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Gossip of the Mour

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

Varieties of the Sower Type of France

I QUOTE the following interesting note from
the recently issued Supplement to the
Gibbons Catalogue, concerning the varieties
in the Sower type stamps of France:—

In September, 1906, the 10 ¢., in a similar design to
Type 17, was issued for one day only at one post office in
Paris and was then withdrawn as disapproved, and the
stock ordered to be returned into store for destruction.
The design was then retouched and issued as Type 17.
The retouches seem to be very slight, and their effect
almost imperceptible, except in very clearly printed copies.

Type 17.

They consist in the insertion of fine white lines, outlining

the bag of corn at the side next the body of the figure,
the under part of the right arm, and the back part of the
drapery, from the waist down to the flowing fold of the
skirt. In Type 16, and in the first variety without g d

charged stamps are an authorized issue
available for postal use in any part of the
colony. This letter Whitfield King & Co.
hold to be a sufficient answer to some of
the journals which have been trying to throw
mud on this issue, which appears to have
been a perfectly necessary one, as the un-
surcharged Labuan stamps could not be
used after the island passed from the ad-
ministration of the British North Borneo
Company and was incorporated into the
colony of the Straits Settlements.
GeNERAL PosT OFFicR, SINGAPORE, 6 April, 1907.

GexTLEMEN,—With reference to your letter of the 13th
ultimo, I beg to state that the Labuan stamps overprinted
Straits Settlements are for sale at the Labuan Post Office
only, They are jlable for ge on correspond
posted at any post office in the Straits Settlements.

Labuan, as you may know, has been incorporated in
the Straits Settlements, and Straits Settlements postage
stamps will be on sale there as soon as the stock of over-
printed stamps is exhausted.

1 am, Gentlemen, yours obediently
(Signed) W. G. HiLt,
Acting Postmaster-General, Straits Settlements.

New Zealand Shades

THOSE of my friends who collect shades—
and who does not nowadays >—will read with
interest the following interesting explanation
of the multiplicity of shades in current New
Zealands. 1 quote from the Australian
Philatelist.

New Zealand }d. and 1d. stamps are coming over in
varyiog shades. This is due 1o the following facts, viz.
that supplies are only printed to requisition; small
2 ities are run th h at one time, and the prepara.
tion of the inks is a matter evidently considered of little

under the feet, mentioned above, these portions of the
design were not cufficiently distinct, the lines of shading
simply running into the solid background.

Straits on Labuan

MEssrs. WHITFIELD KING & Co. send me
the following letter which they have received
from the Postmaster of the Straits Settle-
ments in reply to a letter which they wrote,
asking what was the status of the Labuan
stamps overprinted “Straits Settlements,”
from which it will be seen that the sur-

p by the p
Poor Old Chap
MR. C. J. PHILLIPS, Managing Director of
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., makes a saddening
confession in the pages of the Monthly
Journal. He says he has closed down that
City Branch because he feels that he is not
so young as he was, that the time has come
when he must take things easier, and delegate
some of his work to younger hands. Well
now, that just accords with a suspicion in
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my own mind, generated by noting his play
when we were having a game of tennis last
summer. Although he gave me only forty,
I noticed that he had to puff and blow con-
siderably to score a victory in each set.
Poor old chap! and he has been such an
active rooker 1n his day! But there, when a
man takes to motoring over roosters, it is all
up with him, it must age him.

‘When the Cat's Away, etc.

I AM wondering whether there will be a few
more bargains to be had at 391 Strand when
the poor old man is away motoring. Can
we rely on the truth of the saying, “ When
the cat’s away the mice will play”? Any-
way, let us live in hope, though we die in
despair.

That City Office

Now I don’t want to be ill-natured, but I am
glad that blessed City Office is shut up, for
since it has been opened, whenever 1 entered
the Strand establishment to spend a few
thousands on some pet country of mine, ten to
one the desired stock book was “down in
the City.” Now that the stock books are
back at the Strand I shall be able to continue
my collecting.

Sierra Leone to be Sold !

A PARISIAN newspaper recently started the
absurd story that the DBritish colony of
Sierra Leone was to be handed over to the
French in exchange for some concessions in
connexion with the New Hebrides, and
some softies in this country actually credited
the story and republished 1it. On the face of
it nothing could be more improbable. But,
my stars and garters, what a panic such an
exchange would have caused in the breast of
some Sierra Leone specialists I wot of, had
it been true !

The Liverpool Juniors

THESE healthy youngsters are evidently an
energetic lot, for no sooner do they finish
one session than, presto! out comes their
programme for the next. Keep it up, my
boys, and when you get as old as the
antiquity above referred to, perhaps you
will know as much as he does. I notice that
a lady is down to contribute a paper, and the
Rev. W. C. Hudson will discuss the ever-
green, and ever-interesting, question * What
shall I collect?”

A Boston Cancellation

A LETTER which I recently received from
Mr. Bartels, of Boston, was franked with
some stamps which were cancelled with a
row of elongated ovals, saach made up of very
thick bars, not unlike one of the Tasmanian
cancellations, but even heavier. In the
centre of each oval was a thick letter “A.”
When this cancellation comes fairly on a

stamp the puzze will be to find the stamp,

; and if it be generally adopted there will be

an end of the collection of used copies of
the stamps of the great republic.

Woanted : That Standard Catalogue

My Transvaal friends, who were going to
run the whole philatelic machine in this
sublunary sphere, in the catalogue direction,

| do not seem to be getting much encourage-

ment, poor dears. The Australian Philatelist
is unkind enough to say that “should such a
catalogue as a pretended ‘Standard’ ever
see the light of day, it will be a white
elephant, result in financial loss to the pub-
lishers, and do more harm than good.”

But I am really anxious to see the scheme
all the same, especially the latest prices for
C.S.A.R. stamps. Perchance General Botha
may be persuaded to put it on his Ministerial
programme.

What are Locals?

MR. PEMBERTON, in an excellent article on
the *“Stamps of "Malta” in his P.JG.B,
says : “Strictly speaking, all the 3d. Malta
stamps were locals, as they had no franking
power beyond the confines of the islands.”
Jerusalem! If all stamps which had no
franking power beyond the country of issue
were to be ruled out as locals, what havoc it
would play with some of the great rarities ;
indeed, with a large number of first issues.
The definition on which the Gibbons Cata-
logue is compiled, I believe, is that only
those stamps whose franking power is, or
was, confined to the limits of a single town
are regarded as locals.

How to bind Philatelic Periodicals

THE question often crops up, “ How shall
I bind my philatelic periodicals?” Don’t
hesitate to bind up everything, advertise-
ments and all, for frequently some of the best
things are to be found only in the advertise-
ments. The advertisements in the old phila-
telic magazines are full of a quaint interest.
And it not unfrequently happens that some
advertiser offers a variety of a country that
never gets into the regular catalogue.

Great Britain, 3d., Pale Shades

SOME time ago I called attention to the pale
printings of the current 3d. Great Britain,
and some of my friends tell me they had
some late-at-night wild-goose chasing about
amongst the post offices when they got their
G. S.W. with the startling announcement.
However, they have since been able to get
them in plenty, for the stamps are still
“sicklied o’er with the pale cast of” muddy
purple; indeed, it seems to be more washed-
out than ever. It is incredible that such a
presentation of the stamp can be intended
to be permanent.
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The new Austrians

WE have heard from time to time rumours
of a projected issue of elaborate designs for
Austria, but a recent statement by the
Nottingham Express gives the most definite
information I have seen. We are told that
the new series will be brought out next year
to celebrate the sixtieth anniversary of the
old Emperor’s reign, that the stamps will
reflect the history of interesting periods of
the Imperial dynasty, that there will be ten
different stamps, all taken from Austria’s
gallery of Emperors, beginning with Charles
VI, father of Maria Theresa, the others in-
cluding that famous Empress, Joseph 1I,
Leopold I, Francis I, Ferdinand I, and
several of the reigning sovereign.

Local Philatelic Work

PHILATELISTS will note with pleasure that
the Philatelic Society of Victoria, at a recent
meeting, decided to set to work to form an
extended catalogue of the stamps of Victoria.
A body including such eminent specialists
of the colony’s stamps can scarcely fail to
produce work which will be welcomed by
philatelists generally, and I trust the result
will be published in some form that will
make it available to all stamp collectors. If
an influential society, working on its own
local ground, cannot give us something that
will be of interest and of use to us, it will be
strange indeed. I venture to commend the
idea to the Philatelic Society of New Zealand.
Much has been happening of late years in
their colony that that Society might have
done much to explain or clear up. Further,
it seems to me that a properly constituted
philatelic society should get into touch with
the postal authorities, and be of use to them,
and help to keep the speculator, official and
otherwise, off the premises.

Malay States Watermark

I WONDER what we are in for with these
watermarks ?

The 8 c. of the Federated
Malay States lies before
> me with upright water-
; mark, instead of side-
ways. What does it
mean? Does it mean
that in future these ob-
long stamps are to be
~; watermarked upright in-

stead of sideways ?
Somehow I doubt it, for it looks uncanny,
and the watermark of the muliiple CA,
though intended to do away with the ne-
cessity of so adjusting the sheet that each
watermark shall fall well centred on each
stamp, looks, nevertheless, as if it were
never constructed for printing other than
upright on a rectangular and sideways on an
oblong stamp. However, the printers may
think the matter of no moment so long as

the stamps are watermarked, and may, in
future, print the multiple just as it suits their
convenience, and then——!

Proposed Exhibition at Calcutta

The Philatelic Society of India proposes
holding an exhibition of postage stamps in
Calcutta in December next. The exhibition
is to be open to all collectors, whether
members of the Society or not, and, follow-
ing the example set at the last International
Exhibition held in London, the exhibits will
be confined to adhesive postage stamps.
This is rough on collectors of envelopes,
post cards, etc., but there is no help for it, for
even so no doubt the difficulty will be to
find space for even adhesives.

Exhibition Medals Wanted

THE Exhibition Committee ask for dona-
tions of medals, gold, silver, or bronze. The
cost per medal will be, for gold Rs.100, for
silver Rs,12.8, and for bronze Rs.7.8, The
programme, as outlined in June number of
the Philatelic Journal of India, provides
for British Empire, nine classes; Foreign
Countries, four classes; with additional
special and non-postal sections. The special
section is for rarities, three classes: twenty-
five raritics of the British Empire, twenty-
five rarities of Foreign Countries, and
twenty-five rarities of India or Native States.

A Drastic Rule

BUT what shall | say, and what will collec-
tors generaily say, to the drastic rule that
“ Forgeries, unless shown as such, will dis-
qualify an exhibit from competition”? In
my humble opinion that won’t work. Even
the most experienced specialist is apt to
overlook a forgery. 1 have known many
cases. A portion of an £80,000 collection
was not so long ago displayed before the
Royal Society. It had been mounted by one
of our finest philatelists, and yet [ spotted a
forgery of a rarity ; and some years ago a
dealer friend of mine dropped on a forgery
in a highly specialized collection of mine of
a country in which [ yield to none. No, no,
such a drastic rule won’t work, for it is far
too sweeping. The best and most careful
are liable to make an occasional mistake.
Forgeries might be marked with an “F.”
No collector, who is likely to rise to exhibi-
tion form, knowingly includes a forgery, and
to disqualify his exhibit for a slip would be
extremely hard.

New Zealand Show Labels

THE editor hands me the following letter
which he has received from Professor
A. Hamilton:—

We New Zealand collectors much regret the venomous
attack made on our New Zealand stamps by friend

¢ Cornelius Wrinkle” in your No. 12. 1f he blindly
follows the Sydney editor of the 4ustralian Philatelist

'
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I am afraid he will land in the mud again and again when
our colony's stamps are in question.

The paragraph wbhich he clips from the above paper
alluded solely to the common advertising so-called
*stickers,” which never had any postal value, and were
never even intended to have any, being merely labels
issued by the Exhibition Commissioners for advertising
purposes.,

For verification of what I have written, please see the
Australian Philatelist of and July, 19o6.

I enclose a copy of one of these stickers for friend
Wrinkle, and can send bim balance of the set of seven
should he wish.

In conclusion, I can most assuredly affirm that no New
Zealand stamps ever have been or will be sold under face
value by our tiovernment.

The Exhibition Commemorative set of {sur values are
the only Commemorative stamps ever issued by this colony,
and are absolutely legitimate postals. The balance not
sold at the conclusion of the exhibition have been destroyed.

A, HamiLtoN,

Now, I admit that 1 was misled by the
paragraph quoted from the Australian
Philatelist into believing that the show
labels had sunk so low as to be jobbed off
under face. 1 accept with pleasure the
statement that they have not been so dealt
with.

But I do not abate one jot of my con- ‘

demnation of the so-called *Exhibition
Commemorative set,” and I repeat that the
issue of such stamps is a degrading prostitu-
tion of the postal service, and so long as I
can hold a philatelic pen I shall do my level
best to expose the hypocrisy of such issues.

I am a specialist in the legitimate stamps
of New Zealand, and to me it is a matter of
deep regret that a self-respecting British
colony has so far forgotten what 1s due to
its high position. 1 am even more astounded
that collectors of the standing of Professor
Hamilton should defend such an utterly un-
necessary and purely speculative issue as
‘“absolutely legitimate postals.” 1 know of
no leading collector in this country who
shares that opinion.

Professor Hamilton may rest assured that
I am not influenced, or even concerned, with
the antipathies of the Sydney paper, but [
am very much concerned for the good phila-
telic name of a very favourite country of mine.

The New Luxemburgs

ALREADY the question of the succession is
being raised in an acute form in the little
Duchy of Luxemburg, for,
says rumour, the present
Grand Duke is not long for
this world, and we have only
just begun to receive his por-
trait on the stamps of the
Duchy. Let us hope that
the present series may not
only be completed with the
current portrait, but that it may have a long
life. We hear very little about the stamps
of this interesting “buffer State,” despite the
fact that they are clean, full of interest, and
fairly cheap. Fora moderate specialist, who
likes a few clear varieties of perforation, it is
an ideal choice.

Christina Rossetti on Postage Stamps

A NEW ZEALAND paper says it is indebted
to the Rev. W. Wiles for the following poem,
written on 17 March, 1846, by Christina
Rossetti, at that time sixteen years of age :—

TO ELIZABETH READ.
WITH SOME POSTAGE STAMPS FOR A COLLECTION.

Sweetest Elizabeth, accept, I pray,
These lowly stamps I send in homage true ¢
One hundred humble servants in their way
Are not to be despised. though poor to view.
Their livery of red and black—nor gay
Nor sober all—is typical of you,
In whom are gravity and gladness mixt :
Thought here, smiles there—perfection lies betwixt.
CHRISTINA ROSSETTL

The Said New Zealand Paper

I HAVE not mentioned the New Zealand
paper referred to in the foregoing paragraph,
because 1 want to say to the writer who
contributes philatelic notes to that paper
under the signature of “Pelure,” that whilst
I have not the slightest objection to the use
of what I write, I do object to the regular
and wholesale publication of paragraphs
from this page, without the slightest acknow-
ledgment, as though they were his own.

The Darkie’s Question

HERE is a good story from the Tatler :—

The peculiar simplicity of the darkie in the Southern
States is illustrated by a story told me the other day by an
American now in London on a holiday.

An old negro had gone to a post office in Mississipﬁi
and offered for the mail a letter that was over the weight
specified for a single stamp. .

“*This is too heavy,” said the postmaster; *you wild
have to put another stamp on it.”

he old darkie’s eyes widened in astonishment. ** Wil
anudder stamp make it any lighter, boss 2™ he asked.

THE IMPROVED
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM, No. 0

One Hundred and Tenth Thousand.

The best and largest Shilling Album ever
published.

176 large pages. Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48
extra pages added in this edition without extra
charge.

All the Geographical and Historical Notes
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-~
issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cay-
man Isles, Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been
added.

At the top of each page there is the name of the
country, and a mass of valuable information, in-
cluding date when Stamps were issued, population,
area, reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of
proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the
book is bound in a superior manner in art cloth,

The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate
Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis
with each Album. There is also an illustrated
Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices
attached that we pay for each. -Price, bound in
handsome art cloth, post-free, 1s. 3d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
20t Strand, London, W.C.
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Tbhe Roval Philatelic Society

Annual Report for 1906-7

By J. A. TILLEARD, HONORARY SECRETARY

HE season of 1906-7, although a some-
what quiet one from a purely philatelic
point of view, will, I venture to think,

ever be memorable in the annals of the
Society as marking the commencement of a
new era in its history and affairs, and its
final establishment as a permanent institu-
tion.

The Prefix ‘‘ Royal”

The honour conferred on the Society on
28 November last by the grant of permission
to use the prefix * Royal”. as a part of its
title, and to be known for the future as
“The Royal Philatelic Society, London,” is
a subject of congratulation, not only for the
added dignity entitling the Society to rank
with other learned bodies enjoying a similar
privilege, but for the implied recognition of
the scientific and intellectual nature of the
pursuit and study of Philately. Ithasindeed
been so accepted by philatelists throughout
the world, the numerous letters of congratu-
lation received from the leading British,
Colonial, and Foreign Societies, acknowledg-
ing the reflected glory shed upon Philately
from the position attained by, what they are
good enough to call, the * Premier” Society.

Incorporation

In view of the change of title it was felt
by the Council that it was desirable to secure
for the Society a legal and permanent status,
and for this purpose steps were taken to
obtain a certificate of incorporation. To
attain this end an application was made to
the Board of Trade for a licence to register
the Society as a company not formed for
profit. The Companies Acts enable this
course to be adopted where it is proved to
the Board that the association proposed to
be registered is formed for the purpose of
promoting “art,” “science,” or “other useful
object,” and that it is the intention of the
association to apply its profits and income in
promoting its objects, and to prohibit the
payment of any dividend to the members.
The Board of Trade being satisfied that the
objects of the Society came within one of
the definitions mentioned, and having ap-
proved of the memorandum and articles of
association submisted for their consideration,
granted the necessary licence on 25 February
n the present year, directing the Society to
be registered with limited liability without
the addition of the word “Limited” to its

name. The registration was completed
shortly afterwards, a certificate of incorpor-
ation being issued on 1 March last.

The memorandum of association, which
may be called the deed of constitution of the
Society, defines the objects for which the
Society is established, and contains the
various provisions reqmred by law to be in-
cluded in similar documents.

It is sufficient to Yuote the first of the
authorized objects, viz.: “To promote, en-
courage, and contribute to the advancement
of the Science and Practice of Philately in
all its branches.” The remainder consist of
details of various specific means by which
this comprehensive object may be attained,
concluding with a general power to do such
other lawful acts as are incidental or con-
ducive to the attainment of the specified
objects.

Under the powers of the memorandum of
association the Incorporated Society has
taken over all the property of the old
Society, and is now entitled for all purposes
to act in the corporate name.

Articles of Association

The articles of association take the place
of the statutes, and in settling these the
Council have been careful to prescrve the
main features of the old regulations for
the conduct of the business of the Society,
making only such alterations as were neces-
sary in view of the change of constitution,
with such additions as appeared desirable as
improvements on the previous statutes.

Fellows, Members, and Associates

Amongst the clauses relating to the ad-
mission of members is a provision that the
first 350 have the right to become * Fellows”
of the Society, those joining afier the total
membership shall amount 10 that number
being termed ‘“ordinary members,” and
future vacancies arising in the number of
“ Fellows” are to be filled up by the Council
by selection from the ordinary members.
The rights and obligations of members have
also been somewhat more fully established.
The entrance fee, payable on election, has
been reduced to £t 1s., and the provisions
as to disqualification for membership arising
from connexion with trading transactions
have been placed on a more definite and
satisfactory basis.

An important addition has been made in
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providing for the admission, as “associates,”
of persons between the ages of sixteen and
twenty-one, with the right on attaining their
majority of becoming full members, thus
carrying out the suggestion of Mr. Hausburg
for the admission of junior members, that
was in contemplation shortly before the in-
corporation of the Society.

There has hardly been time for this inno-
vation to bear fruit, and up to the present
only one associate has been elected ; but it
is anticipated that in the coming year many
of the younger generation of philatelists will
take advantage of the opportunity offered to
them, to the mutual advantage of themselves
and of the Society, of which it is hoped they
may in due course become useful and active
members.

Council’s Larger Powers

The Council, as the governing body of the
Society, have been invested with somewhat
larger powers. Their position and duties
have been more fully defined than was the
case under the old regulations, and a change
has been made in the mode of election of
officers and Council, which, under the old
system, was not altogether satisfactory,owing
to the want of opportunity of nomination of
candidates, except by members present in
person at the annual general meeting.

Election of Officers

Under the new regulations all members
of the Council, except the President, retire
from office at each annual general meeting.
They are all eligible for re-election, and are
deemed to offer themselves for re-election
unless notice is given before 20 May in any
year of their intention to resign. At any
time before the same date it is competent to
any member to nominate one candidate for
any office, or any number of members not
exceeding nine as candidates for ordinary
membership of the Council, so that all
members, wherever resident, have now an
opportunity of taking part in the election
of officers and council should they see fit
to do so.

In other respects there is practically no
change, and it will be seen that matters
have been so arranged that there is no
break in the continuity and associations of
the Society, and the fusion of the old body
with the incorporated body has been carried
into effect without any interference with the
business or work of the Society.

The President’s Interest

His Royal Highness the President has
taken a great personal interest in all that
has been done. By his own desire he has
been consulted throughout the negotiations,
and has given valuable assistance in the
steps taken for securing for the Society the
privileges that have been granted. The

memorandum and articles of association
were, before their completion, submitted to
the President at his request, and have been
approved by His Royal Highness, to whom
our grateful thanks are due for all that he
has done in the interests of the Society.

Looking Backward

If the small body of philatelists who were
present on 1o April, 1869, and then laid
the foundations of the Philatelic Society,
London, looked forward, as I have no doubt
they did, to the possibility of the Society
attaining to the position and dignity at which
it has now arrived, they could not but feel
satisfied that their aspirations have been ful-
filled. The rate of progress may have been
slow, but it has been continuous, as the
Society, mindful of what is expected of it in
the philatelic world, has always acted upon
the principle so aptly expressed by the Latin
precept, Feslina lente.

It is a far cry to the year 1869, and there
can now be but few survivors of those who
were present at the birth of the Society.
We are, however, proud and thankful still to
be able to call one of the most prominent of
the original founders a fellow member, and
all will join with me in assuring him of our
earnest hope that his name may be retained
on our roll of membership for many years to
come. [ allude, of course, to His Honour
Judge Philbrick, who for many years was
our President, and to whom is due so much
of the early success achieved by the Society.

The Past Season

The meetings during the past season have
been held fortnightly, from October to the
present month. Sixteen meetings in all have
been held, and the number of members
attending has averaged eighteen for each
meeting, a slight increase upon the average
for the preceding year. The number is not
so large as it should be, but it is hoped that
it may be exceeded in the coming season, as
it is believed that many of the recently
elected members will become regular at-
tendants.

Change of Hour of Meeting

It was fdund that seven o’clock p.m., the
hour fixed for the meetings last year and
adhered to up to the middle of February
last, was somewhat inconvenient. The views
of all members resident in the United King-
dom and likely to be able to be present at
the meetings were invited, with the result
that a large majority were in favour of a
somewhat earlier hour, and the time was
accordingly fixed at 6 p.m., an hour that has
so far met with general approval amongst
the members who are most regular in their
attendance.

At ten of the meetings papers or notes
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have been read, all accompanied by displays
of the stamps or other subjects dealt with,
while displays alone have also been given
on four evenings, and one meeting has been
devoted to a discussion of a proposition by
Mr. Oldfield on the question of the illustra-
tion of papers read at the meetings of the
Society.

Papers and Displays

The papers have consisted of one on
* Royal Proclamations” concerning the Post
Office, by the Vice-President ; notes on the
types of the 2s. (1854—64) of * Victoria,” and
explanatory notes as to the forthcoming work
on the stamps of the * Australian Common-
wealth,” both by Mr. Hausburg ; a paper on
the stamps of “Canada,” by Mr. M. H.
Horsley ; on *“Danish West Indian” stamps,
by Mr. T. W. Hall ; notes on the stamps of
“ Switzerland,” by Colonel Bonhote ; a paper
on the stamps of the “lonian Islands,” by
Mr. E. D. Bacon; notes on the stamps of
“Denmark,” by Mr. W, Dorning Beckton ;
notes on the so-called “ Woodblocks ” of the
“ Cape of Good Hope,” by Mr. M. P. Castle ;
and a paper on the first issues of “China,”
by Mr. E. ]J. Nankivell.

The following have been responsible for
displays, viz.: H.R.H. the President, the
stamps of Hong Kong and Kashmir; Mr.
R. M. Reid, who showed unused European
stamps ; Mr. Sidebotham, a selection from
his general collection ; and Mr. Duveen,
unused stamps of Spain.

Increase in Membership

I am glad to be able to report a consider-
able increase in the number of members
elected during the past year, and that the
hopes | ventured to express in my last
report that the loss of members there
recorded might be speedily regained have
been more than satisfied.

Forty-one new members have been elected,
viz.: Mrs. W. E. George, Miss Cassels,
Captain J. S. Summers, Captain J. R. P.
Clarke, the Rev. D. J. Stather Hunt, and
Messrs. R. M. Mann, H, A. Slade, T. A.
Wise, M. Jonas, H. R. Calvert, D. C. Gray,
G. B. Bainbridge, E. W, Wetherell, F.
Gerhartz, W. Matthews, G. F. Rotherham,
A. L. Adutt, W. W. Sanderson, H. Kjell-
stedt, J. R. Burton, E. Barclay-Smith, W. B.
Price, H. S. Bridgwater, F. ]J. Peplow,
R. M. R. Milne, J. H. Clapp, G. Coles, R.
Mabson, J. C. Rix, H. W, Baron, W. H.
Tarrant, O. Andreen, J. Park, H. Djurling,
S. Keyser, W. Denison Roebuck, J. S.
Higgins, jun., J.-Walker, jun., A. Crawford,
T. W. Riggall, and A. H. Weber. Amongst
these we are pleased to welcome the Presi-
dent and one of “he principal officers of the
Swedish Philatelic Society.

In addition, Mr. L. E. Hall, a son of Mr.
T. W. Hall, has been admitted, under the

new rules, as the first associate of the
Society.

Losses

On the other hand we have lost the fol-
lowing six members through death: Mr. W.
Armistead, Mr. R. Ehrenbach, Major C. J.
Everett Mumby, Lieutenant B. Oxehfvud,
Mr. E. H. Roebuck, and Mr. W. Thorne.

Mr. Armistead had been a member for
nearly fifteen years, and the announcement
of his death, as well as that of Major Mumby
who joined the Society about fourteen years
ago, was received with much regret.

Mr. W. Thorne, a very old collector, was
one of the most prominent philatelists in the
United States of America, and his death is a
distinct loss to Philately.

Lieutenant Oxehfvud was a Swedish officer,
who joined the Society in 1893. Although
he was never present at any of our meetings,
he always took the greatest interest in our
affairs, and was in constant correspondence
with myself as Honorary Secretary.

Death of Mr. Ehrenbach

The sudden death of Mr. R. Ehrenbach,
in August last, was a great shock to his
numerous friends. From the time of join-
ing our ranks in 1892 he was one of the
most regular attendants at our meetings,

; and speedily became a leading member of
_ the Society, being clected to a seat on the

Council in 1894, a position that he retained
to the last. From his wide knowledge of
stamps, he was able to render valuable
assistance to the Expert Committee, of
which he became a member in the season
1902-3, and his death at a comparatively
early age is a great loss to the Society.
Few collectors have ever been so universally
known throughout all the quarters of the
globe as Mr. R. Ehrenbach, and all who were
privileged to make his personal acquaint-
ance fell under the charm of his bright and
genial nature. His name will always rank
as one of the prominent philatelists of the
past twenty years, and the loss occasioned
by his death 1s not confined to the Society,
but is a loss to the world of Philately.

The resignations during the past season
were nine in number, viz.: Messrs. J. M,
Andreini, S. B. Baxter, J. H. Chapman,
E. S. Davidson, H. Ferrier-Kerr, G. F.
Jackson, A. W. Maclean, G. B. T. Nicholl,
and F. N. Schiller.

Four names have been removed under the
statutes, making with the deaths and resig-
nations a total of nineteen to be deducted
from the number of new members given
above, the result showing a net increase of
twenty-two in our membership, as compared
with the number at the date of my last
report. .
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Total Membership, 229

The actual number now on the register of
members is 229, but there are still twelve
who have not yet signified their assent, as
required by the articles of association, to be
entered on the register. Several of these
are resident in Australia, so that there has
been barely time to hear from them, and as
I bave no doubt that at least seven out of
the twelve will in due course come in, our
actual number may be reckoned at 236
members and one associate.

The Accounts

The articles of association of the Society
provide for the accounts for the year ending
on the previous 31 March being submnitted
at the annual general meeting. This being
so, there are of course no accounts of the
Incorporated Society to be dealt with this
evening, as we only commenced business
under the new regime in April last ; but the
Auditors will explain the accounts for the
year prior to the incorporation, which, as
I am pleased to be able to report, will show
that the improvement in finances recorded
last year has been fully maintained, and that
the Society is in a sound financial position.

The cash balance handed over to the
Society by the Treasurer as on 31 March
last was upwards of £300, all outstanding
liabilities to that date having been paid.
Of this amount a sum of £770 has been set
aside as a separate fund representing the
estimated value of commuted subscriptions
paid by members still remaining on the
books of the Society, and this fund, with the
addition of future commuted subscriptions,
will be dealt with under a scheme approved
by the Council which, it is believed, will
ensure the fund being always maintained at
a sufficient amount to fully represent the
value of all commuted subscriptions at any
given time. It is satisfactory to find that
even after deduction of this sum the cash
balance at the disposal of the Society is
largely in excess of the total cash balance
available at the corresponding period of the
previous year.

The Exhibition Balance

In connexion with the subject of the
accounts, I should mention that a con-
siderable sum of money has been placed
in the hands of the Society, as trustees,
by the Executive Committee of the Inter-
national Exhibition held in London last
year. It is gratifying to know that the Ex-
hibition that was such a conspicuous phila-
telic success, was also successful from a
financial point of view, and that on the
settlement of the accounts there remained
in the hands of the Committee a balance of
£273 55. 2d. It was decided by the Com-
mittee to ask the Society to take charge of
this balance, and to hold it as trustees to be

used for the purposes of any future Inter-
national Philatelic Exhibition to be held
under the auspices of the Society, or for
such other purposes for the general benefit
of Philately as the Council should consider
expedient.

The Society has accepted the trust, and
the money, with a small accumulation of
interest, has been handed over to the Council.
By their order it has been invested in the
name of the Society in trust securities, and
will be held as a separate fund to be devoted
to the objects indicated as and when occasion
arises and the Council may direct. The
confidence in the Society evidenced by this
graceful act of the Exhibition Committee
will, I am sure, be highly appreciated by our
members.

The Library

Our congratulations and thanks are due
to the Honorary Librarian, Mr. L. W.
Fulcher, on the practical completion of the
arduous task undertaken by him in the classi-
fication and arrangement of the Society’s
Library. The accumulation of period zals
referred to in last year’s report has been
examined and sorted, and a list has been
prepared of all the minor periodicals (mostly
rather incomplete) contained in the Library,
and the Card Catalogue, together with this
list, comprises all the literature that the
Society possesses, except the auction cata-
logues.

Further volumes to the number of 142
have been bound during the year, and very
little more can now be done in this direction
until the missing parts of periodicals have
been acquired.

In addition to the above work, Mr. Fulcher
has sorted and arranged, and bas prepared
alist of the duplicates of unbound periodicals,
etc., a task of no light nature, as may be
readily understood when I mention the fact
that these duplicates filled seventeen large
sacks, which were sent from the Society’s
offices to the private residence of our ener-
getic Librarian for sorting and classification.

The Council have held a large number of
meetings during the past year, many being
necessitated by the change in the constitu-
tion and for disposing of numerous questions
relating to the affairs of the Society.

The vacancy in the Expert Committee
caused by the death of Mr. Ehrenbach has
been filled by the election of Mr. T. W.
Hall, and the Committec have been fully
occupied throughout such part of the season
as is devoted to their work.

The Reference Collection

An important step has been taken in the
decision to form an official reference col-
lection of stamps and other objects of phila-
telic interest. When the matter was first
discussed it was referred to a committee
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consisting of Messrs. M. P. Castle, H. R.
Oldfield, and L. W. Fulcher, for considera-
tion and report. Their report was subse-
quently adopted, and these gentlemen with
Mr. Hausburg have now been appointed a
permanent committee to settle the details
of the scheme and to take all necessary
steps to carry it into effect, and also to
manage and arrange the collection to be
formed.

The assistance of members in the starting
of the collection, which cannot fail to be
of value and assistance to the Society, is
cordially invited, and if all who are in-
terested in the work are able to contribute
a small portion of the duplicates owned by
them, the collection should soon become
valuable for the purposes of reference.

Society’s Pablications

Although no work has been published by
the Society since the appcarance of Africa,
Part Il1I, towards the end of last season,
considerable progress has been made with
the preparations for the forthcoming volumes
on the stamps of the Australian Common-
wealth.

Some of the proposed illustrations for the
part dealing with the stamps of New South
Wales have been shown at a recent meeting,
and the Committee entrusted with the pub-
lication are to be congratulated on the
success that has attended their efforts to
make the illustrations as complete and
perfect as possible. From what has been
already seen there can be no doubt that the
illustrations of the numerous plates of the
“Sydney Views” and “ Laureated” issues
will be very far in advance of those that
were obtainable for Oceania, most of them
being taken from unused stamps, or, where
these were not available, from specimens
with light cancellations.

1 am sorry to see that complaints of delay
in the publication have been made by some
of our Australian friends. They may rest
assured that there will be no delay, except
such as may be rendered necessary by reason
of the determination of the Committee, that
the work when issued shall be as perfect as
it can be made. The complaints are happily
confined to a few who have not given the
assistance to the Committee that might have
been expected of them, and the general body
of philatelists, who are looking forward to
the publication, are satisfied that the work
is in capable hands, and will be presented
to the philatelic public at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

Mr. Jex Long’s Philatelic Index”

I should like h:re to call attention to one
volume of importance that has appeared
during the past year. Although not issued
by the Society, it is deserving of record in
this report as the work of one of our fellow

members. I refer to the Plhilatelic Index,
by Mr. W. A. R. Jex Long, containing an
alphabetical list of the principal articles
from some of the chief philatelic magazines
in the English language down to the end of
1904. This work is generally recognized as
one of considerable value for reference pur-
poses, covering as it does the principal con-

| tents of about 120 volumes of the various

magazines dealt with by the author.

Fearing to trespass too far on your
patience, I have, in this my thirteenth
annual report, confined my remarks to the
doings and affairs of the Society in an
eventful year, without touching on matters
and events outside our immediate circle, and
these are so fully dealt with in the philatelic
journals, that any observations of mine would
only be a recapitulation of what has already
appeared in print.

I may, however, be excused for referring
to the fact of an exhibition of the stamps of
France having been recently organized by
the Government of that country, as a striking
instance of the progress of Philately, and of
official recognition of the widespread interest
attaching to the pursuit.

In conclusion, I would wish to express the
sincere hope that the changes in our name
and constitution may be the means of im-
parting renewed vitality to the life and work
of the Society, and may act as an incen-
tive to individual members to do all in their
power to render it worthy of its distinguished
title and important objects.

London Philatelist.

APPROVAL SHEETS
AND COLLECTIONS

New Sheets of Stamps for beginners and medium
collectors. We have just been arranging our
Approval Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new
and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps
are mounted on Sheets, containing an average of
100 Stamps per Sheet. They are all arranged in
the order ofp our New Catalogue. First, Great
Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries.
These Sheets contain about o000 different Stamps,
and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent
on demand. The Sheets arranged to date are over
forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and
the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries,

A SPLENDID START
THE FINEST PACKET

Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet con-
tains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes,
Bands, and Cards), and is the cheapest packet
ever. offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being
absolutely guaranteed. The price it is offered at
is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection,
embracing as it does scores of scarce varieties,
provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and
obsolete varieties,

15s., post-free and registered,

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
30t Strand, Londen, W.C.



1906.

Portrait Series. Perf, 12.

Eranasict

i
10 <QhEe 1D

é;@_?-'s.C I

- — -

Engraved and printed by the American Bank Note Co., New York.

THE NEW BRAZILIANS
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Some Notable Sets

By THE EDITOR

The New Brazilians

E purpose displaying a few pages of

some of the more handsome sets

of stamps of varied design. The
poverty-stricken designs of our own stamps
are apt to beget the impression that those
artists must be right who scoff at the
idea of the space of a postage stamp allow-
ing any scope for the display of art. The
stamp collector, who is acquainted with what
other countries have done and are doing in
the matter of stamp designs, could tell a
different story ; but probably few stamp col-
lectors are aware of the wealth of variety in
design lavished on some countries’ postal
issues. Our display of some of the most
handsome sets is also intended to afford a
few hints on the arrangement of the album
pages. :

Our first selection is the just-completed
beautiful series of new Brazilians. These
stamps have rarely been beaten for variety,
neatness, and compactness of design. The
stamps are an historical series, for they pre-
sent, from the republican point of view, the
portraits of the men who have been the
most prominent figures in the making of
modern Brazil.

Taking the values in their order, we set
out a few brief particulars of each portrait.

10 reis, slate.  Portrait o( Aristides Lobo.
One time Adjutant-General of the army, and
one of the signatories of the manifesto of
protest against the preztorian rule of Presi-
dent da Fonseca.

20 reis, violet.  Portrait of Benjamin Con-
stant, a Positivist, and disciple of Auguste
Comte, the promulgation of whose theories
in Brazil gave a great impetus to the repub-
lican movement, and eventually led to the
overthrow of the mild monarchical rule of
Dom Pedro.

5o reis, green. Portrait of Alvares Ca-
bral, a Portuguese navigator who became
the successor of Vasco da Gama, and dis-
covered the coast of Brazil on 22 April, 1500.

100 reis, rose. Portrait of Admival Wan-
denkolk, who led the naval revolt against
President da Fonseca which eventually com-
pelled that military martinet to resign.

200 reis, blue. Porirait of Manuel Deo-
doro da Fonseca, one of the leading con-
spirators who dsthroned Dom Pedro II,
Emperor of Brazil, and was placed at the

head of the Provisional Government, and
finally elected President of the newly formed
republic. He endeavoured to establish a
military despotism, but was eventually com-
pelled by his former fellow conspirators to
resign,

300 reds, grey. Portrait of General Flori-
ano Peixoto, who led the military revolt in
the conspiracy which dethroned the Emperor
Dom Pedro II. When with others he forced
his former fellow conspirator, General da
Fonseca, to resign, he was elected President
of the republic.

400 reis, olive. Portrait of Dr. Prudente
da Moraes Barros. Having had enough of
military despots as Presidents, Dr. Moraes
Barros, a civilian, was elected to succeed
President Peixoto, and is generally referred
to as President Moracs.

500 reis, deep purple. Portrait of Dr.
Manuel Campos Salles, who succeeded Dr.
Moraes Barros as President, and continued
his policy of opposition to the military
despotism of Peixoto and Fonseca. He
was a man of private fortune and an able
lawyer. He was a republican from con-
viction, and for several years before the
deposition of Dom Pedro Il assisted in
spreading the republican propaganda. He
visited Europe and successfully arranged
terms with the foreign creditors of Brazil.

700 reis, ved-brown. Portrait of Dr. Rod-
riguez Alvas, a former Governor of Sao
Paulo, who was installed as President on
15 November, 1902, and whose term of
office expires this year.

1000 reis, 2000 reis, and 5000 reis.
of Liberty.

Head

The stamps are the work of the American
Bank Note Co., of New York, and are very
fine specimens of portrait engraving.

SUMMARY,
Perf.12. Unused., Used,
s. d. s d.
10 r., blue-grey . . . 0o -
20 1., violet . . .01 —_
50r.,deepgreen ., . . 0 2 -
100 T., TOse-cCarmine . . . O 3 —
a00r., blue . . o 6 o 4
3oor,sepia . . B . o8 -
400 I., Olive-green . . 010 —_
soor., purple . . . .1 2 1 2
joor., orown, . . . . 2 6 -
1000 T., vermilion . . . 4 6 4 6
2000 T., yellow-green . . 2 6 2 6

S000 ., tOSe. .
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New Issucs
By FRANK PHILLIPS

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr, Frank Phillips,
3091 8trand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful if readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible
Information concerning issues of stamps new or projected. News from the colonies in particular will be much
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above-

mentioned address.

Aitutaki.— Ewen’s Weekly (15.6.07) chronicles
a much darker shade of the z4d., the overprint
remaining the same as before. Issued 11.05 or

earlier,
Wwhk. N Z Star. Per/. 11.
Unused. Used.
s d. s d.

2kd., dark blue . . L. = —

Australian Commonwealth,—Ewen’s Weekly
(8.6.07) chronicles another value on the Common-
wealth paper.

CWamk. Crown and A, Pcrf. 113, 12 compound with 11.

Unused. Used.
s. d. s d

44, green ., .

. Austria.—We learn on good authority that it
is proposed to commemorate the sixtieth anni-
versary of the reign ef Francis Joseph I by the
issue of a portrait series of stamps. According
to Le Journal des Philatélistes, ten values are to
be issued, as follows :—

1 h., Charles VI of Germany (1711).
2 h., Maria Theresa of Austria (1740).
3 h., Joseph II of Austria (1780).
§ h,, Francis Joseph I in 1848,
10 h, v v 1878,
12 h., Leopold II (1790).
20 h., Francis I (1792).
25 h., Francis Joseph I in 1906.
30 h., Ferdinand I (1835).
35h i R

The anniversary will not take place until
2 December, 1908, so it will still be some time
before we have definite news of this projected
issue.

Austrian Levant.—Z¢ /. fes Phil. (31.5.07)
informs us that at the Austrian Post Office in
Constantinople stamps of Austrian Crete, i.e.
those surcharged in French currency, are now
being used.

Bulgaria.—Weareinformed by the Phslatelssten
Zeitung (6.07) that the 1 leva stamp has not only
been slightly altered in shade, but also that the
figures of value in the upper corner have been
redrawn. The small projections at the top of
the figures have been removed, the figures them-
selves being also slightly reduced in size.

Unused. Used.
s, d s 4
1L, deep green and brightred . — -

Congo Free State,—Z¢ Timbre Poste (25.5.07)
informs us it is rumoured that a new set of stamps
will be issued for this State as soon as the arbi-
tration now proceeding decides whether it is to
remain under the protection of Belgium or be
placed under that of France.

Dominica. — We are informed by Ewen's
Weekly (15.6.07) that the first value of this
country was issued on the multiple chalk-surfaced
paper on or before 25.5.07.

Wk, Multiple Crown CA. Chalky paper.
Unused, Used.
. s. d. 2 d.
1d., black and carmine P —_
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Federated Malay States.—ZEwen's Weekly
(15.6.07) informs us that the 3 c. has been seen
with the watermark upright instead of sideways.
This may of course be an error, or the whole set
may be received in this condition within a short
time.

Wik, Multiple Crown CA. Upright. Ordinary paper.

8 ¢., black and ultramarine
,51

French Congo.—We are sorry to learn from
Le /. des Phil. (31.5.07) that this colony is
shortly to be divided for postal purposes.
¢ Middle Congo” is to have an issue all to itself,
somewhat similar to the above illustration, but,
thank goodness, of a smaller size.

|
D

French P.0O.’s in China.—A new value, viz.
35 ¢., has recently been chronicled for Canton,
Hoi-Hao, Kouang Tcheou Wan, Mongtzé, Pack-
hoi, Tchongking, and Yunnan-Fou. According
to Le Journal des Philatélistes (31.5.07), 9000
stamps were surcharged for Canton and 6000
each for the other six offices.

We understand that Yunnan-Fou and Yunna-
Sen are the same town. In Chinese ** Sen” and
*“ Fou” both mean *‘ town,” the latter indicating a
B{,ace of greater importance than the former.

ithin the last six months Yunnan has been
raised from “ Yen” to the more important rank
of *Fou.”

French Levant.—It is rumoured that the
stamps for these offices are shortly to be over-
printed with Turkish characters of value, in which
case some values will probably be suppressed, as
they will not have an equivalent value in ** paras.”

__A.Jh»

Holkar.—We have just received a supply of
the 1 a. in the new type, which was first chronicled

by the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain (5.07).
The sheets consist of eighty stamps, ten hori-
zontal rows of eight stamps each,

Indore type. Perf. 1{?—:4. g
nused.

5. d. 3.

Used.
4.

ta,green. . . . .

WIS W
pd(Two cents ]

Hong Kong.—We have received a supply of
two values chronicled in the Supplement to the
Catalogue, which are printed in one colour on
white paper, viz. the 4 c. and 10c. The multiple-
watermark ordinary paper is used, as was to be

expected. The 10 c, arrived in sheets of 240
stamps, composed of four panes of sixty. The
complete sheet bears a serial number in the top
right-hand corner, our sheets being numbered
L 6003 and upwards. The 4 c. arrived separated
(by a cutting machine) into panes of sixty, these:
panes being apparently the upper right-hand and
the lower left-hand. The panes must have been
separated in England, as each pane bears a serial
number in the upper right-hand corner, the num-
bers in our consignment running from L 13009
upwards.

A peculiarity in the sheets of the 10¢. is that
the six bottom rows get lighter and lighter, the
difference of shade being constant in all the
sheets in our consignment.

Multiple wimk. Ordinary paper.
Unused. Used.
5. d s d.

King.

4 c., vermilion . . e .
10¢., ultramarine . . . .

We learn from Ewen’s IWeekly (15.6.07) that
two more values were issued on chalk-surfaced
paper on 8.5.07 or earlier,

Wk, Multiple Crown CA. Chalky paper.

50 C.. grcy-green and magenta
$1, lilac and sage-green -, .

Leeward Islands.—We have just received a
supply of the 2jd., ultramarine on white; they
are printed on multiple ordinary paper in two
panes of sixty stamps each, the sheet of 120
bearing the plate number * 1” in the four corners.

Wk, Multiple Crown CA. Ordinary paper.
Unus:d. Used.
s d s

23d., ultramarine on white . . o 4 -
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Luxemburg.—We are informed by L’Ecko de
la Timbrologie (15.6,07) that this country is shortly
to issue a set of Postage Dues. The set will
comprise seven values, namely, § c., 10¢c., 12} c.,
20 ¢., 25 C.y 50 C., and I fr.

Mexico.—A new set of postage stamps will be
issued very shortly, of which all the values but
two will remain of similar design to that of the
present issue. The 5c. and 5 p., however, will
bear a view of the new General Post Office in
Mexico City.

Montenegro.—A series of new stamps has
just arrived quite unexpectedly, the currency
being in ‘‘paras” instead of in *‘ Heller” and
“ Kronen ” as heretofore. Why this change has
been made we are for the present unable to say.
The portrait is that of King Nicholas I, who is
now sixty-seven years of age.

Portrait of Nicholas I, Ferf. 11}.

Unused. Used.

s. d s 4
1 p., bistre .
SP-,green .
10 p., fOse .
15 p., blue .

20 p., orange
28§ p.,’ dark blue
3$p., brown .
50 P., violet .

Unpaid Letter Stamps. Perf. 13X12}.

.

Prrrrrnd
FEvrrant

R

Unused. Used.

s. d 5 4.
sp,brown . . . . —- —
w0p., violet . . . . - —
25 p., TOSE ot e = —

50 p., green . . -

Acknowledgment of Receipt Stamp. Perf. 11},

Unused. Used.
s. d. 2 4

25 p., olive-brown , o .

NewZealand, —Thefollowinginteresting letter
has been received from the Secretary of the New
Zealand Postal Department by one of our clients,
who has kindly allowed us to make use of it.

WELLINGTON, x0 April, 1907.
Six,—1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the zoth ultimo about the change in size of the 6d.
current New Zealand postage stamp.
It has been ascertained from the Government printer
4bat in December, 1900, one plate for printing 120 stamps

at 6d. was received from Messrs. Waterlow, of London,
and the whole supply of the stamp was printed from this
single plate until January last, when two new steel plates,
to print 240 stamps each, were received.

The original 6d. stamp (as with several other denomina-
tions) was not of the same size as the 1d. Universal, and
240 stamps could not be printed upon the watermarked
paper used in printing other values, It was therefore
decided to have a new die engraved to the size of the xd.
value, and two plates produced from that die to print 240
stamps each. ‘The die was cut and the plates were pre-
pared by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Company, London.
The first issue of the ** Official " stamps printed from the
new plates was made in February last.

Yours obediently,
(s D. RosErTSoN,
Secretary.

Northern Nigeria.—We learn from ZEwen's
Weekly (8.6.07) that another value has been seen
on chalk-surfaced paper; the two values pre-
viously noted were the 1d. and 1s.

Wik Multiple Cr. CA, Chalky paper. Perf. 14,
Unused, Used.
s. d. s d

6d., purple and violet

Paraguay.—The above is an illustration of
No. 110, in the Supplement to the Catalogue, and
according to the 2 5.Z, (1.6.07) an Official stamp
has also been issued similar to the above except
for the insertion of the word ¢ Oficial ” just above
the value. The earliest postmark seen is 20.4.06.

Official Stamp. Dated 1904. Per/. 11}, 12 (D).
Unused. Used.
s. d. s d

1 p., black and orange-brown .

Siam.—L'Ecko de la Timbrologie (15.6.07) in-
forms us that certain fiscal stamps, issued for the
purpose of paying small law-court charges, have
recently received the surcharge SIAM POSTAGE
and value, thus being available for postage. The
fiscal stamp itself is about 48 mm. in height by
20 mm. wide, and its colour is olive-green. Up
to the present three values have been seen, the
10, 20, and 40 tiéals.

Fiscal Stamp, surcharged for postal use in black (f),

with words SIAM POSTAGE and value.

Unused. Used.

. s. d. s d,
10 ti., olive-green . . . - —_
20 ti. ” PO . - —
4o ti. ” L -

N.B.—The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from
Staniey Glbdons, Ltd., 801 8trand, London, W.C.
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New Zecaland “Officials”

Alleged lllegal Sales

Charge against a Dunedin Dealer

CASE of interest came before the

Police Court at Dunedin, New Zealand,

on 7 May, 1907, when W. L. Hooper
was charged with having unlawfully dealt in
stamps without being duly licensed under
the Stamp Act, 1882, to deal in such stamps.
The stamps n question are the Offical
stamps now used by Government Depart-
ments instead of the old franking system.
The facts, as stated, were that for some time
the detectives have been on the look-out for
certain stamps which have been stolen from
the General Post Office, Wellington. In
the course of investigations, Chief Detective
Herbert visited the defendant’s place of
business in Crawford Street, the defendant
carrying on a stamp business there in the
name of Wilcox and Smith. The chief
detective had some talk about stamps in
general with defendant, and the latter pro-
duced his stamp book. When the leaves
were being examined, Detective Herbert
noticed a couple of sheets of unused Official
stamps. He said nothing at the moment,
but later said casually, “Turn back to the
Official stamps.” The defendant said, “I
did not intend you should have seen those
stamps, but I know you will not say any-
thing about them. They are not supposed
to be sold.” The detective took possession
of the stamps. Defendant said that he had
legal advice that he was not prevented from
having these stamps in his possession, and
that he did not purchase them from a
Government servant, and further that the
vendor was no more liable than he (Hooper)
was. He added that the vendor was a sort
of semi-Government official. Later on the
defendant wrote to the chief detective, de-
manding the return of the stamps, and
stating that he would be held liable should
defendant miss a market. These Official
stamps were stamps issued by the Govern-
ment for use by Government Departments
solely, and they could not be used for any
other purpose whatever. They could not
be bought, and they could not (in the first
instance) be obtained honestly anywhere.
No private person had the right to have
the stamps in his possession unused. De-
fendant was not a licensed dealer in stamps ;
he was evidently a buyer of these stamps,
because he (counsel) produced a circular

admittedly issued by defendant, which ad-
vertised for them, and which had evidently
been widely circulated, because a copy was
received by the Chief Clerk of the i:olice
Court. On this circular was the announce-
ment, “ Unused Official double face value.”
(Mr. "White objected to the circular being
read or admitted, because it was merely
evidence of Mr. Hooper being a general
stamp dealer. The Magistrate admitted
the evidence provisionally.) Defendant was
a respectable member of the community,
and it was extremely difficult for counsel to
understand how he could have failed to
appreciate the extreme danger to a very
large class of Government employees in
issuing this circular. These stamps cost
the Departments nothing. In some Depart-
ments they were closely checked, but in
others perhaps they were not. If any lad
in a Government Department took 2s. worth
of stamps to Mr. Hooper, it meant by that
circular that he received 4s. for them.

Mr. White, for the defence, contended
that if there had been anything in the
Gazetle notice providing that a purchaser
of these Official stamps unused must get
them in his possession dishonestly, a charge
to that effect would have been brought in
the present case. The fact was that the
Department was in a quandary ; they saw
that they could not proceed under the
Gazetle notice, and so took this indirect
method of “dealing without a licence.” He
submitted that *“dealing” under the Stamp
Act could not mean “buying with the in-
tention of selling.” *Dealing” was not
complete until a sale took place. In order
to constitute * dealing ” there must be proved
an overt act of sale. With regard to the
letter upon which the prosecution relied, he
submitted that no conviction could be re-
corded because of that. The letter merely
évinced an intention to sell, and the Magls-
trate could not, in a case like this, convict
on presumptions. All the stamp dealers in
Great Britain and France were in the same
position as Mr. Hooper; not one held a
licence.

The Magistrate reserved his decision.
New Zealand Paper.
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Transatlantic Postage

R. CHARLES N. HOLMES, of
Brookline, Mass., U.S.A., writes to
The Tribune to complain of the 23d.
letter rate from the United Kingdom to the
United States. He points out that a letter
from Canada to India or from New York to
the Philippines costs only a penny, yet from
London to Boston the charge is 23d. Con-
sidering the close band of commerce and
friendship between England and the United
States, he thinks a penny rate ought to be
adopted.

It takes two to make a bargain, and a
representative of The ZTrtbune was informed
at the General Post Office yesterday that the
United States Government, when sounded
on the subject some time ago, were not
willing to make any change. The 24d. rate

Editorial Notes

Editorial Communications.—All communications
intended for the Editor should be addressed to
Edward J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park,
Tunbridge Wells,

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has
mo time for direct correspondence. All letters re-
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head
of *Answers to Correspondents.”

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to
the publishers as set out on the front page of
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but
never to the Editor.

is fixed by Article 5 of the Washington Con-
vention, although the right is reserved to the
contracting parties to make treaties outside
the Convention.

After 1 October, in pursuance of a decision
of the International Postal Union last May,
letters available by the 2id. post may be
under 1 oz, instead of under § oz, as at
present. But even this meagre reform was
only carried by a very small majority.

The truth is that the matter is purely one of
£ s.d. Theintroduction of the ounce unit will
involve a sacrifice of £ 190,000 a year revenue,
and it is calculated that the introduction of
universalpenny postageat thesametime would
involve an initial loss of £640,000 a year.

The Tribune.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are
now prepared to supply special covers for binding
the numgers of Vol. IV of Gibbons Stamp Weekly
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at ss. 6d.,
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. I. January to June, 1905,
including the rare early numbers, 4oo pages.
1os. gd., post-free. Vol. II. July to December,
190S. 444 pages, price 4s. od., post-free. Vol. I1I,
January to June, 1906. 420 pages, price 4s. 9d.,
post-free,

Gibbons Stamp ({eekly

Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL

A popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the
general collector, and more especially for
beginners and young collectors.

WEEKLY CONTENTS.
The Countries of the World.
By Ed. J. Nankivell.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior,

New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus-
trated.

Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Gossip of the Hour, By Cornelius Wrinkle,
Philatelic Societies’ Reports.

The Stamp Market. By an Odd Lot. A chat
on Prices.

Special Foreign and Colonial Correspondence,
Answers to Correspondents.
Philatelic Diary of Coming Events.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or
12 months at the following rates, post-free :—

Gt. Britain
and
Colonies.

U.S.A. | France, |
and

lwaly, or ! Germany.
Canada. sz:n. € 4

3months | 1s. 8d. | goc. | fc. 2.00 ! m. 1.70
6 4 3s. 3d. | 8oc. | fc. 4.00 | m, 3.25
12 6s. 6d. | $1.60 | fc. 8.00 | m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our
readers to order G. S. W. from their nearest
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would
be if posted. ‘
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Gossip of the Mour

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

Twenty Shillings for Looking at a Stamp

WENTY shillings for looking at

a nice stamp out of the tail of your

eye is not a bad fee ; it is the charge
of the Expert Committee of the Royal Phila-
telic Society, and, of course, it is worth it
You can’t get, or even expect, a Royal Mogul
to look at you, or your stamp, under a good
big fee. If it is a common garden stamp
such as anybody else would sort of turn up
his nose at, why then you are let off for
five shillings.

If you want something cheap, you can
stand by the door of 391 Strand, and see
the Royal Moguls themselves, on the third
Thursday of each month, for less than gs.
apiece.

I am thinking of setting up myself as a
Mogul, and my scale of charges will be: For
looking at you and your stamp, five bob;
stamp alone, one bob; ladies, stamp only
charged for.

But, joking aside, it strikes me that these
expert charges are getting a bit too thick.
Whilst admitting that an expert’s opinion
is well worth paying for in very difficult
cases, I am inclined, nevertheless, to fear
that these big fees are apt to be not only
prohibitive, but detrimental to the popular-
1zation of the hobby.

Save your Money
My advice is, study your stamps with the
aid of the philatelic hiterature that is avail-
able, and be vour own expert. I have only
once paid for an expert’s opinion, and that
was for his opinicn of himself. He had
pronounced a stamp of mine bad. A few
years afterwards I submitted the selfsame
stamp to him and his colleagues, and he
pronounced it good.

I have had many stamps sent me for my
opinion, and [ can honestly say that, except

in one case, every one of those stamps
could have been expertized by any regular
reader of current philatelic literature.

Of course, if collectors will not read their
journals, with their warnings and teachings,
why then they must pay the big fees—and
serve them right.

The Royal Society’s Total Membership

I cONFESS I am greatly disappointed at the
total net membership of the Royal Society,
as set out by Mr. Tilleard in his ever-in-
teresting Annual Report: 229, with a possible
236, is not great; it should have been at
least 300. I would have laid odds on 300.
Entrance fee halved, splendid works in pro-
gress, and fellowship in a Royal Society,
ought to have netted a better result.

There is still room for about 120 elections
before the list can be closed for the election
of fellows,

What are my country collecting friends
thinking of, that they let this opportunity
go by? Surely there is a full guid pro quo
now for the guinea subscription asked.

The Society’s Funds

IT cannot be long before the Society tukes
higher rank and makes its importance felt.
It is flourishing in the matter of funds as
it has never flourished before. It has {300
cash in hand, besides another £275 exhibi-
tion balance.

It is therefore no longer hampered by
debt, and the thousand and one difficulties
that debt creates. Its President stands next
the throne, its Vice-President is the most
scientific philatelist of his day, it is fortu-
nate in its able and influential Hon. Secre-
taries, and its Librarian is an ideal one.

No one can gainsay these facts, and yet
it is not doing its seventy miles an hour !
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More East African Changes

CaN it be possible-that there are to be more
changes in East Africa? A correspondent
of Ewen's Weekly says he
hears that East Africa and
Uganda are to be separated,
and that the Indian currency

of “annas” is to give way to
“cents.” It is inconceivable
that the authorities should be
e tpad| chopping and changing in
this quick-change manner.
Really, with the division and redivision of
territories in West and East Africa one
wonders whether the Colonial Office is quite
sure of its own mind from one year to
another.

Pity the Poor Cataloguer

THEY might at least have some pity upon
the poor stamp cataloguer. What on earth
will become of him if he has to scratch his
poor poll for a solution of such gquestions as
how to place the divided and redivided
and subdivided territories? He will be driven
to pray earnestly for wholesale Federation.
The poor fellow will not be blamed if he
settles the vexed question by giving each
change its own heading. Thus we should
have separate headings for DBritish East
Africa, Uganda, East Africa and Uganda,
and so on; Southern l\lgena, Northern
Nigeria, and all the other Nigerias.

Simplification is the order of the day.
We are to have the simple life, simplified
catalogues,simplified arrangement, simplified
albums, and last, dut not least, simplified
prices.

Other Changes in Prospect

THEN there are the changes which must
soon be made in many stamps to enable
them to conform to the Postal Union require-
ments. It will be remembered that some
years ago the Postal Union recommended
the adoption of green for the 3d. value, red
for the 1d., and blue for the 24d. Since
then it has agreed to make those colours
compulsory, and by October of this year all
that have not been changed must conform.
Here is a list of the stamps that will have to
be changed between this and October. I
copy it from Ewen's Weekly, being too lazy
to work it out for myself.

Antigua, 1d.

Permuda, #d., 1d., a}d.
British Central Afm:a. 1d. (no §d. or 23d. issued).
WHritish Honduras, 2 ¢., § ¢
British New Guinea (Papu-), 1¢y2¢C,8C
Brunei, r c., 2¢, 8¢
Cyprus, 4, x. 2 piastre.
Domlmca, 4d,, 1d., 24d.
East Africa, 3, 4, 10 c2nts?
Fijilslands, 3{d.
Gibraltar, 2¢4d.
Gold Coast, 4d
Jamaica, 24d., blue.

ohore, 2, 4, 10 cents.
ward Isands, 1d.

Malay Sutes, 45 10 CENtS.

Mala, 2

Maunuus 3, 6, 15 cents.
.Montserrat, 4d., 1d., 23d

North Borneo, 2 ¢c., 4 c., 10¢.

Northern Nigeria, 3d., ld., 24d.

Queensland, 23d.

St. Helena 2id.

St. Kites-N evis, 3d

St. Lucia, §d., 3 z]d

St. Vincent, 2 )&d

Sierra Leone, 4d., 1d., 23d.

Somaliland, 1 anna.

Southern ngena, 3d., 1d,, 24d.

Straits Settlements, 4 ¢

Sudan, 2, 4 mill., 1 piastre.

Tasmania small ¢d.

Tonga Islands, id , 1d., 2}d. (not in Postal Union).
Transvaal, 24d.

Virgin lslands id., 1d., 24d.

Bosnia, s, 10, 25 heller (btcoloured)

Bulgana, S, 10, 2§ stotinki (bicoloured).

China is not in the Postal Union but should it join,

the 2, 4, and 10 cents would have to be altered.

Liberia, 1, 2, s cents (bicoloured).

And several South and Central American republics.
Many of the above are partly printed in the Postal Union
colours, and perbaps this may be accepted as a compliance
with the new condition.

The Question of Completeness

IN this question of Old ». New Issues let
me call the serious attention of the duellists
to the fact that Exhibition Committees allow
fifty per cent for completeness in judging a
collection. If a collection is confined to old
or new issues, what becomes of that fifty per
cent, eh? And I fancy the average man
will similarly regard the thing.

The New St. Vincents

I HAVE not seen any of the new designs
series of St. Vincent, and | am wondering
whether the new design is to run through
the series of values, or not. Up to the
present we have only heard of two or three
values, and none of those seem to be on
sale in London yet. I am on two new-issue
lists, and 1 sneak around the Strand pretty
frequently, but I have not seen a single
specimen yet.

But they are all coming in plenty, in the
good by and by —St. Vincents, Solomon
Islands, Papua, and all the rest.

It strikes me that there will be a lively
autumn in new issues to start with.

The Stamp Tube

A TUBE railway has been opened from
Charing Cross to ’Appy ’Ampstead for the
accommodation of the celebrated philatelists
who live in that elevated region. The event
was duly celebrated with a garden party.
It is said that the Herts jollifications may
be removed to this other end of the Tube—
some day.

Prices, Then and Now, 1866-1907

A RHYL correspondent sends me a number
of the Boy's Journal for November, 1866,
and calls myattention to Young and Stockall’s
advertisement therein of stamps for sale. It
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literally makes my lips water. Fancy Mol-
davias 54, 81, and 108 paras for sixpence
each! But here’s the whole list of unused
for you to gloat over and wish you had
started in 1866 with an order for the lot : —

YOUNG & STOCKALL,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN FOREIGN
AND COLONIAL POSTAGE STAMPS
(ESTARLISHED § YEARS),

Central Chambers, 17 South Castle Street, Liverpool.

Their New Price List (18 pages with cover), of about
2300 varieties of stamps, giving fuli particulars of form,
value, colour, date of issue, phice singly and per dozen,
used and unused, will be sent on receipt of 3d. This List

is issued on the first of every month, and contains all the
stamps issued up to the day of publication.

ALL STAMPS WARRANTED GENUINE.,
They have now on hand and for sale (all unused) the follow-

ing Stamps (for prices of all otherkinds see Price List):— .

1d. Antigua, 2d. each, 1s. 10d. per dozen; Argentine
Republic (old issue), s c., 4d. each, 3s. p2rdozen; Austria
2 and 3 kr., 2d. each, is. p:r dozen ; Austrian ltaly 2 soldi,
2d., 18. 4d. per dozen, 3 soldi and env., 3d., 2s. per dozen,
old issue (head to lefS 2 soldi, 2d. eazh, 1s. 8d. per doz.,
3 soldi, 3d., 2s. 3d. per doz. ; Baden 1 k:.. 1d., 8d. perdoz.,
land-post 1 kr., 2d. each, 1s. per doz., 3 kr. and env., 2d.
cach, 1s. 6d. per doz.; Bavaria, sama price ; Bahamas 1d.,
3d., 2s., per doz. ; Barbadoes, green, 2d., 1s. perdoz., blue,
3d., 28. p:rdoz.; Belgium new issue 30 c. brown, 6d. each,
s3. per doz. 1 Ir. lilac, 1-. 6d.; Bergedorf § sch., 1d., 10d.
er doz., 1 sch., 2d., 1s. 6d., per doz., 1s. 4d. per set;
ubeck new issue adhesive and env., same price ; Bermuda
1s. 6d. each, ss. per. doz., Brazil 101., 2d., 15. per doz,
20 1., 4d., 38. per doz.. 30r. 3d. ; Bremen 1 grote adhesive
and env., 1d, each, rod. per. doz., 2 grote 2d. each, 1s. gd
per doz, ; British Columbia 24d., 7d. each, 6s. doz., 5c., 8d.
cach, 10 c., 1s. 3d. each; British Guiana 1 c., ad., 1s. per
doz., 2 ¢., 3d., 25. per. doz. ; Brunswick } s.gr., small oval,
2d. each, 1s. per doz., 1 s.gr. rose, 3d., each, 25, per doz.,
2 8.gr. blue, 4d. each, 3 s.gr, brown, 6d., env. (new issue
small oval) rs.gr., 3d, each, 2s.gr., 4d. each, 3s.gr., 64.
each, the set 1s.; Ceylon 4d., 2d. each, 1s. per doz , env.
1d. blue, 3d. each, zs. 6d. per doz., 2d. green, 6d, each;
Chili 1 ¢., 2d. each, 1s, 6d., per doz. ; Co-ta Rica § rl., 8d.
each; Canada 1 c., 1d each, rod. per doz., 2 ¢, 2d. each,
18. 8d. p=r doz, env. 5c¢. 6d., 10¢., od.; Denmark, new
issue, 4 sk. adhesive and env. 2d. each, 1s. 10d. per doz.,
2 sk., adhesive and eav.,, 2d. each, 1s. 2d. per doz,, 3 sk.,
ad, each, 2s. doz.; Ecuador Rep. § real blue, 1s. each,
108. doz. ; Knglish envelopes on wgile, blue, yellow, mauve,
and rose papers, the full set for 4s. 6d.; Germany } and §
s.gr., and 1 kr., 1d. each, 8d. per doz.,  s.gr. and 4 s.gr.
env., and 2 kr., env., 2d. each, 1s. per doz, 1 s.gr. and
4 kr. env., ad. each, 1%, 6d. per doz. ; French colonies 1 c.,
1d., 6d. per doz., set of 1, 5, 10, 20, 40, 8o c , 35.; Finland
s k., 4d., 10 k., 7d., env. gand 1ok., same price; Greece
1L, 1d., sd. doz., 2 1., 1d., 8d. doz,, § |., 2d., 1s 3d. doz.,
10 L., 3d. ; Grenada 1d., 3d. each, 2s. doz ; Honduras 2 rls,
blue and z rls. rose, 18, 3d. each; Hamburg § sch., 1d.
each, od. per doz., new 1} sch., %d. each, 2s. per doz.,
24 sch., green, 4d.; Boten, Lafrenz’, Scheerenbeck's,
Hamer's and W, Krantz’, 6d. per set of 10: Hanover 3 pfg.
green, 1d. each, 8d. per doz., § gr. and 1 gr. env. 25.
each, 1s. per doz. ; Bestellgeldfici (horse) 2d., 1s. per doz.,
horn, 2d., 1s. 6d. per doz. : new Holstein 1} sch., blue, 3d.
<each. 2s. perdoz. ; Holland new issue 5 ¢c., 2d each, 1s. 6d.
per doz.; Hong Kong 2 ¢., 3d. each, 2s, per doz., 4c.,
4d. each, 3s. 3d. per doz. ; Ionian lsles, gd. per set, 75, 6d.
per dozen sets; Italy, new issue, 1 c., 1d., 4d. per doz.,
2c., brown, 1d. each, ¢d. per doz.; Jamaica 1d., 3d. each,
2s. per doz. ; Luxembourg 1 ¢., 1d., 4d. per doz,, 2 ¢, 1d.,
6d., per doz., 4 c., 1d., 10d. per doz., 10and 12} c., 3d.
each, 2s. 3d. per doz,, 2s. ﬁi ael set; Liberia 6 ¢., 7d.,
12 ¢, 1S., 24 C., 1% ¢d.; suiara &, 1, 2 3, 4d. each,
4 centavas, 6d. each, § rl., 6d.. 2 rs.,¢d. ; Luzon 3jth, 6d.
each, es, per doz ; Malta §d , 1d. each, 10d. per doz.;
Mauritius, 1d., 3d. each, zs. per doz. ; Mecklenburg §, 1d.,
6d. per doz., 1 sch. env,, id., 18. 9d. per doz, 1} sch., 3d.
each, 2n. 3d. per doz. ; new issue Mecklenburg-Sirelitz
and §sch., 1d. each, 10d per doz., 1 sch. mauve and 1s.
r. rose, 3d. each, 2s. per doz.; Mexico § real blue and
greal brown, zs. each; Moldavia, ¢4, #1, 108, 40, and €o
ras, 6d. each; Monte Video, set of 6, ss. 6d.; Moldo-
allachia, new jssue 2 p., 2d., 1s. per doz, s p., 3d.,

28, 6d. per doz., 20 p. 8d., the set 1s.; New Granada s¢.,
6d., 10 ¢., 18, 20 C,, 28.; Nevis, 1d., 3d. each, 2s. per
doz.; New Brunswick 1 c., 2d., 1s. per doz., 2 ¢., ad.,
1s. gd. per doz.; Neapolitan provinces, the set of 8 for
45.; Newfoundland 1d., 3d., 2d., 4d., 3d.,, 6d.; New
Caledoniz, 10 c., 2s. 6d. each; Nicaragua 32 ¢., 6d., il.
per doz., s c., gd., 8s. per doz. ; Norway (new issue) 2 sk.,
2d., 1s. 6d. per doz. ; Nova Scotia 1 c., 1d., 18 per doz.,
2 ¢. 2d , 1s. gd. per doz., 84 and 10 c., gd. each i+ Oldenburg
4, 1d. each, tod. per doz, } and env., 2d. each, 1s. per
doz. ; new Papal States § baj., 2d. xod.fer doz., 1 baj.,
2d., 1s. 3d. per doz.; Portugal 5 reis, 1d., 6d. per doz.,
10 reis, 2d., 1s. per doz. ; Pacific Steam Navigation Com-
pany's stamps, 2s. each, or the set of g for 1ss.; Poland
10 kop., gd.. env. 2 kop., 4d. each, 10 kop.,affd., the set
1s. 9d. ; Prussia 3 pfg. and 4 pfg.. 1d. each, 8d. per doz.;
Prince Edward sIsland 1d.. 2d. each, 1s. 6d. per doz., 2d.,
3d. each, 2s. 6d. per doz.; Peru 1 dinero and 1 peseta, 6d.
each, ss. per doz.; Russia. new issue, 1 kop., 2d. 1s. per
doz., 3 kop , 3d. each, 2s. per doz., s kop., 4d. each, 3s, 6d.
per doz. ; Wenden stamps, rose (arms in centre), green
and red, centre green, all 6d. each; St. Lucia, red, 3d.,
a2s. per doz., new issue back, 3d. each, 2s. per doz., yellow
15, mauve 1%, 3d., orange 25, 6d. ; Sandwich Islands 1c.
blue and 5 c. black, 3d. each, 2<. 6d. per doz., 2 ¢. blue,
2 c. black, and 2 c. vermilion, 4d. each, 3s. 6d. per doz. ;
Sierra Leone 6d. lilac, 1s.; St. Vincent 1d., 3d., 2s. per
doz. ; Saxony 3 pf., 1d. each, 8d. per doz., 4 gr., 2d. each,
1s. per doz , new issue 4 n.gr. env., 2d. each, 1s. 3d. per
doz., 1gr. and eav., 3d. each, 1s. 9d. doz.; Spain (new
issue, 1866) 2 cuartos, 2d. each, 1s. 3d. doz., 4 C., 2d., 18.
doz., the set of 6, 3s. ; Sweden 3 ore, 2d. each, 1s. per doz.,
5 ore, 2d. each, 1. 9d. per doz.; Swiss 2 ¢, 1d., 6d. per
doz., 3 c., 1d., ¢d. per doz., s c., 2d., 1s. per doz.; St.
Helena 1d. red, 3d. each, 2s. doz. ; new Schleswig 4 sch.,
zd. each, 1s. 3d. per doz., 14 and 1} sch., 3d. each, 2s. 6d.
doz., z sch., 4d.. 4 sch., 8d. ; old Schleswig-Holstein, blue
and rose, 158 6d. each, new issue 1} green, 3d., 2s. 6d.
doz., ¥ sch. rose, 2d., 1s. 3d per doz., 1} sch., mauve, ad.
each, 25. 6d. per doz., 2 sk. blue, 4d. 4 sch brown, 8d.;
Tasmania 1d., 2d. each, 1s. 6d. per doz., 2d., 3d. each,
2s. 6d. per doz. ; Trinidad red, 3d. each, 2s. doz. ; Tuscany
1, 5. and 10 ¢., 6d. each; United States; P.O. Despatch
(eagle) 1 c., blue, 3d., 3s. 6d. doz. ; Pony Express 10 c.,
6d.; Venczuela } green, 3d., § ¢., 3d., 28. doz., 1 c., 5d.,
48. doz., new issue (eagle) 4 ¢, 2d., 1s. 6d. per doz., 1 ¢.,
3d., 2s. 6d. per doz.; Wuriemberg 1 kr., 1d., od. per doz.,
1 kr. env., 1d, gd. per doz 3 kr. and env., 2d. each,
1s 6d. per dor., return letter stamps, black, 4d each,
s. 6d. per doz.; St. Thomas 3 ¢, 3d., 2s. gd. per doz.;
urkey new issue (1863), for paid letters, 10 paras green,
2d, each, 1s. 6d. per doz., 1 p. lilac. sd., 20 p., 3d., 2s. od.
per doz., the set 3s., for unpaid letters, 20 p., 3d., 2s. 9d.
per doz., 1 p., 6d., 3s. per set; Western Australia 1d.
carmine, 3d. each, 2s. fret doz , 2d. blue, 4d. each, 3s. 6d.
per doz., new is:ue td. straw, 3d. each, zs. 6d. per doz.,
2d, yellow, 4d. each, 3s. ¢d. per doz., 4d. rose, 1s. each.

Old and New. New and Oid

IT is the old, old question. It crops up
every now and again. Some people are
never tired of girding at others who do not
collect just as they would have them do.

Here are a couple of friends of mine who
are always going for each other. One is a
devotee of old issues, t'other is a new-issue
man. The old-issue chap says, “Few phila-
telists can hope to collect both old and new.”
“Why not?” Says he, “Time and money
will not permit.” “How so?” “If a col-
lector takes up a country, surely he can see
to it that his choice will enable him to follow
vp that country from start to finish. It is
not a question of old or new, but of the
country.”

The extremists—old v. new—only raise a
smile on the face of the looker-on who un-
derstands the little game—if you spend too
much on old issues you won’t have any brass
left for me, and vice versa. That’s the real
trouble.
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British Colonial Stamps

FROM THE ¢ COLONIAL OFFICE JOURNAL"*

RACTICALLY all Crown Colony
stamps are manufactured in England,
and a colonial officer has frequently to

settle points relating to them without having,
in the colony, the means of ascertaining the
technical processes. Some particulars may
therefore be useful.

We propose to begin with a general
survey of the subject, then to follow the
different processes, from the making of the
paper to the packing of the stamps, and
finally to summarize any conclusions which
we think may be deduced from the facts
which have been set out. At the outset we
will endeavour to place ourselves ‘in the
position of an officer called upon to arrange
for a new issue of stamps.

There are three courses open, ie, to
adopt—

(1) The head of His Majesty the King.

(2) The arms of the colony.

(3) Designs illustrating the scenery,

fauna, flora, or industries of the
colony.

Copper Plate z. Surface Printing

When one of the above three courses has
been decided upon, the next point which
arises 1s whether the stamps shall be printed
by the so-called copper-plate or the surface-
printing method.

The former is the older way, and that by
which the most artistically successful results
have been obtained, as any one who turns
over the pages of a stamp album will at
once perceive. ‘The necessary plates are
also cheaper, although the actual printing is
a little more expensive, and, where large
numbers of stamps of the same duty are
required. much more expensive than the
surface method.

The most impdrtant difference between
the two kinds of plates is that, in case of
the copper plate the ink enters the sunk
portions of the plate, and is completely
cleaned away from the surface of the plate
before printing takes place. In the case of
the surface-printing plate, which is really a
stereo, the ink lies on the raised, engraved
portion of the plate, and never touches the
flat surface.

From this it follows that a very different
kind of ink must be used for the copper
plate. It must be of a thick, oily nature,

* The Colonial Office Journalis a new Quarterly
published by Waterlow and Sons, price Is. 6d.
It is an unofficial publication, but it is issued with
the approval of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

and the paper on which the printing takes
place must be wetted, so that it may sink
well into and extract all the ink from the
lines engraved on the plate. The ink used
for surface printing is, on the other hand, of
a thinner kind, and the paper is used dry.

In ordinary copper-plate printing the
plate, which is of steel, is itself engraved,
every line being put in by hand, and a really
artistic result is thus produced; but this
method is not used in the manufacture of
stamp plates, as not only would the expense
be very great, but it would be impossible for
any engraver to produce several absolutely
identical engravings. Instead of directly
engraving the plate a steel roll is pressed,
when soft, upon the original engraving,
which is of courseof the size of asingle stamp.
When the roll has been hardened, it is in
turn pressed 6o or 120 times on a sheet of
soft steel, and this when hardened becomes
the working plate, and according to the
number of impressions which it will produce
at one time, it is called 6o or 120 set.

The surface-printing plate is made some-
what differently, but the details are a trade
secret. The die is. engraved in the same
way as for copper-plate printing and the
printing plate is prepared in much the same
way.,

There is only one colony, i.e. Falkland
Islands, which has adopted a copper-plate
design showing the head of H.M. the King.
The more usual plan is to use the surface
process and to print the body of the stamp
from a keyplate bearing the King’s Head
and the words “ Postage” or * Postage and
Revenue,” which is shared by all the colonies
and can be set up either 120 set or 240 set
according to the set of the overprint plates
which bear only the name of the colony and
the duty, and one of which is therefore re-
quired for each duty.

Colonies which issue large numbers of
stamps of certain values often find it worth
while to go to the expense of a special plate
for each of such duties, which print the
whole of the stamp at one operation and
naturaily therefore at a very much cheaper
rate. Of course, the special plate costs a good
deal more money than the overprint plate.

When pictorial designs are adopted each
method of printing is freely employed. But
there are two objections to printing stamps
of high values by the copper-plate process,
particularly if they are to be used for revenue
as well as postal purposes :— °

(1) Such stamps are more easily forged
than surface-printed stamps.
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(2) As the ‘{Japer has to be wet when
printed on it is necessary to use
ink of very stable character, with
the consequépce that ordinary ink
cancellations can be removed with-
out damaging the stamp.

Good examples of the different efiects of
the two processes in the case of views are
the Dominica stamps (surface process) and
the new Brunei -stamps (copper plate), and
in the case of colonial arms the Mauritius
stamps (surface process) may be compared
with those of Turks Islands (copper plate).

Fugitive Inks—Single and Double

If it is decided to have stamps printed by
the surface process it is necessary to decide
whether such stamps shall be printed in
singly or in doubly fugitive ink. This
depends, for the reasons stated below, on
whether the stamps are intended for use for
postage only, or also for revenue purposes,
and so are likely to be cancelled by ordinary
writing ink.

The term “singly fugitive ink ” means that
if any attempt is made to remove a cancella-
tion which has been applied by means of
ordinary cancelling ink, the colour of the
stamp will suffer. “Doubly fugitive * ink is
so sensitive that even if the stamp is can-
celled with ordinary writing ink it was
thought, until recently, to be impossible to
remove the mark without injuring the
appearance of the stamp. The duel between
the fraudulent cleaner of stamps and the
manufacturer is, however, similar to that
between projectile and armour plate, and, as
will be seen below, it is now necessary to
make the surface of the stamp still more
sensitive to manipulation.

The disadvantage of doubly fugitive ink is
that it can only be obtained in three colours,
i.e. green, purple, and black. The existing
universal keyplate (one example of which is
to be seen in the Sierra Leone stamps) is
almost the size of the whole stamp, narrow
strips at top and bottom being left for the
duty and the name of the colony. It is, of
course, unnecessary to print these strips in
doubly fugitive ink, as they may easily escape
cancellation altogether, but the body of the
stamp must be printed in doubly fugitive
ink. There are some objections to the use
of black, so that only purple and green can
in practice be used where the body of the
stamp is of such extent as it is in the present
universal keyplate.

If the bodies of all the stamps of a series
are in either purple or green, it is extremely
difficult to prevent confusion, even if a
certain number 'of stamps are printed in
doubly fugitive colours on red, blue, green,
or yellow paper. Printing on red and blue
paper has, moreover, a very bad effect on
the appearance of the stamp.

There is another disadvantage in having
the bodies of many stamps in the same
colour, i.e. the possibility of fraudulent
manipulation by substituting slips of high
values for the low values.

This difficulty will be overcome in new
issues of stamps bearing the King’s Head,
as the manufacturers are preparing a new
keyplate showing only a central oval con-
taining the King’s Head, and this will be
used with overprint plates bearing not only
the name of the colony and the duty, but
also the words “ Postage and Revenue,” the
whole of which will therefore be in one
colour.

In the case of existing sets of stamps, the
possibility of manipulation of the value can
only be prevented by either purchasing a
fresh set of duty plales for use with the key-
plate, mentioned in the last paragraph, or by
extending the use of singly fugitive ink
further than the 4d., 1d., and 24d. values, to
which it is fairly generally admitted, possibly
as far as 5d., and in this way diminishing
the number of stamps which have to be
printed in purple and green. The proba-
bility that any one would find it worth his
while to remove the cancellation from large
numbers of stamps of comparatively low
value, is one which each colonial Govern-
ment can alone estimate for itself. The
regulations affecting the sale of stamps and
the local labour conditions would probably
be the main factors in the question, the
danger being greater in countries inhabited
by a clever population with a low standard
of comfort.

The copper-plate process is not very suit-
able for printing stamps in two colours,
owing to the necessity of wetting the paper
for each printing. Each time the paper is
wetted it alters in size sufficiently to make it
very difficult to make the second impression
exactly fit the first. The result of this is
that the cost of printing in two colours is
considerably higher than that of printing in
one colour, and it will be generally found to
be more economical in the long run to order
a separate plate for each value, but this
necessitates each stamp being printed in a
single colour.

There is one class of stamp for which the
copper-plate process is specially adapted.
This is a series of stamps such as that of the
Tonga Islands, in which several designs are
used.

It has recently been found that even the
use of doubly fugitive ink by itself is an in-
sufficient protection against cleaning, and all
stamps which are printed in doubly fugitive
ink are now further safeguarded by a special
treatment of the paper before printing. The
slightest tampering with stamps printed in
doubly fugitive ink on paper so treated in-
fallibly ruins the appearance of the stamp.
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Watermarks

It is well known that all stamps of the
Crown Colonies and Protectorates are printed
on specially made paper, with a watermark
showing a succession of devices, composed
of a Crown and the letters C A, standing for
“Crown Agents.” Each stamp shows por-
tions of several of these designs. This paper
was first introduced about four years ago, in
substitution for a paper which was intended
to show one device on each stamp, but which
was found not to fit all stamps, so that in
some two nearly entire watermarks were
found, and in others hardly any at all. The
watermark, is, of course, only a last resort
in testing the genuineness of a stamp which
has been affixed to a postal packet or docu-
ment, as it is impossible to see it except by
removing the stamp from the envelope, and
looking at the back. A great advantage in
using such paper is the check upon the pro-
duction of stamps, as the paper given out
for each order will only enable a fixed
number of stamps to be printed.

Colours —_

Before proceeding to the consecutive de-
scription of the processes of manufacture,
the question of the colours of the stamps
may be referred to. The Washington Con-
vention recommended that every country in
the Postal Union should adopt green, red,
and blue colours for the respectlve values of
3d., 1d., and 24d, and their equivalents in
other currencles, and the Rome Convention
has now made these colours compulsory
from the 1st October of this year. The
colours of the other values have, until now,
been chosen in the main arbitrarily, the in-
tention in each case being to make a series
of stamps as distinctive as possible Znzer se.
There would, however, be some practical
advantages in formulating a universal colour
scheme for all the Crown Colonies and Pro-
tectorates. Further reference may be made
to this subject in a future article.

A Pbhilatelic Librany:

Its Uses and Mow to Form It

By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

T is a recognized axiom in pbilatelic
I circles that a really earnest stamp col-

lector should have more than a mere
nodding acquaintance with philatelic litera-
ture. We are all in cordial agreement with
the assertion that a philatelic library is a
most useful, nay, more, a very necessary
part of a collector’s outfit, and yet, how
many of those who so enthusiastically pro-
fess a belief in the usefulness of handbooks
and journals devoted to our hobby possess
even the rudiments of a philatelic library?

It is, alas! only too true that of the
thousands of active collectors keenly in-
terested in the pyrsuit of Philately not one
per cent regularly subscribes to even one
stamp magazine ; fewer still endeavour to
keep abreast of the times by subscribing to
two or three journals and purchasing some
of the most useful handbooks; and those
who possess an accumulation of volumes,
large enough to be dignified by the name
of library, 1s small indeed.

This curious apathy on the part of the
general body of collectors to philatelic litera-
ture is all the more remarkable when one
considers what an extensive bibliography
our hobby possesses. There are few pursuits
that can boast of such a mass of real, sound,
valuable reading matter as that which Phila-
tely has brought into being during the fifty

or sixty years that stamp collecting has
formed the all-absorbing hobby of a vast
concourse of people situated in all stations
of life. One is almost forced to believe that
the average collector prefers to remain in
ignorance regarding all that is most interest-
ing about his stamps, which he might glean
from a perusal of current magazines and
reference to the best articles that have
appeared in days gone by.

How often one finds that the only philatelic
“library ” scores of ‘collectors are cognizant
of is a catalogue of more or less recent
date, and perhaps a stray copy of some
stamp journal. It seems to me that the man
who makes no efforts whatever to form a
library is blind to his own interests, for
without the assistance of some of the best
philatelic literature how can he expect to
form his collection on intelligent lines ?

In the following notes I purpose showing
to the best of my ability how one can best
form a philatelic library, pointing out which
volumes are likely to prove most useful to
the average collector, and giving some idea
of the prices of the various works mentioned.
At the outset it should be clearly under-
stood that I am dealing with a practical
library, as distinct from a collection of

hilatelic literature. To form a really am-
itious collection of the literature devoted
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to Philately is not a task to be lightly under-
taken, and while such an accumulation would
include all the volumes that are most valuable
from an informative point of view, it would,
of necessity, also comprise a large number
of items that are of no practical use what-
ever, and which are only interesting from
a bibliographical standpoint. There are
many stamp ‘magazines,” chiefly of Ameri-
can origin, owing to the very cheap rates of
postage that obtain there, which are abso-
lutely useless to the collector in search of
information. These precious pamphlets
rarely get beyond the “ Vol 1, No. 1" stage,
and usually consist of a few lines of alleged
reading matter liberally interspersed with
the publishers’ or some one else’s advertise-
ments. The following is a fair sample of
the literary contents :—

The first stamp issued was the 1d., black,
» * -

Send your subscription along as our next
issue will be a bumper.

- - -
Time and tide wait for no man.
3 » .

The colour of the current British 1d.
stamp is scarlet.
» * »
We hear that Panama has issued several
provisionals lately.
- * »

Look out for our next number.

Fortunately the “next number” usually
fails to inflict itself on a coldly irresponsive
world.

It is obvious that rubbish of this sort is
not wanted by the collector, so in these
notes I shall devote my remarks solely to a
discussion of those volumes that contain
matter of substantial interest to all phila-
telists.

The Uses of a Library

A carefully selected library is at once a
mine of information and a source of con-
tinual pleasure to its owner. By its means
he is able to settle all sorts of philatelic
difficulties that will persist in cropping up
from time to time, and he is able to study
all that other philatelists have discovered
about his favourite stamps.

The current periodicals to which he sub-
scribes keep him in touch with all that is
happening in the philatelic world—he reads
of all the latest discoveries that have been
made by his fellow collectors, and is kept
well-informed on the burning stampic topics
of the hour. He also receives valuable hints
as to the arrangenent, etc., of his collection ;
he knows all about the newest of new issues
and what changes are projected in the
stamps of certain countries ; and, if he is a

member of a society, he learns of all that
takes place at the meetings almost as well
as if he were present himself.

The older magazines the collector will find
a source of perennial joy. What is more
delightful than to take down from one’s
bookshelves an old volume of, say, 74e
Stamp Collector's Magazine, and dip into
its pages haphazardly? One reads the
thoughts of the philatelic giants of our
hobby’s early days, and is filled with more
respect than ever for their powers of re-
search and knack of elucidating mysteries
and dispelling difficulties. Most of the
articles will be found particularly helpful
and useful, hints galore will be assimilated.

To the ordinary collector a well-selected
library is a guide, philosopher, and friend
indeed. He wishes to know the meaning of
the design on this stamp, whose is the

| portrait on that, and why is this symbol

shown on another—an intelligent and dili-
gent search in the volumes he possesses will
more than probably furnish him with en-
lightenment on all these points. Incidentally
he will learn of varieties worth hunting for
among the issues of his pet countries, and,
altogether, a regular use of his library is
bound to substantially increase his interest
in all his stamps.

To the specialist a sound library is an
absolute necessity. Unless one happens
to be a philatelic genius it is of little use
starting to specialize in the stamps of any
particular country entirely in the dark.
And even if one is one of those clever in-
dividuals with eagle’s eyes for minor varieties
and a marvellous knack of solving the most
knotty problems, much valuable time and
energy are wasted in making “discoveries”
that other specialists have described very
fully perhaps years previously. Before start-
ing to study the stamps of any country with
a view to specialism, the collector should
first of all endeavour to trace any articles
that had appeared on the subject, and care-
fully digest all that others had to say on the
matter. He can then verify the various
points that have been noted, and will be
able to more quickly arrive at the problems
that have only been partially or unsatis-
factorily solved by others. And if he has
no library, how can he manage this?

How to Form a Library

A careful discrimination in the formation
of even a small library is desirable. A little
trouble in this respect will more than repay
the collector by adding to the pleasure and
information the possession of the volumes
will give him.

A useful, practical library ought to contain
the latest edition of the best catalogues ;
as many as possible of the leading philatelic
magazines, both old and new ; at least one
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good “general” handbook on Philately ;
and all the special handbooks on the postal
issues of particular countries that one can
manage to acquire.

There will be no difficulty in procuring
the catalogue ; it is only necessary to remit
the requisite sum to the publishers and one
is at once the happy possessor of a valuable
guide. A catalogue may well be considered
a primary requisite, for, within certain limits,
it is the sum total of up-to-date philatelic
knowledge. Without its aid one is literally
collecting in the dark as regards the number
of stamps issued, their chronological order,
and other points with which every collector
should be acquainted.

Next, there is current philatelic literature.
It is, of course, to be taken for granted that
all the readers of this article are staunch
supporters of G.S.W., and very possibly
this is the only stamp journal to which they
subscribe. May I suggest that every reader
should take at least one monthly magazine
in addition? Where there are so many
excellent ones to choose from it would be
invidious on my part to select one for special
mention. The best plan is for the collector
to obtain specimen copies of the various
periodicals | shall enumerate later on, and
then choose the journal or journals he finds
most suited to his tastes.

With regard to the older magazines, I can
only point out the most noteworthy, leaving
the reader to make his own choice, accord-
ing to his tastes and the amount he is
inclined to spend in the formation of a
library.

A good general handbook is indispensable,
and from the list given below the collector
should be able to choose at least one. He
will find such a volume provides him with
a vast amount of general information as
to the meaning of various philatelic terms,
how stamps are made, and the thousand
and one other things he will require to know
as his philatelic enthusiasm increases.

The number of handbooks dealing with
the stamps of particular countries is large,
and most of them are so excellent that it is
difficult to advise as to*a selection. There are
the superb publications of the Royal Phila-
telic Society, London, which are, perhaps, a
little too expensive for the average collector,
though their acquisition is, as the immortal
Wilham puts it, “a consummation devoutly
to be wished.” Then there is the excellent
series of Stanley Gibbons Handbooks, issued
at a price which does not make them pro-
hibitive ; and last, but by no means least,
there are a number of excellent volumes
published at the modest sum of is. each.
But all these will be dealt with later on.
I can only submit a list of what are, in my
opinion, the most useful and desirable
works, and my readers must exercise their

own judgment in choosing the volumes that
appeal most to their individual tastes.

Philatelic Volumes and their Prices

In my previous notes 1 referred to the
necessity of every collector possessing a good
modern catalogue of the world’s postage
stamps. [ think there can be no hesitation
in plumping for Messrs. Stanley Gibbons’
Catalogue, for, though it has a few faults
and contains a few .inconsistencies, it is,
nevertheless, a marvellous production, and
can justly claim to be ft4e leading and
standard catalogue. Not only is 1t the
recognized guide to all English-speaking
collectors, but it has a wide sale, and
extends its influence to every part of Mother
Earth in which stamp collectors may be
found.

In the notes regarding special catalogues,
handbooks, and magazines enumerated below
I have only mentioned those printed in the
English language. There is a large number
of admirable works in French, German,
Spanish, etc.; but as the average English-
man understands only his own language no
useful purpose would, I think, be served in
making mention of them here. These notes
may, then, best be termed a guide to the
formation of an English philatelic library,

{To B¢ continued.)

THE KING'S OWN
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUN

This Album has been specially designed for
those coliectors who either commence a collection
with the Postage Stamps of King Edward V1], or
who collect these stamps as a supplement to a
General Collection. The King's Own Album con-
tains 100 pages of heavy white piate paper out-
lined with a neat border of neutral grey, with
quadrillé background inside the grey border, and
name space at the top of each page. Exact size
of leaves from the outer edge, 7hxoh; available
for mounting stamps, 64x8% The title-page is
printed in the Royal Colours, with the King’s
Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound
in cloth, bevelled boards, with the Official Cypher
Monogram and Crown in gold on cover.

Post-free, 8s. ; abroad, 8s. ¢d.

STAMPS AND STAMP
COLLECTING. By Major E. B. EVANS

The young collector is frequently perplexed by
the meaning of the various terms used in stamb
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these
will be found in this book.

2s. od. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly bound
in Cloth.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C,
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Purchase of the

Breitfuss Gollection
A PFRifty-thousand-pound Gollection

of Postage Stamps

NOTES BY CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

HAVE much pleasure in announcing

that after protracted negotiations I have

been able to purchase for my firm this
world-celebrated collection.

Mr. F. Breitfuss was born on September
16th, 1851, and commenced collecting stamps
while at school, about 1865 ; and he is cer-
tainly one of the oldest collectors now alive.

In 1872 Mr. Breitfuss entered a business
house in Marseilles, and there bought several
collections which had been pawned by French
officers on leaving Marseilles in 1870 to go
and fight in the Franco-German War. These
collections were sealed up, and the pawn-
brokers would sell them only unopened ;
only one of these collections turned out a
great bargain.

In December, 1873, Mr. Breitfuss moved
to London, and remained there nearly two
years. In 1874 he met Dr. Viner, who per-
suaded Mr. Breitfuss to join the London
Philatelic Society. There he soon became
friendly with the foremost collectors of the
day, amongst whom he remembers especi-
ally Judge Philbrick, Victoriano de Ysasi,
M. de Johannis, Sir Daniel Cooper, etc. etc.
Mr. T. K. Tapling only joined the Society
shortly before Mr. DBreitfuss left London.
Mr. Breitfuss has told me many interesting
anecdotes of those days. Amongst them, I
remember, he states that about 1874 Senf
sent him the frs¢ copy of the circular 27 p.
of Moldavia ; the copy was not very pretty,
and Mr. Breitfuss sent it on to Sir D. Cooper
at §0s., and he kept it. Mr. Philbrick, at the
next meeting of the Society, on hearing of
this, said, *Oh, if stamp collectors will pay
such great prices, collecting will be im-
possible, and that will be the end of Phil-
ately !”

In 1875 Mr. Breitfuss moved to Odessa
and met a few collectors there and added to
his already great collection.

In 1877 he left Odessa and returned home
to St. Petersburg, where he has lived ever
since.

The father of Mr. Breitfuss was the Court
jeweller, and had much influence, which he
used to obtain good stamps for his son. He
also made him some good presents—for in-
stance, in 1866 he ordered from Herr Ernst

Paul Wiittig, in Leipzig, all stamps he could
supply at 10 silbergroschen (about 1s.) each
and under, and received a large parcel;
amongst them were the British Guiana 1 c.
and z c. type-set stamps of 1862 (now £5 to
410 each).

During the thirty years that Mr. Breitfuss
has lived in Russia he has never ceased
collecting, and on several occasions he bought
whole collections and added the cream of
them to his own hoards.

Amongst the most famous of these were
the collections of Prince Galitzin-Ostermann,
for which he gave fis50o in 1887, and the
famous collection of the late Mr. Theodor
Notthafft, director of the Russian-Chinese
and International Banks, which he acquired
for many thousands of pounds in 1893, two
years after the death of Mr. Notthafit.

The collection from the commencement
has been made on the broadest lines of
general collecting, and during the last few
years Mr. Breitfuss has specialized in a great
many countries, such as those with stamps
that can be plated, e.g. British Guiana, 1862,
Nevis, New South Wales (Sydneys and
Laureated), Tasmania, Mauritius, etc. In
Foreign Countries he had wonderful special-
ized collections of all Germany, France,
Switzerland, etc.

He collected all essays, trials, proofs, issued
stamps both used and unused, reprints, forged
stamps used postally,errors,stamps on letters,
bisected stamps used for half their value, etc.
His collections of envelopes and post cards
rank amongst the most complete in the
world, and he also included all kinds of
locals. Mr. Breitfuss retains his collections
of envelopes, cards, and locals, and of the
postage stamps he also keeps Russia, Levant,
Poland, and Finland, and a few of the smaller
Central and South American groups, which
he desires to keep in order to have some-
thing to work at in the future.

With these exceptions my firm has bought
the whole of his postage stamp collection
contained in over seventy large volumes.
Many of the books are crammed full to
bursting-point, and it will be impossible
to price them without rearranging them, and
this work will probably take up the greater
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part of the summer months. [ trust that by
the commencement of next season in October
most of the books may be priced and on
sale.

I hope to give details of the different books
as 1 finish pricing them.

It is very interesting to note the difference
between the prices Mr. Breitfuss paid and
the present market values. Below I give a
list of a few things, which might be increased
almost indefinitely. For comparison I add
the present market value in brackets.

Zurich, mint, horizontal pair of the 4 rap-
pen, bought in 1881 for £4 (£125).

Saxony, error, % ngr, on blue, bought
from Dr. Kloss in 1879 for £3 (£100).

New Zealand, 1s., green on blue, unused,
bought from J. W. Palmer, 1873, for 10s.
(£90)- .

In 1873 or 1874 Mr. Breitfuss wrote to
Mr. Basset Hull, asking him to send any
dated copies of Australian stamps in ex-
change for Russian locals, In due time a
nice parcel arrived, lots of the stamps marked
at one penny each. Mr. Breitfuss was not
arranging his Australians at the moment,
and put the stamps on one side for some
years. About 1893 I sent to Mr. Notthafft
a 1d., érown, New Zealand, wmk. N Z, at a
rather high price. Mr. Nottbafft showed
the stamp to Mr. Breitfuss, asking him if
he advised the purchase or if he had a
specimen. Mr. Breitfuss then thought of
the stamps received from Mr. Basset Hull
at 1d. eacli, and examined them, and amongst
them he found a superb copy of this scarce
variety. It is dated July, 1873, and is, I
think, the only dated copy known (value
£40). .

Victoria, 5s., blue on yellow, mint, bought
from Moens in 1881 for £1 8s. (£16).

Spain, 1865, 12 c., rose and blue, a mint
horizontal pair, one having the frame in-
verted. This unique piece was sent by
Moens in 1882 for 5s.; he certainly could
not have noticed the error. A few years ago,
Mr. Breitfuss tells me, a well-known Berlin
dealer offered £200 cash for this pair on be-
half of a well-known titled collector.

In 1873 Mr. Breitfuss bought an almost
complete collection of the Spanish stamps
from Mr. de Ysasi, the old issues only, all
unused, for £10; the value to-day would be
fully £200.

Turks Islands, a block of nine (two-types),
23d. on 1s., prune, cost in 1881, 6s.; value
now £1z20.

Another strip of 24d. on 1s,, blue, having
one of the rare types in it, cost 2s. at the
same time from Dr. Viner ; value to-day is
certainly £100.

The unused 1s., prune, of 1879, was bought
in 1880 from Pemberton, Wilson & Co. for
2s. ; value to-day £ 30.

Nevis, uncut mint sheet of 4d., engraved,

bought from Moens in October, 1883, for
128, ; value to-day over £100.

Nevis, uncut mint sheet of 6d., litho-
graphed, bought in January, 1885, from
M. Schmidt de Wilde, for £1 4s.; value
to-day 110,

These few examples show what a grand
investment a fine stamp collection is, and
there is no doubt that stamps must increase
in value in the future even more than they
have done in the past. The science of
Philately is now world-wide, and rich col-
lectors are seeking for fine stamps in almost
every country, and there is no doubt that
the demand for fine stuff far exceeds the
supply.

For some time past Mr. Breitfuss has had
the habit of making periodical valuations of
his collection, and it may be of interest to
give the figures he has in one of his books
of West Indian stamps, the prices being
obtained from the leading catalogues :—

In Aug., 1891, value was 1,330 roubles.

Nov,, 1893 » 4,000,
Oct., 1893 s 11,184
Sept., 1903 » 24,081 ”»
Jan., 1907 26,7

20,734
(The rouble is about 2s. 13d.). ”

It is only by a sad chance that [ have
been enabled to purchase this collection.
Some years ago the late Grand Duke Alexis
Michaelovitch, who was one of the leading
collectors in Russia, intimated to Mr. Breit-
fuss his wish to purchase this collection and
give it to the Russian nation, placing it under
the charge of Mr. Breitfuss in one of the
great museums of St. Petersburg.

The Grand Duke unfortunately died before
this arrangement could be carried out.

A little later on some collectors in Russia
approached Mr. Breitfuss and offered him

33,000 for his collection; this, however,
was declined.

Since then the collection has been very
largely added to, and for many years has
been considered to be the third finest, most
complete general collection in the world.
The two which are recognized as much
superior to this one are the collections of
Herr P. la Rénotitre, of Paris, and our
National Collection (presented by the late
Mr. T. K. Tapling) in the British Museum.

The Breitfuss Collection of stamps is
certainly the finest and most valuable general
collection that has been sold since stamp
collecting commenced some fifty years ago.

A VERY HANDSOME PRESENT
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet,
every stamp being different and genuine, and thus
forming a choice collection in itself.
£3, post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C,
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New Issucs
By W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips,
301 8trand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful if readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible
information concerning issues of stamps new or projected. News from the colonics In particular will be much
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and shouid be sent to the above-

mentioned address.

Argentine Republic. —The P%. Ecko reports
that the 3 c. stamp has appeared in a new colour,
which we suppose will involve a change in that
of the 1 ¢,

REIS RLCGRGLNIN,
P i

bae

Perf. 114, 12. Unused. Used.
s. d. s 4.
3 c., blue.green . . . . — -

Austria.—We have received a new value for
this country, viz. a 12 heller stamp in the current
form of Type 15, with the numerals in colour on
plain ground in the corners.

Granitc paper, Without shiny bars. Per/. 12}, 13.

Unused. Used.

s, d. s d
12 h., purple . . e . = -

British Solomon Islands Protectorate.—Our
publishers have received a large supply of the
stamps listed in our issue of 15 June. The
values and colours given therein are quite correct.
The stamps are lithographed in sheets of sixty,
made up of ten horizontal rows of six, the 4d. and
2}d. being transferred in horizontal strips of three,
and the other values in strips of six. The perfora-
tion seems to have been effected by a single-line
machine, having blunt pins, and gauging I1.

Each sheet bears a serial number in the upper
right-hand corner, and an inscription, in the
colour of the stamp, on the left-hand margin,
reading, SIXIY STAMPS AT ONE HALFPENNY,
or ONE PENNY, and so on. We notice a
peculiarity in the perforations of some of the
sheets of the 1d., 2d., and 6d. The vertical
rows are all cleanly cut with large holes, whilst
the horizontal rows are rather rough and the holes
smaller. On one sheet of the 6d. the horizontal
perforation between the third and fourth rows

has been entirely omitted, thus leaving six pairs
imperf, between.  We have found no other errors,
so that this variety should be valuable.
Imperf. horizontally. Unused. Used.
5. d s d
6d., chocolate . . . . — -

Cayman Islands.—We illustrate the new 4d.
lately received. It will be noticed that the value

[CavwAN TSEARDS|
7

is on a blank label, as we ought to have poted in
the case of the first 1s. The values in this type
are 4d., Is., and §s.

East Africa and Uganda Protectorates.—
The M. /. (June) chronicles two more of the
high values, viz. 4 1. and 5 r., on chalk-surfaced
paper with multiple watermark, whilst the Stamp
Collector (June) adds the 20r. Therr., 101,
and 50 r. have yet to appear to complete this set
with multiple wmk., though we understand the
1 r. and 10 r. have been seen with the old Crown
CC watermark on ckalk-surfaced paper,

Ewen's Weekly (29.6.07) learns from a corre-
spondent “‘that East Africa and Uganda are to
be (or are) divided again.” We await develop-
ments.

Wbk, Multiple CA. Chalky paper.

Unused. Used,

5. d. s d.
4 1., grey and emerald.green . - —_
st. » carmige . . ., — -
2071, " stone . . . - -—

German South-West Africa.—The P4, Ecko
states that the 3 pf. has appeared on the water-
marked paper.

Wink. Lozenges.
Unused. Used.
3 pf., brown . . - -
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Gold Coast.—Our publishers have now re-
ceived a supply of the 2};d. printed in one colour,
and at the same time a consignment of the 6d.,
lilac and mauve, with multiple wmk. The.latter
now comes on unsurfaced. paper. instead of the
chalk-surfaced paper on which this stamp was
first issued about October last. The 23d. was
first reported in April of this year, and we re-
czived a copy of the above-mentioned 6d. at the
beginning of May. The sheets'of each value are,
as usual, in two:panes of sixty stamps, and have
the plate number I in each of the four corners.

Le Timbre-Poste states that the 3d. stamp has
been issued in one colour only.

YINNIAIYY

Wik, Multiple Crown CA,
Unsurfaced paper. Perf. 14.

Unused. Used.
sod s d
d., green . . . . . -
24d., ultramarine . . . 0 4 -
¢d., lilac and mauve . o 8B

Iceland. —We illustrate the series listed in our
issue of 29 June. We illustrate at right also the
type of a set for official use. The centre of each
value is in sepia, and the Official stamps differ
fro;nrthe ordinary in having the word PJONUSTU
at lelt.

Unused. Used.

s, d. s d.
3 aur,, sepia and yellow - -
' » o Breen ., — -
s brown -
10 » blue . . - —
16 ,, ” carmine . — -
20 ,, ” yellow.green , — -
50 4, » mauve . _ -

Mauritius. — Ewen’s Weekly (29.6.07) chroni-
cles the appearance of the 6 c. on chalky paper,
issued 28.5.07 or earlier,

Wik, Multiple Crown CA. Chalk, 7.
Unuse{:l.ﬂ’ {Jlsed.

. s. d s d
6 c., lilac and carmineon re? ., — —

Montserrat.—It seems that the 23d., bi-
coloured on ordinary paper with multiple water-
mark (No. 27 in the Catalogue), does not exist.
Ewen's IWeekly first chronicled this variety in
Jan., 1906, but the same authority now finds that
the announcement of its issue was in error. In
all probability this stamp will have to be replaced
in the Catalogue by a 24d. printed in ose colour.

In another part of this issue we print an interest-
ing extract of an article on *‘Stamps,” published in
the Colonial Office Journal for June, from which we
gather that it will be compulsory, from 1 October
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next, that all countries in the Postal Union should
adopt green, red, and blue for the respective
values of 4d., td., and 24d., and their equivalents
in other currencies. This being so, there are still
a great many stamps of these values that will
have to be altered within the current quarter, and
it behoves collectors to see that those they lack
are obtained as soon as possible, and before the
contemplated new issues render present prices
obsolete.

Montenegro.—To the list of ordinary stamps
given in our last number a 2 paras should be added.
Messrs. Th. Champion and Co. in their Bulletin
Mensuel for June also list a2 1t k., 2 k., and 5 k.
of similar design._ These presumably are *‘krone ™
valites, but why ™ paras” should be substituted
for *‘heller,” or if 100 paras equal 1 krona, we
are unable to say. Possibly some kind reader
will solve these riddles for us. Montenegro has
a small coinage of nickel and bronze made in
Austria, but Austrian paper and silver are the
principal mediums of exchange. Turkish silver is
also current, and French and English gold circu-
lates freely at a rate of exchange fixed from time
to time by the Governmert.

When we chronicled the set in our last issue
we alluded to Nicholas I as ** King.” This was
an error, as his title is Prince of Montenegro.
The supreme power of Montenegro has been re-
tained by his family of Petrovic since 1697, when
Danilo Petrovic was proclaimed ** Viadika” or
‘¢ Prince Bishop,” having liberated the country
from the Turks. When Peter Petrovic II died
in 1851 his nephew Danilo abandoned the title
of Vladika together with the spiritual functions
attached to it, and substituted that of ** Gospo-
dar” or * Prince” Nicholas I, the present
prince, succeeded his uncle Danilo in 1860.

Portrait of Prince Nicholas. Per/. adout 12}.
Unused. Used.

s d.

32 paras, black .

1 k., carmine .

a k., green . .

s k., brownish red .

o
NN
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Morocco Agencies. — We understand that
another value, viz. §d., should be added to the
Tist of Great Britain stamps overprinted MOROCCO
AGENCIES without any value in Spanish currency.
Stamps so overprinted are for use on parcels,
whilst those overprinted additionally with value
in ““centimos™ or *‘ pesetas” are used for other
mail matter.

o Y—
o R MOROCCO
- J AGENCIES
N ‘[ - %)
MY % iy
NG “3:, . ol
t-w mair pinny) 5 CENTIMOS

Ouverprinted MOROCCO AGENCIES #nz black.
Unused. Used.
5. d. s d.

id., pale green . . . . - —

Natal.—A correspondent at Durban tells us
that the use of stamps overprinted OFFICIAL is
abandoned, and that a circular was issued to the
Government railway offices on 30 May, stating
that the surcharged stamps were to be returned,
and that they would be replaced by ordinary
stamps ; the latter are now perforated with the
letters ** N.G.R.” (Natal Government Railways).

New Zealand.—Our publishers have lately
received part of a sheet of the 8d. with the small
perforation and bearing the serial number 186333
in the lower right-hand corner. The watermark
is Type 41 sideways. Who can truly prophesy
the life of this value in its present form?  Will it
still be easy to acquire this time next year, or will
it shortly have been reduced in size, like the 6d.
lately issued? ** A bird in the hand is worth two
in the bush.”

I mk. Single-lined N Z and Star.  Perf. 14,
Unused. Used.
s. d. s d.
8d., steel-blue . 010 o 8

Nicaragua.—More values of the above type,
redrawn, and with Messrs. Waterlow’s imprint,
are recorded in various journals. In addition to
the 10 c. in the Supplement to the Catalogue
and those noted below, we have seen the I c. and
5 ¢c., but overprinted ‘‘ Costa Atlantica B.”, for
use in the Bluefields district. Doubtless these
two values, as well as the rest of the set, if not
already in course, will shortly be issued for
ordinary use.

We have received a pruvisional 50¢c. on6c.,
slate, surcharged as tyPe above, (a) with thick
“0,” (4) with tall ““0,” as Nos. 311 and 312 in
the Supplement. The colour of the surcharge,

however, is yellow-brown instead of red, as on
the numbers mentioned.

¢01 21vp

T 6. Swurcharged in yellow-brown,
e 3 # Unused., Used.
s. d 5 d.

50 c. on 6 c., slate (a) .
soc.onbec. o, (4).

Waterlow print. Pes/. 14, 15
4 C., brownish orange . . -
15 C., brown-olive -
20 c., claret . . . . . —
50 ¢., orange —

. 1 6
. 2 6 —_

[

Paraguay.—Though Type 39, with date 104
inscribed, is still adhered to for the present issue,
there have been many changes of colour for the
various values. The latest we have noticed are
for the 10¢c. and 60c. It would be interesting
to have an exact record by ‘‘some one who
knows” of the stamps issued, not only of Type
39, but also of Type 36, and the Official stamps
Type 66, with dates when such were put into
circulation. There have been many conflicting
chronicles. If details of the perforating machines
in use, and the known perforation of the stamps
issued, were added, the joy of the catalogue com-
pilers would be complete.

The change of colour does not appear to be
confined to the types mentioned above, for even
the recently issued I peso stamp has, according to
the /. B. /. (18.5.00), changed its coat. The
frame is now in orange-Lrown instead of red.
We ourselves must plead guilty to having been
confused by these many changes, in that we
chronicled last week the Official stamp as black
and orange-brown instead of black and red. It
is only the ordinary stamp at present that has
been changed.  Correct chronicle is as follows :—

Type 39. FPer/o ik or 11dxra.
. Unused. Used.
5. d. s
1o ¢., bright green . . . - —
6o c., deep brown . e R Pd

View of Post Office. Same perf.
1 p., black and orange-brown ., — —

. Official Stamp. ViewofPost Office.
1 p., black and red . . P —_
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Rio de Oro.—L'Ecko de Timbrologie (15.6.07)
announces the discovery of an error in the sheet
of 3 pesetas, viz. one stamp inscribed 4 PESETAS.
This stamp, it will be remembered, is normally
dull blue. ~As the quantity printed was small, this
error should prove extremely valuable.

Error of colous. Per/. 4.
Unused. Used.
5. d. s d.
4 P, blue.green . . . . — —

Russian Offices in China.—The above hand- |
some stamps have received the usual overprint for
use here. On the lower value the overprint is in
red and on the higher it is in d/ue,

(N0
H ALCATH PYEAEN
e Ml d S -

T
NN

Y nATL PYENER |1
o — X7 Ovpunas/

1]

Pesrf. 13 20 134,
4 Unused. Used.
5. d s 4.
s r., pale blue, deep blue & green — —_
10 1., pale grey, scarlet & yellow — —

St. Vincent.—We learn from Ewen's Weekly
(22.6.07) that another value has been issued in
the new design, and from this it is evident that
the stamps printed in one colour are not to be
confined to the 4d., td., and 24d. The colour
conforms to the South African agreement of the
Postal Convention, and it may be that this issue
presages the formulation of a universal colour
scheme for all the Crown Colonies and Pro-
tectorates.

Wmt. Mulitiple Crouwn C A.
Ordinary gaper. Per/. 14.
Unused. Used.
sodo s d.

3d., violet . . . R —

Transvaal. —From various sources we note
that the £1 stamp has appeared on the paper
with multiple watermark and chalky surface.

Wik, Multiple Crown C A, Chalky paper.

Unused. Used.
s. d. 5. d.
41, green and violet . . - -

United States.—Referring to the Jamestown
issue recently chronicled, /.e 7tmbre- Poste(25.5.07)
gives the numbers printed of each value as
follows :—

1¢., green B . 10,000,000
2 ¢., carmine 15,000,000
$c., blue . . . 6,000,000

We now illustrate the 5 c.

TATES OPAME

\4

Western Australia. —Ewen’s Weelly (22.6.07)
reports the 5d. with the Crown A watermark,
perf. 11, Issued on or before 13.5.07. We
illustrate the 1s. lately issued with wmk, W
Crown A, Type 33.

We take the following from the current number
of the M. J, :—

¢ Mekeel's Weekly says: * The 4d., green, stamp
on Crown A paper has been perforated “ OS” for
official use.” This is the first that we have heard
of a 4d. stamp with that watermark ; does it
exist without the official perforation?”

Wmk. Crownand A. Perf. 11.

Unused. Used.
5. d. s, d.

sd., yellow . . e - —

N.8.—The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may dbe had from
Stanley @ibbons, Ltd., 307 Strand, London, W.C.
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Philatelic Socicties '

Royal Philatelic Society, London

President: H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.
Hon. See.: J. A. Tilleard, 10 Gracechurch Street, E.C.
Meetinga ¢ 4 Southampton Row, W. Alternate Fridays at 6§ p.m.
Annual Subscription : Town, £2 2s.; Country, £1 ls,
Abstract of Accounts
For the year ending 3t March, 907

RECEIPTS. P
To Subscriptions . . . . 311 6 ©
,» Entrance Fees . . . . 3312 o
»» Sundry Receipts . . . 33 7 7
3% 5 7
5 Sale of Society’s Works . . 65 4 ©O
,» Belance 1 April, 1906 . . 142 1 8
£587 11 3
EXPENDITURE. [ s d
By Rent, one year . . . §3 15 O
sy Office Expenses . . . 62 14 O
s+ Printing, Stationery, Postages, etc. 46 15 ©
s Paid for Losdon Philatelist 54 0o O
,» Binding Books for Library . 3215 6
s+ Sundry Payments . . . 30 7 o
280 6 ¢
,» Balance at Bank and in hand,
3t March, 1907 . . . 307 a4 6
£587 11 3
LIABILITIES, £ s d
To Sundry Creditors . . . 2 00
s» Balance, being Surplus of Assets
over Liabilities . . . 617 0o o
£619 0o o
ASSETS. £ s 4
By Cash at Bank and in hand*™™. 307 4 6
,» Subscriptions Due butnotyetpaid 36 15 ©
,» Furniture, Pictures, Library,etc. 145 0 o
s Stock of Society’s Works . 12717 6
+» Sundry Debtors . . . 2 3 0
4619 0 o

The Expert Committee

WE are desired to inform our readers that all
stamps to be examined by the Expert Committee
should be sent in to 10 Gracechurch Street, E.C.,
before 18 July, after which date the Committee
will not meet again until 17 October.

The Expert Committee has made the following
regulations and scale of charges with regard to
specimens submitted for examination by persons
who are not members of the Royal Philatelic
Society, London.

For specimens pronounced genuine, or actually
to be what they appear to be, 5s.

For specimens quoted in any current catalogue
at £20 or upwards (500 fcs, or 400 marks), 10s,

For specimens quoted at £50 or upwards
(1250 fes. or 1000 marks), 20s.

Where there is no catalogue quotation an
auction record may be referred to, but in cases
where no quotation can be given the charge will
be on the highest scale.

In all cases where the specimens are pronounced
not to be genuine, or actually to be what they
appear to be, the charge will be 25, 6d., and &
I return of part of the fee or fees will be made.

The charges made to members will remain the
same as heretofore, namely, 3s. and Is. 6d.

In all cases where the applicant for a certificate
—whether a member or not—requires an answer
to a particular question, and the Committee is
unable to-give a définite opinion, a fee of 1s. only
—1 f. 25¢. or I m.—will be charged to cover
postages and expenses.

The members of the Committee meet once a
month only, generally in the afternoon of the
third Thursday in each month (August and Sep-
tember excepted).

Stamps found not to be what they appear to be
are returned immediately after the meeting (unless
a photograph is required by the Committee for
future reference) ; but all stamps requiring to be
photographed may be retained for ten days, or
even more, and no fixed date for their return can
be stated,

Unless the fees accompany the stamps no ex-
amination can lake place.

NoTe.—Every care is taken of specimens sent
for examination, but the Committee assumes no
responsibility for loss or damage, or for the re-
sults of the opinions given.

Transvaal Philatelic Society

President : T, Henderson, M.A.
Hon. 8eo.: H. V. Fowler, Box 2404, Johannesburg,

THE Society met on Tuesday, 4 June, 1907, in the
Board Room, Trust Buildings, Johannesburg ;
present, a fair attendance of members and many
visitors.

After formal business, including the election of
two members and proposal of another, the
President, Mr. T. Henderson, read a paper
entitled ** A Philatelic Mare's Nest,” which seemed
to hit the fancy of the meeting. An exhibition
of the stamps of Mauritius followed, fine collec-
tions being shown by Messrs. A. J. Cohen, Leo
Mayer, J. A. Ormnstien, the President, and Mr,
W. P. Cohen (visitor).

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT, 1906-7.
JOHANNESBURG, 14 Mav, 1907.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,~It is my pleasant duty, at
the close of the first year of our Society’s life, to place
before you a brief résumé of our work.

Born on 8 May, 1906, at the Alexandra Tea.rooms, and
at first cradled there, we had a sturdy infancy. Without
any of the distempers incident to childhood, we grew
mpid’ly to maturity ; and now we are—what weare! And
w
l¥ is idle to ignore the fact that this Society originated
in a strong feeling that there was need of a society run on
amateur lines, in whose policy and management no dealers
should have a voice. But it is surely unnecessary to dis-
claim gonism to the Joh burg Society. Several
of its members joined us on condition of amicable co-
operation, A joint committee of the two Societies has so
co-operated ; three of the members of our executive are on
that of the sister Society. Its outgoing Chairman made
most kindly reference to us in the Annval Report read to
his constituents last Tuesday. For this we thank him, and
assure him and his successor that we appreciate and
reciprocate his good wishes.
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[ shall do my best to withina
a life-history so full of interest as ours has been.

Qurabode was at first somewhat unsettled. From ourbirth-

lace we flitted in September to a temporary home in Mr.
f)rajby's office, and in January, thanks to Miss Finlay,
migrated, finally we trust, to the admirable room in which
we are assembled. We marked half-time by a charming
dinner on Boxing Day, and I may add that the same
evening was also the birthday of our permanent collection.
The good-fellowship that reigned then was typical of the
unbroken harmony that has marked our more strictly
philatelic meetings.

Our honorary head or ‘““Patron” is Sir H. E.
McCallum, x.c.M.G., Governuor of Natal. He will
continue to hold office in spite of his removal to Ceylon—
a promotion on which our Society heartily congratulates
him. OQur original executive, consisting of Mr. Hawley
and myself (Vice-Presidents) and Messrs. A. J. Cohen,
Drsaiby, Hand, and Orastien (members of Committee),
bas varied but slightly during the year Our Secretary,
My, Fowler, stepped into the gap caused by the resigna.
tion, after a briet term of office, of Mr. R. )i‘ Ford. To
'ou who know, it is needless 10 say how cfficiently Mr.
i’owler bas done his work. The Treasurer was, and is,
Mr, Hand. 7o his watchful care we are indebted for the
satisfactory balance sheet which will be submisted to you.
Ac first we di d with a Presid but on my appoint-
ment to that office, and Mr. Draiby’s consequent appoint-
ment as joint Vice.President, Miss Finlay took his place
on the Committee.

Our Constitution has also undergone an important
alteration. Originally, dealers were admitted as associate
members, without governing or voting power; but in
October it was deemed advisable to close our ranks against
**dealerism ~ and to fi bership t col.
lectors. Though this change entailed some slight loss in
numbers, 1 am confident that it has been to the best
interest of our Sociex‘);.

Our members number 23 city, 3 country. The average
attendance has been good; visitors have been numerous.
Our Commitiee has met frequently and done its work well;
the General Meeting has accepted its recommendations.
The thrashing.out of routine and business detail * out of
school ' has made for the harmony of the Society and the
interests of Philately. For the confidence reposed in us 1
thank you in the name of the Committee.

A vast amount of ground—mainly African, of course
—has been covered in our twenty.one meetings. The
quality of our exhibits has been high, as might be expected
from the list of exhibitors: Misses kinlay and Hender-
son: Messrs. A. J. Cohen, J. C. Hand, C. E. Hawley,
G. C. Herbert, G. H. Hillary, Leo Mayer, M. Neuburger,
A. J. Ornstien, and your bumble servant. Mr. W. P,
Cohen, of the Johannesburg Philatelic Society, was kind
enough to assist with his English at .one of our most
memorable evenings. T

The papers read before the Society, seseral of them
illustrated by elaborate drawings, displayed patient re-
search, philatelic knowledge, and no small literary skill.
1 mai:lmention Mr. A. J. Cohen's on ** Stamps of Nigeria™;
Mr. Hand's on ** Fortunes in Stamps ™ and ‘* Stamps and
Collectors "¢ Mr. Hawley's on ** Some Notes on the Eariy
Issues of Great Britain'"; Mr. Ornstien’s on ** The Issues
of Cape Colony and of St. Helena™; the President’s on
“Cheap Philately” and on ‘' Sweet are the Uses of—
Philately " 71 he last named was reproduced in the April
number of the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain,

Impromptu de! ates arising from our papers or exhibitions
have been frequent, instructive, and well-sustained.

So much for work achieved. 1 may add, very briefly,
that three subjects in particular have engaged the attention
of your Committee: a South African Exbibition, the
establishment of a South African Journal of Philately,
and the need of a Standard Catalogue. It is hoped tlat
the work done in these various directions will bear fruit.

The Society's warmest thanks are due to all who have
contributed to the success of the year's work. Special
reference, however, must be made to Mr. C. E. Hawley,
joint Vice-President. He presided over the birth of the
Society ; he gave it high ideals and acted up to them.
Practically every movement within the Society for its own
advantage cr that of Philately at large owed its inspiration
to him. ~Add to these the thoroughness and brilliance of
his philatelic work, his silent and unobtrusive service
rendered at all times, his generosity in giving us an outfit
of official stationery, his foundation and endowment by a
donation in kind of the Society’s collection, and the care
be bhas given to its effective display. He leaves us with

the heartfelt regret of us all and an equally heartfelt wish
for his prosperity and speedy return. He has himself told
me that his severance from the Society is one of the pangs
of his life.

We owe much to our friend Mr, F. M. R. Draiby,

her Vice-Presid whom ci have com-
pelled to Jeave us after playing an active part in our life,
Our largest halt in our migration was made in his office,
and were that his only service we should bave cause to be
grateful. But he served us well in every capacity, and we
wish him, 100, every possible success and a speedy return
to our ranks.

Mr. Hand's share in the inception and organization of
the Society, his kindness in granting the use of his office
for Committee meetings, his_generosity in printing our
Constitution and Bye-laws, bis work as Treasurer—these
and many other services demand recognition from me.

‘T'o Miss Finlay we owe not only our meeting-place, but
an infinity of labour cheerfully done. Miss Robertson in
our early days did a very large amount of work of which
the Society at large was little aware. To her and to Miss
Henderson, who has also helped us, we tender our thanks.

1 have already mentioned the Suciety’s permanent col-
lection. Mr. Hawley's contribution of more than 1700
stamps dwarfs all the others; but it is but just 10 mention

rants in aid from Misses Finlay and Henderson, Messrs.

ohen, Ornstien, Draiby, and the President, and to thank
the Committee for its gift of the handsome *' Paragon”
albums in which our collection is to find'its resting-place.
Gifts of books and periodical literature from Messrs.
Cohen, Hawley, and Ornstien are gratefully acknowledged.
I should )ike to add that our library has been enriched by
several original papers read before the Society and cheer-
fully deposited by their writers in our archives.

Thanks are also due to Messrs. Ornstien and Roder for
kindly auditing the accounts embodied in the 6 ial
statement ; and to the following, not in our roll of mem-
bers : the Posimaster-General of the Transvaal, for the
privilege accorded to our members of inspeciing the
official collection of stamps of 1be Transvaal; and last,
but not least, the Press of the Transvaal and the Philatelic
Press in Europe, for their courtesy in inserting reports of
our meetings.

In conclusion, I thank you all, both officers and mem-
bers, for hearty co-operation in the past. 1 am confident
that my successor will find no falling off in that direction.
That ({e memory of those who have gone from us may
stimulate us to act vp to the ideals they set, is tke wish,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Of your obedient servant,
T. HENDERSON,
President of 1he Transvaal Philatelic Society.

Philatelic Society of Victoria
President : F. A. Jackson.
Secratary : W. Brettschneider.
Meatings : 128 Russsil Street, Melbourns.
THE ordinary monthly meeting of the above
Society was held on Thursday, 16 May, 1907,
at 8 p.m. :

The President, Mr. F. A, Jackson, occupied
the chair, and there was a good attendance of
members present.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed, after which positions in Book 168 were
balloted for.

It was proposed and seconded that the Com-
mittee’s recommendation, that a sub-committee
be appointed for the purpose of preparing and
submitting to the Society in sections the proposed
Catalogue of the Stamps of Victoria, be adopted.

The decision of the last meeting, that the
Junior Society should meet ut 8 o’clock and the
parent Society at 8.30 on the same evening, was
rescinded, with a view to making the time 7.30
and 8 o’clock respectively.

Mr. Derrick proposed and Mr. Jackson
seconded that a letter of condolence be sent to
Mr. Ellis expressive of our sympathy in his
bereavement. ;

Editorial Address—EpwArD J. Nankiverr, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells,

Printed by W, Brexpon & Sox, Ltd., Plymouth, for the P}'olwiclors, StanpLxy Giseows, Ltd,, 391 Strand, London, W.C.
13 July, 1907.
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Gossip of the Mour

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

Banganapally's Coming !

“ HO’S he?” says some irreverent
reader. Well, P’m hanged if I
know, but I gather that,whoever he

is, heis onthe road. The Pkilatelic Journal

of India announces that he has issued a fiscal
set, as long as your arm, showing a gentle-
man in a fez cap with an aigrette, @ /z the

Shah. It is not a far cry from fiscals to

postage stamps, so look out for Bangana-

pally—unless it is another Wetherell joke.

Australian Commonwealth Stamps

MRr. H. W. JOHNSTON, Melbourne, sends
me the following cutting from the Melbourne
Age:—

The Committee which is to advise the Postmaster-
General with respect to the designing, printing, etc., of
the first series of uniform Commonwealth stamps will be
formally appointed in a day or two. Those invited to
serve upon it have already been communicated with, Out-
side experts and a representative of the Philatelic Society
will act with postal officers. M of the C i
who do not belong to the Commonweath Public Service
will be paid for their Jabours.

This Committee, let us hope, will be able
to solve the question of the uniformn stamp,
or, at all events, put an end to the ludicrous
hand-to-mouth muddle that at present dom-
inates the postal issues of Australia.

French Issues Galore
I AM glad to see that our French colleagues
have had a special exhibition of the fine
issues of their own country, for it was no
secret at the late International Exhibition in
London that room could not be found for
shegts upon sheets of the exhibits of French
stamps. They were sent in such rich pro-
fusion that it would have taken another
annexe to have given them a proper show-
ing.

gOne of our French friends was simply
wild because the shcw was not sacrificed to
giving his friends the i1un of the place.
Now, it is to be hoped, he is supremely
happy, and prepared to embrace us as of
yore.

A New American Stamp Weekly

THE loss of the grand old American Journal
of Philately was a sad blow to all serious
collecting in the United States, indeed to
Philately generally. But if it is possible to
fill the gap that has been left, our friend
Mr. L. G. Quackenbush will fill it with the
new journal he has started under the title of
Redfield’s Stamp Weekly, the first number
of which he has just sent me.

Mr. Quackenbush is an enthusiastic and
able philatelist, and one of the most jealous
of all that is straight and honourable in stamp
collecting. 1 have more than once been
hauled over the coals by him for making too
much of the sordid side of stamp collecting.

¢ Redfield's Stamp Weekly "

THE new journal has a tone about its entry
into the field that takes my fancy, and
generates the hope that it will not be a pass-
ing philatelic friend. It says:—

In view of the I ch of phila.

telic periodicals—al! too many of which have been mere
* shoe-string ** ventures, conducted on pitiably inadequate

pital, and therefore practicall d to failure from
the outset—it may be well to say that Redfield’s Weekly
is, in every sense, a serious and permanent publication.
1ts publishers are men of very thorough and practical ex-
perience in this special field; and, what is equally im-
portant, they stand willing 1o spend a large amount of
money in developing the paper, and have the cash capital
to do s0. They are fully aware that they must face a large
Joss for the first year or so, and that it will take at least
two or three years to place the paper on a really paying
basis ; and they have the capital to carry the proposition
through, no matter what the discouragement and diffi-
culties that may assail them at the beginning.

There is a ring of “We are come to
stay” in the paper that fetches; but I do
not like the tablecloth size of the paper,
133 in.x11in.

Annual Philatelic Conclave

Is this coming off, or not? Personally I am
as firm a believer in it as ever. [ see no
reason why such a gathering should not be
a success. If it falls into the wrong hands,
then it will be good-bye to any chance of
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success. And the signs are not propitious
in this direction.

The best possible beginning would be for
the Royal Society to throw open one of its
meetings to all philatelists, and make that
meeting a foretaste of what an annual gather-
ing might be.

Afghanistan Redivivus

SOME two years ago the issue of postage
stamps was suppressed in Afghanistan be-
cause of the constant complaints which
reached the Ameer to the effect that stamps
were removed from letters addressed to India
and resold to other customers of the Post
Office.

Now a Reuter’s telegram from Allahabad
speaks of a report from Cabul that the
Ameer is erecting pillar-boxes in Cabul, and
is introducing postal facilities, and that a
new stamp has been recently issued.

Our new-issue friend will doubtless indulge
us with an early peep at Afghanistan redi-
vivus.

Corpses by Parcel Post

Dip you know that you could send your
corpse by parcel post? No? Well, you can.
Asa Kamateu, born in Yokohama, died lately
at Brooklyn, U.S.A., was cremated on 19
March, 1907, and sent home by ‘farcel post,
carefully sealed, via the United Kingdom
and Canada, for a postage of 3s. 6d.

Also Babies

A BABY was recently forwarded by express
parcel post from the West Strand Telegraph
Office in Adelaide Place, London, to the
City of London Lying-in Hospital, City
Road. It seems that a gentleman and lady
called at the office, wrote a message, got an
express messenger, put him into a cab, and
handed him a baby in long clothes as the
express parcel, and before the express mes-
senger could recover from his astonishment
he was being dniven post haste to the hos-
pual.

-

‘The Egyptian Post Office

THE Egyptian Post Office seems to be going
ahead.

The total number of postal articles dealt
with has risen from 50,770,000 in 190§ to
58,000,000 in 1906, or an increase of 14 per
cent.

Unprecedented in the history of Egyptian
Posts as is this increase in general postal
matter, there has yet to be recorded the
still more abnormal growth of registered
correspondence, which, following upon the
reduction by half of the registration charges,
has increased by 70 per cent.

The introduction in 1905 of a penny post
between the United Kingdom, the British

Colonies, and Egypt, and its equivalent in
the opposite direction, has resulted in the
very satisfactory increase of 6o per cent.

A like reduction of tariff came into opera-
tion in July, 1906, between Egypt, Italy, and
the Itahan Colonies.

The total Postal Revenue for the year
was £E237,097, the expenditure £E185,176
as against £E 149,656 in 1903, with a surplus
of £{Es1,921, or 22 per cent of gross receipts.

Within the last twenty years the postal
revenue has doubled, notwithstanding that
reductions of tariff have been instituted in
respect of every class of postal transaction.

Royal Philatelic Society’s Publications

Major Evaxns, in the Monthly Journal,
makes an excellent suggestion for the more
regular publication of the Royal Philatelic
Society’s works. He writes :—

‘The issue of an annual volume, thmner, and dealing
with the stamps of one or two countries only, would be
more likely, we think, to keep up the interest of the mem-
bers, and of phllalellsxs in general, than the publication
of large and expensive works at much longer intervals.
A subject hke the Transvaal could not, of course, be
dealt with in one of these smaller volumes, but lhat is
a somewhat exceptional case, though by no means unique ;
there are some British possessions in the Far East, and
others much nearer home, whose issues the Soc:ely bas
never touched, but which will have 1o be dealt with some
day, to make the books upon the British Empire complete.
The fact is that the published work of the Society is done
by a very few of its b A small publi com-
mittee, even though composed of the finest philatelists
of the day, can only be expected to take up one book at a
time ; the Royal Philatelic Socle(y should be able to

furnish half a dozen such , each engaged upon
a separate work. Let us hope that some of the new mem-
bers will bestir th lves and to increase the

output without in any way lowering its quality,

At present all you know is that certain
works are said to be in progress, but when
they may be published is quite another thing.
It may be this year, next year, now, or never.
Years ago | suggested serial publication to
the Society, and urged that adveriisements
might be got for a serial publication to help
the cost. The objection seemed to be that
it would bind the Publishing Committee to
something definite that might not be possible.

That could be got over by delaylng the
start until they had twelve months’ issues
ready for the press.

I feel certain that the regular publication,
say even quarterly, of the Society’s works
would materially increase the membership.

The Catalogue of the Future

ON this question Major Evans has also
something to the point, and as he is an
experienced cataloguer, and our ablest and
most respected philatelic writer, his views
are likely to carry great weight in the proper
quarter.

Briefly, he admits very reluctantly that
further division of the catalogue may become
necessary, that there are certain classes of
adhesives which might well be placed in a
separate volume or volumes, to wit, Acknow-
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ledgment of Receipt, Express Letter, Parcel
Post, Postage Due, Registration, and Too
Late stamps.

But he notes the fact that the result of the
last division, when Locals, Envelopes and
Post Cards, etc., were relegated to separate
volumes, has been that these classes have
been even more neglected than before.

Still, there is no denying the fact that a
large number of collectors have long been
making the division that is imminent, for the
very simple reason that they find ordinary
adhesives sold for public use quite enough.
Even specialists are restricting their collec-
tions to adhesives.

Catalogue Eccentricities

IN this connexion is it not amusing to note
that whilst our Gibbons includes every bit
of foreign rubbish in the shape of Express
Delivery stamps, our own well-known label
has never been included, though it is quite
as much entitled to be catalogued as any
other Special or Express Delivery stamp?
Personally, I do not ask for its inclusion, for
I would shut out all such labels.

China and the Postal Union
CHINA has not yet joined the Postal Union,
and does not seem inclined to do so. Here

Anglo=American
Sca Post Offices

By F. SALISBURY
IN “ST. MARTIN'S.LE.GRAND"

HAVE been asked to write a short

account of the Sea Post Office, estab-

lished some time since between Liver-
pool and New York, and although circum-
stances have prevented my doing so until
the interest may have passed, the important
announcement by the White Star Company,
that their fast mail steamers will in a short
time sail from and to Southampton, may
revive interest in a service that has always
been useful and important, and by organiza-
tion and growth has rapidly increased in
value.

The practical minds of the Germans and
the Americans were the first to perceive the
advantage of sorting mails on board ship,
thereby accelerating by many hours the
distribution of the letters after the arrival of
the ships at the respective ports, and to
Postmaster-General John Wanamaker, the
great Philadelphian storekeeper, belongs, I
believe, the credit of restoring between New

is the latest information on the point from
the Pekin correspondent of Zke Times,
under date of 28 June, 1§07 :—

No recent development in China shows more wonderful
expansion than that of the Imperial Post Office, which,
created by Sir Robert Hart in obedience to an imperial
decree of 20 March, 1895, provides a cheap and efiective
service throughout the empire. At the International
Postal Congress in Rome last year China announced her
intention to_enter the International Postal Union on a
date to be fixed hereafier, the final protocol signed on
26 May by all the other Powers being left open for her
adhesion provided she notified to the Italian Govemment
her intention before next Monday, r July. But China
is not yet prepared 10 enter the union, though she is aware
that isolatton places her at a certain disadvantage. With.
out China’s knowledge or consent, Japan has notified the
International Postal Bureau at Berne that she has opened
parcel-post offices in forty-one towns in Manchuria. Sbe
carries Jap mails at inal rates or frec on her
South Manchurian Railway ; she refuses to carry Chinese
mails on the same railway except by slow trains; she
charges union rates for carrying Chinese domestic mails
through Chinese territory.

A Stamp Collector in the Police Court

I REGRET to read in last week’s papers that
Mr. Charles W. Perryman, a well-known
buyer at our stamp auctions, was charged at
the Guildhall Police Court with being con-
cerned with others in conspiring to obtain
money from various persons in connexion
with an alleged ‘“bucket-shop” business.
The accused were remanded, bail for Perry-
man being fixed at £5000.

York and Hamburg the Sea Post Office,
formerly carried on under primitive con-
ditions between New York and Liverpool,
and abandoned many years ago. The Ger-
man sea sorters on the Hamburg ships
confine themselves to dealing with the cor-
respondence for the German Empire, which
is landed, made up in direct bags for the
principal centres in Germany, and ready for
dispatch by the first available train.

Transit mails, that is to say those passing
through Germany for other countries, are
carefully checked on board by the way bill,
to ascertain, before they are separated and
sent in different directions, that none are
missing, and a similar principle is adopted
by the American sorters, whose first duty it
is to divide the letters for New York City
into the various postal districts, in order
that the delivery may commence immediately
after the bags have been landed by the
General Postmaster, a tender employed by
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the American Post Office to meet the ocean
liners at the quarantine station, and to land
the whole mail while the passengers are
undergoing the searching examination of
the port sanitary officers. The next care
of the sorters on the westward trip is to
divide the letters into States, grouping to-
gether in many cases the letters for several
smaller States. In American sorting the
important unit is not the town—as in this
country—but the State, and although direct
bags are made up both in the Sea Post Office
and at some large English offices for import-
ant cities such as Boston, Chicago, San
Francisco, Washington, etc., the first division
is made into States, and the mail for each
State is sent on arrival to one or other of the
New York railway stations, according to its
geographical position, to be finally disposed
of in most cases in Travelling Post Offices
attached to the principal trains from New
York.

The natural result of this arrangement,
before the British Post Office became an
active partner in the sea service, was that
the four American sorters had little to do
on the eastward voyage, and it was an ob-
viously sensible and economical plan to
employ instead two Americans and two
English sorters, and to perform a full sorting
duty in each direction, an arrangement
which commenced in May, 1903. The
division of the London letters into districts
is the first object on the eastward voyage,
and in addition, direct bags are made up for
the largest British offices, the remainder
of the letters being primarily sorted ready
for disposal at the nearest large forward
office.

The sea sorter’s first duty on embarking
is to check in detail the mail received on
board, for which he is responsible, and
which normally consists of from 1000 to
2000 bags. This work is usually done in
a portion of the hold, dimly lighted by mov-
able electric lamps, amid dirt and discom-
fort, and in close proximity to a steady
stream of fallidg bags lowered from the
deck above. The sorter as he checks the
bags directs the sailors or longshoremen
whether to place them in the bag-opening
room for disposal on the voyage, or with the
transit mails to be landed unopened. On
the White Star ships two mail rooms are
provided, and in the lower of these the bag
opening and the newspaper sorting are
mainly done. Space is valuable, and in one
of the newest ships the upper or sorting
room only measures 20 feet square, and the
lower or bag-opening room 17 feet by 38
feet. In the latest ship, the Adriatic, a
registered-letter enclosure has been added,
and is a great improvement.

The fittings used are American, and con-
sist of a large nest of pigeon-holes with two

wings sloping outwards, and containing in
all 128 divisions. On the westward trip—to
the United States—the letters have to be
separated into about 2co divisions, while
coming eastward from New York about 11§
divisions are necessary.

The two American sorters divide the
letters for New York City into districts
when going west, and on the return east-
ward voyage the two Englishmen divide the
London district letters. The more general
work, such as bag opening, registered-letter
work, and sorting for States in America and
large towns in Great Britain, is done by the
men who are foreign to the country of des-
tination. Post Office men are, however,
well known for their adaptability all the
world over, and both Americans and British
have learned much from each other, and are
able to assist each other materially. The
American system of dealing with registered
letters differs from the British, in that such
letters are concentrated on about eighteen
great centres, instead of being sent with the
ordinary correspondence in each bag made
up.
The difficulties and inconveniences of the
service are considerable, owing to the want
of space, the fact that the rooms are low
down in the ship, and that ventilation is
often difficult, and especially from the motion
of the ship in bad weather. The sorters
work eleven hours a day—Sundays included
—and get through an amount of work that
is very remarkable considering the condi-
tions. As many as 250 bags are often
opened, and the number in an exceptional
mail has reached 700.

The ordinary letters dealt with have num-
bered upwards of 200,000, while 2000 regis-
tered letters is not an exceptional number to
dispose of.

The sorters are required to wear uniform,
and are regarded as officers, subject to the
discipline of the ship, but they take their
meals in the first-class saloon. The duty is
undoubtedly a heavy one, and the interval
for rest is short, not more than a week at
home and two or three days at New York;
but it is popular, and there has been con-
siderable eagerness to secure it, probably
owing to its novelty and variety, and to the
fact that it is altogether outside ordinary
Post Office experience. The passengers
often have curious ideas as to the functions
of a sea sorter, one of whom received quite
serious sympathy because he must be “so
hard worked in having to sort all the pas-
sengers’ letters.”

One of the least agreeable incidents is the
occasional presence of rats ; the mail rooms
are metal-lined to keep them out, but the
beasts have occasionally got in from the
hold when the communication has been
opened to transfer bags. In one instance
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a dead rat was found in the bag for a Lon-
don district, and in another case a rat de-
molished all the almonds in a registered
sample packet, leaving behind only the husks
and the empty bag, which—fortunately,
from the point of view of the hand-to-hand
check —he could not carry away before
emptying.

On the arrival at the port of destination
the process of checking is reversed ; a way
bill is prepared, giving complete particulars,
and every bag entered upon it has to be
accounted for. As the details have been
completely checked on board, however, it is
only necessary to count the bags by number
as they leave the ship, and this is done
easily and quickly by means of an automatic
“tallying machine” which is held in the
hand and pressed as each bag is passed out.
This greatly expedites the receipt of the
mail, and is one of the advantages of the
sea sorting arrangement.

The method of disposing of a mail arriv-
ing differs at different ports. The bags are
brought up on deck by sailors, and at Liver-
pool the ship comes alongside the stage, the
Dock Board having dredged the Mersey so
effectively that a ship drawing 30 feet of
water can always float there. The ship’s
crew have divided the bags on the deck, and
as they reach the stage by a “shute,” they
are distributed by a force of experienced
sorters and mail porters, those for London
and the Continent being sent up a “creeper”
to the riverside station for conveyance
direct to Euston by special train, while those
for Liverpool, for Scotland, and for the
Northern and Midland districts are carted
direct to the head office or the various
railway stations.

At Plymouth the bags are passed along a
line of sailors, stewards, etc., to a tender
which lands them opposite the train for
Bristol and London, to which they are
rapidly transferred.

At present the Liverpool sorters travel
alternately by the boats of the American
Line and the White Star Line, the former
working to and from Southampton (calling
at Cherbourg for the benefit of Continental
mails and passengers, and on the inward
iourney at Plymouth to land the English
mails), and the latter to and from Liverpool,
calling at Queenstown to pick up on the west-
ward journey the late English and the Irish
mails, and on the eastward journey to put
out the Irish, and under certain conditions
the English mails. These arrangements
will, however, necessarily be altered when
the White Star Comipany transfer their four
fastest passenger ships to Southampton, to
save Continental passengers the long railway
journey between a south coast port and
Liverpool. The White Star mail boats will
still call at Queenstown, but although many

of the slower White Star boats carrying
large quantities of goods as well as passen-
gers will continue to sail from the Mersey,
the sea sorting will again become a thing of
the past so far as Liverpool is concerned.
Possibly, however, it may hereafter be
commenced on the Cunard Company’s ships,
which sail on Saturday, both from Liverpool
and New York. The White Star sailing
day is Wednesday from each end, and
Saturday is that of the American Line. The
United States Government send their princi-
pal mails, and established sea sorting, on
the White Star, and the American Line
ships, but the British Government send the
heavy Saturday’s mail by the Cunard ships
under their general contract with that
company. Of the three lines, therefore, the
White Star is the only one that normally
carries a full mial in both directions, although
practically every ship of each line carries
some portion of the enormous and ever-
increasing correspondence between Europe
and North America. A large part of it, of
course, is Continental, and it may not be
generally known that the addresses are often
s0 badly written as to be almost undecipher-
able, and that foreign mails, especially those
for Italy and Russia, are often loosely made
up and difficult to deal with. There is one
brilliant exception to this generalization,
however, in the case of our Far Eastern ally
— Japan—whose people are in everything
neat-handed and thorough, and whose know-
ledge of English is as surprising as it is
creditable to them.

EXAMINATION OF STAMPS

Owing to the great number of forgeries being
offered for sale by unscrupulous persons, a great
portion of our time is taken up with the expert
examination of surcharges, cancellations, perfora-
tions, added margins and corners, and the scores
of other tricks that are resorted to by the faking
fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by experts,
whose time is valuable, we have found it necessary
to increase our charges, which in future will be as
follows :—

One Shilling per Stamp,
postage and registration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge is
necessary, e.g. examination of U.S. grilles or
ltalian postmarks, additional time will be required
to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog-
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for
the insertion of the desired information. The
following abbreviations are used in giving an
opinion :—

B = Bogus, i.e. never existed; F=Forged;
G=Genuine; GF =Stamp Genuine, surcharge
Forged; R=Reprint; W=Watermark.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,,
39t Strand, Loadon, W.C,
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A Phbilatelic Library:

Its Uses and Mow to Form It

By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

Special Catalogues

ORLEY'S Catalogue of the Stamps of

Great Brituin. Price 2s. 6d. Second
edition published July, 1897. Though now
somewhat out of date, this is a very useful
catalogue for specialists in British stamps. It
lists a large number of the minor varieties,
and, as most of these are priced, the col-
lector is able to form some idea of their
relative rarity. In addition to postal stamps
proper this catalogue also lists fiscal, tele-
graph, railway, embossed deed, wrapper,
envelope, and post card stamps, and is thus
a desirable reference volume that should
find a place in a representative library.

Ewen's Catalogue of the Postage Stamps
of the United Kingdom. Price 2s. 6d. Last
edition published in 1898. Like the last-
named this catalogue is also a little out of
date, but with the exception of the prices
(which, of course, do not reflect current
market values) it is a valuable and compre-
hensive guide to the postage and telegraph
stamps of our own country issued up to
November, 1898. In addition to the ordi-
nary adhesive stamps there are chapters on
postal stationery, fiscals, essays, proofs,
official, college, circular delivery, railway
letter fee, etc., stamps, and a fairly com-
plete list of British stamps used abroad is
given.

Ewen's Raitlway Letter Fee Stamps. This
work is in two parts, published at 2s. 6d.
each. The first one deals with the railway
letter fee stamps of England and Wales,
and the second with those of Scotland and
Ireland, The specialist in these rather un-
popular stamps cannot afford to be without
these volumes, for together they form an
exceedingly useful and complete guide to
all the known varieties and their relative
scarcity.

Ewen's Catalogue of the Unadhesive Post-
age Stamps of the United Kingdom. Pub-
lished in 19035. DPrice 2s. 6d. This is the
only specialist catalogue of British postal
stationery that has ever been issued, and its
marvellous completeness makes it invaluable
to every collector of these much-neglected
stamps.

General Handbooks

The Stamp Collector. By W. ]J. Hardy and
E. D. Bacon. Price 4s. 6d. There can be
no two opinions about this being the most
sumptuous and interesting volume ever pub-

lished relating to stamp collecting in general.
It deals with the history of the issue of
postage stamps, the origin and development
of collecting, strange and curious stories re-
garding the issue of some stamps, etc., and
1s altogether a work that every collector
should include in his library, no matter what
others are omitted.

Stamps and Stamp Collecting. By Major
E. B. Evans, Prices 2s. and 4s. Thisisa
work that should also be possessed by every
collector. It is an interesting guide to
collecting, and explains the many philatelic
terms in general use in a clear and concise
manner. One learns how paper is made,
and how to distinguish the various kinds,
all about the various methods employed in
the production of postage stamps, etc. etc.,
and the name of its author is sufficient testi-
mony as to its excellence and reliability.

Stamp Collecting as a Pastime. By E. ].
Nankivell. Price 1s. This volume deals in
a chatty manner with the many phases that
make Dhilately such a fascinating hobby.
It is a work | can strongly recommend, for
as a “recruiting special” as our American
cousins would term it, it has no equal. It
is as full of charm to the non-collector as to
the philatelist, and should be the means of
convincing many in search of a hobby that
stamp collecting i1s the most attractive of
them all. .

Postage Stamps and their Collection. By
O. Firth. Price 2s. 6d. In this volume the
collector is given many useful hints, and a
good deal of space is devoted to showing
which are the rarest stamps in cach country,
and those, therefore, most worth looking for.
It is an interesting book, but if a collector
has to confine himself to a few representative
volumes, it can be omitted and preference
given to one of the foregoing.

The A.B.C. of Stamp Collecting, by F. J.
Melville. Price 1s. This is a very readable
little volume, containing a vast amount of
interesting information that can safely be
commended to all collectors. Published at
the popular price of 1s., it is within the
reach of every one, and contains a wonder-
ful amount of reading matter for its size.
It is certainly deserving of a place on the
philatelist’s bookshelf, and ought to be in-
cluded in every representative library.

Album Weeds. By the Rev. R. B. Earée.
In two volumes, price 7s. 6d. each. No
philatelic library can be considered com-
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plete without these excellent volumes. The
writer has made the study of forgeries his
particular hobby for many years, and has
thus been able to produce a work that is
entirely unrivalled. It is a necessity for
every careful philatelist, and a reference to
its pages will greatly diminish the danger
of being imposed upon by cleverly executed
forgeries.

Reprints of Postal Adhkesive Stamps and
their Characteristics. By E. ). Bacon.
Prices 4s. and 5s. 6d. This is another ad-
mirable volume of reference that should find
a place in every philatelic library. The
writer is a well-known authority on all
philatelic matters, and in this work he
refers to all the reprints of various stamps
that have been made at different times, and
shows how they may be distinguished from
the genuine originals.

A Philatelic Index. By W. A. R. Jex
Long. Price 4s. Any one having a fairly
extensive library of British stamp magazines
will find this work most useful in referring
to the chief articles that have appeared in
some of them, though its value is marred
by the fact that several valuable magazines
are ignored.

A Colour Dictionary. By B. W. War-
hurst. Prices 2s. 6d. and 4s. 6d. The
question of shades and colours is full of
perplexities, but with the aid of this useful
little volume the collector will find the cor-
rect naming and arrangement of shades a
matter of less difficulty.

Special Handbooks

Among the many admirable handbooks
dealing with the stamps of some special
country or group of countries, the publica-
tions of the Royal Philatelic Society, London,
easily take first place. They are sumptuous
works compiled by leading philatelists, and
contain the fullest and most authoritative
information regarding the stamps described
it is possible to obtain. Their cost is almost
prohibitive to most collectors, but consider-
ing the value of their contents they are in
reality quite cheap. A special effort should
be made to obtain the complete set of these
volumes, for they form almost a library in
themselves, and, dealing exclusively with the
stamps of the British Colonies, they are of
the utmost interest to British philatelists.
Many of these excellent works are now out
of print, but second-hand copies can be
obtained at times. In the space at my dis-
posal it is impossible to more than enumerate
these volumes, with a list of their principal
contents. | have also added the approximate
prices at which they may usually be obtained
nowadays.

A History of the Adhesive Stamps of the
British Isles., By Hastings E. Wright and
A, B. Creeke, jun. Price 24s.

A Supplement to the British Isles. By
A. B. Creeke, jun. Price 2s. 6d.

Africa: Part I. The postage stamps,
envelopes, wrappers, post cards, and tele-
graph stamps of British Bechuanaland,
British Central Africa, British East Africa,
British South Africa, and the Cape of Good
Hope. Price 4os.

Africa: Part II. Gambia, Gold Coast,
Griqualand East and West, Lagos, Mada-
gascar, Matabeleland, Mauritius, and Natal.
Price 16s.

Africa: PartIll. NewRepublic,Northern
Nigeria, Oil Rivers and Niger Coast Pro-
tectorate, Orange Free State, Orange River
Colony, St. Helena, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Southern Nigeria, Stellaland, Swazieland,
South African Republic, Transvaal, Uganda,
Zanzibar, and Zululand. Price 40s.

India and Ceylon. The postage stamps,
envelopes, wrappers, post cards, and tele-
graph stamps of British India and Ceylon.
Price 23s.

The Postage Stamps of the British Colonies
in the West Indies. Price 60os.

The Postage Stamps of the British Colonie
in North America. Price gos.

The Postage Stamps of Tasmania. By
A. F. Basset Hull.

The Postage Stamps of Oceania. A new
and entirely rewritten edition of this work
is now in preparation.

Another series of handbooks of the
highest merit is the “ Stanley Gibbons Phila-
telic Handbooks,” These are written by the
best authorities on the countries dealt with,
and as most of the minor varieties are
priced, they are not only guides to the
philatelic student, but are useful works of
reference to market values as well. These
works should most certainly all be included
in a philatelic library. They are as follows:—

Portuguese India. By Gilbert Harrison
and Lieutenant F. H. Napier, R.N. Prices
4s. 6d. and 6s.

South Australia. By Lieutenant Napier
and Gordon Smith. Price ¢s. 6d.

Shanghai. By W. B. Thornhill.
ss. and 7s. 6d.

Saint Vincent. By F. H. Napier and
E. D. Bacon. Prices §s. and 7s. 6d.

Barbados. By E. D. Bacon and F. H.
Napier. Prices 7s. 6d. and 10s. 6d.

Grenada. By E. D. Bacon and F. H.
Napier. Prices 7s. 6d. and gs. 6d.

A History of the Postage Stamps of Sicily.
By Dr. Emilio Diena; translated by Major
E. B. Evans. Price 21s.

In addition to the above there are a
number of admirable works, all worthy of
inclusion in a philatelist's library. I append

Prices
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a fairly complete selection of these, from
which the collector should be able to make a
choice if he is unable to afford them all.

The Mulready Envelope and its Carica-
tures. By Major E. B. Evans. Price 6s.

The Adhesive Postage Stamps of Europe.
By W. A. S. Westoby. In two volumes,
price 7s. 6d. each.

The Stamps of the Straits Seltlements
surcharged for use in the Native Protected
States. By William Brown. Price 13s.

The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of
Great Britain. By F. A. Philbrick, Q.c.,and
W. A, S. Westoby. Price 10s. 6d.

The Postage Stamps of the United King-
dom. By W.A.S. Westoby. Price ss.

The Postage Stamps of the British Empire.
By H. M. Millington and Gilbert Lockyer.
Price 6s.

The South African Provisional War
Stamps. By B. W. H. Poole. Prices 1s.
and 2s. 6d.

History of the Postage Stamps of the
United Stlales of America. By J. K.
Tiffany. DPrice $2.

The Stamped Envelopes, Wrappers, and
Sheets of the United Stales. By ]. K.
Tiffany. Price 8s.

The Nesbitt Stamped Envelopes and
Wrappers of the United States of America.
By Gilbert Harrison ; edited and completed
by E. D. Bacon. Price 10s.

The Postage Stamps of the United States.
By F. J. Melville. Drice 1s. 6d.

History of the Postage Stamps of Sarawak.
By B. W. H. Poole. Prices 1s. and 2s. 6d.

The Postage Stamps of the Seychelles.
By B. W. H. Poole. Prices 1s. and 2s. 6d.

The Railway Letter Fee Stamps of the
United Kingdom. By H. L. Ewen. Price
21s.

The Postage Stamps of Siam.
Holland. Prices 50 cents and $1.50.

The Postage Stamps of Hayti. By F. J.
Melville. Price 1s.

British Indian Adhesive Stamps (Queen’s
Head) surcharged for Native States. By
C. Stewart-Wilson and B. Gordon Jones.
Price 10s.

The Stamps of Grigualand West.
Lieut. F. H. Napier, R.N. Price 1s. 6d.

A Reference Listof the Stamps of Panama.
By J. N. Luff. Price 25 cents.

The Stamps of fammu and Kashmir.
By Sir D. P. Masson. In two parts, price
5s. each.

Modena. By Dr. Emilio Diena. Price 3s.

The Official Stamps of Great Britain.
By I. J. Bernstein. Price 1s.

The Stamps of the Philippines. By J.M.
Bartels, F. A. Foster, and Capt. F. L. Palmer.
Prices 10s. and 18s.

By A.

By

In many casesitwill be noted that two prices
are quoted; the first of these is usually for
an edition in paper covers, and the second
is for copies more substantially bound.

(To be continued.)

Portraits on Stamps

By BOSWELL JUNIOR

United States of America—continued

Robert R. Livingston was born in New
York City on 27 November, 1746. He gra-
duated at King’s
College in 176s,
and studied law.
He was admitted
[ to the Barin 1773,
{ and met with great
success in the
f1:)1':1ct|ceofhlspro-
- ession. Appointed
Recorder of New York City by Governor
William Tryon in 1773, he lost the office in
1775 owing to his sympathetic attitude to-
wards the revolutionary spirit of the day.
He was sent by the New York Assembly as
a delegate to the Continental Congress, and
was chosen one of the committee of five to
draft the Declaration of Independence. In
1777 Livingston was appointed First Chan-

cellor of New York, and retained this office
until 1801. As Chancellor he administered
the oath of office to George Washington on
his inauguration as first President of the
United States. In 1781-3 Livingston was
Secretary of Foreign Affairs. He declined
the post of minister to France in 1794, but,
on resigning his chancellorship in 1801, he
accepted the office. He became very fnendly
with Napoleon Bonaparte, and was largely
instrumental in bringing about the cession
of Louisiana to the United States in 1803.
It would seem that this signal act of states-
manship was the reason for perpetuating his
memory by placing his portrait on the 1 cent
of the 1904 series, issued to commemorate
the Louisiana Purchase. On his resignation
in 1805 he travelled through Europe. About
this time he was greatly interested in the
problem of applying steam to navigation,
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but his experiments in this direction were
not very successful.

On his retirement from public service
Livingston took up the study of agriculture.
He was also principal founder and first Pre-
sident of the American Academy of Fine
Arts in New York. Benjamin Franklin
called him the * Cicero of America,” and his
statue, and that of George Clinton, form
the group of the two most eminent citizens
of New York, being placed by Act of Con-
gress in the Capltol in Washington. Living-
ston died at Clermont on 26 February, 1813.

Map of the *Louisiana Purchase.”

John Marshall was born in Germantown,
Fauqmcr county, Virginia, on 24 September,
e 1755. He was educated
privately until the age of
p fourteen, when he was sent
to Westmoreland county to
the school where his father
) and Washington had been
pupils, Ateighteen hebegan
to study law, but the crisis
through which his country was passing
caused him to forsake his studies for the
stern realities of war. In the summer of
1775 he became a licutenant in the regiment
of which his father had been appointed
major. Both father and son took part in
most of the principal battles until the end
of 1779, when John was promoted to captain’s
rank. His excellent common sense, dis-
cretion, skill, and popularity brought him
into close touch with Washington. On the
expiration of his term of enlistment he
awaited further employment at Richmond,
and occupied the interval in attending law
lectures. In 1780 he recened a licence to
rractlse law, but Leslie’s invasion of Virginia

d to his rejoining the army. He remained
in the service until January, 1781, when he
resigned his commission and studied law.
His six years of soldiering did much to
strengthen and develop his sturdy manliness
and self-dependence. On the reopening
of the courts Marshall quickly rose to high
distinction. In January, 1783, he married
Mary Willis Ambler, daughter of the State
Treasurer. Though he was a decided advo-
cate of the new Unitzd States Constitution,
he was elected to the State Convention that
was called to consider its ratification. The
acceptance of the Constitution by Virginia
was entirely due to the arguments of Marshall
and Madison.

In 1795 Washington offered him the post
of Attorney-General, which he declined. A
year later his offer to Marshall of the position
of envoy to France met with a like refusal ;
but in June, 1797, under the presidency of
Adams, Marshall agreed to become joint
envoy with Pinckney and Gerry. They
arrived in Paris in the following October.
Their refusal to advance money to the secret
agents of Talleyrand led to the dismissal of
Pinckney and Marshall from French soil
Marshall returned to the United States in
June, 1798, and was féted everywhere because
of the splendid stand he had made against
the insidious demands of France. Elected
to Congress in 1799, he became Secretary of
State, which office he filled with great
ability and credit. In 18co he became
Chief Justice, and at once took a command-
ing position as the real head of the Court.
His wonderful clearness of thought, his iron
logic, his wide and statesmanlike view of all
questions of public consequence, his judicial
analysis and insight, all combined to make
Marshall one of the greatest of jurists. At
the age of seventy-four, when serving as a
delegate to the Convention for revising the
State Constitution of Virginia, his mind was
as clear and his reasoning as solid as in
younger days. At the request of the first
President’s family, he published a Zife of
Washington (in five volumes), in which he
defended the policy of Washington’s Admin-
istration.

In the spring of 1835 Marshall was advised
to go to Philadelphia for medical advice.
He did so, but with no permanent benefit.
His death took place at Philadelphia on

6 July, 183s.

BRITISH AFRICA
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM

Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa
has caused great attention to be drawn to the
stamps of the British Possessions on that con-
tinent, and to the enormous increase in the num-
ber of collectors that has ensued from the issue
of the War Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfon-
tein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at
which to place before the public a new and very
complete Album, designed for the British Posses-
sions, etc., on the African Continent. The Album
is designed upon the well-known plan of the Im-
perial Albums—the stamps in numbered spaces of
the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the
description, full particulars, and illustrations on the
opposite page. In order to make this a permanent
Album we have provided from one to four blank
pages after each country, thus making the Album
available for the issues of many years to come.
220 pages. Size, 8% x 11} inches,

Post-free in Great Britain, tos. 7d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
3p¢ Strand, London, W.C,
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Postal Improvements

E are officially informed that the
two following postal improvements
will come into force on and after

1 July, 1907 :—
(a) Inland Parcels

In the Inland Service the charge now
made for the return of undelivered parcels
will be discontinued, and such parcels will
be returned free of charge.

(8) Insurance Regulations

Wherever practicable in the International
Service, the maximum sum for which a
single letter or parcel addressed to a place
abroad can be insured with the Post Office
will be raised from £120 to £400, and the
scale of fees will be reduced. The new scale
will be 4d. for the first £12 and 2d. for each
additional £12 or fraction of £12 insured.
In each case the fee includes registration.
The list of the colonies and foreign countries
which have agreed to the increased maximum
is as follows :—

For LETTERS.—Antigua, Argentine Re-
public, Austria-Hungary, Azores, Belgium,
Bermuda, British Guiana, Bulgaria, Came-
roons, Canary Islands, Cape Verde Islands,
Chili, China, Comoro Islands, Korea, Da-
homey, Danish West Indies, Denmark,
Dominica, Dutch East Indies, Egypt, Erith-
rea, Faroe Islands, Formosa, France, French
Congo, French Guiana, French Guinea,
French Indo-China, French Somali Coast,
Gambia, Germany, German East Africa,
Greenland, Guadeloupe, Holland, Iceland,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Luxem-
burg, Macao, Madagascar, Madeira, Malta,
Martinique, Mauritius, Montenegro, Mont-
serrat, Nevis, New Caledonia, Norway,
Nossi-Bé, Portugal, Portuguese East Africa,
Portuguese India, Portuguese Timor, Portu-
guese West Africa, Réunion, Roumania,
Russia, St. Kitts, Senegambia, Servia, Sierra
Leone, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Togo-
land, Trinidad, Tripoli (Africa), Tunis, Tur-
key (except Bagdad, Bussoreh, and Koweit,
for which the limit remains as at present).

FOR PARCELS.—Austria-Hungary (except

for parcels sent via Flushing), Bahamas
(Nassau only ; for other places the limit is
the same as at present), Belgium, Bermuda,
Bosnia-Herzegovina (except for parcels sent
via Flushing), British Guiana, British Soma-
liland, Cameroons, Denmark (with Faroe
Islands, Iceland, and Greenland) {except for
parcels sent via Flushing), Egypt (except
for parcels sent via France and Italy), Gam-
bia, Germany (except for parcels sent via
Flushing), Leeward Islands, Malta (except
in the case of parcels sent overland through
France and ltaly), Mauritius (except in the
case of parcels sent overland through France
and Italy), New Zealand, Norway, Russia,
Sarawak, Sierra Leone, Sweden (except for
parcels sent via Flushing), Trimdad, Zan-
zibar.

We are also officially informed of the fol-
lowing improvements :—

Money Order Service

The system for obtaining advices of the
payment of money orders remitted to places
abroad has lately been further extended, and
the arrangement now includes the Dutch
East Indies, Finland, Servia, and Sweden,
the British Post Offices established in China
and the British Colonies of Bermuda, the
Gold Coast, Hong Kong, New Zealand,
British North Borneo, and St. Vincent
(West Indies).

Foreign and Colonial Parcel Post Service

Arrangements are being made for a direct
and cheaper service to the Argentine Re-
public. The limit of weight for parcels
addressed to Spain has been raised from
641b. 0 111b.

Post Office Agencies in Morocco

The British Postal Service in Morocco has
been reorganized and extended, and agencies
are now established at Tangier, Larache,
Rabat, Casablanca, Mazagan, Saffi, Moga-
dor, Tetuan, Alcazar, Fez, and Mequinez.
Postal communication between these places
has been much improved, and arrangements
have been made for the transaction of money
order and postal order business.

Dispute about a Stamp

N the Westminster County Court on
Thursday, 4 July, His Honour Judge
Woodfall tried a case, “ West-end Stamp
Company #. Plumridge,” in which the plain-
tiffs, a firm of stamp dealers, carrying on
business at Villiers Street, Charing Cross,
sued the defendants, Messrs. Plumridge and
Co., who are auctioneers handling postage

stamps, carrying on business at Chancery
Lane, W.C,, to recover a sum of £35 as
damages in respect of a Canadian stamp,
which, it was alleged, was purchased as a
genuine, unused specimen, and which after-
wards proved to have been *“washed” or
“faked.”

Plaintiffs’ solicitor, in opening the facts of
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the case, said his client had been in the
habit for some time past of attending the de-
fendants’ sales of stamps, and in May of last
year he purchased a Canadian stamp for the
sum of £2, on the assumption that it was
unused. He did not take delivery of it at
the time, as he was in the habit of attend-
ing the sales week by week, and had the
stamps held over for him until there was a
substantial quantity, and then he would hand
the defendants a cheque for the full amount
of his purchases. In the present case the
stamp in question was purchased several
weeks before the plaintiff took delivery of it,
but so soon as he did so he subjected it to
close examination, with the result that he at
once discovered that it was not an unused
specimen, and that it had been “faked.”

The price he paid for the stamp in ques-
tion was £z, but according to the catalogue
issued by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
a genuine specimen unused would be worth
about 412, whereas the article which he had
purchased had been valued at about six or
seven shillings.

Mr. J. S. Lowden was called, and said he
was the managing director of the West-end
Stamp Company, and the stamp in question
was purchased by his buyer as a genuine
unused one.

Judge Woodfall: Do you charge the
defendants with fraud?

The Witness: No, I do not go so far as
that, but [ do charge them with gross negli-
gence in selling a washed stamp for a
genuine unused one, and it is not the first

time I have had occasion to complain in that
respect.

In cross-examination the witness said the
defendants’ sales were conducted in a room
which was badly lighted by gas, and it was
quite impossible to detect a defect without
making a minute examination. Had the
defendants examined the stamp properly be-
fore it was put for sale it would have been
perfectly clear to them that it had been
cleaned. It was true that it was not until
seven weeks after the purchase was made
that he (plaintiff) raised the dispute, but that
was due to the fact that he did not take
delivery of the stamp until that period had
passed. In point of fact he returned the
stamp on the same day as it was delivered
to him.

Mr. McEwan was called, and said he was
a dealer, and had examined the stamp in
question. In the hands of an honest man it
was worth about seven shillings in its present
condition, but had it been in a perfect state
he would have valued it at about £3.

His Honour, in giving judgment, said he
had not to consider whether or not there was
fraud or misrepresentation, or even negli-
gence on the part of the defendants’ firm,
but he should decide the case on the condi-
tions of sale. It was perfectly clear by those
conditions that any purchaser having any
complaint to make was bound to do so
within seven days of the day of sale, and
that the plaintiff had admittedly failed to do.
In those circumstances there must be judg-
ment for the defendants with costs.

Forgeries and Reprints

How to Detect Them
By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Issue of 1865. 3d.,blue. CC. Perf. 14

Genuine.—Very nicely engraved, in fpargne,
on surfaced, white wove paper, watermarked with
Crown and CC; machine-perforated 14. On
each of the side-arches of
the crown there are six
small, white pearls, and
four on the central arch.
The ornaments on the upper
partof the crown are crosses
pattle and feurs-de-lys al-
ternately ; the central cross
pattée, at the base of the
central arch, is a good deal
lower than the points of the
Sfeurs-de-lys on each side of it. There are two
good-sized asterisks in the oval band, which
serve as stops, to separate the name and the value
from each other; and these asterisks have eight
points ; i.e., four large ones, with four small ones

between them. The groundwork of the outer
corners of the stamp 1s a sort of lattice-work,
and, at all the places where the lattice-work lines
cross each other, there are small, white four-

inted stars, at the points of intersection. The

-shaped, middle part of the M of COLUMBIA
does not come down level with the feet of the
two upright legs of the M. The G of POSTAGE is
a distinct G.  The middle cross pattée has a small
outline triangle in each of the three white,
triangular arms, following the outline of each
triangle, very near the edge; and each of these
outlined triangles is perfect. The circlet at the
base of the crown contains six jewels, connected,
each to each, with two parallel lines; the left-
hand jewel is nearly round, but all the others are
diamond-shaped. The spray of shamrock, on
the right side of the large V, runs up very nearly
as high as the 0 of POSTAGE; and there is a
small, but perfectly distinct shamrock-leaf between
the s of POSTAGE and the side of the crown.
The top of the highest thistle-leaf runs up level
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with the middle of the H of BRITISH ; it is very
sharply pointed, as are also the two side-lobes
of this leaf, but these two side-lobes do not
come up higher than level with the second I
of BrITISH. The top petal of the central rose
has three vertical lines of shading in it ; the right
and left petals have each three horizontal lines of
shading, and the bottom petals have four oblique
lines. Both the engraving and printing of this
stamp have been very carefully done; and, con-
sequently, every little detail shows with almost
photographic clearness, very different from a slip-
shod lithograph.

First Forgery. — Lithographed, on hard,
rather thin, white wove paper ; slightly surfaced ;
no watermark ; unperforated. On each of the
side-arches of the crown there are five large white
pearls, and three very small ones on the central
arch. The top of the central cross pa?/s on the
crown comes up level with the top point of the
fleurs-de-lys on each side of it. The asterisks in
the oval band are six-pointed, and all the points
are very nearly of the same size, though the
right-hand asterisk is very badly shaped. There
are no stars at the intersections of the lines of
lattice-work. The V.shaped middle of the M of
COLUMBIA very nearly touches the outline of the
oval beneath it. There are seven jewels, all
diamond-shaped, in the circlet of the crown;
they are connected with each other by a single
line. The part of the spray of shamrock above
the large V has two curly tendrils, ending with
knobs, but no leaf. The highest thistle-leaf shows
four lobes above the left side of the ‘large V,
and the longest of these lobes does not come
higher than level with the middle of the s of
BRITISH. Each of the upper petals of the rose
contains two lines of shading; the two lower
oneshave only one line in each. This forgery is
not at all bad, as a whole, although there are
so many differences between it and the genuine.

Second Forgery.—This may possibly be a
badly-done reprint from the worn stone of the
first forgery. 1 do not think it is likely to deceive;
it is generally in a whitish sky-blue, and has a
washed-out appearance. It is lithographed, on
rather hard, unsurfaced, white wove paper, no
watermark, perf. 13 (the favourite gauge of the
forgers). There are five large pearls in each side-
arch of the crown, and three, very nearly as
large, in the central ®arch. The top of the cross
pattde is higher than the feurs-de-lys, each side of
it. The asterisks in the oval band have six
points each; those in the left-hand one are
rounder-looking than the others. There are no
white stars at the intersections of the lattice-work,
in the corners of the stamp. The three legs of
the M of COLUMBIA are level with one another.
There are seven diamond-shaped jewels at the
hase of the crown, joined together by a single line ;
but the third jewel from the left has the line
broken each side of it, so that it does not join the
others, The portion of the shamrock-spray that
comes above the right side of the large V is just
like that of the first forgery. The thistle-leaf
above the top of the left side of the V has four
lobes, as in the first forgery; two of them are
level with the I of BRITISH, and the other two
are level with the middle of the s. There is a

coloured blotch or dot under the said s, which
joins the base of it to the line below it ; and there
is a coloured dot over the first limb of the U of
COLUMBIA, in the white line above it. The
shading of the petals of the rose consists of
blotches, instead of lines.

Third Forgery.—This is a much later pro-
duction than the other two, and is likely to be
dangerous, as it is nicely got up. Carefully litho-
graphed, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper,
unsurfaced, no watermark, well perforated 134.
The asterisks are like the genuine, i.e., with four
long thick arms, alternating with four short thin
ones; but the left-hand asterisk is not so well
shaped as the other, having one of the large arms
too short, and another not coming accurately to
the centre. The stars at the intersections of the
lines of lattice-work are clumsy, fat, and with
the points indistinct. The V-shaped middle of
the » of COLUMBIA comes down exactly level
with the legs of that letter. The G of POSTAGE
is a very distinct . The top of the middle cross
pattée has the outlined triangle in it (though the
figure is hardly to be called a triangle), with the
top line broken in the middle, and each of the
outlined triangles in the side-arms lacks the
vertical line, making each figure look like a v
laid on its side (> <). There is no shamrock-
leaf in the spray of shamrock, above the top of
the right-hand side of the large V. The top of
the thistle-leaf above the top of the left side of
the large V has three lobes; they are all very
blunt, and the highest point does not reach up to
the level even of the bottom of the H of BRITISH.
The three top petals of the rose are unshaded ;
the right lower one seems to have three lines of
shading in it, and the left lower one has only one
line,

POSTMARKS
Genuine.—My cancelled copies bear a very

blotchy postmark, something like a Canadian one,
also 54 and 835.

First Forgery.—5, with blank centre; 10;
54, with blank centre.

Second Forgery.—1, also a shapeless blotch.
Third Forgery.—Uncancelled.

The originals are not often found postmarked ;
for, as may be supposed, the amount of corre-
spondence from this colony was never very exten-
sive in the old days. The unused copies of the
genuine usually offered for sale are remainders,
bought up by dealers and amateurs when British
Columbia was incorporated in the Dominion of
Canada, in 1868. Since then, of course, this
colony has used the Dominion stamps.

{To be continued.)

THE BEST STAMP HINGE.S

We have prepared a new stamp hinge, of con-
venient size, put up in air-tight tin boxes, each
containing tooo hinges of good tough paper,
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Post-free, 7d. per box. -

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39t Strand, London, W.C.
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New Issucs
By W. P. B.

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips,
391 8trand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful if readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible
Information concerning issues of stamps new or projected. News from the colonies in particular will be much
appreciated. When possible, a specimen should accompany the information, and should be sent to the above-

mentioned address.

Algeria.—From Le Matin of 4 July we trans-
late the following extract from the Figaro - —

Let us bring some joy to the hearts of philatelists by
announcing that M. Jonnart is d on the engraving
of a new stamp of the Sower type for special use in Algeria
and which will bear the word ALGERIE below the tablet of
value.

The question of joy is one of personal opinion.
** A thing of beauty is a joy for ever,” but judging
from the growls about that long-suffering lady *‘the
Sower,” and the constant manufacturing attention
she has received, grave cause for doubt is aroused
concerning the primary condition of this perpetual
happiness. About a year ago we saw a set of
essays for the same region which contained more
local colour, but no stamps have materialized.
Dare we hope that the present suggested issue
may prove equally nebulous? Surely the issues
for French Colonies and French Offices Abroad
are manifold enough without adding a set for a
region treated politically as a portion of the
mother country.

Barbacoas.—Very little is known of the
provisionals issued in this town of Cauca, a
department of the republic of Colombia. The
Catalogue lists five stamps of the type illustrated
below, to which three little sheets of type-set
labels described by the June M. /. bear a strong
family likeness. The colours of the paper of
these three sheets are buf, blue, and red respec-
tively, and, says the 47, /.,

The sheets differ from one another in the colour of the
paper on which they are printed, and altbough the types
are the same in each case the values differ in some instances.
There are nine stamps on the sheet, in two horizontal rows,
five and four ; the wording of the inscription is the same as
that of the illustration given in the Catalogue, but the
frame is different for each stamp on the sheet, and in no
case cotresponds exactly with the illustration. Except in
the first stamp of the setting the figures denoting the value
are in manuscript, and are apparently dependent upon the
fancy of the scribe.

We may add that on the red stamps the date *‘ 1903”
has been written in at the top of each, and *‘Barbs" at
bottom of all except the fourth and fifth.

Philatelically Cauca hasbeenserved (with the ex-
ception of two stamps of doubtful status), entirely
by hand-stamped or type-set provisionals, all more
or less of doubtful parentage, and of which three
sets are attributed to particular towns. When it
is remembered what a difficult piece of country
(we almost said *‘corker”) this part of Colombia
is to cover, perhaps the local postal authorities
may be forgiven the occasional outbreaks *on
their own.” Cauca is still the largest department
of the republic, and before the redistribution in
1905 comprised the present territory of Alto
Caquetd, or an area i all of nearly half the
country. The chief towns are very lofty—there
are no provisionals to taunt them with—being at

elevations varying from 6000 to gooo feet, whilst
the philatelic purveyors are in the plains below.
The road to the capital (Bogota), with the reserve
stock of stamps, passes chiefly over mountains
and in the Pass of Quindio rises to the height of
11,400 feet, a rather stiff climb when a corre-
spondent wants a stamp in a hurry. The stamps
in question were probably called forth by the
difficulties attending the revolutionary outbreaks
in 1903 O.iccvvie,....0

No hay es- :
tampillag. :
Pags$020:
El Admor. :
E. 0.OrTiZ.

o.. <ee0

Type-set. Value in MS. in red or black om all
valucs cxcept §1.00.  Iinperf.

Unused, Used,
*“oo1,"” black on bu; blue, and red -
“" ”

002 " » "

” ” »
” n
” ”» ”
» " ”»
” ” ”
” » »
5.00 ”» ” ”

rerrpeel!
IREREEEN

Dutch Indies.—A foreign contemporary states
that stamps of the current issue are shortly to be
overprinted JAVA and MADURA, for use in these
islands, whilst those for the remaining islands are
to remain without overprint. It is to be hoped our
contemporary is misinformed, for it seems need-
less to overprint at all, but if any distinguishing
record is wanted should not the operation be
reversed? Java, to which for administrative
purposes Madura is always joined, is the most
important settlement in Dutch East Indies, is the
seat of government, and though in size smaller
than most of the other islands, which are known
politically as *‘the Outposts,” has a population
of nearly thirty millions out of a total of thirty-
six millions for the whole group.

France.—We have received another value in
the current type of *‘ Sower without sun or earth,”
viz. a 25 ¢. which was first issued on 19 June.
It now comes in a paler shade than at its first
appearance. When first issued the blue was of
so deep and metallic a shade that the obliteration
marks could only be seen with difficulty. A few
days later the present shade was introduced, and
no more stamps issued in the earlier colour.

From Le Timbre-Poste we learn that the §c.
stamps of the Blanc type (Cat. Type 11) are
still being printed and issued concurrently with
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those of the new Sower type, and that a sheet
has been seen bearing the millésime number ““7.”

BPE S vanAx{\i

Sower type. Perf. 14%13).

Unused, Used.
s d s d.
257¢., blue . ., . . . 0 4 -

French Offices in China. —We illustrate types
of the overprints that have recently been applied
to further disfigure the already hideous current
stamps of Indo-China, full lists being given in
the Supplement to the Catalogue,

. Kouang
HOI-HAO Tchéou-Wan
AT XA

Mong-]seu PAK-HO!

i&’\i i ﬁ/\g

Teh'ong Yuanan-Fou

King
- >
X T ] LR ~B

Le Timbre-Poste illustrates a variety in the
Mong-Tseu overprint which probably deserves
more consideration than the usual “‘printer's
waste™ associated with similar printings. It
consists of the word * Mong-tseu” with a small
¢“t” in the latter word, and appears once in each
sheet of 150 of the 2 ¢, value. It is to be hoped
that collectors will be spared any further eccen-
tricities. -

Gibraltar,—We have seen the 23d. on colonred
%per with multiple wmk. and chalky surface.
¢ suppose the stock of these stamps will be
used up before putting into issue the 24d. on
white trecently chronicled, doubtless only from a

specimen copy.

Wmk. Multiple Crown CA, Chalky pager.
Unu{e’d.'({!sed.
X s d s d
24d,, lilac and black on 8iwe . . - —_

Italy.— L’ Echo de Timbrologie (30.6.07) says
that it has been found that the cost of printing
the current 15 c. is too heavy, and this stamp
will be replaced by one of a similar design to the
§c. and 10 ¢. now in use. Itis a pity, for it is
a handsome stamp of unusual execution.

With respect to this stamp Le Collectionnenr
de Timbres-FPoste (7.07) says it is printed by
L’Officina Calcografica Italiana, a branch house
of the American Bank Note Co. of New York,
established in Rome in 19035, which has also
provided San Marino with the new stamps lately
chronicled. The cost, however, is more than
the Italian authorities feel justified in paying,
hence the latest stamps are produced, as of
old, by the Government Works at Turin. Will
the stamp production of San Marino e sufficient
to keep the American folks busy? This little
republic is ever ready for heroic feats in Philately,
but for the sake of collectors we trust it will not
attempt this problem.

Italian Offices in Crete.—The new § ¢. of
Italy has appeared with the current overprint for _
Crete.

LA CANEA
Stamp of Italy overprinted LA CANFA.
Unused. Used.
s d. s 4.
5¢., green e e e e — —

Italian Somaliland.—Several foreign journals
chronicle the 6o c. Postage Due stamp of Italy
overprinted for use in this place. We presume
the frame of the stamp is still in the old colour,
as the value has yet to be noted with frame in
orange.

Somalia ltaliana
Meridionale
Unused. Used.
5. d s 4
6o c., buff and magenta . N -

Labuan.—We have seen the stamp below in a
shade that is distinct from the rose-red of the
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Catalogue. It might be termed wermilion. The
copy shown us was *'cancelled to order.”

RHEPRC)
A e G

Type 30. New shade.
Unused. Used.
N s. d. s d.
8 ¢., vermilion . . . . o — -

Luxemburg, —A set of Postage Due stamps
is announced for this duchy all of the same
colour, with value in d/ack on a plain octag-
onal label, under a representation of the Arms of
the country,

Perf. 12}, Unused, Used.
N . 5. .
5 ¢, green and black . .

10 €, » ,, . . - —_

12k, noom P - —
20 C. " 1 - -

a5 a. noon - —

50 C. nwoon - —

1 fr. " " — —

Newfoundland. — 7e Metropolitan Philatelist
reports ‘“that a new 1 ¢ stamp may be
expected shortly for this colony. The design
consists of a superb portrait of King Edward in
ermine robe, decorated,etc,, with NEWFOUNDLAND
above, value below, and N.F. in upper corners,
The colour is to be green.”

If this is correct, are we to expect any change
in the design of the 2 ¢c.?

Nicaragua.—We have received the 50 c. on
6 c., slate, with a different-coloured surcharge,
viz. yellow-brown, but in all other respects identi-
cal with Nos. 311 and 312 of the Supplement.
These stamps also come overprinted with the
large caBo (Type 28) in black.

For collectors who take the stamps overprinted
for sale in the Bluefields district it will be in-
teresting to note we have received lately three
stamps not mentioned in the already too lengthy
Jist in the Supplement. The list given below
fully describes them, and they will become Nos.
442a, 4914, and 4915 respectively.

1 81}

<

b

-

®

& -

B S
c(T o '] >

Vale 20 cts  Vale $1,00

There is also a series of provisional Official
stamps to record. The stamps dealt with are those
of 1606 (Type 62), and we illustrate the sur-

| soc.onze.

charges, which are to be found reading up or
down on all values, The 50 c¢. is of the same ty
as the 10 c., and the two varieties of ‘0" in tgz
figures of value already chronicled on the ordinary
stamps are to be found on these Officials. It
is said also there are two types of *“1” in the
31.00 surcharge.

Type 36. Surcharged vertically. (a) Wide thick ** 0.”
(8) Narrow tall **0,”
Unused. Used.
s. d. sod.
50 ¢. on 6 c., slate (@) (Br.) (becomes 3t2a) . 1 6 -
soc.on6¢c 4 (H(Br)( 3128) . 2 6 -

Same type overprinted with Type Z 3 in black.
50 €., yellow (Secomtes 442a) . . . 4 0 —_

Same type overprinted with Type Z8 in black.

20 c., claret (becomes 4g1a) . . . .2z 0 -
soc., yellow (5,  491d) . . . . 30 -—
Nos, 312a and 3126 similarly overprinted.
50C. on 6 ¢., slate (@) (Br.) (becomes 4976) . 3 o —_
soc.onbe 4, (B(Br)( , 497¢) . 5 o -

Official Stamps. Type 62. Suscharged in black,
Reading either up or down.
Unused. Used.
5. 8 d.
10¢ on I ¢., green
20 ONIC 4

$ronzc,rose
$20nz2c. .
$30nz2c. .
$4o0ns5c, blue .

NERENNE
NERREN

Oceanic Settlements.—The 5 c. in the current
type is again chronicled as appearing in éright
yellow-green. This stamp was reported in 1920,
at the same time that the four other values appeared
in new colours, but its issue was afterwards con-
tradicted. It will have to be “seeing is believing”
before it again appears as No. 14 in the Catalogue.

EEFYBLQYE,. A

Peace and Commerce Type. Colour changed.
Unused, Used.
5. d. 5. d.

s ¢, bright yellow.green . . — —_

Peru.—We illustrate the new series as far as
received. The complete set, we understand, con-
sists of the following values. In all cases the
picture is in the first colour named.

N

No\ .- (g
- TN SO e
;| PosTaL umvgasn';
-y PPE R 2
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URION POSTALUNIVERSAL
EERny

Y sEcuriaoe mEBICINA |5t

:{umlrsqﬂwxo}ﬂ@.
Pictorial types. Per/. 12.
? 7 Unused. Used.
s. d. 5. d

1 ¢., black and green (Bolognesi Monwntent) —
2¢., violet & ves (Rear-Adm’i. Mlgutlbran) —
4 C., olivegreen(Liama) . . . -
s ¢, black and blue (Starue) . —

!o c w  brown(Exhibition b‘u:la’mgx) —

green(Medical School, Lima) —

50 c black (G P.O., Lima) . . -

1 sol green and violet (Hly;aa'romt, S.

Hmtncz, Lima) .

2 sol, (?) colours (Columlm.r Manummt) .

et

Roumania, —We are indebted to Le Moniteur
du Collectionneur (5.07) for the information that
the authorities in Roumania decided to withdraw
all charity and commemorative issues from use on
23 May.

’yx ';"’t"ﬁ

We suppose, therefore, that the sale of all these
stamps has already ceased, and that they are

no longer available for postage. It is also
rumoured that the postal authorities not only
intend to offer the remainders for sale ‘‘en bloc,
but that the 2§ bani, black and green (error), is
to be surcharged 5 bani before being offered for
sale, Comment is needless.

We illustrate the two charity labels not illus.
trated in the Supplement to the Catalogue.

Santander and Cucuta.—Wehave been shown
specimens of a flourishing crop of provisionals
for this department of Colombia, and are told
that the fresh values are those at which the
stamps are to be sold on the gold basis. They
must have rapidly appreciated, for the prices
asked of our publishers is many times face.
In October, 1903, a law was promulgated for the
regulation of the monetary system and the re-
demption of the paper money. This has been
gradually taking place, and is the explanation of
the varying rates to which the many stamps of
Colombia have been subject during recent years.
The stamps now surcharged are those of 1905,
which originally were sold, in the case of San-
tander, at paper (almost ‘*waste-paper”)rates, and
for Cucuta onthesilver basis. A fore:gn contem-
porary chronicles an error, ‘‘ Cantavos’ for *‘Cen-
tavos ”’ on each sheet surcharged *“ 2 Centavos.”

Medio Medio UUN
Cvo. Cvo. Cvo.

(a) (8)

Cvs.
Issue of 19os. Imperf.
Stamps of Santander.

Unused. Used.
d s d.

2

Centavos,

Medio Cvo. (a), in green, on so c., yellow
2 Centavos, i ln black, on s c., pale blue ,
” n blue, on 10 c., claret .
2 Cvs., in blue, on sc., blue-green .
2, s  On20c., marone . .
2 4 ” on 5p.,blue . .

Stamps of Cucuta,
Medio Cvo.(a), in blk., on soc,,red on yell, —
v ”» 1" 0“ 50C. 4
UN ,» 10 blue, on 1 c., green on y:ll
a Centavos, in green, on 26 .y TOSe "
lue, on tec,, brown ,,
on 2 c., pale green

"
v
RN

2 i) i1}

:, in black, on s c., scarlet .
z Cvs., in blue, on 10 ¢, deep blue .
on 20 C., green on yellow

Sierra Leone.—Our publnshers have received
a supply of the 4d., King’s Head, printed in one
colour, and we have seen used copies of the 1d.
printed in carmine. The 24d. is also reported as
having appeared in ““all blue.”

King's Head. Ordinary paper. Mulitiple wmk.
Unused. Used.
5. 4 4
3d., green . . . . o1 °*—
1d., carmine . . . . _ —_

zld blue . . . . . —_

Printed by W. Bagwpon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for lheJP;oprietan, Stanrey Gissoxs, Ltd., 39t Strand, London, W.C.
20 July, 1907,
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Gossip of the Mour

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

Expertizing Stamps
VERY well-known provincial collector
writes to ine as follows concerning my

remarks on p. 17 on experts’ fees for
examining stamps :—

With reference to your remarks in your issue for to-day,
permit me to make some on same as ds ex-
perts and their fees for examining stamps.
1 quite agrec with you when you allude to the charges
as being **a bit too thick,” also further with your remarks
that they are not only apt to be detrimental to the popu-
larization of Philately. but also prohibitive ; but, on the
other hand, it is only fair to the experts to say that, for one
thing, as a general rule, thcse fees are only spent when
rare stamps are concerned, and are further oniy paid by
the more wealthy coll h to have i

where it is not, then this is clearly stated, and I have made
it a rule when getting such rare stamps as I allude to,
which I happen to be in want of, at sales, etc., and which
often exist five times forged out of every six (even w/hen
you get hold of them), ! say I make it a rule that purchase
13 got subject to an expert passing same at my cost if 1
require it.  If owners don't agree, then I don't buy, and
1 never yet in my experience regret having done so.” Had
I any forgeries in my collection (and I doubt if I haveany,
or not many, at any rate), how could I conscientiously sell
same again as genuine if [ wished to part with my stamps ¢
Further, even if I wished to be so dishonest, there is always
the proi)ability the would-be purchaser might spot the
forgery, and this would at the least (even knowing I did
not know it was such) mean loss of money to_me in any
re-sale, for I hold in Philately, like other sciences, one
must collect for pleasure as well as for remuneration should
rainy days ever crop up, as they are doing now with a

S who happ P

of such stamps. ~ The actual *‘rank and file,” as it were, or,
to perhaps express my meaning better, the actual large

ber of coll s with ¢ stamps and even
fairly rare ones, really do not need often to trouble about
having such expertized at all. I assert the number of
stamps requiring expertizing owing to clever ‘‘ faking”
seems to be on the increase yearly ; but, on the other band,
their total is nothing like the total of those never requiring
any expert opinion if owner be a philatelist of any stand-
ing at all as regards experience. 1 have, however, in the
past more than once pointed out there is a great want of
philatelic experts in the provinces apart from London.
Let London be the head one, but have others in influential
stamp quarters, and let their fees b¢ comsiderably less than
those charged for the London opinion. Any final opinion
could be sent to London afterwards, of course, but the
high charges, etc. are, as you say, against young collectors
sending them up when they get hold of a rare stamp which
has been forged considerably in the past. There seems to
me to be a real want of what I call, in compliment 1o the
London experts, a *‘ secondary committee of experts,” as it
were, located away from London, dealing not only with
rarer stainps but with commoner ones for less fees. Of
course we collectors have to go by the experience of those
who have bad good chances of diagnosing forgeries from
gentine stamps, but I admit even they may be wrong in
their surmises,

1 feel whilst on this question I cannot refrain from
alluding to my own experience. I have been collecting
stamps now for over thirty years, and during the last say
round dozen or more I may safely say I bave been saved
hundreds of pounds by submitting certain rare stamps to
the Expert Committee or_to one of my own cxpert friends
for their opinion. Practically all such stamps have been
those difficult more or less to diagnose as to genuineness
either in the stamp itself as regards its perfs., roulettes,
etc., or in the obli ion, etc., or h ,etc. Inone
case I was saved a matter of nearly ,(:r,o alone for a
single stamp, and even with my own long and large ex-
perience, 1 candidly adm:t 1 was unable myse/fto expertize
this stamp to my satisfac-ion. $So with many others I could
name to you, But my remarks will, 1 think, convince you
that I, at' any rate, have done well in thus not paying large
sums acquiring forgeries for my collection. In most of my
London and other certifi the opinion is il H

P

g , from her point of view,

No, I give all honour to the London Expert Committee
for their work. They give up portions of their time, and
baving already the knowledge in most cases as regards dis-
tinguishing marks between forgeries and genuines, surely
they have a right to ask a fee. I admit the fee is stiff, but
then in most cases the stamps submitted are also ‘*stiff"
ones; at least, what | have submitted have often been, and
have required not a little trouble and time 1o diagnose.

Further, 1 don't think they wish to be burdened with
commoner stamps sent to them, therefore this leaves open
the necessity for a secondary expert committee for lesser
valuable sitamps and charging lesser fees. I bave in mind
one very rare Colonial especially used, and think 1 am
correct in saying I have submitted for opinion over a round
dozen copies at various times, and in a// cases, until quite
recently, has the stamp been condemned as forged sur-
charge, and 1 have returned it to owners, of course.
Further, it is only in difficult cases I go to the expense of
submitting to London experts, as there are others who ex-
pert for less, but far too few for the demand for this work :
what they are, are scattered far and wide. We really
want a second committee of free experts, as it were, not
necessarily being dealers, but collectors pure and simple,
Have dealers, by all means, of well-known reputation, but
also bave amateurs in your secoudary committee, Of
course for my own pocket's sake I am pleased that, as I
require few stamps now requiring expertizing of any diffi-
culty, so I spend less on fees, etc.; but I think my own
experience, given in all due humility, proves that experis
are essential to our science,

I admit many people calling themselves experts are not
50 at all, but there are some genuine ones fortunately, and
it is worth money in reason to resort to them rather than
to have none to resort to in cases of need for “‘love or
money " either.

Work to Provincial Societies

1 DO not know that 1 need comment on this
letter. 1 print it as received. It is some-
what vague in places, but it probably repre-
sents a fairly general view.

In the main the writer agrees with me,
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but thinks, as most of us do, that the work
of the Royal Society’s Expert Committee is
most important and well done, and, as the
writer surmises, of course, the high fees are
fixed for the purpose of limiting the work of
the Committee to really difficult and rare
stamps. 1 have no doubt they think that
other societies should undertake general
expertizing of the less difficult kind for their
members.

Here, it seems to me, provincial societies
might do much to help young collectors.

They should appoint Forgery Committees,
not a Forgery Expert. I have no faith in
the Forgery Expert single-handed. 1 do not
know one man, even amongst the cminents,
equal to such work single-handed. The
Committee should be made up of special-
ists to cover as much ground as possible

Most of the leading provincial societies
could form a committee of specialists, and
so do a work that would be a real draw for
membership.

Specialist Experts

I DO not see why specialists of high stand-
ing, who are recognized authorities on the
countries which they specnalne, should not
undertake the work of expertizing in their
own countries.

Personally, I would infinitely rather have
the opinion of a well-known specialist on
the stamps of his own country than the
opinion of the Expert Committee of the
Royal Society.

As a rule, if a specialist gets a stamp that
bothers him he will take the earliest oppor-
tunity of discussing it with his fellow special-
ists, and 1 know of no court of final appeal
in matters philatelic that would be more
satisfactory to me.

Some day this question of expertizing will
ripen into much greater importance than it
has yet assumed. It will some day be the
recognized insurance against fraud and
ignorance.

A Go-ahead Colonial Society

1 HAVE just received the second number
of the British Guiana Philatelic Journal,
and again | congratulate the Society on
its appearance. It bears the impress of a
real live society

From it I learn that the British Guiana
Philatelic Society now numbers forty mem-
bers, including evidently not a few really
enthusiastic workers, and one enthusiastic
member is worth a whole hive of drones of
the usual type.

And they have been having an exhibition
on a grand scale, of which the pages of
G.S. W. will no doubt give some account.

West Indians Coming to the Front —

ACCORDING to the British Guiana Philatelic
Journal, West Indian Colonials are once
more coming to the front. It says, *The
craze now is for West Indians, and several
of our local collectors are disposing of their
general collections and only stocking West
Indians.”

I don't want to be hypercritical, but I do
not like the terms “craze” and *stocking.”
Our devotion to our hobby is not a craze,
and no true philatelist goes in for “stocking”
as if he were a dealer.

But I am glad to hear that West Indians
are looking up. They have been under a
cloud for a very long time.

If our British Guiana friends could per-
suade certain Leeward Islands authorities to
cease from issuing contemptible supple-
mentary series, which are little short of
official swindles, they would do much to
remove a barrier to the West Indians.

Coming East African Changes

MR. EpwIN HEALEY tells me that the cur-
rency is to be changed in British East
Africa from annas to cents, but the rupee
will remain, i.e. the currency will be the
same as that of Mauritius, Seychelles, and
Ceylon. Mr. Healey says the coins for the
new currency have already been sent out
to the colony. Therefore we may expect the
stamps to be changed any day.

It is to be hoped there will be no sur-
charging.
Philatelic Picnic
A NOTE from Manchester informs me that
the annual picnic of the Manchester branch
of the Juniors was held on 6 July. A good
number of members and friends took the
train to Mobberley and, under the leader-
ship of Mr. Munn, walked by field paths to
Castle Mills, where the party had tea. The
walk was then continued along the Bollin
valley to Ashley station, a very pleasant
afternoon being spent. The very successful
arrangements were made by Messrs. W. W.
Munn and J. Taylor.

International Penny Post

ACCORDING to the Paris correspondent of
the Daily Chronicle, M. Simyan, the Under-
Secretary for Posts and Telegraphs, upon
whom a deputation, headed by Mr. Henniker
Heaton, recently waited, does not appear to
be very hopeful of the early adoption of in-
ternational penny postage

In an interview with a representative of
the Petit Parisien, he sald it would be
necessary to await the International Postal
Conference, to be held at Lisbon next year,
before coming to a decision on the question.
Then, perhaps, they would be able to create
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an international penny stamp. IHe was
favourable to a reduction in the present
foreign letter rate, but before France could
consent to this reform it would be neces-
sary for her to overtake the deficiency of
28,000,000 fs. (£1,120,000), which had fol-

to 1oc. Its extension to foreign countries
will enormouslyincrease this deficit. Heques-
tioned if England would be favourable to an
immediate reduction from z4d. to 1d. ; but no
doubt she would readily consent to a gradu-
ated reduction of 4d. periodically, covering

lowed upon the reduction of her inland rate | several years, and ultimately arriving at 1d.

A Philatelic Library:

Its Uses and How to Form It

By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE
British Journals

THE Stamp Collector’s Magazine. This
was one of the pioneer journals of our
hobby, and also one of the best that have
been published. Ithad a life of twelve years,
the first volume being issued in 1863 and
the last one in 1874. It is a magazine that
ought to be included in the library of every
philatelist, for, considering its antiquity, it
contains a vast amount of general informa-
tien that is still of the utmost value. The
writers who contributed to its pages were
the pioneers of our fascinating hobby, and
the articles are as readable to-day as they
were when first published. Considering the
limited means that existed inthose days forthe
interchange of opinions on philatelic matters,
one cannot help marvelling at the accuracy
and brilliancy of the contributions, and they
prove beyond a doubt that those early
writers had a general knowledge of Philately
that is equalled by few and excelled by none
of the leading philatelists of the present day.
The complete set of twelve volumes of this
excellentmagazine can generally be purchased
for about six guineas,

The Philatelic Record. The first number
of this magazine was issued in 1879, five
years after the dececase of the $.C.M., and
1t is still running, being thus the oldest of
the existing philatelic journals. Age has
but added to its usefulness and excellence,
and it is considered one of the leading
magazines devoted to the study of stamps.
During its long life it has been contributed
to by most of the best-known philatelists,
and it contains some of the finest articles
on the stamps of certain countries that
have ever been written. It was originally
published in a much smaller size than at
present, and has changed owners on several
occasions. It is more suited for advanced
collectors than inexperienced ones, for most
of its articles are highly specialistic. Vol. 1,
I fancy, is somewhat scarce, and cannot
probably be bought for less than 15s. or 20s.
The other volumes, up to XVI or XVII,
are usually considered to be worth about 10s.

each, and the later ones can be purchased
at from 3s. to 6s. cach.

Stanley Gibdons Monthly Journal. This
is the second oldest of the living philatelic
periodicals, and is essentially a work that
should find a place in every philatelic library.
It is a journal that is excelled by none, either
in the quality or quantity of its contents.
The first number was issued in 1890,and it has
finished its seventeenth year. [t i1s famed
for the excellence and completeness of its
articles, which are written by the foremost
philatelists of the day, and its monthly
chronicle of new issues is generally recog-
nized as being the most reliable and com-
pletc one published. Though mainly in-
tended for advanced collectors, the Aonthly
Journal is so well written that it can be
read with interest and understanding by the
veriest tyro. Vol. | is fairly scarce, and is
worth about 20s. ; Vol. Il can be purchased
for 10s; Vols. 111 to VIII are worth 7s. each;
and the later volumes can be obtained for
§s. each.

The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain,
This excellent journal is the third oldest of
the existing philatelic magazines, being just
a year younger than the Monthly Journal.
It has always endeavoured to cater for the
less advanced collectors as well as specialists,
but, nevertheless, some of the finest and
most valuable contributions to the literature
of our hobby may be found in its pages.
At the present time its new issue chronicle
is a very complete one, and a feature that
is always popular is the “Philatelic Review
of Reviews.” From these volumes the reader
is able to glean a lot of information that
would be otherwise unobtainable without
subscribing to all the various magazines.
Vol. 1 is worth 25s.; Vols. Il and 11l
usually sell for 8s. 6d. each; and the later
ones can be purchased at from 4s. to 6s.
each.

The London Philatelist. This is the
official organ of the Royal Philatelic
Society—the leading organization of the
kind in the world—and 1t stands fourth in
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point of age among present-day journals.
In the excellence of its contents, however,
it is second to none, for most of the scholarly
papers read at the meetings of the Society
appear in its columns, bcsxdes many other
noteworthy articles. It is a magazme that
should certainly be included in one’s phila-
telic library. Vol. I can be obtained for
about £1, and the later volumes can usually
be purclnsed at from 10s. to 17s. each.

The Stamp Collector’s Fortnightly, With
the exception of a break of a few months
this journal has arrived regularly every other

Saturday since 1894. There are a number |

of interesting articles in its early volumes,
but of late years it has consisted chiefly of
matters of general and topical interest. It
contains a good many items that will prove
of the utmost value to beginners. None of
the volumes are scarce, and they can usually
be obtained at from s5s. to 7s. 6d. each.

The Stamp Collector. The first three
volumes of this magazine, issued from 1897-9,
were published as the /unior Stamp Collector,

and contain a number of items of spectal ‘

value to beginners. The later volumes con-
tain several interesting articles suitable for
all grades of collectors. I am unable to
state the present market value of the earlier
volumes, but the later ones can be obtained
for a few shillings each.

Ewer's Weekly Stamp News. T hIS was
first issued in 1899, and it can thus claim to
be the oldest weekly stamp journal issued
in Europe. Its earlier volumes contain a
number of interesting specialist articles, and
a good deal of space in them relates to the
study of postmarks. Recent volumes are
noted for their very complete chronicle of
new issues, and the publication of items
devoted to the postage, envelope, Railway
Letter Fee, etc. stamps of Great Britain.
Most of the volumes can be purchased at
a few shillings each.

Morley's Philatelic Journal. The first
number was issued in 1900, and it is recog-
nized as the leading*journal devoted chietly
to the study and description of fiscal stamps.
None of the volumes are rare, and they can
be ]]:rocured without difficulty at 2s. to 3s.
each.

Gibbons Stamp Weekly is too well known
to my readers to need further reference here.

The West-End Philatelist. This is the
newest of English stamp journals. The
first number was issued in March, 1904, so
that it is now nearly three years old. It
contains a number of excellent articles
written for the edification of all classes of
collectors, and a notable and regular feature
is “Things Worth Knowing,” in which all
manner of things of philatelic interest are
discussed and explained.

Colonial Magazines -~

Although Philately flourishes exceedingly
in most of our colonial possessions, it is
remarkable that philatelic publications pro-
duced on the spot are few and far between.
It is worth noting that, at the present time,
no journal devoted to the interests of our
hobby is published in the important colony
of Canada. Several have started at various
times, but have made very short stays in
this unfeeling world. As practically all
matters of interest are dealt with in the
home papers, I have only chosen two colonial

magazines for reference here as being worthy
of a place in one’s library. These are both
particularly active, have been published for
several years, and at the moment are the
only colonial philatelic journals in exist-
ence.

The Philatelic Journal of India. This is
the official organ of the Philatelic Society of
India, and the first number was issued in
January, 1897. It is one of the largest of

| modern philatelic periodicalsandisaltogether

a very creditable and welcome journal. Its
pages are full of admirable articles, those
relating to Indian and Asiatic stamps gener-

, ally being, naturally, in the majority. It

can hold its own with any of the leading
English journals, which is, 1 think, sufficient
commendation of its sterling worth. So far
as I know, none of the volumes are difficult
to obtain, and they can usually be purchased
at from §s. to 10s. each.

The Australion Philatelist. This is the
only other colonial journal in existence, and
it has had a fairly long life, being now in its
thirteenth year. It is essentially a magazine
for collectors of Australian stamps, and
contains a number of valuable articles and
notes relating to antipodean Philately. Most
of the volumes can be had without difficulty
at from 3s. to §s. each.

American Journals

The United States easily holds the record
for the number of different stamp journals it
has published, and also for the remarkable
shortness of the lives of most of them. The
majority are utterly worthless, and those that
contain matter of any value or interest are
the exception. A few excellent ones exist
no longer, but, as most of their contents are
covered by articles in English journals, it is
hardly necessary to mention them here. I
will, instead, content myself with listing the
two leading journals that appear regularly
nowadays.

The American Journal of Philately. This
is undoubtedly the leading American phila-
telic journal, and one, also, that has had a
long life, for it has nearly completed its
nineteenth volume. In its pages are scores
of articles of the highest interest and value.
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Naturally, American stamps receive greatest
attention, but the general articles and spec-
ialists’ papers regarding the stamps of other
countries are exceptionally meritorious, and
well worthy of perusal. Some of the older
volumes are hard to obtain, and are worth
about 10s. each, while the later ones can
usually be purchased at 3s. to §s. apiece.

Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News. This is
another noteworthy publication and, I believe,
the oldest weekly stamp paper in the world,
for it has issued about 835 numbers to date,
a record to be proud of. It contains a
number of excellent general and specialist
articles, and an excellent feature of recent
years has been the publication of special
numbers solely devoted to the stamps of
some particular country. It is pre-eminently
a stamp newspaper and is full of notes on cur-
rent topics of the greatest value and interest.

The collector who wishes to keep in touch
with Philately on the other side of the
“Herring Pond” cannot do better than
subscribe to this journal. Some of the
older volumes are now difficult to obtain, but
the later ones can be purchased for a few
shillings each.

Other Works

In conclusion. I may state that there are
many other works that, though not philatelic
publications, are of the greatest interest to
philatelists, and should be included in one’s
library if possible. 1 mean such volumes
as the official Postal Guides issued by our
postal department ; histories relating to the
growth and work of a post office ; official
documents relating to the issue of postage
stamps ; and any pamphlets or books re-
lating to postal matters.

(Concluded.)

Portraits on Stamps

By BOSWELL JUNIOR
United States of America—ontinued

James Monroe, fifth President of the
United States, was born in Westmoreland
county, Virginia,
f on 28 April, 1758.
Originally of Scot-
tish origin, he early
imbibed the fervid
patriotism for
which his native
district was fam-

ous. He went to
the College of William and Mary, but the
course of his studies was interrupted by
the outbreak of the War of Independence.
Monroe with some twenty other students
joined the army. He was made a lieu-
tenant in the Third Virginia Regiment, and
was with the troops in various engage-
ments, in one of which he was wounded
in the shoulder. In 1777-8 he served as a
volunteer aide with the rank of major, and
took part in the battles of Brandywine,
Germantown, and Monmouth. At this
juncture he made the acquaintance of ]effer-
son, and to the friendship which ensued
Monroe’s early advancement is mainly due.
In 1782 Monroe was elected to a seat in the
Virginian Assembly. His appointment as
delegate to various congresses followed, and
he became Virginia's most conspicuous re-
presentative. Monroe’s service at Congress
expired in 1786, Soon he was again called
to public life and became a member of the
Virginia Convention which met to consider
the proposed Constitution of the United
States. As we have already seen, Madison
and Marshall were the leaders in favour of
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the Constitution. Monroe allied himself
with Patrick Henry, their chief opponent.
He finally assented to the Constitution, and
became a senator in 1790. Four years later
he was sent as envoy to France. In this
office he seems to have exceeded his powers,
and was consequently recalled in 1796.
Jefferson’s election to the presidency in
1801 opened a way for the return of Monroe
to France. He joined Livingston with the
object of bringing about the cession of the
vast region then known as Louisiana to the
United States. The French needed money,
and the Americans could afford to pay well
for the control of the entrance to the
Mississippi. Eighty million francs was the
purchase money agreed upon, and Bonaparte
assented to the sale. “I have given to
England,” he said, “a maritime rival that
will sooner or later humble her pride.”
Monroe was now removed from Paris and
accredited to the Court of St. James. An
attempt on the part of Monroe and Pinck-
ney to conclude a treaty with Great Britain
led to much dissatisfaction among Ameri-
cans because the treaty did not come up to
their expectations. Monroe’s political saga-
city was again called in question, and the
clouds of war were again looming ominously
on the horizon. Monroe, however, was not
one of those who quietly drift out of the
public gaze. For the second time he was
chosen Governor of Virginia, and shortly
afterwards was appointed by Madison to the
office of Secretary of State, which office he
held for six years (1811-17). Monroe had
now held almost every important office




54 GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

except that of President. If experience in
polincal affairs be regarded as a qualification
for the highest office, Monroe possessed it to
the full. He became a candidate for the
presidency, and was elected. At this time
Monroe was fifty-nine years old. He held the
office of President for eight years (1816-25).
The political creed known as the * Monroe
doctrine” took its rise during his term of
office. It was a doctrine of “ America for
the Americans.,” A rumour had spread that
the European Powers intended to step in
and restore the authority of Spain in her
revolted colonies in South America. Monroe
resisted this foreign interference, and de-
clared that he should consider any attempt
on the part of the European Powers “to
extend their system to any portion of this
hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and

St. Vinecent

safety.” Interference on the part of any
European Power with the Governments
established in North and South America
would be regarded “as the manifestation of
unfriendly disposition to the United States.”
At the close of Monroe’s second term of
office he retired into private life. As a
writer of state papers he was inferior to
Jefferson, Madison, and Hamilton, but his
career was not without brilliance. He served
his country faithfully and well, and retired
full of years and with no little prestige. He
married in 1786 a daughter of Lawrence
Kortright, of New York. He died in New
York City on 4 July, 1831. His remains were
buried in Marble Cemetery, but in 1858
were reinterred at Hollywood.

His portrait appears on the 3 cents,
purple, of the 1904 Louisiana Purchase issue.

1886. 1s., slate-grey. Perf. 11 to 12} all round

NE would suppose that little remained
O to be discovered about the early

issues of St. Vincent, but at a recent
meeting of the Royal Phila-
telic Society, Mr. R. B.
Yardley showed a block of
four of the &s., s/ate-grey,
of 1866, perf. 11 to 124 all
round, a variety which used
X g tohb?1 listed yea}r(s ago,f b]ut
n <4 which was struck out of the
LALLM St Vincent Handbook be-
cause no evidence could be obtained of its
existence. This evidence has now been
supplied, and a note by Mr. E. D. Bacon, in
The L. P. for May, accounts for this variety
as follows: The first supply of 1s. stamps
was sent out in July, 1866, and the second in
February, 1869; both are entered as purple
in Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co.’s books,

S4STVINCENT

but as a matter of fact the first lot was slate-
grey and the second 7ndigeo; 500 sheets were
perforated on the first occasion and 300 on
the second. Miss Stewart, the lady who
worked the old perforating machine, noted
the former as “purple” in her book, but did
not note the colour of the latter, and Mr.
Bacon suggests, probably quite correctly,
that a few sheets beyond the 500 may have
been printed in 1866, and that these may
have formed part of the supply sent out in
1869, and thus have been perforated with
the same gauge as the Is., ##digo, which are
always perf. 11 to 12§. All were intended
by the printers to be the same colour, but
Miss Stewart must have noticed that this
was not the case, and therefore entered the
second lot in her perforating book as * 300
sheets St. Vincent, Is.,” without mentioning
the colour. Monthly Journal.

NDew Zcaland “Officials”

Alleged lllegal Sales

Charge against a Dunedin Dealer : Judgment

N page 15 we reported some official
proceedings at Dunedin, New Zealand,
taken against Mr. William Lawrence

Hooper, trading as Wilcox and Smith, on the
charge of having unlawfully dealt in stamps,
the stamps in question being the Official
stamps now used by Government depart-
ments. We now append the judgment of
the magistrate, Mr. Widdowson, from the
Stamp Collector’s Forinightly :—

Defendant is charged under section 16 of the Stamp
Act, 1883, with having, on the 14th March, last, unlawfully

dealt in stamps within the meaning of the Act without
being duly licensed to deal in such stamps. The stamps
in question bear the overprint * Official,” and are issued
to and for use by Government and other authorized
departments in place of the system of franking, which was
abolished in December, 1go6. They are therefore such as
cannot be sold to or used by a licensed stamp dealer or
the public. A ing that such ps come within the
purview of the Act, can the defendant be said to have
dealt in stamps within the meaning of the Stamp Act?
Defendant is a philatelist, but is not licensed to deal
in stamps. The evidence also shows that these stamps
were bought by and were in the po:session of the de.
fendant, and that he intended to sell or otherwise dispose
of them, . . . Section 18 of the Stamp Act appears to
throw a little light on the matter, a person licensed to
deal in stamps being thereby required to display a notice
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that be is licensed to ‘‘sell’’ stamps. In Allen v, Sharp
(17 L.J., Ex. 212), ** dealing " is defined as * distributing,”
and a dealer as one who distributes, The Amesican and
Lnglish Encyclopedia of Law, after giving a practically
similar definition of ‘‘to deal” as that in Webster's
International Dictionary (i.e. ‘‘ 10 traffic,” * to transact
business,” *“to trade"), goes on to say tbat a dealer in
the popular acceptance of the word is not one who buys to
keep or makes to sell, but one who buys to sell again.
He stands intermediately between the producer and the
consumer, and depends for his profit not upon the labour
he bestows upon his commodities, but upon the skill and
foresight with which he watches the markets, It seems to
me, therefore, that 10 constitute dealing there must be

Britisb Guiana

something in the nature of a distributing business or
trading, and more than a mere buying or acquiring.
although coupled with an intention to sell again or
exchange, etc, The American authorities also adopt the
same meaning, but in many cases, both in case of revenue
laws and otherwise, have also decided that (unless the
intention of the Act is clearly to the contrary) there must
not only be a sale, but a succession of acts of selling
before one could be said to be dealing. I am of opinion
in the present case that, apart from any other question,
the evidence is not sufficient to prove the offence charged
against the defendant. The information will therefore be
dismissed.

Pbilatelic Exbibition, 1907

HE Exhibition which was for a long time
mooted by our Society has at last hecome
an accomplished fact, and the general

opinion appears to be that it has been a great
success in every way, eclipsing the first Exhibi-
tion held by this Society in 1904 in the number
of entries, in the excellent quality of the exhibits,
in the neat mounting of the specimens, and in the
large attendance at the Town Hall,

One could not help feeling, after looking over
the exhibits, that it was a most instructive and
highly creditable Exhibition, affording an oppor-
tunity to inspect some of the finest collections in
the colony to a great number of persons who
perhaps would not otherwise have had a chance of
seeing them. A really fine collection involves the
expenditure of considerable time, trouble, money,
and a large share of patience and carefulness,
which those outside the sphere of Philately hardly
realize; and there can be no question of the
educational value of a collection arranged on
strict philatelic lines, with full notes.

It was also interesting to note the strides that
Philately had made in this colony during the few
years which elapsed since the last Exhibition.

The guarantors consisted of the following gentle-
men: E. A. V. Abraham; W. A. Abraham;
Geo. Allan; Jorge Camacho; L. D. Cleare;
J. H. Field; A. D. Feguson; J. F. Green;
Luke M, Hill, c.B. ; Hon. B. Howell Jones ; Rev.
Canon Josa; E. H. Maclaine; J. C. McCowan,
T. A. Pope, B.A. ; Dr. E. D. Rowland; A. Reis;
Frank P. Stubbs; L. V. Vaughan; C. G. A.
Wyatt ; Dr. Almeida.

On the Working Commiittee and the Judges fell
the brunt of the work entailed in this Exhibition,
and it is to their services, which were quite in-
valuable, that the success of the Exhibitionis ina
great measure to be attributed. Special thanks
must be accorded to Messrs. B. Howell Jones,
E. A. V. Abraham, Geo. Allan, and T. A. Pope,
who threw their whole heart and soul into the
work, for the large share of help they gave to the
organization of this show; and to many other
members and non-members of the Society,
notably Messrs, A. E. Anderson, J. H. Field,
F. Chapman, J. B. Sharples.

The Judges were: Hon. B. Howell Jones
(Chairman) ; E, A, V. Abraham ; George Allan;
Dr. Almeida; A. D. Ferguson; T. A. Pope;
and L. V. Vaughan. Nodludge sitting in any
section in which he exhibited.

The judging was based on the following quali-
fications : (a) completeness, () condition, (¢)
arrangement, (<) rarity, (¢) philatelic knowledge.
The points for each quality varied in every section,
local conditions being largely responsible for this,
the object being to bring together all classes of
collectors on an equal footing. [

The number of exhibits was forty, and the
total value of the exhibits was over £6500.

The Town Hall

in which the Exhibition was held, presented a gay
and attractive appearance, being etfectively decor-
ated with bunuing. The lofty, well-lighted hall,
with a ground area of go feet by 40 feet, had little
available space left after all the exhibits had been
laid out.

The plan adopted for the display of the exhibits
answered admirably, All separate countries,
mounted on cards, were shown either in glass
frames or under the special glass covers attache:]
to the tables; albums being exhibited in glass
cases. The long tables with the exhibits were
arranged along the east and west sides of the hall,
and down the centre.

The Opening Ceremony

The Exhibition, which was held under the dis-
tinguished patronage of His Excellency the
Governor (Sir Frederic M. Hodgson, K.C.M.G.),
was formally opened at 4 p.m. on Saturday,
6 April, 1607. The large number of visitors
present included the Hon. B. Howell Jones
{President); the Lord Bishop of Guiana;
J. Wood Davis, ¥.R.; Hon. Robert Duff;
T. A. Pope; A. Earnshaw; C. Wieting; W. A.
Abraham; E. A. V. Abraham; A. W. Swain
(Ag. Postmaster-General) ; Dr, Almeida; L. V.
Vaughan; Geo. Allan; A. D. Ferguson;
G. Ball Greene; Rev. Canor Josa; S. A. H.
Culpeper ; and many others, including a large
number of ladies.

‘The President(Hon. B. Howell Jones) formally welcomed
His Excellency the Governor, and explained that this was
the second Exhibition of the Society. The Society com-
menced in a very small way, he believed at a meeting at
Canon Josa's house, when there were six present. They
started with six or seven members, but had gradually
grown to be a large Society. At their Jast annuai meeting
they found that they had over forty members, and that
number had since Keen increased.- Pbhilately had been
designated by all sorts of names. Some people said that
it was a science, othérs that it was a craze, and some
called it an amusement. Philatelists were called fiends.
‘They might be fiends in a sense that when they saw a
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good thing they tried all they could to get it. Philately
had been called a science, and very recently a writer in
The Spectator even ventured to remark that the whole
busi of the designing of postag: ps was not with-
out interest as a bypath in the study of national character.
He could not go so far as that. National character had
its effect on the designing of stamps, but in the last few
years, he was sorry to say, the design of stamps had not
ver{ materially improved. (Hear, hear.) When they
looked back and saw the early stamps of England they
realized this. They found that the engraving of the red
penny and the blue twopenny was as advanced in style as
1t could possibly be. ‘L'here were others that came very
near that mark.” In some of the early colonial stamps the
workmansbip was everything that could be desired.
Nearly all nations since those early days seemed to have
fallen off in the design of their stamps. Some of the
recent productions seemed to be the crudest ps that

now permitted to call itself the Royal Philatelic Society.
He hardly thought Philately had ‘yet advanced to be a
science, but it was getting on that way owing to the
intricacies collectors had involved themselves in. In the
old days a person looked upon a postage stamp as a label
bearing a certain value which he had to purchase and fix
upon a letter or other postal matter in order to obtain
transmission through the post. Nowadays a philatelist at
any rate did not regard a postage stamp as a ge stamp
until he had thoroughly diagnused it, examined the water-
mark, colour, perforation, and looked at it through a mag-
nifying glass for errors and misprints. Philately bad great
intricactes, and they had greatly increased as collectors
had turned their attention to collateral branches. They
bad an idea their collection would not be complete unless
they collected such stamps as railway letter labels, em.
bossed stamps, and some even went 50 far as to obtain

could be designed or thought of. He thought they must
make one great exception, the United States of America,
whose ps had been fully designed and most care-
fully carried out. The stamps made for some of the
South American republics by the various companies as a
speculative business were often of very beautiful design.
Members of that Society could not call themselves
experts, but there were among them many enthusiasts who
thought a great deal of stamps and had made a study of
them for years past. They were therefore capable of
judgi as , what should be, and be
thought His Excellency would agree with him that some
of the exhibits there were of first-class importance. The
collection made by Mr. Ferguson of British Guiana
stamps, which had won the first prize, was centainly
deserving of the greatest attention of all. The two next
exhibits were s0 close that the Judges could not separate
them, and the Brothers Abraham were placed equal.
Their exhibits were also worth a very carcful examination.
In Class 1, Section 2, for stamps of other countries, the
first prize went to the Hon. R. Duff for a practically
complete collection of St. Vincent, and the second went to
Mr, W. A, Abraham for a fine collection of Transvaal,
with a special recommendation of his collections of St.
Lucia and Tobago. In Class I, Section 3, twenty-five
rarities, there were some very fine stamps. The decision
of the Judges was very difficult, but they finally decided
to give it to Mr. E. A, V., Abraham, who was to be con-
gratulated on having those fine specimens, but not on the
method in which they were exhibited; they did not
Tequire any setling. ext, and very close, came the Hon.
R. Duff, 1In Class I1, for general exhibits, the collection of
Mr. E. A. V. Abraham was far and away above every one
else exhibiting, It was a magnificent collection, and
certainly the finest made in this colony and exhibited bere.
Mr. Abraham had put it in books designed by himself.
Class I1I was for schoolboys, and the prize was a stamp
album. The prize was awarded to Master Michael
McTurk, who had a very excellent collection for a boy,
and it was carefully put up. Some of his British Guiana
stamps were valuable, and he would be able to look upon
them in years to come as increasing in value year by year.
They had the medals there, and he would ask His
Excellency to distribute them. He wished to thank His
Excellency very much for the honour he had done the
iety in coming there that day. (Hear, hear.) The
Society had started a journal of its own, and endeavoured
to obtain from various members articles of interest to
hilateli The first number received a great deal of
praise from societies all over the world. Credit was due
to Mr. Ferguson for the able manner he had prepared this,
and he could not help saying that the *‘go” and the spirit
shown by their worthy Honorary Secretary had kept the
members of the Society together. They would be ex-
tremely sorry should anything occur to p. him con-
tinuing the good work he had undertaken, for he was an
enthusiastic collector, and they congratulated him publicly
on having won 1he first 8rize_ (Applause.)
His Excellency the Governor said he thought he was
right in saying that the very fine Exhibition of postage
stamps they bad in that room was the first of its ki{l.(! held

so that a great deal of time and encrgy
were required now in order to become a true collector.
He thought he had better not detain them, because there
was a good deal to be seen in the Exhibition.
Conversazione

In the evening a concert and conversazione also
took place in the Town Hall from 8.30 p.m., at
which the attendance was even larger than in the
afternoon.

The programme consisted of the following
items :—
Violin Solo—RBolero . . . ..

oon Song . . . . B . Nir. S. Lewis.

Song—*‘1dle Words"

.« . . Miss Powell

Discourse—** On the Science of Philately”
Mr, E. A. V. Abraham.
PianoSolo. . . . . . . _ MissGreen.
Song . . . . . . . . MrD.Lewis.

Special thanks must be tendered to the ladies
and gentlemen who so greatly added to the en-
joyment of the conversazione.

Mrs. Hodge, one of our most talented violinists,
gave an exellent rendering of her selection.

Coon songs are always popular, and Mr. Lewis
had already established his reputation in singing
these songs, which he maintained on this occasion.
Miss Powell sang very sweetly in her soft and
sympathetic voice. Judging from the reception
given to all the performers, the concert was highly
appreciated by those present. We must not omit
to mention Miss Green, a young pianist of
promise, who played her solo in a very pleasing
manner.

EXHIBITS
Class I .
DIVISION 1. BRITISH GUIANA
A. D. FerGusoN, 1st Medal

A very fine moderately specialized collection, the largest
collection of one country shown in the Exbibition. contain-
ing many gems in excellent condition, amongst which may
be noted :—

1850,—8 c., circular, on original letter sheet.

1852.~1 c., black on magenta, a superb strip of four in
perfect condition with wide margins, on original letter
sheet ; 4 c., black on blue, well preserved.

1833 issue was well represented, including : c.,
vermilion, beautiful strip of four from margin of sheet,
and block of eigbt, both these being on original letter
sheet ; 4 c., blue, several shades on originals.

1860 issue.—A very strong lot of all perforations in many
shades, used and unused, including pairs and strips of
sevle!al values.“the numeroos pages of this issue

Mrs. Hodge.

in this country. He was aware that her E

had been held, but not of the same value and importance.
‘This Exhibition of stamps been brought about, as they
had heard, by members of the lIocal Philatelic Society, and
it did them very great credit. He thought also he could
echo what Mr. Howell Jone: had ms with regard to
Mr. Ferguson. It did him credit in l)a\ringL brought
together in so small a ity such a valuable collec-

tion.

Philately had advanced in recent years with ﬁ"u strides,
and its importance was recently recognized by the King
himself, for the principal Philatelic Society of London was

an show.
:363.rf—A nice lot of shades, used and unused, with the zg

s.

1 B;’;.—Cr. C C complete in singles, used and unused, with
Llocks of four unused, including that of the g6 ¢. in
mint condition.

1878.—Provisional and Officials. A very TM show, used
and unused, with numerous strips and blocks, including
the 1876 12 c. and 24 c. Officials surcharged with large
‘2" in blocks of four, and the 8 c., rose, of 1876 with
one horizontal and one vertical bar without ** Official,”
All the issues from that of 1876 to the latest issue of
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February, 1go7, were shown used and unused, in
singles and blocks of four of all values with numerous
varieties and shades, and included three specimens of
the 1882 1 c. without ‘‘ Specimen”’; 1888-g &1, green;
1899 2 C. on 15 c., inverted surcharge; blocks of 32,
¥3, and @, with large ' 4," etc.
Officials.—A fine lot, including some unused.
A special feature in the exhibit being the blocks in mint
condition showing the control numbers,
W. A. ABRAMAM (tied), 2nd Medal
b Another very fine exhibit, making the competition in this
section very keen. Amongst the stamps shown were 1852
1 c., black on magenta, two specimens, one being slightly
imperfect, as was the 4 c., black on blue.
1856.— 4 ¢., black on magenta.
1853.—Single specimens of all the Gibbons varieties.
1860 issue.—A very fine lot, the strongest section in the
whole exhibit, inciuding several shades, some values
being shown in mint condition.
1863 issue bhas a number of shades of the 24 c., green,
used and unused.
1898.—Provisionals complete, used and several unused.
A block of 2 c. on 24 c. of 1876 Official with large
“2"; also a strip of four 2 ¢. on 12 c. of 1876 Official,
threeof the stamps having the large “* 2"'; a pairof the
2 ¢, on 24 c. of 1863 Official ; and large blocksof the z c.
and 2 ¢, on g6 c., and 2 c. on 12¢. and on 24 c., 1876
Officials, were also shown.
1882.—Baldwin’sissue includes complete sheets of various
settings of the 1 c. and part sheets of 2 c., also two of
the r ¢c. without ** Specimen,"”
All other issues were shown almost complete in singles
unused, the last issues in blocks of four.

E. A. V. Asranay (tied), 2nd Medal

An excellent specialized collection.
features may be mentioned :—

1852.—¢ €., black on blue, on original envelope, in perfect
condition. .

1853.—Complete, showing several shades,

1860.— Practically complete, very strong in shades, in-
cluding & c., brown, 1 c., rose, 1 ¢., brown.red, and
4 C., blue, perf. 1s.

1863.—Well represented in shades.

1876.—Complete in singles used and unused, and in

locks of four unused, including the g6 c.

1878, —Provisional Officials complete, including block of
four of 1 ¢, on 48 c., 1863, on original envelope; 8c.,
rose, of 1876, surcharged with one horizontal and one
vertical bar without ** Official,” used.

1882.—Baldwin's issue, A strong lot of the various
settings, also the no ** Specimen * variety. X

From 1882 up to the issue on chalk paper the collection
was very complete in singles and ‘blocks, used and unused,
including singles 1888-9 81, green ; &4, large and small type;
1 ¢. on ¥¢, double surcharge; 1899 Jubilee issue 2 c. on
15c. inverted, 5 c., brown on green, right tablet light brown,
left tablet dark brown. Officials nearly complete, with a
pair of 1876 ; 2 c., orange, used.

In awarding a tie the Judges considered it would be
unfair to leave out one or the otber of these two latter
exhibits, both being of equal merit, 30 an extra medal was
awarded.

Other exhibiis entered in this section were:—

Dr. E. D. RowLAND

An interesting lot in fine condition, notably the 1852 1 ¢.
black on magenta, and 4 ¢., black on blue, also the several
varicties of the 1860 and 1863 issues. The modern issues
were in many cases in large blocks.

J. MaTTHEWS, LI,

The few specimens in this exhibit were in excellent con-
dition.

DIVISION 1. OTHER COUNTRIES
St. Vincent (Hon. Robert Duff). 15t Medal

This collection is an exceptionally fine one, being pradti-
cally complete, and the owner is to be congratulated on
the possession of such a superior lot of stamps, all in
superb condition, which has secured the first prize in spite
of the competition of this section, Amongst the rarities
may be mentioned the following : 1866 1s., slate, comp.
perf. ; 1867 4d., yellow ; 1875 1., claret, unused; 1877 1s.,
vermilion, unused ; 2880 1s., vermilion, unused, ss., used.
The provisionals aze ver fine, showing {d. on 6d. right and
left balves, unused ; 1d. on balf of 6d., right and left halves
used and unused; 1d on 6d., yellow.green, used an
unused ; 4d. on 1s., used; 188 6d,, lavender, used;
ss. on white and toned paper. Another feature in this
exhibit was the llent ar and ing. which
added iderably to the att of the i

Among the chief

ik

TransvaarL (W. A, Abraham). 2nd Medal

An interesting lot, the chief features being: 1869 1s.,
deep green, imperf. ; 18706d., dull ultramarine, fine rotlette
154 to 16; 1877 3d., deep lilac, imperf. (black surcharge);
October, 1877, 1d., red on orange, wide roulette 6§; 1878
complete unused. A nicelot of the surcharges and errors.
All the recent_issues being shown complete used and in
blocks of four in mint condition.

St. Lucia (W, A, Abraham). Highly Commended

An exhibit that deserved attention. It included several
special things, and was fairly complete. The 1860 and
1863 issues complete ; 1882-¢4 inciuded 1s., orange, used.
The fiscal postals were well represented, and included the
1d., black, and 1d., rose, surcharged ‘‘ Revenue,” used
postally.

Tosaco (W. A. Abrabam). Highly Commended

A pretty lot, practically complete, including unsevered
pair of the 1d. surcharged in pen and ink on half of &d.,
orange, on original piece; Cr. CA 6d., stone; and a fine
lot of provisionals with an unsevered pair of the 3d. on
6d., orange, showing both types.

MauriTIus (T. A. Pope)

A valuable and very commendable exhibit, but suffered
by the strong competition. The gems being Post Paids,
1d,, brown, and 2d. (rENOE), blue, first impression, 1d.,
vermilion, later impression, all in fine condition. From
1860 the collection was almost complete, the specimens
being in fine condition.

Parat. StaTes (Rev. Canon Josa)
An interesting lot of these stamps, but without varieties.

ST. VINCENT (W. A. Abraham)

Another fine lot of this country, with many good things.
To be noted are the following : 1871 6d., blue-green, un-
used ; 1874 1s., comp. perf.; 1872 6d,, blue.green, unused ;

d. on half of 6d., yellow-green, right and left unsevered
alves being shown used and unused ; 1d. on 6d., yellow-
green, unused ; 23d. on 4d., lake-brown ; also mint blocks
and some sheets of recent issues.
Doszinica (W. A, Abraham)

A representative collection, containing the 1822 id. in
black on half 1d., used and unused ; s883 3d. on 1d., right
and left haives, used and unused. Posta?l-'iscals. 1s., lilac-
rose, used. All recent issues were exhibited in blocks of
four in mint state.

CasHMERE (Robert Mills)

This lot included a few scarce varieties, the stamps
shown being in condition.

Frexcu Coronigs (Dr. E. D. Rowland)

Used speci of modern only.

Hawanax Istanos (J. I. Whitebead)

Though wanting in the first issues, this collection made
a pretty show. Among the special things may be men.
tioned the followinﬁ: 1853 5 c., blue, thin white paper;
1862 2 c., rose-red, horizontally Jaid paper ; 1883-5 a5 c.,
50 C., and 81, unused ; Provl. Govt. 12 ., red-lilac, in black.
unused.

OraNGE River Corony (W. A. Abrabam)

The early issues were well represented, and there was a
fair show of the provisional surchasges V.R.L's were
shown complete used, and in blocks of four unused, as
were the King's Heads.

Jamarca (W, A. Abraham)

Only used specimens were shown, also Postal Fiscals.
This exlijbithwas hardly up to the standard of the other

hibi this gent)

The other exhibits in this section were Barbados,
Trinidad, and Prince Edward Island (W. Matthews, 1.1.).
Persia (Canon Josa). Swazieland, Falkland Island
Niger Coast, St. Christopher (W. A. Abraham); these
included blocks of four of all recent issues in mint state.

SECTION I1I. 25 RARE AND SPECIAL STAMPS
E. A. V. AsrAHAM. Medal.

This exhibit included tbe following: Barbados §d. on
half of ss.; Bergedorf 1} sch., used; British Levant 40
paras, purple on blue, double surcharge; Denmark 1864
163k., imperf. ; Great Britain rod., O.W. Official (Queen’s
Head); }g:ligoland 1867 4 sch., tsed ;: Danish West Indies
1902 2 ¢., error of colour; Spain 186s 12 cu., inverted frame ;
South Australia 1874 1s., brown comg. perf., *0.8." double,
one inverted; Switzerland—Zurich 4 rappen; Tuscany
2 soldi; Argentine 1864 15 ¢., blue, wmk. A R, imperf. ;
Nevis 1d., perf. "3; French Levant 1 piastre; Beyrouth
on 1go3 15 C. unused.
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Hon. RoserT Durp

llilrhish Africa is a good group, all the countries being
wel d

. An 1) lot of ps, which claimed a grea
amount of attention than any other exhibit in this section.

This exhibit consisted entirely of West Indian in fine
condition, including Barbados 4d. on ss., three varieties of
type. British Guiana 1853 bruwn-red ; 1860 1 c., brown,
perf. 12, thin paper; 186a 1 c., black on rose, Type I, used ;
1852 1 c., black on magenta, pair on original; 1876 g6 c.,
drab, unused; 4 c., blue, perf. 12§; 18889 &1, and
unused ; Officials, :€60 VII1 c., rose,also 2 ¢. and 4 ¢. of 1876,
all unused; Nevis 1867 1s., yellow-green, and variety on
laid paper, 6d., green, Cr. CA. 'Tobago Cr. CCod.,
stone, Virgin Islands 1867 1s., rose.carmine on white, and
toned paper, also with double.lined frame.

Hoxn. RoserT DUFF

. Second exhibit contained the rare British Guiana Jubilee
issue 2 c. on 15 c., double surcharge, on original envelope ;
2¢.on 10 c., and 2 ¢, on x5 ¢, inverted surcharge ; with
the exception of two specimens of the 2z ¢, on 15 c. inverted,
these were the only other specimens of these errors shown
in the Exbibition.

Nevis 4d., dull rose, perf. 13} 6d., grey-lilac, perf. 13.
St. Lucia 1882—4 1., orange ; 1883-6 1s,, red-brown, Die 1,
unused. St, Christopher 1882-go €d., olive.brown, used.
Montserrat 4d., blue, Cr. C A, %ﬁllal 1857 3d., rose.
Rev. Caxox Josa

This exhibit included : Transvaal 4 April, 1870, 6d., fine
roulette 158 to 16; 1876 3d., lilac, fine roulette 153 to 16;
1877 1d., red, imperf., wide space overprint.

Tobago, ss., Cr. CC.

. Mauriiius Post Paids, 1d., red, ad., blue, intermediate
1mpressions,

Newfoundland, 1857 issue, 4d., vermilion ; 6d., vermilion.

New Brunswick, 1851, €d., yellow,

Nevis, 1d., red; perf. 114,

Bangkok, Cr. CC, 2¢., brown,

British North Borneo, 1886-7, #2.

Hon. B. HoweLL Jongs.

A pretty lot in excellent condition,

Newfoundland, 1857, 4d. and 6d. .

Cape of Good Hope, 1s., deep green; :d., brick-red;
and 1d., scarlet, woodblocks.

Natal, xssg, 1d., buff.

New South Wales, Sydney Views, 1850, Plate 11, 1d.,
red; 18s:, Plate 111, 2d., grey-blue, first retouch,

West Australia, 1854, 4d., slate-blue; and 1875, 64.,
grey-black,

WHuiTEHEAD, J. T,

The following are the chief features :—

Tuscany, 60 crazie, used.

Great Britain, 2s., brown, used.

Cyprus, 1881, Cr. CC, 6 pias., olive-grey, unused.

British Guiana, 1852, 1 ., black on magenta, pair, and
4 c., black and blue; 1853, 1 c., vermilion; 1860, 1 c.,
brown ; 1863, 1 c., black and rose; 1876, Cr. CC, ¢6 c.,
olive-bistre ; 1888-g, $1, green,

Nevis, 1867, 1s., blue.green, on white paper, unused;
and 1883-¢o, Cr. CC, 6d., green, unused.

St. Lucia, 1863, 1d., lake, used; f. 12}.

Virgin Islands, ¢d. on 1s., unuserr

Also several high values of the U.S. Newspaper stamps,
unused. ~

Class 11
GENERAIL COLLECTIONS
E. A. V, ApraHaM, 15t Medal

A wonderful display, far ahead of any other exhibit in
this section, This collection is mounted ia thirty-five
books, each group of countries forming one or more books.
The stamps number over 26,000. Mr. Abraham claims
that there will be no need to get additionai books for the
next thirty years, The stamps are arranged in such a
manner that new shades may be placed in the collection
without disturbing the order of each issue.

The chief features of this collection are :—

Great Britain, a fine show, the plate-marked variety
being strong and full.

Afghanistan shows a number of original envelopes.

Indian States are strong ; a unique envelope from Cabul
with a woodcut impression is shown ; also a fine specimen
of the 1d., blue. lonian Islands, on original envelope.

The Australian Colonies are very strong, including
several varieties not catalogued and classified. Thereis a
pair of 1876 as, Q.S., one of the pair bearing no im-
pression of the stamp, although superimposed O.g.

P!

Spain has several good things; and Italy contains some
bi: d ps of Sardinia on original lope:

Turkey, a remarkably well got together collection;
several unchronicled specimens are shown.

United States, a fine show of all issues, with numerous
varicties of shades. The Newspaper stamps of 1879 are
complete.

West Indies include many rarities. Deserving of special
mention in this group are Dominica, Jamaica, and Virgin
Islands.

Cape of Good Hope is another strong collection through.
out.

Orange River Colony is a very interesting exhibit, con-
taining many rare things.

Mr. Abraham’s general collection is without question the
largest ever formed and exhibited in the colony, and dis.
plays a wonderful power for collecting for which the owner
deserves credit.

L. V. VaugHAN

This collection, mounted in Gibbons' ¢ Imperial Album,"
was without doubt the finest mounted general collection in
tbe Exhibition, a special feature being the perfect con-
dition of the stamps, and Mr. Vaughan deserves great
credit for having got together such a remarkably fine and
valuable collection. 1t was unfortunate that the collection
arrived after the judging had been finished, and thus failed
to secure a medal, which it richly merited.

The most noticeable things in this collection were
British Guiapa, 1850, 12 c., biue (damaged); 18s2, xc,,
magenta, and 4 c., deep blue, in fine state; 1853, fine post.
marked specimens; 1856, 4 ¢., magenta; 1860, 1 C., rose,
used and unused ; 1 c., brown.red ; and a variety of shades
of ali perforations ; 1862, 1¢., rose, Type 1; 1878-81, com.
plete set of provisionals, used and unused, including the
very rare 2 €. on 1ac. Official of 1876 with double sur.
charges; also the 1 c. and 2 c. Baldwin issue, without
‘‘Specimen.” All other subsequent issues were shown very
nearly complete, both used and unused.

The West Indian Islands are a fairly strong lot, and in-
clude many rare stamps. The most complete countries
are British Somaliland, Seychelles, and Gambia.

The whole collection is quite up to date in all King's

s,
A. B. AnpERSON

A collection mounted in Gibbons’ *‘ Imperial Album,”
Spanish countries being the best-represented group.

Other entrées in this class were—James F. Green, G. A.
H. Goring, and 1. A. Pope.

Class 11 (Juniors)
General Collections in any form of Album
M. McTurx

Prize, Postage Album

A fair collection, a few rare ps, stich as
British Guiana 1860 8 c. Official and 18§7 c. Official,
both unused ; also a good collection of attndos. The
mounting reflected credit, and was ahead of the other
competitors, .

The other exbibitors in this section were M. H. Irving,
B. Irving, B. Sykes, and J. A. Sykes. ‘The exhibit of the
last d was specially d on sheets, United
States being perhaps the best country shown. The ex-
hibits in this section were disappointing.

Class 1V
Objects of interest connected with Philately
RovAL AGRICULTURAL AND COMMERCIAL SOCIETY

m PP w S, Wrapp and
envelopes of the world.
T. A. Pore

A set of Sedang stamps. A ;;hotograph of the Mauritius
Post Office 3d. stamp. The ** Duvivier ' bought by W. H.
Peckitt from Mme, Duvivier.

Rev. Canon Josa

A photograph of the famous pair of British Guiana cir-
cular 2 c., rose, of 18s1.

An Exhibit of Forged Stamps
W.C. H. Da SiLva .

A dealer's exhibit, including a large variety of cheap
stamps done specially with the object of encouraging
beginners.

From the British Guiana Philatelic Journal. .
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Forgeries and Reprints

How to Detect Them
By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE

BRITISH COLUMBIA—continued
Issue of 1867-69. 2,5, 10,25,50c.,$1.
There are two different perforations, 14 and
124, It is said that the
10 c. and 1 dollar, perf.
14, were prepared, but
never issued for use. A
copy of the latter value,
perf. 14, which I received
from a friend living in the
colony, passed into the
possession of Mr. Phil-
brick. My friend got it
at the post office, so [ suppose they must
have been obtainable. I have never seen a
copy of the 2 c. perf. 124, but all the others
exist with this perforation.

Genuine.—These stamps are of exactly the
same type as the genuine Threepence described
above.  Probably from motives of economy,
when the change of currency from £ s. d. to
dollars and cents was effected, and new stamps
were required, the die of the 3d. was utilised for
the six new values, by merely surcharging with
the said new values, and printing the stamps in
different colours, It will be remembered, then,
that ail these new values, though in different
colours, are from the die of the 3d., blue, and
therefore need no description. The colours and
surcharges are:—2 c., brown and black; 5 ¢.,
red and black; 10 c., lake and blue; 23 c.,
yellow and violet; 5o c., violet and red; $1,
green and green. The surcharge on the 2 c. is
TWO CENTS, the rest have CENTS, with a numeral
and stop each side, as, for instance, §.CENTS. .

First Forgery.—This is the first forgery of
the 3d., but has the blot under the s of BRITISH,
and the dot above the first limb of the u of
cor.uMBIA. I have the FIVE CENTS (sic), in
orange and black: the TEN CENTS (sic), in ver-
milion and dark blue; the TWENTY-¥IVE CENTS
(sic), in sulphur-yellow and black ; and the ONE
DOLLAR (sfc), in green and black.

Second Forgery.—Like the second forgery of
the 3d. ; poorly lithographed ; unperforated, or
pin-perf. 13; no watermark. I have only the
FIFTY CENTS (séc), in violet and vermilion.

Third Forgery.—The same as the third
forgery of the 3d. I have only the 50. CENTS. 50,
in violet and carmine, and the I DOLLAR 1, in
green and &/ue.  In the 50 c. the word FALSCH is
printed at the tap, in tiny block letters, the
colour of the surcharre ; and in the $1, the word
FALSCH ! with a notz2 of cxclamation, is printed
at the top in capitals, the colour of the surcharge.
These two therefore are evidently German pro-
ductions, but I do not know where they were
made.

Fourth Forgery,—Of this I have the 10
CENTS (séc) in rose and black, and the 1 DOLLAR
(séc) in dark yellow-green and wivlet, At a
distance these forgeries look very well, and the
10 c. is almost like a typograph. Lithographed,
on somewhat surfaced, white wove paper, no
watermark, perf. 14 (the 10 c.) and perf. 11 (the
1 dollar), Many of the tests described for the
other forgeries are covered by the postmarks in
my copies, but the following will be found amply
sufficient. The cross-bar of the A of POSTAGE is
an unconnected, circular dot, as is also the central
tongue of the E of that word, and the G has a
thick, square lump for a tail. The instant and
easiest test is the shape of the asterisks each side
of the value, in the oval label. Each of them is
a St. Andrew’s cross, with dots between the arms
(-%.). The top of the T of THREE is not joined
to the stem ; and the cross-bar to the H of that
word is an unconnected dot.

POSTMARKS

Genuine.—As before.

First Forgery.—s5, centre blank; 10, 54,
centre blank.

Second Forgery.—1, also an oblong, with
rounded ends, also 10,

Third Forgery. — Shapeless blotches, but
generally uncancelled.

Fourth Forgery.—s4, with blank centre;
also 100,

BRITISH EAST AFRICA
Issue of 1891. 1 Anna. Surcharged on 4
Annas, brown
This was done-at Mombasa, the surcharge
being in manuscript, and initialled “A. B.”
Mr. Wilson, of Birmingham, says that he
has had several of these provisionals with
authentic surcharge, the stamps, however,
having been used fiscally, and the fiscal can-
cellation cleaned off, and neatly obliterated
by the proper postmark, “Mombasa, 1891.”
I have not seen this fake myself, butthought
I ought to mention it.

(To be continued.)

STANLEY GIBBONS
PRICED CATALOGUE OF
THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD

Vol. 1.  Great Britain and Colonies.
Post-free, 2s. gd.
Vol. II. The Rest of the World.

Post-free, 2s. od.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39t Strand, Loadon, W.C.



6o GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

NDew Issucs
By W. P, B.

Correspondents should notice that ail matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips,

30t Strand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful if readers would help him by furnish

bt

the earliest p

information concerning issues of stamps new or projected. News from the colonics in particular will be much

appreciated. When possible, a speci should
mentioned address.

Abyssinia.—If reports be true, it would seem
that another section is needed in the Catalogue
for ¢‘Stamps surcharged for use in French Con-
sular Offices abroad” (this description surely needs
a little revision—stamps are not all swrcharged),
viz, for Abyssinia. According to the Supplement
the 25 (c.), blue, ““Mouchon” type, of the Levant
series, which is only issued in Turkish Offices bear-
ing a surcharge “‘1 piastre 17, is used without
surcharge for French offices in Abyssinia. In ad-
dition to this, the Journal des Philatilistes is now
informed that the 50 c., *‘Olivier Merson™ type,
which for Turkish use is surcharged ‘‘2 piastres”,
is likewise doing duty unsurcharged for Abyssinia.
Our knowledge of Abyssinia’s postal system -is
delightfuily vague, but we had not heard till now
that foreign post offices prevailed in the region.
We know of French missions there—indeed we
remember having been told that the stamps over-
printed in French currency were for their use—
and we know our publishers look to Paris for their
supply of Abyssinian stamps and provisionals, so
why not French Post Offices?

French Levant Stamp. Without surcharge.
. Unused. Used.
s d s d
50 (c.), brown and lavender . —_ —_

Guatemala, — Le Collectionneur de Timbres-
Poste (July) states that this republic is preparing
a set of five stamps to commemorate the com-
pletion of the Inter-Oceanic Railway of Guate-
mala, and that these treasures may be expected
towards the end of the year.

India.—We copy from the M.{. (June) the
following paragraphs concerning Indian stamps
overprime(r for use in Native States :—

Jhind.—Colonel Hancock draws our atten-
tion to the fact that the 4 a. and 8 a., Queen’s
Head, Official stamps exist with the word JRIND
measuring 104 mm., instead of 10 mm., as well
as the § a. and 2 a., which we catalogue as Nos,
5t5a and 5166 (should be 5156). According to
Mr, Stewart-Wilson’s book, this variety only
exists in the s/ack overprint, the four values show-
ing it should therefore come after No, 527. The
same variety exists on the 4 a., I a., 33,4 2.,
8 a., and 1 rupee, of the ordinary series, and a
similar variety with JHIND measuring 9§ mm.

y the information, and should be sent to the above-

exists on the same seven ordinary and four Official
stamps, and is equally worthy of notice.

Puttialla —We are shown some strips of the
current 4 a. Official stamps, containing specimens
with the word SERVICE irregularly spaced ; in one
of these, a stamp from the left-hand end of a
row, there is a wide space between the first two
letters ; in another, which is from the right-hand
end of a row, the space is between the letters
“rR”and “v.” The word in each case measures
nearly 114 mm., instead of the usual 10}.

New South Wales.—7%e Australian Phila-
telist (1.6.07) reports that the 9d. Common-
wealth type exists with Crown A wmk. and per/.
11. At present we have only seen it perf. 12} or
perf. 128 x 11,

Commonwealth type and wmk, Pes/. 11.
Unused. Used.
s. d s d.
od., brown and blue . P -

Nicaragua.—It will be a relief to writer and
reader alike when *‘ Finis” can be added to the
chapters on provisionals of this very active
republic. When not fighting. or dodging natural
voleanic disturbances, stamp-issuing is a favourite

stime of the authorities. It has been our fate
ately to examine a few more of the precious
provisionals made by overprinting stamps of

yq_e 36 with the word ** Vale,” and a new value
as Type 38, which still preserves a characteristic
of the country in having the sign for *‘cents”
the wrong way up. The surcharge is to be found
‘“reading up”’ or *‘reading down” on some
values, and in the case of the 10 c. on § ¢.,
purple, the two varieties are present on the same
sheet, since we have seen used copies se zenant.

The Supplement only lists the 10 c. with sur-
charge ‘‘reading up,” but we have now seen the
50 ¢. on 6 c., slate, with surcharge in red
similarly treated, as well as having surcharge
‘‘reading down.” All the stamps examined
were in blocks of twenty-five with surcharge
reading same way, so we cannot say if the two
varieties exist on the same sheet in this case.
In the same parcel were stamps as described,
additionally overprinted caBo (Type Z8), in
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black, thus necessitating still more additions to
the list. There probably has been more than
one setting of these provisionals, for on the 10c.
just received the variety with “¢” the right way
up has been corrected, and the positions of the
narrow tall *¢0” in figures of value are not
constant. Dealing with the surcharge ““‘reading
down ”—on the 20 c., the tall * 0" is to be found
on Nos. §, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, and 2§ in a setting
of twenty-five, that on No. 20 being of a
slightly different and thicker type. On the 10 c.
it is to be found on Nos. 2, 4, 7, 10, 19, 24, and
23, of which the thicker type is No. 4. The
50 c¢. is almost identical with the 10 ¢,
No. 4 being replaced by No. 18, whilst the
thicker type is No. 24. Of course with sur-
charge *‘ reading up ™ the numbers are different,
No. 1 becoming 25, No. 2, 24, and so on.

It is to be hoped that the new supply of
stamps printed by Waterlow and Sons, and of
which the 4 c., 10 ¢c., 15 ¢., 20 c., and 50 c.
have appeared, will obviate the necessity for
further overprinting. It is charitable to suppose,
now that these values are the first to appear, that
there was a scarcity of stamps of the same values
of the American printing.

Vale 10D

Type 36, Swrcharged in red. Reading up. Two
types of Yo, (a) thick, (b) marrow.
Unused. Used.

s. d s 4
%0 €. on & ¢., slate (@) (R) (becontes 303a) 2 6 —_
soc.onée. 4, (B(R)IC , 3038 5 o —

As last overgrinted. CABO, Type Z 8, 7n black.
Unused. Used.
s d.os, d.
s0c. on 6 ¢., slate (a) (R) (becomes 495¢) 4 O —_
soc.on6c. ,, (BY(RI( o, 495¢) . 6 o -

Papua.—Our publishers have received a supply
of the British New Guinea stamps overprinted
*“ Papua,” mentioned in our issue of 11 May last,
and it comprises all the values from 4d. to 2s. 6d.
We give an illustration of the overprint, but
beyond this there is nothing of interest to record.

Ewen’s Weekly (13.7.07) is in doubt whether
it may get a further supply or not, and if so it
may be different from the first consignment. We
quote as follows :—

There is however one important point we may mention,
and that is that no more British New Guinea stamps are
likely to be printed in England. Under the laws of the
Commonwealth, all stamp printing is to be done in Aus-
tralia (as witness the case of Tasmania, which now sends
to Melbourne instead of London). Therefore when the
existing supply is all surcharged, cither stamps of a new
design must be prepared, or if the old plates are used the
printing will be done at Melbourne or Sydney, causini a
variation in paper, perforation, etc. The question is, has
all the existing supply of stamps been surcharged? The
first supply sent to Papua seems to be exhausted, but did
it comprise all the stamps sent from Papua to be over-
printed ?

Our publishers did not receive the complete
quantity ordered of the 4d. value, and though

the fpostmaster promises ‘‘that the balance will
be forwarded you later, the full quantity not
being available at present,” perhaps it would be
as well if collectors who take this country availed
themselves of the present opportunity.

Papua.

Stamps of British New Guinea overprinted * Papua.”
Unused. Used.

s. d s d.
4d., black and yellow-green .01 —
id. . lake . . 0 2 _
ad. ” violet . . 0 3 —_
ajd. ” ultramarine . 0 4 -
4d. . sepia . . . 0o b -
6d. »” myrtle-green .o 8 -
18, ”» orange. . . =— —_
2s.6d. ,, brown (1g05) . - —

Queensland. —We show side by side illus-
trations of Type 21 of the Catalogue and the
redrawn 2d. lately issued. The note in the
Supplement gives a very good description of
the differences, viz.—

The head has been redrawn, the top of the crown being
made higher, so that it touches the frame, as do also the

back of the chignon and the point of the bust. The figures
in the corners appear to have been redrawn also.

Accordingto Messrs. Brightand Son, the remain-
ing combination of varieties of that much-
catalogued stamp, the 1d. of 18g9 (which, by the
way, should be described as Type 21 and not
Type 20), has been found by them. The Cata-
logue lists varieties (a) to (e) 3 this, which will be
(/), has zigzag roulettes plain at left, zigzag rou-
lette in 6/ack at right and bottom, and is pezf. 13
at top.

T . Contpound of (a), (8), and L 13,
ype 21, (/) Compon ( ).Unu::" ﬂ{'f“g'
£ .

s

1d., vermilion . . .

Réunion.—We illustrate the extremely ugly
and poorly manufactured stamps that have re-
cently been issued for this colony. The 1 c. to
10 ¢. show & map of the island, 20¢. to 75¢. a
view of St. Denis and Arms of the colony, and
the franc values a view of a ship with moun-
tains in the distance, We also give a revised list,
in which the first colour is that of the picture in
each case.
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Pictorial, Perf 14X13h.
/1 Unused. Used.
s.

d.
13}

1 c., carmine and lilac
2 C., ultramarine and brown
4 c., red and grey-brown .
sc, " yreen
10 €., green and carmine
20 C., blue-green and olive .
25 c., purple-brown and blue
30 c., green and brown .
35 ¢., blue and black-Lrown
45 ¢, carmine and violet .
$0 ¢., tltramarine and red.brown
75 ¢., carmine and brick-red .
1 fr., deep blue and black-brown
2 fr,, green and brick-red . .
s fr., purple.brown and carmine

Postage Due Stamps. Perf.
§ C., carmine on yellotw
10 ¢, blue on diuc .
15 C., black on grey .
20 c., carmine on foned
30 C., green on greenisk
50 c., red on yellowgreen .
60 c., carmine on dlue .
1 fr., violeton toned . . .

NERERERERER N

X14

et

Roumania. —We give illustrations of the rub-
bish issued to commemorate the Exhibition at
Bucharest and which are fully listed in the Sup-
plement.

Three of the stamps, viz. the 15, 30 and 50
bani, are of unusual execution, the frames being
made from a plate in the usual way, but the
centres being printed from *‘ half-tone” blocks,
having a screen of about 133 lines to the square
inch. It is a cheap and nasty way of producing
stamps, but it well accords with the rubbishy
nature of the issue. Not only is the soul of the
cataloguer vexed, but his pocket suffers, inasmuch
as illustrations of these eccentricities cost double
as much as those of stamps produced by ordinary
methods.

In addition to the ordinary stamps, the whole
set exists overprinted ‘*S.E.” in black. There
are two sizes of the letters, and the spacing and
Yosition vary according to the shape of the labels.

n some cases the letters may be casily over-
looked, and in any case philatelists can safely
ignore the entire issue. Presumably “*S.E.” 15
some official overprint—** Servicia Expositia” (?)—
(this is the best we can do impromptu for Rou-
manian), or some such excuse to filch a few more
lei from the unwary.

Spain.—According to Le Collectionneur de
Timbres-Poste (7-07), the cost of a letter for inland
delivery is 15 c., and in addition to this a fee of
§ c. is exacted from the recipient by the postman.
It is announced that the Spanish Government
intend to reduce the rate of postage to 10c. and
to abolish the delivery fee.

Spanish Guinea.—Readers of the A7/, will
perhaps remember a reference by Major Evans in
October last to some stamps of Elobey overprinted
ostensibly for use in Spanish Guinea, and the
suggestion that the overprint might be an un-
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dated postmark. We give an illustration of the
overprint and of the type of Elobey stamps
(which are dated 1905) thus disfigured. We have
seen the 5c. and 10c., and are told that the
15¢. to §p. of the same issue exist in similar
state. We still can throw no light upon the
origin or meaning of the issue, for the editorial
atlas and gazetteer gives no place as Assoblo, nor
can an eminent philologist whom we have consulted
assign any meaning to such a word in the Spanish
language. As a general rule Spanish words of
this form have but one *‘s.” If this is a genuine
provisional the long-suffering collector is to be
pitied, for the stamps issued by the Spanish au-
thorities for these insignificant colonies are out of
alt proportion to their importance. Perhaps it is
because the whole of the Spanish Colonies bring
in but a paltry revenue of 140,000 pesetas, leaving
the mother country over 2,000,000 pesetas to
provide for the cost of administration, that it is
sought to make philatelists pay more in future and
so help matters along. It says something for
moderation, however, that up to the present there
has been no issue for the Canary Islands (aéssz
omen). These are by far the most important of the
present Spanish possessions, and have a popula-
tion in themselves more than the rest put together.
The matter of a design should present no difh-
culty, in fact, it is obvious, and Guatemala would
have to look to its plumage. At present, and we
trust permanently, these islands are treated politi-
cally as a part of the mainland. Until the dis-
covery of America, Ferro, one of the group, was
the most westerly land known, and the *‘meri-
dian Ferro” was long accepted as the initial
meridian and the dividing line between the
Eastern and Western Hemispheres.

Stamps of Elobey, 1905 issue, overprinted.
Unused. Used.
s. d. s d.

5 €., myrtle.green .
10 ¢., blue.green .
15 ¢., mauve .
25 C., rose.lake .
so¢., dull orange .
75 C., deep blue .

1 p., chocolate .

2 p., sepia . .
3 p., orange.red .
4 P», purple-biown
5 p., slate-green .

Tasmania.— Ewen’s Weekly (13.7.07) reports
the *‘1s., rose, wmk. V and Crown, perf. 11.”
We presume this is meant for the rose and green.
We await confirmation before formally adding it
to the lists,

Trinidad.—There are some values to add to
the list of Postage Due stamps of this colony, on
paper with multiple wmk., viz. 4d., 5d., 8d., and
1s. This only leaves the 4d. to appear, and the
list now stands as follows :—

Postage Due Stamp.  Multiple wk.

) Unused. Used.

s, d s 4.
1d., blue-black’ . . . . - -
ad. ., . . . . - —
ad. » . . . . - -
ad M, e o . — —
sd, #AO¥ ,, . . . — _
ad. ” A . — —
18, »o ke .o — -

Tunis.—We give an illustration of the design
of the Parcel Post labels, chronicled some time
back, and listed in the Supplement, and below
give an amended description of the colours. The
30 c. listed in the Supplement should be deleted.
We are told it does not exist.

Perf. 134 X 14.

Centre in first colour,
s ¢., brown-pink and green .
10 €., dull pink and vermilion
30 C., vermilion and deep brown
28 ., brown and deep blue .
40C., vose and grey . .
$0 C., litac and purple-brown
75 €., blue and brown . .
t fr., rose-red and lake-brown .
2 fr., pale blue and carmine .
s fr.,[brown.pink and purple .

Unused. Used.
s.d. s d.

Frrerrenrd
bt

N.B.—The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from
Staniey Qibbons, Ltd., 301 Strand, London, W.C.
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Pbhilatelic Socicties

Junior Philatelic Society

Brighton Branch

President : F. J. Melville.

Hon. Ssc. and Treas.: J. Corner-8pokes, 22 Denmark Terrace,

Brighton.

THE members of the Brighton branch of the
Junior Philatelic Society were on Saturday,
13 July, 1907, the guests of Mr. Herbert Clark,
at Malta House, Angmering. Unfortunately,
owing to previous engagements and the holiday
season, several of the members were unable to
respond to the invitation; but those who were
able to were favoured with delightful weather
and an enjoyable and instructive afternoon,
Amongst those present were Mr, Fred. J. Melville
(the President of the J.P.S., London, and of all
its branches), Mr. J. Corner-Spokes(Local Secre-
tary), Mr. and Mrs. J. Markwick, Miss Dunkley,
Miss Davenport, Miss Cooke, and Mr. Clark,

Sen.
Malta House has a fine, old-fashioned garden,

Editorial Notes

Editorial Communications.—All communications
intended for the Editor should be addressed to
Edward ]J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park,
Tunbridge Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has
no time for direct correspondence. All letters re-
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head
of ¢ Answers to Correspondents.”

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to
the publishers as set out on the front page of
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but
never to the Editor.

in addition to which there are extensive vineries,
and the visitors were conducted over these Ly
Mr. Clark, sen., the magnificent show of grapes
being much admired. After a game of croquet
and tea on the lawn, Mr, Herbert Clark invited
the visitors into his library, which is indeed a
{Jaradise to the philatelist, his fine collections of
both stamps and literature proving an interesting

| exhibition, and Mr, Clark showing his ever-

readiness to give his helpful opinions and advice
to the young philatelist.

Telegrams were sent to the parent Society and
to the Manchester branch. A cordial vote of
thanks was accorded to Mr. Clark in a neat
little speech by Mr. Fred. J. Melville, and this
was seconded by Mr. Markwick. Mr. Clark, in
responding, said he hoped on some future occa-
sion to again invite the Society, and this we
know will meet with a hearty response from the
members,

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are
now prepared to supply special covers for binding
the numbers of Vol. IV of Gibbons Stamp Weekly
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at 1s. 6d.,
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. I. January to June, 1908,
including the rare early numbers. 400 pages.
10s. 9d., post-free. Vol. II.  July to December,
1905. 444 pages, price 4s. od., post-free. Vol. I1I,
January to June, 1906. 420 pages, price 45. gd.,
post-free,

Gibbons Stamp Weekly

Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL :

A popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the
general collector, and more especially for
beginners and ydung collectors.

WEEKLY CONTENTS.
The Countries of the World.
By Ed. J. Nankivell.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.
New Issues, Written up to date and fully illus-
trated.
Miscellaneous Jtems of News and Facts,
Gossip of the Hour. By Cornelius Wrinkle,
Philatelic Societies’ Reports.
The Stamp Market. By an Odd Lot. A chat
on Prices.
Special Foreign and Col

ial Corr d

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or
12 months at the following rates, post-free :—

Gt. Brjitain U.SaA ll-‘riance,
an an tal o rTmany.
Colonies. [Canada. szl'l'l.' Ge 4
3 months | 1s. 8d. 40c¢. | fe. 2.00 | m. 1.70
6 3. 3d. | 8oc. | fc. 4.00 | m. 3.25
12, 6s. 6d. | $1.60 | fc. 8.00 | m. 6.50
In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our

readers to order G. S. W. from their nearest
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway

| o

Answers to Corr d

P

Philatelic Diary of Coming Events.

Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper
will be delivered flat, instead of folded as it would
be if posted. .

Printed by W. Branpon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Propri
27 July, 1907.
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Gossip of the Mour

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

Banganapalli State Arrived

HE July number of the Philatelic

Journal of India explains that

Banganapalli State is situated in the
Kurnool district in the Madras Presidency,
that it has an area of 273 square miles, and
a population of 32,279, according to the
census of 190f. On referring to the official
Gazetteer of India, 1 find that the population
in 1876 was 35,208,

However, Banganapalli has arrived phil-
atelically—in the fiscal line. Its series of
fiscals range from one anna to fifty rupees.
If the postage stamps, which are certain to
follow, are given an equally fine range of
issues, Banganapalli will necessitate some
economy in other directions.

Afghanistan Redivivus

THE P././. is informed that two new Kabul
stamps have been issued Ly the present
Amir of the value of one and two abasis.
So we may presume that there is something
in the reported reissue of stamps by Afghan-
istan, Meanwhile, the select coterie of
courageous souls who specialize in Afghans
will note with pleasure that Sir D, P. Masson
and Mr. B. Gordon Jones have commenced
in the Philatelic Journal of India a series of
Notes for the Philatelic Society of India’s
proposed Handbook.

Postmaster.-General Buxton as a Humorist
THE Postmaster-General has been making
a few humorous comments on recent events.
On page 34 ! told the story of the baby
sent by post. The Postmaster-General now
comments on the fact that people have
taken to sending babies by post, and says:
“If it becomes a common thing it may be
serious, for if things are not properly
addressed and delivered, they go over to
the Postmaster-General, and 1 protest
against my room becoming a sort of found-
ling hospital.”

Then he reminds us that the Postmaster-

General of Rhodesia says in his report that
owing to lightning, veldt fires, raids by
elephants, and the theft of wire by natives
for the purposeof making bangles, telegraphic
interruptions during the year were more
frequent than for many years past.

The Wily Turk

THE wily Turk is working up our excitement
over that seventeen millions of early issues
that he very, very recently discovered in an
old coal-cellar of his, and which had lain
there, quite nnbeknown to Mrs. Harris or
anybody else, till now, when they will come
in so handy for building a new railway.
Innocent paragraphs are being sent the
round of the Press evidently designed to
tickle innocent stamp dealers into cabling
inquiries. 'Twas only the other day | missed
the Pangandarum from his accustomed post,
and I made sure that he had motored off to
Constantinople to look into that coal-cellar.
However, I subsequently found he had only
been to St. Petersburg after the Breitfuss
Collection. But he had disappeared so mys-
teriously, don’tcherknow.

Cornelius in Trouble Again

I HEAR that poor old Cornelius is in trouble
again; in fact, he is to be hanged, drawn,
and c;uartered, for his comments on the
Royal’s Expert Fees. The execution is fixed
for the 19th of September next, when he gets
a day off. Cards to view the event may be
had on application to *our publishers.”

Royal Philatelic Society Elections

ANOTHER couple of months and we shall be
conning the programme for the next session
of the Royal Philatelic Society. Meanwhile,
I believe Mr. Tilleard, the Hon. Sec., is rather
inclined to call a special early meeting in the
recess to elect new members, should there be
enough candidates to justify the innovation.
One advantage of sending your name in now
for early election will be the fact that it will
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enable you to attend the opening meeting,
whereas if you wait till the session opens it
must be the second or third meeting before
you will be able to attend as a member.
Besides, by the new articles of association,
“the current year’s subscriptions of members
elected after the month of June in any year
shall be held to include the entrance fee.”

Postal Union Stamps

THE Britisit Guiana Philatelic Journe! an-
nounces that the Postmaster-General of
British Guiana, with the consent of the
Governor, has decided to hand over the
accumulation of stamps from the Inter-
national Bureau at Berne to be added to
the collection of stamps started some years
ago by the Post Office authorities and now
housed in the Royal Agricultural Society’s
Museum.

Let us pray that the good Fates may some
day move our authorities at Somerset House
tolike action. In the days of a former Comp-
troller of Stamps I had a peep into a drawer
filled with stamps from Berne, and I sug-
gested then that they should be added to the
Tapling Museum Collection. But the
Museum authorities think they have already
got enough.

That being so, and the London Society
having been elevated to the rank of a Royal
Society, why should not those stamps be
added to its official collection now in course
of formation? The presentation of the stamps
would be a gracious official act. I suspect

they are practically lumber at Somerset
House.

That Standard Catalogue Again

ONE of the most sensible replies to the
ludicrous circular of the Johannesburg
C. S. A. R. Society has emanated from the
British Guiana Society. It has passed the
following resolution by way of reply :—

We can join is any attempt to comPIele a catalogue of
our part of the world, hut it is and quite id

our province, to put the prices on stamps. We are, how-
ever, quite in sympathy with your views as to the need of a
more adequate catalogue than those existing.

Ah! Soam I in thorough sympathy with
the desire for a more adequate catalogue.
I should like to know the market price of
every stamp left unpriced ; but who is going
to bell the cat?

Labuans Overprinted *‘Straits Settlements™
MESSRS. WHITFIELD KING & Co. send
me the following copy of a letter they have
received from the Postmaster-General at
Singapore :—
No. 584.

Gznnmu. Post Orrice, SINGAPORE,
20 fune, 1907,
Gl\"ru-:\mr\,—th reference to the third pamgraph of
Kour letter, No. 134,689, of the 24th ultimo, I have the
onour to inform you that the number of Labuan stam
of each denommmon which were overprinted ** Straits

Settlements * is as follows :—
6,000 . . . 1 cent.
4,000 . . . . 2cent.
10,000 . . 3 cent.

28,800 . . 8 cent.
41,700 ' . 10 cent.
46,200 . . . ascent.
42,600 . . . . Kocent.
4g.803 . . . . $Bx
48,400 . 18 cent.
28,200 . 16 cent. l sur(élg‘:ied
25,700 . . 1acent.) *
I have the honour to be,

Genilemen,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) W. C. Girr,,
Ag. Postmaster-General,

Straits Settlements,
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co.,

Ipswich, England.
Current English Stamps

OUR current English stamps so far as the
3d. and 3d. seem to be getting paler and
paler. I bave just had F 7 of the rd and it
1s of a decidedly paler shade than F 6. The
1d. keeps a very even shade.

Stamps of Afghanistan
SIR D. P. MassoN and Mr. B. Gordon Jones
have commenced in the Phzlatelic Journal of
India for July a most interesting *series of
notes for the Philatelic Society of India’s pro-
posed handbook ” on the stamps of Afghan-
istan. Such excellent notes can scarcely fail to
awaken a strong interest in the quaint postal
issues of this peculiarly specialist country.
And now we shall really have a great
handbook of the stamps of Afghanistan.
The late Mr. Gilbert Harrison, who was our
onegreat specialist inthese stamps, left a mass
of material which he had been accumulating
for a handbook, and the Royal Society soon
after his death announced that they were
going to complete the work Mr. Harrison
had begun and publish the handbook.
Presumably Sir D. P. Masson will have
access to Mr. Harrison’s material, and his
handbook will have the blessing of the Royal
Society, for he is the acknowledged authority
on Afghanistan.

¢The Wiles of Philatelists”

AN Australian newspaper announces that
‘“the wilesof the philatelistsand the unscrupu-
lous have compelled the Postmaster-General
to pass new regulations indicting penalties
varying from £1to ,{;,o on persons interfering
with postage stamps.”

These new regulations, which came into
force on 29 June, prohibit “the application of
any substance to any postage stamp in any
manner so as to facilitate the removal of any
postmark which is or may be placed thereon
in any post office.”

Onewouldimaginefromthis Ripvan Winkle
regulationthat it hashithertobeen permissible
in Australia to clean and fraudulently re-use
the postage stamps of the States of the Com-
monwealth.

But ““ the wiles of the philatelists” is goodl
as an unmistakable indication of the crass
ignorance of the nincompoop who wrote the
newspaper paragraph.
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Stamp Designs:

A CGomparison of Ancient and Modern

By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

N looking through a collection,one cannot
help being struck with the almost be-
wildering diversity of size, shape, colour,

and design that exists in the world’s postage
stamps ; and so far as the designs are con-
cerned, it is interesting to compare those of
Philately’s early days with the ones now in
vogue.

“Comparisons,” a sage once remarked,
“are odious,” and this would indeed seem
1o be the case when one endeavours to enu-
merate the merits of old and modern stamps
with a view to deciding whether time has
had the effect of appreciably improving
stamp designs in general.

Taking into consideration the universality
of the postal system and its vastness as
compared with sixty years ago, can we say
that modern stamps collectively are an im-
provement on the earlier issues? The
question is one that cannot be answered
offhand, but by comparing some of the
designs of bygone days with those 10 which
we are now accustomed it may be possible
toarrive at a more or less definite conclusion
on this point.

It is of interest to note that, so long ago
as 1863, a writer referred to this matter in
the Stamp Collector's Magazine, at a time
when stamp collecting was in its infancy, in
the following words :—

Perhaps the most tangilile benefit likely to accrue from
the present timbromanie is an improvement in the design
of future stamps. Many countries have yet to issue this
kind of currency; for the names of Iceland, Gibraltar,
Lagos, Bolivia, Tobago, St Kitts, and some other states
and colonies, do not appear in our albums. Stamps are
certainly susceptible of much improvement; and it is to

be hoped that forthcoming varieues will be alike free from
the repulsive appearance of the Victorians and the in-

i R
TWO PENCE

distinctness of the old Natals. The points which should
be borne in mind in the preparation of new uesigns may
be s:ated as follows i~

1. Clearness and beauty of engraving.

2. Conveniest st.ape and size.

3. Distinctness «f different values.

Of course an appropriate emblem for the centre of the
stamp is the first consideration. While a crest, like the
Germanig eagles (Prussia, Ausiria, Lubeck, etc.), possesses
one considerable advantage over the sovereign's portrait,
viz, the non-necessity of change, the greater elegance of
the latter may overbalance this. We olject to the female

figures on the Swiss, Nevis, Cape. and Barbados stamps,
as being uni ing and ingless; and think the

3 CENTIMES

profile or coat.of-arms superior even to those designs
which do convey a meaning : as the rising sun of Monte-
video, the swan from Western Australia, and the ship from
British Guiana; though the remarkably apposiie motto,
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for a colony, which surrounds the latter (**We give, and
ask in turn ) is some recommendation to it. A clear, bold
escutcheon, like those on the earlier Spanish, is certainly
preferable to an indistinct jumble, which the old Nea-
politans are; or an encumbered one, which the first Nova

CHe;

Scotian issue presents. We likewise prefer a head which
fills up most oF!he room, and is large enough to be easily
seen, to a microscopic one.

The rectangular shape is vastly preferable to the tri-
angular one, for though the Cape stamps are curious in an

N
N - K :
e CAPLE OF CONDIIOPE .

album, they are awkward things to arrange on a letter.
Perhaps our own stamps may be taken as a mode! for size.
They are certainly better than such large ones as the six-
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penny and shilling New South Wales, of which a very few
will cover a letter; or the little Mecklenburgs, which are
liable to be overlooked.

We now come to the third and most praciically im.
portant ideration—distinctness from the other values.
Every instant of time being of importance to the Post
Office officials, it is necessary to lessen as much as possible
the difficulty of distinguishing the difie labels. With
this point in view, we presume, the stamps of most of the
German States have been made 10 correspond 1n colour ;
so that the stamps of Prussia, Lubeck, Oldenburg,
Saxony, Hanover, ‘I'burn and Taxis, and Austria, worth
nearest an knglish penny, are now red ; those worth two-
pence, blue; and those worth threepence, brown or yellow.
1t is in this point of view also that a bhold number. as a
central point is useful; and it has been adopted by
Brazil, Hamburg, etc. The variation of size according,

which we see in the Bergedorf, is a very ingenious idea.
Embossed designs are, we think, objectionable, from their
want of clearness. For a set of six stamps, the following
are a distinctive set of colours: black, red, hue. gold,
dark brown, and orange, Green and blue can scarcery be
distinguished by candlelight.

With many of the views regarding the
most suitable subjects for stamp designs,
expressed in the above extract, modern
collectors will be by no means in agreement,
but on other points the observations are as
true to-day as when they were written forty-
three years ago.

For instance, it is generally agreed that
what we may now almost term a *standard ”
size, as in the issues of our own country, is
best for stamps which are used in enormous
quantities. They are certainly much more
suitable than stamps of large size, like the
Tasmanian pictorial issue, or such atrocities
as are now in use in South Australia.

[POSTAGE ]

Variations in size for different values,
which are found in the Bergedorfs alluded

to above, has long been dropped as im-
practicable and unnecessary.

It will be remembered that our own half-
penny stamp was once half the size of the

penny one, and even now the current 3d.
stamp of Victoria covers exactly half the
area of the 1d. value of the same set. It
would, of course, be absurd to make each
value just twice the size of the one imme-
diately preceding it, or we should be using
posters instead of stamps. But the slight
variation in size, so ingeniously shown in the
Bergedorfs, would have been useless had the
values not been printed fairly clearly, for the
grading was so slight that one would require
a very nice judgment to distinguish any par-
ticular stamp by its size alone.

The advisability of having certain colours
for the corresponding values in general use
in all countries, mentioned by our old-time
friend, s so eminently sensible that it was
long ago adopted by the Universal Postal
Union for stamps used in international post-
age. There is no doubt that the adoption of
green for halipenny stamps, red for penny
ones, and blue for those of the value of two-
pence-halfpenny greatly simplifies the labours
of postal clerks all over the world.

Distinctness of colour is certainly advis-
able to prevent confusion, especially in cases
where the values are not expressed in a
particularly bold manner. The 1d. and 1s.
values of the Nelson Centenary set for Bar-
bados have caused endless trouble owing to
their similarity in colour and design, and it
will be remembered the last Queen’s Head
4d. stamp, in green, of our own country was
often confused with the Is. value in the same
colour, although the designs were distinctive
enough.

Speaking from an idealistic point of view,
the primary and most necessary virtue in a
postage stamp should be that of utility ; and
it therefore follows that in the ideal postage
stamp the design should be simple, bold,
and effective, and yet intricate enough to
make it a matter of difficulty for the forger
to imitate it successfully. Many of the
earlier stamps, especially those of Great
Britain and some of her colonies, may be
said to fulfil all these requirements, and some
may argue that very few modern stamps can
in any way he said to be ideal, judged from
the same points. However, there is one
very important factor to be taken into ac-
count, and that is the method of production.

The beauty of most of these early stamps
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is largely due to the fact that they are
miniature steel engravings. This process
would be too slow and too costly for modern
business needs in the stamp line, so typo-
graphy, or surface printing, is the most
general means employed in manufacturing
the millions of stamps now required, and
this method cannot compare with line en-
graving in the matter of showing all the
beauty of a design.

Therefore 1 think it is not unreasonable
to assert that the majority of modern stamps
are ideal from a strictly utilitarian point of
view when the process of manufacture is
taken into account. They are produced at
a ‘minimum of cost, in colours and designs
that are a maximum of safeguard against
forgery, and usually the designs are any-
thing but inappropriate.

The exigencies of modern needs, as I said
before, demand a cheap process of manu-
facture, and typography has, by experience,
proved itself to be by far the best and most
suitable method that can be employed to
produce stamps quickly, in large quantities,
and always of the same standard of merit.
[t is quite possible that the old line-engraved
stamps of Great Britain, which are usually
acknowledged to be the ideals of all that is
best in postage-stamp designs, would look
quite commonplace produced by modern
methods. It is highly questionable if they
would be anything like so suitable as the
designs at present employed.

The fear of forgery was the great bugbear
that the stamp producers of olden days had
to contend with, and though steel engraving
was an admirable safeguard, it is, neverthe-
less, a fact that the apparently simple-look-
ing modern stamps have never been forged
to any extent with a view to defrauding the
Inland Revenue and postal authorities.

Noone will dispute that, as regards beauty,
many of the old stamps are far superior to
their inodern descendants, though these
cases are the exceptions and not the general
rule. For instance, there is a wide gulf
between the first issue of New Zealand as
compared with the designs now in use. Or,
again, when we compare the classic beauty

of the early Queenslands with the designs
now current the superiority of the former is
only too apparent. But in this case it must
be remembered that the early stamps were
printed from steel-engraved plates by a firm

whose work in stamp production has never
been surpassed, while the current stamps

are manufactured locally. As the art of
stamp designing and printing has never
reached a very high state in Australia the
comparison of the Queenslands is, perhaps
hardly a fair one.

Let us take the case of Ceylon as an ex
ample. Here all the stamps have been
designed and printed in London, and while
the pence issues represent the highest type
of beauty in postage stamps, it will, I think,
be admitted that the later stamps, produced

cheaper process, are not inartistic or in-
appropriate, do not show any spirit of decad-
ence in the art of stamp designing, and, all
things considered, compare very favourably
with the early emissions.

Philatelists of the present day are rather
apt to scoff at the designs of modern stamps
as compared with the * fine old” ones. Per-
haps the general perversity of human nature
makes one dissatisfied with what one has,
for, though we are agreed that the early
British stamps, for instance, are superbly
designed, this opinion was by no means
shared by collectors when those old stamps

were current.
(70 be continued.)

BARBADOS

By E. D, Bacon and F. H. Napier
With a Mistory and Description of the Star-watermarksd
Papers of Messrs. Perking Bacon & Co.

This important publication, consisting of 120
pages, is illustrated with three sheets of autotypes
of stamps (specially showing all the varieties ot the
1d. on half of §s.), three facsimile reproductions
of the Star watermarks, an Appendix containing
copies of original correspondence, etc. etc., a list
of the number of Stamps of each value printed by
Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. and Messrs. De La
Rue & Co.

Price ¢s. 6d. in strong cover, or 108, 6d. well
bound in cloth, gilt edges; post-free 3d. extra.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39t Strand, London, W.C.
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Forgeries and Reprints

Mow to Deteet Them

By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE
BRITISH GUIANA

Issue of 1850-1 Circular Stamps

My readers will know from the catalogues
(though very few from their own experience),
that there are four values in this set—2, 4, 8,
and 12 cents. In consequence of their
rarity, I have only succeeded in getting hold
of one specimen each of the 4 c. and 12 ¢
I have forgeries of the 4, 8 and 12 c., but
have not seen the forged 2 c., though it prob-
ably exists. [ do not know the age of the
forgeries, though I have had some,of them
for about fourteen years. There are several
types of each value, so my descriptions are
necessarily imperfect, being taken from a
single type of each value. The genuine
stamps are all initialled by the postmaster
or one of the clerks, before being issued.

4 Ceats, black on yellow

Genuine. — Type-set, in black, on medium,
soft, dull yellow wove paper. The meshes of the
paper are coarse, irregular, and set in straight lines,
so as to resemble laid paper somewhat; if one
can imagine laid paper with lines less than a
millimetreapart. The circleis evidently composed
of two pieces of printer’s *“ lead-rule,” hent round,
so that the two together form a circle. The
separation between the two pieces of rule occurs
between the letters GuU, and after the last A of
GUIANA ; i.e., the circular outline is broken in the
said places. The two ends of the line, in each of
these places, are not exactly opposite to each
other, but the long piece forms part of a larger
circle than the short ; and, consequently, the ends
of the long piece stand out a little, while those
of the short piece stand in slightly. The circle
measures twenty-seven millimetres across at its
very widest part, and twenty-five at its narrowest.
The circular inscription, BRITISH GUIANA, is in
ordinary Roman capital letters, just two milli-
metres high. The central inscription, 4 CENTS,
is just eleven millimetres long, measuring from the
le(’l-hand point of the 4 to the centre of the stop
after the s, The 4 is a fat, closed figure; the
vertical stroke being very nearly a millimetre
wide, and the horizontal and oblique strokes are
very fine hair-strokes. CENTSs is in fat italics
the thickest stroke of each letter being fully half
a millimetre wide. The final s does not lean over
any more than the rest of the letters. Evans's
catalogue says that there are initials in pen-and-
ink in the centre of the stamp; but my single
specimen only shows some very slight traces of
red ; whether pencil or ink, I cannot say.

‘

Forged. —Lithographed, in black, on medium,
hard, ochre-yellow wove paper. The meshes are
very regular, and have much the appearance of
the grain of the paper which was used for our own
old green newspaper wrappers. There is no
appearance of lines in the paper. The *‘circle”
is one continuous, very irregular line, twenty-seven
millimetres across at the widest part, and twenty-
four at the narrowest. It comes almost to a point,
just above the T of BRITISH. The inscriptions,
being lithographed, do not look at all like printed
type-letters; and the letters of the circular in-
scription vary in height, from less than two milli-
metres, to very nearly three. The central in-
scription is in letters representing ordinary Roman
type, but the s is italic, and leans z¢7py much over
to the right, quite away from the rest. The thick
strokes of these letters are nowhere more than
about a quarter of a millimetre wide. The 4 has
an open top ; the thick stroke being hardly three-
quarters of a millimetre wide, and the oblique
stroke far thicker than what is understood by a
‘“hair-stroke.” From the point of the 4 to the
centre of the stop after CENTS, the width is over
ten millimetres. The 4 is just two millimetres
high in the genuine; but, in this forgery, it is
over three millimetres in height. In the centre
of the stamp is lithographed, in written characters,
the name, *‘ E. Lew,” or what looks like it, with
an oblique paraphe or flourish. Besides this,
there is lithographed in the centre of the stamp,
by way of surcharge, a very large ** 4,” closed at
the top, 114 millimetres high, and the thick
stroke two millimetres wide.

POSTMARKS

Genuine.—My specimen bears 2, with the
name DEMERARA round the curve, and Nl%;l in
two lines in the centre.

Forged.—22,

Same Issue. 8 Cents, black on green

Genuine.—I have not been able to procure
this stamp.

Forged.—Lithographed, in black, on dull,
yellow-green wove paper, thick and rather hard
and smooth-faced. This is, in all respects, the
same design as that of the forged 2 c., except
that the numeral of value is altered.

POSTMARKS

My counterfeit bears REGISTERED in large
block capitals, with an enormous R, half the
height of the stamp, below it. These two marks,
together with the signature, ““E. Lew,” are all
lithographed.
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Same Issue. 12 Cents, black on blue

Type-set, on dull, dark blue wove paper, the
same thickness and texture as that of the genuine
4 cents,

The lead-line, forming the outer circle,
appears to be all in one
piece, as I can only see one
break in it, just at the
beginning of the T of
BRITISH. The size of the
circle is the same as in
the 4 cents. The central
inscription is the same
height and width as be-
fore : measuring the width
from the left-hand edge of
the stroke of the T of 12 to the centre of the stop
after CENTs: this stop, by the way, in my
specimen, being placed upside down ; i.e., level
with the s0p, instead of the bottom of .the s.
The 1 of 12 is barely 14 millimetre high. The
written initials are ““H. A, B.,” or **H. A, W.,,”' 1
am not sure which.

Forged. —Lithographed, in black, on pale
lavender-blue (if I may invent such a name !}, or
on dull, pale, greyish-blue wove paper, medium,
hard, and of the same grain as that of the forged
4 c. The stamp is in all respects the same as the
forged 4 c., except for the change of numeral of
value ; so that the same tests will apply. The
width of the central inscription, from the left-
hand edge of the 1 of 12, to the centre of the
stop after CENTS, is 12} millimetres. The said 1

Europecan Penny

HERE would seem to be some pros-

pect of the adoption at no distant

date of a system of European penny
or three-halfpenny postage, if information
given to-day by the Gi/ Blas is not too
optimistic. That journal, after declaring
that penny postage will shortly be established
between France and Belgium, gives par-
ticulars of negotiations by Mr. Henniker
Heaton and the General Director of the
Luxemburg Postal Service with M. Simyan,
French Under-Secretary of State for Posts
and Telegraphs, for the institution of a
European postage stamp. M. Simyan is
said to have stated that France would not
oppose the scheme, although he pointed out
that the introduction of penny postage in
this country had in the first eighteen months
ended December, 1906, cost the Treasury
26,000,0c0of.  (£.1,040,000). During that
period the number of letters conveyed had
increased by over 113,000,000. The same

is 2% millimetres high. There is a large litho-
graphed ‘‘E, Lew,” in writing characters, by
way of surcharge.

POSTMARKS

Genuine.—My specimen bears, as before, 2;
with DEMERARA round the curve, and the date,
MR II . L :
1851 in two lines in the centre.

Forged.—The lavender-blue is uncancelled ;
the other bears two postmarks ; 78, with numerals
in the centre, and 1, with ‘‘Paid Liverpool
Packet” in it with date. These seem to be
lithographed.

NotTe.—The forgeries are on muck smoother
paper than that of the genuine, which is very
rough on the face. Evans catalogues a 4 c.
genuine on tissue-paper. I have not seen this;
but I remember having a whole set of counterfeits
sent to me once, done in pen-and-ink on coloured
tissue-paper. I have no notes of them.

There is, I believe, a far more dangerous
forgery of the 12 c. going about, but I have no
notes of it, except that, like the genuine, it is
typographed, on rough blue paper. I suppose it
is hardly necessary to say that the genuine stamps,
being typographed, show all the black parts well
sunk into the paper, which is not the case with
the lithographed counterfeits.

(To be continued.)

Postage

journal adds that Germany also is in favour
of the scheme. It is thought possible that
the new European postage stamp would cost
three halfpence, and not a penny, as advo-
cated in England, France, and Belgium.

The Times Paris Correspondent.
(8.7.07.)

A FINE BIRTHDAY GIFT

No. 68, 1500 varieties.

Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the
1500 different Stamps form a splendid start for any
one, A large number of really rare and valuable
stamps are contained in this collection ; but it is
impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly
adding New Issues and Older Stamps when put-
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed.

41 15s., post-free and registered.
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Swiss GCantonals

History of a Disappointment
By PIERRE MAHE, in the Monthly Journal

HERE was in days gone by, at the

Court of Napoleon III, a certain

great personage, who was also the
yreatest of the collectors in Paris. 1 call
him a great personage, not because he ever
held any appointment or office in the State,
but because of the position he occupied in
connexion with the sovereign, owing to the
fact that he had married one of the cousins
of the latter. The exalted position of this
collector, whom I will call “ M. le Comte,”
enabled him to request of foreign Govern-
ments that search might be made among
the old stores of the post office, in the
archives of the offices and printing works,
in a word, everywhere where there was a
chance of finding specimens of rare stamps
that had gone out of circulation. And this
request was never made in vain; nothing
could be refused to such a personage ; every
effort was made to comply with the wishes
of a connexion of the Emperor.

M. le Comte therefore obtained by this
means some very fine and rare things, both
in the way of stamps and essays, and very
frequently more than one copy of each.
The first copy, naturally, went 1into his own
collection; with the remainder he made
exchanges, to the satisfaction of both parties,
for he was a very easy person to do business
with, generous to those with whom he ex-
changed, full of kindly feeling towards those
who supplied him, and as a customer the
friend of everybody in Paris and elsewhere.
Now we shall see what confidence can be
placed in sources, even though they may be
of the very highest.

One fine morning—I lived then at No. 9
Rue de Clichy—arrived M. le Comte, beam-
ing, his big face snfiling all over, and he
said, “ M. Mahé, 1 have come to show you
something magnificent, which I have just
received.” ¢ Letus look at these fine things,”
1 replied. He opened his portfolio, took out
of it and laid before me, mounted with the
greatest care and symmetrically arranged
upon a fine sheet of white vellum paper, a
complete collection of all the stamps of the
Swiss Cantonal issues, and the two stamps
of the first Federal issue, all brand new!
A single glance was sufficient to show me
the value of the gift. “ But, my dear M. le
Comte, they are all bad, these Cantonals,
absolutely bad!” His face fell, changing
from gay to grave, and looking at me with
a very troubled countenance he said, *“ How
can that be? It is impossible ; they came

to me direct from the Legation at Berne.”
“The Legation at Berne! \Vell, say what
you will, the wretched things are none the
less bad, as bad as bad can be.”

M. le Comte then produced a letter, than
which nothing could be more completely
official, which had accompanied the stamps,
and in order to convince him of the falsity
of the latter I had to point out to him one
after the other the unmistakable character-
istics of their want of authenticity. When
the disagreeable surprise had passed, and
peace returned, M. le Comte allowed himself
to be comforted, and we had a good laugh
together over this curious misadventure. -

What had happened was evidently this.
After having searched in vain in the public
offices, the person to whom the task had
been confided, unable to say * No” to the
request of so important a personage, had
simply purchased from a dealer the unfortu-
nate set, which he then dispatched. Know-
ing nothing about these things or their
value, he doubtless believed these stamps to
be excellent, and thought himself very lucky
to have been able to acquit himself so easily
of a troublesome and delicate task.

As for M. le Comte, the position of the
sender had prevented him from feeling the
smallest doubt as to the value of the con-
tents of the package, which in point of fact
he had not very closely examined, being in
such a hurry to show them to me. After all,
these Cantonals finally were the means of
our passing a very pleasant quarter of an
hour.

After this, in whom and in what are we
to put our trust? Here was a personage of
some importance at the Court of the Tuileries,
who requested the French representative in
Switzerland to obtain him a collection of
the stamps of the country in which he was
stationed ; and this representative sends to
the illustnious applicant, in an official letter
from the Legation, a complete set of stamps,
all of which are forgeries. Let us never
again assert that any source of origin is a
safeguard.

A VERY HANDSOME PRESENT

Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet,
every stamp being different and genuine, and thus
forming a choice collection in itself.

43 post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
91 Strand, London, W.C,



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY 73

Siam:
High-value Provisionals

E have received the following in-
teresting letter dated 29.4.07 from a
correspondent at Bangkok :—

“On the 24th inst. provisional stamps of
10, 20, and 4o ticals have been issued, and
I enclose herewith a photo of them for re-
production in E.W.S.N. Revenue stamps
of the Ministry of Justice having already
a value of 10, 20, and 40 tics. respectively
have been used for these provisionals, but
bearing only Siamese inscription they have
been surcharged with ‘Siam,’ ‘Postage,’ and
with the value. All the three stamps have
the same light green colour and their actual
size is 21 by 50 mm. Only 1000 of each
kind have been surcharged (in sheets of 25),
and there are no errors or differences.

“The history of these provisionals of
uncommonly high value is the following :—

“In Siam, there are living several hundred
thousands of Chinese who entertain a brisk
exchange of letters with their native country.
Until quite recently, China had only very
incomplete means of conveyance for private
letters to smaller towns and villages in the
interior of the country, and therefore the
many Chinese societies in Siam had estab-
lished a sort of a private post to China.
The charges were very high, and the con-
veyance of the letters to China was executed
in that way that, when a sufficient number of
letters has been handed in at the societies’
so-called letter-agent’s shop, a man was
sent to China, who delivered the letters
there, and who on his way back brought
with him the letters collected in his native
place. Since some time China, which will
surely enter the Postal Union as it was
already represented at the Postal Congress
at Rome, has established postal connexions
even with the smallest villages, and private
persons are no longer allowed to deal with the
conveyance of letters. The private letter
posts between Siam and China being, how-
ever, an institution sanctified by high age,
and as the conservative Chinaman gets only
slowly accustomed to such vigorous innova-
tions, the Chinese and Siamese postal admin-
istrations have granted some facilities for a
transition-period, the duration of which is
not yet fixed, but which may last for one or
two years,

“The Chinese letter agents in Siam are
allowed to form ‘clubbed packets’ of their
letters and t> address them to their agent
in China. These packets are to be posted
at the Post Office in Bangkok, and the union
rate of 12 atts must be paid for every letter
contained. The whole amount of postage

for the contents is fixed in stamps on the
outside of the packet. Then the packets are
sent as registered letters by the ordinary
mails to the Chinese ports, where the Chinese
post takes them over and delivers them un-
opened to the addressees. Letter packets
from China to Siam are treated in the same
way. Up to the present the highest value
of postage stamps was I tical, but as the
packets very often contained over 1000 letters
higher values were necessary, and that is the
reason of the issue of these provisionals.
New stamps of higher value are already
ordered from Europe, and if the arrange-
ment with China had not come into force
before the time intended it would not have
been necessary to make surcharges. The
provisionals can, of course, be used for any
kind of mail matter, but they shall not be
sold to the public, as the stock of these
revenue stamps is very limited and as the
number of surcharges shall last until the
new stamps arrive from Europe. I think
that the new provisionals will become rarities,
and even used they will surely not go for
under face value.

“The value of the tical is at present 1/33,
but as the Government is on the point to
introduce the gold standard it will go up to
1/33 in a very short time.”

Fiscal Stamps surcharged for Postal Use.

10 t. on 10 t., light green.
20t.on20t. »
40 t, 0n 40t I

From Ewen's Weekly Stamp News.

STAMPS AND STAMP
COLLECTING. By Major E. B. EVANS

The young collector is frequently perplexed by
the meaning of the various terms used in stamp
collecting, and the fullest explanations of these
will be found in this book,

2s, od. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly bound
in Cloth,

THE BEST STAMP HINGES

We have prepared a new stamp hinge, of con-
venient size, put up in air-tight tin boxes, each
containing 1000 hinges of good tough paper,
doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Post-free, 7d. per box.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39t Strand, London, W.C.
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New Issucs
By W.P.B.

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips,
391 Strand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful if readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible
Information concerning issues of stamps new or projected. News from the colonies in particular will be much
appreciated. When possible, a speci should pany the information, and should be sent to the above-
mentioned address.

Abyssinia.—\We have been shown a pair of Bolivar.—Among some stamps sent for exam-
No. 75a (5 ¢/m on half of 4 g., red), in which the | ination to our publishers were the following,
right-hand stamp had only one surcharge, viz. in | which are new to us. The designs and paper
the lower left corner, thus constituting an error | seem identical with those that came from reliable
‘“ surcharge omitted.” sources, and as fancy had pretty free run in the

The stamps are surcharged in opposite corners, | days of the issue of similar rubbish, the present
generally the upper right and lower left, and are | varieties may just as well have some shadow of
available as 5 c. after hisection. They exist with | authority. e list them with reserve. Scott’s
surcharge in upper left and lower right corners, | Catalogue includes the Registration stamp.

but are much scarcer this way. Of course, to Major Evans in the A7 /. (Feb.) mentions the
have the above error the stamp must be undivided | record of a new 20 c. Too Late stamp, but is
and bear but one surcharge. doubtful as to the colour of the paper. \Ve have

seen a 20 c., purple on pale brown. Perhaps this
is the stamp.

5%

Half-stamp, surcharged s c/m.  Frror, surcharge
ontitied (in undivided pair wwith nornal).
Unused. Used.
s, d. s, d.
sc.onbalf dg,red (V) . — -
Barbados.—Stamps of Type g were ostensibly
issued in 1906 as a commemorative series of a 10 p., indigo on salsmon .
certain event of which, the year in which they 1op, purpleonrose. . . . — -
should have bLeen issued, was the hundredth anni-
versary. They were then on paper having Crown
CC wmk.; we have now received some values
on multiple CA ordinary paper, and are told
these were issued on 6 July. Why should these
have been issued at all except to make other
vatieties, by the sale of which to fleece collectors
still further? The small stamps of the Britannia

nused. Used.
s. d. s d

type are still current. What need of this resur- Registration Stamp. Impers. ed. Used
rected commemorative rubbish? It is true that UT' d. ,_”4.'
the values now issued were exhausted some time 20cC., brown.orangeon dlue ., . — -

since, but why not let ‘‘sleeping dogs lie”?
Truly the postal authoritiés in Barbados are past-
masters in the art of creating unnecessary issues.

Crete. —According to Der Philatelist (15.7.07)
two new stamps are in ‘Freparation for this State,
viz. 10 and 25 lepta. The 101, is to bear a por-
trait of the High Commissioner, Alexander Thr.
A Zaimis, who was appointed 29 September, 1906,
for a term of five years, whilst the 25 lepta is to
have a representation of the ‘‘Crown” of Crete.
The former design is understandable because the
current 10 c. bears a portrait of Prince George of
Greece, who held office as High Commissioner
till 1906, but concerning the *‘Crown” of Crete
Bl g we must wait further enlightenment. We quote
mp‘_'&' X from the Statesman’s Year Book, 1907 :—

LONE EIRTHING o) The Island of Crete was under Venetian rule from 1211
Nelson Commemorative Stamps, Ordinary paper. Wmk. | 101669, when it fell beneath the Ottoman power. Thence.

1

Multiple Crown C A, Perf. 14. forth (with the exception of about ten years, 183040, when
Unused. Used. it was ruled by the Viceroy of Egypt) it was governed as a

s. d. s. d. Turkish vilayet. After more than seventy years'of almost

{d., black and . . . . - — continuous insurrection the four Powers—Great Britain,
ad. w gﬁryellow . - — Russia, France, and Italy—intervened, and in 1898 con-

ajd. ,, ,, vltramarine . . ., — stituted the Islands, with the adj islets, an
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State under a High Commissioner of the Powers, subject to
the suzerainty of the Porte, but without tribute. ~Since
August 14, 1906, the right of the King of the Hellenes to
propose the High Commissioner has been recognized by the
protecting Powers, under whose sanction Greek officers have
taken over the direction of the Gendarmerie and Militia.

Dominican Republic. — That well-known
American philatelic writer and student. Mr. R. R.
Thiele, in a letter to Mr. C. J. Phillips last
December, says :—

“In your extremely interesting and valuable article in
the Monthly Journal on the ps of the ini
Republic, and in the list in your catalogue, you state that
the 1gor set of the republic 1s printed by De Rue and
Co., London. I just notice in a report of the German
Imperial Printing Office at Berlin, that during the fiscal
year 1go3-6, that esiablishment printed both postage
and fiscal stamps for the Dominican Republic. Tﬁe
y g are p bly those lately issued with
biack centre, but since these are identical with the rgoz set
the presumption seems to be warranted that rgor set was
also printed by the same establishment,”

In chronicling the 1901 issue, Major Evans
thought the stamps were the work of De La Rue
and Co., and Mr. Phillips, judging from the
appearance of the stamp and the style of the
plates, was of the same opinion. There may,
however, be some foundation for Mr. Thiele’s
suggestion, for we have received two values (the
1 ¢, and 5 c.) of the current issue on paper
having the same watermark. viz. ‘‘Crosses and
Circles,” as on the latest Official and Municipal
Service stamps of Wurtemberg, which is prima
facie evidence of Berlin production. e are told
that the entire issue now in use is similarly
watermarked.

Mr. Thiele does not mention the issue with
JSrames in black, but his remark would of course
apply equally to these stamps. We have been
shown a good supply of the 10 ¢, 20 c., and
50 c¢. with black frames; the 4 ¢, 2 ¢, 20 ¢,
50 c., and I p. of the 1906 issue unwatermarked ;
and the I ¢. and § c. watermarked as mentioned
above. The stamps are all perf. 14, comb
machine, and in sheets of 100, ten rows of ten.

We have no portions of any sheets of the 1901
issue for comparison, but a few notes on the sheets
of the other stamps may be interesting. Those with
the black frames are enclosed in a border, which
does not meet at the four corners, composed of
double rows of short straight lines in the colours
of the stamp, those at the sides being horizontal
with the black on the inside, whilst those at top
and bottom are vertical with the black outside,
Each sheet has a number in black in the centre
of the right-hand margin, which in these before
us is the same for all values, viz. 4629,

The unwatermarked stamps have borders of
single rows of similar short lines in the colour of
the frame, and a number in the same colour
below the eighth stamp in the bottom row. This
number in the supply before us is likewise the
same for all values, viz. 1177.

As regards the stamps with watermark, it is
not quite clear what is the intention of the
printers. There is a similar border to those with
black frames, but in some portions the lines
overlie and appear almost a single row, whilst in
others they aiternate, and in no case have clear
double rows, In the 1 c. the frame is not con-
tinuous at the top and bottom, having a blank
space above and below the sixth stamp in each
case, whilst in the 5 c. it is continuous, but the

blank space is filled in with lines in blue only.
On the I c. the number is in black, and opposite
the sixth row in the right-hand margin, whilst on
the § c. there are two numbers on the same
margin, viz. in blue opposite the sixth row, and
in black opposite the seventh row. In all cases
the number is the same, viz. 389.

It would be interesting to know the precise
history of these issues. Meanwhile, we chronicle
the watermarked series.

ooy
o

A ‘!lnm;m |
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1ok, Crosses and Civcles.

Wy
DONINICAN

1997. Centrein first colonr.

Unused. Used.

5. d s d
4c., black and green . . .- -
1c. . rose-red ot -
a2c. » chestnut . . - —
sc. " blue . o 4 —
10C. ” purple . . .- —
20¢C. ” olive . . — —_
50C. . brown . . . - —
1p. . violet —_ —_

Gibraltar.—We referred in our issue of 20 July
to the appearance of the 2§d. value in lilac and
black, on coloured paper with muitiple wmk.,
and to a chronicle of the same value inall blue on
whkite paper. Our publishers have now received a
supply of the latter, so that the former will
probably have had but a short life, and become a
scarce little stamp. Our publishers say they have
secured a nice lot of the 4s. value, single wmk.
As this stamp has been reported with multiple
wmk., the ¢ Special Bargain’ mentioned elsewhere
is worth immediate attention. These long stamps
of Gibraltar with Crown CA wmk., are printed
in paper designed for the smaller size of King’s
Head stamps, so that portions of two of the iy
C A wmbks. appear on each stamp.

King's Head, Multiple wmk, Chally paper,
Unused. Used.
5. s. d
24d., lilac and black on b/we . - -
Ordinary paper.
a}d., blue on white . . . O 4 —_

Holland. —This is especially a country for
specialists, and with a wide field for discovery in
its many varieties of types, paper, and perfora-
tion, new records are constantly being made.

Mr. M. Z, Booleman points out to us that the
Catalogue is wrong in giving the 10 gulden as
perf. 113 %11, as this value only exists perf, 11
all round. He at the same time shows us two
copies of the 5 gulden with very complicated
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perforations : one is perf. 113 at top, 11 at sides,
and 12} at bottom ; the other is perf. 124 at top
and right, 11 at left, and 11} at bottom.

He also sends us for inspection an unused copy
of the } cent of 1876, perf. 133, in Type B. This
will become No. 1204 in the Catalogue.

It would seem that the current stamps of
Holland vex the soul of the heraldic expert, and a
new set is in contemplation in which the trying
errors are to be corrected.  Mr. Booleman favours
us with the following interesting- particulars :—

By an order of the Postmaster-General, dated
10 October, 1906, a committee has been appointed
to formulate designs for a new set of postage
stamps for Hollang. It is composed of the follow-
ing gentlemen : J. H. W. Berden, Director of the
Government School for Arts and Industries at
Amsterdam ; Baron C. Ph. L. van Kinschot,
Philatelistand Heraldic expert of Tiel ; and A. W.
Kymell, Inspector of Posts and Telegraphs at the
Hague, and has already held several meetings.

The following are the special errors of the
present set that call for special attention: On the
values 3 c. to 50 c. the Queen having a diadem the
Royal crown above is superfluous, the Dutch
arms already being illustrated on the stamps.
The crowns on
wrong shape and too small. Again, two coats
of arms of Iolland are not needed ; if two are
necessary for symmetry, then one should be
that of Nassau. As regards the gulden values,
the band round the arms is that reserved for
younger princes (usually of the third degree), and
the arms themselves are wrorg. Slanting -es-
cutcheons are wrong. as such may not properly
be coronated. Any idea that suggests a crown
slipping must bLe avoided, and therefore the
escutcheons should be upright. The errors men-
tioned for the lower values also exist in some
measure for the higher values.

Type B. Thin fraction bar g mm. long. Perf. 13, 13},
large holes,
- Unused, Used.

s d. s.d.

§ ¢., rose (B) (becomies 1aca) . . - —_

Hong Kong.—We have received another
value on the paper with chalk surface and multiple
wmk.

s d.
20 ¢., grey-black and chestnut . o 8 —

the escutcheons are of the !

Luxemburg.—Here is the illustration of the
Postage Due series, listed in our number for 20
July.

B

Mauritius.—Le Collectionneur de Timbres- Poste
(7-07) says that it is informed by one of its
correspondents that the stamps of this colony will
shortly be changed. At present it is undecided
whether the change will be only in the Arms, at
present depicted on the stamps, and which have
lately been modified, or the substitution for these
of a portrait of the King. The latter would
certainly appeal more to the collector, but why
change at all?

We copy the following from the A7, /. \—

A correspondent tells us that the 1 ¢. on 2 c., of 1393,
exists with the overprint in decp dlne, instead of dlack, as
in the case of Nos. 16 to 18 of the Gibraltar stamps over-
printed ** Morocco Agencies.” In the Mauritius case it
seems quite possible that a Alue-dlack ink upon a wiolet
stamp might appear quite #/ume, when looked at with a
strong light begmd it; on the other hand, it is equally
possible that a deep bine ink was really used.

FEwenw's Weekly, (20.7.07),‘says there are two
distinct shades of the value in the current 2 c.,
viz. violet and mauve. The Catalogue only gives

I the former, so we chronicle.

Valuc in second colour, Multiple wmk. Challky paper.

Unused. Used.
. s. d. s d
2 C., lilac and mauve . N . — -

Morocco.— /' Ecko de Timbrologic (15.7.07)
remarks having had attention drawn by several
readers to an alleged overprint Maroc Gou-
VERNEMENT PROVISOIRE 1907 on the current
stamps of France, and has been asked if these
are not a special issue for the recent expedition to
Oudja. The answer 10 this is a warning that
the overprint is nothing more nor less than a piece
of fancy work by some speculator.  Verbum sap.,
etc. Is there not enough brigandage in Morocco
without fleecing the innocent philatelist ?

Papua.—Ewen’s Weekly (20.7.07) says it is
officially informed that the stamps of British
New Guinea overprinted PAPUA were first issued
8.11.06, the quantities being as follows :—

L s d.

3d. 973 sheets of 30. :Z.tqo .. to16 3
1 1622 » . 45060 . . 200 § ©
2d. 2339 ”" . 70170 . . B34 15 o
23«]. 4t ” . 2523 . . 26216 3
4d. 270 . . 8100 . . 135 0.0
od 38s " .1,550 . . 288 15 o
1s. 453 " + 13,590 . . 679 10 ©
2s. 6d., 447 » . 13,410 . . 1676 5 ©
4137 32 6
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There is a slight error in addition of the above,
but to counteract this the face value of the 2d. is
overstated by £250. Even allowing for this, the
net sum should be of great assistance to the local
revenue, for as no doubt the issue will be eagerly
bought up by speculators and other supporters
of (golonial Preference the expenditure should be
practically nil. The total revenue for 1906 was
only £20,236, the Australian Government grant-
ing a subsidy of £20,000 towards the expenditure
of £38,350. The postal movement in 1905-6,
we read, was: Letters, 78,393; newspapers,
51,503 ; packets, 877 —presumably, in and out.
The Federal Government took over the control
of the dependency of British New Guinea in
1901, but the political transfer was not complete
till the passing of the Papua Act in November,
1905, and the issue on 1 September, 1906, of a
proclamation by the Governor-General of the
Commonwealth declaring that British New Guinea
is to be known henceforth as the Territory of
Papua. Hence the reason of the overprint, with
its beneficial results.

Ewen’s also says it is officially informed under
date of 9.5.07 that when the above issue is used
a new design will probably be printed.

St. Lucia.—The ANordisk Filatelistisk Tid-
skrift reports the appearance of the 4d., all
green, possibly from a specimen copy.

King's Head. Printed in onc colour.
Unused. Used,

s. d s 4
4d., green . . . . P -

St. Vincent.—OQur publishers have received a
supply of the 4d. and 1d. values of the new
series, and the D.8.Z. (11.7.07) chronicles the
23d. The stamps are in sheets of sixty, ten rows
of six, and are perforated by a single-line machine.

7
VINCENTH]

New type. Ordinary paper. Multiple wmk. Perf. 14.
Unused. Used.
s. d. s d
4d., green . . . . . o1 -
1d., carmine . . . . o 2 -
24d., blue . . . . . - -

Sudan.—IFrom the A7 /. (June) we quote as
follows :—

Mr. M. Giwelb shows us a vertical strip of three of the
current 2 mil., the upper two stamps of which are over-

printed *‘Army Service” (Type 33), while the bottom
stamp, which is one of the bottom row of a sheet, is un-
surcharged. No doubt a whole row was missed by some
accident.

Transvaal. —Under date of 1 July, 1907, Mr.
A. Sonn, of Johannesburg, writes us: * Postage
Due stamps were issued to-day from 1d. to Is.
on multiple C A ordinary (not chalky) paper. I
cannot get unused copies at the present time, as
the Post Office does not sell them. I will try 10
get some, and send them as soon as possible.”

Turkey.—A reference will be found in another
part of thisissue to a contemplated Bargain Sale
of Turkish stamps, under the highest patronage,
and apparently with no reasonable offer refused.
The following cutting from the Dasdly Telegraph
of 20 July, 1907, is interesting :—

RAILWAY TO MECCA.
SUBSIDY FROM STAMPS.

On inquiry at the Turkish Embassy yesterday, a high
official explained 10 our rep ive that there is 2 mis-

d ding in the ement recently made con-
cerning the purpose of the sale of Turkish stamps. It is
quite true that the Ottoman Goverament is preparing,
through its various Embassies, to helpthe funds of arailway
by the proceeds of a sale of stamps, but naturally such a
national scheme is only for a national end. To the
Mohammedan world no railway is of such importance as
the Hedjiz, by which pilgrims are conveyed from Damascus
to the nearest point to Mecca. The Sultan and his Govern-
ment are deeply concerned in the maintenance and exten-
sion of a line of transit so y to many th ds of
true believers, and its construction is due to national sub-
sidies.

Some time ago the suggestion was made that additional
funds could be Properly raised by appealing to the collect-
ing instincts of European and American philatelists, and
that if the Turkish Government chose to sell special or
rare issues of its stamps, a goodly sum might be raised.
Averse from the notion of any public auction, the Govern-
ment, therefore, decided to send to its various Embassies
and Legations specimens of such issues to be on public
view to collectors, but to be tendered for privately. At
present the Turkish rezulations have not been translated
satisfactorilv, but shortly this will be effected, and the con-
ditions of offer definitely announced.

We would suggest Christmastide as the most
suitable time for the promised particulars, phila-
telists’ tastes being inclined to ** Turkey” then.

United States.—In view of the recent pcr-
traiture of Princess Pocahontas on the § c. stamp
of the Jamestown Exposition series, the following
extract from the Daily Telegraph of 22 July should
prove interesting to collectors of these stamps.
PRINCESS POCAHONTAS.

A G d correspond legraphs: An interesting
discovery is reported to_have been made here. While
workmen were engaged in some building operations they
unearthed a human skeleton. The finder, struck with the
peculiar appearance of the skull, submitted it to a London
expert, who believes that at last the burial-place of
Pocahontas, the Indian princess, has been disclosed. The
spot where her supposed remains were found was just
within the boundary of Gravesend Parish Church, which
stood in the seventeenth century. It is recorded in history
that the princess died from smallpox, and it has always
been inferred that her body was placed in an isolated
tomb. The discovery is especially opportune in view of the
contemplated celebration in Virginia of the Pocahontas
Tercentenary.

Princess Pocah figured promi ly in the American
travels of Captain John Smith. While searching for food

ptain Smith was captured and taken before the princess's
father, Powhattan, who ordered him to be brained. Tbe
sentence was about to be carried out when Princess

Pocahontas laid her own head upon his to save him from
death.

N.8.—The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from *
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C
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Special Gorrespondence

New Zealand DNotes

DUNEDIN, 6 June, 1907
New Zealand * Officials” Prosecution

INCE my last notes, the main topic amongst
S our stamp people has been the case by the
Crown Law (gﬁicers against our old and
respected dealers, Messrs. Wilson Smith & Co.,
for dealing in unused New Zealand Official stamps.
The Crown lost their case, and rightly so, in the
opinion of most people here. Messrs. Wilson
Smith & Co. say there is no law in the colony to
stop their dealing in these stamps, so long as they
get them honestly and above-board, and the head
of the firm is willing to make an affidavit to this
effect. Judging by the experience of other British
Colonial Governments,

The Stamps do leak out

The New Zealand officials were very ill-advised
to try to prevent the sale of unused copies. They
were bound to leak out, and to my certain know-
ledge do leak out. I think there are very many
collections in the colony with the full set unused.
These stamps, however, in an unused condition
are very scarce, and must fetch much higher prices
even than certain British Officials and Natal ditto.

Miscellaneocus

Hawaiians, 1852, inscribed **H. I. & U. S.”

THE last number of Ze /. des PA. contains
what purports to be a history of these islands, in
which it 1s stated (amongst other things) that in
1849 or 1850 Kamehameha 111
decided upon incorporating his
kingdom in the United States,
and the author of the article
adds :—

The inscriptions of the stamps of
the issues of 18ga2 and 1853 prove
conclusively that, at that period,
annexation to the United States
was, so to speak, an accomplished
fact; on the r3 cents of 1852 we
read, in fact, at the top of the
stamp . 1. & u. s. (Hawailan
Islands and United States), and on the stamps of 1853,
with effigy of Kamehameha 111, we find the inscription
HAWAIIAN and UNITED STATES. It is thus that very
often a simple postage stamp may bear irrefutable witness
10 certain Eule-known circumstances in the history of a
country.

Whether there is any foundation whatever for
the historical fact (?) narrated above, or not, we
do not know, but any philatelist who understands
English can see that to quote the inscriptions
upon the stamps as evidence of that supposed fact
is pure nonsense. Only one value in each issue
bears the compound inscription referred to, and
there were other values issued at the same time
which did not hear anything of the kind. In the
first issue the inscription is H. I. & U. S. POST-

New Zealand Exhibition Stamps

It is a great pity that some of the big English
philatelic journals copy ¢‘ wholesale ” the rubbish
printed about our New Zealand stamps in the
Sydney journal. If the writer in question is
really sincere in his opinions, say for instance in
his violent diatribes against our recent Exhibition
sets, why does he continue to not only advertise
them for sale but continually increase his price,
thus reaping a harvest over what he condemns?*

The 6d., Perf. 14

There is no sign yet of any alteration in the
size of current 3d. The large size 6d., Crown
paper, perf. 14, will be scarce.

N. Z.

* It is incomprehensible to collectors in this country
that any sane collector in New Zealand or elsewhere can
say a word in defence of the prostitution of the New
Zealand Postal Service to the issue of such dispraceful
rubbish as the Exhibition stamps. Our New Zealand
friends quite underrate the strong feeling of utter contempt
engendered by the issue of such degrading stufi’ under the
gulie‘;}f postage stamps. There is no excuse for it.—Ep.
G SV,

AGE, which in the second is explained as
HAWAIIAN—5 CTS, UNITED STATEs 8 cTs,,
showing conclusively that, far from annexation
being ‘‘an accomplished fact,” postage was
charged separately for the two countries, and the
reason for the inscription was that the stamp in
question was intended exclusively for postage
between the Hawaiian Islands and the United
States. Monthly Journal,

Stamps of Afghanistan

THE first issue of postage stamps, as already
mentioned, appeared in 1871-2 (1288 Mohamme-
dan era), during the reign of Sher Ali, and was
succeeded by several annual issues, till his depo-
sition in 1878. These are all of a circular design,
with a Lion (Sher) in the centre (in reference to
the Amir’s name). In all the early issues the
words *‘Kingdom of Kabul™ are employed,
showing the title used by the Amirs up to that
seriod ; but in the stamps of 1309 (1892) Abdur
&(ahman first used the term *‘ Afghanistan,”
showing the change of title that had hy then
come about, from ** Amirs of Kabul” to ** Amirs
of Afghanistan.” All the ¢ Sher Ali” stamps
were lithographed, each stamp being drawn
separately, and differing in detail from every
ox{wr on the plate.
Sir D. P. MassoN and
B. GorDON JoNEsin 2. /. /.
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Turkish Remainders for Sale

THE Central News is informed that the Turkish
Government during next month will dispose of a
collection of Government stamps, numbering
17,000,000. The collection contains specimens
of current stamps of the realm and also specimens
which are valuable from a collector’s point of
view. There arealsoa number of Eastern Rumelia
stamps. The sale will be effected by tender.
Each Turkish Embassy and Legation is supplied
with albums containing specimens of the stamps,
and also copies of the conditions of sale, the latter
being in the course of translation from Turkish.
The proceeds of the sale are to form a nucleus for
the building fund of the new railway to be con-
structed between Damascus and Beirut, It is
understood that a number of stamp connoisseurs
have already inspected the collection. Particulars
may be obtained at the Turkish Embassy.
Westminster Gazelte.

A Postmistress of Ninety-two

Mg. SYypDNEY BuxTON, the Postmaster-General,
has just dispatched a personal letter of congratula-
tion to Mrs. Limond, of Minispant, Maybole,
Scotland, the oldest postmistress in Great Britain,
and probably in the world.

She is ninety-two, and has been in the service
ofthe department for fifty-four years, Mr. Buxton,
in his letter, referred to this as a record of em-
ployment under the Crown, and commended the
old official for the manner in which she still
continues to carry out her work.

Mrs. Limond has lived in the reigns of five
sovereigns, was born on April 28, 1815, and her
declaration of service in the Post Office is dated
November, 1815. She has occupied her house
for sixty-four years continuously.

Tall, erect, lithe, and nimble, with memory and
eyesight unimpaired, she is one of the most wonder-
ful women for her age that even Scotland has pro-
duced.  Her handwriting, for legibility and
steadiness, is as clear as that of a girl of nine-
teen, and her accounts and books are kept with
a correctness that is the admiration of depart-
mental inspectors.

In an interview Mrs. Limond said she became
postmistress at the request of Sir Rowland Hill.

I saw Sir Rowland twenty or thirty times,”
she said. ‘‘He promised to give me my first
lesson if I became sub-postmistress.

*In one of his fishing excursions on the River
Doon he arrived at this village, and not being
able to obtain food at the inn, he came here to
me.

““I got him some tea, and he said afterwards
it was the best meal he had ever had.”

She displayed a printed copy of the Postmaster-
General’'s—then the Duke of Argyll—annual
report. dated 1858, which Sir Rowland sent to
her when he was Secretary to the Post Office.
It was one of her most treasured possessions.

Mrs. Limond was appointed at a salary of £3
per annum, an] the Postmaster-General declares
that it is well f>r the Chancellor of the Exchequer
that she did not come under the *‘annual incre-
ment ” scale, or that *‘triennial revisions” were
not applicable during the whole of her service.

Evening News.

British Solomon Islands

MRgr. C. M. Woonrorp, Resident Commissioner
of these islands, was in Sydney last month on a
health visit. During his stay we had several
interviews, when the status of the new stamps was

discussed. Mr. Wood-
O i

ford informed us that
SN oo TECTORApy )

the Colonial Office and fG
the High Commissioner

of the Western Pacific A
had both given their
consent to the ijssue, A
and that the putting of |Ko¥
the stamps on an inter-
national basis was only
a matter of time—that
arrangements with the Federal Postal authorities
were progressing, and that it was only a question
of settling the proportionate payment for the
carriage of mail matter and a few other details.

Mr. Woodford also informed us that the stamps
had been printed by W. E. Smith, of this city
(one of our largest firms), but he was not satisfed
with them. There are 60 on each sheet. The
issue consists of 1000 sheets of each of the 4d.,
1d., 2d., 24d., and 5d. values, and 500 sheets
each of the 6d. and 1s. He has also been ac-
quainted with the fact that the colours of some of
the values are not in accordance with the Postal
Union requirements, which he intended to have
rectified when the present issue is exhausted, or
perhaps sooner.

He further informed us that he would never,
under any circumstances, sell British Solomon
Islands stamps at less than face value; he con-
sidered it a very reprehensible practice for a
governing body to do so.

The letter referred to in our April number is
postmarked ¢ Tulagi, Solomon Islands, Feby. 14,
1907,” and we believe this to be the date on
which they were first used.

The Australian Philatelist.

New Zealand Parcel-post Rates

WE have received the following from the General
Post Office :—

“In view of the large number of bulky
packets sent by parcel post to New Zealand,
and of the inadequacy of the existing rates of
postage on such parcels, it has become necessary
to raise the postage charged on parcels for New
Zealand exceeding 4ft. in length and girth com-
bined. The postage on parcels not exceeding
that size will remain unaltered. Thus, on and
from the 23th inst., the rates of postage payable
on parcels addressed to New Zealand will e as
follows : For a parcel not exceeding 4 ft. in length
and girth combined not over 3 lb. in weight 1s.,
over 31b. but not over 71b. 2s., over 71b. but not
over 111b. 3s.; for a parcel more than 4ft, but
not more than 6 ft. in length and girth combined—
not over 3lb. in weight 2s., over 3ib. but not
over 71ib. 3s., over 7Ib. but not over 111b, 4s.
In other respects the conditions of the service
will remain unaltered ; and the maximum length
of a parcel for New Zealand will be still 34 fi.”
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Gorrespondence

Lowden v. Plumridge

Dear SIr,—In reference to your report on the
case of Lowden v, Plumridge appearing in your
issue of 20 July, permit us to correct certain
material errors and omissions.

The plaintiff, whHe acknowledging he had full
knowledge of the conditions of sale, attempted to
set up a special arrangement made between him-
self and the defendants by which stamps purchased
would be held over from sale to sale and cleared
when they totalled a substantial amount, the
condition for the return of any stamp being still
available ; the defendants absolutely denied this.

In cross-examination Mr. Lowden admitted
that no such arrangement had been definitely
made, but alleged a practice had grown up of so
doing for his convenience.

No less a period than seven weeks elapsed
between the time of the purchase of the stamp in
question and the clearance of the lots ; the plaintiff
also acknowledged he had received requests for
the payment for and clearance of the lots during
this interval.

Editorial Notes

Editorial C tions,—All cc unications
intended for the Editor should be addressed to
Edward J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park,
Tunbridge Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has'

no time for direct correspondence. All letters re-
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head
of ¢*Answers to Correspondents.”

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to
the publishers as set out on the front page of
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but
never to the Editor.

Plaintiff did indeed state that the saleroom was
badly lighted by gas, but we should have given
evidence had the opportunity arisen (which it did
not), that a special point has always been made
of having a good light, obtained by a large
number of high-voltage electric lights.  Also, in
the viewing-room, where plaintiff admitted his
buyer examined stamps carefully prior to sale,
a very good light is obtained from three very large
windows, and when that fails, five high-voltage
electric lights.

Your reporter omitted to state that His Honour
in giving judgment did not call on the defendants,
thus preventing us from being able to fully refute
all the charges Mr. Lowden was pleased tomake.
We had several witnesses of high standing there,
and were quite prepared to meet the charges and
show how entirely groundless they were, but to
our great regret we did not have the opportunity.

Apologizing, sir, for taking up so much of your
valuable space, we remain,

Yours olediently,
Prumrince & Co.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are
now prepared to supply special covers for binding
the numbers of Vol. IV of Gibbons Stamp Weekly
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at 1s. 6d.,
post-free,

Bound Volumes.—Vol. I. January to June, 190§,
including the rare early numbers. 400 pages.
10s. 9d., post-free. Vol. II. July to December,
1905. 444 pages, price 4s. od., post-free. Vol. III,
January to June, 1906. 420 pages, price 4s. gd.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp (Weekly

Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL

A popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the
general collector, #nd more especially for
beginners and young collectors.

WEEKLY CONTENTS.
The Countries of the World.
By Ed. ]. Nankivell.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.

New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus-
trated,

Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
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Gossip of the Mour

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
New Zealand 6d., reduced size

HE reduced-size 6d. of the New Zea-
land Waterlow series is an interesting
stamp.

In the first place, it is engraved not by
Waterlow, but our old friends Messrs.
Perkins Bacon and Co.

And in the second place it is not a mere
reproduction in a smaller size, for it is re-
drawn with modifications, and I am not
inclined to consider the modifications as
improvements.

Here are the two stamps side by side.

It will be noted that the principal devia-
tions from the original are in the ornaments
over the name of the colony, and over the
line of the label which encloses the word
SIXPENCE.

The New Zealand Pictorial Series

THi1s New Zealand Pictorial Series, by the
way, despite all that has been written, is one
of the most interesting series of stamps that
have been produced in these later years of
stamp collecting, and if any collector wants
to specialize with a single series | strongly
recommend it, for I know of none more full
of interesting and intelligible varieties.

First came the original first issue printed
by the engravers, Waterlow and Sons, in
London.

Then the firs colonial prints, printings
made in the colony under the supervision of
skilled English printers sent out with the
plates by Waterlow, and distinguished from
the London prints more by the large perf. 1t

than by any anticipated roughness in the
printing.

Next the double-lined watermark N Z,
with many minor variations in the 3d. and
1d. values ; then the single-lined N Z, perf.
11 ; and lastly the same perf. 14.

There have also been changes of designs
from one value to another, and reductions of
designs.

Shades are abundant in some of the values,
notably in the 1d,, 3d,, 4d., 5d., 6d., and 1s.;
and some of these shades, especially the 5d,,
sepia, of the Waterlow printing, the yellow-
green 6d. of the first colonial prints, and
the well-known fiery blood-red 1Is., single-
lined N Z, perf. 11. The 1s. is probably the
most prolific of all the values in striking
gradations of shades.

New Zealand 6d., original size, perf. 14
THERE seems to be an opinion abroad that
the 6d., perf. 14, which, after a very short life,
was superseded by the reduced -size 6d.,
will be a scarce stamp. Already the price has
been advanced from 8d. to 2s.; even in its
very short life it has yielded three distinct
shades, all more or less of a rose-carmine.
Some of us have been calling the later
printings of the 6d. a pink, but I am inclined
to think them a rose-carmine. What does
my old friend Mr. Warhurst, who is an
authority on colours, call it ?

New Zealand : Worn Plates

BuT was there ever such an example in
modern printing of the worn plate as may
be found in some of the printings of the
Universal Penny Postage stamp of New
Zealand? In some of the copies in my
collection all the finer lines have entirely
disappeared, leaving only the name of the
colony, the darker drapery of the female
figure, and the value. These stamps are
printed in such large numbers that the
plates wear out rapidly, and the cost of new
steel plates, a considerable item, is naturally
put off as long as possible; hence the
terribly worn plates.
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Trinidad Current Plates

SOME day we shall recognize the two plates
in the current series of Trinidad. One
authority, I note, describes the later printings
as worn plates, but the difference he notes is
not the result of worn plates. The printings
for the limited demand of Trinidad could
hardly result in worn plates after the New
Zealand fashion, and Messrs. De La Rue and
Co. are the last people in the world to print
from a plate showing wear. The difference
results from a retouch. In plate 1 the lines
of the background were evenly strong. In
plate 2 some of the lines have been thinned
to give distance to the horizon ; hence the
cleared or worn appearance of the current
type.

The Breitfuss Collection

I HAVE had a peep into a few of the volumes
of the celebrated Breitfuss Collection, and it
made my lips water for many of the gems.
Grand old stamps in grand condition. Mr.
Breitfuss is evidently a “condition crank,”
like yours truly, but on a larger scale. Most
of his specimens are up to high-water mark.
I do not quite like the arrangement of the
pages; but the lack of systematic and artistic
arrangement of the specimens is no doubt
due to the fact that he collected in albums
with fixed leaves.

Essays and Proofs

Butr the one thing that impressed me
more than anything else in the Breitfuss
Collection was the wealth of Essays and
Proofs, of which Mr. Breitfuss has evidently
always been a diligent collector. I have
seen many rich collections, but excepting
Lord Crawford’s, never one sorich in glorious
Proofs and Essays. If some kind friend,
or even some malicious enemy, would only
send around the hat for me, I could spend
quite a little fortune in Breitfuss Essays and
Proofs of a few of my favourite countries,
for | am a great lover of such trifles. To
my mind they are to a stamp collection
what a really good ifitroduction, @ /z Charles
Dickens, istoa book. They exhibit the striv-
ings of designer and engraver for an ideal,
and many of the Essays tell the story of the
rejection of the ornate, and therefore ex-
pensive, in favour of the commonplace.

Reputation tells

ONE wonders in looking through this vast
collection how Mr. Breitfuss, far away in
Russia, managed to secure so many of these
necessarily scarce Essays and Proofs, and
then one remembers what must be the ex-
planation. He must have been known
amongst the stamp dealers of the world as
an omnivorous and wealthy collectior of these
unconsidered trifles. Hence, when a dealer
came across a rare Essay or Proof, it went, of

course, to Breitfuss. Such are the need and
the value of establishing a great reputation.

I would fain establish a similar reputation,
but, alas! *‘there’s a divil of a hole in me
pocket.”

Club Sheet Protectors

ACCORDING to the Stamp Collector’s Fort-
nightly, Mr. Hebblethwaite, of 92 Park
Grove, Hull, has patented a sheet with a
series of holes to check the fraudulent sub-
stitution of stamps on club sheets. The
stamps are hinged over the holes, and then
the owner stamps his initials at the back,
thus permitting part of the letters to fall on
the back of the stamp and part on the sheet.

But who cares to have even used stamps
smeared over with initials? It certainly
would be fatal in the case of unused stamps.
Mr. Hebblethwaite must set to work to think
of something better.

The Turkish Remainders

HEARING that specimens of the seventeen
million remainders of old Turkish stamps
soon to be auctioned were to be seen at the
various Turkish Embassies, I made my way
a few days since to the Embassy in Portland
Place, V., and presented my card. I ex-
pected to see no end of Turks, and I even
cast a sly glance round for indications of a
harem, but a rotund English, butler-like
chap said, “This way, please, Mr. Cornelius,”
and ushered me into a drawing-room which
was decorated with a fine marble bust of King
Victor Emmanuel 11 of Italy. I was shown
a foolscap book into which were pasted
sundry Turkish stamps, commencing with
the issue of 1865 ; but there were none of
those favourites of my youth, the first issue,
with the mysterious strip of coloured paper
at the bottom of the stamp.

Seventeen millions ought to go round
cheap, so cheaply that some of us * poorer
relations” may be able to make a decent
collection of the wily Turk. If they come
down to the rate of the Swiss issue of
1881-2, I am a buyer—see, Mr. Abdul?

Speculation in Gibraltars

ACCORDING to Ewew's Stamp Weckly the
speculators have been at it again ; this time
it is the 23d., lilac and black on blue, on
multiple paper, which, according to Ewen
consisted of 200 sheets of 120 each. Local
speculators, he tells us, secured 75 sheets.
As a printing of 6000 copies of a new stamp
does not go far amongst the regular cus-
tomers for new issues, the speculators in this
instance seem pretty safe.

‘Their Leetle Peculiarities

WE have all got our leetle peculiarities, but
according to the Monthly Journal the re-
cently issued Solomon Islands stamps have
got more than their share. In the July
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number two whole pages, four solid columns,
are devoted to a detailed description of those
leetle peculiarities. But my weary friends
may take note of the consolatory comment
that the compiler of these same leetle pecu-
liarities does “ not consider any of the varie-
ties worthy of mention in a catalogue.” For
these, and such other mercies, let us be de-
voutly thankful.

The Microscopic Philatelist

THE microscopic philatelist, like other
curiosities in creation, has his uses. [ may
even go so far as to say that he is eminently
useful —behind the scenes.

But the difficuity is to keep him in his
place behind the scenes.

When he devotes his superabundant
energies to the localization of flaws on a
sheet he is a very useful member of the
philatelic fraternity.

For instance, say you get a rare variety of a
surcharge on approval for a fiver instead of
paying Gibbons 430 for it, and you pass it
round the screen to the microscopist and he
returns it with the information that thisvariety
s No. 22 on the sheet, and that No. 22 hasa
break in the frame in the top right corner,
and a defective “0” in the word TWO in
the bottom label, and that your stamp, having
neither of those flaws, although the surcharge
is a splendid imitation, must nevertheless
be a forgery, he settles all doubt. That is
the unquestionable use of the microscopic
philatelist.

When he insists on flooding the Catalogue
with his microscopic varieties he develops
into an intolerable nuisance.

If we could weed out of our Gibbons all
the microscopic varieties that have been
sneaked into it by the microscopist, phila-
telists generally would be grateful,

Specialist ». Microscopist

THE true specialist is not in favour of the
cataloguing of microscopical varieties, though
he is often blamed for their inclusion. If
only for selfish purposes, he prefers their
remaining generally unknown. They are his
safeguard against the forger, and he is not
anxious to coach the forger through all the
leetle peculiarities of his special rarities.

Unnecessary Varieties

I AM not sure that our Gibbons will not some
day find it advisable to have a strong com-
mission of advice in the matter of these same
microscopical varieties, and if they ever do
1 feel sure that the weight of opinion will be
strongly in favour of unburdening the Cata-
logue in many directions.

Though a specialist, I pray fervently, and
almost daily, for the wholesale removal of
the Pietersburg rubbish from the Transvaal
list, for the greater simplification of the
New Zealand printings of 1901, and for the
removal of many another stumbling-block to
straightforward collecting.

Portraits on Stamps

By BOSWELL JUNIOR
United States of America—continued

Andrew Jackson, seventh President of the
United States, was born on the border be-
tween North and South Caro-
lina on 15 March, 1767. His
father, Andrew Jackson, emi-
grated to America from Car-
rickfergus, on the north coast
of Ireland, in 1765. He died
some two years afterwards,
just a few days before the
birth of his son Andrew, in
the historic log cabin which was situated
within a quarter of a mile of the boundary
between the two Carolinas.

Andrew Jackson’s early years were spent
in South Carolina, where he received an
elementary education which consisted chiefly
of the “three R’s.” When he was thirteen
years of age he saw something of the horrors
of war, for he was present when Sumter
surprised and destroyed a British regiment.

His mother and two of his brothers died
from hardships sustained in the war. These
dread happenings, coupled with many suffer-
ings which he had to undergo, sowed the
seed of that hatred for the British in Jack-
son’s heart which long years could not eradi-
cate,

At the age of eighteen years he entered a
lawyer’s office in Salisbury and began a
rollicking, horse-racing, card-playing career.
Three years later he became public prosecu-
tor for the western district of North Caro-
lina, now the state of Tennessee. In this
office Jackson gained a great experience of
the Indians, who kept the settlers in a con-
tinual state of alarm until they were effect-
ually suppressed in 1793. At Nashville
Jackson met Mrs. Robards, the wife of
Captain Lewis Robards, and the daughter
of Colonel John Donelson, a Virginian sur-
veyor. Robards was one of the most jealous
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and tyrannical of men. Jackson was noted
for a romantic and chivalrous respect for
the female sex, which homage was uncon-
sciously rendered to Mrs. Robards. Her
husband’s unreasonable and unfounded jeal-
ousy led in the long run to his taking the
first steps towards a divorce. Jackson, be-
lieving that a divorce had been granted,
went to Natchez, where Mrs, Robards then
lived with her mother, and married her
(1791). The divorce was consummated in
1793. and Jackson had the marriage cere-
mony performed again. Forty years of
happy wedlock followed, which was ended
only by the death of Mrs. Jackson in 1831,

In 1796 Jackson was chosen as the single
representative in Congress of the new state
of Tennessee. Two years later he was
appointed judge in the Supreme Court of
Tennessee, and held the office for six years.
Then the pressure of private affairs com-
pelled him to devote tis whole attention to
his plantations, In this he was noted for
his fair and honourable dealing, so much so
that a note with his name on it was con-
sidered as good as gold.

He was, however, of a very passionate
disposition, which often caused trouble with
his fellow-citizens. He fought several duels,
in one of which he came very near to losing
his life. \When war was declared against
Great Britain, in 1812, he offered his services
with those of 2500 men. Jackson had few
opportunities during this war. Early in the
campaign he became the idol of his troops,
and his sturdy self-reliance won for him the
nickname of “Old Hickory.”

The year 1813 saw the Americans engaged
with a fresh foe. The Creek Indians, under
Tecumseh. made war on the south-western
states. Fort Mims, on the borders of
Alabama, was attacked, and some 4oo
men, women, and children were massacred.
Forces were at once raised. Jackson arose
from a sick-bed to take the field at the head
of 2500 men. Now for the first time Jackson
had full scope for. his wonderful military
capacity, his sleepless diligence, untiring
patience and skill in leading men. He 1t
was who struck the blow at Tallapoosa
which destroyed the last remnant of Indian

ower. His maxim in war was, “ Unul all
1s done nothing is done.”

In 1814 Jackson became a major-general
in the regulars, and was entrusted with the
defence of the Southern States, upon which
an attack was being premeditated by the
British. New Orleans became the centre
of opposing forces. Sir Edward Pakenham,
Wellington’s brother-in-law, with 12,000 men,
marched to the attack. Jackson defended
with such success that in less than half an
hour the British were in full retreat. Packen-
ham was among the slain. Jackson became

at a bound the foremost man in the United
States.

Florida had at this time become a nest of
outlaws. Spain was quite unable to preserve
order. Robbery and murder were rampant.
Jackson was sent to restore order. He set
at naught the orders of his own Govern-
ment, seized Spanish towns, and executed
two British prisoners on insufficient evidence.
Spain and Great Britain accepted his ex-
planations. In 1819 Florida was purchased
from Spain. Jackson was appointed Governor
of Florida in 1821. Three years later he was
brought forward as the Democratic candi-
date for the presidency, but was defeated by
Adams. In 1828 he became President. His
term of office was marked by two great
struggles. Southerner and Democrat though
he was, he was passionately attached to the
cause of the Union. When therefore South
Carolina refused to accept a lowered tariff
on the ground that it was not low enough,
and prepared to resist, Jackson publicly
announced that the Union must be preserved
at all hazards, and at once prepared for the
war which threatened, but which happily

! was rendered unnecessary.

Jackson’s other great struggle was against
the National Bank. He opposed the re-
newal of its charter, partly on the ground of
the old democratic hostility to central insti-
tutions, partly on alleged mismanagement
and corruption. The result of Jackson’s
veto deprived the Bank of its character as
a public institution, and led finally to its
downfall. His second term of office came
to an end in 1837. He died at his home,
Tshe Hermitage, near Nashville, on 8 June,
1845.

THE IMPROVED
POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM, No. 0

One Hundred and Tenth Thousand.

The best and largest Shilling Album ever
published.

176 large pages. Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48
extra pages added in this edition without extra
charge.

All the Geographical and Historical Notes
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-
issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cay-
man Isles, Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been
added.

At the top of each page there is the name of the
country, and a mass of valuable information, in-
cluding date when Stamps were issued, population,
area, reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of
proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the
book is bound in a superior manner in art cloth.

The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate
Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis
with each Album. There is also an illustrated
Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices
attached that we pay for each. Price, bound in
handsome art cloth, post-free, 1s. 3d.”

Stanley Gibboans. Ltd..
291 Straad, London, W.C.
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Stamp Designs:

A CGomparison of Ancient and Meodern

By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

WRITER in the Stamp Collector's |

Muagazine for February, 1863, says:

“We cannot congratulate the designer
of our penny and twopenny stamps on the
display of any taste. Compared with some
since issued they are simply hideous.”
Later, in the same article, this somewhat
captious critic observes: ‘' After the queer
shilling Victoria and the South Australian,

our British penny would get the prize for
ugliness ; for the old penny Van Diemen’s

»
Land and the curious native Mauritius im-
pressions have a sort of barbaric beauty.”
With this opinion modern collectors will
“agree to differ,” for the British and South
Australian stamps illustrated are generally
recognized as being of a much higher stand-
ard of beauty and elegance than the other

specimens referred to.
Many philatelists openly avow their pre-
erence for a stamp of the type of the 3s.

Falkland Islands rather than one of the
classic simplicity of the British 1d., black.

The comparison, however, is hardly a fair
one, for, from a pictorial point of view, it is
much easier to get finer results from a stamp
of larger size than one of the ordinary shape.

Another point to be considered is that of
colour, which usually has a big effect on the
pleasing or other appearance of a design.
Many stamps that look quite commonplace
when printed in one colour would look
positively handsome if they were allotted
a different colour. The 1d., black, of Great
Britain has a much more striking appear-
ance than the stamp issued the following
year in red, though Doth are of precisely
identical design, and were printed from the
same plates.

Some of the early stamps produced by
the skill of local artists are dreadful atroci-
ties, and even in those localities where the
modern standard of stamp art is not high,
it must be admitted that the present labels
are far superior to the old ones. Take the
stamps of Victoria as an instance. The

Ve
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current designs are hardly things of beauty,
but they show a great improvement on the
first issues. Or, examine the stamps of
Sweden, and it will be shown that the
modern designs are much prettier than that
in vogue in 1833. | am, of course, referring

L]
p15
FYRA S

strictly to a comparison of the designs on
the score of beauty, for no one will gainsay
that in philatelic snferest the very crudity
and quaintness of many of the old stamps
makes them unapproachable for purposes of
specialist study and collection.

Even the crudity of some of the old de-
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signs is to be preferred to the tawdriness of
their modern representatives, as witness the
early Mauritius compared with the current
set,

FPOST FAID iy

Again, I think it will be admitted that
the roughly produced Sydney Views or
laureated heads of New South Wales are
preferable to the insipid designs now in use

{POSTACE Io.

ija

s)

on the “ Commonwealth” od., appropriately
christened the *‘Grocery girl” by a well-
known Indian philatelist. :

57 POSYACE |

In some countries it seems that postage-
stamp art has retrograded instead of show-
ing any improvement with the march of
time. It is strange that this should be the
case with an artistic nation like the French,
but there can be mo doubt that the first
“Ceres” design is vastly superior to the
“Peace and Commerce,” ** Olivier Merson,”
“Sower,” or other types of recent date.

. Another continental country that has not
improved its stamps with time is Belgium,
for the set of 1865 compares more than
favourably with the commonplace labels

now in use. This may, however, be due to
the fact that the former were designed and
the plates made in London, while the latter
are purely local productions.

T SR DNENC

Rl BESTELLEN T INDAL )

Portraits have been, and even now are,
the most usual form of design chosen for
postage stamps, and from many points of
view they are the most suitable. Yet we
philatelists ought to be thankful that pictonial
designs have been largely used in many
places, for they add enormously to the
pleasure and interest of collecting. If one’s
album were nothing more than a portrait
gallery a good deal of its charm would be lost.
Though most pictorial stamps suffer from the
smallness of the space into which the view has
to be crowded, it must be admitted that the
majority of them are real works of art on a
small scale. If on no other point, they are to
be highly commended for the pleasure and
knowledge a study of their designs brings.
Think of the interest engendered by the
study of scenic views such as those on the

Congo Free State and on the 1d. Jamaica of
1900; or the knowledge of natural history

obtained by the study of zoological subjects
(which formed the subject of an article in



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

87

the last volume of G.S.W.) as depicted on
the stamps of Liberia, New South Wales,
French Guinea, etc. ; the pleasure of dipping
into mythological and legendary lore as is
necessary for the proper understanding of

OAYMPIAKGL ArNDNEL
R )

such designs as those of the current issue of
Greece and the first issue of China ; and the
intelligent interest that must be taken in
the native races of humanity as shown on
such stamps as those of the Congo Free
State and North Borneo.

A comparnison of most of these with the
earlier issues of the same countries will prove
that the modern stamps not only show an
improvement in designs, but are much to be
preferred on the score of interest.

An excellent method of comparing ancient
and modern designs is to take the portrait of
some particular ruler in its various forms as
shown on different postage stamps. Our

never-to-be-forgotten gracious Sovereign, the
late Queen Victoria, early in whose glorious

reign penny postage became an accomplished
fact, was portrayed on some thousands of
stamps, and we cannot do better than study
afew of these. The portraits shown on those
stamps produced by Messrs. Perkins Bacon
and Co., as the early Bahamas, are, of course,
beyond criticism, though the handsome por-
trait shown on the Nova Scotian stamps,
which were designed and printed by the
American Bank Note Co. of New York, are
equally as commendable.

But when we take the rough productions
of the 1854-5 issues of India, the barbaric

| MAURITIUS

representations on the early Mauritius, the
caricatures of Victoria and some of the
Queenslands, or the unpleasing reproductions

on the issues for the Niger Coast, we must
admit that the more modern designs as

[CYPRUS

displayed in such types as Cyprus and
Dominica, or even those of Ceylon and St.

Vincent, show a distinct improvement in
design. o .
Who will deny that there is distinct artistic
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merit in the current issues of Natal, British
Central Africa, Lagos, and most of the other
King’s Head stamps? They are certainly
admirably suited for modern needs, and are
of a wholesome, workmanlike appearance.
All things considered, therefore, 1 think
it will be agreed that time and the know-
ledge gained by experience have resulted in
a distinct improvement in the designs of
modern stamps collectively as compared

Notes on the

with the average specimens of Philately’s
early days.

Breitfuss Gollection

By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS

HAVE great pleasure in announcing

that 1 have priced some of the earlier

volumes of this celebrated collection.
1 began with the British Colonials. The
following volumes are now ready and on
sale ; they will be sent on approval to clients
known to us or against satisfactory business
references.

VOLUME 1
West Indies, Nevis to Virgin Islands

In Nevis we have first of all a page of
essays and colour trials. Then come made-
up and uncut sheets of the first issues. In
the issue of 1861 there is a full plate of the
1d., unused, and part of the plate used;
4d., rose, a full plate, unused, and part of
plate used; 6d., grey-lilac, full plates un-
used and used ; 1s., green, part plate unused,
and full plate used. Of 1867, engraved,
perf. 15: 1d., red, full plate, unused; 4d.,
orange, a fine uncut sheet, with margins,
unused, with gum. This sheet was bought
from Moens in October, 1883, for 12s.; it is
now much rarer (as an uncut sheet) than
the 4d., lithographed, although in single
copies the lithographed, unused, are much
rarer than the engraved. It appears that
very few sheets of the,engraved were saved;
but when the lithographed were issued
eleven years later many more sheets were
kept entire. Of this engraved 4d. there is
also a reconstructed sheet, used ; 1s., blue-
green, part plate unused, and complete plate
used ; 1s., yellow-green, a part plate used.

1878. Lithographed: 1d., red, two shects,
unused, in different shades, and two sheets
nearly complete, used, as well as many single
copies and some of the retouches; 4d.,
orange, a part plate, unused, and a full
plate, used; 6d., grey, a very fine uncut
plate of twelve types, unused, and two single
copies, used ; Is., pale green, entire plate,
unused, and several copies used ; Is., deep
green, part plate, unused ; 1d,, litho., perf.
114, a complete plate, unused, and several

used copies. In the later issues the scarcer
varicties are the Provisionals of 1883 ; the
black surcharge is here unused, and both
the mauve and black surcharges are shown
used on portions of originals. both with
double surcharge. A great rarity in the later
issues is the I1s., lilac, on the original letter,
dated “ Nevis, Ju. 19. go.”

St. Kitts-Nevis.—There is an interesting
page of colour-trials, including some designs
with the middles gummed n to show the
effect of the middle being in various colours.

St. Christopher—A fine page of essays
and also some die-proofs, which curiously
enough are perf. 12. In the issued stamps
there are many old shades, some interesting
blocks and some scarce Provisional errors ;
e.g. the 1d., our type No. 6, on the 6d., green,
with double surcharge, and also a variety
which has not been catalogued by us, i.e. the
4d. on 6d., green, surcharge clearly double,
one figure “4” being quite distinct and
separate from the other ; this should come
in our Catalogue under No. 285. An in-
teresting envelope is one addressed to
London and franked by the 1d., Antigua,
perf. 14, postmarked “St. Kitt’s Mr. 14. go.”

St. Lucia.—Pairs and blocks of the old
issues with watermark Star and CC, and
many shades of the issues from 1865 to
1883.

St Vincent.—A very fine lot of stamps,
the unused in several shades, and generally
with several used copies. Here the old
prices paid by Mr. Breitfuss are very interest-
ing. I give a few examples of fine specimens
with full gum: 1s,, indigo, cost 3s. gd., its
price is now gos.; the Is., brown, bought
from Moens, in 1881, for 3s., now priced at
9os. ; Is., violet-rose, bought from Salzer for
7s. 6d., in 1882, its value to-day is £26; the
ss., rose-red, watermark Star, bought from
Whitfield King for 8s., in 1881, its value
to-day is £14; 4d. on Is., vermilion, bought
from Dr. Viner for 10s., in 1881, its value
now is £zo.
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Tebago.—There is practically everything,
unused and used, in shades. The f1,
watermark C C and full gum, bought
from Moens for 28s., its value is now ,{gxs.
There are also some interesting errors in
double surcharges, etc.

Tyinidad.—There is quite a good lot of
this much-sought-for country. Firstly must
be noted a beautiful specimen of the * Lady
McLeod” ; the letter was sent in 1847, but
the stamp missed the obliteration, and it is
the most perfect unused copy that I have
ever seen ; there is also a used copy ; 1851,
this issue is very strong, there are many
shades, unused, and most of the used are in
pairs and singles, The blue lithographed
stamps, 1852 to 1860, are represented by no
fewer than twenty-three copies; many of
them are exceedingly fine early impressions.
The later issues in the varieties of perfora-
tion and watermark are fairly complete,
although the unused might certainly be
stronger. Of the issues of 1896 to 1901
there is a considerable number of interesting
essays and trials of colours. In the essays
I notice several designs for the 3d. Provi-
sional, which [ do not think was ever issued.

Turks Isiands.—These stamps are exceed-
ingly fine ; there are many sheets and blocks
which could not be duplicated anywhere.
In the better things I note the 1s., 1873, lilac,
unused and used. In the Provisionals of
1881 there are two full sheets, each of thirty
stamps, of the 4d. on 1d. as well asa number
of singles and blocks; 24d. on 6d., black,
a fine block of four; 2id. on 1s, lilac, a
superb corner block of nine with full gum,
and showing different types of the surcharge,
also a pair showing two other types, and
several single copies; 24d. on Is., blue, a
vertical strip of three from the right-hand
side of the sheet, the lower corner stamp
being the rare variety with the thick “1” and
narrow “2” in the fraction ; 21d. on 1d., red,
both types unused; 4d. on 1d., red, both
types unused and used ; 4d. on t1s, lilac, a
fine horizontal pair, unused and used on part
of original.

Virgin Islands.—An interesting page of
essays, and a fine Jot of the early stamps,
unused and used.

VOLUME 11
British Colonies in North America

In my opinion this is the finest volume of
the whole collection. It has been very in-
teresting to me to buy back so many “old
friends.” My readers will remember that I
had on sale in 1896-8 the beautiful collec-
tion formed by Mr. Fred Ayer, of Bangor,
Maine, U.S.A. The late Mr. Theodore
Notthafft, of St Petersburg, was a great
lover of the stamps of British North America,
and he bought very extensively; the result
is that once more I have many of the finest
items from that celebrated collection.

In Canada there are several pages of
essays and colour-trials ; many of them are,
I think, of great rarity. Of theissued stamps
there is a magnificent lot of beautiful speci-
mens of great rarities. | have space for
mentioning only a few of the best: 1851,
laid paper, two of the 3d., unused; two of
the 6d., unused ; 12d., superb unused, and
two fine used ; 6d., on wove paper, five un-
used, and a number used, including several
pairs, some on letters. Of the 6d., green,
and the 1od., blue, there is a number of
superb copies, most of the unused with full
gum, and some pairs of each on letters.
The 6d., perforated, four unused, and one
used; a rare item is half of the 6d.,
perforated, used on letter for a 3d. stamp.
Of the later issues there is a magm-
ficent lot of shades unused; eg. in the
10 c., 1859, there are no fewer than sixteen
unused, including the 10 c., black-brown,
with gum.  Of the errors of 1859, i.e. stamps
issued imperf. accidentally, I note the 5 c.
and 12} c., both used, with large margins,
and singles and pairs of stamps of the other
values, generally with full gum. There is
also a number of bisected stamps of the
pence and cents issues, used for half their
values.

British Columbia.—j c., rose, imperf., two
copies, one being used on onginal letter;
10 c., imperf., two unused, and a pair and a
single used. The later issues in both per-
forations are complete, used and unuscd,
including a number of pairs and stamps on
original letters.

Nova Scotia.—This opens with a couple
of pages of essays and a set of reprints;
then come some beautiful pages of the old
stamps; e.g. 6d., green, thrce copies un-
used ; four single copies used, and a strip of
four and a block of four of the 6d.. yellow-
green. Of the 1s. there is one fine copy
unused, and three used, with another copy
used on original letter, but unfortunately
pen-stroked. There are about fifteen entire
envelopes franked by bisected stamps in
many combinations.

New Brunswick.—These stamps are per-
haps even finer than those of Nova Scotia.
There is a page of essays, a set of the re-
prints, and in the Is. stamps two unused
and four used, one on portion o original
letter ; then comes a number of bisected
stamps on letters, including that extreme
rarity the Is., bisected diagonally, and used
for a sixpenny rate. Of the celebrated Con-
nell stamp there are two copies, and a proof
on thick paper.

Prince Edward Island.—Here are some
extremely rare essays and trials taken from
the die before the name or the value had
been put in. There is a nice lot of the later
issues, the rarities, perf. 9, being exception-
ally fine. Bisections of Prince Edward
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Island are especially rare, and here we have
some of the rarest varieties known.
Newfoundland.—One of the finest pages
in the volume is that devoted to the scarlet-
vermilion and orange-vermilion stamps. I
must say that I have never seen a finer lot
in one collection. Of the former there is
a full set, unused ; the rare 4d. and 6d. are
superb copies with large margins. There
are two shades of the 1s, with full gum and
large margins, and there is also almost a
complete double set, used. In the orange-

vermilion there are three copies of the 4d., !

unused, one being of superb colour and
with full gum ; three of the 6d., unused, two
being fine, with gum; and one of the I1s,,
unused, a specimen with exceedingly large
margins and brilliant colour. In the used
orange-vermilion there are three copies of
the 1s., and of course a number of the com-
moner values. In the later issues there are
many interesting blocks, and in the bisected
stamps the best thing doubtless is half of
the 1s., scarlet-vermilion, used as a 6d.

Mr. Breitfuss included in this volume the
Confederate States of America. In the ex-
tremely interesting * Local” issues used
during the Civil War there are many good
things and some exceedingly fine ones,
which came mostly from the Ayer Collection,
I think. The stamps are unusually interest-
ing, as they were collected mainly on the old
envelopes, and in that form they are cer-
tainly to be appreciated highly. Thereare :(—

Athens.—Three copies of the 5 c., plum.

Baton Rouge.—Two of the § c., carmine
and green.

Charleston.—Three of the § c., blue, and
a number of envelopes of the 5 ¢, 5c.+35c,
including a used copy dated from Charles-
ton, September 3, 1861.

Lenotr.—Two of the s c.

Memphis.—2 c., blue, used on letter, and
many shades of the common § c.

Mobile.—2 c., black, unused, and three
used.

Nashville.—About fifteen copies, the best
being a very nice spe¢imen of the 10 c,
green, on bluish paper.

Petersburg.—Four copies on letters.

Tellico Plains.—~Two of the 5 c.

Danville.—A fine 5 c.

There are also many other commoner
“Locals” and a number of letters franked
by stamps used during the war, with a fine
lot of shades of the general issues.

VOLUME 111
Mauritius, Natal, etc.

This is a very valuable volume, and it
contains the greatest rarity in the collection ;
this is the 1d., red, POST OFFICE. Of the
other native Mauritius there are about one
hundred copies, three partly remade plates

of the 1d,, red, and three of the 2d., blue;
there are many early specimens such as can
be met with only seldom nowadays. There
are four of the large fillet, 1859 ; of the
small fillet there are two, unused, one being
very early, and a number of singles and
pairs of this stamp. Of the Greek-border
stamps there are two pennies, unused, and a
pair and two singles, used. Of the other
1ssues the best stamp is the Britannia, Is,
dark green, perforated, unused, with gum,
but with some of the perforations clipped
off. In the later issues are most of the
“errors” with double and inverted sur-
charges.

Seychelles.—Here is a good lot, with prac-
tically all the errors, e.g. inverted and double
surcharges, and in one case even a triple
surcharge of the 18 c. on 43.

Natal,—A big lot of the 1857 issue, native
prints on a kind of blotting-paper ; no fewer
than thirty-nine copies, with five of the 6d.,
green, three of the gd., and three of the 1s,,
and a pair of the 3d., printed ¢éle-béche.
Unluckily many of these stamps are in poor
state, very few being really fine. The sur-
charged stamps are interesting ; there are
six of the rare 1s., and many errors in the
later issues.

Sierra Leone.—A very nice lot; many
good shades, and a page of interesting
proofs and essays.

St Helena.—A good lot of the early
stamps in pairs, blocks, and scarce shades.

British South and Central Africa.—Al-
most complete, showing many errors.

Madagascar.—A good set of the large
stamps 1n all the colours.

VOLUME 1V
New South Wales

A valuable volume, as Mr. Breitfuss plated
everything that could be plated. In the
Sydney Views there are remade sheets
of all the values in every plate, about three
hundred copies altogether. The 1d. stamps
are exceptionally fine, with a number of
beautiful pairs. There are only about six
copies unused, as Mr. Breitfuss never had
the chance to acquire many of them.

The Laureated stamps also have all been
plated, and the different 1d., 2d., and 3d.
stamps are all nearly complete. Of the 6d.
there are three plates, Plate I being in
brown and in black-brown, and the re-en-
graved arranged only in one colour ; these
three plates are nearly complete, and are an
exceptionally fine lot of a stamp which is
certainly increasing in value. Of the rare
8d., orange, there are only about a dozen.
The square stamps, 1854-60, are a good lot,
both imperf. and perf., the set perf. 12,
unused, being especially worthy of attention.
The issues 1871 to 1885 are distinctly poor.
Mr. Breitfuss apparently did not pay much
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attention either to the watermarks or to the
perforations in this interesting and difficult
series. Thus there are very few rare items
in this section. The O.S. stamps are fairly
good, with few of the rarities. The Tele-
graph stamps are complete, including the
very rare high values.

VOLUME V
Victoria

This is an exceptionally fine lot, and [ con-
sider it the best of the Australian volumes in
the Breitfuss Collection. The first-type
stamps are very strong indeed. There are
many rare unused varieties and a magnifi-
cent lot of used in all three values. This is
a difficult lot to describe ; but they are well
worthy of the attention of the most advanced
collector. As showing the strength of this
issue, | may mention there are seven copies
in varying shades of the 2d., fine border and
fine background. In the following issues we

find in the 2d., Queen on throne, that plates
have been made of the engraved and litho-
graphed, used, and in the unused stamps an
attempt has been made to replate, there
being no fewer than twenty specimens of
the 2d., engraved, and twenty-four of the
2d., lithographed. This is one of the best
lots we have ever seen, The issues of 1857
to 1861 are very strong, and include a fine
lot of unused. The ‘“emblems” are fairly
good ; there are about twenty unused, and
a large number of used. We find a new
variety to be chronicled ; i.e. the 4d., Em-
blems, no watermark, perf. 12, laid vertically,
instead of being laid horizontally. This
should come in as a new variety under the
number of “67&” in our Catalogue. In the
later issues 1 can speak only of a few
things ; thus, the 4d., beaded oval, water-
mark *“ Five shillings,” unused. In the 6d.,
blue, 1871, there is a great rarity, the error
watermark double-line *2.”

Forgeries and Reprints

How to Deteet Them

By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE
BRITISH GUIANA—continued

Issueof 1852., 1 c.,, magenta
Genuine. — Lithographed (?), in black, on
thick, magenta-faced, white wove paper, unper-
— — forated. The catalogues call
i the colour ‘“magenta” ; but
| CENT. | I should ralhegr name it
‘‘crimson.” The 1 of 1
CENT has no head-stroke;
the ¢ forms part of a circle ;
both upper limbs of the E
are almost exactly of equal
length. The line, in the
shield, forming the bottom of
the sea, if prolonged right
and left, would cut well into
theBof BRITISH andthelast Aof GUIANA. Thetail
of the Q of QUE hangs straight downwards; and the
vertical stroke of the P of PATIMUS, if prolonged
downwards, would pass between the letters vi of
vicissiM.  The s of this latter word stands
exactly centrally under the U, and the stop after
it stands centrally under the s of paTIMUS. The
outer frame of the stamp is much thicker all
round than even the thickest part of the outline
of the shield. To the left of the ship are two
forts, close together ; the right-hand one showing
three battlements; the other displaying four, with
three loop-holes for cannon. The masts of the
large ship slope zery much to the right, so that
the central mast, i prolonged upwards, would
pass almost clear to the right of the T of cENT
above it. There is a 727y thin, light-coloured
streak, along the centre of the hull, so thin that
it can hardly be traced the whole length of the
vessel. To the right of the vessel, and apparently

BAMUS PATIMUS
JQUE VIGISSIM .

at a great distance in the offing, there is a three-
masted ship, small, but perfectly distinct.

Forged. —Lithographed, on thin, rather hard,
smooth and shiny, magenta-faced white wove
paper. (This is rea/ly magenta.) The 1 has
evident traces of an oblique head-stroke ; the c of
CENT forms part of an oval, and shows a small
head, which 1s not the case with the genuine ; the
central tongue of the E is considerably shorter
than the upper limb. The linein the shield, repre-
senting the bottom outline of the sea, if prolonged
right and left, would a/most graze the R of BRITISH,
and pass quite clear between the N and last A of
GUIANA. The tail of the Q@ of QUE slopes
obliquely down to the right. The vertical stroke
of the P of PATIMUS, if prolonged downwards,
would pass almost centrally through the v of
vicissiM. The M of this latter word stands
centrally under the space between the letters us
of PATIMUS ; and the stop, which is zery faint, is
far to the right of the s of paTiMus. The outer
frame of the stamp is scarcely so thick as the
thickest part of the outline of the shield. The
point of the shield is above the space between the
letters PA of pPaTIMUS. To the left of the ship
there are two very faint buildings, the right-hand
one looking like a lighthouse, and much higher,
instead of lower, than the other. The masts of
the ship are almost upright ; so that the central
mast, i? rolonged upwards, would cut well into
the N olP CENT. There is a broad, and very
distinct light-coloured streak along the hull.
There is an extremely faint indication of a one-
masted vessel to the right of the large one, but
even in the microscope it is very indistinct.

-(To e comtinmed.)
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New Issues
By W.P.B.

I

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips,
391 Strand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful if readers would help him by furnishing the earliestpossible
information concerning issues of stamps new or projected. News from the colonies in particular will be much

appreciated. When p a sp should

y the information, and should be sent tothe above-

mentioned address.

Afghanistan.—Last year it was given out that
the use of postage stamps was to be discontinued
here, but evidently the new Amir has thought
better of the decision, for a new series is now
announced. We have seen one value which we
are told is 1 abasi. The design is engraved in
{aille-douce and appears to be that of a gateway
and flags. The shape is an upright rectangle,
and the used copy we examined was blue-green
and imperf. We understand the stamp also
exists with a kind of zigzag roulette. We hope
to illustrate and give further particulars later.

Neso type. (@) Imperf. () Zigzag roulelte.
Unused. Used.
s.d. s d

1 abasi, blue-green (a) . . . - —

ro, " ®. . . = —

British Guiana.—\We have seen the 60 c.,
with multiple wmk. and chalky surface.

Siip type. Multiple. Chalky.
Unused. Used.
5. d. s d
60 c., green and rosine . . - —

Dutch Indies.—The 23 gulden now current in
Holland exists either per?. 1111 or 11 all
round. This stamp was surcharged for use in
the Dutch Colonies. At present the Catalogue
only lists the provisional with the first perforation.
Mr. M. Z. Booleman shows us a copy perf. 11
all round, so consistency demands its inclusion in
the lists.

» -
Vv %

NED -INDIE

Stamp of Holland surcharged. Pes/. 11.
2} g. on 2k g., dull lilac (Becomes gqa).

Gibraltar,— Ewen’s Weekly (27.7.07) has in-
formation that the recent printing of 24d., lilac
and black on &/te¢, on multiple paper, only con-
sisted of 200 sheets (of 120 stamps each), of
which 75 sheets were bought up by local investors.
The stamp will be scarcer than we thought when
writing last week’s paragraph. Subscribers to
Gibbons” New Issuc Service will reap the advan-
tage, as all the boxes received this stamp at 15
per cent. over face, whilst the supply tor our
publishers’ retail trade was very limited.

Italy.—It is refreshing, in these days of
multitudinous issues for commemorative or
charitable purposes, to read of one that was pro-
jected being *“ nipped in the bud.” The Glornale
des Collezioniste of Rome (June, 1907) waxes en-
thusiastic about a suggestion (with design and
scheme complete) made by a minor postal ofticial,
to issue a special postage stamp to conmemorate
the centenary of the birth of Garibaldi, the festi-
vals for which have lately been held. Our
readers will doubtless be pleased to hear that the
Minister of Posts, Signor Schanzer, promptly re-
fused his permission. We understand efforts are
now to be made to have the design adopted for
a ““charity ” stamp, but let us hope to meet with
a like fate.

Kiautchou.—Another value has made its ap-
pearance on the watermarked paper.

Colonial type. Wk, Lozenges.
Unused. Used.
s d. s d
% dol., carmine . I -

Leeward Islands, —The D.B.Z. (11.7.07)
has been shown the 1d. in one colour.

King's Head, Ordinarypaper. Multiplewmk,
Unused. Used,
s d. s d

1d., carmine . . . . - —
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Mauritania.—A French firm lists three pro-
visional Postage Due stamps made by overprint-
ing the ordinary §¢c., 10 c., and 20 c. stamps of
1906 with a capital “T” in a triangle. This is not
a new device, nor confined to one country, but in
previous cases the alleged overprint has turned
out to be nothing more than a cancellation, and
we have little doubt that the same explanation
fits the present case. This section of the French
West Alrican territories was so little known when
its stamps were first announced, that it was quite
a job to get definite information from Paris as to
its location. Correspondents may not have cared
to risk good postage on letters to such hazy
whereabouts. Hence, possibly, the pressing need
of the alleged provisionals. No excuse exists for
overprinting now, as the colony is supplied with
a full set of Postage Due stamps of the very ugly
type peculiar to French West Africa.

Mauritius.—According to Messrs. Th. Cham-
pion and Co., the 1 rupee has appeared on
multiple C A paper. Several of the large-sized
stamps which formerly were on Crown CC have
been appearing lately on the multiple Crown C A
paper, and, seeing that the fresh supply of the
Barbados Nelson stamps came on the latter,
probably the old paper is now exhausted and the
object of the introduction of one paper for all
sizes of stamps is now being gradually attained.

Value in second colowr. Multiple wnk.
nused, Used.
s. d s d

1r., grey-black and carmine on g7y — -

Montenegro.—We illustrate the type of the
high values of the new series here.

It is interesting to note that the value is written
2 pare and 2 krune on the 2 p. and 2 k. re-
spectively, and referring to them we cull the fol.
lowing phiiological tit-bit from Ewen's Weckly
(13.7.07) :—

The spellings ‘‘ pare” and “ krune™ are not errors, but
really a survival of an old dual form. Modern grammar,
however, requires a noun to agree in number, gender, and
case with 1, but afte- 2, 3, and 4 it must be put in the
genitive singular, and after 5 in the genitive plural. Asin
feminine Serbian nouns the genitive plural is the same
as nominative singular, £rxna remains unchanged, but
2 drune requires genitive singular,

It is evident we must rub up our Slavonic to
keep pace with this, but we stili wait an answer
to our riddles propounded in the issue of 13 July.

Santander and Cucuta.—In our issue for
20 July we chronicled a jot of rubbish for this
department of Colombia. The sales must have
been good, or of great promise, notwithstanding
that our publishers did not deem the treasures
tempting at eight times face value, for we copy
from Le Journal de Philatelistes a still bigger
batch of similar things. Further comment is
needless ; but we cannot refrain from printing the
following verses from an eminent philatelic writer
apropos of the occasion. The Limerick season
must be our excuse, for we dare not in our humble
position criticize their intrinsic merit nor look this
philatelic *“ gift horse in the mouth.”

An album of stamps of Cucuta full
Could bardly be reckoned as beautiful ;
And surcharges are printed

In number unstinted
For reasons which seem quite inscrutable.

To do the same thing at Santander,

Was enough to raise any one's dander;
But they said, It's no use,
What is sauce for the goose

Is equally sauce for the gander.

(Or, What is sauce for Cucuse,

Is equally sauce for Santander.)

So why to the Strand should we pander?

Ta : a‘.'
Eaiae
Fmpmrunte

Stamps of Santander.

"

“
o
o

Lobibe b e _g
g

Medio Cvo., in #/ack, on so c., mauve .

UN 5 indlue, onap., black .
a s in black,on 1 p., blue .

2 Cvs., in red, on 5 c., yellow-green

2 Centavos, in 8lack, on s c., blue-green

2 s n green, on 10 ¢., FOSE

2 . in black, on 20 c., green .

2 » in é/ue, on 5 p., rose . .

2z, in black, on 10 p., carmine

2 in green, on 10 p., red

Medio centavo, in dlack, on so c., red

(Type 31) N -
Stamps of Cucuta.

Medio Cvo., in red, on so c., lilac .

Un » 0 Alack, on 1 c., black —
M v in blue, on 1 p., yellow -
» ”» ,» OnIp,mauve . -

2 Cvs. » OR 5C, green on

yellow . -

2 Centavos, in é/ue, on 10 c., brown on
low .

ye X e e e e . —
2 Centavos, in &lack,on 20¢., chocolate  —

South Australia.—Our publishers have re-
ceived a supply of the 4d., green, small-sized
stamps, and the 6d., blue-green, long type, both
on Commonweazlth paper, with the Crown and
single-line A wmk. peculiar to South Australia.
It is interesting to recall that this wmk. was at
first supposed to be the one that was to be used
for all the Commonwealth issues, but there have
since been several types. The paper for the §d.
value is fully described in the .)/. /. (May, 1905),
and G.S.W. (10.6.05), and the arrangement of
the sheets in the M. /. for February, 1906. As
pointed out in the A7 /. for September, 1906, the
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error AUSTRLAIA no longer exists in the marginal
inscription, and there is a serial number in black
as well as in red in the upper right-hand margin
of each sheet. The 6d. sheets are made up of two
panes of thirty (three rows of ten), one above the
other, with a narrow blank space between the
two. The sheets are enclosed in a frame made of
a thick line in the colour of the stamp, and they
bear a serial number reading downward in black
in the right-hand margin at the end of the first
row.

| POSTAGE |

I N

i

!

,|.m|||mu|

HHgHI
Unused. Used.

i
s, d s d

.IH“m-I
Wmk, Crown A, Perf. 12%11}.
4d., green . . . . -
Perf. 12,

Same sonk.

6d., blue.green . o 8

Spanish Guinea.—According to the Bulletin
AMensue! Champion (25 July, 1907), another value
should be added to the list we gave, in our issue
{lor 27 July, of Elobey stamps overprinted for use

ere,

Stamps of Elobey, 1808 issuc, overprinted.
Unused. Used.
s.d s d

10 p., lake

Straits Settlements.— Der Pkilatelist(15 July,
1907} chronicles the 4 c. in one colour, probably
from a specimen copy. Our excellent contem-
porary is generally to the front with records of
novelties, but we fear that many are on the
strength of advance copies only, and not from
issued stamps. It would save the dealer, post-
office officials, and collectors much annoyance if
philatelic journalists would refrain from these
*“advance’ announcements. In the present case,
if this 4 c., carmine, is not already in issue, it
will doubtless be so shortly, and possibly also the
8 c. will experience a change in colour. An
attempt has been made to fix the Straits dollar

as 2s. 4d., but without much success; it has
varied since the first efforts from 2s. 3d. to 2s. 8d.
The 8 c. averages about right for the 23d. value,
but 4c. is a little too much for the 1d. rate.
Still, the 1 c. in green, the Postal Union colour,
is less than 4d., so altogether things are not far
out.

A reference was made last week to the quanti.
ties of L.abuan stamps overprinted for use here,
The authorities refused any information until
now as to the quantities printed, and, though the
first issue took place early in January, it was not
till early in March or late in February that any
intimation reached London. By then all the 1c.
and 2 c. had been snapped up, and subsequently
the 3 c. were promptly exhausted. Collectors
can now appreciate the difficulties of London
dealers in obtaining a supply and fixing an equit-
able price for these unnecessary evils. Most of
the supplies came from speculators, and, to use a
colloquialism, the latter *‘opened their mouth
very wide.”

@-\@ 43

STRAITS
SETTLIRENT

King's Head. Ordinary Multiple,
Printed in one colosur.
Unoused.
s d.

Used.
5. d.

4 ¢., carmine

Tasmania.—There was a reference in our issue
of 27 July 10 a 1s., perf. 11. As we then sup-
posed, it is the bicoloured stamp, and it will be-
come 2124 in the Catalogue.

We have been shown a new shade of the 2d.,
Crown and A (both with perf. 12§ and with perf.
11), which we should call mawnve. A corre-
spondent points out that on the fourth stamp in
the eighth row of each pane there is a flaw in
the plate which leaves a large white blotch just
above the masts of the vessel to the left. This
was constant in the supply of the new shade just
to hand, but our correspondent says that on some
later sheets he purchased the flaw was not ap-
parent.

Quecen's Head type. Wmk V and Crown. Perf. 11.
Unused. Used.
s. d s d

18., rose and green

View of Hobart Wmk, Crown over A. New shade.

2d., mauve(ger/ 128} . . . o 3
2d., mauve (per/. 11) . . .06 —
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Transvaal. —We copy from the A7/ as
follows : —

A correspondent of The S.C. F. says: * The current
issue of Transvaal stamps, viz. 2d., 24d., 3d., 4d.,and 6d.,
are now printed on a very thick laid paper.” This sounds
improbable, so improbable that we omitted to quote the
news when we first read it, but it has not been contradicted
(or indeed confirmed), and it may be that the Crown in the
watermark offended the susceptibilities of some of our
fellow-subjects out there. The same correspondent adds :
* The 3d. was issued in a very pale shade of yellowish
green, but has now reverted to its original ‘sage-green.' "

The set of Postage Due stamps mentioned
last week consists of the following values :
4d., 1d., 2d., 3d., 5d., 6d, and 1s. We have
seen the first four, and the style recalls the
similar stamps of Grenada. They are of the
same size, and have a blank space in the centre
for the value. This central space, however, is
upright rectangular, and is completed at the top,
somewhat like a shield, with a curved band con-
taining the word POSTAGE, whilst a scroll with
the word DUE cuts into the bottom line; on either
side is foliated ornamentation showing in white.
At the top and bottom of the stamps are straight
labels having the words TRANSVAAL and POST
OFFICE respectively, also showing in - white.
Except in the case of the 2d. and Is., the value is
in black, and is almost identical in type with the
Postage Due stamps of Grenada. The 2d. is
printed in one colour, whilst on the Is. the value
15 in carmine. All are on multiple ordinary paper
and perf. 14.

Postage Due Stamp, Value in second colour.

nused. .

d.

4d., blue-green and black . .

1d., scarlet ” . .

2d., orange-brown

3d., blue and black

sd., violet " . . .

6d., red-brown and black . .

1s., black and carmine

NREREREES

Trinidad.—The following extract from the
AM.J. is instructive :—

Le T .7, contains an article upon what are described as
“ Little-known Surcharges of Lrinidad,” by which are
meant the marks * Too LATE " and ** FEE,” which are to be
found upon various stamps of this colony. We beg to
assure our contemporary that these things are perfectly
well known, and that their nature bas been explained over
and over again; still it may be well to do it once more.
‘I'he words * Too LATE ™ were not a surcharge, but a post.
mark, applied to lesters upon which the late fee of 6d. had
been paid; occasionally it was struck upon the stamps
upon these letters, when it served as an obliteration, or an
additional obliteration. It was also impressed, &y reguest,
upon stamps supplied to collectors and dealers, which were
thus ‘‘ postmarked to order.” The stamps surcharged

“ pge"” are fiscals, and have nothing to do with postage of
any kind, but are used upon certain judicial documents.

Another high value is said to have appeared on
the multiple paper, and we notice a foreign
dealer prices it unused and used. In this case it
is the wmk. CA over Crown that is superseded.

Britannia typc. Wmbk. Multiple Crown CA.

Unused.  Used.
s, 4. s d.
ss., purple and mauve . . — —

A SPLENDID START
THE FINEST PACKET

Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet con-
tains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes,
Bands, and Cards), and is the cheapest packet
ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being
absolutely guaranteed. The price it is offered at
is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection,
embracing as it does scores of scarce varieties,
provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and
obsolete varieties.

15s., post-free and registered.

THE YOUNG
COLLECTOR’S PACKET

No. 66, soo varieties, is strongly recommended
as the cheapest collection of soo different Stamps
ever offered—the Stamps could not be bought
separately for three times the marvellously low
price at which it is now offered, The Stamps, etc.,
are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection.
The best 500 varieties in the trade.

4s. 1d., post-free.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.,
39t Strand, London, W.C.

N.8.—The prices quoted above are those at which the atamps may be had from
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 8trand, London, W.C.
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Special Gorrespondence

Qur Transvaal Letter
NvyLsTrOOM, 4 iy, 1907

HE elections are over, the new Parliament

I is sitting, and we are now a full-blown self-

governing colony. Will this affect the
postage stamps ? It has affected the flag; we
have now the new one officially sanctioned: it is
the old Vierkleur (red, white, and Dlue with
green stripe) and the Union Jack in the left upper
corner.  Who says that we shall not have a new
stamp issue with a typical Transvaal view of
some kind, with or without the King's Head in
a corner? Everything is possible in the Trans-
vaal.

Yes, even Postage Duestamps. Who would have
thought that we should have a dearth of blue
pencils here? I find plenty are still obtainable in
the local stores, but evidently Government cannot
get any. I inspected the stamp stock in the local
post office, and cannot say that the new Duestamps
arebeauties. They are of rectangular frame and the
same size as the postage stamps, perforated 14, on
multiple watermarked paper; have the value in
large numerals in the centre printed in black, except
in the 2 p. value, which has the same in orange.
The values are : —

4 p., green, with black numeral in centre.

1p.,red »” ” ” ”
2 p., orange ,, orange ,, "
3 p., blue ,, black s s
5 l)', li]ac tR] e k2] "
6 p., brown ,, , » »

The sheets consist of four panes of 60 stamps,
with the usual margins.

Of course I wanted to buy some unused sets,
and of course the Postmaster refused, stating that
he could not sell them to the public. Well, if I had
got into Parliament at the last elections I know I
would have got some, as I should have been the
only philatelist in that assembly. I would have
soon brought in a motion to sell as many of these
stamps as the public would have cared to buy, but
now I must take other steps; but I will get them
all the same. In the meantime, I enclose a used
specimen for illustration to show how the new
article looks. -

I may as well describe the procedure of getting
these stamps. I called at the Post Office and pre-
sented a letter minus stamps addressed to myself.
The Postmaster weighed it, wrote on it **T. 2 p.”
with blue pencil, filled in a form with pen and ink,
and placed this in my private box. I promptly
opened this, took out the form and presented it
over the counter with two pennies; the Postmaster
then took two Penny Due stamps, stuck them on
the letter, defaced them with date stamp, and
handed the letter over to me. I considered the
work *‘red-tape.” I asked if the Due stamps
were stuck on the letters, etc., as soon as short-

age was noticed, but was told the blue-pencil
mark only, and that when the article was claimed,
then only were the Due stamps affixed and defaced.

An official notice was issued dated G.P.O.,
Johannesburg, 24 June, 1907, informing the general
public that from 1 July, 1907, Postage Due labels
will be used by the Department for bringing to
account all surcharges collected on unpaid and
insufficiently paid correspondence. Members of
the public are requested not to accept delivery of
such correspondence unless Postage Due labels
of the amount of the surcharge are affixed to
the article in exchange for the cash paid and can-
celled by the delivery officer. Postage Due labels
will be used for this purpose only. They will not
be sold to the public, and they are not valid for
the prepayment of postage.

Now this sounds business-like, but will the
local public understand it ?

Somehow or another I cannot believe that
these labels will be permanent; they have been
tried in other countries and found wanting, and
are as yet not required in Great Britain or
Germany, both of which countries lead in postal
stationery, and look very keenly after pennies.

Business is very bad out here ; locusts and strikes
are with us, and consequently there is very
little doing in the stamp line. The two Philatelic
Sccieties tn Johannesburg are going on steadily ;
the one is harping on the Ideal Catalogue question,
which I fear is just as likely to be settled here as
in Europe. I have a very large exchange corre.
spondence spread over the four quarters of the
globe, and carried on in four leading languages,
and I use all the leading catalogues of the world ;
but I have never met a correspondent as yet who
uses the catalogue of the French Philatelic Society
of Paris as an exchange basis. Now there must
be a reason for this. Does this suggest that a
dealer’s price list, as all the catalogues at present
are, is a surer guide to actual value, as far as
£.5.d. are concerned, when it comes to a realization
of a collection?

The Ideal is to collect for collecting’s sake, and
the man who does that is all right and usually
comesout square. Evenshould he have a loss when
realizing, he can afford it, as this is counter-
balanced by the pleasure he derived from the
collecting. But are we all of this class ? and can
we afford to ignore the mercenary side of our
hobby ?

Well, I am only human, and not an Idealist, I
have had some thirty years’ experience of buying
and selling stamps, and also know the London
auction rooms, and I believe that facts are facts,
and that it is of no use kicking against them, be-
cause I found out that facts remain facts even in
the Transvaal.

E. TaMsEN.

Editorial Address—EDWARD J. Nanxiverr, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells. -

Prioted by W, BaznpoN & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, STANL&Y Gissons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C
10 August, 1907.



Gibbons Stamp Weekly

EDITED BY EDWARD ]. NANKIVELL

No. 7

Whole No. 137

17 AUGUST, 1907

VoL. VI

Gossip of the Mounr

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

New Zealand Shades
T is not often that I waste time reading
my own stuff after it is published, but I
did happen to read last week’s Gossip,
and I was horrified to find an unfinished
sentence on page 81.
I seem to have written :—

Shades are abundant in some of the values, notably in
the 3d., 3d., 4d., 5d., 6d., and 1s.; and some of these
shades. especially the sd., sepia, of the Waterlow printing,
the yellow-green 6d. of the first colonial prints, and the
well-known fiery blood-red 1s., single-lined N Z, perf, 11,

And there I left it. It is no use trying the
usual dodge of shifting the blame on to the
printers, for Brendon and Son, of Plymouth,
for accuracy have, in my humble opinion and
long experience, no peers in the printing
world ; so I can only conclude that I must
have been dining at Sevenoaks.

Let me now complete that unfortunate
sentence by saying that I meant to add, the
shades enumerated of the s5d., 6d., and 1s.
are very scarce.

Australian makeshift issues

ONCE more we are reminded of the fact
that a close and unremitting watch is needed
to keep pace with the varieties that are
being turned out by our Australian friends.
Mr. Hagen tells us that the New South
Wales machine that did the perf. 12 had to
be repaired, and it has been returned with a
set of needles that perf. 114, and, to further
complicate matters, while it was being re-
paired a perf. 11 machine was used to
perforate needed supplies.

The 10d. seems to have been one of the
values that had to be perforated by the 11
machine, and copies are so scarce that they
are being offered at 5s. each.

No **Gumpap” Australia

My friends of .the Awstralian Philatelist
have worked themselves into a towering rage
over a little chaff from the genial pen of
Major Evans in the Monthly Journal. He
is indicted for “sneering at the British New

Guinea stamps surcharged ‘ Papua’ by call-
ing them ‘gumpaps,’” and he is reminded
that “a reference to the past history of all the
Australian States before federation, and of
the Commonwealth postal authorities since,
will show that neither bodies have been in a
hurry to issue stamps merely for the purpose
of foisting them on collectors.”

Whoa ! steady there !

What about the Disease Plasters of
Victoria, and the postmarked to order O.S.
stamps of New South Wales, eh ?

But the Australian blood is up, and he
threatens to hit back. As the Major comes
of the Royal Artillery, it will be a case of
12 pounders for two and coffee for one.

What no fellah can understand

THE Australian cannot understand why the
editors of the Monthly Journal and the
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain both
sneer at the popular stamps, and yet the
proprietors offer them for sale.

Well, the explanation seems to me a simple
matter—the stamp dealer is a sinful man at
best, but the editor is a philosopher who
labours day and night without ceasing to
make the world worth living in.

And did not this same excellent Australian
Philatelist pitch into the Exhibition issue
of New Zealand, and in the selfsame number
did not the publisher thereof offer that self-
same issue for sale ?

We are all tarred with the same brush
—we all have our good and bad selves, the
good predominating in yours truly, Cornelius
Wrinkle.

Australian Philatelic Societies

STAMP collecting must be making good pro-
gress in Australasia. Here before me are
reports of meetings of active Societies in
Brisbane, Victoria, Sydney, Ballarat, Ade-
laide, and Wellington.

The Wellington Society was able to boast
of a membership of 104, and a balance in
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hand of £66; whilst the Ballarat Society was
in the proud position of showing a balance
sheet with neither assets nor liabilities.
What a happy man 1 should be if I had
neither assets nor liabilities, but happier far
if 1 could have an abundance of assets and
no liabilities.

The Breitfuss Collection

1 HAVE had another peep into this wonderful
collection. I went through about a dozen
volumes with the grand panjandrum, and
he quite upset my apple-cart by confessing
in a woe-begone voice that he was blowed 1f
he knew how to price a lot of the stuff.

Thereupon I immediately asked for a
volume in which I was interested, but, bless
your soul, there was no eeidenee therein of
any lack of kinowledge how to price.

Still I am told one or two of the first pickers
are chuckling over the bargains they have
had.

1 question if anything yields more real
pleasure to the specialist than the mopping
up of a rare variety priced by C. J. P. as a
normal stamp. 1 have had one or two, but
not many ; no, not many ; no such luck.

Another Junior Exhibition

MR. MELVILLE tells me that the Juniors
have decided to hold another Exhibition in
London in March next, and they are going
to make it a bigger success than their 1905
show.

And they will do it. They don’t believe
in holding an Exhibition and being- mum
about it.

The difference between a Juniors’ Exhibi-
tion and the International Show at the
Royal Horticultural Hall is that the Juniors
have few stamps and many visitors, and the
International many stamps and few visitors.

The one says, “We are going to have a
show : shout it out, boys”; and the other,
“ We are going to have a show, but keep it
dark, or people may get to know it’s on.”

According to ‘¢ Tit-Bits"”
ACCORDING to 7Tit~Bits, the Earl of Craw-
ford is the fortunate possessor of a great
collection of postage stamps valued at

7000 !

Just think of it— {7000

How many dealers’ lips must water when
they try to imagine for a moment that they
have secured the Earl’s collection at the
Ti¢-Bits valuation !

I'd even try to scrape up the halfpence for
the price myself after what I have seen of
those grand albums.

A History of Penny Postage

IT is annaunced that “ the history of- penny
stage has been retold in a work which

Mr. Fisher Unwin has in preparation under

the title Sir Rowland Hill: the Story of
an Old Reform, told by a« Daughter of the
Reformer, Mrs. Eleanor C. Smyth. The
book is shorter and more anecdotal than the
life by Dr. Birkbeck Hill, and contains
much material which has not appeared else-
where. The narrative also contains a tribute
to the memory of the writer’s brother, the
late Mr. Pearson Hill, who supplied some of
the material.”

Trinidad Varieties

TRINIDAD seems to be very unsettled in the
matter of its current postage stamps.

It sticks to the Britannia type, but it keeps
on tinkering it up and changing the colours.
The latest news is that the 1s. value has
undergore another change, being now printed
in blue and brown, instead of black and blue,
but still on yellow paper.

Afghanistan Redivivus

HERE is news of the actual reissue of stamps
by Afghanistan. I take it from Major Evans’
chronicle in the Monthly Journal. ls not
this the only case in which a country has
abandoned the use of postage stamnps and
years afterwards resumed their issue ?

A correspondent shows us a new stamp for this country,
in quite a new and more commonplace design than any of
those hitherto in use. In the centre is a more elaborate and
artistic drawing of the device, consisting apparently of a
gateway and flags, which figures in the upper part of the
stamps of 1893 and later ; this is enclosed between two long
branches, with their ends tied together below, and sur.
mounted by a small ocblong device which we cannot explain;
below the branches is a curved scroll bearing an inscription,
and thewwhole is enclosed in an upright rectgngular frame,
with inscriptiogs at top and and fancy or at
the sides; the value appears to be given in characters en-
closed in circles in the corners, in words in the upper corners
and in figures in the lower. Both the copies are rather
bcavily abliterated, and we can only make out that the
value 1s *‘one” something, prebably adasis These copies
are imperforate, but their ownertells usthat the stamp also
exists with a kind of zigzag rouletie, like that of the Queens-
land 1d. of 1899.

The engraving is in taille-douce, probably on a copper
plate, and there are no doubt as many varieties as there are
stamps on the sheet—let us hope not a very large number.
The impression is in colour on bluish white, wove paper.

1 abasi, blue-green ; imper/.
T, . zigzag roulette.

This stamp was received on a letter from Khandabar,
where it was probably issued about the beginning of June.
Messrs. Ram Gopal & Co. have since informed us that the
value is 1 abasi, as we had guessed.

In view of the promised handbook on the
stamps of Afghanistan, it is most apropos
that that country should once more come
into line as a stamp-issuing State.

The Nigerias
COMING events are said to cast their shadows
before. The prosperous colony of Southern
Nigeria has already swallowed up the colony
of Lagos, and now it looks very much as
if it would, ere long, also take over the
colony of Northern Nigeria.

Here is an ifiteresting statement in
Parliament on the matter, made by Mr.
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Winston Churchill as Colonial Secretary on
the sth inst.:—

It bas been decided to authorize the immediate con-
struction of a pioneer mllwax of 3 ft. 6 in. gauge, 400
mxlel long, from Baro, which is the highest convenient

point on the perenmallg' navigable reaches of the Niger, to *

Bida, by Zungeru, an thence to Zaria and Kano. The
work of construction, which will occupy four ycars. will be

such communication ; and, thirdly, the immense import.
ance of Britis prise to reach the extensive
cotton-growing areas of Northern Nigeria and thus vary
and multiply the sources of the sup, %y of so vital a raw
material. 1'should add that the intention to construct the
Baro-Kano railway will in no way be allowed to arrest or
delay the progress of the Lagos railway, which will be
steadily continued till it crosses the Niger at Jebba, and
u;tlma‘ely effects aj}mzcuon with the northern line at or in
the bhood of u.

begun under the general supervision of Sir Percy G
whose experience in building the desert railway in the
Sudan is well known, Full estimates based on regular
surveys place the cost of such a line at £3000 a mile, or
4£¢,230,000in all.  In view of the fact that the amalgama.
tion of Northern and Southern Nigeria is approved in
principle, and will probably be accomplished 1n the next
few years, the money will be raised as a loan by Southern
Nigeria, and will forn part of the debt of that colony,
The rapndly g r of h Nigeria and
ial will, in the opinion of the
Sectetary of Staxe, enable that colony to assume this bur-
den without embarrassment, and Sir Walter Egerton, the
Governor of Southern ngena fully concurs. But as an
offset the Ch: llor of the E quer has agreed that the
annual contnbntlon of 470,000 now exacted from Southern
Nigeria in ald of the finances of Northern Nigeria shall
be reduced in any year by a sum equal to whatever in-
terest charge may in respect of this loan be defrayed by
Southern Nigeria; and, further, in order that the colony
may obtain its money on the most favourable terms, the
Treasury have consented that the loan shall be made out
of the Local Loans Fund, in the same way as the loan to
{ammca on account of lhe earthquake is to be made. His
h):slys Government have been led to this decision by
sets of First, the enormous
admmls(muve and militar; dllﬁculues of commumg to
hold so great an extent ofy territory as Northern Nigeria
wuboul any ¢ central lme of rapld communication ; secondly,
the of paying a grant.in-
aid of neatly £3oo.ooo a year for a province whose com-
mercial d is ly arrested for want of

Qur Sympeosium

Wei-hai-wei

IT will be remembered that some years ago
a couple of weird labels were accepted as an
issue for the then recently seized Chinese
territory of Wei-hai-wei, seized as a port by
the British as a set-off to the seizure of Port
Arthur by Russia. It seems that the port
has been leased to us so long as a foreign
power retained Port Arthur.

Now the demand has arisen that our
Foreign Office should give the requisite
assurance to the British in China that Wei-
hai-wei will continue a British possession, in
order that there may be the necessary pro-
tection for the investment of British capital
in the necessary development of the port.

Should the hands of the Government be
forced as demanded, we may yet have to

replace the name in our albums.

Meanwhile those first labels have been
cast into the outer darkness.

The Ideal Album for a General Collector

By BERTRAM W. H. POOLE

VERY philatelist who is the fortunate
possessor of a fairly good collection
will agree that the proper housing of

his treasures is a point to which the most
careful and serious consideration should be
devoted.

So many collectors, unfortunately, grudge
spending the necessary amount to procure
a good album, They seem to imagine that
any sort of a book will do for the purpose of
housing their stamps, and that the less
money expended in this direction the better,
for it will leave a larger amount to be spent
in procuring new specimens. Surely this is

a most mistaken policy, for if one takes any
pnde whatever in one's stamps, they should
be mounted in a suitable album, so that they
may be displayed to the best possible advan-
tage. Half the charm and interest of a
collection is lost if the stamps are placed in
a common-place, cheap-looking book, so that
the choosing of a ‘good and well- compxled
aibum is 2 matter of very real importance.

The problem, therefore, that is bound to
confront every collector at some time or

other is, “ Which is the best album for my
individual requirements ?”

The matter offers little difficulty to the
specialist, for he either thinks it worth while
to have special albums made to meet his
particular tastes, or he utilizes one or other
of the admirable makes of interchangeable
albums now on the market.

To the general collector, however, the
problem is one that calls for a good deal of
consideration, and where there are so many
excellent albums to choose from, it is a by
no means easy task to select the most suit-
able or “ideal” one for his personal require-
ments. Take the case of the average collector.
When he is first bitten with the desire to
become a philatelist he probably sticks his
stamps in the first blank book that comes to
hand, or invests a shilling or two in the
purchase of a cheap album. Being yet but
a very inexperienced beginner, he sticks his
stamps in anyhow, as he has no knowledge
of any sert of philatelic arrangement. In
the course of time our collecting friend be-
comes more expert, and the day arrives
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when he becomes dissatisfied with his primi-
tive style of album, and it occurs to him that
he must invest in a larger and more suitable
one. This is really an important and critical
stage in his collecting career, for on his
choice his future methods of collecting will
largely depend. It is thus highly important
that he should use great care and delibera-
tion in choosing the best album he can
obtain, after having first decided on what
lines he proposes to collect in future.

As I stated before, there are many excellent
albums to choose from, and though, funda-
mentally, it is a case of “every one to his
taste,” it may be helpful to have the opinions
of other collectors on this subject. By way
of opening a discussion on this matter, [
venture to state my views on the album
question in the following notes, by endeavour-
ing to point out the chief merits and defects
of the different sorts of albums available,
Roughly speaking, these may be divided into
three main classes, viz.—

1. Printed albums in which the collector
is left to arrange his stamps any-
how.

. Printed albums with the spaces num-
bered and arranged so that the
stamps can be placed in their cor-
rect order.

3. Blank albums.

(3]

Class 1

These albums are generally favoured by
beginners or the very inexperienced. They
consist simply of pages ruled into rectangles
with the name of the country and perhaps
an illustration or two at the top of each page.
They can be obtained in various sizes, styles

of binding, etc., and at prices varying from !

6d. to 10s. They are guaranteed to hold so
many hundreds or thousands of different
varieties, as the case may be, and while they
are very suitable for the tyro, who has yet
everything to learn, they are hardly adapted
to the needs of the collector who has gained
a little experience and is thus able to collect
on intelligent liness In these albums, as a
rule, the stamps are arranged in any sort of
order or disorder, for their owner’s knowledge
is limited by the fresh varieties he procures
from time to time. But to the collector who
has a catalogue and an elementary knowledge
of perforations, watermarks, etc., this style
of album is useless, for it is impossible to
arrange one’s stamps artistically and in
chronological order in them. Even with the
aid of a catalogue,and a fairly accurate idea
of the varieties one is likely to obtain, one
cannot map out an album of this sort on any
satisfactory plan. Another point that makes
these albums objectionable is that some
pages are soon filled to overflowing while
others are conspicuous by their emptiness.

All these things considered, therefore, |
think these albunis are anything but *“ideal”
for the collector who has more than, say,
1000 varieties, and who is philatelist enough
to wish to arrange his stamps in proper
order.

Class 2

The printed albums in this class are vastly
superior to those described above, and will
probably be voted “ideal” by most general
collectors. The underlying principle in all
of them is the same, i.e. spaces are provided
for all of the most important varieties listed
in the catalogue, and are so arranged that
the stamps can be placed in their correct
chronological and philatelic order without
difficulty. Some have spaces on one side
of the pages only, while on the opposite
pages an illustrated guide to the varieties to
be placed in these spaces is shown. Others
have the illustrations printed in the spaces,
so that they are hidden when the stamps are
inserted, and in, or under, each rectangle
the facial value, colour, etc., of the stamps
to be collected are given. Some of these
albums are arranged on advanced lines—
that is, room is provided for all varieties of
perforation, watermark, paper, etc.—and
others are simplified, and only allot
spaces for the more important or standard
varieties.

The “Imperial” and “Ideal” albums,
issued by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited,
are the best examples of both these styles
of albums. The “Imperial” is intended for
the use of the general collector who is
ambitious enough to endeavour to obtain ali
the stamps of the world as recorded in
Gibbons' current catalogues. The spaces
are arranged conveniently and as artistically
as room permits, while at the end of each
country a blank leaf or two is left for new
issues. Each space is numbered to corre-
spond with the stamps as described on the
page opposite. The album is issued in three
volumes, arranged for the issues of the
British Empire, Europe and Colonies, and
the Rest of the Worid respectively, so that
any one wishing to collect one of the groups
only can obtain an admirable album for the
purpose.

The *“Ideal” is a similar album on sim-
plified lines arranged in one volume. Illus-
trations and descriptions of the stamps to
be inserted are placed in the spaces, so that
the veriest tyro can have no difficulty in
arranging his stamps properly by its means.
It is an excellent album for the general
collector who wishes to restrict his collection
within moderate bounds.

But both these albums (and all others of
the same kind), though so exceliént in most
respects, have a few serious drawbacks it is
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as well to consider. Their greatest defect
is that they limit one solely to the collection
of varieties for which spaces are provided.
They offer no scope for originality in the
way of scientific research or artistic arrange-
ment. Any minor varieties the collector
may discover for himself have perforce to
be placed in the space allotted at the end of
each country or relegated to another book ;
and though some provision is made for
possible new issues, the albums must ob-
viously become out of date sooner or later.
Also, as parts of the Catalogue are always
being rearranged and amplified, one finds
after a time that one’s album and the Cata-
logue do not correspond in their arrange-
ment. Again, they offer no opportunity for
the collector to neglect those countries he
does not care for and specialize to a small
extent those that are particular favourites.

If he follows the former course he is de- :

pressed by the sight of so many empty
pages, and in the latter event some pages
are bound to get uncomfortably overcrowded,
and thus look unsightly. But for the collec-
tor who has no abnormal likes or dislikes,
and is content to collect on the ordered
plen of his album, there are no better ones
for his purpose than those enumerated in
this class. They certainly make collecting
delightfully easy and simple.

Class 3

Personally I think a blank album of some
sort is t4e ideal one for all classes of collec-
tors, with the exception, perhaps, of the very
inexperienced. And of blank albums there
is a remarkably ample variety to choose
from, among which there is bound to be one
to suit the purse and fancy of every col-
lector.

An ordinary blank book with plain white
leaves is used by many philatelists. Stamps
arranged in this can certainly be made to
look very nice, but books of this sort
adapted, but not issued, to meet the needs
of collectors are apt to prove unsatisfactory
in many ways. They offer fine scope for
artistic and original arrangement, but this
arrangement has to be permanent, for if a
page is spoilt its removal is likely to spoil
the book, or, at any rate, throw all the other
pages out of order. The rearrangement of
the stamps on a page generally results in
several unsightly marks appearing, and it is
extremely difficult to plan the whole so as to
leave spaces for varieties one is likely to get
at any future date.

The best blank albums are undoubtedly
those that have interchangeable leaves ruled
with faint quadrillé lines to facilitate the
easy arrangement of one’s stamps. A blank
album, if one is not averse to taking a little
trouble, is quite the *ideal” one for a

general collector. They can be obtained
n various styles, ranging from 23s. to 6os.
each, or simple ones on the Stolzenburg
plan can be purchased for a shilling or two
apiece.

A blank album provides ample scope for
individual tastes in the matter of arrange-
ment. If a page is spoilt it can easily be
removed and a new one inserted. Stamps
can be rearranged without trouble, for fresh
leaves can be procured to replace any others
as desired. It is a comparatively easy
matter to map out a page so as to provide
spaces for varieties one is likely to obtain,
and there is of course no need to leave room
for the “unattainables.” The bugbear of
empty pages is done away with, for one necd
never have a page in one’s album that does
not contain at least a few stamps. Additions
can be made at any time, and favourite
countries can be expanded at will without in
any way upsetting the order of the other
stamps. There are scores of other advan-
tages, not the least of which is that stamps
nicely arranged in a blank album look far
better than the most neatly mounted page
in any other sort of album.

And now, having asserted my preference
for a blank album, let me take the stamps of
Gibraltar as an experiment and show how
they could be arranged in such a book. |
will take Gibbons’ current Catalogue as a
guide, and start by presuming I have a com-
plete collection of Gibraltar stamps with the
exception of the error with value omitted.
As I see no possibility of being able to afford
this I leave no space for it. 1 will also pre-
sume 1 have pairs of the five values of the
surcharged issue of 1889 showing the two
types of the figure “35” and blocks of four
of the three values of 1895. 1 should then
arrange the stamps as follows :—

Page 1 of Album.

July, 1889. |
15 16 17 18 19

20 21

22 23 23 23




102 GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

Page 2 of Album.

July, 1889,
15—15 17—17 18—18

20—20 21=—21

Nov., 1889,

26 27 28 29 30
3t 32 33 34
1895,

3@ 3 37 38
36—36 3737 38—38
+ + +
36—36  37—37 38—38

Page 3 of Album.

1898.
39 40 41 4z 43
44 43

1903.
46 47 48 49 50 5t
52 53 54 55

1904-6.
56 57 58 60 61
62

Portraits on Stamps

By BOSWELL JUNIOR

United States of America—continued

Henry Clay was born in Hanover county,
Vlrgmla, on 1z April, 1777. His father, a
7 Baptist minister, died \\hen
Henry was four years old,
and his mother married again
and removed to Kentucky.
Having received a rudi-
mentary education at a log
school-house, he was placed
in a small retail store at
Richmond. At the age of fifteen he ob-
tained a place in the office of Peter Tinsley,
Clerk of the High Court of Chancery. In
1797 he obtained a licence to practise law
and removed to Lexington. Already he had
made a name for himself as a debater. Soon
his captivating manners and his striking
eloquence won for him a lucrative practice
as a lawyer. His political career dates from
this time. He took part in the election of
a convention to revise the Constitution of
Kentucky and made many striking speeches.
In 1799 he married Lucretia Hart, the
daughter of a prominent Kentucky citizen.
The year 1803 saw Clay elected to a seat in
the State Legislature. Three years later he
was appointed to a seat in the Senate, to
serve out an unexpired term. He was keenly
interested in the encouragement of home
industry, and a resolution which he brought
forward in favour of this led to a quarrel
with Humphrey Marshall. A duel follo“ ed,
and both were slightly wnunded.

In 1811, on taking his seat in the national
House of Representatives, he wus elected

a e *
Hoasrees T
—_— ¥

Speaker of the Assembly for the second time.
Clay became the leader of the war party.
He denounced the right of British officers
to search American vessels for deserters.
This interference with neutral trade brought
matters to a crisis. War was declared in
June, 1812. Lack of preparation and in-
competent leadership called forth vigorous
attacks on the war policy from the Federals,
which attacks were as vigorously answered
by Clay. His speeches attained a high order
of eloquence and electrified the country. In
1814 he resigned the speakership, on his
appointment as a member of the commission
to negotiate peace with Great Britain. From
Ghent, where the treaty of peace was signed
in 1814, Clay went to London to negotiate a
treaty of commerce with Great Britain. On
his return to the United States, Clay was
again elected tothe House of Representatives,
and was again chosen Speaker. In the
session of 1818-19 he severely criticized the
conduct of General Jackson in the Florida
campaign. This was the first cause of dis-
sension between Clay and Jackson, and the
ill feeling engendered thereby in Jackson’s
mind was never obliterated.

In 1824 Clay was a candidate for the
presidency. Adams and Jackson were two
of his competitors. The former was elected,
and Clay became Secretary of State. His
commercial policy concerned itself mainly
with the establishment of fair reciprocity as
to trade and navigation with foreign countries.
He became President of the American
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Colonization Society, whose object it was
to colonize free negroes in Liberia, on the
coast of Africa. Jackson was elected Presi-
dent in 1828, Clay thereupon retired to his
farm of Ashland, near Lexington, but at the
urgent request of his friends returned to the
Senate in 1831. He was the sponsor of the
Compromise Bill of 1833, whereby a gradual
reduction of tariff was introduced, and the
danger of civil war with the hot-blooded
planters of South Carolina averted. After a
long political career of nearly forty years,
teeming with resolutions and speeches, Clay

Further NDotes on

took leave of the Senate in 1842 and retired
to private life. The time of his retirement
was mainly spent in visiting various parts of
the country and delivering political speeches.
By a unanimous vote he was again elected a
Senator, and took his seat in December,
1849. His health now began to show signs
of failing. His political career was practically
closed n 1851. He died on 29 June, 1852,
and was buried in the cemetery at Lexington,
where a tall monumental column, surmounted
by a statue, was erected over his tomb.

The Breitfuss Gollection

By CHARLES ]J. PHILLIPS

VOLUME VI
South and Western Australia

N South Australia, first issue, imperf.,

there are a 1d., dark green, unused; 6d.,

unused, and two of the i1s., unused, be-

sides used pairs and singles of all the values.
In the first rouletted issue are two of the 1d.,
yellow-green, unused, and three of the 1s.,
unused. In the better stamps of the later
issues are the 6d., perf. x roulette, with full
gum, 1od., blue surcharge, perf. X roulette,
two with full gum, the 1o0d., black surcharge,
rouletted mint. There are a number of other
good stamps, but this country was not at all
specialized according to modern ideas. The
collection contains a small lot of the Depart-
mental stamps, including a few rarities, and
a fair lot of the “ O.8.” stamps.

Western Australia.—This is rather a nice
lot. In the 2d., black on red, there are two
unused and six used; the 2d. in the so-
called “Indian-red” was bought from Mr.
Palmer in 1870 for 2s. 6d. ; now the stampis
cheap at f£i1o; 6d., bronze, three unused
and six used. Among the better stamps in
the watermark Swan are is., deep green,
unused ; 1877, the 2d., error, in the colour of
the 6d., unused, bought from our firm for

2, it is now worth £22; there is also
a specimen of this stamp, used, dated
“ January 28, 1879.”

VOLUME VIl
Queensland and Tasmania

In Queensland, on the first page of the
imperf. stamps of 1860, there are a id.
unused, and fcur singles, used ; 2d., hori-
zontal strip of three and two singles; 6d.,
fine horizontal pair and four singles, all
used ; a very fine page. In the later issues

there are some exceptionally fine unused
pieces with full gum and a good range of
used shades. Indeed, this country is some-
what above the average of the Austrahians
in the collection.

Tasmania.— The first issues are fairly
good ; in the 1d., blue, there is one unused
with gum, and in the used a vertical strip of
four and four singles, one on letter being a
corner stamp with inscription; in the 4d.,
octagonal, 1853, there are two unused, on
laid paper, one cut square, exceptionally fine,
and one cut to shape. There are several
4d.’s unused, and both plates have been
remade ; plate 2 is complete, mostly in
blocks, with some duplicates; plate 1 is
only partly complete. In the later issues
there is a fair number of unused pieces and
a fine lot of used shades. One of the rarest
stamps is the 1d., perf. 113, error, watermark
double-lined this stamp is dated
“12 Aug. 69”—the earliest record known to
me, as | had not previously found the error
dated before November, 1869. [nthestamps
of 1870 the better things are the 1d., ver-
milion, unused and used; the 2d,, yellow-
green, unused, and a fine lot of shades, the
3d. stamps being especially good.

VOLUME VIII
New Zealand
A fair but not a strong lot of stamps, as
this country is decidedly weak in unused
and a number of the rarities are absent.
But there are a few fine stamps, such as the
1d., London print, a very fine rare shade,
used. In the Colonial print of 1856 there is
a good 1s., green on blue paper, unused;
this stamp was bought more than thirty
ears ago from Mr. J. W. Palmer for 7s. 6d. ;
its value is now £75. In the pelure papers

@0,
273
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there is a nice lot of the imperf., perf., and
rouletted. Inthe stamps with watermark NZ,
of two the rarest are the 1d. and 6d., rouletted.
In the 1872 issue, 1d., brown, watermark NZ,
there are two used : one is a dated specimen
bought from Mr. Basset Hull for 1d.; this
is a very fine specimen, and the present value
is nearly £40. The later issues are fairly
strong, and include quite a good number of
the 19o1 issue with nearly all varieties of
paper and perforation.

VOLUME IX
Cape of Good Hope, Griqualand,
Bechuanaland, Gold Coast, Gambia,
Lagos, Niger Coast,
Northern and Southern Nigeria

This is an interesting volume, the best
country in it being the Cape of Good
Hope. There are some hundreds of the
three-cornered stamps in singles and pairs,
used and unused, in all shades. In the
woodblocks there are 1d., red, two pairs,
one on original letter, two unused, five
singles; 4d., blue, a pair, six singles and two
of the dark blue. Of the errors there is a
very fine specimen of the 1d., blue, and two
of the 4d., red, one extremely fine, lightly
cancelled, and the other being very heavily
cancelled. There is also a fine 4d., pale
blue, with corner retouched. There are some
interesting errors and blocks in the later
issues.

The Grigualand are a very fair lot; the
varieties are fairly complete, used or unused,
and many of them in several pieces. Among
the better stamps are three beautiful §s., un-
used. Moens must have had a sheet of the
5s., large red surcharge, as there are two
pieces here with gum bought from him for
15 francs each, and now worth as many
pounds.

In Bechuanaland the ordinary sets are
complete unused and used, and there are
some interesting errors in double and in-
verted surcharges with one or two uncata-
logued varieties, thus, the 4d., vermilion, with
“ Protectorate” in the large type, with a
clear double surcharge. This should come
as No. 52¢ in our Catalogue.

Gold Coast.—There is a nice lot of the old
stamps, with scarce pairs of the perf. 124,
unused, and two fine pieces of the 20s., green
and red.

Gambia.—A fine page of the first issue; a
number of good shades in mint condition,
and a horizontal strip of five of the 6d., blue,
watermark CC ; also a fine series of essays
with the name and value painted in the
tablets by hand. No doubt these are quite
unique.

Lagos.—A beautiful page of the first issue,
with a number of pairs and blocks of four of
the perf. 123, and some exceedingly fine early

colours. A variety which | have not seen
hitherto is the 4d., CC, perf. 14, with the
watermark sideways. I see that Mr. Breitfuss
valued this stamp at £25. From the colour
it seems to be rather a different printing from
the ordinary issue. In the 1885 issue there
is a double set of the rare 2s. 6d., 5s., and
10s. stamps. .

In the Niger Coast Protectorate there is a
fine lot of the provisionals, with some errors,
with the surcharges inverted, sideways, and
otherwise misplaced.

VOLUME X

New Republic, Orange River, Transvaal,
Stellaland, Swazieland

Transvaal.—This is a really good lot, and
the stamps are mostly in very fine condition.
The first set, imperf., is complete in fine
specimens. The following issues without
surcharge are very well represented by
many choice specimens, mostly very fine
with gum, and bought from Dr. Viner or M.
Moens. In the red surcharges there are ten
pieces, all used. In the “ V.R. Transvaal,”
all capitals, the best things are the inverted
surcharges, 3d., used; 6d., unused and two
used, and two of the 1s., used. In the follow-
ing issue with upright “ V.R.” there is a
1d., red on blue, error “vRAL” instead of
“vaAL”; a fine copy with full gum of the
6d., blue on green, with inverted surcharge.
A very rare stamp in this issue is the 6d.,
blue on blue, fine roulette, with the surcharge
omitted.

In the last issue of the old-type stamps
there are some fine stamps with the small
“1,” and several of these rarities with fine
roulette. In the issue of 1879 there is a
very nice lot of the 1d. on 6d., both with
black and with red surcharges; the best
thing here is a mint, uncut sheet of the 1d,,
black surcharge, on the 6d., in perfect state,
well centred, and very clear print. In this
volume there is a nice lot of stamps of the
New Republic, all arranged according to
date, and including some rare stamps.

VOLUME XI
West Indies: Antigua to Leeward Islands

In Antigua there is a fine lot of shades; a
pair of the 6d. on thick paper, no water-
mark and imperf.; several 6d. without
watermark, perf. in different varieties ot
perforation; 1d. and 6d., imper/., watermark
Star, both used.

Bahamas. — Twelve unused of the no
watermark stamps and a fair lot of used.
The later issues are quite strong in shades.
Here I find an unchronicled stamp, which
I believe | have had before, but which I
omitted to place on record. In the issue of
1875, watermark Crown and CC, perf. 14,
we catalogued the 1d., vermilion, and to
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that we must add the 1d., carmine-lake.
A friend of mine also has the two colours in
the Crown and CA, perf. 12. There are
also some very scarce trials of colour and
essays ; two very interesting ones are the
55, in dull lake and a 41 in pale brown,
both having the name and value painted in
by hand. There are some errors or trials
of colour of the picture set of 1901.

Barbados.—A fair lot of the old issues,
and especially strong in unused. In 1869
there is a very fine unused pair of the 6d.,
rose-red, imperf. The perf. 1ssues are prac-
tically complete unused, in extra choice pieces
with full gum. Here we have some interest-
ing comparisons of prices, e.g. no water-
mark, 6d., rose-red, bought from Moens in
1881 for 2s. 6d., present value 70s.; water-
mark Large Star, 4d., dull red-rose, bought
from Dr. Viner in 1876 for 'is., now priced
at £8. In the provisionals of 1878 there
are an unsevered pair and several singles
showing different varieties of type.

Dominica.— There are twenty scarce
proofs, some very nice blocks of four, and
some rarities in the provisionals, thus, 1882,
small “4” in black and large “4” inred, both
with inverted surcharges.

Grenada.—A nice lot of the issues 1860-4,
nearly all the unused having full gum and
being well centred. In the issues of 1881
there is a good lot of the watermark Broad
Star in all shades. In the provisionals of
1882-3 there is one of the “ Postage” written
in black ink. This was bought from Pem-
berton, Wilson, & Co. in July, 1883, and
although not included now in our Catalogue,
it is recognized as being genuine by Mr.
Breitfuss. In this country also there is a
very great number of die-proofs and colour-
trials, and a set of Revenue stamps, perf. 12,
and in various colours.

Jamaica.—A good lot of watermark Pine-
apple, used and unused, and imperf. pairs of
these stamps marked * Specimen ”; an inter-
esting pair of 1s., brown, double printed,
but also marked *Specimen.” There is a
number of die-proofs and colour-trials. In
the provisionals of 1890 there are some
scarce errors, e.g. two of the double sur-
charge and the very rare error PFNNK.
In the postal fiscals there is the scarce 1d.,
watermark Pineapple. used and unused. In
the Official stamps there are many errors,
e.g. double and inverted surcharges and
varieties with omitted letters.

VOLUME XII

British Guiana, Falkland Isles, and Brazil
The British Guiana are a very good lot,

and include many great rarities. First of all

there is in the issue of 1850, a magnificent

4 c. on pale yellow, pelure paper ; this is on

the entire envelope dated “ MR. 21, 1851.”
The stamp has very large margins all round,
and owing to the thinness of the paper it
was initialled in pencil instead of in pen and
ink. Then come the 4 c., orange, cut round,
but with good margins ; the 4 c., lemon, un-
fortunately a poor copy ; the 8 c., green, on
original letter, but uncancelled, a very rare
stamp in this state; there is another piece of
the 8 c., cut square, and a third piece cut to
shape, but with wide margins. Of the 12 ¢,
blue, there are six pieces, three being square
and three partly cut down, including all the
shades. In the issue of 1853 there 1s a nice
lot of the 4 c., one of the best being the 4 c.
with the figures in the white frame, unused,
with full gum. In the large oblong stamps
of 18356 there is that great rarity the
4 c., bright blue, on surfaced paper, dated
“QOct. 12, 56.” Of the 4 c., black and ma-
genta, there are four pieces, one unusually
large, with great margins; the others are
somewhat trimmed, one on letter.

The provisionals of 1862 are all plated.
There is a full, uncut sheet of the 1 c., rose,
unused and without roulettes, but with full
gum, and now very scarce ; there are eight
used copies. The plate of the 2 c., black on
yellow, is nearly complete, with some dupli-
cates, there being twenty-eight copies, all
used. Of the 4 c., black on blue, there are
fifteen copies, some exceptionally fine. The
perforated issues of 1860-735 contain many
good things, and quite a number of interest-
ing blocks. The 1882 stamps are all com-
plete in the different settings of the plates,
viz. 3x 4 and the 2 x6; there are also some
nice pieces without the word *“Specimen,”
including a vertical strip of four of the 2 c.,
on yellow.

Brazil is disappointing ; there are a few
nice pieces in the first i1ssue, and a fine un-
used set of the three high values, italic
figures, and several used pieces. This
country is not at all strong nor brought
up to date.

THE CENTURY ALBUM

Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and
illustrated with several thousand full-sized repro-
ductions of the stamps. In one volume, 622 pages.
Size of each page, rox13inches. Printed on one
side of the paper only, catalogue and illustrations
on the left, and spaces to correspond on the right-
hand pages. All minor varieties of perforation,
watermark, and type are omitted, and only such
varieties are included as can be distinguished by
the young philatelist. Space has been provided
for some 18,000 stamps, and provision made for
new issues by the insertion of numerous blank
pages.

Post-free, 13s. 4d.
Stanley Gibboos, Ltd.,
391 Strand, London, W.C,
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Forgeries and Reprints

MHow to Detect Them
By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE

BRITISH GUIANA—continued
Issue of 1852, 4 Cents, black on blue

Genuine. — Lithographed (?), in llack, on
intense cobalt-blue-faced white wove paper, as
thick as that of the 1 cent. The 4 has a closed
top; the ¢ and £ of CENTS are the same as in
the genuine 1 cent; and so is the line which
forms the bottom outline of the sea in the shield.
The Q of QUE, in this value, has its tail sloping
very slightly to the right, and the letter itself is
placed centrally under the A of DaMUS. The
vertical stroke of the P of PATIMUS, if prolonged
downwards, would pass along the first 1 of
vicissiM, which is exactly under it. The M of
VICISsIM stands under the space between tbe
letters MU of PaTIMUS; and the stop after
VICISSIM is under the space between the letters
us of raTiMus., The outer frame of stamp is
the same thickness as in the genuine 1 cent. ‘The
forts to the left of the large ship are also the same
as in the genuine 1 cent. The masts of the said
large ship slope very much over to the right; so
that the central mast, if prolonged upwards,
would pass aimost through the centre of the T of
CENTS. The light-coloured streak along the hull
of the vessel is broader than in the 1 cent, but not
at all conspicuous. The little three-master to the
right of the Jarge vessel is the same as in the I
cent.

Forged. —Lithographed, in black, on dull,
dead-blue-faced white wove paper, as thin as that
of the forged 1 cent. The design, except the
inscription, 4 CENTS, is exactly the same as that
of the forged 1 cent. The 4 has an open top;
the ¢ of CENTS is part of an oval; the middle
tongue of the E is zery much shorter than the top
limb. The Q of QUE stands centrally under the
space between AM of DamMus. The vertical
stroke of the P of PATIMUS, if prolonged down-
wards, would cut right through the centre of the
v of vicissiM, as in the last-described forgery.
The M of vicissim stands under the space
between the letters us pf PATIMUS; and the stop
after vicissiM is far to the right of the s of
PATIMUS. All the other tests, not repeated here,
are exactly the same as those of the forged
1 cent.

POSTMARKS

Genuine, —My specimens are uncancelled.

Forged. — Ditto ; also 22, together with a
largc"4, and the lithographed signature, *‘E.
w.

REPRINTS

These, as most collectors know, are perforated ;
the originals are unperforated.

Issue of 1856.
magenta

Genuine.—Type-set, printed in black, on
rather coarsely-wove paper, coloured a rosy
magenta on the face, and showing pinkish white
at the back. None of

Provisional; 4 c., black on

BRITISH the letters of any of
. the inscriptions touch
Domms Pelinmus each other anywhere.
. The end of the tail of
L& d

the R of BRITISH curls
up. Thegof GulaNa

POSTAGE
TOUR CENTS

que Vicissim.’ has a well-marked
cross-bar, and the
GUIANA little tail below it

hangs straight down.
The head of the G comes down so that it a/most
meets the cross-bar. The R of FOUR is exactly
like that of BRITISH, and the head and tail of
the C of CENTs almost meet. The Q of QUE is a
capital letter, the same height as the capital v of
vicissiM.  The lines forming the oblong frame
are not continuous, but consist of four separate
pieces ; the ends at the top corners are zery wide
apart, but the gap at the lower corners is not so
wide. The word PAMUS is perfectly distinct and
readable. The ship has only a single sail (topsail)
high up on each mast, with no lower sails visible
at all. Inmy single specimen, the right-hand, or
fore-mast stands directly under the upright stroke
of the P of PETIMUS, and the middle, or main-
mast, under, and s/ight/y to the right of the s of
DAMUS; while the left-hand, or mizen-mast is
under the U of the latter word. All the design is
deeply sunk into the paper.

Forged. — Lithographed, in black, on deep
crimson-faced, stout, fine-grained, smooth white
wove paper. ‘The paper is perfectly white at the
back. The bottom of the A of POSTAGE touches
the letters each side of it; so does the first A of
GU1ANA; and each A of this latter word is con-
siderably taller than the other letters. The end
of the tail of the R of BRITISH goes off straight
to the right, and touches the hase of the 1, instead
of curling up, The cross-bar of the G of GurANA
is not visible in some copies; in others it is even
to0 long, so that it almost touches the v. In no
case is there any hanging tail to the G ; and the
head is far away from the cross-bar. The end of
the tail of the R of FOUR does not curl up, but
points straight to the right. The head and tail of
the c of CENTS are far apart. The easiest test is
the Q of QUE, which is an ordinary small or
lower-case ‘‘q,” instead of a large Q. The
oblong frame is continuous all round, being joined
at the corners. The word DAMUS is indistinct,
as the M and the U are joined ac the top : and the
word reads like paNmMs. Each of the masts
carries fwo sails, instead of one. The fore-mast
is under the end of the P of PETIMUS ; the main-
mast is under the space between the two words,
but much nearer to the P ; and the mizen-mast is
also under the space between the two words, but
near to the s of pAMus. The design is not at all
sunk into the paper.

(7o b continsued.)
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New Issues
By W.P.B.

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr. Frank Phillips,
391 Strand, London, W.C., who wouid be very grateful if readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possibie

information concerning issues of stamps new or projected.

appreciated. When possible, a

News from the colonies in particular will be much

peci should
mentioned address.

Algeria —In the number for 20 July we re-
ferred to the rumoured issue of a special stamp
for this portion of French territory. Le Collec-
tioneur de Timbres-Poste (Aug.) quotes an article
on the subject contributed by M. César Trouin,
Deputy for Oran, to L’Ain S¢fra (11.7.07), pub-
lished at Mostaganem. In this he points out
that though the budget of Algeria (which, since
the law o% 19 December, 1900, has been entirely
distinct from that of France) comprises under
revenue the imposts of every sort which are col-
lected within the colony and under expenditure
the whole of the civil disbursements, yet the
Financial Delegations and the Superior Council
who vote the budget have not been allowed by
the French Government to ‘‘create the Algerian
stamp for which they have clamoured during the
last six years.” He then proceeds to point out
the advantages which a financial colleague of his
has discovered should the desired permission be
granted, and we extract the following illuminating
passage :—

The series of to be created—postage
stamps, receipt stamps. etc.—would comprise stamps of
1 and § francs, and the total value would be about 25
francs. Every one knows what happens when a new issue
of stamps appears; the serious collectors, of whom the
philatelic journals fix the number at fif¢y thousand, hasien
to buy tbe whole set, Make the multiplication, First
profit accruing to the colony, about fwefve hundred and
Jifty thousand francs!

He points out that France presents the spectacle
‘‘of a bad mother who tries to economize on the
earnings of her children,” inasmuch as by her
refusal to permit the special stamps, much of the
revenue properly belonging to Algeria goes into
her own pocket. He instances two examples.
One is that the largest banking and business
houses, which are but branches of greater estab-
lishments in France, receive their supply of stamps
from head-quarters. The other refers to remit-
tances, in Frenck postage stamps, by parents to
soldier sons serving in Algeria, which are esti-
mated to be on an average ‘‘three francs per
month” for each man. These in happier case
might be sent in Algerian stamps, as is similarly
done in like circumstances at Tunis. A Tunisian
stamp can be procured at any post office at
home, so why not Algerian? He calculates that
80,000 francs per annum might have been realized
by the issue of the special stamps, and asks: ““Is
not the game worth the candle ?”’

As regards revenue, apart from the wonderful
sum to be obtained irom collectors, we don’t think
it is. Taking the latest statistics available, we
find for 1905 the expenditure on posts and tele-
graphs to have been about 9} million francs,
whilst the receipts were only 64 million francs.
It would take many times 80,000 francs to bridge

y the information, and should be sent tothe above-

the gulf, and surely France is entitled to this
slight return for her total expenditure (including
military and extraordinary disbursements) on ac-
count of Algeria, which exceeds the local revenue
by about 75 million francs. No; we think the
‘“clamour ” only arises from a desire to exploit
¢ collectors of new issues,” and we are glad to
see that in this case the French authorities have
up to the present refused to be parties to the
game. Many valuable pages of catalogue might
have been saved had they always been equally
alive to the proprieties.

Still another injustice to Algeria. L’ Annonce
Timébrologigue (July) says that ““from 1st to
oth May last the stamps on letters posted at
Algiers were cancelled by a machine of English
manufacture which had the word of the month
spelt * May’ instead of ‘Mai.'” Surely Algeria
was welcome to an ** English May.” We had
no use for it here this year.

Austria.—There may be another section to add
to the already lengthy list of the 18goissue. e
have been shown the s kr. with a perforation
compound of (a) 9, 93, and (4) 10, 104. This
particular compound is not yet given, but we
should like to see more than a single stamp
before urging its inclusion. The stamp we saw
certainly answered the requirements, but single
specimens are not enough to properly gauge per-
forations that are closely akin.

18go issue.  Perf. 9, 9b, compound with 10, 10b.
Unused. Used.
s.d. s 4

5 kr., rose-carmine . . . - -

Brazil. —We copy the following from the 47, /.
(July) :—

Varieties of perforation keep tuming up; we are shown
the 200 reis, Type 42, Die A, perf. 114 x13, which would
come into the (,P:lalo ue as No. 3185; and the 100 7eis,
current type, 42, Die B, gerf. 13x11. The latter is of the
widely spaced edition, but we can see no watermark in
the specimen before us, which would therefore come in as
No. 322a. The perforations in both cases are 124 to 14
compound with 11, 1rd.

We understand the King of Portugal intends to
visit Brazil next year—he is not having a happy
time at present—and that to celebrate the occasion
a commemorative stamp of 1coreis will be issued,
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strictly limited to 50,000 copies. If the number
of collectors of new issues is correctly estimated
in the Algerian matter, how very cleverly the
Brazilian authorities have calculated the require-

Die A (2001.) and Die B (100 1.).
Perf. compound of 12} 10 14 and 11, 114,
Unused. Used.
s, do s d.
200 T., blue (becomes 318a) . . - -
100 1., carmine (becomes 322a) . — -

Cyprus.—Our publishers have received a
further supply of all values, King’s Heads with
multiple wmk. They are still on ordinary paper,
and the only change we notice is a slight one,
viz. in the colour of the 30 paras; the shade is
now rather a mauve (like the stamps with a single
wmk.) than a purple.

Cing’s Head, Multiple. Ordinary. New shade.
Unused.  Used.
s. d. 5. d.
30 paras, mauve and green . o 2 —_

French P.O. in China.—A foreign contem-
porary has been listing a variety of surcharge on
the current stamps of Indo-China overprinted for
use in post offices in Southern China. It is stated
to be a large ‘““C” in CHINE, and high prices
are asked. We have been shown a stamp having
the variety, but the difference from the normal
surcharge is so slight that collectors can safely
ignore it,

Whilst on the subject of surcharging in China,
perhaps our readers would like to know the result
of the judicial investigation mentioned in the note
after No. A257 of Canton, on page 17 of the
Supplement.  We copy the following from
I Ecko de Timbrologie (31.7.07) :—

THE INDO-CHINA SCANDAL.

The matter of the Indo-China stamp came before the
police court at Hanoi on 13, 14, and 15 June last.
The impression one gathers, from the accounts in the local
papers, is one of the most impenctrable confusion; it
appears quite evident that from the journalists up to the
magistrate nobody knew quite what was the matter. The
only conclusion one can derive from the proceedings is that
for eight years there has been an unrestrained laxity in
the Indo-China postal service; one bas gambled and
trafficked over there withgut shame, all at the expense of
the collector. The hearing of witnesses occupied three
sittings, and after an adjournment of eight days, the affair
ended in a general acquittal.

It was foreseen, but we doubt whether this judicial farce
does much 10 redeem the character of the postal adminis-
tration of Hanoi.

German Empire.—Dr. Buchholz, of Schone-
berg, writing to the Zkilatelisten-Zeitung (July,
1907), inquires as to the standing of a variety of
the 2 marks of 1902. It will be remembered
there were two types of the stamp as under, usually

REerA

N

v

3

Saf

i
%

A &
cof g
d /45

distinguished as (i) with Gothic inscription,
(ii) with Roman inscription. The design is
described in the Catalogue as ‘‘an allegorical
picture of Victory,” but it also typifies the union
of Northern and Southern Germany. Dr. Buch-
holz points out that not only was the inscription
altered, but that the central design was redrawn.
In the first type the sunset effect appears to be
produced by an arrangement of planks, whereas
in the second it looks more like the real thing. He
might also have added that the drawing of the
sea is much improved in the second type, and, as
a resident of *‘Schoneberg,” it is surprising he
omitted to mention the ‘*finer range of moun-
tains” that appears on the second type. The
main feature of the communication, however, is
to say he has seen two specimens, in which the
landscape of the first type figured on the same
stamp with the inscription of the second type.
He saw the first of these specimens, about the
time the stamps were first appearing, in the
stock of a dealer, and upon inquiry learnt that
it had just heen purchased at a Berlin post office.
He failed upon immediate application at the
same post office to obtain a copy, and upon his
return to the dealer the mysterious stamp had
been disposed of. He does not say where he
saw the second specimen, but asks if anything
is known of the variety. He suggests it is an
essay. Possibly the stamp may have been issued
with only the frame altered, but the essay con-
clusion is probably the correct one. The German
catalogues, in which as a rule the stamps of the
Fatherland receive exhaustive treatment, pre-
serve a conspicuous silence on the point. The
matter is hardly one of **New Issues,” but our
readers may find the further differences of type
now pointed out useful and interesting.

Hayti.—According to ZLe Collectioneur de
Timbres-Postes (Aug.), the following are the
quantities of the stamps of 1898-1900 which were
overprinted last year with the oval device as
shown on the next page. .

t centime, 29,000, of which one-third were of
the Simon Sam type, and the rest the Arms type ;
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2 ¢., 13,000 (the proportions not indicated); 3 c., l of years. Can a casval effort be traced, in the

9800; 4 ¢, 2000; §c., 43,900, of which five per

cent only were of the Simon Sam type; 7 c.,
4700; 8¢.,13,000; 10c., 11,8c0; 15cC., 21,400}
20 ¢., 4000 ; 50 c,, 8000 ; and 1 gourde, 5000,

Kiautchou.—Still another value to add to the
list of stamps on watermarked paper. Mr. Philipp
Kosack tells us the 2 c. has been issued in this
state.

||I|I‘ ||n ql |I rlll -|' |
'.|”."!"'.[|. 1]]I|
2 lil"l Yy,
Hlll i ||I "'l l[,

YO

Colonial type. 3 mk. Lozenges.
Unused. Used.
s. d s d.
2c, green . e -

New Hebrides. — L' Anuonce Timbrologigue
(June) announces as follows :—

The question of New Hebrides, a matter of discussion
between France and England since 1878, is stiil an open
one, for it was really shelved by the treaty of April, 1904,
which merely provided for the of an Anglo-
French commission to determine the claims of the two
countries.

This commission setiled a convention recognizing New
Hebrides as lermor) under the joint influence of the two
countries. 1t then d tribunals for joint ad ra
tion. as well as for sepatate French and Engllsh admini-
stration, the chief power being delegated 10 High Com.
missioners for ance and England_respectively. This

ion her the French nor “English
colonists, and fresh negotiations were underiaken by the
two countries.

At the moment it is stated that England has offered to
exchange her colony of Sierra Leone in West Africa for
sole rights in New Hebrides. If this offer is accepted
it will be necessary to give up the issuc of Anglo-French
stamps, which it seems should satisfy both spccialists of
English colonies and of French colonies.

The last remark is rather cryptic, for it is news
to us that there are ** Anglo-French stamps.”
Attempts have often been made to obtain recog-
nition as postage stamps for some labels manu.-
factured for a local steamship company, but these
still justly enjoy that obscurity worthy of *‘ private

stamps.” The other piece of information 1s truly
startling,  Possibly ‘‘the wish is father to the
thought.” We confess ourselves ignorant of the

delights and advantages of this much-debated
terntory in the Pacific, except that cannibalism is
by no means extinct, and that the islands have
long Leen a favourite recruiting ground for the
labour traffic, the natives (danakas) contracting to
work on the Queensland plantations for a term

alleged offer by England, to secure a source of
supply to supplant another form of ¢ yellow
labour ” elsewhere? Sierra Leone was founded
towards the close of the eighteenth century out of
purely philanthropic reasons for the repatriation
of African slaves. It would be only poetic
justice to have done with the colony if our un-
generous suggestion as to ‘‘slavery” (or is it
‘“indentured labour™?) has any basis of truth.
We are very sceptical of the offer, however, and
don’t think ** specmhsts of either French or Eng-
lish colonies” need lose a moment’s sleep on the
point. Perhaps we had better get the member
for the ‘“Old Hebrides” (is it mot Mr. Jas.
Galloway Weir?) to ask a question in the House
and clear up the point. From parliamentary
reports it would appear he is fond of asking
questions.

Norway.—A foreign contemporary states that
the new stamps with values in kroner, and which
are to have-a portrait of the present king, will
not be ready for some months. The design has
been engraved, but the plates have not yet been
made. The colour trials from which the definite
ones are to beselected will be the next proceeding.

Paraguay.—We have received a provisional
§ c., made by surcharging the 2 c., zermilion,
$*HABILITADO — EN — § — CENTAVOS,” in four
lines, somewhat similar to Type 32, except that
the word CENTAVOS is in tall capitals, and with a
bar cancelling the inscribed value, all in black.

We have also received a new value for the
Offticial set, viz. § c., blue, in Type 66. Have
any of our readers seen No. 257 of the Catalogue?
We have our doubts as to its existence, though
the present 5 c. has been a long time making its
appearance.

Type 39. Swrcharged in black.

Unused. Used.
5. d s d
5 ¢. on 2 ¢., vermilion R —
Official stamp. Type 66. Per.’ 114, 12
$ ., blue . . . . -

Portugal.—\We have been shown a sheet of
the current 50 reis in a paler shade of ultramarine
than formerly., Whether this is to be constant
or is only a question of inking for the particular
printing we cannot say. The difference is hardly
enough to warrant two numbers in the Catalogue,
but specialists in this country should certainly
secure the shade now mentioned. Where many
printings have to be made of a stamp it is
difficult to keep the shade of a colour exactly
the same for each, and this is especially the case
with #/uc.  We notice that the 100 reis comes in
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a duller shade than before. No. 361 in the
Catalogue might better be described as bright blne
on bluc and the later shade as dull bluc on azure.

King Carlos. Perf. 11}. New shades.
Unused. Used.
5. 4 s d

so r., pale ultramarine o 5 —

100 r., dull blue on azure . . - —

Réunion.—Several journals record a Postal
Packet stamp as having been issued for this island.
We copy the description from the 2. /. G. B.
(20.7.07).

The stamp is of large size and is printed in two colours.
The background consists of an engraved tint block, with
the familiar head of Liberty in a_circle at the top, xE-
PUBLIQUE FRANCAIS appears on either side of the head
within the circle. The overprint in the second colour
reads; ILE—DE LA—REUNION—COLIS POSTAUX—13 C., in
five lines,

We suspect that the stamp is only for fiscal
purposes, viz. to collect an import tax like similar
overprinted stamps for other colonies.

Siam.—We have seen the 20 and 40 tical
values of the postal fiscals described in our issue
of 6 July, and referred to in our number for 3 Aug.,
and we now give illustrations of the stamp with
surcharge and the surcharge only.

Siam.
Postage

- 20
Ticals.

The colour of the stamps was correctly de-
scribed as olive-green, and the surcharge is in
black, as surmised. The inscribed values in
Siamese correspond to the values surcharged.
Siam in times gone by has not been sparing in
its use of surcharges, but from the interesting
account given quite recently the present use seems

Trinidad. — Zkhe AMetropolitan  DPhilatelist
(20.7.07) says it has seen the new 1s. stamp,
The design remains as before, but the colour is
blue and brown on yellow, instead of black and
blue on yellow.

'
TRINKIDATS |

No particulars are given of wmk., etc., nor as
regards arrangement of colours, so we refrain
from any formal. chronicle. Major Evans in the
current AZ. /. mentions that he has been told *‘ the
1s. exists in distinct shades,” etc. Perhaps the
above may have reference to one of these, We
await further particulars.

Tunis.—The latest new issue here ended in
smoke, We read in a foreign contemporary, that
at a féte on 14 July last, the chief set piece of a
pyrotechnic display was a representation of the
current § fr. stamp.

The design, with its Carthaginian galley, lends
itself well for the purpose, and we learn that the
production was very much appreciated and that

the local *‘Brock™ received quite an ovation
from the Tunisian stamp collectors.

Uruguay.—We have seen a 7 c. in the same
type as that of the latest § c., and are told that a
50 ¢. has also been issued with a like design.

What a sad falling off, from an artistic point of
view, these local efforts show when compared
with the beautiful work of Waterlow and Sons in
the 19c0 and earlier issues !

warranted by circumstances.

).
nused. Used.
s.d. sz a
7¢., brown . . . . . - _
s0C., T0S¢ . . . - _

N.B.—The prices quoted above are thoss at which the stamps may be had from
Stanisy Gidbons, Ltd., 391 8trand, London, W.C.

e r———
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Special Correspondence
Notes from the Orange River Golony

HarrisMITH, O.R.C., 13 July, 1907.

AVING read with interest the several
articles appearing in current issues of our
bright little Stamp Weekly on various of

our colonial possessions, I venture to suggest
that other friends might follow suit, and I am
certain any information, however small, and from
whatever part of the world, would be generally
appreciated by the majority of your readers,
more especially those for whom a certain country
has special attractions. With this object in view,
perhaps a few lines from the Orange River
Colony, lately known as the Orange Free State,
may prove acceptable.

The Current Issue

From a philatelic point of view we are modest ;
so far as regards the present issue of 1903-4,
our highest value issued for postal use is only up
to 5s., and the values of stamps for such purpose
are §d., 1d., 2d., 24d., 3d., 4d., 6d., 1s., and §s.,
in contrast to the neighbouring colony of Natal,
which issues various odd values such as 13d., sd.,
and up to £10. The only change that I have
yet seen is the 1d., which is now printed on paper
with the multiple watermark; the id., so far,
still appears to be of the original issue. We
have not even had to alter the colour of our two
first values, as for instance did the Transvaal,
From the first they were produced in the orthodox
colours of yellow-green for the 3§d. and scarlet
for the 1d., which are now the standard shades,
I believe, and will be universally adopted as
occasion demands by all the colonies now issuing
bi-coloured stamps in the low values. It will
thus be seen that a complete set of the O.R.C.
stamps present-issue is practically within reach of
every collector at a very moderate price, whether
used or unused.

Fascination of Varieties

Chalky paper is at present unknown, though
doubtless we shall, sooner or later, have that
infliction forcibly brought home to us; so far we

are 2 model colony with our King’s Heads, and
set an example for other colonies to follow, or
which they might have followed ; at the same
time I must admit ** variety ™ has its fascinations
when not carried to excess, and I for one, as
2 medium collector, set no small store by the
specimens I have included under this heading.

hat would friend Gibbons do without varieties ?
This, however, is a digression.

The V.R.1. Stamps still available

The stamps of the Orange River Free State
surcharged ** V.R.L” are still available for postage,
and may occasionally be obtained at the local post
oftices, but I should say in a short time they will
be quite used up; no doubt these stamps find
their way from the head office at Bloemfontein,
who may have a small stock left over and are
gradually using them up in this way. I may say
an application I made for some V.R.I. stamps at
the head office was not entertained, although I
had it on good authority they were to be had, or
rather they had them on hand.

Natals perforated “N.G.R.”

One other little thing before closing. If any
of your readers come across the Natal 4d. or 1d.
perforated ¢‘ N.G.R.” they will know these stamps
have been used by the Natal Government Rail-
ways, who now perforate them in this manner.
This has evidently taken the place of the Official
stamp, now defunct. This Official stamp, although
monepolized by the railway during the latter part
of its existence, was formerly also used by the
various government departments generally. The
reason 1 mention this perforated stamp is, that I
only saw it a week or so ago on railway corre-
spondence here in Harrismith, which section of
the railway, although in the O.R.C., is controlled
for the present by the Natal Government, hence
the use of this stamp. It is just as official as the
stamp with the word ** Official ” printed on, but I
doubt if it will be recognized even as a variety.
I certainly intend to keep a specimen myself.

R. H.C.

Philatelic Socicties

Leeds Philatelic Society
Prasident: W. V. Morten.
Non. 8ecratary : C. W. Narding, 1 Mariborough Grove, Leeds.
Meotinge : Tussdaye, Leeds Institute, O ge Street.
Annual Bubscription : Be.
THE seventeenth annual meeting of this Society
was held at the Leeds Institute, Cookridge Street,
on 7 May, the President, Mr. W, Denison Roe-
buck, F.L.S., occupying the chair.

The Secretary’s report, as also those of the
Treasurer and: Librarian, were read to the meeting
and,unanimously adopted. The session has:been
one of the most successful in the history of the
Society, which was founded in May, 1890, and is

the oldest in the provinces, and the all-round
excellence of the displays and papers read (as
duly reported in the philatelic press) transcended
possibly anything given in previous years. The
membership continues to increase, and there are
nine new members awaiting election at the next
meeting on 1 October.

The financial position of the Society is all that
could be desired, a substantial and increased
balance having been lodged at the bank. The
Library, has_been largely augmented, and this now
conbtitiites a valuable asset.

Exchange Section.—The Exchange Manager
read his report, which showed that the percentage
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of sales has been most satisfactory. The total
amount of these reached nearly £37s.

Office bearers elected for the year 1907-8 are
as follows :—Hon. President : M. P. Castle, j.p.
(Vice-President of the Royal Philatelic Society).
President: W. V. Morten, The Drive, Round-
hay, Leeds. Senior Vice-President: C. W.
Harding, 1 Marlborough Grove, Leeds. Junior
Vice-President : J. W. Duffield, 4 South View
Terrace, Headingley, Leeds, Hon. Treasurer:
J. H. Thackrah, 54 St. Michael’s Road, Leeds.
Hon. Secretaries: C. W. Harding, 1 Marlborough
Grove, Leeds; P, M. Knight, 47 Boar Lane,
Leeds. Hon. Librarian: F. A, Padgett, 6 Park

Editorial notes

Bditorial C ions.—All cc
intended for the Editor should be addressed to
Edward J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park,
Tunbridge Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has
mo time for direct correspondence. All letters re-
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head
of **Answers to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—Owing to the great
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un-
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time
is taken up with the expert examination of sur-
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex-
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it
necessary to increase our charges, which in future
will be as follows: 1s. per stamp, postage and re-
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge
is necessary, e.g. examination of U.S, grilles or
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

Lane, Leeds. Hon. Auctioneer : J. E. Kitchen,
Albion Place, Leeds. Exchange Manager: E.
Egly, Arncliffe Road, West Park, Leeds.

Hitherto an entrance fee of 2s. 6d. was pay-
able by new members, but this has now been
abolished, the subscription of §s. per annum
remaining the same as before.

The syllabus is now ready for the new session
1907-8.  Some splendid ~displays have been
arranged, which augurs well for another successful
year. There will also be the occasional stamp
auctions inaugurated last session.

For syllabus and rules apply to the Secretary.

to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog-
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent lightly fastened on
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving
an opinion :—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F.
Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur-
charge forged; R. Reprint; W. Watermark.

Subscriptions,—Subscriptions must be sent to
the publishers as set out on the front page of
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are
now prepared to supply special covers for binding
the numbers of Vol. V of Gibbons Stamp Weekly
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at 1s. 6d.,
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. I. January to June, 1908,

including the rare early numbers. 400 pages,
tos. gd., post-free. Vol. IV. June to December,
19¢6. 414 pages, 45. od., post-free. Vol. V,
January to June, 1907. 428 pages, 4s. od.,

post-free.

Gibbons Stamp ({Ueekly

Edited by EDWARD ]. NANKIVELL

A popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the
general collector, and more especially for
beginners and yougg collectors.
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The Countries of the World,
By Ed. ]J. Nankivell.
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PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or
12 months at the following rates, post-free :—
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12, 6s. 6d. $1.60 | fc. 8.00 { m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our
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Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway
Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper
will be delivered Hat, instead of folded as it would
be if posted.
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Gossip of the Mour

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

New Zealand : Colour of currexat 6d.

Y old friend, Mr. Warhurst, responds
to my appeal to him as a colour
authority, on the correct definition

of the current 6d., which we have been call-
ing pink, and which 1 suggested should be
rose-carmine. Mr. Warhurst writes :—

Dear CorNELIUS,— Your appeal as to 2 colour name is
all very well. 1 am supposed to bave a fair insight of
colour minutiz as well as of details of old stamps, and a
fair amount of foresight has been credited to me (alas!)
which ought to be superior to mere second sight, a quality
needed to answer your query, as I had not had any sight
of the N.Z, stamp in question when G.5. . reached this
site. The new issue of it reached me the same day,
and it seems to be carmine, but it may be thought to have
a rosy tint—for I find that the topsy-turvydom of colour
names, as shown in purples or mauve being mostly called
lilac, has extended to the national reds. Many shades of
deep rose, very near to crimson, are now given as carmine,
while on the other side of the line the lighter scarlets
used for many recent stamps of the one penny value
are also called carmine. Yet to me it is an easier task to
name colours than it is to find some watermarks, or even
the correct gauge of some perforations, and a standard
catalogue of colour names should be as simple a compila-
tionas a “simJ;liﬁed " priced catalogue of the stamps—if
anybody would look at and study it.

That 6d. Blood-red N.Z.

Now, while [ am on the New Zealand track,
let me indulge in a little correction pointed
out by my friend, W. B. Edwards, to wit,
that I should have credited that fiery blood-
red to the no wmk. series of the first colonial
prints, instead of the single N.Z. and Star
series. Of course I should ; but, there, that
comes of dining at Sevenoaks. I ought
to know better, for | have a single and a
glorious pair, all perfectly centred, that I
would barely exchange for a Southern
Nigeria, single CA. In fact, I believe I
could get a dozen of the Southern Nigeria
rarity for one of the 6d. blood-red N.Z.

Cornelius Cranky on N.Z.’s.

I Am told that 1 am regarded as having
gone dotty on Wate-low N.Z.’s. Bosh! I am
dotty on lots of delectable countries, as my
friends would know if they had to pay my
bills. Waterlow N.Z.’s are only one of many
countries in which I endeavourto specialize,

and on all of which | am quite dotty. But,
seriously, my friends who think we arc
making too much of N.Z.’s would do well
to give them a little morc attention, or in the
sweet by and by they will be kicking them-
selves for not having done so.

Wait till they Grow Old

IT used to be “wait till the clouds roll by,”
now it is “wait till they grow old.” The
grand stamps of the hour should be neglected
till they can be classed as old issues. The
prophets have had a go atthem. They were
going to be common ruck, but the said
prophets would like to bay on the quict at
“common” rates a little of such ruck as the
single C A’s.

Big Figures in Stamps

WE are rapidly getting away in the clouds
in the matter of big figures in stamps. 1
have just been making a list of the Gibbons
purchases, and here it is, mostly from Mr.
C. |. Phillips's Fifty Years of Philately :—

Breitfuss, in 1907, about . . . £50,000
Mann’s Europeans, 1906 . . . 30,000
Ayer’s Collection . . . . . 21,000
Castle’s Australians in 1894 . . . 10,000
Ehrenbach’s Germans in 1896 . 6,000
Castle’s second Australians in 160§ . 5750
Rarities from a titled collector in 1904 . 4,700
J. Panwell’s in 1899 . . . . 4,000
Nankivell’s Transvaals in 1903, close on 3,000

To this list may be added the Le Roy
D’Etoilles sales recently held in Paris, which
have realized a grand total of £36,421.

If I could add to these figures collections
purchased by other dealers it strikes me we
sI;ould get a list that would astonish most
of us.

Philatelic Literature

I AM glad to hear that philatelic literature
is beginning to attract the attention of stamp
collectors a little more than it has done.
Here is a pleasant bit of information sent to
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of sales has been most satisfactory. The total
amount of these reached nearly £375.

Office bearers elected for the year 1go7-8 are
as follows :—Hon. President : M. P. Castle, J.p.
(Vice-President of the Royal Philatelic Society).
President: W, V. Morten, The Drive, Round-
hay, Leeds. Senior Vice-President: C. W.
Harding, 1 Marlborough Grove, Leeds. Junior
Vice-President: J. W, Duffield, 4 South View
Terrace, Headingley, Leeds. Hon. Treasurer:
J. H. Thackrah, 54 St. Michael’s Road, Leeds.
Hon. Secretaries: C. W. Harding, 1t Marlborough
Grove, Leeds; P. M. Knight, 47 Boar Lane,
Leeds. Hon. Librarian: F., A, Padgett, 6 Park

Editorial NDotes

Editorial Communications.—All communications
intended for the Editor should be addressed to
Edward ]J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park,
Tunbridge Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has
mo time for direct correspondence. All letters re-
quiring a reply will be dealt with under the head
of “Answers to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—Owing to the great
number of forgeries being offered for sale by un-
scrupulous persons, a great portion of our time
is taken up with the expert examination of sur-
charges, cancellations, perforations, added margins
and corners, and the scores of other tricks that are
resorted to by the faking fraternity.

As this examination can be done only by ex-
perts, whose time is valuable, we have found it
necessary to increase our charges, which in future
will be as follows: 1s. per stamp, postage and re-
gistration extra.

In exceptional cases where special knowledge
is Y, €.g. € ination of U.S. grilles or
Italian postmarks, additional time will be required

Lane, Leeds. Hon. Auctioneer: J. E. Kitchen,
Albion Place, Leeds. Exchange Manager: E.
Egly, Arncliffe Road, West Park, Leeds.

Hitherto an entrance fee of 2s. 6d. was pay-
able by new members, but this has now been
abolished, the subscription of §s. per annum
remaining the same as before.

The syllabus is now ready for the new session
1907-8. Some splendid displays have been
arranged, which augurs well for another successful
year. There will also be the occasional stamp
auctions inaugurated last session.

For syllabus and rules apply to the Secretary.

to allow of such stamps being sent to the recog-
nized experts abroad.

The stamps should be sent. lightly fastened on
sheets, with sufficient space above each stamp for
the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving
an opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F.
Forged; G. Genuine; G.F. Stamp genuine, sur-
charge forged; R. Reprint; W, Watermark.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to
the publishers as set out on the front page of
cover, or to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but
never to the Editor.

Covers for Binding Volumes.—Our publishers are
now prepared to supply special covers for binding
the numbers of Vol. V of Gibbons Stamp Weekly
in art cloth, lettered front and back, at 1s. 6d.,
post-free.

Bound Volumes.—Vol. . January to June, 1905,
including the rare early numbers. 4o0 pages,
10s. 9d., post-free. Vol. 1V, June to December,
19c6. 414 pages, 4s. od., post-free. Vol. V.
Janvary to June, 1907. 428 pages, 4s. od.,
post-free.

Gibbons Stamp (eekly

Edited by EDWARD J. NANKIVELL

A popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the
general collector, and more especially for
beginners and young collectors.

WEEKLY CONTENTS.
The Countries of the World.
By Ed. ]J. Nankivell.
Portraits on Stamps. By Boswell Junior.

New Issues. Written up to date and fully illus-
trated.

Miscellaneous Items of News and Facts.
Gossip of the Hour. By Cornelius Wrinkle.
Philatelic Societies’ Reports.

The Stamp Market. By an Odd Lot. A chat
on Prices.

PREPAID SUBSCRIPTIONS must commence
with the current number, and can be for 3, 6, or
12 months at the following rates, post-free :—

Gt. Britain
and
Colonies.

U.S.A. | France,
and ltaly, or

Canada.| Spain. Germany.

~3 months | 1s. 8d. | goc. | fc. 200 | m. 1.70
6 4 3% 3d. 8oc. | fc. 4.00 | m. 3.25
12, 6s. 6d. | $1.60 | fc. 8.00 | m. 6.50

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our
readers to order G. S. W. from their nearest
Newsagent or Stationer, or from the Railway

Bookstall. This will save postage, and the paper
will be delivered flat. instead of folded as it would

Special Foreign and Colonial Correspond
A s to Correspond
Philatelic Diary of Coming Events. be if posted.

Printed by W. Brenoon & Son, Ltd., Ply b, for the Prop
R 5 T

S'n\m.ly G Lt.dT, 3;: S—t_nnd, London,W.C.
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Gossip of the Mour

By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

New Zealand : Colour of curreat 6d.

Y old friend, Mr. Warhurst, responds
to my appeal to him as a colour
authority, on the correct definition

of the current 6d., which we have been call-
ing pink, and which I suggested should be
rose-carmine. Mr. Warhurst writes :—

Dear CorNELIUS,—Your appeal as to a colour name is
all very well. 1 am supposed to have a fair insight of
colour minutize as well as of details of old stamps, and a
fair amount of foresight has been credited to me (alas!)
which ought to be superior to mere second sight, a quality
needed to answer your query, as I had not had any sight
of the N.Z. stamp in question when G.S. . reached this
site. The new issue of it reached me the same day,
and it seems to be carmine, but it may be thought to have
a rosy tint—for I find that the topsy-turvydom of colour
names, as shown in purples or mauve being mostly called
lilag, bas extended to the national reds. Many shades of
deep rose, very near to crimson, are now given as carmine,
while on the other side of the line the lighter scarlets
used for many recent stamps of the one penny value
are also called carmine. Yet to me it is an easier task to
name colours than it is to find some watermarks, or even
the correct gauge of some perforations, and a standard
catalogue of colour names should be as simple a compila-
tion as a ** simplified " priced catalogue of the stamps—if
anybody would look at and study it.

That 6d. Blood-red N.Z.

Now, while I am on the New Zealand track,
let me indulge in a little correction pointed
out by my friend, W. B. Edwards, to wit,
that I should have credited that fiery blood-
red to the no wmk. series of the first colonial
prints, instead of the single N.Z. and Star
series. Of course [ should ; but, there, that
comes of dining at Sevenoaks. I ought
to know better, for I have a single and a
glorious pair, all perfectly centred, that I
would barely exchange for a Southern
Nigeria, single CA. In fact, I believe I
could get a dozen of the Southern Nigeria
rarity for one of the 6d. blood-red N.Z.

Cornelius Cranky on N.Z.’s,

I AM told that I am regarded as having
gone dotty on Waterlow N.Zs. Bosh! I am
dotty on lots of delectable countries, as my
friends would know if they had to pay my
bills. Waterlow N.Z.’s are only one of many
countries in which I endeavour to specialize,

and on all of which I am quite dotty. But,
seriously, my friends who think we are
making too much of N.Z’s would do well
to give them a little more attention, or in the
sweet by and by they will be kicking them-
selves for not having done so.

Wait till they Grow Old

IT used to be “wait till the clouds roll by,”
now it is “wait till they grow old.” The
grand stamps of the hour should be neglected
till they can be classed as old issues. The
prophets have had a go atthem. They were
going to be common ruck, but the said
prophets would like to bag on the quiet at
*“common” rates a little of such ruck as the
single C A’s.

Big Figures in Stamps
WE are rapidly getting away in the clouds
in the matter of big figures in stamps. I
have just been making a list of the Gibbons
purchases, and here it is, mostly from Mr.
C. J. Phillips’s Fifty Years of Philately :

Breitfuss, in 1907, about . . . 450,000
Mann’s Europeans, 1906 . . . 30,000
Ayer’s Collection . . . . 21,000
Castle’s Australians in 1894 . . . 10,000
Ehrenbach’s Germans in 18g6 . . 6,000
Castle’s second Australians in 160§ . 5,750
Rarities from a titled collector in 1904 . 4,700
J. Panwell’s in 1899 . . . . 4,000
Nankivell’s Transvaals in 1903, closeon 3,000

To this list may be added the Le Roy
D'Etoilles sales recently held in Paris, which
have realized a grand total of £36,421.

If I could add to these figures collections
purchased by other dealers it strikes me we
sl;ould get a list that would astonish most
of us.

Philatelic Literature

I AM glad to hear that philatelic literature
is beginning to attract the attention of stamp
collectors a little more than it has done.
Here is a pleasant bit of information sent to
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me by that well-known philatelic literature
enthusiast, Mr. H. Clark, of Worthing :—

On August 1st a number of philatelists, who are specially
interested in the literature of their subject, met to consider
a proposal for the formation of a saciety, the objects of
which should be to encourage and develop the study and
collecting of philatelic literature. The meeting was held
at the residence of Mr. Fred J. Melville, and the following
resolution was unanimously adopted :—

*“That it is the opinion of this meeting that it is de.
sirable to form a Society to promote the collection and
study of literature relating to Philately; to compile,
grim, and publish works of value to the librarian and

ook collector ; 10 assist in the interchange ofduglicates;
and generally to place upon record everything tbat may

Furtber Notes on

appertain to the history and bibliography of stamps and
stamp collecting.”

A further motion was also adopted :—

‘“ That steps be taken to form a Society in accordance
with the previous resolution by circularising those likely to
be interested in the subject.”

It is hoped that the present endeavour may lead to
the formation of a Society which will be able 10 accom-
plish good work in a much neglected branch of Philately,
and which will have both the financial and operative sup-
port to a Fr d exi A general in-
augural meeting will be held on Thursday, September
19th, and all those who are interested are requested to
communicate with Mr, F. J. Peplow, 185 Barry Road,
Dulwich, S.E., and they will receive due notice of place
and time of meeting.

The Breitfuss Gollection

By CHARLES ]. PHILLIPS

HE following volumes have been priced
since the last notice, and can now be
sent on approval to collectors who

desire to see them ; or the collection as far
as priced can be inspected during office hours
at 391 Strand, London.

VOLUME XIII
India, Strait Settlements

The /ndia stamps are rather a good lot,
with several pages of essays and reprints.
In the postage stamps in the better things are
two of the 4 anna, red ; a pair and two singles
of the 1 anna, with pointed bust, unused ; 4
annas, inverted head, used, cut to shape; 4
annas, first printing, with blue wavy line all
round and rosettes in each corner, a magnifi-
cent unused stamp, with gum : this rarity
came through us from the Garth Collection.
In the 4 annas, last printing (stamps close
together), there are a vertical pair, a horizon-
tal strip of three, and a single, all unused, with
gum, and many pairs and singles of different
varieties used. In this first issue there are full
sheets of the § anna, blue, and of the 2
annas, deep green. In the issue of 1856,
no watermark, there are three of the rare
2 annas, green, one unused, one with the
trial cancellation, and one poor piece, un-
doubtedly genuinely used with the correct
Indian postmark of that date. There is a
good lot of the long Service stamps, including
three of the 2 annas, one being on the Foreign
Bill stamp with the top and bottom inscrip-
tions not cut off. Of the 4 annas, there are
four, including a very fine pair; 8 annas,
two, one being unused. The Telegraph
stamps are very fine, the rarest being a rather
poor specimen of the 1861 issue, 4 annas,
oblong. The later issues are represented by
some very fine unused stamps, and by some
scarce provisionals.

Straits Settlements.—A fairly good lot,
though not strong in the rare minor varieties
of the surcharges. In the Straits Settlements
proper there 1s a fine specimen of the g6 c.,
full gum, perf. 124. Inthe scarce 10c.on 30¢.
there are a number of good types, ninc unused
and four used. Two interesting pairs are the
5. on 8c. and the 7 c. on 32 c., one stamp in
each pair being the variety without a stop
after “cents.”

Bangkok.—A very good lot and includes
most values, unused and used. In the rare
stamps are 3oc. fine, unused, full gum ; g6 c,,
unused and used ; 4 ¢., rose, unused and used,
and two of the “ Twocents” on the 32¢c. In
the Native States there are many scarce varie-
ties and errors, especially in the early stamps,
but they are very difficult to describe in a
short article.

In Sunjei Ujong 1 wish to draw special
attention to a 4 C., rose, overprinted with the
letters “S.U.” wide apart with a full-stop after
each letter. This stamp has been taken out
of the Catalogue on the authority of some of
the specialists who have studied the country,
owing to the fact that the letters are spaced
further apart than those on the common 2 c.,
brown. Luckily Mr. Breitfuss was in the
habit of noting both the date when he bought
a stamp and the price paid for it. He re-
ceived this stamp from Messrs. Whitfield
King & Co., soon after it had been issued, at
the price of 2s. We have written to that firm
about the matter. They have kindly informed
us that they would certainly never have

[ bought any such provisionals except directly,

and that although they do not recollect this
particular stamp, they remember they had a
quantity of the Sunjei Ujong stamps over-
printed “S.U.” I think that the stamp,coming
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as it did more than twenty years ago at sucha
low price and from such a source as Messrs.
Whitfield King & Co., must be undoubtedly
genuine, and 1 consider that this variety
should be restored to the Catalogue. Thereis
abeautifullot of the4 c.,rose ; 8c.,orange ; and
10c,black,overprinted “Sungei Ujong,” with
some of the rare types, which are seldom to
be met with, except in a very old collection
like this.

VOLUME XV
Ceylon, Hong Kong, Labuan, and Borneo

A fairly interesting volume, though I can-
not say it is so strong as many other volumes
in the collection. The Ceylon lacks blocks
and the rare things, unused. In the better
things are three of the 4d., imperf.,, two of
the 8d., four of the od., six of the 1s. 9d., and
three of the 2s., and a fairly good specimen
of the 1s. imperf,, unused. In the water-
mark Star there are two of the 8d., brown,
used ; and two unused and two used of the
8d., yellow-brown. The no-watermark set is
complete, unused, with a number of used.
In the issue of 1864, watermark Crown and
CC, there is an unused of the 6d., perf. 13 ;
there is also a magnificent 10d., wermilion,
unused, with gum. The later issues are
fairly good, unused and used, and include
most of the scarce provisionals. There is a
very good lot of the unused Telegraph
stamps, including rare varieties in the pro-
visionals.

Hong Kong.—A fair, but not strong set,
used and unused. The best stamp is the
96 ¢., yellow-brown, unused, with full gum.

Labuan.—This is quite a good lot with a
number of rare things. The 1879 issue,
Crown and C A sideways, includes the 2 c.,
used and unused, and the 12 c., used and
unused. In the provisionals of 1880 there
are five of the 8 on 12, two being unused,
and in a right-hand lower corner pair, i.c.
the stamps are Nos. g and 10 on the sheet.
This is interesting, as No. 9 is the variety
with the inverted “g”; thus the position of
this variety is located on the sheet. I do
not think it has been noted before. This
pair was bought from Pemberton, Wilson
& Co. for 4s.; its value now is £24. There
is a fine stamp, with full gum, of the one
dollar, manuscript surcharge on the 16 c.,
blue. In the issue of 1883 there is a fine
2 ¢. on 16 c. with the letters in capitals. In
the issue of 1891 there is a number of rare
provisionals, the best being the “6” on 16,
blue, full gum, sold by our firm at gos. and
now worth £18,

Rorneo.—Practically complete with all the
em:irs of the surcharges, mostly unused and
used.

VOLUME XVI
Egypt, Sudan, Liberia, British East Africa,
Zanzibar, and Uganda

Egypt—An exceptionally fine lot of the
stamps of a country which is much sought
for just now, as many collectors claim it to
be really a British Protectorate. Ifit were not
for fear of causing a rupture in the “ Entente
Cordiale,” T should be very much inclined to
put this country in Part I of our Catalogue.
There are many pages of proofs and
essays; some of them are undoubtedly
extremely rare, and many of them I have
never seen before. Among the issued stamps
I draw attention to:—1866, two of the s
piastres, red, with the surcharge of the
10 piastres, one being used on portion of
original and the other unused. There is a
téte-bécke pair of the 10 piastres, unused. I
consider this to be undoubtedly the rarest
Egyptian stamp and really among the rarities
of the world, as very few are known. There
are several values in pairs, imperf. vertically,
and several of the 2 piastres, yellow, bisected
and used as 1 piastre. In the issue of 1867
most of the values are in blocks of four,
showing the four types, and also in singles,
used and unused. The 1872 issue is ex-
ceptionally strong in the interesting téfe-bécke
varieties, there being no fewer than twenty-
four pairs printed //0-béc/e ; there are several
interesting pairs, imperf. between, used and
unused. In the provisionals of 1879 there
are two each #e-6éche pairs of the § and 1o
paras; in Sudan, first issue, strips of six,
showing varieties of the surcharge and several
inverted overprints.

In Liberia there is rather a poor lot of the
early issues, the imperf being extremely
weak. An interesting thing is an horizontal
pair of the 12 c., blue, perf. 11} all round,
but imperf. between. British East Africa
is a very good lot. The imperf. stamps of
1890 are represented by singles, pairs, and
some blocks of four; the most interesting
page is that of the provisionals of 1891.
Knowing how rare these are now it is inter-
esting to note the old prices. Thus, in the
stamps with the surcharge written and
initialled *“ A.B.” there is a fine unused stamp,
4 anna on 2 annas, vermilion, full gum,
bought from Th. Bubl in 1892 for 15s.; its
value nowis £21. There is an exceptionally
fine block of four of these stamps, used.
The great rarity, 1 anna on 4 annas, brown,
unused, and with gum, was bought also from
Th. Buhl for 15s.; its value now is f3o.
The hand-stamped provisionals, $ anna and
I anna, are also well represented. The 1895
issue on the company’s stamps are complete
used and unused, with some duplicates. In
the issue on the Indian stamps there are
several rare errors. In the later issues
there is a number of very interesting and
rare trials for different values, viz. a set of
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the large stamps, Queen’s Head, with the
different values painted in by hand. Among
the better things in Zanzibar are 1 anna,
blue, surcharge, unused, several of the errors
“Zanibar,” several * Zanzidars,” a pair of the
§ rupies, one stamp with the “ R” inverted,
and many interesting varieties in the latter
issues. In Uganda there is a very fair lot
of each issue, including several singles and
strips on letters, some interesting pairs and
blocks printed #te-bécke, and two of the very
rare manuscript provisionals, 15 on 10, and
15 on 4o.

VOLUME XX
Panama, Pietersburg

This is only a small volume, but it con-
tains a very good lot of the Panama with
the different settings and minor varietics
properly worked out. In the rare things are
a lot of the first and second issues of the
rare “Bocas del Toro.” The Pictersbury
are a very fine lot and include most of the
varieties 1n our Catalogue, and quite a num-
ber of minor varieties which we have not
catalogued or met with before.

VOLUME XX1
Dominican Republic,
Haiti, and British Honduras

This is a small volume, but it contains
some very fine stamps. In Dominican
Republic there are hfteen of the first issue,
including two of the “un real,” deep green,
and three of the “un real,” buff. The issues
of 1866 to 1871 contain a number of the rare
varieties, among them being the 4 real, blue,
with the inscription and the value in blue, a
variety which [ never was able to get in my
old collection, which I exhibited in London.
In the issues 1880 and 1882 there is a num-
ber of rare errors, e.g. surcharges on the
wrong stamp, inverted surcharges, etc.

Haiti—This is only a small lot of stamps,
with a few good shades in the old issues,
and a few interesting stamps, such as pairs,
imperf, between.

British Honduras.—A very good lot in-
deed. The issues of 1866 to 1883 are repre-
sented by a good number of stamps, the un-
used especially including some rare shades.
In the provisionals of 1888 there are all the
rarities, chief among them is the exceed-
ingly rare “Two” cents on * 50” cents on
“s.”, grey, the “Two0” being in black in-
stead of in red. Only five other specimens
of this stamp are known toexist. This stamp
is one of the authentic ones and is initialled
“Ww.G.A.” on the back, the “A” standing for
“Ackerman” ; the date is “3.5.91.” It was
sold to Mr. Breitfuss by Th. Buhl for fis5;
it is now valued at {150. Considering that
this is the last stamp of this variety likely to
be on the market, it is certainly a bargain at
the lateer price. In this issue I note also
the rare 3 c. on 3d., brown, perf. 12} ; this

was sold by Mr. Buhl in the early 'nineties
for 2s.6d.; its value has now risen to £ 14,
and it is not an easy stamp to find at that
price with a genuine surcharge. Then there
1s the 2 c. on 1d., perf. 14, with the surcharge
inverted ; and an interesting envelope is one
franked by two stamps of 6 on 1oc., one
having the “6” in red, and the other with
the “6” in black, both surcharges being in-
verted. The later issues are also very com-
plete and include a quantity of stamps on
letters and bisected stamps used for half
their value.

VOLUME XXII
Hawaiian Islands, Fiji Islands,
Tonga, Coolts Island

In the Hazwarian Islands, which are a
very good lot, I note in the rare issuc of
1851 the 5c., unused; 13c., the commoner
variety, Type 1, fine, used; and 13 c., the rare
variety, Type 1 and 2, used. These are four
exceedingly rare stamps, which are to be
met with now in only a few really old col-
lections. The issue of 1853 includes a good
lot of the 5 c. and 13 c. on the different
papers. Among them are the 5 c. on the
thick white paper, two stamps, one used, on
the original cover, also a 13 c., surcharged
“5” in black ink, and used along with the
U.S. 12 ¢, imperf. The large figure stamps
are well represented and include a number
of scarce varieties and errors, there being
some uncut sheets and several stamps on
envelopes.

In Fzjé there are fifteen of the * Times
Express” and a fine lot of the provisional
issues of 1875 and 1876, there being no
fewer than thirty-one of this scarce issue
among them, several interesting errors, e.g.
inverted *A” used for “v”, round and Gothic
stops mixed, etc.

The Zonga and Cook's Island do not con-
tain anything of special interest.

VOLUME XXIV
United States

This is a big volume and undoubtedly a
good lot. The first pages are taken up bya
good selection of the * Carrier” stamps,
many of which are on the original letters.
Then comes a nice page of the 5 c., black,
large head of 1845, including two stamps
double struck. On the next page are four
St. Louis, with a 10 c. on pelure paper, a
very rare stamp on the original cover. Then
there are many essays and trials, and
following them come the Government issues.
In the issue of 1847, 5 c., unused, is a block
of six and eight singles, unused and a
number of used. The 1851 includes a fair
number of blocks and some very fine shades;
the best stamp in this issue is the 24 c,
imperf. Of the “Carrier” stamps there is
the Franklin, 1851, unused and used. The
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first perforated issue of 1857 is a good lot.
Of the first type, § c., there are five unused
and eleven used, showing all shades. In the
24 ¢., plum, rare colour, there are two; one
of these was obtained by Mr. Breitfuss from
the Post Office Department in St. Peters-
burg in 1880 ; this is interesting, as it tends
to prove, 1 think, that this colour was the
first printing, and that it was used by the
U.S. Government to distribute to other
countries ; perhaps this is why we have not
found the stamp used. In the issue of 1861
there are some choice things. Evidently
in the old days Mr. Breitfuss did not know
about the premiéres gravures, and he has
only a few stamps which were taken, seem-
ingly, as striking shades. Among them I
note the 3 c., two of the 10 ¢, and a magnifi-
cent specimen with full gum of the rare joc.
In the ordinary stamps of this issue there
are two of the 3 c., vermilion, three with
gum of the 5 c, yellow, and a large number
of shades and varieties in the other values.
The reissue set of 1875 is complete. In
the issue of 1867, grille all over, there is a
pair, unused, bought from Moens for 6s. ;
the value now is £13. The other grille
stamps are well represented, including fine
blocks of four, In the beautiful issue of
1869 there are several pages of interesting
proofs, perhaps the best bcmg the unadopted
designs, e.g. the 1, 2, 3, 12, and 15 c. with
small figures, and the 10 ¢. and 30 ¢. in
the unadopted types. In the regular stamps
of that date there are fine pieces in shades
of all values, and beautiful used 15, 24,
and 30 c. with censres inverted. In the
variety without grille, but with brown gum,
there are the 1, 2, 3, 15, 24, 30, and go ¢,
unused, and also some used. In the reissue
of 1875 the set is complete, unused, with
several values, used. In the 18735 issue,
special printings, there are only the 7, 13,
and 24 ¢.  In the later issues there is a num-
ber of varieties, imperf., used and unused.

The Departmental stamps are very strong ;
in most departments there are at least three
sets complete, two being unused and one
used. In the “State,” high values, there
are four of the 2 dollars and one each of the
5, 10, and 20 dollars. In the imperf., card-
board proofs, there are two or three sets of
each issue in varying shades. In the Navy
Department I note the error 2 c., green,
perf.; a pair of the 2 c., imperf. ; and the 2 c,,
black, perf. and imperf. The Periodicals are
a very strong lot, and to finish up there are
some pagesof the*Fractional currency notes,”
and a good set of the Telegraph stamps.

VOLUME XXXIV
Switzerland

A very good book, in which Mr. Breitfuss
took a great interest. In the Cantonal stamps
there are as follows :—

Basle—2}% rap,, three unused and four
used, one on letter.

Geneva.—5 + 5, one unused, two used, one
on letter cut the wrong way, and a pair re-
joined. A very beautiful page.

Of the single 5 c., both large and small
cagle, there is a fine assortment in singles,
pairs, and some with scarce obliterations.
5 c., green on white, cut out of envelope and
used on entire letter : a very finc stamp with
the black “ grille” postmark.

Zurich.—Horizontal lines, 4 rap.,the five
types unused and the five types used. The
unused are a beautiful set, and include a
mint pair, Types 4 and 5 Mr. DBreitfuss
bought this pair from the late Mr. Schulze
nearly thirty years ago for £4; the value
now is f£120. 6 rap., horizontal lines, a
beautiful strip of the five types, unused,
bought from Moens in 1881 for £35 10s. ; its
value to-day is £75. There are two of the
6 r. retouched, both on original lctters, and
a number of use(l, including several rare
postmarks. Vertical lines, 4 rap., onc unused,
and a magnificent matched set of five types
used, all on portions of original letters;
6 rap., two types unused and many used,
including one stamp retouched.

Geneva (so-called Vaud).—4 c., unused, and
two used ; 5 c., unused, and seven used.

Geneva (so-called Neufchdtel).—Two 5 c.,
unused, with full gum, and two used.

Zurich (so-called  Winterthur).— Two
singles and a vertical strip of four, unused,
the latter a very fine thing; also several
used.

Orts-Post : no frame ; a very fine complete
made-up plate of the forty types, well matched
in colour; also a pair and single, used.
Poste Locale: 2} rap., without frame, the
five types used. Orfs-Post: with frame;
complete made-up plate of forty types, used,
exceedingly fine; four unused and many
singles used.

Poste Locale: with frame; a complete
made-up plate of forty types, several singles
used, and seven unused. The * Rayons,”
deep blue, pale blue, and the orange stamps,
have been plated, used and unused. The
latter are a fine lot, and in this collection is
the only attempt | have seen to reconstruct
the plates, unused. The silk-thread stamps
of 1854 are a very nice lot and include
nearly seventy unused, including several of
the rare Munich print ; the best of them are
two of the 5 rap, red- brown, and three
of the 4o rap., yellow-green. Quite a rarity
in this issue is an envelope franked by 1}
stamps of = rap, dated August, 1862,
“Locano.” This bisection was authorized
specially for the 3 c. rate to Italy, and was
allowed to be used only between April and
August, 1862. In this volume there is also a
large number of rare essays and colour-
trials.

(70 le continmed.)
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General Collecting

For Plecasure and Profit
With Many of the Advantages of Specialism

By M. Z. KUTTNER

FROM THE *“P. J. of G. B.”

E are continually being told now-
adays that it is impossible for the
ordinary man to be a general col-

lector and at the same time have any claims
to be considered a philatelist in any real
sense of the word.

The stock arguments against “generalism”
repeated year in and year out eventually re-
solve themselves into the two desiderata—
abundance of time and money beyond those
of the average business or professional man.

And yet it has appeared to me lately that
there might be a way by which a person of
even extremely limited means might be en-
abled to permit his philatelic sympathies to
extend beyond the spacious bounds of—say
Wadhwhan or the Ionian Islands.

The system which [ advocate, which, by
the way, appears likely to prove fairly suc-
cessful as far as I personally am concerned,
is to my mind comparatively simple.

To begin with, I start my collection in a
set of the Imperial Albums (10th edition). I
say, advisedly, start, since, as will be seen
shortly, I do not intend to continue it alto-
gether in these most convenient receptacles.

I use the 1oth edition because by so
doing I shall have the minimum number
of King’s Heads, with their single and
multiple watermarks, ordinary and chalk-
surfaced paper, and other peculiarities be-
Joved of the modern philatelic (?) speculator.

Doubtless all these details have their uses
and reasons beyond and apart from Postal
Revenue purposes. Doubtless, also, they are
just as interesting philatelically, and quite as
wotthy of collection as varieties of South
Australian perforations and watermarks or
types of first issue Shanghais.

I grant all this at the outset so as to save
the editor and publishers of the £. /. G. B.
from being overwhelmed by the crowd of
indignant protestors against my heresies—to
which, nevertheless, I shall adhere for the
present.

Furthermore, I do not intend to take more
unused stamps than 1 can help. I do not
say that [ will relentlessly refuse asylum to
an otherwise desirable stamp on the ground
that it is not postmarked. But in my collec-
tion unused stamps will be strictly subordi-
nated and supplementary to fine used speci-
mens.

Lastly, though I shall not absolutely make
no exceptions, I intend to let the great bulk
of my purchases consist of such stamps as
can be bought at from about 1s. to 10s. each.

As I am willing to take anything and
everything colonial or non-colonial, fashion-
able or unfashionable, provided it be in really
fine used condition, 1 have no difficulty in
spending as much money as I can spare in
purchases much below catalogue price. And
since, at the outset at any rate, I himit myself
to the varieties provided for in the Imperial,
I do not (having, I trust, a very little common
sense) become the proud possessor of no-
thing but “ undesirables at any price.”

But whatever one buys one must inevit-
ably find the issues of some countries grow-
ing more complete than others. When this
occurs I seize the opportunity of gratifying
my *specialist” tendencies.

As so0n as, say, 2-3—3-4 of the spaces pro-
vided for any one country or state become
filled | judge that country worthy of special
attention for a short time. By *special at-
tention” 1 do not mean to imply that I at
once commence * bloating.” On the con-
trary, although 1 do read up whatever special-
ist articles I can find dealing with the stamps
under consideration, I confine my energies
to filling up (still with fine used specimens) as
many gaps as possible and add merely such
additional shades and other rarities as seem
to me to be fairly distinctive in the articles
I have read, though beyond the scope of a
catalogue or my album.

But since, to do this, I should make a very
untidy mess of those pages devoted to the
country in question, I get out of the diffi-
culty by removing the whole lot of stamps
to a small blank book—preferably with move-
ableleaves. Now | separate the used from
the unused, mounting the latter on pages by
themselves duly inserted in their proper posi-
tions among the various issues. If, however,
I bave no unused stamps of certain periods
1 do not emphasize that fact by means of a
fine array of empty pages.

When | have found the number of gaps
reduced almost to vanishing point, or the
difficulties in the way of filling them very
seriously increased, I make a note of my
wants in that particular country and return
again to my general collecting. By and by
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the same process is repeated with another
and yet another country.

So much for my method. Now for the

advantages which I claim for it, premising,

as before, that I am speaking from the point
of view of one who is limited both as to time
and money,

In the first place, my thirty years’ experi-
ence of stamp collecting convinces me that
it is practically impossible for any one to be-
come a successful specialist without a pretty
fair general knowledge of stamps. Of course,
there are exceptions, but in the majority of

cases it is this general knowledge alone that -

saves the collector from many serious mis-
takes. Also, I think that the advanced
specialist is apt to fall out of touch and
sympathy with those to whom his own pets
do not appeal, and in other ways to become
philatelically narrow minded.

My preference for fine used specimens is
dictated by considerations (1) of cost, (2) of
safety, and (3) of stability or rather pro-
spective increase in value.

At the present time the cry is all for un-
used, and naturally the demand creates the
supply, so far as it will go. But since, in
many cases, the demand 1s far greater than
the supply, the * faker ” has promptly availed
himself of the opportunity. I do not wish to
pose as an alarmist, nor, in spite of all that [
have seen and heard of the prevalence of
cleaned stamps, do I think that these are
altogether so difficult of detection as some
people imagine. Yet while the man of means
and leisure need have comparatively few
fears on that score, his less fortunate com-
panion, who cannot always go to one of the
big dealers and get a London Society’s
Certificate of soundness with each purchase,
may often discover that he has been taken in
only when it is too late.

The price, too, for fair unused stamps is, to
my mind, altogether out of proportion to that
for fine used ones. Of course an absolutely
“mint” specimen, without the faintest sus-
picion of cleaning, mending, or regumming
about it, is worth whatever a rich man will
give for it. But what about those stamps—
the great majority —that do not fulfil all these
requirements. Surely these must always be
of more or less doubtful value differing in
each individual instance.

And since, if stamp collecting is to con-
tinue, the bulk of collectors cannot belong
to the millionaire class, it seems certain, to
my mind, that there must be a constantly
increasing demand and appreciation for
really fine used specimens.

Similar considerations, mulatis mutandss,
influence me with regard to my partiality for
what may be termed the “mddle class”
among stamps. Expensive stamps very soon
lead to a fairly great lock-up of capital out-
lay, when the collection is apt to become so

much an investment that its passable cash
value and the fluctuations of the market
frequently detract greatly from the enjoy-
ment that should be derived from the hobby.
Then, too, though the general tendency 1s
upwards, quite a number of high priced
stamps appreciate so slowly that the “un-
earned increment” attaching to them by no

. means pays a reasonable interest on the in-

vestment. For one stamp that in a given
time has risen in value from £i1o to 412,
there are many hundreds that have risen
from 1s. to 3s. or more, thus affording
the man of moderate means a far greater
prospect of recouping himself for his outlay
should he unfortunately be obliged to realize,

As a general rule, too, the “fakers” con-
fine their operations to the more valuable
varieties, so that one can purchase such
stamps as those to which I have referred
without fear. This class of stamp, too, is the
one on which the dealer finds 1t easiest to
make a reasonable profit, so that he, in his
turn, can give better value to his customer,

Lastly, the “reasonable” specializing which
I describe seems, so far as 1 have been able
to ascertain by experience, to commend itself
greatly to the more respectable and reliable
dealers. Although, considering the lines on
which [ collect, my “specialist” purchases
cannot amount to very large amounts in any
particular country. I have on all sides upon
explaining my system been treated with
quite exceptional consideration. And since
after all stamp collecting would be impos-
sible without stamp dealers, it seems to me
that a plan which enlists these gentlemen’s
hearty and practical sympathy must be
mutually advantageous to ll))oth buyer and
seller.

BARBADOS

By E. D. Bacon and F. H. Napier

With a Mistory and Description of the Star-watermarked
Papars of Messrs. Perking Bacon & Co.

This important publication, consisting of 120
pages, is illustrated with three sheets of autotypes
of stamps (specially showing all the varieties of the
1d. on half of §s.), three facsimile reproductions
of the Star watermarks, an Appendix containing
copies of original correspondence, etc. etc., a list
of the number of Stamps of each value printed by
Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co, and Messrs. De La
Rue & Co.

Price 7s. 6d. in strong cover, or 10s. 6d. well
bound in cloth, gilt edges; post-free 3d. extra,

A VERY HANDSOME PRESENT
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties, A grand packet,
every stamp being different and genuine, and thus
forming a choice collection in itself.
£3 post-free and registered,

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,,
9t Strand, London, W.C,
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Forgeries and Reprints

How to Detect Them
By REV. ROBERT B. EAREE

BRITISH GUIANA-—continued
Issue of 1856. 4 c., blacK on blue

Genuine.—The paper is blue-faced ; instead of
red-faced. I have not been able to get this; but I
conclude that the design is the same as that of the
4 ¢., magenta.

Forged.—Lithographed, on thick, hard, blue-
faced white wove paper, with a shiny surface.
The design is exact/y the same as that of the
forgery of the 4 c., crimson.

POSTMARKS
Genuine.—My specimen is lettered :

four lines.

Forged.—My blue 4 c. is uncancelled ; the
crimson one has I, with ¢ Paid” betwcen two
transverse lines in the centre (lithographed), and
a large ‘‘5” (hand-stamped) added separately,
as a sort of surcharge, besides the postmark.
Another copy bears 98, with REGISTERED, in
large Dblock capitals, obliquely across it, all
lithographed.

Nore.—Both genumc and forged have the sig-
nature ‘“ E. Lew ” upon them ; the genuine has
it written ; it is lithographed in the forgeries.
Issue of 1862 ; Provisionals, 1, 2, 4 cents ;

Rouletted 6

These stamps are of local manufacture,
type-set, with initials of the Acting Receiver-
General of the Colony written in the centre,
in red or black ink. Most of the specimens
that I have handled were cut, but I believe
they were all rouletted 6. There is not a full
set of any one of the six types. The sheet
contains four horizontal rows, of six stamps
in a row, thus making twenty-four stamps on
the sheet. They are disposed in the follow-
ing manner, the numbers in the compart-
ments being those of the six types :—

SHEET oF THE 1t CENT.

HEEBEE
2 2|2| 2| 2
IR

sl

3 ]
SHEET OF THE 2 CENTSs.
2 | 2} 2‘ 2 2 | 2

P2 zl:zoz

I III z I |t

T T 313 3|3

SHEET OF THE 4 CENTS.

According to this, and the 1 in 2 cents,
Type 111 is the rarest, and Type I1. is the
commonest ; in the 4 cents, Type VI. the
rarest, and T ype V. the commonest. Here
are the six types :—

Tvee L (¢, 2¢.).

.3,\ 9’&9’3&7&’%’&

iuswoumm
lsmmasl'ﬁ
Tvee Il (1 ¢, 2¢.).

HBITSTIE

GUIANA 89 AR
B 3% & GUIANA
& w?g L a6
= =3 a- 3
g- PR & & 5
& (225 Qm o
g‘i__’f‘% Q& B
FOUR CEN'T & 2 "OUR CENTS
temsswuasnd  Svues
Tyre V. (4 ¢.). Tvee VI (4 c.).

The values are :—

TyPE I.—With border of pearls: 1¢c,2¢.

TyPE 11.—With border of pointed, oblique
ovals, containing crosses: 1 c., 2 C.

TvPE 111.—With border of little bunches
of grapes: tc,2¢.

TyPE IV.—With border of quatrefoils,
containing crosses: 4 ¢. This type exists
both with and without interior lines.

TYPE V.—With border something like the
“eyes” of the dressmakers’ “hooks and eyes,”
each “eye” having a little circle or ring in

i 4c



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

121

TyPE VIL.—With border of trefoils: 4 c.
There are no interior lines in this type.

From this description it will be understood
that there are three types of the 1 c. and 2 ¢,
and three of the 4 c¢.; but that none of the
types of the 4 c. resemble either of the lower
values.

1 Cent, black on rose

Genuine.—Type-set, on rather thick, rough,
r0se wove paper, rouletted.

Tyrr I.—The lines separating the pearl border
from the lettering are not continuous.  Each little
ornament is evidently cast as a pearl with a dash
below it, the dash being of about the same width
as the pearl. Thus, when the pearls are arrayed
side by side, the dashes appear, at a distance, to
form one uninterrupted straight line ; but, looked
at closely, the line is broken below the space
between every two pearls. This is the case with
all the eight stamps of this type. In the fifth
pearl from the top, on the left side ol the stamp,
there is only the usual crescent-shaped shading,
with no round black spot, to the left of the
shading, in the pearl. The perpendicular side-
line, to the right of BRITISH, and the similar one
to the left of POSTAGE, are both broken into at
least four, and in one case into five, separate
Fieces, instead of each forming one continuous
tne,

VARIETIES OF TYPE I.—The thirteenth stamp
on the sheet (i.e, the first of Type I.) has an
upright dash near the left-hand end of the Gurana
label, and a shorter dash before the P of POSTAGE.
The fourteenth stamp has an upright dash after the
H of BRITISH. The fifteenth stamp has a curious
scroll-ornament, instead of a pearl, over the first A
of GUIAX A, and the fourth pearl from the left, at the
hottom of the stamp below the E of ONE, is turned
on its side, so that the crescent points to the right,
instead of downwards, and the short line which
should be between the pearl and the E appears as
an upright dash between this pearl and its left-
hand neighbour. There is a sort of colon after
BRITISH. The I of GuiANA is a 1. The seven-
teenth stamp has a stop at the left-hand end of
the GUTANA label. The nineteenth stamp has an
upright dash at the left-hand end of the GuraNa
label, and a colon of square stops before the 1 of
POSTAGE. In the twentieth stamp the head of
the T of BRITISH is faint, and the right-hand end
of the line above ONE CENT is bent downwards a
good deal.

Tvrr IL—In all the twelve stamps of this type,
the sharp ends of the ovals in the bottom corners
point towards the centre of the stamp. The
sharp ends of the ovals down the right side of the
stamp point obliquely upwards to the left. (See
varieties Lelow, for a few exceptions.} The fifth
oval down the right side is the same pattern as
the rest.

VARIETIES OF TyPE II.—The first stamp on
the sheet has an ~‘hook-and-eye” ornament,
instead of a crosseu oval, to left of the T1 of
BRITISH. The second stamp has the top oval,
and the bottom oval but one on the right-hand
side, with their sharp ends pointing downwards,
instead of upwards. The third and fourth stamps

have the oval in the right top corner pointing
downwards. The fifth stamp (like the second)
has the top oval, and the bottom oval but onc on
the right side, pointing downwards. The sixth
and seventh stamps have the oval in the right top
corner pointing downwards. The eighth stamp
has the same, and, in addition, the sixth oval
from the top, on the right side, points downwards,
and there is a colon before the P of POSTAGE.
The ninth stamp has the oval in the right top
corner pointing downwards. The eleventh stamp
has the same, and, in addition, the fifth oval from
the top down the right side has a large dot in it,
and the seventh oval from the top, down the left
side of the stamp, points upwards, and the top of
the H of BRITISH is broken. In the twelfth
stamp, the third oval down the right side is a
curious pattern, quite different from the rest, and
the seventh oval on the same side points upwards
and outwards., The H of BRITISH is broken, and
there is a large dash before the P of POSTAGE in
this twelfth stamp.

Tyre III.—Each of the two perpendicular
lines, to the right of BRITISH, and left of
POSTAGE, is broken into four, five, and even six
separate pieces. The oneto theright of BRiTISH,
if prolonged downwards, would pass clear to the
right (or, in the last stamp but one on the sheet,
would just graze the side) of the o of oNE; and
the line to the left of PostAGE, if prolonged
downwards, would pass through, or graze, the
last stroke of the N of CENT. The inner stalk of
the bunch of grapes at the top left corner of the
stamp does not touch the stalk of the bunch
immediately to the right of it. The A and N of
GUIANA do not touch each other.

VARIETIES OF TyrE II1.—The twenty-second
stamp on the sheet (first stamp of Type 111.) has
the bunch of grapes in the left lower corner
pointing downwards to the left; i.e., it belongs
to the set down the left side. The twenty-third
stamp has this same bunch of grapes pointing
downwards to the right; i.e., it belongs to the
bottom row, and the second and fifth ornaments
in this bottom row are quite different in pattern,
both from the grapes and from each other.
The top of the 0 of POSFAGE is broken, and
there is a semicolon after GUTANA in my specimen,
though I am not sure whether this is always
visible. The twenty-fourth stamp bears the
legend PCSTAGE. (It is not a broken o, but a
properly-formed c.)

1 Cent

Tvre . Forged.—Lithographed, on medium,
smooth, granité wove paper, of a very disagree-
able magenta tint, with a shade of blue in the
red. Each of the four lines, separating the pearl
borders from the rest of the stamp, is perfectly
continuous, instead of broken; and, in the fifth
pearl from the top on the left side, opposite the
second I of BRITISH, there is a distinct black dot,
besides the shading. The side-lines, to right
of BRITISH and to left of POSTAGE, are continuous,
instead of broken. The letters 1A of GUIANA
touch each other, though they are separate in the
genuine.

Tyre II. First Forgery.—Type-set; paper
very like the genuine, but thinner. The oval in
the left bottom corner points downwards to the
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right, instead of upwards towards the centre of
the stamp, and all the ovals down the right side
point downwards to the left, This is a very easy
test,

Tyee II. Second Forgery.— %'pe-set, on
rather thin, dull rose wove paper. The oval in
the left bottom corner points upwards to the left,
and the fifth oval down the right side, by the s1
of POSTAGE, is quite a different pattern }rom the
rest,

Tyee II. Third Forgery.—Lithographed,
on the magenta, granité wove paper before
described.  This is imitated from the seventh
stamp on the sheet (first stamp in the second row)
which has the second oval from the top, down
the left side, pointing down to the left, instead of
totheright. Theupright lines toright of BRITISH
and to left of POSTAGE are continuous, instead of
broken ; and the one to right of BRITISH, if pro-
longed downwards, would pass midway between
the ox of ONE, instead of cutting deeply into the
0, as it does in this particular type of the genuine.
The 0 of POSTAGE is narrow and oval, instead of
being wide and almost circular.

Tvpe II. Fourth Forgery.—Typographed,
on dull rose wove paper, rather thin, with coarse
grain. The ovals at the top of the stamp are
placed unevenly, and the two above the uGIA of
GUIANA are much closer together than those to
the left of them.
genuine, more than any of the others hitherto
described.

Tyee III. Forged.—Lithographed, on the
granité, magenta wove paper already mentioned.
The lines to right of BRITISH and left of POSTAGE
are continuous, instead of broken. The former,

if prolonged downwards, would cut deeply into !

the o of ONE. The inner stalk of the bunch of
grapes, at the top left corner of the stamp, is
joined to the stalk of the bunch to right of it.
The A and N of GUIANA are joined at the bottom.
This forgery is imitated from the twenty-second
stamp on the sheet, i.e., the first stamp of
Type I1L.

1 Cent

Bogus.—(i.e., no genuine 1 cent of these types.)

TypE IV.—Lithographed, on gran:t/, magenta
wove paper.

Type V.—Lithographed, on granits, magenta
wove paper.

Tyre VI.—(1) Type-set, on fairly stout, rough,
pale, dull rose paper.

TypE VI.—(2) Lithographed, on granité,
magenta wove paper.
POSTMARKS

Genuine. —s54.

TveeI. Forged.—Uncancelled. Also 22.

Tvyre II.  First Forgery.—Something like
30, with A0 in the centre.

Second Forgery.—Ditto.

Third Forgery.—Uncancelled.

Fourth Forgery.—Same as the first and
second forgeries.

Tvee III. Forged.—Uncancelled.

Besides these I have notes of various forged

This forgery resembles the .

cancellations, but do not remember which par-
ticular counterfeits bore them. They include 22.
54, 57 (but circular), 98, 100; also a wery small
oblong of oblique bars, that just fills up the width,
and rather more than the length, of the central
square. Also a pen-stroke. Also a large *‘4,”
like a surcharge.

The genuine stamps are initialled, as before

. “nor .
stated. Almost all the forgeries have bor” i1

two lines, written on them, but I have also seen
““E. Lew,” “B.M.,” “C.H.,” etc.

Issue of 1862, 2 Cents, blacK and yellow

It will be noted in the sketches of the
three entire sheets, that the types of
the 2 c. are in the same order as in the
1 ¢. The fact is that the shkeet is the same,
only the value being altered. Thus all
the peculiarities of the various stamps of
1 c. (except the value) will be found on
the corresponding stamps of 2z c., as, for
instance, the spelling PCSTAGE of the last
stamp on the sheet. Besides these, the 2 c.
has its own special varieties: No. 13 has
TWwC; 16 has an italic T in CEN7S; 18 has
an italic T in Z7wo.

Genuine.—Type-set ; stamps exactly the same
as the genuine 1 cent, with value altered ; paper,
rouletting, etc., as before. I need not repeat the
tests, as, except for the alterations in value, the
tests given for the 1 cent will suffice.

2 Cents

Tvrel. Forged.—Lithographed, on medium
to thin, smooth, primrose-yellow wove paper,
with a grain like that of our own old green id.
newbands of 1870. The design is exactly like
that of the forgery of Type I of the 1 cent, with
value altered.

Tyee II. First Forgery.—Type set, on
rather rough, somewhat orange-yellow, medium
wove paper. The oval in the left bottom corner
is like the genuine. My specimen is not very
distinct, but, as far as I can make out, the two
ovals above 1A of GUIANA touch each other. All
the ovals down the right side point downwards to
the left, as in the first forgery of the 1 cent of this
type.

Tvyee II. Second Forgery.—Type-set, on
fairly stout yellow wove paper. The oval in the
left bottom corner points downwards to the right.

Tvyee II. Third Forgery.—Type-set, paper
rather harder than the last. This is almost
exactly the same as the second forgery, but there
is a stop after GUIANA.

Tyee II. Fourth Forgery.—Type-set, on
yellow wove Faper, with coarse graining. The
oval in the left bottom corner points downwards
to the right, and all the ovals down the right side
point downwards to the left.

Tvypelll., Forged.—Lithographed, on bright
yellow wove paper. This is exactly the same as
the forgery o!P Type III., of the 1 cent, with value
altered.

(7o be continued.)
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NDew Issuecs
By W.P.B.

Correspondents should notice that all matters relating to new issues have been taken over by Mr, Frank Phillips,
301 S8trand, London, W.C., who would be very grateful if readers would help him by furnishing the earliest possible
Information concerning issues of stamps new or profjected. News from the colonies in particular will be much

appreciated. When possible, a sp should

mentioned address.

Australian Commonwealth. — We referred
last week in *“ Gossip of the Hour” to the break-
down of the N.S.W. perforating machine gauging
12 (which, however, really should be described as
114, 12), and the temporary use of the 11
machine. One result of this is the appearance of
the 1d. Postage Due stamp with Commonwealth
wmk., perf. 11 all round.

Wutk. Crown and A. Perf. 11,
Unused. Used.
s, d s 4.
1d., emerald.green . . . — —

Brazil. —\We copy the following from La Kevire
Postale (Aug.-Sept., 1907) : —

A kind correspondent of La Revue Postale, M. Sil-
vestre Monteiro, Falcao at Para, informs us that a com.
memorative stamp of 100 reis will be issued on the
C jon of the c y of the opening of Brazilian
ports to_international e. These ps will be
current during the Exposition of 19o8. The design is by

i i An order for five

the eminent artist Henri Bernadelli,
millions of these stamps has been placed with the
American Bank Note Company.

We wonder if this is the same stamp to which
we referred last week, The numbers are sadly
at variance.

Cucuta.—Our publishers have received the
following letter respecting stamps of the type
illustrated below.

Oebierse Provisests
CORAEQS.
3

8 cvos.

There are other stamps of this department of
Colombia at present on the market, which we
suspect to be of doubtful origin, and of which we
shall have more to say next week,

y the information, and should be sent tothe above-
Sax José pe COCuTA.
10 July, 1907.
To Mt Stanctev G ~s, LTp.,
Loxpox.
Dear Sirs,—M Sanchez and Sanchez of this town

bave told me of the honorability of your respectable firm
with regard to the stamp branch, and therefore 1 apply to
you in order toinform you that some time ago the printing
works of Messrs. Miguel Lascano C. and Andrés Lascano
Berti bad been busy in making a ity of the postag:
stamps of those issued by the Provisional Government
in 1900, without and with my name, and therefore these
things are clandestine issues and a falsification that I have
not authorized, and much less put them on sale, making
use of my name for this speculation, and as these Lascons
sell them in this town and send them abroad in their own
name or in fictitious names, it is my duty to sound a warning
voice so that consequent loss may be avoided. Therefore I
thus make manifest my protestin defence of my reputation,
and 1 do not accept the responsibility of this speculation.

As the number of sets of these stamps sold by mein 1goo
was relatively small, and as I am the only holder of the
stock which then ined in my i bave
thoughbt it right that this fraud shall not continue, aod
that I should g the icity of m: ps to
stamp dealers, as they, the stamps, will ali bear my full
autograph.

1 hope you will kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter,
and [ am, etc., etc.,

AnDRES B. FERNANDEZ.

East Africa and Uganda Protectorates,—
There have been rumours for some time that the
currency of this territory was to be changed.
We noticed in Z#%e People of 11 August illustra-
tions of the new coinage just issued for Nigeria
and British West Africa and the East Africa and
Uganda Protectorates. The decimal system as
used on the Continent, in the United States, and
several British colonies, has been adopted. The
five and ten cent pieces are made of metal, whilst
the smallest coin, one-tenth of a penny (Nigeria
and British West Africa), is of aluminium.

New issues of stamps will doubtless follow.
Indeed,the Nordisk Filatelistisk Tidskrift(22.7.07)
gives a list from specimen copies as follows : —

King's Head type with altered values.
Ordinary paper.
1 ¢., grey-brown,
3 c., grey-green.
8 ¢,, carmine.
10 €., pale olive and lilac,
12 €., violet and lilac.
18 C., ultramarine.
25 C., black and green.
$0 C., oratfige-brown and green.
78 ¢., pale blue and grey.black.

Mult. wmk.
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Ewen's Weekly (10.8,07) chronicles the appear-
ance of the I rupee on chalk-surfaced paper
with multiple wmk. This only leaves the 10
and 50 rupees with the old wmk, Crown and CC.

A
P3N
EASTAFRICA ARD UTANDA]
Nocts\ PROTECTORATES /oy o
King's Head. Chalky paper. Mult, wnk.
Unused. Used.

5. d s d
1r., green . . - . . - -

Ecuador.—We have received a new set of
stamps for this republic, and below print a trans-
lation of the decree authorizing the issue,

DECREE.
ELov ALFARO,
Constitutional President of the Republic.
N By reason
of the issue of postaze stamps, authorised by the Execu.
tive Decrees of the 8th June and 2nd July of last year,
being concluded
It is decreed
Article I. That the new issue of postage stamps, which
are of the value, colour, and with portraits as stated
berein, viz.—
1 centavo, red, portrait of President Roca;
2 centavos, palc blue, portrait of President Dr. Noboa ;
3 yellow ” +» General Robles:

5 4 rose s » General Urvina;
100 deep blue  ,, 4 Dr.Garcia Moreno;
20 pale green ,, ,» Carrion}

0, purple ” » Dr. Espinoza;

1 sucre, green " +» Dr. Borrero;

shall be on sale at all the post offices of the Republic from
the 15t July of this year.

Article 1. In conformity with the Convention of the
Universal Postal Union the requisite numbers of the
stamps shall be forwarded to the offices at Berne,

Article 11I. Thirty days’ grace shall be allowed in
which holders of p g ps of the p ing issue
can utilise them or have them exchanged at the fiscal offices.

Article IV. The Ministers of Education, Posts, etc.,
and of Finance are charged with the execution of the
present Decree.

Given at the National Palace in Quitothe 20th June, 1907.

(Sigmned). Evov ALPARO, President.
ALFREDO_ROUGE, Minister of Education.
AMALIO PUGA, Minister of Finance.

Certified as a copy by Alfonso Freile 1., Under Secre-

tary for Education.

Poartrail series. Centre in first colour. Perf. 14, 13.

Unused. Used.

s. d. s d.
1 ¢., black and carmine . . o1 —
2¢ ”» pale blue . o 2 —_
3¢ ” orange . . o 2 —
5¢ ” lilac rose. . —-— —
10¢, " indigo . - -
20¢. » pale green . — -
50 C. » purple . . - -
18, " blue.green . _ —_

Holland.—Mr. J. B. Robert, of Gravenhage,
writes us that the 6} c. Postage Due stamp
chronicled some time ago (No. 359 in the Sup-
plement) is still issued. The new 50 cent and
1 gulden are also printed, but none will be sent
to Berne before date of issue. ““In future,” the
Postmaster-General says, ‘‘ no new stamps will be
issued to the public until the old stock is exhausted,
nor will specimen copies be sent to Berne until
date of actual issue. Many specimen stamps get
into the hands of dealers and are chronicled in
the stamp papers, in consequence of which the
officials are pestered with orders and requisitions
they cannot supply.” We wish all countries
would adopt this sensible rule,

Apropos of the above, Mr. Robert also writes
¢“that the 1§ ¢., 30¢., 50¢., 1g., and 2} g. of
Surinam, which have been chronicled some time,
were only issued on the 1 August, and that no
more of the old issues are now to be obtained.”

Jamaica.—According to the London Phila-
Zelist (July) the error SER.:ET has not been
corrected on the latest issue of the Arms type.
A correspondent mentions that he has this on the
5d. lately issued with multiple wmk. The variety
will follow No. 60 in the Catalogue.

Avrms type. Multiple wmk,
Variely. SBR.:ET fOF SERVIET.
Unused, Used.

5. d s d
sd., black and yellow . . . - —
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Madagascar.—We copy from Le Postilion
(28.7.07) :— —

a

g

J‘\
2
o

kN

The office of Sambawva (Madagascar) has again re-
commenced the little game of bisected stamps. This
time they are the zo c¢. (Bull and Lemur type) cut
diagonally, ** by reason of the shortage of 10c. stamps,”
says the postmaster. ‘The letter in hand bears date of
24 May, 1907. Thisoffice had nostamps of 10 centimes ; it
is very culpable not to have ordered them in good time.
The postmaster of Sambawa had perhaps no stamps of
10 centimes.  But for certain he bad amongst his effects a
marking stamp P.P. or P.D., which all offices have, and
whict are especially i ded for the i when
postage stamps run short.

Nepal.—A new issue of stamps for this king-
dom, and which are a decided improvement upon
the earlier ones, has just been engraved and
printed by Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co., Ltd.,
10 the order of Messrs. Keymer, Son & Co.,
the agents of the Nepal Governiment, to whom we
are indebted for the explanation of the design
given below. The latter was adopted from a
native sketch, the particulars of the god being
corrected by reference to engravings in Coleman’s
Mythology of the Hindus, an authoritative work
published in 1832.

As will be seen from the illustration, the design
is somewhat unique, even in the present age of
postal curiosities, the lettering being entirely in
native characters, and the equivalents of the words
‘‘postage” or ‘‘revenue” are missing. Itisagreat
pity that no European inscription is given, for
unless a collector has a knowlerge of Devanagri,
the different values can only be distinguished by
the varying colours, The stamps have a double
border, the inner one containing, in coloured
letters, a motto, which is the same for all values,
whilst the outer has in white letters, at the top,
the name of the god portrayed in the centre; at
the bottom GOORKA SIRKAR; and on either side
the denomination, all in Devanagri characters.

In the centre of the stamp, amidst the eternal
snows from whence flow the fertilizing streams
tothe green hills below, sits the god Siva Mahadeo,
or Mahadiva (as it is sometimes spelt), the
destroyer, ‘‘the Supreme God,” with his three
eyes to denote the three divisions of time— past,
present, and future. In one hand he holds an
antelope ; in another the trident, to show the three
great attributes of creating, preserving, and de-
stroying, and that he is the Iswara or Supreme
Lord. Another hand is held up in a forbidding
attjtude, and the fourth is stretched out in the act
of solicitation. The necklace of skulls signifies
the lapse and revolution of ages, and the extinction
and succession of the generations of mankind.

In the upper corner the sun and the crescent
moon are represente 1, whilst in the lower corners
the year of issue of the stamps is denoted.

Only four denominations are to be printed at
first, viz. 2, 4, 8, and 16 pice (64 pice equalling
1 rupee or 1s. 4d.).

The stamps are printed in sheets of 100, ten
rows of ten, on white wove paper, and are per-
forated by a comb machine, gauging 133.

2 pice, brown . .
4 5, green . . .
8 ,, carmine .
16 ., purple. - .

C e e
“ee e

New Zealand.—Our publishers have received
a supply of the new 6d. (smaller size). The
stamps, each showing the wmk. single-lined NZ
and Star, are in sheets of 240 (ten rows of twenty-
four) and are perforated 14 by a single-line
machine. The top and bottom margins each
show three guide marks (arrows), viz. between
the sixth and seventh, twelfth and thirteenth, and
eighteenth and nineteenth stamps of the first and
last rows. FEach sheet has a serial number in
black in the upper right cormer, the highest
being 2,129,974.

The 23d., perf. 14, of which a supply was
received at the same time, are in sheets of 120
(ten rows of twelve), which show no guide marks
or numbers on the margins.

We are shown the 14d. on Cowan paper, perf.
14. This is the first appearance of the stamp
with the wmk. single-lined N Z and Star.

Wk, single-tined N Z and Star. Perf, 14.
Unused. Used.

5. d s d.
zzd., brown . . . R —
24d., deep blue . . . . 0 4 -
6d., pink . . . . o 8 -

Nicaragua.—The values of Type 36, Waterlow
print, mentioned on the next page, have teen seen
overprinted “COSTA ATLANTICA™ B., for use in the
Bluefields district. Only the 4 c. and 1§ c. have
so far been chronicled in this printing without any
overprint. The 20 c. and §0 c., which have been
so chronicled, are also known overprinted *‘cosTA
ATLANTIC” C. ; whilst a foreign contemporary re-
ports a provisional 5 ¢, on 4 c. (Waterlow print),
overprinted **B Dpto Zelayo,” in black. We
await further particulars before formally recording
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this last variety. It will be remembered that the
overprinted stamps are sold at a higher rate than
those without overprint.

»COSTA
ATLANTICA?
B.

Type 36. Wateriow print. !
Ozcrprinted as above in violet on the 1 p., in black on the
other values.
Unused. Uﬁ.
5. d.

n

NERREREEIN

1C,green . . . .
2¢., red . .
3c., violet . .
4 C., red-orange . . .
5¢C., blue . . . . .
15 ¢., olive . .
1 p., black .
2 p., deep green . . .
5 p., violet . . . . .
Similarly overprinted * COSTA ATLANTICA"
20 ¢., claret . . . . —
30c, orange . . .. . -

Tl ikl

Paraguay.—\We have a letter (7.7.07) from a
correspondent at Villa Rica giving some particulars
of the later issues of Paraguay. The lists that
have been made from time to time seem correct,
though confused. Apparently a full set from 1 c.
to6oc.,in Type 39,and a 1 peso in the type recently
illustrated, showing the Palace of Lopez, were
gradually issued from 1904-6, and subsequently
many of) the values had their colours changed.
The following arrangement should make matters
clearer. The stamps marked * were on sale at the
Post Office when our correspondent wrote.

- <> -
1504~6. Types 39 and 4o  Perf. 11} or 13} and 12,
Un . Used.
s. 4 s
1 c., orange ("os) . . . .- -

* 2c., vermilion . . . . - -
5., deep blue (‘o4 . o 2 o1
sc., pale blue . . . .01 o 1

10C., ochre . . P o 2 o 2
. o 4

20c., Eurple . . . . -
30 c., bluish green . . . -
* 6o c., chocolate . . . —

* 1 p., black and carmin . . -
1906-7. As last. Colours chaneed.

* 1 c., vermilion . . . . -

sc., yellow ., . . . . -

¢ toc., emerald-green . . . -

* 20 ¢., bistre . . . . . o—
*30cC., grey . . . . -—_
1 p., black and orange . . -

Habilitado
€d

CENTAVOS

L ]
1907. Provisional. The 2 c. overprinted as above,
Unused. Used.
s. d. s d.

* 5 ¢ on 2¢, vermilion T —

By reference to previous chronicles it will Le
found that the 30 c., grep, is the only novelty,
whilst no mention was made by our corre-
iﬁondem of the 1 peso, black and orange-brown.

Ve recently received a copy of the latter, so our
correspondent may have quoted the wrong 1 peso
as being on sale. Probably the 2 c. and 60 c.
will have their colours changed later. Our corre-
spondent makes no mention whether the 5 c. will
be reprinted, or if the overprinted 2z c. is to con-
tinue doing duty for this value.

In spite of all attempts, writes our correspon-
dent, I have been unable to obtain any official
stamps in Ascuncion—I have never seen any of
them or the unpaid used in their legitimate sphere.
I sent to order a complete set of unpaids (4
sheets), and they were sent me postmarked to
order, though I did not wish them in that way,

Southern Nigeria.— Tke Nordisk Filatelistisk
7 edskrift (22.7.07) mentions the receipt of speci-
men stamps in Postal Union colours for this
colony, as well of a new value. For some time
it has been stated that Lagos stamps were the
only ones in use here. Lagos and Southern
Nigeria have been joined under one administra-
tion, to be known in future by the latter name,
and efforts are being made to use up the stock of
Lagos stamps. It is unlikely that the stamp now
mentioned will be issued yet.

King's Head. Multiple. Ordinary.
Unused. Used.
s 4. s. 4
3d., grey-green . . . .- —

1d., carmine . e . . - —
24d., blue . . . . —_
3d., lilac and orange-brown . - —

N.8.—The prices quoted above are those at which the stamps may be had from
Stanley @ibbons, Ltd., 391 8trand, London, W.C.
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Miscellanecus

Danish 1857 Secret Marks

THESE consist of the figures and letters in the
corners. There is in addition,
engraved in the dies and there-
i forereproduced on all the stamps,

4 a tiny letter *B,” the initial of
Y the engraver Buntzen, in white,
not always very visible: this
letter is upright, in the oak
wreath, opposite the first leg of
the “M” of “FR.M.”

j=1Pusy &
o Iz &L;‘

The Cost of Universal Penny Postage

MR. J. HENNIKER HEATON, M.P., dating his
letter from S.S. Mongolia, Mediterranean Sea,
26 July, writes as follows to 7%e Zsmes :—

¢“SIr,—By a cutting from Zhe 7imes of 20th
inst. I see that a highly placed archer has drawn
the long-bow to theshoulder with a view to harass
my supposed retreat. May I, in self-defence,
discharge one Parthian shaft ?

‘A few hours after I left England the Post-
master-General spoke as follows :—

¢¢Mr. Henniker Heaton was always advo-
cating universal penny postage. He himself was
in favour of that; but, when they came to look
into it, they would find that, if it were carried
out, it would cost this country half a million a
year.’

** And then he appeals against my extravagant
notions as contrary to those of business men.

¢ Let us examine this appeal. We send abroad

each year 60,000,000 letters, But it is certain
that we should send twice as many even in the
first twelve months,

Loss of 13d. on each of 60,000,000

letters . . . . £375,000

Set off 1d. on each 60,000,000
additional letters . . . 250,000
Net loss . . £125,000

““So that this half-million financial bogey, this
illuminated turnip, gives the debit side only of
the account, the credit side being totally ignored !
Such finance may be good enough for St. Martin’s-
le-Grand, but schoolboys of the lowest standard
would scout it.  What will ‘business men’
think ?

‘¢ Apart from thisit may be as well to see how
ridiculously we present our postal accounts of
expenditure. The normal freightage for a ton of
valuable goods from Liverpool to New York is
under 40s., or less than a farthing a pound. The
Post Office pays 3s. a pound, or 1d. per letter,
and then gravely regrets the unprofitableness of
penny postage. I will say nothing of the fact
that faster steamers than our own carry the letters
at 1s. 8d. per pound when so empioyed by our
Government.

““Sir, my right hon. critic seems to think the
public should be treated like the greedy boy who
was made to wear magnifying glasses at meals so
that he should think he had consumed larger
quantities of beef, etc.”

Philatelic Socictices

British Guiana Philatelic Society

President : Hon. B. Howsll Jones.

8ecretary ; A, D. Ferguaon, Georgetown.

Maetinga: Christ Chureh Vicarage, Georgetown,
A VERY successful meeting of the British Guiana
Philatelic Society was held in July, 1907, at the
residence of the Honorary Secretary, Mr. A, D.
Ferguson. The President (the Hon. B. Howell
Jones) occupied the chair, and also present were
Mr. W. A, Abraham, Mr. L. M. Hill, Mss.
C. P. Barnes, Mr. J. H. Field, Mr. A. B,
Anderson, Mr. J. Williams, Mr, George Allan,
and Mr. E, A. V. Abraham. Mr. Anderson
introduced a motion to deduct § per cent. from
all quarterly balances in favour of members to be
credited to the Society’s funds. The Chairman,
however, ruled it out of order, as being business
that could only be dealt with at a special meet-
ing. A discussion took place »e bisected stamps,