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Go$$ip of the Hour
B y CORNELIUS WRINKLE
Varieties of the Sower Type of France
I Q U O T E  the following interesting note from 
the recently issued Supplement to the 
Gibbons Catalogue, concerning the varieties 
in the Sower type stamps of France :—

In September, xqo6, the xo c., in a  similar design to 
Type 17, was issued for one day only at one post office in 
Paris and was then withdrawn as disapproved, and the 
stock ordered to be returned into store for destruction. 
The design was then retouched and issued as T ype 17. 
The retouches seem to be very slight, and their effect 
almost imperceptible, except in very clearly printed copies.

T yp e 15. T ype 16.

T yp e 17.

T hey consist in the insertion o f  fine white lines, outlining 
the bag o f  corn at the side next the body o f  the figure, 
the under part o f  the right arm, and the back part o f the 
drapery, from the waist down to the flowing fold o f the 
skirt. In T yp e 16, and in the first variety without ground 
under the feet, mentioned above, these portions o f  the 
design were not sufficiently distinct, the lines o f shading 
simply running into the solid background.

Straits on Labuan
Messrs. W h it f ie l d  K in g  &  Co. send me 
the following letter which they have received 
from the Postmaster of the Straits Settle
ments in reply to a letter which they wrote, 
asking what was the status of the Labuan 
stamps overprinted “ Straits Settlements,” 
from which it will be seen that the sur

charged stamps are an authorized issue 
available for postal use in any part of the 
colony. This letter Whitfield King & Co. 
hold to be a  sufficient answer to some of 
the journals which have been trying to throw 
mud on this issue, which appears to have 
been a perfectly necessary one, as the un
surcharged Labuan stamps could not be 
used after the island passed from the ad
ministration of the British North Borneo 
Company and was incorporated into the 
colony of the Straits Settlements.

G e n e r a l  P o s t  O f fic e , S ingapore, 6 A f r i t ,  1907.
G e n t l e m e n ,— W ith reference to your letter of the 13th 

ultimo, I beg to  state that the Labuan stamps overprinted 
Straits Settlements are for sale at the Labuan Post Office 
only. T hey are available for postage on correspondence 
posted at any post office in the Straits Settlements.

Labuan, as you may know, has been incorporated in 
the Straits Settlements, and Straits Settlements postage 
stamps will be on sale there as soon as the stock o f over
printed stamps is exhausted.

I am , Gentlemen, yours obediently
(S ig n ed ) W . G . H il l ,

A cting Postmaster-General, Straits Settlements.

New Zealand Shades
T hose of my friends who collect shades—  
and who does not nowadays ?— will read with 
interest the following interesting explanation 
of the multiplicity o f shades in current New 
Zcalands. I quote from the Australian  
Philatelist.

N ew  Zealand £d. and id . stamps are coming over in 
varying shades. This is due to the following facts, viz. 
that supplies are only printed to requisition; small 
quantities are run through at one time, and the prepara
tion o f the inks is a  matter evidently considered o f little 
importance by the printers.

Poor Old Chap
M r . C. J. P h illips, Managing Director of 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., makes a saddening 
confession in the pages of the Monthly 
Journal. He says he has closed down that 
City Branch because he feels that he is not 
so young as he was, that the time has come 
when he must take things easier, and delegate 
some of his work to younger hands. Well 
now, that just accords with a suspicion in
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my own mind, generated by noting his play 
when we were having a game of tennis last 
summer. Although he gave me only forty,
I noticed that he had to puff and blow con
siderably to score a victory in each set. 
Poor old chap! and he has been such an 
active rooker in his d a y ! But there, when a 
man takes to motoring over roosters, it is all 
up with him, it must age him.

When the Cat’s Away, etc.
I am  wondering whether there will be a few 
more bargains to be had at 391 Strand when 
the poor old man is away motoring. Can 
we rely on the truth of the saying, “ When 
the cat’s away the mice will play” ? A ny
way, let us live in hope, though we die in 
despair.

That City Office
NOW I don’t want to be ill-natured, but I am 
glad that blessed City Office is shut up, for 
since it has been opened, whenever 1 entered 
the Strand establishment to spend a few 
thousands on some pet country of mine, ten to 
one the desired stock book was “ down in 
the City.” Now that the stock books are 
back at the Strand I shall be able to continue 
my collecting.

Sierra Leone to be Sold 1 
A  P A R ISIA N  newspaper recently started the 
absurd story that the British colony of 
Sierra Leone was to be handed over to the 
French in exchange for some concessions in 
connexion with the New Hebrides, and 
some softies in this country actually credited 
the story and republished it. On the face of 
it nothing could be more improbable. But, 
my stars and garters, what a panic such an 
exchange would have caused in the breast of 
some Sierra Leone specialists I wot of, had 
it been true 1

The Liverpool Juniors
T hese healthy youngsters are evidently an 
energetic lot, for no sooner do they finish 
one session than, presto 1 out comes their 
programme for the next. Keep it up, my 
boys, and when you get as old as the 
antiquity above referred to, perhaps you 
will know as much as he does. I notice that 
a  lady is down to contribute a paper, and the 
Rev. W. C. Hudson will discuss the ever
green, and ever-interesting, question “  What 
shall I collect?”

A  Boston Cancellation
A  le tte r  which I recently received from 
Mr. Bartels, of Boston, was franked with 
some stamps which were cancelled with a 
row of elongated ovals, each made up of very 
thick bars, not unlike one of the Tasmanian 
cancellations, but even heavier. In the 
centre of each oval was a thick letter “ A.” 
When this cancellation comes fairly on a

stamp the puzzle will be to find the stamp, 
and if it be generally adopted there will be 
an end of the collection of used copies of 
the stamps of the great republic.

Wanted : That Standard Catalogue 
My  Transvaal friends, who were going to 
run the whole philatelic machine in this 
sublunary sphere, in the catalogue direction, 
do not seem to be getting much encourage
ment, poor dears. The Australian Philatelist 
is unkind enough to say that “ should such a 
catalogue as a pretended ‘ Standard ’ ever 
see the light o f day, it will be a white 
elephant, result in financial loss to the pub
lishers, and do more harm than good.”

But I am really anxious to see the scheme 
all the same, especially the latest prices for
C.S.A.R. stamps. Perchance General Botha 
may be persuaded to put it on his Ministerial 
programme.

W hat are Locals?
Mr . Pem be r to n , in an excellent article on 
the “ Stamps of M alta” in his P .J .G .B ., 
says: “ Strictly speaking, all the Ad. Malta 
stamps were locals, as they had no franking 
power beyond the confines of the islands.” 
Jerusalem ! If all stamps which had no 
franking power beyond the country of issue 
were to be ruled out as locals, what havoc it 
would play with some of the great rarities ; 
indeed, with a large number of first issues. 
The definition on which the Gibbons Cata
logue is compiled, I believe, is that only 
those stamps whose franking power is, or 
was, confined to the limits of a single town 
are regarded as locals.

How to bind Philatelic Periodicals
THE question often crops up, “  How shall 
I bind my philatelic periodicals?" Don’t 
hesitate to bind up everything, advertise
ments and all, for frequently some of the best 
things are to be found only in the advertise
ments. The advertisements in the old phila
telic magazines are full of a quaint interest. 
And it not unfrequently happens that some 
advertiser offers a variety of a country that 
never gets into the regular catalogue.

Great Britain, 3d., Pale Shades 
Som e time ago I called attention to the pale 
printings of the current 3d. Great Britain, 
and some of my friends tell me they had 
some late-at-night wild-goose chasing about 
amongst the post offices when they got their
G. S . W. with the startling announcement. 
However, they have since been able to get 
them in plenty, for the stamps are still 
“  sickbed o’er with the pale cast o f” muddy 
purple; indeed, it seems to be more washed- 
out than ever. It is incredible that such a 
presentation of the stamp can be intended 
to be permanent.
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The new Austrians
W e  have heard from time to time rumours 
of a projected issue of elaborate designs for 
Austria, but a recent statement by the 
Nottingham Express gives the most definite 
information 1 have seen. W e are told that 
the new series will be brought out next year 
to celebrate the sixtieth anniversary of the 
old Emperor’s reign, that the stamps will 
reflect the history of interesting periods of 
the Imperial dynasty, that there, will be ten 
different stamps, all taken from Austria’s 
gallery of Emperors, beginning with Charles 
VI, father of Maria Theresa, the others in
cluding that famous Empress, Joseph II, 
Leopold II, Francis I, Ferdinand I, and 
several of the reigning sovereign.

Local Philatelic W ork
P h i l a t e l i s t s  will note with pleasure that 
the Philatelic Society of Victoria, at a recent 
meeting, decided to set to work to form an 
extended catalogue of the stamps of Victoria. 
A body including such eminent specialists 
of the colony’s stamps can scarcely fail to 
produce work which will be welcomed by 
philatelists generally, and I trust the result 
will be published in some form that will 
make it available to all stamp collectors. If 
an influential society, working on its own 
local ground, cannot give us something that 
will be of interest and of use to us, it will be 
strange indeed. I venture to commend the 
idea to the Philatelic Society of New Zealand. 
Much has been happening of late years in 
their colony that that Society might have 
done much to explain or clear up. Further, 
it seems to me that a properly constituted 
philatelic society should get into touch with 
the postal authorities, and be of use to them, 
and help to keep the speculator, official and 
otherwise, off' the premises.

Malay States Watermark 
I W ONDER what we are in for with these 
watermarks? The 8 c. of the Federated 

Malay States lies before 
me with upright water- 
mark, instead of side-

•! ? mean ? Does it mean
t jj that in future these ob-
\ l l° n6 stamps are to be

watermarked upright in
stead of sideways ? 

Somehow I doubt it, for it looks uncanny, 
and the watermark of the multiple C A, 
though intended to do away with the ne
cessity o f so adjusting the sheet that each 
watermark shall fall well centred on each 
stamp, looks, nevertheless, as if it were 
never constructed for printing other than 
upright on a  rectangular and sideways on an 
oblong stamp. However, the printers may 
think the matter of no moment so long as

the stamps are watermarked, and may, in 
future, print the multiple just as it suits their 
convenience, and then----- !

Proposed Exhibition at Calcutta
The Philatelic Society of India proposes 

holding an exhibition of postage stamps in 
Calcutta in December next. The exhibition 
is to be open to all collectors, whether 
members of the Society or not, and, follow
ing the example set at the last International 
Exhibition held in London, the exhibits will 
be confined to adhesive postage stamps. 
This is rough on collectors of envelopes, 
post cards, etc., but there is no help for it, for 
even so no doubt the difficulty will be to 
find space for even adhesives.

Exhibition Medals Wanted 
T he  Exhibition Committee ask for dona
tions of medals, gold, silver, or bronze. The 
cost per medal will be, for gold Rs.ioo, for 
silver Rs. 12.8, and for bronze Rs.7.8. The 
programme, as outlined in June number of 
the Philatelic Journal o f India, provides 
for British Empire, nine classes ; Foreign 
Countries, four classes; with additional 
special and non-postal sections. The special 
section is for rarities, three classes : twenty- 
five rarities of the British Empire, twenty- 
five rarities of Foreign Countries, and 
twenty-five rarities of India or Native States.

A  Drastic Rule
B u t  what shall I say, and what will collec
tors generally say, to the drastic rule that 
“  Forgeries, unless shown as such, will dis
qualify an exhibit from competition” ? In 
my humble opinion that won’t work. Even 
the most experienced specialist is apt to 
overlook a forgery. 1 have known many 
cases. A  portion of an ,£80,000 collection 
was not so long ago displayed before the 
Royal Society. It had been mounted by one 
of our finest philatelists, and yet I spotted a 
forgery of a rarity; and some years ago a 
dealer friend of mine dropped on a forgery 
in a  highly specialized collection of mine of 
a country in which I yield to none. No, no, 
such a drastic rule won’t work, for it is far 
too sweeping. The best and most careful 
are liable to make an occasional mistake. 
Forgeries might be marked with an “ F.” 
No collector, who is likely to rise to exhibi
tion form, knowingly includes a forgery, and 
to disqualify his exhibit for a slip would be 
extremely hard.

New Zealand Show Labels
T he  editor hands me the following letter 
which he has received from Professor 
A  Hamilton:—

We New Zealand collectors much regret the venomous 
attack made on our New Zealand stamps by friend 
'•Cornelius Wrinkle” in your No. ta. If  be blindly 
follows tbe Sydney editor of the Australian Philattlist
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I am afraid he will land in the mud again and again when 
our colony's stamps are in question.

The paragraph which he clips from the above paper 
alluded solely to the common advertising so*called 
' ‘ stickers," which never had any postal value, and were 
never even intended to have any, being merely labels 
issued by the Exhibition Commissioners for advertising 
purposes. ^

For verification of what I have written, please see the 
A ustralian Philatelist of and July, 1906.

I enclose a copy of one o f these stickers for friend 
Wrinkle, and can send him balance o f the set of seven 
should he wish.

In conclusion, I can most assuredly affirm that no N ew  
Zealand stamps ever have been or will be sold under face 
value by our tiovemment.

T he Exhibition Commemorative set o f  1 mr values are 
the only Commemorative stamps ever issued by this colony, 
and are absolutely legitimate postals. T he balance not 
sold at the conclusion of the exhibition have been destroyed.

A . H am ilto n .

Now, I admit that I was misled by the 
paragraph quoted from the Australian  
Philatelist into believing that the show 
labels had sunk so low as to be jobbed off 
under face. I accept with pleasure the 
statement that they have not been so dealt 
with.

But I do not abate one jot of my con
demnation of the so - called “  Exhibition 
Commemorative set,” and I repeat that the 
issue of such stamps is a degrading prostitu
tion of the postal service, and so long as I 
can hold a philatelic pen I shall do my level 
best to expose the hypocrisy of such issues.

I am a specialist in the legitimate stamps 
of New Zealand, and to me it is a matter of 
deep regret that a self-respecting British 
colony has so far forgotten what is due to 
its high position. 1 am even more astounded 
that collectors of the standing of Professor 
Hamilton should defend such an utterly un
necessary and purely speculative issue as 
“ absolutely legitimate postals.” I know of 
no leading collector in this country who 
shares that opinion.

Professor Hamilton may rest assured that 
I am not influenced, or even concerned, with 
the antipathies o f the Sydney paper, but I 
am very much concerned for the good phila
telic name of a very favourite country of mine.

The New Luxemburgs
A lr ea d y  the question of the succession is 
being raised in an acute form in the little 

Duchy of Luxemburg, for, 
says rumour, the present 
Grand Duke is not long for 
this world, and we have only 
just begun to receive his por
trait on the stamps of the 
Duchy. Let us hope that 
the present series may not 
only be completed with the 

current portrait, but that it may have a long 
life. We hear very little about the stamps 
of this interesting “ buffer State,” despite the 
fact that they are clean, full of interest, and 
fairly cheap. For a moderate specialist, who 
likes a few clear varieties of perforation, it is 
an ideal choice.

Christina Rossetti on Postage Stamps 
A  N ew  Zea la n d  paper says it is indebted 
to the Rev. W. Wiles for the following poem, 
written on 17 March, 1846, by Christina 
Rossetti, at that time sixteen years of age : —

T O  E L IZ A B E T H  R E A D .

WITH SOME POSTAGE STAMPS FOR A COLLECTION.

Sweetest Elizabeth, accept, I pray,
These lowly stamps I send in homage true :

One hundred humble servants in their way 
Are not to be despised, though poor to view.

Their livery o f red and black— nor gay 
N or sober a ll— is typical o f you,

In whom are gravity and gladness m ix t:
Thought here, smiles there— perfection lies betwixt.

C h ristina  R o ssetti.

The Said N ew Zealand Paper
I h a v e  not mentioned the New Zealand 
paper referred to in the foregoing paragraph, 
because 1 want to say to the writer who 
contributes philatelic notes to that paper 
under the signature of “ Pelure,” that whilst 
I have not the slightest objection to the use 
of what I write, I do object to the regular 
and wholesale publication of paragraphs 
from this page, without the slightest acknow
ledgment, as though they were his own.

The Darkie’s Question
H e r e  is a good story from the T a iler:—

T h e peculiar simplicity o f  the darkie in the Southern 
States is illustrated by a  story told me the other day b y  an 
American now in London on a  holiday.

An old negro had gone to a post office in Mississippi 
and offered for the mail a  letter that was over the weight 
specified for a  single stamp. ^

“ This is too heavy," said the postmaster; " y o u  w ill 
have to put another stamp on it."

T he old darkie s eyes widened In astonishment. "  W itt 
anudderstam p make it an y lighter, boss?" he asked.

T H E  I M P R O V E D
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L D U M .  N o .  0

O ne H undred and T en th  Thousand.
T h e  best and largest Shilling- Album ev e r 

published.
176 large pages. Spaces fo r 4700 Stam ps. 48  

ex tra  pages added in this edition without ex tra  
ch arge .

A ll th e G eographical and H istorical N otes 
brou gh t up fully to  date. A ll the new est stamp
issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cay
man Isles, H oi-hao, D ahom ey, etc. e tc .,  have been  
added.

A t th e top o f  each p ag e there Is  th e  name o f  th e 
coun try , and a  mass o f  valuable inform ation, in
clu d in g  date when Stam ps w ere issued, population, 
area, re ig n in g  sovereign, capital, e tc . Spaces o f  
proper sizes are provided fo r all Stam ps, and th e  
book  is bound in a  superior m anner in  art cloth .

T h e  Album contains a  pocket to  h old  duplicate 
Stam ps, and fifty Stam ps will b e  presented g ratis 
with each Album . T h e re  is also an illustrated 
Frontisp iece o f  th e R arest Stam ps, with p rices  
attached  that w e pay  for each. -P rice , bound in  
handsom e art cloth , post-free, is . 3d.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39 1 Strand, London, W.C.
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Tbe Royal Philatelic SocietyAnnual Repent for 1 9 0 6 - 7
B y  J. A. TILLEARD, H o n o r a r y  S e c r e t a r y

T HE season of 1906-7,although a some
what quiet one from a purely philatelic 
point of view, will, I venture to think, 

ever be memorable in the annals of the 
Society as marking the commencement of a 
new era in its history and affairs, and its 
final establishment as a permanent institu
tion.

The Prefix “  Royal ’’
The honour conferred on the Society on 

28 November last by the grant of permission 
to use the prefix “ Royal” as a part of its 
title, and to be known for the future as 
“ The Royal Philatelic Society, London,” is 
a subject of congratulation, not only for the 
added dignity entitling the Society to rank 
with other learned bodies enjoying a similar 
privilege, but for the implied recognition of 
the scientific and intellectual nature of the 
pursuit and study of Philately. It has indeed 
been so accepted by philatelists throughout 
the world, the numerous letters of congratu
lation received from the leading British, 
Colonial, and Foreign Societies, acknowledg
ing the reflected glory shed upon Philately 
from the position attained by, what they are 
good enough to call, the “  Premier” Society.

Incorporation
In view of the change of title it was felt 

by the Council that it was desirable to secure 
for the Society a legal and permanent status, 
and for this purpose steps were taken to 
obtain a certificate of incorporation. To 
attain this end an application was made to 
the Board of Trade for a licence to register 
the Society as a  company not formed for 
profit. The Companies Acts enable this 
course to be adopted where it is proved to 
the Board that the association proposed to 
be registered is formed for the purpose of 
promoting “ art,” “ science,” or “ other useful 
object,” and that it is the intention of the 
association to apply its profits and income in 
promoting its objects, and to prohibit the 
payment of any dividend to the members. 
The Board of Trade being satisfied that the 
objects of the Society came within one of 
the definitions mentioned, and having ap
proved of the memorandum and articles of 
association submitted for their consideration, 
granted the necessary licence on 25 February 
in the present year, directing the Society to 
be registered with limited liability without 
the addition o f the word “  Limited ” to its

name. The registration was completed 
shortly afterwards, a certificate of incorpor
ation being issued on 1 March last.

The memorandum of association, which 
may be called the deed of constitution of the 
Society, defines the objects for which the 
Society is established, and contains the 
various provisions required by law to be in
cluded in similar documents.

It is sufficient to quote the first of the 
authorized objects, viz.: “ To promote, en
courage, and contribute to the advancement 
of the Science and Practice of Philately in 
all its branches." The remainder consist of 
details of various specific means by which 
this comprehensive object may be attained, 
concluding with a general power to do such 
other lawful acts as are incidental or con
ducive to the attainment of the specified 
objects.

Under the powers of the memorandum of 
association the Incorporated Society has 
taken over all the property of the old 
Society, and is now entitled for all purposes 
to act in the corporate name.
Articles of Association

The articles of association take the place 
of the statutes, and in settling these the 
Council have been careful to preserve the 
main features of the old regulations for 
the conduct of the business of the Society, 
making only such alterations as were neces
sary in view of the change of constitution, 
wfith such additions as appeared desirable as 
improvements on the previous statutes.
Fellows, Members, and Associates

Amongst the clauses relating: to the ad
mission of members is a provision that the 
first 350have the right to become “ Fellows” 
of the Society, those joining after the total 
membership shall amount to that number 
being termed “ ordinary members,” and 
future vacancies arising in the number of 
“  Fellows” are to be filled up by the Council 
by selection from the ordinary members. 
The rights and obligations of members have 
also been somewhat more fully established. 
The entrance fee, payable on election, has 
been reduced to £ 1 is., and the provisions 
as to disqualification for membership arising 
from connexion with trading transactions 
have been placed on a more definite and 
satisfactory basis.

An important addition has been made in
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providing for the admission, as “ associates,” 
of persons between the ages of sixteen and 
twenty-one, with the right on attaining their 
majority of becoming full members, thus 
carrying out the suggestion of Mr. Hausburg 
for the admission of junior members, that 
was in contemplation shortly before the in
corporation of the Society.

There has hardly been time for this inno
vation to bear fruit, and up to the present 
only one associate has been elected ; but it 
is anticipated that in the coming year many 
of the younger generation of philatelists will 
take advantage of the opportunity offered to 
them, to the mutual advantage of themselves 
and of the Society, of which it is hoped they 
may in due course become useful and active 
members.

Council's Larger Powers
The Council, as the governing body of the 

Society, have been invested with somewhat 
larger powers. Their position and duties 
have been more fully defined than was the 
case under the old regulations, and a change 
has been made in the mode of election of 
officers and Council, which, under the old 
system, was not altogether satisfactory,owing 
to the want of opportunity of nomination of 
candidates, except by members present in 
person at the annual general meeting.

Election of Officers
Under the new regulations all members 

of the Council, except the President, retire 
from office at each annual general meeting. 
They are all eligible for re-election, and are 
deemed to offer themselves for re-election 
unless notice is given before 20 May in any 
year of their intention to resign. At any 
time before the same date it is competent to 
any member to nominate one candidate for 
any office, or any number of members not 
exceeding nine as candidates for ordinary 
membership of the Council, so that all 
members, wherever resident, have now an 
opportunity of taking part in the election 
of officers and council should they see fit 
to do so.

In other respects there is practically no 
change, and it will be seen that matters 
have been so arranged that there is no 
break in the continuity and associations of 
the Society, and the fusion of the old body 
with the incorporated body has been carried 
into effect without any interference with the 
business or work of the Society.

The President’s Interest
His Royal Highness the President has 

taken a great personal interest in all that 
has been done. By his own desire he has 
been consulted throughout the negotiations, 
and has given valuable assistance in the 
steps taken for securing for the Society the 
privileges that have been granted. The

memorandum and articles of association 
were, before their completion, submitted to 
the President at his request, and have been 
approved by His Royal Highness, to whom 
our grateful thanks are due for all that he 
has done in the interests of the Society.

Looking Backward
If the small body of philatelists who were 

present on 10 April, 1869, and then laid 
the foundations of the Philatelic Society, 
London, looked forward, as I have no doubt 
they did, to the possibility of the Society 
attaining to the position and dignity at which 
it has now arrived, they could not but feel 
satisfied that their aspirations have been ful
filled. The rate of progress may have been 
slow, but it has been continuous, as the 
Society, mindful of what is expected of it in 
the philatelic world, has always acted upon 
the principle so aptly expressed by the Latin 
precept, Festina lente.

It is a far cry to the year 1869, and there 
can now be but few survivors of those who 
were present at the birth of the Society. 
W e are, however, proud and thankful still to 
be able to call one of the most prominent of 
the original founders a fellow member, and 
all will join with me in assuring him o f our 
earnest hope that his name may be retained 
on our roll of membership for many years to 
come. I allude, of course, to His Honour 
Judge Philbrick, who for many years was 
our President, and to whom is due so much 
of the early success achieved by the Society.

The Past Season
The meetings during the past season have 

been held fortnightly, from October to the 
present month. Sixteen meetings in all have 
been held, and the number of members 
attending has averaged eighteen for each 
meeting, a slight increase upon the average 
for the preceding year. The number is not 
so large as it should be, but it is hoped that 
it may be exceeded in the coming season, as 
it is believed that many of the recently 
elected members will become regular at
tendants.

Change of Hour of Meeting
It was fdund that seven o’clock p.m., the 

hour fixed for the meetings last year and 
adhered to up to the middle of February 
last, was somewhat inconvenient. The views 
of all members resident in the United King
dom and likely to be able to be present at 
the meetings were invited, with the result 
that a large majority were in favour of a 
somewhat earlier hour, and the time was 
accordingly fixed at 6 p.m., an hour that has 
so far met with general approval amongst 
the members who are most regular in their 
attendance.

A t ten of the meetings papers or notes
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have been read, all accompanied by displays 
of the stamps or other subjects dealt with, 
while displays alone have also been given 
on four evenings, and one meeting has been 
devoted to a discussion of a proposition by 
Mr. Oldfield on the question o f the illustra
tion o f papers read at the meetings of the 
Society.
Papers and Displays

The papers have consisted of one on 
“ Royal Proclamations” concerning the Post 
Office, by the Vice-President; notes on the 
types of the 2s. (1854-64) of “  Victoria,” and 
explanatory notes as to the forthcoming work 
on the stamps of the “  Australian Common
wealth,” both by Mr. Hausburg ; a paper on 
the stamps of “ Canada,” by Mr. M. H. 
Horsley; on “  Danish West Indian” stamps, 
by Mr. T . W . H a ll; notes on the stamps of 
“  Switzerland,” by Colonel Bonhote ; a paper 
on the stamps of the “  Ionian Islands,” by 
Mr. E. D. Bacon ; notes on the stamps of 
“ Denmark,” by Mr. W. Doming Beckton; 
notes on the so-called “  Woodblocks ” of the 
“  Cape of Good Hope,” by Mr. M. P. Castle ; 
and a paper on the first issues of “  China,” 
by Mr. E. J. Nankivell.

The following have been responsible for 
displays, v iz .: H.R.H. the President, the 
stamps of Hong Kong and Kashm ir; Mr.
R. M. Reid, who showed unused European 
stamps ; Mr. Sidebotham, a selection from 
his general collection ; and Mr. Duveen, 
unused stamps of Spain.
Increase in Membership

I am glad to be able to report a consider
able increase in the number of members 
elected during the past year, and that the 
hopes 1 ventured to express in my last 
report that the loss of members there 
recorded might be speedily regained have 
been more than satisfied.

Forty-one new members have been elected, 
v iz .: Mrs. W. E. George, Miss Cassels, 
Captain J. S. Summers, Captain J. R. P. 
Clarke, the Rev. D. J. Stather Hunt, and 
Messrs. R. M. Mann, H. A. Slade, T. A. 
Wise, M. Jonas, H. R. Calvert, D. C. Gray,
G. B. Bainbridge, E. W. Wethcrell, F. 
Gerhart-, W. Matthews, G. F. Rotherham,
A. L. Adutt, W. W . Sanderson, H. Kjell- 
stedt, J. R. Burton, E. Barclay-Smith, W. B. 
Price, H. S. Bridgwater, F. J. Peplow,
R. M. R. Milne, J. H. Clapp, G. Coles, R. 
Mabson, J. C. Rix, H. W. Baron, W. H. 
Tarrant, O. Andreen, J. Park, H. Djurling,
S. Keyser, W. Denison Roebuck, J. S. 
Higgins, jun., J. Walker, jun., A. Crawford,
T. W. Riggall, and A. H. Weber. Amongst 
these we are pleased to welcome the Presi
dent and one of he principal officers of the 
Swedish Philatelic Society.

In addition, Mr. L. E. Hall, a son of Mr.
T . W . Hall, has been admitted, under the

new rules, as the first associate of the 
Society.

Losses
On the other hand we have lost the fol

lowing six members through death : Mr. W. 
Armistead, Mr. R. Ehrenbach, Major C. J. 
Everett Mumby, Lieutenant B. Oxehfvud, 
Mr. E . H. Roebuck, and Mr. W . Thorne.

Mr. Armistead had been a member for 
nearly fifteen years, and the announcement 
of his death, as well as that of Major Mumby 
who joined the Society about fourteen years 
ago, was received with much regret.

Mr. W. Thorne, a very old collector, was 
one of the most prominent philatelists in the 
U nited States of America, and his death is a 
distinct loss to Philately.

Lieutenant Oxehfvud was a Swedish officer, 
who joined the Society in 1893. Although 
he was never present at any of our meetings, 
he always took the greatest interest in our 
affairs, and was in constant correspondence 
with myself as Honorary Secretary.

Death of Mr. Ehrenbach
The sudden death of Mr. R. Ehrenbach, 

in August last, was a great shock to his 
numerous friends. From the time of join
ing our ranks in 1892 he was one of the 

1 most regular attendants at our meetings,
I and speedily became a leading member of 

the Society, being elected to a seat on the 
Council in 1894, a position that he retained 
to the last. From his wide knowledge of 
stamps, he was able to render valuable 
assistance to the Expert Committee, of 
which he became a member in the season 
1902-3, and his death at a comparatively 
early age is a great loss to the Society. 
Few collectors have ever been so universally 
known throughout all the quarters of the 
globe as Mr. R. Ehrenbach, and all who were 
privileged to make his personal acquaint
ance fell under the charm of his bright and 
genial nature. His name will always rank 
as one of the prominent philatelists of the 
past twenty years, and the loss occasioned 
by his death is not confined to the Society, 
but is a loss to the world of Philately.

The resignations during the past season 
were nine in number, viz.: Messrs. J. M. 
Andreini, S. B. Baxter, J. H. Chapman,
E. S. Davidson, H. Ferrier-Kerr, G. F. 
Jackson, A. W. Maclean, G. B. T. Nicholl, 
and F. N. Schiller.

Four names have been removed under the 
statutes, making with the deaths and resig
nations a total of nineteen to be deducted 
from the number of new members given 
above, the result showing a net increase of 
twenty-two in our membership, as compared 
with the number at the date of my last 
report
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Total Membership, 229
The actual number now on the register of 

members is 229, but there are still twelve 
who have not yet signified their assent, as 
required by the articles of association, to be 
entered on the register. Several of these 
are resident in Australia, so that there has 
been barely time to hear from them, and as 
I have no doubt that at least seven out of 
the twelve will in due course come in, our 
actual number may be reckoned at 236 
members and one associate.
The Accounts

The articles o f association of the Society 
provide for the accounts for the year ending 
on the previous 31 March being submitted 
at the annual general meeting. This being 
so, there are of course no accounts of the 
Incorporated Society to be dealt with this 
evening, as we only commenced business 
under the new regime in April la st; but the 
Auditors will explain the accounts for the 
year prior to the incorporation, which, as 
I am pleased to be able to report, will show 
that the improvement in finances recorded 
last year has been fully maintained, and that 
the Society is in a sound financial position.

The cash balance handed over to the 
Society by the Treasurer as on 31 March 
last was upwards of £300, all outstanding 
liabilities to that date having been paid. 
O f this amount a sum of £1/0  has been set 
aside as a separate fund representing the 
estimated value of commuted subscriptions 
paid by members still remaining on the 
books of the Society, and this fund, with the 
addition of future commuted subscriptions, 
will be dealt with under a scheme approved 
by the Council which, it is believed, will 
ensure the fund being always maintained at 
a sufficient amount to fully represent the 
value of all commuted subscriptions at any 
given time. It is satisfactory to find that 
even after deduction of this sum the cash 
balance at the disposal of the Society is 
largely in excess of the total cash balance 
available at the corresponding period of the 
previous year.

The Exhibition Balance
In connexion with the subject o f the 

accounts, I should mention that a con
siderable sum of money has been placed 
in the hands of the Society, as trustees, 
by the Executive Committee of the Inter
national Exhibition held in London last 
year. It is gratifying to know that the E x
hibition that was such a  conspicuous phila
telic success, was also successful from a 
financial point of view, and that on the 
settlement of the accounts there remained 
in the hands of the Committee a balance of 
£273 31. 2d. It was decided by the Com
mittee to ask the Society to take charge of 
this balance, and to hold it as trustees to be

used for the purposes of any future Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition to be held 
under the auspices of the Society, or for 
such other purposes for the general benefit 
of Philately as the Council should consider 
expedient.

The Society has accepted the trust, and 
the money, with a  small accumulation of 
interest, has been handed over to the Council. 
By their order it has been invested in the 
name o f the Society in trust securities, and 
will be held as a separate fund to be devoted 
to the objects indicated as and when occasion 
arises and the Council may direct. The 
confidence in the Society evidenced by this 
graceful act of the Exhibition Committee 
will, I am sure, be highly appreciated by our 
members.

The Library
Our congratulations and thanks are due 

to the Honorary Librarian, Mr. L. W. 
Fulcher, on the practical completion of the 
arduous task undertaken by him in the classi
fication and arrangement of the Society’s 
Library’. The accumulation of period;cals 
referred to in last year’s report has been 
examined and sorted, and a list has been 
prepared of all the minor periodicals (mostly 
rather incomplete) contained in the Library, 
and the Card Catalogue, together with this 
list, comprises all the literature that the 
Society possesses, except the auction cata
logues.

Further volumes to the number of 142 
have been bound during the year, and very 
little more can now be done in this direction 
until the missing parts of periodicals have 
been acquired.

In addition to the above work, Mr. Fulcher 
has sorted and arranged, and has prepared 
a list o f the duplicates of unbound periodicals, 
etc., a task o f no light nature, as may be 
readily understood when I mention the fact 
that these duplicates filled seventeen large 
sacks, which were sent from the Society’s 
offices to the private residence of our ener
getic Librarian for sorting and classification.

The Council have held a large number of 
meetings during the past year, many being 
necessitated by the change in the constitu
tion and for disposing of numerous questions 
relating to the affairs of the Society.

The vacancy in the Expert Committee 
caused by the death of Mr. Ehrenbach has 
been filled by the election of Mr. T . W . 
Hall, and the Committee have been fully 
occupied throughout such part o f the season 
as is devoted to their work.

The Reference Collection
An important step has been taken in the 

decision to form an official reference col
lection o f stamps and other objects of phila
telic interest When the matter was first 
discussed it was referred to a committee
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consisting of Messrs. M. P. Castle, H. R. 
Oldfield, and L. W. Fulcher, for considera
tion and report. Their report was subse
quently adopted, and these gentlemen with 
Mr. Hausburg have now been appointed a 
permanent committee to settle the details 
of the scheme and to take all necessary 
steps to carry' it into effect, and also to 
manage and arrange the collection to be 
formed.

The assistance of members in the starting 
of the collection, which cannot fail to be 
of value and assistance to the Society, is 
cordially invited, and if all who are in
terested in the work are able to contribute 
a  small portion of the duplicates owned by 
them, the collection should soon become 
valuable for the purposes of reference.
Society's Publications

Although no work has been published by 
the Society since the appearance of A frica , 
Part III, towards the end of last season, 
considerable progress has been made with 
the preparations for the forthcoming volumes 
on the stamps of the Australian Common
wealth.

Some of the proposed illustrations for the 
part dealing with the stamps of New South 
Wales have been shown at a recent meeting, 
and the Committee entrusted with the pub
lication are to be congratulated on the 
success that has attended their efforts to 
make the illustrations as complete and 
perfect as possible. From what has been 
already seen there can be no doubt that the 
illustrations of the numerous plates of the 
“ Sydney Views ” and “  Laureated ” issues 
will be very far in advance of those that 
were obtainable for Oceania, most of them 
being taken from unused stamps, or, where 
these were not available, from specimens 
with light cancellations.

I am sorry to see that complaints of delay 
in the publication have been made by some 
o f our Australian friends. They may rest 
assured that there will be no delay, except 
such as may be rendered necessary by reason 
of the determination of the Committee, that 
the work when issued shall be as perfect as 
it can be made. The complaints are happily 
confined to a few who have not given the 
assistance to the Committee that might have 
been expected of them, and the general body 
o f philatelists, who are looking forward to 
the publication, are satisfied that the work 
is in capable hands, and will be presented 
to the philatelic public at the earliest oppor
tunity.
Mr. Jex Long's “ Philatelic Index”

I should like h :re to call attention to one 
volume of importance that has appeared 
during the past year. Although not issued 
by the Society, it is deserving of record in 
this report as the work of one of our fellow

members. I refer to the Philatelic Index., 
by Mr. W. A. R. Jex Long, containing an 
alphabetical list of the principal articles 
from some of the chief philatelic magazines 
in the English language down to the end of
1904. This work is generally recognized as 
one of considerable value for reference pur
poses, covering as it does the principal con
tents of about 120 volumes of the various 
magazines dealt with by the author.

Fearing to trespass too far on your 
patience, I have, in this my thirteenth 
annual report, confined my remarks to the 
doings and affairs of the Society in an 
eventful year, without touching on matters 
and events outside our immediate circle, and 
these are so fully dealt with in the philatelic 
journals, that any observations of mine would 
only be a recapitulation of what has already 
appeared in print.

I may, however, be excused for referring 
to the fact of an exhibition of the stamps of 
France having been recently organized by 
the Government of that country, as a striking 
instance of the progress of Philately, and of 
official recognition of the widespread interest 
attaching to the pursuit.

In conclusion, I would wish to express the 
sincere hope that the changes in our name 
and constitution may be the means of im
parting renewed vitality to the life and work 
of the Society, and may act as an incen
tive to individual members to do all in their 
power to render it worthy of its distinguished 
title and important objects.

London Philatelist.

A P P R O V A L  S H E E T S  
A N D  C O L L E C T I O N S

New Sheets o f Stam ps for beginners and medium 
collectors. W e  have ju st been arranging  our 
Approval Sheets o f Stam ps on an entirely  new 
and much sim pler plan than form erly. T h e  Stam ps 
are mounted on Sheets, containing an average o f 
too Stam ps per S h e e t  T hey  are all arranged in 
the order o f our New Catalogue. F irst, G reat 
Britain  and the Colonies, then all ForeignC ou ntries. 
T hese Sheets contain about 5000 different Stam ps, 
and a Sheet o f any particular country  will be sent 
on demand. T h e  Sheets arranged to date are over 
forty in num ber, and contain all G reat Britain and 
the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries,

A  S P L E N D I D  S T A R T  
T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T

Packet N o. 67, 1000 varieties. T h is  packet con
tains 1000 different Stam ps (and no Envelopes, 
Bands, and Cards), and is th e cheapest packet 
ever- offered b y  S . G ., L td ., satisfaction bein g  
absolutely guaranteed. T h e  p rice it is offered at 
is the lowest ev er quoted for such a  collection, 
em bracing as it  does scores o f  scarce v arie ties  
provisionals, new issues, and m any very fine and 
obsolete varieties.

15s., post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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Portrait Series. Perf. 12.

Engraved and printed b y the American Bank N ote C o ., N ew  York.

T H E  N E W  B R A Z I L I A N S
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Some notable Sets
B y  THE EDITOR
T h e  N e w  B r a z ilia n s

W E  purpose displaying a few pages of 
some of the more handsome sets 
of stamps of varied design. The 

poverty-stricken designs of our own stamps 
are apt to beget the impression that those 
artists must be right who scoff at the 
idea of the space of a postage stamp allow
ing any scope for the display of art. The 
stamp collector, who is acquainted with what 
other countries have done and are doing in 
the matter of stamp designs, could tell a 
different story ; but probably few stamp col
lectors are aware of the wealth of variety in 
design lavished on some countries’ postal 
issues. Our display of some of the most 
handsome sets is also intended to afford a 
few hints on the arrangement of the album 
pages.

Our first selection is the just-completed 
beautiful series of new Brazilians. These 
stamps have rarely been beaten for variety, 
neatness, and compactness of design. The 
stamps are an historical series, for they pre
sent, from the republican point of view, the 
portraits of the men who have been the 
most prominent figures in the making of 
modern Brazil.

Taking the values in their order, we set 
out a few brief particulars of each portrait.

t o  rets, slate. P o rtra it o f  A ristid es Lobo. 
One time Adjutant-General of the army, and 
one of the signatories of the manifesto of 
protest against the pratorian rule of Presi
dent da Fonseca.

20 reis, violet. P o rtra it o f  B enjam in Con
stant', a  Positivist, and disciple of Auguste 
Comte, the promulgation of whose theories 
in Brazil gave a great impetus to the repub
lican movement, and eventually led to the 
overthrow of the mild monarchical rule of 
Dom Pedro.

50 reis, green. P o rtra it o f  A lv a res Ca
bral, a Portuguese navigator who became 
the successor of Vasco da Gama, and dis
covered the coast of Brazil on 22 April, 1500.

100 reis, rose. P o rtra it o f  A d m ira l IVan- 
denkolk, who led the naval revolt against 
President da Fonseca which eventually com
pelled that military martinet to resign.

200 reis, blue. P o rtra it o f  M an uel Deo- 
doro da Fonseca, one of the leading con
spirators who dethroned Dom Pedro II, 
Emperor of Brazil, and was placed at the

head o f the Provisional Government, and 
finally elected President of the newly formed 
republic. He endeavoured to establish a 
military despotism, but was eventually com
pelled by his former fellow conspirators to 
resign.

300 reis, grey. P o rtra it o f  G eneral F lori- 
ano P eixoto, who led the military revolt in 
the conspiracy which dethroned the Emperor 
Dom Pedro 11. When with others he forced 
his former fellow conspirator, General da 
Fonseca, to resign, he was elected President 
of the republic.

400 reis, o live. P o rtra it o f  D r. Prudente 
da M oraes Barros. Having had enough of 
military despots as Presidents, Dr. Moraes 
Barros, a civilian, was elected to succeed 
President Peixoto, and is generally referred 
to as President Moraes.

500 reis, deep purple. P o rtra it o f D r. 
M anuel Campos Salles, who succeeded Dr. 
Moraes Barros as President, and continued 

I his policy of opposition to the military 
| despotism of Peixoto and Fonseca. He 

was a man of private fortune and an able 
lawyer. He was a republican from con
viction, and for several years before the 
deposition of Dom Pedro II assisted in 
spreading the republican propaganda. He 
visited Europe and successfully arranged 
terms with the foreign creditors of Brazil.

700 reis,  red-brown. P o rtra it o f  D r. Rod
rigu ez A lv a s, a former Governor of Sao 
Paulo, who was installed as President on 
15 November, 1902, and whose term of 
office expires this year.

1000 reis, 2000 reis, and 5000 reis. H ead  
o f  Liberty.

The stamps are the work o f the American 
Bank Note Co., of New York, and are very 
fine specimens of portrait engraving.

S u m m a r y .
Per/. 12. Unused. Used.

s. d. t .  d.
xo r., blue-grey . 0 t —
20 r ., violet . 0 t —
50 r., deep green . 0 2 —

too r .,  rose-carmine . 0 3 —
200 r., blue . 0 6 0 4
300 r., sepia . 0 8 —
400 r .f olive-green .  0 10 —
500 r ., purple 
700 r ., brown_ .

. x 2 

. x 6
1 a

1000 r., vermilion . 4 6 4 6
2000 r., yellow-green . a 6 3 6
5000 r., rose .  . • ” —
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neu> Issues
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by M r. F ra n k  P h illip s , 
391 S tra n d , L o n don , W .C ., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible  
information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from  the colonics in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany th e  information, and should be sen t to the above- 
mentioned address.

AitutakL— £wen*s Weekly (15.6.07) chronicles 
a much darker shade of the 2£d., the overprint 
remaining the same as before. Issued 11.05 or 
earlier.

Wwk. N Z S tar. Per/, n .
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s . d.
ajd ., dark blue . . . .  —  —

Australian Commonwealth.— Emeu's Weekly 
(8.6.07) chronicles another value on the Common
wealth paper.
C IVtttk. Crown and  A. Per/. u $ , 12 compound w ith  11.

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s. d.

4d., green ........................... — —

Austria.— We learn on good authority that it 
is proposed to commemorate the sixtieth anni
versary of the reign ®f Francis Joseph I by the 
issue of a portrait series of stamps. According 
to Le Journal des PhilaUlisles, ten values are to 
be issued, as follows:—

1 h., Charles VI of Germany (1711).
2 h., Maria Theresa of Austria (1740).
3 h., Joseph II of Austria {1780).
5 h., Francis Joseph I in 1848.

10 h. „  ,, 1878.
12 h., Leopold II (1790).
20 h., Francis I (1792).
25 h., Francis Joseph I in 1906.
30 h., Ferdinand I (1835).
35 L  j» ■ >»

The anniversary will not take place until 
2 December, 1908, so it will still be some time 
before we have definite news of this projected 
issue.

Austrian Levant.— Le J . des Phil. (31.5.07) 
informs us that at the Austrian Post Office in 
Constantinople stamps of Austrian Crete, i.e. 
those surcharged in French currency, are now 
being used.

Bulgaria. — Weare informed by the Pkilatelisten 
Zeitung{6.oy) that the 1 leva stamp has not only 
been slightly altered in shade, but also that the 
figures of value in the upper corner have been 
redrawn. The small projections at the top of 
the figures have been removed, the figures them
selves being also slightly reduced in size.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

1 L , deep green and bright red .  —  —

Congo Free State.— Le TimbrePaste (25.5.07) 
informs us it is rumoured that a new set of stamps 
will be issued for this State as soon as the arbi
tration now proceeding decides whether it is to 
remain under the protection of Belgium or be 
placed under that of France.

Dominica, —  We are informed by Ewerfs 
Weekly (15.6.07) that the first value of this 
country was issued on the multiple chalk-surfaced 
paper on or before 25.507.

Wmk. M ultiple Crown  C A . C halky paper.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.
id ., black and carmine . . —  —
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Federated Malay States.—Eweris Weekly 
(15.6.07) informs us that the Sc. has been seen 
with the watermark upright instead of sideways. 
This may of course be an error, or the whole set 
may be received in this condition within a short 
time.
Wmk. M ultip le  Crown C & . Upright. Ordinary paper. 

8 c.| black and ultramarine . —  —

French Congo.— We are sorry to learn from 
Le J % des Phil. {31.5.07) that this colony is 
shortly to be divided for postal purposes. 
“  Middle Congo ” is to have an issue all to itself, 
somewhat similar to the above illustration, but, 
thank goodness, of a smaller size.

by the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain (5.07). 
The sheets consist of eighty stamps, ten hori
zontal rows of eight stamps each.

Indore type. Per/.
Unused.

s. d.
1 a ., g re e n ..................................... ........  2

EBHMfcUHE

French P.O .’s in China.— A new value, viz. 
.35 c., has recently been chronicled for Canton, 
Hoi-Hao, Kouang Tcheou Wan, Mongtze, Pack- 
hoi, Tchongking, and Yunnan-Fou. According 
to Le Journal des PhilaUlistes (31.5.07), 9000 
stamps were surcharged for Canton and 6000 
each for the other six offices.

We understand that Yunnan-Fcfu and Yunna- 
Sen are the same town. In Chinese “ Sen” and 
“  Fou ”  both mean “  town,” the latter indicating a 
place of greater importance than the former. 
Within the last six months Yunnan has been 
raised from “ Yen” to the more important rank 
of “ Fou.”

French Levant.— It is rumoured that the 
stamps for these offices are shortly to be over
printed with Turkish characters of value, in which 
case some values will probably be suppressed, as 
they will not have an equivalent value in “  paras.”

Holkar.—We have just received a supply of 
the 1 a. in the new type, which was first chrooicled

Used. 
i .  d .

Hong Kong.— We have received a supply of 
two values chronicled in the Supplement to the 
Catalogue, which are printed in one colour on 
white paper, viz. the 4 c. and 10 c. The multiple* 
watermark ordinary paper is used, as was to be 
expected. The 10 c. arrived in sheets of 240 
stamps, composed of four panes of sixty. The 
complete sheet bears a serial number in the top 
right-hand corner, our sheets being numbered 
L6003 and upwards. The 4 c. arrived separated 
(by a cutting machine) into panes of sixty, these 
panes being apparently the upper right-hand and 
the lower left-hand. The panes must have been 
separated in England, as each pane bears a serial, 
number in the upper right-hand comer, the num
bers in our consignment running from L 13009 
upwards.

A peculiarity in the sheets of the 10 c. is that 
the six bottom rows get lighter and lighter, the 
difference of shade being constant in all the 
sheets in our consignment.

K ing. M ultiple wmk. Ordinary paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d.
4 c., vermilion . . .  —  —

io c . ,  ultramarine . . . .  —  —

We learn from E w e n 's  W eekly  (15.6.07) that 
two more values were issued on chalk-surfaced 
paper on 8.5.07 or earlier.

W m k. M ultiple Crown C  A . Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
50 c .. grey-green and magenta —  —
$1, lilac ana sage-green . —

Leeward Islands.—We have just received a 
supply of the 2£d.« ullramarine on white; they 
are printed on multiple ordinary paper in two 
panes of sixty stamps each, the sheet of 120- 
bearing the plate number “  1 ”  in the four cornerŝ

W m k. M ultiple Crown C  A . Ordinary paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . x. d.
a jd ., ultramarine on white . . 0 4  —
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Luxemburg.— We are informed by VEcho de 
la Timbrologie (15.6.07) that this country is shortly 
to issue a set of Postage Dues. The set will 
comprise seven values, namely, 5 c., to c., 12J c., 
20 c., 25 c., 50 c., and 1 fr.

Mexico.— A new set of postage stamps will be 
issued very shortly, of which all the values but 
two will remain of similar design to that of the 
present issue. The 5 c. and 5 p., however, will 
bear a view of the new General Post Office in 
Mexico City.

Montenegro.— A series of new stamps has 
just arrived quite unexpectedly, the currency 
being in “ paras” instead of in “ Heller” and 
“  Kronen ” as heretofore. Why this change has 
been made we are for the present unable to say. 
The portrait is that of King Nicholas I, who is 
now sixty-seven years of age.

Portrait 0/N icholas I . P erf. n j .

j  p., bistre •

Unused. 
5. d.

Used. 
s. d .

5 p ., green . — —
lo p .,  rose . , . — —
i$ p .,  blue . — —
30 p., orange . . — —
25 p., dark blue . — _
35 P-t brown . — —
so p., violet - — —

Unpaid L etter  Stam ps. P erf. 13X13}.

$ p , brown .

Untised. 
s. d.

Used. 
*. d .

10 p ., violet . .  — —
25 p., rose . * . — —
5® P-» green - . — —

Acknowledgment o f  Receipt Stam p. P erf. n } .
Unused. Used. 

s. d . t .  d .
25 p., olive-brown • « .  —  —

New Zealand. —The following interesting letter 
has been received from the Secretary of the New 
Zealand Postal Department by one of our clients, 
who has kindly allowed us to make use of it.

W bllin gton , 10 A p ril, 1907.
S ix ,— 1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

o f  the 20th ultimo about the change in size o f the 6d. 
current N ew  Zealand postage stamp.

It has been ascertained from the Government printer 
th a t  in December, 3900, one plate for printing 120 stamps

at 6d. was received from Messrs. Waterlow, o f London, 
and the whole supply o f  the stamp was printed from this 
single plate until January last, when two new steel plates, 
to print 340 stamps each, were received.
' T he original 6d. stamp (as with several other denomina

tions) was not of the same size as the id . Universal, and 
240 stamps could not be primed upon the watermarked 
paper used in printing other values. It was therefore 
decided to have a  new die engraved to the size of the id. 
value, and two plates produced from that die to print 340 
stamps each. The die was cut and the plates were pre
pared by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Company, London. 
The first issue o f the “ O fficial" stamps printed from the 
new plates was made in February last.

Yours obediently,
(S'.) D. R obertson ,

Secretary.

Northern Nigeria.— We learn from Ewen's 
Weekly (8.6.07) tbat another value has been seen 
on chalk-surfaced paper j the two values pre
viously noted were the id. and is.

W m k.\M ultiple Cr. C A . Chalky paper. P erf. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
6d., purple and violet . • —  *—

Paraguay.— The above is an illustration of 
No. 110, in the Supplement to the Catalogue, and 
according to the I.B .Z . (i.6.07)an Official stamp 
has also been issued similar to the above except 
for the insertion of the word *' Oficial ” just above 
the value. The earliest postmark seen is 20.4.06.

O fficial Stam p. D a ted  1904. P erf. 11$, 12 (?).
Unused. Used. 

s. d . t .  d .
t p., black and orange-brown . —  —

Siam.— L'Echodcla Timbrologie (15.6.07) in
forms us that certain fiscal stamps, issued for the 
purpose of paying small law-court charges, have 
recently received the surcharge SIAM p o s t a g e  
and value, thus being available for postage. The 
fiscal stamp itself is about 48 mm. in height by 
20 mm. wide, and its colour is olive-green. Up 
to the present three values have been seen, the 
IO, 20, and 40 ticals.

F isca l Stam p, surcharged fo r  p ostal use in black  (?)» 
w ith words Sia m  postag e  an d value.

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s. d.

1 0 1|., olive-green . .  . —- —
ao ti. ,, . . . — —
40 ti. „  ♦  - . —  —

N.B.— Ths prices quoted above am thorn at which the stom p* may be had from 
Stanley Gibbons, ltd *  801 Strand, London, W.C.
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t1eu> Zealand “ Officials”
Jill eyed Illegal Sales
C h a rge  a g a in st a  D u n e d in  D e a le r

A  C A SE  o f interest came before the 
Police Coui t at Dunedin. New Zealand, 
on 7 May, 1907, when W . L. Hooper 

was charged with having unlawfully dealt in 
stamps without being duly licensed under 
the Stamp Act, 1882, to deal in such stamps. 
The stamps in question are the Official 
stamps now used by Government Depart
ments instead of the old franking system. 
The facts, as stated, were that for some time 
the detectives have been on the look-out for 
certain stamps which have been stolen from 
the General Post Office, Wellington. In 
the course of investigations, Chief Detective 
Herbert visited the defendant’s place of 
business in Crawford Street, the defendant 
carrying on a stamp business there in the 
name of W ilcox and Smith. The chief 
detective had some talk about stamps in 
general with defendant, and the latter pro
duced his stamp book. When the leaves 
were being examined, Detective Herbert 
noticed a couple of sheets of unused Official 
stamps. He said nothing at the moment, 
but later said casually, “ Turn back to the 
Official stamps.” The defendant said, “ I 
did not intend you should have seen those 
stamps, but I know you will not say any
thing about them. They are not supposed 
to be sold.” The detective took possession 
of the stamps. Defendant said that he had 
legal advice that he was not prevented from 
having these stamps in his possession, and 
that he did not purchase thefn from a 
Government servant, and further that the 
vendor was no more liable than he (Hooper) 
was. He added that the vendor was a sort 
of semi-Government official. Later on the 
defendant wrote to the chief detective, de
manding the return of the stamps, and 
stating that he would be held liable should 
defendant miss a market. These Official 
stamps were stamps issued by the Govern
ment for use by Government Departments 
solely, and they could not be used for any 
other purpose whatever. They could not 
be bought, and they could not (in the first 
instance) be obtained honestly anywhere. 
No private person had the right to have 
the stamps in his possession unused. De
fendant was not a licensed dealer in stamps ; 
he was evidently a  buyer o f these stamps, 
because he (counsel) produced a circular

admittedly issued by defendant, which ad
vertised for them, and which had evidently 
been widely circulated, because a copy was 
received by the Chief Clerk of the Police 
Court. On this circular was the announce
ment, “ Unused Official double face value." 
(Mr. White objected to the circular being 
read or admitted, because it was merely 
evidence of Mr. Hooper being a general 
stamp dealer. The Magistrate admitted 
the evidence provisionally.) Defendant was 
a respectable member of the community, 
and it was extremely difficult for counsel to 
understand how he could have failed to 
appreciate the extreme danger to a  very 
large class of Government employees in 
issuing this circular. These stamps cost 
the Departments nothing. In some Depart
ments they were closely checked, but in 
others perhaps they were not. If  any lad 
in a Government Department took 2s. worth 
of stamps to Mr. Hooper, it meant by that 
circular that he received 4s. for them.

Mr. White, for the defence, contended 
that if there had been anything in the 
Gazette notice providing that a purchaser 
of these Official stamps unused must get 
them in his possession dishonestly, a charge 
to that effect would have been brought in 
the present case. The fact was that the 
Department was in a quandary ; they saw 
that they could not proceed under the 
Gazette notice, and so took this indirect 
method of “ dealing without a licence.” He 
submitted that “ dealing” under the Stamp 
Act could not mean “ buying with the in
tention of selling.” “ Dealing” was not 
complete until a sale took place. In order 
to constitute “  dealing ” there must be proved 
an overt act of sale. With regard to the 
letter upon which the prosecution relied, he 
submitted that no conviction could be re
corded because of that. The letter merely 
evinced an intention to sell, and the Magis
trate could not, in a case like this, convict 
on presumptions. All the stamp dealers in 
Great Britain and France were in the same 
position as Mr. H ooper; not one held a 
licence.

The Magistrate reserved his decision.
N ew  Zeala nd  Paper.



i6 G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

Transatlantic Postage
M R. C H A R L E S N. H O LM ES, of 

Brookline, Mass., U.S.A., writes to 
The Tribune to complain of the 2id. 

letter rate from the United Kingdom to the 
United States. He points out that a letter 
from Canada to India or from New York to 
the Philippines costs only a penny, yet from 
London to Boston the charge is 2|d. Con
sidering the close band of commerce and 
friendship between England and the United 
States, he thinks a penny rate ought to be 
adopted.

It takes two to make a bargain, and a 
representative of The Tribune was informed 
at the General Post Office yesterday that the 
United States Government, when sounded 
on the subject some time ago, were not 
willing to make any change. The 2|d. rate

Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—AH com m unications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
Edward J .  Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, 
T u n brid ge W ells .

Correspondence.—T h e Ed itor regrets that he has 
no time for d irect correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
o f “ Answers to C orrespondents."

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must b e  sen t to  
th e publishers as set out on the front page o f 
cover, o r to  booksellers o r  railway bookstalls, bu t 
never to  the Editor.

is fixed by Article 5 of the Washington Con
vention, although the right is reserved to the 
contracting parties to make treaties outside 
the Convention.

After 1 October, in pursuance of a decision 
of the International Postal Union last May, 
letters available by the 2id. post may be 
under 1 oz., instead of under £ oz., as at 
present. But even this meagre reform was 
only carried by a very small majority.

The truth is that the matter is purely one of 
£  s. d. The introduction of the ounce unit will 
involve a sacrifice of ,£190,000 a year revenue, 
and it is calculated that the introduction of 
universal pennypostageat the sametime would 
involve an initial loss of ,£640,000 a year.

The Tribune.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—O u r publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the num bers o f V ol. IV  o f Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
in art cloth, lettered front and back , at is . 6d ., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—V ol. I .  Jan u ary  to  Ju n e , 1905, 
includ ing  th e rare early  num bers. 400 pages, 
tos. 9d ., post-free. V o l. I I .  Ju ly  to  D ecem ber,
1905. 444 pages, p rice 4s. 9d .t post-free. V ol. I l l ,  
Jan u ary  to Ju n e , 1906. 420 pages, p rice 4s. gd.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
E d ited b y  E D W A R D  J. N A N K I V E L L

A  popular WeeKly Stamp Journal for the 
general collector, and more especially for 
beginners and*young collectors.

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.
T h e  Countries o f the W o rld .

B y  E d . J .  Nankivell.
P ortraits on Stam ps. B y  Boswell Ju n io r.
New Issues. W ritten  up to  date and fully illus

trated.
M iscellaneous Item s o f  News and F acts.
G ossip o f th e H our. B y  Cornelius W rin k le. 
P h ilatelic Societies' R eports.
T h e  Stam p M arket. B y  an Odd L o t. A  ch at 

on P rices.
Sp ecial Foreig n  and C olonial Correspondence. 
Answ ers to  Correspondents.
Philatelic D iary  o f  C om in g Events.

P R E P A ID  S U B S C R IP T IO N S  m ust com m ence 
w ith  the cu rren t num ber, and can b e  fo r 3, 6, or 
12 m onths at the fo llow in g rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3  m onths is . 8d. 40 c . fc . 2.00 m. 1.70

6  . . 3s- 3d- 80 c . fc . 4 .00 m. 3.25
13 „ 6s. 6d. $1 .60 fc . 8 .00 m. 6.50

In  G reat B rita in  it  will be ch eap er for our 
readers to  o rd e r G . S . W . from th eir nearest 
N ew sagent o r  Stationer, o r  from th e Railway 
B ookstall. T h is  will save postage, and the paper 
w ill b e  delivered flat, instead o f folded as it would 
be i f  posted. *

Printed by W . B xzn don  f t  So n , L td .,P lym outh,for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbons, L td ., 391 Strand, London, W .C .
6 July, 1907.
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Gossip of the Horn*
B y CORNELIUS WRINKLE
Twenty Shillings for Looking at a  Stamp

T W E N T Y  shillings for looking at 
a nice stamp out of the tail of your 
eye is not a bad fee ; it is the charge 

of the Expert Committee of the Royal Phila
telic Society, and, of course, it is worth it. 
You can’t get, or even expect, a  Royal Mogul 
to look at you, or your stamp, under a  good 
big fee. If it is a common garden stamp 
such as anybody else would sort of turn up 
his nose at, why then you are let off for 
five shillings.

If you want something cheap, you can 
stand by the door of 391 Strand, and see 
the Royal Moguls themselves, on the third 
Thursday of each month, for less than 5s. 
apiece.

I am thinking of setting up myself as a 
Mogul, and my scale of charges will be: For 
looking at you and your stamp, five bob ; 
stamp alone, one bob ; ladies, stamp only 
charged for.

But, joking aside, it strikes me that these 
expert charges are getting a bit too thick. 
Whilst admitting that an expert’s opinion 
is well worth paying for in very difficult 
cases, I am inclined, nevertheless, to fear 
that these big fees are apt to be not only 
prohibitive, but detrimental to the popular
ization o f the hobby.

Save your Money
My  advice is, study your stamps with the 
aid of the philatelic literature that is avail
able, and be your own expert. 1 have only 
once paid for an expert’s opinion, and that 
was for his opinion of himself. He had 
pronounced a stamp o f mine bad. A  few 
years afterwards I submitted the selfsame 
stamp to him and his colleagues, and he 
pronounced it good.

I have had many stamps sent me for my 
opinion, and I can honestly say that, except

in one case, every one of those stamps 
could have been expertized by any regular 
reader of current philatelic literature.

O f course, if collectors will not read their 
journals, with their warnings and teachings, 
why then they must pay the big fees— and 
serve them right.

The Royal Society’s Total Membership
I c o n f e s s  I am greatly disappointed at the 
total net membership o f the Royal Society, 
as set out by Mr. Tilleard in his ever-in
teresting Annual Report: 229, with a possible 
236, is not grea t; it should have been at 
least 300. I would have laid odds on 300. 
Entrance fee halved, splendid works in pro
gress, and fellowship in a Royal Society, 
ought to have netted a better result.

There is still room for about 120 elections 
before the list can be closed for the election 
of fellows.

What are my country collecting friends 
thinking of, that they let this opportunity 
go by ? Surely there is a full quid pro quo 
now for the guinea subscription asked.

The Society’s Funds
It  cannot be long before the Society takes 
higher rank and makes its importance felt. 
It is flourishing in the matter of funds as 
it has never flourished before. It has ,£300 
cash in hand, besides another ,£275 exhibi
tion balance.

It is therefore no longer hampered by 
debt, and the thousand and one difficulties 
that debt creates. Its President stands next 
the throne, its Vice-President is the most 
scientific philatelist o f his day, it is fortu
nate in its able and influential Hon. Secre
taries, and its Librarian is an ideal one.

No one can gainsay these facts, and yet 
it is not doing its seventy miles an hour!
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More East African Changes 
C an  it be possible that there are to be more 
changes in East Africa? A  correspondent 

of Ewen’s Weekly says he 
hears that East Africa and 
Uganda are to be separated, 
and that the Indian currency 
o f “ annas” is to give way to 
“ cents.” It is inconceivable 
that the authorities should be 
chopping and changing in 
this tjuick-change manner. 

Really, with the division and redivision of 
territories in West and East Africa one 
wonders whether the Colonial Office is quite 
sure of its own mind from one year to 
another.

Pity the Poor Cataloguer 
T h ey  might at least have some pity upon 
the poor stamp cataloguer. What on earth 
will become of him if he has to scratch his 
poor poll for a  solution of such questions as 
how to place the divided and redivided 
and subdivided territories ? He will be driven 
to pray earnestly for wholesale Federation. 
The poor fellow will not be blamed if he 
settles the vexed question by giving each 
change its own heading. Thus we should 
have separate headings for British East 
Africa, Uganda, East Africa and Uganda, 
and so o n ; Southern Nigeria, Northern 
Nigeria, and all the other Nigerias.

Simplification is the order of the day. 
We are to have the simple life, simplified 
catalogues,simplified arrangement, simplified 
albums, and last, but not least, simplified 
prices.

Other Changes in Prospect
T hen  there ace the changes which must 
soon be made in many stamps to enable 
them to conform to the Postal Union require
ments. It will be remembered that some 
years ago the Postal Union recommended 
the adoption o f green for the Jd. value, red 
for the id., and blue for the 2$d. Since 
then it has agreed to make those colours 
compulsory, and by October of this year all 
that have not been changed must conform. 
Here is a list of the stamps that will have to 
be changed between this and October. I 
copy it from Ew eris Weekly, being too lazy 
to work it out for myself.

Antigua, id .
Bermuda, $d., id ., ajd.
British Central Africa, id . (no )d. or »$d. issued).
British Honduras, a c ., 5 c.
British N ew  Guinea (Papua), x c ., a c ., 3 c.
Brunei, 1 c ., a c., 5 c.
Cyprus, i ,  1, a piastre.
Dominica, $d., id ., a|d.
East Africa, a, 4, 10 cents T
F iji Islands, a}d.
Gibraltar, a|d.
Gold Coast, ^d.
Jam aica, * jd .,  blue.
fohore, a, 4 ,10  cents.
Leeward Islands, id .

M alay States, 4, 10 cents.
Malta, a}d.
Mauritius. 3, 6, 15 cents.
Montserrat, $d., id ., a jd .
North Borneo, a c., 4 c ., 10 c.
Northern Nigeria, Jd., id .,  a}d.
Queensland, s£d.
St. Helena, ajd.
St. Kitts*Nevis, id .,  id .
S t. Lucia, Jd.t id ., a£d.
St. Vincent, aid.
Sierra Leone, id ., id ., ajd.
Somaliland, 1 anna.
Southern Nigeria, id ., id ., aid*
Straits Settlements, 4 c.
Sudan, a, 4 m ill., 1 piastre.
Tasmania snu l̂l id .
Tonga Islands, £d , id ., a)d. (not in Postal Union). 
Transvaal, 2&d.
Virgin Islands, jd .,  id ., *Jd.
Bosnia, 5, xo, 25 heller (bicoloured).
Bulgaria, 5, 10, as stotinki (bicoloured).
China is not in the Postal Union but should it join, 

the a, 4, and 10 cents would have to be altered. 
Liberia, t , a, 5 cents (bicoloured).

And several South and Central American republics. 
M any of the above are partly printed in the Postal Union 
colours, and perhaps this may be accepted as a  compliance 
with the new condition.

The Question of Completeness 
In  this question of Old v. New Issues let 
me call the serious attention of the duellists 
to the fact that Exhibition Committees allow 
fifty per cent for completeness in judging a 
collection. I f  a collection is confined to old 
or new issues, what becomes of that fifty per 
cent, eh ? And 1 fancy the average man 
will similarly regard the thing.

The New S t  Vincents
I h a v e  not seen any of the new designs 
series of St. Vincent, and I am wondering 
whether the new design is to run through 
the series of values, or not. Up to the 
present we have only heard of two or three 
values, and none of those seem to be on 
sale in London y et I am on two new-issue 
lists, and 1 sneak around the Strand pretty 
frequently, but 1 have not seen a single 
specimen yet.

But they are all coming in plenty, in the 
good by and by —  St. Vincents, Solomon 
Islands, Papua, and all the rest.

It strikes me that there will be a lively 
autumn in new issues to start with.

The Stamp Tube
A t u b e  railway has been opened from 
Charing Cross to ’Appy ’Ampstead for the 
accommodation of the celebrated philatelists 
who live in that elevated region. The event 
was duly celebrated with a garden party. 
It is said that the Herts jollifications may 
be removed to this other end of the Tube—  
some day.

Prices, Then and Now, 1866-1907
A  R h y l  correspondent sends me a number 
of the Boy's Journal for November, 1866, 
and calls myattention to Young and Stockall’s 
advertisement therein of stamps for sale. It
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literally makes my lips water. Fancy Mol- 
davias 54, 81, and 108 paras for sixpence 
each ! But here’s the whole list of unused 
for you to gloat over and wish you had 
started in 1866 with an order for the lo t :—

YOUNG &  ST O C K A LL ,
WHOLESALE AN D  R E T A IL DEALERS IN FOREIGN 

AN D  COLONIAL POSTAGE STAMPS
(ESTABLISHED fi YEARS),

Central Chambers, 1? South Castle Street, Liverpool.

Their New Price List (i8 pages with cover), o f  about 
2500 varieties o f stamps, g iving fuli particulars o f form, 
value, colour, date o f issue, phce singly  and per dozen, 
used and unused, will be sent on receipt o f  3d. This List 
is issued on tbe first o f every month, and contains all the 
stamps issued up to tbe day o f publication.

A L L  S T A M P S  W A R R A N T E D  G EN UIN E.
They have nowon hand and for sale (all unused) the follow*

ing Stamps (for prices o f all other kinds see Price L ist):—  .

id . Antigua, 2d. each, is. tod. per dozen; Argentine 
Republic (old issue), 5 c., 4<d. each, 3s. per dozen; Austria
2 and 3 kr., 2d. each, is. p?r dozen; Austrian Italy 2 soldi, 
2d., is. 4d. per dozen, 3 soldi and env., 3d., 2s. per dozen, 
old issue (head to left) 2 soldi, 2d. each, is. 8d. per doz.,
3 soldi, 3d., 2s. 3d. per d o z .; Baden 1 kr.. id ., 8d. per doz., 
land*post 1 kr., ad. each, is. per doz., 3 kr. and env., ad. 
each, is. 6d. per d o z .; Bavaria, same price; Bahamas id ., 
3d., as., per d o z .; Barbadoes, green, 2d., xs. per doz., blue, 
3d., as. p.*rdoz.; Belgium new issue 30 c. brown. 6d. each, 
5s. per doz. 1 fr. lilac, 1-. 6 d .; Bergedorf 4 sch., id ., xod. 
per doz., 1 sch., 2d., is . 6d.. per doz., is . 4<1. per s e t; 
Lubeck new issue adhesive and env., same p rice ; Bermuda 
is. 6d. each, ss. per. doz., Brazil to r., ad., is. per d o z , 
20 r., 4d., 3s per doz.. 30 r. 3 d .; Bremen 1 grote adhesive 
and env., id . each, tod. per. doz., 2 grote 2d. each, is. od. 
per d o z.; British Columbia 2jd., 7d. each, 6s. doz., 5 c., 8d. 
each, 10 c., is. 3d. ea ch ; British Guiana t c., ad., is. per 
doz., 2 c., 3d., as. per. d o z .; Brunswick 4 s.gr., small oval, 
ad. each, is. per doz., 7 s.gr. ro*e, 3d., each, as. per doz., 
a s.gr. blue, 4d. each, 3 s.gr. brown, 6d., env. (new issue 
small oval) x s gr., 3d. each, 2 s.gr., 4d. each, 3 s.gr., 6d. 
each, the set i s . ; Ceylon id .,  ad. each, is. per doz , env. 
id . blue, 3d. each, 2s. 6d. per doz., ad. green, 6d. each ; 
Chili 1 c ., ad. each, is, 6d., per d o z.; Co*ta R ica £ rl., 8d. 
each ; Canada 1 c., id  each. iod. per doz., 2 c , ad. each, 
is. 8d. per doz., env. 5 c. 6d., r o c . , o d . ; Denmark, new 
issue, 4 sk. adhesive and env. ad. each, is. xod. per doz., 
a sk., adhesive and env., ad. each, is. ad. per doz., 3 sk., 
3d. each, 2$. d o z .; Ecuador Rep. 4 real blue, is. each, 
xos. d o z .; English envelopes on white, blue, yellow, mauve, 
and rose papers, the full set for 4s. 6 d .; Germany 4 and | 
s.gr., and 1 kr., id . each, 6d. per doz., 4 s.gr. and 4 s.gr. 
env., and 2 kr., env., ad. each, is. per d o z , x s.gr. and
3 kr. env., ad. each, is. 6d. per d o z .; French colonies 1 c., 
id ., 6d. per doz., set o f i ,  5, xo, 20, 40, 80 c , 3 s.; Finland 
5 k., 4d., 10 k ., 7d., env. 3 and to k .,  same price; Greece
1 1., id ., $d. doz., 2 1., id ., 8d. doz., 5 I., 2d., is  3d. doz., 
10 1.,  3d.; Grenada id .,  3d. each, as. d o z .; Honduras a rl*. 
blue and 2 rls. rose, is . 3d. each; Hamburg 4 sch.. id . 
each, 9d. per doz., new i}  sch., 3d. each, as. per doz., 
24 sch., green, 4 d .; Boten, Lafrenz*, Scheerenbeck's, 
Hamer's and W . Krantz', 6d. per set o f 10 ; Hanover 3 pfg. 
green, id. each, 8d. per doz., 4 gr. and 1 gr. env. ad. 
each, xs. per d o z .; Bestellgeldfiei (horse) 2d., is. per doz., 
horn, 2d., xs. 6d. per d o z .: new Holstein x£ sch., blue, 3d. 
each. 2S. per d o z.; Holland new issue 5 c ., 2d each, is. 6d. 
per doz.; H ong Kong 2 c ., 3d. each, 2s. per doz., 4 c., 
«d. each, 3s. 3d. per d o z .; Ionian Isles, 9d. per set, 7s. 6d. 
per dozen s e ts ; Italy, new issue, t c., id .,  4d. per doz.,
2 c ., brown, id . each, gd. per d oz.; Jam aica id ., 3d. each, 
as. per d o z .; Luxembourg t c . , id ., ed. per doz., 2 c., id ., 
$d., per doz., 4 c.f id .,  xod. per doz., 10 and xa| c ., 3d. 
each, 2s. 3d. per doz., as. pd. per s e t ; Liberia 6 c., 7d., 
12 c., ts., 24 c., xs. c d .;  L a  Guiara 4, 1, 2 1, ed. each,
4 centavos, 6d. each, 4 rl., 6d.. a r s . , g d . ; Luzon 34th, 6d. 
each. «s. per doz ; M alta Jd , »d. each, xod. per doz.; 
Mauritius, xd., 3d. eadt, ss. per doz ; Mecklenburg 4, id ., 
dd. per doz., 1 sch. enV., »d., is. 9d. per doz , x4 sch., 3d. 
each, as. 3d. per d o z .; new issue Mecklenburg-Strelitz 4 
and 4 sch., id . each, iod per dor., x sch. mauve and is.

f r. rose, 3d. each, 2s. per d o z .; Mexico 4 real blue and 
real brown, as. each; Moldavia. *4, 81, 108, 40, and 80 

paras, 6d. e a ch ; Monte Video, set o f 6, 5s. 6 d .; Moldo- 
W allacbia, new issue 2 p., ad., is. per doz., 5 p., 3d.,

as. 6d. per doz., ao p. 8d., the set x s.; New Granada 5 c . , 
6d., 10 c., xs., 20 c., 2 s .; Nevis, id ., 3d. each, 2s. per 
doz.; New Brunswick 1 c., ad., is. per doz., 2 c., ad., 
is. gd. per d o z .; Neapolitan provinces, the set of 8 for 
4$. ; Newfoundland id ., 3d., ad., 4d., 3d., 6 d .; New 
Caledonia, 10 c., as. 6d. each; Nicaragua a c., 6d., ss. 
per doz., 5 c., 9d., 8s. per doz.; N orw ay (new issue) 2 sk., 
ed., xs. 6d per d o z.; Nova Scotia 1 c., id ., is. per doz., 
a c. ad , is. 9d. per doz., 84 and zo c., gd. each ; Oldenburg 
4, id . each, iod. per d o z , 4 and env., 2d. each, is. per 
d o z .; new Papal States 4 baj., xd. xod. per doz., x baj., 
ad., is. 3d. per d oz.; Portugal 5 reis, id ., 6d. per doz., 
10 rets, ad., is . per d o z.; Pacific Steam Navigation Com* 
pany’s stamps, as. each, or the set o f 9 for 15s.; Poland 
10 ko p .,o d .. env. 3 kop., ed. each, 10 kop., od., the set 
is . 9 d .; Prussia 3 pfg. and 4 pfg., xd. each, 8a. per d o z .; 
Prince Edward s Island id .. 2d. each, is. 6d. per doz., 2d., 
3d. each, as. 6d. per doz.; Peru 1 dinero and 1 peseta, 6d. 
each, 5$. per d o z .; Russia, new issue, 1 kop., ad. is. per 
doz., 3 kop , 3d. each, as. per doz., 5 kop.? 4a. each, 3s. 6d. 
per doz. ; Wenden stamps, rose (arms in centre), green 
and red. centre green, all 6d. each ; St. Lucia, red, 3d., 
as. per doz., new issue b ’ack. 3d. each, 2s. per doz., yellow 
is ., mauve is. 3d., orange as. 6 d .; Sandwich Islands 1 c. 
blue and 1 c . black, 3d. each, as. 6d. per doz., 2 c. blue, 
a c. black, and 2 c. vermilion, 4d. each, 3s. 6d. per d o z .; 
Sierra Leone 6d. lilac, i s . ; St. Vincent id .,  3d., as. per 
d o z .; Saxony 3 pf., id . each, 8d. per doz., 4 gr*. ad. each, 
is. per d o z , new issue 4 n.gr. env., ad. each, ts. 3d. per 
doz., 1 gr. and env., ad. each, is. 9d. d o z .; Spain (new 
issue, 1866) 2 cuartos, ad. each, ts. 3d. doz., 4 c., ad., is. 
doz., the set o f 6, 3$.; Sweden 3 ore, ad. each, ts. per do2., 
5 ore, ad. each, is. 9d. per d o z.; Swiss a c , td ., 6d. per 
doz., 3 c., id .,  9d. per doz., $ c., 2d., is . per d o z .; St. 
Helena id. red. 3d. each, as. d o z .; new Schleswig 4 sch., 
ad. each, ts. 3d. per doz., 14 and t) sch., 3d. each. 2s. 6d. 
doz., a sch., 4d.. 4 sch., 8 d .; old Schleswig-Holstein, blue 
and rose, is. 6d. each, new issue i4 green, 3d., as. 6d. 
doz., 4 sch. rose, ad-, ts. 3d per doz., x J sch., mauve, 3d. 
each, as. 6d. per doz., a sk. blue, 4d. 4 sch brown, 8 d .; 
Tasmania td ., ad. each, is. 6d. per doz., 2d., 3d. each, 
as. 6d. per d o z .; Trinidad red. 3d. each, as. d o z .; Tuscany 
x, 5, and io c . .6 d .  each ; United S tates; P .O . Despatch 
(eagle) x c., blue, 3d., as. 6d. d o z .; Pony Express 10 c., 
6 d .; Venezuela 4 green, id ., 4 c , 3d., as. doz., 1 c ., sd., 
4s. doz., new issue (eagle) 4 c  » ad., is . 6d. per doz., 1 C., 
3d., as. 6d. per d o z.; Wurtemberg 1 kr., id ., 9d. per doz., 
1 kr. env., id  , 9d. per doz. 3 kr. and env., 2d. each, 
is  6d. per doz., return letter stamps, black, ed each, 
3s. 6d. per d o z .; St. Thomas 3 c , 3d., as. 9d. per d o z.; 
T urkey new issue (1865), for paid letters, 10 paras green, 
ad. each, is. 6d. per doz., 1 p. lilac. $d., ao p ., 3d., 2S. gd. 
per doz., the set 3s., for unpaid letters, ao p ., 3d., as. gd. 
per doz., 1 p ., 6d., 3s. per set; Western Australia td. 
carmine, 3d. each, as. per doz , ad. blue, ed. each, 3s. 6d. 
per doz., new ts«ue td. straw, 3d. each, 2s. 6d. per doz., 
2d. yellow, ed. each, 3s 6d. per doz., ed. rose, is. each.

Old and New. New and Old
It  is tbe old, old question. It crops up 
every now and again. Some people are 
never tired of girding at others who do not 
collect just as they would have them do.

Here are a couple of friends of mine who 
are always going for each other. One is a 
devotee of old issues, t’other is a new-issue 
man. The old-issue chap says, “ Few phila
telists can hope to collect both old and new.” 
“ Why not?” Says he, “ Time and money 
will not permit.” “ How so ?” “ If a col
lector takes up a country, surely he can see 
to it that his choice will enable him to follow 
up that country from start to finish. It is 
not a question of old or new, but of the 
country.”

The extremists— old v. new— only raise a 
smile on the face of the looker-on who un
derstands the little game— if you spend too 
much on old issues you won’t have any brass 
left for me, and vice versa. That’s the real 
trouble.
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British Colonial Stamps
FROM T H E  "C O LO N IA L O FFIC E  JO U R N A L "*

PR A C T IC A L L Y  all Crown Colony 
stamps are manufactured in England, 
and a colonial officer has frequently to 

settle points relating to them without having, 
in the colony, the means of ascertaining the 
technical processes. Some particulars may 
therefore be useful.

We propose to begin with a general 
survey of the subject, then to follow the 
different processes, from the making of the 
paper to the packing of the stamps, and 
finally to summarize any conclusions which 
we think may be deduced from the facts 
which have been set out. At the outset we 
will endeavour to place ourselves in the 
position of an officer called upon to arrange 
for a new issue of stamps.

There are three courses open, i.e., to 
adopt—

(i) The head of His Majesty the King.
(2) The arms of the colony.
(3) Designs illustrating the scenery, 

fauna, flora, or industries of the 
colony.

Copper Plate v. Surface Printing 
When one of the above three courses has 

been decided upon, the next point which 
arises is whether the stamps shall be printed 
by the so-called copper-plate or the surface
printing method.

The former is the older way, and that by 
which the most artistically successful results 
have been obtained, as any one who turns 
over the pages of a stamp album will at 
once perceive. The necessary plates are 
also cheaper, although the actual printing is 
a little more expensive, and, where large 
numbers of stamps of the same duty are 
required, much more expensive than the 
surface method.

The most important difference between 
the two kinds of plates is that, in case of 
the copper plate the ink enters the sunk 
portions of the plate, and is completely 
cleaned away from the surface of the plate 
before printing takes place. In the case of 
the surface-printing plate, which is really a 
stereo, the ink lies on the raised, engraved 
portion of the plate, and never touches the 
flat surface.

From this it follows that a very different 
kind of ink must be used for the copper 
plate. It must be of a thick, oily nature,

* The Colonial OffiioJournal is a new Quarterly 
published by Waterlow and Sons, price is. 6d. 
It is an unofficial publication, but it is issued with 
the approval of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies.

and the paper on which the printing takes 
place must be wetted, so that it may sink 
well into and extract all the ink from the 
lines engraved on the plate. The ink used 
for surface printing is, on the other hand, of 
a thinner kind, and the paper is used dry.

In ordinary copper-plate printing the 
plate, which is of steel, is itself engraved, 
every line being put in by hand, and a really 
artistic result is thus produced; but this 
method is not used in the manufacture of 
stamp plates, as not only would the expense 
be very great, but it would be impossible for 
any engraver to produce several absolutely 
identical engravings. Instead of directly 
engraving the plate a steel roll is pressed, 
when soft, upon the original engraving, 
which is of courseof the size of a single stamp. 
When the roll has been hardened, it is in 
turn pressed 60 or 120 times on a sheet of 
soft steel, and this when hardened becomes 
the working plate, and according to the 
number of impressions which it will produce 
at one time, it is called 60 or 120 set.

The surface-printing plate is made some
what differently, but the details are a  trade 
secret. The die is engraved in the same 
way as for copper-plate printing and the 
printing plate is prepared in much the same 
way.

There is only one colony, i.e. Falkland 
Islands, which has adopted a copper-plate 
design showing the head of H.M. the King. 
The more usual plan is to use the surface 
process and to print the body of the stamp 
front a keyplate bearing the King’s Head 
and the words “ Postage” or “ Postage and 
Revenue,” which is shared by all the colonies 
and can be set up either 120 set or 240 set 
according to the set of the overprint plates 
which bear only the name of the colony and 
the duty, and one of which is therefore re
quired for each duty.

Colonies which issue large numbers of 
stamps o f certain values often find it worth 
while to go to the expense of a special plate 
for each of such duties, which print the 
whole of the stamp at one operation and 
naturally therefore at a very much cheaper 
rate. O f course, the special plate costs a good 
deal more money than the overprint plate.

When pictorial designs are adopted each 
method of printing is freely employed. Rut 
there are two objections to printing stamps 
o f high values by the copper-plate process, 
particularly if they are to be used for revenue 
as well as postal purposes :—

(1) Such stamps are more easily forged 
than surface-printed stamps.
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(2) As the paper has to be wet when 
printed on it is necessary to use 
ink of very stable character, with 
the consequence that ordinary ink 
cancellations can be removed with
out damagin'g the stamp.

Good examples of tta  different effects of 
the two processes ini the case of views are 
the Dominica stamps (surface process) and 
the new Brunei -stamps (copper plate), and 
in the case of colonial arms the Mauritius 
stamps (surface process) may be compared 
with those of Turks Islands (copper plate).

Fugitive Inks— Single and Double
If it is decided to have stamps printed by 

the surface process it is necessary to decide 
whether such stamps shall be printed in 
singly or in doubly fugitive ink. This 
depends, for the reasons stated below, on 
whether the stamps are intended for use for 
postage only, or also for revenue purposes, 
and so are likely to be cancelled by ordinary 
writing ink.

The term “  singly fugitive ink ” means that 
if any attempt is made to remove a cancella
tion which has been applied by means of 
ordinary- cancelling ink, the colour of the 
stamp will suffer. “ Doubly fugitive” ink is 
so sensitive that even if the stamp is can
celled with ordinary writing ink it was 
thought, until recently, to be impossible to 
remove the mark without injuring the 
appearance of the stamp. The duel between 
the fraudulent cleaner of stamps and the 
manufacturer is, however, similar to that 
between projectile and armour plate, and, as 
will be seen below, it is now necessary to 
make the surface of the stamp still more 
sensitive to manipulation.

The disadvantage of doubly fugitive ink is 
that it can only be obtained in three colours,
i.e. green, purple, and black. The existing 
universal keyplate (one example of which is 
to be seen in the Sierra Leone stamps) is 
almost the size of the whole stamp, narrow 
strips at top and bottom being left for the 
duty and the name of the colony. It is, of 
course, unnecessary to print these strips in 
doubly fugitive ink, as they may easily escape 
cancellation altogether, but the body of the 
stamp must be printed in doubly fugitive 
ink. There are some objections to the use 
of black, so that only purple and green can 
in practice be used where the body of the 
stamp is of such extent as it is in the present 
universal keyplate.

If the bodies of all the stamps of a series 
are in either purple or green, it is extremely 
difficult to prevent confusion, even if a 
certain number of stamps are printed in 
doubly fugitive colours on red, blue, green, 
or yellow paper. Printing on red and blue 
paper has, moreover, a very bad effect on 
the appearance of the stamp.

There is another disadvantage in having 
the bodies of many stamps in the same 
colour, i.e. the possibility of fraudulent 
manipulation by substituting slips of high 
values for the low values.

This difficulty will be overcome in new 
issues of stamps bearing the King’s Head, 
as the manufacturers are preparing a new 
keyplate showing only a central oval con
taining the King’s Head, and this will be 
used with overprint plates bearing not only 
the name of the colony and the duty, but 
also the words “ Postage and Revenue,” the 
whole of which will therefore be in one 
colour.

In the case of existing sets of stamps, the 
possibility of manipulation of the value can 
only be prevented by either purchasing a 
fresh set of duty plates for use with the key
plate, mentioned in the last paragraph, or by 
extending the use of singly fugitive ink 
further than the id., id., and 2^d. values, to 
which it is fairly generally admitted, possibly 
as far as 5d., and in this way diminishing 
the number of stamps which have to be 
printed in purple and green. The proba
bility that any one would find it worth his 
while to remove the cancellation from large 
numbers of stamps of comparatively low 
value, is one which each colonial Govern
ment can alone estimate for itself. The 
regulations affecting the sale of stamps and 
the local labour conditions would probably 
be the main factors in the question, the 
danger being greater in countries inhabited 
by a clever population with a low standard 
of comfort.

The copper plate process is not very suit
able for printing stamps in two colours, 
owing to the necessity of wetting the paper 
for each printing. Each time the paper is 
wetted it alters in size sufficiently to make it 
very difficult to make the second impression 
exactly fit the first. The result of this is 
that the cost of printing in two colours is 
considerably higher than that of printing in 
one colour, and it will be generally found to 
be more economical in the long run to order 
a separate plate for each value, but this 
necessitates each stamp being printed in a 
single colour.

There is one class of stamp for which the 
copper plate process is specially adapted. 
This is a series of stamps such as that of the 
Tonga Islands, in which several designs are 
used.

It has recently been found that even the 
use of doubly fugitive ink by itself is an in
sufficient protection against cleaning, and all 
stamps which are printed in doubly fugitive 
ink are now further safeguarded by a special 
treatment of the paper before printing. The 
slightest tampering with stamps printed in 
doubly fugitive ink on paper so treated in
fallibly ruins the appearance of the stamp.
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Watermarks
It is well known that all stamps of the 

Crown Colonies and Protectorates are printed 
on specially made paper, with a watermark 
showing a succession of devices, composed 
of a Crown and the letters C A, standing for 
“  Crown Agents.” Each stamp shows por
tions of several of these designs. This paper 
was first introduced about four years ago, in 
substitution for a paper which was intended 
to show one device on each stamp, but which 
was found not to fit all stamps, so that in 
some two nearly entire watermarks were 
found, and in others hardly any at all. The 
watermark, is, of course, only a last resort 
in testing the genuineness of a stamp which 
has been affixed to a postal packet or docu
ment, as it is impossible to see it except by 
removing the stamp from the envelope, and 
looking at the back. A  great advantage in 
using such paper is the check upon the pro
duction of stamps, as the paper given out 
for each order will only enable a fixed 
number of stamps to be printed.

Colours
Before proceeding to the consecutive de

scription of the processes of manufacture, 
the question of the colours of the stamps 
may be referred to. The Washington Con
vention recommended that every country in 
the Postal Union should adopt green, red, 
and blue colours for the respective values of 
id., id., and 2id., and their equivalents in 
other currencies, and the Rome Convention 
has now made these colours compulsory 
from the ist October of this year. The 
colours of the other values have, until now, 
been chosen in the main arbitrarily, the in
tention in each case being to make a series 
of stamps as distinctive as possible inter se. 
There would, however, be some practical 
advantages in formulating a universal colour 
scheme for all the Crown Colonies and Pro
tectorates. Further reference may be made 
to this subject in a future article.

J\ Philatelic Library:
Its Uses and Hold to Form It
B y  BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

IT  is a recognized axiom in philatelic 
circles that a really earnest stamp col
lector should have more than a mere 

nodding acquaintance with philatelic litera
ture. We are all in cordial agreement with 
the assertion that a philatelic library is a 
most useful, nay, more, a very necessary 
part of a collector’s outfit, and yet, how 
many of those who so enthusiastically pro
fess a belief in the usefulness of handbooks 
and journals devoted to our hobby possess 
even the rudiments of a philatelic library?

It is, a la s ! only too true that of the 
thousands of active collectors keenly in
terested in the pursuit of Philately not one 
per cent regularly subscribes to even one 
stamp magazine ; fewer still endeavour to 
keep abreast of the times by subscribing to 
two or three journals and purchasing some 
of the most useful handbooks ; and those 
who possess an accumulation of volumes, 
large enough to be dignified by the name 
of library, is small indeed.

This curious apathy on the part of the 
general body of collectors to philatelic litera
ture is all the more remarkable when one 
considers what an extensive bibliography 
our hobby possesses. There are few pursuits 
that can boast of such a mass of real, sound, 
valuable reading matter as that which Phila
tely has brought into being during the fifty

or sixty years that stamp collecting has 
formed the all-absorbing hobby of a vast 
concourse of people situated in all stations 
of life. One is almost forced to believe that 
the average collector prefers to remain in 
ignorance regarding all that is most interest
ing about his stamps, which he might glean 
from a perusal of current magazines and 
reference to the best articles that have 
appeared in days gone by.

How often one finds that the only philatelic 
“  library ” scores of collectors are cognizant 
of is a catalogue of more or less recent 
date, and perhaps a stray copy of some 
stamp journal. It seems to me that the man 
who makes no efforts whatever to form a 
library is blind to his own interests, for 
without the assistance of some of the best 
philatelic literature how can he expect to 
form his collection on intelligent lines?

In the following notes I purpose showing 
to the best of my ability how one can best 
form a philatelic library, pointing out which 
volumes are likely to prove most useful to 
the average collector, and giving some idea 
of the prices of the various works mentioned. 
At the outset it should be clearly under
stood that I am dealing with a practical 
library, as distinct from a collection of 

hilatelic literature. To form a  really am- 
itious collection of the literature devoted
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to Philately is not a task to be lightly under
taken, and while such an accumulation would 
include all the volumes that are most valuable 
from an informative point of view, it would, 
of necessity, also comprise a large number 
of items that are of no practical use what
ever, and which are only interesting from 
a bibliographical standpoint. There are 
many stamp “ magazines,” chiefly of Ameri
can origin, owing to the very cheap rates of 
postage that obtain there, which are abso
lutely useless to the collector in search of 
information. These precious pamphlets 
rarely get beyond the “  Vol I, No. I ” stage, 
and usually consist of a few lines of alleged 
reading matter liberally interspersed with 
the publishers’ or some one else’s advertise
ments. The following is a fair sample of 
the literary' contents

The first stamp issued was the id., black,
« • *

Send your subscription along as our next 
issue will be a bumper.

* « «
Time and tide wait for no man.

The colour of the current British id. 
stamp is scarlet.

We hear that Panama has issued several 
provisionals lately.

• * *
Look out for our next number.

Fortunately the “ next number” usually 
fails to inflict itself on a coldly irresponsive 
world.

It is obvious that rubbish of this sort is 
not wanted by the collector, so in these 
notes I shall devote my remarks solely to a 
discussion of those volumes that contain 
matter of substantial interest to all phila
telists.

The Uses of a  Library
A  carefully selected library is at once a 

mine of information and a source of con
tinual pleasure to its owner. By its means 
he is able to settle all sorts of philatelic 
difficulties that will persist in cropping up 
from time to time, and he is able to study 
all that other philatelists have discovered 
about his favourite stamps.

The current periodicals to which he sub
scribes keep him in touch with all that is 
happening in the philatelic world— he reads 
of all the latest discoveries that have been 
made by his fellow collectors, and is kept 
well-informed on the burning stampic topics 
of the hour. He also receives valuable hints 
as to the arrangement, etc., of his collection ; 
he knows all about the newest of new issues 
and what changes are projected in the 
stamps of certain countries ; and, if he is a

member of a society, he learns of all that 
takes place at the meetings almost as well 
as if he were present himself.

The older magazines the collector will find 
a source of perennial joy. What is more 
delightful than to take down from one’s 
bookshelves an old volume of, say, The 
■ Stamp Collector’ s Magazine, and dip into 
its pages haphazardly ? One reads the 
thoughts of the philatelic giants of our 
hobby’s early days, and is filled with more 
respect than ever for their powers of re
search and knack of elucidating mysteries 
and dispelling difficulties. Most of the 
articles will be found particularly helpful 
and useful, hints galore will be assimilated.

To the ordinary collector a well-selected 
library is a guide, philosopher, and friend 
indeed. He wishes to know the meaning of 
the design on this stamp, whose is the 
portrait on that, and why is this symbol 
shown on another— an intelligent and dili
gent search in the volumes he possesses will 
more than probably furnish him with en
lightenment on all these points. Incidentally 
he will learn of varieties worth hunting for 
among the issues of his pet countries, and, 
altogether, a regular use of his library is 
bound to substantially increase his interest 
in all his stamps.

T o the specialist a sound library is an 
absolute necessity. Unless one happens 
to be a philatelic genius it is of little use 
starting to specialize in the stamps of any 
particular country entirely in the dark. 
And even if one is one of those clever in
dividuals with eagle’s eyes for minor varieties 
and a marvellous knack of solving the most 
knotty problems, much valuable time and 
energy are wasted in making “  discoveries ” 
that other specialists have described very 
fully perhaps years previously. Before start
ing to study the stamps of any country with 
a view to specialism, the collector should 
first o f all endeavour to trace any articles 
that had appeared on the subject, and care
fully digest all that others had to say on the 
matter. He can then verify the various 
points that have been noted, and will be 
able to more quickly arrive at the problems 
that have only been partially or unsatis
factorily solved by others. And if he has 
no library, how can he manage this ?

How to Form a Library 
A  careful discrimination in the formation 

of even a small library is desirable. A  little 
trouble in this respect will more than repay 
the collector by adding to the pleasure and 
information the possession of the volumes 
will give him.

A  useful, practical library ought to contain 
the latest edition of the best catalogues ; 
as many as possible of the leading philatelic 
magazines, both old and new ; at least one
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good “ general” handbook on Philately; 
and all the special handbooks on the postal 
issues o f particular countries that one can 
manage to acquire.

There will be no difficulty in procuring 
the catalogue ; it is only necessary to remit 
the requisite sum to the publishers and one 
is at once the happy possessor of a  valuable 
guide. A  catalogue may well be considered 
a primary requisite, for, within certain limits, 
it is the sum total of up-to-date philatelic 
knowledge. Without its aid one is literally 
collecting in the dark as regards the number 
of stamps issued, their chronological order, 
and other points with which every collector 
should be acquainted.

Next, there is current philatelic literature. 
It is, of course, to be taken for granted that 
all the readers of this article are staunch 
supporters o f G .S.IV ., and very possibly 
this is the only stamp journal to which they 
subscribe. May I suggest that every reader 
should take at least one monthly magazine 
in addition ? Where there are so many 
excellent ones to choose from it would be 
invidious on my part to select one for special 
mention. The best plan is for the collector 
to obtain specimen copies o f the various 
periodicals 1 shall enumerate later on, and 
then choose the journal or journals he finds 
most suited to his tastes.

With regard to the older magazines, I can 
only point out the most noteworthy, leaving 
the reader to make his own choice, accord
ing to his tastes and the amount he is 
inclined to spend in the formation of a 
library.

A  good general handbook is indispensable, 
and from the list given below the collector 
should be able to choose at least one. He 
will find such a volume provides him with 
a vast amount of general information as 
to the meaning of various philatelic terms, 
how stamps are made, and the thousand 
and one other things he will require to know 
as his philatelic enthusiasm increases.

The number of handbooks dealing with 
the stamps of particular countries is large, 
and most of them are so excellent that it is 
difficult to advise as to"a selection. There are 
the superb publications of the Royal Phila
telic Society, London, which are, perhaps, a 
little too expensive for the average collector, 
though their acquisition is, as the immortal 
William puts it, “ a consummation devoutly 
to be wished." Then there is the excellent 
series of Stanley Gibbons Handbooks, issued 
at a price which does not make them pro
hibitive ; and last, but by no means least, 
there are a number of excellent volumes 
published at the modest sum of is. each. 
But all these will be dealt with later on. 
I can only submit a list of what are, in my 
opinion, the most useful and desirable 
works, and my readers must exercise their

own judgment in choosing the volumes that 
appeal most to their individual tastes.

Philatelic Volumes and their Prices
In my previous notes 1 referred to the 

necessity of every collector possessing a  good 
modern catalogue o f the world’s postage 
stamps. I think there can be no hesitation 
in plumping for Messrs. Stanley Gibbons’ 
Catalogue, for, though it has a  few faults 
and contains a few - inconsistencies, it is, 
nevertheless, a marvellous production, and 
can justly claim to be the leading and 
standard catalogue. Not only is it the 
recognized guide to all English-speaking 
collectors, but it has a wide sale, and 
extends its influence to every part of Mother 
Earth in which stamp collectors may be 
found.

In the notes regarding special catalogues, 
handbooks, and magazines enumerated below 
I have only mentioned those printed in the 
English language. There is a large number 
of admirable works in French, German, 
Spanish, etc.; but as the average English
man understands only his own language no 
useful purpose would, I think, be served in 
making mention of them here. These notes 
may, then, best be termed a guide to the 
formation of an English philatelic library.

( To be continued.')

T H E  K I N G ' S  O W N  

P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L P V M

T h is  Album has been specially designed for 
those collectors who either com m ence a collection 
with the Postage Stam ps o f K in g  Edward V I I ,  or 
who collect these stamps as a supplem ent to  a 
G eneral C ollection. T h e  K in g 's  Own Album con
tains ioo  pages o f heavy white plate paper out
lined with a neat bord er o f  neutral g rey , with 
quadrille background inside the g rey  border, and 
nam e space at the top o f each page. E x act size 
o f leaves from  th e outer ed ge, 7 $ x 9 $ ; available 
for m ounting stamps, 6& x8L T h e  title-page is 
printed in the Royal Colours, with the K in g ’s 
C ypher M onogram  and Crow n. S tron gly  bound 
in cloth , bevelled boards, with the Official C ypher 
M onogram  and Crown in gold  on cover.

Post-free, 8 s . ; abroad, 8s. 9d.

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  
C O L L E C T I N G *  B y  M ajor E .  B .  E V A N S  

T h e  young co llector is frequently perplexed by  
th e m eaning o f  the various term s used in stam b 
co llectin g , and the fullest explanations o f these 
will b e  found in this book.

as. 9d. in Pap er Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly  bound 
in Cloth.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39« Strand, London, W.C.
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Purchase of the 
Breitfuss Collection
J\ Fifty-tbousand-pound Collection of Postage Stamps
NOTES BY CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

I H A V E  much pleasure in announcing 
that after protracted negotiations I have 
been able to purchase for my firm this 

world-celebrated collection.
Mr. F. Breitfuss was bom on September 

i6th, 1851, and commenced collecting stamps 
while at school, about 1865 ; and he is cer
tainly one of the oldest collectors now alive.

In 1872 Mr. Breitfuss entered a business 
house in Marseilles, and there bought several 
collections which had been pawned by French 
officers on leaving Marseilles in 1870 to go 
and fight in the Franco-German W ar. These 
collections were sealed up, and the pawn
brokers would sell them only unopened ; 
only one of these collections turned out a 
great bargain.

In December, 1873, Mr. Breitfuss moved 
to London, and remained there nearly two 
years. In 1874 he met Dr. Viner, who per
suaded Mr. Breitfuss to join the London 
Philatelic Society. There he soon became 
friendly with the foremost collectors o f the 
day, amongst whom he remembers especi
ally Judge Philbrick, Victoriano de Ysasi, 
M. de Johannis, Sir Daniel Cooper, etc. etc. 
Mr. T . K. Tapling only joined the Society 
shortly before Mr. Breitfuss left London. 
Mr. Breitfuss has told me many interesting 
anecdotes of those days. Amongst them, I 
remember, he states that about 1874 Senf 
sent him the first copy o f the circular 27 p. 
of Moldavia ; the copy was not very pretty, 
and Mr. Breitfuss sent it on to Sir D. Cooper 
at 50s., and he kept it. Mr. Philbrick, at the 
next meeting of the Society, on hearing of 
this, said, “  Oh, if stamp collectors will pay 
such great prices, collecting will be im
possible, and that will be the end o f Phil
ately ! *

In 1875 Mr. Breitfuss moved to Odessa 
and met a  few collectors there and added to 
his already great collection.

In 1877 he left Odessa and returned home 
to St. Petersburg, where he has lived ever 
since.

The father of Mr. Breitfuss was the Court 
jeweller, and had much influence, which he 
used to obtain good stamps for bis son. He 
also made him some good presents— for in
stance, in 1866 he ordered from Herr Ernst

Paul Wiittig, in Leipzig, all stamps he could 
supply at 10 silbergroschen (about is.) each 
and under, and received a large parcel; 
amongst them were the British Guiana 1 c. 
and 1 c. type-set stamps of 1862 (now ^5 to 
fi\o  each).

During the thirty years that Mr. Breitfuss 
has lived in Russia he has never ceased 
collecting,and on several occasions he bought 
whole collections and added the cream of 
them to his own hoards.

Amongst the most famous of these were 
the collections of Prince Galitzin-Ostermann, 
for which he gave /1500 in 1887, and the 
famous collection of the late Mr. Theodor 
Notthafft, director of the Russian-Chinese 
and International Banks, which he acquired 
for many thousands of pounds in 1898, two 
years after the death of Mr. Notthafft.

The collection from the commencement 
has been made on the broadest lines of 
general collecting, and during the last few 
years Mr. Breitfuss has specialized in a great 
many countries, such as those with stamps 
that can be plated, e.g. British Guiana, 1862, 
Nevis, New South W ales (Sydneys and 
Laureated), Tasmania, Mauritius, etc. In 
Foreign Countries he had wonderful special
ized collections of all Germany, France, 
Switzerland, etc.

He collected all essays, trials, proofs, issued 
stamps both used and unused, reprints, forged 
stamps used postally,errors, stamps on letters, 
bisected stamps used for half their value, etc. 
His collections of envelopes and post cards 
rank amongst the most complete in the 
world, and he also included all kinds of 
locals. Mr. Breitfuss retains his collections 
of envelopes, cards, and locals, and of the 
postage stamps he also keeps Russia, Levant, 
Poland, and P'inland, and a few of the smaller 
Central and South American groups, which 
he desires to keep in order to have some
thing to work at in the future.

With these exceptions my firm has bought 
the whole of his postage stamp collection 
contained in over seventy large volumes. 
Many of the books are crammed full to 
bursting-point, and it will be impossible 
to price them without rearranging them, and 
this work will probably take up the greater
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part of the summer months. I trust that by 
the commencement of next season in October 
most of the books may be priced and on 
sale.

I hope to give details of the different books 
as 1 finish pricing them.

It is very interesting to note the difference 
between the prices Mr. Breitfuss paid and 
the present market values. Below I give a 
list of a few things, which might be increased 
almost indefinitely. For comparison I add 
the present market value in brackets.

Zurich, mint, horizontal pair of the 4 rap- 
pen, bought in 1881 for ,£4 (£  125).

Saxony, error, A ngr., on blue, bought 
from Dr. Kloss in 1879 for £2  (£ 1 °°).

New Zealand, is., green on blue, unused, 
bought from J. W. Palmer, 1873, for tos. 
G£90).

In 1873 or '874 Mr. Breitfuss wrote to 
Mr. Basset Hull, asking him to send any 
dated copies of Australian stamps in ex
change for Russian locals. In due time a 
nice parcel arrived, lots of the stamps marked 
at one penny each. Mr. Breitfuss was not 
arranging his Australians at the moment, 
and put the stamps on one side for some 
years. About 1893 I sent to Mr. Notthafft 
a id., brown, New Zealand, wmk. N Z, at a 
rather high price. Mr. Notthafft showed 
the stamp to Mr. Breitfuss, asking him if 
he advised the purchase or if he had a 
specimen. Mr. Breitfuss then thought of 
the stamps received from Mr. Basset Hull 
at id. each, and examined them,and amongst 
them he found a superb copy of this scarce 
variety. It is dated July, 1873, and is, I 
think, the only dated copy known (value

Victoria, 5s., blue on yellow, mint, bought 
from Moens in 1881 f o r / i  8s. (/16).

Spain, 1865, 12 c., rose and blue, a  mint 
horizontal pair, one having the frame in
verted. This unique piece was sent by 
Moens in 1882 for 5s.; he certainly could 
not have noticed the error. A  few years ago, 
Mr. Breitfuss tells me, a well-known Berlin 
dealer offered £100  cash for this pair on be
half of a well-knovui titled collector.

In 1873 Mr. Breitfuss bought an almost 
complete collection of the Spanish stamps 
from Mr. dc Ysasi, the old issues only, all 
unused, for ,£10 ; the value to-day would be 
fully ,£200.

Turks Islands, a block of nine (two-types), 
2jd. on is., prune, cost in 1881, 6s.; value 
now £  120.

Another strip of 2^d. on is., blue, having 
one of the rare types in it, cost 2S. at the 
same time from Dr. Viner ; value to-day is 
certainly / lo o .

The unused is., prune, of 1879, was bought 
in 1880 from Pemberton, Wilson & Co. for 
2s. ; value to-day /30.

Nevis, uncut mint sheet of 4d., engraved,

bought from Moens in October, 1883, for 
123. ; value to-day over .£100.

Nevis, uncut mint sheet of 6d., litho
graphed, bought in January, 1885, from 
M. Schmidt de Wilde, for £ 1  4 s .; value 
to-day / n o .

These few examples show what a grand 
investment a fin e  stamp collection is, and 
there is no doubt that stamps must increase 
in value in the future even more than they 
have done in the past. The science of 
Philately is now world-wide, and rich col
lectors are seeking for fine stamps in almost 
every country, and there is no doubt that 
the demand for fine stuff far exceeds the 
supply.

For some time past Mr. Breitfuss has had 
the habit of making periodical valuations of 
his collection, and it may be of interest to 
give the figures he has in one of his books 
of West Indian stamps, the prices being 
obtained from the leading catalogues:—

value was t)330 roubles.
» 4,000
»» 11,184 M

24,081
26,734 »>

Nov., 1893 
Oct., 1895 
Sept., 1903 
Jan., 1907 

(The rouble is about 2s. i^d.).

It is only by a sad chance that I have 
been enabled to purchase this collection. 
Some years ago the late Grand Duke Alexis 
Michaelovitch, who was one of the leading 
collectors in Russia, intimated to Mr. Breit
fuss his wish to purchase this collection and 
give it to the Russian nation, placing it under 
the charge of Mr. Breitfuss in one of the 
great museums of St. Petersburg.

The Grand Duke unfortunately died before 
this arrangement could be carried out.

A  little later on some collectors in Russia 
approached Mr. Breitfuss and offered him 
£,33,000 for his collection; this, however, 
was declined.

Since then the collection has been very 
largely added to, and for many years has 
been considered to be the third finest, most 
complete general collection in the world. 
The two which are recognized as much 
superior to this one are the collections of 
Herr P. la Rdnotifere, of Paris, and our 
National Collection (presented by the late 
Mr. T . K. Tapling) in the British Museum.

The Breitfuss Collection of stamps is 
certainly the finest and most valuable general 
collection that has been sold since stamp 
collecting commenced some fifty years ago.

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T
P acket No. 69, 2000 varieties. A gran d packet, 

every stamp bein g  different and genuine, and thus 
form ing a choice collection in itself.

£3, post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd .,
191 Strand, London, W .C ,
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n ew  l$$ue$
By W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that all m atters relating to new issues have been taken over by M r. F ra n k  P hillips, 
391 S tra n d , L o n d on , W .C ., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from  the colonics In particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address. ___

Argentine Republic.—The PA, Echo reports 
that the 3 c. stamp has appeared in a new colour, 
which we suppose will involve a change in that 
of the 1 c.

Per/, ix i, 

3 c., blue-green .

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

Austria.— We have received a new value for 
this country, viz. a 12 heller stamp in the current 
form of Type 15, with the numerals in colour on 
plain ground in the corners.

Granite paper. W ithout shiny bars. Per/, i s j ,  t3.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d.
ia h., purple . . . .  —  —

British Solomon Islands Protectorate.— Our
publishers have received a large supply of the 
stamps listed in our issue of 15 June. The 
values and colours given therein are quite correct. 
The stamps are lithographed in sheets of sixty, 
made up of ten horizontal rows of six, the £d. and 
2̂ d. being transferred in horizontal strips of three, 
and the other values in strips of six. The perfora
tion seems to have been effected by a single-line 
machine, having blunt pins, and gauging 11.

Each sheet bears a serial number in the upper 
right-hand corner, and an inscription, in the 
colour of the stamp, on the left-hand margin, 
reading, s i x t y  s t am ps  a t  o n e  h a l f p e n n y , 
or ONE PENNY, and so on. We notice a 
peculiarity in the perforations of some of the 
sheets of the id., 2d., and 6d. The vertical 
rows are all cleanly cut with large holes, whilst 
the horizontal rows are rather rough and the holes 
smaller. On one sheet of the 6d. the horizontal 
perforation between the third and fourth rows

has been entirely omitted, thus leaving six pairs 
imperf, between. We have found no other errors, 
so that this variety should be valuable.

Imper/. horizontally. Unused. Used.
s. d . s. d.

6d., chocolate . . . .  —  —

Cayman Islands.— We illustrate the new 4d. 
lately received. It will be noticed that the value

is on a blank label, as we ought to have noted in 
the case of the first is. The values in this type 
are 4d., is., and 5s.

East Africa and Uganda Protectorates. —
The M. J . (June) chronicles two more of the 
high values, viz. 4  r. and 5 r., on chalk-surfaced 
paper with multiple watermark, whilst the Stamp 
Collector (June) adds the 20 r. The 1 r., 10 r., 
and 50 r. have yet to appear to complete this set 
with multiple wink., though we understand the 
I r. and 10 r. have been seen with the old Crown 
C C  watermark on chalk-surfaced paper.

Ewen's Weekly (29.6.07) learns from a corre
spondent “ that East Africa and Uganda are to 
be (or are) divided again.”  We await develop
ments.

Wmk. M ultiple  C  A . Chalky paper.
Unused. Used.

/. d. s . d.
4 r., grey and emerald-green . —  —
5 r. „  carmine . . .  —  —

30 r . „  stone . . .  —  —

German South-West Africa.—The Pk. Echo 
states that the 3 pf. has appeared on the water
marked paper.

W m k. Lozenges.
Unused. Used.

3 p f., b r o w n ......................................—  —
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Gold Coast.— Our publishers have now re
ceived a supply of the 2|d. printed in one colour, 
and at the same time a consignment of the 6d., 
lilac and mauve, with, multiple wmk. The latter 
now comes on unsurfaccd paper, instead of the 
chalk-surfaced paper on which this stamp was 
first issued about October last. The 2$d. was 
first reported in April of this year, and we re
ceived a copy of the above-mentioned 6d. at the 
beginning of May. The sheets of each value are, 
as usual, in two panes of sixty stamps, and have 
the plate number I in each of the four corners.

Le Timbre-Poste states that the $d. stamp has 
been issued in one colour only.

Montserrat.— It seems that the 2jd., bi
coloured on ordinary paper with multiple water
mark (No. 27 in the (Catalogue), does not exist. 
Eweii's Weekly first chronicled this variety in 
Jan., 1906, but the same authority now finds that 
the announcement of its issue was in error. In 
all probability this stamp will have to be replaced 
in the Catalogue by a 2 id. printed in one colour.

In another part of this issue we print an interest
ing extract of an article on ‘ ‘ Stamps,” published in 
the Colonial Office Journal for J une, from which we 
gather that it will be compulsory, from I October

Wmk. M ultiple Crown C A .
Unsurfaced paper. Per/. 14.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. e. d.

id ., green . . . . . —  —
aid ., ultramarine . 0 4  —
£d., lilac and mauve . . . 0 8  —

Iceland.— We illustrate the series listed in our 
issue of 29 June. We illustrate at right also the 
type of a set for official use. The centre of each 
value is in sepia, and the Official stamps differ 
from the ordinary in having the word PJONUSTU 
at left.

O fficial Stam ps. Wmk. Crown. Per/. 12}, 13.
Unused. Used. 

s, d . s. d.
3 aur. septa and yeltow . . — —
4 u m green . . — —
5 »» ,, brown . . — —

10 ,, ,, blue . . — —
16 „ , ,  carmine . . — —
20 ,, ,, yellow.green . — —
50 „  mauve . — —

Mauritius.— Ewen's Weekly (29.6.07) chroni
cles the appearance of the 6 c. on chalky paper, 
issued 28.5.07 or earlier.

Wmk. M ultip le  Crown C  A . Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. eL
6 c., lilac and carmine on re l  —  —

next, that all countries in the Postal Union should 
adopt green, red, and blue for the respective 
values of id., id., and 2$d., and their equivalents 
in other currencies. This being so, there are still 
a great many stamps of ihese values that will 
have to be altered within the current quarter, and 
it behoves collectors to see that those they lack 
are obtained as soon as possible, and before the 
contemplated new issues render present prices 
obsolete.

Montenegro.— To the list of ordinary stamps 
given in our last number a 2 paras should be added. 
Messrs. Th. Champion and Co. in their Bulletin 
Mensuel for June also list a t k., 2 k., and 5 k. 
of similar design.. These presumably are “ krone” 
values, but why’**’1 paras ” should be substituted 
for “ heller,”  or if 100 paras equal 1 krona, we 
are unable to say. Possibly some kind reader 
will solve these riddles for us. Montenegro has 
a small coinage of nickel and bronze made in 
Austria, but Austrian paper and silver are the 
principal mediums of exchange. Turkish silver is 
also current, and French and English gold circu
lates freely at a rate of exchange fixed from time 
to time by the Government.

When we chronicled the set in our last issue 
we alluded to Nicholas I as “  King.” This was 
an error, as his title is Prince of Montenegro. 
The supreme power of Montenegro has been re
tained by his family of Petrovic since 1697, when 
Danilo Petrovic was proclaimed “ Vladika” or 
“ Prince Bishop,” having liberated the country 
from the Turks. When Peter Petrovic II died 
in 1851 his nephew Danilo abandoned the title 
of Vladtka together with the spiritual functions 
attached to it, and substituted that of “ Gospo- 
dar” or “ Prince.” Nicholas I, the present 
prince, succeeded his uncle Danilo in i860.

Portrait o f  P rin ce  Nicholas. P erf. about la j.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s . d.
a paras, b la c k ............................................ —  —
1 k .f c a r m in e ...........................................— .  —
a k ., g r e e n ............................................—  —
5 k ., brownish red . . . .  —  —
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Morocco Agencies. —  We understand that 
another value, viz. £d., should be added to the 
list of Great Britain stamps overprinted morocco  
a g e n c ie s  without any value in Spanish currency. 
Stamps so overprinted are for use on parcels, 
whilst those overprinted additionally with value 
in “ centimos” or “  pesetas ” are used for other 
mail matter.

M O R O C C O
A G E N C I E S

5 CENTIMOS
Overprinted MOKOCCO

^d., pale green

ag en cies  in  black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.

Natal.—A correspondent at Durban tells us 
that the use of stamps overprinted o f f i c i a l  is 
abandoned, and that a circular was issued to the 
Government railway offices on 30 May, stating 
that the surcharged stamps were to be returned, 
and that they would be replaced by ordinary 
stamps; the latter are now perforated with the 
letters “  N.G.R.” (Natal Government Railways).

New Zealand.— Our publishers have lately 
received part of a sheet of the 8d. with the small 
perforation and bearing the serial number 186333 
in the lower right-hand corner. The watermark 
is Type 41 sideways. Who can truly prophesy 
the life of this value in its present form ? Will it 
still be easy to acquire this time next year, or will 
it shortly have been reduced in size, like the 6d. 
lately issued ? “ A bird in the hand is worth two 
in the bush.”

Wmk. Single-lined  N Z a n d  S ta r. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
8d., steel-blue . . . . o 10 0 8

Nicaragua.— More values of the above type, 
redrawn, and with Messrs. Waterlow s imprint, 
are recorded in various journals. In addition to 
the 10 c. in the Supplement to the Catalogue 
and those noted below, we have seen the 1 c. and 
5 c., but overprinted “ Costa Atlantica B.” , for 
use in the Bluefields district. Doubtless these 
two values, as well as the rest of the set, if not 
already in course, will shortly be issued for 
ordinary use.

We have received a provisional 50 c. on 6 c., 
slate, surcharged as type above, {a) with thick 
“ o,”  (3) with tall “ o, as Nos. 311 and 312 in 
the Supplement. The colour of the surcharge,

however, is yellow-brown instead of red, as on 
the numbers mentioned.

Type 36. Surcharged in  yellow.brown.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s, d.
50 c. on 6 c., slate (a) . . . z 6 —
50 c. on 6 c. „  (b) . . . 2 6  —

Waterlow print. P e r / . i4,15.
4 c., brownish orange . . —  —

15 c., brown-olive . . .  —  —
20 c., c la r e t ..................................... —  —
50 c., orange . . . .  —  —

Paraguay.— Though Type 39, with date 1904 
inscribed, is still adhered to for the present issue, 
there have been many changes of colour for the 
various values. The latest we have noticed are 
for the 10 c. and 60 c. It would be interesting 
to have an exact record by “  some one who 
knows” of the stamps issued, not only of Type 
39, but also of Type 36, and the Official stamps 
Type 66, with dates when such were put into 
circulation. There have been many conflicting 
chronicles. If details of the perforating machines 
in use, and the known perforation of the stamp6 
issued, were added, the joy of the catalogue com
pilers would be complete.

The change of colour does not appear to be 
confined to the types mentioned above, for even 
the recently issued I peso stamp has, according to 
the /. B .J . (18.5.0b), changed its coat. The 
frame is now in orange-brown instead of red. 
We ourselves must plead guilty to having been 
confused by these many changes, in that we 
chronicled last week the Official stamp as black 
and orange-brown instead of black and red. It 
is only the ordinary stamp at present that has 
been changed. Correct chronicle is as follows:—

Type 39. Per/. i i & o r  ; t } x  12.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. <L
to e .,  bright green . . .  —  —
60 c., deep brown —

View 0/Post Office. Same per/.
1 p ., black and orange-brown . —  —

Official Stamp. View o/Post Office.
1 p., black and red . . .  —  —
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Rio de Oro.— V E ch o de Tinibrologie (15.6.07) 
announces the discovery of an error in the sheet 
of 3 pesetas, vis. one stamp inscribed 4 p e s e t a s . 
This stamp, it will be remembered, is normally 
dull blue. As the quantity printed was small, this 
error should prove extremely valuable.

E rror o f  colour. P c r f  14.
Unused. Used.

T ransvaal.— From various sources we note 
that the £ l  stamp has appeared on the paper 
with multiple watermark and chalky surface.

Wink. M ultiple Crown C  A . Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
f t ,  green and violet . . . —  —

4 p., blue-green . . . .  —  —

Russian Offices in China.— The above hand
some stamps have received the usual overprint for 
use here. On the lower value the overprint is in 
red  and on the higher it is in blue.

P c r f  13 to 13$.
Unused, 

x. d.
5 r., pale blue, deep blue & green —

10 r., pale grey, scarlet & yellow —

Used, 
x. d.

S t. V in cen t— We learn from Ew en's Weekly 
(22.6.07) that another value has been issued in 
the new design, and from this it is evident that 
the stamps printed in one colour are not to be 
confined to the £d., id., and 2$d. The colour 
conforms to the South African agreement of the 
Postal Convention, and it may be that this issue 
presages the formulation of a universal colour 
scheme for all the Crown Colonies and Pro
tectorates.

B y  v i n c f -M H

W m  f . M ultiple Crown C  A.
Ordinary/aper. Per/. 14-

Unused. Used, 
x. d. x. d.

3d., v i o l e t ..................................... —  —

United S tates.— Referring to the Jamestown 
issue recently chronicled, I,e Timbre-Poste(25.5.07) 
gives the numbers printed of each value as 
follows:—

1 c., green . . 10,000,000
2 c., carmine . . 15,000,000
5 c., blue . . . 6,000,000

We now illustrate the 5 c.

W estern Australia. — E w en's Weekly (22.6.ay) 
reports the 5d. with the Crown A watermark, 
perf. I t .  Issued on or before 13.5.07. We 
illustrate the is. lately issued with wmk. W 
Crown A , Type 33.

We take the following from the current number 
of the M . J . :—

** MekeeVs Weekly says: 1 The Jd., green, stamp 
on Crown A paper has been perforated “ O S ” for 
official use.’ This is the first that we have heard 
of a ^d. stamp with that watermark ; does it 
exist without the official perforation?”

W m k. Crown and A . P e r f  u .  
Unused.

5d., yellow

Used. 
s. d.

N.B.— The prieee quoted above era thoae a t  which the etampe may be had from  

8tanley Qibbont, Ltd., 9 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.
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Philatelic Societies
R oyal Philatelic Society, London

President: H.R.H. The Prince 0/ Walee.
Hon. See.t J. A. Tilleard, 10 Oraoeohureh Street, £.C.
Meeting$1 4 Southampton Rom, W. Alternate Fridaye at 6 p.m. 
Annual Subeeription 1 Town, £2 2e.; Country, £1 1e.

A b stract o f  A cco u n ts
F o r th e  y e a r  ending 31 M a rch , 1907

R E C E IP T S .

To Subscriptions .
,, Entrance Fees.
,, Sundry Receipts

,, Sale of Society’s Works .
,, B?lance i April, 1906

E X P E N D IT U R E .

By Rent, one year 
,, Office Expenses 
,, Printing, Stationery, Postages, c 
,, Paid for London Philatelist 
,, Binding Books for Library 
,, Sundry Payments

,, Balance at Bank and in hand, 
3X March, 1907 .

L IA B IL IT IE S .

To Sundry Creditors 
,, Balance, being Surplus of Assets 

over Liabilities .

A S S E T S .

By Cash at Bank and in hand*,rTr\ 
,, Subscriptions Due but not yet pai< 
,, Furniture, Pictures, Library, etc. 
„  Stock of Society’s Works 
,, Sundry Debtors

£ s. d.
311 6 O

33 12 O
3 - 7 7

3S0 5 7
65 4 O

142 I 8
£587 II 3

£ s. d.
S3 >5 O
62 14 O

:tC. 46 15 O
54 O O
32 >5 6
3° 7 O

280 6 9

3 ° 7 4 6

£ 5*7 11 3

£ s. d.
2 0 O

617 0 O
£619 0 O

£ s. d.
3°7 4 6

i 30 >5 O
>45 0 0
127 >7 6

2 3 0
£619 O 0

T h e E xp ert Committee
W b are desired to inform our readers that all 
stamps to be examined by the Expert Committee 
should be sent in to 10 Gracechurch Street, E.C., 
before 18 July, after which date the Committee 
will not meet again until 17 October.

The Expert Committee has made the following 
regulations and scale of charges with regard to 
specimens submitted for examination by persons 
who are not members of the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London.

For specimens pronounced genuine, or actually 
to be what they appear to be, 5s.

For specimens quoted in any current catalogue 
at £20  or upwards (500 fcs. or 400 marks), 10s.

For specimens quoted at ^50 or upwards 
(1250 fcs. or 1000 marks), 205.

Where there is no catalogue quotation an 
auction record may be referred to, but in cases 
where no quotation can be given the charge will 
be on the highest scale.

1 In all cases where the specimens are pronounced 
| not to be genuine, or actually to be what they 
I appear to be, the charge will be 2s. 6d., and a 
l return of part of the fee or fees will be made.

The charges made to members will remain the 
same as heretofore, namely, 3s. and is. 6d.

In all cases where the applicant for a certificate 
— whether a member or not— requires an answer 
to a particular question, and the Committee is 
unable to give a definite opinion, a fee of is. only 
— 1 f. 25 c. or 1 m.— will be charged to cover 
postages and expenses.

The members of the Committee meet once a 
month only, generally in the afternoon of the 
third Thursday in each month (August and Sep
tember excepted).

Stamps found not to be what they appear to l>e 
are returned immediately after the meeting (unless 
a photograph is required by the Committee for 
future reference); but all stamps requiring to be 

j photographed may be retained for ten days, or 
I even more, and no fixed date for their return can 
\ be stated.
I Unless the fees accompany the stamps no ex

amination can take place.
N o t e . — Every care is taken of specimens sent 

for examination, but the Committee assumes no 
responsibility for loss or damage, or for the re
sults of the opinions given.

T r a n s v a a l P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty
Preeldent: T. Htndereon, M.A.
Hon. 8eo.: H. V. Fomler, Bon 2404, Johannesburg.

T he Society met on Tuesday, 4 June, 1907, in the 
Board Room, Trust Buildings, Johannesburg; 
present, a fair attendance of members and many 
visitors.

After formal business, including the election of 
two members and proposal of another, the 
President, Mr. T. Henderson, read a paper 
entitled “ A  Philatelic Mare's Nest,”  which seemed 
to hit the fancy of the meeting. An exhibition 
of the stamps of Mauritius followed, fine collec
tions being shown by Messrs. A. J. Cohen, Leo 
Mayer, J. A. Omstien, the President, and Mr. 
W. P. Cohen (visitor).

F ir s t  A n n u a l  R e p o r t , 1906-7.
J O H A N N E S B U R G ,  14 MaY, 1907.

L a d i e s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n ,— It is my pleasant duty, at 
the close of the first year o f our Society's life, to place 
before you a  b rief r£sum£ of our work.

Horn on 8 M ay, 1906, at the Alexandra Tea-rooms, and 
at first cradled there, we had a  sturdy infancy. W ithout 
any of the distempers incident to childhood, we grew 
rapidly to m aturity ; and now we are— what we are 1 And 
why?

It is idle to ignore the fact that this Society originated 
in a  strong feeling that there was need o f a  society run on 
amateur lines, in whose policy and management no dealers 
should have a  voice. Hut it is surely unnecessary to dis
claim antagonism to the Johannesburg Society. Several 
o f its members joined us on condition o f amicable co
operation. A  jo in t committee o f the two Societies has so 
co-operated ; tnree of the members o f our executive are on 
that o f the sister Society. Its outgoing Chairman made 
most kindly reference to us in the Annual Report read to 
his constituents last Tuesday. For this we thankhim, and 
a«sure him and his successor that we appreciate and 
reciprocate his good wishes.
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( shall do my best to compress within a moderate compass 
a  life-history so full o f interest as ours has been.

Our abode was at first somewhat unsettled. From our birth* 
place we flitted in September to a  temporary home in Mr. 
Draiby's office, and in January, thanks to  Miss Finlay, 
migrated, finally we trust, to the admirable room in which 
we are assembled. W e marked half-time b y  a  charming 
dinner on Boxing D ay, and I may add that the same 
evening was also the birthday o f our permanent collection. 
The good-fellowship that reigned then was typical o f the 
unbroken harmony that has marked our more strictly 
philatelic meetings.

Our honorary head or “ Patron" is  S ir H. E. 
M cCallum, k . c . m . g . ,  Governor of N atal. H e will 
continue to hold office in spite o f  his removal to Ceylon—  
a  promotion on which our Society heartily congratulates 
him. Our original executive, consisting o f Mr. H awley 
and m yself (Vice-Presidents) and Messrs. A . J . Cohen, 
Draiby. Hand, and Ornstien (members o f  Committee), 
has varied but slightly during the year Our Secretary*, 
Mr. Fowler, stepped into the gap  caused b y  the resigna
tion, after a  brief term o f  office, o f Mr. R . T . Ford. T o  
you who know, it is needless to say how efficiently Mr. 
Fowler has done his work. T he Treasurer was, and is, 
Mr. Hand. To his watchful care we are indebted for the 
satisfactory balance sheet which will be submitted to you. 
A t first we dispensed with a  President, but on my appoint
ment to that office, and Mr. Draiby's consequent appoint
ment as joint Vice-President, Miss Finlay took his place 
on the Committee.

Our Constitution has also undergone an important 
alteration. Originally, dealers were admitted as associate 
members, without governing or voting pow er; but in 
October it was deemed advisable to close our ranks against 
“ dealerism " and to confine membership to amateur col
lectors. Though this change entailed some slight loss in 
numbers, 1 am confident that it has been to the best 
interest o f our Society.

Our members number 23 city, 3 country. T h e average 
attendance has been goo d ; visitors have been numerous. 
Our Committee has met frequently and done its work w ell; 
the General Meeting has accepted its recommendations. 
The thrashing-out o f  routine and business detail “ out of 
school" has made for the harmony o f the Society and the 
interests of Philately. For the confidence reposed in us 1 
thank you in the name o f the Committee.

A vast amount of ground— mainly African, o f  course 
— has been covered in our twenty-one meetings. The 
quality uf our exhibits has been high, as might be expected 
from the list of exhibitors: Misses hinlay and Hender
son: Messrs. A. J. Cohen, J . C. Hand, C . E. Hawley, 
G. C . Herbert, G. H. H illary, Leo Mayer, M. Neuburger, 
A. J. Ornstien, and your humble servant. Mr. W. P. 
Coben, o f the Johannesburg Philatelic Society, was kind 
enough to assist with his English at .one o f our most 
memorable evenings.

The papers read before the Society, several o f them 
illustrated by elaborate drawings, displayed patient re
search, philatelic knowledge, and no small literary skill.
1 may mention Mr. A. J . Cohen's on “  Stamps of N igeria" ; 
Mr. Hand's on “  Fortunes in Stam ps” and “ Stamps and 
C ollectors"; Mr. H awley's on “ Some Notes on the Early 
Issues of Great Britain " : Mr. Ornstien's on “  The Issues 
of Cape Colony and o f St. H elen a "; the President's on 
“ Cheap Philately" and on “ Sweet are the Uses of— 
Ph ilately!"  1 he last named was reproduced in the April 
number of the Philatelic Journal o j Great B rita in .

Impromptu del ates arising from our papers or exhibitions 
have been frequent, instructive, and well-sustained.

So much for work achieved. 1 may add, very briefly, 
that three subjects in particular have engaged the attention 
o f your Committee: a South African Exhibition, the 
establishment of a  South African Journal of Philately, 
and the need of a  Standard Catalogue. It is hoped that 
the work done in these various directions will bear fruit.

The Society's wannest thanks are due to all who have 
contributed to the success o f the year's work. Special 
reference, however, must be made to Mr. C . E . Hawley, 
joint Vice-President. He presided over the birth of the 
Society: he gave it high ideals and acted up to them. 
Practically every movement within the Society for its own 
advantage cr that o f Philately at large owed its inspiration 
to him. Add to these the thoroughness and brilliance o f 
his philatelic work, his silent and unobtrusive service 
rendered at all times, his generosity in giving us an outfit 
o f official stationery, his foundation and endowment by a 
donation in kind o f the Society’s collection, and the care 
be has given to its effective display. H e leaves us with

the heartfelt regret o f  us all and an equally heartfelt wish 
for his prosperity and speedy return. H e has himself told 
me that his severance from the Society is one o f  the pangs 
o f his life.

W e owe much to our friend M r. F. M . R . Draiby, 
another Vice-President, whom circumstances have com
pelled to leave us after playing an active part in our life. 
Our largest halt in our migration was made in his office, 
and were that his only service we should have cause to be 
grateful. But he served us well in every capacity, and we 
wish him, too, every possible success and a  speedy return 
to our ranks.

Mr. H and’s share in the inception and organization of 
the Society, his kindness in granting the use o f his office 
for Committee meetings, his generosity in printing our 
Constitution and Bye-laws, bis work as Treasurer—these 
and many other services demand recognition from me.

T o  Miss Finlay we owe not only our meeting-place, but 
an infinity o f labour cheerfully done. Miss Robertson in 
our early days d id  a  very large amount o f work o f which 
the Society at large was little aw are. T o  her and to Miss 
Henderson, who has also helped us, we tender our thanks.

I have already mentioned the Society's permanent col
lection. Mr. H awley's contribution o f more than 1700 
stamps dwarfs all the others ; but it is but just to mention 
grants in aid from Misses Finlay and Henderson, Messrs. 
Cohen, Ornstien, D raiby, and the President, and to thank 
the Committee for its gift o f  the handsome “ P aragon" 
albums in which our collection is  to find'tts resting-place. 
Gifts o f  books and periodical literature from Messrs. 
Cohen, H aw ley, and Ornstien are gratefully acknowledged.
I should like to add that our library has been enriched by 
several original papers read before the Society and cheer
fully deposited by their writers in our archives.

1 hanks are also due to Messrs. Ornstien and Ruder for 
kindly auditing the accounts embodied in the financial 
statem ent; and to the following, not in our roll o f  mem
bers : the Postmaster-General o f  the Transvaal, for the 
privilege accorded to our members o f inspecting the 
official collection o f  stamps o f  the T ran svaal; and last, 
but not least, the Press o f the Transvaal and the Philatelic 
Press in Europe, for their courtesy in inserting reports o f 
our meetings.

In conclusion, I thank you all, both officers and mem
bers, for hearty co-operation in the past. I am confident 
that my successor will find no falling off in that direction. 
That the memory o f those who have gone from us may 
stimulate us to act up to the ideals they set, is  the wish, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
O f your obedient servant,

T .  H e n d e r s o n ,
President of the Transvaal Philatelic Society.

Philatelic Society of V ictoria
President: F. A. Jackson.
Secretary ; W. Brsttschneider.
Heatings : 128 Russsll Street, Melbourne.

T h e  ordinary monthly meeting of the a b o v e  
Society was held on Thursday, 16 May, 1907, 
at 8 p.m.

The President. Mr. F. A . Jackson, occupied 
the chair, and there was a good attendance of 
members present.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and 
confirmed, after which positions in Book 168 were 
balloted for.

It was proposed and seconded that the Com
mittee’s recommendation, that a sub-committee 
be appointed for the purpose of preparing and 
submitting to the Society in sections the proposed 
Catalogue of the Stamps of Victoria, be adopted.

The decision of the last meeting, that the 
Junior Society should meet at 8 o’clock and the 
parent Society at 8.30 on the same evening, was 
rescinded, with a view to making the time 7.30 
and 8 o’clock respectively.

Mr. Derrick proposed and Mr. Jackson 
seconded that a letter of condolence be sent to 
Mr. Ellis expressive of our sympathy in his 
bereavement.

E ditoria l Address— E dward  J . N a n k iv e l l , Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W , Brbndon  &  Son , Ltd ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C .
13 July, 1907.
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Go$$ip of tbe Houn
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
Banganapally’s Coming 1
“ I T  r H O ’ S h e ?” says some irreverent

Y y  reader. Well, I’m hanged if I 
know, but 1 gather that, whoever he 

is, he is on the road. The Philatelic Journal 
of India announces that he has issued a fiscal 
set, as long as your arm, showing a gentle
man in a fez cap with an aigrette, d la the 
Shah. It is not a far cry from fiscals to 
postage stamps, so look out for Bangana- 
pally— unless it is another Wetherell joke.

Australian Commonwealth Stamps
Mr. H. W. Johnston, Melbourne, sends
me the following cutting from the Melbourne
Age:—

The Committee which is  to advise the Postmaster- 
General w ith respect to the designing, printing, etc., of 
the first series o f  uniform Commonwealth stamps will be 
formally appointed in a  d ay o r two. > Those invited to 
serve upon it  have already been communicated w ith. Out
side experts and a  representative of tbe Philatelic Society 
will act w ith  postal officers. Members o f  the Committee 
who do not belong to the Commonweath Public Service 
will be paid for their labours.

This Committee, let us hope, will be able 
to solve the question of the uniform stamp, 
or, at all events, put an end to the ludicrous 
hand-to-mouth muddle that at present dom
inates the postal issues o f Australia.

French Issues Galore
I AM  glad to see that our French colleagues 
have had a special exhibition of the fine 
issues of their own country, for it was no 
secret at the late International Exhibition in 
London that room could not be found for 
sheets upon sheets o f the exhibits o f French 
stamps. They were sent in such rich pro
fusion that it would have taken another 
annexe to have given them a proper show- 
ing.

One o f our French friends was simply 
wild because the she w was not sacrificed to 
giving his friends the iun of the place. 
Now, it is to be hoped, he is supremely 
happy, and prepared to embrace us as of 
yore.

A  New American Stamp W eekly
T h  e  loss of the grand old A  merican Journal 
o j Philately was a sad blow to all serious 
collecting in the United States, indeed to 
Philately generally. But if it is possible to 
fill the gap that has been left, our friend 
Mr. L. G. Quackenbush will fill it with the 
new journal he has started under the title o f 
Redfield’s Stamp Weekly, the first number 
of which he has just sent me.

Mr. Quackenbush is an enthusiastic and 
able philatelist, and one of the most jealous 
of all that is straight and honourable in stamp 
collecting. 1 have more than once been 
hauled over the coals by him for making too 
much of the sordid side of stamp collecting.

“  Redfield’s Stamp W eekly ”
T he new journal has a tone about its entry 
into the field that takes my fancy, and 
generates the hope that it will not be a pass
ing philatelic friend. It says :—

In view o f  tbe sometimes ephemeral character o f  phila
telic periodicals— all too many o f  which have been mere 
“  shoe-string ”  ventures, conducted on pitiably inadequate 
capital, and tberefore practically doomed to failure from 
the outset— it m ayb e well to say that Redfielets Weekly 
1$, in every sense, a  serious and permanent publication. 
Its publishers are men o f  very thorough and practical ex
perience in this special fie ld ; and, what is equally im
portant, they stand willing to spend a  large amount o f  
money in developing the paper, and have the cash capital 
to  do so. T h ey are fully aware that they must face a  large 
loss for the first year or so, and that it will take at least 
two or three years to place the paper on a  really paying 
b asis; and they have the capital to carry the proposition 
through, no matter what the discouragement and diffi
culties that m ay assail them at the beginning.

There is a ring of “ W e are come to 
stay”  in the paper that fetches; but I do 
not like the tablecloth size of the paper, 
13  ̂ in. x 11 in.

Annual Philatelic Conclave 
Is this coming off, or not ? Personally I am 
as firm a believer in it as ever. I see no 
reason why such a gathering should not be 
a success. If it falls into the wrong hands, 
then it will be good-bye to any chance of
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success. And the signs are not propitious 
in this direction.

The best possible beginning would be for 
the Royal Society to throw open one of its 
meetings to all philatelists, and make that 
meeting a foretaste o f what an annual gather
ing might be.

Afghanistan Redivivus
S o m e  two years ago the issue of postage 
stamps was suppressed in Afghanistan be
cause of the constant complaints which 
reached the Ameer to the effect that stamps 
were removed from letters addressed to India 
and resold to other customers of the Post 
Office.

Now a Reuter’s telegram from Allahabad 
speaks of a report from Cabul that the 
Ameer is erecting pillar-boxes in Cabul, and 
is introducing postal facilities, and that a 
new stamp has been recently issued.

Our new-issue friend will doubtless indulge 
us with an early peep at Afghanistan redi
vivus.

Corpses by Parcel Post 
D id  you know that you could send your 
corpse by parcel post ? No? Well, you can. 
Asa Kamateu, born in Yokohama, died lately 
at Brooklyn, U.S.A., was cremated on 19 
March, 1907, and sent home by parcel post, 
carefully sealed, via the United Kingdom 
and Canada, for a postage of 3s. 6d.

Also Babies
A  BABY was recently forwarded b y  express 
parcel post from the West Strand Telegraph 
Office in Adelaide Place, London, to the 
City of London Lying-in Hospital, City 
Road. It seems that a  gentleman and lady 
called at the office, wrote a message, got an 
express messenger, put him into a cab, and 
handed him a baby in long clothes as the 
express parcel, and before the express mes
senger could recover from his astonishment 
he was being driven post haste to the hos
pital.

The Egyptian Post Office

T he Egyptian Post Office seems to be going 
ahead.

The total number o f postal articles dealt 
with has risen from 50,770,000 in 1905 to 
58,000,000 in 1906, or an increase of 14 per 
cent.

Unprecedented in the history of Egyptian 
Posts as is this increase in general postal 
matter, there has yet to be recorded the 
still more abnormal growth of registered 
correspondence, which, following upon the 
reduction by half of the registration charges, 
has increased by 70 per cent.

The introduction in 1905 of a penny post 
between the United Kingdom, the British

Colonies, and Egypt, and its equivalent in 
the opposite direction, has resulted in the 
very satisfactory increase of 60 per cent.

A  like reduction of tariff came into opera
tion in July, 1906, between Egypt, Italy, and 
the Italian Colonies.

The total Postal Revenue for the year 
was ;£E237,097, the expenditure 185,176 
as against ,££149,656 in 1905, with a surplus 
of ;£E5i,92i, or 22 per cent o f gross receipts.

Within the last twenty years the postal 
revenue has doubled, notwithstanding that 
reductions of tariff have been instituted in 
respect of every class of postal transaction.

Royal Philatelic Society’s Publications 
M a j o r  E v a n s , in the Monthly Journal, 
makes an excellent suggestion for the more 
regular publication of the Royal Philatelic 
Society’s works. He writes :—

T he issue o f  an  annual volume, thinner, and dealing 
with the stamps o f  one or two countries only, would be 
more likely, we think, to keep up the interest o f the mem* 
bers, and o f philatelists in general, than the publication 
o f large and expensive works at much longer intervals. 
A  subject like the Transvaal could not, o f course, be 
dealt with in one o f  these smaller volumes, but that is 
a  somewhat exceptional case, though b y no means unique ; 
there are some British possessions in the Far East, and 
others much nearer home, whose issues the Society has 
never touched, but which will have to be dealt with some 
day, to make the books upon the British Empire complete. 
T he fact is that the published work o f  the Society is  done 
by a  very few o f its  members. A  small publication com* 
mittee, even though composed o f the finest philatelists 
o f the day, can only be expected to take up one book at a  
tim e; the Royal Philatelic Society should be able to 
furnish half a  dozen such committees, each engaged upon 
a  separate work. Let us hope that some o f the new mem* 
bers will bestir themselves and endeavour to increase the 
output without in any w ay lowering its quality.

At present all you know is that certain 
works are said to be in progress, but when 
they may be published is quite another thing. 
It may be this year, next year, now, or never. 
Years ago I suggested serial publication to 
the Society, and urged that advertisements 
might be got for a serial publication to help 
the cost. The objection seemed to be that 
it would bind the Publishing Committee to 
something definite that might not be possible.

That could be got over by delaying the 
start until they had twelve months’ issues 
ready for the press.

I feel certain that the regular publication, 
say even quarterly, of the Society’s works 
would materially increase the membership.

The Catalogue of the Future 
O n this question Major Evans has also 
something to the point, and as he is an 
experienced cataloguer, and our ablest and 
most respected philatelic writer, his views 
are likely to carry great weight in the proper 
quarter.

Briefly, he admits very reluctantly that 
further division of the catalogue may become 
necessary, that there are certain classes of 
adhesives which might well be placed in a 
separate volume or volumes, to wit, Acknow
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ledgment of Receipt, Express Letter, Parcel 
Post, Postage Due, Registration, and Too 
Late stamps.

But he notes the fact that the result of the 
last division, when Locals, Envelopes and 
Post Cards, etc., were relegated to separate 
volumes, has been that these classes have 
been even more neglected than before.

Still, there is no denying the fact that a 
large number of collectors have long been 
making the division that is imminent, for the 
very simple reason that they find ordinary 
adhesives sold for public use quite enough. 
Even specialists are restricting their collec
tions to adhesives.

Catalogue Eccentricities 
In this connexion is it not amusing to note 
that whilst our Gibbons includes every bit 
of foreign rubbish in the shape of Express 
Delivery stamps, our own well-known label 
has never been included, though it is quite 
as much entitled to be catalogued as any 
other Special or Express Delivery stamp? 
Personally, I do not ask for its inclusion, for 
I would shut out all such labels.

China and the Postal Union
China has not yet joined the Postal Union,
and does not seem inclined to do so. Here

.Hnglo».Hmet*ican 
Sea Post Offices
By F. SALISBURY
IN “ ST. MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND"

I
 H A V E  been asked to write a short 

account of the Sea Post Office, estab
lished some time since between Liver

pool and New York, and although circum
stances have prevented my doing so until 
the interest may have passed, the important 

announcement by the White Star Company, 
that their fast mail steamers will in a short 
time sail from and to Southampton, may 
revive interest in a service that has always 
been useful and important, and by organiza
tion and growth has rapidly increased in 
value.

The practical minds of the Germans and 
the Americans were the first to perceive the 
advantage of sorting mails on board ship, 
thereby accelerating by many hours the 
distribution of the letters after the arrival of 
the ships at the respective ports, and to 
Postmaster-General John Wanamaker, the 
great Philadelphian storekeeper, belongs, I 
believe, the credit of restoring between New

is the latest information on the point from 
the Pekin correspondent of The Times, 
under date of 28 June, 1907 :—

N o recent development in C hina shows more wonderful 
expansion than that o f  the Imperial Post Office, which, 
created by Sir Kobert H art in obedience to  an imperial 
decree of so March, 1895, provides a  cheap and effective 
service throughout the empire. A t the International 
Postal^ Congress in Rome last year China announced her 
intention to enter the International Postal Union on a  
date to be fixed hereafter, the final protocol signed on 
26 M ay by all the other Powers being left open for her 
adhesion provided she notified to the Italian Government 
her intention before next Monday, x July. But China 
is not yet prepared to enter the union, though she is aware 
that isolation places her at a  certain disadvantage. With* 
out China s knowledge or consent, Japan has notified the 
International Postal Bureau at Berne that she has opened 
parcel-post offices in forty-one towns in Manchuria. Sbe 
carries Japanese mails a t nominal rates or free on her 
South Manchurian R a ilw a y ; she refuses to carry Chinese 
mails 011 the same railway except by slow trains; she 
charges union rates for carrying Chinese domestic mails 
through Chinese territory.

A  Stamp Collector in the Police Court
I R E G R E T  to read in last week’s papers that 
Mr. Charles W . Perryman, a well-known 
buyer at our stamp auctions, was charged at 
the Guildhall Police Court with being con
cerned with others in conspiring to obtain 
money from various persons in connexion 
with an alleged “ bucket-shop” business. 
The accused were remanded, bail for Perry
man being fixed at /5000.

York and Hamburg the Sea Post Office, 
formerly carried on under primitive con
ditions between New York and Liverpool, 
and abandoned many years ago. The Ger
man sea sorters on the Hamburg ships 
confine themselves to dealing with the cor
respondence for the German Empire, which 
is landed, made up in direct bags for the 
principal centres in Germany, and ready for 
dispatch by the first available train.

Transit mails, that is to say those passing 
through Germany for other countries, are 
carefully checked on board by the way bill, 
to ascertain, before they are separated and 
sent in different directions, that none are 
missing, and a similar principle is adopted 
by the American sorters, whose first duty it 
is to divide the letters for New York City 
into the various postal districts, in order 
that the delivery may commence immediately 
after the bags have been landed by the 
General Postmaster, a tender employed by
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the American Post Office to meet the ocean 
liners at the quarantine station, and to land 
the whole mail while the passengers are 
undergoing the searching examination of 
the port sanitary officers. The next care 
of the sorters on the westward trip is to 
divide the letters into States, grouping to
gether in many cases the letters for several 
smaller States. In American sorting the 
important unit is not the town— as in this 
country— but the State, and although direct 
bags are made up both in the Sea Post Office 
and at some large English offices for import
ant cities such as Boston, Chicago, San 
Francisco, Washington, etc., the first division 
is made into States, and the mail for each 
State is sent on arrival to one or other of the 
New York railway stations, according to its 
geographical position, to be finally disposed 
of in most cases in Travelling Post Offices 
attached to the principal trains from New 
York.

The natural result of this arrangement, 
before the British Post Office became an 
active partner in the sea service, was that 
the four American sorters had little to do 
on the eastward voyage, and it was an ob
viously sensible and economical plan to 
employ instead two Americans and two 
English sorters, and to perform a full sorting 
duty in each direction, an arrangement 
which commenced in May, 190;. The 
division of the London letters into districts 
is the first object on the eastward voyage, 
and in addition, direct bags are made up for 
the largest British offices, the remainder 
of the letters being primarily sorted ready 
for disposal at the nearest large forward 
office.

The sea sorter’s first duty on embarking 
is to check in detail the mail received on 
board, for which he is responsible, and 
which normally consists of from 1000 to 
2000 bags. This work is usually done in 
a portion of the hold, dimly lighted by mov
able electric lamps, amid dirt and discom
fort, and in close proximity to a steady 
stream of falliitg bags lowered from the 
deck above. The sorter as he checks the 
bags directs the sailors or longshoremen 
whether to place them in the bag-opening 
room for disposal on the voyage, or with the 
transit mails to be landed unopened. On 
the White Star ships two mail rooms are 
provided, and in the lower of these the bag 
opening and the newspaper sorting are 
mainly done. Space is valuable, and in one 
of the newest ships the upper or sorting 
room only measures 20 feet square, and the 
lower or bag-operiing room 17 feet by 38 
feet. In the latest ship, the Adriatic, a 
registered-letter enclosure has been added, 
and is a great improvement

The fittings used are American, and con
sist of a large nest of pigeon-holes with two

wings sloping outwards, and containing in 
all 128 divisions. On the westward trip— to 
the United States— the letters have to be 
separated into about 2co divisions, while 
coming eastward from New York about 115 
divisions are necessary.

The two American sorters divide the 
letters for New York City into districts 
when going west, and on the return east
ward voyage the two Englishmen divide the 
London district letters. The more general 
work, such as bag opening, registered-letter 
work, and sorting for States in America and 
large towns in Great Britain, is done by the 
men who are foreign to the country of des
tination. Post Office men are, however, 
well known for their adaptability all the 
world over, and both Americans and British 
have learned much from each other, and are 
able to assist each other materially. The 
American system of dealing with registered 
letters differs from the British, in that such 
letters are concentrated on about eighteen 
great centres, instead of being sent with the 
ordinary correspondence in each bag made 
up.

The difficulties and inconveniences of the 
service are considerable, owing to the want 
o f space, the fact that the rooms are low 
down in the ship, and that ventilation is 
often difficult, and especially from the motion 
of the ship in bad weather. The sorters 
work eleven hours a day— Sundays included 
— and get through an amount of work that 
is very remarkable considering the condi
tions. As many as 250 bags are often 
opened, and the number in an exceptional 
mail has reached 700.

The ordinary letters dealt with have num
bered upwards of 200,000, while 2000 regis
tered letters is not an exceptional number to 
dispose of.

The sorters are required to wear uniform, 
and are regarded as officers, subject to the 
discipline of the ship, but they take their 
meals in the first-class saloon. The duty is 
undoubtedly a heavy one, and the interval 
for rest is short, not more than a week at 
home and two or three days at New Y o rk ; 
but it is popular, and there has been con
siderable eagerness to secure it, probably 
owing to its novelty and variety, and to the 
fact that it is altogether outside ordinary 
Post Office experience. The passengers 
often have curious ideas as to the functions 
of a  sea sorter, one of whom received quite 
serious sympathy because he must be “ so 
hard worked in having to sort all the pas
sengers’ letters.”

One of the least agreeable incidents is the 
occasional presence of rats ; the mail rooms 
are metal-lined to keep them out, but the 
beasts have occasionally got in from the 
hold when the communication has been 
opened to transfer bags. In one instance
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a dead rat was found in the bag for a Lon
don district, and in another case a rat de
molished all the almonds in a registered 
sample packet, leaving behind only the husks 
and the empty bag, which— fortunately, 
from the point of view of the hand-to-hand 
check — he could not carry away before 
emptying.

On the arrival at the port of destination 
the process of checking is reversed ; a way 
bill is prepared, giving complete particulars, 
and every bag entered upon it has to be 
accounted for. As the details have been 
completely checked on board, however, it is 
only necessary to count the bags by number 
as they leave the ship, and this is done 
easily and quickly by means of an automatic 
“ tallying machine ” which is held in the 
hand and pressed as each bag is passed out. 
This greatly expedites the receipt of the 
mail, and is one of the advantages of the 
sea sorting arrangement.

The method of disposing of a mail arriv
ing differs at different ports. The bags are 
brought up on deck by sailors, and at Liver
pool the ship comes alongside the stage, the 
Dock Board having dredged the Mersey so 
effectively that a ship drawing 30 feet of 
water can always float there. The ship’s 
crew have divided the bags on the deck, and 
as they reach the stage by a “ shute,” they 
are distributed by a force of experienced 
sorters and mail porters, those for London 
and the Continent being sent up a “ creeper” 
to the riverside station for conveyance 
direct to Euston by special train, while those 
for Liverpool, for Scotland, and for the 
Northern and Midland districts are carted 
direct to the head office or the various 
railway stations.

At Plymouth the bags are passed along a 
line of sailors, stewards, etc., to a tender 
which lands them opposite the train for 
Bristol and London, to which they are 
rapidly transferred.

At present the Liverpool sorters travel 
alternately by the boats of the American 
Line and the White Star Line, the former 
working to and from Southampton (calling 
at Cherbourg for the benefit of Continental 
mails and passengers, and on the inward 
iourney at Plymouth to land the English 
mails), and the latter to and from Liverpool, 
calling at Queenstown to pick up on the west
ward journey the late English and the Irish 
mails, and on the eastward journey to put 
out the Irish, and under certain conditions 
the English mails. These arrangements 
will, however, necessarily be altered when 
the White Star Company transfer their four 
fastest passenger sh.ps to Southampton, to 
save Continental passengers the long railway 
journey between a south coast port and 
Liverpool. The White Star mail boats will 
still call at Queenstown, but although many

of the slower White Star boats carrying 
large quantities of goods as well as passen
gers will continue to sail from the Mersey, 
the sea sorting will again become a thing of 
the past so far as Liverpool is concerned. 
Possibly, however, it may hereafter be 
commenced on the Cunard Company’s ships, 
which sail on Saturday, both from Liverpool 
and New York. The White Star sailing 
day is Wednesday from each end, and 
Saturday is that of the American Line. The 
United States Government send their princi
pal mails, and established sea sorting, on 
the White Star, and the American Line 
ships, but the British Government send the 
heavy Saturday’s mail by the Cunard ships 
under their general contract with that 
company. O f the three lines, therefore, the 
White Star is the only one that normally 
carries a full mial in both directions, although 
practically every ship of each line carries 
some portion of the enormous and ever- 
increasing correspondence between Europe 
and North America. A  large part of it, of 
course, is Continental, and it may not be 
generally known that the addresses are often 
so badly written as to be almost undecipher
able, and that foreign mails, especially those 
for Italy and Russia, are often loosely made 
up and difficult to deal with. There is one 
brilliant exception to this generalization, 
however, in the case of our Far Eastern ally 
— Japan— whose people are in everything 
neat-handed and thorough, and whose know
ledge of English is as surprising as it is 
creditable to them.

E X A M I N A T I O N  O F  S T A M P S
Owing to the great number of forgeries being 

offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert 
examination of surcharges, cancellations, perfora
tions, added margins and corners, and the scores 
of other tricks that are resorted to by the faking 
fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, 
whose time is valuable, we have found it necessary 
to increase our charges, which in future will be as 
follows:—
O ne S h il l in g  p er S ta m p , 
postage and registration extra .

In exceptional cases where special knowledge is 
necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information. The 
following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :—

B = Bogus, i.e. never existed; F = Forged ; 
G = Genuine; GF = Stamp Genuine, surcharge 
Forged; R * 5Reprint; W  = Watermark.

Stanley  Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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J\ Philatelic Libimny:
Its Uses and How to Fonm It
B y  BERTRAM W. H. POOLE
Special Catalogues
h/TORTE V’S  Catalogue of the Stamps of 

■‘■ ’ J. Great Britain. Price 2s. 6d. Second 
edition published July, 1S97. Though now 
somewhat out of date, this is a very useful 
catalogue for specialists in British stamps. It 
lists a large number of the minor varieties, 
and, as most of these are priced, the col
lector is able to form some idea of their 
relative rarity. In addition to postal stamps 
proper this catalogue also lists fiscal, tele
graph, railway, embossed deed, wrapper, 
envelope, and post card stamps, and is thus 
a desirable reference volume that should 
find a place in a representative library.

Ewen’s Catalogue of the Postage Stamps 
o f the United Kingdom. Price 2s. 6d. Last 
edition published in 1898. Like the last- 
named this catalogue is also a little out of 
date, but with the exception of the prices 
(which, of course, do not reflect current 
market values) it is a valuable and compre
hensive guide to the postage and telegraph 
stamps of our own country issued up to 
November, 1898. In addition to the ordi
nary adhesive stamps there are chapters on 
postal stationery, fiscals, essays, proofs, 
official, college, circular delivery, railway- 
letter fee, etc-, stamps, and a fairly com
plete list of British stamps used abroad is 
given.

Ewen’s Railway Letter Fee Stamps. This 
work is in two parts, published at 2s. 6d. 
each. The first one deals with the railway 
letter fee stamps of England and Wales, 
and the second with those of Scotland and 
Ireland. The specialist in these rather un
popular stamps cannot afford to be without 
these volumes, fot* together they form an 
exceedingly useful and complete guide to 
all the known varieties and their relative 
scarcity.

Ewen’s Catalogue o f the Unadhesive Post
age Stamps of the United Kingdom. Pub
lished in 1905. Price 2s. 6d. This is the 
only specialist catalogue of British postal 
stationery that has ever been issued, and its 
marvellous completeness makes it invaluable 
to every collector of these much-neglected 
stamps.

General Handbooks
The Stamp Collector. By W. J. Hardy and

E. D. Bacon. Prico 4s. 6d. There can be 
no two opinions about this being the most 
sumptuous and interesting volume ever pub

lished relating to stamp collecting in general. 
It deals with the history of the issue of 
postage stamps, the origin and development 
of collecting, strange and curious stories re
garding the issue of some stamps, etc., and 
is altogether a work that every collector 
should include in his library, no matter what 
others are omitted.

Stamps and Stamp Collecting. By Major
E. B. Evans. Prices 2s. and 4s. This is a 
work that should also be possessed by every 
collector. It is an interesting guide to 
collecting, and explains the many philatelic 
terms in general use in a clear and concise 
manner. One learns how paper is made, 
and how to distinguish the various kinds, 
all about the various methods employed in 
the production of postage stamps, etc. etc., 
and the name of its author is sufficient testi
mony as to its excellence and reliability.

Stamp Collecting as a Pastime. By E. J. 
Nankivcll. Price is. This volume deals in 
a chatty manner with the many phases that 
make Philately such a fascinating hobby. 
It is a work I can strongly recommend, for 
as a “ recruiting special,” as our American 
cousins would term it, it has no equal. It 
is as full o f charm to the non-collector .as to 
the philatelist, and should be the means of 
convincing many in search of a hobby that 
stamp collecting is the most attractive of 
them all.

Postage Stamps and their Collection. By
O. Firth. Price 2s. 6d. In this volume the 
collector is given many useful hints, and a 
good deal of space is devoted to showing 
which are the rarest stamps in each country, 
and those, therefore, most worth looking for. 
It is an interesting book, but if a collector 
has to confine himself to a few representative 
volumes, it can be omitted and preference 
given to one of the foregoing.

The A.B.C. o f Stamp Collecting, by F. J. 
Melville. Price is. This is a  very readable 
little volume, containing a vast amount of 
interesting information that can safely be 
commended to all collectors. Published at 
the popular price of is., it is within the 
reach of every one, and contains a wonder
ful amount o f reading matter for its size. 
It is certainly deserving of a  place on the 
philatelist’s bookshelf) and ought to be in
cluded in every representative library.

Album Weeds. By the Rev. R. B. Ear<?e. 
In two volumes, price 7s. 6d. each. No 
philatelic library can be considered com
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plete without these excellent volumes. The 
writer has made the study of forgeries his 
particular hobby for many years, and has 
thus been able to produce a work that is 
entirely unrivalled. It is a  necessity for 
every careful philatelist, and a reference to 
its pages will greatly diminish the danger 
of being imposed upon by cleverly executed 
forgeries.

Reprints o f Postal Adhesive Stamps and 
their Characteristics. By E. I). Bacon. 
Prices 4s. and 5s. 6d. This is another ad
mirable volume of reference that should find 
a place in every philatelic library. The 
writer is a well-known authority on all 
philatelic matters, and in this u’ork he 
refers to all the reprints of various stamps 
that have been made at different times, and 
shows how they may be distinguished from 
the genuine originals.

A Philatelic Index. By W . A. R. Jex 
Long. Price 4s. Any one having a fairly 
extensive library of British stamp magazines 
will find this work most useful in referring 
to the chief articles that have appeared in 
some of them, though its value is marred 
by the fact that several valuable magazines 
are ignored.

A  Colour Dictionary. By B. W . War- 
hurst. Prices 2s. 6d. and 4s. 6d. The 
question of shades and colours is full of 
perplexities, but with the aid of this useful 
little volume the collector will find the cor
rect naming and arrangement of shades a 
matter of less difficulty.

Special Handbooks
Among the many admirable handbooks 

dealing with the stamps of some special 
country or group of countries, the publica
tions of the Royal Philatelic Society, London, 
easily take first place. They are sumptuous 
works compiled by leading philatelists, and 
contain the fullest and most authoritative 
information regarding the stamps described 
it is possible to obtain. Their cost is almost 
prohibitive to most collectors, but consider
ing the value of their contents they are in 
reality quite cheap. A  special effort should 
be made to obtain the complete set of these 
volumes, for they form almost a library in 
themselves, and, dealing exclusively with the 
stamps of the British Colonies, they are of 
the utmost interest to British philatelists. 
Many of these excellent works are now out 
of print, but second-hand copies can be 
obtained at times. In the space at my dis
posal it is impossible to more than enumerate 
these volumes, with a list of their principal 
contents. I have also added the approximate 
prices at which they may usually be obtained 
nowadays.

A History o f the Adhesive Stamps o f the 
British Isles. By Hastings E. Wright and
A. B. Creeke, jun. Price 24s.

A  Supplement to the British Isles. By
A. B. Creeke, jun. Price 2s. 6d.

A frica: Part I. The postage stamps, 
envelopes, wrappers, post cards, and tele
graph stamps o f British Bechuanaland, 
British Central Africa, British East Africa, 
British South Africa, and the Cape of Good 
Hope. Price 40s.

Africa: Part II. Gambia, Gold Coast, 
Griqualand East and West, Lagos, Mada
gascar, Matabeleland, Mauritius, and Natal. 
Price 16s.

Africa: PartH I. New Republic, Northern 
Nigeria, Oil Rivers and Niger Coast Pro
tectorate, Orange Free State, Orange River 
Colony, St. Helena, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
Southern Nigeria, Stellaland, Swazieland, 
South African Republic, Transvaal, Uganda, 
Zanzibar, and Zululand. Price 40s.

India and Ceylon. The postage stamps, 
envelopes, wrappers, post cards, and tele
graph stamps of British India and Ceylon. 
Price 25s.

The Postage Stamps o f the British Colonies 
in the West Indies. Price 60s.

The Postage Stamps of the British Colonie 
in North America. Price 90s.

The Postage Stamps o f Tasmania. By
A. F. Basset Hull.

The Postage Stamps o f Oceania. A  new 
and entirely rewritten edition of this work 
is now in preparation.

Another series of handbooks of the 
highest merit is the “ Stanley Gibbons Phila
telic Handbooks.” These are written by the 
best authorities on the countries dealt with, 
and as most of the minor varieties are 
priced, they are not only guides to the 
philatelic student, but are useful works of 
reference to market values as well. These 
works should most certainly all be included 
in a philatelic library. They are as follows:—

Portuguese India. By Gilbert Harrison 
and Lieutenant F. H. Napier, r .n . Prices 
4s. 6d. and 6s.

South Australia. By Lieutenant Napier 
and Gordon Smith. Price 9s. 6d.

Shanghai. By W. B. Thornhill. Prices 
5s. and 7s. 6d.

Saint Vincent. By F. H. Napier and
E. D. Bacon. Prices 5s. and 7s. 6d.

Barbados. By E. D. Bacon and F. H. 
Napier. Prices 7s. 6d. and 10s. 6d.

Grenada. By E. D. Bacon and F. H. 
Napier. Prices 7s. 6d. and 9s. 6d.

A  History of the Postage Stamps o f Sicily. 
By Dr. Emilio D iena; translated by Major
E. B. Evans. Price 21s.

In addition to the above there are a 
number of admirable works, all worthy of 
inclusion in a philatelist’s library. I append
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a fairly complete selection of these, from 
which the collector should be able to make a 
choice if he is unable to afford them all.

The Mulready Envelope and its Carica
tures. By Major E. B. Evans. Price 6s.

The Adhesive Postage Stamps o f Europe. 
By W . A. S. Westoby. In two volumes, 
price 7s. 6d. each.

The Stamps o f the Straits Settlements 
surcharged fo r  use in the Native Protected 
States. By William Brown. Price 15s.

The Postage and Telegraph Stamps o f 
Great Britain. By F. A. Philbrick, Q.C., and 
W. A. S. Westoby. Price 10s. 6d.

The Postage Stamps o f the United King
dom. By W . A. S. Westoby. Price 5s.

The Postage Stamps o f the British Empire. 
By H. M. Millington and Gilbert Lockyer. 
Price 6s.

The South African Provisional War 
Stamps. By B. W . H. Poole. Prices is. 
and 2 s. 6d.

History o f the Postage Stamps o f the 
United States o f America. By J. K. 
Tiffany. Price §2.

The Stamped Envelopes, Wrappers, and 
Sheets o f the United Stales. By J. K. 
Tiffany. Price 85.

The Nesbitt Stamped Envelopes and 
Wrappers of the United States o f America. 
By Gilbert "Harrison ; edited and completed 
by E. D. Bacon. Price 10s.

The Postage Stamps o f the United States. 
By F. J. Melville. Price is. 6d.

History o f Ike Postage Stamps o f Sarawak. 
By B. W . H. Poole. Prices 1 s. and 2s. 6d.

The Postage Stamps o f the Seychelles. 
By B. W. H. Poole. Prices is. and 2s. 6d.

The Railway Letter Fee Stamps o f the 
United Kingdom. By H. L. Ewen. Price 
2 is.

The Postage Stamps o f Siam. By A. 
Holland. Prices 50 cents and S t.50.

The Postage Stamps of Hayli. By F. J. 
Melville. Price is.

British Indian Adhesive Stamps (Queen's 
Head) surcharged fo r Native States. By 
C. Stewart-Wilson and B. Gordon Jones. 
Price 1 os.

The Stamps of Griqualand West. By 
Lieut. F. H. Napier, R.N. Price is. 6d.

A  Reference List o f the Stamps o f Panama. 
By J. N. Luff. Price 25 cents.

The Stamps o f famrnu and Kashmir. 
By Sir D. P. Masson. In two parts, price 
5 s. each.

Modena. By Dr. Emilio Dicna. Price 5s. 
The Official Stamps of Great Britain. 

By I. J. Bernstein. Price is.
The Stamps o f the Philippines. B y J. M. 

Bartels, F. A. Foster, and Capt. F. L. Palmer. 
Prices 10s. and 18s.

In manycasesitwill be noted that two prices 
are quoted; the first of these is usually for 
an edition in paper covers, and the second 
is for copies more substantially bound.

( To be continued.)

Portraits on Stamps
B y  BOSWELL JUNIOR
United States of A m e rica —continued 

Robert R. Livingston was born in New 
York City on 27 November, 1746. He gra

duated at King’s 
College in 1765, 
and studied law. 
He was admitted 
to the Bar in 1773, 
and met with great 
success in the 
practice of his pro
fession. Appointed 

Recorder of New York City by Governor 
William Tryon in 1773, he lost the office in 
1775 owing to his sympathetic attitude to
wards the revolutionary spirit of the day. 
He was sent by the New York Assembly as 
a delegate to the Continental Congress, and 
was chosen one of the committee of five to 
draft the Declaration of Independence. In 
1777 Livingston was appointed First Chan

cellor of New York, and retained this office 
until 1801. A s Chancellor he administered 
the oath of office to George Washington on 
his inauguration as first President of the 
United States. In 1781-3 Livingston was 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs. He declined 
the post of minister to France in 1794, but, 
on resigning his chancellorship in 1801, he 
accepted the office. He became very friendly 
with Napoleon Bonaparte, and was largely 
instrumental in bringing about the cession 
of Louisiana to the United States in 1803. 
It would seem that this signal act of states
manship was the reason for perpetuating his 
memory by placing his portrait on the 1 cent 
of the 1904 series, issued to commemorate 
the Louisiana Purchase. On his resignation 
in 1805 he travelled through Europe. About 
this time he was greatly interested in the 
problem of applying steam to navigation,
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but his experiments in this direction were 
not very successful.

On his retirement from public service 
Livingston took up the study of agriculture. 
He was also principal founder and first Pre
sident of the American Academy of Fine 
Arts in New York. Benjamin Franklin 
called him the “ Cicero of America,” and his 
statue, and that of George Clinton, form 
the group of the two most eminent citizens 
of New York, being placed by Act of Con
gress in the Capitol in Washington. Living
ston died at Clermont on 26 February, 1813.

Map o f the “ Louisiana Purchase.”

John Marshall was born in Germantown, 
Fauquier county, Virginia, on 24 September, 

1755. He was educated 
privately until the age of 
fourteen, when he was sent 
to Westmoreland county to 
the school where his father 
and Washington had been 
pupils. At eighteen he began 
to study law, but the crisis 

through which his country was passing 
caused him to forsake his studies for the 
stem realities of war. In the summer of 
1775 he became a lieutenant in the regiment 
of which his father had been appointed 
major. Both father and son took part in 
most of the principal battles until the end 
of 17 7 9 , when John was promoted to captain’s 
rank. His excellent common sense, dis
cretion, skill, and popularity brought him 
into close touch with Washington. On the I 
expiration of his term of enlistment he I 
awaited further employment at Richmond, 
and occupied the interval in attending law 
lectures. In 1780 he received a licence to

f
iractise law, but Leslie’s invasion of Virginia 
ed to his rejoining the army. He remained 
in the service until January, 1781, when he 
resigned his commission and studied law. 
His six years of soldiering did much to 
strengthen and develop his sturdy manliness 

and self-dependence. On the reopening 
of the courts Marshall quickly rose to high 
distinction. In January, 1783, he married 
Mary Willis Ambler, daughter of the State 
Treasurer. Though he was a decided advo
cate of the new United States Constitution, 
he was elected to the State Convention that 
was called to consider its ratification. The 
acceptance of the Constitution by Virginia 
was entirely due to the arguments of Marshall 
and Madison.

In 1795 Washington offered him the post 
of Attorney-General, which he declined. A  
year later his offer to Marshall of the position 
of envoy to France met with a like refusal; 
but in June, 1797, under the presidency of 
Adams, Marshall agreed to become joint 
envoy with Pinckney and Gerry. They 
arrived in Paris in the following October. 
Their refusal to advance money to the secret 
agents of Talleyrand led to the dismissal of 
Pinckney and Marshall from French soil. 
Marshall returned to the United States in 
June, 1798, and was feted everywhere because 
of the splendid stand he had made against 
the insidious demands of France. Elected 
to Congress in 1799, he became Secretary of 
State, which office he filled with great 
ability and credit. In l8co he became 
Chief Justice, and at once took a command
ing position as the real head of the Court. 
His wonderful clearness of thought, his iron 
logic, his wide and statesmanlike view of all 
questions of public consequence, his judicial 
analysis and insight, all combined to make 
Marshall one of the greatest of jurists. At 
the age of seventy-four, when serving as a 
delegate to the Convention for revising the 
State Constitution of Virginia, his mind was 
as clear and his reasoning as solid as in 
younger days. At the request of the first 
President’s family, he published a Life of 
Washington (in five volumes), in which he 
defended the policy of Washington’s Admin
istration.

In the spring of 1835 Marshall was advised 
to go to Philadelphia for medical advice. 
He did so, but with no permanent benefit. 
His death took place at Philadelphia on 
6 July, 1835.

B R I T I S H  A F R I C A  
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M

Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa 
has caused great attention to be drawn to the 
stamps of the British Possessions on that con
tinent, and to the enormous increase in the num
ber of collectors that has ensued from the issue 
of the War Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfon
tein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before the public a new and very 
complete Album, designed for the British Posses
sions, etc., on the African Continent. The Album 
is designed upon the well-known plan of the Im
perial Albums—the stamps in numbered spaces of 
the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the 
description, full particulars, and illustrations on the 
opposite page. In order to make this a permanent 
Album we have provided from one to four blank 
pages after each country, thus making the Album 
available for the issues of many years to come, 
220 pages. Size, 8f x n£ inches.

Post-free in Great Britain, tos. 7d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39c Strand, London, W.C»
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Postal Improvements

W
E  are officially informed that the 

two following postal improvements 
will come into force on and after 

i July, 1907

(a) Inland Parcels
In the Inland Service the charge now 

made for the return of undelivered parcels 
will be discontinued, and such parcels will 
be returned free of charge.
(i) Insurance Regulations

Wherever practicable in the International 
Service, the maximum sum for which a 
single letter or parcel addressed to a place 
abroad can be insured with the Post Office 
will be raised from £120 to .£400, and the 
scale of fees will be reduced. The new scale 
will be 4d. for the first £12 and 2d. for each 
additional £ 12  or fraction of £12 insured. 
In each case the fee includes registration. 
The list of the colonies and foreign countries 
which have agreed to the increased maximum 
is as follows :—

For Letters.— Antigua, Argentine Re
public, Austria-Hungary, Azores, Belgium, 
Bermuda, British Guiana, Bulgaria, Came- 
roons, Canary Islands, Cape Verde Islands, 
Chili, China, Comoro Islands, Korea, Da
homey, Danish West Indies, Denmark, 
Dominica, Dutch East Indies, Egypt, Erith- 
rea, Faroe Islands, Formosa, France, French 
Congo, French Guiana, French Guinea, 
French Indo-China, French Somali Coast, 
Gambia, Germany, German East Africa, 
Greenland, Guadeloupe, Holland, Iceland, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Luxem
burg, Macao, Madagascar, Madeira, Malta, 
Martinique, Mauritius, Montenegro, Mont
serrat, Nevis, New Caledonia, Norway, 
Nossi-B£ Portugal, Portuguese East Africa, 
Portuguese India, Portuguese Timor, Portu
guese West Africa, Reunion, Roumania, 
Russia, St. Kitts, Senegambia, Servia, Sierra 
Leone, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Togo- 
land, Trinidad, Tripoli (Africa), Tunis, Tur
key (except Bagdad, Bussoreh, and Koweit, 
for which the limit remains as at present). 

For Parcels.— Austria-Hungary (except

for parcels sent via Flushing), Bahamas 
(Nassau only ; for other places the limit is 
the same as at present), Belgium, Bermuda, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (except for parcels sent 
via Flushing), British Guiana, British Soma
liland, Cameroons, Denmark (with Faroe 
Islands, Iceland, and Greenland) (except for 
parcels sent via Flushing), Egypt (except 
for parcels sent via France and Italy), Gam
bia, Germany (except for parcels sent via 
Flushing), Leeward Islands, Malta (except 
in the case of parcels sent overland through 
France and Italy), Mauritius (except in the 
case of parcels sent overland through France 
and Italy), New Zealand, Norway, Russia, 
Sarawak, Sierra Leone, Sweden (except for 
parcels sent via Flushing), Trinidad, Zan
zibar.

W e are also officially informed of the fol
lowing improvements:—

Money Order Service
The system for obtaining advices of the 

payment of money orders remitted to places 
abroad has lately been further extended, and 
the arrangement now includes the Dutch 
East Indies, Finland, Servia, and Sweden, 
the British Post Offices established in China 
and the British Colonics of Bermuda, the 
Gold Coast, Hong Kong, New Zealand, 
British North Borneo, and St. Vincent 
(W est Indies).
Foreign and Colonial Parcel Post Service

Arrangements are being made for a direct 
and cheaper service to the Argentine Re
public. The limit o f weight for parcels 
addressed to Spain has been raised from 
6A lb. to 11 lb.
Post Office Agencies in Morocco

The British Postal Service in Morocco has 
been reorganized and extended, and agencies 
are now established at Tangier, Larache, 
Rabat, Casablanca, Mazagan, Saffi, Moga- 
dor, Tetuan, Alcazar, Fez, and Mequinez. 
Postal communication between these places 
has been much improved, and arrangements 
have been made for the transaction of money 
order and postal order business.

Dispute about a Stamp

I
N the Westminster County Court on 
Thursday, 4 July, His Honour Judge 
Woodfall tried a case, “ West-end Stamp 

Company v. Plumridgt,” in which the plain
tiffs, a firm of stamp dealers, carrying on 
business at Villiers Street, Charing Cross, 

sued the defendants, Messrs. Plumridge and 
Co., who are auctioneers handling postage

stamps, carrying on business at Chancery 
Lane, W.C., to recover a sum of £5 as 
damages in respect of a Canadian stamp, 
which, it was alleged, was purchased as a 
genuine, unused specimen, and which after
wards proved to have been “ washed” or 
“  faked.”

Plaintiffs’ solicitor, in opening the facts of
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the case, said his client had been in the 
habit for some time past of attending the de
fendants’ sales of stamps, and in May of last 
year he purchased a Canadian stamp for the 
sum of £2, on the assumption that it was 
unused. He did not take delivery of it at 
the time, as he was in the habit of attend
ing the sales week by week, and had the 
stamps held over for him until there was a 
substantial quantity, and then he would hand 
the defendants a cheque for the full amount 
of his purchases. In the present case the 
stamp in question was purchased several 
weeks before the plaintiff took delivery of it, 
but so soon as he did so he subjected it to 
dose examination, with the result that he at 
once discovered that it was not an unused 
specimen, and that it had been “ faked.”

The price he paid for the stamp in ques
tion was £2, but according to the catalogue 
issued by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
a genuine specimen unused would be worth 
about ,£12, whereas the article which he had 
purchased had been valued at about six or 
seven shillings.

Mr. J. S. Lowden was called, and said he 
was the managing director of the West-end 
Stamp Company, and the stamp in question 
was purchased by his buyer as a genuine 
unused one.

Judge W oodfall: Do you charge the 
defendants with fraud?

The Witness : No, I do not go so far as 
that, but I do charge them with gross negli
gence in selling a washed stamp for a 
genuine unused one, and it is not the first

time I have had occasion to complain in that 
respect.

In cross-examination the witness said the 
defendants’ sales were conducted in a room 
which was badly lighted by gas, and it was 
quite impossible to detect a defect without 
making a minute examination. Had the 
defendants examined the stamp properly be
fore it was put for sale it would have been 
perfectly clear to them that it had been 
cleaned. It was true that it was not until 
seven weeks after the purchase was made 
that he (plaintiff) raised the dispute, but that 
was due to the fact that he did not take 
delivery of the stamp until that period had 
passed. In point of fact he returned the 
stamp on the same day as it was delivered 
to him.

Mr. McEwan was called, and said he was 
a dealer, and had examined the stamp in 
question. In the hands of an honest man it 

1 was worth about seven shillings in its present 
condition, but had it been in a perfect state 
he would have valued it at about £$■

His Honour, in giving judgment, said he 
had not to consider whether or not there was 
fraud or misrepresentation, or even negli
gence on the part of the defendants’ firm, 
but he should decide the case on the condi
tions of sale. It was perfectly clear by those 
conditions that any purchaser having any 
complaint to make was bound to do so 
within seven days of the day of sale, and 
that the plaintiff had admittedly failed to do. 
In those circumstances there must be judg
ment for the defendants with costs.

Fongeries and Reprints
Hou> to  D e te c t  T h e m
By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE
B R IT ISH  C O L U M B IA

|VtAAAAA

I s s u e  o f  1 8 6 5 . 3 d ., b lu e . C C . P e r t .  14
Genuine.— Very nicely engraved, in tpargney 

on surfaced, white wove paper, watermarked with 
Crown and C C ;  machine-perforated 14. On 

each of the side-arches of 
the crown there are six 
small, white pearls, and 
four on the central arch. 
The ornaments on the upper 
part of the crown are crosses 
pattie and jlenrs-cU-lys al- 
ternately; the central cross 
patUet at the base of the 
central arch, is a good deat 
lower than the points of the 

Jleurs'de-lys on each side of it. There are two 
good-sized asterisks in the oval band, which 
serve as stops, to separate the name and the value 
from each other; and these asterisks have eight 
points; i.e., four large ones, with four small ones

between them. The groundwork of the outer 
corners of the stamp is a sort of lattice-work, 
and, at all the places where the lattice-work lines 
cross each other, there are small, white four- 
pointed stars, at the points of intersection. The 
V-shaped, middle part of the M of COLUMBIA 
does not come down level with the feet of the 
two upright legs of the M. The g  of POSTAGE is 
a distinct G. The middle cross pattte has a small 
outline triangle in each of the three white, 
triangular arms, following the outline of each 
triangle, very near the edge; and each of these 
outlined triangles is perfect. The circlet at the 
base of the crown contains six jewels, connected, 
each to each, with two parallel lines; the left- 
hand jewel is nearly round, but all the others are 
diamond-shaped. The spray of shamrock, on 
the right side of the large V, runs up very nearly 
as high as the o  of p o s t a g e  ; and there is a 
small, but perfectly distinct shamrock-leaf between 
the S of p o s t a g e  and the side of the crown. 
The top of the highest thistle-leaf runs up level
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with the middle of the h  of Br i t i s h  ; it is very 
sharply pointed, as are also the two side-lobes 
of this leaf, but these two side-lobes do not 
come up higher than level with the second I 
of Br i t i s h . The top petal of the central rose 
has three vertical lines of shading in i t ; the right 
and left petals have each three horizontal lines of 
shading, and the bottom petals have four oblique 
lines. Both the engraving and printing of this 
stamp have been very carefully done; and, con
sequently, every little detail shows with almost 
photographic clearness, very different from a slip
shod lithograph.

First Forgery. —  Lithographed, on hard, 
rather thin, white wove paper ; slightly surfaced; 
no watermark ; unperforated. On each of the 
side-arches of the crown there are five large white 
pearls, and three very small ones on the central 
arch. The top of the central cross patUe on the 
crown comes up level with the top point of the 
fiettrs-de-lys on each side of it. The asterisks in 
the oval band are six-pointed, and all the points 
are very nearly of the same size, though the 
right-hand asterisk is very badly shaped. There 
are no stars at the intersections of the lines of 
lattice-work. The V-shaped middle of the M of 
Co l u m b ia  very nearly touches the outline o f the 
oval beneath it. There are seven jewels, all 
diamond-shaped, in the circlet of the crown; 
they are connected with each other by a single 
line. The part of the spray of shamrock above 
the large V has two curly tendrils, ending with 
knobs, but no leaf. The highest thistle-leaf shows 
four lobes above the left side of the large V, 
and the longest of these lobes does not come 
higher than level with the middle of the S of 
B r i t i s h . Each of the upper petals of the rose 
contains two lines of shading; the two lower 
ones-have only one line in each. This forgery is 
not at all bad, as a whole, although there are 
so many differences between it and the genuine.

Second F orgery.— This may possibly be a 
badly-done reprint from the worn stone of the 
first forgery, i do not think it is likely to deceive; 
it is generally in a whitish sky-blue, and has a 
washed-out appearance. It is lithographed, on 
rather hard, unsurfaced, white wove paper, no 
watermark, perf. 13 (the favourite gauge of the 
forgers). There are five large pearls in each side- 
arch of the crown, and three, very nearly as 
large, in the central *hrch. The top of the cross 
pattte is higher than the fieurs-de-lys, each side of 
it. The asterisks in the oval band have six 
points each; those in the left-hand one are 
rounder-looking than the others. There are no 
white stars at the intersections of the lattice-work, 
in the corners of the stamp. The three legs of 
the M of COLUMBIA are level with one another. 
There are seven diamond-shaped jewels at the 
base of the crown, joined together by a single line; 
but the third jewel from the left has the line 
broken each side of it, so that it does not join the 
others. The portion o f the shamrock-spray that 
comes above the right side o f  the large V is just 
like that of the first forgery. The thistle-leaf 
above the top of the left side o f  the V  has four 
lobes, as in the first forgery; two of them are 
level with the t of Br i t i s h , and the other two 
are level with the middle o f  the S. There is a

coloured blotch or dot under the said s, which 
joins the base o f  it to the line below i t ; and there 
is a coloured dot over the first limb o f  the U o f  
Co l u m b ia , in the white line above it. The 
shading o f  the petals o f the rose consists o f 
blotches, instead o f  lines.

Third F orgery.— This is a much later pro
duction than the other two, and is likely to be 
dangerous, as it is nicely got up. Carefully litho
graphed, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper, 
unsurfaced, no watermark, well perforated 13&. 
The asterisks are like the genuine, i.e., with four 
long thick arms, alternating with four short thin 
ones; but the left-hand asterisk is not so well 
shaped as the other, having one of the large arms 
too short, and another not coming accurately to 
the centre. The stars at the intersections of the 
lines of lattice-work are clumsy, fat, and with 
the points indistinct. The V-shaped middle of 
the m  of Co l u m b ia  comes down exactly level 
with the legs of that letter. The G of p o s t a g e  
is a very distinct c. The top of the middle cross 
pattie has the outlined triangle in it (though the 
figure is hardly to be called a triangle), with the 
top line broken in the middle, and each of the 
outlined triangles in the side arms lacks the 
vertical line, making each figure look like a V 
laid on its side (>  <). There is no shamrock- 
leaf in the spray of shamrock, above the top of 
the right-hand side of the large V. The top of 
the thistle-leaf above the top of the left side of 
the large V  has three lobes ; they are all very 
blunt, and the highest point does not reach up to 
the level even of the bottom of the H of BRITISH. 
The three top petals of the rose are unshaded; 
the right lower one seems to have three lines of 
shading in it, and the left lower one has only one 
line.

POSTMARKS
Genuine.— My cancelled copies bear a very 

blotchy postmark, something like a Canadian one, 
also 54 and 85.

F irst F orgery .— 5, with blank centre; 10; 
54, with blank centre.

Second F orgery.— 1, also a shapeless blotch.
Third Forgery.— Uncancelled.

The originals are not often found postmarked ; 
for, as may be supposed, the amount of corre
spondence from this colony was never very exten
sive in the old days. The unused copies of the 
genuine usually offered for sale are remainders, 
bought up by dealers and amateurs when British 
Columbia was incorporated in the Dominion of 
Canada, in 1868. Since then, of course, this 
colony has used the Dominion stamps.

( To be continued.)

T H E  ^ E S T  S T A M V  H I N G E S
W e have prepared a new stamp hinge, of con

venient size, put up in air-tight tin  boxes, each 
containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Post-free, 7d. per box.
S tan ley  Gibbon*, L td .,
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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flcio Issues
By W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that all m atters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. F ra n k  P hillips, 
391  S tra n d , L o n d on , W .C ., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from  the colonics in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address.

A lgeria.— From L e M atin  of 4 July we trans
late the following extract from the F igaro:—

Let us bring some jo y  to  the hearts o f  philatelists by 
announcing that M. Jonnart is engaged on the engraving 
of a  new stamp o f  the Sower type for special use in Algeria 
and which will bear the word a l g e r ie  below the tablet o f 
value.

The question of joy is one of personal opinion. 
'* A thing of beauty is a joy for ever, ”  but judging 
from the growls about that long-suffering lady “ the 
Sower,” and the constant manufacturing attention 
she has received, grave cause for doubt is aroused 
concerning the primary condition of this perpetual 
happiness. About a year ago we saw a set of 
essays for the same region which contained more 
local colour, but no stamps have materialized. 
Dare we hope that the present suggested issue 
may prove equally nebulous? Surely the issues 
for French Colonies and French Offices Abroad 
are manifold enough without adding a set for a 
region treated politically as a portion of the 
mother country.

Barbacoas.— Very little is known of the 
provisionals issued in this town of Cauca. a 
department of the republic of Colombia. The 
Catalogue lists five stamps of the type illustrated 
below, to which three little sheets of type-set 
labels described by the June M . J . bear a strong 
family likeness. The colours of the paper of 
these three sheets are buff, blue, and red  respec
tively, and, says the M . J .,

T he sheets differ from one another in the colour o f  the 
paper on which they are printed, and although the types 
are the same in each case the values differ in some instances. 
There are nine stamps on the sheet, in two horizontal rows, 
five and four; the wording of the inscription ts the same as 
that o f the illustration given in the Catalogue, but the 
frame is different for each stamp on the sheet, and in no 
case corresponds exactly with the illustration. Except in 
the first stamp o f the setting the figures denoting the value 
are in manuscript, and are apparently dependent upon the 
fancy o f the scnbe.

W e may add that on the red  stamps the date “  1903" 
has been written in at the top of each, and “  Barb*" at 
bottom of all except the fourth and fifth.

Philatelically Cauca has been served (with the ex
ception of two stamps of doubtful status), entirely 
by hand-stamped or type set provisionals, all more 
or less of dountful parentage, and of which three 
sets are attributed to particular towns. When it 
is remembered what a difficult piece of country 
(we almost said “ corker” ) this part of Colombia 
is to cover, perhaps the local postal authorities 
may be forgiven the occasional outbreaks “ on 
their own.”  Cauca is still the largest department 
of the republic, and before the redistribution in 
1905 comprised the present territory of Alto 
Caqueti, or an area in all of nearly half the 
country. The chief towns are very lofty— there 
are no provisionals to taunt them with— being at

elevations varying from 6000 to 9000 feet, whilst 
the philatelic purveyors are in the plains below. 
The road to the capita) (Bogota), with the reserve 
stock of stamps, passes chiefly over mountains 
and in the Pass of Quindio rises to the height of 
11,400 feet, a rather stiff climb when a corre
spondent wants a stamp in a hurry. The stamps 
in question were probably called forth by the 
difficulties attending the revolutionary outbreaks 
in 1903. c ........................... ...

: No hay es- ;

: El Adm or.
: E . O. O r t i z . ; 

o ....................................o

Type-stt. Value in M S. in  red or  black on a ll  
values except $1.00. Imperf.

Unused. Used, 
black on buff, blue, and red —  —

002 »»
005 ’’ ,,
0.10 ” ,,
0.20” „
0.50'* ,1

1.30
5.00

Dutch Indies.— A foreign contemporary states 
that stamps of the current issue are shortly to be 
overprinted j a v a  and m a d u r a , for use in these 
islands, whilst those for the remaining islands are 
to remain without overprint. It is to be hoped our 
contemporary is misinformed, for it seems need
less to overprint at all, but if any distinguishing 
record is wanted should not the operation be 
reversed? Java, to which for administrative 
purposes Madura is always joined, is the most 
important settlement in Dutch East Indies, is the 
seat of government, and though in size smaller 
than most of the other islands, which are known 
politically as “ the Outposts,” has a population 
of nearly thirty millions out of a total or thirty- 
six millions for the whole group.

France.— We have received another value in 
the current type of “  Sower without sun or earth,”  
viz. a 25 c. which was first issued on 19 June. 
It now comes in a paler shade than at its first 
appearance. When first issued the blue was of 
so deep and metallic a shade that the obliteration 
marks could only be seen with difficulty. A  few 
days later the present shade was introduced, and 
no more stamps issued in the earlier colour.

From L e Timbre-Poste we learn that the 5 c. 
stamps of the Blanc type (Cat. Type II) are 
still being printed and issued concurrently with
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those of the new Sower type, and that a sheet 
has been seen bearing the millesime number “  7.”

Server type. Per/. 1 4 X 13$.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
2$ c.t b l u e ..................................... 0 4  —

French Offices in China.— We illustrate types 
of the overprints that have recently been applied 
to further disfigure the already hideous current 
stamps of Indo-China, full lists being given in 
the Supplement to the Catalogue.

H01-HA0 Kouang
Tchiou-Wjn

fflong-Tseii PAK-HOI

f e t e s i 1

Tch’ong
King

TtmiaR-Fott

Le Timbre-Poste illustrates a variety in the 
Mong-Tseu overprint which probably deserves 
more consideration than the usual “ printer’s 
waste" associated with similar printings. It 
consists of the word “  Mong-tseu*' with a small 
“  t n in the latter word, and appears once in each 
sheet of 150 of the 2 c. value. It is to be hoped 
that collectors will be spared any further eccen
tricities. *

Italy.—U  Echo de Timbrologie (30.6.07) says 
that it has been found that the cost of printing 
the current 15 c. is too heavy, and this stamp 
will be replaced by one of a similar design to the 
5 c. and 10 c. now in use. It is a pity, for it is 
a handsome stamp of unusual execution.

With respect to this stamp Le ColUctionneur 
de Timbres-Poste (7.07) says it is printed by 
L’Officina Calcografica Italiana, a branch house 
of the American Bank Note Co. of New York, 
established in Rome in 1905, which has also 
provided San Marino with the new stamps lately 
chronicled. The cost, however, is more than 
the Italian authorities feel justified in paying, 
hence the latest stamps are produced, as of 
old, by the Government Works at Turin. Will 
the stamp production of San Marino l>e sufficient 
to keep the American folks busy? This little 
republic is ever ready for heroic feats in Philately, 
but for the sake of collectors we trust it will not 
attempt this problem.

Italian Offices in Crete.—The new 5 c. of 
Italy has appeared with the current overprint for 
Crete.

Stam p 0 /  Ita ly  overprinted  l a  CAn ea .
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d .
5 c ., g r e e n ......................................—  —

Gibraltar.— We have seen the 2$d. on coloured 
paper with multiple wmk. and chalky surface. 
We suppose the stock of these stamps will be 
used up before putting into issue the 2$d. on 
white recently chronicled, doubtless only from a 
specimen copy.

Wmk. M ultiple Crown  C  A. 

a$d., lilac and black 0 0  blue .

Chalky Pape* . 
Unused. Used. 

e. d . 1, d.

Italian Somaliland.— Several foreign journals 
chronicle the 60 c. Postage Due stamp of Italy 
overprinted for use in this place. We presume 
the frame of the stamp is still in the old colour, 
as the value has yet to be noted with frame in 
orange.

Somalia Italiana

Meridional*

Unused. Used.
s. d . t . d.

6 0  c., buff and magenta . —  —

Labuan.— We have seen the stamp below in a 
shade that is distinct from the rose-red of the
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Catalogue. It might be termed vermilion. The 
copy shown us was “ cancelled to order.”

TyP< 30. N ew  shade.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
8 cM vermilion . . . .  —  —

Luxemburg.— A set of Postage Due stamps 
is announced for this duchy all of the same 
colour, with value in black on a plain octag
onal label, under a representation of the Arms of 
the country.

Per/. I2&. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

5 c., green and black . . .  —  —
io c . „  „  . . .  —  —

»2*C.  » „  . . .  —  —
30  C. , ,  , ,  . . . —• —
as a. „  „  . . .  —  —
50 c. ........................................... —  —

tfr . „  „  . . .  —  —

Newfoundland.— The Metropolitan Philatelist 
reports “ that a new 1 c. stamp may be 
expected shortly for this colony. The design 
consists of a superb portrait of King Edward in 
ermine robe, decorated, etc., with Ne w f o u n d l a n d  
above, value below, and N. F. in  upper corners. 
The colour is to be green.0

If this is correct, are we to expect any change 
in the design of the 2 c. ?

Nicaragua.— We have received the 50 c. on 
6 c., slate, with a different-coloured surcharge, 
viz. yellow-brown, but in all other respects identi
cal with Nos. 311 and 312 of the Supplement. 
These stamps also come overprinted with the 
large c a b o  (Type 28) in black.

For collectors who take the stamps overprinted 
for sale in the Bluefields district it will be in
teresting to note we have received lately three 
stamps not mentioned in the already too lengthy 
list in the Supplement. The list given below 
fully describes them, and they will become Nos. 
442a, 491a, and 491 b respectively.

charges, which are to be found reading up or 
down on all values. The 50 c. is of the same type 
as the 10 c., and the two varieties of “ o ” in the 
figures of value already chronicled on the ordinary 
stamps are to be found on these Officials. It 
is said also there are two types of “  1 ” in the 
Si.00 surcharge.
Type 36. Surcharged vertically. (a ) Wide thick  “  0 ."

(£) Narrow ta ll  “  0.”
Unused. Used.

s. d . s. d.
50 c. on 6 c., slate (a) (Rt.) (becomes 313*?) . 1 6  —
50 c. on 6 c. „  (£ )(B r.)( „  312^) . 2 6  —

Sam e type overprinted w ith  Type Z 3 in  black.
50 c., yellow (becomes 442a) . . . 4 0  —

Sam e type overprinted w ith  T y p e  Z8 in  black.
20 c., claret {becomes 49m) • . • . 2 0  —
50 c., yellow ( „  491A) . . , . 3 0  —

Nos. 312a and 312  ̂sim ilarly overprinted.
50c. on 6 c., slate (a) (Br.) {becomes 497^) . 3 0  —
50 c. on 6 c. ,,  (£ )(B r.)( ,, 497c) . s o  —

Official Stam ps. Type 62. Surcharged in  black.
Reading either up or down.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

10 c. on 1 c., g r e e n ..................................—  —
20 c. on z c. ....................................................—  —
50 c. on x c. „ ..................................... —  —

on 2 c., r o s e .............................................. —  —
82 on 2 c .  ......................................................... —  —
$3 on 2 c. ......................................................... —  —
$4 on 5 c.. b l u e .............................................. —  —

Oceanic Settlements.— The 5 c. in the current 
type is again chronicled as appearing in bright 
yellow-green. This stamp was reported in 1900, 
at the same time that the four other values appeared 
in new colours, but its issue was afterwards con
tradicted. It will have to be “ seeing is believing” 
before it again appears as No. 14 in the Catalogue.

Peace a n d  Commerce Type. Colour changed.
Unused. Used*

s. d. e. d.
5 c ,  bright yeliow-green .  —  —

Vale 20  cts

*

©

Vale $ l,oo
There is also a series of provisional Official 

stamps to record. The stamps dealt with are those 
of 1906 (Type 62), and we illustrate the sur-

Peru.— We illustrate the new series as far as 
received. The complete set, we understand, con
sists of the following values. In all cases the 
picture is in the first colour named.
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P icto r ia l types. Per/. 12.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s.  d.
1 c . , black and green (Bolognesi Monument) —  —
2 c . , violet &  red(/?ear./f am  Y. M iguel G ran) —  —
4 c ., olive-green {L lam a) . . .  . —  —
5 c. 1 black and blue {Statue) . .  —  —

i o c . ,, brown {Exhibition Buildings') —  —-
20 c. „  gxtzn (M edical School, L im a )  —  —
50 c., black (G .P .O ., L im a ) . . . . —  —

1 sol, green and violet (.Hippodrome, S .
Beatrice, L im a )  —

2 sol, (?) colours (Columbus Monument) . —  —

Rouraania,— We are indebted to L e M oniteur 
du CoUectionneur (5.07) for the information that 
the authorities in Roumania decided to withdraw 
all charity and commemorative issues from use on 
23 May.

We suppose, therefore, that the sale of all these 
stamps nas already ceased, and that they are 
no longer available for postage. It is also 
rumoured that the postal authorities not only 
intend to offer the remainders for sale “ en bloc,” 
but that the 25 bani, black and green (error), is 
to be surcharged 5 bani before being offered for 
sale. Comment is needless.

We illustrate the two charity labels not illus- 
trated in the Supplement to the Catalogue.

Santander and Cucuta.— We have been shotfn 
specimens of a flourishing crop of provisionals 
for this department of Colombia, and are told 
that the fresh values are those at which the 
stamps are to be sold on the gold basis. They 
must have rapidly appreciated, for the prices 
asked of our publishers is many times face. 
In October, 1903, a law was promulgated for the 
regulation of the monetary system and the re
demption of the paper money. This has been 
gradually taking place, and is the explanation of 
the varying rates to which the many stamps of 
Colombia have been subject during recent years. 
The stamps now surcharged are those of 1905, 
which originally were sold, in the case of San
tander, at paper (almost “ waste-paper” ) rates, and 
for Cucuta on the silver basis. A foreign contem
porary chronicles an error, “ Cantavos” for “ Cen
tavos”  on each sheet surcharged “ 2 Centavos.”

Medio Medio U N  
Cvo. Cvo. Cvo.

(<*) w

2

Centavos.

2
Cvs.

Issue 0 / 1905. tmperf.
Stam ps 0/ Santander.

Unused. Used,
x. d. s. d.

Medio Cvo. (<2), in green, on 50 c., yellow —  —
2 Centavos, in black, on 5 c ., pale blue . —  —  *
a „  in blue, on 10 c ., claret . —  —
2 C vs., in blue, on 5 c ., blue-green . —  —
2 „  „  on 20 c., marone . . —  —
2 ,, ,, on 5 p., blue . . —  —

Stam ps 0/  C ucuta.
Medio Cvo. 0*), in blk., on 50 c .,red  on yell. —  —

„  (£) „  on 50 c. „  „  —  —
U N  ,, in blue, on 1 c., green on yell. —  —
2 Centavos, in green, on 2 c., rose „  —  —
2 „  in blue, on io c .,  brown ,, —  —
2 ,, ,, on 2 c., pale green —  —
2 ,, in black, on 5 c., scarlet . —  —
2 C vs., in blue, on to c:, deep blue . —  —
2 „  „  on 20 c., green on yellow  —  —

Sierra Leone.— Our publishers have received 
a supply of the £d., King’s Head, printed in one 
colour, and we have seen used copies of the id. 
printed in carmine. The 2$d. is also reported as 
having appeared in “ all blue.”

K ing 's Head. Ordinary paper. M ultiple wmk.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
$d., g reen ......................................o, 1 * —
id ., carmine . . . .  —  —
2jd ., b lu e ......................................—  —

Printed b y  W . B sbhdom  &  So n , Ltd ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibbo ns, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W .C.
20 Ju ly , 1907.
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Go$$ip of the Hour
B y CORNELIUS WRINKLE
E xp ertizin g  S tam p s

A
V E R Y  well-known provincial collector 

writes to me as follows concerning my 
remarks on p. 17 on experts’ fees for 

examining stamps :—
With reference to your remarks in your issue for to-day, 

permit me to make some comments on same as regards ex
perts and their fees for examining stamps.

I quite agree with you when you allude to the charges 
as being “  a  bit too thick," also further with your remarks 
that they are not only apt to be detrimental to the popu
larization o f  Philately, but also prohibitive; but, on the 
other hand, it is only fair to the experts to say that, for one 
thing, as a  general rule, these fees are only spent when 
rare stamps are concerned, and are further only paid by 
the more wealthy collectors who happen to have possession 
of such stamps. The actual “ rank and file," as it were, or, 
to perhaps express my meaning better, the actual large 
number of collectors with commoner stamps and even 
fairly rare ones, really do not need often to trouble about 
having such expertized at all. I assert the number of 
stamps requiring expertizing owing to clever “ faking" 
seems to be on the increase yearly ; but, on the other band, 
their total is nothing like the total o f those never requiring 
any expert opinion if  owner be a  philatelist of any stand
ing at all as regards experience. 1 have, however, in the 
past more than once pointed out there is a great want of 
philatelic experts in the provinces apart from London. 
Let London be the head one, but have others in influential 
stamp quarters, and let their fees be considerably less than 
those charged fo r  the London opinion. Any final opinion 
could be sent to London afterwards, o f course, but the 
high charges, etc. are, as you say, against young collectors 
sendiog them up when they get hold of a  rare stamp which 
has been forged considerably in the past. There seems to 
me to be a  real want o f what 1 call, in compliment to the 
London experts, a “  secondary committee of experts," as it 
were, located aw ay from London, dealing not only with 
rarer stamps but with commoner ones for less fees. O f 
course we collectors have to go b y  the experience o f those 
who have bad good chances of diagnosing forgeries from 
genuine stamps, but 1 admit even they may be wrong in 
their surmises.

I feel whilst on this question I cannot refrain from 
alluding to my own experience. 1 have been collecting 
stamps now for over thirty years, and during the last say 
round dozen or more I may safely say I have been saved 
hundreds o f  pounds b y  submitting certain rare stamps to 
the Expert Committee or to one o f my own expert friends 
for their opinion. Practically all such stamps have been 
those difficult more or less to diagnose as to genuineness 
either in the stamp itself as regards its perfs., roulettes, 
etc., or in the obliteration, etc., or surcharge, etc. In one 
case I was saved a  matter o f nearly 450 alone for a 
single stamp, and even with my own long and large ex
perience, 1 candidly adm 1 1 was unable m yself \.o expertize 
this stamp to my satisfaction. So with many others I could 
name to you. But my remarks will, I think, convince you 
that I, at any rate, have done well in thus not paying large 
sums acquiring forgeries for my collection. In most o f my 
London and other certificates the opinion is unanimous;

where it is not, then this is clearly stated, and I have made 
it a  rule when getting such rare stamps as 1 allude to, 
which I happen to be in want of, at sales, etc., and which 
often exist five times forged out o f every six (even ivhen 
you  get hold o f  them), 1 say I make it a  rule that purchase 
is  got subject to an expert passing same at m y cost i f  1 
require it. I f  owners don’t agree, then I don't buy, and 
I never yet in m y experience reRrct having done so. Had 
I any forgeries in my collection (and I doubt i f  I  have any, 
or not many, at any rate), how could 1 conscientiously sell 
same again as genuine i f  i  wished to part with m y stamps? 
Further, even if  1 wished to be so dishonest, there is always 
the probability the would-be purchaser might spot tbe 
forgery, and this would at the least (even knowing I did 
not know it was such) mean loss o f money to me in any 
re-sale, for 1 hold in Philately, like other sciences, one 
must collect for pleasure as well as for remuneration should 
rainy days ever crop up, as they are doing now w ith a  
vengeance, from another point o f view.

N o, 1 give all honour to the London Expert Committee 
for their work. T h ey give up portions ot their time, and 
having already the knowledge in most cases as regards dis
tinguishing marks between forgeries and genuines, surely 
they have a right to ask a fee. 1 admit the fee is stiff, but 
then in most cases the stamps submitted are also “ stiff" 
ones; at least, what 1 have submitted have often been, and 
have required not a  little trouble and time to diagnose.

Further, 1 don’t think they wish to be burdened with 
commoner stamps sent to them, therefore this leaves open 
the necessity for a secondary expert committee for lesser 
valuable stamps and charging lesser fees. I have in mind 
one very rare Colonial especially used, and think 1 am 
correct in saying I have submitted for opinion over a  round 
dozen copies at various times, and in a ll  cases, until quite 
recently, ha9 the stamp been condemned as forged sur
charge, and 1 have returned it to owners, of course. 
Further, it is only in difficult cases I go to the expense o f 
submitting to London experts, as there are others who ex
pert for less, but far too few for the demand for this work : 
what they are, ore scattered far and wide. W e really 
want a  second committee o f free experts, as it were, not 
necessarily being dealers, but collectors pure and simple. 
Have dealers, by all means, of well-known reputation, but 
also have amateurs in your secondary committee. O f 
course for my own pocket's sake I am pleased that, as I 
require few stamps now requiring expertizing of any diffi
culty, so I spend less on fees, etc.; but 1 think my own 
experience, given in all due humility, proves that experts 
are essential to our science.

I admit many people calling themselves experts are not 
so at all, but there arc some genuine ones fortunately, and 
it is worth money in reason to resort to them rather than 
to have none to resort to in cases of need for “ love or 
money" either.

W ork to Provincial Societies
I D O  not know that I need comment on this 
letter. I print it as received. It is some
what vague in places, but it probably repre
sents a fairly general view.

In the main the writer agrees with me,
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but thinks, as most of us do, that the work 
of the Royal Society’s Expert Committee is 
most important and well done, and, as the 
writer surmises, of course, the high fees are 
fixed for the purpose of limiting the work of 
the Committee to really difficult and rare 
stamps. I have no doubt they think that 
other societies should undertake general 
expertizing of the less difficult kind for their 
members.

Here, it seems to me, provincial societies 
might do much to help young collectors.

They should appoint Forgery Committees, 
not a Forgery Expert. I have no faith in 
the Forgery Expert single-handed. I do not 
know one man, even amongst the cminents, 
equal to such work single-handed. The 
Committee should be made up of special
ists to cover as much ground as possible

Most of the leading provincial societies 
could form a committee of specialists, and 
so do a work that would be a  real draw for 
membership.

Specialist Experts
I DO not see why specialists of high stand
ing, who are recognized authorities on the 
countries which they specialize, should not 
undertake the work of expertizing in their 
own countries.

Personally, I would infinitely rather have 
the opinion of a well-known specialist on 
the stamps of his own country than the 
opinion of the Expert Committee of the 
Royal Society.

As a rule, if a specialist gets a stamp that 
bothers him he will take the earliest oppor
tunity of discussing it with his fellow special
ists, and 1 know of no court of final appeal 
in matters philatelic that would be more 
satisfactory to me.

Some day this question of expertizing will 
ripen into much greater importance than it 
has yet assumed. It will some day be the 
recognized insurance against fraud and 
ignorance.

A  Go-ahead Colonial Society
I H A V E  just received the second number 
of the British Guiana Philatelic Journal, 
and again 1 congratulate the Society on 
its appearance. It bears the impress of a 
real live society.

From it I learn that the British Guiana 
Philatelic Society now numbers forty mem
bers, including evidently not a few really 
enthusiastic workers, and one enthusiastic 
member is worth a whole hive of drones of 
the usual type.

And they have been having an exhibition 
on a grand scale, of which the pages of
G.S. W. will no doubt give some account.

W est Indians Coming to the Front ~~
ACCORDING to the British Guiana Philatelic 
Journal, W est Indian Colonials are once 
more coming to the front. It says, “ The 
craze now is for West Indians, and several 
of our local collectors are disposing of their 
general collections and only stocking West 
Indians.”

I don’t want to be hypercritical, but I do 
not like the terms “ craze” and “ stocking.” 
Our devotion to our hobby is not a craze, 
and no true philatelist goes in for “ stocking” 
as if he were a  dealer.

But 1 am glad to hear that W est Indians 
are looking up. They have been under a 
cloud for a very long time.

If our British Guiana friends could per
suade certain Leeward Islands authorities to 
cease from issuing contemptible supple
mentary series, which are little short of 
official swindles, they would do much to 
remove a barrier to the West Indians.

Coming East African Changes 
Mr. E dwin H ealey tells me that the cur
rency is to be changed in British East 
Africa from annas to cents, but the rupee 
will remain, i.e. the currency will be the 
same as that of Mauritius, Seychelles, and 
Ceylon. Mr. Healey says the coins for the 
new currency have already been sent out 
to the colony. Therefore we may expect the 
stamps to be changed any day.

It is to be hoped there will be no sur
charging.

Philatelic Picnic
A  note from Manchester informs me that 
the annual picnic of the Manchester branch 
of the Juniors was held on 6 July. A  good 
number of members and friends took the 
train to Mobberley and, under the leader
ship of Mr. Munn, walked by field paths to 
Castle Mills, where the party had tea. The 
walk was then continued along the Bollin 
valley to Ashley station, a very pleasant 
afternoon being spent. The very successful 
arrangements were made by Messrs. W. W. 
Munn and J. Taylor.

International Penny Post
A ccording to the Paris correspondent of 
the Daily Chronicle, M. Simyan, the Under
secretary for Posts and Telegraphs, upon 
whom a  deputation, headed by Mr. Henniker 
Heaton, recently waited, does not appear to 
be very hopeful of the early adoption of in
ternational penny postage.

In an interview with a  representative of 
the Petit Parisicn, he said it would be 
necessary to await the International Postal 
Conference, to be held at Lisbon next year, 
before coming to a decision on the question. 
Then, perhaps, they would be able to create
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an international penny stamp, lie  was 
favourable to a reduction in the present 
foreign letter rate, but before France could 
consent to this reform it would be neces
sary for her to overtake the deficiency of
28,000,000 fs. (,£1,120,000), which had fol
lowed upon the reduction of her inland rate

to io c. Its extension to foreign countries 
will enormously increase this deficit. Heques- 
tioned if England would be favourable to an 
immediate reduction from 2^d. to id .; but no 
doubt she would readily consent to a gradu
ated reduction of id. periodically, covering 
several years, and ultimately arriving at id.

H Philatelic L ibrary:
Its Uses and H010 to Fomn It
B y BERTRAM W. H. POOLE
British Journals
'T ~'HE Stamp Collector's Magazine. This 

was one of the pioneer journals of our 
hobby, and also one of the best that have 
been published. It had a life of twelve years, 
the first volume being issued in 1863 and 
the last one in 1874. It is a magazine that 
ought to be included in the library of every 
philatelist, for, considering its antiquity, it 
contains a vast amount of general informa
tion that is still of the utmost value. The 
writers who contributed to its pages were 
the pioneers of our fascinating hobby, and 
the articles are as readable to-day as they 
were when first published. Considering the 
limited means that existed inthosedays forthe 
interchange of opinions on philatelic matters, 
one cannot help marvelling at the accuracy 
and brilliancy of the contributions, and they 
prove beyond a doubt that those early 
writers had a general knowledge of Philately 
that is equalled by few and excelled by none 
of the leading philatelists of the present day. 
The complete set of twelve volumes of this 
excellentmagazinecan generally bepurchased 
for about six guineas.

The Philatelic Record. The first number 
of this magazine was issued in 1879, five 
years after the decease of the S.C.M ., and 
it is still running, being thus the oldest of 
the existing philatelic journals. Age has 
but added to its usefulness and excellence, 
and it is considered one of the leading 
magazines devoted to the study of stamps. 
During its long life it has been contributed 
to by most of the best-known philatelists, 
and it contains some of the finest articles 
on the stamps o f certain countries that 
have ever been written. It was originally 
published in a much smaller size than at 
present, and has changed owners on several 
occasions. It is more suited for advanced 
collectors than inexperienced ones, for most 
of its articles are highly specialistic. Vol. 1, 
I fancy, is somewhat scarce, and cannot 
probably be bought for less than 15s. or 20s. 
The other volumes, up to X VI or X V II, 
are usually considered to be worth about 10s.

each, and the later ones can be purchased 
at from 3s. to 6s. each.

Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal. This 
is the second oldest of the living philatelic 
periodicals, and is essentially a work that 
should find a place in every' philatelic library. 
It is a journal that is excelled by none, either 
in the quality or quantity of its contents. 
The first number was issued in 1890,and it has 
finished its seventeenth year. It is famed 
for the excellence and completeness of its 
articles, which are written by the foremost 
philatelists of the day, and its monthly 
chronicle of new issues is generally recog
nized as being the most reliable and com
plete one published. Though mainly in
tended for advanced collectors, the Monthly 
Journal is so well written that it can be 
read with interest and understanding by the 
veriest tyro. Vol. I is fairly scarce, and is 
worth about 20s.; Vol. 11 can be purchased 
for 10s; Vols. I l l  to V III are worth 7s. each; 
and the later volumes can be obtained for 
5s. each.

The Philatelic Journal o f Great Britain. 
This excellent journal is the third oldest of 
the existing philatelic magazines, being just 
a year younger than the Monthly Journal. 
It has always endeavoured to cater for the 
less advanced collectors as well as specialists, 
but, nevertheless, some of the finest and 
most valuable contributions to the literature 
of our hobby may be found in its pages. 
At the present time its new issue chronicle 
is a very complete one, and a feature that 
is always popular is the “  Philatelic Review 
of Reviews.” From these volumes the reader 
is able to glean a lot of information that 
would be otherwise unobtainable without 
subscribing to all the various magazines. 
Vol. I is worth 25s. ; Vols. II and III 
usually sell for 8s. 6d. each ; and the later 
ones can be purchased at from 4s. to 6s. 
each.

The London Philatelist. This is the 
official organ of the Royal Philatelic 
Society— the leading organization of the 
kind in the world—and it stands fourth in
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point of age among present-day journals. 
In the excellence of its contents, however, 
it is second to none, for most of the scholarly 
papers read at the meetings of the Society 
appear in its columns, besides many other 
noteworthy articles. It is a magazine that 
should certainly be included in one’s phila
telic library. Vol. I can be obtained for 
about £ i, and the later volumes can usually 
be purchased at from ios. to 17s. each.

The Stamp Collectors Fortnightly. With 
the exception of a break of a few months 
this journal has arrived regularly every other 
Saturday since 1894. There are a number j 
of interesting articles in its early volumes, | 
but of late years it has consisted chiefly of j 
matters of general and topical interest. It 
contains a good many items that will prove 
of the utmost value to beginners. None of 
the volumes are scarce, and they can usually 
be obtained at from 5s. to 7s. 6d. each.

The Stamp Collector. The first three 
volumes of this magazine, issued from 1897-9, 
were published as the Junior Stamp Collector, 
and contain a number of items of special 
value to beginners. The later volumes con
tain several interesting articles suitable for 
all grades of collectors. I am unable to 
state the present market value of the earlier 
volumes, but the later ones can be obtained 
for a few shillings each.

Ewen’s Weekly Stamp News. This was 
first issued in 1899, and it can thus claim to 
be the oldest weekly stamp journal issued 
in Europe. Its earlier volumes contain a 
number of interesting specialist articles, and 
a good deal of space in them relates to the 
study of postmarks. Recent volumes are 
noted for their very complete chronicle of 
new issues, and the publication of items 
devoted to the postage, envelope, Railway 
Letter Fee, etc. stamps of Great Britain. 
Most of the volumes can be purchased at 
a few shillings each.

Morley's Philatelic Journal. The first 
number was issued in 1900, and it is recog
nized as the leading*journal devoted chiefly 
to the study and description of fiscal stamps. 
None of the volumes are rare, and they can 
be procured without difficulty at 2s. to 5s. 
each.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly is too well known 
to my readers to need further reference here.

The West-End Philatelist. This is the 
newest of English stamp journals. The 
first number was issued in March, 1904, so 
that it is now nearly three years old. It 
contains a number of excellent articles 
written for the edification of all classes of 
collectors, and a notable and regular feature 
is “ Things Worth Knowing,” in which all 
manner of things of philatelic interest are 
discussed and explained.

C olo n ial M a g a z in e s
Although Philately flourishes exceedingly 

in most of our colonial possessions, it is 
remarkable that philatelic publications pro
duced on the spot are few and far between. 
It is worth noting that, at the present time, 
no journal devoted to the interests of our 
hobby is published in the important colony 
of Canada. Several have started at various 
times, but have made very short stays in 
this unfeeling world. As practically all 
matters of interest are dealt with in the 
home papers, I have only chosen two colonial 
magazines for reference here as being worthy 
of a place in one’s library. These are both 
particularly active, have been published for 
several years, and at the moment are the 
only colonial philatelic journals in exist
ence.

The Philatelic Journal o j India. This is 
the official organ of the Philatelic Society of 
India, and the first number was issued in 
January, 1897. It is one of the largest of 
modern philatelic periodicalsandisaltogether 
a very creditable and welcome journal. Its 
pages are full of admirable articles, those 
relating to Indian and Asiatic stamps gener
ally being, naturally, in the majority. It 
can hold its own with any of the leading 
English journals, which is, I think, sufficient 
commendation of its sterling worth. So far 
as I know, none of the volumes are difficult 
to obtain, and they can usually be purchased 
at from 5s. to 10s. each.

The Australian Philatelist. This is the 
only other colonial journal in existence, and 
it has had a fairly long life, being now in its 
thirteenth year. It is essentially a magazine 
for collectors of Australian stamps, and 
contains a number of valuable articles and 
notes relating to antipodean Philately. Most 
of the volumes can be had without difficulty 
at from 3s. to 5s. each.

American Journals
The United States easily holds the record 

for the number of different stamp journals it 
has published, and also for the remarkable 
shortness of the lives of most of them. The 
majority are utterly worthless, and those that 
contain matter of any value or interest are 
the exception. A  few excellent ones exist 
no longer, but, as most of their contents are 
covered by articles in English journals, it is 
hardly necessary to mention them here. I 
will, instead, content myself with listing the 
two leading journals that appear regularly 
nowadays.

The American Journal o j Philately. This 
is undoubtedly the leading American phila
telic journal, and one, also, that has had a 
long life, for it has nearly completed its 
nineteenth volume. In its pages are scores 
of articles of the highest interest and value.
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Naturally, American stamps receive greatest 
attention, but the general articles and spec
ialists’ papers regarding the stamps of other 
countries are exceptionally meritorious, and 
well worthy of perusal. Some of the older 
volumes are hard to obtain, and are worth 
about los. each, while the later ones can 
usually be purchased at 3s. to 5s. apiece.

MekeeVs Weekly Stamp News. This is 
anothernoteworthy publication and, I believe, 
the oldest weekly stamp paper in the world, 
for it has issued about 835 numbers to date, 
a record to be proud of. It contains a 
number of excellent general and specialist 
articles, and an excellent feature of recent 
years has been the publication of special 
numbers solely devoted to the stamps of 
some particular country. It is pre-eminently 
a stamp newspaper and is full o f notes on cur
rent topics of the greatest value and interest.

The collector who wishes to keep in touch 
with Philately on the other side of the 
“  Herring Pond ” cannot do better than 
subscribe to this journal. Some of the 
older volumes are now difficult to obtain, but 
the later ones can be purchased for a few 
shillings each.

Other W orks
In conclusion. I may state that there are 

many other works that, though not philatelic 
publications, are of the greatest interest to 
philatelists, and should be included in one’s 
library if possible. I mean such volumes 
as the official Postal Guides issued by our 
postal department; histories relating to the 
growth and work of a post office; official 
documents relating to the issue of postage 
stamps; and any pamphlets or books re
lating to postal matters.

{Concluded.')

Portraits on Stamps
B y  BOSWELL JUNIOR
United States of A m erica — c o n t i n u e d  

James Monroe, fifth President o f the 
United States, was born in Westmoreland 

county, Virginia, 
on 28 April, 1758. 
Originally of Scot
tish origin, he early 
imbibed the fervid 
p atrio tism  for 
which his native 
district was fam
ous. He went to 

the College of William and Mary, but the 
course of his studies was interrupted by 
the outbreak of the War of Independence. 
Monroe with some twenty other students 
joined the army. He was made a lieu
tenant in the Third Virginia Regiment, and 
was with the troops in various engage
ments, in one of which he was wounded 
in the shoulder. In 1777-8 he served as a 
volunteer aide with the rank of major, and 
took part in the battles of Brandywine, 
Germantown, and Monmouth. At this 
juncture he made the acquaintance of Jeffer
son, and to the friendship which ensued 
Monroe’s early advancement is mainly due. 
In 1782 Monroe was elected to a seat in the 
Virginian Assembly. His appointment as 
delegate to various congresses followed, and 
he became Virginia’s most conspicuous re
presentative. Monroe’s service at Congress 
expired in 1786. Soon he was again called 
to public life and became a member of the 
Virginia Convention which met to consider 
the proposed Constitution of the United 
States. As we have already seen, Madison 
and Marshall were the leaders in favour of

the Constitution. Monroe allied himself 
with Patrick Henry, their chief opponent. 
He finally assented to the Constitution, and 
became a senator in 1790. Four years later 
he was sent as envoy to France. In this 
office he seems to have exceeded his powers, 
and was consequently recalled in 1796.

Jefferson’s election to the presidency in 
1801 opened a way for the return of Monroe 
to France. He joined Livingston with the 
object of bringing about the cession of the 
vast region then known as Louisiana to the 
United States. The French needed money, 
and the Americans could afford to pay well 
for the control of the entrance to the 
Mississippi. Eighty million francs was the 
purchase money agreed upon, and Bonaparte 
assented to the sale. “  I have given to 
England,” he said, “ a maritime rival that 
will sooner or later humble her pride.”

Monroe was now removed from Paris and 
accredited to the Court of St. James. An 
attempt on the part of Monroe and Pinck
ney to conclude a treaty with Great Britain 
led to much dissatisfaction among Ameri
cans because the treaty did not come up to 
their expectations. Monroe’s political saga
city was again called in question, and the 
clouds of war were again looming ominously 
on the horizon. Monroe, however, was not 
one of those who quietly drift out of the 
public gaze. For the second time he was 
chosen Governor of Virginia, and shortly 
afterwards was appointed by Madison to the 
office of Secretary of State, which office he 
held for six years (1811-17). Monroe had 
now held almost every important office
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except that of President. If experience in 
political affairs be regarded as a qualification 
for the highest office, Monroe possessed it to 
the full. He became a candidate for the 
p/esidency, and was elected. At this time 
Monroe was fifty-nine years old. He held the 
office of President for eight years (1816-25). 
The political creed known as the “  Monroe 
doctrine” took its rise during his term of 
office. It was a doctrine of “  America for 
the Americans.” A  rumour had spread that 
the European Powers intended to step in 
and restore the authority of Spain in her 
revolted colonies in South America. Monroe 
resisted this foreign interference, and de
clared that he should consider any attempt 
on the part of the European Powers “ to 
extend their system to any portion of this 
hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and

safety.” Interference on the part of any 
European Power with the Governments 
established in North and South America 
would be regarded “ as the manifestation of 
unfriendly disposition to the United States.” 
At the close of Monroe’s second term of 
office he retired into private life. A s a 
writer of state papers he was inferior to 
Jefferson, Madison, and Hamilton, but his 
career was not without brilliance. He served 
his country faithfully and well, and retired 
full of years and with no little prestige. He 
married in 1786 a daughter o f Lawrence 
Kortright, of New York. He died in New 
York City on 4 July, 1831. His remains were 
buried in Marble Cemetery', but in 1858 
were reinterred at Hollywood.

His portrait appears on the 3 cents, 
purple, of the 1904 Louisiana Purchase issue.

St* Vincent
1 8 8 6 . I s . ,  s la te = g re y . P e rf. 1 1  to  12 i  a l l  r o u n d

O
N E  would suppose that little remained 
to be discovered about the early 
issues of St. Vincent, but at a  recent

H
 meeting of the Royal Phila-

which was struck out of the 
St. Vincent Handbook be

cause no evidence could be obtained of its 
existence. This evidence has now been 
supplied, and a note by Mr. E. I). Bacon, in 
The L. P. for May, accounts for this variety 
as follows : The first supply of is, stamps 
was sent out in July, 1866, and the second in 
February, 1869; both are entered as purple 
in Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.’s books,

but as a matter of fact the first lot was slate- 
grey and the second indigo; 500 sheets were 
perforated on the first occasion and 300 on 
the second. Miss Stewart, the lady who 
worked the old perforating machine, noted 
the former as “ purple” in her book, but did 
not note the colour of the latter, and Mr. 
Bacon suggests, probably quite correctly, 
that a few sheets beyond the 500 may have 
been printed in 1866, and that these may 
have formed part of the supply sent out in 
1869, and thus have been perforated with 
the same gauge as the is., indigo, which are 
always perf. 11 to 12J. All were intended 
by the printers to be the same colour, but 
Miss Stewart must have noticed that this 
was not the case, and therefore entered the 
second lot in her perforating book as “ 300 
sheets St. Vincent, is.,” without mentioning 
the colour. Monthly Journal.

View Zealand “ Officials"
Alleged Illegal Sales
C h a r g e  a g a in s t  a  D u n e d in  D e a le r  : J u d g m e n t

O
N page 15 we reported some official 

proceedings at Dunedin, NewZealand, 
taken against Mr. William Lawrence 

Hooper, trading as Wilcox and Smith, on the 
charge of having unlawfully dealt in stamps, 
the stamps in question being the Official 

stamps now used by Government depart
ments. W e now append the judgment of 
the magistrate, Mr. Widdowson, from the 
Stamp Collectors Fortnightly:—

Defendant is charged under section 16 of the Stamp 
A ct, 1883, with having, on the 14th March, last, unlawfully

dealt in stamps within the meaning of the ^ ct without 
being duly licensed to deal in such stamps. T he stamps 
in question bear the overprint “ Official,’' and are issued 
to and for use by Government and other authorized 
departments in place o f the system of franking, which was 
abolished in December, 1906. T hey are therefore such as 
cannot be sold to or used by a licensed stamp dealer or 
the public. Assuming that >uch stamps come within the 
purview o f the A ct, can the defendant be said to have 
dealt in stamps within the meaning o f the Stamp A ct? 
Defendant is a  philatelist, but is not licensed to deal 
in stamps. T he evidence also shows that these stamps 
were bought by and were in the po>session o f the de* 
fendant, and that he intended to sell or otherwise dispose 
of them. . . . Section 18 o f the Stamp A ct appears to 
throw a little light on the matter, a  person licensed to 
deal in stamps being thereby required to display & notice
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that be is licensed to “ s e ll"  stamps. In Allen v. Sharp 
(17 L.J., Ex. 2is), “ dealing " is dehned as “ distributing," 
and a dealer as one who distributes. The Am erican and  
English Encyclopedia 0/ Law , after giving a  practically 
similar definition o f “ to d e a l"  as that in Webster s 
International Dictionary  (i.e. “ to traffic,” “ to transact 
business," “ to trade"), goes on to say that a dealer in 
the popular acceptance of the word is not one who buys to 
keep or makes to sell, but one who buys to sell again. 
He stands intermediately between the producer and the 
consumer, and depends for his profit not upon the labour 
he bestows upon his commodities, but upon the skill and 
foresight with which he watches the markets. It seems to 
me, therefore, that to constitute dealing there must be

something in the nature of a  distributing business or 
trading, and more than a  mere buying or acquiring, 
although coupled with an intention to sell again or 
exchange, etc. The American authorities also adopt the 
same meaning, but in many cases, both in case o f revenue 
laws and otherwise, have also decided that (unless the 
intention o f the A ct is clearly to the contrary) there must 
not only be a  sale, but a  succession o f acts o f selling 
before one could be said to be dealing. I am o f opinion 
in the present case that, apart from any other question, 
the evidence is not sufficient to prove the offence charged 
against the defendant. T he information will therefore be 
dismissed.

British Guiana 
Philatelic Exhibition, 1907
T H E Exhibition which was for a long time 

mooted by our Society has at last become 
an accomplished fact, and the general 

opinion appears to be that it has been a great 
success in every way, eclipsing the first Exhibi
tion held by this Society in 1904 in the number 
of entries, in the excellent quality of the exhibits, 
in the neat mounting of the specimens, and in the 
large attendance at the Town Hall.

One could not help feeling, after looking over 
the exhibits, that it was a most instructive and 
highly creditable Exhibition, affording an oppor* 
tunity to inspect some of the finest collections in 
the colony to a great number of persons who 
perhaps would not otherwise have had a chance of 
seeing them. A really fine collection involves the 
expenditure of considerable time, trouble, money, 
and a large share of patience and carefulness, 
which those outside the sphere of Philately hardly 
realize; and there can be no question of the 
educational value of a collection arranged on 
strict philatelic lines, with full notes.

It was also interesting to note the strides that 
Philately had made in this colony during the few 
yeais which elapsed since the last Exhibition.

The guarantors consisted of the following gentle
men : E. A. V. Abraham ; W. A. Abraham; 
Geo. Allan; Jorge Camacho; L. D. Cleare; 
J. H. Field; A . IX Ferguson; J. F. Green; 
Luke M. Hill,c.R. ; Hon. B Howell Jones; Rev. 
Canon Josa; E. H. Maclaine; J. C. McCowan,
T. A. Pope. b . a . ; Dr. E. D. Rowland; A. Reis; 
Frank P. Stubbs; L. V. Vaughan; C. G. A. 
W yatt; Dr. Almeida.

On the Working Committee and the Judges fell 
the brunt of the work entailed in this Exhibition, 
and it is to their services, which were quite in
valuable, that the success of the Exhibition is in a 
great measure to be attributed. Special thanks 
must be accorded to Messrs. B. Howell Jones, 
E. A. V. Abraham, Geo. Allan, and T. A. Pope, 
who threw their whole heart and soul into the 
work, for the large share of help they gave to the 
organization of this show; and to many other 
members and non-members of the Society, 
notably Messrs. A. K. Anderson, J. H. Field, 
F. Chapman, J. B. Sharpies.

The Judges were: Hon. B. Howell Jones 
(Chairman); E. A. V. Abraham ; George Allan ; 
Dr. Almeida; A. D. Ferguson ; T . A . Pope; 
and L. V. Vaughan. No fudge sitting in any 
section in which he exhibited.

The judging was based on the following quali
fications : («) completeness, (£) condition, (f) 
arrangement, (d) rarity, {e) philatelic knowledge. 
The points for each quality varied in every section, 
local conditions being largely responsible for this, 
the object being to bring together all classes of 
collectors on an equal footing. |

The number of exhibits was forty, and the 
total value of the exhibits was over £6500.

The Town Hall
in which the Exhibition was held, presented a gay 
and attractive appearance, being effectively decor
ated with bunting. The lofty, well-lighted hall, 
with a ground area of 90 feet by 40 feet, had little 
available space left after all the exhibits had been 
laid out.

The plan adopted for the display of the exhibits 
answered admirably. All separate countries, 
mounted on cards, were shown either in glass 
frames or under the special glass covers attache.) 
to the tables; albums being exhibited in glass 
cases. The long tables with the exhibits were 
arranged along the east and west sides of the hall, 
and down the centre.
The Opening Ceremony

The Exhibition, which was held under the dis
tinguished patronage of His Excellency the 
Governor (Sir Frederic M. Hodgson, K .C .M .G .) ,  
was formally opened at 4 p m. on Saturday, 
6 April, 1907. The large number of visitors 
present included the Hon. B. Howell Jones 
(President); the Lord Bishop of Guiana;
J. Wood Davis, K.R. ; Hon. Robert Duff;
T. A. Pope; A. Eamshaw; C. W ieting; W. A. 
Abraham; E. A . V. Abraham; A. W. Swain 
(Ag. Postmaster-General); Dr. Almeida; L. V. 
Vaughan; Geo. A llan ; A. D. Ferguson;
G. Ball Greene; Rev. Canon Josa; S. A . II. 
Culpeper; and many others, including a large 
number of ladies.

ThePresident(H on. B. Howell Jones) formally welcomed 
H is Excellency the Governor, ana explained that this was 
the second Exhibition o f the Society. The.Society com
menced in a  very small way, he believed at a  meeting at 
Canon Josa's house, when there were six present. They 
started w ith six or seven members, but had gradually 
grown to be a  large Society. A t their last annual meeting 
they found that they had over forty members, and that 
number had since been increased.* Philately had been 
designated by all sorts o f  names. Some people said that 
it was a  science, others that it was a  erase, and some 
called it an amusement. Philatelists were called fiends. 
T h ey might be fiends in a  sense that when the)' saw a
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good thing they tried all they could to get it. Philately 
had been called a  science, and very recently a  writer in 
The Spectator even ventured to remark that the whole 
business o f the designing of postage stamps was not with* 
out interest as a  bypath tn the study o f national character. 
He could not go  so far as that. National character had 
its effect on the designing o f  stamps, but in the last few 
years, he was sorry to say, the design o f stamps had not 
very materially improved. (H ear, hear.) When they 
looked back and saw the early stamps o f  England they 
realized this. T h ey found that the engraving o f the red 
penny and the blue twopenny was as advanced in style as 
it could possibly be. There were others that came very 
near that mark. In some of the early colonial stamps the 
workmanship was everything that could be desired. 
N early all nations since those early days seemed to have 
fallen off in the design of their stamps. Some o f the 
recent productions seemed to be the crudest stamps that 
could be designed or thought of. H e thought they must 
make one great exception, the United States o f America, 
whose stamps had been carefully designed and most care* 
fully carried out. The stamps made for some of the 
South American republics by the various companies as a 
speculative business were often o f very beautiful design.

Members o f  that Society could not call themselves 
experts, but there were among them many enthusiasts who 
thought a  great deal o f stamps and had made a  study o f 
them for years past. T hey were therefore capable o f 
judging, as amateurs, what stamps should be, and he 
thought H is Excellency would agree with him that some 
o f  the exhibits there were o f  first*class importance. T he 
collection made by Mr. Ferguson of British Guiana 
stamps, which had won the first prize, was certainly 
deserving o f the greatest attention o f all. T h e two next 
exhibits were so close that the Judges could not separate 
them, and the Brothers Abraham were placed equal. 
Tbeir exhibits were also worth a  very careful examination. 
In Class I, Section a, for stamps o f other countries, the 
first prize went to the Hon. k .  D uff for a  practically 
complete collection o f  St. Vincent, and the second went to 
Mr. VV. A. Abraham for a fine collection o f  Transvaal, 
with a special recommendation of his collections o f St. 
Lucia and Tobago. In Class I, Section 3, twenty-five 
rarities, there were some very fine stamps. The decision 
o f the Judges was very difficult, but they finally decided 
to give it to Mr. E. A. V. Abraham, who was to be con
gratulated on having those fine specimens, but not on the 
method in which they were exhibited ; they did not 
require any setting. Next, and very close, came the Hon. 
R . Duff. In C la s s II , for general exhibits, the collection o f  
Mr. E . A. V . Abraham was far and away above every one 
else exhibiting. It was a magnificent collection, and 
certainly the finest made in this colony and exhibited here. 
Mr. Abraham had put it in books designed b y himself. 
Class III  was for schoolboys, and the prize was a  stamp 
album. T he prize was awarded to Master Michael 
M cTurk, who had a very excellent collection for a  boy, 
and it was carefully put up. Some o f  his British Guiana 
stamps were valuable, and he would be able to look upon 
them in years to come as increasing in value year by year.

They nad the medals there, and he would ask H is 
Excellency to distribute them. H e wished to thank H is 
Excellency very much for the honour he had done the 
Society in coming there that day. (H ear, hear.) The 
Society had started a  journal o f  its own, and endeavoured 
to obtain from various members articles o f  interest to 
philatelists. The first number received a  great deal o f 
praise from societies all over the world. Credit was due 
to Mr. Ferguson for the able manner he had prepared this, 
and he could not help saying that the ** go ”  and the spirit 
shown by their worthy Honorary Secretary had kept the 
members o f  the Society together. T h ey would be ex
tremely sorry should anything occur to prevent him con
tinuing the good work he had undertaken, for he was an 
enthusiastic collector, and they congratulated him publicly 
on having won the first prize. (Applause.)

H is Excellency the oovem or said he thought be was 
right in saying that the very fine Exhibition o f  postage 
stamps they bad in that room was the first of its  kind held 
in this country. H e was aware that another Exhibition 
had been held, but not o f  the same value and importance. 
This Exhibition o f stamps had been brought about, as they 
had heard, b y  members o f  the local Philatelic Society, and 
it did them very great credit. H e thought also he could 
echo what Mr. H owell Jone: had said with regard to 
M r. Ferguson. It did him credit in having brought 
together in so small a  community such a  valuable collec
tion.

Philately had advanced in recent years with great strides, 
and its importance was recently recognized b y  the King 
himself, for the principal Philatelic Society o f l.ondon was

now permitted to call itself the R oyal Philatelic Society. 
He hardly thought Philately had yet advanced to be a 
science, but it was getting on that way owing to the 
intricacies collectors had involved themselves in. In the 
old days a  person looked upon a  postage stamp as a label 
bearing a  certain value which he had to purchase and fix 
upon a  letter or other postal matter in order to obtain 
transmission through the post. Nowadays a  philatelist at 
any rate did not regard a  postage stamp as a  postage stamp 
until he had thoroughly diagnosed it, examined the water
mark, colour, perforation, and looked at it through a mag
nifying glass for errors and misprints. Philately had great 
intricacies, and they had greatly increased as collectors 
had turned their attention to collateral branches. T hey 
had an idea their collection would not be complete unless 
they collected such stamps as railway letter labels, em» 
bossed stamps, and some even went so far as to obtain 
medicine stamps, so that a  great deal o f time and energy 
were required now in order to become a  true collector. 
He thought he had better not detain them, because there 
was a  good deal to be seen in the Exhibition.

Conversazione
In the evening a concert and conversazione also 

took place in the Town Hall from 8.30 p.nu, at 
which the attendance was even larger than in the 
afternoon.

The programme consisted of the following 
items:—
Violin Solo— B o l e r o ..................................... Mrs. Hodge.
Coon S o n g ........................................................Mr. S . Lewis.
Song— “  Idle W ords" . . . .  Miss Powell.
Discourse— "  On the Science o f P hilately"

M r. E. A . V . Abraham.
Piano S o lo ........................................................Miss Green.
S o n g ................................................................. Mr. D . Lewis.

Special thanks must be tendered to the ladies 
and gentlemen who so greatly added to the en
joyment of the conversazione.

Mrs. Hodge, one of our most talented violinists, 
gave an exellent rendering of her selection.

Coon songs are always popular, and Mr. Lewis 
had already established his reputation in singing 
these songs, which he maintained on this occasion. 
Miss Powell sang very sweetly in her soft and 
sympathetic voice. Judging from the reception 
given to all the performers, the concert was highly 
appreciated by those present. We must not omit 
to mention Miss Green, a young pianist of 
promise, who played her solo in a very pleasing 
manner.

E X H IB IT S
C la s s  I
D IV IS IO N  I. B R IT IS H  G U IA N A  
A . D. F e r g u s o n , 1st Medal

A  very fine moderately specialized collection, the largest 
collection of one country shown In the Exhibition, contain
ing many gems in excellent condition, amongst which may 
be noted

1850.— 8 c., circular, on original letter sheet.
<833.-1 c ., black on magenta, a  superb strip o f four in 

perfect condition with wide margins, on original letter 
sheet; 4 c., black on blue, well preserved.

1853 issue was well represented, including t c., 
vermilion, beautiful strip o f four from margin o f sheet, 
and block o f eight, both these being on original letter 
sheet; 4 c., blue, several shades on originals.

i860 issue.— A  very strong lot o f  all perforations io many 
shades, used and unused, including pairs and strips o f 
several values, the numeroos pages o f this issue 
making an excellent show.

<863.— A  nice lot o f shades, used and unused, with the 15 
perfs.

1876.— C r. C  C  complete in singles, used and unused, with 
blocks of four unused, including that o f the 96 c . in 
mint condition.

1878.— Provisional and Officials. A  very good show, used 
and unused, with numerous strips and blocks, including 
the <876 <3 c. and 34 c. Officials surcharged with large 
“  a ”  in blocks o f four, and the 8 c .,  rose, o f <876 with 
one horizontal and one vertical bar without “  Official." 
A ll the issues from that o f 1876 to  the latest issue of



f

G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

February, 1907, were shown used and  ̂ unused, in 
singles and blocks of four o f all values with numerous 
varieties and shades, and included three specimens of 
the iS8a x c. without “ Specim en” ; 1888-9 green ; 
1899 2 c. on 15 c., inverted surcharge; blocks of 82, 
$3, and $4. with large “  4,” etc.

Officials.— A fine lot, including some unused.
A special feature in the exhibit being the blocks in mint 

condition showing the control numbers.
W. A. A brah am  (tied), 2nd Medal
t Another very fine exhibit, making the competition in this 
section very keen. Amongst the stamps shown were 1852 
z c., black on magenta, two specimens, one being slightly 
imperfect, as was the 4 c., black on blue.

1856.— 4 c., black on magenta.
1853.— Single specimens of all the Gibbons varieties.
i860 issue.— A  very fine lot, the strongest section in the 

whole exhibit, including several shades, some values 
being shown in mint condition.

1863 Issue has a number of shades of the 24 c., green, 
used and unused.

1878.— Provisionals complete, used and several unused. 
A  block of 2 c. on 24 c. of 1876 Official with large 
“  2 ” ’, also a strip o f four 2 c. on 12 c. o f 1876 Official, 
three o f the stampshaving the large *' 2 ” ; a pair of the 
2 c. on 24c. o f 1863 Official ; and largeblocksof the 1 c. 
and 2 c. on 96 c., and a c. on 12c. and on 24 c., 1876 
Officials, were also shown.

1882.— Baldwin’s issue includes complete sheets of v«orious 
settings of the 1 c. and part sheets of 2 c ., also two of 
the t c. without “ Specimen.”

All other issues were shown almost complete in singles 
unused, the last issues in btocks of four.
E. A. V. A braham  (tied), 2nd Medal

An excellent specialized collection. Among the chief 
features may be mentioned :—

1852.-4 c., black on blue, on original envelope, in perfect 
condition.

*853.— Complete, showing severat shades.
i860.— Practically complete, very strong in shades, in

cluding 1 c., brown, 1 c., rose, i c., brown-red, and 
4 c., blue, perf. 15.

1863-— Well represented in shades.
1876.— Complete in singles used and unused, and in 

mocks of tour unused, including the 96 c.
1878.— Provisional Officials complete, including block of 

four of 1 c. on 48 c., 1863, on original envelope; 8 c ., 
rose, o f 1876, surcharged with one horizontal and one 
vertical bar without “  Official,** used.

1882.— Baldwin's Issue. A  strong lot o f  the various 
settings, also the no “ Specimen *Yvariety.

From 1882 up to the Issue on chalk paper the collection 
was very complete in singles and blocks, used and unused, 
including singles 1888-981, green; 84, large and small type; 
1 c. on 8t, double surcharge; 1899 Jubilee issue 2 c. on 
15c. inverted, 5 c., brown on green, right tablet light brown, 
left tablet dark brown. Officials nearly complete, with a  
pair o f 1876; 2 c ., orange, used.

In awarding a  tie the Judges considered it would be 
unfair to leave out one or the other o f these two latter 
exhibits, both being o f equal merit, so an extra medal was 
awarded.

Other exhibits entered in this section w ere:—
D r. E . D . R ow land

An interesting lot in fine condition, notably the 1852 1 c.. 
black on magenta, and 4 c., black on blue, also the several 
varieties o f the 1860 and 1863 issues. The modem issues 
were in many cases in large blocks.
J. Ma tth ew s, li.

The few specimens in this exhibit were in excellent con
dition.

D IV IS IO N  II . O T H E R  C O U N T R IE S  
St . V in cent  (Hon. Robert Duff). 1st Medal

This collection is an exceptionally fine one, being practi
cally complete, and the owner is to be congratulated on 
the possession of such a superior lot o f  stamps{ all in 
superb condition, which has secured the first prize in spite 
of the competition o f this section. Amongst the rarities 
may be mentioned the follow ing: 1866 is ., slate, comp, 
pen.j 1867 4d., yellow ; 1875 is., claret, unused; 1877 is ., 
vermilion, unused; x88o is ., vermilion, unused, 5s., used. 
The provisionals are very fine, showing ^d. on 6d. right and 
left halves, unused ; id . on balf o f 6d.. right and left halves, 
used and unused; id  on 6d., yellow-green, used and 
unused; 4d. on is ., used; 1886-0 6d., lavender, used; 
5s. on white and toned paper. Another feature in this 
exhibit was the excellent arrangement and mounting, which 
added considerably to the attractiveness o f the exhibit.

s  1
T r a n s v a a l  (W . A. Abraham). 2nd Medal 
An interesting lot, the chief features b e in g : 1869 **•» 
deep green, imperf.; 18706d., dull ultramarine, fine roulette
1 s i to 16; 1877 3d., deep lilac, imperf. (black surcharge); 
October, 1877, id ., red on orange, wide roulette 6 i ; 1878 
complete unused. A  nice lot of the surcharges and errors. 
A ll the recent issues being shown complete used and in 
blocks of four in mint condition.
St . L ucia (W . A. Abraham). H ighly Commended 

An exhibit that deserved attention. It included several 
special things, and was fairly complete. The 1860 and 
1863 issues complete; 1882-4 included is ., orange, used. 
The fiscal postals were well represented, and included the 
id ., black, and id ., rose, surcharged “ Revenue,”  used 
postally.
T obago (W . A. Abraham). H ighly Commended 

A pretty lot, practically complete, including unsevered 
pair of the id. surcharged in pen and ink on half o f 6d., 
orange, on original piece; Cr. C A  6d., stone; and a  fine 
lot of provisionals with an unsevered pair of the £d. on 
6d.t orange, showing both types.
Ma u ritiu s  (T . A. Pope)

A valuable and very commendable exhibit, but suffered 
by the strong competition. T he gems being Post Paids, 
id ., brown, a n d ad . (renoe), blue, first impression, id., 
vermilion, later impression, all in fine condition. From 
1860 the collection was almost complete, the specimens 
being in fine condition.
Pa p a l  S t a t e s  (Rev. Canon Josa)

An interesting lot of these stamps, but without varieties. 
St . V incent (W . A. Abraham)

Another fine lot of this country, with many good things. 
To be noted are the following: 1871 6d., blue-green, un
used; 1874 is., comp. p erf.; 1872 6d., blue-green, unused ; 
Ad. on h alf of 6d., yellow-green, right and left unsevered 
halves being shown used and unused ; id . on 6d., yellow- 
green, unused ; 2*d. on 4d., lake-brown ; also mint blocks 
and some sheets of recent issues.
D ominica (W. A. Abraham)

A representative collection, containing the 1882 Ad. in 
black on half id ., used and unused; 1883 Jd. on id ., right 
and left halves, used and unused. Postal Fiscals, is ., lilac- 
rose, used. All recent issues were exhibited in blocks of 
four in mint state.
C a sh m er e  (Robert Mills)

This lot included a  few scarce varieties, the stamps 
shown being in condition.
F rench  C olonies (D r. E . D . Rowland)

Used specimens o f modern stamps only.

H a w a iia n  Isla n d s  (J. I. Whitehead)
Though wanting in the first issues, this collection made 

a  pretty show. Among the special things may be men
tioned the following :  ̂ 1653 5 c ., blue, thin white paper; 
1862 i c . ,  rose-red, horizontally laid paper; 1683-$ 25 c., 
50 c., an d $ i, unused; Provl. Govt. 12 c., red-lilac, in black, 
unused.
O rang e  R iver  C olony (W . A . Abraham)

T he early issues were welt represented, and there was a 
fair show o f the provisional surcharges V .R .I . ’s were 
shown complete used, and in blocks o f four unused, as 
were the King's H ead s 
J a m a ic a  (W . A . Abraham)

O nly used specimens were shown, also Postal F iscals 
This exhibit was hardly up to  the standard o f  the other 
exhibits b y  this gentleman.

T he other exhibits in this section were Barbados, 
Trinidad, and Prince Edward Island (W . M atthews, Li.). 
Persia (Canon Josa). Swazieland, Falkland Islands, 
N icer Coast, St. Christopher (W . A. Abraham) ; these 
included blocks of four of all recent issues in mint state.

S E C T IO N  III. 25 R A R E  A N D  S P E C IA L  S T A M P S  
E. A. V. A brah am . Medal.

This exhibit included the following: Barbados Jd. on 
half of 5s.; Bergedorf i j  sch., used; British Levant 40 
paras, purple on blue, double surcharge; Denmark 1864 
16 sk., im perf.; Great Britain io d ., O .W . Official (Queen's 
Head); Heligoland 1867 $ sch., used ; Danish West Indies 
1902 a c ., error of colour; Spain 18651a cu., inverted frame; 
South Australia 1874 is.,brown, comp, perf., “ O. S .” double, 
one inverted; Switzerland— Zurich 4 rappen; Tuscany
2 soldi; Argentine 1864 15 c., blue, wmk. A  R , im perf.; 
Nevis id ., perf. 11 J ; French Levant 1 piastre; Beyrouth 
on 1902 is  c. unused.
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H on. R o b e r t  D upp

. An excellent lot o f stamps, which claimed a  greater 
amount o f attention than an y other exhibit in this section.

This exhibit consisted entirely o f  W est Indian in fine 
condition, including Barbados £d. on 5s., three varieties of 
type. British Guiana 1853 brown-red; 1860 1 c., brown, 
perf. 12, thin paper; 186a 1 c., black on rose,Type I, used; 
x8$2 t c., black on magenta, pair on original; 1876 06 c., 
drab, unused; 4 c., blue, perf. 12 }; 1888-9 81, used and 
unused; Officials, 1&60 V III  c .,rose,also 2c. and 4c. of 1876, 
all unused; N evis 1867 ta., yellow-green, and variety on 
laid paper, 6d., green, Cr. C A . Tobago Cr. C C  6d., 
stone. Virgin Islands 1867 is ., rose-carmine on white, and 
toned paper, also with double-lined frame.

Hon. R ob e rt  D uff

Second exhibit contained the rare British Guiana Jubilee 
issue 2 c. on 15 c., double surcharge, on original envelope; 
2 c. on 10 c., and 2 c. on 15 c., inverted surcharge; with 
the exception o f two specimens of the 2 c. on 15 c. inverted, 
these were the only other specimens o f  these errors shown 
in the Exhibition.

Nevis 4d., dull rose, perf. 13 ; 6d., grey-lilac, perf. 13. 
St. Lucia 1882-4 :s., orange; 1883-6 is ., red-brown, Die I, 
unused. St. Christopher 1882-00 fid., olive-brown, used. 
Montserrat 4d., blue, Cr. C  A. N atal 1857 3d., rose.
R ev . C anon  J osa

This exhibit included : Transvaal 4 April, 1670, 6d., fine 
roulette 15} to 16; 1876 3d., lilac, fine roulette 15  ̂ to 16; 
1877 id ., red, imperf., wide space overprint.

Tobago, 5s., Cr. CC.
Mauritius Post Paids, id .,  red, ad., blue, intermediate 

impressions.
Newfoundland, 1857 issue, 4d., vermilion ; 6d., vermilion. 
New Brunswick, 1851, fid., yellow.
Nevis, id ., red; perf. u j .
Bangkok, Cr. C C , 2 0 , brown.
British North Borneo, 1886-7, $2.

H on . B. H ow ell J ones 
A  pretty lot in excellent condition.
Newfoundland, 1857, *d. and 6d.
Cape of Good Hope, is ., deep green; id ., brick-red; 

and td ., scarlet, woodblocks.
N atal, 1857, id ., buff.
New South Wales, Sydney Views, 1850, Plate II, td ., 

red; 1851, Plate l l l ,  ad., grey-blue, first retouch.
West Australia, 1854, 4d., slate-blue; and 1875, 6d., 

grey-black.

W h it e h e a d , J. T .
The following are the ch ief features:—
Tuscany, 60 crazte, used.
Great Britain, as., brown, used.
Cyprus, t88i, Cr. C C , 6 pias., olive-grey, unused.
British Guiana, 1852, 1 c .,  black on magenta, pair, and 

4 c., black and b lu e; 1853, 1 c., verm ilion; i860, 1 c., 
brown; 1862, t c ., black and rose; 1676, C r. C C ,  9 6 c., 
olive-bistre; 1888-9, $x, green.

Nevis, 1867, is .,  blue-green, on w hitepaper, unused; 
and 1883-go, C r. C C , 6d., green, unused.

St. Lucia, 1863, id ., lake, used; perf. ia|.
Virgin Islands, 4d. on is ., unused.
Also several high values o f  tbe U .S . Newspaper stamps, 

unused. »

C la s s  I I
G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T IO N S  
E. A. V. A b r a h a m , 1st Medal 

A  wonderful display, far ahead of any other exhibit in 
this section. This collection is mounted in thirty-five 
books, each group of countries forming one or more books. 
The stamps number over 26,000. Mr. Abraham claims 
that there will be no need to get additional books for the 
next thirty years. The stamps are arranged in such a 
manner that new shades may be placed in the collection 
without disturbing the order o f each issue.

The chief features of this collection are :—
Great Britain, a fine show, the plate-marked variety 

being strong and full.
Afghanistan shows a number o f original envelopes. 
Indian States are strong ; a unique envelope from Cabul 

with a  woodcut impression is shown ; also a fine specimen 
o f  the id ., blue. Ionian Islands, on original envelope.

T he Australian Colonies are very strong, including 
several varieties not catalogued and classified. There is a 
pair o f 1876 as. O .S., one of the pair bearing no im 
pression of the stamp, although superimposed O .S.

British Africa is a  good group, all the countries being 
well represented.

Spain has several good th ings; and Italy contains some 
bisected stamps o f Sardinia on original envelopes.

Turkey, a  remarkably well got together collection; 
several unchronicled specimens are shown.

United States, a  fine show of all issues, with numerous 
varieties of shades T b e Newspaper stamps o f 1879 are 
complete.

W est Indies Include many rarities. Deserving o f special 
mention in this group are Dominica, Jamaica, and Virgin 
Islands.

Cape of Good Hope is another strong collection through
out.

Orange R iver Colony is a  very interesting exhibit, con
taining many rare things.

Mr. Abraham’s general collection is without question the 
largest ever formed and exhibited in the colony, and dls- 
plays a wonderful power for collecting for which the owner 
deserves credit.

L. V. V augh an

This collection, mounted in Gibbons' "  Imperial Album," 
was without doubt the finest mounted general collection in 
tbe Exhibition, a  special feature being the perfect con
dition of the  ̂stamps, and Mr. Vaughan deserves great 
credit for having got together such a remarkably fine and 
valuable collection. It was unfortunate that the collection 
arrived after the judging had been finished, and thus failed 
to secure a medal, which it richly merited.

The most noticeable things in this collection were 
British Guiana, 1850, 12 c., blue (damaged); 1852, 1 c., 
magenta, and 4 c., deep blue, in fine s tate ; 1853, fine post
marked specimens; 1856, 4 c., m agenta; i860, 1 c ., rose, 
used and unused ; 1 c., brown-red ; and a variety of shades 
o f all perforations ; 1862, 1 c., rose, T ype 1 ; 1878-81, com
plete set of provisionals, used and unused, including the 
very rare 2 c. on 12 c. Official of 1876 with double sur
charges; also the 1 c. and 2 c. Baldwin issue, without 
"  Specimen." A ll other subsequent issues were shown very 
nearly complete, both used and unused.

The West Indian Islands are a  fairly strong lot, and in
clude many rare stamps. T h e most complete countries 
are British Somaliland, Seychelles, and Gambia.

T h e whole collection is quite up to date in all King’s 
Heads.

A . B. A nderson

A  collection mounted in Gibbons* "Im p eria l Album," 
Spanish countries being the best-represented group.

Other entries in this class were— James F . Green, G . A. 
H . Goring, and T . A. Pope.

C l a s s  I I I  ( J u n io r s )
General Collections in an y form of Album
M. McT urk

Prize, Postage Album
A  fair collection, containing a  few rare stamps, such as 

British Guiana i860 8 c. Official and 1876 1 c. Official, 
both unused; also a  good collection o f  Barbados. The 
mounting reflected credit, and was ahead of tbe other 
competitors.

T he other exhibitors in this section were M. H . Irving,
B . Irving, B. Sykes, and J . A . Sykes. The exhibit o f the 
last-named was specially mounted on sheets, United 
States being perhaps the best country shown. T h e ex
hibits in this section were disappointing.

C la s s  I V
O b jects  o f  in terest connected  w ith  P h ila te ly  
R o y a l  A g r icu ltu r a l  a n d  C om m ercial  S o c ie ty  

A  collection o f "S p e c im e n " stamps, wrappers, and 
envelopes o f the world.
T . A . Pope

A  set of Sedang stamps. A  photograph of the Mauritius 
Post Office td. stamp. The "D u v iv ie r '1 bought by W. H. 
Peckitt from Mme. Duvivier.
R* v. C anon J osa

A  photograph o f  the famous pair o f British Guiana cir
cular 2 c., rose, of 1851.

An Exhibit of Forged Stam ps
W . C . H. D a  S ilva.

A  dealer's exhibit, including a large variety of cheap 
stamps done specially with tbe object of encouraging 
beginners.

From the B ritish  Guiana Philatelic Journal.
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Forgeries and Reprints
H oto to  D e te c t  T h e m
By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE
BRITISH  C O L U M B IA  —continued
Is s u e  o f  1 8 6 7 -6 9 . 2 , 5 , 1 0 . 2 5 , 5 0  c „  01.

There are two different perforations, 14 and 
12A. It is said that the 
10 c. and 1 dollar, perf. 
14, were prepared, but 
never issued for use. A  
copy of the latter value, 
perf. 14, which I received 
from a friend living in the 
colony, passed into the 
possession of Mr. Phil- 
brick. My friend got it 

at the post office, so I suppose they must 
have been obtainable. I have never seen a 
copy of the 2 c. perf. 12J, but all the others 
exist with this perforation.

Genuine.—These stamps are of exactly the 
same type as the genuine Threepence described 
above. Probably from motives of economy, 
when the change of currency from £  s. d. to 
dollars and cents was effected, and new stamps 
were required, the die of the 3d. was utilised for 
the six new values, by merely surcharging with 
the said new values, and printing the stamps in 
different colours. It will be remembered, then, 
that all these new values, though in different 
colours, are from the die of the 3d., blue, and 
therefore need no description. The colours and 
surcharges are:— 2 c., brown and black; 5 c., 
red and black; to c., lake and blue; 23 c., 
yellow and violet; 50 c., violet and red; $1, 
green and green. The surcharge on the 2 c. is 
t w o  c e n t s , the rest have c e n t s ,  with a numeral 
and stop each side, as, for instance, 5 . c e n t s . 5.

First Forgery.— This is the first forgery of 
the 3d., but has the blot under the s of B r i t i s h , 
and the dot above the first limb of the u of 
c o i .u m b i a . I  have the F IV E  c e n t s  ( m V ), in 
orange and black; the T E N  c e n t s  (m V ), in ver
milion and dark blue; the t w e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s  
(mV), in sulphur-yellow and black ; and the o n e  
d o l l a r  ( m V ), in green and black.

Second Forgery.— Like the second forgery of 
the 3d. ; poorly lithographed; unperforated, or 
pin-perf. 13; no watermark. I have only the 
f i f t y  c e n t s  (m V ), in violet and vermilion.

Third Forgery.— The same as the third 
forgery of the 3d. I have only the 50. c e n t s  . so, 
in violet and carmine, and the I  D O LLA R  1 ,  in 
green and blue. In the 50 c. the word F'a l s c h  is 
printed at the top, in tiny block letters, the 
colour of the surcharge ; and in the $1, the word 
f a l s c h  ! with a note of exclamation, is printed 
at the top in capitals, the colour of the surcharge. 
These two therefore are evidently German pro
ductions, but I do not know where they were 
made.

Fourth Forgery.— Of this I have the to 
c e n t s  ( m V) in rose and black, and the 1 d o l l a r  
( m V) in dark yellow-green and violet. At a 
distance these forgeries look very well, and the 
10 c. is almost like a typograph. Lithographed, 
on somewhat surfaced, white wove paper, no 
watermark, perf. 14 (the 10 c.) and perf. 11 (the 
1 dollar). Many of the tests described for the 
other forgeries are covered by the postmarks in 
my copies, but the following will be found amply 
sufficient. The cross-bar of the A  of p o s t a g e  is 
an unconnected, circular dot, as is also the central 
tongue of the E  of that word, and the G has a 
thick, square lump for a tail. The instant and 
easiest test is the shape of the asterisks each side 
of the value, in the oval label. Each of them is 
a St. Andrew's cross, with dots between the arms 
(•*•). The top of the T  of t h r e e  is not joined 
to the stem ; and the cross-bar to the H of that 
word is an unconnected dot.

P O S T M A R K S

Genuine.— As before.
First Forgery.— 5, centre blank; 10, 54, 

centre blank.
Second Forgery.— 1, also an oblong, with 

rounded ends, also 10.
Third Forgery. —  Shapeless blotches, but 

generally uncancelled.
Fourth Forgery.— 54, with blank centre; 

also too.

B R IT IS H  E A S T  A F R IC A
I s s u e  o f  1 8 9 1 . 1 A n n a . S u r c h a r g e d  o n  4

A n n a s , b r o w n
This was done-at Mombasa, the surcharge 

being in manuscript, and initialled “ A. B.”
Mr. Wilson, of Birmingham, says that he 

has had several of these provisionals with 
authentic surcharge, the stamps, however, 
having been used fiscally, and the fiscal can
cellation cleaned off, and neatly obliterated 
by the proper postmark, “ Mombasa, 1891.”

I have not seen this fake myself, but thought 
I ought to mention it.

(To be continued.)

S T A N L E Y  G I B S O N S  
P R I C E S  C A T A L O G U E  O F  
T H E  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S  O F  T H E  W O R L V  

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies. 
Post-free, as. 9d.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Post-free, as. od.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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Detp Issues
By W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issu es have been taken over by M r. F ra n k  Phillips, 
391 S tr a n d , L o n d o n , W .C ., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
Information concerning issues o f  stam ps new or projected. News from  the colonies in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany th e  information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address. ___

Abyssinia.— If reports be true, it would seem 
that another section is needed in the Catalogue 
for “  Stamps surcharged for use in French Con- 
sular Offices abroad” (this description surely needs 
a little revision—stamps are not all surcharged), 
viz. for Abyssinia. According to the Supplement 
the 25 (c.), blue, “ Mouchon” type, of the Levant 
series, which is only issued in Turkish Offices bear
ing a surcharge “ 1 piastre 1” , is used without 
surcharge for French offices in Abyssinia. In ad
dition to this, the Journal des Philatllistes is now 
informed that the 50 c., “ Olivier Merson’* type, 
which for Turkish use is surcharged “ 2 piastres” , 
is likewise doing duty unsurcharged for Abyssinia. 
Our knowledge of Abyssinia’s postal system is 
delightfully vague, but we had not heard till now 
that foreign post offices prevailed in the region. 
We know of French missions there—indeed we 
remember having been told that the stamps over
printed in French currency were for their use—  
and we know our publishers look to Paris for their 
supply of Abyssinian stamps and provisionals, so 
why not French Post Offices?

French Levant Stamp. W ithout surcharge.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d,
50 (c.), brown and lavender . —  —

Guatemala. —  Le Collect ion neur de Timbres• 
Poste  (July) states that this republic is preparing 
a set of five stamps to commemorate the com
pletion of the Inter-Oceanic Railway of Guate
mala, and that these treasures may be expected 
towards the end of the year.

India.— We copy from the M.J. (June) the 
following paragraphs concerning Indian stamps 
overprinted for use in Native States:—

J h i n d .— Colonel Hancock draws our atten
tion to the fact that the 4 a. and 8 a., Queen’s 
Head, Official stamps exist with the word j h i n d  
measuring 10} mm., instead of 10 mm., as well 
as the & a. and 2 a., which we catalogue as Nos. 
5150 and 5166 (should be 515 )̂. According to 
Mr. Stewart-Wilson’s book, this variety only 
exists in the black overprint, the four values show
ing it should therefore come after No. 527. The 
same variety exists on the $ a., I a., 3 a., 4 a., 
8 a., and 1 rupee, of the ordinary series, and a 
similar variety with j h i n d  measuring 9 !  mm.

exists on the same seven ordinary and four Official 
stamps, and is equally worthy of notice.

Puttialla — We are shown some strips of the 
current 4 a. Official stamps, containing specimens 
with the word s e r v i c e  irregularly spaced ; in one 
of these, a stamp from the left-hand end of a 
row, there is a wide space between the first two 
letters ; in another, which is from the right-hand 
end of a row, the space is between the letters 
“ r "  and “  v.”  The word in each case measures 
nearly u£ mm., instead of the usual io£.

New South W ales.— The Australian Phila
telist (1.6.07) reports that the 9d. Common
wealth type exists with Crown A wmk. and per/. 
11. At present we have only seen it perf. 12$ or 
perf. 12$ x i i .

Commonwealth type a n d  wm k. Per/. 11.
Unus«d. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
gd.t brown and blue . . .  —  —

Nicaragua.— It will be a relief to writer and 
reader alike when “  Finis”  can be added to the 
chapters on provisionals of this very active 
republic. When not fighting, or dodging natural 
volcanic disturbances, stamp-issuing is a favourite 
pastime of the authorities. It has been our fate 
lately to examine a few more of the precious 
provisionals made by overprinting stamps of 
Type 36 with the word “  Vale,” and a new- value 
as Type 38, which still preserves a characteristic 
of the country in having the sign for “ cents” 
the wrong way up. The surcharge is to be found 
“ reading up” or “ reading down” on some 
values, and in the case of the 10 c. on 5 c., 
purple, the two varieties are present on the same 
sheet, since we have seen used copies se tenant.

The Supplement only lists the 10 c. with sur
charge “  reading up,” but we have now seen the 
50 c. on 6 c., slate, with surcharge in red 
similarly treated, as well as having surcharge 
“ reading down.” All the stamps examined 
.were in blocks of twenty-five with surcharge 
reading same way, so we cannot say if the two 
varieties exist on the same sheet in this case. 
In the same parcel were stamps as described, 
additionally overprinted c a b o  (Type Z8), in
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black, thus necessitating still more additions to 
the list. There probably has been more than 
one setting of these provisionals, for on the io c. 
just received the variety with “ <£” the right way 
up has been corrected, and the positions of the 
narrow tall “ 0” in figures of value are not 
constant. Dealing with the surcharge “  reading 
down ”—on the 20 c., the tall u 0 ” is to be found 
on Nos. 5, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25 in a setting 
of twenty-five, that on No. 20 being of a 
slightly different and thicker type. On the 10 c. 
it is to be found on Nos. 2, 4, 7, 10, 19, 24, and 
25, of which the thicker type is No. 4. The 
50 c. is almost identical with the 10 c., 
No. 4 being replaced by No. 18, whilst the 
thicker type is No. 24. Of course with sur
charge “  reading up’* the numbers are different, 
No. 1 becoming 25, No. 2, 24, and so on.

It is to be hoped that the new supply of 
stamps printed by VVaterlow and Sons, and of 
which the 4 c., 10 c., 15 c., 20 c., and 50 c. 
have appeared, will obviate the necessity for 
further overprinting. It is charitable to suppose, 
now that these values are the first to appear, that 
there was a scarcity of stamps of the same values 
of the American printing.

the postmaster promises “ that the balance will 
be forwarded you later, the full quantity not 
being available at present,*’ perhaps it would be 
as well if collectors who take this country availed 
themselves of the present opportunity.

Sta>nfis 0/ B ritish N ew  Guinea overprinted “  Papua."
Unused. Used, 

f .  d. s. d .
Jd., black ancl yellow-green . 0 1 —
id . „ lake . . 0 a —
ad. „ violet . ♦ 0 3 —

aid. „ ultramarine . 0 4 —
4<1* «, sepia . . 0 6 —
6d. ,, myrtle-green . 0 8 —
IS. „ o ran ge. — —
as. 6d. ,, brown (1905) • — —

Queensland.— We show side by side illus
trations of Type 21 of the Catalogue and the 
redrawn 2d. lately issued. The note in the. 
Supplement gives a very good description of 
the differences, viz.—

The head has been redrawn, the top o f the crown being 
made higher, so that it touches the frame, as do also the 
back of the chignon and the point o f the bust. T he figures 
in the comers appear to have been redrawn also.

Type 36. Surcharged in red. Beading up. Two 
types 0/ “  o ." (<r) thick, (b) narrtnv.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

to c. on 6 c., slate (*) (R) {becomes 303*1) . a 6 —
50 c. on 6 c. ,, (£J(R )( » 303^) . 5 0  —

A s last overprinted. C ABO , T ype Z 8, in  black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
50 c. on 6 c., slate (a) (R ) (becomes 4QSc) . 4 0  —
50 c. on 6 c. ,, (£ )(R )( ,, 495<f) . 6 0  —

Papua.—Our publishers have received a supply 
of the British New Guinea stamps overprinted 
** Papua,” mentioned in our issue of n  May last, 
ancl it comprises all the values from id. to 2s. 6d. 
We give an illustration of the overprint, but 
beyond this there is nothing of interest to record.

Ewen's Weekly (13.7.07) is in doubt whether 
it may get a further supply or not, and if so it 
may be different from the first consignment. We 
quote as follows :—

There is however one important point we may mention, 
and that ts that no more British New Guinea stamps are 
likely to be printed in England. Under the laws o f the 
Commonwealth, all stamp printing is to be done in Aus
tralia (as witness the case of Tasmania, which now sends 
to Melbourne instead of London). Therefore when the 
existing supply is all surcharged, either stamps of a  new 
design must be prepared, or i f  the old plates are used the 
printing will be done at Melbourne or Sydney, causing a 
variation in paper, perforation, etc. T he question is, has 
all the existing supply o( stamps been surcharged? The 
first supply sent to Papua seems to be exhausted, but did 
h comprise all the stamps sent from Papua to be over
printed?

Our publishers did not receive the complete 
quantity ordered of the 4d. value, and though

Accordingto Messrs. Bright and Son, the remain
ing combination of varieties of that much- 
catalogued stamp, the id. of 1899 (which, by the 
way, should be described as Type 21 and not 
Type 20), has been found by them. The Cata
logue lists varieties (a) to (e) ; this, which will be 
(/), has zigzag roulettes plain at left, zigzag rou
lette in black at right and bottom, and is per/, 13 
at top.

Type ax. ( f )  Com pound0 / (a), (b), and perf. 13.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id., vermilion . . » . —  —

Reunion.— We illustrate the extremely ugly 
and poorly manufactured stamps that have re
cently been issued for this colony. The 1 c. to 
10 c. show a map of the island, 20 c. to 75 c. a 
view of St. Denis and Arms of the colony, and 
the franc values a view of a ship with moun
tains in the distance. We also give a revised list, 
in which the first colour is that of the picture in 
each case.
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P icto ria l. Per/. 14X13A.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 c., carmine and lilac . —  —
2 c., ultramarine and brown . —  —
4 c., red and grey-brown . —  —
5 c. ,, ureen . . .  —  —

to c., preen and carmine . —  —
20 C., blue-green and olive . —  —
85 c., purple-brown and blue . —  —
30 c., green and brown . . —  —
35 C., blue and black-brown —  —
45 c  , carmine and violet . —  —
50 c., ultramarine and red-brown —  —
75 c., carmine and brick-red . —  —

1 fr., deep blue and black-brown —  —
2 fr., green and brick-red . . —  —
5 fr., purple-brown and carmine —  —

Postage D ue Stam ps. Per/. 13J x  14.
5 cM carmine on yell<nv . —  —

10 c  , blue on blue . . —  —
15 c., black on grey  . . .  —  —
ao c ., carmine on toned . . —  —
30 c., green on greenish . . —  —
50 c., red on yeliotv-green . . —  —
60 c., carmine on blue . —  —

s fr., violet on toned  . . .  —  —

Roumania.— We give illustrations of the rub
bish issued to commemorate the Exhibition at 
Bucharest and which are fully listed in the Sup
plement.

Three of the stamps, viz. the 15, 30 and 50 
bani, are of unusual execution, the frames l>eing 
made from a plate in the usual way, but the 
centres being printed from “ half-tone'* blocks, 
having a screen of about 133 lines to the square 
inch. It is a cheap and nasty way of producing 
stamps, but it well accords with the rubbishy 
nature of the issue. Not only is the soul of the 
cataloguer vexed, but his pocket suffers, inasmuch 
as illustrations of these eccentricities cost double 
as much as those of stamps produced by ordinary 
methods.

In addition to the ordinary stamps, the whole 
set exists overprinted “ S E .’* in black. There 
are two sizes of the letters, and the spacing and 

osition vary according to the shape of the labels, 
n some cases the letters may be easily over

looked, and in any case philatelists can safely 
ignore the entire issue. Presumably “ S.E.” is 
some official overprint— ‘ * Servicia Expositia” (?)— 
(this is the best we can do impromptu for Rou
manian), or some such excuse to filch a few more 
lei from the unwary.

Spain.—According to Le Collectionneur de 
TimhreS'Poste (7 07), the cost of a letter for inland 
delivery is 15 c., and in addition to this a fee of 
5 c. is exacted from the recipient by the postman. 
It is announced that the Spanish Government 
intend to reduce the rate of postage to 10 c. and 
to abolish the delivery fee.

Spanish Guinea.— Readers of the M.J, will 
perhaps remember a reference by Major Evans in 
October last to some stamps of Elobey overprinted 
ostensibly for use in Spanish Guinea, and the 
suggestion that the overprint might be an un-
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dated postmark. We give an illustration of the 
overprint and of the type of Elobey stamps 
(which are dated 1905) thus disfigured. We have 
seen the 5 c. and 10 c., and are told that the 
15 c. to 5 p. of the same issue exist in similar 
state. We still can throw no light upon the 
origin or meaning of the issue, for the editorial 
atlas and gazetteer gives no place as Assoblo, nor 
can an eminent philologist whom we have consulted 
assign any meaning to such a word in the Spanish 
language. As a general rule Spanish words of 
this form have but one “  s. ” If this is a genuine 
provisional the long-suffering collector is to be 
pitied, for the stamps issued by the Spanish au
thorities for these insignificant colonies are out of 
all proportion to their importance. Perhaps it is 
because the whole of the Spanish Colonies bring 
in but a paltry revenue of 140,000 pesetas, leaving 
the mother country over 2,000,000 pesetas to 
provide for the cost of administration, that it is 
sought to make philatelists pay more in future and 
so help matters along. It says something for 
moderation, however, that up to the present there 
has been no issue for the Canary Islands (absit 
omen). These are by far the most important of the 
present Spanish possessions, and have a popula
tion in themselves more than the rest put together. 
The matter of a design should present no diffi
culty, in fact, it is obvious, and Guatemala would 
have to look to its plumage. At present, and we 
trust permanently, these islands are treated politi
cally as a part of the mainland. Until the dis
covery of America, Ferro, one of the group, was 
the most westerly land known, and the “ meri
dian Ferro” was long accepted as the initial 
meridian and the dividing line between the 
Eastern and Western Hemispheres.

Stam ps 0 / Elobey, 1905 issue, overprinted.

5 c., myrtle-green

Unused. 
s. d .

Used.
d.

10 c., blue-green . . . . — —
15 c., mauve . . . — —
25 c., rose-lake . .  — —
50 c., dull orange . . . . — —
75 c., deep blue . . . — —

1 p., chocolate . .  . . — —
a p., septa . . . . — —
3 p., orange-red . . . . — —
4 p., purple-biown — —
5 p., slate-green . . — —

Tasmania.— Erven's Weekly (13.7.07) reports 
the “ is., rose, wmk. V and Crown, perf. n .” 
We presume this is meant for the rose and green. 
We await confirmation before formally adding it 
to the lists.

Trinidad.— There are some values to add to 
the list of Postage Due stamps of this colony, on 
paper with multiple wmk., viz. 4d., 5d., 8d., and 
is. This only leaves the id. to appear, and the 
list now stands as follows:—

Postage D ue Stamp. M ultiple wmk.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id . , ‘ blue-black* . . . .  —  —
2d.  . „  . . . .  —  —
3d. „ . . . .  — —
4d. -  -
5d. m  „  . . . . —  —
3d.  „  . . . .  —  —
is.  „  . . .  . . . .  —  —

Tunis.— We give an illustration of the design 
of the Parcel Post labels, chronicled some time 
back, and listed in the Supplement, and below 
give an amended description of the colours. The 
30 c. listed in the Supplement should be deleted. 
We are told it does not exist.

P erf. 13} x  14. Unused. Used.
s. d . s. d.

Centre in f i r s t  colour»
5 c., brown-pink and green . . —  —

i o c . ,  dull pink and vermilion . . —  —
so c., vennilion and deep brown . . —  —
75 c ., brown and deep blue .  . —  —
40 c., rose and grey . . . . —  —
50 c., lilac and purple-brown . . —  —
75 c., blue and brown . . —  —

1 fr., rose-red and lake-brown . . —  —
3 fr., pale blue and carmine . . —  —
5 fr.,|l>rown.pink and purple .  .  —  —

N.B.—7he prices quoted above are thoee a t which the etampe may be had from  
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, W.C.
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P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t i e s
J u n io r  P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty
B r ig h to n  B r a n c h

P r t t i d e n t : f .  J .  H alu ille .
H on. S e c -  a n d  T r e a t .:  J .  C o m o r -S p o k o t ,  22  D en m a rk T e rra ce ,  

B r ig h to n .

T h e  members of the Brighton branch o f the 
Junior Philatelic Society were on Saturday,
13 July, 1907, the guests of Mr. Herbert Clark, 
at Malta House, Angmering. Unfortunately, 
owing to previous engagements and the holiday j 
season, several of the members were unable to 
respond to the invitation ; but those who were 
able to were favoured with delightful weather 
and an enjoyable and instructive afternoon. 
Amongst those present were Mr. Fred. J. Melville 
(the President of the J.P.S., London, and of all 
its branches), Mr. J. Corner-Spokes (Local Secre
tary), Mr. and Mrs. J. Markwick, Miss Dunkley, 
Miss Davenport, Miss Cooke, and Mr. Clark, 
sen.

Malta House has a fine, old-fashioned garden,

in addition to which there are extensive vineries, 
and the visitors were conducted over these by 
Mr. Clark, sen., the magnificent show of grapes 
being much admired. After a game of croquet 
and tea on the lawn, Mr. Herbert Clark invited 
the visitors into his library, which is indeed a 
paradise to the philatelist, his fine collections of 
both stamps and literature proving an interesting 
exhibition, and Mr. Clark showing his ever- 
readiness to give his helpful opinions and advice 
to the young philatelist.

Telegrams were sent to the parent Society and 
to the Manchester branch. A cordial vote of 
thanks was accorded to Mr. Clark in a neat 
little speech by Mr. Fred. J. Melville, and this 

| was seconded by Mr. Markwick. Mr. Clark, in 
I responding, said he hoped on some future occa- 
| sion to again invite the Society, and this we 

know will meet with a hearty response from the 
I members.

E d i t o r i a l  D o t e s
Editorial Communications.—All com m unications 

intended for the Editor should b e  addressed to 
Edward J .  Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, 
T unbrid ge W ells.

Correspondence.—T h e  Editor regrets that he has 
no tim e for direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply  will b e  dealt with under th e head 
o f “ Answers to  Correspondents.”

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions m ust be sen t to  
the publishers as set out on th e front p ag e  o f 
cover, or to  booksellers o r railway bookstalls, bu t 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—O ur publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
th e num bers o f V ol. IV  o f Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is . 6d ., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—V ol. I .  Jan u ary  to  Ju n e , 1905, 
including th e rare early  num bers. 400 pages. 
10s. 9d., post-free. V o l. I I .  Ju ly  to  D ecem ber, 
1905. 444 pages, price 4s. 9d ., post-free. V ol. I I I ,  
Jan uary  to  Ju n e , 1906. 420 pages, price 4s. gd.,
post-free.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  l i l e e k l y
Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
A  pop u lar W eekly S ta m p  Jo u r n a l  fo r  th e  

general c o lle cto r, an d  m ore e sp ecia lly  fo r  
b eg in n ers  and y<Asng c o lle c to rs .

W E E K L Y  C O N T E N T S .
T h e  Countries o f th e W o rld .

B y  Ed. J .  Nankivell.
Portraits on Stam ps. B y  Boswell Jun ior.
New Issues. W ritten  up to  date and fully illus

trated.
M iscellaneous Item s o f  News and Facts.
G ossip o f th e H our. B y  Cornelius W rin k le.
P h ilatelic Societies* R eports.
T h e  Stam p M arket. B y  an O dd Lot. A  ch at 

on P rices.
Special Foreig n  and Colonial C orrespondence.
Answers to  Correspondents.
Philatelic D iary o f C om in g Events.

P R E P A ID  S U B S C R IP T IO N S  must com m ence 
w ith the cu rren t num ber, and can b e  for 3 , 6, or 
12 months a t th e follow ing rates, p o st-free :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S .A
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is . 8d. 40  c. fc* 2.00 m . 1.70
6 „ 3s- 3d- 80 c . fc. 4 .00 m . 3.25

„ 6s. 6d. $1 .60 fc . 8.00 m. 6.50

In  G reat Britain  it  will be cheaper fo r our 
readers to  o rd er G . S . W . from  their nearest 
N ew sagent o r  Stationer, o r  from  th e Railw ay 
Bookstall. T h is  will save postage, and the paper 
will b e  delivered flat, instead o f folded as it  would 
be if  posted.

Primed by W . B r b n d o n  &  S o n ,  Ltd., Plymouth, for tb e  P roprietors, S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , Ltd., 39s S tra n d , London, W.C.
27 July, 1907-
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G o $ $ ip  o f  t h e  H o u r
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
Banganapalli State Arrived

T
HE July number of the P h ila te lic  
J o u rn a l o f  In d ia  explains that 
Banganapalli State is situated in the 

Kurnool district in the Madras Presidency, 
that it has an area of 275 square miles, and 
a population of 32,279, according to the 

census of 1901. On referring to the official 
Gazetteer o f  In d ia , I find that the population 
in 1876 was 45,208.

However, Banganapalli has arrived phil- 
atelically— in the fiscal line. Its series of 
fiscals range from one anna to fifty rupees. 
If the postage stamps, which are certain to 
follow, are given an equally fine range of 
issues, Banganapalli will necessitate some 
economy in other directions.

Afghanistan Redivivus 
T h e  P J . I .  is informed that two new Kabul 
stamps have been issued by the present 
Amir of the value of one and two abasis. 
So we may presume that there is something 
in the reported reissue of stamps by Afghan
istan. Meanwhile, the select coterie of 
courageous souls who specialize in Afghans 
will note with pleasure that Sir D. P. Masson 
and Mr. B. Gordon Jones have commenced 
in the P h ila te lic  J o u rn a l o f In d ia  a series of 
Notes for the Philatelic Society of India’s 
proposed Handbook.

Postmaster-General Buxton as a Humorist 
T h e  Postmaster-General has been making 
a few humorous comments on recent events. 
On page 34 I told the story of the baby 
sent by post. The Postmaster-General now 
comments on the fact that people have 
taken to sending babies by post, and says : 
“ If it becomes a common thing it may be 
serious, for if things are not properly 
addressed and delivered; they go over to 
the Postmaster-General, and I protest 
against my room becoming a sort of found
ling hospital.”

Then he reminds us that the Postmaster-

General of Rhodesia says in his report that 
owing to lightning, veldt fires, raids by 
elephants, and the theft of wire by natives 
for the purposeof making bangles, telegraphic 
interruptions during the year were more 
frequent than for many years past.

The W ily Turk
T h e  wily Turk is working up our excitement 
over that seventeen millions of early issues 
that he very, very recently discovered in an 
old coal-cellar of his, and which had lain 
there, quite unbeknown to Mrs. Harris or 
anybody else, till now, when they will come 
in so handy for building a new railway. 
Innocent paragraphs are being sent the 
round of the Press evidently designed to 
tickle innocent stamp dealers into cabling 
inquiries. ’Twas only the other day I missed 
the Pangandarum from his accustomed post, 
and I made sure that he had motored off to 
Constantinople to look into that coal-cellar. 
However, I subsequently found he had only 
been to St. Petersburg after the Breitfuss 
Collection. But he had disappeared so mys
teriously, don’tcherknow.

Cornelius in Trouble Again 
I HEAR that poor old Cornelius is in trouble 
again ; in fact, he is to be hanged, drawn, 
and quartered, for his comments on the 
Royal’s Expert Fees. The execution is fixed 
for the 19th of September next, when he gets 
a day off. Cards to view the event may be 
had on application to “ our publishers.”

Royal Philatelic Society Elections 
A nother  couple of months and we shall be 
conning the programme for the next session 
of the Royal Philatelic Society. Meanwhile, 
I believe Mr. Tilleard, the Hon. Sec., is rather 
inclined to call a special early meeting in the 
recess to elect new members, should there be 
enough candidates to justify the innovation. 
One advantage of sending your name in now 
for early election will be the fact that it will
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enable you to attend the opening meeting, 
whereas if you wait till the session opens it 
must be the second or third meeting before 
you will be able to attend as a member. 
Besides, by the new articles of association, 
“ the current year’s subscriptions of members 
elected after the month of June in any year 
shall be held to include the entrance fee.”
Postal Union Stamps
T he British Guiana Philatelic Journal an
nounces that the Postmaster-General of 
British Guiana, with the consent of the 
Governor, has decided to hand over the 
accumulation of stamps from the Inter
national Bureau at Berne to be added to 
the collection of stamps started some years 
ago by the Post Office authorities and now 
housed in the Royal Agricultural Society’s 
Museum.

Let us pray that the good Fates may some 
day move our authorities at Somerset House 
to like action. In the days of a former Comp
troller of Stamps I had a peep into a drawer 
filled with stamps from Berne, and I sug
gested then that they should be added to the 
Tapling Museum Collection. But the 
Museum authorities think they have already 
got enough.

That being so, and the London Society 
having been elevated to the rank of a Royal 
Society, why should not those stamps be 
added to its official collection now in course 
of formation ? The presentation of the stamps 
would be a gracious official act. I suspect 
they are practically lumber at Somerset 
House.
That Standard Catalogue Again 
ONE of the most sensible replies to the 
ludicrous circular of the Johannesburg 
C. S. A. R. Society has emanated from the 
British Guiana Society. It has passed the 
following resolution by way of reply :—

W e can join in any attempt to complete a  catalogue of 
our part o f the world, hut it is impossible, and uuite outside 
our province, to put the prices on stamps. W e are, how* 
ever, quite in sympathy with your views as to the need o f a 
more adequate catalogue than those existing.

Ah ! So am I iti thorough sympathy with 
the desire for a more adequate catalogue.
I should like to know the market price of 
every stamp left unpriced ; but who is going 
to bell the cat ?
Labuans Overprinted “ Straits Settlements”
Messrs. W h it f ie l d  K ing  & Co. send 
me the following copy of a letter they have 
received from the Postmaster-General at 
Singapore:—

N o. 584. G e n e r a l  P o st  O f fic e , S ingapore,
• 90/une, 1907.

Ge n tl e m e n ,— W ith reference to the third paragraph o f 
your letter. No. 134,689, of the 24th ultimo, I have the 
honour to inform you that the number of Labuan stamps 
of each denomination which were overprinted “  Straus 
Settlements *' is as follow s:—

6.000 . . . .  x cent.
4.000 . . . .  2 cent.

10,000 . . . .  3 cent.

28,800 . . 8 cent.
41.700 . . 10 cent.
46,200 25 cent.
42,600 . . 50 cent.
45,800 . - $1
.8,400 18 cent.
28,200 . . . 16 cent.
25,700 . xa cent.

surcharged 
4 cents.

I have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) W . C . G tu.,

A g. Postmaster-General,
Straits Settlements.

Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.,
Ipswich, England.

Current English Stamps 
OUR current English stamps so far as the 
$d. and 3d. seem to be getting paler and 
paler. 1 have just had F 7 of the Ad., and it 
is of a decidedly paler shade than F 6. The 
1 d. keeps a very even shade.

Stamps of Afghanistan 
S ir D. P. Masson  and Mr. B. Gordon Jones 
have commenced in the Philatelic Journal of 
India for July a most interesting “ series of 
notes for the Philatelic Society of India’s pro
posed handbook” on the stamps of Afghan
istan. Such excellent notes can scarcely fail to 
awaken a strong interest in the quaint postal 
issues of this peculiarly specialist country.

And now we shall really have a great 
handbook of the stamps of Afghanistan.

The late Mr. Gilbert Harrison, who was our 
onegreat specialist in these stamps, left a mass 
of material which he had been accumulating 
for a handbook, and the Royal Society soon 
after his death announced that they were 
going to complete the work Mr. Harrison 
had begun and publish the handbook.

Presumably Sir D. P. Masson will have 
access to Mr. Harrison’s material, and his 
handbook will have the blessing of the Royal 
Society, for he is the acknowledged authority 
on Afghanistan.

“ The W iles of Philatelists”
AN Australian newspaper announces that 
“ the wilesof the philatelistsand the unscrupu
lous have compelled the Postmaster-General 
to pass new regulations indicting penalties 
varying from £  1 to £$o on persons interfering 
with postage stamps.”

These new regulations, which came into 
force on 29 June, prohibit “ the application of 
any substance to any postage stamp in any 
manner so as to facilitate the removal of any 
postmark which is or may be placed thereon 
in any post office.”

One would imagine from this Rip van Winkle 
regulation that it hashithertobeen permissible 
in Australia to clean and fraudulently re-use 
the postage stamps of the States of the Com
monwealth.

But “  the wiles of the philatelists ” is good 
as an unmistakable indication of the crass 
ignorance of the nincompoop who wrote the 

I newspaper paragraph.
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S t a m p  D e s i g n s :
T \ Comparison of Jlncient and IDodetm
By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

I
N looking through a collection, one cannot 
help being struck with the almost be
wildering diversity of size, shape, colour, 

and design that exists in the world’s postage 
stamps; and so far as the designs are con
cerned, it is interesting to compare those of 

Philately’s early days with the ones now in 
vogue.

“ Comparisons,” a sage once remarked, 
“ are odious,” and this would indeed seem 
to be the case when one endeavours to enu
merate the merits of old and modern stamps 
with a view to deciding whether time has 
had the effect of appreciably improving 
stamp designs in general.

Taking into consideration the universality 
of the postal system and its vastness as 
compared with sixty years ago, can we say 
that modern stamps collectively are an im
provement on the earlier issues ? The 
question is one that cannot be answered 
offhand, but by comparing some of the 
designs of bygone days with those to which 
we are now accustomed it may be possible 
to arrive at a more or less definite conclusion 
on this point.

It is of interest to note that, so long ago 
as 1863, a writer referred to this matter in 
the Stamp Collector's M a ga zin e , at a time 
when stamp collecting was in its infancy, in 
the following words:—

Perhaps the most tangible benefit likely to accrue from 
the present timbromanie is an improvement in the design 
of future stamps. M any countries have yet to issue this 
kind of currency; for the names o f Iceland, Gibraltar, 
Lagos, Bolivia, Tobago, St Kitts, and some other states 
and colonies, do not appear in our albums. Stamps are 
certainly susceptible of much improvement; and it is to 
be hoped that forthcoming varieties will be alike free from 
the repulsive appearance of the Victorians and the in*

distinctness of th eo ld  Natals. T h e points which should 
be !>orne in mind in the preparation of new designs may 
be stated as follows

>. Clearness and beauty of engraving.
a. Convenient shape and size.
3. Distinctness o f different values.

Of course an appropriate emblem for the centre o f the 
stamp is the first consideration. While a crest, like the 
Germanic eagles (Prussia, Austria, Lubeck, etc.), possesses 
one considerable advantage over the sovereign's portrait, 
viz. the nonnecessity of change, the greater elegance o f 
the latter may overbalance this. We object to the female

figures on the Swiss, Nevis, Cape, and Barbados stamps, 
as being uninteresting and meaningless; and think the

profile or coat-of-arms superior even to those designs 
which do convey a  meaning : as the rising sun of Monte
video, the swan from Western Australia, and theship  from 
British G uian a; though the remarkably apposite motto,

for a  colony, which surrounds the latter (“  W e cive, and 
ask in turn ) is some recommendation to it. A  clear, bold 
escutcheon, like those on the earlier Spanish, is certainly 
preferable to an indistinct jumble, which the old N ea
politans a r e ; or an encumbered one, which the first Nova

Scotian issue presents. W e likewise prefer a head which 
fills up most of the room, and is large enough to be easily 
seen, to a microscopic one.

The rectangular shape is vastly preferable to the tri
angular one, for though the Cape stamps are curious in an

album, they are awkward things to arrange on a  letter. 
Perhaps our own stamps may be taken as a  model for size. 
T hey are certainly better than such large ones as the six*
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penny and shilling New South W ales, o f which a  very few 
will cover a  letter; or the little Mecklenburgs, which are 
liable to be overlooked.

W e now come to the third and most practically im
portant consideration—‘ distinctness from the other values. 
Every instant o f lim e being of importance to the Post 
Office officials, it is necessary to lessen as much as possible 
the difficulty o f distinguishing the different labels. With 
this point in view, we presume, the stamps of most o f  the 
German States have been made to correspond in co lou r; 
so that the stamps o f Prussia, Lubeck, Oldenburg, 
Saxony, Hanover, Tburn and Taxis, and Austria, worth 
nearest an English penny, are now red ; those worth two* 
pence, blue; ami those worth threepence, brown or yellow. 
It is  in this point of view also that a  hold number, as a  
central point is u>eful; and it has been adopted by 
llrazi], Hamburg, etc. The variation o f size according,

which we see in the Bcrgedorf, Is a very ingenious idea. 
Embossed designs are, we think, objectionable, from their 
want of clearness. For a set o f six stamps, the following 
are a distinctive set of colours: black, red, li'u'e, gold, 
dark brown, and orange. Green and blue can scarcely be 
distinguished by candlelight.

With many of the views regarding the 
most suitable subjects for stamp designs, 
expressed in the above extract, modern 
collectors will be by no means in agreement, 
blit on other points the observations are as 
true to-day as when they were written forty- 
three years ago.

For instance, it is generally agreed that 
what we may now almost term a “  standard ” 
size, as in the issues of our own country, is 
best for stamps which are used in enormous 
quantities. T hey are certainly much more 
suitable than stamps of large size, like the 
Tasmanian pictorial issue, or such atrocities 
as are now in use in South Australia.

I P O S T A G E

Variations in size for different values, 
which are found in the Bergedorfs alluded

to above, has long been dropped as im
practicable and unnecessary.

It will be remembered that our own half
penny stamp was once half the size o f  the

penny one, and even now the current id . 
stamp of Victoria covers exactly half the 
area o f the id. value of the same set. It 
would, o f  course, be absurd to m ake each 
value just twice the size o f the one imme
diately preceding it, or we should be using 
posters instead o f stamps. But the slight 
variation in size, so ingeniously shown in the 
Bergedorfs, would have been useless had the 
values not been printed fairly clearly, for the 
grading was so slight that one would require 
a very nice judgm ent to distinguish any par
ticular stamp by its size alone.

T he advisability o f having certain colours 
for the corresponding values in general use 
in all countries, mentioned by our old-time 
friend, is so eminently sensible that it was 
long ago adopted by the Universal Postal 
Union for stamps used in international post
age. T here is no doubt that the adoption of 
green for halfpenny stamps, red for penny 
ones, and blue for those of the value o f two- 
pence-halfpentiy greatly simplifies the labours 
o f postal clerks all over the world.

Distinctness of colour is certainly advis
able to prevent confusion, especially in cases 
where the values are not expressed in a 
particularly bold manner. T h e id. and is. 
values o f the Nelson Centenary set for B ar
bados have caused endless trouble owing to 
their similarity in colour and design, and it 
will be remembered the last Queen’s Head 
id . stamp, in green, o f our own country was 
often confused with the is. value in the same 
colour, although the designs were distinctive 
enough.

Speaking from an idealistic point o f view, 
the primary and most necessary virtue in a 
postage stamp should be that o f utility ; and 
it therefore follows that in the ideal postage 
stamp the design should be simple, bold, 
and effective, and yet intricate enough to 
make it a matter o f difficulty for the forger 
to imitate it successfully. M any of the 
earlier stamps, especially those o f Great 
Britain and some of her colonies, may be 
said to fulfil all these requirements, and some 
may argue that very few modern stamps can 
in any way be said to be ideal, judged from 
the same points. However, there is one 
very important factor to be taker! into ac
count, and that is the method o f production.

The beauty o f  most of these early stamps



GIBBONS STAMP W EEK LY 69

is largely due to the fact that they are 
miniature steel engravings. T his process 
would be too slow and too costly for modern 
business needs in the stamp line, so typo
graphy, or surface printing, is the most 
general means employed in manufacturing 
the millions o f  stamps now required, and 
this method cannot compare with line en
graving in the matter o f  showing all the 
beauty o f  a design.

Therefore I think it is not unreasonable 
to assert that the majority o f modern stamps 
are ideal from a strictly utilitarian point of 
view when the process o f  manufacture is 
taken into account. T h ey  are produced at 
a minimum o f cost, in colours and designs 
that are a maximum of safeguard against 
forgery, and usually the designs are any
thing but inappropriate.

T he exigencies o f modern needs, as I said 
before, demand a cheap process o f  manu
facture, and typography has, by  experience, 
proved itself to be by far the best and most 
suitable method that can be employed to 
produce stam ps quickly, in large quantities, 
and always o f  the sam e standard o f  merit. 
It is quite possible that the old line-engraved 
stamps o f G reat Britain, which are usually 
acknowledged to be the ideals o f all that is 
best in postage-stamp designs, would look 
quite commonplace produced by modern 
methods. It is highly questionable if they 
would be anything like so suitable as the 
designs at present employed.

The fear o f forgery was the great bugbear 
that the stamp producers o f olden days had 
to contend with, and though steel engraving 
was an admirable safeguard, it is, neverthe
less, a fact that the apparently simple-look
ing modem stamps have never been forged 
to any extent with a view to defrauding the 
Inland Revenue and postal authorities.

N o one will dispute that, as regards beauty, 
many of the old stamps are far superior to 
their modern descendants, though these 
cases are the exceptions and not the general 
rule. For instance, there is a wide gulf 
between the first issue of New Zealand as 
compared with the designs now in use. Or, 
again, when we compare the classic beauty

of the early Queenslands with the designs 
now current the superiority of the former is 
only too apparent. But in this case it must 
be remembered that the early stamps were 
printed from steel-engraved plates by a firm

whose work in stamp production has never 
been surpassed, while the current stamps

are manufactured locally. A s the art o f 
stamp designing and printing has never 
reached a very high state in Australia the 
comparison of the Queenslands is, perhaps 
hardly a  fair one.

Let us take the case o f Ceylon as an ex 
ample. Here all the stamps have been 
designed and printed in London, and while 
the pence issues represent the highest type 
o f beauty in postage stamps, it will, I think, 
be admitted that the later stamps, produced

in enormous quantities and by a much 
cheaper process, are not inartistic or in
appropriate, do not show any spirit of decad
ence in the art o f stamp designing, and, all 
things considered, compare very favourably 
with the early emissions.

Philatelists o f  the present day are rather 
apt to scoff at the designs o f modern stamps 
as compared with the “  fine old ” ones. Per
haps the general perversity o f human nature 
makes one dissatisfied with what one has, 
for, though we are agreed that the early 
British stamps, for instance, are superbly 
designed, this opinion was by no means 
shared by collectors when those old stamps 
were current.

( To be continued.)

‘B A R B A D O S
Bp E ,  2). Bacon and F , H . N apier
W ith  a  H istory  a n d  D e sc r ip tio n  o f  t h e  S ta r -w a ter m a rk ed  
P a p e r s  o f  M essrs. P e rk in s  B a co n  A  Co.

T h is im portant publication, consisting o f 120 
pages, is illustrated with three sheets o f autotypes 
o f stamps (specially showing all the varieties o f the 
id. on half o f 5s.), three facsimile reproductions 
of the S tar w aterm arks, an Appendix containing 
copies o f original correspondence, etc . e tc ., a  list 
o f the num ber o f Stam ps o f each value printed by 
M essrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. and M essrs. D e La 
Rue & Co.

P rice  7s. 6d. in stron g  cover, or 10s. 6d. well 
bound in cloth, g ilt edges ; post-free 3d. extra .

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
3pt Strand, London, W.C.
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F o t d e n i e s  a n d  R e p r i n t s
Horn to Detect Them
By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE
B R IT ISH  GU IAN A

I s s u e  o f  18 5 0 -1  C i r c u la r  S t a m p s

M y readers will know from the catalogues 
(though very few from their own experience), 
that there are four values in this set — 2, 4, 8, 
and 12 cents. In consequence of their 
rarity, I have only succeeded in getting hold 
o f one specimen each o f the 4 c. and 12 c.
I have forgeries of the 4, 8, and 12 c., but 
have not seen the forged 2 c., though it prob
ably exists. I do not know the age o f the 
forgeries, though I have had som e,of them 
for about fourteen years. There are several 
types o f each value, so my descriptions are 
necessarily imperfect, being taken from a 
single type of each value. The genuine 
stamps are all initialled by the postmaster 
or one of the clerks, before being issued.

4 C e n ts , b l a c k  o n  y e l lo w

Genuine.— Type-set, in black, on medium, 
soft, dull yellow wove paper. The meshes of the 
paper are coarse, irregular, and set in straight lines, 
so as to resemble laid paper somewhat; if one 
can imagine laid paper with lines less than a 
millimetre apart. The circle is evidently composed 
of two pieces of printer’s ** lead-rule,” bent round, 
so that the two together form a circle. The 
separation between the two pieces of rule occurs 
between the letters GU, and after the last A of 
g u ia n a  ; i.e., the circular outline is broken in the 
said places. The two ends of the line, in each of 
these places, are not exactly opposite to each 
other, but the long piece forms part of a larger 
circle than the short; and, consequently, the ends 
of the long piece stanc  ̂ out a little, while those 
of the short piece stand in slightly. The circle 
measures twenty-seven millimetres across at its 
very widest part, and twenty-five at its narrowest. 
The circular inscription, BRITISH g u ia n a , is in 
ordinary Roman capital letters, just two milli
metres high. The central inscription, 4 c e n t s , 
is just eleven millimetres long, measuring from the 
left-hand point of the 4 to the centre of the stop 
after the s. The 4 is a fat, closed figure; the 
vertical stroke being very nearly a millimetre 
wide, and the horizontal and oblique strokes are 
very fine hair-strokes. C en ts  is in fat italics; 
the thickest stroke of each letter being fully half 
a millimetre wide. The final s does not lean over 
any more than the rest of the letters. Evans's 
catalogue says that there are initials in pen-and- 
ink in the centre of the stamp; but my single 
specimen only shows some very slight traces of 
red ; whether pencil or ink, I cannot say.

F orged.— Lithographed, in black, on medium, 
hard, ochre-yellow wove paper. The meshes are 
very regular, and have much the appearance of 
the grain of the paper which was used for our own 
old green newspaper wrappers. There is no 
appearance of lines in the paper. The “  circle” 
is one continuous, very irregular line, twenty-seven 
millimetres across at the widest part, and twenty- 
four at the narrowest. It comes almost to a point, 
just above the T of Br it is h . The inscriptions, 
being lithographed, do not look at all like printed 
type-letters; and the letters of the circular in
scription vary in height, from less than two milli
metres, to very nearly three. The central in
scription is in letters representing ordinary' Roman 
type, but the s is italic, and leans very much over 
to the right, quite away from the rest. The thick 
strokes of these letters are nowhere more than 
about a quarter of a millimetre wide. The 4 has 
an open top ; the thick stroke being hardly three- 
quarters of a millimetre wide, and the oblique 
stroke far thicker than what is understood by a 
“ hair-stroke.”  From the point of the 4 to the 
centre of the stop after c e n t s , the width is over 
ten millimetres. The 4 is just two millimetres 
high in the genuine; but, in this forgery, it is 
over three millimetres in height. In the centre 
of the stamp is lithographed, in written characters, 
the name, “  E. Lew,”  or what looks like it, with 
an oblique paraphe or flourish. Besides this, 
there is lithographed in the centre of the stamp, 
by way of surcharge, a very large “ 4,” closed at 
the top, 11$ millimetres high, and the thick 
stroke two millimetres wide.

P O S T M A R K S

Genuine.— My specimen bears 2, with the
, , , NO 01 •

name d e m e r a r a  round the curve, and ^  in 

two lines in the centre.

Forged.— 22.

S a m e  I s s u e .  8 C e n ts , b l a c k  o n  g re e n

Genuine. —  I have not been able to procure 
this stamp.

Forged.— Lithographed, in black, on dull, 
yellow-green wove paper, thick and rather hard 
and smooth-faced. This is, in all respects, the 
same design as that of the forged 2 c., except 
that the numeral of value is altered.

P O S T M A R K S

My counterfeit bears r e g is t e r e d  in large 
block capitals, with an enormous Rr half the 
height of the stamp, below it. These two marks, 
together with the signature, *‘ E. Lew,” are all 
lithographed.
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Same Issue. 1 2  Cents, black on blue
Type-set, on dull, dark blue wove paper, the 

same thickness and texture as that of the genuine 
4 cents. The lead-line, forming the outer circle, 

appears to be all in one 
piece, as I can only see one 
break in it, just at the 
beginning of the t  of 
BRITISH. The size of the 
circle is the same as in 
the 4 cents. The central 
inscription is the same 
height and width as be
fore : measuring the width 
from the left-hand edge of 

the stroke of the 1 of 12 to the centre of the stop 
after c e n t s  ; this stop, by the way, in my 
specimen, being placed upside down ; i.e., level 
with the top> instead of the bottom of the s. 
The 1 of 12 is barely millimetre high. The 
written initials are “  H. A. B.,”  or 44 H. a . \v . ,m I 
am not sure which.

Forged. — Lithographed, in black, on pale 
lavender-blue (if I may invent such a name !), or 
on dull, pale, greyish-blue wove paper, medium, 
hard, and of the same grain as that of the forged 
4 c. The stamp is in ail respects the same as the 
forged 4 c., except for the change of numeral of 
value ; so that the same tests will apply. The 
width of the central inscription, from the left- 
hand edge of the 1 of 12, to the centre of the 
stop after c e n t s , is 12J millimetres. The said 1

is zh millimetres high. There is a large litho
graphed “  E. Lew,” in writing characters, by 
way of surcharge.

P O S T M A R K S

Genuine.— My specimen bears, as before, 2 ; 
with d e m e r a r a  round the curve, and the date,

in two lines in the centre.

Forged.— The lavender-blue is uncancelled ; 
the other bears two postmarks ; 78, with numerals 
in the centre, and 1, with “ Paid Liverpool 
Packet” in it with date. These seem to be 
lithographed.

N o t e . —The forgeries are on much smoother 
paper than that of the genuine, which is very 
rough on the face. Evans catalogues a 4 c. 
genuine on tissue-paper. I have not seen this; 
but I remember having a whole set of counterfeits 
sent to me once, done in pen-and-ink on coloured 
tissue-paper. I have no notes of them.

There is, I believe, a far more dangerous 
forgery of the 12 c. going about, but I have no 
notes of it, except that, like the genuine, it is 
typographed, on rough blue paper. I suppose it 
is hardly necessary to say that the genuine stamps, 
being typographed, show all the black parts well 
sunk into the paper, which is not the case with 
the lithographed counterfeits.

{To be continued.)

B u r o p e a n  P e n n y  P o s t a g e

T
H ER E would seem to be some pros
pect of the adoption at no distant 
date of a system of European penny 

or three-halfpenny postage, if information 
given to-day by the O il Bias is not too 
optimistic. That journal, after declaring 

that penny postage will shortly be established 
between France and Belgium, gives par
ticulars of negotiations by Mr. Henniker 
Heaton and the General Director of the 
Luxemburg Postal Service with M. Simyan, 
French Under-Secretary of State for Posts 
and Telegraphs, for the institution of a 
European postage stamp. M. Simyan is 
said to have stated that France would not 
oppose the scheme, although he pointed out 
that the introduction of penny postage in 
this country had in the first eighteen months 
ended December, 1906, cost the Treasury
26,ooo,ocof. (£1,040,000). During that 
period the number of letters conveyed had 
increased by over 113,000,000. The same

journal adds that Germany also is in favour 
of the scheme. It is thought possible that 
the new European postage stamp would cost 
three halfpence, and not a penny, as advo
cated in England, France, and Belgium.

The Times Paris Correspondent.
(8.7.07.)

A  F IN E  B IR T H D A Y  G IF T
N o. 68, 1500 varieties.
Each  specim en is in perfect condition, and the 

1500 different Stam ps form  a splendid start for any 
one. A  large num ber o f  really  rare and valuable 
stamps are  contained in this co llec tio n ; but it is 
im possible to  enum erate them , as we are constantly 
adding New Issues and O ld er Stam ps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed.

£ 1  15s., post-free and registered.
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$ t o i $ $  C a n t o n a l s
History of a Disappointment
By PIERRE MAHE, in the Monthly Journal

T
H E R E  was in days gone by, at the 
Court of Napoleon III, a certain 
great personage, who was also the 

greatest of the collectors in Paris. I call 
him a great personage, not because he ever 
held any appointment or office in the State, 

but because of the position he occupied in 
connexion with the sovereign, owing to the 
fact that he had married one of the cousins 
of the latter. The exalted position of this 
collector, whom I will call “ M. le Comte,” 
enabled him to request of foreign Govern
ments that search might be made among 
the old stores of the post office, in the 
archives of the offices and printing works, 
in a word, everywhere where there was a 
chance of finding specimens of rare stamps 
that had gone out of circulation. And this 
request was never made in vain ; nothing 
could be refused to such a personage ; every 
effort was made to comply with the wishes 
of a connexion of the Emperor.

M. le Comte therefore obtained by this 
means some very fine and rare things, both 
in the way of stamps and essays, and very 
frequently more than one copy of each. 
The first copy, naturally, went into his own 
collection; with the remainder he made 
exchanges, to the satisfaction of both parties, 
for he was a very easy person to do business 
with, generous to those with whom he ex
changed, full of kindly feeling towards those 
who supplied him, and as a customer the 
friend of everybody in Paris and elsewhere. 
Now we shall see what confidence can be 
placed in sources, even though they may be 
of the very highest.

One fine morning— I lived then at No. 9 
Rue de Clichy— arrived M. le Comte, beam
ing, his big face smiling all over, and he 
said, “  M. Mahd, 1 have come to show you 
something magnificent, which I have just 
received.” “  Let us look at these fine things,” 
I replied. He opened his portfolio, took out 
of it and laid before me, mounted with the 
greatest care and symmetrically arranged 
upon a fine sheet o f white vellum paper, a 
complete collection of all the stamps of the 
Swiss Cantonal issues, and the two stamps 
of the first Federal issue, all brand n ew ! 
A  single glance was sufficient to show me 
the value of the gift “  But, my dear M. le 
Comte, they are all bad, these Cantonals, 
absolutely b a d ! ” His face fell, changing 
from gay to grave, and looking at me with 
a very troubled countenance he said, “  How 
can that be? It is impossible; they came

to me direct from the Legation at Berne.” 
“  The Legation at Berne ! Well, say what 
you will, the wretched things are none the 
less bad, as bad as bad can be.”

M. le Comte then produced a letter, than 
which nothing could be more completely 
official, which had accompanied the stamps, 
and in order to convince him of the falsity 
of the latter I had to point out to him one 
after the other the unmistakable character
istics of their want of authenticity. When 
the disagreeable surprise had passed, and 
peace returned, M. le Comte allowed himself 
to be comforted, and we had a good laugh 
together over this curious misadventure.

W’hat had happened was evidently this. 
After having searched in vain in the public 
offices, the person to whom the task had 
been confided, unable to say “ N o ” to the 
request of so important a personage, had 
simply purchased from a dealer the unfortu
nate set, which he then dispatched. Know
ing nothing about these things or their 
value, he doubtless believed these stamps to 
be excellent, and thought himself very lucky 
to have been able to acquit himself so easily 
o f a troublesome and delicate task.

As for M. le Comte, the position of the 
sender had prevented him from feeling the 
smallest doubt as to the value of the con
tents of the package, which in point of fact 
he had not very closely examined, being in 
such a hurry to show them to me. After all, 
these Cantonals finally were the means of 
our passing a very pleasant quarter of an 
hour.

After this, in whom and in what are we 
to put our trust ? Here was a personage of 
some importance at the Court of the Tuileries, 
who requested the French representative in 
Switzerland to obtain him a collection of 
the stamps of the country in which he was 
stationed ; and this representative sends to 
the illustrious applicant, in an official letter 
from the Legation, a complete set of stamps, 
all o f which are forgeries. Let us never 
again assert that any source of origin is a 
safeguard.

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T

P acket N o. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 
every  stamp being  different and genuine, and thus 
form ing a choice collection in itself.

£ 3 ,  post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons. Ltd.,
SSt Strand, London, W.C.
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S l a m :
Hisfo-value Provisionals

W
E have received the following in

teresting letter dated 29.4.07 from a 
correspondent at Bangkok :—

“ On the 24th inst. provisional stamps of 
10, 20, and 40 ticals have been issued, and 
I enclose herewith a photo of them for re
production in E.W .S.N . Revenue stamps 
of the Ministry of Justice having already 
a value of io, 20, and 40 tics, respectively 
have been used for these provisionals, but 
bearing only Siamese inscription they have 
been surcharged with ‘ Siam,’ ‘ Postage,’ and 
with the value. All the three stamps have 
the same light green colour and their actual 
size is 21 by 50 mm. Only 1000 of each 
kind have been surcharged (in sheets o f 25), 
and there are no errors or differences.

“ The history of these provisionals of 
uncommonly high value is the following :—  

“ In Siam, there are living several hundred 
thousands of Chinese who entertain a brisk 
exchange of letters with their native country. 
Until quite recently, China had only very 
incomplete means of conveyance for private 
letters to smaller towns and villages in the 
interior of the country, and therefore the 
many Chinese societies in Siam had estab
lished a sort of a private post to China. 
The charges were very high, and the con
veyance of the letters to China was executed 
in that way that, when a sufficient number of 
letters has been handed in at the societies’ 
so-called letter-agent’s shop, a man was 
sent to China, who delivered the letters 
there, and who on his way back brought 
with him the letters collected in his native 
place. Since some time China, which will 
surely enter the Postal Union as it was 
already represented at the Postal Congress 
at Rome, has established postal connexions 
even with the smallest villages, and private 
persons are no longer allowed to deal with the 
conveyance of letters. The private letter 
posts between Siam and China being, how
ever, an institution sanctified by high age, 
and as the conservative Chinaman gets only 
slowly accustomed to such vigorous innova
tions, the Chinese and Siamese postal admin
istrations have granted some facilities for a 
transition-period, the duration of which is 
not yet fixed, but which may last for one or 
two years.

“ The Chinese letter agents in Siam are 
allowed to form ‘ clubbed packets ’ of their 
letters and ta address them to their agent 
in China. These packets are to be posted 
at the Post Office in Bangkok, and the union 
rate of 12 atts must be paid for every letter 
contained. The whole amount of postage

for the contents is fixed in stamps on the 
outside of the packet. Then the packets are 
sent as registered letters by the ordinary 
mails to the Chinese ports, where the Chinese 
post takes them over and delivers them un
opened to the addressees. Letter packets 
from China to Siam are treated in the same 
way. Up to the present the highest value 
of postage stamps was 1 tical, but as the 
packets very often contained over 1000 letters 
higher values were necessary, and that is the 
reason of the issue of these provisionals. 
New stamps of higher value are already 
ordered from Europe, and if the arrange
ment with China had not come into force 
before the time intended it would not have 
been necessary to make surcharges. The 
provisionals can, of course, be used for any 
kind of mail matter, but they shall not be 
sold to the public, as the stock of these 
revenue stamps is very limited and as the 
number of surcharges shall last until the 
new stamps arrive from Europe. I think 
that the new provisionals will become rarities, 
and even used they will surely not go for 
under face value.

“ The value of the tical is at present 1/5J, 
but as the Government is on the point to 
introduce the gold standard it will go up to 
1/5J in a very short time.’’

Fiscal Stamps surcharged for Postal Use.
10 t. on 10 t., light green.
20 t. on 20 t. ,,
40 t. on 40 t. ,,

From Ewen's Weekly Stamp News.

S T A M P S  A N D S T A M P  
C O L L E C T I N G .  'By M ajor E .  B .  E V A N S

T h e young collector is frequently perplexed by 
the m eaning o f the various term s used in stamp 
collecting, and th e fullest explanations o f these 
will be found in this book.

as. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly bound 
in Cloth.

T H E  V E S T  S T A M P  H I N G E S

W e  have prepared a new stamp hinge, o f con
venient size, put up in air-tight tin  boxes, each 
containing 1000 hinges o f good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. 

Post-free, 7d. p er box.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
301 Strand, Loodon, W.C.
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n e w  I s s u e s
B y  W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that all m atters relating to new issues have been taken over by M r. F ra n k  P hillips. 
391 S tra n d , L o n d on , W .C ., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
Information concerning issues o f  stam ps new or projected. News from  the colonies in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sen t to the above- 
mentioned address. ___

Abyssinia.— We have been shown a pair of | 
No. 7$a (5 c/'m on half of A g., red), in which the 
rtght>hand stamp had only one surcharge, viz. in 
the lower left corner, thus constituting an error 
“  surcharge omitted.”

The stamps are surcharged in opposite corners, 
generally the upper right and lower left, and are 
available as 5 c. after bisection. They exist with 
surcharge in upper left and lower right corners, 
but are much scarcer this way. Of course, to 
have the above error the stamp must be undivided 
and bear but one surcharge.

I Ia !f-stam p, surcharged 5 c/m. Error, surcharge 
om itted (in undivided p a ir  with normal).

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

5 c. on half $ g., red (V) . —  —

Barbados.— Stamps of Type 9 were ostensibly 
issued in 1906 as a commemorative series of a 
certain event of which, the year in which they 
should have been issued, was the hundredth anni
versary. They were then on paper having Crown 
C C  wink.; we have now received some values 
on multiple C A ordinary paper, and are told 
these were issued on 6 July. Why should these 
have been issued at all except to make other 
varieties, by the sale of which to fleece collectors 
still further ? The small stamps of the Britannia 
type are still current. What need of this resur
rected commemorative rubbish? It is true that 
the values now issued were exhausted some time 
since, but why not let “ sleeping dogs lie” ? 
Truly the postal authorities in Barbados are past- 
masters in the art of creating unnecessary issues.

Nelson Commemorative Stamps. Ordinary paper. IVmk. 
M ultiple  Crown C  A .  l*erf. 14.

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s. d,

Id ., black and grey . . . .  —  —
ad. „  ,, au lf yellow . . .  —  —
a|d. „  ,,  ultramarine . . .  —  —

Bolivar.— Among some stamps sent for exam
ination to our publishers were the following, 
which are new to us. The designs and paper 
seem identical with those that came from reliable 
sources, and as fancy had pretty free run in the 
days of the issue of similar rubbish, the present 
varieties may just as well have some shadow of 
authority. We list them with reserve. Scotts 
Catalogue includes the Registration stamp.

Major Evans in the M.J. (Feb.) mentions the 
record of a new 20 c. Too Late stamp, but is 
doubtful as to the colour of the paper. We have 
seen a 20 c., purple on pale brown. Perhaps this 
is the stamp.

L a id  paper, hnperj.
Unused. Used. 

;. d. s. d.
10 p., indigo on salmon . . .  —  —
10 p., purple on rose. . . .  —  —

Registration Stamp. Intperf.
Unused. Used. 

j .  d . s. d.
so c., brown-orange on blue . . — —

Crete.—According to Der Philatelist (15.7*07) 
two new stamps are in preparation for this State, 
viz. 10 and 25 lepta. The 10 1. is to bear a por
trait of the High Commissioner, Alexander Thr. 
A Zaimis, who was appointed 29 September, 1906, 
for a term of five years, whilst the 25 lepta is to 
have a representation of the “ Crown” of Crete. 
The former design is understandable because the 
current 10 c. bears a portrait of Prince George of 
Greece, who held office as High Commissioner 
till 1906, but concerning the “ Crown” of Crete 
we must wait further enlightenment. We quote 
from the Statesman's Year Book, 1907:—

T b e Island o f Crete was under Venetian rule from l a i t  
to 1669, when it fell beneath the Ottoman power. Thence
forth (with tbe exception of about ten years, >830-40, when 
it was ruled b y  the Viceroy o f  Egypt) it w as governed as a 
Turkish vilayet. After more than seventy years*of almost 
continuous insurrection tbe four Powers—-Great Britain, 
Russia, France, and Italy—intervened, aod in 1898 con
stituted tbe Islands, with tbe adjacent islets, an autonomous
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State under a H igh Commissioner of the Powers, subject to 
the suzerainty o f the Porte, but without tribute. Since 
August 14, 1906. the right of the King of the Hellenes to 
propose the H igh Commissioner has been recognized by the 
protecting Powers, under whose sanction Greek officers have 
taken over the direction o f the Gendarmerie and Militia.

Dominican Republic. — That well-known 
American philatelic writer and student. Mr. R. R. 
Thiele, in a letter to Mr. C. J. Phillips last 
December, says:—

“  In your extremely interesting and valuable article in 
the M onthly Journ al on the stamps o f tbe Dominican 
Republic, and in tbe list in your catalogue, you state that 
the 1901 set of the republic is printed by De La R ue and 
Co., London. I just notice in a  report o f the German 
Imperial Printing Office at Berlin, that during the fiscal 
year 1905-6, that establishment printed both postage 
and fiscal stamps for the Dominican Republic. T he 
postage stamps are presumably those lately issued with 
black centre, but since these are identical with the 1901 set 
the presumption seems to be warranted that 1901 set was 
also printed by the same establishment.”

In chronicling the 1901 issue, Major Evans 
thought the stamps were the work of De La Rue 
and Co., and Mr. Phillips, judging from the 
appearance of the stamp and the style of the 
plates, was of the same opinion. There may, 
however, be some foundation for Mr. Thiele’s 
suggestion, for we have received two values (the 
1 c., and 5 c.) of the current issue on paper 
having the same watermark, viz. “ Crosses and 
Circles,5’ as on the latest Official and Municipal 
Service stamps of Wurtemberg, which is prima 
facie evidence of Berlin production. We are told 
that the entire issue now in use is similarly 
watermarked.

Mr. Thiele does not mention the issue with 
frames in black, but his remark would of course 
apply equally to these stamps. We have been 
shown a good supply of the io c., 20 c., and 
50 c. with black frames ; the £ c., 2 c , 20 c., 
50 c., and I p. of the 1906 issue unwatermarked ; 
and the 1 c. and 5 c. watermarked as mentioned 
above. The stamps are all perf. 14, comb 
machine, and in sheets of 100, ten rows of ten.

We have no portions of any sheets of the 1901 
issue for comparison, but a few notes on the sheets 
of the other stamps may be interesting. Those with 
the black frames are enclosed in a border, which 1 
does not meet at the four corners, composed of 
double rows of short straight lines in the colours I 
of the stamp, those at the sides being horizontal 
with the black on the inside, whilst those at top 
and bottom are vertical with the black outside. 
Each sheet has a number in black in the centre 
of the right-hand margin, which in these before 
us is the same for all values, viz. 4629.

The unwatermarked stamps have borders of 
single rows of similar short lines in the colour of 
the frame, and a number in the same colour 
below the eighth stamp in the bottom row. This 
number in the supply before us is likewise the 
same for all values, viz. 1177.

As regards the stamps with watermark, it is 
not quite clear what is the intention of the 
printers. There is a similar border to those with 
black frames, but in some portions the lines 
overlie and appear almost a single row, whilst in 
others they alternate, and in no case have clear 
double rows. In the 1 c. the frame is not con
tinuous at the top and bottom, having a blank 
space above and below the sixth stamp in each 
case, whilst in the 5 c. it is continuous, but the

blank space is filled in with lines in blue only. 
On the 1 c. the number is in black, and opposite 
the sixth row in the right-hand margin, whilst on 
the 5 c. there are two numbers on the same 
margin, viz. in blue opposite the sixth row, and 
in black opposite the seventh row. In ail cases 
the number is the same, viz. 389.

It would be interesting to know the precise 
history of these issues. Meanwhile, we chronicle 
the watermarked series.

1907. C entreinfirstcolonr.

K c ., black and green .
1 c. „ rose-red
a c . „ chestnut
SC. blue

IOC. „ purple .
ao c . „ olive
50 c. „ brown .

» P- violet .

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

o 1 
O 4

Gibraltar.— We referred in our issue of 20 July 
to the appearance of the 2 d̂. value in lilac and 
black, on coloured paper with multiple wmk., 
and to a chronicle of the same value in all blue on 
white paper. Our publishers have now received a 
supply of the latter, so that the former will 
probably have had but a short life, and become a 
scarce little stamp. Our publishers say they have 
secured a nice lot of the 4s. value, single wmk. 
As this stamp has been reported with multiple 
wmk., the ‘ Special Bargain’ mentioned elsewhere 
is worth immediate attention. These long stamps 
of Gibraltar with Crown C A wmk., are printed 
in paper designed for the smaller size of King’s 
Head stamps, so that portions of two of the single 
C A  wmks. appear on each stamp.

King's H ead, M ultiple wmk, Chalky paper. 
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
a$d., lilac and black on blue . —  —

Ordinary paper,
ajd ., blue on white . . . 0 4  —

Holland.— This is especially a country for 
specialists, and with a wide field for discovery in 
its many varieties of types, paper, and perfora
tion, new records are constantly being made.

Mr. M. Z. Booleman points out to us that the 
Catalogue is wrong in giving the 10 gulden as 
perf. 11$ x i i , as this value only exists perf. 11 
all round. He at the same time shows us two 
copies of the 5 gulden with very complicated
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perforations: one is perf. at top, it  at sides, 
and I2£ at bottom ; the other is perf. I2£ at top 
and right, II at left, and 11$ at bottom.

He also sends us for inspection an unused copy 
of the £ cent of 1876, perf. 13%, in Type B. This 
will become No. 120a in the Catalogue.

It would seem that the current stamps of 
Holland vex the soul of the heraldic expert, and a 
new set is in contemplation in which the trying 
errors are to be corrected. Mr. Booleman favours 
us with the following interesting particulars:—

By an order of the Postmaster-General, dated 
10 October, 1906, a committee has been appointed 
to formulate designs for a new set of postage 
stamps for Holland. It is composed of the follow
ing gentlemen : J. H. W. Berden, Director of the 
Government School for Arts and Industries at 
Amsterdam ; Baron C. Ph. L. van Kinschol, 
Philatelist and Heraldic expert of T iel; and A. W. 
Kymell, Inspector of Posts and Telegraphs at the 
Hague, and has already held several meetings.

The following are the special errors of the 
present set that call for special attention : On the 
values 3 c. to 50 c. the Queen having a diadem the 
Royal crown above is superfluous, the Dutch 
arms already being illustrated on the stamps. 
The crowns on the escutcheons are of the 
wrong shape and too small. Again, two coats 
of arms of Holland are not needed; if two are 
necessary for symmetry, then one should be 
that of Nassau. As regards the gulden values, 
the band round the arms is that reserved for 
younger princes (usually of the third degree), and 
the arms themselves are wrong. Slanting es
cutcheons are wrong, as such may not properly 
he coronated. Any idea that suggests a crown 
slipping must lie avoided, and therefore the 
escutcheons should be upright. The errors men
tioned for the lower values also exist in some 
measure for the higher values.

Type B. Thin fra ction  bar 9 mm. long. Perf. 13, 13J, 
large holes.

*■  Unused. Used. 
s. d. s .d .

J C., rose (b ) (becomes iaon) . . —  —

Hong Kong*.— We have received another 
value on the paper with chalk surface and multiple 
wmk.

K in g 's H ead, M ultiple chalky.
Unused. Used. 

t. d . s, d,
ao c., grey-black and chestnut . 0 8  —

Luxemburg.— Here is the illustration of the 
Postage Due series, listed in our number for 20 
July.

Mauritius.— Le Collect ionnettrde Timbres-Poste 
(7-07) says that it is informed by one of its 
correspondents that the stamps of this colony will 
shortly be changed. At present it is undecided 
whether the change will be only in the Arms, at 
present depicted on the stamps, and which have 
lately been modified, or the substitution for these 
of a portrait of the King. The latter would 
certainly appeal more to the collector, but why 
change at all ?

We copy the following from the M\ J  
A  correspondent tells us that the 1 c. on 2 c., o f 1393, 

exists with the overprint in deep blue, instead of black, as 
in the case o f Nos. 16 to 18 o f the Gibraltar stamps over
printed “  Morocco Agencies.” In the Mauritius case it 
seems quite possible that a bluc*black ink upon a  violet 
stamp might appear quite blue, when looked at with a 
strong light behind i t ;  on the other hand, it is equally 
possible that a deep blue ink was really used.

Ewen's Weekly, (20.7.07), says there are two 
distinct shades of the value in the current 2 c., 
viz. violet and mauve. The Catalogue only gives 
the former, so we chronicle.

Value in  second colour. M ultiple wmk. Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d,
2 c., lilac and mauve . . .  —  —

Morocco.— L'Echo tic Timbrologic (15.7.07) 
remarks having had attention drawn by several 
readers to an alleged overprint M a r o c  G o u - 
v r r n e m b n t  P R O v is o iR B  1907 on the current 
stamps of France, and has been asked if these 
are not a special issue for the recent expedition to 
Oudja. The answer to this is a warning that 
the overprint is nothing more nor less than a piece 
of fancy work by some speculator. Verbum saf.t 
etc. Is there not enough brigandage in Morocco 
without fleecing the innocent philatelist?

Papua.—Ewen*s Weekly (20.7.07) says it is 
officially informed that the stamps of British 
New Guinea overprinted papua were first issued 
8.11.06, the quantities being as follows:—

}d. 973 sheets o f 30 . 29,190 .
£ s.

. to  16
d.
3

id. 1602 „  . 4$,060 . . 200 5 0
2d. „  . 70,170 . • 834 >5 0
2*d. „  . 25 *30 - . 262 16 3
*d. 270 „  . 8,too . . 135 0 0
6d. „  . 11,550 . . 288 15 0
IS. 453 „  ♦ 13*S90 • . 679 10 0
2S. 6d. 447 „  . 13,410 . . >676 5 0

4*37 la 6
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There is a slight error in addition of the above, 
but to counteract this the face value of the 2d. is 
overstated by £250. Even allowing for this, the 
net sum should be of great assistance to the local 
revenue, for as no doubt the issue will be eagerly 
bought up by speculators and other supporters 
of Colonial Preference the expenditure should be 
practically nil. The total revenue for 1906 was 
only £20,236, the Australian Government grant
ing a subsidy of ,£20,000 towards the expenditure 
of <£38*350. The postal movement in 1905-6, 
we read, was: Letters, 78,393; newspapers, 
51,503; packets, 9877— presumably, in and out. 
The Federal Government took over the control 
of the dependency of British New Guinea in 
1901, but the political transfer was not complete 
till the passing of the Papua Act in November, 
1905, and the issue on 1 September, 1906, of a 
proclamation by the Governor-General of the | 
Commonwealth declaring that British New Guinea | 
is to be known henceforth as the Territory of 
Papua. Hence the reason of the overprint, with 
its beneficial results.

Eweii's also says it is officially informed under j 
date of 9.5.07 that when the above issue is used 
a new design will probably be printed.

St. Lucia.— The Nordisk Fihtelistisk 7'id- 
shrift reports the appearance of the id., all 
green, possibly from a specimen copy.

ST.  L U C I A

K in g s  Head. P rinted  in one colour.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
^dM g r e e n ..................................... —  —

St. Vincent.— Our publishers have received a 
supply of the 4<l, and id. values of the new 
series, and the D.B.Z. (11.7.07) chronicles the 
2$d. The stamps are in sheets of sixty, ten rows 
of six, and are perforated by a single-line machine.

BsryiNCEStH
K ttv  tyfe. Ordinary paper. M ultiple wink

Unused.
s. d.

)d ., green . 0 1
i d . , carmine . 0 a
a id ., blue . . —

Sudan.— From the M.J. (June) we quote as 
follows:—

Mr. M . Giwetb shows us a  vertical strip o f  three o f the 
curreot 3 mil., the upper two stamps of which are over

printed “ Arm y Service” (T ype 33), while the bottom 
stamp, which is one o f  the bottom row o f a  sheet, is un
surcharged. N o doubt a  whole row was missed by some 
accident.

Transyaal.— Under date of 1 July, 1907, Mr. 
A. Sonn, of Johannesburg, writes us: “  Postage 
Due stamps were issued to-day from id. to is. 
on multiple C A ordinary (not chalky) paper. I 
cannot get unused copies at the present time, as 
the Post Office does not sell them. I will try to 
get some, and send them as soon as possible.”

Turkey.— A reference will be found in another 
part of this issue to a contemplated Bargain Sale 
of Turkish stamps, under the highest patronage, 
and apparently with no reasonable offer refused. 
The following cutting from the Daily Telegraph 
of 20 July, 1907, is interesting :—

R A IL W A Y  T O  M E C C A .
S U B S I D Y  F K O M  S T A M P S .

On inquiry at the Turkish Embassy yesterday, a  high 
official explained to our representative that there is a  mis
understanding in the announcement recently made con* 
cerning the purpose o f the sale o f  Turkish stamps. It Is 
quite true that the Ottoman Government is preparing, 
through its various Embassies, to help the funds of a  railway 
by the proceeds o f a  sale of stamps, but naturally such a  
national scheme is only for a  national end. T o  the 
Mohammedan world no railway is of such importance as 
the Hedjaz, by which pilgrims are conveyed from Damascus 
to the nearest point to Mecca. T h e Sultan and his Govern
ment are deepiy concerned in the maintenance and exten
sion o f a  line o f  transit so necessary to many thousands o f 
true believers, and its construction is due to national sub
sidies.

Some time ago the suggestion was made that additional 
funds could be properly raised by appealing to the collect
ing instincts or European and American philatelists, and 
that i f  the Turkish Government chose to sell special or 
rare issues of its stamps, a  goodly sum might be raised. 
Averse from the notion of any public auction, the Govern
ment, therefore, decided to send to its various Embassies 
and Legations specimens o f such issues to be on public 
view to collectors, but to be tendered for privately. At 
present the Turkish regulations have not been translated 
satisfactorilv, but shortly this will be effected, and the con
ditions o f offer definitely announced.

We would suggest Christmas!ide as the most 
suitable time for the promised particulars, phila
telists’ tastes being inclined to “ Turkey” then.

United States.— In view of the recent por
traiture of Princess Pocahontas on the 5 c. stamp 
of the Jamestown Exposition series, the following 
extract from the Daily Telegraph of 22 J uly should 
prove interesting to collectors of these stamps. 
P R IN C E S S  P O C A H O N T A S .

A  Gravesend correspondent telegraphs: An interesting 
discovery is reported to have been made here. While 
workmen were engaged in some building operations they 
unearthed a  human skeleton. T he tinder, struck with the 
peculiar appearance o f the skull, submitted it to a  London 
expert, who believes that at last the burial-place of 
Pocahontas, the Indian princess, has been disclosed. The 
spot where her supposed remains were found was just 
within the boundary of Gravesend Parish Church, which 
stood in the seventeenth century. It is recorded in history 
that the princess died from smallpox, and it has always 
been inferred that her body was placed in an isolated 
tomb. T he discovery is especially opportune in view of the 
contemplated celebration in Virginia o f the Pocahontas 
Tercentenary.

Princess Pocahontas figured prominently in the American 
travels o f  Captain John Smith. W hile searching for food 
Captain Smith was captured and taken before the princess's 
father, Powhattan, who ordered him to be brained. Tbe 
sentence was about to be carried out when Princess 
Pocahontas laid her own head upon his to save him from 
death.

N.B.—The prices quoted atone are those a t which the stamps may be had from  
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, W.C
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S p e c i a l  C o i w e s p o n d e n c e
Deio Zealand dotes

D u nedin , 6 Juney 1907 
New Zealand 44 Officials ” Prosecution

S
INCE my last notes, the main topic amongst 
our stamp people has been the case by the 
Crown Law Officers against our old and 

respected dealers. Messrs. Wilson Smith & Co., 
for dealing in unused New Zealand Official stamps. 
The Crown lost their case, and rightly so, in the 
opinion of most people here. Messrs. Wilson 

Smith & Co. say there is no law in the colony to 
stop their dealing in these stamps, so long as they 
get them honestly and above-board, and the head 
of the firm is willing to make an affidavit to this 
effect. Judging by the experience of other British 
Colonial Governments,
The Stamps do leak out 

The New Zealand officials were very ill-advised 
to try to prevent the sale of unused copies. They 
were bound to leak out, and to my certain know
ledge do leak out. I think there are very many 
collections in the colony with the full set unused. 
These stamps, however, in an unused condition 
are very scarce, and must fetch much higher prices 
even than certain British Officials and Natal ditto.

m i s c e l l a n e o u s
Hawaiians, 1852, inscribed “  H. I. &  U. S .” 
T he last number of /> J '. des Pk. contains 
what purports to be a history of these islands, in 
which it is stated (amongst other things) that in 

1849 or 1850 Kamehameha III 
decided upon incorporating his 
kingdom in the United States, 
and the author of the article 
adds:—

The inscriptions of the stamps of 
the issues o f  185a and 1853 prove 
conclusively that, at that period, 
annexation to the United States 
was, so to speak, an accomplished 
fact; on the 13 cents o f 1852 we 
read, in fact, at the top of the 
stamp k . 1. &  u. s. (Hawaiian 

Islands and United States), and on the stamps of 18^3, 
with effigy of Kamehameha III , we find the inscription 
Haw aiian  and u n it e d  s t a t e s . It is thus that very 
often a  simple postage stamp may bear irrefutable witness 
to certain little-known circumstances in the history o f a 
country.

Whether there is any foundation whatever for 
the historical fact (?) narrated above, or not, wc 
do not know, but any philatelist who understands 
English can sec that to quote the inscriptions 
upon the stamps as evidence of that supposed fact 
is pure nonsense. Only one value in each issue 
bears the compound inscription referred to, and 
there were other values issued at the same time 
which did not bear anything of the kind. In the 
first issue the inscription is h . I. & u . s . p o s t -

New Zealand Exhibition Stamps

It is a great pity that some of the big English 
philatelic journals copy 44 wholesale” the rubbish 
printed about our New Zealand stamps in the 
Sydney journal. If the writer in question is 
really sincere in his opinions, say for instance in 
his violent diatribes against our recent Exhibition 
sets, why does he continue to not only advertise 
them for sale hut continually increase his price, 
thus reaping a harvest over what he condemns ? *

The 6d., Perf. 14

There is no sign yet of any alteration in the 
size of current 3d. The large size 6d., Crown 
paper, perf. 14, will be scarce.

* It is incomprehensible to collectors in this country 
that an y  sane collector in N ew  Zealand or elsewhere can 
say a  word in defence o f the prostitution o f  the N ew  
Zealand Postal Service to the issue o f such disgraceful 
rubbish as the Exhibition stamps. Our New Zealand 
friends quite underrate the strong feeling o f utter contempt 
engendered by the issue o f  such degrading stub' under the 
guise o f postage stamps. There is no excuse for it.— E d .
O.SAV.

age, which in the second is explained as 
HAWAIIAN — 5 CTS. UNITED STATES 8  CTS., 
showing conclusively that, far from annexation 
being “ an accomplished fact,” postage was 
charged separately for the two countries, and the 
reason for the inscription was that the stamp in 
question was intended exclusively for postage 
between the Hawaiian Islands and the United 
States. Monthly Journal,

Stamps of Afghanistan

T he first issue of postage stamps, as already 
mentioned, appeared in 1871-2 (1288 Mohamme
dan era), during the reign of Sher Ali, and was 
succeeded by several annual issues, till his depo
sition in 1878. These are all of a circular design, 
with a Lion (Sher) in the centre (in reference to 
the Amir’s name). In all the early issues the 
words “ Kingdom of Kabul” are employed, 
showing the title used by the Amirs up to that 
period ; but in the stamps of 1309 (1892) Abdur 
Rahman first used the term “  Afghanistan,” 
showing the change of title that had by then 
come about, from “ Amirs of Kabul” to “ Amirs 
of Afghanistan.”  All the “ Sher A li” stamps 
were lithographed, each stamp being drawn 
separately, and differing in detail from every 
other on the plate.

Sir D. P. M asson  and
B. G o rdo n  Jon es  in P. J. I.
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Turkish Remainders for Sale

T»E Central News is informed that the Turkish 
Government during next month will dispose of a 
collection of Government stamps, numbering
17,000,000. The collection contains specimens 
of current stamps of the realm and also specimens 
which are valuable from a collector’s point of 
view. There are also a number of Eastern Rumelia 
stamps. The sale will be effected by tender.

Each Turkish Embassy and Legation is supplied 
with albums containing specimens of the stamps, 
and also copies of the conditions of sale, the latter 
being in the course of translation from Turkish. 
The proceeds of the sale are to form a nucleus for 
the building fund of the new railway to be con
structed between Damascus and Beirut. It is 
understood that a number of stamp connoisseurs 
have already inspected the collection. Particulars 
may be obtained at the Turkish Embassy.

Westminster Gazette.

A Postmistress of Ninety-two

M r . S y d n e y  B u x t o n , the Postmaster-General, 
has just dispatched a personal letter of congratula
tion to Mrs. Limond, of Minispant, Maybole, 
Scotland, the oldest postmistress in Great Britain, 
and probably in the world.

She is ninety-two, and has been in the service 
of the department for fifty-four years. Mr. Buxton, 
in hts letter, referred to this as a record of em
ployment under the Crown, and commended the 
old official for the manner in which she still 
continues to carry out her work.

Mrs. Limond has lived in the reigns of five 
sovereigns, was born on April 28, 1815, and her 
declaration of service in the Post Office is dated 
November, 1815. She has occupied her house 
for sixty-four years continuously.

Tall, erect, lithe, and nimble, with memory and 
eyesight unimpaired, she is one of the most wonder
ful women for her age that even Scotland has pro
duced. Her handwriting, for legibility and 
steadiness, is as clear as that of u girl of nine
teen, and her accounts and books are kept with 
a correctness that is the admiration of depart
mental inspectors.

In an interview Mrs. Limond said she became 
postmistress at the request of Sir Rowland Hill.

“  I saw Sir Rowland twenty or thirty times,” 
she said. “  He promised to give me my first 
lesson if I became sub-postmistress.

“  In one of his fishing excursions on the River 
Doon he arrived at this village, and not being 
able to obtain food at the inn, he came here to 
me.

“  I got him some tea, and he said afterwards 
it was the best meal he had ever had.”

She displayed a printed copy of the Postmaster- 
General’s— then the Duke of Argyll— annual 
report, dated 1858, which Sir Rowland sent to 
her when he was Secretary to the Post Office. 
It was one of her most treasured possessions.

Mrs. Limond was appointed at a salary of £$ 
per annum, and the Postmaster-General declares 
that it is well f)r the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
that she did not come under the “ annual incre
ment” scale, or that “ triennial revisions” were 
not applicable during the whole of her service.

E venin g  Ncrvs.

British Solomon Islands

M r . C. M . W o o d f o r d , Resident Commissioner 
of these islands, was in Sydney last month on a 
health visit. During his stay we had several 
interviews, when the status of the new stamps was 
discussed. Mr. Wood
ford informed us that 
the Colonial Office and 
the High Commissioner 
of the Western Pacific 
had both given their 
consent to the issue, 
and that the putting of 
the stamps on an inter
national basis was only 
a matter of time—that 
arrangements with the Federal Postal authorities 
were progressing, and that it was only a question 
of settling the proportionate payment for the 
carriage of mail matter and a few other details.

Mr. Woodford also informed us that the stamps 
had been printed by W. E. Smith, of this city 
(one of our largest firms), but he was not satisfied 
with them. There are 60 on each sheet. The 
issue consists of 1000 sheets of each of the £d., 
id., 2d., 2&d., and 5d. values, and 500 sheets 
each of the 6d. and is. He has also been ac
quainted with the fact that the colours of some of 
the values are not in accordance with the Postal 
Union requirements, which he intended to have 
rectified when the present issue is exhausted, or 
perhaps sooner.

He further informed us that he would never, 
under any circumstances, sell British Solomon 
Islands stamps at less than face value; he con
sidered it a very reprehensible practice for a 
governing body to do so.

The letter referred to in our April number is 
postmarked “ Tulagi, Solomon Islands, Feby. 14, 
1907,” and we believe this to be the date on 
which they were first used.

The Australian Philatelist.

New Zealand Parcel-post Rates

We have received the following from the General 
Post Office

“  In view of the large number of bulky 
packets sent by parcel post to New Zealand, 
and of the inadequacy of the existing rates of 
postage on such parcels, it has become necessary 
to raise the postage charged on parcels for New 
Zealand exceeding 4 ft. in length and girth com
bined. The postage on parcels not exceeding 
that size will remain unaltered. Thus, on and 
from the 25th inst., the rates of postage payable 
on parcels addressed to New Zealand will lie as 
follows: For a parcel not exceeding 4 ft. in length 
and girth combined not over 3 lb. in weight is., 
over 3 lb. but not over 7 lb. 25., over 7 lb. but not 
over 11 lb. 3s.; for a parcel more than 4 ft , but 
not more than 6 ft. in length and girth combined— 
not over 31b. in weight 2s., over 3lb. but not 
over 7lb. 3s., over 7 lb. but not over 11 lb. 4s. 
In other respects the conditions of the service 
will remain unalteted ; and the maximum length 
of a parcel for New Zealand will be still 3$ ft.”
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C o n n e s p o n d c n c e
L o w d e n  V . P lu m ridge
D e a r  S i r , — In reference to your report on the 
case of Lowden v, Plumridge appearing in your 
issue of 20 July, permit us to correct certain 
material errors and omissions.

The plaintiff, wHHe acknowledging he had full 
knowledge of the conditions of sale, attempted to 
set up a special arrangement made between him
self and the defendants by which stamps purchased 
would be held over from sale to sale and cleared 
when they totalled a substantial amount, the 
condition for the return of any stamp being still 
available ; the defendants absolutely denied this.

In cross-examination Mr. Lowden admitted 
that no such arrangement had been definitely 
made, but alleged a practice had grown up of so 
doing for his convenience.

No less a period than seven weeks elapsed 
between the time of the purchase of the stamp in 
question and the clearance of the lots; the plaintiff 
also acknowledged he had received requests for 
the payment for and clearance of the lots during 
this interval.

E d i t o r i a l  D o t e s
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
Edward J .  Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, 
T u n brid ge W ells.

Correspondence.—T h e Editor regrets that he has 
no tim e for direct correspondence. All letters r e 
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to  Correspondents/*

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must b e  sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page o f  
cover, or to  booksellers o r railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Plaintiff did indeed state that the saleroom was 
badly lighted by gas, but we should have given 
evidence had the opportunity arisen (which it did 
not), that a special point has always been made 
of having a good light, obtained by a large 
number of high-voltage electric lights. Also, in 
the viewing-room, where plaintiff admitted his 
buyer examined stamps carefully prior to sale, 
a very good light is obtained from three very large 
windows, and when that fails, five high-voltage 
electric lights.

Your reporter omitted to state that His Honour 
in giving judgment did not call on the defendants, 
thus preventing us from being able to fully refute 
all the charges Mr. Lowden was pleased to make. 
We had several witnesses of high standing there, 
and were quite prepared to meet the charges and 
show how entirely groundless they were, but to 
our great regret we did not have the opportunity.

Apologizing, sir, for taking up so much of your 
valuable space, we remain,

Yours obediently,
P l u m r i d g e  &  Co.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to  supply special covers for binding 
the num bers o f  V ol. IV  o f  Gibbons Stam p Weekly 
in art cloth , lettered front and back, at is . 6d ., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—V ol. I . Jan u ary  to  Ju n e , 1905, 
includ ing the rare early  num bers. 400 pages. 
10s. 9d ., post-free. V ol. I I .  Ju ly  to D ecem ber,
1905. 444 pages, p rice 4s. 9d ., post-free. V ol. I l l ,  
Jan uary  to  Ju n e , 1906. 420 pages, p rice  4$. 9d .,
post-free.

G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y
Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
A  p o p u lar W eekly  S ta m p  Jo u r n a l  for th e 

g en era l c o lle c to r , tfnd m ore esp ecia lly  fo r 
b eg in n ers  an d  young co lle c to rs .

W E E K L Y  C O N T E N T S .
T h e  C ountries o f  th e W o rld .

B y  Ed . J .  N ankivell.
P ortraits on Stam ps. B y  Boswell Jun ior.
N ew  Issues. W ritten  up to  date and fully illus

trated . f
M iscellaneous Item s o f News and F acts.
Gossip o f the H ou r. B y  Cornelius W rin k le. 
Philate lic  Societies' Reports.
T h e  Stam p M arket. B y  an Odd L o t. A chat 

on Prices.
Sp ecial Foreign  and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.
Philatelic D iary o f  Com ing Events.

P R E P A ID  S U B S C R IP T IO N S  must com m ence 
with the cu rren t num ber, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12 m onths at th e following rates, p o st-free :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spam.

Germany.

3 months is . 8d. 40 c . fc. 2 .00 m. 1.70
6 „ 35- 3d* 80 C. fc. 4 .00 m. 3.35

t2  „ 6s. 6d. $1*60 fc. 8 .00 m. 6.50

In  G reat Britain  it will b e  cheaper for our 
readers to  o rd er G . S. W . from th eir nearest 
N ew sagent o r  Stationer, o r  from the Railway 
Bookstall. T h is  will save postage, and th e paper 
will b e  delivered flat, instead o f  folded as it would 
be if  posted.

Primed by W. B u n d o n  &  S o n , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
3 Aogust, 19 0 7.
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G o $ $ ip  o f  t h e  H o u r
B y CORNELIUS WRINKLE
New Zealand 6d., reduced size

T
HE reduced-size 6d. o f the New Zea
land Waterlow series is an interesting 
stamp.

In the first place, it is engraved not by 
Waterlow, but our old friends Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon and Co.

And in the second place it is not a mere 
reproduction in a smaller size, for it is re
drawn with modifications, and I am not 
inclined to consider the modifications as 
improvements.

Here are the two stamps side by side.

It will be noted that the principal devia
tions from the original are in the ornaments 
over the name of the colony, and over the 
line of the label which encloses the word 
SIXPEN CE.

The New Zealand Pictorial Series
T his New Zealand Pictorial Series, by the 
way, despite all that has been written, is one 
of the most interesting series of stamps that 
have been produced in these later years of 
stamp collecting, and if any collector wants 
to specialize with a single series I strongly 
recommend it, for I know o f none more full 
of interesting and intelligible varieties.

First came the original first issue printed 
by the engravers, Waterlow and Sons, in 
London.

Then the firs* colonial prints, printings 
made in the colony under the supervision of 
skilled English printers sent out with the 
plates by Waterlow, and distinguished from 
the London prints more by the large perf. 1 1

than by any anticipated roughness in the 
printing.

Next the double-lined watermark N Z, 
with many minor variations in the £d. and 
id. values; then the single-lined N Z, perf. 
11 ; and lastly the same perf. 14.

There have also been changes of designs 
from one value to another, and reductions of 
designs.

Shades are abundant in some of the values, 
notably in the id., 3d., 4d., 5d., 6d., and is .; 
and some of these shades, especially the 5d., 
sepia, of the Waterlow printing, the yellow- 
green 6d. of the first colonial prints, and 
the well-known fiery blood-red is., single- 
lined N Z, perf. 11. The is. is probably the 
most prolific of all the values in striking 
gradations of shades.

New Zealand 6d., original size, perf. 14 
T h e r e  seems to be an opinion abroad that 
the 6d., perf. 14, which, after a very short life, 
was superseded by the reduced • size 6d., 
will be a scarce stamp. Already the price has 
been advanced from 8d. to 2 s.; even in its 
very short life it has yielded three distinct 
shades, all more or less of a rose-carmine. 
Some of us have been calling the later 
printings of the 6d. a pink, but I am inclined 
to think them a rose-carmine. What does 
my old friend Mr. Warhurst, who is an 
authority on colours, call it ?

New Zealand: Worn Plates 
B u t  was there ever such an example in 
modern printing of the worn plate as may 
be found in some of the printings of the 
Universal Penny Postage stamp of New 
Zealand? In some of the copies in my 
collection all the finer lines have entirely 
disappeared, leaving only the name of the 
colony, the darker drapery of the female 
figure, and the value. These stamps are 
printed in such large numbers that the 
plates wear out rapidly, and the cost of new 
steel plates, a considerable item, is naturally 
put off as long as possible; hence the 
terribly worn plates.
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Trinidad Current Plates
SOME day we shall recognize the two plates 
in the current series of Trinidad. One 
authority, I note, describes the later printings 
as worn plates, but the difference he notes is 
not the result of worn plates. The printings 
for the limited demand of Trinidad could 
hardly result in worn plates after the New 
Zealand fashion, and Messrs. De La Rue and 
Co. are the last people in the world to print 
from a plate showing wear. The difference 
results from a retouch. In plate i the lines 
o f the background were evenly strong. In 
plate 2 some of the lines have been thinned 
to give distance to the horizon ; hence the 
cleared or worn appearance of the current 
type.

The Breitfuss Collection 
I have had a peep into a few of the volumes 
o f the celebrated Breitfuss Collection, and it 
made my lips water for many of the gems. 
Grand old stamps in grand condition. Mr. 
Breitfuss is evidently a “ condition crank,” 
like yours truly, but on a larger scale. Most 
of his specimens are up to high-water mark.
I do not quite like the arrangement of the 
pages; but the lack of systematic and artistic 
arrangement of the specimens is no doubt 
due to the fact that he collected in albums 
with fixed leaves.

Essays and Proofs
BUT the one thing that impressed me 
more than anything else in the Breitfuss 
Collection was the wealth of Essays and 
Proofs, of which Mr. Breitfuss has evidently 
always been a diligent collector. I have 
seen many rich collections, but excepting 
Lord Crawford’s, never one so rich in glorious 
Proofs and Essays. If some kind friend, 
or even some malicious enemy, would only 
send around the hat for me, I could spend 
quite a little fortune in Breitfuss Essays and 
Proofs of a few of my favourite countries, 
for 1 am a great lover of such trifles. To 
my mind they are to a stamp collection 
what a really good introduction, A la Charles 
Dickens, is to a book. They exhibit the striv
ings of designer and engraver for an ideal, 
and many of the Essays tell the story of the 
rejection of the ornate, and therefore ex
pensive, in favour of the commonplace.

Reputation tells
ONE wonders in looking through this vast 
collection how Mr. Breitfuss, far away in 
Russia, managed to secure so many of these 
necessarily scarce Essays and Proofs, and 
then one remembers what must be the ex
planation. He must have been known 
amongst the stamp dealers of the world as 
an omnivorous and wealthy collector of these 
unconsidered trifles. Hence, when a dealer 
came across a rare Essay or Proof, it went, of

course, to Breitfuss. Such are the need and 
the value of establishing a great reputation.

I would fain establish a similar reputation, 
but, alas ! “  there’s a divil of a hole in me 
pocket.”

Club Sheet Protectors
A cco r din g  to the Stamp Collectors Fort
nightly, Mr. Hebblethwaite, of 92 Park 
Grove, Hull, has patented a sheet with a 
series of holes to check the fraudulent sub
stitution of stamps on club sheets. The 
stamps are hinged over the holes, and then 
the owner stamps his initials at the back, 
thus permitting part of the letters to fall on 
the back of the stamp and part on the sheet.

But who cares to have even used stamps 
smeared over with initials? It certainly 
would be fatal in the case of unused stamps. 
Mr. Hebblethwaite must set to work to think 
of something better.

The Turkish Remainders 
H e a r i n g  that specimens of the seventeen 
million remainders of old Turkish stamps 
soon to be auctioned were to be seen at the 
various Turkish Embassies, I made my way 
a few days since to the Embassy in Portland 
Place, \V., and presented my card. I ex
pected to see no end of Turks, and I even 
cast a sly glance round for indications of a 
harem, but a rotund English, butler-like 
chap said, “ This way, please, Mr. Cornelius,” 
and ushered me into a drawing-room which 
was decorated with a fine marble bust of King 
Victor Emmanuel II of Italy. I was shown 
a foolscap book into which were pasted 
sundry Turkish stamps, commencing with 
the issue of 1865 ; but there were none of 
those favourites of my youth, the first issue, 
with the mysterious strip o f coloured paper 
at the bottom of the stamp.

Seventeen millions ought to go round 
cheap, so cheaply that some of us “  poorer 
relations” may be able to make a decent 
collection of the wily Turk. If they come 
down to the rate of the Swiss issue of 
1881-2, I am a buyer— see, Mr. Abdul?

Speculation in Gibraltars
A ccording  to Ewcn's Stamp Weekly the 
speculators have been at it again ; this time 
it is the 2&d., lilac and black on blue, on 
multiple paper, which, according to Ewcn 
consisted of 200 sheets of 120 each. Local 
speculators, he tells us, secured 75 sheets. 
As a printing of 6000 copies of a new stamp 
does not go far amongst the regular cus
tomers for new issues, the speculators in this 
instance seem pretty safe.

Their Leetle Peculiarities
W e have all got our leetle peculiarities, but 
according to the Monthly Journal the re
cently issued Solomon Islands stamps have 
got more than their share. In the July
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number two whole pages, four solid columns, 
are devoted to a detailed description of those 
leetle peculiarities. But my weary friends 
may take note of the consolatory comment 
that the compiler of these same leetle pecu
liarities does “ not consider any of the varie
ties worthy of mention in a catalogue.” For 
these, and such other mercies, let us be de
voutly thankful.

The Microscopic Philatelist
T he microscopic philatelist, like other 
curiosities in creation, has his uses. I may 
even go so far as to say that he is eminently 
useful— behind the scenes.

But the difficulty is to keep him in his 
place behind the scenes.

When he devotes his superabundant 
energies to the localization of flaws on a 
sheet he is a very useful member of the 
philatelic fraternity.

For instance, say you get a rare variety of a 
surcharge on approval for a fiver instead of 
paying Gibbons .£50 for it, and you pass it 
round the screen to the microscopist and he 
returns it with the information that this variety 
is No. 22 on the sheet, and that No. 22 has a 
break in the frame in the top right corner, 
and a defective “ o ” in the word TWO in 
the bottom label, and that your stamp, having 
neither of those flaws, although the surcharge 
is a splendid imitation, must nevertheless 
be a forgery, he settles all doubt. That is 
the unquestionable use of the microscopic 
philatelist.

When he insists on flooding the Catalogue 
with his microscopic varieties he develops 
into an intolerable nuisance.

If we could weed out of our Gibbons all 
the microscopic varieties that have been 
sneaked into it by the microscopist, phila
telists generally would be grateful,

Specialist v. Microscopist 
T h e  true specialist is not in favour o f the 
cataloguing of microscopical varieties, though 
he is often blamed for their inclusion. If 
only for selfish purposes, he prefers their 
remaining generally unknown. They are his 
safeguard against the forger, and he is not 
anxious to coach the forger through all the 
leetle peculiarities o f his special rarities.

Unnecessary Varieties
I AM not sure that our Gibbons will not some 
day find it advisable to have a strong com
mission of advice in the matter of these same 
microscopical varieties, and if they ever do 
I feel sure that the weight of opinion will be 
strongly in favour of unburdening the Cata
logue in many directions.

Though a specialist, 1 pray fervently, and 
almost daily, for the wholesale removal of 
the Pietersburg rubbish from the Transvaal 
list, for the greater simplification of the 
New Zealand printings of 1901, and for the 
removal of many another stumbling-block to 
straightforward collecting.

P o r t r a i t s  o n  S t a m p s
B y BOSWELL JUNIOR
U n it e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a — continued

Andrew Jackson, seventh President of the 
United States, was born on the border be

tween North and South Caro
lina on 15 March, 1767. His 
father, Andrew' Jackson, emi
grated to America from Car- 
rickfergus, on the north coast 
of Ireland, in 1765. He died 
some two years afterwards, 
just a few days before the 
birth of his son Andrew, in 

the historic log cabin which was situated 
within a quarter of a mile of the boundary 
between the two Carolinas.

Andrew Jackson’s early years were spent 
in South Carolina, where he received an 
elementary education which consisted chiefly 
of the “ three R ’s.” When he was thirteen 
years of age he saw something of the horrors 
of war, for he was present when Sumter 
surprised and destroyed a British regiment.

His mother and two of his brothers died 
from hardships sustained in the war. These 
dread happenings, coupled with many suffer
ings which he had to undergo, sowed the 
seed of that hatred for the British in Jack
son’s heart which long years could not eradi
cate.

At the age of eighteen years he entered a 
lawyer’s office in Salisbury and began a 
rollicking, horse-racing, card-playing career. 
Three years later he became public prosecu
tor for the western district of North Caro
lina, now the state of Tennessee. In this 
office Jackson gained a great experience of 
the Indians, who kept the settlers in a con
tinual state of alarm until they were effect
ually suppressed in 1794. At Nashville 
Jackson met Mrs. Robards, the wife of 
Captain Lewis Robards, and the daughter 
of Colonel John Donelson, a Virginian sur
veyor. Robards was one of the most jealous
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and tyrannical of men. Jackson was noted 
for a romantic and chivalrous respect for 
the female sex, which homage was uncon
sciously rendered to Mrs. Robards. Her 
husband’s unreasonable and unfounded jeal
ousy led in the long run to his taking the 
first steps towards a divorce. Jackson, be
lieving that a divorce had been granted, 
went to Natchez, where Mrs. Robards then 
lived with her mother, and married her 
(1791). The divorce was consummated in 
1793. and Jackson had the marriage cere
mony performed again. Forty years of 
happy wedlock followed, which was ended 
only by the death of Mrs. Jackson in 1831.

In 1796 Jackson was chosen as the single 
representative in Congress of the new state 
of Tennessee. Two years later he was 
appointed judge in the Supreme Court of 
Tennessee, and held the office for six years. 
Then the pressure of private affairs com
pelled him to devote his whole attention to 
his plantations. In this he was noted for 
his fair and honourable dealing, so much so 
that a note with his name on it was con
sidered as good as gold.

He was, however, of a very passionate 
disposition, which often caused trouble with 
his fellow-citizens. He fought several duels, 
in one of which he came very near to losing 
his life. When war was declared against 
Great Britain, in 1812, he offered his services 
with those of 2500 men. Jackson had few 
opportunities during this war. Early in the 
campaign he became the idol of his troops, 
and his sturdy self-reliance won for him the 
nickname of “ Old Hickory.”

The year 1813 saw the Americans engaged 
with a fresh foe. The Creek Indians, under 
Tecumseh. made war on the south-western 
states. Fort Minis, on the borders of 
Alabama, was attacked, and some 400 
men, women, and children were massacred. 
Forces were at once raised. Jackson arose 
from a sick-bed to take the field at the head 
of 2500 men. Now for the first time Jackson 
had full scope for. his wonderful military 
capacity, his sleepless diligence, untiring 
patience and skill in leading men. He it 
was who struck the blow at Tallapoosa 
which destroyed the last remnant of Indian 
power. His maxim in war was, “ Until all 
is done nothing is done.”

In 1814 Jackson became a major-general 
in the regulars, and was entrusted with the 
defence of the Southern States, upon which 
an attack was being premeditated by the 
British. New Orleans became the centre 
of opposing forces. Sir Edward Pakenham, 
Wellington’s brother-in-law, with 12,000 men, 
marched to the attack. Jackson defended 
with such success that in less than half an 
hour the British were in full retreat. Packen- 
ham was among the slain. Jackson became

at a bound the foremost man in the United 
States.

Florida had at this time become a nest of 
outlaws. Spain was quite unable to preserve 
order. Robbery and murder were rampant. 
Jackson was sent to restore order. He set 
at naught the orders of his own Govern
ment, seized Spanish towns, and executed 
two British prisoners on insufficient evidence. 
Spain and Great Britain accepted his ex
planations. In 1819 Florida was purchased 
from Spain. Jackson was appointed Governor 
of Florida in 1821. Three years later he was 
brought forward as the Democratic candi
date for the presidency, but was defeated by 
Adams. In 1828 he became President. His 
term of office was marked by two great 
struggles. Southerner and Democrat though 
he was, he was passionately attached to the 
cause of the Union. When therefore South 
Carolina refused to accept a lowered tariff 
on the ground that it was not low enough, 
and prepared to resist, Jackson publicly 
announced that the Union must be preserved 
at all hazards, and at once prepared for the 
war which threatened, but which happily 

! was rendered unnecessary.
Jackson’s other great struggle was against 

the National Bank. He opposed the re
newal of its charter, partly on the ground of 
the old democratic hostility to central insti
tutions, partly on alleged mismanagement 
and corruption. The result of Jackson’s 
veto deprived the Bank of its character as 
a public institution, and led finally to its 
downfall. His second term of office came 
to an end in 1837. He died at his home. 
The Hermitage, near Nashville, on 8 June, 
l«45- _______

T H E  I M P R O V E D
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M ,  N o .  0

O ne H undred and T en th  Thousand.
T h e  best and largest Sh illing  Album ever 

published.
176 large pages. Spaces for 4700 Stam ps. 48 

extra  pages added in this edition without extra 
charge.

All th e G eographical and H istorical Notes 
brou ght up fully to  date. All the newest stamp- 
issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cay
man Isles, H oi-hao, D ahom ey, etc. e tc ., have been 
added.

At the top o f each  page there is the name o f  the 
country, and a mass o f valuable inform ation, in
cluding date when Stam ps w ere issued, population, 
area, reignin g  sovereign , capital, etc . Spaces of 
proper sizes are provided for all Stam ps, and the 
book is bound in a superior m anner in art cloth.

T h e  Album contains a pocket to  hold duplicate 
Stam ps, and fifty Stam ps will be presented gratis 
with each Album . T h e re  is also an illustrated 
Frontisp iece o f th e R arest Stam ps, with prices 
attached that we pay fo r each. P rice , bound in 
handsom e art clo th , post-free, ts. 3d .'
Stan ley Gibbons. Ltd..
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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S t a m p  D e s i g n s :
H  Comparison of Ancient and modern
By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

A
 W R IT E R  in the Stamp Collectors 

Magazine for February, 1863, says : 
“ We cannot congratulate the designer 

of our penny and twopenny stamps on the 
display of any taste. Compared with some 
since issued they are simply hideous.” 

Later, in the same article, this somewhat 
captious critic observes : “ After the queer 
shilling Victoria and the South Australian,

our British penny would get the prize for 
ugliness ; for the old penny Van Diemen’s

Land and the curious native Mauritius im
pressions have a sort of barbaric beauty.” 
With this opinion modern collectors will 
“ agree to differ,” for the British and South 
Australian stamps illustrated are generally 
recognized as being of a much higher stand
ard of beauty and elegance than the other 
specimens referred to.

Many philatelists openly avow their pre- 
erence for a stamp of the type of the 5s.

Falkland Islands rather than one of the 
classic simplicity of the British id., black.

The comparison, however, is hardly a fair 
one, for, from a pictorial point of view, it is 
much easier to get finer results from a stamp 
of larger size than one of the ordinary shape.

Another point to be considered is that of 
colour, which usually has a big effect on the 
pleasing or other appearance of a design. 
Many stamps that look quite commonplace 
when printed in one colour would look 
positively handsome if they were allotted 
a different colour. The id., black, of Great 
Britain has a much more striking appear
ance than the stamp issued the following 
year in red, though both are of precisely 
identical design, and were printed from the 
same plates.

Some of the early stamps produced by 
the skill of local artists are dreadful atroci
ties, and even in those localities where the 
modern standard of stamp art is not high, 
it must be admitted that the present labels 
are far superior to the old ones. Take the 
stamps of Victoria as an instance. The

current designs are hardly things of beauty, 
but they show a great improvement on the 
first issues. Or, examine the stamps of 
Sweden, and it will be shown that the 
modern designs are much prettier than that 
in vogue in 1855. I am, of course, referring

strictly to a comparison o f the designs on 
the score of beauty, for no one will gainsay 
that in philatelic interest the very crudity 
and quaintness of many of the old stamps 
makes them unapproachable for purposes of 
specialist study and collection.

Even the crudity of some of the old de-
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signs is to be preferred to the tatvdriness of 
their modern representatives, as witness the 
early Mauritius compared with the current 
set.

Again, I think it will he admitted that 
the roughly produced Sydney Views or 
laureated heads of New South Wales are 
preferable to the insipid designs now in use

on the “  Commonwealth ” 9d., appropriately 
christened the “  Grocery girl ” by a well- 
known Indian philatelist.

In some countries it seems that postage- 
stamp art has retrograded instead of show
ing any improvement with the march of 
time. It is strange that this should be the 
case with an artistic nation like the French, 
but there can be no doubt that the first 
“ Ceres ” design is vastly superior to the 
“ Peace and Commerce,” “ Olivier Merson,” 
“  Sower,” or other types of recent date.

Another continental country that has not 
improved its stamps with time is Belgium, 
for the set of 1865 compares more than 
favourably with the commonplace labels

now in use. This may, however, be due to 
the fact that the former were designed and 
the plates made in London, while the latter 
are purely local productions.

Portraits have been, and even now are, 
the most usual form of design chosen for 
postage stamps, and from many points of 
view they are the most suitable. Yet we 
philatelists ought to be thankful that pictorial 
designs have been largely used in many 
places, for they add enormously to the 
pleasure and interest of collecting. If one’s 
album were nothing more than a portrait 
gallery a good deal of its charm would be lost. 
Though most pictorial stamps suffer from the 
smallness of the space into which the view has 
to be crowded, it must be admitted that the 
majority of them are real works of art on a 
small scale. If on no other point, they are to 
be highly commended for the pleasure and 
knowledge a study of their designs brings. 
Think of the interest engendered by the 
study of scenic views such as those on the

Congo Free State and on the id. Jamaica of 
1900; or the knowledge of natural history

obtained by the study of zoological subjects 
(which formed the subject of an article in
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the last volume of G.S.W .) as depicted on 
the stamps of Liberia, New South Wales, 
French Guinea, etc. ; the pleasure of dipping 
into mythological and legendary lore as is 
necessary for the proper understanding of

reign penny postage became an accomplished 
fact, was portrayed on some thousands of 
stamps, and we cannot do better than study 
a few of these. The portraits shown on those 
stamps produced by Messrs. Perkins Bacon 
and Co., as the early Bahamas, are, of course, 
beyond criticism, though the handsome por
trait shown on the Nova Scotian stamps, 
which were designed and printed by the 
American Bank Note Co. of New York, are 
equally as commendable.

But when we take the rough productions 
of the 1854-5 issues of India, the barbaric

a CHINA. *
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such designs as those of the current issue of 
Greece and the first issue of China ; and the 
intelligent interest that must be taken in 
the native races of humanity as shown on 
such stamps as those of the Congo Free 
State and North Borneo.

A comparison of most of these with the 
earlier issues of the same countries will prove 
that the modern stamps not only show an 
improvement in designs, but are much to be 
preferred on the score of interest.

An excellent method of comparing ancient 
and modern designs is to take the portrait of 
some particular ruler in its various forms as 
shown on different postage stamps. Our

representations on the early Mauritius, the 
caricatures of Victoria and some of the 
Queenslands, or the unpleasing reproductions

on the issues for the Niger Coast, we must 
admit that the more modern designs as

displayed in such types as Cyprus and 
Dominica, or even those of Ceylon and St.

never-to-be-forgotten gracious Sovereign, the 
late Queen Victoria, early in whose glorious

Vincent, show a distinct improvement in 
design.

Who will deny that there is distinct artistic
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merit in the current issues of Natal, British 
Central Africa, Lagos, and most of the other 
King’s Head stamps? They are certainly 
admirably suited for modern needs, and are 
of a wholesome, workmanlike appearance.

All things considered, therefore, I think 
it will be agreed that time and the know
ledge gained by experience have resulted in 
a distinct improvement in the designs of 
modern stamps collectively as compared

with the average specimens of Philately’s 
early days.

HALF PENNYll

D o t e s  o n  t h e  
B r e i t f u s s  C o l l e c t i o n

B y  CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

I
 H A V E  great pleasure in announcing 

that I have priced some of the earlier 
volumes of this celebrated collection.

I began with the British Colonials. The 
following volumes are now ready and on 
sale ; they will be sent on approval to clients 
known to us or against satisfactory business 
references.

V O L U M E  I
W est In d ies , N ev is to V irg in  Is la n d s

In Nevis we have first of all a page of 
essays and colour trials. Then come made- 
up and uncut sheets of the first issues. In 
the issue of 1861 there is a full plate of the 
id., unused, and part of the plate used ; 
4d., rose, a full plate, unused, and part of 
plate used ; 6d., grey-lilac, full plates un
used and used ; is., green, part plate unused, 
and full plate used. O f 1867, engraved, 
perf. 15: id., red, full plate, unused; 4d., 
orange, a fine uncut sheet, with margins, 
unused, with gum. This sheet was bought 
from Moens in October, 1883, for 12s.; it is 
now much rarer (as an uncut sheet) than 
the 4d., lithographed, although in single 
copies the lithographed, unused, are much 
rarer than the engraved. It appears that 
very few sheets of the^engraved were saved; 
but when the lithographed were issued 
eleven years later many more sheets were 
kept entire. O f this engraved 4d. there is 
also a reconstructed sheet, used; is., blue- 
green, part plate unused, and complete plate 
used ; is., yellow-green, a part plate used.

1878. Lithographed: id.,red, two sheets, 
unused, in different shades, and two sheets 
nearly complete, used, as well as many single 
copies and some of the retouches; 4d., 
orange, a part plate, unused, and a full 
plate, used; 6d., grey, a very fine uncut 
plate of twelve types, unused, and two single 
copies, used; is., pale green, entire plate, 
unused, and several copies used ; is., deep 
green, part plate, unused; id., litho., peril 
i i £, a complete plate, unused, and several

used copies. In the later issues the scarcer 
varieties are the Provisionals of 1883 ; the 
black surcharge is here unused, and both 
the mauve and black surcharges are shown 
used on portions of originals, both with 
double surcharge. A  great rarity in the later 
issues is the is., lilac, on the original letter, 
dated “  Nevis, Ju. 19. 90.”

St. Kitts-Nevis.— There is an interesting 
page of colour-trials, including some designs 
with the middles gummed in to show the 
effect of the middle being in various colours.

St. Christopher.— A fine page of essays 
and also some die-proofs, which curiously 
enough are perf. 12. In the issued stamps 
there are many old shades, some interesting 
blocks and some scarce Provisional errors ; 
e.g. the id., our type No. 6, on the 6d., green, 
with double surcharge, and also a variety 
which has not been catalogued by us, i.e. the 
4d. on 6d., green, surcharge clearly double, 
one figure “ 4 ” being quite distinct and 
separate from the other; this should come 
in our Catalogue under No. 28b. An in
teresting envelope is one addressed to 
London and franked by the id., Antigua, 
perf. 14, postmarked “ St. Kitt’s Mr. 14. 90.”

St. Lucia.— Pairs and blocks of the old 
issues with watermark Star and C C, and 
many shades of the issues from 1865 to
1883.

St. Vincent.— A  very fine lot of stamps, 
the unused in several shades, and generally 
with several used copies. Here the old 
prices paid by Mr. Breitfuss are very interest
ing. I give a few examples of fine specimens 
with full gum : is., indigo, cost 3s. gd., its 
price is now 90s. ; the is., brown, bought 
from Moens, in 1881, for 3s., now priced at 
90s.; is., violet-rose, bought from Salzer for 
7s. 6d., in 1882, its value to-day is £26 ; the 
5s., rose-red, watermark Star, bought from 
Whitfield King for 8s., in 1881, its value 
to-day is £ 14  ; 4d. on is., vermilion', bought 
from Dr. Viner for 10s., in 1881, its value 
now is .£20.
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Tobago.— There is practically everything, 
unused and used, in shades. The ,£1, 
watermark C C and full gum, bought 
from Moens for 28s., its value is now 5. 
There are also some interesting errors in 
double surcharges, etc.

Trinidad.— There is quite a good lot of 
this much-sought-for country. Firstly must 
be noted a beautiful specimen of the “  Lady 
McLeod” ; the letter was sent in 1847, but 
the stamp missed the obliteration, and it is 
the most perfect unused copy that I have 
ever seen ; there is also a used copy ; 1851, 
this issue is very strong, there are many 
shades, unused, and most of the used are in 
pairs and singles. The blue lithographed 
stamps, 1852 to 1860, are represented by no 
fewer than twenty-three copies; many of 
them are exceedingly fine early impressions. 
The later issues in the varieties of perfora
tion and watermark are fairly complete, 
although the unused might certainly be 
stronger. O f the issues of 1896 to 1901 
there is a considerable number of interesting 
essays and trials of colours. In the essays 
1 notice several designs for the 3d. Provi
sional, which I do not think was ever issued.

Turks Islands.— These stamps are exceed
ingly fine ; there are many sheets and blocks 
which could not be duplicated anywhere. 
In the better things I note the is., 1873, lilac, 
unused and used. In the Provisionals of 
1881 there are two full sheets, each of thirty 
stamps, of the $d. on id. as well as a number 
of singles and blocks ; 2$d. on 6d., black, 
a fine block of four; 2.Jd. on is., lilac, a 
superb corner block of nine with full gum, 
and showing different types of the surcharge, 
also a pair showing two other types, and 
several single copies ; 2jd. on is., blue, a 
vertical strip of three from the right-hand 
side of the sheet, the lower corner stamp 
being the rare variety with the thick “ 1 ” and 
narrow “ 2” in the fraction ; 2jd. on id., red, 
both types unused ; 4d. on id., red, both 
types unused and used ; 4d. on ts., lilac, a 
fine horizontal pair, unused and used on part 
of original.

Virgin Islands.— An interesting page of 
essays, and a fine lot of the early stamps, 
unused and used.

VO LU M E II
B r itis h  C o lo n ie s  in  N o r th  A m e r i c a

In my opinion this is the finest volume of 
the whole collection. It has been very in
teresting to me to buy back so many “ old 
friends. My readers will remember that I 
had on sale in 1896-8 the beautiful collec
tion formed by Mr. Fred Ayer, of Bangor, 
Maine, U.S.A. The late Mr. Theodore 
Notthafft, of St Petersburg, was a great 
lover of the stamps of British North America, 
and he bought very extensively; the result 
is that once more I have many of the finest 
items from that celebrated collection.

In Canada there are several pages of 
essays and colour-trials ; many of them are,
I think, of great rarity. Of the issued stamps 
there is a magnificent lot of beautiful speci
mens of great rarities. I have space for 
mentioning only a few of the best; 1851, 
laid paper, two of the 3d., unused ; two of 
the 6d., unused ; I2d., superb unused, and 
two fine used ; 6d., on wove paper, five un
used, and a number used, including several 
pairs, some on letters. O f the 6d., green, 
and the iod., blue, there is a number of 
superb copies, most of the unused with full 
gum, and some pairs of each on letters. 
The 6d., perforated, four unused, and one 
used; a rare item is half of the 6d., 
perforated, used on letter for a 3d. stamp. 
O f the later issues there is a magni
ficent lot of shades unused; e.g. in the 
10 c., 1859, there are no fewer than sixteen 
unused, including the 10 c., black-brown, 
with gum. O f the errors of 1859, i.e. stamps 
issued imperf. accidentally, I note the 5 c. 
and 12  ̂ c., both used, with large margins, 
and singles and pairs of stamps of the other 
values, generally with full gum. There is 
also a number of bisected stamps of the 
pence and cents issues, used for half their 
values.

British Columbia.— 5 c., rose, imperf., two 
copies, one being used on original letter; 
10 c., imperf., two unused, and a pair and a 
single used. The later issues in both per
forations are complete, used and unused, 
including a number of pairs and stamps on 
original letters.

Nova Scotia.— This opens with a couple 
of pages of essays and a set of reprints ; 
then come some beautiful pages of the old 
stam ps; e.g. 6d., green, three copies un
used ; four single copies used, and a strip of 
four and a block of four of the 6d.. yellow- 
green. Of the is. there is one fine copy 
unused, and three used, with another copy 
used on original letter, but unfortunately 
pen-stroked. There are about fifteen entire 
envelopes franked by bisected stamps in 
many combinations.

New Brunswick.— These stamps are per
haps even finer than those of Nova Scotia. 
There is a page of essays, a set of the re
prints, and in the is. stamps two unused 
and four used, one on portion o original 
letter; then comes a number ol bisected 
stamps on letters, including that extreme 
rarity the is., bisected diagonally, and used 
for a sixpenny rate. Of the celebrated Con
nell stamp there are two copies, and a proof 
on thick paper.

Prince Edward Island.— Here are some 
extremely rare essays and trials taken from 
the die before the name or the value had 
been put in. There is a nice lot of the later 
issues, the rarities, perf. 9, being exception
ally ftne. Bisections of Prince Edward
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Island are especially rare, and here we have 
some of the rarest varieties known.

Newfoundland.— One of the finest pages 
in the volume is that devoted to the scarlet- 
vermilion and orange-vermilion stamps. I 
must say that I have never seen a finer lot 
in one collection. O f the former there is 
a full set, unused ; the rare 4d. and 6d. are 
superb copies with large margins. There 
are two shades of the i s ,  with full gum and 
large margins, and there is also almost a 
complete double set, used. In the orange- 
vermilion there are three copies of the 4d., 
unused, one being of superb colour and 
with full gum ; three of the 6d., unused, two 
being fine, with gum ; and one of the is., 
unused, a specimen with exceedingly large 
margins and brilliant colour. In the used 
orange-vermilion there are three copies of 
the is., and of course a number of the com
moner values. In the later issues there are 
many interesting blocks, and in the bisected 
stamps the best thing doubtless is half of 
the is., scarlet-vermilion, used as a 6d.

Mr. Breitfuss included in this volume the 
Confederate States of America. In the ex
tremely interesting “ Local” issues used 
during the Civil War there are many good 
things and some exceedingly fine ones, 
which came mostly front the Ayer Collection, 
I think. The stamps are unusually interest
ing, as they were collected mainly on the old 
envelopes, and in that form they are cer
tainly to be appreciated highly. There are :—

Athens.— Three copies of the 5 c., plum.
Baton Rouge.— Two of the 5 c., carmine 

and green.
Charleston.— Three of the 5 c., blue, and 

a number of envelopes of the 5 c., 5 c. +  5 c., 
including a used copy dated from Charles
ton, September 3, 1861.

Lenoir.— Two of the 5 c.
Memphis.— 2 c., blue, used on letter, and 

many shades of the common 5 c.
Mobile.— 2 c., black, unused, and three 

used.
Nashville.— About fifteen copies, the best 

being a very nice specimen of the 10 c., 
green, on bluish paper.

Petersburg.— Four copies on letters.
Tellico Plains.— Two of the 5 c.
Danville.— A  fine 5 c.
There are also many other commoner 

“ Locals * and a number of letters franked 
by stamps used during the war, with a fine 
lot of shades of the general issues.

V O LU M E  III
M au ritiu s, N a ta l, e tc .

This is a very valuable volume, and it 
contains the greatest rarity in the collection ; 
this is the id., red, PO ST O FFIC E . O f the 
other native Mauritius there are about one 
hundred copies, three partly remade plates

of the id., red, and three of the 2d., blue ; 
there are many early specimens such as can 
be met with only seldom nowadays. There 
are four of the large fillet, 1859 ; of the 
small fillet there are two, unused, one being 
very early, and a number of singles and 
pairs of this stamp. O f the Greek-border 
stamps there are two pennies, unused, and a 
pair and two singles, used. O f the other 
issues the best stamp is the Britannia, is., 
dark green, perforated, unused, with gum, 
but with some of the perforations clipped 
off. In the later issues are most of the 
“  errors ” with double and inverted sur
charges.

Seychelles.— Here is a good lot, with prac
tically all the errors, e g. inverted and double 
surcharges, and in one case even a triple 
surcharge of the 18 c. on 4;.

Natal.— A big lot of the 1857 issue, native 
prints on a kind of blotting-paper ; no fewer 
than thirty-nine copies, with five of the 6d., 
green, three of the 9d., and three of the is., 
and a pair of the 3d., printed tete-beche. 
Unluckily many of these stamps are in poor 
state, very few being really fine. The sur
charged stamps are interesting ; there are 
six of the rare is., and many errors in the 
later issues.

Sierra Leone.— A very nice lo t ; many 
good shades, and a page of interesting 
proofs and essays.

St. Helena.— A good lot of the early 
stamps in pairs, blocks, and scarce shades.

British South and Central Africa.— A l
most complete, showing many errors.

Madagascar.— A  good set of the large 
stamps in all the colours.

V OLU M E IV 
N ew  S o u th  W a les

A  valuable volume, as Mr. Breitfuss plated 
everything that could be plated. In the 
Sydney Views there are remade sheets 
of all the values in every plate, about three 
hundred copies altogether. The id. stamps 
are exceptionally fine, with a number of 
beautiful pairs. There are only about six 
copies unused, as Mr. Breitfuss never had 
the chance to acquire many of them.

The Laureated stamps also have all been 
plated, and the different id., 2d., and 3d. 
stamps are all nearly complete. O f the 6d. 
there are three plates, Plate I being in 
brown and in black-brown, and the re-en
graved arranged only in one colour; these 
three plates are nearly complete, and are an 
exceptionally fine lot of a stamp which is 
certainly increasing in value. O f the rare 
8d., orange, there are only about a dozen. 
The square stamps, 1854-60, are a good lot, 
both imperf. and per?., the set perf. 12, 
unused, being especially worthy of attention. 
The issues 1871 to 1885 are distinctly poor. 
Mr. Breitfuss apparently did not pay much
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attention either to the watermarks or to the 
perforations in this interesting and difficult 
series. Thus there are very few rare items 
in this section. The O.S. stamps are fairly 
good, with few of the rarities. The Tele
graph stamps are complete, including the 
very rare high values.

VO LU M E V 
V ic to r ia

This is an exceptionally fine lot, and I con
sider it the best of the Australian volumes in 
the Breitfuss Collection. The first - type 
stamps are very strong indeed. There are 
many rare unused varieties and a magnifi
cent lot of used in all three values. This is 
a difficult lot to describe ; but they are well 
worthy of the attention of the most advanced 
collector. As showing the strength of this 
issue, I may mention there are seven copies 
in varying shades of the 2d., fine border and 
fine background. In the following issues we

9 1

find in the 2d., Queen on throne, that plates 
have been made of the engraved and litho
graphed, used, and in the unused stamps an 
attempt has been made to replate, there 
being no fewer than twenty specimens of 
the 2d., engraved, and twenty-four of the 
2d., lithographed. This is one of the best 
lots we have ever seen. The issues of 1857 
to 1861 are very strong, and include a fine 
lot of unused. The “ emblems” are fairly 
good ; there are about twenty unused, and 
a large number of used. W e find a new 
variety to be chronicled ; i.e. the 4d., Em
blems, no watermark, perf. 12, laid vertically, 
instead of being laid horizontally. This 
should come in as a new variety under the 
number of “ 67a” in our Catalogue. In the 
later issues I can speak only of a few 
things ; thus, the 4d., beaded oval, water
mark “ Five shillings,” unused. In the 6d., 
blue, 1871, there is a great rarity, the error 
watermark double-line “ 2.”

F o n g e n i e s  a n d  R e p r i n t s
Hou> to Detect Them
B y REV. ROBERT B. EAREE
B R IT ISH  G U IA N A —continued 
Issu e o f 18 5 2 ., 1 c .. m agen ta  

Genuine. — Lithographed (?), in black, on 
thick, magenta-faced, white wove paper, unper

forated. The catalogues call 
the colour “ magenta” ; but 
I should rather name it 
“ crimson.” The i of i 
c e n t  has no head-stroke; 
the C forms part of a circle ; 
both upper limbs of the E 
are almost exactly of equal 
length. The line, in the 
shield, forming the bottom of 
the sea, if prolonged right 
and left, would cut well into 

theBof Br it is h  andthelastAof g u ia n a . The tail 
of the Q of QUE hangs straight downwards; and the 
vertical stroke of the p of p a t im u s , if prolonged 
downwards, would pass between the letters vi of 
vicissim . The M of this latter word stands 
exactly centrally under the u, and the stop after 
it stands centrally under the s of p a t im u s . The 
outer frame of the stamp is much thicker all 
round than even the thickest part of the outline 
of the shield. To the left of the ship are two 
forts, close together; the right-hand one showing 
three battlements; the other displaying four, with 
three loop-holes for cannon. The masts of the 
large ship slope very much to the right, so that 
the central mast, if prolonged upwards, would 
pass almost clear to the right of the t  of c e n t  
above it. There is a very thin, light-coloured 
streak, along the centre of the hull, so thin that 
it can hardly be traced the whole length of the 
vessel. To the right of the vessel, and apparently

at a great distance in the offing, there is a three- 
masted ship, small, but perfectly distinct.

Forged.— Lithographed, on thin, rather hard, 
smooth and shiny, magenta-faced white wove 
paper. (This is realty magenta.) The i has 
evident traces of an oblique head-stroke; the c of 
c e n t  forms part of an oval, and shows a small 
head, which is not the case with the genuine; the 
central tongue of the E is considerably shorter 
than the upper limb. The line in the shield, repre
senting the bottom outline of the sea, if prolonged 
right and left, would almost graze the R of BRITISH, 
and pass quite clear between the N and last A of 
g u ia n a . The tail of the Q of QUE slopes 
obliquely down to the right. The vertical stroke 
of the p of p a t im u s , if prolonged downwards, 
would pass almost centrally through the V of 
v ic iss im . The m of this latter word stands 
centrally under the space between the letters US 
of PATIMUS ; and the stop, which is very faint, is 
far to the right of the s of p a t im u s . The outer 
frame of the stamp is scarcely so thick as the 
thickest part of the outline of the shield. The 
point of the shield is above the space between the 
letters pa  of p a t im u s . T o the left of the ship 
there are two very faint buildings, the right-hand 
one looking like a lighthouse, and much higher, 
instead of lower, than the other. The masts of 
the ship are almost upright; so that the central 
mast, if prolonged upwards, would cut well into 
the N of c e n t . There is a broad, and very 
distinct light-coloured streak along the hull. 
There is an extremely faint indication of a one- 
masted vessel to the right of the large one, but 
even in the microscope it is very indistinct.

0M4US PATIMUS 
QUt VICISSIM.

• {To be continued*)
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Hett)  I s s u e s
B y  W. P. B. 1

Correspondents should notice that a ll m atters relating to new issues have been taken over by M r. F ra n k  Phillips, 
391 S tr a n d , L o n d o n , W .C ., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliestpossible  
information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from  the colonies in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address.

Afghanistan.— Last year it was given out that 
the use of postage stamps was to be discontinued 
here, but evidently the new Amir has thought 
better of the decision, for a new series is now 
announced. We have seen one value which we 
are told is i abasi. The design is engraved in 
lai/le-douce and appears to be that of a gateway 
and flags. The shape is an upright rectangle, 
and the used copy we examined was blue-green 
and imperf. We understand the stamp also 
exists with a kind of zigzag roulette. We hope 
to illustrate and give further particulars later.

.W?i/ type. (a) fntperf. (/>) Zigzag roulette.
Unused. Used. 

s. ti. s. d .
i  abasi, blue-green (<») . —  —
t „ „ (*) • . . -  -

British Guiana.— We have seen the 6o c., 
with multiple wmk. and chalky surface.

Gibraltar.— Enwt's Weekly (27.7.07) has in
formation that the recent printing of 2id., lilac 
and black on blue, on multiple paper, only con
sisted of 200 sheets (of 120 stamps each), of 
which 75 sheets were bought up by local investors. 
The stamp will be scarcer than we thought when 
writing last week’s paragraph. Subscribers to 
Gibbons’ New Issue Service will reap the advan
tage, as all the boxes received this stamp at 15 
per cent, over face, whilst the supply for our 
publishers’ retail trade was very limited.

Italy.— It is refreshing, in these days of 
multitudinous issues for commemorative or 
charitable purposes, to read of one that was pro
jected l>eing “ nipped in the bud.” The Giomale 
dei Collezioniste of Rome (June, 1907) waxes en
thusiastic about a suggestion (with design and 
scheme complete) made by a minor postal official, 
to issue a special postage stamp to commemorate 
the centenary of the birth of Garibaldi, the festi
vals for which have lately been held. Our 
readers will doubtless be pleased to hear that the 
Minister of Posts, Signor Schanzer, promptly re
fused his permission. We understand efforts are 
now to be made to have the design adopted for 
a “ charity” stamp, but let us hope to meet w'ith 
a like fate.

Kiautchou.— Another value has made its ap
pearance on the watermarked paper.

Ship tyfe . M ultiple. Chalky.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s, d,
60 c., green and rosine . —  —

Dutch Indies.— The gulden now current in
Holland exists either p e r f .  i i ^ x i i  or 1 1  a l l  

round. This stamp was surcharged for use in 
the Dutch Colonies. At present the Catalogue 
only lists the provisional *dth the first perforation. 
Mr. M. Z. Booleman shows us a copy perf. 11 
all round, so consistency demands its inclusion in 
the lists.

Stamp 0 /H olland surcharged. Per/, n .  

on a | g .,  dull lilac (becomes 94a).

Colonial type.

i  d o l . , c a r m i n e

Leeward Islands. -
has been shown the id.

Wmk. Lozenges.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.

-T h e  D.B.Z. ( n .7.07) 
in one colour.

K ing 's H ead. Ordinary paper. M ultiple wmk.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
xd., carmine . . . . —
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Mauritania.— A French firm lists three pro
visional Postage Due stamps made by overprint
ing the ordinary 5 c., to c., and 20 c. stamps of 
1906 with a capital “ T ”  in a triangle. This is not 
a new device, nor confined to one country, but in 
previous cases the alleged overprint has turned 
out to be nothing more than a cancellation, and 
we have little doubt that the same explanation 
fits the present case. This section of the French 
West African territories was so little known when 
its stamps were first announced, that it was quite 
a job to get definite information from Paris as to 
its location. Correspondents may not have cared 
to risk good postage on letters to such hazy 
whereabouts. Hence, possibly, the pressing need 
of the alleged provisionals. No excuse exists for 
overprinting now, as the colony is supplied with 
a full set of Postage Due stamps of the very ugly 
type peculiar to French West Africa.

Santander and Cucuta. — In our issue for 
20 July we chronicled a lot of rubbish for this 
department of Colombia. The sales must have 
been good, or of great promise, notwithstanding 
that our publishers did not deem the treasures 
tempting at eight times face value, for we copy 
from Le Journal de Philatelistes a still bigger 
batch of similar things. Further comment is 
needless; but we cannot refrain from printing the 
following verses from an eminent philatelic writer 
apropos of the occasion. The Limerick season 
must be our excuse, for we dare not in our humble 
position criticize their intrinsic merit nor look this 
philatelic “ gift horse in the mouth.

An album o f stamps of Cucuta full
Could hardly be reckoned as beautifu l;

And surcharges are printed 
In number unstinted

For reasons which seem quite inscrutable.

Mauritius.—According to Messrs. Th. Cham
pion and Co., the I rupee has appeared on 
multiple C A paper. Several of the large-sized 
stamps which formerly were on Crown C C  have 
been appearing lately on the multiple Crown C A 
paper, and, seeing that the fresh supply of the 
Barbados Nelson stamps came on the latter, 
probably the old paper is now exhausted and the 
object of the introduction of one paper for all 
sir.es of stamps is now being gradually attained.

Value in  second colour. M ultip le  wmk.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 r., grey-black and carmine on grey  —  —

Montenegro.—We illustrate the type of the 
high values of the new' series here.

It is interesting to note that the value is written 
2 pare and z krune on the 2 p. and 2 k. re* 
spectively, and referring to them we cull the fol
lowing philological tit-bit from Ewens /Vcckly
(13.7.07):—

The spellings “ pare”  and “ krune”  are not errors, but 
really a survival o f an old dual form. Modern grammar, 
however, requires a  noun to agree in number, gender, and 
case with i,  but afte ' 2, 3, and 4 it must be put in the 
eenitive singular, and after 5 in the genitive plural. As in 
feminine Serbian notms the genitive plural is the same 
as nominative singular, kruna  remains unchanged, but 
2 krune requires genitive singular.

It is evident we must rub up our Slavonic to 
keep pace with this, but we still wait an answer 
to our riddles propounded in the issue of 13 July.

T o  do the same thing at Santander,
W as enough to raise any one’s dander; 

Hut they &aid, It’s no use,
W bat is sauce for the goose 

Is equally sauce for the gander.
(Or, What is sauce for Cucuse,
Is equally sauce for Santander.)
So w hy to the Strand should we pander?

Starn/s 0/  Santander.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
Medio C vo ., in black, on 50 c ., m auve. —  —
U N  ,, in blue, on 1 p., black . —  —

,, ,, in black, on t p ., blue . —  —
2 Cvs., in red, on 5 c ., yellow-green —  —
2 Centavos, in black, on 5 C-, blue-green —  —
2 ,» jn green, on 10 c., rose —  —
2 ,,  in black, on 20 c., green . —  —
2 ,,  jn blue, on 5 p., rose . —  —
2 ,, in black, on 10 p., carmine —  —
2 »* in gr^en, on 10 p., red —  —
Medio centavo, in black, on 50 c., red

(T yp e 3 > ) ..................................... —  —
Stam ps 0/  Cucuta.

Medio C vo ., in red, on 50 c., lilac . —  —
Un f, in bitch, on 1 c ., black . —  —

„  ,,  in blue, on 1 p., yellow —  —
,, „  „  on 1 p., mauve . —  —

2 Cvs. „  on 5 c , green on
y e l l o w ...............................................—  —

2 Centavos, in blue, on 10 c., brown on
y e l l o w .............................................. —  —

2 Centavos, in black, on 20 c., chocolate —  —

South Australia.— Our publishers have re
ceived a supply of the £d., green, small-sized 
stamps, and the 6d., blue-green, long type, both 
on Commonwealth paper, with the Crown and 
single-line A wmk. peculiar to South Australia. 
It is interesting to recall that this wmk. was at 
first supposed to be the one that was to be used 
for all the Commonwealth issues, but there have 
since been several types. The paper for the £d. 
value is fully described in the M J. (May, 1905), 
and G.S.W. (10.6.05), and the arrangement of 
the sheets in the M.J. for February, 1906. As 
pointed out in the AI.J. for September, 1906, the
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error a u s t r l a i a  no longer exists in the marginal 
inscription, and there is a serial number in black 
as well as in red in the upper right-hand margin 
of each sheet. The 6d. sheets are made up of two 
panes of thirty (three rows of ten), one above the 
other, with a narrow blank space between the 
two. The sheets are enclosed in a frame made of 
a thick line in the colour of the stamp, and they 
bear a serial number reading downward in black 
in the right-hand margin at the end of the first 
row.

Wnik. Crozvn A. Per/, la x  n j .
Unused. Used. 

s. d. 5. d.
id .,  g r e e n ..................................... o i —

Same Per/, xa.
6d., blue-green . . . . 0 8  —

Spanish Guinea.— According to the Bulletin 
Moisinl Champion (25 July, 1907), another value 
should be added to the list we gave, in our issue 
for 27 July, of Elobey stamps overprinted for use 
here.

Stam ps o f  Elobey, i$©5 issue, overprinted.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
10 p., l a k e ..................................... —  —

Straits Settlements.— Der Philatelist (15 July, 
1907) chronicles the 4 c. in one colour, probably 
from a specimen copy. Our excellent contem
porary is generally to the front with records of 
novelties, but we fear that many are on the 
strength of advance copies only, and not from 
issued stamps. It would save the dealer, post- 
office officials, and collectors much annoyance if 
philatelic journalists would refrain from these 
*1 advance ”  announcements. In the presen t case, 
if this 4 c., carmine, is not already in issue, it 
will doubtless be so shortly, and possibly also the 
S c. will experience a change in colour. An 
attempt has been made to fix the Straits dollar

as 2s. 4d., but without much success; it has 
varied since the first efforts from 2s. 3d. to 2s. 8d. 
The 8 c. averages about right for the 2̂ d. value, 
but 4 c. is a little too much for the id. rate. 
Still, the 1 c. in green, the Postal Union colour, 
is less than £d., so altogether things are not far 
out.

A reference was made last week to the quanti
ties of Labuan stamps overprinted for use here. 
The authorities refused any information until 
now as to the quantities printed, and, though the 
first issue took place early in January, it was not 
till early in March or late in February that any 
intimation reached London. By then all the I c. 
and 2 c. had been snapped up, and subsequently 
the 3 c. were promptly exhausted. Collectors 
can now appreciate the difficulties of London 
dealers in obtaining a supply and fixing an equit
able price for these unnecessary evils. Most of 
the supplies came from speculators, and, to use a 
colloquialism, the latter “ opened their mouth 
very wide.,;

Xing's H ead, Ordinary M ultiple,
P rinted in one colour.

Unused. Used. 
t . d. s. d .

4 C., carmine . . . .  —  —

Tasmania.—There was a reference in our issue 
of 27 July to a is., perf. 11. As we then sup
posed, it is the bicoloured stamp, and it will be
come 212  ̂in the Catalogue.

We have been shown a new shade of the 2d., 
Crown and A (both with perf. 12$ and with perf. 
11), which we should call mattve. A corre
spondent points out that on the fourth stamp in 
the eighth row of each pane there is a flaw in 
the plate which leaves a large white blotch just 
above the masts of the vessel to the left. This 
was constant in the supply of the new* shade just 
to hand, but our correspondent says that on some 
later sheets he purchased the flaw was not ap
parent.

Queens H ead type. IVmh V  and Crown. Per/. 1*.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
is ., rose and green . . .  —  —

View 0/ Hobart Wmk. Crown over A . N ew  shade. 
ad., mauve {.per/, ia j)  . . o  3 —
ad., mauve (p er/  u )  . . . 0 6  —
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Transvaal. —  We copy from the M.J\ as 
follows : —

A correspondent o f The S , C. F .  says: “ The current 
issue of Transvaal stamps, viz. 2d., a jd ., 3d., ^d., and 6d., 
are now printed on a  very thick laid paper." This sounds 
improbable, so improbable that we omitted to quote the 
news when we first read it, but it has not been contradicted 
(or indeed confirmed), and it may be that the Crown in the 
watermark ofTended the susceptibilities of some of our 
fellow-subjects out there. The same correspondent adds : 
* The 3d. was issued in a very pale shade of yellowish 
green, but has now reverted to its original ' sage-green.’ "

The set of Postage Due stamps mentioned 
last week consists of the following values: 
id., id., 2d., 3d., 5d., 6d , and is. We have 
seen the first four, and the style recalls the 
similar stamps of Grenada. They are of the 
same size, and have a blank space in the centre 
for the value. This central space, however, is 
upright rectangular, and is completed at the top, 
somewhat like a shield, with a curved band con
taining the word p o s t a g e , whilst a scroll with 
the word DUE cuts into the bottom line; on either 
side is foliated ornamentation showing in white. 
At the top and bottom of the stamps are straight 
labels having the words T r a n s v a a l  and p o s t  
o f f i c e  respectively, also showing in white. 
Except in the case of the 2d. and is., the value is 
in blaekt and is almost identical in type with the 
Postage Due stamps of Grenada. The 2d. is 
printed in one colour, whilst on the is. the value 
is in carmine. All are on multiple ordinary paper 
and perf. 14.

Postage D ue Stamp. V a lu e  in  second  colou r.
Unused. Used. 

s . d . s. d .
§d., blue-green anti black . . —
xd., scarlet „  —  —
2d., orange-brown . . .  —  —
3d., blue and black . . .  —  —
5d., violet ,, . . .  —  —
6d., red-brown and black . —  —
is ., black and carmine . —  —

Trinidad.—The following extract from the 
M.J, is instructive :—

Le T  •/’. contains an article upon what are described as 
“  Little-known Surcharges of Trinidad," by which are 
meant the marks “  Too late " and “ fee,” which are to be 
found upon various stamps of this colony. W e beg to 
assure our contemporary that these things are perfectly 
well known, and that their nature has been explained over 
and over again ; still it may be well to do it once more. 
The words “ too late’* were not a surcharge, but a  post
mark, applied to letters upon which the late fee of 6d. had 
been paid; occasionally it was struck upon the stamps 
upon these letters, when it served as an obliteration, or an 
additional obliteration. It was also impressed, l>y request, 
upon stamps rupphed to collectors and dealers, which were 
thus “ postmarked to order.” The stamps surcharged

“  f e e  "  are fiscals, and have nothing to do with postage of 
any kind, but are used upon certain judicial documents.

Another high value is said to have appeared on 
the multiple paper, and we notice a foreign 
dealer prices it unused and used. In this case it 
is the wmk. CA over Crown that is superseded.

Britannia type. Wmk. M ultiple Crown C  A.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
5s., purple and mauve . —  —

A  S P L E N D I V  S T A R T  
T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T

P acket N o. 67, 1000 varieties. T h is  packet con
tains 1000 different Stam ps (and no Envelopes, 
Bands, and Cards), and is the cheapest packet 
ev er offered by  S . G ., L td ., satisfaction bein g  
absolutely guaranteed. T h e  price it is offered at 
is the low est ev er quoted for such a collection, 
em bracin g  as it does scores o f scarce varieties* 
provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and 
obsolete varieties.

15s., post-free and registered.

T H E  Y O U N G  
C O L L E C T O R 'S  P A C K E T

No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly  recom m ended 
as the cheapest collection o f 500 different Stam ps 
ever offered—the Stam ps could not be bought 
separately for three tim es the marvellously low 
price at which it is now offered. T h e  Stam ps, e tc ., 
are clean, picked specim ens fit for any collection. 
T h e  best 500 varieties in the trade.

4s. id ., post-free.
Stanley Gibbona, Ltd.,
391 S tra n d , London, W .C .

N.B.— The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from  

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391  Strand, London, W.C.
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Special Correspondence
© u p  T r a n s v a a l  L e t t e r

N y l st r o o m , 4 J u ly, 1907

T HE elections are over, the new Parliament 
is sitting, and we are now a full-blown self- 
governing colony. Will this affect the 

postage stamps? It has affected the flag; we 
have now the new one officially sanctioned; it is 
the old Vierkleur (red, white, and blue with 
green stripe) and the Union Jack in the left upper 
corner. Who says that we shall not have a new 
stamp issue with a typical Transvaal view of 
some kind, with or without the King's Head in 
a corner? Everything is possible in the Trans
vaal.

Yes, even Postage Due stamps. Who would have 
thought that we should have a dearth of blue 
pencils here? I find plenty are still obtainable in 
the local stores, but evidently Government cannot 
get any. I inspected the stamp stock in the local 
post office, and cannot say that the new Due stamps 
are beauties. They are of rectangular frame and the 
same size as the postage stamps, perforated 14, on 
multiple watermarked paj>er; have the value in 
large numerals in the centre printed in black, except 
in the 2 p. value, which has the same in orange. 
The values are : —

£ p., green, with black numeral in centre.
1 p., red „  „  ,, „
2 p., orange ,, orange ,, ,,
3 p., blue ,, black ,, ,,
5 p., lilac ,, ,, ,, ,,
6 p., brown „  ,, ,, ,,

The sheets consist of four panes of 60 stamps, 
with the usual margins.

Of course I wanted to buy some unused sets, 
and of course the Postmaster refused, stating that 
he could not sell them to the public. Well, if I had 
got into Parliament at the last elections I know I 
would have got some, as I should have been the 
only philatelist in that assembly. I would have 
soon brought in a motion to sell as many of these 
stamps as the public would have cared to buy, but 
now I must take other steps ; but I will get them 
all the same. In the meantime, I enclose a used 
specimen for illustration to show how the new 
article looks. *

I may as well describe the procedure of getting 
these stamps. I called at the Post Office and pre
sented a letter minus stamps addressed to myself. 
The Postmaster weighed it, wrote on it “ T. 2 p." 
with blue pencil, filled in a form with pen and ink, 
and placed this in my private box. I promptly 
opened this, took out the form and presented it 
over the counter with two pennies; the Postmaster 
then took two Penny Due stamps, stuck them on 
the letter, defaced them with date stamp, and 
handed the letter over to me. I considered the 
work “ red-tape." I asked if the Due stamps 
were stuck on the letters, etc., as soon as short

age was noticed, but was told the blue-pencil 
mark only, and that when the article was claimed, 
then only were the Due stamps affixed and defaced.

An official notice was issued dated G.P.O., 
Johannesburg, 24 June, 1907, informing the general 
public that from 1 July, 1907, Postage Due labels 
will be used by the Department for bringing to 
account all surcharges collected on unpaid and 
insufficiently paid correspondence. Members of 
the public are requested not to accept delivery of 
such correspondence unless Postage Due labels 
of the amount of the surcharge are affixed to 
the article in exchange for the cash paid and can
celled by the delivery officer. Postage Due labels 
will be used for this purpose only. They will not 
be sold to the public, and they are not valid for 
the prepayment of postage.

Now this sounds business-like, but will the 
local public understand it ?

Somehow or another I cannot believe that 
these labels will be permanent; they have been 
tried in other countries and found wanting, and 
are as yet not required in Great Britain or 
Germany, both of which countries lead in postal 
stationery, and look very keenly after pennies.

Business is very bad out here; locusts and strikes 
are with us, and consequently there is very 
little doing in the stamp line. The two Philatelic 
Societies in Johannesburg are going on steadily; 
the one is harping on the Ideal Catalogue question, 
which I fear is just as likely to be settled here as 
in Europe. I have a very large exchange corre
spondence spread over the four quarters of the 
globe, and carried on in four leading languages, 
and I use all the leading catalogues of the world ; 
but I have never met a correspondent as yet who 
uses the catalogue of the French Philatelic Society 
of Paris as an exchange basis. Now there must 
be a reason for this. Does this suggest that a 
dealer's price list, as all the catalogues at present 
are, is a surer guide to actual value, as far as 
;£.s.d. are concerned, when it comes to a realization 
of a collection?

The Ideal is to collect for collecting's sake, and 
the man who does that is all right and usually 
comes out square. Even should he have a loss when 
realizing, he can afford it, as this is counter
balanced by the pleasure he derived from the 
collecting. But are we all of this class ? and can 
we afford to ignore the mercenary side of our 
hobby ?

Well, I am only human, and not an Idealist. I 
have had some thirty years’ experience of buying 
and selling stamps, and also know the London 
auction rooms, and I believe that facts are facts, 
and that it is of no use kicking against them, be
cause I found out that facts remain facts even in 
the Transvaal.

E. T a m s e n .

E ditoria l Addrtss—  E d w a r d  J .  N a n k i v b l l , Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W . B bbmdok &  Son, Ltd ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London, M .C
10 August, 1907.
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Go$$ip of the Moutt
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
New Zealand Shades

IT is not often that 1 waste time reading 
my own stuff after it is published, but 1 
did happen to read last week’s Gossip, 

and 1 was horrified to find an unfinished 
sentence on page 81.

I seem to have written :—
Shades are abundant in some o f the values, notably In 

the id., 3d., 4d., sd., 6d., and is. ; and some o f these 
shades, especially the 5d., sepia, of the Waterlow printing, 
the yellow-green 6d. o f the first colonial prints, and the 
welhknown fiery b lo o d ied  is., singledined N  Z, perf. n .

And there I left it. It is no use trying the 
usual dodge of shifting the blame on to the 
printers, for Brendon and Son, of Plymouth, 
for accuracy have, in my humble opinion and 
long experience, no peers in the printing 
world ; so I can only conclude that I must 
have been dining at Sevenoaks.

Let me now complete that unfortunate 
sentence by saying that 1 meant to add, the 
shades enumerated of the 5d., 6d., and is. 
are very scarce.

Australian makeshift issues 
ONCE more we are reminded of the fact 
that a close and unremitting watch is needed 
to keep pace with the varieties that are 
being turned out by our Australian friends. 
Mr. Hagen tells us that the New South 
Wales machine that did the perf. 12 had to 
be repaired, and it has been returned with a 
set of needles that perf. 11£, and, to further 
complicate matters, while it was being re
paired a perf. 11 machine was used to 
perforate needed supplies.

The lod. seems to have been one of the 
values that had to be perforated by the 11 
machine, and copies are so scarce that they 
are being offered at 5s. each.

No “ Gumpap” Australia 
Mv friends o f the Australian Philatelist 
have worked themselves into a towering rage 
over a little chaff from the genial pen of 
Major Evans in the M onthly Journal. He 
is indicted for “ sneering at the British New

Guinea stamps surcharged ‘ Papua’ by call
ing them ‘ gumpaps,’ ” and he is reminded 
that “  a reference to the past history of all the 
Australian States before federation, and of 
the Commonwealth postal authorities since, 
will show that neither bodies have been in a 
hurry to issue stamps merely for the purpose 
of foisting them on collectors."

Whoa ! steady there !
What about the Disease Plasters of 

Victoria, and the postmarked to order O.S. 
stamps of New South Wales, eh?

But the Australian blood is up, and he 
threatens to hit back. As the Major comes 
of the Royal Artillery, it will be a case of 
12 pounders for two and coffee for one.

W hat no fellah can understand
T h e  A u s tr a lia n  c a n n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  th e  
e d ito rs  o f  th e  M onthly Journal a n d  th e  
Philatelic Journal o j Great B ritain  b o th  
s n e e r  a t th e  p o p u la r  s ta m p s , a n d  y e t  th e  
p ro p r ie to r s  o ffe r  th e m  fo r  sa le .

Well, the explanation seems to me a simple 
matter— the stamp dealer is a sinful man at 
best, but the editor is a philosopher who 
labours day and night without ceasing to 
make the world worth living in.

And did not this same excellent Australian 
Philatelist pitch into the Exhibition issue 
of New Zealand, and in the selfsame number 
did not the publisher thereof offer that self
same issue for sale ?

We are all tarred with the same brush 
— we all have our good and bad selves, the 
good predominating in yours truly, Cornelius 
Wrinkle.

Australian Philatelic Societies 
S t a m p  collecting must be making good pro
gress in Australasia. Here before me are 
reports of meetings of active Societies in 
Brisbane, Victoria, Sydney, Ballarat, Ade
laide, and Wellington.

The Wellington Society was able to boast 
of a membership of 104, and a balance in

1
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hand of j£66 ; whilst the Ballarat Society was 
in the proud position of showing a balance 
sheet with neither assets nor liabilities. 
What a happy man 1 should be if I had 
neither assets nor liabilities, but happier far 
if I could have an abundance of assets and 
no liabilities.

The Breitfuss Collection
1 H AVE h a d  a n o th e r  p e e p  in to  th is  w o n d e rfu l 
c o lle c t io n . 1 w e n t th ro u g h  a b o u t a  d o zen  
v o lu m e s  w ith  th e  g r a n d  p a n ja n d ru m , a n d  
h e  q u ite  u p s e t  m y  a p p le - c a r t  b y  c o n fe s s in g  
in  a  w o e -b e g o n e  v o ic e  th a t h e  w a s  b lo w e d  if  
h e  k n e w  h o w  to  p r ic e  a  lo t o f  th e  stu ff.

Thereupon I immediately asked for a 
volume in which I was interested, but, bless 
your soul, there was no evidence therein of 
any lack of knowledge how to price.

Still 1 am told one or two of the first pickers 
are chuckling over the bargains they have 
had.

1 question if anything yields more real 
pleasure to the specialist than the mopping 
up of a  rare variety priced by C. J. P. as a 
normal stamp. 1 have had one or two, but 
not many ; no, not m any; no such luck.

Another Junior Exhibition
Mr. Melville  tells me that the Juniors 
have decided to hold another Exhibition in 
London in March next, and they are going 
to make it a bigger success than their 1905 
show.

And they will do it. They don’t believe 
in holding an Exhibition and being mum 
about it.

The difference between a Juniors’ Exhibi
tion and the International Show at the 
Royal Horticultural Hall is that the Juniors 
have few stamps and many visitors, and the 
International many stamps and few visitors.

The one says, “ W e are going to have a 
show : shout it out, boys ” ; and the other, 
“  We are going to have a show, but keep it 
dark, or people may get to know it’s on.”

According to “ Tit-Bits”
A ccording to Tit-Bits, the Earl of Craw
ford is the fortunate possessor of a great 
collection of postage stamps valued at 
£7000!

Just think of it— £7000 !
How many dealers’ lips must water when 

they try to imagine for a moment that they 
have secured the Earl’s collection at the 
T it-B its valuation !

I’d even try to scrape up the halfpence for 
the price myself after what 1 have seen of 
those grand albums.

A  History of Penny Postage
It  is announced that “ the history of-penny 
postage has been retold in a work which 
Mr. Fisher Unwin has in preparation under

the title S ir  Rowland H ill:  the Story of 
an O ld Reform, told by a Daughter o f the 
Reformer, Mrs. Eleanor C. Smyth. The 
book is shorter and more anecdotal than the 
life by Dr. Birkbeck Hill, and contains 
much material which has not appeared else
where. The narrative also contains a tribute 
to the memory of the writer’s brother, the 
late Mr. Pearson Hill, who supplied some of 
the material.”

Trinidad Varieties
T rinidad seems to be very unsettled in the 
matter of its current postage stamps.

It sticks to the Britannia type, but it keeps 
on tinkering it up and changing the colours. 
The latest news is that the is. value has 
undergone another change,being now printed 
in blue and brown, instead of black and blue, 
but still on yellow paper.

Afghanistan Redivivus
Here is news of the actual reissue of stamps 
by Afghanistan. I take it from Major Evans’ 
chronicle in the M onthly Journal. Is not 
this the only case in which a country has 
abandoned the use of postage stamps and 
years afterwards resumed their issue ?

A  correspondent shows us a  new stamp for this country, 
in quite a  new and more commonplace design than an y of 
those hitherto In use. In the centre is a  more elaborate and 
artistic drawing o f  the device, consisting apparently o f a 
gatew ay and flags, which figures in the upper part o f  the 
stamps of 1893 and la ter; this is enclosed between two long 
branches, with their ends tied together below, and sur- 
mounted by a  small oblong device which we cannot explain; 
below the branches is a  curved scroll bearing an inscription, 
and thetwhole is enclosed in an upright rectangular frame, 
with inscription at top and fottom  and fancy ornaments at 
the sides; the value appears to be given in characters en- 
closed in circles in the corners, in words in the upper comers 
and in figures in the lower. Both the copies are rather 
heavily obliterated, and w e can only make out that the 
value is " o n e ”  something, probably abasit These copies 
are imperforate, but their ownertells us that the stampalso 
exists with a  kind o f zigzag roulette, like that of the Queens
land id. o f 1899.

The engraving is in taille-douce, probably on a  copper 
plate, and there are no doubt as many varieties as there are 
stamps on the sheet— let us hope not a very large number. 
T he impression is in colour on bluish white, wove paper.

1 abasi, blue-green ; imficrf.
1 ,, ,, zigzag roulette.

This stamp was received on a letter from Khandabar, 
where it was probably issued about the beginning of June. 
Messrs. Ram Gopal &  Co. have since informed us that the 
value is x abasi, as we had guessed.

In view of the promised handbook on the 
stamps of Afghanistan, it is most apropos 
that that country should once more come 
into line as a stamp-issuing State.

The Nigerias
Coming events are said to cast their shadows 
before. The prosperous colony of Southern 
Nigeria has already swallowed up the colony 
of Lagos, and now it looks very much as 
if it would, ere long, also take over the 
colony of Northern Nigeria.

Here is an interesting statement in 
Parliament on the matter, made by Mr.
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Winston Churchill as Colonial Secretary on 
the 5th inst.:—

It bas been decided to  authorize the immediate con* 
struction o f  a  pioneer railw ay o f  3 ft. 6 in. gauge, 400 
miles long, from Baro, which is the highest convenient 
point on the perennially navigable reaches o f the N iger, to 
Kida, by Zungeru, and thence to Zaria and Kano. The 
work o f  construction, which will occupy four years, will be 
begun under the general supervision o f  Sir Percy Girouard, 
whose experience in building the desert railw ay in the 
Sudan is well known. Full estimates based on regular 
surveys place the cost o f  such a  line at £3000 a mile, or 
/(,230.000 in a ll. In view o f  the fact that the amalgama* 
tion of Northern and Southern N igeria is approved in 
principle, and will probably be accomplished in the next 
few years, the money will be raised as a  loan b y Southern j 
Nigeria, and will form part o f  the debt o f that colony. 
The rapidly expanding revenues o f  Southern N igeria and 
its excellent financial position will, in the opinion o f the ( 
Secretary o f  State, enable that colony to assume this bur* 
den without embarrassment, and S ir W alter Egerton, the 
Governor o f Southern Nigeria, fu lly  concurs. But as an 
offset the Chancellor o f the Exchequer has agreed that the 
annual contribution o f £ 70,000 now exacted from Southern 
Nigeria in aid o f the finances o f  Northern N igeria shall 
be reduced in any year b y a  sum equal to whatever in* 
terest charge may in respect o f this loan be defrayed by 
Southern N ig e ria ; and, further, in order that the colony 
may obtain its money on the most favourable terms, the 
Treasury have consented that the loan shall be made out 
of the Local Loans Fund, in the same way as the loan to 

amaica on account o f the earthquake is to be made. H is 
lajesty's Government have been led to this decision by 

three distinct sets o f considerations. _ First, the enormous 
administrative and military difficulties o f continuing to 
hold so great an extent o f  territory as Northern N igeria 
without any central line o f rapid communication; secondly, 
the obvious financial disadvantages o f  paying a  grant-in- 
aid of nearly ,6300,000 a year for a  province whose com
mercial development is completely arrested for want o f

such communication ^ and, thirdly, the Immense import* 
ance o f enabling British enterprise to reach the extensive 
cotton*growing areas o f  Northern N igeria and thus vary 
and multiply the sources o f  the supply o f so vital a  raw 
material. 1 should add that the intention to construct the 
Baro-Kano railw ay w ill in no way be allowed to arrest or 
delay the progress o f the Lagos railway, which will be 
steadily continued till it crosses the N iger at jeb b a, and 
ultimately effects a  junction with the northern line at or in 
the neighbourhood o f Zungeru.

Wei-hai-wei
It  will be remembered that some years ago 
a couple of weird labels were accepted as an 
issue for the then recently seized Chinese 
territory of Wei-hai-wei, seized as a port by 
the British as a set-off to the seizure of Port 
Arthur by Russia. It seems that the port 
has been leased to us so long as a foreign 
power retained Port Arthur.

Now the demand has arisen that our 
Foreign Office should give the requisite 
assurance to the British in China that Wei- 
hai-wei will continue a British possession, in 
order that there may be the necessary pro
tection for the investment of British capital 
in the necessary development of the port.

Should the hands of the Government be 
forced as demanded, we may yet have to 
replace the name in our albums.

Meanwhile those first labels have been 
cast into the outer darkness.

Out* Symposium
T h e  I d e a l  A l b u m  f o i t  a  G e n e r a l  C o l l e c t o r

B y BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

EV E R Y  philatelist who is the fortunate 
possessor of a fairly good collection 
will agree that the proper housing of 

his treasures is a point to which the most 
careful and serious consideration should be 
devoted.

So many collectors, unfortunately, grudge 
spending the necessary amount to procure 
a good album. They seem to imagine that 
any sort of a book will do for the purpose of 
housing their stamps, and that the less 
money expended in this direction the better, 
for it will leave a larger amount to be spent 
in procuring new specimens. Surely this is 
a most mistaken policy, for if one takes any 
pride whatever in one's stamps, they should 
be mounted in a suitable album, so that they 
may be displayed to the best possible advan
tage. H alf the charm and interest of a 
collection is lost if the stamps are placed in 
a common-place, cheap-looking book, so that 
the choosing of a -good and well-compiled 
album is a matter of very real importance.

The problem, therefore, that is bound to 
confront every collector at some time or

other is, “  Which is the best album for my 
individual requirements?”

The matter offers little difficulty to the 
specialist, for he either thinks it worth while 
to have special albums made to meet his 
particular tastes, or he utilizes one or other 
of the admirable makes of interchangeable 
albums now on the market.

T o the general collector, however, the 
problem is one that calls for a good deal of 
consideration, and where there are so many 
excellent albums to choose from, it is a by 
no means easy task to select the most suit
able or “ ideal" one for his personal require
ments. Take the case of the average collector. 
When he is first bitten with the desire to 
become a philatelist he probably sticks his 
stamps in the first blank book that comes to 
hand, or invests a shilling or two in the 
purchase of a cheap album. Being yet but 
a very inexperienced beginner, he sticks his 
stamps in anyhow, as he has no knowledge 
of any sort of philatelic arrangement. In 
the course of time our collecting friend be
comes more expert, and the day arrives
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when he becomes dissatisfied with his primi
tive style of album, and it occurs to him that 
he must invest in a larger and more suitable 
one. This is really an important and critical 
stage in his collecting career, for on his 
choice his future methods of collecting will 
largely depend. It is thus highly important 
that he should use great care and delibera
tion in choosing the best album he can 
obtain, after having first decided on what 
lines he proposes to collect in future.

As 1 stated before, there are many excellent 
albums to choose from, and though, funda
mentally, it is a case of “ every one to his 
taste,” it may be helpful to have the opinions 
of other collectors on this subject. By way 
of opening a discussion on this matter, I 
venture to state my views on the album 
question in the following notes, by endeavour
ing to point out the chief merits and defects 
of the different sorts of albums available. 
Roughly speaking, these may be divided into 
three main classes, viz.—

1. Printed albums in which the collector
is left to arrange his stamps any
how.

2. Printed albums with the spaces num
bered and arranged so that the 
stamps can be placed in their cor
rect order.

3. Blank albums.

Class 1
These albums are generally favoured by 

beginners or the very inexperienced. They 
consist simply of pages ruled into rectangles 
with the name of the country and perhaps 
an illustration or two at the top of each page. 
They can be obtained in various sizes, styles 
of binding, etc., and at prices varying from 
6d. to 10s. They are guaranteed to hold so 
many hundreds or thousands of different 
varieties, as the case may be, and while they 
are very suitable for the tyro, who has yet 
everything to learn, they are hardly adapted 
to the needs of the collector who has gained 
a little experience and is thus able to collect 
on intelligent lines* In these albums, as a 
rule, the stamps are arranged in any sort of 
order or disorder, for their owner’s knowledge 
is limited by the fresh varieties he procures 
from time to time. But to the collector who 
has a catalogue and an elementary knowledge 
of perforations, watermarks, etc., this style 
of album is useless, for it is impossible to 
arrange one’s stamps artistically and in 
chronological order in them. Even with the 
aid of a catalogue, and a fairly accurate idea 
of the varieties one is likely to obtain, one 
cannot map out an album of this sort on any 
satisfactory plan. Another point that makes 
these albums objectionahle is that some 
pages are soon filled to overflowing while 
others are conspicuous by their emptiness.

All these things considered, therefore, I 
think these albums are anything but “ ideal” 
for the collector who has more than, say, 
1000 varieties, and who is philatelist enough 
to wish to arrange his stamps in proper 
order.

Class 2

The printed albums in this class are vastly 
superior to those described above, and will 
probably be voted “ ideal” by most general 
collectors. The underlying principle in all 
of them is the same, i.e. spaces are provided 
for all of the most important varieties listed 
in the catalogue, and are so arranged that 
the stamps can be placed in their correct 
chronological and philatelic order without 
difficulty. Some have spaces on one side 
of the pages only, while on the opposite 
pages an illustrated guide to the varieties to 
be placed in these spaces is shown. Others 
have the illustrations printed in the spaces, 
so that they are hidden when the stamps are 
inserted, and in, or under, each rectangle 
the facial value, colour, etc., of the stamps 
to be collected are given. Some of these 
albums are arranged on advanced lines— 
that is, room is provided for all varieties of 
perforation, watermark, paper, etc.— and 
others are simplified, and only allot 
spaces for the more important or standard 
varieties.

The “ Imperial” and “ Ideal” albums, 
issued by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited, 
are the best examples of both these styles 
of albums. The “ Imperial” is intended for 
the use of the general collector who is 
ambitious enough to endeavour to obtain all 
the stamps of the world as recorded in 
Gibbons’ current catalogues. The spaces 
are arranged conveniently and as artistically 
as room permits, while at the end of each 
country a blank leaf or two is left for new 
issues. Each space is numbered to corre
spond with the stamps as described on the 
page opposite. The album is issued in three 
volumes, arranged for the issues of the 
British Empire, Europe and Colonies, and 
the Rest of the World respectively, so that 
any one wishing to collect one of the groups 
only can obtain an admirable album for the 
purpose.

The “ Ideal” is a similar album on sim
plified lines arranged in one volume. Illus
trations and descriptions of the stamps to 
be inserted are placed in the spaces, so that 
the veriest tyro can have no difficulty in 
arranging his stamps properly by its means. 
It is an excellent album for the general 
collector who wishes to restrict his collection 
within moderate bounds.

But both these albums (and all others of 
the same kind), though so excellent in most 
respects, have a few serious drawbacks it is
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as well to consider. Their greatest defect 
is that they limit one solely to the collection 
of varieties for which spaces are provided. 
They offer no scope for originality in the 
way of scientific research or artistic arrange
ment. Any minor varieties the collector 
may discover for himself have perforce to 
be placed in the space allotted at the end of 
each country or relegated to another book ; 
and though some provision is made for 
possible new issues, the albums must ob
viously become out of date sooner or later. 
Also, as parts of the Catalogue are always 
being rearranged and amplified, one finds 
after a time that one’s album and the Cata
logue do not correspond in their arrange
ment. Again, they offer no opportunity for 
the collector to neglect those countries he 
does not care for and specialize to a small 
extent those that are particular favourites. 
If he follows the former course he is de
pressed by the sight of so many empty 
pages, and in the latter event some pages 
are bound to get uncomfortably overcrou'ded, 
and thus look unsightly. But for the collec
tor who has no abnormal likes or dislikes, 
and is content to collect on the ordered 
plan of his album, there are no better ones 
for his purpose than those enumerated in 
this class. They certainly make collecting 
delightfully easy and simple.

Class 3

Personally I think a blank album of some 
sort is the ideal one for all classes of collec
tors, with the exception, perhaps, of the very 
inexperienced. And of blank albums there 
is a remarkably ample variety to choose 
from, among which there is bound to be one 
to suit the purse and fancy of every col
lector.

An ordinary blank book with plain white 
leaves is used by many philatelists. Stamps 
arranged in this can certainly be made to 
look very nice, but books of this sort 
adapted, but not issued, to meet the needs 
of collectors are apt to prove unsatisfactory 
in many ways. They offer fine scope for 
artistic and original arrangement, but this 
arrangement has to be permanent, for if a 
page is spoilt its removal is likely to spoil 
the book, or, at any rate, throw all the other 
pages out of order. The rearrangement of 
the stamps on a page generally results in 
several unsightly marks appearing, and it is 
extremely difficult to plan the whole so as to 
leave spaces for varieties one is likely to get 
at any future date.

The best blank albums are undoubtedly 
those that have interchangeable leaves ruled 
with faint quadrilld lines to facilitate the 
easy arrangement of one’s stamps. A blank 
album, if one is not averse to taking a little 
trouble, is quite the “ ideal" one for a

general collector. They can be obtained 
in various styles, ranging from 25s. to 60s. 
each, or simple ones on the Stolzenburg 
plan can be purchased for a shilling or two 
apiece.

A blank album provides ample scope for 
individual tastes in the matter of arrange
ment. If a page is spoilt it can easily be 
removed and a new one inserted. Stamps 
can be rearranged without trouble, for fresh 
leaves can be procured to replace any others 
as desired. It is a comparatively easy 
matter to map out a page so as to provide 
spaces for varieties one is likely to obtain, 
and there is of course no need to leave room 
for the “  unattainables.” The bugbear of 
empty pages is done away with, for one need 
never have a page in one’s album that does 
not contain at least a few stamps. Additions 
can be made at any time, and favourite 
countries can be expanded at will without in 
any way upsetting the order of the other 
stamps. There are scores of other advan
tages, not the least o f which is that stamps 
nicely arranged in a blank album look far 
better than the most neatly mounted page 
in any other sort of album.

And now, having asserted my preference 
for a blank album, let me take the stamps of 
Gibraltar as an experiment and show how 
they could be arranged in such a book. 1 
will take Gibbons’ current Catalogue as a 
guide, and start by presuming I have a com
plete collection of Gibraltar stamps with the 
exception of the error with value omitted. 
As I see no possibility of being able to afford 
this I leave no space for it. I will also pre
sume 1 have pairs of the five values of the 
surcharged issue of 1889 showing the two 
types of the figure “  5 ” and blocks of four 
of the three values of 1895. 1 should then
arrange the stamps as follows :—

P a g e  1 o f Album .

Jan ., 1886.

* 2 3 4 5  
6 7

D e c ,  1886.

8 9 10 11

t2 13 14

J u ly , 1889.

15 16 17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24 25
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Page 2 of Album.

July, 1889.

■ 5 - '5 ‘ 7— 17 18-18

20--20 21--21

Nov., 1889.

26 27 28 29 30

3 1 3* 3 3 34

1895.

35a 36 37 38
36—36 3 7 — 3 7 CO 1 G> cc

+ + 4-
36-36 3 7 — 3 7 38-38

Page 3 of Album.

Poi?ti*ait$ on Stamps
By BOSWELL JUNIOR
U n ite d  S ta te s  of A m e r ic a — continued

Henry Clay was born in Hanover county, 
Virginia, on 12 April, 1777. His father, a 

Baptist minister, died when 
Henry was four years old, 
and his mother married again 
and removed to Kentucky. 
Having received a rudi
mentary education at a log 
school-house, he was placed 
in a small retail store at 

Richmond. At the age of fifteen he ob
tained a place in the office of Peter Tinsley, 
Clerk of the High Court of Chancery. In 
1797 he obtained a licence to practise law 
and removed to Lexington. Already he had 
made a name for himself as a debater. Soon 
his captivating manners and his striking 
eloquence won for him a lucrative practice 
as a lawyer. His political career dates from 
this time. He took part in the election of 
a convention to revise the Constitution of 
Kentucky and made many striking speeches. 
In 1799 he married Lucretia Hart, the 
daughter of a prominent Kentucky citizen. 
The year 1803 saw Clay elected to a seat in 
the State Legislature. Three years later he 
was appointed to a seat in the Senate, to 
serve out an unexpired term. He was keenly 
interested in the encouragement of home 
industry, and a resolution which he brought 
forward in favour of this led to a quarrel 
with Humphrey Marshall. A  duel followed, 
and both were slightly wounded.

In 1811, on taking his seat in the national 
House of Representatives, he was elected

Speaker of the Assembly for the second time. 
Clay became the leader of the war party. 
He denounced the right of British officers 
to search American vessels for deserters. 
This interference with neutral trade brought 
matters to a crisis. W ar was declared in 
June, 1812. Lack o f preparation and in
competent leadership called forth vigorous 
attacks on the war policy from the Federate, 
which attacks were as vigorously answered 
by Clay. His speeches attained a  high order 
of eloquence and electrified the country. In 
1814 he resigned the speakership, on his 
appointment as a member of the commission 
to negotiate peace with Great Britain. From 
Ghent, where the treaty o f peace was signed 
in 1814, Clay went to London to negotiate a 
treaty of commerce with Great Britain. On 
his return to the United States, Clay was 
again elected totlie House of Representatives, 
and was again chosen Speaker. In the 
session of 1818-19 he severely criticized the 
conduct of General Jackson in the Florida 
campaign. This was the first cause of dis
sension between Clay and Jackson, and the 
ill feeling engendered thereby in Jackson’s 
mind was never obliterated.

In 1824 Clay was a candidate for the 
presidency. Adams and Jackson were two 
of his competitors. The former was elected, 
and Clay became Secretary of State. His 
commercial policy concerned itself mainly 
with the establishment o f fair reciprocity as 
to trade and navigation with foreign countries. 
He became President of the American
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Colonization Society, whose object it was 
to colonize free negroes in Liberia, on the 
coast of Africa. Jackson was elected Presi
dent in 1828. Clay thereupon retired to his 
farm of Ashland, near Lexington, but at the 
urgent request of his friends returned to the 
Senate in 1831. He was the sponsor of the 
Compromise Bill of 1833, whereby a gradual 
reduction of tariff was introduced, and the 
danger of civil war with the hot-blooded 
planters of South Carolina averted. After a 
long political career of nearly forty years, 
teeming with resolutions and speeches, Clay

took leave of the Senate in 1842 and retired 
to private life. The time of his retirement 
was mainly spent in visiting various parts of 
the country and delivering political speeches. 
By a unanimous vote he was again elected a 
Senator, and took his seat in December, 
1849. His health now began to show signs 
of failing. H is political career was practically 
closed in 1851. He died on 29 June, 1852, 
and was buried in the cemetery at Lexington, 
where a tall monumental column, surmounted 
by a statue, was erected over his tomb.

Futftbei* llotes on 
The Bneitfuss Collection
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
VOLUM E VI
South an d  W e ste rn  A u s tr a lia

IN South Australia, first issue, imperf., 
there are a id., dark green, unused; 6d., 
unused, and two of the is., unused, be

sides used pairs and singles of all the values. 
In the first rouletted issue are two of the id., 
yellow-green, unused, and three of the is., 
unused. In the better stamps of the later 
issues are the 6d., perf. x roulette, with full 
gum, lod., blue surcharge, perf. x roulette, 
two with full gum, the lod., black surcharge, 
rouletted mint. There are a number of other 
good stamps, but this country was not at all 
specialized according to modern ideas. The 
collection contains a small lot of the Depart
mental stamps, including a few rarities, and 
a fair lot of the “  O.S." stamps.

Western Australia .— This is rather a nice 
lot. In the 2d., black on red, there are two 
unused and six used ; the 2d. in the so- 
called “ Indian-red” was bought from Mr. 
Palmer in 1870 for 2S. 6d. ; now the stamp is 
cheap at £ \o\ 6d., bronze, three unused 
and six used. Among the better stamps in 
the watermark Swan are is., deep green, 
unused ; 1877, the 2d., error, in the colour of 
the 6d., unused, bought from our firm for 
£2, it is now worth £22 ; there is also 
a specimen of this stamp, used, dated 
“ January 28, 1879.”

VOLU M E VII 
Q u een slan d  a n d  T a s m a n ia

In Queensland, on the first page of the 
imperf. stamps of i860, there are a id. 
unused, and fcur singles, used ; 2d., hori
zontal strip of three and two singles ; 6d., 
fine horizontal pair and four singles, all 
used ; a very fine page. In the later issues

there are some exceptionally fine unused 
pieces with full gum and a good range of 
used shades. Indeed, this country- is some
what above the average of the Australians 
in the collection.

Tasmania. —  The first issues are fairly 
good ; in the id., blue, there is one unused 
with gum, and in the used a vertical strip of 
four and four singles, one on letter being a 
corner stamp with inscription ; in the qd., 
octagonal, 1853, there are two unused, on 
laid paper, one cut square, exceptionally fine, 
and one cut to shape. There are several 
4d.’s unused, and both plates have been 
remade ; plate 2 is complete, mostly in 
blocks, with some duplicates; plate 1 is 
only partly complete. In the later issues 
there is a fair number of unused pieces and 
a fine lot of used shades. One of the rarest 
stamps is the i d . ,  perf. 11 i ,  error, watermark 
double-lined “ 2 ” ; this stamp is dated 
“  12 Aug. 69”— the earliest record known to 
me, as I had not previously found the error 
dated before November, 1869. In the stamps 
of 1870 the better things are the id., ver
milion, unused and used; the 2d., yellow- 
green, unused, and a fine lot of shades, the 
3d. stamps being especially good.

V O L U M E  VIII 
N e w  Z e a la n d

A  fair but not a strong lot of stamps, as 
this country is decidedly weak in unused 
and a number of the rarities are absent. 
But there are a few- fine stamps, such as the 
id., London print, a veiy fine rare shade, 
used. In the Colonial print of 1856 there is 
a good is., green on blue paper, unused; 
this stamp was bought more than thirty 
years ago from Mr. J. W. Palmer for 7s. 6 d .; 
its value is now ^75. In the pelure papers
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there is a nice lot of the imperf., perf., and 
rouletted. I n the stamps with watermark N Z, 
of two the rarest are the id. and 6d., rouletted. 
In the 1872 issue, id., brown, watermark NZ, 
there are two used : one is a dated specimen 
bought from Mr. Basset Hull for id .;  this 
is a very fine specimen, and the present value 
is nearly £40. The later issues are fairly 
strong, and include quite a good number of 
the 1901 issue with nearly all varieties of 
paper and perforation.

V O LU M E  IX
C ap e o f G ood H ope, G riq u a la n d , 
B e c h u a n a la n d , G old  C o a st, G am b ia ,
L a g o s , N ig e r  C o a st,
N o rth ern  a n d  S o u th e rn  N ig e ria

This is an interesting volume, the best 
country in it being the Cape of Good 
Hope. There are some hundreds of the 
three-cornered stamps in singles and pairs, 
used and unused, in all shades. In the 
woodblocks there are id., red, two pairs, 
one on original letter, two unused, five 
singles; 4d., blue, a pair, six singles and two 
of the dark blue. O f the errors there is a 
very fine specimen of the id., blue, and two 
of the 4d., red, one extremely fine, lightly 
cancelled, and the other being very heavily 
cancelled. There is also a fine 4d., pale 
blue, with corner retouched. There are some 
interesting errors and blocks in the later 
issues.

The Griqualand are a very fair lo t ; the 
varieties are fairly complete, used or unused, 
and many of them in several pieces. Among 
the better stamps are three beautiful 5s., un
used. Moens must have had a sheet of the 
5s., large red surcharge, as there are two 
pieces here with gum bought from him for 
15 francs each, and now worth as many 
pounds.

In Bechuanaland the ordinary sets are 
complete unused and used, and there are 
some interesting errors in double and in
verted surcharges with one or two uncata
logued varieties, thus, the Jd., vermilion, with 
“  Protectorate ” in the large type, with a 
clear double surcharge This should come 
as No. 52c in our Catalogue.

Gold Coast.— There is a nice lot of the old 
stamps, with scarce pairs of the perf. 12 ,̂ 
unused, and two fine pieces of the 20s., green 
and red.

Gambia.— A  fine page of the first issue ; a 
number of good shades in mint condition, 
and a horizontal strip of five of the 6d., blue, 
watermark C C  ; also a fine series of essays 
with the name and value painted in the 
tablets by hand. No doubt these are quite 
unique.

Lagos.— A  beautiful page of the first issue, 
with a number of pairs and blocks of four of 
the perf. 12J, and some exceedingly fine early

colours. A  variety which I have not seen 
hitherto is the 4d., C C , perf. 14, with the 
watermark sideways. I see that Mr. Breitfuss 
valued this stamp at ^25. From the colour 
it seems to be rather a different printing from 
the ordinary issue. In the 1885 issue there 
is a double set of the rare 2s. 6d., 5s., and 
10s. stamps.

In the Niger Coast Protectorate there is a 
fine lot of the provisionals, with some errors, 
with the surcharges inverted, sideways, and 
otherwise misplaced.

V O L U M E  X
N e w  R e p u b lic , O ran g e R iv e r , T r a n s v a a l, 
S te lla la n d , S w a z ie la n d

Transvaal.— This is a really good lot, and 
the stamps are mostly in very fine condition. 
The first set, imperf., is complete in fine 
specimens. The following issues without 
surcharge are very well represented by 
many choice specimens, mostly very fine 
with gum, and bought from Dr. Viner or M. 
Moens. In the red surcharges there are ten 
pieces, all used. In the “ V.R. Transvaal,” 
all capitals, the best things are the inverted 
surcharges, 3d., used; 6d., unused and two 
used, and two of the is., used. In the follow
ing issue with upright “ V .R .” there is a 
id., red on blue, error “ v r a l ”  instead of 
“ v a a l ” ; a fine copy with full gum of the 
6d., blue on green, with inverted surcharge. 
A  very rare stamp in this issue is the 6d., 
blue on blue, fine roulette, with the surcharge 
omitted.

In the last issue of the old-type stamps 
there are some fine stamps with the small 
“ T,” and several of these rarities with fine 
roulette. In the issue of 1879 there is a 
very nice lot of the id. on 6d., both with 
black and with red surcharges; the best 
thing here is a mint, uncut sheet of the id., 
black surcharge, on the 6d., in perfect state, 
well centred, and very clear print. In this 
volume there is a nice lot of stamps of the 
New Republic, all arranged according to 
date, and including some rare stamps.

V O L U M E  XI
W est I n d ie s : A n tig u a  to L e e w a r d  Is la n d s

In A ntigua  there is a fine lot of shades; a 
pair of the 6d. on thick paper, no water
mark and imperf.; several 6d. without 
watermark, perf. in different varieties of 
perforation; id. and 6d., imperf., watermark 
Star, both used.

Bahamas. —  Twelve unused of the no 
watermark stamps and a fair lot of used. 
The later issues are quite strong in shades. 
Here I find an unchronicled stamp, which 
I believe I have had before, but which I 
omitted to place on record. In the issue of 
1875, watermark Crown and CC, perf. 14, 
we catalogued the id., vermilion, and to
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that we must add the id., carmine-lake. 
A friend of mine also has the two colours in 
the Crown and C A , perf. 12. There are 
also some very scarce trials of colour and 
essays; two very interesting ones are the 
;s. in dull lake and a £  1 in pale brown, 
both having the name and value painted in 
by hand. There are some errors or trials 
of colour of the picture set of 1901.

Barbados.— A  fair lot of the old issues, 
and especially strong in unused. In 1869 
there is a very fine unused pair of the 6d., 
rose-red, imperf. The perf. issues are prac
tically complete unused, in extra choice pieces 
with full gum. Here we have some interest
ing comparisons of prices, e.g. no water
mark, 6d., rose-red, bought from Moens in 
1881 for 2s. 6d., present value 70s.; water
mark Large Star, 4d., dull red-rose, bought 
from Dr. Viner in 1876 for is., now priced 
at £%. In the provisionals of 1878 there 
are an unsevered pair and several singles 
showing different varieties of type.

Dominica. —  There are twenty scarce 
proofs, some very nice blocks of four, and 
some rarities in the provisionals, thus, 1882, 
small “ J” in black and large “ 4” in red, both 
with inverted surcharges.

Grenada.— A  nice lot of the issues 1860-4, 
nearly all the unused having full gum and 
being well centred. In the issues of 1881 
there is a good lot of the watermark Broad 
Star in all shades. In the provisionals of 
1882-3 there is one of the “  Postage ” written 
in black ink. This was bought from Pem
berton, Wilson, & Co. in July, 1883, and 
although not included now in our Catalogue, 
it is recognized as being genuine by Mr. 
Breitfuss. In this country also there is a 
very great number of die-proofs and colour- 
trials, and a set of Revenue stamps, perf. 12, 
and in various colours.

Jamaica.— A  good lot o f watermark Pine
apple, used and unused, and imperf. pairs of 
these stamps marked “  Specimen an inter
esting pair of is., brown, double printed, 
but also marked “ Specimen.” There is a 
number of die-proofs and colour-trials. In 
the provisionals of 1890 there are some 
scarce errors, e.g. two of the double sur
charge and the very rare error p f n n k . 
In the postal fiscals there is the scarce id., 
watermark Pineapple, used and unused. In 
the Official stamps there are many errors, 
e.g. double and inverted surcharges and 
varieties with omitted letters.

VOLU M E XII
B ritish  G u ia n a , F a lk la n d  I s le s , a n d  B r a s il

The British Guiana are a  very good lot, 
and include many great rarities. First of all 
there is in the issue of 1850, a magnificent 
4 c. on pale yellow, pelure paper ; this is on

»°5

the entire envelope dated “ MR. 21, 1851.” 
The stamp has very large margins all round, 
and owing to the thinness of the paper it 
was initialled in pencil instead of in pen and 
ink. Then come the 4 c., orange, cut round, 
but with good margins ; the 4 c., lemon, un
fortunately a poor copy ; the 8 c., green, on 
original letter, but uncancelled, a very rare 
stamp in this state; there is another piece of 
the 8 c., cut square, and a third piece cut to 
shape, but with wide margins. O f the 12 c., 
blue, there are six pieces, three being square 
and three partly cut down, including all the 
shades. In the issue of 1853 there is a nice 
lot of the 4 c., one of the best being the 4 c. 
with the figures in the white frame, unused, 
with full gum. In the large oblong stamps 
of 1856 there is that great rarity the 
4 c., bright blue, on surfaced paper, dated 
“ Oct. 12, 56.” O f the 4 c., black and ma
genta, there are four pieces, one unusually 
large, with great margins ; the others are 
somewhat trimmed, one on letter.

The provisionals of 1862 are all plated. 
There is a full, uncut sheet o f the 1 c., rose, 
unused and without roulettes, but with full 
gum, and now very scarce ; there are eight 
used copies. The plate of the 2 c., black on 
yellow, is nearly complete, with some dupli
cates, there being twenty-eight copies, all 
used. O f the 4 c., black on blue, there are 
fifteen copies, some exceptionally fine. The 
perforated issues o f 1860-75 contain many 
good things, and quite a number of interest
ing blocks. The 1882 stamps are all com
plete in the different settings of the plates, 
viz. 3 x 4  and the 2 x 6 ;  there are also some 
nice pieces without the word “ Specimen,” 
including a vertical strip of four of the 2 c., 
on yellow.

Brazil is disappointing ; there are a few 
nice pieces in the first issue, and a fine un
used set of the three high values, italic 
figures, and several used pieces. This 
country is not at all strong nor brought 
up to date.

T H E  C E N T U R Y  A L B U M
Including a full D escriptive Catalogue, and 

illustrated with several thousand full-sized repro
ductions o f th e stam ps. In  one volume, 622 pages. 
S i2e o f each page, io x  13 inches. Printed  on one 
side o f th e paper only , catalogue and illustrations 
on th e left, and spaces to  correspond on th e right- 
hand pages. All m inor varieties o f perforation, 
waterm ark, and type are om itted, and only such 
varieties are  included as can b e  distinguished by  
the young philatelist. Sp ace  has been provided 
for som e 18,000 stamps, and provision made for 
new issues b y  th e insertion o f  numerous blank 
pages.

Post-free, 13s. 4d.

S tan ley  Gibbons, L td .,
391 Strand, Loodon, W .C .
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Forgeries and Reprints
H o i o  t o  D e t e c t  T h e m

By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE
B R IT IS H  GU I A N  A — contiuucd
I s s u e  o f  1852* 4 C e n ts , b la c k  on  b lu e

Genuine. —  Lithographed (?), in black, on 
intense cobalt-blue-faced white wove paper, as 
thick as that of the i cent. The 4 has a closed 
top; the c and B of c e n t s  are the same as in 
the genuine 1 cent; and so is the line which 
forms the bottom outline of the sea in the shield. 
The Q of QUE, in this value, has its tail sloping 
very slightly to the right, and the letter itself is 
placed centrally under the a  of dam  us. The 
vertical stroke of the p of p a t im u s , if prolonged 
downwards, would pass along the first I of 
vicisstM, which is exactly under it. The M of 
viciss im  stands under the space between the 
letters MU of p a t i m u s ; and the stop after 
vicissim  is under the space between the letters 
us of p a t im u s . The outer frame of stamp is 
the same thickness as in the genuine t cent. The 
forts to the left of the large ship are also the same 
as in the genuine 1 cent. The masts of the said 
large ship slope very much over to the right; so 
that the central mast, if prolonged upwards, 
would pass almost through the centre of the T  of 
c e n t s . The light-coloured streak along the hull 
of the vessel is broader than in the 1 cent, but not 
at all conspicuous. The little three-master to the 
right of the large vessel is the same as in the 1 
cent.

Forged.— Lithographed, in black, on dull, 
dead-blue-faced white wove paper, as thin as that 
of the forged 1 cent. The design, except the 
inscription, 4 c e n t s , is exactly the same as that 
of the forged I cent. The 4 has an open top; 
the C of CENTS is part of an oval; the middle 
tongue of the E is very much shorter than the top 
limb. The Q of QUE stands centrally under the 
space between am  of d a m u s . The vertical 
stroke of the P of p a t i m u s , if prolonged down
wards, would cut right through the centre of the 
v  of v ic is s im , as in the last-described forgery. 
The m of vicissim stands under the space 
between the letters us pf p a t i m u s ; and the stop 
after viciss im  is fa r  to the right of the s of 
p a t im u s . All the other tests, not repeated here, 
are exactly the same as those of the forged 
1 cent.

P O S T M A R K S

Genuine.— My specimens are uncancelled.
Forged. — Ditto ; also 22, together with a 

large 4, and the lithographed signature, “  £. 
Lew.”

R E P R IN T S

T hese, as most collectors know, are perforated ; 
th e originals are unperforated.

I s s u e  o f  18 56 . P r o v is io n a l; 4 c ., b la c k  on 
m ag en ta
Genuine.— Type-set, printed in black, on 

rather coarsely-wove paper, coloured a rosy 
magenta on the face, and showing pinkish white 

at the back. None of 
the letters of any of 
the inscriptions touch 
each other anywhere. 
The end of the tail of 
the R of Br it is h  curls 
up. Thee of GUIANA 
has a well-marked 
cross-bar, and the 
little tail below it 
hangs straight down. 

The head of the G comes down so that it almost 
meets the cross-bar. The R of fo ur  is exactly 
like that of Br it is h , and the head and tail of 
the c of c e n t s  almost meet. The Q of quf. is a 
capital letter, the same height as the capital v of 
v ic is s im . The lines forming the oblong frame 
are not continuous, but consist of four separate 
pieces ; the ends at the top corners are very wide 
apart, but the gap at the lower corners is not so 
wide. The word d a m u s  is perfectly distinct and 
readable. The ship has only a single sail (topsail) 
high up on each mast, with no lower sails visible 
at all. In my single specimen, the right-hand, or 
fore-mast stands directly under the upright stroke 
of the P of p b t im u s , and the middle, or main
mast, under, and slightly to the right of the S of 
DAMUS; while the left-hand, or mizen-mast is 
under the U of the latter word. All the design is 
deeply sunk into the paper.

Forged. —  Lithographed, in black, on deep 
crimson-faced, stout, fine-grained, smooth white 
wove paper. The paper is perfectly white at the 
back. The bottom of the A of po stag e  touches 
the letters each side of i t ; so does the first a  of 
g u i a n a ; and each A of this latter word is con
siderably taller than the other letters. The end 
of the tail of the r of Br it is h  goes off straight 
to the right, and touches the base of the 1, instead 
of curling up. The cross-bar of the G of g u ia n a  
is not visible in some copies; in others it is even 
too long, so that it almost touches the u. In no 
case is there any hanging tail to the g ; and the 
head is far away from the cross-bar. The end of 
the tail of the R of fo ur  does not curl up, but 
points straight to the right. The head and tail of 
the c of c e n t s  are far apart. The easiest test is 
the Q of QUE, which is an ordinary small or 
lower-case “ q,” instead of a large Q. The 
oblong frame is continuous all round, being joined 
at the corners. The word d a m u s  is indistinct, 
as the M and the u are joined at the top ; and the 
word reads like DANMS. Each of the masts 
carries two sails, instead of one. The fore-mast 
is under the end of the p of p e t im u s  ; the main
mast is under the space between the two words, 
but much nearer to the p ; and the mizen-mast is 
also under the space between the two words, but 
near to the S of d am u s. The design is not at all 
sunk into the paper.

(To be continued,")

BRITISH

Damps Petianis

S
S q a e  Vicissim.*

GUIANA
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Deu> Issues
By W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that all m atters relating to new issues haoe been taken over by M r. F ra n k  P hillips, 
391 S tra n d , L o n d on , W .C ., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
information concerning issues o f  stam ps new or projected. News from  the colonies in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sen t to the above-  
mentioned address.

Algeria — In the number for 20 July we re
ferred to the rumoured issue of a special stamp 
for this portion of French territory. Le Collec- 
tioneur de Timbres-Poste (Aug.) quotes an article 
on the subject contributed by M. Cesar Trouin, 
Deputy for Oran, to I'A in  Sefrct (11.7.07), pub
lished at Mostaganem. In this he points out 
that though the budget of Algeria (which, since 
the law of 19 December, 1900, has been entirely 
distinct from that of France) comprises under 
revenue the imposts of every sort which are col
lected within the colony and under expenditure 
the whole of the civil disbursements, yet the 
Financial Delegations and the Superior Council 
who vote the budget have not been allowed by 
the French Government to “ create the Algerian 
stamp for which they have clamoured during the 
last six years.” He then proceeds to point out 
the advantages which a financial colleague of his 
has discovered should the desired permission be 
granted, and we extract the following illuminating 
passage:—

The complete series o f stamps to be created— postage 
stamps, receipt stamps, etc.*—would comprise stamps of 
3 and $ fra n cs, and the total value would be about 25 
francs. E very one knows what happens when a  new issue 
of stamps appears; the serious collectors, o f whom the 
philatelic journals fix the number at f i f t y  thousand, hasten 
to buy tbe whole set. M ake the multiplication. First 
profit accruing to the colony, about twelve hundred and 
fifty  thousand f a n e s  I

He points out that France presents the spectacle 
“ of a bad mother who tries to economize on the 
earnings of her children,” inasmuch as by her 
refusal to permit the special stamps, much of the 
revenue properly belonging to Algeria goes into 
her own pocket. He instances two examples. 
One is that the largest banking and business 
houses, which are but branches of greater estab
lishments in France, receive their supply of stamps 
from head-quarters. The other refers to remit
tances, in trench postage stamps, by parents to 
soldier sons serving in Algeria, which are esti
mated to be on an average “ three francs per 
month” for each man. These in happier case 
might be sent in Algerian stamps, as is similarly 
done in like circumstances at Tunis. A Tunisian 
stamp can be procured at any post office at 
home, so why not Algerian? He calculates that
80,000 francs per annum might have been realized 
by the issue of the special stamps, and asks: “  Is 
not the game worth the candle ?”

As regards revenue, apart from the wonderful 
sum to be obtained from collectors, we don’t think 
it is. Taking the latest statistics available, we 
hod for 1905 the expenditure on posts and tele
graphs to have been about 9$ million francs, 
whilst the receipts were only 6J million francs. 
It would take many times 80,000 francs to bridge

the gulf, and surely France is entitled to this 
slight return for her total expenditure (including 
military and extraordinary disbursements) on ac
count of Algeria, which exceeds the local revenue 
by about 75 million francs. N o; we think the 
“  clamour ” only arises from a desire to exploit 
“  collectors of new issues,” and we are glad to 
see that in this case the French authorities have 
up to the present refused to be parties to the 
game. Many vatuable pages of catalogue might 
have been saved had they always been equally 
alive to the proprieties.

Still another injustice to Algeria. I'Annonce 
Timbrologique (July) says that “ from 1st to 
9th May last the stamps on letters posted at 
Algiers were cancelled by a machine of English 
manufacture which had the word of the month 
spelt ‘ May* instead of *Mai.‘ ”  Surely Algeria 
was welcome to an “ English May.” We had 
no use for it here this year.

Austria.— There may be another section to add 
to the already lengthy list of the 1890 issue. We 
have been shown the 5 kr. with a perforation 
compound of (a) 9, 94, and (£) 10, io£. This 
particular compound is not yet given, but we 
should like to see more than a single stamp 
before urging its inclusion. The stamp we saw 
certainly answered the requirements, but single 
specimens are not enough to properly gauge per
forations that are closely akin.

1890 issue. P erf. 9, 9), compound w ith  10, »©4.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s . d.
5 kr., rose-carmine . . .  —  —

Brazil.— We copy the following from the Af. J . 
(July):—

Varieties o f  perforation keep turning u p ; we are shown 
the 3 0 0  reis, Type 4a, D ie A , perf. i i $ x  13, which would 
come into the Catalogue as No. 31W ; and the 100 reis, 
current type, 43, D ie B, perf. 13X 11. The tatter is of the 
w idely spaced edition, but we can see no watermark in 
the specimen before us, which would therefore come in as 
N o. 3*9a . T he perforations in both cases are sa£ to 14 
compound w ith u ,  ir§.

We understand the King of Portugal intends to 
visit Brazil next year—he is not having a happy 
time at present—and that to celebrate the occasion 
a commemorative stamp of ico reis will be issued,
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strictly limited to 50,000 copies. If the number 
of collectors of new issues is correctly estimated 
in the Algerian matter, how very cleverly the 
Brazilian authorities have calculated the require* 
ments.

D ie  A  (200 r .)a n d  D ie  B (100 r.).
Per/, compound o f  12J to 14 and  11, xi$.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

aoo r., blue (becomes 318a). . —  —
100 r., carmine (becomes y tta )  . —  —

Cyprus.— Our publishers have received a 
further supply of all values. King's Heads with 
multiple wmk. They are still on ordinary paper, 
and the only change we notice is a slight one, 
viz. in the colour of the 30 paras; the shade is 
now rather a mauve (like the stamps with a single 
wmk.) than a purple.

K ing's H ead. M ultiple. Ordinary. N o v  shade.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. eL
30 paras, mauve and green . 0 2  —

French P.O. in China.— A foreign contem
porary has been listing a variety of surcharge on 
the current stamps of Indo-China overprinted for 
use in post offices in Southern China. It is stated 
to be a large “ C ” in CHINE, and high prices 
are asked. We have been shown a stamp having 
the variety, but the difference from the normal 
surcharge is so slight that collectors can safely 
ignore it.

Whilst on the subject of surcharging in China, 
perhaps our readers would like to know the result 
of the judicial investigation mentioned in the note 
after No. a  257 of Canton, on page 17 of the 
Supplement. We copy the following from 
I'Echo ck Timbrologte (31.7.07):—

T H E  1MDO-CHIKA SCANDAI..

T h e matter o f the lodo-China stamp cam e before the 
police court at Hanot on 13, 14, and 15 Ju n e last. 
The impression one gathers, from the accounts in the local 
papers, is one o f the most impenetrable confusion; it 
appears quite evident that from the journalists up to  the 
magistrate nobody knew quite what was the matter. T he 
only conclusion one can derive from the proceedings is that 
for eight years there has been an unrestrained laxity in 
the Indo*China postal service; one bas gambled and 
trafficked over there without shame, all a t the expense o f 
tbe  ̂collector. The hearing o f  witnesses occupied three 
sittings, and after an adjournment o f eight days, the affair 
ended in a  general acquittal.

I t  was foreseen, but w e doubt whether this judicial farce 
does much to redeem the character o f  the postal adminis
tration o f  Hanoi.

German Empire.— Dr. Buchholz, of Schone- 
berg, writing to the Philalelisten-Zeitung (July, 
1907), inquires as to the standing of a variety of 
the 2 marks of 1902. It will be remembered 
there were two types of the stamp as under, usually

distinguished as (i) with Gothic inscription,
| (ii) with Roman inscription. The design is 

described in the Catalogue as “  an allegorical 
picture of Victory,” but it also typifies the union 
of Northern and Southern Germany. Dr. Buch
holz points out that not only was the inscription 
altered, but that the central design was redrawn. 
In the first type the sunset effect appears to be 
produced by an arrangement of planks, whereas 
in the second it looks more like the real thing. He 
might also have added that the drawing of the 
sea is much improved in the second type, and, as 
a resident of “ Schoneberg,” it is surprising he 
omitted to mention the “ finer range of moun
tains” that appears on the second type. The 
main feature of the communication, however, is 
to say he has seen two specimens, in which the 
landscape of the first type figured on the same 
stamp with the inscription of the second type. 
He saw the first of these specimens, about the 
time the stamps were first appearing, in the 
stock of a dealer, and upon inquiry learnt that 
it had just been purchased at a Berlin post office. 
He failed upon immediate application at the 
same post office to obtain a copy, and upon his 
return to the dealer the mysterious stamp had 
been disposed of. He does not say where he 
saw the second specimen, but asks if anything 
is known of the variety. He suggests it is an 
essay. Possibly the stamp may have been issued 
with only the frame altered, but the essay con
clusion is probably the correct one. The German 
catalogues, in which as a rule the stamps of the 
Fatherland receive exhaustive treatment, pre
serve a conspicuous silence on the point. The 
matter is hardly one of “ New Issues,”  but our 
readers may find the further differences of type 
now pointed out useful and interesting.

Hayti.— According to Le CoUectionctir de 
Timbres-Posies (Aug.), the following are the 
quantities of the stamps of 1898-1900 which were 
overprinted last year with the oval device as 
shown on the next page.

I centime, 29,000, of which one-third were of 
the Simon Sam type, and the rest the Arms type;
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2 c., 13,000 (the proportions not indicated); 3 c., 
9800; 4 c., 2000; 5 c., 43,900, of which five per

cent only were o f the Simon Sam type; 7 c., 
4700; 8 c., 13,000; io c . ,  i i ,8c o ; 1 5 c ., 21,400; 
20 c., 4000 ; 50 c ., 8000 ; and I gourde, 5000.

Kiautchou.— Still another value to add to the 
list of stamps on watermarked paper. Mr. Philipp 
Kosack tells us the 2 c. has been issued in this 
state.

Colonial type. // 'ink. Lozenges.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
a c., g r e e n ......................................—  —

New Hebrides. — An nonce Timbrologique
(June) announces as follows:—

The question o f New Hebrides, a  matter of discussion 
between France and England since 1878, is still an open 
one, for it was really shelved by the treaty o f April, 1904, 
which merely provided for the appointment of an Anglo* 
French commission to determine the claims o f the two 
countries.

This commission settled a  convention recognizing New 
Hebrides as territory under the joint influence o f  the two 
countries. It then instituted tribunals for joint administra* 
tion. as well as for sepaipte French and English admini
stration, the chief power being delegated to High Com 
missioners for France and England respectively. This 
convention contented neither the French nor English 
colonists, and fresh negotiations were undertaken by the 
two countries.

At the moment it is stated that England has offered to 
exchange her colony o f Sierra Leone in West Africa for 
sole rights in N ew  Hebrides. I f  this offer is accepted 
it will be necessary to give up the issue of Anglo-French 
stamps, which it seems should satisfy both specialists of 
English colonies and of French colonies.

The last remark is rather cryptic, for it is news 
to us that there are “ Anglo-French stamps.” 
Attempts have often been made to obtain recog
nition as postage stamps for some labels manu
factured for a local steamship company, but these 
still justly enjoy that obscurity worthy of “  private 
stamps.” The other piece of information is truly 
startling. Possibly “ the wish is father to the 
thought.”  We confess ourselves ignorant of the 
delights and advantages of this much-debated 
territory in the Pacific, except that cannibalism is 
by no means extinct, and that the islands have 
long been a favourite recruiting ground for the 
labour traffic, the natives {kanakas) contracting to 
work on the Queensland plantations for a term

of years. Can a rtKual effort be traced, in the 
alleged offer by England, to secure a source of 
supply to supplant another form of “  yellow 
labour” elsewhere? Sierra Leone was founded 
towards the close of the eighteenth century out of 
purely philanthropic reasons for the repatriation 
of African slaves. It would be only poetic 
justice to have done with the colony if our un
generous suggestion as to “ slavery” (or is it 
“ indentured labour” ?) has any basis of truth. 
We are very sceptical of the offer, however, and 
don’t think “ specialists of either French or Eng
lish colonies” need lose a moment’s sleep on the 
point. Perhaps we had better get the member 
for the “ Old Hebrides” (is it not Mr. Jas. 
Galloway Weir?) to ask a question in the House 
and clear up the point. From parliamentary 
reports it would appear he is fond of asking 
questions.

Norway.— A foreign contemporary states that 
the new stamps with values in kroner, and which 
are to have-a portrait of the present king, will 
not be ready for some months. The design has 
been engraved, but the plates have not yet been 
made. The colour trials from which the definite 
ones are to be selected will be the next proceeding.

Paraguay.—We have received a provisional 
5 c., made by surcharging the 2 c., vermilion, 
“  HAB1L1TADO—  EN —  5 — CENTAVOS,” in four 
lines, somewhat similar to Type 32, except that 
the word ce n t a v o s  is in tall capitals, and with a 
bar cancelling the inscribed value, all in black.

We have also received a new value for the 
Official set, viz. 5 c., blue, in Type 66. Have 
any of our readers seen No. 2$7 of the Catalogue? 
We have our doubts as to its existence, though 
the present 5 c. has been a long time making its 
appearance.

Type 39. Surcharged in black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. t. d.
5 c. on 2 c ., vermilion . —  —

Official stamp. Type 66. P er  ', n j ,  12.
S c., b l u e ..................................... —  —

Portugal.— We have been shown a sheet of 
the current 50 reis in a paler shade of ultramarine 
than formerly. Whether this is to be constant 
or is only a question of inking for the particular 
printing we cannot say. The difference is hardly 
enough to warrant two numbers in the Catalogue, 
but specialists in this country should certainly 
secure the shade now mentioned. Where many 
printings have to be made of a stamp it is 
difficult to keep the shade of a colour exactly 
the same for each, and this is especially the case 
with blue. We notice that the 100 reis comes in
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a duller shade than before. No. 361 in the 
Catalogue might better be described as bright blue 
on blue and the later shade as dull blue on azure.

K in g  Carlos. Per/, 11$. K a v  shades.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

50 r., pale ultramarine . . 0 5  —
100 r., dull blue on azure . —  —

Reunion.— Several journals record a Postal 
Packet stamp as having been issued for this island. 
We copy the description from the P. J . G. B, 
(20.7.07).

T he stamp is of large size and is printed in two colours. 
The background consists of an engraved tint block, with 
the familiar head of Liberty in a  circle at the top, ve> | 
]-uulique fra n ca is  appears on either side of the head ■ 
within the circle. T h e overprint in the second colour 
reads: JLE— OE I.A— REUNION— COLIS J'OSTAUX— 10 c ., in 
five lines.

We suspect that the stamp is only for fiscal 
purposes, viz. to collect an import tax like similar 
overprinted stamps for other colonies.

Siam.— We have seen the 20 and 40 tical 
values of the postal fiscals described in our issue 
of 6 July, and referred to ia our number for 3 Aug., 
and we now give illustrations of the stamp with 
surcharge and the surcharge only.

S i a m .

Postage

2 0

T i c a l s .

The colour of the stamps was correctly de
scribed as olive-green, and the surcharge is in 
blacky  as surmised. The inscribed values in 
Siamese correspond to the values surcharged. 
Siam in times gone by has not been sparing in 
its use of surcharges, but from the interesting 
account given <piite recently the present use seems 
warranted by circumstances.

Trinidad. —  The Metropolitan Philatelist 
(20.7.07) says it has seen the new is. stamp. 
The design remains as before, but the colour is 
blue and brown on yellow, instead of black and 
blue on yellow.

No particulars are given of wmk., etc., nor as 
regards arrangement of colours, so we refrain 
from any formal chronicle. Major Evans in the 
current M.J. mentions that he has been told “ the 
is. exists in distinct shades,” etc. Perhaps the 
above may have reference to one of these. We 
await further particulars.

Tunis.— The latest new issue here ended in 
smoke. We read in a foreign contemporary, that 
at a fete on 14 July last, the chief set piece of a 
pyrotechnic display was a representation of the 
current 5 fr. stamp.

The design, with its Carthaginian galley, lends 
itself well for the purpose, and we learn that the 
production was vfcry much appreciated and that 
the local “  Brock ”  received quite an ovation 
from the Tunisian stamp collectors.

Uruguay.— We have seen a 7 c. in the same 
type as that of the latest 5 c., and arc told that a 
50 c has also been issued with a like design.

What a sad falling oflf, from an artistic point of 
view, these local efforts show when compared 
with the beautiful work of Waterlow and Sons in 
the 19CO and earlier issues !

A rm s type. P e rf .  i t j .
Unused. Us*d. 

t. Vi. t *
7 c ., brow n......................................—  —

50 c ., r o s e ..................................... —  —

N.B.— The ptieee quote* above are those at which the stamps may be had from 
8tanloy Gibbons, Ltd., 3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.
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Special Correspondence
n o t e s  f r o m  t h e  O r a n g e  R i v e r  C o l o n y

H a r r i s m i t h ,  O.R.C., 13 July* 1907.

HAVING read with interest the several 
articles appearing in current issues of our 
bright little Stamp Weekly on various of 

our colonial possessions, I venture to suggest 
that other friends might follow suit, and I am 
certain anyinformation, however small, and from 
whatever part of the world, would be generally 
appreciated by the majority of your readers, 
more especially those for whom a certain country 
has special attractions. With this object in view, 
perhaps a few lines from the Orange River 
Colony, lately known as the Orange Free State, 
may prove acceptable.

The Current Issue
From a philatelic point of view we are modest; 

so far as regards the present issue of 1903-4, 
our highest value issued for postal use is only up 
to 5s., and the values of stamps for such purpose 
are £d., id., 2d.,2$d., 3d., 4d.,6d., is., and $s., 
in contrast to the neighbouring colony of Natal, 
which issues various odd values such as ijd., Sd., 
and up to ^10. The only change that I have 
yet seen is the id., which is now printed on paper 
with the multiple watermark; the $d., so far, 
still appears to be of the original issue. We 
have not even had to alter the colour of our two 
first values, as for instance did the Transvaal. 
From the first they were produced in the orthodox 
colours of yellow-green for the £d. and scarlet 
for the id., which are now the standard shades,
I believe, and will be universally adopted as 
occasion demands by all the colonies now issuing 
bi-coloured stamps in the low values. It will 
thus be seen that a complete set of the O.R.C. 
stamps present issue is practically within reach of 
every collector at a very moderate price, whether 
used or unused.

Fascination of Varieties 
Chalky paper is at present unknown, though 

doubtless we shall, sooner or later, have that 
infliction forcibly brought home to us; so far we

are a model colony with our King’s Heads, and 
set an example for other colonies to follow, or 
which they might have followed; at the same 
time I must admit “ variety”  has its fascinations 
when not carried to excess, and I for one, as 
a medium collector, set no small store by the 
specimens I have included under this heading. 
What would friend Gibbons do without varieties ? 
This, however, is a digression.

The V .R .I. Stamps still available 
The stamps of the Orange River Free State 

surcharged “ V.R.I.” are still available for postage, 
and may occasionally be obtained at the local post 
offices, but I should say in a short time they will 
be quite used up; no doubt these stamps find 
their way from the head office at Bloemfontein, 
who may have a small stock left over and are 
gradually using them up in this way. I may say 
an application I made for some V.R.I. stamps at 
the head office was not entertained, although I 
had it on good authority they were to be had, or 
rather they had them on hand.

Natals perforated “  N .G .R.”
One other little thing before closing. If any 

of your readers come across the Natal £d. or id. 
perforated “  N.G.R.” they will know these stamps 
have been used by the Natal Government Rail
ways, who now perforate them in this manner. 
This has evidently taken the place of the Official 
stamp, now defunct. This Official stamp, although 
monopolized by the railway during the latter part 
of its existence, was formerly also used by the 
various government departments generally. The 
reason 1 mention this perforated stamp is, that I 
only saw it a week or so ago on railway corre
spondence here in Harrismith, which section of 
the railway, although in the O.R.C., is controlled 
for the present by the Natal Government, hence 
the use of this stamp. It is just as official as the 
stamp with the word “  Official ” printed on, but I 
doubt if it will be recognized even as a variety.
I certainly intend to keep a specimen myself.

R. H. C.

Philatelic Societies
L eeds P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty

fro tld on ti W . V. Morton.
Hon. Soorotarg t C. IV. Hording, 1 Marlborough Orooo, loodo.
Mooting* i Tuoodayo, toodo Inotltuto, Coohridgo Stroot.
Annual Subovriptlon t f i .

T h e  seventeenth annual meeting of this Society 
was held at the Leeds Institute, Cookridge Street, 
on 7 May, the President, Mr. W. Denison Roe
buck, F .L .S .,  occupying the chair.

The Secretary’s report, as also those of the 
Treasurer and-Librarian, were read to the meeting 
and,unanimously adopted. The session has-,been 
one of the most successful in the history of the 
Society, which was founded in May, 1890, and is

the oldest in the provinces, and the all-round 
excellence of the displays and papers read (as 
duly reported in the philatelic press) transcended 
possibly anything given in previous years. The 
membership continues to increase, and there are 
nine new members awaiting election at the next 
meeting on t October.

The financial position of the Society is all that 
could be desired, a substantial and increased 
balance having been lodged at the bank. The 
Library.has.been largely augmented, and this now 
constitutes a valuable asset.

Exchange Section.— The Exchange Manager 
read his report, which showed that the percentage
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of sales has been most satisfactory. The total 
amount of these reached nearly ,£375.

Office bearers elected for the year 1907-8 are 
as follows :— Hon. President : M. P. Castle, j. p. 
(Vice-President of the Royal Philatelic Society). 
President: W. V. Morten, The Drive, Round- 
hay, Leeds. Senior Vice-President: C. W. 
Harding, 1 Marlborough Grove, Leeds. Junior 
Vice-President: J. W. Duffield, 4 South View 
Terrace. Ileadingley, Leeds. Hon. Treasurer: 
J. H. Thackrah, 54 St. Michael’s Road, Leeds. 
Hon. Secretaries: C. W. Harding, I Marlborough 
Grove, Leeds; P. M. Knight, 47 Boar Lane, 
Leeds. Hon. Librarian: F. A. Padgett, 6 Park

Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—AU com m unications 

intended for the Ed itor should b e  addressed to 
Edward J .  Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden P^irk, 
T u n brid ge W ells.

Correspondence.—T h e  Ed itor regrets that h e has 
no tim e for direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will b e  dealt with under th e head 
o f  44 Answers to Correspondents.’*

Examination of Stam ps.— Ow ing to the great 
num ber o f forgeries be in g  offered for sale by  un
scrupulous persons, a g reat portion o f ou r time 
is  taken up with the exp ert exam ination o f  sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added m argins 
and corners, and the scores o f other tricks th at are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this exam ination can b e  done only by ex 
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to  increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows : is . per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In  exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e .g . exam ination o f U .S . grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

Lane, Leeds. Hon. Auctioneer: J. E. Kitchen, 
Albion Place, Leeds. Exchange Manager: E. 
Egly, Arncliffe Road, West Park, Leeds.

Hitherto an entrance fee of 2s. 6d. was pay
able by new members, but this has now been 
abolished, the subscription of 3s. per annum 
remaining the same as before.

The syllabus is now ready for the new session 
1907-S. Some splendid displays have been 
arranged, which augurs well for another successful 
year. There will also be the occasional stamp 
auctions inaugurated last session.

For syllabus and rules apply to the Secretary.

to  allow o f such stam ps b e in g  sen t to the recog
nized exp erts abroad.

T h e  stam ps should be sent lightly  fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stam p for 
th e insertion o f the desired inform ation.

T h e  follow ing abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion :— B . Bogus, i.e . never e x is te d ; F . 
F o r g e d ; G . G en uin e; G .F . Stam p genuine, sur
ch arge forg ed ; R . R e p rin t; W . W aterm ark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must b e  sen t to 
th e publishers as set out on th e front p ag e o f 
cover, o r  to  booksellers o r railway bookstalls, but 
never to  the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—O u r publishers are 
now  prepared to  supply special covers for binding 
th e  num bers o f V ol. V  o f Gibbons Stom p W eekly 
in a rt cloth , lettered front and back, at is . 6d ., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—V ol. I. Jan u ary  to  Ju n e , 1905, 
including the rare early  num bers. 400 pages, 
10s. 9d ., post-free. V o l. IV . Ju n e  to D ecem ber, 
19C6. 414 pages, 4s. gd., post-free. V ol. V .
Jan uary  to June, 1907. 428 pages, 4s. 9d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp CUeekly
Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
A  p op ular W eekly  S tam p  J o u rn a l fo r the 

gen eral co llecto r, and  m ore e s p e c ia lly  for 
b egin n ers and  y o u g g  co llecto rs .

W E E K L Y  C O N TE N TS.
T h e Countries o f the W orld .

By Ed. J .  Nankivell.
Portraits on Stam ps. B y  Boswell Jun ior.
New Issues. W ritten  up to date and fully illus

trated.
Miscellaneous Item s o f News and Facts.
Gossip o f the H our. B y  Cornelius W rinkle, 
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
T h e  Stam p M arket. B y  an Odd Lot. A chat 

on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial C orrespondence. 
Answers to  Correspondents.
Philatelic Diary o f Com ing Events.

P R E P A ID  S U B S C R IP T IO N S  must com m ence 
with the cu rrent num ber, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12 months at the follow ing rates, p o st-free :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.
U.S.A.

and
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spam.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 ,, 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.aj

.1 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In G reat Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to  order G . S . W , from their nearest 
N ew sagent o r Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. T his will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered Hat, instead o f  folded as it would 
be if  posted.

Printed b y  W. B r e n d o n  &  S o n , Ltd., Plymouth, for th e  Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
17 August, 1907.
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Gossip of the Hour
B y CORNELIUS WRINKLE
New Zealand: Colour of current 6d.

MY  old friend, Mr. Warhurst, responds 
to my appeal to him as a colour 
authority, on the correct definition 

of the current 6d., which we have been call
ing pink, and which 1 suggested should be 
rose-carmine. Mr. Warhurst writes :—

D ear  C o r n e l iu s ,— Your appeal as to a colour name is 
all very well. 1 am supposed to have a fair insight of 
colour minutise as well as o f details o f old stamps, and a 
fair amount of foresight has been credited to me (alas!) 
which ought to be superior to mere second sight, a  quality 
needed to answer your query, as I had not bad any sight 
of the N .Z . stamp in question when G . S . H reached this 
site. The new issue of it reached me the same day, 
and it seems to be carmine, but it may be thought to have 
a rosy tint— for 1 find that the topsy-turvydom o f colour 
names, as shown in purples or mauve being mostly called 
lilac, has extended to the national reds. M any shades of 
deep rose, very near to crimson, are now given as carmine, 
while on the other side o f  the line the lighter scarlets 
used for m any recent stamps of the one penny value 
are also called carmine. Yet to me it is an easier task to 
name colours than it is to find some watermarks, or even 
the correct gauge o f some perforations, and a  standard 
catalogue o f colour names should be as simple a compila
tion as a  “  simplified " priced catalogue of tbe stamps— if  
anybody would look at and study it.

That6d. Blood-red N.Z.
Now, while I am on the New Zealand track, 
let me indulge in a little correction pointed 
out by my friend, W. B. Edwards, to wit, 
that I should have credited that fiery blood- 
red to the no wmk. series of the first colonial 
prints, instead of the single N.Z. and Star 
series. O f course I should ; but, there, that 
comes of dining at Sevcnoaks. I ought 
to know better, for I have a single and a 
glorious pair, all perfectly centred, that I 
would barely exchange for a  Southern 
Nigeria, single C A . In fact, I believe I 
could get a dozen of the Southern Nigeria 
rarity for one of the 6d. blood-red N. Z.

Cornelius Crank; on N.'Z.’s.
1 AM  told that I am regarded as having 
gone dotty on Wate*low N.Z.’s. Bosh! la m  
dotty on lots of delectable countries, as my 
friends would know if they had to pay my 
bills. Waterlow N.Z.’s are only one of many 
countries in which I endeavour to specialize,

and on all of which I am quite dotty. But, 
seriously, my friends who think wc arc 
making too much of X .Z.’s would do well 
to give them a little more attention, or in the 
sweet by and by they will be kicking them
selves for not having done so.

W ait till the; Grow Old 
It  used to be “ wait till the clouds roll by,” 
now it is “ wait till they grow old.” The 
grand stamps of the hour should be neglected 
till they can be classed as old issues. The 
prophets have had a go at them. They tvcrc 
going to be common ruck, but the said 
prophets would like to bag on the quiet at 
“  common ” rates a little of such ruck as the 
single C A ’s.

Big Figures in Stamps 
W e  are rapidly getting away in the clouds 
in the matter of big figures in stamps. I 
have just been making a list of the Gibbons 
purchases, and here it is, mostly from Mr. 
C. J. Phillips's F ifty  Years o f Philately :—
Breilfuss, in 1907, about . . . £50,000
Mann’s Europeans, 1906 . . . 30,000
Ayer's Collection . . . . .  21,000
Castle’s Australians in 1894 . . . 10,000
Ehrenbach’s Germans in 1896 . . 6,000
Castle’s second Australians in 1905 . 5,750
Rarities from a titled collector in 1904 . 4,700
J. Panwell’s in 1899 . . . .  4,000
Nanktvell’s Transvaals in 1903, close on 3,000

To this list may be added the Le Roy 
D’Etoilles sales recently held in Paris, which 
have realized a grand total of ,£36,421.

If I could add to these figures collections 
purchased by other dealers it strikes me we 
should get a list that would astonish most 
of us.

Philatelic Literature
I a m  glad to hear that philatelic literature 
is beginning to attract the attention of stamp 
collectors a little more than it has done. 
Here is a pleasant bit o f information sent to
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of sales has been most satisfactory. The total 
amount of these reached nearly ^375*

Office bearers elected for the year 1907-8 are 
as follows :— Hon. President: M. P. Castle, j . p .  

(Vice-President of the Royal Philatelic Society). 
President: W. V. Morten, The Drive, Round- 
hay, Leeds. Senior Vice-President: C. W. 
Harding, 1 Marlborough Grove, Leeds. Junior 
Vice-President: J. W. Duffield, 4 South View 
Terrace. Headingley, Leeds. Hon. Treasurer: 
J. H. Thackrah, 54 St. Michael’s Road, Leeds. 
Hon. Secretaries: C. W. Harding, I Marlborough 
Grove, Leeds; P. M. Knight, 47 Boar Lane, 
Leeds. Hon. Librarian: F. A. Padgett, 6 Park

Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All com m unications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
Edward J .  Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden P^rk, 
T unbrid ge W ells.

Correspondence.—T h e Editor regrets that he has 
no time for direct correspondence. AH letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
o f “ Answers to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stam ps.— Ow ing to the great 
num ber o f forgeries being  offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion o f our time 
is taken up with the exp ert exam ination o f sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added m argins 
and corners, and the scores o f other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this exam ination can b e  done only by  e x 
perts, whose tim e is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to  increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows : is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special know ledge 
is necessary, e .g . exam ination o f U .S . g rilles  o r 
Italian postm arks, additional tim e will be required

Lane, Leeds. Hon. Auctioneer: J. E. Kitchen, 
Albion Place, Leeds. Exchange Manager: E. 
Egly, Arncliffe Road, West Park, Leeds.

Hitherto an entrance fee of 2s. 6d. was pay
able by new members, but this has now been 
abolished, the subscription of 5s. per annum 
remaining the same as before.

The syllabus is now ready for the new session 
1907-8. Some splendid displays have been 
arranged, which augurs well for another successful 
year. There will also be the occasional stamp 
auctions inaugurated last session.

For syllabus and rules apply to the Secretary.

to allow of such stam ps bein g  sent to  the reco g 
nized exp erts abroad.

T h e stamps should be sent lightly  fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion o f th e desired inform ation.

T h e following abbreviations are used in giving 
an o p in io n :— B . Bogus, i.e. never e x is te d ; F. 
F o rg e d ; G . G en u in e ; G .F . Stam p genuine, sur
charge forged ; R . R ep rin t; W . W aterm ark .

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must b e  sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—O ur publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of V ol. V  of Gibbons Stam p W eekly 
in art cloth , lettered  front and back, a t is . 6d ., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—V o l. I. Jan u ary  to  Ju n e , 1905, 
including the rare early  num bers. 400 pages, 
10s. 9d ., post-free. V o l. IV . Ju n e  to  D ecem ber,
1906. 414 pages, 4s. gd., post-free. V ol. V .
January to  Ju n e , 1907. 428 pages, 4s. 9d .,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
A  p o p u lar W eekly  S ta m p  J o u rn a l fo r  the 

gen eral co llecto r , and  m ore e s p e c ia lly  for 
b egin n ers an d  yo u n g c o llecto rs .

W E E K L Y  C O N T E N T S .
T h e Countries o f the W orld .

B y  Ed . J .  Nankivell.
Portraits on Stam ps. B y  Boswell Jun ior.
New Issues. W ritten  up to  date and fully illus

trated.
M iscellaneous Item s o f News and Facts.
Gossip o f  the H our. B y  Cornelius W rin k le. 
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
T h e Stam p M arket. B y  an O dd Lot. A chat 

on Prices.
Special Foreign  and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to  Correspondents.
Philatelic D iary o f C om ing Events.

P R E P A ID  S U B S C R IP T IO N S  must com m ence 
w ith the cu rren t num ber, and can be fo r 3, 6 , o r 
12 months at the follow ing rates, p o st-free :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is . 8d. 40 c. fc. 2 .00 m. 1.70
6  „ 3s- 3<i- 80 c . fc . 4 .00 m. 3-25

6s. 6d. $1.60 fc . 8 .00 m. 6 .50

In  G reat Britain  it will be ch eap er for our 
readers to  o rd er G . S . W . from  th e ir  nearest 
N ew sagent o r Statio n er, o r from  th e  Railway 
Bookstall. T h is  w ill save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead o f  folded as it would 
be if  posted.

Printed b y  W. B k k m d o n  &  S o n ,  Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C. 
r 17 August, 1907.
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Gossip of tbe Horn*
By C O R N E L I U S  W R I N K L E
New Zealand : Colour of current 6d.

MY old friend, Mr. Warhurst, responds 
to my appeal to him as a colour 
authority, on the correct definition 

of the current 6d., which we have been call
ing pink, and which I suggested should be 
rose-carmine. Mr. Warhurst writes :—

D e a r  C o r n e l iu s ,—Your appeal as to a colour name is 
all very well. 1 am supposed to have a fair insight of 
colour minutiae as welt as of details of old stamps, and a 
fair amount of foresight has been creditcdto me (alas’) 
which ought to be superior to mere second sight, a quality 
needed to answer your query, as I had not had any sight 
of the N.Z. stamp in question when G.S.IV. reached this 
site. The new issue of it reached me the same day, 
and it seems to be carmine, but it may be thought to have 
a rosy tint—for I find that the topsy.turvydom of colour 
names, as shown in purples or mauve being mostly called 
lilac, has extended to the national reds. Many shades of 
deep rose, very near to crimson, are now given as carmine, 
while on the other side of the line the lighter scarlets 
used for many recent stamps of the one penny value 
are also called carmine. Yet to me it is an easier task to 
name colours than it is to find some watermarks, or even 
the correct gauge of some perforations, and a standard 
catalogue of colour names should be as simple a compila
tion as a “ simplified ” priced catalogue of the stamps—if 
anybody would look at and study it.

That 6d. Blood-red N.Z.
Now, while I am on the New Zealand track, 
let me indulge in a little correction pointed 
out by my friend, W. B. Edwards, to wit, 
that I should have credited that fiery blood- 
red to the no wmk. series o f the first colonial 
prints, instead of the single N.Z. and Star 
series. O f course I should; but, there, that 
comes of dining at Sevenoaks. I ought 
to know better, for I have a single and a 
glorious pair, all perfectly centred, that I 
would barely exchange for a  Southern 
Nigeria, single CA. In fact, I believe I 
could get a dozen of the Southern Nigeria 
rarity for one of the 6d. blood-red N.Z.

Cornelius Cranky on N .Z .’s.
I AM told that I am regarded as having 
gone dotty on Waterlow N.Z.’s. Bosh! I am 
dotty on lots of delectable countries, as my 
friends would know if they had to pay my 
bills. Waterlow N.Z.’s are only one of many 
countries in which I endeavour to specialize,

and on all of which I am quite dotty. But, 
seriously, my friends who think we are 
making too much of N.Z.’s would do well 
to give them a little more attention, or in the 
sweet by and by they will be kicking them
selves for not having done so.

W ait till they Grow Old 
It used to be “ wait till the clouds roll by,” 
now it is “ wait till they grow old.” The 
grand stamps of the hour should be neglected 
till they can be classed as old issues. The 
prophets have had a go at them. They were 
going to be common ruck, but the said 
prophets would like to bag on the quiet at 
“  common ” rates a little of such ruck as the 
single C A ’s.

B ig Figures in Stamps 
W e  are rapidly getting away in the clouds 
in the matter of big figures in stamps. I 
have just been making a list of the Gibbons 
purchases, and here it is, mostly from Mr. 
C. J. Phillips’s F ifty  Years o f Philately :—
Breitfuss, in 1907, about . . . .£50,000
Mann’s Europeans, 1906 . . . 30,000
Ayer’s Collection...................................21,000
Castle’s Australians in 1894 . . . 10,000
Ehrenbach’s Germans in 1896 . . 6,000
Castle’s second Australians in 1905 ■ 5,750
Rarities from a titled collector in 1904 . 4,700
J. Panwell’s in 1899 . . . .  4,000
Nankivell’s Transvaals in 1903, close on 3,000

T o this list may be added the Le Roy 
D'Etoilles sales recently held in Paris, which 
have realized a  grand total o f £36,421.

If I could add to these figures collections 
purchased by other dealers it strikes me we 
should get a  list that would astonish most 
of us.

Philatelic Literature
I AM glad to hear that philatelic literature 
is beginning to attract the attention of stamp 
collectors a little more than it has done. 
Here is a pleasant bit of information sent to
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me by that well-known philatelic literature 
enthusiast, Mr. H. Clark, of W orthing:—

On August ist a number of philatelists, who are specially 
interested in the literature of their subject, met to consider 
a proposal for the formation of a society, the objects of 
which should be to encourage and develop the study and 
collecting of philatelic literature. The meeting was held 
at the residence of Mr. Fred J. Melville, and the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted

“ That it is the opinion of this meeting that it is de- 
sirable to form a Society to promote the collection and 
study of literature relating to Philately; to compile, 
rim, and publish works of value to the librarian and 
ook collector; to assist in the interchange of duplicates; 

and generally to place upon record everything that may

appertain to the history and bibliography of stamps and 
stamp collecting."

A further motion was also adopted :—
“ That steps be taken to form a Society in accordance 

with the previous resolution by circularising those likely to 
be interested in the subject."

It is hoped that the present endeavour may lead to 
the formation of a Society which will be able to accom- 
plish good work in a much neglected branch of Philately, 
and which will have both the financial and operative sup
port necessary to a prolonged existence. A general in
augural meeting will be held on Thursday, September 
19th, and all those who are interested are requested to 
communicate with Mr. F. J. Peplow, 185 Barry Road, 
Dulwich, S.E., and they will receive due notice of place 
and time of meeting.

Further Dotes on
The Breitfuss Collection
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

T HE following volumes have been priced 
since the last notice, and can now be 
sent on approval to collectors who 

desire to see them ; or the collection as far 
as priced can be inspected during office hours 
at 391 Strand, London.

V O LU M E  XIII 
I n d ia ,  S t r a i t  S e t t le m e n t s

The India stamps are rather a good lot, 
with several pages of essays and reprints. 
In the postage stamps in the better things are 
two of the i  anna, red; a pair and two singles 
of the I anna, with pointed bust, unused ; 4 
annas, inverted head, used, cut to shape; 4 
annas, first printing, with blue wavy line all 
round and rosettes in each corner, a magnifi
cent unused stamp, with gum : this rarity 
came through us from the Garth Collection. 
In the 4 annas, last printing (stamps close 
together), there are a vertical pair, a horizon
tal strip of three, and a single, all unused, with 
gum, and many pairs and singles of different 
varieties used. In this first issue there are full 
sheets of the J anna, blue, and of the 2 
annas, deep green. In the issue of 1856, 
no watermark, there are three of the rare 
2 annas, green, one unused, one with the 
trial cancellation, and one poor piece, un
doubtedly genuinely used with the correct 
Indian postmark of that date. There is a 
good lot of the long Service stamps, including 
three of the 2 annas, one being on the Foreign 
Bill stamp with the top and bottom inscrip
tions not cut off. O f the 4 annas, there are 
four, including a very fine p air; 8 annas, 
two, one being unused. The Telegraph 
stamps are very fine, the rarest being a rather 
poor specimen of the 1861 issue, 4 annas, 
oblong. The later issues are represented by 
some very fine unused stamps, and by some 
scarce provisionals.

S/rai/s Settlements.— A fairly good lot, 
though not strong in the rare minor varieties 
of the surcharges. In the Straits Settlements 
proper there is a fine specimen of the 96 c., 
full gum, perf. 12J. In the scarce 1 o c. on 30c. 
there are a number of good types, nine unused 
and four used. Two interesting pairs are the 
5 c. on 8 c. and the 7 c. on 32 c., one stamp in 
each pair being the variety without a stop 
after “ cents.”

Bangkok.— A  very good lot and includes 
most values, unused and used. In the rare 
stamps are 30 c. fine, unused, full gum ; 96 c., 
unused and used; 4 c., rose, unused and used, 
and two of the “  Two cents ” on the 32 c. In 
the Native States there are many scarcevarie- 
ties and errors, especially in the early stamps, 
but they are very difficult to describe in a 
short article.

In Sunjei Vjong  I wish to draw special 
attention to a 4 c., rose, overprinted with the 
letters “ S .U .” wide apart with a full-stop after 
each letter. This stamp has been taken out 
of the Catalogue on the authority of some of 
the specialists who have studied the country, 
owing to the fact that the letters are spaced 
further apart than those on the common 2 c., 
brown. Luckily Mr. Breitfuss was in the 
habit of noting both the date when he bought 
a stamp and the price paid for it  He re
ceived this stamp from Messrs. Whitfield 
King & Co., soon after it had been issued, at 
the price of 2s. W e have written to that firm 
about the matter. They have kindly informed 
us that they would certainly never have 

’ bought any such provisionals except directly, 
and that although they do not recollect this 
particular stamp, they remember they had a 
quantity of the Sunjei Ujong stamps over
printed “ S.U.” I think that the stamp,coming
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as it did more than twenty years ago at such a 
low price and from such a source as Messrs. 
Whitfield King & Co., must be undoubtedly 
genuine, and I consider that this variety 
should be restored to the Catalogue. There is 
a beautiful lot of the4C.,rose; 8 c., orange ; and 
toe.,black,overprinted “ Sungei Ujong,” with 
some of the rare types, which are seldom to 
be met with, except in a very old collection 
like this.

VO LU M E XV
Ceylon, H ong K on g, L a b u a n , and  B orn eo

A fairly interesting volume, though I can
not say it is so strong as many other volumes 
in the collection. The Ceylon lacks blocks 
and the rare things, unused. In the better 
things are three of the 4d., imperf., two of 
the 8d., four of the 9d., six of the is. 9d., and 
three of the 2s., and a fairly good specimen 
of the is. imperf., unused. In the water
mark Star there are two of the 8d., brown, 
used ; and two unused and two used of the 
8d., yellow-brown. The no-watermark set is 
complete, unused, with a number of used. 
In the issue of 1864, watermark Crown and 
CC, there is an unused of the 6d., perf. 13 ; 
there is also a magnificent rod., verm ilion, 
unused, with gum. The later issues are 
fairly good, unused and used, and include 
most of the scarce provisionals. There is a 
very good lot of the unused Telegraph 
stamps, including rare varieties in the pro
visionals.

Hong Kong.— A fair, but not strong set, 
used and unused. The best stamp is the 
96 c., yellow-brown, unused, with full gum.

Labuan.— This is quite a good lot with a 
number of rare things. The 1879 issue, 
Crown and C A sideways, includes the 2 c., 
used and unused, and the 12 c., used and 
unused. In the provisionals of 1880 there 
are five of the 8 on 12, two being unused, 
and in a right-hand lower corner pair, i.e. 
the stamps are Nos. 9 and 10 on the sheet. 
This is interesting, as No. 9 is the variety 
with the inverted “ 8 ” ; thus the position of 
this variety is located on the sheet. I do 
not think it has been noted before. This 
pair was bought from Pemberton, Wilson 
& Co. for 4s. ; its value now is £24. There 
is a fine stamp, with full gum, of the one 
dollar, manuscript surcharge on the 16 c., 
blue. In the issue of 1885 there is a fine 
2 c. on 16 c. with the letters in capitals. In 
the issue of 1891 there is a number of rare 
provisionals, the best being the “ 6 ” on 16, 
blue, full gum, sold by our firm at 40s. and 
now worth ,£18.

Borneo.— Practically complete with all the 
errors of the surcharges, mostly unused and 
used.

V O L U M E  XVI
E g yp t, Sudan* L iberia* B r it is h  E a s t  A frica* 
Z an zib ar* a n d  U g an d a

Egypt.— An exceptionally fine lot of the 
stamps of a country which is much sought 
for just now, as many collectors claim it to 
be really a British Protectorate. If it were not 
for fear of causing a rupture in the “  Entente 
Cordiale,” I should be very much inclined to 
put this country in Part I of our Catalogue. 
There are many pages of proofs and 
essays; some of them are undoubtedly 
extremely rare, and many of them I have 
never seen before. Among the issued stamps 
I draw attention to:— 1866, two of the 5 
piastres, red, with the surcharge of the 
10 piastres, one being used on portion of 
original and the other unused. There is a 
tltc-beche pair of the 10 piastres, unused. I 
consider this to be undoubtedly the rarest 
Egyptian stamp and really among the rarities 
of the world, as very few are known. There 
are several values in pairs, imperf. vertically, 
and several of the 2 piastres, yellow, bisected 
and used as 1 piastre. In the issue of 1867 
most of the values are in blocks o f four, 
showing the four types, and also in singles, 
used and unused. The 1872 issue is ex
ceptionally strong in the interesting tete-beche 
varieties, there being no fewer than twenty- 
four pairs printed tete-beche ; there are several 
interesting pairs, imperf. between, used and 
unused. In the provisionals of 1879 there 
are two each tete-beche pairs of the 5 and 10 
paras ; in Sudan, first issue, strips of six, 
showing varieties of the surcharge and several 
inverted overprints.

In Liberia there is rather a poor lot of the 
early issues, the imperf being extremely 
weak. An interesting thing is an horizontal 
pair of the iz c., blue, perf. n i  all round, 
but imperf. between. British E ast Africa  
is a very good lot. The imperf. stamps of 
1890 are represented by singles, pairs, and 
some blocks of four; the most interesting 
page is that of the provisionals of 1891. 
Knowing how rare these are now it is inter
esting to note the old prices. Thus, in the 
stamps with the surcharge written and 
initialled “  A.B.” there is a fine unused stamp, 
i  anna on 2 annas, vermilion, full gum, 
bought from Th. Buhl in 1892 for 15s. ; its 
value now is £21. There is an exceptionally 
fine block of four of these stamps, used. 
The great rarity, 1 anna on 4 annas, brown, 
unused, and with gum, was bought also from 
Th. Buhl for 15s.; its value now is £30. 
The hand-stamped provisionals, $ anna and 
I anna, are also well represented. The 1895 
issue on the company’s stamps are complete 
used and unused, with some duplicates. In 
the issue on the Indian stamps there are 
several rare errors. In the later issues 
there is a number of very interesting and 
rare trials for different values, viz. a set of
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the large stamps. Queen’s Head, with the 
different values painted in by hand. Among 
the better things in Zanzibar are I anna, 
blue, surcharge, unused, several of the errors 
“ Zanibar,” several “ Zanzidars,” a pair of the 
5 rupies, one stamp with the “  R ” inverted, 
and many interesting varieties in the latter 
issues. In Uganda there is a very fair lot 
of each issue, including several singles and 
strips on letters, some interesting pairs and 
blocks printed le t e -b h h e , and two of the very 
rare manuscript provisionals, 15 on 10, and 
15 on 40.

V O LU M E XX 
P a n am a, P ietersb u rg

This is only a small volume, but it con
tains a very good lot of the Panama with 
the different settings and minor varieties 
properly worked out. In the rare things are 
a lot of the first and second issues of the 
rare “  Bocas del Toro.” The Pietersburg 
are a very fine lot and include most of the 
varieties in our Catalogue, and quite a num
ber of minor varieties which we have not 
catalogued or met with before.

V O LU M E XXI
D o m in ican  R e p u b lic ,
H aiti, a n d  B ritish  H o n d u ras

This is a small volume, but it contains 
some very fine stamps. In Dominican 
Republic there are fifteen of the first issue, 
including two of the “ un real,” deep green, 
and three of the “ un real,” buff. The issues 
of 1866 to 1871 contain a number of the rare 
varieties, among them being the i  real, blue, 
with the inscription and the value in blue, a 
variety which I never was able to get in my 
old collection, which I exhibited in London. 
In the issues 1880 and 1882 there is a num
ber of rare errors, e.g. surcharges on the 
wrong stamp, inverted surcharges, etc.

H aiti.— This is only a small lot of stamps, 
with a few good shades in the old issues, 
and a few interesting stamps, such as pairs, 
imperf. between.

British Honduras.— A very good lot in
deed. The issues o f  1866 to 1883 are repre
sented by a good number of stamps, the un
used especially including some rare shades. 
In the provisionals of 1888 there are all the 
rarities, chief among them is the exceed
ingly rare “ TWO” cents on “ 50” cents on 
“ is.” , grey, the “ t w o ” being in black in
stead of in red. Only five other specimens 
of this stamp are known to exist. This stamp 
is one of the authentic ones and is initialled 
“ w.g.a. " on the back, the “ a ” standing for 
“ Ackerman” ; the date is “ 3.5.91." It was 
sold to Mr. Breitfuss by Th. Buhl for ,£15 ; 
it is now valued at £ 1 50. Considering that 
this is the last stamp of this variety likely to 
be on the market, it is certainly a bargain at 
the latter price. In this issue I note also 
the rare 3 c. on 3d., brown, perf. 12J; this

was sold by Mr. Buhl in the early ’nineties 
for 2s. 6d. ; its value has now risen to /14, 
and it is not an easy stamp to find at that 
price with a genuine surcharge. Then there 
is the 2 c. on id., perf. 14, with the surcharge 
inverted ; and an interesting envelope is one 
franked by two stamps of 6 on 10 c., one 
having the “ 6 ” in red, and the other with 
the “ 6 ” in black, both surcharges being in
verted. The later issues are also very com
plete and include a quantity of stamps on 
letters and bisected stamps used for half 
their value.

V O LU M E  XXII
H a w a iia n  Is la n d s , F iji  Is la n d s ,
T o n g a , C o o k s Is la n d

In the Hawaiian Islands, which are a 
very good lot, I note in the rare issue of 
1851 the 5c., unused; 13c., the commoner 
variety, Type 1, fine, used; and 13 c., the rare 
variety. Type 1 and 2, used. These are four 
exceedingly rare stamps, which are to be 
met with now in only a few really old col
lections. The issue of 1853 includes a good 
lot of the 5 c. and 13 c. on the different 
papers. Among them are the 5 c. on the 
thick white paper, two stamps, one used, on 
the original cover, also a 13 c., surcharged 
“  5 ” in black ink, and used along with the
U.S. 12 c., imperf. The large figure stamps 
are well represented and include a number 
of scarce varieties and errors, there being 
some uncut sheets and several stamps on 
envelopes.

In F iji there are fifteen of the “ Times 
Express ” and a fine lot of the provisional 
issues of 1875 and 1876, there being no 
fewer than thirty-one of this scarce issue 
among them, several interesting errors, e.g. 
inverted “ A” used for “ v ”, round and Gothic 
stops mixed, etc.

The Tonga and Cook’s Island  do not con
tain anything of special interest.

V O LU M E  XXIV 
United States

This is a big volume and undoubtedly a 
good lot. The first pages are taken up by a 
good selection of the “ Carrier” stamps, 
many of which are on the original letters. 
Then comes a nice page of the 5 c., black, 
large head of 1845, including two stamps 
double struck. On the next page are four 
St. Louis, with a 10 c. on pelure paper, a 
very rare stamp on the original cover. Then 
there are many essays and trials, and 
following them come the Government issues. 
In the issue of 1847, 5 c., unused, is a block 
of six and eight singles, unused, and a 
number of used. The 1851 includes a fair 
number of blocks and some very fine shades; 
the best stamp in this issue is the 24 c., 
imperf. O f the “ Carrier” stamps there is 
the Franklin, 1851, unused and used. The
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first perforated issue of 1857 is a good lot. 
Of the first type, 5 c., there are five unused 
and eleven used, showing all shades. In the 
24 c., plum, rare colour, there are two ; one 
of these was obtained by Mr. lireitfuss from 
the Post Office Department in St. Peters
burg in 1880 ; this is interesting, as it tends 
to prove, I think, that this colour was the 
first printing, and that it was used by the
U.S. Government to distribute to other 
countries ; perhaps this is why we have not 
found the stamp used. In the issue of 1861 
there are some choice things. Evidently 
in the old days Mr. lireitfuss did not know 
about the premieres gravures, and he has 
only a few stamps which were taken, seem
ingly, as striking shades. Among them I 
note the 3 c., two of the 10 c.,and a magnifi
cent specimen with full gum of the rare 30c. 
In the ordinary stamps of this issue there 
are two of the 3 c., vermilion, three with 
gum of the 5 c., yellow, and a large number 
of shades and varieties in the other values. 
The reissue set of 1875 's complete. In 
the issue of 1867, grille all over, there is a 
pair, unused, bought from Moens for 6s. ; 
the value now is ,£13. The other grille 
stamps are well represented, including fine 
blocks of four. In the beautiful issue of 
1869 there are several pages of interesting 
proofs, perhaps the best being the unadopted 
designs, e.g. the 1, 2, 3, 12, and 13 c. with 
small figures, and the to c. and 30 c. in 
the unadopted types. In the regular stamps 
of that date there are fine pieces in shades 
of all values, and beautiful used 15, 24, 
and 30 c. with centres inverted. In the 
variety without grille, but with brown gum, 
there are the 1, 2, 3, 1 5, 24, 30, and 90 c., 
unused, and also some used. In the reissue 
of 1875 the set is complete, unused, with 
several values, used. In the 1875 issue, 
special printings, there are only the 7, 15, 
and 24 c. In the later issues there is a num
ber of varieties, imperf., used and unused.

The Departmental stamps are very strong; 
in most departments there are at least three 
sets complete, two being unused and one 
used. In the “ State," high values, there 
are four of the 2 dollars and one each of the 
5, 10, and 20 dollars. In the imperf., card
board proofs, there are two or three sets of 
each issue in varying shades. In the Navy 
Department I note the error 2 c., green, 
perif.; a pair of the 2 c-, imperf.; and the 2 c., 
black, perf. and imperf. The Periodicals are 
a very strong lot, and to finish up there are 
somepagesofthe“ Fractional currency notes," 
and a good set of the Telegraph stamps.

VO LU M E XXX IV
S w itze r la n d

A very good book, in which Mr. Breitfuss 
took a great interest. In the Cantonal stamps 
there are as follows :—

Basle.— 2̂  rap., three unused and four 
used, one on letter.

Geneva.— 5 + 5, one unused, two used, one 
on letter cut the wrong way, and a pair re
joined. A very beautiful page.

O f the single 5 c., both large and small 
eagle, there is a fine assortment in singles, 
pairs, and some with scarce obliterations.
5 c., green on white, cut out of envelope and 
used on entire letter : a very fine stamp with 
the black “ grille ” postmark.

Zurich .— Horizontal lines, 4 rap., the five 
types unused and the five types used. The 
unused are a beautiful set, and include a 
mint pair, Types 4 and 5. Mr. lireitfuss 
bought this pair from the late Mr. Schulze 
nearly thirty years ago for £ \  ; the value 
now is j£t20. 6 rap., horizontal lines, a 
beautiful strip of the five types, unused, 
bought from Moens in 1881 for £5 10s. ; its 
value to-day is £75. There are two of the
6 r. retouched, both on original letters, and 
a number of used, including several rare 
postmarks. Vertical lines, 4 rap., one unused, 
and a magnificent matched set of five types 
used, all on portions of original letters; 
6 rap., two types unused and many used, 
including one stamp retouched.

Geneva (so-called Valid).— 4 c., unused, and 
two used ; 5 c., unused, and seven used.

Geneva (so-called Neufchatcl).— Two 5 c., 
unused, with full gum, and two used.

Zurich (so-called W interthur). —  T w o  
singles and a vertical strip of four, unused, 
the latter a very fine thing; also several 
used.

O rts-Post: no frame; a very fine complete 
made-up plate of the forty types, well matched 
in colour; also a pair and single, used. 
Poste Locale: 2i rap., without frame, the 
five types used. Orts-Post: with fram e; 
complete made-up plate of forty types, used, 
exceedingly fine; four unused and many 
singles used.

Poste Locale: with frame; a complete 
made-up plate of forty types, several singles 
used, and seven unused. The “  Rayons,” 
deep blue, pale blue, and the orange stamps, 
have been plated, used and unused. The 
latter are a fine lot, and in this collection is 
the only attempt I have seen to reconstruct 
the plates, unused. The silk-thread stamps 
of 1854 are a very nice lot and include 
nearly seventy unused, including several of 
the rare Munich print ; the best of them are 
two of the 5 rap., red-brown, and three 
of the 40 rap., yellow-green. Quite a rarity 
in this issue is an envelope franked by l i  
stamps of 2 rap., dated August, 1862, 
“  Locano.” This bisection was authorized 
specially for the 3 c. rate to Italy, and was 
allowed to be used only between April and 
August, 1862. In this volume there is also a 
large number of rare essays and colour- 
trials.

{To I t  continued.)
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General Collecting 
For Pleasure and Profit
U J i t b  m a n y  o f  t b e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  S p e c i a l i s m

By M. Z. KUTTNER
FROM THE “ P. J. of G. B."

W E are continually being told now
adays that it is impossible for the 
ordinary man to be a general col

lector and at the same time have any claims 
to be considered a philatelist in any real 
sense of the word.

The stock arguments against “ generalism” 
repeated year in and year out eventually re
solve themselves into the two desiderata—  
abundance of time and money beyond those 
of the average business or professional man.

And yet it has appeared to me lately that > 
there might be a way by which a person of 
even extremely limited means might be en
abled to permit his philatelic sympathies to 
extend beyond the spacious bounds of— say 
Wadhwhan or the Ionian Islands.

The system which I advocate, which, by 
the way, appears likely to prove fairly suc
cessful as far as I personally am concerned, 
is to my mind comparatively simple.

To begin with, 1 start my collection in a 
set of the Imperial Albums (ioth edition). I 
say, advisedly, start, since, as will be seen 
shortly, I do not intend to continue it alto
gether in these most convenient receptacles.

I use the ioth edition because by so 
doing I shall have the minimum number 
of King’s Heads, with their single and 
multiple watermarks, ordinary and chalk
surfaced paper, and other peculiarities be
loved of the modem philatelic (?) speculator.

Doubtless all these details have their uses 
and reasons beyond and apart from Postal 
Revenue purposes. Doubtless, also, they are 
just as interesting pfiilatelically, and quite as 
worthy of collection as varieties of South 
Australian perforations and watermarks or 
types of first issue Shanghais.

I grant all this at the outset so as to save 
the editor and publishers of the P .J . G. B. 
from being overwhelmed by the crowd of 
indignant protestors against my heresies— to 
which, nevertheless, 1 shall adhere for the 
present.

Furthermore, I do not intend to take more 
unused stamps than I can help. I do not 
say that I will relentlessly refuse asylum to 
an otherwise desirable stamp on the ground 
that it is not postmarked. But in my collec
tion unused stamps will be strictly subordi
nated and supplementary to fine used speci
mens.

Lastly, though I shall not absolutely make 
no exceptions, I intend to let the great bulk 
of my purchases consist of such stamps as 
can be bought at from about is. to 10s. each.

A s I am willing to take anything and 
everything colonial or non-colonial, fashion
able or unfashionable, provided it be in really 
fine used condition, 1 have no difficulty in 
spending as much money as I can spare in 
purchases much below catalogue price. And 
since, at the outset at any rate, I limit myself 

i to the varieties provided for in the Imperial. 
I do not (having, I trust, a very little common 
sense) become the proud possessor of no
thing but “  undesirables at any price.”

But whatever one buys one must inevit
ably find the issues o f some countries grow
ing more complete than others. When this 
occurs I seize the opportunity of gratifying 
my “ specialist” tendencies.

As soon as, say, 2-3— 3-4 of the spaces pro
vided for any one country or state become 
filled 1 judge that country worthy of special 
attention for a short time. By “  special at
tention” I do not mean to imply that I at 
once commence “  bloating.” On the con
trary, although 1 do read up whatever special
ist articles 1 can find dealing with the stamps 
under consideration, I confine my energies 
to filling up (still with fine used specimens) as 
many gaps as possible and add merely such 
additional shades and other rarities as seem 
to me to be fairly distinctive in the articles 
I have read, though beyond the scope of a 
catalogue or my album.

But since, to do this, 1 should make a very 
untidy mess of those pages devoted to the 
country in question, I get out of the diffi
culty by removing the whole lot o f stamps 
to a small blank book— preferably with move- 
able leaves. Now I separate the used from 
the unused, mounting the latter on pages by 
themselves duly inserted in their proper posi
tions among the various issues. If, however, 
I have no unused stamps of certain periods 
I do not emphasize that fact by means of a 
fine array of empty pages.

When I have found the number of gaps 
reduced almost to vanishing point, or the 
difficulties in the way of filling Jhem very 
seriously increased, I make a note of my 
wants in that particular country and return 
again to my general collecting. By and by
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the same process is repeated with another 
and yet another country.

So much for my method. Now for the 
advantages which I claim for it, premising, 
as before, that I am speaking from the point 
of view of one who is limited both as to time 
and money.

In the first place, my thirty years’ experi
ence of stamp collecting convinces me that 
it is practically impossible for any one to be
come a successful specialist without a pretty 
fair general knowledge of stamps. Of course, 
there are exceptions, but in the majority of 
cases it is this general knowledge alone that 
saves the collector from many serious mis
takes. Also, I think that the advanced 
specialist is apt to fall out of touch and 
sympathy with those to whom his own pets 
do not appeal, and in other ways to become 
philatelically narrow minded.

My preference for fine used specimens is 
dictated by considerations (1) of cost, (2) of 
safety, and (3) of stability or rather pro
spective increase in value.

At the present time the cry is all for un
used, and naturally the demand creates the 
supply, so far as it will go. But since, in 
many cases, the demand is far greater than 
the supply, the “  faker ” has promptly availed 
himself of the opportunity. I do not wish to 
pose as an alarmist, nor, in spite of all that I 
have seen and heard of the prevalence of 
cleaned stamps, do I think that these are 
altogether so difficult of detection as some 
people imagine. Yet while the man of means 
and leisure need have comparatively few 
fears on that score, his less fortunate com
panion, who cannot always go to one of the 
big dealers and get a London Society’s 
Certificate of soundness with each purchase, 
may often discover that he has been taken in 
only when it is too late.

The price, too, for fair unused stamps is, to 
my mind, altogether out of proportion to that 
for fine used ones. O f course an absolutely 
“ mint” specimen, without the faintest sus
picion of cleaning, mending, or regumming 
about it, is worth whatever a rich man will 
give for it. But what about those stamps—  
the great majority—that do not fulfil all these 
requirements. Surely these must always be 
of more or less doubtful value differing in 
each individual instance.

And since, if stamp collecting is to con
tinue, the bulk of collectors cannot belong 
to the millionaire class, it seems certain, to 
my mind, that there must be a constantly 
increasing demand and appreciation for 
really fine used specimens.

Similar considerations, mutatis mutandis, 
influence me with regard to my partiality for 
what may be termed the “ middle class ” 
among stamps. Expensive stamps very soon 
lead to a fairly great lock-up of capital out
lay, when the collection is apt to become so

much an investment that its passable cash 
value and the fluctuations of the market 
frequently detract greatly from the enjoy
ment that should be derived from the hobby. 
Then, too, though the general tendency is 
upwards, quite a number of high priced 
stamps appreciate so slowly that the “ un
earned increment” attaching to them by no 
means pays a reasonable interest on the in
vestment. For one stamp that in a given 
time has risen in value from ,£10 to ^12, 
there are many hundreds that have risen 
from is. to 3s. or more, thus affording 
the man of moderate means a far greater 
prospect of recouping himself for his outlay 
should he unfortunately be obliged to realize.

As a general rule, too, the “  fakers ” con
fine their operations to the more valuable 
varieties, so that one can purchase such 
stamps as those to which I have referred 
without fear. This class of stamp, too, is the 
one on which the dealer finds it easiest to 
make a reasonable profit, so that he, in his 
turn, can give better value to his customer.

Lastly, the “ reasonable” specializing which 
I describe seems, so far as 1 have been able 
to ascertain by experience, to commend itself 
greatly to the more respectable and reliable 
dealers. Although, considering the lines on 
which I collect, my “ specialist” purchases 
cannot amount to very large amounts in any 
particular country. I have on all sides upon 
explaining my system been treated with 
quite exceptional consideration. And since 
after all stamp collecting would be impos
sible without stamp dealers, it seems to me 
that a  plan which enlists these gentlemen’s 
hearty and practical sympathy must be 
mutually advantageous to both buyer and 
seller.

• B A R B A D O S
B y  E . D. B acon  and  F ,  H . R a p ier
With a  Hittory and Description o f  the Star~wat«rmarhtd 
Papers o f  Messrs. Perkins Bacon A  Co.

T h is  im portant publication, consisting o f  120 
pages, is illustrated with three sheets o f autotypes 
o f stamps (specially showing all the varieties o f the 
id . on half o f 5s.), three facsim ile reproductions 
o f the S tar waterm arks, an Appendix containing 
copies o f original correspondence, etc . e tc ., a list 
o f th e num ber o f Stam ps o f each value printed by 
M essrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. and M essrs. D e La 
R u e &  Co.

P r ice  7s. 6d. in stron g  cover, o r 10s. 6d. well 
bound in cloth, g ilt edges ; post-free 3d. extra.

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T
P acket No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 

every stomp bein g  different and genuine, and thus 
form ing a choice collection in itself.

£ &  post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
91 Strand, London, W .C .
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Forgeries and Reprints
Hou> t o  D e t e c t  T h e m

B y  R E V .  R O B E R T  B. E A R E E
B R IT ISH  G U IA N A  —continued 
I s s u e  o f  18 5 6 . 4 c . ,  b l a c k  o n  b lu e

Genuine.— The paper is blue-faced; instead of 
red-faced. I have not been able to get this; but I 
conclude that the design is the same as that of the 
4 c., magenta.

Forged.— Lithographed, on thick, hard, blue
faced white wove paper, with a shiny surface. 
The design is exactly the same as that of the 
forgery of the 4 c., crimson.
P O S T M A R K S

B G
Genuine.— My specimen is lettered ^ p in

1 85 6
four lines.

Forged.— My blue 4 c. is uncancelled ; the 
crimson one has 1, with “ Paid” between two 
transverse lines in the centre (lithographed), and 
a large “ 5 ” (hand-stamped) added separately, 
as a sort of surcharge, besides the postmark. 
Another copy bears 98, with r e g i s t e r e d ,  in 
large block capitals, obliquely across it, all 
lithographed.

N o t e .— Both genuine and forged have the sig
nature “  E. Lew ”  upon them ; the genuine has 
it written; it is lithographed in the forgeries.

I s s u e  o f  1 8 6 2 ;  P r o v is io n a ls ,  1 , 2* 4  c e n t s ;  
R o u le t te d  6
These stamps are of local manufacture, 

type-set, with initials of the Acting Receiver- 
General of the Colony written in the centre, 
in red or black ink. Most of the specimens 
that I have handled were cut, but I believe 
they were all rouletted 6. There is not a full 
set of any one of the six types. The sheet 
contains four horizontal rows, of six stamps 
in a row, thus making twenty-four stamps on 
the sheet. They are disposed in the follow
ing manner, the numbers in the compart
ments being those of*the six types :—

S h ee t  of t h e  i C e n t .

S h e e t  op  t h e  4 C e n t s .

According to this, and the I in 2 cents, 
Type III. is the rarest, and Type II. is the 
commonest; in the 4 cents, Type VI. the 
rarest, and Type V. the commonest. Here 
are the six types :—

T y p e  II. ( i  c., 2 c.).

awe*'.*]
T ype  III. (1 c., 2 c.). T y p e  IV . (4 c.).

T y p e  V. (4 c.).

The values are :—
T ype  I.— With border of pearls : i c.,2 c.
T y p e  II.— W ith border of pointed, oblique 

ovals, containing crosses : i c . ,  2 c.
T y p e  III.— With border of little bunches 

of grapes : 1 c .,2  c.
T y pe  IV.— With border of quatrefoils, 

containing crosses : 4 c. This type exists 
both with and without interior lines.

T y pe  V ,— With border something like the 
“ eyes” of the dressmakers’ “ hooks and eyes,” 
each “ eye ” having a little circle or ring in 
it : 4 c.
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T ype V I.— With border of trefoils: 4 c. 
There are no interior lines in this type.

From this description it will be understood 
that there are three types of the 1 c. and 2 c., 
and three of the 4 c . ; but that none of the 
types of the 4 c. resemble either of the lower 
values.

1 Cent, b lacK  on ro se
Genuine.—Type-set, on rather thick, rough, 

rose wove paper, rouletted.
T ype  I.—The lines separating the pearl border 

from the lettering are not continuous. Each little 
ornament is evidently cast as a pearl with a dash 
below it, the dash being of about the same width 
as the pearl. Thus, when the pearls are arrayed 
side by side, the dashes appear, at a distance, to 
form one uninterrupted straight line ; but, looked 
at closely, the line is broken below the space 
between every two pearls. This is the case with 
all the eight stamps of this type. In the fifth 
pearl from the top, on the left side of the stamp, 
there is only the usual crescent-shaped shading, 
with no round black spot, to the left of the 
shading, in the pearl. The perpendicular side
line, to the right of BRITISH, and the similar one 
to the left of po st ag e , are both broken into at 
least four, and in one case into five, separate 
pieces, instead of each forming one continuous 
line.

V a r ie t ie s  o f  T y p e  I.— The thirteenth stamp 
on the sheet (i.e , the first of Type I.) has an 
upright dash near the left-hand end of the g u ian a  
label, and a shorter dash before the Pof po stag e . 
The fourteenth stamp has an upright dash after the 
H of Br it is h . The fifteenth stamp has a curious 
scroll-ornament, instead of a pearl, over the first a  
of g u ia n a , and the fourth pearl from the left, at the 
bottom of the stamp below the E of ONE, is turned 
on its side, so that the crescent points to the right, 
instead of downwards, and the short line which 
should be between the pear) and the E ap|)ears as 
an upright dash between this pearl and its left- 
hand neighbour. There is a sort of colon after 
Br it ish . The 1 of g u ia n a  is a 1. The seven
teenth stamp has a stop at the left-hand end of 
the g u ia n a  label. The nineteenth stamp has an 
upright dash at the left-hand end of the g u ia n a  
la1>el, and a colon of square stops before the P of 
postage. In the twentieth stamp the head of 
the T of Br it is h  is faint, and the right-hand end 
of the line above one  c e n t  is bent downwards a 
good deal.

T y p e  II.— In all the twelve stamps of this type, 
the sharp ends of the ovals in the bottom corners 
point towards the centre of the stamp. The 
sharp ends of the ovals down the right side of the 
stamp point obliquely upwards to the left. (See 
varieties below, for a few exceptions.) The fifth 
oval down the right side is the same pattern as 
the rest.

V a r ie t ie s  o f  T ype  II.— The first stamp on 
the sheet has an ‘ hook-and-eye” ornament, 
instead of a crosses oval, to left of the t i  of 
Br it is h . The second stamp has the top oval, 
and the bottom oval but one on the rignt-hand 
side, with their sharp ends pointing downwards, 
instead of upwards. The third and fourth stamps

have the oval in the right top corner pointing 
downwards. The fifth stamp (like the second) 
has the top oval, and the bottom oval but one on 
the right side, pointing downwards. The sixth 
and seventh stamps have the oval in the right top 
corner pointing downwards. The eighth stamp 
has the same, and, in addition, the sixth oval 
from the top, on the right side, points downwards, 
and there is a colon before the P of POSTAGE. 
The ninth stamp has the oval in the right top 
corner pointing downwards. The eleventh stamp 
has the same, and, in addition, the fifth oval from 
the top down the right side has a large dot in it, 
and the seventh oval from the top, down the left 
side of the stamp, points upwards, and the top of 
the H of BRITISH is broken. In the twelfth 
stamp, the third oval down the right side is a 
curious pattern, quite different from the rest, and 
the seventh oval on the same side points upwards 
and outwards. The H of British  is broken, and 
there is a large dash before the p of postage  in 
this twelfth stamp.

T y p e  III.— Each of the two perpendicular 
lines, to the right of Br it ish , and left of 
po stag e , is broken into four, five, and even six 
separate pieces. The one to the right of Br it is h , 
if prolonged downwards, would pass clear to the 
right (or, in the last stamp but one on the sheet, 
would just graze the side) of the o of o n e ; and 
the line to the left of po st ag e , if prolonged 
downwards, would pass through, or graze, the 
last stroke of the N of c e n t . The inner stalk of 
the bunch of grapes at the top left corner of the 
stamp does not touch the stalk of the bunch 
immediately to the right of it. The A and n of 
g u ia n a  do not touch each other.

V a r ie t ie s  o f  T y p e  III.— The twenty-second 
stamp on the sheet (first stamp of Type III.) has 
the hunch of grapes in the left lower corner 
pointing downwards to the left; i.e., it belongs 
to the set down the left side. The twenty-third 
stamp has this same bunch of grapes pointing 
downwards to the right; i.e., it l>elongs to the 
bottom row, and the second and fifth ornaments 
in this bottom row are quite different in pattern, 
both from the grapes and from each other. 
The top of the o  of po stag e  is broken, and 
there is a semicolon after g u ia n a  in my specimen, 
though I am not sure whether this is always 
visible. The twenty-fourth stamp bears the 
legend p c s t a c e . (It is not a broken O, but a 
properly-formed c.)

I C en t
T y p e  I. Forced.— Lithographed, on medium, 

smooth, granitt wove paper, of a very disagree
able magenta tint, with a shade of blue in the 
red. Each of the four lines, separating the pearl 
borders from the rest of the stamp, is perfectly 
continuous, instead of broken; and, in the fifth 
pearl from the top on the left side, opposite the 
second 1 of BRITISH, there is a distinct black dot, 
besides the shading. The side-lines, to right 
of Br it ish  and to left of po stag e , are continuous, 
instead of broken. The letters ia  of g u ia n a  
touch each other, though they are separate in the 
genuine.

T y p e  II. First Forgery.—Type-set; paper 
very like the genuine, but thinner. The oval in 
the left bottom corner points downwards to the
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right, instead of upwards towards the centre of 
the stamp, and all the ovals down the right side 
point downwards to the left. This is a very easy 
test.

T y p e  II. Second Forgery.— Type-set, on 
rather thin, dull rose wove paper. The oval in 
the left bottom corner points upwards to the left, 
and the fifth oval down the right side, by the sr 
of p o st ag e , is quite a different pattern from the 
rest.

T y p e  II. Third Forgery.— Lithographed, 
on the magenta, grantt£ wove paper before 
described. This is imitated from the seventh 
stamp on the sheet (first stamp in the second row) 
which has the second oval from the top, down 
the left side, pointing down to the left, instead of 
to the right. The upright lines to right of British  
and to left of po st ag e  are continuous, instead of 
broken ; and the one to right of Br it is h , if pro
longed downwards, would pass midway between 
the on of o n e , instead of cutting deeply into the 
O, as it does in this particular type of the genuine. 
The o of p o st ag e  is narrow and oval, instead of 
being wide and almost circular.

T y p e  II. Fourth Forgery.— Typographed, 
on dull rose wove paper, rather thin, with coarse 
grain. The ovals at the top of the stamp are 
placed unevenly, and the two above the uia  of 
g u i a n a  are much closer together than those to 
the left of them. This forgery resembles the 
genuine, more than any of the others hitherto 
described.

T y p e  III. Forged.— Lithographed, on the
granite, magenta wove paper already mentioned. 
The lines to right of Br i t i s h  and left of p o s t a g e  
are continuous, instead of broken. The former, 
if prolonged downwards, would cut deeply into 
the o  of o n e . The inner stalk of the bunch of 
grapes, at the top left corner of the stamp, is 
joined to the stalk of the bunch to right of it. 
The A and N of g u i a n a  are joined at the bottom. 
This forgery is imitated from the twenty-second 
stamp on the sheet, i.e., the first stamp of 
Type III.

1 C e n t
Bogus.— (i.e., no genuine I cent o f  these types.)
T y p e  IV.— Lithographed, on granite, magenta 

wove paper.
T y p e  V.— Lithographed) on granitef, magenta 

wove paper.
T y p e  VI.— (i) Type-set, on fairly stout, rough, 

pale, dull rose paper.
T y p e  VI.— (2) Lithographed, on granitt, 

magenta wove paper.

P O ST M A R K S
Genuine.— 54.
T y p e  I. Forged.— Uncancelled. Also 22.
T y p e  II. First Forgery.— Som ething lik e  

30, w ith  AO in the centre.
Second Forgery.— Ditto.
Third Forgery.— Uncancelled.
Fourth Forgery.— Same as the first and 

second forgeries.
T y p e  l i t .  Forged.— Uncancelled.
Besides these I have notes of various forged

cancellations, but do not remember which par
ticular counterfeits bore them. They include 22. 
54, 57 (but circular), 98, 100 ; also a very small 
oblong of oblique bars, that just fills up the width, 
and rather more than the length, of the central 
square. Also a pen-stroke. Also a large “ 4,” 
like a surcharge.

The genuine stamps are initialled, as before 
stated. Almost all the forgeries have >n
two lines, written on them, but I have also seen 
“ E. Lew,” “  “  C.H.,” etc.

I s s u e  o f 1862. 2 C en ts, b la cK  and  y e llo w

It will be noted in the sketches of the 
three entire sheets, that the types of 
the 2 c. are in the same order as in the 
1 c. The fact is that the sheet is the same, 
only the value being altered. Thus all 
the peculiarities of the various stamps of
1 c. (except the value) will be found on 
the corresponding stamps of 2 c., as, for 
instance, the spelling P O S T A G E  of the last 
stamp on the sheet. Besides these, the 2 c. 
has its own special varieties: No. 13 has 
tw c  ; 16 has an italic T in CEN^s; 18 has 
an italic T in rw o.

Genuine.—Type-set; stamps exactly the same 
as the genuine 1 cent, with value altered ; paper, 
rouletting, etc., as before. I need not repeat the 
tests, as, except for the alterations in value, the 
tests given for the 1 cent will suffice.

2 Cents
T y p e  I. Forged.— Lithographed, on medium 

to thin, smooth, primrose-yellow wove paper, 
with a grain like that of our own old green £d. 
newbands of 1870. The design is exactly like 
that of the forgery of Type I of the 1 cent, with 
value altered.

T y p e  II. First Forgery.— Typeset, on 
rather rough, somewhat orange-yellow, medium 
wove paper. The oval in the left bottom corner 
is like the genuine. My specimen is not very 
distinct, but, as far as I can make out, the two 
ovals above ia of guiana touch each other. All 
the ovals down the right side point downwards to 
the left, as in the first forgery of the I cent of this 
type.

T y p e  II. Second Forgery.— Type-set, on 
fairly stout yellow wove paper. The oval in the 
left bottom corner points downwards to the right.

T y p e  II. Third Forgery.— Type-set, paper 
rather harder than the last. This is almost 
exactly the same as the second forgery, but there 
is a stop after guiana.

T y p e  II. Fourth Forgery.— Type-set, on 
yellow wove paper, with coarse graining. The 
oval in the left bottom comer points downwards 
to the right, and all the ovals down the right side 
point downwards to the left.

T y p e  III. Forged.— Lithographed, on bright 
yellow wove paper. This is exactly the same as 
the forgery of Type III., of the I cent, with value 
altered.

(T o  be continued.)



GIBBONS STAMP W EEK LY 123

lieu) Issues
By W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that ail m atters relating to new issues have been taken ouer by M r. F ra n k  Phillips, 
391 S tra n d , L o n d o n , W .C ., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
information concerning issues o f  stam ps new or projected. News from  the colonies in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address. _________

Australian Commonwealth. —  We referred 
last week in “ Gossip of the Hour”  to the break
down of theN.S.W. perforating machine gauging 
12 (which, however, really should be described as 
11$, 12), and the temporary use of the II 
machine. One result of this is the appearance of 
the id. Postage Due stamp with Commonwealth 
wmk., perf. 11 all round.

Wink. Crown and  A .

id ., emerald-green

Per/. i t .

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

S a n  J o s 6  o e  C l c u t a . 
xo July, 1907.

T o  M e s s r s .  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,
L o n d o n .

D e a r  S i r s , — Messrs. Sanchez and Sanchez of this town 
have told me o f the honorability o f your respectable firm 
with regard to the stamp branch, ana therefore I apply to 
you in order to inform you that some time ago  the pnnting 
works o f Messrs. Miguel Lascano C . and Andres Lascano 
Berti bad been busy in making a  quantity o f the postage 
stamps o f those issued by the Provisional Government 
in 1900, without and with my name, and therefore these 
things are clandestine issues and a  falsification that I have 
not authorized, and much less put them on sale, making 
use of m y name for this speculation, and as these Lascon* 
sell them in this town and send them abroad in their own 
name or in fictitious names, it is my duty to sound a  warning 
voice so that consequent loss may be avoided. Therefore I 
thus make manifest ray protest in defence o f  m y reputation, 
and I do not accept the responsibility o f this speculation.

As the number of sets of these stamps sold by me in 1900 
was relatively small, and as I am the only holder o f the 
stock which then remained in my possession, I have 
thought it right that this fraud shall not continue, aod 
that 1 should guarantee the authenticity o f my stamps to 
stamp dealers, as they, the stamps, will all bear my full 
autograph.

I nope you will kindly acknowledge receipt o f this letter, 
and I am, etc., etc.,

A n d r e s  B . F e r n a n d e z .

Brazil.— We copy the following from La Revue 
Postale (Aug.-Sept., 1907):—

A  kind correspondent of L a  Revue Postale, M. Sil- 
vestre Monteiro, Falcao at Para, informs us that a com
memorative stamp of 100 reis will be issued on the 
occasion of the centenary o f the opening o f Brazilian 
ports to international commerce. These stamps wilt be 
current during the Exposition o f 1908. The design is by 
the eminent artist Henri Bernadelli. An order for fiv e  
millions of these stamps has been placed with the 
American Bank Note Company.

We wonder if this is the same stamp to which 
we referred last week. The numbers are sadly 
at variance.

Cucuta,—Our publishers have received the 
following letter respecting stamps of the type 
illustrated below.

5 e vo s.
There are other stamps of this department of 

Colombia at present on the market, which we 
suspect to be of doubtful origin, and of which we 
shall have more to say next week.

East Africa and Uganda Protectorates.—
There have been rumours for some time that the 
currency of this territory was to be changed. 
We noticed in The People of 11 August illustra
tions of the new coinage just issued for Nigeria 
and British West Africa and the East Africa and 
Uganda Protectorates. The decimal system as 
used on the Continent, in the United States, and 
several British colonies, has been adopted. The 
five and ten cent pieces are made of metal, whilst 
the smallest coin, one-tenth of a penny (Nigeria 
and British West Africa), is of aluminium.

New issues of stamps will doubtless follow. 
Indeed,theNordiskFilatelistisk Tidskrift{22.7.07) 
gives a list from specimen copies as follows:—

K ing's H ead type w ith altered values. M ult. wink. 
Ordinary paper. 

t c. 1 grey-brown.
3 c., grey-green.
0 C., carmine, 

xo c., pale olive and lilac, 
xa c., violet and lilac. 
x$ c., ultramarine.
95 c., black and green.
50 c., oraifee-brown and green.
75 c., pale blue and grey.black.
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Eweii's Weck/y (10.8.07) chronicles the appear
ance of the 1 rupee on chalk-surfaced paper 
with multiple wmk. This only leaves the 10 
and 50 rupees with the old wmk. Crown and CC.

K in g 's H ead. C halky paper. M u lt, wm k.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
1 r., green

Ecuador.— We have received a new set of
stamps for this republic, and below print a trans
lation of the decree authorizing the issue. 

DECREE.
E lov A lfaro,

C on stitution al P resident 0 / the R epublic.
By reason

of the issue of postage stamps, authorised by the Execu
tive Decrees of the 8th June and 2nd July of last year, 
being concluded

It is decreed
Article I. That the new issue of postage stamps, which 

are of the value, colour, and with portraits as stated 
herein, vie.—

1 centavo, red, portrait of President Roca;
2 centavos, pale blue, portrait of President Dr. Noboa;
3 » yellow ,, ,, General Robles;
5 n rose ,, „  General Urvina;

zo „ deep blue ,, ,, Dr.Garcia Moreno;
20 ,, pale green ,, ,, Carrion;
50 ,, purple ,, „  Dr. Espinoza;

z sucre, green „ „  Dr. Borrero;
shall be on sale at all the post offices of the Republic from
the zst July of this year.

Article 11. In conformity with the Convention of the
Universal Postal Union the requisite numbers of the 
stamps shall t>e forwarded to the offices at Berne.

Article III. Thirty days’ grace shall be allowed in 
which holders of postage stamps of the preceeding issue 
can utilise them or have them exchanged at the fiscal offices.

Article IV. The Ministers of Education, Posts, etc., 
and of Finance are charged with the execution of the 
present Decree.

Given at the National Palace in Quito the 20th June, 1907.
(Signed). E lov A lfaro, President.

A lfredo Rouge. M in ister 0 / E ducation.
A m alio Puga, M in ister 0 / Finance.

C ertified  a s a copy by A lfon so F reile  /-., U nder Secre
tary fo r  Education.

P o rtra it series. C entre in  f ir s t  colour. P erf. 14, 15.

c. , black and carmine .

Unused. 
s . d.

. 0 z

Used. 
s. d .

2 c. „  pale blue . 0 2 —
3 C. ,, orange . . 0 a —
5 c. „  lilac rose. . — —

to c. ,, indigo . — —
20 c. ,, pale green . — —
50 c. ,, purple . — —

s. „  bluc*green

H olland.— Mr. J. B. Robert, of Gravenhage, 
writes us that the c. Postage Due stamp 
chronicled some time ago (No. 3 5 9  in the Sup
plement) is still issued. The new 50 cent and 
1 gulden are also printed, but none will be sent 
to Berne before date of issue. “  In future,”  the 
Postmaster-General says, “  no new stamps will be 
issued to the public until the old stock is exhausted, 
nor will specimen copies be sent to Berne until 
date of actual issue. Many specimen stamps get 
into the hands of dealers and are chronicled in 
the stamp papers, in consequence of which the 
officials are pestered with orders and requisitions 
they cannot supply.”  We wish all countries 
would adopt this sensible rule.

Apropos of the al>ove, Mr. Robert also writes 
“ that the 15 c., 30 c., 50 c., 1 g., and 2\ g. of 
Surinam, which have been chronicled some time, 
were only issued on the 1 August, and that no 
more of the old issues arc now to be obtained.”

Jam aica.— According to the London Phila
telist (July) the error SER.:ET has not been 
corrected on the latest issue of the Arms type. 
A  correspondent mentions that he has this on the 
5d. lately issued with multiple wmk. The variety 
will follow No. 60 in the Catalogue.

A rm s type. M u ltip le  wm k.
V ariety. SBR.JET for seRviet.

Unused. Used.

t

Id

jd ., black and yellow
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The stamps are printed in sheets of ioo, ten 
rows of ten, on white wove paper, and are per
forated by a comb machine, gauging 13$.

S M M i u I ®

Tbe office of Sam baw a (Madagascar) has again re
commenced the little game of bisected stamps. This 
time they are the 20 c. (Bull and Lemur type) cut 
diagonally, "  by reason of the shortage of to c. stamps,” 
says the postmaster. The letter in hand bears date of 
34 May, 1907. Thisofficehadnostampsof to centimes; it 
is very culpable not to have ordered them in good time. 
Tbe postmaster of Sambawa had perhaps no stamps of 
10 centimes. But for certain he had amongst his effects a 
marking stamp i\P . or P.D., which all offices have, and 
whtcb are especially intended for tbe occasions when 
postage stamps run short.

Nepal.— A new issue of stamps for this king
dom, and which are a decided improvement upon 
the earlier ones, has just been engraved and 
primed by Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co., Ltd., 
to the order of Messrs. Keymer, Son & Co., 
the agents of the Nepal Government, to whom we 
are indebted for the explanation of the design 
given below. The latter was adopted from a 
native sketch, the particulars of the god being 
corrected by reference to engravings in Coleman’s 
Mythology of the Hindus, an authoritative work 
published in 1832.

As will be seen from the illustration, the design 
is somewhat unique, even in the present age of 
postal curiosities, the lettering being entirely in 
native characters, and the equivalents of the words 
“ postage” or “ revenue”  are missing. It is a great 
pity that no European inscription is given, for 
unless a collector has a knowledge of I)evanagri, 
the different values can only be distinguished by 
the varying colours. The stamps have a double 
border, the inner one containing, in coloured 
letters, a motto, which is the same for all values, 
whilst the outer has in white letters, at the top, 
the name of the god portrayed in the centre; at 
the bottom g o o r k a  SIRKAR; and on either side 
the denomination, atl in Devanagri characters.

In the centre of the stamp, amidst the eternal 
snows from whence flow the fertilizing streams 
to the green hills below, sits the god Siva Mahadeo. 
or Mahadiva (as it is sometimes spelt), the 
destroyer, “ the Supreme God,” with his three 
eyes to denote the three divisions of time— past, 
present, and future. In one hand he holds an 
antelope; in another the trident, to show the three 
great attributes of creating, preserving, and de
stroying, and that he is the Iswara or Supreme 
Lord. Another hand is held up in a forbidding 
attitude, and the fourth is stretched out in the act 
of solicitation. The necklace of skulls signifies 
the lapse and revolution of ages, and the extinction 
and succession of the generations of mankind.

In the upper corner the sun and the crescent 
moon are represeote 3, whilst in the lower corners 
the year of issue of the stamps is denoted.

Only four denominations are to be printed at 
first, viz. 2, 4, 8, and 16 pice (64 pice equalling 
1 rupee or is. 4d.).

Siva  M ahadcs type. P er/. 13J.
Unused. Used.

2 pice, brown . . .
4 „  green .
8 ,, carmine 

16 ,, purple.

s, d . s . d . 
. ♦  o 1 —
. . 0 2  —
. . 0 3  —
. . 0 6  —

N e w  Zealand.— Our publishers have received 
a supply of the new 6d. (smaller size). The 
stamps, each showing the wmk. single-lined N Z 
and Star, are in sheets of 240 (ten rows of twenty- 
four) and are perforated 14 by a single-line 
machine. The top and bottom margins each 
show three guide marks (arrows), viz. between 
the sixth and seventh, twelfth and thirteenth, and 
eighteenth and nineteenth stamps of the first and 
last rows. Each sheet has a serial number in 
black in the upper right corner, the highest 
being 2,129,974.

The 2£d., perf. 14, of which a supply was 
received at the same time, are in sheets of 120 
(ten rows of twelve), which show no guide marks 
or numbers on the margins.

We are shown the ijd . on Cowan paper, perf. 
14. This is the first appearance of the stamp 
with the wmk. single-lined N Z  and Star.

IVm k. tin gle-lin ed  N Z an d S ta r. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d.
lid ., brown . . . .  —  —
aid., deep blue . . . . 0 4  —
6d., p i n k ................................. 0 8  —

N icaragua.— The values of Type 36, Waterlow 
print, mentioned on the next page, have been seen 
overprinted “ c o s t a  ATLANTICA”  B., for use in the 
Bluelields district. Only the 4 c. and 15 c. have 
so far been chronicled in this printing without any 
overprint. The 20 c. and 50 c., which have been 
so chronicled, are also known overprinted “ costa 
At l a n t i c  ” C . ; whilst a foreign contemporary re
ports a provisional 5 c. on 4 c. (Waterlow print), 
overprinted “ B Dpto Zelayo,”  in black. We 
await further particulars before formally recording
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this last variety. It will be remembered that the 
overprinted stamps are sold at a higher rate than 
those without overprint.

“COSTA
ATLANtlCA"

B.
Type 36. W atcrlcnv p rin t. *

O verprinted a s above in  violet on th e  1 p., in  black on the  
other values.

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s . d .

1 c ., g r e e n ..............................................—  —
2 c., r e d ..............................................—  —
3 c., v i o l e t ..............................................—  —
4 c., red-orange . . . .  —  —
5 c., b l u e ..............................................—  —

15 c., o l i v e ..............................................—  —
x p., b l a c k ..............................................—  —
2 p., deep green . . . .  —  —
5 p., v i o l e t ..........................................—  —
S im ila rly  oi'C rfrin tcd  “  Costa atlantica ” C.

20 c., c l a r e t ............................................. —  —
30 c., o ra n g e ..............................................—  —

Paragu ay.— We have a letter (7.7.07) from a 
correspondent at Villa Rica giving some particulars 
of the later issues of Paraguay. The lists that 
have been made from time to time seem correct, 
though confused. Apparently a full set from 1 c. 
to6oc.,inType39,and a 1 peso in the type recently 
illustrated, showing the Palace of Lopez, were 
gradually issued from 1904-6, and subsequently 
many of the values had their colours changed. 
The following arrangement should make matters 
clearer. The stamps marked * were on sale at the 
Post Office when our correspondent wrote.

1904-6. Types 39 an d  4c. P er/. xi$ o r  u )  a n d  la.

x c., orange (*05) .

Unused. 
s. d .

Used.
s. d.

* 2 c., vermilion . . — —
5 c., deep blue (o*) . O 2 0 i
5 c., pale blue . O X 0 X

10 c., ochre . . 0 2 0 2
20 c., purple .
30 c., bluish green

. . —> 0 4

. . —
* 60 c., chocolate — —

* x p., black and carmine . . — —
1906-7. A s la st. 

* i c . ,  vermilion
C olours (hanged.

5 c., yellow . . . — 0 X
* to c., emerald-green . . — —
# 20 c., bistre . . . — —
* 3® c., grey . . . — —

x p., black and orange • • — —

HaWlitado
en

5
CENTAV0 8

1907. Provisional. T he 2 c. overprinted a s above.
Unused. Used. 
s . d . s . d .

• 5 c  on 2 c., vermilion . . — —

By reference to previous chronicles it will be 
found that the 30 c^ grey, is the only novelty, 
whilst no mention was made by our corre
spondent of the I peso, black and orange-brown. 
We recently received a copy of the latter, so our 
correspondent may have quoted the wrong 1 peso 
as being on sale. Probably the 2 c. and 60 c. 
will have their colours changed later. Our corre* 
spondent makes no mention whether the 5 c. will 
be reprinted, or if  the overprinted 2 c. is to con* 
tinue doing duty for this value.

In spite of all attempts, writes our correspon
dent, I have been unable to obtain any official 
stamps in Ascuncion— I have never seen any of 
them or the unpaid used in their legitimate sphere. 
I sent to order a complete set of unpaids (4 
sheets), and they were sent me postmarked to 
order, though I did not wish them in that way.

Southern N igeria.—  The Nordisk FtlaUlislisk 
ledskrift (22.7.07) mentions the receipt of speci
men stamps in Postal Union colours for this 
colony, as well of a new value. For some time 
it has been stated that Lagos stamps were the 
only ones in use here. Lagos and Southern 
Nigeria have been joined under one administra
tion, to be known in future by the latter name, 
and efforts are being made to use up the stock of 
Lagos stamps. It is unlikely that the stamp now 
mentioned will be issued yet.

K in g s H ead. M ultip le. O rdinary.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d.
$d., grey.grceo . . . .  — —
id., carmine . . . .  — —
sjd., blue . . . . .  — —
3d., lilac and orange*brown . — —

N.B.— The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from  
Stanley Oibbone, Ltd., 301  Strand, London, W.C.
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miscellaneous
Danish 1857 S e c re t  M a rk s
T h e se  consist o f  the figures and letters in  the 

corners. T h ere  is in  addition, 
engraved in  the dies and there
fore reproduced on all the stam ps, 
a  tiny letter “ b , ”  the initial o f 
the engraver Buntzen, in w hite, 
not alw ays very v is ib le : this 
letter is upright, in the oak 
w reath, opposite the first leg o f  

the ** M ” o f “ FR .M ."

T h e C ost o f U niversal Penny P o sta g e  
M r . J .  H b x x i k e r  H e a t o n , m . p . ,  dating his 
letter* from S.S. Mongolia, Mediterranean Sea, 
26 July, writes as follows to The Times:—

“ S i r ,— By a cutting from The Times of 20th 
inst. 1 see that a highly placed archer has drawn 
the long-how to the shoulder with a view to harass 
my supposed retreat. May I, in self-defence, 
discharge one Parthian shaft ?

“ A few hours after I left England the Post
master-General spoke as follows :—

“  ‘ Mr. Henniker Heaton was always advo
cating universal penny postage. He himself was 
in favour of th at; but, when they came to look 
into it, they would find that, if it were carried 
out, it would cost this country half a million a 
year.’

“  And then he appeals against my extravagant 
notions as contrary to those of business men.

“  Let us examine this appeal. We send abroad

each year 60,000,000 letters. But it is certain 
that we should send twice as many even in the 
first twelve months.

Loss of i|d . on each of 60,000,000
le t t e r s ..................................... £375»ock>

Set off id. on each 60,000,000
additional letters . . . 250,000

Net loss . . ,£125,000

“ So that this half-million financial bogey, this 
illuminated turnip, gives the debit side only of 
the account, the credit side being totally ignored ! 
Such finance may be good enough for St. Martin’s- 
le-Grand, but schoolboys of the lowest standard 
would scout it. What will 4 business men ’ 
think ?

“  Apart from this it may be as well to see how 
ridiculously we present our postal accounts of 
expenditure. The normal freightage for a ton of 
valuable goods from Liverpool to New York is 
under 40s., or less than a farthing a pound. The 
Post Office pays 3s. a pound, or id. per letter, 
and then gravely regrets the unprofitableness of 
penny postage. I wilt say nothing of the fact 
that faster steamers than our own carry the letters 
at is. Sd. per pound when so employed by our 
Government.

“ Sir, my right hon. critic seems to think the 
public should be treated like the greedy boy who 
was made to wear magnifying glasses at meals so 
that he should think he had consumed larger 
quantities of beef, etc."

Philatelic Societies
B ritish  G u ia n a  P h ila t e lic  S o c ie ty

Preeident: Hon. 8 . Howell donee.
S ecretary: A. D. Pergueon, Georgetown.
H eetinge: Chriet Church Vicarage, Georgetown.

A v e r y  successful meeting of the British Guiana 
Philatelic Society was held in July, 1907, at the 
residence of the Honorary Secretary, Mr. A. D. 
Ferguson. The President (the Hon. B. Howell 
Jones) occupied the chair, and also present were 
Mr. W. A. Abraham, Mr. L. M. Hill, Mrs. 
C. P. Barnes, Mr. J. H. Field, Mr. A. B. 
Anderson, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. George Allan, 
and Mr. E. A. V. Abraham. Mr. Anderson 
introduced a motion to deduct 5 per cent, from 
all quarterly balances in favour of members to be 
credited to the Society’s funds. The Chairman, 
however, ruled it out of order, as being business 
that could only be dealt with at a special meet
ing. A discussion took place re bisected stamps, 
and a letter was read from the Hon. N. Darnell 
Davis stating that about 1876-7, when he was 
Postmaster-General, be permitted, on his own 
authority, the bisecting of 2 cent stamps during 
the temporary time they were without I cent 
stamps. He had, however, no authority from the 
Executive for doing so. The Hon. B. Howell 
Jones exhibited an album of stamps belonging to 
the Royal Agricultural Society, to which he had

recently added the different new stamps presented 
by the Post Office.

The President presented an album to Master 
McTurk, which he had won at the recent Phila
telic Exhibition. Two certificates were given to 
Mr. W. A. Abraham for his St. Lucia and Tobago 
collections. Mr. George Allan exhibited a splendid 
paragon album devoted to British Guiana and the 
West Indies, being illustrative of what could be 
done in three months if the mind was applied to 
the task. The collection was much admired.

J u n io r  P h i la t e lic  C lu b  
B r it is h  G u ia n a
T h e  tenth general meeting o f the Junior Phila
telic Club was held in St. George's Hall, 
Georgetown, on Tuesday, 23 July, at 8 p.m., 
when the Rev. C. T. Pritchard presided. After 
the minutes of the previous meeting had been 
read and confirmed, the Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
John Blackburn, read the reports of the different 
departments for the month. Messrs. W. James 
and E. Skinner were elected members, while 
Messrs. C. Furia and F. B. Mayers were re
elected. The Chairman presented Mr. C. Wan- 
Ping with a New South Wales 5d., green, stamp, 
valued at two shillings, the same having been
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presented to him by the Exchange Department 
for sending in the most valuable sheets for ex
change during the month of June. The chief 
feature of the evening was a lecture on British 
Guiana stamps by Mr. E. A. V. Abraham, who 
is recognized throughout the colony as the best 
authority on its stamps. He remarked at the 
outset on the importance of Philately, which, he 
said, taught geography, history, the economics 
of particular people in different countries, the 
rise and fall of nations, and many other things. 
The lecturer continuing stated that British Guiana 
stamps were the only ones against which dealers 
and collectors in general had said nothing. In 
the philatelic world the stamps of British Guiana 
took the first place as stamps made for postage, and 
not for increasing the revenue. The colony had no 
stamps at first, letters being sent by having a frank 
or die placed on them, or by having English stamps 
affixed. In July, 1850, however, what is known 
as the “ cotton-reel” stamp, from the fact that it 
resembled the small labels attached to cotton-reels, 
canie into existence. The lecturer then traced 
the history of the colony's stamps up to the 
present issue. He impressed on the members the 
advantage of collecting British Guiana stamps, 
as they bore the highest prices as a collective 
body. He promised to give the members any 
information that they might desire about stamps, 
and wished the Club every success. Mr. Abraham 
also presented the Club with Messrs. Stanley 
Gibbons’ Catalogue of Stamps of the British 
Empire for 1906-7, and the Exchange Department 
with a Barbados stamp of i860, some semi
official English stamps, and an early Ceylon 
stamp, suggesting that they may be given as 
prizes to the Club’s members. The Chairman, in 
the course of a few remarks, stated that the 
Rev. W. G. Andrews, the Club’s ex-Chairman, 
now Rector of All Saints’, Berbice, had written a 
letter, thanking the Club for the kind address they 
had sent him, and promising to do anything he 
could to advance the Club’s interest. He was 
glad to hear that the Club was so well established 
and wished it prosperity.

After Mr. Abraham had been warmly thanked, 
the meeting terminated with the usual vote of 
thanks.

The Foreign Exchange Branch of the Club is 
in full swing, and any person wishing to join this 
department can write to Mr. P. Watson, the Ex
change'Superintendent, P.O. Box 99, G ’town, 
British Guiana, who wifi furnish them with all 
particulars.

L e e d s  P h i la t e l ic  S o c ie ty
P resident: W. V. Morten, F.ft.P.S.L.
Horn. S ecreta ry :  C. W. Harding, t Marlborough Grove, le td t
Meetings :  Tuetdaye, Leeds Inetltute, Coohrldge Street.
Annual Subscription: 6e.

Syllabus, 1907-8
1907

Oct. 1. Reunion. Exchange and Auction, 
8 p.m. Lots on view at 7 p.m.

Oct. 15. Cape Wood Blocks. Paper and Dis
play by the Hon. President.

Oct. 29. “ Great Britain,”  with notes, by the 
President.

Oct. 31. Visit to the Bradford Society.
Nov. 5. Paper and Display, by F. A. Padgett.

Nov. 14. 
Nov. 19.

Dec. 3. 
Dec. 17.

I908
Jan. 7*

Jan. 21.

Feb. 4.

Feb. 13. 
Feb. 18.

Mar. 3. 
Mar. 17. 
A pi. 7- 
Apl. 21.

May 5.

May 19.

Visit to the Huddersfield Society. 
“ Dominica, Gold Coast, Gambia.” 

\V. Martello Gray, f .R .p.s . l . 
Display, by H. Wade.
Display at Leeds by the members of 

the Bradford Society.

“ Canada.”  By J. W. Duffield and 
Michael Stephens.

“ Chile.”  By W. Harrison Hutton.
Auction. Lo’s on view at 7 p.m. 

“ French Colonies,” with notes, by 
II. Weydt.

Visit to the Bradford Society.
Display at Leeds by the members of 

the Huddersfield Society. 
“ Uganda.” By T. K. Skipwith.
“  Holland.”  By W. K. Skipwith. 
“ Greece.”  By C. W. Harding. 
Display by G. Davis. Auction. Lots 

on view at 7 p.m.
“  Malta and British South Africa.” 

By W. G. Findlater. vm-
“  Leeward Islands Group.”  By T. S. 

Fraser.

P r a h r a n  P h i la t e lic  S o c ie ty ,
A u s t r a l ia
P r e s id e n t : C- E. L ovett.
Hon. S e c . :  0 ,  W. M inty, Armadale, Prahran.
M eeting»; C offee  P a la c e ,  C h a p e l S t r e e t ,  P rah ran .

T h e  second annual meeting of the Prahran 
Philatelic Society was held at its rooms, Coffee 
Palace, Chapel Street, Prahran, Australia, on 
the 2 ist inst.

The President (Mr. A. Thewlis) took the chair.
The minutes of the previous meeting were con

firmed as read, and nominations for new members 
received. The ballot for precedence in exchange 
book No. 24 was duly conducted by Messrs. C. E. 
Lovett and A. Flavell.

The President then presented his report, and 
alluded in a highly gratifying manner to the 
progress made by the Society since its inception 
only two years ago. It had now an active 
membership of sixty-three members, being an 
increase of twenty for the year.

During the year many exhibitions had been 
made by the meml>ers, and many matters of 
general interest had been dealt with.

The Exchange Superintendent, in presenting 
his report, alluded to the very satisfactory returns 
resultant from the issue of exchange books. The 
total value of the twelve books circulated during 
the year amounted to <£468 odd. whilst the sales 
arising from same amounted to .£163 (i.e. nearly 
34 per cent).

The following gentlemen were then elected as 
officers for the ensuing twelve months

Mr. C. E. Lovett, President; Messrs. D. F. 
Stevenson and A. Flavell, Vice-Presidents; Mr.
G . W. Minty, Secretary; Mr. F . W. Johnston, 
Exchange Superintendent and Librarian ; Mr.
H. W. Maynard, Treasurer; Messrs. Thewlis 
and Flavell, Auditors. Committee: Messrs. J. 
Lawson, H. G. MacDonald, H. Best, A. Thewlis, 
and S. Hatch.

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to the 
retiring President, and the meeting then ter
minated.

Printed by W .  B r s m d o n  &  S o n ,  Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
24 August, 1907.
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Go$$ip of the Hour
By CORNELIUS W RIN KLE
Methods of Collecting

I H A V E  been much interested, not to say 
amused, by Mr. Kuttner’s explanation of 
his method of collecting stamps. Like 

most of us who have our own pet ways, he 
cannot set forth his own ideas without giving 
the chap over the road one in the eye for 
being so foolish as to have a  way o f his own. 
The “  peculiarities o f the modern philatelic(P) 
speculator” are not his.

Alas, we all have our “  leetle peculiarities,” 
as Lady Teazle was continually reminded by 
Sir Peter ; and of all the people in the world 
we stamp collectors have perhaps the lion’s 
share of peculiarities, only we call them “ pet 
ideas.”

Yet despite his “ little peculiarities,” Mr. 
Kuttner sounds a  healthy note. I like his 
stout defence o f  the used stamp in these 
days o f devotion to the unused. For the 
man with plenty o f  money the unused is, no 
doubt, the high-water mark o f stam p collect
ing, but the collector o f used knows perfectly 
well that his specimens enable him to carry 
his study into wider fields. H e knows that 
no great specialist has ever yet built up a 
reputation on unused alone.

Then again the cheapness o f  the great 
majority of used copies enables the man of 
moderate means to study the same stamps 
as his wealthier brother. M ay the day be 
long in coming when used copies will run 
beyond the average collector o f even very 
limited means! Cheap used stam ps are, 
after all, the backbone o f Philately.

But now as to method. Mr. Kuttner is 
following the wise course that not a few are 
now adopting o f holding on to their general 
collections whilst opening out a  favoured and 
promising country on specialized lines. His 
idea o f using an old edition o f  the Imperial 
is also well worth noting.

Philatelic Narrow-mindedness

M r . KUTTNER’S plan, as he claims, would 
do much to save us from the narrow-minded
ness that sets in when a  man becomes an 
exclusive specialist of one or two countries. 
To my mind that is the one thing that 
threatens our philatelic sociability, con
sequently I frequently advise beginners to 
start with as big a packet o f general stamps 
as they can afford, and then when they 
begin to feel their feet to open out in some 
one country that takes their fancy most, but 
not to part with their general album.

Investm ent

U n d e r  this head I fancy I part company 
with Mr. Kuttner. In the nature o f  things 
used can never appreciate at the same rate 
as unused, and for that reason the collector 
o f average used copies must not be deceived 
into believing that he is on the track o f a 
fine investment.

It m ay o f course be true in the case o f the 
higher grade o f  old issues, but the general 
run o f  used stamps are in no sense an in
vestment. It is just as well to be frank in 
this matter.

If M r. Kuttner can prove the opposite he 
will most agreeably surprise me.

C ornelias a  G eneral C ollector

I c l a im  to belong to the general-collector 
class. It is true that some countries in which 
I specialize nearly ruin me, but I am very 
proud o f  m y general collection, run on the 
modest lines o f  what 1 call a  one-stamp 
collection, i.e. I confine m yself rigidly to 
single copies in my general collection, and 
this limitation saves me from bankruptcy.
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Fine Used Copies

W ho does not believe in fine used copies? 
T ake a  country like Gambia. In Gambia I 
take unused and used, including the beautiful 
little sheets of the medallion series. But I 
find m yself more often studying the used 
pages than the unused, for I have made a 
point o f getting all forms of cancellation, 
with a particular weakness for the red post
mark o f the early days.

M any years ago I was fortunate enough to 
be let loose with a big stock o f used G am 
b ia n s; thousands of them. I spent a whole 
afternoon picking them over, and I got a 
very fine lot of red-postmarked copies. My 
only regret is that I did not make it an all- 
night sitting, but both money and time were 
running short.

South Australia 2jd. and 5d, Crown A

T h e  a id . and 5d. have both been chronicled 
here on Crown A  paper, but the latest num
ber of the Australian Philatelist says these 
values have not yet been issued on the new 
paper. T hey are in the Supplement to the 
Gibbons Catalogue, and I was beginning to 
think I had missed them for m y collection. 
In the present state o f anxiety o f missing any 
o f  the Australian eccentricities it is consoling 
to know that this was a false alarm. 1 fancy 
some of us who are dead set on Australians 
will be fit subjects for a  philatelic asylum 
before we have done with the ever-increasing 
range o f varieties that the postal muddle of 
the Commonwealth is yielding us.

E gyp t and the Catalogue

M a r k  ye the admission o f ye M anaging 
D irector of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., in the 
last number of G. S . W . that he is half per
suaded to put E g yp t into Part I o f the Cata
logue. A nd why not, eh ? W ell, well, not 
just yet, is perhaps the wiser course. M ean
while, it is no secret that not a  few specialists 
are quietly building up their pyramids o f old 
Egyptians, and if  you can  find a  fine copy of 
the 10 piastres o f  the first issue, don’t be so 
foolish as to part with it at catalogue price. 
Another tip. Although I have been sweet 
on this country for many years, I have never 
yet been able to nobble a  really fine mint 
copy o f the 5 piastres o f the 1867. There 
are plenty o f so-so copies about, but none 
mint, not one.

Again, blocks o f  four of any o f  the D e 
La Rue prints, except those o f the current 
issue, are surprisingly scarce. W h y? T hey 
are not high-priced, and yet you will whistle 
in vain for blocks.

T h e great rarity, o f  course, is the tete- 
beche pair o f the 10 piastres o f the first issue. 
I have had it offered to me, but there 
was not time to send round the hat for

help before it was snapped up by a greedy 
millionaire. Items of forty pounds are some
what scarce in this establishment.

British Colonial Changes of Colour
W e seem to have been treated to an un
necessary scare about probable changes in 
colour said to be necessary for Postal Union 
purposes.

The following statement may be taken as 
authoritative, for I have it from a most reli
able source, and I give it word for word as 
sent to me :—

The question having arisen as to whether it is neces
sary - in accordance with the last Postal Convention held at 
Rome— to alter the bicoloured stamps, as far as the values 
of ^d., id., and 2^d. (or their equivalents) are concerned, 
the Consul-General of Liberia addressed an official com
munication to the International Bureau of the Postal 
Union at Berne, and in reply has been informed that 
under Article 6 of the Regulations for the execution of the 
condition adopted at Rome, the colour of the should be
green, id., red, and the ajd., dark blue, but it Is not 
compulsory for the central design to be in the same colour 
as the rest of the stamp.

This obviates the necessity of withdrawing bicoloured 
stamps of these values, as long as the frame of the stamp 
is printed in the Convention colour.

B R IT IS H  A F R IC A  
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M

Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa 
has caused great attention to be drawn to the 
stamps of the British Possessions on that con
tinent, and to the enormous increase in the num
ber of collectors that has ensued from the issue 
of the W ar Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfoo- 
tein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before the public a new and very 
complete Album, designed for the British Posses
sions, etc., on the African Continent The Album 
is designed upon the well-known plan of the Im
perial Albums—the stamps in numbered spaces of 
the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the 
description, full particulars, and illustrations on the 
opposite page. In order to make this a permanent 
Album we have provided from one to four blaok 
pages after each country, thus making the Album 
available for the issues of many yean to come* 
a20 pages. Size, 8f x  11£ inches.

Post-free in Great Britain, ios. 7<L

A  F I N E  B IR T H D A Y  G I F T
No. 68, 1500 varieties.
Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 

1500 different Stamps form a splendid start for any 
one. A  large number of really rare and valuable 
stamps are contained in this collection; but it is 
impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly 
adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed.

;£i 15s., post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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Further Dotes on
The Breitfuss Collection
By CHARLES J. PH ILLIPS

T H E following volumes have been priced 
since the last notice, and can now be 
sent on approval to collectors who 

desire to see them ; or the collection as far 
as priced can be inspected during office hours 
at 391 Strand, London.

V O L U M E  X X I I I
Argentine, Buenos A tres, C orrientes, 
Venezuela

In the Argentine Republic the early issues 
are well represented by a fine lot o f stamps, 
the used being exceptionally strong. In the 
scarce issue o f 1864, imperf., there are two of 
the 10 c., green, and four o f the 15 c., blue. 
In the perforated stamps o f the same issue 
there is a very fine 5 c., double-printed all 
over, and used. In the issue o f 1867 we cata
logue the 5 c , imperf., without watermark ; 
but in the Breitfuss Collection 1 find the 10 c. 
unused, and the 15 c. unused and used. 
These three stamps have good margins and 
are undoubtedly without watermark. Other 
catalogues have included the 10 c. and 15 c., 
but we have left them out hitherto, as we 
have never seen them used ; however, hav
ing the 15 c. in this collection with a post
mark exactly similar to that found on the 
5 c., we believe that they must be included 
in future as being issued stamps ; they are 
certainly extremely rare. The later issues 
are fairly represented, and there is a very 
good lot o f the Official stamps.

The Buenos A ires  are very strong, and the 
“ Ship” type includes 2 pesos, blue, two 
unused and three used ; 3 pesos, green, one 
unused and four used ; 4 pesos, scarlet, two 
unused and two used ; 5 pesos, orange- 
yellow, one unused and two used. There 
are also twenty-one of the brown ships and 
sixteen o f the blue ships ; altogether an 
exceptionally fine fleet.

The Corrientes are a good lot, and include 
a number o f uncut sheets and panes, and 
also some of these stamps used on original 
letters.

The Venezuela are quite an ordinary col
lection and contain nothing at all special.

V O L U M E  X X V  
Hungary

An interesting and strong volume of 
stamps. First there is a page o f rare essays, 
followed by a page o f  the lithographed

stamps, imperf., in singles and pairs. The 
issue o f 1871 is strongly represented by un
used and used stamps in all shades. The 
later issues are practically complete, and 
amongst them I note varieties which are not 
catalogued ; thus, issue o f 1874, 5 kr., dull 
red, imperf., with large margins all round ; 
1881, 10 kr., blue, a very clear double-print, 
used ; 1887, the following stamps with centre 
value double-printed— 1 kr. unused, 2 kr. 
unused and used, 5 kr. used, 8 kr. unused. 
I do not think these have ever been chron
icled.

V O L U M E  X X V I I
Philippine Isla n d s . Fern an d o Poo, e tc .

The Philippine Islands are an exception
ally fine lot. T h e first issue consists o f :—  
5 c., orange-red, two unused and four used; 
10 c., carmine, four unused and four used; 
10 c., pale rose, one unused and five used;
1 real, slate-blue, three unused and ten used.
2 reales, four unused and four used. The 
error c o r r o s , unused and used.

O f the large-head issue o f 1855 there is a  
block of four showing the four types used, 
and also three stamps unused and four 
singles used, and a very fine dark stamp on 
original letter. The issues 1859 to 1863 are 
well worked out in all their minor varieties, 
unused, used, and in blocks. In the “  Habili- 
tado” of 1872 there are three of the 1 real, 
mauve, and two of the 2 reales, blue. The 
“  H abilitado” on the 1 real, slate-blue, is here 
with gum, unused, bought from Moens for 
,£4 in the eighties, and valued now at ,£25.
1 consider this to be the rarest stamp of the 
Philippines. T h e later issues, especially the

rovistonals, are very strong, and here I 
ave to record a few varieties which are not 

in our Catalogue, e.g. 1877, 20 c., purple, 
imperf. and used, with large margin and cor
rect postmark. No doubt a sheet o f this 
value must have been issued. W e have to 
add the following varieties in surcharges not 
listed hitherto: No. 1383,2 c. in black on 
2$ c., sepia, surcharge inverted. No. 2013,
2 c  on 200 mils., green, double surcharge. 
No. 4083, issue 1890, 5 mils., purple, imperf. 
and used ; this stamp has a large margin all 
round and is undoubtedly imperf. The 
volume ends with a fine lot of Telegraph 
stamps, which are strong in the surcharged 
varieties.
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V O L U M E  X X X I I I
A u stria n  Italy

A  specialized collection. T he stamps having 
been worked out into three sets of paper, 
and unused and used, are well represented. 
In the issue of 1867 an unchronicled variety 
is a vertical pair of the 50 soldi, brown, perf. 
to t  all round and imperf. between, unused, 
with original gum. In the issue of 1888 for 
the Levant 1 note some interesting varieties : 
the 20 para on 5 kreutzer, with the surcharge 
inverted, unused, and the 5 piastres on 5 kr., 
with a  double surcharge ; this bears the post
mark “ Constantinople,” and was used in 
April, 1889.

V O L U M E  X X X V I I
U ru gu ay

Quite a  good book o f  this interesting 
country. T here are some fine stamps and 
good shades o f the 1856 issue ; also a  num
ber o f essays o f that issue. In the 1857 
issue the collection is exceptionally strong ; 
it con tains: 120 c., blue, three unused, three 
used ; 180 c., green, four unused, one used ; 
240 c., vermilion, five unused, one used. A  
very strong page is that devoted to the 
errors of 1866; sets are made o f  stam ps 
bearing three, four, and six surcharges, and 
inverted surcharges; there are five o f  the 
very rare stamps overprinted on the wrong 
values. There are some very interesting 
essays submitted for the new issues o f 1875, 
and which one sees clearly were adapted 
from the German Em pire stamps o f that 
date. Throughout this volume in the older 
issues there is a number of bisected stamps 
used for half their value. T he Official 
stamps are very complete, and include the 
rarities.

V O L U M E  X L V  
A u stria

A  very good and very fine volume ; in fact, 
it is two volumes in one cover. T h e 1850 
issue has been divided correctly into three 
different sets, and there is a very fine lot of 
unused stamps. In the rare issue o f  1858 
there is a number o f unused in each type. 
T h e best stamp is the 2 kr., orange, per
fectly centred and of good colour. In the 
issue of 1867 I note the portion of an en
velope used at Graz in 1883, franked by 2 i 
o f the 2 kr., yellow, to make up the rate of 
5 kr. There is also the whole envelope used 
at “  Ybbs,” dated “  1 5.1.77 ”, and franked by 
half of the 10 kr., blue, used as 5 kr. In the 
50 kr., brown, there is a vertical pair perf. 
12 at the sides and imperf. between ; this 
is dated “ 25.5.81”. In this issue there are 
many scarce varieties o f perforation, there 
being no fewer than three o f the 15 kr., 
brown, perf. 13, unused. In the issue of 
1890 there is quite a number of rare errors,

thus : the com er figures omitted, figures on 
back o f stamps, stamps double-printed, and 
pairs imperf. between. In the Newspaper 
stamps of 1850 there is a yellow “  M ercury” 
unused and four used ; the vermilion “  M er
cury ” with full gum unused and one used. 
Mr. Breitfuss considered the latter to be 
almost the rarest stamp of Europe ; it is an 
authentic stamp and obliteration, and was 
expertized by the late Herr W. Krapp. Of 
the rose “ M ercury” there are three, one 
used on the whole newspaper. Lastly, the 
collection contains a  good representative lot 
of the Telegraph stamps.

V O L U M E  L I X
Great Britain, and Cyprus. Malta, and 
Gibraltar

T his is a  very fat book ; Mr. Breitfuss in
tended to rearrange it, as there is material 
enough in it to make three large volumes.

In Great Britain there are nearly one 
hundred essays and colour trials. M any of 
these came from the Philbrick Collection, 
and were sold by us ten or twelve years ago 
to the late Mr. Notthafft. In the issued 
stamps I can note only a few better things, 
e.g. in the octagonals, two o f  the 6d., three 
o f the iod., and three o f the is., unused ; in 
the qd., 1855-7, there are, unused, Small 
Garter, Middle Garter, on blue, and two of 
the Middle Garter on white. A  curious 
stamp, which I had not met with hitherto, 
is the 4d., Large Garter, postmarked “  A  25,” 
and having distinctly blue paper, slightly 
surfaced. In the 3d., small letters, there is 
the secret dot, perf. and imperf. In the 
9d.. small letters, there is a superb stamp, 
with the hair lines, lightly cancelled, and 
in quite exceptional condition. In the 
issue of 1867 there is a very fine tod.. 
Plate 2. An interesting entire envelope 
is one posted at Newcastle - on - Tyne, 
dated “ Septem ber 28, 1864,” and franked 
by a id., red, plate No. 86, imperf., and 
with large margins all round. I think it is 
always interesting to note where these ab
normal varieties were used. On the same 
page is a mint pair of the well-known id., 
plate No. 116, issued at Cardiff. In the 
higher-value stamps I note the 10s. and £ 1, 
watermark Maltese Cross, and the 10s. and 
£ 1 ,  watermark Anchor, all mint stamps with 
full gum, and bought while in use at face 
value. A  great rarity is the £$ on blue 
paper, bought from Moens foi fcs.140 in the 
early eighties. T he ordinary issues of Great 
Britain are practically complete, unused and 
used, in all plate numbers.

T he private Telegraph stamps are ex
tremely strong, with many great rarities, 
notably in the “  British and Irish Magnetic 
Telegraph Company,” “ Electric Telegraph 
Company," and the “ South-Eastern Railway 
Company.”
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I The Government issues of Telegraphs are 
almost complete in all their plate numbers, 
among them being the very rare 3s., water
mark Crown ; also the 10s. and £1 unused. 
The collection contains a large set o f the 
circular “ Parcel and Delivery C om pany” 
stamps, which were in use only for a short 
time until they were suppressed by the 
Government. There is also a magnificent 
lot of the earliest issues of the “  Railway

stamps,” including a number of varieties, 
which Mr. Breitfuss told me have never 
been chronicled ; this is especially the case 
with the small railways which have been 
amalgam ated with larger lines. T here are 
certainly scores o f varieties o f  which hitherto 
I had never seen a single one. Most o f these 
were bought from Moens while they were in 
use.

( To be continued.)

Portraits on Stamps
By BOSW ELL JUNIOR
U n ited  S t a te s  o f  A m e r ic a — continued

Daniel W ebster was born at Salisbury on 
18 January, 178:. He was the second son of 

Ebenezer W ebster, farmer, 
patriot, and Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas of 
Hillsborough county. As 
a child Daniel was too 
delicate for hard work on 
the farm. He therefore 
developed a passion for 

reading. In 1796 he was sent to Exeter 
Academy, where he made such progress 
that his father was convinced that it was 
worth while, at whatever sacrifice, to send 
him to college. He accordingly went to 
Dartmouth, where he graduated in 1801. 
Already his great industry, his marvellous 
memory, and his power of lucid and con
vincing statement had marked him out as a 
singularly gifted man. After leaving college 
he began to study law at Salisbury, and was 
admitted to the Bar in 1805. Three years 
later he married Miss Grace Fletcher, of 
Hopkinton, New Haven. Elected to Con
gress, he served from 1813 to 1817, when, 
owing to need o f money, he retired to private 
life, and resumed his law-practice at Boston. 
So lucrative did this become that he soon 
realized an income of not less than 20,000 
dollars a year.

In 1822 W ebster was elected to Congress 
from the Boston district, and Henry Clay, 
the Speaker, appointed him Chairman o f the 
Judiciary Committee. In this capacity he 
thoroughly remodelled the criminal juris
prudence o f the United States. T hat he 
did not always agree with C lay may be seen 
from his great “ free-trade” speech o f 1824, 
in which he severely criticized the phrase 
“  American policy ’’ as applied by C lay to the 
system of high protective duties. But there | 
was similarity enough between the two 1 
statesmen to bring them together as National 
Republicans in opposition to the new Demo
cratic party represented by Jackson.

In 1827 W ebster was elected to the 
Senate. His career as a  senator was 
marked by a complete change o f  his 
opinions in the matter of protective tariffs. 
He became a supporter o f C lay’s policy, 
and allowed “ opportunism” to override his 
convictions upon the economic merits o f the 
question. W hen South Carolina refused to 
accept the tariff of 1832, on the ground that 
the import duties were not lowered suffi
ciently, W ebster made in Congress one of 
his greatest speeches, in which he clearly 
showed that there was no alternative for any 
State between obedience and rebellion, and 
that to allow each State to decide how far it 
need obey the National Governm ent was 
practically to destroy that Government. It 
has been said that for genuine oratorical 
power this speech o f W ebster’s was probably 
“  the greatest speech that has been delivered 
since the oration o f Demosthenes on the 
Crown.”

In December, 1829, W ebster married, as 
his second wife, Miss Caroline Le Roy, the 
daughter o f  a  wealthy New York merchant. 
H e was now recognized as one o f  the 
greatest powers o f the nation, but he never 
attained to the presidency. H e visited E n g
land in 1839, and was cordially received. On 
return he becam e Secretary o f State in 
President Harrison’s Administration, and 
negotiated the Ashburton T reaty  with Lord 
Ashburton, England’s envoy, whereby the 
boundary between Canada and the Northern 
States was settled. I n May, 1843, W ebster re
signed the secretaryship and returned to the 
practice o f his profession at Boston. In 1845 
he was again elected to the Senate. Five 
years later he became President Fillmore’s 
Secret »ry o f  State. His health now began to 
fail. Leaving W ashington for the last time, 
he returned to Marshfield, where he died in 
September, 1852.
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The Stamps of llepal
By M A JO R  E. B. E V A N S

The issue o f a new series o f  postage stamps fo r  the independent State o f  Nepal, engraved and printed as it is 
by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. instead o f  by native printers as heretofore, is a matter o f  such import that we 
avail ourselves o f  permission to reprint from  the Monthly Journal, fo r  the benefit o f G.S.W. readers, Major Evans's 
excellent history o f  the postal issues o f  Nepal.—Ed. 6.S. W.

T H IS  important State is oil a  different 
footing from that o f other I ndian Slates. 
It is not quite so independent, I be

lieve, as Afghanistan,but although the Indian 
Government controls its foreign relations, the 
British Political Resident does not interfere 
in its internal affairs. W hitakers Alm anack  
describes it as follows :—

The Kingdom of Nepal, lying N. of Brittih India and
S. of Tibet, occupies the southern ranges of the Himalayas 
for 500 miles, and includes, among other lofty peaks, Mount 
Everest (2̂ ,000 ft.). Between the wild sterile ranges lie 
many fertile valleys. The lower hilU are covered with 
jungles, in which wild animals abound. Nepal has an atea 
of about 54,000 square miles, and a population of a> out
5,000,0:0. It is divided into four provinces, and U ese into 
fifteen districts.

The present Sovereign is His Highness 
M aharaja Dhiraj-Prithvi Bir llikram Jang 
Bahadur Shah Bahadur Shamshcr Jang, who 
was born on August 8, 1875, and succeeded 
on M ay 17, 1881. He is entitled to a  royal 
salute of 21 guns in British India.

In the matter o f postage stamps Nepal 
has been very conservative : only four values 
o f adhesives and one post card have been 
issued ; there have been no changes in the 
designs of the stamps, only one distinct 
change in the nature o f the paper on which 
they are printed, and probably no intentional 
variations in the tints employed. T here have 
been some minor changes of type and in
scriptions in the post card, and these are the 
only varieties that would give any trouble 
to the general collector, who will probably 
avoid them by not collecting stationery. The 
Nepal Post Office is therefore a model one, 
from a philatelic point of view ; not only 
does it not cater for collectors in any way, 
but there seems reason to believe that the 
Nepalese would much prefer that outsiders 
should leave them and their stamps alone, 
as they are very jealous of any interference 
on the part o f Europeans.

T he stamps were first chronicled in The 
Philatelic Record for November, 1881, where 
a description is given which 1 cannot do 
better than copy, especially as it contains a 
slip o f the pen which it is well to co rrect:—

We are indebted to the kindness of Mrs. Tebay for]a 
sight of the three values issued for this state, one of which 
we engrave. The stamp* are the same in design, varying 
only as regards the value inscribed in the side labels. Our

cut represents the 2 anna * stamp, the inscriptions on which 
read

On the 01 her two stamps the side labels are in«cribed t and 
4 annas respectively. O f each value there are thirty*two 
stamp* to tnc sheet, in four horizontal rows of eight. Each 
margin of the sheets is inscribed respectively one, iwo, or 
four anna stamp; four, eight, or sixteen rupees the whole 
sheet. The stamps are lithographed on plain white wove 
paper, without watermark, and one of the values— the 
4 annas—is rouletted and gummed. Mrs. Tebay sends us 
three envelopes which have passed through ihe post, franked 

■ by the 1 anna stamps. Her correspondent informs h«r that 
the addresses upon them are written in Nagri, and perhaps 
the inscripi ions on the stamps are in the same dialect. ‘J he 
same correspondent says: '* The Nepalese Durbar has this 
year, 188c, organised a system of internal postage, and 
issued stamps of three values—1,2, and 4 annas, specimens 
of which are enclosed. The lines at present arranged for 
are between Katmandu and Ilam (a province close to 
Darjeeling), between Katmandu and Doti (a province close 
to Kumaon), and between Katmandu and Kerong and 
Kuti. on the Thibetan frontier. These lines are not in any 
way connected with the British Po*t Office. For all letters, 
parcels, etc., to and from British India the Nepalese use 
the British Post Office, which has a branch at Katmandu 
for the benefit of the Residency.”

Adhcttves. 1 anna, milky blue I •___ r
2 „  purple f  ""Pejorate.
4 *t grass-green, rouletted cn points.

T he statement that the sheets contained 
thirty-huo stamps troubled me at first, be
cause all the early sheets that 1 have seen 
contained sixty-four, in eight rows o f eight. 
But it is evident that “ thirty-two” is a mis
take, as that number would not give “  four, 
eight, or sixteen rupees”  to the sheet. I may 
also add that the tops o f  the letters o f the side 
inscriptions are outwards, and they therefore 
read upwards on the left and downwards on 
the r ig h t; and that the stamps are not litho
graphed, but surface-printed, probably from

In the following February(1882) T h eP h .R . 
announced, on the authority o f L ’A w i des 
Timbres, that all three values existed im
perforate and rouletted.

Issu e  of O ctober (7), 1881
T h e actual date of issue of the stamps is 

not mentioned in the account quoted above, 
but it cannot well have been later than

* My illustration rspresents the 1 a.
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October, 1881, and it may have been a few 
months earlier.

The design o f the stamps is shown in the 
illustration given above. In the lower part 
of the central device are two native knives, 
“ kukhris,” with the handles crossed ; in the 
upper part are some articles, the meaning o f  
which is quite unknown to m e— there are 
three circular objects, each o f which seems 
to have a fringe of bells or loops below it. 
and a semicircular hood above it. If 
clear impressions o f the different values are 
examined, it may be seen that they were not 
all produced from the same die, but that 
there were three separate dies, one for each 
value. The circular objects on the anna each 
contain five dots, arranged thus ; the 
central circle on the 2 annas has a large dot 
in the middle, surrounded by seven or eight | 
smaller ones ; and that on the 4 annas con
tains five dots arranged thus ! • | The other 
two circles on the two higher values are 
usually very indistinct; in a few copies of 
the 4 annas I have been able to see five dots 
in each, arranged as in the 1 anna. T he 
corner ornaments on the I a. and 4 a. are 
each in a white frame, on clear copies, those 
on the 2 a. are without the white frame. 
These differences are o f no special import
ance, but merely prove the existence of three 
dies.

It should be noted that the original de
scription given in The Ph. ft. stated that 
the one value (4 annas), that was received 
rouletted, was also gu m m ed ; so far as I 
have seen, these two additions always go  
together, m y rouletted (or pin-perf.) copies 
all being gummed and m y imperf. (and un
used) copies all without gum. It would 
almost seem as if, at first at any rate, the 
stamps issued in the State m ay have been 
gummed and perforated, whilst those ex- 

orted were left without such improvements, 
ut most o f the few used  specimens that 1 

possess are apparently imperforate.
The paper is an ordinary thinnish, white 

wove, showing very distinct granulations.
The perforation is perhaps more correctly 

termed pin - perforation, from a  philatelic 
point o f view, but I have no doubt that it was 
done with a rouletting w h e e l; it gauges 15.

I now come to the question of plates, 
which is not a very easy one to deal with, 
'lh e  plates were evidently made up o f 
separate casts, neither produced in one large 
block, nor permanently joined together ; this 
is shown b v  the fact that inverted stamps 
occur in several printings. It is unfortunately 
impossible now to ascertain whether Mrs. 
Tebay received complete sheets, or only 
portions o f sheets, out I think we may assume 
that the latter was the case, because if  she 
had had entire sheets, she would not have 
failed to notice that they contained sixty-four 
stamps, instead o f thirty-two. Possibly she

had half-sheets o f one or more of the values. 
W e may probably also assume that there 
were no tete-biche pairs among those sent 
her. T here was, however, an inverted stamp 
in a very early plate of the 2 annas, for I 
have an imperf. tete-beche pair that is very 
clearly printed. I can find no record of the 
date when this variety was discovered ; the 
first mention o f it that I have found is in the 
second Supplement (1886) to Moens’ Cata
logue, sixth edition ; it was not in the first 
Supplement, published two years earlier, 
and I find no note o f it in I.e Timbre-ftoste.
I therefore conclude that it was discovered 
when the supplement was being compiled, 
and that it was not thought necessary to 
announce it elsewhere. Nothing is stated 
in the list as to whether it is imperf. or pin- 
perf., but in the subsequent edition it is 
placed under the pin-perf. ; very likely it 
exists in both conditions.

Again, although marginal inscriptions are 
mentioned in The Ph. ft., there is no men
tion o f a frame to the sheet o f any of the 
values, and the frame, a corner o f which will 
be shown later in an illustration, is so con
spicuous and peculiar, that it could hardly 
have escaped mention if it had been present 
on any o f the sheets or blocks then received. 
For this reason, and also because I know 
that sheets o f all three values existed without 
the frame, while I know only the 1 anna with 
the frame, I place first the printing with 
marginal inscriptions only.

F irst S ettin g ?  Sheets o f 64, eight rows 
of e ig h t; the stamps are about 3^ mm. apart, 
both horizontally and vertically, and the rows 
are not very regular or even. Inscriptions in 
the margin on all four sides, as previously 
described ; the feet  o f the letters are towards 
the stamps, in each margin, and are 13A mm. 
from them on the I a., 14 mm. on the 2 a., 
and 15 mm. on the 4 a., so far as I have 
seen. I also find that the inscription com
mences opposite the first and ends opposite 
the last stam p in the adjacent rows on the 
1 a. (and 1 believe on the 4 a. also), whilst 
they are more compressed on the 2 a., com
mencing and ending opposite the second 
stamp from each corner (the top o f  the second 
stamp at the sides), in what I take to be the 
first setting o f this value.

T here were two settings o f the 2 a., dif
fering in the spacing o f  marginal inscriptions 
and, I suppose, in the fact that one of them 
contained an inverted stamp while the other 
did not. Inverted stamps are not certain 
indications, how ever; the separate blocks 
were not all rearranged when the marginal 
inscriptions were reset, as is shown by the 
fact that certain damaged clichds retained 
their positions in the plates through various 
complete changes in the setting o f the in
scriptions ; whilst, in some o f  the later 
settings, inverted stamps varied in numbers
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without any apparent change in the inscrip
tion. Thus the fact that 1 have seen a sheet 
o f the 2 a., with what I take to be the second 
setting o f the inscriptions and no inverted 
stamp, does not actually prove that that 
setting never showed such a variety, or that 
the first setting always contained an inverted 
block.

I have, however, a  icte-biche pair, which, 
both from the clearness o f the impression 
and from its colour, probably belongs to the 
first setting, but 1 have no idea what part o f 
the sheet it comes from.

In the second setting the inscriptions in 
the top and bottom margins are set much 
c lo se r; they cover a space but very little 
longer than the width o f the four stamps in 
the centre of the row. T h e impressions I 
have seen are not quite so clear as those o f 
the other setting, and that is m y reason for 
placing them second. I have seen no per
forated copies with margins, but the speci
mens I have met with resemble those o f  my 
first setting.

I find no trace o f  a second setting o f the 
4 a., or of the 1 a. without a  frame to the 
sheet.

I. Gummed andpin-perf,\
1 a., milky blue.
2 a., purple.
4 a., green, yellowish green.

between them.* Down the right side the 
ornaments are— a, a, a, 6, a, a, 6, a, b, a, a;  
down the left side they are— a, a. b, b, b, a, a, 
(1, b, b, b. I have mentioned these details^

%  3 TT

(. w lt o fx .

in case there should be more than one setting 
o f the frame, though I do not suppose that 
this is likely. I have never seen or heard of 
the 2 a. or 4 a . with a  frame to the sheet.

A gain we have specim ens gummed and 
pin-perf. ; and ungummed and imperf. T he 
gum is white on the copies I have seen.

I. Gummed and pin-perf.
I a., ultramarine.

Variety tite-bkhe? 
2 a., purple.

2. Ungummed and imperf. 
1 a., ultramarine.

2. Ungummed and imperf.
1 a., milky blue, dull blue.
2 a., purple, mauve.
4 a., green, yellowish green.

Variety tlte-beche.
2 a., purple.

It is probable that the tete-beche variety 
exists gummed and perf., but I have not seen 
it. T h e gum on the above is usually brown.

I can find no allusion in the magazines to 
the fact that sheets of the One Anna exist 
with an elaborate frame of square ornaments 
all round them, outside the marginal inscrip
tions, and an inner frame of lance-heads and 
the same square ornaments, at each side, 
inside the marginal inscription. A  portion 
o f  this frame is shown in the following illus
tration, which represents, in full size, a corner 
o f  a sheet, on which had been written a  trans
lation o f  the inscriptions, similar to that sent 
to Mrs. Tebay ; but the specimen from which 
this illustration was made is not in the milky- 
blue shade quoted in The Philatelic Record. 
T he lance-head devices between the square 
ornaments are not all like those shown in the 
illustration ; there are two distinct kinds : 
(a) as illustrated ; (b) formed of two smaller 
solid points, with three circles (two solid and 
the middle one hollow with a solid centre)

I believe the colour to be a safe test for 
this setting, in the case o f  copies showing no 
frame, which is o f course the case with the 
great majority o f specimens. In any case, 
the varieties o f colour are very marked, and 
plainly indicate two separate printings.

1 should add that the marginal inscription 
shown in the above illustration is in the same 
type as that upon the unframed sheet o f 1 a., 
which is slightly different from that used on 
the sheets o f  the 2 a. and 4 a.

(To be continued.)

A P P R O V A L  S H E E T S  
A N V  C O L L E C T IO N S

New Sheets of Stamps /or beginners and medium 
collectors. W e have just been arranging our 
Approval Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new 
and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps 
are mounted on Sheets, containing an average ot 
100 Stamps per Sheet. They are all arranged in 
the order of our New Catalogue. First, Great 
Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries. 
These Sheets contain about 5000 different Stamps, 
and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent 
on demand. The Sheets arranged to date are over 
forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and 
the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries.
Stanley Gibbooa. Ltd.,
3pt Strand London, W .C .

* Similar ornaments are used upon the post cards.
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CUhat is a Postage Stamp?
By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

T H E  query embodied in the above 
heading is by no means a new one, 
for it formed the basis o f a discussion 

in the Stamp Collector's M agazine so long 
ago as 1872. Mr. Overy Taylor, one o f  the 
leading philatelists of the time, contributed 
his opinions on the subject, and while his 
views met with the full approval of other 
equally eminent collectors, they were also 
vigorously opposed by others whose ju d g 
ment was just as worthy of attention. T he 
result was that no definite conclusion was 
arrived at, and the discussion was abortive 
as a means o f determining the exact explana
tion of the designation “ postage stamp.”

A t a later date— to be exact, in January,
1901— the late Mr. R. Ehrenbach discussed 
“ The Status o f the Unpaid Letter, Registra
tion, Too Late, and Official Stamps, etc.,”  in 
the columns o f the Condon Philatelist. A s 
a philosopher once observed, “ W hat’s in a 
nam e?” for though the title of the latter 
article is very different from that o f the one 
that appeared above M r.Overy Taylor’s name, 
they were both written with the same worthy 
object of attempting to arrive at a satisfactory 
solution of the importance of Unpaid Letter, 
Official, etc., stamps as collectable varieties 
viewed from the standpoint o f the general 
collector. T h e  specialist, with “  Thorough ” 
as his motto, naturally takes an interest in 
all classes o f stamps of those countries he 
collects, and it is therefore hardly necessary 
to consider his opinions on the subject.

Quite recently a lively discussion as to the 
limitations o f a  simplified catalogue has 
occupied the attention o f  the stamp world, 
and the opinion of the majority o f those in 
sympathy with simplification favours the 
exclusion of all varieties from a “ general
ist’s ” collection except the ordinary adhesive 
postage stamps on sale to and used b y  the 
general public.

Apart from this, many advanced collectors, 
more or less alarmed at the ever-growing 
tendency o f the modern catalogue, have 
asserted that limitations must come, and it 
has been plainly hinted that Official and 
other stamps used for special purposes will 
have to be dropped from the philatelic ship 
if general collecting is to be kept within 
reasonable bounds.

That simplification o f some sort is neces
sary to make general collecting possible 
nowadays is ob vio u s; but that such simpli
fication must o f necessity begin with the 
exclusion of all but ordinary adhesive postage 
stamps is decidedly not obvious. Let us

endeavour to study the question from a  
strictly logical point of view and see if we 
can find out whether these special stamps 
are,or are not,collectable varieties, just asim- 
portant philatelically as the postage stamps 
supplied for the use o f the general public.

In the early days o f collecting, stamps 
were so few that almost anything having the 
appearance o f  a  postage stamp and issued 
under governmental authority was deemed 
collectable; but about 1872, when Philately 
had established a firm footing as a popular 
pastime, it occurred to some o f the more 
thoughtful collectors o f the period that, if 
our hobby was to increase in interest and 
importance, the existing catalogues must be 
arranged on a  more scientific basis, and, in
cidentally, it would be desirable to arrive 
at a clear definition o f the term “ postage 
stamp.”

T h e late Mr. E . L. Pemberton appears to 
have been the pioneer in this direction, for 
in an article in the Philatelic Journal, ex
plaining the scope o f his forthcoming cata
logue, the following appears :—

We confine ourselves strictly to stamps which prepay 
postage and that are sold to the public, thus totally ignoring 
(htffrts-taxe and such-like rubbish for unpaid and icturned 
letters, which everyone collects because they are adhesive 
usually and tolerable-looking occasionally. What we want 
Is consistency, and not needlessly to multiply species in 
face of the outcry raised by those who object to all 
varieties.

Shortly afterwards Mr. Overy T aylor 
tackled the subject, and at intervals since 
many other philatelists have returned to the 
task ; but, alas ! no one has yet been able to 
prove to the satisfaction o f every one else 
the exact definition o f  the term “ postage 
stamp.” Consequently opinions are still 
divided as to the collectability o f various 
classes of postal labels.

“ W hat is a postage stam p?” Mr. O very 
T aylor bravely essayed a  definition as 
follows : “ A  postage stamp is a  stamp that 
pays postage. A  postage stamp, in other 
words, is the conventional sign adopted to 
evidence the payment o f  a  sum o f money to 
secure the carriage o f a  letter or paper by  
the Post Office to a  given destination.” A  
dictionary version that seems to fit the case 
is, “  A  postage stamp is a  printed label issued 
by a  Government to denote the payment o f  
postage.”

Some writers have endeavoured to prove 
that a  stamp is evidence o f /rep aym en t. 
Understood thus, Unpaid Letter stamps 
would, o f course, be immediately disqualified 
as bona-fide postage stamps. But is prepay
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ment necessarily understood by the term ? I 
think not ; but I will deal with this matter 
more fully under the heading of “ Unpaid 
Letter Stamps " in the following notes.

Official Stamps

Official stamps form a  highly important 
and interesting class, but as they cannot be 
usually purchased or used by the general 
public, their claim s to be treated as phila
telic varieties o f the first rank have been 
contested by many eminent collectors. In
deed, it has often been asserted that if all 
Official stamps were deleted from modern 
catalogues few would mourn their loss, as 
they are only of interest to specialists.

ARMY
I.R .

OFFICIAL OFFICIAL
Some writers have argued that these 

special Official labels are not really postage 
stamps at all, on the grounds that (i)  they 
do not pay postage, (2) they are only in
tended as a check on the various depart
ments that use them, and (3) that the Lost 
Office gets no payment for them from the 
before-mentioned departments. T ake the 
now obsolete stamps o f our own Government 
departments as an example : the Post Office 
may certainlyneverhave received payment for 
the variously overprinted stamps in actual 
cash, but they were charged for in the current 
accounts o f the several departments, so that 
the accounts o f the Post Office could be 
properly balanced.

I maintain that Official stamps are postage 
stamps o f the first degree, inasmuch as they 
are used in the manner for which postage 
stamps were prim arily intended, i.e. the pre
payment o f postal charges.

Other writers have argued that Official 
stamps are only franks on a  level with the 
“ Official P a id ”  postmarks applied to the 
correspondence dispatched from the chief 
offices o f the various Government depart
ments o f  our own country. But a little 
thought will show that this contention is 
absurdly incorrect. T o  start with, these 
postmarks do not frank the letters. T h e 
real frank on these official envelopes consists 
o f the official cypher o f  the particular 
department from which the letters emanate 
or o f the facsimile signature o f the chief of the 
department impressed from a  rubber stamp. 
These “  Official Paid ” marks denote that 
postage has been paid in exactly the same 
manner as the “  Paid” postm aiks on ordinary 
correspondence. In fact they practically 
represent postage prepaid in cash instead of 
by  means o f adhesive stamps, and no doubt

a strict account o f  the liabilities thus in
curred is kept between the Post Office and 
the other departments.

But what of the correspondence dispatched 
from the various branches of the Government 
departments, such as the Inland Revenue 
offices situated in every town and those 
scattered all over the country in connexion 
with the Arm y organization ? Now that all 
specially overprinted stamps have been 
withdrawn from use, the correspondence 
from all these branches has to be franked 
with ordinary postage stamps just as in the 
case o f private firms and individuals.

A gain, when the surcharged stamps were 
available would they not have franked letters 
posted by any one at any post office in the 
country, even supposing the sender o f the 
missives had no connexion whatever with 
any of the Government departm ents? 1 
think there is no doubt whatever that they 
would have passed without comment.

Besides, if the stamps had no franking 
power as legitimate postage stamps in the 
strictest meaning o f the term, why was it 
necessary to overprint more than one value 
for use in each department? H ad the 
stamps been intended solely as a  check or 
as “ fran ks” there would have been no 
necessity for each package to bear labels 
denoting the correct amount of postage to 
carry it to its destination.

I think, therefore, that however much one’s 
inclinations may lead one to wish that Official 
stamps could be excluded in an endeavour 
to lighten or abbreviate the present-day 
catalogues, on logical grounds they cannot 
be regarded as one whit less important than 
ordinary postage stamps, as collectable 
varieties o f the first water.

(Ta bt (Cntinutd.)

T H E  K IN G 'S  O W N  
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M

This Album has been specially designed for 
those collectors who either commence a collection 
with the Postage Stamps of King Edward VII, or 
who collect these stamps as a supplement to a 
General Collection. The King's Own Album con* 
tains 100 pages of heavy white plate paper out
lined with a neat border of neutral grey, with 
quadrilli background inside the grey border, and 
name space at the top of each page. Exact size 
of leaves from the outer edge, 7&K9I; available 
for mounting stamps, 6£x8l. The title-page is 
printed in the Royal Colours, with the King’s 
Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound 
in cloth, bevelled boards, with the Official Cypher 
Monogram and Crown in gold on cover.

Post-free, 8s.; abroad, 8s. $d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39s Strand, London, W .C ,
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lieu) Issues
By W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new Issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips, 
391 Strand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from the colonics in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the Information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address.

Bahamas.— By some mischance the 4d. King’s 
Head has been chronicled as having been issued 
on multiple paper, and is also thus catalogued in 
the Supplement.

By tracing the record back it would seem that 
a chronicle of a change of colour, viz. yellow for 
orange, got copied and recopied as a change of 
watermark. In the latest supply from the colony 
this value still comes on the single wmk. paper, so 
collectors may for the present delete No. 55 from 
the Catalogue.

Bolivar.— We have lately reported having seen 
some values in new colours of the stamps origin
ally issued in 1903. The fllustrierles Briefmarken 
Journal gives a very long list of still further vari
eties of colours and sounds a note of warning 
concerning same.

According to some correspondence in E l  Eco 
Postal (15.7.07), collectors should be chary of 
accepting any stamps issued by the Departments 
of Colombia without the fullest information. 
According to a decree dated 28 July, 1906, the 
authority formerly exercised by the various Depart
ments of issuing postage stamps has been with
drawn, and subsequent to the date mentioned the 
Federal Government alone may exercise this right. 
The Departments are to l>e supplied on requisition 
with stamps from head-quarters, and a strict 
account is to be kept, the Federal Government 
charging the Departments half the face value. 
The decree allows each Department to sell any 
stock remaining on hand at the date in question, 
but of such stock an inventory must be sent to 
Bogota, and any postal official selling or issuing 
any stamps contrary to this decree will be con
sidered as defrauding the revenue and is to be 
prosecuted accordingly. We should like to know 
more about the inventories mentioned before 
accepting or condemning the stamps.

British Honduras. —  In a recent supply of 
current stamps received by our publishers from 
this colony, none of the stamps mentioned in the 
Supplement were included. The note after the 
list was certainly warranted, and the matter 
might well serve as a text for yet another sermon 
on the foolishness of chronicling new stamps 
before their actual issue. It serves no useful 
purpose, and is a source of irritation to dealers 
and collectors alike, especially as regards a “ New 
Issue Service.”

In the supply mentioned above the 1 c. came 
on chalky paper. We think this is a novelty.

King's Head. Multiple. Chalky,
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.1 c, bluish green .
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China.— A resident of Foochow has shown 
our publishers an envelope (stamp, postmark, etc., 
of which we illustrate) bearing a 2 c. current stamp 
bisected diagonally, and surcharged, after being 
affixed to the envelope, “ — Postage— 1 cent— 
— Paid ”  in three lines, within an upright rect
angular frame, all in black.

It is addressed to a gentleman in the “ Tele
graphs, Foochow,”  and appears to have paid 
postage without further tax. Our informant says 
the stock of 1 c. stamps ran short, owing to the 
steamer, bringing a fresh supply, being delayed 
by a violent typhoon, and the Foochow post
master had to telegraph to Pekin for permission 
to adopt this device. The issue was very limited 
as the new stock of 1 c. arrived the next day, 
but the provisionals, we arc credibly assured, 
franked postal matter to Pekin and other parts of 
China without further tax.

Holland.— Mr. Booleman informs a foreign 
contemporary that the remaining stock of the

De Ruyter commemorative stamps are to be 
utilized as Postage Due stamps after having been 
duly overprinted for this purpose. Is this why 
the long-announced 6£ c. is so shy of appearing ? 
Last week, by a printer’s error, this 6$ c. was 
said to be “ still issued.” Of course the words 
should have been “ still unissued.”

In do-China.— For some time announcements 
have been made that the hideous “ Grasset”  type 
was to be superseded here.

Some of our foreign contemporaries now illus
trate five high values of a new issue. The 
stamps are upright rectangular in the size dear 
to the designer of modern French Colonials, and 
have varying pictures. The latter portray na
tives of both sexes, with divers occupations, and 
these works of (more or less) art are signed by

M. Puyplat. There will be two other types: one 
for the values from 1 c. to 15 c ., and one for the 
values 20 c. to 50 c. We understand there is also 
to be a new series of Postage Due stamps.

New types. Per/. (?)
Unused. Used.

s. ft. s. et.
75 c., black and orange . — —
1 fr. „  carmine . — —
2 fr. „  green . — —
sfr. „  blue . . _ —

10 fr. ,, violet. . — —

Luxem burg. — V A  nnoncc Timbrologie states 
that the 12$ c. with portrait of the present Grand 
Duke will be modified shortly, because the value

does not show clearly enough. It is reported 
that the first printing consisted of 70,000 stamps 
in sheets of ico.

L t Moniteur du Collectionneur is advised of the 
approaching issue of two more values in the same 
type, viz. 15 c. and 87 £ c.

N atal.— The illustration herewith is that of a 
cancellation, applied, before sale, by the Post 
Office, to the first stamp on the first page of 
the stamp booklet sold in Natal. This booklet 
containing thirty penny stamps is sold for 2S. 6d.,

thus the authorities obtain id. towards the cost of 
production. A  rather roundabout way of doing 
things, but the officials probably think the buyer 
would prefer a stamp obliterated in this way than 
no stamp at all.

Nepal.— Referring to the description of the 
new stamps mentioned last week, we are told 
that the translation of the motto in coloured

letters contained in the inner border is as follows: 
At the left, “ One’s own people” ; at the top, 
“ are dearer than” ; at the right, “ one’s own 
life.”  The inscription in white letters in the 
upper outer border means “ Glorious Lord of all 
living creatures,” whilst that in the lower outer 
border is “ Goshi Sarkar ”  and not “ Goorka Sirkar,” 
as we had it before. The figures in the lower 
left and right corners are 19 and 64 respectively.
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New South W ales.— This colony has lately 
had trouble with one of its perforating machines. 
Now there is trouble with the paper. Messrs. 
Fred Hagen. Ltd., of Sydney, inform us “ that 
owing to the increased demand for stamps in New 
South Wales, the contract supply of paper ran 
short, with the result that some forty-five or fifty 
thousand large sheets had to be borrowed from 
Victoria. It is anticipated that this supply will 
be sufficient to tide over the difficulty.*’

We have received some sheets of the 2d. printed 
on this paper. They are made up, as usual, of 
two panes, side by side, each of sixty stamps 
(10 rows of 6), and are perforated by the comb 
machine No. 2, gauging 12 x 11£. The Victorian 
paper, however, being different in size from the 
New South Wales paper, the watermarks (which 
are now Type 58 instead of, as formerly, Type 57) 
appear frequently very much out of centre, and 
unfortunately they are not very distinct. The 
watermark is inverted, and the two lower rows, 
instead of the Crown and A watermark, have 
the words c o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  A u s t r a l i a  in
verted on each line. This, again, is owing to the 
different size of the Victorian paper, on which 
four sheets of the N.S.W . 2d. can be printed, and 
still have some paper to spare. It is important to 
mention also that the words c o m m o n w k a l t h  
of  Au s t r a l i a  do not reach quite across the row, 
the first stamp in the ninth and tenth rows thus 
being entirely without watermark.

Hence it will be necessary for specialists to 
secure the three varieties ; though for ordinary 
collecting, one showing the wmk. “ Crown and 
double-lined A ” should be quite sufficient. 
Doubtless other values will be printed on the 
paper. It will be remembered that the 9d. in 
the Commonwealth type is printed at Melbourne, 
and naturally has this watermark.

Our correspondent remarks that the execution 
is not first-class, and that the firm which holds 
the Government contract for stamp printing 
being unable to work from engraved plates, 
the stamps were surface-printed from reversed 
electros. A s the contract expires in 1908 the 
Government will probably then have some of the 
stamps produced in a finer manner. It is not 
satisfied with the present stamps, and the quanti- 
ties ordered have been restricted to 138,300 
1 k r .; 65,600 kr. ; and 62,800 2 kr. Indeed, 
our correspondent says the “  present issue may be 
considered merely as a provisional one since stamps 
of finer execution are sure to appear in a year or 
so.'* We do not think so badly of the stamps as our 
friends in Norway. True, they have a flat appear
ance, but the design is not too elaborate, the 
portrait of King Haakon VII is dear, the name 
of the country and the denomination are easy to 
sec, the word COST is present, and the colours 
are simple. What more is needed ? The stamps 
are on thick paper with a watermark of some sort 
showing on some, probably only the paper-maker’s 
wmk., and are perforated 14^x13^. We are 
told the sheets bear the date of printing in the 
margins, that of the 2 kr. being July, 1907, and 
that of the other two values August, 1907.

K ing Haakon V II. P .r f. 144X13$.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.

Jubilee type, Wmk. Crown and double*lined A. 
Per/, liX itJ.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

ad., ultramarine . . .  — —
Varieties, ( i . )  Wmk. c o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  A U ' i R a l i a ,  

in the sheet, so that a single stamp only shows a por. 
tion 0/one or two Utters.
ad., ultramarine . . .  — —

(it.) No wmk.
ad., ultramarine . . .  — —

N orway.— The stamps with values in kroner, 
and bearing the portrait of the present King, 
have been issued sooner than anticipated. An 
esteemed correspondent at Christiania informs us 
that the stamps were delivered by the printers 
on the 10th August, and a supply sent to the Post 
Office at Christiania the same day. Our corre
spondent franked his letter with a set of the 
stamps, and it is postmarked 10th August, 1907. 
This date, then, is the official date of issue.

r kr., green 
1} kr., blue 
2 kr., rose«carmmc

Papua.— £wcn*s Weekly (17.8.07) announces 
the receipt of £d. and 4<1- British New Guinea 
stamps overprinted p a p u a  in a smaller and 
thinner type than on the stamps lately chronicled 
for the dependency with resuscitated name. The 
4d. of the first issue was bound to appreciate by 
reason of the small number printed, and appar
ently there were not enough of the id. value to 
go round. Our “ New Issue Service** dis
tributed the set of the first printing at ordinary 
rates.

Overprinted p a p u a ,  second type,

Unus-d. Used.
s. d. s, d.

$d. black and yellow-grten . — —
4<1., ,, „  sepia . . — —
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Portugal.— Our publishers have received a 
sheet of stamps made from the key plate for the 
current stamps and printed in the colour of the 
2} reis but imperf. and without any value in the 
tablet. We are told these were found amongst 
the stock of ordinary stamps.

K in g  C arles type. Figures 0 /value om itted. Im pcrf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d .
2$ r., pale grey . . . .  —  —

Russia.— ZVr Philatelist chronicles as some
thing new the 2 kop. Russian, without background.

It is stated to be on vertically laid paper, and 
perf. 14&. We have seen some values with back* 
ground misplaced, but never entirely missing. 
The stamps are printed in two operations, the 
design being printed independently of the back
ground, so the error in question might easily 
occur. It is a variety for the specialist only.

Santander and Cucuta.— The remarks under 
Bolivar apply equally to recent stamps issued 
by this Department. The recent crop of pro
visionals for Cucuta require some further con
firmation before they ought to be included in the 
Catalogue. We are now shown a new provisional 
for Santander. The fiscal 50 c., Type 31, has 
been overprinted similarly to Type 13, but sur
charged in addition “ «Medio centavo.”  The 
stamps are in small imperforate sheets of ten 
(five rows of two), and the third stamp has an 
error “ Cocreos”  for “ Correos.” The error is 
probably quite intentional, for the previous pro
visional on this fiscal had two errors of spelling, 
and thirty lines of printing is not a severe task 
of proof-reading. The colour varies as before 
from red to rose.

P r o v is io n a l .
Correos/de, ’SantanHer.
Aledto cen tav o

Fiscal stamp. Surcharged in black, hnperj.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
4 c. on 50 c., red . . . .  —  —
4 c. on 50 c., rose , . . . —  —

F.rror. “ Cocreos "  for ** Correos.”
4 c. on 50 c., red . . . .  —  —
4 c. on so c., rose . . . .  —  —

Sudan.— A correspondent of Le Collectionneur 
de Timbres-Co$te says that “ in accordance with a 
governmental resolution a new series of Sudanese 
postage stamps will be issued shortly. These 
stamps will be of varying types, and the size 
smaller than that of the current issue.”

T a sm a n ia .— We have received the is. Queen’s 
Head on the Crown and A  watermarked paper. 
The sheets are in two panes of sixty each, and 
are perforated by two single-line machines, gaug
ing 12 and 12} respectively.

Q ueens H ead. IVm h. Crown aver A.
P crf. 13X124.

Unused. Used. 
s, d . s . d.

is., rose and green . . .  —  —

A  S P L E N D I D  s t a r t  
T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T

Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet con
tains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, 
Bands, and Cards), and is the cheapest packet 
ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being 
absolutely guaranteed. The price it is offered at 
is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, 
embracing as it does scores of scarce varieties 
provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and 
obsolete varieties.

15s., post-free and registered.

T H E  Y O U N G  
C O L L E C T O R 'S  P A C K E T

No. 66, 300 varieties, is strongly recommended 
as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps 
ever offered—the Stamps could not be bought 
separately for three times the marvellously low 
price at which it is now offered. The Stamps, etc., 
are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. 
The best 500 varieties in the trade.

4s. id., post-free.
Stanley Gibbooa, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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FoPQenies and Reprints
Hoio to Detect Them
By REV. R O B E R T B. E A R E E
B R IT IS H  G U I  A N A — continued 
Issu e of 1 8 6 2 . 2  C en ts , b la c k  on y e llo w  
2  Cents

Bogus.— (i.e., no genuine 2 cents of these 
types.)

T ype IV.— Lithographed, on thin, primrose* 
yellow wove paper, grained as before. No 
interior lines.

T y p e  V .— Lithographed ; paper as above.
Type V I.— (I) Type-set, on pale yellow wove 

paper, very coarsely grained. The corner-orna- 
ments are rosettes, of eight circles surrounding a 
central circle.

T y p e  V I.— (2 ) Lithographed, on thin, yellow 
wove paper, grained as in our old green id. 
newsbands. There are no interior lines.

Bogus Types.— (1) Type-set, on medium, hard, 
very pale sulphur-yellow wove paper, with a 
mottled grain. There is no type at all like this.# 
The border is composed of curly ornaments, and is 
surrounded by a frame of a thin, inner line and a 
very thick, outer line. The frame makes the 
stamp much larger than any of the originals, 
forgeries, or bogus stamps hitherto described.

(2) Lithographed, on yellow wove paper, like 
that of the forgery of Type I. of the 2 c. The 
pattern of the frame is peculiar, consisting of 
interlacing semicircles, with little hearts and 
little balls alternately. This is, of course, quite 
an imaginary type, intended for the “ hook-and- 
eye ” type of the 4 c.

POSTMARKS 
Genuine.— As in the 1 cent.
T y p e  I. F orged.— U ncancelled . A lso  pen- 

marked. A lso  a  very large 4 , lik e  a  surcharge.
T y p e  II. F irst F orgery.— Similar to 30, 

with A O  in centre.
T y p e  II. Second F orgery.— D itto .
T ype II. T hird F orgery .— Ditto.
T y p e  II. Fourth F orgery.— D itto.
T y p e  III. Forged.— Uncancelled.
Most of the forgeries have „  written in

the centre, in red pencil, or else some initials, 
generally unreadable.

Sam e I s s u e ; 4  C en ts, b la ck  on blue
Genuine.— These are type-set, like the genuine 

I and 2 cents, on blue wove paper, rouletted.
T y p e  IV .— Of the eight stamps of this type, 

there are only two (those at the end of the second 
row on the sheet) which have the four interior 
lines of the frame; and, in each of them, the two 
side-lines (to the right of B r i t i s h , and to the 
left of p o s t a g e ) are both broken in four separate 
pieces. In each of the said two stamps, also, the 
top line is broken under the first a  of GUIANA, 
and the bottom line is broken above the c  of

c e n t s . On all the eight varieties, the top of the 
G o f  g u i a n a  comes down so as almost to touch 
the cross-bar to the ta il; the tail of the R of 
Br i t i s h  curls up; and the S of that word is no 
taller than the letters each side of it. None of 
the letters of the various inscriptions touch each 
other anywhere. O f the six varieties without 
interior lines, four show the U of FOUR higher 
than the rest of the letters ; the fifth has the s of 
c e n t s  too high, and the sixth has the u of 
g u i a n a  much higher than the I, which looks 
very like a “ 1.”

T y p e  V .— Each of the side-lines is broken in 
four pieces. If the left-hand one were prolonged 
downwards, it would pass more or less to the left 
of the perpendicular thick stroke of the t  of 
c e n t s . The tail of the r  of f o u r  curls up, in 
all the varieties but one ; and this latter variety 
has the U of GUIANA a good deal taller than the 
1, which is a distinct “ 1.” No two of the ten 
stamps of this type are exactly alike as to the 
border, as the “ hooks” have their heads upwards, 
downwards, to right and to left, in all sorts of 
combinations. Our illustration of this type, for 
instance, is copied from the fourth stamp in the 
top row. Perhaps I had better give the varieties. 
The following sketch is numbered, as a key to 
the 34 ornaments of the frame, to avoid unneces
sary repetition.

I 34l33U#l3»l3o|»9|a8|27
2 26
2_ *5
4 *4
£
6 29
1 21
8 2C
9 »s
(O n|ta|i3|i4  >3 i6|t? 18

First stamp.— Ornaments 1 to 8 face to right; 
9, to le ft; to, down; 11, up; 12 to 14, down ; 
15, to left; 16, up; 17, right; 18, down; 19 to 
27, to le ft; 28 to 34, down.

Second stamp.— 1, down; 2 to to, right; II 
to 18, u p ; 19 to 27, left; 28 to 34, down.

Third stamp.— 1 to to, right; 1 1 to 17, down; 
18 to 27, left; 28 to 34, down.

Fourth stamp.— 1 to 9, right; 10, down; i t ,  
left; 12 to 16, down ; 17, right ; 18 to 27, left; 
28 to 34, down.

Fifth stamp.— 1 to 8, right; 9, down; 10 to 
18, right; 19 to 27, le ft; 28 to 34, down.

Sixth stamp.— 1 to 3, right; 4, a different 
pattern; 5 to 10, right; 11 to 17, u p ; 18 to 27, 
le ft; 28 to 34, down.

Seventh stamp.— I to 7, right; 8, down; 9, 
10, right; 11 to 18, u p ; 19 to 27, left; 28 to 34, 
down.
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Eighth stamp.— i to 9, right; 10 to 18, up; 
19 10 27, le ft; 28, different pattern ; 29 to 34, 
dow n.

Ninth stamp.— 1 to 9, right; 10 to 17, up ; 18 
to 26, le ft; 27 to 34, down.

Tenth stamp.—  1, down ; 2 to 10, right; II to 
18, up ; 19 to 26, le ft; 27 to 34, down.

T y p e  V I.— This has no interior lines in any 
one of the six varieties. The little ornaments 
that I have called “ trefoils”  are all separate 
from each other, and the four corner ones are 
exactly like all the rest, and not like those in our 
illustration. The tail of the R of f o u r  curls up, 
as l>efore.

The illustration shows each of the ornaments 
composed of a triplet of balls, with a dot in two 
out of each triplet, and each triplet joined to the 
next by a semicircular line; but, as a matter of 
fact, each “ trefoil”  is really a ball, resting on

Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
Edward J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, 
Tunbridge Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
no time for direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents.'*

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

two spiral curls, and they do not join each other. 
Taking the numbers as in the key-sketch above, 
they are:—

Thirteenth stamp.— 1 to 10, left; II to 14, 
down; 15, this a bunch of grapes, as in Type
III. of the t c. and 2 c. ; 16, 17, down ; 18 to 
27* r‘g h t; 28 to 34, up.

Fourteenth stamp.— 1 to 9, left; 10 to 16, 
down; 17, right; 18 to 27, right; 28 to 34, 
up.

Fifteenth stamp.— r to 10, left; it  to 17, 
down ; 18 to 27, right ; 28 to 34, up.

Sixteenth stamp.— Same as fifteenth.
Seventeenth stamp.— 1 to 11 left; 12 to 17, 

down ; 18 to 27, right ; 28 to 34, up.
Eighteenth stamp.— 1 to 10, left; 11 to 18, 

down ; 19 to 27, right ; 28 to 34, up.

{T o be continued.)

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V  of Gibbons Stamp Weekfy 
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d.t 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. I. January to June, 1905, 
including the rare early numbers. 400 pages, 
10s. 9d., post-free. Vol. IV. June to December, 
19C6 .  414 pages, 4s. 9 d . ,  post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1907. 428 pages, 4s. 9d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp tUeekly
Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
A popular WeeKly S tam p  Jo u rn a l for the  

general co llecto r, and m ore especially for  
beginners and young co llecto rs.

W E E K L Y  q O N T E N T S .
The Countries of the World.

By Ed. J. Nankivell.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Gossip of the Hour. By Cornelius Wrinkle. 
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp Market. By an Odd Lot. A chat 

on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.
Philatelic Diary of Coming Events.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
ta months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spam.

Germany.

3 months M CO Q. 40 c. fc. 2 .00 m. 1,70
6 „ 3*. 3d. 80 c. fc. 4 .00 m. 3.25

12 „ 6s. 6d. $1 .60 fc. 8 .00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G. S. IV. from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as It would 
be if posted.

Printed by W . B r e n d o n  &  S o n , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  GtnnoHS, Ltd., 391 Strand, Londoo, W .G
31 August, 1907.
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Go$$ip of the Moutr
By CORNELIUS W RIN KLE
Those N .Z .’s

1S E E M  to have put my foot into it pretty 
deeply, but as I have now quite re
covered, I will have another try at 

explaining myself. O f course, I meant the 
is. blood-red, not 6d. as printed, and also, 
of course, the said is. belongs to the first 
colonial printing from the W aterlow plates, 
perf. II, no w m k.: and Mr. W. B. Edwards 
reminds me o f  another peculiarity of this 
blood-red shilling o f New Zealand ; it is of 
the dull gum persuasion.

A correspondent tells me of a is. that he 
has of this no wmk. series which he de
scribes as “  almost sepia, though a  shade on 
the brown side,” and he thinks it must be a 
further shade o f Gibbons 2166 brown-red. 
1 can only say that 1 have not met with any
thing that would answer to such a  shade.

Maldives
A CORRESPONDENT of the Philatelic J o u r 
nal o f India , who has been trying to get 
some Maldives by writing direct, appears to 
have had a  curious experience. H e sent a 
request and remittance for a set, but could 
get no reply, so he kept pegging away at all 
and sundry from the P.M .G . o f  Ceylon 
downwards, till at last the P.M .G . sent a 
reply, or caused one to be sent, returning 
the money and vouchsafing the information 
that “ the numbers at the P .M .’s disposal 
were too limited to enable him to comply 
with my request (3 s e ts !),” and so after six 
months’ agitation he obtained “  a  registered 
envelope, 10 cent, pink, surcharged ‘ M al
dives,’ and one 2 c. and two 5 c. stamps 
similarly surcharged.”

The Juniors’ Com ing Exhibition 
1 HEAR that my energetic friends, the 
Juniors, have alread/ begun work in serious 
earnest for their proposed Philatelic Exhibi
tion in the early part of the new year. A s 
Exeter Hall will not be available, they will 
probably have to try W estm inster— the 
House of Lords or Caxton Hall, most prob

ably the latter. T hey are also taking an 
office in town from which the Committee 
will conduct the affairs o f the new venture.

T he Com ing Philatelic Season 
H a v in g  said good-bye to all hopes o f a 
summer, we are now beginning to look 
forward to the coming philatelic season. 
A lready some of the programmes are out. 
So far there is not much novelty, unless I 
note the fact that the Leeds, Bradford, and 
Huddersfield Societies exchange visits, a 
fraternal arrangement that should be worth 
copying.

Society for English Specialists 
M r . C . P h il l ip s  (not C. J. P.), o f  T h e 
Retreat, 6 Church Street, Littlehampton, in
forms the S.C.P". that he is projecting a 
society solely for specialists in English 
stamps. It is to meet once a month at its 
own rooms, have its own library and ex
changes for members. Such a  society could 
scarcely be formed outside the metropolis. 
However, it is a  good idea.

Specialists’ Societies
1 a m  inclined to think that specialists do 
best in little coteries meeting at each other’s 
houses. It is a  question whether it is not 
overdoing it to attempt so much as a  formal 
society. T h e members o f  any big society 
might form themselves into a  specialist 
group or circle and meet an hour before the 
ordinary meeting or on a separate evening. 
T he multiplication of societies is a question
able advantage.

Colour Proofs
C o l o u r  proofs are coming to the front. 
Since the big lot o f  U e La Rue proofs came 
on the market we have all had our appetites 
considerably sharpened for such trifles, and 
as in the nature o f things they can never be 
very plentiful, prices are likely to rise un
pleasantly for some of us. A s 1 am very
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sweet on colour trials, I am in great fear that 
prices may range beyond my pocket.

One of my special prizes in the way of 
colour trials is a page of twelve o f the id . 
o f Southern N igeria in varying combinations 
o f colours, and all on C A  paper.

The order of a Specialist Collection is : —  
Proofs, actual issues, unused and used, Re
prints and Forgeries.

T he N ew  Specialism
M r. P emberton' has struck out an idea for 
persuading specialists to specialize in dif
ferent printers’ work from the same plates. 
And he calls it the New Specialism. It is 
an interesting line to follow.

I suspect we shall all be splitting up into 
new specialisms of our own as issues multi
ply, but I trust the idea o f keeping some grip 
on general collecting will become more and 
more popular. Specialize as much as you 
like, but keep some sort o f  general collection 
running as well.

Summer Collecting— Pro and Con
T he Philatelic Record and the Philatelic  

Journa l o f  Great Britain  have been airing 
their editorial views on the question of stamp 
collecting in the summer.

The Record says :—
It is very necessary (hat there should be this 

interregnum— it affords that rest to the omnivorous collec* 
tor whereby bis collecting powers are recuperated, and to 
the dealer the privilege ;of counting his gains, and the 
opportunity of spending a fraction of them in a  motoring 
tour, or upon a trip to Switzerland or elsewhere. Three 
months is all too short for this, and from whatever point 
of view this vacation is looked at, it would be a  grave 
mistake to curtail it.

Now listen to the P J .  o f  G .B . :—
Naturally enough, the average Britisher prefers outdoors 

to indoors during the summer months, but is that sufficient 
reason why he should completely ignore his stamps for 
several months during the year? We think not— stamps, 
like coals, should be purchased during the “ off" season. 
The keen collector is always on the outlook for bargains, 
and he knows full well that during June, July, and

August cheap snaps are to be picked up by studying 
dealers’ advertisements and dealers' stock book*. The too 
ardent cricket and boating devotee misses all these chances, 
with the consequence that when autumn sets in he spends 
much time and money in furiously hunting around for six- 
months-old new issues.

There are and always will be collectors who, like the 
thrifty housewife that prohibits (ires after a certain date, 
however cold the weather may be, put their albums away 
to be forgotten until the following October or November.

Personally we get as much pleasure out of our stamps 
during the summer as we do in the winter, and we think 
that those collectors who ignore their stamps and their 
stamp papers in toto make a big mistake. Philateliais 
not to be wooed during certain months of the year, her 
secrets can only be learned by much patient study, secrets 
that the stx-months-in-the-year collector cannot hope to 
unravel.

W hat says the average man who cannot 
afford a three months’ vacation ? 1 guess
the average man is every year taking more 
and more continuous interest in his stamps 
through summer and winter.

T he suggestion that the stamp dealer 
should go  a-motoring does not meet with my 
approval, for it means that the poor over
taxed collector will have to pay for that 
motor trip.

M e and Myn, Limited
M r. C r o c k e t t ’s stamp story, “ M e and 
M yn, Limited,” may now be seen in book 
form on every bookstall, with a charming 
presentation of masterful Myn.

T h e reception accorded to the story when 
it was running through G .S . IV. was not 
encouraging by all accounts, but for all that 
it was cram full o f that peculiarly dry 
humour for which Mr. Crockett is famous. 
O f  course, the story will be more appreciated 
in book form than in its tedious serial 
form. Although I am a  devoted adm irer of 
M r. Crockett’s stories, I don’t think I could 
have the patience to read him in serial form. 
I should want to get on daily anyway, not 
weekly; and as for those folks who can follow 
an exciting serial in a monthly publication, 
I envy them their placidity o f life.

Portraits on Stamps
By BO SW ELL JUNIOR
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a — continued 

Oliver Hazard Perry, son of Christopher 
Raymond and Sarah Perry, was born in 

South Kingston, Rhode 
Island, on 23 August, 1785. 
H is father was a captain 
in the U .S. navy, while 
his mother was the grand
daughter o f an officer in 
the Scotch army. It was 
natural, therefore, that their 
son Oliver should be fitted 
to command others “ by 

teaching him early to obey.” H e went to 
private schools in Kingston and excelled in

the study of mathematics and navigation. 
In 1799 Oliver received his commission as a 
midshipman. H e cruised in the W est Indies 
and served twice in the Tripolitan war. On 
being made a lieutenant in 1807, he com
manded the schooner Revenge, which was 
wrecked in ]8 n . A  court o f inquiry ab
solved him from blame. A t the outbreak of 
the war with England in 1812, Perry was 
probably one of the best ordnance officers in 
the Am erican navy. U nder Commander 
Isaac Chauncey’s orders he set out for Lake 
E rie to build a squadron from the virgin 
forest. After incredible toil he succeeded in
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launching nine vessels of 1671 tons in nil. 
On the British side Captain Barclay had 
collected a squadron o f six vessels o f 1460 
tons. The fleets met on 10 September, 1813. 
During the action, when victory for the 
British seemed almost in sight, Perry and 
his brother with four sailors left the flagship, 
by this time reduced to a hulk, and reached 
the Niagara. Perry at once took this ship 
into action. T h e result was a complete vic
tory for the Am erican fleet. For the first 
time in her history Great Britain lost an 
entire squadron. Perry’s dispatch on the 
victory was characteristic of the man : “  W e 
have met the enemy and they are ours.” In 
the subsequent military operations Perry 
took an important part. For these services 
he received the thanks o f Congress, a medal, 
and the rank o f captain.

He commanded the frigate Ja va  in the 
squadron that was sent to the Mediterranean 
in 1815. Four years later, while in command 
of the John Adam s and other United States 
vessels in the W est Indies, he was attacked 
by yellow fever in the Orinoco, and died, 
afte- a brief illness, in Port Spain, Trinidad, 
on 23 August, 1819. His remains, removed 
by Act o f Congress in a man-of-war, were 
buried in Newport in 1826.

The portrait of Perry’s head on the 90 
cents value of the 1870-71 issue was taken 
front the marble statue by W alcutt, which 
was dedicated in Cleveland, Ohio, in Sep
tember, i860.

Winfield Scott was born in Dinwiddie 
county, near Petersburg, Virginia, on 13 June, 

1786. He was educated at 
W illiam  and M ary College, 
studied law, was admitted 
to the bar in 1806, and 
entered the arm y as a cap
tain in 1808. H e was sus
pended for a  year, in 1809, 
for remarks on the conduct 
o f his superior officer. In 
1812 he becam e lieutenant- 

colonel, and was ordered to the Canadian 
frontier, but was taken prisoner in the affair 
of Queenstown heights. H e was exchanged 
in the following year and attained colonel’s 
rank. In the engagem ent o f  Lundy’s Lane, 
near Niagara Falls, he had two horses killed 
under him, and was twice severely wounded. 
His recovery was slow and his arm was left 
partially disabled. A t the close o f the war 
he was promoted to be major-general, with 
the thanks o f Cong -ess and a gold medal for 
his services. H e now visited Europe in a 
military and diplomatic capacity. Returning 
to the United States in 1816he m arried Miss 
Mayo o f  Richmond. In 1832 he commanded 
the Federal forces in Charlestown Harbour 
during the trouble with South Carolina, and 
his tact and discretion did much to prevent

the threatened civil war. T he second Semi
nole war broke out in 1835. The Saminoles 
held out in Florida under a brave chief 
named Osceola. They had made themselves 
specially obnoxious to the Southern planters 
by receiving runaway slaves. T he capture 
o f Osceola practically put an end to the 
resistance of the Seminoles. In 1831 Scott 
promoted the peaceful removal o f the 
Cherokees from G eorgia to their present 
reservation beyond the Mississippi.

Scott became commander-in-chief of the 
United States army on the death o f General 
Macomb in 1841. The annexation o f Texas, 
in 1845, was the chief cause of the war with 
Mexico. General Scott was appointed to the 
chief command of the invading force in
1847. V era Cruz surrendered to hint, and 
the march on the capital was begun. On 
the way Scott met and defeated the Mexican 
army under Santa-Anna. One by one the 
outlying fortifications of the city o f  M exico 
were captured, and on the morning of 
14 September, Scott's arm y marched into 
the city and occupied the national palace. 
Peace was signed at Guadalupe H idalgo in
1848. M exico resigned her claim to Texas, 
and also handed over New M exico and Cali
fornia to the United States for a payment of
15.000,000 dollars.

In 1852, Scott was the candidate o f the 
W hig party for the Presidency, but he failed 
to be elected.

In 1859 he settled the question o f the 
boundary-line between the United States 
and British Am erica through the Straits of 
Fuca. A g e  and infirmity prevented him 
from taking an active part in the civil war of
1861. H e accordingly retired from the 
service, retaining his rank, pay, and allow
ances. After a brief visit to Europe he 
returned to W est Point. “  1 have come here 
to die,” he said, and his words had a  speedy 
fulfilment, for he died two weeks afterwards, 
on 29 M ay, 1866. His last conscious utter
ance was in reference to his magnificent 
horse. “ James,” said he, turning to his 
servant, “ take good care o f the horse.”  He 
was buried at W est Point.

His stately bearing and exacting discipline 
earned for him the nickname “ Fuss and 
Feathers.” A lw ays equal to any danger, he 
was a  man o f true courage, unswerving in 
loyalty, and o f the highest character.

S T A N L E Y  G I D D O N S  
P R I C E D  C A T A L O G U E  O F  
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Post-free, as. Qd.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
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Funtbeit Dotes on 
The Breitfuss Collection
By CHARLES J. PH ILLIPS

T H E  following volumes have been priced 
since the last notice, and can now be 
sent on approval to collectors who 

desire to see them ; or the collection as far 
as priced can be inspected during office hours 
at 391 Strand, London.

V O L U M E  X L V I
B ru n sw icK  and Oldenburg

This is the first volume of the German 
section, which I consider is one o f the 
strongest portions o f the collection. Through
out his German collections Mr. lireitfuss 
made a  strong speciality o f the postmarks, 
and during nearly thirty-five years o f collect
ing he got together a remarkable lot o f the 
scarcer varieties, such as can be found now
adays only in really old collections. Also 
throughout this section he made a speciality 
o f  stamps on entire letters. Here again he 
sought rare cancellations, and especially 
stamps used in countries other than that of 
their origin.

In Brunsw ick  there is a good lot of the 
essays, including an exceptionally strong lot 
o f those submitted by E. Petersen, 1861 to
1865. In the issued stamps I note in 1852 
one of the 1 sgr., rose, two of the 2 sgr., 
blue, and one o f the 3 sgr., red, all unused, 
and a fine lot of used. In the 1853 issue, the 
1 sgr., black on buff, is present in no fewer 
than seven stamps, unused ; of the 3 sgr., 
black on rose, there are three unused, includ
ing one bright rose, full gum. T he stamps of 
1864, p ercien  arc, are very strong, e g. J pfg., 
black on green, tw o unused and one used. 
O f the I sgr., black on yellow, there are one 
unused and two used.

In Oldenburg I draw attention to : 1852 
issue, iV th., rose, three unused ; th.,yellow, 
four unused, including a variety which I 
have not had before, i.e. on pelure paper ; 
this is a beautiful stamp with full gum, and 
Mr. Breitfuss had it for nearly thirty years. 
In the 1859 issue, J gr.. black on greeit, three 
unused and two u se d ; all extremely fine 
stamps with large margins. T h e other stamps 
o f this and of the next issue are all well 
represented, generally with four or five un
used and as many used. In the interesting 
defective transfers o f 1861 there are six fine 
stamps showing the chief varieties. The 
Oldenburg, all through, are an exception
a lly  fine lot of stamps.

V O L U M E  X L
N orth G erm an Confederation

A  specialized collection. There are about 
sixty o f  the scarce essays, all in unadopted 
designs, and many great rarities. In the 
1868 stamps, first type, Mr. Breitfuss drew 
m y attention to the fact that the stamps were 
issued in an imperf. condition, and he has 
pairs, on letters, o f  the 1 kr., green, 2 kr., 
orange, and a  pair, not on letter, o f the J, gr., 
green. It seems highly probable that some 
sheets o f  these stamps were sent out imperf., 
ju st as was the case with our id., red, and I 
see no reason why these stamps should not 
be included in the catalogues as errors. In 
the later issues there is a  good lot o f  scarce 
postm arks and m any stamps on full letters. 
A n  interesting envelope is one used at Kiel 
in “ June 1869,” franked b y  half o f  a  t gr., 
rose, perf., used for £ gr. T h e  envelope is 
the cover o f  a  printed circular, o f which the 
postal rate would be i  gr. T his volume ends 
with a good series o f “ S ervice” stamps, and 
double sets o f the Telegraph stamps.

V O L U M E  X L I I
G erm an E m p ire

T he first page has an extremely interesting 
and, I believe, very rare essay o f a 50 pfg. 
stamp in chocolate with the head of the 
present Em peror W illia m ; the design is 
very effective and 1 think it would make a 
very handsome stamp. T here is a large 
number o f essays, many of them of con
siderable rarity. T h e large and small 
“ E a g le ’’ issue is well represented. In the 
issue o f 1875 I would mention the 50 pfg., 
grey, dated very clearly, “ 22. 12. 74.” This 
issue has always been catalogued as 1875, 
but it looks as if the 50 pfg. must have been 
issued in December, 1874. A  rather remark
able page is that o f the 2 m k .; there are no 
fewer than twenty-four stamps, all unused, 
and all differing in shades. In the 1880 
issue, there is a pair o f the 10 pfg., rose, im
perf. In 1889, there are horizontal pairs, 
imperf. and unused, of the 3, 10, 25, and 
50 pfg. T he rare issue o f 1900, with the 
trial perforation 11J in the high values, is 
here represented by two shades o f th e  1 mk., 
and one each o f the 2, 3, and 5 mk. This 
volume ends also with a good page o f “ T ele
graphs.”
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V O L U M E  X L III  
German Colonies

A very strong volume ; all varieties are 
worked out, and there is a good selection of 
the different postmarks. Mr. Breitfuss in
cluded also a number of the German Em 
pire stamps used in the various colonies 
without overprints. The provisionals issued 
at Tsing-tau are a fine lot. An uncatalogued 
variety is a strip o f five of the 5 pfg. on 
10 pfg., with the value double-printed on 
every stamp. In the hand-stamped pro
visionals used at Tientsin in 1900 there are 
blocks of four o f the 5, 20, 30, and 30 pfg., 
the two latter being extremely rare. In the 
German New Guinea issue 1S97, there is a 
25 pfg., orange, with the overprint inverted. 
There are several stamps bisected and used 
for half their values.

V O L U M E  X L I V
Prussia

An exceptionally fine book, highly special
ized and strong in essays, trials, and colour 
proofs. I note two of the very rare 
provisionals issued as a local post for 
Berlin in 1848 ; these are numbered 664 
and 665. In the issue of 1856 with the solid 
background there are two of the 1 sgr., 
rose, and three of the 2 sgr., blue, unused. 
In the issue o f 1861 there are horizontal 
imperf. pairs of the 4 pfg., green, and 6 pfg., 
orange. There is also a number o f envelope 
stamps used as adhesive stamps on whole 
letters. There is a  magnificent series of 
the very rare Telegraph stamps o f  March, 
1864, including the 2$, 5, 8, 10, 12, and 
15 sgr. ; these form one o f the rarest sets 
of Telegraph stam ps in the world.

V O L U M E  X L V I I
Saxony and B aden

In Saxony there are two shades o f  the 
3 pfg., red, 1850, unused, one with full gum 
having been bought from Mr. Dauth, o f

Frankfurt, in June, 1881, for 10 s.; the value 
is now ,£18; there are also three fine 
used. In the issue o f June, 1850, there is a 
very fine £ gr., black on blue paper, error, 
printed in the colour of the 2. T his was 
bought from Dr. jur. P. Kloss, of Dresden, 
in 1884, fo r,£3 ; its value is now ^100. The 
later issues are well represented in all 
shades, unused and used.

In Baden  there are eighteen stamps of 
the first type unused, and a fine series of 
used with various cancellations. In the 
issue 1862 there is a very fine 3 kr., pale 
rose, imperf., used at Stockach on 2 January. 
An uncatalogued stamp is the 9 kr., paie 
bistre, perf. ro, and printed on both sides. 
T he “  Landpost ” stamps are well repre
sented by used stamps, the choicest piece 
being an envelope franked by four of the 
I kr., one o f the 3 kr., and three of the very 
rare 12 kr. There is an interesting envelope 
franked by half of a 12 kr., used as a 6 kr.

V O L U M E  X L V I 1I
A lsa ce  and Lorraine

This is a really remarkable volume, in 
which one finds a magnificent series o f the 
postmarked stamps. Mr. Breitfuss made 
a great speciality o f collecting postmarks of 
all the different towns and villages occupied 
b y  the Prussians during the war o f 1870, 
and by the dates on these stamps one can 
follow in a most interesting way the advance 
o f the various arm y corps across French 
territory. A s showing the strength o f  the 
collection, I may say that in the 10 c. 
stamp alone there are 257 varieties o f 
obliteration. In addition to the single 
stamps there are seventy-one letters franked 
either by  Alsace stamps or by Alsace stamps 
in combination with French stamps. Among 
the very rare obliterations there are those of 
“  Thiancourt ” in red, “  Bischw eiller ” in blue, 
“  Paris,” “  Tool,” “  Yezelieze,” “ Ensishein,” 
“  Lagarde,” “  St. Louis,” “  Thann,” etc.

Tbe Stamps of llepal
By MAJOR E. B. EVANS
REPRINTED FROM T H E  “ M ONTHLY JO U R N A L ’ 
I s s u e  o f  1 8 8 6

IX the course o f this year a  very distinct 
change was made in the paper upon 
which these stamps were printed. It 

is noted in The Philatelic Record for Novem 
ber, 1886, as follows : —

Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. send us a  set of stamps of 
the ^une detigns as before, but printed on native paper, 
and in colours slightly varying in tone from the previous 
issue. The stamps are not perforated or gummed.

The colours are described as 1 a., dark 
blue, 2 a., slate-violet, 4 a., yellow-green. U n
fortunately no one seems to have examined

entire sheets, and I can find no record of 
their shape, or o f the arrangement of the 
marginal inscriptions, or even a statement 
showing whether the first sheets on this 
paper contained any inverted stamps or not. 
T h e  first mention 1 have found of tetc-beche 
varieties is in the third Supplement to Moons' 
Catalogue, sixth edition, published in 1888-9, 
where the 1 a. and 2 a. are listed as existing 
in this form. T h e same two values, only, are 
listed tete-biche in the final edition o f  the 
same catalogue (1892); I think we may 
therefore safely conclude that inverted stamps
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existed on the sheets o f the earliest printing 
o f the i a. and 2 a. on native paper, and that 
teie-beche pairs o f the 4 a. (which also exist) 
come from a somewhat later printing.

These different printings, or rather the 
various arrangem ents o f the marginal in
scriptions and the varieties shown in the 
sheets at different periods, I will endeavour 
to describe later. T h e  colours of course 
varied somewhat in the different printings, 
and these varieties o f shade 1 place together 
in the first list given below, which covers the 
period from 1886 to 1899, at which latter 
date the stamps on native paper were first 
received perforated.

T he colours of the I a. and 2 a. are d ull, 
the blue varying to grey-blue or slaty blue;  
the 4 a. is always in a yellow ish  shade o f 
green. T h e impressions also vary greatly 
in clearness, some showing signs o f  an excess 
o f ink and others of too little ; and m any of 
the clichds o f  the 1 a. gradually becam e 
worn or clogged with ink.

T h e paper is o f  a similar nature to that 
used for the early stamps o f  Kashmir, but is 
wove, instead o f laid. It is also, I think, 
usually thinner and softer than the Kashm ir 
paper, but the stamps also exist on thick, 
stiff paper. It is very irregular in substance, 
all the sheets I have met with containing 
large fibres distributed through them, show
ing that the materials were not very carefully 
pulped. It varies in shade from a pale whity- 
brown to a dingy sort o f buff, which modifies 
the colour of the impression to a greater or 
less extent. W riting o f this paper in 1899, 
when perforation was again attempted, a 
correspondent said: “ T h ey  used to perforate 
when they printed on European paper, but 
they bought such cheap and nasty stuff that 
it broke when creased, and they gave up 
foreign paper. T heir own paper will hardly 
tear at all, even when perforated. It is made 
of the bark fibre o f a plant called Daphne, 
and is of marvellous strength. T he Japanese 
silk paper approaches it nearest.”

A ll the stamps of this period are im
perforate. .

1 a . ,  grey-blue.
1 a . ,  dull I lue (deep to paler).
2 a . ,  di 11 purple (shades).
4 a.,  yellow-green ,,

Varieties, tete-btehe.
1 a., grey-blue.
1 a . ,  dull blue (deep to paler).
2 a . ,  dull purple (shades).
4 a . ,  deep ye llow-green (1894?).

The sheets of each value still contained 
sixty-four stamps, in eight rows o f eight, and 
although a  certain amount o f resetting must 
have taken place (as shown by the fact that 
inverted stamps occur in different positions 
on different sheets), the blocks were evidently 
not all rearranged, as certain dam aged speci
mens are found in the same position from

first to last. For instance, there was a  crack 
in one o f the casts o f the 1 a., producing a 
long white flaw down the right side o f  the 
frame of the stamp. This is the right-hand 
stamp of the sixth row in every sheet I have 
seen, from the first issue o f  all down to the 
time when the blocks for this value appear 
to have been re-engraved. In the 2 a. again 
the stamp in the right upper corner of several 
sheets has a  semicircular dent in the left- 
hand side ; this probably was the case in the 
first issue, and certainly continued during 
the period I am now considering. I only 
mention these points to show that the plates 
were apparently never entirely broken up, 
and that the inverted stamps must have been 
caused by the settings becoming loose, single 
blocks dropping out, and being carelessly 
replaced upside down.

W hat I take to be the earliest setting on 
native paper has inscriptions in all four mar
gins, in the same words as in the first issue, 
but with the heads o f the letters next the 
stamps in each case. T hey are in the same 
type on all three values, that which was used 
with 2 a. and 4 a. o f the first issue.

T h e  spacing of the stamps is the same as 
before, and the spacing o f the marginal in
scriptions is very similar to that of the first 
setting described in the first issue, but not, 
o f  course, identical with it, as the whole must 
have been set up afresh.

In the sheet o f the 1 a. there were at least 
two inverted stamps, No. 4 in the seventh 
row and No. 6 in the eighth ; and from 
examination of a mutilated sheet, I am in
clined to believe that No. 5 or 6 in the sixth 
row and No. 5 or 6 in the seventh row may 
have been inverted also.

T his 1 a. is in the grey-blue shade.
I have little doubt that there was also an 

inverted stamp in the 2 a. sheet, probably in 
the third or fourth horizontal row.

T here was probably no inverted stamp in 
the sheet o f  the 4 a., but if there was one 
it must have been in the block o f four at the 
lower right-hand corner.

T h e paper used in this printing was com 
paratively thin and smooth.

Later printings o f all three values were in 
similar sheets of sixty-four, but with marginal 
inscription at the top only. T h e inscriptions 
are in the same words and the same type as 
upon the last sheets described, and are the 
same way up as the stamps, but the spacing 
o f the inscription varies to a certain extent. 
I believe that the plate and the inscription 
at the top were enclosed by bits o f rule in all 
these later printings, but they do not always 
show in the margins of the sheets.

In what I take to be the earliest o f them, 
I have only seen impressions o f  the frame 
lines at the sides o f fragments of sheets of 
the 2 a. and 4 a., where they are 12 or 13 mm. 
away from the stamps, so possibly they were
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not always inked. I can trace a  colourless 
impression in the side margin o f  a block of 
1 a. The inscription at the top commences 
over the left-hand stamp o f the top row in all 
three values. I do not possess a  whole top 
row of the 1 a. In the 2 a. and 4 a. it ends 
over the space between the seventh and 
eighth stamps, or over the left corner o f the 
eighth, and there is a variety of the 2 a. setting 
in which the inscription is more to the right, 
and ends almost over the centre o f the eighth 
stamp. T he last two words of the inscription, 
which are shown almost completely at the top 
of the illustration [p. 136 G .S. IV.], are joined 
into one in this setting, on the 4 a. and both 
the varieties o f the 2 a. mentioned a b o v e ;
1 have no doubt that this was also the case 
on the sheets o f the 1 a. This may be said 
to constitute an error in the marginal in
scription, not of any great importance, but 
sufficient to distinguish a certain printing.

I find the 1 a. in a medium d u ll blue shade, 
and still printing with fair clearness ; the 2 a. 
in a pale purple, and the 4 a. in deep yellow- 
green, heavily printed. I do not know the 
positions of any inverted stamps in the 1 a. 
sheets, but probably such existed ; No. 21 in 
the 2 a. and No. 54 in the 4 a. sheets were 
inverted.

After this I place some settings in which 
the frame lines are much closer to the stamps, 
and consequently are always printed ; they 
are 4 to 6 mm. away from the stamps at 
bottom and sides, and only 2 to 3 mm. above 
the inscription at top. The latter begins 
over the space between the first and second 
stamps from the left, and ends over the left 
corner o f the eighth stamp on the 1 a., and 
over the space between the seventh and 
eighth on the 4 a. T he only sheet 1 have of 
the 2 a. has the frame line 10 mm. away from 
the stamps at left, 4 mm. at right, 11 mm. at 
bottom, and 3 mm. above the inscription at 
top. T he inscription begins over the space 
between the first and second stamps and ends 
over the right half o f the seventh stamp. T he 
last two words arc separate upon all, so that 
the inscription as a  whole is much less spaced 
than in the previous setting.

No. 21 is still inverted on the sheet o f the
2 a. I have not got a complete sheet of the

4 a., so cannot say whether No. 54 remained 
inverted.

O f the 1 a. I have two entire sheets, and a 
large portion of a  third, differing in certain 
particulars:—

(a) There is an error in the inscription at 
the top ; the first character o f the first word 
“ e k ” ( =  one), instead o f  being similar to that 
shown in the right margin o f the illustration 
[p. 136 G .S . W .\  is similar to the first charac
ter shown in the upper margin, but with only 
a single accent over it and a  dot below the 
loop ; I believe it is a form of the letter for 
“  p,” instead of that for “  e.” T here is also 
no dash under the last character o f the third 
word, but I do not know whether this is an 
error or not, as the earlier sheets are very 
irregular in this particular. In the first issue 
the dash seems to be present in some of the 
margins and absent in others ; in the first 
setting of 1886, it is present in all four mar
gins of the 1 a., and uniformly absent in the 
other values. O f the sheets described so 
far with inscriptions at top, all have this 
dash, except these three o f the 1 a. I have 
not got an entire sheet of this, and can only 
say that Nos. 47 and 52 are inverted. M y 
fragments o f a sheet are in deep blue, and 
the side frame lines are only 4 mm. from the 
stamps. In the two other sheets they are 
6 mm. away.

(b) The first word of the inscription is 
correct, but there is no dash under the last 
character o f the third word. Nos. 52, 59,* 
and 62 are inverted. I have this in deep blue.

(c) Inscription as in (b). Nos. 52, 59, 62, 
and 63 are inverted. I have this in a  paler  
blue, varying in depth all over the sheet.

I cannot say in what order these sheets 
come ; I have placed them in accordance 
with the number o f inverted stamps I know 
they contain, presuming that these errors 
would increase as time went on (though No. 
47 seems to have been put right). T he im
pression o f (a) is also clearer than that o f 
the other two, which are about equal in 
indistinctness.

The paper o f  all my copies with inscription 
at top is com paratively thick.

* This was not inverted in («).

{To be continued.)

(XIhat i$ a Postage Stamp ?
By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE
Unpaid L e tte r  S tam p s

NO W  we hc.ve to consider another in
teresting ohilatelic group, the U npaid 
Letter or Postage D ue stamps of the 

world. T h e  claim o f this class to the at
tention o f  general collectors seems to rest 
solely on the fact as to whether payment or

prepayment is the correct definition o f  the 
term “ postage stamp.”

If prepayment is intended, then, as I have 
stated, all Postage Due stamps can be 
omitted from general catalogues without any 
hesitation whatever.

I can, however, find no substantial grounds
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for the conclusion that prepayment is the 
necessary or correct meaning o f the term. 
T h at these stamps pay postage is obvious, 
and it appears to me that whether postage is 
paid in advance or on delivery is quite 
optional, and a  matter that is left to the 
arbitrary decision o f  the individual. In 
these respects the Post Office falls in line

with all other carriers, with the single excep
tion that if the necessary charges are not 
prepaid a  small additional amount is imposed 
for the extra trouble involved in collecting 
the postage. There is nothing in the Post 
Office regulations to lead one to suppose 
that prepayment is compulsory.

The chief argument against this class of 
stamps seems to be that, as double postage 
is always collected on unstamped or in
sufficiently stamped mail packages, this 
charge is more in the nature o f a  fine than 
as evidence o f postage paid. But, strictly 
speaking, this is not so, and the arguments 
adduced by Mr. Ehrenbach are particularly 
significant on this p oin t: “  One o f  the A cts 
o f the Berne Convention distinctly deals 
with this matter, and says that the postal 
authorities o f  every country belonging to 
the Union shall carry letters or post cards to 
destination whether “the postage fees have 
been prepaid or not. T h e  same A ct fixes 
the amount to be prepaid at a  maximum 
of a jd . (25 centim es gold)— an amendment 
allowing countries to make special arrange
ments with each other with a  view to re
ducing their rates— the amount o f prepaid 
postages to go  to the forwarding Post Office 
o f the respective country. T h ey  likewise, 
however, stipulate, and this is the point on 
which I  specially lay stress, that should the 
postage not be prepaid, or only partly pre
paid by the sender, the deficiency shall then 
be collected in double from the addressee, 
and the single postage, or deficiency, shall 
be accounted for and credited to the country 
whence the letter comes, and the balance 
kept by  the collecting office. I f  such a

letter be not accepted by the addressee, 
then the letter is returned to the sender, 
who is legally liable for the amount due to 
the Post Office.”

It will thus be seen that Postage Due 
stam ps represent the postage fee originally 
due plus a  charge for the extra trouble of 
collecting the fee, and I contend that they 
are undoubtedly postage stamps.

T heir use is not universal, and this fact 
has been used as a strong argument to their 
disparagement by  those who assert that they 
are not postage stamps. In our own postal 
system, for instance, no special adhesive 
stamps are used for the purpose o f collecting 
Unpaid Postage dues, the amount owing 
being marked on the letter in pen and ink 
or by  means o f a handstamp. It has thus 
been argued that the Postage Due stamps 
are on a level with these “ deficiency” post
marks.

T h e  postmarks and adhesive labels have 
one thing in common, and that is they are 
substantial evidence to the addressee that 
the official delivering the letters is entitled 
to collect the amount marked on them as 
due to the Post Office. But in all other 
respects they are totally different. T he 
handstamp is a  relic o f  olden days before 
postage stamps were invented, though I 
grant that in practice it may be quite as 
effective as an adhesive label. T o  argue, 
however, that because both are used for a 
similar purpose they are identical, is almost 
too absurd to need refutation. One might 
just as well assert, on the same grounds, 
that a  “ paid-postm ark” is a postage stamp 
sim ply because it prepays postage.

T h e  question is not one of postmarks but 
o f adhesive labels, and I venture to express 
the opinion that Postage Due stamps repre
sent postage paid just as much as the labels 
used by the public in prepaying correspond
ence. It thus seems to me that they are 
undoubtedly postage stamps, and as such I 
fail to see on what grounds '.hey can be ex
cluded from the catalogues or ignored by 
collectors.

R eg is tra tio n  S tam p s
Num erically Registration stamps are not a 

very extensive class, and while they.comprise 
a  few interesting old stamps, as those of 
Victoria, Queensland, and New South W ales, 
the majority emanate from such countries as
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Colombia, Liberia, and Salvador, where 
postal ideas are particularly “ enlightened.” 

The chief claims for their inclusion in the 
catalogue lists seem to be that they are 
adhesive labels, express a certain face value, 
and are used in connexion with the postal 
system. A s a matter o f fact, they have not 
the slightest right to be considered as postage 
stamps, for they do not denote postage in 
any shape or form. T hey are merely the 
receipt for the payment of a fee to ensure

the relatively safe delivery o f the letter or 
other packet registered, and also represent 
an undertaking on the part o f  the postal 
authorities to indemnify the owner, within 
prescribed limits, for the loss or damage 
of the package during its transit through the 
post.

If these stamps represented a  postal 
charge as well as an insurance fee they 
would have some claims to be considered 
collectable varieties, but as they represent 
an insurance fee pure and simple I cannot 
see that they have any claims whatever to 
be accorded catalogue rank. A s they are, 
therefore, certainly not postage stamps, they 
can well be ignored by the general collector.

Acknowledgment of Receipt Stam ps
Acknowledgment o f Receipt stamps are 

on a par with the Registration labels, inas
much as they do not represent a fee for 
postage, and are, therefore, decidedly not 
postage stamps.

A .R
C O L O N

C O L O M B I A

purely fiscal— an extra charge that has 
nothing whatever to do with postage.

T hese stamps might with advantage be 
excluded from the catalogues, for, not being 
postage stamps, they can be of no interest 
to any one but specialists.

T o o  Late Stam ps
This, again, is a small class o f labels that

ought to be omitted from the catalogue lists, 
as they are not postage stamps. T hey 
cannot frank a  letter, but are an additional 
charge to ensure its going by a  specified 
mail after the post has been closed for 
ordinary letters.

Special and Express Delivery Stamps
Special and Express D elivery stamps are 

another class that can be ignored by general 
collectors, as they are not postage stamps.

EXPRESS
DELIVERY

(INLAND)
15c.

T h ey  represent a special fee for the privi
lege o f having a package delivered by 
special messenger in advance o f the usual 
delivery. T hey thus have no status as 
postage stamps and ought to be excluded 
from general catalogues.

They represent a  charge on the part of 
the postal authorities for intimating to the 
sender of a postal packet that it has been 
delivered to the addressee. T h ey  do not 
form a very numerous class o f labels, but 
this is no reason to account for their being 
catalogued.

In our country this charge is made by 
means of an ordinary 2^d. stamp, and its 
use in this manner appears to me to be

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  
C O L L E C T IN G .  Bp Major E. B. EVANS  

The young collector is frequently perplexed by 
the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these 
will be found in this book.

as. pd. in Paper Cover, or As. 6d. strongly bound 
in Cloth.
Stan ley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C .
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Forgeries and Reprints
H old: to Detect Them
By REV. RO BERT B. E A R E E
B R IT IS H  G U IA N A — continued 
Issue of 1862. 4 Cents, blacK on blue 
Four Cents. Forged

T y p e  IV. Forged.— Lithographed, on thin, 
dull blue and greenish-blue wove paper, with a 
coarse and regular grain, like that of our old 
ncwsbands. There are no interior lines. The 
top of the G o f  g u i a n a  does not go anywhere 
near the cross-bar. The tail of the R of BRITISH 
goes straight out to the right, and joins the foot- 
stroke to the i ; the s is distinctly taller than the 
letters each side of it. The letters AN of GUIANA 
touch each other at the bottom. The U of FOUR 
is no higher than the O ; the s of c e n t s  is not too 
high; the u of g u i a n a  is not too high ; and the 
l of that word is not like a “  1.”  abc*

T y p e  V. F orged.— Lithographed; paper and 
colour exactly the same as in the forgery of Type
IV. Each of the side-lines is in one unbroken 
piece. If the right-hand one were prolonged 
downwards, it would pass a shade to the right of 
the perpendicular stroke of the T of c e n t s . The 
tail of the R of f o u r  hangs slightly lower than 
the perpendicular stroke, and does not curl up. 
The u of g u i a n a  is not too high; and the I 
does not in the least look like a “ 1. ”  The 
border, in this forgery, is very poorly imitated, 
and not at all like our illustration, which is a fair 
copy. It is the pattern (already mentioned among 
the bogus 2 cents) of interlacing semicircles with 
alternate balls and hearts.

T y p e  VI, F irst F orgery.— Lithographed, 
on dull blue, also dull green wove paper, with 
graining as before. The ornaments are really 
trefoils, with two balls out of each triplet dotted, 
and the corner-ones (i, io, 18, and 27) made into 
clumsy quatrefoils, just like the illustration of 
this type, which is incorrect. The trefoils are all 
joined together by the curved lines issuing from 
each. The tail o f  the R of f o u r  goes to the 
right, in a straight line. The ornaments are: 
1, quatrefoil; 2 to 9, le f t ; 10, quatrefoil; 11 to 
I7» down; 18, quatrefoil; 19 to 26, right; 27, 
quatrefoil; 28 to 34, up.

T y p e  VI. Second Forgery.— Lithographed, 
on dull, grey-blue wove paper, grained as before. 
The trefoils are the same shape as in the first 
forgery, but larger, and without dots in them. 
They are separate from each other in this counter
feit. An easy test is that the stamps have the 
four interior lines, which are absent in this type of 
the genuine, and the corner ornaments (1, 10, 18, 
and 27) resemble some of the old-fashioned 
circular brooches, which had a central circular 
stone, surrounded by eight smaller ones. The 
tail of the R of Br i t i s h  does not curl up. The 
ornaments are : 1, brooch or rosette; 2 to 9, le ft; 
IO, brooch; 11 to 17, down; 18, brooch5 19 to 
26, right; 27, brooch; 28 to 34, up. This

description really covers two different forgeries, 
but will suffice to detect either of them.

T y p e  VI. Third F orgery .— Typographed, 
on deep blue wove paper, grained as before. 
This also has the interior lines, which the genuine 
has not. The ornaments are separate, as in the 
genuine, but they are trefoils, as in the other 
forgeries, and have no dots. The corner-orna
ments are brooches or rosettes, as in the second 
forgery, but not so large, and without the little 
rays or points which proceed from the brooch in 
that counterfeit. A further description is un
necessary. The plan of the ornaments is the 
same as in the second forgery.

4 Cents
Bogus.— (i.e., no genuine 4 c. of these types.)
T y p e  I.— (1) Lithographed, on pale greyish- 

blue, also on greenish wove paper, grained as 
before. This is merely the first forgery of the 
1 cent, with altered value, and on different paper.

T y p e  II.— (1) Type-set, on deep blue wove 
paper, grained as before. This is the second 
forgery of Type II. of the 1 cent, with altered 
value.

T y p e  II.— (2) Type-set, on deep blue wove 
paper, similar to last. This is like the second 
forgery of Type II. of the 2 cents, with the 
necessary alteration of value.

T y p e  II.— (3) Lithographed, on pale grey- 
blue wove paper. This is the third forgery of 
Type II. of the 1 cent, with altered value.

T y p e  III.— Lithographed, on pale grey.blue 
wove paper. This is the forgery of Type III. of 
the 1 cent, with value altered.

PO STM ARK S 
G enuine.— As before.
T y p e  IV. Forged.— Uncancelled. Also a

pen-and-ink flourish.
T y p e  V. F orged.— 22. Also a large 4, like 

a surcharge.
T y p e  VI. F irst Forgery. — Uncancelled. 

Also pen-stroke. Also 98.
T y p e  VI. Second Forgery.— Uncancelled.

Also 98.
T y p e  VI. Third Forgery.— 54.
The bogus stamps show any or all of the above 

cancellations. The countersign on the stamps is
usually as before ; it is either written in

white ink, or in some ink that has discharged the 
colour of the paper. I do not think any of the 
4 c. forgeries are likely to be at all dangerous, if 
the reader will bear the types in mind.

(7> b* continued.)
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Heu) Issues
By FRANK PH ILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillip*, 
391 Strand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
Information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from the colonics in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address.

Afghanistan.— We learn from a dispatch 
written by The 'lim es  correspondent at Kabul 
that the Amir has definitely decided to institute 
a properly constituted postal system, based on 
European lines. Even pillar-boxes are to be 
erected in the principal streets of certain towns.

Dcr Philatelist (15.8.07) chronicles two more 
values of the new type noted in our issue of 
10 August, both values being imperforate.

New  type. Im perf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
t abas!, bright blue . . .  — —
2 ,, deep —

Angola.— Mr. Paul Kohl informs us that he 
has a copy of the 300 r., second issue, perforated 
I3$i in a pale bistre colour instead of in brown. 
The stamp is stated to be in the same colour as 
the 20 reis of the same issue, but it is doubtful if 
the stamp in question is a real error of colour or 
merely a shade.

M edium  paper. Per/. \3$.
Unused. Used, 

j.  d, s. d.
300 reis, pale bistre . . .  — —

Argentine.— Der Philatelist (15.8.07) chron
icles several values of the 1899-1900 issue, im
perforate vertically or horizontally. These are 
owing to a strike of compositors during the latter 
part of 1906. “  La Compafia Sud-Americana de
Billetes de Banco ” at that time held the contract 
for the stamps, and owing to the difficulty of 
carrying on business during the strike, the check
ing of the completed sheets was not strictly 
performed. Some sheets got out imperforate 
vertically and some horizontally, hence the under
mentioned varieties.

Wink. Sun. («) Imperf, horizontally.
Unused. Used. 

s. H. s. d.
| c., b r o w n ............................... —  —
2 c., i n d ig o ............................... —  —
5 c., carmine . . . . .  —  —

(/>) Imperf. vertically.
2 c., i n d i g o ............................... —  —
5 c., carmine............................... —  —
6 c., b l a c k ............................... —  —

Austria.— Der P h ila te list (15.8.07) informs us 
of the issue of the 1 h., purple, without shiny 
bars of varnish, which we have not seen before, 
although it appears in the Catalogue under No. 
358-

B a r  bados.— We learn from MekeePs Weekly 
(10.8.07) that copies of the recently issued King
ston Relief Fund stamps have been seen with a 
double surcharge; this variety is said to exist on 
both the normal and inverted types. Reference 
has already been made to these in the Monthly 

Journal for March of this year.

Bolivar.— The changes of colours referred to 
last week are as follows:—

Changes o f colour.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
50 c., violet on reddish . . — —
50 c. „  bluish . . .  — —
50 c. „  pale blue . —  —
50 c. ,, yellow . . .  — —
50 c. ,, pale brown . — —
50 c., deep green on pale green — —
50 c. „  brown . — —
50 c. ., rose . . — —
50 c. ,, yellow . . — —
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Changes o f  colour. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

i p., green on white . . .  — —
s p. ,, salmon . . .  — —
i p. ,, dull lilac . — —
i p., orange on yellow . . — —
i p. ,, dull lilac . . —  —
5 p., carmine on salmon . . —  —
5 p. ,, pale brown . — —
5 p. ,, deep rose . . —  —
5 p. dull lilac . . — —

xo p., blue on salmon . . .  — —
jo p. ,, pale brown . . — —
xop. ,, yellow . . .  — —
10 p. < ,, rose . . .  — —
xo p., violet on white . . .  — —
xo p. ,, pale blue . . — —
10 p. ,, yellow . . .  — —
10 p. ,, rose . . .  — —

Registration Stamps. Change o f colour.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

aoc., orange on pale grey . . —  —
roe. ,, ,, blue . . —  —
ao c, ,, yellow . . —  —
20 c . ___,, pale brown . —  —

Too Late Stamps. Change o f colour. 
»o c., deep violet on rose . —
aoc. ,, ,, pale brown . —
aoc. ,, „ white . • —
ao c. „  „ pale blue • —

Acknowledgment o f Receipt Stamps. 
ioc.| yellow on pale blue . . —  —
ao c., blue on rose . . . —  —
so c. „  pale blue . . —  —
ao c. ,, ,, browft . . —  —

r  British Central Africa.— L t Timbre-Poste 
(8.07) informs us that the is. has been issued on 
multiple watermark, chalk-surfaced paper. This 
makes the third stamp of the multiple set, the 
other two being the id. and 6d., but we have not 
as yet actually seen any of them.

K ing. Wmk. M utt. C r. C A. Chalky paper. 
iv ,  black and blue . . .  —  —

British Guiana.— We have received another 
value on the chalk-surfaced paper, viz. the 48 c. 
The set on chalky paper is now complete, unless 
an S c. be issued. The latter is not unlikely, as 
a 72 c. was issued to take the place of the 72 c. 
of the 1889-90 issue, and the 8 c. of the same 
set had its colours changed. Up to the present, 
however, this 8 c. has not appeared on multiple 
watermarked paper.

IVwk. M ultiple Crotvn C A. Chalky paper.
Pcrf. 14. Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
48 c., black and brown-lilac . — —

B ulgaria.— We are informed by the P h ila tel- 
isten -Z citH u g  (8.07) that three stamps were issued 
between the 2nd and 15th of August to com
memorate the twentieth anniversary of the Prince's 
accession to the throne.

Prince Ferdinand assumed the government on 
14 August, 1887, in succession to Prince Alexander, 
who abdicated 7 September, 1886.

The stamps issued were a 5 stot., 10 stot., and 
25 stot., and they were available for postage in 
Bulgaria only between 15 and 20 August.

The design of the three stamps is, we believe, 
the same, and consists of two medallion portraits 
of the Prince, one taken in 1887, and the other
in 1907* Jubilee Issue. P crf. if).

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

5 stot., green . . . .  — —
10 ,, carmine . . . .  — —
25  ,, blue . . . . * . “  —

Canada.— l x  Journal des PhilaUlistcs (7.07) 
states that the three Unpaid Letter stamps, 
viz. 1 c., 2 c., and 5 c., have already been sup
pressed, and that the remaining stock has been 
burnt As these stamps only appeared about 
a year ago, it is possible that they may be worth 
keeping for the future.

Caroline Islands.— Apropos of our paragraph 
in last week’s issue referring to a typhoon pro
visional used in Foochow, Mr. Philip Kosack, 
of Berlin, writes us that we really ought to include

a similar provisional which was used at Ponape, 
in the Caroline Islands, on I July, J905. It 
appears that a terrible typhoon raged at Ponape 
and destroyed a portion of the post office, the 
greater part of the stock of stampsJjeing lost.
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Of the 5 pf. stamps none were left, so that lopf. 
stamps were bisected vertically to serve as 5 pf., 
and obliterated with a special official handstamp 
in black.

This is, of course, an extremely interesting 
vaitety, but we hardly think it is worthy of cata
logue rank.

Crete.— With reference to the paragraph in 
our issue of 3 August, our German contemporary 
was evidently misinformed as regards the two 
new values. We are officially informed by the 
Government of Crete that the two new stamps 
are to be issued on 28 August, namely, a 25 lepta 
and a 1 drachma. The design of the 25 lepta 
stamp consists of a portrait of the Grecian High 
Commissioner, AlexanderThr. A. Zatmis, formerly 
Prime Minister of Greece; the size of the stamp 
is 36 x 20 mm.

The I drachma stamp is commemorative of the 
arrival at Sude (Crete) of H .R.H . Prince George 
of Greece on 21 December, 1898. Prince George 
is seen in the character of High Commissioner of 
the four Powers under whose joint protection 
Crete is placed. On the left-hand side of the 
stamp are shown the Admirals representing the 
four Powers, namely, Pottier (France), Bettolo 
(Italy), Scrydloff (Russia), and Noel (England). 
Only one hundred thousand copies of this stamp 
are to be printed, the size being 43 x 26 mm., and 
the colour black and green.

We also learn that a 10 lepta postage stamp, 
and also 10 and 30 lepta Official stamps, will be 
issued before very long.

France.— Besides the change of shade of the 
25 c. in the latest “ Sower type,” which was 
noted in our issue of 20 July, we now learn that

Wmk. Lozenges, Type 36. Surcharged in  black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
2 pes. 50 c. on 2 m., blue. . — —

Iceland.— We do not appear to have men
tioned that the new stamps now in use in this 
country are printed in sheets of one hundred 
stamps each, which very much resemble the sheets 
of the current Danish issue. On each of the four 
margins of the sheet appears the watermark k g l . 
po st— f r m k  and also a large Crown in’ each 
of the four corners. The perforation gauges 
almost exactly 13 x 12J, but the pins have been 
set slightly irregularly in some parts of the sheet.

The Nordisk Filatelistisk Tidskrift (22.7.07) 
chronicles another value of the new double-headed 
Official set.

O ff ic ia lP e r / .  13. 

6 aur., black and dark grey. .

Unus d. Used. 
s. d . s. d.

the 5 c. and 30 c. have undergone similar changes. 
The 5 c. has become a moss-green instead of a 
decidedly dark green, and the 30 c. seems to have 
rather more vermilion in it than formerly.

German M orocco.— Another value has just 
been issued on the Lozenge watermark paper, 
namely, the 2 pes. 50 c. on 2 m. Although 
the complete set is chronicled in the Catalogue, we 
believe that only the following six values have 
actually been issued: 3c., 5 c., 10 c , 15 c., 2 pes. 
50 c., 6 pes. 25 c.

Indo-China.— We give herewith illustrations 
of the five stamps chronicled in our last issue.
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Japanese P .O .’s  in China.— We learn from 
the Illustriertes Briefmarkcn Journal (3.8.07) 
that several values of the issue of 1900-2 have 
changed in shade. It is difficult to call these 
shades by any particular name, but they are easily 
distinguishable from those of the first printing.

m  £
As  1900-2 issue, but changes 0/shade.

U n u s e d .  U s e d .  

s. d. s. d.

1 s., deep red'-brown
2 S., green .
5 s., orange*yellow

j o  S., d a r k  blue 
15 s., violet .

N ew  South W ales.— We have just received 
three values on Victoria paper from Messrs. Fred. 
Hagen, Ltd., who inform us that they were all 
issued about 12 July. Of the id. we have a sheet 
of 120 stamps, the arrangement and marginal 
inscriptions being the same as before, and bearing 
the number 357311. Our sheet does not show 
the peculiar watermarking noted in the case of 
the 2d. last week, and although the Watermark is 
too widely spaced, every stamp bears a recognizable 
portion of tne Crown and double-lined A. Other 
sheets may possibly show the varieties noted in 
the 2d., for the reasons stated in our last issue. 
We would also add that the watermark is the 
right way up on the id., but is inverted on the 
6d. and is.

Jubilee type. W’tnk. Crown and double-lined A .
P C * /. I 2 X l l J .

U n u s e d .  U s e d .  

s. d. s. d.
i d . ,  c a r m i n e .........................................................—  —

6d . ,  o r a n g e ......................................................... —  —
i s . ,  p u r p l e .........................................................—  —

N ew  Zealand.'— The id. Postage Due has 
made its appearance perforated 14, still on the 
N Z and Star paper. The only other value of 
the Postage Due stamps in this perforation is 
the 2d.

Postage Due. IVmk. N Z and Star. P er/  14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id., red and green . . .  — —•

N icaragua.— Yet another new variety of this 
too prolific country has been chronicled by 
MekeePs Weekly (108.07). The current 10 c. 
printed by the American Bank Note Co. has 
received the overprints “ /?— Dpto Ztlaya”  to* 
gether with c a b o  twice. This curious combina
tion might cause some surprise if it did not 
emanate from Nicaragua.

Type 36 overprinted" B — Dpto Z  clay a " and  
C A B O  twice.

U n u s e d .  U s e d .  

s. d. s. d.
1 0  c . ,  b r o w n .................................................—  —

Russia.— We think some confusion must have 
been caused by our paragraph relating to this 
country in last week’s issue. The first paragraph 
following the illustration, referring to the lined 
background, should have been omitted, but our 
correction reached the printers too late to have 
same made in the whole edition.
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Philatelic Societies
L iv e rp o o l P h i la t e lic  S o c ie ty

P rooiden t:  J. H. M. S a v a g e .
Hoi1. Secretary :  A. $ . At lender, 71 Canning S f r u l ,  UeerpeeU 
Hooting*: Hotol St. George, Lime Streot, Liverpool.

The meetings during the 1906-7 session were 
so largely attended (the average being over thirty) 
that better accommodation was found necessary, 
and the Committee have therefore, at considerable 
cost, secured for the Society’s meetings the large 
coffee room on the first floor of the Hotel St. 
George, Lime Street, Liverpool. This spacious 
apartment, which will comfortably accommodate 
at least sixty persons, should add largely to the 
attractiveness of the meetings, as the exhibits 
shown at each meeting can now be arranged to 
great advantage, and the overcrowding, which 
so often occurred last year, be avoided.

The Society's Prize Competitions.
The prize competitions, which were such a 

marked success last winter, will again be held. 
During the session 1907-$ the Committee will 
offer the following awards:—

General Prize, Class I (value ,£1).— For the 
best exhibits during the session of the countries 
on the programme. Open to Members whose 
collections number over 5000 stamps, and to 
previous winners in Class II.

General Prize, Class II (value 10s.).— For the 
best exhibits during the session of the countries 
on the programme. Open only to Members 
whose collections number 5000 stamps or under. 
Previous winners in Class II are debarred from 
again com]>eting in this class.

Special Prize (value 10s.).— For the best exhibit 
of any one country on the programme. Open to 
all Members.

The prizes are to be taken in stamps from the 
Society’s monthly packet, or in stamps or philatelic 
accessories from any stamp dealer who is a 
Member of the Society.

The programme for the ensuing session is an 
interesting one. The syllabus is as follows:—  
1907.

Sept-23. Paper on “ Crete,” by W. Macdonald 
Mackay. Display of Crete and 
Gibraltar.

Oct. 7. Notes on “ English used Abroad,”  by 
J. J. Bernstein. Display of English 
used Abroad and Norway.

Oct. 21. Public Evening. Lecture by A . S.
1 Allender on “ Secret Marks of the

Stamps of Europe.”  (Illustrated 
with lantern slides.) General Dis- 
play.

Nov. 4. Sale. Display of Victoria.
Nov. 18. Paper on “ Porto Rico,”  by J. Gordon.

Display of Porto Rico and Niger 
Coast.

Dec. 2, Paper on “ British East Africa,” by 
w . Woodthurpe. Display of British 
East Africa and Bolivia.

Dec. 16. Notes on “ College Stamps,”  by Dr.
Ackerley. Display of St. Helena 
and Hungary.

1908. 
Jan. 6.

Jan. 20.

Feb. 3.

Feb. 17. 
Mar. 2.

Mar. 16. 
Mar. 30.

Apl. 13. 
Apl. 27.

Paper on “  Sicily,”  by A. Phelps. Dis
play of Sicily and llong Kong. 

Paper on “ British Guiana,”  by W. 
Kockliff. Display of Britis 1 Guiana 
and Baden.

Paper on “  U.S.A. 1847-69,”  by W. 
E. Whitnall. Display of U.S.A. 
issues prior to 1870 and Natal. 

Annual Dinner.
Paper on “ Egypt,”  by II. Eaton.

Display of Egypt and Transvaal. 
Sale. Display of Italy.
Public Evening. Lecture by the 

Pre-ident on “ The Twelve Rarest 
Stamps.”  Display for Special Prize. 

Annual Meeting.
Paper on “  The Collecting of Cut 

Squares,”  by the Rev. Clark Hud
son, m.a. Display of Gems of our 
Collections (20 stamps).

P r a h r a n  P h i la t e lic  S o c ie ty ,
A u s t r a l ia
P rotidont: C. E. Lovott.
See rotary :  G. W. Minty, Corner Aooyong and Wattlotroo 

Hoads, Armadale.
Meetings Prahran Coffee Palace, Chapel Street.

The monthly meeting of the Prahran Philatelic 
Society was held at its rooms at the Coffee 
Palace, Prahran, on Friday, 19 July, 1907. The 
meeting was exceptionally well attended, and 
presided over by the newly elected President, 
Mr. C. E. Lovett.

Members present— Messrs. H. W. Johnston, 
C. E. Lovett, sen., C. Lovett, jun., H. Best, 
F. Ricardo, A. Flavell, H. G, McDonald, J. 
Lawson, E. Stevenson, J. J. Smith, A. Thewlis, 
and G. W. Minty.

The balance sheet for 1906-7, which shows a 
highly satisfactory result, was received on the 
motion of Messrs. Maynard and Ricardo, and 
Messrs. A. Thewlis and \V. Maynard were ap
pointed to audit same. The ballot for order of 
precedence in exchange book No. 25 was con
ducted by Messrs. A. Flavell, J. Smith, and 
H. G. McDonald.

A very enjoyable evening was spent in examin
ing the elaborate collections of Messrs. Lovett 
and Best. A  hearty vote of thanks was tendered 
to the exhibitors, who responded in suitable 
terms.

THE BEST STAMP HINGES
W e have prepared a new stamp hinge, of con

venient size, put up in air-tight tin boxes, each 
containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Post-free, 7d. per box.

Stanley Gibbon*, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
Edward J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, 
Tunbridge Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
d o  time for direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.— Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which In future 
will be as follows : is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion :— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. 
Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W. Watermark,

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V  of Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d., 
post-free.

Bound V o lu m e s .— Vol. I. January to June, 1905, 
including the rare early numbers. 400 pages, 
10s. 9d., post-free. Vol. IV. June to December,
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1907. 428 pages, 4s. 9d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
Edited by EDW ARD J. N A N K IV E L L
A  popular W eekly S tam p Jo u rn a l for the  

general co llector, and m ore especially for  
beginners and young collectors.

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.
The Countries of the World.

By Ed. J. Nankivell.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Gossip of the Hour. By Cornelius Wrinkle. 
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
The Stamp Market. By an Odd Lot. A chat 

on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence* 
Answers to Correspondents.
Philatelic Diary of Coming Events.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12 months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spam.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 .. 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m* 3*2S

*( 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G. S. W. from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The Dlontbly 3©uimal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS
T ub Monthly Journal is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

1 st.—A  series of entirely Original Articles by 
the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

S U B S C R IP T IO N : 2/- p er A nnum .
A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 

with the first number of a volume. Collectors who 
subscribe now will receive the back nuinbers of the 
current volume.

Printed by W. B r b m d o n  &  S o n , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
7 September, 1907.
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Go$$ip of the Morn*
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
The Sudan Bargain

I H A V E  heard not a few sneering remarks 
about “  Bargains,” but I guess those 
who have snapped up the 1 piastres 

of Sudan offered last week will have no 
cause to regret that bargain, anyway. Last 
year it was left unpriced in the Catalogue, 
and was selling at 2s., and I venture to think 
before another two years it will not be obtain
able at twice two shillings, and certainly not 
in strips with all the types.

If you can get Sudan, first issue, at the 
last Gibbons quotation, which was in 1905, 
get them and as many blocks as you can 
secure.

Barring unexpected hoards, the piastre 
values of this first issue o f  Sudan will be 
found conspicuous by  their absence. T h e 
only dealer who has had any stock is now 
selling his final lot in complete sets only.

Wait till the new issue com es out, and 
then note the long faces that will be pulled 
as the result o f  inquiries for the early stamps.

Meanwhile beware o f forgeries, for they 
are about.

The Annual Philatelic Congress 
It ’S coming, despite the head-shaking o f cer
tain eminents. Opinion is forming strongly 
in its direction. T he last recruit is M ajor 
Evans. H e says in the M onthly Journal:—

What seems to be wanted is a Central Association, to 
which all existing Societies in the British Isles might be 
affiliated. Such an Association could arrange an Annual 
Convention of Philatelists, to be held each year in some 
different part of the country, and we do not doubt that 
these meetings would be well attended and would afford 
very great pleasure to collectors. In course of time, the 
Association might undertake the more serious business of 
co-ordinating to some extent tbe efforts of the various 
affiliated Societies, and directing the energies of their 
members, either towards the canying out of some great 
work, in which the assistance of large numbers was re» 
qui'ed, or to the study of different subjects by the different 
Societies, so as to ensure the covering of as much ground 
as possible and to prevent overlapping. We are led to 
offer these suggestions by the success which seems to 
have been tbe fortune of similarly comprehensive organic 
rations elsewhere.

N ew  South W a le s
It  seems to be the turn of New South W ales 
to be playing pranks with varieties. Once 
more we have an exemplification o f the old 
saying that people who live in glass houses 
should not throw stones, for no sooner had 
our New South W ales friends begun to pitch 
into New Zealand for its manifold postal sins, 
than we are threatened with a wholesale 
flood of varieties from New South W ales 
itself, in the matters o f watermark and per
foration.

Paper runs short, and a supply o f sheets, 
differently watermarked, is borrowed from 
M elbourne; then the perforation machine 
has to be repaired. W hile it is being re
paired another perforating machine is used 
o f  a different gauge ; and then when the 
regular machine is returned repaired it turns 
out to be o f a  different gauge.

Verily, verily, these Australian friends will 
be the death o f us before they arrive at that 
promised uniform series of which we have 
all heard so much.

A nd now, to crown all our philatelic 
troubles, the air seems to be full o f quarrels 
between the States and talks o f secession.

South American History 
I f  we do not get our South American his
tory pat enough before long it will not be the 
fault o f the postal authorities in those parts, 
for they are most industriously decorating 
their postage stamps with the portraits o f 
their local celebrities, past and present, and 
very considerately printing the name of the 
hero depicted under the portrait in each case.

I have never looked up so much South 
American history before.

T he latest portrait series comes from 
Ecuador, a very fine set o f eight stamps, each 
one bearing a different portrait. Some of 
the faces are familiar, others are new.
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Queensland
AT last Queensland is coming to the front. 
It has been a more or less neglected country 
for a very long time, but I have always felt 
that its day would come some day, for such 
crude productions as the stamps of this 
colony are certain, sooner or later, to yield 
manifold and unsuspected varieties when 
placed under the specialist’s microscope. If 
you want to know something.about the yield, 
get the current issue o f the M onthly Journa l 
and you will find in its four pages o f  m atter 
and four fine full-page plates enough to 
occupy your attention for many a  long even
ing during the com ing winter.

I have been hoarding Uft all the unused 
Queenslands that have com e my way for 
years in anticipation that some more in
dustrious philatelist would worry out the 
varieties for me.

Altogether, o f  all values, 1 must have close 
on a  thousand, so that if you don’t hear 
anything more o f  yours truly after this letter 
you will understand I am down amongst the 
Queenslands.

T h e  Breitfuss Collection
I wish C. J. P. would cease tantalizing us 
with his enumeration o f all the fine things he 
is discovering in the Breitfuss Collection. I 
could have ruined m yself over the few vol
umes I saw, and to have all the gem s in the 
other volumes trotted out week after week is 
a bit cruel to some of us.

T h e British India Volume 
A t  last the promised magnum opus on the 
Stamps o f  India has been published by 
Stanley Gibbons, but at 40s. ! Sakes alive ! 
I f  stamps and the necessary philatelic works 
keep on mounting up in price in this fashion, 
we shall have to do something desperate.

Now why on earth could not this expen
sive work have been doled out to us gently in 
shilling parts ? M any of us would then have 
done without our baccy or something else for 
a  while, and subscribed, and a  dozen would 
have been sold where one will be sold now. 
But 40s. down on the nail is a serious matter.

E x it British Central Africa
H e r e ’s a surprise for us stamp collectors : 
“  British Central Africa Protectorate ” is in 
future to be known as “  T he N yassaland 
Protectorate.” So says an official decree 
published in the official London Gazelle of 
6 September, 1907.

And in time all these African Protectorates 
will be duly changed from Protectorates into 
Crown Colonies, and then into self-govern
ing colonies, and they may even in that pro
cess be gathered up into different groupings.

Oh, ye speculators, now is your tim e! M ay 
you bum  your fingers badly is the fervent 
prayer o f your devoted friend, Cornelius 
W rinkle.

Nyassaland Protectorate
AND now comes the question : W hat is to 
become of the British Central African 
stamps ? W ill they be used up as they are, 
or will they be overprinted “  Nyassaland Pro
tectorate ” ? I should imagine that if there be 
any considerable supply in stock, they will 
be surcharged. If surcharging takes place, 
I fancy dealers and speculators will have to 
reckon with our old friend Gosling. He’s a 
pretty old bird at the stamp gam e now.

British Central Africa. C  A  Issues 
In the matter o f  C A  changes, British 
Central Africa has been singularly back
ward. 1 believe I am right in saying that 
we have not yet had any value printed on 
multiple C A  paper. Possibly the authori
ties have been purposely sparing in postal 
changes in view of the impending alteration 
in the name of the colony, for I see the Order 
in Council bears date so far back as July 
last.

But what if there should be a  supply on 
hand awaiting issue ? what if  a  few multiples 
got out ? and what if  all the rest were over
printed with the new name ? T he possibili
ties o f conjuring up chances for a  mad 
speculation are galore, and I guess some 
dear souls will be working themselves up 
into fever heat in the course o f the next few 
weeks, but I hope they won’t forget the 
Gosling.

E X A M I N A T I O N  O F  S T A M P S

Owing to the great number of forgeries being 
offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great 
portion of our time is taken up with the expert 
examination of surcharges, cancellations, perfora
tions, added margins and corners, and the scores 
of other tricks that are resorted to by the faking 
fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts, 
whose time is valuable, we have found it necessary 
to increase our charges, which in future will be as 
follows:—
One Shilling per Stamp, 
postage and registration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge is 
necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information. The 
following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :—

B = Bogus, i.e. never existed; F = Forged; 
G= Genuine; GF = Stamp Genuine, surcharge 
Forged; R = Reprint; W  = Watermark.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Pontraits on Stamps
By BOSWELL JUNIOR
U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a — continued 

Zachary Taylor, twelfth President of the 
United States, was bom  in Orange County, 

Virginia, on 24 September, 
1784. His father, Colonel 
Richard Taylor, was an of
ficer in the W ar of the 
Revolution. Zachary was 
brought up on a farm in a 
new settlem ent; therefore 
few scholastic opportunities 
were open to him. Many 
of Colonel T aylor’s fellow- 

soldiers had settled on the lands granted by 
Virginia to her soldiers after the peace of 
1783. These forgathered at the house of 
Colonel Taylor, and their reminiscences, 
coupled with his father’s example, inspired 
Zachary with the desire for a soldier’s life. 
He accordingly applied for a commission in 
1808, and was promoted to captain’s rank in 
1810. In the latter year he married Miss Mar
garet Smith, of Calvert County, Maryland.

Frontier troubles with the Indians grew 
rife, and on the declaration of war with E n g
land in 1812, fears of an Indian invasion 
became widespread. Captain T aylor was 
ordered to defend Fort Harrison. The 
Indian attack was routed. For this service 
he received the brevet o f major. On the 
reduction of the army to a peace footing in 
1815, Harrison, after having so long carried 
out the duties of a  battalion commander suc
cessfully, resented being reduced to captain's 
rank, and retired from the service. H e took 
up farming, but was soon restored to his 
rank as major. In 1832 he became colonel 
of the 1st Infantry, and took part in the 
second Black Hawk campaign. In the 
battle of the Bad Axe the Indians were de
feated and dispersed, and the campaign 
ended with Black H awk’s surrender to 
Colonel Taylor. In 1836 he was ordered to 
Florida for service in the Seminole war, and 
next year he defeated the Indians in the 
decisive battle o f Okechobec, for which he 
received the brevet of brigadier-general. 
Two years later Taylor was appointed to the 
chief command in Florida, and in 1840 the 
command of the Southern Division of the 
Western Department of the Arm y was 
assigned to him. General Taylor now made 
his family home at Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

On the annexation of Texas to the United 
States in 1845, M exico threatened to invade 
Texas with the purpose o f recovering the 
territory. General Taylor was ordered to 
defend it as part of the United States.

After defeating Arista, the Mexican com
mander, General T aylor advanced with a 
force o f 6000 men against Monterey, a forti
fied town garrisoned by 10,000 men under 
General Ampudia. After three days’ hard 
fighting, M onterey fell. In July, 1847, Santa 
Anna, the President o f Mexico, marched 
against Taylor with 20,000 men. Taylor’s 
force was 5400 o f all arms. The battle was 
indecisive, and next morning the Mexicans 
retired. In the meantime another army, 
under General Scott, had invaded Mexico. 
This army had the city o f M exico as its 
objective, and marched from Vera Cruz, a 
strongly fortified place, which had surren
dered after a four days’ bombardment.

On 14 September, 1847, the American 
army fought its way into the capital, and 
resistance was at an end.

General T aylor had no political aspira
tions before his nomination to the Presi
dency. He had lived a soldier all his life, 
and looked forward to end his days as a 
farmer. T he Fates, however, had willed it 
otherwise. T h e office which he did not seek 
fell to him. H e succeeded Polk as Presi
dent in 1849. Purity o f motive, intense 
patriotism, and a  wise discretion were the 
chief characteristics of his all too short term 
of office. W ith him the bestowal o f  an office 
was a  trust held for the people. T o  be a 
relative o f his was an obstacle to appoint
ment. It is related that General Scott one 
day remarked to his wife that General 
T aylor was an upright man, to which she 
replied, “  He is not.” Scott insisted that his 
long acquaintance should enable him to 
judge better than she, but it was all to no 
purpose. “ T hen  what manner o f man is 
h e ? ” he asked, and she replied, “ He is a 
downright man.”

General T aylo r died in the Executive 
Mansion, W ashington, on 9 July, 1850.

David G lasgow  Farragut, naval officer, was 
born at Cam pbell’s Station, near Knox

ville, Tennessee, on 5 July, 
1801. His father, George 
Farragut, was born in M in
orca, where the family estates 
were, and emigrated to the 
United States in 1776. He 
took part in the W ar of 
Revolution, was the corn- 

pan on and friend of General Jackson during 
his Indian cam paigns o f 1813-14, and also 
served as a sailing-master.
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David was early initiated into the dangers 
and hardships o f frontier life. A t the age of 
eight he crossed Lake Pontchartrain with his 
father during a gale. Commander Porter, 
on his appointment to the New Orleans 
naval station, becam e a warm friend of 
George Farragut, D avid’s father. This led 
to Porter’s proposition to adopt one of his 
sons. D avid was chosen. He accom 
panied Porter to W ashington, and was sent 
to school with a promise o f a midshipman’s 
warrant as soon as he should complete his 
tenth year. In July, 1811, he joined the cruis
ing frigate E ssex , under Captain Porter.

W ar with England was declared in June, 
1812. T he E ssex  was quickly made ready 
for sea, and soon captured several prizes. 
An attempt to join the W est Indian Squadron 
failed, and the Essex, doubling Cape Horn, 
made a memorable cruise in the Pacific. 
Farragut, at this time twelve years old, was 
made prize-master of one of the captured 
vessels, with orders to take her to V alpa
raiso, the captain to navigate her. D avid 
confessed that he was a little afraid o f the 
violent-teinpered old fe llo w ; and well he 
might be, for at his fust order the captain 
flew into a rage, and went below for his 
pistols.

Farragut thereupon assumed complete 
command, called down to the captain that, 
if  he came on deck with his pistols, he 
would be thrown overboard, and thenceforth 
was master o f the ship. In 1814, Farragut 
had his baptism of fire in the battle between 
the E ssex  and the Phasbe and Cherub in the 
harbour o f Valparaiso. T h e engagem ent 
proved to be one o f the bloodiest ever 
fought on the sea.

In 1815, after a short interval at school, 
Farragut sailed for the Mediterranean in the 
Independence, as aide to Captain W illiam  M. 
Crane. Another visit to the Mediterranean 
followed in 1816, and this time many 
ports were visited. Farragut spent nine 
months at Tunis studying French, Italian, 
English literature, and mathematics with the 
United States Consul.

In 1820 Farragut passed his examination 
as lieutenant, and went to Norfolk, Virginia, 
where he fell in love with Miss Susan C. 
M archant, whom he married three years 
later. In 1822 he was ordered to sea in the 
sloop-of-warJohn Adams, whichconveyed the 
newly appointed representatives to M exico 
and Guatemala. Then followed a cruise 
against freebooters in the W est Indies, in 
which Farragut had many exciting adven
tures, including a visit to the caves o f the 
robbers, the driving o f them out, and the 
burning o f everything that would burn.

In 1825 Lieutenant Farragutjoinedthe frig
ate Brandywine, which, in September, carried 
Lafayette home to France, and then made a 
cruise in the Mediterranean. On his return

home, Farragu spent two years at Norfolk, 
devoting much of his time to the care of his 
invalid wife.

In 1828 he sailed for the Brazil station in 
the sloop of-war Vandalia. Next year Far
ragut w itnessed the marriage of the Emperor 
Dom Pedro I, and was presented at Court.

T he years 1833-43 were spent either in 
the Brazilian waters or in executive work at 
W ashington. H s wife died in 1840, and in 
1843 he married Virginia, eldest daughter of 
W illiam  Loyall, a woman of superior char
acter and literary ability, who survived him 
fourteen years.

A t the beginning of the Mexican W ar in 
1846, Farragut applied for command of a 
ship and active service. H e was appointed 
to the sloop-of-war Saratoga, This cruise 
proved a mortifying one, for his main duty 
was to blockade the port of Tuxpan. Chafing 
under the inaction, he wrote to the Navy 
Department asking to be transferred or re
lieved o f his command. H e was ordered 
home with his ship. Tw o years were now' 
spent in the Norfolk N avy Yard, and this 
w'ork was followed by his collab rating in 
the compilation of a book o f ordnance regu
lations for the Navy.

On the outbreak o f the Crimean W ar in 
1854, Farragut asked to be sent there as a 
professional observer. Instead of having 
his request granted, he was sent to establish 
a navy yard on the Pacific coast in the Bay 
of San Francisco.

T h e impending secession o f the South 
and the probability o f civil -war in 1860-1 
found Farragut torn between two opinions. 
H is home was in the South. For his naval 
education, his rank and employment, he had 
been indebted to the National Government. 
W hen Virginia joined the Southern Con
federacy, Farragut took his wife and son 
to live at Hastings-on-the-Hudson. In 
Decem ber, 1861, he was given a flag in the 
G ulf o f  Mexico, with instructions to sail in 
three weeks, proceed up the Mississippi 
River, and take possession o f New Orleans. 
For his services in forcing a  passage up the 
M ississippi, destroying the Confederate 
fleet, and bringing about the surrender of 
New Orleans, Farragut was commissioned 
rear-admiral. In August, 1863, he sailed 
for New York in his flagship the H art

ford. During nineteen months’ service 
it was found that she had been struck 240 
times by shot and shell. A  public welcome 
and receptions were accorded to the gallant 
admiral. In January, 1864, he returned to 
the G ulf and prepared for his long-meditated 
attack on Mobile. Tw o forts, a line of piles, 
and a double line o f torpedoes guarded the 
entrance to the bay. Farragut forced an 
entrance in spite of the fire from .the forts, 
and destroyed the Confederate fleet in the 
bay. T his stopping of the passage of
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blockade-runners closed another main 
avenue of supply to the Confederacy. Later 
in the year Farragut’s health began to fail. 
The Department, accordingly, ordered him 
home. A  purse of fifty thousand dollars 
was presented to him. T he grade of vice- 
admiral was created, 'and Farragut was 
nominated to the office. In 1866 Admiral 
Farragut made a long cruise in European

waters. H e died on 14 August, 1870, at 
Portsmouth, New Haven. H is remains were 
accorded a public funeral. Thus ended the 
life of a great naval hero, one whom the 
chief European capitals were proud to 
honour, one who was, as Oliver W endell 
Holmes happily expressed him—

The Sea-King of the Sovereign West
Who made his mast a throne.

Funtben Dotes on 
The Bneitfuss Collection
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

T H E  following volumes have been priced 
since the last notice, and can now be 
sent on approval to collectors who 

desire to see them ; or the collection as far 
as priced can be inspected during office hours 
at 391 Strand, London.

V O L U M E  L
Bavaria

This is a fine volume with many rarities. 
There are three pages o f essays, many of 
them exceedingly scarce. O f the 1 kr., 
black, 1849, there are fourteen, also two 
double-printed, probably never issued. The 
issues 1849 to 1868 have been collected in all 
obliterations as well as in all shades o f the 
unused. Great rarities are the two unused 
6 kr., pale and dark brown, with the inner 
circle incomplete. In the 9 kr., green, 1 note 
the rarities blue-green and emerald-green, 
unused and fine. In the first perforated issue 
of 1870 there is a  nearly complete set o f the 
special printing for the Vienna Exhibition, 
also a horizontal strip o f three o f  the 3 kr., 
pale red, imperf. and gummed. T h e  1 mk., 
1S79, perf. It I , is represented b y  a  superb, 
perfectly centred stamp, with full gum. In 
the Unpaid Letter stamps there are some 
scarce errors. In the imperf. the 3 kr., black, 
with word “ E m pfan ge” instead o f  “  Emp- 
fanger” in a block o f four unused and a 
single used. T h e  1888 issue includes a  beau
tiful used stamp o f the 3 pfg. with inverted 
surcharge. In the Telegraph stam ps there 
is a fine series o f  essays and a  good lot o f 
the first set unused. T his issue includes a 
scarce 2 mk., bistre, watermark Lozenge.

V O L U M E  L I I
H eligoland

This is quite a  specialist’s country, and 
contains a  number o f entire sheets, stamps 
used on letters and on post cards, and many 
scarce varieties o f postmarks, e.g. “  Geeste- 
muende Zollverein recommandirt,” “ Cux- 
haven,” “ H am burg” in blue, “ Ritzebuttel,” 
etc. etc.

V O L U M E  L V  
Hanover

A  whole volume is devoted to this country, 
and it has been worked out remarkably well. 
There are several pages o f essays and colour- 
trials. In the issued stamps, 1850, there are 
two fine unused “  1 guten groschen,” black 
on grey-blue. In the following issues Mr. 
Breitfuss collected not only the different 
postmarks, but also margins of the sheets 
showing all the different numbers and the 
various dates found once at the bottom of 
every sheet. In Hamburg he collected also 
many stamps postmarked in other German 
States, e.g. Bremen, Hamburg. A n interest
ing thing is a  vertical half o f the tb th. with 
network, used on whole letter for the half
value. In the to  gr., 1861, there are five 
unused, three singles used, and a  very fine 
horizontal pair used.

V O L U M E  L V I
W u rtem b erg

An exceptionally good lot o f these stamps. 
A s usual, there come first a number o f 
essays and some curious colour-trials o f  the 
Governm ent imitations. In the issue o f  1851 
there is a fine 3 kr. on orange and an excel
lent 9 kr. on rose, both unused. T h e  issue of 
1858, without the silk thread, is extremely 
strong ; in the unused there are four o f  the 
3 kr., no fewer than three o f  the very rare 
6 kr., six o f  the 9 kr., and four o f the 18 k r . ; 
some o f these are really magnificent stamps 
in their scarce shades. In the first perf. 
issue o f 1859 on thick paper there are some 
fine unused stamps, e.g. three each o f  the 
6 kr.. green, and 9 kr., carmine. T h e  later 
issues are also very complete, and the collec
tion concludes with a good set of Telegraph 
stamps, unused and used.

V O L U M E  L V I  I
M ecK lr n b u r g -S c h w e rin , M ecklen burg* 

S tre litg . a n d  B rem en
T his is an interesting volume, and contains 

a  very great number o f stamps on original
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letters. Space will allow mention o f only a 
few of the better th in g s; e.g. in Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin 1 note the $ sch. rouletted, unused, 
full gum, and two fine used, one on original 
letter. A  fine thing is in the issue 1865— a 
block o f four, unused, with gum, of the 3 
sch., orange-yellow, printed close together 
with small margins. In the 1867 issue there 
are two pages o f  the 2 sch., including four 
used o f the 2 sch., bluish grey.

Mecklenburg - Strelitz. —  A n interesting 
little set, and includes seventeen genuine 
used stamps. These are much rarer with 
the genuine postmarks than is commonly 
supposed.

Bremen. —  V ery choice ; many are on 
letters ; all shades are included unused and 
used, with many interesting minor varieties, 
and a speciality has been made here o f  the 
scarcer postmarks, e.g. “ Franco,” “ Vege- 
sack Bahnhoff,” “  Hannover Geestemiinde,” 
“  Bremerhaven.” T h e  rarest Bremen stamp 
here is doubtless the 7, black on yellow, 
perf., and used on an entire letter addressed 
tc  Copenhagen.

V O L U M E  L V I I I
H am b u rg  and  L u b ecK

In Hamburg there is a  number o f essays 
and colour-trials from 1859 to 1864, and 
many stamps on letters, scarce postmarks, 
and fine unused stamps in many shades.

In Lubeck there are no fewer than thirty- 
five first type, used, several on letters, the 
rarest among the used stamps being the 
error “ Zwei ein H alb.”

V O L U M E  L X I V
S c h le sw ig  and  B erg ed o rf

Both these countries are extremely fine 
and highly specialized. In Schleswig there 
are six pages o f  the very rare essays, some

of which, I believe, are almost unique. Of 
the issued stamps of 1850 there are three 
each of the blue and red stamps with genuine 
postmarks, two being used together on a 
letter, and coming, I think, from the Ehren- 
bach Collection. Then we have a  number 
o f Danish stamps on letters used in 1859 
to 1863 in the district served by the Schles
wig-Holstein stamps. T he later issues are 
very complete, many stamps being on letters 
and with many rare obliterations. There 
are also several bisected stamps used for 
half their value.

Bergedorf. —  W e have some stamps of 
Denm ark on letters and used in Bergedorf 
with the proper postmarks. T hese are ex
ceedingly scarce and found only in fine col
lections. Then there are some o f the Schles
wig-Holstein l i ,  green, on letters, used in 
Bergedorf. Then we have three pages of rare 
Bergedorf essays and colour-trials. In the 
1861 there are two fine unused stamps— the 
A, black on lilac, and the 3, black on rose, 
—  both from the Ehrenbach Collection. 
T here is a  considerable number o f Bergedorf 
used, several being on letters, and there are 
full sheets o f all values in originals and com
plete sets o f the reprints.

V O L U M E  L I
S o u th  B u lg a r ia  a n d  E aste rn  R o u m elia

A  very good lot o f  genuine overprints on 
these stamps. T hese overprints are found 
forged in nearly all s to ck s; but here we 
have the really genuine varieties, and in this 
connexion I note many unchronicled errors, 
not only double and inverted surcharges, but 
a few stamps with a lion printed first in 
black and then in blue.

( To be continued.)

The nyassaland Protectorate
E x i t  B ritish *  C e n tra l  A f r ic a
'T 'H E  London Gazette of 6 September, 

*■  1907, contained an Order in Council,
dated 6 July, 1907, changing the designation 
of the British Central Africa Protectorate to 
the Nyassaland Protectorate, and appointing 
a Governor in place of a Commissioner, and 
Executive and Legislative Councils. T he 
chief provisions o f  the Order, which is cited 
as “ T he Nyassaland Order in Council, 1907,” 
are as follows :—

From and after the date of the coming into operation of this Order, the territories heretofore known as the British Central Africa Protectorate shall be known as the Nyassaland Protectorate, and wherever in the British Central Africa Order in Council, t$os, or any other Order in Council, ordinances, laws, proclamations, rules, or regulations relating to the said territories, the name British Central Africa occurs, the name Nyassaland shall be read in place thereof.

P r o te c to r a te
In place of the Commissioner appointed under the provisions of "the British Central Africa Order in Council, 1903," there shall be a Governor and Commander-in-Chief (hereinafter called the Governor), in and over the Protectorate, and appointments to the said office shall be made by commission under His Majesty’s Sign Manual and Signet.
There shall be an Executive Council in and for the Protectorate, and the said Council shall consist of such rsont̂ s His Majesty may direct by instructions under is Majesty's Sign Manual and Signet, and all such persons shall hold their places in the said Council during His Majesty's pleasure.
There shall be a Legislative Council in and for the Protectorate, and the said Council shall consist of the Governor and such persons, not being less than two at any time, as His Majesty may direct by any instructions under His Majesty's Sign Manual and Signet, or through one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State; and all such persons shall hold their places in the said Council during His Majesty's pleasure.
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British Central Africa
C atalogu e o f I s s u e s

A S  the British Central A frica Protectorate 
/ A  is to be changed to “  Nyassaland Pro- 

x  tectorate,” the stamps o f  British Cen
tral Africa will, o f course, be superseded by 
a new series for the new Protectorate. W e 
therefore reprint our Catalogue o f  the issues 
of British Central Africa for the convenience 
of our readers.

1 1
April, 1 891 . Stamps o f  British South Africa 

Co. overprinted *» black. Value
in second colour. Perf. 14.

Type 1. Un. Used.No. s. d. t. d.1 id., black .. 0 0 6a ad., sea-green and vermilion . 0 6 0
3 4d., chestnut and black.. 0 6 0 8
4 6d.» ultramarine............. 0 0S 6d„ dpep.blue .. 0 8 2 06 8d., rose-lake and ultramarine. 1 r> a 0
7 is., grey-brown.............. s a 08 as., vermilion.............. a 6
9 as. 6d., purple.............. 3 310 3s., brown and green 3 9 5 0tt 4*•» greyrblack-and vermilion . S 0

19 5s., orange-yellow 6 6 10 0*1 tos., deep green.............. la 6
, Type *.

>4 £ t, deep blue 9° 0«S j£a, rose-red ............... tao 016 £ s, ug.-ymn..................... 130 0
»7 j£io, brown ............... 350 0Tbe 4s. was issued in Feb., 1893, the 3s. in Oct., 189$.The overprint varies on the values of Type s. Sets may be made with thin or thick letters.

FOUR
SHILLINGS

3
1891-93. Nos. li and 1* surcharged as Type 3,

in black.
iB I 3s. on 4s., grey-black&vermilion 60 o 60 o 19] 4s. on 5s., orange-yellow ..10 o 10 o Tbe 4s. was issued in Aug., 189a, the 3s. in Oct., 1893.

B C . A .

ONE PENNY.

4
1896, No. 9 surcharged with Type 4, in black, 
so | id. on ad., sea-green & vermiiioo 40 50

Variety. Surcharge double.
*0*1 id. on ad.,sea-green & vermilion 100 o 100 o

( P r i n t e d  b y  M e s s r s .  D e  L a  R u e  a n d  C o . )  

1895. No wmk. Perf. 14.
The central design is in black on a ll the values.

No Types. Un. Used.
s. d. d.

31 xd., black.................... 2 0
33 ad., green....................4d., brown-buff .. 0 4 0
*3 0 0
*4 6d., ultramarine............. 5 0 s 0
*5 is., carmine ............. 12 6 ia 6

Type 6.
36 as. 6d., mauve 3° 0 30 027 3s., yellow ao 0 0a8 5s., olive .. 35 0 ao 029 jCt, orange 100 0 0
3° £to, vermilion
3X £9$, blue-green ..

Feb., 1896. Same types and p e r f
Wmk. Crown CA, Typew. 6.

3* |̂<L, black.................... 6 0 6
33 ad., greeo.................... 6 a 6
34 4d., orange-brown 0 0
35 6d., ultramarine............. 0 036 is., rose 6 5 0

Wmh. Crown CC, Typew. 5.
37 as. 6d., lilac ............. 0 *5 03s., yellow.................... 0 5 0
39 5s., olive.................... 0 30 040 £1, blue.................... 0 80 0
4 * j£to, vermilion.............
4* £35, green .............

Aug., 1897. Central design in black. Perf. 14. 
Type 7. Wmh. Crown C A, Type w. 6. 
id., ultramarine .. o a osed., yellow . . 0 6 0 54d., carmine . . t o  so
6d., sea-green ..............30 a 6is., lilac..................... a 6 30
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Un. Used.
No. s. d. s. d.

Type 8. Wmk. Crown CC, Type w. 5-
♦ 8 as. 6d., ultramarine .. 6 0 5 0
49 3s., sea-green, f.c  io/- .. 40 0 25 0
So 4s., carmine . . 8 0 8 0
50a ios., olive-green .. 25 0 12 6
5* ;£s, lilac, f.c  <0/6 . . 40 0 15 0
5* £to, yellow, f.c. 6o/- .. — £10

ONE

PENNY
9

No. 49 surcharged with Type 9, in red.
53 | id. on 3s., black and green . . 0 6  1 0

Error. “  PNNEY."
53«| id. on 3s., black and green .. ,£12

INTERNAL

IO
July, 1898. Type 10. Centre in fir s t colour. 

(«) Imperfi. (5) Per/. 12.
54 I id., red and blue (a) £S 4 0
55 I id. „  „  (*) .. — 3 0

Un. Used.
No. s. d. s. d.

Error. Centre inverted.
5S«| id., red and blue ( a )  .. £65

Variety. W ith the initials o f the Postmaster- 
General on the back.

55̂ 1 id., red and blue (a) .. .. — 17 6
Only one sheet was printed containing the error, 

the top row of which only had tbe centre inverted.

1900. Type 7. Central design in first colour.
IVmk. and fierf. as before.

$6 1 td., violet and carmine-rose . . 0 4  0 3
57 4d. „  olive-green t 6
58 | 6d. „  brown . . 1 6  1 6

ss xa

1903-4. Centre tn fir s t colour. Per/. 14. 
Type it. Wmk. Crown CA, Typew.6.

5960
61
62 
6 an

id., grey and carmine .. 
2d., purple and magenta 
4d., grey-green and black 
6d., grey and buff 
is., black and blue

0 3 o 
0 3  o 
0 6  o 
0 8 0
1  4 *

4
6
o

63
64

67

Type ts. Wmk. Crown CC, Type w. 5.
as. 6d., grey-green and green .. 3 6
4$., lilac andtnauve .. 5 0

10s., grey-green and black .. 12 6 
£ 1, grey and carmine .. .. 25 o 15

£zo „  blue .. £12
o

I

The Stamps of llepal
B y  MAJOR E. B. EVANS
REPRINTED FROM THE "MONTHLY JOURNAL" 

I s s u e  o f J a n u a ry , 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 0

A S T A M P  of a new value, H a lf  A n na , 
and of a  new design, was issued at the 

' beginning o f  1899; I was able to 
chronicle it in M arch o f that year. T h e in
formation then given me was to the follow
ing e ffect: “  It is used at present solely on 
letters between the M aharaja’s camp, while 
he is on tour within the state, and the capital 
Khatm andu; but it is possible that a  general 
£ anna rate may be introduced before long, 
and then this value will come into ordinary 
use.” I do not fancy that the suggested re
form was ever introduced, or the a. stamp 
would have become common used, which it 
does not appear to be at present.

From other letters received early in 1899,
I leam  that correspondence between the 
M aharaja’s camp and Khatmandu used to

be carried free, but that a short time previous 
to the issue of this stamp a charge was 
ordered to be made o f a i  anna on each 
packet, irrespective o f weight. Presumably 
this was first levied in Decem ber of 1898, as 
a letter from the postmaster o f Nepal s a y s :—

This stamp was ordered to be used from the 6th Decern* 
ber, 1898, but there was unusual delay in issuing, and cod* 
sequently a provisional stamp was allowed to be issued 
from the camp to pay tbe postage for letters to Nepal, but 
which was not issued from Nepal to camp.

A s far as I can ascertain, this provisional 
stamp was merely an impression struck, in 
black, upon letters transmitted from the camp, 
upon which the postage was paid in cash. 
A  specimen was described to me as “ simply 
a  black seal, three-fifths of an inch square, 
with what appear to be four lines of inscrip
tion, but too much smudged to make out.” 
T his make-shift was stated to have been
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employed for a month only, and it was plainly 
not a “  stamp ” from our point o f view.

The design o f the A a. adhesive is shown 
in the accompanying Illustration. There are 

the two kukhris, with handles 
crossed, in the lower, and a 
bow and arrow in the upper 
part o f the central circle, with 
inscriptions on labels at top 
and bottom ; the one above 
appears to be the word Gorkha, 
as upon the other stamps, and 
the one below means h a lf anna. 

T hese stamps are in sheets 
of sixty-four, eight rows o f  eight, like the 
other values, with a frame line surrounding 
the pane o f  the stamp,* but no marginal 
inscriptions.

The first sheets received were imperforate, 
and those 1 saw were comparatively clearly 
printed, on native paper o f  a  good quality 
and light colour.

There were no inverted stamps in the first 
sheets, but in the middle o f  1904 sheets 
began to reach England in which the seventh 
stamp in the top row was inverted ; no doubt 
the corresponding block had dropped out o f  
the setting and had been put in again the 
wrong way up.

I saw no perforated A a. stamps until 
October, 1900, but the other values were 
supplied perforated in January, 1S99, and all 
four have been obtainable since in either 
condition. It seems very doubtful, however, 
whether perforation is ordinarily applied to 
the sheets issued for use. A  friend who 
kindly sent me sheets of the 1,2, and 4 annas, 
in March, 1899, said— “ T h e  sheets are per
forated because I asked some one to get it 
done for me, but they are not now perforated 
for regular issue, as the paper tears with 
difficulty.” A s a matter o f fact, the perfora
tion is practically useless.

Some resetting took place in the sheets o f 
the higher values. T here is a frame line, 
and an inscription in the top margin. In 
the 1 anna the inscription is in much smaller 
characters than before, but widely spaced, 
extending from over the right-hand corner 
of the first stamp to over the space between 
the seventh and eighth. T h e dash is present 
under the last character o f  the third word. 
The frame line is about 4 mm. from the 
stamps at sides and bottom, and 3 mm. above 
the inscription at top. T h e  inscription is 
7 mm. away from the stamps, instead o f 
5 mm. as before. T he blocks have greatly 
deteriorated, and (consequently?) more o f  
them are inverted. Nos. to, 11, 15, 23, 27, 
37, 40, 41, 51, 61, and 64 on the sheet are 
upside down, no lets than eleven in all. T h e  
centre o f the design is unrecognizable on the

* The frame line doe* not always show in the later im
pressions.

great majority o f the stamps, one can still 
distinguish something, but it is difficult to 
say what it is. T here is one stamp, No. 24 
on the sheet, which shows signs of the block 
having been vigorously cleaned up, or per
haps touched up a  little. W hen this stamp 
was first pointed out to me, I thought it was 
merely the result o f  rough cleaning, but in 
view of what we find later, I am inclined to 
think it shows the first attempt at touching 
up the separate b lo c k s ; the centre o f the 
design is much clearer than in any other 
stamp on the sheet, and I believe there are 
fewer lines in the frame, but the lines are so 
broken and incomplete that I cannot speak 
with certainty upon that point.

M y sheet is in light blue, on thin paper, 
and perforated ; similar impressions must 
exist imperforate, and the paper m ay vary 
in thickness, but all the recent sheets that 
I have seen are o f  thin paper.

The sheet o f the 2 annas has the inscrip
tion in the same large characters as before, 
but set rather closer, extending from over 
the left side of the second stamp to over the 
centre o f the seventh. T h e size o f the sheet 
having been reduced by one horizontal row, 
the fourth word in the inscription now means 
seven, instead o f  eight. T here is no dash 
under the last character o f the third word. 
T h e  frame lines are 10 mm. from the stamps 
at left, 9 mm. at right, 6 mm. below, and 
4 mm. above the inscription at top. T he 
sheet now consists o f  fifty-six stamps, in 
seven horizontal rows of eight ; the blocks 
have all been cleaned up and print clearly, 
and none o f them are upside down. That 
they are not new blocks, is, I think, proved 
by the fact that the stamp in the right upper 
com er of the sheet still has the dent in the 
left-hand side.

The colour is a d u ll purple, not con
spicuously different from that o f the previous 
printings, varying a good deal in depth, and 
my copies are on thin paper and perforated.

The setting o f the 4 annas has been very 
little changed, and the stamps differ from 
those that preceded them principally in the 
thinness o f the paper, and in the fact that 
some of the sheets were perforated. The 
inscription at the top is in the same character 
as before, but the words are further a p a rt; 
it begins over the middle o f the first stamp 
and ends over the middle o f  the last. There 
is no dash under the last character o f the 
third word. T h e frame lines are about 4 mm. 
from the stamps at sides and below, and 
3 mm. above the inscription at top. T he 
blocks do not appear to have undergone 
either cleaning or rearrangement, No. 54 on 
the sheet being inverted, as in a  previous 
printing.

I list these stam ps as follows, leaving 
certain varieties to form a  later issue:—

'ftrcn n  ]

4 anna.
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Thin, pale buff, native paper,
I. Imperforate.

i  a., sepia (shades).
1 a., light blue.
2 a., purple (shades).
4 a., yellow-green.
Varieties, iile-b'che.
I a., light blue.
4 a., yellow-green.

N o t e .— O f  the above I have only seen the 
h anna imperforate, but the others must exist. 
The I a. is in quite a different colour from 
that o f any other printing o f that value. 
Single copies o f the 2 a. and 4 a. can hardly 
be distinguished from single copies o f the 
earliest printing o f the 1886 issue, which was 
also on thin paper, but probably included no 
4 a. tete-bechc.

2. Pin-perf
i  a., sepia (1900?).
1 a., light blue.
2 a., purple (shades).
4 a., yellow-green.
Varieties, tlte-bcche.
I a., light blue.
4 a., yellow-green.

Variety on the sheet of the 1 a., with centre
(andframe ?) recut,

I a., light blue (imperf. ?).
I a. „  (pin-perf.).

miscellaneous
A re F o rg e rie s  a  M en ace to  P h ila te ly ?
A FEW words about counterfeits. Are they a 
menace to Philately? There is no rose without 
a thorn, and few would want to rob the bush of 
its protection against the despoiler. And so with 
stamp counterleits. The vast majority are but 
crude imitations calculated to teach children to 
discriminate between good and bad. In the 
beginning the novice may buy a few counterfeits, 
but if they look critically at the stamps they will 
soon suspect the false, and on confirmation of 
their doubts will learn whom to avoid in future. 
The collector who will buy a second time from a 
person who wilfully defrauded him is a disgrace 
to the fraternity. Getting above the novice to 
the great body of collectors, there are few counter
feits calculated to deceive, especially as the 
amateur usually belongs to some society and 
shows his acquisitions to his confreres, and as 
Jeremiah has it, “  In the multitude of counsellors 
there is safety." When we get to the really 
dangerous counterfeits, they cost money to manu
facture and are made for the few, and the few at 
the head of the science are amply able to take 
care of themselves. It would be just as wise to 
forswear the use of checks because occasionally 
they bear false signatures. Moreover, collectors 
are rarely “ stuck” with bogus stamps; it is the 
dealer who loses. A  sensible collector does not 
buy a $50 stamp from a stranger, but from the 
nature of the business the dealer does, however 
smart he may be. An old woman will go to the 
store of a stamp merchant with a rubbishy old

Another printing of the 1 a. stamps must 
have taken place a little later, judging from 
the appearance o f the impressions, the centres 
o f which are, in the majority o f cases, mere 
masses o f colour with a  few white specks, 
and the frames are almost solid also. The 
arrangement o f the blocks was probably the 
same as in the last sheet described ; I only 
possess the first two rows and upper margin, 
but I find Nos. 10, n ,a n d  15 inverted. The 
marginal inscription is in the larger charac
ters, and extends from over the right side of 
No. 1 to over the space between 7 and 8. 
There is no dash under the last character of 
the third word. Frame lines 4 mm. from the 
stamps at sides, and the same distance above 
the inscription at top. T h e impression is in 
a d ull greyish blue tint, differing again from 
any o f the preceding, and on thin paper; and 
my part sheet is pin-perf.

1 a., dull greyish blue (imperf. ?).
1 a. „  „  (pin-perf.).

Variety, tfte-bfehe.
1 a., dull greyish blue (imperf. ?).
I a. „  „  (pin-perf.).

It is probable that the recut variety also 
exists in this printing, which 1 take to have 
been the last of the 1 a. before the blocks 
were recut throughout the plate.

(T o  be continued^

collection of no value, but containing a fine 
counterfeit of a great rarity. She will tell a tale 
of woe, 0/ being obliged to part with her 
husband’s collection, made by the late lamented 
when he was a boy in school. He often told her 
of its great value, and the many rare stamps it 
contains. Now she has to sell it to get money to 
go to a sick daughter in Boston. The dealer 
buys, takes out the rarity, and throws the re* 
mainder in the waste-basket. The counterfeit is 
fine, and probably a new one. The dealer sells 
at a fair profit. It may remain in the collector’s 
album for six months or six years, but its bogus 
character will certainly be discovered sooner or 
later, and it will be sent back to the dealer from 
whom it was purchased, and he will refund the 
amount paid and put it in his private counterfeit 
collection. There is one thing certain— he will 
never get his money back. If the woman could 
be located and she had funds, her story could not 
be proved false, and she would naturally say, 
“  I did not sell you that stamp by itself, but a 
valuable collection; return the book as you got 
it, and I will return your money.”  Or, if she is 
proved to be one of a gang of swindlers, they 
may all be sent to gaol, but no money will be got 
back. It is very much more likely the dealer will 
spend a few hundred dollars more to insure the 
swindlers getting their just deserts. It is the 
collector’s own fault if  he gets counterfeits. It is 
absolutely impossible for the dealer to prevent 
losing more or less money in this way.

The Metropolitan PhilatelistU.S.A.
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Stamp Rogues on
By W. E. I MESON

T H E court-house was crowded, for many 
sad rogues

On trial were for crimes that would
shock

The honest collector (like reader and self) : 
Such crimes should bring men to the 

dock.
The judge, a philatelist, trusted and tried, 

Disposed of each case in a tick.
The first rogue was one prone to substitute 

stamps—
“ Poor” copies for “ fine”— a mean trick !

II

“  Now what shall we do with a  trickster 
like th is?”

The judge asked, with scorn in his eye.
One witness, o f many, who hit hard had 

been,
Cried, “  H ang i t ! m y lord, let him die ! ”

“ Nay, mercy I’ll not,” said his lordship, 
“ deny

(Tho’ I’d like to hang him m y se lf!) :
For some starving thief in for six months 

with hard
I’ll ‘ substitute’ this ‘ ch an gin g ’ e l f ! ” 

hi

The next in the dock looked a sticky old 
card,

W ho’d reason, ere long, to look glum  ;
The queer charge against him was turning 

folks’ brains
By filling their poor heads with gum  !  

“ Now what shall we do with this c ra n k ? ” 
asked the judge.

“  When I up the evidence sum,
I think ’twill suffice if he’s sentenced to stew 

In his own ‘ original gum .’ ”

IV

“ Next c a s e ! ” ’T w as a  “  bloater ” in— never 
mind w h a t!

O f bloated appearance was h e ;
They charged him with “ bloating” in one 

priceless stamp
O f which were “ known copies” but three.

Tria l
“ U n lo a d !” cried his lordship, “ or you’ll 

soon indeed
A  felon’s chains loaded with be ;

T o  justice you’ll over be handed, unless—
You han d  yo u r ' l o t '  over to me l

v

“  And now," asked the judge, “  tell me, what 
shall we do

W ith one in the court I now see ?
W ho’s taking down ‘ notes ’ and, to judge by 

his smile,
H as merely come here for a  sp ree!

T h a t ’s  h e !  Place him, gaoler, at once in 
the dock !

Let’s look at his note-book— G reat S co tt! ”
T h e writer on trial found him self then— the 

while
T h e jud ge read what he called “ This 

r o t ! ”
VI

“  Now what shall we do with the ‘ poet ’ that 
wrote

T his ‘  poem ’— and others, e’en worse ?
I’ll settle his hash, once for a l l ! ” said the 

jud ge
(Alas ! a  bad judge o f  good verse).

“ A  hardened offender is he, there’s no 
doubt,

But now to repent he’ll have cau se :
For the rest o f his life he’s sentenced to 

read
H is own wretched rhymes ! ” (Loud ap

plause.) _______

T H E  P H I L A T E L I S T 'S  
C O L L E C T IN G  "BOOK

For the coat pocket. With patent fastening to 
flap. Size, 6^x4^ inches. Handsomely bound in 
Art Cloth. Each book contains 12 pages, having 
four strips of linen, 1-inch wide, arranged hori
zontally, glued at the bottom edge and with the 
upper one open, for the safe retention and pre
servation of recent purchases or duplicates. A 
large pocket is also provided at the back for En
velopes or Stamps in bulk. In daily use by lead
ing London Collectors. No. 1 7 ,  post-free, 2 S .  yd. 
No. 1 8 — oblong, 24 pages, 6 strips on each page, 
interleaved with strong glazed paper to prevent 
rubbing— post-free, 5s. 4ti.; abroad, 5s. 6d. 
Stanley Gibbons. Ltd., 
jps Strand. London, W.C.
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HeiP Issues
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips, 
3 91 8trand, London. W.C., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from the coionics in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the aboue  ̂
mentioned address. ______

Australian Commonwealth.— We learn from 
the Monthly journal (31.8.07), that Postage Due 
stamps without initials at foot are still being used 
in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia,

Tasmania, and Western Australia, but that Vic- 
toria still sticks to its own type of stamp for this 
purpose.

Azores. —  We quote as follows from the 
Monthly Journal (31.8.07):—

Mr. Lezg shows us a curious minor variety of the 9 rets, 
black, with small black surcharge, on which the “o’* of the word telrckaphos is broken in such a way as to form a letter "c." Unless this is a variety produced In

the printing and occurring on a few sheets, or perhaps a single sheet, only, it should be found amongst the unsurcharged stamps also.
Belgium.— The State Printing Office at Mech

lin has received instructions to prepare booklets 
of stamps, which are to be placed on sale about 
the middle of October. The booklets are to con
tain ten 10 c. and twenty 5 c. stamps, and will be 
sold to the public at frs. 2.05.

in a rectangular frame, measuring 8 x2 7 mm. 
Such stamps are being used as Postage Dues, but 
we cannot chronicle them, as our contemporary 
does not say what values have been so over
printed.

Danish W est Indies.— In examining our stock 
lately of the 1902 issue of Postage Due stamps, 
we noticed that the 4 c ., blue, showed five easily 
distinguishable types, which are illustrated below.

i ̂  cy«ansurj^jm

I Ce n t s  4*

V.

I. The top of the left-hand figure “ 4 ”  slopes 
downwards from left to right, and that of the 
right-hand figure from right to left.

II. The top of each figure “ 4 ”  slopes down
wards from left to right.

III. As Type II, but the first “  E " in 
PORTOM/ERKE is broken to look like F ."

IV. The top of each figure “  4 ” slopes down
wards from right to left, and the upper down- 
stroke of the right-hand “ 4 ” is thin.

V. As Type IV, but the down-stroke is much 
thicker.

f  Congo Free S tate.— The lUustriertes Briej- 
markett-Joumal (20.7.07) states that the current

pictorial set, of which we illustrate the lowest 
value, has been overprinted with the word TAXBS

The types of this stamp are doubly interesting, 
as they show conclusively how the sheet was 
made. The sheet consists of one hundred stamps, 
ten horizontal rows of ten. In each horizontal 
row the five types appear twice, arranged thus; 
(i.) (ii.) (iii.) (iv.) (v.) (i.) (ii.) (iii.) (iv.) (v .); the 
ten horizontal rows being identical. This proves 
that five cliches were bound together, from which 
two impressions were taken and placed side by 
side to form a row of ten stamps. This row was 
then used to make the ten transfers to complete 
the sheet, the process of production being that of 
lithography.
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Postage D ue Stamps. Per/. ti.J.
Unused.

4 c., blue (Type I)
S.

. . I
4 C. „  ( , , i d  . . . I
4 C. „  ( , n o  . . . I
4 C. „  ( , . IV) . . . 1
4 C. ., ( ,„ V) . . . I

Used.
s. d.

The 1 c., 6 c., and Jo c. stamps o f this issue 
also show five types of each value. The arrange* 
ment is similar to that of the 4 c., but, the 
differences being rather minute, we do not illus
trate them, but append a detailed description.

/ c. , blue.
(i.) Between the w ords d a x s k  v e s t in d ie n  

and p o r t o m .k r k e , on the right- 
hand side, is a small smudge resem
bling a comma instead of a dot.

(ii.) Under the right-hand upstroke of the 
letter ** N ”  in the word CENT is a 
very minute dot- This dot also exists 
in types (i.), (ii.), and (iv.), but type 
(iii.) does not possess the other points 
of difference noted for those types.

(iii.) In the outer of the two circles surround
ing the words d a x s k  v e s t in d ie n  
PORTOM/KRKE is a small defect mid
way between the left-hand figure 44 1 ” 
and the 44 c ” of c e n t .

(iv.) The left-hand dot between the words 
DAXSK VESTINDIEN and PORT • 
M.KRKE shows a defect which makes 
it appear a small circle.

(v.) This stamp does not show any special 
point of difference, but can be dis
tinguished by its lack of defects.

6 c.t blue.
(i.) This stamp may be considered as the 

normal type.
(ii.) In front o f the letter “ p ”  o f  p o r t o - 

M.e r k b  is a dot.
(iii.) On the inner o f the two circles surround

ing the w ords d a n s e  v e s t in d ie n  
p o r t o m .k r k e  are tw o sm all dots 
betw een the letters “ r t ”  of the word 
PORTOM/KRKE.

(iv.) In addition to the two dots mentioned in 
type (iii.) is another dot, also on the 
inner circle, a little way past the end of 
the word v e s t i n d i e n .

(v), A small space occurs on the inner circle 
previously referred to, just under 
o f p o r t o m a c r k b .

jo c. , blue.
(i.) This may be taken as the normal type.
(ii.) On the right-hand external line of the 

frame is a slight defect opposite the “0” 
of the figure “  10.”

(iii.) Below the bottom point of the triangle of 
colour above the “ o ’* of the right-hand 
figure 1410” is a small dot.

(iv.) The inner circle referred to in the 6 c. is 
slightly defective between 44 r t  ” of the 
word PORTOM.^RKE.

(v.) The triangle mentioned in type (iii.) has 
a protuberance just above the 44o'* of 
the right-hand figure 44 10.”

A ll  the above types in the thtee values can be 
supplied by our publishers at the price of is. each., 
unused.

France.— Mr. Paul Kohl informs us that he 
has seen the 2 c., 3 c., and 5 c. of the 1900-4 
issue, and the 5 c., 10 c., 25 c., and 30 c. of the 
latest type of the Sower, in an imperforate con
dition.

“ B la n c"  type. Jmperf, Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

a c., c l a r e t ........................................... —  —
3 c., orange-red . . . .  —  —
5 c., g r e e n ....................................... —  —

Redrawn Sower type. Impcrf,
5 c., g r e e n ...................................... — —

10 c., vermilion . . . .  — —
25 c., b l u e ...................................... —  —
30 c., o ra n g e ...................................... — —

Liberia.— W e are obliged to the Monthly 
Journal (31.8.07) for the following p aragrap h :—  

Mr. A. W. Legg shows us some curiosities, which were 
obtained from the Liberian consul at Boston,Mass. One 
of these is a used copy of the 2 C., No. 121 in the Cata
logue, with double surcharge  ̂ of the word ordinary, 
Type 34; one of the impressions is very indistinct, so 
there was a fair excuse for adding a second. On the same 
envelope is a copy of the e c., blue, Type 9, with " O S "  
in red (S o . 320 in the Catalogue), also surcharged with 
Type 4̂, a variety that has not been listed ; together with 
these ts the 16 c., No. 125n, in a very p in k  shade, which 
we suspect is due to age and exposure. From the same 
source we have the 23 t . . g » e e n ,  Type 30, with the sur
charge ordinary, but w ith o u t a n y  o ff ic ia l overprint; 
the specimen is the right upper corner stamp of a sheet, 
and its owner thinks that it may be from a sheet on which 
the “ 0  5 " was so much out of place that this stamp 
escaped it.

O S

Official Stam p o f  1894-1900 overprinted in black, with  
the word ordinary double.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

2 c., black and red (No. 343) —- —
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Surcharged “ O S "  in red a n d  overprinted ordinary.
Unused. Used.

With overprint ordinary, but w ithout "  O S.”  
Unused. Used. 

s. <L s. d.
25 c., green . . . .  —  —

Lourenzo M arques.— Mr. J. N. Marsden in
forms us that he has seen the old 25 reis, blue- 
green, perforated 124 instead of 114.

Nam e and value in black. Per/, 12$.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. t. d.
»5 reis, blue-green . . .  — —

If Mauritius.— Our publishers have received an 
interesting specimen of the current 15 c. Express 
Delivery stamp from a correspondent in Port 
Louis. The red overprint is double, one im
pression being partly superimposed on the other. 
Our correspondent states that only two sheets of 
fifteen stamps each have been discovered in the 
existing stock.

DELIVERY
fINLANO)
15 c.

Stam p without value, overprinted twice in red.
4 Unused. Used.

s. d. s, d.
15 c., grey-green . . .  —  —

Paragu ay.— We are informed that the colour 
of the 2 c. Official stamp has again been changed, 
it now being vermilion. In the Catalogue the 
colour is given as orange, and in the Supplement 
a change to green was noted.

Official Stam p. Change o f  colour. Per/. \ i| , 12.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
2 c., vermilion.................................. —  —

Peru.— We now illustrate three more of the 
values described in our issue of 20 July.

The 10 c., brown, shows a view of the Ex
hibition Buildings; the 50 c., black, depicts the 
General Post Office at Lim a; and the 1 sol, 
green and violet, gives a picture of the Hippo
drome of Saint Beatrice, also at Lima.

The following useful information is taken from 
the Monthly Journal (31.8.07) :—

We are indebted to Mr. A. W. Legg for the sight of 
specimens of some rather nicely got-up labels, which he 
assures us were an entirely speculative series published in 
the province of Piura, in 1695. Our correspondent tells us 
that we listed the 50 c. of this set recently, but we cannot 
find any reference to it in our last volume, which is all 
that we have at hand at the present moment, so it may be 
well to describe the things over again. The design has 
the Arms in the centre, name at top, value in words at 
foot, correos at each side, and numerals in the top 
corners and immediately below the Arms; this is neatly 
lithographed in colour, and each stamp is overprinted, in 
red, with a circular device having numerals  ̂ “ 5,” “ to,' 
“  ao,” or “ xco” in the centre, provisorio above and 
centavos below. The surcharged value corresponds,
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in each case, with that indicated upon the original stamp, 
and the overprint seems therefore an unnecessary luxury 
even for a bogus issue. Perf. it}.

5 c.t in red, on 5 c., green __
10 c. ,, to c., vermilion
30 c. „  30 C., brown

too c. „ z sol, red-brown
fa n cy  labels.

The above evidently refers to No. 180 in the 
Catalogue, and Nos. 179a and 181 in the Supple
ment. We suppose that these stamps will now 
be omitted from the Catalogue.

Russia.— Referring to the note in our issue of 
31 August, Mr. Paul Kohl informs us that he has 
seen several unchronicled varieties lately of this 
country. As was previously explained, all the 
stamps were printed in two or more operations, 
so it is easy to understand how such varieties 
happen.

1868-71 issue. H orizontally laid paper, Jtnperf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
2 k., black and green , . . —  —

Centre inverted. P erf. 13$.Unused. Used. 
s. d. s . d.

1 r., orange and brown . —  —

1890-92 issue, (ii.) Centre inverted.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
2 k.t green..................................—  —

(tii.) Afo backgroun i.
$ k., mauve . . . .  —  —

1905 issue. Background inverted.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
25 k., lilac and dull green . — —.

1906 issue. Perf. 11$.
Unused. Used.

tor., pale grey, scarlet, and yellow

The Monthly Journal (31.8.07) is responsible 
for the following paragraph from the facile pen of 
Major E. B. Evans:—

We have been greatly puzzled by a review in 
The S .C .F .  of an article in a German magazine, which 
was supposed to describe certain varieties of M The Finnish 
Stamps of 1901.” A reference to a so-called “  Ruin ” 
series seemed quite incomprehensible; we wondered 
whether there was some subtle joke, connecting the words 
44 Ruin "  and “  Finish,** or perhaps some allusion to the

various disasters that have overtaken Finland. We hunted 
for "  Ruins ’* in every direction; we read of ‘ brown and 
red “  Ruins,”  * of ' violet.red Ruins,’* * of black ** Ruins”  
with green borders, of every sort of Ruin, except the 
“  Blue Ruin '* which we sometimes hear of. There seemed 
to be no eod to them: no 44 Finish ” in fact. Then we bad 
an inspiration; we turned over a few pages of the Cata
logue and found that the 44 Ruin '* over which we had been 
lamenting was the 44 Castle of Wenden,” and bad nothing 
to do with Finland at all! And having thus solved the 
problem, at a ruinous expenditure of time, trouble, and 
anxiety, we felt bound to make 44 copy”  out of iu

N.B.— The p rh a s quottd abose a rt thost at which th t stamps may bt had from  
Sta ilty QlObona, Ltd., 301  Strand, London,  W.C.



176 GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

Editorial Fareu>ell
W I T H  the publication o f this num ber my editorship  o f Gibbons Stamp Weekly 

ends. I bid  adieu to  my readers with many regrets, but with th e  consolation 
that in the pleasant work o f planning out and launching this little  craft I  have, in 
con ju n ction  with my old friend M r. C . J .  Phillips, done som ething for the solid 
advancem ent o f the hobby to which we are all so devoted.

E D W A R D  J .  N A N K IV E L L .

notice by tbe Publishers
W E  beg to annou nce that from th is num ber o f  G. S. IV. it is our intention both 

to  edit and publish the paper from our head office at 3 9 1  Strand, and all 
correspondence should, in future, b e  addressed

The Editors,
G. S. IV.,

3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
A popular W eekly Stam p Jo u rn a l for the  

general collector, and m ore especially for 
beginners and young collectors.

W E E K L Y  CO N TE N TS.

The Countries of the World.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp Market. A chat on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence.
Answers to Correspondents.
Philatelic Diary of Coming Events.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12 months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months (A 00 Q. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 .. 35- 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G. S. W. from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The monthly 3ouimal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS
T he Monthly Journal is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features art

ist.—A series of entirely Original Articles by 
the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

S U B S C R IP T IO N : 2  - p e r  A n n u m .
A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 

with the first number of a volume. Collectors who 
subscribe now will receive the back numbers of the 
current volume.

Piloted by W . ’ B r i h d o n  &  S o n , Ltd., Plymouth, fo r  the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, Loodoo, W.C.
14 September, 1907.
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Countries of the lilorid
B y W. PERCY BARNSDALL
East A frica  and U ganda P rotectorates

“  T 7 A S T  A F R I C A  and U ganda Pro- 
r H tectorates” is a  comparatively new 

■ * J name given to the combined ad
ministration o f the two territories mentioned 
in the title, and which, until April, 190;, 
were separate protectorates. T he history 
of the country is therefore that o f its 
divisions. The first o f these, “  British East 
Africa,” was freely described in Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly, No. 77 (23.6.06), and the 
second, “  Uganda,” will be reached in due 
time. There are, however, features common 
to both divisions which can well be detailed 
under the heading now in question. 

Practically these territories are what is

known as “  British E ast Africa," for, accord
ing to an official description, this “ con
sists o f  a  large area on the mainland (in
cluding the E ast Africa Protectorate and the 
U ganda Protectorate), under the immediate 
control o f  the Colonial Office, together with 
the islands o f Zanzibar and Pemba, still 
governed through their Arab Sultan.” The 
total area is over one million square miles, 
o f which Zanzibar claims only about one 
thousand square miles. The Statesman's 
Year Book  describes the extent as follows :—

By the Anglo-German agreements of Novem
ber I, 1886, and July I, 1890, the southern 
boundary of the territory extends in a north
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west direction from the north bank of the 
mouth of the River Umba, going round 
by the north of Kilmangaro, to where the 
1st parallel of S. latitude cuts Lake Victoria. 
Thence across the lake and westwards on the same 
parallel to the boundary of the Congo Free State. 
To the north and east the British sphere (which 
merges indefinitely with the old Sudan provinces 
of Egypt) is bounded, according to the Anglo- 
Italian agreement of 1891, by the Juba River up 
to 6" N. latitude; by that parallel as far as 
35° E. longitude; and by that meridian north
wards as far as the Blue Nile. It is conter
minous with the Italian sphere of influence and 
with Abyssinia as far as the confines of Egypt. 
To the west it is bounded by the Congo Free 
State, the line of partition being 30° E. longi
tude, northwards to the Nile Congo watershed, 
which then liecomes the frontier as far as the 
northernmost point of that State (the source of 
the Mbomu).

Much was known about Equatorial Africa 
centuries before the beginning o f the Christian 
era, chiefly from Phoenician sources, and a 
detailed account o f the coast was given by 
Ptolemy in 150 a .d . W e gather from a 
Sketch o f  the History o f  the East A frica  
and Uganda Protectorates, printed at “ T h e 
Government Printing Press, Mombasa,” that 
there has existed on the coast o f East 
Africa an ancient civilization which, a l
though sometimes spoken o f  as the Zang 
Empire, was never organized into a single 
State. T he coast land and off-lying islands 
were once occupied by independent Bantu 
tribes, and from very early times there was 
a regular migration of traders from South 
Arabia to South Africa. There is little 
doubt that such localities as the Lamu 
Archipelago, Mombasa, and W asin, which 
offer obvious advantages as ports, were re
peatedly occupied by Arab, Baluchi, and 
Hindu traders before the oldest coloniza
tion o f which any records exist. Makdishu 
has the reputation of being the earliest 
settlement, having been built in A.D. 908. 
Then followed Kilwa about 975, Mombasa 
(or, as it is otherwise called, Mvita) about 
1000, and within two hundred years the 
settlements on the Lamu Archipelago, in
cluding Lamu itself. T h e Chinese are 
known to have visited these shores, the last 
occasion being about 1430. Ibn Batuta, the 
Arabic geographer, who visited the first 
three places, described Mombasa as “ a large 
place abounding in fruits, and inhabited 
by a chaste, honest, and religious race o f 
the sect o f Shaffia.” Although much in
formation was possessed about the coast 
towns, little was known o f the interior.

The authentic history o f  E ast Africa can 
be said to commence in 1498, when the 
first Portuguese expedition, under Vasco da 
Gama, anchored off Mombasa on 7 April 
o f  that ye&r. T h e  city is described by 
da Gama as large, and seated on an emin

ence washed b y  the sea. H e also records 
the existence at the entrance to the port of 
a  pillar and a  low-lying fortress. T he next 
few years were spent by the Portuguese in 
establishing their supremacy along the whole 
E ast African coast, and gradually the chief 
sultanates and principal towns fell into their 
hands, until in 1529 Portugal was able to 
claim undisputed sway from Baruwa to 
Cape Corrientes. She ruled, however, with 
a  rod o f iron, and her pride and cruelty 
had their reward in the bitter hatred o f  the 
natives. The latter years o f the same cen
tury saw  Portugal struggling with Turkey 
for the possession o f the chief towns, and 
owing to the W a r o f  Succession which broke 
out between Spain and Portugal in 1580, the 
suprem acy o f  Portugal in the E ast gradually 
declined. In A frica they concentrated their 
forces as much as possible at Mozambique, 
M om basa, and Pate.

In the next century the Arabs, who had 
always held the upper hand in Zanzibar, 
finally deprived the Portuguese o f their East 
African possessions. Notwithstanding various 
tribal quarrels and many attempts on the part 
o f  the Portuguese to regain their supremacy, 
July, 1769, saw the last attempt by the latter, 
and until 1824 the A rabs were in undisputed 
possession. British intervention began in 
1824 by the temporary annexation o f Mom
basa, an act, however (as stated in No. 77, 
G .S .W .), repudiated by the home Govern
ment. Eventually, as mentioned in the 
description we gave in the number o f  the 
Weekly referred to, this country took over 

the administration o f the territory under the 
title o f the E ast Africa Protectorate. In 
1894 U ganda was constituted a separate 
administration, to be again reunited in 1905, 
as indicated in the present title. A t the 
moment of writing there is a rumour that 
the administrations are yet again to be 
separated, but we can obtain no definite 
information on the point.

At this time it is sufficient to state that 
the U ganda Protectorate includes Uganda 
proper, and the adjacent countries o f Un- 
yoro, U soga, part o f  Kavirondo, Koki, and 
Ankole. W e shall deal with it more par
ticularly later when we reach the letter “ U.” 
T h e native capital is Mengo, and the British 
head-quarters are at Entebbe.

Mombasa is the largest town in East 
Africa, and also the capital of the united 
Protectorates; the inhabitants number about
30,000, o f whom 100 are Europeans. N ai
robi, the capital o f the U kam ba pro
vince and the central station on the 
U ganda railway, is the com ing place. It 
has about 5000 inhabitants, o f whom 350 
are European and 2100 Indian. T here are 
also 200 European farmers and 50,000 natives 
in the immediate neighbourhood o f  Nairobi. 
T h e M om basa-Victoria (U ganda) railway
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is worked as a  State railway o f  the East 
Africa Protectorate. Its length is 584 miles, 
and the gauge is one metre.

The Post Office o f  the East African portion 
of the Protectorates received and dispatched 
about 1,342,144 letters, packets, etc., in
1905-6. There is a  well-developed service 
of telephone and telegraph lines in the 
country.

The currency until lately was based on the 
Indian rupee, and consisted o f silver rupees, 
with silver and copper fractional pieces. 
Cowrie shells are used by the natives, but are 
not accepted by the Government. Lately 
the Protectorates have adopted the decimal 
system, as used on the Continent, in the 
United States, and several British colonies, 
and in future 100 cents will equal 1 rupee, 
similarly to the standard in Ceylon. T he 
ten and five cent pieces o f the new currency 
are made o f nickel.

In minerals East A frica has not so far 
been found to be particularly rich. T he 
future of the country lies rather in its 
agricultural and industrial possibilities. T he 
coast districts are hardly suitable for the 
permanent residence o f Europeans, but, 
with occasional trips to Europe or some 
other healthy climate, one can live a  great 
number of years in the country. E very kind 
of tropical product can be cultivated with 
success. Besides these cultivated products, 
the natural forests of the coast regions are 
rich in valuable timber, gum, copal, and 
rubber. T he latter is found abundantly 
throughout the Protectorates. T here is also 
a great deal o f land very suitable for grow
ing cotton, and samples which have been 
sent home have been pronounced of the 
highest quality.

Although it has on various occasions 
during the last few years been found neces
sary to undertake punitive expeditionsagainst 
turbulent tribes, peace now reigns in both 
East Africa and Uganda.

Scientists are developing the natural 
resources of the country, prospectors are 
searching for gold and precious stones, 
planters and settlers are cultivating the rich 
soil of the lowlands and highlands, and the 
civilizing effect of missionary enterprise is 
making itself felt among the natives. The 
completion o f the U ganda railway has 
opened up vast territories in the interior 
which are eminently suitable for colonization, 
possessing, as they do, not only great 
natural fertility and a supply o f native 
labour both cheap and abundant, but a 
climate which may almost be described as 
ideal.

There is no doubt that with the present 
careful management the Protectorates will 
shortly become self-supporting and form an 
important colony o f  the British Empire.

Its Philatelic History
T h e philatelic history commences with 

the amalgamation of the old districts of 
East A frica and Uganda, and though these 
were not taken over formally by the Colonial 
Office till April, 1905, stamps were issued 
for common use in both territories in 1903, 
the first value, 2 a., being put on sale at 
Mombasa on 24 July o f  that year.

On 4 February, 1904, the acting Post
master-General of these Protectorates wrote 
to our publishers : *• I have the honour to 
inform you that to-day rve issued a ll  the 
new stamps, etc. (bearing the portrait o f the 
K ing’s head) for the East A frica and 
U ganda Protectorates.”

1903- 4 . Sixteen values. Engraved and 
surface-printed by Messrs. D e La Rue and 
Co., upon white wove paper, watermarked 
Crown “ C A ” for the anna values and Crown 
“  C C ” for the rupee values. Machine per
forated 14. T h e design consists o f the head 
o f K ing Edward V I I, looking to the left, 
in a  circle surmounted by the imperial 
crown and with a spray o f foliage on either 
side. T he stamps are inscribed at foot 
EAST AFRICA AND UGANDA— PROTECTOR
ATES in two lines, with the value in the 
upper corners.

T h e rupee values have also the value in 
words in a curved label above the crown. 
T he anna values are in sheets o f  160, two 
panes o f 80, and the rupee values in sheets 
o f 60.

Centre in first colour. 
tVmi\ Crown C A siur/e.

£ anna, green . . . .

Unused.
S. d.

1 ,, grey and carmine . . 0 6
2 annas, dull lilac and purple • —

„ ultramarine 3 0
3 M chocolate and green 5 0
4 » grey-green and black . 2 6
5 »* grey and orange-brown —
8 ,, ,, pale blue . —

Used. 
s. d.
o 8
o 4

Wmk. Crtnvn C C.
1 rupee, green . . . .  2
2 rupees, dull lilac and purple .
3 *» grey-green and black .
4 »» grey and emerald-green
5 ♦ * ,, carmine.

fO ,, ,, ultramarine .
20 ,, „  stone . .
50 »* ,, red-brown

9

o

o

o
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In common with other colonial stamps, the 
stamps were gradually printed on paper 
having the multiple Crown and C A  water
mark. T he anna values with single wmk. 
were subject to very fluctuating prices, and 
some are now quite scarce. T he first value 
chronicled on multiple paper was the 5 a., 
viz. in June, 1904. A ll the anna values have 
appeared on paper with the multiple wmk., 
and with the exception o f the 2JJ a., which is 
only known on ordinary paper, with a chalk 
surface. T h e  rupee values, with the excep
tion of the 10 and 50 rupees, have recently 
been making their appearance on the chalk
surfaced multiple C A  paper, so that up to 
the present the list is as under. For those 
who collect a ll varieties it is as well to note 
that the I r. and 10 r. are known on chalk- 
surfaced paper, but with “ C C  ” wmk.

M ultiple Crown C A.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.

Consequent on the change in currency, viz. 
from 16 annas equalling 1 rupee to 100 
cents equalling 1 rupee, the anna values 
will have to be changed. Readers of Gibbous 
Stam p Weekly will doubtless have noted the 
mention of a  specimen set chronicled by a 
foreign contemporary. T h e indications of 
the value at the top o f the stam p will have to 
be altered, and we list tentatively.

M ultiple Crown C A.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 c., grey-brown. . . .  — —
3 c*» grey-green . . . .  — —
6 c., carmine . . . .  — —

10 c., pale olive and lilac . . — —
12 c., violet and lilac . . .  — —
15 c., ultramarine . . .  — —
25 c., black and green . . .  — —
50 c., orange-brown and green . — —
75 c., pale blue and grey-black . — —

{To be continued.)
4 anna, green 0 1 —
I »» grey and carmine 0 2 —

2 annas, dull lilac and purple 0 3 —
,, ultramarine . . 0 4 —

3 ,, chocolate and green 0 5 —

4 ,, grey-green and black . 0 6 —
5 ,, grey  and orange-brown 0 8 —
8 "  ,, pale blue 1 0 —
1 rupee, green 4 0 —
2 rupees, dull lilac and purple 5 6 —

3 ,, grey-green and black 7 0 —
4 ,, g re y  and emerald-green 9 0 —
5 ,, ,, carmine 3 3 0 —

20 ,, ,, stone —

S TA N L E Y  GIDDONS 
TRICED CATALOGUE OF 
TH E POSTAGE STA M PS OF THE WORLD 

Vol. 1. Great Britain and Colonies. 
Post-free, 2s. gti.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Post-free, as. qd.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.

P L E A S E  N O T E
T h e  P r ic e s  quoted in th e  fo re g o in g  a rt ic le  a r e  ta k en  f r o m  o u r  p u b l i s h e r s * la te st  C a t a lo g u e ,  a n d  a re ,  
th e re fo re , th e  P r ic e s  a t w h ich  S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d , ,  Witt h a v e  p le a s u r e  in  s u p p ly in g  o n y  o f  the  
sta m p s  th a t m a y  b e  n e e d e d  b y  a n y  o f  o a r  r e a d e r s .

Topical Dotes
B y  CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
Ourselves

W H E N  I started this little paper 
nearly three years ago, I had 
neither the space nor the staff avail

able to edit and publish it at our own office, 
but in the course of time I found it essential 
that if this paper was to be up to date and 
correct, it must be edited and published at 
391 Strand.

Owing to the enlargement o f the Strand 
office and the removal o f the City staff, I 
think the time has now come to undertake 
the work ourselves.

I need hardly say that it is with great 
regret that we cease to avail ourselves of 
the able work o f m y friend Mr. E . J. 
Nankivell. f i e  has a facile pen, and is a  most 
able jou rn alist: but, alas ! I paid him far too 
much for his Transvaal stamps, and he re
taliated b y  building a  house with the money,

forty miles from London— a great drawback 
to a weekly publication, when proofs and 
letters have to pass backwards and forwards 
almost daily.

A  N ew  W eek ly
M r . N a k k i v e l l ’s  ability as a writer on 
stamp matters will not, however, be lost to 
the philatelic world, as he has arranged to 
edit a new weekly, under the title The Postage 
Stamp, and the first number will be pro
duced in October, and published by Sir I. 
Pitman and Sons, Ltd.

I wish the new venture all success. The 
more literature on our hobby that is pub
lished, the more popular the collecting of 
postage stamps will becom e, and on this 
ground alone I, as a  stam p dealer, welcome 
a ll sound magazines. •
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Our Program m e
DURING the two and three-quarter years 
this paper has existed, we have tried many 
different means to interest collectors in our 
little venture, and we are now beginning to 
find out what is really wanted in a weekly 
stamp paper intended chiefly for the young 
collector— not necessarily young in years, 
but young as a collector.

New Issues
FIRST and foremost I find that most col
lectors want full and accurate notes on all 
“ New Issues.” W e started this paper plan
ning to give only one page a week to this 
subject, and to chronicle only the more im
portant issues. This did not seem to meet 
the requirements of our readers at all, and I 
have placed this department under the 
charge of my son, Mr. Frank Phillips, who 
will be able to collate from three to four 
pages per week of notes on this subject.

My readers, especially those residing 
abroad, can help us very much if they will 
send full particulars of all changes in the 
stamps of their country. W here possible 
we wish to see copies of the stamps— priced 
if they are for sale— but which will be sent 
back immediately after they have been 
noted, if required to be returned again. 
We should also like to receive copies of all 
Government decrees or notices about new 
stamps, or changes in the postal rates.

Foreign Correspondents
W e wish to make a very special effort to 
secure letters for publication in G. S. IV. 
from readers in all countries o f the world.

Such letters may be sent to us in English, 
French, German, or Spanish, and will be 
translated and edited in our own office. W e 
shall be glad to have in such letters particu
lars of any new discoveries, any important 
sales of collections, remainders, or any 
special rarities, accounts o f the meetings o f 
the local philatelic societies, and, in short, 
any matter relating to postage stamps only 
that may be of interest to the bulk of our 
readers. For such letters we offer the re
muneration o f 15s. per page of the Weekly.

1 shall be very pleased indeed to hear 
from any one abroad who will send us such 
letters as I have sketched out. A  sample 
letter, even if only a short one, should in all 
cases be sent.

Correspondence Column
W e shall be glad to place our services at 
the disposal of oui readers, and to answer 
in this paper any paints upon stamp matters 
about which they wish for information.

The expertizing of postage stamps will 
only be undertaken by our publishers at their 
usual terms of is. per stamp.

Countries of the W orld
T he interesting “ leading article” in each 
number— started by Mr. Nankivell under 
the heading “ Countries of the W orld ”— will 
be continued in an improved manner by our 
Mr. W . P. Barnsdall.

Scissors and Paste
W ill be freely used in culling interesting in
formation from our confreres, with, of course, 
all due acknowledgment. I find many in
teresting facts in various home and foreign 
stamp papers, and I am fully aware that 
many of these papers have a circulation of 
under one thousand per month. We, how
ever, are now able to place our paper before 
upwards of ten thousand readers per week, 
and to the bulk  of our readers such cuttings 
will be new matter.

S u g g estio n s
F rom my readers as to points upon which 
we can improve the Weekly and make it 
more useful will be most thankfully received 
and will have careful consideration.

Specim en C opies
O f the Weekly, in bundles of 6, 12, or 25, as 
desired, will gladly be sent post-free and 
gratis to any part of the world, to any of my 
readers who will undertake to distribute 
them amongst their stamp-collecting friends.

T h e  P o s ta g e  and T eleg rap h  Stam p s 
o f B ritish  In dia
I have pleasure in announcing that this 
important work is now ready, and I consider 
that it contains all possible information on 
the Indian postage and telegraph stamps, 
and on their Essays, Reprints, and Forgeries. 
Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg is worthy o f all praise 
for the immense amount of time he has 
devoted to this publication, which has been 
entirely a labour of love on his part. He 
has made a number o f most important dis
coveries. C hief amongst these I may men
tion his discovery o f the retouching o f the 
dies of the half, one, and four annas of the 
first issue, and further, o f various retouches 
on the different lithographic stones o f all 
these values. Such alterations to the de
signs on stamps are o f the highest philatelic 
importance.

Mr. C. Stewart-W ilson has been success
ful in discovering a large number o f docu
ments in India, which have been the means 
o f filling up the gaps in the history o f the 
locally printed series. A  good deal of infor
mation has been obtained by Mr. Hausburg 
from the India Office, and Mr. H. F. Bartlett, 
the Controller of Stamps at Somerset House, 
has also supplied important details.

The important section dealing with the 
numerous, rare, and complicated series of 
the Telegraph stamps has been in the able
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hands o f Mr. C. S. F. Crofton, supplemented 
by much information gathered together by 
Mr. C. Stewart-W ilson.

T h e chief cost o f this book lies in the 
illustrations. T here are no less than twenty- 
three full-sized plates, most o f which have 
been produced by the expensive but 
excellent photogravure process ; this, while 
it adds enormously to the cost o f  the book, 
also adds to its usefulness, as it enables us to 
show at a glance the smallest difference due 
to retouching the dies or plates, and also to 
indicate the many varieties of local over
prints on Official and other stamps. T his 
important book should be in the hands o f all 
who are interested in the stamps o f British 
India.

T he edition is a very limited one and will 
probably be quickly exhausted.

Price 40s.; post-free in Great Britain, 
40s. 6 d . ; abroad, 41s. 6d.

Indian P h ila te lic  E xh ib ition
In the August number o f P . J . o f  /., I 
find the programm e of an Exhibition that 
will be held in Calcutta during the coming 
winter.

T h e Exhibition is open to all exhibitors, 
whether members of the Society or not.

Adhesive stamps only will be admitted.
Stamps must be mounted on sheets 

measuring 11 in. by S f in. Collections o f 
stamps in bound books will not be accepted. 
Notice from intending exhibitors o f their 
intention to exhibit and of the approxi
mate number o f sheets must reach the 
Hon. Secretary before 15 November, and 
exhibits must be delivered in Calcutta before 
1 December, 1907.

Awards will be made on the following 
b a sis : Com pleteness, 50 per cent ; condi
tion, 20 per c e n t; rarity, 20 per c e n t; 
arrangement, 10 per cent.

T h e following are the chief classes : —

SECTION I.— BRITISH EMPIRE
Class 1.— Great Britain.
Class II.— British India.
Class III .— A ny three o f the Indian “ Con

vention ” States.
Class IV .— A ny single State o f  the Indian 

“  Feudatory ” States (limited to three entries 
for any single exhibitor).

Class V .— A n y single European or Asiatic 
British Colony (limited to three entries for 
any single exhibitor).

Class V I .- -A n y  two Australasian Colonies.
C lass V I I .— A n y single Am erican British, 

excluding W est Indies (limited to three 
entries for any single exhibitor).

Class X I 11-— A ny three W est Indian 
British Colonies.

Class IX . —  A ny two African British 
Colonies.

SECTION II.— FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Class I.— A n y single. European Country 

or European Colony (limited to three entries 
for any single exhibitor).

Class II.— A n y single Asiatic Country 
(limited to two entries for any single ex
hibitor).

Class III.— United States.
Class IV'.— A ny other Foreign Country 

not included in Classes I or 11 (limited to 
two entries for any single exhibitor).

SECTION III.— SPECIAL
Class I.— A n y twenty-five rarities o f the 

British Em pire, each stamp to be worth not 
less than ^25.

Class II.— A n y twenty-five rarities o f  any 
Foreign Countries, each stamp to be worth 
not less than ^ 25.

Class III.— A n y twenty-five rarities of 
India or N ative States.

SECTION IV.— NON-POSTAL
Class I. —  Fiscals and Telegraphs of 

British India.
Class II.— Fiscals and Telegraphs o f any 

other Country or Colony.
Class III.— A ny other special exhibit of 

any objects o f  “  philatelic ” interest.

A ll communications relating to the E x 
hibition should be addressed—

B. Gordon Jones,
7 Mangob L ane, C alcutta .

I trust that many of my readers will 
exhibit in Calcutta, and thus show fellow- 
collectors in India the style upon which 
collections o f real interest are built in this 
country.

I hope to publish further particulars in 
due course.

P o sta g e  S tam p  E xh ib itio n  a t  R otterdam
I h a v e  received the catalogue, with a  list of 
awards, of a very successful Exhibition of 
Postage Stamps that took place between 
July 20th and 28th last, in Rotterdam. The 
Exhibition was open from five to ten each 
day, and was visited by  a  large number of 
collectors. T h e  president o f the committee 
was our friend Mr. A . M. van Hoek, and 
the secretary Mr. J. H. van Rede.

T he chief awards were gained, firstly, by 
Baron Lehmann, with his magnificent col
lection o f the postage stamps o f Holland 
and her colonies. T his collection has been 
considerably improved and extended since 
the London Exhibition, and was beyond all 
doubt the finest collection o f these in the 
Exhibition.

Special prizes were also awarded to Herr
A . Hoevels, o f  Rotterdam, fo ra  collection of 
Holland and colonies, and the other special 
prize was awarded to H err D. M. de Heer.
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In the fine specialized collection o f Baron 
Lehmann the following rarities are worthy 
of special m ention:— H olland: 1867, 15 c., 
Type 2, perf. i2 i  x  12 ; 1867, 20 c., Type 1, 
pert io£ x 10; 1869, 2^ c., perf. 14 all round; 
1872, 25 c., perf. 14 all round, clean-cut 
holes; 1872, 20 c., perf. 14. 1881 : Unpaid
Letter stamps, i i  c., T ype 4, perf. n  J ; t i c . ,  
Type 2, perf. 1 1 | ; and 25 c., T yp e  4, perf. 
r 14. There are very few of the great collec
tions in this country that can show even one 
copy of the above Dutch rarities.

In Class II silver medals were awarded to 
Messrs. A. Hoevels and A. van Walraven. 
In the other classes silver and bronze medals 
were awarded almost entirely to collectors in 
Rotterdam, a few awards going to collectors 
in the Hague and Amsterdam, chief amongst 
the latter being a  gold medal to Mr. M. Z. 
Booleman.

I regret that my lack o f knowledge of the 
Dutch language prevents me giving fuller 
details about this seemingly rather important 
Exhibition.

Further Dotes on 
Tbe Bneitfuss Collection
B y  C H A R L E S  J . P H I L L I P S

T H E following volumes have been priced 
since the last notice, and can now be 
sent on approval to collectors who 

desire to see them ; or the collection as far 
as priced can be inspected during office hours 
at 391 Strand, London.

V O L U M E  X X V III
T urkey

A  fair but not at all a strong collection of 
the stamps o f this country'. Most of the 
greater rarities are missing. In the issue of 
1869 there are one or two good things, such 
as the native surcharge inverted, and a 
number of stamps perf. and part perf. In 
1876 there are three pairs o f the P re ” 
provisional on the green stamps with the sur
charge printed tlte-bhhe. In the Unpaid 
Letter stamps the collection includes that 
great rarity the 25 piastres printed in pale 
bistre-brown. T here is a very fair lot o f the 
local stamps for Constantinople, o f  the Kat- 
chak, and Mount Athos.

V O L U M E  X X IX
Persia

This is an extremely fine book, in fact the 
best collection o f Persian stamps that we 
have ever had. There are, first o f all, 
several pages of essays, followed by a 
beautiful series o f the issued stamps. In 
addition to a  large number o f sheets, Mr. 
Breitfuss has been able to secure unsevered 
strips of four, blocks o f four, or strips o f 
three, showing all the different varieties in 
the various settings o f the old issues. These 
are now very scarce, and it is difficult to find 
all the types in an unsevered condition. In 
the issue of 1875 there is a very scarce tite- 
bkhe of the 8 ch., green. T he collection 
contains quite a number o f unchronicled 
varieties, such as stamps printed upon both 
sides, stamps imperf. between, etc. etc. 
Altogether this is a  very fine book and has 
been well worked out.

V O L U M E  X X X V III
B o sn ia

A  very fine specialized collection arranged 
after the article written by Mr. Frank 
Phillips in the M onthly Journal. This book 
is very strong in the old issues and first 
printings, and includes a very large number 
o f scarce varieties. It is quite a  special
ized book and one which will well repay 
examination.

V O L U M E  X X X IX
C orea

Here is a whole volume o f this small 
country, in which Mr. Breitfuss was much 
interested, and which he has thoroughly 
worked out. T he book includes a large 
number o f provisionals and early issues on 
letters, and is a  fine specialized collection, 
but with nothing to which I have to draw 
special attention.

V O L U M E  L III  
R ou m an ia

This is a  grand volume, containing a 
number o f rarities. In the first issue, the 
circular stamps o f 1838, I note one o f the 
27 p., four o f the 54 p., one of the 81 p. used, 
and one o f the 108 p. A  very fine and 
valuable page. In the issue o f 1st November, 
1858, a very great rarity is a  genuine 
original unused of the 3 p., black on blue 
paper, a stamp that we had never possessed 
before we bought this collection. There 
is also a good used specimen o f this stamp. 
T h e  following issues are very strongly repre
sented by singles and pairs, and a number 
o f stamps on letters. There are also six 
entire sheets of the stamps o f 1838 and 1862. 
In the issue of 1876 there are several 
varieties we have not had previously, includ
ing stamps imperf. used, and stamps printed 
on both sides. A  very interesting thing in 

| the issue o f September, 1877, is a block of



GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y184

four of the blue stamp. Three of the stamps 
are the 10 b., blue, and the fourth stamp is 
the very rare error 5 b., blue. T his block is 
postmarked “ Folticeni,” and is dated 18 
N ov. ’79. T he block was bought from 
Moens in November, 1880, for four shillings, 
and is now valued at twenty pounds. The 
error has been separated, but rejoined, and

of course this can easily be proved by the 
postmark. T his is one of the most satis
factory of these errors that we have ever 
seen. T he later issues are very complete in 
their different perforations, and include quite 
a number of good uncatalogued varieties, 
which will be noted in due course.

{To be continued.)

J i n  U n p u b l i s h e d  J l c c o u n t  o f  P e r s o n a l  l U o n k  

i n  t h e  I n t e r e s t s  o f  P e n n y  P o s t a g e

B y  P L A I N  A N C H O R

GE O R G E  M O F F A T T ’S name has not 
been accorded the eminence it de
serves. By the courtesy of his son, I 

am able to give your readers the following 
account of his share in the arduous and 
lengthy struggle to overcome the prejudices 
o f officials (who, as Mr. Henniker Heaton 
has said, may sometimes resemble the pupil 
o f  the eye— the more light you pour into it, 
the more it contracts) and of a  Government 
already hampered by want o f revenue.

G eorge Moflfatt it was who formed the 
“  Mercantile Com mittee on Postage,” con
sisting of such men of influence as John 
Dillon, John Travers, \V. H. Ashurst, the 
founder of the eminent firm of Messrs. A sh
urst, Morris Crisp & Co., and Joshua Bates 
o f Messrs. Baring Bros. He collected sub
scriptions, started and edited \he Post Circu
lar, a publication advocating a cheap and 
uniform penny postage.

He commenced an agitation throughout 
the country, and forwarded gratuitously the 
ably written P o st Circular  to all chambers 
o f commerce and mercantile bodies, enclos
ing forms of petitions to Parliament in 
favour of the scheme, at the same time 
bearing nearly the whole of the cost. Fur
ther, he assisted Cobden, whilst the Corn 
Law  League Circular  had its origin in his 
Post Circular.

In his own words, “ I fought under the 
name of my Committee with my real help
mate, Mr. Henry Cole, c.is.”, and eventually 
he reaped the satisfactory conscientiousness 
that he had done great service to civiliza
tion.

George Mofifattwithcharacteristic modesty 
relates how he bought Rowland Hill’s first 
pamphlet, which had attracted little public 
attention. Rowland Hill told him he was 
o f  the opinion that the scheme would have 
to wait for years, he having failed to in
terest influential City people in it. Not so 
our friend ; he inaugurated a public meeting 
at the Jerusalem Coffee House at which the 
M ercantile Committee was formed, of which 
Joshua Bates was appointed Chairman, and

he Treasurer. Mr. Travers moved, and it 
was carried, “  T hat one should be a  quorum, 
and that one the Treasurer.” T h is shows 
us how individuality told, and Robert 
W allace being interested, Mr. Moflfatt, with 
his help, succeeded in getting a Parliamentary 
Com mittee on Postage appointed. W ith 
the assistance o f M r. Cole, Mr. Mofiatt put 
the evidence to be placed before the Com 
mittee into form ; the provincial towns were 
placarded, and the Press posted with facts 
and figures. T h e Com mittee sat for two 
sessions, and had to be attended without 
intermission.

T h e national revenue was in an unsatis
factory state, and Spring Rice, the Chancel
lor o f  the Exchequer, was most unwilling to 
be involved in the deficit which would be 
inevitable by the reduction o f  the then 
average rate o f 7d. per letter to id ., so that 
even when the Committee recommended 
this rate, M offalt’s labours were by no means 
ended, and the outside agitation had to be 
largely and indefinitely extended ; public 
enthusiasm increased, but subscriptions did 
not come in, and the Treasurer had to sus
tain the whole brunt o f the outlay. He 
eventually formed a  deputation o f no less 
than one hundred and fifty members, who 
assem bled on 2 M ay, 1839, at Downing 
Street, to introduce the Mercantile Com 
mittee, who succeeded in influencing Spring 
Rice to introduce a resolution in the House 
in favour of penny postage, which, however, 
he did in a feeble and apologetic speech. 
T he resolution was opposed by Sir Robert 
Peel on the grounds that “ the present 
financial condition of the country did not 
warrant the experiment.” Sir Robert Peel’s 
resolution would have been carried but for 
the timely intervention o f the Earl Lonsdale.

A t early dawn on 12 July, 1839, the divi
sion took place for “  the uniform rate of one 
penny,” Ayes, 184; Noes, 125; and the 
Treasurer of the Mercantile Committee, in 
his own words, “ rode to his home on the 
Surrey hills, on that bright morning while 
London was sleeping, the happiest man in
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England, in that division having found the 
recompense for two years’ toil, sneers, sar
casms, and adverse criticisms, and the more 
substantial disadvantages of having n eg
lected a large business in which he had no 
partner.”

The victory gained, the Treasurer sent a 
cheque for a hundred guineas to the solici
tor, Mr. Ashurst, who magnanimously re
fused to increase the outlay which had been 
incurred. Later, Mr. Moffatt had the satis
faction of obtaining the appointment of 
Solicitor to the Post Office for Mr. Ashurst’s 
son.

Writing on 24 June, 1865, to Colonel 
Tryon, Rowland Hill sa id : “ That the 
change which during the last twenty-five 
years has been effected in our postal system 
has proved advantageous, few now, 1 pre
sume, have any doubt; but when the measure 
was first proposed, its advocates were to be 
found only amongst those who, earnestly 
desiring to advance the public welfare, were 
willing to share with me the risk o f pro
moting a scheme which certainly might fail, 
and which some even among the liberal- 
minded of that day considered altogether 
‘ wild and visionary.’ Am ong the earliest, 
the most reliable, and most energetic friends 
of penny postage, Mr. Moffatt stands con
spicuous__ He, till then an entire stranger to
me, volunteered to undertake the formation 
of the ‘ Mercantile Committee on Postage ’ 
(in the proceedings of which he took a  most

*85

active part), and to raise funds for the pur
pose, under its direction, of more effectually 
rousing public attention to my plans, and 
o f  engaging legal and other aid in collect
ing evidence, and by these means bringing 
the facts o f the case fully before the Parlia
mentary Committee. This Mr. Moffatt 
accomplished in the most efficient manner, 
and 1 firmly believe that but for his great 
exertions the main principle o f my plan—  
that o f a low and uniform rate, which after 
all was adopted only by the casting vote of 
the Chairman— would not have been affirmed 
by the Parliamentary Committee. From 
that time to the present, in all times of 
difficulty and trouble— and they have been 
many— I have invariably found Mr. Moffatt 
ready to set aside other engagements, how
ever pressing, and to afford me his able, 
judicious, and energetic assistance.

“ Believing that these facts will not be 
thought uninteresting or unimportant, . . .  I 
take the liberty o f troubling you with this 
communication, and request you will make 
any use o f it you may think proper.

“  I have the honour to be, Sir,
“ Your most obedient servant, 

“ R o w la n d  H ii .l .”

I am proud to have been given the oppor
tunity o f writing this small tribute to the 
memory o f such men, to whom the country 
owes so much.

Tbe Stamps of Depal
B y  M A J O R  E . B . E V A N S

REPRINTED FROM THE "MONTHLY JOURNAL" 
Issue of 1903-4

H E  varieties which I place in this issue 
vary somewhat in status:—

The  ̂ anna may be said to be 
merely a continuation of the previous issue, 
but there is a marked deterioration in the 
printing ; the sheets I have seen are on very 
inferior, rough paper, full of large fibres, and 
of a dirty bu]jF tint. The seventh stamp in 
the top row is inverted, as previously men
tioned. T he frame lines have ceased to 
print, or nearly s o ; I find only traces of 
them on the sheets examined. The colour 
is nominally the same as before, and the 
sheets exist imperforate and perforated.

The 1 anna is practically a new stamp ; 
the centre is solid or mottled, there is no 
trace of any design on the great majority of 
the stamps on the sheet, and No. 24, the 
recut variety alluded to before, is the only 
one in which distinct traces o f the design 
now exist. The lines in the frame of the

design have been recut, and this seems to 
have been done to each separate block, so 
that I believe there are now sixty-four va
rieties on the sheet, which could be identified 
if the impressions were sufficiently clear. 
T h e lines are coarser, and there are, 1 
believe, fewer of them in every case, but 
they vary considerably, and are not always 
easy to count. In the original design o f the 
1 a. there were 31 coloured lines in the 
top of the frame ; in the sheet before me, 
taking two marked varieties, No. 56 has 
only 18 or 19 lines at top, and No. 62 has 28 
— in the case of the latter the original lines 
seem only to have been cleaned out, and are 
reduced in number by a little extension of 
the corner ornaments. The rest may be 
said to vary between these two extremes. 
The inscriptions on the stamps are far less 
clear than before : it would almost seem as 
if the dirt cleared out from the lines in the 
frames had been allowed to accumulate in
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the lettered la b e ls ; it is really difficult in 
many cases to see whether the stamps are 
the right way up or n o t ; I find that Nos. 15, 
18, 23, 27, 37, 40, 41, 51, and 64 are in
verted. §g*&tnai BOflSG W -

There is no marginal inscription, and I 
am doubtful whether there are regular frame 
lines ; the uncertain marks sometimes visible 
in the margins may be produced by the 
edges o f the frame that holds the blocks. 
T he impression varies considerably in colour, 
and the native paper varies both in colour 
and in thickness.

A  remarkable point in connexion with this 
issue is the fact that impressions from the 
recut plate o f the 1 a. are found upon 
ordinary white wove European paper. I 
have two tete-beche pairs, the positions o f  
which upon the sheet I can identify, in two 
distinct varieties o f blue (therefore not 
printed at the same time), one imperforate 
and the other perforated. These appear to 
be scarce, and it is possible that they should 
be regarded as proofs, but I have no evi
dence that such is the case, and therefore 
list them as varieties.

T h e 2 annas stamp is o f  the same type as 
before, but there has been a resetting o f  the 
plate o f fifty-six, which now has four in
verted stamps, Nos. 8, 9, 19, and 49 on the 
sheet. No. 8 no longer shows a dent in one 
side ; the original block has probably been 
replaced by one of those from the eighth 
row. There is no marginal inscription, and 
there are only doubtful impressions o f frame 
lines, as in the 1 a. sheets described above. 
The impression is a kind of lavender tint, 
varying to a pale purple, on thin native 
paper, which also varies in tint. These 
exist both imperforate and perforated.

W hether there is a 4 annas stamp also 
without marginal inscription I am unable to 
s a y ; I possess a block o f six, from the 
right lower corner o f a sheet, still showing 
No. 54 inverted and only differing from the 
last-described sheet o f this value in being a 
rather worse impression, and in having the 
doubtful frame lines. Single copies could 
not be distinguished from the stamps o f  
1899. M y block is imperforate.

T h e list will be as follows :—

I. Native paper1
(a) Thiekish, very rough, and a bad colour (1904).

4 a., sepia (imperf.).
4 a. „  (pin-perf.).

Varieties, ttte-beche.
4 a ., sepia (imperf.).
4 a. „  (pin-perf.). •

(b) Thin andfairly smooth paper, varying in tint
(the 1 a. recut),

1 a ., grey-blue, deep blue (imperf.).
1 a. » „  (pin-perf.).
2 a., lavender (imperf.).
2 a., pale purple (pin-perf.).

Varieties, tete-beche.
I a., grey-blue, deep blue (imperf.).
1 a. „  (pin-perf.).
2 a., lavender (imperf.).
2 a., pale purple (pin-perf.).

(a) Thick, almost white, smooth paper,
I a., slate-grey (pin-perf.).

Variety, tfte-blche.
I a., slate-grey (pin-perf.).

2. White, wove, European paper,
I a., light blue (imperf.).
I a., dark ,, (pin-perf.).

Varieties, tcte-bcche,
I a., light blue (imperf.).
1 a., dark ,, (pin-perf.).

In describing some o f the above as im
perforate only, and others as perforated only, 
1 have simply been guided by what I have 
se e n ; all shades may exist in both condi
tions.

T his concludes the list o f  the adhesives, 
so far as 1 have seen them. T h e  various 
settings are perhaps only o f  interest to 
collectors o f entire sheets ; still, the general 
collector may be glad to know something 
about the relative rarity o f  ttte-beche pairs. 
T h e variations in the native paper may be 
more irregular than would appear from my 
notes, which merely indicate what I have 
found, viz. thinnish paper at first, with in
scriptions in the four m argins; thicker paper, 
sometimes very thick and stiff, for the 
stamps with inscription in the upper margin 
only, down to 1898; and a return to thin 
paper, in 1898 or 1899, at first o f  good 
quality (especially for the 4 a.), but after
wards very inferior. A t this same period we 
find a return to perforation, at all events for 
stamps supplied to collectors and dealers, 
which may perhaps indicate a  desire at last 
to increase the revenue o f the Post Office. 
It is fair to add that any signs o f  such a 
desire have been singularly absent hitherto 
in this State.

Then we come to the recutting o f the 
1 anna plate, not by any means before it was 
wanted, but unfortunately done in a  very 
rough m an ner; with impressions from the 
recut plate, principally upon thin native 
paper, but also upon thick, and upon Euro
pean paper, and, of course, with or without 
perforation.

T H E  V E S T  S T A M P  H IN G E S
W e have prepared a new stamp hinge, of con

venient size, put up in air-tight tin boxes, each 
containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. 

Post-free, 7d. per box.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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American Dotes and Dews
B y  E U S T A C E  B . P O W E R

Purchase of the L eavy Collection

I H A V E  great pleasure in announcing 
that we have been fortunate enough to 
purchase the magnificent collection of 

Salvador, on which Mr. Leavy has spent 
many months of excellent philatelic study. 
The collection itself, which priced up to 
considerably over $3000, has been sold, 
intact, to a client on this side o f the ditch ; 
but the results o f Mr. Leavy’s labours are 
not to be lost, as my firm will completely re
write this country in the new Catalogue, and, 
with a reliable guide to the stamps and 
explicit notes as to the reprints and WORSE 
that have for years been dealt in by every 
dealer, we shall have a good-sized boom 
in this country. I m ay mention that I have 
sold over $5000 worth of the stamps o f this 
country, which shows that it has hardly yet 
passed into a state o f innocuous desuetude.

1907-8 C atalogues
S p e a k i n g  of catalogues reminds me that 
we are already receiving queries as to the 
date o f issue for our next Catalogue. London 
tells me they are only just beginning to 
go at the proofs, so that no Catalogue need 
be looked for until about Christmas at the 
earliest. This will not give many of our 
competitors a  chance to crib our prices 
(whether they have the goods or not), and 
American collectors can well afford to wait 
until THE Catalogue really does come out. 
If any of my readers want to be early and so 
avoid the rush, they can send us 81.16, and 
they will be duly enrolled on the list of those 
whose foresight greatly exceeded their hind
sight. Another publication, now on hand, 
is Vol. II o f A lbum  Weeds, and it can be 
supplied for S2.25, post-free 82.40; the entire 
work o f two volumes for 84.50, post-free 
84.80.

Approval Books
A m e r i c a n  readers are reminded that we 
here in New Y ork have some very fine 
approval selections o f British Colonials 
mounted in little red books, which will 
gladly be sent to earnest buyers whose ex
penditures run from 81 upwards, but they 
are quite useless to those who merely desire 
to purchase a  few odd penny stamps, as they 
do not contain th's class o f commodity.

New  W eek ly
I a m  indebted to Mr. Redfield for a  copy 
of his new paper called Red field 's Stamp 
Weekly. It is a most excellent little pub

lication, and" I wish it all success. M y firm

have, o f course, secured advertising space, 
which is to be found in the usual position 
on the front page. Those who feel they 
cannot afford the 81.60 that G. S . IV. costs,
I recommend to write to Mr. Scott F. 
Redfield, o f Smethport, Pa., and send him 
the humble half-dollar as a subscription.

I lately saw some local stamps that were 
issued in either Denmark or Scandinavia— I 
don’t remember which— but they had the 
most extraordinary inscription of GOOSFRI- 
MARKE on them. I should like to know 
whether these are stamps that are used 
in heaven, to heaven, or by heavens what 
they are ' I had just thought o f pricing 
them at about a dime apiece, but after very 
mature consideration, I think I’ll go without 
the dimes and hang on to the stamps, as 
they may be very useful to me when I get
to----- W hat’s that ? W ell, “ perhaps you’re
right.”

If any o f my readers have $3250 that 
he doesn’t know what to do with, I shall 
be glad to take it and give in exchange 
a good used copy o f the id. “ Post O ffice” 
first issue Mauritius, which is in stock. 
W orcester (Mass.) readers please take notice.

Speaking of W orcester reminds me that I 
have not yet publicly acknowledged the de
lightful time given to me there by my friend 
Mr. Frank L . Coes, during my recent trip.

Coes is a  right good sort, has a factory 
that squeezes bar iron into monkey wrenches 
and lots o f other stunts, and he must be of 
quite a  discerning nature, as he sends to 
England for his motor cycles. T he mere 
fact that the U nited States Customs took 
the things to bits to see if  there were any 
diamonds hidden in the spark plugs didn’t 
seem to worry Coes much ; but the lan
gu age— oh 1 the language he used 1 Any- 
oldhow, he has his little fun with his stamps, 
and so forth, and is a  prime favourite at 198. 
H e doesn’t often come to see us, but when 
he does we lock up the silverware and nail 
down the rugs, and prepare to receive 
cavalry.

B y the time these notes get into print (if 
they pass the censor), I shall be th nking o f 
returning to New York for a  brisk winter’s 
trade, i .u r  stock is in good shape, our new 
issue service better than ever, and if you’re 
collecting stamps, and want to get what 
you’re looking for, write to us at 198 Broad
way, and we’ll do things to that want list.

[Out o f deference to our able New Y ork 
hustler we publish this letter, but we trust 
that in future he will stick to Philately and 
mundane affairs.— E d . G .S .W .]
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Ilcto l$$ue$
By FRANK PH ILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that a ll m atters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips, 
3 9 1 8 trand, London. W .C., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
Information concerning issues o f  stam ps new or projected. News from  the colonics in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany th e  information, and should be sen t to the above- 
mentioned address.

Abyssinia.— We have been shown by Messrs. 
T . Champion & Co. a set of ordinary postage 
stamps with yet another overprint, consisting of a 
word in Arabic characters and a denomination in 
plain figures. The Postage Due set, overprinted 
t a x e  a PERCEvoiR T , has also been similarly 
treated as regards denominations.

* 1 / 4 *

1907. Overprinted with Arabic inscription and with 
denomination, a s above types,  in  violet.

Unused. Used.
s. d. x. d.

I g r e e n ....................................— —
4 g.. r e d .....................................— —
1 g., b l u e ......................................... — —
2 g., brown —
4 g., claret —
8 g., l i l a c .....................................—  —

*6 g., b l a c k .....................................—  —

Postage D ue Stamps.
1905. Series already overprinted with  Type 23, further  

overprinted with denomination, as above, in violet.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. s. d.
1 g., green 
4 g „  red
1 g., blue
2 g., brown 
4 g., claret 
8 g., lilac

16 g., black

A ntigua.— We have just received a supply of 
the 2$d., black and ultramarine, on chalk-surfaced 
paper, watermarked Crown CC. In our issue of

29 June, we chronicled the }d. all green, and the 
2^d. ultramarine; we now think that our infor
mation was premature, as our latest supplies of 
the id . were bicoloured, on ordinary paper, and 
of the 2jd. as stated above. We would therefore 
ask our readers to delete the chronicle of the two 
stamps referred to.

Centre in  black. W in k .C r . C C . Chalky paper.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.
ajd., black and ultramarine . 0 4  —

Bosnia and H erzegovina.— We have seen a 
copy of the 5 c., green, chronicled in the 
Supplement, in a distinct shade of yellow-green, 
quite different from the original colour of the 
stamp. We have, as yet, only seen this colour in 
the case of the perf. 12$, but there is no reason 
why it should not exist in some of the many other 
perforations.

Pictoria l type. Per/, 12J.

S (h.), yellow-green

New shade.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.

B ulgaria.— Mr. W. T. Wilson, of Birming
ham, has been kind enough to forward us speci
mens of the three Commemorative stamps 
described in our issue of 7 Septeml>er. He in
forms us that our contemporary the Phifatelisten* 
Zeitung wrong in stating that they were for 
inland use only, as they also nave franking power 
abroad.
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The three stamps are similar in design, and we 
now illustrate the 5 stotinki; they are perforated

\Ve were again misled as to the colour of the 
10 stot., which cannot by any stretch of imagina* 
tion be called carmine, it being brownish pink. 
We were also confused by our previous dates 
being according to the old calendar, and we now 
learn that the stamps were so be on sale from 28 
August to 10 September, if the supply lasted. 
The numbers printed were as follows: —

5 st. . . 500,000
10 st. . . 500,000
25 st. . . 200,oco

Crete.— We now illustrate the two stamps 
described in our issue of 7 September, specimens 
of which were kindly forwarded to us by Sergeant
K. Ashby. He informs us that the stamps were 
first issued on 28 August, and also that although 
the old 1 drachma of the 1905 issue may still be 
used, the 25 lepta, both of the issue of 1900 and of 
1905, is no longer available for postage, and all 
copies in the island have been called in by the 
Post Office.

Centre in black* Per/. 14, 14$.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

35 1., black and blue . . . 0 4  —*
r dr. „  and green . . .  t 2 —

Ecuador.— Our New York house received on 
letters four fiscal stamps, rendered available for 
postage and carrying an overprint in black, simi* 
iar to the illustration given below, except that the 
date reads “  1907 y  1908,” instead of ** 1903 
Y 1904.’* The meaning of this overprint is 
that stamps bearing it are rendered available for 
use during the years 1907-8. We suppose that 
all fiscal stamps are not available for postal pur
poses, and that, for some reason unknown to us, 
such stamps are rendered available for short 
periods of time. I . is j«$t possible that there was 
a shortage of postage stamps previous to the issue 
of the new set, chronicled in our weekly of 
24 August, and that these fiscals were used to 
supply the deficiency.

Black surcharge dated11 1907 y  1908."
Unused. U s e d .  

s. d. s. d.
1 c., deep brown . . . .  — —
2 c., carmine . . . .  — —
5 c., ................................................. — —

io c., b l a c k ......................................... — —

H onduras.— Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. 
have shown us a set of the new stamps of this 
republic, except the 20 c., which has not yet been 
issued. The list in the Supplement requires some 
alteration, the stamps being perf. 14 and not 
perf. 12, and some of the colours are incorrectly 
described. As mentioned in the current M. J .,  
there are two distinct colours in the 2 c.

unuseu. usca.
s. d. s. d.

1 c., g r e e n ...................— —
2 c., brown-red . . . .  — —
a c., l a k e ...................—
5 c., deep blue . . . .  — —
6 c., violet —

xoc., s e p i a ...................— —
50 c., claret — —

ip .,  o ra n g e ...................— —

M aldives.— We take the following paragraph 
from the Monthly Journal ( 3 1 .8 .0 7 ) A scandal* 
ous, and we would hope exaggerated, tale in 
VAnnonce Timbrologique illustrates the troubles 
and difficulties which sometimes affiict those 
collectors who endeavour to import stamps direct. 
A  correspondent of that journal states that he 
sent out 15 rupees to the postmaster of these 
islands with a request for stamps to that amount, 
and received three months later 10 rupees, with a 
letter to the following effect: “  In reply, I regret 
to inform you that 1 am unable to comply with 
your request, as I have only a limited supply of 
these stamps on hand. I therefore send you 
10 rupees in Ceylon notes; the sum of R. 4.65 
has been deducted for expenses, etc.”

Our contemporary adds that, as the balance 
35 c. might be supposed to represent the cost of 
postage and registration (27 c.) and the sheet of 
paper used for the letter, the “ etceteras”  must 
nave come to R. 4.6$, which seems a large 
amount for such luxuries!
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N ew  South W ales.— Messrs. Fred Hagen, 
Ltd., of Sydney, send us a fine block of the 
5s., purple, watermarked “ 5/-” , perforated 11 
horizontally and imperforate between. The two 
outside edges of the block are also perforated 11, 
only one vertical line being missed ; this could 
easily happen, as these stamps were perforated 
with a guillotine machine, doing one row at a 
time.

Wmk. "  5/-”. Per/. 11 on three sides, a n d  imfier/. 
on one 0 / the horizontal sides.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s . d.

5^, purple . . —  —

N ew  Zealand.— Messrs. Wilcox, Smith & 
Co., of Dunedin, inform us that the 3d., brown, 
watermark N Z and Star, perforated 14, exists 
in two distinct colours, similar to those of the 
perf. 11. The colour that has just come to hand 
is the bistred>rown, which is evidently a con
siderably later printing than the brown, as the 
plate shows distinct signs of wear. In fact, the 
ground of the centre design, consisting of two 
Huia birds, is entirely missing, the birds being 
apparently on a white ground.

Then, returning to the perf. 11, we had 
chronicled a ?s., blue-green, in the Catalogue 
(No. 283). Messrs. Smith send us a copy of this 
2s. in a deep blue-green, by contrast with which 
we must call No. 283 green. This also applies to 
the perf. 14, No. 298.

We have received a small supply of the id. 
Postage Due stamp, perforated 14, which we 
chronicled in our issue of 7 September. We now 
see that the colour of the frame has been 
changed from a deep green to a yellow-green. 
We therefore rechronicle this stamp in its proper 
colour, and we hope that our foreign contempo
raries will not be led into error and chronicle 
both shades, as they have sometimes done before, 
in similar cases.

Postage D ue. Wmk. N Z an d Star. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id., red and yellow-green . —  —

N icaragua. —  Erven's Weekly Stamp News
(31.8.07) chronicles another value surcharged 
for the department of Zelaya; our contemporary 
does not state which issue is thus overprinted, 
but we learn from MekeePs Weekly Stamp News
(24.8.07) that it is the Waterlow print. Three 
minor varieties are also noted as follows:—

(i.) No stop after “  Dpto.”  (ii.) No stop after 
“ cent.”  (iii.) Italic “ a ”  in “ Zelaya. *

Waterlow print. Overprinted M B— Dpto. Zelaya” 
(Type Z 4), and surcharged, in black, as above.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

5 c. on 4 c., brownish orange . . — —

Wmk. N Z and S ta r. Per/, it.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
283. 98., jr r e e n  • . 4 0 2 8
283a. 28., blue-green . . •— —

Wmk. N Z and Star, Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

4 s. d. s. d.
290a. 3d., btstre-brown . . —  —
398. 2s., green . . 2 8  —
298a. 2s., blue-green . . — —

Northern N igeria.— Another value on mul
tiple-watermarked, chalk - surfaced paper is 
chronicled by the London Philatelist (27.8.07). 
So far this is the fourth value of the set to appear 
on this paper.

Wmk. M ultifile Cr. C A.

£d., purple and green

Chalky fiafier. ' Per/. 14. 
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
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Portugal.— Mr. J. N. Marsden, of Lisbon, 
has brought several new discoveries in Portugal 
to our notice. Three new stamps have been seen 
without figures of value in the tablet, the (50) reis 
being in the colour of the 1905 issue, No. 386 in 
the Catalogue. Another value, the 25 r., has no 
figures of value in the tablet, but they are to be 
found upside down at the top of the stamp. The 
stamps are printed in two operations: first, 
everything except the value; and second, the 
value in black. It will be seen in the case of the 
last-mentioned variety the sheet of stamps was 
placed in the printing machine upside down for 
the second impression.

(i.) Figures o f  value emitted. P e r f  11$.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
(10) rets, green . . . .  — —
(ao) „ lilac................................— —
(so) ,, pale ultramarine . — —
(ii.) With the figures o f  value inverted, and a t top 

instead o f  at fo o t o f  stamp. P erf. 11$.
95 reis, carmine . . . .  — —

Salvador — We learn from the Bulletin .Men- 
suel de Tk. Champion (25.8.07) that three 
values of the 1906 issue have been seen over
printed in black with the old shield 12 mm. wide. 
We do not know the reason of this overprint and 
can only suggest that the old President Pedro 
Jose Escalon, whose portrait appears on this 
issue, is no longer in power.

Centre in black. Perf. : i. Overprinted with shield  1 a nun.
widex i*  black. Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
x c., black and green . . .  —  —
9 c. ,, „  red . . . .  —  —
3 c  „  ,, yellow . . .  —  —

Santander and C u cuta.— Mr. Ewen considers 
that we were rather hard on the Jacks-in-office 
responsible for the long list of surcharges 
chronicled in our issue of 20 July, and com
mented upon again 10 August. In E w en 's  
Weekly Stamp News 30.8.07) we read :—
. “  It is rather the fashion nowadays to consider

that anything coming from South America must 
be rubbish, but we see no reason why the above 
issue should not be perfectly bona-fide. Not one 
collector in a thousand nowadays takes the stamps 
of the Colombian Republic, therefore how can it 
be suggested that they are made for collectors? 
The face value of the above stamps is only £d., 
^d., and id. respectively, and even if too col
lectors of Cucuta could be found all over the 
world, the Post Office would add practically 
nothing to its revenue. The cause of these 
numerous issues is much more likely to be a sort 
of irresponsibility or absence of business methods 
plus the necessity of making a show of doing some 
work, and with inefficient materials. Look at 
the thousands of varieties created in the early 
days of Australia; Cucuta at its worst cannot 
come up to the Sydney View period.’*

If these things were to be obtained at face value 
we might be inclined to agree with Mr. Ewen, 
but, sad to relate, South American postal officials 
do speculate a little sometimes, and then we 
Absent-Minded Beggars have to “ Pay, Pay, 
Pay.**

Another reason for calling these stamps rubbish 
is that a decree dated 28 July, 1906, forbade the 
issue of Departmental postage stamps. We find 
Mr. Ewen makes use of the same argument with 
regard to Bolivar in Eweris Weekly Stamp News 
dated 24 August.

South Australia.— With regard to the 2$d. 
and 5d. chronicled by several of our contempo
raries as being issued with the watermark Crown 
over A , Mr. T. H. Welfare, of Adelaide, informs 
us that he has been allowed access to sheets in the 
General Post Office, and he finds that the 2£d., 
5d., 8d., iod., 2s. 6d., 5s., I Os., and £ 1  are still 
being issued Crown and S A. Mr. Welfare 
thinks that the mistake may have arisen from 
looking at individual stamps— the watermark in 
such cases is often hard to distinguish.

Perhaps a similar mistake was made in the case 
of the 2s. 6d., mauve, which was chronicled Crown 
over A  by the London Philatelist (5.07).

Southern Nigeria. —  In our issue of 24 
August we chronicled four new stamps, remarking 
that they were not likely to be issued for some 
time, specimen copies only having l>een seen.

Mr. F. W. Angus, of Lagos, Southern Nigeria, 
informs us that copies of the new id., carmine, are

now on sale at the General Post Office, Lagos, 
but none are to be obtained at the branch offices, 
nor have the postmasters official information 
regarding the new issue. Mr. Angus's letter was 
dated 12 August.

N.B.—The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, W.C.
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Philatelic Societies
L iv e r p o o l  P h ila t e lic  S o c ie ty

P reeident: J. H, M. Savage.
Hon. Secretary t A. $ . Allender, 71 Canning S treet, Liverpool.
M eeting*: Hotel St. Georg#, Lime Street, Liverpool.

Session 1907-8
Sept. 23. Paper: “ Crete,”  W . Macdonald Mac- 

kay. Display : Crete and Gibraltar.
Oct. 7. Notes on “  English used Abroad,” J. J.

Bernstein. Display: English used A- 
broad; Norway.

Oct. 21. Public Evening. Lecture by A. S.
Allender, “ Secret Marks of the Stamps 
of Europe.” (Illustrated with lantern 
slides.) General Display.

Nov. 4. Sale. Display: Victoria.
Nov. 18. Paper Porto Rico,” J. Gordon. Dis

play : Porto Rico and Niger Coast.
Dec. 9. Paper: “ British East A frica,” W .

Woodthorpe. D isplay: British East 
Africa and Bolivia.

Dec. 16. Notes on “ College Stamps,”  Dr. Acker- 
ley. D isplay: St. Helena and Hungary.

1908
Jan. 6. 

Jan. 20. 

Feb. 3.

Feb. 17. 
Mar. 2.

Mar. 16. 
Mar. 30.

April 13. 
April 27.

Paper: “ Sicily,” A. Phelps. Display: 
Sicily and Hong Kong.
Paper: “ British Guiana,” \V. Rockliff. 
D isplay: British Guiana and Baden. 
Paper: “  U. S. A ., 1847-69,”  \V. K.
Whitnall. Display: U.S.A. issues prior 
to 1870 and Natal.
Annual Dinner.
Paper: “  Egypt,”  H. Eaton. Display: 
Egypt and Transvaal.
Sale. Display: Italy.
Public Evening. Lecture by the Presi
dent: “ The Tw elve Rarest Stamps.” 
Display for Special Prize.
Annual Meeting.
Paper: “  The Collectingof Cut Squares,” 
Rev. Clark Hudson, M.A. Display: Gems 
of our Collections (20 Stamps).

Gibbons Stamp lileekly
A popular W eekly S tam p  Jo u rn a l for th e  

general co llector, and m ore esp ecially  for  
beginners and young collectors.

W E E K L Y  C O N TEN TS.
The Countries of the W orld, By W . P. Barnsdall. 
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. W ritten up to date and fully illus

trated. B y Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J. Phillips.
Notes on the Breitfuss Collection.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp Market. A chat on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.
Philatelic Diary of Coming Events.

PREPAID  SU BSCR IPTIO N S must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
12 months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6 .. 3s. 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25
12 „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order C . .S’. W . from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

Tbe monthly 3outtnal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS
T ub  M onthly Jo urn al is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

rs t— A  series of entirely Original Articles b y  
the leading Philatelic W riters of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

and.— A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

S U B S C R IP T IO N : 2/- p e r A nnum .
A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 

with the first number of a volume. Collectors who 
subscribe now will receive the back numbers of the 
current volume.

Ptinted by W. Brbndon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, Stanley G ibsons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
2t September, 1907.
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Countries of the ttlorid
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL 

Ecuador

T H E territory o f Ecuador is so named 
from its position under the line o f the 
equinoctial, it being crossed by the 

equator, and it includes the equatorial group 
of the Galapagos Islands in the Pacific. It 
occupies the shore o f the Pacific on the 
western side o f South America, from Colom
bia on the north to Peru on the south, and 
extends inland on the east to the borders of 
brazil. The boundaries between Ecuador and 
Colombia and between it and Peru are still 
subjects o f dispute. The former was referred

to the German Em peror as arbiter, under a  
Treaty o f 5 November, 1904.

T he three Republics o f Ecuador, Peru, and 
Bolivia m ake up the territory which once 
comprised the mighty empire of the Incas. 
T hey are all somewhat alike in configura
tion and may be considered as one division 
o f the continent, each divided into three 
very distinct regions— the Andes, the coast, 
and the Montana or eastern forests. T he 
coast-line o f Ecuador embraces the G ulf o f 
Guayaquil, a spacious and beautiful body
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of water studded with islands (the largest 
being Puna), the only inlet of importance 
on the western side of South America T he 
coast district presents two entirely different 
aspects. From the Mira river, forming the 
boundary between Colombia and Ecuador, 
to a short distance south of the equator it is 
clothed with dense tropical vegetation, and 
some o f the reaches o f  the river Esm eraldas 
present scenes o f surpassing beauty. T o  
the south vegetation is stunted and the coast 
becomes barren.

T h e Andes traverse the whole country 
from north to south in two great ranges, 
and contain the loftiest active volcanoes in 
the world. T h e western or maritime range 
is distinguished by the mass o f Pichincha 
(15,918 feet), overhanging the city o f Quito, 
and the dome-shaped Chimborazo (20,498 
feet above the sea), long regarded as the 
loftiest point o f the globe. The inland range 
has Cotopaxi (19,613 feet), still active, the 
most beautiful of all volcanoes, and one o f 
the most terrible in its eruptions ; Antisana 
0 9 ,3 3 5  feet), and Cavam be (19,186 feet), on 
the line of the equator. Many other sum
mits are not much inferior in height and 
have diversified features. T he volcano of 
M acas is remarkable for its exactly conical 
outline, and the snow lying on it in longi
tudinal stripes as well as for the cloud of 
smoke continually hovering over it. T h e 
truncated summit o f  E l A ltar is jagged with 
eight peaks of nearly equal elevation, and 
clad with an unbroken covering of snow. 
Tungaragua (16,690 feet), still active, is a 
bluff, irregular peak with a rounded apex 
capped with snow, which also descends in 
streaks far down its sides.

From the Andean basins many rivers flow 
westward and eastward. There is river 
communication throughout the principal 
agricultural districts on the low grounds to 
the west, by the rivers Guayas, Daule, and 
Vinces (navigable for 200 miles by river 
steamers in the rainy season), and other 
small affluents thereof. On the east the 
country is watered by the U pper Amazon. 
T he two basins o f Latacunga and Rio- 
bamba are watered by streams uniting to 
form the Pastaza, which crosses the eastern 
chain through a  narrow ravine and forming 
a  sublime cataract, dashes down a profound 
gorge into the Amazonian plain. Here 
there is some of the grandest scenery in the 
world.

T h e total area of Ecuador is about 1 16,000 
square miles, divided into sixteen provinces 
and one territory, with about 1,205,600 in
habitants, or if uncivilized Indians be in
cluded about 1,400,000 Included in the 
above statement are the Galapagos or T o r
toise Islands, with an area of 2400 square 
miles andi a population o f about 400. These 
islands are a volcanic group about 700 miles

from the mainland. Ten of the more im
portant have English names. Most are 
uninhabited, but are visited for the turtles 
o f immense size which frequent the shores. 
Hence the name galapago, the Spanish for 
“  tortoise.”

The natives o f the Andes o f Ecuador are 
of a race closely allied to the Inca Indians of 
Peru, copper-coloured, with long, straight 
hair, no beards, black eyes, and wide faces 
with large mouths. In the eastern forests 
there are numerous wandering tribes of a 
different race. Apart from the aboriginal 
Indians, the population consists o f Creoles 
o f more or less Spanish descent, negroes and 
mixed races who speak Spanish ; but at least 
two-thirds of the inhabitants of Ecuador are 
Indians speaking the Quicha language. 
Almost all the inhabitants are o f Roman 
Catholic faith, and education is much 
neglected, though primary education is 
gratuitous and obligatory. English began to 
be taught in the normal schools in 1900, 
about a dozen American teachers being 
employed.

Originally an independent people under 
their own “ S cy ris” or kings, they had their 
capital at Quito. These Indians were con
quered in about 1450 by the Incas, who in
troduced large colonies from Peru and 
enforced the use o f the Quicha language. 
Pizarro and his lieutenants conquered the 
country between 1531 and 1533, and in 1534 
the Spaniards took possession. From 1564 
Quito was governed by a President o f the 
Court o f Justice, under the Viceroy of Peru. 
In 1729 the Presidency o f Quito was placed 
under the newly created Viceroyalty of New 
Granada and so it continued until indepen
dence o f Spain was secured by the victory 
of Pichincha on 22 May, 1822. For eight 
years it was part o f the great Republic of 
Colombia, founded by Simon Bolivar. The 
Republic of Ecuador was constituted 11 
May, 1830, in consequence of a civil war 
which separated the members of the original 
Republic of Colombia. T he executive is 
vested in a President, elected for a term of 
four years, whilst the legislative power is 
given to a Congress of two Houses. The 
President now is General Eloy Alfaro, who 

•was elected 10 October, 1906.
The capital is Quito (80,000), the chief 

port is Guayaquil (70,000), and other im
portant towns are Cuenca (45,000), 8640 feet 
above the sea, the seat of an old university ; 
Riobamba (18,000); and Loja (10,000). 
Quito possesses the usual public buildings of 
a national capital. N o city perhaps occupies 
such a remarkable position. It stands on a 
tableland 9528 feet above the sea. The 
particular site is a kind o f ledge on the 
eastern side o f the volcano of Pichincha. 
T he summit can at no time be seen from the 
city, but from the great square no less than
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eleven snow-capped peaks are in sight. 
Such an elevation near the equator renders 
the climate very equable. T here is perpetual 
spring, and hence the common phrase of the 
“ evergreen Quito.” By a very short journey 
the traveller may ascend to the region of 
eternal frost or descend to tropical valleys.

The temperature in the low ground is very 
high. On the western slope of the Andes a 
hot, wet season lasts from December to May, 
with March as the wettest month. The 
eastern slopes are subject to the heavy rain
fall brought across the Amazonian plain by 
the trade winds.

The roads of the country are mostly bridle
paths only, and often impassable for half the 
year. Indeed, goods arriving at Guayaquil at 
the commencement o f the rainy season and 
destined for Quito, must wait till it is over 
before they can be dispatched. T he one high
way is from Quito towards Guayaquil for 
a distance of 115 miles, but the work of 
completing the connexion was long since 
abandoned. Railways are in an undeveloped 
state, but many concessions for new lines 
have been granted.

The inland correspondence amounts <0 
about 820,000 letters yearly, and the foreign 
correspondence to 1,809,000 letters and
6,347,000 newspapers and packets.

Ecuador having no mint, the coin o f the 
country is minted in England, the United 
States, and Peru. A  gold standard was 
established on 4 June, 1900, whereby the 
gold condor, equalling ten silver sucres, is 
equivalent to an English sovereign. T he 
suerd is so called from the likeness of 
Marshal Sucre (a former President) im
printed on the coin.

The staple produce of Ecuador is cocoa, 
which is grown in Los Rios and other 
provinces near the coast, and coffee is also 
cultivated. The rubber industry is impor
tant, whilst Peruvian bark is exported in 
small quantities. This medicinal product 
was once largely obtained from the woods on 
the Andes o f Loja, but the latter have been 
crippled by inconsiderate treatment. There 
are no manufactures of any consequence, 
Panama hats being the chief manufactured 
export. Ecuador is auriferous, but mining 
companies have had little success. T he 
country is known to be also rich in copper, 
iron, lead, and coal, whilst sulphur exists in 
great quantities in some districts.

The great geographical interest attaching 
to Ecuador, the classic ground of Condamine 
and Humboldt, lies in the magnificent series 
of lofty active and extinct volcanoes. T o 
the antiquary it is a region very interesting 
from the remains o f a past indigenous civili
zation. Rich in all the varied products of 
the temperate and tropical zones, it is a 
country o f magnificent future possibilities, 
but needing population for its development.
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I ts  P h ila te lic  H istory
The philatelic history of the country is 

not very interesting, and the stamps are dis
tinguished more by their quantity than their 
philatelic quality. Postal fiscals provide a 
goodly portion of the list, and Seebecks play 
a conspicuous part. Notwithstanding this, 
it is not a bad country for the ordinary 
general collector, as the stamps are cheap 
and make a  good display in an album. Some 
of the later stamps are handsome produc
tions and provide interesting portrait galleries 
of the country’s notabilities.

The first stamps were issued on 1 January,
1865, and consisted o f two values only, having 
for design the arms of the country and being 
lithographed on various papers. T h e latter 
were subject to m any changes up to and 
including 1872, but the colours were substan
tially blue for the b real and yellow or 
green for the 1 real, which then equalled 
about 5d. The stam ps o f 1 real, yellow, 
were used for foreign, and the others for 
inland postage. T h e sheets o f  the b real 
consisted o f eighty-four stamps (seven hori
zontal rows o f 12), and those o f  the 1 real of 
ninety stamps (ten horizontal rows o f  9), and 
were all imperforate.

( Jan., 1865. On various papers, hitperf.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
\ rl.t blue . ♦ 0 3 0 4
1 rl.t green . . 1 6 1 6
x rh, yellow . 0 4 0 9

In July, 1866, a  new value for foreign 
postage being required a  stamp of 4 reales 
was issued. It is only known on white wove 
paper, and was lithographed as before. The 
sheets consisted o f  104 stamps, eight horizon
tal rows o f  13, and the design again repre
sented the arms of Ecuador. T he stamps 
were, like the first issue, imperforate, and 
are fairly scarce.

July, 1866. 

4 rls., red

New value. Itnperf,
Unused, Used. 

s. <L t, d.
. . 10 o 7 6
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A t the end of 1872 perforated stamps were 
introduced, the i  rl. and r rl. appearing in 
new designs together with a new value of 
1 peso, all perforated by a single-line machine 
gauging 11, and being lithographed on white 
wove paper. The design was apparently 
copied from the first stamps of Costa Rica, 
but still represented the arms of Ecuador. 
Only stamps perforated 11 should be col
lected, as copies exist with a much larger 
and irregular perforation, and which were 
entirely unofficial and originally made to 
exploit collectors.

1872. .\V«» arm s tyfc Per/, n .
Unused. Used.

t. d. s. d.
i  rl., blue . . O 3 0 3
1 rl., orange ♦ O 9 0 6
1 p., rose . . . I O 2 0

( To he continued,.)

P L E A S E  N O T E
T h e  P r ic e s  q u o ted  in  th e  fo re g o in g  a rt ic le  o r e  ta k en  fr o m  o u r  p u b lis h e r s *  la te st  C a ta lo g u e , a n d  ore, 
t h e re fo r e , th e  P r ic e s  a t W hich S t a n le y  o  ib b o n s . L t d , ,  Will h o v e  p le a s u r e  in  s u p p ly in g  a n y  o f  the 
s t a m p s  th a t m a y  b e  n e e d e d  b y  a n y  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s •

Topical Dotes
B y  CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
T h e Monthly Journal,

ED IT E D  by Major E. B. Evans, main
tains its high character as the leading 
monthly publication for the advanced 

Philatelist.
The August number contained, amongst 

other good matter, the following important 
articles :—

“ The Electrotvped Postage Stamp from 
1879 to 1906 of Queensland,” by J. Bornefeld.

This important subject has been very 
carefully dealt with by Mr. Bornefeld, who 
has been greatly assisted by Mr. L. L. R. 
Hausburg, who most kindly not only placed 
his collection at the disposal of Mr. Borne
feld, but also aided him greatly in describing 
the types and in settling many important 
details. This article is illustrated by four 
full-sized plates of the various dies and 
types greatly enlarged, by the aid of which 
the various details can be clearly identified. 
This article should be studied by every one 
interested in the old Queensland stamps.

Monsieur L. Hanciau, so well known 
throughout the world as the editor o f Le  
Timbre-Posts for over thirty years and as the 
Philatelist of the house o f “ Moens,” con
tinues his marvellous article upon “  The 
Postal Issues of Italy and the Italian 
C olonies” ; this portion of the article deals 
with the early history and the first issue of 
Sardinia and gives us much new informa
tion. It will be continued every alternate 
month in the Monthly Journal, and should 
be studied by all who collect the most in
teresting stamps of the older Italian States.

The Auction Season
W11.1. be opened on Tuesday, t October 
next, by Messrs. Glendining &  Co., Ltd., at 
their galleries, 7 Argyll Street, Regent 
Street, London, W ., when they will have 
on sale over six hundred lots o f stamps. 
Amongst the better things I note :—

Naples.— Blue Arms.
Roumania, 1858.— 27 p., black on rose.
Transvaal.— About 50 lots, including tete- 

beche and other rare errors.
Mexico and Peru. —  Exceptionally large 

and important lots.
A  good lot o f Australians (120 lots), etc.

The second sale at the same address on 
15 and 16 October is a very important one, 
and contains, amongst other good things, two 
parcels to which I must draw attention :—

Sydney Views.— Three plates, viz. two of 
2d. and one o f 3d. ; these plates w ill be 
broken up and sold in singles, pairs, or 

| blocks. There are some very uncommon 
things in these lots, e g. 2d., Plate II, block 
of four, used, one stamp being the variety 
with pick and shovel omitted. 2d., Plate 111, 
second retouch, lilac-blue on laid paper, a 
superb strip o f four, one stamp being the 
variety fan with six segments.

These plates were originally made up by 
Mr. Castle and were sold by us to the late 
Grand Duke Alexis Michaelovitch of Russia, 
and will no doubt now realize considerably 
more than the prices we obtained for them 
some thirteen or fourteen years ago. In the 
same sale Messrs. Glendining are also offer
ing a superb collection o f British Post Office
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Telegraph stamps, including many rare 
plate numbers, imperforate varieties, etc. 
Of Oldenburg there is a  fine collection in 
about twenty-five lots. U gan d a: some 
choice early stamps, including a unique 
strip of seven stamps o f the io, 20, 40, 50, 
and 60 cowries.

United States.— An exceptionally fine lot, 
the gem of which is a  set o f  the 1880 re
issue on soft porous paper, complete 1 c. to 
90 c.

lioth the above catalogues were printed in 
August, and sent out to America, Kuropc, 
etc., in plenty o f time for commissions to be 
sent to London. Messrs. Glendining &  Co. 
charge 12A per cent, on stamps sold at their 
auctions, whereas some auctioneers m ay sell 
at 10 per c e n t, or even less, but by paying 
the higher rate o f commission the vendors 
undoubtedly obtain much more net for their 
stamps, owing to the enormous connexion 
that this firm has abroad, and to the fact 
that they make a point of issuing their cata
logues six weeks to two months before the 
sales, and are thus enabled to receive 
numerous bids from collectors many thou
sands o f miles away.

Only last season 1 was much impressed 
with the advantage o f giving long notice 
of important sales.

A well-known and highly esteemed col
lector entrusted a valuable lot o f duplicates 
to a certain firm to sell a t  auction. This 
firm apparently got out the catalogue in a 
rush, and I m yself received it only three 
days before the sale took place, consequently 
the leading buyers in Europe and America 
could not bid, and I am informed that most 
of the valuable lots had to be bought in.

Liberia to the Fore
1 have noticed lately that a good deal of 
public attention is being drawn to Liberia, 
and this is causing stamp collectors to turn 
their attention to the interesting issues of 
this little-known country. Only last year 
a powerful syndicate was formed, under the 
auspices of Sir H arry Johnston, the distin
guished African traveller : this syndicate has 
inaugurated the Liberian Development Char
tered Company, which has already spent some 
hundreds o f thousands of pounds in acquir
ing land and constructing roads, railways, 
telegraphs, etc. In February, 1906, two 
British officials were appointed to reorganize 
the Customs, etc., o f the Republic.

The Times, in an interesting leading 
article on 10 September last, states :—

The President of the Republic of Liberia, who 
was accompanied by the Hon. F. E. R. Johnson 
(Liberian Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs) 
and Mr. Henry Hayman (LiberianConsul-General 
in London), was introduced into His Majesty's

presence by the Rt. Hon. Sir Charles Hardinge 
(Permanent Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs).

The reception yesterday, by the King, of the 
Honourable Arthur Barclay, President of Liberia, 
is not only an incident of some picturesqueness in 
itself, but also an event of singular importance 
in the history of a State which possesses features 
of quite unique interest. Liberia, it is true, has 
not of late engaged any considerable amount of 
attention in other countries, though the experi
ment which it represents gave rise at one time to 
great expectations and also to fierce controversies. 
The little Republic, which is approximately equal 
in area to Holland and Belgium together, is 
bounded on the north-west by the British colony 
of Sierra Leone, and on the south and east by 
French territory, the limits of which have not 
been precisely ascertained. It was founded in 
1822, mainly by philanthropic effort, as a place 
of emancipated or escaped American slaves, under 
the protection, more or less formal, of the United 
States. In 1847 it was raised to the status of 
a free and independent Republic, which, having 
first been recognized by Great Britain and after
wards by France, ultimately received recognition 
from other countries, and, in 1861, from its 
American “ motherland.”  Its Constitution is a 
copy in miniature of that of the United States, 
with a President, a House of Representatives, a 
Senate, and a Supreme Court. The emancipated 
colonists appear, on the whole, to have been well 
received by the natives of the country, who are 
content to live under their rule, and who them
selves take no part in the government. Few of 
the present colonists, moreover, have themselves 
been in a servile condition; and the President, 
though a full-blooded negro, is a West Indian 
and a gentleman of education and refinement, 
earnestly devoted to the interests of his race and 
of his country. That he has rendered himself 
acceptable to the people under his control may 
be inferred from the fact that he is now in a second 
term of office, having lreen first elected in 1904 to 
the Presidency, an office which is normally ter
minable at the end of two years. His visit to 
Europe is the outcome of a desire to make 
arrangements with his powerful neighbours, Great 
Britain and France, for the better policing and 
better definition of the boundaries between their 
territories and those of the Republic; and with 
this object, after his interview with the King, he 
is proceeding to Paris.

Exhibition of French Postage Stamps 
LAST June an important and very interesting 
Exhibition of French stamps only was held 
in Paris under the high patronage of the 
Minister o f Public W orks, and of the Under 
Secretary of State o f Posts and Telegraphs.

T he profits of the Exhibition were given 
to a society for the benefit of employees of 
the Post Office.

T he Exhibition was organized by Messrs. 
Bernichon and Lemaire and in all its arrange
ments reflected great credit upon these gen 
tlemen.

T he stamps shown consisted entirely of
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important selections from three of the chief 
collectors in France, viz. :—

M. A. B. de L’Argenti£re.
M. le Comte Henri Durrieu.
M . Henri Kastler.
Space will only permit me to mention a 

few of the finest and rarest things shown.
M. de L ’Argentiere exhibited in unused  

stamps :—
1849-50. 15 c., green, 2 blocks of 4, 2 pairs

and 6 singles.
1849-50. I fr., vermilion, 2 pairs, 4 singles. 
1853-60. 20 c., blue, vertical pair, Ute-bCchc.
1863-73. 4 c., tiie-bfchc in a block of 16 stamps.
1870, Bordeaux. 20 c., Type 1, pair and 7 

shades singly.
1870, Bordeaux. 80 c., block of 4 in dull rose, 

one stamp showing error “ 88” for

1876. 20 c., blue, Type 1, original, not issued.
In used stamps this gentleman showed a 

magnificent range o f the rarest varieties, 
such as rarest shades, imperf. varieties of 
perf. stamps, and great rarities in obliter
ations. Am ongst the used I note :—
1849-50. 40 c., orange, error “ 4 cc.” for 40 c.
1849-50. 1 fr., vermilion, 2 pairs and 14 singles,

including rare shades.
1863-70. 5 fr., one of the very rare errors with

the “  5 francs” omitted.
There was also a grand lot o f essays and 
colour trials in this exhibit.

M. le Comte Durrieu’s collection is one 
of the very few examples o f a  grand collec
tion commenced by the father and continued 
by his son.

Only selections o f the rarities were shown, 
and these included:—
1849-50. Three large blocks containing tiles- 

beches.

1849-50. I fr., vermilion and dull red, 15 un
used. 1 fr., two tites-bickes, unused, 
of the carmine, and a used on letter 
of the 1 fr., d. 11 red.

1849-50. 20 c., blue, not issued, unused, in
tC'te-beche.

A large number of original sheets were 
also shown, several o f them containing from 
one to three tetc-beche varieties.

A  magnificent lot of the rarest essays and 
trials of colours, many being unique pieces.

M. Henri Kastler showed only the portion 
o f his remarkable collection o f French stamps 
commencing with the issue o f 1876. The 
greater part of this remarkable exhibit was 
of stamps in entire sheets showing almost all 
the milUsimcs on every value ; in the few 
cases where the ntilUsime could not be ob
tained in a sheet it was shown in a pair.

T he Post Office Department
A i.so  exhibited a grand lot o f sheets of 
stamps in groups o f 75 and 150, all imperf. 
and not gummed, also a  frame of essays of 
Monaco and various interesting curiosities.

Such an Exhibition as that o f which I have 
given a brief sketch will do much to spread 
the study and to increase the collecting of 
postage stamps.

1 trust that the excellent example o f  o.tr 
confreres in Paris will be followed, this sea
son, by collectors in London, Berlin, and 
New York, to say nothing o f other places. 
Sm all exhibitions o f stamps o f one country, 
or o f a small group of countries, are easily 
arranged, and can be studied much better 
than great international exhibitions, where 
one sees far too many rich dishes at one time 
and is unable to properly digest the feast 
placed before him in such profusion.

Fuptben Dotes on 
The Bneitfuss Collection
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

T H E  following volumes have been priced 
since the last notice, and can now be 
sent on approval to collectors who 

(fesire to see them ; or the collection as far 
as priced can be inspected during office hours 
at 391 Strand, London.

V O L U M E  LX I
S w e d e n , N o rw a y . D en m ark , D a n ish  W est 

In d ie s, a n d  Ice lan d
In Sweden there are a  good lot o f  stamps 

o f  the first issue, about a dozen unused 
originals and two dozen used, including 
several on whole letters. T here are also a 
fair number o f reprints o f 1868 and 1872, 
and a few essays. T he later issues are

fairly complete and include a very fine used 
“ T retio ”  error. O f  the scarce 1 riksdaler, 
perf. 13, there are three unused. The 
Service and Official stamps are practically 
complete, used and unused, and there are a 
fair number o f the old locals.

In Norway  in the 1854 issue there are two 
unused 4 sk., blue. In the next issue there is 
an exceedingly rare essay, namely, the 3 sk. 
printed in blue on laid paper. In the issue 
o f  1863 Mr. Breitfuss has typed the stamps, 
and has most values used and unused. In 
the 1883 issue striking stamps are an unused 
pair of the 20 ore, blue, imperf., and a  single 
o f the same stamp used on the original letter.
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Norway concludes with many pages o f the 
local stamps, including scarce varieties, which 
we have priced very cheap, as we do not now 
stock these locals.

Denmark.—  In the issue o f 1851 there are 
three of the 2 r.b.s. in blue unused and several 
used. The early issues include good shades, 
a number o f the scarce private perforations, 
and a fine lot o f essays and reprints. In the 
issue of 1875 there are imperf. pairs o f  the 4 
and 8 ore, blue, both unused and used. A t the 
end of Denmark there is quite a collection 
of Railway and other stam ps,one series being 
inscribed “ godsfrimaerke,” which one of 
our friends suggests must be postage stamps 
to heaven ! ! There are also a  considerable 
number of essays and local stamps.

In Iceland in addition to all the ordinary 
issued stamps there are a number o f imperf. 
varieties and a  series o f essays.

In the Danish W est Indies in the i860 
issue there are an unused and a used hori
zontal pair o f the 3 c., carmine, rouletted. In 
the 1874 issue there is a pair o f  the 3 c., deep 
carmine, imperf., with full gum.

V O L U M E  XX XI
France

One of the best books o f the whole col
lection. There are some hundreds o f essays 
and colour trials, mostly, I believe, rather 
common, as in this country the colour trials 
seem very numerous and easily to be ob
tained. Through the whole o f the French 
stamps Mr. Breitfuss has made a speciality 
of collecting rare postmarks. He has many 
stamps with scarce obliterations in red and 
blue, grilles, and other rare varieties. In the 
stamps themselves I note the following as 
the most interesting: Issue 1849-50, 1 fr., 
orange-vermilion, one unused, full colour, 
bought in Paris in 1889 for £s, ; another 
vermilion-red, variety with the beard. A  
pair of the 1 fr. of the “  Vervelle ” shade 
unused, and two fine used, one on the 
original letter ; one o f the used stamps is 
dated 8 January, 1849, being seven days 
after the day o f issue. Tile-biche stamps of 
the first issue are as follows : to c., buff, un
used and used ; 20 c., black, blocks o f four 
and six unused, two pairs used ; 25 c., deep 
and pale blue, pair o f each, used ; 1 fr., car
mine, two pairs used, one being on a  letter. 
In the 1853 issue there are a  very large num
ber of specimens, including almost all shades, 
and a great mass o f  used stamps. In this 
issue there are some wonderful pages o f the 
20 c., blue. Am ongst them I note the 20 c., 
blue on green, a  single and a  pair unused, 
these being very rare stamps. O f the 80 c., 
tite-blche, there a~e a  pair and a  strip o f  three. 
There are a  large number o f  stamps rou
letted, and with various private perforations. 
In the issue o f  1862 in the tite-beche there

are a  block o f four and two pairs unused of 
the 20, blue, and a block of four used o f the 
same stamp. A lso a  strip o f three o f  the 
80 c., carmine-rose, tite-beche. T h e imperf. 
issue of 1870, printed at Bordeaux, are very 
fine. Some beautiful shades in the unused 
10 c. In the rare 20 c., of the first type, two 
unused, both with full gum. T h e  40 c. o f 
this issue is one o f the prettiest pages o f the 
collection. T here is a  whole range o f shades 
from deep blood-red through orange-red 
and the common orange down to the very 
rare true yellow stamps. A  better range in 
this stamp I do not think I have ever seen. 
In the 20 c., T ype 1, two unused, full gum ; 
and Types 3 and 4, unused, in the very 
rare ultramarine shade. T h e later issues 
contain almost all shades and a number of 
errors, such as imperf. varieties, double 
prints, etc.

O f the T ax  stamps there are eight essays 
and a very fine lot o f the issued stamps, 
most of them being in blocks o f  four and in 
some cases even in blocks o f fifteen. T he 
rarest in this group are three o f  the litho
graphed 10 c., unused.

This volume also contains the stamps of 
the French Consular Offices. Am ongst 
these there is a full set o f the M adagascar of 
1896, the M ajunga 15 c. on 25 c., used on 
whole letter, and a very fine lot o f the Zanzi
b a r ,  including a number o f rare varieties 
printed on the “ intervals” between the 
stamps.

V O L U M E  X L IX
Fren ch  Colonies

A  very fat and valuable book, all the 
French Colonies crowded into one volume ; 
sufficient to make three good volumes. I 
can only draw attention to a  few of the good 
things. First, attention has been paid to 
postmarks, and the collection is strong in 
the scarcer varieties, such as red and blue 
obliterations, stamps postmarked in the 
different colonies with the town name, 
anchor obliterations, etc. A n extreme rarity 
in the old French Colonials is a horizontal pair 
of the 10 c., bistre, o f  1871, printed tite-beche. 
This was bought for £ 10  many years ago, 
and is, as far as I recollect, the only tete- 
biche pair o f this stamp that I have ever 
seen. It is slightly damaged, but is prob
ably considerably rarer than a  “ Post Office” 
M auritius; at any rate that is m y experience.

In Guadeloupe I note almost a complete 
set of the numerous errors in the spelling 
o f the word “ Guadeloupe.” T he Unpaid 
Letter stamps o f  this country are very fine. 
They include two full sheets o f the 15 c. on 
pale and deep blue, showing the different 
printings, and two sheets o f  the 30 c. on the 
thin and the thick paper. In the second issue 
o f the Unpaid Letter stamps the settings 
are complete, all values known, in groups of



200 GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

ten for the first printing, and in groups of 
fifteen for the second printing. A ll through 
this group I note many uncatalogued 
varieties, such as double and inverted sur
charges, etc.
-  In N ew  Caledonia there are two uncut 
sheets o f  the first 10 c. o f 1859 originals, 
one o f which was bought from Moens thirty 
years ago for ^4. 5s.; the value is now 
.£7 5- Most o f these stamps that are found 
on the stamp market are either reprints or 
imitations. Most o f  the rarities o f the 
1892 issues are here used and unused.

T h e Gaboon are an exceptionally fine lot, 
including an uncut sheet of the first issue.

M artinique are exceptionally strong, and 
1 think complete, including several un
catalogued varieties. Am ongst the rarities, 
I may note in the first issue the “  5 c.” on 20, 
the variety with the small 5 ; 15 c. on 4 c. o f 
1888, a fine unused stamp ; several varieties 
not catalogued in this issue, such as the 15 
on 20 with small figures, and 15 on 20 with 
large figures, both inverted and unused, and 
the 05 c. on 20 inverted, used. A lso in the

1891 issue, 15 c. on 25, double surcharge, 
used. In the Unpaid Letter stamps con
verted to postage stamps there are a large 
number o f the interesting and rare errors.

T he Reunion of 1852 contain beautiful 
specimens o f  the 15 and 30 c. unused and 
the 15 c. used. T h e later issues include 
a  vast number o f  errors, such as inverted 
surcharges and errors in spelling the word 
“  Reunion.’’

T h e Tahiti first and second issues are very 
strong, and are stamps that are very seldom 
found in good condition such as these.

T h e Obock are very complete, and include 
that great rarity the Unpaid 5 c., black, an 
original signed copy, one o f  the twenty that 
were printed.

St. Pierre and Miquelon very strong in the 
first and second issues, there being twenty- 
one of these rare stamps.

On the whole this book will well repay 
inspection by any one interested in the 
numerous and complicated issues o f the 
French Colonies.

( To be continued.)

Souvenirs of ID* Pierre IDabe
The mines of Sicily

[Readers of the Monthly Journal will remem
ber a series of interesting and amusing recol
lections from the facile pen of that veteran of 
French philatelists M. Pierre Mahe. He has 
written a few for the Weeklyf which we publish 
herewith, and which we hope are but earnest of 
many more to come.— E d.]

I. T he Mine Exhausted

IT A L Y  was for me at the start a  really 
providential country. It was Italy which 
several times furnished the chief ele

ments of my early capital. Stamps o f M o
dena, Parma, and Tuscany were early abund
ant ; Naples and Sicily brought their willing 
tribute, but later. W ith regard to the two 
latter countries I cannot pass over the cruel 
deception which befell me one day. T h e 
firm in which I was employed had frequent 
dealings with various maritime agencies at 
Marseilles, but mainly with one o f  them, the 
most important perhaps by reason o f  its 
close relations with the two Sicilies. N eed
less to say that so soon as I had set up as a  
stamp dealer I hastened to write to the 
chiefs of that firm— for they had reasons for 
being agreeable to me— a well-thought-out 
letter to ask them to be so good as to have 
the old letters gone through and the stamps 
on them coming from Italian countries torn 
off. A s I did not dare to offer to pay for 
that, I would send a  sum based on the

stamps found, and the money was to be 
divided among the clerks who had looked 
over the letters. B y return I received a 
very kind answer to say that orders were to 
be given for the work to be done to my 
satisfaction. I rubbed m y hands, persuaded 
I was soon to receive parcels o f stamps, 
as the firm had a  huge correspondence 
with Italy. After waiting a  month— two 
months— without anything coming, I became 
uneasy and decided to renew m y request and 
its object, and to recall the kind promises 
made. Chance is everything in this world ; 
again I had reckoned without my host. Some 
days later I received a  letter which literally 
smashed me up. T h e firm expressed their 
despair at having to tell me it was impossible 
for it to carry out its promise, for when they 
had begun to go  through the letters they 
found that some guilty person, unknown, had 
gone through all the old letters, and that all 
the old stamps on them had quite disap
peared. It was not known whether this had 
happened before or after m y request; but 
the brutal, plain, regrettable fact was there. 
It took me a long time to get over this shock 
and the very considerable real loss caused 
to me by this disaster. But what could I 
say or do? G ive in to Fate. H appily these 
countries were soon to offer me serious re
compense to close the wound they had made.
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II. A V irgin D eposit

While I was dealing in stamps I remained 
for a time a clerk in the firm of Turgis, 
where I was in constant touch with many 
agents, who brought orders for engravings—  
mainly pictures o f  saints worshipped in the 
countries in which their trade lay. 1 was, 
above all, on good terms with two brothers 
in partnership— M M . Vogt, Rue Albony—  
the bulk o f whose business was with Italy. 
One day, when one of them had come with 
an order, 1 ve itured to ask him if he would 
be kind enough to have his old letters looked 
over for me for the old stamps, which I 
should like to have, and I offered to pay the 
office-boys told off to do this work. Not only 
did my request meet with a most favour
able reception, but that amiable gentleman 
added that to be sure of the result he would 
like me to be there myself to go  through the 
papers. Could one say better? It may be 
fancied that 1 did not let matters drag along, 
and next day m y partner and I went to look 
carefully through those dear, good old 
letters, of which, as can easily Ire supposed, 
not one was passed over. T h e old letters 
had been put into an underground warehouse, 
and for getting more quickly through the 
task two office-boys were kindly put at our 
disposal; they brought us the old letters, 
untied them, and tied them up as we got 
through them. These two assistants were 
Alsatians, that is, they liked tobacco ; thus 
there was a good deal o f smoking for 
nearly a week. W ishing to m ake our assist
ants well disposed to us, I promised each 
of them and gave them every night a five- 
franc piece ; that was only right, for we 
made them sit up late and caused them an 
increase of work which merited good re
ward. How much they liked the task and 
what zeal they showed at it 1 T hey learned 
to help us in the sorting, and we four did a 
marvellous work. There was a good deal 
of scissor-cu ting those evenings. I cannot 
say exactly how many letters we handled, 
but I can say that when we got through 
them we had cut out hundreds and hundreds 
of stamps, most o f them belonging to Sicily, 
and among them, by reason of the large 
parcels received by Messrs. Vogt, a good 
number o f the io, 20, and 50 g r a n a ; there 
were many fewer Naples, some Parma, and I 
think I recall having found am ong them the 
only used piece that I have ever met with o f 
the 80 c., Parma, used. Unaware of its great 
value, not established then, I gave it to the 
young Franco-American of whom I spoke 
early in these “  Souvenirs ” as having in
duced me to take up stamps. I do not know 
the lot that has fallen to that 80 cent, so 
highly priced to-day, as its owner went back 
to the United States in 1864.

I I I .  T h e  Plundered M ine
T he world o f stamps has been compared 

very justly  with a small village in which news 
is spread like lightning from neighbour to 
neighbour. Only an instant was needed for 
knowing that “  Mahd had received some 
Sicily stamps.” A s these stamps were still 
rare on the spot, collectors flocked up, and 
were followed soon by the dealers. These 
are the prices at which I quoted these
s ta m p s  :—

s. d. s. d.
h gr. , . 2 6 10 gr. . . x 8
1 gr. . . 1 8 20 gr. . . x 8
2 gr. . • 0 5 50 gr. . . 6 6
5 gr* • . x 8

These were the prices of ordinary pieces ; 
pieces in better state were priced higher 
relatively. Thus the fine bright shade of 
the 50 grana, the rarest, was sold for even 
12s. 6d. A t that time, as I was not my own 
master, I could devote only the evening 
hours to stamps, and often the night hours 
and a moment in the morning before setting 
forth to work. 1 received serious collectors 
in the evening, for they were good enough to 
accommodate themselves to the needs o f the 
situation. During my absence in the day my 
spouse received customers and sold and 
bought stamps. Sunday afternoon was kept 
for certain persons, who, for private reasons, 
could not make it convenient to come in the 
evenings. One afternoon a certain Count 
X. cam e and asked to see the stamps of 
Sicily. This gentleman, a  sort o f unlicensed 
broker, was very intriguing, and curried 
favour everywhere whilst enjoying a  relative 
consideration among certain people on whom 
he imposed by his foreign title. I had a 
very poor opinion o f  this man. H is lowered 
eyes, which looked without seeming to see, 
his habit o f  speaking unctuously and humbly, 
bending forward with the pose o f  a  verger, 
all betokened a man, as the people say, 
“ too polite to be honest.” M y wife showed 
him the album containing the Sicily stamps ; 
but, as the book was rather incomplete, she 
gave him trustfully the box with the reserve 
stamps. Then he began to take stamps 
from the envelopes in which they were 
arranged according to values, and he put 
them into an envelope, which he had taken 
from his pocket. A s he did this he told my 
wife the supposed number which he was 
taking and the prices. W hen his little har
vest was finished, the sum was added up. 
He paid it and went away. W hen I got 
home for lunch my wife said to me at once, 
“  I have just sold some Sicily stamps to 
Count X .” “  For how much ?” “  For thirty- 
five shillings.” Then she told me that as the 
album did not contain enough, he had had 
to take— take was a good word— stamps from 
the envelopes to the value o f thirty-five 
shillings. That the Count had taken stamps 
from tne envelopes sent the blood to my head
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with a disagreeable foreboding. I ran to 
the box o f reserves, and I saw by the num
bers left that more than thirty-five shillings’ 
worth o f stamps had been taken. M .le Comte 
had worked the trick th us: whenever he took 
three stamps he called out “ one.” Certain 
that I had been robbed, I blamed my wife for 
her great carelessness in having allowed the 
robber to have the reserve in his own hands. 
Then, as she was a very quick and energetic 
character, she was put out at my blaming 
her and furious at having been tricked. She 
said, “  You cannot go, for you have to return 
to the office. T ake your lunch. I will have 
mine when I get back. 1 am off to find this 
vagabond. To-day is Thursday, the day of 
the Stamp Bourse ; 1 am sure to find him 
there, and 1’H make him trot.” So she went 
at a run to the Tuileries Gardens, where 
the Stamp M arket then was held. On ar
riving, she saw our rascal from afar ; and as 
she had her wits about her she went up to a 
policeman on duty and said, pointing out the 
man, “  I have business with that man over 
there ; and as our talk may be stormy, 1 beg 
you to be so good as not to go far off.” Then 
she went straight up to the thief, who was 
busy selling stamps to a lady, and, taking

The International
By FRANK PHILLIPS

AL T H O U G H  this year’s Congress of 
the International Postal Union has 

L not seen its way to sanction the intro
duction o f an international postage stamp, 
we shall shortly see an innovation in the 
shape o f a species o f coupon destined to 
simplify prepayment o f a reply from foreign 
countries. This coupon is the outcome of the 
suggestion adopted by the Postal Congress of 
Rome in 1906. T o  Great Britain the honour 
is due of making the suggestion.

The coupon is of the greatest interest to 
the whole commercial world, as its object is 
to allow a correspondent in one country to 
furnish the means o f obtaining postage 
stamps for reply to a correspondent residing 
in another country. It is printed on extremely 
thin paper, so that it may not appreciably 
affect the weight o f the letter in which it is en
closed ; in fact, its weight is roughly but At 
o f an ounce. T he coupon is to be exchange
able for a postage stamp of the value of 25 
centimes, or its equivalent, in the country 
where it is received.

This international reply coupon will be on 
sale at the post offices of all the countries 
that have agreed to adopt it, by the 1st 
October next. The office o f the International 
Postal Union at Berne has given the con
tract for the production of the coupons to

him by his sleeve, said to him, “ Come with 
me, s i r ; I wish to speak with you.” The 
man, seeing how matters stood, turned all 
the colours o f the rainbow, finished his 
business with his customer quickly, and fol
lowed my wife, who took him to the police
man. Then she said, “  Sir, you have robbed 
us. You took more stamps of Sicily than 
you led me to believe. M y husband has sure 
proof o f that. You will restore the stamps 
at once to me, or we will go through them, 
and see how much you owe 11s. If you 
don’t do that, then I will have you arrested.” 
T hat was clear, neat, precise, and to the 
point. Then, looking like a trapped fox, he 
said in a contrite tone, “  I beg you, Mrs. 
Mahd, not to make a scandal. There has 
been a mistake ; I regret that I have made 
a  m istake; but you shall lose nothing." 
And as he had the stamps still on him, they 
were checked over again on the s p o t; and 
so far as I can remember, they came to 
nearly £&. Next day he came with a 
sheepish look to pay the debt forced upon 
him ; and it was well he did so, for he knew 
he would be exposed if he failed. T h e man 
in search o f Sicily stamps never came back 
again.

Reply Coupon
the priming works o f Benziger and Co., of 
Einsiedeln, in Switzerland, who have already 
delivered some consignments to the authori
ties in Berne.

T he Congress o f Rome decided that the 
coupon was not to be sold at a  price less than 
28 centimes, in order that there might be no 
speculation between one country and another 
owing to differences of exchange. T he 
actual price is left to the discretion o f  each 
country as long as it be not lower than the 
minimum. In Switzerland the price has 
already been fixed at 28 centimes, and in 
France at 30 centimes. A s 2^d. is only 
equal to 26J centimes, it is probable that the 
British rate for these coupons will be 2|d. 
(equal to nearly 29 centimes), or even pos
sibly 3d. (equal to 33 centimes).

It will also be possible to pay small sums 
in foreign countries by means o f  these 
coupons, as the necessity for endeavouring 
to obtain postage stamps o f the country in 
question for this purpose will no longer exist

All the countries belonging to the Inter
national Postal Union are not obliged to 
adopt the reply coupon, but nevertheless the 
majority have not been slow to see the great 
advantages accruing from this system.

The authorities of the International Postal 
Union at Berne have undertaken the busi
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ness o f  preparing supplies of the coupon 
and of selling the same to the different post 
offices throughout the world. T h e coupon 
will be sold to the different Governments at 
25 centimes, and all profits accruing to the 
International Postal Union, after the deduc
tion o f expenses o f  printing, etc., will be 
divided amongst the members o f  the Union 
in proportions already determined.

The following countries have signified to 
the Postal Union their acceptance o f the 
reply coupon: Great Britain, Bahamas, 
Ceylon, Gibraltar, M alta, Trinidad, India, 
Canada, Cape o f Good Hope, Transvaal, 
Hong Kong, G old Coast, Southern Nigeria, 
Seychelles, Straits Settlements, Germany 
and Colonies, United States o f  America, 
Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Chili, Costa Rica, Crete, Denmark, 
Danish W est Indies, E gypt, Spain, France,

T he design of the label is by Monsieur 
Eugfene Grasset, the celebrated French 
artist, who also designed the type o f  Indo 
China which is known by his name, and 
also in 1900 the Swiss stamp commemora
ting the founding o f  the Postal Union.

M onsieur E . Florian, whose reputation is 
world-wide, is the engraver.

T h e design o f the coupon is intended to 
be symbolic of the Postal Union, in the 
garb o f a  goddess delivering a  coupon 
from one hemisphere to the other. On the 
same side, in the upper part o f the design, 
the following words are printed, French 
being the language adopted by the Postal 
Union, and in fact in all treaties, etc., 
between one country and anoth er: “  Ce 
coupon peut etre dchangd contre un timbre- 
poste de la valeur de 25 centimes, ou de 
E quivalent de cette somme, dans les pays

Ivory Coast, Dahom ey, U pper Senegal 
and Niger, French Guinea, Martinique, 
Mauritania, Senegal, N ew  Caledonia, French 
Guiana, Greece, H ayti, Hungary, Italy, 
Japan, Corea, Luxem burg, M exico, Norway, 
Holland, D utch Indies, Roumania, Siam, 
Sweden, Switzerland.

T h e illustration represents a  reply coupon 
of approximately the correct size, and is, 1 
think, taken from a  specimen destined for 
use in France, as the words “ 30 centim es” 
and “ France” are printed on it. So little 
official information on the subject is to be 
obtained at present, that one can only make 
a guess in supposing that the name of the 
issuing country and the price in the currency 
o f that country will appear on each coupon.

I do not quite see the necessity for this, if 
my information touching the distribution of 
the profits is correct.

qui ont adhdr^ h l’arrangem ent” This in
scription appears on the back in German, 
English, Spanish, and Italian, the transla
tion b e in g : “  This coupon may be exchanged 
for a  postage stamp of the value o f 25 cen
times, or the equivalent o f this amount, in 
any o f the countries that have adopted this 
arrangement.”

T h e  coupon is wmkd. with the w o rd s: 
“  35 C. Union Postallc Universelle, 23 C . ”

M essrs. Benziger and Co., o f Einsiedeln, 
have been instructed to print four million of 
coupons, that being the number ordered by 
the various countries up to the present date.

A  German firm has received the contract 
for the paper.

I have much pleasure in acknowledging 
my indebtedness to Le Colhctionneur de 
Timbres-Poste for the greater part o f my 
information.
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tlcw l$$ue$
By FRANK PHILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillip*. 
3 9 1 Strand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
Information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from  the colonies in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address.

Australian Commonwealth.— We learn from 
the Australian Philatelist (1.8.07) that the cur
rent id. Postage Due stamp has been seen on 
Victorian paper, i.e. paper watermarked with a 
Crown and double-lined A. This occurs owing 
to the shortage of New South Wales paper, re
ferred to in our issue of 31 August. We presume 
the perforation is 12 x 11 as usual.

Postage Due. Wmk. Cro’.un and doublcdined A. 
Per/. 12X11.

Unused. Used.

id., emerald-green . . .  — —

Brazil.— Although the set of Official stamps 
bearing the portrait of Alfonso Penna is chronicled 
in the Supplement, we do not as yet appear to 
have illustrated them. The frame varies in each 
value, although the head remains the same. The 
perforation gauges exactly 12. The stamps are 
printed in sheets of 100, made up by ten rows of 
ten, the engraving and printing being the work 
of the American Bank Note Company. In the 
top margin, on the left-hand side, appears the 
legend, r e pu b lic a  de  b r a zil  —  o f f ic ia l  
s t a m p ; in all the values except the lor. below 
this inscription is an indication of the value of the 
stamp, printed in orange, e.g., 20 reis.

These Official stamps are extremely hard to pro
cure, and are not as a rule sold to the public in 
an unused condition. We have been able to 
secure a few through the influence of a friend in 
Rio de Janeiro.

Officials. Centre in first colour. Per/. 12.

to r. g r e e n  a n d o r a n g e

U n u s e d .

s. d. . 0 z
U s e d .  
s. d.

ao r. 11 tt 0 i —
50 r. 11 0 2 —

too r. 11 tt 0 4 —200 r. *• tt 0 8 —300 r. n 1 1 0 —
400 r. •• 1 3 —500 r. it tt z 6 —
700 r. it it 2 0 —1000 r. m tt 3 0 —

9000 r. it 6 0 —•5000 r. ti x5 0 —
10000 r. t. —
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Dominica.— In addition to the id., black and 
carmine, chronicled in our issue of 6 July on 
chalk - surfaced paper, watermarked multiple 
Crown and C A, we have now received three 
more values, the 2d., 2$d., and is., all bearing 
the plate number I as before.

It is evident that the rumours going round to 
the effect that the old C C  paper has been used up 
are founded on fact.

Centre in f ir s t  colour. Wink. M u lt. Cr. CA.
Chalky paper.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

ad., green and brown . . .  —  —
a^d., black and ultramarine . . — —
is., magenta and green . . —  —

Italy.— Mr. William Brown has shown us a 
10 centesimi, orange and magenta, Postage Due 
stamp, imperforate all round. There is no doubt 
as to the authenticity of this error, as we have 
seen a cancelled pair on a portion of the original 
envelope; unfortunately the date of the obliterate 
ing stamp is not legible.

Postage Due. Wink. Crown, hnperf.
Unused. Used.

S. d. s. d.
to c., orange and magenta . . — —

Labuan.— Mr. R. G. Adamson writes us from 
Labuan that he has the following interesting 
varieties in his collection. He informs us that as 
he bought all his stamps at the post office there 
can be no doubt as to their genuineness.

Besides the first two varieties mentioned under 
Labuan in the Monthly Journal (31.5.07), Mr. 
Adamson has the following:—

(i.) As stamp number 52 in the Catalogue, but 
with the surcharge Tw o C e n t  in
stead of Tw o C e n t s . This surcharge 
is so often badly printed that we do not 
attach great importance to the missing 
letter.

(ii.) Jubilee Issue of 1896. 2 c., black and
blue (No. 84), imperforate horizontally 
in the whole sheet.

(iii.) Jubilee Issue. 6 c., black and brick-red ; 
only one in the overprint JUBI
LEE.

(iv.) 1899 Issue. 4 c. on 18 c., black and olive- 
bistre (No. io6)» but with the surcharge 
double.

Of the latter variety Mr. Adamson informs us 
there was only one sheet of 172 stamps printed.

Two

Cents

Surcharged Two C e n t  instead 0/ Two C e n t s .
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
2 c. on 40 c., amber . . .  —  —

1 8 4 6

JUBILEE
1 8 9 6

Jubilee Itsue. hnperf. horizontally.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

2 c., black and blue . . .  —  —
Only one '* a  " in  j u b i l e e .

6  c., black and brkk*red . . —  —

Surcharge double.
Unused. Used.

4 c. on t8 c., black and olive-bistre —  —

N ew  South W ales.—-We read in the Austra• 
Han Philatelist (1.8.07) that yet another value, 
the 2^d., has appeared on the Victorian paper, 
watermarked Crown and double-lined A. We 
also learn that the £d., 4d., 8d., iod., is., and 
2$. 6d. are to be issued similarly watermarked, 
as they are known to have been printed on this 
paper.

Wtttk. Crcw n and doubted/ned A. P cr fi 12X xi£.
Unused. Used; 

s. d. s. d.
aid., deep blue . —  *-
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N ew  Zealand.— We have heard rumours of 
impending changes in this country, and we are 
now assured that the 6d. is not going to be the 
only value to change its size. We have just 
received a copy of the 3d. in the same reduced 
size as the 6d., that is 21 £ x 18 mm. ; the design 
remains exactly the same as liefore, the perfora
tion gauging 14, and the watermark being jVZ  and 
Star, which, by the way, is inverted in our copy. 
Some kind friend, we know not whom, has been 
kind enough to pencil on the back of it “ Taken 
from sheet 2,162,057 the 17 July, 1907." If this 
should meet his eye, we hope he will accept our 
thanks.

S m a ll size. IVmk. N 2  and Star. Per/, 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
3d., b r o w n ..................................—  —

The Australian Philatelist (1.8.07) chronicles 
a minor variety of the £d., green, perforated 14 
horizontally and imperforate vertically.

Wntk. N Z and Star. Per/, 14 horizontally, itttper/. 
vertically.

Unused. Used.

id., green

Nicaragua.— Our New York house has shown 
us four of the stamps chronicled in our issue of 
20 July, namely, the 1, 2, 3, and 4 dollars over
printed on the Official stamps. They have for
warded us blocks of thirty stamps of each of these 
values, so we are able to give a more detailed 
description.

In the $1 there are four distinct varieties; we 
give the number of each that we have in each 
block of thirty.

Surcharge reading 
Up. Down.

(i.) Thin " V "  in “ Vale” . . 5 6
(ii.) As (i.), but figure “ 1” instead

of letter “ 1” in “ Vale”  . 1 o
(Hi.) Thick “ V ” in “ Vale”  . . 3 3  
(iv.) As (in.), but letter “ 1”  instead

of figure “  1 ”  in “ $ l,oo”  . 6 6

In the $2, $3, and $4 there are three varieties, 
namely:—

Up. Down.
(i.) Thin “ V ” in “ Vale”  . . $ 6

(ii.) As(L), but figure “  1 ”  instead
of letter “ l ”  in “ Vale” . 1 o

(iii.) Thick “ V ” in “ Vale”  . . 9 9

As previously stated, all these stamps sur
charged “  Vale” are done in sheets of fifty ; one 
side of the sheet, twenty-five stamps, is done with 
the surcharge reading upwards, and the other 
side is done reading downwards; thus from the 
two middle vertical rows of the sheet pairs may 
be had with the surcharge reading up on one 
stamp and down on the other.

Unfortunately our New York house has not 
been able to obtain sheets of fifty stamps, so 
we are not able to describe the setting completely, 
but there is little doubt that the surcharge on 
both halves of the sheet is similar.

Vale $l,oo

Official Stamps ; surcharged in black.
A. Reading upwards.

(i.) Thin  “  V ” in  “  Vale.'’
Unused. Used.

3 i on 3 c., rose
s. d.

• 3 0
s. d.

$2 on a c. „ . . . 6  0 —
83 on 2 c. ,, . 9 0 —
84 on 5 c., blue . . . 12 O —

( i i . )  A s  ( i . ) ,  b u t441 " instead 0/ 441 ” in 'V ale."
81 on 2 c., rose . . . . — —
$2 on 2 c. ,, . . . — —
83 on 2 c. ,, . — —
$4 on 5 c., blue . — —

( i i i . )  Thick 
$1 on 2 c ., rose

44 V ” in 44 Vale.”
. 3 0 _

82 on 2 c. „ . 4 0 —
83 on 2 c. „ 6 0 —
84 on 5 c., blue . 8 0 —

(iv.) A s  ( i i i . ) ,  b u t441 ” instead 0/ “  1"  in ' 81 ,oo.'
8t on 2 c., rose . . . 2 0 —

6. Reading downwards. 
(L) Thin  “  V " in  “  Vale.”

3 i on 3 c., rose . . . . 3 0
82 on 3 c. „ . . . 6 0 —
83 on a c. „ . 9  © —
84 on $ c., blue . . . 12 0 —

( i i i . )  Thick 
$t on 2 cM rose

44 V " in 44 Vale."
. . . 3 0 _

82 on a c. „ . . 4 0 —
$3 on a c. ,, . . . 6 0 —
84 on s c., blue . . . 8 0 —

( i v . )  <4 * ( i i t . X  b u t“ \" instead o / u  1 "  in '•1,00.*
81 on a c., rose . . 2 0 —

Orange River Colony.— We have received, 
in a remittance, one or two copies of the id ., 
yellow-green, and examining them noticed that 
they are watermarked with the multiple Crown 
C A . The design and perforation remain as 
before, and the paper is unsurfaced. This is the
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second value to arrive from this colony with the 
multiple watermark, the id., red, having reached 
us in June, 1906.

Wtuk. M ult. Cr. CA.

Ad., yellow-green

Ordinary paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d

Portugal.— We have received a few interesting 
errors of this country, somewhat similar to those 
described in our issues of 31 August and of last 
week. We have the 2j r., grey, with the figures 
of value on the left on the tablet on the top of 
the word r e is . Of the 5 reis, orange, we 
have seen a very peculiar error. As is well 
known, the stamps are all printed in two opera
tions, the black figures of value being the last 
thing to be printed. In this stamp the sheet was 
put into the second machine crookedly, so that 
the figures “  5 ” are on a slant on the sheet from 
left to right, and occur in various parts of the 
stamps; the top three rows and left-hand two 
rows of stamps escaped without any figures of 
value at all.

We have also seen the 25 reis, carmine, with 
the figures of value inverted and inside the tablet, 
not at the top of the stamp, as was the case in 
our chronicle of last week.

We also have another peculiar error, consisting 
of the frame, head, and tablet printed in the 
colour of the 5 reis, i.e. orange, but the value 
“  25 ” has been inserted in error.

All these stamps are perforated 11£.

(1.) Misplaced figures 0/ value, the right way up.
Unused. Used. 

s. d  s. d.
aj reis, pale grey . . . . 5 0  —
5 •• orange . . . . 3 0  —

(ii.) A s  above, but p a ir, one stamp with no figures. 
0/ value.

S r.+  (5) r., orange . pair 17 6 —

South Australia.— We must apologize to the 
London Philatelist for doubting the accuracy of 
its chronicle of the 2s. 6d. on Crown and A paper 
in our issue of last week This is now confirmed 
by the Australian Philatelist (1.8.07), 80 there is 
no doubt about it.

P O S T A G E

SIX PENCE
Wutk. Crown and  A. Per/. 17.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

2s. 6d., deep mauve . . .  — —

T chongking.— In our issue of 20 July we ex
pressed a hope that collectors might be spared any 
further eccentricities from this hotbed of specula
tive rubbish. Unfortunately we have to note the 
appearance of another small variety, which, we

Tchong 
King

think, cannot t>e due to anything but a damaged 
letter. Instead of the overprint “ Tchong 
K ‘ing”  on the 20 c., red on yellow-green, 
“  Ych’ong K in g "  has been seen Of course 
such a minor variety is not worth cataloguing.

U ruguay.— Lc Timbre • Poste chronicles an
other value of the new design.

(Hi.) Figures 0/value inverted and in the tablet. 
a jr ., carmine . . . 50 © —

(iv.) Error o f  colour,
25 r., orange . . . . 50 o — s c., red

Arm s type. Per/, t i j.
Unused.

s. d.
Used. 
s. d.

N.B.—Ths prloes quoted above are thoee at which the stamps may be had from 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Philatelic Societies
P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty  o f  V ic t o r ia

Sacratary : W. Bratiachnaidar- 
Maa(tnga; 128 Ruasall S t ' t i t ,  Uttbournm.

T he annual meeting of the above Society was 
held on 25 July, at 128 Russell Street, at 8 p.m.

The President, Mr. F. Jackson, occupied the 
chair, and there was a very large attendance both 
of senior and junior members.

The minutes of last annual meeting having 
been read and confirmed, the President proceeded 
to address the meeting.

It was proposed, seconded and carried that the 
annual report and balance sheet be taken as read 
and also be adopted.

The elect ion of office-bearers for the year 1907-8 
resulted as follows:—

President, Mr. L. A. Chester; Vice-President, 
Mr. N. C. Horwood; Hon. Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Exchange Superintendent, Mr. W. Brett- 
Schneider; Librarian, Mr. James Williamson. 
Committee, Messrs. W, R. Rundell, Rev. H.
W. Lane, A. G. Kelson, and C. H. Edmondson.

The President next read the annual report of 
the Junior Branch as follows:—
A nnual Report of the Ph il a t e l ic Society 

ok V ictoria for th e  Y ear 1906-7,
Your Committee, in accordance with established 

practice, has much pleasure in presenting to you 
the fifteenth annual report and balance sheet.

During the year four new members were elected, 
two resigned, and two failed to renew; the number 
on the roll now being 69— comprising 40 or
dinary, 28 corresponding, and one honorary.

The Junior Branch of the Society, which at the 
beginning promised to be very successful, has not 
fulfilled the expectations of the Committee. The 
number of junior members at the present time 
being only eight, and as it is the desire of the 
Committee to see this young branch grow, it would 
be advisable for all members of the parent Society 
to induce young people of both sexes to join.

The credit balance of the Society is £ 3 1 n s. 7d.
Twelve ordinary general meetings were held 

during the year, at which the attendance was very 
satisfactory.

Eleven exchange books of the value of ^1598 
were circulated, being an average of .£145 per 
book; eleven books of the value of ^1397 were 
returned, from which stamps to the value of ̂ 328 
were removed, averaging nearly ^30 per book.

Your Society has taken steps to form an ex
tended Catalogue of the stamps of Victoria, and 
has appointed a sub-committee for the purpose 
of preparing a draft of same. It is expected that 
the formation of this Catalogue will advance the 
interest of philatelists in the stamps of Victoria.

To the Deputy Postmaster-General, Lieut.-Col. 
Outtrim, i.s.o ., and his successor, Mr. W. B. 
Crosbie, we tender the thanks of the Society for 
their unfailing courtesy in affording members—  
through Mr. Rundell— an opportunity of viewing 
the latest issues of the Universal Postal Union.

The Reference Collection begun two years ago 
has not progressed as satisfactorily as could 
be desired, and the Committee trusts that the

members and also others will kindly contribute 
stamps to help the matter forward ; with that 
purpose in view your Committee has issued a list 
of the stamps already contained in the collection, 
and any numbers not enumerated will be thank
fully received.

In conclusion, your Committee hopes that the 
Society will continue to prosper in the future as it 
has done in the past.

RECEIPTS.
To Cash from 1906 
,, Subscriptions, Seniors 
,, ,, Juniors
,, Sale of Exchange Sheets .
,, Commission on Exchange Books

E X PEN D ITU R E .
By Rent .....................................
,, Commission to Exchange Super

intendent . . . .  
,, Subscriptions to Journals .
,, Fire Insurance.
,, Stationery, etc.
,, Sundries . . . . .  
,, Bank Charge . . . .  
,, Cheque Book . . . .  
,, Postages . . . . .  

Cash at Bank . 7 12
Cash in hand . 21 13

29 5
,, Owing on Exchange Books 

LIA BILITIES.

Capital Balance, being Surplus of 
Assets over Liabilities

ASSETS.

By Cash in hand . . . .  
„  Owing to Exchange Branch 
,, Furniture, etc.
,, Books in Library 
,, Subscriptions due, but not paid

£ s. d.
34 0 6
30 18 9

I 14 0
0 19 I

17 19 6

^85 1 1 IO

£ s. d.
12 0 0

17 19 6
IO 13 0
0 5 8
5 0 IO
0 18 0
0 IO 0
I 0 0
s 13 3

! 29 S 3
2 t 4

£85 II IO

£ s. d .

94 II 7
j£94 II 7

£ s. d .
29 ■; 3

2 6 4
12 O 0
5° O 0

I O 0
^ 9 4 II _ 7

T he ordinary monthly meeting of the above 
Society was held on the conclusion of the annual 
meeting.

The newly-elected President, Mr. L .A . Chester, 
occupied the chair, with the same attendance of 
members present as at the annual meeting.

The minutes of last meeting were read and 
confirmed.

Mr. H. Nicoll, having been approved of by the 
committee, was elected a member of the Junior 
Branch.

Mr. M. A.Ekstrom, ofSydney, proposed by Mr. 
McKnlght, seconded by the Secretary, will be 
balloted for at the next meeting.

The rest of the evening was spent in looking 
over Mr. Hatch's specialized collection of English 
stamps. \v. Brettsch neider , Hon. Sec.

138 R u s s e l l  S t r e e t .

Printed b y  W. B r r n d o n  &  S o n .  Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
28 September, 1907.
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Countries of the tUorld
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL
Ecu ador—continued

T H E  next issue was in iS8t, and con
sisted of six values, engraved and 
printed by the American Bank Note 

Company of New York. The stamps were 
in sheets of 100, ten horizontal rows o f ten, 
and were perf. 12. T he design consists of 
the Arms of the country in an oval, upon a 
bundle o f 1 idor’s rods, draped with flags, and 
surmounted by an eagle. The currency is 
expressed in centavos o f a piastre. Accord
ing to a law of 1856, the metrical system 
was to be used in the country, and by this 
10 reales =  too centavos =  1 piastre =  4s.; but 
it was not until about this time that it was 
generally adopted. T his issue is the first 
under this metrical system, the previous ones 
being expressed in reales of the old currency, 
viz. 8 reales =  1 piastre = about 3s. 4d.

'S J & 2 O

1881. Arms type. PerJ. 12.

i c., brown

Unused. 
s. d.

. 0 1

Used.
s. d,
0 1

2 c., lake . 0 I 0 1
5 c., blue . . 0 2 0 1

10 c., orange . 0 I 0 1
20 c., slate . 0 2 0 1
50 c., green . 0 3 0 4

In the spring of 1883, by reason o f  a revo
lution (revolutions play a  frequent part in 
the history o f this country) intercourse be
tween Guayaquil and Quito was interrupted, 
with the result that the former could not 
obtain a  fresh supply o f stamps to replenish 
its stock. Recourse was first had to bisecting 
some of the stamps, notably the 20 c . ; then 
to the use o f  fiscal stamps on letters; and 
finally to a  surcharge o f Ijiez  c e n t a v o s  on 
the 50 c. o f  the current set, 10 c. being the 
common rate for inland postage.

May, 1883. Surcharged in btack.
Unused. Used.

1. d. s. d.
10 e. on 50 c., green . . 7 6  6 0

There was no properly organized postal 
department for the Republic, the stamps 
being sold by administrators at the various 
towns, who drew their supplies from the 
Ministry o f the Interior. From 1883 to 
1892 fiscal and Telegraph stamps, and even 
stamps cut from letter cards, envelopes, and 
wrappers, were used indiscriminately with 
ordinary postage stamps for franking letters. 
In many cases such procedure was caused 
by inability to get fresh supplies from head
quarters, but equally often the substitutes
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were sold through ignorance. Generally 
speaking, the administrators adopted a  “ go- 
as-you-please ” policy.

In 1887 a fresh supply o f the lower values 
was obtained, together with a stock o f a  new 
value, 80 c. The stamps, as in 1881, were 
obtained from the American Bank Note Co., 
New York, the design and manufacture being 
similar to the previous set. T h e  three lower 
values bear an inscription indicating that 
Ecuador had joined the Postal Union, and 
their colours conform to the latter’s require
ments.

1887. Arms type. Perf. 12.
Unused. Used.

1 c., green
2 c., red .
5 c., blue .

80 c., olive-green

x. d. x. d. 
. o t  o t
. 0 1  0 1
. 0 2  0 1
. 0 4  0 6

On 27 October, 1890, a contract was made 
at Quito between the Government of Ecuador 
and a  Mr. Henry N. Etheridge for a supply 
o f postage stamps on the familiar lines of 
the Seebeck issues for the South and Central 
American Republics. Mr. Etheridge was 
no doubt a representative o f the doughty 
Seebeck, for the latter’s Company, the 
Hamilton Bank Note Co., New York, 
eventually manufactured the stamps, the 
first supply being ordered for the year 1892. 
A s every one knows, the terms of such 
contracts required the contractor to supply, 
without charge, all the stamps, etc., the 
country o f issue might require for a year’s 
postal service, in return for which the con
tractor had the right to any remainders left 
over at the end of the year. T he stamps 
were then to be demonetized, and a  fresh set 
put in use under similar conditions.

On 1 January, 1892, the first stamps under 
the contract were put on sale, the set con
sisting of eight values expressed in centavos 
and sucres. The stamps were printed, as 
were all subsequent productions of the 
Hamilton Bank Note Co., in sheets o f  100 
(ten rows o f ten), and were perf. 11J. T hey 
bore a  portrait of Juan Jose Flores, the

founder o f  the Republic, and father o f  the 
ruling President, Antonio Flores. H e had 
been till his death in 1864 the autocratic 
leader o f  the Conservative party. T his party 
had prevailed, with a  short interruption in 
1845, in the ever-recurring strife and war 
between it and the Liberal party since the 
foundation o f the Republic, until 1895.

t Jan., 1802. Portrait Flores. Perf. it i-
Unused. Used.

X. <i. s. d.
1 c., orange 0 I 0 2
2 c., brown 0 t 0 3
5 c., vermilion . 0 I 0

10 c., green 0 2 0 4
20 c., chestnut 0 3 0 4
50 c., marone 0 3 0 3

1 s., deep blue . 0 4 0 6
5 s., violet . 0 6 1 0

Set of 8, unused, 1/6.

Notwithstanding the terms o f  the contract 
no fresh stamps were supplied for the year 
1893, though from statements in stamp papers 
o f  the period they “  were expected ’’ several 
times during the year. Seebeck was supply
ing the Flores stamps in homoeopathic doses, 
the system in the postal department was 
as chaotic as ever, hence the old gam e of 
using any kind of stam p— so long as it 
stuck to the envelope— was carried on merrily 
as before. Recourse was again had to sur
charging. A t this time 5 c. was the rate for 
inland letters weighing 15 gram m es, the 
common p ostage; foreign letters required 
10 c., and registration for either kind cost 
20 c. more. T o  meet the demand the higher- 
value stamps were surcharged 5 CKNTAVOS 
in varying types.
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Sept-Nov., 1893. Stamps o f the last issue sur

charged in black.
Unused. Used.
s. d, s. d.

5 c, on 50 c ., marone . . 0 5  0 6
5 c, on 1 s., deep blue . 0 6  0 6
5 c. on 5 s., violet . . 1 0 0 9

The new stamps for 1894 arrived but 
tardily and in detachments. Guayaquil on 
the coast appropriated the first supply 
and commenced to use it on 19 January'. 
Quito, the capital, received small batches 
of odd values only, and it was the end of 
March before all the values were on sale 
there. T he portrait o f Flores was replaced 
by that o f Rocafuerte, th etleader o f the 
Liberal party and his old antagonist. The 
change is significant o f  the decline of the 
Conservative party. In 1895 it was finally 
routed and the Liberals have since been 
firmly established in power.

Jan., 1894. Portrait Rocafuerte. Dated 1894. Perf.
Unused. 

s. d.
Used. 
s. d.

i c., pale blue . 0 1 0 2
2 c., yellow-brown . 0 1 O 2
5 c., green 0 2 O 2

10 c., vermilion . 0 3 O 3
20 c., black 0 4 O 6
50 c., orange 0 5 ( 0

1 s., carmine . 0 6 O 8
5 s., indigo

Set of 8, unused
0

2 -
8 2 0

Very little expense was incurred by Mr. 
Seebeck in the preparation o f the plates for 
the stamps for 1895, the date being merely 
altered from 1894 to 1895. There is very 
little information concerning this issue ; in
deed the philatelic journals only record the 
existence o f  the stamps in 1896. T hey were 
in use for a  limited time, as cancelled copies 
are scarce. During the course o f the R evo
lution o f the Liberals in 1895 (June to 
September), it is said, the little town of 
Guaranda ran short o f  stam ps at the post 
office, and as it was situated between G uay
aquil and Quito, and the hostile armies were 
marching from those places so as to meet at 
a spot not far from Guaranda, the fiscal 
stamps in stock at the office were surcharged 
with the value 5 centavos, which was the 
only one employed upon letters o f 15 grammes 
weight. T h e  Catalogue lists these stamps 
under the heading o f  “  Local Issue for 
Guaranda,” but as there is some doubt 
about their legitimate issue, general collec

tors can ignore them. The next list therefore 
is as follows :—

1895. As tost, but dated 1895.
Unused. Used.

1 c., blue . . 0 1
2 c., yellow-brown . 0 1
5 c., blue-green . 0 3

i o c , pale red . . 0 3
20 c., black . 0 4
50 c., pale orange 0 5

1 s., carmine . 0 6
5 s., indigo . 0 8

Set of 8, unused, 2/-.

o 2

o 4
0 6 
t o
1 6

On 30 August, 1895, a decree was issued 
at Guayaquil, stating that “ the triumph of 
the Liberal party', which has vindicated the 
honour of the nation, thanks to the splendid 
victories of the patriotic troops commanded 
by the President o f the Republic. General 
Alfaro, merited a special commemoration. 
T he proper form for this is to employ a 
special series o f postage stamps.” The 
Minister of the Interior was authorized to 
conclude a contract for the supply o f the 
stamps, which were to be of seven values 
(1 c. to 1 s.), and which were to be on sale 
to the public for two days only. The stamps 
were to be available for all classes of postage 
during “ two days o f sale, and the following 
nine days, and they were to be exclusively- 
employed in the postal service during these 
eleven days.” It is not quite clear how the 
grateful public were to obtain their supply 
during the “  nine days’ wonder,” but anyway 
it was hoped during the said time to clear 
a  sum of 30,000 sucres “ to aid the poor 
families o f those who died in the defence of 
the Liberal tenets during the civil war." 
A fter the eleven days the remaining stock 
and plates were to be destroyed. T he issue 
was designed for 5 June, 1896. the anni
versary o f the final triumph of the Liberal 
p a rty ; but though the Catalogue gives the 
date as 1895, the stamps were not issued till 
late in 1896.

Meanw hile the Society- for the Suppression 
o f  Speculative Stam ps was on the warpath. 
W hether it was fear o f its action, or w hether 
Mr. Seebeck had not been assiduous enough 
in his attention to the wants o f the Republic, 
a grandiloquent decree was published at 
Guayaquil, 8 November, 1895, signed by 
President Alfaro, setting out that “ it was 
unworthy o f the dignity o f the Government 
to continue the contract made in 1890 for 
the supply o f postage stamps,’’ such con
tract being o f a nature likely to bring dis
credit upon a Government as speculating in 
itsown postage stamps. In future the Govern
ment was to make contracts, etc., “ with 
manufacturers o f approved respectability.” 
Rather hard this on Mr. Seebeck, but evi
dently he was not appalled, for the new set 
for 1896 w-as put into preparation. Notwith
standing the decree, the Government accepted
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the stamps, probably because another of 
those little revolutions had absorbed its 
activities, and the intended issue with a por
trait o f the third President (Roca) was left 
for a  more convenient period.

This time Seebeck reverted to the shield 
type for his design, quite a  copy o f the 
stamps manufactured by the American Bank 
Note Co. Insult to injury ! Not only does 
he capture the customers o f the American Co., 
but he copies its designs.

1896. Wmk. Cap of Liberty. Perf. 11J.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
i c.t deep preen . 0 2
2 c., vermilion. 0 2
5 c., ultramarine . 0 2

10 c., brown 0 3
20 c., orange 0 4
50 c., deep blue. 0 4

is., yellow-brown . 0 4
5s., violet. . 0 6

Set of 8, unused, 1/6.

o 2 
o 2 
o 4 
o 2 
o 6 
o 6 
o 6

The commemorative stamps made their 
appearance on 9 October, 1896. T hey 
should have been issued on 5 June, 1896, 
but one of those revolutions common in the 
country led to a postponement. T hey 
were then promised for 10 August, a pro
pitious date, it being the anniversary of the 
day in 1809 when independence from Spain

had its first start off. Further troubles 
prevented the fulfilment o f the promise, and 
it was not until the date mentioned— still 
another anniversary, this time that o f the 
independence o f Guayaquil, and in 1896 the 
occasion o f a  special fete in honour o f  holding 
Congress there —  that the stamps were 
actually put on sale. A t first it had been 
suggested the series should bear a portrait of 
President Alfaro, but the modesty o f  this 
gentleman prompted a  refusal o f the honour. 
It was then decided to reproduce the features 
o f some of the members o f  the Liberal party 
o f 1845, a year in which the latter had 
enjoyed a brief spell o f power.

T he i c., 5 c., 20 c., and 1 sucre showed the 
portraits, embellished with laurels, o f Messrs. 
Vincente Roca, D iego Noboa, and Jose 
Olmedo, three stalwarts who had done 
yeoman service in the troublous times of ’45.

The 2 c., 10 c., and 50 c. had a portrait of 
General Elizalde, decorated with laurels, 
equally well deserved. T h e stamps, perf. 1 11, 
were manufactured in H am burg to the order 
o f the concessionaire, Mr. M. E . Valenzuela 
o f  Guayaquil, who, it transpired later, was to 
receive half the amount realized, or to retain 
half the supply for sale on his own account. 
Anyway, this gentleman was touting for 
orders in advance as early as December, 
1895, when dealers in all parts o f the world 
were invited to say how many of the stamps 
they would like at 2% commission over face, 
and whether they would prefer them unused, 
cancelled to order, etc. etc.

T he eleven days’ local sale was a  failure, 
perhaps owing to a very big fire that occurred 

| in Guayaquil on 5 and 6 October, and 
it was decided to keep the goods on offer 
till the end o f the year, when, by putting 
all other stamps in the background, it might 
be possible to raise that precious 30,000 
sucres.

9 Oct., 1896. Commemorative issue. I’erf. 11L

1 c., carmine

Unused.
j. d.

. 0 2

Used. 
s. d.
o 5

2 c., blue . . 0 2 0 2
5c., green. 0 1 0 4

10 c., ochre . . 0 4 0 8
20 c.t vermilion . . 0 4 0 4
50 c., purple 0 6 0 6

t s., orange . . 0 6 0 8
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Forgetting perhaps the reserve stock of 
ordinary stamps, or possibly as Mr. Seebeck 
was not too liberal with his supplies, some 
of the administrators fell back upon the old 
expedients to help out meagre stocks. 
Always at the end of the year South and 
Central Americans have dispatched a great 
quantity of greeting cards, which were 
franked by stamps of low value, and it is 
alleged that the provisionals (generally, it 
is true, created towards the end of a year) 
were usually by reason of this extra demand. 
From November to December, 1896, not only 
were fiscal, Official, and Postage Due stamps 
used for ordinary postage without over
print, but some postage and revenue stamps 
were specially surcharged. First the 20 c. 
and 50 c. of the current Seebecks were sur
charged for use as 5 c. and 10 c. respect
ively ; then long fiscal stamps, with varying 
dates, were overprinted “ 1896” and sur
charged with values 1 c., 2 c., 5 c., or 10 c., 
and, to give a more official appearance, im
pressed with a facsimile o f  the signature in 
initials of the Minister o f Finance, Seraphin 
Wither. The stamps were in use but a short 
time, and being limited in numbers are rather 
hard to find.

Nov., 1896. Stamps of 1896 surcharged.
Unused. Used. 

j. d. s. d.
5 c. in black on 20 c., orange 5 0  4 0

10 c. in magenta on 50 c., blue 4 0  2 0

Nov.-Dec., 1896. Rei-entte stamps surcharged 
in black.

Stamps dated 1887-8.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

5 c. on 10 c., orange . . 1 0  1 0
10 c. on 4 c., brown . . 1 6  1 6

Stamps dated 1891-2.
10 c. on 4 c., brown . — 10 o

Stamps dated 1893-4.
1 c.  on 1 c. ,  red . . . 1 0  1 0
2 c.  on 2 c. ,  blue . . . 0 9  0 9
5 c. on 10 c. ,  orange . —  —

( To be continued.)
P L E A S E  N O T E

T h e P r ic e s  Quoted in  th e  fo re g o in g  a rt ic le  a r e  tak en  fr o m  o u r  p u b l is h e r s ' la test  C a ta lo g u e , a n d  a r e ,  
th e re fo re , th e  P r ic e s  a t w h ich  S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L t a .,  w ill h a t e  p le a s u r e  in  s u p p ly in g  o n y  o f  th e  
sta m p s that m oy b e  n eed ed  b y  a n y  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s •

CINCO
CENTAVOS

Topical Hotcs
By CHARLES J. PH ILLIPS
N e w  F e a tu r e s  in  C . S . W .

I H A V E  pleasure in announcing some 
new features in our little weekly. F irs t :

Souvenirs of M. Pierre Mahd
Som e  of these short, chatty notes on the 
early days of Philately have already ap
peared in the M onthly Journal, but I have 
so much demand on my space in that paper 
for articles on advanced Philately that I 
have decided to transfer all lighter and 
chatty subjects to these pages, and I trust 
that my readers appreciated the first instal
ment published last week.

M. Mah<5 is too well known to the older 
stamp men to need any introduction in 
stamp circles,|but for the information o f  the 
younger collecto -s 1 may mention that he is 
one o f the oldest dealers in stamps in 
France, and actually published a catalogue 
in 1862 (one year before I was born); for 
some time he issued a monthly stamp paper, 
and wrote many articles showing consider

able study and research. For over twenty- 
five years he has had the arrangement of the 
greatest collection in the world in his hands, 
and 1 am glad to say that he is now— and 
has been for some years— busy rearranging 
it in the order of our Catalogues.
Omnium Gatherum
B y  “ Philologos,” will be the heading for 
short, chatty paragraphs translated front our 
foreign contemporaries by a member of our 
staff who has the gift of languages. He speaks 
and writes German, French, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese, and has some knowledge of 
Russian, Dutch, and modern Greek, and I 
think he will be able to spot many interesting 
items o f news in papers coming from all 
parts o f  the w orld.

No Halfpenny Stam ps in London 
It  sounds incredible, but it was impossible 
to buy a  halfpenny stamp this afternoon at 
the General Post Office. T h e supply was 
quite exhausted there, and at such places in
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the E ast End where on Sunday stamps are 
usually procurable. T he reason appears to 
be that the postal authorities had forgotten 
to prepare for the demand of the Metropolitan 
Jews. The Hebrew New Y ear Festival 
commences this evening. In recent years 
the sending o f New Y ear cards to friends 
has had a tremendous vogue amongst British 
Jews, and this year this form o f observance 
is more popular than ever. One shopkeeper 
told me this afternoon that since last night 
he had sold £ 4  worth o f halfpenny stamps, 
which he had laid in for the convenience o f 
his customers.— Leeds Mercury, 9 September.

T he Postage Stam ps of Saraw ak 
B y F. J. Melville. This interesting little 
book o f eighty pages, with eight well-printed 
plates o f illustrations, has just been published 
by Messrs. C. Nissen and Co. at the price 
o f is.

Mr. M elville has gathered together an 
amount o f very interesting new information 
about the early issues. The types o f 1875 
are all clearly described and illustrated. 
Attention is drawn to the fact that the first 
issue 3 c. stamp is known engraved as well 
as lithographed, and there are many in
teresting facts for the specialist. W e shall 
be pleased to supply copies o f  this book, 
price is. 2d. post-free.

Death of Professor Oren Root
I r e g r e t  to announce that Professor Root, 
o f Hamilton College, U .S.A., passed away

on 26 August last. H e was well known as a 
writer o f  much note, and was an ardent 
philatelist.

Professor Root was a brother o f Mr. Elihu 
Root, Secretary of State o f the United 
States, and was a man of great learning. 
During his long and useful life he had been 
a lawyer, preacher, public speaker, editor, 
writer, and educator. From 1880 until his 
death he occupied the Chair o f Mathematics 
at Hamilton College, and was well known as 
one o f America’s greatest mathematicians. 
H e had been an active stamp collector for 
many years.— IiedfielcCs S . IV.

Death o f Mr. Frank P . Lynde
I r e g r e t  to announce the somewhat sudden 
death at the end o f  August o f the above 
well-known New York collector. Mr. Lynde 
has visited London on several occasions, and 
was well known to many of us. Some years 
ago he was an active collector, but for a time 
practically went out o f stamps. About a 
year ago he had a serious illness which had 
confined him to his home ever since ; during 
the whole o f this time he took up stamp 
collecting again as the only hobby in which 
he found any pleasure, and hardly a day 
passed on which he did not have selections 
from our New York office. He was one of 
the most genial and good-hearted stamp 
men in New York, and his early death will 
be greatly deplored by many o f us.

Fuittbei* Dotes on
The Breitfuss Collection
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

T H E  following volumes have been priced 
since the last notice, and can now be 
sent on approval to collectors who 

desire to see them ; or the collection as far 
as priced can be inspected during office hours 
at 391 Strand, London.

V O L U M E  L I V
Naples, Sicily, Tuscany, Roman States, 

P arm a, Modena
A  good and valuable volume. The Naples 

include a fine range of used and unused 
in all shades and, in addition, nineteen of 
the forgeries that were used postally, showing 
various types in the different values, one o f 
the forgeries o f the 20 grana being on laid 
paper. In the “ T rin acrie” there are two of 
the blue “ A rm s” unused and two used, and 
o f  the “  Cross,” one unused and four used.

Sicily is a  pretty fair lot o f  this much- 
sought-for country. There are two pages o f

essays, including no less than fifteen dif
ferent colours o f the originals prepared by
G. Barone, of Palermo. Also a pair of the 
vermilion essays by G. Porcasi, the left-hand 
stamp showing the figure of Helvetia, and 
the right-hand the K ing’s H ead— an ex
tremely rare pair. T here is also a specimen 
by the same author o f the stamp in vermi
lion prepared from the reverse of a  coin. In 
the issued stamps there are twenty varieties 
o f retouches, including a few scarce ones.

Tuscany is quite a fine and interesting lot. 
First come a number o f the colour trials or 
printer’s proofs on unwatermarked paper. 
In the issued stamps, amongst the rare 
varieties, I note 1 soldo, orange and yellow, 
unused, three used 2 soldi, and a single and 
a pair unused, the latter being very rare ; of 
the 60 cr., two singles and a pair used, one 
unused, bought from Dauth in 1881 for £4. 
now valued at £36. T here are two of the
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3 lire, one unused, with full gum and excep
tionally large margins. This came from the 
Notthafift Collection. T he used one was 
bought from Moens nearly thirty years ago 
for £ 6, now valued at ,£50. T he other issues 
of Tuscany contain some exceptionally fine 
shades in the unused.

In the Roman States there is nothing 
special in the issued stamps, but a  very fine 
series o f essays, an exceptionally interesting 
lot being large-paper proofs o f Pope Pius IX  
in various colours.

In Parma there is a  good range o f unused 
and used, the best stamps being the provi
sional issue o f  1854, two each o f the 3 and 
15 and one o f the rare 25 brown, unused. 
In the Journal stamps a  very rare stamp is 
the 9 c., black on blue, used on portion of 
the original newspaper, dated from Piacenza, 
11 November, 1855.

In Modena there are two of the scarce 
1 lira, used. There is an exceptionally fine 
page of errors in the first issue, this con
taining twenty-eight different varieties.

V O L U M E  L X III
Sardinia. Ita ly , and S an  Marino

The Italian group in this collection is well 
up to the general average, and includes a 
number of very fine shades in the early 
issues. In Sardinia there is an exceptionally 
good lot of the issues of 1851, 1853, and 
1854. There are four to eight of each stamp 
unused and a number used, with a good 
many of the scarcer varieties on original 
letters. In the issues o f 1858 there is a  por
tion of an envelope franked with a  40 c. and 
half of a 40 c., used for a 60 c. rate. This 
is postmarked “  Resaro.”  There are a con
siderable number o f essays, specially those 
of 1862 and 1863. In the 1863 issue there 
is a fine specimen with large margin o f the 
15 c., blue, imperf. and used. In the Estero 
stamps there are quite a  number of the rare 
errors. One o f the scarcest amongst these 
is the 1 c. with the word “  E stero ” inverted. 
This stamp was bought in M arch, 1884, 
from the late M. Johannis. It is badly torn, 
but is, I believe, the first specimen o f the 
stamp I have had in my possession. In 
the collection there is also the 5 c., with one 
corner not altered, and four o f the different 
errors in the 10 c., buff, one o f the errors 
being contained in a  block of four. There 
are a number of scarce errors in inverted 
surcharges and inverted centres in the 
Official stamps.

In San Marino there are first o f all a 
number o f interesting letters franked with 
Italian stamps used in San Marino ; then a 
scarce lot of essays of 1866, full sheets of 
the various surcharges showing all the types 
and the arrangement on the various types on 
the sheets, very interesting and very seldom 
to be found. I notice a variety in this issue

that I have not hitherto chronicled, and that 
is the 5 c. on 10 c., ultramarine, in place of 
the ordinary colour o f Prussian blue.

V O L U M E  L X V  
Spain

A  rather strong volume containing not 
only unused and used in all shades, but also 
a  large number o f  blocks. In the better 
things are, issue 1850, an entire sheet o f 
twenty-four o f  the first black stamp of Spain, 
the 6 cuartos, with full gum, and on the back 
there is written a  certificate signed by the 
Director-General o f the Posts, and dated 
“ Madrid, June 3, 1850.” In 1851 there are 
a fine unused and two used of the 2 
reales, red ; o f  1852, 2 reales, unused, and 
two used ; o f  1853, 2 reales, unused, and 
two used ; also, the very rare 6 cuartos, car
mine, printed on grey-blue paper; of 1853, 
Madrid, 3 c., one unused and a beautiful 
used stamp on entire original envelope;
1854, 1 real, light blue, a superb used stamp ;
1855, watermark “ Loops,” a used block of 
seven of the 1 real, blue, containing the 
error “ 2 reales” ; 1865, 12 c., rose and 
blue, a unique horizontal pair, full gum, one 
stamp having the frame inverted. This pair 
was bought from Moens, who did not notice 
the error, and who sold it for five shillings ; 
it is now worth £200. Mr. IJreitfuss was 
offered ,£200 for it by a foreign dealer on 
behalf of a noted collector. There are also 
singles of this error, unused and used. In 
1865, perf., there are two o f  the 12 c., blue 
and rose, with frame inverted, both used. 
In 1867 there is an interesting stamp in the 
4 c., blue, imperf., with large margins all 
round on entire original letter and post
marked “ V igo  8 Aug. 67.” T h e issue of 
1867 shows a  horizontal pair o f the 10 mils., 
brown, printed tete-beche and extremely 
rare. T he stamps overprinted “  Habilitado 
por la N acion ” are a strong lot, and include 
a  number o f  very rare varieties. Issue o f 
1870: the 12 c. on entire envelope, printed in 
rose instead o f brown. T his volume con
tains a large number o f essays, many of 
them very scarce, and also a  good set of 
unused and used Telegraph stamps, and some 
pages of franks used for the correspondence 
from the Chamber o f Deputies, and others 
from the Senators, and another series used 
from the office of the Postmaster-General.

(TV be continued.)

A  V E R Y  H A N V S O M E  P R E S E N T
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a choice collection in itself.

£2* post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
39s Strand, London, W.C.
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British Stamps used J\broad
By I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS.
In tr o d u c tio n

T H E  ruthlessand sweeping reforms in the 
method o f collecting stamps which came 
into fashion in the early eighties have 

had a most beneficial effect on stamp collect
ing. W hen chaos disappeared and the new 
form— to which “ specialism” is the name now 
given—took its place,philatelists were enabled 
to devote their studies and research to the 
scientific side o f our hobby, and have thereby 
made it a  serious pursuit rather than the 
mere accumulation o f scraps o f paper. It 
is owing to this fact that Philately is now 
more alive than ever. Specialism of to-day 
demands not only an intelligent study o f  the 
stamps as actually issued, but also a con
sideration o f  the suggestions— the essays 
and proofs that were entertained before the 
stamps themselves came into being. A  field 
that has hitherto been comparatively neg
lected is the extra-territorial use o f certain 
stamps which form the pre-(philatelic)his- 
torical provisional issues o f certain countries. 
W e mean by this the use o f certain stamps, 
notably British, in various foreign countries 
and British colonies before such places had 
stamps of their own, or before such terri
tories had concluded treaties that gave their 
stamps franking powers outside their own 
borders. These stamps are interesting, 
therefore, to the specialists o f  the various 
countries where these offices happened to 
have been established, as being provisional 
issues of that country. They also appeal to 
specialists of Great Britain as being a dis
tinct branch of Post Office business.

These stamps can be distinguished from 
ordinary British only by the postmark, and 
have been called variously “ Colonial E n g
lish,” “  British stamps with foreign post
mark,” or “ U sed abroad.” This last term 
is by far the most correct, as British stamps 
have been used in places which are not 
by any means British colonies. “  Foreign 
postm arks” is scarcely correct— more par
ticularly as the postmarks themselves were 
allotted to the various offices by the British 
Post Office.

British offices abroad were opened at 
various dates between the years 1857 and 
1878. T he use of surcharges was not 
fashionable in those days, or this catalogue 
would not have been needed ; the various 
varieties— and who knows how many minor 
varieties ?— would have had a place in the 
standard Catalogue. In that case every
body would have wanted them, and a large 
number would now rank as great rarities.

NISSEN
W hen the majority o f these offices were 
closed in 1884, the only ones retained (those 
o f the Levant) adopted a surcharge in local 
currency to prevent the stamps being used 
at home, although at the same time un
surcharged British stamps remained avail
able and on sale there.

T h e  British post offices in the Levant 
have overprinted all the values now used 
there, either in local currency or with the 
word “  Levant.” T h e  other countries having 
joined the Postal Union, the British offices 
have been closed ; so it may now be asserted 
that the use o f British stamps abroad has 
ceased, except in Arm y post offices. Hence 
the desirability o f compiling this catalogue, 
which, by  the help o f  friends, we trust to 
make as complete as possible. E very  variety 
chronicled here does actually exist, and 
doubtful varieties have been omitted.

T he comparative rarity o f  these stamps is 
governed entirely by the actual number of 
the stamps used.

Large and important towns with a big 
trade and correspondence used a great 
many, and consequently numerous varieties 
o f these stamps exist, while small places 
with limited requirements used but few. One 
can, as will be seen by the number of 
varieties listed, form quite a  large collection 
o f such places as M alta, St. Thom as, etc., 
but o f  such places as Puerto de la Mar 
(Bolivia), or Vera Cruz (Mexico), two or 
three stamps will suffice for completeness.

It will perhaps be convenient to divide 
the various offices into seven groups as 
fo llow s:—

1. British Possessions in Europe.
2. T he Levant and Egypt.
3. The British W est Indies.
4. The South and Central American R e

publics.
Spanish and Danish W est Indies.

5. Naval stations.
6. Arm y field offices.
7. Royal N iger Company.
Group /.— Offices were opened in Malta 

and Gibraltar in 1857 ; Cyprus, 1878. Cyprus 
was closed in 1880, those at Malta and 
Gibraltar in 1884. From i860 to 1884 there 
were two offices in M alta ; one for the sale 
of ^d. stamps (Cat. I, Malta, No. 1, etc.), 
which, however, were only available for local 
postage ; the other for the sale o f British 
stamps for all external correspondence.

Group II. —  Constantinople office was 
opened in 1857. Smyrna, Beyrout, and 
Salonica in 1872-3 and 1885. T h e offices
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at Alexandria and Suez were closed in 1877; 
Constantinople, Beyrout, and Smyrna are 
still open, but the stamps actually issued 
there were surcharged in local currency in 
18S5. All current British stamps remained 
available for use, but owing to the issue of a 
special set overprinted “ L ev an t” they are 
now only passed out o f courtesy, being no 
longer really needed.

The overprinted series having a place in 
the standard Catalogue are not listed here.

Croup I I I .— The Postmaster-General, in 
his Annual Report for 1858, says: “ It 
having been found that the use of British 
stamps in Malta, Gibraltar, and Constanti
nople led to no forgery, the privilege has 
been extended to the British W est Indies.”

Offices were established in the principal 
towns in British Guiana and some of the 
W est Indies about the middle of 1858. 
They all ceased to use British stamps in May, 
i860, but still retained the office numbers 
allotted to them by the British Post Office,

The only values current during the above- 
named period being the id., Large Crown, 
Large Crown 16 (tem porarily); 2d., blue, pi. 7 
and 8 ; 4d., Large Garter, no letters, 6d. and 
is., they represent the utmost limit o f a 
collection o f any one o f these postmarks. In 
the majority o f cases only 4d., 6d., and is. 
values were used. Nos. A  79 and A  83 were 
transferred in 1870 from some of the naval 
stations to various small towns in Jamaica, 
but as they had then stamps o f their own, 
British stamps issued after 1870are not found 
with these marks. T hey may be found on 
British stamps of an earlier date, but these 
stamps belong to Group V.

Group I V .— Offices were opened as occa
sions arose in Central America, on the west, 
north, and east coast, beginning with 
Buenos Ayres, Montevideo, Valparaiso j in 
Central America at Panama, in Mexico, etc.; 
and in the foreign W est Indies, H ayti,Cuba, 
Porto Rico, etc. T he earliest was Buenos 
Ayres (1862); the last being Ponce in Porto 
Rico in 1873. T h e dates of their dis
establishment vary from 1877 to 1882, and

practically coincide with the entry into the 
Postal Union of the country in which the 
particular place happens to be. A s the 
letter rate from these parts to Europe was 
very high, ranging from is. to 2s. 6d. per 
£ oz., it naturally follows that the high-value 
stamps were those chiefly used. The rates 
for samples, books, and printed matter varied 
from id. to 3d. per oz., and the registration 
fee varied from 2d. to 4 d .; thus from most 
o f the important places one can find nearly 
all the values from id. to js. (in some cases 
1 os.) then current.

Group V. —  British naval stations em
ployed British stamp obliteration and office 
numbers from i860 to 1865. They were 
located in the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
China, Japan, Hong Kong, etc., West Coast 
o f Africa, and North America. In the case 
o f the British colonies, they retained the 
office numbers when they had stamps of 
their own (D 14, D 17, Straits Settlements, 
B  62, H ong Kong ; B 31, Sierra Leone, 
etc.), and it is doubtful whether all o f them 
actually issued British stamps. In other 
cases the number has cither been trans
ferred elsewhere, or the use of it has been 
dropped. The rate of postage for a sailor’s 
letter was id., and for an officer’s 6d.; these 
are the stamps commonly found. W e have, 
however, seen the 3d. 1862 used together 
with the 6d.,plate 5, and id., Large Crown, 14. 
T his may possibly be an officer’s registered let
ter, the registration-fee at the time being 4d.

Group VI.— Here we have the stamps 
used by the British Arm y post office on 
active service.

1. In the Crimea, 1854-6.
2. In E gypt and the Soudan, 1884-5.
3. In South Africa, 1899-1902.

Group V II .— British stamps were used 
without any overprinting at three offices in 
the territory belonging to the Royal N iger 
Com pany from 1895 till it was merged into the 
N iger Coast Protectorate, and divided into 
Northern and Southern Nigeria,on 1 January,
1900.

(T o be continued.)

Historical Philately
Garibaldi's newspaper Stam ps for naples
By NORMAN THORNTON

IN an article published in its issue o f July 
10, L a  Tt ’iuiiit o f Rome takes the 
opportunity offered by the celebration 

of the centenary of the birth o f  Garibaldi 
at Nice in 1807, to recall the fact that phil
atelists all over the world owe a  debt to his 
memory. T h e following facts may interest 
readers of G. S. W. Garibaldi was re

sponsible for two postage stamps, o f very 
modest origin, but which, little by little, on 
account o f their brief life, have risen to a 
position o f  such rarity that they are now 
to be numbered amongst the scarcest o f 
all Italian issues, unused specimens being 
catalogued by Gibbons at £%o and £2% 
respectively. These are the two half tor-
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nese values which appeared, the first (Fig.
I) in November, i860, and the second (Fig.
II) in December o f the same year.

Fig. 1. Fig. i i .

In 1859-60, as the outcome o f the Italian 
revolution, the stamp-issuing states o f  M o
dena, Parma, Rom agna, Tuscany, and Naples 
were annexed to the kingdom o f Sardinia 
under Victor Emmanuel 11. T h e  stamps o f 
Modena, Parma, and Rom agna were super
seded by those o f Sardinia (Figs. I l l  and IV), 
whilst for Tuscany a  special series was 
issued, bearing the arms of the kingdom of 
Sardinia (Fig. V) and at the same time the 
postal rate for newspapers in these districts 
was reduced from 2 centesimi to I cente- 
simo.

Fig. III. Fig. IV. Fig. V.

In the kingdom of Naples the cost o f trans
mission for printed circulars and newspapers 
was one half grano, equal to about two 
centesimi. On the deposition from this king
dom of the house o f  Bourbon, in the person 
of Francis II o f Sicily, son of the notorious 
King Ferdinand or, as he is usually called, 
“  Bomba,” Garibaldi had been appointed 
Dictator on behalf o f Victor Emmanuel. He 
gave orders to reduce the newspaper rate 
in the Neapolitan Provinces, in order to bring 
it into line with the new regulations in the 

' above-mentioned districts. A s there were no 
stamps of thislow valuein existence,he caused 
the letter “  G ” for “ Grano ” on the cliches 
of the i  grano stamp bearing the arms of 
the Bourbon dynasty (Fig. V I) to be altered

to distinguish it from the old £ grano, which 
is described in Gibbons as lake, but actually 
resembles more nearly the colour o f the old- 
fashioned red blotting-paper. A ll this was 
done strictly as a provisional measure, since it 
was distinctly stated that the Bourbon stamps 
would remain in force until their exhaustion, 
that is to say, even after the issue o f the new 
series for the Neapolitan Provinces bearing 
the embossed head of V ictor Emmanuel II, 
which issue appeared in February, 1861.

This £ tornese stamp is all the more rare 
because shortly after this, i.e. in December, 
i860, the cliches were subjected to still 
further alteration ; the Bourbon arms were 
erased, and in their place was engraved the 
Cross o f Savoy (Fig. 11). A ll this re-engraving 
was done by hand separately on each o f  the 
200 clichds which went to make up the plate, 
so that there are many minor differences in 
these stamps, and in all the genuine copies 
there m ay still be seen traces o f the original 
arms design on the white background of the 
cross.

This second stamp is the more historically 
interesting, since for about three months, 
from December, i860, to February, 1861, 
when the new set for the Neapolitan 
Provinces appeared, it alone, amongst the 
stamps o f  Naples, stood to represent the 
union o f that province with the new kingdom 
o f Italy.

Both o f  these stamps have been variously 
forged, but genuine specimens always have 
a  colon after the “ G or “ T w h i l s t  only 
two of the forgeries have any stop, which in 
each case takes the form of one dot o n ly ; 
in one instance the forgers took genuine 
used  ̂ grano stamps, and having faded 
out the red colour by a chemical process, 
then printed the forged blue i  tornese cross 
on the postmarked blanks thus obtained, 
but the original red impression can almost 
always be distinguished on careful exami
nation.

In March, 1862, all the issues mentioned 
above were superseded by the new stamps 
for the kingdom of Italy, which b y  the way, 
it is interesting to note, were first printed by 
Messrs. D e La Rue in London.

A  F I N E  " B IR T H D A Y  G I F T

Fig. VI.

into a “ T ” for “ Tornese,” half a tornese 
being approximately equal to one centesimo ; 
the stamp was then printed in blue, in order

No. 68, 1500 varieties.
Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 

1500 different Stamps form a splendid start for any 
one. A large number of really rare and valuable 
stamps are contained in this collection ; but it is 
impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly 
adding New Issues and Older Stamps when put* 
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed,

£\ 15s., post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbooe, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Omnium Gatherum
By “ PHILOLOGOS”
Six  W eeks' Imprisonment 
for Offering Forgeries

A C U R IO U S  and interesting case came 
recently before the courts of law in 
Dresden. A  Munich stamp dealer 

had sent to a  stamp dealer in Dresden a 
quantity o f forged stamps for the latter’s 
retail trade. The forgeries were very well 
m ade; in fact, they were made so well that 
only an expert could detect them. T h e 
Dresden dealer took a  very serious view of 
the case, for he regarded the sending to him 
of forgeries to be sold again as an outrage 
upon his professional honesty, and he entered 
an action against the unscrupulous dealer o f 
Munich. Luckily the law court in Dresden 
considered that the matter was o f general 
interest to the public, and the result was 
that the stamp dealer o f Munich was con
demned to six weeks’ imprisonment, and to 
pay all the costs o f the action against him.

A s it Should be Here— S ix  Months' 
Imprisonment for F ak in g
He r r  St r e ic h e r , o f Ecklinsrode, was 
laid by the heels lately by the court of 
justice at Bamberg, in Bavaria, and sen
tenced to six months’ imprisonment for 
having forged a quantity o f the high-value 
stamps o f the British Colonies, for having 
provided unused stamps with obliterations, 
and for having “ rem oved” the ink from 
the high pound-values o f South and E ast 
Africa, most of which are obliterated in ink, 
and thereby had been able to put them on 
the market as “ unused.” From this enter
prising but woefully misguided person came 
also numerous forgeries of the rare Belgium 
5 francs, with many forgeries o f the rarities 
of Switzerland.

A  Portuguese Flood
S p e c ia l is t s  in Portuguese Colonies will 
have a good time next year. T he number 
of postage stamps which the Portuguese 
Government will issue on I January, 1908, 
for use in its colonies, will be 248 ; at least, 
the Diario Oficial makes this terrible an
nouncement in good time.

Bosnia's Perforations
T h e  D .B .Z . mentions a  very fine selection 
of the new Bosnian stamps, shown lately at 
a meeting o f  the Philatelists’ Club in Berlin. 
These stamps displayed a number of 
different perforations; in fact, one unhappy 
stamp was perforated 13 on the bottom, 15 
on top, 10 on the left, 9 on the right, and

to make quite sure, 7§ down the middle. A  
perforation cornerwise would have made a 
good job of it. T he D .B .Z . adds: “ It is 
hard to find these rarities even in Bosnia 
itse lf; they are sold in Vienna, where all 
the stamps are to be found obliterated in 
whole sheets.”

N ew  Bosnians Contemplated 
It  is announced that the new stamps o f  
Bosnia are about to be changed, because 
the Bosnians, who are o f  Slav origin, are 
protesting against the use o f the German 
language on these stamps.

Sale of Dr. Voisin's Collection
ONE of the finest collections o f  French 
stamps to be found in Paris has just changed 
hands. Dr. Voisin has sold his special col
lection o f France to M. Bardon for /1600. 
Dr. Voisin is acknowledged to be an expert 
o f high standing.

H ow  to treat Forgeries
M. JULES INGELKINGER, o f Dampmart, near 
Lagny, Seine-et-Marne, France, sent lately 
to a collector at Aix-la-Chapelle a  selection 
of the better stamps of the French colonies 
Guyane, New Caledonia, Obock, Martinique, 
Gaboon, Senegambia, Nossi-Bd, and others. 
Every stamp was forged, and M. Ingelfinger 
had gone to the trouble of putting on the 
back of every stamp a forged imitation o f 
the mark used on genuine stamps by a 
Berlin expert, “ J. Schl," who, happening to 
see the forgeries, tore every piece across, 
and then stamped each piece with the word 
“ F a lse ” ; thus, those identical pieces will 
do no more harm.

Beware of These T w o ! !
Ma jo r  A. V on  L in d h o lm , Villa Lindholm, 
Terrioki, Finland, and J. V. Poschner, 
Matveyeffskaya, 52 W indau, Baltic Pro
vinces, are two swindlers who have found it 
so profitable to ask for approval-selections, 
that, in spite of all warnings made in the 
Philatelic Press of Europe of late, they con
tinue to show a brazen front.

Death of M. Albert Thumin 
W e learn with regret o f the death o f M. 
Albert Thumin, o f the firm o f Thumin 
Frdres, of Paris. M. Thumin was a well- 
known dealer, and respected greatly by all 
with whom he came into contact. His un
looked-for death at the early age o f thirty-four 
years means a loss to Philately generally.
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Hcto Issues
By FRANK PH ILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new Issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips, 
3 9 1 Strand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
Information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from the colonies in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a  specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address.

Abyssinia.— With regard to the stamps de
scribed in our issue of 31 August, we take the 
following interesting information from the Illus- 
triertes Briefmarken-Jotirnal (14.9.07):—

This surcharge means “  Second,”  and refers to 
the reigning Negus, Menelik I I ; it is pronounced 
dagmauih. Menelik's full title is as follows: 
“  Moa anbasa z’imnagada juda, dagmauih Meni- 
lek, sjuma egziabiher, negus nagast z’Elijopija ”  ; 
which translated reads: “ The victorious lion 
descended from Juda, the second Menelik, God’s 
Anointed, King of the Kings of Ethiopia.’*

We do not quite see the object of this overprint, 
unless it be in the nature of a third party’s effort 
at philatelic speculation.

Touching the overprint of the denomination, 
we learn that it was never officially sanctioned. 
The postal tariff of Abyssinia is arranged on a 
“ guerche” and “ talari” currency. The talari 
of Menelik II is equivalent to 16 guerches, and 
is worth about frs. 2.40 at the present day, as 
against frs. 3.20 formerly. The overprint in 
francs and centimes was first used to facilitate 
the payment for stamps with French money, but 
the overprints recently chronicled appear to be 
an indication of the face value of the stamp in 
the currency of the country ; this is really neces
sary, as there are otherwise no arabic figures 
giving any indication of the value.

Chile.— We do not appear to have chronicled 
the Marine Official stamps of this country, 
although they are fully described in the Monthly 
Journal of 29 J une.

Ten oblong labels have been issued, all printed 
on white paper except one, which is on deep 
blue; four are imperforate, and four are per
forated 11.

Each label bears an overprint indicating that 
it is intended to frank a special class of postal 
matter, such as letters, parcels, etc .; and each 
label also bears a different number, which is used

C H lft 
MimiTERIODe MARINA

to determine how many stamps of each class 
have been used, so as to facilitate book-keeping

between the Ministry of Marine and the Post
Office.

These stamps are all used by the Ministry of 
Marine to frank postal matter in the country 
itself only.

SingU'.lincd fram e. Numbered in violet. Irnpcrf 
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
(No value), pale blue, ’with carta

in ye llow .........................................—  —
(No value), red, w ith  opicio in  pale

b lu e ................................................. —  —
(No value), violet, with  paquete

in  r e d .........................................—  —
(No value), brown on blue, w ith

large tetters “ E P "  in  violet . — —

Second fra m e a n d  numerals in  black. P erf. 11.
(No value), blue, with  carta in

y e l l o w .........................................—  —
(No value), red, with opicio in  blue —  —
(No value), brown, with  paquete

in green . . . .  - —  —
(No value), green, with large letter

'* C ” i«red . . . .  —  —

Besides this set there is another authorized for 
external use only; it consists of some of the 
stamps of the current set, overprinted, in red, 
with a small anchor, above which the word 
o f i c i a l  forms an arch.
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Overprinted in red as illustration.
Unused. Used, 
f ,  d. s. d.

x c., g r e e n .......................................—  —
3 c. on i p., brown . . .  —  —
5 c., b l u e .......................................— —

to c., black and grey . . .  —  —
i 5 c. „  purple . . .  — —
ao c. ,, orange-brown . —  —
50 c. „  blue . . .  — —

1 p. „  brown . . .  — —

We have received a letter from the Ministry of 
Marine to the Postmaster-General, dated 24 June, 
1907, and stamped with the official seal, which 
authorizes the use of these stamps, so there is no 
doubt as to their genuineness.

East Africa and U g a n d a .— Lieut. Swinhoe- 
Phelan, writing under the date of 7 August, 1907, 
informs us that he has seen a copy of the io 
rupees on multiple-watermarked, chalk-surfaced 
paper. There is now only one value of the set, 
the 50 rupees, that still has the watermark Crown | 
and C C  ; perhaps we shall not hear of its being 1 
changed yet awhile, as there cannot be a very 
great demand for such a high value ; 50 rupees is | 
equivalent to about £5. 6s. 8d.

Wmk. M ult. Cr. C A . Chalk-surfaced paper.
Unused. Used. 
s. d . s. d.

10 rup., black and ultramarine . —  —

France.— The 10 c., vermilion, of the latest 
Sower type (without sun, or ground under feet), 
is chronicled by L'Echo de la Timhrologie 
(15.9.07), with the overprint “ F. M.,”  indicating 
“ Franchise Militaire.”

F. M.

M ilitary  F rank Stamp. Sower type, overprinted as 
above. Perf. 14X134.

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s. d.

10 c., vermilion . . . .  —  —

French Congo. —  The Breilfuss Collection 
contains an uncata ogued variety, the 5 c. on 15c., 
blue (No. 2). The Wack surcharge appears twice 
on the stamp, similar portions of it being 4 mm. 
apart vertically. This variety is doubly interest
ing, as it is se tenant with a normally surcharged 
stamp.

W ith double surcharge, in black, Perf. 14X1:4.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
5 c. on 15 c., blue . . . .  — —

Gaudeloupe.— In the Breitfuss Collection we 
have found a variety hat we do not catalogue of 
the 25 c. on 30c., cinnamon (No, 15). The black 
surcharge is printed twice, and is quite distinct, 
the frames of the two surcharges being quite a 
millimetre apart.

W ith double surcharge, in black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
25 c. on 30 c., cinnamon . . — —

G w alior.— We learn from VEckode la Titnbro• 
logte (15.9.07) that the 4 anna Indian stamp, with 
the inscription I n d i a  p o s t a g e  a n d  r e v e n u e , 
has been overprinted for use in Gwalior. This 
is the first of the five Native States to receive 
a supply of the Indian stamp with the new 
inscription overprinted in this way.

GWALIOB

H ead o f  K in g  Edw ard V IE  
Overprinted, in  black, as above.

Unused. Used. 
s. it. s. d.

4 a., pea-green . . . .  —  —

Luxem burg.— We learn that three more values, 
the 15 c., 374 c., and 50 c., have been issued in the 
new design, of which we have already chronicled 
four values, the 10c., 124c., 20c., and 25c. We 
suppose that the new design will also extend to 
the four remaining values, namely, 30 c., I fr., 
24frs., and 5 frs. ; and also possibly to the four 
lower values of the set, the 1 c., 2c.} 4c., and 5 c.

In our issue of 31 August we announced that 
the 124 c. would shortly undergo modification, as 
it was found that the fraction was not sufficiently 
clear; if that is so, we really think it is absurd 
to issue a 374 c. of the same nature, as the fault 
in the former stamp will be equally apparent in 
the latter.
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In the same number (31 August) we spoke of a 
projected 87$ c . ; this was, of course, a printer’s 
error for 37 $ c.

Portrait 0 /the G rand D u k e. Per/. 11 X 114.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
15 c., red-brown.................................0 3  —
37J c., g r e e n .....................................0 6  —
50 c., brown . . . . . 0 8  —

N ew  South W ales.— We learn from Even's 
Weekly Stamp News (14.9.07) that two more 
values, the £cL and 4d., have been issued on 
Victorian paper, watermarked Crown and double* 
lined A. This makes seven values out to date, 
the other five already chronicled being the id., 
2d., 2$d«, 6d., and is.

W m k. C ro w n  a n d  P er/, is X xi£.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d.
$d.t blue-green . . . .  — —
4(1., b r o w n ..................................— —

N ew  Zealand.— On Wednesday, 11 Septem
ber, in accordance with the prevailing custom, 
Lieut.-Colonel Kearns, the Common Crier, pro
ceeded from the Mansion House to the top of 
the steps at the Royal Exchange, where, in 
sonorous voice, he recited the King’s proclama
tion conferring upon the Colony of New Zealand 
the new title of Dominion.

We sincerely hope that the postal authorities 
will not strive to emulate other colonies we could 
name by issuing a series of commemorative 
stamps to celebrate the occasion.

Nicaragua.— Our New York house continues 
to keep us well supplied with varieties of this 
country. We now list as follows

Type 36, printed by the American Bank 
Note Company, overprinted “ B— Dto. Zelaya,” 
in black, and also “  Vale 20 c.” , in black, reading 
downwards; as before there are two varieties of 
the “ o ”  in “ 2 0 ": (a) wide, thick " 0 ,"  of which

there are eighteen in a pane of twenty-five 
stamps, and 0$) narrow, tall “  0,”  of which there 
are seven.

The second novelty we have to record is again 
Type 36, but the Waterlow print, 20 c., claret, 
overprinted “ B— Dpto. Zelaya.”

V ale 1 0 4

Vale 10$
Dto. Zelaya i>

Type 36. A m erica n  p r in t. O verp rinted  ** B—Dto. 
Zelaya,” in  b la c k ; a n d  a lso .**Vale 2 0  C .” ,  rea ding down
w a rd s. J  ' t

(/*) W ith  w i f i ,  th ic k  “  O.”
i , *, -Unused. Used.

( * s. d . s . d .
30 c. on s c., blue . . .  • . x o —

(£) W ith  n arrow , t a l l  “  0.”
3 0  c. on 5 c., b l u e  .  .  .  .  *  o —

B

Dpto. Zdava

Type 36, W aterlow  p r in t.  O v erp rin ted  as illu stra tio n .
3 0  C . ,  c l a r e t .................................................... 1 3  —

Papua.— We read in the Australian Philatelist 
(1.8.07) that when the stock of the present sur
charged stamps is exhausted, it is highly probable 
that the design of British New Guinea will be 
used, with the inscription in the top label altered 
to p a p u a . It is most likely that the stamps will 
be printed in Australia on the Commonwealth 
paper.

We copy the following paragraph from the 
Stamp Collector's Fortnightly (7.9.07):—
Are the Papuans “ Gumpaps” ?

“  I observe that the Australian Philatelist Is 
making a vigorous defence of the surcharge 
‘ Papua’ on the stamps of British New Guinea, 
and having already taken the Monthly Journal to 
task for ‘ needlessly sneering’ at this alleged un
necessary overprint, now assails the Philatelic 

Journal oj Great Britain on the same ground. 
‘ What we cannot understand,’ says the Australian 
Philatelist, ‘ is, the Editors of both these journals 
sneer at the Papuan stamps, and yet the pro
prietors offer them for sale to collectors.’

“  A  contributor to Gibbons Weekly, commenting 
on this utterance, slily observes that the stamp 
dealer is a sinful man at best, but the editor is a 
philosopher who labours day and night to make 
the world worth living in.

“ After all, was the ‘ Papua * overprint a necessary 
embellishment? I should like to see the Austra- 
lian Philatelist make some attempt to demonstrate 
its necessity, rather than talk back at journals 
which, whatever their faults may be, are at least 
imbued with a desire to further the best interests 
of Philately.”

As we do not appear to have illustrated the 
two types of the overprint “ Papua” on the 
stamps of British New Guinea, we now do so.
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The first type was used to overprint all values 
from Jd. to 2s. 6d., while the second type, which

P a p u a *  P a p u a -

is*smaller and has thinner letters, served for the 
overprinting of a second supply of the id. and 
4<1., as chronicled in our issue of 31 August.

Ewett's Weekly Stamp News (14.9.07) chronicles 
another value, the 2s. 6d., black and brown, 
bearing the second surcharge.

O v erp rin ted  ** Papua," second  type.
Unused. Used, 

x. d . x. d.
xs. 6d., black and brown . . .  — —

Salvador.— In addition to the three stamps 
chronicled in our issue of 21 September, L'Echo 
de la Timbrologie (15.9.07) chronicles three pro
visionals. The current design of President Pedro 
Jose Escalon is overprinted with the black shield 
12 mm. wide, and is also surcharged with new 
values. We have not as yet seen specimens of 
these, so we do not know what the surcharges 
are like, nor in what colour they have been 
printed.

It is probable that Dom Escalon is no longer 
President, and that the Post Office authorities 
are preparing a stamp of new design; naturally 
no further supplies of the old design were printed, 
and some values being exhausted, they had to be 
provided by surcharging some of the surplus 
stamps of other values.

O verprinted  in  black  w ith  s h ie ld s 2 m m . w id e  a n d  
su rch a rg ed  (?).

Unused. Used, 
x. d . x. d .

x c. on $ c., black and blue . —- —
ac. „  6 c. „  carmine — —

10 c. ,, 6 c. „  „  — —

Spain.— L'Echo de la Timbrologie (15.9.07) 
is told that yet another commemorative set is to be 
issued, namely about the latter half of September. 
The pretext was readily found this time in the 
Industrial Exhibition now taking place at Madrid. 
The design is said to consist of two medallion 
portraits of King Alfonso XIII and of Queen 
Victoria Eugenie. The inscription at the top 
reads: Expo*. d e  I n d u str ias  de  M a d r id , and 
at the bottom appears the word E sp a S a .

We are informed that these stamps will be 
allowed to frank letters handed in only at the 
post office installed in the Exhibition, and also 
that there will be twelve values, from 2 centimos 
to 10 pesos.

Sudan.— L'Echo de la Timbrologie (15.9.07) 
chronicles a change of colour of the 4 mils, issued 
about December, 1906. The cotour is now red 
and brown (the centre being in red), instead of 
pale blue and brown. This change was not un
expected, as 4 mils, is equivalent to id., so 
the former colours were not in accordance with 
the regulations of the Postal Union. The water
mark and perforation remain unchanged.

C en tre  in  f i r s t  colour. W m k. M u lt. S t a r  a n d  
Crescent. P er/ . 14.

Unused. Used, 
x. d . s . d .

4 mils., red and brown . . . — —

Surinam.— Mr. J. B. Robert informs us that 
four more values of the figure type are to be 
issued in December or January next, and that 
they will l)e perforated 1 i as before. They are as

follows: I c., olive-green; 2 c., red-brown; 
2} c., deep green; and 3 c., orange-yellow.

Mr. Robert also gives us the exact dates upon 
which the stamps chronicled in the Supplement 
were issued: the 15c., 20c., 30c., 50c., I g., 
and 2} g. were all issued on I August, 1907, and 
the 25 c. on 1 January, 1907.

S.B.—Ths prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39 t Strand, London, W.C.
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Jln$u>ctt$ to Cotwespondents
\V\ F. S. (Pu t n e y ).— Many thanks for cutting. 

You will see that the matter you refer to has l>een 
fully written up by our Mr. Frank Phillips in the 
last number of G. S. W.

F. J. D. (IIo lyw o o d ).— Many thanks for your 
congratulations on the improvements in the 
Weekly. Glad you find it a “  ripping, most in
teresting, and useful magazine” ; that is what 
we are trying to make it. The only import
ant varieties in the a r m y  o f f ic ia l s  are the 
id ., vermilion, and id., lilac, with “  i ”  for “ l ”

in official. These two stamps also are collected 
with a variety called “ short !.,”  which is really 
the ordinary letter with a piece broken off the 
foot. The other minor varieties you mention are 
caused by worn or broken type, and while 
specialists may take them, they are of but small 
interest or value.

H. W . (Be d fo r d ). —  Glad you found the 
packets such good value. Yes, wc recommend 
the 3000 and 4000 varieties; you will find they 
contain only stamps in really good condition.

Philatelic Societies
H u ll  a n d  E a s t  R id in g  
P h ila t e lic  S o c ie t y

Promt d e n t : Mr. ft. W. Dewing.
Hon. S ecreta ry :  Mr. A. R. Hebblethwaite.

T h e  annual general meeting o f the Hull and 
East Riding Philatelic Society was held at 
Powolny’s Restaurant, when a good number of 
members were present.

The Secretary’s report and balance-sheet showed 
a healthy state of the Club’s finance and the 
membership a still increasing one, over twenty 
having joined during the past year. The Ex
change Branch, which was started a few months 
ago, had proved a great success.

The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing season :— President, Mr. R. W. Dewing ; 
Hon. Treasurer and Expert, Mr. II. Immencamp; 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. A. R. Hebblethwaite; 
Librarian, Mr. L. Henry ; Committee, Messrs. 
Perkins and Teesdale, in addition to the above 
officers.

Meetings are held ever)' first and third Friday 
evenings in the month. During the winter 
session papers have been promised by Messrs. 
Immencamp, Storry, and Hebblethwaite.

A hearty vote of thanks to the past officers and 
committee terminated the proceedings.— Eastern 
Morning AVwj, 10 September.

J u n i o r  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  
Brighton Branch 

Prmeident: F. J. Meluille.
Hon. Sec. and Treae.: J. Corntr-8poket, 22 Denmark Terrace, 

Brighton.

Programme for Season 2907-8 
Oct. 24— Display : Sarawak, Fred J. Melville. 
Nov. 14— Display : Cape of Good Hope, M. P. 

Castle.
Nov. 28— Display: Colombia and Brazil, A. H. L. 

Giles, r .n .

Dec. 12— Paper and Display: Cashmere, A. J. 
Sefi.

Jan. 9— Display: Mrs. Field. Paper, “ Queens 
and their Stamps,”  H. Clark.

Jan. 23— Paper and?Display : J. Ireland.
Feb. 13— Display: Mexico and Uruguay, A . H. L. 

Giles.
Feb. 27— Display : W. Mead.
Mar. 12— Display: Great Britain, Line-Engraved,

S. R. Turner.
Display : J. P. S. Forgery Collection,

11. Lee..
Mar. 26.
Apr. 9— Paper: “ World-wide Philately,”  II. 

Clark.
Apr. 23.
May 14.
May 28— Annual General Meeting.

AW*.— The above is subject*to revision. Extra 
meetings may beheld.

J u n i o r  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y
Liverpool Branch
T he first meeting of the season was held on Mon
day, 16 September, in the Society’s new room, 
6 Colquitt Street. The new quarters are a great 
improvement, and were quite necessary owing 
to the great increase in members.

Mr. Phelps was in the chair, andjfitteen 
members were present.

Two new members, Messrs. F. H. Hill and 
R. A. Richardson, were elected, and fourteen 
more were to l>e put up for election at the next 
meeting. The total meml>ership now exceeds 
seventy.

A  paper on Norway and a display for com
petition concluded the evening. The paper given 
by Mr. Bate was very interesting, complete, and 
full of information not generally known.

Printed by W. B r e n  d o n  f t  S o n ,  Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , Ltd., 39s Strand, London, W.C.
5 October, 1907.
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Countries of the tilorid
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL
E c u a d o r — continued.

IT  is difficult to understand the next class 
of stamps put on sale by this unbusiness
like Republic. T he conditions o f the 

contract made with Seebeck’s agent provided 
for the return o f  all remainders to the con
tractors at the end of each year. Yet early in 
1897, instead o f a  new series o f stamps being 
obtained, those o f 1896, as w ell as a quantity 
o f the stamps o f  1S94 and i8gy, are issued 
overprinted “ 1897-1898.” How is it to be 
explained that the postal authorities had a 
reserve o f these stamps o f  1894 and 1895? 
It would be supposed that so honourable a 
Government, which felt itself compelled to 
publish so virtuous a decree as that referred 
to previously, viz. that o f 8 November, 1895, 
would have at all costs seen that its part o f 
the bargain was carried out. Steps were 
to have been taken to secure stamps from 
“ manufacturers of approved respectability," 
yet down to March, 1897, nothing had re
sulted, and instead o f “ re-establishing the 
credit of the postage stamps of Ecuador,” 
the latter were in worse odour than ever. 
It is also difficult to reconcile this advertised 
attitude with the jobbery connected with the 
commemorative stamps. T he decree stated 
that the remainders were to be destroyed 
after eleven days, yet, far from burning these, 
some of the stamps were overprinted “  1897- 
1898,” others had a special circular control, 
impressed, and the actual remainders were 
handed over to the concessionaire for dis
posal at his own sweet will. An inquiry 
from our publishers through the consul at 
Guayaquil elicited the following information, 
which in December, 1897, the Monthly 
Journal considered as absolutelyauthentic:—  

The reason for obliterating the stamps with 
“  1897-8 ” was owing to a big robbery of stamps in 
the Fiscal Office in Quito, and afterwards another 
large robbery of a considerable quantity of 
stamps by a party of Revolutionists on the way 
between Riobamba and Guayaquil. The stamps 
without this overprint, after these robberies, were 
not accepted as postage, therefore none of these 
overprints were of a speculative nature. The

commemoration stamps were issued under contract 
by a Mr. Valenzuela, and only intended for 
circulation from 9 to 30 October ; but as by 
accident several values of the 1866 issue were 
also put in circulation on these days, it was de
cided that the commemoration stamps should not 
be withdrawn from circulation, and should be 
available for any time. Therefore we can hardly 
think that these can be considered speculative. 
The 1,2, and 10 c. of these commemorative stamps 
were overprinted, in May, “  1897-98”  for use in 
towns except Guayaquil. The stamps to be used 
in Guayaquil were overprinted with a circular 
stamp [illustrated Mow] and all those ordered by 
the Government were printed in black only and 
are not speculative, but were a bona fide issue.

T he explanation may be taken for what it is 
worth, but as the Revenue stamps were also 
overprinted “ 1897-1898” at the same time, 
there may be something in the “ robbery 
excuse.”

Certain however it is, that Valenzuela 
applied the circular handstamp without 
authority, and in blue as well as in black. 
The 20 c., 50 c., and 1 sucre with black over
print, and all seven values with overprint in 
blue, are constantly met with, but are only 
reprints and should be refused by collectors.
March-M ay, 1897. Various issues overprinted

diagonally “  1897-1898” (various types) in  black.
Stamps o f  1894.

Unused. 
s. d,

1 c., pale blue . . . 0 6
2 c., yellow-brown . . 0 9
5 c., green . . . 0 4

10 c., vermilion . . 2 6
20 c., black . . . 2 0
50 c., orange . . . 3 0

1 s., carmine . . . 5 0
5 s., deep blue . . . —

Stamps o f  1895*
1 c., blue . . . t o
2 c., yellow-brown . . 0 6
5 c., blue-green . . 1 6

10 c., pale red . . 2 0
20 c., black . . . 6 0
50 c., pale orange . . t o

1 s., carmine . . . 10 o
5 s., deep blue . . to o

Used. 
s. d, 
o 6 
o 6 
o 4 
o 9 
o 6 
t o 
2 6

o 6 
o 6 
2 o
0 9
1 o 
4  ° 
7 6

I
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Commemorative stamps.

t c.t carmine .

Unused. 
5. d.

• 0 3

Used. 
s. d.
2 0

a c., blue . 0 6 —
5 c., green . 10 0 —

toe., ochre . 0 6 2 6
20 c., vermilion . — —
50 c., purple . — —

1 s., orange . • — —

May, 1897. Commemorative stamps overprinted as 
above in black.

1 c., carmine . . 0 4 0 6
2 c., blue 0 4 1 0
5 c., green . 0 4 —

10 c., ochre . 0 6 —

A t last there was evidence o f a supply by 
a  manufacturer o f  approved respectability. 
On 23 June, 1897, the first value (5 c.) o f a 
new series o f stamps manufactured by 
Messrs. W aterlow and Sons, Ltd., London, 
was put on sale, and the other values followed 
at short intervals. The design resembles 
that o f the earlier stamps with the familiar 
shield, and naturally the execution was of the 
highest class. T he stamps were in sheets of 
100, ten rows o f ten, and had the well-known 
irregular W aterlow perforation. W ith com
mendable prudence the stamps were con
signed to the Bank of Guayaquil, and not to 
the order of the Government.

CtORRtOS tilAOOR

23 June, 1897. Watering type. Perf. 15, 16.

1 c., green .

Unused. 
s. d.

. 0 3

Used. 
s d . 
0 1

2 c., orange . . O 3 0 1
5 c., lake l 0 0 1

10 c., brown . . 0 4 0 2
20 c,, yellow . . O 6 0 6
50 c., ultramarine . 1 0 I 0

1 s., grey . 2 0 —
5 s., lilac . • 7 6 12 6

Evidently a  fair stock was laid in, for postal 
fiscals, though still used, were much less fre
quently resorted t o ; and there were no 
provisional postage stamps till the middle of 
1899. A  new lot o f stamps had been ordered 
from Messrs. W aterlow, but before their 
arrival the stock of current 1 c. and 5 c. ran 
short, and the following provisionals were 
issued.

May, 1899. Waterlow stamps surcharged in black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 c. on 2 c., orange . 0 3  0 3
5 c. on 10 c., brown . 0 4  0 4

T h e new stamps arrived almost immedi
ately, and were a  handsome lot. There were 
the usual eight values, each with a  distinct 
design, showing portraits of well-known men 
o f the country. T h e stamps were beautifully 
engraved and executed, perforation and 
make-up being as before.

(Vargas Torres.)

(Juan Montalvo.)

(Espego)

(01medo»)

(Carbo.)

(Moncayo )
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June, 1899. Portrait series. Vignette in first colour. 
Perf. 15, 16.

I c., black and dull blue .

Unused. 
s. d. 
O I

Used.
s. d. 
O 1

2 C. „ brown-lilac O 1 O 1
5 c. »» carmine . O 2 0 1

10 c. »* dull violet O 4 O 2
20 c. »» green O 8 O 4
50 c. 1* rose . I 3 1 0

I s. „ ochre 4 6 3 0
5 s* »» lilac . 20 0

In January, 1900, a German paper chroni
cled the I sucre o f 1896, surcharged DIEZ 
CENTAVOS, similarly to the provisional o f 
1883, but though the Catalogue still includes 
this stamp, there is some doubt as to its 
proper status. T h e remainders o f the 1896 
stamp, in the hands o f the Ecuador authori
ties, had previously been overprinted “  1897- 
189S,” so the alleged provisional was either 
one o f an earlier date previously unchronicled 
or something worse. General collectors can 
safely ignore it.

In 1901 there was a fresh supply of stamps 
in the same design, etc., as those o f 1899, 
but with the frames changed in colour.

1901. Portrait series. Colours changed.

1 c. black and carmine .

Unused. 
s. d.
0 1

Used. 
s. d. 
0 1

2 c. „ green 0 2 0 1
5 c« purple 0 3 0 1

IOC* „ indigo 0 5 0 1
20 c. ,, slate . 0 8 0 2
50 c. pale blue . — 1 0

1 S. ,4 brown . — 1 6
5 S* grey-black — —

In July, 1902, in consequence of a fire 
which destroyed the greater part of the j 
town of Guayaquil, a very large quantity of 
stamps in the Government stores were de
stroyed or stolen. Apprehending that these 
stamps might be brought into use, the 
Government authorized its governors of 
provinces to handstamp control marks on 
their stocks in hand. Twenty-two of such 
marks are known, and a full list is given 
in the Catalogue, but the general collector 
can well be satisfied with the set without the 
overprint.

Those with overprint are hard to obtain, 
and though ten provinces are known de
finitely to have made use o f  the device, the 
stamps without such marks are by far the 
commoner.

A t the end o f  1902, the familiar provisional, 
but this time of quite a  modest character, 
made its appearance, and doubtless the usual 
New Y ear demand justified its use. The 
current Revenue stamp was the one selected 
for the purpose.
December, 1902. Revenue stamp dated 1901-1902.

Surcharged in black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 c. on 25 c., yellow . 0 3  0 4

Philatelists were then given quite a  rest. 
A  sale o f remainders was advertised for 15 
January, 1903, but nothing has been recorded 
in the philatelic papers as to its success. 
Perhaps, however, the placing o f the remain
ders o f the first Waterlow set on the market 
this year may be one o f the results. In the 
middle o f 1904 a  commemorative set was 
issued in honour o f Captain Abdon Calderon, 
“ who won the battle o f Pichincha on 24 
May, 1814, and by that victory assured the 
independence from Spain.” This time the 
set consisted o f six values handsomely turned 
out, and apparently of American production, 
and were for internal postage only. The 
quantities issued, according to the decree 
authorizing the labels, were— 1 c., 300,000 ; 
2 c., 150,000; 5 c., 160,000; 10 c., 60,000; 
20 c., 30,000 ; 50 c., 8000.

June, 1904. Portrait of Calderon. The 50 <:. same 
type as the 5 c., the other values as 1 c. Vignette 
in first colour. Perf. 12. Unused. Used.

x. d. x. d.
1 c., black and red .
2 c. ,, blue
5 c. yellow

10 C. 4, red .
20C. ,, blue
5 0 C* " yellow

I n 1906 a few more
made by surcharging the Revenue stamps 
similarly to the provisional of December, 
1902, probably at the end of the year as 
usual, since they were not chronicled in the 
stamp magazines till this year. It seems a 
pity the authorities do not anticipate this 
New Y ear demand.

Dec., 1906. Revenue stamps dated **1901-2.
Surcharged in black.

Uoused. Used.
t. d. s. d.

1 c. on 5 c., grey-lilac . 0 9 —
1 c. on 20 c., grey . — —
1 c. on 1 s., pale blue . — —
3 c. on 5 c., grey-lilac 
3 c. on t s., pale blue

. — —

. 0 6 —
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Quite lately, as diligent readers o f  G.S. W. 
will have noticed, a new set of stamps has 
been issued with frames and general appear
ance similar to the last general issue, but with 
a  new set o f portraits, all of past Presidents. 
T he stamps, as before, have been manu
factured by W aterlow and Sons, Limited, 
London.

(President (Jen. Robles.) (President Gen. L'rvina.)

(Pres. Dr. Garcia Moreno.) (President Carrion.)

(President Dr. Espinoza.) (President Dr. Borreio.)

1907. President series. Vignettes in first colour.
Per/. 14, 15.

1 c., black and carmine .

Unused.
s. d.

. 0 I

Used. 
s. d.

2 c. ,, pale blue * 0 2 —
3 c* .. orange . . 0 2 —
5 c. „ lilac-rose • 0 3 —

10 c. ,, indigo . , 0 6 —
20 c. ,, pale green — —
50 c. purple . . — —

1 s. „ blue-green ♦ —

It is to be hoped now with this fine set 
that the President, who is the same gentle
man who dictated the famous decree, will 
see to it that the “  credit of Ecuador postage 
stamps will not be again disestablished.”

( To be continued.)

STAMPS AND STAMP 
COLLECTING. By Moior E. B. EVANS 

The young collector is frequently perplexed by 
the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these 
will be found in this book.

as. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly bound 
in Cloth.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.

PLEASE NOTE
The Prices Quoted in the foregoing orticte ore taken from our publishers* lotest Catalogue, and ore, 
therefore, the Prices at Which Stonlep Gibbons, Ltd,, Will have pleasure in suppiping onp of the 
stamps that map be needed bp onp of our readers•

Topical Dotes
By CHARLES J. PH ILLIPS
Holland 1852, 10 c., steel-blue

I W A S  recently speaking to a friend 
from Holland about the relative rarity 
o f various stamps o f Holland and her 

Colonies, and he happened to comment on 
the low price at which we catalogue the 
above stamp. He told me that some time 
ago he secured some six thousand stamps o f 
5 c., first issue, and, after searching them 
thoroughly, he found only ten copies o f  the 
real steel-blue colour. According to this, it 
should be worth six hundred times fourpence, 
the price o f the common 5 c., or. say £, 10, in 
place o f the 10s. it is quoted in our Catalogue.

A  N ew  Handbook on Holland Stamps 
T a l k i n g  of Holland, I may mention that a 
new and important handbook on the stamps 
o f  Holland is in preparation. It will be in 
two parts ; the first one will be on the post
age stamps, and the second on the Postage 
D ue stamps. Neither the price nor the date 
o f  publication has yet been announced, but, 
when issued, 1 will again refer to the subject 
in these columns. It will be published in 
the English language, and is being written 
by Mr. Narat Koning, o f Amsterdam.
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Our Indian Letter

I HAVE much pleasure in publishing in this 
number a  long and interesting letter from 
our Calcutta correspondent, Mr. W ilmot 
Corfield. This is just the sort o f thing 
1 want from readers all over the world, and 
I hope that in due time I may have the 
pleasure of receiving many such at 391 
Strand.

Philatelic Bibliography 

T he Swedish Philatelic Society has recently 
published a useful work of reference under 
the title Bibliographic dcr Wichtigstcn 
Spczialwerkc iiber die Postwcrtzcichen ein- 
zclncr Liinder, compiled by Mr. R. Krase- 
mann. This book gives, under the heading 
of each stamp-issuing country of the world, 
a list of publications dealing with that 
particular country, with the full title of 
the work, author, number of pages, date 
and place of publication. This should prove 
very useful to writers and students, and can 
be obtained for is. 3d. from the Swedish 
Philatelic Society, Grefturegaten 24A, Stock
holm.

Leicester Exhibition
T he Leicester Philatelic Society will hold 
its second Exhibition of Postage Stamps on 
1 and 2 November next.

The classes are as follows :—

C l a s s  I.
(Open.)

The best eolleetion etf Great Britain or any one 
British Colony exceeding j j o  stamps.

Gold and Silver M edals and Diploma.

C l a s s  II.
(Members o f I..P.S. only.)

The best collection o f any one British Cot ony 
exceeding too stamps.

Silver and Bronze M edals and Diploma.

C l.ASS III.
(Open.)

The best general eolleetion consisting o f not less 
than twenty.five countries.

Silver and Bronze Medals.

C l a s s  IV .
(Collectors of Leicestershire.)

The best collection in any one of Gibbons’ 
Imperial, Century, or Ideal Albums.

Silver Medal and Album.

C l a s s  V .
(Members o f L.P.S. only.) 

Curiosities, Forgeries, etc., not over twenty-five 
copies.

Bronze M edal and Album.

C lass  V I.
(Members o f L.P.S. only.)

Best collection o f Montenegro or, failing that, 
any other European country.
Bronze Medal and Album.

C lass  V II.
(Members o f L.P.S. only.)

The best collection of Great Britain in album 
or on sheets.

Album and Diploma.

C lass V III .
(Only Leicestershire collectors under 16.) 

The best collection under 2000.
Album and Diploma.

All exhibits must be delivered between 
29 and 31 October.

Copy of the rules can be obtained from 
the Exhibition Secretary,

Mr. J. \V, H. G o d d a r d ,
14 Church Avenue,

Glenfield Road,
Leicester.

The medal is a handsome one, and reflects 
great credit on its designer, Mr. T. B. 
Widdowson. Here is an illustration which 
speaks for itself.

Curious Addresses
I n the course of business our publishers 
receive some quaintly addressed communi
cations. Here are three examples :—

Mr. Stanley Gibbons,
Stamping Potters,

S Gowet Street,
London.

T his gentleman evidently has a phonetic 
ear which caught our business o f “ Stamp 
Importers,” but which converted it into 
something quite different.

A  letter from Ecuador recently reached us 
addressed—

S r Dn.,
Foreign Countries,

391 Strand,
London.
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T he writer evidently mixed up an adver
tisement o f Part II of the Catalogue with 
our address.

A  halfpenny card from Hemsworth arrived 
this year addressed :—

To any firm in London who deals in stamps 
and coins. I have hundreds of both, but don’t 
know the value. Kindly send list and oblige.

All this on the front of the card. The 
Post Office simply wrote :—

Try Stanley Gibbons, Strand.

Explanation of the Cuban Designs 
Ma n y  collectors are at a loss to understand 
the designs on the early issues of Cuba when 
a Spanish colony. One of the latest was a 
shield bearing the arms of Castile, Leon, 
Aragon, Navarre, and G ranada, surmounted 
by a mural or turreted crown. T he mural 
crown was a circle o f gold, indented and 
embattled, bestowed among the ancient 
Romans on him who first mounted the wall 
of a besieged place and there lodged a 
standard. King Amadeus abdicated in 1873, 
and Spain once more lapsed into a republic ; 
but the mural crown has no royal significa
tion, hence its presence on a  republican 
issue. I mention this little detail, as other
wise some of m y younger readers m ay be 
puzzled to account for the appearance o f a

crown on a republican stamp. A  straight 
upper label bore the usual inscription 
“ U ltram ar” (“ Beyond the se a ”), and the 
date of issue, with the value in a straight 
label at the foot.— Otago Witness, N.Z.

T hick Curly-headed Native W ove Paper 

A n esteemed friend in N ew  York wrote the 
following amusing letter to us the other 
day, which I think is worth reproducing:—

We are “ now copying Japan ”  from your Cata
logue, and we notice something in there which I 
think it proper to call to your attention.

On page 304, near the foot of the page, you 
say, “ Thick woolly native wove paper.”  Now, 
that is a deterioration in the use of the English 
language. The word “ woolly”  is distinctly 
United States, as applied to a curly-headed 
native, and I would ask you if you won’t kindly 
ask your publishers to change the heading above 
No. 34 and make it read, as it should in good 
English, “ Thick curly-headed native wove 
paper.”

According to Cham bers’s E n glish  Dic
tionary, 1 find the word “ w oolly” defined 
a s — “ consisting of, or like, w ool; clothed 
with wool.” 1 see nothing about “ curlv- 
headed n atives” ; and I claim that “ woolly” 
is a good old English word, and regret that I 
cannot Americanize our Catalogue as humor
ously suggested by our friend.

Fufttben notes on 
The Breitfuss Collection
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

H E  following volumes have been priced ! 
since the last notice, and can now be 
sent on approval to collectors who 

desire to see them ; or the collection as far 
as priced can be inspected during office hours 
at 391 Strand, London.

V O L U M E  X X V I
Japan, China, Shanghai, and Siam

T he Japan  are a fairly good lot, with a 
number o f uncut sheets ; the first issue, im- 
perf., is complete, and there are many sheets 
both “ no syllabic” and “ with syllabic charac
ters.” T he collection is fairly complete in 
single stamps with syllabic characters. In 
the case of the rare 6 sen, purple-brown, on 
the thin native paper, Nos. 1 to 12 are all 
present used, but only Nos. 1 and 2 unused. 
In the 20 sen, purple, there are the rare 
plates 2 and 3 unused. (By the way, has any 
one ever seen either o f  these plate-numbers 
USED ?) T h e 2 sen, yellow, is nearly com 
plete unused, and the later issues are fairly 
represented.

China.— An ordinary lot, not at all special
ized or worked out ; the most interesting 
things are uncut sheets of the first issue 3 and 
5 cands.

Shanghai.— Quite a fine lot o f the first 
issue, mostly beautiful stamps, with excep
tional margins, and a number o f the scarce 
varieties. The rare provisionals o f 1873 to 
1876 include most of the various surcharges, 
among the better stamps being the 3 on 16 c., 
green, the 1 on 12 c., brown, and the red sur
charge 1 on 4 c., grey-lilac.

Siam .— This is only an ordinary lot, with 
nothing special.

V O L U M E  X X X
Colombia and States

T his is a  -good, fat volume, all the issues 
being well fepresented, and containing a 
number o f  rarities and errors. O f Colombia 
1861 large stamps there are thirty stamps. 
O f the scares issue o f  1862 there are no fewer 
than eighteen, including the 20 c., red, un
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used, and a fine pair used. In 1863 a beautiful 
stamp, with good margins, is the error 50 c., 
red, in the colour o f the 20 c.

In Antioquia  first issue, 1868, there are 
eleven, including two pairs o f  the 5 c., green.

Bolivar.— T h e little 10 c., green, 1863, two 
used.

Cauca. —  A  couple o f pages, containing 
some very scarce types.

Tolima.— T h e first issue is really excep
tionally strong ; there are no fewer than nine 
complete made-up plates and a  number of 
strips and single stamps. This is altogether 
one of the finest lots that we have ever had 
of this interesting and difficult issue. In the 
issue o f 1884 I note an unchronicled error, 
the 2 cents, printed in the slate-blue colour of 
the 10 c.

V O L U M E  X L I  
Portural and Colonies

A  valuable and very important volume. A  
fine lot o f the early issues o f Portugal un
used. In the issue o f 1853 there are two of 
the 50 reis, green, and two of the 100 r., lilac, 
unused and fine. In the issue of 1855 there 
are 5 r., red-brown, with straight hair, mint, 
and 25 r.t blue, the rare type 1. In the 1856 
there is the very rare 25 r., blue, unused. The 
later issues are well represented in all 
varieties. T he older colonies, e.g. Azores, 
Madeira, Portuguese Indies, and Guinea., are 
all strong in the early issues, most o f which 
are represented by beautiful stamps, unused 
and used, and in all shades. T he other 
colonies are fairly complete in all varieties, 
including quite a number o f records.

V O L U M E  L X
Bulgaria, Greece, Servia, etc.

The best country in this volume is un
doubtedly Greece. T he early issues are 
rather strong, and I draw attention to a 
block of four of the Paris prints, 20 1., blue, 
with full original gum and large margins. In 
the early Athens prints there are some very 
interesting stamps, the 10 1., yellow-ochre on 
greenish blue, a  number o f them used on en
tire letters. T he other issues are a very 
good representative lot, the unused being 
very fine, and there is also a very fine lot o f 
the errors. T he U npaid Letter stamps are 
wonderfully good ; they include some of the 
greatest rarities in the perforations and 
several imperf. stamps, including one p a ir  
used.

V O L U M E  L X I I
Luxemburg

A  very fine specialized book. It contains 
a large number o f essays, a  wonderful lot o f 
shades in the early issues, and almost all 
varieties o f  perforation, unused and used.

The Official stamps are strong, and al
together this is quite a specialist’s book, and 
it is well worthy of attention.

V O L U M E  L X V I  
H olland and Colonies

A  fair general collection o f this group, 
which lacks, however, many of the rarities, 
especially in the Postage D ue stamps. One 
o f the best stamps is a  fine used 15 c., 
chestnut, perf. io i  by 10. M ost o f  the Cata
logue varieties in the issues o f 1867-71 are 
here unused and used.

V O L U M E  L X V I  I
Belgium  and Congo

This is an exceptionally strong lot, and 
naturally, as Mr. Breitfuss was in constant 
business relations with M. Moens, he secured 
almost complete sets of the essays and trials 
of Belgian stamps. This volume contained 
no fewer than 557 different proofs, essays, 
and colour-trials, many o f  which must be 
extremely rare. In the stamps of 1849 I 
note a fine unused 20 c., pale milky blue, a 
stamp very difficult to find. T he following 
issues are complete in nearly all shades un
used and used. In the issue of 1866 there 
is a  very fine 40 c., pale carmine, imperf. and 
with large margins, used, on whole envelope 
from Antwerp to a firm at Libau, Russia, 
and postmarked “  18 Mai. 68.” Taken al
together, this is one of the very interesting 
volumes.

V O L U M E  L X V I I I
Thurn and Tax is

The most interesting and by far the most 
valuable objects in this book are five of the 
original pencil drawings for the first stamps 
of Thurn and Taxis. T h e drawings for the 
other values are, I believe, in the Reichspost 
Museum in Berlin. In the issued stamps 
nearly all shades are shown unused, and in 
the used special attention was paid to the 
obliterations, especially o f such as were used 
at Bremen, Liibeck, Hamburg, and else
where. The volume contains a large number 
of stamps on original envelopes, and some of 
the envelope stamps cut out and used as 
adhesives.

Thus ends the description o f this fine 
collection, which has taken us rather over 
three months to price, and which is now ready 
to be inspected by any o f our clients who 
wish to see any portion o f i t

THE VEST STAMP HINGES
We have prepared a new stamp hinge, of convenient size, put up in a ir t ig h t  tin  boxes, each containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.
Post-free, 7d. per box.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
SSt Strand, London, W.C.
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British Stamps used Jlbttoad
By I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS. NISSEN

A N  extract from the P ost Office Guide of 
/■ A 1855 may be o f  interest here :—

APPEN DIX (B) 

i8SS
Exceptions from the exclusive p r i v i l e g e  o f  

the Post Office, as given in the Act 1 Viet. 33, 
s. 2.

Letters sent by a private friend in his way- 
journey or travel so as such letters be delivered 
by such friend to the party to whom they shall be 
directed :

Letters sent by a messenger on purpose, con
cerning the private affairs of the sender or re
ceiver thereof: commissions or returns thereof, 
and affidavits and writs, process or proceedings, 
or returns thereof, issuing out of a Court of 
Justice:

Letters sent out of the United Kingdom by a 
private vessel (not being a packet boat):

Letters of merchants, owners of vessels of 
merchandise, or the cargo of loading therein, 
sent by such vessels of merchandise, or by any 
person employed by such owners for the carriage 
of such letters, according to their respective 
directions, and delivered to the respective persons 
to whom they shall be directed, without paying 
or receiving hire or reward, advantage or profit, 
for the same in any wise:

Letters concerning goods or merchandise sent 
by common known carriers, to be delivered with 
the goods which such letters concern, without 
hire or reward, or other profit or advantage for 
receiving or delivering such letters:

But nothing herein contained shall authorize 
any person to make a collection of such excepted 
letters for the purpose of sending them in the 
manner hereby authorized:

And the following persons are expressly for
bidden to carry a letter, or to receive or collect 
or deliver a letter, although they shall not re
ceive hire or reward for the same; (that is to 
say,)

Common known carriers, their servants or 
agents, except a letter concerning goods in their 
carls or wagons, or on their pack-horses, and 
owners, drivers, or guards of stage coaches : 

Owners, masters, or commanders of ships, 
vessels, steamboats, or boats led or being passage 
or packet boats, sailing or passing coast-wise, or 
otherwise between ports or places within Great 
Britain or Ireland, or between, to, or from a 
port or ports within Her Majesty’s dominions or 
territories out of the United Kingdom, or their 
servants or agents, except in respect of letters of 
merchants, owners of ships, or goods on board :
■ Passengers or other persons on l>oard any such 

ships, vessels, steamboat, passage or packet lx>at: 
The owners of, or sailors, watermen, or others 

on board a ship, vessel, or steamboat, or other 
boat or barge passing or repassing on a river or 
navigable canal within the United Kingdom or 
other of Her Majesty’s dominions.

APPENDIX (C)
A  list of the colonies the Posts of which are 

under Control of the Local Governments.
Barlrados.
Canada.
Cape of Good Hope. 
Ceylon.
East Indies.
Falkland Islands. 
Gambia.
Gold Coast. 
Heligoland.
Labuan.
Mauritius.
Natal.
Newfoundland.
New Brunswick.

New South Wales.
New Zealand.
Nova Scotia.
Prince Edward Island. 
St- Helena.
Sierra Leone.
South Australia. 
Trinidad.
Turk’s or Caicos Islands. 
Van Diemen’s Land. 
Vancouver’s Island. 
Victoria.
Western Australia.

A  list of the Colonies in which the Posts are 
under the Control of the British Postmaster- 
General.

1855
Antigua.
Bahamas.
Her bice.
Demerara.
Jamaica.
Montserrat.
Malta.
Nevis.
St. Vincent.

Dominica. 
Gibraltar. 
Grenada. 
Hong Kong. 
St. Lucia. 
St. Kitts. 
Tortola. 
Tobago.

Obliteration or post marks naturally being 
with all these stamps such an important 
factor, a few general remarks on the ones to 
be referred«o hereafter may be o f  interest.

T h e first occasion on which British stamps 
were used abroad was during the Crimean 
W ar, and a  special device was employed to 
take the place of the office numbers then in 
use at home.

T h e  next three offices to be opened again 
had special postmarks consisting o f the 
initials of their names, viz. 44 M ” for Malta, 
**GM for Gibraltar, and 44C ’* for Constanti
nople.

W hen, however, in 1858 it w&s decided to 
open further offices, this scheme was found 
to be so limited that a special series was 
started consisting of the initial “ A ” and a 
number for offices in foreign countries 
(British towns had simply numbers). This 
idea had, however, not been in operation 
long before the series of numbers (Nos. 
1-997, 002, 997*) had all been allotted to 
post offices in England, and on fresh offices 
being opened the original scheme was aban
doned and the numbers allotted to offices, 
whether at home or abroad, as occasion 
demanded. T h e initials “  M ”  and 44 G ” were
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abandoned for “ A  2 5 ” and “ A 26 ” respec
tively in 1859, but Constantinople and Salon- 
ica retained the initials “ C ” and “ S ” till 
the use of both numbers and initials was 
abandoned in 1855 in favour of date stamps.

Of such numbers, which, when inverted, 
would read alike, for example, “ 099” and 
“ 660,” or “ 001” and “ too,” one was left 
vacant until later, in i860, when a dated 
postmark was joined to the obliterator, 
which, of course, did away with any possi
bility of error. These numbers, that had 
not been used for this or other reason, were 
allotted then to offices as occasion arose. 
We find 098 allotted to Platres, Cyprus, in 
1878, although the number 098 was next on 
the rota in 1869, at which time Cyprus was 
still Turkish territory.

Tiie design or shape followed that then in 
use at home ; at first a small horizontal oval 
of parallel lines enclosing the num ber; later 
a vertical oval very much larger. T he lines 
at top and bottom were in the first case 
thin, and in the latter thick. Sometimes

there were three, sometimes four such lines 
above and below the number.

Since about i860 a date stamp was used 
in conjunction with the obliterator, but either 
was used occasionally alone.

In Group VI the Crimean Arm y post 
offices had a special design. The Egyptian 
and South African occurred after date stamps 
came into use.

In Group V II a special postmark was 
employed, and was evidently a rubber stamp, 
purple and black endorsing ink having 
been used. These stamps have been, until 
recently, generally looked upon as used 
fiscally.

{To be continued.)

STANLEY GIBBONS 
PRICED CATALOGUE OF 
THE POSTAGE STA M PS OF THE WORLD 

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies. 
Post-free, as. 9d.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Post-free, as. od.

Omnium Gatbenum
By "PH ILO LO G O S”
French Postal Mismanagement

W R IT IN G  on Friday, 20 September, 
the Paris correspondent o f the 
Globe says :—

Another example of postal mismanagement is 
seen at Havre, where recently the central post 
office ran out of twenty centime stamps. Now 
it is the twenty-five centime stamps which are 
short. Vet Havre has 134,430 inhabitants, and 
is one of the principal ports of France. This 
shortage of stamps is quite a common occurrence, 
for the other day, in the centre of Paris, when I 
asked for a twenty-five centime stamp for a letter 
for London, the good lady who served me ex
cused herself for not having the stamp I wanted, 
and handed me two ten and one five centime 
stamps.

The Montenegro Jubilee Stamps 
A CURIOUS mistake is to be found in all 
catalogues with regard to the Montenegro 
Jubilee issue o f  1898. T h e view on the 
stamps is always said to be “  View of 
Cettinje” ; however, such is not the case, 
for the view represents a monastery in the 
neighbourhood o f  Cettinje, and this monas
tery is to be used as a burial-place for the 
r.eigning royal family.

German Colonial Stam ps 
VARIOUS rumours have been floated con
cerning the German colonial stamps. The 
Berliner Briefm arkcn-Zeiiung  of 15 Septem

ber contains the following item on the 
su bject: “  W e are assured bv a friend that 
really serious efforts are being made in order 
to get a new and pleasing design for the 
stamps of the German Colonies."

A  M adagascar W aterm ark 
M. TH. L e m a iRK, of Paris, says that some 
of the stamps of M adagascar now in use are 
found with a watermark consisting of one 
or more of the letters in the following in
scription :—

15 F K 
R IV E S .

These mystic letters are the mark used by 
the paper-makers, lllanchet Freres and 
Klcber, at Rives. O f course, such letters 
add nothing at all to the value of the stamps 
on which they happen to be found.

“ W ashed" Stamps
M. T h . L k m a ir e  gives collectors the follow
ing wrinkle as to the best way to tell 
whether a stamp has been cleaned, “ washed,” 
or discoloured. Drop a very small drop of 
water on the face o f  the stamp ; if, on turn
ing over the stamp, one sees that the paper 
drinks in the water like a piece o f blotting- 
paper, one can be sure that the stamp has 
been treated by some chemical, either for 
removing the obliteration or for changing the 
colour.
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A  “ Reputed E rror”
T h e  25 lepta, Greece, 1869, error red, 
instead of violet, has been offered o f late. 
In the opinion of Messieurs Gelli, Yaremdji, 
and Pinsaert, this is not an error, but simply 
the 25 lepta, violet, which has been treated 
to a little bath in acid.

N ew  Belgian Obliteration

La Revue Postale, o f Li£ge, announces that 
the Belgian Post Office authorities have 
decided to use the smudgy German obliter
ating stamp, and it remarks : “  If this is 
being done to make collectors mad, then we 
must admit that the end has been obtained.’’

Danish W est Indies Remainders

IT is announced that the old issues of Danish 
W est Indies will not be sold by auction. 
Herein the Danish Government is setting a 
good example. Moreover, it has burned all 
the remaining sheets o f the former issues, 
including the Provisionals o f 1905.

T urkey Newspaper Stam ps 
FORGERS have been turning their attention 
o f late to the Newspaper stamps of Turkey. 
T he favourite way of selling these forgeries 
is to mix some genuine low-value stamps 
with forged rare high-value stamps ; in this 
manner full sets of the issues o f 1891, 1892, 
1894, and 1905 are being offered to the un
suspecting at cheap prices.

Forged “ Olym pic”  Stamps

H e r r  S im o n  M i l l e r , of Hamburg, and 
Herr Julius Kaim, o f Berlin, have shown to 
the International Society o f Dealers, in 
Berlin, forgeries o f the Greek Olympic 
Games stamps of 1896. M. Costi Zerlendy, 
12 Rue du Stade, Athens, is sending out 
these forgeries, which consist of the 40 and 
60 lepta, and the 1, 2, 5, and 10 drachmas. 
It is consoling to learn that these forgeries 
can be recognized with a little care.

Another National Collection
S ig n o r  E n r ic o  S a n t o r o  began collecting 
in 1852 and left off in 1890, when he had a 
collection numbering 11,044 stamps. Under 
his will this valuable collection becomes the 
property o f the Museum at Palermo, the 
capital o f Sicily.

Tuscany, Moldavia, the United States, 
New Zealand, Canada, Ceylon, and many 
other countries are complete in the chief 
varieties.

Forged Cucuta
D r . D. v o n  B ia s in i , o f Budapest, draws 
attention to the forged Cucuta stamps now 
being offered for sale. He says that these 
forgeries are to be recognized most easily

from the paper, which is lightly and faintly 
coloured in the originals and bright and 
shining in the forgeries. The drawing of 
the latter also shows some differences from 
that of the originals, and the obliteration 
stamp is bigger.

Roumanian Exhibition Stamps

T h e  remainders o f the Roumanian Exhibi
tion stamps have been sold by auction. 
T h ey  represented a face-value of £7360. A 
German firm, which is not named, offered 
£2480; M. Rosenbaum, Bucarest, offered 
.£2600; M. Stambler, Bucarest, £2800; M. 
Steinberg, Bucarest, £3160 ; and then came 
the “ Jubilee Plunger,” Bela Szekula, of 
Budapest, with a flying leap and an offer of 
£4800. However, as M. Bela Szekula pro
duced no guarantee that he would take the 
stamps, and as he had offered no security, 
the stamps were sold to the runner-up, M. 
Steinberg.

Spanish Forgeries
H e r r  B e r n . B l a u h u t h , o f  Leipzig, says 
very clever forgeries o f  Spain, all stamps, 
from 1850 to 1854, with equally clever ob
literations, are being offered. The forged 
6 cuartos, black, 1851, which he has ex
amined, is on grey  p a p er; the upper cross
stroke o f the “  1 ” in SEIS is wider than the 
lower, and the letter seems upside down ; 
the lower half o f the “  5 ”  in 1851 is too open 
on the le ft ; “  S ” in CUARTOS is too broad, 
and from the second diadem on the left of 
the head only two strokes hang down. Herr 
Blauhuth also points out a  most dangerous 
forgery in that of Spanish W est Indies, 
1868, 20 c., green. In the forgery the paper 
is grey, the design is J mm. too narrow, and 
the second thin stroke o f the frame on the 
right touches clearly the strong line o f  the 
frame in the upper part ; the first h a lf of 
the diadem of the frontlet is rounded off 
towards the right ; the bridge o f the nose is 
too stra igh t; the mouth is shut, instead of 
being slightly open ; and chin and throat 
form a straight line.

S an  Marino Forgeries 
T h e  new German stamp paper Deutsche 
Philatelist says that dangerous forgeries of 
all the current stamps of San Marino, with 
the exception of two low values, have been 
put on the market in Berlin, “  as it seems by 
two Italian dealers, who are settled there ”
[ " 4
Iceland

V a l t y r  G u d m u n d s s o n , Dozent in the 
U niversity o f Copenhagen, has written a 
work entitled Iceland at the beginning 0/ the 
Twentieth Century. From this exhaustive
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work we take only such details as belong to 
postal matters.

The postal system of Iceland is managed 
by the postmaster o f Reykjavik, the capital, 
which itself has three post offices or agencies, 
while twenty-three are scattered about the 
rest of the island, and all are under his 
authority. Besides these twenty-six post 
offices there are 165 places at which letters 
can be posted. T h e postmasters o f  the 
twenty-six offices are generally the leading 
people of the district, pastors or traders, and 
they discharge their duties as a second string 
to their official position. T he officials in 
charge o f the 165 secondary posting-places 
are something like the German sub-post 
offices.

Sixty years ago the mailboat made only 
one voyage a year between Denmark and 
Iceland; nowadays there is a fortnightly 
postal service during the greater part o f  the 
year, and a weekly service during the six 
months o f the summer. T h e postal matter 
is delivered in the interior o f Iceland by 
mounted messengers, and the delivery is 
often attended with great difficulty in winter. 
These mounted mailmen make fifteen rides 
from the larger places to the smaller during 
the year.

French Surcharges Doomed
T he end was bound to come sooner or later. 
The unblushing scandals in connexion with 

the stamps o f French Indo-China and of 
other French colonial possessions, moved 
the Ministry o f the Colonies to take action 
in the matter, and M. Dorsan Astruc, the 
well-known Paris dealer, sounded the death- 
knell o f the rubbish by sending a letter to 
the Minister o f the Colonies to expose the 
scandal. The steps now taken to prevent 
the issuing o f  stamps (Jiat have been sur
charged hurriedly and anyhow, consist in 
the colonial post offices being compelled 
henceforth to keep in reserve a fixed quantity 
of stamps sufficient to meet the wants o f  the 
public for a long time, and capable of meet
ing every occasion, and the offices will have 
to send in a quarterly statement o f the 
stamps sold, value by value. Thus the head 
office in Paris will know exactly the needs 
of every colony, so far as stamps are con
cerned, and it will be able to see that every 
colony has its due stock o f stamps. Thus 
should come an end to surcharges. More
over, the making o f  “  errors ”  on the spot, or 
really “  while you wait,” as in the case o f the 
Indo-Chinese offices, will cease, for hence
forth all surcharges are to be made in the 
State Printing W orks, Boulevard Brune, 
Paris. A s a start, the new set of Indo-Chine, 
of which some values have just appeared, 
will be surcharged there for use in the French 
post offices o f China, Packoi', Tchong-king, 
Hoi-Hao, etc. W e join  our esteemed con

*r»s

temporary Ij i  Revue Fran^aise des Col- 
lectionneurs in welcoming this action on the 
part of the French Mihister o f the Colonies.

Honour for M . P ierre  M ah e

P h il a t e l y  is coming into its own gradually. 
A t the recent Congress o f French Learned 
Societies, M. Pierre Mahd was appointed an 
“ Officier de l’lnstruction Publique.” This 
honour m ay be taken as being a  sign that 
the French Government has recognized 
Philately once more in an official way. M. 
Mah£ well merits this deserved honour from 
the State.

N ew  F o rg e ries

C o l l e c t o r s  must be put on their guard 
against forged sets o f the Bulgarian stamps 
issued to commemorate Schipka. T he design 
is imitated fairly well, but as the shades are 
rather too heavy they can be recognized 
easily. A t the same time a  warning must 
be given with regard to the forged 3A roubles 
and 7 roubles, Russia, without the thunder
bolts.

T H E  I M P R O V E D
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .  N o .  0

One Hundred and Tenth Thousand.
The best and largest Shilling Album ever 

published.
176 large pages. Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48 

extra pages added in this edition without extra 
charge.

All the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp- 
issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cay
man Isles, Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been 
added.

At the top of each page there is the name of the 
country, and a mass of valuable information, in
cluding date when Stamps were issued, population, 
area, reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of 
proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the 
book is bound in a superior manner in art cloth.

The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate 
Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. There is also an illustrated 
Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices 
attached that we pay for each. Price, bound in 
handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d.

A  S P L E N D I D  S T A R T  
T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T

Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet con
tains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes. 
Bands, and Cards), and is the cheapest packet 
ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being 
absolutely guaranteed.- The price it is offered at 
is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, 
embracing as it does scores of scarce varieties 
provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and 
obsolete varieties.

15s., post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd..
31* Strand, London, W.C.
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IleiD Issues
By FRANK PH ILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips, 
391 Strand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from the colonics in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address.

Afghanistan.— We take the following interest
ing information concerning the new 1 and 2 abasi 
stamps from the Philatelic Journal of India (9.07), 
from which paper we also learn that they are on 
no account sola to the public:—

“ The stamps are engraved in blocks of six, 
and several impressions are made separately from 
the same block to fill ‘ sheets’ (some of these im
pressions being tete-b&he in regard to one another), 
the blocks being impressed more or less evenly 
about half an inch or more apart. Numerous 
minor differences of engraving render ‘ plating’ 
comparatively easy. The paper employed is a 
thin tough bluish-white wove ‘ bank’ paper of 
European manufacture. The plates are a purely 
native product of Kabul, and are engraved in 
taille-douce, probably on copper, by a Turk named 
Mahmud Masi.

“ The one abasi stamp measures about 19x 24 
mm., and exists in six varieties. Colours: blue 
and green (shades).

“  The two abasi stamp measures about 19 x 22  ̂
mm., and also exists in six varieties. Colour: 
deep blue.

“  The inscription in Arabic on the one abasi is 
as follows: Upper tablet, Ddk-khdna (Post Office), 
lower tablet, ylk  mi seal, ylk ab&si (one miscal, 
one abasi, Le. weight of one miscal for one abasi), 
central scroll, Daulat Khodd-dad Afghanistan 
(God-given Kingdom of Afghanistan), corner 
circles, upper left, ylk  (the word ‘ one’), upper 
right, the same word in Pushtu characters ; lower 
left, the Roman figure ‘  i ,? lower right, the Arabic 

figttre for * 1 ’ ( 1).
“ The inscription on the two abasi slightly 

varies: Upper tablet, Ddk-kkdnd, central scroll, 
Dauldt Khodd-ddd Afghanistan, centre circle, 
do miscal, do abdsi (two miscal, two abasi), upper 
left circle, the Arabic figure for *2 ’ (r), upper 
right circle, do (the word * two ’ ).

“ All the stamps that have come through 
Peshawar, and that are in use there at the Kabul 
postal branch, are imperforate. Copies from the 
Quetta side, from Kandahar, are reported to 
exist perforated, and also rouletted, but these 
varieties may be unofficial.”

It would therefore appear that the information 
given about these stamps in our issues of 10 August 
and 7 September is not entirely accurate, so we

shall be obliged if our readers will take the 
following chronicle as correct:—

P rinted  on thin , ireve paper. Imfer/.
Unused. Used. 

s. H. s. d.
t abasi, blue................................. — —
1 ,, green . . . .  — —
a „  deep blue. . . .  — —

Antigua. —  Etvens Weekly Stamp News 
(21.9.07) chronicles yet another value, the Jd., 
black and green, on chalk-surfaced paper, water
marked Crown C C.

Wmk. Crown C C. Chalky Paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
}d., black and green . -. . —■ —

Belgium.— Mr. Frank Wilson has favoured us 
with a copy of the 5 c., of which the colour is 
light yellow-green, and in which the label at the 
bottom of the stamp is no longer joined to the 
stamp proper by a sort of ornamentation; the 
ornamentation is also missing at the bottom of
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the label. Mr. Wilson also informs us that the 
1 c. and 2 c. are to lie issued in the same way.

Label separated/reui the stamp, Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s, d.
5 c., yellow-green . . .  — —

British Central Africa. —  We learn from 
Ewc/i's Weekly Stamp News (28.9.07) that our 
chronicle of the is. on chalk-surfaced paper was 
premature, as they have received official informa* 
lion that only the id. and 6d. are as yet issued.

Our contem]>orary also states that the title of 
this protectorate has now l>een changed to “  Ny- 
assaland Protectorate/’ so that a new issue of 
stamps may be expected before very long.

British P .O .’s in Levant.— We are informed 
by Eweii's Weekly Stamp News (21.9.07) that 
the 4 piastres has now been overprinted on the 
current tod. stamp of Great Britain, chalk sur
faced.

Chaik-sur/aced paper.
Unused, 

x. d.
4 pi. on xod., purple and scarlet . —

Used, 
x. d.

C an ada— We take the following paragraph 
from Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News (21.9.07):—

“ A. McKechnie writes under date of 10 Sept.: 
‘ In reference to an item in No. 871, regarding 
Canada Postage Due stamps, taken from Le 
Journal des Philatelistes, stating that said issue 
has been suppressed and the remainders burned, 
I made inquiry this day at the Department here 
and was informed verbally that the Department 
has no intention of discontinuing the use of the 
Due stamps.” *

To our mind this information leaves us as 
much in the dark as ever, as several correspon
dents have written us from Canada telling us that 
they are now unable to buy copies of the Postage 
Dues in question. Perhaps the authorities have 
decided not to sell them unused, as is already the 
case in several British colonies, e.g. Transvaal 
and Trinidad.

Denmark.— Messrs. Rudolf Kronmann have 
shown us a set of Newspaper stamps which were 
issued on 1 October. They are intended to pre
pay postage of newspapers sent through the post 
to non-subscribers. In Denmark it is the practice 
to subscribe to any newspaper by simply ordering 
it at any post office; the paper is then delivered 
by the postman, unstamped, and without any 
wrapper; so these new stamps will not be used 
for newspapers ordered regularly through the 
post office.

The stamps are printed in sheets of 100, com
posed of ten rows of 10. The perforation gauges 
from 12$ to 13, being the work of a comb machine 
starting at the top of the sheet, so that the bottom 
margin is perforated vertically.

The usual watermark Crown appears on each 
stamp, and the four margins are watermarked 
k g l  . p o s t — f r m k  ; the two upper corners are 
watermarked with a Large Crown and the two 
lower with a Posthorn. The Newspaper stamps 
may on no account be used on letters.

HV1S P O R T O

Crown.

tore, olive .
5 ore, blue 
f  „  carmine 

10 „  lilac . 
ao „  green .
38 „  orange 
68 ,, brown. 

x kr., claret and blue . 
5 ,, yellow.green and 

10 ,, blue and stone .

Per/. r*$, 13.
Unused. Used. 

s. d, x. d.

H ong K ong.— We have received another value 
on chalk-surfaced paper, viz. the 30 c., green and 
black. Our sheets all bear the plate number I,
as was to be expected.

We also applied to the post office for the $1 on 
chalky paper, chronicled in our issue of 6 July, 
but those we received were on ordinary paper.

s o r n m a F

Wtnk. M utt. Cr. C  A.

30 c., grey-green and black

Chalky paper. 
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d,

Japan.— Mr. J. E. Holmes has been kind 
enough to forward us a few copies of a new 6 sen, 
chocolate, the perforation gauging 11$. There 
has been no 6 sen since the issue of 1888, and this 
value has not been procurable for some time.
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Mr. Holmes informs us that this stamp was issued 
20 August, 1907.

Per/, it*.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
6 sen, maroon . . . .  — —

Nicaragua. —  Ewen's Weekly Stamp News 
(28.9.07) chronicles three more values of the 
Waterlow print overprinted “ c o s t a — a t l a n t i - 
c a ”— B., but our contemporary does not state 
the colour of the overprint, which is, however, 
probably black.

Peru.— Ewen's Weekly Stamp News (28.9.07) 
quotes E l Eco Postal (15.9.07), in saying that 
the new 2 sol., chronicled in our issue of 20 July, 
has now been issued in the same colours as the 
1 sol, namely, green and violet.

Southern Nigeria.— We learn from Ewen's 
Weekly Stamp News (28.9.07), that the 3d., 
chronicled in our issue of 24 August, is issued on 
chalk-surfaced paper, and not on ordinary.

Wmk. Mutt. Cr. C A. Chalky paper.Unused. Used. 
s. d. 5. d.3d., lilac and orange-brown . — —

Waterlow print, overprinted as above, in black (?).Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

10 e., yellow-brown . . .  —  —
90 c., claret..................................— —
50 c., orange.......................................— —

Papua. — We learn from Ewen's Weekly Stamp 
News (21.9.07) that three more values have been 
issued with the second (smaller) surcharge. The 
£d., 4d.,and 2s. 6d. havealready been chronicled, 
so there are only the 2d. and 2^d. to come.

Overprinted " Papua/’ second type.
Unused. Used. ;. d. s. d.id., black and lake-red . — —6d. „ ,, green . . .  — —

is. „ „ orange. . .  — —

Spain.— Seftor Miguel Galve2 sends us speci
mens of two values of the commemorative issue 
to which we referred in our number of 5 October. 
The stamps are fine specimens of the engraver’s 
art, the design not being too elaborate. The 
perforation gauges 11&. There are not s<> many 
values as we were led to believe. The stamps 
were issued on 1 October, and will be sold only 
during the month of October.

Exhibition Issue, dated 1907. Per/. Hi- Unused. Used. 
d. s. d.

10 c., carmine 
15 c., violet 
as c. (?)
So c. (?)t p. (?)

4 P  (?)

W estern Australia.— Mr. A. K. M. Kildahl 
writes us that he has seen the current 2d. postage 
stamp used as an Unpaid Letter stamp. The 
stamp is placed on the envelope by the postal 
authorities, cancelled with initials, and the en
velope is then stamped ** T  2d ”  as usual, the 
sum of twopence being of course demanded from 
the addressee.

It is curious that postage stamps should be used 
for this purpose; we suppose that, as they have 
to be accounted for by the postmaster, it is to 
prevent any possibility of dishonesty or collusion 
between postmen and postmasters.

N.B.—The price* quoted above are thoee at which the damp* may be had from 
Stanley Gibbon*, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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Oup Indian Letter

BEYOND the preliminary arrangements for 
our coming Stamp Exhibition, about next 
Christmas time, which, Mr. Gordon Jones 

announces, are making satisfactory progress, 
matters philatelic here are quiet, though there 
is reason to believe that much earnest work and 
pleasurable activity is going on among collectors 
compelled by reason of distances in India to 
proceed upon isolated lines. Whatever “  unrest ” 
there may be in India is the doing of seditionists, 
and this has been reduced to a minimum since 
some “  dear deported ”  ones were packed off “  on 
the road to Mandalay ”  a month or two ago, 
there is no unrest in philatelic circles, though if my 
remarks are not Philately, I  can at least plead 
that neither was ** Me and Myn.”

Why, oh why, has “ Countries of the World”  
been discontinued?* Our wanderings so far, if 
discursive, have been very pleasant: they have 
taken us to the land of Egypt and left us there—  
to the regret, I fancy, of most readers. Can the 
green cover— a vivid baboo green— have had any
thing to do with it ? Ah, those covers ! What 
powerful tintometers they must have in the 
Strand !

I notice a wrinkle of Cornelius to the effect 
that Banganapalli postals are certain to follow 
Banganapalli fiscals. They won't. He might 
just as well have said that Jersey postals are 
certain to follow Jersey fiscals. While Mr. 
Stewart-Wilson graces the Post Office Guddee 
you may rest assured no additional Native State 
will suffer from postalitis, and that Banganapalli 
will be permitted to worry (or should it be 
charm?) fiscal collectors only. There are many 
instances of Indian States with fiscals but no 
postals—here are some: Adhove Rahman, Akal- 
khat, Bowalpur, Baroda,The Berars, Bhavnagar, 
Bikanir (whose postals arc doubtful), Coutch, 
Gondal, Janjira, Kappurthala, Khumbat, Kuch 
Behar, Limre, Morvee, Moharbunj, the great 
State of Mysore, Palanpur, Peint, Rajkote, 
Savant-Vadi (? bogus), and Vinchur. All these 
are restrained from or have no desire to enter 
the classic columns of S G ., Part I, and Ban
ganapalli is safe to remain a member of the 
single-barrelled crowd. I have had sent me only 
to-day a fiscal of Keonjhur State, several years 
old, though I never heard of either the State or 
its stamps before. v3«r v3ab •

The following information is also soothing. It 
records the annulling of a recent “ reform” in 
which neither the United Kingdom nor India 
should ever have indulged.

With effect from the 1st July last, embossed or 
impressed stamps cut out from embossed en
velopes, wrappers, and post cards may not be used 
for the payment of postage and postal fees. Such 
stamps if used on postal articles will not be 
recognized in payment of postage or other postal 
dues. Embossed envelopes issued by the Post

* They ain’t—see recent numbers—only suffered a slight 
break, due to the change of editors. You are right about 
the covers, but in England we must have a colour to catch 
the eye when we call at the bookstalls.—Ed.

Office may also not be used, whether cut open or 
not, as wrappers for newspapers, book packets, etc.

And this, too, is good to regard :—
The & anna oblong embossed envelope, sold for 

the face value of its stamp, has never found favour 
with the commercial public of India, mainly 
owing to its unsuitable size, though a strong 
desire has been expressed for an envelope tearing 
an embossed stamp which will not tempt the 
honesty of menials. The Post Office has there
fore introduced a new oblong $ anna embossed 
envelope of stout paper, and of a larger size, 
which, it is hoped, will be found to be thoroughly 
suitable for commercial correspondence.

In the case of the new envelope, a small charge 
over and above the denominated value of the 
stamp is made to cover the cost of manufacture, 
but it has been found possible to keep this down 
to i anna for twenty envelopes, or 3 pies for five 
envelopes.

The new envelope is already on sale, and it will 
now be our own fault if we are annoyed by the 
abstraction of uncancelled adhesives, either by 
our own servants or by postal officials of the 
menial class. At the same time we gel good 
envelopes at a nominal cost. The very look 
of “ cut-outs”  used as adhesives was too ridicu
lous. An envelope reached me once tearing four 
cut-out post-card stamps instead of an anna 
stamp; the effect was childish; and why the 
Government ever permitted the concession to 
sentiment passes comprehension. But the Govern
ment is waking up; some day it will realize (he 
enormous public loss incurred by the creation 
of the “ unified”  £ a. and 1 a. stamps, vast 
numbers of which repose uncancelled on dead-and- 
done-with receipts, to rise again as living postals 
when the hour of safety arrives. A  return to the 
old separate receipt stamp will then be a certainty. 
The $ a. stamp, too, has never been “ unified,” 
and this leads to trouble.

And here too is something equally satisfactory. 
The first-issued stamp booklets containing half 
anna and one anna stamps interleaved with oiled 
paper, and sold at an additional charge of three 
pies over the face value of the stamps contained 
in them to cover the cost of manufacture, having 
teen found defective, a new and better descrip
tion of booklets has been provided as from the 
15th instant.

These consist of three kinds:—
1. Half anna, each containing eight pages of 

four stamps each, or thirty-two stamps in all.
2. Half anna and one anna combined, each 

containing four pages of half anna stamps and 
two pages of one anna stamps, each page con
taining four stamps, or twenty-four stamps in 
all.

3. One anna, each containing four pages of 
four stamps each, or sixteen stamps in all.

They have all been provided with a device to 
prevent the stamps from curling up, and the



24° GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

pages have been interleaved with a better quality 
of waxed paper, so that the gum is not deprived 
of its adhesive property.

The booklets are sold for the value of the 
stamps contained in them, without any addi
tional charge on account of the cost of manufac
ture. Their sale price is thus R. I each.

It should be specially noted that no charge is 
made for “ trimmings," the booklets being sold 
across the counter lor the face value of the 
stamps only. This does infinite credit to the 
Indian Post Office, whose “  service admits not a 
* but ’ or an ‘ if.‘ ”  I have read somewhere that 
a British colony issues booklets with one stamp 
already cancelled as “ not for use.'* Will these 
be “ catalogued,” * or will they remain merely 
members of the “  legion that never was listed ” ?

Then, too, we have our new anna coin— the 
nickel. It arrived on the 1st August, and bears 
the head of the King-Emperor, with the royal 
crown and the encircling inscription : “ Edward 
VII King and Emperor.” On the reverse a large 
figure “  i , ’* crossed by the letters “ anna,”  appears 
in the centre, and above and below respectively 
are the word “ India” and the year. Surrounding 
this central design are four figures in vernacular 
characters, which indicate the value of the coin 
in Urdu, Nagri, Bengali, and Telegu. The 
nickel anna is a little bigger than the four anna 
piece, somewhat thicker, and a good deal 
heavier. Instead of the dull white surface of a 
silver coin, it has the bright polish and appear
ance that we find on plated silver ware. Its 
edges are scalloped, an advantage to those using 
ticca gharries (cabs) on a dark night.

This again is not Philately, but stampmakers 
might with advantage transfer the superb head of 
the Emperor to future stamps when on the 
look out for a design improving on the present 
effigy.

It may l>e news to many collectors who have 
been all their lives accustomed to seeing “ annas”

* Not by us.—S. G., Ltd.

referred to on the face of Indian stamps to learn 
that the anna as a coin is less than one month 
old. In these days of specialized collections, 
when the “  new Philately" appears to cover any
thing and most things in addition to stamps pure 
and simple, one might do worse than add a col
lection of the coins of each stamp-issuing country, 
coeval with its stamps, to one's collection. I 
commend the idea to the indiscretion of the 
“  Magpie,** but I am not adopting it niyself.

The continued removal of the long-accepted 
landmarks of our pursuit is a matter for the 
gravest apprehension, but I do think that coins 
mentioned on stamps are, from a philatelic point 
of view', at least as interesting as the colours of 
the strings with which the early registration 
envelopes were lied, the endless mutations and 
permutations of railway train labels, and the post
marks of the different London districts.

There is such a thing as knowledge which is not 
know ledge, so to speak, and much of that dealt 
out to us in the stamp journals nowadays may, I 
fear, be classed as such. I need not particularize, 
but a working knowledge of the coins of our 
time, though not Philately, would be worth the 
having.

Yours faithfully,
W il m o t  C o r  FI ELD.

T H E  Y O U N G  
C O L L E C T O R 'S  R A C K E T

No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended 
as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps 
ever offered—the Stamps could not be bought 
separately for three times the marvellously low 
price at wrhich it is now offered. The Stamps, etc., 
are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. 
The best 500 varieties in the trade.

4s. id., post-free.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.

Jlnsiocns to Coitnespondents
C. F. W. (C a n n in g  T o w n ).— Many thanks 

for your letter and suggestion, which we much 
regret we cannot see our way to adopt. We are 
glad that you have found our little paper of so 
much use to you.

II. A. S. (F o l k e s t o n e ).— Thanks for the 
clipping referring to a gentleman who is stated 
to “ spend most of his leisure in reading and in 
pasting stamps in his album.”  We have the 
honour of knowing this gentleman personally, 
and have seen his collection. We can assure 
you that the stamps are not pasted in, but 
properly hinged, and the whole collection is 
magnificently mounted and arranged in special 
alburns.

R e v . A. M. P,— Many thanks for the seven 
suggestions you send in as to methods of im
proving the Weekly. We should like to put
Egypt in Part I, but, alas! we dare not do it—

it might cause European complications ! ! We 
shall try to get some short articles of the 
kind you suggest, and will refer to some of your 
suggestions later on.

S. P. (Woot) G r e e n ).— Many thanks for 
Limericks; they are very good, and we shall 
use them, and if you had sent address we should 
have been glad to forward usual remuneration. 
By the way, when writing anonymously note the 
watermark in your letter paper, for few of our 
friends use this particular kind.

S e v e r a l  correspondents ask about next Cata
logue. It is too early to announce dates even 
approximately, but we shall be late this year: 
the Breitfuss Collection has taken us most of the 
summer to price, and we have only recently com
menced on ihe Catalogue. We hope to have it 
ready by Christmas.

Prioted by W. B b s n d o n  k  S o n , Ltd., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , Ltd., 39s Strand, Loodoo,W.C.
is  October, 1907.
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Countries of the lUonld
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
E ritre a

ER IT R E A , s o  called from Erythraum  
Mare, or Red Sea o f  the ancients, is 
the Italian Protectorate at the south

western end of the Red Sea. It is a  triangu
lar tract o f lowland which extends, with a 
coast-line o f 670 miles, along the Red Sea, 
from Ras Kasar (or Cape Kasar, 180 N.) to 
the frontier o f the French Somali Coast 
Protectorate (12° N.). It stretches west
wards and southwards to Abyssinia, and is 
Itounded on the north and north-west by 
Egyptian Sudan. The area, with the Dahlak 
Archipelego, which is included in the colony, 
is about 85,000 square miles, and the popula

tion, which is to a  great extent nomadic, is 
estimated at 450,000.

A s was the case with other portions o f 
North-East and East Africa, the coast 
regions were fairly familiar to the traders 
and geographers o f  olden times, but little 
was known o f the interior.

During the last century, however, the 
brilliant geographical explorations o f such 
travellers as Livingstone, Stanley, etc., have 
revealed practically the whole of South Africa 
and the greater portion of North and C en
tral Africa. In contrast to the conquest 
of the New W orld, the discoveries in Africa
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have led the way to improved social relations, 
the cessation of chronic tribal warfare and 
sanguinary rites, and, most important of all, 
to the suppression o f the slave trade, the 
old-time curse o f the continent.

Indeed, to the International Anti-Slavery 
Congress of Brussels must be traced the 
modern partition o f the continent. The 
more the interior is opened up, the more 
the old methods must give way to the civiliz
ing influence of European colonization. The 
Arab ascendancy, based on the slave trade 
and on slavery as a domestic institution, has 
already been arrested and must ultimately 
disappear. In fact, with the exception of a 
few independent States (as Liberia, etc.), the 
whole continent is now virtually made up of 
European dependencies.

The direct relations of Italy with North- 
East A frica dates from 1870, when the 
Government was induced to purchase Assab 
Bay from the Sultan o f Raheita, on behalf of 
the Rubattino Company, which transferred 
the territory to the Italian Government in 
1881 ; at which time also the Sultan placed 
himself under the protection o f Italy. 
Further settlements were established at 
Bailul and Gabbi in 1885 ; Massowa was 
occupied in the same year on the withdrawal 
o f the Egyptian garrison, and gradually the 
Italian sphere o f influence was extended in
land. T his led to continual conflict with 
King John of Abyssinia. T h e latter came 
south, but could not make headway against 
Menelik, then King o f Shoa, who had formed 
an alliance with the Italians. John then 
turned his arms against the Mahdists, but 
was defeated and killed. T his was Mene- 
lik’s opportunity, and with the aid o f Italy he 
established himself Em peror o f  Abyssinia in 
November, 1889. Treaties o f friendship had 
been previously made between him and Italy, 
and the latter’s sphere o f influence was in a 
fair way o f  increase.

In the first rough partition o f the African 
continent amongst European Powers, effected 
by the peaceful means o f mutual concessions, 
Italy received the smallest and least valuable 
slice, but it comprised the district o f Massaua, 
or Massowa, with the port of the same name. 
T his was through the instrumentality o f 
Great Britain, who wished to prevent its fall
ing into the hands o f the Mahdi, or some 
unfriendly European Power. T he port of 
Massowa has by  far the most commodious 
harbour on the west coast o f  the Red Sea, 
and lying at the nearest point to the A bys
sinian tableland, until recently gave its pos
sessors control over the seaward outlet for 
the produce o f the Ethiopian Highlands. 
For ages the development o f  the natural 
resources o f A byssinia has been checked, 
because this port has been in the hands o f  
fanatical Mohammedan races, extremely hos
tile to the Abyssinians, a  rude, barbaric

people professing a corrupt form of Chris
tianity. Italy recognized the utility of 
developing these resources, and the settle
ments already established rapidly expanded 
into the “  Colony o f Eritrea, with its Somali
land dependencies, Ethiopian hinterland, and 
Abyssinian ‘ Protectorate.’ ” T he reverses 
sustained by Italy in its struggle with Abys
sinia in later years have led to the restriction 
of its sphere of influence, until at present it 
can only claim the arid coast plains and the 
Dahlak Archipelago. Except as a trade 
route to Abyssinia and Kassala and the 
Atbara region of the Sudan, the country is 
o f little value, and the Ethiopian trade is now 
being transferred to the French port of 
Jibuti.

The Italian Government is represented by 
a civil governor (Marquis Salvazo Ruggi, 
January, 1907), who is nominated by the 
King and is under the direction o f  the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Though the seat of government is at 
Asmara, the chief town and military station 
is still Massowa, with about 2500 inhabi
tants, of whom 524 are Europeans (exclusive 
o f the garrison) and 480 Asiatics. It is 
situated on a small coral island connected 
with the mainland by a causeway, and the 
heat being almost always tropical, makes a< 
residence there undesirable by Europeans.

From Massowa two short railway lines 
run westward across the coast plains to the 
foot of the Abyssinian hills. T h e postal 
arrangements are adequate and telegraph 
services are being developed.

T he local revenue is about £100,000, 
which has to be supplemented by grams 
from the central Government to meet the 
expenditure, which totals about .£400,000.

T he legal currency is the same as that for 
Italy, and coins o f the Latin Union are also 
accepted. In actual use are still some 
Maria Theresa dollars. T h e  Italian mint 
has issued coins for the colony under the 
name of Eritrean dollars ( = 5  lire), together, 
with ,*0, ys, and dollar pieces.

T he inhabitants are mostly Hamitic Ber
bers, o f which the most important tribe is 
the Danakil, who are fanatical Moham
medans.

Most o f Eritrea is a barren, sandy plain, 
which in some places sinks below sea-level, 
and the tropical climate and great scarcity 
o f water render irrigation. necessary to 
cultivation. T h e only important natural 
product is salt, derived from a  number o f 
dried lakes and lagoons, and valuable as the 
principal currency (“ salt b rick s”) in South 
Abyssinia. Pearl fisheries are carried on at 
Massowa and the Dahlak Islands, the value 
last year being about £10,000 for pearls, and. 
about £30,000 for mother-of-pearl. Gold 
mines are worked about six miles from, 
Asm ara with hopeful results..
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Its Philatelic History
Its philatelic history commences in 1893, 

and marches side by side with that o f Italy. 
No separate stamps have been issued, re
course being had to overprinting the con
temporary issues o f  the mother country, 
COI.ONIA e k it k e a , for use in the colony. 
Two types of overprint only have been used, 
so that collectors can complete this country 
with little study, and the stamps being easily 
obtainable and all cheap, with very little 
effort or expense.

The two types o f overprint employed are 
as follow s: —

Cofcmt Eritrea % A

Straight overprint. Curved overprint.

The first issue was in 1893, when the 
stamps current in Italy were overprinted as 
follows:—

With straight overprint.
Unused. Used.

s. d. x. d.
1 c., bronze-green . . 0 1 0 1
2 c., bright brown . . 0 1 0 1
5 c., green . 0 2 0 2

With curved overprint. The 20 c. and 25 c. are 
same types as the 10 c.

10 c., claret

Unused, 
x. d.

• 0 3

Used.
X. Hr
0 3

20 c., orange . 0 6 0 6
25 c., blue . 0 6 0 6
40 c., brown . 0 8 0 10
45 c., dull green . 0 9 0 to
60 c.t mauve . 0 9 1 0

1 l.t brown and orange . t 3 1 6
5 1., carmine and blue ♦ 7 0 7 0

Later, in 1893, the 25 c. was altered in 
design, and in 1895 the 20 c. and 45 c  were 
also altered. T hey were all issued la terror 
Eritrea, with the curved overprint.

1895-6. Curved overprint.
Unused, 

x. d.
Used.
X. d.

20 c., orange . . 0 4 0 3
25 cM blue. . 0 6 0 4
45 cM dull green . • — 0 to

In 1896 the 1 c., 2 c., and 10 c. were altered 
in design and colour, and in February, 1897, 
the 5 c. in design. These duly appeared 
overprinted as usual for Eritrea.
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1897-9. Straight overprint.
Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

i c., brown . . 0 1 0 I
2 c., red . . • 0 3 0 3
5 c., green . . 0 2 0 3

1898. Curved overprint.
10 c., carmine . . . 0 3  0 3

On 1 July, 1901, the stamps bearing the 
portrait of the new King, Victor Emmanuel 
III , were issued for Italy, and in 1903 they 
were overprinted for Eritrea, but this time 
all with the straight overprint.

1903. Straight overprint.

1 c., brown

Unused. 
s. d.

.  0 1

U s e d .
s. d.

2 c . ,  orange-brown . .  0 t —
5 c., blue-green .  0 r —

10 c., lake . .  0 2 O 2
20 c., orange .  0 3 0 3
25 c., blue . . 0 4 0 4
40 c., brown . 0 6
45 grey-green .  0 7 —
50 c., mauve .  0 8 —

1 1., brown and green .  1 3 —
5 1., rose and blue • 5 6 —

In 1905 the inland rate was altered from 
20 c. to 15 c., and the 20 c. stamp was sur
charged to this effect. Eritrea duly had its 
supply, still with the straight overprint.

1905. Straight overprint.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s, d,
15 c. on 20 cM orange . 0 3  —

There is a full range o f Postage Due 
stamps similarly overprinted, including the 
two high values o f 50 1. and 100 1.

( To be continued.)

T H E  I M P E R I A L  A L B U M
Tenth Edition.
Size of pages, 8 fx u $  inches. The present 

edition is arranged in three volumes. Two causes 
have acted to bring about this result. First, the 
ever-increasing number of new issues, for which 
accommodation must be provided; and secondly, 
the demand by collectors that space shall be found 
for varieties of perforation and shade, errors, etc., 
to conform as closely as possible to the lists given 
in the publishers' Catalogue.

Vol. I. The Stamps of the British Empire; 
post-free, ios. 9d.

Vol. II. The Stamps of Europe, and the Colo
nies and Possessions of European States; post-free, 
12s. 9d.

Vol. III. Foreign Countries, except Europe and 
Possessions; post-free, ios. gd.

A  F I N E  B I R T H D A Y  G I F T
No. 68, 1500 varieties.
Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 

1500 different Stamps form a splendid start for any 
one. A large number of really rare and valuable 
stamps are contained in this collection; but it is 
impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly 
adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pui- 
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed.

£1  15s., post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.

PL E A SE  NOTE

The Prices quoted In the foregoing article are taken from oar publishers’ latest Catalogue, and art. 
therefore, the Prices at Which Jtanlep Gibbons, Ltd., Will hate pleasure In supplplng anp of the 
stamps that map be needed bp anp of our readers.
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Topical llotcs
By CHARLES J. PH ILLIPS
Further New Featu res

I AM  always on the look out for methods 
of improving our paper now we edit it 
in our own office. This week I am able 

to announce that we have decided to add 
four pages to each number during the winter 
season. This extra space is called for owing 
to the numerous interesting articles we are 
receiving, and the larger number first ap
peared last week.

A n important article was commenced on 
5 October under the heading—

British Stamps used Abroad
THIS is written by Mr. I. J. Bernstein, o f the
Manchester Philatelic Society, and by Mr.
Charles Nissen, the well-known London
specialist.

So much interest is taken in anything con
nected with British postage that I feel sure 
very many of my readers will welcome this 
article, and no doubt many collectors who 
have not studied the subject will be agree
ably pleased on finding rare varieties in 
British stamps with foreign postmarks 
already in their collections.

Historical Philately
Is the heading adopted by Mr. Norman 
Thornton for a series o f short, chatty articles 
which will show how a study o f the stamps of 
the world will largely add to our knowledge 
of history o f the last sixty years. T he first 
of these appeared in our issue of 5 October.

Other New Articles
T o appear shortly include a scries by the 
Rev. J. H. Heslop on various interesting 
points connected with Philately. Mr. Heslop 
is already known to readers of this paper, 
and I am sure his articles will be read with 
interest.

Death of Judge Fraenkel, of Berlin 
It  is with sincere regret that I have to 
announce the sudden death o f  my esteemed 
friend Mr. Heinrich Fraenkel, one o f 
the foremost philatelists o f Berlin. I had 
the pleasure o f  knowing the late Mr. 
Fraenkel for some fifteen years, and often 
visited him in Berlin and met him at his 
lovely home in the Kurfiirstenstrasse; he 
was an ideal host, always jolly, full o f humour 
and anecdotes, and a  really learned and 
studious philatelist. Mr. Fraenkel devoted 
many years to the collection o f philatelic 
literature, and I think very probably he 
had the best general collection in Germany. 
His collection o f stamps was a very large

one, and in many countries he was one of 
the most advanced specialists.

Mr. Fraenkel was trained to the law, but 
early in life entered a  banking business, in 
which he soon becam e one of the principals. 
He passed away at the early age o f fifty- 
four, deeply lamented by a  large circle of 
friends. I have just heard from Mrs. Fraen
kel, who states that her husband’s collection 
will not be sold at present.

Pyrotechnical
W e  have heard o f various unique methods 
o f mail delivery, such as by pigeon post, 
balloon post, e tc .; by  reindeer sledge post 
and by cask sealed and cast into the ocean, 
the current being trusted to carry it to an
other shore. T he painted barrel attached 
by chains to the rocks at the extremity of 
Tierra del Fuego and used as a  sort o f in
ternational post office has often been referred 
to in print, but a most striking method is the 
delivery of mail by rocket, according to the 
following clipping sent us by a  read er:—

An ingenious method is employed to deliver 
letters to the islands of the Tonga group, in the 
Pacific Ocean. These islands, guarded as they 
are by dangerous rocks and breakers, are hazard
ous to approach, and would often, were the ordi
nary routine of delivery employed, have to go 
letterless. To overcome this difficulty the steamer 
that carries the mails is supplied with sky-rockets, 
by means of which small bags of letters are pro
jected across the danger zone to the shore.

If this information is to be relied upon, it 
is strange that modern enterprise has not 
seen the advantage of charging an extra 
tariff on letters so delivered to be paid in 
stamps, by “ sky-rocket post” ; and the fasci
nating significance o f  such specimens would 
not be lost on collectors.— MekeeFs Stamp 
News, 14 September.

T he Chicago Philatelic Society 
C e l e b r a t e s  its five hundredth meeting on 
17 October. 1 only wish I could be present, 
as I have most agreeable recollections of a 
meeting I attended in 1900.

Among the special features o f  the occasion 
will be the distribution of tokens o f a dis
tinctive and appropriate design, struck in 
metal, one o f which will be given to each 
member o f  the Society or applicant for 
membership. On thp same evening, 17 
October, at the meeting at the dub-room, a 
popular competitive exhibition will be held 
for prizes in the shape o f the regulation 
C.P.S. medals. Announcement o f the popu
lar lines on which the exhibition will be held
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will be made later. On Friday evening, 
18 October, a Bohemian lunch will be served 
at a hall where the social side of Philately 
will have sway.

H ackney Collectors please Note
M r . C. S. M u r a t o r i, o f 29 Fletching 
Road, Lower Clapton, N .E ., writes:—

As I feel that there must be a large number of 
stamp collectors in Hackney, and as there does 
not seem to be any society which encourages the 
study and collection of postage stamps, I am 
venturing to establish a Philatelic Society in 
Hackney with that object in view, of course 
provided a sufficient number could be got 
together to make the founding of such a Society 
a success. I should feel greatly obliged if you 
could spare a paragraph in your Stamp Weekly 
inviting any who may be interested to communi
cate with me,

Mr. Muratori is well known in his district, 
being Secretary o f the largest Swimming 
Club in Hackney, is on the Committee o f the 
“ Ivanhoe” Cycling Club, and on the Council 
o f the W oodford Cycling Association, and 
is also in a large way of business. 1 am sure 
he would be a capital Secretary for a new 
Philatelic Society for his district. I should 
be glad to have further particulars for these 
pages if a Society should be formed.

T h e coming Junior Exhibition 
A n Imperial Display— T o  be open three 
consecutive days— 12, 13, 14 M arch.— A t 
the Caxton Hall, W estminster. Tickets of 
admission to be free.

I f  eleven thousand people visited the last 
Exhibition held by the Junior Philatelic 
Society in two days, how many will visit the 
next Exhibition in three days ?

T h e problem is not so easy as it looks. 
On the first glance it might seem that the 
answer is sixteen thousand five hundred. 
But the extra day is to be a  full day o f twelve 
hours. Thus instead o f eighteen and a half 
hours, there will be thirty and a half hours 
during which the folk can flock to see the 
show. Then there will be a  bigger show— a 
better and a more .popular show— and a 
much more extensive advertising o f the 
Exhibition.

W ith all these extra opportunities who can 
gauge what an attendance the Junior Phila
telic Society’s “  London Stam p Exhibition, 
1908,” will attract?

W e cannot guess— we cannot gauge, but 
we expect that every one who can come will 
come, and any one who is interested and who 
does not hear of the event in good time must 
either be swathed in cotton-wool, or else con
fined in one o f H is M ajesty’s jails. Already 
the D aily  M a il  has been telling its myriads 
o f  readers o f  the forthcoming event in the 
stamp world, and the D aily Express has 
given one o f  its leading articles to the sub

ject. T he Westminster Gazette, the Weekly 
Dispatch, the D aily Chronicle, and other 
newspapers in London and all over the 
country have been setting in motion the 
news that the Junior Philatelic Society is to 
have an Exhibition of the Stamps of the 
British Empire.

W hat will the Exhibition o f 1908 be like, I 
w onder! W ill it be a good old “ crush," 
like the one at Exeter Hall? Sometimes one 
could scarcely move about for the crowd 
that was ever swarming into the building.

Anyway, it is good news that the suite of 
halls and rooms at the Caxton Hall, W est
minster, which the Society has taken for the 
coming show on 12, 13 and 14 March, 1908, 
are capacious and comfortable.

There is the large hall and six extra 
rooms, and the Society has the opportunity, 
if need arise, o f adding still further to the 
accommodation.

All round the large hall is a fine balcony. 
Underneath this will be the dealers’ stalls, 
which formed, undoubtedly, one of the 
brightest and most popular features of the 
Exeter Hall show in 1905. A  bracket of 
electric light is suspended above each stall.

In the centre o f the hall and on the plat
form, in accordance with the plan which has 
been drafted by M r. S. R. Tum er, Secretary 
to the Sub-Com mittee on Exhibits, will be 
the exhibition stands, and the display will be 
continued right round the wide balcony and 
promenade.

T he exhibits will be confined to a  grand 
composite collection o f the stamps o f the 
British Em pire. Undoubtedly these stamps 
will form an exhibition display which will 
prove popular in the highest degree. The 
stamps will be displayed under the direction 
o f  Mr. S. R. Turner.

T he advertising o f the event is in the 
hands o f  another sub-committee, and, as 
already indicated, nothing is being left un
done to m ake the London Stam p Exhibi
tion, 1908, attract the greatest assem bly of 
stamp collectors ever brought together.

There is also an Entertainment Sub- 
Committee, which will see to it that the 
music and entertainments are of the best.

B y the way, it should be particularly 
pointed out that letters regarding tickets of 
admission, which m ay be had free o f charge, 
should be addressed to the Sub-Committee 
on Advertising, as this will be one o f their 
branches o f  the work.

Here is an outline guide o f  how you 
should proceed in corresponding on the 
business o f  the Stam p Exhibition :—

For Tickets, Prospectuses, Dealers' Stalls, 
and General Information write—

A. J. S b fi,
(Sub-Committee on Advertising),

Offices of the Stamp Exhibition,
44 Fleet Street, E.C.
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For particulars re exhibits and offers of loan 
of stamps write to—

S. R. T u r n e r ,
(Sub-Committee on Exhibits),

Offices of the Stamp Exhibition,
44 Fleet Street, E.C.

In sending donations or correspondence on 
financial matters write—

H. F. J o h n s o n ,
General Secretary to the Stamp Exhibition, 

44 Fleet Street, E.C.
As the work and expense involved in the 

Exhibition will be great, it is requested 
that all communications be accompanied by 
stamped addressed envelopes o f suitable 
size when possible.

A  plan and other particulars will be ready 
almost immediately, and will be sent to all 
who ask for them.

Stamps of the Argentine Republic (1862)
U nd er  the above heading Mr. B. T . K. 
Smith has a very interesting article in The 
Bazaar o f 13 September, from which we 
reproduce as follows :—

After the battle of Pavon in i86t the victorious 
army of Buenos Ayres occupied Rosario, the 
capital of the Argentine Confederation. The 
conquerors proceeded to reconstruct the broken 
administration, and one of the measures they 
took was to substitute for the old “  Argentine 
Confederation” stamps a new series inscribed 
with the new name of “ Argentine Republic”  
that had been adopted in the previous year. 
This new series was produced by Roberto Lange, 
a German lithographer in Buenos Ayres, and 
printed by him at the Buenos Ayres Mint.

The issue consisted of three values, and the 
total quantities printed during the whole period 
of their existence (1862-4) were as follow :—

5 centavos, rose . . . .  765,300 
10 „  green. . . . 98,110
15 u blue . . . .  27,037
The matrix-die of each value was separately 

drawn, and so each value is of a slightly different 
type. For instance, in the 5 c. the pearls in the 
circle number seventy-four, in the 10 c. seventy- 
eight, and in the 15 c. seventy-one. The small 
cross below the coat of arms, dividing the inscrip
tion, also varies in position: in the 5 c. it is 
placed vertically; in the 10 c. and 15 c. it 
inclines slightly towards the left and towards the 
right respectively. It is useful to note these 
variations, as they serve to distinguish originals 
from reprints ; in the worthless sets of the latter 
each value is of exactly the same type.

The accent over the “ u ” of r e pu b lic a  
was not on the matrix-die ; it was added or not, 
according to the lithographer’s caprice, on the 
lithographic stones themselves.

In the first printing of the 5 c. (80,000 stamps) 
the accent was arded; in the second (201,040 
stamps) it was omitted. If, as seems probable, sub
sequent printings to the number of about 300,000 
stamps were also without accent, specimens of 
the “ accented” stamps should be very much 
rarer than the “  unaccented.”

There i s  another type of the 5 c. stamp “  un
accented,”  in which the “ c ”  of c e n t a v o -' is  
closed and narrow, instead of open and round. 
The last printings were of this type, of which the 
total number was probably 144,000 stamps.

Early printings of the 10 c. were “ accented,”  
and the later printings “ unaccented” ; but 
philatelists differ as to the proportion in which 
they were printed. If “  unaccented ”  specimens 
with postmarks undoubtedly dated before 1864 
could be produced, the relative rarity of the 
two values would be at once settled.

All printings of the 15 c. were “ accented,”  
but on each sheet the second stamp of the eighth 
row had the accent omitted by an oversight. The 
first stamp on the second row of every sheet was 
tlte-beche.

Mr. J. W . Scott on U .S. Stamps

A s an investment the stamps o f the U .S. are 
the best proposition, and we advise our 
readers to be prepared for a  big advance in 
prices. T his does not refer only to the high- 
priced stamps, but a  large number which are 
catalogued as if  common. W e could name 
at least ten low-priced stamps of which one 
hundred specimens could not be bought in 
the entire U.S. at full catalogue figures. 
Some are used, others unused. Years ago it 
was the practice o f collectors to buy from 
one hundred to a  thousand o f  the low values 
o f each issue and set them outside to grow. 
Unfortunately the only thing that increased 
was the interest charges. So many lost' on 
Columbians that this sort o f speculation fell 
into disfavour, with the result that there is a  
dearth of many late issues in unused con
dition. T h e few who invested in the St. 
Louis series have done remarkably well, and 
the indications are that the Jamestown 
stamps will prove a good investment.— The 
Metropolitan Philatelist, 31 August, 1907.

Curious Postal Arrangements in Venezuela

I AM indebted to Mr. C. E. Ashby for the 
following information :—

Dear Sir,— I send you the following extract 
from the letter of one of my correspondents. He 
writes from Tovar, Venezuela, and the extract 
refers to a remark of mine re a “ postage due” 
fee.

“  Very sorry to have caused you extra expense, 
but really it wasn’t my fault. In these blessed 
regions, untouched still of your higher civiliza
tion, there are no balances to weigh letters, 
except in the post office. One sends, therefore, 
one’s correspondence without stamps to the 
‘ Administrator,’ who weighs it and puts on 
stamps, and at the beginning of each month he 
goes round and collects from the merchants the 
amount due to him. In this case he swears to 
have weighed fair.”

I may say that there were over a dozen stamps 
on the cover, so that perhaps Mr. Administrator 
thought quantity might pass for quality for once.
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T h e  B reitfu ss Collection
O u r  New York Manager, Mr. E . B. Power, 
sailed for New York on 1 October, after 
spending a  few weeks over here picking 
out fine copies for his American customers, 
sorting and rearranging our stock o f  Salva
dor, and picking out the numerous reprints 
of Seebeck stamps contained in it. Mr. Power 
has taken back to America the following 
volumes o f  the Breitfuss C ollection:—
VOL.

2. Canada, Confederate States, N ova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Newfoundland.

20. Panama and Petersburg.
21. Dominican Republic, Haiti, British Hon

duras.

22. Hawaiian Islands, Tonga, Cook’s Is
lands, Fiji Islands.

24. United States o f America.
27. Philippine Islands and Fernando Poo. 
30. Colombia and her States.
39. Corea.
49. French Colonies.
53. Roumania.

After these have been inspected by our 
leading American clients they will be re
turned to London, and others will gradually 
take their place. Collectors should note that 
the above books will not be available here 
for about three months from now.

British Stamps used Abroad
B y  I. J. BERNSTEIN A N D  CHAS. NISSEN
G R O U P  I 
M a l t a

T H E  British Post Office was established 
here in September, 18^7, and remained 
open until 1885, notwithstanding that 

a Maltese Post Office was established in
i860. This latter only sold £d. stamps (S.G. 
Nos. 1-9), and dealt with purely local cor
respondence. A ll external correspondence 
was dealt with by the British office, and the 
postmarks employed were :—

I M S
August, 1857, 7J mm. wide x  9  ̂ mm. high.

€ M »
April, 1858, 6^ mm. w id e x p j mm. high.

February, 1859, and date stamp.

T h e  advent o f the second smaller “  M ” 
was not to replace the first large one, but

was evidently a supplementary mark, as both 
were used indiscriminately until February, 
1859, when the combination mark superseded 
them. T h e A  25 was sometimes used alone, 
particularly on registered letters, when the 
usual oval registered date stamp was im
pressed on the letter. (W e have never seen 
it on the stamp.)

Naturally, during the twenty-five years it 
remained in use, a  number o f variations in 
the shape and size o f  the obliterator occurred.

M. 2d., L. C. 16, plate 6.
id., L. C. 14, on blued«paper.
id., L. C. 14, on white paper.
2d., L. C. 14, plates 5, 6.
2d., L .C . 14, plate 7.
4d., no letters.
6d.
is. „

A  25.
id., plates 4, 5, 6, $, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 14, 

15, 19, 20.
Id., plates 71, 72. 73. 74, 76. 78, 79, 81, 82, 

84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 
95, 96. 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103. 
104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, n o , 111,
112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119.
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 127, 1*9,
13°, 131. *32, 133, ' 34, ' 35, ' 3*. " 7,
138, 139, 140, 141, 142, ' 43, ' 44, ' 45,
146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, '53,
' 54, ' 55, ' 56. ' 57. 158, ' 59, '6o. '&'»
162, I63, I64, I65, l66, 107, 105, I69,
171,. 172, 173, ' 74, 175, ' 7b- 177, ' 78,
180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 187, '88, 190,
191, 192, 193, 195, 196, 197, 198, ' 99,
201, 202, 203, 205, 207, 209, 212, 213,
215, 217, 219, 220, 221.

2d., L.C., perf. 14, plate 6.
2d., plates 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, '5-
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2jd., plates 1, 1, 2, 2, bl., 2 error, 3, 3, 4, 5, 
6, ;, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23.

3d., plates 1, 4, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, to, n ,  12,
14, is , 16, >7, IS, >9, 20, sp , 21, 21. 

4d., plates 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14,
15, 15, 16, 17, 17, 18.

6d., plates 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 6, 8, 9, 11, 11, 12, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 17, 18, 18.

8d., plate 1.
9d. »» L
iod.• „  I.
Is. ,, 1, 2, 2 k. variety,

iS, 9- I0> I2» l 3 , 13. 1
2S., plates blue and brown.
5s- „  1 ,2 , 4,4.
10s. j 1 i*
id., green ; £d., slate.
id., Venetian red.
2d., rose.
5d., slate.
1884. 14<-1 -, 2d., 2id., lilac.
4d., 5d., 6d., green, and 5s.,
id., lilac ; 14, 16 dots.
id., Receipt stamp.

On all the mails dispatched between 30 
September, 1859, and 3 December, 1859, the 
“ 9 ” of 1859 was inverted, thus reading 1856. 
W e find, therefore, stamps postmarked 1856 
that were not even printed till 1858.

G ib r a lta r

The establishment o f the British Post 
Office here was contemporary with that in 
Malta, but no local stamps were issued till 
1 January, 1886. T h e postmarks consisted 
o f :—

C
August, 1857, 10  ̂ mm. high x 6 mm. wide.

T h e  use o f the large and small “  Gs ” was 
discontinued in February, 1859, when the 
A  26 obliterator was used alone or in con
junction with the date stamp. Numerous 
varieties of size and shape can be found.

L  C. 14, id., red-brown on blue, rose-red.
2d., plates 5, 6, and 7.

L.C. 16, 2d. ,, 5 and 6.
No letters, 4d., bd., and Is.

A  26.
$d., plates 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, i t ,  12, 13, 14, 15, 

19, 20.
Id., plates 72, 73. 74, 76, 78, 79, 80, 82, 83, 

84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 92, 94, 95, 96,
97.98,99 , 101 , 102. 106, 107, 108, 1IO,
112, i ' 3. I 14, " 5. 116, 117, 118, 119,
120, 121, 122, ■ 23, 125, 127, 129, 130.
■ s'. ■ 34, ' 3d, >37. 13S, 139. 140, 142,
143. 144, 145. 146, 147, 148, 149, 150,
151. 152, 153. 154, ' 55, 156, •57, 158,
159, l6e, l6 l, 162, 163, 164, 105, 166,
167, ■ 68, 169, 170. 171, 172, 173. 174,
175. 176, 177, 178, ' 79, 180, 181, 182,
183, 184, 185. 186, 187, 188, 189, 190,
191, ' 92. 193. ■ 94, ' 95. 190, ' 97, I98,
199. 200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206,
207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213. 214,
215. 216, 217. 2l8, 219, 220, 221, 222,
223, 224, 22j.

plates 7, 8, 9 . 12, 113. M, *5-
2$d. „  I, 2. 2 blue paper, 2 error, 3, 3,

4. s, 6, 7, 8, 9, to, it , 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 17, 18, 19. 20. 21. 22, 23.

3d., plates 4, S, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 14,16,
17, 18, 19, 20, 20, 21, 21.

6d., plates I, 3, 4, 5, 6, 6, 6, 8, 9, 11, 11, 
12, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18.

8d., plate I.
9d., plates t, 4, emb. 4, spray. 
iod. „  1.
is. „  I, 2, 4, 4, S, 6, 7 , 8 , 9, 10, 11, 

12, 13-
2s., plate 1, blue.
5s. ,. 1.
Jd., red; id ., slate; id. and 2d., rose;

id , 14 dots, 16 dots.
1884, 2d. and 2}d., lilac, and 4d., green.

April, 1858, 9 ! mm. h ig h x 6  mm. wide.

February, 1859 (date stamp and obliterator).

{To be continued.)

T H E  C E N T U R Y  A L B U M
Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and 

illustrated with several thousand full-sized repro
ductions of the stamps. In one volume, 622 pages. 
Size of each page, 10x13 inches. Printed on one 
side of the paper only, catalogue and illustrations 
on the left, and spaces to correspond on the right- 
hand pages. All minor varieties of perforation, 
watermark, and type are omitted, and only such 
varieties are included as can be distinguished by 
the young philatelist. * Space has been provided 
for some 18,000 stamps, and provision made for 
new issues by the insertion of numerous blank 
pages.

Post-free, 13s. 4d.
Stanley Gibbons. Ltd.,
39« Strand, London, W.C.
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Hard U.$. Problems made Easy
By EUSTACE B. POWER

MA N Y  amateurs, and for that matter 
some of our best English dealers, 
find the 1870 to 1888 issues o f the 

U nited States very perplexing ; but if the 
collector will follow a fixed arrangement in 
sorting the various issues, he will, 1 think, 
come out of his difficulty without much 
trouble. The two great classes for the first 
division are those on soft and those on hard 
paper. The distinction is marked, and the 
best rule to follow is to take, for instance, the 
5 c. Garfield in brown or in blue. T his 
stam p is always found on soft paper, and soft 
paper only, since the American Bank Note 
Co. were its only printers. Then take any 
value of the 1870 set that has a  grille on it 
and we have an undoubted “ h a rd ” paper. 
I especially recommend the grilled specimen, 
since the 7 c. and 24 c., though never printed 
for general use by the American Bank Note 
Co., were specially printed by them in 1880 
on their soft paper. T he two values are so 
rare that they are seldom met with ; never
theless they do exist, and therefore the grilled 
copy is the best test. Now we have a grilled 
specimen for the hard paper and a  Garfield 
for the soft paper, and we can divide our 
issues. The hard paper has no mesh 'm i t ; 
the soft paper has it, hence a further guide 
for sorting. W e lay our soft-paper pile away 
for the present and take up the subdivision 
of the hard papers into those printed by the 
National and those by the Continental Bank 
Note Companies. So we divide along as 
follows :—

National. No mark.
1 c., blue ; embossed with the grille.
1 c ., blue, shades ; no grille.
2 c., brown ; grilled and always a chestnut- 

brown.
2 c., brown ; no grille; never very dark brown. 
3 c., green; grilled in varying ares.
3 c., green ; no grille ; in shades.
6 c., carmine ; grilled ; always a good strong 

colour.
6 c., carmine to pale carmine-red ; no grille.
7 c., vermilion ; grilled ; slight shades only.
7 c., vermilion ; no grille ; slight shades only.* 

10 c., brown ; grilled.
10 c., brown; no grille; slight shades. This 

stamp must be carefully examined to see that 
it is on hard paper, because the American 
Bank Note Co. (or soft-paper series) printed 
this stamp on their paper both with and 
without the little curve, and it still further 
comes re-engraved% which variety also lacks 
the curve.

12 c., purple ; with grille; very rare genuine.
12 c., purple; without grille; rather a weak 

colour.
1$ c., yellow-orange; with grille; very slight 

shades.
15 c., yellow-orange; no grille; very slight 

shades.
24 c., purple, or more correctly violet; grilled; 

very rare.
24 c., purple, or more correctly violet; no grille ; 

the commonest variety, that on the Con
tinental paper, being much bltur in shade, 
and a stamp vastly underpriced and under
estimated. I have not seen a dozen genuine 
Continental colours in as many years.

30 c., black; with grille.
30 c., black : no grille ; always a dead b'.a<k.
90 c., carmine ; with grille.
90 c., carmine ; no grille. Rather a hard stamp 

to tell without others to compare with; it is 
a true carmine, whilst the Continental has a 
yellowish cast in the colour.

H aving drawn away our Nationals, the 
remainder o f the hard-paper pile should of 
course be the Continental Bank N ote Co.’s, 
and we shall proceed to test our division by 
confirming the following descriptions: The 
whole Continental set is known with the 
grille ; but their status or existence need not 
worry the general collector, as they are 
practically “  unfindable,” except the 3 c., 
green, 2 c., vermilion, 5 c., blue, and 6 c., 
dull red, and I have my own private opinion 
about the circumstances surrounding these 
particular values. So we go  along as fol
lows— for the Continentals :—

1 c., blue to pale ultramarine. Sometimes the
plate is found much worn. The little curve 
in the ball is often very faint.

2 c., brown ; always a heavy dark brown. The
cross line or secret mark hard to see in many 
cases.

2 c., vermilion. The hard paper is the only test
to sort by.

3 c., green. The id. postage of those days. The
green runs in many shades, but always with 
a yellowish cast in it. The plate often 
shows wear.

5 c., blue. Taylor. Two shades, one much
heavier and darker than the other.

6 c., dull red. Quite different from the rich
carmine of the National.

7 c., vermilion. Few shades. Always shows the
curve very plainly.

10 c.» brown. Many shades. Here again we 
must be careful, as the soft-paper 10 c. has 
the secret mark.
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12 c., deep purple. I might almost say blackish 
purple, as the shade is always very rich and 
deep.

15 c , yellow-orange. Almost exactly the shade 
of the National, but the up stroke in the 
triangle settles the issue.

24 c., bluish violet. This is, as I have already 
said, a very hard stamp to find ; its colour 
matches the 3 c., bluish purple, of the Justice 
set, which is a good test.

30 c., greyish black to greenish black. No secret 
mark has been discovered on the stamp, 
although I believe the proofs have it. If it 
is not dead black one can safely call it 
Continental.

90 c., carmine. Always a yellowish carmine, a 
hard, metallic look in it, and not nearly so 
deep and soft a colour as the National.

W e now come to American or soft-paper 
series, which merely require sorting into the 
original and re-engraved series. O f the 
re-engraved we only have the 1, 3, 6, and 
10 c. values, therefore the 2, 5, 15, 30, and 
90 c., if on soft paper, are all the 1879 issue 
without further examination.

Picking out the t, 3, 6, and 10 c. stamps, 
we proceed to sort them into the original 
and re-engraved issues. T h e 1 c. re-en
graved is firstly o f a greyish shade o f  blue ; 
it has a blurred appearance ; and the sure 
test rests with the scrolls in the upper cor
ners, which in the re-engraved are heavily 
shaded and the curls considerably lined. 
The whole top of Franklin’s head is a blotch 
o f white, whereas in the original it has many 
graceful lines of shading, especially at the 
back of the head.

The 3 c. re-engraved runs to various 
shades o f a blue-green, as also does the 
original, so the best division is the shading 
lines under the medallion, which in the re
engraved are narrow. Look where the 
shading joins the “  3.” In the re-engraved 
it only just comes to the last point o f the 
top of the last “  E,” whereas in the original 
it is considerably wider than the whole of 
the top o f “  E.” Again another and still better 
test. T he ends o f the ribbon under “  N ” 
and “ t ”  o f  c e n t s  in the re-engraved 
are touched up with two heavy lines under 
them, and these lines do not show in the 
original.

The 6 c. re-engraved is an easy stamp to 
tell. In the first place, the lines have all 
been heaviiy recut in the frame, and the 
shading o f the bent ends o f the ribbons is 
very heavy, whereas they only show faintly 
in the original.

The 10 c. is another easy problem. In 
the first place, it has no curve in the ball, 
which helps us quite a  little, as the American, 
though existing without curve on the soft 
paper, is uncommon, and then we have the 
following tests : heavily lined background, 
especially behind the shield, the little ball

that has the secret mark in the earlier stages 
reduced in size, and the angles o f the whole 
stamp very sharp and square. The shades 
of the re-engraved run from a warm yellow
ish brown down to a very dark sepia, which 
shade is very hard to find unused.

T his little ramble into the various papers 
and prints has enabled us to separate our sets. 
There are, of course, two sets of this design so 
seldom seen that we need hardly worry over 
them. I refer firstly to the special printing 
made by the Continental Bank Note Co. in
1875. These stamps are on the hard paper, 
and were specially made for the Centennial 
Exhibition. They were printed on a very 
white paper, and were put up in sets in little 
envelopes, with the intention o f selling them 
to such collectors visiting the Exhibition as 
should desire a complete set o f United States 
postage stamps. They are found without 
gum, and have been generally cut apart by 
the scissors, which results in their being of 
very irregular appearance on the edges. T he 
colours also are rather deeper than the 
issued stamps, and they are exceedingly 
rare. T h e regular postage stamps o f the 
same design were obtainable at the post 
office, and people therefore did not go 
to the trouble of getting these stamps, 
which, in those days, were not con
sidered to be any different from the regular 
issue. T he other set, printed in 1880, are 
another special printing, and are o f course 
on the soft paper. These are also found 
without gum, and only a  specialist in the 
country can tell some of the values from 
the stamps then in issue. In this set there 
are three values which are very much 
commoner than the remaining stamps of 
the set, viz. the 7 c., 12 c., and 24 c., and the 
reason is not far to find. B y the time 
the Am erican Bank Note Co. came into 
the contract for printing the Government 
stamps these three values had become 
obsolete, and were no longer required. 
Collectors who had not been sufficiently 
wide-awake to secure the full set as issued 
by the Continental Bank Note Co. found 
that they missed these three values, and so 
when the special printing was made they 
hastened to secure them. V ery likely they 
bought a complete set and discarded the 
other values as being duplicates, as they 
supposed, o f the regular 1879 issue, but 
kept these three values, as they did not 
have them. T hey can o f  course be very 
easily told from the fact that they are on 
the soft paper, in addition to which the 12 c. 
is very much deeper than the Continental 
stamp, and the 24 c. value is a  very deep 
dull purple, and different from either the 
National or the Continental colour. T o  
those who are sufficiently interested to sort 
their stamps, if  they will look at page 528 
of Part 11 o f  our Catalogue, the cuts
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numbered from A  to H are very good illus
trations o f the National plates, and from 
K to R of the Continental plates. The 
entire design was printed at different times 
upon experimental papers, such as violet 
laid paper and the Francis chemical paper. 
Another variety is that with a cog-wheel 
grille on it, but these are all experimental, 
and were never issued. Some copies, o f 
course, have passed the post, probably by 
reason of the inventor or some Government 
official testing their efficiency. I believe that 
the Continental liank Note Co. really did 
issue some values o f their set upon an en
amelled paper, made with the idea o f pre
venting people washing the stamps and using 
them over again, and a few o f these occasion
ally turn up, and can be told by their shiny 
appearance upon the face o f  the stamp. T he 
design ran a long time, commencing in 1870

and running right down to the end o f  1882. 
T he stamps are generally rather shied at, 
on account o f the difficulty in sorting them, 
but I trust that this little article will make 
the subject clearer, and that collectors will 
study the issues, which are not rare, and 
nearly all o f  them quite obtainable in a 
used condition.

A VERY HANDSOME PRESENT
Packet K o . 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
form ing a choice collection in itself.

^ 3 , post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C .

Tbe Postal System of 
the Mozambique Co*
FROM T H E "M A D RID  FILA TELIC O "

T ra n sla ted  fr o m  the Spanish  by ERNEST PHILLIPS
P R IO R  to the year 1893, the stamps of 

Mozambique were current in that part 
o f the colony washed by the Indian 

Ocean. A t that time this colony was divided 
into the following districts, naming them 
in order front north to south : Cape D el
gado, Mozambique, Quilimane, Tetd, 
Manica, Sofala, Inhamband, Gaza, and 
Lourenzo Marques.

About 1893, Portugal leased the greater 
part o f these districts to Companies o f 
Colonization ; this occasioned varying mone
tary systems in the different parts of the 
colony, resulting in a certain independence 
as regards postal administration.

T he Mozambique Company, formed in 
1893, purchased by agreement the districts 
o f Sofala and Manica, that is to say, all the 
land between the Zambesi and the Savd. 
Almost at the same time, the Zambezia 
Company bought up the districts o f Tetd and 
Quilimane, now better known by the name 
of Zambezia, viz. the region north of the 
Zambesi as far as Ligonia.

A s these Companies had their own special 
stamps, those o f  Mozambique were now only 
current in two districts, which were at a 
great distance from each other. Eventually 
Mozambique stamps were reserved for the 
northern area, and those o f  Lourenzo 
Marques were created for the southern region.

In 1898 that part of the northern region, 
which was still directly under the authority 
o f the metropolis, was diminished by the

formation o f the N yassa Company, which 
purchased the district of Cape Delgado. 
Finally, the postal district o f Lourenzo 
Marquds was, in its turn, reduced by one-half 
on the formation o f the Inhamband Com 
pany. T his district o f  Inhamband issued 
the commemorative stamps o f San Antonio, 
but we now know that this issue was prior 
to the formation o f the Company.

These various Companies had different 
privileges and prerogatives. B y this reason 
the Mozambique and N yassa Companies 
established their own Postal Services, and 
issued special stamps. On the other hand, 
the Zambezia and Inhamband Companies 
have less freedom, the Post Office remain
ing under the direction o f the Government. 
In this way it is made clear why stamps of 
the old types o f  the Portuguese colonies were 
current in that territory.

A t the present time the district o f  Gaza is 
the only one that has no special stamps ; it 
uses those o f Lourenzo Marquds.

Finally, we should like to mention the 
fact that the whole o f the Portuguese posses
sions, together with all the English posses
sions in South Africa (Cape of Good Hope, 
Natal, Orange Free State, Transvaal, 
Rhodesia, and Central Africa), comprise 
the South African Postal Union.

This Postal Union has a  lower tariff than 
the International Postal Union, and also 
offers greater facilities for inter-colonial 
traffic.
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Omnium Gatherum
By “ PHILOLOGOS”
The Nineteenth German “  Philatelist D ay ” 

at Hamburg
A F T E R  a lapse of ten years the Phila- 

l \  telic Societies of Hamburg welcomed 
for the second time the philatelists of 

the Fatherland in conjunction with the 
eleventh “ Bundestag” o f the Germano- 
Austrian Philatelic Societies. The proceed
ings were opened very fitly with a stamp 
exhibition on 21 August. T his was open for 
five days, and was visited by 5000 persons, 
exclusive of the visitors to the “ T ag.” On 
Friday, 23 August, the usual “ Stamp 
Bourse ” was opened at 10 a.m., and it lasted 
until the evening, as the weather was so 
bad. The “ Stam p Bourse” was continued 
on the Saturday, and in the afternoon the 
“  Bundestag"  was officially welcomed to 
Hamburg. Thirty-nine societies, with 4936 
members, were represented. A t 9.15 p.m. 
the “  Festkommers” was held in the “  Fairies’ 
Hall,” and the night was devoted to beer 
and song. T h e occasion was graced by the 
presence of a bevy o f “  fair philatelists,” 
who retired at midnight. Then the great 
hit of the evening was produced in the 
“ W atch P arade” of the second Hamburg 
Society ; this “ W atch P arade” consisted of 
eight smart “ ladies o f the ballet." On the 
morrow the “  Philatelisten-Tag ” held its 
meeting ; 52 societies, with 6462 members, 
were represented. The science o f Philately 
came well to the front in a splendid paper 
read by Herr Vicenz with the title of “  Are 
there official reprints and essays o f Ham
burg lithographed stam p s?” while H err 
Sellschopp discoursed upon the free enve
lopes of the Am erican Express Companies. 
Herr Landgerichtsrat Pauli spoke on behalf 
o f the Committee at great length on the 
•question of “  M arking Forged Stamps.” T he 
Committee reported in favour of societies 
alone marking forgeries only with the 
owner’s consent. Then there came trips 
round the port, a visit to the H agenbeck 
“ Animal Park,” and the “ T a g ” ended with 
a  trip down the Elbe to Heligoland, where 
the merrymakers found themselves suddenly 
surrounded by about thirty warships and 
fifty torpedo-boats, which delighted philate
lists from Southern Germany. Gossnitz, in 
Saxe-Altenburg, was selected for next year’s 
meeting, and tne two Hamburg societies 
were entrusted vfith editing the Vertrauliches 
K o rre sp o n d cm -B la tt  during 1908, T he 
Hamburg Committee is to be congratu
lated on having had a record attendance, and 
the great success o f the “  T ag  "  was due to

their untiring efforts to do all that was pos
sible to make the occasion a memorable one.

N ew  Issue of S w iss  Stamps 

W r it in g  in the Philatelistisches E ch o , Herr
H. Herzog says that the Swiss postal authori
ties have been considering for some years 
the idea of replacing the present issue of 
stamps by one of a more artistic nature. 
T he Report recently issued for 1906 by the 
Swiss Post Office announces that, as the re
sult of competition among certain artists, the 
Federal Council decided to accept designs 
for the stamps up to the stamp of 20 rappen. 
For the stamps of 2, 3, and 5 rappen the 
design of the Swiss artist M. Alb. Welti, 
living in Munich, was chosen ; the design 
represents the boy Tell with the crossbow; 
while for the 10, 12. and 15 rappen stamps 
the head of Helvetia, designed by M. 
L’Eplatterier, a teacher o f drawing at La 
Chaux-de-Fonds, was selected. T h e dies 
of these designs have been made in Berlin. 
For the stamps above 20 rappen the Federal 
Council decided to retain the picture o f 
Helvetia standing, but reproduced in a dif
ferent way, until something better can be 
devised. A s a matter o f fact, the Berlin 
firm had been given an order to produce 
a satisfactory figure o f Helvetia standing for 
the stamps above 20 rappen and in two 
different dies, so that a selection could be 
m a d e; however, artistic circles in Switzer
land raised such a storm in the newspapers 
and abused the authorities for not having 
had the dies made in Switzerland, “ for the 
Swiss experts are quite as clever as those of 
other countries,” that the order had to be 
withdrawn. This claim, quite justifiable 
from patriotic motives, was not made good. 
A t the suggestion of the Swiss Society of 
Artists and Sculptors, two Swiss artists were 
entrusted with the work o f making the two 
dies. One artist has supplied a die after 
some delay ; the other sent the original die 
back after a long time, with the remark that 
“ he could not carry out the work, as he lacked 
the necessary material.” T h e result was 
that the order to make the die was given 
once more to the Berlin firm, and, so soon 
as this die is prepared, the Federal Council 
at Berne will decide upon the design of the 
standing Helvetia to be adopted for the 
stamps above 20 rappen. T he Swiss postal 
authorities hoped in the summer that, in spite 
of the delay in obtaining the die, they would 
be able to issue the new postage stamps some 
time in September of the present year.



254 GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

fleto Issues
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips, 
391 8trand. London. W.C., who would be very grateful i f  readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible 
Information concerning issues o f  stamps new or projected. News from the colonics in particular will be much 
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above- 
mentioned address.

Antigua.— Mr. Yardley has shown a copy of 
the id., Type i ,  in the old scarlet tint, with 
watermark Crown C A , and perf. 12, to the 
editor of the M onthly Jo u rn al.

Wmk. Crown C  A. Per/. 12.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id., scarlet . . .  —  —

Austria.— We find that we have to chronicle 
several values with the perforations 9, 9$, and 
12$, 13 compound. These are not exactly new, 
except for the 35 c., but we have not catalogued 
them up to the present.

A s  1904 issue, hut without bars o f  shitty varnish.
Per/. 9, 9$, and  12$, 13 compounded.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

t h,, purple. . . . —  —
3 h., pale brown . . . —  —
5 h., deep green . . . —  —
6 h., orange . . . —  —

10 h., rose . . . . —  —
25 h., ultramarine . . . —  —
35 b., bright green . . . —  —

British Guiana.— We learn from the Phil*  
alelistisches Echo  (9.07) that two uncatalogued 
varieties of the surcharge t w o  c e n t s , on the 
Jubilee issue, namely the 2 c. on 10 c., and 2 c. 
on 15 c., with the surcharge inverted, have been

TWO CENTS,

Jubilee issue, with inverted surcharge in black.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

2 c. on 10 c., blue-black and orange-red —  —
2 c. on 15 c., red-brown and blue —  —

British Solomon Islands Protectorate.—
The P hilatelic Record  (9.07) chronicles the 2$d. 
perforated 11 vertically, and also on one horizontal 
side, the other side being imperf. This variety 
seems to be similar to the 6d. described in our 
issue of 13 July.

Per/. 11 on threesides; one horizontal side imper/.
Unused. Usea. 

s. d. s. d.
2jd., orange-yellow . . .  —  —

Chili.— The Philatelistisches Echo (9.07) chron
icles the 3 c. on I peso, deep brown, No. 81 in 
the Catalogue, with a double overprint.

Telegraph stamp with double overprint.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
3 c. on 1 peso, deep brown . . —  —

Cyprus.— We are informed by the Colonial 
Office J o u rn a l (10.07) that a 5 paras will shortly 
be issued. This will be the lowest value stamp 
used by any colony, as 40 paras make up 1 piastre, 
the international equivalent of id.
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Ecuador.— We learn from the Philatelistisches 
Echo (9.07) that three of the latest set of Official 
stamps have been seen with the overprint in 
violet instead of in red.

! ii

O F I C I A L

Overprinted as above in violet.
Unused. Used. 

s, d. s. d.
1 c.t black and red (Type i) . —  —
SC. „ ,, yellow (Type ii) . —  —

10 c. ,, „ red (Type i) . —  —

Egypt.— We gather from L 'E c k o  de la Tim - 
brologie (30.9.07) that the 5 piastres o f the current 
set has been issued with the overprint o . h . h s .

O .H .H .S .

Official stamp. Overprinted as above.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
5 pi., s l a t e ...........................—  —

Federated M alay States. —  The Colonial 
Office Jo u rn al (10.07) states that in future the 
8 cents will be printed in “ all blue.”

German M orocco.— Mr. Kosack informs us 
that the x p. 25 c. on 1 mark, carmine, on the 
Lozenge-watermarked paper has onlyjust been 
issued. It was given in the current Catalogue, 
somewhat prematurely we fear.

Grenada. — According to the C olonial Office 
Jo urn al (to.07) it has been decided that the 3d., 
6d., is., 2s., 5s., and 10s. shall in future bear 
the colony’s badge (like the current $d., id., 2d , 
and 2jd.), instead of, as hitherto, the King’s 
head. They are to be surface printed, instead of 
copper plated, on chalk-surfaced paper.

Holland.— Mr. Booleman has kindly shown us 
a copy of the 5 c., ultramarine, perf. 13, 13$, of 
the 1867 issue, in Die I, with the downstroke of 
the 5 “ wide/’ (see Type I in the Catalogue). 
Hitherto we had only catalogued this stamp in 
Die II, so this stamp will precede No. 47.

1869. Die l .  A"otumk. Per/. *3, 13J.
Unused. Used. 

s. s. d.
5 c. ultramarine . . . —  —

H o n g  K o n g .— The Colonial Office Jo u rn al'
(10.07) states that a new value, i.e. 6 cents, has 
been ordered by this colony.

Iceland.— We read in the London Philatelist-
(27.9.07) that Mr. W. T. Wilson states that “ a 
6 aur, Official, in the new type has been an
nounced in several papers. I have positive infor
mation from official sources that it has never been 
issued, nor is it likely to be.” We chronicled 
this stamp in our issue of 7 September, on the- 
authority of the Novdisk F ila ielistisk  T idskrijt
(22.7.07) , but we must now ask our readers to 
delete it.

Kiautschou.— Mr. Champion tells us that the 
40 c. has just been issued with the Lozenge water
mark.

Wink. Lozenges. Per/. 14.
Unused.

40 c , black and carmine on rose

Used. 
s. d.

Labuan.— Messrs. Bridger and Kay have- 
shown us curious varieties of the 4 c. on 50 c . .  
No. 134 in the Catalogue. They tell us that one 
sheet of 50 stamps was surcharged “ 4 cents’* 
in such a manner that 35 stamps show a double 
surcharge, 5 stamps a triple surcharge, and there? 
are 5 pairs, of which one stamp has a double s u r 
charge, and one is normal.

LABUAN
4

ce n ts

Double surcharge (“ 4 cents”).
Unused. U M d w 

x. d. s. d.,
4 c. on 50 c., maroon . . —  —

Treble surcharge.
4 c. on 50 c., maroon . . —  —
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Mauritius.— The Colonial Office Jo u rn a l(10.07) 
•confirms our information that the stamps of this 
colony are to undergo a change in the early future, 
owing to the Arms having proved incorrect in some 
particulars. Our contemporary does not state 
whether the design of the next issue will still 
consist of Arms, or whether the head of King 
Edward VII will be made use of.

M ontserrat.— The Colonial Office Jo u rn a l
(10.07) states that a supply of id. and 5s. stamps 
on chalk-surfaced, multiple-watermarked paper 
has t)een forwarded to this colony.

Northern N igeria.— The Colonial Office 
J o u r n a l  (10.07) states that “ The last supply of 
jd. and id. . . .  in two colours has just teen 
despatched.” In future these values, and also the 
2&d. value, will be printed in the Postal Union 
colours.

Portugal.— We learn from Mr. Champion 
that the private stamp for the Civilian Rifle Clubs 
has just been issued in yellow and brown, for
1907.

No value indicated.

Yellow and brown (1907)

Per/, n j x  ia(?).
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s, d.

Queensland.— A correspondent of The Ph. J .  
■ of G. B .  states that he possesses an imperforate 
block of four of the id., vermilion-red, of the 
1890-94 issue, which he purchased at the Mackay 
post office.

The A u st. P h . chronicles the 3d. and $d. stamps 
in new colours; the watermark is still Crown 
and Q.—-M onthly J o u ttia l, 9 07.

S p a in .— W ith  reference to  the Commemorative 
issue chronicled last w eek, M r. G alvez now 
writes that they do not pay postage. L etters te a r
ing these stamps must also be franked by ordinary 
postage s ta m p s! T h is  seems very peculiar, as 
surely nobody would spend 4  pesetas to  ornament 
his letter with an entirely useless la b e l ! W e are 
now endeavouring to obtain further information 
on the sub ject, and meanwhile we would recom
mend our readers not to purchase any as postage 
stamps. O f course, if  they have no franking 
power, they will not be catalogued.

Straits Settlements.— We are indebted to the 
Colonial Office J o u rn a l (10.07) for the following 
paragraph:—

“ Owing to alterations in connection with the 
local currency of the Straits Settlements and the 
Federated Malay States, the 3 cents stamp will 
in both cases take the place ot the 4 cents stamp 
as the international equivalent of 10 centimes. 
It will therefore be printed in a ll  red, and the 
4 cents Straits Settlements stamp will be in lilac, 
and that of the Federated Malay States will 
remain black and red, as at present.”

We learn from E-w eiis Weekly Stam p News that 
the 5 c. has now appeared on unsurfaced paper. 
We received our first supply of this value on 
multiple-watermarked, enalk-sutfaeed  paper in 
January last.

Wtttk. Multiple Crown C  A. Ordinary paper.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. s. d.
5 c., lilac on white . . .  —  —

T ransvaal.— We print the following paragraph 
from the Colonial Office J o u r n a l (10.0.7):—

“  2&d. stamps printed in two colours are being 
supplied . . .  for the last time. In future they 
will be printed in ‘ all blue.1 The number of id. 
stamps required annually by the Transvaal is so 
large that a fresh 240 set plate is being prepared 
for use with the existing plate, thus enabling the 
stamps to be supplied in sheets of 480.”

Trinidad.— The current $d., green, is printed 
on chalk-surfaced paper, the stamp being pre
viously issued on non-surfaced paper. The 
Colonial Office J o u r n a l (10.07) states that this 
stamp “ may shortly be expected in singly fugitive 
ink.” We take this to indicate a reversion to the 
ordinary paper, in face of an explanation of the 
use of surfaced and unsurfaced papers given in our 
contemporary, which we will reprint in an early 
issue.

Printed by W. Bkendon & Sow, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Stanley G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
19 October, 1907.
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Countries of tbe LUorid
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL
Elobey, Annobon, etc., and Fernando Poo

I T  is pathetic to reflect that of her once 
extensive colonial empire all that now 
remains to Spain are the Canary Islands 

and sundry small possessions on the north 
and west coasts of Africa, aggregating some
100,000 sg. miles, with a population o f 650,000. 
For administrative purposes the Canary Is

lands are considered part o f Spain. The 
other “ oversea” possessions can be divided 
conveniently into (i) island possessions, (ii) 
territories on the mainland, and this article 
deals with the former.

Four centuries ago Spain had better pros
pects of colonial empire in Africa than either
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England, France, or Portugal, who to-day 
have such vast interests on the continent. 
A t the time Portugal was pushing her way 
southwards and establishing herself firmly in 
Africa, Spain was kept busy with the Moors at 
home. A t the same time she found plenty to 
do in consolidating her recent conquests in 
the New W orld. It is not surprising, there
fore, that Africa was left a lo n e ; indeed, no 
African colonies were ever founded by Spain. 
Her possessions were limited to a few forts, 
convict settlements,and trading posts. These 
served as shops where slaves were bought 
for transportation to the American planta
tions, and as slavery was gradually abolished 
so these posts declined in importance, until 
at present the Spanish possessions in A frica 
are practically worthless.

T h e island possessions consist o f  Great 
and Little Elobey, Corisco, Annobon, and 
Fernando Poo —  all off the west coast of 
Africa in the G ulf o f Guinea. T he total area 
is 8;o sq. miles, and the population about
30,000.

Elobey and Corisco are small islands in 
Corisco Bay, close to the Equator, and are 
probably occupied by Spain because they ; 
are situated in the northern part o f the bay, 
which is the portion owned by Spain, the 
southern division belonging to French Congo.

T hey are mere islets, broken off from the 
mainland at a comparatively recent date.
“  Corisco ” means “  Lightning,” and the island 
was so named on account o f the thunder
storm raging at the time of its discovery. 
Both islands are inhabited by the Mbengas, 
most o f whom are converts to Christianity.

Fernando Poo and Annobon are the first 
and last, respectively, of a series of volcanic 
islands which run in a south-westerly direc
tion into the G ulf of Guinea, in a line with 
the volcanic peak of Kamerun. Geologically 
speaking, they are the sea-lying bits of the 
range of mountains of which this peak 
(14,000 feet high) is the striking feature. 
They vary in height from 10,000 feet in 
Fernando Poo to 2000 feet in Annobon. 
The soil in all is very rich, too rich, it is said, 
for sugar-cane, and the group which includes 
the Portuguese possession o f St. Thomas 
and Principe has been described as “ a vol
canic flower garden.”

Annobon is a picturesque spot owing to its 
well-wooded mountains, and its area of six 
sq. miles is extremely fertile. It was dis
covered by the Portuguese adventurers 
Escobar and Santarem, on New Year’s 
Day, 1471, hence its name “ Annobon,” the 
Spanish equivalent for “ Anno B om ” (New 
Year). It is inhabited by about 1600 negroes, 
who profess Roman Catholicism, but fetish
ism is by no means extinct. N o settlement 
was made till 1550, and in 1778 it was ceded 
to Spain. The island has good water, and 
produces excellent oranges and other fruits,

which it sells to passing vessels. T he only 
anchorage is on the north, viz. at San 
Antonio da Praia, the residence of the 
governor.

Fernando Poo was discovered about i486 
by a Portuguese sailor, F ern io  do Po, after 
whom the island is named. He called it 
“  Formosa,”  or “  T he Beautiful,” a  term 
amply justified by its imposing appearance, 
luxuriant beauty, and sylvan scenery. It has 
roughly the shape o f a parallelogram, o f which 
the northern half is almost entirely filled by 
Isabel or Clarence Peak, 10,000 feet high, an 
extinct volcano with a still existing crater. It 
slopes steeply on all sides, but most of the 
surface is clothed with dense forest, and the 
island generally, like the others in the chain, 
is well wooded. T h e area is about 780 sq. 
miles, and though at one time used as a 
place of exile for political offenders, the is
land is now almost entirely given over to 
the native inhabitants, the “  Bubi,” a  Bantu 
tribe o f singularly low intellectual develop
ment. T h e  expression “ booby” is said to 
have its origin in this fact.

From 1778 to 1782 it was occupied by 
Spain. In 1827 the British Government 
formed a settlement on the island, and used 
its harbour, which was then called Port 
Clarence, as a station for ships engaged in 
the prevention o f the slave trade. Its reputed 
unhealthincss led to its abandonment in 
1834, and for ten years the island remained 
masterless.

In 1844 the Spaniards resumed possession, 
changing the name of the port to Puerto de 
Isabel, though our Adm iralty charts still call 
it Port Clarence. It is still the only town, 
and one o f the most beautiful spots in W est 
Africa.

During the British occupation the Baptists 
established a missionary station here, but in 
1838 they were bought out.

The soil is very fertile, and is capable of 
raising all kinds of tropical products, but 
the climate is extremely unhealthy for Euro
peans. It is said that if the mountains were 
cleared and buildings erected at the summit 
the place could be made almost a sanatorium, 
but a tropical country, in which rain falls 
from May to December, and is succeeded by 
dense fogs, hardly invites such enterprise.

Some cocoa, coffee, and cinchona comprise 
what little produce is exported.

Spain is represented by a governor, who 
is supposed to administer as well Elobey, 
Corisco, and the Spanish territory on the 
mainland near San Juan, and who is directly 
responsible to the Central Government. 
But except at Fernando Poo, Spain is en
tirely unrepresented, even by a customs 
officer, so that foreign factories can trade 
with the natives without paying any tax to 
Spain. England is represented by a con
sular agent.
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Philatelic H istory
Until 1902 the only stamps issued for the 

Spanish possessions in Africa were those of 
Fernando Poo, but in that year a separate 
issue was made for part o f the territory on 
the mainland under the name of Spanish 
Guinea. In 1903 stamps were issued for the 
joint use of Elobey, Annobon, and Corisco, 
and in 1905 a further subdivision was made 
by a separate issue for Rio de Oro, the 
name given to Spanish territory on the 
north-west coast of the continent. M any of 
the stamps for Fernando Poo itself seem 
quite unnecessary. W hat can then be said 
of these later issues, for places with an 
insignificant population and no’ commerce ? 
The authorities at Madrid can best answer 
the question, but as the stamps are changed 
practically every year, and there is a long list 
of values in each set, “  somebody wants 
them.”

Dealing with Fernando Poo first, its 
philatelic history up to a certain point is 
interesting, and the stamps themselves are 
fairly scarce.

The first issue was commensurate with the 
importance of the place, for it consisted of 
one value only. This was a 20 centimos of 
an escudo, equalling about ;d. Spain and 
her colonies have been subject to much 
change with respect to currency. A t this 
particular time ioocentecim os= icscu d o=  to 
reales =  2s. id. The stamp bore the portrait 
of Queen Isabella II, and was issued Sep
tember, 186b.

Septem ber, 186S. Pert. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
20 cen. de esc ., brown . 4$  °  35  °

Some authorities say that it was with
drawn in January, 1869, and stamps inscribed 
ULTRAM AR, like those for other Spanish 
colonies, issued for use here. Others say 
that for some years Fernando Poo did with
out stamps at all, but the probability is that 
Spanish stamps were in course. Unfortu
nately, postmarks do not help to elucidate 
the fact; but let it suffice the general col
lector that no further special issue was 
made till 1880. Then, in common with other 
colonies, the iS'dl type of Spain, bearing

the portrait of King Alfonso X II, was modi
fied for colonial use, the word COM UNICA- 
CIONES being replaced b y  FERNANDO POO.

There were three values expressed in 
centimos of a peseta: 100 centim os= i 
peseta =  4 reales =  1 od.

1880. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used.

i. d. s. d.
5 c * de peseta, grey-green 8 O 8 o

10 c. ,, rose . . 2 O 5 o
50 c. , ,  blue . . 4 O 6 o

On 1 January, 1882, the currency was 
changed and new stamps were issued of 
similar type, but expressed in “ centimos of 
a p e so ” (100 centimos or cen tavos= i peso 
= 2 escudos =  about 4s. 2d.). Only three 
values were issued then, viz. 1 c.. 2 c., and 
5 c., but in the middle of 1889 a i o c . was 

I put into use. Students o f this colonial type 
will remember that there were several states 
of the plate that produced it (see under 
Cuba, Catalogue, Part II, p. 488). It is in
teresting to note that all the stamps of 1880 
and 1882 have the design in the original 
state, whilst the 10 c. o f 1889 shows the last 
state o f  the plate with the third retouch.

I c.

18S2-9 . Same type 

de peso, grey-green

and per f  
Unused. 

s. d.
. 2 O

Used.
s. d.
3 0

2  C. „  rose • 5 0 5 0
5 c. „  lilac-blue . 1 6 2 6

IO c. , ,  brown . . 5 0 3 ©
( To be continued.)

T H E  Y O U N G  
C O L L E C T O R ’S  P A C K E T

No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended 
as the cheapest collection o f 500 different Stamps 
ever offered—the Stam ps could not be bought 
separately for th ree times the marvellously low 
price at which it is now offered. T h e  Stamps, e tc ., 
are clean, picked specim ens fit for any collection. 
T h e  best 500 varieties in the trade.

4s. id ., post-free.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd .,
391 Strand, London, W .C.

TL E A SE  NOTE
The T r i m  q no fed In the foregoing a rtic le  are taken from  our p u b lish ers ' la test Catalogue, and are, 
therefore, the T r ices  at M ic h  S ta n lep  G ibbons, L td ., b illl h ate  p leasure  In suppiping unp o f  the  
stam ps that map be needed bp anp o f  our readers.
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Topical Dotes
B y  CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
Death of Earl Sondes

I  H A V E  to record, with great regret, the 
death of Earl Sondes, which took place 
at his London residence on i October. 

George E. Milles, second Earl Sondes, 
was born on u  May, 1861, and succeeded 
his father in 1894. He was an officer in the 
East Kent Imperial Yeomanry, and served 
in the Boer W ar, during which he was 
badly wounded. This necessitated several 
operations, but the injury from the rifle shot 
proved in the long run beyond remedy.

Before he came into the title, Earl Sondes 
was well known in the cricket world under 
the name of Lord Throwley. He played 
for Eton v . Harrow, and later on for Kent. 
In 1891 he went with Lord Hawke’s cricket 
team to America, and in the same year was 
elected President o f the Kent County Club.

T he late peer was a stamp collector for 
many years past, a member of the London 
Philatelic Society, and a  Vice-President of 
the Kent and Sussex Philatelic Society.

Leicester Philatelic Society Exhibition
W i l l  be held in  the Victoria Hall, Granby 
Street, Leicester. This hall is in the main 
thoroughfare of the town, and opposite the
G .P.O ., and trams from all parts pass the 
doors every few minutes. I hear that good 
entries have already been received.

Many leading philatelists have already 
intimated their intention of visiting the 
exhibition, as this Midland town is so con
veniently situated. An interesting and in
structive programme has been arranged, 
and all collectprs will be assured o f a hearty 
welcome from their confreres in Leicester.

Some Minor Varieties in Russian Stamps 
M r . A. A. K e a v , of St. Petersburg, has 
been good enough to show me some interest
ing varieties in Russian stamps. W hile 
they may not be up to catalogue rank, they 
are, I think, worth noting, and as they occur 
in stamps that are common, they may be 
found with a little trouble in hunting for them.

June, 1865. 10 kop., perf. 14^x15. This
exists with the t o ” in upper left-hand corner 
almost obliterated by a thick white bar, probably 
caused by some heavy tool falling on the plate.

1875. 8 kop., carmine and grey. The value
at the bottom of this stamp is written b o c e m s  xon, 
meaning eight kopecs. The first letter is often 
found damaged, and in varieties I have seen 
becomes a “  C ” or a “  D.”

1889. 10 kop., deep blue.
Mr. Keay has this on a plain w ove  paper, 

showing no traces of any laid lines. This 
is dated “  1893.”

Mr. Keay also draws my attention to a

dangerous fake that has been offered in 
St. Petersburg. The 3  ̂ and 7 rouble 
stamps o f 1892 are with thunderbolts, and 
are rather common now. The fake con
sists in painting out the thunderbolts and 
offering the stamp as the rare pair of 1884, 
worth between four and five pounds. 
Luckily, however, there is a sure test, the 
tw'o post-horns o f  the stamps of 1884 being 
longer and wider across than the commoner 
ones o f 1892.

Europeans v. British Colonials 
I d r a w  attention to the able paper read by 
Mr. J. C. Hand at a meeting of the Trans
vaal Philatelic Society, held on 27 August 
last, o f which a digest is given in this issue.

Mr. Hand very justly deprecates the 
great attention paid to British and Colonial 
stamps, and points out the many advan
tages o f collecting Europeans.

Personally, I must say that I entirely 
agree with Mr. Hand, and from an ex
amination o f the stock books of my firm I 
find that the European books o f many 
countries sell as freely as the best classes 
o f Colonials, if not better. I may say that 
in our next Catalogues there will be far 
more advances in Part II than in Part I. 
Colonials have been going up too fast, and 
I think they are quite high enough at pre
sent. O f course there are many exceptions, 
but the exceptions do not prove the rule.

Europeans a Good Investment
T o  collectors who are looking for an 
interesting country to take up, one that 
will not require a large capital, and which 
will combine a good investment with plenty 
o f study and research, there are several 
European countries that I can strongly 
recommend. Among the best o f these I 
mention Greece, Finland, Italy and States, 
Luxemburg, Holland, Belgium, Sweden, 
Austria, Portugal, Turkey, Montenegro, 
Servia. There are still many things to 
study in all these stamps, and with the 
exception o f a few rarities, most varieties 
can be had used  for but a small outlay.

The value of Europeans as an investment 
was forcibly impressed upon me only last 
week, when one of the leading German 
dealers made a special trip to London to 
go over the Breitfuss Collection. He pur
chased from us over ^800 net, and would 
not look at anything except Europeans. 
H e told me that almost all his clients 
collected Europeans only, and he openly 
regretted that he was forced to come to us 
for fine stamps and pay our prices, as he 
could not obtain what he wanted in his own
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country or in France, which he visited on 
his way here.

King Edward V II Philatelic Society 
IN the issue o f 7 September I referred to 
a Philatelic Society that was about to be 
formed for specialists in British stamps. 
Mr. C. J. Phillips, of 37 Flanders Road, 
Bedford Park, London, W ., now writes me 
that he has started the Society under the 
above title, and that j\Tr. B. A. Meadows 
will act with him as joint Hon. Secretary. 
Meetings will be held at the above address, 
and will be confined to amateurs. The rules 
are now being printed, and can shortly be 
supplied by the Secretaries.

Dominican Republic F irst Issue 
Messrs. W hitfield K ing & Co. have 
been good enough to forward us the follow
ing letters :—

D e a r  S ir ,
We enclose copy of a letter which we have 

received from Santo Domingo, to which we have 
sent a reply to fit the occasion. Attached to 
the letter in question is a slip of yellow paper, 
on which is a handstruck impression of the 
“ Un Keal” Dominican Republic stamp of the 
type of 1865. As the impression appears to have 
been taken from the original die, we shall be 
much obliged if you will insert a note in your 
next issue, warning collectors against reprints of 
this stamp. Yours faithfully,

W h i t f i e l d  K in o  & Co.

S a n t o  Dominc.o , 5 Sept., 1907. 
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.,

Ipswich, England.
D e a r  S ir s ,

I attach hereto a rough print of the 1862 
Santo Domingo “ Un Real” stamp, of which I 
am in possession of the original cliche. I will 
be glad to know if you could have a quantity of 
these printed for me, and if you can arrange to 
get this done on papers of the proper colour, 
having the appearance of age, and using old ink.

I should want probably a couple o f dozen prints 
of each issue. W hat w ould your terms l>e ?

Very faithfully yours.

Monthly Report of Herts Philatelic Society
I HAVE received with pleasure No. 1 of 
the above “  Report,” and I congratulate this 
energetic Society and its President, Mr. 
Franz Reichenheim, on its publication. 
The report consists of eighteen pages, 
three of which are o f advertisements. It 
contains:—

Notice o f first meeting.
Names of candidates for election.
Programme for the session.
Rules o f  the Society.
List o f members.
Annual reports.
Catalogue of books in library.
Reviews, etc.

In due time I shall hope to see the Royal 
Philatelic Society publish its “ Transactions”

either quarterly or bi-monthly, as is done by 
other Royal Societies.

A t the present time, and for some years 
past, the important papers read at the meet
ings o f the R.P.S. have to be looked up in the 
London P h ila telist, the P h ila te lic  Record, 
the M on thly  Jo u rn a l, etc., whereas I think it 
would be much better and more dignified 
if all the “ Transactions” were gathered 
together in an official publication.

The “ Postage Stamp”
I h a v e  received the first number of this 
new weekly paper, edited by my friend 
Mr. E . J. Nankivell. It consists of twenty- 
four pages, eight of which are devoted to 
advertisements. It is well set up, and 
printed in Bath by Sir I. Pitman and Sons.

T he important subject of “ New Issues” 
is treated very baldly, but four countries 
being referred to, and all the stamps listed 
in this group have already been listed in 
other papers several weeks previously. 
T w o pages are taken up with the Intro
duction, followed by two pages of “  Gossip,” 
an interesting article on Bermuda by 
Mr. Nankivell running to four pages. 
“  Hints to Beginners.” and a  far too short 
article on Egypt by Mr. J. C. Rix, 

I whose first appearance as a writer on 
philatelic subjects will, I trust, be the fore
runner of others from his pen. Notes and 
News, the Stamp M arket, and Society re
ports fill up a very presentable first number.

How to Collect Postage Stamps
Messrs. George Bell & Sons have just 
published a capital book under the above 
title, written by Mr. B. T . K . Smith. It 
contains 180 pages, with 48 plates, illus
trating about 770 stamps. Price 6s. net.

This is a  book that should be in the 
library o f every stamp man, to keep along
side his album and catalogue for constant 
reference. There are thirty-three chapters, 
including such subjects as—

Local Postage Stamps.
Postal Stationery.
How Postage Stamps are Printed.
Forgeries, Bogus Stamps, and Reprints.
Stamp Collectors, Past and Present.
T he Stamp Market.
The Stamp Collector’s Outfit.
Some Terms used in Philately.
Bibliography.

T h e bulk o f the book, however, deals 
with the various countries of the world 
under their respective headings, and under 
each one much useful and new information 
will be found. T h e compilation o f this 
work must have occupied a vast amount 
o f time, and I heartily congratulate Mr.
B. T . K. Smith on the result he has 
attained. T he historical and geographical 
information will be found most useful to all 
who study their stamps.
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British Stamps used Jlbroad
B y  I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS. NISSEN
G R O U P  I — continued

C y p r u s
A L T H O U G H  officially a part of the 

/-A Ottoman Empire, it has been since 
27 July, 1878,“ adm inistered” by Great 

Britain, and will, by the Treaty of Berlin, 
continue to be so as long as Russia holds 
Kars, Batoum, etc.

Cyprus is the largest island in the Levant, 
and has a population o f a quarter o f a 
million.

It is now generally classed as a Crown 
Colony. Post offices were opened in the 
various towns enumerated below and issued 
British stamps until 5 February, 1880, on 
which date the British stamps overprinted 
C Y P R U S  were issued to the public.

These unsurcharged British stamps were 
available for internal postage, this being the 
only instance in the history o f “ Used 
Abroads ”  where such was the case.

Varieties known as follows :—

Fam agusta, a small sea
port built on the ruins of 
the ancient A rsin oe.

975-
i d . ,  p late 13.
2 id . ,  plates 12, 14, 13.

1 9  7 5 1

Limasol is the second 
seaport o f the island.

Larnaca, the principal 
seaport, almost monopo
lizes the foreign trade o f 
the island, and used con
sequently the largest num
ber of stamps.

942-
id . ,  plate 13.
id .,  plates 171, 184, 192, 198, 199, 203,206, 

207, 210, 221.
2d., plate 15.
2 id -, plates 5 , 8 , 1 0 ,1 1 ,  12, 13, 14, 15 ,16 , 17. 
4d ., plate 16.

981.
2 id .,  p late 13.

Similar to last, 
but number 982.

982.
i d . ,  plate 13.
2d. ,, 14.

Kyrenia.

Nikosia is the capital 
and largest town in the 
island.

969.
id . ,  p late 81.
a id . ,  plates 10, 11 , 12, i 4, 15 , 16. 
4d., p late 16.

Polymedia.

D 47-
id ., red, plate 109.
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ID48I
D 48.

T h e postmark used consisted o f  the initial 
“  C  ” in parallel bars from—

A r m y  h e a d -q u a rte r s  
camp. Although situated 
at Limasol, it had a post 
office of its own. 11 mm. high.

Id., plates 95, 102, 105, n s ,  118, I23-

Office numbers were allotted to Baffo 
(office No. 974), and Platres (office No. 098); 
but it is doubtful whether they had been 
opened before purely British stamps were 
superseded by those overprinted CYPRUS.

A  date stamp was also used, but probably 
only on registered letters. Anyway, it is 
never found in conjunction with the ob- 
literator.

G R O U P  II

date stamp only.

C o n s ta n tin o p le

This office was opened in 1854, originally 
as a sorting and forwarding office for the 
mails o f the British army engaged in the 
Crimean W ar, and continued as such till the 
army evacuated the scene o f operations in
1857.

The Turkish Government acquiesced in 
the establishment of an alien post office in 
the first instance mainly because Great 
Britain was fighting with and for them, and 
because their own postal arrangements were 
inadequate to deal with the correspondence. 
This inefficiency was the reason for trans
forming, in September, 1857, this forwarding 
office into a  public one to deal with the cor
respondence o f the British Em bassy, Con
sulate, and residents, for dispatch abroad. 
Letters were received, but had to be called 
for, the Turkish Post Office reserving to 
themselves the right of delivery by postmen. 
Despite repeated protests by  the Porte the 
office has been maintained till the present 
day, and the scope has been extended till 
now money orders, postal orders, and par
cels are dealt with as at home. Other 
Governments have followed the example o f 
the British Government, and to-day most o f 
the Great Powers have offices of their own. 
The Turkish Government, not being able to 
regain this valuable source o f revenue by 
diplomacy, has resorted to competition, and 
has quite recently issued a series o f stamps 
with an overprint restricting their use to ex
ternal correspondence, and which are sold 
at a discount o f  20 per cen t off their face 
value.

In 1885, the piastre having become worth 
only about 2d. instead of 2id ., owing to the 
depreciation o f the Turkish currency, it was 
decided to overprint certain values in Tur
kish equivalents. T he lucrative trade of 
exporting British stamps was thus prevented, 
as the stamps were thereby made available 
only in the Levant.

A t the same time all and any British 
stamps could be used for postage.

T he Post Office evidently had no objection 
to any one paying 2id. for a  service that 
could be secured for 2d.

Since 1906 the series id . to 6d. and is. 
have received the overprint levant, and 
are issued concurrently with the stamps over
printed in Turkish currency, and British 
stamps can no longer be used.

C.
id ., plates 6, 11, 12, 14, 15, 20.
id., plate L.C. 14.
id., plates 71. 72. 73. 76, 83, 87, 89, 90, 94, 

101, 102, 105, 109, 116, 118, 119, 120,
1*1, I**, 1*3. 124, 127, 129, 13O, 134,
i 3 5 . '36. 138, M°. 141. M3 . 146, 147,
148, 149, 150, 151, 158, 159, 161, 162,
166, 167, 170, 173, 174, 178, 179, 181,
183, 184, 186, 189, 190, 191, 193, 194,
195, 196, 198, 201, 203, 204, 210, 212,
214, 215, 216, 222, 224.

2d., plates 8, 9, 12, 13, 14.
2jd. „  t, I, 2, 2, 2 error, 3 ,3,4, s, 6, 7, 

8, 9, 10, II, 12, 13, 14, 15.16. 1 7 (blue), 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23.

3d., plates 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, t6.
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4>1., plates 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, II, 12, 13, 
■ 4 , IS, 15, 16, 17 (Crown).

6tl., plates 1, 3* 4> 5. 6,6, 6, 8,9, i i ,  11, 12 
(grey), 13, 14. *5, 16, i jd t 18, 1$/*. 

lod., plate emblems and spray, 
is., plates 1, 2, 2 (K variety), 4, 4, 5, 6, 7, 

8 , 9. 10, 13, 13, 13, 14.
2s., plate blue.
5s., plates 1, 2, 4, 4. 
id., green, slate, vermilion.

id., lilac 14, 16 dots 2d., rose.
1884, 14(1., 2d., 2id., 3d. (lilac), 4d., 50., 

6d., 9d., is. (green).
2s. 6d., blue and white paper, 5s., rose.
|d., id., 24d., and is., King’s Head.

*id ., lilac, I.I<. Official.

* This has been either used on a reply-paid letter from 
England or by some other chance; they were never issued 
for use there.

(To be continued.)

British Colonial Stamps
FROM TH E “ COLONIAL O FFICE JO U R N A L" 

{Continued from  page 22.)

S O M E  particulars as to the manufacture 
o f the paper on which stamps are 
printed may be o f interest to our 

readers. It is machine-made, and water
marked by means o f a private dandy-roll, 
the cost o f which in the case o f the Crown 
Colonies has been defrayed b y  them in pro
portion to the amount o f paper used by 
each.

The dandy-roll is in the shape of a drum, 
about six inches in diameter, and equal in 
length to the width of the paper. It is 
made o f brass gauze, and the emblems 
(which in the case of the Crown Colonies 
are C A  and the Crown) are punched with 
steel dies out of a sheet of brass, sewn on at 
intervals with fine brass wire. The paper is 
made from cuttings o f Irish longcloth, which 
is first reduced to its original condition before 
it was woven. T he dandy-roll passes over 
the pulp as soon as it has settled into the 
form of paper, and before the drying begins, 
and the local pressure of the above-mentioned 
emblems marks the paper.

T he dandy-roll is kept locked up by an 
inspector appointed by the Inland Revenue 
Department, except when it is actually in 
use. The paper made each day is counted 
by him, and any made in excess of the order 
is retained in his custody until another order 
reaches the mills.

T he paper is then sent to the inspector 
at the stamp manufacturers’ works and 
duly counted out to them as required in 
exchange for a receipt.

It is at this point that some of the paper 
is treated with the solution which produces 
the so-called chalky appearance. T his is 
done to paper required for stamps printed 
in doubly fugitive ink, but not to that on 
which singly fugitive ink is used. T he 
reason is that in the latter case this addi
tional precaution is not required, as stamps 
printed in this ink are only intended to be 
proof against attempts to clean off cancella
tions applied by means o f proper obliterat

ing ink. It will thus be seen that stamps 
supposed b y  some people to differ only in 
respect o f  the presence or absence of a 
chalky surface differ also in the character of 
the ink employed for printing them. A 
chalky surface will never be found on a 
stamp which is not at least partly printed in 
green, lilac, or black, these being the doubly 
fugitive colours, and not alw ays in these 
cases, and a  practised eye is required to 
detect which ink has been employed. An 
example o f  this is to be found in the recent 
change to singly fugitive ink o f the stamps 
o f the Federated M alay States. T h e 4 and 
10 cents stamps are now printed in singly 
fugitive ink, and one printing o f the 20 and 
50 cents stamps was made in similar ink, 
which has, however, again been abandoned 
in favour o f doubly fugitive ink, and conse
quently chalk-surfaced paper for these two 
values.

T he printing plates are “ proved” on ordin
ary coloured paper without watermark, for 
no white paper is allowed on the works. The 
“ making rea d y” occupies a considerable 
amount o f  time, as the slightest inequality 
in the plate has to be compensated by “ under
la y in g” and “ overlaying.” Underlaying is 
the insertion of paper between the printing 
plate and iron back, and overlaying is the 
insertion o f paper on the “  drum ” which 
carries the sheets o f paper on to the printing 
plate.

The next difficulty to be overcome is the 
mixing o f  the colour or ink, so as to match 
the pattern stamp exactly. T he trials have 
to be made on paper of the same kind as 
that which will be used for the stamps, as 
the slightest variation of the character of the 
paper affects the colour of the stamp. The 
printed sheets o f stamps are eventually 
counted out to the firm for perforation. 
This is done by machines with a large num
ber of accurately placed needles, each of 
which fits exactly into a bed, and it may be 
easily imagined that breakage o f the needles 
is far from a rare occurrence. Indeed, a
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staff of workmen is perpetually employed 
attending to this one branch of the business.

The last process is the examination for 
flaws and for final counting. The quickness 
of the trained eye in detecting the slightest 
defects is most astonishing. An untrained 
eye may search long for the defect for which 
a sheet has been condemned. O f course, 
one defect in a  sheet o f 240 or 120 stamps 
tloes not condemn the whole sheet. I f  it is 
one of 240 stamps only the quarter in which 
the offending stamp occurs is sacrificed, the 
remainder o f the sheet being then divided 
into sheets o f 60 stamps. Thus original 
sheets o f stamps may be found to contain 
sometimes 240 and sometimes 60 stamps. 
The condemned sheets are destroyed by 
fire in the presence o f the inspector, who 
has to show that the sheets so destroyed, 
together with those passed by him, make up 
the total given out for the order.

A  question that is often asked by phila
telists is why many of the colonies use id ., 
id., and 2ld. stamps printed in colours other 
than those prescribed by the Postal Union 
Convention of W ashington. It has been 
raised as recently as April o f this year in 
Gibbous Stam p W eekly. The answer may 
hat e been gathered from the last number of 
this journal, but it may be worth while to 
give it more explicitly. Until recently it was 
thought wiser to print stamps of all values 
in doubly fugitive ink, and unless coloured 
paper is used (the artistic effect o f which is 
not quite satisfactory, the resulting colour

not being very clear), part o f each stamp 
must then be printed either in purple, black, 
or green. T he last-named colour suited the 
id . duty ; but the only way in which the red 
and blue colours could be introduced in the 
other two values was in the labels at the top 
and bottom of each stamp, the body of which 
was printed in doubly fugitive purple. This 
is still done in a  few cases ; but the Rome 
Postal Union Convention has made it obli
gatory for the prescribed colours to be 
followed as from 1 October, and the change 
will, we believe, be made as early as 
possible.

Another point which is of considerable 
interest to stamp collectors will be found in 
the provision o f the Rome Convention that 
stamps of all values which are valid for the 
prepayment o f postage on correspondence 
sent from one country of the Postal U nion 
to another, must, as from r October, bear 
their values in Arabic numerals. This, if 
strictly carried out, will involve a new issue 
of stamps in all cases in which the values 
are expressed in words. T h e first colony to 
take definite action in this matter is Ceylon, 
where, however, the change will not take 
effect until March o f next year, when 5 
and 6 cents stamps o f the new pattern may
be expected. The expense of complying 
strictly with this regulation will be consider
able, and will fall heavily upon the smaller 
colonies, and the new plates will therefore 
only be made as opportunities occur.

Portraits on Stamps
By B O S W E L L  J U N I O R
United States of A m erica — c o n t i n u e d  

Abraham Lincoln, sixteenth President of 
the United States, was born in Hardin 

County, Kentucky, on 12 
February, 1809. Though 
sprung from a line of 
ancestors who had owned 
large estates, Abraham ’s 
early life knew little o f any
thing but hardship, for his 
father, lacking in the quali
ties that command success, 

had settled in the rich and fertile forest 
country of Indiana as a backwoodsman. 
Abraham, however, m ade the most use o f his 
very limited opportunities, and learned all 
that the half-educated backwoods teachers 
could impart. By the time he was nineteen 
years old he had attained his extraordinary 
stature o f six teet four inches, and with it 
enormous muscular strength. A fter a  few 
months spent in the employment o f a  general 
store dealer, Abraham  volunteered for service

in the Black Hawk war, and was immediately- 
elected captain. On his return home he 
canvassed for a seat in the Legislature, but 
was defeated. His next move was to buy a 
store, but an idle and dissolute partner soon 
brought failure. Lincoln then devoted him
self earnestly to the study o f  law. He 
became postmaster o f New Salem in 1S33, 
and held the office for three years. In 1834 
he again came forward as a candidate for 
the Legislature, and was elected. In 1846 
Lincoln was elected to Congress as represen
tative for Illinois, and before long he became 
known as a rising statesman. After a single 
term of office he resumed the practice o f 
law, and speedily gained a commanding 

osition at the Bar. T h e slavery question 
rought him again into the political arena. 

Though not a  professed Abolitionist, he 
threw the whole weight o f his earnestness 
and vigour against the prevailing tendency 
to throw over new territories to the encroach



a 66 GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

ments of slavery. His debates with Senator 
Douglas on this subject established his repu
tation as that o f one of the leading orators 
of the Republican party. Consequently, in 
May, i8bo, the Republican Convention 
nominated Lincoln for the Presidency, and 
he was elected. The extreme partisans of 
slavery had already made preparations for 
an insurrection. A  provisional government 
of Southern States was formed, with Jeffer
son Davis as President. In such a crisis 
Lincoln kept his own counsel, and made 
no public avowal of his intentions until 
his inauguration in March, 1861. Then 
President Lincoln spoke with no uncertain 
voice. Secession was rebellion. T he Union 
must be preserved at all costs. In the 
matter of slavery, however, he had neither 
the wish nor the right to meddle with 
it where it already existed. A  few weeks 
later the inevitable war broke out. T h e  
Secessionists of South Carolina scored the 
first point by taking Fort Sumter. This 
roused the North to energetic measures. T he 
first important battle of the war took place 
at Bull Run in July, 1861, and resulted in a 
defeat of the National troops. It was in 
this battle that the Southern General Bee 
exhorted his men by saying “  There’s Jackson 
standing like a stone wall,” and “ Stonewall 
Jackson” was the name by which the 
Virginian commander was ever after known. 
Their defeat was o f service in this one par
ticular, that it proved to the Northerners 
that a great war was before them, which 
would tax their energies and resources to the 
uttermost. Space will not allow us to enter 
into the details o f the varying fortunes o f the 
war. Many battles were fought in 1862, but 
the end was not in sight. T he current o f 
events was steadily flowing in the direction 
of emancipation. T he resolve to emancipate 
the slave had long been in Lincoln’s mind. 
In September he issued his preliminary 
proclamation declaring that all slaves in 
the rebellious States on 1 January, 1863, 
should be free. T he final consummation 
took place on that date and the proclamation 
was received with general enthusiasm

throughout the loyal States. Not so in the 
South, for the abolition o f slavery meant an 
upheaval of all their accustomed modes of 
life. T h e war now became for them a 
struggle for existence. Lee, the Southern 
general, was decisively defeated at Gettys
burg on 4 July, 1863. T he same day Grant 
captured Vicksburg and twenty-five thousand 
Confederates. A  national cemetery was 
dedicated on the battlefield of Gettysburg in 
November, 1863. Lincoln delivered a speech 
at that dedication, which traced in a few 
words the motive power behind the whole 
great struggle.

The presidential election took place in 
1864, and Lincoln was re-elected by an 
enormous majority. T he cause of the South 
was now becoming more and more hopeless. 
It culminated in the fa ll’ o f Richmond and 
the surrender of the Confederate arm y under 
Lee on 9 April, 1865.

Lincoln had himself accompanied the 
army on its last triumphal campaign, and 
had entered Richmond immediately after its 
surrender. On his return to W ashington he 
delivered his last speech on public affairs, 
dealing with the question o f the restoration 
of the States. T h e  same evening he went 
with Mrs. Lincoln and two friends to a per
formance at Ford’s Theatre. In the midst 
o f  the play a shot was heard, and a man was 
seen to leap from the President’s box to the 
stage. Brandishing a dripping knife with 
which, after shooting the President, the 
murderer had stabbed M ajor Rathbone who 
accompanied Lincoln, and shouting, “  Sic 
semper tyrannis !— the South is avenged ! ” 
he rushed out, leaped upon a horse held in 
readiness, and escaped.

T he President breathed his last at seven 
o’clock on the next morning, 15 April. The 
assassin was found by a  squadron o f  troops 
twelve days afterwards, and shot in a barn 
in which he had taken refuge.

T h e nation’s joy  over the return o f  peace 
was at one fell swoop transformed to grief. 
Lincoln was buried, amid the mourning of 
the whole people, at O ak Ridge, near Spring- 
field, on 4 May, 1865.

The Rarest Stamps
B y  PIERRE MAHE
W ITH  regard to the “ Post O ffice” 

Mauritius— “ T h e dearest stamps 
are not always the rarest.”

“  T he ‘ Post Office ’ o f Mauritius are the 
rarest stamps in the collection.”  T h o ie  words 
have been written everywhere, and one has 
heard them quoted everywhere in the phil
atelic world. T h e legend would soon be
come history if  an end were not put to it.

Let us say at once that these stamps have 
been the most spoken o f and that they have 
fetched the highest prices known ; but do 
not let us say that they are “  the rarest ” ; 
they must yield place to many others. There 
was sold some time ago a  stamp o f “ Two 
Pence,” blue, which was issued in Mauritius 
in 1847, and under the name of “  Post Office ”  
they have given rise in the Press, under the
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title which we have borrowed, to a  series o f 
articles generally as incomplete as they are 
inexact, for they were written for the most 
part by persons possessing doubtless the 
best intentions, but also knowing little, or 
that little badly. A  wise proverb says, “  If 
everybody worked at his own trade, the 
flocks would be guarded well.” In order to 
be able to speak really o f  stamps, one must 
be carried aw ay by them and give oneself 
up to previous study, and by constant and j 
practical observation get hold o f special ] 
knowledge which can be acquired only by | 
going through a collection, examining cata
logues, or by  rummaging through news
papers.

The “  Post Office ” are undoubtedly very 
rare stamps ; but they are not the rarest, 
ar.d they owe their rank o f rarity to the eclat 
which they derive from the enormous prices 
at which they have been sold nowadays, 
rather than to their true rarity ; it is a  ques
tion of money. This rarity is explained by 
the very small number that was printed o f the 
stamp— 500 copies o f each of the two values 
— of which the greater part, having been 
used only to frank invitations to a ball, must 
have been tossed probably into the waste- 
paper basket ; a small number were used on 
letters, from which most of those known 
have been taken ; and the rest have been 
lost or destroyed. T h e 500 sets of these 
two stamps cost in engraving, paper, and 
printing only the modest sum of ten guineas, 
or 262.50 fcs. T akin g the average of the 
latest selling prices, 36,250 fcs. to 40,000 fcs., 
the result is 38,125 fcs., and this would give
38,125,000 fcs., or ,£1,445,000, as the present 
price of the thousand printed. The printer of 
these thousand little things, which were sold 
at a few centimes each, little thought that 
he was then parting with a treasure. W e 
have established our calculation on the sup
position that all the stamps had been saved, 
and were saleable at the prices which they 
fetch to-day ; but it is only an hypothesis ; 
doubtless, if, instead o f having before us 
twenty-six or twenty-seven pieces that are 
known, it were a question of selling the 
thousand stamps which were printed, their 
selling price would drop very much.

One would find with difficulty throughout 
the whole world a sufficient number of 
collectors able or indeed wishing to buy 
them at these prices.

The “  Post Office ” have not had always

the renown that they enjoy to-day ; for some 
time a  calm reigned around them. About 
i860 they were regarded— very wrongly, as 
has been acknowledged since— as being 
“ errors of printing” of the two stamps o f 
the same portrait, values, and colours issued 
eight months afterwards, and having on the 
left the words “  Post Paid ” instead o f “  Post 
Office.” One had looked for them in vain 
everywhere, and at last, tired o f getting no 
result from the unending trouble that had 
been taken without having found a single 
piece, one had gone no further, and no more 
attention was given to them, and the future 
was relied upon.

A t that time the favourite stamps were 
those of the island of Reunion, stamps 
which are still rather rare, and which were 
very rare in those days. It was the distant 
worship o f every collector, whose incessant 
dream was that o f possessing one at least o f 
the two little pictures that could not be 
caught, issued in two values, 15 and 30 
centimes, on 1 January, 1852, and withdrawn 
in July, 1859. Long and careful search 
made in Reunion was fruitless by reason of 
the small number used of these stam p s; 
only a few hundreds o f them had been sold 
at the various receivers’ offices in the island 
during their life o f eight years, and the 
remainders had been burned. However, as 
everything comes to him who can wait, at 
first a few were found, and sold at from £60 
to ,£80 each. Later more discoveries of 
them were made, and the trade was supplied, 
and the price went back even to ,£32, which 
was the normal price. A s the arrivals were 
multiplied for a time, it became very difficult 
to sell these stamps even at a discount, and 
it was some time before they regained their 
real value, as they became scarcer gradu
ally, and became what they had been at the 
start, i.e. from £48 to £80 as a maximum 
for the rarest varieties in perfect copies. 
The varieties are eight, or four for each of 
the two values.

Returning to the “  Post Office,” one asks 
how is it and why is it that these stamps, 
which were sold in the early days at a  score 
o f pounds or so, have been able to rise 
gradually and continually to the colossal 
price of £1600, the price paid by the Berlin 
Museum for one o f these two stamps, used?

It would seem logical that whenever a 
fresh copy of a stamp increased the number 
o f them known already, and consequently
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lessened the real rarity, the value would 
become smaller. This happens in books 
and engravings. An object, book or en
graving, which was thought to be worth 
£ 8 0  so long as only two or three other 
copies were known, loses quickly half its 
value, if not more, when it is known that 
fourteen copies exist. It is the same with 
coins and all other things which are collected. 
In the case of the “ Post O ffice” it is just 
the opposite which takes place, and, so soon 
as a fresh copy is found, the price is seen to 
rise more and more, and, against all reason, 
these stamps are said to become rarer in 
proportion as they become actually less and 
less so : for, apart from the case o f the Prince 
o f W ales and of the British and Berlin 
Museums, collections which are sealed, 
there is every ground for supposing that 
all the “  Post Office ” stamps to be found 
in private collections will return into circula
tion sooner or later, when, owing to various 
causes, these collections will be sold, as has 
happened already to so many of their fore
runners more or less renowned, as all are 
destined by fate to meet with the same lot 
in the end. It will be interesting to show 
now the astonishing rise in price of the two 
“  Post Office.” T he first two to be sold, 
One Penny and T w o Pence, in 1865, came 
from a Bordeaux collection, in which they 
were valued at, used. 8s. 4d. the two. A  
Brussels dealer bought them for £ 8  ; this 
was the first price known. T his dealer sold 
them to an English collector for ,£20; and 
the latter sold them to a collector, who has 
them now. It was not a very big jum p from 
£ 8  to £20, but things began to look big at 
the second sales o f unused pieces, when 
from ,£8 they rose to ,£480, and were sold 
again at /700. This was only the start. 
Another pair, used, bought also for £ 8  by 
the said dealer, was sold to a  Parisian 
collector for £20. This collection was 
bought by a  Paris dealer, who had valued 
the two stamps at £  1200, and he sold them 
to a colleague for ,£1860. T his is the 
biggest variation, from £ 8  to .£1860, that 
is known so far with regard to the sale of 
these stamps. Here is a list of all the prices 
fetched by the “  Post Office ”  stamps from 
1865 down to our d a y s : £ 4 , £ 8 , £ 10 , £ 12, 
/20, £24, £ 2 5 , £ 3 o ,  £40, £ 60 , £75, £ 1 10, 

£ 14 0 , £  150, £ 16 °, £200, £240, £340, £400, 
£ s ° ° .  £600, £ 66 7, £700, £840, £900, 
£ to o o , £1030, £1450, and finally £1600. 
But the last word has not been spoken, for 
there still remains to be sold now one “ Tw o 
Pence,” blue, unused, for which the owner 
has refused, as we hear, £1600.

There are certain stamps very rare and 
very important, which, despite that, have 
never been very popular. Such is the 
stamp of Canada, I2d., black, portrait of 
Queen Victoria in an oval, issue of 1851,

the first of that country. This stamp, 
especially on laid paper, is most difficult 
to find, and yet it has never fetched more 
than £80 to £120 unused, and from £60 
to £80 used. The proofs that are met with 
on smooth paper are essays, sometimes 
obliterated falsely. T h e tom-tom was not 
beaten for it, and it has remained indirectly 
very rare. W e now come to the stamps 
which ought to justify the title, and we may 
say at once that the “  Post Office,” no 
matter how costly they may be, will only 
be a good fourth in rarity if not in actual 
value.

T h e stamp reputed justly as being the 
rarest of all is that o f British Guiana, issue 
o f 1856, of the same type as the illustration 
given above, but with the value “ One C ent” 
on the right side. It is in black, on magenta 
paper. The only known copy is in a 
Parisian collection. Various catalogues 
have dared to value this unrivalled stamp 
at the ridiculous price of £400. £400 for
a stamp of which only one piece is known, 
while one sees the “ Post Office,” o f  which 
more than a dozen specimens are known 
o f each value, fetch £1600. Really it is a 
little too silly. O ne may be sure that 
certain collectors would not hesitate, if a 
second specimen of this unrivalled rarity 
were found, to give all that was asked, no 
matter how big a price might be asked for 
it. Such a stamp is priceless. W e will not 
mention the Postal Museum o f Berlin, 
which fights shy o f no sum to enrich its 
remarkable collection, when it is a question 
o f  a  leading specimen. This was seen in 
the purchase o f the “  Post Office.”

In the second rank in order o f rarity 
comes also a stamp of British Guiana, i8j i, 
of the same type as our specimen, but with 
” 2 Centif” in the middle. It was set up in 
movable type and surrounded by a 'circular 
typographical band, made by hand, and
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more or less irregular. It was primed in 
black on pink machine-made paper. The 
exceptional stamp just described having 
been seen very rarely, and not having given 
rise to manifold transactions, has remained 
unknown, so to say, known only by memory, 
by the elect, by the learned collectors. On 
the other hand, the stamp we are now con
sidering, the “ 2 Cents,” rose, round, has 
been available to collectors through the 
leading English dealers. It has appeared 
several times at various exhibitions, and it

has been much spoken of, and altogether, as 
the “ One Cent,’ oblong, is held to be un- 
findable, the result is that the “ 2 cents, rose,” 
becomes really the rarest stamp of those 
which it is possible to meet with. Although 
to our knowledge this stamp has never 
fetched more than £745,  yet we esteem it 
as being much rarer than the “  Post O ffice” 
stamps, and we are convinced that, in spite 
o f its low price, it would be difficult to men
tion a like quantity.

(To be continued.)

Omnium Gatherum
By “PHILOLOGOS"
Belgian Congo Surcharge

I T  is reported from Germany that the 
whole series of Belgian Congo stamps 
has been surcharged with the woid 

taxes in a rectangular frame.

Dutch Indies
T he Netherlands Indies have reduced their 
letter postage abroad from 15 cents to 12A 
cents. This will lead probably to the 15 
cents stamp being abolished.

Portraits on the Philippine Stamps 
The ten portraits on the stamps forming the 
last issue o f the Philippine Islands are very 
fitly those of men who have been connected 
very closely with the history o f the Philip
pines down to these days, and also of 
three of the most famous Presidents o f  the 
United States.

The 2 centavos bears the portrait o f  Rizal, 
a talented writer and a leading Philippine 
patriot. On his return to Manila, under 
promise o f an amnesty being granted, he 
was seized by the Spaniards and shot on 
30 December, 1896.

The 4 c. has the portrait o f President 
MacKinley, under whose administration the 
United States acquired the Philippines.

On the 6 c. is the portrait o f Magellan, 
the famous Portuguese explorer, who dis
covered the archipelago on 16 M arch, 1521, 
and who is remembered by the straits which 
bear his name. On 27 April, 1521, Magellan 
was killed in a  battle with a  neighbouring 
race.

The 8 c. bears the portrait o f Miguel 
Lopez de Legazpi, who conquered the Philip
pines for Spain, and founded M anila on 
24 June, 1571. He died in August, 1572.

On the 10 c. is the portrait o f  Major- 
General Lawton, o f the United States 
A rm y; he fell in combat at Lu^on on 
19 December, 1899.

The 12 c. bears the portrait o f one of the 
most remarkable o f  all the men who have

I helped to make history in the United States.
I A  man of a beautiful nature and splendidly 
I in earnest, he was President of the Republic 
1 during the grievous times of the American 

Civil W ar of Secession. Abraham Lincoln 
re-established the Union and set free the 
negroes, and he was assassinated in a 

I theatre by an old actor named W ilkes 
Booth in the early days of April, 1865.

| Lincoln was born in 1809. He was the son 
of a Quaker farmer in Kentucky, and he 
died in Washington.

The 16 c. ought to have borne the portrait 
I of Admiral Dewey ; but it is forbidden to 
| reproduce on stamps o f the United States 
I of America the portrait o f a person living.
■ Thus the stamp bears the portrait of Admiral 
I Sampson, who did great deeds in the war 

with Cuba, thereby disabling Spain on the 
seas, and helping the United States to 
annex the Philippine Islands.

No issue of American stamps would be 
complete without the features of George 
W ashington, one o f the founders o f the 
Republic, its first President, and known as 
“ the Father of his country.” Born in 1732, 
he died in 1799. He is depicted once more 
on the 20 c.

T he 26 c. stamp bears the portrait of 
Carriedo, a Spanish philanthropist, who left 
by will in 1743 the sum of 10,000 pesos, to 
be used in providing the town of Manila 
with drinking water. One o f the chief 
characteristics o f the Spaniard is that of 
delay, and successive Spanish Governments 
said “  Manana,”  and— did nothing, until 
a Government did at last awake to its re
sponsibility, and the work was begun in 
18S0, when the accumulated interest and the 
original sum had amounted to 180,000 pesos. 
The work was finished in J uly, 1882, or 139 
years after the death o f Carriedo.

On the 30 c. is the portrait of Benjamin 
Franklin, who lived from 1706 to 1790, and 
who rendered powerful aid in bringing about 
American independence.
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n e w  Issues
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS

I should be most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 
issues o f stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once if 
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their tubscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIPS. 391 8trand, London, W.C.
Australian Commonwealth.— T h t Australian 

Philatelist (2.9.07) chronicles the id. Postage 
Due, watermarked Crown and double-lined A.

IVmlc. Crpzon a n dXi. Per/, t>}x u.
Unused. Used.

id., emerald-green

Belgium.— Monsieur A. de Lannoy very kindly 
sends us a pane of fifty of the l c. with the orna
mentation above and below the ** Sunday ”  label 
missing, similar to the 5 c. chronicled on 12 
October. We are also informed that the 2 c. has 
been issued. Our pane bears the following inscrip
tions in the margins : right-hand side, opposite the 
four bottom stamps, T i m b r e s  P o s t k  d k  i Cme 
N° 599050 in red ; at the bottom, under the middle 
stamp, A T E l.iE “c - 1)u- T I M B R E ,  in a tablet, all in 
the same colour as the stamp; also at the bottom, 
handstamped in black ink, i)Ki*OT= 1907, in a 
tablet.

fiB rn m E R n r
O T E E M M

Label sepatatedfrom the stamp. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 c., g T e y ........................... —  —
2 c., brown —

British Honduras.— Ewen’s Colonial Stamp 
Mart have at last received the long-expected 
King’s Head stamps, which were talked of so 
long ago as February last. They are included in 
the Supplement, but as they have only just made 
their appearance, we rechronicle them. We be
lieve the three lower values are in the first type.

First type, 10 c, to 50 c . ; second type, $1 to $5. XVmk. 
M ultiple Crown C  A. Chalky paper.

Unused. Used

10 c., Hlac and emerald-green . —
25 c. ,, ,, orange-brown . —
So c..1 grey-green and carmine . . — —

$1 „ ,, red J —
$2 „ „ blue . . — —

$5 „  „  b l a c k . — —

Canada.— Referring to the alleged suppression 
of the Postage Due stamps, we take the following 
paragraph from Mekeets Weekly Stamp News 
(28.9.07)

“  Henri R. Landry informs us that he has been 
officially informed by the officers of the Post 
Office Department, Postage Stamps Branch, that 
such a step has never been thought of. On the 
contrary, the Due stamps have given full satis
faction since their inauguration, a year ago, 
1 July.”

Chili.— Signor Alvarez Cazanova has been 
kind enough to give us authentic information 
about the recently chronicled Marine Officials.

He tells us that the Chilian Government wished 
to make a trial of Official stamps, and selected 
the Ministry of Marine, as having a smaller 
correspondence than other departments. The 
experiment lasted six months and showed that 
consecutively numbered stamps were to be pre
ferred. Next year a set of Officials common to 
all Government departments will be issued. The 
contract will probably go to the National Bank 
Note Company.

Signor Cazanova also sends us the following 
interesting table compiled officially by the Sub- 
Secretariat of the Ministry of Marine.

6
2 D k sc r iit j o n .

Is
su

e
.

2 S

3 i

O bservations.

1 Carta 2 CO *SO Were in use from 1st to
2 Oficio . . 300 185 38th of Jan., 1907. Were 

replaced by Nos. 4, 5, 
and 6.

3 Paquetes . 300 ■71

4 Cana 2900 — In use from 39th Jan., 1907, 
up to the present. No. 6s Oficio . . IOOO —

6 Paquetes . . IOOO — is exhausted. Plate of
7 E. P. 300 — this set, being also that 

of the former, has been 
destroyed.

a C. . IOO too

9 x c., green
3 C., brown

1300 192 Were used from ist Jan.,
10 200 21 1907, to frank correspond-
it 5C.,bIue 600 38o dence abroad; suppressed
13 xoc., grey . 500 *9 S by Ministerial Decree,
*3 15 c., purple 200 76 dated 34th June, 1907.
H ao c., orrfn.-brn. 200 118 No. 9 also used to frank
is 50 c., blue . too 60 private correspondence of
16 1 p., brown 50 9 the Minister within the 

town of Santiago. The 
plate of twenty-five sur
charges was destroyed by 
official order.
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With reference to the various overprints, the 
following observations may be of use:—

Carta is a letter.
Ofirio indicates an official communication in 

a large envelope ; limit of weight 200 grammes 
(about 7 oz.).

Paquetes: various communications in a much 
larger envelope; limit of weight 1000 grammes 
(about 35 02.).

E.P. stands for “  Encomienda Postal,”  a 
kind of semi-registered post; used in this case 
for books or other bulky printed matter.

C ,: registered.

Gwalior.— We have received a few copies of 
the 2 a. in the mauve shade, instead of purple.

G W A L IO B

IH lfo sT C

2

Overprinted as above 

mauve

New shade.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.

Hayti.— Mr. A. A. Keay, of St. Petersburg, 
has shown us a vertical pair of the 1 gourde,

reddish purple, of the 1902 issue, in which the 
upper stamp has a clear double surcharge, both 
inverted. The lower stamp has no surcharge 
at all.

Holland.— Mr. Booleman tells us that still 
further combinations of the perforation in the 
current 24 and 5 gulden exist, besides the two in 
the Catalogue and the two mentioned in our issue 
of 3 August. These two stamps may be found 
perforated it }  on two sides, the other two being 
11 and 12} respectively; or again perf. i t  on 
three sides and 12} on the other.

Hyderabad.~Mr. Veerkens has shown us a 
copy of the 2 a., yellow-green, on paper laid 
vertically. This is the actually issued paper, not 
the proof paper, which is appreciably thicker.

Vertically laid paper Per/. ia}. 
2 a., yellow-green . —

Montserrat.— We have seen two more values 
on multiple-watermarked, chalk-surfaced paper, 
e.g. the id. and 5s.

Wink. M ult. Crown CA . Chalky paper.
llnusert. Used. 
s. d. x. d.

i d . ,  black and carmine . . — —
5* ». .» • — —

N ew  South W ales. —  According to the 
Australian Philatelist (2.9.07) the 8d. and 
2s. 6d, were issued with the watermark Crown 
and double-lined A on 20 August. The }d., 
already chronicled, was issued on the 28th. The 
tod. is the only value not yet noted with this 
watermark.

Wmk. Croton and A . Per/, u x i t } .  
8d., magenta . . . —
as. 6d., emerald-green . . —

N ew  Zealand.— With regard to the 3d. small- 
sized stamp, chronicled in our issue of 28 Septem- 
l)er, our readers may be interested to know that 
the sheet is composed of 240 stamps arranged in 
ten horizontal rows of twenty-four stamps each. 
The horizontal margins show the watermark n e w  
Ze a l a n d -p o s t a o e , it being inverted and without 
hyphen in the bottom margin. In the side margins 
the watermark is n e w  Z e a l a n d , reading up the 
sheet. This watermark is in double-lined capitals, 
13 mm. high. Our sheet is numbered 2163160.

We take the following paragraph from the 
Australian Philatelist (2.9.07):—

“ Mr. 1\ B. Phipson, of Wellington, N.Z., 
acquaints us that he has two copies of the 5s., 
current type and watermark, with mixed perfora
tions, both of them being perf. 14 at the top and 
both sides, hut perf. 11 at the Iwttom.”

Our contemporary also lists the 6 d ., large size, 
perforated 14 horizontally and t i  vertically*

Large size. Wmk. N Z and Star, Per/. 14. 
6d., rose-carmine . . . .  — —
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Senegal.— Le Collvet ion neur de Timbres-Poste 
(t. 10.07) informs «s of the issue of a 35 c., Post
age stamp, an<l a 20 c., Postage Due, in the types 
oi the current sets.

Postage stamp. Per/. 14X13}.
Unused. Used.

35 c., black on yellow . — —
Postage Due. Per/. 13$ x  14.

?o c., black on yellow . . — —

South Australia.— It appears that we were 
right in questioning the accuracy of the London 
Philatelist's (5.07) chronicle of the 2s. 6d. on 
Crown and A paper, as we did in our issue of 
21 September. On 28 September we confirmed 
the chronicle on the authority of the Australian 
Philatelist (1.8.07), but our contemporary now 
(2.9.07) states that:—

* ‘ Our correspondent was in error in saying that 
the 2s. 6d. was issued on Crown and A paper. 
The Deputy P.M.G. of South Australia informs 
us that it will not appear for a considerable time, 
as there is still a large stock on the old paper.*’

Tasmania. — Australian Philatelist^?.9.07) 
chronicles the Sd. on Crown and A paper in 
two perforations; this stamp does not appear to 
have undergone any change, until now, since 
1878; a good record in these times of rapid 
change.

Our contemporary has also seen a copy of the 
recently chronicled is. on Crown and A paper, 
perf. 12* at the top, bottom, and right side, and 
11 on the left (marginal) side.

Wmk. Crown and A.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
$d., purple-brown (perf is}) . — —
8d. ,, (perf. n )  . — —

Victoria.— We learn from the Australian 
Philatelist (2.9.07) that £ 1 ,  Crown and double- 
lined A , has now been seen perforated 124.

Ifn/i. Crmvn and /\.

£ i, carmine

i\</. 12J. 
Unused. 

s. d.
Used. 
s. d.

W urtem berg.— We learn from the Philatelist- 
isches Echo (9.07) that sets of both the Municipal 
Service stamps and Official stamps, bearing the 
overprint, dated 1806-1906, have been found in 
an imperforate condition.

M unicipal Service stamps. No wmk. (/) tmperf.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

2 pf., grey...............................—  —
3 „  brown . . . .  —  —
5 „  green . . . .  —  —

10 ,, rose . . . . .  —  —
25 ,, orange . . . .  —  —

Official stamps, overprinted as above. Noum$.{?) 
tmperf.

Unused. Used. 
s, d. s. d.

* p f , grey .
3 „  brown 
5 „  green 

to „  rose . 
ao „  ultramarine 
t j  „  orange 
30 ,, black and orange 
40 ,, ,, carmine
30 ,, deep maroon . 

trok., violet

Printed by W. Bmsmdon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
26 October, 1907.
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Countries of the Ulorid
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL
Elobey, etc., and Fernando Poo—continued

I T  was strange that the 10 c. was not issued 
with the other values, for the regulations 
in force concerning letters weighing 15 

grammes(theordinary weight) still prescribed 
the rate o f postage between Spain and the 
Fernando Poo group as 50 c. de peseta 
= 10 c. de peso =  5d. Previous to the 
receipt of the 10 c. the postal authorities found 
it necessary to utilize the 2 c. (about the 
middle of 1884), and the 5 c. (early in 1887), 
by surcharging them 50 c. de peseta, in blue. 
Even after the issue o f the 10 c. o f 1889, as 
well as of a  new 10 c. in 1894, the demand 
for 50 c. stamps was greater than the supply, 
and in 1893 and 1895 the 1 c. was similarly 
surcharged, the first time in black, the second 
time in blue. So short of stamps indeed was 
the Post Office from 1891 to 1895 that in 
1893 and 1895 envelopes were impressed 
50 c., by means of the handstamp used for the 
above surcharging, and allowed to pass with
out any actual stamps. L e  Tim bre-Poste early 
in 1894 mentions having seen one o f such 
envelopes, which also had an official explana
tion written above and below the handstamp. 
Translated it ran : “ Franked provisionally 
thus up to the equivalent value o f the neces
sary postage stamps, o f which no more exist 
on the island.”  A t the side was impressed 
an oval handstamp representing the A rm s o f 
Spain and bearing inscription “ Adm inistra
tion de Correos— Fernando Poo.”  Recourse 
was had to a  similar practice in 1898, when 
again there was a  shortage o f stamps. The 
Catalogue lists these provisionals as issued 
in 1898, but the more correct heading would 
be 1893-8, with a note to the effect that the 
handstamp is known on coloured papers, 
varying natural!) according to the class of 
envelope employed by the sender. The 
most interesting way to collect these pro
visionals is on the entire envelope.

1884-95. Stamps o f  1882 surcharged in  blue (B )  
or black (B k .).

Unused. Used.
1. d. s. d.

50 c . on 1 c .,  green (B k .), 1893 75 o —
50 c. on 1 c . ,  green (B ). 1895 . 60 o —
50 c . on 2 c . ,  rose (B ), 1884 • 2 6 4 0
50 c . on 5 c . ,  blue (B ), 1887 . 60 o 60 o

1893-8. Surcharge as aixr.e, on plain  paper, 
in  blue.

50 c . de p ., blue . . . 12 6  12 6

Early in 1894 the authorities at home 
awoke to the necessities o f the situation, and 
a  supply o f 10 c. de peso stamps was sent to 
the island. T hey were o f the now familiar 
“  baby King ” design and were purple-brow n  
in colour. T hey were quickly exhausted, and 
a further supply was received about the 
middle o f 1895, this time in a  p a le  /<;£<■  colour. 
In August, 1896, the colour was again 
changed, viz. to chestnut, and with the supply 
the remainder o f the set was sent, except 
the 2 c. and 5 c., which had been received a 
few months earlier. T he values are ex
pressed in centavos o f a peso (100 c. =  
1 peso= about 4s.).
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1894-6. Profile o f  K in g  A  Ifonso X III .
Unused.

s. d.
1 c ., f?rey • • • • 3 0
2 c ., rosine , . • o 6
5 c ., green  . . . 0 6
6 c ., purple . . . 0 9

10 c ., purple-brown (1894) 3 o
10 c., pale lake (1895). . 5 o
10 c., chestnut . . . 1 0

c .,  sepia . . . 1 3
20 c ., indigo . . . 2 0
25 c .,  pale lake . . . 2 6

Perf. 14. 
Used.

4 °  
o 6 
o 4

3 o 
6 o 
1 6

2
3

o
o

From the later months o f 1896 till early in 
1899 there was another shortage of postage 
stamps, and all values of the last issue were 
surcharged in turn. It is difficult, owing to 
the contradictory records, to obtain any clear 
chronological order, but the provisionals 
may best be listed according to the form of 
surcharge employed. The earlier was cer
tainly that for 5 c., possibly owing to the rate 
o f  postage for a foreign letter having been 
reduced to aid., and there were two types of 
the surcharge. ’ Later a demand arose for a 
$d. value, and the old type o f  surcharge was 
again brought into use.

A. B. c .

1896-9. Stamps o f  1894-6 surcharged. 
A s  A, in  blue, black, or violet.

Unused. Used, 
x. d. x. d.

5 c. on 2 c ., rosine . . 4 0  5 0
5 c. on io c ., purple-brown 5 0  5 0
5 c. on 12J c ., sepia . . 2 6  3 0

A s  B , in  black, blue, red, or v io le t
5 c . on I c ., g rey  . • 4 0 2 0
5 c. on 2 c ., rosine . • 4 0 4 0
5 c . on 5 c .,  green . • 30 0
5 c. on 6 c M purple . • 5 0 3 6
5 c . on 10 c ., chestnut
5 c . on 12^ c., sepia . * 6 0 6 0
5 c . on 20 c ,, indigo . . 4 0 3 0
5«* on 25 c .t pale lake . 2 6 3 6

public, they themselves affixing the necessary 
postage. Practically no postage stamps, 
surcharged or unsurcharged, remained in 
stock, so fiscals were overprinted for postal 
use. These were “  fine and large,” and make 
a bold display in an album. Not only were 
fiscals peculiar to Fernando Poo brought into 
use, but those common to all colonies were 
called upon. The scarcity seems to have 
been the fault of the home authorities, for 
an order for 85,000 stamps is stated to have 
remained unexecuted for about eighteen 
months. T h e best description o f the fiscal 
postals will be by the illustrations following, 
and for purposes of reference it is easier to 
list not only those issued in 1898 and 1899, 
but those issued later, in 1901.

1898-1901. Various fiscals overprinted or sur
charged fo r  use as postage stamps.

D ated  1896. Blue overprint.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.
5 c. on to c ., rose-red . 6 0  6 0

10 c ., rose-red . . . 5 0  5 0

A s  C, in  blue or black.
50 c . on 2 c ., carm ine . 16 o —
50 c. on i o c . ,  purple-brown 40 o —
50 c . on to c ., pale lake . 6 0  o —
50 c . on to c ., chestnut . 60 o —
30 c. on 12& c ,,  sepia . . 30 o —

I t  h a s  n o t b e e n  e x p la in e d  w hy th e  5 c. 
a n d  t o  c . w ere o v e rp rin ted  w ith  th e ir  face  
v a lu e , b u t a  few  in c o n s is te n c ie s  m a y  b e  
p a rd o n e d  w hen re g a rd  is  h ad  to  th e  s c a n ty  
w ay th e  h o m e  a u th o ritie s  tr e a te d  th e  is la n d s  
a n d  th e  re s u lta n t ch a o s . A t su ch  a  p a ss  h ad  
th in g s  a rr iv e d  th a t  e a r ly  in  1898  th e  p o sta l 
o ffic ia ls  re fu se d  to  s e ll a n y  s ta m p s  to  th e

D ated  1898. Blue-black overprint, various 
positions.

15 c . on 10 c ., blue-green . 5 0  6 0
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Stamp as last, dated 1900. Surcharged as above, in  

black, or overprinted with CORREOS only, in  red.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
5 c. on 10 c ., blue . — 5 0

i o c M blue . . . .  — 5 0

Surcharged in  black ; c o r r e o s  in  red on 
the 10 c.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. <L

10 c. on 25 c., blue-green . 15 o —
15 c. on 25 c. „  . —  —

nrTTT

Stamp as last, but surcharged as above in red, the 
M S, signature in  black.

15 c. on 25 c ., blue-green . —  —

( To be continued.)

A  S P L E N D I D  S T A R T  
T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T

Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet con
tains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, 
Bands, and Cards), and is the cheapest packet 
ever offered by S . G ., Ltd ., satisfaction being 
absolutely guaranteed. T he price it is offered at 
is the lowest ever quoted for such a  collection, 
em bracing as it does scores o f scarce varieties 
provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and 
obsolete varieties.

15s., post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
3ft Strand, London, W.C.

P L E A S E  N O T E
The T rices  goofed in the foregoing a rtic le  are token from  our publishers* la test Catalogue, en d  are, 
therefore, the P rices a t which S ta n ley  G ibbons, L t d W i l l  h a te  p leasure in supplying any o f  the  
stamps that may be needed by any o f  our readers•

Topical Dotes
B y  CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
A  Busy Season in Prospect
T his is the heading o f the leading article in 
MekeeFs W eekly S .  N .  o f 28 September 
last.

Mr. W . O. W ylie begins by  giving his own 
opinion, in the course o f which he says :—  

We have every reason to believe that we are 
entering in upon a year of unexampled prosperity. 
We believe that thousands of collectors will join 
us in our pleasure and profit by the educational 
features that Philately offers to her devotees.

One of the most encouraging signs that can be 
noted as indicating the solidity of trade conditions 
is the fact that no matter how large a collection 
comes on the market it is quickly absorbed by 
philatelists waiting to grasp the good things 
offered for sale.

Mr. W ylie also asked some of the leading 
stamp men of America to offer their opinions 
on this subject

Mr. F. Putney, business manager o f the 
Scott Stamp and Coin Co., says :—

I am not giving away any business secrets when 
I state, as a cold fact, that every single month 
last fall and winter, when we came to figure up 
results, we found a decided increase in our 
business over that of the corresponding months 
the year before. The same state of affairs has 
continued through the spring and summer, and 
the outlook for a prosperous stamp season seems 
good to me. We have been having not only a 
gain in our business, but a corresponding increase 
in the size of our mail and the number of 
customers served in our stores, which shows that
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the number of actual collectors is on the increase. 
Our sales of albums and catalogues point to the 
same condition of affairs.

Mr. A . W . Batchelder, o f the New England 
Stam p Co., says

In my opinion the outlook for Philately from 
the standpoint of the dealer and the collector 
alike is most encouraging. Greater interest was 
displayed last year than for many years. More 
new adult collectors joined the ranks last year 
than in any two recent years.

T he Eben S. Martin Co. o f  Chicago 
s a y :—

We beg to say that we have had more business 
than we could properly handle during the summer, 
and we look for a business season this fall that 
will rival the business done in the early nineties.

Other opinions are given, and they are all 
o f them as favourable as those I have 
extracted.

H aving our own house in Am erica, I am 
glad to hear such good opinions from 
different people who are in a  good position 
to judge how events are tending.

Giving m y own opinion for what it may be 
worth, 1 can only say that judging from our 
own business things are very good indeed. 
During the summer we usually reckon on 
business being rather dull and returns con
siderably less than in the busy winter 
season, but I can very truthfully say that 
this year we have not had a  single slack 
week, and even in July and August the net 
returns of most weeks would have been 
reckoned quite good for the mid-winter 
season.

Our approval trade has been and is won
derfully g o o d : the returns are from thirty 
to fifty per cent above the corresponding 
period of last year, and are still increasing, 
so much so that over and over again the 
manager o f the Approval Department has 
come to me in the last three months and 
said, “  Mr. Phillips, every one of our sheets 
of stamps is out. I must have more.” Only 
last week 1 had to set four extra  clerks to 
work making up sheets and books of stamps 
to send out to all parts of the world. Surely 
these actual results speak better than any
thing else for the future o f stamp collecting. 
Only in one place do I find any stagnation, 
and that is in the city of London ! A  few 
years ago we did a great business with 
members o f the Stock Exchange ; now we 
see hardly any o f them, and those we do 
meet mostly say they are in no way able to 
continue their collections at present.

Mr. Henry L. Caiman
T he head of the largest w holesale  stamp 
business in America has been spending a 
couple of weeks in London, and as usual we 
have had first choice of his stock, and have 
been able to purchase about a thousand

pounds’ worth o f stamps o f  which we were 
running short.

1 am very sorry to say that this is Mr 
Caiman’s la st  trip to Europe in connexion 
with his stamp business. On the death of 
his father a  few years ago he had to take up 
the management o f  another large business 
which takes all his time, and for the past 
three years he has been selling out his great 
wholesale stock o f stamps, which is now so 
much reduced that he does not think it 
worth while to make future business trips.
I am sure, however, that all who know Mr. 
Caiman will hope to meet him frequently on 
his pleasure visits to Europe, which I for one 
trust will be as frequent as his business trips 
have been in the past.
A  Fine Australian Block
Some time ago I was going through a 
certain celebrated collection o f the stamps 
o f N ew  South W ales in order to pick out 
unused “  Sydneys ” and “  Laureated ” to have 
them photographed for me in the next publi
cation o f  the Royal Philatelic Society. I 
marked a  number o f  “ Sydneys,” and then 
commenced to go through the no wmk.
“  Laureated.” W hen I came to the 3d., green,
I found several unused single pieces in fine 
shades, and turning round to the owner I 
said, “ W hat a  pity you have no blocks of 
this 3d., green ; we are very short o f unused 
and do not want to m ake our plate o f used, 
as they are so heavily obliterated.” The 
owner then, to my intense surprise, said, 
“ Oh, I think I have part o f a  sheet some
where ! ’’ and asked his private secretary to 
search amongst his duplicates. After some 
time a dusty old bundle was found on a high 
shelf in the library, and we looked through 
several old albums and a  lot o f loose leaves. 
T o  my great surprise we found a grand block 
o f thirty-eight unused 3d., green, no wmk., 
beautiful deep colour, full gum, and the full 
left-hand ornamental border of interlaced 
lines. This marvellous piece was endorsed : 
“ Given to Sir Daniel Cooper,” and the 
date. M y friend says the sheet w'as entire 
when it came into his possession over 
twenty-five years ago, but he did not care 
for sheets in his collection, and he used to 
cut stamps off and give to his friends. I 
reminded him that I was one o f  his best 
friends and deserving o f at least a block of 
four. N o use 1 the gift days had passed 
away, and now not a stamp could be had for 
love or money. This unique block must be 
worth pretty close on a thousand pounds at 
present prices.

Violins at Auction
Messrs. Glendining &  Co., Ltd., held a 
most successful sale o f violins and other 
musical instruments on 9 October last at 
their galleries, 7 A rgyll Street, Oxford 
Circus, London, W.
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The following were a  few of the most 
interesting lots together with the prices 
realized:—
Violin by Antonio Mariani, of Pessaro,

1644 . . . .  £40
Violin by J. F. Pressenda, 1845 . . ^43
Violin of the Neapolitan school, attributed 

to Gagliano, with certificate of Mr.
F. W. Chanot . . . . £37

An exceptionally line old Italian violon
cello . . . .  .£68

Italian violin, attributed to Carlo Bergonzi, 
of Cremona, about 1730-8, with 
Mr. Horace Petherick’s certificate . £ 6$

Violin by Pique, with certificate of W. E.
Hill and Sons . . ^32

Violin by Nicolaus Gagliano, of Naples,
1753 • • . £42

And about 150 other violins, etc., at lesser prices.
Messrs. Glendining’s terms for selling 

musical instruments are ten per cent o f  the 
realized prices to cover all expenses. If 
bought in a charge o f  2s. 6d. per lot is 
made.

Cape of Good Hope P .O . Report
Som e o f the official reports o f the various 
colonies contain many interesting facts and 
statistics. From this one I extract as 
follows:—

Camels were used for conveying mails between 
Zwartmodder and Kietfontein, but were suspended 
during last year owing to increase in weight of the 
mails. New camels are being imported from 
Egypt. The Cape Postal Department now has 
seven camels.

All experiments with motor-cars for postal 
purposes in the Cape have proved to be failures.

Owing to the depression in South Africa the 
postal staff in the Cape has been reduced by three 
hundred persons during the past three years.

Federated Malay States P.O. Report
T h is  report shows a  steady all-round in
crease in business. It is noted that ninety- 
two per cent o f the total increase in revenue 
is under the head “ Sale of stamps.” No 
doubt stamp collectors contributed a  substan
tial sum under this heading. T he increase 
in the number o f postal packets- dealt with is 
over sixteen per cent as compared with the 
preceding year.

Our Tame Limerickist
H a s  broken out again. Here is his latest 
effusion:—

Many stamps that on “  chalky ”  have been, 
Are now issued plain red, blue, or green.

We hope that the last 
Chalky paper has passed,

For no nuisance like it have we seen.

We keep all these “  chalkies ”  in stock 
In singles, in pairs, and en bioe ;

Though they’re not in our list.
Yet they should not be missed:

Soon their prices may give you a shock.

Forged Liberians
I am informed that dangerous forgeries of 
Liberian stamps, overprinted with the word 
ORDINARY, are being offered both in 
London and from the Continent. Amongst 
these are some S2 and 85, postmarked, and 
I would warn my readers only to purchase 
such stamps from thoroughly reliable sources.

British Stamps used Jlbnoad
B y  I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS. NISSEN
G R O U P  II— continued 

S t a m b o u l

A S U H -O F F IC E  was opened in Stamboul 
(the native quarter of Constantinople) 
in 1884, but was closed a  few years

since.
The postmark employed was :—
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The “  S ” is found only on the 1884 issue.
2 id „ lilac.
5d., green.

1885 date stamp on 1887 issue.
Ad., vermilion, 
id., lilac.

- is., green.

A s the overprinted stamps came into use 
within a  few months o f the opening o f this 
office, the two varieties mentioned with “  S ” 
are very scarce. Even those with date 
stamp, although much longer in use, are 
rarely met with ; due no doubt to the fact 
that the British population in the native 
quarter was very small.

No t e . — In the introduction “ Salonica”  was 
mentioned instead of Stamboul as having an office 
in 1885.

The office in Salonica was opened in 1900, and 
round date stamp of a similar type to that of 
Constantinople was used.

2d., plates 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15.
2^d , plates 1, I, 2, 2 error, 3, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 

8, 9.
3d., plates I, 4,4. 5>6. 7. 8, 9 ,11, 12,18,19. 
4d. „  1 ,3 . 4. 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1 , 12, 13, 14,

15 red, 15 sage-green.
6d., plates 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 emblems, 6, 6, 8, 9, 

11, 11, 12, 12, 13, 14, 15.
9d., plates 2, 4, spray. 
iod., plate I.
is., plates 1, 2, 4, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13. 
2s., blue, pale blue.
5s., plates 1, 2.

Cairo
Letters can be found postmarked “  Cairo," 

but stamps cancelled B o i.
A s there was not a British Post Office in 

Cairo, letters posted there were forwarded to 
Alexandria, and the stamps affixed and can
celled.

B O I A lexan d ria, Egypt
A  post office was established here in i860 

by Anthony Trollope (the eminent novelist), 
then in the postal service. It was closed in 
1877, although other Powers still maintain 
their office there.

The postmark employed was :—

IB Oil)

The B o i  is usually found on the stamp 
and the date stamp on the letter. This 
latter measures 20 mm. in diameter, and 
therein only differs from the date stamp o f  
the Scotch town of the same name (office 
No. 357), which measures 18 mm.

During the seventeen years the office was 
open various sizes and types of obliterator 
(B o i)  were used.

id ., plates 5, 6, 8, 13. 
id ., Stars, perf. 14 L.C., white paper, 
id., plates 71, 72, 73, 74, 76, 78, 79, 80, 81, 

83, 85, 86, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 
97. 98, 99. 101, 102. 103, 104, 106, 107, 
109, III, 1 12, 113, 117, 118, 119, 120,

1 121, 122, 123, 125, 127, 130, 131, 133,
134, 136. >37, 138, 139. >40, I4 S, 146,
>47, >4 9 . >54. 156. >5 7 , >59. >6o, 163,
165, 168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 174, 175,
198.

B 0 2  Su ez
This office was opened in 1860 and closed 

in 1877.
Obliterator used was :—

,sto!B02)

These can be found used together (i.e. as 
a  combined mark) or either used singly.

id ., plates 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 
id., perf. 14 L.C.
id., plates 80, 83, 86, 96, 97, 106, 120, 121, 

122, 129, 131, 145, 148, 174, 179, 181, 
182, 186, 189.

2d., plates 9, 14, 13.
2id. „  1, 1, 2, 3, 3, 4, 5. 6, 7, 8, 9.
3d. ,, 2, 4 emblems, 5, 6, 7.
4d. ,, 3, 4, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 ver

milion, 15 sage-green.
6d., plates 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 6, 6, 8, 9, 11, 11, 

12, 12, 13, 14, 15.
8d., plate 1.
9d., plates 2, 4 spray, 
iod., plate 1.
is., plates 1, 2, 2, 4, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 
2s. ,, blue, pale blue, dark blue.
5s. „  1, 2.
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Port Said
Stamps issued after 1877 can be found 

with the Egyptian cancellation “  Port Said,” 
but these are on letters posted from British 
ships.

F87 Sm yrna
The office was established in Smyrna in 

t872 and is open to this d a y ; but as was 
the case in Constantinople, certain values 
issued there since 1885 received the over- I 
print in Turkish currency, and since 1906 all 
values from id . to 6d. and the is. were over
printed with the word “  Levant.”

An oval registration mark o f  the usual I 
type was also then brought into use. |

id., plates 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. 
id. „  137, i38. MO. M*» M3* 145. 14®.

148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 156, 157. 158.
159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 169, 171,
173. 174. 175. 176. 178, 185, 183, 184,
187, 196, 204, 210. 

tjd ., plates 1, 3.
*2d., plate Large Crown 16.
2d., plates 13, 14, 15.
2jd. „  i , i , 2, 3 , 4 , s , 6 , 7, 8 , 9 , io, i i ,

12, 13, 14, 13, 16, 17, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23.

3d., plates 5, 7, 9, 10.
4d. „  12, 13, 14, 15, is , 16, 17, 17

Crown.
6d., plates 11, 12 buff, 12 grey, 13, 14,

13. ■ 6, 17 Crown, 18 lilac.
9d., plate 4 spray.
Is., plates 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 13 spray.
5s., plate 2.
1880-1, Jd.,green; Id.,Venetian; id.,lilac,

16 dots ; lid . and 2d., rose.
1884, id ., 2d., 2id., 4<L, sd., is.
1887, id., 2d., 2id., 3d., 6d., is.
1900, id ., is.
1902, King id , id ., 2d., 3d., 6d., is.

* A copy of tbift $l<.mp with (he dated postmark only is 
in (be collection of the compiler of this catalogue. Thu 
stamp having been obsolete for many years before (he 
establishment of the office here, it must have been cither 
used at time of currency on a ship-letter or long afterdate 
in the ordinary way.

G06 Beyrout
T his office was opened in the early part of 

1873 and still open. A ll British stamps 
were available there till the series over
printed “  Levant ”  appeared, but stamps sur
charged in Turkish currency have been 
issued since 1883, as in the other offices in 
the Levant.

T h e obliteration employed w a s :—

(D ate stamp im
pressed on letter.)

T his is the only office abroad using this 
style of cancellation, which was very spar
ingly used even in Great Britain.

date stamp only.

id., plates 12, 13, 14, 19, 20.
id. „  MS. «5 7 , 17 7 , 17 9 . 184, 19 5 , * 13-
lid., plate 3.
2d., plates 13, 14, 15.
2jd. „  1, 1, 2, 3, 3, 4, s, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,

11, 12, 13, 14, 13, 16, 17,17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23.

4d., plates It, 12, 13, 14, 13, 13 sage, 17, 
1 7 , 18.

6d., plates 11, II, 12 buff, 12 grey, 13,
14. 1 5 -

lod., plate I pale and dark.
is ., plates 8, 9, 12, 13, 13 green, 14.
2s. „ blue.
3®. ,, I*
1880-1, id., green; id., Venetian; id., 

lilac, 16 dots; lid. and 2d. rose; 3d., 
slate.

1884, id., lid., 2d., 2id., 3d.
1887, id., lid., 2id., is.
1900, |d., is.

, 1902, id., id.
Id. receipt stamp.

(To fit ttnlinwtd.y ,
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Tbe Rarest Stamps— c o n tin u e d
B y  PIERRE MAHE
I N the third place we put the stamp of 

the kingdom of Hawaii, of which the 
type is almost reproduced below. In 

the original the figure “  2 ” is much more 
bellied, more squat, and takes up almost all

■ Hawaiian]
P ostage
i m i

Two Cents.
the white portion o f the middle. It was 
printed from type, pale blue colour on 
greyish-white pelure paper, and belongs to 
the issue of 1851-2, called “ The Mission
aries.” So far as we know this stamp has 
never fetched more than f j ] 2 o ; but, in spite 
o f  this very low price, so much below that of 
the “ Post Office,” it is not met with so often, 
and we consider it as being considerably 
rarer than the latter stamps. O f the three 
stamps that we have just mentioned, the 
first, as we have said already, is o f a rarity 
absolutely without any rival. If a  second 
specimen were to appear for sale by auction, 
and if  collectors o f the capacity o f those 
mentioned were to compete for it, one would 
then see how much the poor ^1450 and the 
,£1600 paid by the British Heir Apparent 
and the Berlin Museum would be left behind. 
Now let me point out some other stamps, 
rare and very rare, the prices o f which vary 
from ,£60 to ,£260 for used specimens. 
British Guiana, 1866, “ Four cents,” oblong, 
on blue surfaced paper, £ flO o ; the same 
stamp on sugar paper, .£250. Hawaii, 1851, 
set of the 2 cents, mentioned above, 5 cents, 
blue, £ 1 0 0 ;  13 cents, first type, blue, £ 9 0 ; 
13 cents, second type, blue, £  150. Moldavia, 
1858, round stamps, 81 parales, blue on blue, 
^ 3 $ a  Reunion, 1851, 15 and 30 centimes, 
j£6o to /80 each. Tuscany, i860, 3 lire, 
yellow, ,£60, used. A s a  general statement 
the unused stamps are much higher in price 
than are the used. But there are two stamps 
which are o f  second rank in an unused state, 
at 2s. and £ 2 . 8s., for when they are found 
used properly they fetch very high prices. 
T h e  two stamps a r e :—
Modena, 1859, Government Provisional, 80 cent., 

ochre, £40.
Parma, 1859, Government Provisional, 80 cent., 

ochre, £200.

Another stamp of Parma, 1857, Newspaper 
stamp, figure in an octagon, 9 centesimi, 
black on blue, which, unused, is sold at 6d., 
is so rare when used genuinely on a news
paper, that, without comparing the prices, it 
can be regarded, as also the 80 centesimi, 
yellow, above, as much more difficult to find 
than is a “  Post Office ” Mauritius. So far 
we have dealt only with kinds, that is, single 
stamps and normal. Now we shall speak of 
two varieties known only as unique pieces.
1 refer to that which is called by collectors 
“ tbU-bcche" or two stamps in a pair, one 
being upside down as compared with the 
other. Among others there exist two values 
o f the French Republic issue 1849, head of 
Ceres, 15 centimes, green, a pair, and 1 fc., 
vermilion, in a block of four. W e believe 
these are the only tele-beche of these values 
known in this state ; they are certainly the 
most interesting that one can find. The pair 
o f iiie-beche 15 c., green, fetched .£280, 
used ; the block o f four 1 fc., vermilion, un
used, fetched only /128. Both these stamps 
would fetch much higher prices to-day if 
they were sold.

After the varieties come naturally the 
“  errors,” which consist o f disturbances that 
have occurred either in making the printing 
plates or in printing off the stamps. Errors 
can be divided into several classes :—

1. Errors o f composition, or inaccuracies 
in the stamp itself, either in the design, the 
inscription, or the figure o f value, no matter 
whether the stamp has been engraved, en 
creux, or in relief, lithographed, or set up in 
type.

2. Errors in making, produced by litho
graphic transfers being incorrectly placed on 
the stones. T he defects thus arising result 
in errors o f  printing by  inversion and errors 
o f  colour by intercalation.

3. Errors o f  manipulation, arising from in
attention during the purely manual work. 
These have given rise to errors o f printing 
upside down, errors o f watermark, impres
sions known as “  printed on back,” as well as 
errors o f  colour and errors o f colour o f 
paper. H ere are some examples of the vari
ous errors just mentioned : —

1. Errors in making. A . Engraving. D o
minican Republic, 1897. These stamps repre
sent the map of the island of San Dom ingo 
In the 2 cents, green, the geographical con
figuration has been entirely reversed without 
the names o f places changing their position; 
that is, the north becomes the south, the



GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

east becomes the west, and vice versa. It 
has been thought that this error was done on 
purpose with a  view to exploiting collectors’ 
good faith. Mauritius issue o f 1848, V ic
toria in a  rectangle, “ Post P aid”  on the 
left, “ Two Pence,”  blue: an error o f the en
graver led him to engrave “  Penoe ” at the 
bottom of the stamp instead o f “  Pence.” 
This is not an error caused by faulty in king; 
it is really an “  o ” drawn regularly. Philip
pine Isles, 1854-5, Isabella II in a  c ircle: 
in the 1 real, blue-grey, there is “  Corros ”  at 
the bottom instead o f “  Correos.”

B. Lithography. Lithographic designs 
rarely show any errors; errors are generally 
errors o f spelling the name o f the country. 
Bhopal, India, 1877, Hindoo inscriptions in 
relief in an octagonal frame of double lines: 
in the inscription the errors “  Becan,” 
“  Began,” and “  Eecam ,” instead o f “  Begam,” 
and “  N w ab” instead o f  “  Nawab.”

Error o f transfer. A s a  chief error and 
one quite exceptional, the following is so 
strange that it is almost inconceivable. In 
the 5 pesos, orange, Tolima, Colombia, the 
two “  5’s ” in the lower corners are upside 
down, while “  pesos,” which is between them, 
is in its proper position. W e suppose that 
the figures of the four high values o f  this 
issue, the 1, 2, 5, and 10 pesos, were on plugs, 
in the transfer in the corners left plain for 
that purpose, and placed in upside d o w n ; 
this is the only plausible explanation o f this 
anomaly.

C. Typographical composition. Printer’s 
errors are found mainly in the names of 
countries, money, or the use o f the stamp. 
Guadeloupe, 1891, with name as surcharge : 
in the word “ Guadeloupe” we know four 
errors, “  Guadeloupe,” “  Guadeloue/,” “  Guad- 
i/oupe,” and “  Guadelo«pe.” T he D uchy of 
Modena, 1852, e ag le: in this set the word 
“ cent.” appears as c e n e ., C E N I., C EN T5., 
CETN., CEST., CN ET., and EEN T. Costa 
Rica, 1903, portrait, 2 c., orange and 
black, green surcharge, “  Provisorio . . . 
Oficial” : “  Provisorio” is spelt twice wrongly 
in the same forme, “  Provision)”  and “  Pro- 
visiorio.” These few examples will suffice to 
explain most errors of a like kind.

Errors of Letters
On certain English stamps there have 

been remarked errors in the alphabetical 
arrangement o f the corner letters. A s these 
letters were movable, and had to be dropped 
into the little squares left empty for them, it 
is clear that thus letters were reversed or 
took another’s place. Thus, there has been 
seen One Penny, red on blued (1841), “ G.
S. and T .” inverted; three-halfpenny, red, 
1870, “  P - C ”  instead o f  “  P - O ” ; 2jd., pink- 
lilac, 1873-80, “ L H - F L ” for “ L H -H L .” 
There are also in the stamps printed by type,
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as also in those surcharged for various 
reasons, a  great number o f  errors more or 
less real, o f  figures and letters inverted, 
reversed or absent, and whereof the interest 
can be estimated variously.

E rro rs in  M a k in g
T hese errors are o f  two kinds : A . Errors 

o f  printing by inversion. B. Error o f colour 
by intercalation.

A . Errors of printing by inversion. Known 
by the turning upside down of one or several 
dies in a  frame in the second printing, 
whether it be the dies o f the frame of a 
stamp, or whether it be the middle part o f  a 
stamp. These errors are common in litho
graphy and typography; they are catalogued 
under “  Inverted centres.” W e mention only 
the most famous and rarest. W estern Aus
tralia, 1854, swan in an octagon, 4d., blue, 
inverted middle. This stamp was bought 
lately at public auction in London for ,£400. 
Brazil, 1891, Liberty’s head in octagon, 100 
reis, ultramarine and red, inverted frame. 
Spain, 1865, portrait of Isabella II in an oval, 
12 cuartos, blue, pink centre, inverted fram e; 
the same portrait, 1867-8,25 mil. de esc., blue 
frame, central portrait inverted. United 
States, 1869, various subjects, 15 c., landing 
o f  C. Columbus, brown frame, blue centre, 
inverted; 24 c., Declaration of Independence, 
green frame, violet centre, inverted ; 30 c., 
red and blue, eagle on top o f  a shield sur
rounded by flags, with flags inverted. British 
India, 1854-5, portrait o f  Victoria, in blue, 
in red octagonal frame, 4 annas, inverted 
portrait. T he rarity of these errors is already 
very great in an ordinary state, as only one 
piece was in every sh eet; it is increased very 
much if the error is found attached to a 
normal stam p: then the value is more than 
doubled. T he tcte-beche are due to a similar 
accident in the m aking; we mentioned them 
when speaking o f “ Varieties,” There are 
also in lithography some tete-beche due to an 
error o f  placing the transfers composing a 
plate, one of the proofs having been placed 
upside down : thus, Boyaca, 1903, 10 by 10 
pesos.

B. Errors of colour by intercalation. U n 
witting introduction, into a  plate to be 
printed, o f  one or more dies o f a  certain 
value belonging to another forme o f  a  different 
value. T h e chief errors o f this kind a r e : 
Antioquia, Colombia, 1892, 1893, Arm s in a 
circle, 2$ c., black instead o f green, in the 
plate o f the 5 c. It is wrong to regard this 
stamp as an e s s a y ; its connexion with the 
5 c. identifies it sufficiently. Cape o f  Good 
Hope, three-cornered, 1861, woodblock, 
“ One Penny,” blue instead o f red, in the 
plate o f  the “  Four Pence.” “  Four Pence,” 
red instead o f  blue, in the plate o f the “ One 
Penny.”  Spain, 1851, portrait of Isabella II 
in an oval, dos reales, blue instead o f  ver
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milion, in the plate o f the 6 reales. 1855, 
same portrait, in a circle, 2 reales, blue 
instead o f violet, in the plate o f the 1 real. 
U nited States o f Colombia, 1863, Arm s in an 
octagonal frame, 50 centavos, red instead 
o f green, in the plate o f the 20 centavos. 
Lubeck, 1859, lithographed, Arms, 24 schil
lings, brown instead o f pink, in the plate 
of the 2 schillings. Tw o pieces o f this error 
are situated side by side at the bottom of the 
sheet o f the 2 schillings. Peru, 1858, Arms 
in a  circle, lithographed, “  Medio Peso,”  pink 
instead o f yellow, in the plate o f the una 
peseta. A  block is known with two pieces 
of this error in it. Tolima, Colombia, 1887. 
Arm s in an oval, 2 pesos, orange instead 
of violet, in the plate o f the 5 pesos. Turkey, 
1876, crescent in a rectangle, 25 piastres, red

and sky-blue instead of claret and pink, in 
the plate of the 5 piastres. France, 1872, 
head of Ceres, 15 cent., large figures, brown 
on pink instead o f  bistre on white, in the 
plate o f  the to centimes. Uruguay, 1857, 
sun in a  circle, large letters, 180 centesimos, 
red instead o f green, in the plate o f the 240 
centesimos. T h e value, already great, of the 
twelve errors mentioned above in single 
pieces is still greater when they are found 
attached to one o f the stamps o f the sheet in 
which they have found a  wrong place. In 
this state the Spain, 1851, dos reales, blue, 
has been sold at ^440, used. There is 
another sort— errors o f colour— o f which 
mention will be made in the section “  Mani
pulation.”

(To be continued.)

Pahang
P r o v is io n a l H a lf-s ta m p s  o f  1 8 9 7
By R . E . J A M E S
T O W A R D S  the close o f  the year 1897, 

owing to the delay o f the Crown 
Agents in forwarding the stock o f 

Pahang stamps that were then current, viz. 
1, 2, and 5 cent Leaping T iger and 3 cent 
T iger’s Head, the supply of both the 2 and 
3 cent ran out completely. Perak, Selangor, 
and the Crown Colony all refused supplies, 
as their stocks could not afford it, and the 
matter was becoming desperate, until the 
District Treasurer at Kuala Lipis, the head
quarters of the Pahang Government, re
ported that his stock o f 5 cent Leaping 
Tiger was far in excess of the demand, and 
that if the Government agreed, he could 
divide them, using the halves separately as 
2 and 3 cents respectively. Seeing that this 
appeared the only solution of the difficulty, 
sanction was given, and accordingly the 
stamps were divided.

Some eight years later I met the District 
Treasurer, Mr. Owen, in the Kuala Lipis 
Club, and asked him for the history o f the 
stamp, and I gathered from him the follow
ing :—

T h e first sheets were cut diagonally from 
the bottom left to the top right-band cor
ner, with either 2 c. and 3 cents or 3 c. and 
2 cents written on in either red x>r black ink, 
“ whichever cam e handiest”— that is to say, 
if  each was done with either ink, eight 
varieties. T he next sheets were cut diagon
ally from the bottom right to the top le ft  
Here again, with the same supposition, would 
appear another eight varieties.

T h e  last lot cut were cut vertically, as Mr. 
Owen says he found it easier and quicker. 
Eight more varieties m ay possibly have been 
added in this way, making twenty-four in all.

A s a  climax, however, Mr. Owen added, 
“  But in many cases I dipped the pen in the 
wrong ink, which when blotted made the in
itials purple ” !

1 have m yself seen six varieties o f these 
stamps in various collections, but unfortu
nately have only been able to secure two for 
my own. The greatest number were those 
cut from bottom left to top right, with 3 c. in 
upper portion and 2 cents in lower portion. 
A ll the other varieties are extremely rare, and 
especially those vertically cut. T he varieties 
I have seen and noted are :—

,, 2 c., lower ,, ,,
„• .. 2 <=-. upper „  „
4. 2nd cutting 3 c., upper ,, black ink.
5- .. 2 c., lower „  „
6. Vertical cutting 3 c., on left ,, red ink.

T he initials on the stamps are J. F. O., 
standing for John Fortesque Owen. They 
were issued from Kuala Lipis, and post
marked “ Ulu Pahan g” in red circular can
cellation, “ U lu ” being the M alay for the 
source o f  a river, and the far interior o f 
the country is known as the “  Ulu.” As far 
as I could gather, no official record was kept 
o f the numbers o f this provisional issue.

N o t e  by  t h e  P u b l is h e r s .— A t the 
moment o f going to press we have the 
undermentioned varieties in stock :—

Cut diagonally. Red surcharge.
Unuied. Um<I.

I. d. s. d.
a on 5 c.............................. £6 30 o
3 0 0 5 c .............................. 26 30 o

Variety. Pair o f  % c. and 3 c. unsevered, used, £$.

Cut horioontalfy. Red surcharge. 
a on 5 c. . . • ♦ —  40 o
3 on 5 c. . • . • >  40 o
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The Birth of a Philatelist
By J. W. H . H E S L O P

S O M E T IM E S  the philatelist is born 
young, sometimes old. T he sudden 
sight o f  a card o f stamps in some 

stationer’s window, or the review o f an 
album belonging to a chum, at once intro
duces him into a  new world o f delight. He 
halts, he holds his breath, he— feels in his 
pockets. T he philatelic passion has got 
hold of him, and l o ! another collector is 
born.

From that moment his sole craving is for 
stamps, and in a twinkling he is alert, 
riotously inquisitive, possessed to the soul 
by this new and glorious passion. Most o f 
us older victims can remember the joy  and 
the delirium of that time, when all the world 
seemed suddenly brighter, and life a hundred 
per cent more worth living. T he dull boy 
ceases to be dull when stamps get hold of 
him, and the middle-aged man finds his 
burdens lighter when there is a packet of 
new stamps waiting for his inspection at the 
end of the toilsome day. There are pills 
said to be worth a guinea a box ; there are 
also stamps quite worth a guinea a packet, 
if only for their curative qualities, and as a 
remedy for the dumps. Some day some 
crank will be publishing statistics to show 
that collectors outlive the generality o f other 
beings, simply by reason of the sustaining 
force that lies in the stamp album.

Hut, like all young things, the young 
collector makes silly mistakes. T he first 
plunge of the average beginner is usually 
for stamps at so much per thousand; quality 
is sacrificed to quantity, and he revels in a 
heap of common Continentals that may have 
cost him sixpence. This gives him know
ledge ; but if he proceeds to stick such stuff 
into a book he will be unwise ; it would be 
far wiser to burn them. Doubtless this is 
the fate of tons o f similar property; the 
other day we saw a man burning half a 
bucketful of “  duplicates,” and he assures us 
he has felt much easier in his mind ever since. 
Packets crammed with this sort o f stuff are 
advertised freely in every boy’s journal and 
philatelic paper, the fact o f  their continual 
appearance proving there is no lack o f pur
chasers. The philatelic fishermen dangle 
their tempting bait, and the young fry nibble. 
Hut the end of these p ickets is usually 
weariness and disgust.

Take, for instaace, a  packet o f  “ 500 
different,” offered far the trifling sum of two 
shillings; it is made up exactly o f the very 
cheapest and commonest stamps procurable, 
without much regard to condition, but

marked only b y  the scrupulous care with 
which the very rubbish o f the Continent has 
been got together. Practically they are 
w orthless; to stick such stuff into an 
album is to spoil the book, and eventually 

I discourage the collector. I f  the boy had 
| but gone to a decent shop, and given double 

the price, his satisfaction would have been 
tenfold. T he big  packets o f  a good firm 
contain just those stamps that are needed to 
build up the sets o f  each country in their 
initial stages, a  good sound basis for a collec
tion and every specimen clean, without the 
goodly overflow o f rubbish that fills the 
cheaper packet.

Many an album is being fondly treasured 
by its possessor as being o f considerable 
valu e; some day, he thinks, its contents 
may yield him a fortune; but if it has been 
compiled o f cheap packets, its value a 
hundred years hence will be as now, which 
is next to nil. Get away from this sort o f 
thing as soon as you can. Buy your one big 
packet at the outset— let it be as b ig  as ever 
you can afford— and then get on to better 
stamps. Loitering in this atmosphere o f 
cheap stamps at a few pence per hundred 
is simply waste time. W hy trifle with weeds 
when fields upon fields o f fairer flowers lie 
ahead ?

T ake a country at a time, if  you like, and 
build it up as bricklayers build a  house ; 
every stamp, a  clean square specimen, laid 
absolutely true and level in its place on the 
page— not the least suspicion o f  crooked
ness, or inequality o f insertion, discernible 
anywhere, but the whole page as symmetri
cally perfect as a  window.

A lso the page should be as clean  as a 
window. T he leaf ought to be as clean as 
a  copy-book, and the stamps as fresh-look
ing as you can get them. One bad stamp 
will spoil a  page, and be a continual eyesore 
and disfigurem ent; every time you see it it 
may disgust you, so out with i t !—-and wait 
for a  more respectable specimen. Better a 
blank space than a bad copy. T here is the 
truest wisdom in thus acting, for it increases 
one’s love o f stamps, it prevents discourage
ment, and lures one o n . to higher levels. 
The people who give up collecting arc the 
ones who have been content with inferior 
stuff, and have grown weary o f it.

An American journal the other day was 
gloating over the fact that hundreds of 
young collectors destroy their stamps in the 
process o f collecting them. T h e stamps arc 
bought, examined, fondled, handed round to
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be admired by friends, soiled with greasy 
fingers, carried fourteen days in a waistcoat 
pocket, until any value they may have pos
sessed has utterly vanished by the time they 
are mounted. This may be good for trade, 
but it is a pity, lietter to carry each speci
men direct to its resting-place, and there 
guard it as if it were a five-pound note.

Mount it with a proper mount, and a good 
one, for the inferior gum of a cheap mount 
will eat its way to the surface of the stamp 
in a few years, and spoil it.

Follow up this way of doing things for a 
period, and your collection will be some
thing you will be proud of, a source of con
stant and ever-increasing delight.

Hote$ from the East
By R. M.

E E the poor, the forger is always 
with us, and, having possibly ex
hausted Europe as a hunting-ground 

for philatelic mugs, he appears to be turning 
his attention to India. A small native dealer 
lately sent me a packet of Portuguese colo
nials for my opinion, which latter he ap
parently valued at a higher rate than 1 do 
myself. Portuguese India was very strongly 
represented in this packet, and the unsur
charged issues were certainly calculated to 
deceive ; in fact, so good were the imitations 
that I should not be surprised to hear that 
they came from the same source as the 
official reprints, of which we have heard a 
good deal lately. The surcharged issues 
were, however, decidedly poor, and forced 
one to the conclusion that there was some
thing wrong about the whole assortment. 
The ’81 —’82 issue, perf. 12J, was represented 
in mint condition in every catalogued variety, 
and also in two new ones, the 2 t. on 300 r., 
and 4$ in black and 4̂  in blue on $ r., black. 
I gave the above-mentioned dealer my 
humble opinion on the stamps and asked 
him to let me know from whom they were 
received, at the same time offering to take 
a few specimens in order to get them ex
pertized, provided the price was as low as 
circumstances would lead one to expect. To  
this 1 got no answer, so I must rest content 
with warning readers against acquiring 
“ bargains” in Portuguese Colonies just at 
present. The book containing the stamps 
gave no indication of the place from which 
they originated, except that they evidently 
came from the Continent.

Whilst on the subject of forgeries, it may 
be as well to draw attention to the fact, men
tioned by the P . J .  o f  In d ia , that bogus sur
charges in dark blue on the $ and t anna, 
Service, India, of 1874, are in circulation. I 
have lately seen some copies of these, which 
emanated from the Hombay Presidency, and 
they are certainly very dangerous.

On 1st July last the concession, which 
rmitted of stamps cut out from entires 
ing used as adhesives, was withdrawn in 

India. This is said to be due to the fact 
that many complaints were received of the

miscarriage of letters, etc., enclosed in 
entires, and that this state of affairs was 
attributed to the extra temptation which 
those covers offered since the rule came 
in force. It will be interesting to see 
what status is accorded to these “ entires 
used as adhesives” in the future. When 
issued from the post office they are cer
tainly entires pure and simple, but when 
fulfilling their duties to signify the payment 
of postage they are equally certainly adhe
sives. So any one can argue either way, as 
inclination directs. To me they seem to 
occupy a very similar position to postal 
fiscals, the only difference being that the 
fiscals have their gum applied by the officials 
before issue to the public, whilst the latter 
have to supply their own gum for the “ cut
outs.” No specialist in Indian stamps can 
well ignore these varieties, but whether the 
general collector will recognize them is a 
matter which will largely be decided by 
fashion and the catalogues. Some of these 
stamps will undoubtedly be rare, notably the 
embossed 1 anna, brown, on blue paper.

The 1 rupee, bicoloured, Queen’s Head, 
exists with the Service surcharge reading

S.H.,a variety, which I do not remember

seeing chronicled before. It follows that 
there must be a few copies without the H, 
these being the right stamps of the pane, 
but I have never heard of the existence of 
a copy.

Another somewhat similar variety, which 
I lately obtained, is a Gwalior, £ a., King’s 
Head, Service, with the native characters for 
“ Servis” at the top and for “ Gwalior” under
neath. I have no reason to doubt the 
genuineness of this, the measurements agree
ing in every respect with the official sur
charges. This variety also points to the fact 
that a scarcer stamp must exist; in this case, 
either the top row of the pane must have 
“ Gwalior” in native characters only on it or 
the bottom row must be surcharged “ Servis” 
only, according to whether the sheet was 
placed too low or too high in the press.

I lately received a request from a dealer 
of repute for fifty complete sets of the
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current Indian Service stamps, with an offer 
of iej per cent commission for my trouble. 
No doubt the applicant did not realize that 
these stamps cannot be obtained except by 
fraud, or he would not have asked for them. 
The fact, however, remains that these stamps 
are not available to the general public and 
have all to be accounted for officially, so I 
hope that no more applications of this kind 
will issue, for they might throw a good deal 
of temptation in the way of subordinate 
clerks, who often have the handling of con
siderable numbers of these stamps. The 
Indian Service stamps have always had 
more reason for existence than those of

: many other countries, for they have a higher 
! franking value than their unsurcharged 
I equivalents. It seems possible, however, 
! that they will disappear altogether in the 

near future, for the reduced postage rates, 
1 which come in force on 1 October, practi- 
1 cally abolish the higher franking power 
' which these Service labels enjoy at the time 
: of writing. ______

' A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T
Packet No. 6 9 , 2000 varieties. A grand packet, 

j every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
i forming a choice collection in itself.

£ 3* post-free and registered.

Out* neu> Zealand Letter
O UR Threepenny has appeared in the small 

size, the same as the Sixpenny. This has 
been done that they may be printed 240 to 

the sheet like our£d.t id., and 2d., and then be 
perforated with the new machine. The colour 
now is dark brown. We are continually improv
ing our New Zealand adhesives, and the new 
3d. *.nd 6d. are about as near perfection in general 
get-up as it is possible for our Colonial Printing 
Department to turn out. I should not be aston
ished to see our is. also redrawn.

Our postage rates, already low enough in all 
conscience, are to be further reduced. Registra
tion is to be reduced from 3d. to 2d., and every 
fraction of 2 oz. over the 4 0 Z .  for ordinary post
age is to be only id. This is the reason the lid. 
has again been issued, so there is no need for some 
kind friends to protest against unnecessary issue 
of the 1 id.

Officials are very scarce. A great many Go

vernment departments have given them up and 
reverted to old franking style. The 5s. should be 
a great rarity, it being seldomor never used.

New Zealand ordinary values above id. are 
seldom seen. Our rates of postage are now so 
low that merchants seem to stock only id. and id. 
values.

Philately is flourishing in Australia and New 
Zealand. Many are stocking, and old collections 
seem to have taken a fresh lease of life. There 
is no possible doubt but that pictorial issues do 
our hobby a world of good. They get stamps 
talked about by non-philatelists, and are a means 
of introducing many new collectors to the cult.

I have just seen two letters, one addressed *'A 
Stamp Collector, New Zealand/* and the other 
“ Mr. Stanley Gibbons, New Zealand/* Both 
found a resting-place in the office of our local 
dealers, Messrs. Wilcox, Smith, and Co.

JInsioetts to Cotwespon dents
J. F. B. (Preston).— We regret we are unable 

to comply with your request, as we have not kept 
any record of the dates of issue or of the different 
numbers and letters of the stamps you mention.

N o v i c e  (Cardiff). — Two of the Charity 
stamps have been issued, one being sold at is., 
the other at 2s. 6d. Neither of these stamps 
was available for postage; they are therefore not 
included in our Catalogue. The money resulting 
from their sale went to the Rowland Hill Benevo
lent Fund. There is no catalogue value for these 
charity labels, but some collectors take them as 
curiosities. We do not know how many were 
printed.

The only plate numbers that appear on 2d. 
British stamps are 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, and 15. 
Stamps printed fro n Plates 5 and 6 may, how
ever, be separated from one another by means of 
the white lines unoer postage and above tw o
pence ; these- lines are thinner in Plate 6 than in 
Plate 5. No numbers were inserted into the 
plates until Plate No. 7 came into use.

“ A P h i l a t e m s t  i n  D i s t r e s s / * — The best 
way to prepare stamps for showing at a philatelic 
exhibition is to mount them on blank movable 
leaves. The liest album for this purpose with which 
we are acquainted is the ‘ ‘ Oriel ’* of our publishers. 
This, in its newest form of the “ Facile Oriel/* is 
specially recommended for exhibitions, as the 
leaves are made the right size for exhibition 
frames, and they can be removed from and re
placed in the “ Facile Oriel '* more quickly than 
in the case of any other album we know of.

L. C. M. (Auckland).—We thank you for your 
letter, but fail to see that it is of sufficient general 
interest to publish in full. We are now at work 
upon a general Album that will lie specially pre
pared to meet the wants of the advanced general 
collector, but we are not sufficiently forward to 
make any announcement at present. You men
tion a numl>er of countries you do not care to 
collect, but we have hundreds of customers who 
are most keen on many of the groups you dislike, 
and in our Albums and Catalogues we have to pro
vide for the wants of collectors all over the world.
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V i e w  Issues
By F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

J should be most grateful I f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 
Issues o f  stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once if 
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number fo r  each penny face value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FRAN K PH ILLIPS, 391 S tra n d , London, W.C.

Austrian Crete. — We have been shown a 15c., 
mauve, overprinted as usual in black on the 
Austrian stamp with the figures of value omitted, 
the word hrllbr being obliterated by a black 
line. The stamp is perforated 12$, 13, and is 
without bars of varnish.

Austrian issue 0/ 1906, overprinted in Hack.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
15 c., m a u ve ......................................0 3  —

Austrian Levant— We have seen a 30 para, 
mauve, the description being similar to that of 
the Austrian Crete described above.
Austrian issue 0/ 1905, overprinted in black. Figures 

0/ value tn a ll  /our comers.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d.
30 pa., mauve . . .  . 0 4  —

British Honduras — We take the following 
paragraph from Em eu's Weekly Stamp News 
(12.10.07):—

“ There is something of a mystery about these 
stamps, as when the ‘ specimen’ sets were dis* 
tribuied about six months ago, the Continental 
philatelic journals recorded it as l>eing printed 
on ordinary instead of chalk*surfaced paper. We 
are now officially assured that none of these 
stamps have been printed except on chalk-surfaced 
paper. It is admitted that the first supply was 
returned to London to be destroyed, the reason 
being that * the surface was found to adhere in
sufficiently.* This is the cause of the delay in 
the issue. It is interesting to note that the only 
copies of the first printing in existence are the 
* specimen ’ copies, those now issued being the 
second printing. Whether there is any difference 
between the two printings from a philatelic point 
of view we cannot say, as we have not seen 
4 specimen' copies.”

Cayman Islands.— Ewen's Weekly Stamp 
News (12.10.07) informs us that a provisional $d. 
has been issued, the words “ One Halfpenny” 
being overprinted in two lines, in black, on the

current id. stamp. Our contemporary states 
that

“ A correspondent writes that they were not to 
be sold to dealers, but only in limited quantities 
for actual use. The earliest postmark we have 
yet noticed is * Georgetown, Grand Cayman, 
3 0 .8 .0 7 .” ’

Our illustration of the overprint is only approxi
mately correct.

One
Halfpenny.

Wmk. M ult. Crown C  A  Ordinary paper. Overprinted 
in  black.

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s. d.

$d. on id ., carmine . . .  —  —

Great Britain.—We have been shown a copy 
of the 16-dot id. of December, 1881, which 
has a large white dot midway between the words 
i n l a n d  and r r v k n u b ,  this dot being in line 
with the top of the letters.

Holland.— We learn from the Colledionneur 
de Timbres-poste (1.10.07) that the De Kuyter 
Commemorative stamps are to be surcharged for 
use as postage stamps, and not for Postage Dues, 
as we stated in our issue of 31 August.

Mr. Booleman has shown us a copy of the $ c., 
rose, Type K, of the 1876 issue, perforated 
11$ x 12$ ; this will be number 133a in the Cata 
log ue.

y/e B . Thin fraction bar  9 mm. lotg . Per/, f i£ x ts .
Unused. Used.

$ c . , rose . .  » . ,
d.
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Luxemburg’.— Mr. W. T. Wilson has shown 
us a set of five newly issued stamps of an entirely 
new design. They appear to be without water* 
mark, and the perforation gauges from 12& to 13.

N o wmk. Per/. 12J, 13.
Unused. Used.

i c., pearl-grey
x. d. 

. 0 1
2 c., grey-browft . 0 1
4 c., olive-bistre . 0 t
5 c., green . 0 1
6 c., mauve . . 0 X

New South Wales.— The set with the water
mark Crown and double-lined A is now com
pleted by the lod., a copy of which we have seen.

We have also seen the 20s., ultramarine, per
forated 11 all round.

Wmk. Croton antiJft. Per/. raX ii£ .
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.
iod., v i o l e t .................................... —  —

Wmk. Crenvn and  A  {Type 59). Per/, u .
aos., bright blue . . . .  —  —

Nicaragua.—Our New York house has sent us 
two new surcharges, showing several minor 
varieties.

First.—Type 36, but the Waterlow print, 2 c., 
red, surcharged “ Vale 10c.,” in black, reading 
downwards; this surcharge shows the usual 
variety of («) wide, thick ** O,” and (<$) narrow, 
tall “ 0” * (̂ ) occurs seven times in a pane of 
twenty-five, on stamps Nos. 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 25. 
In stamp No. 8 the “ 1  ” in “ 1 0 ” is badly broken.

Second.— Type 36, American print, 5 pesos, 
violet, overprinted “ Vale $1,” in black, reading 
downwards. There are two varieties in this over
print : (fl) one bar through the dollar sign; (£) 
two bars. Variety {b) occurs eleven times out of 
twenty-five, on stamps No. 2, 3, 4, 7, 10, 11, 12, 
16, 17, 18, 23. The broken *' 1  ” appears in {a).

Vale 1 0 0  Vale TO#
a  b

Type 36. Wetter loto, surcharged downwards in  black.
(a) W ith wide, thick  "  O.'*Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.
to e . on a c., red . . . . 0 4  —

(b) W ith narrow, ta ll  "  0.**
io c . on 3 c., red . . • . 0 8  —

Variety. Broken "  1 ** (b).
10 c. on 9 c., red . . . .  9 3 —

Vale %\ Vale $ 1
a 6

Type 36. A m erica n , overprinted  dow nw ards in  black.
( a )  D o lla r  s ig n  w ith  one bar.

Unused. Used, 
x. d . x. d.

$t on 5 p., violet . . . 3 0  —

(b) D o lla r  s ig n  w ith  tw o bars.
$1 on 5 p., violet . . . 3 0  —

V ariety . B roken  “ 1 ” (a).
$t on 5 p., violet • . • xo 6 —

Paraguay.— V Echodela l'im brologie{ 15.10.07) 
chronicles two new values, showing a picture of 
the Post Office, viz. a 2 and a 5 pesos; and the 
lllustriertes B riefm arkcnJournal^  19.10.07), two 
more, the 10 and the 20 pesos.

Pei/. 11J, or  11} and  ta.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. s. d.
a p., black and blue . . .  —  —
5 p. „  red . . . . —  —

to p. „  orange-brown —  —
20 p, „  olive-green . . —  —

Queensland.— Mr. Appleby has shown the 
A ustralian Philatelist (2.9.07) the current is. in 
a new shade, viz. deep bright mauve.

W m k. Crown an d  Q. Per/. 13. New shade.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. s. d.
is .,  deep bright mauve . . —  —

Salvador.— We have received a set of twelve 
values of an entirely new design, which we 
illustrate herewith. These stamps are printed on

unwatermarked paper in panes of twenty-five 
composed of five rows of five. The most striking 
peculiarity about this issue lies in the overprinting, 
in black, of the old shield, 12 mm. wide, on the
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upper portion of each stamp, over the name of the 
country. Perhaps it is intended for a control 
mark, as it is certainly impressed on the stamp 
subsequently to the actual printing. We have 
received one sheet of the 2 c. with the shield 
omitted. The building forming the central design 
is the official residence of the President, and to
gether with the value and its background is in 
black. The stamps are perforated !i&.
New  design, overprinted in black with shield  12 mm. wide.

Centre and tablet o f  va lu ein  black. Per/. nA.
Unused. Used.

s. d.
x c., green . . . . 0 X
2 c., vermilion . . . 0 X
3 c., yellow . . • . 0 2
5 c., indigo-blue . . 0 3
6  c., orange-red , . . . 0 4

so Cm mauve . . 0 6
X8 C . , , . . 0 8
23 c., sepia . . . . 0 8
34 c;, carmine . . . X 3
3 6  c., bistre . . . . 1 4
50 c., orange-yellow . . . a 6

100 c., turquoise-blue ■  5 0

V a riety . S h ie ld  om itted.
3 c., vermilion . 6 0

Ewen's Weekly Stamp News (5.10.07) has been 
shown an imperf. copy of the 5 c., black and 
blue, bearing the portrait of President Escalon.

St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Colonial Office Journal 
(10.07) informs us that id., carmine on white, 
has been supplied to the colony, but has not as 
yet been issued. The id., “ all green,” will be 
forwarded when a further supply is requisitioned.

St. Lucia.— We learn from the Colonial Office 
Journal (10.07) that a supply of single-coloured 
id. and 2$d. stamps has been ordered.

Spain.—Senor Miguel Galvez has now given 
us a full explanation of the Industrial Exhibition 
set. It appears that these stamps were authorized 
and printed by the Government, and all letters 
posted in the exhibition have to be franked with 
them. However, so that the revenue may not 
suffer, the authorities of the exhibition have

themselves to affix ordinary postage stamps of 
the proper value to each letter franked with ex
hibition stamps before it passes from their control. 
In the face of this explanation, it would seem 
that the stamps have in themselves no franking 
power, except possibly from one part of the ex
hibition to another. In any event we shall 
neither catalogue nor deal in them, as we con
sider them to be either advertisement labels or 
locals.

Transvaal.— Mr. A. Sonn has shown us un
used copies of the current $d. on multiple-water
marked, unsurfaced pa|)er, in two distinct shades 
of green, one being considerably deeper than the 
other.

IVmk. M ultiple Crown C  A . Ordinary paper.
New shade.

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s. d.

id .,  deep green . . . . —  —

We copy the following from Ewen's Weekly 
Stamp News (5.10.07) ♦—

“ Under date of Johannesburg 9.9.07 we are 
officially informed that * there are no £ \  postage 
stamps with multiple watermarks or 2id. stamps 
all blue in the stocks held by the Post Office 
Department, and that Postage Due stamps arc 
not available for sale to the public.' ”

We must therefore ask our readers to delete 
the chronicle of the £ 1  in our issue of 13 July.

Uruguay.— L E ch o  d e la Timbrologie (15.10.07) 
states the reason why recent issues have been so 
badly printed, is that the services of the School 
of Arts and Sciences, a Government institution, 
were utilized. From an artistic point of view 
results were bad, but financially they were far 
worse, as the ease with which the stamps could be 
imitated caused many forgeries to be made. The 
authorities have now cabled instructions to 
Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, their former printers, 
to supply eight million stamps of the old designs, 
pending the preparation of an issue of entirely 
new design. A portrait of General Jose Artigas 
will form the central design of each value. 
Artigas was a patriot, born 1746, who had a 
great deal to do with the consolidation of the 
Republic of Uruguay; he vanquished theSpaniards 
time after time, but on his impeachment for 
treason, had to fly the country; he died in 1826 
in Paraguay, in obscurity and, it is feared, want.

N.B.—The prices quoted above are those at u/hlch the stamps may be had from 
$tanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 8trand, London, W.C.

Prioted by W. B kvndon & Sow, L td ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
a November, 1907.
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Countries of the tilorid
By W .  P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L

Elobey, etc., and Fernando Poo—c o n t i n u e d

I N 1899 the Spanish authorities awoke to 
a sense of their responsibilities, possibly 
because then, having no longer to trouble 

about Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippines, ] 
they could give undivided attention to their I 
only oversea possession requiring postage 
stamps. Not only did Fernando Poo receive 
a much more varied assortment of stamps, 
but it was equally well provided with postal 
entires. The design shows a profile of the 
youthful Alfonso XIII facing to the left, and > 
the quantities printed were as follows: 10,000 1 
each of all values up to the 5 m. and of the I 
20 c. ; 5C00 each of 1 c. to 15 c. ; 1000 each I 
of the 40 c., 60 c., and 80 c .; and 500 each 
of the 1 p. and 2 p. The values are ex
pressed in m tfcsim as and centavos of a peso ' 
(1000 mils. = 100 c. = 1 peso = 4s.).

1899.

1 m ., ch estn u t .

Per/. 14 .
Unused. 

s. <i.
. 0 5

Used.
S. d,
0 5

2 m . ,, O 5 0 5
3 m . „ O 5 0 5
4 m. ,, 0 6 0 6
5 m. 11 0 5 0 5
1 c ., d e e p  p u rp le 0 5 0 5
2 c . ,  b lu e -g reen 0 5 0 5
3 c . ,  d e e p  brow n 0 6 0 6
4 c . ,  o ra n g e 0 6 0 8
5 c M rosin e 0 8
6  c . ,  u ltram arin e I 0 0 10
8 c . ,  g re y -b ro w n t 0 1 0

t o  c . f  verm ilio n t 3 1 3
15 c M oliv e-sla te t 3 t 3
20 c«, m aro n e 1 6 1 0
40 c ., d e e p  lilac 5 0 5 0
60 c M b la ck  . 8 0 8 0
80 c M ch o co la te  . 10 0 10 0

1 p ., y e llo w -g re e n
2 pM in d ig o  . 20 0 20 0

The 20 c. value is stated to have been 
printed as an afterthought. Anyway it came 
in useful for a provisional, when the 5 c. and 
to c. ran short in 1900, for 6000 were sur
charged as follows :—

1900. S tam p  o f  1899, surcharged  as A , B , or C , 
sim iia r ly  to 1896-9 issue, in  b la ck  or b lue.

5 c . on  20 Cm m arone (A )

Unused. 
s. d.

Used 
S. d.
1 6

5 c .  on  20 c . ,,  (B ) A O —
50 c . on  20 c . ,,  (C ) 2 6 3 0

In [900 a new set was issued in the same 
design as the stamps of 1889, but dated 
1900. The quantities printed were much 
the same, except that the number of stamps 
of 1 c. to 5 c. was increased.

1900. A s  1899, b u t d a te d  1900.
Unused. Used.

So do s. do
1 m ., b lack 1 0 0
2 m . , , t 0 0 9
3 m.  ,, 1 0 0 9
4 ™................................... t 0 0 9
5 m................................... t 0 0 9
1 c .,  d e e p  g re e n 0 6 0 2
2 c .,  m au ve . . 0 6 0 3
3 c .,  b r ig h t p in k 0 6 0 3
4 c . t d e e p  ch o co la te 0 6 0 4
5 Cm b r ig h t b lu e 0 8 O 5
0 c . ,  o ra n g e 0 9 O 5
8 c .,  b ro n ze -g re e n  . 1 0 0 6

10 c M lake . . . I 0 0 8
15 c . ,  d ee p  v io le t • t 0 0 9
20 c M b ro w n  . . t 3 1 3
40 c .,  o ra n g e-b ro w n  , 2 6
60 c M b rig h t g r e e n  . 4 0 4 0
80 c . ,  d e e p  b lu e 5 0

1 p.4 red -b ro w n 6 0
2 p .f o ra n g e-v erm ilio n 12 0

Again the same old value ran short, viz. 
towards the end of 1900, and the 4 c. was 
surcharged with the familiar 50 cent, de 
peseta. It was a pity the quantity of the 
10 c. was not increased instead of the 4 c.

N o v .,  1900. Stam p  o f  1900, surcharged in  
violet or g reen ,

50 c. on 4 c., Jeep chocolate . .to o —
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In  1901 th e  s ta m p s w e re  c h a n g e d  n o t o n ly  
a s  to  d ate , b u t as  re g a r d s  v a lu e s , th e s e  n o w  
b e in g  e x p re s s e d  in  centim es a n d  pesetas 
(100  c . =  i p e s e t a =  iod .)- A l l  su b se q u e n t 
s ta m p s  h a v e  th e  v a lu e s  s im ila r ly  e x p re sse d .

1901. A s  1900, bu t d a ted  190!.
Unused. Used.

1 c ., black
s. d . 

6
s. d .

2 c ., chestnut . . 1 3 —

3 c., deep purple . 1 3 —
4 c ., violet . 1 3
5 c ., vermilion . 0 3 —

to c ., brown-purple . . 0 4 —

25 c., blue . 0 6 0 6
50 c ., claret . 0 9 1 0
75 c., sepia . ! 0 1 3

1 p., blue-green . I 6 1 6
2 p., red-brown . 2 6 —
3 p., olive-green • 4 0 —

4 p., red . 6 0 —
5 pM m yrtle-green . . 8 0 —

10 p., pale orange ♦ *5 0 —

T h is  tim e  th e  q u a n titie s  w e r e  su ffic ien t, fo r 
th e  su p p lie s  la s te d  u n til th e  n e w  issu e  for 
1902, w h ic h  w ere  s im ila r  in a p p e a r a n c e , b u t 
m u ch  m ore re s tr ic te d  a s  re g a rd s  v a lu e s .

1902. Perf. 14
Unused. 

s. d.
Used. 
s. d.

5 c ., deep green O 6 —
10 c ., indigo O 6 —
25 c ., lake O 9 O 6
50 c ., brown-purple . l 3 * 3
75 Cm lilac 2 0 2 0

i p ., rosine . . . 3 0 —

2 p ., bronze-green . 4 6 —

5 p.t pale red . 10 0 —

In  1903 s ta m p s  w e re  issu e d  w ith  th e  in 
scr ip tio n  a lte re d , b u t a  m u ch  lo n g e r  s e t  w a s  
a g a in  put in to  co u rse .

1903. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
1 c .,  deep violet . 0 3 —

£ c., black . 0 3 __

1 c., brick-red . . 0 4 —

2 c ., m yrtle-green . 0 4 —
3 c ., blue-green 0 5 —

4 c ., violet . 0 6 —

5 c ., rose-lake . . 0 6 —

10 Cm orange

Unused. 
s. d.

. 0  8

Used. 
/. <L

15 c., emerald . . 1 0 __
25 c ., brown 2 0 2 O
50 CM sepia • 3 0 —
75 c ., rosine • 3 6 —

1 p ., deep brown • 3 6
2 p., slate-green • 5 0 —
3 p., marone . . 6 0 —
4 p., slate-blue . 7 6 __
5 p., deep blue . 8 6 —

10 p., red-orange • *5 0 —

Collectors are spared an issue for 1904, 
but in 1905 another set was issued similar to 
that of 1903, except that date is altered to 
1905 and the two fractional values are 
omitted.

1905. A s  la st , but dated  1905.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 c., deep violet . . o 3 —
2 c.,  bl ack . . . 0 3  —
3 c., orange-red . * 0 3  —
4 c., myrt l e-green . 0 4  —
5 c., bl ue-green . . 0 4  —

10 c., mauve . . .  —  —
15 c.,  ro-e-Iake . . .  —  —
23 c., dull  orange . — —
50 c., emeral d . . .  —  —
75 c., chocol ate . . .  —  —

1 p., sepia . . .  —  —
2 p.,  rosine . . .  — —
3 p., purple-brown . —  —
4 p., slate-green . — —
5 p.t lake . . .  — —

10 p ., deep b lu e . . . —  —

Again a years respite, for it is not until 
1907 that another set is issued, and this time 
with a new design. The frame is similar, but 
the portrait in centre faces to the right and 
shows us King Alfonso arrived at man’s 
estate and in a uniform. Sixteen values 
constitute the set as last.

1907. . New portrait. P e t f  14.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. t. d.

1 c .,  slate-black . . — —
2 c .,  bright rose . . — —
3 c .. purple . . .  — —
4 c ., black . . .  — —
5 c ., orange-buff . . 0 5  0 5

10 c ., claret . . .  — —-
15 c ., bronze-black . . — —
25 c .,  purplish brown — —
30 c ., em erald -g reen . . — —
75 c ., orange-red . . —

t p,, dull blue . — —
2 p., chocolate . . .  — —
3 p., dull rose . . .  — —
4 p., lilac . . . . — * —
5 p ., bronze-brown . — —

10 p., orange-brown . . — —
Set of five, 1 c. to 5 c ., unused, 1/-
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Before describing the stamps of Elobey, 
etc., it is as well to warn collectors that the 
provisionals which bulk so largely in this 
list of Fernando Poo stamps should be pur
chased from reputable dealers, for in 1905 
an attempt was made to put upon the market 
a big lot of fraudulent varieties.

E lobey, A n n o b o n , and Corisco
Perhaps the successful sale of the Spanish 

Guinea stamps in 1902 emboldened the 
authorities to try further experiments, for 
about the middle of 1903 a set appeared for 
the above islands, which until then had quite 
contentedly used the stamps of Fernando 
Poo. Fresh sets have synchronized with the 
recent issues of the latter island and call for 
no special remark. The only variation from 
regularity was early in 1906, when four low 
values of the 1900 set were increased in 
value by an almost undecipherable sur
charge. Presumably the main object was to 
try by this means to get rid of the re
mainders.

'90  3. Per/. 14
Unused.

X. d.
Used, 
x. d.

$ c ., rosine 
£ c ., deep purple

0 2 O 4
0 2 O 2

1 c ., black 0 3 —
2 c ., brick-red . 0  3 —
3 c ., myrtle-green 0 4 —
4 c ., blue-green 0 4 —
5 c ., violet 0 5 —

10 c ., rose-lake . 0  10 —
15 c ., orange 1 3 t 6
23 c ., slate-blue . 2 0 2 0
50 c ., brown — —
7 5 c ., sepia. 2 0 —

1 p., orange-red 4 0 2 6
2 p., deep brown 8 0 4 0
3 p ., slate-green — —
4 p., marone >5 0 —
5 p., emerald . — 10 0

10 p., g rey-b lu e. — —

1905. A s last, but dated 1905.

1 c ., rose . . .

Unused, 
x. d.

• © 3

Used, 
x. d.

2 c ., deep violet - 0  3 —
3 c ., black . . • 0 3 —

4 c ., pale red . 0  4 —
5 c .,  m yrtle-green . . 0  4 —

10 c ., blue-green . — —

15 c .t mauve • — —

Unused. Used.
d . t . d .

25 c .,  ro se-lak e . . .  —  —
50 c .,  d u ll o ra n g e  . . —  —
75 c .,  d e e p  b lu e . . —  —

1 p .,  c h o c o la te  . . .  —  —
2 p ., sep ia  . . .  —  —
3 p ., o ra n g e-red  . —  —
4 p M p u rp le -b ro w n  . —  —
5 p ., s la te-green  . —  —

10 p .,  la k e  . . . .  —  —

1906. Stam ps r f  last issue surcharged  “ 1906” 
a n d  new v a lu e  enclosed in  fa n c y  fr a m e  in  b la ck  
(B k .)  or red  (R .). Unused. Used.

s . d . s . d .
10 c. on 1 c .,  rose (B k .)  . —  —
15 c .  on 2 c .,  d ee p  v io le t ( R .)  —  —
20 c. on  3 c .,  b la ck  (R . . —  —
50 c . on  4 c ., pale red  (B k .)  —  —

S e t o f  fo u r, used, 6/6

1907. Xew portrait. Perf. 14.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. x. d.

1 c ., purple . . .  —  —
2 c ., black . . .  —  —
3 c ., orange-red . . — —
4 c ., bronze-green . . — —
5 c .,  em erald -green . —  —

10 c., lilac . . .  — —
15 c ., carm ine-rose . . — —
23 c . ,  orange-buff . — —
50 c., blue . . . .  — —
75 c., brown . . .  — —

1 p., chocolate . . .  — —
2 p., vermilion . . .  - —
3 p., orange-brow n . . — —
4 P-. grey-green . . — —
5 p.t lake . . . .  — —

10 p ., rose . . . .  — —
S et o f five, 1 c. to 5 c., unused,

{To be continued.')

S T A M P S  A N V  S T A M P  
C O L L E C T IN G . B p  Major E .  B . E V A N S  

T h e young collector is frequently perplexed by 
the m eaning o f the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations o f these 
will be found in this book.

as. 9d. in Paper Cover, o r 4s. 6d. strongly bound 
in Cloth.

S ta n le y  Gibbons, L td .,
391 S tran d , London, W .C .

P L E A S E  N O T E

The P rices Quoted in the foregoing a rtic le  are taken from  our pub lishers* forest S to c k  Books, and a re , 
therefore, the P rices  at Which S ta n lep  G ibb ons, L td ,, w ill h a te  pf«ojsr« in  suppiping eng o f  the  
jtompj that map be n eed e l bp anp o f  our readers.
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Topical Dotes
By C H A R L E S  J. P H I L L I P S

Difficulties of the New Issue Importer

P ROBABLY many of my readers who 
subscribe to the “ New Issue Service” 
have but little idea of the manytroubles 

and bothers that occur in catering to their 
wants. As an example I will mention what 
occurred a few weeks ago. King’s Head 
stamps were announced for British Hon
duras ; we immediately sent out £  150 for 
a first supply, and the stamps arrived a 
short time back, every one a (Queen’s / / e n d /  
and of these obsolete stamps we now have a 
superabundance. A week later two of our 
friends in London received their supplies, 
all King’s Heads, and we have to wait six or 
eight weeks for our supplies, in addition to 
tying up a lump of capital in stamps we had 
in sufficient quantities.

Stamp Avenue
T h e  Strand — and its continuation, Fleet 
Street— is becoming more and more the 
home of stamp dealers. The latest arrival 
in this neighbourhood is that of my friend 
Mr. Hugo Griebert, who has just left Bond 
Street and taken the whole of the first 
floor at 170 Strand, W.C., about four doors 
past Messrs. Bright and Son’s. Mr. Griebert, 
who— now that Mr. Henry Caiman is giving 
up the trade— will rank as one of the leading 
w holesale dealers of the world, is well known 
for the many large wholesale stocks he has 
bought, amongst them being the old stock 
of F. Martins, of Lisbon ; Roussin, of Paris ; 
Loli, of Italy ; and also many large wholesale 
remainders.

Messrs. Bridger and Kay have moved from 
the City to commodious offices in Fleet 
Street, another sign of the times as showing 
how bad a centre the City is for the stamp 
trade.

Personally I am pleased to see so many 
friends in our neighbourhood. We are able 
to do much business together, and to do it 
much quicker than when we were all scat
tered about.

The Facile Oriel Album
Is meeting with great success and large 
sales. One of America’s leading collectors 
writes me:—

I am remounting my Brilish Colonial stamps 
into the new Facile Oriel. It is the finest album 
ever made, and 1 don't lose any opportunity to 
say so.

Mr. M. P. Castle, Hon. Vice-President of the 
Royal Philatelic Society, who probably has 
had more experience of stamp albums than

most collectors, recently ordered two of the 
new Facile Oriels as a trial. He is so pleased 
with them that last week he ordered four 
more, and will mount all his collection in 
them in due course.

One of the leading collectors on the Con
tinent has just asked us to quote for 200 

I Oriels, as he is thinking of remounting the 
I whole of his great collection.

Messrs. Glendining & Co., Ltd.
S t a m p  auctioneers, of 7 Argyll Street, Re
gent Street, London, W., held a very suc
cessful sale on 15 and 16 October last. 
Among the better lots I noted that Great 
Britain Telegraph stamps sold very well. 
The 5s., pi. 2, brought £ 3  12s. 6d., and £ 1, 
brown-lilac, £ 5 , and £ 5 , orange, imperf., £<\. 
Saxony, 1850, 3 pfg. on entire sold at 
£ 6  5s., an indication of the coming boom 
in European stamps. The great bargain of 
the sale was the set of United States, 1880,

I reissues on soft, porous paper, which fell at 
£ 6 3. Australian stamps sold remarkably 

' well; some of the Sydneys which we sold to 
the late Grand Duke Alexis Michaelovitch 
of Russia realized more than double what 
we sold them for some twelve years ago. I 
add prices of a few lots :—

Heiu South Wales, Sydneys.
2d., blue, plate 2, block of four. Nos. £  s. d  

9, 10,21, 22 . . . 14 10 o
2d., blue, plate2, No. 13, “ nocrevit” 7 5 0
2d., blue, plate 3, 1st retouch, block

of four. Nos. 3, 4, 15, 16. . 10 10 o
2d., blue, plate 3, 1st retouch, pair

Nos. 13 and 14 . . . 5 15 o
2d., blue, plate 3, 2nd retouch, strip 

of four on la id  |iaper. Nos. 19,
20, 21. and 22. One being 
variety “ 6 segments.” a bargain
a t ....................................30 o o

Registered, perf. 12J, unused, block of
s i x ..................................... 9 0 0
If you have a collection for sale,
You should send to Glendining’s next mail; 

No matter what sort.
It is sure to be bo u g h t:

Prompt payment is made without fail.
(The T .L .)

The "Colonial Office Journal"
T h e  following letter has been r e c e iv e d  from 
Mr. Mercer, one of the editors of this new 

jo u r n a l
W h i t e h a l l  G a r d e n s , S .W .,  

18.1007.
D e a r  S ir ,

I observe that in your issue of the 19th 
inst. all the notes in the Colonial Office Jo u rn a l 
in coming issue are quoted in full. The Jo u rn a l
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is not official and has to  lie m ade self-supporting, 
and you will readily understand from this point 
of view that we cannot approve o f the whole of 
such m atter lieing appropriated. W e do not 
object to a reasonable amount o f review, pro
vided the publisher and price o f the Jo u rn a l are 
given.

Yours faithfully,
W . H . M e r c e r , 

E d ito r o f C. O. Journ a l.

If Mr. Mercer w ill write such interesting 
articles upon stamp matters, lie must expect 
us who edit publications for stamp collectors 
to make use of them. In our last number, 
which had been printed before Mr. Mercer's 
letter was received, I had unfortunately 
“ lifted” about two more pages bodily from 
his paper, but I shall take care that articles 
are not copied in future.

The “ C. 0 . J." is Published by 
Waterlow and Sons, Ltd.
It is issued quarterly, and the price is is. 6d. 
per number. It is full of information con
cerning our colonies, and should be largely 
read by all who are interested in their de
velopment. I trust that many of my readers 
will subscribe, and so help to support a really 
admirable semi-official magazine.
The Crown Agents for the Colonies
Had better wake up, and take some steps to 
protect the revenue from serious frauds.

Some time ago I submitted to them and to 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., Ltd., a number 
of stamps, all used, in which low values had 
been removed from the “ tablet” of the con
ventional design, and higher values inserted 
or printed in. Last week I had submitted 
to me a British Colonial £ 5  stamp, unused  
an d f u l l  gum . This stamp was a fake pro
duced from a 4 c. stamp of another colony, 
and quite good enough to deceive any 
colonial postmaster. As long as these 
things are allowed, so long will the “ revenue” 
of the colonies suffer, and I am sure that 
the time has come when each colony should 
have every value of a different design, thus 
doing away with the fakes which are now so 
prevalent.

Chili Official Stamps
M r . W . B . C l a v k r t , o f  S a n tia g o , in fo rm s 
u s, u n d e r  d a te  21 S e p te m b e r , th a t th e  s to c k  
o f  O ffic ia l s ta m p s  w a s d e s tr o y e d  b y  fire  on  
S a tu r d a y , 14  S e p te m b e r , b y  o r d e r  o f  th e  
M in is te r  o f  M a rin e , a n d  th e  d ie s  w e re  a ls o  
d e s tr o y e d  a t th e  sa m e  tim e.

T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  lu c k y  e n o u g h  to  g e t  a n y  
o f  th e s e  s ta m p s  b e fo re  th is  d e stru c tio n  to o k  
p la c e  w ill h a v e  re a so n  to  c o n g r a tu la te  th e m 
s e lv e s , a s ,  o w in g  to  th e  s m a ll n u m b e r 
p r in te d , th e  s ta m p s  w ill u n d o u b te d ly  b e  
r e c k o n e d  a m o n g s t  th e  g r e a t  ra rities.

British Stam ps used Abroad
By I. J. B E R N S T E I N  a n d  C H A S .  N I S S E N

GROUP III

T HE office numbers applied to this group 
consisted of Nos. A 01 to A 15 in
clusive for the principal offices in 

the British West Indies; A 18 for a sub
office in Antigua ; and A 27 to A 78 for 
minor offices in Jamaica.

An obliterator only was used with the 
exception of Kingston, Jamaica, which 
occasionally used a combination mark, but 
a date stamp was used on the letter. Some 
of the offices in Jamaica occasionally im
pressed the dated postmark on the stamp, 
but other offices never.

About 1890 a number of West Indian 
stamps appeared on the market with forged 
postmarks, and these were applied to various 
British stamps, but, as stated in the intro
duction, only the stamps there listed were 
issued in the group. All offices were closed 
in May, i860, and those colonies which had 
not prepared a distinctive stamp of their 
own went back to the old method of prepay
ing the postage in cash. A “ p a i d ”  mark 
in red was usually employed in these cases.

Occasionally one finds the 401 to 415 
series with the 4 so badly impressed (or 
altered) as to look like an A. Later stamps 
with A 05 (Bahamas) and Barbados post
marks are found, but these are only ship 
letters chiefly from the North American 
Fleet.

This type of 
obliterator was 
used by all the 
offices, and  
d a te  sta m p s■ " ((A01))
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A  0 1 . K in g s to n , J a m a ic a
Kingston, the principal town in Jamaica, 

doing an extensive trade with the mother 
country.

Jamaica issued stamps of its own in i860.

id., I..C . 16.
Id ., L .C . 14.
4<1., no letters.
6tl.
is.

A  02. (St. J o h n ’s) A n t ig u a
After the British Post Office was closed 

here in i860, letters were prepaid in cash 
till August, 1862, when Antiguan stamps 
were issued. A sub-office (A 18) was opened 
at English Harbour.

id .,  L .C . 14.
2d ., plates 7 , 8.
4 d ., no letters.
6d.
Is . ,,

* A  0 3 . G e o rg e to w n  o r  D e m e r a r a ,
B r it is h  G u ia n a  j

Georgetown, the capital of British Guiana, 
had, perhaps, next to Kingstown, Jamaica, 
the largest correspondence with the mother 
country.

id ., L .C . 14.
4  . ,  no letters.
6d.
is .

* A  0 4 . N e w  A m s te r d a m  o r  Ber»
b ic e , B r it is h  G u ia n a

A  very small place, and had, consequently, 
very little correspondence.

id . ,  L .C . t4 .
2 d ., plates 7 , 8.
4 d ., no letters.
6d. „
is . , ,

A  0 5 . N a s s a u , B a h a m a s
The Bahamas consists of a large group of 

islands, but the trade with the mother 
country is small. It is, however, a naval 
station, which accounts probably for the 
id. stamp being often found with this can
cellation. Sailors’ letters were invariably 
carried from any part of the world for id.

The id. Bahamas (S. G. No. 1), prepared 
in June, 1859, was probably little used till 
May, 1860, hence its rarity in used condition.

i d . ,  L .C . 14.
2 d ., plates 7 , 8 ,
4 d ., no letters.
6d. „
is . , ,

* Both these offices were under the control o f the 
British Postmaster-General (see Appendix C .  Post Office 
Guide, 1855), and were for external correspondence The 
British Guiana stamps, issued by the local postal authori
ties, had no franking power outside the colony.

A  0 6 . B r it is h  H o n d u r a s
Of which the capital is Belize, reverted to 

the method of prepayment by money in i860, 
and continued it up to January, 1866. British 
residents in Guatemala sent their letters per 
the British Consul to Belize, the nearest 
post office, where they were stamped and 
cancelled.

id., 14 L.C.
4d., no letters.
6d. „
is. „

A  0 7. D o m in ic a
One of the Leeward Isles, is of fair size, 

but of little importance commercially. It 
had no stamps between May, i860, and 
May, 1874.

id., 14 L.C.
4d., no letters.
6d. „
is. ,,

A  08. M o n ts e rr a t
Another, but very much smaller, of the 

Leeward Isles. This colony managed with
out stamps from i860 till 1876.

id., L.C. 14.
4d., no letters.
6 d . , ,
is. „

A  09. N e v is
Also one of the Leeward Isles, slightly 

bigger but of much more importance than 
Montserrat. Stamps issued for colony in
1861.

id., 14 L.C.
2d., plates 7, 8.
4d., no letters.
6d. „
is. ,,

G ib r a lta r
By an oversight the 4d. stamps used at 

the above office were omitted from the list 
given on page 249. Collectors should there
fore make a note of the following :—

A 26.
4d., wmk. Medium Garter; whitepaper.

, ,  Large ,, „ „
4d., plates 3,4. 7 . 8 , 9 . 1°. tl, 12, 13, 14, 15, IS. 

16, 17, 17, 18.
A 25.

4<1., plate 13.
(7 > 6* centinued.)

S T A N L E Y  G iD D O N S  
P M C  E D  C A T A L O G U E  O F  
T H E  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S  O F  T H E  W O R LD  

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies. 
Post-free, as. 9d.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Post-free, as. gd.
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The Rarest Stam ps— c o n t in u e d
By P I E R R E  M A H E

Errors of Value Annulled

T HE wrong slipping-in of a stamp has 
given rise also to a <quite special kind 
of error. In certain lithographic plates 

of the stamps of Colombia, during the pre
paration of the proofs destined to make 
up the sheets of transfers, proofs of wrong 
values were placed in the middle of the sheets. 
These errors having been found out during 
the printing, the erroneous value was marked 
out in lithographic ink on the stone. Another 
variety is that in which, instead of concealing 
the faulty value, it has been removed from the 
stone by scratching; this leaves white corners, 
quite empty instead of coloured spots. Thus 
State of Tolima, 1887, Arms in oval, no value, 
lower corners coloured : in the plate of the 2 
pesos, violet, no value, lower corners white. In 
a former issue of Tolima there is something 
of the same kind; a wrong value being 
introduced into a printing, the whole tablet 
at the bottom of the stamp was covered 
with lithographic ink. 1884, Arms in a circle: 
no value in the plate of the 2 pesos, violet.

Errors of Omission
We have still to mention quite a special 

error arising from the absence of a clichd 
needed for the second impression, when 
stamps are printed in two operations— an 
absence which allows an empty space to be 
seen. We know only one specimen of this 
error— Russia, 1902, 14 kop., eagle in white 
relief on an oval carmine background, blue 
frame ; this error is called “ design omitted.” 
One finds in the stamps of Antioquia, 1896, 
some so-called similar errors, but they are 
only incomplete colour trials.

Errors of Manipulation—Printing
A . E r r o r s  o f  C o lo u r

Substitution of a wrong ink, when print
ing a sheet of a fixed value, resulting in a 
colour different from that ordered. Argentine 
Republic, 1892, portrait of Rivadavia in a 
rectangle, 5 centavos, green instead of red. 
Western Australia, swan in a rectangle, 1869, 
one shilling, brown instead of green; 1879 
two pence, mauve instead of yellow. Austria, 
1867, portrait of Francis Joseph 1 in acircle, 
3 kreuzer, red instead of green. Crete, Rhe- 
tymno, 1899, eagle in a rectangle, 2 metallik, 
blue instead of pink. Finland, 1691, Arms in 
an oval, large sice, 3 r. 50 kop., black and 
yellow instead of black and grey. Nicara
gua, 1893, mountains in a decorated frame, 
2 cents., brown instead of vermilion. Sicily, 
1859, portrait of Ferdinand II in. a rect

angle, £ grano, blue instead of orange. 
These errors having been printed in sheets, 
are for the most part less rare than errors 
which have slipped in. Still, some of them—  
Western Australia, Austria, Sicily— are known 
only in a very small quantity ; they have 
received the generic name of “ errors of 
colour in the sheet.” The value indicated 
refers to the normal colour of the stamp. 
Thus the 5 centavos, Argentine, is red when 
regular ; the 3 kr., Austria, is green, etc.

B. Errors of Machining
This kind of error comes in the printing 

owing to a lack of attention on the part 
of the workman, who puts into the press a 
sheet already printed, with the result that the 
stamps are printed twice. Alsace-Lorraine, 
issue of 1870, stamps of the Prussian occupa
tion. These stamps are formed typographic-

I ally and represent figure-values of great size.
' These figures are printed on a safety back

ground in a tint corresponding with the 
colour of every value. This background is 
formed of wavy lines, which look like an 
unbroken chain of mountains. Some sheets 
which had already received the printed back
ground were placed upon the plate of figures 
with the mountains upside down, so that the 
mountains are seen with their tops turned 
downwards. This is called “ inverted burre- 
lage.” Similar carelessness produces inverted 
surcharges.

Printed on the Back
This is a case of a sheet printed on the 

right side and then, we are told, printed on 
the reverse side. This kind of error seems 
to us as inadmissible as it is unexplainable. 
We regard it as being impossible for any 
one to put into the printing-press a sheet 
already printed without perceiving that the 
sheet has been printed once.

Double Printings
Classed among the “ errors” are some 

imperfect printings, which are called “ double 
printings.” A “ double printing,” in order to 
be at all real, ought to show distinctly the 
repetition of the design in an equal print
ing, thus proving the regular double passage 
of the sheet through the press. Now, in 
these “ double printings,” the first is often 
rather bold in colour and normally accentu
ated, while the second is nearly always very 
feeble in tone, which shows that it has 
undergone neither the ordinary inking nor 
printing.

The printing in which a fluctuation or
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slipping of the sheet in the press has led in 
some way or other to a more or less bigger 
extension of the subject without presenting 
clearly a double outline is called also, and 
wrongly so, double printed.

This ought to be called “ a doubled  print
ing,” and not a “ double printing.” These 
curiosities, of little interest, nevertheless 
increase the value, sometimes rather highly, 
of the stamps in which they are met with.

Errors of Divided Surcharge
Certain surcharges, consisting of two lines, 

are to be seen sometimes divided, owing to 
the wrong placing of the sheet of stamps on 
the printing forme with the surcharge. Thus 
is produced an introversion, for the first line 
of the surcharge, which ought to be above, 
is found below, in one row of stamps, while 
the second line is situated above in such a 
way that in the row of stamps coming imme
diately below only one line of surcharge is 
seen, thus:—

from that used as a rule in the values that 
they represent, and not existing in any 
stamp of the issue to which they belong, 
with the result that they create, by the 
means of surcharges, provisional values. Of 
these printings, one can find stamps without 
the surcharged value. These incomplete 
printings are sometimes put down as being 
errors of colour, but that is absolutely 
wrong. We know, among others, South 
Australia, 1870-1, Four-pence, blue in
stead of purple, without the surcharge 
“ Three-pence” ; New South Wales, 1891. 
One Penny, grey instead of red, without 
the surcharge “ Halfpenny” ; St. Helena, 
Six-pence, violet instead of blue, without 
the surcharge “ Three Pence.” We do not 
know whether this last variety arises from 
a total absence of the surcharge from the 
sheet, or whether it was due to leaving out 
a clichd in the printing forme, an error which 
occurs rather often in many surcharged 
stamps printed in their normal colour.

V . R . I .

Id.

V .R .I .

Id.

Normal position.

Id.

V . R . I .

Id.

Misplaced sheet.

Errors of Omitted Surcharges 
There exist certain stamps of which the 

plates have been printed in a colour different

Errors Due to Absence of Surcharge
This kind of error is caused by placing 

the sheet of stamps to be surcharged in
correctly upon the printing forme carrying 
the surcharge. The sheet being placed too 
high on the forme leaves the lower row of 
stamps without a surcharge. The same 
accident can take place in the opposite way, 
when it is the upper row which has no sur
charge. This error can be proved only by 
a vertical pair, of which one stamp has the 
surcharge.

{To I t  continued,)

The Sudan Postm an
By J. W.  H. H E S L O P

I N the outlying districts of the Sudan the 
post is carried on the backs of drome
daries. “ Sudan Camel stamps” is the 

popular phrase, but the beast depicted is not

really a camel; the camel is a slow beast of 
burden, akin to our cart-horse in the work he

has to do, whereas the dromedary is a swift 
animal, fleet as an English race-horse. From 
five to ten thousand camels are constantly 
employed in carrying merchandise from the 
ports on the Mediterranean to the tribes in 
the far interior, but it is the dromedary which 
is used for more urgent business, such as the 
post and telegraph service.

The postman rides by at a swift pace ; 
should he be passing through a busy 
thoroughfare he cries out “ Peace be with 
you,” a vociferation that tells the nature of 
his errand, and at once everybody makes 
way for him. Everywhere his office is 
respected, even when he meets half-civilized 
wandering tribes ; all he has to do is 
to call out his salutation and rush on un
molested.
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In places there are no proper roads. He 
dashes over crags and down into ravines, 
plunges through streams and the dry scrub 
of the desert. He will shelter in a cave 
when it rains ; in the event of a simoon or 
hot sandstorm his beast will he down, the 
mails tucked under his body, and his rider 
will bury his head ’neath the saddle till the 
suffocating storm has whirled by. It is inter
esting to open one’s stamp album at the 
Sudan page, and scan the various postmarks 
with the help of a map ; some of the cancel
lations will show the stamps to have travelled 
long distances in this manner. The drome
dary will go for three days without water; 
when he finally reaches a spring he will drink 
for an hour. It is curious that the camel 
will detect a mirage in the desert when even 
his rider is deceived, and refuses to be 
guided in its direction. The dromedary in 
the illustration has only one hump; Asiatic 
specimens have two.

The postman may travel many miles with
out meeting inhabitants, for the Sudan is 
thinly peopled. For many centuries it was 
the slave-hunting ground of the Arabs, and 
the country was stripped systematically of 
every strong and promising youth or maiden. 
Sudanese boys and girls were carried off at 
the age of fourteen or sixteen ; there were 
scarcely ever any men or women of thirty or 
forty in the country, they had all been swept 
away in previous raids, only the aged and 
infirm being left behind. In those times it 
was impossible to cultivate growing crops, 
for wandering dervishes, waiting till the corn 
was ripe, swooped down on the fields and 
left the ground bare. In times of famine 
the population perished in large numbers. 
Whole districts remained bare season after 
season, every man being engaged either in 
the defence of his home or fleeing for his 
freedom. Explorers and adventurers plun
dered the land from end to end.

The *• Islamic unrest ” of to-day is largely 
the result of the stoppage of this traffic in 
slaves; the Moslem slave-markets are empty. 
They are suffering, in their way, from the 
servant question, and they naturally blame 
the English for the cutting off of their sup
plies. For every black in Sudan to-day is 
free ; he no longer scans the horizon in fear 
of Arab invasion : he is peacefully growing 
cotton, rearing cattle, and extracting gum—  
one-third of the world’s gum supply comes 
from this region, and tongues of every 
nationality lick the Sudanese article on the 
back of their stamps. Of course, the Moslem 
peoples— south, east, and west— are suffering 
from the cessation of slaves, and feel hurt 
accordingly.

Xhartoum, which was a ruin in the days of 
Gordon, has now wide streetj, with electric 
cars running, a palace, a market, European 
shops, bazaars and stores, imposing public

buildings, and is approached by a railway 
laid down on the old camel route. Crowds 
of antiquarians are now pouring into the 
Sudan, following the P a x  B rita n n ica . They 
come in quest of the spoils afforded (rightly 
or wrongly) by the temples, and their finds 
prove that the Sudan was once a highly 
civilized country. Hotels are springing up 
for their accommodation at every town of 
importance along the Nile banks, and brick
fields are in evidence everywhere. Ever 
since the days of Pharaoh the Egyptians 
have been noted for their skill in brick-mak
ing, and the Gordon College, with its impos
ing front of forty windows, is chiefly built 
of native-made bricks.

The couple of pages which will suffice for 
a display of Sudanese stamps form, perhaps, 
the most attractive pages in the album. The 
stamps are “ fine and large,” a real joy to 
possess. When showing one’s collection to 
a friend, other countries may seem dull 
to him, but these pages will fix him into 
immediate admiration. And it is not a 
dear country to accomplish: about twenty 
specimens will be required to comprehend 
the regular issues, or less if the multiple 
varieties are omitted; of these the nine 
stamps of the 1897 issue come first—a very- 
good investment— but beware of forgeries, 
for this series was extensively forged in 
Cairo about eight years ago; it is wise to 
buy only from a firm with a reputation to 
maintain. Then comes the procession of 
dromedaries, eight specimens that give a 
fine result for the small figure they cost. 
This row may be repeated with the multiple 
watermark if desired. Then come the Post
age Dues, four of the earlier issues, and 
four of the Nile Steam-boat, all very pretty 
and inexpensive. Next, the six stamps with 
the O.S.G.S surcharge should find a place ; 
these are not dear, and they look fine ! 
There is also a 10 piastres O.S.G.S. belong
ing to this set, omitted from the above cal
culation, which may very well be secured if 
possible. Next come six copies of the Army 
Service, which again are not dear ; the 5 and 
10 piastres, however, may have to be aban
doned by all save a wealthy collector, 
since these two stamps were allowed to run 
out of issue as not being necessary, and are 
scarce. Lastly, there is the Army Official, 
one copy only, unless the collector is rich 
enough to go in for the minor varieties, 
which may run him into a few pounds. 
There are other minor varieties here and 
there, and one or two surcharges of the regu
lar issues, but a fairly representative display 
may be obtained by about forty stamps. It 
is a very satisfactory collection to possess, 
intensely pleasing in its gorgeous wealth of 
colour, easily within financial reach, and with 
some promise ahead of being worth keeping 
as an investment.
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Labuan Stam ps
T HE following article from The S tra its  

Tim es in May last may serve to show 
the mad speculation that took place 

locally when the Brunei stamps were sur
charged “ Labuan”

Labuan may be monotonous and certainly 
Pedlingtonian, yet its denizens cannot com
plain of any lack of excitement during the 
last three months, as a tide of “ philatelo- 
mania” set in and still continues with un
abating force day by day.

Old and young, rich and poor, official and 
civilian, poet and peasant, mariner and 
mechanic, wholesaler and retailer, houseboy 
and schoolboy, are all carried with the cur
rent rushing hither and thither to secure the 
gilt-edged prizes in the shape of Labuan 
surcharged stamps of one and two cents ; 
Labuan surcharged Brunei stamps, and the 
now famous one cent black surcharged 
Brunei, of which, it is said, only one hundred 
originally existed. Of these only as many as 
can be counted in one’s finger tips found j 
their way into civilian hands. “ Bull” and 
“ Bear” operators have turned our main 
street, wharves, shops, places of public resort 
and steamers’ decks into a veritable Copthall 
Court.

From matins to vespers, the cry is stamps 
and again stamps ; should a steamer arrive 
from North or South, orders pour in by the* 
picul, none of which can be executed in 
their entirety, very few even partially. The 
Host Office has long since sold out all the 
lower denominations ; only the 25 cents, 50 
cents, and $1 remain in small quantities. 
The stamps now in private hands are held

firmly ; their owners, having already made 
a small fortune, can afford to hold and 
wait. The persons envied are the fortunate 
possessors of the one cent and two cent 
stamps, of which only 6000 and 4000 were 
respectively surcharged. Few of these, how
ever. exist in Labuan; they were snapped 
up by outsiders before Labuanites became 
aware of their value as an investment. 
These stamps are now selling locally at 82 
each ; before many years have elapsed they 
will be at Sio, or more. A full set of 
Labuan stamps surcharged “ Brunei ” have 
now reached $25 (face value 82.40). The 
above-mentioned one cent black surcharged 
stamp is not obtainable at any price, except 
a few sent out to dealers, as feelers, and 
possibly three or four in private hands. 
The rest were all acquired by officials before 
the public were aware of their existence.

It is reported that three of these stamps 
go home by the present mail for sale by 
auction, the upset price being £ 1 0  sterling 
each.

The greatest number of these stamps in 
any one individual’s hands is held by a high 
personage at Singapore, who stands to clear, 
at present, considerably over £1000.

Probably in the annals of Philately there 
has never been such a unique opportunity 
of making small fortunes as the present, yet 
nobody in Labuan, at least, among the 
European element, had the foresight to 
profit by it. For instance, had one bought 
up the whole of one cent and two cent 
stamps, value S140, they might eventually 
have been sold for 880,000 to S 100,000.

Portraits on Stam ps
Ry B O S W E L L  J U N I O R

U n ited  S ta te s  o f A m e r ic a —continued 
Edwin McMasters Stanton, statesman, was 

born at Steubenville, Ohio, on 19 December, 
1814. His father, a doctor, 
diedwhile Edwinwasachild. 
As a youth he served for 
three years in a book store. 
In 1831 he entered Kenyon 
College, but left it in 1833 to 
study law. Admitted to the 
Bar in 1836, he began prac
tice, and in the course of 

twenty-one years built up a large connexion 
in the United States Supreme Court. He 
was appointed Attorney-General in i860.

President Lincoln called him to the head
ship of the war department in 1862. Of his 
career as a statesman an eminent senator of 
the United States has thus spoken: “ He 
certainly came to the public service with 
patriotic and not with sordid motives, sur
rendering a most brilliant position at the 
Bar, and with it the emolument of which, 
in the absence of accumulated wealth, his 
family was in daily need.”

Stanton’s entrance into the Cabinet marked 
the beginning of a vigorous military policy. 
The war between the North and the South 
on the question of slavery had been drag-
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ging on since the April of 1861. A general 
movement of the troops was ordered. 
General McClellan was censured for his in
activity. Grant was placed in supreme com
mand of the three armies operating in the 
south-west. President Lincoln said that he 
never took an important step without consult
ing his secretary of war. A few days before 
President Lincoln’s death Stanton sent in his 
resignation because his task was completed, 
but the President persuaded him to remain. 
On Lincoln’s assassination Andrew Johnson, 
the Vice-President, succeeded to the office of 
President. Stanton held different views from 
the new President on the question of the 
reconstruction of the Union. Johnson de
manded his resignation. Stanton refused to 
give up his office before the next meeting of 
Congress. On his retirement from office 
Stanton resumed the practice of law. A  
few months later President Grant appointed 
him a Justice of the Supreme Court. This 
took place on 20 December, 1869. Four 
days later Stanton died.

William Tecumseh Sherman, soldier, was 
born in Lancaster, Ohio, on 8 February, 

1820. His father, a lawyer 
and judge of the Supreme 
Court, died when William was 
nine years old. Adopted by 
Thomas Ewing, Sherman went 
to school in Lancaster until 
1836, when he was sent as a 
cadet to West Point. He re

ceived his commission as second lieutenant 
in the 3rd Artillery in July, 1840, and was 
sent to Florida with an expedition, the 
object of which was to stamp out the 
smouldering embers of the Indian war. In 
1843 he began to study law so as to make 
hintself a more capable soldier. On the out
break of the Mexican war in 1846, he was 
sent with troops round Cape Horn to Cali
fornia, where he acted as adjutant-general. 
He returned in 1850 and married Miss Ellen 
Boyle Ewing, daughter of the Secretary of 
the Interior. The small prospects of pro
motion and the limited scope for his talents 
in times of peace prompted Captain Sher
man to resign his commission in September, 
1853. He was immediately appointed mana
ger of the branch bank of Lucas, Turner, & 
Co., San Francisco. In 1837 he returned to 
St. Louis, and lived for a time in New York. 
On the outbreak of the Civil War Sherman 
was commissioned colonel of the 13th In
fantry. General Scott placed Sherman in 
command of a brigade which was hotly en
gaged at Bull Run and lost heavily. In 
August, l86t, Sherman became brigadier- 
general of volunteers, and was sent to be 
second in command in Kentucky. In the 
battle of Shiloh, April, 1862, Sherman com
manded the 5th Division. He was wounded

in the hand, and was highly praised by 
General Grant in his official report, in which 
Grant generously acknowledges his debt to 
Sherman’s judgment and skill in the hand
ling of men. “ To his individual efforts,” 
wrote Grant, “ I am indebted for the suc
cess of that battle.” For his share in the 
operations which resulted in the capture of 
Vicksburg, Sherman was rewarded with the 
post of brigadier-general in the regular army 
(1863). In the campaign of Chattanooga 
Sherman’s 15th Corps performed doughty 
deeds, for which Sherman received the 
thanks of Congress. Grant assumed com
mand of all the armies of the United States 
in March, 1864. He assigned to Sher
man the command of the military divi
sion of the Mississippi, and entrusted to him 
the invasion of the West. According to 
Sherman’s own language, his march was 
one gigantic skirmish. On 2 September 
Sherman telegraphed the laconic message 
to Washington, “ Atlanta is ours.” In De
cember Savannah was evacuated by the 
Confederates. Sherman’s Christmas gift to 
President Lincoln was “ the city of Savannah, 
with 150 heavy guns, plenty of ammunition, 
and 25,000 bales of cotton.” He had marched 
300 miles in twenty-four days through the 
heat of Georgia, and had inflicted on the 
enemy damage to the amount of a hundred 
million of dollars. “ War is cruelty, and you 
cannot refine it,” was his dictum : and he 
acted up to it, not in a cruel, revengeful 
spirit, but on the principle that no feeling of 
pity ought to stand in the way of bringing 
the war to a speedy end. For his “ triumphal 
march” Sherman received the thanks of 
Congress and the appointment of major- 
general. To cut a long story' short, Lee’s 
retreat and the fall of Richmond practically 
ended the war. Sherman, following Grant’s 
example on Lee’s surrender, granted such 
favourable terms to Johnson on his sur
render, that the Federal Government refused 
to sanction them. This led to friction be
tween Sherman and Secretary Stanton, but 
they became fully reconciled before Stanton’s 
death.

When Grant became President, Sherman 
succeeded him as general In 1871-2 he 
made a professional tour of Europe, and was 
everywhere received with the honours due 
to his distinguished rank and service. At 
his own request he was placed on the retired 
list, with full pay and emoluments, in 1884.

He died in New York city on 14 February,
1891.

THE BEST STAMP HINGES
W e  have prepared a new stamp hinge, o f  con

venient size, put up in air-tight tin  boxes, each 
containing 1000 hinges o f good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Post-free, 7d. per box.
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O m n i u m  G a t h e r u m
B y  “ P H I L O L O G O S ”

German Enterprise in Morocco

O N i September a German living in 
Mogadore, a fortified city and seaport 
on the west coast of Morocco, estab

lished a regular private postal service between 
Mogadore and Tangier, the Moorish seaport 
near the west entrance to the Straits of 
Gibraltar.

The Stamps of Turkey
Messrs. Senes’ I. B . J o u r n a l for 5 October 
indulges in plain speaking about the Turkish 
post officials. Thus :—

The reason why one issue of stamps follows 
the other at such short intervals is that the 
Government does not trust its postal employes. 
As the latter are not paid, they are compelled 
to steal stamps in order that they may live. 
When a new issue comes in, the old issue is de
clared to he useless ; thereby it becomes difficult 
to make anything out of the stolen stamps. There 
must be a living in the matter, otherwise nobody 
would be willing to enter the service of the 
Turkish Government in the post office.

A  New Zealand Postmaster
TO Senfs’ journal 1 am indebted for the fol
lowing extract:—

The postmaster at Te Uktt, in New Zealand, 
has such crippled hands that he cannot use them 
for doing his work, and he has to use his feet. 
For eleven years he has managed the post office, 
and entirely to the satisfaction of the authorities.
Beautiful Stamps
I.e  C oltectionneur lie  Tim bres-P osies of 1 
October contains seven beautiful designs 
submitted for the new issue of Indo-China 
stamps. Five of them were accepted ; but 
they were too pretty, and some one was 
set to work to disfigure them ; the vandal 
succeeded, and the types adopted, after dis
figurement, are as different from the original 
designs as the most inartistic meddler could 
make them. The designs are little works of 
art ; as they are now', after having been 
“ touched up,” they are only ugly labels. 
And France boasts of its artistic sentiment. 
Go to.

J1n$u)et?$ to Cct?ne$pondent$
PERF. (Co. Down).— Only the India i a. is 

known with “ pointed bust” ; your  ̂a. is probably 
one that is imperfectly inked. The postmark you 
mention is a common one on that issue. From 
January next the cover of G. S . IV. will !>e printed 
on white paper of the same quality as the rest of 
the paper. This paper costs us 1̂400 more than 
we receive from the sales; this we charge to 
advertising account, and on this ground alone we 
must advertise our own goods somewhat ex- 1 
tensively.

G. S. W. writes : “ The Postmaster at--------,
India, called me to open in his presence a regis
tered letter marked * Doubtful.’ It contained a 
box of stamp mounts and a booklet of stamps 
(on approval.’ He declared the latter to l>e 
dutiable, but on my expostulating his letter 
feelings prevailed, and he let me off 1 He assured 
me, however, that a former victim had l>een 
ordered to send back the stamps intact, or pay 
duty then and there on those he took. This 
seems to me manifestly unfair. Government has 
received its * pound of flesh * in the surface value 
paid for the stamps. To take duty in addition 
from the luckless ‘ collector’ is extortion. Has 
a case ever been carried to the law courts, and 
if so, with what result ? ”

We do not think a case has been carried to the 
law courts, but some five years ago we raised 
a discussion on this subject in the St. J . t and the 
matter was taken up by the Philatelic Societies 
in India, and communications were made to the

Indian Government, but without any result. These 
restrictions to business in India are absurd, and 
the only other country in which there is any like 
trouble is Holland.

A. H. I). F. (Caml>erwell).—The French stamp 
you mention is sold by our publishers at id., used. 
The unused with a broken letter is only a small 
minor variety; perhaps a specialist might give 
you is. for it, but it is not up to catalogue rank.

W. O. (Newhall).— Many thanks to you for 
your interesting letter. We are about commenc
ing work on a new album, which will supply 
many of the wants to which you draw attention. 
It is not possible to keep all the numliers in the 
Imperial Album to agree with the numbers of the 
Catalogue, as the Catalogue is published more 
frequently, and as new discoveries are made, we 
have to rewrite some countries and rearrange 
others. We will, however, keep your suggestions 
in view, and do what we can to meet them.

A Disclaimer 3 October, 1907.
Dear Sik,—There is a statement in the Sep

tember numlier of the Philatelic Journal o f India 
to the effect that a London dealer has made a 
standing offer of ^25,000 for my collection. As 
this is entirely without foundation I should l*e 
extremely obliged if you would allow me to con
tradict it in your journal. There are also several 
incorrect statements about the 1906 Exhibition.

Yours faithfully,
L. L. R. I I a U j B U R O .
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V i e w  Issues
By F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

I should be most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 
issues o f stamps, ntw or projected, i f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once i f  
desired, togethtr with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their tubscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny fa c e  value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIPS, 3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.

Antigua.— We learn from Ewen's IVeek'y 
Stamp News (12.10.07) that the 5 s* was issued 
on chalk-surfaced paper, watermarked Crown CC, 
on or before 25,7.07. Our contemporary slates 
that 3000 were printed.

U ’nik, Crown C C . Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d,
5s., grey-green and violet . . —  —

We take the following most interesting informa
tion from Ewen's IVcekly S  amp News (19.10.07).

“ Some two years ago we were able to publish 
the quantities printed of the current issue, and we 
are now in a position to bring this table up to date. 
In case any of our readers did not see the earlier 
list, we give it here complete.

ii.

hirst
printing*

13.0 .0 3

59,160

Second 
printing* 

0 0 .0 4  

60,960

Third
priming*

i.o:>

Fourtli
printing*

3 .07

3,120 (d)
id. 2 4 3  7 2 0 — — —
2d. 12,600 12,240 — —

2j(l. 30,360 — 6,000 (a) 3,120 (d)
•Vl- 6,240 12,600 — —
Cd. 6,360 6,360 — —

I/’ 6,240 — 3,oco(b) 1,560 (e)
2/- 6,360 — — —
2 6 6,360 — — —
5 /' 2,520 — 3.000(c) —
(a) Crown CC chalky, chronicled E . W .S N .

No. 408, issued 6.07 or earlier.
(b) Crown CC chalky, chronicled E . W .S.N . 

No. 400, issued 17.4.0*7 or earlier.
(c) Crown CC chalky, chronicled last week, 

issued 25.7.07 or earlier.
(d) Crown CA multiple, ordinary paper, single 

colour, of which the “ specimen’’ copies 
were chronicled 1.07.

(e) Probably Crown CA multiple, chalk-surface 
paper, but not ytt issued.

The above table makes no provision for the 
on chalk-surface paper, chronicled in E. W .S.N , 

* Date received in Antigua.

No. 417 as issued 20.8.07 or earlier, and as chalk- 
surface paper was not introduced until the summer 
of 1905, the second printing was certainly on 
ordinary paper. The Crown CC paper was 
exnausted towards the end of 1906, so that we 
think we are right in appropriating the quantities 
of 2.07 to the Crown CA issue. It looks as if 
one printing had been forgotten, although the 
above table is given to us officially as com pie e.”

Argentine Republic.—Writing under date of 
12 September, a correspondent at Buenos Ayres 
informs us that the postal officials say that no 
3 c., green, has been issued yet. The only 3 c. 
obtainable there is orange, No. 172 in the Cata
logue. We must therefore ask our contemporaries 
to contradict the chronicle in our issue of 13 July 
of the 3 c., blue-green.

Bahamas. — Ewen's If'eek/y Stamp "News 
(26.10.07) chronicle the 3s. in a much lighter 
shade of green ; the previously issued stamp was 
deep green.

Wmk. C m i'«  C C . Ordinary paper. N a v  shade.
Unused. Used. 

s. >i. s  tt.
3s., black and pale green . . . —  —

Belgium.— We have received a consignment 
of I c. and 2 c. stamp* of the old design of 
Sunday label attached to the stamp by ornamenta

tion, but in new shades We suppose that it was 
intended to print the new design in slightly
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different shades, but the change of colour came 
into operation while the old plates were still 
being used.

P er/. 14. Stew  shades.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 c., slaie.grey . . . . o i —
2 c., dull claret . . . . o i —

Bulgaria.—We take the following paragraph 
from Eivcn's Weekly Stamp News (26.10.07J:—

“ The report that the new commemorative 
stamps were only to be issued from 28.8.07 to 
2.9.07 (new style) proves to have been false, as 
they were still on sale at the G.P.O., Sofia, last 
week. They are printed in very large sheets, but 
the exact size we cannot state. Our largest block, 
however, consists of 16 rows of 11 stamps, so that 
the sheet contains at least 176 stamps, each of 
which is twice as large as an ordinary postage 
stamp.’*

China. — Mr. W. C. P. Austin has very 
kindly forwarded us a specimen of a new value 
that has not existed heretofore in China, i.e. a 
t6 c., olive-green. It is apparently unwater
marked.

N o wmk. Per/. 14 to 16.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
16 c., olive.green . . . .  —  —

Costa Rica.— Mr. J. C. Hensman writes us 
that a new issue of stamps will be made towards 
the end of this year, the object being to adopt 
colours in accordance with the recommendations 
of the International Postal Union, and at the 
same time to differentiate between the Postage 
and the Telegraph stamps.

Dominica. — Ewen's Weekly Stamp News 
(26.10.07) reports having seen a copy of id., 
pictorial stamp, all green, printed on unsurfaced 
paper, watermarked multiple Crown CA.

Wtttk. M ultifile Crown C  A.  Ordinary fimficr.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. 1. d.
Jd., g r e e n .....................................—  —

East Africa and Uganda.—Ewen's Weekly 
Stamp News (26.10.07) stales that its publishers 
have received a cablegram from the Protectorate, 
announcing the actual issue of the “ cents*’ set of 
stamps chronicled in our issue of 24 August. 
The cable was dispatched from Mombasa at 
it.45 a.m. on 15 October.

Honduras.—Our New York house has sent m 
a supply of t e stamps listed in our issue of 21 
September. The 20 c. is incorrectly described in 
the Supplement as e o b a lt: the colour is really 
ro y a l b lu e. The stamps are printed In sheets 
apparently made, up of 10 horizontal rows of 10 
stamps each

.Vo wm k. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 
s. d  s. d.

20 c., royal blue . . . .  o to —

Marianne Islands.—J. M. Bartels writes:—
“ A very interesting issue of these islands has, 

by some strange oversight, entirely escaped the 
chroniclers of the philatelic Press. Several de
nominations of the 1898 Philippines issue
during 1899 were surcharged with rubber stamp 
m a k i a n a s  hs p a n o i . e s  in violet ink, the
surcharge being placed vertically in an octagonal 
single-lined frame. The letters are small capitals, 
block type, and the surcharge is in two lines. 
The necessity of this surcharge is plainly evident. 
When the Philippines were acquired by the
United States, all Spanish issues became obsolete. 
At that time the only stamps in use in the 
Marianna Islands were the regular Philippine 
stamps. For almost a year the islands remained 
in the possession of Spain before they became a 
German colony. As the stamps of the Philippines 
were obsolete and demonetized the Marianna 
Islands were left in a peculiar position.

“ Communication with the home country was 
very infrequent, and it naturally took many 
months to secure new supplies. We therefore 
find that this surcharged issue was in use probably 
about a year until the surcharged German stamps 
were employed. I have seen copies of the 2, j, 
5, 6, and 8 c. stamps of the Philippines, 1898 issue, 
which were thus surcharged used on mail to 
Manila. I have also seen the cover with the full 
cancellation. This is a large oval with the coat 
of arms in the centre, at bottom y s l a s  Ma r i a n a s , 
and at the top g o h i e r n o  P. M. The date on 
back of the letter was the ordinary cancellation 
of the Manila military station, and dated De
cember i t ,  ’99. There is a prospect of getting 
the official decree concerning this issue. I under
stand that one is to be had in Manila.’'—Mckccl's 
Weekly (28.9.07).

As so little is known about these islands, we 
would state that, by the treaty of 12 February,
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1899, these islands, with the exception of Guam, 
which had been ceded to the United States in 
1898, passed on 1 October, 1899, from Spanish 
to German possession. In 1906, there were 
only twenty-three white men, of whom eighteen 
were Germans, in the islands. The seat of 
government is the island of Saipan.

Mauritius.— We have received a supply of a 
new 1 c., all black, and a 15 c., black and ultra
marine on blue, printed on multiple-watermarked, 
chalk-surfaced paper. Both these stamps have 
the indication plate “ 2 ” in the margin.

IVmk. M ultiple Crown C A . Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. <i. s. d.
1 c., black . . . .  —

is  c., black and ultramarine on
b l u e .....................................—  —

Persia.— A correspondent kindly sends us some 
information as to the 2 ch. stamps surcharged 
“ P. L. Trhkran," according to which our 
Type 29 surcharged with Type 31 was issued in 
May, 1902, and Type 34 surcharged with Type 
36 in December, 1902. Both the overprints were 
done with india-rubber stamps, and our informant 
states that when the second overprinting took 
place the first rubber stamp was made use of 
upon a few sheets, but that no copies of Type 34 
surcharged with Type 31 were used, and that 
these can only he regarded as essays or trial im
pressions. We gather that No. 355a in the 
Supplement to the Catalogue may be omitted—  
we shall not regret it. — Monthly Journal (9.07).

Salvador.— We are now able to illustrate the 
surcharge of the provisionals chronicled in our 
issue of 12 October. We have seen the 1 c. on 
5 c., and 2 c. on 6 c., and also a new value, the 
1 c. on 6 c.

Southern Nigeria.— We have received a con
signment of stamps from which we gather that 
the old Southern Nigerians have been reissued, 
except for the 2jd , 5s., and 10s., of which we 
received Lagos. One value, the is., is on chalk
surfaced paper for the first time ; and the td. is 
carmine on white In chronicling the 3d. in our 
issue of 12 October, we inadvertently reversed 
the colours, the centre being orange-brown and 
the frame lilac.

Wtuk. M ultiple Crown C A. Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

is., green and black . . . —* —

United States.— The Karl of Crawfnrd has 
been good enough to inform us that he has 
recently added a hitherto unknown variety to 
his collection. This is the 24 c., slate, of 1862- 
66, printed an hath sides, the impression on the 
back being clear and well defined. It will come 
after No. 84 in our Catalogue.

Printed on both sides. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
34 c., s la t e .................................... —  —

Victoria.—We have received a small supply of 
the current 3d., orange-brown, watermark Crown 
and double-lined A, perforated 11. Our corre
spondent informs us that only one sheet has Ixen 
found.

Wmk. Croton and & . Per/, it.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. t. d.
3d., orange.brown . - S o  —

ft.B.—The prices quoted above are those at uihtch the etampe may be had from  
Stanley Gibbons. Ltd., 3 9 t Strand. London, W.C.
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Philatelic Societies
H erne B a y Philatelic Society

Hon. $40.: T. F. Nowton, $ Promonado Control, Horn* Bay.

T he third annual general meeting was held at 
headquarters, 8 Promenade Central, on Wednes
day, 16 October, at 8.15 p.m.

Major I\ K. Brine in the chair. The minutes 
of the last annual general meeting were read and 
passed.

The following officers were elected: President,
K. Maclachlan, Esq., j . p . ; Vice-Presidents, 
Messrs. 1 1 . J. Bignold, G. Dukes, G. Oyston; 
Hon. Counterfeit Detectors, H. J. Bignold, 
British and Colonial; C. Krauter, foreign ; Hon. 
Treasurer and Comptroller, Exchange Section,
G. Dukes: Hon. Secretary and Librarian, T. F. 
Newton ; Committee, Major P. F. Brine, Messrs. 
C. S. Greenhead, r . a . m . ,  T. S. Harvey, and T. 
Kidout.

Junior Philatelic Society
T he first ordinary meeting of the new season was 
held on Saturday, 5 October, 1907, at 3 Bedford 
Street, Strand.

The President took the chair at 8 p.m. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. The following gentlemen were unani
mously elected members of the Society :— Messrs. 
A. L. Hunter, Merthyr Tydvi! ; E. W. B Maggs, 
Wimpole Street, W. ; W. Nichols, Northampton ; 
Dr. A. Wolf, Harrow ; and S. Youngs, Upper 
Holloway. Resignations were received with re
gret from Messrs. G. A. Brockman, W. W. 
Hughes, G. C. Sayce. A donation to the library 
was acknowledged from Miss Green.

The President then gave his ninth annual 
presidential address. He was pleased, he said, 
to welcome liaik members of the Society, and 
hoped that the new session now opening would 
prove more enjoyable and instructive than any 
before. Our new hall, 3 Bedford Street, Strand, 
is more comfortable than our old meeting-place; 
it is very central, within easy reach of convey
ances to all parts, and the Committee hope that 
all members living in and around London will 
endeavour to be present at all the meetings.

The President next gave some information con
cerning the Exhibition the Committee had decided 
to hold during the season. The last Exhibition 
held by the Society, at Exeter Hal), Strand, in 
February, 1905, had proved such a success (no 
fewer than 11,000 people passing through the 
hall in two days) that the Committee considered 
it advisable to take a larger hall and for a 
longer period. They have therefore engaged 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, for March 12, 13, 
and 14, 1908. The Exhibition is to be of the 
stamps of the British Colonies, and the Committee 
hope that the members of the Society will sup
port them as far as lies in their power by making 
the Exhibition known to all their stamp-collecting 
friends. A special committee has been formed, 
with Mr. H. F. Johnson as secretary, to cope 
with the work connected with it, and an office

taken for their use at 44 Fleet Street, E.C. Ad
mission to the Exhibition will be free by ticket, 
and the President stated that a preliminary supply 
of 25,000 tickets had l>een ordered. A subscrip
tion list has been opened to provide funds with 
which to carry on the work, and the following 
amounts have to be acknowledged :—

£  s.
H. Clark, Esq. . . . 3 3 o
Douglas Ellis, Esq. . . 1 1 o
E. M. Gilbert Lodge, Esq. . 1 1 0
F. J. Melville, Esq. . . 1 t 0
Douglas Ragg, Esq. . . r t o
H. Lee, Ksq. . . . 10 6
L. \V. Crouch, Esq. . 5 0
E. A. Leigh, Esq. . 5 0
S R. Turner, Esq. . . 5 O
E. A. Smart, Esq. . . 2 6

Total . . . . /8  15 o

Further donations towards the expenses are 
asked for, and will l>e thankfully received and 
duly acknowledged. All donations, applications 
for tickets, and other matter relating to the Exhi
bition should be addressed to Mr. lT. F. Johnson, 
Stamp Exhibition Offices, 44 Fleet Street, E.C.

At 8.30 p.m. Mr. Douglas Ellis, Vice-President 
of the Society, gave us a very fine paper and dis
play of the stamps of Gambia, containing a large 
number of sheets of stamps and a very fine range 
of shades. Among the more interesting things 
that called for special mention from Mr. Ellis was 
the 1866 6d.t grey-green, showing the top lal>el, 
containing the name of the colony, sloping from 
left to right. Mr. Ellis also gave some very inter
esting information concerning the postmarks to 
lie found on the stamps. The collection was 
greatly admired by all present, and a vole of 
thanks proposed by Mr. K. J- Melville was 
seconded by Mr. E. A Leigh and carried with 
enthusiasm.

Mr. S. R. Turner gave some further informa
tion concerning the arrangement of exhibits at the 
forthcoming Exhibition, and the meeting closed 
at 9 40 p.m.

Junior Philatelic Society
M a n c h e s te r  B r a n c h
T ub first meeting of the session was held at the 
Deansgate Hotel on 3 October. Mr. Bernstein 
presided, and there were twenty-eight members 
present. After an address by the President, 
Messrs. E. O. King, V. Leigh, and J. Mating 
were elected members. Mr. W. W. Munn gave 
a display with notes of the stamps of Holland; 
he said the first stamps were issued on t January, 
1852, and consisted of three values— 5, 10. and 15 
cents. They were issued imperforate. In 1864 
the use of a perforating machine was made the 
occasion to introduce a new issue. The first 
printing was in use about two and a half years. 
A later printing was made by Enschede and Son 
of Haarlem, not at the Mint as before.

Printed by W . B r e n c o n  &  S o n , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n i  a v  G ib b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
9 November, 1907.
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Countries of the Would
By W.  P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L  

Falkland Islands
' T ' H E  Falkland Islands Cotdja

I constitute a Crown
Colony belonging to Jntcfaftuta •

Great Britain, and are fapo»o\f,
situated about 300 miles TaltalX

east by north of the Straits
of Magellan to the extreme
south-east of the South
American continent. They J u a v o i

consist of East Falkland,
3000 square miles ; West
Falkland, 2300 sq. miles ;
and about one hundred 
small islands, 1200 square 
miles, the chief of which 
are Great Swan, Saunders, 
Keppel, Pebble, Eagle, and 
Jason ; total, 6500 square 
miles. South Georgia, an 
inhospitable and generally 
ice-bound land with no per
manent inhabitants, is a 
distant dependency of the 
Falkland Islands. It was 
discovered in 1675 by a 
French navigator, La  
Roche, and exactly one 
hundred years later was 
taken possession of for the 
British Crown and named 
after the King.

The islands were first 
sighted by Davis in 1592, 
and visited in 1594 by 
Hawkins, who named them 
“ Maiden Isla n d s” in 
honour of Queen Elizabeth. 
They received their pre
sent name in 1689 from 
Strong, in compliment to 
his friend Lord Falkland. 
Little attempt at coloniza
tion was made till the 
e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y .  
French, Spaniards, and 
English successively  
essayed to form settle
ments, and the islands 
were seized now by one,
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now by another of the rival Powers. In 
1828 Argentine, which claimed to be the heir 
of the Spaniards in South America, possessed 
itself of the islands and made a concession 
to a Frenchman. The latters claim, how
ever, was not recognized by the Powers, and 
when he attempted to enforce it by levying 
taxes on North American whalers, his settle
ment was destroyed by a U nited States’ war 
vessel.

In 1833 the islands were permanently 
taken possession of by the British Govern
ment for the protection of the whale and sea 
fishery in the Southern Ocean, and they were 
for some time used as a convict station. 
Argentine, which called the group the “ Mal
vina Islands,” has never concealed the 
opinion that the islands properly belong to it.

They were formerly of more importance 
when the boisterous passage round Cape 
Horn was a great trade route, and ship 
repairing and victualling very necessary in 
that region. There are excellent harbours, 
an abundance of fish in the bays and creeks, 
and a plentiful supply of fresh water. There 
are practically no trees, but there is magnifi
cent pasturage, and the chief industry now 
is sheep and cattle raising, with the conse
quent exports of wool, hides, skins, and 
tallow. All the exports are to Great Britain, 
and trade is practically in the hands of one 
company. Penguins abound in great number.

The population is about 2000, almost 
entirely of European origin, and the place 
is one of the healthiest in the world, though 
not desirable as a residence owing to the 
damp and foggy atmosphere and exposure to 
the high gales which prevail at all times. 
The islands became a Crown Colony in
1892. The chief town is Stanley, with about 
900 inhabitants, and it is also the seat of 
government, which is administered by a 
Governor (W. L. Allardyce, C.M .G.), assisted 
by an Executive Council and a Legislative 
Council. The finances are in a prosperous 
condition, and the chief branch of expendi
ture is for the mails, about ^3000 a year. 
About 47,000 letters and 37,000 packets and 
parcels pass through the Post Office yearly.

Philatelic History
The stamps of the group make a very 

attractive collection. They are some of the 
handsomest of British Colonials, and are 
always safe to buy, inasmuch as they com
mand a ready sale. Philatelically there is 
little to learn, and though some of the earliest 
stamps are scarce, yet a complete collection 
is within the reach of most collectors. In
deed, no stamp is left unpriced in the Cata
logue, and the most expensive (a variety of 
a surcharge) is only 60s. Shades are nu
merous, and the issues from first to last free

from speculative or unnecessary varieties. 
Briefly, an honest, attractive, and well ex
ecuted group.

The first stamps were issued on 19 June, 
1878, and consisted of three values—  1 d., 6d., 
and is. Some authorities say the is. was 
issued later, but as the postage on ordinary 
inland letters was id. and on foreign letters 
6d., a shilling value would be more useful at 
this date than when the foreign postage was 
reduced later. The stamps were designed 
and printed from an engraving in taille-doucc, 
by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson, and Co., 
London, on unwatermarked wove paper, and 
were perforated 14, 14J. The head of Queen 
Victoria show n is apparently from the same 
design as the Transvaal stamps of the same 
year, and which were also produced by the 
firm mentioned. The w hole workmanship is 
very neat and artistic. The stamps were in 
sheets of sixty (ten rows of six), and were 
not perforated on the outer margins ; thus 
many stamps are to be found perforated only 
on three sides, and some only on two. The 
foreign postage was reduced to qd. in 
September, 1879, and a new stamp issued 
accordingly.

19 Jun e, 1878-Septem ber, 1879. N o  wmk.
Perf. 14, 14^. Unused. Used

id., claret 
4d., grey-black 
6 d., green 
is , bistre-brown

s. d .
25 O
45 °

6 o  

5 °

s. d. 
20  O 
12  6 

6  o  
6  o

In 1884 the contract for printing was trans
ferred from Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson, 
and Co. to Messrs. De La Rue and Co., of 
London, and the next supplies of the need
ful two values, id. and 4d., were on water
marked paper. The stamps were printed 
from the same plates, and the Catalogue 
lists these stamps with wmk. u p rig h t  and 
wmk. sidew ays, one of the few instances in 
which the distinction is made. It is said, 
however, that the correct position is upright, 
and that the sideways position betokens an 
error of printing. The colour of the 4d. in 
the De La Rue printing is appreciably darker.

1884. Same type. Wmk. Crown C A {upright), 
Perf. 14.

id ., claret . . . . 6 0  —
4d., olive-black . . . 1 0  1 6

1886. A s  last, but wink, sideways. 
id .t claret . . . . 1 6  2 6
4d., olive-black . . . 20 o 15 o

( 7V be continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E
T/k P rices quoted in the foregoing a rtic le  are taken from  00r p u b lish ers ' la test S to c k  B ooks, and are, 
therefore, the P rices  at Which S to n le p  G ibbons. L td ., Will h o ts  p leasure in suppiping onp o f  the 
stam ps that map be needed bp anp o f  our readers•
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Topical Hote$
By C H A R L E S  J. P H I L L I P S

1908 Catalogue

I  HAVE pleasure in announcing that we 
have pushed on with our priced Cata
logue for next year, and one part will be 

ready the first week in December, and the 
other early in January.

Owing to the great demand for European 
stamps, there seems to have been a run on 
Catalogue Part II, and the 1907 edition was 
entirely sold out some six or eight weeks 
ago. Hence it has been decided to publish. 
Part II before Part 1 .

Among the many improvements in Part 1 1  

1 note the following:—

F in la n d .— New list simplified, and based 
upon the articles of M. Hanciau, published 
in the M .J .

M ontenegro.— Entirely new list and re
vised prices, based upon my article in the
M . /., and some later information.

N ica ra g u a .— Later half of list rewritten 
and made very complete from special in
formation at our disposal.

S alvad or.— Entirely new list, based upon 
the article by Mr. J. li. Leavy, now appear
ing in the M . J .  In this article the dis
covery is for the first time made public of 
the numerous re p rin ts  in the “ Seebeck” 
stamps of Salvador. Our own stock has 
been carefully examined, and every stamp 
we sell is guaranteed to be an original.

S w itzerla n d .— The “ silk thread” stamps 
have been correctly classified, and the later 
issues divided into correct lists of perfora
tions and shades.

Siam .— Entirely new list, based on the 
articles of Mr. Poole.

Venezuela.— New and correct lists have 
been written of the provisionals of 1903, 
showing the various printings and errors.

IVcnden.— Entirely new list, based on the 
pamphlet of Mr. Svendson, of which a 
translation is appearing in the M . J .

An important feature in this new Cata
logue is that of the p ric e s , and here we 
shall be stronger and more complete than 
ever before, owing to the fact that in the 
Breitfuss Collection we secured hundreds of 
stamps of which we never had sufficient in 
hand to price, and we still adhere to the 
rule of pricing only stamps in stock and on 
sale at the moment of going to press.

The new Part II Catalogue will contain 
over 630 pages, that is fully fifty more than 
last year, but the price will be the same as 
last, viz. 2s. 6d. at 391 Strand, or 2s. iod. 
post free. P re p a id  orders can also be 
booked for Part I at 2s. 9d. each post free, 
or both volumes 5s. 7d. post free.

The demand will be very great, and 
orders will be posted in rotation as re
ceived, so those who want early copies 
should order a t once.

O ur new Catalogue (now in the press),
W ill be ready in two months or less.

W e book orders, prepaid,
So  you are not delayed;

Now send your P .O . and address.
T. L.

R ecen t P u rchases

1 F IN D  I have omitted to note some of the 
many collections we have recently pur
chased. The description of the Breitfuss 
Collection took up all available space, but 
my readers may like a few details of other 
smaller special collections that have recently 
been added to our stock.

N o rth  A m erica n  C olonials. —  We have 
bought the celebrated collection of Mr. E. B. 
Greenshields, of Montreal, including Canada, 
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Bruns
wick, Prince Edward Island, and British 
Columbia. This collection was of picked 
copies only, the bulk unused, and all in 
choice condition. It has been combined 
with our stock.

S a lva d o r.— We have bought one of the 
most complete collections of this country in 
existence. It was made in Salvador, and is 
wonderfully complete in all errors of the 
modern rare provisionals, as well as in the 
older issues. This collection has been sent 
to our American branch, as we have several 
large orders on hand in New York for this 
country.

P e rs ia .— We have bought a grand special
ized collection of this country of theearly issues 
only, formed by a leading member of the 
Royal Philatelic Society; every stamp is 
represented by numerous shades, and in 
most cases by strips and blocks showing all 
the varieties. It contains some very rare 
varieties in tete-beche stamps. This book is 
priced and now on sale.

N ica ra g u a .— Another nice specialized col
lection formed out there and now added to
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our stock books, which are just being re
arranged.

N ew foundland .— We recently purchased 
a nice collection in an 1862 “ Lallier ” album. 
In this we had a gem of a set of the 1857 
issue in sca rlet-verm ilio n , the 2d., 4d., 6d., 
6id., 8d., and is., all unused, brilliant colours 
and large margins. Advanced collectors 
will know how rare some of the above are 
when in this condition.

U nused B rit is h  C olon ia ls.— We also pur
chased a wonderfully fine collection of these, 
but we have sold nine-tenths of the lot, so 
there is no need to specify them, but I may 
mention a few odd things 1 have still on 
hand in m in t blocks o f fo u r.

Lagos.
1884. 5s., blue.

, ,  IOS., lilac-brown.

Gold Coast.
1883. id., blue, C A.
1891. 20s., green and red.

H ong Kong.
1863. 96 c., yellow.

Ceylon.
1861. Star, rough perf., 8d., yellow-brown.
1862. No wmk,, is., violet.

Etc., etc., etc.

T rin id a d  a n d  G renada.— We have just 
bought a nice collection of these two coun
tries, formed in the West Indies. The 
Grenada are especially good, and include 
some rare things in the provisionals, such as 
la rg e  diagonal postage on id., orange, 
unused and unsevered pair. Inverted sur
charges, etc. These two collections have 
been added to our stock books of the 
countries which have just been remade and 
which are now rather fine and complete.

Relative Rarity of “ Sydneys”
SOME time ago I prepared a list of used 
Sydney Views in our own stock and in the 
collections of four of my friends, all of whom 
are keen collectors of these stamps. I think 
it will be interesting to publish this list, or 
rather the totals of each variety, as we can 
then form a fair idea of the relative rarity, 
since we have here no less than 

1145 Sydney V iews

upon which to base our estimate. In one 
respect, however, this relative rarity will not 
be correct, and that is because two of my 
friends whose collections I have used have 
plated the stamps, and whereas one plate 
has been complete for years and therefore no 
more stamps added to it, yet in the rarer 
stamps they seek for every copy they can 
find to add to their plates: therefore the rarer 
varieties are even m ore ra re  than the follow
ing figures indicate.

id. Sydney, Plate I, yellowish paper . 121
id. 1» „ 1,

Plate II,
bluish ,, 5 3

id. >♦ yellowish ,, 67
id. j > „ H, bluish „ 90
id. >» „ II, laid ,, 4 7
2d. ?» Plate I, 109
2d. 11 „ I, re-engraved 4 4
2d. 1 * „ II, 144
2d. >» „ HI, 9 4
2d. „ HI, 

Plate III,
1st retouch, 62

2d. 1st retouch on laid 5 2
2d. 11 „ HI, 2nd ,, 86
2d. >> „ HI, 2nd ,, on laid 21
3 d. on yellowish paper . . 68
3 .̂ ii on bluish »» • • 6$
3 d. i» on laid

Total
__
I

From this we can see at once that two 
varieties are far rarer than any of the other, 
viz. the 3d. on laid paper, and 2d., Plate III, 
second retouch (pearl in fan), also on laid 
paper. Each of these varieties only comes 
out at about two per cent of the total, and 
in fair condition either of these stamps 
should be at least f \ o  used.

The next rarest are the 2d., Plate I, re- 
< engraved, and id., Plate II, on laid. These 

average about four per cent of the total, and 
ought to be cheap at £6 each in fair con
dition.

The 2d., Plate III, first retouch, seems 
to be a far rarer stamp than is generally 
supposed.

The International Philatelic Union
H eld  its third annual smoking concert at 
Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C., on 
Monday, 21 October last. There was a 
good attendance, and an enjoyable evening 
was spent. Mr. E. W. Wetherell was in 
the chair, and music, songs, recitations 
were contributed by Messrs E. N. Collins, 
Gustave Dreier, Vernon Irving, Frank 
L’Epine, E. S. Foster Hobbs, W. E. 
Lincoln, W. B. Mapplebeck, T. Jackson 
Phipps, Percy Scholey, and the Princes 
Vocal Quartette. “ Mystery," by Arthur 
Glynn, M.M.C. Mr. Gustave Dreier at the 
piano. ______

THE CENTURY ALBUM
Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and 

illustrated with several thousand full-sized repro
ductions o f the stamps. In  one volume, 622 pages. 
S ize o f each page, 10x 13  inches. Printed on one 
side o f  the paper only, catalogue and illustrations 
on th e left, and spaces to  correspond on the right- 
hand pages. All m inor varieties o f  perforation, 
waterm ark, and type are omitted, and only such 
varieties are included as can be distinguished by 
th e young philatelist. Space has been provided 
for som e 18,000 stamps, and provision made for 
new  issues by  th e insertion o f numerous blank 
pages.

Post-free, 13s. 4d.
Stanley Gibbons. Ltd..
3Pi Strand, London, W.C.
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British Stam ps used H broad
By I. J. B E R N S T E I N  a n d  C H A S .  N I S S E N
GROUP III'—continued 
A  10. K in g s to w n , S t . V in c e n t
O NE of the Windward Isles, of fair size 

and importance. St. Vincent stamps 
were issued exactly one year after the 

llritish stamps were withdrawn.
id., Large Crown, perf. 14.
4d., no letters.
6 d. „  „
I s* >, ,*

A l l .  C a s tr ie s , S t . L u c ia
Another of the Windward Isles, but of 

small importance. Issued stamps of its own 
in December, i860, six months after the use 
of British stamps ceased.

id., Large Crown, perf. 14.
2d. ,,
4d., no letters.
6 d . „  „
is- „

A  12 . B a s s e t e r r e , S t . C h r is to p h e r
One of the Leeward Islands. This island 

is small in area and of little importance. 
From i860, when the British control of the 
Post Office was withdrawn, postage was pre
paid in cash till April, 1870.

id., Large Crown, perf. 14.
4d., no letters.
6d. „ „
is. „  ,,

A  13 . T o r t o la
The principal of the Virgin Isles group. 

This is probably the office in the West 
Indies that had the least amount of corre
spondence to deal with, and the stamps are 
therefore undoubtedly the scarcest. The 
Virgin Isles stamps were issued in 1866.

6d., no letters,
is .  , ,  , ,

A  1 4 . S c a r b o r o u g h , T o b a g o
One of the Windward Isles, and of fair 

size. It is, however, not of very great com
mercial importance, most of its business 
being transacted by the neighbouring island 
of Trinidad. From i860 to 1879 it trans
acted its postal business without stamps, 

id., Large Crown, perf. 14.
4d., no letters.

A  1 5 . S t. G e o rg e ’ s, G re n a d a
Another of the Windward Isles, but of far 

greater importance, although only about the 
same area. It issued stamps of its own in 
1861.

Id., Large Crown, perf. 14.
4d., no letters.
6d. , ,  , ,
is . „  „

A  18 . E n g lis h  H a rb o u r , A n t ig u a
This was merely a sub-office of St. John’s, 

Antigua, and had very little correspondence 
to deal with. Only one variety of British 
stamp has been found used here.

6d., no letters.

A  9 1 .  V ir g in  I s le s
British stamps were used here from 

1859-60. The official number was retained 
after the introduction of Virgin Isles stamps, 
but was transferred about 1872 to Southsea 
(Hampshire). The following varieties only 
were used in these Leeward Isles :—  

id., Large Crown, perf. 14.
2d. „  „ „
4<1., no letters.
6d. ,, „
i s .....................

( To be continued.)

The Rarest Stam ps — continued
By P I E R R E  M A H E  (a l l  r i c h e s  r e s e r v e d .)

Errors of Watermark

E RRORS of this kind are met with more 
especially in the stamps of the English 
Colonies. The printer used, by mis

take, for printing a sheet of stamps one or 
several sheets of paper bearing a watermark 
of figures not corresponding with the value 
of the stamps being printed; e.g. New South 
Wales, 1854-6, portrait of Victoria in a 
rectangle, watermarx “ 1,” “ 5,’’ and “ 8” for 
the value twopence, blue ; “ 2 ” and “ 3” for 
the threepence, green; the same portrait, 
oval in an octagon, watermark “ 5” and “ 12 ” 
for the sixpence, violet. Tasmania, 1864-9,

portrait of Victoria in an octagon, watermark 
“ 6 ” instead of “ 12 ” for the 1/—, red. This 
last error has been discussed very much, and 
is not accepted by the publishers of this 
magazine.

It is without doubt to causes of this kind 
that are due the very numerous irregularities 
of watermarks to be seen in the stamps of 
Victoria, 1864.
Errors of Absent Watermark

One cannot explain in so many words 
the absence at the end of a sheet of water
marked paper of the whole row of water
marks which ought to be there. It seems to



3 i o GIBBONS STAMP W EEK LY

us that two causes produce this result: (i) an 
accident, that has led to the disappearance 
of the last row of letters in the “ dandy- 
roll," as the roller containing the watermark 
is called; (2) the matrix-paper has been 
too large, and thus has overlapped the last 
line of such letters or design.* This ab
sence, called an error, can be justified only 
by two stamps being found juxtaposed verti
cally, of which one has the watermark. One 
classes also among the errors stamps printed 
on paper without watermark, when the suc
cessive printings were made ordinarily on 
watermarked paper. But then it would be 
a case only of simply using unwatermarked 
paper instead of the watermarked paper, 
which was exhausted for the time.
Errors of Colour of Paper

Using for printing a sheet of paper 
specially designed for a stamp of another 
value. One knows thus: Baden, 1851, figure 
in circle, 9 kr., black on green instead 
of pink; Colombia, 1892-7, Arms in a 
decorated rectangle, 20 c., brown on buff 
instead of blue ; British Guiana, 1850, value 
in circle, 2 c., pale blue instead of pink. 
Only one copy of this error is known, and 
its price is inestimable. Mexico, 1861, por
trait of Hidalgo in an oval, black on colour ; 
the so-called errors of paper in these stamps 
are fancy printings executed at the same 
time as the reprints and obliterated falsely.
Stamps Lacking their Values

France, 1902, Liberty seated, value framed 
in the upper right corner, 10 c., rose, 20 c., 
lilac, 25 c., blue, 30 c., brown, without value 
in the label. The absence of the value arose 
thus: the figures of value are inserted at a 
second printing ; during the first printing one 
corner of the sheet was turned up and folded 
over ; then when the sheet was put in the 
press a second time the value was printed 
on the fold instead of in the space meant 
for it, and the isolated figure can be seen on 
the back in the corner of the sheet, in 
colour, while the space for it is left blank.

We have finished with the errors, and we 
will now speak of a certain kind of vignettes, 
which may be called “ quasi stamps,” and 
which are admitted generally into big 
collections, especially when the latter are 
specialized ; they are known as “ prepared 
stamps,” that is, stamps ready to be issued, 
but not issued in consequence of unforeseen 
circumstances. These vignettes must not 
be mixed up with essays or trials, which, 
offered by private persons, have not been 
accepted. Those which we are discussing 
belong to issues originally intended to be 
supplied to the public, but arrested in their

* A  more frequent cause is by placing the sheet care* 
lestly in the printing press, so that some of the stamps are 
printed on the margin o f the paper, which has no regular 
watermark. See Stam ps and Stam p Collecting.—  E d . 
G .S .W .

course. First, let us mention the stamp of 
France, 1849, 20 c., blue, head of Ceres, 
surcharged “ 25 c.” in red, prepared in view 
of possible delay in making the plate of the 
25 c., blue, but the latter having been pro
duced at the proper time, the surcharged 
stamps were rendered useless, and they 
were ordered to be destroyed. Of this 
“ 25 c.”, red on blue, only one specimen of 
the original printing in dull blue with sur
charge in carmine-vermilion is known. A 
reprint of it was made in 1862 which is very 
easy to recognize, the stamp having been 
printed in b rig h t blue, and the surcharge, 
slightly different from the first, in bright 
v e rm ilio n , generally very thickly printed. 
Other similar stamps are Spain, 1853, bear, 
2 cuartos, bronze ; Spain, 1857, Isabella II, 
12 cuartos, yellow; Confederate States, 1864, 
Calhoun, one cent, orange ; Great Britain, 
1840, id., black, letters v.R. at top; 
Mauritius, 1849, Britannia, no value below, 
brown-red, blue; New Brunswick, 1S61, 
portrait Connell, 5 c., brown. This last 
stamp was issued without authority from the
G.P.O. of St. John, and called in at once 
by the Government. It is contended that 
some specimens were issued ; if any could 
be found used  this rarity w ould be, naturally, 
most striking. The contention, however, is 
not proved, and doubt exists as to the issue.

We now come to a last kind of rarity—

Varieties of Perforation
Perforation means the perforating of four 

sides of a stamp so that it can be torn off 
easily. The teeth are counted for a space 
of two centimetres. The difference in the 
number of teeth found in two centimetres in 
the perforation of a stamp may form some
times a rarity, and the same stamp with the 
proper number of teeth may be worth, as 
such, only a few pence; but if, on the con
trary, it has fewer or more teeth, or if the 
number is not the same on all four sides, its 
value may rise to /40 and even to more. 
As is well known, the latter variety is termed 
“ compound perforation.” An example of 
the difference with regard to a simple perf. 
is Portugal, 1870-80, 10 reis, yellow ; perf. 
12J is worth a few pence only, but perf. 14 

An example with compound perf. is 
New Zealand, 1875-8, id., rose; perf. t2i, 
value 3d., the same, perf I2j by to, is priced 
at £■ $. In some cases a stamp with perfora
tions is very common, while rouletted it is very 
rare, and vice versa. Thus Finland, 1867-70, 
40 penni, pink, wavy roulette, is worth 6d. ; 
the same, perf. 12$, is worth from ,£32 to 
,£40. The contrary, that is, the absence of 
perforation in a stamp which ordinarily is 
perforated or rouletted, can also increase its 
value greatly.

N ote.-— T he rights o f reproduction and translation of 
all the artides from the pen of Mr. Mahd that have 
appeared in Gibbons Stam p Weekly are reserved.

( To be continued)
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Important Stam p Case
Stam p T ra d e  P ro tectio n  A sso cia tio n , L td ., V. T re h e rn e
Reproduced by courtesy o f  the u Stam p C o llecto rs F o rtn ig h tly *

H AROLD TREHERNE, whose age has 
previously been reported as twenty-one, 
but who is now stated to be under twenty, 

appeared before the Deputy Recorder at Brighton 
on Tuesday, 22 October, to take his trial on 
charges investigated before the Brighton Borough 
Bench on various dates in August and September 
last. Mr. E. E. Humphreys appeared for the 
prosecutors, and Mr. Rose Innes represented the 
prisoner, who pleaded not guilty.

Before the case was entered upon Mr. Rose 
Innes asked that each indictment should be taken 
separately, and that all the witnesses should be 
ordered out of court.

The Deputy Recorder said that they would 
proceed upon the first indictment— that under 
which the prisoner was charged with obtaining 
£45 from Mr. Appleton, the moneys of the Stamp 
Trade Protection Association, Ltd*, and also 
ordered all witnesses out of court.

Mr. Humphreys, in opening the case for the 
prosecutors, said that the charge against the 
defendant was one of having attempted to obtain 
the sum of ̂ 45 from Mr. Thomas Charles Apple- 
ton by means of false pretences, and the false 
pretences were false pretences of a curious and 
ingenious nature. A large trade was done both 
in English, Colonial, and foreign stamps by 
people who liked to make collections and who 
got as great a number of varieties as they possibly 
could, and he dare say that the jury knew that 
considerable sums of money were given for stamps 
that were very rare. There were ordinary stamps, 
and in addition there were what were known as 
“ surcharged” stamps. They were surcharged 
by letters or words being overprinted on the 
stamps. As an instance of the way surcharging 
was done, he might point out that an official body 
would perhaps have ordinary stamps to send out. 
He had one such before him of the Ceylon post
age, two cents, and on that was printed the 
words “ On Service" that was termed a sur
charge, and that showed that those stamps had 
not been paid for but were used by a particular 
individual in the service of the Government. Of 
course there were not so many of those surcharged 
stamps as there were of the ordinary stamps 
without the surcharge on them. The consequence 
was that the surcharged stamps were rarer than 
the ordinary stamps, and, of course, in the eyes 
of a collector were much more valuable. There 
were a number of different surcharges put on in 
that way. There was the “ On Service” to 
which he had already referred, there was the 
“ O.W.”, which meant “ Office of Works,” and 
several of that nature. There was also another 
system of surcharging which was done in this 
way. He had before-him two penny English 
stamps—the old rsd English stamp. Before 
Cyprus had any stamps at all it was necessary 
that they should have some stamps to use, and 
accordingly the old English stamps were sent out 
to them with the word “ Cyprus” printed on

them. Another example of surcharging was 
when a postmaster ran out of a particular sort of 
stamp: say that he ran out of 2d. stamps, but he 
had a number of 3d. and 6d., he would put on 
those stamps the figure 2d. The consequence 
was, as the jury would easily see, that there were 
few of those stamps, and collectors would give 
considerably larger sums of money for those sur
charged stamps than for a similar stamp not sur
charged. The defendant was dealing in stamps, 
and he was apparently dealing from different 
addresses under different names. He had dealt 
with a Mr. Kirkpatrick, 157 Strand, London, 
since December, 1905. He had bought off and 
on parcels of stamps from Mr. Kirkpatrick repre
senting that he was a dealer. He had bought 
them under the name of West from 130 London 
Road, Brighton. That was not the defendant’s 
address, nor was it his name. It was simply a 
place where he had letters left for him. Mr. 
Kirkpatrick, after dealing with him for some time, 
noticed that he was buying a considerable number 
of stamps that lent themselves to surcharging— 
that is, he was buying a lot of original stamps, 
which stamps, if they had been surcharged, would 
have been worth a great deal of money. Noticing 
this, Mr. Kirkpatrick called together two or three 
gentlemen who were interested in stamp dealing, 
and he sent the stamps that West had written for; 
but first of all he marked the stamps in a particular 
and secret way, and then made notes of the 
marks that had been put upon the stamps, so 
that the latter could be recognized. All the 
stamps that were sent were not surcharged in 
any way— they were plain stamps. That was 
done during May and June, and in July Mr. 
Appleton, who was the prosecutor in the case, 
wrote to a Mr. G. Arnold, of 3 Russell Square, 
Brighton, for a collection of stamps which had 
been advertised for £45. Mr. Appleton wrote 
from Yorkshire for the collection, and the album 
which was sent to him was now in court. It 
contained stamps of various kinds, and amongst 
those that were sent to Mr. Appleton were fifteen 
stamps that had been sent by Mr. Kirkpatrick to 
Mr. West; but those stamps, instead of appearing 
in the condition they were sent by Mr. Kirk
patrick, had been surcharged, and they appeared 
in the album as surcharged stamps. The secret 
marks were on each of the stamps and there 
could be no question about that. There was no 
doubt that those stamps —  fifteen of them — 
appeared now as surcharged stamps, thereby, of 
course, increasing in value the collection. It was 
plain that the surcharges had been forged. Mr. 
Appleton would tell them that he received a letter 
about 24th July, which, however, contained no 
date, as follows :—

“  3  R u s s e l l  S q u a r e ,
“  D e a r  S i r , “  B r i g h t o n .

“ I have been away for some time, and this 
is the first opportunity I have had of replying to 
your letter. I have now sent you by parcel post
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my collection of 6000 varieties for which I am 
asking £45 cash. To the best of my knowledge 
all the stamps are genuine, bar some of the early 
Japanese, which I think are probably faked. If 
you don’t want to buy the entire collection I will 
sell any stamp out of it at quarter catalogue 
price. Please reply immediately.

44 Yours faithfully,
“  G . A r n o l d . ”

G. Arnold was the defendant, and this (exhibit
ing an album) was the collection which was sent 
to Mr. Appleton. When Mr. Appleton received 
the album he found that some of the stamps that 
Mr. Kirkpatrick had sent out not surcharged were 
surcharged, plainly showing that they were 
forgeries, and he then communicated with the 
police. Superintendent Wood went to prisoner’s 
house, and there he found a printing press.

Mr. Rose Innes said that, as a matter of fact, 
that had nothing whatever to do with the charge ; 
no search warrant whatever was applied for nor 
was any search made. He should take formal 
objection to the admission of any evidence regard
ing the printing press to which learned counsel 
had referred.

Mr. Humphreys said that at all events there 
was the fact that the superintendent found the 
printing press, and he also found stamps that had 
been surcharged by the prisoner. There were 
some of the identical stamps that had been sent 
down by Mr. Kirkpatrick not surcharged. The 
superintendent found a good many stamps. He 
found letters addressed to A. West, and he also 
found type set up to print some of the actual 
surcharges, and he found a number of blocks for 
that purpose, which he would let the jury see. 
On these facts he arrested the defendant on the 
present charge. It would be for the jury to say 
whether or not defendant did surcharge those 
stamps himself. Knowing all the while that they 
were not surcharged stamps at all, when he sent 
them to Mr. Appleton asking ^45 for them, he 
said they were, to the best of his belief, all 
genuine stamps except the early Japanese. These 
were the facts of the case. If the jury came to 
the conclusion that the prisoner had himself sur
charged the stamps, or got somebody else to do 
it, and endeavoured to obtain that money, they 
must find him guilty. He lielicved that they 
would come to the conclusion that prisoner had 
been carrying on that system for some time, and 
by that means he had been endeavouring to get 
money from Mr. Appleton and other people.

Mr. W. Boyd Kirkpatrick was then called and 
examined by Mr. Humphreys. He said he was 
a stamp dealer, carrying on business at 157 
Strand, London.

How long have you been carrying on business? 
— For about fifteen years.

Have you had dealings with any one of the 
name of West?— Yes, from early in December, 
1905. West wrote me from 130 London Road, 
Brighton.

Did he give you an order for certain stamps? 
•—Yes, he was buying stamps from me from 
December, 1906, to June, 1907. Included in 
an order which he received in May this year 
were some stamps which had been surcharged. 
He ordered English stamps above plate number 
170.

Were any of the stamps with the plate number 
below 170 surcharged ?— Not with 44 Cyprus.” I 
sent him part of the stamps he ordered. I had 
not got them all in stock.

Did you mark them before you sent them?— 
Yes, I marked some stamps which I sent him on 
the 31st May.

Were those English id. stamps, or other stamps 
as well ?— I only sent him id. red English stamps.

Were they above the 170 plate mark?—Yes.
Did you mark those stamps?—Yes, they were 

all marked.
Who marked them?—There were four present 

at the marking of stamps. I marked some, and 
Mr. Oliver, Mr. Hadlow, and Mr. Telfer also 
marked some. I prepared a list of those which 
were marked, and on the list there is a record of 
a secret mark which was put upon the stamps. I 
sent those stamps to Mr. A. West, of London 
Road, Brighton.

Did you have another meeting with the three 
gentlemen who were with you when you marked 
the stamps ?—Yes, on the 26th June.

Did you then send some more stamps to Mr. 
West?— I did.

Did all the stamps which you sent lend them
selves to surcharging?— Yes ; defendant asked for 
them not surcharged.

Continuing, witness said that on that occasion 
also some of the stamps that were sent were 
marked in a secret way. He produced the list 
of stamps sent and the markings that were made 
on them.

All those stamps were sent out in an unsur- 
charged condition ?— Yes, it is so.

What would be the difference in the value of 
those stamps surcharged and not surcharged ?— In 
some cases very considerable.

Witness was then handed up the album which 
was sold to Mr. Appleton, and identified a 15 cent 
Negri Sembilan which had been sent out unsur
charged and which was now surcharged. He said 
that unsurcharged the price of the stamp would 
l>e about 2s. Surcharged it was catalogued at 
15s., but he should consider it to be worth about 
10s. He would sell it at that price.

Here is an 8 cent Negri Senihilan. lilac and 
blue. What is the difference in the price of that ? 
— Unsurcharged it would be worth about 4d.; a 
surcharged one a person might consider to be 
worth about £ 3. Another person might think it 
worth £ $ .

A 5 cent Pahang overprinted “ Four cents” ? 
— Unsurcbarged it would be worth about 4d., 
surcharged 5s.

A 4 cent Ceylon,, not surcharged and over
printed with 2 cents?— Not surcharged about 4c!., 
surcharged from 10s. to 20s.

Here is a 6d., carmine, Orange River Colony 
that was sent to the defendant not surcharged. 
It is now surcharged 44 V.R.I. 6d.” What would 
be the difference in value?—The price unsur
charged would be 2s., surcharged about £ \.

A id. English, red, plate number 174, sur
charged “ Cyprus” ?— Unsurcharged the value 
would be about 4d., and surcharged about £ 1.

May I take it that all those stamps, or some of 
them that you marked, are in this album which 
was sold to Mr. Appleton ?—Yes.

And they are all there in a different condition 
from that in which you sent them out ?—Yes#
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Can you tell me generally what is the differ
ence in value between the unsurcharged stamps 
and the surcharged ?— It is a very wide range.

The Deputy Recorder: But there is a very 
large increase in value, I take it?

Witness: Not always; sometimes the stamps 
are worth less when surcharged.

Mr. Humphreys: Are there any of that sort in 
this album?— No.

All are worth more with the surcharge ?— Yes, 
much more.

What do you think that this collection is worth 
as it is ?—I value the collection at about £  10.

Assuming these surcharged stamps had been 
genuine, what do you then say the value would 
be?—If all the stamps had been genuine, I should 
think the collection would have been worth about 
/40 or /50.

Cross-examined by Mr. Roselnnes: You are 
a member of the Stamp Trade Protection Asso
ciation, Ltd. ?— I am.

And they are the prosecutors in this case?— 
Yes.

Are Stanley Gibbons and Co. persons who pub* 
lish recognized catalogues of values of stamps?—  
They publish price lists of their own stock.

But is this price list the one generally used 
throughout the trade?— Yes; it is considered the 
best guide.

Altogether in this album that the defendant 
sold to Mr. Appleton there are something like 
six thousand stamps?— Yes, I think there are.

Do I understand you to represent to the jury 
that these six thousand stamps without these 
alleged forgeries are only worth ^10, the book 
included ?—*Yes, to a dealer who has to buy to 
sell again.

What are they worth to a person buying in 
quite an ordinary way, not a dealer?— It would 
depend whether he bought them separately or 
collectively. To an ordinary person they would 
be worth about £12  or ^15.

Do I understand you to say that the stamps 
that were sent out and that came back with the 
surcharge on them increased the value of the 
album ^ 3 5 ?— Very nearly.

How many in the album of stamps supplied by 
you and sent to West are there that have come 
back surcharged?—About twenty.

I suggest there are not more than fifteen?— 
Well, I have not counted them.

Do you agree with this, that in any collection 
of stamps the price increases in greater volume as 
the numbers increase ?— Yes.

For instance, a collection of three thousand 
different stamps might be worth £ 7  10s., whereas 
four thousand— only one thousand more— would 
be worth £15?—Well, I consider that putting it 
a little too high.

1 put it to you that a collection numbering 
five thousand would be worth, say, £ 2 5, and a 
one collection of six thousand worth £35 ?—Well, 
collection of five thousand might be worth £  rooo.

But is it not a rough and ready rule that as you 
go on progressing in lumbers the price increases 
out of all proportion?—Yes.

Re-examined by Mr. Humphreys: The value 
of the collection must depend, I take it, upon the 
individual stamps it contains?—Yes, and their 
condition.

So that a collection that contains a number of 
stamps unsurcharged would not be so valuable as a 
collection which contained the same stamps sur
charged as these have been by the defendant ?— 
Not by any means.

At this point the Court adjourned for luncheon.

Immediately on the reassembling of the Court, 
Mr. Rose Innes said that during the adjourn
ment he had had an opportunity of consulting 
with his client, and after hearing the evidence of 
Mr. Kirkpatrick, he felt it would be somewhat 
difficult to ask the jury to say that all the stamps 
in the album were in the same condition as when 
Mr. Kirkpatrick sent them out, and under the 
circumstances he had advised his client, and he 
had taken the advice, to plead guilty to the in
dictment.

That only referred to the first indictment; 
with regard to the remaining two, he did not 
think they need trouble about them. In taking 
this course he (learned counsel) would like to 
say one or two words which might influence the 
Bench in their decision. The first fact was, that 
defendant was not yet of age—he was under 
twenty. The second fact was, that there was 
absolutely nothing against him except the present 
charge. The third fact was, and he believed his 
learned friend for the prosecution had some cog
nizance of it, that acting behind the prisoner, as 
was very often the case where young people were 
concerned, were some more active and lietter re
munerated persons.

The Deputy Recorder: I think we may infer 
that.

Mr. Rose Innes said that the society which 
was prosecuting naturally desired to protect the 
interests of the stamp trade and those persons 
who dealt in stamps, and it was equally anxious 
to get at those who had originated these frauds. 
They had intimated that if information lie given 
them which would assist them in getting at the 
persons who were really at fault they would not 
press the present charge unduly against the 
prisoner. He was therefore content to leave the 
matter entirely in the hands of the Court.

Mr. Humphreys said he quite appreciated the 
view which his learned friend had taken of the 
case. He did feci that there was some one 
behind this young man, and if they were right 
in what they thought, they were the persons who 
really ought to be before the Court. He quite 
appreciated what his learned friend had said, and 
he might say on behalf of the prosecution that 
they had no wish to unduly press the charge, and 
he would be prepared to agree to whatever course 
the Court thought best to take.

The jury, at the direction of the Deputy 
Recorder, returned a formal verdict of guilty.

Addressing the defendant, the Deputy Recorder 
said: I am not going to pass judgment against 
you. Your case will go over until the next 
sessions, when the Recorder will no doubt l>e 
sitting. The other two indictments can lie in 
the office. You will enter into your own recog
nizance and that of another person to come up 
for judgment at next sessions to he held at this 
town. Then your case will be dealt with and 
consideration given to all the circumstances con
nected with it.
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Leeipand Islands’
By P A U L  H O W A R D

O N the Caribbean Sea the cannibal 
Caribs of old time lived. These 
Caribs were not quite extinct fifty 

years ago, and no doubt many of them have 
been merged into the present races. An 
American paper once gave an account of an 
interview with one of the original stock, and 
this old father Carib gave his opinion on the 
eating qualities of various nations. Spaniards, 
said he, were tough, the Chinese were sour, 
etc. However, those days have gone by, 
and the English are now in possession.

There are five presidencies: Antigua, 
St. Christopher (now St. Kitts), Dominica, 
Montserrat, and the Virgin Islands.

Antigua has been in English hands for 
nearly three centuries, and in the days of 
Drake was a famous naval station. Its area is 
about a hundred square miles. Of its stamps 
the id. of the first type is within everyone’s 
reach, and the £d., 2^d., and qd. of the 
second issue. These are fish that usually 
come first to the net, and they make a good 
start. After them, if means allow, may 
follow the 6d. and is. denominations, to
gether with any varieties of watermark or 
perforation that are accessible. Every one 
knows the delightful sensation of climbing 
an apple tree in search of apples which may 
just be out of reach ; it is a similar sensation 
to go through the pages of the catalogue and 
covet the unobtainable varieties until one 
has “ saved up ” sufficient cash to be able to 
get them. The series of 1903, displaying 
the Seal of the Colony, is a pretty set. The 
abbreviated Latin inscription on the stamp 
may be a puzzle to some: “ Sigill. Inss.” 
apparently means “ Seal of the Islands.”

Of St. Christopher the |d., id., 2$d., and 
4d. of the 1882 issue, and the 6d. of 1870, 
should come easily. There are also four 
revenue stamps used for postage which are 
interesting, and not hard to get, and higher- 
priced kinds may be added as funds permit. 
Here, again, it may be a case of climbing the 
apple tree.

After these comes St. Kitts, with its two 
pretty pictures of 1903. Columbus is peer
ing through a telescope— before telescopes 
were invented ; the stamp is thus a curiosity. 
Some wag has declared that Columbus is 
really looking into a bottle, to see if there’s 
any chance of a drink being left in a comer 
of it.

The other picture represents the Sulphur 
Bath at Nevis, where two kind ladies are 
dealing with a sick person laid at their feet. 
One of them has apparently filled a pitcher 
from the two abundant streams that flow
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from the rock behind ; from the pitcher she 
is pouring out the water into a cup in her 
hands. She is a careful lady, because, as far 
as one can see, there are two cups in her 
arms ; no doubt one is there in case the 
other should accidentally get broken. The 
second lady is reaching out for the cup, and 
presently the patient will drink. The scene 
is full of care and loving-kindness. What 
with the sulphur and the two nice ladies, 
and their evident anxiety to do their best, 
the patient ought to recover. No doubt this 
stamp has done much to advertise the healing 
waters.

Of Dominica the id., id., 2 d̂., and 4d. of 
the earlier issues again come easily ; others 
may be added as riches increase. The 
pictorials of 1903 are big attractive stamps, 
giving the world a view of the island from 
whence they come. It is the largest and 
loftiest of the Leewards, 30 by 15 miles 
in extent, with two big towns, Roseau and 
Portsmouth. Most of the used stamps bear 
one or other of these names thereon in the 
shape of a postmark. The varieties of these 
pictorials promise to be numerous, but this 
fact need cause no distress ; a dozen varieties 
of any stamp always means that one, at 
least, is within reach, of each denomination.

Of Montserrat the earlier stamps are 
rather dearer; perhaps the four lower values 
are reachable, but for the rest it may be a 
case of climbing the tree. The present 
issue, bearing a representation of the colony’s 
seal, is a bit hard to get in a used condition; 
it might save the worry of looking for them 
if a set of unused were purchased— the set 
costs but a few shillings. The colours are 
bright and gay, far brighter than future issues 
promise to be, if the new scheme of plain 
colours which is proposed comes into use; 
since there are changes ahead, or even now 
taking place, the investment cannot but be 
wise and profitable.

On this island many an English planter is 
growing limes and making lime-juice to be 
shipped over to the mother country. The 
scenery is delightful, the island having the 
reputation of being the healthiest of the 
group, although there are three volcanoes 
m the hills. Perhaps it is healthy as long 
as the volcanoes keep quiet.

The Virgin Islands (two of which belong 
to Denmark) are a long and scattered group; 
sometimes one small islet will hold one 
plantation only. The four chief islands are 
Tortola, Anegada, Virgin Gorda, and St. 
Thomas. They do not seem to be so 
prosperous as they once were, for here and
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there ruins of old plantations may be seen ; 
still, the islanders are great poultry rearers, 
sugar and cotton growers, and they work a 
copper mine. Also they issue stamps, three 
different issues once being on sale at the 
same time.

The earlier Virgin stamps are accessible 
only to collectors with long pockets, and 
both the 1899 Queens and the current Kings 
may have to be purchased in unused sets. 
Still there is a charm in looking at the 
earliest pictures of the Virgin, with the 
curious stars above her head, and there is a 
id. value of this first type which is easily 
obtainable.

This finishes the group; but in all these 
five presidencies there is another set of 
stamps running concurrently: the Leeward 
Islands’ stamps. At every local post office 
you may have your choice of the two issues : 
if you live in Antigua, and have patriotic 
tendencies, you will buy Antiguan stamps ; 
if you are m a hurry, and “ don’t care a 
hang,” you may purchase Leewards.

Leeward Islands’ Queens are considered

The 44 Earthquake
By “ U N C L E  T O M ”

H AVE you got the 3d., 6d., and is. 
stamps of Jamaica, multiple water
mark, and a copy (or more) of the 

Barbados Relief Fund stamp, in your album 
yet? If not, some one may presently de
clare you to be lacking in patriotism.

For Jamaica is British, and her sorrows 
are our sorrows. The multiple Queens were 
in the General Post Office at Kingston at the 
time of the catastrophe— possibly the actual 
stamps in your album have felt the shock of 
the earthquake. For one of the postal em
ployees was killed by a wall of the office 
falling on him, and for a time the stock of 
stamps was buried under the debris. In a 
reverent sense they should be a reminder to 
every sympathetic collector of that unfor
tunate time. The Barbados Relief Fund 
stamps were issued on purpose to help the 
sufferers; there is already an opinion in 
some quarters that we English do not care 
quite so much as we might for the welfare of 
our West Indian possessions, and any rebuff 
these stamps should happen to receive 
might possibly be taken as further evidence 
of this mood.

“ What is Jamaica like?” asked Queen 
Isabella of Spain, and Columbus answered 
by taking a sheet of paper, crumpling it up 
in his hands, then spreading it out again—  
all creased into hills and valleys. “ That, 
my Sovereign, is Jamaica,” he replied. It is 
a “ crumpled” island, all hills and dales, 
peaks and gorges, fissures and precipices,

everywhere as well worth possessing ; they 
belong to that type of lilac Queen’s Head 
which has fascinated generation after genera
tion of collectors, and they are neither scarce 
nor very dear. Then there is a Jubilee set, 
which wae sold out during the first days of 
its existence, although the three lower values 
are within reach, and are good things to 
have. The three surcharges of 1902 are also 
interesting, and are necessary to a repre
sentative display.

The King’s Heads, now current, are 
obtainable in sets at a percentage over their 
face value, and since changes are in the air 
delays are dangerous. The 2jd. and 3d., 
single C A, have already disappeared, and 
may cost a shilling or two to get now, but the 
other denominations are still running.

An alburn containing the stamps mentioned 
above can never be without inspiration and 
delight, and the collector has the satisfaction 
of knowing he is gathering stamps«that are 
of value, a value which must increase as the 
years go by.
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with streams, waterfalls, cascades, rivers and 
mineral springs, all through its extent of 
fifty by one hundred and fifty miles. The 
harbour at Kingston claims to be the sixth 
finest in the world.

There was an earthquake in 1692, when 
the town of Port Royal slipped bodily into 
the sea, and to-day, when the water is clear, 
masses of masonry may be seen in the sea
bed— the relics of the older town on the site 
of which Kingston now stands. U nder the 
red buoy that lies at the entrance to the 
harbour are the remains of the church that 
slid into the sea two centuries ago.

On the 14th of January, 1907, a meeting 
was in progress in Kingston, and dis
tinguished persons were present: the Gover
nor, an Archbishop, three M.P.’s (one of 
whom was Mr. Henniker Heaton), and 
several lords, ladies, and people of title. A 
paper was being read on “ Sugar Growing,” 
when suddenly the floor of the room rose 
up, the walls cracked and bent, the roof fell 
in patches, the assembly was blinded with 
dust, and the president was thrown out of 
his chair.

There was a stampede for the door—  
which was twisted into splinters— several 
ladies fainted, the door became blocked with 
struggling humanity, and by this time one of 
the walls of the room had fallen outward. 
Eventually every one got outside, and no one 
was seriously injured. It was noticed that 
during the earthquake the Archbishop was
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the only person who did not s t ir ; he sat 
clutching the arms o f his chair all the 
time.

Outside there was dust and smoke, and at 
first a great silence as if the town had been 
stunned. Then cries arose, and fires broke 
out, and the brilliant assembly soon found 
work to do. People had to be dragged out 
from ruined houses, in some cases badly 
hurt, or minus a leg or an arm. In one 
house a lady was standing before a ward
robe ; the wall crashed in, and the wardrobe 
fell on the lady like a trap. On the top of 
the wardrobe the roof came down, and the 
frightened woman had to lie imprisoned till 
a rescue party liberated her. T h e bank 
caught fire, and the clerks fetched out the 
bullion from the vaults through the flames. 
Forty-five patients were burnt to death in 
the hospital. T he streets were full of gallop
ing and screaming men and women. The 
live wire o f the electric tramway, falling in 
the street, twisted like a serpent in and out 
through the stampeding crowds, and some 
lost their lives by contact with it. The 
Governor was on the spot all that night, and 
the greater part o f the next day, without rest 
or intermission, conducting the operations of 
the fire brigade, and the blowing up of

buildings .to stay the spreading of the fires.
' Eighteen hundred dead were either buried 
, or cremated, and 60,000 people were rendered 
I homeless.

T h e Relief Fund stamps were only one of 
the many channels immediately opened to 
supply relief. T he idea would naturally 
occur to a postmaster that possibly even 
stamps might help. E very possible method 
of rendering assistance was thought of, and 
the issuing o f these surcharged stamps was 
one o f  the results. H alf the proceeds went 
to the fund, and the collector who purchases 

I his copy is indirectly a contributor.
Tw elve thousand, it is said, were issued, 

and one might imagine the earthquake had 
affected the printing machine, so many are 

I the varieties it managed to produce. A  con- 
I temporary mentions that a stop was s/nrie/i 

out— which creates a “  no stop ” variety. 
Perhaps the printers were suffering to some 
extent from excitement, for they inverted 
some of the surcharges ; and an American 
remarks that this inverted surcharge serves 
as an excellent reminder to him of the in
verted dwellings o f the Jamaicans. Ir
reverent man ! Still, there is a certain 
fitness in things being inverted when earth
quakes are about.

Omnium Gatherum
By “ P H I L O L O G O S ”
The International Reply-paid Stamp.
A correspondent of the Collectionncur de 
Timbres-Poste writes from the Hague to 
suggest that doubtless the new International 
Reply-paid Coupon will be used very little 
in Holland, seeing that the post offices in 
the great towns are nowadays provided with 
the stamp answering to the value of 2^d. 
in the chief countries. The correspon
dent takes a view rather too limited. The 
new coupon is to afford facilities all over the 
world. Under the happy-go-lucky chance 
system of finding the desired foreign stamp 
or stamps at the post office many of the 
smaller countries would be put quite out of 
court, and, moreover, the new issues follow 
on so quickly in South America, as a  rule, 
that one issue would be out of use before 
the stamps abroad had been used. The 
idea, as mentioned by the correspondent re
ferred to, would be all very well if it could 
be carried out on a large scale, and especially 
between two neighbouring countries like 
Holland and Belgium, which frank their 
letters mutually with 20 centimes instead of 
25 c. France has been negotiating with 
certain bordering countries—e.g. Belgium, 
Switzerland, etc.— to reduce the postage of 
letters within a fixed zone. M. Maury points

out that as the postage of a letter between 
France and the Colonies is only 10 centimes, 
it would be well for France to issue a Reply- 
paid Coupon of that value. 1

Pigeon Post
It  is announced that the pigeon post in
stalled at Brazzaville; the French station on 
the Congo River, near Stanley Pool, is now 
working for a distance of 190 miles around 
that town and in every direction, as the 
pigeons have been trained most carefully. 
It is now a question of establishing other 
pigeon posts at distances of 125 miles from 
Brazzaville to Lake Chad.

Herr Amtsrichter a/D Heinrich Fraenkel 
One of the pleasantest evenings that I have 
ever passed in Germany, and I have passed 
very many, was that which I spent in the 
charming company of Herr H. Fraenkel in 
his house in Berlin. Abler pens than mine, 
and men who knew him far better than 1 
did, have dealt with his life and works. 
But I may be allowed to add my little testi
mony to the kindly nature of the man whose 
death leaves a gap which will be very diffi
cult to fill in philatelic circles.
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Deu> Issues
By FRANK PHILLIPS

I should be most grateful If readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 
Issues of stamps, new or projected, i f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once if  
desired, together with stamp for postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FR A N K  PH ILLIP8, 391 S tra n d , L o n don , W .C.

Anjouan.—Monsieur Champion has shown us 
a 45 c. of the current type.

Per/, 14X13*.

45 c., black on green

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

Cayman Isles.— Mr. J. R. C, Lyons has 
kindly forwarded us a specimen of the provisional 
$d., overprinted on the id., from which we are 
now able to give a correct illustration of the over* 
print.

O n eHalfpenny.
Mr. Lyons tells us that, besides minor varieties 
possibly due to defective inking, he has found the 
following, which occur in similar positions on 
both panes, thereby proving that the sheet of 120 
stamps was overprinted in two operations from 
the same plate. In stamp No. 12 the second 
half of the lower line of the overprint is noticeably 
out of alignment, sloping downwards. In Nos. 18 
and 24 the overprint has slipped down, and is at 
least 1 mm. lower than other overprints on the 
same line.

Costa Rica.— The new issue of postage stamps 
referred to in our issue of last week has already 
appeared, and we have to thank Sefior A. V. 
Orillac for sending us a set.

S o  wm k. Per/. 13}, 14.
Unused. Used, 

r .  d . s . d .
t cent., indigo and chestnut-brown . . — —
2 ,, black and yel l ow-green. . .  —  —
4 ,, indigo and carmine-red on toned . — —
5 „  indigo and orange-buf f . . .  —  —

so ,, black and blue . . . .  —  —
20 „  slate and olive . . . .  —  —
25 „  myrtle and lavender . . —  —
50 „  indigo-blue and reddish lilac * —  —

1 col., black and sienna . . .  . —  —
a „  myrtle and claret . . . .  —  —
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French P.O.*s in China.— M. Th. Champion 
has very kindly forwarded us a set of stamps 
bearing an entirely new surcharge in tents and 
piastres. The second line of the overprint ex* 
presses the value in Chinese characters, and 
naturally varies on each value.

“  L a  Souffritrc." Per/. 14 x  13).
Unused. Used.

S. d. s. d.
45 c., brown on light violet . . —  —

I Hungary. — The Bulletin Champion (25. io .o j ) 
| chronicles three of the current Postage Due 
! stamps, perforated 15, instead of 114, 12.

Overprinted in  black. Per/. 1 4 X 1 3 ) .

Unusrd. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

a cents on 5 c., green . . . .  —  —
4 ,, 10 (c.), carmine . . .  —  —
6 >• *5 ,, pale red . . .  —  —
8 „  20 „  brown-purple . . — —

to ,t as ,, blue . . .  —  —
ao „  50 „  brown and lavender —  —
40 „  1 fr.y lake & yellow-green . —  —

a pi. on 5 fr., deep blue and buff . — —

Postage Dues. Centre figure in black. Per/. 15.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
6 f., g r e e n ....................................... —  —

xo f.  —  —
20 f. ,,  —  —

Indian Settlements.—For illustration see 
“ Anjouan.”

Tablet type. Per/. 14 x  13).
Unused. Used. 

s d. s. d.
45 c., black on green . . .  —  —

French Guiana. — Monsieur Champion has 
kindly shown us a new 45 c. of the current pictorial 
type.

" Gold Washer." Per/. 14X13).
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
45 c., olive-brown . . . .  —  —

Gaboon.— For illustration see “ Anjouan.”

Tablet type. Per/. 14X13).
45 c., black on green . . . .  —  —

Grand Comore.— For illustration see “ An
jouan.”

Tablet type. Per/. 14X13).
43 C., black on green . . .  —  —

Guadeloupe.—L e  T im b re-P oste  (25.10.07) re
ports the issue of a 45 c, of the current pictorial 
type.

Indo-Chin&.— M. Champion has shown us the 
low values of the new pictorial set; the high 
values appeared first, and were chronicled in our 
issue of 31 August.

H ead and value in black. Per/. 14X13).
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
t c., s e p i a .................................... —  —
3 c., b r o w n .................................... — —
4 c., b l u e .....................................—  —
5 c., green . . . . —  —

10 c., rose-carmine . . .  —  —
15 c ., m a u v e .................................... —  —
20 c. , . .................................... —  —
35 c., b l u e .................................... — —
30 c., purple-brown . . .  —  —
3 5c., olive-green . . . .  —  —
40 c., bistre-brown . . .  — —
45 c., oran ge. . . . .  —  —
50 c ,  carmine . . . .  —  —

Martinique.— For illustration see “ Anjouan.”
Tablet type. Per/. 14 x  13).

Unused. Used. 
s. d. t . d.

43 c., black on green . . .  —  -*
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Mauritius.—We have received a supply of the 
i rupee chronicled in our issue of 10 August. 
The stamp was not then quite accurately de
scribed, as it is printed on white, not grey paper. 
The watermark is multiple on surfaced paper.

Value in second colour. Wmk. M ull. C r. C A . Chalky
Paper.

Unused. Used. 
s. d, s. d.

i r.. grey-black and carmine . —  —

Mayotte.—For illustration see “ Anjouan.” 
Tablet type. Per/. 14 x  11$.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

45 c., black on green . . .  —  —

Moheli.—For illustration see “ Anjouan.’’
Tablet type. Per/. 14 X 13$.

unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

4$ c., black on green . . .  —  —

New Caledonia.—Le Timbre-Poste (25.10.07)
reports the issue of a 45 c, of the current set.

Per/. 14X13$.

45c. (? colour?) .

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

Nicaragua.—We have been shown a copy of 
a “ Vale 20 cts." on the 1 c., green, Official, with 
a double surcharge, both reading down.

<
&>
CD
t o
O
o
in

Official. Reading down.

20 c. on t c., green

Double surcharge, in black. 
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.

Oceanic Settlements.—For illustration see 
“ Anjouan.”

Tablet type. Per/. 14 x  13$.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
45 c., black on green . . .  —  —

Paraguay.—The Bulletin Chainpion(2$. 10.07) 
reports the issue of a 20 c. in green. This stamp is 
chameleonic in character, as in the space of a few 
months it has been chronicled in both purple and 
bistre.

Change 0 / colour. Per/. i i J, 12
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. 4 .
20 c., g r e e n .....................................—  —

Queensland.—We have just received a small 
supply of the four lithographed high values, viz. 
2S. 6<J., 5s., I Os., and £ \.

These were all chronicled in the Supplement to 
our Catalogue as being on Crow n and Q paper, 
but of the stamps we have before us only the $s. 
and £1 have the watermark Crown and Q, the 
2s. 6d. and 10s. being watermarked Crown over 
single-lined A, sideways, two watermarks appear
ing on each stamp. We believe the two latter 
stamps were originally chronicled in the Monthly 

Journal, on the authority of the Australian 
Philatelist, with the watermark Crown and Q.

We must now ask our readers to substitute for 
the former chronicle of the 2s. 6d. and 10s., the 
one given below.

Lithographed. Wink. Crown and  A  hvieet sideways. 
Per/. 12$, 13.

Unused. Used* 
s. d. s. d.

as. 6d.t vermilion . . . .  —  —
5s., deep brow n —  —
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Philatelic Societies
R oyal Philatelic Society, London
Preeldent: H.R.H. The Print* of Wat**, K.C.
Hon. 8*e.: J. A. Tilleard, 10 Qracechureh 8tr**t, E.C.
Meeting* : 4 Southampton Horn, W.C.,Alt*rnat* Thurtday* at 0p.m. 
Annual Subtoriptlon .- Town, £ 2  2*.: Country, £1 1$,

Programme—S ea so n  1907-8
Oct. 17— The Earl of Crawford, k .t . Notes on the 

“  Rainbow Series ” (1839-40) of Great Britain, 
or E atly Experiments of Messrs. Perkins 
Bacon and Pelch, with Display.

Nov. j — Mr. L. L . R . Hausburg. Paper on the Stamps 
o f British India, with Display.

Nov. 21— Rev. H . A. James, d. d. Display of portion 
of Collection.

Dec. 5— Mr. F. Reicbenheim. Paper on the Stamps of 
France, 1900-7, with Display.

Dec. 19— Mr. M. P. Castle, j. p. Paper on the Engraved 
Triangular Stamps o f the Cape o f  Good 
Hope, with Display.

1908
Jan. a— Mr. L . L . R . Hausburg. Paper on the First 

Issues ("H a lf-le n gth " series) o f Victoria, 
with Display and Lantern Enlargements.

Jan. 16—Mr. A . J . Warren. Paper on the Stamps of 
Holland and Colonies, with Display.

Feb. 6.— Mr. E . W . Weiherell. Paper on the Stamps 
of Spain, with Display.

Feb. ao— Mr. W . M. Gray. Display o f the Stamps of 
Great Britain, with Notes.

Mar. 5— H .R .H . The Prince of Wales, K.C. (President).
Display o f the Stamps of Barbados and 
Grenada, with Notes.

Mar. 19— Mr. C . J . Daun. Display o f the Stamps o f  the 
Orange River Colony, with Notes.

Apr. a— M r. H. J . Duveen. Display o f the Stamps of 
Oldenburg and Wurtemberg, with Notes.

Apr. 83— Mr. H. R. Oldfield (Hon. Secretary "C o lle c 
tion " Committee). Display o f portions o f the 
Society's Collection.

May 7— Mr. T. W. H all. Paper on the 1882-3 issues' 
of the Argentine Republic, with Display.

May ax— Mr. R. B. Yardlcy. Paper entitled "Suggestion 
for a new classification of the stamps ol South 
Australia," with Display.

June 4— Annual General Meeting.

Croydon Philatelic Society
T his Society, which has been formed to promote the 
interests of, and to bring together stamp collectors o f all 
grades for mutual assistance, and to further the study 
of Philately, has lately held its first general meeting at 
18a Katharine Street. A  report on the steps taken to 
bring the Society into being was presented by the Hon. 
Secretary to the Provisional Committee; the draft 
rules were discussed, and, with some slight amendments, 
approver1. A  committee of four members was elected, 
together with the following officers: President, Mr. G. 
B in g; Vice-President, Mr. A. Ashby; Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. W . G. Goodwin, 2 Gladstone Road.

Herta Philatelic Society
Preeldent t front P*leh*nh*lm, fag.
Hon. 8 *er»tary: H. A. Siad*, f a g . ,  Ninefold*, St. Alban*. 
Mooting* 1 4 Southampton Row, W.C., Third Tutidey*. 
Annual Bubooriptlon, 5 a .

T h e  first monthly meeting of the above Society was held 
at bead-quarters on 15 October, when a  representative 
gathering supported the President, who occupied the chair. 
Amongst others were: Mr. H . L. Hayman (Vice-Preai- 
dent), J . C . Sidebotham (Hon. Librarian), W. A. Boyes, 
L. E. B.ndbury, A. H. L . Giles, T. H. H arvey, W . T. 
Standen, M. Simons. R. Frentrel, Baron Percy de Worms, 
Major E . B. Evans, M. P. Castle, W . H. Eastwood, B. W . H. 
Poole, K . Wiehen, E. Bounds, F. Reed, P. R . Stevens, 
J. E. Booth, J . E . Lincoln. J . A. Leon, A . G. W ane, 
D . Field, P. Ashley, E. W . Arnold, D. Thomson, M. 
Kuffner, H . W ills, and the Hon. Secretary.

The following were elected ordinary members: Rev. 
F. W. S. le Lifevre, Bieldside; C. P. Rogers, Chiswick; 
Consul Sixten Keyser, Stockholm (President Swedish 
Philatelic Society); Thomas Rosendabl, Stockholm (Vice- 
President Swedish Philatelic Society); J. A. Tilleard 
(Secretary Royal Philatelic Society, London); Mrs. R. T. 
Thornton, Eastbourne.

Donations to the library were thankfully received as 
follows:— By the President: The Postage and Telegraph 
Stamps 0/ British India , published by Stanley Gibbons, 
Ltd., for the Philatelic Society o f India. By Mr. C. D. 
Lord: South A ustralia , Napier and Sm ith; Shanghai, 
Thornhill; S t. Vincent, Napier and Bacon ; Barbados, 
Napier and Bacon; The Adhesive Stamps 0/ Europe, 
Vol. I, Westoby. By Dr. E . W ebster: British  Stamps, 
Creeke.

The death of Mr. George Gaffe, F.C.O-, was feelingly 
alluded to  by the President, who moved a  vote of con* 
dolence w ith bis relations. Mr. Gaffe was one of the original 
founders o f the Society in 1897, and, after serving on the 
Committee, occupied for five successive seasons the post 
o f  Hon. Auditor until failing eyesight caused bis retire, 
ment.

Mr. W . A . Boyes, who was co-auditor with him for some 
years, seconded, and spoke of the deceased's kindly nature.

The resolution was carried in silence.
Major E . B. Evans, the chairman at the first meeting of 

the Society in October, 1898, then addressed a  few remarks 
of encouragement to the members.

After paying a  compliment to Mr. Slade, be spoke about 
the need o f societies 10 bring collectors of all grades 
together, especially as there were now so many specialists, 
and also, by the Monthly Report, to reach collectors who 
lived in remote districts.

The Major concluded b y pointing out much work still to 
be done, and how all members could by research add 
something to the knowledge o f  stamps and their issues.

A vote o f thanks to the speaker, proposed by Mr. Boyes, 
and seconded by Mr. Sidcbotham, was carried with ac
clamation.

Mr. M. P. Castle then showed his splendid collection 
of** Capes," the more remarkable for having been formed 
in eighteen months.

A finer lo t o f triangulars has seldom been seen, and 
probably never so fine a  lot from tbe point of view of 
condition.

The collection was practically complete, and every stamp 
from the first to tbe last was carefully inspected.

Mr. Hayman proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Castle for bis display, and convulsed the meeting by his 
reminiscences of tne good old days when he bought wood- 
blocks for two or three half-crowns apiece, and Mr. 
Gibbons bought triangulars by the sack !

Mr. W ane seconded, and tbe resolution was carried with 
applause.

Mr. C astle having responded, the meeting turned to 
informal discussion and exchange.

International Philatelic Union
Hon. Prttidont: Judge Philbrick, K.C.
S*c*tary: T. H. Hinton, 26 Crawford Road, Ea*t Putnty, 

London, 8.W.
Meeting*: Eeeex Hall, Enex Street, London, W.C.
Annual 8ubecription.- 5* . Entrance Fee, 2». 6d. 

P rogram m e— S easo n  1907-8 
1907

Nov. 14, 8 p.m .— Paper and Display : Greece, P. L- Pem
berton.

Dec. 19, 8 p.m.— D isplay: Mexican Fiscals, W. Schwa- 
bacher.

1908
Jan. 9, 8 p.m .— Display with Notes : Victoria 188c; Spain 

1870, E. W. WetbereU.
Feb. >3, 8 p.m.— Display with N o tes: Tbe Envelope 

Stamps of G reat Britain, O . Marsh.
Mar. is, 8 p.m.— Displays by Messrs. J . E . Joselin and 

W . J. Bovill.
Apr. 9, 8 p.m.— Displays by Messrs. J . E . Sidebotbam and 

r .  J . Peplow.
M ay 19,7.30. p.m.— Annual General Meeting and Displays, 

by Members, of tbe Stamps of Great 
Britain used Abroad—Cbili, Victoria, 
and Holland.

Printed b y  W . B kend o m  &  S o n ,  Ltd., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London.W.C.
16 November, 1907.
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Countries of the World
By W. P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L  

Falkland Islands-™ '*""^

T
HE country joined the Postal Union 
in January, 1891, and this necessitated 
a new rate of 2Ad. for external postage. 

Le Timbrc-Poste (May, 1891) publishes a 
Government notice undated, but signed by 
S. Sanguinetti, the Postmaster, stating “ that 

from 1 January (presumably 1891) a single 
letter for England, India, and the colonies 
can be franked for 2Ad. instead of 4d. as for
merly. Until the arrival of the 2$d. stamps, 
the id. stamp, bisected diagonally, may be 
used as a halfpenny stamp thus:—  1— -r. ” 

Plenty of such bisected stamps /  
are known postally used, but the /  |
authorities later found it more con- 1-----
venient to issue surcharged stamps. There 
seems no record when such surcharged 
stamps were issued, or whether any special 
notice authorized them, but a notice dated 
10 December, 1891, says “ that the |d. 
and 2ld. stamps having been received no 
more provisional £d. stamps will be sold.” A 
further notice, dated 11 January, 1892, states 
“ that the provisional can no longer be ac
cepted for postage, and letters franked with 
them will be treated as insufficiently paid.” 
This provisional, the only one issued by the 
colony, was made by bisecting the 1 d., claret

(with wmk. upright), diagonally and sur
charging each half “  jd .” in black. It is not 
surprising that the customary varieties con
sequent on handstamping are to be found,

i.e. surcharge in v erted \ d o u b le , and sid ew a y s„ 
but the provisional was really necessary, and 
altogether has a clean record.

1891. Bisected diagonally and surcharged 
in black.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

£d. on half of id., claret . 1 0 0  —

The new £d. and 2Ad. stamps were re
ceived about August, 1891. They were 
printed from the same plates or dies as the 
older values after the necessary alterations 
in the value tablets had been made. A  differ
ence will be noticed in these values as well 
as in the 2d. and 9d. values issued later, in 
that the numerals of value in the lower label 
are replaced by small stars, thus leaving the 
value expressed in words only. The stamps 
were printed in sheets of sixty (six rows of 
ten) and bear an imprint at foot, “  Bradbury, 
Wilkinson, & Co.” Possibly the plates were 
prepared by this firm, though printed by 
De La Rue and Co. The sheets of the other 
values never had an imprint The colours 
of the Ad. and 2jd. were b lu e-g reen  and p a le  
u ltr a m a r in e  respectively, and at the same 
time the id. was issued in o ra n g e-b ro w n . 
There could have been only a small supply 
in these shades, as the stamps are scarce 
and priced conparatively high. In 1892 the 
Ad. was printed in y e llo w -g re e n  and the 
2Jd. in b lu e  with less white in it, whilst 
to avoid confusion with the halfpenny 
the 6d. was issued in o ra n g e-y ello w , and 
for the first time on watermarked paper. 
Some authorities say that the p a le  u ltra m a 
r in e  was the second shade. Though priced 
at 2s. the true “ b lu e ”  is a scarce stamp. 
Two new values, the 2d. and gd. referred to 
above, were put on sale in January, 1896, 
and at the same time the is. was issued on



GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY322

watermarked paper and in a slightly differ
ent colour than before. The 2d. was useful 
for registration purposes, but it is not clear 
why the 9d. was required. Anyway, this value 
was not included in the King’s Head set. 
There was little demand for the is. value. 
In 1893 there was still a good stock of the 
umvatermarked stamps, and for an old stamp 
it is quite cheaply priced at 5s. There were 
several printings of the values most in de
mand, viz. the id., id., and 6d., and the 
colours of the later ones are appreciably 
paler, but there is no definite record when 
the changes took place, probably first about
1893. In 1895 a small supply of the id. was 
received in a colour approaching the old 
claret, but this shade is almost as scarce as 
the orange-brown.

1891-6. W m k, Crow n C  A . Per/. 14.

i d . ,  b lu e -g re e n

Unused. 
s. d.

• 5 0

Used.
t. ti
5 0

i d . ,  y e llo w -g re e n . 0 1
id . ,  o ra n g e -b ro w n . 2 0 2 0
id . ,  b r ig h t  c la ret . 2 6 2 6
id . ,  b ro w n -re d  . 0 6 0 6
id . ,  p a le  red . 0 4 0 4
2d ., d u ll m au ve . 0 6 —
2&d., p a le  u ltram a rin e . 10 0 5 0
a i d .,  b lu e  . . 2 0 3  0
2 §d ., b r ig h t  u ltram a rin e . 0 8 1 0
6 d ., o ra n g e -y e llo w . 2 6 —
6d ., y e llo w . 2 0 —
9 d ., p a le  v erm ilion 1 0 —
is .,  g r e y - b r o w n . 2 0 —

In July, 1898, two high values were issued, 
and it is not too much to say that they are 
perhaps the two most artistic stamps ever 
issued, and show what Messrs. De La Rue 
and Co. can do under favourable circum
stances. Our illustrations by no means do 
justice to the beautiful work o f engraving 
and production. No collector should fail to 
have the stamps in his album. The water
mark, as usual on stamps of this size, is 
Crown C C.

(To it  1

J u ly , 1898. W m k. Crow n C  C . Per/. 14.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
2s. 6 d ., d e e p  b lu e  . . 7 6  —
5s., b ro w n -re d  . . .  12 6 —

1 In 1904 the Queen’s Head stamps were 
1 superseded by those with a portrait of the 

present King. From an artistic point of 
, view the new stamps do not compare 

favourably with the older issues, but even 
now they are vastly superior to many other 

1 current Colonials. They are all on the mul
tiple paper, and as usual perf. 14. The Id., 

I id., 2?,d., and 3s. were issued in April, 1904 ; 
the 2d., 6d., and is. early in 1905 ; and the 5s. 
towards the end of 1905. The 3s. and 5s. 
are in the larger size.

1904-5. W m k. M u ltip le  Crow n C  A .  Per/. 14.

i d . ,  y e llo w -g re e n

Unused. 
s. 0.
0 t

Id .,  v erm ilio n  . . 0 2
2d ., d u ll p u rp le . 0 3
2 id .,  u ltram a rin e 0 4
6 d ., o ra n g e . 0 8
is .,  b istre -b ro w n 1 4
3s., d u ll g r e e n  . • 4 0
5s., d u ll la k e  . . 6 6

As the id., id., and 2id. values conform 
1 in all respects to the latest Postal Union re- 
1 quirements, it is unlikely that further issues 

will yet awhile add any more varieties to 
1 this interesting little country'.

P L E A S E  N O T E

T h e P r ic es  qaottd  (n the formgoing a rtic le  are taken from  our pu b lish ers* la test S to c k  Hooks, and ere. 
therefore, the P rices a t w hich S ta n lep  G ibb on s, L td ., Will have p leasure In supplping a n t o f tht 
sta m p s that map be needed bp anp o f  our readers.
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Topical llotes
By C H A R L E S  J. P H I L L I P S
Series of Important Articles for the Weekly

I
 HAVE much pleasure in announcing 

that I have secured the sole rights of 
publication for our paper of a series of 

very complete and important articles upon
Twentieth Century Colonials,

specially written by Mr. Douglas B. Arm
strong, of Staten Island, New York.

These articles will be found to contain a 
very full and complete history of our Colonial 
issues of the present century, together with 
interesting historical and geographical infor
mation of each group.

The reproduction of these articles is spe
cially forbidden by the author, in whom the 
copyright vests, as he will probably republish 
them in book form later.

Notice to Stamp Dealers 
A NRW Wholesale List for the winter season 
has just been issued by our publishers, and 
will be sent to any stamp dealer or stationer, 
who has not received a copy, on receipt of 
his business card.

This list has been rewritten, revised, and 
corrected, and many prices have been con
siderably reduced. The trade prices of all 
our newest publications are quoted, giving 
stationers, etc., the opportunity of stocking 
some saleable lines at very remunerative 
rates.

A  Queer Advertisement
In looking through an American paper I 
noticed among the advertisements the fol
lowing line at the end of a list of “  Bar
gains”

Unused, original gum, can furnish 
block of 4 ..................................8oc.

I have bought gum by the bottle and the 
pound, but never in a block of 4.

Chicago Philatelic Society: 500th Meeting 
In a former paragraph I referred to the 
300th regular meeting of this Society, and as 
a member I have received a medal which is 
aptly described in the circular I print 
below.

C h i c a g o , Oct. 17, 1907. 
D e a r  F e l l o w  M e m b e r ,

Great pleasure is hereby taken in advising 
you that under separate cover you, as a member of 
the Chicago Philatelic Society, have this clay been 
.forwarded by mall a bronze token commemorating 
the five hundredth regular meeting of our organiz
ation ; at which meeting, held this date, the token

was presented in person to all members present, 
and on which memorable occasion it is our regret 
that you could not have been with us The 
significance of the symbolism of the token is as 
follows

Nations have often expressed their ultimate 
thought in symbol.

Many of these emblems are on the stamps 
which we collect.

An artistic record is thus preserved of the 
frank of the continuous message of mankind 
to their fellows.

Thus the history of the events of time is 
preserved to the friends of stamps in the 
smallest space and with the greatest accuracy.

The earliest love of the stamp collector is 
found in the geometrical figure as instanced 
by the triangle.

The absolute truth of the power of inspired 
thought to outlive the times and occasions 
that gave it birth is typified in the seventh 
wonder—the Pyramid.

The appropriate appeal to the highest em
blem of power and the light of revelation is 
well suggested by a heaven’s star.

We have coined a word, in good faith, 
upon the principles as taught by the symbol
ism of initials, and so lielieving it better to 
build than to borrow, better to create than 
appropriate, Chalef stands for King of 
Thought— Philately and what it teaches. 

Classification 
History 
Art
Language
Emblemism
Fellowship

The token was especially designed and struck 
for this anniversary, and is given only to members 
in full standing on the date of our five hundredth 
meeting. Hence there will be no duplicates 
available, except that, for a limited time, new 
members will be given one as a reminder of the 
stability of this Society with which they become 
affiliated, in achieving such an enviable record 
among philatelic organizations.

It is hoped that the token and the full signifi
cance of its symbolic design may be both a source 
of philatelic inspiration and the means of awaken
ing, if such be possible, a still greater love for 
and interest in tne future welfare of your Society.

Very sincerely yours,
For the Chicago Philatelic Society,

H. N. M u d g e , President.
The October Monthly Journal 
Is an important number, and has no less 
than five full-sized plates of illustrations. The 
following are the chief articles :—

The Postal Issues o f Italy and the Italian 
Colonies (cont\ by L. Hanciau. This por
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tion deals with the early issues of Sardinia—  
the manufacture of the stamps, a list of 
the stamps and of their numerous reprints, 
essays, etc.

The Types and Varieties o f the Stamps of 
Wenden, by \Y. Svenson, translated from the 
German by Frank Phillips. This work was 
issued some months ago by my friend Mr. 
Philip Kosack of Berlin, and as it con
tained so much new information on the 
stamps and reprints of this district, I have 
had it translated, and blocks made of all the 
illustrations in Mr. Svenson’s interesting 
pamphlet.

William Dockwra and the“London Penny 
Post” o f 1680, by H. J. Maguire, is continued, 
and gives us many very interesting particulars 
of the early posts of this country.

The Local Post o f Paris under Louis X IV  
is translated from the French by Major 
Evans, with the permission of Monsieur 
Arthur Maury, who has kindly lent us the 
blocks to illustrate this very interesting 
article upon early French posts.

Stamps of Salvador, by J. B. Leavy, is 
continued, and in it we have full particulars 
of the issues from 1887 to 1891. Much new 
and important information for collectors will 
be found in this article.

A copious List of New Issues, three 
Editorials by Major Evans, and Reports of 
Philatelic Societies make up an excellent 
number.

The subscription to the M. f .  is only 2s. 
per annum, and full value is given for this 
small amount.

Sale of Coins and Medals 
M e s s r s . G l e n d i n i n g  & Co., Ltd ., sold 
on 24 and 25 October a collection of coins 
and medals at their galleries, 7 Argyll Street, 
Regent Street, London, W. A  Common
wealth-pattern farthing fetched £\. 18s.; a 
pattern farthing in pewter, £\. 13s.; a tin 
farthing, 1684, Z2.6S. ; a Queen Anne copper 
halfpenny, £2. 2s. ; and another with Anne 
as Britannia, £2. 6s. Two Juba River bars 
brought £7. 12s. 6 d .; one bar Chrystier’s 
Farm, £7. 15s.; three Peninsular bars and 
one Waterloo medal, ^11 ; a Maharajpoor 
star, 1843, £6. 15s.

Parma
W riting in The Bazaar of 4 September 
last, Mr. B. T . K. Smith, who is rapidly 
coming to the front as an able and accurate 
writer on, and student of, Philately, has an 
interesting article on the stamps of Parma, 
from which 1 reproduce the following :—

In June, 1857, a supply of 25 and 40 centesimi 
of the design shown in the annexed illustration 
(Fig. 1) was printed. This type, engraved by

Paolo Formenli, is supposed to have been sub* 
mitted to Duke Charles III liefore the adoption 
of Pintelli’s design for the first issue (1852). 
Formenti's type is said to have lieen rejected on 
account of the oak and olive branches, which did 
not please the Duke, and it was not until after 
his assassination in 1854 that the Duchess Regent 
definitely adopted the type. Proof-sheets are

Fig. i.

known to exist in which there is a 15 centesimi 
tete-bechc in the sheet of 40 c. As, however, no 
copy of such a stamp as the 15c., blue (the colour 
of the 40 c.), has ever been discovered, it is to be 
presumed that the error was corrected before 
the actual printing of the issue l)egan. The 
abbreviated inscription, “  Duc[ati] di Parma, 
Piac[enza], ecc[etera],”  signifies “ Duchies of 
Parma, Piacenza, etc ,” the “ etc.” standing for 
Guastalla.

1857(7 June). . . 25c , brown-lilac.
1858 (? January) . . 40c., blue.

About March, 1859, appeared the following 
stamp of the same type:—

1859(7 March) . . 15 c., red.

This value had a very short life, for at the end 
of April, 1859, the Duchess Regent fled to Swit
zerland, and Count Pallieri, to whom the ad
ministration of the Duchies had been entrusted 
in the name of the Sardinian Government, made 
prompt application for a supply of Sardinian 
stamps with Victor Emmanuel’s effigy. These 
he received at the end of J une, when they were 
put into circulation, and the old Bourbon stamps 
were allowed to pay postage only until the end 
of July.

The supply of Sardinian stamps was soon ex
hausted, and the Turin authorities refused to 
furnish any more, probably for political reasons. 
Parma, therefore, made an issue of its own, of a 
plain type-set design (Fig.2), formerly in use for

F ig. 3.

journal stamps, and inscribed, as the illustration 
shows, with the words “ Stati Parmensi.” The 
values and colours were in conformity with those 
in use in the Sardinian kingdom. In i860 they 
were withdrawn by order of the “ Government 
of the Kingdom of Emilia”  (Parma, Modena, 
and Romagna having been united into one pro
vince), and replaced by Sardinian stamps.
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The Rancst Stamps — continued
By P I E R R E  M A H E  (a l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .}

Postmasters’, Carrier Stamps, etc.

T
H ERE is a considerable number of 
special stamps which of themselves 
alone form quite a collection. There 

was a series of issues made in the United 
States, either by the Government itself, 
or by the postmasters, or by companies 

authorized or permitted, between 1845 and 
1847, thus coming before the Federal issue, 
which only began to be put into circula
tion in 1847. These stamps, little known 
and less understood by collectors in Europe, 
have been cleared out of the latter’s collec
tions under the erroneous idea that they were 
only “ private offices,” the collectors con
fusing them with the stamps of the third 
series, which, though originally only stamps 
of private firms, were still real stamps, for 
they represented the cost of transport of a 
letter from the post offices in the hands of 
private individuals at a time when the Post 
Office did not deliver letters at houses. If 
this kind of stamp is but little appreciated 
by collectors as a whole, it attracts, in all 
parts of North America, ardent collectors, 
thanks to which certain stamps fetch prices 
which can only be paid by collectors with 
long purses. In the various series which 
make up this great total there are rarities 
which are only esteemed at their true value 
in the land which gave them birth. The 
greatest interest is displayed in the Swiss 
“ Locals” of Basle, Geneva, Zurich, etc., 
which are in the same class as those just 
mentioned. These Local Posts of the United 
States, as also those of Switzerland, were 
simply the Post, the real Post, carried on by 
several persons before it was undertaken by 
a single authority, the Federal Government, 
which began to centralize itself only in 1850 
in Switzerland and in 1851 in the United 
States. This did not prevent the private 
offices of the latter country from continuing 
to deliver letters to houses under the con
tracts with the persons interested. The first 
stamps of the United States, previous to 
the Federal issue, are known as “ Carrier 
stamps.” They were for paying the postage 
of one or two cents on delivery of a letter at 
a house. They are divided into two classes: 
(1) official; (2) semi-official. The second set 
came first. The issues which form it ap
peared from 1843 to 1847 with the authority 
or tolerance of the Government. The stamps 
bear inscriptionsand various devices— eagles, 
a postman, etc., and three have Washington’s 
portrait. They were used in Baltimore, 
Boston, Charlestown, Louisville, New York,

1 and Philadelphia. Among these stamps—
| seventy-three in all— there are rarities of the 

very first rank, fetching many hundreds of 
pounds. No one of them has ever been quoted 
at the price of the “  Post Office” Mauritius, 
yet so difficult are they to find, that no matter 
what offer may be made for a specimen, there 
can be but little hope of obtaining one 
except when a collection changes hands. 
The first set, the Officials, issued by the 
Government in 1851, has only two stamps,

I one bearing Benjamin Franklin’s portrait,
I one cent, blue on pink, the other with an 

eagle in an oblong oval, one cent, blue on 
white. These two stamps are only relatively 
rare, the first being worth only .£10 and the 
second only 8s. Next we have to deal with 
the “  Postmasters’ ” set, including the town 
posts, which had made provisional issues 

1 from 1845 to 1847 while awaiting the Federal 
1 issue, which began only in 1847 with the 
I two stamps of “ five cents,” brown, Franklin, 

and “ ten cents,” black, Washington, and 
i which was followed by the general issue 
, o f 1851-6. The stamps issued for the town 

postage, bearing inscriptions, subjects, and 
portraits, w ere used in Alexandria, Annapolis, 
Baltimore, Boscaw'en, Brattleboro, Lockport, 
Millbury, New Haven, New York. Provi
dence, and St. Louis. All, except Provi
dence, are exceptionally rare and fetch the 
highest price, when they are sold : the 
Alexandria is valued at £700.

A fourth set, like that of the semi-official 
“ Carrier” stamps of which we have spoken, 
consists of stamps issued in all parts of the 
United States by firms authorized to carry 
letters. This set is termed the “ Private 
Offices.” The first of the stamps composing it 
came before those of the three classes alreads' 
referred to, and starting in 1841, lasted until
1883. This set, consisting of more than 
five hundred stamps, bears the most varied 
subjects, inscriptions, figures, eagles, animals 
of all kinds, buildings, portraits, etc.— in all 
forms, sizes, and colours. As a rule they 
bear the name of the postmaster, some the 
names of tow ns, and others “  City Post,’’ 
“ City Despatch,” “ City Express,” etc. etc. 
The more ordinary of them are quoted at 
some cents each, others at some dollars ; 
but the greater part of them are more or 

I less rare, and we have seen some sold at 
from /200 to £500.

During the Civil War of 1861-5, due 10 
the question of slavery, the South formed 
a Confederation, and having withdrawn 

I itself from the General Administration,



326 GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY

stamps were issued and are known as 
“ Stamps of the Confederate States.” These 
stamps are in two classes : (t) issues 
made by the postmasters while waiting 
for the stamps of the Confederation to 
be made ; (2) issues by the Provisional 
Federal Government. The issues made by 
private posts consist o f : (1) adhesive stamps;
(2) stamps struck by the hand or printed on 
envelopes or letters. Practically all are 
composed of inscriptions and figures with or 
without frames, and were used in the fol
lowing towns: Aberdeen, Albany, Athens, 
Augusta, Autangaville, Baton Rouge, Beau
mont, Bridgeville, Charleston, Columbia, 
Columbus, Danville, F.mory, Franklin, Fred
ericksburg, Goliad, Gonzales, Greensboro, 
Greenville, Greenwood, Grove Hill, Helena, 
Independence, Jctcrsville, Jonesboro, King
ston, Knoxville, Lenoir, Lexington, Living
ston, Lynchburg, Macon, Marion, Memphis, 
Miledgeville, Mobile, Montgomery, Nash
ville, New Orleans, New Smyrna, Petersburg, 
Pittsylvania, Pleasant Shade, Raleigh, Rhea- 
town, Richmond, Ringgold, Salem,Salisbury', 
Selma, Spartan burg, Stateville,Tellico Plains, 
Tuscalosa, Tuscumbia, Uniontown, and 
Victoria. These stamps, ninety-eight in all 
without the varieties, are of three different 
degrees of rarity— rare, very rare, and most 
rare. Some are so rare that, compared with 
them, the “  Post Office” Mauritius are only 
ordinary stamps. The definite issues of the 
Confederate Government were made at five 
different times from 1861 to 1863. They 
comprise eleven stamps, without their varie

ties, of the values of 2, 5, 10, and 20 cents, 
bearing the portraits, in various sizes, of 
Jefferson Davis, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Washington. These stamps have not be
come rare ; the most common of them can 
be had for a few pence, and the one most 
sought for— the 10 cents, blue— is priced at 
about twenty-five shillings. Here we must 
stop, for we do not wish to make a complete 
catalogue now. We have wished only to 
give an account of the chief varieties of all 
kinds which are to be found in the number
less stamps of a collection. At first, as our 
title shows, we thought we would deal only 
with single stamps excessively rare and 
precious. However, as we went along and 
were carried away by the subject, it occurred 
to us to extend the article and to review for 
the edification of our readers all the curious 
things very little known, and which arc to 
be met with in postage stamps, and not only 
to point them out, but still more to explain 
them technically, and so give a few hints 
of facts which ought to be known to every 
collector if he wishes to collect profitably 
and in the full knowledge of the subject. 
If we have said a great deal, we trust we 
have been able to teach something to our 
readers, who will now know the “  w hy ” and 
the “ how” of many of the varieties in their 
collections, and these henceforth should lie 
all the dearer and more interesting to then).

N o t e . '—T he rights o f reproduction and translation of 
all the articles from the pen o f M. Mahe that have 
appeared in Gibbons Stamp Weekly are reserved.

British Stamps used Abroad
By I. J. B E R N S T E I N  AND C H A S .  
GROUP III—continued 
A  2 7. A le x a n d r ia

A small village in the St. Ann’s district, 
about eighty-eight miles from Kingston. It 
is off the railway, and in the midst of sugar 
plantations.

Varieties known are :—
2d., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
4d., no letters.

A  28. A n o tto  B a y
A port of entry on the north coast, in the 

St. Mary district, thirty-one miles by train 
from Kingston.

4d , no letters.

A  29. Bath
Near the eastern end of the island, in the 

St. Thomas district, about fifty miles from 
Kingston. Noted for its hot springs.

Id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
4d., no letters.

B l a c k  R ive r
A town situated at the mouth of the river 

of this name on the southern coast, in the 
St. Elizabeth district.

Id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
4 d ., no  letters.

A  3 1 .  B r o w n ’s T o w n
A small town in the St. Ann’s district, 

seventy-nine miles from Kingston and about 
ten from Dry Harbour.

6d., no letters.
A  32. B u ff  B a y

A small town on the inlet of this name on 
the northern coast, in the Portland district. 

4d., no letters, 
fid. ,,

A  33. Chapelton  
A mail-coach office in the Clarendon dis

trict. The population in 1891 was only 469, 
as against 654 in 1881.

4d., no letters

N I S S E N  
A  30.
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A  34. C la r e m o n t
A town on the mail-coach service main 

line in the St. Ann’s district.
id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
4<1., no letters. | (id , no letters.

A  35. C la r e n d o n  (n o w  c a l le d  
C la r e n d o n  P a rk )

A small place on the Kingston to Montego 
Hay railway, but which no longer boasts a 
post office. 4(1., no letters 

6d.
A  36. D ry  H a r b o u r

A small port on the north coast, in the 
St. Ann s district. Columbus landed here 
first and took possession of the island, 

id., Large Crown ; prrf. 14.
4(1., no letters.

(7V> h

3 27

A  37. D u n c a n s
A small town in the northern district of 

Trelawney, eighty-two miles by coach from 
Kingston.' 4d., no letters.

6d.
A  38. E w a r to n

A town in the St. Catherine district, 
twenty-nine miles from Kingston.

6d ., no letters.

A  39. F alm o u th
A town of some importance, the fourth 

as regards number of inhabitants. A  port of 
entry on the north coast, in the Trelawney 
district. id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.

4d , no letters.
6d

itinued. )

Twentieth Century Colonials
fl Guide to the Postal Hdbesives of the British Empire 
Issued during the first Six Years of the Twentieth Century 
(January, I90 l-3une, 1907)
W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D. B. A R M S T R O N G
Introductory

I
N placing these articles before the phila
telic public, I venture to believe that they 
will prove of interest and assistance to 

all ranks of philatelists, and more especially 
to the student of British Colonial stamps,for 
whose use they are primarily intended.

A few years ago, in an Introduction to 
their Catalogue, a prominent firm of London 
dealers deplored the fact that the number of 
collectors who were interested only in the 
stamps of Great Britain and her Colonics 
was rapidly increasing, and that the stamps 
of Foreign Nations were being almost 
entirely neglected. At the same time, 
they prophesied that Europeans were the 
coming stamps, and that a substantial in
crease in the value of these issues was to be 
looked for in the near future.

In a measure their prophecy has been 
fulfilled, for the prices of the older issues of 
many of the European States, especially in 
an unused condition, have risen considerably 
during the past two years, and it is tolerably 
certain that British Colonials will always 
remain, in England at least, as they have 
done for the last twenty years, the most 
|iopular of all the world’s postal issues.

So many important changes have taken 
place in British Colonial stamps during the 
past six years, that the interest of the whole 
of the philatelic world has been kept con
tinually centred upon them. It is in an 
effort to deal clearly and lucidly with the 
issues consequent on these changes, and to 
catalogue and classify them together for the

( C O P Y R IG H T  R E S E R t 'F .P O

purpose of reference, that these articles have 
been compiled.

Much has been written concerning the 
postal issues of the British Empire, from 
time to time, both in book form and in the 
various philatelic journals and periodicals, 
but no work has to my knowledge yet been 
published dealing solely with the Twentieth 
Century issues of these stamps, as set forth 
in the following pages.

Although the majority of the facts heregiven 
have at some time or other appeared before, 
no attempt has yet been made to collate 
and classify them in one series of articles.

This I have now endeavoured to do, being 
assisted in the work not only by my own 
collection of the British Colonial stamps of 
this period, but also by notes and cuttings 
taken from all the principal philatelic journals 
and publications of the day— English, 
Colonial, and Foreign ; and 1 have essayed 
to place therein all those facts historical, 
geographical, and philatelic that are likely 
to be of value to the collector who desires to 
make a special study of the stamps here listed.

All the more prominent varieties of design, 
type, watermark, .perforation, shade, and 
paper will-he found listed, but in such a 
manner as to make them perfectly intelligible 
to the novice in philatelic matters, the 
varieties of each series being listed separately, 
in order that they may be ignored or included 
by the collector at will. At the same time, I 
have carefully abstained from including 
microscopical variations of surcharge, such
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as broken letters, misplaced and off-centre 
overprints, dropped letters, etc., which appeal 
only to the ultra-specialist and serve merely 
to confuse and dishearten the general col
lector or moderate specialist.

It is universally acknowledged amongst 
stamp collectors to-day that it is becoming a 
matter of greater impossibility ever)’ year 
for the philatelist of average means to obtain 
a thoroughly representative collection of the 
stamps of the whole world, owing to the 
constant influx of new issues which steadily 
increases as time goes on. The necessity 
therefore arises for the collector to confine 
his field of action to the issues of a single 
country or small group of countries, if he 
aims at any state bordering on completion. 
Many collectors have neither the leisure nor 
a sufficiently large surplus at the bank to 
allow of their indulging in specialism as it is 
understood to-day, yet feel themselves bound 
to limit their researches to a group of coun
tries small enough to permit of the accumu
lation of a fairly large percentage of issued 
specimens thereof, without entailing any un
due expenditure. Many such groups have 
been suggested and their merits and de
merits discussed in full by the philatelic 
Press at periodical intervals, as, for instance, 
the British Colonies in the Mediterranean, 
Great Britain and the Levant, British Asia, 
the British West African possessions, and 
recently the work of individual firms engaged 
in the production of British Colonial stamps, 
as outlined by Mr. P. L. Pemberton in the 
Philatelic Journal o f Great Britain ; but 
the medium-priced stamps of these groups 
are soon exhausted, and the philatelist with a 
slender purse finds himself still unable to 
attain his end, the groups being in most cases 
too small and the prices of large numbers of 
the stamps which they contain prohibitive.

For him I would suggest this Twentieth 
Century Colonial group as being the most 
suitable. I am myself engaged in forming 
a specialized collection of these stamps, and 
find it full of interest.

Being of recent issue the majority of these 
stamps are, comparatively speaking, easy to 
procure, and yet, owing to the changes of 
watermark, design, and paper which have 
been made in the stamps of the British 
Colonies of recent years, many of the earlier 
issues of the British Colonial stamps o f the 
present century are rapidly rising in value. 
A large proportion are, however, still well 
within reach of the moderate collector.

These stamps will always find a ready 
market should the collector at any time wish 
to realize; the Single CA issues which 
form a large percentage of the Twentieth 
Century stamps of the British Empire being 
extremely popular both with Collectors and 
Dealers, and also at Auction.

The British Colonial stamps of this period

contain also some of the finest examples of 
the Printer’s and the Engraver’s Art yet 
placed before the public in the form of ad
hesive postage stamps, and for this reason a 
tastefully arranged collection of them excels 
by far in appearance that of any other country 
or group of countries I have yet seen. In 
addition many of the issues afford an excel
lent field for original philatelic research.

With the above points in their favour, and 
many more which will appeal to the in
dividuality of the collector, and which he 
will readily observe for himself in the perusal 
of these articles, the Twentieth Century 
postal issues of the British Colonies and 
Possessions should prove a continual source 
of pleasure and interest, and a veritable 
storehouse of information to philatelists.

Collectors of Twentieth Century Colonial 
stamps, King’s Head specialists as they 
have been dubbed by the philatelic Press, 
have been the recipients of a great deal of 
adverse criticism from the members of the 
older school of philatelists, who abjure new 
issues entirely, and whose collections stop 
for the most part at 1900, and in some cases 
even as far back as 1890. They have been 
accused of being mere speculators, caring 
little or nothing for the true philatelic value 
of their treasures, but having interest only in 
the money-making side of their hobby, and 
in the fluctuation of the prices of the various 
issues, thus converting what is really a highly 
intellectual and scientific pastime into a mere 
series of stock exchange transactions. Again, 
the Twentieth Century Collector is some
times branded by his older confreres as 
being simply an accumulator, the state
ment being made that in these days every
thing that there is to be learned about any 
new issue of postage stamps is public 
property long before the projected issue 
actually comes into use, and that there 
remain no interesting and original dis
coveries to be made concerning them as 
have been derived from the study of the so- 
called standard issues.

It is my purpose, however, to demonstrate 
here, that by means of a little study and 
research the British Colonial stamps of the 
Twentieth Century can be made to prove 
every whit as enlightening to the philatelic- 
student as the majority of their older and 
more mature prototypes.

In the Introduction to these articles refer
ence must be made to two great innovations 
which have lately taken place in connexion 
with the manufacture of British Colonial 
stamps.

The first and most important of these 
occurred early in 1904, and consisted of a 
change in the watermark of the paper used 
for the printing of these stamps, having its 
effect in practically all the then current 
series of the British Empire.

(T o  be continued.')
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Hard U.$. Problems Hlade Easy
By E U S T A C E  B. P O W E R

M
Y article under this heading which 
appeared in Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
some time ago, dealing with the 

1870 to 1882 issues of the United States, 
seems to have been of interest to at least 
some of my readers, as I have received 

several requests to put in an easy form some 
other rather complicated issues from the 
ordinary catalogue point of view. This time 
1 will try to remove in a chatty, easy way 
a stumbling-block to some of us, viz. the 
1851 to i860 issue. I.et us suppose we have 
a pile of stamps of this issue to sort out and 
arrange into Gibbons’ Nos. 7 to 47c.

There is no need to divide the imperf. 
from the perf., as the varieties, or at least 
some of them, are found in both sets, but 
care must be taken to see that the imperf. 
specimens have good margins, else we shall 
find the crucial points missing; e.g. the 
one cent value imperf. is generally found 
rather badly cut into. As a general rule the 
impcrfs. are on a rather thick, hard, white 
paper, often rather blurred with the ink 
colour on the face, and the perfs. on a 
slightly thinner but very hard, brittle paper. 
Neither paper, so far as I can see, shows 
much mesh in it.

The One Cent Value

T y pe  III.

Type I  is usually called in America “  full 
ornaments,” which is a good description, as 
the type shows the original and complete 
design. A rare stamp imperf., and an un
common stamp perf. To any one who has 
never seen this type and has not the inclina
tion to pay £$ for an imperf. or 30s. for

a perf. specimen, 1 may add that the re
print, perf. 12, is always Type I, and can be 
purchased for a few shillings, and is useful 
as a guide to the study of the type. A 
general description of this type is about as 
follows: The ornaments under the label of 
value are complete, the scrolls under the 
“ N ”  of o n e  and “ E ”  o f  C E N T  curl com
pletely round and form little balls. The 
illustration is ample to show the description, 
except possibly 1 might add that the curved 
line under the label of value is always un
broken, and is also a good heavy colour. 
Found both perf. and imperf.

Type II .— The line under label of value 
continues unbroken, but the curls are divided 
and the lower half is missing, and the stamp 
begins to run into shades ranging from a 
real deep, soft blue down to a rather blotchy 
grey-blue. As this is the commonest variety 
imperf. it will be most often met with. In 
the perf. it is not nearly so common, and the 
shades, as far as 1 have seen them, are 
generally of the deeper tint.

Type ///. —  Nicknamed “ the broken 
circle.” This variety can be told by the 
break of the circle right under the “ c ” of 
C E N T . The circular line stops and turns 
back in a curved angle of about forty-five 
degrees. Very worn specimens of Type II 
are often taken for Type III, but as this is 
by far the commonest type in the perf. issue, 
comparison is easy, and the collector must 
have hard white paper and nice margins to 
be sure of his imperf. specimen.

Type IV.—  I bring in this type, which is 
only found in the perf. issue, not with any 
idea of introducing it into our Catalogue, but 
with the idea that possibly it may puzzle 
some collector who stumbles against one. 
It consists of a retouch, the most promi
nent, in fact, which takes up the space 
formed by the broken circle and fills it in with 
a little curve w  thus. It resembles the “ n ” 
of the shorthand writer or a printer’s bracket 
lying dowrn. It was evidently an attempt to 
complete the line, and is not a very rare 
stamp, llefore we leave these one cent 
stamps, 1 may call attention to other varie
ties which may be looked for— for instance, 
the gradual states of the broken line, and 
also for shifted prints in the imperf, which 
can be told by the horizontal lines of shad
ing before and behind the head running into 
the white space which surrounds the medal
lion.
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The Three Cent Value

This is a value we can all study and enjoy, 
as the stamps are very common used and 
run to an immense range of shade. 1 defy 
any cataloguer to describe the various 
colours, and in the imperfs. we can get 
several dozen really marked colours. I shall 
not attempt to list them further than to say 
they run from a pale plum-red right down to 
a very orange-brown— the last shade being 
uncommon. The so-called black varieties 
are nothing but the effects of oxidation, 
and in the imperf. beyond the shades the 
only thing to be noticed is the position of 
the guide lines and the trace of shifted 
prints sometimes found and most easily seen 
in the four rosettes. The imperf. stamps 
are only found in the first type, but in 
the per), issue besides Type 1 we come 
against Type II, which may be often called 
“ no outer line.1’ Types I and II are found, 
per/., in varying tints of red, but in not 
ne.arly so great a range of colour as the 
imperfs. A study of the guide lines at the 
sides gives us some minor varieties, and a 
well-known variety is that with a little line 
of colour through the word CENTS. Taking 
all in all, perhaps the imperf. three cents is 
the most interesting field for the “ shader” in 
all the U.S. early issues ; the stamp is found 
with a great many interesting cancellations, 
those in red and in green being rather 
scarce.

T y pe  III,

The Five Cent Value
Type 1 has all four projections intact. In 

the imperf. issue we find but two shades, 
a deep lake-brown and a somewhat redder

shade. The stamp was at one time con
sidered to be very scarce, but of late years 
a large number have been on the market, 
mostly coming on American correspondence 
to Marseilles, and the price now ruling at 
about 30s. is a fair market value. Pairs and 
even strips are not uncommon. In the 
perf. series the shades begin to appear 
in more profusion ; the brick or fine red is 
the best colour, and the stamp can be shaded 
down to quite a deep brown. I know of no 
minor varieties, and the only thing worthy 
of note is a caution to carefully examine 
so-called unused brick-reds, as some of them 
are very slightly touched by the cancella
tion, and are often offered as unused by un
scrupulous people.

Type II  only comes perforated. The pro
jections have been partly cut away— planed 
down would lie a better description. The 
fire-red of Type I is no longer in evidence, 
all the shades ranging in the narrow limits 
of a warm brown. Again the warning of 
so-called unused specimens is timely.

Type I I I  only comes perforated. The 
projections have been quite removed, as in 
the illustration, the whole design showing 
a roundness and finished design. The shade 
confines itself to warm brown tints.

There are hardly any further remarks to add 
on this value : the collector should be careful 
to get nicely centred specimens, in order to 
show the various cuttings to the design. 
Red cancellations, which are common in this 
value, enhance the general appearance of 
the album, and perhaps a pair of the im
perfs. would round out the exhibits.

The Ten Cent Value
There are a great many more varieties 

than the two listed in the Catalogue, but the 
latter arc the most marked, and therefore we 
will say nothing about the full or broken 
lines over the U .S . P O S T A G E  just yet.

T y pe  I. T y pe  II,

Type I  has the scrolls complete.

Type II  has them incomplete, and that 
seems to be all there is to worry us. Quite 
true it is that we are treated to yellow-green 
and blue-green, but the shades are very 
close, and I should hardly call any of them 
a real blue-green— let us say shades of a 
heavy green as a good guide to follow. This 
value comes quite often in pairs and some
times with the red cancellation, the latter 
greatly enhancing the appearance of the used
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specimen. Collectors are warned against 
pen-cancelled copies that have been cleaned. 
It is (|uite a common thing to see both 
this and the 12 c. value washed and offered 
‘'cheap'’ as unused. 1 should want the real 
original gum, dark yellow and quite smooth, 
if I collected mint copies. The value comes 
imperf. and per/., the varieties appearing on 
both issues.

The Twelve Cent Value 
For some reason or other this stamp is 

seldom found with really fine margins im
perf., and used copies of the perf. are well 
worth the 4s. that is asked for them. There 
are no varieties of any kind, although I be
lieve the value is known with shifted im
pressions of the rosettes. One can find two 
shades of the perf. issue— tones of black.

The Twenty-four Cent Value 
Comes in only one fixed type, and is found 
both imperf. and perf. It is, I believe, a gener
ally accepted theory that this stamp imperf. 
is a minor variety of the perf.— an error in fact 
—and did not appear until i860. Whatever 
may be the real date of issue, it most cer
tainly exists, as we have seen undoubtedly 
used copies and even unused pairs. To 
support the theory of the imperf. being an 
error of the perf. issue, we only find the 
stamp on the thinner paper of the perf. issue. 
The perforated stamp runs to considerable 
shade. We have as the common shades the 
grey-lilac and the dull lilac, and as uncom
mon— yes, more than uncommon, very rare 
colours— we have a deep soft purple and a 
washy reddish lilac. In the Breitfuss Col
lection there are two copies of this reddish- 
lilac shade marked “  From the P.O.”, so I

presume that a theory of this shade being 
that used for official distribution may be in 
order; certainly the stamp is on the paper 
of the time and is all right in every par
ticular.

The Thirty Cent Value
Comes both perf. and imperf. Concerning 
the latter, the remarks about the 24 c. exactly 
apply. The perforated issue holds very true 
to the one shade of orange, but the imperf. 
has a much browner cast.

The Ninety Cent
Is a superb production. The whole stamp 
has no superfluous designs to detract 
from the portrait, and the blue is a deep 
rich colour. The stamp comes both perf. 
and imperf. —  the latter very rare, the 
former much more plentiful unused than 
used. I have seen cleverly forged cancella
tions quite dangerous enough to mislead the 
average collector, generally that of New 
York or Boston being copied. The stamps 
were demonetized in 1861, and at one time 
I believe Mr. Scott, in New York, sold the 
complete set unused for less than a dollar.

I have now run through this series with as 
many little notes as I can think of to enable 
any one to sort out his specimens. There 
are, of course, the reprints made to sell at 
the Centennial Exhibition, but they can mis
lead no one, inasmuch as the original per
foration gauges 15, or a little over it, and 
the reprints, without gum, gauge only 12. 
A s a word of warning, collectors should 
beware of India-paper proofs of these 
higher values being offered as originals. 
The proofs are too bright in colour, and the 
paper is too soft and silky.

Portraits on Stamps
By B O S W E L L  J U N I O R
United States of A m erica — c o n t i n u e d  

Ulysses S. Grant, eighteenth President of 
the United States, was born at Point Pleas

ant, Clermont county, Ohio, 
on 27 April, 1822. OfScottish 
ancestry, his family had been 
American in all its branches 
foreight generations. Ulysses 
was the oldest of six children, 
and spent his boyhood in 
assisting his father on the 

farm. After a course of instruction at the 
village school, he was appointed to a cadet
ship in the United States Military Academy 
in 1839. Commissioned as a brevet second 
lieutenant in 1843, he was attached to the 
4th Infantry. In 1845 he went with his regi

ment to join the army of occupation in Texas, 
under the command of General Zachary 
Taylor. The Mexican War had begun, 
owing to the annexation of Texas by the 
United States. Grant distinguished himself 
on several occasions in this war. On the 
withdrawal of the troops from Mexico in 
1848 he obtained leave of absence and went 
to S t  Louis, where he married Miss Julia B. 
Dent, sister of one of his classmates. In 
1854 he resigned his captain’s commission, 
and settled on a small farm near St. Louis. 
Kor six years he busied himself with farm
ing, and then, finding that his agricultural 
pursuits showed no promise of being self- 
supporting, Grant removed to Galena and
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became a clerk in his father’s hardware and 
leather store. Twelve months later the Civil 
War broke out. Grant took a pronounced 
stand in favour of the Union cause and a 
vigorous prosecution of the war. He ac
cordingly raised a company of volunteers, 
and marched to Springfield, where Governor 
Yates employed Captain Grant in the adju
tant-general’s department, and appointed 
him mustering officer. Though his offer 
of his services to the National Government 
was never formally accepted, yet his rise in 
rank was rapid. In 1861 he was appointed 
colonel, then brigadier - general of volun
teers, then the command of the district of 
South-Eastern Missouri was assigned to him. 
In the following year Grant achieved the 
first substantial victory for the National 
arms. I-'ort Donelson surrendered to him 
with 14,623 men. This proved the turning- 
point in his military career. His name be
came well known throughout the country as 
that of a skilful and courageous leader. In 
April, 1862, the Confederate army, number
ing nearly 50,000 men, under General A. 
Johnston, made a vigorous attack on Grant’s 
army at Shiloh. Grant’s troops were sur
prised and fell back in confusion ; next day 
Grant returned to the attack and the Con
federates were worsted.

In May, 1863, Grant proceeded to sur
round Vicksburg, which was the last remain
ing stronghold of the Confederates on the 
Mississippi. Thrice did he assault the place, 
but in vain. He therefore invested the 
town. The operations were pressed day 
and night; there was mining and counter
mining ; the lines were pushed closer and 
closer, until the garrison abandoned all 
hope. An unconditional surrender, the only 
surrender that Grant would accept, was 
made on 4 July, the anniversary of Inde
pendence. The surrender included 31,600 
prisoners, 172 cannon, 60,000 muskets, and 
a large amount of ammunition. Grant was 
now made a major-general in the regular 
army, and Congress passed a resolution 
ordering a gold medal to be presented to 
him and returning thanks to him and his 
army.

In September, 1863, the Federal army 
took possession of Chattanooga, the key to 
the Southern States on their western frontier. 
The Confederates were naturally very eager 
to retake the place. The Federal Govern
ment was also equally alive to the importance 
of holding Chattanooga. Grant was there
fore sent to take charge of its defence in 
person. With Sherman’s help he routed 
the enemy completely, and drove the Con
federate army out of Tennessee.

In the spring of 1864 Grant was appointed 
chief of the whole Federal forces, under the

title of lieutenant-general —  a distinction 
never conferred by the Federal Government 
on any one since Washington. His great 
policy, which was instrumental in bringing 
the war to a speedy end, was to abandon all 
minor movements, and to concentrate his 
whole army on two great lines of attack. 
He knew that weight of numbers and su
perior resources would enable him to wear 
down the South by sheer hard fighting. 
Sherman was entrusted with one part of 
this scheme— the invasion of the West. His 
successful capture of Atlanta and Savannah 
has already been recorded in these pages. 
Grant endeavoured to carry out the other 
half of his scheme in Virginia. His objective 
was twofold : first, to destroy or cripple 
Lee’s army ; second, to capture Richmond. 
Grant met Lee’s army in the Wilderness. 
Again and again did Grant hurl his forces 
on Lee’s line, but Lee held his ground. 
After a month’s continuous carnage Grant 
had lost about 40,000 men. Lee’s brilliant 
and successful resistance against an enemy 
far superior in numbers and resources stands 
out in the annals of war as a great feat.

During the winter of 1864 the cause of 
the South became more and more hopeless. 
Lack of supplies, mismanagement, and de
sertions weakened Lee’s forces considerably. 
Grant fully determined that the spring cam
paign of 1865 should be the last. Sherman 
brought his army to the southern frontier of 
Virginia. Grant pressed Lee with untiring 
vigour until Lee retreated and Richmond 
fell. On 9 April Lee surrendered to Grant 
at Appomattox. For his illustrious services 
in the field Grant was made a general, a 
rank which had not before existed in the 
United States army.

On 4 March, 1869, Grant became the 
President of the United States. He entered 
upon a second term of office in 1873. After 
retiring from the presidency in 1877, Grant 
decided to visit the countries of the Old 
World. Queen Victoria received him in 
London. He met with enthusiastic greet
ings everywhere. His return journey was 
made via India, China, and Japan.

In 1881 Grant bought a house in New 
York. Two years later he slipped and in
jured his hip permanently. Finding himself 
unable, with his income, to support his 
family properly, Grant became a  partner 
in a bank, and lost all his available capital 
in 1884 owing to frauds on the part of two 
of the partners. The greatness of his need 
now led Grant to write the story of his life. 
The book was published in 1886, and the 
sales were enormous.

In 1884 General Grant was found to be 
suffering from cancer at the root of the 
tongue. The sympathy of the whole nation
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went out to him, but the disease could have 
only one result. Grant therefore bent all his 
energies to the completing of his Memoirs, 
which he finished only four days before his 
death. He passed away on 23 July, 1885.

His remains were taken to New York, and 
a public funeral was held which was the 
most magnificent spectacle ever witnessed 
in the United States.

Omnium Gathcnum
By “ P H I L O L O G O S ”
A Belated Letter
Now and then we read of a letter which from 
some cause or other has not been delivered 
with the usual dispatch. All such cases are 
put into the shade by one which is just 
reported from the Greek island of Zante. 
On 15 June. 1834, the Archimandrite at the 
Monastery of Mount Athos wrote to tell a 
lady living at Zante that several monks 
belonging to his monastery were to visit 
Zante on a begging expedition.

We hope the monks arrived duly ; the 
letter followed them by the little space of 
seventy-three years. The lady to whom it 
was addressed has been dead for years, and 
the letter was delivered to her grandson, who 
happens to be the editor of the newspaper 
Elpis, or “ Hope.” The letter bears no 
obliteration stamp, but the word “ Zante” 
can be made out in the arrival stamp, which 
is faded almost away. The letter was found 
in a dust-covered mail-bag in the Record 
Office on the island.

Croatia Demands its own Stamps
C r o a t i a  is a titular kingdom of Hungary, 
and extends from the Adriatic to the river 
Drave. The Croat race is small but hardy 
and conscious of itself. There is a move
ment on foot in Croatia in favour of a 
national postage stamp quite distinct from 
that used in Hungary. The Assistant 
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Trade at Zagreb, otherwise known as Agram, 
the capital of Croatia, has published a 
pamphlet to show that Croatia has the right 
of issuing its own postage stamps. O f 
course, the leading Croats are supporting 
this claim.

Newspaper Obituary
W e  regret to learn that the Ghent philatelic 
organ, L’Essor PhilaUitque, has ceased to 
appear.

Jln$u>ett$ to Coiwe$pondent$
P. L. (London) asks the difference between 

the 1855 and 1863 issues of the Cape of Good 
Hope.

You can tell these chiefly by the colours, and 
also the issue of 1863 has the lines of the back
ground more blurred than that of 1855, giving 
the stamps a woolly appearance.

The colours are as follows

1855.
id., brick-red, rose-red.
4d., blue, pale blue.
6d., lilac, slate-lilac.
is., yellow-green, deep green.

1863.
id., carmine-red, brown-red.
4d., deep blue, slate-blue.
6d., bright mauve.
is., emerald-green (pale and deep).

The only value there is any difficulty about at 
all is the 4d., and that can be separated by the 
blurred appearance of the background, the sharp 
impressions and paler blue colours being indicative 
of the 1855 issue.

M. McG. (Glasgow).— The Colonial Office 
Journal is published by Messrs. Waterlow and 
Sons, Limited, London Wall, E.C. It is issued 
quarterly, and its price is is. 6d. per number, or 
is. 9d. post-free. We regret that we cannot 
publish advertisements of Stamp Exchange Clubs, 
Such reports would be of no general interest to 
our readers.

A. L. T. (Newcastle-on-Tyne).—Our publishers 
have in contemplation such an album as you 
suggest, but they are not ready to make any 
definite announcement on the subject. There has 
been so much other interesting matter that 
“ Forgeries and Reprints” has teen suspended 
for a while. If you care to study all countries we 
would recommend Album Weedst Vols. I and II.

A. S. C r e s w e l l  (Bexhill).— You would find a 
full description of the make-up of the plates of 
the id., red, English in The Adhesive Stamps 
of the British Jslest which our publishers stock, 
but it is an expensive book. In each sheet of 
240, one stamp is to be found lettered the same 
in all corners. Twelve such varieties exist, viz,, 
with letters “ A ” to “ L .”
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View Issues
By F R A N K  P H I L L I P S

I should be most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 
issues o f  stamps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once if 
desired, together with stamp fo r  p ostage; or to readers subscribing direct, their tubscription will be lengthenedbg 
one number fo r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FR A N K  PH ILLIPS, 391 S tra n d , L o n d on . W.C.

Argentine Republic— In the Phila/clistis.hes 
Echo (15.10.07) we read that Mr. Paul Kohl has 
an interesting used strip of four of the 1884 
provisional 4 on 5 c., vermilion, number 76 in the 
Catalogue* The overprint slants so much that it has 
escaped the last two stamps, so they were marked 
with a large figure “ 4”  with a pen. These would 
certainly seem to be legitimate provisionals, 
which have not been catalogued up to the 
present.

Chili.—We learn from Le Colledionneur de 
Timbrcs-Fos/e {1.11.07) that the Marine Officials 
have already been superseded by some values of 
the current set of postage stamps, overprinted in 
black with the word OFICIAL, and which are 
intended for general Government use.

Officials. Postage stam fs overprinted O F IC IA L , 
in black.

t c., green (a)
3 c. on t p., deep brown (b)
S c., blue (a) .

10 c., black and grey (c)
»5 c. „  „  purple (c) .
30 C. ,, „  orange-brown (c)
SO c. ., ,.  blue (c)

t p,, grey-black and brown (d) .

Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
I, d.

London print.

2 c., scarlet

N o ii’nik. Perfi. 14 to t6.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.

Dominica.— Mr. Kwen informs us that the hi. 
multiple watermark chronicled in our issue of 
7 Novemlier, on the authority of E-Wat's Ii'cckly 
Stamp News (26.10.07), should have been de
scribed as being on chalk-surfaced, not ordinary 
paper.

Ewcn's Weekly Stamp News (9.11.07) also re
ports the 3d. on multiple-watermarked, chalk* 
surfaced paper.

IVmk. M ultiple Crown C A . Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id ., black and carmine . . —  —
3d., mauve and black . . —  —

East Africa and Uganda.— Messrs. Ewen 
have received all the values of the new cents 
issue of this Protectorate, with the exception of 
the 1 c. and 75 c., which, they are informed, will 
not be issued for two or three months.

• China.—We have received the 2 c., no water
mark, in a distinctly different shade, it being 
scarlet instead of crimson.

Eritrea. — The Philatelistisches Echo (15.10.07) 
chronicles the new Italian Express Letter stamp 
overprinted for use in this colony.
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C o b n ta Eritrea

£.\press Letter Stamp. Black merprint.

Unused. Used. 
s. it. s. d.

25 c  , r u s ? ................................................... —  —

Federated Malay States.— MekeePs Weekly 
Stamp Nexvs (26.10.07) chronicles the 1 c., green, 
on chalk-surfaced paper. This is one of the first 
three monocoloured stamps to appear on surfaced 
paper, all of which are reported in this issue. 
\\‘e cannot ouite understand the reason, especially 
in the face of the information given in the authori
tative articles in the Colonial Office. Journal, 
which were reprinted in our issues of 13 July 
and 26 October.

U'tttk. M ultiple Cr&tvn C A. Chalky paper.
Unused. Used 

s. it. s. it.
1 c., g r e e n ................................. — —

Fiji.—MekeePs Weekly Stamp News (26.10.07) 
chronicles the id., vermilion on chalk surfaced, 
instead of ordinary paper. (See remarks under 
‘‘ Federated Malay States.”)

H 'tnk. M ultiple Crown CA. Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. <t.
id., vermilion (on white) — —

French P.O.'s in China.
2 mis

We illustrate above the overprint referred to in 
our last week’s chronicle of the new set.

Gibraltar. — Mekeefs Weekly Stamp AWtv 
f26.to.07) has been shown a copy of the id., 
carmine, on chalk-surfaced paj>er. (See remarks 
under “  Federated Malay States.” )

Wtttk. M ultiple Crown C A. Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. ct. s. ft.
td., carmine (on white) . . . — —

Holland.— The much-talked-of De Ruyter set 
has at last appeared overprinted in Hack for use 
as Postage Dues. No less than thirteen values 
have been created in this manner: we wish that 
the numl>er portended ill luck to the money- 
grubbing authorities, who have discovered a bad 
way of using up a totally unnecessary issue.

Postage Dues. De Ruyter iprinteii in Mack.

I c on t c ., lake

Unused.
S. tt.

Used. 
s. H

I c. „  1 c. „ .  . — —
lit c. 
2I c.

,, t c. „ — —
,, 1 C . , ,
,, ?k c., vermilion

, — —
5. c. . . — —
6} C. „  c. „ . . — —

7* c. ,, A c., blue . . — —
10 c. i c. „ . . — —
I2i C. M 4 c. „ , . — —
15 C. ,, 2$ c., vermilion . . — —

25 c. A c., blue . — —
5* c. ,, 4 c. „ . — —

« g* >• 4c . , , — —

Montenegro.—According to the /. B.J. there 
was more than one printing of the surcharge upon 
the Constitutional issue of 1905, and no doubt 
the overprinting continued so long as there was 
any demand for the stamps thus disfigured. The 
first edition (and perhaps the others also) was 
done in blocks of twenty-five, five rows of five: 
on the first stamp in the fifth row the word at 
right ends op|K»ite the middle of the figure 44 5 ” 
of the dale at foot, on all the others this word 
ends opposite the top of the figure. A later 
edition, supplies of which were obtained in the 
early part of ihis year, shows the overprint in 
somewhat thinner type (seen upon the I, 2, 5, 
and 10 heller); the 2 heller of this printing has 
been found with an error 44 Constitution ’* for 
“ Constitution”, find with the word at top 
measuring 10 x2 mm.—Monthly Journal (9 07).

New Zealand.—We have received a sheet 
(No. 123,529) of the 2d. Postage Due, in red and 
yelltnv-green% instead of green. This change of 
shade was recorded in the case of the td. in our 
issue of 21 September.
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Pos.'tige Due. IVntk. N Z and Star. Pc*-/. 14.
Unused. Used.

2d., red and yellow-green . . —  —

Nicaragua. — A correspondent of MekeeVs 
Weekly Stamp News (26.10.07) has seen the I c. 
and 2 c., American print, overprinted “ B— Dpto. 
Xelaya,” in black as usual.

B

Opto. Zfilava
Overprinted in black.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

1 c., green . . . .  —  —
z c. rose . . . . .  —  _

We have brought the list of the provisionals of 
this country fully up to date in our new Catalogue, 
which will l>e ready shortly. We are able to supply 
many of the minor varieties, owing to the excep* 
tional advantages our New York house has had 
for obtaining these stam|>st and we believe that no 
other catalogue will contain a really accurate list 
of these provisionals.

Paraguay.—We have received a supply of 
another provisional 5 centavos, overprinted in 
Mack on a current 2 c. olive-green. This value 
does not, as far as we know, exist in this colour 
in an unsurcharged state, and it is a mystery to 
us why the colour should be changed when it was 
desired to surcharge it for provisional use as 
another value

HaTrilitado
eo

5
CEN TAVO S

X907. Provisional. Overprinted in black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
; c  on s c . ,  olive-green . . o a —

Peru.— In reference to a paragraph in our issue 
of 12 October, Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. 
write us as follows :—

“ We have to-day received a consignment of 
stamps from Peru, and are informed that there is 
no 2 soles stamp in the new set, and that the old 
2 soles stamps are still in use; our consignment 
was franked with some of these.”

Roum ania. — In the Bulletin Champion 
(25.1007) we read of a new issue, but we have 
not yet seen these stamps, so we can give no 
details of the design, etc.

1907. A  Vie designs.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
x b., b r o w n ...........................—  —
3 b., red-brown . . . .  —  —
5 b., g r e e n ...........................—  —

job., carmine...........................—  —
15 b., m a u v e ...........................—  —
25 b., blue . . —  —
40 b., g r e e n ...........................—  —
50 b., orange —
1 I., black and brown . . .  —  —
2 1. ,, ,, gTeen . . .  —  —

Switzerland.—I?Echo de la T. announces 
the discovery of a portion of a sheet of the 25 c., 
green, of the 1882 issue, imperforate, evidently, 
as our contemporary remarks, escaped from the 
printing office by mistake. —  Monthly Journal 
10.07).

Transvaal.— The following interesting infor
mation is taken from Ewenys Weekly Stamp News 
(9.11.07):—

“ Mr. H. D. Stockwell writes:— *1  do not 
remember your ever having placed on record the 
fact that the current id. and id. Transvaal are 
printed from a different die than the other values.

The id. and id. bicoloured K.H. differ from 
the unicolourcd as under:—

\d. bicoloured,\
(a) Outer frame of stamp is unbroken where

it meets the crown.
(b) The fractional lines dividing the t, 1 from 

2, 2 in id., id. are longer than the foot of 
the figure 1.

(c) The point of the bust rests on the 5th line
of snadtng from the bottom. 

id. bicoloured.
(a) and (c) apply.

i d. unicoloured.
(a) Outer frame is broken, thus causing the 

crown to stand isolated.
(b) Fractional lines are of same length as foot 

of 1, I, and all the figures are heavier.
(c) Point of bust rests on the 4th line of 

shading from bottom.
id. unicoloured.

(a) and (c) apply.”

N.B.— Tke prices quoted above are those a t which the stamps may be had from  
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 3 0 1  Strand, London, W.C.

Printed by W . Brendon & Sop, Ltd ., Plymouth, for the Proprietor*, St a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W .C
93 November, 1907.
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Countries of the UJorid
By W. P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L  
FaridKot

F
A R ID K O T  is a Native State in the 
north of India, under British pro
tection, and is the smallest of the four 

Cis-Sutlej Sikh States. It is situated on the 
left bank of the Sutlej (an affluent of the 
Indus), about 30* 50' N. and 74° 50' E., 

south-west of the Eritish District of Firoz- 
pur and north-west of Patiala. It is under 
the political superintendence of the Punjab 
Government, being attached for adminis
trative purposes to the commissionership of 
Jullundur.

Its area is 644 square miles ; the popula
tion is about 125,000, half of whom are Sikhs 
and the remainder Hindus and Moham
medans in nearly equal proportions. The 
State consists of two parts, Faridkot proper 
and Kot Kapura; and has about 170 vil
lages. The two largest towns (of which the 
chief is Faridkot) only contain about 16.000 
inhabitants between them.

The present chief or Raja (who is also head 
of the Barar Jat tribe) is H.H. Brij Indar 
Singh, who succeeded 11 February, 1906.
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When the Mogul Empire was broken up, 
several Sikh leaders took advantage of the 
confusion attending successive Persian, Af
ghan, and Mahratta invasions to establish 
themselves at the head of marauding bands 
of horsemen in the Cis-Sutlej districts, and 
eventually to declare themselves indepen
dent chiefs. A nephew of Bhallan, one of 
the greatest of these leaders, built the fort 
of Kot Kapura and established the State 
of Faridkot. Early in last century the ter
ritory was seized by Ranjit Singh ; but later 
the English compelled this great chieftain to 
restore all his conquests on the left bank of 
the Sutlej, and Faridkot has since been in
dependent. The British Government thus 
recognizes the services of this and other 
neighbouring States who at the time of the 
Sikh War and the Indian Mutiny refrained 
from active participation in either and lent 
their aid to the English cause.

By the satiaii or charter from the Governor- 
General, Faridkot (like similar States) “ is 
bound to execute justice and promote the 
welfare of its people; to prevent sa/i, 
slavery, and female infanticide; to co-operate 
with the British Government against ene
mies ; to furnish supplies to troops, grant 
free of expense land required for railroads 
and imperial roads,” etc. The present Raja 
has abandoned excise and transit duties m 
exchange for compensation. His revenue is 
about £30,000 a year. He is entitled to a 
salute of eleven guns.

There are no manufactures, the bulk of 
the people being engaged in agriculture. 
The climate is unpleasant. The currency 
includes the folus and the paisa, which both 
correspond to I pice or 3 pies of the ordinary 
Indian currency = id . English.

The dialects spoken are Hindi, Punjabi, 
and English.

Philatelic History
Its philatelic history is interesting, as it is 

one of the two States, Jhind being the other, 
which first issued postage stamps indepen
dently, and then used by special arrangement 
with the Government, British Indian stamps 
overprinted with the name of the State. 
The genuine postal issues of the locally 
produced stamps are very few in number 
and perfectly simple. They were only two 
values, viz. 1 folus and 1 paisa, which 
though differently expressed represent the 
same amount (Jd.), and they only franked 
letters within the borders of the State. The 
only varieties are in paper and shade. The 
former includes native laid paper, ordinary 
laid paper, and thick to thin wove paper. 
The normal colour of both values is ultra- 
marine, the shades of which vary from the 
very palest to the very deepest.

The 1 folus probably appeared in 1879, 
and is of small oblong shape. The design

consists of inscriptions in I’ersi-Arabic char
acters in two rows with a kind of border 
between them, and a plain frame surround
ing the whole. The inscriptions run from 
right to left, the upper meaning “  Princi
pality or Province of Faridkot,” and the 
lower, “  Ticket or stamp of one folus.” The 
1 paisa probably was first issued in 1882, 
and is of a more elaborate nature than the 
first stamp. The characters inside the circle 
are l’ersi-Arabic, and mean “  Principality 
or Province of Faridkot,” like the upper in
scription in the 1 folus. Those in the 
circular band are Sikh or Punjabi characters 
and indicate the same words. In the label 
below the inscription means “ Ticket or 
stamp for letters one paisa.”

The stamps were printed singly, probably 
in some kind of hand press, or perhaps by 
hand without the use of a press, and all are 
imperforate. Tete-bfche pairs are not un
common, and are quite worthy a place in a 
general collection as showing the method of 
printing. In some instances an inverted 
stamp is found in the middle of a block, 
in which case it is only natural to suppose 
the stamps were printed singly by hand. In 
most other cases the tile-blche pairs are 
found in vertical rows, which seems to in
dicate the use of a press, one part of the 
sheet being stamped one way, and then 
having been turned round for convenience 
of printing, receiving the impression on the 
other half upside down.

When the surcharged Indian stamps were 
supplied to the State, viz. on 1 January, 1887, 
the native-made stamps ceased to be used 
for postage. For a long time a great number 
of other stamps, in various colours, etc., were 
believed to have been available for local 
postage, but it has now been clearly proved 
that these were merely fancy varieties 
created by the State Rost Office or Treasury 
to supply a demand that arose when phil
atelists first learnt of the existence of 
Faridkot stamps.

1 folus. 1 paisa.

1879-82. Various papers, Imperf.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d,
I folus, ultramarine . 0 1  0 3
1 paisa ,, . 0 9 0 6

Variety, THiJtiche (pair),
1 folus, ultramarine . 2 0  —

According to Messrs. C. Stewart-Wilson 
and B. Gordon Jones’s exhaustive work
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on British Indian Adhesive Stamps sur
charged for Native States, the Government 
of India have at one time or another 
entered into postal “ Conventions” with six 
Native States, whereby each party recog
nizes “ the franking power within its own 
territory of the postage stamps issued by 
the other party, provided they are of the 
nature laid down in the Convention. In 
other words, the stamps of such State will 
frank a letter throughout the particular 
State, throughout the other ‘ Convention ’ 
States, and also throughout British India. 
These Conventions further bind the Govern
ment of India to supply these States on 
indent with stamps current in British India 
overprinted with the name of the indenting 
State. The charge made to the latter for 
this service is the actual price paid by the 
Government of India to the contractors in 
England for priming the stamps plus the 
freight to India and the actual cost of sur
charging. No profit is made on the trans
actions.”

Faridkot was one of these States, the date 
of commencement of convention being l 
January, 1887, and the date of conclusion 
31 March, 1901. It now uses the ordinary 
Indian stamps.

The numbers of Indian stamps over
printed for use in this State are indicated in 
brackets after the description of each value. 
The overprint consists of two words in small 
capitals, FARIDKOT ( 12J mm. x 2 mm.) above 
and state (7'i mm. x 2 mm.) below, with 
a space of 1 mm. between. This overprint 
was set up 240 times to enable a whole 
sheet of stamps to be overprinted at one 
operation. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that an occasional error w<as made either 
in composing, or arising from type slipping 
in printing. It must be remembered the 
work was performed by poorly paid and 
indifferently educated Orientals. Still, in 
Faridkot these errors are not very numerous, 
and collectors who take them should look 
out for “ akidko t” and “ faridkot.”

[7-1900. O v erp rin ted  ’ in  b la ck .

Unused. Used.
s. d. d.

A a .,  g r e e n  (151,820) . 0 2 0 6
1 a . ,  p lu m  (102,620) . . 0 4 —
2 a .,  b lu e  (07,260) . . 1 O —
3 a .,  o r a n g e  (66,320) ♦  l 6 —
4 a ., g r e e n  (=5,020) . .  1 0 —
6 a .,  b istre  (70,780) . . 6 0 —
8 a ., m au ve (52,260). . 4 0 —

12 a ., p u rp le  on red  (1200) 15 0 —
1 r., slate (1560) . . 15 
1 r .. g r e e n  and c a rm in e

0 —

(49,9^0) . . . 1 0 0 —

In 1900 the 3 pies was called into use, 
and the stamp showing Queen Victoria in 
widow's w eeds was overprinted.

1900. S im ila r ly  o v erf t in te d  in  b lack .
Unused. Used. 

s. «i. s. d.
3 p ies , c a rm in e  (12,240) . 0 4  —

The whole set was overprinted for official 
use with the exception of the 3 pics. The 
stamps for this purpose having an additional 
overprint of the word “ s k r v i c k ” (toi mm. *  
2 mm.) above the words “ k a k i u k o t  stat ic .” 

The stamps are not highly priced, and 
collectors who take all issues should consult 
the current Catalogue (I’art 1).

( T t be continued.}

P L E A S E  N O T E
Tht Prices q ao ttd  In th t  fortgoing a r tic lt  a rt to k tn  from oar p a b ll thtrs* la test S to c k  Hooks, an dlart, 
thtrtfort, th t P r ic ts  a t Which S ta n ttp  G ibb on s , L t d w i l l  have pitasm rt In sopplglng anp o f  ta t  
t tumps that map b t  n ttd td  bp anp o f  o u t rta d tr s .
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Topical notes
By C H A R L E S  J. P H I L L I P S
Used British Stamps

I
 W ISH  to draw my readers’ special 

attention to our Stock Books of Used 
British Stamps. (Some time ago in my 

notes in the Monthly Journal I used the word 
“  English ” when referring to our stamps, 
but— I had a terror of a Scotch correspon

dent— every time I used the word “  English ” 
he used to send me post cards, drawing 
attention to the wrong use of the word, and 
insisting that if I referred to stamps used in 
Scotland— not to mention Ireland and my 
ancestral country, Wales— I was wrong in 
saying English stamps. Since then 1 have 
got into the way of writing “ British,” which 
may or may not be more correct.) There 
are five new volumes that I have just priced, 
and they contain about the best lot of these 
stamps I have ever had at one time.

In making up these new books we have 
added to our stock many important recent 
purchases, and they will now be found worthy 
of inspection by all collectors of fine speci
mens of our stamps.

Each stamp has several pages devoted to 
it, and under each number we have sub
divided the stamps according to postmark, 
etc.

The stamps are priced strictly according 
to condition. Good, well-centred copies are 
priced at the average rates that will be 
quoted in our >qo8 Catalogue. Specimens 
with side margins are priced from 20 to 30 
per cent less, and heavily postmarked copies 
much lower.

A separate book has been made up for 
British Stamps Used Abroad.

The new books are specially strong in—

id., black.
2d., blue, no lines.
id. and 2d., early dies and perforations.
4d., Small and Middle Garter.
6d., tod., and is., octagonal (a superb lot).
8d., pd., 10(1., and 2s. stamps.

A large number of our small blue approval 
books of used British stamps have been 
made up, and collectors at home or abroad 
can now have a very choice selection on 
approval.

‘ British India" handbook is new.
If you specialize, it will suit you.

All good things combined 
Make it best of its kind :

Hurry up ! for we’ve only a few.
Our Tame Limerickist.

New Stock Books
So many of my readers are interested in the 
newest and most recently arranged stock 
books of my firm, that I propose, in future, 
to give a short description of each book and 
name some of the chief contents.

As is pretty well known now, we have 
each book specially made up once a year at 
least. In cases of countries for which there 
is a great demand, e.g. British, Cape, French, 
etc., we have often to make up the books 
twice a year.

When a stock book is about to be re
arranged, we gather together all the stamps 
we have on hand of that country and com
bine the pick of the stock in the new book. 
Thus those who apply for an early choice 
of the new books get the pick of the finest 
copies, rarest shades, and scarce postmarks, 
margin numbers, etc.

In a large business like ours we have an 
enormous demand for common to medium 
stamps, and when a book is remade, I 
almost always find many gaps which we 
want to fill up at once.

I therefore propose in future to publish 
each week a list of stamps we wish to buy 
for cash. In common stamps we shall be 
glad of offers of 6, 12, 50, or 100 of a kind; 
in better ones, of from 1 to 12 stamps, 
according to rarity. All stamps offered must 
be in good condition, well centred, and, if 
used, lightly postmarked. Stamps must be 
sent on approval and lowest cash price 
named for each variety. All used stamps 
must be floated. The stamps should be 
priced as cheaply as possible, as we expect 
to receive many offers, and shall, naturally, 
purchase the cheapest that are offered.

Numbers quoted are those of our current 
Catalogue.

No. 20. Jamaica, Leeward I.sles, Montserrat, 
Virgin Isles. Value jT.578.

The Jamaica, quite an exceptional lot.
The issue November, i860, wmk. Pine

apple, strongly represented in all shades, 
used and unused. Each value is also shown 
imperf. with the word “ S P E C IM E N  ”

The bisected £d., blue, is on entire 
wrapper, dated Fe. 20, 1867. 1 his is one
of the very few bisections included in our 
Catalogue, as it was authorized by a special 
decree.

In the 1871 issue I note the Jd., wmk. CC, 
imperf., good margins all round, and post
marked “ A  29.”

The 1890 provisional 2^d. on 4d. is a fine
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lot, with a good many errors and minor 
varieties, such as double surcharges, p f n n k , 
p e n n y . The former error is interesting, as 
it is undoubtedly a case of the letter “ K ” 
being used in error for “  Y.” The error was 
noted, and lower right limb of the “ K ” 
knocked off, producing a kind of upright 
“ E ” for“ Y.” I have had a specimen with 
the 11K” complete— an early printing before 
the error was discovered.

The Postal fiscals include the id., wmk. 
“ Pine,” used and unused.

The Official stamps include a good lot of 
errors, such as inverted and double sur
charges, vertical surcharge, and errors with 
letters omitted.

In the postage stamps there are also some 
interesting trials for colour and proofs.

The Leeward Isles include several sets of 
the Jubilee surcharge and a lot of errors and 
minor varieties in the 1902 provisionals.

Montserrat. —  Some interesting stamps 
bisected and used for half their value. Fine 
4d., C A, full gum ; uncatalogued shade of 
4d., C A, in a bright rose-lilac, mint j and 
some interesting colour proofs, etc.

Virgin Isles.— An exceptionally good lot 
of the early issues, the used stamps being 
practically complete, the early issues, as most 
collectors know, being hard to find genuinely 
used.

W anted  to  P u r c h a s e

Unused.
Used.

Unused.
Used.

Unused.
Used.

Unused.

Used.

Jamaica.
S. '2, 3 2 , 39*. I5 I-
3, 9, 11, 20, 21, 343, 41, 42, 43-

Leeward Isles.
9, 10, 12, 17, 26.
4, S, 6, 7, 8, 9 to 16, : 7 to 21, 22, 

24 to end.
Montserrat.

14, 16, 18.
1, 2, 7, 8, 14, 16 to end.

Virgin Isles.
1, 5. 6. 9. 17. 32, 36. 37, 46, 51, 52, 

53-
8, 9, 30, 43 to end.

No. 58. Mauritius. Value ,£1080.
The old issues are very strong, there being 

over one hundred of the locally printed 
stamps in this volume. Amongst these there 
are:—

id., first state, on yellow paper . 4 used,
id. ,, ,, bluish ,, . 10 ,,
2d. „  „  yellow „  . 4 „
2d. ,, ,, bluish ,, . 9 ,,

The later states of the plate are represented 
by numerous specimens in singles, pairs, and 
strips.

The October, 1859, 2d., large fillet, 3 used. 
The Perkins Bacon stamps of 1858-62 are

poor, our stock having been much reduced of 
late years.

The “'no wmk.” series, 1860-3, are very 
strong in fine used copies, but weak in un
used. Later issues are nearly all well repre
sented.

W a n te d  to  P u r c h a s e
All old issues in extra fine condition. 

Unused. Nos. 44, 46. 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55, 
56, 57, 58, 61, 64, 67, 72, 81, 83, 
86, 87, 88, 114, 123, 141, 156, 160. 

Used. Nos. 38, 45, 52, 53, 81, 82, 97, 103, 
114, 123, 124, 127, I3 i«. ' 32 , 137, 
141, 142, 143, 144, 1 145, 146, 147.

N o. 12. Falkland Isles, Niger Coast, Northern 
and Southern Nigeria. Value £. 2 58. 

These are all good selling countries. 
Northern and Southern Nigeria especially 
seem to appeal to the speculator, and the 
changes in prices have been very great, both 
up and down.

There is nothing special in these countries 
to which to draw attention, but there are 
rather many small-value stamps we want in 
order to fill up our stock.

W a n 'e d  to  P u r c h a s e
Falkland Isles.

Unused. 4, 11, 12, 13, 28, 29.
Used. 4, 8, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 20, 25, 26, 30 

to end.
Niger Coast Protectorate.

Unused. 1,6,43,44.
Used. 6, 39, 40, 51, 52, 66, 69, 70, 71. 

Northern Nigeria.
Unused. 9, 12, 15, 16. 20, 23, 24, 25, 26.
Used. 1 to 9, 20, 22, 23.

Southern Nigeria.
Unused. 3, 4 , 7,9, 10, 12a, 16, 17.
Used. 3 to 9, 12a, 13 to 19.

Reports of Philatelic Societies
1 sh au . be greatly obliged if Secretaries of 
all Philatelic Societies will send in their 
reports of meetings as soon after each meet
ing as possible ; this portion of our paper 
goes to press two weeks before date of 
publication, and it is therefore advisable to 
send in reports as early as possible.

I am a strong believer in these local 
societies, and I should like to see one estab
lished in every large town in Great Britain.

G. S. IV. has now such a great circulation 
that I consider that the publication of such 
reports will do much to induce other collec
tors to apply for membership.

Leicester Stamp Exhibition
UNDER the auspices of the Leicester Phila
telic Society, an Exhibition of Postage 
Stamps was held on Friday and Saturday,
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i and 2 November, at the Victoria Hall, 
Granby Street. The opening ceremony was 
performed by Mr. T. \V. Peek, Vice-Presi
dent of the Birmingham Society. The chair 
was taken by the President, I)r. Milbourne 
West, before a large gathering of members 
and friends.

In opening, Mr. Peck said he was de
lighted to be present with the Leicester 
Society on the opening of the second Ex
hibition of Postage Stamps, and to see 
Leicester philatelists keenly alive to the im
portance of display such as he saw before 
him, and it was a credit to such a young 
Society to have brought such a collection 
together.

On the motion of Mr. Leicester A. B. 
Paine, of Longsdon, Stoke-on-Trent, a vote 
of thanks was proposed to Mr. W. Doming 
Beckton, of Manchester, for kindly and so 
ably judging the exhibits, and to Mr. Peck 
for declaring the Exhibition open.

This was seconded by Mr. J. Read Burton, 
of London.

The Exhibition being declared open, a 
walk round the room showed exhibits which 
included some of the finest collections of the 
British Colonies that exist. Among those that 
arrested much attention were New Zealand, 
Cape of Good Hope, Sarawak, West Indian 
Islands, and Great Britain, while some of 
the local classes sent in by members were 
much admired.

During Friday evening lectures were given 
by Messrs. J. G. Boulton andT. B. Widdow- 
son, members of the Society, on “ The 
Advantages of being a Philatelist ” and “  A 
Chat on Forgeries,” illustrated by lantern 
slides respectively. These proved to be 
very interesting and instructive, and were 
applauded as the various stamps were de
picted on the screen.

On Saturday evening a good number of 
people gathered to hear the lecture “  Phila
telic Monuments to War,” by Mr. W. E. 
Lincoln, London. This was unusually in
teresting, the stamps shown on the screen 
dating back many years ; many slides were 
shown depicting stamps issued for service 
on the field of battle.

The following is a list of the exhibits and 
awards :—

C l a s s  I

Haushurg, L. L. R. 
Bennett, H. . 
Paine, L. A. B. 
Stephenson, C. A. .

Bazett, Mrs. E. C. 
Bernstein, I. J. 
Buckley, S. C. 
Heginbotiom, J. E.

Lindner, Miss A. J. 
Tarrant, W. H. .

New Zealand. Cold medal. 
Sarawak. Silver medal. 
Great Britain. Diploma. 
South Australia and Bar

bados. Diploma.
East Africa and Uganda. 
Malta.
Great Britain.
Barbados, Ceylon, St. Vin

cent, West Australia, 
Victoria.

Great Britain.
Cape of Good Hope.

Widdowson, T. B. Seychelles.
West, Dr. R. B. . Great Britain.
Pimm, W. . . St. Lucia.
Cartwright, T. C. . Canada, Great Britain.

C l a s s  II
St. Vincent, Barbados.

Silver medal.
India. Bronte medal. 
Ceylon. Diploma.
Canada.
Cape of Good Hope. 
British South Africa.

C l a s s  III
Burton, J. R. . Chili, U S.A., and St.

Helena. Silver medal.
Heginliottom, J. E. A number of West Indian 

and Australian Colonies. 
Bronze medal.

C l a s s  IV
Faulkes, A. H. . Collection in Imperial.

Silver medal.
Widdowson, T. B. Collection in Imperial.

Album.

C l a - s  V

Boulton, J. G. . Curiosities, etc. Bronze 
medal.

Goddard, J. W. H. Curiosities, etc. Album.

Widdowson, T. B.

West, Dr. R. M. . 
Mussen, Dr. W. . 
Goddard, J. W. H. 
Faulkes, A. H. 
Williams, II. P.

C l a s s  V I

Widdowson, T. B. Holland. Bronze medal. 
Gadsby, W. . . Turkey. Album and Dip

loma.

C l a s s  VII
Edwards, T. .

Sansome, P. V. 
Biddle, W. H.

Great Britain. Album and 
Diploma.

Great Britain. Diploma. 
Great Britain. Album.

C l a s s  VIII
Mussen, Miss. . Junior Collection. Album

and Diploma.

I only regret that being away upon a long- 
needed holiday, I was unable to be present 
at this Exhibition and thus be in a position 
to describe in detail many of the fine col
lections shown.

We in London know something of the 
great labour involved in getting up an ex
hibition, and the Committee are to be 
heartily congratulated on the success that 
they undoubtedly achieved.

The Herts Philatelic Society’s 
Second “  Monthly Report ”
Is to hand, and amongst other interesting 
news is the paper read at the opening of the 
session by Major E. B. Evans, who in the 
course of his remarks said :—
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This being the opening meeting of the present 
session, I should like to say a few words upon the 
work of societies in general, and of this Society 
in particular. It seems to me that the work of 
a Philatelic Society should be in the first place 
sotial, and that is a kind of work in which this 
Society has never been behindhand. The business 
of a society is to bring collectors together, and 
lead them to take an interest in other people's 
collections as well as in their own. In these days, 
when almost every collector is a specialist, it is 
more than ever necessary that we should learn to 
bear with the frailties and frivolities of our fellow- 
members.

But whilst the principal aim of a society must 
be to bring its members together and give them 
opportunities for social intercourse and discussion 
of philatelic subjects, it should not be forgotten 
that in any society of considerable dimensions 
there will always be a certain number of members 
who cannot attend the meetings, or who cannot 
attend them regularly; and I think that some effort 
should be made to reach those less fortunate mem
bers and enable them to take some part, however 
little, in the work and proceedings of the Society 
to which they belong. I am therefore extremely 
glad to see that this Society has commenced a 
Monthly Report, which I am sure will prove of 
immense service in the direction to which I have 
just alluded. It will contain, no doubt, far fuller 
reports of all that takes place at the meetings 
than could well be published in any other way ; 
there will, of course, be detailed descriptions 
of all displays and exhibitions, and papers read 
before the meetings will be printed in full, and 
I hope that when discussions take place, on sub
jects either of general interest or of interest to the 
members of the Society, those discussions will be 
reported as fully as possible, so that absent mem
bers—perhaps I take a selfish interest in their 
welfare—may be in a position to know wbat is 
happening, and to feel that they also can form an 
opinion upon the subjects that are brought before 
the meetings. I believe that by this means, not 
only will a much larger number of members lie 
led to take an interest in the work of the Society, 
but that the attendance at meetings may also be 
improved. It is a great advantage certainly to 
be present at meetings, to see the stamps shown, 
and to hear what is said about them; but there 
is a further advantage, which those who were 
present can also enjoy, and which those who were 
absent will be able to share with them, in being 
able to read at one's leisure the reports of the 
proceedings and to weigh and consider the points 
that have been discussed. I hope that many 
members will be templed to send contributions, 
criticisms of papers, letters upon points that seem 
to require discussion, and so forth. I think that 
members of a society will be much more willing 
to join in discussions in a paper of their own, 
than they would be to do so in one of the public

f
>hilatelic periodicals, where discussion might be 
>urked by an unsympathetic editor.

Finally, I would remind you that there is an 
enormous amount of philatelic work that wants 
doing, and one would like to see all societies and 
all individual philatelists taking their share in it. 
It is unnecessary for me to suggest subjects. 
Probably every member here to-night could sug

gest some subject upon which he would like to 
see an exhaustive paper or a handbook published. 
Well, I will tell him what to do—get to work, 
search for information, study the subject, make 
note of everything that you can find, and you 
will discover before long that you can write 
that paper or compile that handbook yourself, 
without waiting for some other fellow to do it—■ 
as your natural modesty might incline you to do.
I am not preaching what I do not practise, and 
I only mention that fact in order to add that 
what I have done anybody else can do.

Mr. E. I). Bacon contributes an interest
ing paper on the “ Early Stamps of Antigua,” 
compiled with his usual accuracy and great 
knowledge.

Speaking of the imperf. and part perf. 
stamps, Mr. Bacon draws attention to an 
imperf. pair of the id., lilac-rose, Star wmk., 
which was in the de Coppet Collection. Also 
in the Tapling Collection there is a strip 
of three of the id., orange-vermilion, imperf. 
vertically but perforated horizontally.

Mr. Bacon has not heard of a pair of 6d., 
wmk. Star, imperf., although he considers 
that single copies exist with sufficient mar
gins to be classed as imperf.

Mr. Bacon concludes his article with a 
synopsis listing the issued stamps, proofs, 
and trial perforations, followed by a list of 
all the stamps sent out to Antigua by Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon and Co.

Unused Natal Official Stamps
Messrs. G. Street & Co. send us on behalf 
of the Agent-General for Natal the following 
notice:—

We are informed by the Agent-General for 
Natal that certain unused Natal postage stamps, 
overprinted “  Official,” have been offered for 
sale, and notice is given that such stamps have 
been stolen, and dealers and others are warned 
against dealing in stamps of this description.

In compliance with this request, wc have 
to give notice that we shall not price these 
stamps unused in our next Catalogue.

TH E K IN G 'S  OW N  
P O ST A G E  S T A M P  ALBU M

T his Album  has been specially designed for 
those collectors w ho either com m ence a collection 
with the Postage Stam ps o f  K in g  Edw ard V I ) , or 
who collect these stamps as a supplem ent to a 
G eneral Collection. T h e  K in g 's  O w n A lbum  con
tains 100  pages o f h eavy white plate paper out
lined with a neat border o f  neutral g re y , with 
quadrille background inside the g re y  border, and 
name space at the top  o f each p age. E xact size 
o f leaves from the outer ed ge, 7 ^ x 9 ^ ; available 
for m ounting stamps, 6£x81. T h e title-page is 
printed in the R oyal Colours, with the K in g 's  
C yp h er M onogram  and C row n . Stro n g ly  bound 
in cloth, bevelled boards, with the Official C ypher 
M onogram  and C row n  in g o ld  on cover.

Post-free, 8s . ; abroad, 8s. qd.
Stanley Gib boos. Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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GROUP III —continued 
A  40. Flint R iver

A small place in the north-west portion of 
the island, about 128 miles from Kingston. 

6d., no letters.

A  4 1. Gayle
Gagle according to the Post Office list, 

but now called Gayle, a town in the St. Mary 
district.

6d., no letters, 
is. ,,

A  42. Golden Spring
A small hamlet in the district of St. An

drews, about ten to twelve miles from Kings
ton. It no longer possesses a post office.

6d., no letters, 
is.

A  43. Gordon T ow n
Also in the district of St. Andrews ; nine 

miles only from Kingston.
6d., no letters.

A  44. Goshen
A spot on the map in the St. Elizabeth 

district of the county of Cornwall. At the 
present day it neither has a post office nor 
is it on the railway.

4d., no letters.
6d.

A  45. Grange Hill
A small place in the Westmoreland dis

trict, about 137 miles from Kingston, about 
half-way between Savannah la Mar and 
Green Island.

4d., no letters.
6d.

A  46. Green Island
An island and village on the west coast, 

over 150 miles from Kingston.
4d., no letters.

A  47. Highgate
A  town in the north, ten miles west of 

Annotto Bay, and thirty-eight miles from 
Kingston.

4d., no letters.

A  46. Hope B ay
A  village and bay on the north-east coast, 

about seven miles from Port Antonio, con
nected by rail with Kingston, from which it 
is forty-nine miles.

6d., no letters.

Lilliput
Although a post office existed here in 

1858, the existence of the place to-day can 
hardly be traced. 11 is not on the railway, nor 
has it a post office, or a registrar of births 
and deaths, or a police office, and we cannot 
find it on any map. It is, however, in the 
St. Elizabeth district, not far from Balaclava. 

4<1., no letters.
6d.

A  50. Little River
A mail-coach office, 103 miles from Kings

ton, in the St. James district on the north 
coast. No stamps with this cancellation 
have been found.

A  5 1. Lucea
(Lucia in the Post Office list.) A village 

on the north-west coast in the Hanover 
district, about seventeen miles from Mon
tego Bay. This is the eighth largest place 
in the island.

4d., no letters.
6d.

A  52. Manchioneal
A mail-coach office in the Portland dis

trict, fifty-six miles from Kingston on the 
east coast. It was the scene of some of the 
exploits of Tom Cringle recorded in his 
Log. No stamps with this cancellation 
have yet been found.

A  53. M andeville
A town in the Manchester district, nearly 

fifty-eight miles west of Kingston. One of 
the twelve largest towns.

id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
A  54. M ay Hill

A village in the Manchester district. The 
post office has been transferred to a neigh
bouring place called Spur Tree.

id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
4d., no letters.
6d.

A  55. Mile G u lly
Also in the Manchester district. It is on 

the main line to Montego Bay, and is sixty- 
five miles from Kingston.

id., Large Crown ; perf. 14. 
sjd., no letters.
6d.

A  56. Mongeaue
In the Post Office list, but now called Mo- 
neague. A  town in the St. Ann’s district, on 
the main road to Ocho Rios and St. Ann’s 
Bay, some forty miles from Kingston.

6d., no letters.

British Stam ps used H broad
By I. J. B E R N S T E I N  a n d  C H A S .  N I S S E N

A  49
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A 57. Montego B ay
A seaport town on the north coast of some 

importance, ranking third in point of popu
lation. It is the terminus of the railway, 113 
miles from Kingston.

id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
4(1., no letters.
6d.
is.

A 58. Montpellier
A smail town on the main line to Montego 

Bay. It is in the St. James district, and is 
103 miles from Kingston.

6d., no letters.
A 59. Morant B ay  

A town on the bay and at the mouth of 
the river of the same name on the south-east 
coast. It is situated about thirty miles from | 
Kingston. Its trade is important, and it is 
included in the list of the twelve most popu
lous towns.

4d., no letters. 1
fid. ,,

A 60. Ocho Rios I
A mail-coach office on the north coast in j

the St. Ann’s district, some sixty-seven miles 
from Kingston. '

4d., no letters.
A 61. Old Harbour

A town near the south coast, about ten 
miles from Spanish Town, with which and 
with Kingston it is connected by rail.

4d., no letters.
6d. ,,

A 62. Plantain Garden R iver
A small place near Bath in the St. Thomas 

district, about fifty miles from Kingston, 
id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
4d., no letters.
6d.

A  63. Pear Tree Grove
A small place in the St. Catherine district, 

about forty miles from Kingston.
6 d., no letters.

A  64. Port Antonio
A port of entry in the Portland district 

on the north-east coast. It ranks sixth in 
number of population, and is a favourite 

1 resort of American tourists.
4d., no letters.

A  65. Port Morant
A port of entry on the south-east coast, a 

few miles east of Morant Bay.
id , Large Crown ; perf. 14.
4(1., no letters.
6d.

A  66. Port Maria
A port on the north coast in the Saint 

Mary district, fifty miles from Kingston. 
It is included in the list of the twelve prin
cipal towns.

id., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
6 d ., no letters.

A  67. Port Roval
Is really a sub-office of Kingston, and is 
situated on the natural breakwater, called 
The Palisadoes, forming the harbour. It 
was prior to the earthquake of 1692 the 
finest town in the West Indies.

6d., no letters.

A  68. Porus
On the Montego Bay railway in the dis

trict of Manchester, some forty-seven miles 
from Kingston. It is a populous village 
where a brisk trade is carried on.

6 d-, no letters.

( To t-e continued.')

Twentieth Century Colonials
H Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British Empire 
Issued during the first Six Years of the Twentieth Century
January, I90 l-3 une, 1907)

W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D . B .

Introductory—continued

S
INCE the year 1882 the majority of Brit
ish Colonial stamps have been printed 
upon paper watermarked with the de

sign of a Royal Crown above the initials C A, 
these letters signifying Crown Agents for 
the Colonies, who represent in London the 

various Colonial Governments that have 
no specially accredited Agents - General, 
and through whom the stamps, after having

A R M S T R O N G
(1C O r Y R / G H T  R E S E R l'E D .)

been printed in England, are distributed to 
those possessions for which they have been 
prepared, this watermark superseding the 
old Crown C C (Crown Colonies) water
mark which had been in use prior to that 
date, the designation Crown Colony not 
being applicable to all of the British posses
sions.

Both the Crown and C C and Crown and
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C A  watermarks were so arranged as to 
allow of one complete device falling upon 
the centre of each stamp on the sheet. In 
the case of the Crown and C A  watermark 
this device was arranged in groups of 60, in 
to evenly spaced rows of 6, the whole of 
the 60 watermarks being contained within 
a single - lined frame, also watermarked. 
This was known as a “ pane,” four such 
panes going to make up one complete sheet 
of printed stamps, the designation “ pane” 
arising from the fact that the four groups 
being connected by narrow’ vertical and 
horizontal margins, had the appearance of a 
window, in which the glass was represented 
by four groups of stamps, and the frame
work by the plain margins or “ gutters” 
referred to above. There were also plain 
margins round the outer edges of the sheet, 
which had watermarked in them the in
scription “ C R O W N  A G E N T S  F O R  T H E  
C O L O N IE S ,”  reading up on the left and 
down on the right-hand side of the sheet. 
At either comer of the sheet, and also 
between the words “ f o r ”  and “ t h e ”  of 
the inscription, were watermarked large 
crosses to facilitate the ready subdivision of 
the panes.

O f the old Crown C C watermark there 
had been in use two separate sizes, the one 
similar to the Crown C A  watermark, to 
which it gave place, for use on stamps of the 
regulation size of 22 mm., and another 
almost twice as large, for use in printing 
stamps of larger design, principally high 
values and pictorial stamps. O f this latter 
paper the Colonial Authorities had still a 
large supply on hand at the time of the 
change to the Crown C A  watermark; 
therefore large-design stamps continued to 
be issued watermarked Crown C C.

In the first weeks of May, 1904, however, 
this was all changed, and a new watermark, 
known as Multiple Crown CA , was brought 
into use, the watermark designs being 
this time placed so close together that por
tions of several watermarks fell on the 
same stamp, thus entirely dispensing 
with the necessity for careful and accurate 
spacing, and making the same paper adapt
able for printing all sizes of stamps. The 
Crown C A  device was also slightly reduced 
in size, and the sheets, instead of having 
marginal inscriptions as before, were water
marked from edge to edge with the oft- 
repeated Crown C A  design, a single pane 
containingapproximately237half-watermarks 
in the space formerly occupied by 60 only.

The size of the sheets was also changed, 
the usual form now being two panes or 120 
stamps to the sheet, instead of four panes 
and 240 stamps, as had hitherto been in 
vogue.

For some considerable time after the 
advent of this watermark large-design

stamps continued to be printed upon paper 
watermarked with the large Crown CC 
design, which had then been in use for over 
thirty years. During the past few months, 
however, several large stamps have made 
their appearance with the Multiple Crown 
C A  watermark, tending to show that the 
stock of wide - spaced Crown C C paper 
remaining in the hands of the Government 
has been finally exhausted.

The change from the Single to the 
Multiple Crown and C A  came as a total 
surprise to the philatelic public at large, the 
Colonial Authorities having allowed not the 
smallest intimation of the projected altera
tion to leak o u t; the result being a boom in 
such British Colonial stamps as had then 
been recently issued with the Single Crown 
C A  svatermark, chiefly comprising the new 
issues made by most of the British Colonies 
and Possessions on the accession of King 
Edward YTI to the throne of Great Britain, 
many of them having, at the time of the 
change, been in use for a few months, and in 
some cases a few weeks only.

When new editions of the principal cata
logues began to appear around Christmar, 
1904, some startling rises in the prices of 
many of these stamps were recorded, notable 
amongst them being the recently issued 
King’s Head scries of Cyprus, Lagos, and 
Southern Nigeria, to which, together with 
many other important rises, I will draw the 
readers attention throughout these articles.

At the time of writing the Single CA 
boom continues unabated, and there would 
appear to be no reason to suppose that there 
is any likelihood of a fall in value ; in fact, 
all indications would show the contrary to 
be the case, chiefly owing to the fact that all 
the machinery necessary for the production 
of the Single C A  paper has been destroyed, 
and also because these issues have been 
almost entirely free from speculative corner
in g*

The next change which 1 have to record 
is of less importance, and comprises the 
adoption of a new grade of paper, known as 
chalk-surfaced paper, upon which a large 
number of British and British Colonial Post
age and Revenue stamps have recently been 
printed. The introduction of this paper is 
said to have been necessitated on account of 
that formerly used for printing these stamps 
being easily cleanable, unless the stamps 
were printed in either lilac or green doubly 
fugitive ink, or unless specially prepared ink 
was used for their cancellation, which was 
not always possible where the same stamps 
were intended for both postal and fiscal use. 
This method had also the disadvantage that

* Readers should note that this and many other re* 
marks in regard to values of stamps are onty the ideas of 
the author, and our publishers entirely disagree with some 
o f  his opinions.— E d.
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as all values were printed in one or two 
colours a very similar appearance was given 
to many of the stamps, which rendered them 
difficult to distinguish at sight, and resulted 
in many mistakes being made.

The new paper which the British Postal 
Authorities first brought into use in Septem
ber, 1905, is treated with a preparation of 
chalk, which imparts a highly glazed surface 
to it, and which, though slightly more ex
pensive to produce, gives stamps printed on 
it a much clearer and brighter appearance 
than those printed upon the old unsurfaced 
paper.

It is also practically impossible for stamps 
printed upon this paper to be cleaned, as any 
attempt to remove the cancellation results 
in the destruction of the entire face of the 
stamp. On this account great care should 
be exercised when soaking off used copies 
of stamps printed on chaik-surfaced paper, 
as the slightest moisture coming in contact 
with the face of the stamp will cause the 
removal of large portions of the design, 
which will peel off after the manner of cheap 
lithographic transfers.

Stamps printed upon chalk-surfaced paper 
may, however, with perfect safety be printed 
in any desired colour, and the Colonial 
Authorities are at present engaged in the 
production of a new key plate for printing 
British Colonial Postage and Revenue stamps 
which will allow of their being printed all 
in one colour, thus extending to all future 
British Colonial issues a far wider range of 
colouring than has hitherto been in effect.

One great disadvantage of this paper is 
that it is not adaptable for the production of 
stamps printed from line-engraved plates, 
which require a paper with a decidedly 
coarse surface. Philatelists may therefore 
bid a reluctant farewell to the handsome 
line-engraved designs which have figured so 
prominently amongst the British Colonial 
issues of the past sixty-five years.

The stamps of New South Wales have 
for several years been printed upon chalk
surfaced paper, and its use has been gradu
ally extended to most of the British Colonies 
and Possessions. It is confined, however, 
to stamps which are put to the dual uses of 
Postage and Revenue. Recently its scope 
has been even further modified, the majority 
of the Colonial Governments being of the 
opinion that in the case of stamps of a less 
face value than 5d. the risk of their being 
cleaned and used over again in any con
siderable quantity is so small as not to 
justify the extra expenditure consequent on 
the employment of chalk-surfaced paper in 
connexion with the p-inting of these values.

In the case of used stamps it is frequently 
found to be extremely difficult to distinguish 
between the surfaced and unsurfaced paper, 
as the amount of surfacing applied to the

former varies considerably, and for this 
reason philatelists do not collect this chalk
surfaced variety, confining themselves to 
Single and Multiple watermarks irrespective 
of paper. Much higher prices are being 
asked, however, by dealers for stamps show
ing the Multiple watermark printed upon 
the old unsurfaced paper, and this variety 
bids fair to become as rare almost as its 
predecessor the Single CA .

In the case of unused copies those printed 
upon chalk-surfaced paper may readily be 
distinguished by their bright and sharp ap
pearance, whilst the method most generally 
employed in dealing with postmarked speci
mens is to rub the rim of a silver coin along 
the teeth of the perforations, which proceed
ing, if the stamp be printed upon chalk-sur
faced paper, will leave a series of short black 
marks similar in appearance to those made 
by an ordinary lead pencil; these may be 
again removed by rubbing softly with a 
slightly moistened silk handkerchief.

For the benefit of those philatelists who 
desire to include the chalk-surfaced variety 
in their collections, all British Colonial 
stamps which have been printed upon this 
paper up to date of the compilation of these 
articles will be found catalogued under their 
respective countries.

To the general collector this distinction 
of paper will have but little interest and may 
well be omitted, but for the collector of 
British Colonial stamps and the Twentieth 
Century specialist in particular, it forms a 
distinct variety of some importance. Another 
noteworthy philatelic event is the return 
recently made by the majority of the British 
Colonies and Possessions to single-colour 
printing for their low-value stamps.

At the Fifth Congress of the Universal 
Postal Union, held in Washington, U.S.A., 
in May and June, 1897, the recommenda
tion was adopted that in order to facilitate 
the work of postal clerks in all countries, 
stamps of the denominations most generally 
in use for international communication, viz. 
Id., id., and aid., and their equivalents in 
foreign currencies, issued by nations who 
were members of the Postal Union, should 
be printed in green, red, and blue respec
tively, so that the postal officials, though 
unable to decipher the original inscriptions 
on the stamps, could determine by means 
of the colours only as to whether a letter 
or parcel was sufficiently prepaid or not. 
This recommendation was immediately 
acted upon by the majority of the countries 
included in the Universal Postal Union, but 
owing to their inability to provide a suffi
ciently wide range of doubly fugitive inks, 
the British Colonial authorities saw fit to 
adopt it in part only, and thus while the 
name and value of the stamp would be of 
the prescribed hue, the greater part of. the
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design would be printed in either lilac or 
green, as the case might be.

This state o f affairs continued until after 
the session of the Rome Convention o f the 
Postal Union which sat in May, 1906, when 
it was decided that what had hitherto not 
been obligatory should henceforth be made 
compulsory, and that all stamps of the pre
scribed values in use by Postal Union coun
tries must, after 1 October, 1907, conform 
to this regulation. T o  this end, therefore, 
all recent printings of British Colonial stamps 
of the values o f Id., id., and 2jd. have been 
in the required colours.

It has been rumoured that a new grade o f 
specially prepared ink  is being employed in 
connexion with the production of these 
stamps printed all in one colour, which, 
being mixed with chalk, possesses many of 
the characteristics of the chalk-surfaced 
paper, but up to now I have been unable 
to obtain any official confirmation of this 
statement.

T h e various coloured papers which were 
first brought into use in connexion with the 
printing of British Colonial stamps about 
the year 1898 have at last been abandoned, 
and when the small supply at present remain
ing in the Government stores is exhausted 
no more of this class of paper will be manu
factured, owing to the extra cost incurred by 
the dyeing of the paper and the fact that, 
with the introduction of the chalk-surfaced 
paper, a sufficient range o f distinct colours 
can be readily obtained without recourse 
thereto.

Before concluding this Introductory chap
ter, a  word must be said concerning the

great historical interest attached to the 
British Colonial stamps of the Twentieth 
Century, embracing, as they do, the issues 
resulting from the death of Queen Victoria 
and the accession of King Edward V I 1 to the 
throne ; the W ar in South Africa ; the Boxer 
Rising in China; the Somaliland Campaigns; 
and the Federation of the Australian Com
monwealth and of the M alay States.

From a geographical standpoint, these 
issues are also replete with instructive quali
ties, as they include many little-known 
Colonies and Dependencies which have 
issued postage stamps for the first time 
during the period reviewed by these articles, 
such as Brunei, M aidive Islands, British 
Solomon Islands, Aitutaki, etc.

At the present time eighty-eight British 
Colonies and Possessions throughout the 
world issue their own individual series of 
postage stamps, and, during the first six 
years o f the Twentieth Century, these Col
onies and Possessions have issued amongst 
them approximately 2500 stamps, inclusive 
of varieties ; whilst during that period nine
teen new stamp-issuing Colonies have en
tered the field ; four other Colonies have 
recommenced to issue their own stamps 
after a lapse o f several years ; and fifteen 
Colonies and Possessions have either ceased 
to issue stamps altogether, or have been 
merged into other stamp-issuing Colonies.

In conclusion, I wish to acknowledge my 
indebtedness to many philatelic journals and 
publications from which I have derived much 
assistance in my work, also to many phil
atelic friends who have aided me in matters 
o f doubt.

(To be continued )

Abyssinia
By J. W. H. HESLOP

SO M E  of our readers are good at puzzles. 
Look at the list o f Abyssinian stamps in 
the Catalogue, and see if you can dis

cover any fact about it which is not apparent 
at first sight. Som e of you will have it in a 
moment— French influence. In 1894 the 
issue is in “ guerche,” a purely Abyssinian 
term. In 1901 the set is overprinted “ Ethi- 
opie,” a French compliment to the Emperor 
M enelik as king o f Ethiopia. Four years 
ater the set is surcharged outright in francs 

and centimes T h e chief postal officials are 
Frenchmen, the stamps are made in Franee, 
and it is chiefly from French philatelic 
journals that the announcement o f any new 
Abyssinian issue is copied into English 
papers.

It should not be imagined that the natives

are mere negroes, akin to the races around; 
they are a  distinct race in themselves, not 
unlike the Persians (the Persian lion is on 
their stamps), distinctly related to the Jews, 
and not dissimilar to the .Sudanese. They 
have a history which goes back three 
thousand years, and when their country is 
available for archaeological research the 
riches o f buried towns and temples, such 
as exist in Egypt, may prove them to be 
the oldest and most highly civilized race 
in East Africa. Inferior peoples round them 
live in huts o f mud and rushes ; the Abys- 
sinians inhabit stone dwellings. Their 
country has been well cultivated for ages, 
and the implements employed in agriculture 
are the same as figure in the ancient tombs 
o f  E gypt. A  strong race, they have always
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successfully defied the Arab slave-raider, 
and while adjoining countries have been 
depopulated by the slave trade, the A bys
sinian has been more than able to hold his 
own.

King Menelik traces his descent from the 
Queen of Sheba, the contemporary of King 
Solomon, a pedigree which is really tre
mendous. The portrait o f him on the 
stamps of his country is a good one. He 
is getting an old man now, and has ruled 
his dominions with a just and strong hand 
since [889. His reign has seen great 
changes. Tim e was when his seaboard 
was unoccupied, but now three great 
Western nations have planted colonies 
thereon. T he Italians pushed up from 
Erithrea, and gave Menelik b a tt le ; it 
proves the Abyssinian to be a  power to 
be reckoned with that he drove them back 
in the disastrous campaign of 1896. The 
French occupy Somali coast and the E ng
lish Somaliland— all three colonies border
ing on Abyssinia. T h e presence o f these 
powerful neighbours is enough to make 
Menelik watchful.

The Italians had proved aggressive, and 
the English were averse to the slave trade, 
so Menelik was driven back on the friend
ship of France. He is glad o f these French 
neighbours because they supply him with 
arms and ammunition, by way of Djibuti, 
otherwise he is dependent on outsiders for 
nothing; his country is self-supporting, he 
desires neither export nor import, but is 
glad of firearms. A t the present moment 
he is supplied with weapons of the latest 
European pattern, and the late British 
Consul on the Red Sea declared the marks
manship of the rank and file to be equal to 
that of the Boers.

In return for these services Menelik has 
allowed the French to build their railway 
three hundred miles into the interior from 
Djibuti, and to open up trade routes. They 
have had some trouble with their railway, 
white ants eating the sleepers, monkeys 
swinging on the wires and sagging them 
down, and natives carrying off the poles for 
building purposes. T he telegraph wire is an 
object of mistrust, the natives thinking it to 
be connected with some form of European 
magic, which it may be to their interest and 
safety to remove.

Very little is known about the postal 
arrangements, except the little that can 
occasionally be gleaned from French papers, 
but it would seem there is a weekly post 
from Djibuti, following the railway to the 
chief interior towns. From these towns 
the letters are carried ay messengers to the 
outlying districts. Stamps were therefore 
necessary, but there is not much evidence 
to show they are extensively used by the 
native population.

When the King issued stamps he had an 
idea that a letter which bore his portrait 
thereon, engraved on the stamp, would be 
so respected that it would never be tampered 
with. This is a curious idea, but it is a good 
one : if it were universally acknowledged, 
and every sovereign's image recognized as 
placing the letter under his protection until 
delivered, it would give a sanctity and a 
safety to the postal system which perhaps 
it may not everywhere possess. Certainly 
every Abyssinian native privileged to handle 
a  stamped letter would so regard it.

One wonders how often the King uses a 
stamp. W ith his old-time couriers ever at 
hand, and but little overseas correspon
dence, he should have little use for the 
postal system, and the same may perhaps 
be said o f the majority of his subjects. It 
would seem to be the foreign traders, rail
way builders, and French officials who 
mostly make use o f stamps. T he day has 
not yet arrived when the post shall be 
popular throughout A byssin ia ; probably 
the present issues are the thin edge o f  the 
wedge which shall one day spread the 
system into every nook and corner of 
the country. W here there is trade there 
must be letters, and stamps for Abyssinia 
were inevitable. Everything must have a 
beginning, and a  great postal future for 
this country would seem to be on the thres
hold. W hen that time arrives it may be 
found that the stamps now in use were 
worth collecting.

Including the Postage Dues there are 
about ten sets, the cheapest costing under 
three shillings, and the whole collection not 
running into more than a few pounds. 
Since this country comes on page t of 
the foreign section it might be well to 
secure a display as a frontispiece to the 
album.

THE IMPERIAL ALBUM
Tenth Edition.
S ize of pages, 8 f x u £  inches. The present 

edition is arranged in three volumes. T w o  causes 
have acted to bring about this result. First, the 
ever-increasing number o f new issues, for which 
accommodation must be provided; and secondly, 
the demand b y collectors that space shall be found 
for varieties of perforation and shade, errors, etc., 
to conform as closely as possible to the lists given 
in the publishers* Catalogue.

V o l. I. T h e Stam ps of the British E m p ire ; 
post-free, tos. 9d.

V ol. II. T h e Stamps of Europe, and the Colc- 
nies and Possessions o f European S tates; |>ost-free, 
tas. 9d.

Vol. III. Foreign Countries, except Europe and 
Possessions; post-free, tos. 9d.

Staoley G ib b o n s , L t c \ ,
391 Strand London, W .C .
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Dcto Issues
By FRANK PH ILLIPS

/ should be most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 
issues o f  stam ps, new or projected. I f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once if 
desired, together with stamp fo r  p ostage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number fo r  each penny fa c e  value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FRANK PHILLIP8, 3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.

Australian Commonwealth. — The Australian 
Philatelist (1.10,07) reports three more values 
of the Postage Dues with the Victorian water
mark. The date of issue of the 4d. is given as 
23,9, and of the6d. as 17.9*

U'mJt. Crown a n d P e r / .  n&X it.
Unused.

emerald-green .

Used. 
s, d.

6d.

German P .O . in China.— We have just re
ceived a few copies of the 3 pf. stamp in s. yellow- 
brown instead of a brown shade, overprinted 
“  China.”  The angle the overprint makes with 
the edges of these stamps varies; in the new 
Catalogue a distinction is made between the two 
varieties, and the stamp mentioned above is the 
first variety; i.e. the surcharge is slightly more 
vertical than in the case of the second.

Overprinted in  black.
Unused. 

s. d.
3 pf., yellow-brown . . . . 10 o

Used.
s. d.

H ayti.— Our New York house forwards two 
new provisionals, consisting of the 20 c. and 50 c. 
of the 1904 regular issue, overprinted in red 
I c. and 2 c. respectively. The same handstamps 
were used to make similar provisionals at the 
beginning of last year, but the overprint was then 
in black. Our correspondent in Port-au-Prince 
informs us that he has seen the 1 c. on 20 c. with 
double overprint, but as each stamp is overprinted 
by hand, we may expect to see the overprint in all 
sorts of positions.

1904. Regular issue, overprinted in  red.
Unused. Used

;. d. s, d.
t c. on 20 c.,  o r a n g e ..............................  —
2 c. on 50 c.,  brown-lake .  . 0 1  —

Overprint double.
t c. on 20 c.,  orange . . .  —  —

Holland.— Mr. J. B. Robert gives us some 
interesting information about the de Kuyter issue, 
surcharged for use as Postage Dues.

This set was issued between 4 and 7 November, 
and the following quantities were printed:—

40.000 of the £ c., overprinted 7 i c., 10 c., 
12  ̂c., 25 c., 50 C-, and 1 g.

40,cooof the 1 c., overprinted J c., 1 c., i£c., 
and 7\  c.

30.000 of the 2J c., overprinted 5 c., 6̂  c., 
and 15 c.

It is not known exactly how many of each 
value were printed. Two days after the stamps 
were issued no more £ c. or l g. were to be had 
at the various post offices; the 1 g. was offered 
by dealers in Amsterdam at prices varying from 
6s. to 10s.

There are still about a million de Ruyter stamps 
that have not been surcharged, and high officials 
say that if it is not decided to burn these re
mainders, nor to sell them to the public in bulk 
in an unsurcharged condition, a second printing 
for use as Postage Dues may take place.

We received a very few of these stamps last 
week and distributed them to the earlier sub
scribers to our new-issue service at fifteen per 
cent above the face value. If the second printing 
should differ from the first they will probably be 
worth several times face.
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Taking a very conservative estimate of the 

quantities printed of each value, the Dutch Post 
Office must have made between ^600 and .£1000 
out of stamp collectors. The authorities evi
dently find that, enjoying the exceptional advan
tages of their position, the business of stamp 
dealing is vastly more profitable than consigning 
the remainders to the fire, which would have 
been a fitting end to an absolutely unnecessary 
issue.

New South W ales.— We learn front the 
Australian Philatelist (1.1O.07) that although 
the £d., id., 2d., 8d., rod., and 2s. 6d. with 
the watermark Crown and double-lined A are 
still on sale at the post offices, the 2id., 4d., 
6d., and is. have not been obtainable for several 
weeks. On inquiry it was found that a large 
number of the od. and is. were used on parcels 
and telegrams.

reference list of those we believe to exist, but 
only include the two values we have seen of the 
issue overprinted Philippines.

OB

U n ited  S ta te t  issue 0 /  1902, overprinted  j-hiliitines 
d ia gonally , a n d  O B in  black,

50 c., orange.

O B in  blue.

Philippine I stands.— Brigad ier - General H.
H. Bandholtz has very kindly given us some 
interesting information about the Philippine 
Islands stamps bearing an overprint O B in 
various colours. We referred to this overprint in 
the June number of the Monthly Journal.

The letters O B stand fo r' ‘ Official Business,” 
and indicate that the stamps so overprinted are 
intended for official use. They are not on sale 
at any of the post offices, nor is a supply kept in 
the Bureau of Posts for distribution to Govern
ment officials.

The Bureau of Printing has been authorized 
by the Director of Posts to overprint stamps for 
other offices at their own expense, whenever such 
a request is made to them. When the overprint
ing is done the stamps are delivered direct to the 
post office for which they are intended.

Although the overprint O B is known to exist 
in several types (handstamped), one of which in 
particular is rather blurred, with stops after each 
letter, a uniform style of type is now used for atl 
offices. This overprint on the first lot of stamps 
was done in various (trial) colours, the type being 
rather faint. Subsequent printings were made in 
red or blue, depending on the colour of the par
ticular stamp overprinted, and at the same time 
the typ» was somewhat heavier.

Most of this overprinting took place on the 
special 1906 issue for the Philippines, but a few 
remaining United States stamps, overprinted 
Ph il ip p in e s  diagonally, also received the same 
treatment. These latter were all of them over
printed in either red or blue, with the exception 
of a few 50 c. in black.

In the first regular printing (on the Philippines 
stamps) from one to five sheets of each value 
from 2 c. to 30 c. were overprinted in green and 
in yellow; about five sheets of each value from 
2 c. to 30 c., and a few copies each of the 1 peso 
and 2 pesos, were printed in blue; about five 
sheets of each value from 2 c. to 30 c., 200 
copies of the 1 peso, 150 of the 2 pesos, 100 of 
the 4 pesos, 40 of the 10 pesos, and 200 20 c. 
Special Delivery stamps were overprinted in red; 
lastly, from 15 to 180 sheets of each value from 
2 c. to 30 c., 600 copies of the 1 peso, and 100 
of the 4 pesos were overprinted in black.

We do not think that these stamps should be 
included in the Catalogue, but we append a

81, grey-black.

O v erp rin ted  0 |B in  green , y ello w , blue, red, a n d  black

2 c . t green.
4 c . ,  carm ine-rose.
6 c .,  purple.
8 c , ,  brow n, 

t o e ,  blue.
12 c., crimson-lake.
>6 c . ,  deep vio let.
20 c . ,  pale brow n. ~ —
26 c . ,  deep sepia.
30 c . ,  olive-green.



352 GIBBONS STAM P W E E K L Y

Overprinted in blue.
1 p., orange.
2 p., black.

Ovetprinted in ted.
1 p., orange.
2 p., black.
4 P - ,  deep blue. 

10 p , green.
Overprinted in black, 

t p., orange.
4 p.t deep blue.

Special Delivery. Overprinted O B  in red.
20 c., blue.

South Australia.— According to the Australian 
Philatelist ( i . io. 07), the iod. and 10s. have both 
appeared with thick po stag e , the watermark 
being still Crown and S A close. The colour of 
the ics. is a much deeper green than before.

8 IX PENCE

P O S T A G E  thicker.

xod., b u f f . .
xos., deep green

Wmk, Crown S A (close). Per/. 12.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.

Tasm ania.— As the Australian Philatelist 
(x. 10.07) remarks: ,l The Melbourne perforating 
machines seem to have run amok on some of the 
Tasmanian stamps/* as we have several new 
varieties of compound perforation. One of them, 
the id., perf. 12$ compounded with 12, must have 
originated in Hobart, a$ no machine gauging 12 
exists in the Melbourne office.

Wmk. Crown and & . Per/. 12$ compound with  11.
Unused. Used.

id., rose-red . . . . . — —

Wmk. Crown and Per/. 12J compound with  12.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
id., rose-red ...................................... — —

W m k. Crown and & . Per/. 12$ compound with  11.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
is., rose and green . . . .  — —

T u r k e y — With reference to the note in oar 
August number as to the current stamps being 
found perf. 13$, Messrs. Taylor Bros, show u$a 
specimen of the 1 piastre, perf. 134 at top and 
bottom and 12 at sides, and they tell us that they 
have seen the 20 paras perf. 13$ all round. The 
so-called 13& perforation of the stamps before us 
is not easy to gauge, it seems irregular, and is 
not very clearly cu t; possibly this and the 13 
of recent issues were produced by the same 
machine.— Monthly Journal (10.07).

Victoria.— We learn from the Australian 
Philatelist (1.10.07) that the following are the 
dates upon which the various Crown and A 
watermarked stamps were issued: the list is 
compiled from official sources

id. . . 21.10.05
id. . 1 6 .7 .0 5
2d. • 1 3 - 9 - 0 5
3 d. • . 11 .11 .0 5
4 d. . 15. 1.06
5 d. . . 14. 8.06

6d. . . 25.10.05
9d. . 11.12.05
is. . . 13. 2.06
£ 1  . . 12. 2.07
£ 2  . . 18.7.07

W estern Australia.— The Australian Phila
telist (1.10.07) chronicles the 5s., watermarked 
Crown and double-lined A, and perforated 12̂ .

Wmk. Crown and  A . P er /  i»J.
Unused. Used.

ss ., green

NtB.—The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.. 391 8trand, London, W.C.

Pnnteo b> W. B r s m d o n  & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, S t a m l s y  G i b b o n s ,  Ltd., 39s Strand, London,W.C.
30 November, 2907. »
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Gountftie$ of the lUorld
By W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
The Federated  M alay States

T H E Federated M alay States of Perak, 
Selangor, Negri Sembilan, and P a
hang, which occupy a large portion of 

the Malay Peninsula in Asia, are under 
British protection, and are closely connected 
with the Straits Settlements. A ll are governed 
by their native rulers, subject to the control

o f British Residents, who act under the advice 
o f a  Resident-General for the Federated 
M alay States (Sir W . T . Taylor, K.C.M.G.), 
who in turn is subject to the instructions o f 
the High Commissioner, who is also Governor 
of the Straits Settlements (Sir John Ander
son, K.C.M.G.). Perak (a little larger than
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W ales) is the most northerly, and with 
Selangor and Negri Sembilan stretch along 
the west coast to the frontier o f  Malacca. 
Pahang, the largest o f the States, is on the 
east coast, within two hundred miles by sea 
from Singapore.

Residents were appointed to Perak and 
Selangor in 1874. In the same year a Resi
dent was appointed to Sungei Ujong, but in 
1895 this State was amalgamated with Negri 
Sembilan. Previously, in 1883, the relations 
o f the Straits Settlements with the small 
Native States on the frontier o f  M alacca 
were consolidated. These States were con
federated in 1889 under the name o f Negri 
Sembilan (signifying Nine States). Pahang 
was taken under British protection in 188S. 
In July, 1S96, the treaty between the four 
Protected N ative States named above and 
the British Government came into force, by 
which the administrative federation o f the 
States, under a Resident-General, is pro
vided for, and the States agree to furnish 
a  contingent o f  troops for service in the 
colony should H is Majesty’s Government be 
at war with any foreign nation.

For the purposes of this article it is expe
dient to mention general statistics only, since, 
as each of the States, as well as Sungei 
U jong, issued stamps separately, it will 
be more convenient to specify particulars 
when the philatelic history o f each State is 
dealt with. A s  collectors well know, the 
Native States o f the Straits Settlements 
furnish some of the most interesting and 
valuable varieties, and the stamps have 
always been general favourites.

T he total area is about 26,500 square 
miles, and the population about 900,000. O f 
the latter about 400,000 are M alays ; 400,000 
C hinese; 95,000 natives of Ind ia; and the 
remainder Europeans or Am ericans and 
Eurasians in equal proportions.

The revenue in 1906 was $27,223,475, and 
the expenditure 822,121,186, showing an ex
ceptionally prosperous condition. T he chief 
export and source of revenue is tin, o f which 
about seven-tenths of the world’s supply is 
produced. T h e staple cultivation may be 
said to be cocoanuts, rice, rubber, sugar, and 
tapioca. The planting of rubber has made 
great strides, and there was a large increase 
in the influx o f  labour for estate work in 
1906. Besides tin, gold is found in fair 
quantity, chiefly in Pahang, as well as many 
other minerals in varying proportion. T he 
forests produce excellent timber, besides 
gutta-percha, oils, resins, canes, and a great 
variety of fruit. The chief items of import 
are rice, petroleum, opium, and flour. T he 
opium traffic is one of the chief difficulties 
o f the Government.

There are excellent schools, both English 
and vernacular, and the States maintain a 
highly efficient regiment of Sikh troops— the

M alay States Guides— and are policed by a 
mixed force o f Indians and M alays, officered 
by Europeans.

T h e  chief town and seat o f government is 
Kuala Lumpur, in Selangor, and the chief 
ports are Port Swettenham and Port Dickson. 
T here are 428 miles o f rail open. Branch 
lines connect the principal mining centres 
with the sea and river ports. In addition 
there are a large number of first-class roads.

There are fifty-two post offices and twenty- 
eight places where postal business is trans
acted by persons connected with other de
partments. T he number o f  postal packets 
posted at these offices and places in 1906 
was 3,402,516, and those delivered, 3,419,364. 
1381 miles of telegraphs and telephones are 
maintained.

T h e revenue collected under Posts and 
Telegraphs, which includes the revenue from 
the sale o f  stamps, amounted to 8437,489, 
an increase as compared with the collections 
in 1905 o f  8145,460; 92 per cent of this 
increase appears under the head of sale 
o f stamps, much of it being due to transfers 
connected with the boom in rubber. The 
expenditure for the Department was 8406,183.

T h e exchange value of the dollar was, 
after many fluctuations, fixed at 2s. 4d. on 
30 January, 1906 ; but, notwithstanding the 
Government’s attempt to keep it at this 
standard, the value varies. A t present it is 
a  little over 2s. 3d.

P h ila te lic  H istory
T h e philatelic history is a very short one. 

In 1900 the authorities found it more con
venient to have a uniform issue for the 
Federation than to continue separate postal 
establishments for each State. Before a 
special issue was provided, the stamps of 
Negri Sembilan and Perak were overprinted 
F E D E R A T E D  M A L A Y  S T A M P S ,  with a bar 
obliterating the old State name. It will be 
noticed that a $25 value was introduced. 
N o doubt this is required for the trans
mission by post of gold and gold-leaf to 
Chinese jewellers. A  great deal of this is 
done, and a special system of insurance came 
into force 1 July, 1906. Some of these over
printed values are quite scarce, and are w orth 
as much genuinely postally used as unused.

During 1900, however, there was a lack of 
low-value stamps, and some o f the States 
used surcharged stamps of the older issues 
without the overprint mentioned above.
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1900. Stamps o f the Protected Stales overprinted, 
in black.

Stamps of Negri Sembilan.
Unused.

1 c.
2 c.
3 c* 
5 c*

carmine
black

lilac and green 
,, brown 
,, black.
,, olive .
,, orange

20 c., green and olive
25 c- »
50C* ..

Stamps of Perak.
5 c., lilac and olive . . 1

io c . ,, orange . 20
30 c., green and black 
$1 „  pale green 4
$2 ,, carmine . 10
$3 „  ochre
$5 „  ultramarine -

$25 ,, orange .

d.
4

Used.
s. d
1 6

0 6  —

2 0  —
1 2 6  —
4 0  4 0

6 —

Late in 1900 the higher values, and early 
in 1901 the lower values o f the stamps 
inscribed f e d e r a t e d  M A L A Y  S T A T E S  were 
issued. The low values are not o f very 
attractive appearance, and in some com
binations of colours are hideous. Still, 
they are utilitarian, and depict a  native 
animal —  the tiger —  and show the value 
clearly. By the way, it is interesting to read 
in the Government Report o f  the Federated 
Malay States for 1906, that rewards to the 
amount of ,£5638 were paid by the police for 
the destruction of “ noxious” beasts, includ
ing seventy tigers. These stamps were manu
factured by De La Rue and Co., and are, as 
usual, on Crown C A  paper and perf. 14.

As they are oblong in shape the wmk. is 
sideways. The sheets consisted o f 120 
stamps in 2 panes o f 60 (6 horizontal rows 
of 10). There have been several primings 
and two plates for the central portion o f the 
design.

Centre in first colour. Wmk. Crown CA.

1 c,, black and green
3 c. „  brown
4 c. ,, carmine .
5 c., green and carmine

on yellow .
8 c., blackandultramarine 

10 c. ,, claret.
20 c., lilac and black.
50 c., black and orange- 

brown

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.
0 1 0 1
0 3 0 2
0 3 0 2

0 2 O ,
0 5 0 5
0 6 0 6
1 0 0 9

4 0 0 6

The higher values are much handsomer 
stamps, and depict some Indian elephants. 
T he stamps are printed on the old Crown 
C C  paper usually employed for these large- 
size stamps, and are still current.

Same tablet and value in second colour.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
$i, green and pale green * 3 3  —
$2 ,, carmine . 6 6  —
S5 ,, ultramarine . — —

$25 ,, orange . . — —

W hen the change of wmk. to multiple 
Crown C A  was effected for the l)e  La  Rue 
stamps, the lower values were printed in turn 
on this paper, the first values to appear being 
the 1 c., 4 c., and 10 c., about December, 
1904. For those collectors who take chalky 
papers the letter “  C ” following the descrip
tion will indicate which values have ap
peared thus. T he 5 c., multiple, is only 
known in “ chalky.” There are two or more 
shades o f  the frame for the 4 c. and 10 c.

1904-6. Tiger type. Multiple wmk.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

1 c., black and green 0 6 —
3 c. , brown, C . 0 6 0 4
4 c. ,, carmine .
5 c., green and carmine on

0 2 0 i

yellow, C
8 c., black and ultra

— —

marine, c 0 3 0 2
10 c., black and claret, C 0 4 0 2
20 c., lilac and black .
50 c., black and orange-

0 8 0 3

brown, c 1 8 —

About May, 1906, the 1 c. was issued in 
one colour on the chalky paper. T h e  sheets 
were still o f the same composition. On 
10 July, 1906, the 3 c. was similarly issued 
in one colour, but the stamps were printed 
from a new plate o f 240 made up o f 4 panes 
o f 60. T h e paper in this case was un
surfaced.

1906-7. Same type and wmk.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 c., green * . . 0 1  0 1
3 c., brown . . . 0 2  0 2

{To be continued.}

P L E A S E  N O T E

The P rices  Quoted in  th e  fo re g o in g  a rt ic le  a r e  ta k en  fr o m  o a r  p u b lis h e rs *  la te st  S t o c k  H o o k s, a n d  a r e ,  
therefore, the P r ic e s  a t  W hich S t a n t e p  G ib b o n s , L t d „  Witt h a t e  p le a s u r e  in  sa p p ip in g  a n p  o f  th e  
stamps that m ap b e  n e e d e d  b p  a n p  o f  e a r  r e a d e r s •
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Topical Dotes
By CHARLES J. PH ILLIPS
N ew  Stock Books
No. 19. St. Vincent. Value ,£582.

T H IS is  always a good selling country, 
and well-centred copies are becoming 
difficult to find. This book is very 

complete both in used and unused stamps, 
and includes a number of rarities. Among 
the more interesting 1 note :—

1861. Imperf. trials. Pairs of id. and 
6d. unused, and singles of the id. and 6d., 
with Perkins Bacon and Co.’s trial cancella
tion.

1880. 5s. unused and two used.
1881. Provisionals. A  nice lot o f all 

values in singles and pairs.
1883. W m k. Crown and C A  ; perf. 12. 

id ., orange, and 5s., rose-red.
These stamps are not known to have been 

issued, but they are very scarce, the 5s. 
exceptionally so.

All other values and issues are well 
represented.

Wanted to Purchase
Unused. Nos. 15, 17a, 19, 21, 29, 32, 34, 38, 

41, 50. 5 i. 55, 75, 81, 82.
Used. Nos. 4, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17c, 18, 38, 

47, 5°, 52, S5> 55«- 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 66, 69 to 75, 78 to end.

No. 3. Gambia and Gold Coast. Value ,£402.
T w o popular countries that sell freely and 

which are in constant demand. In Gambia 
there are a  good lot o f the imperf. first 
issues, no wmk. and wmk. C C .  T he em
bossed stamps are strong and contain excep
tionally good shades. T here is a nice lot of 
the provisionals o f 1906, including a few 
used and the error p f n n y  on the 2S. 6d.

In Gold Coast 1 draw special attention to 
the blocks o f four in the early issues, among 
these being such things as the id., blue, 
wmk. Crown and C A , a block that could 
hardly be matched in any collection. A lso a 
mint block o f the 20s., green and carmine, 
a  rare gem 1 T he later issues very complete 
and containing many good shades.

Wanted to Purchase
Gambia.

Unused. Ncs. 4, 13, 14, 17, 34a, 36, 39, 43, 44, 
46, 52, 69.

Used. Nos. 11, 12, 16, 34a, 36, 37 to end, 
69, 70.

Gold Coast.
Unused. Nos. 8a, 15, 15a, 20, 40, 42, 43.
Used. Nos. 6, 7, 8, 8a, 14, 20, 22, 23, 28, 30, 

3 *> 32, 33, 34, 41 to 49-

Vol. 166. Natal. Value ^736.
A  strong country, most issues being very 

well represented. In the 1857-8 issues, on a 
kind of blotting-paper, there are no less than 
forty of the different values. Among these 
the following are the b e s t:—

Four id., buff, and three 3d., rose, used on 
one envelope, postmarked “  Cape-I’acket- 
Devonport SP. 28. 1861” ; pair of 3d., 
printed tetc-bechc;  four 9d., blue ; and three 
is., buff.

I n the 1861-2 there are some scarce 1 d. and 
3d., imperf.

T h e provisionals o f  1869 are a  nice lot, 
and include three o f the rare is.

T he later issues are fairly complete, in
cluding many rare things in errors of 
surcharge, etc.

Wanted to Purchase
Unused. Nos. 9, 10, 12, iS, 21, 22, 24, 26 to 

49 all, 50, 55, fco, 71, 73, 74, 88a, 
883, 91, i l l ,  112, 115 to 124, 133, 
137,

Used. Any embossed, exceptionally fine only.
Nos. 20, 21, 22, 24, 26 to 49 only 
fine, 57, 58, 59, 61, 65, 73, 74,76, 
77, i n ,  112.

Vols. 25, 107, 195. Nicaragua. Value £494- 
Threc fine books of this country have 

been just rearranged to agree with the list in 
our new Catalogue. These books are especi
ally strong in the scarce provisionals of Cabo 
and Zclaya, and in many cases we have in
cluded full panes showing all the varieties in 
the settings.

Wanted to Purchase
I should be glad to see on approval any fine 

copies o f the following stamps of Fiji. I 
especially want pairs and blocks or single 
stamps with side margins of the 1871 and 
1872 issues, but singles used or unused of the 
1874 issue.

F iji Times Express.
All values on quadrille paper.
6d. anil Is. on laid be tonne paj>cr.
All values used postally.

December, 1871.
id., 3d., and 6d., used and unused. 

January, 1872.
2, 6, and 12 cents, in pairs and blocks, 

only unused.
October, 1874.

All values and varieties with “  V .R .’’ in Gothic 
or Roman type.
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Action at Newton Abbot County Court
AT Newton Abbot County Court, yesterday, 
the Rev. Arthur J. S. Ogle, V icar of Bishops- 
teignton, sued J. T . Allen-Boulton, of Croy
don, for£  12, damages for breach o f warranty. 
Mr. A. P. Dell (Teignmouth) represented the 
plaintiff, and the latter explained that in 1904 
he purchased an 1862 ninepenny hair-lined 
English stamp from the defendant for £ 20, 
which, he considered, was a fair value. He 
subsequently discovered that the stamp was a 
forgery, and returned it to the defendant. 
Mr. lloulton accepted it, and had since paid 
£& on account.

Judgment was given for the plaintiff for 
the full amount, costs being granted under 
Scale A.—  Western D aily Mercury, 9.11.07.
Limerick

IK you wish to get bargains indeed,
Page three, column two, you should read.

Read this column with care,
For one week you’ll find there

A “  bargain ” in something you need.

Reduction in United States Foreign 
Postage Rates
1 have received the following cutting from 
a New York paper :—

Postmaster Morgan has received an official 
bulletin from the department at Washington 
giving notice of the new arrangement of foreign 
postal rates, which goes into effect 1 October, and 
which practically means a cut of sixty per cent on 
all letters sent abroad. Two-ounce letters, which 
now would cost 20 cents, will hereafter go for 
8 cents. The foreign postage has been reduced 
from 5 cents for each half ounce to 5 cents the 
first ounce and 3 cents for each ounce over. As 
for the return stamp coupons, the new arrange
ment was perfected at the Universal Postal Union 
meeting in Rome last year, and, it is said, may 
eventually mean a system of international cur
rency. A 6 cent coupon here pays for a 5 cent 
return from abroad.
Number of Stam ps Issued 
A n interesting table is published by L c  
Journal ties Philatelisies, showing the number 
of stamps issued through a number o f  periods 
from 1840 to 1906. These figures take no 
account o f differences in paper, watermarks, 
shades, or sizes o f perforations:—

1840101844 . . . . 21
1845 to 1849 . . . .  45
1850101854 . . . .  277
1855101859 . . . . 4 6 1
1860 to 1864 . . . .  823
1865 to 1869 . . . .  906
1870 to 1874 . . . .  1042
1875 to >1*79 . . . .  1 164
1880 to 1884 . . . .  1382
1885 to 1889 . . . .  1416
1890 to 1894 . . . .  2766
189s to 1899 . . . .  3004
1900 to 1904 . . . .  4595
1905 ................................... 697
1906 ................................... __ 582

Total . • 19181

An A pt Definition
A  “ G e n e r a l is t ” collects something o f 
everything.

A  “ Specialist” collects everything o f some* 
thing.— Redfield's Stamp Weekly.

T he “  Daily Express “  on Stamp Collecting 
O n 11 September last the D aily Express 
had a leading article upon stamp collecting, 
in the course of which it stated :—

It is now generally recognized that stamp 
collecting is not a fad, but a hobby. Firstly, 
they are works of art— engravings in miniature. 
Next, they are a kind of national coinage. Next, 
they have an historical value of their own. The 
rise and fall of contemporary nations are clearly 
delineated in their stamps. Vet again, they are 
object-lessons in geography. And lastly, they 
have the charm of comparative rarity. The boy 
who collects stamps has necessarily a far better 
knowledge of the world, its towns, its coinage, 
and its rulers, than the boy who does not. He is 
also more likely to be happy and contented, for 
within the two covers of his album he has a never* 
failing source of enjoyment. Parents should en
courage and assist their sons in the pursuit of this 
hobby as their means will allow. Apart from the 
artistic and educational side of Philately, it should 
not be forgotten that there is a profitable side. 
The collection which costs him ten pounds in boy
hood may easily he worth thirty pounds when the 
boy becomes a man.

T H E  S T R A N D  

P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M
Well arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. 

Seventh edition, too Postage Stamps, all genuine 
and different, and of a catalogue value of over 8s., 
are presented with each Strand Album. The book, 
which is printed on an unusually good quality 
paper, is bound in a new and specially designed 
cover. The size is a new and convenient one, viz. 
9$ inches by 7̂  inches. Sufficient guards have 
been inserted so that when the Album is full the 
covers shall be level with each other, and not 
bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly con
structed books.

300 pages, post-free, 2s. n d . ; abroad, 3s. 4d.

A P P R O V A L  S H E E T S  
A N D  C O L L E C T I O N S

New Sheets of Stamps for beginners and medium 
collectors. We have just been arranging our 
Approval Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new 
and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps 
are mounted on Sheets, containing an average of 
too Stamps per Sheet. They are all arranged in 
the order of our New Catalogue. First, Great 
Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries. 
These Sheets contain about 5000 different Stamps, 
and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent 
on demand. The Sheets arranged to date are over 
forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and 
the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries.

Stanley Gibbooe, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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British Stamps used Jlbroad
B y  I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS. NISSEN
G R O U P  H I — continued
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A  6 9 . R a m b le
A  tiny spot in the district of Hanover, 

109 miles from Kingston. It is situated in 
an agricultural and grazing district at the 
north-westerly end of the island.

6d., no letters.

A  70 . R io  B u e n o
W as once an important shipping roadstead 
on the north coast in the Trelawny district, 
some seventy-six miles from Kingston, but 
its trade is now insignificant.

4d., do letters.
6d.

A  7 1 .  R o d n e y  H a ll
It is impossible to find this place any

where on the map, and to-day, if it still 
exists, it is without a  post office. It may 
possibly have been a  sub office of Spanish 
Tow n— then o f sufficient importance to have 
more than one office.

4d., no letters.

A  7 2 . S t . D a v id
Is the name of a parish in the St. Thomas 
district. The capital was a village called 
Easington, which even to-day does not boast 
a post office. A  much more probable town to 
have held the post office in 1858 is Yallahs 
Bay, a place o f some antiquity. No stamps 

j with A  72 cancellation have been found.

A  7 3 . S t . A n n ’s  B a y
A  port of some importance in the St. Ann’s 

district on the north coast. It is on the main 
line of the mail-coach service, fifty-seven 
miles from Kingston. W ithin a mile is the 
site of the first capital o f the island, “  Sevilla 
Nueva,” founded by the first Spanish 
Governor in 1510.

4d., no letters.
6d. ,, ,,

A  7 4 . S a l t  G u t
N o such name is to-day to be found on the 

map of Jamaica. A  small shipping port 
called Salt River, at the mouth o f the river
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and facing the island of the same name in 
the Clarendon district, is, however, undoubt
edly the place in question. No stamps with 
this cancellation have been found.

A 7 5 . Savannah>Ia-Mar
The fourth largest town in the island, is 
situated in the Westmoreland district, about 
125 miles from Kingston. This town was 
wiped out in its entirety by a tidal wave in 
1744-

td., Large Crown ; perf. 14.
2d. „  „  „

Population, 1891.
Kingston
Spanish Town . .
Monlego Bay .
Savannah-la-Mar 
Falmouth 
Port Antonio .
St. Ann’s Bay .
Lucea 
Port Maria 
Mandeville 
Black River 
Morant Bay 
Chapelton

4d., no letters.

46,542
5019
4803
2952
2517
1784
1615
1595
1492
1171
H 54
656
469

6d. „  „
is. ,, „

A 7 6 . Spanish T o w n
Situated in the St. Catherine district twelve 

miles from Kingston. It is the largest, and 
most populous town in the island after K ing
ston ; and was, until destroyed by earthquake 
in 1692, the capital and residence of the 
Governor under Hritish rule.

4d., no letters.
6d...............
is...............

A 7 7 . S tew art T ow n
In the Trelawny district, eighty-five miles 

from Kingston. It is the centre of a con
siderable trade in produce from the interior. 

4d., no letters.
6d. ,, ,,

A 7 8 . V ere
The name Vere belongs to a parish now 

incorporated in the district of Clarenden. 
“ The Alley,” which was the capital o f the 
parish (and which is no doubt the post office 
referred to in the Post Office list), is a small 
village on the banks o f the Rio Minho, and 
is rendered o f some importance from the fact 
of its being in the midst of a large number 
of the finest sugar estates in the colony. It 
is situated some forty-five miles from K ing
ston.

id., Large Crown; perf. 14.
4d., no letters.
6d. ,, „
Is. ,, 1,

This completes the list of the fifty-two 
sub post offices at which British stamps were 
issued, although later, in 1870-1 and after, 
other offices received British post office 
numbers. It is not at all surprising that 
these stamps are rarely met with, when one 
considers the size o f the places using them. 
The following table showing the population 
of the twelve towns next in importance to 
Kingston brings one to towns with only 469 
inhabitants. Even this number includes 
women and children, blacks and coloured. 
What must be the size o f the fifty-third on 
the list?

It is doubtful whether some places had any 
other white inhabitants than the postmaster 
and his family, and the offices probably only 
existed for the convenience of the planters 
who lived in the surrounding country.

Jamaica is divided into three counties, 
with the familiar names of Middlesex, 
Surrey, and Cornwall. These are again 
divided into fourteen districts. T he British 
post offices and postal agencies were origin
ally established in Jamaica about the year 
1711, but nothing is known o f their operations 
beyond the fact that in 1776 a committee 
was appointed to inquire into the state o f 
the post office o f “  the Island.” It would seem 
that they were worked under authority of 
Her Majesty’s (Queen Anne’s) Deputy Post
master-General o f the North American and 
British W est Indian Possessions, and the 
practice of farming the revenues o f the Post 
Office which existed in England at the time 
pertained also to this island.

T he rates of postage were fixed in 1765 at 
1 id. single, is. iod. double, 2s. 6d. treble 
letters, and 3s. 4d. per ounce for inland 
letters ; and is. 3d. single, 2S. 6d. double, 
3s. 9d. treble, and 5s. per ounce extra for 
packet letters, so that a letter to the Mother 
Country weighing one ounce cost 8s. 4d.—  
a rather expensive luxury. These rates con
tinued till the reform of the Post Office at 
home, when reduced postage was introduced 
into the island. In 1858, to facilitate the 
working of the offices and accounts, stamps 
(British) were first introduced, and remained 
in use until the post office ceased to be a 
branch of the Imperial Post Office and was 
transferred to local rule. This transfer had 
been first suggested in 1847, again in 1855, 
but decisive action was not taken till 1859, 
when H.M. Postmaster-General, after receiv
ing Mr. Anthony Trollope’s (who visited the 
island in 1858) report on the subject, decided 
“ that the time had arrived to abandon a 
control which he could not efficiently exercise 
over posts so distantly situated, and that the 
management of the post offices would be 
transferred to the Colonial Government on 
and from the 1st April next.” The local 
Houses of Parliament, viz. the Legislative 
Council and the House o f Assembly, were
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still adverse to assuming control, and on 
15 December, 1859, the House o f  Assem bly 
adopted the report o f a  committee which 
re a d : “ that the Island Post Office having 
been hitherto satisfactorily conducted under 
the control o f  the Postmaster-General o f E n g
land, it is not advisable that the management 
should now be assumed by the Local Authori
ties, and further, that in the present financial 
condition of the Island it could ill afford the 
additional burthen of a loss on the D epart
ment,” and it was recommended that the 
Postmaster-General be requested to continue 
the “  control o f  the Post Office.” T he whole 
secret was that, from the Accountant-General 
of the General Post Office London’s Report, 
the postal service for the year ending 30 June, 
1858, had in the island resulted in a loss o f 
about X3°°-

Anyway, the result o f these pourparlers 
was simply to delay the assumption of con
trol by the colony beyond the time specified. 
The Secretary of State in reply informed 
the Governor that “  it was not optional on 
the part of the Colonial Government to take 
over the administration of the Local Post 
Office, and that if the necessary arrange
ments were not complete at latest by the 
1st June, i860, the action o f  the Imperial 
Government in carrying on the colonial 
posts would finally cease.” T h e Governor, 
Sir Charles Darling, immediately summoned 
a special session of the Legislature to pass 
the necessary Act, but the passage o f the

Bill was delayed in the House o f Assembly 
in consequence o f a  certain portion of the 
Governor’s speech at the opening of the 
session being considered a  breach of the 
privileges o f the House. However, on 
3rd April, 1860, the Assem bly passed a Bill 
which was rushed through its various 
stages on the 4th by the Legislative Council; 
but as the Bill had been amended in the 
Assem bly so as to constitute the Governor 
one o f the Commissioners to conduct the 
Post Office, he expressed his inability “ to 
concur in an arrangement which converted 
H er Majesty’s Representative into a Com
missioner for the immediate management 
o f  a department of his Government,” and 
prorogued the Chamber to the 5th April. On 
that day the Bill was again brought in ; and 
was finally passed, after heated and stormy 
debates, on 13th April. T h e Governor in pro
roguing the Legislature stated “ that the 
country no doubt would be glad to learn that 
it was at length determined that internal com
munication by post should not be sus
pended.”

T h e total revenue o f the Post Office for 
the year ending 30th June, 1858, amounted to 
only .£9595 17s. 6d., which when divided 
am ong 53 offices shows how few stamps 
could have been used. T he postage rates 
were : inland— qd. under 60 miles, 6d. under 
100 miles, 8d. over 100 miles, per i  or. 
Book post, id. per oz. T o  England the rates 
were 6d. per A oz.

{To be continued,,)

Twentieth Century Colonials
f l  G u i d e  t o  t b e  P o s t a l  H d b c s i v e s  o f  t b e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  

I s s u e d  d u r i n g  t b e  f i r s t  S i x  Y e a r s  o f  t b e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  

( J a n u a r y ,  I 9 0 l - 3 u n e ,  1 9 0 7 )

W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D . B .

G r e a t  B r ita in

W H E N  compiling a work on British 
Colonial stamps it is usual to in
clude also the stamps o f  Great 

Britain, and as this is the M other Country 
and the fountain-head from which all these 
Colonies have sprung, it is entitled to first 
place amongst them.

W ith its geography, politics, and history 
other than philatelic I shall not attempt to 
deal here.

G reat Britain was the first nation to issue 
adhesive postage stamps for the prepayment 
o f postage on letters and parcels, and was 
also one o f the original signatories to the 
U niversal Postal Union. In addition she is 
the pioneer o f  Universal Penny Postage,

ARMSTRONG
(C O P Y R IG H T  R E S E R V E D .')

which she has been successful in extending 
to all her Colonics and to Egypt, whilst the 
introduction o f such a rate between Great 
Britain and the United States o f America is, 
I believe, under consideration by the Postal 
Authorities o f both nations.

Since the year 1856 the stamps o f Great 
Britain have never been remarkable for either 
the beauty o f their design or the excellence 
o f  their production; m neither case do 
they admit o f comparison with the postal 
issues o f  many of her Colonies, nor indeed 
with the handsome line-engraved series of 
the Great Republic, for Great Britain runs 
her Post Office for all it is worth and derives 
an excellent revenue therefrom, whilst the
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United States and many of the British 
Colonies maintain theirs at a  considerable 
annual loss.

But however poor in both design and 
workmanship they may be, the stamps of 
Great Britain are surely deserving o f a 
loftier appellation than that of “ beer labels,” 
scathingly applied to them by Mr. Nankivell 
in his treatise on Stamp Collecting as a 
Pastime.

In striking contrast to her handsome early 
line-engraved issues, all British stamps are 
now produced by means of typography or 
surface-printing, which is by far the most 
economical process of manufacture extan t; 
the average cost of production being about 
^30 per million stamps.

All the stamps of the Mother Country and 
those of the majority of the Colonial Govern
ments are, and have been for many years, 
engraved and printed by Messrs. Thomas 
De La Rue & Co., the famous playing-card 
manufacturers, at their works in Bunhill Row, 
London, K.C., where a number of specially 
constructed machines are kept in constant 
operation, under the supervision of a large 
staff of Government inspectors, whose duty 
it s to see that no stamps are printed 
surreptitiously, or pilfered by the company’s 
employees, and who have charge of the keys 
to the safes in which the engraved plates 
from which the stamps are printed are kept 
when the machines are not working.

Other firms who have from time to time 
printed stamps for the various British 
Possessions are : Messrs. Bradbury, W ilkin
son, and Co., engravers o f the current series 
o f the British South Africa Company’s 
territories ; Messrs. W aterlow and Sons, who 
are responsible for the excellent current 
pictorial series of N ew  Zealand ; Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon and Co., who printed the first 
postage stamp, the id., black, of 1840, and 
who also prepared the dies for the current 
Canadian series; and the American Bank 
Note Company, o f  N ew  York and Ottawa, 
by whom the majority of the issues of Canada 
and Newfoundland have been printed.

On 22 January, 1901, the good Queen 
Victoria passed away, and her son Albert 
Edward, Prince o f W ales, ascended the 
throne o f G reat Britain and Ireland, under 
the title of K in g Edward V II, and reigns in 
her stead.

A s is usual in such cases, it was deter
mined that a new series o f postage and 
revenue stamps bearing the portrait of the 
new ruler should replace that then in use. 
However, as there were large supplies of 
Queen’s Head stamps in stock, it was con
sidered expedient to allow these to be used 
up as far as possible, before placing the new 
series on sale. In the meantime prepara

tions were made for the production o f a 
King's Head series.

Designs for the stamps were submitted by 
various of the Government contractors, 
showing portraits of the King in the uniform 
of a Field-Marshal, in four different poses, 
adapted to the frame of the old id. stamp of 
1881, none of which were deemed suitable 
for the purpose. In the year previous, how
ever, a very fine profile portrait of His 
Majesty had been executed by Herr Emil 
Fuchs, an Austrian sculptor resident in 
London, and this portrait was finally selected 
by the King himself for the new stamps.

In the majority of cases it was decided to 
adhere, as far as possible, to the designs o f 
the Queen’s Head series then in use, the 
only alterations being the substitution of the 
profile of King Edward VII for that of the 
late Queen Victoria, and the introduction of 
a Royal Crown into the upper portions of the 
designs, the King’s profile facing to the left 
on all values.

A  special drawing, for which His M ajesty 
granted a special sitting, was made by 
Herr Fiichs for use in conjunction with the 
old duty plates. For the values in most 
general use, however, viz. id ., id., aid., 
and 6d., a fresh design showing the King’s 
profile on a slightly larger scale than on the 
remaining stamps, and surrounded by a 
wreath composed half of oak, half of bay 
leaves, with the value in words on the id ., 
id., and 6d. values and in figures on the 
2id., was prepared. T his design, as well as 
the profile for the remaining values, was the 
work o f the same artist.

W ith the exception o f the id ., id., a id ., 
and 6d. stamps, all the low values of the 
series are bicolourcd, whilst those mentioned 
and the denominations o f as.6d., 5s., ios.,and 
£ 1  are printed in one colour only-. T he 3d. 
value, as in the 1887 series, is printed upon 
coloured paper, but in the cases o f the 2id. 
and 6d. stamps this has been dispensed 
with. T h e id. value was at last issued in the 
colour required by the Universal Postal 
Union.

It was at first intended to issue some 
of the stamps on 9 November, 1901, in 
recognition o f His M ajesty’s birthday, but 
the printers were unable to deliver them by 
that date, and the issue had therefore to be 
postponed.

T h e first values o f the new series to be 
placed on sale were those printed in the new 
design, which were issued to the public for 
the first time at midnight on 31 D ecem 
ber, 1901, at the General Post Office, 
St. Martin’s-le-Grand, London.

The stamps failed to gain the approval o f a 
critical public, and there was at one time 
some talk of their being withdrawn in favour 
o f a series o f similar design to that now in 
use in the Transvaal Colony, and experi-
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merits were actually made in the production 
o f the necessary dies. The scheme, however, 
fell through, chiefly on account of the extra 
expense, and the stamps that were first 
issued are still in use and likely to remain so 
for some time to come.

The new stamps o f the denominations of 
id ., id .,cid .,and6d.w ere, as, has already been 
stated, placed on sale on I January, 1902; 
but as small stocks o f tbe old Queen’s Head 
issue remained on hand at most post offices 
throughout the country, the postal clerks 
were instructed to supply the new stamps 
only to customers who asked especially for 
them, until all the old stamps o f  similar 
denominations had been used up. The 
remaining values o f the new series were 
issued from time to time as similar values 
of the Queen’s Head issues became ex
hausted ; the last to be issued being the £ 1, 
on 16 July, 1902.

T he series contained in all sixteen stamps, 
as follows. It was originally intended to in
clude a  stamp o f the face value of £.5 in the 
set, and work was actually commenced on 
the preparation o f the plate, but before it 
was completed the Postal Authoritiesarrived 
at the conclusion that this value was no 
longer required, and it was therefore omitted.

1902 ; design, a  profile portrait of His 
M ajesty King Edward V II  enclosed in a 
frame for each value excepting those of Id., 
id., 2id., and 6d., which are identical. 
Typogrnphed by Messrs. D e La Rue and Co., 
in London. Perforated 14. Values in second 
colour given.

IVmt. Imperial Crown.
id ., blue-green 
id., scarlet
lid ., purple and green 
2d., green and scarlet 
2 id „  ultramarine 
3d., purple on yellow 
4d., green and brown 
5d., lilac and ultramarine ( 
6d., purple (
9d., lilac and blue (
I oil., purple and scarlet ( 
is., scarlet and green (

(issued Jan. 1st, 
(

Mar. 21 st, 
Mar. 25th, 
Ian. 1st, 
Mar. 20th, 
Mar. 27th, 
May 14th, 
Jan. 1st, 
April 7th, 
July 3rd, 
Mar. 24th,

1902).
)•

1902).
1902).
1902).
1902).
1902).
1902).
1902).
1902).
1902).
1902).

IVmh. Anchor.
2s. 6d., lilac (issued April 51I1, 1902).
3s., carmine ( ,, ., ,, ,, ).
10s., pale ultramarine (issued April 5th, 1902).

IVmt. Three Crowns.
£ j , dark green (issued July 16th, 1902).
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Shades.
Most values o f the .above series may be 

shaded into several varieties, the following 
being the most prom inent:—

id., deep green instead o f blue-green.
2Ad., deep ultramarine instead o f ultra- 

marine.
6d., pale purple instead o f  purple.

T he Jd. denomination o f this series is 
occasionally found printed to all appearances 
in light blue. T his is, however, merely a 
chemical change resulting from the stamp 
having either been soaked in water, or be
come damp whilst passing through the post.

(To be continued.)

Historical Philately
The Issues of F ra n ce  during the F ran co -P ru ssian  W ar
By NORMAN THORNTON

T H E  deaths or abdications of monarchs, 
and changes in forms of government, 
are the most general and at the same 

time the most legitimate reasons for new 
issues o f postage stamps. In the case with 
which it is now proposed to deal, namely, 
the changes which took place in the stamps 
of France during the Franco-Prussian W ar, 
it was the fall o f  the Second Em pire in the 
person of Napoleon III and the establish
ment o f the Third French Republic which 
was responsible for these changes.

W ar broke out on 15 July, 1870, and 
Napoleon made his head-quarters at Sedan, 
where he was forced to capitulate, and was 
sent as a prisoner to W ilhelmshohe, near 
Cassel. T he Prussians pushed on and com 
pleted the investment of Paris on 19 S ep 
tember, after which date communications 
with the provinces could only be effected 
by means of balloons and pigeon posts. As 
soon as it was seen that a siege was im
minent, M. Vandal, the Director of Posts 
under the Imperial Government, had the 
greater part o f the stock of postage stamps 
distributed throughout the provinces, partly 
in order to keep these offices supplied during 
the time they might be cut off from the 
capital, and partly in order to prevent the 
stamps falling into the hands of the enemy. 
On 4 September the Revolutionary Govern
ment, with General Trochu as President 
and Gambetta as Minister of the Interior, 
took over the direction o f  affairs, and M. 
Vandal was replaced by M. Steenackers as 
Director-General of Posts and T elegraph s; 
but it was considered advisable for the head
quarters of the postal administration to be 
removed from Paris for the time, and M. 
Steenackers left on 18 September in the 
last train to the west and established himself 
at Tours, whence he afterwards removed to 
Bordeaux.

It was at first intended to use up the stocks 
of stamps bearirg the head of Napoleon 
(Figs. I and II), but in order to satisfy the 
demands of some of the more extreme Re
publicans, it was decided to print fresh stocks

from the old plates, engraved on steel by M. 
Barre, o f  the Paris Mint, for the 1849-50 
issue, bearing the head o f  Ceres (Fig. III).

I. It.

A ccordingly M . Rampont. who was left at 
the head o f  the posts in Paris upon the with
drawal o f  M. Steenackers to Tours, had 
three values prepared, the to and 20 cen
times being issued on 1 ■ October, and the

III.

40 centimes about the middle of Decem ber ; 
the colours were—

to c., bistre.
20 c ., blue.
40 c., orange.

T he sheets were perforated by the same 
machine which was used for the stamps of the 
Em pire, giving a gauge o f 13A ; thus apart 
from their shades, which also differ some
what, they are easily distinguished from the 
imperf. stamps of 1849-50. N o lower values 
were issued in Paris at this tim e ; those in 
the Catalogue under Nos. 146-55 will be 
referred to later.

The above stamps could not be conveyed 
outside Paris, and in the meantime the 
stamps which M. Vandal had distributed 
were becoming exhausted ; it was therefore
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necessary to make some provision for re
placing them, and to this end M. Steen- 
ackers instructed M. Delbeque, formerly 
director of the Strasburg Mint, and at this 
time transferred to Bordeaux, to prepare 
stamps of the type in use in Paris ; but 
the provincial artists were unable to produce 
such good work as M. Barre, and the Bor
deaux series was lithographed instead of en
graved. The design, however, closely follows 
that of the Paris stamps. The work on the 
matrix stone, except in the case o f the first 
printing of the 20 c., for which a trial stone 
by M. Dambourgez was used, was entrusted 
to M. Yon, whose name appears in minute 
letters on the right-hand leaf above the 
bunch of grapes, except on the 20 c. value, 
which was unsigned. For the postage 
stamps there are two types, one for the low

iv. v.

values, 1, 2, and 4 c., and the other for the 
higher values (Figs. IV  and V), and a Post
age Due stamp (Fig. V I) was also issued.

VI.

I Remember, I
W it h  A po lo g ies  t o  t h e  sh a d e  o f  H ood

By DAK
T R E M E M B E R , I remember,

T he house where I was born,
T he little album where the stamps 

W ere peeped upon at mom ;
T hey never seemed a bit too tom  

O r chipped too much that day,
But now the slightest scratch or crease 

Takes all the charm away '

I remember, I remember,
T he British red and blue,

T he Perkins and the Bacons 
.And the gem s of De-la-Rue '

T h e Hong Kong m y dead brother gave 
T o start my earliest set—

’Tw as laburnum— on my birthday—  
(That Hong Kong’s living yet).

Great difficulty was experienced in the 
production o f these stamps : first there was 
a deficiency of printing-presses— old, worn- 
out machines had to be used ; coloured inks 
were unobtainable, and had to be manufac
tured from the best materials availab le; and 
workmen so scarce “ that,” wrote M. Del- 
beque, “ for gumming we had bricklayers, 
labouring men, and all kinds of people who 
knew nothing of the work they had to do.”

It is to be noted that the 5 c. was o f the 
type of the higher values. This was ap
parently an oversight, and was corrected in 
1872, after the war, when a printing was 
made in Paris from engraved plates o f the 
same design. The stamps were issued im
perforate, and the first of the series put into 
circulation was the 20 c . ; the values and 
colours, varying in shade, w ere:—

1 c., bronze-green on blue.
2 c ., red-brown on cream.
4 c., grey, pale grey.
5 c., yellow-green.

10 c , bistre, ochre.
20 c., blue, deep blue, ultramarine.
30 c., brown.
40 c., vermilion, orange, yellow.
80 c., carmine, rose.

Postage Due Stamp.
15 c ., black

A s mentioned above, the authorities in 
Paris in 1872, to supply the deficiency of 
lower values, prepared steel plates o f the 
same design as that made in Bordeaux, and 
the following values, similar to Type 1Y , were 
put into circulation, and are readily dis
tinguished from the Bordeaux issue by being 
perforated instead o f im perf.:—

1 c., olive-green (shades).
2 c., red-brown ( ,, ).
4 c., grey ( „  ).
5 c., green ( „  ).

I remember, I remember,
T he shop I used to know,

T h e  little window' hung with stamps 
O ’er forty years ago.

M y pennies flew in feathers then 
(I call them sovereigns now) ;

A nd play or school could never cool 
T h e fever on my brow.

I remember, I remember,
T he prices I thought high ;

I used to think that eighteen-pence 
W as close against the sky.

It was a childish ignorance,
But now ’tis little joy

T o  know I’m farther off some stamps 
Than when I was a  boy.

Remem ben
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American Dotes and Deu>$
By EUSTACE B. POWER
On my Return

T O Am erica I found a distinctly pessi
mistic view of the general financial 
situation. I was told that there would 

be no stamp business to amount to anything 
all the winter, and that the poor men had no 
money to spend on stamps, and that the rich 
ones were going to hang on to what they 
had. A ll this came at ten o’clock on the 
morning I got off the Lucania. A t twelve 
o’clock I sold a  set o f 1869 inverted centres ; 
at three o’clock I had orders to go  and see 
an important c lien t; and at the end of my 
first day home 1 had a  record of nearly a 
thousand dollars’ worth o f business actually 
consummated. So there you are. But, for 
all that, 1 am inclined to think that business 
here in the States will not be a banner year, 
though at the same time 1 am quite sure that 
the financial cancers lately cut out o f the 
general business situation cannot but result 
ultimately in bigger and better stamp times 
than ever before known.

W e are in Need
F or  a special client, o f an imperf., unused, 
mint pair o f the 5 c., 1851. If any o f my 
readers desires to sell such a piece, please 
address me at 19S Broadway, New York.

A  N ew  Album
T h a t  we have just put on the market is 
called the “  Simplex.” It has a spring back, 
one hundred and fifty leaves— fifty more than 
the usual book— and sells for S3.50. T his is 
the cheapest movable-leaf album in the world, 
and should command attention. Our C hi
cago agents wire for a  dozen, and if Chicago 
is satisfied, the rest o f us can surely sleep 
undisturbed. T his reminds me that the 
Chicago Philatelic Society have just had 
their five-hundredth meeting, consisting o f 
some philatelic and much other jollification.
I have not seen any reports o f  Massoth 
being locked up or Severn being taken home 
in an ambulance, so 1 take it P. M. was 
there to make the children behave.

I w a s  n ot a w a re

OK the dearth o f medium-priced stamps of 
United States until I started out to find 
some. H eavy drawings from our stock by 
the approval department and also the filling 
o f direct orders cleaned us almost out of 
some lines ; and 1 thought I’d give a chance 
to those dealers who eternally halloa out 
fifty per cent discount to sell a  few lines. 
One day’s work quickly showed the state

of the market. W hy, 1 was unable to secure 
even one dozen o f  such things as 10 c. and 
12 c., 1868, grilled ; and as for the 12 c., 
24 c., 30 c., and 90 c. o f 1861, used, why, 
they might almost be circular C u ian as! I 
predict a heavy rise in good United States, 
listing from 25 c. to 82.50, in the near future. 
Speculators, please take note.

Breitfuss C o llectio n

T e n  volumes o f this collection are now in 
America with us. B ig buyers and specialists 
had better write us what they require in 
United States, Colombia, British North 
America, Roumania, Hawaii, Philippine Isles, 
Spain, etc. W e have on view a special
ized collection o f Montenegro, another o f 
Nicaragua, and shortly shall have priced up 
an important selection o f  nothing but King’s 
Heads. A ll are ready to be transformed 
into dollars, whether the same be in currency 
or cheques. W e personally can be run on 
as long as you like to indulge in it. T o  
pessimists who see the hole in the dough
nut instead o f the comestible itself, we may 
add that we are quite solvent, quite pre
pared to go  along if  panics keep up for 
years, and still we shall at least have enough 
to buy a  few stamps if  they come cheap. 
Now is the time to buy good old Europeans 
and Colonials in fine shape ; if you don’t, 
you’ll kick yourselves later on.

M r. P h illip s

H a s  lately written at the foot o f my notes 
that he wishes me to stick to mundane 
affairs. Now this comes very hard on me. 
I am completely done out o f  reading the 
Heavenly Twins and the A ngel’s Love Story, 
in addition to which, I suppose, I must be 
very careful in my remarks for fear I tread 
on somebody’s toes. And yet we’re taught 
to believe we’re nothing if not genuine. 
A lack, a la c k !

[I had to blue-pencil two paragraphs, old 
man. W e can’t p rin t a ll  you write.— C. J. P.]

STA N LEY GIWBONS 
TRICED CATALOGUE OF 
THE POSTAGE STA M PS OF THE WORLD 

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies. 
Post-free, as. gd.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Post-free, as. tod.

Stanley Gibboos, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C.
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neu> l$$ue$
By FRANK PHILLIPS

/ should be most grateful if  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 
issues of stamps, ntw or projected. If possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once If 
desired, together with stamp for postage i or to readers subscribing direct, their iubscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official Information or notices will also be welcome.

F R A N K  P H I L L I P S ,  391 S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n .  W . C .

Aitutaki. —  We have received a strip of four of 
the New Zealand 3d., yellow-brown, overprinted 
a it u t a k i  in blue, with double perf. n  at the 
bottom of the stamp. This strip formed the 
bottom row of a sheet, and so the second line 
of perforation is on the margin; the two lines 
are only about 1 mm. apart.

AITUTAKI. 

Torn Pene.
Overprinted in blue. Wtuk. N  Z and Star. 

Per/. 1 1 ,  double at the bottom.
U n u s e d .  U s e d .  

s. d. s* d.
3d., yellow-brown (large size) . — —

Australian Commonwealth. —  Mr. II. VV.
Johnston sends us the following interesting cut* 
ting from the Melbourne Argus (12.10.07):—

“ An important change of policy has been 
decided on by the Commonwealth Treasurer 
(Sir William Lyne). Hitherto it has been the 
custom for the Commonwealth to pay the State 
printing offices to print postage stamps. The 
intention now is that all the stamps shall be 
printed at one central office in Melbourne, under 
the control of the Commonwealth Treasury.

“ In connection with this determination, a 
report was called for by the Treasury some weeks 
ago, showing the number of stamps actually used 
by the public during last year. This has l)een 
prepared, and reveals the astonishing fact that 
postage stamps to the number of 334,000,000 
were used during the twelve months. Of these 
288,000,000 were of the value of id. and 2d., 
showing how enormous must be the ordinary 
letter correspondence in the Commonwealth. 
The number of stamps used during the year in 
the various States is shown in the following 
table

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland .
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania

Total .

. 125,000,000

. 102,000,000

. 42,000,000

. 28,000,000
. 23,000,000
. 14,000,000

. 334,000,000

“  At present the printing of these stamps costs 
the Commonwealth 3£d. per thousand— no incon
siderable item when the number used is taken 
into account, together with the fact that there 
is absolutely no return for that money. They 
are printed in Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne, and 
Adelaide. The Adelaide printing is done by 
Mr. J. Ik Cook, who, by the use of improved 
and more economical methods, has succeeded in 
cutting down the cost per thousand to 3d. It is 
claimed on Mr. Cook’s behalf that he could, if 
installed in a central office with a total output to 
work on, produce stamps at 2$d. per thousand. 
This would mean a considerable saving to the 
country, and many advantages due to the cen
tralization of the work.

“  One necessary factor in effective economy in 
this direction is the production of a uniform 
design of stamp. It is clear that the cost of 
printing could not be reduced by centralization 
if six different designs of stamps had to be turned 
out. It is with the object of settling this question 
that the stamp committee is now sitting in Mel
bourne. When it has completed its lalxmrs and 
fixed on a uniform design, the intention of the 
Treasurer will be put into immediate operation. 
Mr. J. B. Cook is to be brought over from 
Adelaide and installed at the Melbourne printing 
office with Commonwealth plates and printing 
machinery. He will print stamps for Victoria, 
South Australia, Western Australia, and Tas
mania. A  previous proposal to print stamps for 
New South Wales and Queensland raised such a 
storm that for some time at least after the new 
arrangement has been got into operation they 
will l>e allowed to continue to print their own 
stamps as at present.”

British Solomon Islands.— In the Australian 
Philatelist {1.10.07) we read that: “ The Solomon 
Islands stamps were on 3 September gazetted as 
usable for international postage.”  There will 
probably be a change of colour in the £d. and 
2^d. at any rate, and probably in the 5d<* 50 
that these stamps may conform to the recommen
dations of the international Postal Union.

Bulgaria.— A correspondent of Der Philatelist 
(15.11.07) has received a sheet of the 25 stot. 
Jubilee stamp, recently chronicled, in which the 
five upper horizontal rows (70 stamps) are imper
forate vertically, while the remaining 176 stamps 
of the sheet are entirely imperforate. The sheet 
was obtained direct from a post office.
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Jubilee issue.

25 slot., blue .

Im p c r f ,

Unused. 
s. H.

Used. 
s. d.

I taper/. vertically. Per/. 11J horizontally. 
25 slot., b lu e................................. — —

Crete.— Sergeant F. Ashby sends us a new 
shade of the current I lepton, it being on slightly 
toned paper. The new shade is yellow-brown, as 
opposed to the old brown, or rather red-browny as 
it appears in the Catalogue.

Per/. 24. Unused. Used.
x. d. x. d.

r yellow-brown on toned . —  —

Middle Congo.— We take this translation of 
the official title, “  Moyen Congo,”  of the French 
colony from Eiven's Weekly Stamp News 
(t6.11.07), as we must confess that we also are 
at a loss to find a really adequate translation. 
Our contemporary gives the following particulars 
of a new issue for this colony:—

MOROCCO
AGENCIES

5 GENTIM0S

Overprinted in black. Chalky paper.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.
40 c. on 4d., green and brown . 0 6  —

Nicaragua. —  Still they come. We have 
received a set of Official stamps, made by over
printing fiscal stamps which were intended to be 
used for payment of a tax levied by the education 
authorities.

The overprint consists of the words c o r r e o s  
— 1907— OFiciAL, in the middle, in three lines, 
and the value repeated twice, once at the top 
and once at the bottom of the stamp. It is 
curious that, in all the values, the figures of value 
at the top are in heavier type than those at the 
bottom.

1 0  c t s .

C O R R E O S

1 9 0 7

O F/C IA L  

IO C T S
Inscribed “  Moyen Congo" ; background in second colour. 

(i) Oblong stamps. Tiger.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. s. d.
1 c., grey-brown and brown . —  —
3 c., violet and brown . . .  — —
4 c., blue and brown . . .  —  —
5 c., green and blue . . .  —  —

10 c., rose-red and blue. . —  —
30 c., light brown and blue . . —  —

(ii) Upright stamps. Figure 0 /Native.
35 c., blue and grey-green . —  —
30 c., red and grey-green . . —  —
35 c., chocolate and blue . . —  —
40 c., dull green and light brown . —  —
45 c., violet and light red . . —  —
50 c., green and light red . —  —
75 c., brown and blue . . .  —  —

(lit) Upright stamp. Fern  Forest.
1 fr., deep green and light lilac . —  —
a fr., violet and pale green . . —  —
S fr., blue and rose . . .  —  —

Morocco Agencies. —  Mr. R. Lyons has 
shown us copies of a 4d. stamp of Great Britain 
overprinted 40 centimos, for use in the Morocco 
Agencies ; the stamp is on chalk-surfaced paper.

Official. F isca l stamps, overprinted /o r  use as Officials. 
Per/. 14 to 15. C olour0 / overprint in brackets: B lk. — 
Black, B .= R e d , O . = 0  range, G. —Green, O l.-B r .=Olive- 

Bro'.vn, B . — Blue.
Unused. Used.

10 c. on 3 c., orange (Blk.) .
s.

. 0
d.
1

x. d.

35  c. ,, 1 c., indigo (R.) . 0 3 —
70 c. „  1 c. „  (B.) . . 0 6 —
70 c. „  1 c. „  (O.) . 0 6 —

ip . „  2 cn orange (G.) . 0 9 —
3 p. „  3 c. „  (Ol.-Br.) 1 4 —
3 P* ,, $ c., brown (B.) . 3 0 —

4 P* „  $c- „  (G.) 2 6 —

S P- ,, 5 c. „  (G.) . ♦ 3 3 —
5 P- „  $ c., black-brown (G-) ♦ 3 3 —

Papua.—In our issue of 3 August we gave a 
list of the quantities of stamps of British New 
Guinea that were overprinted “  Papua.** This 
list was taken from Ewcn s Weekly Stamp News 
(20.7.07). Mr. W. H. Johnston, of Victoria,
now sends us the list given below, which shows 
how many of each value were printed with the 
first (i.e. the thick) overprint, and how many 
with the second (i.e. the thinner).
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Thick Thin
overprint. overprint. Total.

id . 11,040 18,150 29,190
id. 12,900 3 5 . 1 0 0 48,060
2d. 29,610 40,560 70,170

2$d. 12,000 1 3 . 2 3 0 25,230
4 d. 2 , 9 7 0 5 * 1 3 5 8,105
6d. 6,300 5 . 2 5 5 ” . 5 5 5

is. od. 5 . 9 7 0 7 .6 2 ? 1 3 . 5 9 5
2s. 6d. 2 , 7 3 0 10,696 13.426

It will be seen that the total numl>er over
printed of each corresponds for all practical 
purposes to the list we gave previously. From 
these figures we conclude that the whole of the 
remaining British New Guinea stamps were sent 
to a printing office in Australia, probably to 
Brisbane, and that a first batch was quickly 
printed with the first (thick) overprint, and 
forwarded to Papua for immediate use. The 
remainder was then printed at leisure with the 
second (thinner) overprint, and was only issued 
as the first batch was used up. As far as we 
know the 2d. and 2jd. values have not yet been 
issued with the thinner overprint. This is of 
course only a theory, but we should think that it 
is correct, as our correspondent informs us that 
the figures were copied from the official report 
made by the Chief Postmaster of Papua to the 
Commonwealth authorities.

Paraguay.— The lllustriertes Briefmarkcn- 
Journal (16.11.07) informs us that the to pesos, 
chronicled in orange-brown, in our issue of 2 
November, has already changed its colour, it 
now being issued in a chocolate-brown shade.

Change o f  colour. Per/, i t j ,  12.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
10 p., black and chocolate-brown . —  —

South Australia. —  Ewctt's Weekly Stamp 
News (16. * 1.07) reports the discovery of two 
values of Type 27 in the Catalogue, with thick 
“  Postage J  watermark Crown and A, perf. 12, 
in pairs, imperf. between.

9<l., brown-lake, vertical pair, 
is., brown, horizontal pair.

Surinam. —  In the Deutsche Ihiefniarken- 
Zeitung (16.11.07) we read that a Berlin dealer 
has shown our contemporary the 1 c., olive-green; 
2 c., red-brown; 2$ c., deep green; and 3 c., 
orange-yellow, of the oblong figure type. We do

not list these, as we have reason to believe that 
they are only specimen copies; in our issue of 5 
October it will be seen that Mr. J. B. Rol>ert 
informed us that these stamps would be issued in 
December or January.

Switzerland. —  Baron A. de Reuterskiold 
writes us as follows:—

“ On November !2th the booklets containing 
the new 5 c. and 10 c. stamps were obtainable at 
some post offices in Switzerland. The officials 
having received orders only to sell the new stamps 
when the old ones were used up, it is still difficult 
to get them, as many offices refuse to sell them. 
The stamps are surface-printed on thick ‘ granite’ 
paper with apparently no watermark, and are per
forated 11$. As to the designs, the less said the 
better; the local press has already ridiculed the 
absurd design of the 5 c., with William TelPsson 
hanging on to his father’s giant cross-bow; that 
of the io c., although less absurd, is most un
satisfactory— it reminds one of the German stamp 
minus its frame, and has a most unfinished appear
ance. It is said that these stamps will be issued 
shortly, in sheets; also the 2 c. and 3 c. of the same 
design as the 5 c., and the 12 c. and 15 c. like the 
10 c. The colours will remain as in the current 
issue, except for the 3 c. and 12c., the former of 
which is to be red-brown and the latter yellow.”

We regret that we are not able to illustrate 
these stamps yet, as we have not been able to 
obtain unused specimens.

Granite Paper. S o  xvmk. Per/. u£.
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

5 c., green . . . .  —  —
io c., carmine . . . .  —  —

Trinidad.— The Postmaster-General of Trini
dad writes us officially under date of 1 November, 
that •* Postage Due stamps will now be supplied 
to the public cancelled

Victoria.— We learn from Even's Weekly 
Stamp News (16.11.07) that the 5s. was issued, 
with the watermark Crown and double-lined A, 
perf. It, about I November.

Wtttk. Crown a n d P e r / ,  i t.
Unused. Used. 

t. d. s. d.
54., carmine and blue . . —  —

N.B.—Jhs price* quoted abooe are those at which the stamps may be had from 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 397 Strand, London, W.C.

Printed by W. B r e n d o n  & S o n , Ltd., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
7 December, >907.
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Countries of the UJorid
By W. PERCY BARN SD ALL

F i j i

T H E  Crown Colony of Fiji consists o f 
a  scattered group of over two hun
dred islands (about eighty o f which 

are inhabited) in the South Pacific Ocean, 
about two thousand miles east o f Queens
land and about eleven hundred miles north 
of New Zealand. T hey extend three hun
dred miles from east to west and three 
hundred north to south, and including 
Kotumah (a dependency some distance to 
the south-east, in the open Pacific, added 
to the colony in December, 1880), have 
a gross area of 7435 square miles, or about 
the size of Wales. T h e two largest are Viti 
Levu, or Great Fiji (4250 square miles, 
about the size o f Jamaica), and Vanua Levu, 
or the Great Land (2600 square miles). The 
other islands range from an area o f 217 
square miles to mere rocks.

All the islands are abundantly w atered:

almost every valley has a stream from which 
an ample supply o f water can be obtained 
for irrigation and other purposes all the year 
round. T he barrier reef that almost en
circles each island forms an admirable 
breakwater, and once through the opening, 
vessels ride at anchor in perfect safety. The 
larger islands, composed of volcanic rock, 
are mountainous, with summits rising to 
four thousand feet or more. Dense forests 
clothe the windward side o f the islands, 
where the south-east trade winds bring a 
copious rainfall; and the scenery in many 
parts is grand and picturesque. Earth
quakes are not uncommon, and the great 
sea-waves which often follow them cause 
great destruction to the low shores. T he 
climate is equable, and remarkably healthy 
for Europeans.

The islands were discovered by Tasman
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in 1643, and early in the nineteenth century 
became the resort o f South Sea traders. 
The natives belong to the Polynesian race, 
are o f a dark copper colour, well-built, and 
handsome. Formerly they were habitual 
cannibals, but in 1835 the W esleyan mission
aries, led by Messrs. Cargill and Cross, 
commenced their labours amongst the island
ers, and though for a long time progress was 
slow and disheartening, Christianity is now 
professed by all the inhabitants. Under the 
improved and safer conditions many immi
grants found it profitable to squat on the 
various islands, and developed an unruly 
spirit, which in 1858 caused King Tha- 
kombau to solicit the protection of a strong 
Power. He accordingly offered to transfer 
his authority first to the United States, and 
then to Great Britain, but both declined. 
Ultimately, however, in view of the un
pleasantness which would arise to the neigh
bouring Australian colonies through the 
prevalence o f anarchy and disorder in the 
islands, the British Government acquiesced 
in the transfer, and the British flag was 
hoisted by Sir Hercules Robinson on 10 
October, 1874.

T h e Government is administered by a 
Governor (Sir Everard F. im Thurn), who 
is also High Commissioner for the Western 
Pacific, assisted by an Executive Council. 
For the purposes of native government the 
colony is divided into seventeen provinces, 
in ten o f which a superior native chief exer
cises, under the title o f Roko Tui o f his 
province, a  form o f rule somewhat similar to 
that in force prior to the establishment of a 
European form of government.

T h e population is about 122,000, o f which 
about 3000 are Europeans and 20,000 
Indians. T he latter are coolies, upon whose 
labour the planters are forced to depend, as 
the Fijian himself, though industrious in a 
way, dislikes prolonged and sustained work.

Suva, the present capital, is a small town 
on the south coast o f Viti Levu, with a good 
harbour. Levuka, the capital till 1882. is on 
the smaller and singularly beautiful island of 
Ovalau.

Education, almost entirely conducted by 
the W esleyan and Roman Catholic missions, 
is in a high state o f efficiency.

There is no military establishment in the 
colony, but there are a force of armed native 
constabulary and a Rifle Association under 
the control o f the Colonial Government.

T he revenue from postal dues and stamps 
in 1905 was .£4718, and during the year 
there passed through the post office, in local 
correspondence, 465,298 letters and post 
cards, 40,579 book packets, and 214,978 
new spapers; in foreign correspondence, 
807,186 letters, 99,099 book packets, 421,454 
papers, and 5664 parcels.

Money, weights, and measures are the

same as in the United Kingdom. There is 
a good system of interisland communica
tion, and regular steam communication is 
maintained with New Zealand, Australia, 
Tonga, Samoa, Hawaii, and Canada.

T he public expenditure is well under the 
revenue, and trade is in a flourishing condi
tion.

T he leading exports are sugar, copra, and 
fruit, especially bananas. T he principal 
imports are cotton goods, machinery and 
hardware, and food-stuff's. Trade is carried 
on chiefly with the United Kingdom and the 
Australian Commonwealth.

Its Philatelic History
From a philatelic point o f view this country 

is one of the most interesting. Not only do 
the stamps mark clearly the historical pro
gress of the islands, but in themselves 
provide a rare field for study, and until 
recently were little known or understood. 
It can hardly be called a cheap country in 
which to specialize, but a fairly representa
tive collection may be made without a great 
deal o f expenditure. Mr. C. J. Phillips, in 
an article on “ Stam p Collecting as an 
Investm ent” in the M onthly Journal (May,
1903), placed the country in Class II, and 
said there was much to learn here, and that 
the country was a fine subject for study, 
meriting more attention from advanced col
lectors than it had hitherto received. Since 
then Mr. Phillips has made a  special study 
and collection o f the country, and is now 
engaged in writing an exhaustive handbook 
dealing fully with the intricacies o f the 
issues. This collection was exhibited in our 
publishers’ name at the London Exhibition 
last year, but not for competition. It is an 
open secret that had this collection been 
entered for competition it would have 
secured the gold medal in its class. Here 
then is encouragement for collectors of Fiji 
stamps.

T he first issue was type-set and printed at 
the office o f The F i j i  Times (in connexion 
with the postal system established by the 
proprietors) in sheets of twenty-four stamps, 
arranged in four rows o f six stamps o f  each 
value, in the following order : 6d., is., id., 
3d. T hey were printed on coloured paper

TIMES H

PENNY, f

and rouletted, the latter operation being 
effected at the same time as the printing. 
Later, a  9d. value being required, the same 
plate as before was used, but the last three
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stamps o f  the 3d. on the bottom row were 
altered to 9d.

1870-1. Type-set. Rouletted. 
Unused. 

s. d.
Used. 
s. d.

id., black on rose . 20 0 —

3d. . 50 0 —

6d. . 100 0 —

9d. . too 0 —
IS. . 65 0 —

In 1871 certain Englishm en set up a 
Fijian government with the principal chief, 
Cakobau, as King. A t the end o f  the year a 
national postal system was established, and 
stamps which were engraved and printed at 
the Government Printing Office at Sydney, 
New South W ales, were put into circulation. 
The id. and 3d. were o f the same design, 
and differed from the 6d. in having the 
name and value on a  white ground. T he

initials “ C R "  stand for “ Cakobau Rex,” 
and refer to the above-mentioned Cakobau, 
who was in power from June, 1871, until the

(To tic

islands were handed over to Great Britain. 
T he paper has a watermark, F iji p o st a g e , 
in small capitals, across the middle row of 
stamps on the sheet, and the stamps were 
perforated 12L

17 Dec., 1871. Perf. raC
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
id., blue . . . . 6 o 20 o
3d., green . . . .  7 6 —
6d., rose . . . . 10 o —

T he above stamps had their values ex
pressed in pence, but as the currency then 
mostly in use for accounts was the dollar, 
the stamps were shortly after issue sur
charged in “ cents.” T h e surcharged set 
completes the list o f  stamps issued prior to 
the lSritish annexation.

12 Jan., 1872. Surcharged in black.
Unused. Used.

s. d. t. do
2 c. on id., blue • 3 0 6 0
6 c. on 3d., yellow-green . to 0 »S 0

12 c. on 6d., rose . 12 6 12 6

P L E A S E  N O T E
The P r ic e s  q u o ted  in  th e  fo re g o in g  a r t ic le  a re  ta k e n  fro m  oor p u b lis h e r s *  la te st  S t o c k  Book s , a n d  a r e ,  
th e re fo re , th e P r ic e s  a t  w h ich  S t a n t e p  G ib b o n s , L t d .,  w ilt h o v e  p le a s u r e  in  s u p p ip in g  a n p  o f  th e  
sto m p s th a t m a p  b e  n e e d e d  b p  a n p  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s .

British Stamps used /Ibttoad
By I. J. BERNSTEIN a n d  CHAS.
G R O U P  III— concluded

T H E  date fixed by the Postmaster-General 
at “ June 1st latest” was extended at the 
request of the Governor till 1 August, 

i860,on which date Jamaica assumed the con
trol of her own post offices. One inference to 
be drawn from the Governor’s speech, quoted 
previously, is that British stamps were used 
for internal postage. It is, in view of the num
ber of offices established, extremely likely, a l
though in the only other colony with internal 
British post offices (Cyprus) the Postmaster- 
General distinctly states that “  he had author
ized and established an inland rate.” In 
the latter colony, too, the prepayment o f 
letters was compulsory, but in Jamaica it was 
not so till 1872. A t the present time there are 
150 offices in the island T h e 53 already 
established retained the British post office 
numbers, and some 30 others established 
between 1870 and the introduction o f  dated 
postmarks received British office numbers.

NISSEN

W hy, is a mystery, the solution o f which we 
are unable to give. A s they, however, are 
only found on Jamaica stamps, their enumer- 
tion here will suffice :—

A79, A80, A81, A82, A83.
(These numbers had previously been used 

elsewhere.)
E06, E30, E58.
F80, F81, E95, E96, F97, F98.
G13, G14, G15, G16.
193, 196, 199, 201, 598, 615, 617, 622, 631, 

640, 642, 647.
In the official records it is stated that the 

Colonial Government took over 41) offices in 
i860. T h e  number in the British Post 
Office lists is 53, but as no stamps with the 
Nos. A50, A52, A72, A74 have as yet been 
found, it is possible that, although numbers 
were allotted to these places, the offices 
there were never really opened.

(To te continued.)
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Topical Hotc$
By CHARLES J. PH ILLIPS
N ew  S to ck  B ooks

No. 196. Value .£275.
British Stamps Used Abroad.

T H IS book is a new departure in the 
method of arranging these stamps. 
Formerly we used to mix them up 

with the ordinary used stamps, and a collector 
had to look through four or five volumes to 
find what he wanted. Finding a rather good 
demand for these stamps, 1 have had them all 
arranged in one book, which I shall be glad 
to send to specialists on approval. There are 
about two thousand stamps in the book, in
cluding a few scarce things. The stamps 
are priced very moderately considering their 
scarcity.

Reprints o f Crete
A t h e n s , 3/16 November, 1907. 

W e  have to inform you that several sheets, 
reimpressions, of the stamps o f the Russian 
occupation at Rhetymno have been sent to 
several dealers in Europe, and we draw your 
attention to this subject.— T h e  Ph il a t e l ic  
S o c ie t y  o f  A t h e n s .

S to ck -ta k in g

I h a v e  to give early notice that 391 Strand 
will be entirely closed for business from 
the 27th to the 31st instant. This will 
cause some delay in the after-Christm as 
trade which cannot be avoided, and I must 
ask for the kind indulgence o f our clients 
for a few days at that period. This exhaus
tive stock-taking takes place only once in 
three years. During the intermediate two 
years the stock is estimated on a certain per
centage of purchases and sales, which we 
have found comes out fairly accurately in 
practice. The stock-taking commenced early 
in November, but the value of the stock 
books and sales envelopes can only be esti
mated during the last week o f the year.

T o p ica l L im ericks
N ica r a g u a ’s going ahead
As regards overprints (which we dread).

No limericks there 
To drive away care,

They invent new surcharges instead.

These stamps are not worth a king’s ransom; 
Our catalogues might as well ban some.

With Department Zelaya 
They’re trying to slay yer,

And their Cab 0 is really not "hansom.”

Stamp Collections Register

1 sh o u l d  like to draw the attention of my 
readers to the success that has already been 
attained by this “  Register.” W e have sold 
about a dozen collections, and we have four 
more collections on hand to advertise in due 
course.

W e have many collections offered to us in 
the course o f  a year that we do not require 
to purchase, having sufficient o f those stamps 
on hand; we therefore started this “ Regis
te r” as a means o f enabling collectors to 
dispose of any general collections or single 
specialized countries that they m ay wish to 
sell.

T h e owner names his own price ; sends us 
a  fee of one guinea. F'or this we advertist 
the collection in both the Weekly and the 
M onthly, and if  the collection is sold he has 
to pay us a  commission of 10 per cent on 
the amount realized. T h e announcements 
reach fully twelve thousand readers, and if 
the price asked is really moderate a sale is 
generally effected.

C atalogue, P a r t  I I ,  F o re ig n  Countries
Is now ready, and booked orders have been 
all dispatched. Part I is in proof up to 
Mauritius, and I trust that it will be on sale 
the first week in January.

Jun ior P h ila te lic  S o cie ty  E xh ib ition
1 h a v e  received the following letter, which 
I publish with pleasure :—

44 F l e e t  St r e e t , L on d o n , E.C.,
20 November, 1907.

D e a r  S ir s ,

An important extension of arrangements 
has been made at the forthcoming Exhibition, 
and instead of 4200 square feet, the Exhibition 
will now cover 9000 square feet.

The plan of the extension, which is enclosed 
herewith, admits of t e n  new  st a l l s  for the 
business OK t h e  stam p  t r a d e , particulars of 
which are given herein.

To those dealers who have already taken space 
in the m ain  h a l l  a discount of 10 per cent 
will be allowed on any further space they may 
take in the new first-floor hall. Early applica
tion should be made for new stalls, the allot
ment of which will be made on Thursday, 
28 November.

Yours faithfully,
H e r b e r t  F. J o h n so n .
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Keep your Collections
It can be safely said that 50 per cent of the 
people who inhabit the civilized countries of 
to-day see no use, pleasure, or value in the 
art of stamp collecting. The real pleasure 
of stamp collecting, perhaps, is to keep 
stamps for a distant time. Others indulge 
for the purpose of converting their collec
tions into cash in after years. There is no 
doubt that a stamp collector who collects 
stamps for ten or twenty years will be able 
to sell them for a margin of 50 or 60 per 
cent on the actual cost. A  collection of 
desirable copies of stamps will yield a great 
deal more cash than an endowment policy 
for the same amount o f time. A  person 
should never sell or trade a stamp collection 
of over five years’ work unless forced to by 
hard straits. There is no telling when cer
tain stamps will take gigantic rises in price. 
I illustrate the above by  the fact that a man 
who had collected stamps when a boy re
cently sold one of his collections for the sum 
of /1800. T he reader may see by this that 
it pays to keep boyish collections or continue 
collecting. In later years the “ Young New 
Zealander’’ will appreciate the value o f his 
work in collecting stamps. Start a stamp 
collection at once if you have none.— Otago 
Witness, N.Z.

No Postage Stamps Here 
G l a n c in g  over the map in guest of British 
possessions which may possibly provide us 
with new issues of stamps, we find them 
chiefly among the Pacific Islands. For in
stance, there are the Gilbert Islands and the 
Ellice Islands, forming together the Gilbert 
and Ellice Islands Protectorate. There are 
twenty-five islands in all, with a total area 
of about 166 square miles, and a population 
of thirty-five thousand. As, however, there 
are only about one hundred Europeans 
settled on the islands, the need for postage 
stamps is perhaps not a very pressing 
matter. There are also the Phoenix Islands, 
seven in number, and the Union, orTokelan  
Islands, a group of six islands with various 
islets. Many other small groups and single 
islands in the Pacific are scarcely worth 
mentioning as possible issuers o f postage 
stamps. Among the islands of the Southern 
Atlantic the day may come when Ascension 
may be granted its own issue of postage 
stamps. There is also Tristan d ’Acunha, 
one o f the loneliest, but at the same time 
healthiest, spots in the world. It is said 
that everybody in Tristan d’Acunha lives 
to a great age— possibly because they have 
no electric trams, municipal elections, or—  
postage stam ps!— Otago Witness, N.Z.

Twentieth Century Colonials
H  G u i d e  t o  t h e  P o s t a l  H d b c s i v c s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  

I s s u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  S i x  Y e a r s  o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  

( J a n u a r y ,  1 9 0 1 - D u n e ,  1 9 0 7 )

W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b y  D. B. A R M S T R O N G

G re a t B r i ta in  —continued

ON 26 November, 1904, the $d. stamp 
was issued with the colour changed 
from blue-green to pale yellow-green 

in consequence o f  its having been confused in 
a poor light with the 2id . value ; 2^d. stamps 
having been in some cases actually handed 
over the counter in mistake for Jd. ones. 
This difficulty arose through an unfor
tunate choice being made in the selection 
of the inks to be used in the printing of 
these v a lu es; the green chosen for the |d. 
containing too large a  quantity o f blue, and 
the ultramarine of the 2|d. having an excess 
of green in its composition.

1904.
Design, •watermark, perforation, and paper as 

before. Colour changed.\
Jd., pale yellow-green.

(COPYRIGHT RESERVED.)

Shade.
During the summer o f 1907 the above 

stamp made its appearance in a  distinctly 
paler shade o f yellow-green than when it was 
first issued.

id ., very pale yellow-green.

September, 1905, saw the introduction o f 
the new chalk-surfaced paper, and in the 
same month those values o f the current 
series o f Great Britain most in demand for 
both postage and revenue purposes were 
issued printed on the new paper. Mor- 
le fs  Philatelic Journal claims to have seen 
a specimen of the 9d. stamp dated as early 
as 29 June, having the postmark o f St. 
Heliers, Jersey. This can, however, only 
have been an advance copy, taken in all 
probability from a trial sheet, the normal date 
o f issue being undoubtedly 6 September.
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1905-6-
Designs, watermarks, and perforation as before.

Chalk-surfaced papier. Values in second 
colours.

ijd ., purple and green (issued Sept. 6th, 1905). 
2d., green and scarlet (issued Sept. 6th, 1905). 
3d., purple on yellow (issued March 31st, 1906). 
4d., green and brown (issued January 19th, 1906). 
5d., lilac and ultramarine (issued May 19th, 1906). 
6d., purple (issued October 1st, 1905).
9d., lilac and blue (issued September 6th, 1905). 
iod., purple and scarlet (issued Sept. 6th, 1905). 
is., scarlet and green (issued Sept. 6th, 1905).

Wmk. Anchor.
2s. 6d., lilac (issued October 7th, 1905).

Shade.
The 3d. stamp printed upon chalk-sur

faced paper has recently developed the 
following pronounced shade :—

3d., pale purple on yellow.

The following details as to the arrange
ment of the sheets o f the current issue of 
postage and revenue stamps o f Great 
Britain will no doubt be acceptable to many 
philatelists.

The Jd., id., 2d., 2jd., 3d., 4d., sd., 6d., 
and is. stamps are printed and issued in 
sheets o f 240, divided into two panes, one 
above the other, each containing 120 stamps 
in ten horizontal rows o f  twelve.

T he 9d. value comes in sheets o f  eighty 
stamps only, composed of four panes of 
twenty, in four rows of f iv e ; whilst the 
sheets o f the tod. denomination have two 
panes o f forty-eight stamps each, composed 
of four rows o f twelve, or a total o f  ninety- 
six stamps to the sheet.

The high values o f 2s. 6d., 5s., and 10s. 
have two panes o f fifty-six stamps each to the 
printed sheet, 112 stamps in all, but are 
issued only in half-sheets for the sake of 
convenience of handling. T he £\  value is 
printed in sheets containing eighty stamps, 
two panes o f  forty, ten rows o f four, but 
like the other high denominations, the sheets 
are divided in half prior to their being sup
plied to the post offices.

T he sheets of low-value stamps have con
trol letters printed in colour on the bottom 
margin o f the sheet, immediately underneath 
the second stamp from the right or left as 
the case may be, in the bottom row of the 
lower pane, whilst those issued since May, 
1904,bear coloured serial numbers in addition 
to the control letters. A  control letter is 
also watermarked on the right-hand margin 
o f the sheet, facing the second row of stamps 
from the top, in the lower pane.

The margins o f  the sheets contain the 
word P O S T A G E  watermarked in large 
open double-lined capitals, and repeated at 
the top, bottom, and sides thereof.

Each complete pane of stamps is enclosed 
within a coloured frame printed on the mar
gins of the sheet, the colour being the same 
as that in which the stamps are printed, or 
in the case of the bicoloured denominations, 
two such lines, one within the other, the 
outer being of the colour of the body of the 
stamp, and the inner of that in which the 
value is printed. This coloured frame is 
commonly known as the Jubilee line, having 
been first used on the sheets of the 1887 
series of Great Britain, which is known as 
the Jubilee series, the Jubilee o f Her Majesty 
the late Queen Victoria having been cele
brated in that year. On all values excepting 
those o f ijd ., 2d., and 4d. these lines arc 
continuous, but on the sheets of ijd . stamps 
the inside lines occur at the sides of the 
panes only, whilst in the case of the 2d. 
value the outer marginal lines are composed 
of a series of short red dashes, from 7 to 
12 mm. long, opposite the end of each ver
tical and horizontal row of stamps in the 
panes, and on the sheets of 4d. stamps the 
outer line is broken at the corners of the panes 
only. A ll sheets of single-coloured stamps, 
and also those o f the denominations of 9d. 
and iod. respectively, have a series o f decor
ative blocks or pillars, filled with coloured 
horizontal lines, printed on the wide margin 
which separates the two or more panes that 
g o  to make up the sheet. This margin, which 
stretches across the sheet and is equal in 
size to one complete row of printed stamps, 
contains as a rule thirty-six of these blocks, 
three going to the space usually occupied by 
one stamp, although in the case of the f \  
value there are eleven, or forty-four in all 
across the sheet. On the sheets o f  the gd. and 
iod. stamps these blocks are primed alter
nately in the two colours of the designs. All 
margins are white excepting those of the 3d. 
denomination, which are yellow, that being 
the colour o f the paper upon which these 
stamps arc printed.

T his concludes the regular postal issues of 
Great Britain for the Twentieth Century, 
up to date. I will now proceed to deal with 
the Official stamps.

Official Issu es

T h e idea o f  issuing special stamps for 
use upon official correspondence originated 
almost as early as did the adhesive postage 
stamp itself, experiments being first made 
in the production o f  such a stamp by the 
British Government as far back as 1840, 
by removing the Maltese Crosses from the 
upper corners of the die o f the then newly 
issued id., black, and replacing them with 
the initials V .R . T his scheme was, how
ever, abandoned, and the stamps thus 
designed were never issued for postal pur
poses, official or otherwise. A  few proof-
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sheets printed from this plate found their 
way, however, into the hands o f stamp 
collectors, and were for many years regarded 
by them as great rarities, frequently fetching 
as much as £ 14  for a  single specimen at 
auction, in the heyday of their popularity. 
But since it has been firmly established that 
the stamp was never authorized for postal 
service it has been ruled out of the leading 
catalogues,and now comes under the designa
tion of stamps prepared for use, but never 
issued. Postmarked copies o f the “ id. 
V.R.” are occasionally come upon, but 
these are merely the result o f experimental 
obliteration. In October, 1882,Official stamps 
were again revived, this time successfully, 
and several values o f the then current series 
were overprinted 1. R. o f u c ia i ., for use by 
that Department o f the Government.

This surcharge was extended to all future 
issues, and numerous additions were made in 
the shape o f stamps surcharged for the 
Departments of Arm y, and Office o f W orks, 
and for use on Government Parcels, whilst at 
the commencement o f the present reign the 
use of Official stamps was further extended 
to the Board of Education, the Adm iralty, 
and to members o f  the Royal Households.

Owing to the flagrant misuse o f these 
stamps by the Government officials who 
were entrusted with the handling of them, on 
12 May, 1904, all Official stamps were by 
Royal W arrant withdrawn from issue, all re
mainders being destroyed on the following 
day.

These Official stamps were Government 
property, and intended solely for use upon 
official correspondence. T hey were obtained 
from the Government stores as required, and 
although not actually paid for by the various 
Departments in cash, had to be allowed for 
in the Post Office Accounts. Previously to 
the issue of special Official stamps, accord
ing to Mr. Bernstein’s handbook on The 
Official Stamps o f  Great Britain, the various 
Government Offices were compelled to pur
chase stamps for use upon their mail over 
the counter in the usual w a y ; but as the 
amounts thus expended were refunded to the 
officials but once in three months, this system 
was the cause o f much inconvenience and 
dissatisfaction.

Stamp dealers were prohibited from either 
buying or selling Official stamps in an unused 
condition ; but notwithstanding this regula
tion, supplies found their way on to the 
market, and, on investigation, it was dis
covered that clerks and officials in Govern
ment employ frequently appropriated large 
quantities o f the Official stamps o f their 
several Departments, both for the purpose 
of presentation to their stamp-collecting 
friends, and for sale to dealers, who, despite 
the penalty attached thereto, were not un
willing, as a  rule, to carry on an illicit traffic

in such remunerative issues. In every case 
the stolen Official stamps were replaced by 
those o f a  similar value, unsurcharged.

Finding that this system offered too many 
temptations to those connected with the 
working of it, the Government withdrew from 
use all Official stamps in the following spring, 
and at the same time intimated that the sale 
o f small quantities o f these stamps in an 
unused condition would be officially un
observed.

T h e use o f Official stamps has been tried 
with varying success by many of the British 
Colonies and Possessions, but with the ex
ception o f  India and some of the Australian 
States, none o f these issues have been long 
continued, the reason for their withdrawal 
being in every case the same as for that of 
those of Great Britain.

I will now list the various stamps o f  Great 
Britain, surcharged for official use, which 
come within the scope of this work, under 
each Department separately.

Inland Revenue
It was for the use of this Department 

that the first series o f permanent surcharged 
Official stamps was issued, and as their use 
was largely connected with the gathering of 
taxes, the low values are fairly plentiful. 
It is, however, with the Twentieth Century 
issues o f the Department that we are chiefly 
concerned, and 1 will therefore proceed to 
denominate the stamps surcharged for the 
use o f the Inland Revenue Authorities from 
October, 1901, to May, 1904, inclusive.

T h e Inland Revenue Offices have their 
head - quarters at Somerset House, with 
branches in all the principal towns and cities 
o f  the United Kingdom, its chief functions 
being the collection o f  the Excise and Death 
Duties and o f other Government taxes. All 
letters to and from the head office in London 
were conveyed free, but communications be
tween the various branch offices, letters 
addressed to private persons, and all foreign 
mail, had to be franked with specially over
printed stamps o f the requisite denomina
tions. T he high-value stamps were for use 
in payment o f postage upon circulars and 
letters posted in bulk ; that is to say, when
ever there was an unusually large number 
o f letters or circulars to be dispatched by 
post, they were made up into packages con
taining, say, 120 letters each, and these, to
gether with a  docket bearing a  stamp of 
equal value to the postage on the entire 
packet, would be handed in at the nearest 
post office, where the letters, instead o f hav
ing stamps affixed to them in the usual way', 
were cancelled with a  postmark giving the 
word p a id . T he docket was then also ob
literated and sent in to the Accountant’s 
Department o f the General Post Office, 
where, after the amount thereof had been
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entered in the accounts, the docket was 
destroyed. T his accounts for the very small 
number of these stamps which are in exist
ence to-day.

In June, 1901, the stamp of the value o f 
6d., the use o f which had been discontinued 
by the Department in 1885, was again brought 
into requisition, and a supply of this value o f 
the old Queen’s Head series o f  1887 was 
surcharged 1. R. o f f i c i a l , and issued to the 
Inland Revenue Offices on 14 June, 1901. 
Four months later a requisition was made 
by the Department for a further supply of 
is. stamps, and to meet this demand ten 
sheets, or 2400 copies in all, of the bicoloured 
stamp o f that denomination, bearing the 
head o f  the late Queen Victoria, issued in 
1900, were surcharged as above and delivered 
to the Department on 5 November, 1901.

It is sometimes erroneously stated that 
the id . blue-green stamp, issued at the 
same time as the is. mentioned above, and 
also surcharged 1. R. O FFICIAL, was first put 
into use in April, 1901, but researches show 
this not to be the case, and in a paper read 
by H .R .H . the Prince o f W ales before the 
London Philatelic Society, in May, 1904, 
the official date of delivery is given as July, 
1900, the stamp in all probability being 
issued soon after that date. The reason for 
its being chronicled as having been issued 
in April, 1901, is that prior to that date its 
appearance had been unobserved by the 
philatelic press.

1901.

Regular issues of 1887 and 1900. Overprinted
I. R. O FFICIA L in tall, thin, sans-serif capitals, 
in two lines, in black.

6d., purple on rose-red (June 14th, 1901). 
is., scarlet and green (November 5th, 1901).

The is. value was in use for a period of 
seven months only, being superseded by the

King’s Head stamp of the same denomina
tion in the following May.

T he new King’s H ead series made its 
appearance in January, 1902, and as the 
stock o f  Queen’s Head stamps became ex
hausted, corresponding values o f  new series 
were overprinted for the use of this Depart
ment.

Curiously enough, the date given for the 
issue o f the 6d. value o f  the King’s Head 
series is that of the day following that on 
which all remainders o f  Official stamps were 
destroyed. It is probable that it was never 
intended to be issued. Only three copies of 
this rarity are known, all o f them used and 
all bearing the date o f 14 May, 1904; these 
were possibly surreptitiously removed from 
the sheets before their being returned for 
destruction, and sent through the post with 
the idea o f  enhancing their value.

1902-4.
Regular King's Head series o f  1902. Overprinted 

as before in tall, thin sans-serif capitals on the 
low values, and in thick sans-serif capitals 
on the 5s., 10s., and f  1 stamps. 

id., blue-green (issued February 4th, 1902).
Id., scarlet (issued February 4th, 1902).
2j(]., ultramarine (issued February 19th, 1902). 
6d., purple (issued May 14th, 1904).
Is , scarlet and green (issued April 29th, 1902). 
5s., carmine (issued April 29th, 1902).
10s., pale ultramarine (issued April 29th, 1902). 
£ 1, green (issued April 29th, 1902).

V ariety .
The id . value of the above series is found 

with two distinct types o f overprint, the one 
much thicker than the other.

Thick surcharge. 
id., scarlet.

These stamps, together with the other 
Official issues, became obsolete in May,
1904.

{To be continued.)

iUby Some Stamps ane Scarce
By J. W . H. H E S L O P

T H E  presence o f a garrison o f  soldiers in 
a British colony has a wonderful in
fluence on the number o f used stamps 

of that colony. J ust now St. Lucia is suffering 
from the withdrawal o f the troops from that 
island, and the number o f letters and parcels 
dispatched to places abroad has fallen off 
considerably. T h e soldiers sent frequent 
parcels home and did much business with 
neighbouring islands ; stamps o f high value 
were often employed. T his is one o f the 
reasons why 6d. and is. Queen’s H eads are

not scarce, but there will be a  different tale 
to tell with regard to the sam e denomina
tions o f  the current issue. T h e higher-value 
King’s H eads are not usednearlysofrequently 
as the Queen’s Heads were, and this should 
have some influence on prices in time to 
come.

Much the same may be said of St. Helena. 
T he withdrawal of the garrison from there 
has left very few to use the higher-value 
stamps, save a  handful o f traders and the 
few residents who occasionally write abroad.
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In places where a garrison— in Gibraltar, 
Bermuda, and Malta, for example— is still 
maintained high values are much more 
often used. H igher values o f Bermuda are 
used both by British soldiers and also by 
the throngs of American tourists who make 
Hamilton a holiday resort. The 2s. 6d., 5s., 
and 10s. Malta very frequently arrive in 
England affixed to parcels from the troops 
stationed there.

Krom this it will be also understood why 
high values of any given country are scarcer 
in that country than elsewhere. Even in big 
countries is this the case. The 2 and 5 
francs values o f Trance are dearer in Paris 
than they are in London, mainly because 
these values are chiefly used in sending 
parcels out of France. In the same way 
high values British are plentiful in India ; 
quite a respectable lot can be usually supplied 
by clerks in Indian merchants’ offices. And 
a correspondent in America writes : “  Don’t 
ask me for high-value U .S. ; they mostly go 
out of the country, and are much more 
readily got in London than in New York.” On 
the other hand, this American friend usually 
has a spare copy or two of the tos. and £  1 
British to exchange.

Proximity to England is another factor 
which seems to influence the quantity o f used 
stamps. A  soldier stationed in Gibraltar, 
which is only about five days’ sail distant, 
will write home more frequently, and send 
more parcels, than if he were stationed at the 
Antipodes. It is also an easier matter for a 
dealer to write to Gibraltar than, say, to the 
Falkland Islands— a fact which may account 
for the plentifulness o f mint Queens o f this 
colony and the M orocco Agencies.

The prosperity also o f a colony has some 
effect on the number of its used stamps. 
Stamps o f the two Nigerias were once difficult 
to meet with, but the recent increase o f trade 
in that quarter has called for the use o f more 
stamps ; hence they are not now so scarce. 
Used Lagos are plentiful because of the 
enormous trade between England and W est 
Africa in native produ ce; the occasional 
greasiness o f the stamps betrays native hand
ling and a hot climate. (B y the way, how fear
ful is thegum they use in those parts, to supple
ment the original gum on the stamp itself! 
Some of the stamps have apparently been 
plastered on to the parcel in much the same 
fashion that walls are papered.) It is a point 
worth remembering that since Lagos nowuses 
South Nigerian stamps, used copies of the 
latter should presently be available at a lower 
rate than formerly. On the other hand, the 
present depression in trade in the Cape 
should have some nfluence on the current 
5s. value of that colony. T h e 5s. King is 
not nearly so easy to get as the 5s. Hope 
seated.

Area of distribution is, o f course, another

factor governing the supply o f used copies. 
A  is. Leeward Islands King is easier 
to get than the same value o f St. Kitts, 
because the is. Leewards is current among 
five groups o f islands, whereas the is. St. 
Kitts is restricted to one group alone. T he 1 s. 
St. Kitts has to compete with the is. Lee
wards for sale over the same counter, and the 
latter stamp, being saleable in five presiden
cies, has thus an advantage over the local 
stamp of five chances to one.

The popularity of any country ie almost 
certain to result in a good supply. The 
Seychelles are a small group, with little trade 
to justify any large number o f high values ; 
yet they are not scarce. Since collectors 
coveted them they were forthcoming ; many 
a parcel has been posted to England for the 
sake o f the stamps on its cover.

In places, too, where visitors are numerous 
stamps become on this account more plenti
ful. Streams of tourists proceed down the 
Nile valley, are attracted by the pretty 
Camel stamps, stick them superfluously on 
every letter home, and thus help to make 
them more plentiful.

Abyssinia is a country where the use of 
stamps is not yet general among the inhabi
tants, the few that are used being employed 
chiefly by officials ; hence the scarcity of 
used copies. Should the Abyssinian people 
take to using stamps as their Sudanese 
neighbours do, used copies should become as 
plentiful as the stamps o f the Sudan.

New Zealand stamps above the id. value 
are threatened with comparative scarcity in 
future; the rates o f postage have been re
duced, and merchants are using generally 
the Id. and id . values only, these being 
sufficient to meet most o f the postal needs.

There is a stamp of B.C.A.— the 3s. de
nomination— which is easy to get because it 
represents the duty paid for “ hut tax.” By 
paying this duty the natives, in return for the 
benefits o f  civilization and commerce, help to 
pay for the development and government of 
their country, which is but fair.

T H E  P H I L A T E L I S T S  
C O L L E C T IN G  B O O K

For the coat pocket. With patent fastening to 
flap. Size, 6̂  x 4$ inches. Handsomely bound in 
Art Cloth. Each book contains iz pages, having 
four strips of linen, 1-inch wide, arranged hori
zontally, glued at the bottom edge and with the 
upper one open, for the safe retention and pre
servation of recent purchases or duplicates. A 
large pocket is also provided at the back for En
velopes or Stamps in bulk. In daily use by lead
ing London Collectors. No. 17, post-free, as. 7d. 
No. 18—oblong, a4 pages, 6 strips on each page, 
interleaved with strong glazed paper to prevent 
rubbing—post-free, js. 4S. ; abroad, 5s. 6d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
jsi Strand, London, W.C.
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O m niu m  Gatherum
By “ P H IL O L O G O S ”
German Colonials
It  is proposed to abolish the “  ship ” type at 
present used for all the stamps of the German 
Colonies, and to give every colony its own 
particular type of stamp. It is hoped that 
suitable and artistic designs will be chosen. 
In fact, the Diirer Society has offered a 
prize of £\(x> for the best designs for a 
series o f colonial stamps for Germany.

T he “ k ”  in M alay
It  is not known generally that the letter 
“ k ”  at the end of some of the names in the 
M alay regions ought not to be pronounced ; 
thus, the three well-known names of Perak, 
Bangkok, and Sarawak ought to be pro
nounced severally Perah, Bangko, and 
Sarawah.

A  M aster's Master
It  will be recalled that the design o f the 
French stamps 1876 to 1900 can hardly be 
called artistic. “  Qu;esitor ” says in L c  
Timbre-t’ostc that the design was due to 
M. Sage, who taught painting to M. 
Bouguereau, the painter o f  such charming 
pictures. T he pupil had a  great regard 
for his master, and when he was told that 
M. Sage’s design had been chosen by the 
authorities, M. Bouguereau remarked that 
their choice “  was a proof o f the enlightened 
and artistic taste, which the French author
ities brought to light in the things of daily 
life.”

A  Fine Record
H e r e  is surely a  record in postmistress-ship. 
On G uy Faw kes’s D ay, Mrs. Kenward, the 
postmistress of W ivelsfield, in Sussex, cele
brated her eighty-eighth birthday. Sixty-one 
years ago, in 1846, Mrs. Kenward was ap
pointed postmistress. Mr. Kenward, who is 
eighty-six years o f age, is the postmaster o f 
the village. This must be a record difficult 
to eclipse.

Argentine’s N ext Issue 
T h e  Collectionneur tie Timbres-Pos/e an
nounces that a new set o f  stamps will be 
issued by the Argentine Republic on 1 Janu
ary, 1908, but that “ all other details are 
lacking.” A  bad start.

In  D ay s o f  Old
A  SUBSCRIBER to the Revue Postale says that 
he bought lately a  small collection o f  postage 
stamps mounted in a  Moens album of 1867. 
A  striking light is thrown upon stamp

collecting methods o f forty years ago by two 
little notices printed on the inside page of 
the cover. T hey are

“  1. Collectors are advised to cut off the 
perforations o f the stamps.

“ 2. T h e  publisher recommends that stamps 
be stuck down by their four corners.”

Our only criticism can be that those were 
the good old spacious times, when the 
rarities were “  in the making.”

Stam ps on Letters
L ’Echo de la Timbrologie has been asked by 
a  subscriber what is the simplest and most 
practical way o f making out the watermark 
o f a stam p which has not been removed 
from the envelope, and which it is not wished 
to remove. T he journal referred to con
fesses that it “  does not know what to reply,” 
and it turns the difficult problem loose 
among its readers, in the hope that some 
inventive genius will be equal to solving the 
riddle. W ild asses could not drag from the 
writer his suggestion o f a  solution. So my 
worthy confreres can possess their souls in 
patience.

W e ll F ran k ed
T h e r e  arrived recently in Berlin an en
velope which the Germ an officials would 
certainly not take the trouble to weigh ; the 
letter was franked so generously. On the 
front side there were 120 stamps, each o f to 
roubles ; on the other side there were thirty 
o f  the 10 roubles, one o f 7 roubles, one o f 50 
kopecks and one o f 2 kopecks, or a total of 
1517 roubles 52 k op ecks; and at the rate of 
2s. l id . to the rouble the postage came to 
.£160. 4s. 9d. _______

B A R B A D O S
Bjr E .  D. Bacon a n d  F ,  H .  N a p ie r
With a Hiatory and Deacription o f  tho $tar~watarmarh*d 
Papora o f  Heaara. Parhina Bacon A  Co.

This important publication, consisting: of 120 
pages, is illustrated with three sheets of autotypes 
of stamps (specially showing all the varieties of the 
id. on half of 5s.), three facsimile reproductions 
of the Star watermarks, an Appendix containing 
copies of original correspondence, etc. etc., a list 
of the number of Stamps of each value printed by 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. and Messrs. De La 
Rue & Co.

Price 7s. 6d. in strong cover, or tos. 6d. well 
bound in cloth, gilt edges; post-free 3d. extra.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39t Strand, London, W.C.
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Forgeries and Reprints
Horn to Detect Them
By R E V . R O B E R T  B. E A R E E

{Continued from page 154.)

B R IT IS H  G U IA N A — continued 
Issues of 2853 . I c., 4 c.

(With and without a white line above the value.)
I have seen no counter

feits of these stam ps; 
but there are reprints of 
them (as o f the 1851 
issue), which are perfor
ated, like the reprints 
o f the 1851 issue. The 
genuine stamps of both 
issues are unperforated.

Issues of 1860-75
i860, i c. (pink), 2, 4, 8, 12, 24 c. Value 

far from c e n t s  (except in the 4 c . ) ; thickish 
white wove paper ; perf. 12.

1862. 1 c , brown-red, brown, deep brown. 
Paper varying ; perf. 12.

1862-3. 1 c. (black), 2, 4, 8, 12, 24 c. ;
thinner paper; perf. 12, 12^, and 13.

1863. 1, 2, 4, 8, 12 c. Value close to 
CENTS ; perf. 12, 12J, and 13.

1867. 1, 2, 4, 8, 12 c. Value close to
CENTS ; perf. 10.

1869. 12 c. Value far from c e n t s ;
perf. 10.

1875. 1, 2, 4, 8, 12 c. Value close to |
CENTS ; perf. 15. 1

Genuine.— Engraved, in fpargne ; paper, per- | 
foration, and type as alxwe. The motto in the j 
oval band is DAMUS p e t i m u s q u e  v i c i s s i m . The | 
outer line of the whole stamp is very close to the j 
frame. The O in the right bottom corner is cut \ 
off somewhat squarely at the top. The tail of 
the R of Br it is h  turns up, so as to point dis
tinctly above the foot of the following 1. The 1 
in the left top corner of the stamp is exactly in 
the centre of the containing-square. The whole 
length of the s of d a m u s  is about equal in 
thickness. The v-shaped centre of the M of 
PETIMUSQUE is cut off square at the bottom ; 
and the tail of the Q shows quite as much inside 
as outside the body of the letter. At the bottom 
of the oval garter there is a small, shield-shaped 
piece, which folds over obliquely, just above the 
c of c e n t  or c e n t s  ; in it there is an irregular, 
white, eight-pointed star, and inside this star 
there is a dark eirelet with a dark dot in the 
centre of it. The tops of the masts are extremely 
faint, so as to be almost invisible. The highest 
point of the left-hand (mizen) mast only reaches 
as high as the level of the centre of the highest 
(main-top mast) sail of the middle (main) mast; 
and the highest point of the right-hand (fore) mast 
is not nearly tail enough to touch the outline of 
the oval above it. The buckle of the garter is 
no wider than the garter itself.

First Forgery.— I have only the 2 c., with 
value close to cents. This is a most excellent 
forgery, and might deceive anybody. Finely 
lithographed, in a very red shade of orange, on 
very thick, very hard, white wove paper, un
perforated. The top of the o  in the right bottom 
corner is not at all square. The tail of the R of 
BRITISH is quite Bat at the bottom, and points 
directly level with the foot of the following t. 
The 1 in the left top corner is slightly to the left 
of the centre of the containing-square. The top 
and bottom of the S of damus are distinctly 
thinner than the main body of the letter. The 
v-shaped centre of the M of petimusque is sharp 
at the point; and the tail of the q does not show 
at all in the hollow of the letter, though outside 
it is more prominent than in the genuine. The 
little dark ring, containing a dot, in the white 
star over the c  of CENTS is ovaly instead of 
circular. The tops of the masts are quite easy to 
see ; the right-hand one (tike the middle one) 
touches the top outline of the containing-oval; 
and the left-hand one reaches up almost to the 
level of the top of the highest sail on the middle 
mast. The buckle of the garter is wider than the 
garter itself, and trespasses over the outline of 
the garter, both outside and inside the oval. The 
complicated, spider’s-wel> lines in the spandrels 
are not exactly like those of the genuine; but 
there is no possibility of describing the differences 
without diagrams. The lack of perforation and 
the extremely stout paper are the readiest tests for 
this forgery.

Second Forgery.— Lithographed, on medium 
to stout, white wove paper; pin-perf. 12$. The in
scription on the oval band is damus rrtim usour  
v ic iss im . This mistake of retim u so ue  instead 
of p et im u sq u e  renders this forgery easy of 
detection. The outer line round the stamp is at 
some distance from the frame; there being almost 
the width of the 1 in the left top corner between 
the line and the frame. The 0 in the right 
bottom corner is oval. The tail of the R of 
Br it ish  points straight to the foot of the follow
ing 1. The 1 in the left top corner is a great 
deal too far to the right of its containing-square. 
The little dark ring in the shield-shaped part of 
the garter, over the C of CENT or CENTS, is 
irregular in shape, and thickest on the right side.

Third Forgery.— Lithographed, on medium, 
white wove paper, badly pin-perf. to some un
countable gauge. The outer line of the stamp is 
too far from the frame. The 0 in the right 
bottom corner is rather irregular in outline. The 
tail of the r of Br it ish  points straight to the 
foot of the following 1. The 1 in the left top 
corner is far to the left of the centre of the con
taining-square. The tail of the q of petim usqu e  
is very oblique, pointing to the right, instead of 
almost straight down. The middle mast does 
not touch the top of the oval; and the other 
masts are even shorter than those of the genuine.
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The right-hand mast, if prolonged upwards, 
would pass clear between s q  of p b t i m u s q u e  ;  
though, in the genuine, it would cut into the s. 
The pairs of wavy, parallel, vertical lines in the 
spandrels arc much too prominent in this forgery; 
striking the eye at once. In the genuine, they 
have to be looked for.

Fourth Forgery.— Of this I have only the 
I cent, in green (!). It is extremely poor, and 
not likely to deceive. Badly lithographed, in 
greent on thinnish, hard, yellowish-white wove 
paper, unperforated. The tail of the r  of Br i t i s h  
seems to point downwards. The q  of p e t i m u s q u e  
is a distinct O. The little coloured ring in the 
star over the c of c e n t  is oval, and has no dot 
in its centre. The top of the central mast does 
not touch the outline of the oval above it, and the 
tops of the other masts are invisible. The ship 
is very queerly rigged ; the upper sail of the left- 
hand mast is put on obliquely, and the triangular 
sail (jib) near the ss  of v i c i s s i m  is shapeless, 
instead of being a neat, long triangle. The top 
of the G of POSTAGE is broken off, and the E is a 
mere blotch. I cannot give further details, as 
the stamp is so very badly printed.

Fifth Forgery.— Very blotchily lithographed, 
on thinnish, very white wove paper, nicely per- 
forated 12̂ . The a  of d a m  us has no cross-bar; 
the Q of p e t i m u s q u e  has only the very slightest 
indication of a tail, and the m  of v i c i s s i m  is 
much blotched. The bottom of the tail of the R

of BRITISH points above the foot of the following 
1, as in the genuine; but it is cut off obliquely, 
instead of being rounded off. The top and 
bottom of the s of d a m u s  are much thinner than 
the body of the letter. In the shield-shaped 
part of the garter, over the c of c e n t  or c e n t s , 
there are merely three small white dots, where 
the eight-pointed white star, containing a dark 
ring, ought to be. The background of the central 
oval is solid (or nearly so); whereas, in the 
genuine, it is formed by horizontal lines. The 
tops of the masts are, of course, quite invisible 
on the solid background ; and the hull of the 
vessel is also quite undistinguishable from the 
background. The lettering of the Latin motto 
is very ragged, compared with the neat block type 
of the genuine.
POSTMARKS

Genuine.— 1, 2, 19, 29, 54, 57.
First Forgery.— 57.
Second Forgery.— 29.
Third Forgery.— 98.
Fourth Forgery.— Uncancelled.
Fifth Forgery.— 29.
N o t e . — There is a 12 c. of the 1869 type, 

which is surcharged with a large “ 5  C.” in red. 
This is figured and catalogued as “ 6ci.” ; but it 
is a “ c.^ not a “ d.” I do not know anything 
about the reason for the surcharge, or whether it 
is genuine or bogus.

( To be continued.)

Out* South Hmettican Letter
M o n t e v i d e o , 28 October,  1907.

U ruguay
A N O T H E R  extensive forgery of the current 

5 c. postage stamps has recently come to 
^  light, and it appears to have occasioned a 
serious loss of revenue to the Post Office, as most 
of the big commercial houses here are in the 
habit of buying large quantities of stamps at one 
time for franking their correspondence, and since 
this forgery was discovered many firms have 
returned numbers of the 5 c. stamps to the Postal 
Department, and most are false. Many of the 
money-changers here are allowed to sell stamps, 
and, of course, this gives the forgers exceptional 
opportunities for disposing of their stock. In 
fact, a money-changer has been arrested in con
nexion with the affair, and he appears to have 
been making a good thing out of it. The forgeries 
are said to be so well executed as to deceive 
even the Inspectors of the School of Arts and 
Trades, where the current issue was printed. 
The matter was first discovered through the 
arrest of a printer and others in connexion with 
the forgery of fiscal stamps. The serious atten
tion of the Uruguayan Government has been 
called to the facility with which the postage 
stamps are being forged, and they have cabled 
urgent orders to Messrs. Waterlow and Son, of 
London, for the immediate engraving of 7,900,000 
postage stamps of the different values, using for 
this purpose the plates and designs already in 
their possession. Messrs. Waterlow were the 
engravers of Uruguayan postage stamps from 
18&9 to 1900, but since then the stamps have been

lithographed locally by the School of Arts and 
Trades, with the consequence that they have 
more than once l>een successfully forged. The 
new stamps should be here very soon now.

There is an interesting minor variety of the 
current 5 c., which consists in the ornamentation 
on the left side of the stamp near the figure of 
value forming an S. This variety occurs once in 
each sheet of 100 stamps, and as only 3000 were 
printed before it was discovered, it is rather scarce.
1 was fortunate enough to acquire half a dozen 
copies. In the new 7 c. there is a slight flaw in 
the plate which gives to the letters 4‘ 1.1 ” of re- 
PUBLICa  the appearance of a bad “  H .”  This 
also occurs once in the pane. Of the current 5 mils.,
2 c., and 10 c. I possess blocks imperforate 
on one side only. I mention these varieties, as 
I do not remember to have seen them chronicled 
by any of the philatelic papers. I have recently 
seen very good reprints of the 1 c. and 2 c. of 1882, 
and I am told they were printed some years 
ago.

According to a return just published, there are 
in this country, in addition to the General Post 
Office, 18 sub post offices, 77 branch offices, 787 
agencies, and 50 telegraph offices : and consider
ing that this is a very sparsely populated country, 
with only two or three towns of any importance, 
I  think we are remarkably well served.

From the 1st inst. the letter weight has been 
raised from 15 grammes to 20 grammes, and as 
the postage on local letters costs 2&d. and on 
foreign 5d., this is a considerable concession to 
those who have a large correspondence.
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Paraguay
I have received, through the kindness of a 

correspondent in Paraguay, the following details 
of the 1904 issue (that in current use) up to
date

I c., orange.
1 c., vermilion. 
2 C. , ,
5 c., light blue. 
5 c., dark ,,
5 c., yellow.

10 c., green

20 c., violet.
20 c., brown.
30 c., blue-green.
30 c., grey.
60 c., chocolate.
1 peso, rose-red and 

black.
I peso, orange and black.

Provisionals,
5 c. on 2c.,red. j 5 c. on 2 c., green.

All of the above bear the date 1904. I am 
informed that the last-named (5 c. on 2c.t green) 
does not exist in the unsurcharged condition. 
The 5 c. on 2 c., red, was only in use for a few 
days.
A rg e n tin e

Mr. Charles Phillips, in his “ Notes on the 
Breilfuss Collection, mentions the toe. imperf. 
of 1867 with no watermark. This and the 
15 c. of the same issue are catalogued by Senf 
under numbers 15 and 16. and they are both ex
tremely rare stamps. I have the 10 c. in a used 
condition in my collection, and it cost me $100 
(£20) in exchange. I know of one or two copies 
in other local collections.

The new issue is a long time making its appear
ance. It has been in stock for some months, and 
will only be issued as the current stamps get used 
up. So far, we have only had the newspaper 
wrappers of &c., 1 c., and 4 c. with the head of 
San Martin in a double circle. It is rumoured 
that the new stamps bear the portraits of eminent 
Argentine statesmen, and that the colours are 
more attractive than those at present in use. 
Those of your readers who come across large 
numbers of the common stamps of Argentina 
should look carefully for varieties. The most 
noticeable and interesting is that which occurs in 
the 2 c. of 1888. This consists of an inverted letter 
“ v ” instead of the letter “ a  ” at the end of the 
word ARGENTINA. There are in allseven varieties 
of this stamp. In the current issue several values 
are perforated, l i L  H i, and 12, and others are 
without vertical or horizontal perforation, and 
others again have no perforation at all. I notice 
that these last have already been chronicled and 
explained in your M onthly Jo u rn a l,

Corrientes
Some of your readers have no doubt noticed 

that a revolution has been going on in this remote 
province of the Argentine Republic for some 
weeks past. The contending parties have now 
accepted the intervention of the Federal Govern
ment, and the Arbitrator will proceed to hold 
elections without delay, as the Opposition con
sider that the local Government has held office 
too long ! As I dare say most general collectors 
arc aware, the plat; for the Corrientes stamps 
was engraved by a baker’s boy in the town, he 
having been given a French stamp with the head

of Ceres to copy. Until 1870 or 1871 the postal 
service was of the most rudimentary description. 
The local Government possessed the plate of eight 
stamps, and whenever the stock ran short an 
employe was sent with it to the official printing 
office to get a new supply struck off. I have 
made inquiries as to the number printed, and 
am informed, on good authority, that no records 
were kept. At first the stamps were printed on 
blue paper, and were worth 1 real m.c. (current 
money). Afterwards the postal charge was modi
fied to 3 centavos, and as the same plate was 
used, the value at the foot of the stamp was 
merely erased. The printings were done indis
criminately on whatever paper happened to be 
on hand, so that these stamps arc to be met 
with in several shades of blue, green, yellow, 
and rose. They were issued without gum, and 
were affixed to the envelopes by the post office 
clerks themselves. Most of the stamps are pen- 
marked, probably because the clerks were too 
lazy to alter the date-stamp from day to day. 
There are in each row of eight stamps eight 
varieties, principally in the lettering, and there 
are also tite-bkhe pairs. Reprints of these stamps 
are said to exist, but I have never seen any.

I am glad to see that H. Treherne.of Brighton, 
has been laid by the heels at last. This in
dividual used to exchange with me under the 
name of H. Hordern, of 125 London Road, 
Brighton, and he has obtained stamps from me 
to the value of ^40, and all I have to show 
in return are a few forgeries consisting princi
pally of surcharged colonials. He offered me 
surcharged Zanzibar, Somaliland, etc., cata
logued ^100 or so, so I expect he has been reap
ing a rich harvest. Friends at home kindly sent 
me cuttings of the case, but I am at present 
unaware of the result.

Rodrigues Island
Although not strictly within the province of a 

South American Letter, I thought perhaps the 
following few details of the postal arrangements 
to and from this little island might be of interest. 
It is situated 370 miles from Mauritius, and is 
one of the few British places in the world at 
which steamers never call. In fact, most insur
ance companies will not allow steamers to even 
sight the island. The coral reefs are extremely 
dangerous, and during 19C6 there were only seven 
mails to the island, and the first vessel was 
wrecked. The boats stop calling from December 
to May on account of the severe storms. There 
are only twelve Europeans, and they consist of 
nine cable clerks, a doctor, a magistrate, and a 
parson. The magistrate sells the stamps and 
sorts the letters, and he may even deliver them, 
but this I  cannot vouch for ! A  letter I  sent to 
a correspondent took twenty days from Mauritius, 
on account of head winds and heavy seas all the 
way. The bulk of the population consists of 
Indians and Chinamen, and they support them
selves by catching and salting fish, which they 
send to Mauritius. The island used to be a 
favourite haunt for pirates, and a good deal of 
treasure is said to be buried there.

A . H . D a v is .
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Heu) Issues
B y  FRANK PHILLIPS

I should he most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concernino 
issues o f stamps, new or projected. // possible a specimen should be sent, which wit! be returned at once If
desired, together with stamp for postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number for each penny face value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FR A N K  PH ILLIP8, 391 S tra n d , L o n don . W.C.

A ustralian Com m onw ealth. —  Mr. H. \V.
Johnston very kindly sends us the following 
cutting from the Melbourne Age (22.10.07):—

“ Although the report of the Commonwealth 
Postage Stamp Committee has not yet been pre
sented to the Postmaster-General, the Minister 
has arrived at a pretty definite opinion upon one 
or two important matters connected with the 
subject of that body's deliberations. Whatever 
other features the future design of the stamp may 
include, Mr. Mauger maintains that it should 
embrace the King’s head. Competitive designs 
will, of course, be invited for the various de
nominations of stamps throughout the Common
wealth, but designers have fair warning that room 
must be found for the countenance of the reigning 
monarch. In the last Parliament the question of 
the appearance or non-appearance of the King’s 
head on the Federal stamp was the subject of 
several questions addressed to Ministers. It is 
understood that the committee will recommend 
that the Federal stamps be printed from direct 
etchings on steel plates, and that process blocks 
be not used. This will of necessity carry with 
it stamp printing in one centre.”

Austria.— D e r Deutsche Philatelist (20.11.07) 
notes the issue of the 72 h. without bars of shiny 
varnish, the figures of value being in white on 
ground of the same colour as the stamp. This 
value completes the set without shiny bars.

N »Iaii Psimtsiwwil. "*£:;■
o o m m .

£ . V. 'if C&omHa. ' 
l a i w r W f .

1901. Type-set provisionals. Signed in red ink.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
x c., black on blue . . .  —  —
2 c . „  y ello w . . .  —  —
5 c. „  p in k  . . .  —  —

i o c .  ,, d u ll green . —  —
20 c. „  w hite  . . .  —  —

We have received more of the provisionals 
chronicled in our issue of 20 July, but this time on 
papers of four fresh colours, i.c. orange, pink, 
buff, and yellowish white. In our issue of 20 July 
we noted a buff paper, but in the new Catalogue 
we called it flesh, as that term more correctly 
describes it. The buff we give now must not be 
confounded with that given previously. These 
provisionals are type-set, the design being different 
for each value, and the values themselves are 
inserted by hand in black. We illustrate only two 
of the values.

N o shiny bars.

72 b., lilac-rose

Per/. :a i, 13.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.

Barbacoas.— Messrs. Sinchez and Sanchez, 
of Cucuta, writing under the date of 18 October, 
send us a provisional that is entirely new to us. 
We illustrate the value we have received, and 
chronicle four more values on the authority of 
our correspondents. They inform us that these 
provisionals were in use in that “ town” (Bar- 
bacoas?) for a very few days in 1901, when the 
Army of Occupation (politely called the Army of 
Restoration by Messrs. S. and S.) was quartered 
there.

No hag esfcam 
pJilas. . 

Fa 0 6 * * * /  
El flomom*
±. O. ORTIZ

Ho titB attain*
$  1 ,0 0

tl n d m r. Corr 
f. O. ORTIZ.

Tyfe-set provisionals. Value in M S ., in blaek. Irnperf, 
On orange, p in k, buff, and yellowish white.

Unused. Used.

1 c. (001). black
2 c. (002)
5 c. (00$)

to e . (0.10)
2 0  C- ( 0 .2 0 )
50 c. (0.50)
$1.00 
$1.20 
$5-0°

Cayman Islands— Mr. J. N. Massucone 
informs us that he has received the 6d. and is. in 
the new colours on multiple, surfaced paper. The 
tablet of the 6d. is lined, and that of the is. 
white.
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CAYMAN ISUNOS

Wmk. M ultiple Crown C  A. Chalky paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
6d., olive and rose . . . .  —  —
is , violet and green . . .  —  —

C y p ru s.— T h e Deutsche Bricfm arken Zeitung
(16.11.07) chronicles the 5 p ar., yellow-brown 
and black, on m ultiple paper, but we have strong 
reasons to  believe th at this stamp is chronicled 
from a specimen copy. I t  is extraordinary how 
some foreign dealers are allowed to inspect these 
things.

Eritrea. —  E w c n s  W eekly Stam p N ew s
(2 3 .11.07 ) gaily chronicles a  “ 30 c. ‘ E xp resso ’ 
of Italy  overprinted with ‘ E ritre a ,’ ”  on th e 
authority o f  1/  Echo de la Timbrologie (1 5  11*07).

W e have searched our Catalogue and racked 
our brains (presumptive) for signs o f  a  “ 30  c. 
‘ Expresso’ o f Ita ly .'*  B u t having sought, and 
founc not, we have concluded that th is  stamp is 
intended for the 25 c . ,  chronicled in our issue o f  
23 N ovem ber!

Federated M a la y  S ta te s . — The Stamp 
Collector's Fortnightly  ( t6 . I I . 07 ) chronicles a 5 c .,  
multiple w aterm ark, on unsurfaced paper that we 
have not seen before, although we are afraid it 
found place in the Catalogue. Our contem porary 
has also been shown a 20  c. on m ultiple, surfaced 
paper.

Wmk. M ultiple Croivn C  A . Ordinary paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d,
5 c., green and carmine on yellotu —  —

Wmk. as above. Chalky paper.
20 c., lilac and black . . .  —  —

France.— We have received the 10 c. redrawn 
Semeuse type in a much brighter shade of red, 
and the 35 c. in a deeper shade of violet, and 
showing evidence of having been redrawn. The 
chief difference lies in the figures of value, which 
are appreciably thicker.

Redrawn. New shade. Per/. \ 4X13$.
unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d,
i o c ., scarlet . . 0 2  —

Redrawn. Figures 0/value thicker.
35 c., deep violet . . 0 5  —

Guatemala.— We have seen a copy of the 
50 c., showing a view of the Columbus theatre, 
in a brown, instead of red-brown shade.

Centre in f ir s t  colour. Per/. 14 to  13.
50 C., blue and brown . . . — —

Hong; Kong;. —  The Deutsche B riefniarken  
Zeitung (16.11.07) chronicles a 6 c., orange-red 
and deep violet, on multiple paper, but as it is 
undoubtedly chronicled from a specimen copy we 
shall not list it until we have heard that it has 
been actually issued.

Mexico.— A  short time ago a Bill was sub
mitted to Congress, and, we believe, was passed, 
authorizing the issue of a set of Postage Due 
stamps. Mr. S. Chapman was kind enough to 
lend us an official publication containing the text 
of the Bill, but it is too prolix for reproduction 
in our columns. Two chief reasons for the issue 
are mentioned, one being that the collection of 
money due will be simplified and peculation by 
the minor officials will l)e prevented, and the 
other licing that accountancy will be rendered 
much easier. These stamps will on no account be 
sold to the public in an unused condition.

In the same publication we find a notice con
cerning the reduction of the postal tariff in 
Mexico ; as the reductions for the foreign service, 
recommended by the International Postal Union, 
made it cheaper to send letters of a certain 
weight abroad than to other parts of the country. 
The tariff will now be 5 c. for 20 grams, or 
fraction thereof, for the interior, and 2 c. for 20 
grams for the urban district post.

It is recommended that all changes shall come 
into operation on 1 January, 1908.

Natal.— Mr. George Wade sends us a speci
men of the impression from a new obliterating 
stamp, which is being employed to cancel high- 
value stamps, used on certain Government docu
ments. It is in the form of a square, the sides of 
which measure 34 mm. Diagonal lines from all 
four corners do not run quite into the centre, but 
end on an oval, containing the date. Above the 
oval is the word r e v e n u e , and below, n a t a l . 
Our correspondent rightly thinks that if the word 
r e v e n u e  happened to escape the stamp, some 
collectors might accept such stamp as a postally 
used specimen. He observes that no postal 
obliterating stamps have diagonal lines.

New Zealand.— We have just noticed a 
printer’s error in our chronicle of 26 October. 
The 6d. stamp should have been described as 
perf. 14 x I I , not perf. 14.

1
i
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Nicaragua.— We have seen copies of the 
American print of the I, 2, and 5 pesos overprinted 
**£ — Dto. Z e l a y a in black, with the overprint 
inverted. These are not listed in the new Cata
logue, but the 1 p. will be No. 496 ,̂ the 2 p., 
No. 496c, and the 5 p., No. 496 .̂

B
Dto. Zelaya

American print, with black overprint, inverted.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
1 p., b l a c k .........................................—  —
2 p., g r e e n ......................................... —  —
5 p., v i o l e t ......................................... —  —

Still they come ! We are beginning to think 
that printer's ink is cheap in this country, but, on 
second thoughts, perhaps the revenue derived 
from the sale of these innumerable provisionals 
to collectors more than pays for the ink. Our 
New York house sends us copies of the 2 c., rose, 
Official stamp, surcharged v a l e  20 d , in black, 
the surcharge reading upwards. The two varieties 
of thick “ 0 ” and thin “ 0 ” are in evidence, as 
usual.

Vale 1 0 9
(«>

Vale 109
(*>

Official stamp, surcharged as above, reading upwards, in  I 
black. 1

(a) Thick  “  O ' ; (b) T h i n "  0 M.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
20 c. on 3 c. rose (a) . . .  —  —
20 c. on 2 c. ,, (/') . . —  —

marked. He tells us that they are nothing but 
printer’s waste, or trials, and wishes us to warn 
collectors not to purchase them. Unfortunately 
we have already inserted this stamp in the new 
Catalogue as No. 570<j. We must now ask col
lectors to delete it in view of the information 
given above.

Santander.— Monsieur Pierre Mahe sends us 
three more stamps of this Department. They 
appear to belong to the 1905 issue, but are new 
to us either as regards their colour, or the colour 
of the paper on which they are printed.

1905 issue. Imperf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
20 c., b l a c k ...................................—  —

1 p., black on yelloxv . . .  —  —
5 p., blue on yellow  . . .  —  —

S t r a i t s  S e t t le m e n ts .— E w eris  Weekly Stamp
News (1 6 .1 1 .0 7 ) reports the discovery o f a  minor 
variety o f th e red overprint, STRAITS— s e t t l e * 
MENTS— f o u r  c e n t s , on the t8  c. Labuan. 
T h e  variety consists o f  the omission o f the stop 
after c e n t s , and is to  be found on stam ps Nos. 8 
and 58  on th e sheet, proving that the overprinting 
o f  a  sheet was done in two operations. It is 
probable that only some few sheets were printed 
w ith the stop missing.

S w itz e r la n d .— W e now illustrate the two new 
stam ps described last week.

Portugal. —  We read in D e r Philatelist
(15.11.07) that a decree was published on 20 
September authorizing the issue of a new 80 reis 
stamp for both Portugal and Colonies. Neither | 
the date of issue nor the colours are mentioned, \ 
and although the Azores are not specifically cited, 
it is probable that the new issue will apply to 
them also.

Salvador.— In our issue of 2 Novemi>er we 
chronicled an imperforate variety of the 5 c., 
black and blue, with portrait of President 
Escaion. Mr. E. B. Power, manager of our New 
York house, now informs us that the entire set 
exists in this condition, being generally post

W e ste rn  A ustralia . —  We have received a 
supply of the 4d., brown, watermarked Crown 
and double*lined A, perf. 12}.

It'nth. Crown a n d P e r / .  12}.
unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d,
4d., brown . . . . .  o 6 *—

N.B.— Tht prices quoted above are those at which the stomps may be had from  
8tanley Gibbons, Ltd., 8 9 1  8trand, Louden, W.C.

Printed by W . Bxbndon  &  Son, L td ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, Loucon.Vv ,c .
14 December, 1907.
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Gibbons Stamp W eekly
E D I T E D  B Y  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D .

N o .  25
Whole No. 155

21 D E C E M B E R ,  1 9 0 7 V o l . V I .

Countries of the UJorid
By W .  P E R C Y  B A R N S D A L L

F i j i -  co n tin u ed .

W H E N  the British authorities took 
over the management of the islands 
on 10 October, 1874, the change was 

signalized philatelicallybythe postage stamps 
being overprinted “ V.R.” The surcharged 
issue of January, 1872, was then in use; 
but as money, weights, etc., had, on the 
annexation, to conform to British standards, 
the surcharged values, though not cancelled, 
were ignored officially and the stamps con
sidered to be of their original face value.

The overprints, applied locally, were of two 
types— Gothic capitals or Roman capitals—  
and the stamps are scarce, particularly the 
3d. The latter is probably so because it 
was in use but a short time, the value not 
being required, and its place being taken 
by a 2d., made by surcharging the 3d. with 
this value. When the stock of 3d. stamps 
gave out the 6d. was utilized for the sur
charging. Here, again, the stamps are rare, 
the black surcharges particularly so, but all 
are of great interest owing to various typo
graphical errors in the composition of the 
overprints aud surcharges.

V . R .

(Gothic.)

V.R.
(Roman.)

10 O ct., 1874. Surcharged issue o f  1872. 
Overprinted in  black.
W ith  “ V .R .” Gothic.

id. (2 c .) , blue . 
3d. (6  c.), g r e e n . 
6d. (12 c.), rose

W ith
id. (2 c.), blue 
3d. (6 c .), green  
6d. (12 c.), rose .

V .R

Unused. 
s. d.

300
90

Used.
s. d.
40 o 

240 o 
45 o

Roman.
—  60 o 

400 o —
— 60 o

2 d .

1875. The above stamps surcharged in  
black or red.

“ V .R .” Gothic.
Unused. 

s. d.

160 o

Used.
s. d.

160 O 
35 0 

200 o

200 o 
60 o

2d., in black, on 3d. (6 c.), green 
2d., in red, on M ,,  ,,
2d., in black, on 6d. (12 c.), rose 

“ V .R ."  Roman. 
2d., in black, on 3d. (6 c .), green 
2d., in red, on ,, ,, ,,
2d., in black, on 6d. (12 c.), rose

The old stock having been used up, new 
printings of the id., 3d., and 6d. were put on 
sale in January, 1876, from plates made from 
the old cliches and in the same colour as 
before, but this time on u m va te rm a rk e d w o v e  
paper. The 3d., being no longer required, 
was surcharged “ Two Pence * in words, and 
all three values were overprinted “ V.R.” in 
black, this time in ornamental script capitals. 
The printing, overprinting, and surcharging 
were all done at the New South Wales 
Government works in Sydney,and the stamps, 
as before, were perf. 12k In 1877 there was 
a similar issue but on la id  paper.

Two 8ena

1876-7. Types as in  1871. Overprinted “ V .R .” 
as above {the 3d. surcharged “ Tw o P e n ce” 

in  addition) in  b lack. Perf. 12^.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. 4. d .
id ., ultramarine . . . 4 0  —
2d. on 3d., green  . . 7 6  15 o
6d ., rose . . . . 4  o 6  o

A  fourpenny value being required, stamps 
of this denomination were issued in April, 
1878, made by surcharging a special print
ing of the 3d. from the old plate in a new 
colour, again at Sydney. The paper was 
the la id  variety.

April, 1878. Surcharged and overprinted 
sim ilarly to the last issue.

Unused. Used.
/. d. s. d.

.  . 4 0  —4d. on 3d., mauve
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In  1879 the authorities did away with the 
necessity for overprinting by having the 
“  C.R.” replaced by “ V.R.” This was done 
by drilling out portions of the wooden cliches, 
inserting plugs, and then taking electrotypes 
for making up a new plate. Many were the 
changes rung upon these old dies from time 
to time, and they provide a most curious and 
interesting study. The td. was not subject 
to much alteration, the 6d. continued un
changed (with the exception of one sur
charging) until the introduction of the King’s 
Head type, but the 3d. had many vicissitudes. 
First of all it appeared surcharged “ Two 
pence,” then it was altered in face value 
to 2d. As 2d. it was printed in a special 
colour and surcharged “ Four pence,” later in 
its normal colour it was surcharged “ 2id.,” 
and finally was altered in facial value to 4d. 
The id. in its normal colour was surcharged 
“ id.,” in a special printing was surcharged 
“ Four pence,” and ended by being converted 
into a facial value of “2id.” The perfora
tions from this date become rather compli
cated, several machines having been used, 
and for the purposes of this article it will be 
sufficient to label the various issues “ p e r/."  
The study of these perforations, however, is 
well worth an effort, and a representative lot 
can be obtained for a reasonable outlay.

In 1882 two higher values (is. and 5s.) 
were introduced, both bearing a profile por
trait of Queen Victoria and being printed at 
Sydney on unwatermarked wove paper.

1879-90. Perf.
“ V .R ."  engraved. The surcharges, in  wordsas

before, in  black.
Unused. 

s. *L
Used. 
s. d.

id .,  u ltram arine. . 1 0 1 6
2d. on 3d ., g reen 1 0 4 O
2d ., green . . 0 6 0  6
4d . on id ., lilac . . 6 0 —
4d. on 2d. „  . . e 0 5 0
6d ., rose . l 6 —

Centre o f  5s. in fir s t  colour.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. »/.
i s .,  brown*. . . . 2 0  3 0
5s., red and black . . 10 o 1 0 0

The 4d., being then the single rate for 
foreign letters, was much in demand, and the 
value, which, as stated above, was produced 
from the old 3d., was issued about the middle 
of 1891. It is clearly seen that it was made 
by substituting “ Four" for “ Three” in a 
transfer from the die of the 3d.

1891. Perf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
4d ., mauve (shades) . . 1 0  2 0

Having joined the Postal Union in 1890, 
two new values were required, Ad. and 2jd., 
and previously to the supplies of these de
nominations, recourse was had to provision
als. It will be convenient to deal at the 
same time with the double foreign rate, jd., 
as provisionals of this value were also issued. 
The |d. was made by surcharging the id. in 
figures, the 2Ad. by a similar surcharge on 
the 2d., and the jd. first of all by a surcharge 
on the 4d. in figures, and later by a surcharge 
in words on the 6d. The dates of issue 
and quantities of these provisionals are given 
in brackets.

1890-2. Surcharged in  black.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
Ad. on id ., ultram arine ( i  M ar.,

18 9 2 ; 4984) . . . . 7 6
2$d. on 2d., green  (31 D ec ., 1890;

10 ,000) . . . . . 5 0  5 0
3d. on 4d .t mauve (25 Ju ly , 1892;

5 0 0 0 ) ..........................................12 o —
3d. on 6 d ., rose (N ov.-'D ec., 1892;

6 9 4 0 )............................................................ 7 6  —
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At various dates between 1891 and 1893 
the new values of $d , 2id., and 3d. were 
issued, as were also the id. and 2d. in a new 
design. This was the same as for the 5d., 
and was designed by the Suva postmaster. 
It shows a view of Fijians in a native canoe 
and a rising sun in the background, the whole 
emblematic of “ the progress of the young 
colony.” The label containing the inscription 
is so overhung by the branches of a palm tree 
that the word F IJI is almost hidden. Thejd. 
is apparently from a new design, though 
somewhat similar in appearance to the older 
stamp. The 2^d., as stated before, was 
adapted from tire id.

1891-3. P * r f‘
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
Ad., g r e y .  . . . 0 9 0 9
id .,  b la ck  . . . 0 6 0 6
2 d ., g re e n  . . . 1 0 0 3

2Ad., b row n  . . . 0 6 —
5d., u ltram a rin e . . 1 0 1 0

The colours of some of the above were 
changed, viz. as follows :— •

1896-1900. Colours changed.
Unused. Used.

£d., greenish black (1900)
s.
0

d.
1

j . d. 
0 1

id., lilac-rose (1896) . 0 3 0 2
2d., emerald-green (1898) 0 6 0  3

This completes the issues printed at 
Sydney, but before listing the De La Rue 
stamps it may be interesting to mention 
the make-up of the sheets of the above. 
The panes each contained fifty stamps in
stead of the usual sixty. In the id., id., 2d., 
and 5d. values there were two panes, each 
with five rows of ten stamps, one above the 
other ; in the 2$d. the sheets contain 100 
stamps in ten rows of ten, all close together;

whilst in the 4d. and 6d. a sheet is divided 
into two panes side by side, each containing 
ten rows of five.

The King’s Head stamps were issued 
1 February, 1903, and are in the well-known 
adaptable design of Messrs. De La Rue and 
Co., with the usual wmk. and perf. The 2d., 
4d., 6d.. and 5s. have the uncoloured tablet 
of value.

Feb .,

id .
Id.
2d.

2 id .

4d.
5d -
6d.
I S . ,

5s.

1903. Name and value in second colour, 
Wmk, Crown C A , Perf, 14.

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d,

, green  . . . 0 2  0 2
, purple and black on red

„  orange . o
, ,  blue on blue o
,, mauve . o
„  black . . o
,, g re e n . . o
, ,  carm ine . o

green and carm ine . 1
„  black . . 6

grey-black and ultra- 
marine . . . 25

3 °  3
4 —
5 —
6 —
7 —
8 —
4 —
6  —

The only values of the above that so far 
have appeared with multiple wmk. are the 
id. and id. The latter now comes printed 
in a uniform colour, and it is reasonable to 
suppose that the 2id. will ere long follow 
suit.

1904-6. M ultiple wmk. Unsurfaced paper. 
Unused Used* 

s. d. s. d,
id . ,  green  . . . . 0 1  —
id ., purple and black on red 0 4  0 2
id ., red . . . . 0 2  —

{To te continued.)

TH E  YOUNG 
C O LLE C TO R 'S R A C K E T

N o. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended 
as the cheapest collection o f 500 different Stamps 
ever offered—the Stamps could not be bought 
separately for three times the marvellously low 
price at which it is now offered. T he Stamps, e tc ., 
are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. 
T he best 500 varieties in the trade.

4s. id ., post-free.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W .C.

P L E A S E  N O T E

The Prices quoted In the foregoing a rtic le  are taken from  our publishers* la test S to c k  Hooks, and are, 
therefore, the P rices at w hich S ta n ley  G ibb on s, L td ,, W ill have pleasure in sappiping onp o f  the  
stemps that map be needed bp anp o f  our readers.
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Topical Dotes
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS
A Faked Collection

A S H O R T  time back my firm had a small 
collection offered for sale at the price 

'  of £.200 which was stated to have been 
sent over from Sydney. 1 wonder if any of i 
my readers in that city will recognize it from i 
the following description. At first glance it I 
looked cheap at /’zoo, but on a careful 
examination, practically every stamp that 
would have been of value turned out to be 
“ a wrong un ” in some way.

The collection was in a small Oppen’s 
album and contained practically no stamps of 
any account, except the Australians. In  New 
South Wales, there were three 2d. Sydneys. 
They looked very nice unused, but all were 
cleaned, and at least one had margins added. 
There was also a Laureated 8d., bright 
orange, unused; I considered this to be a 
doctored reprint.

In New Zealand, there was what would be 
a great rarity if fine— the 2d., vermilion, 
wmk. Lozenges, apparently unused, but 
certainly cleaned and spoilt. There were 
also forged roulettes on the no water
marked, and forged serrated perf. on the 
Star issue.

In Queensland, a number of cleaned 
stamps in the early issues.

In Tasmania, a beautiful unused id., blue, 
first issue. Alas ! it appeared “ doctored ” all 
round, and had new “ hedges” to hide the 
inner field 1

In Victoria, the id., vermilion, first issue, 
a reprint with the word r e pr in t  cleverly 
removed.

I think it right to warn collectors against 
this lot as the work is really well done, and 
many stamps might deceive even a good 
judge of Australians.

South American Letter 
I w ould  like to draw special attention to the 
very interesting letter from Mr. A. H. Davis, 
of Montevideo, published in the last number 
of our paper. This is just what I want, 
really newsy letters from every part of the 
world, so that I can keep my readers fully 
up-to-date with interesting news from every 
country. To  my readers who reside in 
foreign countries I appeal to send me as 
often as possible short or long letters on 
subjects of interest to stamp men in all parts 
of the world. The remuneration we pay for 
these letters is fifteen shillings per page of 
the W eekly.

S tam p  A rticles W an ted
1 SHALL also be glad to receive articles on 
any branch of Philately that has not been too 
much written up. Such articles must be 
accurate in their facts, as that is an essential 
feature to secure admission to our pages. 
Remuneration paid is the same as for letters.

T o  S e cre ta rie s  o f  P hila telic  S o c ie tie s
I should  be much obliged if secretaries 
who send in reports of their meetings would 
condense same as much as possible, and only 
insert such matter as may be of general 
interest. I am constantly receiving long 
reports, containing what is practically a 
short synopsis of our Catalogue. “ It may be 
interesting to know that Great Britain first 
issued stamps in May, 1840,” and then to have 
the dates, etc., given of the different varieties 
as they were issued ; but collectors know all 
this, and 1 do not want to fill up my space 
with what is common knowledge given in all 
catalogues.

N ew  S to c k  B o o k s
No. 50. N e w fo u n d la n d \ N o v a  Scot la , N e w

B ru n s w ic k , a n d  B r i t is h  C o lum bia . £ 7 12. 
T his book is not strong in the rarities, as 
our stock of the finest stamps in this group 
is in special collections which have not yet 
been amalgamated with the general stock. 
In the N e w fo u n d la n d  there are a few good 
things, such as 6d., carmine, unused, and two 
used, some scarce bisections on letters, and 
a fine lot of the general issues, including a 
number of good blocks of four.

In  N e w  B ru n s w ic k , there arc several of 
the is., used, and a great rarity is a com
bination of half of is. and half of 3d. used 
together on part of original envelope to 
make up the 7^d. rate. This is probably 
the rarest bisection of North America, al
though some of the bisected Prince Edward’s 
Islands may be really as scarce, yet they do 
not command so high a price. There is also 
the 5 c., brown, “ Connell,” the printing of 
which lost Postmaster Connell his billet.

In N o v a  Scotia , the feature is certainly a 
number of bisections used on whole letters, 
both in the “ pence” and “ cents” issues. 
W an ted  to  P u rch ase

N e w fo u n d la n d .

U n u s e d . N cs. 3 , 5, 13, 17a, 20, 23, 25, 27, 31, 
33« , 35> 4 i .  4 4 , 45. 4 7 , 4 8 ,49 . 59, «9- 

U s e d . N os. 25, 27, 3 1 , 37, 64, 67, 69. Any 
e x t r a  f i n e  carm ine or orange pence 
issues.
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N ew  Brunsw ick,
Unused. Nos. 5, 7, 11, 12, 14.
Used. Nos. 1, 7, 14.

N ova Scotia.
Unused. Nos. I, 2, 14, 18, 23.
Used. Nos. 1, 2, 7, 23.

No. 126. N e w  S o u th  W a le s  (V o l . I). ^2542.
This is an exceptionally fine— in fact, I 

consider it the best book of the early New 
South Wales that 1 have priced for some
years. Bi>i8 — ----- 6unou

The “ Sydneys ” and “ Laurcated ” are 
especially strong, and among them there 
will be found some superb shades, pairs, and 
strips. Most of these stamps have their 
position on the plates noted below each 
stamp, thus facilitating examination of the 
books by those who plate the different 
issues.

There are twelve Sydneys unused, and the 
following used :—

id., red . . 76
2d., blue . . 1 5 9
3d., green . . 57

Airong the “ Laureated ” stamps there are 
the following used :—

6d., brown . 75 (including six w a l l s) 
8d., orange . 15

This volume contains up to No. 221 in our 
Catalogue, and the later issues are all well 
represented by unused and used stamps in 
selected shades.

W anted to  P u r c h a s e
Unused. High prices for any fine old issues.

Fine copies of rare varieties of per
foration and watermark in issues
1863-85.

Used. Any “ Sydneys” in superb condition 
only. Nos. 75, 76, 84, 88, 89, 92, 
toi to 107, h i , 112, 114, 121,130 
to 134, 137. >38, 144, 149 to 157, 
169, 170, 183, 184, 194 to 203.

“ The Postage and Telegraph Stamps 
of British India"

I HAVE had much pleasure this week in 
receiving an order from the Director-General 
of the Post Office of India for tw e lv e  copies 
of our recent publication. These books are 
to be strongly bound in red, and are no 
doubt intended for the use of the higher 
officials throughout the Indian postal service.

This book is selling very well indeed, and 
I anticipate that in less than twelve months 
from now it will be at a considerable pre
mium.

Letter takes Forty-seven Years 
on a Journey

IN the early days of the Second Empire a 
village girl named Addle le Baron 'came to 
Paris, where she was engaged as a servant

girl. At Christmas she was unable to return 
to her home in the depths of the provinces, 
and so her mother sent her a note of good 
wishes and remembrance for the New Year. 
It was the New Year of i860. Times were 
busy, and what with one thing and another 
the letter was not posted until 10 January. 
Mile. Adcle le Baron has not yet received 
the letter ; it was only delivered a few weeks 
ago— 21 October— and one does not remain 
bonne d to u t f a ir e  for forty-seven years in 
the same house. The letter now lies in a 
museum founded to demonstrate the alacrity 
with which the French Post Office does its 
duties.

It bears a blue stamp showing the effigy of 
Louis Napoleon— the blue has faded with 
time. There are also two postmarks, “ Jan
uary to, i860,” and “ October 21, 1907”—  
silently eloquent. Thanks to the safe-keeping 
of the Post Office officials, the stamp has 
slightly increased in value from a philatelist’s 
point of view.— E v e n in g  S ta n d a rd (19.11.07).

1
! “ The Stamps of Bremen,” 

by Georges Brunei
I h a v e  received a copy of this little pamph
let in French, twenty-three pages in all, well 
written and illustrated.

M. Brunei draws attention to the number 
of forgeries in the Bremen stamps, and gives 
a list of all the so-called secret marks by 
which the authentic stamps can be recog
nized. This work has, however, already 
been thoroughly done by the Rev. R. B. 
Earde in A lb u m  Weeds.

This pamphlet is published by M. Charles 
Mendel, i i 8!>!5 rue d’Assas, Paris. Price, 
post-free, 1 fr. 25 c. M. Brunei announces 
similar useful pamphlets on the stamps of 
many European countries.

Glendiniog’s Auction
M e s s r s . G l e n d in in g  & Co. had a good 
attendance at their sale on 26 and 27 
November, held at their Galleries, 7 Argyll 
Street, Regent Street, London, \V. The 
following are a few of the lots sold :—

h  S . d .

Denmark. April,1851,2r.b.s.,blue,mint 3 5 0  
n. 1841, id., red, imperf.,

block of 30 . . 10 o o
1858, Large Cr., perf.

16, id., rose-red, 
mint, block of 4 . 7 0 0

1867, 6d., violet, pi. 9,
pane 20, mint . . 1 1 0 0

1871, Is., green, pi. 5, 
pane 20, mint. . 12 o o 

. 1861, 8d., brown, used 4 1 2 6
. 1877, 6d., blue on blue,

surcharge inverted,
Gibbons’ No. 209, 
used . . . 42 to

. 1882, 6d., stone, C A . 4 4
Etc. etc. etc.

Great Britai

Ceylon
Transvaal

Tobago
o

o
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Forthcoming Sales
1 H E A R  that Glendinings have secured 
some fine collections and great rarities for 
their January and February, 1908, Sales. 
Among the collections are those of Mr.
P. J. Lloyd, of Bristol; Mr. H. Mercer, who 
is leaving town to take up business in the 
extreme south of South America ; and the 
late Deputy Postmaster-General of Victoria. 
A  fine treat is in store for lovers of really fine 
stamps in At condition.

Death of Arthur Maury
It is with the deepest regret that I have to 
announce the death on the tst instant of 
Monsieur Arthur Maury. M. Maury was 
only in his sixty-fourth year, but had been 
one of the leading stamp dealers in Paris foi 
between thirty and forty years. H is house 
on the Boulevard Montmartre was well 
known to all collectors who visited Paris. 
He conducted his business very much on 
the lines adopted by Mr. Stanley Gibbons. 
He was a great believer in publications, and 
had for over a quarter of a century the chief

French wholesale and retail business in 
stamp albums and publications generally. 
I think that M. Maury did more to popular
ize stamp collecting than any other French
man.

In addition to his many works dealing 
with Philately, M. Maury was a great student 
of and writer on various subjects, and only a 
few months ago Major Evans reviewed one 
of his works in the M o n th ly  J o u r n a l.

M. Maury was “ Officier de l’Instruction 
Public,” and also “ Officier du Nicham If- 
tickhar,” and was on many occasions con
sulted by the French Postal Authorities on 
matters appertaining to stamps.

French Philately has lost one of its lead- 
ing lights, and one whose place it will be 
difficult to fill.

M. Maury has left two sons in his business, 
and also his brother-in-law, M. Georges 
Verrier, who will, no doubt, carry on the 
business as hitherto, as the late M. Maury 
had not taken an active part in his firm for 
some ten years or more.

Tw entieth Century Colonials
f l  G u i d e  to  th e  P o s t a l  A d h e s i v e s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  

I s s u e d  d u r i n g  th e  f i r s t  S i x  Y e a r s  o f  th e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y

( H a n u a r y ,  1 0 0 1 - D u n e ,  1 9 0 7 ) 

W r i t t e n  a n d  C o m p i l e d  b v  D . B. 

G re a t B r ita in  —continued

O f f i c i a l  Issues— c o n t i n u e d  

Office of W o rk s
Office of Works (or Commissioners 
of Works and Public Buildings) 
was incorporated in the year 1832 

in order to take over the control of certain 
duties previously performed by the Depart
ment of Woods and Forests. The principal 
function performed by this Department is the 
upkeep and maintenance of all the Govern
ment and public buildings,monuments,parks, 
etc. The head office is at Storey’s Gate, Lon
don, S.W.,with assistant surveyors stationed 
at Bristol, Leeds, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liver
pool, Birmingham, and Southampton, whilst 
an official of the Department forms one of the 
staff of all the principal British Embassies 
abroad, whose duty it is to see that buildings 
which are the property of the British Govern
ment are kept in a proper state of repair.

Special stamps for the use of H.M. Office 
of Works were issued in August, 1895, and 
were perforated with the initials h m o w  in 
two lines; surcharging was not resorted to 
for these stamps until March of the following 
year.

A R M S T R O N G

( C O P Y R IG H T  R E S E R V E D .)

In November, 1901, a fresh supply of 
|d. stamps bearing the head of the late 
Queen Victoria, and printed in blue-green, 
was surcharged O .w . O F F IC IA L  in compliance 
with a requisition received from this Depart
ment, and issued on the 5th of that month, 
a total of twenty-five sheets, or 6000 stamps, 
being overprinted. Early in 1902, two new 
values were added to the stamps already 
surcharged for the use of this Department, 
viz. jd. and lod., for use upon foreign corre
spondence. Twelve thousand copies of the 
former were surcharged, whilst of the latter 
only 800 stamps were issued. Of these num
bers only 949 of the 3d. value and 480 of the 
iod. were actually used, the remainder being 
destroyed.

1901-2.

Regular issues of 1887 and 1900. Overprinted
o .w .  O FFIC IA L in  tail, th in  sans-serif tapitats, 
in  two lines, in  black.

Jd., blue-green (issued November 5th, 1901).
5d., lilac and ultramarine (issued April 29th, 1902). 
rod., purple and scarlet (issued May 28th, 1902).
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During 1902-3 five values of the newly 
issued King’s Head series appeared over
printed as before. In this series a stamp of 
the value of 2^d. was substituted for the 5d. 
formerly in use, and a new 2d. denomination 
added for the prepayment of registered 
letters. Of the iod. value of this series only 
240 copies were supplied to the Department, 
out of which only 134 were used, the re
mainder being returned for destruction along 
with those of the other values in May, 1904. 
With regard to the 2d. value of this series an 
interesting little anecdote is related by Mr. 
Bernstein in No. 3 of the P h ila te lic  R ecord  
Handbooks, in which he says: “ A  circular 
with an official appearance was sent from 
the head-quarters to all provincial Officers 
of Works directing that all these stamps 
were to be returned to a certain high official 
in London. The fact that these used stamps 
appeared in big quantities in the Strand 
afterwards shows that the circular was not 
by any means official.”

1902-3.
Regular K in g ’s H ead series o f  1902. Surcharged 

as before, in  two lines, in  black.
Jd., blue-green (issued February nth, 1902). 
id., scarlet (issued February nth, 1902).
2d., green and scarlet (issued April 29th, 1902). 
2jd., ultramarine (issued April 28th, 1902). 
iod., purple and scarlet (issued May 28th, 1903).

Army
These stamps, as their title denotes, were 

issued specially for use upon official military 
correspondence, and were employed princi
pally by the Paymasters’ Departments of the 
various garrison towns throughout the British 
Isles. Here, again, the use of these stamps 
was much abused, officers and clerks either 
selling or making presents of the surcharged 
stamps, and replacing them by ordinary 
stamps of equivalent face value. So frequent 
did this offence become that it was made the 
subject of a special Army Order issued by 
the Commander-in-Chief of the British Army 
in May, 1902, of which the following is an 
extract: “ It has been brought to the notice 
of the Commander-in-Chief that the Army 
Official postage stamps, issued for use in the 
offices of the several military districts, are, 
in some cases, sold to stamp dealers at a 
profit by those in charge of them, who, it is 
presumed, then replace these stamps by 
ordinary ones. Earl Roberts regards this 
practice as wholly irregular and most objec
tionable, and has instructed the General 
Officers Command ng to take such steps as 
may appear most advisable for its pre
vention.”

It is interesting to note that the stamps 
overprinted for the use of the Military 
Authorities contain the most errors and 
varieties of any of the British Official issues.

These are, however, for the most part of 
too minor a type to warrant my listing them 
here, consisting principally of broken or mis
placed letters.

The first Army Official stamps were issued 
in September, 1896.

As in the case of all other Government 
Departments, correspondence to and from 
the head office, which was in this case the 
W ar Office in London, travelled free.

Early in October, 1901, it was found 
necessary to issue a stamp of the denomina
tion of 6d. for the use of the Military Authori
ties, and the new King’s Head series not 
being then ready for issue, a supply of that 
value of the old Queen’s Head Jubilee series 
of 1887 was issued with the overprint a r m y  
o f f i c i a l  on 7 November of that year.

1901.

Regular issue of 1887. Overprinted A R M Y  O F F I
C IA L  in  ta ll, th in  sans-serif capitals, in  black. 

6d., purple on rose-red (issued Nov. 7th, 1901).

Three values of the new King’s Head 
series were surcharged a r m  Y O F F I C l A L for the 
use of the Military Authorities in the follow
ing year, the 2id. value previously included 
being omitted.

1902.

R egular K in g ’s H ead series o f 1902. Overprinted 
A R M Y  O F F IC IA L  as above, in  two lines, in  black.

$d., blue-green (issued February nth, 1902).
id., scarlet (issued February nth, 1902).
6d., purple (issued August 23rd, 1902).

Variety.

This series contains only one variety of 
any real importance, though instances of 
broken letters, etc., are numerous.

A  fresh electrotype plate was prepared for 
the overprinting of these stamps in April, 
1903, the type of surcharge being much 
thicker than in the original overprint, and 
from this plate some two thousand sheets of 
6d. stamps were surcharged and issued in 
September of the same year. O f the stamps 
surcharged very few were actually made use 
of by the Department, the majority being 
returned for destruction along with the re
mainders of the other values in May, 1904.

It was probably the intention to use this 
plate for the overprinting of all future 
supplies of Army Official stamps, but the 
withdrawal of all Official stamps from circu
lation in the following spring prevented this 
being done.

Thick surcharge.

6d., purple.

(T o  be continued.)
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B ritish Stam ps used Jlbnoad
B y I. J .  B E R N S T E I N  a n d  C H A S .  

G R O U P  IV

T H IS  group is one of the most im
portant and interesting, comprising 
as it does forty of the principal towns 

on the east, west, and north coasts of South 
America, and some of the foreign West Indies.

It covers a period (1860-82) when the 
trade of Great Britain in that quarter was 
far and away ahead of that of any other 
nation, and the manner in which the British 
Post Office provided facilities, in places 
where they did not exist, for the correspon
dence which follows trade is decidedly to 
its credit. Prepayment to and from this 
part of the world has always been compul
sory, owing, no doubt, to the fact that no 
treaties then existed for the interchange of 
mails. Even in those countries already then 
issuing stamps the absence of those conven
tions made their stamps only available for 
local and internal purposes. Hence, on a 
letter from the United Kingdom, if addressed 
to an inland town, the local postage from the 
seaport was charged on delivery; and vice 
versa, native stamps were used to carry 
letters to the nearest seaport, where British 
stamps were affixed to carry them to their 
destination.

Prior to the use of stamps letters could be 
sent through the Consul and prepaid in cash, 
and the Pacific Steam Navigation Co. also 
provided a service, mainly from port to port.

The successful experiment of a post office, 
properly equipped with stamps and oblitera- 
tors, etc., in Malta and Gibraltar, led to the 
abolition of the old-fashioned system of cash 
payment and its accompanying complicated 
accounts in such places where postal facilities 
were wanted and the local authorities would 
or could not supply them. The use of stamps 
was made at dates as required between i860 
and 1873, and the offices were closed on 
the country in which they were situated 
entering into agreements for the exchange 
of mail matter, which date is in most cases 
coincident with their entry into the Univer
sal Postal Union. A s  is but natural, a large 
variety of shapes and sizes in the obliterators 
were used during the twenty years or so these 
offices existed ; they followed, in fact, the 
changes made in the United Kingdom. In  
some cases an obliterator only was used, in 
others a combined date stamp and oblitera
tor. In  one or two instances (Greytown, 
Nicaragua, Arica, Chili) the date stamp 
alone was sometimes used. Of course, 
where the date stamp is used in conjunction

N I S S E N

with the obliterator on a pair of stamps, one 
of them will receive the date stamp and when 
detached from its neighbour might lead one 
to believe that a date stamp alone had been 
used ; but beyond the places named it is 
doubtful if this ever occurred. Buenos Ayres 
alone used the small obliterator exactly the 
same design as the West Indies. Offices 
established later used a similar design but of 
a larger size. Later on still the upright oval 
much larger again was used; sometimes ithad 
three bars at top and bottom, sometimes four.

At La Guayra, Venezuela, before the use 
of postage stamps for prepayment of letters 
by the British Post Office, a large oval, with 
the inscription “ Paid at La Guayra ” sur
rounding a Crown, was used (possibly at 
other places too), and this postmark has been 
found on the is., plate 4, Emblems.

France also had post offices at Buenos 
Ayres and La Guayra, but the amount of 
correspondence passing through was infini
tesimal compared with that of the British 
Post Office.

The rate of postage varied from 1 s. to 2s. 6d. 
the half-ounce for letters. In most cases it 
was is., hence this value is the one most 
frequently found. One finds occasionally a 
most curious combination, viz. is. and 1 id. 
There is no possible postage rate to occasion 
such a charge, and the explanation of this 
combination is probably found in what is 
known as the “ captain’s gratuity.”

Up  to 1875 a letter, if correctly prepaid 
with British stamps, could be sent by any 
British boat, even though not a mail steamer, 
on payment to the captain of a gratuity of 
id. per letter. In  1875 this gratuity was raised 
to 1 Jd. per letter. This was paid in cash by 
the sender, but in 1879 some arrangement 
must have been made by the Post Office for 
paying this gratuity, as we find after this date 
the ijd. paid by means of stamps. Naturally 
it was only the outlying places where the 
regular mail was infrequent that availed 
themselves of this privilege, and it enabled 
them, probably by means of a coasting 
steamer, to catch a mail at such centres as 
S t  Thomas, Panama, etc.

As the writers are of opinion that these 
British stamps should certainly form part of 
a specialist’s collection of the countries 
where they were situated, the grouping fol
lowed will depart from the rotation in which 
the offices were opened, but will put all 
offices in any particular country together.

( 7# bi coniintttd.)
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Pontnaits on Stam ps
By B O S W E L L  J U N I O R

United States of A m erica — c o n t in u e d

James Abram Garfield, twentieth President 
of the United States, was bom in Orange, 

Cuyahoga County, Ohio, on 
19 November, 1831. On his 
father’s side he was of Puri
tan descent. H is mother, 
Eliza Ballon, was descended 
from a Huguenot family 
which fled from France to 
New England after the re
vocation of the Edict of 
Nantes in 1685.

Garfield’s early life was one of struggle 
and privation. The log cabin in which he was 
bom was situated in what was then known 
as “ the Wilderness.” H is father died early, 
leaving a widow with four small children, of 
whom James was the youngest. He learned 
to read in the log-hut school of the frontier. 
At ten years of age he worked at home or 
on the farms of the neighbours. In winter 
he returned to school, and gathered a fair 
acquaintance with the principles of arith
metic and grammar. A  desire for adventure 
led him to go to Cleveland, where he pro
posed to ship as a sailor on board a lake 
schooner. A  glance showed him that the 
life was not what he had imagined. He there
fore found employment in driving for a boat 
on the Ohio Canal. This was in 1848. A  
course of higher education at Chester, Ohio, 
was combined with harvesting, carpentry, 
and anything whereby he could obtain the 
money necessary for his education.

At Chester he met M iss Lucretia Rudolph, 
his future wife.

Picture a splendid specimen of vigorous 
young manhood working hard, studying 
hard, ready for any emergency, even that of 
thrashing a bully in a stand-up fight, and 
then you have James Garfield at the age of 
twenty-one. He now went on to the Hiram 
Eclectic Institute, where he learned Latin 
and mathematics. After three years he 
decided to enter Williams College, and 
duly graduated with the highest honours in 
the class of 1856. His perseverance, industry, 
courage, and conscientiousness now began 
to make their influence felt. In the next six 
years he was a college president, a state 
senator, a major-general, and a representa
tive-elect to Congress. The war broke out. 
Garfield, who had been farmer, carpenter, 
student, teacher, lawyer, preacher, and legis
lator, was now to prove himself a most 
efficient soldier. In 1861 he was commis
sioned lieutenant-colonel in the 42nd Regi

ment of Ohio Volunteers. Within six 
months he was given a brigade, and the 
difficult task of driving the Confederates out 
of Eastern Kentucky was assigned to him. 
Garfield accomplished his task, and was 
promptly made a brigadier-general. His 
gallantry at Chickamauga, in riding across a 
fire-swept zone to carry the news of the defeat 
of the right to General Thomas, who com
manded the left, led to his being made a 
major-general in September, 1863. This 
closed his military career. The army held 
out great attractions. He might have com
manded a division, but yielding to the repre
sentations of President Lincoln, he resigned 
his commission and hastened to take his seat 
in Congress at Washington.

He was now thirty-two years of age. 
Until the close of the war he was a promi
nent member of the Committee on Mili
tary Affairs. In 1865 he became a mem
ber of the Ways and Means Committee, 
because he wished to have a hand in the 
solution of financial questions. After some 
twelve years’ service on various financial 
committees he became the undisputed leader 
of the Republican party in the House. In 
November, 1880, he was elected to the 
Presidency. His administration began with 
only one cloud on the political horizon. It 
was a question of nomination to public 
offices. The President would not allow 
his right of nomination to be interfered 
with or controlled in any way. The New 
York senators would have it otherwise. 
They wished to have a voice in the matter, 
but they were defeated. Garfield’s term of 
office seemed destined to be one of peace 
and happiness, when, on the morning of 2 
July, 1881, he was shot by a disappointed 
office-seeker. The avowed object was to 
promote Vice-President Arthur to the presi
dential chair. Garfield was setting out on a 
trip to New England. As he passed through 
the waiting-room of the Baltimore and 
Potomac Depot, the assassin fired at him 
with a pistol. The first ball passed through 
his coat-sleeve ; the second entered by the 
back, fractured a rib, and lodged deep in 
the body. Carried to the White House, he 
lingered for more than ten weeks between 
life and death. A  day of national supplica
tion was set apart and sacredly observed. 
On 6 September, 1881, he was taken by 
special train to Elberon, New Jersey. The 
sea breezes seemed to revive him somewhat, 
but symptoms of blood-poisoning appeared.
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He passed to his rest on 19 September. 
The body was taken to Washington, where 
it lay in state for two days. The funeral 
took place at Cleveland, in a beautiful ceme
tery which overlooks the waters of Lake 
Erie. After his death a popular subscrip
tion of over 360,000 dollars was raised for 
his widow and children.

The tribute of a friend is a fitting close to 
this brief memoir of a great man. “ Among 
the public men of his era, none had higher 
qualities of statesmanship and greater cul
ture than James A. Garfield.”

The $tam p$ of Papua
l i l i t b  E s p e c ia l  R e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  v a r i o u s  T y p e s  o f  P o s t m a r k

B y  D. C. G.

PA P U A , or New Guinea, one of the 
largest islands in the world, has a total 
area of about 306,000 square miles. 

The north-west portion belongs to Hol
land, and the eastern part to Germany, 
while the south and south-eastern districts 
comprise the late colony of British New 
Guinea, which, under the designation of 
“ Papua,” now forms part of the Australian 
Commonwealth.

The territory of Papua is about 90,000 
square miles in extent, or roughly half as 
large again as England. The population is 
small, being probably not more than 150,000. 
The chief article of export is beche-de-mer ; 
but copra, gum, rubber, gold, and sandal
wood are also exported. Alluvial gold has 
been found, but reef mining has not yet 
been carried on to any extent. The pro
ducts, however, on which the future develop
ment of the territory depends, are said to be 
copra, rubber, and coffee, with the possible 
addition of sugar and tobacco.

The while population consists at the 
present time of Government officials, miners, 
missionaries, storekeepers, traders, labour 
recruiters, and planters.

Port Moresby, the capital, has a total 
population of about 1500 inhabitants.

The territory was at first taken over by 
the British Government as a protectorate, 
and managed by a special commissioner. 
In  1888 it was constituted a Crown Colony 
under the title of British New Guinea, while 
in 1906 it became part of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, and at the same time altered 
its name to Papua.

It may be thought that specialism in the 
case of the stamps of a country like Papua 
is impossible. However, a good deal can 
be done with the used stamps, even though 
the stamps in an unused condition present 
few, if any, variations of importance, ex
cepting that sets can be made on thick and 
on much thinner paper. The stamps in used 
condition are by no means common, and in 
the case of some varieties of postmark are 
only to be obtained after considerable search.

For some time the stamps of Queensland 
were used in the territory. These can be 
identified by the postmarks, which are 
B N G surrounded by bars, “ Port Moresby,” 
or “ Samarai.”

Such stamps, however, belong more pro
perly to a collection of Queensland stamps, 
just as British stamps used in Malta and 
only distinguishable by the postmark would 
appear to belong to a collection of Great 
Britain rather than of Malta.

It was in or about July, 1901, that a 
special set of stamps was first issued, bear
ing the well-known picture of a native 
canoe in full sail. The set consisted of 
seven values, ^d., id., 2d., 2id., 4d., 6d., and 
is., which were engraved in taille-douce and 
printed by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., on 
paper watermarked with quatrefoils; the 
perforation is the usual 14 gauge.

The stamps are arranged in small sheets 
of thirty, 6 x5 , with guide lines at each 
comer and in the centre of each margin, to 
ensure correct centring of the middle of the 
design, which is printed at a separate 
operation.

In  1905 the further value of a 2s.6d. stamp 
was issued.

These stamps vary but little in shade, with 
the exception of the 2jd. value, which can 
be found in a peculiar dull blue colour, 
which is quite distinct from the ordinary 
bright ultramarine shade.

The postmarks which may be found on 
this issue are as follows :—

I. The letters B N  G  surrounded by bars. 
This is the commonest obliteration, and 
often covers the greater part of the stamp, 
so as to make the design almost indistin
guishable.

I I . The name of the town, e.g. “ Port 
Moresby” or “ Kokoda,” along the upper half 
of a circle, and “ British New Guinea’’along 
the lower half of the circle, with the date 
across the centre. This obliteration was 
in use from at least February, 1903, till 
some time in 1906, but appears to be scarcer 
than Type I.
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I I I.  This is the same as Type II, except 
that in consequence of the territory having 
become part of the Commonwealth of 
Australia under the name of Papua, the 
word “ Papua" takes the place of “ British 
New Guinea” along the lower half of the 
circle, with a large round stop both before 
and after “ Papua."

This is the type of postmark which is at 
present in use, and is found on the unsur
charged stamps used previously to the sur
charging of the stamps with the word 
“ Papua,” as well as on the surcharged 
issues.

IV. This type is uncommon, and consists 
of the word “ Registered ” and the name of 
the place in capital letters; it was used at 
Samarai, and possibly at other places also.

On 8 November, 1906, the stamps were 
issued surcharged with the word “ Papua," 
in accordance with the change of the desig
nation of the territory on joining the Com
monwealth, as previously mentioned.

This surcharging was done in Australia, 
at first with large type and later with con
siderably smaller and thinner type.

All the values of the set are known with 
the large surcharge. Most of them, how
ever, are already obsolete, for all the values 
have been issued since about June, 1907, with 
the small surcharge except the 2d. and 2id. 
stamps.

So far no varieties of surcharge of any im
portance have been chronicled with the ex
ception that on each sheet of thirty stamps 
with the small surcharge there are three 
stamps with an inverted “ d "  instead of “p" 
in “ Papua.” These stamps are Nos. 10, 16, 
and 21 on the sheet, and would appear to 
be quite as deserving of catalogue rank as 
some of the varieties listed under “ Morocco 
Agencies” in Stanley Gibbons Catalogue.

It appears probable that a new issue will 
shortly appear, possibly of the same design, 
but with the word “ Papua” instead of 
“ British New Guinea” in the body of the 
stamp.

And it is not unlikely that eventually such 
an issue will be superseded by stamps of a 
common type for the whole of the Common
wealth of Australia, the same in design, but 
with the name of each state inserted in a 
tablet.

Most of the stamps of this colony can be 
obtained at present with some search, but 
several are already getting scarce, notably the 
2s.6d. unsurcharged stamp and the qd. stamp 
with large surcharge.

Collectors who wish to specialize in the 
more recent colonial stamps might do worse 
than choose the stamps of Papua, which are 
strikingly different from the ordinary King’s 
Head type.

Out* Italian Letter
R o m e , 28 November,  1907.

I AM  forced to admit that I am but a bad 
correspondent at the best; and even though 
philatelic news does not amount to a great 

deal in Italy, I have made a mistake in remaining 
silent for so long. However, the readers of 
G . S .  I V . will not have complained, as space has 
been filled with far more interesting matter than I 
should have been able to supply. At any rate, I 
give you my word to be more diligent in the 
future.

Very soon we are going to have a new issue of 
some of the Italian stamps, and I think some of 
my readers may l>e interested to hear about them. 
The current Italian stamps of 40c. and 
1901 issue, will shortly be issued for use in the 
Italian post offices in Albania; they will he over
printed with their value in Turkish currency, 
above which will appear the word “ A lban ia .”  
Stamps on which this word does not appear are 
used by the Italian Post Office in Janina. This 
should l)e made a note of, as it is not generally 
known.

Another order has been given to the “ Officina 
Poligrafica Italiana” for two hundred millions of 
the 15 c., grey-black, the so-called “ Michett” 
type. This printing will differ from the preced
ing one in two particulars— the paper will he 
thinner, and the gum (about which so many com

plaints were received) will be improved. As yet 
I have not heard if there will be any other 
points of difference, but in any case it will tie a 
variety which should find a place in non-special- 
ized collections— a variety “ worthy of catalogue 
rank,’* as the saying goes in your country.

Talking of this 15c., since 1906 we have lieen 
supplied with it in booklets containing twenty- 
four stamps; the booklet is sold for Li. 3.65. 
The public appears to be in ignorance of their 
existence; or, at any rate, they are not appre
ciated, as statistics have shown that the sale is 
extremely small. Stamps that have come out of 
these booklets can only be distinguished from others 
if the left-hand margin have not been detached, 
as on this the following inscription is legible: 
“ Officina Calco&rafica Italiano.

It is well known that the 15 c. is the only 
stamp of our kingdom which is produced by 
copper-plate engraving (line engraving): it really 
does have an odd appearance side by side with 
other values on a letter; perhaps it is due to the 
different paper, or to the perforation (12 instead 
of 14), or to its general appearance, as all other 
values are surface-printed. But now the Govern
ment Bank note Office has just received instruc
tions to prepare stamps and other Government 
securities by the line-engraved process; so very 
soon we shall have the 40 c. and 50 c. in quite a
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new design, but of the same size as before. I 
have not seen the designs yet, but I learn on good 
authority that they are good and are being well 
executed. We shan’t have long to wait, as I  hear 
that there is a possibility of their being issued in 
December— a sort of Christmas present from our 
paternal Department of Posts, 1 suppose.

As is usually the case, in the non technical Press 
the well-known remark is going round to the 
effect that “ collectors will be pleased to hear of 
this new issue.” How very peculiar it is that all 
journalists (except, of course, Mr. Nankivell) 
seem to imagine that a new stamp strikes joy into 
the heart of the collector ! You and I would far 
rather have a good old stamp ; but it is well-nigh 
impossible to make these gentlemen of the Press 
believe it. Let us only hope that they will be 
more beautiful than the new Swiss. The latter 
appear to have been admired by some people, 
amongst others by M. Georges Hantz, who wrote 
a long article about them in the Jo u rn a l de Geneve 
of 25 November: he found the design perfect and 
the engraving admirable ! Unfortunately they 
have not found favour with “ Monsieur Tout-le* 
Monde,” a gentleman who is known to have been 
more witty than M. de Voltaire— and, without 
doubt, also than M. Hantz.

Much as 1 regret it, it is a fact that Italian 
forgers, resident either in Italy or abroad, are 
wonderfully active ; often— far too often, alas !—  
I have shown to me specimens of their work. I 
would specially warn collectors against San 
Marino, 1877, 30c* and 40c< » 1894, 2 and 5 
lire ; and against the high-value Postage Dues: 
of these extremely dangerous imitations are about. 
The proper paper, watermark Crown, has been 
used ; I think it was obtained by discharging the 
colour of Italian fiscal stamps, which are printed 
in lilac, a colour that can easily be got rid of.

Mr. C. J. Phillips, who collects forgeries for his 
magnificent reference collection, ought to award a 
gold medal to these artists. Sad to relate, I fear 
that the highest award would go to the Italian 
rascals.

I can but repeat: Buy these things only from 
well-known dealers, and do not be tempted by 
enormous discounts off the catalogue price. I 
fear these warnings are useless, as people seem 
to look round for a chance of being swindled. It 
is a fact that “ men like to be * done ’ cleverly.” 

E m iu o  D ie n a .

B R IT IS H  A F R IC A  
P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M

Owing to  the fact that the war in South Africa 
has caused great attention to be drawn to  the 
stamps o f the British Possessions on that con* 
tinent, and to  the enormous increase in the num
ber of collectors that has ensued from the issue 
o f the W a r  Provisionals in M afeking, Bloemfon
tein, Pretoria, e tc ., we think this a  good time at 
which to  place before the public a  new and very 
com plete Album, designed for the British Posses
sions, e tc ., on the African Continent. T h e  Album 
is designed upon the well-known plan o f  the Im
perial Albums—the stamps in numbered spaces of 
the co rrect sizes on the right-hand page, and the 
description, full particulars, and illustrations on the 
opposite page. In order to  make this a permanent 
Album we have provided from one to  four blank 
pages after each country, thus m aking the Album 
available for the issues o f many years to  come. 
220 pages. S ize, 8 f  x  i i £  inches.

Post-free in G reat Britain, 10s. 7d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd ., 
3Qt Straod, Loodon, W .C

An sirens to Copnespori dents
L. J. W. (Winchester).— I. The following 

denominations of stamps are on sale in Italy: 1, 2, 
5, IO, 20, 25, 40, 45, and 50 centesimi, 1 and 5 
lire. 2. We consider that a marginal number, 
letter, or inscription adds somewhat considerably 
to the value of a stamp. 3. G. S . lV .y No. 2, 
Vol. Ill,  is out of stock. (If any reader has one 
for sale, would he send to us for this inquirer?)
4. We do not know. 5. We do not consider it 
necessary to add chalk-paper varieties to “ Coun
tries of the World.” The list given there is.pur- 
posely a simplified one for young collectors.

N o v ic e  (Cardiff).— For a novice, you ask 
pretty hard questions ! We are not able to answer 
No. I, as to how many British post offices there 
are in Morocco, and when established. This 
country opened offices there in 1898 for the bene
fit of British merchants and tourists, as the local 
offices were so uncertain in their delivery of the 
mails. No. 2. You will have this fully answered 
in Mr. Armstrong’s articles on Twentieth Century 
Colonials. No. 3. The numbers you refer to are 
control numbers of the printers, put on in order to 
identify the number of plates used, and lately the 
year in which they are used is also indicated.

G. N. (Victoria Street, S.W.).— We have not 
kept any records, and therefore cannot answer 
your question.

W. N. S. (Shields) writes: “ Have received 
Strand A lb um  No. 14 all right, and think it is 
the best I have ever seen for the money. The 
paper is champion, and altogether it is the very 
album I want until I ’m able to get a * Facile * or 
‘G. H.-S.,* which I hope won’t be long.”

T h i r s k  R e a d e r . — 1. We regret we cannot 
see our way to reprint the articles to which you 
refer. 2. The Catalogue of our firm dated June, 
1874, is interesting, but there are earlier ones; 
and we have some of other dealers published in 
1861 and 1862, in which the prices are even 
cheaper than those you quote.

W. v a n  B. (Pretoria).— 1. The Amoy local 
is genuine, and was issued a few years ago, 
together with other stamps for ten or twelve 
different districts. These stamps are purely local, 
and we do not catalogue or deal in them. 2. 
The Belgium is a well-known minor variety, and 
is not at alt rare. 3. The black Spain is an 
essay. Stamp returned by post.
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B y  FRANK PHILLIPS
I should be most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information coneernino 

issues o f  stam ps, new or projected, i f  possible a specimen should be sent, which will be returned at once i f  
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage; or to readers subscribing direct, their subscription will be lengthened by 
one number f o r  each penny fa ce  value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

FR A N K  PH ILLIPS, 391 8 tra n d , L o n don , W .C .

Austria.— The following paragraph is taken | 
from the D a ily  Telegraph (4.12.07):—

“ V i e n n a , Tuesday.
* ‘The new scries of eighteen stamps printed in 

commemoration of the Emperor’s Jubilee is now 
on public exhibition. A  glance is sufficient to 
show the prodigious amount of labour which has 
l>een expended upon them. They recall the last 
epochs of the history of Austria. The values 
from 1 to 20 heller show portraits of the imme
diate predecessors of the Emperor Francis Joseph 
— Karl VI, Maria Theresa, Joseph II, Leopold II, 
Francis I, and Ferdinand. The stamps of 5, 10, 
and 25 heller display pictures of the present 
monarch in profile. The 30 heller stamp is ex
tremely interesting, as it shows His Majesty at 
the time of his accession in 1848, when he was 
in his eighteenth year. The other stamps give 
full-length portraits of His Majesty. On the 50 
heller he is in general’s uniform, and on the 
60 heller on horseback. On the I krone stamp 
the Emperor wears the Order of the Golden 
Fleece, and the 2 kronen shows the entrance to 
Schonbrunn and part of the Hofburg. The actual 
Jubilee stamp is the 10 kronen, with the dates 
1848-1908, with a full-face portrait of His Majesty, 
executed with life-like fidelity, although the Em
peror has always refused to l>e photographed in 
this manner. The portraits of former emperors 
are copied with slight variations from the great 
family picture gallery.”

We ourselves gave some particulars of these 
stamps in our issue of 6 July. Although the 
Emperor Franz loseph I ’s birthday was on 2 
December, we do not think they are on sale to 
the public yet awhile.

Chili.— We have secured a few copies of the 
10 c. on 30 c,, 1903, with double surcharge, the 
surcharges being side by side ; the two sur
charges are quite distinct, similar portions being 
about 4 mm. apart. We are informed that only 
one sheet of 100 stamps was surcharged in this 
way.

5
Double surcharge, blue.black, on No. 6r.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. x. d.

>0 c. on 30 c., orange-red . . 90 o —

French Congo.— E w en's Weekly Stamp N e u s  
(23.11.07), extracting from a contemporary, 
states that French Congo has been divided into 
four administrative sections, two of them, Gabon 
(Gaboon) and Afoyen Congo (M iddle Congo), now 
having separate issues of their own. The remain
ing two are Tchad  and Oubangnif which will, no 
doubt, have special issues shortly. In our issue 
of 6 July we foretold the issue for “ Middle 
Congo,” but, sad to relate, instead of the design 
of the stamps being sm aller than those of French 
Congo, they have proved to lie larger.

Hayti.— Our New York house sends us two 
more provisionals similar to those described in 
our issue of 30 Novemlier, but overprinted on 
two other values of the current set. The over
print is in red, as before, and is handstamped. 
We are also informed that the I c. on 5 c- has 
been seen with the overprint double.

1904. Regular issue, overprinted in red.
Unused. Used, 

x. d. x. d.
1 C .  on 5 c., deep blue . . . 0 1  —
9 c. on to e .,  orange-brown . . o x  —  

Overprint double.
x c. on 5 c., deep blue . . .  —  —

Middle Congo.— Following are the illustra
tions of the stamps described in our issue of 7 
Decem ber.
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In the overprint “ Medio— Cvo.” there are three 
major varieties, which are illustrated l>elow: (a) 
is the commonest, occurring twenty times in the 
sheet; (b) occurs twice, its positions being Nos. 6 
and 13 ; (c) occurs six times, Nos. 7, 14, 20, 21, 
27, 28.

Medio Medio Medio
Cvo. Cvo. Cvo.

(a) (b) (c)

North Borneo.— Mr. I). Field shows us the 
4 c. on 10 dollars, of 1904, with the surcharge 
inverted. One sheet of twenty stamps is stated 
to have been thus treated.

M onthly Jo u rn a l (30. II.07).

Paraguay.— In our stock we have found one 
copy of the 5 c. on 2 c., vermilion, showing no 
trace of the figure “ 5.” We do not know the 
position of this stamp on the sheet, or even if the 
error is constant, but all customers who received 
this provisional, as well as the 5 c. on 2 c , olive- 
green, should look them up to see if they were 
lucky enough to get the error by mistake.

1Q07. Provisional. Overprinted in black.
Error, Figure “  5 " omitted.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s, d.

(5) c. on 2 c., vermilion . . —  —

Santander and Cucuta.— In our issue of 20 
July we chronicled some provisional stamps which 
will be found in the new Catalogue under Nos. 
49 to 63 of Santander, and 32 to 46 of Cucuta. 
We have now received nearly all these stamps 
in small sheets of twenty-eight, composed of four 
horizontal rows of seven. We find that there 
are several varieties of overprint, which we now 
describe and illustrate, and we must ask our 
readers to substitute this description for that 
given in the Catalogue. There may be other 
varieties of which we have no knowledge, as we 
have no means of knowing if our sheets include 
the whole, or only part, of the setting.

For the sake of clearness we would state that 
the setting of the overprint is similar for Santander 
and Cucuta. The Santander that are overprinted 
are the 1905 issue, Types 14 to 20 in the new 
Catalogue; and the Cucuta, also the 1905 issue, 
Types 2 to 8.

We have decided to list these stamps in spite 
of much adverse criticism, as nearly all the sheets 
bear an impression of the official treasury seal of 
the Department of Santander.

Santander, 1905 ssue,oveiprinlcd n blue (B.), blue-black 
(B.-B.), black  (Ilk.), green (G .), red (R.).

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

* c. on 50 c., yellow (G .) (a) . . . 0 6  —
l  c. on 50 c. „  (b) —  —
4 c. on 50 c. „  (c) . . . a o
I c. on 50 c ., mauve (B k.)(a) . . 0 6  —
l  c. on 50 c. „  (b) . . .  _ _
4 c. on 50 c . <c) . . . a o —

Cucuta, 1905 issue.
1 c. on 50 c., lilac (R .) (a) . . . . 0 6
|  c. 0050 c. ,, (b) . . . .  _
j c .  on 50 c. ,, (c) . . . . 2 0
4 c. on 50 c .t vermilion on yellow  ( B.. 13.) (a) o  6 
}  c. on r o c .  „  „  „  (b) —
4 c. on 50 c. „  „  „  (c) 2 o

In the overprint U N — Cvo. there are three 
varieties, illustrated below: (a) occurs twenty 
times: (b) four times, Nos. 6, 13, 20, 27; and 
(c) four times, Nos. 7, 14, 2t, 28.

UN
Cvo Cvo.

(c)

Santander, 1905 issue.
Unused.

s .  d .
1 c. on 1 p., black (B.) (a) . . . 0 0
1 c. on 1 p. ,, (b) . . . 3 0
1 c. on 1 p. „  (c) . , . 3 0
1 c. on 1 p , blue (Bk.) (a) . . . 0 6
1 c. on 1 p. ,, (b) . . . 3 0
1 c. on 1 p. „  (c) . * 3 0

Used.
s. d.

Cucuta, 1905 issue.
1 c. on 1 c., black (Bk.) (a) . . . 0 6
1 c. on x c. ,, (b) . . . 3 0
x c. on 1 c. ,, (c) . . . 3 0
1 c. on 1 c., green on y ello w ^ .) { z ) . . o 6
x c. on 1 c. ,, ,, (b) . . 3 0
1 c. on t c. „  ,, (c) . * 3 0
1 c. on 1 p., yellow (B.K a) . . . 0 6
1 c. on 1 p. „  (b) . . . 3 0
1 c. on 1 p. ,, (c) . . . 3 0
1 c. on 1 p., m auve(B.) (a) . . . 0 6
1 c. on 1 p. „  (b) . . . 3 0
x c. on x p. „  (c) . . . 3 0

Variety. As (a), but n u  instead o j  u n . 

x c. on t c . ,  black (Bk.)(a) . . , *—

Touching the overprint *‘2— Centavos,” the 
description given in the Catalogue is correct, but 
we find that each of the two errors in the word 
“ Centavos” occurs once in each sheet: “ Can- 
tavos” is No. 9 and “ Centavas” is No. 20 on the
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sheet. W e  o n ly  list  th e  erro rs, a s  th e  lis t  o f  the 
norm al v a r ie ty  is  g iv e n  c o rre c tly  in  th e  C a ta lo g u e .

2

Centavos
Santander, 1905 issue. Errors: (<*) *' Caniavos,"

(/>) “  Centavas.”
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
* c. on 5 c., pale blue (Bk.) (a) . —  —
* c. on 5 c. „  (b) . —  —
2 c. pn 10 c., pale rose (G.) (a) . —  —
2 c. on 10 c. ,, .(b) . — —
2 c. on 10 c., claret (B .) (a) . . — —
2 c. on to e ., ,, (b) . —  —
2 c. on 20 c., emerald (Bk.) (a) 1 —  —
2 c. on 20 c. (b) . —  —
2 c. on 5 p., rose (B .) (a) . . ~  —
2 c. on 5 p. „  (b) —  —
2 c. on 10 p., scarlet (B k.)(a) . —  —
2 c. on 10 p. ,, (b) . —  —
2 c. on to p., scarlet (G .) (a) . —  —
2 c. on to p. ,,  (b) —  —

Cucufa, 1905 issue. E rrors: (a) “  Cantavos,"
(b) “ Centavas.”

2 c. on 2 c ., pale green (B.) (a) . —  —
2 c. on 2 c. „  (b) . —  —
2 c. on 2 c., red on yell. (G.) (a) . —  —
2 c. on 2 c. ,, ( b ) . —  —
2c. on $ c., scarlet (B k.)(a) . —  —
2 c. on 5 c. „  (b) . —  —
2 c. on toe., brn. on yell. (B.-B.)(a) —  —
2 c. on to c. (b) —  —
2 c. on to e ., chocolate (B k .)(a ). —  —
2 c. on to e . „  (b ). —  —

In the overprint “ 2— Cvs.” are two settings, 
which only differ in the two top right-hand stamps 
of the sheet. In the first setting there are four 
varieties: (a) occurs twenty times in the sheet; 
(b) three times, Nos. 13, 20, 27; (c) three 
times, Nos. 14, 21, 28; (d) twice, Nos. 6, 7. 
In the second setting, type (d) becomes type (b), 
so that gives three varieties only, the quantities 
and positions in the sheet being similar to those 
given for the first setting, with the exception 
of (b). which occurs five times, Nos. 6, 7, 13, 20, 
27. We have not found that both settings exist 
on one value, and in the list given below all are 
in the first setting, except those marked with an 
asterisk (*).

(a)

2
Cvs.

2  2
Cvs. Cvs.

(c) <d)

Santander, 1905 issue.

2 c. on 5 c., blue-green (R .) (a) 
a c. on 5 c. ,, (b)
2 c . on s c .  „  (c)
a c. on 5 c. „  (d)

*2 c. on 20 c., maroon (B .) (a) 
*a c. on 23 c. „  (b)
•2 c . on 20 c. (c)

2 c. on 5 p. blue (B.) (a) .
2 c. on s p. „  (b) .
2 c . on 5 p. „  (c) .
2 c. on s p. „  (d) .

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d. 

. 0 6  —
• 3 0 —
. 3 0  —
. 5 0  ~

0 6  —
. 2 0 —
. 3 0  —

0 6  —
♦ 3 0 —
. 3 0  —
. 5 0  —

Cucuta , 1Q05 issue.

‘ 2 c. on 5 c., blue on yellow  (R.) (a)
*2 c. on 5 c. „  ,, (b)
•2 c. on 5 c. „  „  (c)

2 c. on 10 c., deep blue (B .) (a)
a c. on 10 c. ,, (b)
2 c. on to c. ,, ,,  (c)
2 c. on 10 c. „  „  (d)
2 c. on 20 c., green on yellow (B.)  (a) 
2 c. on 20 c. „  „  (b)
2 c. on 20 c. ,, „  (c)
2 c. on 20 c. ,, ,, (d)

o 6
2 o
3 o 
o 6 
3 o 
3 o 
5 °  
o  6 
3 °  
3 o 
S ©

I t  will 1»e noticed that from the above lists 
No. 6 0  o f Santander and No. 44  o f Cucuta have 
been omitted, as we have not received them in 
sheets. On the other hand, the first stam p in 
the Cucuta list im m ediately preceding these re
m arks is new.

South Australia.— In common but vulgar par
lance, we have 44 put our (editorial) foot into it ! ” 
Major Evans prints the following paragraph in 
the M onthly Jo u rn a l (3a 11.07):—

44 The mystery about the 2s. 6d. on Crown and 
4 A ’ paper has been cleared up by a letter from 
Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. to The P h . J . o f  
G. />., in which it is stated that a small supply of 
this value, and also of the is., on the new paper 
was received some little time back, but that 4 sub
sequent consignments of both values have been 
on the old paper.’ A  few sheets must have l>een 
printed upon the new paper, and, being placed on 
the top of the stock in hand, have been issued at 
once. It is evident that the editor of the Stamp 
IVeehly was quite right when he stated in May 
last: 4 We have received the 2s. 6d. . . . water
marked Crown A.*”

In our issue of 26 October we cast doubts upon 
the accuracy of the London P hilafeiisP s  (5.07) 
chronicle of this stamp. Well, truth will out, 
and the kindly Major has endeavoured to let us 
down lightly! In our issue of 18 May we our
selves wrote that 44 we had received the 2s. 6d. 
value of the long rectangular large p o s t a g e , 
watermarked Crown A.’ The London Philatelist 
very possibly chronicled the stamp from us, and 
we questioned it. We hasten to make amende 
honorable, lest our editorial salary be cut down 
by half!

N.B.^Tht fflcos quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, Londin, W.C.
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Philatelic Societies
Royal Philatelic Society, London
Proaident: H.Pt.H. Tha Print* of Walti, K.G., ttc.
Viee-Preaident: Tht tart of Crawford, K.T.
Hon. 8 te .: J. A. Titltard, 10 Qracachurch Strait, E.C.
Mating* : 4 Southampton Row, W.C.,Alt*rnat* Thvraday* at 6 p.m. 
Annual Subscription i Town, £ 2  2t. / Country, £1 1*,

T he first meeting of the season 1907-8 was held at 2 
Cavendish Square, by invitation of the Vice-President, on 
Thursday, 17 October, 1907, at 6 p.m.

Members present: Lord Crawford, E. D. Bacon, 
L . L. K . Hausburg, Major E. B. Evans, T . W. Hall, 
L. W. Fulcher, H. G. Palliser, Franz Keichenheim, J. G. 
Tolhurst, John Walker, jun., W . Scbwabacher, D . C. 
Gray, R. Meyer, C . F. Dendy Marshall, H arvey R . G, 
Clarke, E. Wetherell, I. C . R ix, E . J. Nankivell, J . R. 
Burton, Baron P. de worms, Baron A. de Worms, R, 
Frentzel, Colonel J. Bonhote, C . Stuart Dudley, W. T . 
Wilson, A. W, Chambers, C . N . Biggs, C . E . Me* 
Naughtan, M. P. Castle, and J . A . Tilleard. L . E . Hall 
(associate).

The Vice-President having taken the chair, the minutes 
of the last meeting of the past season, as published in the 
London Philatelist, were taken as read.

Amongst the correspondence read by the Honorary 
Secretary was a letter from Mr. Kjellstedt, an Inter* 
national Secretary of the American Philatelic Association, 
calling attention to the work and privileges of member* 
ship of that body, and one from Mr. Lane Joynt as to the 
possibility o f the Society obtaining and publishing photo
graphic reproductions of the imprimatur sheets of the id. 
black English stamp, a suggestion which was referred to 
the Council for consideration.

A letter from Mr. W. V. Morten, sending correspon* 
dence with Dr. Perkins and Dr. Hugo Muller in reference 
to the so-called Perkins paper used for experiments with 
the early English stamps, and asking for further informa
tion from members interested, was also read.

Mr. M. P. Castle mentioned a communication he bad 
received from Captain Paul Ohrt as to the publication by 
the Society of an English edition o f the writer's work on 
Reprints, and this letter was also referred to the Council 
for consideration.
' The Honorary Secretary reported the receipt o f an in

timation from Dr. Kalckhoff, of the death o f Mr. H. 
Kraenkel on 20 September. The announcement was re
ceived with great regret, and the Honorary Secretary was 
directed to convey to Mr. Fraenkel’s family, through 
Dr. Kalckhoff. the expression of the high esteem in which 
the late member was held by his fellow-members in the 
Society, and o f their sincere sympathy with the members 
o f his family in their bereavement.

The receipt from Mr. H arvey Clarke of a fine series of 
the early "S y d n e y  V iew " stamps, and from H is Royal 
Highness the President o f a valuable selection of the first 
issues o f the stamps of Afghanistan, was reported by the 
Honorary Secretary, and Mr. Castle mentioned that 
several other contributions for the Society's collection had 
been received from other members, all of which would be 
suitably acknowledged in the London Philatelist in due 
course.

On the suggestion o f Mr. Palliser, it was decided that a  
card containing the names o f the Officers and Council of 
tbe Society, with the programme for the meetings o f the 
current season, should be prepared and sent to the mem
bers at an early date.

A  ballot was then taken for the following candidates, 
who were declared duly elected Members and Fellows of 
the S o cie ty :—

Mr. Frederick S. Cook, proposed b y  Mr. C . A . Howes, 
seconded by Mr. M. H. Lombard.

Mr. Alexander Julius Cohen, proposed by the Hon. 
Sec., seconded by the Asst. Hon. bee.

Mr. Walter Philip Cohen, proposed by the Hun. Sec., 
seconded by the Asst. Hon. Sec.

Mr. Holland A . Davis, proposed b y  Mr. C . A . Howes, 
seconded by Mr. Julian Park.

Mr. William John T atler, proposed by the H on. Sec., 
seconded by the Asst. Hon. Sec.

Mr. Edwin Cheetham Wigglesworth, proposed by tbe 
Hon. Sec., seconded by tbe Asst. Hon. Sec.

Mr. Arthur Cbilver, proposed by Mr. E . J . Nankivell, 
seconded by Mr. John Walker, jun.

Mr. Sidney Ughtred Sharpe, proposed by the Hon. 
Sec., seconded by the Asst. Hon. Sec.

Mr. Lawrence Lestock Mercer, proposed by tbe Hon. 
Sec., seconded by the Asst. Hon. Sec.

Mr. Archibald McKechnie, proposed by Mr* L . H. 
Kjellstedt, seconded by Mr. George L . Toppan.

Mrs. A . H. Bridson, proposed by the Hon. Sec., 
seconded by the Asst. Hon. Sec.

Mr. Thomas Caiterall, jun., proposed by tbe Hon. Sec., 
seconded by the Asst. Hon. Sec.

Mr. John Dimsdale, proposed by Mr. E . J . Nankivell, 
seconded by the Hon. Sec.

Mr. James Thomas Chamberlain, proposed by Mr. E . W. 
Wetherell, seconded by tbe Hon. Sec.

Mr. L. G. Quackenbush, proposed by Mr. L. H . Kjell
stedt, seconded by Mr. George L. Toppan.

Mr. Lionel C. Ernst, proposed by Mr. L. H . Kjellstedt, 
seconded by Mr. George L . Toppan.

Lieut. Reginald Charles Frances Schomberg, proposed 
by the Hon. Sec., seconded by the Asst. Hon. Sec.

The Vice-Prestdent then read a paper entitled “  A Pro
visional Note on the History of tbe id . Stamp o f Great 
Britain, May, 1840." The paper is the result of an 
examination of a  remarkable find o f essays and other 
objects comprising a  very complete collection, which Lord 
Crawford was fortunate enough to secure, illustrating the 
numerous experiments made in deciding on tbe questions 
of design, paper, method o f  reproduction, inks, gums, 
modes o f obliteration, and other matters requiring con
sideration in the production of the first stamps to be em
ployed for postal purposes.

As explained by the Vice-President, the first experi
ments were made in colour of many shades and varying 
ingredients, and one o f the objects ot the paper is to venti
late a  suggestion as to the possibility o f tbe issue in black 
having been "provisional " so far as concerns the colour, 
in the hope that some authoritative statement on the sul>- 
ject may, as there is reason to believe, be forthcoming at 
an early date.

The paper, which is full o f  valuable information that 
will be read with great interest when published in the 
London Philatelist, was illustrated b y a  display o f tbe 
wonderful collection already referred to, together with 
other portions o f Lord Crawford's well-known collection of 
proofs and essays of the stamps of Great Britain.

On the motion of Mr. M. I\ Castle, seconded by Major 
Evans, the very cordial thanks of the Society were voted 
to the Vice-President for his valuable paper, and for the 
very interesting display o f the collections which members 
attending the meeting had been privileged to inspect.

(From the London Philatelist, the official organ of the 
Royal Philatelic Society.)

Liverpool Philatelic Society
Prttident: J. H. M. Savage.
Mon. Secretary t A. S. Allender, 71 Canning Street, Liverpool.
Meeting* : Hotel St. Georye, Lime Street, Liverpool.

T h e  fifth meeting o f the session uas held on Monday, 
s8 November, the President in the chair.

T he business comprised the exhibition o f the stamps of 
N iger Coast and Porto kteo, with a  paper on the latter 
country.

Messrs. Bate, Edmondson, Fletcher, Hughes, Jamo, 
Lawson, M ackay, Ross, Tweddle, and Webster exhibited 
Niger C o ast; whilst Messrs. Bate, Fletcher, Ross, Whit- 
won h, and the President displayed Porto Rico.

Mr. Gordon bad engaged to prepare the paper on Porto 
Rico, but was unable to do so, and at very short notice 
Mr. Fletcher took his place. Considering the brief time 
allowed for preparation Mr. Fletcher's paper was an able 
one, showing the wbys and wherefores of the various issues 
and surcharges; and the Society was unanimous in thank
ing him for manfully stepping into the breach. There was 
the usual good attendance.

Prioted by W . B rkndon &  S on, L td ., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibbons, L td ., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
31 December. <907.



Gibbons Stamp W eekly
EDITED BY STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD.

N o .  26
Whole No. 156 28 D E C E M B E R ,  19 0 7 V o l .  VI.

Countries of the lilorid
B y  W. PERCY BARNSDALL 
Finland

T H E  Grand Duchy of Finland is an is washed on the south by the Gulf of Fin-
extensive province, forming a north- land. It is a rocky plateau of moderate
western section of the Russian Em- elevation, upon which lakes, streams, and

pire. It is situated in the far north of swamps are profusely distributed, which en-
Europe, near the Arctic Ocean ; is separated gender cold and unwholesome mists, render
from Sweden by the Gulf of Bothnia, and , travelling circuitous in summer, but provide
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a firm and easy road for the sledge in winter. 
Hence the name Finland, which is derived 
from the old German word fen nen  (sw a m p  
or m a rs h ), and has the same meaning as 
“ Fenland” in English. The Finnish name 
S u o m i or S uom enm a a (/ a m i o f  the m arshes), 
which appears on some of the stamps, has 
the same signification.

It is not a country that has been very 
liberally endowed by nature. Of its total 
area of 144,255 square miles, less than one- 
twentieth is available for agriculture, the 
principal occupation. Two-fifths of the area 
consists of swamps and lakes, and another 
two-fifths is covered by forests of pines and 
firs, with which the birch, ash, aspen, and 
alder intermingle. Timber and woodland 
produce (e.g. potash, pitch, tar, resin, etc.) 
consequently form the principal articles of 
export, and the forests also provide raw 
material for paper-making, another of Fin
land’s industries. Iron mines and works pro
vide employment for about twenty thousand 
people, and there is a considerable export of 
raw and manufactured material.

About six centuries ago Finland was 
annexed to Sweden by Eric the Saint, and 
became to it exactly what Wales is to Eng
land, a district in which two nationalities 
blended, subject to the same laws, serving 
on common battlefields, and rendered as 
much one as friendly intercourse and politi
cal union can amalgamate distinct races.

Gustavus IV, having declared war against 
Russia, was compelled after a year to make 
peace, in 1809, to abdicate in favour of his 
uncle, and finally to abandon Finland to 
Russia, under whose dominion it has since 
remained. Finland from the olden times has 
enjoyed a certain degree of autonomy, which 
by their conduct the people have justified ; 
and Emperor Alexander I of Russia, at the 
first meeting of the country’s representatives 
after the annexation, bound himself “ to re
spect the religion, the laws, and the privi
leges of Finland,” and he afterwards took 
the oath of fidelity as Grand Duke. Since 
then the Russification of the province has 
gradually been going on, without any con
ceivable object except to eradicate the last 
remnants of individuality, until now the 
autonomy of the Grand Duchy is little else 
than a tradition. The sympathies of the 
Finns have, however, always been with 
Sweden, and the gradual absorption of the 
country by Russia and the violation of the 
pledges given by Alexander 1 have roused 
the deepest feelings of the nation.

The population is about three millions, of 
which about two and a half millions are 
Finns and 350,000 Swedes.

The Finns are quite distinct from the 
Slavonic and Teutonic races in physiognomy, 
language, character, and manners. A  short 
stature, sallow complexion, and flat face,

with tawny hair, scanty beard, and small 
lustreless eyes, are their personal character
istics. They are taciturn and grave, bold 
and hardy, make good seamen, and are 
numerous in the Russian fleet. They are 
nearly all Lutherans.

The National Parliament, which formerly 
consisted of four estates— the nobles, the 
clergy, the burghers, and the peasants— now 
consists of one Chamber of two hundred 
members chosen by direct election. The 
suffrage is possessed by every Finnish citizen 
(man or woman) of the age of twenty-four. 
The Czar of Russia is Grand Duke of 
Finland, and the Imperial Government is 
represented by a Governor-General and a 
Secretary of State.

Railways are being extended and arc all 
State undertakings. They just about pay 
their way.

The revenue of the Postal Department 
is only about half the expenditure. In 1905 
there were over 1400 post offices, and they 
handled about thirty million letters and post 
cards, forty million newspapers, and 4A 
millions of samples and printed packets.

The unit of currency is the m a a rka  of 
100 p e n n i, and is of the value of a franc, 9W., 
and the metric system of weights and 
measures is universally employed in Fin
land.

Abo (42,639), the most ancient city in 
F'inland, was the capital until 1817, but the 
present metropolis is Helsingfors (111,654), 
a fine city occupying a good position on a 
peninsula of the south coast.

P hila telic  H istory
Here perhaps more than in most coun

tries the history of the people is reflected on 
its stamps. The gradual steps taken in the 
process of Russification can be clearly traced: 
the alteration in the size of the stamps, the 
addition of Russian inscriptions, and, finally, 
the adoption of stamps of almost identical 
appearance to those of Russia itself.

The stamps themselves provide abundance 
of interest, and the early issues are peculiar 
by reason of their serpentine rouletting. If 
errors of colour and differences of paper are 
ignored, a very good general collection can 
be obtained for a reasonable outlay. The 
issues are all straightforward and have all 
been thoroughly written up, and it is one of 
the few countries with a good many stamps 
that are free from surcharges.

Finland adopted adhesive stamps nearly 
two years before Russia introduced them. 
In 1845 it had provisionally issued stamped 
envelopes, and in 1856 it was decided to 
experiment with adhesive stamps. Both ex
periments succeeded, and the provisional 
issues became permanent ones.

The first issue consisted of two values, and 
were of the same types as those employed in
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the above-mentioned envelopes, and were 
available for letters within Finland as well 
as to Russia and foreign countries. They 
are rather primitive in design, and show the 
Arms of Finland within a single-line trans
verse oval with inscription in Finnish or Swe
dish at left and in Russian at right. The 
values are expressed in kopecs (100 kopecs 
equalling one rouble, worth then about 3s.2d.), 
and the stamps were printed in colour on 
narrow strips of thick, white paper (either 
move or la id ) by means of a hand-press. 
When one row was finished the strip was 
turned round, receiving the impression the 
other way up, so that tele-beche pairs were 
made. A s  a secret mark, to distinguish 
these stamps from envelope stamps, small 
dots (called p e a rls) were added in the bells of 
the posthorns. The stamps were issued about 
April, 1856, and when the question of a per
manent issue was still unsettled in 1837, 
orders were given to continue their use. 
About April, 1856, there was a further issue 
of the 5 kop., which can be distinguished 
from the first issue by having larger pearls 
in the posthorns. These stamps are rare.

April, 1856. Jmperf.
Unused. Used. 

s. ti. s. d.
5 kop., blue . . . —  60 o

10 ,, rose . . . —  10 o
April, 1858. Larger pearls in posthnms. Imperf. 

5 kop., blue . . .  65 o

In  September, 1859, a circular was issued 
announcing that a more convenient form of 
stamp and in a special design was to be 
issued in i860.

The stamps, of the same values as above, 
made their appearance on 1 January, i860, 
and showed the Arms surmounted by a 
crown, but without posthorns, enclosed in a 
rectangular framework— evidently inspired, 
like so many other early Europeans, by the 
first French stamps.

The stamps were surface-printed at the 
printing office of the Senate of Finland in 
colour upon thick and thin tinted paper, and 
divided by serpentine ro u le ttin g . The latter 
was produced “by means of a steel disc with 
a pattern cut in relief upon its edge, and 
formed when the stamps were unsevered a 
wavy line between them.” Only one sheet 
of stamps could be operated at once, and 
the process was very slow, so that more 
than one instrument was employed, and on 
stamps from i860 to 1871 three such can be 
traced which show variations in the depth of 
the “ tooth.”

1 J a n ., 1861. S erp en tine roulette.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
5 kop., b lu e  on bluish  . 25 o 6 0

10 ,, ro se  on pale rose. 10 o 0 9

{To be continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E

The T rices  Quoted in the foregoing article are taken from  our p u b lish ers ' la test S to c k  Books, and are, 
therefore, the T r ices  at Which S ta n ley  G ibb ons , L td ., w ill h a te  pteasure in supplying any o f  the 
stomps that may be needed by any o f  our readers.

Topical llotes
B y  C H A R L E S  J. P H I L L I P S

Christmas G reeting

A S  this is the first Christmas that I have 
h \  edited G .S . W . I take the opportunity 

^  1  of tendering Christmas greetings to 
all my readers, and of sincerely wishing them, 
one andall, a very Merry Christmas,a Happy 
New Year, and trust that during the coming 
year they will increase their collections 
largely, and also their knowledge of Phil
ately.

C h ristm as L im ericks
As Christmas is drawing quite near,
And “ Turkey” in “ Greece” will appear,

It is “ Chili” and cold,
And we wish you the old 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Our albums for presents are grand ;
We are sending all over the land.

You can choose your own price,
So you need not think twice :

Come and see them at three-nine-one Strand.
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a firm and easy road for the sledge in winter. 
Hence the name Finland, which is derived 
from the old German word fe n n e n  (s w a m p  
or m a rs h ), and has the same meaning as 
“ Fenland” in English. The Finnish name 
S u o m i or Suo m e n m o a  ( la n d  o f  the m arshes), 
which appears on some of the stamps, has 
the same signification.

It is not a country that has been very 
liberally endowed by nature. Of its total 
area of 144.255 square miles, less than one- 
twentieth is available for agriculture, the 
principal occupation. Two-fifths of the area 
consists of swamps and lakes, and another 
two-fifths is covered by forests of pines and 
firs, with which the birch, ash, aspen, and 
alder intermingle. Timber and woodland 
produce (e.g. potash, pitch, tar, resin, etc.) 
consequently form the principal articles of 
export, and the forests also provide raw 
material for paper-making, another of F in
land’s industries. Iron mines and works pro
vide employment for about twenty thousand 
people, and there is a considerable export of 
raw and manufactured material.

About six centuries ago Finland was 
annexed to Sweden by Eric the Saint, and 
became to it exactly what Wales is to E n g 
land, a district in which two nationalities 
blended, subject to the same laws, serving 
on common battlefields, and rendered as 
much one as friendly intercourse and politi
cal union can amalgamate distinct races.

Gustavus IV, having declared war against 
Russia, was compelled after a year to make 
peace, in 1809. to abdicate in favour of his 
uncle, and finally to abandon Finland to 
Russia, under whose dominion it has since 
remained. Finland from the olden times has 
enjoyed a certain degree of autonomy, which 
by their conduct the people have justified ; 
and Emperor Alexander 1 of Russia, at the 
first meeting of the country’s representatives 
after the annexation, bound himself “ to re
spect the religion, the laws, and the privi
leges of Finland,” and he afterwards took 
the oath of fidelity as Grand Duke. Since 
then the Russification of the province has 
gradually been going on, without any con
ceivable object except to eradicate the last 
remnants of individuality, until now the 
autonomy of the Grand Duchy is little else 
than a tradition. The sympathies of the 
Finns have, however, always been with 
Sweden, and the gradual absorption of the 
country by Russia and the violation of the 
pledges given by Alexander I have roused 
the deepest feelings of the nation.

The population is about three millions, of 
which about two and a half millions are 
Finns and 350,000 Swedes.

The Finns are quite distinct from the 
Slavonic and Teutonic races in physiognomy, 
language, character, and manners. A  short 
stature, sallow complexion, and flat face,

with tawny hair, scanty beard, and small 
lustreless eyes, are their personal character
istics. They are taciturn and grave, bold 
and hardy, make good seamen, and are 
numerous in the Russian fleet. They are 
nearly all Lutherans.

The National Parliament, which formerly 
consisted of four estates— the nobles, the 
clergy, the burghers, and the peasants— now 
consists of one Chamber of two hundred 
members chosen by direct election. The 
suffrage is possessed by every Finnish citizen 
(man or woman) of the age of twenty-four. 
The Czar of Russia is Grand Duke of 
F'inland, and the Imperial Government is 
represented by a Governor-General and a 
Secretary of State.

Railways are being extended and are all 
State undertakings. They just about pay 
their way.

The revenue of the Postal Department 
is only about half the expenditure. In 1905 
there were over 1400 post offices, and they 
handled about thirty million letters and post 
cards, forty million newspapers, and 4$ 
millions of samples and printed packets.

The unit of currency is the m a a rka  of 
100 p e n n i, and is of the value of a franc, 9^d., 
and the metric system of weights and 
measures is universally employed in Fin
land.

Abo (42,639), the most ancient city in 
Finland, was the capital until 1817, but the 
present metropolis is Helsingfors (111,654), 
a fine city occupying a good position on a 
peninsula of the south coast.

P hila telic  H istory
Here perhaps more than in most coun

tries the history of the people is reflected on 
its stamps. The gradual steps taken in the 
process of Russification can be clearly traced: 
the alteration in the size of the stamps, the 
addition of Russian inscriptions, and, finally, 
the adoption of stamps of almost identical 
appearance to those of Russia itself.

The stamps themselves provide abundance 
of interest, and the early issues arc peculiar 
by reason of their serpentine roulctting. If 
errors of colour and differences of paper arc 
ignored, a very good general collection can 
be obtained for a reasonable outlay. The 
issues are all straightforward and have all 
been thoroughly written up, and it is one of 
the few countries with a good many stamps 
that are free from surcharges.

Finland adopted adhesive stamps nearly 
two years before Russia introduced them. 
In 184; it had provisionally issued stamped 
envelopes, and in 1856 it was decided to 
experiment with adhesive stamps. Both ex
periments succeeded, and the provisional 
issues became permanent ones.

The first issue consisted of two values, and 
were of the same types as those employed in
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the above-mentioned envelopes, and were 
available for letters within Finland as well 
as to Russia and foreign countries. They 
are rather primitive in design, and show the 
Arms of Finland within a single-line trans
verse oval with inscription in Finnish or Swe
dish at left and in Russian at right. The 
values are expressed in kopecs (too kopecs 
equalling one rouble, worth then about 3s. 2d.), 
and the stamps were printed in colour on 
narrow strips of thick, white paper (either 
wove or la id ) by means of a hand-press. 
When one row was finished the strip was 
turned round, receiving the impression the 
other way up, so that tete-beche pairs were 
made. A s a secret mark, to distinguish 
these stamps from envelope stamps, small 
dots (called p e a rls ) were added in the bells of 
the posthorns. The stamps were issued about 
April, 1856, and when the question of a per
manent issue was still unsettled in 1857, 
orders were given to continue their use. 
About April, 1856, there was a further issue 
of the 5 kop., which can be distinguished 
from the first issue by having larger pearls 
in the posthorns. These stamps are rare.

April, 1856. Impcrf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
5 k o p ., b lu e  . . . —  60 o

10 ,,  rose . . . —  10 o

April, 1858. iM rger pearls in  p osthom s. Im perf. J 
5 k o p ., b lu e  . . .  —  65 o I

In September, 1859, a circular was issued 
announcing that a more convenient form of 
stamp and in a special design was to be 
issued in i860.

The stamps, of the same values as above, 
made their appearance on 1 January, i860, 
and showed the Arms surmounted by a 
crown, but without posthorns, enclosed in a 
rectangular framework— evidently inspired, 
like so many other early Europeans, by the 
first French stamps.

The stamps were surface-printed at the 
printing office of the Senate of Finland in 
colour upon thick and thin tinted paper, and 
divided by serpentine ro u le ttin g . The latter 
was produced “by means of a steel disc with 
a pattern cut in relief upon its edge, and 
formed when the stamps were unsevered a 
wavy line between them.” Only one sheet 
of stamps could be operated at once, and 
the process was very slow, so that more 
than one instrument was employed, and on 
stamps from i860 to 1871 three such can be 
traced which show variations in the depth of 
the “ tooth.”

i Ja n ., 1861. S erpentine roulette.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
5 k o p ., b lu e  on  blu ish  . 25 o  6 0

10 ,,  rose  on  p a le rose . 10 o  0 9

( To be continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E

The P rices  Quoted In the foregoing a rtic le  are taken from  0or publishers* latest S to c k  S o oks, and are. 
therefore, the P rices at Which Sta ntep  G ibbons , L td ,, Witt h a te  p leasure in suppiping anp o f  the  
stamps that map be needed bp anp o f  oar readers.

Topical Dotes
B y  C H A R L E S  J. P H I L L I P S

Christmas G reeting

\ S  this is the first Christmas that I have 
p \  edited G .S . IV . I take the opportunity 

of tendering Christmas greetings to 
all my readers, and of sin :erely wishing them, 
one and all, a very Merry Christmas, a Happy 
New Year, and trust that during the coming 
year they will increase their collections 
largely, and also their knowledge of Phil
ately.

C h ristm as L im erick s
As Christmas is drawing quite near,
And “ Turkey” in “ Greece” will appear.

It is “ Chili ” and cold,
And we wish you the old 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Our albums for presents are grand ;
We are sending all over the land.

You can choose your own price,
So you need not think twice:

Come and see them at three-nine-one Strand.
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Part I I  Catalogue’s now really out.
There’s no longer occasion lor doubt.

As it's published at last 
We will banish the past,

And give it a welcoming shout.
S t a n l e y  P h i l l i p s .

jC *■ d.
I ith prize. Facile Oriel Album 1 10 0
12th ,, Ideal Album, No. 2 15 0
13<*> .. Century Album, No. 21 . 12 6
14th „ Strand Album, No. 15 . 5 0
15th „ Improved Album, No. 2 . 3 6

Prem ium s for N ew  Su bscribers 
I w a n t  to see if I cannot hit upon some 
scheme by which I may aid my readers to 
increase their collections free of charge, and 
by which they may aid us by increasing our 
circulation to a very large extent. This 
little paper is going to be much improved 
in the near future. 1 intend to do away with 
the coloured cover, and to print the whole 
paper and cover on good quality paper, 
which it will be a pleasure to handle and 
to read. I have other improvements in hand, 
but am not quite ready to announce them at 
present.

jgioo. .£100. j£ ioo. jfiioo.
I have decided to give away the sum of 

one hundred pounds in prizes for those who 
succeed in getting us the largest number of 
n ew  subscribers from I January to 30 June,
1908.

The conditions of this competition will be 
as follows:—

1. The competition is open to every one ex
cept to employes of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.

2. The competitors sending in the highest 
number of new subscriptions will win, however 
small the number may be.

3. Subscriptions for a half-year cost 3s. 3d- 
and will reckon as one vote ; a subscription of 
6s. 6d. for a year will reckon as two votes.

4. Competitors should at the end of each month 
send in a list of new subscrilters, together with the 
proper amount of the subscriptions,addressed to

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,
391 S t r a n d , L o n d o n ,

with the words “ G.S. W. Competition” written 
on lower left corner of envelope.

5. All lists must be sent in by 30 July, 1908, 
and the names of the winners will be announced 
in G .S . IK  about the end of August.

6. In case of any disputes they will be settled 
by Messrs. C. J. Phillips and G. Hamilton-Smilh, 
whose decision will be final.

The prizes offered will be as follows :—  
lstprize. Stamps to be selected by the j£ s. 

winner from our Catalogue or ap
proval sheets to the value of . 40 o

2nd ,, ,, ,, 20 o
3rd ,, ,, ,, 10 o
4th ,, „ „ 7 >0
5th „ ,, „ 5 0
6th ,, „ ,, 2 10
7th ,, Packets of stamps value 4 O 
8th

9th
10th

Packets of stamps value 
Imperial Album, bound in 
3 vols., No. 8 quality . 
,, 7 „

>, 6  ,,

Any of my readers who intend to compete 
for these prizes can have sample bundles of 
our paper to distribute to their friends free of 
all charge on receipt of a post card stating 
how many copies they can use.

1 hope many subscribers will compete; 
those with a large circle of friends may get 
several dozen subscriptions, but some of the 
smaller prizes may be won with a very small 
number of subscriptions.

D eath  o f M r. D . M . van de H eer

F ro m  the P h ila te lic  R e c o rd  I learn with 
much regret of the death of this well-known 
Dutch collector. l ie was a general collector 
with a good many countries specialized, and 
will be known to many of my readers, as lie 
exhibited in London, Paris, Manchester, 
Berlin, and The Hague, and secured many 

j medals with his collections. He was a 
! most good-natured man, and always very 

willing to help in any philatelic work. I 
remember well that when I was over judg
ing at the Berlin Exhibition, in August, 1904, 
he was well to the fore, and was the life and 
soul of the helpers in that Exhibition. His 
loss at an early age will be mourned by a 
large circle of friends.

The French Perforations of Susse Frfcres
T h e  P h ila te lic  R e c o rd  has an interesting 
article upon the well-known large perfor
ation used by Susse Bros., of Paris, in 1861.

In January, 1861, they issued a circular 
to announce that they would supply stamps 
thus perforated, without increase in price, to 
all who purchased current stamps from 
them.

It is pointed out that genuine perforations 
should only exist on the following shades:—

l c., bronze-green; 5 c., pale green; 10 c., 
yellow-brown ; 20 c., blue ; 20 c., blue on green; 
40c., red-orange; 80c., rose.

Another good test for genuine is said to 
be as follows :—

In genuine the stamp measures 18 mm. 
horizontally between the bottoms of the two 
opposite teeth, and 2ti to 22 mm. vertically. 
Also in genuine the top of the tooth is torn, 
while in the others it is cut straight with 
scissors. In the forgeries the teeth are not 
opposite one another as they arc in the 
genuine.

Our thanks arc due to “ Tcte-bcchc : for 
these and other interesting particulars in 
this article.
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The “ Mann ” Collection of European 
Stamps

T hi s  celebrated collection of unused Euro
pean stamps, in the finest possible condition, 
has now been removed from the sixty large 
Oriel albums, in which it has been housed 
for so many years, into some hundreds of 
small books suitable for sending abroad by 
Registered Letter post.

These books have been arranged in groups 
— the first containing single stamps, the 
second consisting of pairs, blocks of four, 
and in some cases of even larger blocks.

Hooks of stamps of any particular country 
can be sent on approval to collectors of 
really fin e  stum ps ;  s u i i s t a n t i a i . D IS C O U N T S  
will be allowed to those who purchase for 
important amounts.

A Collection of Postage Stamps of India 
H as just been purchased, and has been re
arranged and combined with our stock. 
This collection is strong in the early issues, 
both the Indian prints and those of Messrs. 
De La Rue and Co. I

This book has been rearranged by the ! 
new list that will appear in our 1908 Cata- | 
logue, and which has been based on the | 
Indian handbook recently published by our 
firm.
Ceylon Notes
lx the L o n d o n  P h ila te lis t for November, 
baton Percy dc Worms’ interesting notes 
on the stamps of Ceylon arc continued. He 
fixes the dates of many varieties, gives lists 
of many “ die proofs,” and notes some in
teresting varieties in his brother’s collection.

In noting the 64 c., perf. 14x12$, which 
was not issued, he states that this is the 
first time its existence has been mentioned 
in print. This is not quite exact, as if he 
will refer to our Catalogue, p. 69, note after 
No. 101, he will find this variety given.

In unchronicled varieties he records :—
10 c. on 64 c., perf. 14 x 12$ j a vertical pair, 

imperf. between.
24c., purple-brown, perf. “ barely” 12.
10 c. on 24 c., overprinted in figures, much smaller 

than the issued stamp.
2d., in figures without bar, on the4 c., lilac-rose, 

and 2 c., rose, with “s” in “Cents” inverted.
I r. 50 c. on bleult  paper.

An Interesting Discovery 
lx a somewhat large parcel of old unused 
British stamps 1 bought a few weeks back, 1 
found a few copies of a v e ry  interesting en
velope which I should describe as follows :—  

Small envelope of plain white paper,
4 by 2J inches, flap on right-hand side to 
fold over on to cover.1 On each flap there is 
a mint copy of the id. alack, lightly affixed 
to the flap by the right-hand edge of the 
stamp, the intention being, no doubt, to use 
the small envelopes for visiting cards and to 
seal them down with the adhesive stamp.

Just inside the flap there are the Royal 
Arms in black, and under the Arms the 
following:—

“ N o . 318. M a y  28///, 1840. 
R egistered  by H e n r y  T u c k , 138, A ld e rs ga te  

Street, L o n d o n .
M a n u fa c tu re d  by M a r c  L a  R iv ie re , H a c k n e y."

W e offer the few copies we have of this 
interesting souvenir of the old days at 30s. 
each ; every stamp is perfect and has original 
gum.

Description of New Stock Books arranged
and priced during the last week 

No. 133. G re a t B r i t a in ,  unused. £  1242. 
T h is  is about the best book of unused 
British postage stamps that 1 have priced 
for some years.

It opens with a beautiful lot of mint copies 
of the id. black, a number of singles varying 
from grey to intense black, and also some 
superb blocks of 4, 6, and 9, now becoming 
rare in this condition.

In the imperf. id. red there are some good 
shades, and here I note a fine row of the 
worn plate, several in mint condition. There 
are two of the id. with Archer’s roulette. 
The id. and 2d., Small and Large Crown, are 
well represented in both perfs. and dies; 
among them there are some very rare 
stamps.

Amongst the id. red plate numbers I note 
im p e rf. pairs of plates Nos. 120 and 121, and 
singles of other plates.

There is a nice page of 6d., iod., and is. 
octagons, including good shades.

In the 4d. small letters I note five mint 
copies of the Small and Middle Garters.

In the high-value stamps there is a good 
lot of 5s., including the plate 4 on blue, and 
superbmint copies of the 10s. and^ i “Cross,” 
and 10s. and £ 1  “ Anchor,” and a mint copy 
of that rarity the £ 5  on blue paper.

Throughout the book the plate numbers of 
each stamp are well represented, and the 
later issues are strong in shades and minor 
varieties, such as two copies of the id. lilac, 
printed on both sides, the Ad. and id. with 
“ Pears ” advertisement on back, etc.

Altogether a fine book and well worth in
spection.
W a n te d  to  P u r c h a s e

Any old issues, unused, full gum, and well 
centred. No poor copies are of any use, 
however cheap.
N o. 82. P rin c e  E d w a r d  Is la n d . Value £  171.

This is a little, inexpensive country that is 
much neglected and which I consider is well 
worthy of more attention. The stamps arc 
well printed and artistic, and there are many 
interesting points to clear up in the perfora
tions and in the minor varieties and plate 
flaws.

In this book the “ pence” issue has been
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separated into sets perf. 11, perf. 12, and 
compound.

There is a good lot of the large perf. 9, 
no less than five sets unused and four sets 
used being included.

There is a fine series of stamps on the 
original envelopes, and a few of the rarer 1 
bisected varieties.

W a n te d  to  P u r c h a s e

Unused. Nos. 4 , 6 , 8 , 9.
Used. Nos. 12, 13, 161?.

No. 137. B r it is h  T e le g ra p h  S ta m ps. ,£533.
This book contains a fine lot of the stamps 

of the private telegraph companies which 
were bought out by the Government in 1876; 
among these I note :—

B r it is h  cr» I r is h  M a g n e tic  Te le g ra p h  Co., L d .

is. td., black, on buff paper, value in 
figures.

Two each of the as. on yellow, with red 
and black controls.

E le c t r ic  T e le g ra p h  Co.

1854. The rare is., 2s., and 5s. stamps.
1854-7. is., 2s., and 4s.

1861. Perf. 12. 3d., 2s., 2s. 6d., 4s.
„ „ 12J. is. 6d.

1864. „ 12§. is. fid.
,, ,, 10. 6d.

Directors’ Message. Captain Huish.
S o u th  E a s te rn  R a i l u  ay. 

i860. 9d., is., is. 2d., is. 6d.,2s. 3d., as.gd., 
etc.

In the G o v e rn m e n t Te le g ra p h  Stam ps  
complete sets of the 3d., including the rare 
plates 4 and 5 ; is., green, and is., brown ; 
complete sets, unused, 3s., wmk. Crown; 
1 os. and £ 1 , unused ; also a nice lot of 
imperf. stamps and colour trials.
W a n te d  to  P u r c h a s e

B ritis h  and Iris h  Magnetic Telegraph Co. 
Gibbons’ Nos. I a, 5, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14. 

Electric Telegraph Co.
Nos. 13, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 60,63. 
Directors’ Message stamps for Lord lirassev ami 

Mr. Earle.
London D istrict Telegraph Co.

Nos. 4 and 5.
Submarine 7 'clegrapk Co.

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
United Kingdom  Telegraph Co.

Nos. 1, 10, 14, 13, and 16.

Com m em orative Sticky=Backs
B y  W. WARD

I A M  at last glad to see a champion of 
the Commemorative Sticky-Backs come 
out of the shadow of public opinion, and 

voice praise for them and their patriotic 
advent. 1 allude to the excellent article of 
“ Uncle Tom.”

However, if I had been Old Tom (sorry, 
I meant Uncle— one gets so confused be
tween gin and pawnbrokers), I would have 
used the word “ loyalty ” instead of “ patri
otic.” Nasty-minded people are so apt to 
pull things they don’t agree with to pieces. 
For instance, take this word “ patriotic,” and 
analyze it. “ l'atro ” means “ patronize,” 
which again means to buy, to purchase ; 
“ riotic”— well, the pronunciation does not 
sound well.

I was indeed pleased to see “ Uncle’s ” 
remarks on the Barbados “ Kingston Relief 
Fund” stamps. They are very’ interesting 
stamps, and if they are well named in more 
ways than one (Relieve Collectors’ Spare 
Funds) they make an excellent study for any 
lone and lost specialist— that is, a collector 
on the look-out for new fields of varieties.

I myself have discoveted two varieties (as 
yet) unrecorded by our contemporary E .  W .  
(Apologies, Mr. Ewen ; 1 quite forgot— I 
mean E w e n 's  W e e k ly  S ta m p  N e w s .)

The first is the “ i ” in “ Relief,” which is 
not smudged so nicely as the rest of the 
surcharge.

The other is really a rare variety, for the 
printer has forgotten to dot his “ i’s ”— or 
rather a dot on this same “ i ” in “ Relief.” I 
am sure that “ U  ncle ” never meant to over
look mentioning that beautiful and artistic 
set of Crete Insurrection Stamps of 1905.

These are rarer than many collectors 
think, and are well worth any one’s while to 
take up. Still further, any collector who 
does not already possess any cannot be con
sidered a real philatelist. Most countries, 
when they bring out a new issue, send a copy 
of the stamps to every other country in the 
Universal Postal Union, and are scurvy- 
enough to overprint each with the word 
“ Specimen." Not so our friends in Crete. 
T h e y  sent a  c o m p lim e n ta ry  set to  every 
k n o w n  stam p dealer, n ice ly  po stm a rk ed , in
stead.

In  the near future I expect I shall write an 
exhaustive book on these stamps, which will 
be published by the J.P.S. At present I 
have not quite “ plated ” same.

Another country that interests me is Cut- 
yer-throatia, officially known as Cucuta, in 
the United States of Colombia.
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Labuan and Borneo since the nineties—  
and oh ! by the way, I ’ve just got to hear 
that the Directors of the North Borneo 
Company are in communication with Mr. 
Bernstein. I know I should not repeat tales 
out of school, but as every one is a little tired 
of that ‘‘C o rk” postmark in the corner of 
“ London-used ” Borneos and Labuans, the 
Directors are thinking (after reading my 
friend B.’s able article every week in G . -S'. I V . )  
of creating a little more enthusiasm by insti
tuting numbered postmarks for use on those 
islands and atolls off the mainland.

Mr. Bernstein is to write them up, and 
Messrs. Nissen and Phillips to check them 
from their stock collections.

The Exhibition stamps of the United 
States have always been great favourites 
with me, and it gives me great pleasure in 
informing collectors that a Twentieth Cen
tury Exhibition is to be held in New York 
next year. M y  New York correspondent 
says that a special set of postage stamps 
will be issued. After a great deal of “ drop
ping ” of dime and quarter pieces he has 
secured a scoop before any of the American 
philatelic magazines, and seen the proposed 
illustrations.

The one cent is a fine group of Gibson 
girls ; 2 c., President Roosevelt catching 
Teddy-Bears: 3 c, Mr. Rockefeller offering 
oil and dollars in barter with the Red 
Indians for a new scalp ; 4 c., a beautiful 
picture of Pierpont Morgan surrounded by 
a frame of (white) stars ; 5 c , a scene from 
the Great Winter Trial with a small corner 
inset of the Eternal Question (a reproduc
tion of the world-famous picture of Mrs.

F iu v o lla tn a
B y  “ UNCLE TOM”

A D V IC E S  have reached England of the 
discovery of another inverted swan of 
West Australia. It was in the river 

off Clarke’s P o in t; it had been swimming 
along gracefully enough when suddenly it 
espied mud-worms at the river bottom. In
stantly it inverted itself, feet and tail in the 
air, neck stretched down to the bottom of 
the river. It must have been an interesting 
sight. They say that somewhere about £ 5  
is the intrinsic value of an inverted swan.

The other day I composed an Ode on 
Railways and was very proud of it. It 
began :—

My grandmamma lives near the line,
The engine roars and squeals ;

She waits the clay when trains shall run 
On india-rubber wheels.

I say I was proud of it, until my friend

Thaw by C. Dana Gibson); 10 c , facsimile 
of a tin of the famous Armour (plated) Beef 
showing a scroll containing Government 
guarantee ; 15 c., a map of the United States 
and Great Britain showing a comparison in 
size (lest we forget); 50c., view of New York 
(this stamp is a vertical oblong); 81, George 
Washington and a present-day American 
representing an Allegory of Truth (another 
comparison).

In closing, I must just tell you of another 
projected issue— that of Spain.

The late stamp, showing the portraits of 
K ing Alfonso and Queen Victoria, was so 
well received that the authorities have de
cided to bring out a new series.

M y  informant says the illustrations will 
probably be as follows :—

2 c., Queen of Spain.
5 c., King of Spain, 

ioc., King and Queen.
15 c., Baby Prince.
25 c., Queen and Prince.
50 c., King and Prince.
1 p., King, Queen, and Prince.
5 p., Ace, King, Queen, and Jack.

From appearances it looks as though the 
Postmaster-General of Spain has been col
lecting picture post cards of English actresses 
in different poses.

I have been waiting some time now to see 
the Manx nation cast off the hated English 
rule, elect Hall Caine as Emperor, and issue 
stamps W hy not ? Surely the Isle of Man
is small enough.

[This article seems to us to be “ meant sar
castic,” but rs it is Christmas time and we all 
like a laugh, the editor has passed it for press.)

Smith went one better and showed me 
the following:—

My grandmamma lives near the Strand, 
She’s always buying stamps ;

She packs them in her album tight,
And fastens it with clamps.

Alas ! one day the album bust,
Her bosom wildly heaves ;

She’s seeking now for albums made 
With india-rubber leaves.

The number of varieties 
Is growing by the score ;

She wants an album that will stretch 
And hold ten thousand more.

They say that in America,
When seven men want slumber,

A  bed that holds but two or three 
Will stretch and hold that number.
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They also have an omnibus 
Which, handled with due care,

By stretching can accommodate 
Another passenger.

And so it seemeth unto me 
That in the coming years 

Stamp albums must be made to stretch 
Till further space appears.

Talking about varieties, it’s wonderful 
what some of the colonies could do if they 
tried. Here is a possible list of which one 
colony at least is capable, if it only knew how 
to set to work :—

Issue i. Watermark C C, unsurfaccd paper.
Issue 2. Watermark C C, chalky paper.
Issue 3. Watermark C A, multiple, unsurfaced 

paper.
Issue 4. Watermark CA , multiple, chalky 

paper.
■ Issue 5. Watermark CC, chalky ; stamps in 
unicolour.

Issue 6. Watermark CA, multiple, chalky; 
stamps in unicolour.

Issue 7. Watermark C A, multiple, unsurfaced ; 
stamps in unicolour.

Issue 8. As 7, but in fugitive ink.
Issue 9. The same in non-lugitive ink.
Issue 10. New keyplate.

This list could be stretched still further, 
according to the wit or wisdom of the 
manipulators thereof; indeed, I had worked 
it up to about forty possible different sets 
when Smith reminded me it was always 
kinder to be merciful than otherwise. The 
prospect was inviting, the number of issues 
stretched ahead into infinity, the search had 
all the fascination of a Limerick, but the 
reader will observe this good trait in my 
character, that mercy prevailed. 1 had dis
covered seventy possible varieties— enough 
to wreck the philatelic peace of the world—  
and was obliged to be content.

Smith says this statement is a “ stretcher,” 
but 1 have just silenced him by asking if he 
would like to be carried home on one. I 
declare that india-rubber albums are on the 
horizon; like the motor sewing-machine, 
they are bound to come. But I wish to add—  
Hush 1 don’t you tell the postmaster, or he 
may rush into the variety business headlong, 
and give us a variety entertainment before 
we have provided ourselves with the neces
sary- apparatus with which to deal with the 
flood.

At this point my friend remarks that I 
have failed to take the matter of perforations 
into account, and immediately 1 begin to 
wonder how the good old English perfor
ating machine, that has done such excellent 
work for the Empire, is getting on. It must 
be growing old. It may one day break down, 
and its successor may be a machine capable 
of perforating three ways at once, and mixing

them all up. This would entail further out
lay in india-rubber.

Smith suggests that the perforating 
machine of the future should be provided 
with a button— a button that could be pressed 
twice every minute, thus regulating the width 
of its teeth, and making the gauge anything 
from perf. 7 to perf. 17. A  judicious use of 
such a button would easily multiply the 
number of varieties without giving the print
ers the trouble of thinking them out. We 
should then get a stamp perf. 6^x15* 
next door to another perf. 7^x12-2x13;. 
Think of the value of such a specimen in the 
auction rooms, and think, too, of the impetus 
this diversion would give to the rubber trade. 
Thousands of starving blacks in foreign 
climes, who to-day are languishing for a 
morsel of bread, would then be able to sustain 
their families in affluence.

But it would be a catastrophe for Australia. 
Till now Australia has easily held the field 
in this department against all comers, and 
the multiplying of her varieties a hundredfold 
would spread wholesale confusion through
out that vast continent. Accustomed as she 
is to the atmosphere of a thousand conflict
ing varieties, the strain of this multiplication 
would nevertheless prove too much lor her, 
and she would have to import experts able 
to distinguish the varieties at sight. These 
men might also be useful in assisting or 
controlling such members of her postal staffs 
as might be suffering from confusion of 
the nerve centres of the cranium. Yes, it 
would be bad for Australia.

But this sad circumstance may be balanced 
to some extent by the joy of the specialist. 
This gentleman, whose existence is said to 
be necessary to the welfare of Philately, is 
known to thrive on varieties, and these issues 
would provide him with ample sustenance. 
For the different issues would overlap, per
meate and tunnel through each other, pre
senting miracles of confusion, a rare game 
of hide-and-seek, affording as many varia
tions as an accomplished flute-player can 
get out of “ Home, Sweet Home.”

Yet in those days the general collector 
will badly want some one to tell him what 
are the respectable limits of a simplified 
collection, since the collecting of everything 
as it comes would have to be confined to 
millionaires and men of leisure possessing 
very strong nerves.

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A  grand packet, 

every stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a choice collection in itself.

£ 3 , post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, L td .,
391 Strand , London, W .C .
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Important Prosecution by the 
Inland Revenue JUitboritics
R eproduced by p e rm is s io n  o f  the “ S ta m p  Collectors' F o r t n ig h t ly  ”

A T  Brighton Police Court, on 11 December, 
/-V before Mr. Sendall and Mr. Bevis, Harold 

^  Treherne, 8 llollingbury Terrace, Brigh
ton, was charged by the Commissioners of the 
Inland Revenue, on thirteen counts, with the 
unlawful possession of certain dies. The sum
monses were:—

(1) Having in his possession, on 1 August, a 
certain die for making a fictitious stamp in imita
tion and representation of a stamp for denoting 
the rate of postage in the Transvaal, in contra
vention of Section 7 of the Post Office Protection 
Act, 1884.

(2) A  die for imitating a stamp charged with 
the duty of 6d. for denoting the rate of postage in 
Western Australia.

(3) In respect of a 2d. West Australian stamp.
(4) In respect of a South Australian stamp.
(5) In respect of an Indian stamp charged with 

the duty of £ anna.
(6) In respect of an Indian stamp of 4 annas.
(7) In respect of a stamp of 1 anna Indian 

postage.
(8) For imitating a Victorian stamp charged 

with the duty of 6d.
(9) A  similar charge in regard to a 3d. Victorian 

stamp.
(10) In regard to a id. stamp of Victoria.
(11) For imitating a stamp of Duttia.
(12) In respect of imitating a stamp of St. 

Christopher.
(13) For the imitation of a stamp of Charkari.
Mr. T. C. Simpson prosecuted on behalf of the 

Inland Revenue authorities, and Mr. Peskett 
appeared for the defendant.

Defendant pleaded guilty of having the dies in 
his possession, but not of using them.

The Clerk: You are not charged with using 
them. Have you any reason why they should not 
be taken together?

Defendant: I  should like to say they are all 
obsolete.

Mr. Simpson said that he would like first to 
reply to the defendant’s remark. They had taken 
great trouble in order to find what stamps were 
available for postage at the present time, and they 
had carefully avoided proceeding in regard to any 
stamp which they were not assured, on the high
est authority which could possibly be obtained, 
was available for postage at the present time. 
There were a great number of States and Govern
ments in the world who did not demonetize their 
stamps. This was to say, that although another 
issue of stamps might be made, >et those which 
had been already issued would remain available 
for postage. The consequence was that if any 
one had a stamp a great many years old and put it 
on a letter, it would hear the postage throughout 
the world, wherever the stamp went. He would 
be able to call evidence before them, if necessary, 
to show that undoubtedly all the stampson which 
the charges were lased were available for postage

at the present time. They were very anxious to 
prove that one or two of the stamps were so 
available, and in consequence a direction was 
given that all letters over a short length of time 
coming through the Post Office from a particular 
country should be stopped, and those to whom 
they were addressed were asked to deliver over 
the envelopes, and they could show from the 
actual envelopes that stamps similar to those 
could be printed from some of the dies found in 
the possession of the defendant. He mentioned 
that, as he thought it was necessary to do so, in 
answer to the remark made by the defendant, 
perhaps unfortunately for himself. He would 
have first of all to deal very lightly with what had 
gone before in the case. The case had nothing 
whatever to do with the case which had already 
been before the Court, and which was still sub 
judice, and therefore he did not want in any way 
to touch upon that case, except in so far that it 
was the seizure made in the other case which led 
to these proceedings, and therefore certain details 
would l>e necessary in order to put the case 
properly before the Bench. He would first touch 
on these details, and then put before them very 
carefully the degree of liability and the degree of 
wrong which had been committed by the detendant 
in this case. It appeared that about five years 
ago the defendant was employed as a clerk by 
Messrs. Barnard & Co., money-lenders, of 74 
Ship Street, Brighton. He was there in 1902, 
and after that date he began having these dies 
made ; there were 447 of them seized and he may 
have had others. Having commenced to have 
these dies prepared, he found, presumably, that he 
could perhaps do better for himself, and he went 
in for having overprints made from dies. Some 
of these overprints could not form the subject of 
any charge under the Post Office Protection Act, 
but others of them could. In an incidental way 
the prosecution had one information put before 
the Court, dealing with an overprint, in order to 
show particularly how these overprints sometimes 
amounted to an offence under the particular 
statute. The statute was Section 7 ot the Post 
Office Protection Act of 1884, and lor the greater 
part it referred particularly to the Post Office, and 
contained provisions with regard to the regulations 
which were made by the Postmaster-General or 
under his authority. But Section 7 related to 
postage stamps, and postage stamps in this 
country were all the property of the Commis
sioners of Inland Revenue, and any money paid 
for them formed part of the revenue of the 
country. Section 7 included every stamp that 
could be made by any country in the world for the 
purpose of postage, and therefore these proceed
ings were taken under the authority of the 
Commissioners of Inland Revenue. Section 7 
said “ that a person should not make or know
ingly utter or deal in or sell any fictitious stamp 
or use for any postal purpose any fictitious stamp.'’ 
That part of the section did not apply to the
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present case, but it went on, “  make, or, unless he 
shows a lawful excuse, have in his possession any 
die, plate or instrument or material for making 
any fictitious stamp/’ Then they went on to 
find that a fictitious stamp included any stamp 
for denoting the rate of postage of any of His 
Majesty's Colonies or any foreign country, and 
included even China, although China was not in 
the Postal Union. While dealing with the Act 
he ought to refer to the case of Dickens v. Gill. 
In this case they had the fact of one of the most 
innocent kinds of possession of a die which could 
possibly be imagined. There was no doubt about 
that. Mr. Gill was the proprietor of the Exchange 
and Mart newspaper, and that paper had a 
philatelic supplement, and in order to illustrate 
certain stamps Mr. Gill obtained dies from 
abroad and reproduced them in the paper. A  sum
mons was brought against him under this section, 
ami it was proved that it was the representation 
of a stamp available for postage at that time. 
The magistrate held that there were facts which 
showed the absolute bona fhies of the defendant, 
and that there was a cersainty that he would not 
use the die for any improper purpose, and he said 
further that he did not think at first there was 
evidence of a lawful excuse. As the defendant 
had pleaded guilty he would not go into the 
judgment at length, but in the appeal both Mr. 
Justice Grantham and Mr. Justice Collins held 
that there could be no lawful excuse, except that 
defendant had obtained the authority of the Com
missioners of Inland Revenue to use the dies. 
He nerd hardly say there was no possibility of 
the defendant in this case pleading such lawful 
excuse as that, because he was there acting for the 
Commissioners prosecuting him for having these 
things in his possession.

The Magistrates’ Clerk: You might read a short 
note of that case.

Mr. Simpson : “ The defendant had in his pos
session certain dies and instruments for making 
fictitious stamps for the purpose of illustrating 
stamps in black and white upon the pages of the 
Illustrated Stamp Supplement, a newspaper in
tended for sale to stamp collectors and others. 
Held that the same was in contravention of 
Clause 7 of the Post Office Protection Act, 1884, 
which enacts that a person shall not make, or, 
unless he shows lawful excuse, have in his pos
session any die, plate or material for the making 
of any fictitious stamp, and that the defendant 
had no lawful excuse for having such die in his 
possession.” It was proved by the judgment that 
it was absolutely impossible lor a man to plead 
lawful excuse for having such a die in his posses
sion unless he had got the permission of the Inland 
Revenue, and as, in the case now before them, 
the defendant was being prosecuted by the Inland 
Revenue, it was clear that he had no lawful 
excuse, and that there was no possible means of 
making a defence. After the defendant left the 
firm of Barnard & Co., he began to obtain 
different dies, and made stamps and also forged 
different letters, and he traded in a great number 
of different names at different addresses. He 
traded as H. Treheme, 6 Osborne Road, Preston 
Park ; the American Stamp Co., 38 Bond Street, 
Brighton; H. Horden, 38 Bond Street, Brighton; 
F. Morton, 19 Cross Street, H ove; R. Newman, 
29 Bristol Road, Brighton; R. Newman, 2

Grand Parade, Brighton; G. Arnold, 3 Russell 
Square, Brighton; A. West, 130 London Road, 
Brighton ; and C. Melville, 6 Cranborne Street, 
Brighton. These were places at which letters 
were addressed to him, and he had lived at one 
or two of them. Defendant excited the suspi
cion of the Stamp Traders’ Association, and they 
laid a trap for him, into which he fell, and in 
consequence of that a warrant was obtained, and 
Superintendent Wood went to his house and said 
he would like to see what he had got in the 
house. Defendant handed him the key, and 
told him he would find all he wanted in a certain 
room, and there Wood found and seized a large 
amount of dies and material. It was about the 
largest stamp factory he had ever heard of in (he 
country. It had been suggested in the case that 
defendant had some one behind him in this 
matter, but having read through a good deal of 
themass of correspondence found in the defendant’s 
room, he (Mr. Simpson) found that defendant 
was the man who first of all ordered certain 
zincographers in London to make these dies. He 
would read one or two of these letters to show 
the kind of thing he did. It might have been 
that the defendant was engaged in this business 
before 1902, but at any rate he early became pro
ficient in the art. On 24 February, 1902, there w as 
a letter from the Excelsior Traders’ Supply Co., 
of Farringdon Street, London, addressed to the 
defendant at 6 Osborne Road, Preston Park, as 
follows: “ We have put your zinco in hand, and 
will take the utmost care of your copy. Refer
ring to the dies, can you send us one stamp as a 
copy, so that we may quote you more definitely ?” 
On 28 February, 1902, there was a letter from the 
same people with reference to an invoice for one 
zinco plate; and on 15 March, 1902. the Com
pany wrote: “ We congratulate you on your 
success in mastering the art of printing. The 
stamp you send seems to us a perfect reproduc
tion." It was necessary for him to show that the 
dies found in the defendant’s possession were first 
obtained by him, but he had letters which showed 
that different London zincographers warned him 
that he was doing that which was wrong; 
and he had a letter from one firm which refused 
to go on making any more. It was neces
sary to quote this to show that the de
fendant had warning, and that the whole 
blame as to what happened subsequently must rest 
upon himself. On 7 March, i9o2> the same 
people wrote: “  We note your remarks re stamps, 
and will be careful not to show them to customers 
or strangers,”  On 25 March, 1902, the same 
people wrote : “  We have been making inquiries 
re dies, and London firms decline absolutely to 
have anything to do with them. We are also 
advised that a liability rests on us for supplying 
the zincos, and we must decline further order*. 
We regret to take this step, but we cannot afford 
to risk our reputation.”  Defendant wrote t<> 
them, but the firm again refused the order; then 
there were a number of letters from Mr. Scriven, 
of Farringdon Street, and on 2 November he 
wrote to the defendant that he had just heard it 
was illegal to copy stamps so exactly, and so re
turned them. On 5 November, 1903, he 
wrote : “  Will proceed if you are sure there is no 
liability.”  He had also a great number of bill> 
from different zincographers, which tended to



G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y 4 1 1

show clearly that defendant was the person who 
got these zincos made; and that he had had 
warning and took no notice* but still went on 
getting them made. He now came to the point 
of what kind of offence had been committed. It 
was an offence which was an international 
matter. Some years ago, before the Act of 1884 
was passed, a Convention was held and the 
Postal Union was formed, and by that Union all 
the principal States of the world contracted to 
protect the stamps of each country. That con
tract had to be from time to time renewed, and 
the last Convention was held at Rome in 1906, 
and he had a copy of the agreement which was 
printed for His Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
Article 18 read: “  The contracting parties under
take to adopt or to propose to their respective 
legislatures all necessary measures for punishing 
the fraudulent use of counterfeit jxjstage stamps 
or stamps already issued. They also undertake 
to adopt or to propose to their respective legisla
tures the necessary measures for prohibiting and 
repressing the fraudulent manufacture, sale, or 
distribution of embossed and adhesive stamps in 
use in the postal service, offered or committed in 
such a manner as to Vie mistakable for the em
bossed or adhesive stamps used by the adminis
tration of any one of the contracting countries.”  
It would be seen, therefore, that these proceed
ings were only reciprocal proceedings, similar to 
proceedings which were being taken for the pro
tection of the English (iovernment by foreign 
nations. In Germany a short time ago, a number 
of dies were seized and people were prose
cuted, and an attempt was made to prosecute at 
Turin, but the man escaped They were bound, 
therefore, not only to prosecute, but to communi
cate to foreign Governments the result of any 
prosecution made. A good deal of delay had 
occurred in this case, owing to the numerous 
inquiries which had been made, in order to make 
assurance doubly sure as to the stamps for which 
some of the dies were made lreing obsolete, and 
Mr. Hatswell, from the Post Office, was prepared 
to give evidence on this matter. He was prepared 
to deal with a great number of the dies seized in 
this case, if necessary, and would be able to say 
that he had in his possession evidence from the 
authorities themselves, sent through the Postal 
Union to him, to show that these stamps were 
available for postal purposes. It was on that 
evidence that Mr. Hatswell acted himself, be
cause such stamps not only franked letters from 
the country of issue to the country of delivery, 
but they also franked the letters from the port at 
which they were received in Great Britain to the 
places to which they were addressed, and when a 
question arose as to whether these stamps were 
correct, Mr. Hatswell was the person to whom it 
was referred, and he had in his possession at 
the Post Office a large collection of stamps of 
the countries within the Postal Union, whose 
stamps were of course available for postal pur
poses. Not only that, but it was laid down in 
this Convention that it was the duty of each of 
the contracting bodi<s to send to the other parties 
in the Convention all stamps as they were 
brought out, and also the information as to 
whether previous issues were demonetized or not. 
At the same time, there were stamps which, 
while out of date, yet came through occasionally

for postal purposes, although probably they were 
morevaluable for stamp-collecting purposes. Mr. 
Simpson proceeded to deal with twosheets of prints 
from dies found in the possession of the defendant, 
such prints numbering in all seventy-nine. He 
explained that the first twelve were of French 
stamps ranging from 1 to 30 centimes, but 
which were not used by the French Government in 
the ordinary way.for postal purposes at the present 
tim e: they were used by the officials of the 
Post Office in order to ask for a greater amount 
of postage than was put on a letter. They did 
not form the subject of proceedings in the pre
sent case. Nos. 13, 14, and 15 were all frauds 
of Datia stamps, of the years 1899-1906, 1897, 
and 1893. Datia was a Native State which had 
the right to use stamps within its own territory. 
Some were worded “ Datia” and some “ Duttia,” 
and it would he a great difficulty to say which it 
really should be called. Nos. 16 and 17 he had 
not inquired into. No. 18 was the stamp of 
Bund), another Indian State, and No. 19 of 
Las Bela, 1904. Nos. 20, 21, and 22 were 
stamps of Kishengarh, of thedateof 1899-1902, 
and No. 23 was a \ anna 1904 Charkart stamp, 
which was actually in use at the present time. 
In regard to that he should say they had not 
only the die itself, but they had a consider
able numl>er of stamps which had been taken 
from the die. The Bench would notice that the 

was a removable piece, and other amounts 
could be put in. Nos. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, and 
29 were all French stamps, and they had just 
heard from France that they were all available 
for postage at the present time. There were, 
however, no proceedings in respect of these. 
Nos. 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 were Greek stamps, 
the dates of the first two being 1861-82, of the 
next three 1886-9, and they were all demonetized. 
No. 35 was an 1892 one penny Cook Islands 
Federation; he was not quite sure that Mr. 
Hatswell could tell how ihat stood. It was 
rather a curious stamp, and they could take it as 
l>eing demonetized. No. 36 was a Cretan 1898 
stamp, which was very peculiar, and he was 
afraid to speak of it. No. 37 was an 1862 6d. 
Victoria, No. 38 an i860 3d. Victoria, and No. 
39 an l86f id. Victoria. The Victorian Govern
ment never demonetized their stamps, and the 
consequence was that however old the issue, it 
was always available for postal purposes. No. 40 
was a South Australia 1902 stamp, and it would 
l>e noticed that it w as a key stamp, which meant 
that different values could he put in. No. 41 was a 
key stamp— a 10s. 1895-6 South African Republic, 
and was a similar stamp to No. 75. No. 42 was 
a 10 centime, 1891, Madagascar stamp, and was 
in issue. The French (iovernment had just in
formed them that they did not demonetize their 
stamps. No. 43 was a $d. 1885 Trinidad, and 
No. 4 4  an 8d. 1885 Trinidad, and these could 
only be used by postal officials for obtaining more 
postage on a letter than it was stamped with. 
No. 45 was an 1870 St. Christopher, and was 
another key stamp. It was available for postage 
at the present time, and there was a special Act 
passed with regard to the stamp which he had in 
court. No. 46 was a Toliago 1880 key stamp, 
and he could not say anything definite about that. 
No. 47 was an 1892 id. Grenada, available for 
postage. No. 48 an 1896 one anna Uganda,
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and Nos. 49, 50, and 51 were Italian stamps, 
which were all demonetized. He might say they 
would have taken proceedings in regard to the 
French stamps had the French Post Office in* 
formed them earlier. Nos. 60 and 61 were l£62 
2 cent and 4 cent British Guiana, No. 62 an 1852 
4 cent British Guiana, and No. 65 an 1863 6 
cents British Guiana. No. 64 was an 1854 India 
h anna. No. 65 an 1854 India I anna, and No. 66 
an India 1854 4 anna, and these they were pro
ceeding on. No. 67 was an 1892 2jd. Cook 
Islands F'ederation. No. 68 was an 1S57 2d. 
West Australian, and No. 69 an 1857 6d. West 
Australian, and these they were proceeding on. 
No. 70 was an overprint Orange River Colony, 
No. 71 an overprint Cyprus, No. 72 an 1892 over
print Benin, and No. 73 an 1892 overprint 
Ol>ock. They did not come into the proceedings, 
but they were overprints for making one stamp 
into another, and were therefore instruments for 
making stamps.

Mr. Peskett: We are charged with possession. 
We do not want to go into all the history of the 
stamp world. It is very interesting, no doubt.

Mr. Simpson said he was explaining what the 
points were. No. 75 was a Transvaal, 1895-6, 2d. 
stamp, in regard to which they were taking pro
ceedings, and that could only now be used with 
the overprint ‘ , V .R .I.,‘ They had had a great 
number of these through the post, and they had 
found in defendant's possession a number of 
blocks of “ V .R .I."

Mr. Peskett: That is not the subject of the 
charge.

Mr. Simpson said the section dealt with dies 
or instruments for printing fictitious stamps. O f 
course, they could have five or six dies or instru
ments for printing one stamp, and what he was 
saying w as that this was capable of being used for 
postage purposes at the present time with the 
letters '* V.K.I.*' printed upon it.

Mr. Peskett: Are we being charged with the 
stamp “ V .R .I.” ?

Mr. Simpson: Certainly. We are charging 
you with having instruments for the purpose of 
printing these stamps.

The Magistrates’ Clerk : It is not available for 
postage purposes in its present form ?

Mr. Simpson said that it was so. In a number 
of cases the stamps were printed in different 
colours. They had one die which printed one 
colour and another die which printed the colour 
round it, and all these were instruments for print
ing the stamps. The Transvaal stamp shown on 
the paper was not complete as it stood, but they 
were not dealing at the moment with the stamp, 
but with the die, and these dies were instruments 
for printing fictitious stamps.

The C lerk: Does it Income a fictitious stamp 
until it is completed ?

Mr. Simplon: No.
The C lerk: And is this stamp completed ?
Mr. Simpson: No.
Mr. Peskett said the defendant was charged 

with being in possession of a die for making a 
fictitious stamp, but his friend said they could not 
make a fictitious stamp with this particular die.

Mr. Simpson said that any one could see that 
they might have to use a thousand dies for 
making one complete stamp, but if a person had 
in his possession any one of the dies, then he was

guilty of being in possession of a die used for 
making a fictitious stamp. No. 78 print was 
a Duttia stamp sold by the Duttia Post Office 
at the present lime, and No. 79 was a prim 
of the seal of the potentate of Duttia which 
would have to be printed over the No. 78 
print to make it available for postal purposes. 
They found the paper on which such stamps were 
printed in the defendant’s possession, and No. 79 
was the print of a Duttia postmark. Their 
object haa been to select a certain number of 
stamps to bring before the Court, showing the 
business which was done, and therefore they had 
put in Nos. 78 and 79 on the sheet. They 
could have brought the charge in the case of 
No. 78 clearly, because under the section they 
could charge the person in possession of paper for 
stamp priming with having in his possession 
material, and they could charge a person having 
a printing-press in his possession as having an 
instrument, and types set up for printing could 
be dealt with as an instrument, and in the same 
way they could deal with ink as a material. How
ever, it was not necessary to do that. All they 
wanted to charge him with was in respect of the 
dies, and then they could bring before the Court 
the materials, and so on, m order to show that he 
had not got these dies merely as a curiosity for a 
museum, or anything of that kind, but for the 
purpose of printing the stamps which were shown, 
and which could be printed with these dies, and 
which were stamps available for postage at the 
present time. If these stamps had been English 
Post Office stamps, the defendant would not have 
been subject to the mere penalty of £20 on each 
of the informations, but he would have lieen 
charged with felony. As they happened to be 
foreign starr>|>s, he was charged under the Post 
Office Protection Act, and was subject to a fine; 
but in regard to the amount of penalty which 
might be inflicted, he would point out that the 
delendant had acted towards Foreign Powers and 
Colonies in precisely the same way that he would 
have acted towards the English Government if 
the dies were those of English stamps. There
fore it was a very serious thing indeed, and the 
Government were bound to take such steps as 
they could to prosecute in this matter, and they 
were bound to report to the Governments and the 
Colonies concerned exactly what the results of 
those prosecutions were, and to show that they 
had been doing their best to bring matters home 
to the defendant. As he had said, Italy and 
Germany had done the same thing for Great 
Britain, and it was the duty laid down in the 
Convention of Rome that every Power belonging 
to the Postal Union was bound to take these 
steps where any person was found in possession of 
these dies dealing with Colonies or foreign coun
tries. There were 447 of these dies, and a great 
number were available for postal purposes, 
and it was perfectly clear that defendant had not 
got them for a lawful purpose but for a very 
improper purpose indeed. He wished to explain 
to the Court that the reason they had brought 
thirteen charges against the defendant, instead of 
lumping them together into one, was in order to 
bring the whole case very carefully before them, 
and to show foreign countries that they had done 
their duty in this matter. They thought it right 
to put before the Court thirteen informations, so
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that they could see exactly what this itaan had 
been doing. They had letters in their possession 
showing what the defendant had been doing in 
the matter and that, in regard to these Indian 
stamps, he had offered them-----

Mr. Peskett (interrupting): My friend has 
gone on long enough. That is not the charge; 
the charge is that we are in possession of these 
dies.

Mr. Simpson said that the importance of the 
case was that he should bring before the Court 
not merely that the defendant had the dies, but 
that he had the dies for a particular purpose, and 
if the Court did not want to hear what that pur
pose was he would not go into it any further. 
The defendant had the dies, and the Court, he 
took it, must consider for what purpose he had 
them, just in the same way that a jury would, 
what the purpose was for such possession and 
what the gravity of the offence was. One per
son might have the dies and be dealing with them 
very differently from another person. One per
son, as was the case with Mr. Gill, might have 
the dies for a very innocent purpose, while 
another person might have the dies for a purpose 
which was not innocent. Those were questions 
which the magistrates must take into consider
ation, and he felt that he would be perfectly right 
in going into the fact that the defendant had 
sold stamps in great quantities. lie  would not, 
however, go further into that subject.

Superintendent Wood, of the Brighton Police, 
was called and produced a number of the dies 
found in the possession of the defendant on 
i August. He said that defendant told him 
they were in his room, and gave him the key of 
the room. Subsequently witness handed the dies 
to Mr. Dewhurst, of the Inland Revenue.

Mr. Timothy Dewhurst, Inland Revenue 
Officer, proved receiving the dies from the last 
witness on 21 October. He initialled the dies on 
the back for identification.

Mr. John Laker, Superintendent of Stamping 
at Somerset House, deposed to having printed 
the sheets of reproductions which had been 
handed to the Court from dies which were found 
in the defendant's possession.

The Court adjourned at this stage.
On reassembling, Superintendent Wood was 

recalled and produced type of the letters 
“ V .R .I .,’* which were seized at the defendant's 
premises, and also proved having gone through 
the letters and bills referred to in Mr. Simpson’s 
opening speech.

Mr. Dewhurst, recalled, produced a quantity of 
printing paper and different coloured inks found 
on the defendant’s premises.

Mr. Peskett said he formally objected to all 
this evidence, on the ground that they were 
charged with the one offence of having the dies 
in their possession.

Mr. Simpson : This is to show the purpose for 
which they are used.

Mr. Peskett: That is not the point.
Mr. Simpson : If that is not the point, then the 

possession by a peison for an improper purpose 
would be no worse than the possession by a 
person for an innocent purpose.

Mr. Peskett: Defendant has pleaded guilty, 
and therefore that cannot apply.

The Magistrates' Clerk : 1 le has pleaded guilty

of having a die in his possession for making a 
fictitious stamp.

Mr. Peskett: I say you have no right to put in 
a lot of evidence which has nothing to do with 
the charge.

Mr. Simpson : It could not fail to be surround
ing evidence with regard to this particular case.

Mr. Robt. W. Hatswell said he was a clerk in 
the Secretary’s Department of the General Post 
Office, and all communications from foreign 
Governments, with reference to such things as 
demonetization of any of their stamps, came to 
him in his department.

Mr. Peskett raised an objection to the wit
ness's evidence.

Mr. Simpson said the question was whether 
these stamps had been demonetized. When Tre- 
herne was asked if he pleaded guilty, he said that 
these stamps could not be used for postal pur
poses. He was going to prove that they could be 
so used.

Mr. Peskett said he had pleaded guilty, and he 
could not see why the prosecution wanted to go 
on proving these things in this way.

Mr. Simpson : It is important to show that all 
these blocks can be used.

The Magistrates’ Clerk: Is it not sufficient to 
prove that by the officer who is here? If Mr. 
Peskett objects, then he is entitled to ask the 
officer how he knows that it is so.

Mr. Peskett: I think it a waste of time under 
the circumstances.

The Clerk (to witness): With regard to Nos. 
77, 69, 68, 40, 64, 66, 65, 37, 38, 39. 45, 23, and 
75, are they all dies which are capable of being 
used for printing stamps which are now available 
for postal purposes?

Witness : They all are.
Mr. Peskett: Look at No. 23. Would you believe 

that was a genuine stamp?— This is a Charkari 
stamp, and that is a Native State of India, and 
stamps so issued do not prepay postage on letters 
coming out of that State, so that as a clerk in 
the Post Office, letters with stamps of that kind 
would not come before me.

Take No. 38. Would that deceive you as to 
its being a real stamp?— It would.

Have you ever seen a real one?— This is an 
old issue.

Have you ever seen a real one?— I have not. 
On the face of it, if I were a sorter sorting 
letters, and that came on a letter from Australia, I 
should not hesitate to pass it. I mean the sorter 
would take it as a genuine stamp. I know the 
Government of Victoria do not demonetize their 
stamps, so that if a stamp comes to England on 
a letter and has been passed by the Victorian 
Government, I would let it go.

Are there any stamps in these thirteen in regard 
to which the information has been laid which 
would not deceive you?— No, If these stamps 
were on letters coming to this country I would 
take it for granted that they were good stamps.

Have you heard of collectors* collections of fic
titious stamps?— I do not collect stamps.

You know there are people who collect fictitious 
stamps ?— I cannot say.

You have never heard of anybody in the habit 
of collecting fictitious stamps?— No.

Are they not advertised and sold in Italy?— I 
cannot say.
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Have you ever seen a catalogue of what are 
called imitations?— 1 think I do remember, years 
ago, seeing a catalogue of that kind.

The Clerk: If one of these fictitious stamps 
were bought in Italy and put on a letter ami sent 
to this country, would it deceive the Post Oftice?—  
Undoubtedly.

Re-examined by Mr. Simpson, witness said 
that the German Government had lately taken 
proceedings in respect of some of these imitation 
stamps, and the Italian and every Government 
were bound by the Convention to take such pro
ceedings. Me had in his possession documents 
received from foreign countries on the subject.

Mr. Simpson said the documents could be pro
duced for the Bench, but must not be shown to 
any one else.

The Clerk : We cannot look at anything which 
the defendant cannot look at.

Mr. W. Percy Barnsdall, Director of Stanley 
Giblrcns, Ltd., said he was editor of the Cata
logue issued by that company. He had stamps 
in his possession similar to all the prints which 
were on the sheet and which formed the subject 
of the charge.

Mr. Simpson : May I ask you if they are good 
imitations or representations of these stamps?—  
Exceedingly good.

With regard to these two stamps of Duttia and 
Charkari, are you able to say these are the 
stamps sold in those two States at the present 
time?— Yes, we have received some recently. We 
hive bought them from the Post Office.

Further questioned, witness examined the dies 
found in defendants possession, and the sheet con
taining the prints, and said the latter were un
doubtedly pulls from the dies, and in his opinion 
would deceive the Post Office officials. Witness 
also stated that he had examined the ]>aper found 
in defendants possession, and indicated the one 
on which the Charkari stamps would be printed.

Mr. Simpson: Who is the greatest authority 
on Indian stamps you know of in the world?— 
Major Evans. He is one of the finest phila
telists in the world.

Major Edward Evans was called, and in answer 
to Mr. Simpson said he had made a great study 
of Indian and other stamps, and he corroborated 
what the last witness had said. The Duttia and 
Charkari dies were representative of the stamps 
now in use, or what were in use a few months 
ago.

Mr. Peskett: I take it that they would not 
deceive you?— No.

Mr. Simpson : Would they deceive you at first 
glance?— I should have to look at them.

Do you think they would deceive a Post Office 
official?— I should think they probably would.

Are they good representations?— They are.
Mr. Peskett, addressing the Bench for the de

fendant, said there was no doubt blocks were 
found in his possession, and he had advised him 
to plead guilty. He did not think the case would 
have lasted the considerable time it had, and he 
felt that there was no necessity for labouring the 
matter as it had been laboured simply for the 
purpose of prejudicing the case against his client. 
There were one or two facts he would like to 
refer to. They would probably remember that 
some time ago the defendant was arrested for sell
ing an album containing a collection of about 6000

stamps, and he was charged with the fact that 
there weie about fifteen of them which were 
fictitious. After many hearings the defendant 
vs as committed for trial, and it was known by the 
prosecution from the start, and was known to the 
Inland Revenue, that they were simply fighting 
a shadow and not the people they would un
doubtedly have liked to have seen in the slock. 
The defendant was approached and asked if he 
was prepared to give information, and in conse
quence the case was adjourned until the next 
Sessions. Well, they had given every information 
that lay in their power which was in their posses
sion. When the case was befoie the Sessions, 
one of the strongest facts brought against the de
fendant was that these dies were found in his pos- 

I session. It was true that he was not charged 
with that, but it was a fact w hich must affect the 
Recorder when the case came on. His friend 
had thought fit to practically bring the whole of 
defendant’s career into court. 11 is friend had 
lead a letter written to the defendant in 1902, but 
at that date the defendant was fifteen years of age 
and had just left school, and Mr. Simpson must 
be satisfied that a boy like that was not his own 
master and was acting at the dictation of some 
one else.

Mr. Simpson : We felt satisfied to the contrary.
Mr. Peskett : At the age of fifteen it seemed 

maive.lousthata lad would have such information 
with regard to stamps as was alleged the defend
ant had. At any rate, they had given the in
formation, and therefore he did think the Inland 
Revenue might have at least waited until after 
the Sessions to see what course the Recoider 
might have taken. They knew' fully well the 
deiendant had only been the tool of some one else, 
and they were in possession of the information. 
They had waited five months before taking those 
prosecutions, and surely they might have waited 
another month and seen what course the Recorder 
would lake. When Mr. Simpson was opening 
the case, he began to wonder what really his 
client was charged with. It had been described 
as an international offence, but it was an offence 
for which the utmost penalty which could be in
dicted was a fine of ,£20. His client had un
doubtedly suffered seriously. He bad been led 
away by different men, and he would ask the 
Bench to consider that he had lieen out of work 
six months. He had only a mother with a small 
income, and he did hope therefore the Bench would 
take an extremely lenient view of the case, lie- 
cause, after all, they must remember that the 
prosecutors had succeeded in putting an end to 
this business. That, he took it, was the real 
object, as they could not have any vindictive 
feeling against his client. He had thought of 
applying for an adjournment until after the 
Sessions, but his client told him that in almost 
every country there were those stamps which were 
known as faked stamps and were sold as faked 
stamps, and he produced a catalogue from Italy 
showing that they sold those stamps to schools 
for collections. Schools could not have the real 
stamps, and so they had fictitious stamps. Had 
the warrant lieen executed one day before it was 
there would not have been a stamp found in his 
client’s possession, hut, unfortunately, they were 
seized. Whether they were seized legally or not 
was a fact which he had raised before, lie  did
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ask the Bench, in all sincerity, to consider that 
this was a young man of only twenty, and if he 
were dealt with lightly he would have a chance of 
redeeming his character and a chance of obtaining 
a situation.

Mr. Simpson said that six months was all the 
time the authorities had to prosecute within, and 
a great deal of time had been taken up in com
municating with foreign countries. They left the 
prosecution as late as they possibly could.

Mr. Peskett: You could have brought five or 
six charges and not thirteen.

Mr. Simpson said the Inland Revenue felt that 
unless they brought a round dozen it would not 
l>e sufficient for the gravity of the offence.

The Clerk : Could they not all have gone into 
one summons?

Mr. Simpson said they could, but they felt that 
if they didn’t multiply the summonses, it would 
be simply a matter of a ^20 fine, and they wanted

to show that this thing was being done almost 
wholesale.

The Chairman pointed out that the Recorder 
had remanded the defendant for sentence to the 
next Sessions, which would be held about 4 
January.

Mr. Simpson said they thought it better to deal 
with this case at once.

After consultation in private the magistrates 
decided to convict on the first summons, and in
flicted a penalty of ̂ 15  and costs or one month’s 
imprisonment. On the other summonses they 
ordered defendant to pay the costs or seven days’ 
imprisonment on each, to run concurrently.

Air. Peskett asked for time, and pointed out 
that the penalty would fall on the boy’s mother.

The Bench granted fourteen days for payment, 
and fixed the costs and penalty together at 
£23 os. 6(1.

Deio Issues
By FRAN K PH ILLIPS

I should be most grateful i f  readers would help me by furnishing the earliest possible information concerning 
issues o f  stamps, ntw or projected, i f  possible a specimen should be sent, which witI be returned at once i f  
desired, together with stamp fo r  postage;  or to readers subscribing direct, their tubscription will be lengthened by 
one number fo r  each penny fa c e  value and postage. Any official information or notices will also be welcome.

F R A N K  P H IL L IP S ,  3 9 1  S tran d , London, W .C.

Austria. —  C ham pion's B u lle tin  (25.11.07) 
chronicles the 6 h., without bars of varnish, per
forated 9 x 12 .

No shiny bars. Per/, compound o f  13 and q, 9J.
Unused. Used. 

s. d, s. d.
6 h., o ran ge ............................. «— —

Colombia. —  Cham pion’'s  B u lle tin  (25.11.07) 
reports receipt of the perforated 2 c. of the 1902-3 
issue, in red, instead of black on rose. It will be 
No. 356a in the Catalogue.

1902-3. Perf. tij, xa.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
2 c., re d .....................................— —

Cucuta.— Cham pion's B u lle tin  (25.11.07) re
ports two new colours in the 1905 issue on white 
paper: 50 c., red, and 1 p., black.

White pafer, Intpcrf,
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. U.
50 c., r e d ............................. — —
1 p., b l a c k ............................. — —

G reat Britain.— “ Our old friend Cornelius 
Wrinkle, whose sage remarks we always read with 
interest, draws attention in The J'ostage Stam p  to 
the fact that under the present conditions of the 
Universal Postal Union all stamps used for inter
national correspondence must have their values 
indicated in Arabic numerals; a very sensible 
rule. But when he goes on to state that of our 
current series the £d. and is. ‘ alone* will 
require alteration, we are unable to agree with 
him. The domestic id. stamp we always have at 
hand, and we can find no trace upon it of a value 
in numerals; the current 6d. we iielicve is equally 
destitute of the required indications. It seems 
evident that Mr. Wrinkle Hoes not specialize in 
Great Britain.”— M on thly J o u rn a l (30. t l.  07).
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Liberia.— Mr. H. H. Newman has shown a 
copy of the 20 c., red, of ihe 1901 issue, with the 
overprint o r d i n a r y  double. The normal stamp 
is No. 126 in the Catalogue.

o  s

ORDlSMtff

Overprinted in black. 

ao c., red . .

ORDINARY double.
Unused. Used. 

s. tl. s. (i.

N e w  South W a le s .— Mr. H. K. Cohen has 
very kindly sent us a copy of the current id., 
carmine, watermarked Crown and A, showing a 
distinct double impression; similar details in 
both impressions are separated by about a quarter 
of a millimetre.

Wittk. Crown and A. Per/. tax t i 4. Double impression.
Unused. Used. 

s. d, s. d.
id ., carmine (Die II) —  —

The Australian Philatelist ( 1 . 1 1 . 0 7 )  lists the 
is. watermark Crown and double-lined A, per
forated 11, and also the 6d. on single-lined A 
paper, in an orange-red shade. Our contemporary 
also stales that “ the id. (carmine) plate is either 
showing signs of wear or has met with an acci
dent, as the scroll ornament on the right-hand 
side of the stamp in the top right corner of the 
upper half-sheet (under the black numbers) is 
missing.”

Wmk, Crown and & . Pet/. 11.
Unused. Used.

S . d .  S. d .
is., p u r p l e ........................... —  —

Wmk. Cro'.vn and A. Per/. 12 x 11J.
6d,, orange-red . . . .  — —

Orange River Colony.— We read in Eweu's 
Weekly Stamp News (7.12.07) that the 4d. was 
issued on multiple, unsurfaced paper about

Wmk. Multiple Crown C  A. Ordinary paper.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
4d., scarlet and sage.green . . —  —

Santander.— In Champion's 8ulletin{25.11.07) 
a 5 c., black, and a 20 c., black, of the 1905 
issue are chronicled.

20 c.

Tasm ania.— Mr. W. A. Weymouth informs 
us that the 2d. stamp, wmk. Crown and double- 
lined A, is known to him perforated 124 com
pound with 12. This is similar to the id. de
scribed in our issue of 30 November.

Wmk, Croton and Xt- Per/. 12} compound with 12. 
2d., p u r p l e ........................... —  —

Victoria.— Tke Australian Philatelist (1.11,07) 
chronicles the is., perf. 11, with the watermark 
Crown over double-lined A.

Wmk. Crown a n d P e r /  it. 
is., o r a n g e ........................... —

Printed by W. Brandon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London,W.C.
28 December, 1907.
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BARGAINS IN
PACKETS OF STAMPS

C O S T A  R IC A
1 9 0 3 . T y p e  3 0 ,  o v e rp rin te d  

w ith  T y p e  0  8 . in  g re e n .
% c., black and vermilion (No. 252).

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
Post~frt*>

No. A, . .
7. xoo, all differeat . * *■1^7.
8. xoo »  rarer • 5 I
9. 200 rare • 5 1

08. goo o > n 4 X
87. 1000 •
68. *500 t ii • • 35 0 .
SB. 3000 H * to 0
69a. jooo ; . .  .. 17c 0
69b . Spoof1' < ‘ a to 0

5 s .  p o s t - f r e e .

1 9 0 3 . A s  a b o v e , 
b u t s u r c h a r g e  in v e rte d .

i t ,  black and vcrinilion (No. 252a).

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
T O * .  p o s t - f r e e ;  ■

i3 -U il  • '•?/•*■Mffela. rtampa ta F1HB
ew am en ran m  u AiiM  an tasst-nhu-
o tfin d  b y  any tta a p  d ts itr ..

: S .R ^ -T hP »u p p ljr -of th« nboaro t a i ^ - S n M ,  
o id m  wilt eaeeuted in sulct roi&^on.

IONBON: 5 TArfLEV XSIB5 0 N5  LIMITED
' H E A D  O W K S E l  S »1 S T R A N D , TX>NDON, W .C .

_ . w a w , . o i a a Q a a .  i N ^ ^ ^ T g ^ i ^ . gfflA pWAV-
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Liberia. Mr. II. I*. Newman ha- show n a 
c»pv of the 20 c.. m l, of the 1001 i.-Mie. with the 
overprint • miu \ \kv double. The 1i1.rn.al -{amp 
i- No. I Jo in the Cat.domie.

?o . r«-i. .

O S  

o r . D i s . u f t

r  ius-»-*r I ’sod.

N ew  South W ales. Mr. li. I .  ̂ <'I1011 ha- 
\vr\ kilidlv -en: 1* a c<>p\ of ihe cuirciil hi., 
ea 11 uiMe. n avim.ii kt-- • ( r* >\\ ei ana A. .-howino a 
11i»r.in 1 ■! double iniprc—i-»n : -imil.n de-ad- in 
both imn>»iuib .!>" -epa rated by about a tpiarter 
«-\ a mill.n.. ; .

Unu-cd. Used. 
<t. s. <t.

Tk .1/1 .7 / (1.1 1.1 >7) lists the
I -. watumaik t'lown and double lined A. per
forated 11. and ako the 6d. on -in^ledined A 
pa pet, in an oran^e-ied -hade. 1 Hu eouUrm)<• >i ary 
al-«> -ta!e-that “ the id. carmiiuu plate is cither 
bln-wino -i-n- of wear or ha- met with an acci
dent, a- tiie scroll ornament on the rijjht hand 
side of the -lamp in the lop rijjht corner ol the 
it]>pei h.df--heet (under the Mack number.-) 1-
mis-tno.

*•» ; »/ „.of \. r- 1

Orange River Colony.— We read in / . 
ft-- - N"  A -' (7- that ii1(. (i('
issued on multiple, un-miactd pajvr v

Santander. In ( Vew/v,v/b A VA //>/(2* 1( 
a 5 c.. black, and a 20 c., black, of \\w 
issue are clu<'iiicled.

Tasm ania. —  Mr. W. A. Weymouth inf, 
us that the 2d. >;.mip, wink. Ci'>un and d<mbl. 
lined A. is known to him prm ialed i j ), con,. 
j'Hntnd with 12. I hi- 1- -imilar to the id. de
scribed in Min i--ue ol 40 November.

• pnrpt.- * “
V ictoria . - /- • .*//.' 1. u . 07

chronicle- the is., peil. t l . wnh the waterm.u 
l ‘low n over doiibk‘dit:e 1 A.

. €•■ ■ ■

Primed by W. Pn- ndon & S<*n , lad., Plymouth, ior the Proprietors, S r  AM tv  Giume.s, lad.. 391 Strand, London A\ -C
I lecember, 1007.
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b u t s u r c h a r g e  in v e rte d .

2 c., black and vermilion (No. 252a).

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
l O s .  p o s t - F l r e e *

NJ3.—The supply of the above being limited, 
orders will be executed in strict rotation.

LONDON: STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N . W .C .

N H W  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  O IB BO N S. IN CO RPO RA TED . 198 BR O AD W A Y.



New Issue Sebvice.
T O  O U R  B O X -H O L D E R S  O N L T . 

Itaaps Distributed Wank fading June 22nd.
I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

Box-holders should note th a t  it  is  quite  
unnecessary to  order stam ps ( l i e n  in  
th is  list, as everyth in g due to  them  w ill 
be p u t into th eir boxes, w hen w e h ave a  
sufficient number. I f  a  Box-holder does 
not receive a  stam p noted in  th e  list, he 
should consult th e  sign prefixed to  it, 
w hich w ill probably exp lain  th e  m atter.

PHASE NOTE THESE 8IBN8 CAREFULLY.
if# Rtmark* Distribution complete.

♦ ■ Distribution as yet incomplete.
t»  Further supply received and distribution now 

completed.
| ■  Further supply received, but distribution still In

complete.
Ty+4* rtffr U illustrations in our cmmni Catalogue

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
Indicate the last number of G.S. in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

BR ITISH  SOLOMON ISLA N D S.
Canoe type, Perf. 11.

id .,  ultramarine, 
id ., rose-carmine.
2d., indigo blue.
2 jd .,  orange-yellow.
5d., emerald green.
6d., chocolate.
Is ., violet.

Imperf. between horitonially. Very rare.
* 6 d ., chocolate.

Special price, 20s. per vertical pair.
Wo only received very few Indeed of these, and were 

only able to allot them to  a  few of our oldest box* 
holder*.

LEEW ARD ISL E S .  (1M)
King. Mult. Ord 

2 jd .,  ultramarine on white.

MEW ZEALAND. (1*4)
Type 32. Wmk. N Z and Star. New perf. 14. 

* 8 d . ,  steel blue.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNU8ED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

EGYPT.
1898. Postage Due. No. 218, surcharged with 

Type 54, in black. s.

3  m. on 2 p ias., o ra n g e  (surch . in v e r te d ) ' 20 o 
3 m. on 2 pias. . .  . used 15 o

ELOBEY.
1907. New Portrait of King of Spain.

1 c. to  5 c. S e t  o f  five .  . . 1 0

FERNANDO POO.
1907. New Portrait of King of Spain.

1 c . to  5 c . S e t  o f  five . . . 1 0
1 c . t o i o p .  F u ll se t  o f  sixteen  .  . 56 o

LEEWARD ISLANDS.
1907. King's Head. Multiple wmk. New colour. 
2$d ., u ltram arin e  i  .  » o  4

NICARAGUA.
Various Issues. New or revised prices.

Cat. No.
294.  6  C., s la te ;.  .  . . 0 2
309. 20  c . o n  5 c ., b lu e . . . 0 6
310. 2 0  c . on  5 c . „  . .  . 1 0
440. 6  c ,  s la te  . . . . 2 0
442a . 50  c ., o ran g e . . . 4 0
492. 1 p ., b la ck  . . . 5 0
496. 20  c . o n  5 c ., b lu e  . . . t o
496a.  2 0  c. on  5 c. „ .  . . 2 0
496 an d  496a ., in a  p a ir ,  . . 3 0

SPANISH GUINEA. 1
1907. New Portrait of King of Spain. 

i  c . to 5 c . S e t  o f  five .  .  . 1 o

TRINIDAD.
1896-1900. Type 11.

5s., g reen  an d  brow n o b s o le te . .  8 6
10s. „  „  u ltram arin e „ .  50 o
j£ i  „  „  carm in e  „  .  30 o

*

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N .

N EW  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198 B R O A D W A Y .



T h e m ost p op ular A lbum  
e v e r  p u b lis h e d  is  

ad m itted  to be

The imperial

I t  e x t e n d s  to  t h r e e  f in e  v o lu m e s . 
T h e  S iz e  o f  t h e  p a g e  i s  8 | x  1 1  in c h e s . 
O n  t h e  le f t -h a n d  p a g e  i s  a  f u l l ,  illu s*  
tra te d , d e s c r ip t iv e  c a ta lo g u e , a n d  o n  
th e  r ig h t  a r e  n u m b e r e d  s p a c e s  fo r  
th e  s ta m p s  c o m p r is e d  in  th e  c a ta lo g u e  
o p p o s ite . _______

VOL. I —STAM PS OF B R IT IS H
E M P I R E .

VOL. II.—STAM PS O F E U R O P E
A N D  C O L O N IE S , ft P O S S E S S IO N S  
O F  E U R O P E A N  S T A T E S .

YO U . I l l —F O R E IG N  C O U N 
T R I E S , E X C E P T  E U R O P E  A N D  
I T S  P O S S E S S IO N S .

7 o l .  I.— G r e a t  B r it a in  a n d  C o lo n ies.
526 pages. About 1800 illustrations.

No. 5.—Cloth, gilt lettered, 10/-; post-bee, 10/9 .
No. 7 .—Half-bound, gilt edges, IS/-: post-fin, 15/9 .
No. 8 .—Half-bound, green morocco, gilt edges, 96/-; 

post-free, 96/-
No. 9 .—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, bevelled 

edges, patent expanding lock, 60/-: post-free, 61/-

Y o l. I I .— S ta m p s  o f  E n r o p s  a n d  I ts  
C o lo n ies  a n d  P o ssessio n s.

544 pages. 1700 illustrations.
No. 66.—Cloth, 19/-; post-free, 19/9 .
No. 67.—Half-bound, 17/8 ; post-free, 18/3.
No. 98.—Half green morocco. 97/8 ; post-free, 98/6 .
No. 00.—Half-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent 

expanding lock, SO/-; poet-free, 61/-

T o L  ITI.— F o re ig n  C o u n trie s , e xo e p t
E n r o p s  a n d  i t s  P o ssessio n s.

412 pages. 1500 illustrations.
No.'96 .—Cloth, 10/-: post-free, 10/9.
No. 87.—Helf-boond, 16/-! post-free, 15/9 .
No. 98.—Half-bound, green morocco, 88/8 : post-free,

88/8.
No. 88 .—Helf-bonnf, finest green Levant morocco, patent 

expending lock, 86). :  post-free, U/B>

PORTABLE CASES
TO HOLD TH E S E T  OF e e e s e

IMPERIAL STAMP ALBUMS

|N response to th e request tor • strong case Id 
1  which to keep the Set of Throe Volume# ol 
IMPERIAL STAMP ALBUMS, wo h ere introduced 
the above. It Is made of beet solid hide, lined with 
baize, with handle tor carrying. It will be found 
Indispensable, both (or preserving th e covers el tbs  
Albums end keeping duet from the Stamps, also for 
carrying ossa’s  collection to Philatelic Meetings and 
friends' houses. Space Is allowed tor Vels. I. and II. 
Stamp Catalogue. It hex a  double-action Lever 
Lock fastening, and affords th at absolute privacy 
which cannot be attained with ordinary locks 
fastened on the hooks themselves.

Prioe 80s. Carriage extra.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 3 9 1 Strand, London, W.C.
I



IMPORTANT NOTICE
---------------------------T O ----------------------------  '' 1

Stationers, Newsagents, &c.

M e s s r s *  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L i m i t e d ,  

b e g  t o  g i v e  n o t i c e  t h a t ,  f r o m  t h e  c o n v  

m e n c e m e n t  o f  V o L  V I *  ( J u l y ,  1 9 0 7 ) o f  

G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y ,  t h e y  

w i l l  a c t  a s  t h e i r  o w n  P u b l i s h e r s ,  t h e  

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  M e s s r s *  S i r  I s a a c  P i t m a n  

a n d  S o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,  h a v i n g  t e r m i n a t e d *

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L i m i t e d ,  w i l l  

b e  o b l i g e d  i f  t h e  T r a d e  w i l l  s e n d  t h e i r  

o r d e r s  d i r e c t  t o  3 Q 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W * C *  

S p e c i a l  a n d  m u c h  b e t t e r  t e r m s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  

t o  t h o s e  A g e n t s  w h o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  s a l e  o f

GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY.

— — ;— ► Particu lars o n . application to ----------

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d .

- ' 391 STRAND, LONDON. W.C.



Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

P a r  B e g i n n e r s  a n d  G e n e r a l  C o l l e c t o r s

N o. 2 ,  V o l.  V L  18 j u l y ,  1 9 0 7 . O N E  P E N N Y .(Whole No. 182). -

C o n t e n t s .
TAG.

1. GOSSIP OF THB HOUR, Bp Comtllu, Wrinkle tj
i  BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS . . . so
3. A PHILATELIC LIBRARY: Its Uses ud

How to Form It. By Bertram W. H. Pool* , ts
4 PURCHASE OF THE BREITFUSS COL

LECTION : A Flfty-thonsand-ponod Collec
tion of Postage Stamps. By Chae. J. Phillip, . *5

e. NEW ISSUES. By W.P.B. . . ay

6. PHILATELIC SOCIETIES . . . 3>

Special Bargains
For 8.S.W . Readers.

DANISH
BARCAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
W E ST  INDIES

1 9 0 5 . T y p e s  3  a n d  7 , 
s u r c h a r g e d  w ith  T y p e  8 .

5 bit on  4 c ,  b in e  and brown.

5 „ 5 c., b lue.

5 „ 8 c., brown.

W e  c a n  s u p p l y  a  f e w  s e t a  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  

u n u s e d  a n d  in  m in t  c o n d it i o n .

SPE C IA L BARGAIN P R IC E

Post-free,No. 1. d.
7 . 100, all different . . a t
8. 100 „ rarer . 5 1 
8. aoo „ rare . £ 1

89. 500 „ . . 4 1
87. rooo „ . . i£  e
88. 1500 „ • 3S 0 

1 69. aooo „ 60 0
69a. 3000 „ . . 170 0 
69b. 4000 „ . 380 0

Tbtee PACKET̂  toe*tala at amp, la PINB 
CONDITION, and art undoubtedly the boat value 
ottered {by any atamp dealer. 1 0 d .  p o s t - f r e e .

L o n d o n  :  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s  l i m i t e d

H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N . W .C .
NBW YORK: STANLBY QIBBONS, INCORPORATED. ipS BROADWAY.



New Issoe Service.
T O  O U R ' B O X -H O L D E R S  O N L Y .

StMJMfis Olstrlbutsd Wotk sadlag Jua§ 29th.

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C K .

Box-holders should note that it is quits 
unnecessary to order stamps given in 
this list, as everything due to them will 
b o  put into their boxes, when w e  have a 
suflloient number. If a Box-holder does 
not receive a stamp noted in the list, he 
should oonsult the sign prefixed to it, 
whloh will probably explain the matter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE SWNS CAREFULLY.
No tf««uir£nDistribtttioo oomplete.

**Bistributioa u  yet incomplete.
t«  Farther imply received and distribution pew 

completed.
| ■  Farther supply received, bat distribution still b*- 

complete.
Tf}€M rtftr to iUmttrmHoMi in our currtni Cntuloguo*

The a ambers bracketed after the name of each country 
fasdieate the last number of G.S. IV. io which refsreace was 
made to that country in this column.

B A R BA D O S. (138)
Type 6. Overprinted Kingston r e u s e  fo n d , id., 

inverted.

f 2d., black on orange.

Special price, Is. each.

Variety, A s above but in pairs, one without stop 
after id,

ad., black on orange. .

Special price, 2s. 6d. pair.

OAYMAM ISLAN D S.
King, Mult, Ord.

* 4d. brown and bine.
* 6d., olive and rose.
* is., violet and green.
* 5s., orange-red and green.

BOLD O O AST.
King. Midi. Ord. 

aid., ultramarine.
6d., lilac and mauve.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

--------------------- * . V/

B R I T I S H  S O L O M O N  I S L A N D S  

P R O T E C T O R A T E .

1907. Type 1 .
S. 4.

Jd., ultramarine . . . 0 1
id., rose-carmine . . . 0 2
2d., indigo . . . . 0 3
2|d., orange-yellow . . . 0 4
Sd., emerald-green . . . 0 7
6d., chocolate . . . o 8
is., deep violet . . . 1 4

G O L D  C O A S T .

1 9 0 7 . Type 6. M u ltip le vm k.

2§<L, ultramarine (new colour). . 0 4

6d., lilac and mauve (ord. paper) . o 8

N E W  Z E A L A N D .

X902. Cowan Paper. Single N Z  and Star. 

Jd., green (No. 255a ). . . 1 0 0

1 9 0 7 . P erf. 14 .

8d., blue . . . . 1 0 '

P A T I A L A .

Z906. Service. K in g 's  Head.

8 a., magenta . . . . 2 0

U R U G U A Y .

19 0 6 . Type 90.

• s c., blue . . . . o $

S T A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, I J D . ,  39 1  ST R A N D , LONDON. 

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.



T H E  ID E A L  A L B U M .
2 0 0  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S , a ll  d iffe re n t, 
p re s e n te d  f r e e  w ith  e a c h  Id e a l A lb u m .

O n th e  insid e o f  th e  fron t cover th e re  is a  perm an ent lin en  p o ck et for d uplicates, and  in  this 
p o ck et th e  above p ack et o f  S tam p s will b e  p laced  in th e  first 400 0  Id eal Album s.

600  pages. 8 lN -9 )X lt}  inches. 5,200 Illustrations.

A  NEW AND THOROUGHLY UP-TO-DATE ALBUM.
F o r  so m e y ears p a s t  w e have h ad  a  g reat dem and fo r a  sim ple A lbum , fully illustrated, with a  
square fo r each  S tam p , and  om ittin g  a ll m inor v arieties, and  we trust th a t co llectors and  th e  trade 
will b e  p leased  w ith th is  our la tes t production.

I t  is  essen tia l th a t an  A lbum  o f  th is  description should b e  in on e volum e, and in order to  m ake 
this p ossib le  w e have h ad  to  prin t it  upon both  sid es o f  th e  paper and to  rigidly cu t down varieties.

W ith  the aim  befo re  us o f  produ cing a  book  to  su it th e  g rea t bulk o f  general co llectors, we 
have, a fter m uch consid eration , d ecid ed  to lim it T h e  Id e a l  ALBUM to  th e  Postage Stamps of the 
World, and  to  om it a ll su ch  v arie ties as P osta l F isc a ls , O fficial or S e rv ice  Stam ps, P ostag e  D ue 
or U n p aid  L e tte r  S tam p s, etc. etc .

T h is  A lbum  is arranged strictly alphabetically— thu s V ath y  will be  found under th e V s  and  not 
in F re n c h  C onsu lar O ffices, A itu tak i under th e  A ’s and  n ot a fter New Zealand, e tc . etc. i

ID E A L  I .—On extra stout paper, strongly bound in oloth, artistically designed 
cover in assorted colours, sprinkled edges, gold lettered on back, 600 pages.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K . ,  1 0 / 7 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
ID E A L  I I .— As last, but INTERLEAVED to prevent any chance o f Stamps 

rubbing, and in superior and stronger binding.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K .,  1 5 / 1 0 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
ID E A L  I I I .— Sumptuously bound in half-morocco, gilt edges and lettering, 

and INTERLEAVED as Ideal II.

j P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K . ,  2 5 / 9 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
ID E A I^ N o s .  1. a q d  I I .  ca n  b e  supplied bound in  blu e, g reen , o r red.
I D E A L  N o. I I I . ,  bound i n  h a l f  red  o r  green  m oro cco  only.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
3



WANTED TO PURCHASE FOB DASH "  J JSPSSKffl!"
vfe n d  on a p p r o v a l w ith  lo w est p r ic e . N u m b e rs  fr o m  c u r re n t ed itio n  o f  o a r  C ata logu es.

Great Britain.— 025 , 026 , 027, 
073a.

Australian Commonwealth. — 
109a, 109b , 109c, 111, 112, 113, 
127a, 128,  129a  

British Somaliland.— 17a. 
Brunei.'—1 c ,, b lack  surcharge. 
Cook Islands.* 27,28, 35. 
Morocco Agencies.— 13 + 51, 44 + 

52, 45 + 53. Broad top to M  on 
ch alk , 5 - 10- 20 - 25 -1  p . . ' in  
pairs.

Cnamba.—38,133.
Gjralior.—67, 78, 128, 133, 135. 

137.
Jhind.—529.
Nabha,—124.
Alwar.—8.
BhopaL—198,199.
Charkari.—22, 23, 24, 25, 26. 
Duttia,—29.
Holkar—13, 101, 102, 103, 104, 

106, 106.
Jaipur— 1,2, 3, 6.
Jamaica.—2£d., broken letters, in 

pair.
Labuan.— 136,137,138.
Lagos.—Chalk.  — 2/6, 5 
Natal.—£20  K in g ,
New South Wales.—4o ..
New Zealand.— 238a, 240, 253, 

254a, 255a, 274, 282, 301, 302,
304, 305.

North Borneo.—313,327,328,329. 
Seychelles.—44c, 44d.
South Australia.—305, 306, 308, 

309, 310.
Johore.—68.
Sudan.— 22, 102, 112, 204, 205, 

206, 207, 208, 209.
Tasmania—20C, 207.208,221,222. 
Pietersbu:*. , 79a, 79d,

103a, 103b, , 109a, 116.
Transvaal.—546.
Tolksrust—6.
Trinidad.— 1<6, 510.
Victoria.- -2bVa, 281,295,287,290,

305, 536.
Western Australia— 126, 127, 

152,153.
Abyssinia.— 43, 71. 
Afghanistan.— 235, 236, 237,238, 

240, 241, 242, 243, 244. 
Austria.—291, 295, 297, 298, 303, 

307, 309, 311, 312, 313, 314, 316, 
318, 319, 320, 321, 336, 340, 361, 
371.

Austrian Levant.—90,91. 
Austrian Crete.—408,409.

Hungary.—153. 154.
Bosnia.— 135, 136,136a, 197, 198, 

199, 201, 205, 206, 234, 235, 236, 
246, 246, 247, 249, 263.

Bulgaria.—71a, 91, 92, 93, 231, 
232, 232a, 233, 334.

Chili.—64, 66, 86,91, 92, 100.
Corea.— 45, 52, 53, 56, 67,63.
Crete.—97,110,112,113,114.
Banish West Indies.—51.
Iceland.—73, 74, 75, 79, 83, 84, 85, 

87, 90, 92, 94, 96, 107, 108, 118, 
120, 122, 123, 124, 126, 127,128, 
129, 231b, 232a, 242, 243, 245, 
246, 249, 251, 253, 255.

Dominican Republic.—261, 262, 
264, 267, 274, 278, 287, 288, 289, 
290, 292a, 296, 297.

Ecuador.— 174, 177, 178, 179, 180, 
185a, 186, 186b, 186c, 187, 189, 
190,191, 192, 193,194,198a, 203, 
204,208,209,213b, 214,215,218a, 
218b, 218c, 219a, 220, 222, 233, 
234,235,236,237,238,241a, 241b, 
241c, 242,243,243a, 245,248,249, 
249a, 260, 253a, 253b, 267b, 259, 
260, 261, 262,267b, 269,280,281, 
282, 283, 289, 290, 292, 297, 298, 
299, 304, 305, 306, 801, 802, 803, 
804,806,806.

French Consular Offices. — A5, 
A84, A86, A91, A92, A93, A94, 
AllO, A lll ,  A112, A l l5, A116, 
A ll8, A119, A120, A121, A122, 
A123, A124, A125, A126, A127, 
A128, A129, A130, A131, A132, 
A233, A332, A467, A617, A617, 
A618, A620, E6a, El 16, E120, 
E121, E122, E123, Ml 3, M121, 
T il, T 12, T28, T29, T52, T54, 
T66, T113, T116, T163, T209, 
Z41, Z42, Z43, Z44, Z45, Z46, Z47, 
Z48, Z49, Z50, Z61, Z62, Z65, Z66, 
Z67, Z68, Z69, Z70, Z71, Z72, Z73, 
Z74, Z75, Z76, Z77, Z106.

Djibouti.—33, 35, 36.
French Somali—20, 01, 6 i
Ivory Coast.— 71, 76, 80a, 81, 87, 

89, 89b, 92, 93a.
Madagascar.— 41,43,44a, 51a, 62, 

76.
Martinique.— 103.
New Caledonia.— 104,306.
Reunion.—83,93,95.
Tahiti.—47a, 47b, 64, 56.
German China.—C41, C42, C43, 

C44, C45, C46, 047, C48.
German Morocco.—M34, M35, 

M36, M37, M38, M39, M40, M41, 
M42, M43, M44, M45, M46.

German Turkey.—48, 49, 50,61, 
65, 67.

Greece.—368a, 369, 372 pair.
Guatemala.— 186,191a.
Hayti.— Catalogue Type 10,double,

1 c., green, 1 c., blue, 2 c., carmine,
2 c., orange, 3 c,, green, 5 c., blue, 
20 c., black.

Italy.—643, 644.
Eritrea.— 31.
Japan.—318.
Liberia.— 123a, 131a, 132, 133,136 

w ith large “ C,” 137 w ith large “C.”
Monaco.—40, 41, 42, 43,44,45,46, 

47, 48, 49, 50.
Montenegro.— 173 pair, 184, 185, 

186, 187, 188, 189, 189a, 189b, 
190,191, 192,«193, 194, 195, 196, 
197, 198, 320, 331, 333, 409.

Paraguay.— 74a, 101, 257.
Persia.—240, 241, 243, 252, 254, 

255, 256, 258, 259, 260, 261, 262, 
263, 263a, 263b, 263c, 264, 265, 
267, 268, 273, 277a, 281,282,295, 
297, 299, 300,' 302, 313, 314, 315, 
316, 317, 318,319,320,321a, 322, 
323, 324, 325, 326, 329, 394, 403, 
404, 405, 504, 505, 518.

Peru.— 180,181, 386, 387.
Portugal.—691, 692.
Angola.—126, 142.
Cape Verde.— 120.
Guinea— 108,109.
Lorenzo.—74.
Macau.—175a.
Mozambique.— 135.
Portuguese Congo.—37a.
Portuguese India.— 330,338,341.
Roumania.—419, 420,465.
Russia.— 116a, 131.
Wenden.— 20.
Salvador.—390, 406— 403 triple— 

411— 414—416—417> 420 strip 
of four— 427— 429—429a equals 
5c.,— 430, 431—432—433—434— 
436a equals 2c.,— 440a equals lc., 
443— 445 but at left—450—458 
■—468a equals 6 c.—462—464— 
466.

Sefvia.— 156, 180,181,182.
Fernando Poo.— 139.
Spanish Guinea.—8a, 8b, 8c, 8d, 

8e ,8f.
Uruguay.—357, 496, 498, 499, 500, 

501, 602, 503, 504; 605.
Venezuela.—278,312,314,316,317, 

318, 319, 325, 326, 327, 328, 329, 
335, 339, 347, 348, 360, 357, 363,

• 377,378,382,383.
A N D  W E L k  C E N T R E D .A L L  S T A M P S  M U S T  B E  U N U S E D ,  P U L L  G U M

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L im ite d . 3 9 1 ,  S T R A N D , L O N D O N . W.C.
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C o n t e n t s .
PAGE

1. GOSSIP OP THE HOUR. By Cornelius Wrinkle 33

2. ANGLO AMERICAN SEA POST OFFICES
By F. Salisbury , . . . .  36

3. A PHILATELIC LIBRARY: Its Uses and
How to Form It. By Bertram W. H. Poole 38

4. PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. By Boeuiell Junior 40

6. POSTAL IMPROVEMENTS . . . 4.

6. DISPUTE ABOUT A STAMP . . 4s

7. FORGERIES AND REPRINTS:
How to Detect Them. By Sou. Robert B. Eerie 43

8. NEW  ISSUES. By W.P.B. . . . 43

BARGAINS IN 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

No.
7. 100, all different

Powt-frm. 
o. do
a  s

8. 100 ft rarer . s *
9:  300 »» rare . s  *

68. 500 n • 4  *
87. ' 1000 9» . , 15  o
88.* *5 0 0 » . 35 o
69. 3000 n . • t o  o
69a.  3000 >» • . 170 0
69b .  4000 • 3B0 0

- T h e s e  P A C K E T S  to p  t a l a , sta m p s  Ja  P IN S  
C O N D IT IO N , m ad a h  e a d e a b te d tr  t b s  b a s t  ratee  
oN em d  b y  a a jr sta m p  d e a le r .

Special Bargains
For 6.S.W . Roadors.

W ESTERN

AU STR ALIA
1 8 8 4 . P R O V IS IO N A L .  

S u rch arg ed  in red .
i d .  o n  I d . ,  y e l lo w - o c h r e  ( O a t  N o . 8 9 ).

T h e  C a ta lo g u e  p r ic e  o f  th e  
a b o v e  s ta m p  is  2s.» u n u s e d .

SP E C IA L  BARGAIN P R IC E

Uawed and mint.

I s *  p o s t - f l r a e .

H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N . W .C . ■
NBW  Y O R K : 3TA N LR V  f l l l M M . INCORPORATED. BROADW AY.

L O N D O N :  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S  L I M I T E D



New Issue Sebvice.
TO  O U R  B O X -H O L D E R S  O N L Y . 

Stamm Dlttrtbuttd Wmk tnding July 6th. 
I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

B ox-h older! should note th a t it  is  quite  
unnecessary to  order stam ps g iv e n  in  
th is  list, a s  everyth in g due to th em  w ill  
be p u t in to  th eir boxes, w hen  w e  h a ve  a  
sufllelent number. I f  a  Box-holder does 
not receive a  stam p noted in  th e list, he  
should consult th e  sign prefixed to  it, 
w h ich  w ill probably exp lain  th e m atter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE SIQNS CAREFULLY.
No Remark a  Distribution complete.

’ ^Distribution as yet Incomplete.
t-Farther supply received and distribution oow 

completed.
| a  Farther supply received, bat distribution still in* 

complete.

Tjpss rtftr to illustrations in our current Catalogue*

The Bombers bracketed after the name of each country 
Indicate the last number of G.S.W. in which refereuce was 
made to that country in this column.

F R A N C E .

Type 1 7. Sower, w ithout Sun or E a rth . 

P erf. 14  x 13 $.

25 c., blue.

Bate 100 c. = 1 fr. = 9 jd.

S I E R R A  L E O N E .

K ing. M ult. Ord.

Jd., green.

S T R A I T S  S E T T L E M E N T S .

Labuan. Crown type, surcharged
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

to  c., brown and blue, 
t  35  c., green and greenish blue.
*  50  c., purple and lilac.
* S i, brown and orange.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE 8TATED.— ■ ■

BARBADOS.
1907. Overprinted K IN G ST O N  R E L IE F  FU N D , Id.

s. d.
2d ., b la ck  and o ran g e (surcharge inverted)  1 o  
2d . „  „ (as above, in pairs,

one without stop after id .)  . . 2 6

FRANCE.
1907. Sower type, redrawn.

25 C., blue . . . . 0 4

NICARAGUA.
1904-6. Overprinted for Province of Zeiaya. 

Type 36 overprinted with Type Z 3.

10 c ., yellow -brow n (N o . 440) . . 2 0
15 c ., o live . (N o . 441)  . . 2 6
20  c . ,  c la re t .  (N o . 442) . . 3 6

Overprint Inverted.
1 c ., g reen  .  (N o . 446) .  .  . 1 6
2  c .,  red  .  (N o . 447)  . . . 3 0
3  c ., p u rp le . (N o . 448)  .  . . 3 6
4  c ., verm ilion  (N o . 449) . . . 5 0

Type 36 overprinted with Type Z 8.

15 c .,  o liv e (N o . 491) . . . 1 3
2 0  c ., c la re t  (N o . 491a ) . . . 2 0
5 0  c ., yellow  (N o . 4916)  . .  . 3 0

NORTHERN
1 9 0 a  Queen's Head. 

Id . ,  lila c  an d  g reen
id . „ carm in e
2d . „ yellow

2 jd .  „ b lu e
5d- )> ch estn u t
6 d . „ v io let
i s . ,  g reen an d  b la ck

NIGERIA.
Reduced prices.
. . . O 3
. . . o  $
. . . 0 9
. . . 2 6
. . . 3 °
• . . 6 0
. .  . 12 6

SIER R A  LEO N E.
1907. King's Head. Multiple wmk. In  one colour. 

id., green . . . . o i

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, L T D ., 3 9 1  ST R A N D , LONDON.

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 19 !  BROADWAY, 

a



N O W  R E A D Y . N O W  R E A D Y

The following Popular Packets o f

FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS.
A ll th e S ta m p s contain ed  in  th e  fo llow in g  P a c k e ts  are  w arran ted  absolu tely  genuine, 

free  from  reprints. T h e y  a re  a lso  in  good condition and perfect.
These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is 2\d. for every 
l oo Stamps. The amount required for postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added when remitting.

N E W  A N D  IM P R O V E D  P A C K E T S  O F  U N U S E D  S T A M P S .
N o. 12.— T h e  S ix p e n n y  P a c k e t  o f  U nused S ta m p s contains 12 varieties, including Canton, Labuan 

(Greece, 1 lepton), Tunis, Monaco, Porto R ico, obsolete 2 jd . Cyprus, North Borneo, and Mauritius. All 
different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 7d.

N o. 14.— T h e  T w o  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f  F re n ch  C olonial S ta m p s contains 25  varieties, used and 
unused, including Obock, Reunion, Trinidad, Hong K ong, Martinique, Guadeloupe, and others rare. 
Post-free, 2/1.

No. 15.— T h e  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f U nu sed  S ta m p s  contains 20  varieties, including obsolete id . Cyprus, 
Liberia, Barbados, Newfoundland, Nyassa, Bhopal, Siam , Angra, Bundi, Jam aica, rare Ceylon envelope, 
provisional Italy, Mexico, Holland, Shanghai, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, l/z.

No. 17. T h e  T w o  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f  R u ss ian  L o c a l S tam p s (Government issues) contains 20 
varieties, including obsolete and rare. A ll different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/1.

N o. 18.— T h e  H alf-crow n P a c k e t  o f  U nused S tam p s contains 40  varieties, including, amongst others, 
Sirmoor, Tolim a, Cashmere, Guatemala, Dutch Indies, United States, India 9  pies envelope, Bulgaria, 
Macao, Uruguay, Nicaragua, United States of Colombia, Alwar, British South Africa, Spain (head of 
Liberty), South Australia, Cyprus, Cuba 1888, Travancore, San Marino, Bechuanaland, Roumania, Malta, 
Greece, &c. A ll different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/7.

No. 2 0 .— T h e  F iv e  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f  R a re  U nused S ta m p s contains 60  varieties, including the 
following uncut envelopes: Ceylon, Canada, and E gyp t; also adhesives: Guatemala, British Guiana 

, provisional I c ., Newfoundland, Federated Malay States, Labuan, United States, Shanghai, Sandwich Isles, 
Martinique, Alwar, Johor, obsolete Tolim a, Perak, provisional Ceylon, provisional West Australia, Cyprus, 

; Argentine, Mexico Porte de Mar, Granada Confederation, Cashmere Service, Brunswick, Swiss newsband, 
Chili, Bechuanaland, Finland, Jhalaw ar, Porto R ico, Belgium, provisional Norway, Spain, British Honduras,

I Greece, Chefoo and provisional Straits Settlements, and many others. A ll different, and warranted genuine,
> Post-free, 5/1.

N o. 21.— T h e  F iv e  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f  R u ssian  L o ca l S ta m p s (Government issues) contains 40 
varieties, including many obsolete and rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 5/1.

No. 2 2 .— T h e  F o u r Pound P a c k e t  o f  R a re  U nused S ta m p s contains 500 varieties, including, amongst 
others scarce and obsolete, Alwar, Angola, Antioquia, scarce Argentine, Azores, Bavaria return letter labels, 
obsolete Belgium, Bermuda, Bhopal, Bolivia, Brazil, British Guiana, Brunswick, Bulgaria, Cape o f  Good 
Hope, Cashmere, Ceylon, Chili, Colombia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Faridkot, French Colonies, Greece. 
Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, provisional Italy, Japan, Luxemburg, Macao, Mauritius, set o f 3 Mexico, 
1864, Monaco, Mozambique, Newfoundland, set o f 4  Nicaragua, Borneo, Persia, Peru, Porto Rico, Philippine 
Islands, Portugal, Jhind , Roumania, Russia, St. Thomas, Salvador, San Marino, Servia, Seychelles, Soruth, 
Spain, Perak, set o f Swiss, unpaid Tunis, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela, Western Australia, Zululand, Sudan, 
Natal, Newfoundland, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, £ 4-

N o w  R e a d y ,  1/- e a c h , p o st> free , 1/ 1 . THE IMPERIAL PACKETS OF RARE

Used and Unused Foreign Postage Stamps.
T h e  only p ack ets issued th a t a re  entirely  different from each  oth er.

Each contains Twenty Varieties, all Warranted Genuine.
' No. 3 0  contains Azores, provisional Macao, Japan 2 sen, Cuba, Cyprus (obsolete), Brazil, Philippine, 
provisional Ceylon, Roumania, Bavaria 50 pf., India surcharged H .M .S ., Bhopal, Argentine, and other good

> stamps.
► N o. 31 contains H ayti, Portuguese Indies, Egypt (1879), Ecuador, Bechuanaland, China, South Australia 
>. O .S., official Italy, Cape of. Good Hope, Madagascar, Corea, and other good stamps.
I' No. 3 2  contains Zululand, Turkey, Brazil, Dutch Indies, Bhopal, Swan River, Sweden (unpaid), Western 
F Australia, Faridkot, Swiss (unpaid), Greece, Jam aica, Transvaal, British Guiana, and other good stamps.
| No. 3 3  contains Sarawak, provisional Mauritius, surcharged Peru, Monaco, Transvaal, India Service 2 annas, 
I  Straits Settlements, Sandwich Isles, South Australia, Chili, Argentine, New Guinea, and other good stamps.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED, 391 STBAND, LONDON, W.C.
i



THE FOLLOWING PUBLICATIONS
----------------------------- o r  ---- ------------------------

The Royal Philatelic Society, London
CAN NOW BE! SUPPLIED.

“ A F R IC A ,”  PART I. The Postage Stamps, Envelopes, Wrappers, 
Post Caras, and Telegraph Stamps of the British Colonies, Possessions, 
and Protectorates in AFRICA.

T his part comprises British Bechuanaland, British Bast Africa, British South 
Africa (including British Central Africa), and the Cape of Good Hope. The Illus
trations include those o f the Stamps described, and also Eight Sheets of Photo-mezzo types of 
the Envelopes, W rappers, and Post Cards. This W ork, already out of print, is now rare.

S . G ., L td ., have a  limited supply. Price 4 0 / - ;  post-free, 4 0 / 3 ; abroad, 40/4.

11 A F R IC A ,”  PART II. Comprising Gambia, Gold Coast, Griqualand 
East, Griqualand West, Lagos, Madagascar, Matabeleland, Mauritius, 
and Natal.

W ith Illustrations o f  the Stamps described, Thirteen Sheets o f  Photo-mezzotype illustra
tions, and One Sheet o f Coloured Autotype Illustrations.

3 4 7  pages. Price 16/-; post-free, 16/4 ; abroad, 16 '8.

“  A F R IC A ,”  PART Ills Comprising New Republic, Northern Nigeria, 
Oil Rivers and Niger Coast Protectorate, Orange River Colony with 
Orange Free State, St. Helena, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Southern 
Nigeria, Stellaland, Swazieland, the Transvaal with South African 
Republic, Uganda, Zanzibar, and Zululand.

A s may be seen from this list, the work is one o f the most important that the Society 
has issued.

The work is edited b y  Mr. E. D. Bacon, and his collaborators were Messrs. W. D. 
Beckton, C. J. Daun, T. W. Hall, A . de Reuterskiold, and R. B. Yardley.

The full-sized plates are thirty in number, and some hundreds o f Illustrations are dis
persed throughout the text.

The entire edition o f the work consists o f  750 copies; o f  these about 300 were wanted for 
members of the Society and for other purposes, so that only about 450 remained for sale.

450  pages. Price 40/-; post-free in Great Britain, 40/6. 
I t  will be advisable to  order early , a s  sim ilar publications by  th e Society  have soon been 

a t a  premium. W e m igh t mention th a t West Indies h as sold a t  80 / - and  North 
Am ericas Colonies a t  1 1 0 / -, and no copies o f  either a re  now on sale anyw here.

“ I N D I A  A N D  C E Y L O N .”  The Postage Stamps, Envelopes, Wrap
pers, Post Cards, & Telegraph Stamps of BRITISH INDIA & CEYLON.

W ith Twenty-four Sheets o f Autotype Illustrations.
P r ic e  3 5 / - ;  p o s t- fr e e , 3 5 /4 ; a b ro ad , 3516.

A  H istory of the Adhesive Stamps of the BRITISH  ISLES
A V A I L A B L E  FD R . P O S T A L  A N D  T E L E G R A P H  P U R P O S E S .

Bt HASTINGS E. WRIGHT a n d  A. B. CREEKS, Jum.
W ith Twelve P lates . /  Photo-m orzotype Illustrations and Tw enty-six P lates o f  D iagram s,

T h is  w ork is  the m ost com plete H istory  o f  the S tam p s o f  our ow n C ountry which h a s  ever appeared, 
and consists o f  about 3 0 0  paĝ es, Im p eria l 8 vo , T h e  te x t contains numerous Illustrations of 
W aterm ark s, M argin al Inscriptions, e tc .,  in  facsim ile, in addition to the P lates o f  Illustrations men
tioned above. P r ic e  p o s t- fr e e , 34/6; a b ro ad , 35/-

A  Supplement to the British Isles (with a pi.t. ot t #b illustrations).
B v  A . B. C R E E K S ,  Jtw. Price 3 / 6 ;  post-free, 3/7.

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .

4



Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

F o r  B e g i n n e r s  a n d  G e n e r a l  C o l l e c t o r *

N o . 4 , V o l. V I .
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as

C o n t e n t s .
PACE

1. GOSSIP OF THE HOUR. By Comellut Wrinkle 49 
1. A PHILATELIC LIBRARY: Ite Ueee sad 

How to Forts It. By Bertram W. H. Poele 51 
3. PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. By Betwell Junior 33
4. ST. VINCENT . . 34
t .  NEW ZEALAND “ OFFICIALS": Alleged

Illegal Sales . . .  34
6. BRITISH GUIANA PHILATELIC

EXHIBITION, 1907 . ■ 13
7 FORGERIES AND REPRINTS:

How to Detect Them. By Bee. Robert B. Earle 39 
«. NEW ISSUES. By W.P.B. . . . to
9 . PHILATELIC SOCIETIES . . . S4

10. EDITORIAL NOTES . . 64
11. BUSINESS NOTICE . . 64

Special Bargains
Far 8.S.W . Readers.

G A M B I A .
BARCAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
No.
7. too, all different

Pott-frm. 
9. 4,
2 X

8. too II rarer • S x
9 . 200 II rare • s *

66. 500 II 4  x
67. tooo M *5 0
68. 1500 II 3 5  0
6 9 . 2000 II 60 0
6 9 a. 3000

i
*7* •

6 9 b. 4000 260 0

Them  P A C K E T S  contain etamp* la  P1NB  
CONDITION, and a n  undoubtedly the boat relae  
atten d by any etamp dealer.

1902. King s Head. 
Single wmk.

6d., sage-green  &  ca rm in e .

T h i s  s t a m p  h a s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

r i s e n  i n  V a l u e  s i n c e  t h e  p u b l i 
c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a t a l o g u e .

H a v i n g  j u s t  p u r c h a s e d ,  a  f e t e  
t e e  g i v e  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  "  W e e k l y  "  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e c u r e  s a m e .

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
U n used  and m int,

2 a .  p o s t - - F r e e .

LONDON: STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D , L O N D O N . W .C .

NEW  Y O R K : ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS. INCORPORATED, I9« BROADW AY.



New Issue Service.
TO  O U R  B O X -H O L D E ilis ^ N tT y  *

Stamp* D latrlM td  W sak^sAlag^Jutf 13th.

. I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C K .
— T------ -----------------r— t -

B o lf-K tld en  should n o t e l h s t l t  iXquito  
a n n M U th r y  to  order stam p s £i>en'tin  
th is  list, a s  everyth in g doe to  th em  w ill  
be p a t  In to th eir boxes, w hen  w e h a ve  a  
sufficient number. I t  a  Box-holder does 
n ot reoelve a  stam p noted In th e  list, he  
should i n s u l t  th e  sign prefixed to  I t , 
w hloh w in  probably exp lain  th e  m atter.

Recent Issues and
Revised Quotations.
aA umsefo/tuas otherwise stated.

id., blade and green 
id. „  ^ lake

BRITISH NEW  GUINEA, 
loor-ej. Type Rel£se<iyPriccs. 
idgn

*d.
M .

£

violet
ultramarine
septa
myrtle-green 
orange .

t. d. 
o } 
® 3 o 6
0 3
1 o 
i $
3 o

FRANCE.
1906. No. 234 overprinted f.m., os Type 21, in Alack. 

xo c., rose-carmine . . used o 2

PLEASE NOTE THESE SlQNS CAREFULLY. ICELAND.

No Distribution complete.
•^Distribution as yet incomplete, 
t ■  Farther snpply received and distribution now 

completed.
Farther supply received, bat distribution still in* 

complete.
Types ti/tr to illustrations in our current Catalogue.

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G.S.W. in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

B f t i T i S N  GUIANA  (123).
Skip Type, Mult. Chalky.

* 60 c., green and rosine.

IC E L A N D .
Profiles of the late and present King 0/ Denmark 

overlapping. Crown wmi. Perf. 13.
3 aur.t yellow-brown
4 „ scarlet and grey 
3 „  green a
6 ,, sepia and grey 

xo „  scarlet 
s6« „  brown

3oaor.,bloe
35 „ green & pale brown 
40 • „ Elac

* go „  lilac and grey
* K: ,, brown ana ultra.

Officials. Same as above, but word f j o n u s t u  at left.
3 aur.( sepia and yellow
4 ii *, green
5 „ Brown

>1 » blue
Bate 100

16 aur,, sepia and carmine 
20 ,, ,, yellow-green

*50 ,, ,, mauve

Kr. 1 . s  Is. Id.

N ICARAGU A  (128).
Type 36. Surch. v a l s  (and value).
* xo c, on 3 c., purple, reading up.
* xo c. on 3 c., purple, reading down.

Rate 100 0 . »  1 Peso = Is. 4*d.
Overprinted C A B O .

* SOC< on 6 c., slate. (Red.) 
Rate 100 c. s  i Peso «  3s. 4d.

P H IL IP P IN E S  (121). 
Special Delivtry Stamp, Perf. xs. 

ao c.| blue.
Rate 100 0. -  1 Peso = 2s. Id,

xooy. New Type, with heads of two Kings.
3 Ore, yellow-brown . . . 0 1
4 ,, scarlet aod grey . . . . . 0 1
5 „ green . . o a
6 „ sepia and grey . o 2

to ,, scarlet . . . 0 2
x6 ,, brown and deep brown . . 0 3
so v, indigo and blue . . . . o 4
35 „ green and pale brown . . 0 5
40 ,t lilac . . 0 8

*907. Official. T) pe similar to above
3 dse, sepia and yellow . . 0 i
4 ti , green . . 0 2
5 11 , orange . . 0 a

xo „ , blue . 0 a
*6 11 , scarlet . . 0 3
VO „ , green . . 0 4

JHIND. Uy
. 1903. Service. King's Head, 

a xu, purple . . . .  used o 6
4 a. olive-green . . 4 0
41., „  . ' . used 1 o

NICARAGUA.
3906. Type 36 surcharged as Type 38. Two Types o f110," 

(a) wide, (b) tall and narrow.
Cat. No. A. Reading up.
802 xo c. on 3 c., purple (a)
SOS xo c. on 3 c., „ (b)

Pair showing two Types of ** 0 ” 
SO&x 50 c. on 6 c., slate fa) red surch. 
808$ 50 c. on 6 c., ,, (b)

Pair showing two Types of ** 0 ’*

o 3
0 6
1 o 
a 6

8 6

B. Reading down
804 10 c., on 3 c ,  purple (a) . . . . 0 3
805 xo c., oa 3 c. ,, (b) . . • , 0 6

Pair showing two types of u 0 n . , . 1 o
812k 59 c, on 6 c., slate (a) brown surch. , . t 6
812$ 50 c. on 6 c., „  (0) ,, . • • a 6

Pair showing two types of ° 0" . . , 4 6

PROVINO* OP ZELAYA.
X907. Type 36 overprinted ntitk Type Z 8.

408 3 pesos, green . * • • » ’ 0

1907. Provisionals <f 1906 simitarh overprinted. 
495c 50 c. on 6 c. (No. 303d) . . *.
495^ 30c. on 6c.(No< 303$) . . •
497 30 Ob on 6 c. (No. 3x1) • ♦ •
497* 30 c. on 6 c. (No. 3**) . » •

Pair, showing two Types of “ 0 ” . • •
497$ 50 c. on 6 c. (No. 312a) . . • •
497a 5® e. on 6 c. (No. 3*3$) . »

4  o
6 o
3 6
4 o
7 6 
3 0
5 o

ST A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, L T D ., 39* STR A N D , LONDON.

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS. INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.



N O W R E A D Y N O W  R E A D Y .

The following “Popular Packets o f

FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS.
A ll the Stam ps contained in the following Packets are warranted absolutely genuine, 

free from reprints. T h ey  are also in good condition and perfect.
These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Pistol Onion Countries. The cost by letter rate is 2\d. for every 
100 Stamps. The amount required for postage com therefore be reckoned; and should be added when remitting.

N E W  A N D  IM P R O V E D  P A C K E T S  O F  U N U 8 E D  S T A M P S .
No. 12 .— The S ixpenny Packet o f Unused Stam ps contains 12 varieties, including Canton, Labuan 

(Greece, I lepton), Tunis, Monaco, Porto. Rico, obsolete 2jd, Cyprus, North Borneo, and Mauritius. A ll 
different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 7d.

No. 14.— T h e  T w o  Shilling P acket o f French Colonial Stam ps contains 25 varieties, used and 
unused, including Obock, Reunion, Trinidad, Hong Kong,- Martinique, Guadeloupe, and others rare. 
Post-free, 2/1.

No. 15.— T he Shilling P acket of Unused Stam ps contains 20 varieties, including obsolete id. Cyprus, 
Liberia, Barbados, Newfoundland, Nyassa, Bhopal, Siam, Angra, Bundi, Jamaica, rare Ceylon envelope, 
provisional Italy, Mexico, Holland, Shanghai, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, l/X.

No. 17. —T he T w o  Shilling P acket of Russian L ocal Stam ps (Government issues) contains 20 
varieties, including obsolete and rare. A ll different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/1.

No. 18.— T h e Half-crown P acket of Unused Stam ps contains 40 varieties, including, amongst others, 
Sirmoor, Tolima, Cashmere, Guatemala, Dutch Indies, United States, India 9 pies envelope, Bulgaria, 
Macao, Uruguay, Nicaragua, United States of Colombia, Alwar, British South Africa, Spain (head of 
Liberty), South Australia, Cyprus, Cuba 1888, Travancore, San Marino, Bechuanaland, Roumania, Malta, 
Greece, &c. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/7.

No. 2 0 .— T h e F ive  Shilling P acket of R are Unused Stam ps contains 60 varieties, including the 
following uncut envelopes: Ceylon, Canada, and Egypt; also adhesives: Guatemala, British Guiana 
provisional I c., Newfoundland, Federated Malay States, Labuan, United States, Shanghai, Sandwich Isles, 
Martinique, Alwar, Johor, obsolete Tolima, Perak, provisional Ceylon, provisional West Australia, Cyprus, 
Argentine, Mexico Porte de Mar, Granada Confederation, Cashmere Service, Brunswick, Swiss newsband, 
Chili, Bechuanaland, Finland, Jhalawar, Porto Rico, Belgium, provisional Norway, Spain, British Honduras, 
Greece, ChefoO and provisional Straits Settlements, and many others. All different, and warranted genuine, 
Post-free, 5/1.

No. 21.— T he F ive Shilling P acket of Russian Local Stam ps (Government issues) contains 40 
varieties, including many obsolete and rare. A ll different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 5/1.

No. 2 2 .— T h e Four Pound P acket o f Rare Unused Stam ps contains 500 varieties, including, amongst 
others scarce and obsolete, Alwar, Angola, Antioquia, scarce Argentine, Arores, Bavaria return letter labels, 
obsolete Belgium, Bermuda, Bhopal, Bolivia, Brazil, British Guiana, Brunswick, Bulgaria, Cape of Good 
Hope, Cashmere, Ceylon, Chili, Colombia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Faridkot, French Colonies, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, provisional Italy, Japan, Luxemburg, Macao, Mauritius, set of 3 Mexico, 
1864, Monaco, Mozambique, Newfoundland, set of 4 Nicaragua, Borneo, Persia, Peru, Poyto Rico, Philippine 
Islands, Portugal, Jhind, Roumania, Russia, St. Thomas, Salvador, San Marino, Servia, Seychelles, Soruth, 
Spain, Perak, set of Swiss, unpaid Tunis, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela, Western Australia, Zululand, Sudan, 
Natal, Newfoundland, etc. A ll different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, ^ 4.

N o w  R e a d y ,  !/ •  e a c h ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  1 /1 . THE IMPERIAL PACKETS OF RARE

Used and Unused Foreign Postage Stamps.
T h e  only packets issued that are entirely different from each other.

Each contains T w en ty  Varieties, sill W arranted Genuine.

No. 3 0  contains Azores, provisional Macao, Japan 2 sen, Cuba, Cyprus (obsolete), Brazil, Philippine, 
provisional Ceylon, Roumania, Bavaria 50 pf., India surcharged H .M .S., Bhopal, Argentine, and other good 
stamps.

No. 31 contains HkytiJ Portuguese Indies, Egypt (1879), Ecuador, Bechuanaland, China, South Australia 
O.S., official Italy, Cepe ofjGood Hope, Madagascar, Corea, and other good stamps.

No. 3 2  contains Zjilubfnd, Turkey, Brazil, Dutch Indies, Bhopal, Swan River, Sweden (unpaid), Western 
Australia, Faridkot, Swiss (unpaid), Greece, Jamaica, Transvaal, British Guiana, and other good stamps.

No. 3 3  contains Sarawak, provisional Mauritius,surcharged Peru, Monaco, Transvaal, India Service 2 annas, 
Straits Settlements, Sandwich Isles, South Australia, Chili, Argentine, New Guinea, and other good stamps.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED, 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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N o b )  R e a d y ,  E n t i r e t y  R e v i s e d  a n d  G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d ,

THIRD
T H E

EDITION

ALBUM WEEDS
B y  T he R ev. R. B . SABINE.

V o l .  I — A F G H A N I S T A N  T O  L U X E M B U R G .
A b o u t 5 8 0  p a g t s , d tm p  8 v o .

V o t .  I I — M A D E I R A  T O  Z U L U L A N D .
A b o u t 7 2 0  p a g e s .

'W ’ H IS Work is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist, who 
ww is naturally anxious to ensure the absence of forgeries from his 

collection. As a work of reference, in this particular respect, it 
stands entirely unrivalled, being compiled by one who has acquired a 
world-wide repute, and whose speciality has for many years been the 
description of forgeries. An immense amount of labour has been 
bestowed on this New Edition, so as to still further increase its useful
ness. Every endeavour has been made by the Author, in the descrip
tion of new and dangerous forgeries, etc,, to bring the work fully up 
to date. Amongst the numerous additions may be noted an elaborate 
description of technical terms met with in the course of collecting. 
This section will be found especially useful for the guidance of the 
novice or younger collector. The illustrations have been considerably 
augmented, and a large and most interesting series of postmarks, 
specially drawn, together with an index for reference, will be found in
cluded. Altogether the Publishers have no hesitation in recommend
ing this publicatioa as a most valuable adjunct to a Philatelic Library, 
and useful alike to Collector and Dealer.

V o i. I . —  P r ic e ,  b o u n d  In e m b o sse d  g i lt  c lo th , 7 1 6 ;  p o s t . f r e e ,  8/. 

V o t . I I .  , .  . ,  . .  . ,  7 / 6  " . .  8/.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED
3 9 1  S T R A N D  « — “ M a w  L O N D O N . W .C .
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Stamp Weekly
F o r  B e g i n n e r *  m a d  G e n e r a l  C o lle c t o r * ,

No. 5, Vol. VI.
(Whole No. 185X 9 AUGUST, 1907. O n b  P b WNY.

C o n t e n t s ,
1. GOSSIP OP TH B HOUR. By Cornellu* W rinkle
2. STAMP DESIGNS: A Comparison of Ancient

and Modern. By Bertram W. H. Poolo ,
3 FORGERIES AND R EP R IN T S :

•-? Special Bargains
** For B.8. W. Reader*.

How to Detect Them. By Boo. R obert B. fords
4. EURO PEAN PENNY POSTAGE . .
6. SW ISS CANTONALS : History of a Disap*

pointment. By Plorre htahi ,
■6 . SIAM : High*Value Provisionals • • •
7. NEW  ISSU ES. By W .P.B. . . .
«. SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE:

New Zealand Notes. . ■ . ,
9. MISCELLANEOUS . . .

10. CORRESPONDENCE . . .
' ll.  EDITORIAL NOTES . . .
12. BUSIN ESS NOTICE . . .

TO
7*

7*
73
W

?•
7®
Bo
Bo
Bo

BARCAINS IB 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

-No.
7. xoo, all different

Poet-free.e. a.
. a »

8. xoo »» ' racer • 5 *
9. 300 rare S *

66. 500 96 . 4 x
87. 1000 1) • IS 0
68. 1500 • 35 0
69. 3000 ** . . 66 0
69a. 3000 9> • 170 •
69s. 4000 » • aB» 0

1 — M —T b e e e  P A C K E T S  n a t t l .  t U m p t  la  P T N 6  
. C O N D ITIO N , aad a n  u n d o u b ted ly  t h e  b a st r a t a , 
i o tt e r e d b y  a n y  sta m p  d ea ler .

C1 BBALTAR
1 9 0 3 . K IN G ’S  H E A D . 

Single WmK.
♦ s . i  l i l a c  a n d  c r e e n .

T h iiv alu e is chronicled as having appeared with the 
multiple wmk. (which shows many times over on 
these large stamps, whereas the wmk. only appears 
tw ice on those called s in g le  wmk.).

Aa we have been lucky enough to secure a  few 
with the old wmk. we have decided to offer them to 
the readers of “  G .S :W .” a t the

SP E C IA L  BABGAIH P B IC E
OF

6 8 .  p o s t - f r e e .

N .B .— T he above are unused and mint.

HEAD OFFICE: 391 STRAND. LONDON, W.C.
NBW YORK! STANLEY QIBBOOS, 1NCORPCRATED, 198 BROADWAY.

l O N D O T :  S T A N I . E T  G I B B  O N S  L l M I t t B



New Issue Service.
T O  O U R  B O X -H O L D E R S  O N L Y .’ 

Stamp* Dlstrlbutsd Waak aiding July 20tb. 
I M P O R T  A W T  W O T I C 1 .

'Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS 0THENWI8E STATED.

Box-holders should note that it Is quite 
unnecessary to order stamps given in 
this list) as everything due to them will 
bo put into their boxes, when we have a 
sufficient number. If a Box-holder does 
not receive a stamp noted in the list, he 
should consult the sign prefixed to it, 
which will probably explain the matter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE SIGNS CAREFULLY.

DOMINICAN REPU BLIC.
1905. Type 39. Frame in black. s. d.

to c., green . . . . t ©
90 c , olive . . . 1 *
$0 c., red-brown . . . . . . 4 0

1906. Same Type 
i  c., green 
9 c., chestnut .

90 c., olive .
$0 c., brown •
z p., violet

Centre in black So wmk.
0 z 
0 3 
* 9
4 O
8 o

No .ffttrrar/tp Distribution complete.
^Distribution as yet incomplete, 
t*  Further supply received and distribution now 

, completed.
1 a  Further supply received, but distribution still in* 

complete.
Types refer te illustrations in our current Catalogue.

The a umbers bracketed after the name of each country 
Indicate the last number of G.S. IV. in which reference was 
mode to that country in this column.

DOM  IMtOAM R E P U B U O .
Type 39. No wmk.

$ c., black and green.
9 c. „ chestnut.

90 c. „ olive.
50 c. ,, browo.
z p. „ violet.

Special Rate, 100 0 . «  1 Peso = &s. 6d.

Type 39. Wmk. Crosses and Circles, 
x c., black and rose-red.
5 c. ,, blue.

Rate 100 c. -  1 Peso *  4a. 64.

QtBM ALTAM  (Ilf).
King's Head. Multiple. Chalky.

ŝ d., lilac and black on blue. 

King's Head. Multiple. Ordinary. 
* aid., blue on white.

HOMO HOMO (1U V
King's Head. Multiple. Chalky.

90 c., grey-black and chestnut.
Rato 100 c. a  1 Dollar *  ts. M*

P A P U A .
British New Guinea stamps overprinted PAPUA* 

id., black and yellow-green, 
id. „ lake,
ad. „ violet.

,â d. „ ultramarine.
4d. ,, sepias
6d. „ myrtle-green.

* is. ,, orange.
* as. 6d. „ brown.

1907. Same type. Centre in black. Wmk. Crosses in Circles. 
i  c., green . . . . . . 0 1
S c., blue . . . . • . o 4

GIBRALTAR.
1907. King's Head. Multiple wmk. 

s)d., lilac on blue (ch.) . •. • . . o h

GWALIOR.
Cat. No. Various Issues. New or revised prices.
27 s rupee, grey . . 30 0

110 x rupee, carmine and green . used t 6
I ll fa.,green(Sersiv) . . « 0
112 ta.|plum ( „  ) . * »» 0-
11$ a a., ultramarine (Sersiv) • - *5 0
117 s a., plum (4th character omitted) - >. 30 0

1903-7, Service. King's Head.
a a., purple • , • . 0 6
4 a., olive-green . • . 1 0
8 a., magenta . • ,• t 0
x rupee, green and carmine • • used t 6

HONG KONG.
1907. King's Head. Multiple wtnk. 

ao c., grey-black and chestnut (ch.) . . . 0 8

N BW  ZEALAND.
»90d 7. Official Stamps. 

3d., brown . ,
6d., rosiae » . , .
is., vermilion . , . .

sed 0 8

PERU .
1900-7. New types.

ao c.| black and green . used o 6
s sol, violet and green , * . . j 6

PH ILIPPIN E ISLANDS (U.S.).
S9*7« Special Delivery.

an c., blue • . , ' . . . o 4

S T A N L E Y  G IBBON S, L T D ., 3 9 1  STR AN D , LONDON.

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 19S BROADWAY.



N o b )  R e a d y .  E n t i r e t y  R e v i s e d  a n d  G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d .

T H E

THIRD EDITION
O F

ALBUM WEEDS
B y The Rev. R. B. BARREL

V o t .  I . — A F G H A N I S T A N  T O  L U X E M B U R G .  -
A b o u t 3 8 0  o a t * * , demy 8 v o .

V o t .  I I . — M A D E I R A  T O  Z U L U L A N D .
A b o u t 7 2 0  p a t * * .

^ T ’ H IS  W ork is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist, who 
V *  is naturally anxious to ensure the absence of forgeries from his 

collection. As a work of reference, in this particular respect, it 
stands entirely unrivalled, being compiled by one who has acquired a 
world-wide repute, and whose speciality has for many years been the 
description o f  forgeries. An immense amount of labour has been 
bestowed on this New Edition, so as to still further increase its useful
ness. Every endeavour has been made by the Author, in the descrip
tion o f new and dangerous forgeries, e tc ., to bring the work fully up 
to date. Amongst the numerous additions may be noted an elaborate 
description o f technical terms met with in the course o f collecting. 
This section will be found especially useful for the guidance o f the 
novice or younger collector. T h e  illustrations have been considerably 
augmented, and a large and most interesting series o f postmarks, 
specially drawn, together with an index for reference, will be found in
cluded. Altogether the Publishers have no hesitation in recommend
ing this publication as a  most valuable adjunct to a  Philatelic Library, 
and useful alike to Collector and Dealer.

V o l. 1 . — P r ic e , b o u n d  in  e m b o sse d  g i l t  c lo th . 7 1 6 : p o s t - f r e e ,  61- 

V o t . 'I t .  , ,  . ,  , ,  , ,  7 / 6  „  SI-

Stanley gibbons, limited
391 STRAN D  LONDON, W.C.
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W E  h av e m any co llection s offered -to  us th a t for on e reaso n  o r  an o th er we d o not w ish to  pur
ch ase , an d  we hav e th erefore  d ecid ed  to  op en th is  Stamp Collections Register in  order to 
brin g  under th e n o tice  o f  our 12 ,000  read ers o f  th e  Stamp Weekly an d  Monthly Journal 

th e  d ifferent properties, th at m ay  b e  p laced  in o u r h an d s. In  ad dition to  pu blish in g th is  Register 
in  ou r two p ap ers w e sh a ll a lso  (w hen w e h av e  sufficient co llectio n s on  h an d ) issu e the Register in 
pam phlet form  and send to  a  la rg e  n u m ber o f  good bu yers w ho d o h o t su b scrib e  to  e ith er paper.

T h e  follow ing will b e  th e first cond ition s th a t m ust b e  ag reed  to  w hen w e e n ter a  co llection  
upon th is Register.

1st.— The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.— The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea {£ i. is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register*
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (to %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4tb.— Collections should be sent to 391, Strand , L ondon, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5th.— Collections may be inspected at 391, Strand , W .C.
6th.— The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.— Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.— No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.— Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G ., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps 
in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

No. 12. ------------------
" «

A  GOOD G E N E R A L  C O L LE C T IO N  O F

B ritish  Colonial Stamps
Containing about 3 25 0 varieties, 
neatly arranged in Imperial Album.

A m o n g  th e  b e tte r  s ta m p s  tee n o te :—

BAHAMAS, CAPE TRIANGULAR,
A  good lot. Good condition ; and later, nearly complete.

GAMBIA, GIBRALTAR, etc. etc.
Modern issuea pretty complete, mostly unused.

H e  Price Is £160 net.

S f e s k y  6 i b b t t &  L t o i k d ,  3 ® l  S t r a o d ,  L e w t e f c  W .C .



Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

F o r  B e g i n n e r s  a n d  Q e n e r e l C o l l e c t o r s .

N o. 6 , V o l. V I .
(Whole Mo. 186).

1 0  A U G U S T ,  1 9 0 7 . O n e  P e n n y .

C o n t e n t s .
P A G E

1. GOSSIP OP THE HOUR. By Carnellut Wrlnilt St

2. PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. By Botutll Junior S3

3. STAMP DESIGNS: A Comparison of Ancient
and Modern. By Bertram W, H. Pool* 85

4. NOTES ON THE BREITFUSS
COLLECTION. By Charles J. Phillips . . 88

5. FORGERIES AND REPRINTS :
How to Detect Them. By Bee. Robert B. [arte 9s

6. NEW ISSUES. By W.P.8. . .. . 9 a

7. SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE: *
Our Transvaal Letter 96

BARGAINS IN 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

P ost-free.
No. a. d.
7. IOO, a ll different . 2 X
8. 100 »» rarer . 5 X
9. 900 ft rare  . 5 X

66. 500 >9 9 • 4 X
67. 1000 »» 9 IS 0
68. 1500 >* . 35 0
69. 9000 » ;* • 60 0
69a.  3OOO >* . 170 0
69b . 4000 • 380 0

T h e s e  P A C K B rS  co a ta rn  s ta m p s  in  P S N B  
C O N D IT IO N , a n d  a re  u n d o u b ted ly  th e  b e s t  v a lu e  
o ffe re d  b y  a n y  sta m p  d e a le r•

Special Bargains
For 6.S.W . Readers.

B R IT IS H

S O U TH  A FR IC A
1 9 0 5 .  I s s u e  C o m  m e m o r a t i n g  

t h e  V i s i t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  A s s o c i a 

t i o n  t o  R h o d e s i a  a n d  t h e  o p e n i n g  

o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  F a l l s  B r i d g e  

a c r o s s  t h e  Z a m b e s i .
Id ., re d .

Sid ., u ltra m a rin e .
5d., c la r e t.
Is ., b lu e^ jreen .

2s. 6d., b la c k .
5e „  m a u v e .

W e have just heard from a correspondent in 
Rhodesia that these stamps are selling at over Three 
Pounds per set out there, and he was delighted to 
receive them from as at the low rates in the catalogue.

T o  “ G .S .W .”  readers who have not yet secured 
these beautiful stamps we can still offer the set, as 
above, unused and mint.

S P E C IA L  BARGAIN PR IC E
1 1 a .  p o s t - f r e e .

HEAD OFFICE: 391 STRAND. LONDON. W.C.
N B W  YORK I ST A N L E Y  G IBBONS. INCORPORATED, 198 BROADW AY.

L O N D O N :  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S  L I M I T E D



New Issue Service.
TO  O U R  B O X -H O L D E R S  O N L Y . 

Stamp* Dl*trlbut»d Wtak aadlag July 271b.

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C K .

Box-holders should note th a t It is quite  
unnecessary to  order stam ps given  in  
th is  list, as everyth in g due to  them  w ill 
be p u t in to  th eir boxes, w hen w e h ave a  
■ ufflcient number. I f  a  Box-holder does 
not receive a  stam p noted in  th e list, he  
should oonsult th e  sign prefixed to  it,  
w hich w ill probably explain  th e m atter.

PLEASE MOTE THESE SWMS CAREFULLY.
No J?marffr«Dutribuiion complete.

•■ Distribution as yet incomplete.
♦  ■  Further supply received and distribution now 

completed.
{■ Further supply received, bat distribution still in

complete.
Typos ro/tr to illustrations in our currtnt CataUgus.

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of GS. IV. in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

BARBA D O S. (1*8)
Nelson Centenary Commemorative Issue. Mult. vrmk.

*  ^d., black and grey.
*  2d ., black and dull yellow.
* i jd . ,  black and ultramarine.

MEW SOUTH W A LES. (M)
Wmk. Crown and A. Chalky paper. Perf. 11. 

*  rod., violet.

Special price, 5s. each.

S T . VIMOEHT. (188)

New type. Multiple. Ordinary. 
) d .,  green, 
id ., carmine.

SOUTH AU STR A LIA . (US)
Type 24. Crown and A. Perf. i s  x  n j .

Id ., green.

Type 27. Thitk postage. Crown and A. Perf. i s .  

6d .v blue-green.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

CANADA-
1906. Postage Due Stamps. Type 7 1 .

s. d.
1 c ,  v io let . . t o

2 c. ,, . 0 2

Sc- . » ....................................................................... 0 4

NEW SOUTH WALES.
1906-7. Wmk. Crown and A. Perf. u .  

iod ., v iolet (N o . 466f) , . 5 o

ST. VINCENT.
1907* New Type. Multiple wmk.

J d .,  green  . .  ,  . o  1

id ., carm in e  . <■ . 0 2

e

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

1907. Type 24. Wmk, Crown and A. Perf. 12 x  n j .  

Jd .,  g re e n  . . . o  ' i

1907. Type 27. Same wmk. Perf. 12.

6d., b lu e-green  .  . . . 0 8

TASMANIA.

1906-7 . Wmk. Crown ever is. Per f. 12 ). New shade.

2d., m auve (N o . 215a) . > 0 3

2d. „  (1 stam p  w ith flaw on p late)pa ir 1 o

1906-7- Wmk. Crown over i t .  Perf. 11. New shade. 

2d., m au ve (N o . 219a) . . . 0 6

2d. „  (1  stam p  w ith flaw on p late) pair 1 6

s

S T A N L E Y  GIBBO N S, L T D ., 3 9 1  STR A N D , LONDON.

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.



N o t ) . R e a d y .  E n t i r e l y  R e v i s e d  a n d  G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d .

THIRD
T H E

EDITION

ALBUM WEEDS
B y  T h e  R e v . B . B . E A R 1&E.

V o l .  I . — A F G H A N I S T A N  T O  L U X E M B U R G .
A b o u t 3 0 0  p u t t s . d u m p  3 t o .

V o l .  I I . — M A D E I R A  T O  Z U L U L A N D .
A b o u t 7 2 0  p u t t s .

Work is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist, who 
ww is naturally anxious to ensure the absence of forgeries from his 

collection. As a work of reference, in this particular respect, it 
stands entirely unrivalled, being compiled by one who has acquired a 
world-wide repute, and whose speciality has for many years been the 
description of forgeries. An immense amount of labour has been 
bestowed on this New Edition, so as to still further increase its useful
ness. Every endeavour has been made by the Author, in the descrip
tion of new and dangerous forgeries, etc., to bring the work fully up 
to date. Amongst the numerous additions may be noted an elaborate 
description of technical terms met with in the course of collecting. 
This section will be found especially useful for the guidance of the 
novice or younger collector. The illustrations have been considerably 
augmented, and a large and most interesting series of postmarks, 
specially drawn, together with an index for reference, will be found in
cluded. Altogether the Publishers have no hesitation in recommend
ing this publication as a most valuable adjunct to a Philatelic Library, 
and useful alike to Collector and Dealer.

V o l, I . — P r ic e , b o u n d  In em b o ssed  g i lt  c lo th , 7 1 6 : p o s t - f r e e ,  81* 

V o l. I I .  „  , .  . .  716  „  8/.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED
3 9 1  S T R A N D  <Qp— «■ c~«>- L O N D O N . W .C .
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Have yon tried onr 
APPROVAL SH EETS?

I F  N O T , L E T  U S  S E N D  Y O U  

A  S A M P L E  S H E E T  O F  Y O U *  

F A V O U R I T E  C O U N T R Y .

T h e  stamps are arranged on sheets holding ten 
rows o f ten stamps, that is, one hundred stamps to a 
sh eet; from sixty to one hundred of each sheet are 
made up at a time, and the stamps are all arranged 
in exact catalogue order. F or instance, " A ” sheet 
contains stamps o f Great Britain and A ntigua; “  B  ” 
sheet contains Barbados, Bangkok, Bahamas, and 
Bermuda; and so on.

In  our stock we hare over sixty different sheets, 
so a collector who goes through them will have had 
the chance to buy more than six thousand different 
stamps, by no means a bad start for a pretty good 
collection.

No collector ever has the same sheet sent to him 
twice, as by means of a card index system we keep 
an exact record of every sheet a collector has bad.

On these sheets we allow a  discount of 10 %.

Now the next step is that o f the collector who has 
been through these sheets and wants something 
better, and this we provide by a  selection of

BLUE APPROVAL BOOKS.

O f these books we have some thousands; most of 
the books contain stamps of one er two countries, 
both used and unused, and it is these books that we 
use mostly for our foreign approval business.

Discount on the “ blue books" same as on approval 
sheets. Hundreds of selections sent out daily.

STAMP HINGES.
/ — \  We have prepared a  N E W

S T A M P  H I N G E , put up in 
air-tight tin boxes, each containing 
1000 hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily 
peelahle.

Prict 7d. par box, pait-traa.
KX ACT S1ZK.

THE IDEAL ALBUM.
ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD 
COMPRESSED INTO ONS VOLUME.

W it h  the view of providing our friends with a really 
handsome present for young stamp collectors, we 
have just had an edition of our ID E A L  ALBUM  
sumptuously bound in half-morocco, gilt edges aod 
gilt lettered. 25/-; p o st-fre e , 25/9.

$00 pages. Size, 9 i x l i |  Inches.
Produced it r̂eat cost in response to a demand for a simple 
Album, fully illustrated, with a square for each stamp, and 
omitting all perplexing minor varieties. This IDEAL Album 
may behest described as collecting made easy and pleasant.

Pocket Magnifying Glasses.

Aftbr examining some scores of different sorts, we have been 
able to get one combining the greatest power with the large-t 
field obtainable for pocket use. These glasses are mounted 
in handsome vulcanite frames, and are very compact. There 
are two lenses in each, which may be used singly, or if a very 
strong power is desired, may be combtoed.

Price 7} G ;  p o st-fre e , 7/7 ; abroad, 814.

New Stamp Magnifying Glass.

W« have pleasure in bringing to the.notice of 
our readers the New Magnifying Glass shown 
in the above illustrations. It is specially 
useful for the examination of stamps, to find 
out the plate-numbers and for the detection of 
forgeries in conjunction with the new edition 
of Album' Weeds, It is used by placing the 
flat side in contact with the stamp to be examined.
Price  o f  the M a gn ifyin g  Qfase, 6 f - ;  po st f r .  In  O t. B rita in , $/t.
-------  ...I, . — - .............. —

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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C o n t e n t s .
P A C K

1. GOSSIP OF THE HOUR. By Com.Ilut Wrinkle 97

1  OUR SYMPOSIUM: The Ideal Album for
a General Collector. By Bertram W. H. Poole . 99

3. PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. By BotwtU Junior toa

4. FURTHER NOTES ON THE BRE1TFU SS
COLLECTION. By Chattel J. Phillips . . 103

8. FORGERIES AND REPRINTS:
How to Detect Them. By Bio. Robert B. Carte :o6

6. NEW ISSUES. By W.P.B. . . . 107

7. SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE:
Notee from the Orange River Colony . it:

8. EDITORIAL NOTES . . . tia

9. BUSINESS NOTICE . . . . 11a

Special Bargains
For 8.S.W. Readers.

S U D A N
ARMY SERVICE STAMPS

BARGAINS IN 
PACKETS tf STAMPS

No.
7. too, all different

P o st-free, 
s , do 
2  X

8.. io» tf rarer 5  x
9. 200 • 1 rare 5  »

6 6 . 500 II 4  *
67. 1 0 0 0 II * 5  0

68. 1500 II 35 0

69. 2 0 0 0 • 1 6 0  0

69a . 3 0 0 0 II 1 7 0  0

69b. 4 0 0 0 II 2 8 0  0

Them e P A C K E T S  c o n ta in  mtmmpa la  P IN B  
C O N D IT IO N , a n d  a n  u n d o u b ted ly  t h e  bo a t v a lu e  
o ttered  b y  a n y  e te m p  d d k ler.

1 9 0 4 . D romedary type with targe 
overprint, a s  above.

1 mil, brown and carmine, unused,

S I X P E N C E .

A s tost, but Error, note o f  exclam ation  
r  I ") instead o f  f ir s t  '* / " in O FFIC IA L.

Mint horizontal pair, one stamp with 
above error,

T W E N T Y  S H I L L I N G S .

Mint horizontal pair, one stamp with large 
and one with small overprint, as above,

T E N  S H I L L I N G S .

W e  have very few of these pairs, and can only 
supply them to early applicants in strict rotation 
until supply is exhausted.

LONDON: STANLEY GIBSONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D , L O N D O N . W .C .

NEW YORK I STANLEY QIBBON*. INCORPORATED, 19S BROADWAY



New Issue Sebvice.
TO  O U R  B O X-H O LD ERS O N LY . 

Stamps Distributed Wesk sadlag August 3rd.

IMPORTANT NOTICK.

B o x - h o ld e r s  s h o u ld  n o t e  t h a t  I t  i s  q u ite  
u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  o r d e r  s t a m p s  g iv e n  in  
t h i s  l i s t ,  a s  e v e r y t h i n g  d u e  t o  t h e m  w i l l  
b e  p u t  in t o  t h e i r  b o x e s , w h e n  w e  h a v e  a  
e u f f lc ie n t  n u m b e r . I f  a  B o x -h o ld e r  d o e s 
n o t  r e c e iv e  a  s t a m p  n o te d  i n  t h e  l i s t ,  h e  
s h o u ld  c o n s u lt  t h e  s ig n  p r e f ix e d  t o  i t ,  
w h ic h  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  e x p la in  t h e  m a t t e r .

PLEASE NOTE THESE SIBN8 CAREFULLY.
No Remark » Distribution complete.

*s» Distribution as yet incomplete.
♦ « Farther supply received and distribution oow 

completed.
Further supply received, but distribution still in* 

complete.
Types rtfer to illustrations in our current Catalogue.

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G.S. IV. in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

MOROCCO AGENCIES. (126)
Stamps o f Great Britain overprinted 

m o ro cc o  a g e n c ie s , in black.

green. Ord. paper, 
id., scarlet „
2d., green and scarlet. Chalky paper. 
4d., green and brown. „
6d., purple. „
is., green and scarlet „

*  as. 6d., lilac „

Stamps of Great Britain surcharged 
m o ro cco  a g e n c ie s  with value in 

Spanish currency.

t  50 cts. on 5d., purple and ultramarine. 
Chalky paper.

J 1 P. on iod., purple and scarlet. Chalky 
paper.

$ 3P . on 2s. 6d., lilac. Chalky paper.
J 6 P. on 5s., carmine. Ord. paper.
I 12 P. on 1 os., ultramarine „

Bate, 100 c. ■= 1 Peseta, 9f  d.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
AU UNUSED UNLES8 OTHERWISE STATED.

B O L IV IA .

1890-1901. Types 18 and 24. ' Reduced Prices.
s. d.

30 c., bistre-brown (No. 98) . . . used o 6
1 bo)., dull violet (No. 99) . . , , 1 0
2 boL, brown (No. 105) . . ,, 3 0

C Y P R U S .

1904. King’s head. M ultiple. Ordinary. New shade. 

30 paras, mauve and green . . . 0 2

M O R O C C O  A G E N C I E S .

1907. Contemporary Stamps o f Great Britain over
printed MOROCCO AGENCIES, in black.

id .,  green . . . . . 0 1
id ., scarlet . . . . 0 2
2d., green and scarlet . . . 0 3
4d., green and brown . . . 0 6
6d., purple . . . . 0 8
is ., green and scarlet . . . 1 4

Sim ilar stamps surcharged in addition with value in
Spanish currency.

S c. on id., pale green . . . 0 1
10 c. on id., scarlet . . . . 0 2
15 c. on lid., purple and green. . . 0 3
20 c. on 2d., green and scarlet . . . 0 3
25 c. on 2|d., ultramarine .. . . 0 4
50 c. on Sd., purple and ultramarine . . 0 7

N IC A R A G U A .

19OO. Type 15. uEngraved. Perf. 12. 
Unused. Used.

6 c., deep rose (No. 138) — I 0
20 c., brown ( , ,  141) 0 9 —

So c., dull red ( ,, 142) * 9 I O
1 p., yellow ( „  143) <2 9 1 6
2 p., orange-red( „  144) S ' 0 0 9
5 p., black ( „  145) 12 O 1 6

1905. Provisional. Type 15. Surcharged.

S c. on 10 c., mauve (No. 284). unused 0 4

P O R T U G A L .

1907. Type 39. Perf. 11J. New shade.

50 r., pale ultramarine . . . 0 5

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, L T D ., 3 9 * ST R A N D , LONDON.

NEW  Y O R K : STA N L E Y  GIBBONS, INCORPORATED , 198 BROAD W AY.

*



tOO POSTAGE STAMPS, all genuine and different, and of a catalogue Value of
over 8s., are presented With each STRAND ALBUM.

—  T h e  S t r a n d  —  
P o s t a g e  S t a m p  A l b u m

NEW EDITION.
'T 'H E  book, which is printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound .in a  new and 

specially designed cover. T h e  shape is as illustrated, and the size a  new and convenient one, 
viz. 9$ in. by 7$ inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album is full the 
covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly con
structed books.

eXsXXafsi

No. 14.
320 pages. Spaces fo r 

8000 Stam ps.

Nos. 15 and i(S.
400 pages. Spaces fo r  

11,000 S tam p s.

The:
S t R'HND ' 
StampAlbum

vlsXKfiKj

Nos. 15 and 16 
include a  series of 

S ix  Maps, 
sp ecia lly  engraved 

fo r th is
Publication , and 

b e au tifu lly  printed 
in Colours.

Concise Geographical and other particulars with Illustrations are given at the head o f each 
country, the pages being divided into rectangles, as is usual, with this m ost important innovation, 
that they vary in size so as to conveniently accomm odate the Stam ps desired to be placed in 
position. T h is is an advantageous improvement that will commend itse lf to every collector. Post 
Cards are not provided for, as all Philatelists o f experience know it is best to  collect them  separately.

A  new and very important departure has been made in Nos. 1 ;  and 16, in including for the 
first tim e in any Philatelic Album a  series o f  S ix  specially drawn Maps, printed in colours, and 
giving the names o f all Stamp-issuing Countries. They are o f course fully brought up to date, 
and are  not needlessly encumbered with unnecessary names, thus increasing their usefulness for 
easy and instant reference.

E a ch  Album now has four full-page Illustrations showing the W aterm arks found on all Stamps.

P R I C E S .
No. 14 .— Strongly and neatly bound in plain cloth, gilt lettered, 320 pages, post-free, 2 /11 ; abroad, 3/4. 
No. 1 5 .— Strongly and handsomely bound in plain cloth, with gilt edges and lettering, and six Maps, and 

eighty extra leaves, post-free, 5/6 ; abroad, 6/-.
No. 1 6 .— Handsomely bound m half morocco, lettered on back, plain cloth sides, with six Maps, gilt edges, 

400 pages, post-free, 9 / -; abroad, 9/6.
Each quality can be supplied in either blue, red, or green art bindings.

NEW BINDING.
No. 1 7 .— Handsomely bound in half-art canvas, with art vellum sides, and lettered and finished in gold.

Gilt edges, six Maps, 400 pages ̂ interleaved to prevent any chance of stamps rubbing, 7/6; 
post-free, 8 / l ; abroad, extra.

B L A N K  L E A V E S . For No. 14,— 9d. per dozen; 5/- per 100, post-free. For No. 15, 16, or 17, gilt 
edges.— 1/3 per dozen; 9/- per too, post-free.

Sb r g t . P. D., Glasgow. RECENT UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS.
“  I like the general outline of the 1 Strand ’ Album and consider it in every respect very suitable 

for beginners, which I was when I purchased mine. The quality of the paper is good, and the division is 
excellent, in fact I consider it the best album published at tne price. You may use this recommendation as 
you think fit.”

A. S., Lower Clapton R d., N .E .
“ I bought onerof your Strand Postage Stamp Albums the other day and I think jt is marvellous how 

you can make themfani s>ll them at such a low price as 2/6. Every one I have shown it to, says it is worth 
double the price; 100 foreign stamps are given with it, and they alone are worth I/-.”

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 3 9 1  S T B A N D , L O N D O N , W .C .
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STANDARD GUIDES FOR 
STAMP COLLECTORS.

ST A N L E Y  O IB B O N S

PRICED CATALOGUE of the 
Postage Stamps of the World.
Vol. I . G re a t B r ita in  and Colonies.

Price, post-free, 3/9.

Vol. I I . T h e  R e st o f th e  W orld .
Out of print.

THE “ IDEAL” 
PERFORATION GAUGE.

Can be carried in the pocket, and stamps measured 
without removing them from the album. !

Price 7 d. p o st-free .

GUMMED 
STAMP MOUNTS.

The “  S.G .”  Stamp Mounts, in tin boxes, per 1000, 
7d. p o st-free .

Better quality, in three sizes, per 1000,
1/- p o st-free .

STAMPS AND 
STAMP COLLECTING.

B y M ajor E . B. EV A N S.
The Young Collector is frequently perplexed by 

the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations o f these will 
be found in this book.
Price 3/9 in Paper Cover, o r 4/3 s tro n g ly  

bound in C loth .

TWEEZERS
F o r  H and ling  and  S o r t in g  S tam p s.

No. 1.— Blunt ends, post-free, 3/7.
No. 2.— Round ends, post-free, 3/1.
No. 3.— Pointed ends (in use in our offices, and 

highly recommended), post-free, 3/1 .A COLOUR DICTIONARY.
B y  B. W . W A R H U R ST.

Specially prepared for stamp collectors, and illus
trated in fifty-eight colours.

P rice 3/8 in Paper Cover, o r 4/8 bound 
In C lo th .

STANLEY GIBBONS 
HANDBOOKS.

s. d. x. d.
Portuguese India . . 4 9 . 6 3  
South Australia . . 7 9 . 9 9  
Shanghai . . . 5 3 - 7 9  
Saint Vincent. . . 5 3 . 7 9  
Barbados . . . 7 9 . 10 9 
Reprints . . 4 3 . 5 9  
Grenada . . . . 7 9 . 9 9  
Sicily . . . . 21 5 . 30 5

THE STAMP COLLECTOR.
B y  BACON &  H ARD Y.

A ll about Collecting— its Origin and Development, 
History in Stamps, the Stamp Market, Famous 
Collections, List of Philatelic Societies, etc. etc.

I f f  Illustrations. 494 pages.

Price 4/10 p o st-free . “ MY DUPLICATES”

A  small but handy pocket-book, with slips to 
contain duplicates or new purchases. Very useful. 

P o st-free , 1/1.

A la rg e r  P o ck e t C o llectin g -B o o k ,
with large pocket at back and patent fastening 

on flap.
P o st-free  3/7 .

REPRINTS.
B y  E . D. BACON.

W ill be found of the greatest use to collectors, and 
explains how to detect reprints and official imitations 
from genuine stamps.

Price 4/3 In Paper Cover, o r 5/9 bound 
in C loth .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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P A C K
I. GOSSIP OF THE HOUR. By Comettuh Wrinkle. >13

1. FURTHER NOTES ON THE BREITFUSS
COLLECTION. By Cherlee <1. Phllllpe . . i «4

Special Bargains
For B.S.W. Readers.

3. GENERAL COLLECTING FOR PLEASURE
AND PROFIT. With many of the Advantages 
of Specialism. B y  M. 2. Kuttner « • • is8

4. FORGERIES AND REPRINTS:
How to Detect Them. B y  Res. Robert B . B o ris  sso

5. NEW ISSUES. B y  W .P .B . . . . u 3

OFFICIAL

6. MISCELLANEOUS

T. PHILATELIC SOCIETIES N A T A L
BARGAINS III 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
No.
7. 100, all different

Post’froe. 
a, d.
2  X

8. 100 II rarer 5  *
9. 300 II rare 5  1

66. 500 ft 4  *
67. 1000 9* 15 0
68. 1500 99 35  0
69. 3000 II do 0
69a.  3000 99 • 170 0
69b. 4000 99 380 0

T h a t  P A C K E T S ] co n ta in  * t a m p , la  P IN B  
C O N D ITIO N , a a i  a r^  a o d e a b te ily  t b . b a h t ra h ta  

; e ft e r e i  b y  a n y  h ta m p  i c i e r .

‘K in g 's  H e a d . M u ltip le  W m K . 
O v e rp rin te d  “  O ff ic ia l ."

id., carmine (No. 304).

Official stamps, overprinted as above, are now 
O B S O L E T E , their use having been abandoned 
in favonr of Ordinary stamps perforated with 
letters “  N .G .R.”  (Natal Government Railways.)

No m ore overprinted stam ps Hill be 
issued fo r  o ffic ia l use.

O R D I N A R Y  R E T A I L  P R I C E
3a. ed.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
UNUSED AND MINT.

2 8 .  6 d .  p o s t 1

H E A D  O F F I C E  i 3 9 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N , W .C .
NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS. INCORPORATED, to* BROADWAY

LONDON: STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED



STANDARD GLIDES FOR 
STAMP COLLECTORS.

S T A N L E Y  a iB B O N S

P R IC E D  C A T A LO G U E  of the 
Postage Stam ps of the World.
V ol. 1. G re a t B r ita in  and  C olonies.

Price, post-free, 3/9.

Vol. 11. T h e  R e s t  o f th e  W orld .
Out of print.

T H E  “ ID E A L ” 
PER F O R A T IO N  GAUGE.

Can be carried in the pocket, and stamps measured 
without removing them from the album.

Price 7 d. p o st-free .

G U M M E D  
S T A M P  M O UN TS.

The “  S.G.”  Stamp Mounts, in tin boxes, per 1000, 
7d. p o st-free .

Better quality, in three sizes, per 1000,
1 /- p o st-free .

S T A M P S  A N D  
S T A M P  C O LLE C T IN G .

B y  M ajor E . B. EV A N S.
The Young Collector is frequently perplexed by 

the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these will 
be found in this book.
P rice  2/9 in Pap er Cover, o r 4/3 s tro n g ly  

bound in C loth .

T W E E Z E R S
F o r  H an d lin g  an d  S o r t in g  S tam p s.

No. x.— Blunt ends, post-free, 3/7 .
No. 2.— Round ends, post-free, 3/l.
No. 3.— Pointed ends (in use in our offices, anil 

highly recommended), post-free, 3/1.A  CO LO UR D ICT IO N ARY.
B y B. W . W A R H U R ST .

Specially prepared for stamp collectors, and illus
trated in fey-eight colours.

P rice 3/8 in Paper Cover, o r 4/8 bound 
in C lo th .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  
H A N DBO O KS. & E  «

S. d, J. d.
Portuguese India .  . 4 9 . 6 3  
South Australia . 7 9 - 9 9  
Shanghai . . - 5 3 * 7 9  
Saint Vincent. . . 5 3 . 7 9  
Barbados . . 7 9 . to 9 
Reprints . . . . 4 3 - 5 9  
Grenada . . . 7 9 . 9 9  
Sicily . . . . 21 5 . 30 5

T H E  S T A M P  CO LLECTO R.
B y BACON &  H ARD Y.

All about Collecting— its Origin and Development, 
History in Stamps, the Stamp Market, Famous 
Collections, List of Philatelic Societies, etc. etc.

347 Illustrations. 394 pages.
Price 4/10 p ost-free . “ M Y  D U P L IC A T E S ”

A  small but handy pocket-book, with slips to 
contain duplicates cr new purchases. Very useful. 

P o st-fre e , 1/1.

A la rg e r  P o c k e t C o llectin g -B o o k ,
with large pocket at back and patent fastening 

on flap.
P o st-fre e  3/7 .

R E P R IN T S .
B y  E . D. BACON.

W ill be found of the greatest use to collectors, and 
explains how to detect reprints and official imitations 
from genuine stamps.

Price 4/3 In Pap er Cover, o r 5/9 bound 
In C loth .

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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1. GOSSIP OF THE HOUR. By Cornelius Wrinkle. 1x3
Special Bargains

2. FURTHER NOTES ON THE BREITFUSS
COLLECTION. By Charles J. Phillip. . . 114

3. GENERAL COLLECTING FOR PLEASURE
AND PROFIT. With man; of the Advantages 
of Specialism. By M. 2 . Kuttner . • • 1x8

4. FORGERIES AND REPRINTS:
How to Detect Them. By Ren. Robtrt B. Cart, iso
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For 8.S.W. Readers.

OFFICIAL

6. MISCELLANEOUS

7. PHILATELIC SOCIETIES N A T A L
BARCAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
P o r t -f m .

No.
7. too, all different . M.

a
d.
I

8. 100 99 rarer 5 X
9. aoo n rare 5 X

66. 500 »» 4 X
67. xooo »i *5 0
68. 1500 99 39 0
69. 2000 99 60 0
69a. 3000 99 *70 0
69s. 4000 99 280 0

T b t t t  P A C K E T S  IcoaMfa stam ps fa  P IN B  
C O N D ITIO N , a n d  a n  m n d a eb ta d ly  the b a a t ra tn a  
.t f .n d  b y  a n y  a ta m p  d a a la r.

K in g ’s  H e a d . M u ltip le  W m R , 
O v e rp rin te d  “  O ff ic ia l .”

id., carmine (No. 304).

Official stamps, overprinted as above, are now 
O B S O L E T E , their use having been abandoned 
in favour of Ordinary stamps perforated with 
letters “  N .G .R ." (Natal Government Railways.) .

No m ore overprinted stam ps V it l be 
issued fo r  o ffic ia l use.

O R D I N A R Y  R E T A I L  P R I C E
3 m. 6 d .

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
UNUSED AND MINT,

2 8 .  6 d .  p o s t - f r e e .

LONDON: STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N , W .C .

NEW YORK: STANLEY QIBBONE. INCORPORATED. i«* BROADWAY



New Issue Service.
T O  O d t-B O Z .H O I.D B H S  O N L Y .

Stamps Dlstrlbutad Waak aodlag August Wtb.

IIWPOWTANT NOTICE.

Box-holders should note th a t  I t  1s quite 
unnecessary to  order stam ps given  in  
th is  lis t, a s  everything due to  them  s i l l  
be put in to  th e ir  boxes, w hen we have a  
sufficient number. I f  a  Box-holder does 
n ot receive a  stam p noted in  th e  lis t , he 
should consult th e  sign prefixed to  it , 
w hich w ill probably exp lain  th e  m atter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE SI8N8 CAREFULLY,
Wo /tovorA a  Distribution complete.

*«s Distribution as yet incomplete, 
f a  Farther supply reoeived and distribution now 

completed.
t ̂ Farther supply receivedi bat distribution Rill in

complete.
Typos rtftr to Uluitrmtwu in our currtnt Cntologuo,

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G.S.W, io which reference waa 
made to that country in this column. f

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
AU UNUSED UNLESS 0THENWI8E STATED.

C H I L I .

1904. Telegraph stamps overprinted fo r  postal use,
s. d.

2 c., pale brown (No. 80) . . . 15 o
lo c ., olive-green (No. 85) . . . 15 0
3 c. on s c., red (No. 87a) . . . 2 6

12 c. on 5 c., red variety (No. 89) . used 10 o

189s Postage Due Stamp.

a c ., black on yellow (No. 202) . .  1 6
4 Ct >1 ( , ,  203) . .  2 6
6 c. «> ( „  204) . • 3 0
8c. »> ( „  205) . .  4 0

10 c. II ( „  206) , .  4 0
x6 c. II ( . ,  207) . . 4 6
20 c. » ( „  208) • • S 0
30 C. 1) ( „  209) k .  6 0
40 c. • I ( „  210) . .  10 0

E C U A D O R .
New Portrait Types, P eif, 14, 15.
r c., black and red (Roca),
2  C . 11 blue (Noboa).
3c. >1 yellow-brown (Roblos).
S c. *> lilac-rose (Orvina).

I O C . »» blue (Moreno).
20 c. »> pale green (Carrion).
50c. >8 purple (Espinosa),

1 sucre II deep green (Borrero),
Bate, 100 & ..I lucre =.Ji. 9 0.

M O R O O O O  A D E N O S E S . (187)
Stamp o f Great Britain overprinted MOROCCO 

. AGBNCIBS, in black. 
t  2 S. 6 d ., lilac.

N E P A L .
Siva Mahadeo Type. Perf. 13J.

2 pice, brown.
4 „  green.
8 „  carmine.

16 ,, purple.
Bate, 04 ploe^l rupco=la. 4 4 .

N E W  Z E A L A N D .  (181)
Types 27 and 43. Wink. Single-lined N Z and Star. 

Perf. 14.
t  2td., deep blue.

6d., pink.

ECUADOR.
1907* New Portrait Types.

1 c ., black and red (Roca) . . . 0 1
2 c. „  blue (Noboa) . . . 0 2
3 c. „  yellow-brown (Robles) . . 0 2

NEPAL.
1907. New Type. 

2 pee,.brown.
4 pee, green 
8 pee, carmine 

16 pee, purple

P*rf- i3l-
o [
O 2

°  3
o 6

N EW  ZEALAND.
Types 27 and 43.

2Id., deep blue 
6d., pink* .

Wmk. single-lined N Z and Stay. 
Perf. 14.

. ' . 0 3  
.........................................0 8

PARAGUAY.
1904-d . Type 39. Perf. jr i| , 12.

Sc., blue (No. 104) . . . used o 1
S c ., pale blue (No. 105) . . , , 0 1
S c., yellow (No. 106a) . . . , , 0 1

ST A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, L T D ., 391 ST R A N D , LONDON.

NEW Y O R K : S TA N L E Y  GIBBONS, INCORPORATED , 198 BROADW AY.

, t-.-r-i-.-uU'. b - X ' ->2.. »/.%-.• -'Sr . ; ' 'j* PI*



T H E  ID E A L  A L B U M .
200 PO STAG E STA M PS, all different, 
presented free with each  Ideal Album.

On the inside of the front cover there is a permanent linen pocket for duplicates, and in this 
pocket the above packet of Stamps will be placed in the first 4000 Ideal Albums.

1 m._______ _ mW “”h-ga_ gIT _ IMUli
l u n [ HR*II* —

1 *AB
] R

— - -EF QQ H
m m ] p—- i a i i i’j n -1iiiRFPi ill

■ HEHiJEl1
IBa *1 iJ 1 1

hr ;*1 a1~l-1 u
■ ■ S i! n s 1BBW1 pi

all
600 pages. 8ixe—9£xf1| Inches. 5,200 Illustrations*

A NEW AND THOROUGHLY UP-TO-DATE ALBUM.
N

For some years past we have had a great demand for a simple Album, fully illustrated, with a 
square for each Stamp, and omitting all minor varieties, and we trust that collectors and the trade 
will be pleased with this our latest production.

It is essential that an Album of this description should be in one volume, and in order to make 
this possible we have had to print it upon both sides of the paper and to rigidly cut down Varieties.

With the aim before us of producing a book to suit the great bulk of general collectors, we 
have, after much consideration, decided to limit T h e  I d e a l  A l b u m  to the Postage Stamps o f the 
World, and to omit all such varieties as Postal Fiscals, Official or Service Stamps, Postage Due 
or Unpaid Letter Stamps, etc. etc.

This Album is arranged strictly alphabetically—thus Vathy will be found under the V s and not 
in French Consular Offices, Aitutaki under the A’s and not after New Zealand, etc. etc.

i
I D E A L  I .— O/i extra stout paper, strongly bound in doth, artistically designed 

couer in assorted colours, sprinkled edges, gold lettered on back, 600 pages.
Price, post-free, U .K ., 10/7;  abroad, ex tra .

ID E A L  I I .— As last, but INTERLEAVED to prevent any chance of Stamps 
rubbing, and in superior and stronger binding.

Price, post-free, U .K ., 15/10;  abroad, extra .
ID E A L  I I I .— Sumptuously bound in half-morocco, gilt edges and lettering, 

and INTERLEAVED as Ideal If.
Price, post-free, U .K ., 25/9;  abroad, ex tra .

IDEAL Nos.j I. and II. can be supplied bound in blue, green, or red. 
IDEAL No. fU i., ,bound in half red or green morocco only.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
3



“ S I M P L E X ”

B L A N K  A L B U M S
F o r Postage S tam ps .

SPR IN G  B A C K . M O V A B L E  L E A V E S .

In response to numerous demands we have just produced a new BLANK ALBUM at a 
popular price. _

It contains 150 specially prepared leaves of stout highly glazed paper, printed with 
grey border, quadrilli background, and tablet for name of country, secured ih place, together 
with a protecting wrapper, by a spring-back cover.

The leaves can be easily removed or replaced by taking them and their wrapper in one 
band, and with the other hand, pressing back the cover until its two edges meet, as shown 
in the illustration.

“ S IM P L E X .” 150 leaves, cloth cover,, bevelled boards, lettered on back, with blank 
panel in which particulars of contents can be inserted.

Price 12/6; post-free in U.K. 13/1;  abroad extra. .
L O O S E  L E A V E S ,  lO d. p e r  d o ze n ; 5/- p e r  10 0, p o st-fre e .

Bound in dark green or marone. When ordering mention colour desired.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L td .,  3 9 1  S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W .C .



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For Beginners and General Collectors.

No. 9 , Vol. VI.
(Wbole Mo. 139). 31 AUGUST, 1907. O n e  P en n y .

C o n t e n t s .
PAGE

1. GOSSIP OF THE HOUR. By Cornelius Wrlnhle xig

; 2. FURTHER NOTES ON THE BREITFUSS
COLLECTION. By Charles J. Phillip. . . 131

3. PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. By Boswell Junior 133

4. THE STAMPS OF NEPAL.
By Major C. B. Eoans .' . . .  134

; 5. W HAT IS A POSTAGE STAMP ?
By Bertram W. H. Poole . , . . *37

6. NEW ISSUES. By W.P.B. . . . >39

7. FORGERIES AND REPRINTS:
How to Detect Them. By Bee. Robert B. Earle 143

8. EDITORIAL NOTES . . . 144

9. BUSINESS NOTICE . . . 144

BARGAINS IN 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

No.
7. too, all different

P ost-free, 
e . d.
2  X

8 . 1 0 0 99 rarer . S x
9. 300 99 rare  . s  *

6 6 . 5 0 0 99 4  *
67. xooo *S 0
6 8 . 1 5 0 0 99 3 5  0

69. 2 0 0 0 99 6 0  0

69a. 3 0 0 0 99 1 7 0  0

69b. 4 0 0 0 99 a6 o  0

--------1----- r ~
T h e e . P A C K E T S  'ca m feta  .t a m p , la  P IN B  

C O N D ITIO N , m od a n  n a d o a b trtly  t b s  b a st r o t a , 
■ a tten d  b y  am y .t a m p  d a a la r.

Special Bargains
For 8.S.W. Readert.

PORTUGAL
1 8 9 5 .9 9 .  T y p e  3 9 .

%

r., pale grey (error, imperf. and valve 
omitted).

We have only secu red  a  
v ery  SMALL NUMBER of 
th ese  R A R E  E R R O R S ,so  
ord ers  m ust be execu ted  
in rotation as  received .

SPECIAL BARGAIN PB1CE
f

8 9 .  6 d .  p o s t - f r e e .

LONDON: STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
■ H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 0 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N . W .C .

NSW YORK: STANLEY dlBBONS, INCORPORATED, 1 9 $ BROADWAY



New Issue S ervice.
T O  O U R  B O X .H O L D E R S O N L Y .

ItNWi DlatribuM  Wtak atsdlag August 17th.

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

Box-holder* should n ote  th a t  I t  i s  q u ite  
unneoeiMUF? to  order stam ps given  in  
th is  l is t , s s  everyth ing  due to  th em  m ill 
be p u t In to  th e ir  boxes, w hen we h av e a  
sufficient num ber. I f  a  Box-holder does 
not receive a  stam p noted  In  th e  l is t , he 
should consu lt th e  sign  prefixed to  i t ,  
w hich m ill probably exp la in  th e  m a tter .

PLEASE NOTE THE8E SIGNS CAREFULLY.
No ^m«r4 aDittiibatioa complete.

*<■  Distribution as yet incomplete.
♦ •Further supply received and distribution now 

completed.
tnForthv supply received, but distribution still in* 

complete.
Tyfot rtftr to ilbutrmiiens in our eurrtui Cmtmlogug.

The numbers bracketed after the name of end) country 
Indicate the last number of G.S.W. in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

BARBADOS. (186)
Nelson Centenary Commemorative Issue. M ult. wmk. 

X H .  black and grey.
Z 2d., black and dull yellow.
X 2$d., black and ultramarine.

BRITISH HONDURAS.
King. M ultiple. Chalky.

*  i  c ., bluish green.
Bate, 100 c .=$1=4* . Sd.

MOROOOO A QENOIES. (186)
Stamp of. Great Britain overprinted MOROCCO 

AGKNCIKS, in black. 
t  as. 6d ., lilac.

HEW SOUTH WALES. (186)
Type 52, on Victoria paper. Wmk. Crown and double- 

lined K. Type 58. Ptrf. I 2 x t t ) .
. *  2d., u ltram arine.

NORWAY. (188) J 
New type. King Haakon VII. Perf. 1 4 )  x  13I.

*  I  k r . ,  green.
*  1 )  k r ., blue.
*  2  k r., rose.

Bate, 100ore=l krasSaU . id .

T A S M A N IA .  (186)
Type 20 . Wmk. Crown and A . Perf. 12 x 12).. 

*■  I s . ,  rose a n d  green.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
A ll UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

D O M IN IC A N  R E P U B L I C .

F e b ., X899. Type 27.
s. d.

20 c . , brown, error, imperf. .  . .  10 o

1900. Type 29. Imperf.
)  c .,  black . .  .  reduced to 10 o

E C U A D O R .

Various Issues. Revised Prices.
Cat. No.

77. 5  c., on 2 0  c .,  orange . 1 . 5 0

1 0 2 a  5  c .,  vermilion . . . . 4 0

404. t  c., ultramarine . . . 4 0

409. t c .,  blue . .  . . 1 0

417. 2  c .,  bistre . . 1 0

438. 1  c .,  slate . . . . 0 2

436. 2  c ., lake .  . . 0 2

437. 4  cl, brown . . . . 0 6

443. 2  c ., lake . . . 0 9

467. 2  cl, lake . . . 1 0

469. to  c<, orange . . . 1 0

503. 1  c ., vermilion . . . . 0 3

604. 2  c ., blue . .  . . 0 3

617. to  c ,  green . . . 1 6

618. 2 0  c .,  vermilion . • ,  1  6
748. 1  c ., slate . > . . 1 6

749. 2  c .,  lake . . 1 0

908. 1 c .,  slate-green . . . 1 6

904. 2  c., blue . .- . . 1 6

F I J I  IS L A N D S .

1891- 1900. Types si and 22. Reduced Dices.
Sd., ultramarine (No. 106) . . . 8 0
2)d., pale brown (No. Ill) . . . 2 0

M O R O C C O  A G E N C IE S .

1907.  Without value in Spanish currency.
23.6d., lilac . . . . .  3 3

W E S T E R N  A U S T R A L IA .

1906-7 . Wmk, Crown and A. Perf. t l .  

id ., carmine-rose . .  .  , used o 1
2d., yellow . . . , , 0 1

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 3 9 1  S T R A N D , LO N D O N .

N E W  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198 BRO A D W A Y .



T H E  ID E A L  A L B U M .
2 0 0  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S , a ll  d iffe re n t,  
p r e s e n te d  f r e e  w ith  e a c h  Id e a l  A lb u m .

O n  th e  insid e o f  th e  fron t co v er th ere  is a  p erm an en t lin en  p ock et for d uplicates, a n d jn  th is 
p ock et th e  abo v e p ack et o f  S ta m p s will b e  p laced  in th e first 4 0 0 0  Id e a l Album s.

600 pi(M . Siio—OJxtlJ Inches. 6 , 2 0 0  IllintnU on.

A NEW AND THOBOUGHLY UP-TO-DATE ALBUM.
FO R  som e y ears p ast w e h av e had a  g rea t dem and for a  sim ple A lbu m , fully illustrated, with a 
sq u are  for each  S tam p , and  om itting  a ll m in or varieties, an d  we tru st th at co llectors and th e  trade 
will b e  pleased  with th is our la te s t production.

I t  is essen tia l th at a n  A lbum  o f  th is d escrip tion  should b e  in one volum e, and  in order to  m ake 
th is  p ossible we have h ad  to print it upon both sides o f  th e  paper an d  to  rig id ly  cu t down varieties.

W ith  the aim  befo re  us o f  producing a  book to  su it th e  g rea t bu lk  o f  general co llectors, we 
hav e, a fter m uch co n sid eration , d ecided  to  lim it T h e  Id e a l  A l b u m  to  th e  Postage Stamps of the 
Worlds and  to om it a ll such varieties as P o sta l F isc a ls , O fficial o r S e rv ice  Stam p s, P ostag e  (D ue 
or U n p aid  L etter S tam p s, etc . etc .

T h is  A lbum  is arranged strictly alphabetically— thu s V a th y  will b e  found un der th e V s  and not 
in F re n ch  C onsular O ffices, A itu taki under th e A’s  and n o t a fter N ew  Zealand, e tc . etc.

ID E A L  I  .— On extra stout paper, strongly bound in oloth, artistically designed 
cover in assorted colours, sprinkled edges, gold lettered on back, 600 pages.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K . .  1 0 / 7 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
ID E A L  I I . — As last, but INTERLEAVED to prevent any chance of Stamps 

rubbing, and in superior and stronger binding.
P r ic e ,  p o s t- f re e , U .K .,  1 5 / 1 0 ;  a b r o a d , e x t r a .

ID E A L  I I I .— Sumptuously bound in half-moroceo, gilt edges and lettering, 
and INTERLEAVED as Ideal II.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K . ,  2 5 / 9 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
i

ID E A L  N os. i  ant} I I .  ca n  b e  supplied bound in b lu e, g reen , o r  red.
I D E A L  N o. I I I . ,  bound  in h a lf  fe d  o r  g reen  m o ro cco  only.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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“ S I M P L E X ”

B L A N K  A L B U M S
F o r Postage S tam ps .

SPR IN G  B A C K . . M O V A B L E  L E A V E S .

I n  response to numerous demands we have just produced a new BLANK ALBUM at a 
popular price.

It contains 150 specially prepared leaves of stout highly glazed i>aper, printed with 
grey border, quadrilU background, and tablet for name of country, secured in place, together 
with a protecting wrapper, by a spring-back cover.

The leaves can be easily removed or replaced by taking them and their wrapper in one 
hand, and with the other hand, pressing back the cover until its two edges meet, as shown 
in the illustration.

“ S IM P L E X ." 150 leaves, cloth cover, bevelled boards, lettered on back, with blank 
panel in which particulars of contents can be inserted.

P rice  1 2 / 6 ;  post-free in  U .K . 1 8 / 1 ;  abroad extra .
L O O S E  L E A V E S ,  lO d. p e r  d o zen ; 5/- p e r  10 0, p o et-fre e .

Bound in dark green or marone. When ordering mention colour desired.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L td ., 3 9 1  S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W .C .
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G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For Beglaaon mad (Jeaerml Collector*.

N o .  1 0 ,  V o L  V L
'■ (Whole No. 140). 7  S E P T E M B E R ,  1 9 0 7 . O n e  P en n y .

C o n t e n t s .
mca

1. GOSSIP O F T H E HOUR. B yC o rn tllu o  W rtnkto MS 
PORTRAITS OH STAMPS. B y  Boowotl Jun io r ty f 

S. FU R T H ER  NOTES ON T H E B R EITFU SS
COLLECTION. B y  C ha rie r J .  Ph llllpo  .  .  14S

•4. TH E STAM PS O F N EPAL.
B y  M a jor f .  B. Soano .  . .  >49

A  W H AT i s 'A  POSTAGE STAM P?
B y  B ertram  W . H . Boo I t  .  .  .  . iji

•6. FORG ERIES AND R EPR IN T S:
How to Detect Then. B y  Boo. Bobort B . S a r i .  <S4

"7. N EW  ISSU ES. By W.P.B.

S. PH ILATELIC SOCIETIES  
>. EDITORIAL NOTES 

M. BU SIN ESS NOTICES .

>S5
•St
s6o
Mo

BARCAINS IN 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

P crt-froo .
No. ». A
r . 1 0 0 , all different • • s 1
8. 1 0 0 91 rarer s 5 I
9. 2 0 0 rare • S X

68. 500 99 • s 4 I
e r . 1 0 0 0 99 a *5 0

88. 1 5 0 0 99 • 3 3 0

69 . 2 0 0 0 99 • to 0

69a.  3 0 0 0 99 • • 1 7 0 0
69b .  4 0 0 0 99 • a8o 0

Tbono P X C U ljs  eoat.la otampo la NINB 
CONDITION, mod Are uihkmbtedty the too* rata* 

A M  by any .lamp tauter.

Special Bargains
For 8.S.W. Readm.

t d b r b
■ DPMI

S U D A N
1 8 9 7 . C o n te m p o r a r y  S ta m p  
o f E g y p t o v e rp r in te d  w ith  

T y p e  1, in  b la c k .

1 p i a s t r e ,  u l t r a m a r i n e .

T h l i  s ta m p  la  n o t p riced  in  th e  c u r .  
re n t ca ta lo g u e, b u t w e  h a v e  Ju a t pur* 

ch aaed  a  am all supp ly .

SPECIAL BARGAIN PBICE
UnuMd mod mint,

6 d .  p o s t ' f V e e .

Vertical atrip of aiz atampa showing 
the aiz types of the native aurcharge.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
— 2 8 .  6 d .  p o s t ' f l r e e .

A

XONSOH: STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N . W .C .

NBW YORK! STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, ■ «« BROADWAY.



New Issue Sebvice.
TO  OUR BOZ.BOL.DBRS ONLY.

Slumps Olstributod Week ending August 24tb.

i m p o r t a n t  m o t i c k .

Box-holders should note t h a t  I t  is  q u it*  
UDMOsssary to  order s tam p s given in  
th is  l is t ,  a s  everyth ing  duo to  th em  w ill 
be p u t in to  th e ir  boxes, w hen w e h av e a  
sufficient num ber. I f  a  Box-holder does 
n ot reoeive a  stam p  noted in  th e  l is t , he  
should consult th e  sign  prefixed to  i t ,  
w hich w ill probably exp la in  th e  m atter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE S/ONS CAREFULLY.
Hp J?g*&zr£s Distribution complete.

•^Distribution as yet incomplete, 
f a  Further supply received and distribution now 

Completed.
Further supply received, but distribution still in* 

complete.
Typps rp/tr U illustrations in pur currtnt Catalogue,

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G.S. W, in which reference was 
made to that coon try in this column.

D O M IN IC A M  R E P U B L I C *  P36)
Type 3a. Np zumk. Per/, 14.

10 c., black and purple.
Rate 100 0. =b 1 peso a  Ss.

E C U A D O R . P 88)
Netu portrait types. Per/. 1 4 , xj. 

t S black and lilac-rose* 2 so c., black and pale green*
f to c. ,, blue. t so c. „  purple.

X z a., black and deep green.
Rate 1 00 c. = 1  sucre -  3s. 9<t

t O E L A R D . (154)
Double-headed issue. Per/. 13 X xs|.

11 kr., brown and ultramarine.
* a kr., blue-green and black-brown.

5 kr., slate and pale-brown.
Bate 100 aur = l k r .  ~  is . 3d.

M E W  M O U T H  W A L E S -  (139)
Wmh, Crown and double-lined h. Per/. 12 X xi£.
• i<L, carmine. * 6d., mange. *  is*, purple.

H iO A R A B U A . (134)
Type 36. Waterlowprint. Per/14, 15.

• c.« red* 4 C., orange.
A m erican  P r in t, overprinted  “ cabo "  a n d l,rALm 20 c.* 

so c. 00 s  c., bloe.
Bate 100 c. • 1 peso = la  4£&.

Type 36. Overprinted caso tn vieteL 
3 c.» mauve. 4 c., orange. * 6 c., blade.

As above, but overprint inverted.
•3  c., mauve* * 4 c., orange. * 6 c., black. 

Bate 100 0. a  1 peso = 3s. 4d.
M O R W A Y p  P39)

Head 0/ Haakon VII. Per/. 14* X 13*.
1 1  kf., green. ♦  t} kr., blue. t  • kr., carmine. 

Bate, 100 ore 3 1  kronesis. 2d.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
AU UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.
S. d .

1 9 0 6 .  T y p e  3 * .  C e n t r e  i n  f l a c k .

1 0  c . ,  b la ck  a n d  p u rp le  .  . 0 1 0

ECUADOR.
1 9 0 7 .  N e w  P o r t r a i t  S e r i e s .

3 ' c . ,  b la ck  a n d  yellow -green  . . 0 2

S c . ,  „  lila c -ro se  . . 0 3

1 0  c . ,  „  b lu e  .  .  . 0 6

HOLKAR.
1 9 0 4 - 6 .  S e r v i c e .

£ a., lake • . • . . . 0 4

ICELAND.
1 9 0 7 .  N e w  t y p e , w it h  tw o  K i n g s .

1  k ro n a , brow n a n d  u ltra m a rin e  .  1  6

5  „  s la te  a n d  b row n  .  .. 7  6

NICARAGUA.
1 9 0 7 .  W a t e r lo w  P r i n t . P e r f . 1 4 .

3  c . ,  r e d  .  .  .  . 0 1

4  c . ,  o ra n g e  . .  . 0 2

1 0  c . ,  yellow -b row n  .  .  . 0 4

X9 0 6 .  O v e r p r in t e d  c a b o  T y p e  Z 8 , o n  T y p e  3 6 , 
i n  v io le t .

3  c . ,  m a u v e  .  .  . 0 3

4  c . ,  o ra n g e  .  .  . 0 3

NORWAY.
1 9 0 7 .  N e w  t y p e . H e a d  o f  K i n g  

H a a k o n  V I I .
t  k r . ,  g r e e n  . 1 6

1 $  „  b lu e  .  . . . 2 3

3 „  c a r m in e  . . . 3 0

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391 S T R A N D , L O N D O N ,

r a w  YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 19S BROADWAY.
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“ S I M P L E X ”

B L A N K  A L B U M S

I n response to numerous demands we have just produced a new BLANK ALBUM at a 
popular price.

It contains 150 specially prepared leaves of stout highly glazed paper, printed with 
grey border, quadrilli background, and tablet for name of country, secured in place, together 
with a protecting wrapper, by a spring-back cover.

The leaves can be easily removed or replaced by taking them and their wrapper in one 
hand, and with the other hand, pressing back the cover until its two edges meet, as shown 
in the illustration.

*  S IM P L E X .” 150 leaves, cloth cover, bevelled boards, lettered on back, with blank 
panel in which particulars of contents can be inserted.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L td ., 3 9 1  S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C .

S PR IN G  B A C K . M O V A B L E  L E A V E S .

c

Price 12/6; post-free in U.K. 13/1; abroad extra. 
L O O S E  L E A V E S ,  lO d. p e r  d o ze n ; 6/- p e r  100, p o .t- fre e .

Bound dafk green or marone. When ordering mention colour desired.

3



N O W R E A D Y

T h e  P o s ta g e  a n d  T e le g ra p h
S ta m p s  o f

‘ B R I T I S H  

I N D I A  0

With 23 fu ll - sized Plates and numerous other Illustrations.

Part I. P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .
By L. L. R. Hausburg.

Part II. T E L E G R A P H  S T A M P S .
By C. Stewart-Wilson and C. S. F. Crofton.

'T'H IS is the first handbook that we have produced for the Philatelic Society of India, 
1  and we trust that it will be considered a credit both to the Society and to our 

own firm.
The volume contains 215 pages, similar in size and get-up to the publications of the 

Royal Philatelic Society, London.
The important plates have been produced by the photograv u re process; this is very 

costly, but gives the most magnificent results. The cost of the plates and other illustra
tions has exceeded ^400.

There is an immense amount of new information in this volume, and especially im
portant are the numerous re to u ch es discovered by Sir. Hausburg in the stamps of the 
first issue. _ <.

Important chapters are those dealing with the Essays, Reprints, and Forgeries.

P R I C E  4 0 / -
Post-free in Great Britain, 4016; abroad, 4116.

STANLEY G IBBON S, U N IT E D , 391  STRAND, LONDON, ENGLAND,
«

A n d  1B 8  B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k .
4



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For Beginners and General Collectors.

N o .  1 1 , V o l .  V I .
(Whole No. 141).

1 4  S E P T E M B E R ,  1 9 0 7 . O n e  P en n y .

C o n t e n t s .
PAGE

I. G O SSIP O F TH B  HOUR. B y  Cornelius W rinkle  s6i
5. PO RTR AITS ON STA M P S. B y  Boawelt Ju n io r  163 
8. FU R TH ER  N O T E S ON TH E  B R E IT F U SS

CO LLECTIO N . B y  Charles J .  Ph illip s  . , 165
4. TH B  N YA SSA LA N D  PR O T E CTO R A TE ;

E xit British Central Africa Protecto;
6. BRITISH C E N T R A L  A FR ICA :

: Catalogue of Issues •
8. TH B STA M P S O F N EPA L.

B y  M ajor £. B. Eoana

7 . M ISCELLA N EO U S 
; 8. STA M P ROGU ES ON TR IA L.

B y  W . £. /meson , .

8. N E W  ISSU E S. B y  Frank Ph illip s  ,
10. EDITO R IAL F A R E W E L L
I I . NOTICE B Y  TH E  PU B LISH E R S 
12. B U SIN E SS N O TICES

BARGAINS IN 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

t®6

*47

x68
*70

*7*
*7*
*7®

*7®

Poet-free,
No. d.
7. 100, all different . a I
8. zoo rarer 5 z
8. 200 »» rare 5 z

66. Soo h . . 4 X
67. xooo *5 0
68. 1500 » 35 0
68. 3000 t* 60 0
68a .  3000 170 •
68b. 4000 *» 380 0

These PACKETS ‘ comtjln atampa in PINE 
{CONDITION, and are \ undoubtedly the bast value 
mattered by any atamp dealer.

Special Bargains
For 8.S.W. Readers.

NEWFOUNDLAND. 
12  pasTAnVlli?

NEWFOUNDLAND
1897. CABOT ISSUE.

1 a ,  green
(** Our Queen, sixtieth year of her reign

2 c ., carmine
(" Cabot—hym that found the New Isle").

3 c., ultramarine
. <“ Cape Bonavista—the landfall of Cabot").

6 c., red-brown
(“ Logging—one of the Colony's resources").

8 c., orange
(** Fishing—one of the Colony’s resources ").

10 c., sepia
(" Cabot's shlj -̂the Matthew—leaving the Avon ").

12 c., deep blue 
("Ptarmigan— Newfoundland Sport").

1897-1901. PORTRAIT ISSUE.
i  slate-green (Prince Edward of Wales).
1 c . ,  green (Queen Victoria).
2  c . ,  vermilion (King Edward).
3 C . ,  orange (Queen Alexandra).
4  c . ,  violet (Princess of Wales).
5 c ., blue (Prince o f Wales).

T h e  ca ta lo g u e  p r ic e  o f  th e  a b o v e s ta m p s  is  4 s , B d ,

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
F o r  th e  s e t  o f  th ir t e e n , un used a n d  mint*

3 s .  9 d .  p o s t - f r e e .

LONDON: STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
HEAD  O F F IC E : 391 STRAND. LONDON, W.C.

NEW YORK I STANLBY OIBBONS, INCORPORATED, t«S BROADT-AY.



NOW R E A D Y .

T H E

POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH 
STAMPS OF

B R I T I S H

I N D I A
W ith  tw e n ty * th re e  fu l l * s iz e  P la te s  

an d  n u m e ro u s  o th er  Illu stra tio n s*

P a rt I . POSTAGE STAMPS.
By L  L. R. HAU8BURG.

P a rt n. TELEGRAPH STAMPS.

By C. 8TEWART-W1LS0N <£ C. 8. F. CROFTON.

T h is  is the first handbook that we have produced 
for the Philatelic Society of India, and we trust that 
it will be considered a credit both to the Society and 
to our own firm.

The volume contains 215 pages, similar in size and 
get-up to the publications of the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London.

The important plates have been produced by the 
photogravure process; this is very costly, but 
gives the most magnificent results. The cost of the 
plates and other illustrations has exceeded £400.

There is an immense amount of new information 
in this volume, and especially important are the 
numerous retouches discovered by Mr. Hausburg 
in the stamps of the first issue.

Important chapters are those dealing with the 
Essays, Reprints, and Forgeries.

P R IC E  40/-
Post-free in Great Britain, 4018;  abroad, 4116.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
AU UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

I

B R IT IS H  G U IA N A .
1906-7. Type 28. Multiple wmk. d. 

12 c ,,  purple and violet (chalky) . . 1 0

C A Y M A N  IS LA N D S.
I 9 O2 . King's Head. Single wmt. 

Revised prices.
id ., carm ine 

2&d., u ltram arine 
6d ., brown 
is . ,  orange

o 6 
• 3 
3 9 

10 o

FR A N C E.
1 9 0 7 .  Type 1 7 .

2$ c . ,  deep blue . . . used o 2

F R E N C H  G U IN E A .
1904. Type 2.

t c., b lack  on yellow -green. .  used o 1

1906-7. Similar to Type 1 of Mauritania.
< c . ,  g r e y . , .  . used o 1

G IB R A L TA R .
X907. King's Head, Multiple wmk.

2|d., lilac  and  b la ck  on blue . .  . 0 9

G W A LIO R .
1885-1903. Queens Head.

4 a . ,  s late-green  (N o. 52) . .  used o 9

1903-5. King's Head.
2 a . ,  red-purple (N o. 77a )  .' . used o 3
3 a . ,  orange-brow n (N o. 79) . . „  0 5

1895-6. Official, Queen's Head.
4  a . ,  olive-green . . .used 1 6

1903-5. Official. King's Head.
3 p ies, g rey  . . . used o 1
a"a . ,  purple . ' . , , 0 3

N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S .
1907. From edge of sheet -with wmk. Cm. and Ea 

Perf 12 x i i j .
2d ., ultram arine (variety w m k .'a  letter o f 

the sen tence “  Com m onw ealth o f  
A u stra lia ")  , . . . 2 6

P H IL IP P IN E  IS L A N D S  (U.S.).
X906. Types 2 to 12.

2 c . , green • used 0 I
4  c* f carm ine-rose . • »* 0 1

1 0  c . ,  blue • • »t 0 l
2 0  c , ,  pale brown • M 0 4
3 0  c*y olive-green • »» 0 6

1 p ., orange • 6

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 3 9 1 ST R A N D , LO N D O N .

NEW Y O R K : STA N LEY G IBBO N S, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY. 
*  _



II

Nob) Ready, Entirety Revised and Greatly Enlarged.

THIRD
T H E

EDITION

A L B U M  W E E D S
By The Bey. B. B. KAB1$B.

Vol. I.—A F G H A N IS T A N  TO LU X E M B U R G .
About 580 pogus, dump 8Vo»

Vot. I I - M A D E IR A  TO Z U L U L A N D .
About 720 pagtl.

^ T 'H IS  W ork is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist, who 
Vw is naturally anxious to ensure the absence o f forgeries from his 

collection. As a  work o f reference, in this particular respect, it 
stands entirely unrivalled, being compiled by one who has acquired a 
world-wide repute, and whose speciality has for many years been the 
description o f  forgeries. An immense amount of labour has been 
bestowed on this New Edition, so as to still further increase its useful
ness. Every endeavour has been made by the Author, in the descrip* 
tion o f new and dangerous forgeries, etc ., to bring the work folly up 
to date. Amongst the numerous additions may be noted an elaborate 
description of technical terms met with in the course o f collecting. 
This section will be found especially useful for the guidance of the 
novice or younger collector. The illustrations have been considerably 
augmented, and a large and most interesting series o f postmarks, 
specially drawn, together with an index for reference, will be found in
cluded. Altogether the Publishers have no hesitation in recommend
ing this publication as a most valuable adjunct to a Philatelic Library, 
and useful alike to Collector and Dealer.

Vo /. I . —P rice, bound in em bossed gilt d o th , 7 1 6 ;  post . f r e e ,  6 b  

Vol. I I .  „  „  „ „  7 1 6  6 b

j STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED
3 9 1  S T R A N D  <Q»i>o»n»H«t.ic«ni). L O N D O N , W .C .

3



Have you tried our —  
APPROVAL SHEETS ?

. I F  N O T , L E T  U S  S E N D  Y O U  
A  S A M P L E  S H E E T  O F  Y O U R  
F A V O U R IT E  C O U N T R Y .

T h b  stamps are arranged on sheets holding ten 
rows of ten stamps, that is, one hundred stamps to a 
sh eet;  from sixty to one hundred o f each sheet are 
made up at a  time, and the stamps are all arranged 
in exact catalogue order. F o r instance, “ A ”  sheet 
contains stamps of Great Britain and A ntigua;  “  B  ” 
sheet contains Barbados, Bangkok, Bahamas, and 
Bermuda; and so on.

In  our stock we have over sixty different sheets, 
so a collector who goes through them will have had 
the chance to buy more than six thousand different 
stamps, by no means a bad start for a  pretty good 
collection.

No collector ever has the same sheet sent to him 
twice, as by means o f a card index system we keep 
an exact record of every sheet a  collector has had.

On these sheets we allow a  discount o f to  %.

Now the next step is that o f  the collector who has 
been through these sheets and wants something 
better, and this we provide by a  selection of

BLUE APPROVAL BOOKS.

O f these books we have some thousands; most of 
the books contain stamps o f one or two countries, 
both used and unused, and it is these books that we 
use mostly for our foreign approval business.

Discount on the “ blue books” same as on approval 
sheets. Hundreds o f  selections sent out daily.

STAMP HINGES.
/  \  W e have prepared a  N E W

S TA M P  H IN G E , pot up in 
air-tight tin boxes, each containing 
looo hinges of good tough paper, 
doubly gummed, and thus easily 
peelable.

Priea 7d. fa r box, pctt-fraa.
e x a c t  m

THE IDEAL ALBUM.
Abb THB COUNTRIES OF THB WORbD 
COMPRESSED INTO ONB VOIaOMB.

W it h  the view o f providing our friends with a  really 
handsome present for young stamp collectors, we 
have just had an edition o f .our ID E A I. A L B U M  
sumptuously bound in half-morocco, gilt edges and 
g jlt  lettered. 2 6 / -; p o s t - f r e e ,  2 5 /9 .

600 pages. Slxe, 91 x 1 1 } lnohea.
Produced at great cost in response to a demand for a simple 
Album, fully illustrated, with a square for eech stamp, sod 
omitting all perpleaing minor varieties. This IDEAL Album 
mey be best described es collecting msde eesy and pleasant.

Pocket Magnifying Glasses.

Arm * examining some scores different sorts, we have been 
able to get one combining the greatest power with the largest 
field obtainable for pocket use. These glasses are mounted 
in handsome vulcanite frames, and are very compact. There 
are two lenses in each, which may be used singly, or if a very 
strong power is desired, may be combined.

Price 7{6 ;  p o st-fre e , 7( 7 g abroad, 8/4.

New Stamp Magnifying Glass.

Wi have pleasure to bringing to the notice of 
oar readers the New Magnifying Glass shown 
in the above illustrations. It is specially 
useful for the examination of stamps, to fioa 
oat the plate-numbers and for the detection of 
forgeries in oonjooction with the new edition 
of Album Weeds. It is used fay placing the 
flat side in cootact whb the stamp to be examined.
Price of the magnifying 0/ass, 5/-; poet-fr. in Qt. Britain, 5/7.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For alt Classes of Postage Stamp Collectors.
IP R O FU S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D : )

N o . 1 2 ,  V o l. V I .
(Whole No. 1 4 3 ).

2 1  S E P T E M B E R ,  1 9 0 7 . O n e  P e n n y .

C o n t e n t s .
1. COUNTRIES O F T H E W ORLD:

East Africa and Uganda Protectorates.
By W. Percy Burnsdall . . , 177

2. TOPICAL NOTES. By CkarlesJ. Phillips . 180
•J. FURTHER NOTES ON THE BREITFUSS

COLLECTION. By Charles J. Phillips . .  1*3
4. AN UNPUBLISHED ACCOUNT OF PER

SONAL WORK IN THE INTERESTS 
OF PfiNNY POSTAGE. By Plain Anchor . 184

t. THE STA M PS'O P NEPAL.
By Major E. B. Euans . . . 1(5

«. AMERICAN NOTES AND NEWS.
By Eustace B. Power . . .  187

7. NEW ISSUES. By Frank Phillips . . t88
8. PHILATELIC SOCIETIES . 19s
9. BUSINESS NOTICES . . 19s

Special Bargains
For B.S.W. Readers.

N IG ER  COAST

BARCAIWS IN 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

P R O TE C TO R A TE .
1893. Provisional Issue. 

Types 10 to 15.

No.
7. too, all different

Pott-free, 
e. d.
a  x

8 . 1 0 0 M rarer 5  *
9. 300 >1 rare s  *

6 8 . Soo »» 4  *
67. 1 0 0 0 It 1 5  0

6 8 . 1 5 0 0 II 35 0

69. 3000 1* 6 0  O'
69a. 3 0 0 0 II 1 7 0  0

69b. 4 0 0 0 II 3 8 0  0

id., vermilion, 
id., blue.

’ 2d., green.

2id., carmine-lake. 
5d., lilac, 
is., black.

F u ll  s e t o f  the s ix  v a lu e *  o f th ese  
b e a u tifu lly  engraved  stam p s, w ith  
p la te s  a lte red  fro m  “ O il R iv e r a "  to 
“ N ig e rC o a st” P ro tecto ra te . C atalogue 
prtoe 2 8 s . ,________ •

These PACKBtS eontelm stamps la PINB 
CONDITION, sad an tsndoubtsdly the- best value 
attend by any stamp dsaler.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
F o r  tb s  s e t  o f  s ix , tanaasd a n d  m in t,

2 2 8 .  6 d .  p o s t - f V e o .

STA N LE Y  GIBBONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W .C .

NEW YORK: STANLBY QIBBONS, INC., 1 9 8  BROADWAY.



New I ssue S ervice.
T O  O U R  B O X -H O LD E R S O N L Y .

stoau u  Blstrtbatod Fortnight omflog Sopt. 7th.

I M P O R T A N T  W O T IC M .

Box-holders should n ote  th a t  i t  is  q u ite  
unnecessary  to  order stam p s g iven  in  
th is  l is t , a s  everything  due to  th em  w ill 
he p u t in to  th e ir  boxes, w hen w e h av e  a  
sufflaient num ber. I f  a  B ox-holder does 
n o t reoeive a  stam p  nqjted in  th e  l is t ,  he  
should oonsult th e  sign  prefixed to  i t ,  
whtoh w ill probably e xp la in  th e  m a tte r .

PLEASE MOTE THESE SISHS CAREFULLY.
N o  jfimgrAaDiitribaUflQ complete.

•:» Distribution os pet incomplete.
f «  Farther supply received and distribution now 

completed.
t *  Farther supply received, bat distribution stBl 

complete.
T y fet rt/g r  to illoutm tion* in  o u r cu rren t Cm tniogm .

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
fadScate the last number of G .S .IV . in which reference was 
mode to that country in this column.

A N T IG U A .
Arm  type. ' Wmk. Cr. CC. Chalky, 

2|d. black and ultramarine.

D O M IN ICA N  R E P U B L IC . (140)
Type 32. No wmk. Perf. 14.

*  5 a, black and blue.

S g sB o b s I P m to B , B e t. a m a h .

N E W  SO U T H  W A L E S . (140)
Type 5 2 . Wmk. Cr. and double-lined A . 

t  2d., ultramarine.

N E W  Z E A LA N D . (138)
Postage Due. Wmk. N Z and Star, 

Perf. 14.
*  id., red and yellow-green.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
AU UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

ANTIGUA.
1907. Type 4 . Wmk. Crown C. C. t. d. 

2 jd .,  black and ultramarine (C h .) ' .  . 0 4

GRENADA.
1902. Xing’s Head. Single wmk.

2s., green and ultramarine .  .  .  10 o
5s., „  carmine . .  . 20  o

I Os., „  magenta .  .  . 35 O

HONG KONG.
X903. Xing’s Head. Single wmk.

$ 1 , lilac and sage-green .  . , 8 6

NATAL.
1902-3. Xing's Head. Single wmk.

2s., doll green and violet .  . . 7 6
2s. 6d ., purple .. , ,  . 10 o

NEWFOUNDLAND. 
2897. “ Cabet”  Issue.

6  c . ,  red-brown • • used O 4
8 c . ,  orange • • * »* O 6

r o c .,  sepia . « • M O 7
1 2 c ., deep blue • . • *> 0 8

NEW ZEALAND.
190ft. Postage due. Type6t. Wmk. N.Z. and Star. 

Perf. 14.

2d., red and green . . . . 0 3

NORTHERN NIGERIA.
1902. Xing’s Head. Singe wmk.

Sts. 6d ., green and blue .  .  . 1 2 6

PATIALA.
1903-6. Service. Kings Head.

8 a ,  magenta .  .  .  used 1 6
1 r., green and carmine . . , , 3 6

TRANSVAAL.
1903. Kings Head. Single wmk.

3*., black and yellow . . . 7 6

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D .,  391 S T R A N D , L O N D O N .

ROW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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Amongst the readers of « GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY” it is said there
are many

A D V A N C E D  C O L L E C T O R S .
If so, they will be interested to learn that the following

S T O C K  B O O K S
have just been rearranged. Any of these—or of our other Stock Books 
(now over three hundred in number)—can be sent on approval for FIVE 
days to Collectors known to us, or after the usual business references.

To meet the requirements of our clients we have decided to include 
BLOCKS OF FOUR in all our Stock Books in future, as far as we have 
them in stock, and in the series of Stock Books now being rearranged 
by three well-known philatelists, such blocks will be found in consider
able quantities.

To clients who purchase from one volume for £5 or upwards at 
one time a discount of 10 per cent is allowed.

Special terms and allowances are made to those who are desirous 
of making important purchases, or whose purchases aggregate a 
considerable sum during the year.

Bhor to Jaipur . . . . .
VAX. OK

£141 French Consular Offices ( 3  vols.) •
TALCS

£423
Ohamba to Gwalior . . . . 240 French Colonies to Benin . « 150
Jhind to Patiala . . . . 233 Philippine Islands (2  v o ls .) . • 524
Guadeloupe to Madagascar 248 Luxemburg . . . . . 350
Alwar to Bhopal . . . . 216 Dominican Republic (2  vols.) • 703
Somali Coast to Guadeloupe 234 Colombia (2  v o ls .) . 803
Port India to Zambezia 220 Antioquia to Bolivia . 448
Bermuda, Brit. Honduras, Dominica, Bolivia to Panama # 281

and Turks Islands 464 Panama to Santander. e 119
Mozambique to Port. Congo 179 Santander to Tolima . . e 309
Macau to Mozambique 328 Brazil (2 vols.) . . . . e 450
Port. India I ....................................... 899 Porto Rico . . . . . 190
Diego Suarez to French Guinea 153 Danish West Indies and Iceland e 426
Antigua, Bahamas, Nevis, A Seychelles 624 Hungary . . . . . • 130
Anjouan to Diego Suarez . 198 Denmark . . . . . • 132
C ash m ere........................................ 541 C h i l i ........................................ 132
Nandgaon to Whadwan 97 Austrian Italy and Levant * 169
Jhalawar to Poonch . . . . 239 North German Conf. & German Empire 207
Madagascar to New Caledonia . 153 Angra to Azores . . . . 366
Cape of Good Hopi .  . . . 711 Azores to Funchal . . • 175
Egypt 126 Hong Hong . . . . . 345
India . . . . . . . British Central and South Africa • 297

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STBAND, LONDON, W.C.
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W E  W A N T  T O  B U Y  F O B  C A S K
One U N U S E D  CO PY of each  of th e following Stamps*

T h ese  stam ps are w anted for a  c lie n t w ho is try in g  to  com plete h is  T w en tie th  C en tu ry  Collection, 
and gum  is  n o t essential, though desired w hen possible. A n y  m in or varie ties o r  o th er specimens 
not listed  in  our Catalogue, 1906 ed ition , w ill probably  b e  bought, b u t  w e do n o t desire partly 
perforated  varieties. N um bers are ou r 1906-7 Catalogues.

S e n d  o n  A p p r o v a l , a n d  q u o te  L o w e s t  N e t C a s h  P r ic e ,

G reat B rita in .— 025, 026, 027, 
073a.

A ustralian  Com m onw ealth.—
109a, 109b, 109c, 111, 112, 113, 
127a, 128, 129a.

Cook Islands.— 27, 28, 35.
M orocco A gen cies.— Broad top 

to M on chalk, 20-25, pairs.
Cham ba.— 38,133.
G w alio r.— 67.
Jhlnd.— 529.
A lwar.'— 8.
Bhopal.— 198, 199.
C h arkarl.— 22, 23, 24, 25, 26.
D u ttla .— 29.
H olkar.— 106.
Jam aica.— 2Jd., broken letters, in 

pair.
Labuan.— 136, 137, 138.
L agos.— C h a lk .— 5/-.
N ew  South  W ales.— 456a.
N ew Zealand.— 238a, 240, 253, 

254a, 2S5a, 274, 282, 301, 302, 
304, 305.

N orth Borneo.— 313,327,328,329.
S eych elles_J4c, 4Jd. .
South A u stra lia .— 306, 306, 308, 

309, 310.
Johore.— 68.
Sudan.— 22, X02, 112, 205, 206, 

208, 209.
T asm an ia.— 206,207,208,221,222.
P ietersb u rg .— 34a,79a,103a,103b, 

107a, 109a, 116.
T ran svaal.— 546.
V o lk sru st.— 6.
Trinidad’.— 116, 610.
V ictoria .— 281, 285,’ 287, 290, 305, 

5 3 6 . ......................................
W estern- A u stra lia .— >26, 127, 

152, 159.
A b yssin ia .— 71.
A fghanistan .— 235, 236, 237, 288, 

240,241, 242,248,244.
A u stria .— 29i; 295,'297, 298, 308, 

307, 309, 311,- 812, -813, 814, 316, 
318,319,320,821,336,340,361,S7L

A ustrian  L evan t.— 90,91.

H u ngary.— 154.
Bosnia.— 135, 136, 136a, 246. 
B u lgaria .— 71a, 91, 92, 93, 231, 

232, 232a, 233, 234.
C h ili.— 64, 66, 86, 91, 100. 
C orea.— 45, 52, 53, 67, 68. 
C rete .— 110, 112, 113, 114. 
Iceland__73, 74, 75, 79, 83, 84, 85,

87, 90, 92, 94, 96, 107, 108, 118, 
120, 122, 123, 124, 125, 127, 128, 
129, 231b, 232a, 242, 243, 245, 
246, 249, 251, 253, 255. 

Dom inican Republic.— 261, 262, 
264, 267, 274, 278, 287, 288, 289, 
290, 292a, 296, 297.

Ecuador. — 174, 178, 179, 180, 
185a, 186, 186b, 186c, 187, 190, 
191, 192, 198, 194, 198a, 203, 204, 
208, 209, 213b, 214, 215, 218a, 
218b, 218c, 219a, 220, 222, 233, 
234, 235, 236, 237, 238, 241a, 241b, 
241c, 242, 243, 243a, 245, 248, 249. 
249a, 250, 263a, 253b, 257b, 259, 
260, 261, 262, 267b, 269, 280, ,281, 
282, 283, 289, 290, 292, 297, 2S8, 
299, 304, 305, 308, 801, ' 802, 803, 
804, 805, 806.

French C on sular O ffices.—  A84, 
A86, A91, A92, A93, A94, A110, 
A l l l ,  A112, A115, A116, A118,
A119, A120, A121, A122, A123,
A124, A125, A126, A127, A128,
A129, A180, A1S1, A182, A233,
A332, A467, A617, A617, A618,
A620, E5a, E120, E121, M13,
M121, T i l ,  T12, T28, T29, T52, 
T54, T56, T116, T158, T209, 
Z42, Z43, Z44, Z45, 246, Z47, 

• Z48, Z49, Z56, Z51, Z52, Z65, 
Z66, Z67, Z68, Z69, Z70, Z71, 
Z72, Z73, Z74, Z75, Z76, Z77. 

’D jibouti.— S3, 35.
French Som ali.— 20, 5i.
Iv o ry  C o ast.— 71, 76, 81, 87, 89, 

89b.
M adagascar.— 41, 43, 44a, 51a, 

62, 76.
M artin iqu e.— 103.

-New Caledonia.— 104. , 
Reunion.— 83, 08.
T ah iti.—47a, 47b, 54, 55.

G erm an China.— C41, C42, C43, 
C44, C45, C48.

Germ an M orocco.— M38, M39, 
5140, M41, M42, M45.

G erm an T u r k e y .—50, 55, 57.
G reece.— 368a, 369, 372 pair.
G uatem ala.— 186, 191a.
H ayti.— Catalogue Type 10, double,

1 c., green, 1 c., blue, 2 c., carmine,
2 c., orange, 3 c., green, 5 c.,blue, 
20 c., black.

Ita ly .— 643, 644.
Liberia.— 123a, 131a; 132,133, 136 

with large “ C,” 137 with large,“ C.”;
M onaco.— 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 

46, 47, 48, 49, 50.
M ontenegro.— 173 pair, 184, 185, 

186, 187, 188, 189. 189a, 189b 
190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 
197, 198, 320, 331, 333, 409.

P a rag u ay .— 74a, 257.
P ersia__256, 259, 261, 262, 263,

263a, 263b, 263c, 264, 265, 267, 
268, 273, 281, 282, 297, 299, 300, 
302, 313, 314, 315, 316, 317, 318, 
319, 320, 321a, 322, 323, 324, 325, 
326,329,394,403,104,405,505,518.

Peru__181, 386, 387.
. P o rtu ga l.— 692.
A n go la .— 142.
Cape V erde,— 120.
Portuguese Congo.— 87a.

. P ortuguese India.— 330,338,341.
Roum anla.— 119, 420, 456.
R ussia.— 116a, 131.
W enden.— 20.
Salvador.— 390, 406— 403 triple—1 

411— 414— 416— 417, 420 stnp of 
four— 427— 429— 429a equals 5o., 
— 430, 431— 432— 488— 434—436»5 
equals 2c.,— 440a equals 1c., 445 
but at left——450— 452— 458a equeli 
6c.— 462— 464— 466.

Serv ia__156, 180, 181, 182.
Fernando P oo.— 189.

, U ru gu ay.—357, 496, 498,499,500,1 
601, 502, 603, 604, 505.

‘ V en ezuela.— Kl2, 3^7, 319, 325,, 
326, 827; 328,-329, «35, 389, 847,; 
348,350,357,363.377,378,382,388q

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
4

4



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For all Classes of Postage Stamp Collectors.
( P R O FU S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D . )

N o l 3  WV°LVL 28 S E P T E M B E R ,  1907. One Penny.
(Whole No, 148). 7

C o n t e n t s . Special Bargains
1 . C O U N T R I E S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :  * * * '  

Ecuador. By W. Ptrey B a r n t d a l l ......................

4 . T O P IC A L  N O T E S .  By Chari** J. Phillip* . 196

3 . F U R T H E R  N O T E S  O N  T H E  B R E I T F U S S  
C O L L E C T IO N .  By Charltt J. Phillip* , . 1 9 8

•4. S O U V E N IR S  O F  M . P I E R R E  M A H & :
The M in e , of S ic ily  . , too

C. T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E P L Y  C O U P O N .
By Frank Phillip* . . . aoi

«. N E W  I S S U E S .  By Frank Phillip* . . . to*

7 . P H I L A T E L IC  S O C I E T I E S  . . . « *

F o r  B . 8 . W .  R e a d e r s .

AFGHA^AN
BARGAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
1900-1903 . T yp e 48. 

D ated 1316.
2 a., black on orange (No. 238). 
a  a. „  yellow (  „ 342).

Pott-fr**.
No. . *. d.
7. too, all different . . a t
8. 100 „ rarer . 5 1
9. aoo „ rare . 5 1 

8 8 . 5 0 0  .. . . 4 1
87. zooo 15 0
88. *500 „ . 33 0 
6 9 . 2000 „ t (  0 
6 9 a . 3000 „ . 170 •  

6 9 b . 4000 „ . 380 0

2 a. „ blue-green (  „ 243).
2 a. „ purple ( „ 244).

These stamps are extremely difficult 
to obtain In an unusod condition, and 
up to the present time w e  ha-re not 
been able to price them. Haring now 
obtained a small supply, we are able 
to offer them to readers of G.S.W. at 
special low rates.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
F o r  the sot o f  fo u r ,  aa a h o ro ,  UNUSED.

1 0 e .  p o s t - f r e e .

Than PACKb I s  cdatala * tamp* la PINB 
CONDITION, and an  ubdoabttdly <3, but raid* 
■attpnd by aay *tamp daaUr,

ST A N LE Y  GIBBONS LIMITED
H EA D  O F F IC E : 391 STRAND . LONDON. W.C.

NEW YORK: STANLEY OIBBONS, INC., l»8 BROADWAY.



New Issue Sebvice.
T O  O U R  B O X -H O LD E R S O N L Y .

IS S N  DIstHbaiad Waak aadfag Sapt. I4tk.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations*
AU unused unless othebwise stated. (

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C K .

■ ox-holders should note th a t  I t  Is q u ite  
unnecessary  to  cpder stam ps given  In  
th is  l is t , a s  ev ery th in g  due to  them  vrill 
bo p u t In to  th e ir  boxes, w hen nre h av e  a  
sufflalent num ber. I f  a  Box-holder does 
n ot receive a  stam p noted in  th e  l is t , he 
should consu lt th e  sign  prefixed to  it , 
w hloh w ill probably exp la in  th e  m atter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE SIMS CAREFULLY.
No J7fW«nIaDisinbotiM> complete.

*»Distribotiou ms yet incomplete.
t —Further supply received end distribution sow 

completed.
ImFurthtir supply received, but distribution still in* 

complete.
Tyffit rt/er to iUuatrotions in our currtni Catalogue,

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G.S. W. in which reference was 
made to that country ia this column.

B R A Z IL .  ( I l l )
Official Stamps* Ptrf. si.

so r ., green and orange. 400 r.
t o r .  „ » 500 r.SOT. „ „ xooo r.

to o r ,  „ eooo r.
900 r. „ it 5000 r.
3®o r. „ * 10000 r.

Rate, 1000 re ta il* . Od.

OAYMAN ISLES. (188)
King. Mult. Ord. 

t ad., brown and bine, 
t od., olive and rose, 
t is., violet and green, 
t  $*., vermilion and green.

ORETE.
Commemorative Issue. Perf. 14,14}. 

SS l*, blade and bine.
1  dr., black and green.

BatO, 100 L s i  dr.=10*d.

DOMIHIOA. (ISO)
View. M ult. Chalky.

* td., black and carmine.
* ad., green and brown.
* aid., black and ultramarine.
* it ,, magenta and green.

JHIHD. (117)
King* On Indus. Now Shade. 

f  a a., mauve.
Rate, II a.=l Rupoe^ls. 4 ^

1907.

BRAZIL.
O fficia l Stam ps. P o rtra it o f  Presidtnt

1 0  r .,
A ffonso Penno. 

green and orange . .
$.

,  0

d.
I

2 0  r. 99 99 . • 0 I
5 0  r. 19 99 . . 0 2

1 0 0  r. 99 . 0 4
2 0 0  r. 99 1) . . 0 8
3 0 0  r. 19 19 . . I 0

4 0 0  r . 99 99 . . 1 3
5 0 0  r. 99 99 . 1 6

1 0 0 0  r. 99 99 • . 3 0

2 0 0 0  r. 99 99 • . 6 0

5 0 0 0  r. 99 99 * * IS 0

, .  C A Y M A N  I S L A N D S . 
!905-6> K in g 's  B ea d . M u ltip le wm k.

id . ,  green . .  . . . o I
Id ., carmine . . . . o z
a id ., ultramarine . , . . 0 4
4d., brown and blue . . . . 0 6
6d ., olive and rose . . . . 0 8
is . ,  violet and green . . . . 1 4
5s., vermilion and green . . 6 6

CRETE.
1907. Com m em orative Issue. Centre in  f ir s t  colour.

25 L , black and blue . .  . . 0 4
1 dr. „  green .  .  . 1 2

J H I N D .
1906. M ing’s  B ea d .

a a .,  mauve (No. 155a) .  .  . o  j

M A L D I V E  I S L A N D S .
1906. Stam ps o f  Ceylon overprinted  M A LD IV E S.

2  c . ,  orange-brown . . 2 6
3  c .,  green . .  ' • 2 6
4  c .,  orange and ultramarine . . • 3 0
5 c . ,  lilac . — 2 0

15 c . ,  blue .  .  .  . . 20 0
25 c . ,  pale brown . . . 20 0

P A P U A .
1907. la r g e  Surcharge.

}d ., green and black . . .  0 6
id ., lake , ,  . . . 0 9
ad., violet „  . . . 1 3
a id .,  ultramarine „  . .  1 6
6d ., myrtle-green „  . . 3 6
i s .,  orange , ,  . • 7 6
2s. 6d., brown , ,  . • • >5 0

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 3 9 1  ST R A N D , LO ND O N .

NEW Y O R K : STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY. 
a



T

N O W J R E A D Y
>

T h e  P o s ta g e  a n d  T e le g ra p h
S ta m p s  o f

B R I T I S H  

I N D I A  0

With 23 fa it‘ Sized Plates and numerous other Illustrations.

Part I. P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .
By L. L. R. Hausburg.

Part II. T E L E G R A P H  S T A M P S .
By C. Stewart-Wilson and C. S. F. Crofton.

'T'H IS is the first handbook that we have produced for the Philatelic Society of India, 
and we trust that it will be considered a credit both to the Society and to our 

own firm.
The volume contains 215 pages, similar in size and get-up to the publications of the 

Royal Philatelic Society, London.
The important plates have been produced by the photogravure process j this is very 

costly,, but gives the most magnificent results. The cost of the plates and other illustra
tions has exceeded ^400.

There is an immense amount of new information in this volume, and especially im
portant are the numerous retouches discovered by Mr. Hausburg in the stamps of the 
first issue.

Important chapters are those dealing with the Essays, Reprints, and Forgeries.

j P R I C E  4 0 / -
Postlfree in Great Britain, 4016j  abroad, 4116.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.
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“ S I M P L E X ”

B L A N K  A L B U M S

I n  response to numerous demands we have just produced a new BLANK ALBUM at a 
popular price.

It contains 150 specially prepared leaves of stout highly glazed paper, printed with 
grey border, quaSrillt background, and tablet for name of country, secured in place, together 
with a protecting wrapper, by a spring-back cover.

The leaves can be easilyjremoved or replaced by taking them and their wrapper in one 
hand, and with the other hand pressing back the cover until its two edges meet, as shown 
in the illustration.

4‘ S IM P L E X .” 150 leaves, cloth cover, bevelled boards, lettered on back, with blank 
panel in which particulars of contents can be inserted.

Price 12/6;  post-free in U.K. 18/1;  abroad extra.
LOOSE LEA V E S, lOd. par dosen; 6/- par 100, poat-free.

Bound in dark green or marone. When ordering mention colour desired.

$? ANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

SPR IN G  B A C K . M O V A B L E  L E A V E S .
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G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For all Classes of Postage Stamp Collectors.
(PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED.)

N o .  1 4 ,  V o l ,  V I .
(Whole No. 144).

5  O C T O B E R ,  1 9 0 7 . O n e  P e n n y .

C o n t e n t s .
PAGE

1. COUNTRIES OP THE WORLD:
Ecuador. By W. Percy Barnsdall . . • 109

2. TOPICAL NOTES. By Charles •!. Phillips . .13

I. FURTHER NOTES ON THE BRBITFUSS
COLLECTION. By Charles J. Phillips . . 114

4. BRITISH STAMPS USED ABROAD.
By /. J. Bernstein and Charles Nlsssn . . . as6

6. HISTORICAL PHILATELY : Garibaldi's
Newspaper Stamps for Naples.
By Norman Thornton . . . .  si7

A OMNIUM GATHERUM. By "Phlloloyos" . aig

7. NEW ISSUES. By Frank Phillips . . . sso

A ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS . .

A PHILATELIC SOCIETIES . . .,4

Special Bargains
For 8.S.W. Readers.

PORTUGAL
BARGAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS

*4
%

 
• 

O

100, *11 different

Port-free. a. tf.
3  I

8. zoo O ram 5 s
9. 2 0 0 »> rare s 1

66. Soa n • 4 z
•7. xooo •» *s 0
<8. 1 5 0 0 ft 35 0
69. 3000 M 6 0 0
69a.  3 0 0 0 »'» *7° 0
69b . 4 0 0 0 » 380 0

These PACKETS Seatsle stamps la PI
CONDITION, mod are andonbtedfy the heat swim 
et/ered by susy stamp dealer.

1 8 9 5 .9 9 .  T y p e  3 9 .  
P e r f . 11|.

2 J  r., grey (error, value omitted. ; 
Cat. No. S70).

T h is  to n ot th e  sam e b argain  aa  we 
offered a  few  w eeks ago, a s  In th a t  
case  th e  stam p w as im perf., w hereas 
in  th is  ease  i t  is  perforated.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
5 s .  p o s t - f i r e e .

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W .C .

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INC., l» 8  BROADWAY.



New  Issue Sebvice.
TO OUR BOX-HOLDERS ONLT. 

SttmpM BMHbmad Wmk nd teg  Stpt. 21st. 

IM P O R T A N T  N O T IC K .
Box-holders should nofca that It is quits 

nimsossssry to ordor stamps ^ im  in 
this list, as everything duo to them will 
be put into their boxes, when we have a 
sufllaient number. If a Box-holder does 
not roooive a stamp noted in the list, he 
should consult the sign prefixed to it, 
which will probably explain the matter.

PLEASE MOTE THESE SUMS OAKEEVUT.
H o R em ark  ■’Distribution complete.

* «  Distribution ms yet incomplete.
t *  Further supply received and distribution now 

completed.
| mFurtbtf supply received, bat distribution still in* 

complete.
T ypes r e fe r  to  illu stra tio n s  in  p u r cu rren t C ata log u e.

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last comber of G .S .W . in which reference was 
made to that coos try ia this column.

E A S T  AFRICA & UGANDA, (111)
W m k. C row n  C  C. C h alky .

1 10 nip., black and ultramarine.
W m k. M u lt.C r .C A . C h alky .
* im p., green.

3 it and black.
*  4 ,, black and green.
*  5 „ it carmine.
*  ao „ „  stone.

Bfttt, 16 a. s i  R a p se -li. 4f t .

OOLD OOAST. (1SS)
K in g . M u ltip le . O rd in ary . 

Id., green (on white).

JA M A /O A . (Ill)
A  rm x. M u lti^ lt. C h a lk y . 

sd.t black and yellow.

PORTUGAL.
F ig u res  o f  v a lu e em itted .

(eft) r.| pale grey. SPECIAL PRICE, 6a. Od.
(as)r.| carmine. 8PBCIAL PRICE, 6a. Od.

The following stamp* have only boon distributed to 
those bondholders whoso limit exceeds £ 1. They will 
be supplied to  other box-holders, on application only. 
If any are left in stock.

For further Information about these stamps, see 
New Issue pages o f our issue o f 2 8  September.

F ig u res  e f  v a lu e  m isp laced .
*6 r., pale grey. SPECIAL FRIGE, 6s. Od.
5 r., orange. " SPECIAL PRICE, 8s. Od.

F ig u res  o f  v a lu e  in v erted .
•5 r., cannine. SPECIAL PRICE, 40B. Od.

E r r o r  e f  co lou r.
s$ r., orange. SPECIAL PRICE, 60s. Od.

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .

ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

AFGHANISTAN.
1693-9. D a ted  x 310. s . d .

x a., green (No. 216) . . . .  u sed  a e
t a., yellow (No. 221) . . . . „ a o
t a., salmon (No. 228) . . . , , 4 0
x a., lilac-rose (No. 224) . , . , , 4 0
r a., scarlet (No. 231) . . . . „ a 6

CYPRU S.
1904. K in g 's H ea d . M u ltip le  w a term a rk .

$ p., green and cannine. • . .u s e d  o x
a p.t blue and marone . . . , , 0 4
4 p,, olive-green and mauve • . . , , 0 8
9 p., brown and carmine « . . , , 1 6

xo p., black and brown . . . . „ a 6

B A ST  A FRICA  AND UGANDA, 
x906-7. T ype a. W m k. M u ltip le  C row n  C  A .

3 r., grey-green and black (ch.) • . . . 5 3

GOLD COAST.
>906-7. T ype 6. P r in te d  in  on e co lo u r. M u ltip le  w m k. 

}<!., green on white , . , . o x

G R EA T BRITA IN .
O ffic ia l stam p s. H ew  p r ic e s .

Jd., slate, I.R . Official (No. 0  5) . • .u s e d
xd., scarlet, Board of Education (No. O 84) .  . „

JAMAICA.
T ype 14. A rm s. M u ltip le  w m k. 

sd., black and yellow (ch.) .  ,  ,  .

NABHA. 
1903-6. K in g 's H ea d .

f t  G S £ 5
• a., purple (No. 40) .  ,  .
a a., mauve (No. 40s) • ♦ .

1887-90. S erv ic e . Q u een s H ea d , 
x a., brown-purple(N0.197) . •g a., olive-green (No. 113 «̂

. u sed

•
K in g 's H ea d .

h, doll mauve (No. 117)

1903-6. S erv ice . 
8 a., magenta (No. 183) •

PATIALA.
1903-6. K in g 's H ea d .

4 a., olive-green. • • .

TASMANIA.
1903-6. P ic to r ia l Is su e . W m k. C row n  A . 

3d., deep brown . * ,

U N ITED  S T A T E S . 
>907. Ja m esto w n  E x h ib itio n . 

xc ., green .  .  .  .
a c., cannine • . »

. u sed  t  o

. u sed  o 5

Perf. »}•
• u sed . o 3

. u sed  o x

W E S T E R N  A U STRA LIA .
1906. S w a n . W m k. C row n  a n d  A . P e r f. rs).

3d., brown (No. 141) • • • • u sed  o a

'2

ST A N L E Y  G IBBON S, L T D ., 39 1  ST R A N D , LO N D O N ,

NEW  Y O R K i STA N LEY  GIBBO N S, INCORPORATED, <98 BROADW AY.



The following Popular Packets of NOW BEADY.

F O R E I G N  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .
A O  th e  S ta m p s  co n ta in ed  in  th e fo llo w in g  P a ck et*  a r e  ta a r ra n ted  a b so lu tely  g en u in e, 

f r e e  fr o m  r ep r in ts . T h ey  a r e  a ls o  in  g o o d  con d ition  a n d  p er fec t.

These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is aid. for every too Stamps. 
The amount required for postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added when remitting.

N E W  A N D  I M P R O V E D  P A C K E T S  O F  U S E D  A N D  U N U S E D  S T A M P S .
No. I.—T h .  S ix p en n y  P ack et o f  M ixed C ontinental S ta m p s contains loo, including many

obsolete and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7d. ,
No. 2 .—T h e  S ixp enny  P ack et o f  Used Foreign  S ta m p s contains 50 varieties, all different,

including Egypt, Spam, ChUL New South Wales, Transvaal, Roumania, Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden, Brazil, Turkey, 
Hoi-hxo, French Congo, etc. Post-free, 7d.

No. 3 .—T h e  S ixp enny  P ack et o f  U sed C olonial S ta m p s contains 12 varieties, including Natal,
Ceylon, India Cape!of Good Hope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales Service, Victoria, Jamaica,
South Australia, New Zealand, etc. All different. Poat-frve, ?d«

No. 4 .—T h e  S h illin g  P acket o f  U sed and Unused Foreign  S tam p s contains 50 varieties,
including French,£oudao. Spam, Bulgaria, Portugal, Southern Nigeria, Italy, Turkey, Finland, Brazil, Roumania, Portugal. 
Argentine Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, Philippine Isles, Japan, and others rare. All different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, i /i .

No. 5 .—T h e  Sh illin g  P ack et o f  Colonial S tam p s contains 25 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jamaica, India, Victoria $d. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits Settlements, India Service, Queensland, Hong Isong, Barbados, 
Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, Mauritius, Malta, and others rare. All different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, i /i .

No. 6 .—T h e  Eighteenpenny P ack et o f  U sed F o reig n  S tam p s contains ioo varieties, including
Mauritius, Hong Kong, Finland, Japan >5 and a$ sen, Barbadosj Chili, Brazil, Greece, Russia, Turkey, New Zealand, Jamaica, 
Belgium, Spain, Canada, etc* Ail different, and warranted genome. Post-free, 1/7.

No. 7 .—T h e  T w o  Sh illin g  P ack et o f  R are  U sed and Unused Foreign  S tam p s contains IOO
varieties, including Porto Rico, Colombia, New Zealand, Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon, Mozambique, Mauritius, 
Portugal, French Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costa Rica, Belgium, West Australia, Chili, Egypt, Bavaria, 
and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/1.

No. 8 .—T h e  F iv e  Sh illin g  P ack et o f  O bsolete  S tam p s contains ioo varieties, including,
amongst others, Liberia O.S., Western Australian provisional, Iodia British Guiana, Cyprus ejd.. Argentine, Greece.
LiberwL Guatemala, Mauritius, provisional Culm, Hungary 35 kr.. Mexico, Bolivia, Uruguay, Transvaal, old Egyptian, old 
Swiss, Turkey, Pern, Barbados, Spain, Porto Rico, Canada, Chili, old Tasmania, old Japan 15 and 95 sen, Siam, Brazil, Victoria, 
and others rare. This packet contains no sumps of the present issue, and is well worth 10/-. Post-free, j/t.

No. 9 .—T h e  Five Sh illin g  P acket o f  F oreign  S ta m p s  contains 200 varieties (used and unused),
including Cape of Good Hope. Turkey, Bermuda, Belgium, India Service, Brazil, Japan, Portugal, Spain, U.S. Post Office, Russia, 
Swiss, British Guiana, New Zealand, Bulgaria, Denmark, Sooth Australia, Mexico, Malta, U.S., Holland, Italy, Victoria, Chili, 
Queensland, Gibraltar, Porto Rico, Greece z L, Orange River Colony, Nicaragua, British Honduras, Bolivia, Hungary, Hayti, 
Straits Settlements, Natal, etc. All different. Post-free, 5/1.

No. 10.—T h e  T e n  S h illin g  P a ck et o f  U sed and  U nused S tam p s contains ioo varieties,
all rare and different, including Chin-kiang, obsolete Cyprus. Salvador, Ecuador, Philippine Islands, Hayti, Tolima $ c., 
St. Kitts, Uruguay, Montserrat, Finland, surcharged British Honduras, old Victoria, Newfoundland, Mexico, British Bechuanaland, 
British uuiana, unpaid Greece, Hyderabad, Borneo, Nicaragua, Zulotand, set of 6 Egypt, New South Wales O.S.. 4 scarce 
Spanish/Servia, Turkey, St. Vincent, Porto Rico, Bennuda, United States of America, Peru. Dutch Indies, Republic of Colombia, 
and others scarce. This packet is highly recommended as being well worth so/*; and if the stamps were bought separately it 
would come to over that amount. Post-free, xo/i.

No. 11.—T h e  Guinea P ack et o f  R are  U sed and  U nused S tam p s contains 200 varieties,
including provisional Trinidad, Persia, obsolete Japan, official Mexico, Porto Rico, Antioqnia, Ecuador, provisional Ceylon, Sooth 
African Republic, Dutch Indies, provisional x88x British Guiana, Ivory Coast, Macao, Leeward Islands, surcharged Peru, Spanish, 
Austrian, Levant  ̂Gibraltar, Cuba, Argentine Republic, Egypt, Dhar, Servia, Greece unpaid, Guatemala, Nabha, set of 3 Cbili, 
Surinam, Hawaii. Brazil unpaid, and other obsolete issues, Bulgaria, St. Thomas and Principe, Fgi Isles, Malta, obsolete 
Newfoundland, Honduras, British East Africa, British Honduras, set o f 4 Nicaragua, set of 3 Philippine (Infant King), Argentine, 
Tasmania, Roumania, Guatemala, and others equally rare. Some o f the stamps in this packet are worth from 1/6 to a/o each. 
Post-free, si/-. ____________________________ _____

N e w  Packets of U n u s e d  Stam ps,
G R E A T L Y  IM P R O V E D , A N D  A L L  W A R R A N T E D  G E N U IN E .

No. 12.—T h e  Sixp enny  P ack et o f  Unused S ta m p s contains 12 varieties, including Indo-China,
Craw* (s lepton), Toni., Monaco, Porto Rico, obsolete M . Cyprus, North BottMO, Roumania, Paraguay, Jamaica, Johore, and 
Mauritius. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-nee. 7d.

No. 14.—T h e  Twt> S h illin g  P ack et o f  French  C olonial S tam p s contains 25 varieties, used and
unused, including Obock, Reunion, French Congo, St. Marie. Martinique, Guadeloupe, and others rare. Poet-free, s/r.

No. 15.—T h e  Sm ilin g  P ack et o f  Unused S ta m p s contains 20 varieties, including obsolete 
id. Cyprus, Liberia, Barbados,Newfoundland, Nymssa, Bhopal, Siam, Angra, Bundi, Jamaica, Barbados, provisional Italy, 
Mexico, Holland, Shanghai, and others rare. All different, ana warranted genuine* Post-free, r/r.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd, 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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M essrs. G LE N D IN IN G  &  CO.,
L IM IT E D .

The Argyll Gallery
Being: situated in the centre of the West End of London, 
and adjoining the Oxford Circus Railway Stations, 
affords a good market for the disposal of property which 
it is desired to submit to Auction, being within ten 
minutes’ journey of the City and the principal parts of 
London.

Collections or single tots prom ptly catalogued and  arranged  
fo r  sale, and prom pt settlem ent o f  accounts guaranteed.

V A L U A T I O N S  F O R  P R O B A T E .
E x p e r ie n c e d  V a lu e r s  s e n t  to  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y .

SCA LE OF CHARGES,
Which include cost o f Advertising, Printing, Cataloguing, aud Postage. 

C O M M IS S IO N  F O R  S E L L I N G —

Postage Stamp C ollections..................................... 12£%
Autographs, Drawings, Engravings, Medals, Coins, Pictures,

Plate, Jewellery, Porcelain, Furniture, & articles of vertu 10 % 
Musical Instrum ents............................................. 10 %

M e s s r s . GLENDINING &  CO., L t d . ,  do n o t a c c e p t  
fo r  s a le  p ro p e rty  o n  w h ich  in th e ir  op in ion  unduly h ig h  
re s e rv e s  a r e  fixed , c o n se q u e n tly  th e  on ly  c h a r g e , w hen  a  
re a s o n a b le  re s e rv e  is  p laced  b y  th e  o w n e r o n  a n y  lo t, 
and  i t  fa ils  to  s e ll , is  3/6 p e r  lo t  (to  c o v e r  e x p e n se s  o f  
s a le )  u n le s s  o th e rw ise  a rr a n g e d . . . .  ----------------------

G L E N D I N I N G  &  C O . ,  L i m i t e d ,

7  A r g y ll  S t r e e t ,  R e g e n t S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n , W .



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For ail Classes of Postage Stamp Collectors.
( P R O FU S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

No. 15, Vol. VI.
(Whole No, 146). 12 OCTOBER, 1907. O n e  P e n n y .

C o n t e n t s .
FACS

1. COUNTRIES O P TH E W ORLD:
Ecnidor. By W. Percy Barnsdall . . t »5

2. TOPICAL NOTES. By C harlee J . Philllpt . « 8

2. FURTH ER NO TES ON T H E BREITPU SS  
COLLECTION. By C harles J . Philllpt . . ajo

«. BRITISH STAMPS USED ABROAD.
By I. J . B ernstein and C harles I'listen ,  , . ty t

A OMNIUM GATHERUM. By <■ Phlloloyos" . >33 

A N EW  ISSU ES. By Frank Phillips . . . 1 3 6

T. OUR INDIAN L E T T E R  . . .  .  s »

A ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS . . 14 0

9. PHILATELIC SOCIETIES ,  P a ge s  o f  Cover

BARGAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
11

No.
7. 100, all different

Post-free, 
e, rf.
3  I

8. 100 • 1 rarer . S 1
9. 300 • 1 rare . 5 1

66. 500 M 4 *
67. 1000 II 15 0
68. 1500 II 35 0
6 9 . 3000 II e • 60 0
6 9 a. 3000 • e 170 0
1 9 b, 4000 II e • 380 0

T bata P A C K B T sI cnMkfa stam p s la  PIN B  
CONDITION, s a d  a r t  u n dou bted ly  th e  b a st valu e 
o ffe n d  b y  s a y  sta m p  d ea ler .

Special Bargains
For AS. IP. Readers.

AFGHANISTAN
1 8 9 3 -9 9 . Type 45.

Dated 1310.
1 a., black on yellow-green (No. 217).
1 *•> » green  ( „ 218).

T h e s e  s ta m p s  a r e  e x t r e m e ly  d i f f i 
c u l t  to  o b ta in  in  a n  u n u s e d  c o n d itio n , 
a n d  u p  to  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  w e  h a v e  
o n ly  b e e n  a b le  to  p r ic e  o n e  o f  th e m . 
H a v in g  n o w  o b ta in e d  a  s m a ll  s u p p ly , 
w e  a r e  a b le  to  o ffe r  th e m  to  r e a d e r s  
o f  "  G . S .W .”  a t  s p e c ia l  lo w  r a t e s .

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
F o r  th e tw o stam p s a s  above, on yellow - 

green and deep green,

S s e  p o s t - f r e e .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  L I M I T E D
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N . W .C .

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INC., ie0 BROADWAY.



New  Issue Sebvice.
TO OOR BOX.HOL.DBRS ONLY. 

Stamps Distributed Weak eedleg Sept. 28th. 

IM P O R T A N T  N O T IC K .

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
A U  UNUSED UHLE88 OTHERWISE 8TATED.

Box-holders should note that it is quits 
uniksaessary to order stamps given in 
this list, as everything due to them will 
be put into their boxes, when we have a 
euffiolent number. If a Box-holder does 
not receive *  stamp noted in the list, he 
should consult the sign prefixed to it, 
which will probably explain the matter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE 8I8H8 CAREFULLY.
No ^MMrisOistnbntioD complete.

^Distribution ms yet incomplete.
Further supply received and dutribotieo oow 

completed.
laFurthjr supply received, but distribution still is* 

complete.
Types r tftr  to illustration* in  our current Catalogue.

. The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last oamber of G .S.W . in irhicb reference was 
oiade to that country in this column.

B R A Z I L . (143)
O fficial Stamp. P trf. is.
700 r., green and orange.
Bate, 1 0 0 0  r e ls ~ lt . 6d.

D A H O M E Y .
West African Type.

r c., grey-black, I 5 c., green.
9 c.| brown. to c., carmine.
4  c., brown and blue. | so c., black and pale bine.

Unpaid*.
5 c., yellow-green. | 15 e., ultramarine.

xo c., red-brown. | aoc., black and yellow.
F R E R O H  G U IN E A .

West A frican Type.
1 c., grey-black. I 5 c., green,
s c., brown. 10 c., carmine.
4 c., brown and bine* | so c., black and pale blue. 

Unpaid.
so c,, blade and yellow.

Rate, 1 0 0c.= l £r.=»Xd.
H O N G  K O N G - (136)
King. M ultiple. Chalky.

*  3* C'i green and black. | * 50 c., green and magenta.
Rate, 100c.=$l=2s. M. 

L U X E M B U R G .  (lti)
Grand Duke W illiam . Perf, xi|.

1% c., orange-brown. | 37I&, green. } 50 c., sepia.
Rate, l 0 0 a « l f r .« S # d .
N I C A R A G U A . (140)

Type 36 {A mcrican print). Surck. with Z 3.
Vale ao c. on 5 c., blue.

Type {Waterlow), Surch. with Z 4.
S c. on 4 c.,brownish-orange. | 90 c., claret*

Bata, 1 0 0  0. = 1  peso i^3 8 . 4d.
O R A N G E  R I V E R  C O L O N Y .

King. M ultiple. Ordinary.
*  |d., yellow-green.

A T . V I N C E N T . 0 » )
P a x and Justicia Type. M ult. Ord,

3d. 1 violet.

BRAZIL.
1906. O fficial Stam p. P ortrait o f President Penna. s . d. 

700 r., green and orange . • • * . 2 0

DAHOMBY.
1906-7. Sim ilar to Senegal, Types 98-30. 

x c., grey-black . . .  *
9 c., brown . . • . .
4 c., brown and bine . . . .
5 c., green . • • • •

zo c., carmine . • , •
90 c., black and pale blue • . •

© x 
o 1
O I 
O I 
O 9
°  3

1906-7. Unpaid L etter Stamps. Sim ilar to Senegal, Type 51.
5 c., yellow-green . . * . . o x

xoc.,marone * . ,  .  . . o s
xsc., ultramarine » • * * . 0 3
so c., black 00 yellow . • . * . 0 3

FR EN CH  GU INEA.
1906-7. Types sim ilar to abooe% inscribedguikAb.

t c., grey-black • • , • . o t
9 c., brown • . • • • • o x
4 c., brown and blue . • • * • o 1
5 C., green . . * . . . 0 1

to e , carmine . , . * , , o a
90 c., black and pale blue . . . . 0 3
90 c., black on yellow (Unpaid) . • . * 0 3

GWALIOR*
1903-$. Service. K in gs 

|  a., green •
x a., carmine . •
9 a., purple . • •
8 a., magenta . • »

HOLKAR.
>909. Service.

|a ., lake (No. 101) . . . . o 4

Head.
.* . * 0 9• . • o 3
• . • o 6
• • * 9 0

LU X EM BU RG . ,
1906-7. Type zo. New values.

15 c., orange-brown , . , . 0 3
37I c., green • • • • . . 0 6
50 c., sepia . • . • . . 0 8

NABHA*
e |9°3-6 - Service. K in gs Head.

3 p., grey . . , . . . x o

NICARAGUA
X907, Type 36. Overprinted fo r  Ztlaya. 

W ater low Print.
5 c. on 4 e., orange-brown (overprint Z4) • •
9oc,, claret (overprint Z 4), . * .

American Print. ■
Vale 90 c* on 5 c., blue (overprintZ3) * .

S T . VIN CEN T.
1907. Type 17. New value. 

3d.,wiolet . . . . .

o 6 
* 3

x o

•  5

SIERRA LBONB.
A IE N R A  L E O N E . (133)
King. M ultiple, Ordinary. 

xd., carmine. 1 e|d., ultramarine.

1907. K in g s Head. Printed in one colour. Wmk. M ult. C A, 
id., carmine • . , . * 0 9

aid., ultramarine • • o 4

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.
MEW Y O R K t ST A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198 B R O A D W A Y .
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NOW BEADY. The following Popular Packets of NOW BEADY.

F O B E I G N  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .
A ll tki Stamps contained in the following Packets are warranted absolutely genuine, 

free from reprints. They are also in good condition and perfect.
These Packets cannot be sent by book post'to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is aid. for every 100 Stamps. 

The amount required for postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added when remitting.

N E W  A N D  IM P R O V E D  P A C K E T S  O P  U S E D  A N D  U N U S E D  S T A M P S .

N o. I.—T h e  S ix p e n n y  P a c k e t  o f  M ixed  C o n tin e n ta l S ta m p s  contains ioo , including many
obsolete and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7d.

N o. 2 .— T h e  S ix p e n n y  P a c k e t  o f  U sed  F o r e ig n  S ta m p s  contains 5°  varieties, all different,
including Egypt, Spain, Chili, New South Wales, Transvaal, Roumania, Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden, Brazil, Turkey, 
Hoi-hao, French Congo, etc. Post-free, ;d.

*N o . 3 .—T h e  S ix p e n n y  P a c k e t  o f  U se d  C o lo n ia l S ta m p s  contains Z2 varieties, including Natal, 
Ceylon, India Cape of Good Hope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales Service, Victoria, Jamaica,
South Australia, New Zealand, etc. All different. Post-free, jd.

N o. 4 .—T h e  S h ill in g  P a ck e t o f  U se d  and U n u sed  F o re ig n  S ta m p s  contains 50 varieties,
including French Soudan, Spain, Bulgaria, Portugal, Southern Nigeria, Italy, Turkey, Finland, Brazil, Roumania, Portugal, 
Argentine Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, Philippine Isles, Japan, mod others rare. All different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, s/i.

N o. 6 .— T h e  S h ill in g  P a c k e t  o f  C o lo n ia l S ta m p s  contains 25 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jamaica, India, Victoria id. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits Settlements, India Service, Queensland, Hong Kong, Barbados, 
western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, Mauritius, Malta, and others rare. AU different, and 
warranted genuine. Poet-free, t/z.

N o. 6 . — T h e  E ig h te e n p e n n y  P a c k e t  o f  U sed  F o r e ig n  S ta m p s  contains zoo varieties, including 
Mauritius, Hong Kong,Tinland, Japan 15 and 95 sen, Barbados] Chili, Brazil, Greece, Russia, Turkey, New Zealand, Jamaica, 
Belgium, Spain, Canada, ete. Alldifferent, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/7.

N o. 7 .—T h e  T w o  S h ill in g  P a c k e t  o f  R a re  U sed  an d  U n u sed  F o r e ig n  S ta m p s  contains zoo
varieties, including Porto Rico, Colombia, New Zealand, Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon. Mozambique, Mauritius, 
Portugal, French Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costa Rica, Belgium, West Australia, Chili, Egypt, Bavaria, 
and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, »/x.

N o. 8 .—T h e  F iv e S h ill in g  P a c k e t  o f  O b s o le te  S ta m p s  contains zoo varieties, including,
amongst others, Liberia O.S., Western Australian provisional, India H.M.S., British Guiana, Cyprus aid., Argentine, Greece, 
Liberia, Guatemala, Mauritius, provisional Cuba, Hungary 23 kr.. Mexico, Bolivia, Uruguay, Transvaal, old Egyptian, old 
Swiss, Turkey, Peru{ Barbados, Spain, Porto Rico, Canada, Chili, old Tasmania, old Japao is and a$ sen, Siam, BrazO, Victoria, 
and others rare. This packet contains no stamps of the present issue, and is well worth to/-. Poet-free, 5/1.

N o. 0 .— T h e  F iv e S h ill in g  P a c k e t  o f  F o r e ig n  S ta m p s  contains 2 00  varieties (used and unused),
iocloding Capa of Good Hope,Turkey, Bermuda. Belgium, India Service, Brazil, Japan, Portugal, Spain, U.S. Post Office, Ros&ia, 
Swiss, British Guiana, New Zealand, Bulgaria, Denmark. South Australia] Mexico, Malta, U.S., Holland, Italy, Victoria, CMlj, 
Queensland, Gibraltar, Porto Rico. Greece 1 L, Orange River Colony, Nicaragua, British Honduras, Bolivia, Huogary, Hayti, 
Straits Settlements, Natal, etc- All different. Post-free, 5ft.

N o. 10.— T h e  T e n  S h ill in g  P a c k e t  o f  U sed  a n d  U n u sed  S ta m p s  contains zoo varieties,
all rare and different, including Chin-itiang, obsolete Cyprus, Salvador, Ecuador, Philippine Islands, Hayti, Tolima 5 c., 
St. Kitts, Uruguay, Montserrat, Finland, surcharged British Honduras, old Victoria, Newfoundland, Mexico, British Bechuanaland, 
British Guiana, unpaid Greece, Hyderabad, Borneo, Nicaragua, Znlnlaod, set of 6 Egypt, New South Wales O.S.. 4 scarce 
Spanish, Servia, Turkey, St. Vincent, Porto Rico, Bermuda, United States of America, Peru, Dutch Indies, Republic of Colombia, 
and others scam. This packet is nighty recommended as being well worth so/-; and if the stamps were bought separately it 
would come to over that amount. Post-free, ze/z.

N o . 11— T h e  G u in e a  P a c k e t  o f  R a r e  U sed  a n d  U n u sed  S ta m p s  contains 200 varieties,
1 including provisional Triotdad, Persia, obsolete Japan, official Mexico, Porto Rico, Aotioqaia, Ecuador, provisional Ceylon, South 
i African Republic, Dutch Iodles, provisional 1881 British Guiana, Ivory Coast, Macao, Leeward Islands, surcharged Peru, Spanish, 

Austrian, Levant] Gibraltar, Cuba, Argentine Republic, Egypt, Dbar, Servia, Greece unpaid, Guatemala, Nabba, set of 3 Chili, 
Surinam, Hawaii, Brazil unpaid, ana other obsolete issues, Bulgaria. St. Thomas ana Principe, Fiji Isles, Malta, obsolete 
Newfoundland, Honduras, British East Africa, British Honduras, set of 4 Nicaragua, set of 3 Philippine (Infant King), Argentine, 
Tasmania, Roumania, Guatemala, and others equally rare. Some of the stamps in this packet are worth from 1/6 to 2/6 each. 
Post-free, 31/t

N e w  PacKets of U n u s e d  Stam ps,
G R E A T L Y  IM P R O V E D , A N D  A L L  W A R R A N T E D  G E N U IN E .

N o. 12.—T h e  S ix p e n n y  P a c k e t  o f  U n u sed  S ta m p s  contains 12 varieties, including Indo-Chinm, 
Greece (z lepton), Tunis, Monaco, Porto Rico, obsolete sjd. Cyprus, North Borneo, Roumania, Paraguay, Jamaica, Johore, and 
Mauritius. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 7a.

N o. 14.— T h e  TW o S h ill in g  P a c k e t  o f  F re n ch  C o lo n ia l S ta m p s  contains 25 varieties, used and
unused, including Obock, Reunion, French Congo, St* Marie, Martinique, Guadeloupe, and others rare. Post-free, s/i.

N o. 16.— T h e  S n il  in g  P a c k e t  o f  U n u sed  S ta m p s  contains 20  varieties, including obsolete
id. Cyprus, Liberia, Barbados, Newfoundland, Nynssa, Bhopal, Siam, Angra, Bundi, Jamaica, Barbados, provisional Italy, 
Mexico, Holland, Shanghai, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, x/s.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STBAND, LONDON, W.C.
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Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

Intended for die Editor should be addressed to 
The Editor, C. S . W .,

3 9 1  Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
no time for direct correspondence. Al! letters re
quiring a reply wilt be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.— Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous person*, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows : is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

to allow of suoh stamps being sent to the recog
nised experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened 0 0  
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving | 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F . 
Forged ; G. Genuine; G .F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
eover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V  of G ibbons S ta m p  W eekly  
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at ss. 6 d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. I. January to June, 1 9 0 5 , * 
including the rare early numbers. 4 0 0  pages, 
1 0 s. pd., post-free. Vol. IV. June to December, 
1 9 0 6 . 4 1 4  pages, 4 6 . 9 d., post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1 9 0 7 . 4 2 8  pages, 4 s. 9 d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp meekly
A p opu lar W eekly S tam p  J o u r n a l for th e  

gen eral co llecto r, and m ore especially for 
beginners and young co llecto rs .

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.
The Countries of the W orld. By W . P . Barnsdall. 
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. W ritten up to date and fully illus

trated. B y Frank Phillips.
If iscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J . Phillips.
“ Omnium Gatherum." By Pbilologos.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp M arket A chat on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3 , 6 ,  or 
1 2  months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
mod

Colonics.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3  months is. 8 d. 4 0  c. fc. 2 .0 0 m. 1 .7 0

6  „ 3*- 3<L 8 0  c. fc. 4 .0 0 m. 3 .2 5

t*  .. 6 s. 6 d. $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8 .0 0 m. 6 . jo

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G , S . W , from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The monthly 3outmal
Edited by M AJOR E. B. EVANS

T ot M o n th ly  J o u r n a l  is chiefly iotended for Statnp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

i s t —A series of entirely Original Articles by  
the leading Philatelic W riters of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

2 nd.—A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all ‘New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

SU BSCR IPTIO N : 2/- p er Annum .
A U  S u b scrip tio n s m u st b e prepaid^  a n d  com m ence 

so ith  th e fir s t  n u m b er o f  a  v olu m e. C ollectors w ho 
su b scrib e now  w ill receiv e  th e  ba ck  n u m b ers o f  th e  
c u rre n t  v o lu m e.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L i m i t e d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W .C .
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Philatelic Societies
B r a d f o r d  P h i la t e lic  S o c ie t y

Preeldent I P. Gerharts.
Hen. See. / J> Foulger, 9 Beeehweed Grove, Moorhead 

Lane, Shipley,
Meetlngei First Thuredaye.

Syllabus, 1907-4
1907

Sept. 19. Display by Bradford members of 
British Colonials.

Oct, 10. Display of West Indians, including 
Cayman, Jamaica, Leeward, Nevis, 
St. Lucia, St.' Kitts, with notes 
by E. Heginbottom, Esq.

Oct. 31. Visit by Leeds Society. Display by 
Messrs. Harding and Thackrah, of 
Leeds.

Nov. 19. Visit by Bradford Society to Leeds.
Display by W. M. Gray, Esq. : 
Dominica, Gold Coast, and Gambia.

Nov. 21. Display by I. Townend, Esq., of the 
Straits Settlements and States.

Dec. 12. Display by W. M. Gray, Esq., of the 
surface - printed stamps of Great 
Britain.

Dec. 17. Visit by Bradford Society to Leeds.
General Display by Bradford 
members.

1908
Jan. 2 . Paper by I. J. Bernstein, Esq., of 

Manchester: “  British Stamps used 
Abroad.”

Jan. 23- Display by F. Gerharts, Esq., of 
Victoria and New South Wales.

Feb. 13- Visit by Leeds Society. Display by 
W. K . Skipwith, Esq. : Stamps of 
Holland".

Mar. S- Display with Notes by E. Hegin
bottom, Esq., of Virgin Islands, 
Turks Islands, Trinidad, Lagos, 
and St. Vincent.

Mar. 26. Display by A. H. Stamford, E sq .: 
Pictorial Issues of New Zealand.

Apl. 1 6 . Display by Bradford members of 
British Colonials.

May 7. Annual 'Meeting.

Junior Philatelic Society
Prootfont t Prod 4. BrlaUl,.
AmmI fuS.tr/ptfM 1 ft. frf.
Cotraooo /.«, ft. $d. »• Eotrmoo /*• for tattoo or for

Junior,.
T he eighth annual general meeting of the Junior 
Philatelic Society was held at 3 Bedford Street, 
Strand, on Saturday, 7 September, at 7 p.m. 
The following new members were elected: 
Mrs. Holland, Messrs. M. E . Woolf and C. M. C. 
Symes. ,

The following officers were elected for the 
season— President: F. J. Melville. Vice-Presi
dents : W. Darwin and Douglas Ellis. Com
mittee : P. Beaumont, H. H. Harland, E. A . 
Leigh, J. D. Ragg, R. Shepherd, S. R. Turner, 
G. T. Turner. Exchange Superintendent: D. S. 
Darkin. Superintendent of Beginners’ Exchange: 
W. Darwin. Librarian: E. A  Smart. Expert 
Committee: H. Lee (Secretary). Curator of 
Permanent Collection: R. Haltiday. Hon. 
Auctioneer: E. M. Gilbert Lodge, F.A.I. Hon. 
Auditor : C. B. Purdom. Hon. Solicitors: A. R. 
Jackson and Son. Treasurer: H. F. Johnson. 
Assistant Secretaries: H. Lee, A. J. Sefi. 
General Secretary: A. Selinger, 5 Paper Street, 
Redcross Street, E C.

Various reports from officers of the Society 
were read and accepted. An alteration was 
made in Rule 8, which now reads: “  A  
General Sale and Exchange is held before each 
meeting from 6 to 8 p.m., open to members only. 
Sale or Exchange must not take place during the 
business of the meeting.”

The President next gave particulars of the 
Exhibition of Colonial Postage Stamps to be 
held at Caxton Hall, Westminster, on 12, 13, and 
14 March, 1908. An Exhibition Committee has 
been formed with Mr. H. F. Johnson as Secretary, 
and an office has been taken for their use at 
44 Fleet Street, E.C. Mr. S. R. Turner showed 
a plan he had drawn of the Caxton Hall showing 
the positions to be occupied by dealers’ stalls and 
by exhibits. The President read a humorous 
poem he had received from Mr. Imeson relating 
to the Exhibition, which caused much amusement. 
Donations are asked for towards the expenses of 
the Exhibition and will be gladly acknowledged by 
Mr. H. F. Johnson. Please note: All donations 
and matters relating to the Exhibition should be 
sent to 44 Fleet Street, E.C.

Report of Beginners' Exchange
Eight packets were in all circulated, the first in 

October last year, and the others one each 
.month, finishing with May, 1907, when the 
Exchange was suspended for the summer season.

The members now number eleven, and the 
total number of stamps that changed hands was 
1474, or well over 100 stamps per member.

The total value of the stamps contributed to 
the packets was £22. 12s. 6d., and of those 
which changed hands £ 10 . is. 6d., a percentage 
(44 per cent.) which, I am sure, compares 
favourably with other exchange clubs. This 
result was obtained without any money changing 
hands, this being, of course, one of the features 
of the Beginners’  Exchange.

The first packet of the coming season starts on 
t October, and sheets should be sent in now.

S



THE IDEAL ALBUM.
2 0 0  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S , a ll  d iffe re n t. 1
p r e s e n te d  f r e e  w ith  e a c h  I d e a l A lb u m . ~

On the inside of the front cover there is a permanent linen pocket for duplicates, and in this 
*  pocket the above packet of Stamps will be placed in the first 4000 Ideal Albums.

600 pages. 8ize—0}xllJ Inches. 5,200 Illustrations.

A  N E W  A N D  T H O R O U G H L Y  U P - T O - D A T E  A L B U M .

Fo r  some years past we have had a great demand for a simple Album, fully illustrated, with a 
square for each Stamp, and omitting all minor varieties, and we trust that collectors and the trade 
will be pleased with this our latest production.

It is essential that an Album of this description should be in one volume, and in order to make 
this possible we have had to print it upon both sides o f the paper and to rigidly cut down varieties.

W ith the aim before us of producing a book to suit the great bulk of g e n e r a l  collectors, we 
have, after much consideration, decided to limit T h e  Id e a l  ALBUM to the P o s ta g e  S ta m p s  o f  th e  
W o r ld , and to omit all such varieties as Postal Fiscals, Official or Service Stamps, Postage Due 
or Unpaid Letter Stamps, etc. etc.

This Album is a r r a n g e d  s tr ic t ly  a lp h a b e tic a lly — thus Vathy will be found under the V s  and not 
in French Consular Offices, Aitutaki under the A ’s and not after New Zealand, etc. etc.

ID E A L  I .— On e x tr a  s to u t  paper, s tr o n g ly  bound in  c lo th , a r tis tic a lly  d esig n ed  
co ver in a sso rted  co lo u rs, sp r in k led  ed g e s , g o ld  le tte re d  on  back, 8 0 0  pages.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e . U .K . ,  1 0 / 7 ;  a b r o a d , e x t r a .
ID E A L  II .— A s  la s t , b u t  INTERLEAVED to  p rev en t a n y  ch a n ce  o f  S ta m p s  

rubbing, a n d  in  su p erio r  a n d  str o n g er  binding.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K .,  1 5 / 1 0 ;  a b r o a d , e x t r a .
ID E A L  III .— S u m p tu o u sly  bo u n d  in  h a lf-m o ro cco , g il t  edges a n d  letterin g, 

a n d  INTERLEAVED a s  Id ea l II.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e . U .K . ,  2 5 / 9 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
ID E A L  Nos. I. and II. can be supplied bound in blue, green, or red.
ID E A L  No. III., bound in half red or green morocco only.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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The “ ID E A L” PERFORATION GAUGE
Tbe Beet, M ost Reliable, atid in every way tbe most convenient Perforation Gauge ever invented.

f:jniiiiini| jiiiMiniitnii yiimimiuii|I t  is  portable, be in g  o f a  convenient 
size to  be carried  in  the breast pocket.

I t  is  accu rate , every g au g e  having 
been carefu lly  m easured, and th e G auge 
itse lf  is  printed from  an  engraved 
copper plate.

I t  h a s  three se ts  o f  g au g es (vertical 
and  horizontal) on the sam e card , by 
which p lan the perforations o f  stam ps 
arran g ed  in Albums on the hinge system  
can  b e  m easured without ta k in g  them  
from  th e b o o k ; a lso  stam ps gummed 
down ca n  be accu rately  tested  without 
rem oval from  th e book. T h e se  are  
ad v an tag es th at can  be claim ed by few ,
and  be in g  printed on stout cardboard , they will not easily  crack . In this respect it is  superior to 
those printed on thin paper or an y  transparent substance. I t  will not cockle, and damp has but little 
effect on it.

I t  h as  tw enty different g au g es, from 7 to 16}, and includes 7$ ,.8 , and 8 } , not often found in g au g es 
now before the Philatelic public, but which are required m ore especially for some o f  the Jap an ese  and 
T u rkish  Stam ps. I 1

E a ch  dot is  bisected by a  sm all vertical line, thus #  •  
is  guaranteed. P r ic e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  7 d . I

B y  th is arrangem ent accu rate  measurement

THE  S . G .” STAM P HINGES.

We have prepared a NEW STAMP HINGE, size as above, put up In A IR -TIG H T TIN  
BOXES, each containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, and 

thus easily peelable. Price, post-free, 7d. per Box, abroad extra.

B E S T  S TA M P  H IN G E S .
UOR affixing Stamps in Collections neatly and 
L expeditiously. Far superior to tbe old plan 
of gumming the Stamps, aad inserting them so 
that it la only with great difficulty they can be 
withdrawn. These Mounts are made of a thin 
strong white paper, and are ready gummed. By 

•; their use, Stamps can be removea at any time 
without injuring them, or in any way disfiguring 
tbe Collection. They are invaluable to those who 
collect watermarks. They should be used on the 
hinge system; thus, Moisten the Stamp, attaching 
the duck of it to one third of the mount, the other 
two thirds being fwtentd to the Album; The 
Stamp will then be fating the page; bat do 
not turn it over until perfect Ijrury. A Collection 
with the Stamps mounted m this manner is far 
more valuable, if at any time a sale is desired. jjo. 1. No 2. HO. 8.
Three sises are kept in stock: No. a, medium _ ,
size, suitable for ordinary •sited adhesives; No. x, smaller sue: No. 3, large me—for inch Stamps as old Portuguese, or for 
cut Envelopes. PR10E8 : No. 1, % or 8 size, 3d. per 100; 1/6 per 1000, post-free; 6000 , 6/6; 10,000 , 12/-.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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W R I N K L E S  O N  C O L L E C T I N G .

M O W  is  the tim e to  look up you r Collections.

If you are  a  mem ber of a  Philatelic Society you should 

m ake a  point of tak in g  your stam ps of th e co u n tiy  under 

review , and m aking notes of all rem arks about th e scarc ity  

of certain varieties th a t you do not possess.

Then w rite  to us to send you one of our

A P P R O V A L  B O O K S

of th e country, intim ating the p articu lar issue you need, 

and we w ill send you an excellent selection.

In th is w ay, by keeping your eyes and ears open, you 

w ill rapidly learn how and w h at to  collect.

Then again, don’t  w a it for current stam ps to  g et scarce 

before you buy. B u y w hile you m ay a t N E W  ISSU E R ATES. 

If you cannot afford to spend money lav ish ly , i t  w ill be far 

better to concentrate you r attention on a  few  countries.

To those form ing a  good stam p collection 
Sheets are sent out in every  direction:

Their fam e is w orld-w ide,
For th eir w orth has been tried—

W rite  for an approval selection.
" O U R  T A M E  U A fE R IC K IS T ."

W e sh all a lw ays be glad to hear from you a s to  your 

needs, and help you from our unrivalled  stock of picked 

copies of a ll classes of stam ps.

S T A N L E Y  G I1 Y B Q N S , L td .
3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .

■ jit. ' 8



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For all Classes of Postage Stamp Collectors.
( P R O F U S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

N o.l6,V ol. VL 19 OCTOBER, 1907. O n e  P en n y ./Wmla Ha liAt '

C o n t e n t s .
“““  \ ncm

1. COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD:
Eritrea. By W. Percy Barnedall . , I41

l  TOPICAL NOTES. By Charles J. Phillips . >45

3. BRITISH STAMPS USED ABROAD.
By I. J. Bernstein and Charles Ntssen. . . 148

4. HARD U.S. PROBLEMS MADE EASY.
By Eustace B. Pettier . . >50

5. THE POSTAL SYSTEM OF THE
MOZAMBIQUE CO.
Tranelatedyrom the Spanish by Ernest Phillips . >sa 

A OMNIUM GATHERUM. By "Phllologes" . ssi 

7, NBW ISSUBS. By Frank Phillips . . . >54

A PHILATELIC SOCIETIES . Page s  of Cover

9. ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS „

BARCAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
No.
7. IOO, •11 different

Post-free, 
e . d. 
a  1

8. IOO 99 rarer . S 1
9 . 200 >9 rare . 5  *

86. soo »* 4  *
67. iooo 99 * 5  0
6 1 . 1500 19 3 3  0
69. 2000 99 do 0
6 9 a. 3000 99 170 0
6 9 b. 4000 91 280 0

T hese PACKETS con  ta la  stam p s la  PINE 
CONDITION, an d  a n  a o d o a h tcd ly  th e  b a st r a is e  
ottered  bjr an y  stam p  sea ler,'

Special Bargains
For 8.S.W . Readers.

PORTUGAL
1895-99. T ype 39. 

Perf. H i.

25 reis, carmine (error, value 
omitted, Catalogue No. 875).

W e  h a v e  s e c u r e d  a  fe w  c o p ie s  
o f th e  a b o v e  e r r o r  a n d  o ffe r  
th e m  to  G .S .W . r e a d e r s  a t  th e

S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N  P B I C E  

6 s .  p o s t - f r e e .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  L I M I T E D
j H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C .

I  NBW YORK: STANLEY OIBBONS, INC.. i»8 BROADWAY.



New  Issue Sebvice.
TO OUR BOX-HOLDERS ONLY. 

Sta m p a D tatrthutad W aak aadlag O o to b a r 6th . 

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

Box-holdwa should not* that It la quite 
unnecessary to order stamps given in 
this list, as everything due to them will 
be put into their boxes, when we have a 
sufficient number. If  a Box-holder does 
not receive a stamp noted in the list, he 
should consult the sign prefixed to it, 
which will pibbably explain the matter.

PLEA8E NOTE THESE StONS OAREEUUT.
A* R em ark* Distribution complete.D̂istribution «a yet incomplete.Farther supply received and distribution now completed.Farther supply received, bat distribution still incomplete.

T ypes r t je r  to  itb u tm tio n s  in  o u r  cu rren t C ata log u e. 
The numbers bracketed niter the name of each country indicate the last number of G.S. IV. in which reference was made to that country in this column.

AN TIG U A .  (142)
Wmk. Crown C C . Chalky.

* is., ultramarine and purple.

DENM ARK .  (121)
Newspaper Stamps. Per/. 13.

1 ore, olive.
.  5 19 blue.

7 99 carmine.
10 >9 lilac.
20 99 green.
38 99 orange.

* 68 9 9 brown.
* 1 kr., claret and blue.
* 5 ,, yellow-green and rose.
* 10 ,, blue and stone.

Bate, 100 8re = l  kr. = ls . 2d.

JA P A N .  (126)
Type 27 . Per/. 1 1 J, 12 .

* 6  sen, maroon.
Bate, 100 sen = 1 yen = 2a 3d.

N EW  ZEALAND .  (142)
Small sise. Wmk. N  Z  and Star. 

Pe'rf. 1 4 .
* 3d., brown.

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a r i d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

BRITISH HONDURAS.
1898-1900. Queens Head. Single C.A.

N ew  Prices. g

Jo c., green and red . (No. 62) . 3 6
81, >, ,, • ( „ 63) . 7 6
82, „ ultramarine ( „  64) . 15 o
$5. ». black • ( » 65) . 35 o
25 c., red-brown and green ( „ 68)' , 2 o 
10 c., lilac and green . ( „  .79) . 1 o
NOTE.—The above stamps are probably obsolete, as 

these values have now been received in London 
with King's Head.

DENMARK.
1896-1902. Type 10.

24 ore, brown (No. 124). , . used o 3

1904-6. Type 14.

100 ore, orange-buff . . . used 1 3

1907. Newspaper Stamps.
1 ore, olive . . O 1
5 ore, blue . . O I
7 ore, carmine . O 2

10 6re, lilac .
20 ore, green . . O 4
38 ore, orange . O N

EGYPT.
1907. Official Stamp. Surcharged O.H.H.S.

$ pias., slate . . . . .  used 2 6

GWALIOR
1903-5. Service. King's Head.

4 a., olive-green . . ~ . . . 1 3

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
1885-1906. Various Types. New Prices.

is ., pale green . (N o. 105) used 0 3
is., olive-green ' . ( „ 106) 0 3
2s., red on yellow . ( „  121) >9 1 0
2s. 6d., deep blue on rose ( „ 122) 99 1 3
5s., green ( ,, 123) 99 3 0
10s., lilac ( , ,  184) 9* 7 0
£1, yellow-brown . ( „ 125) 99 10 0

»

S T A N L E Y  GIBBO N S, L T D ., 39 1  ST R A N D , LONDON.

NEW Y O R K : STA N LEY G IBBO N S, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
*



N O W  R E A D Y ,N O W  R E A D Y .

The following Popular Packets of

FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS.
A ll the S ta m p s contained  in  th e  follow ing P a c k e ts  a re  w arran ted  absolu tely  genuine, 

free  from  reprints. T h e y  a re  a lso  in good condition and  perfect.
These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is 2 \d. fo r  every 
loo Stamps. The amount required fo r  postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added when rem itting.

NEW AND IMPROVED PA C K ETS O F UNUSED STA M P8.
N o. 12.— T h e  S ix p e n n y  P a ck e t o f  Unused S tam p s contains 12 varieties, including Canton, Labuan 

(Greece, I lepton), Tunis, Monaco, Porto Rico, obsolete 2 jd . Cyprus, North Borneo, and Mauritius. All 
different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 7d.

N o. 14.— T h e  T w o  S t i l l in g  P a c k e t  o f F re n ch  C olonial S ta m p s contains 25 varieties, used and 
unused, including Obock, Reunion, Trinidad, Hong Kong, Martinique, Guadeloupe, and others rare. 
Post-free, 2/l.

N o. 16.— T h e  S h illin g  P a ck e t o f U nused S tam p s contains 20 varieties, including obsolete id. Cyprus, 
Liberia, Barbados, Newfoundland, Nyassa, Bhopal, Siam , Angra, Bundi, Jam aica, rare Ceylon envelope, 
provisional Italy, Mexico, Holland, Shanghai, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, ijl.

No. 17. T h e  T w o  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f R u ssian  L o ca l S tam p s (Government issues) contains 20 
varieties, including obsolete and rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/1.

N o. 18.— T h e  H alf-crow n P a c k e t  o f  U nused S tam p s contains 40 varieties, including, amongst others, 
Sirmoor, Totima, Cashmere, Guatemala, Dutch Indies, United States, India 9 pies envelope, Bulgaria, 
Macao, Uruguay, Nicaragua, United States of Colombia, Alwar, British South Africa, Spain (head of 
Liberty), South Australia, Cyprus, Cuba 1888, Travancore, San Marino, Bechuanaland, Roumania, Malta, 
Greece, &c. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/7.

N o. 2 0 .— T h e  F iv e  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f R a re  U nused S tam p s contains 60 varieties, including the 
following uncut envelopes: Ceylon, Canada, and E gypt; also adhesives: Guatemala, British Guiana 
provisional 1 c .,  Newfoundland, Federated Malay States, Labuan, United States, Shanghai, Sandwich Isles, 
hfartinique, Alwar, Johor, obsolete Tolim a, Perak, provisional Ceylon, provisional West Australia, Cyprus, 
Argentine, Mexico Porte de M ar, Granada Confederation, Cashmere Service, Brunswick, Swiss newsband, 
Chili, Bechuanaland, Finland, Jhalaw ar, Porto R ico, Belgium, provisional Norway, Spain, British Honduras, 
Greece, Chefoo,and provisional Straits Settlements, and many others. A ll different, and warranted genuine, 
Post-free, 5/1.

N o. 21.— T h e  F iv e  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f  R u ssian  L o ca l S ta m p s (Government issues) contains 40 
varieties, including many obsolete and rare. AU different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 5/1-

N o. 2 2 .—T h e  F o u r  Pound P a c k e t  o f  R a re  U nused S ta m p s contains 500 varieties, including, amongst 
others scarce and obsolete, Alwar, Angola, Antioquia, scarce Argentine, Azores, Bavaria return letter labels, 
obsolete Belgium, Bermuda, Bhopal, Bolivia, Brazil, British Guiana, Brunswick, Bulgaria, Cape of Good 
Hope, Cashmere, Ceylon, Chili, Colombia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Faridkot, French Colonies, Greece, 
Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, provisional Ita ly , Japan, Luxemburg, Macao, Mauritius, set o f 3 Mexico, 
1864, Monaco, Mozambique, Newfoundland, set o f 4  Nicaragua, Borneo, Persia, Peru, Porto Rico, Philippine 
Islands, Portugal, Jh ind , Roumania, Russia, S t. Thomas, Salvador, San Marino, Servia, Seychelles, Soruth, 
Spain, Perak, set o f Swiss, unpaid Tunis, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela, Western Australia, Zululand, Sudan, 
Natal, Newfoundland, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, ^ 4 .

N o w  R e a d y ,  1/- e a c h , p o s t .fr e e , 1/1 . THE IM P E H IA l P A C K E T S  O F  H AKE

Used and Unused Foreign Postage Stamps.
T h e only packets issued that ore entirely different from each other.

| Each contains Twenty Varieties, all Warranted Genuine.
N o. 3 0  contains Azores, provisional Macao, Japan 2 sen, Cuba, Cyprus (obsolete), Brazil, Philippine, 

provisional Ceylon, Roumania, Bavaria 50  pf., India surcharged H .M .S ., Bhopal, Argentine, and other good 
stamps.

No. 31 contains H a iti, Pqrtnguese Indies, Egypt (1879), Ecuador, Bechuanaland, China, South Australia
O .S ., official Ita ly , C am  of (yood Hope, Madagascar, Corea, and other good stamps.

No. 3 2  contains Zumland, Turkey, Brazil, Dutch Indies, Bhopal, Swan River, Sweden (unpaid), Western 
Australia, Faridkot, Swiss (unpaid), Greece, Jam aica, Transvaal, British Guiana, and other good stamps.

N o. 3 3  contains Saraw ak, provisional Mauritius, surcharged Peru, Monaco, Transvaal, India Service 2 annas, 
Straits Settlements, Sandwich Isles, South Australia, Chili, Argentine, New Guinea, and other good stamps.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED, 391 STBAND, LONDON, W.C.
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Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
The Editor, G . S . W .,

3 9 1  Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
no time for direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of u  Answers to Correspondents. 0

itTiwitnaM#iw of s tampt — Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follow*: ts. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

Ia  exceptional cases where special knowledge 
Is necessary, e.g . examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

lo allow of such stamps being sent to the recog- 
oized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F . 
Fo rg ed ; G. Genuine; G .F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes,—Our publisher* are 
now prepared to supply special covers for bindior 
the numbers of Vol. V of G ibbons S ta m p  W eekly  
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6 <L, 
post-free.

Bound Volume*.—Vol. I. January to June, 1 9 0 5 , 
including the rare early numbers. 4 0 0  pares, 
1 0 s. 9 d., post-free. Vol. IV. June to December, 
1 9 0 6 . 4 1 4  pages, 4 s. 9 d., post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1 9 0 7 . 4 2 8  pages, 4 s. 9 d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp lileekly
A  popular W eekly Stom p Journal for the 

general collector, and more especially  for 
beginners and young collectors.

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.
The Countries of the W orld. B y W . P . Barnidall.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. W ritten up to date and fully Illus

trated. By Frank Phillips. *
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J .  Phillips.
'* Omnium Gatherum.” By Philologos.
Philatelic Societies’ Reports.
The Stamp M arket A chat on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence.
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3 , 6 , or 
1 2  months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France,
Jwiyjor
Spain.

Germany.

3  months is. 8 d. 4 0  c. fc. 3.00 m. 1 . 7 0

6 3s* 34- 8 0  c. fc. 4 .0 0 m. 3 .3 5

<* » 6 s. 6 d. $ 1 .6 0 fie. 8 .0 0 m. 6 .5 0

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G* S* W . from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The monthly ^Journal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS

T att M o n th ly  J o u r n a l  is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

1  s t —A series of entirely Original Articles by 
the leading Philatelic W riters of the day on 
nil subjects of interest to  Stamp Collectors*

and.—A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

SU BS C R IPT IO N : 2 / -  p er  A nnum .
A U  S u b scrip tio n s m u st b e p re p a id , a n d  com m ence 

w ith  th e  firs t  n u m b er o f  a  v o lu m e. (Collectors w ho 
su b scrib e now  w ill receiv e th e  back  n u m b ers o f  th e  
c u rre n t  v o lu m e.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L i m i t e d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY s .

Philatelic Societies
C ity  of London P h ilatelic S ociety  I

Pr*ald*nt: W. B. Edward*, B.8C.
Hon. Boo.: Jam** L. Eattwood, 169 Formo Park Hoad,

Crouch End, London, N.
Hotting* t 14 Broad 8tr**t Plat*, London, E.C.
Annual 8ub*erlptlon, 3*. id.

Programme—Season 1907-6
1907

Oct. 16. President's opening Address.
Display by members: Philatelic 

Novelties and Curiosities.
Nov. 20. Paper: “ AlbumsandArrangements.’'

E. J. Nankivell.
Competitive Display: Australia and 

Tasmania (limited to twenty-five 
stamps. Total catalogue value not 
to exceed £7).

Dec. 18. Paper and Display: “ Chili.”  J. 
Read Burton.

Display with Notes: British Bcchu* 
analand, British Central, East, and 
South Africa, British Somaliland 
(Uganda), Mauritius (from 1854), 
Natal (from *859), Zululand. E. J. 
Hcginbottom, b. a.

1908
Jan. 15. Display: Mexico. R. F re n tz e l,

F. R.N.S., F.R.P.S.
Display: Switzerland, Italian States 

of Modena, Naples, Parma, Sicily, 
and Tuscany. A. H. L. Giles, 
R.N.

Competitive Display: Colonial stamps 
of one of the following countries, 
viz. France, Germany, Holland, 
Portugal, or Spain.

Feb. 19. Paper: “  The Limitations of the 
Minor Varieties.”  By W. B. 
Edwards, B.S.C.

To be followed by a discussion.
Display with Notes: Cape of Good 

Hope, Grenada, Gold Coast, Lagos, 
and Orange River Colony. E. J. 
Hcginbottom, b.a.

Mar. 19. Paper. P. L. Pemberton.
Display with Notes: Holland. D. H. 

Jackson.
Display of the Society’s Collection of 

Forgeries.
April 16. Ten-minute papers by members.

Competitive Display : Twenty-five 
stamps, each bearing a portrait of 
a different person.

Display with Notes: North and South 
Nigeria, St. Helena, Sierra Leone, 
Seychelles, Transvaal (from 1878). 
E. J. Heginbottom, b. a.

May 2i. Annual General Meeting.
"General Sale and Exehange at all meetings.

Liverpool Philatelic Society
Pr**fd*ntt J. H, H. Sauagt.
Hon. 8*or*torgt A, 8. Alltndtr, 71 Canning Btrtot, U**rpo*l.
Htttlngt! Hot*! St. Gtorgt, Limt 8tr**t, Uttrpooi.

T he first meeting of the Society for the new 
session 1907-8 took place on Monday, 23 Septem
ber, the President, Mr. J. H. M. Savage, in the 
chair. The Society has taken larger rooms in the 
Hotel St. George, Lime Street, and twenty-four 
members assembled in the pleasant and spacious 
saloon now at their disposal. There were two 
proposals of candidates for membership.

The business of the evening included exhibits 
of the stamps of Gibraltar and Crete, and a paper 
on the latter country by Mr. W. Macdonald 
Mackay.

Messrs. Armstrong, Bate, Fletcher, Gordon, 
Hughes, James, Ross, and Mackay showed col
lections of Gibraltar ; whilst.Messrs. Bate, Clis- 
sold, Fletcher, and Gordon presented for view 
Crete. ■

Mr. Mackay’s paper was illustrated by his 
specialized collection of Crete, and showed what 
energy and enthusiasm could produce in the study 
of what cannot be called a favourite country. A  
hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Mackay for his interesting paper, and apprecia
tion of his pioneer work m connexion with a 
little-known oounhgr-

Jln$u>eit$ to Coititespondents
H. W. J. (PRAHRAN).— This gentleman writes 

as follows: “  I have not had G. S . W . for two 
weeks now. If my sub. has expired, renew; 
do not let me go without it. I would sooner go 
without my dinner mail day than have no 

| W eekly."
All right, my friend. Glad you like the paper 

so much. Your dinner on mail day is secure for 
another year, as you have been rebooked for 
that time. j

G. G. H. (Slough).— Many thanks for your 
kind and jolly letter. It is really good of you to 
take so much trouble, and we shaliadopt some of 
your ideas. Your suggestion to give a stamp to 
the biggest mug every week is a curious one. 
How tne dickens can we prove which is the 
biggest mug ? And if we could do so, would he

(the mug) like the fact published? Your con
cluding paragraph, "K e e p  smiling and die a 
good colour,”  is suggestive. What colour do you 
suggest that we adopt when we attend our own 
obsequies ?

F. A. (Buenos A yrbs).— That is a good idea of 
yours, asking your friends to subscribe. W e have 
entered the two subscriptions you forward, and 
we- trust that many other readers will try to 
get us at least one new subscriber during the 
present season.

G. S. (Redcar).— We should like to see the id., 
red, British stamp you mention, with permission 
to photograph the watermark, if  we find as you 
state. Thanks for photo of the altered stamps, 
but of course such things are only curiosities, and 
are of no value to collectors.

S



Amongst the readers of “ GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY”  it is said there
are many

A D V A N C E D  C O L L E C T O R S

If so, they will be interested fo learn that the following

S T O C K  B O O K S

have just been rearranged. Any of these— or of our other Stock Books 
(now over three hundred in number)— can be sent on approval for FIVE 
days to Collectors known to us, or after the usual business references.

To meet the requirements of our clients we have decided to include 
BLOCKS OF FOUR in all our Stock Books in future, as far as we have 
them in stock, and in the series of Stock Books now being rearranged 
by three well-known philatelists, such blocks will be found in consider

able quantities. «

To clients who purchase from one volume for £5 ' or upwards at 
one time a discount of 1 0  per cent is allowed.

Special teritfs and allowances are made to those who are desirous
of making important purchases, 
considerable sum during the year.

V U U B

V i c t o r i a  ( 3  v o l s . )  . £ 2 3 9 6

C y p r u s  a n d  U g a n d a .  5 5 7

C a n a d a  .  .  . .  3 7 7

C e y l o n  ( 2  v o l s . ) .  8 9 5

I n d i a .  2 7 1

S e n e g a f n b i a  t o  T u n i s .  8 7

B a r b a d o s  * .  3 1 9

B . C . A .  a n d  B . S . A . • ----

or whose purchases aggregate a

VALVE

R e u n i o n  t o  S e n e g a l  .  1 7 9

N e w  Z e a l a n d  .  .  1 0 0 0

N e w  C a l e d o n i a  t o

R e u n i o n  .  .  .  2 1 4

S a l v a d o r  ( 3  v o l s . ) .  .  4 6 0
(T h is  h a s  b e e n  re a rr a n g e d , an d  
fo llo w s th e  o rd e r  g iv e n  in  a r t ic le s  
in th e  “  M o n th ly  J o u r n a l .” )

C a p e  a n d  M a f e k i n g  .  7 1 2  

E g y p t  a n d  S u d a n  . 1 2 6

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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It

G R E A T  B A R G A I N S  IN  S E T S .
PRICE,POST-FREE.

s. d.
S E R V IA .

18 9 0 . Head of K ing Alexander I.

5 , io ,  15, 20 , 2 5 , and 5 0  paras, and 1 dinar,
set o f  five, unused 0  9

G E R M A N  E M P I R E .
Official Stam ps for the Kingdom 'of Prussia. 19 0 3 . Obsolete.

2, 3 . 5 . ' I 0 > 2 0 > 2 5> 4 ° .  and 50  pf.,
set o f e ight, unused I  1

NOVA SC O TIA .
i 860  Issue.

1 c ., 2 c., 8 J  c ., 10 c ., and 1 2 J  c ., set of five, unused . 1 5  0

P E R S IA .

L IB E R IA .
R egistration Stam ps. Errors. Imperf.

10 c ., blue on ro s e ;  10 c ., green on  b u ff;

10 c ., red on  yellow ; 10 c ., red  on b lu e ;
set o f four, unused 7  6

1 8 9 9 .  7 and 10 ch a h i, and 1, 2 , and  $ kran,
set o f  five, unused 1 1

B R IT IS H  S O M A L IL A N D , o b s o l e t e .

19 0 3 . K ing’s  Head Stam ps o f  Ind ia , 

surcharged at bottom .

1, 2, 3, 4 , and 8  ann as, set o f  five, unused 3  0

N IC A R A G U A . 18 6 9 - 8 0 .

2 c .,  bright b lu e ; 1 0 c ., r e d ; and  2 5 c . ,  g r e e n ;

set o f  three, unused 1 3

L is t  o f  d e a d ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  s e ts  a n d  P a c k e ts  o f S ta m p s  
s e n t  p o s t-f re e  o n  a p p lic a tio n  to

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .



iOO POSTAGE STAMPS, alt genuine and different, and of a catalogue Value of
over 8s., are presented With each STRAND ALDUM.

- — —  T h e  S t r a n d  -------------
P o s t a g e  S t a m p  A l b u m

N EW  E D IT IO N .
'T 'H E  book, which is printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a  new and 

^  specially designed cover. T h e  shape is as illustrated, and the size a  new and convenient one, 
viz. 9$ in. b y  inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album is full the 
covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly con
structed books.

t€ X K 5Kj

No. 14.

330 pages. Spaces fo r 
8000 Stam ps.

Nos. 15 and 16.

400 pages. Spaces fo r 
11,600 Stam ps.

The

S h v a n d '.
S'nMI’ A’fiUM

i/GXKeKi

Nos. 15 and 16 
Include a  series of 

S ix  Maps, 
sp ecia lly  engraved 

fo r  th is
Publication, and 

b eau tifu lly  printed 
in Colours.

•XJXKS'*

Concise Geographical and other particulars with Illustrations are given at the head o f each 
country, the pages being divided into rectangles, as is usual, with this most important innovation, 
that they vary in size so as to conveniently accom m odate the Stam ps desired to be placed in 
position. T his is an advantageous improvement that will commend itself to every collector. Post 
Cards are not provided for, as all Philatelists o f experience know it is best to collect them separately.

A  new and very important departure has been made in Nos. 1$ and 16, in including for the 
first time in any Philatelic Album  a  series o f  Six specially drawn Maps, printed in colours, and 
giving the names of all Stam p-issuing Countries. T h ey  are o f  course fully brought up to date, 
and are not needlessly encumbered with unnecessary names, thus increasing their usefulness for 
easy and instant reference.

E ach Album  now has four full-page Illustrations showing the W aterm arks found on all Stamps.

P R I C E S .
No. 14 .— Strongly and neatly bound in plain cloth, gilt lettered, 320 pages, post-free, 3 / 11 ; abroad, 3 /4. 
No. 15 .— Strongly and handsomely bound in plain cloth, with gilt edges and lettering, and six Maps, and 

eighty extra leaves, post-free, 5/6 j abroad, 6/-.
No. 16 .— Handsomely bound m half morocco, lettered on back, plain cloth sides, with six Maps, gilt edges, 

400 pages, post-free, 9 /-; abroad, 9/6.
Each quality can be supplied In either blue, red, or green art bindings.

N E W  B I N D I N G .
N o. 17 .— Handsomely bound in half-art canvas, with art vellum sides, and lettered and finished in gold.

Gilt edges, six Maps, 400 pages, interleaved to prevent any chance of stamps rubbing, 7 /6 ; 
post-free, 8 / l; abroad, extra.

B L A N K  L E A V E S . For No. 14.— 9d. per dozen; 5/- per 100, post-free. For No. 15, 16, or 17, gilt 
edges.— 1/3 per dozen; 9/- per too, post-free.

Sb i GT. P. D ., Glasgow. RECENT UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS.
“  I like the general outline of the ‘ Strand’ Album and consider it in every respect very suitable 

for beginners, which I was when I purchased mine. The quality of the paper is good, and the division is 
excellent, in fact I consider it the best album published at the price. You may use this recommendation as 
you think fit.”

A. S., Low er Clapton R d ., N .E .
“  I bought one of your Strand Postage Stamp Albums the other day and I think it is marvellous how 

you can make them and sell them at such a low price as 2/6. Every one I have shown it to, says it is worth 
double the price; 100 foreign stamps are given with it, and they alone are worth X/-.”

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T B A N D ,  L O N D O N , W .C .



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For all Classes of Postage Stamp Collectors.
(P R O F U S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

No. 17, Vol. VI.
(Whole No. 147). 26 OCTOBER, 1907. O n e  P e n n y .

C o n t e n t s .
FACE

I. COUNTRIES OP THB W ORLD:
Elobey, Annobon, etc., and Fernando Poo.
By W. P trcy Barntdall , . • >57

J. TOPICAL NOTES. By C h a rt" J . P hillip, . r ic

J. BRITISH STAMPS USBD ABROAD.
By I. J . B trnsteln  and Chart„  h lu t n . . . ati

4. BRITISH COLONIAL STAMPS . . . >64

( . PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. By B otutll Jun la r >65

8. THE RAREST STAMPS. By P ltrre M ahi . >66

7. OMNIUM GATHERUM. By "P hllolayo,"  .  >69

8. NBW  ISSU ES. By Frank Phillip1 . . . .7 0

9. PH ILATELIC SO CIETIES . Pae t  5 e fC c t t r

BARGAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
No.
7 . 100, all different

ll
Putt-fm . 

a. d .  

a 1
8. 100 tl rarer 5  1
9. aoo *» rare 5  1

66. 500 If 4  *
6 7 . teoo II IS 0
68. 1500 »» 3 5  0
6 9 . 3 0 0 0 M (So 0
6 9 a. 3000 •f 170 0

6 9 b. 4000 >9 380 0

That* PACKETS cop tala ataapa la PINE 
CONDITION, aad a n  aodoUhtedly tb , boat va/a, 

[ otlond by pay atamp oeaiir.

Special Bargains
For 6.8.W . Roodoro.

E R I T R E A
1903. Type and Surcharge as above 

but

Error— Surcharge Inverted.
1  c ..  B R O W N  (C a t. N o . 3 1 ).

W e  h a v e  s e c u r e d  a  fe w  o f  
th e s e  e r r o r s  a t  a  m o d e r a te  
p r ic e ,  a n d  c a n  th e r e f o r e  o ffer' 
a s  u n d e r  to  G .S .W . r e a d e r s .

S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N  P B I C E

4 -8 .  p o s t - f r e e .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  L I M I T E D
H E A D  O F F I C E :  3 9 1  S T R A N D . L O N D O N , W .C .

NBW VORK: STANLEY QIBBONS, INC., i» 8  BROADWAY.
I



New  Issue Service.
T O  OUR. B O X -H O LD ER S O N LY .

A m d i  I k M i M  W§9k DOdlag Oetobtr 12th.

IM P O R T A N T  M O T IC X .

B ox-holdara should not* th a t  I t  la qu it*  
n n a t w a w r y  to  o rd e r stam ps f i i a n  in  
th is  lis t, as e v e ry th in g  due to  them  w il l  
bo p a t  in to  th e ir  boxes, w h e n  w e have  a  
sufficient num ber. I f  a  B o x-h o ld e r doee 
n o t receive a  stam p noted in  the lis t, he 
should consult th e  sign prefixed to  it , 
w hie h  w il l  pro b a b ly e xp la in  the  m a tte r.

PLEASE MOTE THESE SUMS CAREFULLY.
/IliffiniaDisttibiiiMa complete.

* «  Distribution as yet incomplete.
t » Further supply received and distribution now 

completed.
t *  Further supply received, but distribution still in

complete.
7 > /«  r t ft r  to iUm trm tiom  in  o u r cu rrtn t Cmtmtoguo.

The s ta b e t  bracketed after the name of each couotry 
indicate the last number of Cm5.1K in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

B E L G I U M .
N ew  design on label. Per/. 14. 

5 c., yellow-green.

Bate, 100 c .= l fr.=9fd.

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
ALL UMUteO UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

A B Y S S I N I A .
IOOI-6. Type 1. Overprinted. s. d. 

| g ., red (No. 16) . .  . used o 6
o s  on l g . ,  green (No. 83) .  .  . , , 0 3

A F G H A N IS T A N .
*893- 99* Type 45. Dated 1310.

1 a ., black on yellow-green (No. 217) . . 3 6
1 a ., „  gteen (No. 218) .  . . 3 6

1900-3. Type 48. Dated 1316.
2 a ., black on orange (No. 288) .  . . 4 0
2 a ., „  yellow ( „  242) .  . 4 0
2 a ., „  blue-green_(No. 243) . . 4 0
2 a ., „  purple (N £  244) . . 4 o

A R G E N T I N E  R E P U B L I C .
1888-90. Type 38. Reducedprice.

1$c ., orange .  . . .  used 0  4

A U S T R I A .
1899-1902. New prices.

60 h ., pale brown (No. 287) . . used o  1
50 h ., pale blue (No. 833) . . , , 0 1

B E L G I U M .
1907. New design on label.

S c . ,  yellow-green . . . . 0 1
1 9 0 a  Postage Due. Revised price.

1 fr., ochre . .  . used o 3

B R I T I S H  C E N T R A L  A F R I C A .
K in g . M u ltip le. Chalky.

id., black and carmine.
*6 d . ,, brow n-orange.

G W A L I O R .  ( 109)

In d ia , K in g , overprinted. N ew  shade.

* * 2 a ., mauve.

Bate, 16 a.=1 rap. = Is. 4&d.

L E E W A R D  I S L E S .  (131)
K in g . M u ltip le . O rdinary. 

id., carmine (on white).

M O N T S E R R A T .
M u ltip le wmk. C halky.

* id,, black and carmine.
5s* »» »,

C O R E A .
19OO-3. Various types. Revised prices.

10 ch ., violet (No. 87) . . . used o  4
2 rin., grey (No. 64) . . . , , 0 1

C O N G O  S T A T E .
1900. Types 8 and 9. New prices.

50 c., olive-green . . . used o 4
1 fr., rose . . . . , , 0 5

1898. Parcel Post. Type 34.
1 0 fr., green . . . .  used 3 6

C R E T E .
1905. Pictorial Issue.

20 L, blue-green . . used o 2
251 ., ultramarine . . . , , 0 3

1900. Postage Due. Type 51.
$1 ., red . . . . used o 2

D E N M A R K .
1905. Type 14. Reduced price.

25 5re, brown . . . .  used o 2

L E B W A R D  I S L A N D S .
1907. Type 6. Printed in one colour. 

id ., carmine . . , . 0 2

ST A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, L T D ., 391 ST R A N D , LONDON.

NBW YO RK 1 8TA N LBY G IBBO N S, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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A L G E R I A

I n  190 6 t h e  a b o v e  d e s i g n  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  a  

s e r i e s  o f  s t a m p s  f o r  A l g e r i a ,  b u t  s e p a r a t e  

s t a m p s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  i s s u e d  t h e r e ,  a n d

F r e n c h  s t a m p s  a r e  s t i l l  in  u s e .  ---------------------

T h e  d e s i g n  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  o n e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  a  m a p  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h o w i n g  t h e  t w o  

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  M o r o c c o  a n d  T u n i s ; o n  t h e  l e f t  

i s  a n  A r a b  M o s q u e ,  o n  t h e  r i g h t  a  g r o u p  

o f  p a lm s .  -------------------------------------------------------------

T h e  e s s a y s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  in  f o u r  c o l o u r s —  

m a u v e ,  g r e e n ,  b lu e ,  a n d  c a r m i n e ,  a n d  f o u r  

v a l u e s — 1 , 2 ,  5 ,  a n d  10  f r s . ,  a l s o  i m p r e s s e d  o n  

t h in  g l a z e d  c a r d  a n d  o n  r i c e  p a p e r . ---------------

W e  h a v e  s e c u r e d  t h e  s t o c k  o f  t h e s e  e s s a y s  

f r o m  t h e  w i d o w  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  w h o  d e s i g n e d  

t h e m ,  a n d  c a n '  o f f e r  t h e m  a s  f o l l o w s : —

O N  T H I N  G L A Z E D  C A R D .,.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED
3 9 1  S T R A N D , LONDON. W.C.

12  v a r i e t i e s ,  a l l  d i f f e r e n t 3  6 

7  616  „  „  c o m p l e t e

O N  R I C E  P A P E R
1 2  v a r i e t i e s ,  a l l  d i f fe r e n t 4  0 

8  61 6  „  „  c o m p l e t e

We hate VERY F E W  compute sets.

1



New  Issue Service.
T O  O C R  H O X-H O LD X A 8 O N LY .

Stamp* Dktrlbatad W alk estftg Oetobvr 12th.

IMPORTANT NOTICK.

Box-holder* should note that It ie quite 
unnecessary to order stamps given in 
this list, as everything due to them will 
be put into their boxes, when we have a 
•uffiolent number, If a Box-holder does 
not receive a stamp noted in the list, he 
should consult the sign prefixed to it, 
which will probably explain the matter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE SUNS OAKEFUILY.
U s R tm a rk  m Distribution complete.

* »  Distribution as yet incomplete.
f a  Further supply received and distribution now 

completed.
I m Further supply received, bat distribution still in* 

complete.
7» m rtftr to illuttrmtions in our cstrrtni Cmtmioftu, 

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate (he last number of G .S . W . in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

B E L G I U M .
New  design on label. Per/. 14.

S c ., yellow-green.

Rate, 100 c. = l  fr.=9|d.

B R I T I S H  O E N T R A L  A F R I C A .
K in g . M ultip le, Chalky,

id., black and carmine.
# 6d, ,, brown-orange.

G W A L I O R .  (109)
In d ia , K in g , overprinted. N ew  shade.

* * 2 a ., mauve.

Rate, 16 a .=1 rup.= Is. 4Jd. 

L E E W A R D  I S L E S .  (131)
K in g , M u ltip le. O rdinary. 

id., carmine (on white).

M O N T S E R R A T .
M u ltip le wmh, C h a lly .

*  id ,, black and carmine.
* 5®- i> ,»

R e c e n t  I s s u e s  a n d  

R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
A ll ONOtEO UNLESS OTHERWISE STATE*.

---------------------  (

A B Y S S I N I A .
1901-6. Type l .  Overprinted. d.

J g ., red (No. 18) . . .  used o  6
OS on i  g., green (No. 83) . . . , , 0 3

A F G H A N IS T A N .
I893-99- Type 45- D ated  1310.

1 a., black on yellow-green (No. 217) . . 3 6
u . ,  „  green (No. 218) . . . 3 6

1900-3. Type 48. b a ted  1316.
2 a., black on orange (No. 288) .  . . 4 0
2 a., „  yellow ( „  242) . . 4 0
2 a., „  blue-green (No. 243) . . 4 0
2 a., ,, purple (No. 244) . . 4 0

A R G E N T I N E  R E P U B L I C .
1888-90. Type 38. /{educedprice.

15c..orange . . . .  used 0 4

A U S T R I A .
1899-1902. N ew  prices.

60h., pale brown (No. 287) . . used 0  1
50h., pale blue (No. 833) . . , , 0 1

B E L G IU M .
1907. New  design on label.

5 c., yellow-green . . . . 0 1
1900. Postage D ue. R evised price.

1 fir., ochre . . . used o  3

C O R E A .
1900-3. Various types. R evised prices.

10ch., violet (No. 87) . . used o 4
2 rin., grey (No. 64) • • » 0 1

C O N G O  S T A T E .
1900. Types 8 and 9. N ew  prices.

50c., olive-green . . . used o 4
1 fir., rose . . . „  o 5

1898. Parcel Post. Type 34.
10 fir., green . . . .  used 3 6

C R E T E .
1905. P ictorial Issue.

20 L, blue-green . . . • used o 2
251., ultramarine . . . , , 0 3

1900. Postage Due. Type 51.
51., red . . . . used o  2

D E N M A R K .
1905. Type 14. Red’cced price.

25 8re, brown . . . • used 0 2

L E E W A R D  I S L A N D S .
1907. Type 6. P rin ted  in  one colour. 

id ., carmine . . . . 0 2

S T A N L E Y  GIBBO N S, L T D ., 3 9 1  ST R A N D , LONDON.

NBW YORK: STANLEY GIBSONS, IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198 BROADWAY, 
a



A L G E R I A
I n  190 6 t h e  a b o v e  d e s i g n  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  a  

s e r i e s  o f  s t a m p s  f o r  A l g e r i a ,  b u t  s e p a r a t e  

s t a m p s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  i s s u e d  t h e r e ,  a n d

F r e n c h  s t a m p s  a r e  s t i l l  in  u s e .  ---------------------

T h e  d e s i g n  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  o n e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  a  m a p  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h o w i n g  t h e  t w o  

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  M o r o c c o  a n d  T u n i s ; o n  t h e  l e f t  

i s  a n  A r a b  M o s q u e ,  o n  t h e  r i g h t  a  g r o u p  

o f  p a lm s .  ------------------------------------------------------------

T h e  e s s a y s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  in  f o u r  c o l o u r s —  
m a u v e ,  g r e e n ,  b l u e ,  a n d  c a r m i n e ,  a n d  f o u r  

v a l u e s — 1 , 2 ,  5 , a n d  10  f r s . ,  a l s o  i m p r e s s e d  o n

t h i n  g l a z e d  c a r d  a n d  o n  r i c e  p a p e r . ---------------

W e  h a v e  s e c u r e d  t h e  s t o c k  o f  t h e s e  e s s a y s  

f r o m  t h e  w i d o w  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  w h o  d e s i g n e d  

t h e m ,  a n d  c a n *  o f f e r  t h e m  a s  f o l l o w s : —

O N  T H I N  G L A Z E D  C A R D .,.
1 2  v a r i e t i e s ,  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  . . 3 6

1 6  „  „  c o m p l e t e . . 7 6

O N  R I C E  P A P E R .
1 2  v a r i e t i e s ,  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  . . 4 0

1 6  „  „  c o m p l e t e . . 8 6

W* hat>* V E R Y FE W  compute sets.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED
3 9 1  S T R A N D , LONDON, W.C.



Editorial notes
Editorial Communication*.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
The Editor, G . S . W .t

3 9 1  Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
■o time for direct correspondence. Atl letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.^- Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog- 
- nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F . 
Forged; G. Genuine; G .F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V of G ibbons S ta m p  W eekly  
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6 d .t 
post-free.

Bound'Volumes.—‘Vol. I. January to June, 1 9 0 5 , 
including the rare early numbers. 4 0 0  pages, 
10s. 9 d., post-free. Vol. IV. June to December,
1 9 0 6 . 4 1 4  pages, 4 s. 9 d., post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1 9 0 7 . 4 2 8  pages, 4 s. 9 d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp LUeekly
A  popular W eekly Stam p Journal for the 

general collector, and more especially  for 
beginners and young collectors.

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.
The Countriee of the W orld. By W . P. Bamsdall.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J . Phillips.
“  Omnium Gatherum." By Philologos.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp M arket A chat on Prices.
Speeial Foreign and Colonial Correapondence.
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3 , 6 , or 
1 2  months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spato.

Germany.

3  months is. 8 d. 4 0  c. fc. 3.00 m. t . 7 0

6  „ 3 *  3d- 8 0  c . fc. 4 .0 0 m. 3 .3 s
«  .. 6 s. 6 d. $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8 .0 0 m. 6 .5 0

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G . S . W . from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The m onthly Journal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. feVANS

T h> M o n th ly  J o u r n a l  ii chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collector, who are rather advanced.

The chief feature, are—

ta t—A aerie, of entirely Original Article, by 
the leading Philatelic W riter, of theifay on 
alt Mbject. of intereat to Stamp Collector..

and.—A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

SU BS C R IPT IO N : 2 / .  p e r  Annum  
A U  S u b scrip tio n s m u st be p re p a id , a n d  com m ence 

w ith  th e firs t  n u m b er o f  a  v o lu m e. C ollectors w ho 
su b scrib e now  w ill receiv e th e  ba ch  n u m b ers o f  th e  
c u rre n t v o lu m e.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L im i t e d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

Philatelic Societies
North of England
P h ilatelic Society

Braatdanti 0. B. Balnbridge, J.P.
Hait. f«o.; Mark Carton, 43 Btdnag Qrava, Naioaaatta.an.Tgni.
Maatinga: Namcaattâ n-Tgna.

Session 1907-8.
1907

Oct. 3. E. Heginbottom, b. a. Antigua,
Bahamas, Bermuda, Cayman, and 
Dominica (with notes).

Nov. 7. E. Heginbottom, B.A. Early English 
and Officials (with notes).

Dec. 5. G. B. Bainbridge, J.P. U .S.A.
1908

Jan. 9. E. Heginbottom, b. a . Barbados,
Jamaica (with notes).

Feb. 6. S. C. Graham. American and Asian 
Colonies.

Mar. 5' R. W. Wilkinson. France and Greece 
(with notes and drawings).

Apt. 2. M. H. Horsley, j. p. New South 
Wales.

E X T R A C T  F R O M  R E P O R T  F O R  S E S S I O N  

1906-7.
G entlem en ,

You will be pleased to hear that our Society 
is still making satisfactory progress.

The membership, which was sixty-one at end 
of third session, is now sixty-four, seven new 
members being elected since last annual meeting 
and four having resigned. The average attend
ance at the monthly meetings was seventeen, an 
increase of one upon previous year.

The gross value of the seven packets circulated 
during the session was ^1422. 15s. 3d., an aver
age of ^203. 5s. id., and the gross value of the 
stamps sold was ^187. 5s. 2jd., an average of 
£ *6 . 15s. per packet, the percentage of sales 
being same as last year, 13k

We have now in our library South A ustralia ,
S i. Vineent (1st volume), Album  Weeds, Reprints, 
and some few magazines and catalogues.

We have arranged for the drawing-room this 
session, this being a more commodious room for 
displays, and with the two table lamps belonging 
to the Society should add very much to the com
fort of those who attend the monthly meetings.

Thanks are given to Messrs. Heginbottom, B.A., 
Oswald Brown, Dr. Parkinson, O. K. Trechmann, 
and M. H . Horsley, J.P., for the interesting 
and instructive displays they povided during 
the session. Another good series of displays is 
arranged for the meetings October to April, and 
members will do well to keep the first Thursday 
in each of these months, except January, when it

i ;

is the second Thursday, free, that they may parti
cipate in the enjoyment of looking at other gentle
men’s collections.

T ran sv aa l Philatelic 
Society.
A n interesting meeting was held on Tuesday even
ing, 27 August, at the Society’s room in Trust 
Buildings. After formal business and the drawing 
up of a syllabus for the new quarter, Mr. J. C. 
Hand read an able and interesting paper entitled, 
“  Europe for Collectors,”  a plea for European 
Philately. He deprecated the excessive and 
almost exclusive attention given by British (and 
especially South African) collectors to British (or 
South African British) colonials. He pointed out 
how hopelessly beyond the reach of the collector 
of moderate means were the early issues of most 
of them, especially copies in fine condition, and 
asserted that all but wealthy collectors were being 
driven from active Philately, while the beginner 
found his enthusiasm damped at the very outset.

In pleading for the collection of European, he 
showed by figures the enormous field for research 
afforded by such countries as France, Spain, Por
tugal, and their respective group of colonies: the 
comprative cheapness of Scandinavia, the Balkan 
States, Belgium, Austria, etc., and the extreme 
probability of an early boom in countries at pre
sent little regarded. Incidentally he supported 
the claims of several South American States.

After the President and Miss Finlay had spoken 
briefly in support of the paper, a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded to Mr. Hand.

Next followed an exhibition of Natal, of which 
some excellent displays were given, notably by 
Mr. Leo Mayer. The display of Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Newfoundland was disap
pointing, and supplied a striking confirmation of 
Mr. Hand’s paper.

T he Transvaal Philatelic Society held its fort
nightly meeting on Tuesday evening, 10 Septem
ber, in the Board-room, Trust Buildings, Mr. T. 
Henderson, President, in the chair. The exhibit 
was the stam p of Gibraltar, Malta, Ionian 
Islands, and Heligoland. A  very fine show of all 
four, practically complete, and the fine Heligo- 
lands, all ** guaranteed,”  was given by Mr. A. J. 
Cohen. Mr. Leo Mayer’s Gibraltar and Malta 
were as perfect as Mr. Cohen’s and even more 
complete, all the “  errors ”  being represented. 
The President showed a nice lot of Gibraltar, and 
Mr. Omstein had a representative lot of all four 
colonies.



TWEEZERS POR 
HANDLING STAMPS.

T hese are Invaluable to every Philatelist. 
T h ey  are of the best obtainable quality, with 

points very slightly milled, so as not to 
damage the Stamps.

T h e y  can be put into water without rusting, 
and can therefore be used in  soaking Stamps.

No. I .— LARfcB S iz e , blunt ends, 5  inches long.
P rice , post-free, 2/7 ;  abroad, 3/-.

No. 2.— Sh a ll  S iz e , 4J inches long. N ew est 
size, rounded ends. P rice , post-free, 2/1 ; 
abroad , 2/5.

No. 3.— Sm all S iz e , 4 !  inches. Newest size, 
pointed ends. H ig h ly  reco m m en d ed . Price, 
post-free, 2/1; abroad ,.2/5.

SURCHARGE MEASURER.

The accompanying illustration will give the beat idea of what 
this is. It consists of a pair of needle-pointed spring com
passes, capable, by means of an adjusting screw, of measuring 
with the greatest accuracy at! surcharges op to 40 millrtnitres 
in length. In addition to the measure a millimetre gauge is 
obtained by running the head of the screw along a piece of 
paper, a series of lines exactly a millimetre apart being thus 
indented in the paper. For measuring surcharges on such 
stamps as Natal, Straits Settlements, &c., this will be foond 
invaluable, and also in the detection of forgeries—a forgery or 
forged surcharge very seldom being exactly  the same site as the 
original. P rice, p o st-free, 7 1 7 ; abroad, 7ft1.

POCKET
MAGNIFYING GLASSES.

ArT& examining some scores of different sorts, we have been 
able to get one combining the greatest power with the largest 
field obtainable for pocket use. These glasses are mounted 
in handsome vnlcamte frames, and are very compact.̂  There 
are two lenses in each, which may be used singly, or if a very 
strong power is desired, may be combined.

P rice, p o et-free, 7 (7 ; abroad, 814.

THE “PHILATELISTS’ 
VADE MECUM”

{S E C U R E D  B Y  L E T T E R S  P A T E N 7 )

It an entirely New and Original Invention for enabling 
Collectors to Mount Stamps without handling them, and 

la a  muftum In parvo of Phllatolio requisites.

T T consists of a pair of broad-headed flat metal tongs, one of 
1  which is fitted with a solid wedge. The object of this is to 
permit tbe free end of a mount held by the tongs to be bent 
over, moistened, applied to the bade of the stamp, and pressed 
down, and the mount can then be released, the stamp lifted, 
the outer end of tbe mount moistened, and the stamp fasteoed 
thereby on the page. lo the handle is inserted a glass of high 
magnifying power. On one side of the middle part is a milli
metre scale (divided to half millimetres), and cm the other a 
two-inch scale (divided to sixteenths), both accurately marked 
off. Tbe stamp can be firmly held along either scale by the 
tongs. The tongs are made of solid nickel, poSihed, and fit 
into a handsome velvet-lined case, the site of which, when 
closed, Is slightly less than 6  inches long, t| inches wide, and 
only 1  inch thick. __________

NEW STAMP 
MAGNIFYING GLASS.

We have pleasure in bringing to die notice of 
par readers tbe New Magnifying Glass shown 
ia tbe above fllustwrions. It is specially , 
useful for the examination of stamps, to find 
out the plate-numbers and for the detoctionof 
forgeries in conjunction with the new edition 
of A lbum  W eed*. It is nsed by placing the 
flat side in contact with the stamp to be examined.

W oe, with oaee complete, post-free, 2/7; abroad, 8/9. P rice, p o et-free In G reat B ritain, 5 (1 , abroad, 81-

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 Strand, LONDON, W.C.



G R E A T  B A R G A I N S  IN  S E T S .

SWITZERLAND. 1900.
Postal Union Commemoration. , , 3 ^ .

3. d,
5 c., io c., and 25 c. Set of three,, unused . 1 1

TASMANIA. 1857-70. Imperf.
id., brick-red; id., vermilion; and id., carmine.

Set of three, unused . . . 5 0

r NEW  CALEDONIA. 1903. Jubilee.
>» 2. 4. 5> 5> >0. «S. 1 on 2, 2 on 4, 4 on 5, 4 on '5, 10 on 15,

15 on 20, and 20 on 25 c. Set of fifteen, unused . . 3 0

BRITISH GUIANA.
1 8 8 1 . Provisionals.

«. <s.
1 c. on 96 c., 2 c. on 96 c., and 2 c. on 96 c.

Set of three, unused, including rare “ 2 ” 
with straight foot. Price, post-free 3  0

THESSALY
The most curiously perforated * of Stamps 

in the world:
10 and 20 paras; 1, 2, and 5 piastres. », a.

Set of five. Price, post-free 1 1

MOZAMBIQUE CO. 1892-3.
Overprinted on type 9, of Mozambique.

5, 10, 20, 25, 40, 50, 100, 200, and 
300 reis. Set of nine unused.

Price, post-free 1 4

4

PERSIA. 1894. Perf.
«. e.

1, 2, Si 8 ch., Lion type; 10 and 16
ch., and 1, 2, 5, and 10 kran. Set of 
ten, unused Price, post-free . 3  0

S L i s t  o f n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  s e ts  a n d  P a c k e ts  of S ta m p s  
s e n t p o s t-f re e  o n  a p p lic a tio n  to

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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T H E  N I N T H  E D I T I O N  O F

T h e  I m p r o v e d  

P o s t a g e  S t a m p  

A l b u m ,  N o .  0

ONE H UND RED AND T H IR T IE T H  TH OUSAN D!

T h e  B e s t  an d  L a r g e s t  A lb u m  e v e r  P u b lish e d  a t  th e  P r ic e .  

176 LARGE PAGES. SPACES FOR 4700 STAMPS.
48 extra pages added in this Edition without extra charge.

This Album Is now soiling at the rate o f over tOOO copies a month.

T he demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and it gives universal satisfaction— not a single 
complaint has been received. The last Edition had nearly 3 0  e x t r a  p a g e s ad d ed , and now a n o th e r  
48 p a ges h a v e  been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes brought up fully to date.

All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, Hoi-hao, Dahomey, 
etc. etc., have been added.

At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a mass of valuable information, including 
date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes 
are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in art cloth. The Album contains 
a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and Fifty S ta m p s  w i l l  be  p re sen te d  g r a tis  with each  A lb u m . 
There is also an Illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with ices attached .that we pay for each.

- ... — ■ '«n*

Price, bound in handsome art doth, post-free, 1/3.

UN SO LICITED  T E ST IM O N IA L S.
E. S. s a y s : “  I asked a friend where the best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me 

to you, saying that he had bought one and sold it again next day for 1/9, after keeping the stamps.”
A. A . w rites: “  I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; 

for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me 2/6 for it. Please send me another."
C. A . W . writes : “  Please send me one of your marvellous >/- Albums, with packet of stamps, in order 

that I may convince my incredulous friends that such a thing is possible.”
Miss M. R. writes from Piccadilly: “  I was greatly pleased with the Album I received this morning, 

which all my friends admired, and thought it very cheap.”
J. P., W e s t Norwood: “ A  friend of mine has one, and dirtctly  I saw it I offered to buy i t ; but he 

would not sell it, so please send one.”
E. A . T .,  Gam pole, C eylon : “ The Improved Postage Stamp Album, together with the packet of stamps, 

reached me quite safe. It is fully worth the amount, viz., 1/-, I paid for it. I wonder how you can sell it 
so cheap as that, for when I received it a friend of mine saw it and offered 7 rs. 50 cts. (equal to 10s. 4d.) for it.”

F . E. R. L., Trinidad : “ Your Album is the best I have seen for even 2/-, so it is indeed cheap for 1/-.” 
W . J. E. B ., Newcastle, N atal: “  Your No. o  Album to hand, with thanks. I must aga<n compliment

you on its excellence, as I can out here sell it for at least 3/-, and the stamps for another 9d. or so. I will 
take an early opportunity of sending for half a dozen.”

R. D., Evan’s City, Pa., U .S .A . : “  Please find enclosed 3$ c. for one Improved Stamp Album and 50 
stamps. I have a friend who has one, and said that he would not take a dollar for it.”

W . H. B., Fairhaven, M ass.: “ I have received the Album and am much pleased with it. I would 
not sell it for 50 cents if I could not get another. I f  I can turn any trade your way I shall try to do so, for 
I believe you to be a good square man to deal with.”

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N , W .C .
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G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

For all Classes of Postage Stamp Collectors.
( P R O FU S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

No. 18, Vbl. VI. 2 NOVEMBER, 1907. O n e  P en n y .
/WltnlA Wn 1JQ\ '

C o n t e n t s .
P A G E

I . COUNTRIES O P THE W ORLD:
Elobey, etc., and Fernando Poo.
By W. Percy Barnsdoll • . . » 973

3* TOPICAL NOTES. By Chartea J. Phillips . >75
S. BRITISH STAM PS USED ABROAD.

By 1. J. Bernstein and Charles Nissan. . , *77
4. THE RAREST STAMPS. By Pierre Mahe . a8o
5. PAHANG. Provisional Half-Stamps for 1807.

By R. f . James . • . • a8a
8. THE BIRTH OF A PHILATELIST.

By J. W. H. H estop . . . . .  183
7. NOTES FROM THE EAST. By KM. . . >84
8. OUR NEW ZEALAND LETTER . . . 8j
8. ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS . . «8j

10. NEW  ISSUES. By Frank Phillips . . . M
I I . PHILATELIC SOCIETIES . Pag, 5 c/Cover

BARGAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
No.
7 . xoo, all different

Post-free, 
s. d.
a 1

8. xoo 19 rarer . 5 1
9 . 200 >> rare . S 1

6 0 . 500 II 8 • 4  >
6 7 . tooo >» • • > 5  0
6 8 . >SOO It • • 3 S 0
6 9 . aooo 60 0
6 9 a. 3000 l» 170 •
6 9 b. 4000 II 280 0

T h at* PA CKETS, c ia t a la  n tn n pa la  FIN B  
CONDITION, a n d  a r t  u n dou bted ly  tb»  boat r a la a  
•N arad b y  an y  sta m p  d ea ler .

'___________________________—

Special Bargains
For 6.S.W . R eaders.

PORTUGAL
1895-99. Type 39. 

Perf. 11J.
2 } r e is ,  g r e y  a n d  b la c k .

E rro r, f ig u re s  o f v a lu e  o u t of 
ta b le t , o n  b o d y  of s ta m p .

We have a Very tirlted supply of all 
these errors Which We' have recently been 
offering, and We do not think another 
opportunity of obtaining them is likely 
to occur, ________

S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N  P R I C E

U nused and Mint*

4 s .  p o s t - f r e e .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  L I M I T E D
HEAD O FFICE: 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

NEW YORK: STAN LBV QIBBON8. INC., i»8 BROADWAY.



Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to 
The Editor, G . S . W .t *

3 9 1  Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
no time for direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.— Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or 
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for j 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:—8 . Bogus, i.e. never existed; F . 
Forged ; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor. J

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V  of G ibbons S ta m p  W eekly  
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at xs. 6d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. I. January to June, 1 9 0 5 , 
including the rare early numbers. 4 0 0  pages, 
ios. 9 d., post-free. Vol. IV. June to December,
1 9 0 6 . 4 1 4  pages, 4 s. 9 d,, post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1 9 0 7 . 4 2 8  pages, 4 s. 9 d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
A  popu lar W eekly S tam p  Jo u rn a l for tho 

general co llecto r, and m ore especially for 
beginners and young collectors.

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.
The Countries of the W orld. By W . P . Barnsdall.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J .  Phillips.
“ Omnium Gatherum." By Philologos.
Philatelic Societies* Reports.
The Stamp Market. A chat on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence.
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3 , 6 , or 
1 2  months at the following rates, post-free

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy; or 
Spain.

Germany.

3  months is. 8 d. 4 0  C. fc. 2 .0 0 m. 1 .7 0

6  .. 3®. 3«>. 8 0  c. fc. 4 .0 0 m. 3 .2 5

«* .• 6 s. 6 d. $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8 .0 0 m. 6 . so

Io Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G . S . W . from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered Oat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The m onthly 3ouimal
E d it e d  b y  M A J O R  E .  B . E V A N S

T b s  M o n th ly  J o u r n a l  is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced. #

The chief features are—

1  ft.—A series of entirely Original Articles by 
the leading Philatelic W riters of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

and.—A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

SUBSCRIPTION : 2 /- p er Annum .
A U  S u b scrip tio n s m u st be p re p a id , a n d  com m ence 

w ith  th e firs t  n u m b er o f  a  v o lu m e. C ollectors w ho 
su bscribe now  w ill receiv e th e  back  n u m b ers o f  th e  
c u rre n t v o lu m e.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L im i t e d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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G R E A T  B A R G A I N S  I N  S E T S .
PERSIA.

I.

I.

1898. Perf. 12|. w.75>«.
s. d.

2. 3. 4» S> 8, io , u ,  and 16 
chahi, L ion  type. Set o f  ten

2, 3, s, and io krans, with unused 
head o f Shah,M uzaffer-ed-Din.

4 0

CHILL 1881-1902 .
A Set of Seventeen Stamps, including four 

issues and provisional 5 on 30 c., 
carmine, used . . . 1 1

ROUMANIA. 1893-1902.
A Set of Twenty Used Stamps, including 40 

and 50 bani and 1 leu; also several 
Postage Due Stamps . . . 0 10

PERSIA.
OFFICIAL STAMPS.

1903. Types as above, overprinted 
with the word “ Service.”

1, 2, 5, and 10 chahi, and 1, 2, 5, and 10
kran. Set of eight, used . . 5 0

TONGA.
June, 1894. Provisionals.

$d. on 4d., lake, error “ surcharce ” Set of two \ 
$d. on is., sepia „ „ unused J

*  1. >»YU%
-- ; - ■ ■ ■ Via ■ ■ ■

-  ---P -Z

'•i*

MONTENEGRO.
Issue of 1897-98. View near Cettinje.

1. *, 3. 5. IO> 1S. 20, 25, 30, and 50 novics, and 1 and 2
florins. Complete set of twelve, unused . . 5 0

L is t  o f n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  s e ts  a n d  P a c k e ts  of S ta m p s  
s e n t  p o s t-f re e  o n  a p p lic a tio n  to

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
3
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New Issue Service.
T O  O C R  B O X - H O L D E R S  O N L Y .

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.

Stam ps Dlstrlbutsd Weak andlng Qctobar 19th.

I W P O W T A N T  N O T I C E .

B o x -h o ld e r s  s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  i t  is  q u ite  
u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  o r d e r  s ta m p s  tfiv e n  in  t h is  list*  
a s  e v e r y t h in g  d u e  t o  th e m  w i l l  b e  p u t  in to  t h e ir  
boxes* w h e n  w e  h a v e  a  su ffic ie n t n u m b e r. Xf a  
B o x -h o ld e r  d o e s  n o t  r e c e iv e  a  s t a m p  n o te d  in  
t h e  lis t , h e  s h o u ld  c o n s u lt  t h e  sltfn  p r e fix e d  t o  
lt» w h ic h  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  e x p la in  t h e  m a tte r*

PLEASE NOTE THE8E 81988 CAREFULLY.
Ns tfriwont* Distribution complete.

*=Distribution as yet incomplete.
t=Further supply received nod distribution now 

completed.
t « Further supply received, but distribution still in* 

complete.
Types refer is illustrations in cur current Catalogue.

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G.S.W. io which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

N O T E .

The faee value of each stamp is 
indicated in brackets in pence and 
decimals (tenths) of a  penny.

A U S T R IA N  C R E T E .  (91)
On Austria. No shiny bars. Ptrf. ia|, 13.

15 c., mauve (i.7d.).

A U S T R IA N  L E V A N T .  (117)
On Austria. No shiny bars. Perf. isj, 13,

30 para, mauve, (t-sd.).

B E LG IU M . (147)
New design of label. Perf. 14.

* c., grey (.id.).

B U LG A R IA .
Jubilee Issue. Perf. <4.

5 stot, green (.6d.). | 10 stot, carmine (1.id.).
*5 stot, blue (s.7d.).

C H IL I- (123)
We have distributed a very few of the Marine Officials 

described in last week’s issue, to one or two of our oldest 
customers. The prices will be advertised in a week or so in 
another portion of this paper, to which other clients are referred.

N EW  S O U T H  W ALES.  (142)
Wmk. Crown and A , Perf. ra X nj.

* id., blue green j * 8d., magenta
t id., carmine I * xod., violet
1 sd., ultramarine | 1 is., purple

N IO A R A G U A . (146)
Type 36. IVaterlow print. 

s e., green (.ad.). 1 * ao c., claret (3.3d.).
15 c., brownish-olive (a.6d.). | 50 c.t orange(8-3d.)<

Vale 10 c. on a c., red (t.7d.).

ALL UNUSED UNLE88 07HERWI8E STATED.

I

A R G E N T I N E  R E P U B L I C .
Cat. No. Various issues. Revised prices. s. d.

6. 4 on s c., vermilion . . used s o
112. 40 C., olive-grey 
101. ia c., sky-blue 
164. 24 c., violet 
168. 5 p., brown-orange

A U S T R I A .
Various issues. Revised prices.

9. iokr.,blue . . . used o a
290. 4 kron.{ pale green . • „  o 4
851. 3$ h., bneht green . , ,, o 1
854. 60 b., yellow-brown . . „  o 1
685. too h., brown . . . , , 0 3

A U S T R I A N  C R E T E .
1907. Austrian issue of 1906 overprinted.

IS c., mauve . . . . . 0 3
A U S T R I A N  L E V A N T .

1907. Type i$ Austria overprinted.
30 paras, mauve . * . . 0 4

B A R B A D O S .
>904-8- Type 6. Mult. wmk.

usedid., rose . 0 s

B A V A R IA .
*900- 4- Type 10.

used80 pf., lilac 0 t

B R A Z I L .
Cat. N 0. 1883- xoo6. Various types.

90. 100 r., lilac used a 0
168. 500 r., olive-buff . „ 0 6
885. 100 r., rose-carmine „ 0 a
836. 200 r., blue „ 0 a
838. 400 r., olive-green 0 6
389. 500 r., purple . . , t, 0 8
841. 1000 r., vermilion . 9 j 0 6
342. 3000 r., yellow-green • >9 a 0

C R E T E .
190s. Type 9. Overprint in black.

9$ 1., blue (No. 96) . . . used o 3
D E N M A R K .

Cat. No. 1904-7- Various types. New prices.
134. 50 Ore, deep violet . . used 0 8
186. 1 ,, orange-yellow
138. 3 ,, grey .
140. 15 ,, mauve .
143. 5 ,, green
144. 10 ,, scarlet
145. 20 „ blue

F R E N C H  L E V A N T .
1885-1901. Various types. New prices. 

a pi. on 50 c., carmine (No. T 8) . . used o 3
4 pi. on 1 fr., lake and yellow-green (No. T 26) , , 0 6

G E R M A N  E A S T  A F R IC A .
1900. Ship Type.

5 p., carmine . . . .  used o 3
10 p., ultramarine (No. 18) . . , , 0 4

G E R M A N  E M P I R E .
190a. Large stamp. Reduced price.

1 m., carmine (No. 124) . • used o 1

G R E E C E .
1906. Olympian Gesmes. Large stamps. 

aol., mauve . . . * used o t
351., blue • . . . „ o a
a dr., rose • ♦ . . ,, a 3

ST A N L E Y  GIBBON S, L T D ., 391 STRAN D , LONDON.

NEW  Y O R K : ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS, INCORPORATED , 198 BROADW AY.



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

Philatelic Societies
B ir m in g h a m  P h ila t e lic  S o c ie t y

Han. Praaldant s Sir W, B■ Aoary, Bart.
Hon. Soorotaryi 6. Johnaon, B.A., 3 0 8  Blrehjlold Hoad, 

Birmingham.
Mootlngo t Thurtdaya, at 3 0 8  Blrohfiald Road, Birmingham. 
Annual Suboerfptlon : 5 a. Entranoo Foo-t St.

O ctober 3.— Annual General Business Meeting.
The officers and Committee were all re-elected, 

and Messrs. H. Barnwell and A. P. Walker were 
added to the Committee.

The following programme was approved :—
Oct. 17— Display : Victoria, Messrs. R. Hollick 

and C. A. Stephenson.
Oct. 31— Display: India, Indian Native States, 

Straits Settlements, B. B. Tilley.
Nov. 28— Inspection of Auction Lots.
Dec. 5— Auction at Acorn Hotel.
Dec. 12— Paper: “ Paper and Printing,”  T. B. 

Widdowson.
Jan. 2— Lantern Display, J. A. Margoschis.
Jan. 23— Paper: “ Argentine,”  F. T. Collier. 
Feb. 6— Display: Tasmania, W. Pimm.
Feb. 27— Inspection of Auction Lots.
Mar. 5— Auction at Acorn Hotel.
Mar.1 19— Paper: “ Turkey,” P. T. Deakin.
Apr. 2— Display: Victoria, Messrs. R. Hollick 

and C. A. Stephenson.
Apr. 30— Annual Dinner.

The balance sheet, showing a cash balance in 
hand of ,£88. 8s. 3d., was approved, as was the 
report showing that 2802 varieties had been 
added to the permanent collection, making a 
total of 21,568.

Stamps to the value of .£30,847. 13s. 3d. were 
circulated, and £3013. 14s. 7d. sold during the 
past session.

Messrs. C. Hartree, R. T. Bush, L. Dickinson, 
and C. L. Bagnall were elected members.

O f the 278 members, 207 are resident in the 
British Isles, and 71 in the Colonies and abroad.

D u n d e e  a n d  D is tr ic t  
P h i la t e l ic  S o c ie t y

B r a t/ . M t  t  W a lt a c . Bad! * , .

S.cr.tar, , 0 . H. WAItabtr, 4 0  Albtri str.it, Duadt. , 
Bttailag.: Y.U.C.A. Boom., altarnat• Frida,..
Sub&rtptlonr ia. Bd. par , Mr.

Programme, 1 9 0 7-8.
Nov. 1— Discussion: “  Used and Unused,” 

Messrs. David and Marshall.
Nov. 15— Display: New Zealand, N. S. Sande- 

man.
Nov. 29— Display: St. Vincent, E. Hegin

bottom,-B. A.
Dec. 13— Display: Gold Coast, G. H. Whitaker. 
Dec. 27— Sale and Exchange.
Jan. 10— Display: St. Kitts, St. Lucia, E. 

Heginbottom, B .A .

Jan. 24— Display rlGreat Britain, The Members. 
Feb. 7— “ Australian Officials,” J. R. Richmond. 
Feb. 21— Display: Tobago, Trinidad, E. Hegin

bottom, B.A.
Mar. 6— Display: Japan, Geo. Martin.
Mar. 20—“  My Favourite Group,”  G. M'Dowell. 
A pi. 3— Display: Turks Islands and Virgin 

Islands, E. Heginbottom, B.A.

H u d d e r s fie ld  a n d  D is tr ic t  . 
P h i la t e lic  S o c ie t y

Hon. Stortiary : C. H. Oroonwood, 4 9  Porooooranoo Stratt, 
Huddorofitld.

Mootingot Y.H.C.A. Rooms, eltimat* Thurtdayi. 

Programme, 1907-$.
Oct. 31— Paper and Display : Transvaal and the 

Orange Free State, Rev. G. C  B. 
Madden.

Nov. 14— Visit and Display by the members of 
Leeds Philatelic Society.

Nov. 28— Paper and Display: Siam, W. D. 
Haigh.

Dec. 12—► Display : British West Indies, Part II, 
E. Heginbottom, B . A .

Jan. 9— General Sale and Exchange Night.
Jan. 23— Display : British W fst Indies, Part III, 

E. Heginbottom, B .A .

Feb. 6— Paper and D isplay: Norway, Dr. 
Adair.

Feb. 18— (Tuesday). Visit to the Leeds Phila
telic Society.

Mar. S— Discussion: “  Used v. Unused.”
Mar. 19— Display: British West Indies, Part IV, 

E. Heginbottom, B . A .

Apr. 2— Paper; “ Dominica,”  J. E. Cuthbert- 
son; and Members’ Evening.

Apr. 16— Paper and Display: Jamaica, C. H.
' Greenwood.

Apr. 30— Paper, “ Luck in Philately,”  E. Rey
nolds.

May 14— General Sale and Exchange Night.
May 28— Annual General Meeting.

L e e d s  P h i la t e lic  S o c ie ty
Prooldonti W. V. Horton, F.H.P.S.L.
Hon. Soontary t 0 . W. Harding, 1 Marlborough Qrooa, looda 
Moatinyo: Tuoadayo, Loodo Inotltuto, Cookrldgo Stroot. 
Annual Suboorlptlon t It.

T h e  opening meeting of the eighteenth session, 
1907-8, was held in the Society’̂  Room B3, at 
the Leeds Institute, on Tuesday, I October, the 
President, Mr. W. V. Morten, being in the chair. 
The meeting was well attended, and appropriately 
took the form of a “  Reunion ”  and Stamp 
Auction, at which there was some spirited bidding.

The presidential address was delivered in a 
happy strain, and proved full of interest to mem
bers, reference being also made to the recent 
postal issues in various quarters of the globe.

The session opened auspiciously, inasmuch as 
on that day, the 1st October, the International 
Rm>ly Coupon was issued at the Leeds Post 
Office, and Mr. Morten was able to show one 
of these with the Leeds P.O. cancellation.

Several, novelties were shown by members, in- 
duding a selection of the latest issues o f Morocco, 
Iceland, Papua overprinted on stamps of British 
New Guinea, Crete, and St. Vincent, by Mr. 
P. M. Knight.

C

\



T h e  “  F A C I L E  ”

Postage Stam p Albums.
(P R O TE C TE D  B Y  R O Y A L  L E T T E R S  P A T E N T .)

A -S H O W IN G  L E A V E S  R E L E A S E D .

T h e s e  Album s pre

sent externally the 

same appearance as 

our well-known

“ OBIEL”  and 

“ PHILATELIC” 

Blank Albums,

and are identical in 

all respects except as 

regards the method of 

holding the detach

able leaves, which is

now a v ast im prove

m en t upon th e old  

system .

T h e  leaves instead 

o f  b e in g  th re a d e d  

upon p eg s have a  

groove cu t acro ss each 

en d  o f th e  lin en  jo in t 

(see  A), and, togeth er 

w ith  a  p r o t e c t i n g  

cover, are  held  in 

position by  m ean s o f  

two “ V ’’-shap ed  pro

je c tio n s , th e  w hole -S H O W IN G  L E A V E S  S E C U R E D .

bein g  secu rely  fastened  by  an  ingen iou s spring.

W h en  it is  desired  to rem ove th e leaves it is  only n ecessary  to  re lease  the sp ring , when the 

‘ ‘ V ”-shaped p ro jection s op en au tom atically , an d  the co n ten ts ca n  b e  rem oved with on e hand. 

A  g reat featu re  o f  th is  im provem en t is  that a  sin g le  le a f  can  b e  in serted  o r d etach ed  without 

d isturbing th e  co n ten ts o f th e 'A lbu m . C o llectors a lread y using th e  “ O r i e l  ” and  “ P h i l a t e l i c  *  

ca n  conven ien tly  continue w ith th e  “  FACILE.”
6



Leading Features of the "FA C ILE.”

1. It s undoubtedly th e  " a c m e ” o f  lo o se-lea f album s.

2. C h an gin g  position of, o r  ad ding to  th e nu m ber o f  th e  leaves can  be effected instan tly  and

w ithout d istu rbin g  co n ten ts o f  Album .

3. T h e  bin ding o f  co v er be in g  rigid, a ll possibility  o f  friction betw een the leaves is prevented.

4. T h e  p aten t b in d er has no loose or d etach ab le  parts, and  therefore cannot get out o f  order.

5. T h e  action  o f  th e patent bin der is autom atic, and can  be perfectly  understood the m om ent it

is seen.

A t  p r e s e n t  w e  a r e  a p p ly in g  th is  im p r o v e m e n t  to  th e  fo llo w in g , 

a  s u p p ly  o f  w h ic h  is  n o w  r e a d y

Tbe “ Facile” Oriel Album
C ontain ing  fifty d etach ab le  leaves (1 0  ins. x i o i  ins.), o f  th e  b e st handm ade paper, faced  with 

Ja p a n e se  tissu e  paper and  bound in  h a lf  red  m orocco with clo th  sides, finished in gold.

E a c h  A lbum  is  contain ed  in a  clo th  drop-in ca se  lined with lam b’s-wool.
*

' Price 3 0s.;  post-free in U. K. 30s. 6d.

Tbe“ Facile” Philatelic Alburns
E a c h  con tain in g  io o  leaves o f  a very fine quality  w hite card  paper, and strongly bound in half

m orocco , g ilt ornam ents and letterin g , and packed in a  box.

A —Size, 12$ in. x 10$ in. Price 3 0 s .; post-free U.K. 30s. 9d. 
E ,, ill h x ,, f, 2 5 s.; «, *$ 25s. 7d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 strand, London, W.C.



Stamp Collections Register
WE  have many collections offered to us that for one reason o r another we do not wish to pur

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this Stam p Collections R egister  in order to 
bring under the notice o f our 12,000 readers o f  the Stam p W eekly and M onthly Jo u rn a l 

the different properties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this R egister 
in our two papers we shall also (when we have sufficient collections on hand) issue the R egister in 
pamphlet form and send to a  large number o f  good buyers who do not subscribe to either paper.

T h e  following will be the first conditions that m ust be agreed to when w e enter a  collection 
upon this Register.

1st.— The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.— The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (£ 1. is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (to  %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.— Collections should be sent to 391, Strand, London, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written. •
5th.— Collections may be inspected at 391, Strand, W .C.
6th.— The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.— Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.— No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.- -Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G ., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps 
in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

A  G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T I O N  O F

B ritish  Colonial Stam ps
I N  I M P E R I A L  A L B U M , V o l .  I . , 'T e n t h  E d it io n .

C o n ta in in g  2 1 8 4  i t a m p * ,  a  v e r y  la r g e  n u m b e r  b e in g  u n u s e d  in  m in t  c o n d it io n  ; 
t h e  c o l le c t io n  b e in g  e x c e p t io n a l ly  s tro n g  in  th e  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  la s t  te n  y e a r s .

The Great Britain Stamps have been removed from this collection, and these pages of 
the album are in a damaged condition. Among the better groups we draw attention to 
Barbados, modern issues; Cape of Good Hope, a fine page of triangular stamps, 
including pair, and fine shades of shillings.; Cayman Isles, Ceylon, Cyprus, Gambia 
(a very good lot); Gibraltar, including the set up to £ 1, complete; Gold Coast; 
Grenada-—this country includes several fine pairs of 6d. of the early issues, and a very 
good set of the later issues up to the 10/-; Leeward Isles; Malta—this country is 
remarkably strong and includes no less than sixty-one pairs, all unused stamps, as well as a 
very fine lot of singles and used; Mauritius; Natal; Orange River Colony—a 
number of scarce things of the provisionals of this country ; St. Vincent, modern issues 
nearly complete, mostly mint; Sudan, Tasmania, and Western Australia.

The owner informs us that the catalogue value of the collection is about ^185, but many of the modem 
issues are now worth considerably more than old catalogue. The net price of the whole collection is

At which price we can strongly recommend It as a desirable purchase for starting
a general collection.

S ta n le y  G ibbons, Lim ited, 3 9 1  Stran d , London, W .C
8 ' '



Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

F or  a ll  C lasses o f  P ostage S tam p C ollectors.
( P R O F U S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

No. 19, Vol. VI.
(Whole No. 140). 9  NOVEMBER, 1907. O n e  P e n n y .

Contents .
r PACK

I . COUNTRIES OP THE WORLD:
Elobejr, etc., end Fernando Poo.
By W. Percy Barnsdall . . >89

3. TOPICAL NOTES. By Charles J .  Phillips . >9.
3. BRITISH STAMPS USED ABROAD.

By I. J. Bernstein anti Charles Nissen . . . 193
4. THE RAREST STAMPS. By Pierre Mahe . *,5
6. THE SUDAN POSTMAN. By J. W. H. Heslop >96
3. LABUAN STAMPS . . . >98

k 7. PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. By Boswell Junior <98 
[ 8. OMNIUM GATHERUM. By “ Philoloyos" . 300

9. ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS . . 300
10. NEW ISSUES. By Frank Phillips . . . 301
I I . PHILATELIC SOCIETIES . . . 304

BARGAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
No.7. 100, a l l  d if fe r e n t

Post-free, 
s. d.
2 l

8. 100 If r a r e r  . 5 «
9. 300 If r a r e 5  *

66.  500 If 4 *
67. xooo ft 15 0
68. XSOO ft 3 5  0
68. 3000 ft 60 0
69a. 3000 f t 170 0
68b .  4000 ft 280 0

These P A C K E TS contain stam ps In PIN B  
CONDITIONS and arA undoubtedly the best value 
a tten d by nay stam p1 denier;

Special Bargains
For B.S.W . Roadors.

PORTUGAL
1 8 9 5 -9 9 . T y p e  3 9 . 

P e r t . H i .
5 reis, pale orange and black.

Error, figure of value out of 
tablet, on body of stam p.

W e  h a v e  a  V e r y  l i m i t e d  s u p p l y  o f  a l l  

t h e s e  e r r o r s  W h ic h  W e h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  
o f f e r i n g ,  a n d  W e d o  n o t  t h i n k  a n o t h e r  
o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  t h e m  i s  l i k e l y  

t o  o c c u r . __________

SP E C IA L  BARGAIN P B IC E
U n u s e d  e n d  Mint#

4 - 8 .  p o s t - f r e e .

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
H EA D  O F F IC E : 391 ST R A N D . LONDON, W.C.

N B W  Y O R K : S T A N L B Y  O IB B O N S , IN C *  198 B R O A D W A Y .



Editorial n otes
BditoHal Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to
The Editor, G. S. W.t

391 Strand, London, W .C.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
no time tor direct correspondence. AH letters re* 
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.— Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or

Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. 
Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur- 
charge.forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark,

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V of Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. Gd., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. IV. June to December,
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. Vol. V.
January to June, 1907. 428 pages, 4s. 9d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stam p lileekly
A  p o p u la r  W e e k ly  S ta m p  J o u r n a l fo r  tbo  

g e n e ra l co lle c to r , a n d  m o re  e s p e c ia lly  fo r  

b e g in n e rs  a n d  y o u n g  co lle c to r s .

W E E K L Y  CONTENTB.
The Countries of the World. By W . P. Barnsdall. 
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J. Phillips.
M Omnium Gatherum.” By Philologos.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp Market A  chat on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
X2 months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gl  Britain 
aod

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spam.

Germany.

3  months is. 8d. 4 0  c. fc. 2 .0 0 no. 1 .7 0

6  . . 3s* 3d- 8 0  c. fc. 4 .0 0 m. 3 .2 5

1 2  „ 6 s. 6 d. $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8 .0 0 m. 6 .5 0

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G. S. W. from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The m onthly 3outtnal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS

T hb Monthly Journal is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

1 s t —A  series of entirely Original Articles by 
the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

2nd.— A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

S U B S C R IP T IO N : 2/- p e r  A n n u m .
A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 

with the first number o f a volume. Collectors toko 
subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers of the 
current volume.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
t



G R E A T  B A R G A I N S  I N  S E T S .
P E R S IA . 1 8 9 9 .

Overprinted with curious letters or 
ornamental designs.° post-free.

i, 2. 3, 4, 8, 12, and 16 chahi, Lion *' d' 
type.

i, 2, 3, 5, and i o  krans, Head of the
Shah. Set of twelve, unused . 4 6

GERM AN E M P IR E . Kingdom of Baden.
1904. Official Stamps.

2, 3> Si i ° i 20, and 25 pf. Set of six, unused . . . 1 7

PO R TU G U ESE
COLONIES.

A fine set of fifty obsolete and unused 
original stamps, Crown and Head 
types . . . 5 0

gruirirjw uij auuaui 
-----------*

ECUADOR. 1 8 9 9 .
Official.

2, 10, 20, and 50, orange.
Set of four, unused 1 1

JUwTUWJUVI ATAAlUb-
SW IT ZER LA N D .

1881-2. Type 7. Granite Paper.
2. 5. io. IS. ,2°» 25. 4°. and 5° c.. and 1 f.

Set of nine, unused . . 0 7

H A Y T I.
1904. Head of General Nord Alexis.
t, 2, 5, 1 o, 20, and 50 c. Set of six, unused 1 3

IT A L Y . 1 8 9 4 -1 9 0 3 . Postage Due.
Figures of Value IN RED.

1, 2, 5, and 10 lire. Set of four, used . . . . 1  6

L is t  o f  n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  s e ts  a n d  P a cK e ts  o f S ta m p s  
s e n t p o s t-f re e  o n  a p p lica tio n  to

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.



New Issue Sebvice.
T O  O C R  B O X -H O L D E R S  O N L Y .

Stam ps Distribated W eek sailing October 26 th.

I M P O B T O N T  N O T I C E .

B o x -ta o ld era  s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  I t  is  q u ite  
u n n e o e ss a p y  t o  o r d e r  s ta m p s  g i v e n  In  t h i s  l is t ,  
a s  e v e r y t h i n g  d u e  to  t h e m  w i l l  b e  p u t  in t o  t h e ir  
b o x e s, w h e n  w e  h a v e  a  su ffic ie n t n u m b e r . I f  a  
B o x -h o ld e r  d o e s  n o t  r e c e iv e  a  s t a m p  n o te d  in  
t h e  l is t ,  h e  s h o u ld  o o n s u lt  t h e  s ig n  p r e fix e d  to  
it ,  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  e x p la in  t h e  m a tte r .

PLEASE NOTE THESE SIGNS CAREFULLY.
A o Distribution complete.

^D istr ibu tion  as yet incomplete.
t■ •Fortier supply received and distribution now 

completed.
{•Further supply received, bat distribution still in* 

complete.
Types refer to illustrations in our current Catalogue.

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G.S.W . in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

N O T E .

The faee value of each stam p is 
indicated in brackets in pence and  
deeimals (tenths) of a  penny.

B E LO IU M . (H8)
Old type o f  label. New shades.

t c., slate-grey (.id.), | s c., dull claret (.ad.).

HO N DUR AS.
New type, dated 1907. Perf. 14.

1 c., green (-3d.X a c., brown-red (.6d.).5 c., deep blue (r.sd.).
6 c ,  violet (i.8d.X

10 c., sepia (3d.). 
at> c., royal blue (6d.X 
w  c., claret (is. 3d.X 
*1  p., orange (as. 6d.).

L U X E M B U R G . (146)
New design. Perf. 19$, 13. 

t c., pearl-grey (.id.). 1 4 c., olive-bistre (.4d.X
a c., grey-brown (.ed.X I 5 c., green (.sd-X

6 c., mauve (.6d.X

N IC A R A G U A .  (148)
Officials. Surck. in blk. on Type 97.

Vale 10 c  on 1 c., green (i.yd.l.
Vale 90 c. ,, i t .  „  (3.3d.).
Vale 50 c. „  1 c. ,, (8.3d.X
Vale St „  9 c., rose (is. 4.3d.).
Vale $3 „  2 c. „  (as. 9d.X
Vale $4 ,, s  c., blue (ss. 6d.).

S A L V A D O R .  (180)
New type, overprinted with shield. Centres m  black.

19 c., mauve (3.6d.).t C-, green (.jdA
3 c., Termilton (.6d.).
3 c., yellow (.9d ).
5 c-, tndigo-Une (1.3d.). 
o c-, orange-red (i.8d.). 

>0 c ,  mauve (3d.).

13 c., sepia (3.9d.X 
24 c., carmine (7.3d.X 
36 c., bistre (7.U.X 
50 c., orange-yeIlow(xs.3d.X

100 a t tnrquoise-blue(as.6d.).

S O U TH ER N  N IG E R IA . (108)
King. M ult. Ord.

*  rd.| carmine.
King. Mult. Chalky.

* 3d., orangc-browo and lilac. | *  is  , green and black.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNU8ED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

B E L G IU M .
1907. Type 3t. New Shades. s. d.

1 c., slate-grey* . . . . o t
2 c., dull claret • . . . . o t

Type 31. New type o f  Sunday Label. 
t c., slate-grey • . . . . 0 1

BRAZIL.
1907. Official. President Penna.

10,000 r., green and orange . . . . 30 o

BULGARIA.
1907. Commemorative Series. JJnrge Stamps.

5 st., green .
xo st., carmine . .
95 st., blue . . .

HONDURAS.
1907. New Portrait type.

1 c., green . . . .
2 c., brown-red . . . .
SC., deep blue . . . *
6 c., violet . . . »

xoc., sepia . . . .
30 c., blue . . . .
50 c., claret . . . .
1 p., orange . . . .

LUXEMBURG 
1907. New type. Arms.

1 c., pearl-grey .
2 c., grey-brown . , . .
4 c., olive-bistre ,
5 c., green - ,
6 c., mauve .

N IC A R A G U A .
1907. Type 36. Waterlow print.

1 c., green  ̂ . . . ♦
15 c., brownish-olive .

1907. Officials. Type 6a overprinted. 
Overprint reading np.

Vale 10 c. on 1 c., green (Thick 0 ) *
Vale 10 c. on 1 c., green (Thin 0 ) .
Vale 20 c. on 1 c.t green '.  .
Vale 50 c. on x c., green (Thick 0 ) .
Vale 50 c. on t c., green (Thin 0 ) •
Vale $3 on 3 c., rose (Thick V )  .
Vale $3 on 3 c., rose (Thin V )

Overprint reading down.
Vale to c. 00 1 c., green (Thin 0) •
Vale xo c. on x c., green (Thick 0 )  .
Vale 30 c. 00 1 c., green
Vale 50 c. on t c., green (Thio 0 )
Vale 50 c. on 1 c., green (Thick 0 ) ^  •
Vale $1 on « c., rose •
Vale S3 on « c., rose (Thick V )
Vale S3 on 3 c., rose (Thin V )

o x 
o 2 
O 4

O X 
O 7

0 3 
. 0 3 

o 5 
o xo 
* 9 
3 6

0 1 
o 1 
o 1 
o t 
o t

O I 
o 6

o 6
0 8

1 I
2 6 
6 o 
9 0

t o
0 9
1 3
2 6 
t 6
3 o 
6 o 
9 o

S A L V A D O R .
1907. New design. View o f  National Palace. 

i  c., blade and green
3 c.
3  c- 
SC.
6c. 

10 c. 
13 c. 
13 c. 
94 c. 
26 c. 
s©c. 

sooc.

vermilion . 
yellow 
indigo . 
orange-red 
mauve .

sepia • 
carmine . 
bistre
orange-yellow
blue
Variety. Shield omitted. 

2 c.» black and vermilion .

With Shield.
* o  t  
.  o  1
. O 3
.  o  3
. O «
. o  6 
. o 8 
. 0 8
♦ * 3 
.  I  4 
. 3 6
• 5 0

. 6 0

S T A N L E Y  GIBBON S, L T D ., 39 1  ST R A N D , LONDON.

N EW  Y O R K : ST A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198 B R O A D W A Y .
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L iv e r p o o l  P h ila t e lic  S o c ie t y
Prooldonti J. H, M. Saoago.
Hon. Soerotary; A. 8. Alltndtr, 71 Canning Striut, Lloorpoo!.
Mootingo / Hotol S t  Gtorgt, Lima 8troot, Lloorpool.

T he second meeting of the season was held on 
Monday, 7 October, the President in the chair.

There were twenty-two members present, and 
Messrs. Percy W. Martin and J. L. Carmichael 
were elected to the Society.

The, stamps selected by the Committee, as 
already shown on the syllabus of the Society, 
were English used abroad, and Norway. In the 
former class Messrs. Bate, Calloway, Evanson, 
Fletcher, James, Lawson, and Mackay exhibited 
collections, and in the latter Messrs. Bate, Clis- 
sold, Fletcher, Gordon, James, Mackay, and 
Ross.

Mr. J. J. Bernstein, of Manchester, displayed his 
fine collection of English used abroad. He also 
delivered an address on these stamps, illustrating 
it by reference to his splendid exhibit. As the 
readers of Gibbons Stamp Weekly are having the 
great privilege of reading regularly Mr. Bern
stein's collaboration with Mr. Nissen on this 
interesting topic, it is needless to give particulars. 
Suffice it to say that the fluent and lurid manner 
in which Mr. Bernstein dealt with his subject, 
without reference to a single note, showed how 
thoroughly he had mastered hissubject. A hearty 
vote of thanks, supported by several members, 
terminated the proceedings.

N o rth  o f  E n g la n d  
P h i la t e lic  S o c ie t y  *

S c o t t is h  P h ila t e lic  S o c ie t y
J u n io r  B r a n c h

Prootdont:  N. M. Borrlo.
Hon. Boo. s Frank Ckalmoro, 24 BrurrtofiofdQordoht, Edinburgh. 
Mooilngo: DovnU't Koomo, Edinburgh.

T he opening meeting of the session was held 
in Dowell's Rooms, Edinburgh, on Saturday, 
5 October, at 7 p.m.' Mr. John Walker, the 
President, presided over a  good attendance of 
members.

Four new ordinary members and two new hono- 
- r t iy  members were admitted t°  Society ; the

honorary members being Mr. Percy C. Bishop 
and Mr. Ernest Heginbottom.

The Hon. Secretary submitted his report on 
session 1906-7, which showed that the Society 
was in a very flourishing condition, a substantial 
balance being carried forward to next session, 
after paying all expenses. The packets of the 
Exchange Branch have been very successful, the 
sales exceeding the most sanguine expectations of 
the Committee, and providing in the shape of 
commission a steady and substantial source 
of revenue.

The office-bearers for session 1907-8 were then 
appointed as follows: President, N. M. Berrie; 
Vice-President, Percy Mercer; Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer, Frank Chalmers; Assistant Secre
tary, W. D. D. Small; Librarian, J. A. 
Hamilton.

The Syllabus for season 1907-8 was submitted, 
adjusted, and approved. An attractive series o f 
meetings has been arranged as follows :—

Programme of Meetings.
1907.

Oct. 5. Annual General Meeting.
Nov. 2. Display (with Notes): Iceland, Presi

dent.
Dec. 7. Members’ Night.

190S.
Jan. 4. Paper, Display, and Discussion : c<The 

New Specialism," Mr. J. Mullo 
Weir.

Display : West Indies, No. i ,  Mr. E. 
Heginbottom, b. a.

Paper and Display: India, Mr. John 
Walker, President, S.P.s.

Display: Great Britain, Mr. J. J.
Knowles.

Lecture and Lantern Display : Mr. F.
J. Melville, President Junior P.S., 
London.

Display : Ceylon, Baron de Worms. 
Display : Mr. Leicester Paine.
Display: Sarawak, Mr. F.J. Melville* 
Display : West Indies, No. 2, Mr. E.

Heginbottom, h. a.
Display : Mr. J. L. Sievwright. 
Members’ Night:—

Uruguay: Vice-President.
Display: Mr. G. L. Beattie.
Display: Assistant Secretary.
Empire of Brazil: Librarian.
Modern Egypt: Mr. R. M. Stewart.

A  very hearty vote of thanks to the retiring 
office-bearers was awarded, especially to the re
tiring President, Mr. Walker, to whose support, 
enthusiasm, and experience the Society is largely 
indebted for the success that has attended the 
labours of its first session.

The Society is one of the most successful of the 
Junior Societies, and under its energetic manage
ment bids fair to have a most successful session, 
and we recommend its exchange packets to the 
attention not only of collectors in the vicinity of 
Edinburgh, but throughout the country.

Prooldonti 0 . B. Balnbrldge, J.P. Feb. I.
Hon. Boo. . ’ Mark Eaoton, 4 8  8idnoy Grooo, Newcaotlo-on-Tyno.
Mootlngoi Nomoadtfo-cn-Tynt.

T he first meeting of the session 1907-8 was held 
at the V .M .C.A ., Newcastle, on Thursday, 3 Octo- ^jar. -
her, at 7-30 p.m.

The Vice-President, Mr. T. D. Hume, was in 
the chair, and there was a good attendance of 
members. After the reading and confirming of 
minutes, Mr. Harold Dawson was duly elected a 
member. April 4.

Mr. Heginbottom’s fine collection of Antigua,
Bahamas, Bermuda, Cayman, and Dominica was 
then passed round and greatly enjoyed, some of 
the rare surcharges of Bermuda being especially 1 
admired. The display was accompanied by j ™ay 2- 
copious notes, which added greatly to the interest.

At the conclusion of the meeting a hearty vote 
of thanks to Mr. Heginbottom was moved by the 
Vice-President, seconded by Mr. Sanderson, and 
unanimously endorsed by the members present.
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T h e  “  F A C I L E ”

Postage Stam p Albums.
(.PR O TECTED  B Y  R O Y A L L E T T E R S  P A T E N T .)

T h e s e  A lbu m s pre

sen t ex tern a lly  the 

sam e ap p earan ce  as 

our w ell-know n

“  ORIEL$” 

“ PHILATELIC”: 

Blank Albums,

an d  a re  id en tical in 

a ll resp ects  excep t as 

reg ard s th e  m ethod of 

hold ing th e  d etach

a b le  leav es, w hich is

now  a  v ast im prove

m en t upon the old 

system .

T h e  leaves instead  

o f  b e in g  th re a d e d  

upon p egs hav e a  

groove cu t acro ss each  

end o f  th e lin en  jo in t 

(see  A ), and, tog eth er 

w ith  a  p r o t e c t i n g  

cover, a re  held  in 

position b y  m ean s o f  

two “ V ’’-shap ed  p ro 

je c t io n s , th e  w hole ■ -S H O W IN G  L E A V E S  S E C U R E D .

b e in g  secu rely  fastened  by an  ingenious spring.

W h en  it is  desired  to  rem ove th e leav es it is only n e cessary  to  re lease  th e sp ring , when the 

“ V ’’-shaped p ro jectio n s open au to m atica lly , and th e co n ten ts ca n  b e  rem oved w ith one hand. 

A  g rea t featu re  o f  th is im provem ent is th a t a  sin g le  le a f  can  b e  inserted  or d etach ed  without 

d istu rbin g  th e  co n ten ts o f the A lbum . C o llectors a lread y u sin g  th e  “ O r i e l ” a n d "  P h i l a t e l i c ’ 

can  con ven ien tly  contin ue w ith th e  “  FACILE."
6



Leading Features of the “ FA CILE.”

1. I t  is undoubtedly th e  “ a c m e "  o f  lo o se -le a f album s.

2. C h an gin g  position of, o r  ad ding to  th e  nu m ber o f  th e  leaves can  be effected  instan tly  and

w ithout d istu rbin g  co n ten ts o f  A lbum .

3. T h e  b in d ing  o f  co v er b e in g  rig id , a ll possib ility  o f  friction  betw een th e leav es is prevented.

4. T h e  p atent b in d er h a s  n o  loose o r  d e tach ab le  parts, an d  therefore can n o t g e t out o f  order.

5. T h e  action  o f  th e  p aten t b in d er is au to m atic , an d  can  be perfectly  un derstood th e  m om ent it

is seen.

A t  p r e s e n t  w e  a r e  a p p ly in g  th is  im p r o v e m e n t  to  th e  fo llo w in g , 

a  s u p p ly  o f  w h ic h  i s  n o w  r e a d y

The “ Facile” Oriel Album
C on tain in g  fifty d etach ab le  leaves (1 0  ins. x io |  in s .), o f  th e  best h an d m ad e paper, faced  with 

Ja p a n e se  tissu e p ap er and bound in h a lt red  m orocco  w ith clo th  sid es, finished in gold.

E a c h  A lbum  is contain ed  in a  cloth drop-in ca se  lined with lam b ’s-wool.

Price 30s. ;  post-free in U. K. 30s. 6d.

The “ Facile” Philatelic Albums
E a c h  con tain in g  io o  leaves o f a  very fine quality  w hite card  paper, and strongly  bound in  half- 

m orocco, g ilt ornam ents and  letterin g , an d  p acked .in  a  box.

A —Size, 12} in. x 10} in. Price 30s. ;  post-free U. K. 30s. 9d. 
E  ff 11 t» x 9 } •• $p 25s . ;  $• »» 25s. 7d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 strand, London, W.C.
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Stamp Collections Register
WE  have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur

chase, and we have therefore decided to open this Stam p C ollections R egister in order to 
bring under the notice o f  our 12,000 readers o f  the Stam p W eekly and M onthly Jo u rn a l 

the different properties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this R egister 
in our two papers we shall also (when we have sufficient collections on hand) issue the R egister in 
pamphlet form and send to a  large number o f  good buyers who do not subscribe to either paper.

T h e  following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a  collection 
upon this Register.

1st.— The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.— The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (£ 1. is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th. — Collections should be sent to 391, Strand, London, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5th.— Collections may be inspected at 391, Strand, W.C.
6th.— The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.— Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.— No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.— Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G ., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps 
in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

A  G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T IO N  O F

B ritish  Colonial Stamps
IN  I M P E R I A L  A L B U M , V o l .  I .. T e n t h  E d it io n .

C o n ta in in g  2 1 6 4  s ta m p s , a  v e r y  la r g e  n u m b e r  b e in g  u n u s e d  in  m in t  c o n d it io n  ; 
th e  c o l le c t io n  b e in g  e x c e p t io n a l ly  s tro n g  in  th e  i s s u e s  o f  th e  la s t  te n  y e a r s .

The Great Britain Stamps have been removed from this collection, and these pages of 
the album are in a damaged condition. Among the better groups we draw attention to 
Barbados, modern issues; Cape of Good Hope, a fine page of triangular stamps, 
including pair, and fine shades of shillings; Cayman Isles, Ceylon, Cyprus, Gambia 
(a very good lot); Gibraltar, including the set up to £ 1, complete ; Gold Coast; 
Grenada—this country includes several fine pairs of 6d. of the early issues, and a very 
good set of the later issues up to the 10/-; Leeward Isles; Malta—this country is 
remarkably strong and includes no less than sixty-one pairs, all unused stamps, as well as a 
very fine lot of singles and used; Mauritius; Natal; Orange River Colony—a 
number of scarce things of the provisionals of this country; St. Vincent, modern issues 
nearly complete, mostly mint; Sudan, Tasmania, and Western Australia.

The owner informs ns that the catalogue value of the collection is about .£185, but many of the modem 
issues are now worth considerably more than old catalogue. The net price of the whole collection is

At which price we can strongly recommend it as a desirable purchase for starting
a general collection.

S ta n le y  Gibbons, Lim ited, 3 9 1  Stran d , London, W .C

/



Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

F o r  a l i  C lasses o f  P ostage S tam p C ollectors .
<P R O F U S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

No. 20, Vol. VI.
(Whole No. 130). 16 NOVEMBER, 1907. ONE PENNY.

C o n t e n t s .
PAC K

1* CO U N TRIES O P T H B  W O R LD :
PalkUnd Islands. By W. Percy Bornsdall . . 335

1  TO PICA L N O TES. By Charles J. Phillip* . 307
9. B R IT ISH  STA M PS U SE D  ABROAD.

By /.«/. Bernstein and Charles Nlssen • . .  309
1  TH E R A R E ST  ST A M PS. By Pierre Mahi . 309
S. IM PORTANT STA M P C A S E : Stamp Trade

Protection Association, Ltd., v. Treherne . 31s
1  LE EW A R D  ISLA N D S' STA M PS.

By Paul Howard . • . . .  314
7. T H B  “ EA RTH Q U A KE H STA M PS.

By “ Uncle Tom" • * .  . 3*3
B. OMNIUM GATHERUM. By “ Phtlotoyo*" . 316
9. N EW  IS S U E S . By Prank Phillips . . . 317

10. PH ILATELIC SO CIETIES .  ,  . 3*0

BARCAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
N o.
7 .  i o o , all different

Post-free, 
e. d.
2 Z

8.  IOO »» rarer S  1
9. 200 99 rare s  «

66. soo M 4 >
• 7 . iooo M • 1 5  0
<8. 1500 II 1 33 0
69. 2000 II e 60 0
19a. 3000 II 170 •
H a. 4000 II 280 0

Special Bargains
For 8.8.W . R eaders.

.V’W

E C U A D O R
1 8 9 8 . P o sta l F is c a ls .

1 c., in black, on 5 c., pale bine (No. 522).
2 c., carmine (No. 523).
4 c., in m agenta, on 20 c., deep bine 

10 c., grey (No. 525). <Na B24)l
1 snere, orange (No. 527).

10 c. on 50 c., lilac (No. 528).

S e t  o f S i x  S ta m p s  a s  a b o v e ,
U n u sed  and M int.

TA .U  P A C K E T S  saatste  stamps te  P IN B  
C O N D ITIO N , sad  a n  jaodea h t . i l f  I ts  Asst mates 
sfllsavd hr mmy m ftap jisaJsf.

SP E C IA L  BARGAIN P R IC E

2 a .  6 d . ,  p o s t - f r e e .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  L I M I T E D
HEAD O FFICE : 391 STRAND. LONDON. W.C.

NSW YORK I STANLEY QIDBOMB, INC., I f l  BROADWAY.



Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to
The Editor, G .S. W,y

391 Strand, London, W .C.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
no time for direct correspondence. AU letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.*—‘Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the hiking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be a9 follows: is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or

Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an o p i n i o n B .  Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. 
Forged; G. Genuine;,G.F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V  of Gibbons Stamp Weekly 
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d, 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. IV. June to December,
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. Vol V.
January to June, 1907. 438 pages, 4s. 9d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp meekly
A  p o p u la r  W e e k ly  S ta m p  J o u r n a l fo r th e  

a en a ra l c o lle cto r, a n d  m ore e s p e c ia lly  fo r  

b e g in n e rs  a n d  y o u n g  co lle cto rs .

W E E K L Y  CONTENTS.
The Countries of the World. By W . P. BarnsdalL 
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J. Phillips.
“ Omnium Gatherum." By Philologos.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp Market. A  chat on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
is  months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
nod

Cnnnda.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spam.

Germany.

3  months is. 8 d. 4 0  c . fc. 2 .0 0 m. 1 .7 0

6 3*. 3 d. 8 0  c* fc. 4 .0 0 m. 3 .2 5

6 s. 6d. $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8 .0 0 xn. 6 .5 0

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G. S. W, from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted*

The m onthly 3oui*nal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS

Tkb  Monthly Journal is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

1 St—A series of entirely Original Articles by 
the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

S U B S C R IP T IO N : 2/- p e r  A n n u m .
A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid̂  and commence 

with the first number o f a volume. Collectors who 
subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers of the 
current volume.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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CHEAP S E T S  of beautifully engraved  
and bright-coloured AMERICAN STAMPS

HONDURAS.
poat-fne. 

«r

1878-89. Portrait of Morazan.
1 o. to 1 peso.

Set of Seven, unused . . . . 1 6

1890. Arms. 1 c. to 1 peso.
Set of Eleven, unused . . . 1 6

1891.
President Bogrand.

1 o. to 10  pesos.

Set of Fourteen, unused . . 3 0

t

1892. Columbus in Sight of Land. 
1 o. to 1 peso.

Set of Eleven, unused . . 1 6

1893. General Cabanas.
1 c. to 1 peso.

Set of Eleven, unused . . . 1 6

L is t  o f  n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  s e ts  a n d  P a c k e ts  of S ta m p s  

s e n t p o s t-f re e  on  a p p lica tio n  to

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
> 3
*



New Issue Service.
TO O C R  BO X -H O LD E R S O N LY.

Stam ps Dlatrlbatad Waak aadtng Novm bar 2ml.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UMU8ED UNLESS 0 THERWI8E STATED.

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

B o x -h o ld e r a  s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  i t  Is q u ite  
u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  o rd e r  s ta m p s  g iv e n  in  t h i s  lis t ,  
a s  e v e r y t h in g  d u e  to  t h e m  s i l l  b e  p u t In to  th e ir  
bo xes* w h e n  s e  h a v e  a  su ffic ie n t n u m b e r. I f  a  
B o x -h o ld e r  d o e s n o t  r e c e iv e  a  s ta m p  n o te d  In  
t h e  lis t , h e  s h o u ld  c o n s u lt  t h e  s ig n  p r e fix e d  to  
It, s h i o h  s i l l  p r o b a b ly  e x p la in  t h e  m a tte r ,  

PLEASE NOTE THE8E S16N8  CAREFULLY.
N$ AfMorAmDistribntion complete.

^Distribution as yet incomplete, 
t *  Farther supply received end distribution now 

completed.
Further supply received, bnt distribution still in

complete.
Types rt/er to illustrations in our current Catalogue.

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G.S.W . in which reference was 
made to that country in this eolumn.

N O T E .

The faee value of eaeh stamp is 
indicated in braokets in penoe and 
decimals (tenths) of a penny.

M A U R IT IU S .  (102)
Arms. Mult. Chalky.

* i c., black (.2d.).
*  2  c .,  lilac and M AUVE (>4 d.).
*  6 c ., lilac and cann. on red (id.).
*  15 c ., black and blue on blue (2 .6d.).
* t rap., grey-black and carmine (is. 4 . 5 d.).

Q U E E N SLA N D . (114)
Re-drawn type. Crown and Q. Perf. 13.

2d., ultramarine.
Wmk. Creme and Q. Perf. 13. New shades.

.  *  3 d-. grey-brown.
*  Sd., black-brawn.

Lithographed. Wmk. Cr. and Q. twice. Perf. 12.
*  5s., rose.
*  £ 1, deep green.

Lithographed. Wmk. Cr. and A twice. Perf. 12}, 13.
*  2s. 6d., vermilion.
* I os., deep brown.

S U D A N .  (120)
Wmk. Multiple Crestenf and Star.

4 mils., red and brow n(t.ld.).

V IO T O R IA . (128)
Wmk. Crown andM. Perf. it .

*  3d., orange-brown.
R A R E  P E R F . S P E C IA L  P R IC E , 4a.

i. A. 
3 °

A B Y S SIN IA .
.89*. Type z. Error, overprint omitted.

4 guerche, claret . «
8 „ lilac . . . .

16 ,, black . . • *
C H A M BA .

X901. Service. Queen's Head.
9 a., violet . . . . .

C U R A S A O .
Cat. No. Various issues. Rraised prices.
18. 50 c., purple . • •
90a. xo c., ultramarine * • «
22. 15 c., drab • . .
23. 25 c., orange-brown. . . •
31. x g. 50 c., indigo and pale bine
32. a g. 50 c., purple and bistre . •
36. 95 c. on as c., blue and rose . .

P R A N C E .
1906. Postage Due. New value. 

so c., olive-green .
G U A T E M A L A .

1903. Type rs. Surcharged.
95 c* on so c., pale brown

H A YTI.
Various issues. Revised prices.

50 c., brown-lake (No. 66) . •
5 c. de p., deep blue (No. 172)

IC E L A N D .
1889-98. Type 4. New prices.

40 aur, mauve (No. 31) .
40 „  pate violet (No. 32)
40 ,» lilac-rose (No. 83) . •

1898-1909. Official Stamp.
4 aur, grey (No. 216) . . used o (

L A B U A N .
1901. Postage Due. Revised prices.

9 c., black and green . cancelled to order o t
3 c. „  ochre „  „  o a

. . 6 0
, used 6 6 
• , 0 3

. used

, used 0 9

.used t |

used 0 6
M 0 6 
„  0 6

4 c. „  carmine . „  ,, 0 2
5 c. „  pale blue . . ,, „  © a
6 c. „  brown-lake . „  „  0 a
8 c. „  rose-red . „  ,» © a

N O R T H  B O R N EO .
1901-4. Large Arms. Overprinted ** British Protectorate? 
St, scarlet (No. 181) . castcelled to order t <
St „ (No. 148) .  „  „  J •
$9, dull green (No. 142) . . ,, „  5 #

N O R TH  G E R M A N  C O N F E D E R A T IO N .
186  ̂ Types. Reduced price.

3 gr., bistre (No. 22) • • used o e
Q U E E N S L A N D .

1907. Type 91 redrawn. Perf. 13. 
ad., ultramarine . - ,  • # • 3

S U D A N
1907. Type 9. Change o f colour.

4 m., red and browo . . • , . o •
SU R IN A M .

Cat. No. Various issues. Revised prices. 
61. ta^c., rosy lilac . .
66. ioc. 00 xaj c., slate-blne • •
66. 10 c. on 90 c., green , •
71. 10 c. on 30 c., cinnamon • •

TOG O.
span. Ship type.

10 pf., carmine . . . .  
jo pC, ultramarine . *

50 p(., grey-green

W U R T B M B U R G . 
i875-9> Type 4- STmn price. 
m (No. 100) • •

. used o 3

. *, o S

. used 0 x

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D .,  391 S T R A N D , L O N D O N . 

NEW Y O R K : STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

J u n io r  P h i la t e lic  C lu b  
British Guiana

P resid en t:  Rev. C. 7. Pritchard. 
Librarian t  R, f .  Breenldge. 
exch a n ge Supt. t  P. L* W ateca. 
H o b .  .  :  J .  B la c k b u rn s.

.  O. B ex  99.

T h b  twelfth general meeting of the above Club was held 
in St. Georges H a ll on 37 September, 1907, at 8.15 p.m.. 
Rev. C. T. Pritchard presiding. The Hon. Secretary read 
the minutes, after which the reports from the various de
partments were read. Mr. A. De Freitas was elected a 
member. Mr. A. H . July, Glasgow, and M r. Harry 
Huber, Pittsburg, were elected representatives of the Club  
in the United Kingdom and United States, America, 
respectively. The Chairman then introduced Mr. A. D . 
Ferguson, Secretary of the British Guiana Philatelic 
Society, who delivered in a most efficient manner a paper 
entitled 0 H ints to Beginners.’* He pointed out the 
different processes of printing, rouletting, perforating, 
and watermarking stamps. During his paper he passed 
round many interesting specimens of stamps, etc.

The Chairman, in his remarks, said that the Clob owed 
much to Mr. Ferguson for his paper, which was of great 
interest. He was pleased to see so many present, and was 
sure that they had all benefited by the paper.

J u n io r  P h i la t e l ic  S o c ie t y  
M a n c h e s te r  B r a n c h
T k b  twenty-fourth ordinary meeting was held at the 
Deansgate Hotel on 17 October. Mr. Bernstein presided, 
and there were about thirty members present. Messrs. 
N . H . Jones, G. Papazion^ jun., and W. Russell were 
elected members. Mr. Higgins, jun., gave a display, 
with notes, of the sumps of India surcharged for use in the 
Native States, and showed a good collection of the errors 
and minor varieties of the surcharges. Mr. N . Heywood

five a paper and display of the stamps of the Confederate 
tates. He said that when the Confederate States assumed 

control of the posul service in those States, all postmasters 
who bad been acting under the United Sutes were 
directed to continue in the discharge of their duties. The 
first postage sum ps were delivered by the contractors, 
Messrs. Archer ana Daly, on 15-16 October, 1861. When 
General Grant threatened Richmond the contract was 
given to Kearinge and Ball, of Columbia, S. Carolina. 
Columbia cap ita ted  on x6 February, 2865, when tbe 
Confederate stamps ceased to be printed.

L e e d s  P h i la t e lic  S o c ie ty
P resident, W. V. Merten, F.R.P.8.L.
Hen. Secretary t 0, W. Harding, 1 Marlborough Greet, Leede
MeeHnge t Tuesdays, Leede Inetltuts, Ceehrldge Street.
A eaea l BubeerlpHen t St.

T u b  second fortnightly meeting of the new session was 
held in the Leeds Institute on 1$ October, when the 
President of tbe Society gave a particularly interesting 
display of tbe postage sum ps of Great Briu in , the interest 
being greatly accentuated by the exhibition of official letters 
(originals) from Mr. Rowland Hill, Mr. Sievier, and others 
to the Postmaster • General; various essays (including 
Sievier's) for the first postage stamp; the Prince Consort 
and later essays, proofs; printed notices and circulars^to 
postmasters prior to and after the issue of the first adhesive 
postage sum p io 1840; letter with xd. black stamp, can
celled xo January, 1840— the earliest cancellation date 
koown.

M r. Morten explained tbe various items where necessary, 
bis remarks being listened to and much appreciated by the 
large audience present.

O n  tbe motion of Mr. Harrison Hutton, a  hearty vote 
of thanks was accorded Mr. Morten for his display and 

.lecture, which had afforded the utmost delight and much 
that was instructive. Mr. J. H . Tbackrah seconded.

M a n c h e s te r  P h ila t e lic  S o c ie ty
Pree/denti W. Doming Btokton.
Hen. Bee. .♦  0 . Pred. H. Bibeon, Fairfield, Crumpeall, 

Manchester.
Meetings Grand Hotel, M anchester, W e e h lg F r id a y s  

at 7  p.m .

Programme—Season 1907-8
Nov. 15— Display with Notes: Sicily, J. H . Taylor.
Nov. a?— General D isplay: Great Britain Post Cards. 

Notes by G. F. H . Gibson.
Nov. 29— Paper: “ The Surcharged Railway Stamps of 

Guatemala, 1886/* J. R . M . Albrecht.
Dec. 6— General D isp lay: Great B riu in  Wrappers, Letter 

Cards, etc. Notes by J. S. Gee.
Dec. 13— Paper: “ Morocco Locals," G. B. Duerst.

1908
Jan. 10— Display with Notes: Trinidad, R . B. Yardley. 
Jan. 17— Elementary Discussion.
Jan. 34— Display with Notes: Cape of Good Hope, W . M.

Gray (Vice-President Bradford Philatelic 
Society).

Jan. 31— Elementary Discussion.
Feb. 7— Display with Notes: Minor Varieties of Great 

Britaio, J. S. Higgins, jun.
Feb. 14—  Elementary Discussion.
Feb. s i— Paper: “ Sweden," W . D . Beckton.
Feb. a8—  Elementary Discussion.
Mar. 6— Paper: “ The Universal Postal Union," I. J. 

Bernstein.
Mar. 13— Elementary Discussion.
Mar. ao— Paper: **Sudan," J. H . Abbott.
Mar. 37— Elementary Discussion.

O n Friday, 18 October, an interesting meeting of this 
Society was held, at which Mr. J. H . Abbott gave a lecture 
on forgeries. He pointed out that forgeries were not now 
so numerous as they used to be, and that they were easy 
to detect if a collector knew the business.

The texture of the paper, watermarks, the sixes of the 
impression, the quality of gum used, and the perforations 
were aH features by which the true could be distinguished 
from tbe fatse.

Limelight illustrations o f  forgeries were thrown on the 
screen. In  one case a Guiana stamp bad been imitated so 
closely that the size was practically the only indication 
of its being base. And tbe variation was only about a 
thirteenth of an inch each way. It  was probably forged 
not so much to dupe collectors, as to rob tbe Government 
after the manner of counterfeit coins.

There was a large audience present.

S h e f f ie ld  P h i la t e l ic  S o c ie t y
President: f .  A thin.
Hen. B e e . H .  £ . Standfield, 92  Parker's Bead, Sheffield.

T h b  opening naeetiog of tbe session was held on t7 Octo
ber, in the rooms of tbe Society at tbe K ing’s Head 
Hotel, the President (Mr. F. Atkin) occupying the chair. 
Tbe report and balance-sheet for the last session, showing 
the Society to be in a flourishing condition, were read and 
adopted. An interesting programme for the present 
session was drawn up; it included various exhibitions 
of stamps, and discussions and papers on subjects pertain
ing to Pnilately.

The following officers were elected: Honorary Presi
dents, Mr. Charles Clifford, j . r . ,  and Mr. F. Kelley, j . p . ;  
President, Mr. F. A tk in ; Vice-President, Mr. W . C. F o x ; 
Secretary, Mr. H . E. Standfield; Treasurer, Mr. J. H . 
Chapman; Librarian, Mr. J. Peace; Exchange Secretary, 
Mr. R . Sneath; Committee, Mr. J. E . Bartlett, Mr. G. H . 
Hunt, and Dr. C. W . Mays.

s



Cbe Stamp Collectors’ Clbrarp
A  g o o d  l ib r a r y  o i  t h e  b ea t a n d  m o a t re lia b le  P h ila t e lic  P u b lic a t io n s  la a  p r im e  n e c e s s i t y  to  th e  
S t a m p  C o llecto r  w ho w ish es  to  th o ro u g h ly  s t u d y  t h e  S ta m p s  h e  c o lle c ts . T h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s fu l  
co llecto rs  p r id e  th e m s e lv e s  u p o n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e i r  p h ila te lic  l ib r a r ie s . H a n d b o o k s  a n d  
o t h e r  w o rk s b y  w rite rs  o f  e s ta b lis h e d  re p u ta t io n  a r e , In  fa c t . I n d is p e n s a b le  to  s u p p le m e n t  
t h e  S ta m p  C a ta lo g u e , w h ich  a t  b e s t  Is  o n ly  a  D e a le r 's  P r ic e  L i s t  o f  w h a t  b e  h a s  to  s e ll .

S T A N L E Y  OIBBONS CA TA LO G UE. Part I ,  British Empire. Cloth, 2/9. Part I I ,  Foreign 
Countries, 2/10.

S TA M PS  AND  S TA M P  CO LLEC TIN G . By Ma jo r  E . B. E vans. A glossary of terms used in 
Stamp Collecting. Invaluable as a reference book. Full of information as to the various kinds 
o f paper used, methods of priming, embossing, perforating, etc. Fully illustrated. Paper 
cover, 2/3; cloth, 4/3.

S TA M P  C O LLEC TIN G  A S  A P A S TIM E . By E dward J .  NanK iv e l l . A  peep behind the
scenes, explaining how it is that, after nearly half a century, Stamp Collecting has never been 
more popular (ban it is to-day. Contents: The Charm of Stamp Collecting—Stamps with a 
History— Great Rarities—Romance of Stamp Collecting—Stamp Collecting as an Investment— 
W hat to Collect and how to Collect, etc. Cloth, 1/3.

A LB U M  W EEDS. By R ev . R . B . E a r e b . Forgeries and how to detect them. Fully illustrated. 
New and Revised Edition, greatly enlarged. Vol. I  now ready, cloth, 8 / -; Vol. I I ,  cloth, 8/-.

TH E  S TA M P  COLLECTOR. By W . J .  H a r d y  and E . D. B acon. Contents: Collecting, its 
Origin and Development—Stamps made for Collectors—Art in Postage Stamps— Stamps with 
Stories— History in Postage Stamps— Famous Collections, etc. Cloth, 4/9.

R E P R IN TS  of Postal Adhesives and their Characteristics. By E . D. B acon. A guide to the Collector 
to enable him to separate Reprints from originals, with a history and detailed description o f all 
known Reprints. W ith 426 illustrations. Paper cover, 4/3; cloth, 5/9.

P O R TU G U E S E  IN D IA . By the late G il b e r t  H a rr iso n  and L ie u t . F . H . Na p ie r , r . n.  A 
Handbook for Specialists, full of notes and explanations of all the issues. Two fcdl-page plates. 
Paper cover, 4/9; cloth, 6/3.

S O U TH  A U S TR A LIA .  By L ie u t . Na p ie r  and the late G ordon  S m it h , m. a. A  most exhaustive 
work on the issues of South Australia; indispensable to the Specialist and useftl to the General 
Collector. Three full-page plates of photographic illustrations, showing the various types of 
surcharge on the rod. stamps, etc. Paper cover, 7/9; cloth, 9/9.

SH A N G H AI. B y  W . B . T h o r n h ill . An important handbook, with eight full plates of photographic 
illustrations showing the varieties o f the early issues and the later surcharges, etc. Paper cover, 5/3; 
cloth, 7/9.

S T. V IN C EN T. By L ie u t . F . H . Na p ie r , r . n. ,  and E . D . B acon. Illustrated with two full-page 
autotype plates, one of which shows illustrations of the stamps and surcharges, and the other the 
various perforations found in the stamps of the colony. Paper cover, 5/3; cloth, 7/9.

BARBADOS. By  E . D. B acon and L ie u t . F. H . Na p ie r ,  r . n. Illustrated with three autotypes of 
stamps, specially showing all the varieties on the id . on half o f 5/-, three facsimile reproductions of 
the Star watermarks, and a list o f the number of stamps of each value, printed by Messrs. Perkins 
Bacon & Co. and Messrs. De L a  Rue & Co. Paper cover, 7/9 ; d oth, 10/9.

G R ENADA. By E . D. B acon and L ie u t . F .  H . Na p ie r ,  r . n. An exhaustive history o f the stamps of 
this colony with their many intricate and minor varieties. Illustrated with nine full-page autotype 
plates. Paper cover, 7/9; cloth, 9/9.

S IC ILY .  By D e . E m il io  D irna ,  translated by Ma jo r  E vans. A  complete history of the exceptionally 
interesting series of stamps of this country, with a  brief history o f Sicily , a  biography o f the 
celebrated artist by whom the fine portrait o f K ing N Bomba ” was engraved, a  full account 
o f  the circumstances under which the stamps were issued, o f the difficulties in the production 
o f the plates, o f the various essays and proposals for subsequent issues, and a  description of 
the postmarks and obliterations. Illustrated with twenty full-page autotype plates, showing seven 
complete or reconstructed sheets, varieties o f retouches, etc., and various illustrations in the texL 
Paper cover, 21/6; half morocco, 30/9.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S .  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n .  W . C .
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N O W  R E A D Y

T h e  "P o s ta g e  a n d  T e le g ra p h
S ta m p s  o f

B R I T I S H  

I N D I A  0

With 23 fu ll*s iz ed  Plates and numerous other Illustrations.

!Part I. PO STAG E S T A M P S .
B y  L .  L . R .  H a u s b u r g .

Part II. T E LE G R A P H  STA M PS.
By C. S t e w a r t -W il s o n  a n d  C. S .  F .  C r o f t o n .

''TH IS is the first handbook that we have produced for the Philatelic Society of India, 
and we trust that it will be considered a credit both to the Society and to our 

own firm.
The volume contains 215 pages, similar in size and get-up to the publications of the 

Royal Philatelic Society, London.
The important plates have been produced by the photogravure process; this is very 

costly, but gives the most magnificent results. The cost of the plates and other illustra
tions has exceeded ^400.

There is an immense amount of new information in this volume, and especially im
portant are the numerous retouches discovered by Mr. Hausburg in the stamps of the 
first issue.

Important chapters are those dealing with the Essays, Reprints, and Forgeries.

P R I C E  4 0 / -
P 6st*free in Great Britain, 4016; abroad, 4116.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED, 391 STBAND, LONDON, ENGLAND,
A n d  1 9 8  B r o a d w a y ,  N o w  Y o r k

k , , .  1



“ S I M P L E X ”

B L A N K  A L B U M S

In response to numerous demands we have just produced a new BLANK ALBUM at a 
popular price. •

It contains 150 specially prepared leaves of stout highly glazed paper, printed with 
grey border, quadrille background, and tablet for name of country, secured in place, together 
with a protecting wrapper, by a spring-back cover.

The leaves can be easily removed or replaced by taking them and their wrapper in one 
hand, and with the other hand pressing back the cover until its two edges meet, as shown 
in the illustration.

“ S IM P L E X .” 150 leaves, cloth cover, bevelled boards, lettered on back, with blank 
panel in which particulars of contents can be inserted.

Prioe 1 2 /6 ;  post-free in U .K. 1 8 / 1 ;  abroad extra .
L O O S E  L E A V E S ,  lO d . p e r  d o z e n ; &/• p e r  1 0 0 , p o e t- fr e e .

Bound in dark green or marone. When ordering mention colour desired.

STAN LEY GIBBONS, Ltd., 391 STfiAND, LONDON, W.C.

P o s ta g e  S ta m p s .
S P R IN G  B A C K . M O V A B L E  L E A V E S .
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Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

F or a ll C lasses o f  P ostage S tam p  C ollectors.
(PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED.)

No. 2 1 , V o l. V I .
(Whole No. 151). 23 NOVEMBER, 1907. O n e  P e n n y .

C o n t e n t s .
^ * FAGS

1. COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD:
Falkland Islands. By W. Percy Barnedall. . 3*>

L TOPICAL NOTES. By Chartee J. PhMlpe . 3 .3

1. THE RAREST STAMPS. By Pierre Nahi . 315 
«. BRITISH STAMPS USED ABROAD.

By /. J. Bernstein and Chartee Nlsssn. . ■ 3s*
9. TWENTIETH CENTURY COLONIALS:

A Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British 
Empire Issued during the first Six Years of 
the Twentieth Century (January. 1901-Jnne,
1907). By D. B. Armstrong . . . .  3*7

I. HARD U.S. PROBLEMS MADE EASY.
By Eustace 8. Power , . . .  319

7. PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. By Boswell Junior 331
i. OMNIUM GATHERUM. By "Phllologoo" . 333
9. ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS . . 333

10. NEW ISSUES. By Frank Phillips . , 334
II. PHILATELIC SOCIETIES . Page s  •/ Cover

BARGAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
Pott-free.

No. 1. d.
7. IOO, all different' • a z
8. 100 II rarer S I
9. 300 ft rare 5 K

66. 500 99 4 I
67. 1000 II >5 0
68. 1500 99 35 0
69. 3000 99 60 0
69a. 3000 99 170 0
M l. 4000 99 380 0

Special Bargains
For 8.S.W . Realtors.

NORTH BORNEO.
1888-89. In a c rtb a d  " B r it i s h  N o r th  B o rn e o ."

35 c., indigo (No. 47). 
50 c., violet (No. 48). 
f l ,  scarlet (No. 49),

$2, dull green (No. SO). 
* 5 , mauve (No. 36).
$ 1 0 , brown (No. 87).

8 et of alx high values, as above, including the two 
large stamps, cancelled to order.

Those P A C K E TS contain stam ps In P IN E  
CONDITION, and aka aadoubtodfy the boat value 
•M end h r  assy stum p dealer.

SPE C IA L BARGAIN P B IC E

1 6 s . ,  p o s t - f r e e .

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
HEAD OFFICE: 391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

NEW  YORK I ST A N L E Y  QIBBONS, INC., lM  BROADW AY.



Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—All communication, 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to
The Editor, G . S .  W .,

3 9 1  Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
no time for direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents."

Rumination of Stamps.— Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
retorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is neeessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or

Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being seat to the recog
nised experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sneets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. 
Forged ; Q. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V of Gibbons S ta m p  W eekly  
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6 d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. IV. June to December, 
1 9 0 6 . 4 1 4  pages, 4 s. 9d., post-free. Vol V.
January to June, 1 9 0 7 . 4 0 8  pages, 4 s. gd.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp lileekly
A  popular WooKIy Stam p Journal for tho 

gonoral colloctor, and moro especially for 
beginners and young collectors*

W E E K L Y  CO N TEN TS.
The Countriea of the World. By W . P. Barnsdall. 
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J . Phillips.
** Omnium Gatherum.** By Philologos.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp Market. A chat on Prices.
Special Foreigo and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3 , 6 , or 
is  months at the following rates, post-free

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3  months is. 8d. 4 0  c. fc. 3.00 m. 1 .7 0

6  „ 3s* 3<L 8 0  c. fc. 4 .0 0 m. 3 .3 5

6 s. 6 d. $ ■ .60 fc. 8 .0 0 m. 6 .5 0

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G . S .  W» from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
wilt be delivered Hat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The monthly Journal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS

Th x  M o n th ly  J o u r n a l  U chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collector! who are rather advanced.

The chief feature* ere—

lib —A series of entirely Original Article* by 
the leading Philatelic Writer* of the day on 
all (ubjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

and.—A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

SU BSC R IPTIO N : 2 / -  p e r  Annum  
A U  S ub scrip tion s m u st be p rep a id , a n d  com m ence 

w ith  the first  n u m b er  o f  a  volum e. Collectors who 
subscribe now w ill receive the back m em bers o f  the 
cu rre n t  volum e.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.



C H EA P S E T S  of beautifully engraved  
and bright*coloured' AMERICAN STAMPS

NICARAGUA.
p oit-free.9. d .

1891, Official. Figure of “ Plenty.” 
1  c. to 10 pesos.

Set of Ten, unused . 1 6

1892. Official.
Fy?st Sight of the “ New World.” 

1  c. to 10 pesos.
Set of Ten, unused . . . 1 6

1893. Official. Arms on Shield.
1  c. to 10 pesos.

Set of Eleven, unused . . . . 1 6

1894. Official. Allegorical Figure.
1  c. to 10 pesos.

Set of Ten, unused . . . . . 1 6

1895. Official. Arms and Flags.
1  c. to 10 pesos.

Set of Ten, u n u s e d .......................................................1 6

1896. Official. With Map ; dated “ 1896.”
1 c. to 5 pesos.

Set of Nine, unused . , . . . . . 1 6

1897. Official. With Map ; dated “ 1897.”
1 o. to 5 pesos.

Set of Nine, unused , .............................................. 1 6

L is t  o f 1 n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  s e ts  an d  P a c k e ts  of S ta m p s  
s e n t  p o s t-f re e  o n  a p p lic a tio n  to

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1  S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W .C .
i



New Issue Sebvice.
T O  O P *  B O X - H O L D E R S  O N L Y .

S U m . IMUwthrtffif W mk mNUg Hovumbtr 9 th.

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

Recent Issues and 
• Revised Snototfons.

ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.
____________  f'

B o x -h o ld e r s  s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  I t  is  q u its  
un n oos s s a r y  t o  o rd e r  s ta m p s  d iv a n  In  t h is  lis t ,  
a s  e v e r y t h in g  d u a  t o  t h e m  s i l l  b e  p u t  in to  th e ir  
ho s e s , w h a n  w e  h a v e  a  su ffic ie n t n u m b e r . I f  a  
B o x -h o ld e r  d o e s n o t  r e c e iv e  a  s t a m p  n o te d  in  
t h e  l is t ,  h e  sh o u ld  c o n s u lt  th e  s ld n  p r e fix e d  to  
It. w h i c h  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  e x p la in  t h e  m a tte r .

PLEASE NOTE THESE SISN8  CAREFULLY.
IT, XosanteDistdratioB complete

-■IMMDutioo as yet incomplete.
♦■Former topply received sad diatributiaa now 

completed.
(■Forth* supply received, hot dittribntion still in

complete.
T y fet re fer  / .  ilhatrm H.ru in t u r  cu rrent CaimUgu*.

Tie numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number of G .S . W . in which reference was 
aaado to that country in this cdoma.

N O T E .

The face value of each stam p is 
indicated in brackets in pence and  
decimals (tenths) of a  penny.

HOLLARED. (HO)
D i R tty Ur issue. Overprinted in black as Postage Dues,

* c. on r 
i  c. ,

take

to c . , 12* c. ,
( «5 C ,

*5 c. , 50c. , 
>!•>

( . I d o l
(a d A  
( 3d.).

, (.Sd.).
I c., vermilion (id.).
\c. (1.3d.).

it (a-5d-).
, vermilion (3d.).

bine (Sd ).
1 „  (tod.).
. „  (»*. 8d.).

R EW  Z E A L A N D .  <1«)
Wmk, N Z  and Star, Per/. 14.

| 3d. 1 brown (small six*).
| 8d., steel-blue.

Postage Due. Wmk. H Z  and Star, Perf. 14̂  New shade. 
* ad., red and yellow-green.

NORTHERN N IG E R IA . (120)
King, Multiple, Chalky.

*  *d«i pnrplc and green.
* 6d., „  violet.
* is., green ana black.

P A R A Q U A T .
Lien type, dated >904. Per/, zx* or 11* 6* 13. 

t c.| vermilion (,jd.).
5 Ce* yeUOW (.Sde).

10 c., emerald-green (td.). 
so bistre-brown (ad.).

Government Building type.
r p.; black and ovange-browh (9.3d.). 

Provisionals. A s above, but surcharged h a b il it a d o  s n  
5 c x n t a v o s  in black.

5 C. on a c.p vermilion (.td.).
$  c . 00 a c., olive-green (.$d.X

• BOYPT.
1907. Semico. Overprinted O.H.H.S. s. d.

5 piastres, slate . . . . . 3 0
5 „  slate . . . .  used o 8

GREAT BRITAIN.
1887-91. /. R. Official. Queen's Head. 

a*d., purple on blue . , , , used o 9

NEWFOUNDLAND.
1890-7. Queen’s Head. Type 9.

13 c.| browQ.lake (No. 65) . t .used  a o

NORTH BORNEO.
Cat. No. Various issues. Revised prices.

36 . Ss, mauve cancelled to order 4 0
87 . i io ,  brown ,, 5 0
86 . 5 S» mauve tl 5 0
86. $to, brown . , 6 6
89. »o c., on i t ,  scarlet • 0 5
90. 30 c., on i t ,  1, 0 6
91. 40 C , on $1, „ »« 0 8

124. IOC., b b it is h  p r o t e c t o r a t e *1 0 4
126. 16 c. „  „ n 0 4
129. 95 c. „  „ ** 0 6
180. soc. „  1, * »» 0

190s. Postage Due. Revised prices.
318. a c.p black and green cancelled to order o a
314. 3 c., olive-green and dull purple „  o a
815. 4 c., black and carmioe „  o a
316. 5 c., black and oraoge.vermilion ,, • a
317. 6 c.» black and deep brown . „  o a
818. 8 c.. black and brown »» n a
820. 18 Co, black and green . „  ’ 0 4
321. 94 c.» Blue and red .  „ 0 4

PARAGUAY.
1907. Type 39. New colours.

t c., vermilion 
5 c., yellow

10 c., emerald-green .
20 c., bistre-brown .
30 c.| grey . . . .
60 c., chocolate . •

1907. View 0/ Government Building 
1 peso, black and orange-brown

o t 
o a 
o a 
o 3 
o 5 
e  5

« 3

1907. Overprinted h a b i l i t a d o  b n  5 c b n t a v g s .
S c. on a Cot fed . . . , , . 0 2
SC. on a c.« green . . • » . o a

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
190s. Type aj. Reduced price.

3d., olive-green (No. 807) . . .used 6 0

4 m., red end brown

SUDAN,
tpoj. Type a.

. u f t d  o a

TASMANIA
X907. Pictorial issue, Wmk. Crown A , 

and 11 compound»
id., rose-red (No. 220b) . •
ad., violet (No. 220b) .  ,

Perf. ia*

.  7 
• 7

VICTORIA.
1905-6. Wmk. Crown A .

9<L, brown Ub-rose . . ♦ used o 6
is-, oraage .  ,  • . „ o 8

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D .,  391 S T R A N D , L O N D O N . 
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GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

Philatelic Societies*
C ity  of London P h ilate lic  Society

President i W. 8. Edwards, B.8C.
Hon. 8oc. i  Jam ** 1. Eastwood, 169 farm s Park 8*ad,

Crouoh End, London, N.
Hastings! 14 Broad Strsst Place, London, E.C.
Annual Bubeoription, 2s. 6d.

A very successful opening meeting of this Society was 
held on Wednesday, 16 October, 1907, at the headquarters. 
Mills' Restaurant, 14 Broad Street riace, E.C., and was 
very well attended.

The Hon. Treasurer presented the balance sheet for the 
year ending 30 September, 1907, which showed a balance 
of £9. is. 9d. in band.

Tfaie Hon. Secretary announced the following resigna
tions: Messrs. J. R. W. Clarke, Arbroath ; A. Conquest, 
Hastings; O. Marsh, Norwood; E. A. Smart, Peckham; 
and the Rev. R. W. Menzies, Barbados.

Nine new members were elected; Mrs. Barlow Webb, 
Dr. W. H. Payne, J. A. Leon, Esq., b . a . ,  E. Gower, 
F. E. Pierpoint, L. W. Couch, A. v. Edwards, H. M. 
Williams, Norman Turner.

The following donations to the Society's library were 
announced:—

The Herts Philatelic Society’s Monthly Report from 
Franz Reicbenheim, Esq.

Stamp Collectors' Annual, from Messrs. Chas. Nissen
and Co,

Stanley Gibbons Catalogue, 2907 (Part 11). 1903 (Part 
I), 1904 (Part 1), various odd numbers of the Monthly 
Philatelic Adviser, West-End Philatelist, Morley's Phila
telic Journal, and Mr. Fred },WL*\v\\\*'%Siamfiso/Haytl, 
from Mr. Edwards; and 114 numbers of Monthly Journal, 
including five complete volumes, from Mr. T. G. Arnold.

In his presidential address, Mr. Edwards first dealt with 
Philately generally. He pointed out that last season had 
been a rather slack one from a philatelic standpoint. This 
he opined was largely due to the fact that there, were no 
philatelic exhibitions and no new catalogues published.

The second part of the address had reference to various 
matters connected with the Society in particular. As to 
the membership of the Society, he mentioned the aim of 
the Committee and himself to have to record at the end 
of the present season that the roll had reached the " cen
tury.” He was still of opinion that members did not take 
sufficient advantage of the Exchange Section, and urged 
contributors to send in sheets of good-class stamps more 
regularly. The library, so ably conducted by Mr. A. H. 
Harris, could be patronized more, especially by those mem
bers who specialize in certain countries.

The President hoped to see the monthly and intermediate 
meetings more numerously attended in the coming season, 
especially as the Society was now quite M at home " in its 
spacious head-quarters. For the benefit of those London 
members who have not as yet visited the Society's meet
ing-place, Mr. Edwards drew attention to the fact that at 
this restaurant members were able to partake of very excel
lent fare at very reasonable and popular prices. Stress was 
laid on this, as he thought many members might have re
frained from attending the meetings in case of a large out
lay being required from them for refreshments.

The final item of the programme was a general display 
of Philatelic Novelties and Curiosities, and this proved 
to be a very entertaining subject.

Dundee 6  District Philatelic Society
I n our report of the above Society published 3 November, 
1907, we inserted the name of “ Wallace Badley’’ as Presi
dent. This was an error; we are told the name should 
be "  George Martin.”

Ju n ior Philatelic 8 ociety
B r ig h to n  B r a n c h

Hon. 8so. 1 J. cirfM i-5pe*aat 22  Denmark Terrace, Brighton.

The opening mettinf of the new season was held on 
•4 Octooer, when, owing to the unavoidable absence of the 
President, a display was given by Mr. Ireland, the remainder 
,qf the evening oefng occupied In the discussion of matters 
connected witn the coming season.

After the reading or the minutes, Rev. H. C. Bond, Mr. 
W. Cyril Owen, Mr. C. Cranbrook-Smith, and Mrs. 
Drysdale were elected members.

The Chairman proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Clark for his further generous donations to the library, 
which was seconded by Mr. Markwick and carried unani
mously.

The Chairman also read a letter from Mr. Melville regard • 
ing the Exhibition of Imperial stamps wbicb the parent 
Society is holding next March, expressing the hope that all 
the Brighton members would be present on that occasion.

Liverpool Philatelic Society
Hon. Secretary 1 A. S. Allender, 71 Canning Street, Liverpool.
M eetings: Hotel St. George, Lime Street, Liverpool.

The third meeting of the session was held at the Hotel 
St George, when between sixty and seventy members 
and friends assembled, under the chairmanship of the 
President, to bear a lecture by the Hon. Secretary on 
"The Secret Marks of the Stamps of Europe.” Mr. 
Allender selected the countries and cities of Switzerland, 
Bremen, Oldenburg, Hamburg, and Denmark, pointing out 
on the excellent lantern-sliae illustrations the various 
marks which determine the genuineness of the stamps. 
The lecture was clear and precise, and was well received by 
the numerous attendance, and a hearty vote of thanks was 
passed to the Hon. Secretary. Later a display by the 
members of stamps of Brazil, Gambia, Gibraltar, Hawaii, 
Haytt, Lagos, and Spain attracted deep attention. Excel
lent collections were shown. Altogether the evening was a 
great success.

M anchester P h ilate lic  Society
President:  W. 0 . Bockton.
Hon. Secretary G. f .  H. Qtboon, Fairfield, CmmpsaJI.

At the meeting of the Manchester Philatelic Society on 
t8 October a lantern exhibition, "  Illustrating Some Phases 
of Philately,” was given. Mr. W. D. Beckton explained 
by means of slides "  the construction of a stamp.” He 
showed how, by taking as a basis the portrait of Washing
ton on the United States bank-notes, the engraven were 
able to prepare a plate and issue what are known as the 
New York Postmaster stamps at very short notice. In a 
similar manner Mr. I. J. Bernstein gave the history of our 
penny postage stamp from the first stamp issued, dm one 
penny, black, of Queen Victoria, down to the present King's 
Head. Mr. G. F. H. Gibson then followed with a number 
of slides to illustrate the varieties of types that exist on one 
plate, notably the Sydney Views. Zurich six rappen, and 
many others. Mr. J. H. Abbott drew attention totbe coo 
stant watchfulness that most be maintained by philatelists 
against the wiles of forgers, and showed some well-known 
forgeries o d  the screen alongside the genuinestamp, point
ing out the differences. Mr. J. S. Gee described the Mul- 
ready envelope, also the caricatures of it by John Leech 
and others, which hastened the withdraws] of this very 
artistic design. The exhibition was brought to a close with 
a series of most beautiful slides in colour photography 
prepared by Mr Bert Beckton in the San get-Shepherd 
three-colour process. The set of stamps of Queen Victoria,

fihotographed in their original colours, showed there is a 
uture for this process in Philately.

T ran sv aa l Philatelic Society
At the fortnightlr meeting held o d  3 4  September at 
Trust Buildings, the President in the chair, there was a 
remarkable display of stamps of British East Africa- Mr. 
Leo Mayer showed two complete issues of Uganda proper, 
as well as the complete issues of "East Africa and 
Uganda Protectorates.” His gems, however, were in 
B.E.A. proper, and included the general issues complete 
except for four "pieces.” Mr. A. J. Cohen’s exhibit was 
also very fine, including the general issues practically 
complete, ana mostly in mint condition to the highest 
values Mr. J. C. Hand and Mr. Henderson also showed 
a fairly representative lot of B.E. A.



NOW READY NOW READY
T h e fo llo w in g  P o p u la r  P a c k e ts  o f

FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS.
A ll th e S ta m p s contained  in  th e following' P a c k e ts  a re  w arran ted  abso lu tely  genuine, 

free from  reprints. T h e y  are  a lso  in  good condition and perfect.
These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is 2\d. fo r every 
loo Stamps. The amount required fo r postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added when remitting.

N E W  A N D  IM P R O V E D  P A C K E T S  O F  U N U S E D  S T A M P S .
N o. 12.—T h e  S ix p e n n y  P a c k e t  o f  U nused S tam p s contains 12 varieties, including Canton, Labuan 

(Greece, I lepton), Tunis, Monaco, Porto Rico, obsolete 2$d. Cyprus, North Borneo, and Mauritius. All 
different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 7d.

N o. 14.—T h e  T w o  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f F ren ch  C olonial S ta m p s contains 25  varieties, used and 
unused, including Obock, Reunion, Trinidad, Hong Kong, Martinique, Guadeloupe, and others rare. 
Post-free, 2/1.

No. 15.—T h e  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f U nused S tam p s contains 20 varieties, including obsolete id. Cyprus, 
Liberia, Barbados, Newfoundland, Nyassa, Bhopal, Siam , Angra, Bundi, Jam aica, rare Ceylon envelope, 
provisional Italy , Mexico, Holland, Shanghai, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, l/l.

No. 17.— T h e  T w o  Sh illin g  P a c k e t  o f  R u ssian  L o ca l S ta m p s (Government issues) contains 20 
varieties, including obsolete and rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/t.

N o. 18.—T h e  H alf-crow n P a c k e t  o f U nused S tam p s contains 40  varieties, including, amongst others, 
Sirtuoor, Tolima, Cashmere, Guatemala, Dutch Indies, United States, India 9 pies envelope, Bulgaria, 
Macao, Uruguay, Nicaragua, United States of Colombia, Alwar, British South Africa, Spain (head of 
Liberty), South Australia, Cyprus, Cuba 1888, Travancore, San Marino, Bechuanaland, Roumania, Malta, 
Greece, &c. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/7.

N o. 2 0 .— T h e  F iv e  S h illin g  P a ck e t o f  R a re  U n u sed  S ta m p s contains 60  varieties, including the 
following uncut envelopes: Ceylon, Canada, and E g y p t; also adhesives: Guatemala, British Guiana 
provisional I c . , Newfoundland, Federated M alay Slates, Labuan, United States, Shanghai, Sandwich Isles, 
Martinique, Alwar, Johor, obsolete Tolima, Perak, provisional Ceylon, provisional W est Australia, Cyprus, 
Argentine, Mexico Porte de Mar, Granada Confederation, Cashmere Service, Brunswick, Swiss newsband, 
Chili, Bechuanaland, Finland, Jhalaw ar, Porto Rico, Belgium, provisional Norway, Spain, British Honduras, 
Greece, Chefoo and provisional Straits Settlements, and many others. All different, and warranted genuine, 
Post-free, 5/1.

N o. 21.—T h e  F iv e  S h illin g  P a c k e t  o f  R u ssian  L o ca l S ta m p s (Government issues) contains 40 
varieties, including many obsolete and rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 5/t.

N o . 22 .— T h e  F o u r Pound P a c k e t  o f  R a re  U nused S ta m p s  contains 500 varieties, including, amongst 
others scarce and obsolete, Alwar, Angola, Antioquia, scarce Argentine, Axores, Bavaria return letter labels, 
obsolete Belgium, Bermuda, Bhopal, Bolivia, Brazil, British Guiana, Brunswick, Bulgaria, Cape of Good 
Hope, Cashmere, Ceylon, Chili, Colombia, Cyprus, Ecuador, Egypt, Faridkot, French Colonies, Greece. 
Guatemala, Guinea, Honduras, provisional Italy, Japan, Luxemburg, Macao, Mauritius, set o f 3 Mexico, 
1864, Monaco, Mozambique, Newfoundland, set o f 4 Nicaragua, Borneo, Persia, Peru, Porto Rico, Philippine 
Islands, Portugal, Jh ind , Roumania, Russia, S t. Thomas, Salvador, San  Marino, Servia, Seychelles, Soruth, 
Spain, Perak, set o f Swiss, unpaid Tunis, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuela, Western Australia, Zululand, Sudan, 
Natal, Newfoundland, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, £4.

N o w  R e a d y ,  1 /• e a c h ,  p o s t- fr e e , 1/1 . THE IM PERIAL PACKETS OF RARE

Used and Unused Foreign Postage Stamps.
T h e  on ly  p o ck ets issued th a t  a re  en tirely  d ifferent from  each  o th er.

E a c h  co n ta in s T w e n ty  V arie ties, a ll W a rra n te d  G enuine.

N o. 3 0  contains Azores, provisional M acao, Japan 2  sen, Cuba, Cyprus (obsolete), Brazil, Philippine, 
provisional Ceylon, Roumania, Bavaria 50  p f., India surcharged H .M .S ., Bhopal, Argentine, and other good 
stamps.

N o. 31 contains H ayti, Portuguese Indies, Egypt (1879), Ecuador, Bechuanaland, China, South Australia
O .S ., official Ita ly , Cape o f Good Hope, Madagascar, Corea, and other good stamps.

N o. 3 2  contains Zululand, Turkey, Brazil, Dutch Indies, Bhopal, Swan River, Sweden (unpaid), Western 
Australia, Faridkot, Swiss (unpaid), Greece, Jam aica, Transvaal, British Guiana, and other good stamps.

N o. 3 3  contains Saraw ak, provisional Mauritius, surcharged Peru, Monaco, Transvaal, India Service 2 annas, 
Straits Settlements, Sandwich Isles, South Australia, Chili, Argentine, New Guinea, and other good stamps.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D ,  3 9 1  S T B A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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S T A N D A R D  G U I D E S  F O R  

S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R S .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S

P R IC E D  CATALO G U E of the 
Postage Stam ps of the World.
V o l. I. G r e a t  B r ita in  a n d  C o lo n ies.

Price, post-free, 2/9.

V o l. I I .  T h e  R e s t  o f  t h e  W o rld .
Out of print.

T H E  “ ID E A L ” 
PERFO RAT IO N  GAUGE.

Can be carried in the pocket, and stamps measured 
without removing them from the album.

Price 7d. post-free.

G U M M E D  
ST A M P  MOUNTS.

The “  S.G .”  Stamp Mounts, in tin boxes, per 1000, 
7d. post-free.

Better quality, in three sixes, per 1000,
1/- post-free.

S T A M P S  AN D  
ST A M P  CO LLECT IN G .

B y M ajor E . B. EVANS.
The Young Collector is frequently perplexed by 

the meaning of the various terms used in stamp 
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these will 
be found in this book.
Price a/9 in Paper Cover, or 4/3 stro n gly  

bound in C loth.

T W E E Z E R S
F o r H a n d lin g  a n d  S o r t in g  S ta m p s .

No. 1.— Blunt ends, post-free, 3/7.
No. 3.— Round ends, post-free, 2/1.
No. 3.— Pointed ends (in use in our offices, and 

highly recommended), post-free, 3/1.A COLOUR D ICTIONARY.
B y  B. W . W ARH U RST.

Specially prepared for stamp collectors, and Ulus* 
trated in fifty-eight colours.

Price 3/8 in Paper Cover, or 4/8 bound 
in C loth.

ST A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  
HANDBOOKS. inBS l

t. d. s. d,.
Portuguese India . . 4 9 . 6 3  
South Australia . - 7 9 - 9 9  
Shanghai . - 5 3 . 7 9  
Saint Vincent. . . 5 3 . 7 9  
Barbados . . 7 9 . 10 9 
Reprints . . . . 4 3 . 5 9  
Grenada . . * 7 9 . 9 9  
Sicily . . . . 31 5 . 30 5

T H E  S T A M P  COLLECTOR.
B y BACON &  H ARDY.

A ll about Collecting— its Origin and Development, 
History in Stamps, the Stamp Market, kamous 
Collections, List of Philatelic Societies, etc. etc.

24J Illustration, 294 pages.
Price 4/10 post-free. “ M Y  D U P L IC A T E S ”

R E PR IN T S.
B y E. D. BACON.

Will be found of the greatest use to collectors, and 
explains how to detect reprints and official imitations 
from genuine stamps.

Price 4/3 in Paper Cover, or 5/9 bound 
in Cloth.

A small but handy pocket-book, with slips to 
contain duplicates cr new purchases. Very useful. 

P ost-free, 1/1.

A  la r g e r  P o c k e t  C o lle c t in g -B o o k ,

with large pocket at back and patent fastening 
on flap.

P ost-free 2/7.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ^  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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T H E  I D E A L  A L B U M .
4

2 0 0  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S , a ll  d iffe re n t,  
p re s e n te d  f r e e  w ith  e a c h  Id e a l A lb u m .

O n  th e insid e o f  th e  front cover there is a  p erm anent lin en  pocket for d uplicates, and in th is 
p o ck et th e above p ack et o f  S tam p s will be  placed  in th e first 4000  Id eal A lbum s.

LEVABTs.

(H i

mS’m -S- S—

[i !j

n m
-  s i r  i i

—

■ * l
g B ■* t

E ■
___UBEB1A _________

a. A  A  A» A

- * - - * a
I t
m

i a * - * *

| f>. J a  s, a  &  A

IB-. S l l B i

600 pages, Slse—9JxtlJ  inches. 6,200 Illustrations.

A L L  T H E  W O R L D  IN  O N E  V O L U M E .
F o r  som e y ea rs  p ast w e hav e h ad  a  g rea t dem and for a  sim ple A lbu m , fully illustrated, with a  
square for ea ch  S tam p , an d  om itting  all m inor varieties, and w e trust th a t co llectors and  th e trad e 
will b e  p leased  with th is  ou r la te s t production.

I t  is essen tia l th at an  A lbum  o f  th is d escrip tion  should b e  in  one volum e, an d  in  ord er to  m ake 
th is p ossib le  w e have h ad  to  print it upon both  sides o f  the p ap er and to  rig id ly  cu t down varieties.

W ith  th e aim  before us o f  producing a  b o o k  to  suit th e g rea t bu lk  o f  general co llectors, we 
have, a fter m uch consid eration , d ecided  to  lim it T h e  I d e a l  A l b u m  to  th e Postage Stamps of the 
World, and  to  om it a ll su ch  v arieties a s  P o sta l F isca ls , O fficial or S e rv ice  S tam p s, P ostag e  D ue 
or U np aid  L e tte r  S tam p s, e tc . e tc . *

T h is  A lbum  is  arranged strictly alphabetically— th u s V ath y  will be  found u n d er th e  V ’s and not 
in F re n ch  C o n su lar O ffices, A itu taki under th e A ’s  an d  not a fte r  New Zealand, e tc . etc.

I D E A L  I .— On 'extra stout paper, strongly bound in cloth, artistically designed 
' couer in assorted colours, sprinkled edges, gold lettered on back, 600 pages.

P r ic e ,  p o st> free , U .K . ,  1 0 / 7 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
I D E A L  I I .— As last, but INTERLEAVED to prevent any chance of Stamps 

rubbing, and in superior and stronger binding.
P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K .,  1 5 / 1 0 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .

I D E A L  I I I .— Sumptuously bound in half-morocco, gilt edges and lettering, 
and INTERLEAVED as Ideal II.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K . ,  2 5 / 9 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
I d e a l  N o s. i . and  n .  ca n  b e  supplied bound  in  blue, g reen , o r  red.
I D E A L  N o . I I I . ,  bound  in  h a lf  red  o r g reen  m orocco only .

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C*



Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

F o r  a ll C lasses o f  P ostage S tam p Collectors.
(P R O FU S E LY  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

No. 22, Vol. VL
( W h o le  N o . 152).

30 NOVEMBER, 1907. O n e  P en n y .

Qontent  s,
1. COUNTRIES OF THB WORLD: 

Paridkot. By W. Percy Barnsdall .

Special Bargains
337 For 8.S.W . Readers.

>. TOPICAL NOTES. By Charles J. Phillips

3. BRITISH STAMPS USED ABROAD.
' By I. J. Bernstein and Charles Ntssen.
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PACKETS OF STAMPS
No.
7. zoo, all different

Post-frae 
a. d.
2 I

8 . ZOO 99 rarer . s  *
9. 200 » rare . s  *

68. 500 It • • 4  *
67. 1000 H • • IS 0
68. ISOO 99 e 4 35 0
69. 2000 99 do 0
69a. 3000 99 • s 170 0
69b. 4000 99 e • 280 0

T
Thane P A C K B T i soatelm stamps la PtNB 

CONDITION, end era andoabtadty tba bant value 
offend by any stamp dealer.

1 8 9 4 .
P IC T O R IA L  S T A M P S .

1 c., lilac and black.
2 c., blue ,,
3 c., ochre ,,
5 c., blue-green and black.
6 c., brick-red ,,
8 c., carmine ,,

12 c., orange-vermilion and black. 
18 c., olive and black.
24 c., dull lilac ,,

T h e  a b o v e  s ta m p s a re  ca n ce lled  
to  order.

SPE C IA L BARGAIN PR IC E
F o r t h e  fo il  n et o f  N in e,

2 8 . ,  p o s t - f r e e .

STANLEY GIBBONS LIMITED
HEAD  O F F IC E : 391 STRAND. LONDON. W.C.

NEW  YORK i ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS, INC., I»S BROADW AY.



T H E  I D E A L  A L B U M .
2 0 0  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S , a ll  d iffe re n t, 
p re s e n te d  f r e e  w ith  e a c h  Id e a l  A lb u m .

O n  th e  insid e o f  th e  front co v er th ere  is a  perm an ent lin en  p ock et for d uplicates, an d  in th is 
pocket th e  abo v e p a ck et o f S tam p s will b e  p laced  in th e  first 40 0 0  Id e a l A lbum s.

6 0 0  pace,. Size—8 JX111 Inches. 5 ,2 0 0  Illustrations.

A L L  T H E  W O R L D  IN  O N E  V O L U M E .
F o r  som e years p ast we have had a g rea t dem and for a sim ple A lbum , fully illustrated, with a  
square for each Stam p, and om itting  all m inor v arieties, and we trust th at co llectors and  th e  trad e 
will b e  p leased  with th is our la test production.

I t  is essential that an Album  o f  this descrip tion should be in one volum e, and in order to  m ake 
th is p ossible we have had  to print it upon both sides o f  the paper an d  to rigidly cu t down varieties.

W ith  th e aim before us o f  producing a  book  to suit the g rea t bulk  o f general co llectors, we 
have, a fter m uch consid eration, d ecided  to lim it T h e  I d e a l  A l b u m  to th e Postage Stamps of the 
World, and to om it a ll such varieties as P osta l F isca ls , O fficial or Serv ice  Stam p s, P o stag e  D u e 
or U npaid  L etter S tam p s, e tc . etc . *

T h is  A lbum  is arranged strictly alphabetically— thus V ath y  will b e  found un der th e V ’s and  not 
in F re n ch  Consular O ffices, A itutaki under the A ’s and  not a fter New  Zealand, e tc . etc.

ID E A L  I  .— On extra stout paper, strongly bound in doth, artistically designed 
cover in assorted colours, sprinkled edges, gold lettered on back, 600 pages.

P r ic e ,  p o st> free , U .K .,  1 0 / 7 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
ID E A L  I I .— As last, but INTERLEAVED to prevent any chance of Stamps 

rubbing, and In superior and stronger binding.
P r ic e ,  p o st« fre e , U .K ., 1 5 / 1 0 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .

ID E A L  I I I .— Sumptuously bound in half-morocco, gilt edges and lettering, 
and INTERLEAVED as Ideal II.

P r ic e ,  p o s t-f re e , U .K . ,  2 5 / 9 ;  a b ro a d , e x t r a .
ID E A L  N os. I. and I I .  can  b e  supplied bound in  blue, g reen , or red.
ID E A L  N o. I I I . ,  bound in h a lf  red o r g reen  m orocco only.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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1 8 9 4 .

P I C T O R IA L  S T A M P S .
1 c., lilac and black.
2 c., blue ,,
3 c., ochre ,,
5 c., blue-green and black.
6 c., brick-red „
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18 c., olive and black.
24 c., dull lilac „ ,

The above stamps are cancelled 
to order.
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2 s . ,  p o s t - f r e e .
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Editorial Dotes
Editorial Communications.—AU com m unications 

intended for the E ditor should be addressed to 
T h e  E ditor, G , S , W .t

3 9 1  Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.— T h e  E ditor regrets that he has 
■ 0 tim e for direct correspondence. A ll letters re
quiring a rep ly  w ill b e  desdt with under the head 
o f  “ A nsw ers to  Correspondents.”

Examination of Stam ps.— O w in g  to the great 
num ber o f  forgeries bein g offered for sale b y  un
scrupulous persons, a grea t portion o f  our time 
is taken up with the expert exam ination o f  sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added m argins 
and corners, and the scores o f other tricks, that are 
resorted to b y  the faking fraternity.

A s this exam ination can b e  done only b y  e x 
perts, whose time is valuable, w e have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will b e  as follow s : is . per stamp, p ostage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases w here special kn ow ledge 
is necessary, e .g . exam ination o f U .S . grilles or

Italian postmarksi additional tim e w ill ba required 
to allow  o f such stam ps b e in g  sent to  the recog
nized exp erts  abroad, l

T h e  stamps should be sent lig h tly  fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion o f  the desired inform ation.

T h e  fo llow ing abbreviations are used in g iv in g  
an opinion s— B . B ogus, i.e. never e x is te d ; F. 
F o rg e d ; G . G en u in e; G .F . Stam p genuine, sur
ch arge forged ; R , R ep rin t; W . W aterm ark.

Sabscriptlons.— Subscriptions must b e  sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front p age o f 
cover, or to  booksellers or railw ay bookstalls, but 
never to  the Editor. '

Covers for Binding Volumes.— O ur publishers are 
now prepared to su p p ly  special covers for binding 
the num bers of V o l. V  o f  Gibbons Stam p W eekly 
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d ., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.— V o l. IV . June to D ecem ber, 
1906. 4 1 4  p ages, 4 s. 9 d., post-free. V o l V .
January to 'June, 19 0 7 . 42 8  p ages, 4 s. 9 d .,
post-free.

Gibbons Stam p W eekly
A  popular W eekly Stam p Journal for the  

general collector, and more especially for 
beginners and young collectors*

W E E K L Y  C O N T E N T S .
T h e  C ountries o f  the W o rld . B y  W . P . B am sdall. 
Portraits on Stam ps. B y  Bosw ell Junior.
N ew  Issues. W ritten  up to  date and fu lly  illus

trated. B y  Frank Phillips.
M iscellaneous Item s o f  N ew s and Facts.
T o p ica l N otes. B y  Charles J. Phillips.
M Om nium  Gatherum .'* B y  Philologos.
Philatelic Societies’ R eports.
T h e  Stam p M arket. A  chat on Prices.
Special F oreign  and Colonial Correspondence. 
A nsw ers to  Correspondents.

PR E P A ID  SU B SC R IPTIO N S must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
ta months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3  m onths is . 8d. 40 c . fc . 2 .00 m. t.70

6 „ 3s- 3d- 80 c . fc. 4 .00 m. 3*35
ia  „ 6s. 6d. $1 .60 fc . 8 .00 m. 6.50

In G rea t Britain it  w ill be cheaper for our 
readers to  order G . S . W . from  th eir nearest 
N ew sa gen t or Stationer, o r  from the Railw ay 
Bookstall. T h is  w ill save postage, and the paper 
w ill b e  delivered  flat, instead o f  folded as it would 
be if  posted.

The m on th ly  Journal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS

T h e  M onthly Jo u rn a l is chiefly intended for Stam p 

C ollectors w ho are fath er advanced.

T h e  ch ie f features are—

1 st.— A  series o f  entirely O riginal A rticles b y  
th e  lea d in g  Philatelic W rite rs  o f  the d ay on 
all subjects o f  interest to  Stam p Collectors.

and.— A  special and  most carefu lly  eom piled list 
o f  all N ew  Issues, D iscoveries, M inor V arie
ties, etc.

'S U B S C R I P T I O N :  2/- p e r  A n n u m .
A ll Subscriptions m ust be prepaid , a n d  commence 

w ith the first num ber 0/ a volum e. Collectors toko 
subscribe now w ill receive the back num bers o f the 
current volum e.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C,
<
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T h e  most popular A lb u m  
e v e r  p u b lis h e d  is  

adm itted to be
PORTABLE CASES

T O  H O L D  T H E  S E T  O F

T h e  I M P E R I A L

It extends to three fine volum es. 
The size of the pace is 8f  x i t  inches. 
On the left-hand page is a  full, illu s
trated, descriptive catalogue, and on 
the right are numbered spaces for 
the stam ps comprised in the catalogue  
opposite. .

VOL. I.—STAMPS OF BRITISH
EM PIR E .

YOL. II.—STAMPS OF EUROPE
A N D  COLONIES, & POSSESSIONS  
OF E U R O P E A N  STATES.

VOL. I l l —FO R EIG N  COUN
T R IE S , E X C E P T  EU R O PE AND  
IT S POSSESSIONS.

Vol. I.—Croat Britain and Colonies.
526 pages. About 1800 illustrations.

No. 5,—Cloth, gilt lettered, 10/-; post-free, 10/9.
No. 7 .— Half-bound, gilt edges, IS /-; post-free, 15/9.
No. 8.—Half-bound, green morocco, gilt edges, 95/-; 

post-free, 96/-
No. 9 .— Half-bound, fioest green Levant morocco, bevelled 

edges, patent expanding lock, 60/-; post-free, 61/-

IMPERIAL STAMP ALBUMS

IN  response to the request for a stroog case In 
1  which to keep the Set of Three Volumes of 
IMPERIAL STAM P ALBUMS, w e have Introduced 
the above. It is  made of best solid hide, lined with 
balse, with handle for carrying. It will bo found 
Indispensable, both for preserving the covers of the 
Albums and keeping dust from the Stamps, also fo r 
carrying one's collection to Philatelic Meetings and 
friends* bouses. Space Is allowed for Vols. I. and llT 
Stamp Catalogue. It has a  double*action Lever 
Lock fastening, and affords that absolute privacy 
which cannot be attained w ith ordinary locks 
fastened on the books themselves.

Yol. II.—Stamps of Europe and its  
Colonies and Possessions.

544 pages. 1700 illustrations.
No. 65.— Cloth, 19 / .; post-free, 19/9.
No. f ft ,— Half-bound, 1 7 /6 ; post-free, 18/3.
No. SB.— Half green morocco, 97/6: post-free, 98/8.
No. 8 a — Haif-bound, finest green Levant morocco, patent 

expanding Jock, 50/*; post-free, 61/-

Yol. III.—Foreign Countries, except 
Europe and its Possessions.

412 pages. 1500 illustrations.
No.'95.—Cloth, 10 / .; post-free, 10/9.
No. 9 7 .— Half-bound, 16/-; post-free, 15/9,
No. 99.— Half-bound, green morocco, 99/0; post-free,sa/3.
No. 9 a — Half.beund, finest green Levant monocco, patent 

expanding lock, 5 5 /.; poo-free, 46/9. Pries 30s. Carriage extra.

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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T h e  Actual Valuet

of your Stamps
IS GIVEN IN

STANLEY

GIBBONS

Pbiced Catalogoe

. P A R T  I I .

F O R E IG N  C O U N T R IE S .

R E A D Y  
A B O U T  

Decem ber 10th
Last year’s Catalogue comprised 576 pages. This 
year we have ADDED NEARLY 6 0  PAGES. 
The price,at 391 Strand remains 2s. 6d., as be
fore, but because of the increased weight, the price 

post-free will be

2sj_10d.
»

P r e p a id  o rd e rs  c a n  n o w  b e  b o o k e d .

BOOK EARLY,

A s  o rd e rs  w il l  b e  e x e c u te d  in  stric t ro ta tio n .

Part I. ia now  in the press, an d w ill  
be ready early in January.

PREPAID ORDERS can now be booked. 
Price as. 9d, post-free.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

15 c., blue (No. 38)

BEN IN * 
1894. Type 4«

D A H O M E Y .
1900-4. Type x.

used
s. d. 
« 4

xo c., rose-red (N o. 6)
X5 c., grey ( .» 7) . *

DOM IN ICA N  R E P U B L IC . 
1901-4. Type 32.

xo c., orange and lilac (No. 238) . •
h c., green and black ( ,, 306)

used

u sed

9 e., brown

1 socre, deep blue

( „  308) .
EC U A D O R .

Type 17. Reduced price.
used o 3

F R E N C H  CH IN A.
1904-5. Stamps 0/ Indo-China overprinted.

1 c., olive-green (N o. A 76) ’• ,  * used o 1

F R E N C H  C R E T E .
190a. Type 3.

15 c ,  pale red (No. C 7) • .  • used o 3
F R E N C H  G U IN EA .

* 190a. Type a.
9 c ., claret on straw (N o. 19)  . .  used o t

F R E N C H  S O M A L I C O A ST.
1903. Type 1.

4 c., red and black (N o. 34) . . used o 3

F R E N C H  SO U D A N . 
l«94- T y fi  3.

4 c.| purple-brown on grey . . used • 9
F R E N C H  Z A N Z IBA R .
190a. Type 6 surcharged.

3} a. on 35 c., blue (No. 257)  . . used o 8
G U A D E L O U P E .

Cat. No. Various issues. Revised prices,
95. x c. 1 black on azure . • used
96.
97.

100.
108.
110.
382 .
883.
385.

x c.| black on azure
9 c-y brown on buff . . „  o
4 c., purple-brown on grey . . „  o

15 c.t blue . . . „  o
5 c. , bright yellow-green * . ,, o

*5 C., grey . . . ,, o
x c. 1 black on azure . , „  o
9 c., claret on straw • , „  o
5 C., greeo . . . „  o

886. to c.» carmine « . . „  ©
387. x$c., mauve , , „ o

H A Y T I.
<907* Type x6 surcharged with types 17 and 18 in rod. 

x c. on 20 c., orange . , . . , 0
9 c. on 30 c., brown-lake . . * • . 0

H O I-H AO .
190a Stamps 0/ Indo-China overprinted. 

x c.| black on azure (No. A  801) • used o
4 c., purple-brown on grey 1 „  A  80S) , „ o
5 c., pale green ( ,, A 304) , ,, o

*5  c*» A  807) . „  o
95 c., black on rose ( „  A  809) . „  o

S O U T H E R N  N IG E R IA ,
1907. K ing's H ead. IVmk. M ultiple  C .A . 

id., carmine » . , * , o

T C H O N G K IN G .
X903-4. Stamps 0/ indo^Ckina overprinted.

4 c., purple-brown on grey , used 0
5 c ,  pale green . , . „  ©

YUNNAN-SHN.
1903-4. Stamps 0/ IndO'Cksna overprinted.

9 c .,  brown on buff . .  ,  used  o
4 c., purple.brown on grey * ,  o

T ----------------------------------------------------------------------!-------------------------------------------------- '-------------

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON. 

NSW YORK t STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, tgg BROADWAY.
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GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

Philatelic Societies
H erne B e y  Philatelic Society

Hen. Bee. .* T. F. Newton, 9  Promenade Cantrat, Herne Bay. 
T h e  fortnightly meeting o f the above Society was held on 
Wednesday, 30 October, at 8 Promenade Central, there 
being a  good attendance of members.

Mr. Christian Krauter read a  paper on "  British Stamps 
Used Abroad,” which was listened to with great interest. 
Mr. Krattter illustrated bis remarks with some fine speci
mens of the various postmarks be described, and at the 
conclusion o f the paper a  hearty vote o f  thanks was ac
corded him by those present.

H ull 6  E a st Riding  
Philatelic A ssociation

President:  R. W. Dewing.
Hen. Secretary : A. R. Hebblethwaite, 9 2  Park Grove, Hull.

A  l a r g e  number o f members assembled at Powolny’s 
Restaurant on Friday, x November, 1007, to hear Mr. G.
C . Storry's paper on British South Africa. Mr. Storry’s 
remarks were o f  a  most instructive character, and the 
interest was greatly enhanced b y  the very fine display o f 
the stamps in question which were banded round b y  the 
lecturer. Mr. S to n y  also brought his general collection, 
which was very much admired. T he collection is formed 
on simplified lines, but contains many great rarities.

T he President, in proposing a  vote o f  thanks to the 
lecturer, said be hoped that business claims would allow Mr. 
Storry to attend the meetings more regularly than he had 
been able to do in the past. T h e vote w as seconded b y  the 
Hon. Secretary, and carried unanimously. Mr. Storry 
suitably replied, and the meeting adjourned at 10.15.

Leeds Philatelic Society
Preeideeti W. V. Horten, F.R.P.8.L.
Hen, Bee rotary t C. W. Harding, 1 Marlborough Grove, Leede.
Meetings 1 Tuesdays, Leeds Institute, Coekrldgs Street.
AonuaJ Subserigthn; ft.

A  m ee tin g  o f this Society was held in the Leeds Institute 
on Tuesday, sq October, the President, Mr. W . V . Morten, 
being in the chair. The occasion was a  special one, as the 
Honorary President, Mr. M , P. Castle, bad sent for display 
his well-known collection o f Cape o f Good Hope stamps—  
far and aw ay the most complete in the country— so that 
there was a  large attendance. It had been the intention of 
Mr. Castle to b e present, but a  business engagement un
fortunately detained him in London, and the paper on the 
stamps was read b y  M r. E . Egly.

Much that is interesting could be written about the tri
angular stamps inscribed “ Cape o f Good H ope" with the 
emblematical figure o f  Hope, issued first in September, 
1853. but it will serve oar purpose best to describe a  few of 
the beautifiil gems contained in this unique collection, 
via.—

O f the issue o f 1853: unused shades o f the id ., brick- 
red. and a  used block of fo u r; and the 4d,. blue, unused, 
on blued paper; singles, pairs, and several blocks o f the 
td ., 4d., and 6d. on wnite paper, used and unused; several 
fine copies o f the fid., blue, and is., green, in shades, 
used and unused. T he "w o od b lo cks”  form the im
portant portion o f Mr. Castle’s collection, amongst which 
are the follow ing: mint pair o f the id ., red ; block o f foui'l 
id ., red, used ; three errors o f colour, 4d., red : the error 
id ., b lu e; five o f  the ad., blue, unused; pair o f <d., blue, 
u sed ; and the rarest o f all, the ad., dark blue, in mint state. 
There is only another unused copy of this latter known in 
this country, and it is in the possession o f Mr. W. Martello 
G ray, wbo also brought bis collection to the meeting. O f  the 
D e L a  Rue triangular stamps of 1863-4 there were many fine 
things in unused blocks o f four, six, and eight o f all values, 
and one block of twelve o f the id ., carmine-red, unused. 
O f the emerald-green is. there was a  superb unused pair. 
T he range o f shades was as complete as possible, and 
every stamp was faultless as regards condition and mar
gins, whether usdd unused. T he remainder o f the 
issues for this colony down to date was also shown, but 
naturally did not excite the attention they deserved, as 
b y  the time the triangular* had been seen every one was 
probably tired.

A  hearty vote o f thanks to Mr. C astle for having to 
generously sent his fine collection to Leeds was carried 
lu w tim o v ifi

Scottish Philatelic Society
Ju nior B ransh

President t N. H. Berrle.
Hen. Bee.: Frank Chalmers, 2 4  Bruntsfield Bardens, Edinburgh.
Meetings; Dowell’s kecme, Edinburgh.

T h e  monthly meeting o f  this Society was held in Dowell's 
Rooms, Edinburgh, on Saturday evening, a  November, 
when Mr. Percy Mercer, the Vice-President, presided over 
an attendance o f twenty-one members.

Four new ordinary members were admitted and one 
honorary member, Mr. E . J . Nanldvell.

T h e Secretary reported upon the sales from the packets 
in circulation, ana stated that the November packet 
went out# with forty-three sheets, value £143. is. ttd. 
(net), which was considered eminently satisfactory for a  
young society In Its second session.

T he Librarian reported donations to the library and 
stamp aod forgery collections o f  the Society from Mr. R . M. 
Stewart, the Hon. Secretary, and the Vice-Fh-esident.

T h e Chairman then called on the President, Mr. Norman 
M- Berne, to give an address on the stamps o f  Iceland. 
T he President gave a  full and very interesting account of 
the postal arrangements in Iceland both before and after 
96 February, 187s, when the island was first allowed by the 
Danish Government to issue stamps o f  its own. H e also 
explained at length the various issues and the necessity for 
them, and especially the temporary “  prir'* and 1 g il d i  
surcharges. T he paper was accompanied b y  a  display of 
M r. Bertie’s magnificent collection o f Icelandic stamps, 
whiclj w as examined w ith much interest, and evoked 
general admiration both on account o f  its extent and con
dition.

T h e mint blocks o f  the early skilling issue, now very 
difficult to get, were a  noticeable feature, as also was the 
wide range of the scarce varieties o f the 1897 and 1902-3 
issues, the inverted and double'surcharges ah a errors bring 
very rally represented. T he superb condition o f  the used 
specimens was matter o f  general comment. T he error in 
the K in g Christian issue was also a  point o f  interest.

In thanking the President for tbe treat be had given, the 
Chairman remarked that it was a  great privilege to nave 
an opportunity o f studying such an extensive collection of 
these interesting and comparatively little-known stamps, 
and the meeting awarded a very hearty vote o f thanks to 
Mr. Berne, which be suitably acknowledged. On tbe sug
gestion o f Mr. R. M, Stewart, Mr. Berrte allowed u s  
notes to be added to tbe library for future reference.

T ran svaal Philatelic Society
Hen. Sse.t H. V. Fowler, Bex 2 4 0 4 , Johannesburg.
President t 7. Hendereen, M.A.

T h e  promise o f  a fine exhibition drew many visitors to the 
last fortnightly meeting of this Society. Tbe display of tbe 
rare early Transvaals o f tbe First Republic, the First British 
Occupation, and tbe Second Republic (up to and including 
1883) included two of the finest collections in Johannesburg 
or South Africa- Mr. Leo M ayer showed a  remarkable 
array o f all these issues, including imperforate, fine rou
lette, wide roulette, pelure, and semi-pelure. Among bis 
inverted overprints were such gems as 171, 178, 199 of 
Gibbons. The Queen's H ead issue o f 1878 was shown 
complete, while the penny provisionals o f 1879 aod 1882-3 
issue were complete except 289, 291.

Mr. A . J . Cohen's early Transvaals were a  very fine lot, 
though not so highly specialised as Mr. M ayer’s. T hey in
cluded a  6d. imperf. and is. fine roulette (mint) o f 1870; 
id ., red, and id ., black, locally printed, 1870-3; 6d., blue, 
Maritrburg print, perf. ja$, 1874; id . and 6d. on pelure 
paper, 1875. O f the early stamps o f tbe First Occupation 
there were examples o f imperforate, inverted, roufetted, 
a  number o f  tbe wide and small and italic "  v .R .”  over
print, the Queen's Heads of 1878 complete, and repre
sentatives o f  the penny overprints o f 1870.

Holland formed the other exhibit Mr. Cohen showed 
nearly the whole issue in various shades and perfs. and 
many of the Unpaid series. Mr. Henderson’s Dutch 
collection was very complete, and included a long array of 
the Unpaid series, most of the blanks being Variety IV*



TWEEZERS FOR 
HANDLING STAMPS.

These are invaluable to every Philatelist 
They are of the best obtainable quality, with 

points very slightly milled, so as not to 
damage the Stamps.

They can be put into water without rusting, 
and can therefore be used in soaking Stamps.

No. I.— L a r g e  S i z e , b lu n t en d s, 5  in ch es lo n g . 
P ric e , p ost-free, 2 /7 ; a b ro a d , 3/-.

No. 2 .— S m a l l  S i z e , 4 }  in ches lo n g . N e w e st 
s ire , rou n d ed  en d s. P rice , p ost-free , 2/1 ; 
a b r o a d , 2/5.

No. 3 .— S m a l l  S i z e , 4S in ches. N e w e st s iz e , 
p oin ted  en ds. H ig h ly  recom m ended. P rice , 
p o st-free , 2 / 1 ;  a b r o a d , 2/5.

SURCHARGE MEASURER.

T hb accompanying illustration will give the best idea of what 
this is. It consists of a  pair o f needle-pointed spring com
passes, capable, by means o f an adjusting screw, o f  measuring 
with the greatest accuracy all surcharges up to 40 millimetres 
in length. In addition to the measure a  millimetre gauge is 
obtained b y running the head o f the screw along a piece of 
paper, a series of lines exactly a  millimetre apart being thus 
indented in the paper. For measuring surcharges on such 
stamps as N atal, Straits Settlements, dec., this will be found 
invaluable, and also in the detection of forgeries— a forgery or 
forged surcharge very seldom being exactly  the same size as the 
original. price, post-free, 7 \7 ; abroad, 7 /11.

POCKET.
MAGNIFYING GLASSES.

A fte r  examining some scores o f  different sorts, we have been 
able to get one combining the greatest power with the largest 
field obtainable for pocket use. These glasses are mounted 
in handsome vulcanite frames, and are very compact. There 
are two lenses in each, which may be used singly, or i f  a very 
strong power is desired, may be combined.

Price, post-free, 7 1 7 ; abroad, 8 /4 .

THE “ PHILATELISTS’ 
VADE MECUM”

(.SE CU R E D  B Y  L E T T E R S  P A T E N T ;

Is an entirely New and Original Invention for enabling 
Oolleetors to Mount Stamp* without handling them, and 

la a  multum In paroo of Philatello requisite*.

T T  consists o f a  pair of broad-headed flat metal tongs, one of 
*  which is fitted with a solid wedge. T he object o f this is to 
permit the free end of a mount held b y the tongs to be bent 
over, moistened, applied to the back of the stamp, and pressed 
down, and the monnt can then be released, the stamp lifted, 
th ep th fren d  o f  the mount moistened, and the stamp fastened 
thereby on the page. In the handle is inserted a glass o f high 
magnifying power. On one side o f the middle part is a  milli
metre scale (divided to half millimetres), and on the other a 
two-inch scale (divided to sixteenths), both accurately marked 
off. T he stamp can be firmly held along either scale by the 
tongs. T he tongs are made of solid nickel, polished, and fit 
into a  handsome velvet-lined case, the size o f which, when 
closed, is alightly leu than 6 inches long, si inches wide, and 
only i  inch tbioc. __ ______

NEW STAMP 
MAGNIFYING GLASS.

W b  have pleasure in bringing to the notice of 
our readers the N ew M agnifying Glass shown 
in the above illustrations. It is specially 
useful for the examination of stampsf to find 
out tbe plate-numbers and for the detection of 
forgeries in conjunction with the new edition 
of A lbum  Weeds. I t is nsed by placing the 
flat tide in contact with the stamp to be examined.

Price, w ith  owe oomplete, poet-free, 3/7; abroad, 3/9. Pries, post-free In Great Brftaln, S f l;  abroad, 6/-

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S , L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L O N D O N , W .C .
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G R E A T  B AR G AIN S IN SETS
PORTO RICO (U.S.).

/ 1899-1900. Stamps of the United States, surcharged
“ Porto Rico ” or “ Puerto Rico.”

Price,

i ,  2, 5 , 8, a n d  i o  c . (P o r to ), a n d  i  a n d  2 c .  (P u e rto ). po«-/r«.

S e t  o f  S e v e n , unused . . . . . . 2 0

MONTENEGRO.
1902. Postage Due and A.R. Stamps.

5, 10 , 2 5 , a n d  50  h ., a n d  1 k .,  a n d  2 5  h . ( A .R .) .

S e t  o f  S ix , unused .  . . 1 9

SE R YIA .
1881. Head of King Milan IV.

5, 10 , 20, 2 5 , a n d  50  p ., a n d  1 d in a r.

S e t o f  S ix , unused 0  1 0

HOLLAND.
1891, Head of Queen.

A  fin e  S e t o f  T h ir te e n  U s e d  S ta m p s o f  th e  C a ta lo g u e  v a lu e  o f  2/7 1 8

L ABU  AN COLONY.
1902-3.

1 c . to  S i .  F u ll  S e t  o f  T w e lv e  S ta m p s, c a n c e lle d  to  o rd er 4  6

CUBA, PORTO RICO, 
and PH ILIPPINES.

S e t o f  T w e n ty -o n e , unused .  . .  0

L is t  o f  n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  se ts  a n d  P a c k e ts  o f S ta m p s  
se n t p o st-fre e  o n  a p p lic a t io n  to

10

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n s  R e g i s t e r

W E  h a v e  m an y co llectio n s offered to  u s th at for on e reason o r  anoth er w e d o  n o t w ish  to  pur
ch ase , an d  w e  h a v e  therefore d ecid ed  to  op en  th is  Stamp Collections Register in  order to 
b rin g  u nd er th e  n o tice  o f  our 12,000 readers o f  th e  Stamp Weekly a n d  Monthly Journal 

th e  d ifferent p roperties th at m a y  b e  p laced  in ou r han ds. In  addition  to  p u blish in g th is  Register 
in o u r tw o p ap ers w e  sh all a lso  (w hen w e h ave  sufficient co llection s on  han d) issue th e  Register in 
pam p hlet form  an d  Send to  a  la rg e  n um ber o f  g o o d  buyers' w h o d o  n o t su bscribe  to  e ith er paper.

 ̂ T h e  fo llo w in g  w ill b e  th e  first con dition s th at m u st b e  ag re e d  to  w h en  w e enter a  collection
u pon this Register.

1st.— The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.— The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (£1. is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay ns a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.— Collections should be sent to 391, S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5th. — Collections m ay be inspected a t 391, S t r a n d ,  W.C.
6th.— The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.— Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.— No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.— Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps 
in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

Collection No. 13  hae been sold.

N o. 14. A  G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T IO N  O F

B r i t i s h  C o l o n i a l  S t a m p s

I N  I M P E R I A L  A L B U M ,  V o l.  I.  
C o n ta in in g  a b o u t 4 0 0 0  sta m p s, u n u se d  a n d  u se d .

The collection, which is almost exclusively a Victorian one, is particularly strong in 
the stamps of Great Britain, including the 2/- brown, 1 0 / - and £1  “Cross,” 5 / - ,  1 0 / - , and 
£  1 “Anchor” on both papers, £5  orange, later 2/6, 5 / - , and 10/- on both papers, £1 
violet “Orbs" and “Crowns,” £1  I.R. official. Amongst many good things we call 
attention to a few as follows:—

B.E.A—surcharged on Coy. stamps, set complete; B.S.A.—set of Bulawayo provs.; 
Leeward Islands—complete, including Jubilee issue; Orange River Colony—the 
various series of errors, surch. “V.R.I.,” are very strong and contain many very highly 
priced stamps; West Indies—all the various colonies are particularly fine and fairly 
complete. The collection as a whole is especially free from damaged copies, the compiler 
of the collection being most fastidious in this respect.

The owner states that the catalogue value of the collection is about ^800. The net price for the whole
collection is

At this price we consider it very cheap, and can strongly recommend It.

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W .C .
«



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

F o r  a l l  C l a s s e s  o f  P o s t a g e  S t a m p  C o l l e c t o r s .

<P R O F U S E L Y  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

N o. 23, V o l .  V I .
(Whole No. 15$).

7 D E C E M B E R ,  1907. One Penny.

C o n t e n t s .
1. C O U N T R IE S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :

T h e Federated M alay States.
By W. Percy Barnsdall . . .  353

1  T O P IC A L  N O T E S . By Charles J. Phillips . 356

$. B R IT IS H  S T A M P S  U S E D  A B R O A D .
By I. J. Bernstein and Charles Ntssen . , 358

1  T W E N T IE T H  C E N T U R Y  C O L O N IA L S :
A  Guide to the Postal Adhesives o f the British 
Empire Issued during: the first S ix  Y ears of 
the Twentieth Century (January, 1901—June, 
1907). By D. B. Armstrong . • • . 360

6 H IS T O R IC A L  P H I L A T E L Y : T h e  Issues of 
France during: the Franco-Prussian W ar.
By Norman Thornton . . . .  363

I. I R E M E M B E R , I R E M E M B E R . By DM . 364

7. A M E R IC A N  N O T E S  A N D  N E W S .
By Eustace B. Power . . . 365

8. N E W  IS S U E S . By Frank Phillips . . , 365

I. P H IL A T E L IC  S O C IE T IE S  . Page 5  0/ Cover

BARGAINS IN
PACKETS OF STAMPS

No.
7. zoo, all different

Post-frse. 
s. d.
2 Z

8. zoo » rarer . 5 1
9 . 200 It rare . 5 *

6«. 500 M 4  1
11. iooo M 15 0
•I. 1500 »> 35 0
<9. 2000 >» 60 0
69A. 3000 » 170 0
•9 b. 4000 ft a8o 0

T b aaa  P A C K B T S  com t a la  a la m p a  la  F IN E  
CONDITION, a o d  a r e  u n d o u b ted ly  th e  b a a t v a lu e  
a tte n d  b y  a a y  a ta m p  d e a le r .

Special Bargains

L A B U A N
18 9 5 . T y p e s  a s  a b o v e .

Errors. Overprint “LABUAN,” omitted.
2$ c., green (No. 82a).
SO c., marone (No. 8 2 6).
$ l, blue (No. 8 2 c).

Set of throe, as above, cancelled to order,

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE
12s. th e  th re e , p o st-fre e .

STAN LEY GIBBONS LIMITED
HEAD OFFICE: 391 STRAND. LONDON. W.C.

HRW YORK t BTAMLBY O IB B O M . INC., !* •  BBOABW AY.



Editorial Dotes
Bditerial CommonicAtlooa.—A ll com m unieadoos 

iotended for the Editor should b e  addressed to 
T h e  Editor, G .S . W .y

3 9 1  Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.—^The Editor regrets  that he has 
no time n r  d irect correspondence. A il letters re
q u irin g  a rep ly  w ill be dealt w ith  under the head 
o f  •• A nsw ers to  Correspondents."

Examination o f Stamps.— O w in g  to  the g rea t 
num ber o f  forgeries b e in g  offered for sale b y  un
scrupulous persons, a g rea t p ortion  o f  our time 
is token u p  with the exp ert exam ination o f  sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added m argins 
and corners, and  the scores o f o ther tricks that are 
resorted to  b y  the taking fraternity.

A s  this exam ination can b e  done only b y  e x 
ports, w hose tim e is valuable, w e  have found it 
necessary to  increase o u r charges, w hich in future 
w ill b e  as fo llo w s: is . p er stamp, p ostage and  re
gistration extra .

In  exceptional cases w h ere  special know ledge 
is neoessary, e .g . exam ination o f  U .S . g rilles  or

Italian postmarks, additional time w ill be required 
to  allow o f such stamps b e in g  sent to  the recog 
nized experts'abroad.

T h e stamps should b e  sent lig h tly  fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion o f the desired information.

T h e follow ing abbreviations are used in g iv in g  
an opinion:— B . Bogus, i.e, never ex isted ; F, 
F o rg e d ; G . G enuine; G .F . Stam p genuine, sur
ch arge forged ; R . R ep rin t; W . W aterm ark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions m ust be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front p a g e  o f 
cover, or to  booksellers o r railw ay bookstalls, but 
never to  the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—O u r publishers are 
now  prepared to  supply special covers for binding 
the num bers o f  V o l. V  o f  Gibbons Stam p W eM y  
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is . 6 d«, 
post-free.

Bound Volomes.—V o l. I V . June to  D ecem ber, 
19 0 6 . 4 1 4  p ages, 4 s. 9 d ., post-free. V o l V .
January to  Juoe, 19 07 . 428  p ages, 4 s. 9 d.,
post-free.

Gibbon* Stamp iileekly
A  p o p u lar W e e k ly  S ta m p  J o u rn a l fo r  th e  

gen eral eo lleotor, a n d  m ore e s p e c ia lly  fo r 
b eg in n er* a n d  yo u n g  co llecto rs .

WEEKLY CONTENTS.
T h e  C ountries o f  the W o rld . B y  W .  P.-Barnsdall* 
Portraits on Stam ps. B y  Boswell Junior.
N ew  Issues. W ritten  up to date and fully illus

trated. B y  Frank Phillips.
M iscellaneous Item s o f  N ew s and Facts.
T opical N otes. B y  Charles J. Phillips.
“ Om nium  G atherum .”  B y  Phllologos.
Philatelic S ocieties’ R eports.
T h e  Stam p M arket. A  chat on Prices.
Special F o reign  and Colonial Correspondence. 
A nsw ers to Correspondents.

PREPAID  SU BSCRIPTIO N S must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
13 months at the following rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is . 8d. 40 c. fc. 3.00 m. 1.70

6  .. 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

1* .. 6s. 6d. $1 .60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

In G reat Britain it  w ill be cheaper for our 
readers to  order G. S . W* from their nearest 
N ew sagent or Stationer, or from  the R ailw ay 
Bookstall. T h is  will save postage, and the paper 
w ill be delivered  flat, instead o f folded as it would 
be if  posted.

The monthly Journal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS

T h e  M onthly Jo u rn a l i* chiefly intended for Stam p 
C o l lecto ri w ho are rather advanced.

T h e  ch ie f features are—

l i t — A  a erie , o f  en tirely O riginal A rticles b y  
the leadin g Philatelic W r ite r , o f  the d ey  on 
all subjects o f  Interest to  Stam p Collector!.

and.— A  .p e d a l and most carefully com piled list 
o f  all N ew  Issues, D iscoveries, M inor V arie
ties, etc.

S U B S C R I P T I O N : 2 /- p e r  A n n u m .
A ll Subscriptions m utt be prepaid, and commence 

w ith the p in t num ber o f a  volum e. Collectors who 
subscribe now w ill receive the bath members o f the 
current volum e.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S , L im ite d , 3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C ,



S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S

P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e

N i n e t e e n t h  E d i t i o n .  1 9 0 7 - 8 .

Part II. Foreign Countries. 
N O W  R E A D Y .

T h e  n e w  P a rt  I I  c o n ta in s  6 40  p age s, b e in g  5 6  m o re  th a n  in  
th e  p re v io u s  e d itio n .

An important feature in this new Catalogue is that of the PRICES, and here we are stronger and more 
complete than ever before, owing to the fact that in the Breitfuss Collection we secured hundreds of stamps 
of which we never had sufficient in hand to price, and we still adhere to the rule of pricing only stamps in 

stock and on sale at the moment of going to press.

The fo llo w in g  are a fe w  among the m any im provem ents w hich have been in troduced:—  

B o s n i a . —Later part revised, and all varieties of perforation separated and priced.

F i n l a n d . —New list simplified, and based upon the articles of M. Hanciau, published in the U . J .

M o n t e n e g r o . — Entirely new list and revised prices, based upon Mr. Phillips' article in th. 
M. J . ,  and some later information.

M o a r a g u a * — Later half of list rewritten and made very complete from special information at 
our disposal.

S a l v a d o r . — Entirely new list, based upon the article by Mr. J. B. Leavy, now appearing in the 
M. J .  In this article the discovery is for the first time made public of the numerous REPRINTS in the 
“ Seebeck ” stamps of Salvador. Our own stock has been carefully examined, and every stamp we sell is 
guaranteed to be an original.

S w i t z e r l a n d . —The “ silk thread " stamps have been correctly classified, and the later issues 
divided into correct lists of perforations and shades.

S l a m . — Entirely new list, based on the articles of Mr. Poole.

V e n e z u e l a . —New and correct lists have been written of the provisionals of 1 9 0 3 , showing the 
various printings and errors.

W e n d o n . — Entirely new list, based on the pamphlet of Mr. Svenson, of which a translation is 
appearing in the It . J .

-------- , ------------------------

Throughout the Catalogue the date* h ave been carefully revised and, where  
possible, the method and place of printing the stam ps h ave been stated.

P R I C E  2 / 6 ,  o r  P O S T - F R E E  2 / 1 0 .

Part I. In the  pmss. Orders can now be boohed on receipt o f  2/9 to cover postage.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
«
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Ne w  Issue  S ervice .
T O  O U R  B O X .B O L D E R S  O N L Y .

Stamm Olotrlbotod Fortnight ondlng Nov. 23rd.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL tjfWSED UNLE8S 0THERW/8E 8 TATED.

I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

B ox-holders should note th a t  It Is quite  
unnecessary to order stam ps given  in th is  list, 
as e veryth in g due to them  w ill  be put in to  their  
boxes, w hen w e  h a v e  a  sufficient num ber. I f  a  
B ox-h older does not receive a  stam p noted in  
th e  list, h e should consu lt th e  sign prefixed to  
It, w h ich  w ill probably exp la in  the m atter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE 8 I9 N8  CAREFULLY. 

if# Remarhm Distrjbu tioo complete.
•■ Dutnoution as yet incomplete.
♦ ■ Farther supply received and distribution now 

completed.
♦ ■ Further supply received, bat distribution still in

complete.
Types refer te illustrations in cur current Catedegne.

The numbers bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last comber of G S .W . in which reference was 
made to that country in this column.

NOW.

The  face value o f each stam p is  
indicated in  brackets in  pence and 
decim als (tenths) o f a  penny.

B R IT IS H  H O N D U R A S .  (1 3 9 )

K in g . M ult. Chalky.

* 10 c., purple and green (5d.)
*  25 c- n tt orange brown (is. ojd.).
* 50 c., green and carmine (2s. id.).
* $1. „  ,, red (4s. 2d.).
* $2. „ „ blue (8s. 4d.).
* $5* >t *» black (20s. iod.).

M OROOGO A G E N C iE S .  (1 8 9 ) 

Great B rita in  surcharged. Chalky.

* 40c., on 4d., green and brown (3>9d.).

S A L V A D O R .  (1 4 9 )

Escalon issue, overprinted shield {12 mm.).

1 c., black and green (id.).
2 c. ,, ,, carmine (2d.).
3 c. „  „  yellow (3d.).

A s above, but additional surcharge. 

lo t ,  on 6 c., black and carmine (iod.).

T h e above being provisionals, we have had to pay consider* 
ably more than face value for them, so the rates are naturally 
somewhat higher than usual.

B R A Z IL .
1907. Officials. Portrait o f  President Penna. S. d.

xo r. green and orange used O 1
»o r. ti >> , , 0 X
50 r. 11 0 t

100 r. , ,  , , it 0 2
aoo r. i» *» it 0 4
300 r. , ,  , , tt 0 6
400 r. :> „ tt 0 3
500 r. »» n tt 0 9
700 r. t* >! , , X 0

xooo r. »» ,, tt I 3
2oco r. , ,  , , tt 2 6

B R IT IS H  H O N D U R A S .
1907. K in g 's head. M ultple tvnti.

10 c., lilac and emerald
25 C. ,,  orange-brown
50 c., grey-green and carmine
S r „  „  red . 5

,, „  blue .
$5 ,, „  black . . . . *5 0

F R E N C H  G U IA N A .
1900-4. Type 8. \

10 c . ,  rose-red (N o. 53) . . . used  o 7
2 fr., violet on lilac (N o. 57) . „  o I

1904. P ictoria l Issue.
15 c., mauve (N o. 63)  . .  . used  o  7
40 c ., rose-red (N o. 67)  . . „  o f

tpo*.
G E R M A N  E M P IR E .

Large Stam ps. ** Deutsches Reich.*'
a m., bluo (Gothic letters) 
a m., blue (Roman „  )  .
3 m., violet-black . . . .

H A Y T I.
Cat. No. Various Issues. R evised prices. 
74. a c ,  orange
84. 50 c ., brown-lake
85. x g .,  reddish-purple

171. 1 c. de g ., blue

used o 8

used o

x c., green
5 c ., blue
6 c., violet

H O N D U R A S .
1907. New portrait type.

4
6

6 e

used o a 
• 1 •  <
„  o a

J H IN D .
1903. Service. K ing's head.

2 a., mauve (N o. 532) .  . ,

N IC A R A G U A .
1900. P ictoria l issue.

20 c ,  brown (N o. 141) . .
50 c., dull red (No. 142) . . .
a p., orange-red (No. 144) . . ,

1903-4. Portrait type.
1 p ., red-brown . . ♦  ,

P A R A G U A Y .
1906-7. Official, Type 66. 

x c ., olive . . . .
a c., pale green . . . .

S A L V A D O R .
1907. Type 97, overprinted w ith shield.

> c., black and green . . . 0 3
9 c. „  rose-carmine . • , 0 6
3 c. „  yellow . . . , 0 8

10 c* on 6 c., black and carmine * . . t o

T U N IS .
Various Issues. Revised prices,

40 c., red on yellow (N o. 16) . used 0 a
30 a ,  carmine (No. 106) . . , „  • 0 a

used  •  4

used o 7
„  0 6
11 0 6

used  3 6

used o 1
i, o 1

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON. 

NEW YORK: STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 19I BROADWAY.
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G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

Philatelic Societies
Birm ingham  Philatelic Society

Hen, President: Sir W. B. Aaery, Bart.
Mon. Seeratary: S. Johnson, B.A., 3 0 8  Blrchfield Bead, 

Birmingham.
Meetinge t Thursdays, at 3 0 8  Blrehfield Road, Birmingham. 
Annual Bubaerlptlon t 6s. Entrance Fee: Se.

Oc to b er  17.— D isp la y: Victoria. Messrs. Hollick and 
Stephenson.

This meeting was devoted to the issues of 1857-63,the 
previous issues having been fully dealt with last session. 
By means of copious notes and a  splendid display of stamps 
this very interesting period was admirably illustrated. 
The overlapping o f issues was explained very nicely by 
means o f stamps arranged in both chronological and cata- 
logue order; varieties of shade and perforation by means 
of dated copies.

Mr. C . H . Garnett was elected a member.

O c t o b e r  31.— D isp la y: India, Indian N ative States, Straits 
Settlements. Mr. B. B. T illey .

Mr. B. B. T illey  £ave a  display with notes of his ex- 
tremely fine collection of these countries. It comprises 
not only alt the ordinary stamps, but most o f the rare 
errors of printing and surcharge, and was greatly ad* 
mired by toe members.
Announcement—

Dec. 5.— Our fifteenth auction at Acorn Hotel.

B urton Philatelic Society
A t  a  meeting of the Burton Philatelic Society on 3 
November, a t the Archaeological Society's Rooms, Mr. 
Martin, of Derby, contributed a  paper on stamps, in the 
course o f which he s a id : Great Britain was the first 
country to establish a  complete public postal system. A 
private attempt to establish the penny post by relays of 
horses on the road between London and York was first 
made in 1659, but the enterprising individual was severely 
dealt with by Cromwell. T he adhesive postage stamp was 
not known until 1817, a  Bill being introduced into Parlia* 
ment by Rowland H ill and passed, after many stormy de
bates, in 1839. An offer o f £500 was then made for the 
best design for a  stamp, and that o f Frederick Heath, o f 
London, secured the award. The lecturer next proceeded 
to give a full and most interesting detailed account o f the 
process o f  engraving stamps, and the difficulties which bad 
to be overcome in safeguarding from forgery. Four values 
o f postage stamps were printed at first, these being the 
halfpenny, penny, twopenny, and threepenny. The lec
turer then went on to detail a ll the history o f  many o f  the 
most interesting varieties o f  stomps, which proved most 
interesting. H e said that although our printed stomps to
day do not represent the highest production artistically, 
the practical reasons again sttbetr disappearance were so 
overwhelming that it was unlikely we should ever return to 
adhesives produced from eograved plates.— Burton M a il.

Leeds Philatelic Society
Preetdenti W. V. Merten, F.R.P.B.L
Men. Secretary : C. W. Harding, 1 Marlborough Breve, Leede.
Meetinge t Tueedaye, Leede Institute, Coo bridge Street.
Annual Subscription t 69.

A t  the meeting of this Society held in the Leeds Institute 
on 5 November, Mr. Fred. A . Padgett gave a display 
that appealed with force not only to the juniors, but also 
in a  lesser degree to the veterans. A  few yean  ago, 
Mr. Padgett, with his usual foresight, saw the utility of a 
"  Forgery Collection," and has since endeavoured to secure 
a  copy o> every known forged or “  bogus "  stam p; and it 
was a  collection such as this— running into thousands—  
that now formed the subject o f his display.

As distinguished from forgeries, the ‘ 'b o g u s” stamp is 
one that really never had any existence for postal service, 
such, for instande, sa the black mourning stamp of Finland 
and the notorious Sedang series, printed and sold in Paris 
some few y e a n  ago by the self-styled Emperor of that un
known region, who, It is said, was an Irish ex-officer that

had served in a  foreign army. Although the collection o f  
forgeries is outside the <( cult,** it goes without saying that 
the possession of a  collection o f forgeries is a  desirable 
item in the library o f  Philatelic Societies, not because a  
genuine stamp can be forged successfully, but simply as a  
useful reference for young collectors. There are probably 
few stamps on which the forger has not tried bis hand, and 
amongst Mr. Padgett’s lot there are often two, three, and 
four distinct productions, more or less worthy o f praise (?). 
i t  has been said that objets i f  a r t ,  pottery, pictures, bank
notes, coins (these in any state o f  wear), and numerous 
other articles have lent themselves successfully to the 
forger’s imitative genius, but the postage stomp has never 
yet been so successfully forged as to deceive the expert or 
advanced collector, although the postal authorities have 
been deceived by these forgeries, notably the old Italian 
States; and the forgery of the Engtish 1$., green, generally 
found with the Stock Exchange postmark, is one that 
deceived tbe authorities. In the latter case, the sheets of 

I forged stamps, having been substituted for sheets of 
genuine ones, were actually sold over tbe counter, so it is 
believed.

Mr. E. Egly, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Padgett for bis instructive display, said he had come across 
many forgeries in bis philatelic career, but until now had 
not imagined that so many counterfeits and "  facsimiles ’* 
existed, and credit was due to Mr. Padgett for what he 
had done in tbe interests o f the hobby. Mr. C . W . H ard
ing seconded tbe proposition, which was carried unani
mously.

Leicester Philatelic Society
Provident: Dr. R. Melbourne West.
Hen. Bee.: P. V. Sanseme, Tennyson Street, St. James' 

Seed, Leicester.
Meetinge: Winchester House, We!fed Place, Leicester.

T h e  November meeting of this Society was held on the 6th 
o f the month at Winchester House. The chair was taken 
b y the President. Tbe following were elected members 
o f the Society: Mr. C . A . Stephenson (Birmingham), 
Mr. Richter, Mr. Hayman, Mr. L . A. Craddock. The 
Chairman then called upon Mr. A . P . W alker, o f Birming
ham, to display his collection o f Italian States. These 
were all on entires, and each State was well represented, 
all values of S icily  in pairs and strips beiog shown. 
These were much admired, and a  hearty vote o f thanks, 
on the motion o f  Mr. J . Geo. Boulton, seconded b y Mr. 
T . B. Widdowson, was passed. Mr. W alker briefly re
sponded. A  paper on “  How to use the Library ’’ was read 
b y  M r. T . Edwards, and a vote o f thanks to him termi
nated a  very pleasant evening.— Leicester P est.

North of England  
Philatelic Society

President: 8. B. Batnbrldge, J.P.
Hen. Bee.: Mark Easton, 4 8  Sidney Breee, Mtaeastle-om-Tyne.
Meetings 1 Memeaetle-on-Tyne.

T h e  usual monthly meeting o f  this Society was held at 
Y .M .C .A .,N ew castle ,on  Thursday evening, 7 November, 
a t 7.30.

T h e Vice-President, Mr. T .  D. Hume, was in the chair, 
and there wax a  good attendance o f members.

A fter minutes had been signed, Messrs. G . C . Nixon 
and Dr. W. H . M ating were elected members. T b e dis
play arranged for the evening was Mr. Heginbottom’s 
E arly Engluh and Officials. This proved a highly in
teresting and instructive lot o f stamps, and evoked much 
enthusiasm, id. blacks, id . reds, imperf. and p e r f, were 
shown in all condirioosof plate, and with a  large variety 
o f postmarks. Among other good things were td ., black, 
V .K ., postally used; id., black, on original postmarked day 
o f issu e; and in tbe id. reds a  fine strip of them with the 
** Crimea " postmark. The collection of high values and 
Officials was mostly in a lightly cancelled condition, and 
much admired. A t conclusion o f display a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded Mr. Heginbottom on motion of Mr. 
Wilkinson, seconded by M r. Hume, the general idea being 
that such collections add considerably to the knowledge of 
ordinary collectors.

s
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Best BooKs for Stamp Collectors.
A  good lib ra ry  o f tb e  b est and m ost re lia b le  P h ila te lic  P u b lica tio n s Is a prim e n ecessity  to  th e  
Stam p C o llecto r w ho w ish es to  thorough ly stu d y  tb e  Stam p s b e co lle cts . T be m ost su cc essfu l 
co llecto rs p rid e them selves upon tb e range o f tb e lr  p h ila te lic  lib ra ries .. H andbooks and  
o th er w orks by w riters o f esta b lish ed  rep u ta tio n  are, In fa c t. In disp en sa b le to  su p p lem en t 
tb e  S tam p C atalogue, w hich  a t b est Is  o n ly  a D ea ler’s  P r ice  L is t o f w hat b e  b a s to  s e ll.

P R IC E S  Q U O T E D  A R E  A L L  R O S T -F R E E . I

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S  C A T A L O G U E .  Part I, British Empire. Cloth, 2/9. Part II, Foreign 
Countries, 2/10.

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O L L E C T I N G .  By M a jo r  E . B .  E v a n s . A  glossary of terms used in 
Stamp Collecting. Invaluable as a reference book. Full of information as to the various kinds 
of paper used, methods of printing, embossing, perforating, etc. Fully illustrated. Paper 
cover, 2/3 ; cloth, 4/3.

S T A M P  C O L L E C T I N G  A S  A  P A S T I M E .  By E d w a r d  J .  N a n k iv e l l . A peep behind the 
scenes, explaining how it is that, after nearly half a century, Stamp Collecting has never been 
more popular than it is to-day. Contents: The Charm of Stamp Collecting— Stamps with a 
History— Great Rarities— Romance of Stamp Collecting— Stamp Collecting as an Investment—  
What to Collect and how to Collect, etc. Cloth, 1/3.

A L B U M  W E E D S .  By R e v . R. B . E a r e b . Forgeries and how to detect them. Fully illustrated. 
New and Revised Edition, greatly enlarged. Vol. I now ready, cloth, 8/4; Vol. II, cloth, 8/4.

T H E  S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R .  By W . J .  H a r d y  and E . D . B a con . Contents: Collecting, its 
Origin and Development—Stamps made for Collectors—Art in Postage Stamps—Stamps with 
Stories— History in Postage Stamps— Famous Collections, etc. Cloth, 4/9.

R E P R I N T S  of Postal Adhesives and their Characteristics. By E. D. B acon . A guide to the Collector 
to enable him to separate Reprints from originals, with a history and detailed description of all 
known Reprints. With 426 illustrations. Paper cover, 4/3; cloth, 5/9.

P O R T U G U E S E  I N D I A .  B y  the late G i l b e r t  H a r r is o n  and L i e u t . F .  H . N a p ie r , r . n . A  
Handbook for Specialists, full of notes and explanations of all the issues. Two full-page plates. 
Paper cover, 4/9; cloth, 6/3.

S O U T H  A U S T R A L I A .  By L ie u t . Na p ie r  and the late G o r d o n  S m it h , m . a . A most exhaustive 
work on the issues of South Australia; indispensable to the Specialist and useful to the General 
Collector. Three full-page plates of photographic illustrations, showing the various types of 
surcharge on the lod. stamps, etc. Cloth, 9/9.

S H A N G H A I .  By W. B. T hornhill. An important handbook, with eight full plates of photographic 
illustrations, showing the varieties of the early issues and the later surcharges, etc. Paper cover, 5/3; 
cloth, 7/9.

S T .  V I N C E N T .  By L ie u t . F. II. Napier, r.n., and E. D. Bacon. Illustrated with two full-page 
autotype plates, one of which shows illustrations of the stamps and surcharges, and the other the 
various perforations found in the stamps of the colony. Paper cover, 5/3; doth, 7/9.

B A R B A D O S .  By E. D. Bacon and Lieut. F. H. Napier, r.n. Illustrated with three autotypes of 
stamps, specially showing all the varieties on the id. on half of 5/-, three facsimile reproductions of 
the Star watermarks, and a list of the number of stamps of each value printed by Messrs. Perkins 
Bacon & Co. aod Messrs. De La Rue & Co. Paper cover, 7/9; cloth, 10/9.

G R E N A D A . By E. D. Bacon and Lieut. F. H. Napier, r.n. An exhaustive history of the stamps of 
this colony with their many intricate and minor varieties. Illustrated with nine full-page autotype 
plates. Paper Cover, 7/9; doth, 9/9.

S I C I L Y • By Dr. Emilio Diena, translated by Major Evans. A complete history of the exceptionally 
interesting series of stamps of this country, with a brief history of Sidly, a biography of the 
celebrated artist by whom the fine portrait of King “ Bomba’’ was engraved, a full account 
of the circumstances under which the stamps were issued, of the difficulties in the production 
of the plates, of the various essays and proposals for subsequent issues, and a description of 
the postmarks and obliterations. Illustrated with twenty full-page autotype plates, showing seven 
complete or reconstructed sheets, varieties of retouches, etc., and various illustrations in the text. 
Paper cover, 21/5; half morocco, 30/5.

T H E  M U L R E A D Y  E N V E L O P E  and its Caricatures. By Major E. B. Evans. With 45 full-page 
illustrations of tbe most curious varieties of these interesting caricatures. Cloth, 6/4.

A F R I C A .  Compiled by the Philatelic Sodety of London. Part I, comprising British Bechuanaland, 
British East Africa, British Central Africa, British South Africa, and the Cape of Good Hope. 
Many full-page plates. Price 40/3. Part II, comprising Gambia, Gold Coast, Griqualand, Lagos, 
Madagascar, Matabddand, Mauritius, and Natal With thirteen full-page illustrations, and one 
sheet of coloured autotype illustrations. Paper cover, 16/4. Part III., completing the African 
Colonies. Price 40/6.

I N D I A  A N D  C E Y L O N .  Compiled by the Philatelic Society of London. With twenty-four full-page 
autotype illustrations. Paper cover, >5/4.

' G R E A T  B R I T A I N .  By Hastings E. Wright and A. B. C rbeke, Junr. A  complete history of the 
stamps of our own country. With many full-page plates and numbers of illustrations in the text.

*  Paper cover, 24/6; supplement, paper cover, 2/7.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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C H E A P  S E T S  o f  b e a u t i f u l l y  e n g r a v e d  

a n d  b r i g h t - c o l o u r e d  A M E R I C A N  S T A M P S

N I C A R A G U A .
post-free. 

8. 8.

1892. FIRST SIGHT OF THE “ NEW WORLD." 
1  o. to 10  pesos.

S e t  o f  T e n ,  unused . . . . . 1 6

1893. ARMS ON SHIELD. 
1  c. to 10  pesos.

S e t  o f  T e n ,  unused 1  6

■
 1894. ALLEGORICAL FIGURE.

1 o. to 10  pesos.

1895. ARMS AND FLAGS.
1 o. to 10  pesos.

S et o f  T e n ,  unused . .  . , . 1 6

1896. MAP OF NICARAGUA. Dated “ 1896.”
1 c. to 5 pesos.

S e t o f  N in e , unused . .

1897. MAP OF NICARAGUA.
1 c. to 5 pesos.

S e t o f  N in e , unused

. 1  6  

Dated “ 1897.”

. 1  6

L is t  o l  n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  se ts  a n d  P a c k e ts  o f S ta m p s  
se n t po st> free  o n  a p p lic a t io n  to

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n s  R e g i s t e r

W E have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur
chase, and we have therefore decided to open this Stam p C ollection s R e g iste r in order to 
bring under the notice of our 12,000 readers of the S tam p W eekly  and M o n th ly  J o u rn a l 

the different properties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this R eg ister 
in our two papers we shall also (when we have sufficient collections on hand) issue the R e g iste r in 
pamphlet form and send to a large number of good buyers who do not subscribe to either paper.

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this R egister.

1st.— The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (j£i . is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.— Collections should be sent to 391, Strand, London, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5th.—Collections may lie inspected at 391, Strand, W.C.
6th.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.— Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.— No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.— Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps 
in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

N o .  1 6 .  A  G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T I O N  O F

British  Colonials of Africa,
W IT H  A  F E W  B R I T I S H  S T A M P S .

This Collection consists chiefly of blocks of four in mint condition. In Great Britain there are no 
old issues, only stamps from 1 8 8 4  up to the £1, unused, the £6, used. The Levant, up to the 3 4  

piastre, in blocks of four. Bechuanaland, singles, unused, to the £ 1 . B. C. A., mostly unused, in 
singles ; later issues in blocks of four. B. E. A., early issues, in singles, with a few blocks of four. 
British Somaliland, mostly blocks of four, with a few pairs. B. S. A., singles, the £ 1  and £ 1 0  

being used. Cape of Good Hope, a page of Triangulars, all being used. Gambia, later issues, all 
in blocks of four. Gold Coast and Lagos, very complete, with many fine blocks, including the 
Lagos 6s., single, CA. Natal, fine lot of blocks, including single CA. Niger Coast, early issues 
in singles, later blocks of four, including two blocks each 3 s. 6d. and 1 0 s. Northern Nigeria, 
Queen, complete in singles; King, all values, in blocks of four. Orange River, mostly singles. 
Seychelles, a good group, including many good blocks. Sierra Leone, King's Head, up to M l, 
in blocks; earlier issues, in singles. Southern Nigeria, Queen, in singles, complete; King, single 
wmk., complete in blocks of four, including the rare £1; Multiple, complete in blocks of four; 
also including the £ 1 . Transvaal, Uganda, and Zanzibar, modern issues only.

This is a very choice collection with the stamps in perfect condition, and would be a grand start for 
a collection of BRITISH AFRICANS.

PRICE

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ,  L im i t e d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W .C .
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G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

F o r  a l l  C l a s s e s  o f  P o s t a g e  S t a m p  C o l l e c t o r s .

( P R O F U S E L Y  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

N o . 24, V o l .  V I .
(Whole No. 104).

14 D E C E M B E R ,  1907. O n e  P e n n y .

C o n t e n t s ,
PACK

1. C O U N T R IE S  O P  T J1B  W O R L D :
Fiji. By W. Percy Barnsdall .  ,  . 369

t . B R IT IS H  S T A M P S  U S E D  A B R O A D .
By 1. sf. Bernstein and Charles Niseen. . . 371

3. T O P IC A L  N O T E S . By Charles <1. Phillips . 37a
4. T W E N T IE T H  C E N T U R Y  C O L O N IA L S :

A  Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British 
Empire Issued during: the first She Y ears of 
the Tw entieth Century (January, 1901—June,
1907). By D. B. Armstrong . . . .  373

6. W H Y  S O M E  S T A M P S  A R E  S C A R C E .
By J. W. H. Heslop . . . . .  376

6. O M N IU M  G A T H E R U M . By "Philologos" . 378

7. F O R G E R IE S  A N D  R E P R I N T S :
How to  D etect Them. By Reo. Robert 6. Earie 379

8. O U R  S O U T H  A M E R IC A N  L E T T E R  .  . 380

9. N E W  I S S U E S . By Frank Phillips . . . 38s
10. P H IL A T E L IC  S O C IE T IE S  . Page s  0/ Cover

BARGAINS IN 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

No.
7. 100, a l l  different

Post-free, 
e. d.
a  1

8. IOO ft rarer . s  *
9. 200 ft rare . 5  *

66. 5 00 4  «
87 . xooo >1 * 5  0
68. 1500 19 3 5  0
69. 20 0 0 ft 60 0
69a . 3000 ft 170  0
( 9 b . 4000 • » 2 8 0  0

T hese P A C K B T § co n ta in  stam ps in  P iN B  
CO N D ITIO N , and are u n doub tedly  th e  b eet value 
ottered by any stam p dealer,

Special Bargains
For O.S.W. Roedore.

Q J S S S *

E G Y P T

1907. Official.
O v e r p r i n t e d  a s  a b o V e .

1 m il . ,  b r o w n .

2 m ils . ,  g r e e n .

3  „  o r a n g e .

5  , ,  r o s e - c a r m in e .

1 p ia s t r e ,  b lu e .

S e t  of f iv e  v a lu e s, a s  above . 
unused a n d  mint.

SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICE

1 s .  6 d .
P O S T -F R E E .

STA N LE Y  GIBBONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F IC E :  391 S T R A N D .  L O N D O N ,  W .C .

I l l  Y O W t BTANLBY QIBBOHS, IMS., lH  BROADWAY.



Editorial Dotes
Bdlterlal Comm unieatlona.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to
The Editor, G* S* W .9

391 Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.—'The Editor regrets that be has 
no tin e  ter direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
o f "Answers to Correspondents."

Examination of Stam ps.— O wing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this elim ination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found It 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

Io exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is oeoeamry, e.g. examination o f U.S. grilles or

Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad. %

T h e stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion o f the desired information.

T h e following abbreviations m e used in giving 
an opinion:— B. Bogus, i»e. never existed; F. 
F o rged ; G . Genuine; G .F . Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as 9et out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of VoT. V  of Gibbons Stam p W eekly 
in art doth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—V ol. IV . June to December, 
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d.,° post-free. Vol V .
January to June, 1907. 428 pages, 4s. 9d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stam p lileek ly
A  p o p u lar W eekly  S ta m p  J o u rn a l fo r th e  

gen eral co llecto r , a n d  m o re e a p e d a lly  fo r 
beginner#  a n d  yo u n g collector# .

WEEKLY CONTENTS.
The Ceuntries o f the W orld. B y W . P. Barnsdall.
Portraits on Stamps. B y Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus

trated. B y  Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. B y Charles J. Phillips.
"Om nium  Gatherum." B y Phllologos.
Philatelic Societies’ Reports.
The Stamp Market. A  chat on Priees.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence.
Answers to Correspondents.

P R E P A tD  SU BSCR IPTIO N S must commeoce 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
iz  months at the following rates, post-free:—

G t  Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A .
and

Canada.

Fiance, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 m onths is . 8d. 40 C. fC. 3 .00 ra. 1.70

6 „ 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4 .00 m. 3.25
>a „ 6s. 6d. $1 .60 fc. 8 .00 m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G . S . W . from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered fiat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The IHontbly Journal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS

T n  M onthly Jo u rn al is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

ta t— A  series of entirely Original Articles by 
the leading Philatelic W riters of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

1

and.— A  special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

SUBSCRIPTION: 2 /* per Annum.
A U  Subscriptions m utt be prepaid, a n d  commence 

w ith the first num ber o f  a volum e* Collectors who 
subscribe now w ill receive the back num bers o f the 
current volum e*

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S , L im ite d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C.



l S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S

i P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e

N i n e t e e n t h  E d i t i o n .  1 9 0 7 - 8 .

Part II. Foreign Countries. 
N O W  R E A D Y .

T h e  n e w  P a rt  I I  c o n ta in s  6 4 0  p age s, b e in g  56  m o re  th a n  in  
th e  p re v io u s  e d ition .

An important feature in this new Catalogue is that of the PRICES, and here we are stronger and more 
complete than ever before, owing to the fact that in the Breitfass Collection we secured hundreds of stamps 
of which we never had sufficient in hand to price, and we still adhere to the rule of pricing only stamps in 

stock and on sale at the moment of going to press.

The fo llo w in g  are a few  among the m any im provem ents w hich have been introduced:—  

B o s n i a . — Later part revised, and all varieties of perforation separated and priced.

F i n l a n d . —New list simplified, and based upon the articles of M. Hanciau, published in the M. J .

M o n t e n e g r o . — Entirely new list and revised prices, based upon Mr. Phillips' article in the 
Af. J . ,  and some later information.

N ic a r a g u a . — Later half of list rewritten and made very complete from special information at 
our disposal.

S a l v a d o r . — Entirely new list, based upon the article by Mr. J. B. Leavy, now appearing in the 
Af. J .  In this article the discovery is for the first time made public of the numerous REPRINTS in the 
“ Seebeck ” stamps of Salvador. Our own stock has been carefully examined, and every stamp we sell is 
guaranteed to be an original.

S w i t z e r l a n d . — The “ silk thread ” stamps have been correotly classified, and the later issues 
: divided into correct lists of perforations and shades.

S l a n t . — Entirely new list, based on the articles of Mr. Poele.

V e n e z u e l a . —New and correct lists have been written of the provisionals of 1 9 0 3 , showing the 
various printings and errors.

W a n d a n . — Entirely new list, based on the pamphlet of Mr. Svenson, of which a translation is 
: appearing in the It .  J . ________________

Throughout the Catalogue the dates have been carefu lly  revised and, w here  
possible, the method and plaoe of printing the stam ps have been stated.

P R I C E  2 / 6 ,  o r  P O S T - F R E E  2 / 1 0 .
I - ________________

Part I. In the Press. Orders can now  be boohed on receip t o f  2/9 to cover postage.

( S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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N e w  Issue  S er v ic e .
T O  O V R  B O X -H O L D E R S  O N L Y .

Stamps Otatribatad Weak andlng Novambar 30th.
I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E .

B ox-holders should n o te  th a t  It Is Quite 
unnecessary to  order sta m p s tflven In th is  list, 
as e v e r y th in g  due to  th em  w ill  be p u t Into th e ir  
boxes, w h e n  w e  h a v e  a  sufficient num ber. I f  a  
B ox-h old er does not re ce iv e  a  sta m p  noted In  
th e  list, h e  should co n su lt th e  sitfn prefixed to  
It, w h ich  w ill  probably e x p la in  th e  m atter.

PLEASE NOTE THESE SIGNS CA/IEFVUV.
A s  complete.

•«Dtsteibution as y et incomplete.
Farther supply received sod distribution now 

completed.
) « F u t t b s  supply received, bot distribution still in

complete.
Types refer to illustrations in  our current Catalogue.

T h e numbera bracketed after the name of each country 
indicate the last number o f G .S . IV. m which reference was 
made to that conn try in this column. ,

NOTE.

The  face va lue  o f each stam p is  
indieated in  brackets in  pence and  
deoimaJs (tenths) o f a  penny.

G W A L I O R .  (147)

India, King, overprinted. New shade. 

t  2 a . ,  m a u v e  (2 . i d . ) .

H A Y T I .  (108)

Type 1 6 , overprinted in red with 
Types 1 7  and 18.

1 c . o n  2 c . ,  o r a n g e  ( .2 d .) .

*  1 c .  o n  5 c . ,  d e e p  b lu e  ( .2 d .) .

*  2 c .  o n  10  c M o r a n g e - b r o w n  ( .3 d .) .

2 c . o n  50  c . ,  b r o w n - la k e  ( .3 d .) .

S O U T H E R N  N I G E R I A .  (149)

King. Mult. Ord. 

t  i d . ,  c a r m in e .

S T R A I T S  S E T T L E M E N T S .
(133)

4  c . ,  c a r m in e  o n  white ( i . a d . ) .

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UJiPSED UNLE88 OTHERWISE 8TATED.

G R E E C E .  1
1896. Olympic Games. Reduced price. s. d. 

r dr., blue (No. 271) , . . used o 3

G U A T E M A L A .
Z90S. Pictorial issue. Reduced prices.

1 p ., black and brown (No. 200) . used o 8
a p . , ,  vermilion (N o. 201) . . ,, x 6

G W A L I O R .
x903-5. Service. K ing. New  shade. 

s  a ., mauve . .  . . . 0 3

H A Y T I .
1907. Type t6, surcharged w ith Types 17 and  18 it* red.

1 c. on 5 c., deep blue • . . . o x
a c. on 10c., orange-brown . . • . 0 1

H O L L A N D .
1907. Postage due. D e R uyter series, surcharged" Portzegd." 

\ c. on 1 c ., lake . .  .  . . 0 1
C. „  „  .  * .  . 0 3

I T A L Y .
1901-5. Various types. Revised prices.

1 1., brown and green (N o. 181) . .  used  o 1
15 c ., slate (N o. 124) . . • „  o x

M O R O C C O  A G E N C I E S .
Stam p 0/ Great B rita in , surcharged.

40 c. on 4 d ., green and brown . . 0 6

N E W  C A L E D O N I A .
C at. N o. 189S-1900. Type 10. R evised prices.
81. to e., black on lilac . . used o
88. 15 c ., blue * . .  o
97. 15 c ., grey  .  . . „  o

N O R W A Y .
C at. No. Various issues. Reduced prices.

9.  8 sk., lake .  . * used o
10. 8 sk., dull lake . • • „  o

134. 3odre on 7 sk., brown . . ,,  o
135. 30 ore 00 7 sk., deep brown • .  o

P E R S I A .
Cat. No. Various issues. Revised prices.
100. 5 fr., black and carmine . , used o
120. x8 on 10 sh., black, buff, and orange . ,, o
183. 3 kr., rose • • .  ,, o
186. 5 kr., green . . • ,* o

P E R U .
1905. Pictoria l stamp. Reduced price. 

xs c., black and blue . .  . used o
1907. The above overprinted w ith Types 44 a n d  45. 

1 c. on is  c., black and blue . . . o
a c. on 13 c. m m  • • • 0

xc.,blackandgreen used o 9 
a c., violet and red „  o a
4 c., olive-green ,, 0 3
5 c., black and blue „  o a

1907. New p ictorial series.
ioc.,b lack& b row n used o 
a o c . ,, green „  o 
50 c., black . „  o

xsol,green& violet „  1

R U S S I A .
i9oa-4. Vertically la id  paper.

50 k ., green and mauve . • » used o
70 k ., orange and bistre-brown . », >» 0

S T R A I T S  S E T T L E M E N T S .
1997. King’s H ead. M ult. wmk.

4 c., carmine .  . . . ©
4 c ., . .  • • used o

T U R K E Y .  
soe6. Type 93.

xo pi., dull orange (No. 178) . . used 1
*3 p i., sage-green (N o. 179) • . 1, 4
50 p i., maove (N o. 180) * ,  • 10

4
4
6
6

9
6
4
6

4
6

3
6
9
6

3
6
o

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON. 
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G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

Philatelic Societies
H erne B e y  Philatelic Society

Hon. Iio . .* T. F. Netoton, 8 Promenade Central, Homo Bay. 
T h e  fortnightly meeting was held at 8 Promenade Cen
tral on Wednesday, 13 November, at 8.15 p.m., the President, 
R . Maclachlan, Esq., j .p .,in  the chair. The minutes of 
the previous meeting were read and signed. A  paper was 
then read by Mr. G . Dukes on “ T he Stamps of France,” 
with display ; and Mr. Dukes, in the course of his remarks, 
proved France to be an ideal country with which to inter
est non-cotlectors, illustrating as it does a  very critical 
period in the history of the nation. The display, which 
was mounted with very great neatness on specially toned 
paper, and the various sets well arranged, was greatly ad
mired. T h e  collection, although not showing any great 
rarities, was fairly complete in the general issues, and com
posed o f remarkably fine and brilliant copies, mostly used. 
Specimens o f  the Susse perfs. were shown, and also a  very 
interesting letter sent from Paris by balloon post. There 
were also a  wide range o f shades and some very interesting 
minor varieties, a  small collection o f proofs and cancella
tions forming a  fitting tail-piece to what cannot be de
scribed as any other than a  very interesting collection. In 
concluding his remarks, Mr. Dukes humorously suggested 
that there was evidently a philatelist amongst those who 
ruled oyer the destinies of French stamps, as the multipli
c ity  of issues during recent years would seem to show.

A hearty vote o f thanks was proposed and carried unani
mously, and terminated a  very pleasant evening.

Huddersfield and District 
Philatelic Society

Hon. Secretary: C. H. Creenwood, 4 9  Peraeverance Strut, 
Huddertfield.

Meetlnget Y.H.C.A. Room*, alternate Thuredage.
T h e  fourth meeting of the present session was held in the 
Y .M .C .A . Rooms on Thursday evening, 14 November, 
1907.

Twenty-four were present in a l) , including Rev. G. C .  B. 
Madden, D r. Adair, Miss W rigley, and Messrs. Thorpe, 
W igglesworth, H aigh, Reynolds, Strang, Newsome, 
Greenwood, and a  visitor, belonging to  the Huddersfield 
Society, and twelve members o f  the Leeds Philatelic 
Society.

T he Leeds members gave a  really fine display of stamps, 
especially noticeable being Mr. Thackrah’s British Guiana 
and W est Indies, M r. Harding's Seychelles, Mr. W ade's 
N ew  South W ales and Western Australia, Mr. North’s 
Russia, and Mr. Morten's Great Britain.

These displays provided the Huddersfield Society with 
a real treat, and a  really enjoyable evening terminated 
with a  most hearty vote of thanks to the Leeds Society for 
their kindness in so helping on the work o f  a  young and 
inexperienced Society*

Junior Philatelic So ciety
B rig h to n  B r a n c h

Hon. 800. t 4 . Corner-Spokee, 2 1  Denmark Terraco, Brighton.

T h e  meeting on >4 November proved an immense success, 
for the name o f Mr. M. P. Castle, J . P . ,  the popular Hon. 
Vice-President o f the R oyal Society, appearing as M* event 
o f  the season with a  display o f his magnificent collection o f 
Cape stamps, was, as anticipated, a  great attraction to 
seniors and juniors alike. T he business part was therefore 
cut short as much as possible, though two very generous gifts 
could not go without acknowledgment. T he first was o f 
literature from our kind friend M r. Herbert Clark, while 
the second was from the R ev. H . G  Bond, m.a ., who, 
taking compassior on a  young Society, has presented the 

' '  whole o f his forgery collection to  the branch.

Then came the display. _ Mr. Castle opened with an in
teresting address on the history o f the stamps shown, men
tioning a few of the rarest which be Aaetgot, and also what 
he had not got. though, needless to say, the latter did not 
take very long !! Then the albums, crowded with stamps 
jn the pink o f condition, were examined with the greatest 
interest (and envy). The following were a  few of the best 
pieces W oodblocks”  : Three or four shades of each o f  
the well-known errors, a  copy of the extremely rare 4d., 
very dark blue, in immaculate unused condition, and a 
fine range o f shades of both values in fine condition, both 
used ana unused. Line-engraved: Finem intblocksofall the 
values. Surface-printed: M any fine blocks and errors of the 
surcharges, including a  double surcharge of the id . on ad., 
bistre, to mention ju st a  few o f the gems o f this magnifi
cent display.

Tbe Chairman proposed a very hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Castle for the great pleasure he bad given to tbe com
pany present, and after being seconded by the Hon. 
Secretary, this was carried amid much enthusiasm.

A  slight revision o f  the programme for tbe early part o f 
next year has been decided upon, o f which further particu
lars will appear later.

Liverpool Junior Philatelic Society
Prtildent: Or. F. E. Acktrfy.
Hon. Boo.; 4 . H. M. Savage, 5 8  Beblngton Bead, Higher 

Tranmere.
Heetinge 1 Monday* at 6 Colquitt Street, Liverpool.

T h e  fifth meeting of the above Satiety was held on ri 
November at 6 Colquitt Street, Liverpool. In the absence 
of the President the chair was taken by Mr. A . S. A Header, 
who called upon Mr. A . W . Brown to give his paper on 
“  U .S .A ., Part III , 1870-89,”  at tbe close o f which a  very 
hearty vote of thanks was proposed and carried unani
mously, and several remarks were made by members re
specting these very interesting stamps, to which Mr. A. W . 
Brown briefly replied.

A  display o f  France preceded tbe paper, and amongst 
many other good things tbe following were noted: 1849^50, 
toe-, bistre on yellow, used and fine; *oc., black, m int; 
40c., orange-vermilion, used and very fio e ; 1 fr., carmine- 
rose, superb used co p y; 1863-70, $(r., gTey-lilac, used and 
fine; November, 1870, 4 c ., grey, unused; 40c., orange- 
yellow, used and fine, and many others; about a dozen 
members displaying.

There was a very large attendance of members.

Philatelic Society of Victoria
Secretary :  W. Brettechneider.
Meetinge t 12B Fueeell Street, Melbourne.

T h e  ordinary monthly meeting o f  the above Society was 
held on Thursday, 17 October, a t 8 p.m.

Mr. Chester, tbe President, occupied the chair, and 
there was a  good attendance, w ith also members of tbe 
jun ior Branch, and Mr. W . A . H ull, o f Sydney, present.

The minutes o f the last meeting were read and con
firmed, after which positions in Book 173 were balloted 
for.

Mr. Rundell next explained the progress made by the 
special committee for the formation o f a  catalogue of the 
stamps o f Victoria.

T he Secretary showed one o f the rarest stamps o f Vic
toria, i f  not o f the Australian Commonwealth, only one 
copy being known to exist: it is the 4d. Laureated, water
marked single line 8.

T b e President welcomed Mr. W . A. Hull, who had come 
over to represent his brother, Mr. Basset H ull, on the 
Commission^ for the new Commonwealth postage stamps 
now sitting in Melbourne.

Mr. H ull having returned thanks, the meeting dosed.

s
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E X T R A  S P E C I A L

C h r i s t m a s  B a r g a i n
M U L R E A D Y  E N V E L O P E S  

A N D  C O V E R S

■ MM. M.» ^  O N C  »- A jV

The Illustration above is a  very good caricature o f  the Envelope. Our block 
showing a  reproduction of the original design having been damaged.

Map 1, 1 8 4 0 . White paper, With blue an d  p in k s ilk  threads .
We can offer a superb complete set of these interesting and historical Envelopes 

and Wrappers, all unused, and in brilliant condition. The set consists of

Id., black envelope. 2d., bine envelope.
Id. „ wrapper. 2d. „ wrapper.

The Catalogue price of these is about £ $ .

S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N  P R I C E
£ 2  I Q s .

THE S E T , PO ST-TREE AND REG ISTERED .
S en t betw een card s to  p reven t folding.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED
3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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G R E A T  B AR G AIN S IN SETS
MONTENEGRO. 1897-8. Price,

View of Cettinje. »«*-/««•I . d.

i ,  2 i 3i 5) a n d  i o  n o v ic s .
S e t  o f  F i v e ,  unused . 0

1893.
3. 5 . 7 .  ! o .  1 5 .  a n d  2 5  n o v ic s ,  

w it h  b la c k  o v e r p r i n t ; a n d  
10  a n d  2 5  n o v ic s ,  w ith  
r e d  o v e r p r in t .

S e t  o f  E i g h t ,  unused . 4

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.
1900. Type 31.

1 o. to 5 o.
Perf. 14; oth ers perf. 12.

b  h  2 > S .  I O »
2 0 , a n d  5 0  c . ,  
a n d  1 p . S e t  o f  
N in e ,  unused. 3 0

1902.
1 ,  2 , 5 , 1 0 ,1 2 ,2 0 ,  

a n d  50  c .  S e t  
o f  S e v e n , un used 1 6

BOSNIA.
1906. Pictorial Stamps.

I ,  2 , 3 , 5 , 6 , 10 , 20, 2 5 , a n d  30  h e lle r .

S e t  o f  N in e ,  l i g h t l y  c a n c e lle d  t o  o r d e r 1  0

PERSIA.
October, 1903. Overprinted with Date 

and “ Postes Persanes,” etc.

3  T d 'm a n s

4 , 8 , a n d  16  c h . ,  a n d  3 a n d  4 k r a n s .  

S e t  o f  F i v e ,  unused 7 0

LABUAN COLONY.
1902-3. 1 o. to 26 o.

S e t  o f  T e n ,  c a n c e l le d  t o  o r d e r 2  0

L i s t  o r n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  se ts  a n d  P a c K e ts o f S ta m p s  
se n t p o st-fre e  o n  a p p lic a t io n  to

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , - W . C .



S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n s  R e g i s t e r

W E  have many collections offered to us that for one reason or another we do not wish to pur
chase, and we have therefore decided to open this Stam p C ollection s R e g iste r in order to 
bring under the notice of our 12,000 readers of the S tam p W eekly and M o n th ly  J o u rn a l 

the different properties that may be placed in our hands. In addition to publishing this R eg ister 
in our two papers we shall also (when we have sufficient collections on hand) issue the R e g iste r in 
pamphlet form and send to a large number of good buyers who do not subscribe to either paper.

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed to when we enter a collection 
upon this R egister.

1st.— The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.— The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (£ 1 . is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th. — Collections should be sent to 391, S t r a n d , L o n d o n , in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5th. — Collections may be inspected at 391, S t r a n d ,  W.C.
6th.— The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind, 
yth.— Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.— No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Founds.
9th.— Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps 
in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

N o .  1 7 .  A  G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T I O N  O F

MODERN IS S U E S  OF

A U S T R A L I A

V e r y  s t r o n g  in  b l o c k s  o f  f o u r ,  a n d  i n c l u d i n g  m a n y  r a r e  s h a d e s  a n d  p e r f o r a t i o n s .  

A m o n g s t  t h e  m i n t  b l o c k s  o f  f o u r  w e  n o t e  a  f in e  s e r ie s  o f  COOK ISLANDS; 
FIJI, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  £1 ; NEW SOUTH WALES, s o m e  g r a n d  s h a d e s  ; WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA, i n c l u d i n g  r a r e  p e r f o r a t i o n s ; VICTORIA, a  v e r y  f in e  l o t  a n d  m a n y  

r a r e  s h a d e s ; TASMANIA; SOUTH AUSTRALIA, v e r y  c o m p l e t e  in  m in t  b lo c k s .  

T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  is  c o n t a i n e d  in  t w o  B l a n k  A l b u m s  w i t h  m o v a b l e  l e a v e s ,  a n d  w o u ld  

f o r m  a  s p l e n d i d  s t a r t  f o r  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a n s .

PRICE

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W .C .



G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y

F o r  a l l  C l a s s e s  o f  P o s t a g e  S t a m p  C o l l e c t o r s .

( P R O F U S E L Y  IL L U S T R A T E D .)

N o .  25,  V o l .  V I .
(Whole No. 155).

21 D E C E M B E R ,  1907. One Penny.

C o n t e n t s »
PAGE

I . C O U N T R IE S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :
F iji. By W. Percy Barnsdall . 38s

J .  T O P IC A L  N O T E S . By Charted J. Phillips . 388
5. T W E N T IE T H  C E N T U R Y  C O L O N IA L S :

A Guide to the Postal Adhesives of the British 
Empire Issued during the first S ix  Years of 
the Twentieth Century (January, 1801—June,
1907). By 0. B. Armstrong . . 390

4. B R IT IS H  S T A M P S  U S E D  A BRO A D .
By I. J. Bernstein and Charles Nlssen. • ■ 39s

6. P O R T R A IT S  ON S T A M P S . By Boswell Junior 393
8. T H E  S T A M P S  O F  P A PU A . W ith  Especial

Reference to the various Types of Postmark.
By D.C.O. . . . . 304

7. O U R  IT A L IA N  L E T T E R  - . 3 9 3
A A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  . . 396
9. N E W  I S S U E S .  By Frank Phillips . . . 397

10. P H IL A T E L IC  S O C IE T IE S  . . 400

BARGAINS IN 
PACKETS OF STAMPS

No.
7. too, a ll  different

Post-free.
I. d.2 X

8 . 100 I I rarer . 5 1
9 . 300 I t rare . 5 t

( l .  500 I t 4 1
( 7. 1000 I t 15 0
•8. 1500 I I 35  0
69. 3000 I I 60 0
69a .  3000 • 1 170 0
99b . 4000 >1 380 0

These P A C K B T i o o a ta ln  s ta m p s  In  P tN B  
CO N D ITIO N , a n d  a r t  u n d o u b ted ly  t b s  b s s t  v a lu e  
a t t e n d  b y  s a y  s ta m p  d e a ls r .

Special Bargains
For Q.S.W. Reeders.

L A B U A N .
1901.

P o sta ge  D u e  S ta m p s.

2 c., black and green (Stag). No. 201.
3 c. ,, ochre (Palm). „  202.
4 c. ,, carmine (Ape). „  203.
5 c. ,, pale blue (Bird). „  204.
6 c. ,, brown-lake (Arms). „  205.
8 c. „  rose-red (Boat). „  206.

T h e  above stam ps are cancelled  
to order.

SPE C IA L BARGAIN P B IC E
a

F o r  th e  s e t  o f  s ix  P ic to r io t  S to m p s , 

8 d . |  p o s t . f r o e .

STA N LE Y  GIBBONS LIMITED
H E A D  O F F IC E :  391 S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W .C .

NEW Y O U  1 STANLEY OIBBONS, INC* i l l  BEOAEWAV.



Editorial llotes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to
The Editor, G . S . W*t

391 Strand, London, W .C .

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
no time tor direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of "Answers to Correspondents,'1

Examination of Stamps.— Owing to the great 
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion o f our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores o f other tricks that are 
resorted to b y  the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done oniy by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges,’whioh in future 
will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is neoessary, e.g. examination of U,S. grilles or

Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used In giving 
an opinion:— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. 
Forged; G. Genuine; G .F . Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of V ol. V  of Gibbons Stam p W eekly 
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—V ol. IV . June to December, 
1906. 414 pages, 4s. 9d., post-free. V ol V .
January to June, 1907. 428 pdges, 4s 9d.,
post-free.

Gibbons S tam p  W eekly
A  p o p u lar W eekly  S tam p  J o u rn a l fo r  tho 

gen eral c o llecto r , and  m ore e s p e c ia lly  fo r 
b eg in n ers an d  yo u n g co llecto rs .

W E E K L Y  C O N T E N T S.
The Countries o f the W orld, B y W . P. Barnsdall. 
Portraits on Stamps. B y Boswell Junior,
New Issues. W ritten up to date and fully illus

trated. B y Frank Phillips,
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Toploal Notes. B y Charles J. Phillips.
** Omnium Gatherum." B y Phllologos.
Philatelic Societies' Reports,
The Stamp Market. A  ohat on Prioes,
Speeial Foreign and Colonial Cdrrespondenee. 
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID  SU B SCR IPTIO N S must commence 
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 
is  months at the following rates, post-free

GU Britain 
and

Colonies.

V.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Ita ljj or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months I S .  8 d . 40 c. fc. 2.00 m . 1.70

& .. 3s- 3d- 80 c . fc. 4.00 m . , .a s

ia » 6s. 6d . $1.60 fc. 8.00 m . 6 .3 .

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G , S , W , from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead o f folded as it would 
be if posted.

The m o n th ly  3outmal
Edited by MAJOR E. B. EVANS

T b b  M onthly Jo u rn a l is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

l i t — A  aeries of entirely Original Article! by 
the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors.

and.— A  special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

SU B S C R IP T IO N ; 2/- per Annum .
A ll Subscriptions m ust be prepaidt and commence 

w ith the fir st num ber o f a  volum e. Collectors who 
subscribe now w ill receive the back num bers o f the 
current volum e.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S , L im ite d ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C .



S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S

P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e

N i n e t e e n t h  E d i t i o n . 1 9 0 7 - 8 .

Part II. Foreign Countries. 
N O W  R E A D Y ,

T h e  n e w  P a rt  I I  c o n ta in s  6 40  page s, b e in g  56  m o re  th a n  in  
the  .p re v io u s ed ition .

An important feature in this new Catalogue is that of the PRICES, and here we are stronger and more 
complete than ever before, owing to the fact that in the Breitfuss Collection we secured hundreds of stamps 
of which we never had sufficient in hand to price, and we still adhere to the rule of pricing only stamps in 

stock and on sale at the moment of going to press.

The fo llo w in g  are a few  among the m any im provem ents w hich have been introduced

B o s n i a *— Later part revised, and all varieties of perforation separated and priced.

F in l a n d * — Hew list simplified, and based upon the articles of M. Hanciau, published in the It . J .

M o n t e n e g r o * — Entirely new list and revised prices, based upon Ur. Phillips' article in the 
if. J . ,  and some later information.

N ic a r a g u a . —Later half of list rewritten and made very complete from special information at 
our disposal.

S a lv a d o r * — Entirely new list, based upon the article by Ur. J. B. Leavy, now appearing in the
U . J .  In this article the discovery is for the first time made publio of the numerous REPRINTS in the 
“  Seebeck ” stamps of Salvador. Our own stock has been carefully examined, and every stamp we Bell ie 
guaranteed to be an original. .

S w it z e r l a n d * —The “ silk thread’’ stamps have been correctly classified, and the later issues 
divided into correct lists of perforations and shades.

S la m * — Entirely new list, based on the articles of Ur. Poole.

V o n o z u o la * —New and correct lists have been written of the provisionals of 1 9 0 3 , showing the 
varions printings and errors.

W e n  d o n * — Entirely new list, based on the pamphlet of Ur. Svsnson, of which a translation is 
appearing in the U . J .  _______________

I Throughout the Catalogue the datee have been carefu lly  revised and, where
possible, the method and place of printing the stam ps have been stated.

P R I C E  2 / 6 ,  o r  P O S T - F R E E  2 / 1 0 .

Part I. In the Press. Orders can now  be boohed on receip t o f  2/9 to cover p osta ge.

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’
------------ LISTS O F ------------

C h r i s t m a s  P r e s e n t s .
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS & REQUISITES,

T. d>

“ IDEAL" PERFORATION GAUGE . . 0 7
THE “ S.G.” STAMP HINGES, 1 0 0 0  in tin box . . 0 7
THE “ IMPROVED" STAMP ALBUM, No. 0; 1 7 6  pages . 1 3
“ MY DUPLICATES” . . I I
WATERMARK DETECTOR . . 1 2
“ STAMP COLLECTING AS A PASTIME” . . 1 3
STOCK ALBUM, No. 13, pocket size . . 1 7
TWEEZERS FOR HANDLING STAMPS, No. 2, small . 2 1
“ STAMPS AND STAMP COLLECTING,” paper cover . . 2 3
PHILATELIST’S COLLECTING BOOK, No. 17 . , . 2 7
TWEEZERS FOR HANDLING STAMPS, No. 1, large . . 2 7
THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 14 2 11
TUCK CASE FOR WAISTOOAT, No. 70, morocco . . . 2 7
“ VADE MECUM,” for mounting stamps . . 2 7
STAMP CATALOGUE, BRITISH EMPIRE . . 2 9

„ „ FOREIGN 2 10
THE “ IMPROVED" STAMP ALBUM, No. 2 . 4 0
LIMP MOROCCO LETTER CASE, No. 73 . . 3 7
IVORT POCKET RULE, inches and mm. . . 3 7
MOROCCO LETTER CASE, with book, No. 74 . 4 1
GENT’S CARD CASE, No. 71 . 4 7
“ PORTUGUESE INDIA” HANDBOOK, paper cover . 4 9
“ REPRINTS OF POSTAL ADHESIVES,” paper cover . 4 3
“ THE STAMP COLLECTOR,” in cloth 4 10
PHILATELIST’S COLLECTING BOOK, No. 18 . 5 4
THE “ IMPROVED’’ STAMP ALBUM, No. 3 . 5 6
THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 15 with maps . 5 6
BEST MOROCCO LETTER CASE, No. 75 . . 5 8
“ SHANGHAI” HANDBOOK, paper cover . . . . . 5 3
“ ST. VINCENT" „ „ • . . 5 3
DUPLICATE ALBUM, No. 11, 72 pockets . . . 5 4
“ MULREAD7 ENVELOPES AND CARICATURES,” cloth . . 6 4
BEST MOROCCO PURSE*, No. 76 . . . 6 7
ALBUM WEEDS, 2 vols. each . . 8 0
THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No 4 , . 8 0
“ KING’S OWN” STAMP ALBUM, K.O. 1 . 8 0
BLANK ALBUM, No. 31. . 8 0
“ SOUTH AUSTRALIA” HANDBOOK, paper cover. . 7 9
SURCHARGE MEASURER . . 7 7
DUPLICATE ALBUM, No. 12, 1 4 4  pockets . . .  8 11

F or f a l l  particu lars, see Prospectus, post-free on application.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ^  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’
------------ LISTS OF -----------

C h r i s t m a s  P r e s e n t s .
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS & REQUISITES.

P O C K E T  M A G N I F Y I N G -  G L A S S , 2 lenses . , . .
" B A R B A D O S "  H A N D B O O K , pap er cover . , . .
" G R E N A D A ”  „  ........................  .  . .
T H E  “ S T R A N D ”  S T A M P  A L B U M , N o . 16 
" B R I T I S H  A F R I C A ”  S T A M P  A L B U M  .
“ I M P E R I A L "  A L B U M , N o . 5, B rita in  and Colonies . . .

: „  N o . 95, F oreig n  (excep t Europe)
mr.a t . A L B U M , N o . 1 .
B E S T  M O R O C C O  W A L L E T ,  N o . 72 . ' . .
S T O C K  A L B U M , N o . 14 .
B L A N K  A L B U M , N o . 32. .........................................................................
“  I M P E R I A L  ”  A L B U M , N o . 65, E u ro p e and Possessions 
S I M P L E X  B L A N K  A L B U M  
“ C E N T U R Y "  A L B U M , N o . 21
“ I M P E R I A L ”  A L B U M , N o . 7, B rita in  and Colonies . . .

„  „  N o . 97, F oreign  (excep t Europe)
„  „  N o . 67, E u ro p e  and Possessions

I D E A L .  A L B U M , N o . 2 . . . .
“ K I N G ’S  O W N ”  A L B U M , K . 0 . I L  . . .
“ S I C I L Y ”  H A N D B O O K  . .
B R I T I S H  A F R I C A  A L B U M , N o . 26
“ I M P E R I A L ”  A L B U M , N o . 98, F oreig n  (excep t Europe)
F A C I L E  P H I L A T E L I C  E  . . . . . .
“ C E N T U R Y ”  A L B U M , N o . 22 . .
“ I M P E R I A L ”  A L B U M , N o . 8 B r ita in  and C olonies .

• „ •  „  N o . 68, E u rop e and Possessions
“ P H I L A T E L I C "  A L B U M , S ize  E  . . . . . .

,,  , ,  S ize  A .  . . . .  •• . .
I D E A L  A L B U M , N o . 3 . .
F A C I L E  O R I E L  A L B U M . .  .  ' .
F A C I L E  P H I L A T E L I C  A  . .......................................
“ O R I E L ”  A L B U M
P O R T A B L E  C A S E  F O R  I M P E R I A L  A L B U M S
“ G . H . 8 .”  A L B U M  (lock  and k e y  5s . extra) . . . . .
“ I M P E R I A L ”  A L B U M , N o . 99, F oreign  (excep t Europe)

„ •  „  N o . 9, B rita in  and C o lo n ie s .  . .  .
' „  N o . 69, E u rop e an d  Possessions

“ P H I L A T E L I C "  A L B U M , “ B ” size . •  . * • .  .
„  „  “  D  * size  (sunk m ount) . . .

"  F A C I L E  P H I L A T E L I C  B  .  .  .

“ P H I L A T E L I C "  A L B U M  “ C ’’ ( s u n k  m o u n t )

Price
Post-free m 
G t. Britain.

«r. d.

7 7 
7 9 
7 II 
9 0 

1 0  6  

10 7 
1 0  6

10 7 
1 0  2  

1 2  6

1 1  1

12 7
13 1 
13 2 
15 7 
15 7 
18 1 
15 10 
21 6  

21 5 
21 6  

23 1 
25 7 
25 8 
25 8 
28 2 
25 7  
30 9 
25 9 
30 6 
30 9
30 6
31 0 
40 7 
45 7 
50 9 
50 9 
50 9 
50 6 
50 9

100 10

For f a i l  particu lars see  Prospectus, post-free on application.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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R e c e n t  I s s u e s  &  R e v i s e d  Q u o t a t i o n s .
A ll  U n u itd  unleaa otherwise stated.

BRITISH  GUIANA.
X907. Ship Type. M ultiple wmk.

72 e., purple and chestnut . . . 4 0
C A N A D A

1903-4. K in g 's  Head, Reduced prices.
7 c., olive-yellow . . used o 1

10 c., brown-lilac . . . , , 0 1
20 c., olive-green . . . , , 0 5

1898. Special D elivery.
loc., green (No. 2 0 1 ) . . used o 6

CH ILI.
1901-3. V arious types. Revised prices.

30 c., black and violet (No. 7 5 ) , used o 2
ioc. on 30 c., orange-red ( „  7 7 ) . , , 0 2

A s No. 7 7 , but w ith double surcharge. 
ioc., on 30c., orange-red . . . 20 o

C O L O M B IA
Cat. No. V arious Issues. 
3 6 7 . toe., marone .-

Reducedprices.
. . used O I

3 7 4 . ioc., carmine . , * O 3
3 7 5 . ioc., scarlet • , . O 3
4 0 3 . 50 c., green • • • O 2
4 0 4 . 50 c., pale-brown « « • O 2
4 0 6 a. jo c., orange . • • O 3
4 0 8 . 1 p., brown . • * 0 4

C U N D IN A M A R C A  
1904. Registration Stamp.

IOC., brown (perf. 12) . . used o 3
F E D E R A T E D  M A L A Y  S T A T E S .  

1904-6. Type 3. M ultiple wmk.
4 c., black and carmine (No. 2 7 ) . used o 1
8 c. ,, ultramarine ( „  2 9 ) . ,, 0 2

ioc. ,, claret ( ,, 3 0 ) . , , 0 2
20c., lilac and black ( „  3 2 ) . „  0 3

FR ENCH  C H IN A  
1904-5. Stamp o f Indo-China overprinted.

5 c., deep green . . . used o 2
HOLLAND.

1907. Postage Due. D e R uyter series, overprinted 
f o r t z k g b l  and surcharged.

5 c. on 2}c., vermilion , , , o
7j c. on i  c., blue . . . . 0
ioc. on jc ., blue . . . . o
12} c. on } c., blue ; . . • . o
15 c. on 2} c., vermilion ■ • . ■ . 0
25c. on Jc., blue . . . . 1

H ONGKONG.
1907. K in g '.s Head. M ultiple wmk.

8 c., grey-black and violet (No., 1 1 6 ) , used o 2
H UNGARY.

1 9 0 7 - Type 8.. Wmh. Type 9. P erf. 15. 
2kor., blue, . . . . 2 4

IN P O -C H IN A
Cat. No. Various types. Reduced prices.
22. 1 fir., olive-green , . used o 3
8 1 . 50 c., brown on azure . • ' » 0 3
4 4 . 50c., brown , , > > > 0 3
4 6 . 1 fir., pale olive-green . . , , 0 3

JAPAN.
1872. Type 5. Reduced price. ^

} sen., chocolate (No. 21) , , . 2 6

JAPAN ESE C H IN A
Stamps of Japan overprinted.

10 sen, deep blue (No. 4 1 0 ) . used o
20 sen, orange-vermilion ( „  4 1 2 ) . ,, o

3 sen, rosine ( ,, 4 1 8 ) . „ o
L E E W A R D  ISLAN D S.

1897. Ju b ilee issue.
2}d., blue (No. 1 1 ) . . .u s e d  2

MACAO.
1884-87. Type I, surcharged. Reduced prices. 

ior. on 50 r., green (No. 6 1 ) . used I
5r. on 80r., grey ( „  6 3 ) . . 0

20r. on 80r., grey ( ,, $5 ) . used I
5 r. on 100r., dull lilac ( ,, 7 0 ) . ,, 1

MEXICO.
1899-1903. Types 28 and 29. Revised prices. 

15 c., lilac and lavender (No. 3 3 6 ) .u s e d  o
20 c., deep blue and vermilion . . ,, o

MOROCCO A G EN CIES.
Various issues. Reduced prices.

20 c., olive-green and brown (No. 3 ) . used o  
io c ., purple on red ( „  8 9 ) . „  o
25 c., lilac and black on blue ( ,, 4 1 ) . ,, O

P A T IA L A
1903-6. Service. K in g 's  Head.

I r., green and carmine (No. 1 6 4 ) . used 2

I

3
1

0

1
o

3

1
1

3
2
6

6

P H IL IP P IN E  ISLA N D S (U.S.A.)
Various types. Revisedprices.

5 c., blue (No. 1 9 ) . . used .0 I
15 c., olive-green ( „  2 4 ) . . , , 0 8
20 c., pale brown ( ,, 3 7 ) . . , , 0 3

SARAW AK.
1899-1901. Type 18.

12 c., lilac (No. 6 1 ) . . . • o 8
SIAM.

Various issues. Revisedprices.
64 a., brown-purple and chestnut (No.1 3 6 ) used o 5 

3a., green ( „  1 6 1 ) „  o 1
8 a., olive-bistre and dull black ( ,, 1 5 4 ) ,, o 1

S T R A IT S  S E T T L E M E N T S .
1904. K in g 's  Head. M ultiple wmk. 

jc.,lilac (No.1 2 1 ) o I
10 empurple and black on yellow ( ,, 1 2 8 ) „  o 1 
joe., dull green and carmine ( ,, 1 2 6 ) „  o 6 
4c., carmine • • • „  O X
8 c*) ultramarine (No. 1 3 1 ) • . ,, o x

U N IT E D  S T A T E S .
1902-3. Type 99. Reduced price.

50 c., orange (No. 4 2 9 ) , , used o 2

W E S T E R N  A U S T R A L IA  
1907. Wmk. Crown and A . P e rf 12}.

4d., brown (No. 1 4 1 a) . .• , 0 6

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391 STRAND, LONDON.
NEW YORK t STANLKY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198 BROADWAY.
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G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

Junior Philatelic Society
Pratfdanit Fr* 4  J. MalatUa.
Aaaami So. U .
Eniranoa foo / 2 a, 6d. Ha Eniranoa faa far lodlaa or for  

Jatdnro,
T h b  second ordinary meeting o f  the Society was held on 
19 October a t  3 Bedford Street, Strand*

T he President took the chair a t 8 p.m . T h e minutes o f  
the previous meeting were read and confirmed. T he 
following gentlemen were unanimously elected members o f 
the S o cie ty : B . A* Clementson, Owen Feam ley, T .  S .  O. 
Kinealy, A .  M yerscough, A , V .  Payne, E . F . H . Salt, 
and R . J ,  A . W hite. T he resignation o f  M r. C . M. 
Tonkinson was received with regret. Donations to the 
Forgery Collection were acknowledged from Messrs. H art, 
Lovelace, and A . J . Sefi, and a  donation to the library 
from M r. A . Selinger.

M r. A .  J .  Sefi then gave a  paper and display o f  the 
stamps o f Cashmere. H ts collection o f  these quaint stamps 
was a  very large one, showing some fine ranges o f shades 
and a  good number o f uncatalogued varieties. Among 
the more interesting things, one noticed about fifty copies 
o f  the 4 and 8 annas, 1883 issue, used, in reconstructed 
sheets; a  splendid used pair o f  the $ anna, ultramarine, 
1878-79, printed in water-colour on btUonni paper. Another 
stamp that caused a  good deal o f  interest was the error 
ia n n a , 1883-94, printed in bronze-green instead o f  brown. 
T h e collection contained reconstructed sheets o f  nearly all 
values and issues, which were greatly admired and which 
called for a  good deal o f comment. As they were being 
viewed, M r. Sefi, in his paper, gave some interesting 
information concerning the nature and characteristics of 
Cashmere mid its people, besides describing minutely the 
varieties o f  the stamps he was showing and illustrating bis 
remarks with a  number of enlargements o f the various 
types o f borders o f  the sheets o f  the stamps. Mr. Gibson, 
in proposing a  vote o f thanks, said that the stamps o f 
Cashmere were roost difficult to understand, and be con
sidered i t  highly commendable in  Mr. Sefi that be should 
have so successfully overcome those difficulties and formed 
such a  magnificent collection. M r. Lee seconded the vote 
o f  thanks, and it was unanimously carried.

M r. C . Raymond Megsoo followed with a  humorous 
paper entitled “  Something or Other.”  H is opening re
marks— “  H aving lent balf-a-crown to a  stamp-collecting 
friend^ a  week or so ago, to  enable him, as he said, to

K y  bis subscription to the Junior Philatelic Society, and 
mg nervous as to the worth o f  this paper, I felt it would 

only be an equitable arrangement for bun to listen to this 
discourse in its then present stage, and suggested this 
to  him. H e assented, I cleared m y throat and commenced. 
H e listened to two pa^es, and tnen said I could have m y 
half-a-crown back again and he would owe his subscrip
tion ”— soon prepared us for a  very enjoyable time. W axing 
poetic, Mr. Megsoo said—

*• Philately, you rule my life, and roulette perfectly 1 
Since I wooed you to drive aw ay dull care it is C  C .
In y o u  for every ill I C  A  p&na C  A  true.
Phuately, were you to die 1 think I should die 21 ”

A t the close a  hearty vote o f  thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Megsoo for his very entertaining paper, on the proposition 
o f M r. F . J . M elville, seconded b y  Mr. E . M . Gilbert 
Lodge. _________ _

T u b  third ordinary meeting o f  the Society was held on 
Saturday, a  November, a t 3 Bedford Street, Strand.

A fter a  successful auction, the President took the chair 
a t 8 p.m. The minutes o f the previous meeting were read 
and Confirmed. Mr. C . G. E arly and Mr. W . G. Camp
bell were unanimously elected members o f the Society, 
A  donation to the Forgery Collection was acknowledged 
from Mr. E . M. Gilbert Lodge,

Mr. Melville then read a telegram to be^dispatcbed^ on 
behalf o f the Society to the Leicester Philatelic Society 
cm the occasion o f their second Exhibition, couched in the 
following terms: 0 T he Juniors meeting to-night send 
cordial greeting, and hope that your Exhibition has been 
a  complete success.1*

M r, S . R . Turner next gave a  paper entitled ** Some 
Imperforate Europeans," in which he advocated the collec
tion o f these in-preference to British Colonials, as in the 
majority o f  cAses they were not very expensive in used 
condition, and they oner some fine ranges o f  shades and 
possess some jhosx interesting varieties to cheer the heart 
of the specialist. Mr. Turner illustrated his paper with 
the display o f the hnperforate stamps o f  Great Britain, 
Belgium, H olland, France. Greece, and Bavaria, H is 
collection was rich in blocks and strips, and contained 
some nice shades, which w ere greatly admired b y all 
present. A t  the close Mr. Gibson proposed a  vote o f  
thanks to  Mr. Turner, which was seconded b y  Mr. H olli
day and carried w ith  acclamation.

M r. M elville then made an important announcement in 
connexion w ith the forthcoming Exhibition in Caxton 
H all on March xatb, 13th, and 14th next. H e said that 
the Committee had to  report that within a  few hones o f  
the publication o f the Trade Circular all the stalls were 
let. This so encouraged the Committee, that they had 
seen their w ay to enlarge the Exhibition to nearly three 
times the su e originally intended; they had booked, be
sides the large ball and soite o f  rooms, two other halls 
and another entire suite o f rooms. T h e  Exhibition w ill 
now cover an area o f  over 9000 square feet Instead o f  4000 
as originally planned. T h u  announcement met with the 
applause o f the entire meeting.

M r. R . H alliday followed w ith a  highly interesting 
paper, entitled ** Kails mid M ails," in which be stated 
that as early as 1820 a  M r. Thomas G rey called the atten
tion o f  the Government to  the importance of establishing 
State railways, one o f  his arguments in favour o f that 
step being that the Post Office would then possess more 
efficient means o f forwarding letters to  all parts o f  the 
United Kingdom a t  a  very tnfliog charge compared w ith  
the expense o f m ail coaches. Mr. H alliday explained 
fully the first introduction o f  the m ail trains and tne^con
veyance o f  mails b y  motor. A t  the dose o f  this highly 
Instructive and interesting paper Mr. Sefi proposed and 
Mr. Gibson seconded a  vote o f thanks to  M r. H alliday, 
which was carried with enthusiasm.

Before the meeting closed, a  reply was received from the 
Leicester Philatelic Society thanking us for our good 
wishes and announcing the gieat success o f  their Exhibi
tion.

T h e  Committee have to acknowledge the following sums 
towards the Exhibition Expenses F u n d :—

K3Nb £  r. A
A lready acknowledged • • ,  8 15 o
Humphrey Bennett, Esq. . • 1 z o
D r. Abbot . .  « • • so 6
Leon de R aay, Esq. . . .  5 0
H . Heywood, Esq. . . . .  2 6
C . T . Francis, Esq. • . • • 0 0
Anon* i  o

ro 17 o
Donations are urgently needed towards the above fund, 

and w ill be thankfully received and duly acknowledged 
b y  M r. H . F . Johnson, Stamp Exhibition Offices, 44 Fleet 
Street, E .C .

Junior Philatelic So ciety
M a n ch es te r  B ra n c h
T h e  twenty-fifth meeting was held on 7 November. 
Messrs. Orten and Proud w ire elected members. An 
auction of members' stamps was held. The twenty-sixth 
meeting was held on ax November. Mr. Bernstein pre
tided, and there were twenty-six members present. M r. 
F . R . H unter was elected a  member. M r. J . H . Taylor 
gave a  paper and display o f the stamps o f Sicily. H e 
said there were fifteen plates in all made, but only (so far 
as is known) thirteen were pnt to press and used. There 
were two plates o f  the |  gr. and 5 g r . ; three of the z gr. 
and a  g r . ; one each o f the zo g r., ao gr., and 50 gr. T he 
plates o f tiie I  gr., >0 gr., and 20 gr. have been retouched, 
there being only one retouch o f the latter (N o, 72), and in 
order to fill io a  bald patch between “  G r. and “  ao "  two 
horizootal Hoes were drawn, and the top o f  the figure 
**2" outlined. Four hundred and twenty copies o f this 
stamp will have been originally issued.

Prahraa Philatelic Society, 
Victoria, A uatralla
Pm U,nt; 0 . f. lowtt.
taaratary 1 6, W, Minlg, Koo$an$ /load, Armada/o* 
ttaatlngi > P rah ran Coffaa Pa/aca, Chapa! Stmt.

T h b  usual monthly meeting o f the Prahran Philatelic 
Society was held a t  its rooms on 18 October.

T h e  President, M r. C . E . Lovett, occupied the chair. 
T h e  meeting w as very well attended. Minutes o f  the 
previous meeting confirmed as read. T w o new members 
were elected, and it was decided that the November 
meeting should take the form o f  a  social evening. 
Arrangements to be left in the hands o f  the Committee, 
T h e Exchange Superintendent reported that the id ., 3d,, 
and 5s, Victorians bad been issued on Crown A  paper, 
perf. xx, and advised the members to lose no time in 
securing specimens o f these stamps.

Exhibitions were made by Messrs. Pugh, Lovett, and 
Johnson, which were heartily appreciated, and the 
meeting adjourned with a  vote o f  thanks to the ex
hibitor*.



E X T R A  S P E C I A L

C h r i s t m a s  B a r g a i n

M U L R E A D Y  E N V E L O P E S  

A N D  C O V E R S

Map 1. 1 8 4 0 . W hite paper. With b la e  and p in k s ilk  threads.

We can ofTer a superb complete set of these interesting and historical Envelopes 
and Wrappers, all unused, and in brilliant condition. The set consists of

Id, black envelope. 2d, bine envelope.
Id  „ wrapper. 2d „ wrapper.

The Catalogue price of these is about ^5.

S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N  P R I C E
£ 2  1 Q s .

THE S E T . PO ST-FR EE AND REG ISTERED .
S en t b etw een  card s to  p reven t folding.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED
3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .

- • f ' ' . • , •



STANLEY GIBBONS'
V LISTS OF

C H R I S T M A S  P R E S E N T S .
P A C K E T S  O F  S T A M P S .

No. of 
Packet.

2 0 2 40 varieties, used or unused Europe

Price post* 
in Great Bri

s. d.
.  1  1

6 too i t 99 World 1 7

1 5 2 30 99 , ,  or unused Australasia • 1 7

7 100 99 99 99 World 2 1

1 4 25 »» • 99 99 French Colonial 2 1

1 7 20 99 91 99 Russian Locals 2 1

6 5 250 99 99 99 World 2 1

1 1 2 25 99 99 99 Asia 2 1

1 4 2 20 99 99 99 West Indies. 2 1

2 0 3 So 99 99 99 Europe 2 1

1 8 40 99 unused World 2 7

1 2 2 2 5 99 used or unused Africa 2 7

2 0 4 3 ° 99 99 99 Europe .  2 7

1 1 3 40 99 99 99 Asia 3 7

2 0 5 SO 99 99 99 Europe 3 7
6 6 SOO 99 99 99 World 4 1

1 1 7 30 99 99 19 Asia 4 1

1 5 3 3 ° 99 99 99 Australasia . .  4 7

8 IOO 9 1 99 99 obsolete .  5 1

9 200 99 99 99 Foreign .  5 1

2 0 60 99 unused World .  5 1

2 1 40 99 99 Russian Locals .  5 1

1 1 4 40 99 used or unused Asia 6 7
7 0 Soo 99 99 99 Europe 7 7
7 1 125 99 99 99 Asia 7 7

7 2 125 99 '99 99 Africa 7 7
7 3 i° 5 99 99 99 Australasia . 7 7
7 4 I 2 5 99 99 99 West Indies • .  7 7

7 5 125 99 99 99 South America .  7 7
7 6 too North America 7 7
7 7 IOO 99 99 99 Central America .  7 7

The last eight packets are a il different,  and i f  ordered at m u time cost only , 65 0

2 0 6 60 varieties, used or unused Europe 7 7
1 0 too 99 99 99 World , , . 1 0 1

7 8 too 99 unused with the late Queen’s portrait on each . 1 0 1
1 1 6 4 5 99 used or unused Asia . 1 2 1

8 0 too 99 unused picturesque . . , . 1 2 7
6 7 1000 99 used or unused World , , . 1 5 0

1 1 5 SO 99* 99 99 Asia . , . 1 6 7
1 1 200 99 99 99 World , , 8 1 0

1 1 8 40 99 99 19 Asia , , . 2 1 1
7 9 too 99 unused with the late Queen’s portrait on each . 3 0 0
6 8 1500 .. used or unused World . , . 3 5 0
6 9 2000 .... 99 99 99 • . , . 6 0 0

6 9 a 3000 99 99 99 19 • .  , . 1 7 0 0

6 9 b 4000 99 99 99 99 < , « . 2 8 0 0

F o r fu rth e r particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

9



W h a t

A l b u m

I t  i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  

n i c e  A l b u m  f o r  t h e  h o u s i n g  a n d  d i s p l a y  o f  

y o u r  S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n ,  h o w e v e r  s m a l l  o r  l a r g e  

y o u r  C o l l e c t i o n  m a y  b e .  A  S t a m p  A l b u m  

i s  t o  a  s t a m p  c o l l e c t i o n  w h a t  a  f r a m e  i s  t o  a  p i c t u r e .  A  n i c e  a l b u m  

i s  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  a  c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  h a s  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t  a s  a  f i n e  

f r a m e  i n  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  a  p i c t u r e .  G o o d  s t a m p s  in  a  n o n d e s c r i p t  b o o k

l a c k  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a n d  i n v i t e  t h e  n a t u r a l  

i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  w o r t h  t h e  

e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  a  f e w  s h i l l i n g s  o n  a  

d e c e n t  a l b u m .  B e s i d e s ,  y o u  d o n ’t  w a n t ,  

w h e n  y o u  a r e  s h o w i n g  y o u r  s t a m p s  t o  

y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  t o  b e  a l w a y s  t r o t t i n g  o u t  t h e  w o r n - o u t  e x c u s e ,  “ Y o u s e e ,  

o l d  c h a p p i e ,  I h a v e n ’t  m o u n t e d  m y  s t a m p s  in  a  p r o p e r  a l b u m  y e t . ”  

I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  g o t  a  g o o d  a l b u m ,  g e t  o n e  r i g h t  a w a y .  W h e n  y o u  

h a v e  a  f i n e  a l b u m  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  

_ _  p l e a s u r e  in  w o r k i n g  u p  a  c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  s h a l l  b e

w o r t h y  o f  i t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  l i k e  a  f in e  

a l b u m  f o r  b r a c i n g  u p  t h e  s t a m p  c o l l e c t o r .  H e  n o  

l o n g e r  t a k e s  a l l  s o r t s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s t a m p s .  H e  

n o  l o n g e r  d a b s  in  r e m n a n t s  w i t h  c o r n e r s  m i s s i n g ,  p e r f s .  c u t ,  o r  v e n t i 

l a t i o n  h o l e s  in  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  c o p y .  A  g o o d ,  c l e a n ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  

a l b u m  s h a m e s  t h e  m o s t  c a r e l e s s  o f  c o l l e c t o r s  i n t o  r e j e c t i n g  d a m a g e d  

s t a m p s  o f  t h e  “  h a l f  c a t a l o g u e  ”  p e r s u a s i o n .

I f  y o u  w a n t  a  g o o d  a l b u m  l e t  u s  s e n d  y o u  o u r  

c a t a l o g u e ,  p o s t  - f r e e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  f u l l  p a r -

t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  g r a n d  r a n g e  o f  a l b u m s  t h a t  w e  k e e p

in  s t o c k  f r o m  s i x p e n c e  t o  m a n y  p o u n d s .  A s  a  

s t a r t ,  o u r  “ I m p r o v e d  N o .  O ”  w i t h  i t s  1 7 6  p a g e s  a n d  s p a c e s  f o r

4 7 0 0 ,  a n d  5 0  s t a m p s  g r a t i s  w i t h  e a c h  a l b u m ,  a t  i s .  3 d . ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  is

e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  c h e a p ,  b u t  t h e  a l b u m  

o f  a l b u m s  f o r  t h e  b e g i n n e r  i s  

o u r  l a t e s t  p u b l i s h e d ,  k n o w n  a s  “ T h e

__________________________________  I d e a l  A l b u m , ”  in  w h i c h  a l l  th e

C o u n t r ie s  o f  th e  W o r ld  a r e  c o m 

p r e s s e d  i n t o  o n e  h a n d y  v o l u m e .  E v e r y  s t a m p  h a s  i t s  a l l o t t e d  s p a c e ,  

s o  t h a t  y o u  a r e  n e v e r  p u z z l e d  w h e r e  t o  p l a c e  a  s t a m p .  I t  is  a  

m a r v e l  o f  c h e a p n e s s  a t  1 0 s .  9 d .,  p o s t - f r e e ,  a n d  2 0 0  s t a m p s ,  a l l  d i f f e r e n t ,  

a r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  e a c h  a l b u m .

U s i n g  ?

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD.,
391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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C H E A P  S E T S  of beautifully engraved 
and bright=coloured AMERICAN STAMPS

H O N D U R A S .
1895. FIGURE OF JUSTICE. 

1 c. to 1 p.
Set of Eight, unused . . .

Price, 
port-free, 

a. d.

. 1 6

1890. OFFICIAL. ARMS.
1 c. to 1 peso.

Set of Eleven, unused . . . 1 6

1891. OFFICIAL. PRESIDENT BOGRAND.
1 c. to 1  peso.

Set of Eleven, unused . . . . 1 6

N I C A R A G U A .
1882. ARMS IN TRIANGLE.

1 o. to 50 c.
Set of Seven, unused . . . . . 1 6

1890. LOCOMOTIVE AND TELEGRAPH.
1 o. to 10  pesos.

Set of Ten, unused . . . . . 1 6

1891. FIGURE OF “ PLENTY.”
1 o. to 10  pesos.

Set of Ten, unused . . . . . 1 6

L is t  o f  n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  s e ts  a n d  P a c k e ts  
of S ta m p s  s e n t p o s t-f re e  o n  a p p lica tio n  to

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
i i



Stamp Collections Register
W E  have m any co llection s offered  to  us th at for on e reason  o r  an o th er we d o n o t wish to  pur-1 

ch ase, and  we hav e th erefo re  d ecid ed  to  op en th is Stamp Collections Register in  ord er to 
brin g  un der th e n o tice  o f  our 12 ,000 read ers o f  th e  Stamp Weekly and Monthly Journal 

th e  different properties th a t m ay  b e  p laced  in our han d s. In  ad d ition  to  pu blish in g th is  Register 
in  o u r two papers we sh all a lso  (w hen we hav e su fficient co llection s on  han d) issu e th e Register in 
pam phlet form  and  send  to  a  la rg e  nu m ber o f  good  bu yers w ho d o n o t su bscribe to  e ith er paper.

T h e  follow ing will b e  th e  first con d ition s th at m ust b e  agreed  to  when we e n te r  a  co llection  
upon th is Register.

1st.—The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.—The owner to pay us the sum o f one guinea (£1. rs.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4th.—Collections should be sent to 391, Stran d , L ondon, in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5 th.—Collections may be inspected at 3 9 1 ,  Strand ,  W .C.
6th.—The buyer will not be required to pay any commission o f any kind.
7th.— Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.— No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.— Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part o f Stanley Gibbons, L td ., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stam ps; but S . G ., L td ., are willing to report on any stamps 
in Collections on the Register a t their usual terms.

No. 18. A  G E N E R A L  C O L L E C T I O N  O F

BRITISH COLONIALS,
With the exception of AUSTRALIA and BRITISH AFRICA.

T h is  collection contains single copies o f  the older issues, mostly unused, and a considerable 
number of later issues in blocks of four. The West Indian are a nice lot, and include 
many nice blocks. Canada—A mint set of Jubilee stamps to $5. Cayman Isles— 
Single wmk., complete in blocks of four. Ceylon—Fine blocks of the high values,
including the surcharged and the Queen’s Head. Falkland Isles—An exceptionally 
strong lot. Gibraltar—Up to the £ 1,  unused. Grenada—King’s, single, $ to 10/-,
complete in blocks of four. Hong Kong—Blocks, single wmk., to $2 j pair of the $5. 
Jamaica—Scarce shades, in blocks. Leeward Isles—King’s, single, up to 5/-. 
Straits Settlements—Complete to $5, in blocks of four, &c., &c.

A very fine lot of stamps in the pick of condition. Recommended as a bargain at the 
owner’s price of

------------- £ 1 1 3  ------------

Stanley Gibbons, Limited, 3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.
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Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

For all Classes of Postage Stamp Collectors.
( P R O FU S E LY  IL L U S TR A T E D . )

No. 26, Vol. VI.
(Whole No 166). 28 DECEMBER, 1907. One P enny.

C o n t e n t s .
PACK

1. COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD:
Finland. By W. Percy Barnsdall . . 4m

1. TOPICAL NOTES. By Charles J. Phillips . 403

S. COMMEMORATIVE STICKY-BACKS.
By W. Ward . . . .  406

t. FRIVOLLARIA By "Uncle Tom" . . 407

A IMPORTANT PROSECUTION BY THE
INLAND REVENUE AUTHORITIES . 409

A NEW  ISSUES. By Prank Phillips . . . 4,5

7. PHILATELIC SOCIBT1BS . Pngt 7 0/Cover

BARGAINS IN 

PACKETS OF STAMPS
No.
7. 100, all different

Post-free. 
$. 8.
2 1

8. ioo O rarer . 5  i
9. 300 99 rare . S t

88. $00 • 1 . 4  *
' 67. 1000 >» IS o
68. ISOO 99 35 o
69. 3000 99 to o
69a  3000 99 170 0
69b. 4000 99 380 0

T h a n  P A C K E T S  co n ta in  s ta m p *  la  P IN B  
C O N D IT IO N . * o 4  o r*  o a B o a U tB lp  t b s  B aal v ia a  
• N er*4  b y  n a y ) s ta m p  B aalar.

Special Bargains
For 6.S.W . Readers.

L A B U A N

December, 18 9 5.

P R O V ISIO N A L S.
4 c. on $i, scarlet, 

io c. „ „
20  C. )j n

0

S et  o f  three Provisional Stam ps, 
as above, cancelled to order.

SP E C IA L BAttGAIN PR IC E

9 d . ,  p o s t > f r e e .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S  L I M I T E D
HEAD  O F F IC E : 391 STRAND. LONDON, W.C.

MEW YORK: STANLEY dlEBOHE. INC* iM BMANWAV.



Editorial notes
Editorial Communications.—All communications 

intended for the Editor should be addressed to
The Editor, G. .S'. W .t

3 9 1  Strand. London, W .C .

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has 
0 0  time fo r  direct correspondence. All letters re
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head 
of “ Answers to Correspondents.*'

Examination of Stamps.—Owing to the great 
oumber of forgeries being offered for sale by un
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time 
is taken up with the expert examination of sur
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins 
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are 
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it 
necessary to increase our charges, which in future 
will be as follows: is. per stamp, postage and re
gistration extra.

Io exceptional cases where special knowledge 
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or

Italian postmarks, additional time will be required 
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on 
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for 
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving 
an opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. 
Forged ; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur
charge forged; R. Reprint; W . Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to 
the publishers as set out on the front page of 
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but 
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are 
now prepared to supply special covers for binding 
the numbers of Vol. V of G ibbons S ta m p  W eekly  
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at ts. 6 d., 
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—VoL IV. June to December, 
1 9 0 6 . 4 1 4  pages, 4 s. 9 d., post-free. Vol V.
January to June, 1 9 0 7 . 4 2 8  pages, 4 s 9 d.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly
A popular Weefcly Stamp Journal for the 

general collector, and more especially for 
beginners and young collector*.

W E E K L Y  CO N TE N TS.
The Countries of the World. By W . P. Barnidall. 
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues. Written up to dAte and fully illus

trated. By Frank Phillips.
Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Topical Notes. By Charles J . Phillips. a
“ Omnium Gatherum." By Phllologos.
Philatelic Societies' Reports.
The Stamp Market A chat on Prices.
Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence. 
Answers to Correspondents.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence 
with the current number, and ean be for 3 ,  6 , or 
1 2  months at the following rates, post-free

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies,

U.S. A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3  months is. 8d. 4 0  C. fc. 3.00 m. 1 .7 0

6 „ 3s* 3<J* 8 0  c. fc. 4 .0 0 “ ■ 3-aS
>* .. 6 s. 6 dL $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8 .0 0 m. 6.J .

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our 
readers to order G. S . W , from their nearest 
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway 
Books tail. This will save postage, and the paper 
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would 
be if posted.

The monthly ^Journal
E dited b y  M A J O R  E . B. E V A N S

Th s M on th ly  J o u r n a l is chiefly intended for Stamp 
Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—

1 at.—A aeries of entirely Original Articles by 
the leading Philatelic W riters of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

and.—A special and most carefully compiled list 
of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor Varie
ties, etc.

S U B S C R IP T IO N : 2/> p e r  A nnum .
A U  S u b scrip tio n s m u st be p re p a id , a n d  com m ence 

w ith  th e firs t  n u m b er o f  a  volum e* C ollectors w ho 
su bscribe now  w ill receiv e th e back  n u m b ers o f  ik e  
cu rren t  v olu m e.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L im ited , 3 9 1  S tra n d , London, W .C.



S T A N I E Y  G I B B O U S

P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e

T h e  n e w  P a r t  I I  c o n ta in s  6 4 0  p a g e s, b ein g  5 6  m o re  th a n  in  
th e  p re v io u s  e d itio n .

The follow ing are a few  among the many improvements which have been introduced;—

B o s n ia * — Later part revised, and all varieties of perforation separated and priced.

F in la n d * — New list simplified, and based upon the articles of M. Hancisn, published in the U. J.

M o n t e n e g r o * — Entirely new list and revised prices, based upon Mr. Phillips' article in the 
if .  J .,  and Borne later information.

N ic a r a g u a * — Later half of list rewritten and made very complete from special information at 
our disposal.

S a lv a d o r * — Entirely new list, based upon the article by Mr. J. B. Leavy, now appearing in the 
if .  J . In this article the discovery is for the first time made public of the numerous REPRINTS in the 
“  Seebeok”  stamps of Salvador. Our own stock has beon carefully examined, and every stamp we sell is 
guaranteed to be an original.

S w i t z e r l a n d * — The '* silk thread ”  stamps have been correctly olassified, and the later issues 
divided into correct lists of perforations and shades.

S la m * — Entirely new list, based on tbe articles of Mr. Poolo.

V e n e z u e l a * — New and correct lists have been written of the provisionals of 1903, showing the 
various printings and errors.

W e n d e n .— Entirely new list, based on the pamphlet of Mr. Svenson, of which a translation is 
appearing in the M, J,

Throughout the Catalogue the dates h ave been ca re fu lly  revised and, w here
possible, the method and  p lace  of printing the stam ps h ave been stated.

Nineteenth Edition. 1907-8.

Part I I .
N O W  R E A D Y .

An important feature in this new Catalogue is that of the PRICES, and here we are stronger and more 
complete than ever before, owing to the fact that in the Brcitfuss Collection we secured hundreds of stamps 
of which we never had sufficient in hand to price, and we still adhere to the rule of pricing only stamps in 

stock and on sale at the moment of going to press.

P R I C E  2 / 6 ,  o r  P O S T - F R E E  2 / 1 0 .

1 Part /. Orders oan now be booked on receipt of 2/9 to cover postage.

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,  3 9 1  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  V . C .



S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S ’
-------------- UISTS OF --------------

N ew  Y e a r  P r e s e n t s .
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS &  REQUISITES.

3. d.
“ I D E A L "  P E R F O R A T IO N  G A U G E  . . 0 7
T H E  “ S .G .” S T A M P  H IN G E S, 1000 in tin l>ox . . 0 7
T H E  “  IM P R O V E D  "  S T A M P  A L B U M , No. 0 ;  176 pages . 1 3
“ M Y  D U P L IC A T E S ” . . 1 1
W A T E R M A R K  D E T E C T O R  . . 1 2
“ S T A M P  C O LL EC T IN G  A S  A  P A S T IM E ” . . 1 3
ST O C K  A L B U M , No. 13, pocket size . . 1 7
T W E E Z E R S  F O R  H A N D L IN G  S T A M P S , No. 2, small . 2 1
“ S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G ,” paper cover . . 2 3
P H IL A T E L IS T 'S  C O L L E C T IN G  BO O K, N o. 17 . 2 7
T W E E Z E R S  F O R  H A N D L IN G  S T A M P S , N o. 1, large . 2 7
T H E  “ S T R A N D ” S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 14 2 11
T U C K  C A SE  F O R  W A IS T C O A T , N o. 70, morocco . . . . 2 7
“ V A D E  M E C U M ," for mounting stamps 2  T
S T A M P  C A TA LO G U E, B R IT I S H  E M P IR E  . 2 9

„  „  F O R E IG N  2 10
T H E  “ IM P R O V E D ” S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 2  . 4 0
L IM P  MOROCCO L E T T E R  C A S E , N o. 73  . . 3 7
IV O R Y  P O C K E T  R U L E , inches and mm. . . 3 7
MOROCCO L E T T E R  C A SE , with book, N o. 74  . 4 1
G E N T ’S  C A R D  C A SE , No. 71 . . 4 7
“ P O R T U G U E S E  IN D I A ” H A N D BO O K , paper cover . 4 9
“ R E P R IN T S  O F P O ST A L  A D H E S IV E S ,” paper cover . . . 4 3
“ T H E  S T A M P  C O L L EC T O R ," in cloth 4  10
P H IL A T E L IS T ’S  C O L L EC T IN G  BO O K, No. 18 . 5 4
T H E  “ IM P R O V E D ” S T A M P  A L B U M , No. 3  . 5 6
T H E  “ S T R A N D " S T A M P  A L B U M , N o. 15 with maps . 5 6
B E S T  MOROCCO L E T T E R  C A SE , No. 75 . . 5 8
“ S H A N G H A I” H A N D BO O K , paper cover . . . 5 3
“ S T . V IN C E N T *’ „  „  . . . . 5 3
D U P L IC A T E  A L B U M , N o. 11, 72 pockets . . . 5 4
“ M U L R E A D Y  E N V E L O P E S  A N D  C A R IC A T U R E S ,” cloth . . 6 4
B E S T  MOROCCO P U R S E , N o. 76 . . . 6 7
A L B U M  W E E D S , 2 vols. each . . . .  8 0
T H E  “ IM P R O V E D ” S T A M P  A L B U M , N o 4  . 8 0
“ K IN G 'S  O W N " S T A M P  A L B U M , K .O . I  . . 8 0
B L A N K  A L B U M , N o. 3 1 .  .  8  0
“ SO U TH  A U S T R A L IA ” H A N D BO O K , paper cov er. . " , 7 9
S U R C H A R G E  M E A S U R E R  . 7 7
D U P L IC A T E  A L B U M , No. 12, 144 p ockets. . . 8 11

For fall particulars, see Prospectus, post-free on application.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L td ., 3 9 1  S T R A N D , L O N D O N , W .C .
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S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S ’
lists  o r

N ew  Y e a r  P r e s e n t s .
PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS & REQUISITES.

P O C K E T  H A O H IF T 1 N O  G L A S S , 2 lenwa . . . .
“  B A R B A D O S  ” H A N D BO O K , paper cover . . . .
“ G R E N A D A ” „  .........................
T H E  “ S T R A N D ” S T A M P  A L B U M , No. 16
B R IT I S H  A F R IC A  S T A M P  A L B U M  . . . .  
“ I M P E R I A L "  A L B U M , N o. 5, Britain  and Colonies .

„  „  N o. 95, Foreign (except Europe)
ID E A L  A L B U M , N o. 1 .
B E S T  MOROCCO W A L L E T , N o. 72 
ST O C K  A L B U M , N o. 14 .
B L A N K  A L B U M , N o. 32 .
“ I M P E R I A L ” A L B U M , N o. 65, Europe and Possessions 
S IM P L E X  B L A N K  A L B U M  . . . . .  
“ C E N T U R Y " A L B U M , No. 21 
“ I M P E R I A L ” A L B U M , No. 7, Britain and Colonies .

„  „  No. 97, Foreign (except Europe)
,, „  N o. 67, Europe and Possessions

ID E A L  A L B U M , N o. 2 .
" K I N G ’S  O W N ” A L B U M , K .O . I I  . . . .
“ 8 I C I L Y ” H A N D B O O K  . . . . . .
B R IT I S H  A F R IC A  A L B U M , N o. 26 
“ I M P E R I A L ” A L B U M  N o. 98, Foreign (except Europe)
F A C IL E  P H IL A T E L IC  E  . . . . .
“ C E N T U R Y "  A L B U M , N o. 22
“ I M P E R I A L ” A L B U M , N o. 8 Britain  and Colonies .

„  , ,  N o. 68, Europe and Possessions
“ P H I L A T E L I C "  A L B U M , Size E  . . . . .

„  , ,  Size A .
ID E A L  a l b u m  N o. 3  .
F A C IL E  O R IE L  A L B U M . . . . . .
F A C IL E  P H IL A T E L IC  £  . . . .  .
“ O R I E L ” A L B U M
P O R T A B L E  C A S E  F O R  IM P E R IA L  A L B U M S
“ G. H .-fl.” A L B U M  (lockand key 5s. extra) .
“ I M P E R I A L ” A L B U M  N o. 99, Foreign (except Europe)

„  „  No. 9, B ritain  and Colonies.
, ,  , ,  N o. 69, Europe and Possessions

“  P H IL A T E L IC  ” A L B U M  “ B  ” size
„  „  “ D ” size (sunk mount)

F A C IL E  P H IL A T E L IC  B  
“ P H IL A T E L IC ” A L B U M , “ C ” (sunk mount)

f o r  /all particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application.

Price
Post-free in 
Gt. Britain* 

t, (L
7  7  
7  9  
7  11 
9  0  

10 6 
10 7 
10 6
10 7  
10 2 
12 6
11  1
12 7
13 1 
13 2
15 7
16 7  
18 1 
15 10 
21 6 
21 5  
21 6 
23 1 
25 7  
25 8  
25 8  
28 2 
25 7 
30  9  
25 9  
30 6  
30 9
30 6
31 0  
40 7 
45 7  
50 9  
50 9  
50 9  
50 6  
50 9

100 10

w .c *S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S , L td ., 3 9 1  S T R A N D , L O N D O N ,

s



C h ristm a s a n d  

N e w  Y e a r  
Presents.

Now R ead y . The following popular series of

PACKETS OF FOREIGN

Postage Stamps
All the Stamps contained in the following Packets 

are warranted absolutely genuine, free from reprints. 
They are also in good condition and perfect.

f /k r »  P a c k e ts  cannot b e  s e n t  b p  book p o s t  to  P o sta l 
U n io n  C o u n tr ie s . T h e  c o s t  b p  le t t e r  r a t e  is  2 \ d . fo r  
eP erp  i  9 0  S ta m p s , T h e  amount r e q u ir e d  f o r  p o s ta g e  
c a n  th e re fo re  b e  r e c k o n e d , a n d  sh o u td  b e  a d d e d  w hen  
re m ittin g .

N e w  e n d  I m p r o v e d  P a c K e t e  
o f  U s e d  a n d  U n u e e d  S t a m p s .

No. 1.—The Sixpenny Packet o f Mixed Continental 
Stamps contains 100, including many obsolete and rare. 
(This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free 7d.

No. 2.—The Sixpenny Packet o f  Used F oreign  8tam pe
contains 60  varieties, all different, including Egypt, Spain, 
Chili, New South Wales, Transvaal, Roumaota, Porto Rico, 
Argentine, Sweden, Brasil, Turkey, Hoi-bao, French Congo, 
Ac. Post-free, 7d.

No. 3 .—The Sixpenny Packet of Used Colonial Stamps
contains 12 varieties, including Natal, Ceylon, India H.M.S., 
Cape of Good Hope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, 
New South Wales Service, Victoria, Jamaica, South Australia, 
New Zealand, Ac. All different. Post-free 7d.

No. 4 .—The 8hitllng[ Packet of Used and Unused 
Foreign 8tamps contains 60  varieties, 'including French 
Soudan, Spain, Bulgaria, Portugal, Southern Nigeria, Italy, 
Turkey} Finland, Brazil, Roumania, Portugal, Argentine 
Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, 
Philippine Isles, Japan, and others rare. All different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/1.

No. 5 .—The Shilling Packet of Colonial 8tampt 
contains 25  varieties, including Cyprus, Natal,Jamaica, India, 
Victoria £d. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits Settlements, 
India Service, Queensland, Hong Kong, Barbados, Western 
Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, 
Mauritius, Malta, and others rare. All different, and warranted 
genuine. Post-free 1/1.

No. 8.-The Eighteenpenny Packet of Used Foreign
8tamps contains 100 varieties, including Mauritius, Hong 
Kong, Finland, Japan 15 and 95 sen, Barbados, Chili, Brazil, 
Greece, Russia, Turkey. New Zealand, Jamaica, Belgium, 
Spain, Canada, Ac. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free 1/7 .

No. 7 .—The Two Shilling Packet of Rare Used and 
Unused Foreign 8tamp« contains 100 varieties, including 
Porto Rico, Columbia, New Zealand, Canada, rare Turkish, 
Dutch Indies, Ceylon, Mozambique, Mauritius, Portugal, French 
Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costa Rica, 
Belgium, West Australia, Ciuli, Egypt, Bavaria, and others 
rare. AH different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 2/1.

Recent Issues and 
Revised Quotations.
ALL UNUStD UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

B A R B A D O S .
sped. Nelson Commemoration. s. d,

id ., black and grey . . . .  used o 9 
id. „  green . . . „  o 9

B E R M U D A .
1907. Dock. IVmk. Multiple C A. 

aid., brown and ultramarine . used o 3
B R I T I S H  B E C H U A N A L A N D .
187*91. Various issues. Revised prices. 

id., lilac and black (No. 11) .used o 4
ad., brown ( „  83) . „  •  6

B R I T I S H  E A S T  A F R IC A .
*9°3- Type xo. Wsnk. Crown C A.

1 a., ro&ine (No. 150) . . . . used o a
B R I T I S H  G U IA N A .

1905-7. Type ai.. Wmk. Multiple C A.
5 c., purple and blue on blue (No. 192) .used •  3
6 c., grey and black ( „  205) . , , 0 5

B R I T I S H  H O N D U R A S .
Type I. Reduced prices.

1 c. on id., dull-green (No. 48) . . used o 4
S c.. grey-black and blue on blue ( „  82) . , . , , 0 4

C E Y L O N .
Cat. No. Various issues. Reducedprices.
205. 4 c., lilac-rose . . .sued o
138. 5 c. on 4 c., rose . . . . „  o
199. 3 c., terra-cotta and emerald . o
210. 12 c., sage-green and rose . .. . „  o

D O M IN IC A
1903. Pictorial type. Wsnk. Crown C C.

Jd.} green and grey-green (No. 27) . . sued o
E A S T  A F R I C A  A N D  U G A N D A
1905-9. King’s Head. Variosu watermarks. 

i  a., green (Single) - sued
> x., grey and caraioe -{multiple) . . „
a a., dull lilac and purple ( „  1 . „
4 a., grey-green and black ( „  ) . „

F I J I .
1879-83, Type so. Reducedprice. 

id., dull blue (No. 78) . . . . steed
G I B R A L T A R .

CaL No. Various isssus. Revised prices.
27. 10 c., carmine . . . sued
28. 95 c., pale ultramarine
20. 95 c., deep „
42. aed., bright „  .
46. yd., grey-green and green . ,.
64. id., carmine ,

G O L D  C O A S T .
1904-7. King’s Head. Multiple wmk. 

ad., lilac and orange-red (No. 51) . • used
3d. „  orange ( „  53). ,,
6d. ,, mauve ( „  54) . „

60). . . „xd., carmine

id ., green (No, 8?

2 c., lilac (No. 107) 
a c. ( „  207)

9 p., bright lilac

( .
G R E N A D A

Ship type. Multiple wsnk.

H O N G K O N G .
1891. Type a6. Postal Fiscal.

I N D I A
1874- Type 13.

Various 
id., blue (Noe. 1 and 2)
id. „  (No. 15)
xd., deep blue ( „ 16)

J A M A IC A
issues. Reduce

sued o

. sued

, used

Redstced prices.

3
3
6

o

3
8

6

4
4
4
3

3
4
5

o

e

4
3

ST A N L E Y  GIBBON S, L T D ., 3 9 1  STR AN D , LONDON.

N E W  Y O R K : ST A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198 B R O A D W A Y .



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

P h ila te lic  S o cie tie s
C ity  o f London P h ilate lic  S ociety

Pratldant t W. 8. Edtaarda, B.8C.
Han. 8$c. t Jamaa L. Eoatnood, 1 8 9  Farma Bark Rood,

Crouch End, London, N.
Mootlngoi 1 4  Broad Btraat Plata, London, E.C.
Annual 8ubaeriptlon, 2 a. 8d.

T he most successful meeting in the history of this Society 
took place on Wednesday, ao November, the attendance 
being a  record one and taxing even the accommodation 
provided at the spacious headquarters.

Punctually at 7 p.m. the President took the chair and 
called for the minutes o f the previous meeting, which were 
duly read and confirmed.

The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Society:— ?'. 1. Nankirelt, Captain Sterling, R.N., and 
Messrs. G. H . Dannatt, J. Hoffmann, M. J. Etsbury, H . A. 
Stephenson, and H . zur Nedden.

Mr. Meggy was voted the thanks of the Society for a 
donation to the Library.

The first item on the evening’s programme was one by 
Mr. E. J. Nankivell.

H is  subject was “ Stamp Albums and their Arrangement."
The address, or lecture as it really proved to be, was 

bright, interesting, and withal instructive in the highest 
degree.

Space will not allow of a detailed account, which alone 
could do justice to the entertaining address.

Many of those present; especially the younger members, 
most have gathered points which they  ̂ will be able to 
utilise to advantage in the pursuit of their bobby.

Mr. Nankivell divided his address under two headings—  
dealing first with different kinds of albums, and secondly 
with toe mode of arranging stamps.

A  short discussion followed, and Mr. Nankivell kindly 
answered several queries raised by some of the members.

The President, in a few short sentences, proposed a very 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Nankivell for his very in* 
teresung address, and for bis trouble in coming to London 
for the purpose.

This was seconded by Mr. J. Read Burton (Vice. 
President), and was cameo with acclamation.

In  reply, M r. Nankivell was good enough to express bis 
very agreeable surprise at tbe number of members present, 
and to observe the apparent happy-family tone which 
seemed to pervade the meeting.

The last item on the programme was a Competitive 
Display o f Australia and Tasmania (limited to 35 stamps 
of a  total catalogue value oot exceeding £7).

The display was a  very fine one, and the judging a 
matter of some difficulty. The voting resulted as follows:—  
1st, Mr. A. H . L . Giles, a.*., 471 (winning the silver 
medal); and, Mr. H . W. Westcott, 341.

J u n io r P h ilatelic S o ciety  
Brighton Branch

Hon. 800. t J. ComorSpokaa, 2 2  Oanmark Torraoa, Brighton.
A n o t h e r  very successful meeting was held on 28 November 
when, owing to altered arrangements, Mr. Alexander J. Sefi 
very ktodly came down from London to give bis long- 
promised paper and display o f Cashmere. After reading 
some very interesting notes, Mr. Sefi's fine collection of tbe 
later issues was handed round, and the members bad a 
real lesson in how to specialise a  difficult country like 
Cashmere. Everything was in fine condition—  whole sheets, 
reconstructed sheets, forgeries used on originals which had 
passed the post, errors and shades, varieties of postmark, 
and finally a veiy interesting and amosing discourse on 
the treatment which tbe plates underwent at the hands of 
inexperienced workmen, who battered them about un
mercifully.

The Secretary proposed and Mr. Ireland seconded a 
very hearty vote of-tnanks to Mr. Sefi, which was carried 
unanimously.

Mr. E. M . Marx, e former Mayor of Brighton, was 
elected a member.

L eed s Philatelic Society
Proatdontt W. V. Morion, F.8.P.8.I.
Hon. Mmratmg < C. W. Harding, 1 Marlborough Braoa, Laada.
MaaMnga r Imaadnga. Laada InatttuU, Cookrldga dtoaoi.
Anauml SukaoripHan t fa.

At  the meeting o f this Society held in the Leeds Institute 
on 19 November, Mr. W . Martdlo Gray, r.a.r.s.L.^gave 
a display of bis fine collections of the postal issoes 
of Gambia, Gold Coast, Lagos, and British East Africa. 
Needless to say, these favourite countries proved an 
attraction. The President, Mr. W . V. Morten, occupied 
the chair; and there was a good attendance of members.'

Mr. Gray showed some magnificent copies of the early 
issues of Gambia with good margins, both used and un
used, and tbe more recent emissions were shown in large 
blocks for many of the values. The Lagos and Gold 
Coast stamps were grandly represented. In  Gold Coast 
all tbe issues from 1875 were fully represented by mostly 
mint stamps.

Tbe 6onhr-6o*ctUj however, was reserved to the last, 
when Mr. Gray’s^unique collection of British East Africa 
stamps was place’d on the table* Some yean ago be was 
fortunate enough to Interest himself in these sumps, 
which have since gone up tremendously in valoe, many 
varieties in Mr. Gray's possession being practically unob
tainable at the present time.

Mr. Gray was heartily thanked for his extensive display 
of stamps of such rarity and distinction, and also for his 
interesting remarks relating to tbe issues.

Some of tbe members brought collections, and several 
novelties were shown, including East Africa and Uganda  
cents issue, 3 c, to 50 c .; St* Vincent, id* and id*, oew 
design. '

Mr. Percy F. Wilcock, of Leeds, was elected a  member.

North of England 
Philatelic Society

t .  BoImtrM,., i .f .
Hon. 80a. t Mark Eaaton, 4 8  81dnag Rraua, Hamamatlo+m-Tguo.
MaaHmga t MaaronaHo-on-Tgna,

T h e  usual monthly meeting of this Society was held in 
the drawing-room of Y.M.C.A., Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
Thursday, f  December, at 6.30 p.m.
a The President, Mr. G. B. Bambridge, was in the chair, 

eighteen members and three visitors being present*
Tbe display for the evening was M U.$.A*,M by the 

President, and Mr. Bainbridge’s collection proved highly 
interesting and instructive, containing as it does almost 
every issue since 1847 complete in used and unused, the 
1869 issue being exceptionally strong, and the Depart
mental issues are practically complete in both used and 
unused.

Mr. Bainbridge had also prepared copious notes 00 his 
stamps, and passed round the fine plates issued with
J. N . Luff’s book on United Stmits. which added con
siderably to tbe interest. H e  kindly banded two copies of 
his "  Notes" for inclusion in tbe Library.

A t tbe close of the meeting a  cordial vote o f thanks was 
accorded tbe President on the motion of Mr. W . J. 
Cochrane, who gave it as his opinion that Mr. Balnbridge's 
display was tbe finest of any non-British country since the 
Society was formed.

Mr. Bainbridge, in returning thanks to tbe members h r  
their appreciation, promised another display in the Defer 
future.

Sheffield  Philatelic S ociety  '
Praaidont: F. Atkin.
Hon. 80c. f H. E. Standfiald, 2 2  Pnrhar*a Bond, 8k+o/d.

T h e r e  was a  large gathering of the members o f  the above 
Society, in their rooms at (be K ing’s Head Hotel, 40 
view tne splendid collection of the stam p s o f  Tasmania 
and Western Australia, which bad been  sent by Mr. £. 
Heginbottom for the inspection of tb e  members*

The collection was a magnificent one; it was very com
plete, especially In the early issues, and comprised all tbe 
neat rarities, including tbe following, nil used:— Western 
Australia. 1854, x*.? brown-red; 1857, sd., black-brown 
on red, ditto on Indian red; 6d., golden broose, 1660, 4<L, 
deep blue; 1861, is., dark green. Tasmania, 18561 id., 
brick-red; 1893, £ t, oicoloared, etc.
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E X T R A  S P E C I A L

N e w  Y e a r  B a b g a i h

MULREADY ENVELOPES 
AND COVERS

Mag 1, 1840. White paper, With blue and pink sitk threads.

We can offer a superb complete set of these interesting and historical Envelopes 
and Wrappers, all unused, and in brilliant condition. The set consists of

Id., black envelope. 2d., blue envelope.
Id. „ wrapper. 2d. „  wrapper.

The Catalogue price of these is about £$•

S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N  P R I C E
£ 2  I Q s .

THE SET. POST-FREE AND REGISTERED.
Sent between cards to prevent folding.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LIMITED
391 STR A N D , LONDON, W.C.
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STANLEY GIBBONS'
1 LISTS OF

N E W  Y E A R  P R E S E N T S .
P A C K E T S  O F  S T A M P S .

No. of Trice post-free
Packet. in Great Britain.

used or unused
s. d.

202 40 varieties, Europe 1 1
6 100 II II World 1 7

152 30 >1 ,, or unused Australasia . 1 7
7 100 M 11 11 i World 2 1

14 25 11 11 11 French Colonial 2 1
17 20 n 11 11 Russian Locals 2 1
65 *5° >» 11 11 World 2 1

112 25 » 11 11 Asia 2 1
142 20 11 11 11 West Indies. 2 1
203 5° »i 11 n Europe 2 1

18 40 11 unused World 2 7
122 25 11 used or unused Africa 2 7
204 30 >> 11 11 Europe 2 7
113 40 1* ii 11 Asia 3 7

U 205
W 66

5° 11 11 11 Europe 3 7
50O 11 11 11 World 4 1

117 30 M n 11 Asia 4 1
153 3° II 11 11 Australasia . 4 7

8 IOO 1) 11 11 obsolete 5 1
9 200 ll 11 11 Foreign 5 1

20 60 ii unused World 6 1
21 40 ll II Russian Locals 5 1

114 40 II used or unused Asia • ^ 6 7
70 500 1) II II Europe • 7 7
71 i*S t» II II Asia • 7 7
72 125 II ll II Africa 7 7
73 105 II II II Australasia . 7 7
74 125 »i II II West Indies . 7 7
75 11 II II South America 7 7
76 100 ll II II North America 7 7
77 IOO 11 II II Central America 7 7

The last tight packets are a ll different, and i f  ordered at one time cost only 55 0
206 60 varieties, used or unused Europe . 7 7

10 IOO 11 ll II World 10 1
78 IOO ll unused with the late Queen’s portrait on each * 10 1

116 45 II used or unused Asia 12 1
80 IOO ll unused picturesque . . 12 7
67 1000 ll used or unused World 15 0

115 5° II II II Asia . 16 7
11 200 ll II II World , 21 0

118 40 II II II Asia 21 1
79 IOO Ii unused with the late Queen’s portrait on each 30 0
68 1500 it used or unused World 36 0
69
69a

2000j
3000J 3

II II 
II II

II • • 
II • »

• 60
170

0
0

' 69b 4000 11 II II II * • • 280 0
For further particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, ST R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.



W h a t

A l b u m

I t  i s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  

n i c e  A l b u m  f o r  t h e  h o u s i n g  a n d  d i s p l a y  o f  

y o u r  S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n ,  h o w e v e r  s m a l l  o r  l a r g e  

y o u r  C o l l e c t i o n  m a y  b e .  A  S t a m p  A l b u m  

i s  t o  a  s t a m p  c o l l e c t i o n  w h a t  a  f r a m e  i s  t o  a  p i c t u r e .  A  n i c e  a l b u m  

is  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  a  c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  h a s  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t  a s  a  f i n e  

f r a m e  in  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  a  p i c t u r e .  G o o d  s t a m p s  in  a  n o n d e s c r i p t  b o o k

l a c k  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a n d  i n v i t e  t h e  n a t u r a l  

i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  w o r t h  t h e  

e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  a  f e w  s h i l l i n g s  o n  a

________________________________  d e c e n t  a l b u m .  B e s i d e s ,  y o u  d o n ’t  w a n t ,

w h e n  y o u  a r e  s h o w i n g  y o u r  s t a m p s  t o  

y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  t o  b e  a l w a y s  t r o t t i n g  o u t  t h e  w o r n - o u t  e x c u s e ,  “ Y o u s e e ,  

o l d  c h a p p i e ,  I h a v e n ’t  m o u n t e d  m y  s t a m p s  in  a  p r o p e r  a l b u m  y e t . ”  

I f  y o u  h a v e  n o t  g o t  a  g o o d  a l b u m ,  g e t  o n e  r i g h t  a w a y .  W h e n  y o u  

h a v e  a  f i n e  a l b u m  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  

p l e a s u r e  in  w o r k i n g  u p  a  c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  s h a l l  b e  

w o r t h y  o f  i t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  l i k e  a  f i n e

_______________ a l b u m  f o r  b r a c i n g  u p  t h e  s t a m p  c o l l e c t o r .  H e  n o

l o n g e r  t a k e s  a l l  s o r t s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s t a m p s .  H e  

n o  l o n g e r  d a b s  i n  r e m n a n t s  w i t h  c o r n e r s  m i s s i n g ,  p e r f s .  c u t ,  o r  v e n t i 

l a t i o n  h o l e s  in  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  c o p y .  A  g o o d ,  c l e a n ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  

a l b u m  s h a m e s  t h e  m o s t  c a r e l e s s  o f  c o l l e c t o r s  i n t o  r e j e c t i n g  d a m a g e d  

s t a m p s  o f  t h e  “ h a l f  c a t a l o g u e ”  p e r s u a s i o n .

I f  y o u  . w a n t  a  g o o d  a l b u m  l e t  u s  s e n d  y o u  o u r  

c a t a l o g u e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  f u l l  p a r 

t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  g r a n d  r a n g e  o f  a l b u m s  t h a t  w e  k e e p

in  s t o c k  f r o m  s i x p e n c e  t o  m a n y  p o u n d s .  A s  a  

s t a r t ,  o u r  “ I m p r o v e d  N o .  O "  w i t h  i t s  1 7 6  p a g e s  a n d  s p a c e s  f o r

4 7 0 0 ,  a n d  5 0  s t a m p s  g r a t i s  w i t h  e a c h  a l b u m ,  a t  i s .  3 d . ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  is

e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  c h e a p ,  b u t  t h e  a l b u m  

o f  a l b u m s  f o r  t h e  b e g i n n e r  is  

o u r  l a t e s t  p u b l i s h e d ,  k n o w n  a s  “  T h e  

I d e a l  A l b u m , ”  i n  w h i c h  a l l  th e  

C o u n t r ie s  o f  t h e  W o r ld  a r e  c o m 

p r e s s e d  i n t o  o n e  h a n d y  v o l u m e .  E v e r y  s t a m p  h a s  i t s  a l l o t t e d  s p a c e ,  

s o  t h a t  y o u  a r e  n e v e r  p u z z l e d  w h e r e  t o  p l a c e  a  s t a m p .  I t  i s  a  

m a r v e l  o f  c h e a p n e s s  a t  1 0 s .  g d . ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  a n d  2 0 0  s t a m p s ,  a l l  d i f f e r e n t ,  

a r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  e a c h  a l b u m .

y o u

U s i n g  ?

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD.,
391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



C H E A P  S E T S  of beautifully engraved 
and bright-coloured AMERICAN STAMPS

H O N D U R A S .
1895. FIGURE OF JUSTICE.

1 o. to 1 p.
Set of Eight, unused . . . . . 1 6

1890. OFFICIAL. ARMS.
1  c. to 1 peso.

Set of Eleven, unused \ . . . . . . 1 6

1891. OFFICIAL. PRESIDENT BOGRAND.
1  o. to 1 peso.

Set of Eleven, unused . . . . 1 6

N I C A R A G U A .
1882. ARMS IN TRIANGLE.

1  c. to 50 o.
Set of Seven, unused . 1 '6

1890. LOCOMOTIVE AND TELEGRAPH.
1  o. to 10 pesos.

Set of Ten, unused . . . . 1 6

1891. FIGURE OF “ PLENTY.”
1  c. to 10 pesos.

Set of Ten, unused . . . 1 6

L is t  o f n e a r ly  2 0 0 0  c h e a p  s e ts  a n d  P a c k e ts  
o f S ta m p s  s e n t  p o s t-fre e  o n  a p p lica tio n  to

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 3 9 1  Strand, London, W.C.
i i

<r.



Stamp Collections Register
W E  hav e m any co llection s offered to  us th at for one reason  or an o th er we do not wish to  pur

ch ase, and  w e have th erefore  d ecided  to open th is Stamp Collections Register in order to  
brin g  under th e n otice  o f  our 12,000 read ers o f  th e  Stamp Weekly and  Monthly Journal 

th e  d ifferent properties that m ay  be placed  in our han ds. In  addition to  publishing th is Register 
in  our two papers we shall a lso  (w hen we h av e sufficient co llectio n s on han d) issu e the Register in 
pam phlet form  and  send to  a  la rg e  nu m ber o f  good bu yers w ho do n ot su bscribe to  e ith er paper.

T h e  follow ing will b e  th e  first cond ition s th a t m ust b e  ag reed  to  w hen w e e n ter a  co llection  
upon th is  Register.

1st.— The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is offered for sale.
2nd.— The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (£1. is.) for expenses before we enter a collection in 

our Register.
3rd.— The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent (10 %) upon the amount at which we sell 

his collection.
4 th.— Collections should be sent to 3 9 1 ,  Strand ,  L ondon,  in order that a careful and detailed 

description may be written.
5 th.— Collections may be inspected at 3 9 1 ,  Strand ,  W .C .
6th.— The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7th.— Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be divulged.
8th.— No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than Twenty Pounds.
9th.— Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., either as to 

the genuineness or condition of the stamps; but S. G ., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps 
in Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

JVo. 19 .

A GENERAL COLLECTION
C O N T A I N E D  I N  T W O  L A R G E  S E N F  A L B U M S  O F  1 8 9 0 .

Containing 6432 Adhesives and 820 Cut Envelopes and Cards. Amongst the Adhesives 
there are a few Telegraph and Fiscal Stamps. The collection contains a large mass of

useful stuff and a number of

S C A R C E  S T A M P S
And is offered at an exceptionally cheap price.

It would form a VER Y ACCEPTABLE NEW YEAR’S PRESENT
For any one desirous of forming a good General Collection.

The price is less than one-sixth of Catalogue.

STRONOLY RECOMMENDED.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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