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T H E  CO U N TRIES 
OF T H E  W O RLD
By EDW ARD J. NANKIVELL

A n jo u a n

A N JO U AN , sometimes called Johanna, 
is one of the Comoro Isles, a group 

belonging to France in the Mozambique 
Channel between Madagascar and the 
mainland of Africa. Anjouan is the 
second in size of the group, and has a 
population of 12,000. A British Consul 
is resident on the island, and it is also 
marked as a British coaling station. It 
passed into the possession of the French 
in 1886. The population is partly Arab 
and partly Malagasy.

The islands are of volcanic origin, very 
fertile and mountainous.

Our Gibbons dignifies it as the Sul
tanate o f Anjouan, taking its cue from 
the legend on the tablet of the stamps. 
With the personality of the Sultan I 
regret to confess that I have not yet 
scraped an acquaintance.

Its Philatelic History
The philatelic history of the so-called 

Sultanate of Anjouan is brief, so brief 
that one is impelled to wish that the 
philatelic history of all the French colonies 
could be writ in as few lines.

It entered the ranks of stamp-issuing
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countries in the year 1892, and front that 
time to this has remained content with 
one series, supplemented by a change of 
colours in four of the values in 1900.

May its future philatelic growth be as 
wisely restricted. Then shall it escape 
the anathemas reserved for other variety- 
loving colonies of La Belle France.

1892. The design is what is known as 
the tablet type, i.e. a general design 
engraved for the use of all the colonies, 
with a tablet in blank to be filled in as 
required with the name of the colony. 
This separate printing of the name was 
done in various colours, in red on the 1 c., 
5 c., 1 5 c . ,  25 c., 50 c. (brown on azure), 
75 c., and 1 franc, and in blue on the 2 c., 
4 c ., 10 c., 20 c., 30 c., 40 c., and 50 c., 
carmine on rose.

With the exception of the 15 c. all the 
stamps of the first series were printed on 
coloured or toned papers. The 15 c .,  blue, 
was printed on paper of a quadrille pattern.

2

Per/. Unused.
s■ d.

1 c., black on azure paper . . 0 1
2 c., brown on buff paper . . 0 1
4 c., purple-brown on grey paper, o 1
5 c., green on pale green paper . o 1

10 c., black on lilac paper . . 0 2
15 c., blue on quadrille paper . . 0 3
20 c., red on green paper . . 0 4
25 c.( black on rose paper . . 0 4
30 Cm cinnamon on drab paper . o 5
40 cM red on yellow paper . . 0 6
50 cM carmine on rose paper . . 0 8
75 Cm brown on orange paper. . 1 0
1 fr., olive-green on toned paper . 1 3

1900. In this year the io  c., 15 c., 
25 c., and 50 c. were changed in colour 
for all the colonies provided with the 
tablet type of stamps, but the design re
mained as before. The 10 c. was changed 
from black on lilac paper to rose-red, the 
15  c. from blue to grey, the 20 c. from 
red on green paper to blue, and the 50 c. 
from carmine on rose paper to brown on 
azure paper.

Sam e type and perj.
Colours changed.

U n u s e d .
s. d.

to c., rose-red . . . 0 2
15 Cm grey . . . 0 3
25 Cm blue . . . . 0 4
50 Cm brown on azure paper . . 0 8

Note.—The prices quoted are taken 
from the forthcoming edition of Gibbons 
Catalogue, Part I I ., for 1905.

(To be continued.)
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THE I M P R O V E D  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A V B U M . JVo. 0 .
One Hundred and Tenth Thousand. The best and largest Shilling Album ever published. 176 large pages. 

Spaces for 4.700 Stamps. 48 extra pages added in this Edition without extra charge. This Album is now 
selling at the rate of over 1,000 copies a month. The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and 
it gives universal satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last Edition had nearly 20 extra 
pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a 
mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, 
capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in 
art cloth* The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. There is also an illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we 
pay for each. Price, bound in handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d. E. S. says: “  I asked a friend where the 
best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying that he had bought one and sold 
it next day for is. 6d., after keeping the stamps.” A. A. writes: 441 received your Stamp Album on Thursday, 
and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me 2s. for it. Please 
send me another.”

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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FIRST STEPS IN P H ILA T ELY
By Rev. T. C. WALTON, M.A.

{Continued fr o m  vol. i. p, 37 7 .)

Stam ps without a  Nam e (c o n t i n u e d )

LJO STA G E stamps were first intro- 
1  duced into Spain in the year 1850. 
Isabella II. was Queen. In the ten years 
which followed, no less than six issues 
appeared, in all of which the central 
design was the head of Isabella II. One 
reason of these many issues in so short a 
period of time was because of the many 
forgeries made to defraud the Post Office. 
Forgeries for the purpose of deceiving 
collectors are also common. The beginner 
must therefore be on his guard lest 
tempting offers on the part of some 
ignorant or unscrupulous person lead to 
the inclusion of a number of useless 
counterfeits of these early issues in his 
album. Close comparison with a genuine 
stamp will in many cases detect the for
gery. If such comparison is impossible, 
then I can only suggest that “ the sus
pect ”  be sent up to some well-known 
firm for examination. If the stamp be 
a valuable one, the cost of authenticating 
it is small compared with the loss and 
disappointment incurred should it turn 
out to be a clever imitation of the real 
article. One illustration of each of the 
1850, 1851, 1852, i860 issues will be 
sufficient to identify them. An example 
of the 1855 issue has already been given 

_ on page 265 of vol. i. of this journal.

1951. 1990■ I.

The first issue of Norwegian stamps 
appeared in 1855, when Oscar I. was 
K ing of  ̂ Sweden and Norway. The 
design consists of a lion rampant holding 
an axe, on a shield with vertical lines 
denoting a red ground (gules). This 
shield is surmounted by a crown and 
enclosed within a circle, above which is 
f r im .e r k e  (“ Free Stam p” ), and below 
appears the value 4 s k il l in g . A skil
ling was equivalent to about one half
penny in English money. In 1877 the 
currency was changed to that of Sweden, 
and krona and ore became the coins of 
Norway. 100 6 r e = i  k ro n a= is . Ad. in 
our money.

N O RW A Y.

1955.

Switzerland was made up of twenty- 
five independent states united in a per
petual league. It became a federal state 
in 1848. The first issue of stamps com
mon to the whole Confederation was made 
in 1850. Previous to this date, the cantons 
o f Zurich and Geneva and the town of 
Basle had issues of stamps for local or 
cantonal purposes. Until 1850, most of 
the cantons had different currencies. In 
Zurich a florin was made up of 60 kreuzer 
or rappen. In Basle, the franc, equiva
lent to about i j  French francs, was divided 
into 100 rappen. In Geneva the French 
currency was in vogue, and a franc was 
divided into 100 centimes.

In 1845 a stamp was issued for use in 
the town of Basle. The central design 
consisted of a pigeon carrying a letter 
embossed in white on a carmine shield. 
Below the shield was inscribed st a d t - 
p o s t -b a s e l . The Arms of Basle, a crozier, 
appear above the pigeon.



4 GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY
BASIC.

7845.

Prior to the year 1849, Geneva had 
three issues of stamps for use in the 
canton. These had the Arms of Geneva 
for the central design, and “  Poste de 
Geneve ”  figured in the upper part above 
the shield. In 1849 Geneva applied to 
the Federal Council for permission to 
issue local stamps. This permission was 
granted on condition that the central 
design should consist of the Federal Arms 
of Switzerland. This design accordingly 
appeared on the issue of 1849. A cross 
in white on a red ground is enclosed in 
the ring o f a post-horn, p o s t e  l o c a l e  
is inscribed on a tablet at the top and the 
value appears below the post-horn.

In the year following, the shape of the 
stamp was changed from a transverse 
oblong to an upright rectangle. The post
horn gave place to a shield surrounded by 
ornamental tracery. Illustrations of these 
rare issues of Geneva are given below.

G E N E V A .

1149. 7850.

The application of Zurich to the Federal 
Council for permission to issue stamps for 
local purposes was granted under the 
same conditions as was the case of Geneva. 
The new stamp appeared in 1850. The 
illustration will easily' enable the beginner 
to distinguish between the 1849 issue of 
Geneva above described and this issue of 
Zurich.

ZUR/CH.

Postage stamps were first issued in 
Turkey in the year 1863, during the reign 
of the Sultan Abdul Aziz. Up to the 
year 1S76 the numerals of value appeared 
only in Turkish characters. The currency 
is in piastres and paras. One piastre = 
40 paras = zjd.

The central design of the issue of 1863 
was the upturned crescent, above which 
was the signature of the Sultan. Under 
the crescent was the Turkish numeral of 
value, inscribed in a disc and surrounded 
by Arabesque ornaments. The hatchet
shaped figure within the disc in the illus
tration is the Turkish numeral 2.

A new series appeared in 1865. A star 
appeared above the crescent, and the whole 
was enclosed in an upright oval edged 
with pearls. The Turkish numerals of 
value appear in the four corners. An 
overprint in black was added in Turkish.

TUftNEY.

7863. 7865.

In 1892 a most elaborate issue appeared. 
The central design consisted of the Arms 
of Turkey with the badges of all the 
orders suspended from them, and with 
the signature of the reigning Sultan in the 
centre.

An issue for internal postage only ap
peared in 1901. The Sultan’s signature , 
again forms the central design. The 
crescent and star with a galaxy of Ara
besque work complete the design.

TURKEY.

7892. 7907.

7850. ( 7 V  bt continued.)
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BY-PATH S OF P H IL A T E L Y
P IC T U R E  S T A M P S A N D  M ET H O D S OF A R R A N G E M E N T

By H. R. OLDFIELD

I  A LM O ST wonder whether one ought 
1  to introduce so frivolous a subject for 
consideration as Picture Stamps, more 
particularly when we remember that most 
of them belong to a class which has been 
received by philatelists with ridicule, an
noyance, and, finally, indignation, and 
that many of them have been described 
as speculative and unnecessary.

It is, however, a curious fact, well 
worthy of consideration by the thought
ful, that in all ages many things which 
have been the subject of contumely and 
ridicule for one generation have, in the 
next, been objects of admiration and 
eagerly sought for.

The is ., Newfoundland, and the id ., 
Sydney View, unused, would not now be 
worth their ^ 2 0  to £ $ o  apiece if col
lectors in i860 or 1850 had realised the 
possibilities that the future held in store 
for these stamps and for many others of 
those and of the succeeding years.

The despised stamps of our days are 
not /css likely to be the rarities of a 
future generation than the colonial issues 
which for some years past have been 
hoarded by so-called collectors in panes 
and sheets. There is one curious fact 
which I would commend to the consider
ation of these speculators, namely, that 
it is seldom indeed the first purchaser 
makes the profit. Not many of the 
original holders of the rarities issued from 
1840 to 1865 received the increased value 
which prevailed in the nineties and sub
sequently, and not many of the original 
purchasers in our days of the stamps 
which will become the rarities of the 
future are likely to reap the full benefit 
of their purchases.

It would be well for us to get rid of a 
certain amount of cant which exists in 
Philately, and look at things in their true 
perspective.

Speculative Issues
After all, we philatelists are a compara

tively insignificant portion of the com
munity, and we are hardly in a position

to dictate to Governments what stamps 
they shall or shall not issue. I f  we come 
to the conclusion that they or some in
dividual officials have fallen so low as to 
try to make a few pounds out of col
lectors by the issue of speculative or un
necessary stamps, the remedy lies in our 
own hands ; we need not buy or collect 
them. It is naturally annoying to find 
that the status of a country of whose 
stamps we have perhaps been making a 
specialised and unlimited collection has 
been seriously affected, and their value 
depreciated by reason of copious specula
tive and unnecessary issues ; but the evil 
works its own remedy, for gradually col
lectors begin to avoid that country, and 
the revenue suffers for the temporary 
increment by reason of a serious and loug- 
continued diminution in the sale of stamps 
for other than purely postal purposes.

Picture Stamps
A consideration of these matters led 

me to the conclusion that it was worth 
my while to look at Picture Stamps upon 
their merits apart from any prejudice 
created by the circumstances of their 
issue.

In a somewhat tentative way I began 
to collect, or rather to accumulate these 
stamps, and at a very early stage I was 
somewhat impressed by the fact that the 
general public and the half-indifferent 
collector displayed an interest, and even 
enthusiasm, in a Picture Stamp collection 
which was hidden, or non-existent, so far 
as an ordinary general or specialised col
lection was concerned.

Gradually a fresh avenue of interest 
seemed to open up, affording occupation 
and amusement for the present and possi
bilities for the future, a veritable picture 
gallery to be obtained at a minimum of 
expense, the classification and arrange
ment of which would give pleasurable 
occupation for many an idle hour, while 
the result would interest not only the 
owner, but those who saw  it, and the 
ultimate value was not likely to be less
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than that of a collection formed upon the 
orthodox lines.

Ploughing a Lonely Furrow
The general collector, beginning to 

long for completeness, while at the same 
moment he realises its impossibility, is 
looking around for some means of attain
ing his desire. Somewhat disenchanted 
with his own collection because of the 
vacant spaces, he is proposing to limit 
himself to some few countries selected 
according to the fancy of the moment, or 
to some group of states geographically or 
historically connected with each other. 
In a short time he happens to see some 
specialised collection of one of his coun
tries, and is appalled at the expense 
involved in ploughing down that long 
and lonely furrow.

Such a one, even though his means 
be more limited than his desires, I would 
invite to wander along this by-path. I 
think he will have plenty 6f company, 
but the later comers will not find it quite 
so easy to obtain all that is necessary 
for completeness as those who are early 
in the field.

Only a By-path
Of course, it is oi.'y a by-path and 

cannot be mistaken for the high road, but, 
taken as an adjunct to a country collection, 
it has its merits ; it will probably become 
popular, and be a source not only of plea
sure, but of ultimate profit.

One of the earliest difficulties is that of 
definition, and the next is that of selec
tion. In each case the collector must 
decide for himself, and settle where to 
draw the line. Some will take a stricter 
view than others, but this will not lead to 
confusion. It will only mean the addition 
of a class or classes to those which may 
be held properly to come within the defini
tion agreed upon.

There is, however, one principle which 
is an essential element in a Picture Stamp 
collection. It is that the design or picture

is the chief characteristic, and not the 
value or monetary denomination which 
the stamp bears upon its surface.

Variations in the frame or the colour 
are matters for individual taste, but as 
regards the picture, if it is the same in 
the id. as in the ios. value, either should 
answer the purpose for which it is re
quired in the collection.

Classification of Picture Stamps
The stamps which undoubtedly come 

within the definition of pictures may be 
divided into six classes :—

1. Pictures of scenery and o f country
life.

2 . Pictures illustrative of historical
events.

3. Pictures of public buildings and
monuments.

4. Pictures of town life.
5. ,, of animals.
6. ,, of things.

With regard to the following, some 
collectors will consider that they come 
within the definition, while others will 
reject them : —

7. Allegorical and fancy figures.
8. Arms.
9. Maps.

There is still a further class, but most 
people will consider it hardly comes within 
the definition of a Picture Stamp, and 
that is :—

10. Portraits, which may be subdivided
as follows :—

(a) Rulers : Hereditary.
Elected.

(b) Explorers.
(c) Generally.

There are many subdivisions, the de
velopment of which may interest or amuse, 
among which may be noted religious em
blems on stamps.

( To be continued.)

A SP L E N D ID  S T A R T . TH E F IN E S T  P A C K E T .
Packet No. 67, 1,000 varieties. This packet contains 1,000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, embracing as it does scores of scarce 
varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1, S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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PO R TR A ITS ON STAM PS
By BOSWELL JUNIOR

B razil
Dom Pedro II., Emperor of Brazil, only 

son of Dom Pedro I., 
was born 2nd Decem
ber, 1825. He ascended 
the throne upon the ab
dication o f his father, 
7th April, 18 3 1, under 
the guardianship of the 
celebrated Jos£ Boni
facio de Andrada e 
Silva. His aptitude for 
business and his popu

larity were, however, so great that he 
was declared of age by the Chambers 
23rd Ju ly, 1840. The chief measures of 
his reign were directed with much success 
to the increase of the commercial and 
agricultural prosperity of Brazil, and to 
the extinction of slavery throughout the 
empire. The war with Rosas, the Dic
tator of Buenos Ayres, in 18 5 1-2 , and that 
which broke out with Paraguay at the 
close of 1864, in which Brazil was allied 
with Uruguay and Argentine, still further 
extended the influence of the empire, the 
Emperor himself leading the army against 
the forces o f Lopez. During his reign 
railways were built, telegraph and cable 
communications extended, and free educa
tion made universal throughout the empire.

The portrait of Dom Pedro II. is the 
only one that appears on the stamps of 
Brazil.

B ulgaria
During the reign of Prince Alexander,

i.e. from the first issue, in 1879, and after 
the accession of Prince Ferdinand till 
1902, the Arms of the country, a lion 
rampant, dominated the design of all the 
stamps issued, but in 1902 a full series of 
twelve values appeared with the portrait 
of Prince Ferdinand.

Prince Ferdinand.

Ferdinand, Prince of Bulgaria, was born 
in Vienna in 1861, and 
is the present reigning 
Prince. He is the youngest 
son of Prince Augustus of 
Saxe-Coburg, and is re
lated to the royal houses of 
France through his mother 
the Princess Clementina, 
who was a daughter of 
Louis Philippe.

Prince Alexander was deposed in 1886, 
and in the following year the Bulgarian 
Parliament offered the vacant throne to 
Prince Ferdinand. The great Powers, 
especially Russia, opposed his election, 
but the Prince defied the Powers, accepted 
the crown, and on August 14th, 1887, 
formally took the oath in the old capital 
of Tirnova, but it was not till 1896 that 
his sovereignty was formally recognised 
by his suzerain the Sultan of Turkey 
and the Powers.

He possesses large estates in Hungary, 
and was once an officer in the Austrian 
army.

In 1893 he married the Princess Marie 
Louise, a daughter of the Duke of Parma. 
He has two sons and a daughter. The 
Princess Marie Louise died in February, 
1899, after having given birth to a 
daughter.

In 1896 a series of five stamps was issued 
to commemorate the baptism of Prince 
Boris, the eldest son, and his admission 
into the Orthodox Greek Church.

Prince Ferdinand has passed through 
troublous times of intrigue and Russian 
opposition to his rule, but as the elected 
of the people he has justified their choice 
by restoring quiet and order to his adopted 
country.

His portrait appears on a fine series 
of stamps issued in 1902, which is still 
current.

S T A M P S  AND S T A M P  C O LLEC TIN G . By Major E . B. E V A N S.
The young collector is frequently perplexed by the meaning of the various terms used in stamp collecting, 

and the fullest explanations of these will be found in this book. 2S. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly 
bound in Cloth.

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1 , S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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SONGS AND T H E IR  SIN G ERS
A D A P T E D  TO  T H E  T A S T E  OF T H E  P E R F O R M E R

By “ TA N C R ED ”
No. 2. A i r :  “ The Valley of Bhong” — T h e  C o u n t r y  G ir l ,

Sung 'neath the starlit skv of an Indian night bv “  One Who Knows.”

W HEN 1 started out here, on two hundred a year, 
To collect the ubiquitous “ smudge,”

I expended my cash without stint on the trash 
Which has puzzled a “ specialist” judge.

I worked for a year on first issue Kashmir,
Of the sort that they sent to the Pope,

Made on papers a score, and in colours galore 
Like the shades of the Maypoley soap.

Rare, rare,
Used to be rare !
Rare as a “  penny V.R.” !
And I sold all the lot.
Which were not worth a jot,
And I really don’t know what they are.

LOOKING BACK
By W. E. I MESON

I

W ITH feelings mixed Pm looking back
To my “ green” stamp-collecting days; 

They’re ever rooked that wisdom lack— 
Those early days knew wicked ways!

In schoolboy pride of “ knowledge” oft 
I’d ask, “  Do you see any green?”

When “ strapping” stamps with some young “ soft,” 
Who’d look—but not say what he’d seen !

li
I’d “ tons” of red, and green, and blue 

Natals and Capes, with margins wide 
(I trimmed them close, and live to rue 

The day—** Alack-a-day! ” I’ve cried).
How many “  swaps ” to chums I’d show!— 

Intending “  bargains ” hard to make.
Then let some r a m  a v i s  go 

And in return receive—a “ fake.”

There's a “  terror ” who knows, or, at least, I suppose, 
If he thinks that he does, it’s the same,

Who told me straight out that I’d better look out,
Or he’d put people up to the game.

For he hinted one day in a casual way 
Regarding the “ messing of dies,”

That a paper he'd write which would give me a fright 
And open philatelists' eyes.

Rare, Rare!
Used to be rare !
Now they're not quoted at all!
Those who m o u n t e d  their prize 
Have had opened their eyes.
And found that they %* ro d e  fora f a l l , "

in
For twelve first issue blue Natals 

Brown doled me out a “  bob,” alas !
Then cleared a “  bob,” too, on his deals 

With Jones (was Brown or Jones the ass?).
Brown was himself (hurrah !) “  done brown,”

For Jones an honest dealer found
Who bought the “ lot” for “ five bob down,” 

With, “ If you’ve more, lad, bring 'em round!”

iv
Such tales make old collectors grin.

Whose morals are not up-to-date;
I can’t see where the “ joke” comes in,

Such wrongs I love to ventilate.
With folk that laugh at truth alway 

The “ still, small voice” counts nothing for,
But my small voice I’d raise to say—

(You’ve had your say !— T h e  E d i t o r ) ,

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T .
Packet No. 69, 2,000 varieties. A grand packet, every stamp being different and genuine, and thus forming 

a choice collection in itself. post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.. 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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N EW  ISSU ES
The Editor will be grateful to hia readers if  they will help him with the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD 11. NANKIVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Belgium.—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. send 
us another value of the new series, the design of which 
we will illustrate in a later number. It has the same 
portrait as the othervalues in a circle surrounded with 
a laurel wreath, the name in a straight label at the top 
in French and Dutch, b e l g iq u e — b e l g ik , and the 
usual Sunday label at the foot.

Near Portrait o f  K ing Leopold. P c > f  
10 c., rose.
20 c., olive-gTeen.
35 c., blue.
35 c., brown-lilac.

Dominican Republic.—The A m e r i c a n  J o u r n a l  o f  
P h i l a t e l y  has received another lot of surcharges from 
this country, which, if it keeps on at the rate it has 
been going lately, will soon be a close second to the 
Colombian Republic, so far as the number of its recent 
issues is concerned.

This time the 20  c. of 1885 is the victim, and has 
been surcharged with three new values: 2 c.. 5 c., 
and 1 0  c .  The surcharge is in three lines, and reads: 
DO S (C IS C O  or D IE 7. ) — 19 0 5 — C E N T A V O S.

Provisional, 
fied  surcharge.

2 c. on so C., dark brown.
S c. on 20 c. ,,

io c . on 20 C. ,,

Jamaica.— Eve e vC s  W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e -m s  announces 
the issue of the 3d., olive-green, of the Queen’s Head 
design, on the multiple CA paper. It is curious that 
the first multiple watermarked stamp from this colony 
should be on one of the old Queen’s Heads, but this 
selfsame 3d. is an old member of the colony's stamp 
family. The design was added to the first series in 
186 ,̂ and from that day to this its colour has been 
various shades of green. In 1863 was watermarked 
with the Pineapple, in 1871-2 the watermark was 
changed to Crown CC, in 1883-6 to Crown CA, and 
now it is printed on the multiple CA paper, on which 
it is surmised it may have but a short life, as it should 
soon be superseded by the Arms type; but it will not 
do to reckon on this, for the colony has displayed a 
fondness for preserving old types, several of which 
have gone through many changes of watermark with

out any change of design; to wit, the 4d., 6d., and 
is. of the old design of the first issue are still current.

Wmk. Multiple C A .  Per/.
3d., olive’grecn.

Lagos.—The 3d. value is said to have been issued 
on multiple CA paper. This leaves the -2W. to com
plete the series on multiple paper.

Il'm k. Multiple C A . Per/.
Jd., dull green and green.
id., purple and black on red paper.
2d. ,, blue.
3d. ,, red.
6d. ,, mauve,
is , green and black.
2$. 6d. carmine.
$s. „  blue,
tos. ,, brown.

Panama.—We have received from Messrs. Whit
field King and Co. the 1 centavo and 2 centavos of the 
new type for this new republic. Printings of these 
stamps were some months since made and overprinted 
for use by the American authorities in the Canal Zone, 
but the unsurcharged stamps for use in the republic 
itself, we are informed, have only just been issued.

Per/.
1 centavo, green.
2 centavos, rose.

Portugal.—Two values, the current 50 reis and 
75 reis, are announced with a change of colours, the 
50 reis changed from blue to ultramarine, and the 
75 reis from rose on white to brown on yellow.

Change 0 /  colours.
50 reis, ultramarine.
75 reis, brown on yellow.
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W R IN K L E
Australian Commonwealth Watermark

KSS the announcement of the new watermark 
r for the Australian Commonwealth will cause 

a flutter of expectation amongst 
our friends the specialists, and 
give rise to an outbreak of a 
demand for marginal paper; for, 
mark you, there is a curious 
error in the marginal watermark 
inscription, the word Australia 
being misspelt on one edge 
“ Austrlaia." Hut perhaps I may 
be allowed to suggest that their 
hunt may be in vain. I have 
been shown a full sheet of the

new paper by Stanley Gibbons, and am informed 
that it came out of some waste. Ergo, I imagine 
that the error was discovered, and the whole supply 
sent to waste, and that a corrected supply was, or is 
being, manufactured.

Junior Philatelic Society: Expert Committee 
A n interesting announcement comes from the new 
Expert Committee of the Junior Philatelic Society, of 
which Mr. J . \V. Jones is chairman; Mr. II. Lee, 
3, Arbuthnot Road, New Cross, S .E ., is secretary ; 
and the other members arc Messrs. Charles Nissen, 
Bertram \\ \  H. Poole, R. S. Farden, and C . J . Pat
man, comprising a committee.

These gentlemen will meet on the first W ednesday 
in every month to examine stamps and pass their 
opinions as to the genuineness or otherwise of speci
mens submitted. Stamps must be forwarded to Mr. 
H. Lee, the Secretary to the Committee, before the 
23th of the previous month, and the Committee will 
examine twelve stamps annually for each member free 
of charge. Over and above twelve stamps the charge 
will be—

On stamps catalogued up to io s ., 6d. per dozen or 
less.

On stamps catalogued over 10s., 5 per cent, of 
current catalogue quotation.

Special charges will be made for examining stamps 
catalogued over ^ 1 0  at the discretion of the Com
mittee.

T he Expert Committee will also undertake the 
valuation of stamps and collections at 5 per cent, of 
amount of value, with a minimum charge of 2s. 6d.

Denmark's New Portrait
It  is a little curious that no explanation is forthcoming 
concerning the rumoured dissatisfaction with, and 

probable withdrawal of, the new por
trait stamps of Denmark. A s  only two 
values have been issued of the new 
series, and as some months have elapsed 
without further news concerning the 
issue, one cannot help suspecting that 
there must be something to explain. 
W ill not some Danish reader of G .S. IF. 
enlighten and tell us what has hap
pened, or what is going to happen, to 

this projected new portrait series?

The Jam aica Surprise
JAMAICA has provided a little surprise for us in the 
shape of a Queen's Head stamp on multiple paper, 
and it is assumed that it is a mere makeshift until the 
same value of the new Arm s type is ready for issue.

The possibility of this surmise being correct should 
hurry up collectors to secure the 3d. Queen’s Head 
multiple C A , but those who speculate in numbers of 
the stamp on the chance of its turning out to be 
scarce may, and probably will, burn their fingers.

How to Hinge Stamps
S ev er a l  of my readers have been trying to draw me 
as to the different methods of mounting stamp*. They  
point out that our excellent friend the Rev. Mr. 
W alton recommends hinging at the top, whilst 
Mr. Editor goes in strong for hinging at the side, 
and insinuates that those who hinge at the top must 
have a few slates loose.

W ell, I am not going to join M r. Editor in slating 
those who hinge at the top, but I think it stands to 
reason that if you hinge at the side, and let the stamp 
close down the same w ay as the book closes, you run 
less risk of doubling up your stamps than if they are 
hinged at the top. At all events, 1 hinge m y stamps 
at the side, and I would add that I wet but a very 
small edge, about an eighth of an Inch, so as to leave 
as much as possible of the original gum  of the stamp 
untouched.

Single C A ’s Booming
T hose renders of G. S . IF. who have wisely kept up- 
to-date in securing the K in g 's  Head stamps as they 

came out, will have cause to 
congratulate themselves on their 
foresight and their good fortune, 
for it is getting pretty evident 
that m any single C A 's  will be 
am ong the rarities o f the near 
future.

O f course, when the K ing's  
Heads came out first, we all re
garded them as a permanent 
issue, not at all likely to yield 
anything scarce— stamps, in fact, 

of a settled supply which could be got at any tim e; 
but events have proved the wisdom of the advice to 
always secure such new issues as you are interested in 
without delay, because you never know what may 
happen.

I see in the Southern Nigeria K ing 's Head series 
our Gibbons leaves the is. and jQi single C A  un
priced in the 1905 edition, and a dealer is now ofTering 
^ 3  3s. for a mint cop>* of the jQi.

Norwegians
A s Norway and Sweden seem determined to part 
company, there is very naturally much conjecture 
amongst stamp collectors as to how far the stamps of 
these countries may be affected b y the dissolution of 
the partnership.

I see no reason w hy the stamps of Sweden should 
be affected in any w ay, nor do I foresee the necessity 
for any wholesale changes in the stamps of Norway.

T he second issue of Norway, 1856-7, bore a  portrait 
of K in g Oscar I., but since then all the stamps issued 
have been of the Arm s or figure type, with the solitary 
exception of the two high values, 1 kr. and 2 kr., of 
1878.

O f course, in our Gibbons the two countries wilt go  
under their separate respective headings instead of 
being placed as now* under Sweden. I am wondering 
whether the new Gibbons, now going through the 
press, will take time b y the forelock and accept the 
separation as an accomplished fact.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Hawaiian “ Missionary” Stamps
A mong the famous rarities which are scattered here 
and there on the pages of our catalogues (how we 
wish we might say the sime thing of our albums!) 
almost every collector would at once recognise the

so-called “  Hawaiian Missionaries.”  T o  the uninitiated 
this term would sound somewhat ambiguous, but to 
one o f the elect it would not only be wholly intelligible, 
but would doubtless produce a longing which in most 
cases would remain unsatisfied. Now a longing for 
“ missionaries”  may be highly laudable, perfectly 
natural, or an acquired taste, according to the point 
o f view. W e  do not know that the uncivilised 
llawaiians have been credited with the first or debited 
with the last, but we do know that the philatelist is 
imbued with the second from first to last: his “ mission
aries”  come high, but he must have them if he can, 
and if lucky enough to get one he preserves it with 
the greatest care.

T h e first American missionaries arrived in Hawaii 
in 1820, and were the pioneers o f a class which has 
done a wonderful work in Christianising and civilising 
the native population. T o  them is due the introduc
tion of the printing press in 1822, the publication of 
native newspapers in 1834, the establishment of the 
first newspaper in English in 1836, and the introduction 
o f postage stamps in 1851. It is thus that the first 
Hawaiian stamps have come to be known as “ Mission
aries,” because not only was their inception due to 
this community, but they were local productions, 
made in Honolulu, probably at the office of one of 
the two papers which I believe were then published 
there, the Sandwich Island Gazette and the Polynesian. 
(The later issues of numeral stamps were made at 
the office of the latter paper, but I do not now recall 
any statement as to where the “ Missionaries”  were 
printed.)

The first stamps were of three values, 2 cents for 
postage on newspapers, 5 cents for postage on letters 
per half-ounce, and 13  cents for letters to the United 
States. This latter value was made up o f 5  cents, the 
local rate, plus 2 cents the ship rate or charge for 
conveyance to San Francisco, plus 6 cents, the United 
States postage. T he latter rate was subsequently 
raised to 10 cents, making the prepaid rate 17 cents, 
but was later again changed to the 13  cent rate. Much 
latitude was allowed the sender, who was only required 
to prepay the local rate of 5  cents, which he could do 
in money or b y  a stamp. T h e prepayment o f the 
ship and United States charges was optional, and if 
prepaid could be either in cash, by Hawaiian stamps 
alone, or b y Hawaiian stamps for the local charge, 
and United States stamps for the remainder, as our 
own stamps were kept on hand by the principal post 
offices for such use. In any case, only the Hawaiian 
stamps were cancelled in the Islands, the United States 
stamps, if any, being cancelled at San Francisco or 
Portland, Ore., when delivered to the American post 
office. All letters fully prepaid, however, bore a 
postmark in red ink reading H O N O L U L U  above and 
(J. S . Postage P a id  below, with date in centre. W here  
United States stamps were affixed to prepay the post

age in this country no account was made, as they 
were purchased b y the Hawaiian Post Office Depart
ment at full face value; but where Hawaiian stamps 
were used or postage paid in cash, accounting was 
made quarterly to the Postmaster at San Francisco.

These stamps were issued on October ist» 1851. 
T h e y are type-set and printed in pale blue upon a very  
thin and slightly bluish wove paper. T he manner of 
printing was in pairs upon horizontal strips of paper. 
The two stamps o f the pair differed enough to make 
two distinct varieties of each value, as noted in the 
“ Standard”  catalogue b v the laconic remark “ T w o  
varieties of each.”  The difference is "in the “  P ”  of 
“  Postage*’ : in one it is as close to the frame line as 
the “ H ” of “ Hawaiian" and is thus in exact align
ment beneath the “  H ”  ; in the other it is farther from 
the frame and the vertical stroke is directly beneath 
the middle of the “ H .”

About November, 1852, the 13  cent stamp was modi
fied to read “ H . I. &  U. S .”  at the top instead of 
“  Hawaiian,”  and the “ dice”  ornament was substituted 
for the two loops after the numerals. The same two 
positions of the “ P M o f “ P ostage”  are found in this 
stamp.

T h e 5 cent and 13  cent stamps w ere of course super
seded b y the engraved portrait issue about M ay, 1853. 
T h e  2 cent could have been very little used, for it is 
one of the rartc aves of Philately, fewer copies being 
known than of the more famous “  Post Office Mauri
tius”  stamps. Its value is certainly not far from 83,000, 
while that o f the 5  cent may be placed at perhaps $500, 
and the 13 cent at S350. O f course condition has much 
to do with the prices, and the “ Missionaries"are hard 
to find in really fine condition.

MekecCs Weekly Stamp News.

A  Philatelic Station-master
T h e  station-master at the Royal Albert Dock is a keen 
collector of stamps. T o  such an extent is his hobby 
carried, that the walls and ceiling of the platform office 
are “ papered”  w «h stamps from all parts of the world, 
collected principally from incoming vessels.

Evenin g  Are*vs.
Stamps for the Commonwealth
T h e  desirability of a uniform Commonwealth stamp 
to take the place of the six different State sets now in 
use has been impressed on the successive Postmasters- 
General. The obstacle to what seems a simple change 
is the separate keeping of accounts under the book
keeping system, and no w ay out has yet been dis
covered. Mr. Sydney Sm ith’s attention has been 
directed to the question b y  a deputation comprising 
M r. Basket Hull (President of the Sydney Philatelic 
Club), Mr. Pettifer (Vice-President), Mr. L . D. K. 
V an  W ecnan (a member of the council), and the 
Hon. Secretary (Mr. Sm yth). It was pointed out 
that in view of the possible early termination o f the 
book-keeping period, the Postmaster-General might 
profitably take the matter in hand. The deputation 
thought that while designs could be obtained in 
Australia, better work of this kind might reasonably 
be expected from England, and the opinion was also 
expressed that the uniform stamp when introduced 
should be stael engraved. Stam ps now in use in 
Australia were printed, although the steel engraving 
had been introduced with great satisfaction into New  
Zealand. At the Sydney Post Office there was a plant 
which would do the engraving of all the stamps needed 
b y  the Commonwealth. The Postmaster-General said 
he fully sympathised with the desire for a universal 
stamp. The matter was now under the consideration 
of the Cabinet, and he hoped that the difficulties to 
such a laudable project would be removed.

Sydney M orning Herald.
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THE STAMP KING
By G .  D E  B E A U R E G A R D  and H .  I ) E  G O R S S E

Translated from the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

C H A P T E R  X III (continued)

In  which Jo h n  and his stamp are both taken in  the very 
act o f  flig h t

BU T  a strange murmur began to strike upon John's 
ears as, worn out with his long run, he began visibly 
to falter. A t first he paid little attention to it, as it 

was nearly drowned in the barking of all the dogs in 
the neighbourhood, who had also joined in the chase ; 
but as the cries drew nearer he began to wonder what 
they meant, and listened carefully as he still ran on.

“ Catch the thief! A  thief! A  thief! Stop him ! ”  
were the sounds he heard; and, however surprised he 
might be, he never for a moment doubted to whom 
they referred. But the agile American had no time 
just then to be offended, nor to stop and demand ex
planations from his pursuers, who were heaping such 
insulting epithets upon him. F or the stamp sped ever 
onwards.

Suddenly there was a calm. T he wind fell, and the 
little piece of paper settled comfortably down at the 
foot of a tree about five yards from John, who, though 
his legs would hardly support him, made one last 
formidable and prodigious effort, and threw himself 
on hands and knees on the pavement beside it. This 
time he had the stamp ; he held it in his hand !

Unfortunately, just as John seized it, two vigorous 
hands caught his shoulders and compelled him to rise. 

“  Loose me ! Let me go  ! "  he cried.
But the hands clasped him all the more firmly. 

Struggling to free himself, John turned and recognised
M. Crabifosse and M. Babuchon. The engraver and 
the printer, seeing him rush off without paying his 
account, thought it was a swindler with whom they 
had to deal, and immediately followed in pursuit. It 
was they who had started the cries of “ T hief! Thief! 
Stop him ! ”  which had been taken up by the crowd.

“ So, so, m y good man !'* said they. “ This is how 
you get off without paying bills in your country, 
is i t ? ”

“  Bother your bills for a moment! ” cried John. “  Let 
me go ! Let me go, I say ! "

“  Pay us first, and we'Ii see about that afterwards.”  
“ See about it afterwards! I tell you you'd better

let me go at once, or else------”
“ O relse what ? ”
“  I shall fight.”
“  Ilre shall see about that, m y friend.”
“ Shall yo u ? See that, th e n !”  And so saying he 

dealt each of his adversaries two vigorous blows with 
his fist, thanks to which he found himself fre e ; then 
he turned to take up the stamp from the foot of the 
tree where it had fallen, only to discover that, while 
he had been disputing with his two creditors, a whole 
crowd of people had collected round them, all gesticu
lating and cryin g—

“  Take him up ! Take him up ! ”
“ M e ? ” said John. “ The first who touches me had 

better beware ! ”
And he crossed his arms proudly and looked round 

with a defiant air on the assembled crowd, and his 
eyes blazed so that not one of them dared to put his 
threat into execution. But both M. Crabifosse and 
M. Babuchon continued to cry excitedly—

“ He is a thief! A  ch e a t!”
At length two guardians of the peace arrived—last,

as usual—and, pushing aside the people who surrounded 
John, came up to him, while one of them demanded— 

“ W hat's all this? W hat's it ab o u t?”
“ W h y, look here------ ” began the American. But a

volley of shouts interrupted him.
“ Seize h im !” the crowd still clamoured, without 

even knowing the crime of which the poor fellow was 
accused. John tried once more to explain, but with no 
better success, for the cries became more and more 
menacing. In the midst o f the uproar, though, he 
caught a few scraps of sentences :—

“  He is n thief, and has just stolen six pairs of socks 
from Printemps',” said one.

“ No, indeed, he is not,” returned another. “ He is 
an anarchist, and has just thrown a bomb in the Rue 
des Pas-Perdus from the Gare Saint-Lazare.”

Little groups were beginning to form farther away, 
in which people spoke of a sensational crime, one man 
averring that six people had just had their carotid 
arteries severed, and murmurs were beginning to 
swell demanding the lynching of the miserable as
sassin. Poor John would have been torn in pieces 
had not one of the policemen interfered to save 
him from the rage of the mob, who were all the 
more furious the less they knew about the matter. 
The fact of everyone speaking at once was making 
the two severe guardians o f the public peace very  
angry.

“  It’s no use trying to get anything out of them,”  
said one. “ You  must just come with me to the police 
station.”

“  I ! "  cried John.
“ Yes, you, and no resistance, if you please, unless 

you want to run the gauntlet when you get there.”
“  Run the gauntlet! ”
“ N ow  then, get along.”
“ Oh, I'll com e! But these two gentlemen must 

come with us, as they are the cause of it all.”
“  They are the cause of it all, are they? ” returned 

the second officer. “  V e ry  w ell; let them follow us—  
and quietly, if possible.”

“ Yes, yes, w e will follow you ,”  said M. Crabifosse 
and M. Babuchon with one voice, for, being better 
acquainted with the habits o f the Parisian police, they 
knew what running the gauntlet m eant; that is, a 
volley of blows administered with fists, boots, sabres, 
etc., b y  the whole assembled force. So  they did not 
wish for any nearer acquaintance with this kind of 
amusement.

John and his two creditors then set off under the 
protection o f the officers, while, a few paces behind, a 
large crowd, still gesticulating and shouting, formed 
their escort.

Mr. Keniss’ valet was greatly troubled at this ad
venture and heartily tired of it. A s he left the spot 
where the altercation with M. Crabifosse and M. 
Babuchon had taken place, he cast one last glance at 
the foot of the tree where his stamp had fallen, and, 
misery of miseries, the beautiful gold stamp was no 
longer there. Mechanically raising his eyes he saw it 
gracefully borne along by a fresh gust of wind to
wards the Madeleine. So  the beautiful project which 
he had elaborated with so much care was destroyed at 
a b low ! It was indeed trying to think he had brought 
his fertile and powerful imagination to bear on a 
matter that had ended in such a fiasco, after a week's 
anxiety and vicissitudes!
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“ W hat an idiot I was,” he thought, “ to destroy the 

biock and the other proofs! Now  it will all have to be 
begun over again, even if 1 have the courage for it.”

W hile John thus soliloquised, without troubling* 
himself about the virtuous indignation that was poured 
upon him as he passed, the group of which he formed 
part arrived at the Poste de l’Opera. An inspector 
happened to be thereat the moment, who immediately 
demanded of his subordinates the reason of this triple 
arrest. The more intelligent of them was about to 
explain, but scarcely had he opened his mouth when 
John interrupted him, anxious to put an end to the 
ridiculous misapprehension o f which he was the 
victim. He quickly recounted the story to the in
spector, who could not help laughing heartily.

“  W ell, sirs,” he said, “  I suppose none of you wish 
this matter to go  any farther ? ”

John, M. Crabifosse, and M. Babuchon looked at 
each other.

“  N o,” they answered in turn.
“ Then you have only to settle this little matter of 

money between you and then you are at liberty to g o .”
“  Hut------ "  began M. Babuchon.
“ W e l l? ”  said the inspector.
“  M. John Cockbum  favoured us with a few nasty 

blows just now.”
“ Oh, that alters the matter altogether! W hat have 

you to say to that, M. John C o ck b u rn ?”
“ Only that I was provoked beyond endurance by 

the unjust suspicions they showered upon me and the

w ay they were making me lose m y stamp. Rut since 
they don’t like it I take back the blows, and to settle 
the matter, as a sort of indemnity, I will pay them 
double if they wish it.”

“  Do you agree to th a t?”  asked the inspector. 
“ Yes, yes,” returned the printer and engraver in 

chorus, without even stopping to consult.
“ Then you have only to pay it, M. John.”
W hich John did with an apparent good grace, how

ever highly exasperated he might feel, and then left 
the office without any sign of farewell, and returned 
in a melancholy and thoughtful mood to the Terminus 
Hotel.

( To be continued.)

OUR COMPETITIONS

H E R E  are a few more selections from the many 
excellent papers sent in for our best Anecdote 
or Limerick competition s—

Stamped on the Back
A n amusing trick was played by Fred upon his 
brother-in-law, Bedford, in a bathing-machine. Bed
ford had rubbed down, and was about to resume his 
raiment, when Leslie gave him a slap on the back, 
which, of course, was a most natural action, and 
occasioned no surprise. But two or three days after
wards Bedford felt a strange sensation in the middle 
of his back, and, his wife being asked to look for the 
cause, found a postage stamp had been firmly stuck 
upon him midway between the shoulder-blades. 
“ W h y , where have you been ? ”  she asked. “ B e e n ?” 
said he. “ W h y, to town, of course.” “ Then,”  she 
remarked, “ you must have come back by post.”  The  
stamp was removed by the help of warm water, but 
Bedford will not soon forget Fred’s slap on the back.

From Recollections o f Fred  Leslie.

A  Valet’s Philatelic Windfall
A  few  years ago there died in the city of Glasgow an 
old man, who lived in a large house along with his 
two old servants—a cook and a valet. W hen his will 
was read it was found that he had left £200  to the 
cook, but what was the surprise of all when it was 
discovered that he had only left an old writing-desk 
to the valet!

On opening the desk, the valet discovered it to be 
packed full of stamps. These he took to a philatelist, 
who offered him £ $0 0  for them, which he accepted. 
The philatelist, it is said, shortly afterwards sold them 
for £750. Percy Preston.

A  Penny to Pay
Some years ago, the rural letter-carrier left three 
letters at a country house and sent a message to say 
that “ there was a penny to pay for one of them.” 
The lady examined the letters, .and, finding they were 
properly stamped and no overcharge marked on 
them, told the letter-carrier he was mistaken. “ Very 
likely, Miss,” he said. “ Master” (naming the post
master) “ told me there was a penny to collect from 
someone, and I thought I might try and get it from 
you before I forgot all about it.”

Limericks
There once was a youth of Mauritius,
W ith tendencies terribly vicious ;

He stole a rare stamp,
This shocking young scamp—

’Tw as the twopenny P.O. M auritius!
F red  E dmonds.

There was a young man of Mauritius,
W hose “  Post Office ” gem s were delicious: 

But they said, “ W e ’re afraid 
These are only * Post P aid ’ ” —

W hich made that young person feel vicious.
R ev . P. E. R aynor .

Many brand-new sets from the East,
All manner of men nnd of beasts ;

But are they the thing,
Or are they to bring 

The dibs from the easily fleeced?
A lfred  Ernest Marten .
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A  Letter from Purgatory
A n amusing story was told me by an old lady who 
had an ancient servant named Ann Brady, that had 
lived with her for many years. One day Ann came 
to her mistress in the parlour crying, “  Now  am not 
I the unfortunate wom an? Och, what will I do at all 
at a l l? ”  “ W hat's the matter, A n n ? ”  said her mistress. 
“ Och, ma’am,” replied Ann, “ the postman’s outside, 
and he’s got a letter for me from Purgatory, and I 
know its from me ould mother, who's bin there this 
tin years, and it’s all about me not paying for the masses

1 said I would. O chone! but I am the miserable 
woman.”  On going out her mistress found the post
man in a fit of laughter, with a letter addressed to 
“ Ann B ra d y”  from the “ Dead Letter Office.”  
Nothing could persuade Ann to touch i t ; to her 
“ D ea d ”  meant Purgatory and nothing else. Her 
mistress had to open it for her, when it proved to be 
one Ann had written to a nephew in Clare, but as he 
had gone to America the letter had been returned. 
(From Colonel Stuart’s Reminiscences o f  a Soldier.)

R ev. P. E. Raynor.

THE STAMP MARKET
By A N  ODD LOT
Belgium
Resuming my comparison of prices in the forthcoming 
Part II. of Gibbons’ Catalogue, by favour of the ad
vanced sheets, I find no alterations in this country, 
nor in its Congo State, till I come to the 10 c. of >895, 
variety with centre inverted, which in the new Cata
logue is raised from 50s. to 60s. for an unused copy. 
Bolivia
In the 1878 series, eleven stars, the 50 centavos, un
used, left unpriced in the last Catalogue, is now priced 
12s. 6d.; used it is raised from is. 6d. to 2s.

T he 10 centavos, nine stars, o f 1890, unused, left 
unpriced in the last Catalogue, is now priced 2s., and 
used, priced evidently in error last year at 2s. 6d., is 
now priced 3d.
Brazil
T h e  early issues remain as before, and it is not till I 
come to the 1878-80 series that any change has to be 
noted, and then more a correction than an alteration 
o f market value. In the 1904 Catalogue the 700 reis, 
brown-red, which was priced 10s. unused and 7s. 6d. 
used, is now priced 10s. and is.

T he differences in the re-engraved types o f 1900-4 
are illustrated and made understandable b y means of 
four enlarged reproductions, all of which are listed, 
but none of which are priced. A  special footnote 
explains how the difference arose.
Bulgaria
T he reviser has been busy with the first three issues 
of this country, as may be seen from the following 
lists:—

1904. >9<>S*
1879. Un. Used. Un. Used

s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d .
5  c., black and orange 0 8 1 0 0  9 1 3
5  c. , ,  yellow 2 0 — 6  0 3 0

» o  c. „  green 6 0 6 0 6 0 6 0
25 c. „  purple 3  0 1 6 2  6 2 6
50 c. „  blue 3  0 4  0 3  6 4  °

1 fr. „  rose-red . 2  6 * 3 3  6 2  6
1904. 1005.

1881. Un. Used. Un. Used
s. d . s. d. s. d. s. d.

3  st., dull carmine and grey  . 0 3 0 4 0 4 0 4
5  st., black and yellow . 0 5 0 4 0 6 0 4

10 st. ,, green 4  0 1 O 4  0 1 6
15 st., dull carmine and green . 4  0 t O 4  0 1 0
25 s t ,  black and purple . 12 0 5  0 1 0 4 0
30 st., blue and brown 4 0 0 4 4  0 0 6

1904. too;.
■ 88*. Un. Used. Un. Used

s. d . s. d . s. d. S. d.
3  st., pale orange and yellow . O I 0 1 O 2 O I
3  st., orange and yellow O 1 0 1 O 2 0 I
5 st., grey-green and pale green O 4 0 I O 4 0 3
5 st., deep and pale green O I 0 I O 2 0 1

10 st., carmine and pale rose . O 2 0 2 0 3 0 2

188*.

10 st., scarlet and pale rose 
lost., red ,, ,,
15 st., deep and pale purple 
13 st., lilac-mauve ,,
25 st., blue and pale blue . 
30 st., deep violet and green 
30 st., purple ,,
50 st., blue and rose 
50 st., „  flesh 

Chili

1904. 1905.
Un. Used. Un. Used
s. d . 5. d. s. d .
0 4 0 2 0 6 O 2
0 4 0 1 1 0 O I
0 3 0 1 0 6 O I
0 4 0 1 0 9 O 2
© 5 0 1 0 6 O I
0 9 0 2 1 0 O 2
0 9 0 2 1 0 O 2
1 3 0 3 1 6 —
1 0 0 3 1 6 0 3

T he early or Perkins Bacon types of this republic 
have almost all been increased in price, some con
siderably so. The 5 centavos, used, of the first issue, 
on blued paper, which in 1902 was going a-begging  
at 8d. a copy, is now priced 15s. The 20 centavos of 
1862 has been raised from 12s. and 8s. 6d. to 15s. for 
both unused and used, and the 20 centavos, green, 
of 1867, unused, has been raised from 3s. 6d. to 5s.

In the 1877-8 series, the 5 c., lake, unused, has been 
raised from is. to 2s., the 10 c., blue, unused, from 
2s. to 3s., the 20 c., green, unused, from 4s. to 5s., 
and the 50 c., lilac, unused, from 6s. to 7s. 6d.

The 30 c., rose-carmine, of 1892-1900, which has 
been marked down for a rise because the stock was 
largely used for the provisional 5 c. on 30 c., remains 
at 2s., unused.

O f the W aterlow types o f 1900-1 the 20 centavos 
seems to be very scarce. Last year it was priced at 
2s. unused, but in the new Catalogue the price has 
been raised to 10s. For some reason or another the 
supplies of this stamp were never abundant, even 
when it was current.

China
T he grand stamps of this philatelically most interest
ing country have undergone slight advances here and 
there, but nothing to indicate anything like an active 
demand for issues that are cheap, clean from jobbery, 
quaint, and truly Oriental.

In the 1895 series the 24 c. has been advanced from 
3s. 6d. and 2s. to 6s. for both unused and used, but 
the tete-Jjcche pair catalogued in 1904 at 30s. is dropped 
to ios., due no doubt to the great number of copies 
sold b y auction in London during the past season.

In the 1897 series of Japanese plates the $3 , long 
regarded as a promising stamp, has been raised from 
50s. to 80s.

Crete
Passing over the complexities of Colombo, Corea, 
with its few changes, mostly reductions in pence, and 
Costa Rica, we come to Crete, which only started in 
the stamp line in 189S, but already fills six columns of 
Gibbons.

The rare first issue remains at 40s. unused and 30s.
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used, to which it was reduced last year from 65s. and 
45s. in the 1903 Catalogue.

The 2 metallik, rose, of the Russian sphere, left un
priced in the last Catalogue, is now priced at 30s.

In the overprinted series of jqoo the higher values 
overprinted in vermilion, unused, have been advanced 
in price: t dr. from 3s. to 4s., the 2 dr. from 6s. to 
7s. 6d., and the 5 dr. from 20s. to 30s.

Denmark
W ith the exception of dropping the first 2 r .b.s., 
unused, of the first issue from 80s. to 70s., and raising 
used copies of the same stamp from 12s. 6d. to 15s., 
the reviser has passed lightly over the stamps of 
Denmark.

Danish W est Indies
E v e n  the advanced prices of Danish W est Indies are 
maintained despite the abandonment of the proposed 
sale of the islands to the I'nited States, which caused 
such a boom in these stamps a couple of years ago.

Iceland
Iceland, which was a cheap little country a few 
years ago —in fact, quite an ideal lot fora lad—is now 
creeping up into the ranks of the specialised, and 
prices are consequently advancing by leaps and 
bounds.

In the new Catalogue there is a more or less general 
advance of prices all along the line.

In the first issue the prices have gone up for unused 
and used :—

<904. 1905.
*873* Unused. Used. Unused. Used.

s, d. s. d. S. it. S. it.
3 skill., g rey • 3 6  5 ° 5 0  6 0
4 skill., carmine . 15 0 10 0 17 6 15 0

16 skill., yellow . 4 0  5 0 6 0  6 0

In the 1876 series the 5 aur, blue, has been raised 
from 10s. and 5s. to 12s. and 6s., and the 40 aur, green, 
from 5s. and 4s. to 7s. 6d. and 5s.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS .
S. A. M. (Southport).— The current id. of Victoria 

runs into many distinct shades, but what you send and 
label “ n e w " is the darkest shade we have seen.

F. J . M. (Brixton).—Surely you find in the articles 
now running in our pages, under the head of “ Coun
tries of the W o rld ,” plenty of information for your 
“  Little M oguls,”  who cannot afford more than 2s. 6d. 
to 5s. at most for a stamp. A s to your collection of 
Great Britain, w hy not give up “ Officials,”  and confine 
yourself to the ordinary postal issues? Fill up your 
modern series, and work back as the opportunity and 
your spare cash will allow you.

W . A. W . (Croydon).— There is no need of a diagram  
to put you in the way of hinging a stamp. W et about 
the eighth of an inch of the end of the hinge and lay 
this on the left-hand edge of the gummed side of the 
stamp, then double the hinge back so that it will just 
escape showing under the perforation. W et the other 
end of the hinge and affix it in its position in the album.

W e  don't quite understand what you mean b y  left- 
and right-hand pages. You must hinge your stamps 
on the right-hand page only. If you hinge stamps 
also on the opposite page they will be continually 
catching in. each other, to say nothing of the havoc 
which friction will work on delicate stamps when 
rubbed against each other on opposite pages.

S . R. (Canada).— No, indeed, it is not often that the 
cancellation falls on the flap of the envelope instead 
o f on the stamp, though such accidents to letters 
received b y us would materially help in our domestic 
arrangements. W e  are anxious to get a host of good 
friends like yourself for G. .S'. IV, in Canada.

F . G. (Halifax).—W e  do not publish the rules of the 
Junior Philatelic Society, but you can get a copy by  
sending a penny stamp to the Secretary, Mr. H. F. 
Johnson, 4. Portland Place North, Clapham Road, 
London, S A Y . Can't you get up a society in Halifax?

EDITORIAL NOTES
Editorial Communications.—All communications in

tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward
J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge  
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous”  page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by  
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desit cd information.

The following abbreviations are used in g ivin g an 
opinion:— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F . F o rg e d ;
G . Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged; 
R. R eprint; W . Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 105. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor b y the earliest post.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of V ol. I. of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Printed by W . B ren  don & So n , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
1 July, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By E D W A R D  J. N A N K IV E L L

south-west of Delhi, with a population in 
1901 of 56,771.

Dr. Hunter tells us that originally 
Alwar State consisted of petty chiefships, 
which till the middle of the "last centurv 
owed allegiance to Jaipur and Bhartpur. 
The romantic growth of the State is thus 
described by Dr. Hunter :—

“ The founder of the present family 
was Pratap Sinh, a Naruka Rajput, who 
at first possessed but two villages and a 
half, Machari being one of them. During 
the minority of the Maharaja of Jaipur, 
and while Jats, Mughals, and Marhattas 
were contending with each other, he 
succeeded, between 1771 and 1776, in 
establishing independent power in the 
greater part of the territory which now 
forms the southern half of the State. In 
the war carried on by Mirza Najif Khan 
against the Jats, he united his forces at 
an opportune moment with those of the 
former, and aided him in defeating the 
enemy at Barsana and at Dig. As a 
reward for his services he obtained the 
title of Rao Raja, and a sanad authorising 
him to hold Machari direct. In 1776 he 
took advantage of the weakness of 
Bhartpur to wrest from the Jats the town 
and fort of Alwar. His brethren of the 
Naruka clan of Rajputs then acknow
ledged him as their chief. He was

A lw a r

* PnnWlwit— r 1 t t ~

T~\R. HUNTER, in his monumental 
Imperial Gazetteer o f India, tells us 

that the name of this native State of India 
is properly spelt “ Alwar,” yet, strange 
to say, we find it placed under the letter 
U and spelt “  Ulwar.” In the early days 
of the East India Company it was known 
as Machery, from a town of that name.

It is bounded on the north by the 
British district of Ourgfion, on the east 
by the State of Bhartpur, on the south 
and west by the State of Jaipur.

It has an area of 3,144 square miles, 
with a population in 1901 of 828,487. Its 
capital is Alwar, about eighty-five miles
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succeeded by his adopted son, Bakhtawar 
Sinh, during whose time the country was 
overrun by the Marhattas. At the com
mencement of the Marhatti war of 1803-6, 
Bakhtawar Sinh allied himself with the 
British Government ; and the famous 
battle of Laswari, in which Sindhia’s 
forces were completely defeated by Lord 
Lake, was fought about seventeen miles 
east of the town of Alwar. After this 
campaign, the British Government con
ferred on Bakhtawar Sinh the northern 
districts of the present State, and thereby 
raised his revenue from seven to ten 
lakhs.”

In 1803 the State was placed under 
British protection, and a treaty of offensive 
and defensive alliance was concluded, on 
the basis that Alwar should pay no tribute, 
but that its troops should co-operate 
with the British Government when re
quired.

After many lapses from the path of 
loyalty, in 1870 a council of manage
ment, presided over by a British officer, 
was appointed, by whom the State was 
governed.

The present Maharaja succeeded in 
1892, and his importance as a chief is 
emphasised by the fact that he is entitled 
to a salute of fifteen guns.

Its Philatelic History
Philatelically, the State of Alwar belongs 

to the class of Native Feudatory States. 
Only one issue stands to its credit in our 
philatelic list, supplemented by the issue 
of one value with a redrawn type of the 
first and only design.

The design is a crude one of local pro
duction. It represents a dagger with 
inscription above and below in Devanagari 
characters, which Major Evans tells us, in 
his admirable articles in the Monthly Jour
nal on the Stamps of the Native States, 
reads on top, “  ra-j-a-l-w-r,”  divided as 
indicated by the hyphens, and on the 
lower inscription the value.

The stamps were lithographed on un
watermarked paper, and were issued in
1877-8.

In 1899-1901 the design of the J  anna 
was redrawn, but in 1902 the State dis
continued its separate issue of postage 
stamps.

The Philatelic Journal o j India gives the 
following explanation of the dagger de
sign :—

“  The curious dagger, known as a 
katar, which is so prominent on the 
stamps of Alwar, owes its presence there 
to the following legend connected with 
the reigning family of that State. Mairaj, 
the father of Naru, who founded the 
Narukha clan who rule Alwar, was once 
at war with Kalodar J hala of Jhalrapatan. 
After much fighting, an interview was 
arranged between the two monarchs. 
When they were squatting on the ground 
facing one another, four of Jhala’s men 
pinioned Mairaj’s arms behind him with 
intent to murder him. Mad at the 
treachery, but unable to use his hands, 
Mairaj gripped Jhala’s katar with his 
toes, pulled it out of his waist-band, 
and ended the traitor's career by stabbing 
him in the stomach. The legend is quite 
likely true, as the Indian has marvellously 
prehensile toes, and the broad handle grip 
of the katar would lend itself to use of 
this kind. Anyhow, that is why we find 
the katar on the stamps of Alwar.”

1877. Two values, lithographed on 
unwatermarked paper and rouletted. 
Design, a dagger with inscriptions in 
Devanagari characters above and below; 
the upper inscription being the name of 
the State, and the lower inscription the 
value.

Lithographed and rouletted.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
$ anna, blue . . . 0 2  0 2
t anna, brown . . 0 5  0 3

1899-1901. Same type, but redrawn 
and issued in slate-blue and in green. 

1899-1901.
Type redrawn.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

1  anna, slate*blue . . 0 1  0 2
I  anna, green . 0 1  —

{To he continued.)
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FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By Rev. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.

(Continued from  page 4.)

Stamps without a Name (con tin ued)
T H E  reader will doubtless remember 

that when we introduced the subject 
of “  Stamps without a Name,” we deemed 
it expedient to consider the matter under 
four headings. The first dealt with those 
nameless stamps which had, as the promi
nent feature of the design, the figure or 
bust of the reigning monarch or of an 
illustrious person, or an allegorical pic
ture. The second heading included those 
in which the central designs were coats- 
of-arms or emblems. These have now 
been reviewed fairly exhaustively. They 
comprise the great majority of “ Stamps 
without a Name.” We come now to con
sider those stamps in which the central 
design consists of numerals of value or 
written characters.

Issues in which large numerals figure 
as the piece de resistance have never 
found much favour in the eyes of the 
postal administrations of the stamp
issuing countries. Consequently their 
numbers are few. The first that comes 
under our notice ought not to have a 
place under “ Stamps without a Name” 
at all. In consequence, however, of the 
difficulty which many beginners have in 
locating the said series, I have ventured 
to include them, and beg to introduce to 
the reader the third issue of Hungary, 
which first saw the light in 1874. The 
design of this series was jin envelope, 
with large numerals of value inscribed 
thereon. Above the envelope rests the 
Hungarian crown. A post-horn and 
laurel branches adorn the other three 
sides of the envelope. Ma g y a r  k i r . p o s t a . 
is inscribed below. “ M agyar” (or 
Magyarorszag) is the native name for 
Hungary, and the inscription stands for 
“  Royal Hungarian Post.”

A similar issue was brought out in
1887. The envelope in the centre was 
smaller. The inscriptions were in larger 
type, and the numerals of value were 
printed in a different colour from the rest 
of the stamp.

An example of the earlier issues is 
given below.

hUSOASr.

1874-e.

Among the first countries to follow the 
lead of Great Britain and enable its people 
to prepay the postage on letters by means 
of stamps was Brazil. Dom Pedro II. 
was Emperor. Crowned in 1841, he 
reigned until 1889, when a revolution 
broke out. The empire became a republic, 
and Dom Pedro and his family were exiled. 
It was in 1843 that the first issue of post
age stamps appeared in Brazil. The 
designs were of the crudest. Numerals 
of value were inscribed on an oval which 
was enclosed in a double-lined rectangle. 
In the following year, further additions 
were made to the series, and the shape of 
the rectangle was altered by clipping 
curved pieces out of the corners. In 
1850 a return was made to the original 
shape of the rectangle, which was much 
smaller than the type of 1843 and filled in 
with lines. These latter designs continued 
in use until 1866, when the head of Dom 
Pedro appeared in the central design. 
Illustrations of the numerical series are 
appended.

B RA tlL.

18 5 0 . 185 4  61,
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The first issue of Denmark in 1851 

consisted of two values of two and four 
rigsbank-skilling. The latter has already 
been dealt with on page 325 of vol. i. of the 
Weekly. The reader is kindly referred to 
that page for details as to the currency 
value of the rigsbank - skilling. The 
smaller value seems to have been issued 
for use in the city of Copenhagen. Its 
design consisted of a circle in which was 
inscribed 2 r i g s b a x k - s k i l l i n g . The cir
cular band contained the inscription k g l . 
p o s t  f r i m .t r k e . Ornamental lines filled 
in the rest of the stamp.

D EW A R *

1851.

The catalogues include Baden under 
the heading of Germany. Baden is re
sponsible for a peculiar issue in 1862. 
The stamps go by the name of Land- 
l’ ost or Rural Post stamps. In 1859 a 
messenger service was established to 
connect the villages that had no post 
offices with the nearest State Post Office. 
This service was improved in 1862, and 
stamps of the value of one, three, and 
twelve kreuzer were issued for its use. 
The numeral of value appeared in the 
centre, l a n d - p o s t  was inscribed above, 
and underneath was the inscription p o r t o -  
m a r k e , i.e. Postage Due Stamp. The 
stamps were not on sale to the public, but 
were used only by the officials of this rural 
post. Separate issues for Baden ceased 
in 1871. In the following year nearly a 
million of these Land-Post stamps were 
sold to a Hamburg stamp merchant. 
Consequently, a full set of three unused 
can be obtained for sixpence. Used 
specimens are rare.

BADEN.

The duchies of Schleswig and Holstein 
formed part of the kingdom of Denmark

for many years. The inhabitants were 
mainly of German descent, and conse
quently insurrections against Danish rule 
were frequent. In 1863 Austria and 
Prussia made war on Denmark, and in 
the following year the two duchies were 
given up to the allies.

The war between Austria and Prussia 
led to the incorporation of both duchies 
with Prussia in 1866. In 1864 the in
habitants were notified that Danish stamps 
would no longer be available for postal 
purposes in Holstein. Accordingly a 
stamp of ij- schilling was issued ; 16
schilling went to the mark, which was 
worth about is. 2d.

The central design of this stamp con
tained the inscription of value, 1] s c h i l 
l i n g  c r t . A square frame surrounded 
the circular band. Round the frame was 
inscribed h r z g l  p o s t  f r m , which was the 
abbreviation for Herzogliche Post Frei- 
marke, i.e. Ducal Postal Stamp. 4 s r m  at 
the base of the stamp stood for 4 skilling 
Reichs Miinze, the Danish equivalent of 
i j  schilling.

Later in the same year, 1864, a similar 
design was issued. The numerals in the 
centre were larger, and 4 s r m  gave place 
to i j  s l m , which initials stood for Schil
ling Lauenburgische Miinze. The five 
letters f r m r k  (Freimarken) appeared on 
the right-hand side of the stamp to balance 
the letters h r z g l  on the left-hand side.

a « > p o s T ^  h

HOLSTEIN

1884.

The stamps of Thurn and Taxis do not 
belong to the list of “ Stamps Without a 
Name.” They have the name in very 
small print on the right-hand side of the 
stamp, as the beginner may readily see 
by examining the annexed illustration.

THURN AND TAXIS.

(T o fit cjniinHxtf.)
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BY-PATHS OF PHILATELY
PICTU RE STAM PS AND METHODS OF A R R A N G EM EN T

By H. R. OLDFIELD
(Continued from  page 6.)

1. Pictures of Scenery
C O  far as pictures of scenery are con- 
l'-J cerned, the best method of arrange
ment seems to be according to the coun
tries issuing them, and I have adopted an 
alphabetical sequence in preference to a 
geographical classification.

The stamps of each country are, of 
course, mounted in order of date, and 
each one should be properly described, 
the subject of the picture stated, and, 
if necessary, the cause of the issue ex
plained.

This class includes the Sydney View 
stamps of 1850, which were the first 
undoubtedly picture stamps to be issued,

and also the New Zealand sets of 1902 
and subsequently, about which there has 
been so much controversy of late.

The design of the Sydney View stamps 
has been the subject of considerable dis
cussion and research, and a water-colour 
sketch is in the possession of a prominent 
philatelist, from which it is said this de
sign was taken. It is also stated to be 
a copy of the Colonial Government seal.

Among other stamps included in this 
class the following may be noted.

Bahamas.—The id. value of 1901 illus
trating what is called “ The Queen’s 
Staircase.”

It is a curious fact that the formation 
of all the islands is a calcareous rock, 
which under the surface is soft and easily 
fashioned, but when exposed to the air 
becomes as hard as flint.

Jamaica. —The id. value of 1900 illus
trating the Llandovery Falls.

Malta.—The Jd. value with its view of 
the harbour.

British Guiana. —1898. 2 cent value.

British .Xorth Borneo. —1894 and 1897. 
18 cents value of 1897.
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The lower values up to 18 cents were 

said in 1904 to have been the handsomest 
stamps issued up to then.

Congo S/ale. — 1894. 50 cent value.
M’poso Railway Bridge.

2. Pictures Illustrative of Historical Events 
The stamps illustrating historical events 

should, I think, be arranged according to 
the dates of issue, and the work of de
scription, while equally necessary, is 
rendered lighter in many cases by the 
inscriptions upon the stamps themselves. 
This class also contains examples of re
cognised and valuable issues such as the 
15 and 24 cent values in 1869 of the

U.S.A., as well as samples of the un
necessary and speculative which may be 
found among the Portuguese specimens. 
A large proportion of the numerous com
memorative issues come under this head
ing, and in my first tentative arrangement 
1 grouped them together under “  Histori
cal and Commemorative Issues,”  but I 
soon found that this arrangement clashed 
with some of the other groups, and modi
fied it accordingly. Indeed, one of the 
difficulties of the classification of Picture 
Stamps is that several of them seem to 
belong to more than one class.

The Columbus Centenary proved very 
attractive to several countries, and besides 
the well-known issue of 1893 by the

U.S. of America, the following countries 
indulged in Commemorative issues to a 
smaller extent, viz. Nicaragua, Salvador, 
and Venezuela. The designs of the U.S. A. 
stamps were taken from well-known paint
ings and from Spanish engravings.

.Xicaragua.— 1892. Discovery by Colum
bus of America.

Salvador.— 1892. Landing of Colum
bus.

Venezuela. —1893. Landing of Colum
bus.

{To be continued.)

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S  P R I C E D  C A T A L O G U E  O F  7 H E  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S  O F  T H E  W O R L D . 

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies ; post-free, as. 9d. V ol. II. The Rest of the W orld ; post-free, 2s. $d. 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London, W .C.
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HOW TO DIVERT
W ITH APOLOGIES TO M R. IMESON (Vol. I. p. 378)

By C. R A Y M O N D  MEGSON

'"T H E R E  was once a boy called Tommy 
Jones, and Tommy loved stamps. 

All his spare cash went to the stamp 
dealer, and all his spare time was spent 
with his beloved stamps. Tommy’s papa 
had no sympathy with Tommy’s hobby; 
he called it “ Tommy-rot.”  But then pa 
could understand very little else than 
sirloins and shoulders. He had made 
quite a lot of money by dexterously 
throwing three-quarters of a pound of 
steak on the scale and making it turn at 
a pound.

One day Tommy fell ill. The doctor 
shook his solemn head, and said, “ Very, 
very ill.”  Tommy’s pa was well-to-do, 
that is why the doctor said “ Very, very 
ill.” The doctor said that Tommy would 
have to take more exercise when he re
covered, if he managed to pull through. 
Tommy was out of bed in less than a 
week, anxious to get at his stamps. But, 
poor Tommy ! pa had sold his collection 
to defray part expenses of a nice new 
bicycle for Tommy to take more exercise. 
Tommy sighed, but bore the ordeal philo
sophically, which was the best thing to 
do, seeing pa had a big stick, and, my 
word, he knew how to use it too !

Pa saw that Tommy at first was very 
gloomy over his loss ; but Tommy soon 
regained his usual spirits, and pa’s heart 
beat happily, for his son soon became 
very anxious to take a spin on his machine 
whenever opportunity offered. But pa 
had some misgivings in his narrow mind. 
Though Tommy spoke of his long rides, 
he never seemed hot and tired, and Tommy 
should have been, according to the laws 
of nature, for he was a fat young boy.

Pa, in order to ease his misgivings, 
bought Tommy a nice cyclometer to affix 
to his bicycle. Before each ride he would 
turn the indicator to zero, and notice the 
indication thereon when Tommy returned. 
But pa was pleased, for it always registered 
between ten and twenty miles.

Foolish papa! he did not know that 
Tommy hied to the garden of a philatelic 
friend, and, turning his bicycle upside

down, set the front wheel spinning while 
he pored over King’s Heads, single water
marks, and measured his perfs., in a new 
collection he had started, and which he 
kept at his friend’s house.

All wentvery well until one night Tommy 
rode home and pa met him at the door. 
He looked at the cyclometer, then at 
Tommy, and puckered his brow. “ Good 
gracious, Tommy, you haven’t ridden 
eighty-eight miles since you started out 
to-night.” Tommy looked at the cyclo
meter, and then looked disconcerted. 
“ Don’t whack me, dad,” he cried, “ but 
I must have turned the wheel the wrong 
way.” Pa turned Tommy the wrong 
way, and did whack him.

This sad little story has a happy little 
ending. Pa having gained sufficient 
worldly goods to enable him to live with 
his family in comfort without working any 
more, vacated his shop and took up his 
residence in a nice little cottage in the 
country. Time sometimes hung heavily 
on the hands of the erstwhile busy man, 
and once or twice he had looked atTommy, 
who had never recovered from the loss of 
his stamps, and he had no friends in his 
new world to whom he could even talk 
about stamps. Pa noticed these sad and 
wistful moments, and so far relented as 
to buy Tommy one birthday a new 
“  Improved ” Postage Stamp Album (you 
know the sort I mean, don’t you? No. 4, 
handsomely half bound, art vellum sides, 
etc. Well, you must have heard of them, 
if you haven’t seen them, and I should 
advise all such to call and inspect them if 
ever they go along the Strand), and also 
a packet of 1,500 varieties. Tommy’s 
philatelic heart beat with untold pleasure. 
He kissed his old dad, who watched the 
son mounting his stamps, and became 
so interested in the little tit-bits of 
information which Tommy gave him 
about them, that he started, at his old 
age (fifty-four) a collection of his own, 
and says he is sorry he has wasted so 
many precious years of his life as a non
collector.
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N EW  ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers if they will help him with the earliest possible Information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKIVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Cuba.—The Metropolitan Philatelist, l\ S ., says:— 
“  Washington collectors arc asking for information 

concerning the new Cuban stamps, but nobody in this 
city has been able to get any information. The plates 
>o long used in the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
are now in the hands of the New York Bank Note 
Company, and the stamps are being printed from these 
plates, though on a different kind of paper, it is said."

Cucuta.—The last set of stamps for this Colombian 
-tate have now been issued in new colours.

t c e n t a v o , y e l lo w - g r e e n  o n  y e l lo w . 
2 c e n t a v o s , p a le  Ted , ,
5 , ,  d e e p  b iu e

to  , ,  b ro w n  ,,
?0  , ,  d e e p  g re e n  , ,
50  , ,  v e rm ilio n  ,,

1 peso, mauve on white.

Hungary.—The flhtstrlertes Briefmarken Journal 
states that twenty sheets of too of the 50 filler were 
printed in lilac-red instead of dark red. Ten sheets of 
the error were purchased and used up by one cf the 
lotteries whilst the other ten were placed on sale at 
the G.P.O. Six had been sold before a stamp collector 
came along, and, according to Eicon's Weekly Stamp 
AV»f, it is now argued that only four are likely to 
come on the stanp market.

N a 'a l .—W e  have received from our publishers the 
current 4d. K ing’s Head on the multiple paper.

Ik'nik. Multiple CA. P er/
Id ., light green, 
id ., carmine.
4<J., carmine and cinnamon, 
as. 6d., purple.

Philippin es.— The Metropolitan Philatelist, U .S ., 
s a y s :—

“  It now appears that owing to an unprecedented 
rush at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, caused 
b y the tremendous demand for National Bank notes, 
and other supplies, the Bureau has been compelled 
to abandon, practically, work on the new Philippine 
stamps for some time. A t present little, if anything, 
is being done on the three low values already started, 
and the prospect now is that it will be several months 
before the work will be actively taken up again. This 
state of affairs is due to the fact that the Insular Bureau 
of the W a r Department is not pressing the m atter; in 
fact, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing was given  
to understand that there was no particular hurry, and 
that the Bureau could take practically its own time in 
getting out the new series. F o r this reason it is not 
expected that any of the new stamps will be ready for 
use much before late in the fall.

“ The Bureau of Engraving and Printing is now at 
work on a large order for surcharged stamps for the 
Philippines, to be put up in books. O f course, the 
two cent denomination only is surcharged."

Santander.— This Colombian state, like Cucuta, 
has changed the colour of its stamps as follows:—

5 centavos, pale blue.
red-brown, 
yellow-green, 
red-violet, 

dark blue.
, dull rose, 

red.

50 
t peso. 
5 pesos,

Spain. — Messrs. Whitfield K ing and Co. send us 
the 15 c. stamp changed in colour from blue-black to 
violet. Control numbers on the back as before.

The portrait, b y the w ay, is getting a little out of 
date. It represents the young K ing of six years ago, 
when he was a mere boy.

Colour changed.
15 c., violet.

Straits Settlements.— Messrs. Whitfield K in g  and 
Co. inform us that they have received the 25 c., 30 c., 
and $ 1  stamps with multiple watermarks, but do not 
say whether the stamps are of the new design or of 
the old K ing’s Head type. A s they do not mention the 
type, we presume the stamps referred to are of the 
old K in g’s Head type. It is singular that the larger 
Head of K ing type is not being proceeded with.

Transvaal.—O ur publishers send us the ts. value 
on multiple C A  paper. T h e colours are as in the 
single C A , medallion in slate, and rest of the design 
in brown. The new Gibbons makes a slip in describing 
the medallion of the single C A  as black.

iVmk. Multiple C A . 1'erf.
bluish green and black, 

id ., carmine and black, 
is., brown and slate.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Honolulu Collections
H o n o lu lu  is, without doubt, one of the most pleasant 
and beautiful spots on earth. In spite of the tropical 
vegetation the climate is most equable, and the heat is 
seldom oppressive. Sunstroke is unknown, and there 
is little danger of catching colds or fever, as the 
temperature seldom drops suddenly.

There are several enthusiastic collectors in the 
Islands, and there is the nucleus of a very fine col
lection at the Bishop Museum. It includes a very 
fine copy of the T w o Cents, and fair copies of the 
Five and both types of the Thirteen Cents of the first 
issue of Hawaii. Unfortunately these stamps are 
tightly pasted down. The later issues are not very 
strongly represented.

There is another fine collection of Hawaiians, con
taining exceptionally fine copies of the Five and both 
types of the Thirteen Cents of the first issue. This 
collection is very strong in the numerals, which have 
been plated according to Mr. H. J . Crocker’s arrange
ment. It contains only specimens in the finest con
dition ; and although the owner tells me he has had 
very few opportunities of seeing other collections, it 
is arranged on the most up-to-date lines and is a model 
of neatness. In addition to this he has a large general 
collection.— M r. A. L. R . Hausburg on his trip round 
the world in  the "M onthly Jo u rn a l.”

“ C.E.F." Printings
T h e  following statement contributed by M r. A. F. 
Thompson (Tientsin) to the PhilatelicJourn al o f  India* 
shows the number of each denomination of stamps 
surcharged “ C .E .F .” (China Expeditionary Force) 
received b y the Field Post Office between Ju ly , 1900, 
and the beginning of January, 1905 ; the number sold 
during that period, and the number in hand on the 
3rd of January, 1905.

Denomination. No. received. No. sold.
No.

in hand.
1  a., carmine * 3 3 »o 2 0 247.659 83,861
£ a., green . 420,480 373.784 46,696
I a., plum . 221,640 219 ,310 2.330
t a., carmine • 29,720 7.4 7 * 22,249
2 a., blue . 39,680 29,846 9.834
2^ a., green . 27,040 20,909 6 ,131
3  a., orange . 22,800 18,141 4.659
4 a., grey-g re en . . 24,800 2 a  697 4 . *03
8 a., mauve • *9»72° 16.697 3.023
2 a., purple on red . 14,666 *3.777 889
1 r., green and carmine 17,640 2.449

Proposed International Stamp
A  postal reform that is bound to come some day is 
brought a step nearer to realisation by the appeal of 
the Ham burg Chamber of Commerce to the German 
Government to take the initiative in bringing before 
the Postal Union a proposal for the introduction of an 
international stamp. T he present lack of such a stamp 
causes inconvenience in at least two ways. W e  are 
without any proper means of remitting abroad such 
small sums of money as the fivepencc which a French

newspaper exacts from a subscriber when he changes 
his address; and we cannot, in corresponding with 
foreign firms, or asking for their catalogues, enclose 
stamped directed envelopes for a reply. There is. of 
course, the resource of seeking out a stamp dealer, 
and buying French, German, or Italian stamps at 50 
per cent, above their face value from him ; but this is 
a clumsy, costly plan, which most of us find too 
troublesome to adopt, with the result that letters get 
left unanswered and international trade suffers. The  
remedy proposed should be the more readily adopted 
because a certain number of countries have already 
conceded the principle b y printing international reply 
post cards.—D aily Graphic.

The “  Million Stamps " Story
A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  gives the following explanation o f 
the origin of the “ million stamps myth,” which I dis
cussed in a recent article. In the early days of postage 
stamps it was an easy matter to remove the obliterating 
postmark with benzine. This being done, the stamp 
being separated from the paper to which it was attached, 
and the back of it regummed, the stamp could be sold 
as a new one. M y correspondent thinks that a con
siderable trade was done in remade postage stamps 
in this way, and so a certain demand grew  up for large 
quantities of used penny stamps, and the fiction that 
a million of them would get a child into an orphan 
asylum or a hospital, o r some such institution, was 
started to facilitate the business of collecting them in 
large quantities. W hether there is anything in this 
suggestion 1 do not know, but this method of remaking 
postage stamps has long been extinct, the Post Office 
having successfully defeated any such attem pt. At 
the present time the printing ink of the stamps and 
the ink of the postmarks are made with the same 
solvent, so that any chemical which removes the one 
will remove the other.— Truth.

The Spanish \ c. de peseta
Postage stamps at Villagarcia are so moderate in 
price that for the convenience of the lower classes 
they are being sold at forty a penny. The only 
difhculty is that they cover a letter so completely that 
if it is desired to put on the address, a second letter 
has to be posted to hold the remainder of the stamps.

Globe.

A  Stamp for Reply
“ O n e  o f the minor problems of life,”  the D aily  
Chronicle remarks, “ is how to enclose stamps for 
reply when sending a  letter abroad.”  . . . “ Doubtless,”  
adds the same newspaper, “ there will come a time— 
even before M r. H. G . W ells’s W orld State is in 
being— when an international series of postage stamps 
will be agreed upon, as well as an international coinage. 
But in the meantime the Dutch Government, we are 
told, has determined to solve the problem by procuring 
the stamps of all countries, and putting them on sale 
in the post offices. This is an example that might 
well be followed b y other countries.”

A FINE BIRTHDAY C IIT .
No. 68, 1,500 varieties. Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1,500 different Stamps form a 

splendid start for anyone. A  large number of really rare and valuable stamps are contained in this collection ; 
but it is impossible to enumerate them, as w e are constantly adding N ew  Issues and Older Stamps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed. 15s., post-free and Registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W R IN K L E

The Stamp Bourse
O f  course every stamp collector has heard of the 
Stamp Bourse in Paris, where stamp collectors and 
stamp dealers meet on common ground in a public 
thoroughfare under the trees to swap and buy. It has 
survived the test of years, and seems to be regularly 
frequented. But we have no such thing in our great 
village of London, though I am in hopes that we may 
have our Stamp Bourse .some day yet, but it will not 
be under the trees, for our climate is not just the thing 
for that. It will have to be in a room in some cafe, or 
other place of public resort.

A  Boston Stamp Bourse
Meanwhile, they are going to try the experiment of 

a Stamp Bourse in Boston, U .S . The Boston Stamp 
Bourse is not to be on the free-and-ea.«y-open-to-all- 
comers terms, after the style of the Paris model, but a 
close preserve, open only to the members of the 
Boston Philatelic Society.

How far the Bourse idea can be grafted on to the 
ordinary Philatelic Society remains to be seen. It 
should be a success, for at present there is a lot of 
good material in the hands of all the old collectors 
waiting circulation. W hen I think of the immense 
stocks of duplicates that I know of lying idle, I cannot 
help thinking it a great pity that some good soul does 
not come forward and popularise the business of ex
changing in our Societies.

Stamp Bourse Rules
Anyw ay, here are the Rules of the Boston experi

ment. T h ey may serve as the groundwork for an 
English attempt in the same direction :—

t.—All stamps to' be sold at the Bourse must be 
properly mounted with removable hinges on 
Bourse sheets, and offered for sale by the Super
intendent of Sales or his assistants.

2 . — Bourse sheets to hold twenty stamps can be pro
cured, by members only, of the Superintendent 
of Sales at a cost of one cent per sheet.

3 . — Each stamp must be marked in ink underneath,
with its net price. It will add to the buyer's con
venience and probably help sales if the catalogue 
number and catalogue price are also given.

In order that the stamps may be easily examined, 
they should be hinged near the top, and must not 
overlap.

4 . — All stamps sold from these sheets are to be paid
for when removed. T h e Superintendent or his 
assistants will stamp each space 4‘ Sold ”  when so 
removed.

5 . —A  commission of five per cent, will be charged to
the owner on all stamps sold at this Bourse.

T he privilege of selling at this Bourse is for 
members only. Visitors as well as members 
may purchase at these sales.

The Superintendent shall pay to the Society all 
moneys received for Bourse sheets and all com
missions received from sales at the Stamp Bourse.

6 . —On each sheet submitted for sale will be placed by
the Superintendent the Bourse number of the 
member. Member's name will not be permitted 
to appear on Bourse sheets.

The owner will place the net selling value of 
each sheet in the right-hand upper corner.

-. — Mounted sheets ready for the Sale are to be left 
with the Superintendent on or before 2 p.m. of 
the day of Society meeting.

Pleasant Preliminary Gatherings
S i'Kely  a well organised attempt to bring members 
together for a preliminary hour for exchange purposes 
should be a success.

Before all things there must be an accepted basis 
for exchanging, and that basis will have to be the 
Gibbons Catalogue, for the simple reason that it rules 
prices. Accept a basis, and the rest is a simple busi
ness. Value for value, regardless of cou n try; nothing 
could be simpler.

But 1 am equally certain that there can be no satis
factory exchanging so long as every member is a law 
unto himself as to the individual value of his individual 
stamps. So  long as a collector is free to trot out his 
duplicates as all swans, and expect his fellows to offer 
theirs as all geese, there will be very little business done. 
Let the value in every case be settled b y Gibbons’, 
hard and fast, and no discounts or other disturbances 
of values, and it will be plain sailing and we can go  
ahead.

Once properly set going there is not a doubt that 
exchanging, pure and simple, and barring all cash 
transactions, should furnish a very powerful added 
attraction for our regular philatelic gatherings. Let 
us do aw ay with the delicacy of cash transactions 
amongst friends, and get straight to the real business 
of stamps for stamps.

Mutual Help
Besides, when collectors get to the real unadulterated 

work of sharing each other's duplicates b y exchang
ing, they will soon be found helping each other in 
opening up and laying out new countries. For 
instance, if I, in exchanging duplicates with a fellow- 
member, found he wanted many of m y duplicates but 
had nothing to help me in m y countries, 1 should be 
tempted b y  the duplicates of his speciality to make a 
start, with a  few hints from him, along his road, and in 
this w ay we should probably often make recruits for 
our favourite countries. A  few hints helped with a 
few duplicates will do a great deal.

English as She is Spoke
M e s s r s . S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , Ltd., have shown me 
the following choice bit of 44 English as she is spoke" 
when offering Prussian official stamps for judicious 
manipulation:—

B y  this J  want to tell you and believe it will have 
a great interest for you, that the whols rest o f the 
German post office stamps of the Royal Prussian 
treasury from 1903 J  received to realise them. The  
values 2. 3. 3. 10. 20. 25. 40. 50. Pf. at all unused. W e  
offer this set stamps if you take

100,000 sets for the price of 30 Pf. the set
50,000 ,, „ ♦* 35  *» »*
25,000 „ II .. 37  ». 11
10,000 „ • 1 ». 39  m n
5.000 „ t* »  40 „ 11
1,000 ,, ». 50 ». 11

with the remark that w e oblige us to you not to 
deliver to any other firm in England and his colonies 
as to yourself if you take 100,000 sets.

44 Eapecting your answer b y return of post.
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THE STAMP KING
G. DE BEA U R EG A R D  a n d  H. DE GORSSE

Translated from the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

V IC T O R IA  M E E T S  JO H N

C H A P T E R  X I V

Which clearly demonstrates that the fa lse  a n d  the true 
are occasionally very much alike

W H E N  Betty saw that W illiam  Keniss had no 
intention of com ing near her, she expressly 
forbade V ictoria to visit her friend John. This 

was a great trouble to the excellent young person, who 
was in deadly fear lest her beloved should forget her, 
whenever she was compelled to spend even two days 
without recalling herself to his memory. However, 
she had no intention o f disobeying her mistress, and 
contented herself with prow ling for long hours in the 
neighbourhood o f the Terminus Hotel in the hope of 
catching a glimpse, even in the far distance, of him to 
whom she was forbidden to speak. But she never 
even saw so much as his nose, which caused a fit of 
depression and sadness which she tried in vain to 
conceal.

Miss Scott, as we have already heard, spent her time 
in becoming better acquainted with Paris. But her 
walks were no hindrance to her reflections, and, on 
the very day on which John was such an unlucky 
victim of the vagaries of the atmosphere, it occurred 
to her how very careless she had been in not having 
Mr. Keniss* valet shadowed also, and she determined 
to repair the error without delay.

“ Victoria,”  she said. “ I want you to g o  to M. 
Picquoiseau’s for m e ! ask him for two fresh detectives, 
and g o  with them yourself to the Terminus Hotel. 
W ait there till John appears and point him out to 
them, explaining that I wish for information concern
ing his movements the same as those o f his master. 
G o at once.”

Though the commission was a somewhat delicate 
one, Victoria made no objection, for she would at least 
see the friend whose long absence was torturing her. 
A s she took up her position in the Rue Saint-Lazare, 
accompanied by the two spies, John arrived from the 
Rue du Havre looking sullen and weary, for he had 
just escaped out of the hands of the police, and felt as 
much ashamed as a fox whose tricks had been dis
covered ; he was furious too at having lost his forged 
stamp.

He was not more than a few steps aw ay when V ic
toria caught sight of him.

“ There he is !”  she exclaimed. “ Do you see h im ?”
John took it all in, murmured “ A h ! I am caught, 

am I ? ”  and passed on quickly and with dignity to
wards the hotel.

T o  see him there, so near, alone, free but disdainful, 
was too much for the tender Victoria. She followed 
him, and, in a voice trembling with emotion, asked—

“ W h a t! Mr. John, you will not even say ‘ Good 
d a y ’ ? ”

“ Leave me,”  he returned drily. “ You are acting a 
most shameful part.”

Then Victoria, seeing she was discovered, began an 
eloquent speech, which John answered with a very  
forcible one. “ It was abominable,”  he said, “ to spy 
on people and to penetrate into their secret life. It 
was just like a  woman’s treachery to weave such plots 
and to so basely betray the sacred laws of friendship!"

“  But it is not I ; it is Miss Betty,”  groaned Victoria 
in deepest desolation.

“  You are her accomplice.”
“  No, no, John, I swear I am not. I carry out her 

orders, but I am not responsible for them, you know.”
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“ Oh, very well,” cried the fiery American. “ If you 

are not responsible, you can just tell your mistress that 
she makes a great mistake if she thinks she can stop 
us in such a way as that from carrying out our plans.

“  But then------”
“ Do you suppose we mind being shadowed? W e  

shall just stop in Paris and enjoy ourselves till Miss 
Scott is tired of her absurd little gam e.”

“  Miss Betty has plenty of perseverance------”
“  Nevertheless she can't have us followed all our 

lives.”
“  I suppose not.”
“ Then we shall just wait patiently till she gives up 

spying upon us, and only then, you understand, shall 
we take steps to procure the Brahmapootra stamp.”

At length, after interminable protestations from 
Victoria, John seemed to calm down a little.

stamping their feet on the pavement the other side of . 
the street.

“ Come, com e,” he cried ; “ look at me well so that 
you m ay know me again.”  And he smiled superbly 
and disdainfully to show that he had no intention of 
being their dupe, but meant to give  them ns much 
trouble as possible.

Victoria returned to the Hotel Bristol in a deep 
reverie, and the rest of the day passed without any 
further incident. The next day, Thursday, the 14th 
of M ay, after breakfast, Betty informed Victoria she 
would not need her that day as she intended visiting 
Versailles. No sooner had she started than the maid, 
turning over the leaves of the Paris Guide, hastily 
sought and found the address of the United States 
Legation, 63, Rue Pierre-Charron.

“ T h e y will tell me there what formalities Americans

A  I.A D ^C A M E R U N N IN G  U P  T O  T H E  G R O U P

“ W ell, ungrateful man,”  said Victoria sweetly, 
“ since I have given you so much trouble, I'll do m y  
best to serve you now.”

“ Oh, I dare say ! ” said he sceptically.
“ I will, indeed. And look here, as we shall be in 

Paris Tor some time yet, shall I arrange about our 
w ed d in g ?”

At these words John started back.
“ You ’ve chosen a nice time to speak of that,”  he 

cried.
But poor Victoria begged so earnestly that, tired 

out, he ended by saying—
“ You can do whatever you please.”
They parted with these words, she delighted at 

having received carte blanche, and he satisfied at 
having treated her harshly, and so made her ready to 
do anything he might wish in the future.

John continued on his w ay to the Terminus Hotel, 
but before entering he turned for the last time to the 
two spies, henceforth attached to his person, who were

have to g o  through when they want to get married in 
France,”  she thought.

So she called a fiacre and was driven there imme
diately. But the concierge, to whom she made known 
her wishes, returned banteringly—

“ W hat l do you want people to work just as usual 
on fete d a ys? It’s all shut up, m y dear.” And, as 
Victoria opened her eyes very wide, he continued, 
“ Don’t you know it's Ascension D a y ?  You must 
come again some other time."

Sadly discomfited, the good girl dismissed her fiacre 
and returned on foot through the Champs-Elysee?, 
the sweetest dreams and the most melancholy thoughts 
striving in her mind for mastery. W hen she reached 
the corner of the Avenue Marigny her attention was 
attracted to a group of people, of all ages and con
ditions, in animated discussion round a young man, 
whom, to her surprise, she recognised as William  
Keniss. He was examining books and albums filled 
with stamps, which one and another handed to him in
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the hope that he would either buy some or give his 
opinion concerning doubtful copies. For Victoria had 
arrived at the Stamp Bourse, to which William had 
strolled out of curiosity.

It was not in this pretty, shady corner of the 
Champs-Klysees that the Stamp Bourse was originally 
held. T he original one saw the light in the year i860 
in the garden of the Tuileries, at the foot of the statue 
of Diana.

Though the first postage stamps date from 1840, 
collectors had twenty years later only been heard of 
for some three or four ye ars But philately began to 
make rapid strides, and, in 1859, there were already 
three dealers established in Paris. From that time the 
number of philatelists rapidly increased, and the day 
came when they assembled in such numbers in the 
Tuileries Gardens that the police were obliged to 
interfere and beg them to remove to the Champs- 
Hlysees, at the corner of the Avenue Gabriel and the 
Avenue M arigny, at which place their Bourse grew  
and developed until the year 1880. In that year a 
fresh interruption by the police took place. But the 
philatelists, usually so calm, were absolutely furious at 
having their habits and arrangements upset, and 
showed but little disposition to comply with the orders 
given them. Some among them had then, of course, 
to go to the police station and explain their conduct. 
Force was on the side of the law, and the little market 
was compelled to emigrate to the spot on which it was 
now discovered b y Victoria.

At the beginning the “ Stamp Bourse” was only 
attended by the pupils of the schools and colleges, 
who met thus to make exchanges among themselves 
without it costing them anything. The meetings then 
only took place on Sundays, but in 1887 Thursdays 
were added by general demand. Little by little the 
circle enlarged, and, instead of schoolboys only, all 
collectors were drawn to the Bourse in the hope of 
some godsend or advantageous bargain. But one 
rarely comes across a good thing on the Stam p Bourse, 
for it is caught up as soon as it appears b y one o f the 
buyers sent for that purpose b y the big stamp dealers

of the capital. The Stamp King, however, to please 
the lads who offered him their merchandise, had 
bought a few at ridiculously high prices, so he was 
besieged on all sides by vendors, little and big, who 
took him for a beginner in philately, and shamelessly 
emulated each other In trying to take advantage of 
him.

“ Is that you, V icto ria?”  he said, a little piqued on 
beholding his friend’s m aid; for it occurred to him 
that Miss Scott, not content with having him followed 
by two spies, had also set her faithful companion to 
watch him. “  How did you come here, and what are 
you d o in g ?”

“  I came by the merest chance,” said Victoria. “  I 
had just been out for a walk, and, returning along the 
Champs-Elysees, I saw this crowd and came to see 
what was going on ; so here I am.”

The Stamp K ing had exchanged a few more careless 
words with Victoria, when suddenly there was a great 
disturbance in the Bourse.

“ Look, lo o k !” cried a lad who came running be
tween the groups.

“ W hat is i t ? ”  said another.
“ A  quite new stamp.”
“  Let us look at i t ! ”
“  Do you know what it i s ? ”
“  No. Don’t y o u ? ”
“  No. I found it in the Rue Tronchet.”
T he little lad, for fear someone should steal his 

stamp, which had already passed through about a 
dozen different hands, hastened to repossess himself 
of it. William Keniss and Victoria, who had seen the 
boy run up, were standing close to him when he said, 
“ It is certainly an Indian stamp,”  and with one accord 
they stopped talking, and as the boy, surrounded by 
several of his comrades, sat down on a bench a few 
yards aw ay to consult a catalogue someone had lent 
him, they each drew near with an assumption of such 
perfect indifference that neither suspected the other of 
being drawn by a similar thought. But suddenly n 
cry escaped them both at the same moment—

“  T h e Brahmapootra stam p! ”

{To be continued.)

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
O ur V ic t o r ia n  L e tte r

M e l b o u r n e , M a y  15th% 1905.
A  Find of New  Zealands
V ery  little has happened here in philatelic matters 
since I last wrote, the only thing ot any importance 
being a find o f a block of twenty-four unused 6d. New  
Zealand, 1864 issue, perforated. These, when dis
covered, had a thick coating of black dirt on the back 
of them, which the finder of the stamps proceeded to 
wash off, when he was agreeably surprised to find the 
stamps were watermark N Z .

The Famous “ Hill" Collection
I had a peep at one o f the volumes o f the famous 

“ Hill”  Collection of Victorian stamps a  few weeks 
back, and was surprised at the good things that were 
in it. E ve ry stamp is a  picked clean copy, lightly 
postmarked. The collection is practically complete, 
as it contains every known stamp that has been issued 
in Victoria, excepting one or two of the rarest water
marks, such as the fd . Laureated, watermark double 
line 2, and 2d. Emblem, watermark 6. It is one of 
those good old collections that were formed in the early 
days, so few of which now remain in the colony, 
nearly all having left these shores for a permanent 
resting-place in the Old W orld. It is to be hoped

that Mr. Hill will not be tempted to part with it, as he 
will never again be able to get together such a fine lot 
of Victorian stamps. T he collection contains several 
specimens of the same stamp, and abounds in shades, 
many of which are seldom met with. I saw many 
things in it I coveted, such as a used pair of “ Too  
I^ate ”  stamps, a half-page of the various errors of 
transfer of the lithographed 2d., Queen on Throne, 
and a fine lot of the 2d., half-length, fine background 
and border, in a very rich colour.

The Tasmanian t ld. Provisional
1 am informed that the object of issuing the lid . 

stamp in Tasmania was for use on pictorial post cards 
when posted to the Old W orld. If one each of the id. 
and Ad. pictorial issue were used on the cards, very 
little room would be left for the address, so to get ov< r 
the difficulty a smaller stamp was selected and sui- 
charged i£d. to meet the rate of postage on the card?.

Mr. Hausburg’s Visit
Amongst the visitors to Melbourne last month was 

Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg, a prominent English phila
telist and member of the London Philatelic Society. 
I had a long chat with him on philatelic matters, and 
found that he had given much study to the stamps of 
the Australian colonies. I was enabled to learn much 
valuable information from him, especially regarding
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the manner in which the various shades of the differ
ent stamps are determined by English collectors. Mr. 
Hausburg stayed in Melbourne only six days, during 
which time he saw all the principal collections of 
stamps here, including the “ H ill” Collection and the 
tine unused collection of Victorians belonging to Mr. 
Cohen, who very kindly sent it down from Bendigo, a 
distance of 100 miles, for him to look through. Mr. 
Hausburg was entertained to dinner at the German 
Club by the members of the Philatelic Society of 
Victoria. He appeared to thoroughly enjoy his visit 
here, and seemed never tired of looking through 
collections. He also paid a visit to the Government 
Printing Office, and was shown the various early plates 
that were used to print the stamps issued in the early 
days, and many other things of interest, including the 
original hand rouletting machine that was used on the 
first issues of Victoria. Visits from collectors like 
Mr. Hausburg are indeed a treat to Australian phila
telists, and some day we hope to be honoured with a 
visit from Mr. Phillips or Mr. Castle or some of the

other great philatelists. Mr. Hausburg was of opinion 
that Australian collectors were much too modest, both 
regarding their collections and their opinions regard
ing Australian stamps. The reason for this is easy to 
see, as we in Australia have always considered that 
the collections of the Old W orld, judging from the 
descriptions we have read of them, were far and away 
superior to anything out here, and that from the close 
study given to Australian stamps by English philatelists, 
their opinions were necessarily far above any that 
could be given here.

V ic to r ia , 1863 4, L a u r e a te d  4d., w m k. 8

A  few weeks back I saw a specimen of the 4d. 
Victoria Laureated 1863-4 issue, which completely 
sets at rest the question if this stamp was ever issued 
on paper watermark 8. The specimen in question was 
very clearly watermarked, the whole of the figure 8 
showing in the centre of the stamp.

Ch arles B. Donne.

PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
H e rts  P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty

President; H. Jennings White.
Secretary : H. A. Slade, ‘ ‘ Ingleside, "  St. Albans.
Meeting: Anderton's Hotel. Third Tuesday.

T he following circular, signed by the Hon. Sec., is 
being *ent to the members:—

As matters of considerable importance were dis
cussed and carried at the Annual Meeting on M ay 
17th, and as the Annual Report will not be issued 
before September, 1 have thought that a brief summary 
of what took place might be o f interest to you in case 
you were not present.

A s Mr. H. Jennings-W hite and Mr. Herbert R. 
Oldfield, through inability to take such an active 
interest in the Society as they could desire, had 
signified their intention of resigning the offices of 
Hon. President and Hon. Vice-President respectively, 
a favourable opportunity arose of reorganising the 
higher offices of the Executive. It was therefore 
determined that a President and Vice-President who 
could attend the meetings with regularity, and who 
could devote considerable time to current proceedings, 
should be elected, and that such appointments should 
not be regarded as permanent, but rather as elective 
at each Annual Meeting.

W ith these ends in view, Messrs. Franz Reichen- 
heim and H. L. Hayman were unanimously chosen 
as President and Vice-President respectively for next 
session. Mr. Herbert R. Oldfield, in recognition of 
his past valuable services, was placed am ong the 
Hon. Vice-Presidents, and Mr. H. Jennings-W hite, 
at his special request, became an ordinary member of 
the Society.

In consequence of indifferent health which often pre
vented him from attending the meetings, M r. George  
Haynes was regretfully relieved o f the onerous duties 
of Hon. Librarian. The post was conferred on Mr.
J .  C . Sidebotham, who volunteered his services, and 
whose residence at z8, Great Ormond Street, W .C .,  
is within easy distance o f our new rooms at No. 
4, Southampton R ow , W .C . Kooks and papers can 
henceforth be brought to the meetings for reference 
with despatch and convenience. 1 may mention that 
the library has lately been largely increased, and I 
hope that more donations o f useful books will be 
forthcoming, and that more applications for books 
will be made b y  members lhan has hitherto been the 
case. A  complete list of the books in the library will 
be found in the Annual Report.

M r. A. G . W ane (Manager of Barclay and C o.’s 
Bank at New Barnet, and Trustee to the Exhibition 
Fund) was elected Hon. Auditor in place of Mr. 
William Archibald Boyes, who was elected a  member 
of the Committee.

T h e members w ere pleased to ask me to retain my 
position as Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, which I had 
much pleasure in doing.

It was proposed and carried that a  Permanent Col
lection—used and unused, adhesives only—be formed 
b y the Society, and that it be placed in Stanley 
Gibbons' Imperial Albums. The mounting and 
arranging of the stamps to be entrusted to a small 
Committee (to be appointed later), and a safe, if 
necessary, to be purchased for the custody of the 
albums. All duplicates to be disposed of, b y  sale or 
exchange, to the best advantage, and the collection to 
always be at the disposal of members for inspection or 
study. Names of donors to be published in the Annual 
Report.

B y  the members’ assistance, this Collection should 
soon form a valuable and interesting asset of the 
Society, and any stamps you may care to send me for 
inclusion will promptly be acknowledged. Naturally, 
In beginning a general collection, the very common 
varieties will be useful, but whatever stamps are sent 
should be in fair condition.

I have pleasure in reporting a balance of about ^ 4 0  
in favour of the Society, which indicates a prosperous 
condition of affairs. A s new members will share in 
the benefits accruing from this satisfactory balance, 
it has been resolved that new members joining on and 
after the 31st M ay, 1905, shall pay an entrance fee of 
5s., the annual subscription remaining the same for 
new and old members.

Meetings during the session o f 1905-6 will be held 
at No. 4, Southampton Row, W .C ., on the third 
Tuesday in each month from October to M ay inclusive. 
A s I should like to arrange next season’s programme 
before the holiday season commences, I should be 
pleased if you will let me know at your earliest con
venience whether you are prepared to give a display 
or to read a paper before the members. If so, kindly 
let me know what country you propose to exhibit, 
and what date would best suit you. I specially call 
upon the younger members to come forward and help 
in filling up the evenings.

These are the principal points touched upon at the 
Annual Meeting, and I trust they meet with your 
approval.
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THE STAMP MARKET
By A N  ODD LOT
E g y p t
Passing over intervening countries of minor interest, 
we come to the land of the Pharaohs for our compari
son of prices between the 1904 Catalogue and our 
advance sheets of the forthcoming Catalogue for 1905,

Egypt is a favourite country of issue from the in
vestment point of view, for as the years roll by the 
temporary character of our occupation of the country 
is slowly, it may be, but surely nevertheless giving  
w ay to an eventual protectorate, accepted and acknow
ledged. Our recent agreement with France has 
further smoothed the w ay to a free hand. And when 
the day comes, as come it will, for the transference of 
Egyp t from Part II. to Part I. of our Gibbons, I fancy 
those who g o  in for the stamps of E gyp t to-day will 
have no cause to regret their choice.

Philatelically it is quite as attractive as it is financially.
In the new Catalogue there are many ups and downs 

in prices, so many that I must tabulate each series for 
comparison.

The first issue, 1866, is, of course, the most interest
ing. Note its steady rise in value from 1896 in unused
copies: —

1896 1897 >8w 1900 190. S9«3 1904 1905
s. d. s. d. x. d. s. d. j. d. X. d. x. d. s. d.

5 paras . 2 0 2 6 2 6 3 6 3 6 3 0 2 O 3 0
10 paras 3 6 4 0 5 0 6 0 10 0 12 O S o 10 0
20 paras 3 6 4 0 6 0 6 0 7 6 IO O S o IO 0

t piastre . 2 6 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 6 2 6 2 0 2 0
2 piastres. 4 0 4 0 4 6 6 0 7 6 7 6 6 0 8 0
5 piastres. 20 0 22 6 22 6 2 5 0 2 5 ° 3 0 0 30 0 3°  0

10 piastres . 24 0 26 0 26 0 27 6 2 7 6 3°  ° 30 0 30 0
And it takes some searching to get fine mint copies, 
well centred, at the latest quotations.

Extending the comparison to unused and used, it 
will be seen that the best stamps o f the series are just 
as good used as unused, and that they either maintain 
their price level or advance.

1904 190s
1866 Unused, 

x. d.
Used, 
x. </.

Unused. Used.
X . d. X. d.

5 paras, g re y  . 2 0 2 0 3 0 3  0
10 paras, brow n. 8 0 8 0 10 0 10 0
20 paras, blue . 8 0 8 0 10 0 8 0

1 piastre, “ red-lilac” 2 0 0 9 2 0 1 0
2 piastres, yellow 6 0 6  0 8 0 6 0
5 piastres, rose 30 0 — 30 0 —

10 piastres, slate-blue 30 0 30 0 30 0 30 0

There is also a general advance in the prices of the 
1867 series. Here again nice, mint, fresh, unsoiled 
copies are by no means plentiful, and the prices, 
though they have been dropping in several cases for 
the last two Catalogues, should certainly be tempting. 
I recently searched a big dealer’s large stock book 
of this issue in vain for a  single tempting mint copy 
o f any one o f the values.

1904 1905
1867 Unused. Used. Unused. Used*

5 paras, orange-yellow .
x. d. 
2 0

x. d. 
0 6

x. d. 
1 6

X. d.
O 4

io paras, mauve, mauve . 1 3 1 6 2 0 i 6
20 paras, green, green . 2 6 0 9 2 0 1 0

1 piastre, rose . . 0 6 0 1 0 4 0 1
2 piastres, blue . . 3 0 1 0 4 0 2 0
5 piastres, brown . »5 0 12 6 *5 0 12 6

The 1872-5 series is probably the most attractive of 
all the early issues, for it is full of tete-beche pairs, 
inverted centres, and widely varying shades at such 
low prices that the general collector is sorely tempted 
into specialising. The prices of the series are kept 
attractively low, and the stamps are worth securing 
at present quotations* T h e y are too plentiful yet to 
iustify any advance.

1904 190s
1872-5 Unused, 

x. d.
Used, 
x. d.

Unused, 
x. d.

Used, 
x. d.

5 paras, brow n . . 0 9 0 9 I O 1 O
10 paras, lilac . 0 4 0 4 0 3 O 4
20 paras, blue . 0 4 0 3 0 4 0 3

1 piastre, red . . 0 4 0 1 0 4 0 1
2 piastres, yellow . O 9 0 3 0 6 0 2
2^ piastres, purple . t 0 0 9 0 9 0 9
5 piastres, green . 2 0 2 0 1 6 2 0

APPROVAL SHEETS AND COLLECTIONS .
New Sheets of Stamps for beginners and medium collectors. W e  have just been arranging our Approval 

Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps are mounted on 
Sheets, containing an average of 100 Stamps per Sheet. T hey are all arranged in the order of our New Cata
logue. First, Great Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries. These Sheets contain about 5,000 
different Stamps, and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent on demand. The Sheets arranged to date 
are over forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Straod, London, W .C .
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EDITORIAL NOTES
Editorial Communications.—All communications in

tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward
J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by  
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. T he stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ;
G. Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged ; 
R. R eprint; W . Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of i o s . per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum

fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication o f the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stam p Weekly a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 

ernianent interest for our “ Miscellaneous*’ page, 
ource and date of cutting must be given.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers o f Y o i. I. ot Gibbons Stam p Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

THE IMPROVE© POSTAGE S TA M P  ALBUM , No. 0 .

One Hundred and Tenth Thousand. The best and largest Shilling Album ever published. 176 large pages. 
Spaces for 4,700 Stamps. 48 extra pages added in this Edition without extra charge. This Album is now 
selling at the rate of over t.ooo copies a month. The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and 
it gives universal satisfaction— not a single complaint has been received. The last Edition had nearly 20 extra 
pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. A t the top o f each page there is the name of the country, and a 
mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, 
capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stam ps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in 
art cloth. The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stam ps will be presented gratis 
will) each Album. There is also an illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we 
pay for each. Price, bound in handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d. E. S . says : 441 asked a friend where the 
best place was to buy a Stam p Album cheap. He referred nie to you, saying that lie had bought one and sold 
it next day for is. 6d., after keeping the stamps." A . A. writes : “  I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, 
and I wonder how you can sell it so ch eap; for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me 2s. for it. Please 
send me another."

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.

THE IMPERIAL ALBUM.
Tenth Edition. Size of pages, 8 } x i f $  inches. The present edition is arranged in three volumes Tw o  

causes have acted to bring about this result. First, the ever-increasing number of new issues, for which ac
commodation must be provided ; and secondly, the demand by collectors that space shall be found for varieties 
of perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform as closely as possible to the lists given in the Publishers* 
Catalogue. V ol. I. The Stamps of the British Em pire; post-free, 10s. 9d. V ol. II. The Stamps o f Europe, 
and the Colonies and Possessions of European States; post-free, 12s. 9d. V ol. III. Foreign Countries, except 
Europe and Possessions; post-free, 10s. od.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391. Strand, London, W .C .

Printed by W. B rendon &  S on, L id ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, L td ., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
8 Ju ly , 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By E D W A R D  J. N A N K IV E L L

A ls a c e  and L orra in e
CO M E of the most in- 
^  teresting stamps of 
the world are those that 
mark the great struggles 
that have taken place 
between nations and 
peoples, and amongst 
these the quaint stamps 
of Alsace and Lorraine, 
issued by the German 
Army of Occupation dur
ing the great Franco- 
German War of 1870, 
are by no means the 
least interesting.

These little souvenirs 
of a great struggle for life 
between two of the great
est European Powers are 
sometimes classed as 
stamps issued for the use 
of the German Army, just 
as our Indian stamps, 
overprinted c . e . f . , were 
intended for the use of 
our army in China, sent 
to relieve the legations.

But that is a mistake.
They were designed for 

an altogether different 
purpose. As the Germans 
invaded France, theytook 
sole possession of the 
administration of the post 
and telegraph services, 
and for the convenience
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of their administration they designed and 
issued the so-called Alsace and Lorraine 
postage stamps. As will be seen from 
our illustration, those stamps in no way 
indicated the march of a triumphant-army. 
They bore no sign of their German origin. 
The only words printed on them were in 
French. And besides those two words, 
l 'O S T E s  and c e n t i m e s , there was only the 
numeral of value. Nothing could be 
more simple. They quietly' and effectually 
took the place of the previously' current 
French stamps. They' were issued solely 
to take the place of those stamps, and were 
not used for the military correspondence, 
which was all forwarded bv the military 
authorities.

They were, of course, first used in Alsace 
and Lorraine, which were the first portions 
of French territory' to come under the 
administration of the invading German 
army', but Mr. Westoby tells us that they 
were subsequently employed as far as 
Le Mans on the west, and Amiens on the 
north. They were, in fact, used in those 
parts of France occupied by the German 
Army in the war of 1870-1, and afterwards 
provisionally in the annexed provinces of 
Alsace and Lorraine, until superseded by 
the issues for the German Empire in 1872.

Still, they will always be known as the 
stamps of Alsace and Lorraine, for they 
originated in those provinces, and were 
mostly used there, though to be strictly 
correct they should be termed the stamps 
of the German Army' of Occupation. 
Many' years ago they were given a 
separate heading in our catalogues ; now 
they' are always included under the general 
heading of Germany.

Mr. Westoby tells us that they were 
manufactured at Berlin, and as there was 
urgent need of them, “ it was necessary 
to resort to some simple design, which, 
at the same time, should not be capable 
of being imitated. The stamps of the 
North German Confederation, then in use 
in Prussia, were underprinted with a net
work of fine-lined curves, which, being 
printed with a preparation of lead, was 
not visible except when exposed to fumes 
which produced oxidation. It was resolved 
to print the same network in colour upon 
the sheets for the new stamps, and to

overprint a design in type in similar 
colour.”  The design, as will be seen, 
w’as confined to the numerals of values, 
and the word p o s t e s  above and c e n t i m e s  
below. The network in the ordinary issue 
points upw'ards, but it is found printed 
with the points downwards, owing to the 
sheets having been put through the machine 
the wrong way up. Hence, there are 
what is termed two sets, one with the 
normal printing, and the other with the 
network inverted. As will be seen from 
the appended list, the inverted network is 
much the scarcer of the two. The general 
collector will wisely confine himself to the 
normal set, and leave varieties to the 
specialist.

1870. The stamps were issued in 
September, 1870. There were seven 
values in all, as follows :—

W ith  P o ints o f N et w o rk U PWARDS.
Unused. Used.

s. <i.
1 c., olive-green . 0 9 5 0
2 c .t brown . 4 O 5 0
4 c ., g rey • 3 0 3 0
5 c „  green . 1 0 0 6

10 c., bistre . 0 9 0 2
20 cM blue . 2 t> 1 0
25 c., brown . 2 6 2 0

It will be noted from this list of values 
that cancelled copies are very highly prized 
by collectors. Some make a feature of 
getting all the obtainable dated cancella
tions showing the various towns and 
districts in France in which the stamps 
were used, and naturally those with the 
postmarks of places outside Alsace and 
Lorraine are particularly sought after. 
As most of the cancellation was done with 
dated postmarks, a collection of neatly 
cancelled specimens of these historical 
stamps is much prized by specialists. 
Though issued so long ago as 1870, the 
prices of some of the values are still with
in the scope of the small collector. But 
they are every year getting scarcer.

(To Be continued.)
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FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By Rev. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.

(Continued from  page 20.)

Stamps without a Name (continued)

TN the war between France and Germany 
1 in 1870, the Germans, as every school
boy knows, took the offensive and invaded 
France. The post offices were taken over 
by the invaders, and a postal service of 
their own substituted for that which 
existed under the French regime. The 
service was mainly for the use of the 
people whose territory was now in the 
possession of German troops. A series 
of postage stamps in French currency 
was provided. These stamps were first 
used in Alsace and Lorraine, and after 
the war they continued in use in these 
provinces until they were superseded by 
the issues of the German Empire. Hence 
the stamps are commonly catalogued under 
the heading of Alsace and Lorraine.

The design of the stamps was as simple 
as the need for them was urgent. A net
work of fine-lined curves was overprinted 
with a large numeral in the centre and 
with p o s t e s  above and c e n t i m e s  below. 
There were seven values in all. An 
official imitation of all the values was 
made in 1885. These imitations may be 
distinguished from the originals by the 
position of the letter p in p o s t e s . Its 
distance from the left border is 2 i mm. in 
the originals, whereas in the imitations it 
is from 3 to 3  ̂ mm. distant.

ALSACE AND LORRAINE.

mo.

The to pfennig and higher values of 
the 1889 issue of the German Empire 
have already been described under our 
second heading. The 3 and 5 pfennig of 
that issue have a .argc numeral of value 
in the centre, “with p f e n n i g  underneath 
the numeral, and r e i c h s p o s t  on a tablet 
at the base of the stamp. The following 
is an illustration of the 5 pfennig.

GERMAN EMPIRE.

1889.

In 1868 a series was issued for use in 
the Russian Levant, in which a very 
ornamental numeral formed the central 
design, k o p  was inscribed underneath, 
and on the oval band surrounding the 
numeral appeared in Russian the inscrip
tion, “  Oriental Correspondence.”  There 
were four values in all. Eight years after, 
an alteration was made in the rate of 
postage on letters, and the 10 kopecks 
was surcharged with a large numeral 8. 
In 1879 the rate was further reduced to 
7 kopecks, and a stumpy “ 7 ” appeared as 
the corresponding surcharge.

RUSSIAN LEVANT.

>888.

(</) Written Characters
There are a few issues in which the 

central design, and in some cases all the 
design, is composed of written or printed 
characters. Such a design is very common 
in the stamps of the native states of India. 
We give examples of those which begin
ners generally find difficult to locate. 
Alwar for a quarter of a century was

<1( 1888.
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faithful to its dagger and quaint native 
inscription. The stamps of Ahvar be
came obsolete in 1902.

Bhopal divided its allegiance between 
two designs. The first of these consisted 
of a double-framed octagon enclosed in a 
square. In the frame of the octagon was 
inscribed h . h . n a w a b  s h a h  j a h a x  b e g a m . 

The centre was blank. The second de
sign was that of an upright oval, around 
which appeared the same inscription, which 
enclosed a figure not unlike a child’s first 
attempt at drawing a tree. Variations 
of these designs appeared at intervals. 
All may be recognised by means of the 
two illustrations given below.

Bhor and Bundi are responsible for 
some of the crudest attempts at stamp 
production which might easily be sup-

b h o r .

1879.

BUHDI.

posed to date from the days before the 
Flood. They are, however, of recent 
date. The stamps of Bhor date from 
1879, and have been obsolete for some 
years past. Bundi began its career as 
a stamp-issuing country as late as 1894, 
and closed its philatelic history in 1902.

The first issue of Dhar gives us another 
example of native work. There are three 
values, the A pice, A anna, and 1 anna. 
Before issue they were overprinted with 
an oval handstamp in black.

DHAR.

!■?

l 3NT

Duttia went in for something a little 
more pretentious in the shape of an image 
of the god Buddha as a central design. 
The figure is in the barest outline, as will 
beseen from theaccompanying illustration.

DUTTIA.

Faridkot seems to have laboured under 
the impression that a stamp is nothing 
unless it is well covered. An illustration 
of the i paisa is appended.

FARIDKOT.

IBT9-S6.

{T o  bt continued.)

S TA M PS AND STAMP COLLECTING. B y  Major E. B . EVANS.
T h e  y o u n g  co lle c to r  is frequ en tly  p erp lexed  b y  the m ean in g  o f  the various term s used  in stamp co lle ct in g , 

and the fullest explanations o f  these will b e  fou n d  in this b o o k . 2S. 9d. in P aper C over, o r  4s. 6d. stron g ly  
b o u n d  in C loth .

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London, W .C.
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BY-PATHS OF PHILATELY
PICTURE STAMPS AND METHODS OF ARRANGEMENT

By H. R. OLDFIELD
(Continued from  page 22.)

3. Pictures of Public Buildings and Monu
ments

T O R  the arrangement of this class I 
*■ have returned to the principle of the 
country of issue, but instead of one con
tinuous alphabetical sequence I have 
separated the countries into the five con
tinental divisions, which seems more suit
able for these designs. A number of 
unnecessary stamps will be found among 
them, but to my mind the group possesses 
nevertheless considerable interest, and 
may afford pleasure to many, if not to 
the stricter and more orthodox collectors. 
_T h is class contains some beautiful ex
amples of engraving, more especially as 
regards stamps issued by Uruguay in 
1895-6 and in 1899.

1809. 5 mils.

Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Salvador 
have each produced interesting and well- 
executed designs.

Costa Rica. — 1901. Statue of Juan 
Santa-Maria.

Guatemala.— 1902. Statue of J. Rufino 
Barrios.

Salvador. — 1893. Monument to Colum-

In contrast to these it is interesting to 
refer to the San Marino issue of 1894— 
glaring, crude, and coarse.
4. Pictures o f Tow n Life

This class was intended to counter
balance Pictures of Country Life, but I 
shall probably amalgamate it with Class 
3, and adopt the same principle of 
division.
5. Pictures o f Animals

Here there is no question of geographi
cal division, and no great interest in dates, 
save that some specimens were issued 
much earlier than might be supposed.

I take four subdivisions—
Birds, Fishes, and
Beasts, Miscellaneous.

These stamps, again, are perhaps more 
interesting to the Philistine than to the 
philatelist, but, all the same, they have 
their qualities, and are by no means to be 
despised.

They illustrate, in conjunction with those 
of the succeeding class, the ever-changing 
interest which is to be found in Picture 
Stamps, and which will render their col
lection so attractive. An entirely different
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system of arrangement from those of the 
preceding classes becomes necessary.

Each of the different classes is com
plete in itself. You can confine your 
attention to one, feeling that when you 
have secured all the copies necessary to 
illustrate your subject you possess a col
lection which is sufficient to satisfy the 
collecting instinct, and which you can re
tain and produce with pleasure and pride. 
When eventually you direct your attention 
to some other class you do not find your
self compelled to follow the same system 
of classification, but, on the contrary, 
the subject not only permits, but requires 
entirely different treatment to bring out 
its salient points and to ensure a result 
satisfactory and intelligible to yourself 
and to those to whom you show your 
collection.

The arrangement of the stamps under 
the various subheads should have regard 
to their kind, and then either according 
to dates or countries, as m^y be preferred. 
For instance, among the birds may be 
noted—

Eagles, to be found in a large number 
of countries, e.g. :—

Venezuela.—1863.

Bolivia.—1866. Eagle or Condor.

Parrot or Quetzal in Guatemala. Pea
cocks in Borneo, Labuan, and Japan. 
Wild Goose in China. Lyre Bird in New 
South Wales, and Swan in Western Aus
tralia.

Guatemala.—1879.

Borneo.— 1894.

China.— 1897.

{To be continued.)

f w w w \ r . w w i .

THE CENTURY ALBUM.
Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and illustrated with several thousand full-sized reproductions of the 

stamps. In one volume, 622 pages. Size of each page, io x  13 inches. Printed on one side of the paper only, 
catalogue and illustrations on the left, and spaces to correspond on the right-hand pages. All minor varieties 
of perforation, watermark, and type are omitted, and only such varieties are included as can be distinguished 
b y the young philatelist. Space has been provided for some 18,000 stamps, and provision made for new issues 
b y the insertion of numerous blank pages. Post-free, 13s. 4d.

S ta n le y  G ibbons, L td . , 39 1, S tra n d , Lon don , W .C .
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
The Canadian Postmaster-General 
S ir  W i l l i a m  M u l o c k , k . c . m . g . ,  Post
master-General of Canada, is now in 
England, his particular mission at this 

time being to confer 
with the Government 
respectingspecial cable 
arrangements in which 
the Imperial and Col
onial Governments are 
interested.

Sir William is best 
known in this country 
as being the one to 
whom special credit is 
due for securing the 
adoption of the Im

perial penny postage policy a few years 
ago. He has made a reputation in Canada 
as an administrator within the last few 
years such as falls to the lot of few public 
men.

When Sir Wilfrid Laurier formed his 
Cabinet in 1896, the then Mr. Mulock 
became Postmaster-General. He took 
hold of the department, in which there 
was a deficit of about 120,000, and in 
a few years succeeded in effecting such a 
change in the administration of the de
partment that the difference between the 
revenue and the expenditure showed a 
surplus of over £100,000.

SIR \V. H. MULOCK

Proposed New Zealand Show Labels 
Mr . C. L l o y d  B l a c k , of Christchurch, 
New Zealand, kindly sends me the follow
ing cutting from a New Zealand news
paper :—

Mr. Charters moved, Mr. Grierson seconded, and 
it was ag ree d : That the Government be requested to 
consider the advisability of issuing a series of stamps 
commemorative o f the Exhibition, to be sold only 
during the period the Exhibition was open.

Mr. Black further informs me that one 
of the persons mentioned in this precious 
item of news is an “ advanced collector.”  
If so, he should be shunned by his fellow- 
collectors.

I hope that this shameless attempt to 
drag New Zealand postal issues into the 
mud and mire of Show Label Swindles 
will forthwith be indignantly rejected by 
the New Zealand postal authorities.

If it be carried out it will disgust 
collectors of New Zealand stamps, de
populate the modern issues, and eventu
ally seriously lessen the revenue from the 
sale of New Zealand stamps to collectors. 
Indeed, we shall begin to believe that, 
after all, there was only too much truth 
in Mr. Castle’s strictures on the postal 
administration of the colony.

New Norwegians
O n  page 10 I stated that I did not fore
see any necessity for any wholesale 
changes in the stamps of Norway as the 
result of the separation of Norway and 
Sweden, for only the two high values 
bore a portrait of King Oscar.

And I now learn that those portrait 
stamps will be withdrawn and provisionals 
provided by surcharging a large remainder 
stock of the old 2 skilling stamps of the 
1867-8 series. The provisional values to 
be surcharged on the 2 sk. are kr. 1.00, 
kr. 1.50, and kr. 2.00.

The large stock of this old value re
maining in hand, some 700,000, has led 
to the selection of this particular stamp 
for provisional use.

Specialists list two shades of the 2 sk., 
one orange, catalogued at is. 6d. unused, 
and the other, the common stamp, orange- 
yellow, catalogued at 3d. unused, and 
they will be on the look out for the 
rarer shade amongst the forthcoming 
provisionals.
“ Monthly Journal" Fifteenth Volume 
P h i l a t e l i c  journals are said to resemble 
mushrboms—they are up to-day and gone 
to-morrow. That may be true of a lot of 
small fry, but I question very much if there 
is any branch of publishing that can boast 
of longer-lived periodicals than we can in 
philatelic literature.

The current number for the month of 
June completes the fifteenth yearly volume 
of the Monthly Journal, and all under the 
kindly and cultured editorship of Major 
Evans.

But the Monthly Journal shelf of fifteen 
annual volumes is quite a new issue com
pared to the Philatelic Record, now in its 
twenty-seventh annual volume. And even
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the Record is eclipsed by the American 
Journal o f Philately, which is now in its 
eighteenth volume of a second series.

Stamp Auctions
S ome good folks imagine that auctions 
are an innovation of the last few years, 
but that is far from being the case. Here, 
for instance, is an item under the head of 
Auction Sales from the first volume of the 
second series of the American Journal o f 
Philately, published in 1888, nearly twenty 
years ago.

Within the past few years, a very popular method 
of selling fine collections of stamps and coins has been 
by public auction, where the collectors from all parts 
of the world are brought into competition with one 
another. In this w ay the enormous sum of two 
hundred thousand dollars* worth o f stamps and coins 
have been sold within the past ten years, and the con
stantly grow ing popularity of these auction sales 
warrants the prediction, that before ten years more 
have passed, the annual sales of collections by this 
method will exceed fifty thousand dollars.

An annual sale reaching fifty thousand 
dollars = ̂ 10,000, would be an amusing 
estimate of the combined total of the 
firms that ply the philatelic hammer to
day. It would be considered a very poor 
season indeed for any one of our stamp 
auctioneers, and the combined total would 
probably turn the dollars of the fifty 
thousand into pounds sterling.

General Collecting
W e all of us who have collected for many 
years have our own ideas as to the limita
tions which should separate the general 
collector from the specialist, but the hard 
and fast and accepted line of demarcation 
has yet to be determined. Meanwhile 
here are the limitations which Dr. Marx, 
a leading light in the International Phila

telic Union and a philatelist of many years’ 
experience, has, according to the Philatelic 
Journal o f Great Britain, set down for 
himself as a general collector. He ex
cludes :—

1 . — All differences of watermark or perforation, 
unless they constitute (tf) a different issue, (jb) a genuine 
error.

2. — All printers* \vn«te or errors, unless the latter 
occur regularly in all sheets of the plate.

3 .  —All minor** varieties.
4. — All overprints that do not alter the face value.
5 . —All commemorative and speculative issues.
6. — Fiscal stamps, unless bearing an overprint that 

converts them into postage stamps.
7 . — Bisected stamps, with the same limitation as 

No. 6.
8. —Stamps issued for private account.
9. — Reprints, specimens,and forgeries, even if used 

through the post.
10. — Differences of postmark.
1 1 .  — Pairs, strips, and blocks, unless showing an 

error in the sheet or a variety undistinguishable in a 
single stamp.

12 . — Plate numbers or other marks that do not 
distinguish different issues.

A very sound and sensible list of things 
that the general collector may wisely ex
clude, and I would add, all Unpaids, 
Officials, Special Delivery, and even 
Registereds.

Plate No. 126
T h e  Australian mare’s nest, Great Britain, 
Plate No. 126, has arrived in this country 
for examination by the experts of the 
Philatelic Society of London.

Meantime the Stamp Collector's Fort
nightly has received an enlarged photo 
of the wonderful discovery from its dis
coverer, Mr. W. A. Hall, and it feels sure 
“  that every reader of the A. C. F. would 
agree with us in utterly declining to 
accept this stamp as being Plate 126.”

And it was getting such a common 
variety in Australia too!

INTERNATIONAL  
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION, 1906
' I 'H E arrangements in connection with 

A the International Exhibition have been 
in active progress, and the period for 
which the Royal Horticultural Society’s 
Hall has been reserved is from Monday, 
the 21st of May, until Saturday, the 2nd 
of June, 1906. Doubtless two days will 
be required for mounting the exhibits and 
one or two days for unpacking, so that

the Exhibition will probably be open to 
the public for some nine or ten days from 
the 23rd of May. Invitations have been 
issued to various Philatelic Societies and 
to philatelists, and the General Committee 
is now in course of formation. The pro
gramme has been drafted, but before 
publication it will be submitted for ap
proval to the General Committee.
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NEW  ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers if they will help him with the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues, News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKIVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

B e lg iu m .— W e  now illustrate the ro c. of the new 
portrait series which we chronicled on page 9.

S ew  p ortra it o f  K ins Leopold, Per/.
10 c., rose.
20 c., olive-green.
25 c , blue.
35 c., brown-lilac.

B ritish  G u ia n a .— The Monthly Jo u rn a l  h a s 're 
ceived the 48 c. on multiple paper.

Du~uwu

Wink. Multiple C A. Per/.
1 c.. grey-green.
2 c., purple and black on red paper.
5 c. „  ,, biue on blue ,,

12 c. ,, violet.
24 c. ,, green.
48 c., grey and chocolate.
60 c., green and carmine.

Corea.—A  correspondent at Tokio sends the 
Monthly Jo u rn a l  the following cuttings from Japanese 
papers:—

“  K O R E A N  P O S T A L  S T A M P S  A N D  C A R D S .
“ According to the Tokyo Asahi, the Korean Govern

ment has decided to abolish the Korean postal stamps 
and cards from the 1st inst., and use those of Japan 
in their place.”

“ To commemorate the amalgamation of the Korean 
communication system with the Japanese, our Govern
ment is now preparing to issue a number of specially- 
made postal stamps. The stamp will bear the Japanese 
and Korean Imperial crests wreathed with cherry 
blossoms, in addition to other emblems. In this con
nection it may be added that the same postal stamps 
and cards that are now in use in this country will in 
future be available in K orea."

He adds that “ for some time ordinary (unsurcharged) 
Japanese stamps h av: been used for postage from 
Corea to Japan. A t least letters from Seoul all bore 
Japanese stamps."

Danish W est Indies.— The Monthly Circular 
chronicles the following scries of stamps, for ordinary 
postage, in the new currency:—

5 bits, green.
10 ,, red.
20 „  light green, centre grey.
25 „  blue.
40 „  red. Centre grey.
So „  gold ,,

All are said to be without watermark, and perf. 13. 
T he design is not described.

Gambia. —  Messrs. Whitfield K in g  and C o. inform 
us that they have received the as. stamp on multiple 
C A  paper.

ll'mk. Multiple C A. Per/. 
td ., carmine, 
yd., grey and black.
7J1I., green and carmine. 
iod.. olivc-lwown and carmine.
2*., dark  slate and orange.

K ish e n g a r h .— T h e Philatelic Record chronicles the 
addition of an 8  annas value to the series which we 
listed in our last volume, page 188.

.Vi? ‘.vink. Per/.
1 anna, carmine 
4 ,, red-brown.
1 ,, blue.
2 annas, orange.
4 ,, sepia.
3 ,, violet.
1 rupee, dark olive-green.
2 rupees, greenish yellow,
5 ,, deep purple-brown.

Leeward Islands*—Ercens Weekly announces the 
first of the stamps of this group upon the multiple 
C A  paper.

II 'ini'. Multiple C A. Per/, 
3d., purple and black.
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N o rw ay.—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. write: 

“  We have this day (29 June, 1905) received news from 
our Christiania correspondent that the three high values 
of the current set bearing the portrait of King Oscar 
are to be withdrawn from use to-morrow, and on 
July 1st provisionals will be issued, these consisting 
of the old 2 skilling stamps of the issue of 1867-8,

which will be surcharged as follows: 100,000 of kr.
1.00; 50,000 of kr. 1.50 ; and 50,000 of kr. 2.00." 
In a later communication they ad d : “ We have some 
further information about the forthcoming provisionals, 
and that is, there might possibly be a second printing, 
as there are 700,000 remainders of the 2 skilling stamps 
in stock, but this would depend upon how soon the 
permanent issue of the three high values can be got 
ready.”

T ib et.—The following note is from the Manchester 
Guardian :—

“ We are losing no time in making up the leeway 
o f centuries in our knowledge of Lhasa. Colonel

Waddell, who took part in the recent expedition, 
opened this afternoon at the ever-hospitable Crystal 
Palace a model of the chief temple in Lhasa, the 
entire fittings of which have been lent and arranged 
by himself. . . . There is shown here a set of four 
Indian stamps upon an envelope. The expedition 
took its own post office with it, and by one of the 
accidents that give stamps wild values the postmark 
spells Lhasa as * Lahassa.’ What makes the particular 
specimens shown doubly interesting is that they bear 
the date of August 3 last—the day on which the entry 
into Lhasa was made.”

T ran sva al.—E ve n 's  Weekly has received the 2.\d. 
value on multiple C A  paper.

W wk. Multiple C A .  Per/. 
$<]., green, centre black, 
id., carmine, centre black.
2$d., ultramarine, centre black. 
6d., orange, centre black.

MISCELLANEOUS
Wanted: an English Postal Museum 
In the new General Post Office which is now being 
built in Madrid, a certain part is to be set aside to 
accommodate the postal museum, which the authori- 
ties are thinking of founding. The projected postal 
museum will contain a section devoted to stamps. It 
is evident that the excellent example set*by Germany 
will bear fruit in time. Put the matter does not admit 
of delay, for delays prove to be costly when attempts 
are made suddenly to form collections. At present 
there must be in existence a quantity of articles con
nected with the early days of the postal system of 
England, and no doubt many most interesting things 
could be got together if their owners were asked to 
aid the Government in forming a postal museum on 
the lines of that which is such a striking monument 
of German methods in Berlin. If time is lost now, 
many of the things to which I refer will be destroyed 
or allowed to vanish. Of course, such things cannot 
be replaced, and if they could be collected under one 
roof, they would form for those coming after us a 
most interesting and instructive history of the early 
days of the postal system in England. 1  he foundation 
of a postal museum offers a splendid field for the 
activity and energy of a public-spirited man, who has 
leisure and means for carrying out the idea.

The Monthly Jo u rn a l%
That Stamp Wanted
A p r e t t y  Christmas story comes from Berlin. Emil 
Thomas, the well-known comedian and “ joker,” died 
there recently. He had borrowed / 2 0  from the land
lady of a wine-shop, and as he could not repay the 
loan, he managed to put off the good lady by renewed 
promises of eventual payment. Meanwhile he died. 
The landlady had told her bad luck to the little crowd 
of friends who met at her house, and they decided

to clear the name of their dead friend. Thus, on 
Christmas Eve the landlady received a money order 
for £.20, and on the other side was written :—

“  D e a r  M a d a m ,—When I made such a sudden exit 
from life's stage I forgot entirely to send you the £ 2 0  
which you were so kind as to lend to me ; at the wish 
of my colleague, I now atone for the neglect. I wish 
you a good time down below. I had a good reception 
up here. Greetings from Heaven,—E m u . T h o m a s . ”  
when this became known, the landlady was asked for 
the stamp that franked the letter.

The Monthly Jo u rn al.
Russian Postal Methods
For many years past the commercial men of Berlin, 
and in fact of Germany generally, have complained 
that letters and samples sent to Russia get lost very 
frequently. Investigations proved clearly that there 
was no cause for complaint with regard to the German 
postal service, and the only remedy was to register 
everything of the least importance or value. How
ever, the “ mystery” has been solved at last. The 
manager of a paper manufactory near Moscow has 
declared that for many years he has bought waste 
paper officially from the Russian postal authorities, 
and that among the torn paper he has often found 
letters, huge quantities of samples, and even letters 
containing cheques two or three years old. The 
manager asked the Post Office officials how it was 
possible for such to be sold as waste paper, and he 
was informed that the “ rubbish consisted simply of 
postal matter, which could not be forwarded, owing 
to lack of time.” As the Berlin correspondent of the 
Revue Francaise des Collectionneurs remarks very 
justly: “ This is the way in which the nation that has 
undertaken to ‘ civilise Asia’ interprets its duties in 
regard to forwarding letters,” etc.

The Monthly Jo u rn a l.
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

THE I.AI) HES1TA I ED

CH APTER XIV {continued)

Which clearly demonstrates that the false and the true 
are occasionally very much alike

BOTH had instantly recognised the famous stamp of 
the Maharajah in the little paper which the lad, to 
facilitate his researches, had placed on his knee and 

was holding there with the tip of one finder. So they 
stared at each other in absolute stupefaction for a few 
seconds without a word.

Victoria was the first to break the silence.
“ I will give you fifty francs for that stamp,” she 

said to its possessor, who was still turning over the 
pages of the catalogue.

M Fifty francs! ” cried he, starting up in surprise at 
the exorbitant and unexpected offer.

“ Yes, indeed ! ” said Victoria. “ And I'll pay you 
straight away.”

The lad hesitated a second and his eye sought that 
of William Keniss, who was looking on at the scene 
with an imperturbable smile. The little fellow then 
looked at Victoria, wl o was trembling with anxiety to 
conclude the bargain.

“ Well, will you let me have it ? ”  she said.
“  No,” he returned resolutely.
“ W hy not?”
“  Because I believe it is worth more than fifty francs.” 
All the people in the Stamp Bourse now began to 

assemble round these three actors to hear what was 
going on.

“ Well, then,” said Victoria, “ it you won’t let me 
have it for fifty francs I offer you sixty.”

“ No.”
“ Seventy! ”
“  No.”
“  E ighty! ”
“ No!”
“  N inety! ”
“ No!”
Great drops of perspiration rolled down Victoria’s 

cheeks. The lad was sure to think that if anyone 
offered him a hundred francs for his stamp it must be 
worth a lot more, and would certainly ask an ex- 
aggerated price for it. Now Victoria had only a 
somewhat modest sum with her, and felt desperately 
that she would not be able to bid very high, and that, 
even could she do so, there was William Keniss, whose 
pocket-book was sure to be stuffed full of bank-notes, 
and who at the last moment, when she could go no 
further, would step in, in his usual calm way, and 
make a decisive bid.

So Victoria determined on a bold stroke.
“ A hundred and fifty francs!” hoping that the lad, 

dazzled by the enormous sum, would immediately 
close with the offer. So her confusion can well be 
imagined when the little man of the world only re
plied again with an ironical smile—

“  No.”
She lost all hope from that moment and merely went 

on bidding mechanically—“ A hundred and sixty! A
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hundred and seventy ! A hundred and ninety ! Two 
hundred !*’

Here she was compelled to stop, for that was about 
all the money she had with her, and, changing her 
tactics, she began in a honeyed tone—

“  Look here, my child, what do you want for your 
stamp? Fix the price yourself and I am ready to pay 
it. Now then, how much?”

The little merchant lost no time in reflection.
“  Five hundred francs! ” he replied.
“ So be i t ! ” said Victoria quickly. “  I accept your 

price of five hundred francs. Just come with me to 
the Hotel Bristol, in the Place Vendome, and I will 
give you that sum in exchange for the stamp.”

“ Very well, madam, I am at your service.”
The young philatelist was just rising to follow Vic

toria, when William Keniss struck in.
“ .Madam,”  said he, “ you say you will give five 

hundred francs for that stamp. Well, I offer six 
hundred.”

“ Seven hundred!”
“  Eight hundred! ”
“  Nine hundred ! ”
“ A thousand! ”
“ A thousand!”  cried the little fellow, his eyes 

shining covetous!}'.
During this time the circle of curious onlookers had 

become considerably augmented. They now began 
pushing and jostling each other, so as to see and hear 
better.

“ Let him have it! let him have i t ! ”  cried all the 
boy’s little comrades.

But at the same moment an unknown voice rose 
from the midst of the group—

“  Don't give it to him unless he pays for it at once. 
A hundred sous in the hand are better than a hundred 
francs in the bu«h ! ”

William Keniss and Victoria both looked round, but 
failed to discover the orator to whom they owed this 
anonymous and disagreeable intervention.

“ 'The dishonest creature! The insolent fellow !” 
they cried in chorus.

The lad evidently appreciated the depth of the 
argument, for, turning to Victoria, he asked—

“ Let’s see, madam, how much could you give me, 
money down ? ”

Victoria, unable to hide her hopelessness, hesitated 
a few seconds before replying.

“ Two hundred francs.”
“ And you, s ir? ”
“ A thousand, to which price the auction had just 

amounted, as I do not wish you to lose anything by 
your new method of sale.”

“ A thousand!” pronounced the little merchant with 
comic solemnity. “ Going !— going ! Will no one 
bid any higher?—go n e!”

William Keniss took a bank-note out of his pocket- 
book and gave it to the exulting young auctioneer, 
who handed him his stamp in exchange. Then, as he 
walked off, he said ironically to Victoria, “ A n r c iv ir f”  
and left her trembling with rage.

When he was about a hundred yards from the place 
where he had just bought his stamp he stopped to 
examine the precious bit of paper. He had not done 
this before, greatly as he doubted its authenticity, be
cause he wished Victoria to believe he had won the 
duel in which he was engaged with Miss Betty.

It did not take William Keniss long to discover that

he had purchased a vulgar forgery, so conversant was 
he with every detail of the real stamp. But the Stamp 
King never for a moment thought of going back in 
search of the little fellow who had sold a simple forgery 
at so high a price. On the one hand, he reflected that 
the price had not been asked but offered, and on the 
other, that the merchant, not knowing even to what 
country the stamp belonged, had not guaranteed its 
authenticity.

“ My good John,” said he to his valet as he re
entered his rooms in the Terminus Hotel, “ 1 have 
just bought something for you.”

“ You are too kind, sir.”
“ L oo k !”  And William Keniss held out the false 

stamp to John, who could not repress a cry as he 
recognised the one which he himself had had made.

“ W hereverdid you find it, s ir ? ” he asked.
“ At the Stamp Bourse.”  And he recounted the 

adventure through which he had just passed.
“ It is surprising!—surprising!”  John repeated over 

and over again, playing his part like a first-rate actor.
“ Yes, I admit it is an odd thing.”
“  But are you quite certain, sir, that the stamp is 

false ? ”
“ Oh, yes. rather! How in the world can you ask 

me that, you, who are such an authority on the subject 
of forgeries? Why, my dear John, look at it well. 
It seems to me there’s not a shadow of a doubt.”

“ Yes, sir, that is so.”
“ Well, then, I make you a present of the stamp. 

It will do splendidly for your collection of forgeries.”
“  I don’t know how to thank you, sir.”
“  Don’t thank me ; thank chance, to whom you owe 

the present.”
“ Then I’m very grateful to chance.”
And, slipping into his watch-case the false stamp, 

which he quite thought he had lost for ever, and

JOHN P IT S  THE STAMP INTO HIS W ATCH-CASE

which he was very happy to recover, John muttered 
under his breath, without being heard by William 
Keniss—

“ And now, Miss Scott, we two have to settle this 
little matter.”

(To he continued.)

THE YOUNG C O L LE C T O R 'S  R A C K E T .
No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps ever 

offered—the Stamps could not be bought separately for three times the marvellously low price at which it is 
now offered. The Stamps, etc., are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. The best 500 varieties in 
the trade. 4s. id., post-free.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
London Philatelic Society

President: H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.
Hon. Sec.: J. A. Tilleard, 10, Gracechurch Street, E.C.
Meeting* : 4, Southampton Row, W. Alternate Fridays at 7.45.
Annual Subscription : Town, £ 2  2 s .; Country, £1  Is.

Tut following is the Report read at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Philatelic Society, London, 
for the season 1904-5, by Mr. J . A. Tilleard, Honorary 
Secretary.

“  In my last Annual Report, presented at the Annual 
General Meeting for the season 1903-4, reference was 
made to contemplated changes in regard to the offices 
of the Society and the place of meeting for the suc
ceeding year.

“ The lease of the rooms so long occupied at 
Effingham House having terminated, it was decided 
to rent a smaller office for the conduct of the general 
business of the Society, and to arrange for the use of 
a suitable room for the purposes of meetings. After 
mature consideration, .and after a personal inspection 
of numerous places likely to afford the requisite 
accommodation and facilities, it was decided by the 
Council to accept the offer obtained for the use of the 
room in Southampton Row that we now occupy. It 
was accordingly engaged as a place of meeting for the 
dates announced in the programme for the season, 
and an office has been secured in a convenient position 
in the City.

“ The change has, I venture to think, been emi
nently satisfactory from every point of view. The 
secretarial work has been considerably lessened, 
owing to the close proximity of the new offices to the 
places of business of members of the Council, on 
whom a large part of the work of the Society de
volves, while the economy effected has already caused 
a substantial improvement in the financial position of 
the Society.

“  In presenting his accounts for the year ending in 
March last, the Honorary Treasurer was able to 
announce that owing to the reduction in expenses, 
aided by a slight increase in revenue, the Society was 
now free from debt, and that notwithstanding the fact 
that the accounts included six months'expenditure on 
the old scale.

“ The new place of meeting appears to have met 
with general approval, and a large majority of those 
who have attended the meetings have expressed to 
me their entire satisfaction with the new arrange
ments.

“ During the current season twelve new members 
have been elected, the additions to the li«t being: 
Major W. C. Harratt, Colonel J. Bonhote, Lieut.-Col. 
S. P. Peile, c.B., and Messrs. A. Bagshawe, S. I). 
Baxter. C. D. Choremi, A. D. Ferguson, G. Ireland,
J. R. Laing, A. Naish, W. Nordheimer, and A. J. 
Warren.

“ The resignations during the same period have 
been fewer than usual, the members who have severed 
their connection with the Society, at their own request, 
being: Lieut. H. J . Gillespie, Miss Gromrne, and 
Messrs. C. J .  Lucas, W. H. Renwick, and '1*. Martin 
Wears.

“ I regret to have to record the death during the 
year of Col. \V. K. Williams, who had been a member 
of the Society for nearly twenty-five years ; and of 
Mr. Gordon Smith, who, since joining our ranks in 
1892, had been closely associated with the principal 
work of the Society.

“ The loss sustained by the death of Mr. Gordon 
Smith is well-nigh irreparable. We shall constantly 
miss him, not only as a brilliant philatelist, but as one 
who had endeared himself to all who had the privilege 
of his acquaintance. Pre-eminent in all that he under
took, he was imbued with the best traditions of the

Society, and maintained them all throughout his phila
telic career, and, although we shall not hear his voice 
again, his words and writings will remain as a living 
guide to those who are left to mourn his loss. No 
words of mine can pay a fitting tribute to his memory, 
but we honour it as that of a great philatelist, and we 
shall always look back to our association with him 
with affectionate feelings of the deepest regret for the 
loss of a true and faithful friend.

“ In the course of the season one name has been 
removed from the list of members under the pro
visions of the statutes, and the net result of gains and 
losses for the year is an addition of four to the numbers 
borne on our roll of membership.

“ The first meeting of the season was, on the invita
tion of the Vice-President, held at his residence, and 
a very enjoyable evening was spent in inspecting the 
magnificent collection of the stamps of Great Britain 
shown by Lord Crawford on this occasion.

“ The Annual Dinner of the Society, held on the 
previous evening, the Earl of Crawford presiding, 
proved a great success, and was largely attended by 
members and their friends.

“ Sixteen General Meetings have been held during 
the season, the average attendance being sixteen. 
Although this number is somewhat less than the aver
age for the preceding season, I think it may be con
sidered satisfactory when we take into account the 
fact that at least seven or eight of those who are 
usually most regular in their attendance have, by 
reason of absence abroad or from ill-health and other 
causes, found themselves unable to be present during 
the greater part of the year.

“  I have seen a suggestion in a philatelic journal 
that the reason for the falling off in the attendance is 
that the place of meeting is inconveniently situated. 
It goes without saying that any place that might be 
chosen would be less convenient for some than for 
others, but l do not think that the immediate proximity 
of the places of business of stamp merchants would 
constitute, as was suggested in the criticism in ques
tion, any actual inducement to members to attend the 
meetings. I believe the real reason for the slightly 
diminished attendance during the season 1904-5 is to 
be found in the explanation that I have already given.

“ The following papers, accompanied in each case 
by a display of stamps, have been read at the meetings, 
viz. by Mr. M. P. Castle, * Notes on the Sydney 
Views’ ; by Mr. F. Rcichenheim, ‘ The Unpaid Letter 
Stamps of France’ ; by Mr. Yardley, ‘ The Stamps 
of Trinidad’ and ‘ The Stamps of the First British 
Occupation of the Transvaal ’ ; by Mr. L. \V. Fulcher, 
‘ The Stamps of Bosnia’ ; and by Mr. T, W. Hall, 
‘ The 1886-7 Issues of the Stamps of Tolima.’

“ Several evenings have been devoted to displays, 
which have been exceptionally interesting, and have 
comprised some of the best-known collections of the 
stamps shown. They have included ‘ Great Britain,’ 
by the Vice-President; ‘ British India’ and ‘ Western 
Australia.’ by Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg; ‘ Queensland,’ 
by Mr. II. J .  Duveen ; ‘ Zanzibar,’ by Mr. T. \V. 
H all; and a selection of various countries by Mr. 
Sidebotham. In addition to these, Mr. C. J . Phillips 
kindly lent his specialised collection of the stamps of 
* Uganda,’ and Mr. W. W. Mann his collection of 
‘ New Zealand’ stamps for inspection by members of 
the Society.

“ Numerous meetings of the Council have been 
held, and the principal matter of importance dealt 
with has been the selection of a Provisional Working 
Committee for the International Philatelic Exhibition 
to be held in London in 1906 under the auspices of 
the Society. The Committee chosen consists of four 
members of the Society, viz. Messrs. M. P. Castle,
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R. Ehrcnbach, !.. \V. Fulcher, and F. Rcichcnheim, 
in addition to Messrs. II. R. Oldfield as lion. Secretary 
and L. L. R. Hausburgas Honorary Assistant Secretary 
to the Committee, with r. \V\ Doming Beckton and 
Mr. H. A. Slade, as representatives of provincial 
societies, and four members representing the trade 
interests, viz. Messrs. Phillips, l'eckitt, Oliver, and 
Hamilton-Smith.

“ The Committee have already completed a large 
part of the preliminary arrangements, and have 
secured the use of the line new hall of the Royal 
Horticultural Society, and under their able manage
ment there can be little doubt that the Exhibition will 
prove a most successful undertaking, to which we 
shall all look forward with the greatest interest.

“ Considerable progress has been made with the 
preparations for the publication of Mr. Basset Hull's 
book on the Stamps o f  the Australian Commomveallh, 
and it is hoped that the first part will be ready at a 
comparatively early date.

“ Mr. Bacon has also kindly undertaken the labour 
of completing and superintending the publication of 
the concluding part of the Society's workon the stamps 
of the African Colonies, which may be expected to be 
in the hands of members before the end of the present 
year.

“ Satisfactory arrangements have been made under 
which this work will be published upon terms relieving 
the Society from all risk and expense of production, 
whiie securing for each member the presentation of a 
copy free of charge as in the case of the two previous 
parts, and the payment to the Society of a liberal 
royalty upon all copies sold by the publishers.

“ The thanks of the Society are due to the Expert 
Committee for their services, which continue to be 
highly appreciated by members and others who 
>eek the assistance of the Committee. The vacancy 
caused by the retirement of Mr. Gordon Smith towards 
the end of 1904 was filled by the election of Mr. 
Yardley, a choice that will, I am sure, commend itself 
to his fellow-members.

“ Messrs. '1'. Maycock and A. W. Chambers have 
once again been good enough to act as Auditors of 
the accounts for the year, and their report, to be 
submitted this evening, will be more than usually 
interesting in view of the improvement in the financial 
position of the Society already reported by the 
Honorary Treasurer.

“ In referring to a few of the events of interest outside 
the immediate sphere of the operations of the Society, 
the holding of an International Philatelic Exhibition 
in Berlin is worthy of note. The undertaking was 
well carried out and was largely patronised, and 
amongst the visitors in attendance were numerous 
English philatelists, including some well-known mem
bers of our Society. Two successful Exhibitions have 
also been held in London, one under the management 
of the Junior Philatelic Society, consisting of a very 
complete show of the stamps of Great Britain, and 
the other, promoted by the Fiscal Philatelic Society, 
comprising Fiscal and Telegraph stamps of India and 
the British Colonies.

* * Amongst other notable philatelists who have passed 
away during the year under review may be mentioned 
Mr. Overy Taylor, who was a prolific writer in the 
earlier days of Philately and a regular contributor to 
the Stamp Collectors Magazine, and the Hon. K. 
Sanderson and Herr Paul Lietzow, two prominent 
philatelists of foreign countries.

“ Theprohibitionagainstthe sale of unused 'Official* 
stamps of this country, noted at the time of their with
drawal, has not long been maintained, and with the 
tacit consent of the authorities these are now quoted 
in the leading catalogues.

“ The permission to employ for postal purposes em
bossed and other stamps cut from envelopes, covers, 
cards, etc., is a somewhat curious innovation, especially 
in view of the desire to limit the stamps available for 
postage shown by the act of the authorities in de
monetising many of the earlier postage stamps.
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“  With the exception of a change of colour for the 
-?,d. stamp, there has been practically no addition to 
the issues of the mother-country, but the introduction 
of the new multiple watermark for colonial stamps has 
involved a considerable addition in the number of 
these stamps to be included in our collections.

“  By the reduction in the rate of postage to Australia 
the scheme of 'Penny Postage* from home to the 
British possessions throughout the world has been 
practically completed, the only exceptions being now, 
I believe, in the case of letters for Rhodesia and 
Bech uanaland.

“ Amongst the new publications of the season, I 
select for special mention the admirable work on the 
postage stamps of Sicily, by Dr. Emilio Diena, a 
member of this Society ; and the recent introduction 
by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., of a new periodical 
in their Stamp Weekly, intended for beginners and 
young collectors, is a noteworthy event. It is edited 
by our fellow-member, Mr. E. J. Nankivcll, and has 
already achieved a well-deserved success.

“  Having completed my brief survey of the inci
dents of the season 1904-5, I venture to refer to a 
subject which, although somewhat remote from 
Philately, is one in which I feci sure all members of 
our Society are at the moment greatly interested.

“ We are looking forward, and many of us with 
some excitement, to the expected arrival in England 
of our Vice-President, who is now engaged in 
thrashing his way across the Atlantic as a competitor 
in the great International Ocean Yacht Race for the 
trophy presented by the German Emperor. This 
contest appeals to our sporting instincts, especially as 
members of an insular race, and our knowledge of 
the thoroughness with which Lord Crawford enters 
into everything that he undertakes inspires us with 
the fullest confidence in him as a worthy representa
tive of this country.

“  1 am sure that I am only voicing the aspirations of 
all British members of the Society in expressing the 
hope that we may shortly be able to welcome our 
Vice-President on his return with the greeting, ‘ Well 
done, Valhalla

'* May, 1905."

T he Junior Philatelic Society
President: Fred J. Melville.
S e c r e t a r y H .  f. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, Clapkam  

Road, S. W.
Meetings: Exeter Nall, Strand, W.C.
Annual Subscription : Is. 6d.

D e a r  M r . E d i t o r ,
I can’t versify like your irresponsible rhymester, 

neither can I pun quite so hard as he does. Yet I 
want to tell you about the Juniors’ picnic.

We woke up on the morning of the great day, 
Saturday, June 17th, after having gone to rest assured 
of a fine day for the morrow, to find that London was 
being watermarked.

Then it faired. It wasn’t really half bad until 
eleven.

Then the sky turned a dirty 6d. bistre-brown colour. 
By midday a multiple watermarking process had be
gun. The question before a hundred juniors was 
Togo (the German colony, not the Jap hero) or not 
Togo (this can be the Jap hero if you like, for a 
change).

Liverpool Street Station was the starting-place for 
the summer Reunion of the youngsters, and three 
o'clock sharp was the appointed time.

It was still raining hard when a small group as
sembled about quarter to three, and were exchanging 
doubts as to whether anyone would turn up or no. 
Some said it was a day for Indore (Holkar) occupa
tions. Another said he had Benin  all morning, and 
didn't want to miss his afternoon out with the J . P. S. 
But before anyone could reprove him by giving him 
a dig in the Tumaco, more friends had turned up.
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At five to three the party, arrayed in all sorts of 

covers (except originals, Panamas, and Cashmeres), had 
assumed goodly proportions, and the railway tickets 
(a new variety printed for the occasion) were dis
tributed. In the next ten minutes some sixty-five had 
boarded the train.

You could tell them from the rest of mankind (and 
womankind too, for there was a score of ladies) by 
various signs. One was intent on reading a philatelic 
periodical, others were swapping, pocket-book in 
hand, others—and quite a lot of them too—were wear
ing the little metal stamp badges of the Society.

The excursion this year was to High Beach, Epping 
Forest, and as the train drew up at Houghton, out the 
youngsters came, some still with tweezers and pocket- 
books in hand, and the march to High Beach com
menced. The party broke up into little groups on 
the two-mile walk, forming a long procession three- 
quarters of a mile long, or equivalent to 9,037 postage 
stamps or 8,259 Gibbons large size mounts (No. 6), 
placed end to end. (Statistics not guaranteed.)

The hotel was reached just twenty minutes before
tea-time. We were all H ---- y  (I haven’t the audacity
to print this in full) for it, so we all thanked goodness 
it was ready five minutes early.

The King’s Oak Hotel is a grand old place, an old 
hunting establishment, and in the great baronial hall 
the tea-banquet had been set for sixty-five. But what 
with new arrivals turning up by later trains the 
tables had several times to be lengthened. When all 
was in full swing there were seventy-two members and 
friends to represent the Junior Philatelic Society on its 
sixth annual outing.

It was a splendid tea, and for a short spell pocket- 
books were stowed away, though a few tweezers were 
seen in use for purposes not strictly philatelic. Al
though there was plenty of everything, you had no 
fear that anyone would “ Ja m m u ,"  or that no M adeira 
would be left when you had finished Medellin with the 
Sandwiches.

After tea, the President, who was In the chair sur
rounded by a bevy of Philatelia’s fair friends, made a 
few brief announcements, brief because he did not 
want to Rhor us with speeches on such an occasion. 
A few moments later we were let in for a short speech

from a keen-eyed, serious-looking collector, whose 
presence at the top table marked him out as a com
mittee man. But we didn’t mind, for he only wanted 
us to thank the chairman for his efforts during the day, 
and to congratulate ourselves on the success of it all.

Then we went into the private sports ground to be 
photographed in a group, and much amusement was 
caused by a gentleman who, to avoid the dangers of 
damp grass, sat upon a popular philatelic periodical.

Then the parties went as they listed till eight 
o'clock. Most of them joined a rambling party, led by 
Mr. Darwen, the Vice-President, to whom the wilds of 
the forest are as familiar as are the stamp dealers in 
the Strand. He led the cheery crowd of philatelists 
and Philistines, Wenden his way along tortuous paths, 
through thickets, along wooded glens. Some few 
who lingered too long over a swap got left behind 
in great Straits, and had to master the mysteries of 
the maze for themselves. Occasionally a naval gentle
man was heard to cry, “ Hoi I fa o "  (that’s what it 
sounded like anyway), but whether he was wanting 
some of those wretched surcharges, or simply to get 
back to the crowd, no man can tell.

At eight the party reassembled at the hotel. Pairs 
and groups came from all directions. Some had been 
giddy enough to take a Thurn on a neighbouring 
roundabout, the Taxis for which was one penny. A 
very small junior is prepared to swear that he over
heard a lady collector say, “ This is so S u dan ." We 
shouldn’t be surprised.

But evidently everyone had enjoyed themselves too 
much to want to come home. They decided to wait 
for a later train than had been arranged, so the party, 
some of whom by this time may possibly have re
freshed themselves with Montserrat or O-hock, pre
pared themselves to enjoy a musical evening.

Everything went off excellently. There was nothing 
for anyone to Cavalle at, and everyone seemed to want 
Samoa. As the train emptied out the juniors at Liver
pool Street Station just after half past ten, the most 
serious person in the company declared, with the 
utmost sincerity, that he would not have missed such a 
treat for a Spanish Guinea.

Neither would yours faithfully,
S a r a  W a k .

THE STAMP MARKET
By A N  O D D  L O T
The N ew Gambias
T h e  new Gambias have arrived and are creating a 
mild rush for copies. I refer of course to the series 
of odd values—5d., 7^d., iod., is. 6d., as. 6d., and 
3«s. The 5d., 7$d., and tod. are on multiple paper, and 
create no anxiety ; but the is. 6d., 2s. 6d., and 3s. are 
all on single C A  paper, and as it is known that the 
single C A paper is all exhausted, further supplies must 
be on multiple paper. Consequently the first supplies 
received by dealers were sold out in no time, and now 
all are waiting and hoping for a further supply before 
the issue on single C A paper gives out; as the printing 
of the high values is said not to have exceeded 6,000 
of each value, the chance of anyone getting a second 
supply is small indeed. Hence these three high 
values on single C A  paper are likely to be scarce. 
Already, I am told, they are being sold at double face, 
and from all I hear they should be secured as soon as 
possible even at that price, for most dealers have more 
orders waiting than they are likely to be able to fill.
France
In the forthcoming Gibbons there are a few drops in 
the rarities of the first issue, 1849-50. The 25 c., deep 
blue on toned paper, unused, has been reduced from

50s. to 40s.; the 40 c., orange, unused, from 25s. to 20s. 
The 15 c., deep green on green paper, unused, left 
unpriced in the 1904 Catalogue, is now priced ̂ 6 . In 
the used column there is a slight reduction in most of 
the stamps,

In the 1852, or Presidency Series, the 10 c., used, 
has been raised from 7s. 6d. to 8s. 6d.

Throughout the other series there is a general 
tendency to small reductions, with a slight increase 
here and there, but only a few very notable changes. 
The 40 c. of the Empire Series of 1862-70, unused, has 
been raised, the orange shade from 7s. 6d. to 12s., and 
the orange-vermilion from 12s. to 15s.; but the 40 c., 
scarlet-vermilion, of the Bordeaux set of November. 
1870, unused, has been reduced from 60s. to 40s., and 
the 80 c., dull rose, has been raised from 8s. to 30s.
Baden
Passing over some fifty pages of French Colonials we 
come to the German States, Baden being the first on 
the list. The issues of 1851 and 1854-8 remain as before. 
Unused they are scarce, used they are grand old stamps 
within the reach of the pence of even the schoolboy.

In the 1860-2 issue the specialist will have to pay 
more for the scarce perf. 13-A, and even the general



4 8 G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

collector will find the values of the commoner set 
nearly all a little dearer.

1904. 1 9 0 5 -

t$ 6 * *.
Unus--<!.

.V. ,{.
Used. Unused. 

s. ,L
Used. 
s. d.

r  kr., b la c k  . ♦ 3 0 O  9 3  6 I  O

6 k r . ,  b lu e  . • 5 0 1 0 5 0 2  O

9 k r . ,  b ro w n • 5 0 t 3 6 0 1 6
In the 1862-4 series the 18 kr., green, has been raised, 

both unused and used, from t8>. and 7s. 6d. to 25s. 
and 12s.
Alsace and Lorraine
T h e s e  interesting souvenirs of the great war of 1870-1 
remain stationary in price, which probably means that 
after the reductions of recent years they have touched

bottom. Nice mint copies are certainly not so plentiful 
as they were, and desirable copies with dated post
marks are getting very scarce.

German Empire
T h e  higher values of the first issue of the German 
Empire, which a few years .ago were so common, ex
hibit an unmistakable tendency to rise. The 7 kr., 
blue, unused, has been raised from 10s. to 12s. 6d., and 
the ultramarine shade from 12$. to 15s. The 2 kr. of 
the 1873 Issue, large shield, always a scarce stamp, has 
been raised, both unused and used, from 5s. and 10s. 
to 6s. and 12s.

In the current series the redrawn type of the 5 mark, 
black and lake, left unpriced in the last Catalogue, is 
now priced 8s. 6d. and 7s. 6d.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
G. P. (Clapham).—From your description we take 

your Transvaal to be Gibbons' No. 240, priced used at 
’15s. As you say it is surcharged v . r . T r a n s v a a l , it 
cannot be, as you imagine, the earlier issue of 1870-5.

Reader.—There are no postage stamps of British 
Guiana watermarked SA . All the i860 stamps were 
printed by Walerlosv, and were unwatermarked. Yes, 
our publishers’ Blank Album No. 31 would be suitable 
for blocks of stamps, but a movable-leaf album would 
be better, though, of course, much dearer.

H. E. (Twickenham).—Major Evans, in his excellent 
work Stamps and Stamp Collecting, gives the following 
explanation of the term tcte-bec/ie: “ A term applied 
in French to stamps printed upside down in reference 
to one another. One such stamp may appear in a 
sheet, through one of the dies forming the plate being 
accidentally set the wrong way: this stamp will be tete- 
beche as regards those surrounding it. Some of the 
stamps of Grenada were printed with alternate rows 
reversed, so that the stamps in one row were tete-biche 
with reference to those in the next. Such varieties 
must of course be shown in pairs, as the stamps when 
separated exhibit no peculiarity.”  Put more brielly, 
a tetc-beche pair is a pair in which one of the stamps is 
upside down.

W. F. (London).—We cannot tel) you of any place 
where you can inspect all makes of albums. Dealers 
who do not themselves publish albums generally show

the leading sorts. We do not know of any album 
published complete for the first fifty years with a 
supplement for subsequent issues. An old edition of 
the Imperial Album might answer the first requirement, 
but the supplement could not be got. We don’t think 
there would be much demand for such an album. 
Your best plan will be to get a blank album, then you 
can commence where you please, and collect what you 
like.

Ah, yes, we share your regret that the circulation 
of G. S , IP. 5s only 8,000, but with the kind help of 
readers like yourself we will spin it up during the 
coming winter. You are mistaken in supposing it is 
not generally displayed in the London book-shops. 
We have seen large bundles in several, and prominently 
displayed.

The young collector is a mixed variety, and though 
he is not a Great Mogul, he likes to hear all about the 
doings of the said Great Mogul, and when the big 
Exhibition is opened next year you will do well to go 
and study the Great Moguls' exhibits.

Mr. Walton's articles will deal with the album 
question in good time. Don’t be in a hurry. If we 
polished off all our programme, there would be an 
end of G. S . W.% and then where would you be?

Post cards with any postage stamps reproduced in 
colours on them are illegal, and the publisher and 
seller would be liable to prosecution by the Inland 
Revenue authorities.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—We regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I., all told. By 
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers' price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
]. Nankivell, Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance: 2s. 6d. per dozen; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps

are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ; 
G. Genuine; G .F. Stampsgcnuine, surcharge forged: 
R. Reprint; W. Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of Vol. I. of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Printed by W. B rendon & Sox, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibb o n s , Ltd., 39X, Strand, London, W.C.
*5 Ju ly , 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By E D W A R D  J .  N A N K I V E L L

Annam and Tonquin
A/T Z IM M E R M A N , 

 ̂* of the Annuli’s do 
Geographic, Paris, tells 
us that France obtained 
a footing- in Indo China 
in the year 1862, when 
a part o f Cochin China, 
with Saigon and the 
Pulo Condor Islands, 
was acquired from the 
Emperor of Annam, a 
vassal of the Emperor of 
China. The colony of 
French Cochin China, to 
which the Protectorate 
of Cambodia had been 
added in 1863, was con
stituted in 1870. After a 
war from 1883 to 1885, 
the French protectorate 
over Annam and Tonquin 
was recognised by China. 
Towards Siam, France 
obtained in 1893 the left 
bank of the Mekong, 
together with rights over 
a zone fifteen miles wide 
on the right bank.

Annam lies between 
Tonquin on the north, 
the China Sea on the 
east, and Cochin China 
on the south. It is rich 
in agricultural resources. 
The government is a 
monarchy with a French 
Resident. Itwasformerly 
a Chinese possession, and 
became independent in
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1428. The population is about 5,000,000, 
and the capital Hue, on the River Hue, 
with a population of 50,000.

Tonquin figures variously as Tongking, 
Tungking, and Tonkin, but Tonquin is 
the form adopted by the French. It is 
bounded by China, the Gulf of Tonquin, 
Annam, and the Shan States. At one 
time it was tributary to China, and latterly 
under Annamese suzerainty. In 1873 an 
unsuccessful French expedition under 
Gamier was sent against Tonquin, and 
a treaty between France and Annam 
was ratified in 1874. The contest for 
Tonquin was renewed in 1882, and cam
paigns were undertaken by various French 
generals against the Black Flags and the 
Chinese. The population is stated to be
7.500.000. The capital is Hanoi, on the 
River Sangkoi, with a population of about
150.000.

The interior of Tonquin is a highland 
region varying in elevation from 2,000 to
4,000 feet. The deep bays and gorges 
are said to be still a favourite haunt of 
pirates. The climate is tropical.

Annam consists largely of a granitic 
mountain chain stretching from Tonquin 
to Cochin China, close to the coast of the 
China Sea, covered with virgin forests of 
teak, ironwood, and lacquer trees.

The trade of Indo China is mostly 
carried on with foreign countries.

Their Philatelic History
The philatelic history of Annam and 

Tonquin is a very brief one, and is con
fined to one issue, which served all re
quirements till the colonies were included 
under the more comprehensive adminis
tration of Indo China. Three values of

what is known as the “  Peace and Com
m erce”  type of France were surcharged 
very roughly “ A &  T ”  and the figure of 
value. A subsequent supply was sur
charged with the initials “  A ”  and “  T  ” , 
but with a hyphen instead of the sign 
“  &  ” . Specialists find varieties in the 
letters of the surcharge and in the figures, 
but the beginner may confine himself to 
the one series, or at most to the two set 
out.

1888. The Peace and Commerce type 
of France surcharged in black, as in the 
illustration.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

1 on 2 c., brown . . . 1 3  1 3
1 on 4 c., purple-brown . . 1 3  1 6
5 on 10 c., black on lilac . . 1 6  1 9

Hyphen instead n f "
Unused. Used.

S. d. S. d.
i on 2 cM brown . . . 5 0  —
1 on 4 c., purple-brown . . 10 o —
5 on to cM black on lilac . . 3 0  —

( To be continued. )

T H E  I M P R O V E ®  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A U B V M ,  N o .  0 .
One Hundred and Tenth Thousand. The best and largest Shilling Album ever published. 176 large pages. 

Spaces for 4,700 Stamps. 48 extra pages added in this Edition without extra charge. This Album is now 
selling at the rate of over 1,000 copies a month. The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and 
it gives universal satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last Edition had nearly 20 extra 
pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamtMssuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a 
mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, 
capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in 
art cloth. The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. There is also an illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we 
pay for each. Price, bound in handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d. E. S. says: 441 asked a friend where the 
best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying that he had bought one and sold 
it next day for is. 6d., after keeping the stamps.” A. A. writes: 441 received your Stamp Album on Thursday, 
and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me 2s. for it. Please 
send me another.”

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1 ,  S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By R e v .  T .  C .  W A L T O N ,  M . A .

(Continued from  page 56.)

Stam ps without a  Nam e {co n tin u ed )

A N Y T H IN G  more fearsome-looking 
than the first issue of Hyderabad 

(Deccan) would be difficult to imagine. 
It lasted two years, and then gave place 
to an issue in which English and native 
characters figure.

Holkar issued a circular stamp in 1889 
which must have cost a small fortune in 
printer’s ink. All the other issues of 
Holkar have the head of the reigning 
prince as the central design.

HOLKAR,

18S».

The stamps of the Native States of 
India, the designs of which are for the 
most part made up of written nati%re 
characters, are more numerous than 1 
anticipated. Therefore, lest the reader 
should get “  Native States ”  on the brain, 
I purpose to group the remaining States 
together and give typical examples ot 
those which may prove a source o f worry 
to the beginner. It must be clearly 
understood, however, that the list is by 
no means a complete one. The reader 
must take it as an attempt to illustrate 
native stamps which may come into his

possession, and which he may find some
what difficult to locate.

KASHMIR. JAM M U AND KASHM IR.

1807. 1883-94.

JHALAWAR.

1887-90.

JHIND.

1 8 8 4 - 8 . 1 8 8 9 .
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SORUTH.

m  r r  z  ]

1 S 6 4 ,  1 8 8 8 .

The stamps of Afghanistan from 1SS0 
to the present time have designs of written 
characters in a circular or rectangular 
frame. They have already been illustrated 
in the editor's article on Afghanistan on 
page 360 of vol. i. W e therefore pass to 
the consideration of two Cretan designs. 
The Turks evacuated Crete in 1898, and 
the island came under the joint administra
tion of Great Britain, France, Italy, and 
Russia. The British sphere of action was 
the province of Candia. A postal service 
was established between Heracleion (the 
town of Candia) and six of the chief 
towns in the province. The first stamp 
issued was of local production. Its de
sign consisted of an inscription of four 
lines which reads, “  Provisional post 
service of Heracleion.”  The fourth line 
gives the value in “ paras,”  the Greek 
plural of which is “ parades.”  This stamp 
was quickly superseded by an issue which 
was printed in Athens. The same in
scription appears in a circular band en
closing the value “ 20 parades”  or “ 10 
parades.”

CRETE.
British Sphere of Administration.

1898.

No one can mistake the “  Pyramid and 
Sphinx ”  issues of Egypt. They date 
from the year 1867. The first issue was 
made in 1866, and the stamps of this 
issue might easily be imagined to belong

to some Indian native stamp. Below are 
two illustrations of the “  to paras ”  and 
the “  2 p iastre”  values.

EGYPT.

1 8 8 6 .

For twenty-five years Japan indulged 
in mystic designs in which written charac
ters figured prominently. From 1872 the 
chrysanthemum, the national flower of 
Japan, may always be seen in every issue. 
We give illustrations of the issues of 1871 
and 1872.

JAPAN.

In an earlier article I had occasion to 
mention the existence of approval sheets 
of Japanese stamps which professed to be 
rare bargains. Many beginners have been 
duped by these apparently genuine stamps 
which are really official imitations. They 
may be distinguished from the genuine 
issues by two minute Japanese characters 
meaning “ facsimile”  in various positions 
on the stamps. Often these imitations 
have these two characters blotted out by 
a spurious postmark in order that the 
buyer may suppose that they are genuine 
used stamps. I need scarcely point the 
moral to this mean trickery on the part of 
some obscure stamp dealer whose name 
is unknown to me, but whose handiwork 
I have seen in more than one beginner’s 
album.

{T o  be OOHtinuid.1

T H E  V E S T  S T A M P  H I N G E S .
We have just prepared a new stamp hinge, of convenient size, put up in a ir -t ig h t  t in  b o x es , each containing 

t,ooo hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. Post-free, y d . per box.
S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s, L t d . ,  3 9 1 , S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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BY-PATHS OF PHILATELY
P IC T U R E  ST A M P S AND M ETH O D S OF A R R A N G E M E N T

By H .  R .  O L D F I E L D

('Continued from page 38.)

5. Pictures of Animals (continued)

A MONO the stamps showing' copies of 
beasts will be found:—■

Beavers, and it is interesting to com
pare the pictures in 1859 from Canada 
and in 1880 from Tasmania, while if you 
refer to the original stamps it is not 
difficult to decide which one evidences 
the better workmanship. The Llamas, ot

Canada. — 1859.

Peru. — 1866.

Uruguay.— 1895.

Peru, were issued in 1866, while specimens 
of Cattle are magnificently illustrated by 
Uruguay in 1895 and by the United States 
of America in 1898. Kangaroos are seen 
in issues of New South Wales and of 
South A ustralia; Tigers in the Malay 
States stamps of 1900, and also, but very 
badly executed, in a French Congo stamp 
of the same year. As a contrast to this 
last, so far as workmanship is concerned, 
you might look at the Elephant illustrated 
in the 1894 issue of the Congo State.

North Borneo and Liberia have pro- 
duceda miscellaneous collection of animals, 
some of which are beautifully engraved, 
e.g. Bear, Monkey, Crocodile, and Stag.

Nyassa shows a Giraffe and Drome
daries, and the Sudan is responsible for 
Camels.

North Borneo.— 1894.
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As regards Fishes, Newfoundland is 
responsible for these and for Seals. And 
miscellaneous Dragons, etc., are found in the 
stamps of China, Formosa, and Shanghai.

6. Pictures of Things
Here, again, the natural division is ac

cording to the thing which is illustrated, 
and most of the stamps belonging to this 
class fall under the heads of Conveyances 
by Sea or Conveyances by Land, for up 
to now we have not reached the height 
of Conveyances through the Air.

The subdivisions in this class are 
naturally arranged in order of date, and 
illustrate in an interesting manner the 
progress made as regards steam engines 
on land and on sea. The earliest picture 
of a ship is in 1852, and the latest of a 
steamship in 1901.

The earliest illustration of a steam 
engine is in i860, the latest in 1902, w'hile 
a motor carriage is to be found in 1901.

Nets) Brunswick.— 1860.

U .S .A .— 1901.

( To be continued.')

T H E  S T R A N D  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M ,
Well arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. Seventh edition, too Postage Stamps, all genuine and 

different, and of a catalogue value of over 8s., are presented with each Strand Album. The book, which is 
printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a new and specially designed cover. The size is a new 
and convenient one, viz. 9.̂  inches by 7̂  inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album 
is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed 
books. 300 pages, post-free, zs. ltd .; abroad, 3s. 4d.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d . ,  1 9 1 ,  S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By C O R N E L I U S  W R I N K L E

The Norwegian Provisionals 
Ol'R attention just now is being concen
trated on the Norwegian provisionals 
which have arrived. I am told that they 
are selling like hot cakes, for they are 
followed by the news that stamps of a 
permanent type will be issued very shortly. 
All the same, the number printed should 
be enough to go round, for there is a 
pretty general opinion that these high 
values are required more for sale to 
collectors than for genuine postal re
quirements. But, of course, after the 
separation the stamps bearing the portrait 
of the superseded King were bound to be 
withdrawn and replaced.

Norway for Specialists
Norway is a charming country for stamp 

collectors. It is the most accommodating 
country with which I am philatelicallv 
acquainted.

It may be simplified for the youngest col
lector, and it may be specialised to satiate 
even the most omnivorous specialist. In
deed, it is a wonder to me that it has not 
found more favour with the Great Moguls.

As an indication of the scope for special
ising, take merely the series of 1877 and 
these superseded high values. In each 
case the figures of value were engraved 
by hand separately upon each stamp. 
Hence every sheet of every value con
sisted of one hundred types.

If any specialist wants anything more 
in the way of varieties than this he must 
be a hungry fellow.

Norway for the Beginner
But Norway is an equally charming 

country for the beginner. Its types are 
distinct ; they stretch away back into the 
early postal days of 1855 ; prior to these 
provisionals of to-day, there is only one 
other, and that is common ; high values 
are conspicuous by their absence—even 
the so-called high values of the King 
Oscar II. set do not run higher than 2s., 
and in the used condition the stamps of 
Norway may be had for a few pence each, 
rarely reaching a catalogue quotation of 
is .—even nice copies of the first stamp

issued, a fine old stamp with an antique 
cast of countenance, may be had for 6d.; 
and last, but not least, used copies are 
generally very lightly cancelled.

The Norwegian Crown
There’s a crown going a-begging up in 

Norway, with all its philatelic possibilities. 
And I hear that already Mr. C. Whitfield 
King, of Ipswich, representing “  the 
trade,”  and Mr. W. Doming Beckton, of 
Manchester, representing collectors, have 
started off, post-haste, for the “  Land of 
the Midnight Sun.”

I have a portrait and a biography of 
each up my sleeve, ready for all eventu
alities.

Prince Charles of Denmark is, however, 
said to be first favourite. Should a popular 
Prince accept the throne, we may probably 
expect a portrait series to signalise the 
event.

Miss Swift's Rotating Badge 
A c o r r e sp o n d e n t  wants me to explain 
how Miss Swift’s “ G lobe”  badge is to 
be rotated to show the country desired. 
Another wants to know if it is “ a pano
rama kind of thing,”  another “  if it 
rotates on its own axis,”  and yet another 
wants to know “  how it can be carried 
about.”

I am afraid I cannot satisfy the natural 
curiosity of my correspondents. As a 
way out of the difficulty, the collector 
might employ a Sancho Panza to ride 
along behind with the rotating mechanism.

English Kings and Queens Stamps 
H e r e  is an excellent suggestion from the 
Melbourne Argus for a series of Common
wealth stamps, which may be commended 
to the authorities that be—home and 
colonial:—

I suggest that to interest children in history, stamps 
should represent the kings and queens of England. 
The halfpenny should have the portrait of the first 
sovereign of Great Britain, the penny stamp the suc
ceeding sovereign, and so on until the various values 
absorb all the kings and queens of England. Children, 
and even elderly people, would then be better ac
quainted than they are now with the sequence of the 
rulers of England. A similar rule is carried out with 
the presidents of the United States of America. No 
two values have the same portrait, consequently
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American children become familiar with President 
Washington, Jackson, Jefferson, etc. Nearly every 
child collects postage stamps, and the portrait of the 
sovereign, with the name and date of reign, would be 
highly instructive, and inspire a loyalty that would 
commend the Federal Government to the whole world.

The point of the suggestion is an ex
cellent one, but the order for a series that 
would use up all the kings and queens of 
England from the first sovereign is a 
rather tall one. It would mean a series 
of over fifty values. The proposer surely 
could not have dipped into his English 
history of late to propose using up all the 
kings and queens. All the same, a series 
might be made up of kings and queens 
representative of periods or of the various 
reigning houses—Alfred for the Saxons, 
William I. for the Normans, Richard 1. 
for the Plantagenets, and so on.

But it is to be hoped that an all-wise 
and merciful Providence will save us the 
horror of such an idea being committed 
to the execution of the designers and en
gravers of the postal abortions of Victoria.

N ewspaper Ignorance of Philately
T h e  Australian Philatelist makes merry 
over some drivel that Science Siftings 
published recently about rare stamps, 
more especially about a New Zealand 
stamp printed upside down, which has 
never been heard o f outside the editorial 
office of Science Siftings.

It is a psychological fact that every 
provincial town has its well-known char
acter with a few slates loose, and from 
a long acquaintance with newspaper work 
1 am inclined to believe that every news
paper staff has its own peculiar imbecile. 
The newspaper imbecile is always ready 
to write about anything and everything 
under the sun. His ignorance is so pro
digious that he never realises his own 
unfitness for any work. He is the butt 
of the staff, and the receptacle for in
quiries that lead to nowhere, and he is 
often turned loose on subjects on which 
the ignorance of the general staff is as 
profound as his own. Stamp collecting 
is always regarded as a safe field for him. 
W e had one such imbecile on the staff of 
a great London daily on which I served,

5 6

and we encouraged him to write on such 
topics as the courtship of birds. He got 
the comps, to set up some of his stuff 
now and then, but we generally managed 
to blue-pencil it in time.

But newspaper indifference as to stamp 
collecting is on the mend, and decently 
edited papers no longer turn their special 
jackass on to the subject.

Australians and the King’s Portrait 
S o m e  of our Australian friends are very 
quaint and amusing when they like. A 
deputation of the Sydney Philatelic Club 
recently' had an interview with the Post
master-General as to the forthcoming 
Commonwealth issue, and we are told 
that the Postmaster-General showed a 
disposition towards the King's Head on 
the proposed new stamps ; but an original 
genius of the deputation gave vent to the 
information that “ we are all mortal, and 
should death happen to overtake His 
Majesty as soon as the new stamps were 
ready for issue, and his successor in
timated a desire to see his profile on our 
stamps, all the expense incurred would 
be lost.”

Might I suggest that in case the K ing’s 
portrait should be selected, His Majesty, 
to save the expense of a new series, might 
be got to agree to postpone his departure 
to “  the realms of the blest ”  till it can be 
inexpensively arranged with the Common
wealth Postal Authorities?

Funniosities
A n ingenious correspondent sends me a 
selection of satirical suggestions for new 
issues, all done in colours and perforated 
with the domestic sewing-machine. To 
one, inscribed a “ Wrinkle Sell-ebration,”  
I object very much. A Counani stamp he 
inscribes, “  Stamps made to order—all 
surcharges in stock,”  and a Congo stamp 
shows a Belgian officer pitching into a 
native. An envelope with a North Pole 
stamp is marked and initialed by the 
postman, “ No answer.”  If 1 am bom
barded with this sort of thing, I shall have 
to suggest to the publishers of G. S. W. 
the publication of a  Philatelic Punch.

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T .
P a c k e t  N o .  6 9 , 2 ,0 0 0  v a rie tie s. A  g r a n d  p a c k e t, e v e r y  sta m p  b e in g  d iffe re n t a n d  g e n u in e , a n d  th u s  fo r m in g

a c h o ic e  c o lle c tio n  in itse lf. £3 ,  p o s t-fre e  a n d  re g is te r e d .

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1, S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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NEW ISSUES
The E d ito r  u/iU b e  g r a t e fu l  to  h is  r e a d e r s  i f  th ey  w il l  h e lp  h im  w ith  t h e  e a r l ie s t  p o s s ib le  in fo rm a tio n  co n cern in g  

new  iss u e s . N ew s f r o m  th e C o lo n ies in  p a rt ic u la r  w il l  b e  m uch  a p p r e c ia te d . W hen p o ss ib le , a  sp ec im en  sh o u ld  
a cco m p an y  th e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  sh o u ld  b e  a d d r e s s e d  to

EDW ARD J .  N A N K IV E U , C arn an ton , C am d en  P ark, Tun bridge W ells.

I

C r e te .— W e  qu ote  the fo llow in g  from  the M o n t h ly  
J o u r n a l :—

“  In rep ly  to  ou r  im p lied  q u e ry  in M arch as to  the 
lady represented on  the new  5 lepta stam p, a co rre 
spondent at C orfu  very  kindly sends us the fo llow in g  

inform ation : T h e  design  is that o f  
a fine antique 2 drachm as co in , o f  
the fifth century, struck at G ortyna , 
in Crete, and representin g the 
Cretan nym ph H ritomartis, hidden 
a m on g  the branches o f  an o ld  oak. 
T h is  design  was form erly  know n to 
m ythologists as sh ow in g  Europa in 
a plane tree ; but M. S ooron os  has 
dem onstrated that it is really Brito- 

martis, in his article entitled ' Britom artis, la soidisant 
Europe sur le platanc d e  G o r ty n e ’ ( B r i t o m a r t is ,  th e  
su p p o s e d  E u r o p a  i n  a  p l a n e  t r e e , o f  G o r t y n a ) ,  published 
in the R e v u e  B e i g e  d e  N u n t  is m a t iq u e ,  in 1894. O f  
course, if both  the ladies had a habit o f  roostin g  in 
trees, it is very  difficult at the present day  to  say which 
o f  them the orig inal artist intended to represent. T h e  
tree also m ight b e  eith er oak  o r  p la n e ; the lady is 
certainly quite plain and not h idden  in its branches.”

N o r w a y .— W e  are indebted  to  M essrs. W hitfie ld  
K in g  and C o . for  a set o f  the three provisiona ls fore
shadow ed in ou r  last num ber (p . 42).

As ann ounced , the three high  values w ith portrait o f  
K in g  O scar II. have been  superseded  b y  provisionals 
surcharged on  rem ainders o f  the 2 sk illin g  o f  the 
1867-8 series. T h e  kr. 1.00 is in g reen , the kr. 1.50 
in dark blue, and the kr. 2.00 in carm ine.

Kr. I.50

Provisionals.
S u r c h a r g e d  a s  ab ove on 2 s h i l l in g  o f  *567-8.

“  Kr. r.oo" in green, on 2 sk., yellow, xco,ooo 
“  Kr. 1.50" in dark blue ,, ,, 50,000
“  Kr. 2.00” in carmine ,, „  50,000

It seem s that o f  several stam ps o f  the o ld  issues 
there are large rem ainders in stock. T h e  A 'o r d is k  
F t la t c l is t i s k  T i d s k r i f t  g ives the quantities o f  re
m ainders o f  the “ sk illin g ”  series as fo llo w s :—

1863 series . . 24 skill. . . . 490,000 stamps
1867 „ . 2 ,, 2

. 2  skilling .
. 700,000 ,,

1872 „ . 410,000 ,,
»l »♦ • . 4  ». . 470,000 „
n «• • • 7  " . 470,000 ,,

T w o  hundred thousand o f  the 1867 2 sk ., yellow , have 
been taken to form  the provisional stamps just issued.

T h e first n otice  o f  the im p en d in g  ch a n ge  was the 
fo llow ing telegram  to the G l o b e : —

“ T H E  S T A M P S  O F  N O R W A Y .
“  C h r i s t i a n i a , J u n e  21 s t .

“ T h e  break -up  o f  the Scandinavian U nion will be  
com plete  on July 1st, for on  June 30th all the postage  
stamps in N orw ay bearing the portrait o f  K in g  O scar 
will be w ithdraw n from  circulation, and their place 
will be  taken b y  a new  scries o f  stamps bearing the 
Arm s o f  N orw a y ."

Messrs. W h itfie ld  K in g  and C o . tell us it is exp ected  
that the perm anent stamps o f  the three high  values 
will be  issued v ery  shortly.

As to  these la rge  slock s o f  rem ainders o f  o ld  issues 
M r. W e s to b y , in his A d h e s iv e  P o s t a g e  S t a m p s  o f  E u r o p e ,  
w rite s :—

“ In 1888 the rem ainders o f  the issues in skilling, 
as also those o f  3, 5, 10, 12, and 20 o re  o f  the issue o f  
1877, w ere  sold  to  the c h e f  d e  c a b in e t  o f  the President 
o f  the Council o f  M inisters, to be  taken as required, 
p rov id ed  that the quantity was not yearly  less than a 
certain specified  am ount. T h e y  cou ld  therefore be 
d o led  out a cco rd in g  to  the requirem ents o f  collectors, 
and the sale g a v e  rise to unfavourable criticism  at the 
tim e.”

O f  the K in g  O scar II. stamps, n ow  superseded, 
M essrs. H arrison and B u ck ley , in their excellent 
history o f  the stam ps o f  N orw fiy, published in the 
P h i l a t e l i c  R e c o r d ,  vols. x ix . and 
x x ., inform  us that they w ere 
printed b y  Petersen on paper 
waterm arked w ith a posthorn  in 
sheets o f  100, ten row s o f  10.
“ T o  p rod u ce  these stamps tw o 
printings w ere necessary. Firstly, 
the frame was printed  with the 
oval in centre blank and w ithout 
f ig u re s ; and secon d ly , the head 
o f  K in g  O scar II. was printed on  
an oval space. C on sequently  tw o  different plates w ere 
r e q u ire d ; these w ere  p rod u ced  b y  electrolysis from  
m atrices en graved  b y  K ru g er  at B erlin . A  separate 
plate was prepared  for  each o f  the three values to  
print the fram e. T h e  value in figures was engraved  
b y  hand on  each  stam p on  the p la te : thus w e  have 
100 types o f  each value, *.<•., the num erals on  every  
stam p vary in size  and  shape."

A nd, w ritin g in 1898, they add , “ M ore  than 1,000,000 
o f  each  o f  the three values w ere printed and delivered  
to  the authorities in A ugust, 1878, and to-day (1898), 
after a lapse o f  m ore  than nineteen years, these remain 
on hand.”

K r. 1.00 . . . 600,000
K r. 1.30 . . . 900; 000
K r. 2.00 . . . 800,000

E - w e n 's  W e e k ly  g ives  the num bers o f  the present- 
d a y  rem ainders o f  the K in g  O scar II. stamps as 
fo llo w s :—

K r. 1.00 . . . 340,500
K r. 1.50 . . . 827,600
K r. 2.00 .* . . 737,600

Presum ably these are still rem ainders o f  the first 
prin ting after tw enty-seven years o f  use, and i f  they 
are it is obv iou s  that the first prin ting must have been 
m ade on a m ost absurd estimate as to  the dem and for 
these high values.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Uniform Commonwealth Stamps
Official Report o f  Deputation {consisting o f  Messrs. A.

F . llasset H ull. President o f the Sydney Philatelic 
Club,' A . //. Pettifer, Vice-President o f  the C lu b ;

J .  H. Smyth, Hon. Secretary; and E , D. E . I ’an 
rr’tYWH, a member o f the Committee) which waited 
upon the Postmaster-General {theHon. Sydney Smith, 
M .P .,)a t  io a.m. on Thursday, the 4th May, 1905, 
with regard to the necessity fo r  a uniform issue o f  
postage stamps fo r  the Commonwealth.

Mr . Hrt.i.: We have come as members of the 
Sydney Philatelic Club, and as such occupying some 
standing amongst the postage stamp students through
out the Commonwealth, to, with the fullest respect, 
represent the necessity for a uniform system of postage 
stamps throughout the Commonwealth, and to venture 
certain suggestions which may be of value in dealing 
with the question. Looking as far back as September, 
1901, we find that when the Postal Hill was under con
sideration in the House of Representatives, the ques
tion of introducing a uniform postage stamp through
out the Commonwealth was referred to, and it was 
suggested during the discussion that the uniform 
stamp should be issued within six months of the 
passing of the Hill. Four years have elapsed, and so 
far nothing has been done. It is almost unnecessary 
for us to point out how important and of what com
mercial value a uniform issue of stamps would be, 
allowing of general use throughout all the States. 
There are certain disadvantages, the principal of 
which is the liability of stamps purchased in one State 
being used in other States in a larger proportion, but 
probably there would be a fairly close balance, except 
in the case of Tasmania—in the latter case the differ
ence would be due to "TattersalU* receiving large 
numbers of stamps from the other States. So far as 
the use of stamps for small remittances is concerned, 
the Eastern States would suffer, inasmuch as Western 
Australia remits more money through the post to the 
Eastern States than is remitted by those States to the 
West. As a remedy, we would suggest the abolition 
of the system of repurchasing stamps from the public 
and the issue of postal notes for smaller amounts than 
one shilling, or the issue of postal currency, similar to 
that of the United States in 1S66, payable at face value 
in any State, such currency to be for id., 2d., 3d., and 
6d., uniform in design, but to be overprinted with the 
name of State selling such currency, so that periodical 
adjustments could be made as in the case of money 
orders and postal notes. A fee of Ad. in the shilling to 
be charged on such currency. It' “  Tattersall ” con
tinues, we would suggest that he be required to make 
a return of the value of stamps received from each 
State for return of postage. Now, as an advertise
ment, the uniform postage stamp would be of great 
value to the Commonwealth. Postage stamps circulate 
throughout the whole of the world, and are the means 
of considerably advertising a country. At present 
there are six States issuing different stamps, and these 
stamps are scattered all over the world, and the aver
age person in other countries has not the faintest idea 
of there being an Australian Federation, as they get 
the impression from the stamps that the States are still 
separate. As an instance of effective advertisement, 
take the case of New Zealand. In 1896 they issued a 
very handsome series of stamps. These stamps did 
more to advertise New Zealand in foreign countries 
than all the expenditure of hundreds of thousands of 
pounds in other directions, inasmuch as these stamps 
go into the hands of people who never see a photo
graph or a pamphlet or any other advertisement, such 
as the Hon. Mr. Ward has lately told us are being 
issued by New Zealand. I may mention that it is esti

mated that there are over one million stamp collectors 
in the United States alone, and for the whole of the 
world this number might be multiplied by ten. A 
large number of these collectors will naturally inquire 
and ascertain as much as possible regarding the 
countries their stamps represent.

In 1893. the United States issued the Columbian set 
of stamps. These beautiful stamps went all over the 
world, and were a great advertisement for the United 
States, as also were the issues commemorative of the 
Buffalo and St. Louis Exhibitions. It is really a 
gigantic scheme of advertisement that reaches people 
and places that cannot be reached by any other means. 
For this purpose stamps should be handsome and 
striking in design and of superior execution. In the 
United States, small stamps are at present manufactured 
complete at a cost of 2$d. per 1,000. Large stamp> 
cost 8Ad. per t,000—including the cost of very exten
sive dies and plates, and double the quantity of paper 
and labour for a similar number of small stamps. 
Here, in Australia, the cost is from 7^d. to is. per 
1,000 for small stamps.

We desire to point out that it is necessary that the 
Department should take early steps for the issue of a 
uniform stamp if it is proposed to issue it at the end 
of the book-keeping period on the 31st December 
next. In fact, almost immediate action should be 
taken to get the dies and plates and a supply of 
stamps ready for simultaneous issue from every post 
office throughout the Commonwealth on a fixed date. 
We regret to admit the inability at the present time of 
producing effective dies locally anywhere in the 
Commonwealth, but the printing could be performed 
either at Sydney or Melbourne; the Government 
Printing Office at Sydney is provided with the very 
latest American machines. It would be necessary, 
however, to import an expert printer. We may 
mention that India imports all her stamps ready 
printed by De La Rue and Company, of London, 
contractors for the British Government. Canada 
engraves and prints her own stamps, but she has a 
branch of the American Bank Note Company, where 
all of the very finest work possible can be turned out.

(Specimens of the New Zealand id. universal stamp 
—of the uniform gd. stamp issued in the Common
wealth—and of a fiscal stamp used in Western Australia 
were submitted for inspection.)

I think these specimens speak for themselves. The 
9d. stamp is a crude and coarsely engraved production. 
The New Zealand stamp is designed by one of the 
foremost artists in England, and is now printed from 
steel plates in New Zealand. In execution and design 
it leaves little to be desired.

In September, 1904, at the request of the Secretary 
to the Post Office Department, we submitted certain 
suggestions; these were published in The Australian 
Philatelist. There were a great many other sug
gestions beyond what have been mentioned just now ; 
perhaps they might be referred to.

Mr . S m ith  : I have seen them.
M r . V an W ee n en  : I do not know that I can add 

much to what has been represented by Mr. Hull. The 
desire is to impress the necessity of having a uniform 
stamp as early as possible. We think the stamps 
should be illustrative of Australia and of its pro
ductions. For instance, there has never been any 
stamp issued illustrative of this great wool-producing 
country, which could be well illustrated by the sheep. 
As regards the production of the stamps, from what 
I have seen at the Government Printing Office here, 
the work'is far away above that in the other States. 
Of the specimen stamps submitted, the New Zealand 
stamp, it will be seen, is much more artistic than the 
Australian production.
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M r . P e t t i f f .r  added that philatelists were con

versant with every means of printing and producing 
stamps, they had a knowledge of stamp matters which 
did not altogether come within the functions of postal 
authorities, and that the services of stamp collectors, 
more especially of the Sydney Philatelic Club, were 
always at the disposal of the Postmaster-General. 
Philatelists wished finality in regard to this matter, 
and hoped that the Postmaster-General would take 
every means of carrying their wishes into effect.

Mr . S m y t h  referred to the chaotic state of affairs 
which at present exists, and while not concerned in 
postal administration, commented on the want of uni
formity which at present is the case, there being 
values of stamps in some States which are not in 
others. He said that stamp collectors desired to be a 
help rather than a hindrance to the postal authorities, 
and that while better work might be produced abroad, 
he would prefer to see as much as possible done in this 
country, even if it were not up to the standard of ex

cellence which might be desired. He added that the 
use of State stamps at present is misleading, and that 
many people abroad hardly know there is such a nation 
as the Australian Commonwealth.

M r . S mith : I am very pleased in having an oppor
tunity of meeting representatives of your Society, and 
I have no doubt that the information which has and 
can be given will be of value, and will help us in deal
ing with the question. This is no new matter. It has 
already been considered by other governments, and 
is under the consideration of the present Government, 
but there are certain financial difficulties in the way. 
I realise the importance of the subject and the great 
convenience it would be to have a stamp that could 
be utilised in any part of Australia, and you can rest 
assured that the matter is receiving every considera
tion. There are no two opinions as to the necessity 
for a uniform stamp being issued as early as possible ; 
the only difficulty is as to the best way of bringing it 
about.—The Australian Philatelist.

THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

CHAPTER XV

I/ow Jo h n  is on the verge o f  discovering that he is 
hoist with his own petard

JOHN rose at daybreak next morning. He had not 
been able to close his eyes all night, and now, as 
the light began to steal through the curtains of his 

room, he could not stay a minute longer in bed. Then 
he reflected on the means he must adopt to cause his 
false Brahmapootra stamp to fall, in the simplest 
manner possible, into Miss Betty's hands, and to make 
her, when once she had it in her possession, start off 
immediately for New York. So he went down to the 
hotel office to learn the date of the departure of the 
next steamer.

“ To-morrow, Saturday,” they told him.
There was not a moment to lose. I f Miss Hetty was 

to go by this, she must catch the steamer train that 
very evening at the Gare .Saint-Lazare. On the other 
hand, it would not do to hurry her too much for fear 
of suggesting dangerous suspicions to the little 
American.

“ The transatlantic train starts at ten o'clock this 
evening,” thought John. “  1 will not go to the Hotel 
Bristol till towards the dinner-hour. I will tell Vic
toria a nice little story in as few words as possible, 
and she will Immediately go and repeat it to her 
mistress, who, if she does not wish to miss the boat— 
and, after what she will have heard, she will be very 
anxious not to miss it—will only just have time to strap 
up her trunks and rush to the station without losing a 
moment.”

This decision once taken, John felt more at his ease. 
He helped his master to dress, and then, when he had 
gone out, strolled off for a walk himself, for it was a 
magnificent spring morning. The first persons whom 
John saw in the street were the two spies, who had 
kept watch on him since the evening before, thanks to 
the good Victoria. H< had no difficulty in recognis
ing them, and immediately greeted them with an 
amicable “ Good morning," accompanied by an ironi
cal smile. M. Picquoiseau’s agents, taken by surprise, 
pretended not to have seen him and turned away their 
heads, while John profited by this momentary in
attention to jump into an omnibus, “ Gare Saint-

I.axare—Place Saint-Michel," which was passing with
in two steps of him ; and as the heavy vehicle carried 
him away, he cared not in what direction, the astute 
American could see the two individuals still standing 
there, but glancing hopelessly from right to left, no 
doubt asking themselves if the “ client" whom they 
had been set to shadow had llown away or dropped 
down into one of the city sewers. John had outwitted 
the two Argus-eyed ones, but he thought it prudent 
not to leave the omnibus in which he had taken shelter 
until it arrived at the Place de 1‘Opera, where he de
scended, well assured that for that day at least he had 
disposed of the followers with whom Miss Hetty Scott, 
in order to paralyse his efforts, had endowed his noble 
person.

Then he entered a restaurant for some lunch, and, 
this duty accomplished, he took a fiacre and drove to 
the Jardin d'Acclimatation, which he had not yet seen, 
and which he particularly wished to see before his 
departure from Paris. There he spent a charming 
afternoon. The parrots, monkeys, stags, antelopes, 
elephants, gazelles, kangaroos, zebras, camels, drome
daries, giraffes—all the animals represented there, in 
fact, whether by one specimen or by many, received 
a visit from him in turn ; and so the time passed with
out John observing its rapid flight. However, it 
occurred to him at last to look at his watch.

“ Good gracious!" he cried. “ Five minutes to 
s ix ; I have only just time to drive to the Hotel 
Bristol! ”

And he set off at once, rejoicing in his well-spent 
day, and more delighted still at the thought of the 
superb trick he was about to play on his friend Vic
toria. She, on her part, had been very careful not to 
tell Miss Betty what had happened the evening before 
on the Stamp Bourse, for fear she should receive a 
scolding for not having managed the business better.

It was exactly twenty minutes to seven when he 
arrived at the hotel in the Place Vendome where his 
master’s rival was staying. In the vestibule he was 
met by the worthy M. Pavilly.

“  Monsieur wishes-----? "  said he.
“ To see Miss Victoria Crockett, Miss Scott's maid. 

I must speak to her at once.”
“ She has just this minute come in. You will find 

her in their rooms on the first floor.”
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John mourned the stair*, four step*: at a time, and 

soon found himself in Miss Scott's apartments, the 
door of which was opened by Victoria herself.

“ Oh, is it you, Joh n?" she cried at sight of her 
friend. “ How good of you to come to see me! You 
can come in : I am quite alone.”

“ Miss Scott is not in then?”
“  No. she has not come back vet. She spends the 

whole day exploring the neighbourhood of Paris, and 
sometimes doesn't get back till quite late.”

“  Oh, bother i t ! ”
** Do you mind?”
“ Just a little.”
“ Why?”
“  Look here!—Hut I must tell you first of all this is 

a very serious matter.”
“ Oh, dear! You do frighten me! Has Mr. Keniss__
“  Mr. Keniss has nothing to do with the matter. It 

is entirely between you and me.”
“  Do explain yourself.”
“ Guess, first, what has brought me here."

JOHN* LOWERED HIS VOICE

“ How can I possibly guess? I am not a thought- 
reader.”

“ Well, I will tell you then. It is remorse.”
“ Remorse?”
“  Yes : for the way in which I spoke to you yester

day at the Terminus Hotel.”
“ Oh! Then you admit you were a little too hasty?”
“ Indeed I do, and I regret it deeply. Rut don’t let 

us say anything more about that. Tell me, Victoria, 
you woultl like us to get married ? "

“  How can you ask such a thing?"
“  I am right, then, in saying you would like it to be 

as soon as possible ? ”
“ Oh, yes! At once; immediately."
“ Oh, no! That is too soon. It’s no good thinking 

of that.”
“  So much the worse."
“  The only thing we can do is to fix the date of the 

ceremony as early as possible."
“ But how can w e?"
“ Ah, that is my secret! I will tell you. however, 

for I want to make you forget how I parted from you 
yesterday." And John, lowering his voice and look

ing round as if he feared to be overheard, continued, 
“  You are quite sure Miss Hetty has not returned ? " 

“ Quite; because this is the only door she could 
come in by. But why all this mystery?”

“  Because I have a most grave revelation to make.” 
Frightened at the very mysterious tone which her 

friend John had assumed during the last few minutes, 
the prudent Victoria drew back a step or two in spite 
of herself.

“  Have you assassinated someone?" she cried.
“  Oh, no! calm yourself! not y e t! ”
“  Not y e t !”
There was silence for a few seconds before John 

continued in a very low voice—
“  1 know how you missed getting that forged Brah

mapootra stamp yesterday. For it was bad, as bad as 
could be, and my master was had for his two hundred 
dollars. But my time has not been wasted, for Miss 
Betty set her spies upon me a little too late. In fact,
I have the real, true, and authentic stamp myself, and 
Mr. Keniss knows nothing about it.”

“  W hat! what! "  cried Victoria.
“  Yes, my dear, I have it, and here is the proof.” 

And he opened his watch-case and exhibited the stamp 
which his master had given him.

“  But," said Victoria a little defiantly, “ how do you 
prove it is the right one?”

“ Oh, there is quite a history attached to it, but it 
would take loo long to tell you.”

“  But then-----”
“ It is enough for you to know that, profiting by my 

freedom of action and without saying anything to 
Mr. Keniss, I had undertaken researches on my own 
account. By an unlooked-for chance I just happened 
to get on the right scent. I was passing along the 
Place de I’Opera the other day when an old gentleman 
suddenly fell under a carriage in front of me. 1 threw 
myself upon him and dragged him up, happily un
hurt. * Who are you ? ’ he asked, after thanking me. 
‘ John Cockburn,’ I returned modestly. ‘ Very good. 
Here is my card ; come and sec me to-morrow morn
ing at the Grand Hotel, where I am staying, and I 
shall be happy to show my gratitude by doing any
thing in my power for you.’ I took the card anti read 
the name, and what was my stupefaction, joy, and 
delight to discover that I had just saved the life of the 
chief cook of the Maharajah of Brahmapootra!”

“  Get along with you."
“ It’s quite true, Victoria. The next morning I 

hurried off to the Grand Hotel without saying any
thing of the adventure to Mr. Keniss, and was intro
duced, with all the honours due to my rank, to the 
Indian whose carcass I had had the unlooked-for 
honour of preserving. ‘ In what way can I recom
pense you ? ’ said he. 4 Give me a stamp that belongs 
to your master, and that I want badly for my collec
tion,’ replied I. * I will see if I can get it for you,’ 
said he. ‘ The Maharajah will arrive in two days’ time, 
so you can come again three days hence, and if he has 
the stamp I will ask him for it, and as he cannot refuse 
his cook .anything he will be sure to give it me, and 1 
will hand it on to you in payment of the debt of 
gratitude I owe you.* So three days afterwards I re
turned to the Grand Hotel and came into possession 
of the stamp that Miss Betty Scott and Mr. William 
Keniss are both so anxiously seeking, and which they 
might search for to the end of their days if I didn't 
make up my mind to give it to one or the other of the 
two rivals.”

I
{To be continued.)

A  S P L E N D I D  S T A R T . T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T .
Packet No. 67, 1,000 varieties. This packet contains 1,000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, embracing as it does scores of scarce 
varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered. 

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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News from Mysore
Bangalore, J u n e  i6M, 1905. 

The Stam ps of Gwalior

A I'F.w weeks ago I mentioned that Gwalior would be 
“ simplified" in my next letter. Unfortunately, Gwa
lior has rarities at which the beginner will have to 
“ look and long,” as they very seldom come his way. 
In the tirst place the rare issue of 1885 is listed in three 
divisions in the standard Catalogue, but the advanced 
collector, or even the specialist, will be lucky indeed 
to possess Nos. 1-19  complete. The three divisions 
depend on the space between the two lines of the 
overprint, and also in the length of the Hindi inscrip
tion. Apparently the guardian angel of Philately 
interfered and would not allow complete sets of each 
variety, but the t, and 2 annas exist in all three sets. 
The varieties o f  the length of the Hindi inscription 
exist on the same sheet, and are not, therefore, distinct 
issues. The rarity is the annas with the long over
print, but the 6 annas, 8 annas, and 1 rupee of both 
varieties arc rare stamps.

Omitting the space and length varieties this issue 
stands thus:—

(1)  ̂anna, green.
(2) 1 ,, brown-purple.
(3) 1  ̂ .annas, sepia.
(4) 2 ,, blue.
(5) 4 ,, green.
(6) 6 ,, bistre.
(7) 8 ,, mauve.
(8) 1 rupee, grey.

The Red Surcharge

Later in 1885 a red surcharge came out with the 
English and Hindi inscriptions close together, but 
here again there are two lengths of the Hindi over
print, the longer variety being again the rarer. There 
were only four values.

(9) £ anna, green.
(to) 2 annas, blue.
(11) 4 „  green.
( 12) t rupee, grey.

The Third Issue
At the end of 1885 the entire series of British-Indian 

stamps appeared with a similar overprint, but in black. 
In this case, however, the short inscription is much 
rarer than the long, with the exception of the 9 pics 
value. The specialist likes to get these stamps in 
pairs, showing the two varieties side by side, but he is 
very lucky indeed to show half of the number in this 
condition. The r r., bicoloured, and the 2, 3, and 
5 rupees exist with the long surcharge only, and the 
8 annas with the short surcharge is only found in the 
old shade—d u l l  mauve. The young collector need 
not bother about the length of an overprint in an out
landish character, which he will probably never read 
unless fate decrees that one day he will write the 
mystic letters “  I.C .S.” after his name. So Nos. 28 to 
71 of Stanley Gibbons Catalogue become :—

1885-1902.
(*3) 3 pics, carmine.
( '4 ) 4  .. g e y .
(15) A anna, green.
(16) $ ,, pea-green.
(17) 9 pies, carmine.
(18) 1 anna, brown-purple.
(19) 1 ,, carmine.

(20) Ut annas, sepia.
(21) 2’ blue.
(22) 2 ,1 violet.
(24) 2 h ,, green.
(24' 2 .\ ,, blue.
(25) 3 ,, orange.
(26) 4 .> olive-green.
(27) 6 ,, bistre-brown.
(2K) 8 mauve.
(29) 12 ,, brown on red.
(40) I M grey.
(30 t , , carmine and green.
(32) 2 ,, yellow-brown and carmine.
(44) 3 green and brown.
(34) 5 ’ » violet and ultramarine.

It is absolutely necessary to have specimens of the 
h a., green, and £ a., pea-green, as these are as distinct 
issues as the 3 pies, carmine, and 3 pies, grey. They 
were o r d e r e d  in the new colour, but it is not necessary 
for the beginner to bother about the 8 annas, dull 
mauve, and 8 annas, aniline mauve, as they were not 
specially indented for in different colours.

The errors g w a l i c r  for g w a u o r  are of second
ary interest to all but the specialist. There is one 
error, however, which must go into the simplified list, 
i .e . the inverted overprint.

(35) 3 pies, carmine.

The Service Stamps
The Service stamps will puzzle the beginner, a« 

they do not bear any English overprint. There are 
eleven errors which may be comfortably ignored until 
all the normal stamps have been obtained. The list 
of normal stamps stands:—

1895-1902.
(36) 3 pies, carmine.
(.47) 4 .. grey.
(38) h anna, green.
(49) 5 .. pea-green.
(40) i ,, purple-brown.
(41) t ,, carmine.
(42) 2 annas, blue.
(43) 2 ,, violet.
(44) 4 ,, olive-green.
(45) 8 ,, mauve.
(46) 1 rupee, carmine and green.

The above list contains alt the Gwalior stamps of the 
Queen series which are of primary importance, and 
contains only forty-six stamps in place of the tot given 
in the Catalogue.

Th e Indian 6 annas 8 pies Stam p of 1866-7

I recently called attention to the comparative rarity 
of this stamp. A contemporary ( E .  If’.S . A7.), on dis
cussing this stamp, states that very few people seem 
to require it, and questions whether the advance in 
price in the new Catalogue is justified. Of course it 
is no use pricing a stamp that nobody wants at a pro
hibitive price, but the question is, “  Why do collectors 
not want it?" and I am quite sure that the reason, in 
many instances, is not that they already possess a fine 
copy. Here is a little piece of advice to all collectors, 
beginners or otherwise—See that you have a really 
good specimen of this stamp before the price rises 
again, and if you are doubting the soundness of this 
advice make a round of the dealers and see how many 
good specimens you can find.

E. W. W eth erell.
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
London Philatelic Society

President: H.R.H. The Prince of Woles.
Hon. Sec.: J. A. Tilleard, 10, Grncechurch Street, E.C.
Meeting* : 4, Southampton Row, W. Alternate Fridays at 7.45.
Annual Subscription : Town, £ 2  2s : Country, £1 Is.

T h e  fifteenth meeting of the season 1004-5 was held at 
4, Southampton Row, W .C., on Friday the 12th May, 
1905, at 7.45 p.m.

Members present: E. D. Bacon, Herbert R. Old
field, R. B. Yardley, Kdward J .  Nankivell, T. Maycock, 
A. W. Maclean, L. \V. Fulcher, A. J . Warren, A, D. 
Ferguson, A. Bagshawe, W. Corfield, Franz Reichen- 
heini, J . A. Tilleard, and B. I). Knox.

The chair was taken by Mr. E. I). Bacon, and the 
minutes of the meeting "held on the 281)1 April were 
read and signed as correct. The Honorary Secretary 
announced that he had received from the Scott Stamp 
and Coin Company a pamphlet upon the stamps of 
Panama by Mr. J. N. Luff, and the Honorary Libra
rian was directed to acknowledge receipt with thanks 
in the usual way.

The members then proceeded to the election of Mr. 
Albert Xaish, proposed by Mr. L. I.. K. Hausburg 
and seconded by the Honorary Secretary, who after 
ballot was declared duly elected a member of the 
Society.

Mr. Yardley then read further notes upon the stamps 
of the first British occupation of the Transvaal, and 
gave a display of stamps illustrating the various points 
indicated by him.

The notes related mainly to the various settings of 
the surcharges, which had been most carefully worked 
out by Mr. Yardley.

A vote of thanks to him for his notes and display 
was moved by Mr. Fulcher, seconded by Mr. Bacon, 
and carried unanimously, and the proceedings shortly 
afterwards terminated.

T h e  sixteenth meeting of the season 1904- 5, being 
the annual general meeting of the Society, was held 
at 4, Southampton Row, W .C., on Friday the 26th 
May, 1905, at 7.45 p.m.

Members present: Robert Ehrenbach, Herbert R. 
Oldfield, Thomas William Hall, Percy de Worms, 
Rudolph Frentzel, A. W. Maclean, W. Schwabacher,
T. Maycock, Arthur W. Chambers, A. C. Emerson, 
Douglas Ellis, B. D. Knox, A. Bagshawe, W, Corfield,
L. W. Fulcher, C. Neville Biggs, Franz Reichenheim, 
and J. A. Tilleard.

In the absence of the Vice-President and the 
Honorary Vice-President, the chair was taken by Mr. 
Robert Ehrenbach, and the minutes of the meeting 
held on the 12th May were read and signed as correct.

A letter was read from Mr. Bacon intimating that 
his health had suffered from overwork, and that con
sequently he was unable to attend, and the intimation 
was received with great regret.

It was resolved that the meetings for the season 
1905-6 should be held at 4, Southampton Row, and 
that the same should commence on the 13th October 
next.

It was also resolved, on the motion of Mr. Hall, 
seconded by Mr. Fulcher, that the annual dinner 
should be held on the 12th October at the Imperial 
Restaurant, Regent Street, if a suitable room could 
be obtained for that evening, and that the arrange
ments should be left in the hands of the Dinner 
Committee, consisting of Messrs. Biggs, Ehrenbach, 
Oldfield, and Wickham Jones.

The Hon. Secretary then proceeded to read his 
report on the work of the Society for the past year, 
and Mr. Hall moved, and Mr. H. R. Oldfield seconded, 
a resolution to the effect that the report be received

and published in the London Philatelist in the usual 
way, and that a sincere vote of thanks be accorded to 
the Hon. Secretary for the able manner in which such 
report had been prepared by him. The resolution 
was carried new. con.

Mr. Chambers then presented the report of himself 
and his co-Auditor, Mr. Maycock, with summaries ot 
the accounts, and on the motion of Mr. Fulcher, 
seconded by Mr. Reichenheim, and carried unani
mously, the same were received and adopted, and a 
vote of thanks accorded to the Auditors and to the 
Hon. Treasurer for their services.

The members then proceeded to the election ol 
officers for the ensuing year, with the following re
sult :—President: H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, K.G.; 
Vice-President: The Karl of Crawford and Balcarres,
K. T .; Hon. Secretary : J .  A.Tilleard ; Hon.Treasurer: 
C. N. Higgs; Hon.Assistant-Secretary: II.R.Oldfield; 
Hon. Librarian : L. W. Fulcher: Members of Council:
E. D. Bacon, M. P. Castle, J.i». (Hon. Vice-President), 
C. J . Daun, R. Ehrenbach, T . W. Hall, L. L. R. 
Hausburg, C. E. McNaughtan, F. Reichenheim, R. B. 
Yardley.

Herts Philatelic Society
President ;  F . Reichenheim, E s q .
Secretary: H. A. Slade, Esq., “ Nine-Fields, ” St. Albans. 
Meetings ; 4, Southampton Row, W.C., Third Tuesdays. 
Subscription: 5s. annually.

M e m b e r s  of and others interested in the above Society 
are requested to kindly note the recent alteration in 
the place of meeting, and also in the Secretary's 
address, which are henceforth as above. A promising 
programme is being prepared for next season, and 
names of new members have already been received 
for election at the first meeting in October next.

T h e Junior Philatelic Society
President: Fred J. Melville.
Secretary; H. F. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, Clapham 

Road, S. W.
Meetings: Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C.
Annual Subscription : Is. 6d.

At the June monthly meeting of the General Com
mittee of the Junior Philatelic Society the following 
new members were elected. In view of the number 
of applications still being received, the Committee has 
decided to accept subscriptions now at the annual rate 
of is. 6d. for the ensuing fifteen months till October,
1906.

The new members are : Thomas L, Gray, Stockwcll;
F. Brewer, Saxmundham; F. J. A. Hall, Peterboro', 
Canada 5 Edward R. Elliott, Towcester ; Master W. J. 
Hartley, Dublin: E. J .  Lewis, Forest Hill, S .E .; 
I’ercy Mercer, Edinburgh; Leon de Raay, Amsterdam ; 
J ,  H. Andrews, New York ; the Rev. A. L. Sharpe, 
Shizuoka, Japan; H. F. B. Brett-Smith, Uttoxeter;
L. Bristow, Stratford-on-Avon ; G. A. Foster, Ponders 
End; Vivian Miles, Swindon; B. A. M. Cooper, 
Bournemouth ; Rev. R. W. Menzie, Barbados, \V. 1. ;  
W. E. Imeson, Mitcham; Miss E. M. Webb, Little- 
hampton.

Durban and District Society
President: J. Wallace-Bradley.
Secretary : A. Quttesden, 25, Castle Arcade, Durban,
Meetings : 25, Caetle Arcade, Durban.
Annual Subscription : Seniors, St. ;  Juniors, 2s. 6d.

A m e e t i n g  of the above Society was hekUearly in June 
at their rooms, 25, Castle Arcade. The attendance, 
as a result of the notice convening the meeting, 
gives good promise for the future prosperity and use-
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fulness o f  the S o cie ty . M r. J .  W a lla cc -B ra d le y  was 
elected chairm an, and his rem arks enlighten ed all 
present as to the benefits to be derived  b y  m em bers 
of a philatelic so ciety . T h e  objects o f the S o cie ty  
were the stu d y o f  m atters appertainin g to Philately  
(or stamp collectin g), the d raw in g  together o f  local 
collectors, and the intercom m unication with philatelists 
in South A frica  an d  ab road , the detection and pre
vention o f fo rg e rie s  and fraud, and the en cou rage
ment o f  non-collectors to  becom e am ateurs o f Philately. 
Rules w ere discussed, and interesting debates followed. 
Th e basis o f  the S o c ie ty 's  ex ch an ge provid ed a long  
argum ent, but, in the end, Stan ley G ib b o n s C atalogu e  
was decided on as the standard for all exch an ges. A  
disquisition b y  the S e cre ta ry, M r. A . G uttesen, on 
Philately, its m eaning and ad vantages, w as extrem ely  
interesting, an d he pointed out w h y  stam p collectin g  
should be the forem ost h obby, it b ein g  the most 
interesting and edu cative o f  pastim es. A s  an invest
ment it was secon d to none. H e instanced one occasion  
where tw opence w as paid fo r a  M auritius “ Post O ffice”  
stamp in 18 4 7 : it w as sold fo r ,£ 1 ,4 5 0  in 1904. A gain , 
one penny stam p and one tw open n y stam p o f the 

j same bsue, after th ey had done their duty on letters, 
j were sold in 1897 for the enorm ous sum o f ;£  1,920,
I and several other stam ps that cost on ly one penny  

were now worth hundreds o f pounds. T h e se  are a  
| few of the g o o d  investm ents in p ostage stamps.

In the rules o f  the S o cie ty  the main feature seem s 
the m oderate m em bership subscription, nam ely, 5s. 
p e r  annum for senior m em bers, and 2s. 6d. p e r  annum  
for ju n ior philatelists. I.ad y m em bers are ex em p t from  
subscription.

T h e  Se cre ta ry  then announced that he w as prepared  
to acce p t subscriptions from and g iv e  b ook s o f  rules 
to those desirous o f  jo in in g  the S o cie ty , ad d in g  that 
the n ext m eeting w ould be held at the room s o f the 
S o c ie ty  on T u esd ay, Ju n e  20th, at 7 .3 0  p .m ., w hen all 
interested in P hilately are  invited to attend.

Johannesburg Philatelic Society
A  m e e t i n g  o f the Philatelic S o c ie ty  w as held on 
T u e s d a y  the 21st M arch , at the M asonic T em p le, 
Plein Street. M r. \ V . N eu b u rger occu p ied  the chair, 
and there w ere present eleven m em bers an d seven  
visitors. Several letters from correspondents w ere  
read. M r. A . C oh en presented 5 5 0  stam ps to the 
S o c ie ty 's  collection to the value o f £ 9 .  M r. N eu b u rger  
m oved a  vote o f  thanks to the donor, w hich w as passed  
unanim ously. M r. A .  J .  C oh en g a v e  an excellent 
d isplay o f a nearly com plete collection o f  South  
A m erican  issues, for w hich a vote o f thanks w as  
acco rd ed  him. A  small auction then took place, which  
resulted in a  small sum  b ein g  realised on b eh alf o f the 
S o ciety .

63

I THE STAMP MARKET
By A N  O D D  L O T

! Auctions
S o m e  notable stam ps w ere included in M essrs. Puttick  
and Sim pson's sale on the 27th and 28th Ju n e , 1905. 
The youn g collector m ay never hope to include great  
rarities in his collection, but he is nevertheless inter
ested in readin g about the prices that such stamps 
fetch in public sales, so I append a few :—

Bulgaria, 1882, 5  st., rose, error o f colour, £  s. d.
unused, in m int state . . . . 9 0 0

Great Britain, 1876, 4d., deep vermilion, 
plate 16, v e r y  few  copies known to exist, 
a little h eavily  cancelled . . . 70 o o

j  Ditto, 18 8 2-3, £ 1 ' brow n-lilac on blued
paper, unused, slightly creased and soiled 20 10 o 

Servia, 1866, 2 paras, green  on rose, error of
colour, u n u s e d .................................7 15 o

Cape o f G o o d  H ope, 18 6 1, w oodblocks, id ., 
scarlet, a b lock o f three and a single, 
used togeth er on entire original . . 29  8  o

Gambia, 1880, w m k . C C ,  2d ., rose, com plete
unused sheet of fifteen . . . . 2 5 0

Northern N igeria , 1900, Q ueen’s  H eads, Ad.
to tos., com plete, unused . . . 3 7 6

Southern N ig e ria , 19 0 3-4 , K in g ’s H ead,
single C A ,  unused . . . . 3  to o

Greece
C o m in g  to G re e c e  in our conversation about the prices 
to be found in the n ew  G ibbon s, P art I I ., I find that 
the reviser has passed v e r y  ligh tly o ver most o f  the 
issues of this co u n try. In the Paris prints o f  the first 
issue the 1 1., d eep  chocolate on cream , unused, has 
been raised from  10s. to 15 s., and in the 18 6 2 -70  series 
the 10 I., o ran ge on blue, unused, has been dropped  
from 35s. to 30s.

Hawaii
Pa s s in g  o ver the specialist rarities, I note that the 
1 dol., unused, o f  18 8 3 -5  series has been raised from  
40SJ to 50s.

H ayti
T h e  prices o f unused copies o f  the stam ps o f  the first 
issue of this republic seem to be as ch an geable as the 
G overn m ent.

i8 8 t. Im perf. *897
x. d.

i 8m
s. d.

1900
x. d.

1902
s. d.

1903
s. ti.

1904
x. d.

1905
X. d.

1 c . ,  verm ilion . 0 9 I 0 I O I O 1 0 0  6 0  6
2  c . ,  purple 1 0 l 0 t 3 1 5 1 3 0 9 0 9
3  c .,  bistre 1 6 1 6 1 6 1 6 1 6 1 0 1 0
5  c ., green 2 6 3 * 4 0 — — 5  0 7 6
7 c . ,  blue . 2 0 3  0 2 6 2 6 2 6 1 6 1 6

20 c .,  brow n 7 * 7 6 »5 ° 20 0 20 0 16 0 20 0

T h e  20 c . o f  1882, unused, has been raised from  
6s. to  8s.

Holland
T h e  1 5  c ., im perf., o f 18 52 has been raised from  12s. to 
15s. A ll three values, unused, o f  the 1864 issue have  
g o n e  up in p r ic e : the 5  c. from  4s. to 5 s ., 10  c . from  
8s. to 1 0 s .; and the 1 5  c . from 18s. to 20s. T h e  2  g .  
50  c .  o f  18 9 1-7 , unused, has been dropped from 15s. 
to 1 2 s . ; but used copies have been raised from 3s. to 
4s., and used copies o f  the 5  g .  h are  been dropped  
from  7s. 6d. to 6s.

Dutch Indies
T h e  10 c . o f  1864, im perf., unused, has been raised  
from  12s. to 15 s., an d the sam e stam p o f the follow ing  
ye a r, perforated, unused, has g o n e  up from  12s. 6d. 
to 15s.

Sic ily
D e s p it e  the attention w hich has o f  late been g ive n  to  
the stam ps o f  S ic ily , consequent on the co u n try  b ein g  
specialised b y  leading philatelists and the publication  
o f D r. Diena’s fine w o rk , there is but one important 
ch an g e o f prices, an d that is in the 50 g r . ,  w hich has 
been raised from 10s. unused, and 50 s. used, to 15s. 
and 60s.
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS .
4

F. J .  M. (Brixton).—It is curious that we should have 
included in our Answers to Correspondents on page 
i6 a reply under the initials “  F. J .  M.” and “  Brix- 
lon,” which, though the initials and place of residence 
of Mr. Melville, referred to quite another collector. 
Mr. Melville writes:—

“ On account of the similarity of the initials and 
♦ address in the answer to ‘ F. J .  M. (Brixton)’ in your 
columns, a number of my correspondents and ac
quaintances have mistaken me for your inquirer. May 
1 ask, therefore, that you will be good enough to state 
your correspondent was not myself, and that I never 
applied the term ‘ Little Moguls* to my good friends 
the juniors, consequently I cannot supply the defini
tion of the term which I am being asked for?**

J. H. B. (Battersea).—Your description is not suffi
cient to enable us to identify the stamps you inquire 
about. But you can help yourself by turning them up 
in the Catalogue.

L. B. (Stratford-on-Avon).—What is known as the I 
open “ 5 ” in the July, 1899, issue of Gibraltar, is a £ 
variety that occurs in 5 c., 25 c., 50 c., and 75 c . ; the  ̂
small “ l ” occurs only in the 25 c. on 2d. and 2^d., and ;• 
the broken “ N ” on the same values. We have in our 
collection a horizontal strip of three of the 25 c. on 
2d.; the centre stamp has the variety open “ 5 ” and 
also the short ** 1.”

B. R. (Wandsworth).—We believe dealers are asking 
the same price for both 6d.« lilac and mauve and lilac 
and carmine, of the 1887-94 series of Lagos. No one 
seems to be able to say yet which is the scarcer. The 
variety is a recent discovery, so far as the general 
philatelic public is concerned; but, in common with 
other specialists, we have had the two varieties in our 
collection for some years. As we have the mauve 
with the control number of the first printing, we are 
enabled to say that the lilac and carmine is the later 
printing, and, therefore, should be the commoner of 
the two. !

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—We regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I., all told. By 
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers’ price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ;
G. Genuine; G.F. Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

R. Reprint; W. Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of tos. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of Vol. I. of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at rs. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—We wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous” page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—We wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

7 H E  K I N G ' S  O W N  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .
This Album has been specially designed for those collectors who either commence a collection with the 

Postage Stamps of King Edward V II,, or who collect these stamps as a supplement to a General Collection. 
The King's Own Album contains 100 pages of heavy white plate paper outlined with a neat border of neutral 
grey, with quadrille background inside the grey border, and name space at the top of each page. Exact size 
of leaves from the outer edge, t| x 9| ; available for mounting stamps, 6£x8I. The title-page is printed in the 
Royal Colours, with the King’s Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with 
the Official Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold on cover. Post-free, 8s.; abroad, 8s. 9d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.

Printed by W . B rendon  &  S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C.
33 Ju ly, 1905.
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V o l . II.

THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By E D W A R D  J .  N A N K I V E L L

Angra

A,Z o r e s ,  o r V e s t ."  i triorc**! 7 JfEt+euiu

s | i S .  M ig u e l

A T L A y  T I  c\ 0  C E  A  y  

Madeira.

CSfri

------- --------------J 'lt r o t  n i*

C d u a  i» ie  5
M e a n  Tenerife

La,
l f-'̂ ktiA-tSy 'J .

ZIAi^ Y k.̂

N r > ^  v  ^

A NGRA is a strongly fortified seaport, 
1  *  and is the capital of the archipelago 
of the Azores. It is situated at the head 
of a deep bay on the south coast of the 
island of Terceira. It is a station for 
ships en route between Portugal and 
Brazil and the East Indies. It is the 
seat of a bishop, is said to be well

built but dirty, and is credited with live 
churches.

The population is stated to be io,ooo, 
of whom many are Jews. A considerable 
trade is done in exports of wine, fiax, and 
cheese.

The lull name of the town is Angra do 
Heroismo, the words “ do heroismo” being



66 GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY
added as a compliment to its citizens for 
their loyal conduct in the struggle against 
Don Miguel in 1830-2.

The Greville Memoirs contain the follow
ing reference to this matter :—

“  In December, 1828, an expedition, 
consisting of 652 Portuguese refugees of 
the party of the Queen, sailed from 
England for Terceira in four vessels, 
under the command of Count Saldanha. 
Terceira held for the Queen, and arms 
and ammunition had previously been sent 
them from England. The British Govern
ment ordered Captain Walpole, of the 
Ranger, to stop this expedition off Ter
ceira, which he did by firing a gun into 
Saldanha’s ship. The ground taken by 
the Duke of Wellington in defence of this 
measure was his resolution to maintain 
the neutrality of England between the 
two parties then contending for the crown 
of Portugal ; but the proceeding was 
vehemently attacked in Parliament and 
elsewhere.”

Its Philatelic History
It seems strange that the capital of the 

Azores should have a series of postage 
stamps to itself apart from the general 
stamps of the Azores. But the explanation 
lies in the fact that the Azores are divided 
into three administrative districts, viz. 
Ponta Delgada, Angra do Heroismo, and 
Horta.

It has had only two sets of stamps : 
the first in 1892, with portrait of Dom 
Carlos, of the then colonial type, and the 
second in 1897-8 with later portrait of 
Dom Carlos.

1892. Design portrait of Dom Carlos 
in current colonial type.

Per/.

5 reis yellow .

Unused. 
S. if,

• 0 9

Used.
s. d. 
O 1

10 ,, mauve . . 0 3 —

15 1. red-brown . 0 9 —

20 ,, lavender. . 0 6 —

25 .. dark green . 0 6 0 6
75 1. rose . 0 9 1 0
80 „ pale green . t 0 —

100 ,, brown on yellow . ! 0 0 9
>5°  » carmine on rose . 2 0 —
200 ,, blue on blue , . 2 0 —
300 „ blue on brown . • 3 0 —

1897-8. Design later portrait of Dom 
Carlos in current general colonial type. 
The name and figures of value in black 
on all values except the 500 r., on which 
they are in carmine.

Per/.
Unus«l. Used.
s. if. s. if.

2\  reis grey 0 t 0 I
5 orange-red 0 1 0 I

10 „ green . 0 t
>5 ». chocolate 0 3 0 2
•5 M deep green 0 3 0 2
20 ,, deep lilac 0 2
25 1' blue-green 0 4 0 I
25 .. carmine . 0 2
50 »» blue 0 4
65  ,, steel-blue 0 9 0 9
75 " rose 0 6
80 „ mauve 1 0

100 ,, blue on blue 0 9 0 9
115 M brown-red on rose 1 0
13° »• sepia on pale yellow 1 3
150 " brown on buff . 1 0
180 ,, slate on pale pink 1 6
200 ,, mauve on flesh . 1 3
300 • • blue on rose i 9
5° °  M black on azure . 10 0

(To be continued.)

THE P H IL A T E L IS T 'S  CO LLECTIN G  BOOK.
For the coat pocket. With patent fastening to flap. Size, 6^x4$ inches. Handsomely bound in Art Cloth. 

Each book contains 12 pages, having four strips of linen, 3-inch wide, arranged horizontally, glued at the bottom 
edge and with the upper one open, for the safe retention and preservation of recent purchases or duplicates. 
A large pocket is also provided at the back for Envelopes or Stamps in bulk. In daily use by leading London 
Collectors. No. 17, post-free, as. 7d. No. 18—oblong, 24 pages, 6 strips on each page, interleaved with strong 
glazed paper to prevent rubbing—post-free, 5s. 4d .; abroad, 5s. 6d.

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1 , S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By R e v .  T .  C .  W A L T O N ,  M . A .

(Continued from  page 52.)

f '\ U R  survey of “ Stamps without a 
Name ” has come to an end. This, 

however, does not complete our study 
of the designs of adhesives. We have 
yet to consider the inscriptions and at
tempt, as far as lies in our power, to 
throw some light on those stamps the 
inscriptions on which are a source of no 
little trouble to the average beginner. For 
this purpose I have thought it the wiser 
plan to break up my subject under four 
headings, as follows :—

1. Name of Country.
2. Indications denoting the use of the

Stamps.
3. Values expressed in Numbers or in

Words.
4. Moneys in use in the Principal Coun

tries.

1. Name of the Country

In many cases the name is difficult to 
recognise. This difficulty is due to the 
fact that the name is printed in the lan
guage of the country, an unknown quantity 
to most beginners. The difficulty is 
enhanced when the inscription appears in 
some abbreviated form, or, worst of all, 
when the name is represented by some 
mystic signs which require a great deal 
of imagination on the part of the average 
Britisher to construe into an alphabet. 
Let me proceed in due order to cases in 
point. Take the Austrian issue of 1883. 
A design printed for use in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in 1879 was made to do 
duty as the basis of a new Austrian issue 
in 1883. The two-headed eagle was over
printed in black with the inscription 
k a is . k o n ig l . o e s t e r r . p o st . ,  which reads

AUSTRIA.

1883.

AUSTRIAN POST O F f IC E S  
IN  TURKISH EMPIRE.

1883.

“ Imperial Royal Austrian Post.”  Those 
stamps issued in this series for the Austrian 
Post Offices in the Turkish Empire were 
overprinted with the inscription, “  Imper. 
Reg. Posta-Austr., ”  which had the same 
meaning as before.

In 1890 the design was changed from 
that of the Arms of the Empire to the 
Head of the Emperor facing the left. 
This design, with slight modifications in 
different issues, has lasted to the present 
day. The inscription also remained the 
same, except that, owing to a change of 
currency in 1899, the “ kreuzer”  gave 
place to the “  heller ”  values.

In the “ Eagle and Crow n”  and 
“ Crowned Em peror” series of Hungary, 
1900-1, the inscription Ma g y a r  k ir  po st a  
reads “ Royal Hungarian Post.”  The 
values run from 1 to 60 filler and from 
1 to 5 korona.

HUNGARY.

1900-1.

Corean stamps ought to become a 
profitable source of investment in the 
near future. Three of them are inscribed 
in native characters only. The rest have 
Ko r e a  or Ko rea n  p o st  in Roman charac
ters, and are therefore easily identified.

COREA.

188S. ' 1900.

The Corean issues o f 1902, 1903 have 
inscriptions in French : p o s t e s  de  c o r k e , 
or p o s t e s  im p e r ia l e s  d e  c o r Ae .
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The stamps of the Danish W est Indies 

only differ from those of the mother 
country in the inscription. It needs little 
imagination on the part of the beginner 
to translate d a x s k  v e s t  i n d i e n . How
ever, to save him this slight mental 
exertion, we will give the English equiva- 
ent. It is “  Danish West Indian.”

The stamps of Iceland bear a close 
resemblance to those of Denmark, of 
which country it forms a part. The first 
issue appeared in 1873. isl a n d , /’.<•. 
“  Iceland,”  appears in the upper part of 
the band.

ICELAND.

1* 73.

In 1815 the Ionian Islands came under 
British protection by the terms of the 
Treaty of Paris. They were ceded to 
Greece in 1864. Five years prior to the 
secession a series of three stamps was 
issued. The design shows the head of 
Queen Victoria surrounded by an upright 
oval garter, on which is inscribed i o n i k o n  

K P A T O I ,  i.e. “  Ionian State.”

ION IAN ISLANDS.

1859.

The first German state to adopt ad
hesive stamps was Bavaria. The first 
issue was a numeral series. The inscrip
tion on the accompanying' illustration 
reads “ Bavarian Free (Stamp). One 
Kreuzer.”

In 1902 Bulgaria issued a series in 
which the head of Prince Ferdinand 
figures as the central design. The in
scription is in Slavonic characters, and 
reads “  Bulgarian Post. 10 Stotinki.”

The Duchy of Brunswick joined the 
stamp - issuing countries in 1852. It 
ceased to issue stamps on joining the 
North German Confederation in 1868. 
The second issue of this state has been 
already described amongst the “ Stamps 
without a Name.”  The first and third 
issues have the name inscribed in German, 
b r a l n s c h w e i g . The central design in 
both is that of the horse of Brunswick 
galloping to the left, with a ducal coronet 
above. The thaler, equal to about three 
shillings, was divided into 30 silbergros- 
chen. One silbergroschen = to pfennige.

BRUNSW ICK.

1865
( To be continued.')

A P P R O V A L S H E E T S  AND CO LLEC TIO N S.
N e w  Sheets o f Stam ps for beginners and medium collectors. W e  have ju st been a rra n g in g  our A pproval 

Sh eets of Stam ps on an entirely new  and much sim pler plan than form erly. T h e  Stam ps are mounted on 
Sh eets, containing an average  o f  too Stam ps per Sheet. T h e y  are all arran ged  in the o rd er of our N ew  C ata
logu e. First, G reat Britain .and the Colonies, then all F o reign  C ountries. T h e se  Sheets contain about 5,ocO 
different Stam ps, and a Sh eet o f an y particular country will be sent on dem and. T h e  Sheets arran ged to date 
are o ver forty in num ber, and contain all G reat Britain and tho Colonies, and all Fo reign  Countries.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1, S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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INGLE-NOOK YARNS
On the Same Errand
By CORNELIUS W RIN KLE

V 'fA N Y  years ago I was specialising a 
1  1  big country, and an intimate friend 
was also going in hot and strong for the 
same stamps. In fact, I had started him 
on the same track for the sake of his 
companionship.

We met regularly and we compared 
notes, and we worked away like a couple 
of Trojans at our favourite country. For 
a long time my friend was in leading 
strings, but after I had taken him gently 
through the intricacies, and explained the 
complexities, he gathered strength and 
confidence, and was a real help in dis
cussing and solving not a few of the 
knotty problems that made our chosen 
country more than usually difficult.

In stamp collecting the pleasure is 
greatly heightened if you can get a few 
cronies of like persuasion, and can meet 
to compare notes and discuss difficulties, 
arrangements, etc.

Well, my friend and I did all that, and 
we did more. We kept a joint eye on the 
auctions, and whenever anv desirable lots 
in our country were included in a sale, 
one or other of us would inspect the lots 
and report thereon, decide prices and 
limits, and attend to buy.

We never bid against each other. We 
were the principal buyers in our particular 
country, but we did our buying unobtru
sively. Very few knew much about those 
stamps, and no auctioneer was sufficiently 
acquainted with them to venture on an 
attempt to run us up.

Consequently we got many a grand 
bargain which has subsequently helped 
to keep us both out of the workhouse.

We did the business fair and square. 
When we got a mixed lot o f stamps at 
an auction we “  tossed up ” for first pick, 
and then we took turn and turn. And 
I can tell you that pick and pick business 
was a case of Greek meeting Greek. 
But what lovely things we got in those 
days!

I remember in one of the very first 
auctions we dropped on a large mixed 
lot that included fourteen grand copies

of a variety that had been chronicled, 
but which we nevertheless regarded as 
legendary, for we had never seen a copy, 
nor had we ever come across anyone who 
had possessed the variety. The lot fell 
to us for a few shillings. To-day each 
one of those stamps would fetch many 
pounds.

Then we wrote to dealers, English and 
Continental, and we divided our pickings 
of the stocks of Europe on terms and at 
prices that to-day awaken many regrets 
that we did not buy up all that was sent 
us—lock, stock, and barrel. After pick
ing the cream, we returned what was left. 
Those remainders, in the pink of mint 
condition, with never even a hinge to 
mar the spotless beauty of their original 
gum, that we were offered for a few 
francs or m arks! To-dav every one of 
those francs, or marks, would mean a 
pound sterling.

For years we divided the spoils, and 
played the parts of David and Jonathan.

But, alas! in time my friend began to 
nose about on his own account. He 
wandered off into philatelic side streets 
without even telling me that he was going 
for a walk. And he picked up amongst 
the garbage of the alleys and lanes many 
a tit-bit that he did not share with me, 
and I was sorely troubled.

W e grew less confidential and less 
mutually helpful. And when we met we 
began to studiously avoid even the men
tion of our favourite country. We in
quired for the various members of each 
other’s family as of yore, and we lunched 
together as in the days gone by, but 
somehow our old favourite topic was 
gradually tabooed. There grew up an 
ever-present suspicion that the other had 
got hold of something he would rather 
not discuss, and so we considerately 
and delicately avoided being too inquisi
tive.

Thus in time we drifted apart, till at 
last we even avoided each other. The 
veneer of pur philatelic partnership existed, 
but it only existed to diplomatically cover
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the anxieties of separate enterprises and 
a quiet, but keen, competition.

One day, when my friend had almost 
become a stranger to me, I walked into 
an auction room, and glancing round 
caught sight of him almost hidden behind 
a screen. Our eyes met, and we each 
understood why the other was there.

We shook hands, and then, as if no 
cloud had obscured or disturbed the even 
tenor of our philatelic friendship, 1 said 
in tones of surprise as if I had thought 
he had gone clean out of collecting—

“  Hullo, old chap,you  here? ”
“ Y es ,”  he sa id ; and then, after an 

awkward pause, “  1 suppose we are both 
on the same errand ? ”

“  I suppose so ,”  said I.
“ Well, what’s it to b e ? ”  said he 

somewhat savagely.
“  W hat’s what to be? ”  said I.
“ It’s no use beating about the bush. 

You know you want to nail this sheet, 
and I suppose you thought you’d get it 
all to yourself? ”

“  Yes, I am sorry you are here.”
“  Well, I am going to have this sheet,” 

said he emphatically.
“  So am I .”
“  Humph ! ”
Then there was another long pause,

broken by the knowledge that we were 
nearing the coveted lot.

“ Well, what are you going to d o ? ”  
said he.

“ W e can’t do the pick and pick business 
with a sheet,”  said I, “ and it’s no good 
bidding against each other.”

“ Then what do you propose?”  said he.
“  W e had better buy the sheet, and 

then ‘ toss up ’ who shall have it.”
“ Which means that, with your usual 

luck, you’ll get the sheet! ”  he grumbled.
“ Can you suggest any other way? If 

we bid against each other we shall pay 
through the nose for our disagreement. 
We have neither of us any right to ask 
the other to stand aside, and we neither 
of us have a ghost of an intention to stand 
aside. Hut here comes the lo t! W hat 
is it to be? ”

With a very bad grace he agreed to 
“  toss,”  and the sheet fell to us for a mere 
song— for, in fact, 20s.

Then we tossed, and, alas ! it turned 
out as he had prophesied. I walked off 
with the sheet, bidding him to remember 
me to all at home.

Some years afterwards, when Mrs. 
Cornelius wanted a new rig-out, I sold 
that sheet to Messrs. Stanley Gibbons for 
£ l 5-

BY-PATHS OF PHILATELY
P IC T U R E  ST A M PS A N D  M ETH O D S OF A R R A N G E M E N T

By H .  R .  O L D F I E L D

(Continued from page 54.)

"\X 7 E  now come to one of the debatable 
'  v classes, namely—

7. Allegorical and Fancy Figures

I have not yet sufficiently considered 
the question of arrangement.

You find among them figures emble
matic of Race, such as Britannia ; or 
of a god or goddess, such as Mercury ; 
or illustrating a present-day type, as in 
the stamps of the Congo State. I think 
that the stamps which illustrate religious 
emblems will probably be included as a 
subdivision of this class.

8. Arm s

This is a large class, and presents some 
difficulties as to what should be included 
in it, for while there are many such—as in 
Austria, Bosnia, Baden, Bavaria, Wurtem-
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berg, Sweden, Dominican Republic, as to 
which there is no doubt—there are other 
stamps whose claims for inclusion require

a longer consideration than I have yet 
been able to give.

9. M aps

At the present time there are not many 
stamps which fall into this class. Domini
can Republic, Nicaragua, Panama, Vene

zuela, Canada, and New South Wales very 
nearly exhaust the list. -..w

10. Portraits
I am not prepared to say that this class 

ought strictly to be included in a Picture 
Stamp collection, but there is no doubt 
about the interest which attaches to it, 
and I personally have decided to collect 
them. I will not venture at present, how
ever, to lay down any scheme of arrange
ment. The subject is almost big enough 
for a paper and display to itself.

GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By C O R N E L I U S  W R I N K L E

How to W in  Recruits

E v er y  enthusiastic stamp collector natur
ally wants to get all his friends to collect, 
and many have been the suggestions which 
have been put forward from time to time 
as to the best way to go to work to make 
philatelic converts. Here are an American 
lady collector’s ideas on the best modus 
operandi, as published in MekeePs Weekly 
Stamp News :—

Talk stamps often to your non-collecting: friends— 
stopping just short of b o r e d o m . Tell them of the ever- 
recurring freshness of the pleasure you derive from 
the collecting, studying, and arranging of your 
stamps; tell them of the recreation and restful re
lief from business cares—from the routine of regular 
work—a recreation all the more pleasing and restful 
because it embodies just that amount of mental 
stimulus which appeals to a disciplined mind.

With them, touch on the money side of the question 
if necessary. Call attention to the fact that on U.S. 
stamps the 9ign of the grill, or the presence of a 
secret mark, may change the price of a stamp from 
cents to dollars—as an incentive to stamp study, and 
to hunting up old letters. Show a catalogue of several 
years ago, and a sixty-fourth, and point out the stamps 
that have increased materially in value.

Show copies of the oest philatelic papers and cata
logues of auction sales, and talk about how by keeping 
well-informed and buying judiciously, one may profit 
financially by his collection should the time ever come 
when he cared to realise on it. Find out some subject 
in which a friend, or acquaintance, is particularly 
interested, then, i n c i d e n t a l l y  call his attention to a

stamp which touches on his favourite subject. Follow 
it up with other stamps as long as you can hold his 
interest.

I have a friend who is much interested in astronomy, 
and spends many hours over her favourite study. Re
peated trials to interest her in Philately failed (it was 
“ silly'1 to study stamps, she said) until one evening 
when 1 h a p p e n e d  to show her the “ Southern Cross" 
on a Brazilian stamp—this led to the study of other 
stamps, and to a whole evening pleasantly spent look
ing over my collection.

Now my astronomical friend is a lm o s t  |>ersuaded to 
start a collection of her own-indeed, she already has 
a collection of two fine stamps—Brazil A 33 and A 38.

And where is the subject which is not touched upon 
by some stamp? History, biography, mythology, 
heraldry, architecture, botany, zoology, ornithology, 
philology—we have them all on our stamps.

Finally, study human nature while you study 
stamps, and watch for any opportunity to get in a 
little good work for Philately, knowing that if your 
friend becomes a devotee to your favourite hobby he 
will never lack for pleasant entertainment.

Collectors* Wives
T h e  predominant partner in the case of 
much-married collectors has tobe reckoned 
with, but I have a never-failing way 
with Mrs. Cornelius, which I would re
commend to much-married fellow-collec
tors. When there is a storm brewing 
over the inevitable question of extrava
gance in buying old postage stamps, and 
the predominant partner feels that the bit
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of feminine extravagance to which she 
looked forward cannot be had because, as 
she asserts, of those old stamps, make a 
show of sacrificing some valuable dupli
cate to provide the coveted article. A 
judicious pursuit of this policy has quite 
won over Mrs. Cornelius. Indeed, the 
other day she quite startled me by saying 
she thought she would start collecting 
English herself. I had been a bit too 
lavish.

The Exhibition
I h e a r  that the programme of the great 
International Philatelic Exhibition which 
is to be held in London in May next is 
almost ready for the printer. I shall scan 
it curiously for the new ideas that are 
said to be embodied in it in the matter of 
the grouping of the various countries. 
Anyway it cannot be said that the Com
mittee have lost any time in getting out 
their magnum opus.

Safe Custody o f Collections
I don't  suppose my young friends of 
G. S. IV. are much troubled about the safe 
custody of their collections. A locked 
drawer all to themselves will probably 
express the perfection of arrangements 
for most of them. But it will interest 
them to know what great collectors do 
with their great collections when they 
lock up their houses and go away with 
their families to the seaside. Many col
lections run into thousands of pounds.

Well, most collectors make their collec
tions up into a nice parcel and take them 
to their bank where they keep their 
current account. The bank locks up the 
parcel in its strong room, and all is, 
generally, well with that collection when 
the collector returns to claim it.

But recently a collector who deposited

his valuable collection with his bank 
found that all was not well with his 
collection ; on the contrary, it was prac
tically ruined.

W hilst he was aw ay the bank moved 
their valuables into a new strong room 
just completed. The new strong room 
evidently had not been allowed to dry up 
properly before use, and the consequence 
was that when the unfortunate stamp- 
collector opened his albums he found 
that his unused stamps were stuck down 
hard and fast with the damp.

He complained to the bank, but the 
bank-manager, who said he was himself 
a stamp-collector and knew all about such 
things, assured him it did not matter a 
bit, as he could soak them off and put on 
fresh gum ! !

He did not go in for fresh gum, but he 
put the matter into his solicitor’s hands, 
and when the bank heard what the claim 
for damage was likely to be they promptly 
informed the collector that he had used 
their strong room without payment for 
his own convenience, and that therefore 
they were not liable.

And I am told that it is a moot question 
whether a bank is liable in such a case 
for damages. I am further told that the 
question has never yet been properly 
decided in a court of law, and that no 
bank wishes it to go so far as a decision, 
that in fact most banks will prefer to 
compromise with an agreed sum for 
damages rather than face the greater 
trouble that would ensue from an adverse 
decision.

Another phase of the question is the 
fact that a Safe Deposit Company would 
be answerable for damage, and any trouble 
with a bank over the safe custody of 
customers’ valuables would drive people 
in flocks to the great Safe Deposit Com
pany vaults.

B R I T I S H  A F R I C A  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .

Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa has caused great attention to be drawn to the stamps of the 
British Possessions on that continent, and to the enormous increase in the number of collectors that has ensued 
from the issue of the War Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before the public a new and very complete Album, designed for the British Possessions, etc., on 
the African Continent. The Album is designed upon the well-known plan of the Imperial Albums—the stamps 
in numbered spaces of the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the description, full particulars, and 
illustrations on the opposite page. In order to make this a permanent Album we have provided from one to 
four blank pages after each country, thus making the Album available for the issues of many years to come. 
220 pages. Size, 8jf x i i 4 inches. Post-free in Great Britain, 10s. 7d.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1, S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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NEW ISSUES
The E d ito r  w il l  b e  g r a t e fu l  to h is  r e a d e r s  I f  th e y  w il l  h e lp  h im  w ith  th e  e a r lie s t  p o ss ib le  in fo rm a tio n  co n cern in g  

new  is s u e s . N ew s f r o m  th e  C o lo n ies  in  p a r t ic u la r  w il l  be m u ch  a p p r e c ia te d . W hen p o ss ib le , a  sp ec im en  sh o u ld  
a cco m p a n y  th e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  sh o u ld  b e  a d d r e s s e d  to

EDW ARD  J .  NANKIVELL, C arnanton , C am d en  P ark, T u n bridge W ells.

Australian Com m onwealth.—The Sydney M ail 
says

“ The question of postage stamps, it is satisfactory 
to learn, has been under consideration by the Federal 
Government, and it is not improbable that before very 
long (departmental difficulties being overcome) we 
shall have an Australian issue. Whilst all Britons 
cherish with reverential respect the memory of her 
late Majesty, it is quite time that her effigy in little in 
this connection should give place to that of the reign
ing sovereign. Whether designs should be invited 
in England or limited to Australians is rather a moot 
point, but beyond all doubt there is much room for 
improvement upon those which we have had in New 
South Wales. Nothing can much exceed the ugliness 
of our stamp, which presents a profile of Queen 
Victoria "neither flattering, accurate, nor artistic, and 
having the figures *2.\d.’ apparently issuing from the 
mouth. In other cases effect has been marred by 
super-lavish ornamentation, or by essaying too much, 
as in the case of our Centennial penny stamp, upon 
which is a pretty view of Sydney, requiring, however, 
a microscope for its identification. The design should 
be classical, symmetrical, and simple."

Cuba.—The Metropolitan Philatelist says:—
“ We are indebted to Mr. Cormack, of Port Ewen, 

for first sight of the new Cuban stamps. They are 
printed from the old dies in slightly different colours 
and with “ secret" marks to identity the work of the 
American Hank Note Company, the new printers. 
The stamps being printed on unwatermarked paper 
can easily be distinguished from the old issue. In the 
2 cent stamps the foliage inside the ovals containing 
the figure 2 has been taken out."

We illustrate the old series here referred to, and we 
append their colours, which it is stated have been 
slightly altered.

Dominican Republic.—The Metropolitan Phila
telist has received a new set of stamps for this country. 
The designs are the same as the set it supersedes, the 
colours alone being changed.

$ centavo, black and orange.
1 ,, black and blue.
2 centavos, black and lilac.
5 ,, black and claret.

10 ,, black and green.
20 ,, black and olive.
50 ,, black and dark red.

1 peso, grey and black.

Guadeloupe.—We have received a full pictorial 
series for this French colony. The stamps are oblong 
in shape, and of the size of the current franc values of 
France. The low values up to 15 c. present a view of 
a street In a native town, the 20 c. to 75 c. a country 
station with palm trees and mountains in the distance, 
and the franc values contain a view of a town and 
harbour with shipping. The stamps are very rough 
specimens of engraving.

1 c., black on blue paper. 
j  C., red-brown on buff paper.
4 C., pale brown on blue paper.
5 c., green.

10 c., carmine.
15 c., violet.

so c., red on green.
2s c., blue.
30 c., black.
40 c., red on straw.
50 c., grey-green on straw 
75 c., carmine on bluish.

1 fr., black on green.
* fr., carmine on yellow.
3 fr., blue on orange.

Jaipur._E v e n 's  Weekly chronicles three new values
of the chariot set.

Perj.
$ anna, blue _
1 anna, carmine.
2 annas, dark green.
4 „  brown.
§ puce
t rupee, yellow.
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MISCELLANEOUS
The Japanese Chrysanthemum
ALTHOUGH the chrysanthemum is such a popular 
flower of Japan, yet its use as an emblem, such as we 
find it upon the stamps, is restricted to the Imperial 
Government or such objects as may be put forth by 
Imperial sanction. It has been the emblem of the 
Imperial from remote antiquity, and on the restoration 
of the Mikado's full power it naturally became the 
badge or seal of the Government, just as the arms of 
reigning families in Europe have become the State 
coats-of-arms for their dominions. In its use as such 
it appears in a conventionalised form, which is best 
seen, perhaps, on the t yen stamp of 1883. This 
shows a small circle at the centre, which represents 
the central “ head” of true flowers (for the chrysan
themum is a composite Hower like the daisy and 
dandelion, and its so-called “  petals” are but “  bracts,” 
according to the botanist), while the radiating rays 
represent the petals. For Government use these petais 
number exactly sixteen, while sixteen more “ tips” 
may appear around the periphery as if from behind. 
This number, which is traceable to Chinese geomantic 
notions, is particularly reserved for Imperial use, and 
ordinary subjects are forbidden under penalty to 
represent the flower in just this form.

But the chrysanthemum crest or k i k i t -m o n  is not the 
only one possessed by the Imperial family, for there is 
a second just as ancient, which is known as the k i r i -  
m o i l . The latter is represented by three leaves and 
three flower panicles of the P a u l o w n i a  im p e r ia lis m  a 
tree indigenous to Japan, and which much resembles 
the catalpa. This tree, called the k i r i  by the Japanese, 
has broad heart-shaped leaves, and bears flowers of a 
pale violet, with brown spots. These flowers, which 
are showy and fragrant, grow on a panicle like the 
catalpa or horse-chestnut, and when correctly repre
sented the crest should have seven buds on the central 
panicle and five on each of the side ones. Both 
crests, the k i k u  and the k i r i ,  are found correctly 
represented on the 5 rin stamp of 1876, being respec
tively above and below the central circle containing 
the value in Chinese. On the 5 sen stamp of the same 
issue, however, the k i r i - m o n  is represented beneath 
the chrysanthemum with but a single flower panicle, 
though it is surrounded by branches and flowers of 
the paulownia. Looking back now to the third issue 
of stamps of July, 1872, we find that the low values 
and also the 30 sen have the central inscription en
closed by two crossed branches, which can be recog
nised as the chrysanthemum at the right and the 
paulownia at the left. Again in the 1S77 issue we find 
the same crossed branches, but, curiously enough, 
the chrysanthemum is on the le f t  in the design which 
includes the values from 5 sen to 12 sen, and on the 
right as before in the design which is used for the 
values from 15 sen to 50 sen.

In regard to the use of these two crests, it must be 
explained that the chrysanthemum was the “ official” 
badge of the Mikado, so to speak, while the paulownia 
was used on business persona) to himself and his 
family. It was thus that the k i k u -m o n  became the 
badge or arms of the nation when the rightful sove
reign took command at the Restoration ; while the 
k i r i - m o n , as the household badge, has come to be 
regarded particularly as the crest of the Empress.

A m e r i c a n  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l a t e l y .

How a Dealer was Cheated
A d e a l e r  in London, whose long experience should 
have made him familiar with every move, once fell, in 
his eagerness to secure a cheap purchase, into a very 
simple trap. On a dull wintry day a man hurriedly

entered, and offered for sale a few hundred stamps 
gummed in an old Oppen’s album, remarking in
genuously that he knew nothing about stamps, but 
had been told that this collection, started many years 
ago by his father, was worth ^*50. While the dealer 
glanced through the pages, his client, with the same 
childlike candour, went on to say that he needed ^80 
instantly, to tide him over a financial crisis, and that a 
friend had suggested he might sell the album for that 
sum.

The dealer smiled furtively, for the collection, 
practically ail rarities, seemed, at the lowest estimate, 
worth three times the amount; and, for once off his 
guard, he promptly clinched the bargain, and wrote 
out a cheque. It was not until next day that he dis
covered each one to be in a damaged condition, but 
artistically repaired.—A n s w e r s .

Royal Philatelists
For princes many pursuits are made easy, not ex
cepting the gentle pursuit of stamp collecting. Last 
year it was made known to the French Government 
that the Emperor of Japan is an enthusiastic collector, 
and forthwith there was dispatched to His Majesty as 
a present from the Republic a complete set of all 
French issues, from the first in 1847 to the latest 
“ semeuse.” This year an identical present has been 
made to Princess Margaret of Connaught, who is also 
an ardent collector, on her marriage with Prince 
Gustavus. These two instances probably mark the 
first uses of the postage stamp as an instrument in 
diplomacy.—G lo b e , June 21st, 1905.

Ship Letters
V a l p a r a i s o , C h i l e , May 17th.—There is an agree
ment in the Universal Postal Union that all letters 
posted on mail boats on the “ high seas” can use the 
stamps of their own nationality for payment of postage, 
this for passengers’ convenience.

1 have in my collection the following:—
2.W., King Edward, posted Montevideo to Valparaiso 

(Uruguay to Chile).
Rro Janeiro to Valpo. (Brazil to Chile).
Pernambuco „  ( ,, „  ).
St. Vincent ,, (Portugal to Chile).
Lisbon ,, ( ,, „  ).

All posted from Pacific Steam Navigation Company's | 
steamers by passengers on homeward trip. |

I enclose you a sample, which will doubtless speak 
for itself, and may be of some interest to you as a 
cover collector.

I have also myself, when too late to catch the home 
mail for England, gone on board the steamer and 
posted my letters at the last moment with English 
stamps from “ Chile to England.” It seems a little 
strange! 1 also once posted one in the same manner
to Buenos Ayres “ Chile to Argentine” with a 2^d. 
King Edward.

I have also an entire with three 1900 5 c. surcharge 
on 30 c., posted Mollcndo, P e r n , to Valparaiso, Chile, 
posted on board one of the “  Cia Sud Americana de 
Vapores” Chilian mail steamers. Across the stamps 
is the following as cancellation :—

HAUT. MER.
ALTA. MAR.

“ High seas” in French and Spanish. I trust this 
may be of some interest to some of your readers. 

L e o n a r d  C .  H a r t ,  i n  M e k e e C s  W e e k l y  S t a m p  N e w s .
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
•Translated fro m  the French by EDI TH C. PHILLIPS

VICTORIA HELD I T  THE J>TAMI» TRIUMPHANTLY

CHAPTER XV { c o n t i n u e d )

H in a  J o h n  is o n  th e  v e r g e  o f  d is c m * e r in g  t h a t  h e  is  

hoist w ith  h is  w « p e t a r d

JOHN paused for want of breath. He had been 
telling the most absurd tale, knowing how often it 
happens that the greater the falsehood the better 

it passes, and he was not much surprised to see how 
little astonishment there was in Victoria's questioning 
gaze.

“  Hut why didn't you give the stamp to your 
master?” she asked.

“ Well, I didn't like to-on your account. I felt 
sure you would never forgive me, and as we're going 
to marry each other, that wouldn't do, would it? So 
I have brought it to you to give to Miss Betty—only 
Mr. William must not know anything about it."

“  How kind and generous you are ! ”
“ Never mind compliments, for time presses. There 

is a steamer which starts from Havre to-morrow morn
ing, and you had better persuade Miss Scott to go by 
it. In fact, she m u s t  start for New York at once, for 
if she stays a day longer in Paris Mr. Keniss may 
discover my treason, and that wouldn’t be pleasant for 
me, you know.”

“ Yes, I see what you are afraid of, and I wouldn’t 
have you get into trouble on any account after doing 
my mistress such a service. So I promise you I will 
persuade her to go this very evening."

“ I can depend on you for that?"
“ Yes. indeed you can.”
But John saw that Victoria was aot altogether 

leased at the idea of setting off immediately, so he 
egan again in a peremptory tone—
“ Yes, no doubt our wedding will have to be put off

a bit longer, but I promise you to hurry the matter up 
as soon as we come home, and it cannot be long before 
we do, as my master has no further reason for staying 
here. Moreover, you promised the other day to do 
whatever 1 asked you to, and here is your opportunity, 
so make the most of it.”

At that moment the bell rang.
“ That is Miss Hetty!” cried Victoria. “ Go into 

that room and stay there till I’ve let her in. She 
mustn't find you here, for you would have to go into 
the whole matter, and it would take too long.”

“ You are right. Good-bye, Victoria, till we meet 
again in New York.”

“ Oh dear, that is true! We shall not see each 
other again till we are in New York ! "

“ And then we will get married.”
So Victoria hid her lover in the room she had indi

cated, and left him laughing in his sleeve at the trick 
he had just played upon her, until, after a few seconds, 
he heard the entrance door shut again, after which he 
warily gained the ante-room and hurried away without 
making his presence known to Miss Betty Scott. In 
fact, he was not sorry to escape an explanation with 
the young lady, who would certainly not be contented 
with the bare outline of the history he had just re
counted to Victoria. But hearing it from Victoria 
she would probably believe it all, thinking that her 
maid had not understood all he said, or that she was 
repeating it incorrectly.

The matter turned out just as John had foreseen it 
would. Scarcely had Betty entered the sitting-room 
before Victoria began —

“  I have something for you, Miss Betty." 
“ Something for me?"
“ Yes, Miss Betty; can you guess what it is?”
“ A letter, perhaps?”
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“  No, miss."
“ A  telegram  ? "
“  No, Miss Betty."
•‘ How can I possibly guess then?"
“ It is the stamp—the famous stamp! Look here !" 

And Victoria opened her hand, in which the precious 
little piece of paper was firmly enclosed. Then she 
seized it between the thumb and first finger of the 
other hand, like a butterfly whose wings one i« afraid

l i t  SAW  l i l t  TRAIN DISAPl’ LAK

ol spoiling, and showed it triumphantly to her mis* 
tressr *; ‘ * “

* The Brahmapootra stamp!" exclaimed the latter, 
taking it from her. “ Am 1 dreaming? But no, no! 
It is the stamp itself. Where did you find it? Who 
gave it you? But it must be a forgery, 1 think. 
Speak, Victoria, speak!"

And Victoria, able at last to get in a word, began a 
confused story, in which John and Mr. Keniss and the 
Maharajah's cook were all mixed up together. She 
spoke of the necessity of keeping the secret, and of a 
prompt departure the verv next morning by the 
B r e t a g n e . In fact, she spoke with so much energy 
and conviction that Betty, vanquished little by little, 
ended by saying—

“ Certainly, certainly, we must start at once." And, 
without seeking further enlightenment, she rang all 
the bells, called up the hotel people, and had her

trunks strapped up in the twinkling of an eye. The 
little American had that very day received some money 
from her banker in New York, which enabled her to 
make such a rapid departure. But if she had been so 
easily persuaded, it was because she was determined 
not only to win her wager, but to win it brilliantly, 
and without giving any one at the Philatelic Club a 
chance of thinking there had been any compromise 
between her and her rival, and for this it was neces

sary that she should not go back in 
the same steamer with him.

Miss Scott could not control her 
delight, and laughed aloud as she 
thought of the discomfiture of Wil
liam Keniss when he heard of the 
precipitate departure—and with the 
stamp! — of his lucky adversary, 
through the telegram she would 
have the wicked pleasure of sending 
him from Havre, at the very moment 
of going on board the steamer. The 
two women hurriedly dined, and, 
an hour later, the great omnibus 
carried them to the Gare Saint- 
Lazare, in time to catch the express 
which would land them in the morn
ing at Havre, to cross by the B r e 
t a g n e .

As for John, he had remained on 
sentry-duty in the Place Vendome 
to judge of the success of his plot, 
and it would be impossible to depict 
his joy when he saw the luggage 
brought out and the two women 
getting into the omnibus. He ran 
behind it all the way to the station, 
and, hearing his two spies trotting 
heavily after him, said gaily—

“ It is my turn to spy this time. 
Miss Scott never anticipated such a 
pursuit as this.”

The crafty fellow followed them 
right into the station, and, as soon 
as he had seen the train disappear 
into the night, carrying away our 
two travellers, he returned to find 
M r. Keniss, who was much astonished 
at his radiant visage and at the burst 
of laughter with which he entered.

“ Well, what is it now?" asked 
the young American.

“ Oh, sir, it is really too amusing!" 
“ What is?"
“ The way I have just paid out 

Miss Bettv and Victoria. It is too 
comical!"

. —* And John subsided into a chair,
too overcome with delight to utter 
another word. But Mr. Keniss, per
plexed at the strange behaviour of 

his valet, insisted on an explanation. So John, in 
short sentences, constantly interrupted by bursts of 
laughter, told the whole story of nis prowess, while 
William listened in freezing silence.

“ And you have done that?" he said sternly, when 
John assured him that he had, with his own eyes, seen 
the two women get into the train for Havre.

“ Why, yes, sir," said the valet, his ardour cooling 
a little.

“  Then you are a nice fellow ! A liar and a cheat!"
John, who had expected a very different reception 

after such a service rendered, was mute with astonish
ment.

“ My luggage and my coat, at once!" said Mr. 
Keniss in a ringing voice. “ We must go by the 
very next train, and if we do not arrive in time to 
repair your infamy, 1 shall dismiss you for the villain 
that you are ! ”

{To be continued.)
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Our Scotch Letter

E d i n b u r g h , J u l y  8///, 1905. 
Auction Prices in Edinburgh
QUIETNESS reigns in philatelic circles, the sunshine 
proving a greater attraction than stamps. Hut those 
who thought to get great bargains at the sale held 
here on the 1st inst. were disappointed, for, although 
the attendance was small, there were buyers for every 
decent lot. The “ very unique” collection advertised 
by the auctioneers proved to be a very ordinary one, 
with some doubtful early Japanese. The most remark
able price, perhaps, was 14s. for a used Great Britain 
Telegraph ;£i, brown-lilac, or is. less than Stanley 
Gibbons figure.
Forged O.W. Officials

One lot of O.W. King’s Head were withdrawn 
owing to their being condemned as forged. There 
could, be no doubt that the overprints were spurious, 
calculated to deceive experienced collectors, and 
several of the members of the Scottish Society are 
taking all possible steps to prevent such lots appearing 
in the sale catalogues. One member was offered a 
“ choice” lot of such things, up to the 5d. value, in a 
tramcar, at a price indicating their character. Until 
the source of these weeds is discovered, and their dis
tribution stopped, it behoves all collectors to be very 
wary in purchasing. If any readers of the W e e k ly  
can throw any light on this matter, he would be acting 
in the interests of our hobby were he to communicate 
with the President of the Scottish Society, Mr. John 

! Walker, 3, Great King Street, Edinburgh.
New Stamp Shop in Edinburgh

Andrew Brown's new stamp shop in Edinburgh 
makes a very attractive display, if small. And I hear 
that a new firm of dealers is about to open a shop in 
one of the chief thoroughfares of Glasgow. Next 
season promises to be a record one in Scotland, and I 
expect these shop windows will attract many recruits 
to the ranks of collectors.
Foreign Stamps Looking Up

The Foreign Gibbons Catalogue is awaited with 
patience by many, and with impatience by a few. 
I have been struck with the large number of collectors 
who are getting their foreign countries filled, generally 
on the quiet. Colonials, of course, stand first, but 
foreign promise to make a much better second than 
they have made during the past few years.

T. A. MTn tyr e .

Our Italian Letter
ROME,/wfy 12 t/ i , 1905. 

International Philatelic Exhibition at Milan 
The English philatelic Press has not yet announced 
that an International Philatelic Exhibition will be held 
next year in Milan on the occasion of the fetes by 
which the opening of the Simplon Tunnel will be 
celebrated. Various exhibitions will be held at that 
time in the Lombardy capital, and among others there 
will be a Retrospective Section dealing with means of 
communication. This will certainly be one of the 
most interesting, and cne to which the philatelic 
exhibition will We some sort of complement, although 
the latter exhibition will be separated entirely from 
the others, and the Committee which has just been 
formed for the purpose has no connection with the 
General Committee of the Exhibition.

Having had the honour to be on the first provisional 
committee which proposed to hold a philatelic ex

hibition in Milan in 1906, I had insisted that it should 
be limited to Italian collectors. It did not seem to me 
to be at all desirable to have an international ex
hibition in the same year as that to be held by the 
English philatelists, even if one took care to leave an 
interval of several days, or of several weeks, between 
the two. Nevertheless, this idea was not adopted, for 
it would have been a token of our modesty. I hope 
that the difference between the degree of importance, 
which is certainly of the first rank, which will be 
attained by the I.ondon Exhibition and that of Milan, 
will not be too striking, and that we other Italians 
may not emphasise our inferiority with regard to our 
friends across the Channel. One thing which is not 
flattering to us is that Italy has always played a most 
insignificant part in the international exhibitions which 
have been held abroad ; indeed, there was not one 
Italian exhibitor at the exhibition held in Berlin last 
year.

It is true that all Idea of rivalry is naturally excluded. 
Perhaps the united forces of our collectors, and the 
support that we shall try to get from abroad, will 
enable us to get together as a whole collections 
sufficiently interesting and fairly complete. I cannot 
do more than hope that the executive committee may 
be most successful; it consists of members of the 
Lombardy Philatelic Society, to which we owe already 
the Milan Exhibition of 1894, and that held in Turin 
in 1898, and its members arc: Ing. I.. Rivolta, Presi
dent ; P. Cometta, Treasurer; A. E. Fiecchi, Secretary; 
and G. B. Cresto, and A. Chiesa.

The programme has not been drawn up yet, and 
the date of the exhibition is not fixed. But I promise 
the readers of G . S .  IF. to inform them of the programme 
and date in good time, and I make the promise alt the 
more gladly as I can say at present that young col
lectors will not be forgotten.
Italian Inland Postal Rates.
In my first letter to G . S .  I f', vol. 1. p. 145, I spoke of 
the projected reform of the inland postal rates, a re
form announced long ago. The project laid before 
the Chamber of Deputies on April 30th, 1903, could not 
be discussed by reason of the end of the parliamentary 
session. The then Minister of Posts and Telegraphs 
received from his two last predecessors the inheritance 
of this project of reform, to which, instead of the title 
“ Alteration of the Postal Tariff," he gave that of 
“  Reduction." Now, as the project contains, with the 
reduction of the postage on inland letters from 20 to 
15 centesimi for 15 grammes, also the raising of the 
postage on illustrated post cards from 2 to 5 centesimi, 
it has been pointed out that the title “  Reduction ” 
cannot be regarded as being quite exact.
Picture Post Cards
A c u r i o u s  thing happened on the presentation of the 
new project. The public welcomed favourably the 
announcement of an approaching reduction in the 
postage on letters ; the reduction had been promised 
tor July 1st; Chambers of Commerce and private 
persons had asked for it for a very long time ; but, all 
the same, it cannot be said for certain that there has 
been formed among us any real m o v e m e n t  on the part 
of the great public on behalf of the adoption of the 
law, although it is of a nature that affects the interests 
of everybody. On the contrary, the raising of the 
postage on picture post cards led at once to loud pro
testations from all quarters. It was contended that 
such an increase would certainly strike a formidable 
blow at “ the new and flourishing industry of picture 
post cards,” and poetry has even been written on the 
subject of this form of missive, the importance of 
which has been exaggerated, at least I think so.



G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

The postal authorities fear, for their part, rightly or 
wrongly, a considerable falling-off of revenue as the 
result of reducing the postage on inland letters, and 
they do not think they can give up the idea of raising 
the postage on picture post cards, as they hope they 
will thereby make up for the losses on the letter 
postage. Thus they are trying to catch with one 
hand all that they let fall from the other. By a strange 
coincidence the project, which ought to have come 
into force on July 1st, was discussed in the Chamber 
of Deputies on that very day and was passed after 
a short discussion. The temperature of the chamber 
was too high and there were too many other projects 
to be dealt with to allow of all the attention which it 
deserved being given to the project. The discussion 
in the Senate was still more laconic, and there the 
project was accepted after an unimportant debate.

N ew  T ariff for Septem ber xst, *905
Thus, the new tariff of 15 centesimi for inland 

letters will begin on September 1st; the postage on 
visiting cards and picture post cards will be raised to 
5 centesimi, but newspapers and printed matter sent 
off by private persons will continue to enjoy the rate 
of 2 centesimi. Time will show us whether the 
measure is good.
P r o p o s e d  P r o v i s i o n a l

Meanwhile, I am told that the present postage 
stamps of 20 cent, will be surcharged in black to 
reduce their value to 15 cent. It was said that the 
stamp of 20 cent, would be withdrawn from circula
tion, but I learn from a good source that it will 
remain in use. In this way the “  provisional " tariff 
introduced “ with repugnance" by the celebrated 
minister Sella on January 1st, 1865, will have lasted 
forty years and eight months. One must admit that 
for a “ provisional" tariff it has not had a short life. 
How long will the postage rate of 15 cent, last?

78
Forgeries o f  old Italians

It is known that various stamps of the old Italian 
states have been forged for the purpose of defrauding 
the Post Office : the Lombardy-Venice, 1850, 15, 30, 
and 45 cent.; the Church, 1852, 1, 5, and 8 baj.; the 
Naples, 1858, 2, 10, and 20 grana; the Neapolitan 
Provinces. 1861, 2, 5, 10, and 20 grana, are pretty well 
known. With regard to the stamps of the Kingdom 
of Italy, there have been so far only imitations of the 
15 cent, lithographed of February 13th, 1863, Stanley 
Gibbons* Nos. 18 and 19; these came from two 
different sources, one from Naples and the other from 
Rieti and Aquila. This special list of forged stamps 
“ for cheating the Post Office" is much iir request in 
Italy, although it is often neglected abroad, and as 
there are several types and varieties the field is a rather 
large one.
Forgeries o f  current Italians

Lately there has been discovered an imitation of 
the present postage stamp of 10 cent., carmine, 
portrait of King Victor Emmanuel III. Some private 
post cards sent from Milan to Verona, and bearing 
some of these forged stamps, were sekted on their 
arrival, and it seems that the authorities have run 
down the guilty person or persons. It is a clumsy 
lithographed imitation on wove paper, without water
mark, perf. 11A instead of 14. Collectors of such 
curiosities have” thus another piece to look for. But 
if this imitation is not to be feared, it is not the same 
with regard to other imitations of old stamps and of 
old postal obliterations made for collectors. There 
would be a great deal to say under this heading, but 
this letter is already too long, and I hope to speak on 
the subject later. Finally, I cannot too strongly re
commend collectors of the stamps of the old Italian 
states to buy them from reliable sources only, and to 
distrust offers “  very advantageous."

E m i l i o  D i e x a .

PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Liverpool Philatelic Society.

President: Herbert Woods.
Secretary: W. Halfpenny, 28, Dacey Street, Liverpool. 
Meetings: Angel Hotel, Dale Street, Liverpool. 7 p.m.
Annual Subscription .

Programme for 1905-6.
*905
Sept. 25. Discussion, “  How to increase the Member

ship." Opened by A. Moffatt. Display, British 
South Africa and Persia.

Oct. 9. Paper on “ Cyprus." A. S. Allender. Display, 
Cyprus and Norway.

Oct. 23. Paper on “ Dominica” (B.W.I.). J. G.
Cuthbertson. Display, Dominica and Cuba. 

Nov.6. Display, “ Roumania.” W. DomingBeckton, 
President Manchester Philatelic Society.

Nov. 20. Discussion, “ Collecting as a Hobby." 
Opened by J. Hughes. Display, British Bechu- 
analand and Panama.

Dec. 4. Paper on “ Saxony." C. N. B. Crowther.
Display, Saxony and Ceylon.

Dec. 18. Discussion, “ Collecting as an Investment." 
Opened by W. C. Taylor. Display, United States 
of America.

19 0 6

Jan. 8. Paper on “ Canada." G. Burrow. Display, 
Canada and Sweden.

Jan. 22. Lantern display, “ Minop Varieties." J.H.M .
Savage.

Feb. 5. Paper on “ Great Britain.” J . J. Bernstein. 
Display, Great Britain.

Feb. 19. Sale. Display, Seychelles and British 
Guiana.

March 5. Paper on “ Sarawak.” H. Woods. Dis
play, Sarawak and Belgium.

March 19. Paper on “ Some Old Post Office Regula
tions." A. Phelps. Display, St. Vincent and 
Southern Nigeria.

April 2. Discussion, “ Specialism" (opened by C. S. 
Milner), v .  “  General " (opened by J. A. Gordon). 
Display for special prize.

April 23. Annual Meeting.
May 7. Display of “  Kings' Heads.”

T H E  B E J T  S T A M P  H I N G E S .
We have just prepared a new stamp hinge, of convenient size, put up in a i r - t i g h t  t i n  f a x e s , each containing

1,000 hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. Post-free, 7d. per box.
Stanley Gibbons, L td ., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
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THE STAMP MARKET
By AN ODD LOT
The Trend of Prices
Mr. Btrton F. J .  Cooper, in M o r l e y 's  P h i l a t e l i c  

J o u r n a l , has an interesting contribution on Gibbons’ 
new Catalogue, as to the general trend of prices.

He tabulates an array of statistics in regard to the 
number of stamps in each of the British colonies 
which have increased or decreased in price, and he 
totals up his final result as follows: unused, increased, 
1,400, decreased, 538; rate of difference of increase 
and decrease to number priced, ir.o per cent.

His examination in detail of increases and decreases 
results in the following deductions:—

1. The generally increased demand for colonials, as 
shown by an average rise in price of u%and 124% 
for unused and used respectively.

2. The growing popularity of Philately amongst 
those of modest means is evidenced by the way in 
which the mostly cheaper used stamps hold their own 
against the more expensive unused. This should aid 
in justifying the belief (held by many of us) in fine 
used copies as a good investment.

3. The very general liking for the stamps, particu
larly in used condition, of that most interesting group, 
Australia and New Zealand. Such varieties as are 
priced unused have evidently had due regard paid to 
their scarcity in earlier editions, whilst the large 
number left unpriced are too rare and therefore too 
expensive to appeal to the purse of the average 
collector.

4. The extent to which the stamps of our South 
African colonies have suffered from the inflation pro
duced as a result of the late war. Assuredly, how
ever, no changes of fashion can permanently affect 
the well-deserved popularity, with the earnest phila
telist, of the early issues of the Transvaal, or of the 
triangular Capes with the general collector.

5. One other feature may be noticed, viz. even the 
“ superficial” philatelist begins to set comparatively 
little store by the picture emissions of Labuan, North 
Borneo, and Tonga in unused condition. This would 
seem to show that the enthusiastic philatelist prizes 
his stamps for something more than the “ beautiful 
faces."

He classifies the following colonies as showing the 
largest proportion of increases in price, unused and 
used

C la s s  /.
British Guiana.
Hong Kong.
Straits Settlements.

C la s s  I f .

British Central Africa.
Cyprus.

C la s s  ///.
British Columbia.
Southern Nigeria.
Native Malay States.
Tobago.

Gibbons Part II.
I have just received the bound volume of Part II. It 
is a worthy companion volume of Part I. The new 
illustrations in the exact size of the stamps are ex
cellent, and the thinner and better quality paper on 
which the Catalogue is printed is also a great improve
ment. The book opens flat, and is far less bulky than 
before, though it comprises an additional twenty-one 
pages.

Japan
R esuming our comparison of prices we come to Japan, 
and note a decided tendency to advance in the quaint 
little stamps of the first issue. I set out the .full list 
with all their marked shades

1904 1905

48
1871.

mons,

Imperf. Unused.
s. d .

red-brown . 0 6

Used. 
s. d .

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s . d .  
0 6  —

48 »! brown . . 0 6 — 1 6 4 0
48 deep brown . 1 0 4 O 1 6 4 0

100 11 blue . . 0 9 5 0 1 0 —

TOO n deep blue . 0 9 1 0 5 0
200 ,, orange-vermilion 7 6 3 0 7 6 2 6
200 vermilion. . 6 0 3 0 6 0 2 6
500 ,, pale yellow-green — 30 0 — 30 0
500 ,, yellow-green . 60 0 20 0 60 0 —
500 ,, pale blue-green 18 0 7 6 20 0 7 6
5<X) „ blue-green . 6 0 7 6 10 0 7 6
500 11 deep blue-green 6 0 6 0 ■5 0

The prices of the same series perforated remain un
changed.

In the 1872 series of the larger-sized stamps, types 
6 to 9, there are many changes—some up, some down 
— in both unused and used :—

1 9 0 4  1 9 0 5

1872. Peif. Unused. Used. Unused. Used.
s. d. S. d. s. d. S. d .

A sen, brown 0 9 0 6 0 9 O 9
1 ,, blue — 2 0 2 O

1 „  deep blue . 3 0 0 6 2 0 0 6
2 ,, vermilion . 10 0 5 0 7 6 5 0

10 „  yellow-green 12 6 10 0 12 6 12 6
10 „  blue-green . 12 6 10 0 12 6 12 6
20 ,, violet . 20 0 15 0 20 0 20 0
30 •« grey . 30 0 10 0 30 0 *5 0

I n the 1875 series there arc also a few marked changes, 
including one or two reductions:—

1 9 0 4 1 9 0 5

1875 Unused. Used. Unused. Used.
d. s. d. s. d. s. d.

.J%6n, grey . 0 6 0  4 0 6 O  4
t „  brown. 2 6 0 2 2 0 O  2
4 „  green . 7 6 0 6 6 0 O  6

6 „  orange 7 6 T 0 10 0 I  O

10 „  blue . 4 0 4 0 4 0 3 0
20 ,, carmine 5 0 0 6 4 0 0 6
30 ,, violet . 12 6 to 0 12 6 to 0

In the remaining series there are a few ups and 
downs, but the ups predominate.

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O L L E C T I N G *  By M a j o r  E .  B. E V A N S .
The young collector is frequently perplexed by the meaning of the various terms used in stamp collecting, 

and the fullest explanations of these will be found in this book. 2s. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly 
bound in Cloth.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.. 39c, Strand, London, W .C .
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EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.— W e  regret to  learn from  

o u r publishers that they h ave  only been able to bind  
u p some tw enty-five cop ies o f  V o l. I ., all told. B y  
som e stran ge oversigh t no sheets seem  to have been  
set aside for bin din g, so that few  copies will be avail
able even at the publishers' p rice  o f ios.

Editorial Communications.—A ll com m unications in
tended for the Editor should b e  addressed to E d w ard
J .  N ankivell, Carnanton, C am d en P ark , T u n b rid g e  
W e lls .

Correspondence.— T h e  E d ito r regrets that he has no 
tim e for direct correspond ence. A ll letters requiring  
a  rep ly will be dealt with u n d er the head o f “ A n sw ers  
to C orresp on d en ts."

Exam ination of Stam p s.—T h is  w o rk  is done b y  
M essrs. Stan ley G ibbon s, L td ., w hose term s fo r the 
exam ination of stam ps sent to them fo r their opinion 
are, cash in a d v a n c e : 2s. 6d . p er dozen ; a  minimum  
ch a rg e  o f is. b ein g  m ade if  less than tw elve stam ps 
are  sent. P ostages extra. T h e  stam ps should be sent 
ligh tly  fastened on sheets, w ith sufficient space above  
each stam p for the insertion o f  the desired information.

T h e  follow in g abbreviation s are used in g iv in g  an 
opinion :— B . B o gu s, i.e. n eve r existed ; F . F o rg e d  ;
G . G en u in e; G .K . Stam ps gen uin e, su rch arge  fo rg e d ;

R . R e p r in t; W .  W aterm ark . T h e  ch a rg e  for m ark
in g  the forgeries in a  collection in its entirety is at the 
rate o f ios. p er 1,000 stam ps exam in ed, the minimum  
fee b ein g  5s. P ostages ex tra . I f  a correspond ence is 
desired, the ch arge  is is . for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Su bscription s must be sent to  the 
publishers a s set out on the front p a g e  o f  co ver, or 
to booksellers o r  railw ay bookstalls, but n ever to  the 
Ed ito r.

C overs for Binding V ol. I.—O u r publishers are now  
prep ared  to su p p ly special co vers fo r bin d in g  the 
num bers o f  V o l. I. o f Gibbons S tam p  W eekly  in art 
cloth, lettered front and b ack , at is . 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous P ag e .—W e  w ish to m ake Gibbons 
S tam p  W eekly  a  storehouse o f  information, and shall 
therefore be g la d  o f a n y  cu ttin gs o f  m ore o r less 
perm anent interest for o u r “ M iscellan eous" page. 
S o u rce  and date o f  cu ttin g m ust be g ive n .

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to m ake a special 
feature o f  the prom pt publication o f  the reports of 
P hilatelic Societies, and trust w e m ay have the kindly 
co-operation o f  the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
R ep o rts should b e  written on one side o f  the paper, 
an d despatched to the E d ito r  b y  the earliest post.

THE IMPROVED POSTAGE STAM P ALBUM, No. 0.
One H undred and T en th  Thousan d. T h e  best and largest S h illin g  A lb u m  e ver published. 17 6  large pages. 

Sp ace s for 4,700 Stam ps. 48  extra p ages added in this edition without ex tra  ch a rg e . T h is  A lb u m  is now  
selling at the rate o f o ver 1,000 copies a  month. T h e  dem and for this A lbum  has sim p ly been phenom enal, and 
it g iv e s universal satisfaction— not a sin gle com plaint has been received. T h e  last edition had n early  20 extra  
p ages added, and now  another 48 p ages have been added, and all the G eograph ical and H istorical Notes 
b rou gh t up fully to date. A ll the newest stam p-issuing countries, such as B ussahir, Canton, C aym an  Isles, 
Iloi-hao, D ahom ey, etc. e tc., have been added. A t the top o f each p age  there is the nam e o f the cou n try, and a 
mass o f valuable inform ation, including date when Stam ps w ere issued, population, area, re ig n in g  sovereign, 
capital, etc. Sp ace s of p ro p er sizes are provid ed for all Stam ps, and the book is bound in a superior m anner in 
art cloth. T h e  A lbum  contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stam ps, and fifty Stam p s will be presented gratis 
with each A lbum . T h e re  is also an illustrated Frontispiece o f the Rarest Stam ps, with prices attached that we 
p a y for each. P rice, bound in handsom e art cloth, post-free, is. 3d . E . S . says : “  I asked a friend w here the 
best place was to  b u y a Stam p  A lbum  cheap. H e referred me to you, sa yin g  that he had bought one and sold 
it next d a y  for is . 6d ., after keeping the stam ps.”  A . A . w r ite s : “  I received yo u r Stam p  A lbu m  on Th u rsd ay, 
and I w on d er h ow  you can sell it so c h e a p ; for as soon as a friend saw  it ne offered me 25. for it. Please 
send me an oth er."

Stan ley Gibbons, Ltd ., 391, Stran d, London, W .C .

THE IMPERIAL ALBUM.
Ten th Edition. S ize  o f  pages, inches. T h e  present edition is arran ged in three volum es T w o

causes have acted to b rin g  about this result. First, the ever-in crcasin g num ber o f  new  issues, for w hich ac
com m odation must be provid ed ; and secon dly, the dem and b y  collectors that space shall be found for varieties 
o f perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform  as closely as possible to the lists g ive n  in the Publisher:*' 
C atalogu e. V o l. I. T h e  Stam p s of the British Em pire ; post-free, 10s. $d . V o l. I I .  T h e  Stam ps o f  Europe, 
and the Colon ies and Possessions of European S ta te s ; post-free, 12s. gd. V o l. I I I .  F o reign  Countries, except 
Europe and Possessions ; post-free, ios. Qd.

S tan ley Gibbons, L td ., 391, S tra rd , London, W .C .

Printed by \Y. B kendon  & S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
29 Ju ly, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
Bv EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
Albania
A L B A N IA  comprises 

the vilayets of Scu
tari, Janina, and part of 
Monastir, and according 
to The International Geo
graphy is not at all an in
viting place of residence, 
for it is described as 
“ a wild and inaccessible 
mountain land descend
ing on the west to a 
swampy and unhealthy- 
coastal plain.”  Even 
Epirus, which belongs 
physically to the Greek 
Peninsula, and is inhab
ited almost exclusively 
by Greeks, but neverthe
less forms part of Albania, 
is of a similar character. 
The Albanians are, more
over, said to be “ a war
like and very uncultivated 
people, whose speech has 
never up to modern times 
become a literary lan
guage ; they are divided 
into several tribes at 
enmity with each other, 
and many fall victims to 
family feuds and private 
vengeance.”  These de
lightful people are further 
divided in almost equal 
numbers into Mohamme
dans, Greek and Roman 
Catholics.

In this land of cut-



82 G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

throats, it is not surprising: to learn “ the 
Turkish jurisdiction is confined to the 
larger towns.”

Cattle-breeding is carried on in the in
terior and olive culture on the coast. In 
ancient times some of the harbours did a 
considerable trade with Italy. The popu
lation is about 1,500,000.

Its Philatelic History
Italy, which maintains no post office in 

any other part of the Turkish Empire, 
not even in Constantinople, has three in 
Albania, viz. at Durazzo, Janina, and 
Skodra, the result of ancient ties.

Albania has no philatelic history apart 
from its Italian post offices, and for these 
a couple of issues, both dating from 1902, 
have so far sufficed. They consist first 
of three values overprinted with the word 
A L B A N I A , with the value below, and the 
second series in the same year with the 
name omitted and overprinted simply with 
the value in Turkish currency. All of 
which may be taken to mean that these 
three simple values were issued to meet a 
genuine postal need. In some other hands 
the three values would have been ex
tended to at least a round dozen.

Nominally the foreign post offices in 
Turkey have been established and are 
being maintained by each country for the 
benefit of its resident countrymen, but 
any one may post letters in these post 
offices; and as the letters handed in by 
the public are despatched in through bags 
to other post offices of the world without 
being handled by the Turkish officials, 
they are much appreciated by all foreigners.

1902. The 5 c., 35 c., and 40 c. of the 
current Italian stamps overprinted in 
black A l b a n i a , with value under in 
Turkish currency. Watermark Crown 
and perf.

ALBANIA

10 P a r a . 10

O v e r p r in t e d ,  o n  c u r r e n t  I t a l i a n  s t a m p s , l l ’rn k . C r o w n .  

P e r f .

*' 10 para io,” in black, on 5 c., green.
“  35 para 35 ’* « 20 c., orange.
“ 40 para 40 ” ,, ,, 25 cM blue.

1902. Same Turkish currency sur
charge, but without the name “ Albania,” 
on the same current stamps of Italy.

O v e r p r i n t e d  o n  c u r r e n t  I t a l i a n  s t a m p s .  W i t h o u t  

n a m e . W m k .  C r o w n .  P e r f .

** 10 para 10,” in black, on 5 c., green.
**3S para 35" »• »> 20 c., orange.
“ 40 para 40 ** „  „  25 c., blue.

{T o  be continued.)

T H E  K I N G ' S  O W N  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M ,
T h is  A lbum  has been specially d esign ed  for those collectors w ho either com m ence a  collection with the 

P ostage Stam ps o f  K in g  E d w a rd  V I I . ,  o r  w h o collect these stam ps as a  supplem ent to a  G eneral C ollection. 
T h e  K in g ’s O w n A lb u m  contains too p a g e s o f  h eavy  w hite plate paper outlined with a neat bord er o f  neutral 
g r e y , with quadrille back grou n d  inside the g r e y  b ord er, and nam e space at the top o f each p age. E x a c t  size  
o f leaves from the ou ter e d g e , 7 ^ x 9 ^  ; available fo r m ounting stam ps, 6 £ x 8 J .  T h e  title-page is printed in the  
R oyal C olours, with the K in g ’s C y p h e r  M on ogram  and C ro w n . S tro n g ly  bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with  
the Official C y p h e r  M onogram  and C ro w n  in g o ld  on cover. P ost-free, 8 s . ; abroad, 8s. 9d.

Stan ley Gibbons, L td ., 351, Stran d , London, W .C .
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FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By Rev. T. C. WALTON, M.A.

(C ontinued fro m  page 68.)

1. Name of the Country {con tinu ed)

TN 1900 the first issue of the permanent 
1  Government of Crete under Prince 
George of Greece appeared. The “  10 
lepta” value had, for design, the portrait 
of Prince George. The other values de
picted various well-known characters in 
the realm of mythology. They were, 
Hermes, the herald of the gods and the 
guide of the dead in Hades, on the
1 lepton; Hera, the queen of heaven 
and wife of Zeus, on the 20 lepta ; Talos, 
the brazen giant and guardian of Crete, 
on the 1 drachma ; Minos, son of Zeus 
and mythical king of Crete, on the
2 drachma ; and lastly, St. George and 
the Dragon, on the 5 drachma. The cur
rency is that of Greece. The drachma, 
of the value of iod., is divided into 
100 lepta.

CSCJB.

Hermes. Prince George.
mo.

The first Saxony stamp was of the 
“ numeral” order; sa c h se n  (i.e . “ Saxony”) 
is inscribed above the numeral which 
forms the central design.

SAXONY.

ajSgArHgKtjg 

lmiT ramcoL°]

1850.

In the next issue of 1851 two designs 
appeared. The 3 pfennige presented the 
Arms of Saxony on a shield. The four 
higher values had, as the central design, 
the head of King Frederick Augustus II. 
Similar issues appeared in 1856 and 1863, 
the latter having the Arms embossed in 
white relief.

1851.

Up to the year 1851 the Prince of Thurn 
and Taxis provided for the postal needs 
of Wurtemberg. In that year Wurtem- 
berg paid a sum of about ^100,000 to be 
freed from this direction, and straightway 
set about joining the German-Austrian 
Postal Union. The second issue of this 
state has already been dealt with under 
the heading of “ Stamps without a 
Name.”  The fourth series was one in 
which the name of the country appears 
in the abbreviated form w u r t t . The 
central design of this 1875 series consisted 
of the numeral of value. On the right 
was a shield with three lions, while on 
the left appeared three stags’ horns on a 
shield.

WURTEMBtRG

1875-8.

After the Austro-Prussian W ar in 1866 
Prussia became the supreme state of
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Germany. The North German Confedera
tion was formed. It consisted of Prussia 
and twenty-one other German states. An 
issue of stamps for this confederation 
was brought out in 1868. The inscrip
tion, N 'O R D D E U T S C H E R  P O S T B E Z IR K , means 
“ North German Postal Circuit.”  The 
value in words appears at the base of the 
stamp.

NORTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION.

1868.

The year 1871 saw the re-establishment 
of the German Empire. The first series 
of stamps appeared in 1872. The design, 
Arms, embossed in white within a coloured 
frame, is well known. The inscription, 
De u t sc h e  r e ic h s- p o s t , means “  German 
Imperial Post.”  Later in the same year 
two higher values of 10 and 30 groschen 
were issued. They may be easily identified 
from the accompanying illustrations.

GERMAN EMPIRE.

1972.

The first issue of the German Empire 
must be carefully distinguished from the 
issue of Ju ly, 1873. 1 11 the latter issue
the shape of the eagle was altered. The 
shield on the breast and the crown were 
made larger. Mistakes were made, owing 
to the similarity in colour of the 2.J gro
schen and the 9 kreuzer with the 5 groschen 
and the 18 kreuzer. The 2 i gr. and the 
gkr. had therefore large numerals of value 
printed over the Arms in the embossed 
centre. These overprinted stamps ap
peared in 1874.

Greece, the home of ancient art, applied 
to France for her first issue of postage 
stamps. The French issue of 1849 was

taken as the model for this Grecian series. 
The head of Hermes, the messenger of 
the gods, was substituted for that of 
Ceres, the goddess of agriculture and 
the fruits of the earth. The inscription, 
EAA. r P A M M ,  is an abbreviation of “  El- 
lenikon Grammatosemon,”  i.e . “  Greek 
Letter Stam p.”  The value in “  lepta ” 
appears at the base of the design. For 
the currency, the reader is referred to our 
remarks on the stamps of Crete.

An issue of 1886 was designed and 
printed in Belgium. The head of Hermes 
appears in a smaller circle, and EAAA—,
i.e. “ Greece,”  is the inscription in the 
rectangular frame above the circle.

CREECE.

The year 1896 saw  the revival of the 
Olympic Games. To meet the large ex
penses involved in this undertaking a 
series of postage stamps was allowed to 
be issued by the committee of the games. 
The issue was to be used concurrently with 
the ordinary postage stamps until the 
October of 1896. After that date the 
Government used the issue for the ordin
ary postal service. The inscriptions are 
in Greek, and read, “  Olympian Games, 
Greece, 1896.”  The 1 lepton and 2 lepta 
represent a fight between two gladiators. 
The 5 and 10 lepta give us the discus or 
quoit throw»er. The 20 and 40 lepta have, 
for central design, an amphora with the 
figure of Minerva between two cocks. 
The 25 and 60 lepta present a chariot 
drawn by four magnificent steeds, and 
driven by a godlike form. The 1 drachma 
has a view of the course where the 
games were held. The 2 drachmae de
picts Hermes with the child Dionysius in 
his arms, after the statue by Praxiteles, 
one of the most famous Greek sculptors. 
The statue was unearthed by German ex
cavators at Olympia. Hermes was found 
minus two legs and the right arm. The 
stamp reproduces the statue in its original 
state of perfection.

The 5 drachmae is a representation of 
the winged figure of Victory of the Greek
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sculptor Pceonius. The last of the series, 
the 10 drachmas, gives us a view of the 
Acropolis, the citadel of Athens.

Among: the many provisional issues of 
Greece in 1900 one series calls for special 
mention, viz. that in which the surcharge 
“ A .M .”  appears on stamps of the first 
issue. The “  A .M .” is an abbreviation for 
“  Axia Metaliki,”  and means “  the worth 
of metal or gold.”  The surcharge signified 
that the stamps were to be sold for money, 
and not given in exchange for the de
preciated paper currency'.

GREECE.

Olympic Games Issue.

, vs wwv vw v-x/vv-r. -.1 /'rtAAAA'Nr.JVAAA'.f-'̂ N

1896.

{To be continued.)

STAMPSPORTRAITS ON
By BOSWELL JUNIOR

Argentine Republic
William Brown. Mr. Thos. G. Richards, 

pjw v v ^v v w . ° f  Umtali, Rhodesia, very 
2 kindly sends me the follow- 
? ing very interesting ac- 
; count of our old friend 
5 William Brown :—
> “ In No. 2 of Gibbons 
4 Stamp 11'cck/y (vol. i. p. 
<j 24), I notice that you be
ll moan the fact that you 
!j have been unable to find 

out anything relating to 
the 1 W . Brown ’ whose portrait appears 
on the Argentine stamp of 20 dollars, 
green, of 1891.

“  1 spent many years in the Argentine 
Republic, and perhaps the following 
particulars of the gentleman in question 
will help you to keep up this very interest
ing portion of the paper.

“ William Brown was an Irishman, born 
at Foxford, County Mayo, Ireland, on 
June 22nd, 1777, and went with his father 
to the United States of America in 1786, 
the elder Brown settling at Pennsylvania. 
Young Brown, although then only nine 
years of age, had a tendency to roam, 
and at the age named shipped as a cabin- 
boy on a vessel going to Europe, and for 
upwards of twenty years passed a very

adventurous life in different parts of that 
continent.

“  It was purely chance that gave Brown 
the opportunity of immortalising himself 
in the history of the Argentine, for owing 
to an error of an inexperienced pilot his 
vessel, the Grand Napoleon, which he 
owned himself, was in the latter part of 
18 11 wrecked off Ensenada. For two 
years he stayed in the Argentine, at the 
end of which time the Government gave 
him the command of a squadron, consist
ing of a frigate, two brigantines, and a 
schooner, with a total of seventy guns 
and 500 men, to oppose a Spanish squad
ron of fourteen men-of-war and twenty 
armed merchantmen, which had been sent 
out from Spain to try to recapture the 
ground they had lost in that year when 
the Republic of the Argentine was formed 
and the Spanish driven out of the country.

“ He was given the rank of Commodore, 
and a commission to thrash the Spaniards 
wherever he found them. On March 14th, 
1814, he sailed from Buenos Aires. After 
continual fighting for two and a half years 
in the rivers, the Atlantic, and the Pacific, 
he swept the Spanish naval power in 
South America from the cast coast.

“  In 1826 we again find him fighting 
against Brazil, winning battles against
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overwhelming- odds, nor did he stop until 
peace was made in 1828, through the 
mediation of England.

“  He died full of years in May, 1857, and 
was buried in the Recoleta Cemetery in 
Buenos A ires.”

Chili
This dominant republic on the Pacific 

coast of South America is a favourite 
with many collectors, From its postal 
first issue to the last a portrait of 
Columbus has figured on the stamps of 
Chili. The full-bearded face in Spanish 
cap of the period is familiar to all stamp 
collectors. It appeared first on the first 
issue engraved and printed by Perkins 
Bacon and Co. in 1853, also on the stamps 
designed and engraved by the American 
Bank Note Co. in 1867, and again in 1900 
on a series designed and engraved by 
Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, but in 1901 
the American Bank Note Co. gave 
Christopher a clean shave and a priestly 
appearance.

Why the Chilians have displayed such 
a philatelic love for Christopher Columbus 
puzzles me, for the great discoverer never 
got nearer that land of earthquakes than 
the mouth of the Orinoco River.

Columbus, Christopher. The great dis
coverer is said to have been born at or 
near Genoa, in Italy, about 1446, and died 
at Valladolid in 1506. In early life he was 
a sailor. Impressed with the idea that

Asia might be reached by sailing west
ward, he first approached the King of 

Portugal to fit out an 
experimental expedition. 
Meeting with no success, 
he next tried Ferdinand 
and Isabella of Spain, who, 
after much negotiation, 
finally agreed to fit out an 
expedition on the terms 

as to rewards for success dictated by 
Columbus. He sailed on his first voyage 
with three ships in 1492, and discovered 
the Bahamas, and touched at other West 
Indian islands, returning to Spain in the 
following year. Later in the same year 
he sailed again with seventeen ships 
and 1,500 men, discovered Dominica, 
Cuba, and Jam aica. He started on his 
third voyage in 1498, and keeping farther 
south discovered Trinidad and the mouth 
of the Orinoco River. After many ad
ventures and troubles with compatriots 
he was sent back to Spain in chains in 
1500. He was at once released, and set 
out on his last voyage in 1502, touching 
at Santo Domingo, and sailing thence to 
Central America, discovering Honduras, 
and coasting the Isthmus of Jam aica in 
search of a passage westward. He re
turned to Spain in 1504, and passed his 
last days in poverty and neglect, and in 
the belief that the new lands that he had 
discovered were portions of Asia.

His portrait appears on all the postage 
stamps of Chili.

T H E  C E N T U R Y  A L B U M .
Including a lull Descriptive Catalogue, and illustrated with several thousand full-sized reproductions of the 

stamps. In one volume, O22 pages. Size of each page, 10x13 inches. Printed on one side of the paper only, 
catalogue and illustrations on the left, and spaces to correspond on the right-hand pages. All minor varieties 
of perloration, watermark, and type are omitted, and only such varieties are included as can be distinguished 
by the young philatelist. Space has been provided for some tS.oco stamps, and provision made for new issues 
by the insertion of numerous blank pages. Post-free, 13s. 4d.

A  F I N E  B I R T H D A Y  G I F T .

No. 68, 1,500 varieties. Hack specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1,500 different Stamps form a 
splendid start for anyone. A large number of really rare and valuable stamps are contained in this collection : 
but it is impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed. £ 1  15s., post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C.
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE

Badges Again
Miss Amy L. Swift sends me a further 
suggestion for a badge. She writes :—

I have another idea. Why would not a perforation 
gauge, in miniature, be just the thing? It is simple, 
thoroughly suggestive of Philately, and of nothing 
else, and is in every way international, without the 
drawback of being at all national. To my mind it is 
the best thought yet. If we are to have a badge at 
all, it should be satisfactory enough for both universal 
and permanent adoption, that it may become well 
known.

I am delighted with this suggestion of 
a perforation gauge as a badge, and find 
that all the necessary gauges from nine to 
sixteen can be got on a badge of the 
length of our English penny stamp, and 
about three-quarters of the width. I took 
the popular “  Ideal ” gauge and cut the 
dotted gauges into strips, and so got all 
on to the two sides of a piece of paper 
the size proposed.

As Miss Swift says, this excellent idea 
of hers is in every way suitable for inter
national adoption, indeed it is the only 
approach to a satisfactory badge for wide- 
world adoption that I have had. Besides, 
it will be not only significant and orna
mental, but most useful.

Let us hear what can be said against 
it before we go any further. Personally,
I am enamoured of the idea.

British South Africa Commemorating
I am sorry to . hear that the British 
South Africa Company have issued a 
series of labels to commemorate the visit 
of the British Association to Rhodesia. 
It is to be hoped that the popular stamps 
of British South Africa are not going to 
be depopularised by childish commemo
rative labels. As a specialist in B .S.A . 
stamps 1 should be sorry to see them 
degraded in a philatelic sense to the level 
of North Borneo.

It would not take much in the way of 
commemorating labels, especially of the 
class to be used concurrently with the 
regular series, to rule out British South

Africa from the list of countries popular 
amongst philatelists.

Gems from India
T h e  Editor has handed me a sheet issued 
in Bangalore, India, entitled “ The Voung 
Postage Stamp Collector,”  from which 
I must quote a few interesting tit-bits. 
Here is one about native Indian stamps: —

Many native states in India use their own stamps, 
some are very rough designs and show sometimes 
portraits of rulers which are often ugly and struck by 
hand.

Here’s a free advertisement for our 
publishers :—

Deal of a reliable dealer, Messrs. Stanley and 
Gibbons are very reliable, they are the Publishers of 
the album I use.

And here’s a sop for our editor:—

I have seen a very good paper called Gibbons 
Stamp weekly edited by Mr. Nankivell who is a very 
littery gentleman, there is a good story in it called the 
stamp king.

And another for Mr. Wetherell. I hope 
the bills he is locally reported to be 
collecting are payable at s ig h t:—

There are many collectors in Bangalore, including 
Col. Perin who was a big collector, and several 
others like Mr. Witherell, have many stamps, but 
they collect bills as well: Col. Perin keeps it in the 
bank.

Here’s a bit of multurn in parvo :—
People have collected stamps for years, first for 

hospitals and to paper rooms with, and now for collec
tions so that all over the world there are many col
lectors, and sonic of them form clubs. There are 
different sorts of collectors, beginers, big collectors, 
and people who only collect one country, called 
specialists who go in for watermarks which are the 
paterns in the paper where it is thinner, and they are 
a good way of telling forgeries.

The collection in the museum at Banga
lore, to the disgrace of Mr. Wetherell, 
seems to be in a bad way

The collection in the Museum here is very poo. 
There are only 60 or 70, and most damaged.



88 G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

Colour Names
T h e  Australian Jo u rn al o f Philately has 
been going for our Gibbons on the colour 
question. It finds thirty-three varieties 
of greens in the great Catalogue, which 
explains the change of the colour of the 
cover of Part II. from dark blue to green. 
Then there are forty browns, fifty purples, 
and ninety reds. Great Scott!

It looks aw ful! But it’s an old griev
ance. We are all sixes and sevens as to 
colour names. There is no standard, and 
until some one comes along with an accept
able standard we shall continue as we 
are.

The International Exhibition
I hear that the programme of the great 
International Philatelic Exhibition has 
been completed, and needs only a little 
revision before it will be published.

When we are in possession of this 
document we shall be able to get some 
idea of the probable scope of the Exhibi
tion and of its probable popularity.

One thing I hope the Executive Com
mittee will see to, and that is the arrange
ment of the exhibits on such a plan that 
any particular exhibit may be easily found. 
The last great Exhibition was arranged 
in a conundrum fashion. You often heard 
such snatches of conversation as th is:— 

Visitor A : “ W hereis So-and-so’s Tim- 
buctoo ? ”

Visitor B : “  Blowed if I know ! ”
To Committee Man : “  Here ! I say, 

where are the Timbuctoo exhibits ? ”  
Committee Man: “ Timbuctoo exhibits? 

Eh ? I believe I saw ’em somewhere just 
now.”

To Committee Man : “  Well, w here?” 
Committee Man : “  W here? I fancy it 

was up in that corner.”
To Committee Man : “  It can’t be in 

that corner, for Beckton’s Greece has 
got that corner.”

Committee Man : “  Well, then, it must 
have been somewhere else.”

“ G .S .W .”  Vol. I.
I h a v e  just received a presentation copy 
of Vol. I., handsomely bound in scarlet 
cloth with a most effective lettering on 
the side. But I wonder how the ordinary 
man will like to have his advertisements 
and text all bound up together? Some 
years hence it will probably be one of the 
scarce books in Philately and be much 
sought after, principally for “  Gossip of 
the Hour ” by Cornelius Wrinkle.

I may add that the binding of a periodi
cal just as it is published, covers and all, 
is the plan adopted by the British Museum, 
and all collectors get their periodicals to
gether in this way, if they can.

The old periodicals are very valuable 
with covers and advertisements. I re
member very poignantly the years I spent 
in getting together a set of The Philatelist, 
covers and advertisements complete. I for
warded the precious set to the bookbinder 
with most emphatic instructions as to the 
inclusion of covers and advertisements in 
the binding, but all the same he deliber
ately stripped them all off and pitched 
them into the waste-paper basket. I am 
still hoping to meet that workman this 
side of Hades.

THE STRAND POSTAGE STAMP AVBUM.
Wei! arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. Seventh edition, too Postage Stamps, all genuine and 

different, and of a catalogue value of over 8s., arc presented with each Strand Album. The book, which is 
printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a new and specially designed cover. The size is a new 
and convenient one, viz. 9̂  inches by 7A inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album 
is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed 
books. 300 pages, post-free, 2s. nd. ; abroad, 3s. 4d.

Stan ley Gibbons, Ltd ., 391, Stran d , London, W .C .
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NEW ISSUES
The E d ito r  u/ili b e  g r a t e fu l to h is  re a d e r s  i f  th e y  w ill h e lp  him  w ith  th e  e a r l ie s t  p o ss ib le  In fo rm atio n  co n cern in g  

new  is s u e s . N ew s f r o m  th e  C o lo n ies in  p a rt ic u la r  w ill b e  m uch a p p re c ia te d . W hen p o ss ib le , a  sp e c im e n  sh o u ld  
a cco m p an y t h e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  sh o u ld  b e  a d d re s s e d  to

EDW ARD J .  N ANKiVELL, C arnanton , C am d en  P ark, Tun bridge W ells.

Azores.— D e r  P h i l a t e l i s t  states that an official decree 
has been published announcing- that separate sets for 
Angra, Horta. and Delgada, the three administration 
districts of the Azores, will be replaced by a single set 
for common use o f these districts inscribed a c o k e s .

The values are to be 2 k  r., 5 r., 10 r., 2 0  r., 25 r., 
50 r., 75 r., 100 r., 200 r., 300 r., and 500 r.

British Somaliland.—The first of the King’s 
Heads to appear on the multiple C A paper is the id., 
which Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. inform us they 
have received.

Wink. Multiple C  A .  Per/. 
i d . ,  c a r m i n e  a n d  g r e y - b l a c k .

British South Africa.—We have received a set 
of six values with a view of the celebrated Victoria 
Kalis on the Zambesi River. They are issued to 
celebrate the occasion of the visit of the British 
Association to the great Falls and the completion of 
the bridge over the Zambesi.

The stamps have been designed, engraved, and 
printed by Messrs. Waterlow, and arc to be used 
concurrently with the regular Arms issue.

Per/.
id., brick-red.
2$d., blue.
50., lake, 
is., green.
2 s .  6 d . ,  b l a c k .
$*., violet.

Ceylon.—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. report 
the receipt of the 75 c. on the multiple paper. This 
value on the multiple pa Der has followed very closely 
on the belated issue of the same value on single C A 
paper.

Wink. Multiple C  A .  Per/.
7 c., orange-brown.
3 c., green.
4 c., orange, value carmine.
3 c., purple.
6 c ., carmine.

1 2  c . ,  s a g e - g r e e n ,  v a l u e  r o s i n e .

1 5  c . ,  u l t r a m a r i n e .

7 5  c . ,  l i g h t  b r o w n .

7 5  c . ,  b r i g h t  b l u e ,  v a l u e  o r a n g e .

1 r. 5 0  c . ,  g r e y .

2  r .  2 5  c . ,  b r o w n  a n d  g r e e n .

Chili.—In the early months of this year it was an
nounced that the Chilian authorities had invited tenders 
for the manufacture of a new series of stamps to be 
enriched with the portraits of Chilian celebrities. Then 
it was reported that the American Bank Note Company 
claimed the right to continue supplying the stamps.

Whatever the dispute may have been, it is evident 
that the present production of the proposed elaborate 
series has had to be abandoned, for we have just re
ceived 3 c. and s c. stamps with portrait of a clean- 
shaved Columbus, with the imprint of the American 
Bank Note Company. These stamps, both of the 
same design, are presumably the first of a new series.

Per/.

3 centavos, brown. 
5 ,, blue.

Denm ark.—There have been rumours that the 
recently issued King's Head type is to be abandoned, 
and this new stamp would seem to lend colour to that 
rumour, but our Copenhagen correspondent’s letter, 
published on another page, intimates that further 
values of the King’s Heads merely await the using up 
of the stocks of current stamps.

N ata l.—Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. have re
ceived the 4d. value on multiple C A paper.

Wink. Multiple C A . Per/. 

4d . ,  l i g h t  g r e e n ,  

i d . ,  c a r m i n e .

4 c b , c a r m i n e  a n d  c in n a m o n .  

25. 6 d . ,  p u r p l e .



90 G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

MISCELLANEOUS
N.S.W. High Values Stolen
Some four or five years ago large numbers of New 
South Wales 5s. coin, ros. duty, surcharged “ Postage,’* 
and £ 1  Carrington stamps came on the market, and 
the wonder was where they came from. All were 
nice, clean, fresh-looking specimens, and obliterated 
“ Broken Hill," “  Wagga NVagga," and “ Newcastle" 
by the stampers usually adopted by those offices.

It was subsequently discovered that they had be
longed to “ collect" forms, representing the totals of 
moneys “ collected” on telegrams by country post
masters. These (the forms) were filed and stored in a 
press, to be eventually destroyed, as they were not 
again required; but two young men (belonging to 
the Department), who were caught, considered that 
they might as well make a penny (even if it were not 
an honest one) by selling them.

At that time steps were taken which it was supposed 
would prevent the likelihood of a recurrence, but the 
unexpected often happens. Some days ago the postal 
authorities were acquainted that some official was 
trafficking in these stamps again, and that a big lot of 
£ 1  Carringtons and 5s. coins had been sold to a 
dealer. When applied to for information we expressed 
the opinion that the person who volunteered the news 
must have heard of the old affair of four or five years 
ago. At any rate, we knew nothing which would 
lead us to the conclusion that trafficking in them had 
been resumed. The discovery of some numbers of 
5s. and £ t  stamps bearing obliterations with dates 
subsequent to 1900-1901 led those investigating the 
matter to the conclusion that there must be a screw 
loose somewhere, and within the past few days the 
culprit has been caught and has confessed his guilt.

Since the beginning of April the authorities have 
adopted the practice of punching a hole about a 
quarter of an inch wide in each stamp value 5s., ros., 
or 20s. This should effectually put temptation out of 
the way of officials, as such stamps would be valueless 
as philatelic specimens.

A u s t r a l i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l a t e l y , June, 1905.
New South Wales. 3d., wmk. so
T he stamp above referred to was issued in 1891, and 
has been included in most catalogues since. At that 
time the supply of paper suitable for printing the 3d. 
stamp, watermarked N S W and Crown, had run 
short, and a temporary issue was made on some of 
the old tenpenny paper which had been discarded. 
A funny circumstance surrounded the affair, and, 
although ancient history, may bear repeating. A cute 
philatelist, having heard that j£ io o  worth had been 
issued, went to the G.P.O. and bought, straight 
away, ^95 worth, leaving ^5 worth to be put in cir
culation in order to establish the genuineness of his 
stock; but the postal authorities, being still short of a 
supply, euchred him, for they immediately gave orders 
to have £ 2 0 0  worth more primed, which were at once 
put on sale. Many of these were also bought up by 
speculators, the result being that at the present time 
(fourteen years later) they are priced in Gibbons’ 
Catalogue, Nos. 380 and 381, at 6d. each unused, and 
are a trifle scarcer used.

A t i s t r a l i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l a t e l y .
Tales of Philatown
It was in the good old summer time. The stamp 
dealer sat with his feet on the desk wondering whether 
some collector who was willing to buy out of season 
would drift in and hand him enough to pay the last 
month’s rent. His summer clerk force, consisting of 
a chemical blonde of around eighteen, was sleeping 
peacefully with her head on the typewriter, and 
everything seemed to have stopped except expenses. 
Presently there came an interruption. The doorway 
was filled with a vision of beauty that paralysed the

dealer and nearly caused him to fall out of his chair. 
When he recovered his power of speech he greeted 
the caller politely, and noted with greedy gaze the few 
thousand dollars worth of diamonds she had strung 
around over, her neck, arms, and fingers. Without 
giving her time to state her wishes, he frantically drew 
out stock-books, approval cards, packets, and sundries, 
and piled the show-case knee deep in about three 
minutes. The lady looked on in astonishment, and 
opened her mouth two or three times as if about to 
speak, but she had no chance. Finally the dealer had 
about everything in the place on the counter, and 
stopped to recover his breath before beginning to sell 
her the big bill that he felt sure was in sight. “  Now,
Madam---- ” he began, but the lady interrupted him
and said, smiling sweetly, “ If you are through with 
your work, would you mind selling me a 2-cent 
stamp? I want to send this letter to my husband, 
and it’s such a long way to the post office." Mechani
cally the dealer handed out the sticker. Then, as the 
lady hurried out, he staggered back to his chair and 
tried to recover from the blow. The clerk still dozed 
peacefullyat the switch. M e k e e l 's  W e e k ly .

Origin of the Postmark
G reat B ritain , it is said, can, without fear of con
tradiction, claim the honour of having originated the 
postmark. The first one, which was used in London 
as long ago as 1660, was a very simple affair, consisting 
of a small circle divided into two parts. In the top 
portion were two letters indicating the month, while 
in the lower half the day of the month was shown. 
No endeavour was made to denote the year, and it is 
only by the dates of the letters on which the mark is 
impressed that it is possible to fix the date of its use. 
The earliest known was on a letter written in 1680.

T i t - B i t s .
Very, Very Green
It will probably astonish many of our readers to learn 
that there arc no less than thirty-three varieties of 
green mentioned in Gibbons* (which is universally 
accepted as right). Our young friends, and perhaps 
old ones, too, will find it interesting to locate them. 
They are as follows:—

Green Blue-green
Light green Dull blue-green
Bright green Deep blue-green
Pale green Dark blue-green
Dull green Grey-green
Deep green Slate-green
Full deep green Sap-green
Dark green Apple-green
Yellow-green Sage-green
Light yellow-green Olive-green
Bright yellow-green Pale olive-green
Pale yellow-green Sea-green
Dull yellow-green Myrtle-green
Deep yellow-green Bronze-green
Emerald-green Pea-green
Pale emerald-green Grass-green
Bluish green

A u s t r a l i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l a t e l y

Stamps as an Investment
Even apart from the question of interest or profit, 
the collecting of stamps means a saving of money, as 
many collectors have proved. This of itself is a good 
thing, and should be encouraged. Stamps judiciously 
bought are always saleable, and a comparison of 
present-day catalogues with those of a few years back 
demonstrates the fact that prices arc always rising, and 
likely to as years roll on and old stamps get older and 
naturally scarcer.

A u s t r a l i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l a t e l y .
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
‘Translated from  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

BKTTV SETTLED HERSELF IX A  ROCKIXG-CHAIK

CHAPTER XVI.
W h a t  a  w o m a n  w i l l s ----

T HE cables were loosed, the gangways raised. 
The tugs attached to the B r e t a g n e  were pulling 
at the monster with all their force. Great jets of 

steam issued from the funnels, and the siren uttered 
from time to time its sonorous bellow. The boat was 
thus drawn through the Nood-gate which separates the 
basin of the Eure from the outer port. On the quays, 
from the custom-house to the semaphore, the on
lookers were gathered, those who happened to be 
passing at the time stopping to assist at the always 
imposing spectacle of a steamer leaving port.

On the deck of B r e t a g n e  the numerous passengers, 
in their turn, were contemplating the magnificent 
scene which was unfolding before their eyes—the 
crowd of people, and the houses on the quays, behind 
which rose the towers and steeples of Havre, the hills 
of Ingouville, and the cliffs of Saint-Adresse. Boats 
all hastened out of their way; whistles were blown, 
and cries and shouts exchanged, giving an impression 
of incessant movement and intense and laborious life, 
as the steamer slowly made her way through the outer 
port.

Betty settled herself in a rocking-chair among the 
groups of passengers in ti e stern, and Victoria was 
busy arranging the cushion*; comfortably for her young 
mistress.

“ Are you all right now. Miss Betty?” she asked. 
Meeting with no response, and accustomed to such 

silence, which showed the girl's deep preoccupation, 
Victoria troubled her no further. But curiosity, aided

by her tender regard for Miss Betty, caused her to 
keep an eye on her while appearing to take no notice. 
The girl reclined comfortably in her chair with a far
away gaze, which seemed to take no interest in the 
scene before her, so absorbing to her fellow-passengers. 
It was evidently no rash supposition of Victoria's, that 
her mistress was lost in thoughts of a sober rather than 
of a diverting character.

“ Are you there, Victoria?” she demanded suddenly.
“ Yes, Miss Betty,” returned the maid, who was 

standing behind her mistress and now'leaned over 
her to hear what she had to say.

“ Look here,” said Betty, “ I have reflected deeply 
on what you told me about that stamp.”

A passing shiver shook Victoria's meagre frame as 
Betty continued—

“ Yes, 1 have thought and thought, and can make 
nothing of it.”

“  But it is very simple, Miss Betty. As I told 
you---- ”

“ I know, I know,” interrupted Miss Scott. “ I have 
all your story by heart, and, to tell the truth, it seems 
to me most suspicious.”

“ Oh, Miss Betty!”
“ You can say what you like, but it is no less true 

that the way in which the stamp has fallen into your 
hands, its being in Paris at all, the circumstances, the 
strange chance—in fact, everything connected with 
the matter, is wonderful in the extreme.”

Victoria began to be seriously alarmed as she saw 
Betty's determination to clear up the matter, and 
dispose of the suspicions which were all the more 
alarming because they had come so late.
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“ In any case,” she ventured to say, “ it's no use 
troubling about it now. We have got it, and that is 
the chief thing.”

“ I do not think so,” said Hetty. “ Now let us 
proceed in order. Hcgin your story again at the 
very beginning and repeat it every word.”

The unhappy Victoria’s anxiety was at its height. 
And there was no means of escaping this inquisition, 
which threatened to be minute and to last during all 
the seven days’ crossing. It was necessary, however, 
to enter into the spirit of it to prevent the growth of 
Miss Hetty’s ill-timed desire to know everything.

“ You remember, Miss Hetty, that I told you---- ?”
began Victoria.

At this moment, as the boat passed the breakwater 
of the north jetty, exclamations were heard among 
the passengers.

“ Look! Look! What is that? It must be a mad
man ! ”

Shouts and protestations arose from the quay; a 
violent movement was seen among the crowd, and in 
the midst of the disturbance two men appeared, rushing 
breathlessly forward, thrusting the people out of their 
way, breaking up the groups, pushing and knocking 
back all who opposed them. Kvery one on board the 
B r e t a g n e  followed the mad course of the two des
peradoes, who dashed towards the jetty, at the very 
moment the boat moved slowly out of the port. They 
pushed into the front rank against the parapet, and 
one of them waved his handkerchief and shouted 
frantically.

“ What in the world can he want?” every one 
wondered, but decided finally that he must be a 
husband, lover, brother, or friend anxious to exchange 
a last adieu with one of the passengers. Betty, inter
ested at length, and thinking she would have plenty 
of time later on for the cross-examination of Victoria, 
left her chair and drew near the side of the boat.

“ Am I dreaming?” she cried, grasping the hand 
of her maid, who had followed her.

“ John and Mr. Keniss!” cried Victoria, overwhelmed 
with amazement.

“ This is astounding!” cried Betty. And, in 
recognition of what she took for a delicate attention 
on William's part, she drew out a cambric handkerchief 
and waved it, crying, in clear, crystal tones— 

“ Good-bye ! We shall meet again soon.”
William, for it was indeed he, saw her, and leaned 

over the parapet as if to get a little nearer, and as the 
boat passed close by him he cried in a loud voice—

“ it is a forgery ! A forgery ! ”
The little American was not long in comprehending 

the import of these few words. White with anger, 
and forgetting her usual calmness of demeanour, she 
fell back into her chair, while the B r e t a g n e , which was 
now out of the channel, plunged into the open sea. 
But she was not the woman to waste her time in use
less despair.

“  Victoria! ” she cried, suddenly jumping up.
“ Yes, Miss Betty,” replied the poorgirl ina trembling 

voice, for she quite anticipated violence.
“  Go thisinstantand fetch me the stamp, a magnifying- 

glass, and the photograph of the original.”
The maid disappeared at once in the direction of 

her mistress's cabin, while the girl muttered to herself— 
“  Oh, this is too hard ! it really is too hard ! "
When Victoria returned she took from her hands 

the little articles she had brought, and, armed with 
the magnifying-glass, immediately set herself to ex
amine in turn the photograph of the true stamp 
which she had received from M. Moulineau and the 
copy which had come into her hands the evening 
before. The examination lasted several minutes, 
during which Victoria awaited the result with the 

. greatest anxiety.
“ It is indeed a forgery!” cried Miss Betty, with 

a crushing glance at her maid.
“ Is it possible?” murmured Victoria, scarcely 

knowing what she was saying.

“  Look at it yourself! ”
“  Hut I don't understand it, Miss Betty.”
Taking no notice of the remark, the young girl 

forced the resisting Victoria to examine the forgery.
“  See here,” she said, “  towards the left, this iiower, 

whose right petal is stiffer in this copy than in the 
original. And this Hindoo character in the middle, 
the upper part of which is a little longer than it should 
be. And this hair in the Maharajah's beard, which 
stands out at least the fiftieth of a millimetre foo 
much. And this little arabesque, the curve of which 
is less pronounced in the forged stamp than in the 
original. Korthe stamp is forged, you wretched girl! 
absolutely bad ! as bad as ever it could be ! And if at 
this moment I am covered with shame and ridicule, it 
is to you and to my miserable credulity that I owe it!” 

“ Oh dear! oh dear!” moaned Victoria.
“ It is high time to lament!” continued Betty, with 

growing anger. “ Ah! the suspicions which I had 
just now were not without foundation. I must get to 
the root of the matter this instant. Once for all, tell 
me the truth or—you leave me.”

The girl hesitated, in spite of her anger, before 
uttering this terrible threat. To dismiss Victoria! 
To destroy in one minute the remembrance of thirty 
years’ service and devotion! To upset the life and 
break up all the hopes of a poor creature without any 
other worldly support; too young still to give up all 
hope of happiness, but too old to begin life over 
again !

Poor, unhappy Victoria, at the very thought of 
such a thing being possible, lost control of herself 
and burst into tears, powerless to answer a word to 
Miss Betty’s inquiry. Nothing more was needed to 
melt the warm heart of the young girl, who, feeling 
almost ashamed of her words, seized the hand of her 
faithful attendant and said with repentant tenderness - 

“ Come, my dear friend, do not grieve. Of course 
I do not mean what I said just now. Send you away! 
I am horrified at the very thought of it. and only 
yielded to a moment’s passion, for which you must 
forgive me.” And with a charming grace she took 
Victoria in her arms and embraced her before the 
eyes of the surprised passengers, who continued their 
promenade on the deck with a smile of amusement.

But if Betty had a kind heart she had, none the 
less, a stubborn will. So she soon returned to her 
absorbing thought and began again, though in a 
friendly voice this time, while Victoria wiped away 
the tears which still filled her eyes.

“ Now tell me the truth quickly, since you no 
longer bear me any ill-will, for time presses.”

A little surprised at this last remark, since they had 
a whole week's leisure before them in which to talk. 
Victoria, frequently interrupted by little sobs, like the 
tail-end of a tempest, went over, point by point, and 
with perfect candour, the account of her interview 
with John, and the circumstances under which the 
forged stamp had come into her possession. She 
omitted nothing which was blameworthy in her con
duct, even dwelt with complacence on her occasion.nl 
duplicity, and accused herself without the least 
evasion.

“ There, that is all there is to tell,” she concluded. 
“ I have been to blame, I know, but I only had your 
interest at heart, Miss Betty, so do please forgive 
me.”

Then, in a few words of affectionate reproach, 
Betty pointed out to her how imprudent she had 
been. Mr. Keniss would be quite right to blame 
such conduct severely. Actions such as these should 
be rigorously avoided by honourable people, and, 
even had the stamp been perfectly authentic, nothing 
could justify the manner in which it had been pro
cured. But evidently Mr. Keniss knew what to think 
of it, or he would not have hastened to Havre.

“ Now,” concluded Betty, “ besides that it would 
be most humiliating and painful for me to return to 
New York with a forged stamp, I must immediately
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repair the involuntary wrong I have done my kind 
rival. So go and get our luggage ready and we will 
be back at Havre in an hour.’*

“ In an hour!”
“ Certainly. Be as quick as you can.”
Within herself Victoria, who had begun to recover 

from her recent despair, retlected sadly—“ Back at 
Havre this evening! Another mad idea. Oh, dear 
me ! What will happen next ? ”

However, as the time was not propitious for speak
ing her mind, she went off to Miss Betty's cabin to 
carry out her orders.

The boat was going now at full speed, ploughing 
through the green water and leaving a long track of 
foam, which was visible right to the entrance of the 
port. The jetties and houses of Havre were every 
moment becoming smaller, their size diminished by

you, so please be good enough to let me have the 
means.”

“ I can only repeat, mademoiselle, that it is not in 
my power to give you this satisfaction,” said the 
captain. “  You do not wish to take the B r e t a g n e  
back, I suppose ? ” he added, with a touch of irony.

“ Of course not.”
“ Well, then?”
“ Sir, I desire you to have me taken back in one of 

your boats.”
The captain smiled with a gesture of kindly pro

testation.
“ Alas! mademoiselle, I have no right to dispose of 

my boats in that way, but never have I so regretted 
the formal rules by which I am bound.”

“  1 will buy it from you.”
“  I ani no more able to sell than to lend.”

THE BOAT W AS GOING NOW AT FCLL SPEED

the distance. Fora few moments Miss Betty remained 
thoughtful, as if undecided how to act; then, suddenly 
making up her mind, she accosted one of the officers 
on board and informed him she wished to speak to the 
captain immediately.

“ You are just in time, for here he is,” returned the 
officer.

Having cleared the channel, the captain, in his 
frock-coat and gold-laced cap, was just descending 
from the foot-bridge to take a turn on the deck. Miss 
Betty ran to him and began abruptly—

“ If you please, 1 must return to land this very 
moment.”

The captain, thinking he could not possibly have 
heard aright, saluted her with perfect courtesy and an 
inquiring, “  I beg your pardon, mademoiselle?"

“ I said I must go back to Havre this very instant."
There was no possibility of a mistake this time, and 

the captain, astonished at such a whim, replied—
“ But surely, mademoiselle, you are not ignorant of 

the fact that that is impossible?”
“ Impossible!” said Betty disdainfully. “ Surely 

you, who go to America so often, ought to know that, 
if the word has become French, it has not yet, thank 
goodness, become American. It must be done, I tell

“  Not if I pay a big price?” asked Miss Betty, who» 
being an American, was inclined to believe that money 
would put everything right.

“ Whatever price you offered, mademoiselle, it 
would be my painful duty to refuse.”

“ Two thousand dollars? Three thousand?”
“  No, mademoiselle, do not continue. Ail the 

riches in the world could not tempt me to forget my 
duty.”

“ At any rate, you cannot compel me to remain on 
the steamer when peremptory reasons call nie back to 
France," objected Betty.

“  But, mademoiselle, you knew these reasons before 
you came on board, and no one, so far as I know, 
compelled you to come.”

“ Pardon nie, sir. The reasons were only made 
known to me as we left the port. I was informed from
the jetty that my stamp---- ”

“  I pray you to believe, mademoiselle, that I have 
no wish to pry into your intimate concerns. Whatever 
they may be 1 am, and I shall continue to be, powerless 
to help you ; to my great grief, believe me.”

“ This is arbitrary! You will carry me awayagainst 
my will! ” cried Betty, stamping her little foot on the 
shining deck.

( To be continued*)

A SPLENDID START. THE FINEST PACKET .
Packet No. 67, 1,000 varieties. This packet contains 1,000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted tor such a collection, embracing as it does scores of scarce 
varieties provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered.

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ,  L t d . ,  391, S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
T h e  Ju n io r  P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty

President: Fred J. Melville.
S e c r e ta r y H .  F. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, Clapham  

Road, S.W .
Meetings: Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C.
Annual Subscription : It. 6d.

Garden Party
A g a r d e n  party, under the auspices of the Junior 
Philatelic Society, will be held at Hambly House, Acre 
Lane, Brixton, on Saturday afternoon, August 12th, 
when it is hoped a very large number of members 
and friends will assemble. The spacious grounds of 
Hambly House are within easy reach of all parts of

London, being within a three*halfpenny ride by electric 
tram from any of the bridges, and three minutes from 
Brixton Station, on the S.E. and C. Railway, and from 
East Brixton, on the L.B. and S.C. Railway; eight 
minutes from Clapham Road and Clapham Common 1 
Stations, on the City and South London Tube. I

The occasion will afford splendid opportunities for | 
meeting philatelic friends, and all philatelists, whether ; 
members or not, will be welcomed.

Tickets of admission, price one shilling each, po*t- 
free, may be had of the Secretary, Mr. II. F. Johnson,
4, Portland Place North, Clapham Road, S.W.

Music will be provided, and teas and refreshments 
will be served in the grounds, which will be open 
from 3.30 till 10 p.m.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
O ur D an ish  L e tte r

C o p e n h a g e n , J u l y , 1905.
K i n g ’s  H e a d s  t o  C o m e

Since my last letter, there has not been anything in 
our country of interest to philatelists. The remainder 
of the stamps with the King’s Head has still to be 
awaited, because the big stocks of the old stamps are 
to be used first, so the new ones will not appear before 
the month of October or November.

New Danish Colonials
But there are novelties from our colonies, St. 

Thomas and St. Jan in the West Indies, and more will 
be issued. The post offices there have got new Un- 
paid Letter stamps of the new coinage, 5, 20, 30, and 
50 bits, printed in red and grey colours, the centre 
showing the value in big figures. These stamps are 
not sold unused from the post offices, so it will be 
rather difficult to get them in unused state. The new 
stamps with the King’s Head are printed and sent to 
the islands, but are still not delivered to the public, 
because they are wanting change in the new coinage,

so these new stamps will not be current before 
October.

The stamps are very nicely made in the following 
colours: 10 bits, one colour, red; 20 bits, light green, 
blue head; 25 bits, one colour, blue; 40 bits, brick* 
red, grey head ; 50 bits, yellow, grey head.

In the corners there is a royal crown; the inscription
is CHRISTIAN DEN 9 UK a n d  DANSK VESTINDIEN.

Later there will be issued values of 1, 2, and 5 
francs; these will be of a larger size and another 
design.

These stamps have been drawn by an architect, Mr. 
Jensen Klint, and they are printed by Mr. H. Thiele, 
book-printer, Copenhagen.
O l d  C o l o n i a l s  t o  b e  W i t h d r a w n

As soon as these new stamps are made current, all 
the old stamps will be withdrawn and returned to our 
country. There will be no surcharge of provisory 
values.

The philatelic papers often arc mistaken in the new 
coinage of the Danish West Indies; 1 bit equals 1 
centime.

CORRESPONDENCE
A n im a ls  on S ta m p s
D e a r  S i r ,— May I point out that Mr. Oldfield has 
made several mistakes in the names he has given to 
various animals depicted on stamps? One is, calling 
the animal on the postal fiscal of Tasmania a beaver !! 
Beavers do not inhabit Tasmania, but are confined to 
Europe and America. I should have thought every
body knew the extraordinary animal called the d u c k 
b i l l e d  p l a t y p u s  ( O m i t k o r h y n c h u s  a n a t i n u s ) , which 
combines the characteristics of mammals and birds, 
and is no more a beaver than a human being, and 
which is restricted to Southern and Eastern Australia 
and Tasmania.

Also the 5 c* stamps of Labuan and North Borneo 
do n o t  depict a peacock, but an a r g u s  p h e a s a n t  
( A r g u s t a n u s  g r a y i ) ,  not A r g u s i a n u s  g i g a n t e t is , which 
is not found in Borneo.

Again, the stamps of French Congo do not illustrate 
a t ig e r , for the tiger does not inhabit the African con
tinent: the animal is a le o p a r d , as is evident by its spots.

Mr. Oldfield also states that "the parrot or quetzal" 
is to be seen on the stamps of Guatemala. That would 
lead one to expect they were birds of the same species 
though the quetzal (P h a r o m a c r u s  m o c in n o ) is a trogon, 
more closely allied to the well-known humming-bird 
class, and has nothing whatever to do with a parrot.

The 4 c. of Labuan and North Borneo, strictly 
speaking, does not represent a monkey, but a species 
of ape (for apes are tailless), viz. the ourang outang.

The bear on the labuan and North Borneo 10 c. is 
the peculiar tree-loving Malayan bear (U r s u s  m a la y -  
a n u s ) ,

1 hope this letter will dispel any false ideas about 
the species of animals mentioned.

Yours truly, L .  W. CROUCH.
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THE TW ELVE UGLIEST 
POSTAGE STAMPS
OUR FOURTH PRIZE COMPETITION

OU R  Fourth P rize Com petition asked com petitors 
to name the tw elve ugliest p ostage stam ps o f the 
w orld.

Th e com petitors had an em barrassin g selection to 
make from the v e r y  wide ran ge o f  the stam ps o f the 
world, and their own a g g re g a te  votes have decided  
the final selection and the prize w inners, all o f w hich  
was d u ly published on the co v e r  o f our num ber for 
8th Ju ly , 1905.

W e  now set out the chosen tw elve.
T h e y certain ly are a ch arm in g lot. N o one will 

be surprised to find a go o d  sprinkling o f the crudities  
of the N ative Indian States am ongst them. Still, it is 
just possible that M ajor Evans, as the historian o f the 
stamps o f  the N ative States o f Ind ia, m ay be able to 
assure us that these gibbeted d esign s are regard ed  as 
gems o f art b y  the issuing states.

But what will our N ew  South W a le s  friends s a y  to 
second place for their current 2^d. stam p ?

W h y  rhe sim ple 4 baj, of the Rom an States should  
be included in the list to the exclusion o f scores o f  in
ferior designs is a bit of a puzzle.

No. 1. BUNDI.

1894. } a .

No. 2. NEW SOUTH WALES.

1897. 2±d.

No. 3. JHALAW AR.

3

1887-90. J a .

§

No. 4. SORUTH.

1864. 1 a.

No. 5. BANNA. No. 6. BHOR.

b a m r a
a |

postage ■ ■ d  9 m  U  ZJ □
a 1

m S m

1890. 1  a. 1879. 1 a.

No. 11. FRENCH CONGO.

1900. 2 c. 

No. 12. BHOR.

1879. l a .
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
A. V. (Warwickshire).—If you do not want to spend 

much money you had better not attempt to specialise 
in Lagos, Gold Coast, or Gambia, unless you are 
content to begin with the King’s Head issues, as the 
early issues are full of expensive stamps. Even 
Northern and Southern Nigeria are now sprinkled 
with expensive stamps, and there is the further dis
advantage, in the case of West Africans, that used 
copies, as a rule, are no cheaper than unused.

Malta or Sudan would be a better choice for you.
Gibraltar, India, and Hong Kong are all more or 

less expensive.
C. H. G. F. (Dulwich).—We do not know of any 

postage stamp inscribed “  Julen.” The Hospital Fund 
stamps are ot no philatelic value.

R. M. R. (Edinburgh).—Any English stamps might 
pass through an Indian post office by an oversight, 
but not otherwise. Such stamps might be regarded 
as curiosities, but would not be considered as of any 
philatelic value.

C. O. F. (Loughrea).—The only satisfactory method 
of keeping stamps loose without hinges is that adopted 
in books for holding duplicates sold by our publishers, 
which are provided with paper shelves.

Wc do not see any advantage in such an album as 
you suggest, but many disadvantages, not the least of 
which would be risk of the loose stamps slipping out 
and getting lost. Stamps properly hinged are easily 
removed and replaced.

Your Portuguese Indies, “ Type 25, reis, yellow-

orange, perf n i ,M must be Gibbons’ No. 307, 1898- 
1900, described as pale red.

E. R. R. (Edinburgh).—Yes, all the English Official* 
have been discontinued. You certainly did get a 
bargain in £ .\  worth of unu-ed Indian stamps for 
2S. 6d. The Queen’s Head 3 rupees, unused, is now 
catalogued at 6s. and the 5 rupees at tos. Thank you 
for your good wishes for Vol. II. of (7. S .  If*.

J. C. (Brighton).—We do not want any cuttings that 
have to be returned. We do not know of any 5 c., 
orange, of the 1891-7 issue of Holland. You will find 
the differences between reprints and originals of most 
countries fully described in Mr. E. I). Bacon’s book 
on “  Reprints,'* published by Stanley Gibbons. We 
cannot spare the space to repeat the information here.

The id. carmine-red of the De La Rue printing was 
printed in error on Crown CC paper, but it is unknown 
used, and it is very doubtful if it was ever issued. 
Stamps overprinted SPECIMEN are stamps generally 
sent out officially as samples of stamps issued or to be 
issued. Forgeries are of no value except as curiosities 
or for study by specialists. Some reprints are of more 
value than originals, but, generally speaking, reprints 
are of no philatelic value except for study by specialists. 
The 2d. value was added to the Samoa Express series 
when the stamps were reprinted. It was never included 
in the original issue. We could not spare the spare 
to repeat the questions of ourcorrespondents. Morocco 
locals are of no philatelic value. A Colombia 5 c., blue, 
issued in 190.), is listed, but whether it is what you 
term a new one we cannot say.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—We regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I., all told. By 
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers' price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
J. Kankivetl, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. fid. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion 5—B. Bogus, i . e . never existed; F. Forged ;
G. Genuine; G.F. Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

R. Reprint: W. Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of Vol. I. ot G ib b o n s  S t a i n p  W e e k ly  in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at ts. fid. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—We wish to make G ib b o n s  
S t a m p  W e e k ly  a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous” page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—We wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

Printed by W . B r en  don &  S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proj riciors, St a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C.
5 August, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL

Antigua

of Venezuela. Antigua is the chief island 
of this group and the seat of its federal

government. It lies about forty miles 
east of Nevis and about the same distance 
north of the French possession of Guade
loupe. It has a population of 37,000 and 
an area of 108 square miles. Its capital 
is St. John, with a population of 10,000.

It is described as being twenty-eight 
miles long by twenty broad. Its coast is 
deeply indented and broken into bays and 
peninsulas with high and rocky shores, 
in contrast to the usual uniform outline of 
these islands. The whole island is beauti
fully diversified by hill and dale, and the 
highest elevation, the Shackerley Moun
tains, reaches i,5oofeet. The chief produc
tions are sugar and pineapples, and there 
are many small estates in cultivation.

The island was discovered by Columbus 
on his second voyage in 1493. He then 
sighted and named Dominica, Montserrat. 
Redonda, Antigua, and the Virgin Islands 
Antigua was named after the church of 
Santa Maria la Antigua at Seville. It 
was settled by the British in 1632, and 
except for a few months of French occupa
tion during the war with France and the 
Netherlands in 1666 it has ever since 
remained under the British flag.

Still, its history has been somewhat 
chequered. First it formed part of a 
general government of the Caribbean 
Islands. In 1816 they were separated 
into two divisions, Antigua and Mont
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serrat forming one, St. Kitts, Nevis, and 
the Virgin Islands the other. In 1833 
they were reunited under one governor, 
Dominica being then added to the group. 
In 1S71 the Leeward Islands were formed 
into a federal colony.

The most exciting periods of its history 
were a rising of the blacks at a time when, 
out of a population of 26,000, some 22,000 
were negroes ; and on the establishment 
of the Commonwealth, when the island 
got into trouble over its royalist pro
clivities, for which it was punished by the 
placing of a prohibition upon its foreign 
trade.

Its Philatelic History
Its philatelic history has been more 

chequered and less honourable than its 
political history. For many years it was 
a philatelically well-conducted colony. It 
started its postal issues with a single 
stamp of I’erkins Bacon & Co.’s print
ing in 1862 ; then it passed through the 
Star, C C, and C A stages, and closed its 
account with stamp collectors on the 3 1st 
October, 1890, after which date it used 
the Leeward Islands series, issued for 
common use by all the colonies of the 
group. The loss of revenue consequent 
upon this change was a serious item, and 
led in 1903 to the issue of a supplementary 
series, labelled “ Antigua,”  and made for 
the purpose of collecting revenue from 
stamp collectors, the general Leeward 
Islands series being continued in use at the 
same time. There are, therefore, now two 
sets of stamps in use, one the Leeward 
Islands series common to all the islands, 
and a special set for separate sale in the 
island.

1862. A 6d. value, printed from copper 
plates by Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co., 
London. No watermark ; perforated.

9 8

N o IP ia t. P e r/.
Unused. Used. 

s . d . s . d .
6d., blue-green . . . 50 o 30 o

1863. Two values of the same design, 
printed, as before, from copper plates by

Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co. Water
marked with a Star and perforated.

Wink. Star. Per/.
Unused. Used.

S. d. S. d.
id., red . . . . 6 0 3 6
6d., green , . . 15 o 4 0

1873. Design unchanged, but printed 
by Messrs. De la Rue & Co., London, 
from the old plates made by Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon & Co. Paper water
marked with a Crown and C C ; perforated.

Wink. Crown C C . l\ r f .
Unused. Used.

S. d . s. d.
id., red . . . . 2 6 2 6
Od., green . . . 25 o 6 0

1879. Two values, 2?,d. and 4d. ; new 
design ; surface-printed by Messrs. De 
la Rue & Co. Paper watermarked as 
before, Crown and C C ; perforated. The 
2.1,d. stamp of this issue with the Crown 
and C C watermark is the rarest stamp of 
the colony.

U ‘m k. C row n C C . P er/.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d .
2id., red-brown . . . 60 o 40 o
4d., blue . . . 30 o 3 0

1882. Three values, Ad., 2.Ad., and 
4d., of the new design of the last issue, 
but with the watermark changed to 
Crown C A. Perforated.

W ink. C row n C  A . P er/.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d .
id., green . . . o 3 0 4

2$d., red-brown . . . 13 o 5 0
4d., blue . . . 25 o 1 6

1884-6. Five values, id ., 2 jd ., 4d., 
6d., and is. The id. and 6d. stamps 
were reissues o f the first design, and the 
^d., 2^d., 4d., and is. were of the second 
type. All were watermarked Crown C A, 
and perforated, and constituted the last 
series issued by the little colony of 
Antigua for honest postal purposes.

W m k. C row n C  A . P c / . 
Unused. 

s. d .
Used. 
s . d .

id., carmine .  0 4 0 6
t$d., ultramarine . .  O 9 0 6
4d., brown ♦  1 0 0 8
6d., green • S 0 10 0
is., lilac • 30 0 25 0
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1903. After the lapse of thirteen years, 
during which the Leeward Islands series 
for the common use of all the group 
served all the postal purposes of the 
colony, a supplementary series of elaborate 
design was unblushingly manufactured 
and placed on sale with the statement 
that they might be used concurrently with 
the ordinary Leeward Islands series. 
There are two designs, one a copy of the 
seal of the colony for the values except 
the 5s., and the K ing’s Head on the 5s. 
Ten values, printed in two colours. All 
watermarked Crown C C.

P erfora te  i.

l l ’/t/k. Crown CC. Per/.
Unused. Used.

X. ft. s. d.
id., grey-green and black . O 1 —

id., scarlet . . O 2 0 I
2 d ,, brown and purple . 0 3 o 3
2.ld., ultramarine and black . 0 4

53<J.,orange-brown&grey-green o —

6d., black and magenta . . 0 8 —
is., purple and ultramarine . 1 4 —
2S. ,, grey-green . 2 8 —
2*. 6d., magenta and black • 3 3 —

5s., violet and grey-green . 6 6 —

( To be continued.)

FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By Rev. T. C. WALTON, M.A.

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  85.)

1. Name of the Country { c o n t i n u e d )

H E R E  are two issues of the Dutch 
Indies which call for a few words 

of description. Both have for a central 
design the bust of King William III. 
In the 1864 issue the inscription reads 
X E D E R L  IN D IE  R O S T  Z E G E L , which, being 
interpreted, means “  Netherland Indies 
Post Stamp.”  In the issue o f 1870 the 
inscription is still further abbreviated to
NED. IN D IE .

DUTCH IND IES.

I  BE*. 1870- 62.

Naples and Sicily, formerly the king
dom of the “ Two Sicilies,”  were united

to Piedmont in 1861. Postage stamps 
were first issued in 1858. Although 
united under one King, each kingdom 
had its own postal administration, and 
consequently the stamps of Naples were 
different from those of Sicily. The 1858 
issue of Naples had, for the central de
sign, the Arms of the Two Sicilies. On 
the left was the horse of Naples ; on the 
right was the symbol of Sicily— three 
human legs joined to the head of Medusa, 
which letter was a common form of 
adornment on Grecian shields. The three 
fleurs-de-lis in the lower part of the de
sign remind one of the Spanish invasion of 
Naples in 1734, when Charles of Bourbon, 
son of the King of Spain, became King 
of the Two Sicilies.

The central design is the same in all the 
values. The frame enclosing the design 
varies in shape according to value. The 
currency was the ducat, worth about 
3s. qd. It was divided into 100 grana, 
or 300 tornese.

Garibaldi was the leading spirit in the
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rebellion of i860 against the rule of 
Francis II., son of the ruthless Ferdinand
II. The patriot defeated the King’s 
troops, entered Naples, and became 
dictator until the union with Piedmont in 
1861. A reduction in the postage of news
papers to A tornese caused a new issue 
of stamps. The}' were printed from the 
i  grano plate of 1858, the letter “ G ” 
having been altered to “ T .” Later in 
the same year this “  A grano ” plate did 
duty for yet another issue. The central 
design was erased and the Cross of Savoy 
engraved instead of the Arms.

Na p le s ,

S S I

M
1858. 1880.

Charles III., son of Charles Louis of 
Bourbon, became Duke of Parma in 
1849. The first issue of stamps appeared 
in 1852. The fleur-de-lis of the House of 
Bourbon appears in the central design. 
s t a t i  p a r m , i .e .  “  State of Parm a,” is the 
inscription.

PARMA.

1852.

The beginner whose knowledge of 
geography is a bit hazy will wonder 
where Ponta Delgada is. Tfie name 
appears on several series of stamps on 
which is pictured the head of King Carlos 
of Portugal. Ponta Delgada is a large 
town on Sao Miguel, one of the islands in

the Azores group, which, by the way, is 
considered as a province, and not a 
colony, of Portugal.

PORTA DELGADA.

1192-3.
1
I

Portuguese India is responsible for 
several issues of stamps locally made. 
From 1871 to 1877 the stamps appeared 
with the inscription se r v i c o  p o s t a l  India 
p o r t . The designs, slightly different in 
the various issues, maybe recognised from 
the accompanying illustration.

PORTUGUESE INDIA.

1871.

St. Thomas and Prince Islands lie off 
the west of the French Ccngo State. 
They are Portuguese possessions. The 
names appear on the stamps in the in
scription S . T H O M E  E  P R IN C IP E .

ST. THOMAS AND PRINCE ISLANDS.

1889. 1887.

(To be continued,)

A PPRO V A L S H E E T S  AND C O LLEC TIO N S .
New Sheets of Stamps for beginners and medium collectors. We have just been arranging our Approval 

Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps are mounted on 
Sheets, containing an average of 100 Stamps per Sheet. They are all arranged in the order of our New Cata
logue. First, Great Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries. These Sheets contain about 5,oco 
different Stamps, and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent on demand. The Sheets arranged to date 
are over forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries.

Star.ley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London, W.C.
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PORTRAITS ON STAMPS
By BOSWELL JUNIOR
Colombia
'“P H IS  country has issued an alarming 
A multitude of stamps, but it has deco

rated very few of them with portraits of 
its notable men. Its preference has been 
for the familiar Arms type surmounted 
with the Eagle of Liberty. But some of 
the so-called “ sovereign”  states com
prised in the republic have quite made 
up for the omission. I propose to deal 
with the portraits on the stamps of the 
republic and its separate states, taking 
first those of Colombia itself.

Ci a'J iTJWWu

Bolivar, Simon, was a prominent figure 
in the war for indepen- 
dence which the South 
American colonies of 
Spain waged from 1810 
to 1821. He was born 
at Caracas in 1783, and 
died at San Pedro, near 
Santa Marta, in 1830. 
He was a Venezuelan 

general and statesman, and when the 
War of Independence broke out he joined 
the insurgents, and served under Miranda 
in 1812. In the following year he cap
tured Caracas, and was there named 
General of the Venezuelan forces and 
temporary Dictator, and received the title 
of “  Liberator,”  but he was eventually’ 
forced to retire to Barcelona, and thence 
to Jamaica in May, 1815. In 1816 he 
was again in the field, and made a descent 
upon the Venezuelan coast, and took 
Angostura in 1817. A patriot Congress 
there confirmed Bolivar as Dictator. In 
1819 he marched into New Grenada and 
formed a junction with Santander. The 
victory of BoyacA made him master of 
BogotA and New Grenada. A Congress 
of Angostura now decreed the union of 
Venezuela and New Grenada in the Re
public of Colombia, and Bolivar was 
elected President i 1 1819. He completely 
routed the Spanish army in Venezuela in

the battle of Carabobo on the 24th June, 
1821, and entered Quito in the following 
year, adding the region nowcalled Ecuador 
to Colombia. In 1823 he went to Lima, 
and was made Dictator of Peru. Sucres’ 
victory at Avacucho on 9th December, 
1824, ended the Spanish rule in South 
America.

In June, 1825, Bolivar visited Upper 
Peru. A Congress met there in August, 
decreed the formation of the Republic of 
Bolivia, invited Bolivar to frame the con
stitution, and named him perpetual Pro
tector. But Peru declared against him 
in 1826, and Bolivia soon followed, and 
though he remained President of the 
three countries forming Colombia until 
his death, the great Republic created by 
him fell to pieces soon after.

Mr. C. E. Akers, in his admirable H is
tory o f South Am erica, says of Bolivar: 
“ The Liberator, after the extinction of 
Spanish rule in Peru, endeavoured to bring 
about a federation of the South American 
Republic into one great community, but 
his action was unacceptable to Chili and 
Buenos Aires, and aroused bitter jealousy 
in those states. Finding it impossible to 
realise his project, he returned to Colombia 
in 1826, internal disturbances in that 
country demanding his prompt attention. 
Revolutions against his authority had 
broken out in Venezuela and various dis
tricts of Colombia, and in the following 
year a war ensued between Peru and 
Colombia, the former insisting that Bolivar 
had attempted to bring that country under 
Colombian authority. From 1827 to the 
date o f his death in December, 1830, the 
Liberator was the object of bitter enmity 
in Colombia, and was accused repeatedly 
of harbouring designs to found an imperial 
dynasty for his own benefit. He died a 
poor man, when only forty-seven, at Santa 
Maria, thoroughly disheartened by the 
turmoil of internal political dissension 
which embittered his latter years.”

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S  T R I C E D  C A T A L O G U E  O F T H E  T O S T  A G E  S T A M P S  O F T H E  WORLD. 
Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies ; post-free, 2s. 9d. Vol. II. The Rest of the World; post-free, 2s. 9d. 

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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INGLE-NOOK YARNS
JO H N SO N  M A JO R  AND I

By C. RAYMOND MEGSON

JOHNSON major and I were the 
greatest of chums. We went to the 

nets together for cricket practice, we 
trained together for “ footer,” swam to
gether, “ swotted”  together—in fact, were 
always together, and agreed upon every
thing save one. Johnson major collected 
stamps ; I did not. This was the bone of 
contention over which we worried and 
growled and spoilt the harmony of our 
happiness. I wanted Johnson major not 
to collect; he used to bring all the per
suasion he could muster to make me col
lect ; but we both remained adamant, and 
stubborn as mules. He called stamp col
lecting “  the royal road to the acquisition 
of knowledge ” ; he enlarged upon the in
tellectual pleasure tobederived fromit; but 
all to no good— I would not be influenced.
I was a silly youngster in those days.

I well remember one wet evening, when 
we were in the fifth form together at Bar
ratry’s, I went into his den with the in
tention of asking him to come and have a 
bout with the gloves ; but as soon as I 
saw him 1 knew that threats and all the 
powers of persuasion would indeed be 
useless. There he was with his stamps, 
running them up and down a ladder-like 
arrangement of dots and dashes on gran
ite cardboard, something like a weak 
imitation of a Morse code. “  Perf. 16, 
large crown,”  he muttered; “ good, g o o d !”  
and smiled.

* ‘ What is ‘ good, good ’ ? ”  I said. 
“ Why, perf. 16, large crown; it’s 

more valuable, you know. Perf. 16, large 
crown, perf. 14, small crown ; always 
good, you know.”

“  Oh ! ”  I ejaculated. “  But do you 
mean to tell me that because the notches 
(imagine calling perfs. “  notches ”  ; I was 
a silly youngster in those days, and no 
mistake) round a stamp happen to be 
b'gf&er or smaller they make a stamp 
worth the more ? ”

He looked at me with that superior 
look of his which he always adopted tvhen 
talking “  stamps,”  said nothing, but 
sneered. Yes, he actually sneered. I 
felt like—well, only Johnson major was 
a bigger chap than I.

“  It shows what silly fatheads you 
philatelists are, then,”  I said ; jolly wild I 
was, too. I expected Johnson to chuck 
something at me ; but he didn’t.

I felt beastly tired and bored ; nothing 
to do, Johnson at his stamps, wet even
ing ; so I sat down, and just had a look 
at his album. Not that I felt any interest 
in it—oh, no ! Better than doing noth
ing, you know. I have even looked at 
beastly cigarette pictures to fill up time. 
Johnson continued poking and playing 
with his stamps. The silence became 
simply unbearable. 1 felt I must break it, 
or else go demented and do something 
silly—perhaps promise to start stamp col
lecting. (Who said “ U g h ? ” ) So I re
marked in the most off-hand voice I could 
assume: “ Where the intellectual pleasure 
comes in, I don’t know, Johnson.”

He looked at me, and said sententiously, 
“  Don't you? ”

“  No, hanged if I d o ! I don’t think I 
could get much inspiration from this 
Johnny even with the garland on his 
brow.”  I was looking at his French 
stamps at the time. Now, I do believe 
that Johnson major was actually pleased 
that I even looked at his stamps.

He came round to my side of the table, 
and said, “  I ’ll tell you why these stamps 
are interesting, even those depicting the 
Johnny without the garland on his brow.”

I always had a suspicion that Johnson 
major was a bit sarcastic.

Well, he told me that when French 
stamps were first issued, the country 
was a republic, and that Ceres, the god
dess of corn, was depicted thereon. I 
think it is the goddess of corn ; but, you 
know, I am not a brainy chap like John
son major; he’s awfully clever. Then he 
told me that France was made into an 
empire, and the stamps were altered to 
bear the head of the then ruling emperor. 
He explained that the laurel leaf was 
added to signalise Napoleon’s victories in 
Italy, and how France again became a 
republic, and has remained so ever since, 
and told me that the whole history of this 
country is writ on its postage stamps. He 
then explained how the stamps of the
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Sudan were of great historical interest; 
how the native Mussulmans objected to 
moisten the mucilage on a stamp bearing 
a Christian symbol. You know, these 
stamps were first watermarked with a 
cross, which was considered as undoubt
edly pertaining to the Christian faith ; this 
was then changed to a crescent and star. 
A native rising was thus averted, and 
everybody was happy.

I was getting jolly- interested, you know ; 
but I would not let him have the least 
suspicion of it—oh, no ! Wouldn’t he ha ve 
crowed over me, eh ? The stamps of St. 
Kitts, depicting Columbus using a tele
scope, struck my fancy. Why, any-body 
knows that Christopher died in the year 
1506, and telescopes were not invented 
until the year 1608. What an outrageous 
error to perpetrate on a postage stamp, 
isn’t it ? Why, 1 knew better than that— 
at least, when Johnson major told me.

Johnson major knows 1 have a pretty- 
keen sense of humour, and thinking no 
doubt that he could interest me the more, 
turned to his stamps of Nyassa. Pointing 
to the 1901 issue, portraying a giraffe 
reaching the edible fruit at the top of 
a palm, he said, “ If only that enterpris
ing quadruped could become advertising 
manager for a firm, it would make that 
firm’s fortune.”

“  How is th a t? ”  I said.
“ W hy,”  he chuckled, “ its ways are 

‘ far-reaching and up to date.’ ”

Wicked, atrocious joke, wasn’t it? But 
Johnson major always was a rare old 
wag.

We shut up his album after that, and 
as I was leaving him, I said, by way of a 
joke, “  If you will give me a blue Mauritius 
to start a collection, I will join you at once 
as a philatelist.”

“  Will you?” he replied. “ Shake hands 
upon it.”  We shook, and a bargain was 
sealed.

The next day Johnson major brought 
me a little grease-proof envelope with a 
stamp inside. “  I ’ve brought the founda
tion of your collection,” he said.

I felt staggered. I always thought a 
blue Mauritius was worth about two 
thousand pounds. I looked at the en
closure and beheld an eight cent stamp 
of Mauritius, 1879 issue. “  I meant the 
‘ Post Office’ Mauritius,” I blurted out.

“  You should have said so ," he replied. 
“  You distinctly said 1 a blue Mauritius,’ 
and there is one ; a bargain is a bargain.”

Oh ! a little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing. I was fairly beaten at last by- 
Johnson major. So 1 bought an album 
and a packet of stamps and started as a 
philatelist.

And now I love my stamps. I am get
ting on, too. I can talk of stops above 
the line, and on the line, pelure paper, 
serrated perfs., roulettes, large stars, 
small stars, and sundry other philatelic 
etceteras, and know what they mean, too.

GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
A Royal Philatelic Society 
It  will be possible some of these fine days 
to form a very respectable Royal Philatelic 
Society, with a membership confined to 
crowned heads and their families. Al
ready we have the Prince of Wales, 
whose two eldest boys are both keen 
collectors; then there is the Princess 
Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, the Mikado 
of Japan, the Prince of Siam, and, I have 
no doubt, a number of others whose 
names have not yet come into philatelic 
prominence. Indeed, it is a sign of the 
times that Philately is making great head
way amongst the higher classes of society. 
We should hear a great deal more than 
we do about titled collectors but that

every dealer who gets to know them 
keeps his know-ledge as dark as possible, 
lest the joker across the way may get 
sending the new client some of his rub
bishy approval sheets. Before founding 
a Royal Philatelic Society it would be 
necessary to ascertain w-hether it would 
be approved of by the Shah of Europe.

T h at Prospectus
T h e y  say it’s all but ready for issue, but 
there remains the fact that it is not yet 
issued. I refer, of course, to the anxiously- 
awaited programme of the forthcoming 
International Philatelic Exhibition. Will 
someone kindly wake them up, and re
mind them that “  Barkis is willin’ and
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waitin’ ”  to see that programme? Our 
appetites have been so sharpened by 
various hints as to its superiority to any
thing that has gone before, that we shall 
have to proceed to extreme measures un
less we receive our copy very soon.

Ladies on the Committee 
1 am  told that ladies are very backward 
in coming forward to join the Committee 
of the Exhibition. It wants some titled 
lady to lead the way ; then the ice would 
be broken, and we should have a ladies' 
annexe in no time. It is to be hoped that 
there will nevertheless be a ladies’ com
mittee, for ladies could do an immense 
amount of influential work in the direction 
of making the show a great success.

Picture Stamps
I v e n t u r e  to predict that the coming 
season will be a very prolific one from 
the picture stam p point of view. It is 
evident that the stamp factories are 
making a note of the great success which 
has attended some picture series, notably 
the New Zealand set. The French Colo

CUI BONO?
A P H IL A T E L IS T ’S R E P L Y

T HINK kindly, pray; do not despise 
What may seem useless in your eyes 
Before you have consider'd well!

See what these “ paper medals” tell:
The graver's tool, the artist’s skill,
A worthy purpose here fulfil;
By value, portrait, symbol, date.
The Stamp can show the Realm or State : 
On this small square you look, and find 
An index of a nation's mind!

In every cultivated race
These little messengers find place:
These fragile links bind land to land.
And aid the love of heart and hand; 
Through them the Treasury chests o’erflow, 
And Nations countless thanks will owe 
That Englishman whose active brain 
Contriv’d this fairy flow of gain !
As notes on music's varied page 
Touch all the chords from youth to age,
So in this book, in fancied chime,
We range these silent notes of time; 
Suggesting to the thoughtful eye 
The fitful strains of history.

Here, as in mimic gallery plac'd.
Portraits of fair and great are trac’d ;
Kings, Emperors, and Chiefs of fame, 
Queens—with our own of honour’d name—

nies are, one by one, being supplied with 
stamps which display in miniature some 
interesting scene, or bird or animal 
peculiar to each particular colony.
The Kagu of New Caledonia
T h e new set just out for New Caledonia 
has a strange-looking bird for the central 
design of its lower values that bothered 
me a great deal, but I ran him down at 
last in A"e-xton's Dictionary o f B irds  as 
the Kagu, an almost extinct species 
peculiar to New Caledonia. It is an ex
tremely curious bird, and was discovered 
after the French occupation of the island 
in 1852. It was first regarded as a heron, 
then as a crane. But when two live speci
mens were received at our Zoological 
Gardens, Mr. Bartlett established its affin
ity to the Sun Bittern. It is described as 
a rather long-legged bird, about as large 
as an ordinary fowl, with bright red bill 
and legs, large eyes, a full pendent crest, 
and is generally of a light slate colour, 
paler beneath, and obscurely barred on 
its longer wing coverts and tail with a 
darker shade.

And pictur’d stories of each land 
From frozen shore to sunny strand:
St. Salvador with flaming crest,
Or Nicaragua’s vales of rest;
From Costa Rica’s tropic steeps,
To where the Alpine Gentian peeps;
Peru can show her Llamas fleet,
Canadians their shrewd Beaver greet; 
Australia's Swan floats proudly by, 
Newfoundland’s Seals on icebergs lie ;
“ The Stars and Stripes” their history trace 
From Britain’s world-encircling race ;
While Virgin Islands gladly boast 
“  Our Lady ” still defends their coast!
In happy proof that all are kin,
Each language sends its tribute in ;
And, token of fraternal band,
The sign is pass’d from hand to hand:
Babel’s confusion here is still’d,
Another tongue the world has fill’d ;
And races, that with jealous caste 
All others shunn’d for ages past,
Ancient traditions now forget,
To join the world’s new alphabet!
Thus, as each chequer’d page we turn,
The course of dynasties we learn;
While art and history combine 
To make me p r i z e  t h e s e  s t a m p s  o f  m i n e  ! 

187a C. T.
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NEW ISSUES
The E d ito r  w i l l  be g r a t e fu l  to  h is  r e a d e r s  i f  t h e y  w il l  h e lp  h im  w ith  th e  e a r lie s t  p o ss ib le  in fo rm a tio n  co n cern in g  

new is s u e s . N ew s f r o m  th e  C o lo n ies in  p a r t ic u la r  w ill  b e  m uch  a p p re c ia te d . W hen p o ss ib le , a  sp ec im en  sh o u ld  
a ccom pan y t h e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  sh o u ld  b e  a d d r e s s e d  to

EDW ARD J .  NANKIVELL, Carnanton , C am den P ark, Tun bridge W ells.

British South Africa. — Here is the British South 
Africa Company's official announcement of the 
Victoria Falls series chronicled on page 89:—

“ T h e  B r it is h  A s s o c i a t i o n 's  V i s i t  t o  R h o d e s i a .
O p e n in g  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  F a l l s  B r i d g e  o n  

THE C a PE-TO-CAIRO RAILW AY.

“  In connection with the forthcoming visit of the 
British Association to Rhodesia the British South 
Africa Company have issued a special set of postage 
stamps consisting of id., 2$d., 3d., is., 2s. 6d., and 
5s., the design of which represents a magnificent view 
of the Victoria Falls. This issue will also serve to 
commemorate the formal opening, during the British 
A^ociation's visit to the Falls, of the bridge across the 
Zambesi River, one of the greatest engineering marvels 
of modern times, and a most important link in the 
Cape-to-Cairo Railway.”

Denmark.—We have received a new 4 ore of 
striking, not to say peculiar, design. Whether it is 
intended only for low values, or is to be the type of 
the new series in preference to the two recently issued 
portrait stamps, remains to be seen.

0RE\wX 0 REPftSIEWMftPKI-
Per/.

4  o r e ,  b lu e .

Guadeloupe.—We now illustrate the franc values 
chronicled but not illustrated on p. 73.

We are informed that the view on the low values is 
intended to represent Basse Terre, the capital of 
Guadeloupe, with Mount Houllemont. The view on 
the middle values represents La Souffri&re, and that 
on the high values the shore at Pointe-i-Pitre.

Morocco Agencies.—E m e u 's  W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e w s  
chronicles the receipt of the 50 c. of the single C A 
King’s Head series.

Wmk. Single C A . P crf.
5 c., grey-green and green. 

io c ., purple on red paper.
20 c., grey-green and carmine.
25 c., lilac and black on blue.
50 c., violet.

Portuguese Colonies.—In vol. i., page 380, we 
listed a lot of provisionals for these colonies then re
ported to be in course of printing. We have now 
received the following, all (except the Portuguese 
Indies, which is Gibbons’ Type 25) surcharged on the 
current colonial type with numeral of value in right- 
hand upper corner. The original corner figures are 
barred out, and the new value in large Figures with 
the word REIS under in the centre of the stamp.

.•/ ngola.
50 reis on 65 rcis, blue.

C abo V erde.
50 reis on 65 reis, blue. 

Congo.
50 reis on 65 reis, blue. 

Guinl.
50 reis on 65 reis, blue. 

India
2 tangas on 2} tangas, blue. 

Inhambane.
50 reis on 65 reis, blue.

Lourenfo Marques.
50 reis on 6$ reis, blue. 

M aeau.
to avos on 12 avos, mauve. 

Mozambique.
50 reis on 65 reis, blue.
S. Them/ e Principe.

50 reis on 6$ reis, blue. 
Tim er.

so avos on 1 a avos, blue. 
Zambezia.

50 reis on 65 rets, blue.
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S u d a n .— Messrs. Whitfield King: &  Co. send us 
a copy o f the i millicme, carmine frame and brown 
centre, watermarked multiple Star and Crescent. This 
stamp, like others of the set on the multiple paper, 
was chronicled long: ago, but has only just been issued.

I f t V t V A W .  wTJ

/ ! ’in k . M u ltip le  S t a r  a n d  C rescen t. P e r / .

i m., carmine, brown centre, 
z m., brown, green ,,
3 m., green, mauve ,,
5 m., black, carmine ,,
1 p., brown, blue „
2 p., blue, black ,,

Transvaal.— W e  have received the is. stamp on 
the multiple C A  paper.

H 'in k . M u ltip le  C A . P e r / .
Jd., green, centre black, 
id ., carmine ,,
?hd., ultramarine ,,
6d., orange ,,
is., red-brown, centre slate.

V e n e zu e la .—W e  have received some wall plaster* 
with a respectable mechanic's portrait, with symbolic 
figures on each side, and the date “ 23 de M a y ”  with
out year. Presumably the stamps are intended to 
commemorate some one of the usual cut-throat in
surrections familiar in Venezuela. Kach stamp occu
pies a wall space of iS in. long by i 1. in. width.

P e r / .
5 centimos, red. 

xo ,, blue- 
as „  yellow.

MISCELLANEOUS
Revolutions and Postage Stamps
Mekecl's Weekly Stamp A V »s (U .S .A .) has had an 
interesting competition on the question “  How many 
Revolutions have been signalized by changes in Post
age Stam ps?”

W e  quote the result from the columns of our con
temporary :—

“ W e  have received five answers to this problem, 
the best list being submitted by Rev. I.. C . W alter 
and followed in order by Henry H. Hart, Jr ., J . Arthur 
W ainwright, K. K . Stevens, and Fred Lindcnan.

“ It has proved somewhat difficult to know just 
where to draw the line in some cases, but we have 
taken the question at its obvious meaning of postal 
changes directly due to revolutions or rebellions. 
This eliminates such stamps as the United States Cen
tennial envelopes and the Servian Coronation issue, 
both of which commemorate revolutions, but whose 
issue was not exactly due to them.

“  1. United States, 1861 issue. The confiscation of 
the U .S . stamps of the 1857-60 issues by Southern 
postmasters when the Civil W ar broke out, caused 
the immediate preparation of the 1861 issue and the 
demonetization of all previous issues when the latter 
appeared.

“ 2, Confederate States: Provisional and Regular. 
These stamps replaced the regular United States 
stamps in the seceding States for a period of five 
years during the Civil W ar.

“ 3. Brazil, 1890 issue. Overthrow of the Mon
archy, Nov. 15-16, 1889, a°d  establishment of the 
Republic.

“ 4. Colombia, issues of various cities (Scott Nos. 
>67, 3 1 1)  and State issues of the same period due to 
interrupted communications with the central govern
ment on account of the insurrection in progress from 
1900 through 1902.

“ 5. Crete, iSgSissuo. The issue of a stamp for Crete 
signalized the virtual overthrow of Turkish rule. The 
rebellion o f 1897-8 had for its aim annexation to Greece, 
but the defeat of the latter country in the war with 
Turkey in 1897-8 resulted in practical autonomy for 
Crete under Prince George of Greece, who represents 
the Great Powers responsible for the government of 
the island.

“ 6. Cuba, Habilitados of 1868. This surcharged 
set, as well as the set of 1869, was due to the revolution 
in Spain which dethroned Queen Isabella II. in 186$.

“ 7. Cuba, 1875 issue. Signalizes the overthrow of 
the Spanish republic and restoration of the monarchy.

“ 8. Cuba, Puerto Principe surcharges and U.S. 
stamps surcharged. These issues signalized the 
success of the last Cuban insurrection aided by the 
United States.

“ 8a. Cuba, Republic issue of 1873. As there is 
much doubt about the authenticity of this stamp, 
which undoubtedly never did any real postal service, 
it should hardly be considered. A s it was submitted, 
however, and has a place in the catalogue (Scott 
No. 601), we have given it for what it may be worth.

‘ *9. France, *870 issue. Scott’s numbers 37-47 are 
the so-called * Bordeaux issue ’ of November, and 
48-53 the stamps issued in Paris, in October, which 
signalized the overthrow of the Second Empire and 
the establishment of the Third Republic, following 
the defeat and capture of Napoleon III. at Sedan, 
September 2, 1870.

“ 10. France, Offices in China, 1900 issue. These 
surcharges were issued in Pekin as a result of the 
conditions due to the Boxer rebellion of 1900.

“ 11. French Colonies, 1871-2 issues. All stamps of 
these issues inscribed repu b  FRANC should be in
cluded with 9.
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f “ 12. Hawaii, Provisional Government surcharges of 
| 1893. These signalize the overthrow of the monarchy.

I “ 13. Hayti, 1902 issue. The surcharge applied to 
the r898~9 issue denotes the overthrow of President 
Sam and the establishment of the Provisional Govern
ment in May, 1902.

" 14 . India, C .E .F . surcharges of 1900. These stamps 
were the result of the Boxer rebellion in China which 
the ‘ Chinese Expeditionary Force,' sent by India, 
helped to quell.

“ 15. Mexico, 1867 issue. The reissue of the first 
type of the Mexican stamps, surcharged ‘ M exico’ in 
Gothic letters, signalized the overthrow of Maxi
milian’s empire when the supporting French army 
was withdrawn, and the re-establishment of the 
Republic.

“ 16. Modena, 1859 issue. This issue was due to 
the overthrow of the princely house of Este (vide 
toste e s t e x s i  on the issue of 1832), Duke Francis V . 
having been deposed in that year.

“ 17. Panama, surcharges of 1903-4 on the Colom
bian and former state stamps. Signalize the revolu
tion of Nov. 3, 1903, when independence of Colombia 
was declared.

“  18. Paraguay. The revolution of last year was 
responsible for a 10 c. stamp inscribed ‘ Gobierno 
Provisorio’ and ‘ Agosto 1904,' besides a similar sur
charge on the regular government set.

“ 19. Parma, 1859 issue. Overthrow of the Ducal 
government and establishment of the Provisional 
government in 1859.

“ 20. Philippines, Habilitados of 1868. These sur
charges are to be grouped with 6, being the result of 
the dethronement of Queen Isabella.

“ 2». Philippines, 1875-6 issue. Signalizes the over
throw of the Spanish republic and the restoration of 
the monarchy.

“ 22. Philippines, Aguinaldo stamps. These have 
as much right to a place in the catalogue as the 
‘ Carlist’ stamps of Spain. T h ey signalize the re
bellion of the Filipinos against occupation of the 
Islands by the United States.

“ 23. Porto Rico, 1875 issue. Signalizes the over
throw of the Spanish republic and the restoration of 
the monarchy.

“ 24. Rhodesia, surcharges, Scott Nos. 40-9. These 
surcharges were caused by the cutting oft of the 
regular stamp supplies due to the Matabele uprising.

“ 25. Routnania, 1866 issue. Prince Couza was de
posed in :866 and the new issue of that year shows 
us Prince (now King) Charles, who was elected to take 
his place.

“ 26. Salvador, 1895 issue, first type surcharged 
with arms. This issue was prepared with the features 
of Pres. Ezeta as a centre-piece, but a revolution 
ending his career before their issue, his successor had 
them surcharged for temporary use while the second 
set was being made ready.

“ 27. Samoa, Provisional Government surcharge of 
1899. This surcharge signalizes the ending of the 
strife due to the claimants to the throne, and the 
establishment of the ‘ Tripartite’ government by the 
representatives of England, Germany, and the United 
States.

“ 28. Servia, 1903 issue. The surcharged issue 
signalizes the overthrow of the government and 
assassination of K ing Alexander by an arm y clique 
opposed to him and his methods.

“ 29. South Bulgaria, surcharges of 1885. These 
were due to the revolution of September, 1885, by 
which the Sultan’s government of Eastern Roumelia 
(which was its previous name) was overthrown and 
annexation to Bulgaria declared.

“ 30. Spain, Habilitados of 1868-9. These have been 
already noted under 6 and 20 as being due to the re
bellion against Queen Isabella II. and her banishment 
in 1868.

“ 3 1 . Spain, 1875 issue. This signalizes the over
throw of the republic, established in 1873 after the 
abdication of Amadeus, and the re-establishmcnt of 
the monarchy under Alfonso X II. (See 7, 2 1, and 23.)

“ 32. Spain, Carlist stamps (Scott Nos. 50 1-ti). 
Issued by Don Carlos, pretender to the Spanish throne, 
during his unsuccessful rebellion, 1872-5.

“ 33. Transvaal, 1882-3 issues (Scott Nos. 94-8). 
Signalize the successful revolt of the Boers against 
Great Britain, by which their virtual independence 
was restored.

“ 34. Tuscany, t86o issue. Issued by the Provisional 
Government after Grand Duke Leopold II. had been 
deposed in 1859.

“ 35* Uruguay, 1897 issue. The surcharge pa/ 
(Spanish * Peace ’) signalizes the close of a rebellion 
in that year.

“ 36. Uruguay, 1904 issue. The same word sur
charged on the 1, 2, and 5 c. stamps of this issue 
signalizes the close of another rebellion in 1904.

“ 37* Venezuela, 1893 issue (Scott Nos. 90-104). The 
surcharging of these stamps was due to the fact that 
large quantities of unsurcharged stamps were looted 
from post offices by revolutionists.

“ 38. Venezuela, 1900 issue (Scott Nos. 130-56). 
These surcharges were due to the same causes as the 
last.

“  It mightbe added that the first issues of Bulgaria, 
Eastern Roumelia, and Bosnia have a good claim to 
belong in this class. Rebellions against the Turks 
took place in atl three during the Turko-Russian war 
in 1877-8, and after the war they were more or less 
freed from Turkish rule by the Treaty of Berlin. 
Distinctive stamps were immediately issued in Bulgaria 
and Bosnia, and some two years later the surcharge 
R.O . for Eastern Roumelia appeared on the Turkish 
stamps.”

B R IT IS H  A F R IC A  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .
Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa has caused great attention to be drawn to the stamps of the 

British Possessions on that continent, and to the enormous increase in the number of collectors that has ensued 
from the issue of the W a r Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before the public a new and very complete Album, designed for the British Possessions, etc., on 
the African Continent. The Album is designed upon the well-known plan of the Imperial Albums—the stamps 
in numbered spaces of the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the description, full particulars, and 
illustrations on the opposite page. In order to make this a permanent Album we have provided from one to 
four blank pages after each country, thus making the Album available for the issues of many years to come. 
220 pages. Size, 8| x ti£  inches. Post-free in Great Britain, 10s. 7d.

S ta n le y  G ibboos, L td ., 39s, S tra n d , London, W .C .
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD and H. DE GORSSE
Translated from the French by EDITH  C. PHILLIPS

C H A P T E R  X V I (continued)

UVwt a woman w ills----

A  F E W  promenaders, drawn by curiosity, had 
gathered round them and had not lost a word of 
the discussion, which they found very diverting 

in its originality and unexpectedness. T h e y saw the 
captain reflect for a minute, as if seeking some means 
of giving his exacting passenger a little help.

“ Indeed, mademoiselle,”  he said at length, “ it 
grieves me deeply that such a misfortune should 
happen to you, but there is only one thing I can do 
to prove it------”

“ Oh, what is that? Tell me quickly.”
“  Do not expect too much. It has nothing to do 

with taking you back. Hut if you wish to send in
structions to France immediately concerning the sub
ject which troubles you, without awaiting your arrival 
in New York, which means a week’s delay, I can 
telegraph.”

“ Telegraph ! ” said Hetty in astonishment. 
“ Certainly, mademoiselle. The passengers have 

the right of corresponding, by signals, with the 
semaphores, while the steamer is in sight of the coast, 
and the semaphore sends the telegiam on in the 
ordinary form. For a good half-hour yet we can be 
seen by the semaphore at La Iieve. After that time I 
can promise nothing on account of the haze and the 
distance.”

“  1 am much obliged to you,”  said Miss Betty, who 
could not refrain from a little dryness. And, without 
contending any further, she leaned on her elbows on 
the side of the steamer, feeling furious in her help
lessness.

“ T e le g ra p h !” she mused. “ W hat would be the 
good of that? T o  whom ? For w hat? That could 
not justify me in the eyes of William Keniss, or give  
me any information concerning the real stamp.”

Several o f those who had heard this extraordinary 
conversation came up to the captain and began to 
make m erry over the exorbitant desires o f the young 
girl. But one of them left this group and drew 
nearer to her.

“ W ill you pardon me, mademoiselle, if I speak to 
you without having the honour of youracquaintance?”  
he said.

“ W hat do you want with me, s ir ? ”  she returned 
severely enough, thinking perhaps that this might be 
a second Sir Oscar.

“ Nothing but what may be to your advantage, 
mademoiselle,”  said the new-comer. “ I think I under
stood that you have a great desire to return to lan d ?" 

“  That is quite true.”
“  W ould it be early enough for you If you were to 

arrive in Paris to-morrow m orning?”
“ W h at! Have you any means to su gg est?” asked 

the girl with a quick flash of hope.
“  Perhaps.”
“  Oh, do tell me quickly ! You are killing me with 

suspense."
“ W ell, the captain offered to send a telegram for 

you. W h y  not telegraph to the T u g  Company at 
Cherbourg ? *'

“  I do not see how that would help m e."
“ The captain refuses to let you have one of his 

boats, but he could not refuse to put you on board 
one sent to meet you.”

Hetty listened breathlessly, but without, as yet, com- 
prehending the idea.

“ I will explain,” continued the unknown. “ Give 
the T u g  Company an order to send one of their ■ 
steamers to cross the line of route of the Bretagne. I 
W e  shall be off Cherbourg in about four hours, so you 
will just have time.”

“ Oh, thank you.”  And Miss Betty, who knew how 
to act on sudden resolutions, ran to the captain, and, 
surrounded as he was by a numerous group, without 
concerning herself as to whether they listened or not, 
said—

“  I will accept the offer you made me just now."
“  V e ry  good, mademoiselle; kindly write down 

what you wish me to say.”
On a leaf torn from her memorandum book she 

wrote rapidly these few words :—

“ T u g  C o m p a n y ,
“  C h e r b o u r g .

“ Send immediately, at any cost, quick steamer to 
meet Bretagne about to pass off Cherbourg en route 
for New York. Urgent.

“  B e t t y  S c o t t . "

Then she handed the paper to the captain, who, 
after reading it, shook his head.

“ It would be quite useless, mademoiselle, for I 
could not allow you to g o  on board.”

“ Oh, indeed! W h y  not, if you p lease?”
“  Because to do that 1 must stop the boat, and my 

time is limited, except for circumstances over which I 
have no control. Moreover, you are on the list of my 
passengers, and I am equally responsible for you, if 
you will forgive m y saying so.”

“  I will absolve you from that responsibility.”
“  It is not in your power, mademoiselle.”
These perpetual objections irritated the girl to a 

degree.
“ Then you refuse to send m y message?”  she cried.
“  B y  no means. I simply felt that I ought to point 

out the uselessness of it.
“  Never mind that. Send it.”
“  I will do so at once. But let it be well understood 

that I have given you due warning,”  And the captain 
looked round on his auditors as if to appeal to them 
as witnesses, and went off to give his orders to the 
officer in charge of the signals. The flag was soon 
hoisted on the mizzen-mast to warn the signalman at 
the semaphore that there was a communication to 
receive, and, almost immediately, the glasses directed 
towards the cliffs of La H ive saw the red and white 
flag which showed that their signal was seen.

The passengers, interested in these manoeuvres, 
now kept their eyes fixed on the vessel’s mast. Along 
the rope, which mounted and descended with mar
vellous rapidity, carrying to the masthead the signals 
which served to interpret the words of the telegram, 
they saw in succession all the flags used for correspond
ing at a distance—the red, the yellow and blue, the 
white with the red cross o f St. Andrew, the red with 
the yellow cross, the white chequered with blue, the 
blue quartered with yellow, the red and white, and 
many others.

Sometimes one was hoisted alone, sometimes several 
together, forming innumerable combinations. Then, 
when this came to an end, the semaphore hoisted a
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white pennant with a red circle, to show that the 
message was understood and all was well. It was 
high time, for the steamer, thanks to her speed, was 
already at a great distance; and the cliffs, following 
the example of the town, were being gradually 
swallowed up in the fine May mist which spread over 
the sea and glanced in the sun like a silken veil. The  
news of the adventure soon went the round of the 
ship, and in every corner groups were forming to 
discuss the young girl’s chances of success or failure.

“ I say her perseverance will meet with its re
ward,” said one of the daring little American’s fellow- 
passengers.

“ And I, that she will have all the trouble and 
expense for nothing,” returned another.

“ W e  cannot tell as yet,” added a third vaguely, 
evidently with no intention of compromising himself.

In fact. Miss Scott’s caprice had become the event 
of the day, and ihe denouement was impatiently awaited. 
There were even some among the passengers who, of 
their own free-will, went to the captain and pointed 
out that there would be little inconvenience in stop
ping for a few seconds ; that it would not cause them 
to be more than fifteen or twenty minutes behind 
time, and that it would be a humane act not to refuse 
the American lady a boon which she so ardently 
desired. The captain replied evasively to each of 
them, careful, while still going his own way, not to 
offend anybody.

As for Betty, all her efforts could not succeed in 
hiding her impatience. Her mind rushed towards the 
unknown, the uncertain, the improbable. A dozen 
questions at once forced themselves upon her, questions 
which it was impossible to answer, and which com
bined to throw her into an intolerable state of nervous 
excitement. W ould her plot succeed? How would 
the captain behave at the last moment? And, above 
all, would her telegram arrive at Cherbourg in time?

It was this last subject which caused her the greatest 
apprehension. W ould the T u g  Company, at sight of 
her name and without any guarantee or payment in 
advance, start off one of their steamers? And if so, 
would this steamer arrive at a favourable moment on 
the route of the Iiretagnes or might it not possibly 
happen that, without perceiving it, she would allow 
the liner to pass in the distance towards the open sea? 
And many other questions equally insoluble, equally 
fenced with difficulties and obstacles, rendered Miss 
Scott, as we have said, so nervously anxious that it 
was almost impossible for her to keep still.

Victoria, her preparations completed, made herself 
as small as possible at her side, not daring to ask any
thing or to risk the least observation. She was simply 
resigned—convinced in her heart that this second 
crossing would be no less eventful than the first, and 
that some serious step was contemplated, to judge by 
her mistress’s looks and a few scraps of conversation 
overheard here and there.

(To be continued.')

THE STAMP MARKET
By A N  ODD LOT

I APPEND a few prices of notable stamps at recent 
auctions:—
Messrs. Glendining Sc Co.’s Sale,
June 15th and 16th, 1905.
Great Britain, 1881, id., lilac, printed on & s. d.

both sides * ............................................. 2 4 0
Ditto, proof of the Mulready wrapper

without the word “  Postage ”  at foot . 1 7 0  
Switzerland, Zurich, 4 r., with vertical lines 9 2 6  
British Central Africa, 1896, wmk. C C , ^ 10 ,

black and orange-red, mint . . . 19 o o
British East Africa, July, 1895, 5  a., with

double surcharge . . . . . 3 0 0
North Borneo, 1886, 5 c. on 8 c. (Gibbons'

21a), mint . . . . , . 4 12 6
St. Helena, 1864-74, 4d., carmine (Gibbons’

15), but perforated 14 x i2&, mint, a rare
uncatalogued variety . . . . o 14 o

Barbados, 1852, vertical half of id., used as
a id ., on portion of original . . . o 11 o

Ditto, 1878, id. on half 5s. . . . 5 7 6
Ditto, 1892, 4d., brown, surcharged h a l f 

p e n n y  in black and in red (Gibbons’ 106) 8 0 0  
British Honduras, 1866, 6 c. on to c., in

verted surcharge (Gibbons’ 45) . . 4 13 0
Falkland Islands, ltd. on half id., double

s u r c h a r g e .............................................. .....
Mexico, 1861, medio real, brown, with Gothic

surcharge, m i n t ..................................... 1 9 0
V irgin  Islands, 1899, 4d., error FENCF,

mint . . . . . . . 4 0 0

New South W a le s  1871-83, 6d., perf. 12 x 10,
mint, surcharged O .S. in red, an un- jC *• d.
catalogued v a r ie ty ..................................... o 19 0

New Zealand, 1862, 2d., slate-blue (Gibbons’
4 5 ) ................................................................ .....  11 0

Ditto, 1863-6, is., deep green, unused and 
fine . . . . . . . . 1 1 0

Queensland, 1879-81, error **0,”  id., scarlet * 1 2 0
Tasmania, 1864-9, id., carmine, compound

perf. (Gibbons* 7 1a )*  . . . . 4 4 0
Tonga, 18 9 1,id., rose, fourStars(Gibbons* 15A)* 2 4 0 
Victoria, 1861, is., green, mint . . . 3  17 6

Ditto, ditto, id., green, no wmk., imperf. 2 18 0

Messrs. Puttick and Simpson s Sale,
June a;th and s8th, 1905.
Bulgaria, 1882, 5  stotinki, rose, error, mint . 9 0 0  
Finland, 1866, 20 penni, purple-brown, error 5 5 °  
France, 1870-3, 20 c., blue, a tete~biche pair,

mint s t a l e .............................................. 2 4 0
Great Britain, 1858-79, id., red, Plate 225, in

mint state* • . . . . . 1 1 6 0
Ditto, i860, 1 Ad., lilac-rose on bleute,afine  

block of four, in mint state* . . . 4 10 0
Ditto, 1876, 4d., deep vermilion, Plate 16 . 70 o 0
Ditto, I.R . Official, 1902, 5s., carmine . 13  o 0
Ditto, O .W . Official, 1896, id ., vermilion, 

an imperf. pair, showing portions of six
o v e r p r i n t s .............................................1 16 0

Ditto, Govt. Parcels, 1883-6, 9d., green, 
imperf., m i n t ................................... 1 2 0

Unused.
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Great Britain, 1891-1901, id., lilac, with in- jC 

verted o v e r p r i n t ......................................4 15

Ditto, ditto, 4W ., red and green, a pair,
m i n t ....................................................... 1 is

Ditto, K.H. Official, 1902, Ad., green, and 
id., scarlet, d i t t o .....................................2 17

Servia, 1866, 2 paras, green on rose, error,
m i n t ....................................................... 7 15

India, 1854, 4 a., red and blue, a very fine 
strip of four, 6 mm. apart, on entire 
original . . . . , . . 6 10

India, Scinde, 1851, A a., blue, a pair* . * 3 7

Philippine Islands, 1869-74, “  Habilitado por
la Nacion,”  2 reales, blue, a very fine pair 8 o

Straits Settlements, Johor, 1891, Tw o Cents 
on 24 c., green, the error “ Censt,” very
fine................................................................2 17

Ditto, Perak, 1883, One Cent on 2 c. rose, 
the error PKFAK, unused in mint state . 1 8

British Central Africa, 1892-3, 3s. on 4s.,
grey, m i n t ..............................................1 14

British East Africa, 1890, 4 a., lilac and blue,
a p a i r .......................................................3  12

Cape of Good Hope, 1861, woodblocks, id., 
scarlet, a block of three and a single used 
together on entire original . . . 29 8

Northern Nigeria, 1900, 2s. 6d., green and 
blue, block of four, with curious error of 
postmark, the date being " 2 0 1 9 "  . . 4  15

Southern Nigeria, 1903-4, single wmk.,
violet and green, mint . . . . 3  to

Transvaal, 1878-9, Queen's Head, r penny, in
red, on 6d., black, Type 11, very fine . 1 14

British Guiana, 1875, perf. 15, 24 c., green,
m i n t .......................................................2 10

Tierra del Fuego, 1891, toe., red, used on 
entire envelope, postmarked “  Paramo 
6th A g t.M ..............................................1 4

New South W ales, 1850-1, 2d., blue, Plate 2,
with Victorian “  butterfly ” postmark . 3  o

Ditto, ditto, 2d., lilac-blue, Plate 2 . . 4 12

Ditto, 1863-8, id., pale red, with error of 
wmk. 2, m in t ..............................................3  10

Samoa, 1898-9, 2W ., in red, on id., green,
with inverted" surcharge, very fine. . 1 10

Tasmania, 1857-70, imperf., 4d., blue, double
p r in t e d ....................................................... o 18

Victoria, 1861, id., green, watermarked One
Penny, i m p e r f . .....................................2 16

Ditto, 1867-82, 4d., rosine, mint . . 2 15

o

o

6

o

o

6

o

6

o

o

6

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

6

o

o

o

o

o

Messrs. Veotom, Bull. &  Cooper’s Sale,
June 15th and 16th, 1905.
Great Britain, 1881, id., purple, variety £  s. d. 

printed both sides, mint . . . 3  3  o
Ditto, 1887, colour proof of the iod., wmk.

Crown, m i n t .............................................. 1 15 o
Ditto, Board of Education, Queen's Head,

5d., purple and ultramarine, m int. . 3 15 o
Ditto, ditto, is., green and scarlet, mint . 7 0 0  
Ditto, ditto, K in g’s Head, 2\d., ultra- 

marine, mint . . . . . . 2 0 0
Ditto, ditto, 3d., purple and ultramarine, 

mint . . . . . . 9 0 0
Ditto, I.R . Official, 1884-5, is., green and

scarlet, m i n t .................................................. 4 0 0
Ditto, ditto, K ing’s Head, 2id ., ultra- 

marine, mint . . . T . . 5  10 o
Ditto, ditto, is., green and scarlet, mint . 8 0 0  
Ditto, O .W . Official, 1902, 5d., purple and

ultramarine, m i n t .........................................3 8 0
Ditto, ditto, tod., purple and scarlet, mint 6 0 0  
Ditto, ditto, K ing's Head, 2d., green and

scarlet, m i n t .................................................. 2 0 0
Ditto, ditto, iod., purple and scarlet, mint 6 10 o 
Ditto, Arm y Telegraphs, lilac and

green, m i n t .................................................. 5 0 0
Cyprus, first issue, Ad. on id., red, Plate 215, 

error surcharged three times, unused
and s c a r c e ..............................................1 2 0

British Bechuanaland, 1895, on Cape, 2d.
brown, twice surcharged . . . 1 1 0

Ditto, ditto, 2d., brown, surcharged 
“  Bechuanaland ”  only, mint . . . 1 i o

Ditto, 1888, surcharged “ Protectorate”  
in large type, Ad., vermilion, mint . . 1 7 0  

Ditto, ditto, is. green, variety surcharged 
“  Protectorate,”  used on piece, rare . 2 0 0

Cape of Good Hope, woodblocks, 4<l., pale 
blue, variety, retouched in right corner, 
very rare. . . . . . . 7 10 o

Orange River, 1896, provisional, Ad. on 3d., 
ultramarine, the error “ Halve Peu ny”  
without bar, mint . . • . . 1 0 0

Ditto, V .R .I ., id ., brown, error, mint . 1 14 o
Ditto, 6d. bright carm ine; a mint hori

zontal strip of three; the centre stamp 
has the figure o f value omitted . . 5  17 6

Ditto, 2^d. on 3d., blue, mint . . . 1 4 0
Transvaal, Queen’s Head provisional, id. on

6d., black, error “  1 Pennv,”  . . 2 8 0
Newfoundland, i860, is., orange-vermilion,

with original gum * . . . . 85 1 o
Trinidad, The Lady McLeod on entire . 6 6 0  

Ditto, 1869, 5s., dull lake, imperf., mint . 1 10 o
New Zealand, wmk. Lozenges, 2d., vermilion 3 3 0

* Unused.

T H E  P H I L A T E L I S T 'S  C O L L E C T IN G  BOOK.
For the coat pocket. With patent fastening to flap. Size, 6 ^x4$ inches. Handsomely bound in Art Cloth. 

Each book contains 12 pages, having four strips of linen, |-inch wide, arranged horizontally, glued at the bottom 
edge and with the upper o ie  open, for the safe retention and preservation o f recent purchases or duplicates. 
A large pocket is also provided at the back for Envelopes or Stamps in bulk. In daily use b y  leading Londoo 
Collectors. No. 17, post-free, 2s. 7d. No. 18— oblong, 24 pages, 6 strips on each page, interleaved with strong 
glazed paper to prevent rubbing—post-free, 5s. 4 d .; abroad, 5s. 6d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand. London, W .C.
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
C. C. M. (Doncaster) —The difference between the 

British South Africa 1896 series and the same type 
redrawn of 1897 is most clearly distinguished by the 
ribbon at the feet of the animals that stand on each 
side of the .central Arm s. In the original issue the 
ribbon crosses the hind le g s; in the redrawn type of 
1897 the ribbon is doubled up between the legs, and 
does not cross them. Here are the two typ e s:—

The original was designed, engraved, and printed 
by Perkins Bacon &  Co. It is, as you say, attributed 
to W aterlow in the Catalogue; but if you will refer 
to the Addenda at the end, you will find it corrected 
to Perkins Bacon & Co.

W . E . B. (Mootreal).— The best plan for removing 
the gratis stamp from the cover of G. S . W. is to wet 
a bit of clean blotting-paper the size of the stamp, 
turn over the cover, with the stamp face downwards, 
lay the wet blotting-paper on the back, and keep it 
damped till, in a few' minutes, you can peel off the 
stamp without leaving a mark on either the stamp or 
the cover. In this wray you may easily and safely 
remove the most delicate stamp. The same plan

should be adopted for removing stamps which have 
been stuck down in an old album.

J .  B. S .— Sorry we cannot recognise the Transvaals 
from your description.

T . J .  D. H —Originals and Reprints. —Can you tell 
me how to distinguish between an original and a re
print? It is impossible to laydow n any general rules, 
for the differences vary in each case. In some cases 
the papers vary, in others the shade of ink, in others 
the perforation. See Stanley Gibbons Handbook, 
Reprints o f  Postal Adhesive Stamps and their Charai- 
teristics, by E. D. Bacon. Cloth, 5/6.

T . D. (London) —Your receipt stamp used postally in 
1882 is quite in order, for fiscal stamps were, on June 
1st, 1881, authorised for postal use. and a great many 
were so used. T h ey are catalogued from is. upwards 
unused, and are worth about double postally used.

T . A. P. (Winchester).—Only the one shade, purple 
on rose-red, of the Queen's Head Government Parcels 
is catalogued; we can, therefore, not give you the 
catalogue value for any other. Cannot say anything 
about the value of newspaper stamps.

W . F . (London).— Your letter for Cornelius Wrinkle 
was duly handed over. A s he has not referred to It 
he presumably does not consider it of sufficient im
portance. If he were to intimate any desire to insert 
a fraction of the letters he receives we should have to 
give him his quietus.

F . E . C. (Ilford).— The overprint on your Ceylon is, 
we believe, only the protecting rubber-stamp deface
ment of a mercantile firm, put on to prevent the 
fraudulent use of the firm's stamps by its employees.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—W e  regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of V ol. I., all told. B y  
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers' price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
J . Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge  
W ells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.’*

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance: 2s. 6d. per dozen; a minimum 
charge of ts. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion B, Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. F o rg e d ;
G . Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

R. Reprint; W . Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of V ol. I. ot Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Onr Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous" page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

Printed by W . B bxnoon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibso n s , Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
13 August, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
B y  E D W A R D  J. N A N K IV E L L  

Alexandria

is built on a narrow isthmus between the 
Mediterranean and Lake Maryut. 

According to The Tim es Gazetteer, it

of Greek science and literature, with a 
population probably exceeding half a 
million. The famous libraries established



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY114

by the Ptolemies in the Museum and 
Serapeion suffered on several occasions 
through wars and local uprisings. The 
latter was the last great stronghold of 
heathen learning, and after its capture by 
the Christians, towards the close of the 
fourth century, became one of the chief 
seats of Christian theology and learning, 
till the capture of the city in a.d. 640 or 
641, by Amru, General of Khaliff Omer, 
who is said to have destroyed what was 
left of the library.”

It was entered by the French in 1798, 
who were defeated by the British under 
Sir Ralph Abercromby, 21st March, 1801.

During the troubles created by Arabi 
it was bombarded by a British fleet of 
eight ironclads, under Admiral Seymour, 
on the 21st Ju ly, 1882, and taken on the 
following day.

The latest returns give the population 
as 210,000.

Its Philatelic History
The issue by the French postal authori

ties of a series of stamps for the use of 
French residents at a locally established 
French post office gives Alexandria a 
place in our stamp albums.

The first stamps issued consisted of 
fifteen values of the Peace and Commerce 
series of France overprinted with the 
word a l e x a n d r i e , in 1899. In 1902 the 
designs of the current French stamps 
were utilised, the word a l e x a n d r i e  being 
added.

1899. The then current stamps of 
France of the Peace and Commerce 
type overprinted a l e x a n d r i e  in carmine, 
blue, or black. Fifteen values. Per
forated.

Overprinted a l e x a n d r ie . Perj,

Unused, 
jr, d.

Used. 
s. d.

1 c., black on blue ; carmine sur. . 0 I 0 2
2 c., red-brown on buff; blue ,, . 0 I 0 2
3 c., drab ,, ,, . O 1 O 2
4 c., brown-lilac on grey ,, ,, . O 2 0 3
5  c., yellow-green ; carmine „ . O 2 0 3

10 c., black on lilac ,, ,, . 0 4 0 5

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

15 c., blue ; carmine surcharge . 0 4 O 4
20 c., red on green ; black surcharge . 0 5 0 6
25 c., black on rose ; carmine ,, . 0 5 O 2
30 c., cinnamon ; black ,, . 0 6 0 6
40 c., red on yellow ; black ,, . 0 8 0 8
50 c., carmine ,, ,, . 0 9 1 0

t fr., olive-green ,, „ I 6
2 fr., brown on azure ,, ,, . 3 0 3 0
5 fr., deep lilac ,, „ • 7 6 8 6

1902. The current types of France 
lettered a l e x a n d r i e . The original type 
of the middle values did not come into 
use, as the issue was made after the type 
had been redrawn with a shield instead 
of a square tablet for the figures of value. 
Fifteen values. The colours corresponded 
to those of the same values of France.

Current stamps o f  France inscribed a l e x a n d r i e .

P e r f

1 grey

Unused. 
s. d.

. . 0 1

Used. 
s. d.

2  c., claret . . 0 1 —
3  c., orange-red . . . 0 i —
4 c., brown . . 0 1 —

5 c., green . . 0 1 O t

10 c., carmine 
15 c., pale red

0 2 
• 0 3 z

20 c., brown-purple • 0 3 —

25 c., blue . 0 4 0 3
30 c., lilac * 0 5

40 c., red and pale blue . , o 6 —
50 c., brown and lavender . 0 7  0 7

1 fr., lake and yellow-green . t 1 1 1
2 fr., slate and deep buff. . 2 2  2 2
5 fr., deep blue and buff . , 5 3  5 3

(To be continued.')
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FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
B y  Rev. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.

(Continued from, page 100.)

1. Name of the Country (continued) 

D O U M A N IA , as the reader will doubt- 
less remember, was formed by the 

union of Moldavia and Wallachia in 1861. 
The design of the stamps from 1862 to 
1865 was the joint Arms of the two pro
vinces, the bull’s head and the eagle. In 
1865 the design was changed to that of 
the head of Prince Cuza. The value, 
expressed in “ parale,” appeared at the 
top of the design, p o s t a  r o m a n a  was 
the inscription along the sides, p a r  is 
short for “ Parale.”  Forty parales was 
equivalent to 3^d. English money.

ROUNANIA.

1865 .

In 1866 the head of Prince Michael 
Obrenovic III. appeared as the central 
design of the second issue of Servia. 
The inscription over the head is the 
Servian for “  Royal Servian Post.”

This Prince Michael was assassinated 
in Belgrade on the 10th June, 1868. His 
grand-nephew, Milan IV ., succeeded him. 
The head of the boy-prince appeared on 
the 1869 issue. Above the central design 
appears p o c h t a  in Slavonic characters, 
signifying “ Post.”  An illustration of

SERVIA.

1869- 78.

this stamp ought to have appeared 
under the heading of “ Stamps without a 
Name.”

The inscriptions on the remaining Ser
vian issues may easily be deciphered from 
the foregoing descriptions. W e will con
clude our Servian paragraph with a short 
historical note.

Prince Milan came of age, in the princely 
sense of the term, in 1872. He there
fore took up the reins of office. The 
Russo-Turkish W ar of 1877-8 gained 
for Servia her complete independence 
from the suzerainty of Turkey. Milan 
was thereupon proclaimed King in 1882. 
Divorced by his wife, Queen Nathalie, in 
1888, he abdicated in 1889 in favour of his 
son Alexander, whose brutal murder last 
year brought the Milan dynasty to an end. 
K ing Peter, the head of the rival Kara- 
George faction, now occupies the throne. 
His bust appears as the central design on 
this year’s issue of Servian stamps.

On Spanish stamps the name of the 
country appears as e s p a n a . c o r r e o s  
is the Spanish for “ Post.”  In 1870 an 
issue appeared bearing, as a central de
sign, an allegorical head of Spain. 
c o m u n i c a c i o n e s  is inscribed above this 
head. A word of explanation is necessary 
with regard to this word of many syllables. 
In 1869 the postal and telegraph services 
of Spain were united in one service. 
c o m u n i c a c i o n e s  meant communications 
either by letter or by telegraph, and the 
stamps on which this word was inscribed 
were available for either service.

SPAIN.

1866. 1870.
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g u i n e a  e s p a n o l a  appears as the inscrip
tion on the stamps of Spanish Guinea. 
The central design is the head of King 
Alfonso X III.

SPANISH GUINEA

An issue of no little interest to the 
collector at the present moment is that 
of Norway in 1878. The head of King 
Oscar II. (of Sweden) forms the central 
design. There are three values: 1 kroner, 
1 kroner 50 ore, and 2 kroner. These 
were withdrawn from circulation on June 
30th of this year. Provisionals have 
been made by surcharging the old 2 
skilling stamps of 1867-8.

NORWA r.

1878.

“  Sweden ”  appears as s v e r i g e  on the 
postage stamps of that country. The 
first issue had for central design the 
Arms of Sweden, three crowns on a 
shield surmounted by a royal crown. 
f r i m a r k e , i.c . “ Free or franking stamp,” 
appears along the sides.

SW SOtN.

18SS.

And here let me indulge in je t  another 
brief historical sketch. The head of 
King Oscar II. has been a familiar object 
to stamp collectors during the last twentv- 
six years. How manj- have been equally 
familiar with the romance of his family? 
Here it is. Jean Baptiste Jules Berna- 
dotte was born at Pau, in Saxon}-, in the 
year 1764. He became a general under 
the French Republic. His talents as a 
soldier led to his being made a marshal 
in 1804. Four years later the command 
in North German}- was allotted to him. 
The Swedes were charmed by his kind
ness to their prisoners. An heir to their 
throne was wanting. Accordingly, in 
1S10, the Swedes chose Bernadotte as 
Crown Prince. He became King of 
Sweden and Norway in 1818, and ruled 
well. He died in 1844, and was succeeded 
by his son Oscar I. Charles X V ., his 
son, became King on Oscar’s death, in
1859. On the decease of Charles X V . in 
1872, his brother, Oscar II., came to the 
throne.

The differences which have led to the dis
ruption of Norway and Sweden are matters 
of contemporary history. Whether an 
independent prince will be chosen to rule 
Norway, or whether a republic will be 
proclaimed, is the all-absorbing question . 
in Scandinavian politics. Before these : 
words appear in print, the question may j 
have found a satisfactory solution.

( T o be co n tin u ed .)

THE IM P E R IA L  A LR U M .
Tenth Edition. Size of pages, 8 t x u £  inches. The present edition is arranged in three volumes. Two 

causes have acted to bring about this result. First, the ever-increasing number o f new issues, for which ac
commodation must be provided ; and secondly, the demand by collectors that space shall be found for varietie- 
of perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform as closely as possible to the lists given in the Publisher.-' 
Catalogue. V ol. I. The Stamps of the British Empire ; post-free, ios.  9d. V ol. II. T he Stamps of Europe, 
and the Colonies and Possessions of European States; post-free, 12s. 9d. Vol. III. Foreign Countries, excep; 
Europe and Possessions; post-free, 10s. gd.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C.
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PORTRAITS ON STAMPS
By B O S W E L L  JU N IO R

C o lo m b ia  {continued)
Sucre, Antonio Josede, wasbornatCumana, 

Venezuela, February 3rd, 
1793, and died in the 
province of Pasto, New 
Granada, June 4th, 1830. 
To him belongs the 
honour of having won the 
battle of Ayacucho on 
Decembergth, 1824, when 
he inflicted a crushing de

feat on the Spanish forces under General 
Cauterac, capturing all the principal 
Spanish civil and military officials and 
putting an end to Spanish rule in South 
America. For this great victory he was 
made. Grand Marshal of Ayacucho, and 
was elected first President of Bolivia in 
October, 1826. He resigned in 1828 to 
prevent a war with Peru, the Government 
of that country having demanded his 
removal as an adherent of Bolivar. Sucre 
then went to Colombia, where he was 
given the command of the army' then 
acting against Peru. He gained the 
battle of Giron, near Cuenca, February 
26th, 1829, and practically’ ended the war. 
He was President of the Colombian 
Congress of 1829, and while returning to 
his home in Quito was assassinated, at 
the instigation, it was said, of his political 
enemies.

Mr. C. E. Akers says of him : “  If we 
turn to San Martin and Sucre we find 
that they underwent experiences similar 
to those of Bolivar, for the people they 
had served so faithfully requited their 
patriotism with abuse and ingratitude. 
Like Bolivar, they reached the conclusion 
that they had laboured in vain for the 
happiness and welfare of their compatriots 
and country. The idea of those three 
great leaders was the establishment of a 
Confederation of Spanish America, em
bracing the whole southern continent; 
they appreciated the vast natural resources 
of this section of the world, and they saw 
that with unity of interests amongst the 
different groups of colonists one great 
community would combine such elements 
of strength as to be practically unassail

able by outside influence. They' realised 
before they died that internal dissensions 
made the fulfilment of their dream im
possible, and they resigned all hope that 
even at a later period a fusion of interests 
might be effected. A feeling of despond
ency in the present gave a gloomy colour
ing to future prospects, and Bolivar, 
Sucre, and San Martin all expressed 
doubts of the outcome of the change 
they had wrought when they helped to 
wrest the colonies from Spain.”

His portrait appears on the 2 centavos, 
red on rose, of 1886-9.

Nunez, Rafael. A Colombian statesman, 
born in Cartagena, Sep
tember, 1825, died in 
September, 1894. He 
filled the office of Secre
tary’ of the Treasury 
from 1855 to 1857. From 
1865 to 1874 he resided 
in Europe. In 1875 he 
was defeated as the 

Liberal candidate for the Presidency, but 
was elected for the term 1879-82. Under 
the new constitution of the Republic of 
Colombia he became President for six 
years, from December, 1885, and was 
re-elected in 1891.

Akers sa y s : “ The opposition began 
secretly to arrange plans of action against 
opportunity, and between 1888 and 1892 
the discontented faction fomented a feel
ing of irritation and dissatisfaction against 
Nunez, and more than once this took the 
form of armed resistance ; but such local 
risings were suppressed with small diffi
culty, and when in 1892 the term of 
Nunez expired, his hold upon the country 
was so strong that he was again installed 
for the ensuing six years. The plea of 
ill-health was once more put forward as 
an excuse to avoid residence at Bogotii, 
and his duties were, as before, delegated 
to the Vice-President, Senor Miguel Caro. 
For the next two years no developments 
of special interest occurred, but the 
Liberals gained ground in many directions,
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and from time to time incidents happened 
tending to show that a serious movement 
against the Government would not be 
long deferred. Nunez died in September, 
1894, and his death was the signal for a

renewal of the internal disturbances which 
his administration had held in check for 
nine years.”

His portrait appears on the 10 centavos, 
orange, of 1886-9.

INGLE-NOOK YARNS
ST A M P  P IR A T E S

B y  F E L IX

'C'ROM Royalty downwards, stamp col- 
4 lecting has become a matter of busi
ness, combined with pleasure, to many 
people.

1 remember when, in my schoolboy days, 
the “ Blotting-paper N a ta l”  could be 
purchased for a trifle, and when other 
valuable stamps could be purchased for 
pence which now command pounds.

There are many ways employed for 
lucrative stamp collecting, but I have 
observed one method only which can be 
commended from an honest point of view, 
namely, that of becoming Secretary to a 
Stamp Exchanging Society. The Secre
tary receives all the stamps for sale and 
exchange, and naturally has first pick. 
There are many people collecting who 
really know little about the delicate details 
of perforations and watermarks. They 
are members of stamp clubs, and the 
Secretary, owing to the members’ ignor
ance, invariably enhances the value of 
his own collection.

There are other ways of collecting 
stamps which are dishonest. I will de
scribe method Number I.

I have for many years been a traveller 
on ocean liners, and on one occasion was 
sitting in the dining-saloon comparing 
collections with a fellow-traveller. We 
were discussing the value of various 
African stamps, and making exchanges 
on catalogue lines. Whilst so doing, a 
young man came up to us and, virtually 
introducing himself as a collector, said, 
“  1 have a lot of stamps for exchange 
purposes if you would like to see them.” 
The gentleman with whom I had been in 
conversation was reserved, and did not 
seem to care about the stranger. I, how
ever, saw no harm in accepting the in
vitation to view his collection.

The stranger was a mail-sorter, and 
from him I learnt many things of which, 
I opine, H.M. Post Office is utterly 
ignorant. On the following day he con
ducted me to the rooms devoted to the 
sorting o f mails, where he exhibited a 
fine collection of stamps which was 
worth hundreds and hundreds of pounds. 
I believe by the rules of the Post Office, 
as a matter of fact, I had no right to 
be there. However, he asked me what 
African stamps I wanted. I gave him 
the details by Gibbons, and found that he 
had plenty of them. The question then 
arose in my mind, how could this man 
become possessed of these high-value 
stamps duly endorsed by the Post Office ? 
I determined to find out. Accordingly, 
after a little diplomacy, combined w’ith 
patience and a few brandies and sodas, I 
eventually fathomed the business.

When the sorting takes place a number 
of stamps fall off their envelopes, due 
either to the extreme humidity or intense 
heat in the atmosphere of the mail-room. 
The sorters very soon discovered a little 
gold mine in the fact.

Stamps of no value were pasted in an 
album in case any complaints were made, 
and many complaints were made. Rare 
stamps of high value were divided be
tween the stamp-collecting sorters, and 
my “ friend”  informed me on the q.-t. 
that the best stamps were assisted by 
artificial means to leave their envelopes, 
and to find their way to the sorter's 
album. I saw the so-called “ apology 
book,” containing all the rubbish which 
had really dropped from the envelopes in 
the mail-bags, and I also saw the sorters' 
books, w'herein the stamps bore a very 
different value.

I can honestly say that I had nothing
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to do in the way of exchange with these 
stamp pirates of the sea.

And now for another instance of the 
stamp pirate ; this time the land pirate.

In 189- I was in France and had 
picked up a valuable Canadian stamp in 
a small shop for a mere song. The 
stamp was already in my collection. 
Consequently I only wished to obtain it 
for exchange or sale. Shortly afterwards 
I saw an advertisement in a London 
paper which tempted me to send the 
stamp for sale. I duly registered the 
letter and kept a copy of the registration, 
but neither did I receive a reply nor any 
offer for the stamp (catalogued at £ 8 ) . 
After many letters to which I received no 
reply, I wrote to Sir E. Bradford, whom 
I knew, and asked him to help me. Sir
E. B. kindl\r put an Old Jew ry detective 
at my disposal, who ran my man to earth. 
He was a very plausible creature, and 
assured the detective that no one grieved 
more than himself about the loss of the 
stamp, and that he had not written to me 
hoping day by day to find it. Anyhow 
he said, “ I intend to compensate the 
sender in full for the lost or mislaid 
stamp.”  1 received a letter to the above
effect from Detective-Inspector D-----  (a
celebrated man now) and again waited 
for the “ compensation.” Alas, in vain! 
Eventually my affairs necessitated my 
return to England, and, armed with
Detective D----- ’s letter, I determined to
tackle X ----- in my own peculiar way.

From Detective D----- ’s description, the
offices of X ----- were over a small cigar
shop in the city, and thither I repaired to 
purchase a cigar, which I smoked as I 
conversed with the shopkeeper. I asked 
him many questions about the habits of
X----- , and he had no hesitation in telling
me all he knew. It was as follows :—

“ At io a.m. a small boy comes to 
the stamp office overhead and collects all 
letters, etc. He then goes away. In
about thirty minutes X -----  arrives and
remains about twenty minutes, and goes 
away, after which we see no more of 
X-----  or boy for the day.”

I was then sitting in the shop at 9.20
a.m., and awaited results. I was accom
panied by a “ Penang lawyer,”  which 
I thought to be the most convincing 
argument I could use. Sure enough at 
10 a.m. the boy arrived. Looking hastily 
around, he entered the room above, and

in a couple of minutes reappeared with a 
packet of letters and disappeared into the 
street. I now began to be interested in 
the business. I purchased another cigar,
and waited patiently for X ----- . At last
a wretched-looking creature, with “  crime ” 
written all over his face, appeared, and 
hurried upstairs to the stamp room. I 
followed him, and as he was closing the 
door I resisted it, and forced my way 
in.

X ----- turned on me and said, “ What
do you want in my private office ? ”  1 
replied, “ I will soon let you know, and 
moreover you will not leave your private 
office until I get what I want.” 1 added,
“  My name is A----- . You have received
a valuable stamp from me and promised
Detective-Inspector D----- to compensate
me for the loss o f it. You will not leave 
this room until you fulfil that promise. If 
there is any fuss I will have you arrested.”  
The man turned all colours o f the rain
bow, as the saying goes, but I think the 
“  Penang law yer”  and a certain aggress
ive appearance on my part altered his 
demeanour in less time than it takes to 
write it. 1 made that man sign a cheque 
for the full catalogue value of the stamp, 
which was five times as much as I had 
paid for it, and twice as much as I origin
ally intended to ask for it.

On my return down the Strand I visited 
many stamp dealers whom I knew, and
they told me privately that X -----  was a
notorious stamp thief, but people would 
not worry to prosecute him. Within 
three months, however, I had the satis
faction of seeing that he had been booked 
for nine months’ imprisonment with hard 
labour for a similar offence.

One “ Secretary”  I had dealings with 
levanted to the Continent. I had sus
pected him ; but everybody told me that 
he was so “  straightforward in his deal
ings.” Nevertheless, he too found his 
way to hard labour, though I am happy 
to say that I was not a victim.

I can only warn stamp collectors to be 
careful in exchanging and selling stamps 
to strangers, as there is no business 
wherein swindling has so much scope as 
that of dealing in stamps. A friend of 
mine sent many hundred pounds’ worth 
of Mauritius stamps to a London dealer. 
He did not register the letter, and has 
never heard from the dealer or received 
his money from that day to this.

” 9
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
B y  C O R N E L IU S  W R IN K L E
Southern Nigerias
A y o u n g  friend of mine is very much 
puzzled over the price a King’s Head 
stamp has fetched, and is disgusted that 
it should have outstripped the Queen’s 
Heads in price. It is the King’s Head, 
single C A watermark, of Southern Nigeria 
that has run up to such a high price and 
been sold at auction for £ 3  10s. It fetches 
a much higher price than the Queen’s 
Head 10s. because it had a short life, 
probably only one printing, before it was 
superseded by the multiple CA £ 1  which 
is now in use.
W hat makes Rarity?

Then, again, my young friend tells me 
that he is very much puzzled about the 
question of what makes a stamp rare in 
the sense of its being a stamp which 
always fetches a long price. So are a 
great many people. But I may perhaps 
succeed in explaining what constitutes 
rarity from the collector’s point of view.

It is not the age alone of a stamp, nor 
even the scarcity or rarity alone, that 
determines its market value, but a com
bination of scarcity and popularity. A 
stamp may be very scarce, say only half 
a dozen known, and yet, unless it belongs 
to a country popular amongst collectors, 
it may not fetch so high a price as 
a similarly scarce stamp of a popular 
country. In this case popularity means 
demand, and demand establishes the 
market value. The half-dozen of the 
scarce stamp of the unpopular country 
may not be wanted by half a dozen col
lectors, but the half-dozen of the scarce 
stamp of a popular country may, on the 
other hand, be badly wanted by several 
thousand collectors. When the only half- 
dozen known copies of a stamp, or any
thing else, have to be divided amongst 
several thousand competing collectors, 
obviously they must go to the highest 
bidders. Hence the high prices which 
the popular rarities fetch.
W hat makes a country Popular ?

Here we have another question fre
quently asked by young collectors.

And, again, the reply is bound up with 
the question of demand and supply.

Generally speaking, it may be said that 
when leading collectors “ go in ”  for 
certain countries, specialise them, and 
write them up, they advertise the wares,
i.e . the stamps of those countries, and so 
create a following of other collectors, 
who also take up those countries which, 
as the saying goes, have been “  boomed,” 
and a brisk demand is the result.

But it fortunately needs something 
more than the lead of the “ Eminents” 
and the “ boom ing”  to popularise a 
country. That something else is repre
sented by the genuine philatelic interest 
of the stamps themselves.

For instance, the Australian stamps of 
all our Australian colonies have an 
absorbing philatelic interest for British 
collectors, for they represent the up
growth of those colonies, their separate, 
individual, and crude efforts at stamp 
production, and the slow colonial develop
ment of the arts of design and printing. 
Other stamps, like those of the Transvaal, 
bear the impress of historical changes. 
It is not a difficult matter to popularise 
such stamps.

But not all the specialists combined 
could whip up an interest in the rubbish 
of Nicaragua, North Borneo, Labuan, 
etc., amongst sane collectors. These 
countries provide pretty labels for sale 
to inexperienced and silly young stamp 
collectors, but their genuine philatelic 
interest is down to zero.

W hy not Pretty Pictures ?
T h e  nosy young stamp collector who 
likes to assert his independence of choice, 
and his freedom from the tutelage of the 
experienced, asks why he should not col
lect just what he pleases. He wants to 
know, don’t you know, why the Turk the 
so-called experienced collectors are always 
down on him for buying picture stamps. 
Well, the objection is not to picture stamps 
as picture stamps, but to their non-phila- 
telic character. Stamp collecting properly 
pursued is a study of postal issues put 
into circulation to meet genuine postal 
requirements, not the mere collection of 
gaudy labels that have at best only a very 
remote relation to postal requirements.
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NEW ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers If  they u/ill help him u/ith the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKIVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Australian Commonwealth.—W e  are indebted 
to Messrs. J .  H. Smyth &  C o., Sydney, for the 
following extract from the Sydney M orning H erald  of 
4th July, (905: “ T he Postmaster-General has invited 
designs for a uniform penny postage stamp. He secs 
no reason w hy he should wait for the expiration of the 
book-keeping period before making this innovation, 
as the name of the State could be printed on each 
stamp, if it were considered necessary, for the pro
tection o f its postal revenue.’*

Belgium.— Messrs. Whitfield K ing &  Co. send us 
the 50 c., 1 fr., and 2 fr. values of the new scries; all 
have the same portrait of K ing Leopold II. set in 
varying frames. These we will illustrate in a later 
number. W e  understand that these stamps now 
complete the set.

N ew  P o r t r a it  0 /  K in g  L eo p o ld  I I .  P e r j.
10 c.f rose.
20 c ., olive-green.
25 c ., blue.
35 c ., brown-lilac.
50 c., slate-grey.

1 fr., yellow.
2 fr., mauve.

New Caledonia.—Our publishers send us a full 
set o f new designs for this French colony. There are 
three separate designs. The lower values up to the 
15 c. have as their central figure a bird with outspread 
wings, evidently intended to represent the kagu, an 
almost extinct species described by ornithologists as 
peculiar to New Caledonia. It is a rather long-legged 
bird, about as large as an ordinary fowl, with bright 
red bill and legs, large eyes, a full pendent crest, and 
is generally of a light slate colour, paler beneath, and 
obscurely barred on its longer w ing coverts and tail 
with a  darker shade. The middle values 20 c. to 75 c. 
present what looks like an up-river station. The franc 
values are of double size, oblong in shape, and have a 
view 'of a four-masted full-rigged sailing ship under 
full sail.

Gambia.— Messrs. Whitfield K ing & Co. report 
the arrival of the 2^d., 3d., and is. values on multiple 
C A paper.

IV tu b . M u ltip le  C A . P e r/ . 
id., carmine.
2W ., ultramarine.
3d., magenta and ultramarine.
5d., grey and black. ^
7^d., green and carmine, 

rod., olive-brown and carmine, 
is., violet and green.
25., dark slate and orange.

Malay States.— The 5 c. is reported on multiple 
paper.

W m k. M u ltip le  C A . P e r / .
\ c., green, black centre.
3 c., brown „
4 c., carmine ,,
5 c., red, green centre, yellow paper. 

10 c., claret, black centre.

1 c ., black on grey .green paper.
2 c., claret.
4 c., green on yellow paper.
5 c ., green.

10 C., carmine.
13c., mauve.

20 c ., brown.
25 c., blue on blue paper.
30 c.| brown on yellow paper. 
40 c., red on grey-green paper. 
50 C., red on yellow paper.
75 c., olive-green.

s franc, blue on green paper.
2 francs, carmine on blue paper. 
5 ,, black on yellow paper.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Persian Stamps
H a v in g  been, done, and been done ! in this country, 
the following may be of interest to collectors of 
Persian stamps, and if I can persuade any collector 
by the following- notes to give up collecting the 
stamps of this country, I will Hatter myself by thinking 
I have done Philately a good turn and have not lived 
in vain.

Persia, by her fickle and false use of her postage 
stamps, has sunk down to the lowest depths of con
tempt ; but, alas! it is only in keeping with her other 
customs. When her postal services were taken over 
in 1900 to be run and managed by Helgians, it was 
hoped that a system in keeping with the postal system 
of any self-respecting Power would be introduced. 
It was fully expected that, being in the hands of men 
from a European country, self-respect would play a 
leading p art; but things have gone from bad to worse 
as far as the issuing of stamps is concerned. A  postal 
official at Teheran is a collector of stamps, and 
surcharges stamps, orders new designs, and cancels 
the franking power of previous issues at his own free 
will. I have bought stamps in Persia, and a few 
weeks after have been politely informed that they 
were “ demonetised,'’ and the 1 kran stamp, for 
which I had paid a kran (I could now- get about a 
dozen for the same sum, other denominations going  
equally cheap), ceased to have any face value. There
fore these stamps had ceased to become postage 
stamps ; they were nothing more than bits of paper, 
possessing no franking power, bearing an effigy, and 
over the effigy an ugly blob of ink called a  surcharge.

"  Luath,”  in the Philatelic Jo u rn a l o f  In d ia .

Universal Penny Post
T h e  present moment, when international friendships 
are being ever more firmly cemented, is most 
opportune for Mr. Henniker Heaton's movement 
for a universal penny postage.

In a letter on the subject, Mr. Henniker Heaton 
say s:—

“ It is intended to form a league for the establish
ment of universal penny postage, so that any inhabitant 
of our planet— white, black, or yellow— may be en
abled for the sum of one penny to communicate with 
any other at the lowest possible rate and the highest 
attainable speed.

“ Since 1898, when Imperial penny postage was 
introduced, our outward mails have nearly doubled. 
Every Friday some 250,000 British letters pass through 
France and Italy for India, H ong Kong, and Australasia,
12,000 miles.

“ T he postage on each of these letters is id. B y  
the same boat a few British, letters are carried for 
residents in Calais, twenty-one m iles; and on these 
letters the postage is 2^d. B y  what perverse ingenuity 
can such a distinction be justified? or w hy should a 
letter to New York cost 2W ., and another In the same 
bag be carried through tfiat city and 1000 miles into 
Canada for id?**

At the Postal Union Congress at Rome next year

the Postmaster-General of N ew  Zealand is to move a 
resolution in favour of universal penny postage.

D aily Mail.
Torpedo-boat Post
E l a b o r a t e  provision was made to deal with the 
heavy postal and telegraphic work at Portsmouth 
during the visit of the French fleet. Three deliveries 
per day were arranged for the French ships during 
their stay in British waters, the letters being sent 
from the head post office to the flag captain’s office 
in the dockyard, and thence distributed by means of 
torpedo-boats.

A  special staff of French-speaking postal officials 
was attached to the Portsmouth ofhee, and the 
telegraphic installation was considerably extended to 
cope with home and foreign Press work.

Postal Rates Compared
T h e  Jo u rn a l des Ecotiomistes published some interest
ing statistics apropos o f the agitation for penny 
postage now being raised in France. T he Danish 
internal postal charges are the lightest in Europe, 
being only 7 centimes for a letter w eighing 250 
grammes ; while the Russian are the most extortionate, 
amounting to i8§ centimes for 13  grammes. Norway 
and Sweden charge 13^ centimes, France and Spain 
15 centimes, and Italy 20 centimes for 15 grammes. 
Austria makes a minimum charge of io£ centimes, 
and Germ any one of 124 centimes for 20 grammes; 
while in the United Kingdom 133 grammes can be 
sent for iol centimes, and in Switzerland 250 gramme* 
for 10 centimes.

Automatic Sale of Postage Stamps 
T h e  automatic selling of postage stamps has hitherto 
been beset with special difficulties that have proved 
too great for the inventors to overcome. Messrs. 
R. J .  Dickie, of the post office staff, and J .  H. Brown, 
photographer, two residents of this city, have per* 
fected a machine which b y a new and simple device 
appears to have overcome difficulties and objections. 
The man who wants a penny stamp will now see in 
the vestibule o f the General Post Office a pillar- 
shaped box, and on placing a penny in a slot can get 
the required stamp without trouble. Hundreds of 
people have already used the machine, which has been 
the centre o f lively interest. The mechanism is 
strong and simple, and defies all attempts to “ beat the 
machine.*’ Patent protection has been secured through 
Messrs. Park and Baslcy, and a company will prob
ably be formed to secure patent rights throughout 
the world, and to develop the invention commercially.

New Zealand Times.
Girls by Parcel Post
T h e  following note was written b y a woman and 
taken b y her girl to a postmaster in a  well-known 
busy Lancashire tow n: “  W ill you please send me 
word if I can send two girls to—(a Yorkshire town)— 
b y parcel post, and how much will It c o s t? ”

Glasgow E ven in g  Next.

T H E  YOUNG C O L L E C T O R 'S  V A C K E T .
No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps ever 

offered— the Stamps could not be bought separately for three times the marvellously low price at which it is 
now offered. T he Stamps, etc., are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. The best 500 varieties in 
the trade. 4$. id., post-free.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C.
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEA U REG ARD  a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from the French by EDITH  C. PHILLIPS

C H A P T E R  X V II

In  which Miss Betty engages in war with 
titan and the elements

BET S were already made involving large sums of 
money. Some held the opinion that the steamer 
would not even come to the rendezvous, others 

that it would be there punctually, while many simply 
waited for whatever might happen.

For some time now there had been visible in outline 
on the horizon the coasts of Cotentin, the towers of 
La Hogue, and the point of Barfleur, from which the 
liner must set off direct for New York. As they drew  
rapidly nearer, this point could be more and more 
clearly seen, with its lighthouse and low cliffs, and at 
length, when the Bretagne was exactly opposite the 
cape, a turn of the helm caused her to incline slightly 
to port, and by the curve of the track in her wake it 
could be clearly seen that the steamer had abandoned 
her west-north-west course for one bearing west-south
west.

The cape doubled, the land quickly disappeared, 
enveloped in the light mist, as the vessel steamed to
wards Cherbourg, while her port side was soon 
occupied by a long row of passengers armed with 
glasses and optical instruments of all kinds. The  
captain, again stationed on the bridge, turned his 
powerful glass in tne direction of Cherbourg, while 
Miss Betty, becoming more and more nervous, paced 
the deck without daring to look for fear of being too 
soon disillusioned.

■ “ There she i s ! ”  cried one of the passengers, who 
! was keeping watch through a particularly long tele- 
: scope. There was no need to be more explicit, for 

even one immediately understood that he referred to 
the steamer so anxiously expected.

*' R eally!”  cried Betty, Immediately pushing aside 
! two of the spectators so that she might see for her- 
; self.

A small black spot might now be clearly seen in

front of the liner, surmounted by a thin streak of 
smoke, which spot, grow ing larger b y degrees, took 
the form of a small steamer rapidly approaching to 
meet the liner's route. W hen she was at least two 
miles off she hoisted signals, which removed all doubt. 
The colour of her funnel showed, moreover, that she 
belonged to the Cherbourg T u g Company, and her 
manoeuvres proved her intention of coming up with 
the Bretagne.

Now she almost disappeared between two waves, 
then suddenly rose to the very summit of another, for 
the force of the ocean, no longer restrained by the 
peninsula of Cotentin, .began to be pretty severely 
felt. W hen Betty had assured herself that it really 
was the steamer she had sent for she called to the 
captain, who was still on the bridge, beseeching him 
to stop the vessel and allow her to disembark. But 
the captain leaned over the balustrade and replied 
politely but firmly—

“ Mademoiselle, it grieves me to tell you, once for 
all, that it is absolutely impossible."

“ I appeal to you to grant my request, and I call 
upon all the passengers to witness your abuse of your 
powers."

“ I can only do m y duty,”  returned the captain, 
with a roughness he was unable to repress.

The passengers, who had gathered round so as to 
lose nothing of the discussion, here showed their dis
approval of the captain's behaviour, which was un
doubtedly in accordance with the rules, but neither 
conciliating nor kind; murmurs, mingled with pro
testations and even with menaces, began to be heard. 
The time occupied in exchanging these few words 
had permitted the little steamboat to approach, and it 
was now scarcely a cable's length distant.

“ You still refuse?”  cried Miss Betty, trembling.
T he captain’s only answer was to order an increase 

of pressure, that the boat’s speed might be accelerated. 
Immediately the groaning of the screw was heard as 
it turned faster and more heavily. T he boat creaked
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dismally as if overcome b y  the prodigious effort, and 
the steam, escaping from every valve, drowned the 
cries o f the indignant passengers,

“ You have brought it upon yourself,”  cried the 
girl, but her voice was lost in the tumult. And at the 
words, with the rapidity of lightning, she broke 
through the circle of passengers, jumped on a chair, 
climbed over the side of the boat, and threw herself 
into the sea, while Victoria uttered a cry of hopeless

THE YOUNG AMERICAN’
SWAM WITH DIFFICULTY

despair. One of the witnesses of this mad act was 
just able to seize the hem of Miss Betty's dress, but 
the piece of stuff tore off, and the unhappy girl 
disappeared in the masses of white foam which en
veloped the boat.

“ S to p !” thundered the captain. “ Man overboard! "
Immediately, in the midst of the cries of terrified 

women and of menacing shouts and distracted 
clamour, the sailers ran to their lifebuoys, while the 
screw, reversing rapidly to stop the course of the 
steamer, left foaming eddies upon her track.

The men on the tug, who had also been spectators 
of the scene, threw all their buoys in the direction in 
which the girl had fallen. Then followed a moment 
of deep anxiety. Dead silence reigned, or was only 
broken by the desperate cries of Victoria, who was

with great difficulty held^back from following her 
mistress.

At last the streaming head of Miss Betty emerged 
from a wave close to the tug. The little American, 
encumbered by her clothes, was only able to swim 
with difficulty. However, thanks to her energy and 
her good physical training, she was just able to reach 
one of the buoys, to which she clung, and was gently 
drawn by the rope attached to it to the side of the 

steamer, on to the deck of which the 
young girl, in a fainting condition, 
was hoisted, to the great relief of the 
passengers on board the Bretagne, 

“ Miss Betty! Miss Betty! I mu<tgo 
to Miss B e t ty !” cried Victoria at the 
top of her voice and in the wildest 
excitement. And as she continued to 
vow that she would drown herself if 
they tried to keep her on board, and 
as the course of the steamer was now 
stopped and the passengers interceded 
with the captain more earnestly than 
ever on the maid's behalf, he gave way 
and signalled to the little steamer to 
approach.

But this she could not do without en* 
countering grave difficulties, the rough
ness of the sea rendering it almost 
impossible. And even when the tug 
got near enough for the luggage of the 
two women, their portmanteaux and 
bags, to be lowered into it, there was 
the still more difficult task of tranship, 
ping Victoria. Now the caprice of the 
waves would cause the little tug to 
graze the side of the liner, then they 
would carry her several fathoms away, 
dragging her down, tossing her up 
again and rolling her in every direc
tion, while the huge and immovable /te- 
tajpie scarcely trembled in their grasp.

The impatient Victoria was suspended 
in a kind of improvised swing, one end 
of the rope being passed round the 
pulley of one of the ship's cranes and 
held by four strong men, who only 
waited a propitious moment to allow 
their burden to descend on to the 
moving deck of the little steamer.

This, after the recent tragedy, was 
comedy irresistible. Balanced like a 
living pendulum and suspended over 
the greenish abyss, V ictoria seemed 
little at her ease. Once a  wave, higher 
than the rest, caught her feet, and the 
sudden cold, mingled a little with fear, 
drew from her a terrified cry. But the 

—“ scene was so amusing, and there was so 
^ little real danger in the poor girl's posi

tion, that shouts of laughter were heard 
- on every side, especially when it became

evident that her chief concern lay in the 
proper arrangement of her petticoats. 

Suddenly the tug, uplifted by a wave, came nearly 
to the level of the steamer, seeing which the sailors 
who held the rope let it slip. But the movement was 
not carried out with sufficient promptitude, and the 
little boat, descending at an even quicker rate, sank 
into the hollow of the next wave, so that the un
fortunate Victoria had a fall of several feet, and 
would have risked at least the breaking of a limb 
had not the sailors on the tug hastened to catch 
her in their arms. For a moment the passengers 
feared there had been an accident, but they were soon 
reassured by seeing her rise intact and hasten to Miss 
Betty, who, lying at full length on the deck of the 
steamer, was just recovering consciousness.

Then, as the Bretagne took up her interrupted 
course, the enthusiasm of all on board at such a
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manifestation of will and courage broke forth, and 
the sound of prolonged applause reached the little 
steamer as she ploughed her w ay on the return 
journey to Cherbourg.

“ You here, my dear friend?*' said Betty tenderly 
as she opened her eyes and recognised Victoria kneel
ing beside her.

“ Yes, Miss Betty, and very happy at seeing you 
out of danger.*'

“ It is all the same to me. 1 will pay whatever is 
necessary, but I must be there. It means five hundred 
francs extra for you.”  •

“  Five hundred francs ! ”  It was more than enough 
to set the engines going. The pilot rushed to his 
men, and, stimulating their zeal by promising to share 
with them the offered prize, gave a number of orders, 
which were executed with startling rapidity, and the 
tug, bounding from wave to wave, was urged forward

i

\

THEY LET DOWN THE IMPATIENT VICTORIA BY A ROPE

“ Yes, we have had a lucky escape, and I am 
surprised to and myself alive after my plunge into 
the waves. But you —  how did you come here? 
Have they really let you come on board the t u g ? ”  

“ Yes, indeed, Miss Betty.”
“ Then all's well that ends well,”  concluded the 

courageous girl. But other cares returned, and she 
called the pilot and said—

“ My friend, I wish to catch the six twenty-four 
train from Cherbourg to Paris.”

“ Oh, madame,”  said the good man, who was still a 
little upset at this strange w ay of procuring passengers, 
"it is five o’clock now, and I don't know if—— ”

at full speed. Betty and Victoria, meanwhile, took 
refuge in the narrow cabin, and sought in their trunks, 
almost broken open by their fall, the means of making 
themselves presentable. S ix  o'clock struck as the 
little vessel entered the trading dock at Cherbourg. 
Betty, more than ever on the alert, jumped on to the 
quay, paid the considerable sum due for her voyage, 
fulfilled her promise with regard to the reward, and, 
followed by Victoria, hastened to the station, where, 
sinking on to the cushions in the express, she said to 
her faithful companion—

“ And now we have succeeded so admirably, let us 
sleep till we get to Paris.”

(  T o be co n tin u ed .)

T H E S T R A N D  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  ALD U M .
Well arranged, re iable, and thoroughly correct. Seventh edition. 100 Postage Stamps, all genuine and 

different, and of a ca alogue value of over 8s., are presented with each Strand Album. The book, which is 
printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a new and specially designed cover. The size is a new 
and convenient one, viz. 9$ inches by 7^ inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album 
is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed 
books. 300 pages, post-free, 2s. tid . ; abroad, 3s. 4d.

Stanlsy Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Our Sw iss Letter
T h e  following; extract from the columns of the 
Centralhlatt, the official organ of the Sw iss Mer
cantile Society, will be read with interest by stamp 
collectors:—

Lucerne, August 15/, 1905. 
The Next Postal Union Congress

“ According to the regulations of the Postal Union, 
a general meeting of all the states belonging to this 
Postal Union has to take place every five years. 
Eight years have passed since the last meeting was 
held at Washington, and nothing definite has been 
decided up to now about the new Congress. The 
Italian Government, whose turn it is to convene the 
delegations this time, is hesitating to do so in 
view of the present political outlook. Most likely 
the Congress will take place this autumn at Rome. 
There will be plenty of work in store for it, especially 
from the Boards of Trade and Commerce, whose 
numerous ‘ wishes’ will be submitted to the assembly.

“ No doubt it will interest some of our readers to 
learn something about the facilities and improvements 
the commercial world is going to propose.

“ There is, in the first instance, the increase of 
weight for letters in the international exchange from 
fifteen to twenty grammes. This privilege is already 
in force between Germany and Austria and Switzer
land. So there is no reason w hy it should not be 
extended to the other countries belonging to the 
Union.

“ Abolition of the penal fee on letters, cards, etc., 
which are insufficiently stamped ; only the missing 
amount ought to be raised.

“ Increase of the limit of weight for samples to 500 
grammes.

“ Introduction of the payment-on-delivery system 
in all countries. It has proved most hindering to 
business that the ‘ collect-on-delivery ’ system is 
not more adopted by England, Russia, and other 
countries.

“ Introduction of the money-order service in all 
states. Indemnity ought to be paid for delayed 
deliveries. The Post Office which is at fault should 
be compelled to pay an indemnity for all letters which 
do not reach their destination in time.

“  Reduction of the money-order rates. The limit or 
weight for parcels ought to be raised to 5 kilos in the 
international exchange.

Proposed International Stamp
“  Uniform regulations of the prescriptions relating to 

custom-house declarations.
“  Besides the above-mentioned demands the Swiss 

Chambers of Commerce have proposed some other 
less important ones.

“ Some countries have already adopted post cards 
with reply paid. In order to make it possible to 
prepay a letter, one speaks of the creating of. an 
international stamp. This is quite an up-to-date 
proposal. It is not stated whether this paid-reply 
institution would be the only attempt at an international 
postal stamp, or if the Bill will be carried through 
entirely by abolishing the actually existing stamps 
and replacing them b y an international one. Although 
the introduction of an international stamp would 
bring us many advantages, we are o f opinion that the 
new-comer would meet with serious technical diffi
culties, and last but not least, with the disapproval of 
many a member of the Postal Union itself.

“  Bavaria, for instance, distinctly refused toadopt the

German Empire stamp in spite of all wishes from 
‘ ab ove’ !

New Parcels Post Wanted
“ W e feel inclined to add still another wish to the 

already mentioned ones, which, as far as we know, has 
not yet been proposed.

“  It concerns the introduction of a new category of 
postal parcels in the international traffic.

“ If the desire of extending the limits of weights is 
justified, the demand to create a new class of small 
postal parcels is not out of place. The commercial 
world is forced to avail itself of the sample post for 
the forwarding of small parcels, which for economical 
as well as for practical reasons cannot be put under the 
5 kilo parcels. This sample post represents a sub
stitute with many very unpleasant qualities. First of 
all it is decidedly against the postal rules to forward 
goods which represent a certain value by sample post, 
and it is but for the obligingness of some post-office 
clerks that such ‘ samples' are not constantly refused. 
It lies in the power of every postmaster to refuse the 
acceptance of such sample parcels, and this advantage 
for the commercial world can be withdrawn from one 
day to the other. For instance, in the traffic with 
England these regulations have lately been observed 
more strictly—and this b y special order.

“ The reason w hy such frequent use is made of this 
special category of parcels in spite of the risk involved 
to it is, that the parcel-post category with its com* 
paratively high rates (in comparison to the intrinsic 
value of the goods) is far too dear. Moreover the 
sender knows that his ‘ sample* reaches its destination 
earlier and without paying duty, thus defrauding the 
country. It is really astonishing what a small per. 
centage of samples do not reach their destination in 
our days. Therefore the creation of a new class of 
postal parcels would be a boon to the public, and the 
revenues would benefit at the same time. W e  are of 
opinion that the proposal treating with the introduc* 
tion of a new category of small parcels for the traffic 
between European countries would be worth con
sidering.

“ The maximum weight of such small parcels ought 
to be 1,500 grammes, the postage should not exceed 
50 cts., and an indemnity fee of 25 francs ought to be 
paid by the post in case of total loss. If such a class 
is once in force, the despatch of goods by sample post 
could be effectively suppressed. Up to now this 
category cannot be excluded because another class 
of parcels of small size is not at hand. A t the same 
time we will not deny that the class in question would 
perhaps prove to be the most unprofitable of all. On 
the other hand, the system will surely acknowledge a 
higher figure of duty perceived. The technical 
difficulties can easily be overcome if the matter is 
treated in a practical way, avoiding all useless red 
tape.

“ All we hope is that our proposal will figure amongst 
the questionsdiscussed atthe Universal Postal Congress 
at Rome.

“ L o u is  S c h u m a c h e r ."

O ur B russels Letter
B russels, Avgust  is/, 1905. 

The New Belgian Stamps
O n the day fixed, Ju ly  21st, the first day of the 
National Fetes, the last three stamps of the new 
issue appeared. As the Weekly announced, the colours 
are the same as those of the old printing, that
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is, grey for the 50 centimes, yellow for the 1 franc, 
and violet for the 2 francs. O f the three stamps the 
1 franc is beyond question the finest, because it is the 
simplest and most free of ornaments. The 2 francs 
would gain much if the foliage were removed from 
around the rectangle which contains the K ing's por
trait. Now that the whole set has appeared one can 
judge better of its artistic value, and one can see that 
without attaining to the perfection of the latest stamps 
issued by the United States, the new Belgian 
issue is a sign of a marked improvement upon the 
former issues.

Federation of Belgian Philatelists 
The fifteenth annual general meeting of the Federa

tion of Belgian Philatelists was held at Liege on June 
25th. The societies forming the Federation were repre
sented by numerous delegates. In the course of the 
sitting the chief secretary disclosed the reasons which 
have prevented the Federation from carrying out the 
project brought forward last year, with regard to

organising an 44Exposition du Timbre** on the 
occasion of the International Exhibition held at Liege.

A s is always the case, the project fell through owing 
to lack of hinds and the indifference of collectors. 
And it will be so always until all collectors form a group 
in the shape of a powerful federation which would not 
have to draw back in face of the expenses entailed by  
an exhibition. For, no matter what one may think of 
it, an exhibition is one of the means which ought to 
be used for convincing the public mind that Philately, 
formerly a simple recreation, has become to-day a real 
science.

« •  •  •

Naturally a great deal of attention was paid to the 
stamps of Belgium at the meeting of the Federation, 
and there was exhibited there a to centimes, green, 
1869, on laid paper. This is the first lime, we believe, 
that mention has been made of this stamp, of which 
the wire-mark is beyond question.

A r g u s .

THE STAMP MARKET
By AN ODD LOT
Next Season's Auctions

t Al r e a d y  the leading stamp auctioneersareannouncing 
I their next season’s sales. Messrs. Glendining &  Co.
I will start at the end of September, Messrs. Ventom, 

Bull, & Cooper on the 28th September, and Messrs. 
Puttick & Simpson on the 26th September.

1 have not heard as yet of any notable collections 
coining on the market, but I suspect that it will be a 
notable auction season, because of the great Philatelic 
Exhibition.

Messrs. Puttick & Simpson’s first sale will include 
the “  fine duplicate collection” formed by Mr. Edwin 
Webster, of Brighton. T h ey slate that this duplicate 
collection is “ a very large one in twenty-four volumes, 
embracing all countries, very strong in fine copies and 

I shades of the medium stamps and mint series of the 
later colonials.”

Sale of Collections
The sale of collections goes on all the year round, for 
dealers are always open to buy fine collections, lock, 
stock, and barrel; for fine collections sell themselves. 
Some great collectors, like the honey bee, change 
from one flower to another. Sometimes they are 
going for one country, sometimes for another, and

being mostly fastidious in the choice of specimens, 
their gatherings find a ready market in the privacy of 
the sanctum of some leading dealer. But they do not 
now announce their sales as they used to do. They  
do not care to graduate for criticism as quasi-dealers, 
so it is only a few of us behind the scenes who get to 
hear that So-and-so has sold his Timbuctoos, and is 
now going for W adhwan.

London for Collecting
W h a t  an advantage we Londoners have over those 
who live in the country in the matter of stamp collect
in g! You stroll down the Strand and drop in here 
and there with the query, “ Anything n e w ?” and if 
there is anything new you pick it up at current prices; 
and every now and again you get hold of things that 
are on sale to-day and gone to-morrow.

I was only a day late when I strolled down the 
Strand asking for the 9 piastres single C A  Cyprus 
which I had heard was out; but they were all sold, 
and all I saw of them was blank space after space 
priced above is. 6d. 2 had only missed, as I thought,
a current stamp at the ordinary price of is. 6d. which 
would be plentiful enough later on. It is now cata
logued at 20s.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
W. H. W . (Whishaw).—Cuttings,— Many thanks for 

cuttings, some of which you will note we have used.

E  H. (Whileley Bay).—Exhibition .— It is early days 
yet to give any particulars o f tickets of admission to 
the International Philatelic Exhibition to be held in 
London in M ay next. Full particulars of the arrange
ments as to exhibits, tickets, etc., will be duly pub
lished in Gibbons Stamp Weekly, T he Editor cannot 
say if he will send in an exhibit.

C . H. G. F . (Dulwich).— A  reader kindly 
informs us that the Danish stamp you inquired about, 
inscribed 44Julen,** is a Hospital stamp, with portrait 
o f the late Queen of Denmark.

Mrs. Brodie, Ellesmere, W ylde Green, near Birming
ham, will be glad of a  copy of G .S . W., V ol I., No. 2, 
at a  reasonable price.

All. (Preston).— Varieties o f  Perforation.—There is 
no reason whatever w hy you should not collect varie
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ties of perforation if you feel strong: enough on your 
philatelic feet to do so. W e rule out varieties of per
foration from the pages of G. S. IV  because we wish 
to simplify collecting for the beginner. Don’t be too 
anxious to go into varieties of perforation. liven as 
a general collector you may wisely steer clear of 
them. Time enough for complexities when you open 
out into specialism.

Young Collector (H\xl\).—Glossary o f  Philatelic Terms. 
—The best glossary of Philatelic Terms that we know 
of is Stamps and Stamp Collecting: A Glossary o f 
Philatelic Terms and Guide to the Identification o f the 
Postage Stamps o f  all Nations, by Major Evans, pub
lished by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., at 2s.

Q. (Brighton).—Country to Specialise.— Early Trans- 
vaals are very expensive. As a beginner you had 
better start with a simpler country, say Malta, 
Gibraltar, Southern Nigeria, Gambia. Don’t let your 
ambition to specialise tempt you into a too difficult 
country as a start in specialising, or you may get a 
philatelic cold douche that may damp your ardour.

M. R. T .—(Liverpool).—Stanley Gibbons Handbooks. 
—These are too much advanced for you. Better 
have patience and follow the simplified guide being 
published in our pages under the headingof “ Countries 
of the W orld .”  The Handbooks are written by 
specialists for specialists, not at all for the edification of 
beginners, or even general collectors.

Tom (Salford).— t. Condition.— W hen we speak of 
the condition of a stamp we refer to its appearance 
when compared with a perfect specimen. If a per. 
foration is torn off, or a corner missing, or there is a 
stain, we say the stamp is not in good condition.

2. Mint.— This term is applied only to an unused 
stamp, faultless in the matter of gum and cleanliness.

3. Well Centred means that the perforations do not 
cut into any part of the design—in fact, that the 
perforations leave a clear and even margin all round. 
Such stamps are most sought after by the Great 
Moguls.

4. Off Centre, of course, means the opposite of well 
centred. It means that the perforations cut into the 
design and give it a lop-sided appearance.

5. Cnpaids. —These are stamps affixed to letters by 
the officials to denote unpaid postage and penalty to 
be collected from the receiver. In this country the 
amount to be collected is simply stamped on, “  More 
to p a y" and the figure, but other countries affix stamps. 
If the amount to be collected is 3d., then a 3d. Unpaid 
stamp is affixed. W hen it was found that collectors 
took a fancy to these stamps, some countries went in 
for Unpaids galore, and made them for sale to silly 
collectors. W e  ignore Unpaids in G .S . IV.

6. Fiscals are stamps made for general revenue 
apart from postal purposes, such, for instance, a< 
stamps for bills and legal documents.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—W e  regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I., alt told. By  
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers’ price of tos.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 

. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Veils.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “  Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done b y  
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance: 2s. 6d. per dozen; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ; 
G . Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

R. R eprint; W . Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers o f V ol. I. of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in an 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse o f information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or lesi 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous”  page. 
Source and date o f cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

A  S P L E N D ID  S T A R T . T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T .
Packet No. 67, 1,000 varieties. This packet contains 1,000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered by S. G ., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, embracing as it does scores of scarce 
varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered. 

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C.

Printed by W . B rendon &  Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
X9 August, 1905.
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Antioquia

A NTIOQUIA is one of the central 
Provinces, or Departments, of the 

Republic of the United States o£ Colombia. 
The surface is generally mountainous. 
The chief industries are mining and the

production of stamps for South American 
specialists. Both industries are impor
tant. It is said that there are no less 
than 3398 mines in the Department which 
pay taxes, and the export of gold runs
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to ,£40,000 annually. The export of 
postage stamps is also very considerable, 
but no reliable returns of the output are 
available.

The Province has an area of 22,316 
square miles and a population of about 
half a million.

Its Philatelic History
The philatelic history of the Province 

of Antioquia commences with an issue of 
four values in 1868. All are of different 
design, and all are rare stamps, ranging 
even in the used condition from £ 4  to 
£ 1 6  each. Unused copies are so scarce 
that they are very rarely priced. Since 
1S68 Antioquia has been turning out 
postage stamps of all shapes and sizes 
and values. They are crude and rough 
to a degree, having the appearance of 
being produced in one of the rough-and- 
ready mining camps away out of touch 
with civilization.

There is one sin, however, of which 
Antioquia has not been guilty, even in 
its greatest anxiety to get at the ready 
cash of ready stamp collectors. It has 
never attempted to destroy the beauty 
of one of its lovely postal works of art 
by a single surcharge. It has issued 
provisionals, and the weirdest crew of 
portraits ever turned out from a mining 
camp, but it has never defaced a postage 
stamp with a surcharge. It may there
fore be commended to the Anti-surcharge 
Society of the United States as its future 
philatelic heaven.

1868. Four values, each of separate 
design. The central portion is made up of 
the Arms of the Province, with the ever
present protecting condor, a ferocious 
bird peculiar to South America, and now 
believed to be extinct. The 2J c. stamp 
is peculiar for its method of expressing 
the fraction with a figure “ 2 ,”  an “ i ” 
dotted, and the fraction The in
scriptions are e s . us. d e  Co l o m b i a ,  i.e. 
“  United States of Colombia,”  the term 
then applied to the federated provinces, 
and E .S .  D E AN TIO Q UIA.

cent.* blue 
5 „  green

10 ,, lilac
1 peso, red

Unused.

• £ 4

Used.
£ ' °£ i °
£ 6
£4

1869. Five values. The first four 
values are of similar design, but the 
1 peso is of separate design. The intro
duction of nine stars into the designs 
indicates the nine united provinces. The 
condor and Arms, as before, form the 
central design. Again the 2.1 cent, stamp 
has its little peculiarity. This time the 
figure “  2 ”  is placed in the left-hand 
corner and the fraction in the opposite 
corner.

2\ c*, blue

Unused. 
s. d.

• 3  0

Used. 
t. d.
3 0

5  c ., green . 4 0 4 0
to c ., lilac ♦ 5  0 2 6
20 c., brown . 1 6 1 0

1 p ., carmine . 10 0 10 0

1873. Eight values, all o f different de
signs and mostly of the fantastic order. 
The 5 pesos is of the larger plaster type 
on coloured paper, so popular for high
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values in South American states. The 
so-called Cap of Liberty and the condor 
and Arms may be found hidden away 
somewhere in most of the designs. The 
10 c. is a scarce stamp.

httptrj. Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
s. d.

1 c., dark green • 3 0 3 0
5 c., pale green . 6 0 4 0

10 c., mauve .
20 c., brown . . 6 0 6 0
50 c., blue . 2 0 2 0

1 peso, red . 2 0 2 6
1 p., black on yellow • 5 0 4 0
5 p., black on rose . . 20 0 20 0

the early issues have in this stamp been 
trimmed down to correos de antioquia
---10  CENTAVOS.

131

1 c., black

Jmp<rj% Unused.
s. d.

. . O l

Used. 
s. d.

2.V c., blue . . 0 2 —
5 c., green . . 10 O 6 0

10 c., mauve . . . 10 O 10 0

1879-81. Three values, of which the 
5 c. and 10 c. are very scarce. The 
condor figures boldly, and is drawn with 
more care in the 2A c., but the Head of 
Liberty on the 5 c. is a rough-and-ready 
sort of production. All three are printed 
on very’ thin paper.

1875-6. Four values. The 1 c. and im p trj. u n u w d . U sed.

2\ c. are of the typical design, but the *• <>•
5 c. presents the head of Liberty with the g green ! . ! °—9 o
inscription u b e r t a d  o i a ribbon across 10 c., violet . . . — 160 o
the head. . The “ 2 i  c .”  in this new de
sign for that value is now ordinarily 1882-3. Four values. The 2 J c. and 
expressed. The 10 c. has a large portrait 5 c. of this series are the designs of the 
of J . Berro, a thoughtful but determined previous issue printed in different colours, 
sort of fellow. The many inscriptions of The 10 c. and 20 c. are variations of the
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large Head of Liberty type, one with 
profile to left and the other to right. 
The 5 c., violet and blue, yield some 
extraordinary variations of colour.

hapcrf.

c., green 
SC . „
5  c ., violet 
5 c., blue 

io  c ., vermilion 
20 c ., brown

Unused. Used.
s. if. s. (f.
0 4  —
0 8  1 0
2 6  1 0

—  2 0

2 0 —

I O  l 6

1883-5. Five values in a variety of 
colours. This series is made up of the 
1 c. of 1875-6, printed in mauve, in 
black, and in green ; the 2 J c. of 1879-81, 
printed in black on buff; and new designs 
for the 5 c., io c ., and 20 c., extraordinary 
attempts at the Head of Liberty. The 
5 c., printed in a sickly yellow, is prob
ably one of the ugliest stamps of South 
America.

iMfitrf, Unused, 
s. d.

Used. 
5 . d.

I c .,  mauve . . . 2 0 2 O
1 c ., black on pale green . 1 0 —
1 c ., blue-green . . . 0 3 —
2^ c ., black on buff . 10 0 —

5 c .,  brown . • . 0 6 —

5 cM yellow  . . 0 6 0  6
5 Cm green —

10 c .,  blue-green . . 2 0 —
10 c M lilac . • 3 0 —
10 Cm blue on azure 0 t 0
20 Cm blue , 1 0 1 0

1886-7. Eight values. All of the 
same design, printed on coloured papers.

Imptrf. Unused. Used.
s. d. S. if.

1 c.« green on flesh . 0 2 —
2h cM black on orange . 0 2 —

5  c., blue on buff 0 6 .0 6
5  c., red on green 3 6 •I 6

10 c., rose-carmine on buff . 0 6 0 6
20 c., purple on buff 0 5 0 5
50 c., ochre on buff 1 0 1 0

1 p., yellow on bluish green . 1 6 —
2 p .t green <5rt lilac 2 6 —

1888. Same design. Four values.
>lours changed.

Colours changed, 
hnperf. Unused. Used.

s. d. S. if.
1 Cm red on lilac 0 1 —

2ft Cm mauve on flesh 0 2 —
5  Cm lake on buff 0 2 —

10 c ., dark brown on green . 0 5 —

1890. Provisionals. Four values. De
sign type-set with varying fancy borders. 
Printed in black on coloured papers and 
perforated.

.................. ..

j t  Ca. | .

;  1 E. de Colombia. % :
D dsA. f  •

• t  Provisional. <| j
\ t siCs-
:  + * * * + * + * * % :

• t .......................................
Typc-sct. Per/. Unused. Used.

* 4  C m in black on buff
s.
0  6

s. if.

5 c. ,, y e llo w . 1 0 1 0
IO c. , ,  M bufT 2 0 —
10 c. ,, , ,  rose 2 6 —

2 0  C. „  ,» y e llo w . 3  0 —

1889-90. Nine values; various designs. 
The low values, 1 c. to 5 c. are of type of 
the 2 i  c. illustrated, and the 2 p. and 5 p. 
are of the same design. Perforated.
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lninniimEcmaMiiA

Perforated. Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
s. d.

1 c., black on rose . O 1 —
2  ̂ c. ,, pale blue . . 0 1 O I

5 c. ,, yellow . 0 2 O 2
10 c. ,, green . 0 4 —
20 c., blue . 0 9 0 9
50 c., brown . 1 0
50 c., green • 4 0 4 0

r p., vermilion . . 2 6 2 6
' 2 p., black on magenta . —

5 p. ,, vermilion • '5 0 *5 0

1892-3. Three values, two designs. 
The 1 c., 2J c., and 5 c. are of the same 
type and the 10 c. of separate design. 
Perforated.

Perforated. Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
s. d.

i c.t cinnamon on buff . . 0 6 —

t c., blue . 0 1 O 1
c.t violet on lilac . 0 2 O 2

2.$ c., green . 0 2 O 3
5 c*» black . 0 4 0 4
5 c*« red ♦ °  3 0 2

10 c .t grey-brown * 0 3 0 3

1896. Seven values o f one uniform 
design. Perforated.

Perforated. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

2 c., grey 0 3 0 4
2h c., Venetian red 0 3 0 4

3 c., red 0 2
5 c., green 0 1 0 2

10 c., violet 0 6 —
20 c., yellow-brown 2 0 r 6
50 c., sepia 1 0 1 6

Colours changed.
2 c., lilac-rose 0 2 —

2 i  c., blue 0 1 —
3 c., olive-green 0 1 —■
5 c., dull yellow . 0 2 0 3

10 c., brown-lilac 0 4
20 cM bright blue 2 0
50 c., rose 2 0 —

Centres in black.
1 p., ultramarine 4 0 4 0
1 p., rose S 0 —
2 p., orange —
2 p., myrtle-green . . —
5 p., mauve . . • »—
5 p., violet —

1899. Eleven values. Design portrait 
of General Cordova. Perforated.

Perforated. Unused. 
s. d.

Used.
S. f t .

Igc., slate-blue . O i —

IC . „ O 1 —

2 c., grey-black . . O 2 —

3  c., red . 0 3 —
4 c., sepia 0 2 0 t
5  c., green . 0 2 0 2

to c., red . 0 3 o 3
20 c .t purple O 6 0 6
50 c., ochre . 0 9 —

1 p., greenish black . 2 0 —
2 p., slate-green ♦ 4 0 —

1901-2. Provisionals made up of type 
borders and curious figures of value and 
printed on coarse, common paper. Per
forated.

ja c tn ^ f fS iA S )
I ANTIOldJIA j « >*, AVfTbUUIA (in

.ill € If
; -S > j  j p g '

Provisionals» 
P e r fo ra te d .

1 c., carmine 
1 c., stone 
1 cM red 
1 c., blue

Unused. Used. 
s a. s. d,
0 4  —
o 1 —
o 1 —
O I —



134 GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

1902. Ten values. Four designs. The 
1 c ., 2 c., 3 c., and 4 c. with large 
numeral in the central-circle typ e; the 
5 c. separate design ; the 10 c., 20 c., 
30 c., 40 c., and 50 c. portrait of Girasdot; 
and the peso values portrait of Dr. Felix 
de Restrepo. Perforated.

P e r f o r a t e d . Unused. Used.
d . s . d .

1 c., rose . . . O 2

2 c,, blue . . 0 1
2 c., mauve . 0 1
3 c., preen . 0 i 0
4 cM dull purple . . 0 1 0 2
4 Cm deep lilac . . 0 2
5 cM rose-red 0 t 0

TO Cm lilac . 0 2 0
20 Cm green . 0 2 0 2
30 cM rose . , . 0 3 0 3
40 Cm blue . 0 4 0 3
50 Cm brown on yellow . . 0 4 0 4

1 Pm violet and black . 0 6
2 Pm rose ,, . . 1 0 I 0
S P«. grey-blue . 2 6 2 6

1903-4. Twelve values, of various de
signs, in long narrow rectangular shape 
stamps. The 1 c. and 5 c. are of similar 
design, with Arms in the centre; the 10 c ., 
20 c., 30 c., 40 c., 50 c., have large 
numerals of value in the central portion 
of the design; and the peso values are 
decorated with central portraits. The 
1 peso has portrait of Zea ; the 2 p., Gar
cia Rovira ; the 3 p., La  Pola ; the 4 p.,
J .  Manuel Restrepo; the 5 p., Fernandez 
Madrid ; and the 10 p., Juan del Corral.

{ T o  b e t .

This series was lithographed by J .  L. 
Arango at Medellin, and are very credit
ably printed.

P e r f o r a t e d . Unused. Used.
s . d . t .  d .

4 c.» light brown . 0 t O 1
5 c., blue . 0 1 O 1

10 Cm yellow . O 1 O 2
20 c., violet . O 2 O 2
30 c., brown . 0 2 —
40 Cm green . O 3 0 3
50 Cm rose . O 3 o 3

t pM sepia . O 4 o 5
2 p., violet . O 8 0 8
3 Pm deep blue . . 1 0 1 0
4 pM dull pink . 1 3 * 3
5 p., brown-lilac. . 1 6 t 6

to pM carmine ♦ 3 0 3  0
r-)

P L E A S E  N O TE
T h e  P r i c e s  Q u o t e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a r t i c l e  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  o u r  p u b l i s h e r s * l a t e s t  C a t a l o g u e ,  a n d  a r e ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  P r i c e s  a t  w h i c h  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s • L t d . ,  W i l l  h o v e  p l e a s u r e  i n  s u p p l y i n g  a n y  o f  t h e  

s t o m p s  t h a t  m a y  b e  n e e d e d  b y  a n y  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s .
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FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By Rev. T . C. W A L T O N , M .A .

(Continued from  page 116.)

1. Name o f the C o u n try  (continued)

'T 'H E  name of Switzerland in the days 
1  of the Roman Empire was Helvetia. 

This relic of a bygone age has appeared 
on all the general issues of the Federal 
Administration of Switzerland since 1862. 
The designs show a constancy almost 
unequalled by any other country ; for, 
out of nearly one hundred different stamps 
issued during the last forty-three years, 
there have been only three designs used. 
From 1862 to 1882 the design consisted of 
an emblematical figure of Helvetia seated 
011 a throne with the left arm resting on 
a shield bearing the Federal Cross. In 
1882 two designs appeared. The first 
showed a Cross with an arched tablet 
above, on which was inscribed He l v e t i a  ; 
and below, within an ornamental frame
work, appeared the number denoting 
the value. The second design was an 
adaptation of the 1862 design ; “  Hel
vetia ”  appeared standing within an oval 
band on which the name and twenty-two 
stars appeared to represent the twenty- 
two cantons.

SWITZERLAND.

m2. LR82.
For thirty-six years, viz. from 1847 to 

1883, the United States issued stamps 
with the name appearing only in the 
initials of the country, viz. “  U .S .”  Since 
1883 the inscription has appeared in full. 
Illustrations of all these issues with the 
abbreviated title may be found on pages 
491-7 of Stanley Gibbons new Catalogue, 
Part II.

In 1879 Venezuela issued a series of 
stamps having, for central design, the 
head of Simon Bolivar, the rescuer of 
South America from the hands of the 
Spaniards. The revolt began in 1810,

and this “  Washington of South America,” 
after many vicissitudes, secured the inde
pendence of his country in 1821. The 
inscription e s c u e l a s  appears in the 
band above the head. The origin of the 
name “ Venezuela”  is interesting. It 
signifies “ Little Venice,” and was given 
first to an Indian village built on piles 
(as still is common) on the shores of 
Lake Maracaybo.

VENEZUELA.

1879.

W e come now to my second heading, 
v iz .:—

2 . Indications Denoting the Use of the Stamps.
The subject is a wide one, but the Editor 

has clipped my wings. His eyes are glued 
on the beginner. His dictum has gone 
forth. These are his words: “ I am 
anxious to make Stamp Collecting as 
plain sailing and as attractive as possible 
to the Beginner.” W hat would you! I 
had mapped out a careful survey of “ Un- 
paids, Officials, Special Deliver}-, etc.,”  
but the fiat has gone forth, and there’s 
naught left but to obey. Perhaps when 
the beginner has left the chrysalis stage 
and developed into a full-blown collector 
I may be tempted to turn over my notes 
and carry him into “ fresh fields and 
pastures new.”  Until that happy moment 
arrives, we must content ourselves with a 
few references to Newspaper stamps.

The first issue that calls for mention 
is the 1851-6  issue of Austria. These 
Newspaper stamps were for the purpose 
of prepaying postage on newspapers and 
other periodicals. No value was inscribed 
on them, and none of the issues were 
perforated.

The design of this 1851-6  issue showed
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the head of Mercury within a square frame. 
z e i t l x g s , i.e. “ Newspaper,” appeared 
at the top.

AUSTRIA.

1851-e.
A second issue appeared in 1858. The 

central design was the same as that of 
the new issue of ordinary postage stamps 
of that year. The inscription is that which 
helps us at once to differentiate between 
the two series; for, in the Newspaper 
issue, s t e m p e l  z e i t u n g s  appears along

AUSTRIA.
••Ordinary " lisue. "  Newspaper '• issue.

the sides. For the purpose of comparison 
we will illustrate the two issues.

Again, in 1863, a change of design in the 
ordinaryissuetook place. A corresponding 
change was made in the “ Newspaper” 
issue. The Arms were substituted for the 
head of the Emperor. The inscription was 
the same as that of our last illustration, 
except that s t e m p e l  was changed to
ST /E M P E L .

In 1867 the new design reverted to that 
of the head of Mercury in a circular 
frame. A further change was made in 
1900, when Mercury lost his winged helmet 
and received, for a head-covering, a sort 
of deer-stalker’s cap minus the ear-flaps. 
Values were also inscribed on the 1900 
issue.

AUSTRIA.
Newspaper Stamps.

1863. 1867. 1900.
(To be continued.)

INTERNATIONAL 
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION, 1906
’T 'H E  Prospectus of the Exhibition has 

A now been practically completed, and 
will probably be issued early in September, 
1905, after it has been submitted to and 
approved by the General Committee, 
which includes many of the leading col
lectors, not only in this country, but also 
on the Continent and in America.

The Exhibition will be held under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of W ales, with the present Post
master-General and the three preceding 
Postmasters-General as Vice-Patrons, 
while the Chairmanship of the Committee 
has been accepted by the Right Honour
able the Earl of Crawford.

The continuity of the Exhibition with 
that held in London in 1897 is indicated 
by the fact that the Duke of Norfolk, who 
was then the Postmaster-General and a 
patron of the Exhibition, is now one of the 
four Vice-Patrons of the 1906 Exhibition.

The Committee have done and will do 
everything in their power to make the 
Exhibition of 1906 at least as successful 
as the one in 1897, and if they receive, 
as they anticipate, the co-operation and 
support of philatelists generally, there can 
be no doubt about the result.

Information as to the Exhibition can be 
obtained on application to the Hon. 
Secretaries at 13  Walbrook, London,
E .C ., and remittances by donors or 
guarantors can be sent direct to the Hon. 
Treasurer, F. Reichenheim, Esq., 29 
Holland Villas Road, Kensington, Lon
don, W . The Committee will be glad 
to receive further promises of financial 
support.

Donors and guarantors to the Ex
hibition will be entitled to tickets of 
admission. H R  O l d f i e l d , Hon. Sec.

L. L. R. H A U S B U R G , Asst. Hon. Sec.
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W R IN K LE
The New Chilians
A f t e r  a lull in the output of New Issues 
there are signs of considerable activity in 
many directions. Chili has sent out the 
first of her long-announced new series, 
and a handsome series it is. There are 
three designs, one for the low values, one 
for the middle values, and one for the 
peso. I have seen advanced proofs of all, 
and cannot help thinking they are the 
prettiest set of stamps issued for many a 
day.

But the question is, Are they the great 
set? I think not. It will be remembered 
that in the early part of last year it was 
announced that an official notice was 
published by the Chilian Ministry of the 
Interior asking for tenders for the manu
facture of a new issue of postage stamps, 
and setting out the requirments as to 
values, colours and designs, as follows :—

1 c., green, head of Diego Portales.
2 cM rose, head of Arthur Pratt.
3  c., sepia, head o f Lord Cochrane.
4 c., dark brown, head of Camilo Henriquez.
5 c., blue, statue of Bernardo O ’Higgins.

io cM pearl-grey, head of Ramon Freire.
12 c., pale rose, head of Manuel Blanco Encalada.
»5 c., scarlet, head of Francisco Antonio Pinto.
20 c., purple, head of Joaquain Prieto.
25 c., red-brown, head of Manuel Hulnes.
30 c., dark green, head of Manuel Montt.
50 c., light blue, head of Jose Joaquain Perez.

t p., golden yellow, picture of a condor.
2 p., bronze, statue of Jose de San Martin.

This set was to be engraved in the best 
style, and printed from steel plates. Then, 
shortly after the announcement of this 
series, it was reported that there was 
trouble with the American Bank Note 
Company, which claimed, under contract, 
the right to continue the printing of 
Chilian stamps.

So what has happened, I imagine, is 
that the Chilian authorities have found 
that the contract with the American Bank 
Note Company has yet to be cancelled, and 
that meanwhile they have had to accept a 
further supply from that company. And 
I guess that the American company has 
been put on its mettle, and has turned 
out a show series.

I do not anticipate that the Chilians 
have given up their projected great series, 
but have just postponed its production 
till they are clear of the American 
contract.

Other New Issues on Promise
There are other interesting series of 

New Issues in prospective. We have 
the promised completion of the Danish 
portrait set, and a new set from Italy, 
and Belgium has just completed her new 
series. The multiples areslowlyapproach-
ing completion, and then----- What then?
W ell, we shall see ! Then there is the 
long-promised Australian Commonwealth 
set, and here we may have a surprise, for 
according to latest reports there is a 
disposition to adopt a design common to 
all the States but overprinted with the 
name for each State, as a preliminary to 
the series common to all.
The International Exhibition 
At last we have heard from the Exhibition 
Committee. They have the programme 
quite ready—up their sleeves ; but it must 
be submitted to the General Committee 
before it is published, and as most sane 
people will be away holidaying through 
August and most of September, that 
means that we shall see little of the said 
anxiously awaited programme till the end 
of September, or even October. Then 
there will be till the end of April for us to 
take stock of our collections, and decide 
on what to show. Then there will be 
such a scurrying about filling up blanks 
at the last minute, and the poor dealers 
will be driven crazy with “  want lists ” to 
be filled up right away. Personally, I 
am quite undecided whether I shall show 
Wadhwan or Wei-Hei-W'ei.
Specialists—Room for the Specialists

Even in the great hall of the Horti
cultural Society I am wondering if they 
will find elbow-room for the great special
ists. Of late years specialism has opened 
out in such a style that an average-sized 
specimen o f the species will want the side 
of a street to himself. The Earl of 
Crawford’s United States only occupies 
forty-eight large albums, and if such a 
compact little country as U .S.A . extends 
over forty-eight volumes, whatwill become 
of the Pantechnicon-load of Zanzibars ? 
It will want an annexe all to itself. I 
guess some of the wings and tail feathers 
of some of them will have to be clipped 
pretty closely.
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N EW  ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers if  they will help him with the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKIVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

B ritish  G u ia n a .— Mr. Oswald Marsh informs us 
that he has received the 4 c. on multiple C A  paper. 
This makes the list to date as follows:—

W ink. m ultiple C A . Per/.
1 c., grey-green.
2 c., purple and black on red paper.
4 c. ,, blue.
5 c. ,, ,, on blue paper.

xa c. „  violet.
24 c. ,, green.
48 c., grey and chocolate.
60 c ., green and carmine.

C h ili.—On page 89 we chronicled and illustrated 
the 3  c. and 5 c. of the new series, which gives promise 
of being a very handsome set.

Since then we have received the 20 c. with separate 
design, and we have also been shown by our publishers 
“ samples'* of the 15 c .,  lilac, 2 0 c ., red-brown, 30 c., 
myrtle-green, 50 c., blue, all of one design, and the 
1 peso, sage-green, of larger size, and separate design. 
All have a medallion portrait in black.

These samples are evidently proofs, for the issued 
20 c. is printed in chcstnut-brown, whilst the sample 
is in red-brown, but they may be accepted as settling 
the assortment of the designs. T he 3  c., illustrated 
on page 89, may be taken to be the type of the low 
values, the middle values of the second type, and the

Type 3.

t peso of the third type. A  list published by a French 
journal and quoted in Ew eris Weekly is evidently based 
on “ sam ple" proofs, and is w rong as to colours. 
Therefore, to be on the safe side, we shall chronicle 
the colours from the stamps actually issued. W e

understand that the values will be issued only as the 
old stock is exhausted. W e  give the illustrations of 
all three types, with a  list of the three stamps issued
up to date. ...  ̂ ,1 1y fe  1. Per/.

3 centavos, brown.
5 ,, blue.

T yp es. Pe\f.
20 centavos, chcstnut-brown and black.

D utch  In d ies.—The Philatelic West says the cur
rent 20 c. is obsolete, and is to be changed in colour 
to prevent its being mistaken for the 10 c., which is of 
the same design and similar in colour.

It a ly .— An Italian subscriber kindly informs u« 
that the projected reform in the Italian postal rate* 
referred to on page 77 has been approved, and will 
take effect on September 1st, *905, when the 15 c. 
stamps will be put into circulation. These will, in 
the first place, be provided by overprinting the 
surplus stock of 20 c. stamps with the new value. 
W hen these surcharged stamps have been exhausted, 
a new 15 c. stamp will be issued.

Ja p a n .— Our publishers send us a 3  sen value 
issued at Tokio on Ju ly  1st, 1905. for inland and 
Corean postage only. It is issued (as per inscription) 
“ in commemoration of the taking over by Japan of 
the Corean postal service."

Per/.
3 sen, carmine.

P a r a g u a y .—Our publishers have received the 2 c. 
o f the 1904 type.

Per/.
2 c., orange. 
S c., blue.
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
‘T ran slatedfrom  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

ME SAW THAT THE COMMANDER WAS OCCUPIED IX SEARCHING THE PORTMANTEAUS

C H A P T E R  X V III

Wherein William congratulates h im self on h avin g  
found a very cheerful travelling companion

W IL L IA M , having done ail in his power to pre
vent Miss Betty's departure, returned in a 
melancholy mood to the station, in order to 

take the train back to Paris. He was very unhappy 
at not having succeeded in warning his friend, and a 
very little more would have been needed to make him 
dismiss the too officious John C ockbu rn; but the 
latter pleaded his cause sc well, urging that his only 
desire had been to render his master assistance, that 
he felt bound to relent and forgive him.

An hour later the Stamp K ing and his valet were 
comfortably settled in their compartment. So many 
unexpected things had happened since the evening 
before that neither of them had the least desire to 
talk. With faces turned to the windows, and a far-off 
look at the landscape through which they were pass
ing, each fell into a deep reverie; William Keniss 
especially, who travelled again in thought over this 
same journey from Havre to Paris, which he had made 
not many days before with the most charming and 
delightful companion. How angry she must be with 
him at that very moment, storming against him, 
perhaps, for having deceived her in so unworthy, 
though involuntary, a manrer. And would she ever 
forgive him, when he had explained that the only one 
to blame in the whole mat.er was Joh n ?

But little by little the young American put these 
dismal thoughts to flight. He even experienced a 
certain pleasure in his freedom, and had so far re
gained his tranquillity by the time he had arrived at 
the Terminus Hotel that he quickly changed his

clothes in order to dine and go to the Opera after
wards.

“ You can do what you like this evening," he said 
to John before going out. “ I shall probably not be 
back till late, but in any case you need not trouble 
about m e."

“  V ery good, sir."
“  1 must tell you definitely, though, that we leave 

Paris to-morrow."
“ And where do we go, sir, if there is no harm in 

my a sk in g ?"
“ T o  Italy."
“  Ita ly ! "
“ Certainly. Now that, thanks to you, Miss Betty 

is on her w ay to Am erica and cannot return in less 
than a fortnight, even if a fresh voyage has any 
temptation for her, I need take no further precau
tions. In any case 1 shall arrive at Naples before 
she does."

“  Oh, then it is to Naples we are g o in g ? "
“ Yes, my friend, to Naples. Though I do not 

know w hy I tell you that after the proof you have 
just given me of your discretion,"

“  But I have no one to make a fool of myself with 
now, sir."

“ No, Victoria is no longer here. Know then, my 
dear John, that the Brahmapootra stamp is at Naples, 
in Prince Albrandi's collection."

“  Prince Albrandi ? "
“ A  great philatelist."
“ A s great philatelists, I know you, sir, Miss Scott, 

Monsieur de Rothschild, who has just bought the Duke 
of York's collection for t ,500,000 francs, the Emperor 
of Russia, and Monsieur Ferrari; but Prince Al— , 
A 1— ! W hat do you call him, s i r ? "

“ Albrandi."
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“  Prince Albrandi I don't know at all.”
*' Your ignorance is easily explained, as this gentle* 

man has only been collecting a short time.”
“ Oh, is that i t ? ”
Thereupon William Keniss left the hotel, and as it 

was about dinner-time, directed his steps to one of 
the great restaurants on the Boulevards.

He wjfs already longing for the morrow, that he 
might set off. And yet there was no hurry, as he had 
now the whole week before him in which to go  to 
Naples, conclude the purchase of the stamp, and 
return. A  w eek! It was certainly enough. It was 
even too m uch! For William Keniss had now but 
one desire—that the bargain which he hoped to make 
with Prince Albrandi might be concluded early 
enough to enable him to catch the next steamer for 
New York, at Havre, on the following Saturday. In 
fact, he was in a great hurry to see Miss Betty, to 
explain all that had passed, and how ashamed he was 
of the unworthy and revolting conduct of his valet.

But for this purpose it was necessary that the young 
lady should not start off again for France immediately 
on landing at New York—of which act she was quite 
capable.

“ I can easily prevent that,”  thought William. “ I 
have only to send her a cablegram from Naples as 
soon as I have the stamp.”

So William Keniss finished his dinner without his 
thoughts straying for a moment from his charming 
rival. Then, not knowing what to do with himself 
till midnight, he sauntered towards the Opera, where 
Foust was being played that evening.

He had not taken his seat many minutes before the 
neighbouring one on his right was occupied by a 
gentleman who looked the acme of elegance. He 
could not have been more than thirty-five, with a 
slender figure above the medium height, bristly hair, 
and heavy moustache curled up at the ends. His 
dress-coat was irreproachable, and a white camellia 
of unusual size graced his button-hole. One would 
say at a glance that he was an aristocrat, a member 
probably of one of the crack clubs. In passing 
before William Keniss the unknown bowed gracefully 
and begged his pardon for disturbing him in a foreign 
accent, which the Stamp K ing immediately recognised 
as Italian.

But the curtain had just risen on the study of 
Doctor Faustus, who was soon singing his great 
song, “ A  moi les plaisirs,”  followed by the frantic 
applause of the entire house. William's neighbour 
was especially exuberant, though from his appearance 
one would not have expected it.

“  Bravo ! Bravo ! ”  he shouted over and over 
again, raising his hands above his head to clap, while 
the unfortunate auditors near him were beginning to 
cry “ Hush ! ”  Upon this the unknown relapsed into 
silence until the end of the scene; but when the 
curtain fell his enthusiasm broke out again, and he 
made more noise than all the others put together.

“  W ho can this fellow be ?  ”  thought William 
Keniss.

The Stamp K ing then rose, with the idea of getting 
a little fresh air outside. But his neighbour politely 
stopped him.

“ Excuse me for the liberty I take, sir,”  said he, 
“ but are you aware that there is no interval?”

“  No, I was not aware of it. Thank you .”
*• There is no need for thanks. One owes these 

little services to strangers, for I take it from your 
accent that you are not French.”

“  No, I am an American.”
“ An Am erican? And may I ask to whom I have 

the honour o f speaking?”
“ I am William Keniss, of New Y o rk .”
“  William K en iss!”  the unknown could not refrain 

from ejaculating.
“ Can it be, then, that you know m e ? ”
“ No, indeed,”  replied the stranger hastily. “ But 

permit me, in return, to introduce myself— Com
mander Luigi Spartivento.”

“ Italian, 1 presu m e?”
“  Yes, sir, Italian/'
“ Then it is a very lucky accident that has placed 

me at your side this evening. I am starting for Italy 
to-morrow, and 1 trust you will be good enough to 
give me a little information about the country.”  

“ Not only can I do that, but, up to a certain point,
I can pilot you there, for I also g o  to-morrow evening 
b y the 8.55 express.”

“ Indeed ! ”
“  But to what part are you going, may I ask? ”
“ T o  Naples.”
“ T o  N a p les!”  How fortunate that I should have 

met you. That is exactly where I am goin g.” 
Commander Luigi Spartivento and William Keniss 

were interrupted at this moment b y the bell, announc
ing that the curtain was about to rise.

“ Don’t let us talk any more,”  said the commander. 
“ This is the Kcrmesse scene, and it Is admirable.”

“  I see you love music,”  returned William.
“  I do more than love it. I adore it and idolise it.” 
In fact, several times during the course of the act 

Commander Spartivento—who, perhaps, affected a 
little too much the air of being music-mad to be so in 
reality— manifested his enthusiasm with so much ex
uberance that the rest of the audience, peaceful 
citizens though they were, began to show symptoms 
ot annoyance. One of them even made use of the 
following interval to carry his grievance to a superin
tendent, who, in the most courteous fashion, begged 
the noble Italian to put the soft pedal on his too 
evident admiration of Gounod's immortal work and 
the excellent artistes who w*cre interpreting it.

“  W h a t! W h a t! ”  cried the commander. “  I may 
not even applaud if it pleases m e? W here is the 
manager? I will take my complaint to him.”

“ Be calm, I beseech you ,”  said William in annoy
ance, for a crowd of about fifty persons had already 
gathered round them in the corridor.

“ No, I will not be calm till I have made my 
complaint. W here is the m anager?”

At this moment electric bells rang on all sides to 
recall the spectators to their seats. William Keniss 
took advantage of the opportunity to take his new 
friend b y the arm and lead him back, very much 
against his will, and literally foaming with rage.

“ Z)/m W o/" he cried, staring with arrogant in- 
solence at the surrounding spectators. “ If I only 
knew which of these imbeciles it was who complained 
of me I would cut off his e a rs! ”

“ Com m ander! Com m ander!”  William kept re
peating with increasing annoyance. And he tried to 
draw l.uigi Spartivento from thoughts o f vengeance 
to admiration of the Opera House.

“ Instead of exciting yourself like this,”  he said, 
“ just look how splendidly the boxes are decorated.” 

The Opera House was indeed a magnificent 
spectacle. For from floor to ceiling all the ladies 
were in light evening dresses, with bare shoulders 
and covered with diamonds—a marvellous expanse of 
varied colours, a fairy flash of scintillating gems.

Spartivento, in his fury, would not look, but con
tinued to crush the orchestra with his wrathful glances. 
William Keniss could not help comparing him to a 
great lion in a  rage, which brought a discreet smile 
to the thin lips of the irascible commander.

“ Oh, n o !”  he said. “ I f  they think to keep me 
from applauding or from hissing they are very much 
mistaken! ”

“ W h a t! A re  you going to h iss?”  cried William, 
who began to fear that his neighbour would commit 
some still more trying eccentricities.

“ Y e s,”  he said resolutely. “ I shall hiss to show 
the clowns they cannot mock with impunity Com
mander Luigi Spartivento.”

“  But they will turn you out.”
44 It’s all the same to me.”
44 But not to me, my dear Commander, not to me. 

T hey have seen us talking together and they will 
think— ”
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“ Yes, that is true. T hey might even be capable of 

turning you out at the same time as your humble 
servant. So, as I don’t wish to cause you annoyance 
the first time we meet, I will exchange my seat for 
that one at the end of the row, which, I have noticed, 
has been empty all the evening,”

“ As you please," said William, laughing in spite of 
himself at the anger of his new friend, towards whom 
he could not feel any ill-will, so eager had he been to 
offer his services as guide to Italy.

“ The curtain is going to rise, so I will leave you.

W hether anything happens or not we shall meet at 
the exit."

“  A greed."
So the commander took the seat he had pointed out 

to William, and the curtain rose upon Marguerite's 
garden. The house had become silent as if by en
chantment, so that the dropping of a pin might be 
heard. It seemed as if word had been given to the 
spectators to hold their breath, test they should disturb 
the strain of pure, sweet melody sung b y Siebel and 
Marguerite at the commencement of this act.

(To be continued.)

POST OFFICE 
ANNUAL REPORT

TH E Fifty-first Annual Report of the Postmaster- 
General for the year ended 31st March, 1905, 
has just been published as a Parliamentary Blue 

Book. W e  print in extenso the portion relating to 
stamps and postal packets:—

Statistics of Postal Packets 
It is estimated that the number of postal packets 

delivered in the United Kingdom during the year
1904-5 was as follows :—

— X  umber. Increase 
per Cent.

Average 
No. for each 

Person.

Letters . 3,624,600,000 1*0 6 t ‘a
Post cards 734.S00.000 19*7 *7 **
’ Halfpenny packets . 8ai.700.000 2*S *9*7
Newspapers 
Parcels .

z 79.400.000 2*6 4 *a
97,300,000 3 ' ° a *3

Total . . 4,479,400,000 4 *a 104*4

Letters and Post Cards
The increase in the number o f the letters, although 

greater than that of last year (*7 per cent.), is still 
slight compared with that shown in former years; 
and there is again a decrease ( '5  per cent.) in the 
letters delivered in London. This is no doubt to be 
largely attributed to the still increasing use of pictorial 
post cards, which has contributed to bring about an 
increase of 1 9 7  per cent, in the number of post cards 
passing through the post. Private post cards are now 
estimated to number no less than 81 per cent, o f the 
total number posted.

Registered Letters and Parcels
The number of letters registered in the United 

Kingdom during the year 1904-5 was 18,504,690, a 
decrease of 2*8 per cent, on the figures for 19 0 3-4 ; 
whilst the number of parcels registered was 1,041,521, 
a decrease of *2 per cent, on the previous year. The  
decrease is believed to be principally due to the con
tinued depression in the cheap jewellery trade.

Express Delivery Services
The total number of express services was 1,403,053, 

as compared with 1,29),833 last year. T he increase, 
8 7  per cent., though considerable, is less than that of 
previous years.

In London there were 916,740 express services, 
1,446,085 articles being delivered in this manner, in
cluding 552,035 letters sent out for delivery in advance 
of the postman.

Undelivered Postal Packets
The following are the numbers of undelivered 

packets dealt with during the y e a r:—

Description. Number.

Increase(+)or Decrease 
( - )  as compared with 

previous year.

Number. 1 Per Cent.

Letters 10,743,447 -  <04.834 -3 -63
Post cards 2,386,124 +140,797 +6*27
•Halfpenny packets . **,5 5 9 .0 4 9 +131.388 -f i ‘o6
Newspapers 022,731 -  10,448 -1 6 5
Parcels . . *5 7 .3 *9 +  3.874 +  **53

Total 2 6 ,5 6 8 ,7 4 0 — ■39.143 —  *5*

* Including also foreign Book Packets, etc., over 2 oz. in 
weight, prepaid at the halfpenny rate.

Undelivered Letters
The decrease in the number of undelivered letters 

is believed to be partly due to a diminution in the 
number of foreign lottery circulars posted in this 
country, and furnishes therefore double cause for 
satisfaction.

Registered and Property Letters
The number o f registered letters and letters con

taining property sent through the post with insuffi
cient addresses was 315.965. These letters contained 
£ 17 ,8 3 0  in cash and bank notes, and £ 6 2 2 ,12 3  in bills, 
cheques, money orders, postal orders, and stamps. 
One packet contained jewellery whose value exceeded 
£2,000. The number o f letters containing valuable 
contents posted with no address at all was 4,507, the 
contents including £ 1 5 7  in cash and bank notes, and 
£ 9 ,4 12  in various forms o f remittances. It was found 
possible to restore the greater number of these letters 
to the senders.

Although the number of insufficiently addressed 
letters was smaller than in the previous year, the total 
value o f the contents thus jeopardised by the careless
ness of the public was greater by more than £4,000.

There was a slight increase in the number of articles 
found loose in the post during the year. These in
cluded £ 1 , 1 7 1  in cash and £ 12 ,0 5 8  in cheques and 
other forms of remittance.

Home Mail Services: Use of Motors
I have been able to make considerable extensions 

in the use of motor vans for the conveyance of mails; 
and I am glad also to he able to report a substantial 
advance in the reliability of the services already
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established. On some services the results have been 
highly satisfactory: but on others the motor vans 
employed have not yet shown themselves to be so 
trustworthy as horse vans. It is, of course, most 
important that vans used for mail services should 
work punctually and regularly; and it is necessary, 
therefore, to proceed with caution in extending the 
use of motor vans, and to exercise care in the selection 
of the contractors for the services.

Motor services have been established between :—

London and Epping 
London and Kedhill 
London and Brighton 
Manchester and Liverpool 
Birmingham and W arwick  
Birmingham and W orcester 
Newcastle and Sunderland 
Northampton and Hitchin

and also between some of the London District Offices. 
The question of the possibility of establishing further 
services is constantly kept under consideration. The  
employment of motor vans has in many cases resulted 
in an acceleration of the service, and, where the loads 
are heavy and the distances considerable, in a sub
stantial economy.

Arrangements have also been made for the establish
ment of motor services between London and Hastings, 
with a  branch from Tunbridge W ells to Eastbourne. 
A  considerable financial saving will be effected.

Acceleration of North Mails 
to W est of England

On the ist July, 1904, the mail train from Bristol to 
the W est of England was accelerated, with the result 
that correspondence from the North of England now 
reaches Plymouth nearly one hour earlier than 
formerly ; with a still greater acceleration in the case 
of letters for Penzance and the greater part of 
Cornwall. This removes a grievance of long stand
ing which has on many occasions been brought under 
the notice of successive Postmasters-General.

Cycle Posts
In many rural districts cycle posts have been 

introduced with advantage in place of foot or 
mounted posts. A  considerable acceleration of the 
letters has in some cases resulted ; and it has, more
over, often been possible to devote the saving effected 
in the horse-keep allowance to affording additional 
postal facilities in the district.

W hen a postman's route is on good high roads and 
the weight is not too great, trailers have been brought 
into use with advantage. A  bicycle with a trailer is as 
a general rule found more suitable for rural posts than 
a tricycle carrier, inasmuch as it is often possible for a 
postman to leave a trailer behind at some point of the 
journey (to be picked up on his return), and complete 
his delivery with the bicycle only.

Cash on Delivery System
Since my last report I have continued to give  

careful consideration to the question of introducing a 
“  Cash on Delivery "  service in this country.

I have received a large number of representations 
from private persons and traders in favour o f the 
establishment of such a service, giving numerous 
examples of ways in which the system would be used 
by the public; but the organised opposition on the 
part of retail traders continued to be so pronounced 
that I came to the conclusion that it was inadvisable 
to override such a body of opinion.

At the same time, to abandon the scheme entirely 
would have been difficult. Proposals had been made 
for instituting the system between certain foreign 
countries and British Possessions. These proposals, if 
carried into effect, would only intensify the dis
advantage already felt b y British traders in Inter
nationa] business b y giving their foreign competitors 
for British colonial trade the advantage of a cash on

delivery system which the British traders did not 
possess.

Accordingly, on the 31st October last, I announced 
to a deputation from the chief trade associations 
representing small retailers that, whilst for the present 
I would not establish the system in connection with 
the inland service, I intended to consider in the 
interests of British trade whether the system could 
not be applied to the service between the United 
Kingdom and its colonies and dependencies and 
Egypt. The deputation expressed satisfaction with 
this decision, although it was coupled with a plain 
statement that in my opinion the system was sure 
to be introduced sooner or later in the inland and 
foreign service as well as in the colonial service.

I have since appointed a Departmental Committee 
to consider the numerous details essential to the 
establishment of a “ Cash on D elivery”  system 
between the United Kingdom and British colonics 
and dependencies, and—as regards parcels— Egypt: 
and I hope, at no distant date, to make definite and 
detailed proposals to the several Post Offices con
cerned.

Stam ps: Colour of Halfpenny Stamps
The colour of the M . postage stamp was altered in 

November last to a lighter shade of green, as there 
was found to be some difficulty in distinguishing 
between the dark green Ad. stamp and the blue 2 Ad. 
stamp in artificial light.

Use of Cut out Stamps
T he Post Office A ct o f last session enabled me to 

withdraw the prohibition of the use of cut-out stamp.- 
in payment of postage as from the 31st December; 
and embossed or impressed postage stamps cut out of 
envelopes, post cards, letter cards, wrappers, or tele
gram forms may now be used as adhesive stamps for the 
purpose of prepaying postage.

Re purchase of Stamps from the Public
During the year under review the number of 

purchases of stamps from the public under the 
regulations introduced on the tst January, 1904 (to 
which reference was made in my last Report), was 
3,447, representing a total value of ,£22,827.

The precautions which it is possible to take under 
these regulations have resulted in the detection of 
several cases in which attempts were being made to 
dispose of stolen stamps.

Eastern and Australian Mail Service.
The contracts with the Peninsular and Oriental 

Steam Navigation Company and the Orient Steam 
Navigation Company, which formerly provided for 
the whole of the Eastern and Australian mail service, 
terminated on the 31st of January last; but in the 
case of the first mentioned company a supplemental 
contract immediately came into force, whereby their 
service to and from India, China, and Australia is to 
be carried on, under improved conditions, until the 
31st January, 1908, or, at the option of His Majesty's 
Government, for two or even four years longer. As 
compared with the former arrangement, this supple
mental contract provides for an acceleration by 
twenty-four hours o f the weekly service to and from 
India and of the fortnightly services to and from China 
and Australia. Y ou r Lordships are aware that this 
extension of the Peninsular and Oriental Company's 
service was made with the view of allowing ample 
time for the arrangement o f fresh services, for which 
it is proposed at no distant date to invite tenders.

In the case of Australia, I hoped that before the 
termination of the late contracts the Australian 
authorities, who found themselves unable to partici
pate any longer in a federal mail service on terms 
acceptable to the Imperial Government, would be able 
to arrange for a service under contract with the 
Commonwealth Government to take the place of the 
fortnightly service which had been performed by the
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Orient Company under an Imperial contract. This 
they were for some time unable to d o ; and for the 
purpose of sending mails to Australia in the weeks in 
which there was no service by the Peninsular and 
Oriental line, it became necessary on the expiration 
of the Orient contract to make use of whatever oppor
tunities offered. The irregularity of mail communi
cation under these conditions necessarily occasioned 
much inconvenience, which was only ended by the 
resumption in the middle of April of the Orient 
Company's fortnightly service to and from Naples 
under arrangement with the Australian Government.

West Indian Mail Service
In June, 1903, 1 gave formal notice to the Royal Mail 

Steam Packet Company that their contract for the 
West Indian mail service would terminate on the 
30th June, 1905; and after ascertaining the views of 
the various colonies as to future arrangements, 1 invited 
tenders for a service for a period of five and a half 
years from the 1st July, 1903. The sole response was 
from the Royal Mail Company, which submitted three 
separate tenders. One only of these tenders afforded 
any prospect of an arrangem ent; but as its accept
ance would have involved an additional payment of 
^15,500 per annum, which the colonial Governments, 
for whose benefit cold storage of fruit, etc., was to be 
provided on board the packets, were not prepared to 
contribute, it seemed questionable whether the con
tract system should not be altogether abandoned, and 
arrangements made for the transmission of mails on 
some other basis. At this juncture the firm of Elder, 
Dempster, and Company came forward with an offer 
to perform the required service for such money as was 
at the d sposal of His Majesty's Government. Out of 
consideration for the long service of the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Company, I determined to invite fresh 
tenders returnable on the 31st March. In answer to 
this second invitation four firms tendered. Of the 
tenders satisfying the conditions laid down, the most 
advantageous came from Messrs. Elder, Dempster, 
and Com pany; but pronounced opposition to its 
acceptance from two of the most important colonies 
led me to the conclusion after all to discontinue the 
contract service.

United States M ails: Sea Sorting 
The question of establishing Sea Post Offices on 

board the British packets conveying mails between 
the United Kingdom and New York in order that the 
correspondence might be sorted during the voyage 
has frequently been discussed between m y Department 
and the United States Post Office; but it is only 
recently that the difficulties which stood in the way 
have been overcome. W ith your Lordships' concur
rence Sea Post Offices have now been set up on board 
the White Star and American lines, and negotiations 
are in progress for similar arrangements on board the 
packets of the Cunard Steamship Company.

Letter Postage to Australia 
Although not strictly coming within the year under 

, review, it may not be out of place to mention the 
further step taken towards the completion of the 
Imperial Penny Postage scheme b y the arrangement 
made with the Australian Government for the reduction 
of the postage on letters sent from this country to 
Australia (including British New Guinea, Lord Howe 

I Island, and Norfolk Island) to id. per half-ounce as 
1 from the 1st April last. The Commonwealth authori- 
I ties do not at present see their w ay to apply the same 
K rate to letters sent in the reverse direction, but they 
I have reduced the postage for such letters to their own 
I  inland rate of 2d. per half-ounce, and have also 
I  decided to reduce the rate for post cards from lid . to 
I  id. each.

I  Customs Doty on Advertising Circulars for Australia 
I  Considerable inconvenience has been caused in some 
■  quarters by the fact that Customs duty is levied in

Australia on advertising circulars, price lists, trade 
catalogues, and other documents of the same descrip
tion 5 and large numbers of such articles have not 
been delivered because the addressees declined to pay 
the duty. It is not practicable to arrange for the 
payment of the duty through the agency of the 
British Post Office ; but the Commonwealth Govern
ment has announced that exporters can, if they so 
desire, remit the amount of the duty (assessed at 3d. 
per lb.) to the Post Office of the State to which the 
packets are addressed. Difficulty has arisen in 
practice in identifying the packets for which payment 
has been remitted ; but I hope the representations 
which 1 have made to the Australian authorities may 
lead them to make some more satisfactory arrange
ment*

Postal Union Congress
The Postal Union Congress, which was to have 

been held at Rome this spring, has again been de
ferred at the wish of the Italian Government, and the 
date now fixed is the beginning of April, 1906.

The International Ju ry  appointed to consider de
signs for a monument to commemorate the foundation 
ot the Postal Union has finally selected one prepared 
by a French sculptor. It is understood that the Swiss 
Federal Council has already taken steps to give effect 
to the Jury's recommendations.

Insured Letters
The system of insurance for letters has been ex

tended to Barbados and Bermuda.
The number of insured letters despatched to places 

abroad during the year was 9,616, against 9,421 
during the previous year, an increase of about 2 per 
cent. ; whilst the number received from places abroad 
was 55,211, against 49,095 during the previous year, 
an increase ot 12 per cent.

Anglo-American Parcel Post
I may mention, although not falling within the year 

under review, the Agreement which has at length 
been concluded with the United States Post Office 
for a direct parcel post to and from this country, 
commencing on the 1st of April last. T he postage is 
2s. for each parcel. Parcels sent by this service must 
not exceed 4 lb. 6 02. (2 kilogrammes) in weight, the 
limit fixed for the official service between the United 
States and other European countries; and they can
not be insured. Customs duty must in every case be 
paid b y  the recipients of the parcels, which are, how
ever, subject to no other non-postal charges. Con
currently with this service, the previously existing 
service for parcels up to 11 lb. in weight, admitting of 
insurance and the prepayment of Customs duty, con
tinues to be carried on through the agency of the 
American Express Company.

Parcel P o st: Reductions of Postage and Extensions
T he rates of postage on parcels sent to Persia by  

w ay of India have been reduced, and the limit of 
weight has been raised to 1 1 lb. A  parcel post with 
Persia b y  w ay o f Russia has also been established; 
and the parcel post has been extended to the Republic 
of Ecuador. Reductions have been made in the post
age payable on parcels for Sweden and Bolivia; and 
negotiations have taken place which are expected to 
result in lower rates for parcels addressed to France 
and Rhodesia.

Additional Facilities
The system under which the sender may undertake 

the payment of the Customs or other charges or
dinarily collected from the recipient has been extended 
to Jamaica, Queensland (including British NewGuinea), 
South Australia, and Western Australia.

Arrangements are being considered for expediting 
the exchange o f parcels with British East Africa, 
Zanzibar, and British Central Africa.



1 4 4 GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY
Number of Parcels

The number of parcels sent to and received from 
places abroad during’ the year was as follows :—

- Insured. Ordinary. Total.

Despatched . 158,813 2,156,391 2.313.204
Received i 3<M75 ■■■35,313 ■.3 >5 .7 8 S

Total . 289,253 3 .3 4 G704 3,630,992

The total number of parcels outward and home 
ward shows a net increase as compared with last year 
of i2 t,639, or about 3^ per cent. T he total number 
of foreign and colonial parcels insured, namely, 289,288 
as against 281,818 In the previous year, shows an in 
crease of about zh per cent.

E x p o r ts  and Im ports

According to the Board of Trade Returns, the 
value of the goods exported and imported by 
Parcel Post during the last three years has been m 
follows :—

Twelve Months ended 
31st March Increase 

in 1904-5, 
as compared

Increase 
in 1904-5, 

as compared
with 1903-4. with 1902-3.

1903. 1904. I9O5.
.

4 £ 4 4
E x p o r ts 3 .3 7 3 .0 9 4 3 .4 7 5 .7 0 7 3,778,558 302,851 405,464
Imports ■,347,786 1,306,251 *.3 7 7 .9 4 3 71,692 35 .1 5 7

Total . 4,715,880 4,781,958 5 ,1 5 6 ,5«l 3 7 4 ,5 4 3 440,021

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—W e  regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of V ol. I., all told. B y  
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail* 
able even at the publishers' price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
J .  Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
W ells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of ** Answers 
to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance: 2s. 6d. per dozen; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion:— B . Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. F o rg e d ; 
G . Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

R. R eprint: W . Watermark. T he charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of tos. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. I f  a correspondence b 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, < 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of V ol. I. o f Gibbons Stamp Weekly in an 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse of Information, and shali 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our ** Miscellaneous" page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary* secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

A  F IN E  B IR T H D A Y  G IF T .
No. 68, 1,500 varieties. Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1,500 different Stamps forma 

splendid start for anyone. A  large number of really rare and valuable stamps are contained in this collection: 
but it is impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed. jQi 15s., post-free and registered.

S t a n le y  G ibbons, L td ., 391 S tra n d , London, W .C .

Printed by  W . B rbndon  &  S on, L td ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, L td ., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
26 August, 1903.
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THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD
B y E D W A R D  J. N A N K IV E L L
Argentine Republic
"T H E  Argentine Republic 

1  comprises fourteen pro
vinces and ten territories. 
The territories are group
ings for electoral and ad
ministrative purposes of the 
sparsely inhabited parts of 
the country. The Govern
ment is a federal republic, 
with a Senate of thirty 
members and a House of 
Representatives of eighty- 
six members. The Presi
dent is elected for six years, 
and is not eligible for re- 
election. The State religion 
is Roman Catholic, but all 
others are tolerated. Educa
tion is free, secular, and 
compulsory between the 
ages of six and fourteen. 
The army numbers over
12,000 men, with a National 
Guard of 500,000.

The republic has a length 
of 2300 miles and an area 
of 1,778,195 square miles. 
Its population in 1902 was 
estimated at 5,022,249. The 
capital is Buenos Ayres, with 
a populaton of 756,000.

Its northern limits are 
bounded by the republics 
of Uruguay, Brazil, Para
guay, and Bolivia, and its 
southern boundary reaches 
Cape Horn. On he west 
it is divided from Chili by 
the Andes, and on the east 
it is washed by the Atlantic. 
Despite its long coast line, 
it has few good harbours.
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The chief ports, Buenos Ayres and La 
Plata, are both artificially constructed.

It was first visited by the Spaniards in 
1516 , and was colonized by them in 1535. 
At first it was treated as an unimportant 
part of Peru, but in 1776 Buenos Ayres 
was made the capital of a new vice
royalty. From 1806 to :8o8 British forces 
endeavoured to gain a footing in the 
country, but were unsuccessful, and soon 
after the W ar of Independence broke out, 
and was waged with great violence till 
1824, when the Spanish power was broken. 
In 1842 Spain acknowledged the inde
pendence of the country.

Of the Argentine people Mr. Akers 
writes : “  Argentine national character 
bears the impress of Spanish traditions, 
and the conservative tendency apparent 
in the Spanish peninsula still militates 
against the rapid evolution o f civilisation 
in these newer countries. The provincial 
inhabitants cling to the customs of their 
forefathers with persistent disregard of 
the benefits of more advanced ideas. In 
the Argentine, as in the Spaniard, there 
is a dislike to close attention to detail in 
public and private life. Hospitality is a 
characteristic trait in all classes of Argen
tine society, alike in city and country, and 
rich and poor never fail to offer to the 
chance guest the best that their home 
contains. In the more isolated districts 
the people are simple and-superstitious to 
an unusual degree. Quick to resent real 
or fancied injury, the Argentine is prone 
to be equally impulsive in forgetting any 
cause of dispute. No better example of 
these characteristics could be found than 
the facts in connection with the many out
breaks of civil war and revolutionary 
disturbances, and the comparatively small 
amount of bad blood these conflicts have 
left behind.”

The development of sheep-farming and 
the opening up of a large cattle trade 
with Europe have been making great 
strides of late years ; but the immense 
mineral resources of the country are 
practically neglected.

Its Philatelic History
The first stamp of the Argentine was 

issued in 1858, after the various provinces 
of the Rio de la Plata had been gathered 
into what was termed the Argentine 
Confederation. It consisted of three 
values, with a roughly drawn representa

tion of the Arms of the Confederation. 
Then followed, in 1862, the first stamps 
of the Argentine Republic, with the Arms 
in reduced size in a laureated central 
oval.

In 1864 was inaugurated the long series 
after series of portraits of notable men of 
the Republic. The first portrait was that 
of Rivadavia, the Washington of South 
America. Portraits dominated the de
signs from 1864 till the Columbian com
memorative issue of 1892.

Provisionals were issued in 1877, 1882, 
and 1884. Apart from these few emer
gency issues the stamps of the Argentine 
are fairly straightforward and easy. The 
first two issues afford happy hunting- 
grounds for the specialist, but those the 
general collector may wisely disregard.

1858. Three values of a roughly de
signed stamp issued by the Argentine 
Confederation containing the Arms of the 
Confederation enclosed in a Greek border. 
The stamps were imperforate and un
watermarked. The stamps are still ob
tainable for a few pence, thanks to the 
large remainders which came into the 
hands of dealers when they were with
drawn from issue.

Imperforate. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. ,1 .

3 centavos, red . . . o 0 2 0
to ,, green . . 0 8  5 0
15 ,, blue . . 1 0  5 0

1861. Three values, forming the first 
issue of the Argentine Republic. Design, 
Arms of the Republic in a laureated oval 
encircled with the words r e p u b u c a  
A r g e n t i n a . These stamps were also 
imperforate and unwatermarked.
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1864. Three values. Design, portrait 

of Rivadavia, watermarked with the 
initials R A  (Republica Argentina) in 
script characters. The plates were en
graved in England, and were sent out to 
Buenos Ayres with all the necessary 
appliances for printing, including a per
forating machine and special paper water
marked R A  (Republica Argentina) in 
script capitals. The printing was done 
at Buenos Ayres. Some of the work 
must have been very bad, for a French 
collector writing on these stamps says, 
“  I do not believe there exist any stamps 
the execution of which is so uneven. 1 
have thirty-seven specimens, all different 
in shade and impression. In some of 
them the inscription is not legible ; in 
others the portrait has entirely disap
peared, and leaves a white space, and 
such specimens were used ! ”  Some of 
the stamps were issued imperforate as 
well as perforate. It is stated that some 
of the stamps had to be sent out imper
forate owing to the deterioration of the 
perforating machine and the bad work it 
turned out. It seems that an incom
petent workman, after perforating about 
a million stamps, damaged the machine 
to such an extent that it could not be used 
again. The imperforate stamps are, how
ever, always placed first in the catalogues. 
Imperforate copies are very scarce, more 
especially of the 10 c. and 15  c.

Portrait o f  R ivadavia. Wmk• R A  ;  imperf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s . d.m 
5 c., rose-red . . . 20 o 15  o*

10 c., green . . —  —
15 c., blue . . —  —

The same. Per/. Unused. Used.
s . d . s. d .

5 CM rose . . . 3 0  1 0
10 c., preen . . . 6 0 4 0
15 c., blue *. . . 10 o 8 0

1867. The same three values. On the 
5 c., portrait of Rivadavia ; on the io c., 
Belgrano ; and on the 15 c ., San Martin. 
These are all clearly printed, and are the 
work of the American Bank Note Co. of 
New York. They were printed on un
watermarked paper, and were perforated.

San Martin.

-Vt> wmk. Per/. Unused. Used.
s. d . S. d .

5 c.» verm ilion  . . . 0 4 O 1
t o e . ,  g reen • 1 3 0 6
13 c., blue . 3  0 1 6

873. Five values. Portrait of Bal
carce on the 1 c ., of Moreno on the 4 c., 
of Alvear on the 30 c., of Posadas on the 
60 c., and of Saavedra on the 90 c. 
These were engraved and printed in New 
York by the National Bank Note Co.

BafcarcO- Moreno.

Aiuear. fiosadas.
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1Y0 ctw-G Per/. Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
s. d.

1 cM mauve O 1 0 2
4 c., brown O 4 0 4

30 c., orange IO 0 2 0
60 Cm black 3 0 0 3
90 c., blue 6 0 0 3

AV> ■ wwA. Per/. Unused. 
s. d.

Used.
S. d .

8 Cm lake . . 0 8 0 4
10 Cm green . . 0 6 0 1
20 c M pale blue . . 2 0 0 S
24 c., deep blue . . ( 0 0 2

1877. Provisionals. To provide 1 c ., 
2 c., and 8 c. stamps printings of the 
5 c. of 1867 were surcharged in large 
bold figures “  1 ’ ’ and “  2 ,” and printings 
of the to e . of the same issue were sur
charged with a large figure “ 8 .” All 
the surcharging was done in black ink 
and in letterpress.

12

1877-87. Two new values, 2 c. with 
portrait of Lopez and 25 c. with portrait 
of de Alvear. These stamps were en
graved and printed by the National Bank 
Note Co. of New York on unwater
marked paper.

.\'o xvtiti. Perjr. Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
s. d.

w“ ‘ "  1 “  ”  ( \ A T J W t  A ft  A n  t 

Lopet. de Alvear.
1 0 on 5 c., vermilion. 2 0 2 6 No wwiA\ Per/. Unused. Used.
a*’ on 5 c. *3 0 12 6 s. d. s. d.
8 ”  on 10 c., green 4 0 3  0 2 c ., green . . . 0 2  

25 c .( rosy lake . • . 2 0
0 1 
2 0

1877 8. Four new values necessitated 
by an alteration in the postal rates. The 
1867 die of 5 c., portrait of Rivadavia, 
was altered into 8 c. ; the 10 c., portrait 
of Belgrano, of the same issue, was 
altered to 16 c., and the 15 c .,  portrait of 
San Martin, was altered to 24 c. with a 
slight alteration of the lozenge of the 
design. A 20 c. of new design, with 
portrait of Saarsfield, was added to the 
new values. The dies were altered and 
the stamps printed by the American Bank 
Note Co. of New York.

1882. Provisional. To provide tempo
rarily a l e .  stamp, the 5 c. of 1867 was 
surcharged with the fraction “  i  ”  and 
underneath ( p r o v i s o r i o ).

,  , y . - x A A lV  1)

Provisional.
Ko ivmk. Per/. Unused. Used.

s. d . t. d.
** i  ”  on 5 c., vermilion . . 1 0  1 0

1882. Two new values, i  c. and 12 c., 
and 1 c. new design, with tablet of value 
in centre instead of a portrait. No water
mark. Perforated.Rivadaoia, Belgrano.
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/Vo U'/ub Per/, Unused.
s. d.

Used. 
s. d.

l c., brown , 0  2 0  4
j c., rose-red • 0 3 0  4

12 c., ultramarine . 8 0 1 6

884. Provisionals. Three curious
surcharges to provide a supply of i  c., 
1 c., and 4 c. stamps. For the i c. the 
5 c. and the 15 c. of 1867 were surcharged 
“ 1884,”  with the fraction “ 1 ” under
neath. For the 1 c. the 15 c. of 1867 was 
surcharged with a large numeral and the 
letter “ C ,” and “  1884”  under; and for 
the 4 c. the 5 c. of 1867 was surcharged 
“  Cuarto — Centavos— 1884,” in three 
lines.

Provisionals.

Nowmk. Petj. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

\ c. on 5 c., vermilion ; red sur. 0 4  1 0
\ c. on 15 c., blue ,, 0 9  0 9
l, c. on 15  c. ♦» black sur. 1 6  2 0
1 c, on 15  c. ,, red  ,, 1 6 2 0
4c. on 5 c .,  vermilion; black ,, 1 0  1 0

1884. The design of 1882 newly en
graved in slightly modified form. Printed 
on unwatermarked paper and perforated. 
Three values in same colours as before.

Xowmk, Per/. Unused Used.
s. d. s. d.

.1 c., brown . . . 0 1  0 2
i c,, rose-red . . . 0 i 0 1

12 c., ultramarine . 2 0  0 4

1888-go. A long series of twelve 
values, each value with a separate por
trait and enclosed in a separate design. 
Printed on unwatermarked paper and 
perforated.

Celmun. Riuadavia-

S e lg r a n o -  D o r r e g o .
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Moreno. Mitre.

No wntk. Per/. Unused. 
s. </.

Used
S. li.

i  c., blue O 1 0 I
2 c.» yellow O 9 0 6
3 c ., blue-green . 0 4 0 i
5 c., rose-red O 6 0 r
6 cM dull red 1 6 2 6

10 c.» brown l 0 0 1
15 c., orange O 9 0 2
20 c., green 0 9 0 2
23 cM violet 1 6 0 6
30 cM brown t 3 0 6
40 c., slate 4 6 0 6
50 cM blue 5 0 0 6

P L E A S E  N O TE
The Prices quoted in the foregoing artic le are taken from our p u b lish ers ’ latest Catalogue, and are, 
therefore, the P rices at Which Sta n le y  Gibbons. Ltd., Will have p leasure in supplying any o f the 
stam ps that may be needed by any o f  our readers.

FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By Rev. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.

(Continued from  page 136.)

2 . Indications Denoting the Use of 
the Stamps (con tin ued)

IN  1871 there appeared, at the time of 
1  the first issue of Hungarian postage 
stamps, a stamp which was specially 
issued for newspaper postage. The cen
tral design consisted of the crown of 
St. Stephen and a posthorn within a cir
cular band. No value was inscribed, but 
the stamp cost one kreuzer. In the 
following year the design showed the 
posthorn turned in the opposite direction.

The new design in the ordinary issue 
in 1874 caused a corresponding new issue 
of Newspaper stamps. The numeral “  i ”  
appeared on the envelope in the centre. 
The stamp is very similar in design to 
the 1 kreuzer value of the 1887 general 
issue. For the purpose of comparison 
and identification, we illustrate the stamps 
side by side. In 1900 a fine example of 
the “ Arms ”  order appeared. This News
paper stamp had no value inscribed, but 
it was equivalent to 2 filler.

HUNGARY.

Newspaper.

"  Ordinary " Issue. *'Newspaper " Issue.

1900.

In 1861 a Newspaper stamp was issued 
in Sardinia. The central design consisted 
of an oval on which was embossed the 
numeral of value. The inscription at the 
sides, g io r n a l i  s t a m p e , i.e. “ Journal 
Stam p,”  denotes the use of the stamp. 
In the following year the 2 c., black, 
appeared in yellow for use in the King
dom of Italy.

ITALY.

m i. Ittl.
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In 1884 four large stamps were issued 
for the use of the Parcel Post. The pro
file of King Humbert I. to the right 
appeared as the central design. The 
values were 50 c., 75 c., 1 lira 25 c., and 
1 lira 75 c. Two new values, the 10 c. 
and 20 c., were added in 1886.

irALV.

Parcel Post.

I8S4.

3. Values expressed in Numbers or in W ords

The value o f stamps may be expressed 
either in figures or by the number written 
in Roman letters. The first case presents 
no difficulty. It is only when the number 
which designates the face-value is written 
in the language of the country in which 
the stamp was issued that the beginner 
finds himself in a dilemma. W hat is the 
meaning of “  Vier Pfennige” on a Prus
sian stamp ? How many centesimi go to 
make “ quindici ”  or “  cinque centesimi ” ? 
What is the difference between “ Dos 
Cuartos ”  and “  Doce Cuartos ”  on the 
Spanish issue of 1867 ? The writer has 
thought that a set of numerals of those 
European languages, the numbers of 
which are expressed in Roman letters, 
might prove useful as a table of reference. 
For this I have drawn up two groups, 
each consisting of four languages. It 
will be readily seen that all of the four 
languages are related the one to the 
other. The reason for this is not far to 
seek. Let us consider the first group, 
which is known as the Italic or Romanic 
group. The mother language was Latin. 
From Latin there have sprung certain 
Romance dialects, the principal of which 
are now known as Italian, French, 
Spanish, and Portuguese.

151
In the following enumeration we have 

given all the numbers from one to twenty 
in their natural order.

Italian French Spanish Portuguese

i quarto quart cuarto quarto
i terso tiers tercero tercero
4 mezzo demi medio meio
1 un un uno um
2 due deux dos dois
3 tre trois tres tres
4 quattro quatre cuatro quatro
5 cinque cinq cinco cinco
6 set six seis seis
7 sette sept siete sete
8 otta huit ocho oito
9 nove neuf nueve nove

to died dix diez dez
1 1 undid onze once onze
12 dodici douze doce doze
13 tredtei treize trece treze
*4 quattordtei quatorze catorce quatorze
*5 quindici quinze quince quinze
16 sedtei seize diez y  seis dezeseis
•7 died  sette dix-sept diez y  siete dezesete
18 dieci otto dix-huit diez y  ocho dezoito
<9 died nove dix-neuf diez y nueve dezanove
20 venti vingt veinte vinte

The countries which use the Italian lan
guage are the States out of which the 
Kingdom of Italy has been formed, viz. 
Sardinia, the two Sicilies, the Papal 
States, Tuscany, the Duchies of Modena 
and Parma, Lombardy, and Venetia.

The French numerals are in use in all 
the numerous French colonies, viz. An- 
jouan, Annam and Tonquin, Benin, 
Cochin-China, Dahomey, Diego Suarez, 
Djibouti, French Congo, French Guiana, 
French Guinea, French Somali Coast, 
Guadeloupe, Indo-China, Ivory Coast, 
Madagascar, Martinique, Mayotte, New 
Caledonia, Nossi-B£, Obock, Reunion, 
Ste. Marie de Madagascar, St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, Senegal, Senegambia, 
Niger, Tahiti, and Tunis.

The Spanish use is en regie in the 
Philippines (to the year 1898), Cuba, the 
Spanish Antilles, Porto Rico, and all the 
former Spanish possessions in America, 
viz. Mexico, Florida, Guatemala, Nicar
agua, Salvador, Costa Rica, Honduras, 
Venezuela, New Granada, Ecuador, Peru, 
Bolivia, Chili, the Argentine Republic, 
Uruguay, and Paraguay.

Portuguese numerals are in use in 
Brazil and in the colonies of Portugal, 
viz. Azores, Cape Verd, and Madeira, 
Angola, and all Portuguese Africa.

(To be continued.)
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INGLE-NOOK YARNS
“ T H O U G H  LO ST T O  S IG H T , TO  M EM O R Y D E A R ”

By TANCRED
n p H E  European in camp in the jungles, 

a hundred miles or so from anywhere 
or any one, considers himself extremely 
iucky if, in the course of a camping 
season, he meets with another “  white 
man ”  once or twice.

A few seasons ago I was out for five 
months in the Ceded Districts —a tract of 
country which must have fallen on the 
earth from somewhere by accident, for 
there is nothing else like it anywhere. 
One day, on my return to camp, I found a 
real live white man, and of course we 
chummed at once. I gave him a “  p e g ” 
and my impression of things in general, 
and the Ceded Districts in particular; and 
he reciprocated with a cheroot and his 
condolences.

We arranged to “ feed” together that 
evening. We feed instead of dining when 
alone, and the difference may best be 
described by saying, “  When you dine 
you dine, but when you ‘ feed ’ you don’t .”

I told my camp cook to worry round 
and prepare as decent a dinner as he 
could manage.

The first course was “ hair soap,” 
according to the menu, for my boy 
always spells hare with an “  i ”  and soup 
with an “ a ,”  but in this particular case, 
judging from the taste and consistency, 
the spelling was correct.

The next course was a marvel, and 
completely beat us.

“  W hat is  i t ? "  said I, and “  W h a t?"  said he;
And the boy at once replied:

“ ’Tis a muttony chop, as all may see,
From the leg of a dog that died ! ”

It tasted like it, but “  De mortuis nil 
nisi bonum,” even when they are given 
you to eat.

We hurried on to the third item, which 
was very nice and tasty—plenty of sauce 
in it (that sauce which covereth a multi
tude of sins, and gives to monkey, goat, 
and bat a flavour which recalls “  England, 
home, and beauty” ). He asked no ques
tions this time, but after dinner my nett- 
friend got a terrible pain inside, and then 
I felt the same, and between us we sat and 
wondered why in the scheme of creation 
we had ever come to this awful country.

When I mentioned the occurrence to a 
doctor friend afterwards, he said, “ Arsenic 
poisoning.”  But the difficulty was to 
account for the arsenic. Then it slowly 
dawned on me. M y stamp collection, which 
could not be found the day after our ill
ness, was the cause.

I have not knowingly eaten curried 
Sydney Views and fricasseed Cape wood
blocks since, and cannot honestly recom
mend them to those in search of a new 
dish.

GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
A Close Season o f Philately 
M r . C a s t l e , in the London Philatelist, 
favours the putting away of the stamp 
album during the summer months. He 
says :—

No pursuit, indoor or outdoor, is capable of being 
followed year in and year out without palling upon its 
votaries, and the same trite reflection applies to what
ever w e eat or drink or do*

It strikes me that that is a rather 
sweeping sort of trite reflection. But 
we are only concerned with the stamp 
part of it. Is it wise to shut up the

stamp album in the summer months and 
treat it as laid by till the return of winter? 
I venture to doubt it. It does not follow 
that because we stick to our hobby year 
in and year out we are all the time giving 
ourselves up to it body and soul to such 
an extent as to produce nausea. There 
should be reason in all things. If a man 
cannot collect without indulging in a 
plethora, he had better hand his stamps 
over to some rational being.

There are many reasons why stamp 
collecting is developing into an all-round-



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY 153

the-year pursuit. New stamps are issued 
all the time. Being an international 
pursuit, when it is summer with us it is 
winter elsewhere. The trade in stamps 
is also international, consequently the 
stamp dealer has to keep open all the 
year round. He displays the latest new 
issues and the latest bargains, and we 
are carried along with the tide which he 
keeps on the ebb and flow. If we retire 
from the pursuit in the summer we miss 
the chances of the passing market, and 
probably have to pay through the nose 
later on. The specialist goes strong for 
shades, and he finds there is nothing like 
the strong light of the summer for shading 
up, and also for classifying varieties of a 
microscopical character.

As a matter of fact, the stamp collector 
may slacken off in the summer, but he 
does not shut up his album altogether. 
When the light is gone, and the gas is 
lit, there is generally still some time before 
bed, and that time is not unfrequently 
spent in going through his stamps with 
some friend who has cycled over to spend 
the evening with him. We do not for
gather in regular society meetings, but 
we do have our individual meets, and 
chats, and exchangings.

The gay Lothario who can say “ good
bye ” to his stamps, and tramp the pleasure 
grounds of Europe during the summer 
season, may be forgiven for deserting his 
hobby for a time, but the crowd cannot 
follow in his track.

The Needs of the Young Collector

Again let me quote Mr. Castle, this 
time to agree thoroughly with him. 
Waiting of the young collector, he sa y s :—

If the future you ng collector is to nourish, the way 
must be made easy to him% or his philatelic existence 
will wither away soon after its birth. W hat is required 
is simple catalogues, simple literature, and simple 
albums, so that he can learn, like the schoolboy, the 
simple rules of arithmetic before flying into the 
spheres of higher mathematics. The modern cata
logue, though pleasing enough to the specialist, is 
simply a scarecrow to the young philatelist, and unless 
he is better catered for in the future, Philately itself 
runs the risk—let us hope at some distant epoch— of 
dying out, for the most potent of all reasons on this 
earth—the inability to perpetuate its species.

Well, those needs are being looked 
after to-day as they have never been 
before. A catalogue for beginners has 
been produced, and a still more simple 
one on the lines of the limitations fol

lowed in our pages is being projected by 
our publishers. In G .S .IV . the young 
collector has a journal of his own, from 
which all perplexities of perforation and 
all such fripperies as Unpaids, Officials, 
etc., are rigidly excluded; besides, he has 
in the “ Junior” his own philatelic society, 
and he has even had his own Great E x
hibition.

Mr. Castle will, therefore, be glad to 
learn, when he revisits this sublunary 
sphere, that the “ young uns ” are doing 
well.

The Young Collector’s Wiser Choice
And I am inclined to think that the 

young collector’s programme is the more 
satisfying. The specialist rarely gets 
nearer than a disturbed dream of com
pletion. If he ever writes “  Finis ”  on 
the last page of some favourite country, 
some restless busybody comes along 
and discovers some long dormant and 
utterly unsuspected series of microscop
ical varieties for him.

But the young collector, who wisely 
confines himself to normal stamps, com
pletes series after series, with the com
forting knowledge that he is building, 
safely and securely, his little philatelic 
temple.

In my collection the normal stamps 
occupy the first page, then on subsequent 
pages follow such varieties as may have 
been discovered. The first page is always 
a settled p a g e ; the variety pages are 
constantly being rearranged to admit 
some intruder. The first page is the 
young collector’s page ; the others are 
the never completed pages of the 
specialist.

Society Programmes
Already the programmes of the philatelic 

societies are coming in for the next 
season. Liverpool has led the way with 
a very full and attractive list of events. 
Amongst other tendencies I note that 
there are four discussions on the list. I 
am inclined to believe that a discussion, 
now and again, on points on which we 
are not all of one mind, will add much 
to the usefulness and interest of society 
meetings. Specialism v. General Collect
ing, Collecting as an Investment, Old 
Issues v. New, are fair samples of suit
able subjects.
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N EW  ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers If they will help him with the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the Information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD d. NANKiVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

B e lg iu m .—Messrs. Whitfield K ing and Co. send 
us the 50 c., 1 fr., and 2 fr. to complete the new series.

New Portrait 0/ King Leopold //.
Per/.

10 c.t rose.
ao c., olive-gTccn.
25 c., blue.
35 c., brown-lilac.
50 c., grey.

1 fr., yellow.
2 fr., mauve.

G re a t B rita in .— Levant.— W e have received from 
our publishers the Ad., id., iAd., 2d.. 2AdM 3d., 4<i., 
6d., and is. values'of our current English stamps, 
overprinted in black with the word LEVANT, in block 
sans-serif letters.

These stamps come from Constantinople, and are, 
we understand, to take the place of English stamps 
hitherto surcharged in Turkish currency.

As to the use of these stamps, it may be well to 
repeat what our Turkish correspondent wrote in 
G .S . IV. , vol. i . :—

“  E very collector knows that there are foreign post 
offices in Turkey, and I think some details, for ex
ample, concerning the various British post offices in 
Turkey will please my readers.

“ England has six post offices in T u rk ey; two are in 
Constantinople, one of them at Galata, the business 
centre, and the other at Stamboul on the left bank, 
one at Smyrna, one at Beyrouth, one at Salonica, and 
one at Bagdad. All these post offices use at this 
moment the following stamps surcharged in paras 
and piastres:—

2W ., surcharged ‘ 40 paras.’
,, 80 „

tod. ,, *4 piastres.’
6d. ,, 12 ,,

“ An envelope for a registered letter surcharged *40 
paras,' and stamps of Ad. and id. without surcharge, 
and cards of id. and o f id. by id. without surcharge.

“ Anybody can send letters at will by the British post, 
which, between eight o'clock in the morning and six 
o'clock in the evening, receives and gives out letters, 
money orders, parcels, etc. It is the same with the 
other foreign post offices in Constantinople, and they 
are four in number— French, German, Austrian, and 
Russian."

Stamps o f King Edward V II overprinted L£v a n t .
Wmk. Crown. Per/.

Jd., green.
id., scarlet.
i$d., green and purple.
2d. ,, scarlet,
aid., ultramarine.
3d., brown on yellow.
4d., green and brown.
5d., purple and ultramarine.
6d., purple.
xs., green and scarlet.

In addition to the foregoing we have received the 
5s. K ing's Head surcharged “ 24 piastres," probably 
supplied before the decision to overprint with the 
word LEVANT.

King Edward V II stamp overprinted in Turkish currency.
Wmk. Crown. Per/.

“  34 piastres," in black, on 5s., carmine.

Roumania.— The Philatelic Record publishes the 
following announcement from a Roumanian paper, the 
Epocha: “ On the i/i4th August next the colour of 
the 1 ban stamp will be changed from light brown to 
black (vignette), the colours of the 1 leu, at present 
vandyke brown frame and carmine centre, will be 
changed to special green frame and black centre, and 
those of the 2 lei from orange-yellow frame and sepia- 
brown centre into vandyke brown frame with black 
centre. The present stamps of these three denomina
tions will remain in use until the stock is sold out."

The Record adds that the new set of stamps an* 
nounced some months ago are to be issued on the 
io/23rd May, 1906, to celebrate the fortieth year of 
the reign o f the present King, Charles I.

Sierra Leone.— M r. W . T . Taylor, Hull, informs 
us that he has received the 2d., 3d., 4d., is., and 5s. 
on multiple C A  paper. The id . and id. have already 
been announced.

S IER R A  LEONE

Multiple CA. Per/
|d., purple and green, 
id. „  carmine.
2d. ,, brown-orange.
3d. „  grey.
4d. „  carmine,
is., green and black.
5s. „  carmine.

V e n e z u e la .—W e  illustrate the wall plasters chron- 
icled and listed by us on page 106.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Australia: New Watermark
H a v in g  made inquiries, we h a v e  been informed that 
the Postal Authorities have approved of this water
mark (Imperial Crown over the letter “ A ” ) for postage 
stamps generally. Such being the case, we shall soon 
have something uniform. The new watermark will b e  
adopted in the various States when the existing stocks 
are exhausted. Australian Jo u rn a l o f Philately.

I Australian Uniform Penny Stamp
Be f o r e  retiring from office, Mr. Sid  Smith invited 
designs for a uniform penny postage stamp. In a 
minute on the matter he said he saw no reason why 
we should wait for the expiration of the book-keeping 
period before making the innovation, as the name of 
the State could be printed on each stamp, if it were 

• considered necessary, for the protection of its postal 
I revenue. It is to be hoped that Mr. Chapman will 
\ take the same view. Although not fully in accord with 

our ideas, it is a step in the w ay of progress, and there 
is no reason w hy one design may not be used for all 
values, or that out of the designs received sufficient 
may be adopted to g o  round.

Australian Jo u rn a l o f Philately.

Secret M arks
j W h en  preparing postage stamps, bank-notes, or other 
\ monetary documents, designers and engravers are 

always careful to invent some means by which they 
may in advance protect their work against imitations 
by a secret mark and one not easily seen. In most 
cases they have not been able to find anything better 
than one or two microscopical dots in the designs, 
these dots being more or less hidden. This system 
has the advantage that, even if the dots are noticed 
by the forger, they may be taken by him as originat
ing from the printing plate not being properly cleaned. 
Their omission would, however, in certain cases lead 
to the discovery of the forger.

A. Reinheimer in  “  The Philatelist."

The Postal Service in Morocco 
I Eu r o p e a n  rivalry in Morocco is particularly shown in 
! the postal service, in which the Government of the 
1 Sultan does not participate. Spain, England, France, 

and Germany have established post offices in various 
towns, but the French and Germans are the principal 
rivals. Germany has subsidised lines to Bremen and 
Hamburg and one to Trieste monthly. France does 
not subsidise the lines, but has two services to Mar
seilles monthly.

France has eleven post offices in Morocco. The 
postal service between the head office at Tangiers and 
the other offices is kept up by carriers on foot (in 
Arabic “ rekkas"). Each rekkas travels only from one 
town to another. As there are no roads and no bridges 
(there is only one in the whole of Morocco), the carrier 
is forced to cross the rivers by fords. In summer this 
is easy; in winter, however, he has to wait until the 
waters have gone down, and the carrier, who is very 
patient, waits sometimes a few days, sometimes a week, 
and the correspondence waits with him. If all goes 
well, it takes eight days from Tangiers to Mogador, 
and seventy-six hours from Tangiers to Fez, a distance 
of *65 kilometres. In 19C3 the receipts were 93,000 
francs, the expenditure 67,000 francs, so that a profit of
36,000 franc* resulted. O wing to our postal tariff, a 
letter from Morocco to Algiers or to France costs 25 
centimes, whereas the Spanish post office only charges 
to centimes for letters from Morocco to Spain, Gib
raltar, and the Canaries. Moreover, the French post 
offices are of the most rudimentary character. With

the exception of the office at Tangiers, where they are, 
however, eclipsed by rival institutions, they are of 
such a mean description as to compare most unfavour
ably with the luxury and the comfort of the German 
ones. The French post office is nearly always estab
lished in an obscure hovel of the “  Mellah "  (the Jewish 
quarter), and the occupier, a Jew  or a Moroccan pro
tege, generally can neither read nor write French. 
The clients have to decipher the addresses. It is so at 
44 Marrakcsch," where the “ receiver" is a very honest 
Jew , who can neither read, nor write, nor speak 
French. He has the assistance of a few clerks, but his 
young son, who has been educated and taught French 
at a school founded by the “ Jewish Alliance," mostly 
does his work. For salary, rent, responsibility, ex
penses, etc., they receive the magnificent sum of 900 
francs per annum.

I.et us turn to our rivals, the Germans. In the 
opinion of all, French as well as Moroccans, their 
service is the best, and is bound to help in extending 
their influence. The German post offices are new, and 
often prettily built, and belong to Germany. The  
officials arc comfortably located in light and well-fur
nished offices, and besides their rent receive a fixed 
salary of M. 2500, which would be in our currency 
here more than 4500 francs. The opinion of the in
habitants of Morocco, who only see foreign nations 
through their establishments abroad, is that France 
must be a sorry and mean country, whereas Germany 
is a sunlit country, and a rich and mighty nation.

It is absolutely impossible not to draw unkind com 
parisons, when one sees tn the German post offices 
young Germans speaking fluently not only Arabic, 
but also English, French, and Spanish, whereas the 
officials in our offices are not Frenchmen, and do not 
even speak French.

The result of all this is that the German post office 
for a long time has offered us a very keen competition, 
which is absolutely out of all proportion to the German 
commercial trade. At Marrakesch, for example, where 
the banks have no agencies and cannot issue cheques, 
the German office turns over 125,000 francs per month 
in money orders, whereas we have only a turnover of
50,000. Yet the German trade with Morocco amounts 
to only seven millions, whereas the French trade 
amounts to forty-two millions. One of these days we 
shall see another incident like the one the Kaiser has 
just created by his visit; in the meantime our officials 
remain in ignorance, they exhaust themselves in empty 
speeches and vain polemics instead of acting.

“  The Philatelic Record," translated from an article 
by M. Henri Barbe in the "Progres de la Cote d 'O r."

Paddy at the Poste Restante
A s k i n g  for his letters at a foreign post office, a liv e ly  
Irishman was required to show his passport or c a rd ; 
he had neither, but with ingenious readiness, turned 
down his coat and exhibited his name in marking ink 
on his shirt collar. The official smiled and delivered 
the letters. The Philatelist, 1875.

A Live Crab per Sample Post
A n amusing story comes from Berlin. A  postman, 
who was entrusted with the delivery of letters belong
ing to the sample post, was considerably startled on 

utting his hand into his post-bag to feel it sharply 
itten. Looking through his parcels, he perceived a 

crab’s claw protruding from an envelope, which was 
posted at Hamburg, and docketed “ Sample o f no 
value.'* It was found on inquiry that the crustacean 
really had been sent as a sample in the w ay of 
business, crab-shells being used In certain manu
facturing processes. The Philatelist, 1873.
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from the French by EDITH  C. PHILLIPS

C H A P T E R  W i l l  {continued)

Wherein W illiam  congratulates him self on having  
fo u n d  a very cheerful travelling companion

T H E  commander also was motionless and silent. 
W hat was he watting for, that he did not begin 
the little manifestation he had promised his friend 

William Keniss? Simply that there might be a man 
on the scene, for, not forgetting the respect due to 
women even when one is in a rage, he would not hiss 
either Siebel, Marguerite, or Dame Marthe, but Faust 
or Mephistopheles. For this reason Spartivcnto waited 
a few minutes with quiet resignation before showing 
the people how very little notice he took of the 
reprimand they had just brought upon him.

At length Faust commenced the beautiful air—
“  Salut, demeure chaste et pure ! ”  

and at the same moment the commander put a key to 
his lips and broke in upon it with a shrill whistle. 
The singer stopped short, and, one after another, the 
orchestra followed in confusion. The nearer spectators 
rose and shook their fists, while those in the boxes and 
upper galleries leaned over to see as much as they 
could at the risk of tumbling head-first into the stalls. 

“ Turn him o u t!'* was the cry. “ Turn him o u t!”  
Spartivento, in defiance, thrust his hat on his head 

and whistled his loudest.
“ Turn him out! turn him o u t!”  sounded on all 

sides.
The situation began to look dangerous for the com

mander, who sat with smiling serenity in the midst of 
the storm, when two of the municipal guard appeared 
at one of the doors, and, in spite of his protestations, 
marched him out manu m ilitari, to the enthusiastic 
applause of the spectators, who were delighted to 
get rid of one who had interfered with their enjoy
ment from the beginning. Now, Spartivento dis
posed of, the garden scene might g o  on without in
terruption. William Keniss, who had not left his seat, 
was highly amused, and congratulated himself on 
having made the acquaintance o f so lively a person.

“  He is so original that he will make a most amusing 
travelling companion,” thought he.

So the Stam p K ing took advantage of the interval 
to go  »n search of his new friend, whom he found 
marching tranquilly backwards and forwards at the 
top of the Opera stairs.

“ W ell, how did it go  o ff? ”  he asked.
“ Perfectly,”  returned the commander. “ They  

contented themselves with escorting me to the door. 
W ill you come and have a cocktail with m e ? ”

“ Most willingly.”
So Commander Luigi Spartivento and William  

Keniss went and settled themselves on the terrace at a 
cafe to become better acquainted with each other, 
and towards one o’clock in the morning, having con
versed on a thousand subjects—America, Italy, and 
what not—they parted with a hearty grasp of the 
hand like old acquaintances, arranging to meet the 
next evening at the Gare de Lyon.

William woke in the morning at about ten o’clock. 
Through the windows of his room, facing the south, 
entered the rays of the beautiful M ay sun, which, in 
the balmy atmosphere of Paris, seems to clothe itself 
in a soft mist and to lavish its gentle beams more 
generously than elsewhere. John came and opened

the windows and admitted the delicious morning per- 
fumes. Down below, in the Place du Havre, were 
a number of conveyances heaped up with flower*, 
spreading all around the reflection of their colours 
and the charm o f their scent. Piles of fruit and fresh 
vegetables—perhaps also the Parisian dames, as they 
passed with little bunches of llowers in their dresses 
—perfumed the atmosphere, and gave to the air thu 
voluptuous scent which is known nowhere else but 
between Meudon and Saint-Mande.

William dressed in a contented frame of mind. 
Life itself was happiness, as it should be to a man 
who has slept well after a pleasant evening, possess*- 
a good digestion, sees the sun shine, has a healthy 
appetite, youth, and money, and is on the point of 
reaching a desired goal at the end of an enchanting 
journey.

“  1 shall not want you to-day,”  he said to John 
when he was ready. “  It is such a lovely day that I 
shall just wander about. I must remind you, though, 
that we start this evening for Naples. Pack up our 
luggage, forget nothing, pay the account, and be in 
the waiting-room at the Gare de Lyon at eight o'clock 
to the minute.”  William then went down, had a 
magnificent carnation arranged in his button-hole by 
one of the flower girls, and sauntered about for a few 
minutes.

“ H olloa!” said he suddenly. “ Eleven o’clock, 
and our places are not secured for the journey ! ”

He made inquiries, and returned almost to the 
point from which he had started on being told he 
would find the offices o f the Lyon Com pany in the 
Rue Saint-Lazare; and soon catching sight of the 
magnificent entrance leading to them he entered 
the great hall.

“ W h y, it is Monsieur Keniss ! ”  said a voice.
William turned his head and perceived Luigi 

Spartivento, who rose from his seat and came forward 
with outstretched hand.

“ Good morning, Commander,”  said William, well 
pleased at the meeting. “ T o  what happy chance 
------ ? ”

“  I have come for the same purpose as yourself, 
probably, to book my seat for Naples.”

“ That is exactly it. Shall we travel togeth er?"
“ W ith pleasure.”
“  W hat shall we ta k e ?”
“ A  coupe seems to me------ ”
“ Oh, no,”  interrupted William, with a disdainful 

gesture. “  Besides the fact that three cannot lie down 
comfortably------ ”

“ A  sleeping compartment, then ? ”
“ That’s better, but you never feel at home in then: 

and I have a horror of changing trains a dozen times. 
W ould you not prefer a saloon carriage that would 
take us all the w a y ? ”

“  You would have to engage one all to yourself," 
said the commander, b y  whom the question of 
economy could not be entirely neglected.

“ That is m y intention,”  laughed William. And, 
after a moment’s reflection, he continued with true 
American frankness, ** You  need only trouble about 
your own seat, m y dear Captain, for whether 1 travel 
alone or no I should none the less take the saloon and 
the six places.”

This arrangement seemed to please Spartivento, as 
he agreed at once. But he evidently wished his new
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friend to make as cheap a bargain as possible, as he
said—

“  In any case, as the carriages are arranged in two 
distinct compartments, each containing three beds 
and every convenience, and capable of being united 
or separated at will by a door which can be locked, 
if anyone wants to take the one compartment it would 
be quite useless to reserve it at your own expense.”

“ I quite agree with you there,”  returned William. 
"So  long as I can g o  to bed, dress, and not change 
carriages before arriving at Naples, I ask no more.”  

With these words they repaired to the booking- 
office of the Kue Saint-I-azare, and William stated 
what they wanted.

“ A small saloon carriage to go  as far as Naples, 
which I will take entirely at m y own expense, unless 
you have someone willing to take the second com* 
pariment.”

“ Very good, sir,”  said the clerk, plunging into the 
ready-reckoner to calculate the price of such accom
modation.

While this was going on, Spartivento, overcome by 
a sudden scruple, said in a low voice to his extrava
gant companion—

“ This is really unconscionable on m y part— I am 
wrong in accepting your kind offer.”

“ What in the world do you see unconscionable in 
that, my dear Comm ander? It happens that ] engage 
a saloon for my own special use, and I ask you to take 
a place in it, which place you pay for. So you don't 
even owe me any thanks.”

The commander appeared to yield against his will, 
and William's conscience congratulated him on the 
little service he was able to render to a man of exten
sive acquaintance in high Neapolitan circles, as he 
believed, and consequently one who would be able to 
help him most efficaciously.

“ Jt will be six hundred and nineteen francs ninety 
to Modena,”  said the clerk, looking up. “  For the 
Italian part of the journey you must pay the difference 
at the frontier. There is a deposit of fifty francs to 
pa y now."

William drew out a pink and blue note and gave it 
in exchange for a receipt, on producing which and 
paying the remainder of the sum he would be put in 
possession of his saloon that evening. This accom
plished, he went out again with Luigi Spartivento 
into the Rue Saint-I^azare 

“ What are you going to do this m orn in g?" asked 
the commander in a friendly tone.

“ I'm quite free, and have nothing to do but walk 
about till it is time to start.”

“ In that case will you do me the favour of taking 
luncheon with m e ? ”

William, who was glad to begin at once the enjoy
ment of such agreeable company, accepted with 
pleasure. So Spartivento called a fiacre and they 
started off to lunch in the Bois de Boulogne.

The commander was an astounding talker, well- 
informed on all points—on deep questions of science 
or politics as well as Parisian gossip, having seen 
much, learned much, and retained much. W ith that 
southern loquacity so alluring in some people, he 
talked and talked and gesticulated, interspersing 
witticisms and amusing sayings with the most interest
ing conversation. He related his travels, detailed his 
adventures, and told of the illustrious friendships that 
his birth and culture had procured him in the four 
corners of Europe. William, completely fascinated, 
had no wish to interrupt, being ready to profit by 
such marvellous tact and the kindness which offered 
it with so much good-will.

Luncheon with such a congenial spirit, under the 
cool vault of the trees, with a view of carriages pass
ing without intermission, and the joyous warbling of 
birds in the branches, was, as might have been ex
pected, a ga y meal. W hen they rose from the table, 
having become intimate, thanks to their long chat

and still more to the champagne, they returned to 
Paris and called at several shops, mutually counselling 
each other concerning their little purchases, and 
finally sat down to dine together in the neighbour
hood ol the Opera House. Friendship was finally 
cemented by a  bottle of old Mesigny, which William, 
being host this time, had up from the restaurant vaults.

But time lied ; the pneumatic clocks showed that U 
was already past seven, and time to think of going to 
the station.

“  Have you any luggage to tak e ?”  asked William.
“ No, my dear fellow. T he omnibus of the Hotel 

Continental, where I have been staying, will convey 
it all to the station.”

“ All right then.”
As eight o’clock struck they entered, inseparable 

from henceforth, the waiting-room of the Garc de 
Lyon, where John, faithful guardian of portmanteaus 
and rugs, had already arrived. William immediately 
went to pay the balance of the hire of his saloon, and 
was somewhat surprised when the clerk said—

“ It will only be half, s ir ; that is, three hundred 
and ten francs. T w o  other travellers have turned up 
and taken the second compartment.”

“ And they g o  all the w ay to N aples?”
“ Yes, sir.”
“ V e ry  go o d ," And returning to Spartivento he 

said, “  Do you know we are going to have some com
panions after all ? ”

“ S o  much the better. It will cost you the less.”
T h ey made their w ay to the train, and were very 

much astonished to find that the travellers who had 
taken half their saloon were already settled there, 
with the door shut, the blinds drawn down, and the 
lights extinguished.

“ W ell, these people must be fond of mystery,” 
said tile commander.

Without troubling any more about them they 
settled themselves down, arranged their beds, and 
slept, while the train steamed off at full speed towards 
Modena and Italy.

(7V» be continued )
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
O u r N e w  Z e a la n d  L e tte r

W e l l in g t o n , N 121/1 J u ly ,  1905.
Introductory
In writing to you from this remote corner o f the 
antipodes* 1 must first of all wish your sturdy phila
telic fledgeling a long and prosperous career. Its 
lusty crow is already heard far beyond the confines of 
its native farmyard, and it gives every promise that—  
fed on philatelic grains from many lands— it will con
tinue to grow  in strength and usefulness, and will 
prove a real boon to the “ young collector’* of all 
ages and all the world over, whose wants have not 
hitherto been over well attended to.
M r. H a u sb u rg ’s  V is it

Our little coterie of stamp enthusiasts here has had 
a rare treat recently, in the visit of one of your most 
distinguished masters of the cult, Mr. L. I.. R . 
Hausburg, and our admiration has been divided about 
equally between his profound and yet minute phila
telic knowledge and his unusual modesty with regard 
to it. Some of us have been considerably enlightened 
by his visit on matters with regard to which we 
imagined ourselves specialists and experts. W e  hope 
he will have a very pleasant time during the remainder 
of his trip round the world.

Catalogue Prices of New Zealands
The British Empire portion of the 1905 Catalogue 

arrived here some little time ago, and the change in 
its get-up is the occasion of favourable comment.

The prices of some of the New Zealand stamps 
continue to puzzle collectors here very much. For 
nslancc, the 2s. and 5s. of the 1878 issue (each priced

at 10s. used), are both rare enough out here to justify 
much higher prices being asked. T h e y are decidedly 
scarcer here than some of the highly priced 2d. values, 
such as the no wmk., perf. 13, of 1863, and the 10 x 12$ 
of 1874, each priced at 50s. used. Possibly the 
explanation is that the higher values were mainly used 
on home letters, the 2d. values remaining in the 
colony (2d. being the inland rate here for many years), 
and that even at this distance of time the exchanges 
which have taken place between the two countries 
have not been sufficient to equalize the relative rarity 
of the two classes of stamps here and in the old 
country.

Current “  N .Z .’s "  Varieties
Considerable interest is now being taken by collec

tors here in the varieties of paper and perf. of the 
£d. and id. of 1901-2, it being now generally recog
nized, as the result of the recent controversy in the 
philatelic journals, that the statements made (by  
writers who had not sufficient knowledge of the facts) 
as to their being unnecessary, and even speculative, 
issues, have failed to rob them of their true status as 
perfectly legitimate varieties, the result of the efforts 
of the postal authorities to obtain a |>aper and per
forating machines satisfactory in all respects.

Some o f these varieties, particularly the stamps on 
the thin, hard papers perforated 1 1 ,  are very scarce 
and much sought after.

N .Z . Perforating Machines
W hilst on the subject of perforations, I may remark 

that the rotary machines at present in use here (gaug
ing 14 and 11 respectively) have proved very unsatis
factory, as evidenced b y the generally rough and 
imperfect perforation of the current stamps, and the 
objectionable “  m ixed”  varieties which have resulted 
from the Government printer’s attempts to remedy 
the bad work done b y the machines.

I hear that new and better machines are likely soon 
to be imported, which, while they will have the un
desirable effect of creating fresh varieties of per- 
foration, yet appear to be badly wanted.

“  Penny-in-the-Slot ” Stamps
I clip from the Australian Philatelist of tst July, 

1905, the following description of a local invention 
which is at present being tried at the Wellington Post 
Office.

“ Mr. L . A . Sanderson, Secretary of the Philatelic 
Society of New Zealand, has sent our publisher a copy 
o f an article that appeared in the E ven in g  Post 
(W ellington) of June 16th, also a pair and a single 
specimen of the present id. stamp as supplied by the 
machine in question. The article reads as follows:— 
* Yesterday, at the General Post Office vestibuie, 
there was installed the latest contrivance for issuing 
stamps automatically. T h e machine was invented by 
Mr. R. J .  Dickie, o f the Chief Post Office staff, and 
Mr. J .  H. Brown, photographer o f this city. It is 
claimed to be that long-sought desideratum, an auto
matic contrivance that cannot be tampered with. It 
is necessary to raise a small metal shutter to put a 
penny in the slot, and until the shutter is absolutely 
closed again the mechanism o f the machine cannot 
come into action. Thus there is no possibility of the 
instrument being worked by means of a penny on a 
string or similar illicit devices. The mechanism is 
simplicity itself, a fluted sprocket wheel with weights 
attached being set in motion by the descending coin 
so as to make a single stamp project from a second 
slot. The action of the front slot is such that im
mediately it is opened it closes the second slot. The 
whole mechanism is only 9 in. by 4 in. in extent, and 
the instrument may be charged to carry from £ \  to 
;£ioo in penny stamps. A  machine of this type will 
save an immense amount of time to the Post Office 
officials, and will also afford an easy means of getting 
stamps when the Post Office and shops are closed—a 
matter of some importance in these days of early 
closing. It is adapted to fixing on to pillar-posts, and 
is at once strong and inexpensive to make. Patent 
protection has been obtained through Messrs. Park 
and Basley, and a company will probably be formed 
for future developments.’

“ T he single stamp shows at each side an irregular

Perforation 9^, and the top and bottom unperforated.
he pair of stamps shows how the stamps are kept 

into place in the machine. It is evident that the un
perforated sheet is divided into strips of the width of 
the stamp. Between each stamp are two holes, 2 mm. 
in diameter and 1 1 mm. apart from each other, made 
no doubt by two needles. The perforator must close 
on the stamp as soon as it appears out of the slot, and 
the person wanting the stamp has simply to tear it off 
the perforator. T h e idea is a good and useful one, 
but its present condition is open to improvement.” 

This description is fairly correct, except that the 
perforator (or, more properly, rouletting instrument) 
does not close upon the stamp as soon as it appears 
out o f the slot, but only when it is pulled. Thus if 
the purchaser, instead of pulling off the first stamp 
that appears, goes on raising the shutter, putting in
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\ pennies, and lowering the shutter, he will obtain a 
| strip of stamps, imperforate top and bottom, and 
• divided at the sides only by the two large holes

I referred to above, another stamp being pushed out for 
every penny put in. The rouletting mechanism does 
not come into operation until he pulls out the last 

» stamp he wants.

I may also remark that the rouletter now being used 
in the machine is of considerably finer gauge than the 
one first used, and which is described in the above 
extract.

I send you a single stamp and a pair treated by this 
machine.

J .  H. W. Wardrop .

PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
The Ju n io r  P h ilatelic  S o c ie ty

P residen tFred  J .  Melville.
Secretary: H. F. Johneon, 4, Portland Place North, Clapham  

Hoad, S.W.
Meetings: Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C.
Annual Subecrlptlon: U. 6d.

At the July monthly meeting of the General Com
mittee of the Junior Philatelic Society, the following 
new members were elected: Latimer H. Saunders, 
Padstow, R .S .O .; Ralph Mollet, St. Helier, Je rse y ; 
Hy. J. Chapman, Hounslow; H. W . Sharp, Lincoln ; 
C. H. Moulds, Ilford, Essex; C . R. Robinson, Darling
ton; Miss A. E. Pearson, Knutsford.

The Committee is now prepared to accept subscrip
tions dating from the time of joining till October, 1906, 

; at is. 6d., the ordinary annual subscription. All appli- 
• cations for particulars, and the handy twenty-four 

page booklet of the Society, should be made to 
Mr. H. F. Johnson, Honorary Secretary, 4, Portland 
Place North. Clapham Road, S .W .

The August monthly meeting of the General Com
mittee was held on the 10th inst., when the following 
new members were elected:—

G. Norman, jun., Chesham ; Mrs. Ellen Ethering- 
ton, Rochdale; H. Alsop, Bristol; J .  F . Peace, 
Sheffield; C. P. Rogers, C h isw ick; M. Winifriede 
Eujden, W ells; J .  B. Moore, Belfast; Miss H.

( Andrews, Caterham Valley ; D. C . Gray, London; 
R. D. Chevelcy, Brockley ; W . F. Dick, W est Green. 

The next meeting of the Committee for the election 
, of new members will be held on Thursday the 14th 
J September. All applicants should note that an annual 

subscription (is. 6d.) paid now will hold good till 
;■ October, 1906.

I  An extensive and novel programme is in prepara
tion for the coming season, and will be sent to any one 
applying for the same as soon as ready. All com- 

j  munications should be addressed to the honorary 
2' secretary, H. F. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, 
I  Clapham Road, S .W .

‘4 The Garden Party

The garden party given b y the Junior Philatelic 
\ Society in honour of Mr. W illard O. W ylie on Satur

day, August 12th, was a thorough success. Mr. 
Wylie is on the board of vice-presidents of the Ameri
can Philatelic Association and is editor of Mekeets 
Weekly Stamp News. Some two hundred and seventy 
members and friends passed into the beautiful 
grounds of Hambly House, Acre Lane, which were 
brown open for the occasion.

It was a day of cheerful levity. The keynote to the 
gathering was sounded on the front of the long 
programme which had been prepared for the 
occasion.

“ There's a collector we wot of called W ylie,
Of whom we all think very hylie ;

He’s come from the Hub 
T o  visit our Club,

So we're all here to greet him in stylie.”
Several novel and interesting entertainments had 

been arranged, and telegraphic communication had

been established round the grounds. This connected 
the “  P. T . O .” (Platform Telegraph Office) with the 
“  R. T . O .” (Refreshments Telegraph Office), and by  
giving the number of one's tiny table to the telegraph 
clerk at P. T . O. one’s tea or ices would be brought 
along with the least possible delay from R. T . O. 
Messages were Hying over the wires all the afternoon, 
commencing with a wire from Mr. H. F. Johnson, 
the Secretary, conveying the welcome and the greet
ings of the members of the Junior Philatelic Society 
to Mr. W ylie.

Mr. W ylie replied also by telegraph
“ M y  d e a r  M r . J oh n so n ,—I heartily thank you 

for the greetings extended by wire. It is indeed very  
kind of your Society to honour me with this reception, 
and the occasion will be one long to be remembered 
by me because of your kindness.

“  W il l a r d  O. W y l i e .'*
Mr. Leonard W right's orchestra “ discoursed sweet 

music,”  to use a somewhat hackneyed phrase, through
out the afternoon, while the folks were having their 
teas and other refreshments. At 5.30 a short but very  
select little concert was commenced. Miss Esther 
Molton played a charming overture, and Mr. Lloyd  
Williams followed with his quaintly funny story of 
“ T he Dover Express.”  An encore brought some 
rather tall stories, which took out a little of the rare 
colour of the American flag, which draped along with 
a Union Jack over the pavilion.

Mrs. Munro, who is a skilful violinist, delighted 
every one with herexecutionofSvendsen’s “ Romanze,”  
and German dances from “  Nell G w y n ." Mr. GiUam 
followed with a cornet solo, “  Because,”  which held the 
audience delighted to the end; and an additional item 
on the programme, which was most highly appreciated, 
was that afforded by Mr. W . E. Lincoln’s excellent 
recital of a scene from “  Midsummer Night's Dream.”  
T h e humorist (or at least one o f them), Mr. George  
Buck, arrived too late for the concert, but he provided 
a pleasant little interlude later in the evening by sing
ing three comic songs, some of which had been adapted 
for the special edification of the company present. 
“ On the Piano,”  which makes use of some musical 
expressions, was thus twisted :—
“  Now you’re a cute stamp dealer and you think that 

you have got A fla t .
You bring out all your forgeries and try to sell 

the lot. Quite natural.
But if he should understand your play% and see that 

you are bass,
You will do well and wisely if you quickly change 

your face
And instead of a (pianissimo) flat, you'll have found 

his Grace A sharp.”
A  song called “ Snapshots" gave a snapshot as 

follows
“  A  girl to a post office went 

T o  wire a message to a ge n t;
But she used a queer foreign stamp,
About the size of a guinea gamp.

“  ' That’s no good,' said the officious clerk ;
* Surely you’ve done this just for a lark.’
‘ Yes,' cried the girl, ere she took to her heels ;
* *Tis a picture I've cut from this week’s A fe k e e ts ”
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The band (which was under the Baton Rouge of 

Mr. Leonard W righ t) also played for a short dance, 
from 7.30 to 9.30. The grand pianoforte (ATiue) came 
from Brinsmead. The tea (China and Ceylon !) and 
refreshments were by Schlarb. A t 7.30 the Pleasant 
Shade  was, without the aid of Oil Rivers, trans
formed into a Tierra del Fuego by the Thorne and 
Hoddle Acetylene Co., Ltd.

Altogether a most successful afternoon and evening 
were passed, and Mr. W ylie ’s visit will long be 
remembered with the greatest pleasure by all who 
were present,

D u rb an  an d  D istrict S o c ie ty
President : J. Wallace Bradley.
Secretary : A. Guttesen, 2S, Castle Arcade, Durban.
Meetings : Bristow's Buildings, Durban.
Annual Subscription Seniors, S s .; Juniors, 2s. Od.

A  GENERAL meeting of the above Society was held in 
their new rooms, Bristow's Buildings, Durban, Natal, 
on the i8th Ju ly last, a large attendance responding. 
Mr. A. L. Austin was elected chairman for the 
evening. The usual business was transacted, and 
several new members were proposed. The members 
proposed at the last meeting were duly elected. 
Considering the short time the Society has been 
formed, it has been fortunate in securing a member
ship of nearly forty members, all ardent philatelists, 
including some of the leading business men of the 
town, who obtain relaxation in their stamp collections 
when the day’s business is over.

The Secretary, Mr. A . Guttesen, read a number 
of letters received from ladies and gentlemen, all 
over the country, wishing to join the Society.

It was proposed to make a collection of African 
stamps to send to the London Philatelic Exhibition 
of 1906. This proposal was left over until the next 
meeting.

The rule books and the approval books were then 
sold to the members at 3d. and 2d. respectively.

The Secretary, Mr. A . Guttesen, proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mr. A. L. Austin for his kind gift of a 
bound volume of the Postage Stamps o f Africa. 
This book is the first step to the Society's library, 
and many promises have been received for future 
gifts.

An exhibition of some very scarce stamps took 
place, including a series of uncatalogued varieties 
the exhibit being interesting.

The chairman, in closing the meeting, expressed 
his pleasure at the increased membership, which 
augured well for the future welfare of the Society, 
and wished to impress upon those present and others, 
the next meeting would take place in their new 
rooms, Bristow’s Buildings, W est Street, on Tuesday 
next, August 1st, at 7.45 p.m ., and not at the 
Secretary's address, 25, Castle Arcade.

The following arc the officials for the ensuing 
ye ar: Patrons, His Excellency Sir Henry McCallum, , 
A.D.C., K.C.M.G., and Sir Benjamin Greenacre, | 
k . b. ; President, Mr. J .  W allace Bradley; Vice- i 
President, Mr. G. K. M cLaren; Secretary and 
Treasurer, Mr. A. Guttesen, 25, Castle Arcade, West , 
Street, Durban, N atal; Committee, Messrs. S. Owen 
Thornhill, A . Lyddon Austin, W . R. Woodroffe,
P. L. Jaques, and J .  Schultz.

THE STAMP MARKET
By A N  ODD LOT
Forthcoming Auctions
I s  a few days the various Stamp auctioneers will be 
busy plying the hammer for a start with the new 
season.

The first to start will be Glendining &  Co., who will 
open the ball on the 18th inst. with a three days’ sale. 
Plumridge &  Co. will follow on the 21st and 22n d ; 
Puttick & Simpson on the 26th and 27th ; and Ventom, 
Bull, &  Cooper on the 28th and 29th—all very nicely 
arranged so as not to clash.

Glendining’s Big Sale
T ills  three days’ sale will be an important one, for it 
will include the very fine collection formed b y Mr. 
Smith-Rvland, of Barford Hill, W arw ick. M r. Ryland 
is one of a family who did such a lot of good for 
Birmingham, by presenting two of the largest parks, 
namely. Cannon Hill Park and Calthorpe Park, and 
also gave a great deal of money to the hospitals; but 
as he has gone in for other hobbies he has decided 
to give  up his stamps, and has placed them with

Glendining &  Co. for realization, recognizing that 
during the last season they w ere successful in obtain
ing the highest prices. The firm has already >em 
out a very large number of these catalogues to its 
American clients, who are grow ing more and more 
numerous every year.

Amongst the rarities will be found the 3  lire Tuj- 
cany, in unused and used states: the rare error (A ngr., 
blue) of S a x o n y : Naples, At ., blue. Arm s, and ^T., 
Cross, both unused: 2 R s., 1852, of Spain, unused: 
rare S w iss: Cape, id. blue woodblock; 4d. blue 
woodblock, retouched variety, unused; 4d. wood
block, deep blue, unused: “ Post Paid”  Mauritius:
B .C .A ., j£ io and £,20, no wmk., mint: 4d., imperf., 
Ceylon : pair of id. on half 5s. Barbados: Gt. Britain, 
1 os., grey, wmk. Maltese Cross, mint, and id., black, 
V . R . : St. Vincent, 4d. on is. vermilion, 5s. rose: 
rare Turks Islands: Natal, 91L and is., first issue: 
and fine Australians.

It will be interesting to note what these raritie* 
fetch. The unused 3  lire, Tuscany, should cause a 
flutter and run well up into three figures.

OUR PHILATELIC DIARY
SE P T E M B E R , 1905

its, 79, &  ao. Auction : Glendining &  C o., 7 Argyll Street. London. 4.30 p.m.
9 t  &  9 9 .  A uction: Plumridge &  Co., 6 t  Chancery Lane, London.

95. Liverpool Philatelic Society : Discussion— How to increase (he membership,
opened by  A . M offatt; D isplay—British South Africa and Persia. 

96 &  97. Auction : Puttick &  Simpson, 47 Leicester Square.
a3 &  99. Auction : Ventom, Bull, &  Cooper, Temple Hotel, Arundel Street, Strand, London.

E d ito ria l Address—E dw ard J .  N a n k iv b i  L, Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Primed by W . B rkndon &  S on, L td ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
2 September, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD
By EDW ARD J. N AN K IVE LL
Argentine Republic (continued)
LJA V IN G  dealt with all the earlier 
*• •* issues, we now come to the series of 
1889-90. Hitherto the stamps have all 
been of somewhat large dimensions. The 
new series of 1889-90 introduced a much 
smaller size of stamp, neat and uniform.

1889-90. Twelve values, each value 
provided with a distinctive design and a 
separate portrait of some public man of 
Argentina. Rivadavia of course figures 
on one value. A new low value of J  
centavo was included, presumably for 
circulars, but it has not been continued 
in subsequent series.

Oilman. Ritadavia.

Sarmicnto. Aveltaneda.

Alberdi. Dorrigo.

Potadas.

Sa  iv mk.

4 c., green
£ cM ultramarine
1 c., brown 
a cM violet
2 c., purple
3  c., blue-green .
5  c ., rose-red
6 c., slate-blue .

10 c., dark brown 
12 c., deep blue .
40 cM olive-grey .
50 c., orange
60 c., blue-black .

Per/. Unused. Used.
s. if. s. J .

. . 0 1 0 1

. . O t 0 1

. . 0 t 0 1

. . 0 1 0 1

. . 0 2 0 2
. 0 2 0 2

. . O 4 0 1

. . O 4 0 3

. . 0 4 0 1

. . O 6 0 2

. . 2 0 0 2

. . 1 6 0 2
• 3 0 0 3

1890. Provisional. Despite the fact 
that the J  centavo value has been dis-
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continued, the demand for it when first 
issued was apparently considerable, for a 
provisional became necessary in a very 
few months after the first stamp of that 
value was put on sale. This provisional 
was provided by surcharging the current 
12 c., blue, with the fraction “  { ”  as illus
trated. Some of the sheets were done in 
red and some in blue.

La Madrid. W. Brown.

New values. Unused. Used.
No ivwk. Per/. s. d. s. d.

8 c.» rose-carmine . O 4 O 3
1 p., deep blue . 12 6 3 6
5 p., ultramarine . . 50 0 *5 0

20 p., green ♦ £ 5 50 °

Provisional. Unused. Used.
s . d .  s. d .

|  in black on 12 c., deep blue . 0 1  0 2
|  in red on 12 c. „  . . 0 1  0 1

1890-2. The engraving of the i c. and 
5 c. does not seem to have been quite 
satisfactory, for both stamps were re
drawn and re-engraved. In the i c. the 
alteration is most marked in the clearer 
numerals in the top corners, and in the 
5 c. the principal alteration is in the upper 
portion of the design.

Types redrawn. Unused. Used.
A o icmk. Per/. s. d. s. d.

1 c., brown . . . 0 1  0 1
5 c., dull scarlet . . . 0 2  0 1

1891. Four new values. An 8 c. and 
some peso values to complete the series. 
The peso stamps were of a larger size, in 
long rectangular shape, to distinguish 
them as high values.

1892-5. Another series of portraits in 
severely plain designs. Three portraits 
serve for the entire series of thirteen 
values. Rivadavia appears on the low 
values, A c ., 1 c., 2 c . ,  3 c . ,  and 5c.; 
Belgrano on the middle values, 10 c., 
12 c., 16 c., 24 c., and 50 c .; and San 
Martin, in military costume, on the peso 
values. The paper on which the stamps 
were printed was watermarked with a 
Sun with rays.

Rhadavia.

IVmk. Sun. Per/ Unused. 
s. d.

Used, 
x. d.

A c., blue 0 1 0 I
£ CM slate-blue . . 0 1 0 2
I Cm brown 0 1 O 1
2 Cm green . 0 2 0 1
3  c., orange 0 4 O 1
5 Cm rose-red . 0 3 0 1

Btlgrano.

10 Cm dull red 0 4 0 i
12 c., deep blue . 0 6 0 1
16 c., slate t 0 0 1
24 c.» sepia 0 9 0 2
50 c .t deep green . 4 0 0 3Rivadavia. San  Martin.
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San Martin.

1 p., dull red
1 p., lake
2 p., deep green. 
5 p., deep indigo

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.
30 O 1 6
10 O 0 6
12 6 0 9
25 0 2  0

1892. A Columbus Centenary Celebra-

Ition stamp, in two low values, was issued 
in October, 1892. As will be seen from 
the illustration, it bears the dates 12 
OCTIBRE 1492 and 12 OCTUBRE 1892.

Columbian issue. Unused. Used.
Wntk. Sun. PerJ. s. d. s. d.

i  c., pale blue . 0 6 0 6
3 c., deep blue 0 6 0 6

Wmk. Sun. Per/. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

£ c., brown 0 I O I
t cM bluish green 0 I 0 I
2 c., dark indigo 0 I O I
5 c., carmine . 0 2 O I

10 c., deep green . 0 4 O I
12 c., slate-blue . 0 6 O 4
16 c .t orange • 5 0
20 c., lake . 0 6 O 1
24 c., violet 0 7 O 2
30 c .t carmine . 2 6 0 6
50 c .t bright blue . 1 3 O 2

Central design in black*
1 pM deep blue . . 2 6 0 3
5  p., brown-orange . 1 1  0 4 0

10 pM deep green . 22 0 10 0
20 p., carmine • 33 0 25 0

1891. Some new values and changes 
of colour of same type as last issue.

Same wmk. and ferf. Unused Used.
s. d. s. d.

3  c.» orange ♦ . 0 1 O I
4 cM yellow . 0 2 O 2
6 c .( black . 0 2 O 2

12  c ., olive-green . . 0 4 O 4
15  c ., slate-blue . ♦ 0 5 O 2

1889-90. A new series, in which por- 
- traits of Argentine celebrities give place 
* to a female figure, presumably represent-

iing the Goddess of Liberty, seated with 
a shield, on which is figured the cele
brated cap of liberty. The same design

I serves for all values, the pesos being 
of larger size and long rectangular in 
shape.

( Tt it

V; 1902. Another Commemoration stamp.

Per/. Unused. Used.
s. d. 1. d.

5 cM deep blue . . . 0 4  0 4

tinned.)

P L E A S E  N O TE
The Prices quoted in the foregoing article ore taken from our publishers’ latest Catalogue, and are, 
therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd*, will have pleasure in  supplying any of the 
stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.
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FIRST STEPS IN PHILATELY
By Rev. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.

(C ontinu ed from  page  1 5 1 . )

Values expressed in W ords

Our second group consists of a selection 
of Teutonic languages. Of these, the 
Dutch is especially useful, as many issues 
of Transvaal and the Orange Free State 
had the values inscribed in this language.

Dutch German Denm ark Sweden
A een  half e in  h a lb cr een  h alv h a lf
I een e in een en
2 tw ee z w e i to tv a
3 d r ie d re i tre tre
4 v ie r v ie r fire fy r a
5 v i j f fu n f fern fern
6 zes sech s s e x s e x
7 z ev en sieb en s y v sju
8 ach t a ch t otto atta
9 n eg en neun ni n ie

to tien zehn ti tie
20 tw in tig z w a n z ig ty v e t ju g o

The Dutch numerals are in use in the 
Dutch Indies, Curasao and Surinam, and 
formerly in the late Republic of the 
Orange Free State and the Transvaal.

The German use exists in all the 
provinces which go to make up the Ger
man Empire, and the German provinces 
of Austria.

The Danish is also in use in Norway, 
Iceland, and the Danish Antilles.

Finland is the only country which 
shared the Swedish use.

This concludes our brief survey of the 
numerals in use in some of the principal 
European countries. The writer’s object 
has been to supply tables of reference, so 
that, in the few doubtful cases, the be
ginner may have something more than 
the colour of the stamp to guide him to a 
knowledge of its face value.

W e come now to our fourth heading, 
viz. “  Moneys in use in the principal 
countries.”  As I look back over previous 
articles I find that many calculations have 
already been made, and their results

given, in order that the reader might 
form an approximate idea of the face 
value of foreign stamps in terms of our 
own coinage. Therefore, lest the reader 
should conclude that arithmetical ex
amples on monetary values are better 
suited to the class-room than to the 
breezy pages of G. S. IV. , I have re
frained from adding to the many mone
tary references which have already been 
made from time to time.

Doubtless, if any ardent mathematician 
desires further knowledge in the com
parison of face values, our genial Editor 
will be only too pleased to enlighten him 
in the “ Answers to Correspondents” 
column.

It is now time for us to indulge in a 
little retrospect. “ First Steps”  began 
on the 1st of April. The face of a stamp 
and the inscription thereon ought now to 
be something more than a picture in the 
eyes of the beginner who has read these 
articles. In fact, if one may draw the 
obvious analogy, he has taken his “  first 
steps ”  and is now well enough equipped 
to follow the writer into a wider field. 
Many are the questions that await us. 
There is the album question, which is 
very important. Arrangement of stamps, 
nature and detection of watermarks, 
measurement of surcharges, stamps to 
look for, stamps to avoid and why—these 
and many other points occur to my mind. 
Each may well occupy the space of one 
or more future articles. They will not, 
however, appear under the heading of 
“  First Steps,”  for they rightly belong to 
a higher platform on the philatelic stage. 
In concluding this series I should like to 
add that if any beginner has picked up a 
few crumbs of knowledge on his hobby, 
the labour involved on the part of the 
writer has been amply repaid.

T H E  C E N T U R Y  A L B U M .
Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and illustrated with several thousand full-sized reproductions of the 

sumps. In one volume, 622 pages. Size of each page, 10 x 1 3  inches. Printed on one side of the paper only, 
catalogue and illustrations on the left, and spaces to correspond on the right-hand pages. All minor varieties 
of perforation, watermark, and type are omitted, and only such varieties arc included as can be distinguished 
by the young philatelist. Space has been provided for some 18,000 stamps, and provision made for new issues 
by the insertion of numerous blank pages. Post-free, 13s. 4d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London, W .C.
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PORTRAITS ON STAMPS
By BO SW ELL JU N IO R
C olom bia (continued)

Narino, Antonio, was born at Bogota in 
1765, and died at Villa 
d’ Leiva in December, 
1823. He is described 
as a New Grenadian 
patriot, and as a noted 
orator and writer. He 
held important offices 
under the Viceroys dur
ing Spanish rule, but 

he seems to have got into trouble for 
publishing a Spanish translation of the 
Droits les hommcs, for which he was 
thrown into prison, where he remained 
till the revolution of 1810, when he re
gained his freedom, and forthwith joined 
the revolutionists. He was subsequently 
elected President of Cundinamaraca, and 
assumed the leadership of the Centralist 
Republicans in the civil wars of 1 8 1 1 -
13. In 18 13  he gained several victories 
over the Spaniards in the south, but was 
finally defeated at Pasto, captured and 
sent to Spain, where he remained a 
prisoner for four years. In 1822 he was 
back and in office as Vice-President and 
Senator.

Oeneral Narino.

Pinzon, Carl Prospero. There is an em- 
barras de richcsses of Pin- 
zons. Columbus had 
two captains who were 
brothers, and each com
manded a vessel of his 
fleet. Vincent Yanez Pin
zon on one of the voyages 
struck the coast of Brazil, 

Ge»«r»/ probably near the Cape
St. Augustine, thence followed it north

ward and north-westward, discovering 
the mouth of the Amazon. Then there 
was a later Pinzon, a rear-admiral, who 
commanded a Spanish naval squadron 
sent to Peru in 1864. But our Gibbons 
styles our philatelic Pinzon a general, and 
as all these Pinzons I have hunted up 
were of the naval rather than the mili
tary persuasion, I trust some reader of 
G. .S'. IV. will be able to help us to some 
reliable particulars concerning our general. 
Carl Prospero is not to be found in any 
of the many works I have searched.

His portrait, such as it is, appears on 
the 1 peso of 1903-4.

Marroquin, Senor J. M., a Colombian 
statesman, was elected Vice- 
President in 1898. An in
surrection broke out shortly 
after his election, and Presi
dent Sanclemente, then 
eighty years of age, unable 
to stand the strain, tempor
arily abandoned his duties 

Harroquw. t0 Marroquin. “  In 1900,” 
writes Mr. C. E. Akers, “ Vice-President 
Marroquin determined to be President in 
name as well as in act. With the assist
ance of a group of his political friends 
in Bogota, a plan was formed to depose 
President Sanclemente and proclaim Senor 
Marroquin as President, and this plot 
was executed without resistance. Marro
quin was duly recognised as President for 
the unfinished portion of the term for 
which Sanclemente was chosen, which 
expired in August, 1904. Sanclemente 
died eighteen months after his deposi
tion.”

TH E  K IN G ’S  OWN P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .
This Album has been specially designed for those collectors who either commence a collection with the 

Postage Stamps of K ing Edward V II . , or who collect these stamps as a  supplement to a General Collection. 
The King's Own Album contains 100 pages of heavy white plate paper outlined with a neat border of neutral 
grey, with quadrille background inside the grey border, and name space at the top of each page. Exact size 
of leaves from the outer edge, 7^x9^ ; available for mounting stamps, 6 £ x 8 l. The title-page Is printed in the 
Royal Colours, with the K ing 's Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with 
the Official Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold on cover. Post-free, 8 s .; abroad, 8s, 9d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London, W .C.
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INGLE-NOOK YARNS
A C L E V E R  D O D GE

By TANCRED
I T  is usually believed that H.E. The 
1  Viceroy is all-powerful in India, but 
from my experience the plague inspectors 
at frontier railway stations wield more 
autocratic power. The words and works 
of a governor-general are frequently criti
cized by those who have nothing better 

■ to do, but woe betide the unfortunate 
European who tries to score off a plague 
inspector. Personally, I would rather try 
conclusions with a London cabby, and 
every one knows what that means.

These inspectors are usually Eurasian 
Jacks-in-office, full of their own import
ance and determined to make matters as 
unpleasant as possible. They have almost 
unlimited powers, and can take passen
gers out of a train and segregate them 
if their temperatures are a fraction too 
high, and they are at liberty to ask all 
sorts of idiotic and irrelevant questions— 
such as one’s age, father’s name, religion, 
etc., none of which can have any bearing 
on one’s present physical fitness.

I was told to be very careful not to 
offend any of these wretches, and the 
following sad story shows how I was 
victimized.

The usual stations for inspection are at 
the towns where the railw'ay crosses the 
frontier between a native State and British

India, and it was at one of these that my 
misfortune occurred.

W hen, o'er the Krishna River looming, 
Towered the mountains of Mysore,

A  squalid “  snuff-and-butter "  nigger 
Thundered on the carriage door.

“  M ay I ask your destination ? "
Queries Mister "  Whity-brown " ;

"A n d  have you been inoculated 
In the Presidency town?

"W h a t 's  your age, and whose your father?"
Then your pulse he'll wildly clutch ;

Tries your temp'rature and temper 
(And the latter very  much).

Then, his eye ope'd wide in wonder,
On the seat a box he sees ;

"  Ah ! I'd like to see what's in it,
Kindly give me up your keys."

In this box was m y collection 
( "O r ie ls "  packed in lamb's-wool cases). 

Errors from each land and nation,
Queensland and New South Wares.

Then this "snuff-and-butter" wallah 
Said (to my entire surprise),

"W it h  permanganate of potash 
Paper I must sterilize."

Then he took m y box of treasures 
T o  the segregation shed ;

W hen I murmured, he responded—
"  Lucky you  aren’t there instead."

Then the whistle shrilly sounded,
Back to carriages we went,

I without m y loved collection.
And on murdering intent.

Then a horrid thought came o'er me.
Pulsed within m y aching head,

That was not a plague inspector,
But a Railw ay T h ief instead.

GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W R IN K L E
Forty Rarest Stamp Errors 
W e have had list after list of the rarest 
stamps, but probably no two collectors of 
wide experience would agree all through 
such a list. It is very much like the 
hundred best books. No two authorities 
have yet agreed as to what such a list 
should include and exclude.

But the question has now been narrowed 
down to the rarest stamp errors. Here is 
the first list, confined to the “ forty rarest 
errors,”  and published in the Illustriertes 
Brieftnarken Jo u r n a l :—

1. Spain, 1851, 2 reales, blue, instead of red.
2. Austria, 1867, 3  kr., red, instead of green.
3. Baden, first issue, 9 kr., green, instead of rose.

4. W est Australia, 1854, 4d., blue, inverted centre.
5. South Australia, 1870, 4d., blue, without sur

charge " 3  pence."
6. Saxony, 1851, £ ngr., blue, instead of grey.
7. U .S .A ., 1869, 30 c., inverted centre.
8. Cape o f Good Hope, 1861, id ., blue, so-called 

woodblock.
9. Spain, 1876, 25 m., blue and rose, inverted frame.

10. U .S .A ., 1869, 24 c ., inverted centre.
11 . U .S .A ., 1869, 15 c., inverted centre.
12. U .S .A ., 1901, 4 c ., inverted centre.
13. Cape of Good Hope, 1861, 4d., red, so-called 

woodblock.
14. Finland, 1891, 3  r. 50 k., yellow and black, in- 

stead of g rey  and black.
15. Great Britain, 1869, tod., red-brown, water

mark Emblems, instead of Spray o f Rose.
16. U .S .A ., 1901, 2 c., inverted centre.
17. India, 1854, 4 a., inverted frame.
18. East Roumelia, 1881, 10 p., black and rose.
19. W est Australia, (869, is., olive-brown, instead 

o f green.
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20. Finland, t866, 5  kop., black on yellow, instead 

0 brown-lilac on grey.
21. New South W ales, 1856,3d., green, watermark 2.
22. Colombia, 1863, 50 c., red.
23. Gibraltar, 1889 (10 0 .), carmine, value omitted.
24. Mauritius, 1848, 2d., blue, “ Penoe,”  instead of 

“ Pence.”
25. W est Australia, 1865,2d ., lilac, instead of yellow.
26. Colombia, 1863, 2 c ., green.
27. Sweden, 1872, “ Tretio Oere,”  red, instead of 

“ Tjugo Oere.”
28. Philippine Islands, 1854, 1 r. f., blue, “ Corros,”  

instead of “ Correos.”
29. Switzerland, 1862, 10 c ., blue, figures o f value 

impressed twice.
30. Spain, 1855, 2 r., green-blue, instead of brown- 

riolet
31. Peru, 1858, medio peso, red, instead of yellow.
32. Porto Rico, 1882, 20 c.p ., olive-brown, instead 

of lilac-grey.
33. Switzerland, 1867, 25, green, figures of value 

impressed twice.
34. Finland, 1866, 10 kop., brown-lilac on grey, in

stead of black on yellow.
35. Bulgaria, 1884, 5 st., rose, instead of green.
36. Guatemala, 1882, 5  c ., red and green, inverted 

centre.
37. New South W ales, 1851, laurel wreath, 3d., 

“ Waces,”  instead of “  W ales.”
38. Spain, 1865, 12  c., blue and rose, inverted centre.
39. France, 1872, 15 c., brown on rose, instead of 

yellow.
40. Porto Rico, 1877, 5  c.p ., carmine, instead of

brown.

Mr. Castle’s Criticism
Mr. M. P. Castle, one of the shrewdest 

judges of rarities of all classes, whilst 
admitting that this list is drawn up with 
evident care, takes exception to the in
clusion of varieties of watermark. Then, 
again, he contends that the question of 
what are errors is open to debate, and 
instances the “ Post Office”  Mauritius, 
which is not to be found in this list; but, 
as Mr. Castle points out, it was no doubt 
an “ error,”  for the engraver forgot or 
neglected to use the word “  Paid,”  and 
used instead the word “  Office,”  making 
the lettering read “ Post Office,” instead 
of “ Post Paid.”
Mr. Castle’s “ Fourteen Rarest Errors”

Then we get from Mr. Castle the most 
interesting list of all, to wit, his own, 
but narrowed down to fourteen. Here 
is the lis t :—

The Fourteen Rarest Errors
1. Spain, 1851, 2 r., blue.
2. Austria, 18G7, 3  k., red.
3. Spain, 1876, 25 m., inverted centre.
4. Baden, first issue, 9 k., preen.
5. S. Australia, 1870, 4d., blue.
0. W . Australia, 4d., centre inverted.
7. India, 1854, 4 a., inverted frame.
8. Finland, 1866, 5 k., black onyellaw .
9. U .S . A., 1869, 3°  < •* inverted centre.

to. Saxony, 1851, £ ngr., blue.
ti. Finland, 1891, 3  k., yellow and black.
12. U .S . A ., 1901, 2 c.» centre inverted.
13. Cape of Good Hope, id ., blue.
14. Cape of Good Hope, 4d., red.

A Simplified Catalogue Wanted
T h e r e  is quite an outcry against the 
complexities of the modern stamp cata
logue. Mr. Castle, commenting on the 
terrifying growth of colour names in our 
“  Gibbons,”  says :—

It once more demonstrates, as we have so ofteo 
urged in these columns, the utter unsuitability of the 
modern catalogue to the requirements of any one but 
the advanced collector and specialist. . . . What, 
however, is food for the advanced student is poison 
for the general collector, and it is one more un
answerable argument—were that needed—in favour 
of some more simple method of inviting the un
suspecting fly into our philatelic web.

The Editor of the P hilatelic  Jo u rn a l o f  
Great B rita in  also has something per
tinent to say about the m atter:—

T he thing of which there is most need at the 
present day is a properly simplified catalogue. Our 
“  Gibbons,”  while an admirable and marvellous pub
lication, is worse than useless to the beginner, and 
the chances are that after trying to identity “  toned,”  
“ thick,”  “ wove,”  and “ laid” papers, single and 
compound peris., to say nothing of shades and water
marks, he throws up the hobby in disgust as being 
“ too much fag.”

The P . J .  o f G. B .  would cut the 
number of varieties down to the lowest 
possible limit, so much as to list only 
those that can be readily identified. 
“  W atermarks, perforations, and paper 
variations would, of course, be excluded, 
but as even the mortal most ignorant of 
Philately might be expected to be able to 
distinguish the difference between an im
perforate and a perforated stamp, there 
is no reason why they should not be 
included.”  And then it naively adds, 
“  Here is a chance for an enterprising 
stamp dealer to benefit Philately in 
general.”  Ah! The publishers of the 
P . J .  o f G . B . would like to see the work 
done----- by others.

But it is Coming
It is not all beer and skittles doing cata

logues. I have unwisely entered the 
sanctum in which the late Gordon Smith 
and the Managing Director have been 
worrying over the “  next ”  Catalogue, and 
the indecent haste with which I have been 
bundled out of that room on to the floor 
below has almost made me vow I would 
buy no more “ .Post Office”  Mauritius 
sheets from that firm.

Still, 1 believe I am betraying no secret 
when 1 say that Gibbons will before long 
give birth to a Simplified Catalogue for 
the Young Collector.
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NEW  ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers if they will help him with the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKIVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Abyssinia.— W e  quote the following from E ven 's
Weekly : —

“ W e  find some interesting information relating to 
the stamps of this country in the Illustriertes Brief- 
niarken Jo u rn al (8.05 '329).

“ The Ethiopian post was established on 22.8.99, 
although the stamps had been on sale, both unused 
and 'postmarked,' for several years previously. In 
May, 1899, the unsurcharged set was withdrawn and 
a new set with overprint ‘ Ethiopie * substituted. This 
in its turn was superseded in April, 1902, by a set 
overprinted ‘ Bosta,’ in Amharic characters, and the 
latter in A p ril? 1903, by another new set, this time 
overprinted 'Malekat,* also in Amharic characters. 
In November, 1904, a second printing of a thousand 
sets of the latter was made, the overprint being 
slightly smaller.

“ On 1.1.05 the stamps were overprinted with Euro
pean currency. In the first printing the surcharge 
was made in various colours, blue, red, violet, grey, 
black; in the second printing, now in use, the over
print is uniformly in violet. An exception is made 
with the blue 1 galrsh, which is overprinted in aniline 
red. Through carelessness many stamps had the 
overprint inverted.

“ At the end of January, and during February and 
March, the 5 c. stamps were exhausted, they were 
accordingly replaced b y the J  gairsh overprinted 
'Eth iop ie' and afterwards by 'Bosta,* plus '0 5 /  In 
some of the 'Bosta* series the value *05* has a bar 
under it. W hen these were used up the it gairsh 
red was surcharged ' 5  c/m* on each half and cut 
diagonally for use. W hen on 30.3.05 the ordinary 
I gairsh with overprint '0 5*  in violet was again ex
hausted, the Post Office made 500 each of the 16 
gairsh, overprinted 'Ethiopie* and 'Bosta,* into |  
gairsh stamps by surcharging *05."*

From this list we gather the following unchronicled 
varieties:—

A dhttivts. O verprinted •with value in  French currency.
“ 05 ” in  (?) on 1 gairsh, already overprinted *' Bosta."
“  05 ** i n - ^  (?) on f „  ,, ,, “ Malekat.”
“ 0 5 ” in  ( ')o n t6  „  „  „  “ Ethiopie.**
“ 0 5 ” in —— (? )o n t6 ' „  „  , ,  “ Bosta."
“  0$'” in violet on i  gairsh, green.
“ 8 0 " ,, 0 0 4  „  brown-lilac.

B e lg iu m .—W e illustrate the 50 c. chronicled in 
our last number.

m m i i m w
giscsiaimcfam

H o llan d .— Our publishers send us a new high 
value, a 10 gulden, of the same type as the other 
gulden values. The colour is a delicate pale orange- 
brown.

Hitherto the highest value has been a 5 gulden. 
W e  append the full list of high values to date.

Per/.
1 gulden, blue-green.
24 ,, dull lilac.
S „  lake.

10  „  orange-brown.

St. Vincent.— Messrs. Whitfield K ing and Ca 
announce the receipt of the 6d. value on the multiple 
paper. This makes four values in all on the new 
paper up to date.

Wmk. Multiple C A. Per/. 
id ., purple and green, 
id . „  carmine.
6d. „  brown,
is ., green and carmine.

S w itz e rla n d .— W e  have received the currcot 30 c. 
with a new watermark which, we understand, is “ all 
over the sheet.”  The single stamp does not enable 
us to say what this new watermark is like. Next 
week we shall be able to describe it more definitely.

A S P L E N D ID  S T A R T . T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T .
Packet No. 67, 1,000 varieties. This packet contains 1,000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered bv S. G ., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, embracing as it does scores o f scarce 
varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
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MISCELLANEOUS
Australia's Grand Old Stamp
“ IT may not be generally known,” remarks the 
Australian Philatelist, “ that the 1st of December, 
1905, will see the jubilee of that grand old stamp, the 
5d., diadem, New South W ales, this stamp having been 
issued on the 1st December, 1855. The other stamp 
of the 18^4-6 diadem series that has survived the many 
changes in design since those dates is the 3d., whose 
jubilee will be in October, 1906.”  Our contemporary 
is not prepared at present with any suggestion how to 
celebrate the jubilee, except to hint that the Sydney 
Philatelic Club, as the leading philatelic institution in 
New South W ales, should take the form of celebration 
m its own hand. “ In the interests of collectors” (adds 
the Australian Philatelist) “ we are against the issue 
of a special stamp for the occasion.”

If a suggestion may be proffered from the old 
country, we propose that the postal authorities cele
brate the fiftieth birthday o f this venerable fivepenny 
stamp by changing its colour on that date from the 
present rich green to some equally distinctive tint, 
while in all other respects preserving the present form 
of the stamp. This would create a new variety, it is 
true, but we feel quite sure it would be one that all 
philatelists would welcome, as marking a jubilee unique 
in the postal annals of the world. Our friends of the 
Sydney Philatelic Club may possibly deem the idea 
good enough to place before the postal administration.

Stamp Collector's Fortnightly.

Adhesive Stamps in 1670!
You will be specially interested in a discovery 
affecting French stamps. It has been supposed that 
the adhesive postage stamp was an invention of the 
reign of Victoria. But it seems that the earliest 
specimen goes back to 1670.

An English philatelist has recently come across an 
official decree in the Paris postal archives which 
sanctions the use of an adhesive label for the pre
payment of the carriage of tetters. No trace of the 
label in question has been found, but a search will 
now be made for one am ong the documents and papers 
in the Biblioth&que Nationale in Paris.

Weekly Welcome.
Costume made of Postage Stamps 
Oy e r  30,000 postage stamps were used in the making 
of a dress for an American lady, which she wore at a 
ball in Bermuda a short time ago. Years had been 
spent in collecting the stamps, and three weeks in 
making the dress, which was of the finest muslin. 
The lady appealed to her friends to help her, and the 
dress was completely covered with stamps of all 
nations. In the centre o f the breast was an eagle 
made entirely with brov/n Columbian stamps. Sus
pended from the talons was a  globe made o f very old 
blue revenue stamps. On either side of the globe 
was an American flag, the stripes of blue and red 
stamps. A  collection o f foreign stamps was pasted 
on the back of the bodice in the form of a shield, the

centre of which was made up of a portrait of the 
brave Sir George Summers, cut from old revenue 
stamps. A  large picture-hat covered with red and 
blue stamps was worn with the costume ; a mask and 
v e ry pretty fan were covered entirely with pink.

Tit-Bits.
Fined for “ Unlawfully Appropriating"
T he young man Barrett, who was recently fined 40s. 
and costs at the Marylebone Police Court, has since 
been before the magistrates of Camborne, Cornwall, 
on a charge of unlawfully appropriating to his own 
use some 250 stamps which were sent to him by  
Mr. W . Caddy, of Clinton Road, Redruth, on 
approval, between 3th and 17th June last, valued at 
about £ 4  13s.

The prisoner having pleaded guilty, Mr. C . V . 
Thomas, who appeared on his behalf, urged their 
worships to deal as leniently as possible with the 
prisoner. He considered the defendant’s act a stupid 
one. A  large portion of the stamps had been identi
fied by' Mr. Caddy in defendant’s album, and the 
remainder would be replaced. About three weeks 
ago Barrett had been charged with the same thing in 
London, and was fined 40s. and costs. Prisoner held 
a responsible position in which money passed through 
his hands, and his employer took him back after that 
charge, and if their worships would impose a fair fine 
his employer would again take him back.

The magistrates decided to fine the accused 50s. 
and costs, or, in default, two months’ imprisonment. 
Mr. C. V . Thomas declared that the prisoner could 
not pay and must go  to prison, but in the end he was 
allowed to go  free on his solicitor paying one-third of 
the fine down, the understanding being that Barrett 
should be allowed two months to pay the remainder 
of the amount. Stamp Collector s Fortnightly.

The Lowest Face Value Stamp
It  is not generally known that the Filipinos lay claim 
to having used the postage stamp of the smallest 
intrinsic value ever issued b y any country. The  
stamp of the denomination of one milesima is worth in 
our currency only one-fortieth of a penny; in fact, 
there are live intermediate denominations before the 
value of two centavos, the equivalent o f our half
penny, is reached. But this stamp, infinitesimal in 
value as it is, does not hold the record. In 1878, for 
a special purpose, a stamp of the value of *0625 
milesima was issued, worth less than one-sixtieth of a 
penny. In an unused condition it is now a very rare 
stamp, and collectors will pay j£t  each for new copies, 
or it is worth 15s. after having been used.

Leeds Saturday Jo urn al.
Forged Stamp Factory
A  c i r c u l a r  o f an audacious kind has been circulating 
amongst English stamp collectors during the past 
week or two.

It comes from Geneva, and offers facsimiles of 
postage stamps of ail nations. These are described 
as perfect in every way, and the advertiser describes 
them as “ superb imitations.”

The execution of the figures, the inscriptions and 
the surcharges, the colours, the paper, the “ indent
ings,” and obliterations are mathematically exact and 
faithful.

Great Britain is not exempt from the catalogue, 
and figures prominently in the department allotted to 
“  facsimiles of surcharges on stamps.”  “  Government 
parcels,”  “ Inland Revenue officials,”  “ Official works,”  
“  Admiralty,”  and “  Board of Education ”  are all to be 
secured. The Star.
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

T H E  T R A IN  S P E D  A LO N G  W ITH  IN C R E A S IN G  V E L O C IT Y

C H A P T E R  X IX

Wherein Betty proi'es to William that a ll roads lead to 
Rome, even that by way o f  N ew York.

SO F T L Y  couched, and rocked b y  the vibration of 
the train, William and the commander did not 
wake till late the next morning. T h ey were in 

the station of Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne, and the clocks 
pointed almost to the hour of nine. John, who, in 
his position of confidential valet, companion, or we 
might almost say, friend, had been allowed to profit 
b y the third bed in the half-saloon engaged by  
W illiam, continued to snore conscientiously, with his 
nose buried in the pillows. But at a  shake from his 
master he sat up, stupidly wondering if the world 
had come to an end.

“ Come, come, you Ia2y fellow !*’ said William. 
“  A re  you not ashamed of yourself? It is nine o'clock! 
Hot water, quick! Arrange my brushes in the dress
ing-room, let down the shutter, and clean our boots.”  

John got up quickly to obey his masters orders and 
opened one of the windows, letting a ray of light 
penetrate into the carriage together with an exquisite 
breath of morning air.

“ Ah ! ”  said the commander, d raw in ga lo n g breath, 
“  it is most lovely weather.”

T he train was now passing through wild valleys, 
outlined with high mountains, and b y  the noise the 
engine made, puffing out its g re y  smoke with great 
effort, it was easy to perceive that they were con
tinually mounting higher and higher, and that it 
needed all its strength to drag the heavy train of 
carriages up to Mount Cenis.

“ No news of our neighbours?”  asked Spartivento. 
“ Faith! no,”  said William, “ and, to judge from 

their precautions, they seem anxious to keep in 
hiding.”

“  Oh, well, it’s all the same to me. I am not curious, 
but I should like to just see their faces.”

“  You will soon have that satisfaction,”  said William. 
“ T h e y are evidently in the same case as we, and 
must get out at Moidena, because o f the douane in 
the first place, and, in the second, to pay for their 
half o f the saloon on the Italian frontier.”

“ Apropos of w hich,”  said the commander, ap
parently searching for his pocket-book, “ I must pay 
you my share. Have you change for a  thousand- 
franc note ?  ”

“  Oh, leave it, leave it, m y dear fellow ; we can 
settle all that at Naples.”

“ As you please.”  And Spartivento made no further 
effort, but went on dressing, talking of one thing and 
another until the train stopped in a large station and 
they heard a voice shouting, “  M odena! All luggage 
to be examined.”  Upon which they both jumped 
out with the satisfaction of people who are at length 
able to stretch their legs after a long period of in
action. But, instead o f going straight over to the 
douane, they took up a position opposite the next 
compartment, with the evident intention of seeing 
something of their invisible neighbours.

Suddenly a cry o f stupefaction escaped William’s 
lips, while the commander, turning livid, precipi
tately retreated into the compartment he had just left.

“ Good morning, M r. Keniss,”  cried a little mock
ing voice. “  You did not expect me, I see.”

And Betty, fresh, bright, and smiling, jumped out 
on to the platform, followed by Victoria. John, who 
was descending too, and whom the commander had 
just knocked down in his haste to regain his place, 
nearly fell over again with surprise at the sight of 
Victoria, whose engaging smile could scarcely con
vince him that it was not a supernatural apparition.

“ Y o u ! y o u !” cried William, who also thought 
himself the victim o f a hallucination.

T he astonishment of the two men was so complete, 
and their expression so naively discomfited, that Betty 
and Victoria could contain themselves no longer, but 
burst into a roar o f laughter.

“ T o  the douane, ladies and gentlemen, if you 
please,”  said a big Italian official, bearing down upoo 
them.

He had to repeat his invitation before William 
could move a step. He remained petrified, and 
though an American, and consequently little accus
tomed to be surprised at anything, he tried in vain 
to gather together his thoughts and account for the 
presence of his charming rival.

“ After all,”  he said, as they gained the douane,
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4* you will have to tell me by what unheard-of chance

“  You shall have all explanations in good time,”  
said Betty, laughing. “ But had you not someone 
with you ? **

“ W hy, o f course,”  said William, looking all about.
“  Commander Luigi has disappeared! "

“  Luigi, did you s a y ? ”
“ Yes, Commander Luigi Spartivento.”
Betty gave vent to an indifferent “ O h !”  and in

quired no further. But William, being puzzled, re
turned to the carriage, and, standing on the footboard, 
perceived the commander busily occupied in rum
maging over all the portmanteaus.

“ What in the world are you doing th ere?” asked 
William Keniss. “ Are you not co m in g?”

“ No— no—excuse me,”  returned the noble Italian, 
visibly taken aback, “ I stayed to take care of our 
smaller luggage and open it for the officer who comes 
through the carriages.”

“ As you like. 1 will go and superintend the open
ing of our boxes.”

“  Good ; and then we meet again.”
While they exchanged these few words Betty had 

hastily whispered in her maid’s ear—
“  Remain near the compartment and notice par

ticularly what this companion of Mr. Keniss is about.” 
So Victoria planted herself before the door and 

stayed there, which appeared to so embarrass the 
commander that he retired into the lavatory.

But the boxes had now been ail examined, and 
William and Betty, having paid for the remainder of 
their journey, returned to their respective carriages. 
Then, the signal being given, the train began to 
wind up the ascent which led, by a number of zigzag 
turns, to the Mount Cenis tunnel—so called from the 
neighbourhood of the peak and the name of the old 
route.

“ Can you imagine such a m eeting?” said William, 
entering, to find the commander washing his hands. 
But as he appeared more upset than desirous of 
listening to confidences, William ended by being 
quite anxious about him.

“ Are you in pain ? ”  he asked.
“ Yes, just a little, thanks.”
“ W hat is it, my dear fellow ?”
“ Nothing— it will g o  away—only a little sickness 

— I will lie down for a bit.”
And, rolling himself in his rug, Spartivento threw 

himself on the bed, smothering his head with a silk 
handkerchief, though the day was getting very warm.

William, full of solicitude, covered up his feet and 
lavished a hundred delicate attentions upon him, ask
ing every few minutes—

“  Do you feel better n o w ?”
“ Yes, y e s ; leave me alone. I shall be all right 

soon,”  was the commander’s invariable reply.
W ith prolonged whistling and formidable rumbling 

the train now entered the tunnel. As the entrance 
on the French side is at an altitude of 3800 feet, while 
on the Italian side it emerges at a height of 4160 feet, 
and there is consequently an ascent of 360 feet to be 
made, that is, about one in a hundred, the trains 
coming from Modena do not travel very fast, the 
expresses occupying nearly forty minutes in passing 
through the tunnel, during which it is impossible to 
converse for the noise.

So William sat down and waited tranquilly for the 
end of this short night, thinking all the while of his 
astounding meeting with Betty. He was giving his 
mind to this rather than admiring the work of the 
immense subterranean passage, seven and three- 
quarter miles in length, the making o f which had 
occupied nine years—from i86t to 1870—at a cost of 
seventy-five million francs, and had necessitated the 
employment of two thousand French and Italian work
men, assisted b y gigantic boring machines worked by 
compressed air. He did not doubt that the enterprise

was one of the grandest and most daring of modern 
times, leaving far behind the justly celebrated works 
of the Romans, but he was more occupied in wonder
ing if he was to see all his vexatious complications 
come to life again, and w'hether the inexplicable 
presence of Betty on his track was going to upset his 
plans altogether.

A t length, after an interminable three-quarters of 
an hour, they emerged once more into the light. 
T he sun shone again, and the train passed more 
quickly down the Alpine slopes towards the pictur
esque Piedmont valleys.

“ How  do you feel now, old fe llo w ?”  asked 
William, bending over the commander.

“ Still very uncomfortable,”  murmured Spartivento.
“ W ait a minute. I have something with me that 

will do you good, and I will make you an infusion. 
John, put some water to boil.”

The commander groaned, doubtless to indicate that 
he could have done without such foresight, then he 
plunged his head again among the rugs and remained 
motionless. W hile William, in his character of nurse, 
was busying himself over his infusion, two or three 
discreet little taps were heard on the door of com
munication between the two compartments.

“ Don’t open it! Don’t open i t ! ” cried the com
mander, sitting up and seeming to regain all his 
energy in the fear of seeing Betty or Victoria come in.

“ W h y  not? ” asked William, astonished. “  I know 
these people very well, and can understand the im
patience of one of them so much the better as I 
should myself have gone to their compartment as 
soon as we got out of the tunnel.”

However, judging that the presence of a stranger 
might be disagreeable to the commander and aggra
vate his sufferings, William raised the grey cloth 
curtain, and half opening the door, said—

“ Excuse me, Miss Betty. I will be with you in 
one minute."

John had now prepared a large cup of the beverage, 
and William forced the commander, in spite of his 
resistance, to swallow it nearly boiling.

“  But it burns me atrociously,”  groaned Spartivento, 
turning very red.

“ Come, come,”  returned the improvised doctor. 
“ It must be drunk hot to have any effect.”  And he 
hurried him all he could, being anxious, to tell the 
truth, to rejoin Miss Betty and have an explanation 
from her.

“  Here I am at last! ”  he cried, entering the second 
part of the saloon, inhabited by Miss Betty. “ And 
now, 1 beseech you, let me know------”

“ And they say women are curious,”  returned Betty, 
still laughing at William's surprise, in which she 
thought she could recognise a little vexation.

“ Come, surely one has a right to be a little be
wildered.”

“ Oh, well, I will have pity on you.”  And Miss 
Hetty, with charming ease of manner and little laughs 
to emphasise the amusing parts of her story', gave 
her adventures in detail, minute by minute and hour 
by hour, from the moment the train left the jetty at 
Havre.

“  How dauntless, how foolish, how mad you were !" 
cried William at each fresh incident in the extra
ordinary tale.

“  N o,” said Betty, “  I wanted to get back, that’s all."
“ A h ! you are not a competitor to be despised 

when you have once made up your mind.”
“ That is necessary, my friend.”
Then she recounted her return to Cherbourg, her 

sleep in the express, and her awakening in that very 
Gare Saint-Lazare where they had arrived together 
but a short time before, and her return to the Hotel 
Bristol at four o'clock in the morning.

“ And, finally, I may tell you, that if I have found 
you again, it is thanks to the faithful bloodhound who 
never left you.”

(To be continued.')
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Our S w iss  L etter
Philately in Switzerland
T h e  number of stamp collectors in Switzerland seems 
to be on the increase. On the t6th and 17th of July  
was held at St. Imier the annual meeting of the dele
gates of the philatelic societies composing the Swiss 
Philatelic Union, viz. Aaran, Bern, Bale, Bienne, 
Kinsiedelm, Fribourg, Geneva, Lausanne, Locle, 
Lucerne, St. Gall, St. Imier, Winterthur, and Zurich. 
These represent a total of 577 members, and there 
arc philatelic clubs not belonging to the Union at 
Loire, Geneva, and Tramelan (Neuchatel).

For the year 1905-6 I.ausanne was chosen as head
quarters for the Central Committee, and Baron de 
Keuterskiold and M. F. Master were elected official 
counterfeit detectors for the association. The mem
bers also had the great pleasure of examining M.
C. E. Hoffmann's celebrated collection of Swiss fiscals, 
which it is hoped will be exhibited in London next 
year.
Arrest of A . Champion Bailly 

A piece of good news is the fact reported by the 
Revue Philatelique Francaise that the famous A.

Champion Bailly has been arrested at Nantes for sell
ing forged stamps to collectors at Rochefort.

New Sw iss Watermark
A circular has been issued to the Swiss Post Offices 

informing them that the next printing of the values 
20 c. to r fr. will be on paper with a new watermark 
“ covering the whole sheet.”  W ill this be a kind of 
multiple watermark, or are we to expect something 
like the shortlived Roumanian watermark? Time 
will show.

A  Curious Error
A  curious error has just been issued which naay be 

of interest to post card collectors. In the last print
ing of the 5 c. cards (May, 1905) one of the cards on 
the sheet is dated “ V . 06—4,800,000.”  If there is 
no printing in May, 1906, or if the number printed is 
different, this error will be difficult to obtain.

A. DE R.
P .S .— Since writing the above lines the 30 c. has 

appeared on the new paper ; the watermark is multiple 
Federal Crosses 15 mm. wide.

PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Sydney P h ila te lic  C lub

Hon. President: H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.
President ■■ A. f .  B asset Hull.
Secretary : J .  H. Smyth.
Meetings : 88, King Street, Sydney.

T h e  annual general meeting was held a t  the Club 
Room, 88, K ing Street, Sydney, on W ednesday 
evening, 19th July, at 8 p.m. There was a large 
attendance of members, the President, M r. A . K. 
Basset Hull, in the chair. Mr. Shepperd, of Beira, 
Hast Africa, was present as a visitor.

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read 
and confirmed.

The report of the Committee for the past twelve 
months was read.

Report of Committee for 1(04-5
Vour Committee in presenting their Annual Report 

have extreme pleasure in stating that the past year 
has been one of unparalleled success. So  many events 
of importance have taken place that only a passing 
reference can be made to them, but all tendea to the 
justification of the belief that Philately is gaining in 
popularity, and that the members of the Club show a 
lively interest in the welfare of our hobby.

Eleven ordinary, four special, and fourteen Com
mittee meetings were held, at all of which the attend
ances were highly satisfactory. There are now sixty- 
five members on the rolls.

Several rules were altered in accordance with the 
wishes of the members.

The President, Mr. Basset Hull, delivered a popular 
lecture, illustrated b y lantern views, in St. James’ 
Hall, on 21st September, which was well attended by  
the general public, and evidently much appreciated 
by those present.

A new Club Room was secured, giving members the 
exclusive privilege of its use at any time, and the 
Committee have endeavoured to encourage visits to 
it by being present frequently. Donations in money 
and kind towards furnishing same were so freely

offered that your Commfttee were able to meet this 
extra expense without encroaching on the Club funds.

The subject of “ Uniform Stam ps”  received con
siderable attention. Early in the year a communica
tion was sent to the Postmaster-General giving at his 
request our opinions on the subject (published in 
our official organ), and recently that gentleman cour
teously received and listened to a deputation from the 
Club in advocacy of our views, ju dging by a recent 
announcement in the daily Press to the effect that 
“ designs have been invited for a uniform stamp,”  
your Committee may congratulate the members on 
the fact that their efforts appear to have had good 
results.

In November a syllabus was drawn out which 
resulted in displays of collections and papers on 
various subjects being read b y members at the sub
sequent meetings, all of which were interesting and 
instructive.

Mr. Hagen having resigned the position of E x 
change Superintendent, Sir. Waddington was ap
pointed to the position.

Am ongst the distinguished visitors who honoured 
us with their presence were Mr. Rundell (Vice- 
President Philatelic Society of Victoria), Mr. Peck 
(Hon. Secretary Philatelic Society of South Australia), 
Mr. Russell Wilkins, of Brisbane (who brought with 
him his magnificent collection of Queensland stamps), 
and M r. Hausburg, of London.

Extra efforts were made b y the Committee to make 
Mr. Hausburg’s stay in Sydney enjoyable. A special 
reception meeting was held to suit that gentleman’s 
convenience; he and Mrs. Hausburg were entertained 
to a harbour picnic, which was thoroughly enjoyed 
by our guests, friends, and the members; and we 
take this opportunity of thanking those who helped 
to maintain the prestige o f the Club b y showing 
M r. I lausburg hospitality and placing their collections 
at his disposal for inspection.

A t the March meeting Mr. Dixon (a country member) 
placed on the table his valuable Australian collection, 
and in May Mr. White (another country member)
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sent his superb collection of South Australians for the 
edification of those present at that meeting.

The Committee regret to have to record the death 
of Mr. R. C . Beveridge, who was an enthusiastic 
philatelist.

Notwithstanding the extraordinary expenditure in
curred during the year, the Committee are gratified 
at being able to present what seems to them a very  
satisfactory Treasurer’s statement; but as expenses 
are likely to be higher in future than they were in the 
years preceding 1903-4, they desire to express the 
hope that members will rally round and assist liberally 
in meeting such b y  the introduction of others.

The reports of the Librarian and Exchange Super
intendent have the full approval of the Committee. 
The assets of the Club have been valued at jQ&o (of 
which is approximately the value of the library). 
This is highly creditable, more especially as there are 
no liabilities.

In recognition of their services in the cause of 
Australian Philately, Messrs. Hausburg, Castle, 
Phillips, Bacon, and Hill were elected honorary 
members, and the Committee are of the opinion that 
this procedure should be adopted when it is con
sidered desirable.

In conclusion, your Committee are firmly convinced 
that the transactions of the past year as recorded 
herein have benefited the members of the Club to a 
large extent, and they are confident that Philately is 
making rapid strides, not only in Australia, but 
throughout the whole world.

The Treasurer’s statement was also submitted, and 
the reports of the Librarian, Exchange Superintendent, 
and Auditors were read, and all were unanimously 
adopted.
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Election of officers for the ensuing year then took 

place with the following result:— Hon. President,
H .R .H . the Prince of W a le s; President, Mr. A. F. 
Basset H u ll; Vice-President, Mr. E. D. V an Weenen; 
Treasurer, Mr. J .  J .  W itn e y; Librarian, Mr. C. A. 
G illes; Exchange Superintendent, Mr. W . A . Hull; 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. J .  H. Sm yth ; Committee, 
Messrs. Abood, Blumenthal, Hambly, Pettifer, Ridley, 
Smith, and Waddington.

A  vote of thanks to the retiring officers was carried 
by acclamation.

T he President acknowledged the compliment, and 
spoke glowingly of the work done b y the Club, and 
was fully satisfied that it was still capable of much 
usefulness, and he thanked the members for their 
continued confidence in re-electing him. Several of 
the other officers also spoke.

The President, on behalf of the Club, welcomed Mr. 
Shepperd, and that gentleman thanked the members 
for the courtesy shown him.

The subject of colour names was referred to. and it 
was decided that that subject be set down for dis- 
cussion at the next monthly meeting.

Mr. Hagen, with the consent of Mr. H. L. White, 
a country member, laid on the table that gentleman’s 
collection of Sydney Views, comprising about 370 
specimens, used and unused. Those present were 
afforded a rare treat, as Mr. W hite has the majority 
of his stamps plated according to shade, a task seldom 
attempted by collectors of Sydney V iew s. Subse
quently it was resolved that a cordial vote of thanks 
be tendered to M r. W hite for his kindness.

J .  H . S m y t h ,

Hon. Secretary.

THE STAMP MARKET
B y  A N  O D D  LO T
The Coming Auctions

W e  are beginning to get a few hints of the good 
things that we are to be asked to compete for at the 
forthcoming auctions. At the end of the month 
Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper will sell a fine col
lection of the stamps of Great Britain, in which we 
are assured the “ specimensare in the finest condition.”  
In the same sale will be included a 6d., blue, sur
charged v.R . T r a n s v a a l  in red, unused, and in 
mint state, with inverted surcharge. An Irishman 
would call this an inverted surcharge which was not 
inverted at all, for it is simply the tite-biche stamp 
which was upside down which was surcharged, so it 
it is the stamp which was inverted and not the sur
charge. W e have no evidence, such as a pair, to 
show that the red surcharge was inverted. However, 
the stamp is a great rarity, and should fetch a good 
long price, well up into double figures. The editor 
of G .S .W ., who is a well-known Transvaal specialist, 
tells me that he has never seen a specimen of the 6d., 
red surcharge, inverted, mint. On this information 
I am tempted to g o  to £ 5  for it myself, but I suspect 
some one will cap that with an added nought.

On the nth instant, Mr. Hadlow will sell a fine 
wholesale stock of British Colonials.

Auction Commissions
N o t  a  few of the regular dealers who attend auctions 
arc now laying themselves out for buying on com
mission for collectors who are not able, or who do 
not care to attend the auctions. The commission for 
buying varies, but probably the most fetching is an 
offer to charge 2s. per lot if purchased betas) the limit 
given b y the collector, otherwise to make no charge. 
1 believe Mr. Hadlow himself started this method of 
buying at auctions.
Northern and Southern Nigerias and Lagos 
L a s t  reason there was quite a flutter over Northern 
and Southern Nigerias Queen’s Heads, and Southern 
Nigeria King's Head j£ it single C A , and Lagos 
K ing’s Heads, single C A , and I quite expect the 
flutter will be continued this season. Already' Messrs. 
Puttick and Simpson announce the inclusion of a few 
of these scarce stamps in their first sale. The Southern 
Nigeria K ing's Head single C A  promises to outstrip 
all the others in price.
Australians
A u s t r a l i a n s  are expected to come very much to the 
fore this season, for they have been increasing in 
popularity for some seasons now, and as the Common
wealth issue promises to supersede all other issues 
before long, collectors are getting anxious about 
probable rises in price.

S T A M P S  AND S T A M P  COLLECTING . By M ajor E . B. E V A N S .
The young collector is frequently perplexed by the meaning of the various terms used in stamp collecting, 

and the fullest explanations of these will be found in this book. 2s. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly 
bound in Cloth.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London. W .C .
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ANSWERS TO 
CORRESPONDENTS

L. S. (South Kensington) —If you write to the Hon. 
Sec., Mr. J . A . Tilleard, 10, Gracechurch Street, Lon
don, E.C., he will send you particulars as to member
ship in the Philatelic Society of London. The sub
scription for town members is two guineas, and the 

ualifications for membership are the same as for a 
rst-class London Club. You must be proposed and 

seconded by members and furnish two references.

R. H. F. (Eastleigh).—Your Chinese stamp is a rail
way stamp, not a postage stamp. Chalk-surfaced 
papers have a glossy appearance, but can best be 
distinguished by trying a silver coin on a bit of the 
dean surface of the margin : if chalk paper, the coin 
will leave a line like that made by a lead pencil; if 
ordinary paper, the coin will leave no coloured mark. 
Granite paper has coloured fibres distinguishable with 
a magnifying-glass.

A Gibbonsite (London Bridge).—W e  have not worked 
out the sum you send us, but we accept your figures 
and the conclusion that it will take us some seven 
years to complete our History of the Countries of the 
World. W hat then? W ould you have us give you 
bumper Nos. of G.S. W. a la Catalogue for a few 
months, so as to get over the ground right aw ay? 
Or what do you propose in place of our present 
plan? Your philatelic digestion must be working 
extra well if you can get through larger doses than we 
give you for each week, or perhaps you are getting 
impatient for our simplification of the complexities 
of Zanzibar. If so, we are afraid you must possess 
your soul in patience, and meanwhile draw such 
excellent comfort as you may from the imposing 
array of accumulating volumes. And when we get 
to Zanzibar, what then? W ell, as you say, “ by that 
time there will be a lot of new issues,"  and we can, 
therefore, start afresh. At the end of seven years 
you can then tell us how you like the arrangement, 
and advise us as to a fresh start.

J. C. (Wisbaw).—If by id. and ^d., unused, Queen 
Victoria Heads, British stamps, you mean our English 
issues, we can say nothing until we know what issue 
you refer to. If you mean the last-issued Queen's 
Heads, we fear you will find it best to use them for 
postage.

Alpha (Sheffield).—The lettering on your Northern 
Nigerias we take to be a cancellation. Bisected 
stamps are not generally catalogued. W e  cannot, 
therefore, say anything about the value of your 
Bolivian.

E. H. (Whiteley Bay).—No additional value is at
tached to inverted watermarks. Few collectors take 
any notice of them.

A. S. P. (Crouch Hill).—The perforation of the Servian 
so-called Death’s-head, 5 paras, gauges n £ . Unused 
it is catalogued at the sum of id., and may be had in 
any quantity at that price. Don't waste your money 
on such rubbish. M any thanks for your kind wishes 
fo rG .S .W .

L. G. M. (Hants).—(1) The N ew  South W ales stamps 
of 1888-97 are ° f  types illustrated, numbers 37 to 42. 
The stamps described on page 173 are of the new 
type, numbers 49 to 53, with the exception o f the 6d., 
which is the same type as the older issue; but in this

case the colour has been changed, and no confusion 
can arise. (2) Many Victorian stamps from the edges 
and corners of the sheets show vertical or horizontal 
lines. As these are common to many watermarks 
it is impossible to say to which issue yours belong. 
(3) W hen the price of a fiscal stamp is given used, it 
means postally used. (4) In our opinion “ Specimen" 
stamps should not be included in a postage stamp 
collection, except as a makeshift for an expensive 
stamp. (5) Stanley Gibbons, Limited, are at all times 
willing to answer any inquiries for any of their clients 
and to explain any points about which there may be 
any difficulty.

R. D. C. (Edinburgh).—The variety you notice in the 
Transvaal “ K .R .I.", Halfpenny on 2d., brown, is not 
worth cataloguing. It is simply caused by the very 
thin bit of type in the middle of the “ H "  failing to 
print.

A  Subscriber (Cambridge).—The 10s. and ^ 1 ,  Orange 
Free State, were not overprinted “ V . R .I ."  for postal 
purposes. Yours must be fiscals.

R. V .—The sum p inscribed nieuwe republiek , 
2d., zt'iD a fkika , you will find caulogued in 
Gibbons' Catalogue, Part I., under the head of New  
Republic, South Africa. It is a stamp issued by the 
Boers when they annexed a part of Zululand and 
called it the N ew  Republic of South Africa. This 
territory was subsequently added to the South African 
Republic as a new district named “  Vrijheid.’ ’ Your  
other stamp is a Transvaal stamp, but your descrip
tion is not sufficient for us to say of what issue or 
value.

L . J . W . (Southsea).—B in d in g  G. S . W. The bind
ing of the covers with the inside pages of G. S. W. is 
a matter for individual choice, but it is a very general 
practice in technical journals, like G. S . l l r.t where the 
advertisements are specially devoted to the same sub
ject, to bind covers with all the advertisements and 
the inside matter together. Some bind the numbers 
together just as published, others have the covers put 
at the end. In our opinion, if covers and advertise
ments are bound up in the volume, they should be 
bound as published. This is the plan followed in the 
British Museum Library. You will frequently note 
people advertising for old journals “ complete with 
covers." And there is no doubt that a volume which 
includes the covers is more valuable than one which 
excludes them.

The kind of binding is again a matter of individual 
choice. Some folks bind all their books gorgeously 
in half morocco. If you bind in cloth you should 
certainly get the publishers' covers. They are cheap, 
good, and most effectively lettered in gold. The  
stamps need not be included.

W hen sending your numbers to the bookbinder, 
be most clear and emphatic in your instructions as 
to binding covers and advertisements, otherwise the 
first thing he will do will be to strip off the covers 
and pitch them into the waste heap.

S . H. B. (Sheffield).—The Tasmanian i£-d. on 5d. was 
chronicled by us in March last (see G.S.W .*  vol. i. 
p. 156), and you will find the Fernando Poo was 
chronicled in the following month (see G .S * I E , vol. i. 
pp. 229 and 235. Both stamps are also to be found in 
the current catalogues.
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R. G. J .  (Kilkenny).—Stamps o f  Amoy. Thcsestam ps 

are not included in the Gibbons Catalogue, as they 
are purely local stamps for use in the Treaty Port of 
Am oy. T h e y were issued in 1895-6. T he values and 
prices given in Scott’s Catalogue are as follows:—
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1895. X o wmk. Perf. n £.
Unused.

i  c., green . 4 c.
1 c., rose-red . 4 c.
2 c., blue . . . 6 c.
4 c., brown . . 10 c.
5 c., orange . 15 c.

1896. Wmk. Chinese C/iaracters. 
15 c., black . . . 30 c.
20 c., purple . . . 40 c.
25 c., lilac-rose . . . 50 c.

T . C. W . (Up Bangor).— W e  do not know of any 
philatelic value attaching to old newspaper stamps. 
T hey are fiscals only. Penny red stamps of Great 
Britain with the letters “ O .U .S .”  were used for the 
Oxford Union Society. T h e y were worth about is. 
The newspaper stamps in Gibbons* Catalogue paid 
postage, and no other varieties did this.

T . C- M. (London).—See reply to T . C . W . above.

R. B. H. (Dunntanway).— The varieties you note are 
for the specialist, and would be included as minor 
varieties, but they have not been accorded catalogue 
rank. There are many minor varieties in other 
countries duly noted by the specialist but mercifully 
omitted from the catalogue. V e ry  many thanks for 
your kind wishes for G .S . W.

R. H. C. (Durban).—T he Tasmanian wmk. T A S o n  
the whole sheet is always one way, but may often be 
found Inverted ; hence your variety.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.— W e  regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Yol. I., all told. B y  
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers’ price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
J . Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done b y  
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance: 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. T he stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F . Forged ; 
G. Genuine; G .F. Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

R. R eprint; W . Waterm ark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of V ol. I. of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse o f information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous”  page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature o f the prompt publication o f the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we m ay have the kindly 
co-operation o f the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side o f the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor b y the earliest post.

OUR PHILATELIC DIARY
SEPTEMBER, 190;

iS , 19, &  20. Auction: Glendining &  C o ., 7 Argyll Street, London. 4.30 p.m.
21 22. A uction : Plumridge &  C o ., 64 Chancery Lane, I.ondon.

25 . L iverp ool P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty  :  D iscussion— H o w  to  increase the m em bership,
opened b y  A . M offatt; D isplay—British South Africa and Persia. 

26 &  27. Auction: Puttick &  Simpson, 47 Leicester Square.
a3 &  29. A uction : Ventom, Bull, &  Cooper, Temple Hotel, Arundel Street, Strand, London.

A  V E R Y  HANDSOM E PR E SEN T.
Packet No. 69, 2,000 varieties. A  grand packet, every stamp being different and genuine, and thus forming 

a choice collection in itself. £2*  post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London,W.C.

Printed by  W . B r sn d o n  &  S on, L td ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibso n s, L td ., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
9 September, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD
By E D W A R D  J. N AN K IVELL
Austria

'p'HE geographers describe Austria as 
1 embracing the old Hapsburg posses
sions of the Alps (Lower and Upper 
Austria, Salzburg, Styria, Carinthia, Car- 
niola, Tyrol, Gorz, Trieste), most of the 
lands of the old kings of Bohemia 
(Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia), parts of the 
former kingdom of Poland (Galicia and 
Bukovinia), and the Venetian Colonies 
on the east side of the Adriatic (Istria 
and Dalmatia).

Each of these groups consists of pro
vinces or Crown lands which still bear 
their old titles, such as kingdom or duchy. 
Each has its governor and its own pro
vincial diet or parliament, and they are 
all represented together in the Austrian 
Parliament, partly by popular election and 
partly by the election of privileged classes.

The population in 1900 was 26,107,304. 
Vienna, the capital, on the Danube, has 
a population of 1,662,269.
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Its Philatelic History

The philatelic history of Austria begins 
with 1850. The first issue was a neat 
presentation of the Arms of Austria, with 
its double-headed eagle, on a shield sur
mounted by the Imperial Crown. The 
second issue in 1S5S had for its design an 
embossed beardless profile of the Emperor 
turned to the left. In 1861 followed an 
embossed head turned to the right ; in 
1863 an oval with Arms embossed; in 
1867 embossed stamps were abandoned 
in favour of the cheaper method of 
ordinary surface-printing. The head of 
the Emperor to right, with what is ex
pressively termed moustache and “mutton 
chop” whiskers, was enclosed in a circle. 
In 1883 the portrait design gave place to 
an Arms type with central tablet of value; 
this was followed in 1890 by another por
trait series, which, with varying frame
work, has been continued up to date.

From 1850 to 1899 the currency was 
expressed in kreuzers and gulden, which 
in 1899 was changed to heller and krona.

1850. Five values. Arms of Austria 
on a shield surmounted by the Imperial 
Crown. As will be seen from our list, 
these grand old first issues may still be 
had for a few pence. Imperforate.

1 7 8

i kr., yellow

I  mpcr/oratc. U n used.
s. d.

. . . 40 O

Used. 
s. d. 
0 6

2 ,, black . 15 0 0 3
3  ♦* red . . . 10 O 0 1
6 t, brown . . 10 0 0 2
9 n blue ♦ 33 0 O !

1858-9. Five values. Design, em
bossed profile of Emperor to left. In 
1859 the 3 kr. stamp was changed in 
colour from black to green. Perforated.

iMinaaatiKi

2 kr. yellow

t 't r f . Unused.
S. d.

. 30 O

Used. 
s d. 
0 6

3 .. black ♦ 25 O 2 6
3 *• green . to O 2 6
5 *» red . 20 O 0 i

10 ,, brown • 50 O O 2

*5 .. blue 60 O O I

1861. Five values. Design, embossed 
profile of Emperor to right in an oval. 
Perforated.

Unused. Used.
s. d. jT. d.

2 kr., yellow • 3 <> O 4
3 „  green • 3 0 0 4
5 »» red * 3  6 0 1

10 „  brown . 1 0  0 0  t
15 , ,  blue . 1 0  0 0 1

1863. Five values. Design, Arms em
bossed and enclosed in an oval band. 
Perforated.

Per/. Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

2 kr., yellow . to 02
3 „ green . 1 6 0 4
S .. rose 1 0  0 1

to ,, blue . 2 6  0 1
15 ,, brown . 2 6  0 1

1867. Seven values. Design, head of
Emperor to right, withside whiskers and
moustache. For the low values up to 
25 kr. the stamps were of the ordinary 
size, but for the 50 kr. a larger and more 
elaborate design wasprovided. Perforated.
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Unused. 

s, d.
2  O

2 kr. yellow

Per/ Unused. 
s. d.

• 0 3

Used. 
s. d  
0 1

3 »• green • 0 3 0 1
5 •* rose . 2 0 O 1

to ,, blue . 0 6 0 1
15 „ brown . 1 6 0 2
-5  »» lilac • 1 3 O 1
5°  .. brown . 4 0 1 O

1883. Six values. Design, a return to 
the Arms type, with a tablet of value in 
the centre. The inscription over the 
Arms and the numeral of value on the 
tablet were printed in black. Perforated.

P e r/. Unused. Used.
S. d. s. d .

2 kr., brown . O 2 0 1
3 „ green O 2 0 1
5 n rose . O 4 0 1

10 ,, blue . 0 6 0 t
20 ,, greenish grey . 0 9 0 2
50 ,, mauve . 2 6 0 8

189O-I. A long series of thirteen 
values. Design, head of Emperor to left 
for the kreuzer values, and to right in 
a long rectangular size for the gulden 
values. In the kreuzer values the numerals 
in the corners were printed in black. Per
forated.

Per/.

1 kr., slate
2 ,, brown
3 „  green
5 rose-carmine 

to ,, blue 
12 ,, lake 
15 ,, mauve

Unuse i. Used. 
s. it  s. d.

. 0 2  0 1
0 4  0 1

. 0 2  0 1

. 0 3  0 1
. 0 6  0 1
. 0 8  0 1
. 1 o

20 kr., olive 
24 ,, grey-blue 
30 n brown 
50 ,, mauve

1 g ., deep blue
2 g ., carmine

Used.
s. d. 
o t 

1 3  0 2
1 6  o 1
2 6  0 6
5 0 0 3
7 6  0 6

1 7 9

1891. Four values. Design, same head 
of Emperor to left, but enclosed in an 
octagonal frame with numerals of value 
printed in black on uncoloured corner 
tablets. This change in the design is said 
to have been necessitated by the circulation 
of forgeries of those values of the previous 
issue. Perforated.

k .''.A /*y W  v  ̂

20 kr., green

Per/. Unused.
S. d.

. 0 9

Used, 
jr. d. 
0 t

24 ,, dull blue • . t 0 0 t
30 ,, brown . 2 O 0 t
50 ,, mauve . 1 9 0 6

1896. Two gulden values. Colours 
changed. Design as in 1890-1 series. 
Perforated.

Per/. Unused. Used.
s . d . s .  it.

\ gulden, lilac . . . 3 0  0 2
2 ,, green . . . 5 0  1 0

1899-1902. Sixteen values. Design, 
head of Emperor to left in various frames. 
Currency changed from kreuzer and gul
den to heller and krona.

Per/. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

1 h., lilac O t 0 1
2 h., grey . O 1 O t
3  h., brown 0 t 0 1
5 h., deep green . . O i O 1
6 h., orange . O 2 0 1

O I
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Per/. Unused. 

s. d.
Used. 
s. d.

10 h., rose . 0 2 O I
20 li.t brown ♦ 0 5 O 2
25 h,, ultramarine . 0 4 O I
30 li., mauve • o 5 O I

1 kron, rose
2 ,, lavender .
4 ,, pale green

1 6 0 3
2 0 0 2
6 0  0 6

1904. Fourteen values. Designs as 
before, but with numerals of values 
altered as illustrated. On values 1 h. 
to 6 h. the figures are in the colours 0,' 
the stamps on a white ground ; on 10 h. 
to 30 h. figures are in black on a plain 
white ground ; on 35 h. to 60 h. figures 
are in white on ground of the same colour 
as the stamps. Perforated.

Per/.

1 h., purple
2 h., violet-black
3  li., pale brown 
5 h., deep green 
0 h., orange .

10 h., rose 
20 h., brown 
25 h., ultramarine 
30 h., mauve 
35  h., bright green 
40 h., purple 
50 h., pale blue 
60 h., yellow-brown 
72 h., lilac-rose

Unused. Used.
s . d . S. d.
O 1 —
O 1 —
O 1 O I
O 1 O 1
0 t O 1
O 2 O 1
O 3 O (
O 4 O 1
O 5 —
O 6 —
O 7 -
O rt -
O 0 —
1 0 —

(To be continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E

The P r ic e s  quoted in  the fo rego in g  a rtic le  a re  taken fro m  o v r  p u b lis h e r s * la test C a ta lo g u e, a n d  ore, 
therefore, the P r ic e s  at tohich S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d .,  w ilt  h a ve  p le a s u re  in  ,stippf$,*<n£ a n y  o f  the 
sta m ps that m ay be needed b y  a n y  o f  our rea d e rs .

WATERMARKS
By Rev. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.
HTHE beginner, who has arrived at the 
A stage when the multitude of designs 

and the innumerable shades of colour 
which distinguish stamps the one from 
the other cease to absorb the whole of 
his attention, turns his thoughts to other 
marks of difference. Generally his in
terest centres on the identification of 
watermarks. There is an element of 
fascination in hunting for something 
which is present, but which sometimes 
escapes the eye for a long time, until, at 
last, it is seen, and you wonder why you 
did not see it before. There is also the 
financial aspect to consider, for stamps 
apparently identical may differ very much

in value according to the nature of the 
watermark, or, in some cases, according 
to the presence or absence of a water
mark. But we must not be in too great 
a hurry. What is a watermark ? How 
is it produced? A watermark is a design, 
either heraldic or geometrical or of written 
characters, which is impressed in the 
paper, during the process of its manu
facture, by means of wire shapes.

1. This design may be so large that its 
details are distributed over the whole 
sheet of stamps. In such case each 
stamp on the sheet, when detached from 
the rest, exhibits only a small portion ot 
the watermark. A notable example of
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this is seen in the first issue of India 
under the regime of the Honourable East 
India Company. The Arms of India 
occupy the central portion of the sheet. 
The inscription on the scroll reads, “ Aus- 
picio Regis et Senatus Anglie,” which, 
being interpreted, means, “Under the aus
pices of the King and the Government of 
England.” An illustration is appended.

In 1881, the stamps of Hungary ap
peared on paper with a watermark of 
interlacing circles with the initials KL in 
the centre of each circle.

H'jneAor.

The Queensland issue of 1866 presents 
the written watermark, “ Queensland 
Postage Stamps,” in which the script 
characters are so arranged that a single 
stamp only shows a portion of one or two 
letters.

QUEENSLAND.

3  m
3 £ 'f'£ /~ < sS cf $

isss.

The sheets of the first issue of Tuscany 
were watermarked with twelve coronets 
in four rows of three, separated by single 
vertical lines. Above each row of three

coronets were three horizontal lines and 
below were two horizontal lines. Sheets 
thus watermarked were to be used only 
in Tuscany and for dispatch to the Lom- 
bardo-Venetian States.

TUSCAN r.

1851- 2 .

In 1853 the watermark was changed, 
but the design remained the same as in 
the former issue. The new watermark 
consisted of rows of horizontal wavy 
curves placed so as to form loops. The 
inscription II e  r . r . P o s t e  T o s c a x e  
stretched diagonally from the left lower 
to the right upper corner of the sheet, 
which contained fifteen rows of sixteen 
stamps each.

1853.

In the stamps of Naples one finds the 
fieur-de-lis as a watermark occupying 
the space of several stamps and repeated 
in the sheet.

So much for watermarks of large de
sign.

2. We come now to speak of water
marks which are designed in such a way 
that each stamp on the sheet may have 
its own complete unmutilated watermark. 
In the case of English stamps the wire 
shapes which produce the watermark 
take the form of a King’s Crown. This 
Crown has seen three changes in shape. 
It appeared in 1840 as a Small Crown. 
In 1854 the Large Crown became the 
watermark. This in turn was superseded 
by the Imperial Crown of 1880, generally 
known as “ Crown 1880,” which has re
mained the watermark of English stamps 
for all values from 4d. to is. for twenty- 
five years.
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1

1 ( 1 1 9

1 1,1111111111 1

1

I I I itlllRHlOillffll l
Sm all Crown. Large Crown.

Other forms of Crowns as watermarks 
may be seen in the issues of Denmark, 
Italy, and Sweden. In many of our 
colonies the watermark has taken the 
form of a Crown and CC, signifying 
“Crown Colonies,” or a Crown and CA, 
denoting “Crown Agents for the Colonies.” 
This Crown and C A occurs in two sizes. 
The first is similar in size to the Crown 
C C. The second is twice as large. It 
is printed sideways in the sheet, and re
quires a horizontal pair of stamps to 
show the whole watermark.

The change from C C to C A was made 
about the year 1882, because “Crown 
Colonies ” was not the correct official title 
of many British possessions where the 
“Crown CC” watermark was in use.

(To be continued.)

YARNSINGLE-NOOK
THE 12 c. BRITISH GUIANA
By S. G. COLLINS
TyiR. CHARLES GILMORE, philatelic 

dealer and expert, regarded his client 
critically and curiously through his gold- 
rimmed glasses.

She was a little mite of about twelve 
summers, with a pair of large blue eyes 
and an abundance of curly brown hair, 
and she seemed ill at ease as she sat, 
nervous and fidgety, on the edge of a 
chair in the stamp dealer’s private room. 
Her clothes were old and shabby, but 
bore evidence of careful mending and fre
quent repairing. Her general appearance 
was neat; still, the faded frock and patched 
little shoes spoke eloquently of genteel 
poverty—poverty that is none the less 
grinding or sordid because it carries with 
it unmistakable indication of better days 
and prosperous times.

“Where did you get this, little girt?” 
asked Mr. Gilmore, pointing, as he spoke, 
to a stamp that lay on his office table, 
and which he had been carefully studying 
through a magnifying-glass. It was a 
British Guiana, 1850, 12 c., blue, in perfect 
condition.

“ Please, sir, mother told me to bring 
it to you and to ask you to give what you 
thought was a fair price for it. She 
thought it would be worth about five 
shillings.”

She spoke shyly and mechanically, as if 
repeating a frequently rehearsed lesson. 
Her message had evidently been delivered 
in the words it had been given to her.

The dealer was silent. He seemed lost 
in reflection, and his silence served to 
increase the nervousness of his client. 
He was thinking of the time when he had 
seen a stamp similar in every detail to 
the one now lying on the table before 
him. He remembered the peculiar stamp
ing of the postmark, and the reflection 
carried him back over many years of life 
to the time when he was a boy. It could 
not possibly be that this stamp was the 
same stamp that came back to remem
brance now after all these years. And 
yet it was possible!

“ Has your mother any more stamps?” 
he asked.

“Yes, sir; she has father’s collection, 
which he collected when he was a boy.”

“ Ah, and where does mother live ? Is 
your house far from here ? ”

“ No, sir, not very far, but she told me 
not to tell you where we lived. Will you 
give me five shillings for that stamp, sir?” 

“ No, I should like to see your mother. 
Come, do not be afraid ; you must take 
me to her.”

They left the office together.
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They traversed several of the side streets 
that a few years ago emerged off the 
Strand, but which are now being slowly 
demolished, and giving place to wide 
thoroughfares and more pretentious build
ings. Pausing at a house in a narrow 
alley which had nothing to distinguish it 
in dirt and squalor from others through 
which they had passed, the little girl 
knocked, saying, “ This is where we live, 
sir.”
The door was opened by a woman 

whose face bore signs of a frequently in
dulged fondness for gin, and they climbed 
up a flight of narrow, dirty stairs until 
they reached a large, desolate-looking 
room, barely furnished.
“Mother, I have brought the stamp 

dealer to see you,” said the girl, as she 
passed inside, Gilmore following.
“Good afternoon,” said he as he en

tered. “ I have come to see you about 
this stamp, Mrs.----”
“ My name is Brown—Mrs. Brown,” 

replied the girl’s mother, as she came 
forward to receive her visitor. “ Is there 
anything wrong?” she asked apprehen
sively, and to Gilmore both her features 
and voice seemed strangely familiar.
She was a slim, tall woman of about 

thirty-five, with a careworn, harassed ex
pression, the inevitable indication of a 
hard life lived through many joyless years. 
She was neatly dressed in a rusty black 
gown which had evidently, long ago, seen 
better days.
“ No,” said Gilmore, “ there is nothing 

wrong, but I am particularly interested in 
this stamp,” producing it, as he spoke, 
from his card-case, where he had put it on 
leaving the office. “ I only remember 
having seen one exactly similar to it, and 
that was many years ago. I understand 
your husband was a collector. Would it 
be troubling you too much to show me 
his collection ? ”

“ I will show it to you with pleasure,” 
replied Mrs. Brown, “ but I cannot sell 
any more of the stamps it contains.”
Producing a large, battered album, 

much the worse for wear, from a cup
board, she placed it on the table before 
Gilmore, and drew up one of the rickety 
chairs.
“ Please be seated,” she said simply. 

“ 1 feel I owe you an apology. When I 
told you I would not sell any of the other 
stamps, I did not mean that you would

take advantage of my ignorance of their 
value, but—but—”—and her voice failed 
her—“Jack made me promise I would not 
sell any of his stamps for at least five 
years after his death. I would not be 
selling this one now were it not that cir
cumstances—cruel necessity—compels me 
to do so. I have avoided taking this step 
for as long as I could, but now—this—this 
forces me to it.” She indicated the bare, 
cheerless room with a despairing gesture. 
“ I feel sure Jack would forgive me did 
he know the necessity which drives me to 
break the promise I made to him.”

Gilmore was silent and apparently lost 
in reverie. He had opened the book at 
the title-page, and his eyes had a far
away look as they rested on the inscrip
tion on the leaf:—

“ J a c k  G i l m o r e ,

A d e l a i d e ,

S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a . ”

The words were in a large, schoolboy 
hand, and had evidently been written 
many years ago, for the ink was very 
faded.

He pulled himself together with a start, 
his eyes still fixed on the words which 
seemed to rivet his attention.

“ Was your husband ever in Australia, 
Mrs. Brown? ” he asked.

“ Yes; both my husband and myself 
are Colonials, but we have been in Eng
land now for nearly fourteen years.”

“ Is this your husband’s name?” he 
asked, pointing, as he spoke, to the title- 
page before him.

“Yes—no,” replied Mrs. Brown in a 
nervous tone. Her voice was shaking 
with ill-concealed emotion, and Gilmore 
felt a strange compassion for her as he 
saw her agitation.

“ I would not ask you these questions,” 
he said gently, “ but I once had a brother 
called Jack Gilmore, and it was in his 
collection that I last saw a stamp similar 
to the one your little girl brought me 
to-day. I wonder if by any chance it 
could be the same Jack Gilmore that I 
knew! I have not seen Jack now for 
quite fourteen years, and have been trying 
to find him ever since 1 have been in 
England.”

Mrs. Brown’s nervousness seemed to 
increase. Her lips moved tremulously, 
and she tried vainly to conceal her agita
tion.

183
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“ Is your name Charlie?” she asked, the 
words coming from her brokenly and in a 
low tone that was almost a whisper.

“ Yes—and I was born in Australia,” 
was the reply.

“ Surely you are not Maggie—Maggie 
May, whom Jack married?”

He paused for a reply.
“ My name was Maggie May,” she 

replied. “ I was Maggie May many 
years ago—it seems centuries ago, so 
much has happened since then.”

“Then you must be Jack’s wife,” said 
Gilmore; “but why do you call yourself 
Mrs. Brown?”

“ It was Jack’s wish when we left 
Australia. After Jack’s father turned 
him adrift for having married me, he 
swore he would not bear the name of 
Gilmore any longer. We came to England, 
and we have lived here ever since under 
the name I now bear. Oh, it has been a 
hard struggle ! Jack found it difficult to 
get any work for a long time, and even 
when he did find employment, his earnings 
were hardly enough to feed and clothe us. 
Poor Jack, he had a hard fight for it. 
He was never very strong, and hard work 
in the open and exposure to the weather 
brought on inflammation of the lungs. 
He did his best to keep up, but I could 
see he was failing. He had a little money 
put by, which he would never spend. I 
think he must have known that the end 
would soon come, and determined to keep 
the money so that 1 could use it after he 
died. It was all over in a week. The 
doctors said they were surprised he had 
lasted so long. Poor, poor, old Jack! 
Though we were poor, we were very- 
happy.

“He often recalled those cruel words of 
his father’s when he told him that in 
marrying a woman beyond his station in 
life, he was courting misery. ‘ Maggie,’ 
he used to say, ‘ those words have not 
come true, have they? We have always 
been happy, haven’t we, little woman ? ’ 
They were hard, cruel words, as cruel as 
the man who uttered them. I shall never 
forgive Jack’s father for being so unkind 
to Jack.”

“ Maggie, Maggie,” broke in Gilmore, 
“ don’t be hard on the poor old dad. 
He was always sorry for having driven 
Jack away. He came to England and

184

spent years trying to trace him. but Jack 
seemed to have disappeared. He became 
a changed man after Jack—his eldest son 
—went away. Silent and morose, he 
seemed filled with a remorse that nothing 
would remove. When he was dying— 
his was a very painful death, Maggie— 
he kept calling for Jack. He was deliri
ous for hours at a time, and his mind 
wandered back to the time when Jack 
was with him. He w'as always fond of 
Jack, much more fond of him than he 
was of me. When the end came, he 
called me to his bedside and said, 
‘ Charlie, I want you to find Jack. Tell 
him how I have suffered since I sent him 
away, and ask him to forgive his old dad.’ 
Maggie, surely you will forgive the heart
broken old man ! ”

She was crying quietly'. The reaction 
had come and with it the remembrance of 
all that her husband had suffered. Her 
thoughts were back again in the past, and 
she scarcely heeded Gilmore’s words as he 
proceeded—

“ He told me also that w'hen I had 
found Jack I was to ask him to bury all 
that had passed and to accept the five 
thousand pounds which he left him. A 
few months earlier I should have been in 
time and Jack would have been saved. 
But there, 1 suppose it had to be. Come 
now, Maggie ; 1 have delivered the old 
dad’s message, and I ask you to do as he 
wanted you to do, as I am sure Jack would 
have done had he lived.”

“Yes,” said Mrs. Brown brokenly, 
“ I forgive him, as Jack would have for
given him had he lived. He never bore 
malice and was always generous and for
giving.”

“Of course,” said Gilmore, “this 
meeting of ours will make a change in 
your life. I will invest this money for 
you, and meantime you must let me be 
your banker,” producing his pocket-book 
and laying four five-pound notes on the 
table. “You must leave this place and 
give the children and yourself every com
fort. Try to forget the past and all its 
misery, and look forward to a brighter 
and happier future.

“ As for the little 12 c. Guiana that has 
brought us together, we must replace 
that in its old place in Jack’s collec
tion.”
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W R IN K L E
Cancellations
Major E vans in the M onthly Jo u rn a l dis
cusses a very knotty subject, to wit, the 
value of cancellations. As the general 
collector and the young collector are the 
largest collectors of cancelled, otherwise 
used, stamps, the readers of G . S . IV. will 
be interested in what he says :—

W e have ventured on previous occasions to raise a 
gentle protest against the theory that the nature of an 
obliteration should make any very essential difference 
to the interest or value of the stamp to which it is 
applied. W e  would divide obliterations into two great 
classes o n ly: light and heavy ; those that are only just 
sufficient to cancel the stamp, without destroying its 
interest as a specimen, and those which so deface and 
disfigure it as to render it useless for purposes of study. 
Between these two extremes there are of course in
numerable gradations, and the desirability of the 
specimen will vary accordingly. Strictly speaking, 
stamps obliterated with the word s p e c im e n  or 
c a n c elle d  would come into the more desirable 
class, and so in many cases would stamps cancelled in 
pen and ink, but there is a prejudice against all three 
of these obliterations. The first two have been applied 
at various times to impressions of doubtful nature, 
unissued varieties, special printings, reprints, etc., but 
where the stamps bearing them are portions of lots 
that were actually issued for use, they should be at 
least on a par with copies postmarked to order. Pen- 
and-ink cancellation is considered generally to imply 
fiscal use, but if the stamp is a postage stamp the 
manner of its use cannot alter its nature. For instance, 
a business man buys two penny stamps at the post 
office, one of them he uses in receipting a bill, the 
other he puts on the envelope returning the receipted 
bill to his customer. W hat difference can there be 
between the two stamps? A  private person cannot 
alter the nature of Government stamps, although he 
may be permitted to use them in different ways.

Cancelled in Pen and Ink 
I recollect that in the early day's of 

stamps an appreciable proportion of those 
prepaying postage was cancelled with pen 
and ink. I remember that in the sixties, 
when I regularly received Chilian stamps 
by each month’s mail, most of them were 
cancelled with pen and ink, two or three 
strokes or a couple of dashes crossed. I 
remember also that in the village in which 
1 then rusticated the local postmistress 
regularly cancelled with pen and ink the 
stamps on letters posted in her letter
box for delivery in the village, and if she 
caught sight of any stamp on the inward 
mails that had escaped cancellation, she 
would cancel it with her pen and ink. 
Later on, I believe, an order must have 
been circulated requiring the dating stamp 
to be used for cancelling.

Fiscal v. Postal Cancellations
But Major Evans’s remarks beg the 

question as to the separation of fiscal and 
postal cancellations. Of course, as he 
says, a cancellation cannot alter the nature 
of a stamp, but it can indicate its use, 
and the stamp collector, in my humble 
opinion, very rightly insists upon postal 
cancellations on the used stamps which 
he places in his collections. There are, 
of course, cases in which it is next to 
impossible to insist upon a distinct postal 
cancellation; when, for instance, the same 
dating stamp is used for cancelling Tele
graph stamps. But, generally speaking, 
the well-informed dealer can and, so far 
as possible, does reject all but postal can
cellations.
Chalk surfaced Paper

The exciting topic of the hour is the 
news that in future our De la Rue colonial 
stamps, and probably our English stamps 
before long, will be all printed on chalk
surfaced paper.

Chalk-surfaced paper is an additional 
safeguard against the fraudulent cleaning 
of stamps, and it also yields better results 
than ordinary paper from the printingpoint 
of view. It is a paper which is coated 
with a preparation of chalk, and then 
highly rolled so as to give it a glazed 
appearance. This surface is so sensitive 
that if wetted, as, for instance, to soak 
off the back of an envelope, portions of 
the design will easily rub off'. Hence in 
the near future the collection of fine used 
copies will be rendered much more difficult.

Now as to the collectability of this 
chalk-surfaced paper as a variety, I am 
glad to learn from the Editor of G . S . IV. 
that it is not intended to catalogue it in 
this weekly of ours. It is essentially a 
specialist’s variety.
Already in Use

Chalk-surfaced paper has long been in 
use in some of our colonies and by some 
foreign countries. Portugal has used it 
since 1893 ; Egypt since 1902 ; and New 
South Wales current stamps have been 
printed on it since 1902. And a great many 
stamps are printed on chalk-surfaced paper 
that have escaped recognition.
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The Fate of Surcharges

Our friends across the pond, or at least 
a few of them, have a bee in their bonnet 
that they cannot get rid of over the ques
tion of surcharges. One American stamp 
paper that lies before me seriously asks, 
“ What is to be the fate of surcharges? 
Will they continue to be collected? ”

Can’t you fancy a collector of British 
East Africa, British Bechuanaland, Zulu- 
land, Transvaal, Turks Islands, etc., 
asking such a crank what on earth the 
fellow means ? This same authority tells 
us that “ watermarks are eschewed by 
the great majority ”! But be it noted 
“our own colonial possessions, the Philip
pines, Guam, etc.,” are to be excepted. 
That Programme!

As I anticipated, that blessed pro
gramme of the forthcoming International 
Philatelic Exhibition is not yet in evidence, 
nor can I learn of any notice having yet 
been issued calling the General Committee 
together to approve of its publication. 
If the Juniors had been managing this 
business, they would have had the whole 
of the stamp world discussing its features

THAT BUTCHER-
By W . E. IMESON

A N awful type of butcher-boy 
I once tried, to my loss,

T o  interest in stamps—to wean 
The lad from pitch-and-toss.

From pitch-and-toss to manslaughter 
That lad was bound to go  :

Stamps could not save, but might, at least.
His progress render slow.

An album, with a hundred stamps—
T o  suit the lad’s crude taste—

I bought for “  Hill”  (a higher grade 
Of stamps had proved a waste).

The countries, tho', he jumbled so 
’Twas hard a stamp to find,

The hinging of that little “  lot ’’
Well-nigh unhinged his mind.

I fathered that collection, but 
I fathomed not Bill's mood,

His heart indeed was like a stone,
His head—a block of wood.

For packets many a “  bob ” from me 
Had Bill—and now he brags 

That all those “ bobs”  in packets went—
O f five-a-penny “  fags ’’ !

Free education seems indeed 
A  farce— yes, that’s a fact—

For savages like Bill Smith show 
How futile is the Act.

Is the curriculum at fault?
Should we the system blame?

For even wild, sixth-standard boys 
Stamps ought, at least, to tame.

long since. However, I am prepared to 
take 2 to i that it will be out before 
Christmas.
The Minor Variety

The minor variety is having a bad time 
of it. Says one writer in an American 
periodical, “The minor variety is slowly 
being reduced to its deserved position of 
comparative unimportance.” Ah! Per
haps that writer is not acquainted with 
Ewen and Hawkins, who have been hew
ing and hawking minor varieties galore. 
So far from the minor variety being ousted 
from its position, I do not remember a 
time when it was more in evidence. Of 
course, in G. S. JV. we ignore it, for we 
cater only for the general collector and 
the beginner.

Then we are told that “the minor 
variety, if left alone, would bespeak for 
itself only a modest share of favour." 
One would imagine the poor minor variety 
was an aggressive sort of animal, “ to be 
left alone.” We shall probably be advised 
next to scratch out the words, “ Beware 
of the dog,” and post up in their stead, 
“ Beware of the minor variety.”

|

Yes, butcher-boys are slaves to vice,
Tho* education's free:

One day, with brutal frankness, BUI 
Smith Junior said to me :

** Them K in g’s an* Queen's *eads wot you talks 
About’s all w erry fine.

But, gu v’nor, straight, it ain't no use—
Sheep’s ’eads is more my line ! **

W h y  did I try to civilize 
A  creature so perverse?

I thought that from a sow’s ear I 
(Poor fool!) could make a purse.

The leopard cannot change his spots.
Gold cannot come from dross,

In life Bill’s no ambition—save 
T o  win at pitch-and-toss.

W ith shameless glee he showed me once 
A  coin that he’d just “  swapped ”

For half his stamps—it proved he’d not 
The gambling habit dropped.

The numismatic William said :
“  Stamps, arter all, is ro t;

This double-’eaded penny ’ere’s 
W uth all the bloomin’ lo t! ”

At last I asked to see Bill’s book,
But did not get a peep 

(A  lad will stick at nothing who's 
Been used to sticking sheep).

He’d sold it, and he coolly said :
' ‘ Some ‘ read y’ raise I must.

Bank ’oliday’s a cornin’ and—
I’m goin* on the bust! ”
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NEW ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers if they will help him with the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANK/VELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Colonial Stamp Paper.— W e quote the following 
announcement from Eaten s Weekly Stamp Xevos. It 
has been expected for some weeks.

“  In 1901 New South W ales introduced a new kind 
of paper for printing its postage stamps. It is known 
to stamp collectors as ‘ chalk-surfaced* or ‘ chalky* 
paper, and stamps printed on it have a much liner 
appearance. But hitherto its use has been limited to 
the stamps of N ew  South W ales and certain others 
printed at the Government Printing Office at Sydney  
(notably the Australian Commonwealth Postage Due 
series). The Crown Agents have now adopted it for 
the stamps of the Crown Colonies.

“ Stamps printed on the present Crown C C  or 
Crown C A  paper can be cleaned, if the stamps are 
printed in any other colour than lilac and green and 
if the cancellation is not of specially prepared ink. It 
consequently follows that all stamps intended for 
revenue as well as postal use—that is to say, all which 
are likely to have a  pen cancellation— must be printed 
wholly or partly in green or lilac. This gives the 
stamps a very similar appearance and renders them 
less easy to distinguish. The Postal Union recom
mendation that Ad. stamps should be green, id. stamps 
red, and 2Ad. stamps blue, can also only partially be 
carried out, these colours being limited to the name 
and value of the stamps in the case of several colonies. 
There is therefore a choice of two evils in connection 
with the present paper ; either there must be a risk of 
cleaning or the stamps must be ail similar in colour. 
The disadvantages of this latter system are consider
able, and when it was tried in England in 1884, it led 
to many mistakes and was quickly abandoned.

“ The chalk-surfaced paper is, however, practically 
uncleanable, and has the additional advantage that 
stamps printed on it have a much finer appearance. 
The disadvantages are that it is a little more expensive 
and that it is unsuitable for printing iinc-eugraved 
stamps, such as those of the Falkland and Turks 
Islands.

“ There is thus a delightful prospect in store for the 
stamp collector ! The Crown Agents will have to 
keep both stocks of multiple Crown C A  paper in 
stock, unless they obtain new plates for printing the 
Falkland Islands and other similar stamps. W hat if 
the two stocks should get m ixed? Or first printings 
can be on the old paper and later printings on the 
new !

“ W e should be inclined to think that the new 
paper will at first only be brought into use for those 
colonies which specially ask for it, and these are 
likely to be the ‘ Postage and Revenue* colonies. 
The first stamps on the new paper are to hand from 
Sierra I.eone, but rumour states that the change has 
also been made in Southern Nigeria, Northern 
Nigeria, and Hong K ong. As regards the latter two 
places we should imagine a mistake has been made. 
The last consignment of Hong K ong stamps (No. ‘ H ') 
was due to be sent out in July, 190^, and sufficient 
time has hardly elapsed for us to hear if the new paper 
was made use of. The ‘ G ’ consignment sent out to 
Hong Kong in Jaouary was on the old paper.’*

\ft is not our intention to treat chalk-surfaced paper 
as a collectable variety fo r  the young collector, and  wc 
shall not, therefore, further notice the variety.—E d. 
G .S . W.)

Bechuanaland.— E ve n 's  Weekly says: “ It would 
seem that this protectorate is going to discontinue its 
•Postage and Revenue’ series as regards the high

values. W e  shall not therefore get 2s., 2s. 6d., 5s.,
1 os., ;£ i, and £ 5  King's Head stamps. W e  under
stand from the Stamp Collector s Fortnightly that the 
obsolete 2s. 6d. and £ \  of the Queen's Head stamps 
have been replaced by the handsome K ing's Head 
Transvaal Revenue stamps of the same values over
printed ‘ Bechuanaland Protectorate’ in black in two 
lines. Both are reported to have been seen used 
postally.'*

Cyprus.— In E w en s Weekly for August 19th it is 
stated that “ the now famous 9 piastre Cyprus”  (re
ferring, no doubt, to the variety with single C A )  
“  was never issued to the public.” This, replies Major 
Evans in the Monthly Jo u rn al, “  is quite a  mistake. 
Our publishers received a few of these stamps and 
had them on sale at is. 6d. each, used, before it was 
realized that they were scarce. A  copy in their 
possession, on a portion of the original envelope, is 
clearly dated ‘ May 30th, ’04.’ From inquiries we 
have made, we gather that between sixty and ninety 
of these stamps were used before the balance of the 
stock was bought up by a dealer. The stamp in a 
used condition is undoubtedly much scarcer than 
unused, which probably accounts for Mr. Ewen never 
having met with a copy.'*

Dutch Indies.— Prw isional.— W e are indebted to 
M r. C . Grenier for an early copy of a new provisional 
just issued. It consists of a surcharge of “  10 cent.*' 
in bold lower-case letters, printed diagonally from 
lower left to right upper corner, with full stop after 
the word “ cent.”  T he stamp surcharged is the cur
rent 20 cent, greenish slate.

Provisional.
“ 10 cent.” on ao c., greenish slate.

Japan.— On p. 138 we chronicled the issue of a 
3 sen value issued at Tokio in commemoration of the 
taking over by Japan of the Corean postal service. 
W e  now quote from the Monthly Journ al the following 
official letter relating to the issue :—

“ Y okohama, J uly 27th, 1905.
“  SiK ,— 1 have the honour to ask you to be so kind 

as to acquaint the public with the following:—
“  ‘ A  three Sen postage stamp for the Commemora

tion of the amalgamation of the Postal, Telegraphic, 
and Telephonic Services in japan and Korea will be 
on sale from the 1st Ju ly  next at the 1st and 2nd Class 
Post Offices in Japan or the Post Offices and postal 
agencies in Korea, as well as at the Japanese Post 
Offices in China, but not at the 3rd Class Post Offices 
in Japan. It may be used only for the local mail 
deliverable m Japan and Korea or the Japanese Post 
Offices in China, and not for the mail matter intended 
for abroad.’

“  I have the honour to be, Sir,
“  Your obedient Servant,

“ (Signed) T . A o n t m a , 
“ Superintendent of Foreign Mails.”

Sierra Leone.— Emeu's Weekly Stamp Xeats says 
there has been a reissue of Queen's Heads here. 
“ Most of the K ing 's Head stamps with single 
watermark were suddenly withdrawn from sale or 
bought up, and as there was only a small supply of 
K ing's Head stamps with multiple watermark on 
hand, the Queen’s Head stamps were reissued. The  
correspondence of many large firms (unconnected 
with Philately) has for the last few mails uniformly 
been stamped with Queen's Head stamps.”
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MISCELLANEOUS
A  Vanished Treasure
O n e  of our travellers used to visit the whole of Spain 
twice a year. That was a mine of exceptional rich
ness to be worked, so 1 begged this traveller to insist, 
in the case of all the customers visited by him, that 
they would promise to overhaul their old letters and 
turn out their drawers and cupboards, just to see if 
they could lind some private letters bearing stamps, 
for the latter might have been rare. This being 
asked as a personal favour, all, or nearly all of them, 
grumbling more or less, gave him their tribute. I 
had drawn the special attention of my traveller to the 
“ bear”  stamps of Madrid, i and 3 cuartos, bronze. 
These were still some of the desirables of those days. 
One did not say much about the other Spanish stamps 
— little was known of them ; but the “ bear’* was 
popular as well as rare, and thus it was one of the 
things most wanted by the public.

It appears that, after a great deal of trouble, he 
had managed to get together a nice little lot of these 
famous “ bears,” as atso a certain number of other 
stamps of various values and issues, among them 
those with values in reales, including perhaps the 
Dos Keales of 1851-3, which 1 had specially recom
mended to him ; in short, he had made a splendid 
harvest, which he was happy and proud to bring 
back to me. But, here below, luck is everything; at 
the moment of coming to me with his hands full, he 
perceived with despair that his hands were em pty; 
the envelope containing the stamps, brought together 
with so much trouble, had disappeared. Mad he for
gotten it, left it behind, or had it been stolen? He 
could never discover, and no trace of it was ever 
found. As soon as he found out the loss of the en
velope on reaching Paris, he wrote at once to the 
hotel where he had stayed last, but that was only lost 
labour, as might have been expected. No one had 
found anything, no one knew anything. There re
mained to my poor friend nothing but a few stamps, 
about half a dozen, among which, saved from the 
wreck, was a 1 cuarto “ bear”  of Madrid, which had 
been picked up at the last moment.

Some time passed before he and I were able to 
console ourselves (especially myself) for this irrepar
able loss: the sources from which he had obtained 
them were then dried up.

To alleviate somewhat the pain caused by the loss 
of that little fortune, I had a good photograph made 
of the 1 cuarto “ bear,” the only copy that remained 
to me, and I sold a considerable number of the photo
graphs at 50 centimes each. But that was a feeble 
compensation.

Pierre Mahd in the "M onthly Jo u rn a l."  
Public Pigeon Post
Next month, for the first time on record, the public 
will have an opportunity of sending messages by 
naval wireless telegraphy and naval pigeon post.

The sailors At Portsmouth arc arranging to hold a 
tournament during the week of the Trafalgar Cen
tenary, and in connexion with this, wireless tele
graphic communication will be established with 
Poldhu. It is also proposed to allow the public to 
send by pigeon post messages for transmission by 
wireless telegraphy from different places.

D aily  M ail, Sept., 1905.
Letters of Nations
T he Postal Union lias just issued a return for 1904, 
which gives some interesting figures as to interna
tional postage. The United States sends most letters 
—4109 millions during the year. Great Britain fol
lows with 2597 millions, and Germany with 1648 
millions. France sends 844 millions, and no other

country reaches 500 millions. The use of post cards 
has enormously increased. The German ICmpire 
heads the list with 1161 millions posted during the 
year. The United States comes second with 770.̂  
millions. Tit-Hits.
Chalk-Surfaced Paper
S o  the news has leaked out at last, despite the 
attempts which have been made to keep it back as 
long as possible. Our colonial stamps, and in all 
probability our own stamps of Great Britain, are to be 
printed in future on chalk-surfaced paper.

This means that the specialist will have to get a 
fresh set all round of those colonies whose stamps are 
printed by Messrs. De la Rue and Co.

But the young collector and the general collector 
may congratulate themselves that there is no need 
whatever for them to take any notice of such a change, 
for chalk-paper is purely a specialist variety.

A  Curious Letter
The postmaster at Chicago the other day received a 
letter from two ladies in a small town in Michigan 
that breaks the record as a freak communication in 
the realm of stampdom. T h e letter was in reply to a 
postal card from the Chicago postmaster asking the 
Michigan ladies to forward one cent each to supply 
the deticiency in postage on a parcel addressed to 
each of them. Their letter was as follows:—

“  M y Dear Mr. Postmaster—Thank you so kindly 
for being so kind as to kindly say you would forred 
our mail if we sent a 1 sent stamp each. W e haintgot 
no t sent stamp He cant get none nohow not haven no 
horse and liven 6 mi from the village &  feelen real 
poorly with the agur and rumatiz so we thot you 
would be so kind as to cut the two sent stamp in too 
we woodant bother you only we are widders & haint 
got no men to do nothing for us dear Mr. Coyne it is 
so kind of you to take such an interest in u< as to tell 
us about those parcels &  we will alius think kindly of 
you. Your umball serfants.

“  P .S .—Oh Mr. Coyne, please don’t tell anyone we 
wrote to you because we are veray respectable.”

The postmaster was rather put to it to figure out 
just how it would be a reflection upon the respectability 
of the ladies to write to him, but he overlooked that 
phase of the matter and forwarded the parcels.

Metropolitan Philatelist, C\S. 
James Chalmers v. Rowland Hill 
A s some non-philatelic journals have recently re
started the circulation of some long-exploded myths 
as to James Chalmers having been the originator of 
the adhesive stamp, it may be well to republish the 
following authoritative statement by Judge Philbrick, 
who, as President of the Philatelic Society of London, 
in May, 1890, wrote as follows to the Standard  news
paper :—

“ The London Society some years ago investigated 
the whole subject, and after a long and careful inquiry 
and consideration of the original documents, unani
mously resolved that the claims put forward by Mr. 
Patrick Chalmers, on behalf of his late father, were 
'unsubstantiated.' Since then the Society has seen 
no reason to alter its views.

“  On the question of priority there can be no doubt 
that Sir Rowland Hill was first in the field, for, as 
stated in your article, he, in his evidence given before 
the Commissioners of Post Office Inquiry on 13 
February, 1837, proposed the use of adhesive as well 
as other kinds of postage stam ps; while Mr. Chalmers, 
both in his printed proposals and in his original 
letters, which are in my possession, states that he first 
made his plan public in November, 1837.”
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

C H A P T E R  X IX  {continued)

Wherein Betty proves to William that a ll roads lead to 
Rome, even that by way o f  S e w  York,

“  T K N E W  you were having me spied upon,”  said 
J. William,

“ Oh, what an ugly w o r d !” returned Betty.
“  I simply took an interest in your proceedings. So  
I was informed that you had taken places for the 
1M ..M .—a whole saloon, if you please—and that 
alone showed me you were going to Naples—a place 
I don’t know, but which is very celebrated, and which 
I shall be delighted to see. O f course I don’t ask 
vou what you are going to do there ; it is as much to 
your interest to keep it a secret as it is to mine to 
discover it. But you, Mr. Keniss, who are so touchy 
as to other people’s acts, it seems to me that your 
stamp------”

“ Oh, Miss B e t ty !”  And William, greatly dis
tressed, poured forth reasons, excuses, and justifica
tions, all telling against John, so many and so well, 
that Betty said, as she offered him her hand—

“ Bah ! I know perfectly well that it is no fault of 
yours. Vou are far too honourable and courteous, 
and such a suspicion never once entered m y mind.”  

Whether sincere or diplomatic—and can one ever 
know how to take a woman’s w o r d ?— it produced 
its effect, for William was moved, and, seizing her 
little hand, carried it to his lips, retaining it in his own 
rather longer than a man who is indifferent is wont 
to do.

They arrived at Turin, and, while the train stopped 
a few minutes under the magnificent arch and 
sumptuous arcades which give this station the aspect 
rather of a cathedral or palace than a railway station, 
John, quite out of breath, entered the compartment 
occupied by Betty, William, and Victoria.

“  Oh, sir, do come at once. I think that gentleman 
who came with you is really very ill.”

“ What is the matter with h im ?”
“  He is mad. W hile I was busy in the dressing- 

room he carried off all the bags and ran away. But I 
saw him as lie was just going out of the station, and I 
caught him and brought him back by force into the 
carriage.”

“  Hear ! h ear!”  said Betty mysteriously.
“ Vou will excuse me if I go and see h im ?”  asked 

William.
“  Go and help the poor man, by all means.”
The Stamp K ing left his neighbour, and found 

Commander Luigi had thrown himself again on his 
bed, under heaps o f rugs and in the midst of the 
scattered baggage.

“ I hear you are feeling worse.”
An indistinct rattling sound came from among the 

pillows and cushions, and at first William could make 
nothing of this strange invalid. Then the commander, 
having risked a glance and perceived that his com
panion had returned alone, raised his head, perspiring, 
red, and suffocating.

“  W hy, my dear friend, you arc being smothered 
down there! ”  cried William.

“ Oh, no, I‘m all right. It’s the infusion.”
“  How do you feel ? Where is the pain ? ”
“  All over, and in no place in particular. It is very 

bad.”
The commander’s eyes never left the door which

separated the two compartments of the saloon. Once 
the handle moved at the shaking of the train as it 
started, and he plunged again into the midst of the 
rugs, and for a quarter of an hour could not be 
persuaded to show the tip of Ins nose.

“ W hat can I do for you? Is there anything that 
would relieve y o u ? ” persisted William.

A  stifled voice, deadened by the thick coverings 
as by a ga g, replied—

“ Nothing, nothing. Do be quiet. Leave me 
alone.”

The poor man seemed so feeble and depressed that 
his friend thought it wrould be more charitable to 
leave him in peace, as sleep would have a more 
salutary effect upon hint than all the medicine in the 
world. But he stayed near, so as to be ready to 
assist him in case of need, and thus the journey 
proceeded till they arrived at Genoa, enlivened by 
the beauty of the scenery and the splendour of the 
blue Mediterranean, which came into sight as they 
left the Apennines. But from time to time he paid a 
short visit to Miss Betty.

“ W ell, what n ew s?”  the girl would ask.
“ Still very weak. I can’t make out what is the 

matter."
After passing Genoa evening fell, and finally, when 

night blotted out the lovely ;mnorama of indented 
coast and sapphire sea, William went to pay a last, 
good-night visit to h’ls neighbour.

“ Is he better n o w ? ” asked Miss Betty for the 
hundredth time.

“ He does not seem to improve at all, but has 
alternate stages of frenzy and prostration which quite 
alarm me. I tried to persuade him just to glance at 
this fascinating Gulf of Genoa, but even that could 
not rouse him from his stupor."

“  He must indeed be very ill,”  observed Betty with 
a smile.

“  I had thought of doing him a kindness b y asking 
you to go and see him, as he was not able to come to 
you. I explained that I knew you very well and that
you would not mind coming------”

“ And th e n ?” asked Betty, looking puzzled.
“ Oil, then he was really terrible. He jumped up 

like a madman, with staring eyes, crying, “ No, no, 
no one ! Don’t bring anyone ! Don’t bring h e r! ”  

“ One would think I was not much in sympathy 
with him ," returned the little American gaily. Then 
she drew from her bag a little box, which she opened, 
and took out the pin found in her trunk a few days 
earlier, on her first arrival at the Hotel Bristol.

“ W hen you dress to-morrow morning,” she said, 
“ put this pin in your tie. I found it by accident in 
Paris, and I think I cannot make a better use of it 
than b y giving it to you."

This was uttered with such charming grace, and 
with an air so free and yet so full of reserve, that 
William took the gold serpent twining round the 
malachite and overwhelmed her with thanks, declaring 
he would never wear any other.

“  Vou will tell me what the—the—what do you call
him ?------ ”

“ Commander ?  ”
“ Yes, what the commander thinks of it. I feel 

sure he will admire it. But be sure and not show it 
to anyone before to-morrow.”

A  sudden thought occurred to William.
“ You are so kind to me,” he said, “ and I am
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ashamed that you should have been beforehand with 
m e ; but I will not wait any longer before offering 
you a diamond, which came into my hands in a no 
less remarkable w ay in London, and which 1 meant 
for you."

W hile speaking he was searching in his pockets, 
especially the one in which he felt sure he had put the 
Maharajah's diamond, but, to his great surprise, how
ever much he searched he could find nothing.

“  It is very strange,”  he murmured ; “  1 was so sure 
of having kept it about me.”  And he felt and felt 
with growing anxiety.

“ I must have buried it at the bottom of a bag 
without thinking,” he ejaculated. “  I will look for it 
to-morrow by daylight.”

Hetty, noticing how disconcerted he was at the 
failure of his research, tried to comfort him.

“ No doubt you have packed it with your other 
things. I thank you none the less, and consider the 
gracious act accomplished.”

William then retired into his compartment, shut the 
door anti drew the bolts, which appeared to give the 
commander great relief.

“ Ah, that is better! ” he said, stretching himself.
“  Indeed ! I am very glad to hear you are feeling 

better. W ill you come and see Miss S c o tt?"
“ No, n o !” returned Spartivento hastily. “ W e  

must not disturb her now. It is too late.”
The commander walked up and down the carpet 

laid across the saloon, stretching, yawning, and shak
ing himself, as a man who is thankful at relinquishing 
an uncomfortable position.

“ W hile I think of it," said William, but without 
attaching any importance to the matter, “ w hy did 
you leave the train at Turin in such a hurry, carrying 
off the portmanteaus with you ? ”

“  Do you know I actually thought we had come to 
the end of our journey," returned the commander. 
“  M y ideas were so confused, and my head in such a 
muddle, that I felt sure I heard them cry, ‘ Naples! 
Naples! All change."”

William, being very tired, went immediately to bed, 
reassured now as to his companion’s health, while the 
express continued on its route towards Rome.

C H A P T E R  X X

Iftm  William^ though Hetty's creditor, is about to 
become her debtor.

T O W A R D S  half-past six in the morning they 
arrived in Rome. As there was only a short 
stop there before the train left for Naples, 

William and Betty, anxious though they both were 
to take a peep at the Eternal City, had but just time to 
glance at S. Maria degli Angcli and S . Maria Mag- 
giorc, and only at the exterior of these, and then 
were obliged to return hastily to the station.

During their absence John and Victoria had been 
walking up and down the platform talking of their 
own little affairs,

“  W ell, Mr, Cockburn, goodness only knows where 
we are going ! ” said Victoria.

“  But I know too,” said John with a patronising air. 
“ Yes, yes, to Naples; but after th a t?”
“  That is u secret.”
“  Oh ! ” returned the girl with dignity, ** I don’t a-k 

you to tell me. And vet it interests me. for our 
marriage suffers by it. W hat delays there are ! "  she 
added with a sigh. “  Doesn't the time seem long to 
you ? ”

“ Oh, yes, certainly,” returned John negligently. 
“ Then when do you think we shall be able to 

marry ? ”
“ You are always asking me that. I will think 

about it.”
“ You always say that.” And Victoria continued 

her melancholy complaints as they walked along 
under the great glass roof by the side of the train, 
now ready to start.

The commander, who was watching them from the 
saloon, whence he had not yet issued, chose a  moment 
when their backs were turned, seized all the small 
baggage, jumped out, and ran to qne of the doors 
leading out of the station.

“  Your ticket,”  demanded the man in charge.
“  I’ ll give it you in a minute. Can’t you see my 

hands are fu ll?”
“  1 can't let you go  out without your ticket.”
The discussion was grow ing warm, when William 

and Betty suddenly appeared at the same door, coming 
into the station. Quick as lightning the commander 
turned on his heels and rushed back to the saloon, 
climbed in, and threw himself again among his rugs. 
Betty, who had had a good view of him, began to 
laugh, and William, always full of solicitude for his 
companion, was troubled to see that his strange illness 
had returned after his partial recovery the evening 
before.

“  It just shows what a feverish state he is in,” 
he said. “  I sincerely hope the poor man will arrive 
home without any mishap.”

But in his haste the commander had let fall one of 
his own bags, which, as it rolled along the pavement, 
opened, and scattered some of its contents. William, 
coming after him, stooped to put them back again, 
and what was his surprise to see, among the combs 
and tooth-brushes strewn on the ground, a shining 
object, which he immediately recognised as the dia
mond he had bought in London from the Maharajah 
of Brahmapootra

“ W ell,”  said he, “ how in the world could this 
diamond get into the commander’s b a g ? ”

“ Apparently the commander must have put it 
there,” returned Betty.

“ He is mad,”  concluded the Stamp K ing, “ or he 
must be the most absent-minded of men.”

A t these words Betty made a little impatient gesture, 
which passed unnoticed. Then she returned to her 
compartment, and William, after presenting her with 
the diamond, regained his.

(T o be continued,)
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Durban a n d  D istrict P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty

P r e s i d e n t J .  W a l l a c e  B r a d l e y .

S e c r e t a r y  :  A .  G u t t e s e n ,  2 5 ,  C a s t l e  A r c a d e ,  D u r b a n .

M e e t in g s  :  B r i s t o w 's  B u i ld in g s ,  D u r b a n .

A n n u a l S u b s c r i p t i o n  :  S e n io r s ,  5 a . ;  J u n io r s ,  2 s .  6 d .

A Coming' Stamp Exhibition
THE seventh genera) meeting of the Durban and 
District Philatelic Society was held at their rooms, 
Bristow’s Buildings, W est Street, on Tuesday evening. 
Mr. G. E. McLaren, the Vice-President, was in the 
chair, the President, Mr. J .  W allace Bradley, being 
unable to attend until later in the evening. A  few 
amendments to the existing rules were made, princi
pally one which now invites visitors in town to attend 
the meetings* T h e minutes of the last meeting being 
read by the Secretary, M r. A . Guttesen, 25, Castle 
Arcade, Mr. M cLaren intimated his intention of 
awarding a prize of ^ 5  5s. for the best collection 
exhibited at an exhibition to be held during June,
1906. Other prizes will also be offered and competed 
for. An exhibition is to be held during December 
next, when a splendid variety of collections, sheets of 
stamps, etc., will be shown for the first time in 
Durban. I*ast month’s packet of stamps in circulation 
amongst the members is %*alued at over ^ 4 0 . The 
subscription is only 5s. per annum, and the privileges 
gained by becoming a member are many and advan
tageous. For the disposal o f stamps only 15 per cent, 
is charged, this commission going to the Society’s 
benefit.

The Chairman urged the members to use every 
effort to bring the philatelic circle in Durban closer 
together, and, with such distinguished personages 
as His Excellency the Governor and Sir Benjamin 
Greenacre as patrons, all those having stamps, whether 
beginners or collectors of years’ standing, should

make a point of not only attending the Society's 
meetings, which are held every first and third Tues
day of the month, but of becoming active members. 
Tuesday next, the 15th, at 7.45 p.m., will, it is hoped, 
sec the room again filled with philatelic friends, young 
and old.

T h e  J u n io r  P h ila te lic  S oc ie ty
P r e s i d e n t :  F r e d  J .  M elv ille .
S e c r e t a r y :  H . F .  J o h n s o n , 4 , P o r t l a n d  P l a c e  N o r th ,  C la p h a m  

R o a d , S . W .
M e e t i n g s :  F n e t t r  H a ll , S t r a n d ,  W .C .
A n n u a l S u b s c r ip t i o n  :  1s .  6 d .

I n  anticipation of the full and extensive programme 
of meetings for the coming season of the Junior 
Philatelic Society, it is now definitely announced that 
the first meeting will be held at Exeter Hall on Satur
day, 7 October, when it is hoped that all members 
who can possibly attend will do so. It is urged also 
that they bring any friends of the stampic persuasion, 
and introduce them to the advantages of membership 
in this Society, which is now the largest in the country. 
T h e  full programme of over twenty meetings will be 
sent to any one who writes for ic, as soon as it is ready, 
which will be in a day or two. Applicants should 
therefore write for this interesting programme at 
once. A n y one desirous of joining the Society (annual 
subscription is. 6d.) is invited to apply at once for 
election at the opening meeting, when it is expected 
a good number of new members will be elected.

Am ong the items on the lengthy programme for the 
opening meeting are an auction, the President's address, 
a paper, and a display. Every stamp collector (lady 
or gentleman) is invited to attend. All communications 
should be addressed to the Honorary Secretary, H. F. 
Johnson, 4. Portland Place North, Clapham Road, 
London, S .W .

THE STAMP MARKET
By AN ODD LOT
Auction Catalogues
I’ P to the time of writing the only auction catalogue 
that has reached me is that of Giendining and Co. 
It is true they start a day or two before the others, 
but, even so, some other catalogues should be out 
before this. A  few seasons ago there was a great deal 
of complaint over the late issue of catalogues. An 
auction catalogue of a stamp sale should be out at 
least a month in advance to give time for the receipt 
of American and Continental bids. T o  send out a 
catalogue a few days only before the sale is to seriously 
jeopardize the property to be offered. It is not fair to 
either buyer or seller.

Following Sales
I HEAR that Messrs. Glendining and Co. have already 
received a good number of important collections for 
auction, amongst which is the very fine collection 
formed by M r. N. de Schoulepnikow, of Tour-de- 
Peilz, Switzerland. This collection is exceptionally 
strong in all the stamps of Portugal and Colonies, as 
the owner lived for some time in Lisbon and had 
unusual facilities.

Another collection is that of Mr. Sherring, of Bristol, 
particulars of which will be announced in due course.

Collections sold to Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.
M e ssr s . S t a n l e y  G ih u o n s , L t d . ,  announce that 
during the summer months they have made some 
very important purchases of fine specialized collec
tions, amongst which is a collection formed by Baron 
Anthony de W orm s of the stamps of the W est Coast 
of Africa, including Gambia, Gold Coast. Sierra Leone, 
Lagos, and St. Helena. This collection is exception
ally strong in stamps in blocks, and every copy is 
mint. Another important purchase recently was the 
fine specialized collection formed by Mr. H. R. Old
field of Colombia and all its States. Included in this 
is an especially fine lot of Tolima type-set stamps of 
the first issue, including a number of plates complete, 
and others partially constructed, as well as a large 
quantity of single stamps. In the rare first issue of 
Antioquia there were no less than seven copies of the
2.\ c., five copies (including a pair) of the 5  c., four of 
the rare 10 c., and six of the 1 peso. This collection 
is in three volumes, and can now be sent on approval 
to all those who care to see it.

Other fine collections purchased include a highly 
specialized collection of the stamps of Tasmania, in 
which there are nearly forty copies of the id., blue, 
first issue, including three unused and a plate nearly
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complete. O f the 4d., octagonal, there are a number 
unused, two plates partly remade, and a superb un
used copy of that great rarity the 4d., on paper laid 
with wide lines. The later issues are remarkably 
complete in all shades, used and unused, and in all 
varieties of perfs. and watermarks.

Several other specialized collections have been pur
chased, but are not at present on sale.

More Bloating
B e it noted that in Mr. Oldfield’s collection of Antio- 
quia “ there were no less than seven copies of the 2^c., 
five copies (including a pair) of the 5 c., four of the 
rare 10 c., and six of the 1 peso” of the rare first 
issue.

W icked man !
Only a few short months ago he started a crusade 

against bloating. lie  pilloried such collectors as 
Mr. Vernon Roberts, Mr. E. J. Nankivell, and others 
for gobbling up so many copies of rare stamps when 
one copy would have sufficed for all the purposes of 
collecting.

And now, alas, how are the mighty fallen!
The fact of the matter is that the specialist cannot 

refrain from bloating. Mr. Oldfield was a terrible 
bloater. He had Bolivia’s first issue by the sheet. 
Then he made public confession of the error of his 
ways, and started a crusade against bloating, and now

1 9 2

he has apparently fallen away from his own ideals and 
been bloating away, on the quiet, as bad as ever.
Gibbons New Stock Books
R e a d e r s  of G .S . IT. are not likely to be tempted lo 
go in for Stanley Gibbons Stock Books, but they will 
be interested in the values attached to the latest lot 
which has been arranged ready for sale. These stock 
books are carefully arranged by well-known specialists 
and experts, who carefully weed out every doubtful 
stamp and then arrange the pick of the stock in proper 
order and in a manner to tempt the specialist.

W hen a new stock book of a country is made up 
there is a competition amongst the specialists of that 
country for first pick, and it is nothing uncommon for 
one collector to take from one such book stamps to 
the value of hundreds of pounds.

Here, then, is the list of the latent stock book* 
which have been arranged for sale. The Transvaal 
volumes must be a fine lot.

Transvaal, 2 vols. .
VALUE. 

. £2,j0o
Swazieland and Stellaland . 067
Danish W est Indies and Iceland 331
Salvador, 2 vols. . 202
Straits Settlements to Johor 73°
Perak to Sungei L'jong 716
Queensland, 2 vols. 1.324
German Colonies . 252
Turkey . . . . 298

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—W e regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of V ol. 1., all told. By  
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers* price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
J . Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
W ells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. 6d, per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

T he following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. F o rg e d ; 
G . Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

R. Reprint; W . Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1,000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of V ol. I. of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or les* 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous”  page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

OUR PHILATELIC DIARY
SEPTEMBER, 190;

18, 19,. &  so. Auction : Glendining &  Co., 7 Argyll Street, London. 4.30 p.m. 
a i 22. A uction: Plumridge &  Co., 64 Chancery Lane, London.

35. Liverpool Philatelic S o ciety : Discussion—How to increase the membership.
opened by A . M oflatt; D isplay—British South Africa and Persia. 

26 &  27. Auction : Puttick &  Simpson, 47 Leicester Square.
aS &  29. A uction : Ventom, Bull, & Cooper, Temple Hotel, Arundel Street, Strand, London.

Printed by W . B rendon &  S on, L td ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, L td ., 39L Strand, Londoo, W.C.
16 September, 190s.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By ED W AR D  J. N AN K IVELL

Austrian Italy

IN the sixteenth century Austria was the 
most powerful dynasty in the world. 
Its ruler was elected Emperor of 

Germany, and its dominion extended to 
the Netherlands and to Sicily. In the 
centuries that followed the wars for 
supremacy in Germany and Italy, Austria 
eventually lost ground, till in a war with 
Sardinia in 1859 she was compelled to 
cede Lombardy, and Venice was all 
that was left of her Italian possessions. 
Venetia was surrendered to Italy after 
the war of 1866.
But when the first issue of stamps was 

made in 1850 Austria still held the Lom- 
bardo-Venetian States, and for their use 
she provided duplicate series in Italian 
currency till 1866.
1850. Five values. Design, the Arms 

of Austria on a shield surmounted with 
the imperial crowr. Currency expressed 
in centesimi instead of kreuzers. This 
first issue was imperforate. In unused 
condition the stamps are very scarce, but

the whole set may be had used for a few 
pence.

5  c . ,  y e l lo w  ,

Imperforate. U nused.

S. it.
U sed.

s. ,f. 
i  6

i o c . ,  b la c k  . .  2 0  O 1  6

1 5 c . ,  re il .  1 5  0 0  1

3 0  c . ,  b r o w n  .

OOro 0  1

4 5  c . , b lu e — 0  2

1858-9. Five values. Design, embossed 
head of the Emperor with profile to left, 
the framework differing in all values. 
Currency changed to soldi instead of 
centesimi. The 3 soldi was issued with 
the other values first in black, but it was 
subsequently changed to green. The 
stamps were perforated. The designs
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were the same as those of the 1858-9 
series of Austria, which we illustrate.

2 sol., yellow

Perforated, Unused.
s. d,

. 5 0

Used. 
s. d.
i 3

3 .. black . 12 6 3 0
3 »♦ green • 7 6 6
5 »* red . 1 3 0 1

10 ,, brown • 5 0 0 3
15 .» blue . . 8 0 0 3

1861. T w o values. In 1858Austria
was compelled to cede Lombardy to Italy, 
and consequently provided only two values 
to serve with the unsold stock for use in 
the remaining Italian State of Venetia. 
The design was very simple, but neat: 
embossed head of the Emperor in profile 
to right in an upright oval band. Per
forated.

Perforated, Unused. Used.
S. d . s. d.

5 sol., dull red , 20 O 0 I
10 ,, brown 0OfO 0 8

1863. Five values. Design, embossed 
Arms of Austria in an upright oval. This 
design is practically the same as that of 
the last issue, with the substitution of the 
Arms for the head of the Emperor. This 
series was issued for use in the Italian 
State of Venetia and the consular offices 
in the Levant. Perforated.

2 sol., yellow

Perforated. Unused.
s. d.

. 0  9

Used. 
s. d. 
I O

3  ♦> green . O 4 0 4
$  ,, rose . . O 3 0 I

10 ,, blue . . 0 9 O I
15  ,,  brown . . 0 6 0  4

( Te i t  continued. )

PLEASE NOTE
The P r ic e s  quoted in the fo reg o in g  a rt ic le  a re  taken from  o u r p u b lis h e r s ' la test C a ta lo gu e, a n d  are, 
therefo re , the P r ic e s  a t Which Sto n iest G ib b o n s , L td ,, Wilt h a te  p le a s u re  in s u p p ly in g  a n y  o f  the 
sta m ps that m ay be needed b y  a n y  o f  o u r re a d e rs .

THE P H IL A T E L IS T 'S  COLLECTING BOOK.
For the coat pocket. W ith patent fastening to flap. Size, 6£x4£ inches. Handsomely bound in Art Cloth. 

Each book contains 12 pages, having four strips of linen, 3-inch wide, arranged horizontally, glued at the bottom 
edge and with the upper one open, for the safe retention and preservation of recent purchases or duplicates. 
A  large pocket is also provided at the back for Envelopes or Stamps in bulk. In daily use by leading London 
Collectors. No. 17, post-free, as. 7d. No. 18—oblong, 24 pages, 6 strips on each page, interleaved with strong 
glazed paper to prevent rubbing—post-free, 5s. 4 d .; abroad, 5s. 6d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C*
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WATERMARKS
By Rev. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.

{Continuedfrom page 182.)

UERE let me give the reader a short
1 object lesson in comparison of values. 

Take up the Catalogue and compare the 
id., olive-yellow, Gold Coast of 1876-9, 
watermark Crown C C, with the id., 
olive-yellow, of 1883, watermark Crown 
C A. The difference in value between 
the id., blue, of these same issues, which 
are identical, save for the watermark, will 
be found both interesting and instructive, 
and will have greater weight than any 
words of mine in teaching the value of a 
sound knowledge of watermarks.

Multiple watermarks are now the order 
of the day. The single watermark is 
fast disappearing. Our colonies have ex
hibited unexampled keenness in their de
sire to discard the single Crown C A 
and walk in the van of fashion. Most 
have already joined the ranks of the 
Stars and Crescents of the Sudanese, the 
Turtles of Tonga, and the Quatrefoils of 
Zanzibar. The multiple watermark has 
come to stay, and undoubtedly such a 
method of imprinting watermarks close 
together has its advantages. Stamps 
of any size can now be printed on the 
same watermarked paper without any 
fear that a stamp will not receive its fair 
share of watermark.

As an example of comparison of prices 
between stamps of recent date water
marked Crown CA and the same stamps 
on paper with multiple watermark, I ap
pend Gibbons New Catalogue list for some 
of the 1903 and 1904 issues of Cyprus.

1003-4. 1004.
Crown Multiple 
CA. Crown CA. 
s. <i. s. d.

h piastre, green and carmine, unused 0 3  0 1
2 piastres, blue and marone ,, 0 6  0 4
6 ,, «epia and green ,, 2 6 1 0
9 ,, brown and carmine ,, 12 6 1 6

Another form of Crown or Circlet is 
seen in the issues of Hanover between 
1851 and 1855. It is a crown of oak 
leaves. While the Prussian issue of
1850-6 presents a Wreath of Laurel as the 
watermark.

HANOVCR. PRUSSIA

1851-5. 1850-8.

In the matter of- emblems borrowed 
from heraldry the issues of our own 
country in the years 1855-7 present a 
fine crop. There are the Small, Medium, 
and Large Garters and the four heraldic 
flowers, viz., two Roses, a Thistle, and a 
Shamrock Leaf, which emblems, owing to 
their being placed in different positions, 
give rise to no less than eighteen varieties 
of watermark.

ORIAT BRITAIN.

1 8 5 5 - 7 .

A Spray of Rose followed in 1867, while 
a Maltese Cross, an Anchor, and an Orb 
fill up the gap between 1867 and 1880.

GRCAT BRITAIN.

1857- 70 . 18 7 8 - 8 0 .
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India found the Elephant’s Head a 
characteristic watermark in 1865 ; while 
Norway, ten years previously, took to 
herself a watermarked Lion Rampant 
armed with an Axe.

INDIA. NORWAY.

1865. 1855.

Other watermarks of an heraldic nature 
may be seen in the Swan of Western 
Australia; the Pyramid surmounted by 
a Rose and the Crescent and Star of 
Egypt; the Tower of Aragon for Spain ; 
Flowers of Myosotis for Lubeck; an 
Anchor with or without Cable for the Cape 
of Good Hope; a Maltese Cross for 
England ; a kind of shell-fish, the “ Ying- 
Yang,” for China; the “Sankho,” an
other sacred shell-fish, a divine emblem 
of Vishnu, at Travancore ; and a Toothed 
Wheel for Siam.

The Post-horn is seen in varied forms 
in the watermarks of the stamps of Bruns
wick, Holland, and Norway.

Certain British colonies have a Star as 
watermark. This Star is in three sizes, 
Large, Small, and Broad (i.e. broad at the 
points). The Large Star measures some 
15 to 16 millimetres across it, and figures 
in the long stamps of Ceylon, St. Helena, 
etc. The Small Star, 12 to 13̂ millimetres 
cross measurement, is seen in the ordinary
sized stamps of Grenada, Barbados, etc. 
Sometimes the Large Star was used as a 
watermark on the smaller stamps, with 
the result that the watermark comes any
where, and portions of two Stars may be 
found on the same stamp.

Here, again, let me indulge in another 
example of financial interest. The reader 
will remember that among the six best 
reasons given for collecting stamps by 
those who entered for the first com
petition in the Stam p W eekly, “Invest
ment” came out top of the list. If those 
252 competitors, and as many more as 
care to do so, will turn up their Gibbons 
Catalogues and compare the values placed 
on the (id.), blue, Barbados, 1870, water
marked with a Large Star, and on the (id.) 
blue, Barbados, 1871, with the Small Star

watermark, they will agree with me when 
I say that the subject of watermarks 
plays no small part in the value of stamp 
collecting as an investment. And this 
example is only one out of many which 
the diligent collector can hunt up for 
himself, where stamps, apparently the 
same, are distinguished by their water
marks. As these watermarks determine 
their dates of issue and, consequently, 
their rarity or otherwise, so are their 
prices determined.

Lines forming various geometrical 
figures also occupy a prominent place 
in watermarks. For example, we have 
the “ Loops” of the 1855 issue of Spain, 
and the lines crossed diagonally and 
forming lozenge shapes in the 1856 issue.

SPAIN.

1855. 1855.

In the 1870-3 issue of Bavaria we 
have a Lozenge of different size and shape 
from the above, while the Bavarian stamps 
of 1888-1900 are watermarked with a 
series of horizontal wavy lines.

BAVARIA.

1870-3. 1888-1900.

Bavaria presents yet another form of 
“ Lozenge ” in the issue of 1874. Long 
horizontal wavy lines and close perpen
dicular wavy lines appear in the issues of 
1875 and 1881 respectively.

Letters, either in ordinary capitals, or 
interlaced, or accompanied by a Royal 
Crown, also figure in watermarks. The 
earliest example of this is seen in the 
embossed series of Great Britain with 
the watermark V R. Luxemburg, in the 
first issue of 1852, had the watermark T . 
the initial of the Grand Duke William III. 
The 1852 1 lira issue of Modena was 
watermarked with a double-lined capital
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A, the initial of the maker of the paper, 
Agostino Amici. Queensland gives us 
examples of the Letter and Crown type, 
as also South Australia and Victoria. A 
specimen of interlaced letters, with or 
without frame, is seen in the issue of 
Belgium from 1849 to 1852.

on it. Complications arose through the 
printing of stamps of one value on 
the paper designed for another. These 
colonies have since used the watermarks 
NSW under a Crown, T A S and V over 
a Crown, respectively.

OUCAT BRITAIN.

GREAT BRITAIN.

1R77.

BELGIUM.

1867- 8 2 .

1870.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

1854. 1871- 83 .

For peculiarity the watermark on the 
1889 issue of Shanghai would be hard to 
beat. It consists of Chinese characters 
signifying “ Kong pou.”

The only English stamp which has a 
watermark in written characters is the 
first halfpenny stamp of 1870. The word 
“ half penny ” occupies the space of three 
stamps lengthwise.

New South Wales, Tasmania, and 
Victoria used paper with a special water
mark in figures or words, or both, denot
ing the value of the stamp to be printed

SHANGHAI.

1889.

{To be continu4 d.)

INGLE-NOOK YARNS
A STAMP COMMISSION
By C. R A Y M O N D  MEGSON
'T'HE beneficent fates had smiled kindly 
1 on Ezekiah Binks. For twenty years 
he had kept the grocery stores of Pudton, 
a village aspiring to some seven or eight 
hundred inhabitants, and had indeed 
striven strenuously to pay his way and 
provide always for himself and wife some 
‘‘best Sunday clothes.” However, he 
now possessed an adequate competence 
to allow the twain to live in comparative

luxury for the rest of their lives, owing to 
the demise of a rich uncle in Australia, 
who had made Ezekiah sole legatee.

Ezekiah bought a gabled villa on the 
outskirt of the village, and became a 
regular subscriber to the Mugton W eekly 
M agpie (Mugton was the nearest market 
town), a journal of boundless ambition ; 
not content with merely retailing the 
news of the week to its readers, it pro
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vided them with such intellectual feasts 
as “The Poultry Run,” “Notes on Japan 
—and Black Varnish." The apogee of 
success was reached, however, when the 
paper secured the services of an expert 
from London to write two columns each 
week for the “Collector.” Therefrom the 
man with a hobby could cull much valu
able information as to chinaware, glass, 
coins, and stamps.

It was this column which appealed 
most to our friend the whilom grocer.

Each Friday evening, when the M agpie 
arrived, Ezekiah, ensconced in an easy 
chair, would blow gentle clouds of curling 
smoke from his old “ Churchwarden,” 
while his wife read to him.

One week the “Collector’s columns” 
were devoted entirely to stamps, a hobby 
which Mr. Binks had not as yet favoured 
with his devotion.

“ Stamp collecting is a marvellous 
thing, ’ said Maria, his wife, scanning 
the columns of the M agpie. “ It says 
here that one single stamp, the popular 
rarity, the 2d., blue, 1 Post Office ’ Mauri
tius, was recently sold at auction for 
1̂450, and is now one of the treasured 

gems of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales’ 
collection, the worth of which collection 
may be estimated at anything over 
,£ 10,000.

Ezekiah shook his head. “ Fuzzle, 
Maria, all fuzzle,” he said. “ I can’t 
believe that about the single stamp. 
Why, if a stamp was rolled into a tight 
little ball, it would be as big as perhaps, 
say, a couple of split peas, or a fair-sized 
lump of tapioca. Now a diamond that 
size would only be worth £hoo to £ 2 0 0 , 
and I’m loath to believe that stamps are 
more precious than diamonds ; but go on, 
Maria.”

“Well, listen, ’Kiah. It says that a 
Mr. Tapling bequeathed to the British 
nation a splendid collection, the value of 
which is certainly more than ,£100,000, 
and it is now to be seen in the British 
Museum. A philatelic society has paid a 
couple of visits to view it, and would 
discover fresh beauties were they to pay a 
couple more. It also says the Earl of 
Crawford has a fine collect ion, too—You’ve 
heard of him, haven’t you, ’Kiah ? He 
raced over to Ameriky on a yacht, if you 
remember—and one collector sold a collec
tion of Australian stamps for ,£10,000.”

Ezekiah moved in his chair. “Australian

stamps, eh ! ” said he. “ Umph ! I have 
a lot of those upstairs, Maria, which 1 
have received on letters from poor old 
uncle Paul. P’raps they’re worth some
thing.”

“ Mebbe,” replied his wife. “Why not 
ask the squire? He collects stamps, I 
understand.”

Ezekiah lapsed into silence, and became 
deep in thought. Suddenly he sprang 
from his chair, walked over to where his 
wife was sitting, and accentuating even- 
other word with repeated taps on the 
table with the back of his hand, said : 
“Maria, the nation collects stamps, like
wise Royalty, likewise the nobility and 
gentry, likewise the squire. Seeing as 
money makes the man, why not likewise 
Ezekiah Binks?” And he strutted round 
the parlour puffing at his pipe, with one 
hand deep in his trousers pocket, with 
the air of a man convinced that he has 
thought something, said something, and 
done something great.

Mrs. Binks opened her eyes wide at 
this sudden outburst, stared at ’Kiah, 
and said sententiously, “ Why not?”

And he repeated, “ Why not? ”
Mr. Binks was a man of prompt action. 

The next morning he took an early walk 
to the domicile of his nephew, a farm 
labourer who was about to become con
nubially linked to a servant girl at the 
doctor’s, and was “ a-going up to Lunnon 
for his honeymoon.”

Arriving at the house, he found his 
nephew busily engaged in the garden. 
“Good morning, John.”

“Good morning, uncle,” said-John, 
relinquishing his self-imposed task. 
“Good morning to you.”

Ezekiah soon went into business. 
“John,” he said, “ you’re going to London 
for your honeymoon. Now I want you to 
execute a commission for me. Don’t 
interrupt me until I’ve finished. I am 
going to collect stamps. Now I want you 
to go along the Strand towards Charing 
Cross. On your right, not far from the 
station, I understand, you will see an 
establishment where you can buy stamps. 
Now get me about thirty shillings’ worth 
as a start, and an album. I’ll have one 
from London. Yes, I will. If Ezekiah 
Binks collects, he'll have a London album. 
Can you do this for me John? ”

John readily assented ; he had expecta
tions from his uncle Ezekiah.
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“ Don’t forget, the shop on the right. 
I remember the squire saying to a friend 
it was the best place to get stamps ; I 
seem to forget the name, though, and the 
squire is away.”
Ezekiah slipped a five-pound note into 

his nephew’s hand, and told him to keep 
the change. “ It may come in useful for 
a man about to be married,” said Mr. 
Binks, as he left his nephew beaming 
with suppressed excitement, and a fixed 
determination to get the stamps for his 
uncle afore he took Polly even to see the 
“ Crown Jooels ” in the Tower of “ Lun- 
non ” or Madame “Twosword’s” wax- 
work show.
Two mornings after the celebration of 

the nuptials, the postman brought Mr. 
Binks a parcel from London. “ Ah,” 
thought he, as he smilingly relieved the 
postman of his load, “John’s a good lad; 
I'll remember him some day”; and he 
hastily cut the string of the parcel, anxious 
to get at the contents. On the top lay a 
letter as follows :—

My  d e a r  U n c l e , — Polly and I arrived safe; we 
sends our best respecks to dear aunt and you. Before 
doing any sight-seeing this morning, we walked from 
where we are staying down Bedford Street into the 
Strand, anxious to do a little for a uncle who has been 
so kind to us. I saw the shop which you must have 
meant right opposite or nearly opposite the railway 
station. It had the words “ Post Office*’ on the

window. I walked in and asked to see some stamps. 
T hey obliged, but stared rather hard; perhaps that 
was because they could see me and Polly is just newly 
spliced. I asked the price of them. The green ones 
were £d. each, and the red ones id. each ; the other 
colours were dearer, but they all have the price marked 
on them. The half-crown ones and above are a bit 
larger, but not so much as it seems they ought to be 
for the extra money, so I only got one at 2s. 6d. and 
one at 5s. Hopeing as you will like them, dear uncle. 
The London album I couldn’t get there, so I went to 
another shop and got one, forty views for one shilling, 
which I hopes also as you will like.

W e are to-day going to see the mummies in the 
British Museum, and mean to enjoy ourselves proper.

Polly sends her love to dear aunt and you, so does 
your affectionate nephew| J o h n .

Mr. Binks heaved a deep sigh, and 
bringing his fist down heavily on the 
table, cried, “The idiot!”

He had, it is pleasing to state however, 
a saving sense of humour, and gradually 
the ludicrous aspect of the affair pre
sented itself to him. He laughed loudly ' 
and long at his nephew’s stupid blunder ; 
but not to be daunted, decided his wife 
needed a change, and so took her to 
London for a holiday, making use of such 
opportunity to procure the stamps himself 
“ at the stamp shop on the right.”

On his return to his native village he 
and his wife spent many happy hours 
adding to and looking over the collection, 
and imparting to admiring friends such 
information as they possessed.

GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W R IN K LE

Prospective New Issues 
Ok late new issues have been few and far 
between. Indeed, all through the summer 
there has been quite a slack time in 
novelties. But there are indications of 
a more lively time during the next few 
months.

We are promised a new Italian series 
with a variety of designs—the King in 
various uniforms and various attitudes, 
sunrise at sea, Alpine scenes, and so on.

Norway is said to be contemplating a 
new series, for which designs have been 
invited.

And last, but not least, I hear that the 
new Commonwealth paper watermarked 
Crown and A is already being used for

printing Victorian stamps, which probably 
means that we may look out for a change 
of watermark in all the Australian stamps 
printed in Melbourne, i.e. Victorian, 
Tasmanian, and Western Australian ; so 
that before we get the settled Common
wealth series we are likely to have many 
minor changes, not a few of which may 
elude all but the watchful.
The New Gibbons
F e w  things in the stamp world seem to 
have given so much satisfaction of late 
as the new Gibbons. The full-size illus
trations throughout, the thin, excellent 
paper, the beautifully clear printing, 
and the yet handy size of the volumes
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are matters of everyday congratulation 
amongst collectors. The Catalogue falls 
open flat most pleasantly at any page, 
and is so well bound that it does not 
break into sections like so many books 
that are subject to so much rough daily 
handling.
Nearing Perfection

But the nearer our Gibbons reaches 
perfection, the greater will unquestion
ably be the outcry for absolute perfec
tion. The publishers may' insist till they 
are blue in the face that it is not intended 
to be anything more than a price list of 
their own goods, and that they are going 
to do just as they please with their modest 
price list. They know perfectly well that 
they are spending no end of labour, and 
using up no end of expert advice and 
assistance, and straining every effort to 
make it the essential catalogue for all 
collectors. If you want to catch them 
on the hop, speak of the Catalogue as a 
mere price list and nothing more.
The Colour Problem

Some day our Gibbons will have to call 
in a special committee of colour experts 
to settle on some definite basis what is 
what in the matter of colours and shades. 
That committee will have to simplify 
and reduce the shades to manageable 
dimensions, and lay down a settled and 
agreed nomenclature of colours. If our 
Gibbons would do that we should all fall 
into line like marching soldiers, and the 
colour problem would be settled for ever 
and aye.
A Big Business

But ’tis a big business. It is easy 
enough for any clerk to list up a terrifying 
array of shades from our Gibbons, but 
how many of the critics who have written 
so glibly about all these complexities have 
contributed, or could contribute, a rational 
idea for the solution of the difficulties that 
are apparent to all of us? Scores and 
scores of books have been written on the 
colour question. And yet, despite all the 
writings of Chevruel, Von Bezold, Rood, 
Church, Grant Allen, Vanderpoel, and 
many others, we have not one work

which can be accepted by us philatelists 
as a guide and final authority for us in 
our recognition and naming of colours.

What we want is defined, in an appendix 
to her work on Colour Problem s, by Emily 
Noyes Vanderpoel as a “colour chart: 
a systematic arrangement of colours in 
a geometrical design such that every 
variation and combination of hue, tint, 
and shade is in its proper place and in 
correct relation to all other hues, tints, 
and shades.”
Shades

The question of naming shades is a 
most difficult one and in my humble 
opinion should, in a catalogue, be rigidly 
confined to the most pronounced and 
unquestionable variations. All writers 
on colour emphasize the fact that tints 
and shades are influenced by the waves 
of light and by the reflection of coloured 
surroundings. Vanderpoel illustrates this 
as follows :—

Look at a piece of sealing-wax. Hold it up by a 
window, and the high gloss on it will reHect so much 
light as to make the side toward the light appear 
almost w hite; on another side the true or local 
colour, the brilliant red, will be seen; and the side 
in shadow will be of another colour still, darker and 
more crimson or violet-red.

And she tells the following story as 
to the effect of reflections from near 
objects:—

An artist painted a portrait in which the likeness 
was spoiled by the unnatural amount of red in the 
complexion. On examination it was found to have 
been put there rightly, inasmuch as the artist certainly 
saw i t ; the error lay in choosing a place for the 
subject where the red reHection from a brick wall was 
thrown on his face. In a room, a yellow wall-paper 
and a curtain of some other colour may throw 
combined and confusing, though perhaps at the same 
time most interesting, reflections on some object.

Simplification
All of which goes to prove that in any 

attempt to define niceties of shades in a 
popular catalogue for general use, we 
are attempting what must be surrounded 
with many difficulties and not a few 
unsuspected and warping influences.

E rgo it seems to me that the line of 
least resistance, of greatest success, 
and of most satisfaction must lie in the 
direction of a severe simplification.

THE 'BEST S T A M P  H IN G ES.
W e  have just prepared a new stamp hinge, of convenient size, put up in air-tight tin boxes, each containing 

iooo hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. Post-free, 7d. per box.
S ta n le y  G ibbons, L td . , 39s, S tra n d , London, W .C .
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NEW ISSUES
The Editor u/fii be grateful to his readers if they will help him with the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKiVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Chili.— Messrs. Whitfield K ing and Co. tell us 
that they have received the complete set of the new 
designs which we are now enabled to set out.

Per/.
1 centavo, green.
2 centavos, carmine.
3 ,, brown.
5 ,, blue.

i peso, bronze-green and black.

Denmark.— At last we have received some more 
values of the portrait series. The 25 ore, 50 ore, and 
100 ore are now before us. The designs are the same 
as before, but the colours are as ineffective and poor 
as they could well be.

Wmk. Ctoivn. Per/. 
to  Ore, scarlet, 
so ,, blue.
25 ,, sepia.
50 ,, violet.

100 ,, yellow-brown.

G erm an y.— W e  quote the following from the 
Times of the 1st inst.:—

“  It is stated that the German postal authorities will 
issue new postage stamps on October 1 for corre
spondence between Germany and Kiao-chau. The 
change will chiefiy consist in the value of the stamps 
being printed on them in dollars and cents, so as to 
bring the denominations of the value more in harmony 
with the Chinese system of coinage. Hitherto the 
value of the stamps was denoted in marks and 
pfennige. The sale of the old postage stamps was 
to cease in Berlin yesterday. In the colonies, how
ever, it will continue until the 30th prox. Another 
interesting item for philatelists is that there is in con
templation a great innovation with regard to all the 
postage stamps of the German Empire and its colonies. 
At all events experiments are being made at the 
Imperial printing establishment with the printing of 
the stamps on watermark papers. The oldest Prussian 
postage stamps, those which bore the portrait of 
K ing Frederick William IV , had a watermark in the 
form of a wreath of oak leaves. But since that time, 
for about half a century, watermarks were not 
applied to either the Prussian or the North German 
or the Imperial postage stamps; but it is considered 
that such a mark is one of the best means to prevent 
imitations and counterfeiting."

G ree ce .— W e  are indebted to Mr. S . Palli, Athens, 
for the following extract from the Greek newspaper 
Embros, of Saturday, September 2nd (new style):—

“ Yesterday the committee which was appointed 
some time ago met and agreed upon the designs for 
the Olympian Games commemoration stamps. These 
will be—

“  1 lepta and 2 lepta stamps, Apollo throwing the 
disk, taken from the 4 drachmae silver coin of the 
island K o in the fifth century n.c.

**3 I. and 5 1., Atlas, taken from an ancient disk.
“  10 I., V ictory sitting in an amphora with a scroll 

in her hand.
** 20 l. and 50 I., Hercules carrying the world on his 

shoulders, and Atlas bringing him the Apples of the 
I lesperides.

“ 25 lepta, the fight of Hercules with Antee.
*‘ 30 I., wrestling.
“ 40 I., the demon on a shield transformed into a 

winged youth holding a bird.
“  1, 2, and 3  drachmae, races taken from ancient 

tiles.
“ 5 drachmae, three torch-bearcrs, the Goddess of 

Victory, and priests making offerings lor the games."

Hong Kong.— T w o  more of the high values, the 
3 dols. and 5 dots., are to hand on the multiple paper.

p ĵfON E CENT
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l l ’mk. Multiple CA. Per/.

a c., green.
4 c., green on red paper.
5 c., orange, centre green.

to c., blue, centre purple, on blue paper, 
so c., chestnut, centre grey.black.
30 c., black, centre green.
50 c., magenta, centre green.

1 dol., sage-green, centre mauve.
2 dob., vermilion, centre grey-black.
3  ,, blue, centre black.
5 ,, green, centre violet, 

to „  brown, centre black, on blue paper.

India.— W e  are indebted to Mr. Wilmot Corfield 
for the following extract from the of India:—

“ The following Notification is issued b y the Com
merce and Finance Department: It has been decided, 
with the sanction of His Majesty’s Secretary of State, 
to introduce one anna and half anna unified stamps for 
postal and revenue purposes. T he designs for these 
stamps are at present being prepared, but considerable 
time will necessarily elapse before the new stamps will 
be available for sale to the public. The Government 
of India are, however, of opinion that the introduction 
of a reform which they have reason to believe will 
prove acceptable to all classes of the community should 
not be delayed solely on this account, and they have, 
therefore, decided that, with effect from 1st October, 
1905, the one anna and half anna postage stamps at 
present in use may be utilised either for postal purposes 
or for the payment of stamp duty in all cases in which 
one anna adhesive stamps are required under the 
provisions o f the Indian Stamp Act, 1899 (II of 1899).

“  2. W ith effect from that date the sale of the present 
receipt stamps to the public will cease, but these stamps 
may be used without limit as regards time in payment 
of all dues for the discharge of which receipt stamps 
can now be legally employed.

“ 3. In order to permit o f the introduction of this 
scheme it is necessary that the prohibition which has 
existed for many years past against the defacement by 
the public of postage stamps affixed to letters and 
postal articles should be strictly enforced. The  
Government of India have given this question their 
careful consideration, and they are satisfied that no 
serious inconvenience will be experienced owing to 
the enforcement of the order. Instructions will, 
therefore, issue to the effect that from 1st October, 
1905, penmarked stamps, or stamps bearing on their 
faces dates or initials or writing of any kind, will not 
be accepted by the Post Office in payment of postage.”

Italy.— Provisional.—The current 20cent, stamp has 
been received with the surcharge “ c. 1 5 ” in black, 
necessitated by the reduction of the inland postage 
from 20 c. to 15 c.

P ro v isio n a l.
15 c. on 30 c., orange.

The D aily Telegram, of Lucerne, publishes an article 
on the coming new issue of Ita ly :—

“  The designs, 14 in number, are novel. In these 
the King, V ictor Emmanuel, is shown in relief, the 
profile being strongly marked. He is attired in the 
undress uniform of an Italian General. T he most

interesting stamp of the series depicts sunrise at sea 
on one side (which is to be considered as the apotheosis 
of the beautiful lines written by Annunzio on the 
terrible tragedy of Monza), and on the other shows 
the young Monarch returning from an Oriental cruise, 
and landing on his native soil in deepest mourning for 
his murdered sire. Other designs represent national 
emblems such as an Alpine scene, a vessel ploughing 
its way through the sea, the arms o f Italy, the Cross 
of Savoy, Italy’s scientific developments, including 
even the installation of radiography. T he latter wil: 
be the one centesima stamps.”

Norway.— The Birmingham D aily Post says: “ It 
is stated that the Norwegian postal authorities have 
invited competition in designs for new postage stamps. 
The judges will be five in number—a philatelist, 
selected by the Christiania Philatelic Society by 
special request of the authorities, an artist, and a 
Post Office official, supplemented by two more judges 
elected b y the Post Office.”

Switzerland.— Our publishers very kindly send us 
a block o f four o f the stamps showing the new water
mark very clearly. It is an outline of the simple, 
plain, familiar cross of the Arm s of Switzerland as 
displayed on the shield of the current stamps. It is 
printed multiple fashion all over the sheet, including 
the margins.

Turkey.— Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Limited, send 
us a new issue of stamps for this progressive country. 
The design is somewhat similar to that of the current 
series. The stamps are printed on a thin semi-trans
parent paper, and they are very roughly perforated.

P e r/
5 paras, yellow-brown, 

to „  green.
30 „  carmine.

t piastre, blue.
3 piastres, slate-blue.
3} „  mauve.
5 ,, brown,

to ,, red-brown.
35 „  olive.
50 ,, violet.

Transvaal.— E-wen's Weekly Stamp News says: 
** A  rumour reaches us to the effect that the current 
set is to be changed. It will probably be replaced by 
a set of which each value is printed in a single colour. 
If so, are we right in supposing that the plates will 
be changed? W ith the old plates two operations are 
absolutely necessary to the stamps. A  great saving 
of expense would be effected if the stamps could be 
printed at one operation.”

Victoria.— W e  have received from our publishers 
the first of the Australian stamps upon what we may 
term the Commonwealth paper watermarked Crown 
and A — the current one penny of Victoria.

n rvn i  **«_■ > n n

W m k. Crown anti A • Per/. 
id., rose-red.



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY 203

MISCELLANEOUS
The New Commonwealth Stamp 
The laie I’ ostmaster-Gcneral, Mr. Sydney Smith, 
before his Government met with defeat, called for 
designs for a one penny stamp for use in the Common
wealth. A  blank space is to be left in the design for 
the insertion of each State. W h y only one value has 
been picked out is rather difficult to explain, unless it 
is to specially meet the postal rate to New Zealand, 
and probably one penny rate 10 Great Britain. In 
view of what transpired at the recent conference of a 
deputation of members of the Sydney Philatelic Chib 
with the P.M .G . the calling of designs for one value 
only, and from local artists, shows that the views of 
the deputation have not met with much consideration. 
It was pointed out by Mr. Basset Hull that there was 
not much time in hand to prepare for a Common
wealth issue that would be a credit to the department. 
There can be little urged against calling for designs 
from local artists, but the afterwork, engraving, could 
not be satisfactorily done in Australia, if steel plates 
are to be used, and for the printing of ,the stamps 
from steel plates only one Government printing office, 
that of Sydney, had a machine that could do the work 
satisfactorily. W e  have no idea whether the present 
P.M.G., Mr. Chapman, takes any interest in Philately. 
If he does not, then the Sydney Philatelic Club has an 
uphill fight in front of it, for the Secretary of the Post 
Office, Mr. Scott, has not the slightest sympathy with 

I Philately. * Australian Philatelist.

I W. L. Chew, J.P .
Mr. C h e w  is a well-known solicitor practising in the 
North of England. He resides at Hankelow Court, 
Staffordshire, and is a Justice of the Peace for the 
counties of Cheshire, Shropshire, and Staffordshire.

His first acquaintance with stamps was made in his 
schoolboy days in the early sixties; and even in those 
days Mr. Chew used a blank album for his stamps, a 
collection which we understand he still retains.

Upon leaving school in 1863 for the purpose of 
being articled, he gave up collecting, and did not 
catch the fever again until some thirteen years ago, 
since which time, on and off, he has been keen upon 
Great Britain and British Colonials, unused. Com
mencing when he did, he was perhaps wise in the 
determination not to attempt to collect Australia, New 
Zealand, or Mauritius; and by thus eliminating these 
he restricted his field of operations to one which he 
thought he could encompass. He is particularly strong 
in British East Africa, British Centra) Africa, and 
British South Africa, and has a fine lot of Uganda, 
especially of the second issue, and Heligoland in 
entire sheets, whilst his Zanzibar and W est African 
Colonies arc very good.

Being distinctly a member of what is known as the 
“ Manchester School,”  his collection including in
numerable entire sheets, some of which, particularly 
the provisional surcharges on the Sierra Leone issue 
of 1H97, have proved of much assistance to the London 
Society in the compilation of Part III of Africa.

Mr. Chew was educated in London, and speaks of 
the times when he went in his schooldays to a place 
which was known to him as “ Change Alley,”  situate 
somewhere near St. Paul's, and where at midday in 
the dinner-hour some scores of boys and men of all 
ages were engaged together swapping and selling 
stamps. In those days (i860 to 1863), he says, it was 
a recognized rendezvous. The Philatelic Kecord,

An Argentine Error
N o t  long ago a collector from the Argentine Republic 
was discoursing of his treasures to a London dealer, 
and mentioning as the gem of his collection the 5 c., 
green, error, of the 1892 type. “ There are only 
thirteen copies in existence," he said, "a n d  mine is 
worth ^ 10 0 ."  However, according to a well-known 
writer on Argentine stamps, the number of copies 
known is not thirteen but thirty-five, and going back 
further still, to the contemporary record, one learns 
that even the latter quantity is underestimated. The 
story was that “ one sheet printed in this colour was 
sold at the Post Office at Montevideo to a business 
firm, and several were used without being noticed. 
A t last a clerk in the P.O. spotted one on a letter, and 
promptly sent to the firm which had bought the sheets 
and secured the remainder, some sixty copies, which 
were distributed among the principal collectors in the 
place.”  As Montevideo is supposed by most people 
to be in Uruguay and not in Argentina, one is naturally 
templed to ask what Argentine stamps were doing in 
that city. Admitting the truth of this perhaps not 
very probable tale, it is evident that the estimated 
value of ;£roo does not err on the side of moderation. 
I now learn that a copy belonging to a Spanish dealer 
was lately put up at auction among some Buenos Aires 
collectors, and knocked down for ^30.

B. T . K . Smith, in the Philatelic Record.

The late Mr. E . H. Corbould
T h e  death, some months ago, at the ripe age of ninety, 
of Mr. Edward Henry Corbould, K.I., was of interest 
to stamp collectors, for he was not only the son of the 
designer of the first British postage stamp, but was 
himself a stamp designer on more than one occasion. 
He certainly made the drawing for the profile of Queen 
Victoria on the first issue of Ceylon. T he design, 
which was on a fairly large scale, was shown at the 
London Philatelic Exhibition of 1890, whereitattracted 
a good deal of admiration. He also, I believe, drew 
the portrait of the (Jueen for the early Natal stamps, 
and his son. Dr. V . Corbould, informs me that he well 
remembers his father at work on the design of the 
“ coin”  5 shilling stamp of New South W ales (1860), 
which is not only unique among stamps in its appear
ance, but is also noticeable for its having been in use 
for nearly thirty years, an unusually long life for a 
postage stamp, though considerably outdistanced by 
that of the 5  pence, green, of the same colony.

B. T . K . Smith, in the Philatelic Record.

A P P R O V A L  S H E E T S  A N D  C O L L E C T IO N S .
New Sheets of Stamps for beginners and medium collectors. W e  have just been arranging our Approval 

Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps are mounted on 
Sheets, containing an average of 100 Stamps per Sheet. They are all arranged in the order of our New Cata
logue. First, Great Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries. These Sheets contain about 5,000 
different Stamps, and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent on demand. The Sheets arranged to date 
are over forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries.

S ta n le y  G ibbons, L td ., 39 1, S tra n d . London. W .C .
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THE STAMP KING
/<> C. DE BEAUREGARD and H. DE GORSSE
Translated from the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

JO H N  A N D  V IC T O R IA  W A L K E D  I P A N D  DOW N T H E PLA TFO R M

C H A P T E R  X X  (continued)

How William, though Hetty's creditor, is about to 
become her debtor.

T H E  doors were shut, the signal Tor departure 
given, and the train began to move. T w o heads 
immediately appeared at the two doors of the 

saloon.
“ John ! John ! "  cried William.
“ V icto ria !”  cried Betty.
The engaged couple, who, lost in talk, had not 

noticed the movement of the train, turned quickly 
and caught hold of the brass handles.

“ Stand back ! stand b a c k !”  shouted the porters. 
“  It is too late.”

But all attempts to pull them back were in vain; so 
tight was their hold on the handles that they would not 
let go, and, the doors opening, they were able to return 
to their respective compartments in the midst of the 
maledictions of the officials, since the train was now  
going at a good rate. T he reprimands they received 
for their carelessness can be easily imagined. But 
ail's well that ends well, so William returned to the 
commander.

“ You are still feeling ill th en?”  said he.
“ Yes, very ill,”  groaned the commander, half rising. 

But at the moment he caught sight of William leaning 
over him, and in his tie the gold serpent given him by  
Miss Betty. It was as if he were suddenly hypnotised: 
his staring eyes seemed unable to detach themselves 
from the shining jewel.

“ W hat is the matter? W hat are you looking at?" 
asked the young American.

“ W here—where did you get that p in ? ”
“ Miss Scott, our neighbour here, gave it me.”
“ I am lost! "  stammeredthecommandcr, unconscious 

that he spoke aloud, and in despair he rolled himself 
again in his rugs.

“ Come, come ! ”  said William in a paternal voice.
“  the crisis is nearly over. W e  are close to Naples, 
and you will soon be at home.”

Then the Stamp King, his anxiety grow ing grcaier 
than ever, went to see Miss Betty and ask her advice.

“ I do beseech you to come and look at this poor 
commander," said he. “  He is so ill that I fear for his | 
reason. I can't understand it at all. The sight of 
your pin upsets him so, that it would be well if you 
could reassure him yourself. Your presence would 
be sure to do him good.”

“ V e ry  well,”  said Miss Betty, rising. “ I will come/' 
William half opened the door of communication 

and said to Spartivento—
“  Miss Scott is coming to see you, old fellow.”
“ No, n o !”  cried the enigmatic Italian in aecentsof 

the profoundest terror. But William had shut the 
door to give the commander time to prepare for the 
young lady’s visit.

T h ey had passed Velletri, and, running through the 
mountains, came to Segni, Anagni, the town of 
Innocent III and Boniface V III , Kerentino, set upon 
a height with a belt of Cyclopean walls, then Krasinone, 
magnificently situated, and Aqtiin, the country of 
Juvenal and the great St. Thomas.
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At length,as theexpress wound roundMountCassin, 
crowned by its famous Benedictine monastery, William 
deemed that the commander would have had time to 
compose himself, and stood back to let Miss Betty 
pass first into the neighbouring compartment. But 
scarcely had the girl opened the door when she fell 
back with an exclamation of horror and indignation.

“ What is  the m atter?”  asked William.
"Th e matter!'* exclaimed Betty, not knowing 

whether she ought to laugh or be angry. “ See lor 
yourself."

William, on entering, had nodifficulty in discovering 
the cause of Miss Betty's startled exclamation. For, 
in the middle of the compartment, Sparttvento, in his 
shirt and without coat or trousers, was staring wildly 
at him. Ridiculous as the position was, William had

again with a good enough grace. William thought 
it would be as well not to leave his companion, for he 
was now convinced that the Italian sun had revived 
some old infirmity, causing him to fear the presence of 
a stranger. So  he thought he had better try to distract 
his attention.

“  Look," said he, pointing to a smoke in the distance, 
“ there is Vesuvius."

Spartivento threw one careless glance, like a* man 
who knows the country better than his companion, 
and sat down, with bowed head and preoccupied, 
though calmer, air.

The train now crossed the Volturno, stopped a few 
minutes at Capua, then at Caserta, whose immense 
castle, the summer residence of the ancient Neapolitan 
kings, appeared in outline on the left, below its

H E  IU  R R IE D  TO  T H E  E X IT

no inclination to laugh, fearing that this series of ex* 
travagant actions would end in an access of mad fury. 
So he spoke to him with the utmost gentleness.

“ You will catch cold, m y dear fellow. It is warm 
enough, I know, but in a carriage one is always ex
posed to sudden chills, which are very prejudicial to 
health. Come, dress yourself again---------*’

“ But suppose the young lady comes b a ck ?"  
questioned the commander.

“ That is all the more reason for it. You must 
make yourself look more respectable."

“ But I don’t want her to come back."
“ She came with the kindest intentions," returned 

William still more affectionately. “ She wanted to 
help you."

“ No, no! I don’t want to see her! "cried  Spartivento, 
elevating his voice.

“ Very well, you shall not see her. Cheer up and 
put your clothes on again," said William, handing 
them to him, and the commander, coaxed by the as
surance that his solitude should be respected, dressed

enchanting gardens. Now they ran through the 
magnificent plains of Campania—plains so fertile 
and rich that they yield three harvests every year. 
But the commander appeared too weak to take any 
interest in the country. Yet when he perceived that 
the express was passing along the last slopes of 
Vesuvius he suddenly revived, rolled up his rug, and 
put on his dust-coat and hat.

“ Ah, that is b e tte r!"sa id  William, thinking that 
drawing so near home had completely calmed his 
fellow-passenger.

“  Yes, I feel quite well again now ," returned the 
commander, smiling.

“ So  much the better! So  much the better! *’
As William was gathering his things together, 

Sparttvento, watching him out of the corner of his 
eye, said—

“  You will do me the favour of staying with me, my 
dear Mr. K en iss?"

In vain William protested. As they entered the 
station at Naples he was compelled to yield and
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S P A R T IV E X T O  S T A R E D  W IL D L Y  A T  W ILLIA M

promise to spend two days at least 
with the commander, at which he 
appeared greatly pleased. Looking 
out of the window Spartivento saw 
a magnificent footman, to whom he 
beckoned. The footman hastened 
to the carriage, and, before the train 
had even stopped, had taken posses
sion of the two travellers* luggage, 
handed him by his master, who 
then jumped quickly out, crying to 
William—

“ You get our trunks out, and I 
will wait for you outside with my 
carriage.*' Then he disappeared so 
completely that it would be impos
sible to say in which direction.

William got out and went to the 
door of the neighbouring compart
ment to leud Miss Betty a hand.

“  Do you know, I am going to 
stay with the commander,’* he said.

“ W here is he? W here is he?” 
asked Betty eagerly.

“ Does he interest you to that 
extent?”

“ W here is he, I say? You have 
not let him g o ? "

“ W h y, how* excited you are about 
i t ! ” returned the young man laugh
ingly. “ Calm yourself, for it is all 
right. He is waiting for me outside 
with his carriage."

“ Catch him again, quick ! Your 
portmanteau! Your b ags!”

“ Yes, but------ This is infectious!"
And William mechanically put his 

hand in his pocket. His pocket-book 
had disappeared ! So  had his watch 
and his purse.

“ How very stran ge!” said he, 
looking stupelied.

V Run ! Oh, do r u n !"  besought 
Betty. “  You might perhaps catch 
him yet."

A  crowd o f thoughts and suspicions 
Hashed into William’s brain ; sus
picions and thoughts which were to 
be but too soon confirmed. He ran 
to the courtyard. Nothing! No 
carriage! No footman! No com
mander ! Precipitately he returned 
to the luggage—searched the wait
ing-rooms, thedouane, the passages. 
N othing! No on e!

( To fa continued?)

PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
T h e  Ju n io r Philatelic Society

Preeident:  Fred J .  Melville.
Secretary :  H. f .  Johnton, 4 , Portland Place North, Clapham  

Noad, S.W.
M eeting*: Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C.
Annual Subeerlption : It. id .

A t  the monthly meeting of the General Committee for 
September on Thursday, September 7th, the following 
fourteen new members were elected:—

S . W . W heatley, Newcastle, Staffs; Bertram 
McGowan, Dumfries; Stewart Kirkpatrick, K ing  
William's Tow n, South A frica; Miss Enid A . Brodie, 
Birm ingham ; C . F. W ills, London; S . H. Haynes, 
Kingston-on-Thames; J .  Escoline, Morecam be; Dr.
M . Piper-Rietzmann, London; Max Wertheim, 
London; L . J .  A yre, B a rry ; Thomas Sweeney, 
London; Ernest C . Hodgett, Southern N ig eria ; G .

Allan Brockman, London ; and J .  Glassen, Johannes
burg.

A s the new season commences in October, pro
spective new members should make application at 
once to the Hon. Secretary, 11. F. Johnson, 4, Portland 
Place North, Clapham Road, London, S .W .

Dundee Philatelic Society
D e a r  S ir ,— I am trying to start a Philatelic Society 
for Dundee and district. W ill you kindly intimate in 
the Weekly that inquiries will be welcomed by  

Yours sincerely,
G . H . W h i t a k e r

(Member Sheffield Philatelic Society).
9, B e u .p. f ie l d  A v e k u e , D u n d e e ,

September 9th.
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Philatelic Society of V ictoria
President: W. ft. Rundell.
•Secretary W. Brettschneider.
Meetings: 128, Russell Street, Melbourne.

The annual meeting of the above Society was held 
on July 27th at the Rooms, 128, Russell Street, at 
8 p.m.

The President, Mr. W . T . Littlewood, occupied the 
chair, and there were twelve members present.

Mr. D. H. Hill, the Hon. Life President, sent an 
apology for non-attendance, being confined to his bed 
for over four weeks.

The minutes of the last annual meeting were read 
and confirmed.

It was proposed and seconded that the report and 
balance sheet be taken as read and received. The 
President, in proposing the adoption of the same, 
congratulated the members on the sound position of 
this the leading Philatelic Society of the Common* 
wealth.

The proposition for the adoption of the report and 
balance sheet having been duly seconded, they were 
unanimously adopted.

The election of office-bearers was the next business 
proceeded with, and the result was as follows: Presi- 
dent, Mr. W . R. Rundell (Mr. Derrick having with
drawn his nomination in favour of that gentleman); 
vice-president, Mr. F. A. Jackson; secretary, treasurer, 
and exchange superintendent, Mr. W . Brettschneider ; 
librarian, Mr. L. A. Chester; committee, Messrs. A. 
Whelen, James W elsh, S. J . Hatch, and N. C. Hor- 
wood; auditor, Mr. C . W . Ellis (Mr. A . McDonald 
having also withdrawn his name from the list in favour 
of Mr. Ellis).

The newly elected officers having thanked those 
present for their election, a vote of thanks to the 
retiring officers, with special mention of the secretary, 
concluded the meeting.

Annual Report
Voi'R Committee, in presenting the thirteenth annual 
report and balance sheet, is pleased to state that the 
Society is in a sound financial position.

During the year seven new members were elected, 
seven resigned, and one died, there being now sixty- 
six members, viz. forty-five ordinary, twenty corre
sponding, and one honorary.

The credit balance is ^ 3 7 .  17s. 2d., which your 
Committee consider very satisfactory, taking into 
account that over £ 4  was expended on binding books 
and about £ 6  in furnishings for new room.

Cleven ordinary general meetings were held during 
the year, at which the attendance was fairly satis
factory.

Ten Committee meetings were held, at which the 
attendance was as follows: Mr. James Welsh, to ; 
Mr. I- A . Chester, 9 ;  Mr. W . T . Littlewood, 8 ;  Mr. 
A. Whelen, 5 ;  Mr. J .  Davis, 4 ;  Mr. W . R. Rundell, 
2; Mr. A. J . Derrick, 1 ; and Mr. W . Brettschneider, 
to.

Ten exchange books, containing stamps to the value 
of^870, were circulated, and twelve books, containing 
sumps to the value of £ 1 , 162, were returned, the sales 
amounting to £ 2 08, averaging about ^ 1 7  per book.

One book was exchanged with the South Australian 
Society, and one with the Sydney Philatelic Club, and 
the Secretary is now in communication with a leading 
New Zealand society with a like view.

As in years past, the thanks of the Society are 
again due to Major Outtrim, the Deputy Postmaster- 
General, for his courtesy in permitting Mr. Rundell 
to exhibit all the latest issues from the Universal 
Postal Union.

The thanks of the Society are also due to Messrs. 
Hagen and Sm yth, of Sydney, Stanley Gibbons and 
Pemberton, of London, and the Scott Stamp and 
Coin Company, of New York, for donations to the 
ibrary.

It is pleasing to record that the Society still has the 
valuable assistance of the Secretary, who is untiring 
in his efforts to further Us advancement.

It may be noticed from the catalogue which has 
been compiled and is posted up in the rooms, that 
the following volumes are missing, viz. Gibbons' 
Monthly, vol. 9 ;  Vindin's Philatelic Monthly, vols.
I, 2, and 3 ;  The. Ijondon Philatelist, vols. 7, 8, 9, 10,
II, and t2 ; The Philatelic Jo u rn al o f  Great Britain, 
vols. 6 and 7 ; and The Philatelic Record, vols. 1, 2, 3, 
5, 11, and 16, which the Committee will be pleased to 
receive from any member in a position to supply 
same, as it is its desire to complete the library' as far 
as possible.

(S ign ed) W .  B r e t t s c h n e id e r ,
Hon. Secretary. 

W .  T . L i t t l e w o o d ,
President.

R e c e ip t s . E x pen d it u r e .
c S. j . £ s. d.

cash from 1904 . 3® 6 By rent . 12 0 0
,, received from ,, Journals 7 9 3
advertisements „  Stationery, bind-
in Exhibition ing, & printing 12 0
Catalogue 8 O 0 „  Removal to new

Subscriptions 6 office O 15 0
Saleof Exchange „  Linoleum, fur-

Sheets 0 »s a ntshtngs, etc. . 6 10 9
Commission on „  Lire insurance . 0 5 8

E x c h a n g e ,, Hank account 0 10 0
Books(from tad) 12 t 5 ,, Commission to

Exchange Supt. 5 6 4
„  Postages 10 O
,, Cash in hand 37 *7 2

88 5 7 88 5 7
L i a b i l i t i e s . A s - e t s .

£ s. d. £ S. d.
d capital balance. 69 17 2 By cash in hand 37 >7 2

,, furniture, etc. . 10 0 O
„  Stationery . 2 0 O
., Books in Library 40 0 O

84 17 2 89 17 2

(Signed

Audited and found correct.
(Signed)

M elbo u rn e ,
6th July, 1905.

\V. Br et t sc h n eid er .
H on. Treasurer.

C. W . E l l is , f . i.a .v .,
Hon. Auditor.

THE IM P E R IA L  ALBU M .
Tenth Edition. Size of pages, 83 x h £ inches. The present edition is arranged in three volumes. Tw o  

causes have acted to br ng about this result. First, the ever-increasing number of new issues, for which ac
commodation must be p'ovided ; and secondly, the demand by collectors that space shall be found for varieties 
of perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform as closely as possible to the lists given in the Publishers’ 
Catalogue. Vol. I. The Stamps of the British Empire ; post-free, 10s. 9d. Vol. II. The Stamps of Europe, 
and the Colonies and Possessions of European States; post-free, 12s. gd. Vol. III. Foreign Countries, except 
Europe and Possessions; post-free, 10s. 9d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39a, Strand, London, W.C.
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THE STAMP MARKET
By A N  ODD LOT
More Auction Catalogues
S ince my last note on auction catalogues two more 
have come to hand—Puttick and Simpson’s and 
Plumridge’s.

Puttick’s sale comprises some nice things for the 
Great Moguls to scramble over, especially in Great 
Britain and British G uiana; a 12U. Canada on laid 
paper and a Connell 5 c., unused. Also a  used set of 
the four values of the Suez Canal Co., issued in 1870. 
Special attention is drawn to a  copy of an Italian 
rarity, Estero, 1874, 30 c., brown, variety with a ll fo u r  
corners unaltered. This variety is stated to be of the 
greatest rarity, as it is believed that only three copies 
are known. W hat will it fetch ?  I suspect it will go  
for not a great many more pence than the very much 
commoner rarity, “ Post Office”  Mauritius, fetches in 
pounds.

Cancelled to Order
Pirrrictc’s  list includes a fine lot of the despised can- 
celled-to-order series of “  Postal Fiscals”  of Victoria, 
high values ranging from 2s. 6d. to ^ 10 0 . Is there 
any collector who would prefer to pay ^ 10 0  for the 
unused j£ ioo postal fiscal rather than a few pounds 
for a cancelled-to-order co p y ?  In this case I fancy 
most of us would forgo our objections to the “ can
celled to order rubbish.”  Even “ rubbish”  has its 
uses sometimes.

Australians
C o n s id e r in g  the long lists of Australians in our 
catalogues, and the rising popularity of these stamps, 
one would expect to see numerous lots on offer in our 
auctions. But instead of that being the case, they 
are almost conspicuous by their absence. W hy is 
it? Are the Great Moguls cornering the market in 
Australians ?

ANSWERS TO 
CORRESPONDENTS

The Editor regrets that he has no time for direct correspondence. AH letters requiring a reply will be dealt with 
under the head of  “ Answers to Correspondents.”

R. M. S . (Edinburgh).— Y ou r Orange River Colony 
Ir instead of E, and Transvaal with a comma, are 
probably defective types. W e  know o f no such clear 
genuine errors. Gibbons’ warning as to forgeries of 
Mafekings applies to all values. “ Surfaced”  refers to 
papers with a highly glazed surface, generally with a 
preparation of chalk. “  Unsurfaced ”  means ordinary 
surface paper. You can get a copy of No. 3  of G. S . If"., 
from Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .,  
for 3d. The less you attempt in the w ay of cleaning 
the better, especially in the case of modern stamps. 
Many stamps are now printed in aniline colours, which 
will not even stand wetting, to say nothing of the 
wash-tub. Most of the older stamps will stand wash
ing. For them we generally use a lather of Sunlight 
soap.

E . B. (Slough).— The 3d. Transvaal E .R .I., used, is 
catalogued in the latest Gibbons at 9<1. Best country 
to collect ? In November we are going to have a 
series of special articles on the best countries to 
collect, which will help you to make your own choice.

A  Gibbonsite (London Bridge).— From your calling 
attention to the fact that it would take us seven years 
to get through the countries of the world at our pace, 
we naturally inferred that you wished the pace ac
celerated.

The 7 cents of Canada, Queen's Head, maple leaves 
and figures type, is priced in the latest Gibbons at 
6d. unused and 4d. used. It does not exist in the 
maple leaves in four corners series. It is not a very 
common stamp.

C. L . (Halifax).— Yes, specialists make two sets^of 
the first issue of China, one on thin paper and the 
other on thick paper, but the difference is not very 
pronounced, and you had better not bother about it 
as a general collector. Here, however, are the full 
list and prices of the two varieties from the latest 
G ibbons:—

A ug., 1878. Type 1. Nosvtnk. P crf. 12A.
Unused. Used.

(<i) Thin faper. s. d. s. it.
cand., yellow-green . 7 6 U  7 6

„  green . . . 5 0 S 0
3 ,, vermilion 2 O 2 0
5 ,, orange 3 6 t 6
5 „  pale orange . 5 0 US. 1 6

(/>) Thicker paper.
cand., green 3 0 3 6

„  deep green 5 0 3 6
3 „  brown-red 3 6 t 6
3 „  vermilion 12 6 t 0

„  yellow 3 0 1 6

OUR PHILATELIC DIARY
SEPTEMBER, 1905

2c. Liverpool Philatelic Society: Discussion— How to increase the membership,
opened by A. MofTatt; Display—British South Africa and Persia. 

26 & 27. Auction : Putttck & Simpson, 47 Leicester Square.
23 & 29. Auction : Ventom, Bull, & Cooper, Temple Hotel, Arundel Street, Strand, London.

E d ito ria l Address— E dw ard  J .  N a n k iv e i l , Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W. B rxmdon & Sox, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo ns, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By E D W A R D  J. NAN K IVELL

Azores

FOR our philatelic convenience our 
1 Gibbons places the Azores under the 
general heading of Portuguese Colonies. 
Nevertheless, the Azores are not treated 
as a colony by the mother country : they 
are administered as an integral part of 
Portugal.
The islands lie in the mid-Atlantic, 

nearly 800 miles from the nearest coast 
of Portugal.

The archipelago comprises three dis
tinct groups of islands. In the north
west are Flores and Corvo ; in the south
east Sta Maria and Sao Miguel, and be
tween these two groups lies the largest 
group of Terceira, Sao Jorge, Pico, 
Graciosa, and Fayal.

When Portugal discovered and annexed 
the islands, in 1431-53, they were un
inhabited : now they are densely popu-
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lated, though of late years the population 
has been steadily declining. The follow
ing table gives some idea of the relative 
importance of the various members of 
the group :—

Stftteire
HtiUs. /V/W.i tion.

.1/re.r,
ixltitmh

Sia Maria . .18 5S80 1889
Sao Miguel . 2t)Q ... 107,000 ... 3854
Terceira . . 164 ... 45*3 9 1 ... 3455
(Jraciosa . . 24 8718 ...
Sao Jorge . 91 ... 18,000 ... —
Pico . . • «73 ^7.904 ... 76t3
Kaval . . . 69 20,264 ••• —
Flores . . * 54 • 10,700 3oS7
Corvo . . • 7 1000

d of SIn the islai 
cano crater 
Cidades, which bein

superseded by separate issues for the 
administrative districts of Angra, Horta, 
and Ponta Delgada.

1868. Six values of the current stamps 
o f  Portugal, overprinted a c o r e s , in black. 
Design: embossed head of D0111 Luis and 
tablets with curved ends. Imperforate. 
All scarce and expensive, unused and 
used.

rjinD.rirump.rmn§
"io Miguel is a vol
ts Lagoa das Sete 

:ranslated means 
the Lake of the Seven Cities. It contains 
four lagoons, and some legend presum
ably credits it with having swallowed up 
seven cities.

The islands are volcanic, and have 
suffered from many severe earthquakes, 
the last serious one being in 1841. Hot 
minerai springs abound. The coast is 
described by geographers as generally 
steep and rugged. The soil is fertile and 
the climate healthy, but there is no good 
harbour.

For the information of stamp cata
loguers I may mention the fact that 
geographically the Azores are regarded 
as belonging to Europe, not to Africa, as 
they are generally classified in stamp 
catalogues.

They derive their name from the acores 
or hawks found there.

Why we philatelists persist in spelling 
it Azores I cannot understand, for it is 
the Spanish spelling of the word, the 
Portuguese being “ Acores,” as on the 
stamps, and when we speak of the group 
we speak of it as a Portuguese posses
sion, and should therefore use the Portu
guese spelling. Still, we err in a numerous 
company, for Azores is the generally 
accepted spelling.
Its Philatelic History

Philatelically the Azores are the oldest 
of the Portuguese possessions. The first 
issue dates back to 1868, some years be
fore any-other colony or possession was 
provided with stamps.

The stamps of the Azores are, from 
start to finish, reproductions, in their 
turn, of the current stamps of Portugal, 
overprinted with the word a c o r e s .

In 1892 the stamps of the Azores were

rX J*L T .J-U W  SW  j j ' j 'u  

hit per/.

5 r., black 
10 r., yellow 
20 r. bistre 
50 r., green 
So r., orange 

100 r., lilac

1868-70. Same type, nine values. Sur
charge in carmine on the 5 r., but in black 
on all other values. Perforated.

Unused. Used.
s. <t. s. <L

20 0 20 0
3°  0 20 0
20 0 20 0
25 0 25 0

5 r., black

/ 'ey/. Unused.
s •!.

♦ 3 0

Used. 2. d. 4 O
10 r., yellow . . 10 O 12 6
20 r., bistre • ♦ 5 O 6 0
25 r., rose ♦ ♦ 7 6 0 9
50 r., green . 17 6 *7 6
80 r., orange • • 35 0 30 0

100 r., lilac ♦ 35 0 30 0
120 r., blue . . 20 0 8 0
240 r., mauve * 35 0 30 0

1871-6. Nine values. Design : cm*
bossed head of Dom Luis ; tablets with 
straight ends. Overprinted a c o r e s , in 
carmine on the 5 reis, on the rest in 
black. Perforated.

5 rM black

I ’trJ. Unused. 
s. 4.

. 1 0

Used. 
x. 4,

to r., yellow • 3 0 —
15 r., brown . 0 9 2 0
20 r., bistre • 7 6 to 0
25 r., rose 6 0 9
50 r., green 6 0 5 0
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r., orange

Unused, 
f. ti.

Used.
S . t f .

12 O 10 0
100 r., lilac . 10 0 4 0
'•’ o r., blue . 15 0 12 0
150 r. ,, . JO 0 —
-Mo r., lilac — —
300 r. • 3 0 5 0

1879 80. Three values, same type, but 
a change of colours. Perforated.

/ ' a y .  Unused. Used.
s .  i i .  s'. </,

lo r., green • • 3 0 3 050 r., blue . 25 0 6 0
• 50 r., yellow * 5 0 6 0

1880-1. Three values. Three types. 
Design ; head of Dom Luis in profile. The 
embossed type was now abandoned on 
the score of expense, and the stamps were 
D’PogTaphed. Perforated.

i j  .VS/WWk

5 r., black

P t r f . Unused.
s .

.  1 6

Used.
s .  </.

2  0
-5 r., mauve . 2  0 1 O
50 r., blue ♦ »5 0 3  0

1882. ~ One value. Design : portrait 
of Dom Luis, three-quarter face turned to 
right, overprinted a c o r e s  in black.

P e r / .  Unused. Used.
x .  d . 5

25 r., brown . . . 0 6  0 0

1882 5. Eight values. Design: same 
type as the issue of 1871-6; overprinted in 
very small type, in carmine on the 5 reis, 
and 1000 r., and in black on the other 
values. Perforated.

10 r., green

Per/. Unused. 
s. d.

• 3 0

Used. 
s. d.
3 0

15 r., brown 2 0 4 0
20 r., bistre 1 3 2 0
20 r., carmine . »5 0 —

80 r., orange . 2 6 2 6
100 r., blue . t 0 0 9
150 r. ,, £ * &
*3° r*« yellow . x 6 2 0
300 r., mauve . . 15 0 —

1000 r., black . 10 0 10 0

1883-7. Six values. Design : portrait 
of Dom Luis turned to right.

5

Per/. Unused.
S. d.

• O 3

Used.
S. d.
0 4

10 r., green 0 0 2 0 4
20 r.* rose . 0 4 —
25 r.» brown . 0 3 0 1
50 r., blue . 0 0 0 3

500 r., black • 4 6 3 0
( T o  b e  c o n t i n u e d . )

P L E A S E  NO TE
The P r ic e s  qu oted in  the fo rego in g  a rtic le  a re  taken from  o a r p u b lis h e r s ' la test C a ta lo gu e, a n d  are . 
therefore, the P r ic e s  at bihich S ta n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d .,  teilt h a ve  p le a s u re  in  s u p p ly in g  a n y  o f  the 
stam ps that m ay b e  needed b y  a n y  o f  o u r rea d e rs .
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WATERMARKS
By Rev. T. C. W ALTON, M.A.

{Continued from page 197.)

How to Distinguish Watermarks
' 11HE watermark in unused stamps can 
A generally be at once detected by hold

ing the stamp so that the light falls on 
the back. The design of the watermark 
consists of lines in which, as a rule, the 
paper is thinner than in the rest of the 
stamp. Consequently the watermarked 
portion is less opaque, and offers less 
resistance to the passage of light rays 
through the paper. In other words, it is 
more transparent, and can therefore be 
seen by holding the paper up to the light.

Unfortunately there are many stamps, 
especially those which have seen service 
through the post, which defy this easy mode 
of detecting the watermark. Various 
devices have, therefore, to be adopted 
before the required result can be arrived 
at. I tabulate them here in the order 
which will be found of greatest service in 
the more difficult cases.

1. Turn the stamp through various 
angles, so that rays of light catch the 
back of the stamp in different positions.

2. Lay the stamp down on a dark 
surface, e.g. the sleeve of a black coat.

3. Look through the stamp with its 
face held near a good light.

4. Dip the stamp into clean water. 
Then take it out and examine it. If this 
fails, wet the stamp again and watch it 
during the whole process of drying.

5. In extreme cases, a method, for

the knowledge of which I am indebted 
to Major E. B. Evans’s Glossary, entitled 
Stam ps and Stam p C ollecting, may be 
tried. Soak the stamp in benzine and lay 
it face down on a dark surface. Evapora
tion quickly sets in. The stamp is soon 
dry again, and most stamps will be little, 
if any, the worse for the experiment.

6. The “ 1\ O. P.” method has already- 
been fully' described by Mr. George Jarman 
in the pages of G .S .W . I refer the 
reader to Vol. I, p. 185.

But a word of warning is needed. Let 
the young collector take careful note that 
many stamps are spoiled by wetting the 
design. It has already been mentioned 
that the recent issues of Great Britain 
and her colonies are printed in inks w'hich 
are soluble in water. These, and other 
examples given on page 57, Vol. I, must 
not be submitted to any process which 
entails the wetting of the design.
Forgeries of Watermarks

Such forgeries can scarcely be said to 
have any existence. As the watermark 
is part and parcel of the making of the 
paper, it follows that a watermark could 
only be forged by acquiring the machinery 
and appliances necessary for the making 
of the paper. Now a stamp-design might 
be forged by a single individual, but 
paper-making requires several hands. 
Besides, it would be an extremely difficult 
matter to make a paper which would at 
all resemble the special kind of paper 
which the postal authorities use.

ALBUMS
By REV. T. C. W ALTON, M.A.
TN opening up the subject of Albums, 
1 let me, by wayr of preface, quote some 
words of advice given by that veteran 
among stamp collectors, the Editor of the 
M onthly Jo u rn a l, Major E. B. Evans, on 
the occasion of his opening the Exhibition 
of the Junior Philatelic Society of London 
in February last. This is what he said : 
“ I would strongly recommend all collec

tors to commence by collecting the stamps 
of all countries ; and that partly because 
a general collection is far more interest
ing to others than a strictly limited one, 
but principally because I think that a 
collector should strive to gain a general 
knowledge of stamps before attempting 
to specialize.”

Now this advice comes from one who
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knows. In fact, what Major Evans does 
not know about stamps and their collec
tion is not worth knowing’. It remains, 
therefore, for the beginner to profit by 
his advice, which, bv the way, is also 
the generally expressed opinion of vast 
numbers of philatelists. And, in propor
tion to the heed which the beginner takes, 
so will his difficulties with regard to the 
album question be narrowed down and for 
the most part removed. Granted then 
that our budding philatelist has made up 
his mind, for a time at least, to collect the 
stamps of the world, what kind of album 
will be found most suitable for such a 
collection ? The albums available may be 
classified as follows :—

1. The Ruled and Limited Album.
2. The Illustrated Album.
3. The Blank Album.
As each of these forms of album has 

its many admirers, I can only outline their 
nature, point out their excellencies or 
deficiencies, and leave the reader to judge 
for himself as to which is most likely to 
suit his own ideas and, what is all-im
portant, his own pocket.
The Ruled and Limited Album
Such an album has its pages divided 

into rectangles. The best of the kind 
have these rectangles varying in size, so 
as to accommodate stamps of different 
■ size and shape. Particulars relating to 
each country are given at the head of the 
page or pages devoted to the stamps 
thereof. Maps, containing the names of 
all stamp-issuing countries, add greatly 
to the usefulness of such an album. 
Guards are inserted here and there, so 
that, when a goodly array of stamps 
reposes within, the covers shall be level 
and not bulged.
The price of such an album, capable of 

holding from 8,000 to 12,000 stamps, varies 
from half a crown to half a guinea, ac
cording to paper and binding. The be
ginner of tender years cannot do better 
than become the happy possessor of an

( 7> it

album of this kind. My first collection 
adorned, or, to tell the plain truth, dis
figured the pages of one of these some 
twenty years ago. Since then I have 
bought many albums more suited to my 
growing wants, but none have given me 
greater pleasure than this “battered and 
torn ” receptacle of my early treasures. 
Many stamps are still sticking to its 
pages, and have defied all my efforts to 
remove them without injury. They were 
gummed in, for my knowledge of mount
ing was nil in those days. And there they 
must remain, recalling sweet memories 
of youth not unmixed with regret at 
the thought of countless opportunities 
neglected, for shillings then would buy 
scores of stamps which now cost pounds.

A truce to sentiment! Let me hark back 
to my theme. What were the deficiencies 
of this album ? The main deficiency was 
due to the ruling of spaces for stamps 
on both sides of the page. Stamps so 
mounted face each other when the album 
is closed, and are therefore apt to catch 
and tear one another when the album is 
opened. But what would you ? The price 
forbids the provision of spaces on one 
side of the page only. And the difficulty 
can be overcome by interleaving the 
album with sheets of tissue paper gummed 
in or fastened by means of stamp mounts. 
Hoc opus, hie labor est.

An illustration of an album similar to 
the one described above is here given.

A  S PLEN D ID  S T A R T . TH E F IN E S T  P A C K E T .
Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet contains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered by S. G ., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted lor such a collection, embracing as it does scores o f scarce 
varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s.,.post-free and registered,

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd ., 391, Strand, Londor, W .C .
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W H AT STAMPS TO BUY
Bv ONE WHO KNOW S
Introductory
TT has been suggested to me that I should

contribute an occasional page to Gib
bons Slum p W eekly on “ Stamps to Buy ” 
—in vulgar parlance, tips.

1 am always prowling about amongst 
the dealers, hunting for bargains for my 
collection and for needful stamps for gaps 
here and there, and in this way, and in 
others which 1 need not mention here,
1 acquire more information than most 
people cv what may be termed “ stocks in 
sight,” and not unfrequently 1 get peeps 
behind the scenes.

It may therefore be useful to some of 
my friends who are readers of G. S. IV. 
if 1 now and again, as the opportunity 
offers, put them up to a wrinkle or two in 
time to secure copies of stamps the sup
plies of which are running short.
No Speculation

It is not mv purpose to help the 
speculator in any way. On the contrary,
I would earnestly warn my young friends 
in particular, and collectors in general, 
against yielding to the temptation to 
speculate in buying up numbers of stamps 
they do not need for their collections. 
Very few collectors are so placed as to 
be able to speculate safely in buying up 
large numbers of stamps, and the dealer 
who knows the available best is rarely 
tempted to overstock himself.
W hat Might Have Been

We can all see after the event how we 
could have done a little safe speculation, 
how the copies we might have bought for 
a few pence can now be sold for shillings, and a few for pounds.

But, generally speaking, more people 
burn their fingers than make money by' 
speculations in stamps.

The 4$d. English stamp was a case in 
point. I know a lot of people who thought 
themselves very knowing, who bought 
pane after pane of these stamps wherever 
they could find them after the announce
ment of the discontinuance of the value.

The speculators did not give themselves

time to reflect that dealers had plenty of 
time to buy supplies for future use at 
face, and were not at all likely to neglect 
the opportunity.

What is the result ?
The speculators have burnt their fingers. 

The stamp has not bounded up in price, 
and is not at all likely to for many years. 
It is said one speculator was very pleased 
to clear out of j^12 worth at face.
How to Invest

The safest and best way to invest in 
stamps is to make a wise choice of an 
established favourite country, and then 
to collect that country straightforwardly. 
Unused only for safe investment. Don’t 
buy sheets or large lots for speculation 
outside your actual collection.

If you get reliable information of the 
coming scarcity of any stamp and you 
have the opportunity of buying, you may 
add pairs or blocks of four to your collec
tion, not more.

Pairs and blocks enrich any collection, 
and if prices rise you can realize without 
spoiling your collection, and if prices 
remain low you will retain the decorative 
pairs and blocks.

Mark down these limitations and stick 
to them, and then you may take my word 
for it that you are not likely to have 
reason to complain that stamp collecting 
is a snare and a delusion from the invest
ment point of view.
Buy Seychelles

Now for a tip or two.
Some time ago Seychelles, to every

body’s surprise, began surcharging King’s 
Heads. They wanted some 3 c. values, 
of which the supply was exhausted. They 
started by surcharging the 15 c. “3 cents.’ 
The speculators collared the lot.

Then they surcharged the 45 c. King’s 
Head in the same way, and in order to 
checkmate the greedy speculators who 
infest Seychelles, the postal authorities 
limited the number of copies to be supplied 
to any person at a time, and when the 
daily sale reached four hundred stamps it 
was stopped.
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These restrictions crippled not only the 
speculators, but all the regular dealers,

and the consequence is that to-day the 
supplies are so far exhausted that prices 
must go up before very long.
This “3 cents” on 45 c., King’s Head, 

is priced 6d. in the current Gibbons, and 
I saw a few in the Gibbons stock book 
last week, but I doubt if there will be 
a copy left by the end of October, and 
I further doubt their having any stock to 
fall back on. So I should not be sur
prised to find this stamp trebled or more 
in price in the next Gibbons.

Ergo, if you want one for your collec
tion, buy now.

I may add that of the Seychelles 1897-

1900 series the 36 c., 75 c., and 1 r. are 
all getting scarce.
Johore

To those who go in for Johore, I would 
say don’t delay' in getting a copy of the 
Si of the 1892-4 series if you lack it. 
There were not many printed, and of 
those printed the majority was used up 
for a subsequently issued provisional 3 c.

215

I understand that Gibbons were fortu
nate in securing a good supply, and of 
course their supply may enable them to 
keep the price where it is for another 
edition of the Catalogue. All the same, 
if you want the stamp for your collection, 
buy it at its present price of 4s., or 
cheaper if you can get it.

GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W R IN K L E
Beginning' of the Season 
We are now getting into the hum of the 
beginning of another season of philatelic 
activity. The auctioneer has started ply
ing his hammer, and our secretaries are 
posting their programmes of meetings for
1905-6.
The general opinion seems to be 

strongly in favour of the strong belief 
that if no unforeseen disturbance interferes 
we shall have a really good season, if not 
something approaching a “boom.”

Certainly everything is in favour of 
a good season, if not of a boom. Peace 
has been signed between Russia and 
Japan, and as a consequence trade must 
revive ; and if trade revives the stamp 
business will benefit.
Then, above all, we shall be hustling 

all through the winter preparing for 
the forthcoming Exhibition. The Great 
Moguls, and the little ones too, will be 
sending “Want Lists” right and left, 
and filling up blanks and gaps here, 
there, and everywhere.

The Juniors—Old and Young 
T h e  old y'oung ’uns, and the young old 
’uns of the Junior Philatelic Society have 
drawn up a most imposing programme 
for the new season.

It’s fortunate that it meets on Saturday’ 
evenings, and therefore does not clash 
with the meetings of the premier society, 
or there might be trouble at 4, Southamp
ton Row.

I have never been to one of the Juniors’ 
meetings yet, but I intend to look in this 
season. All the other old fogies seem to 
be renewing their youth in that direction.
The Stamp Trade
T h e r e  used to be a time when the 
Stamp Trade prided itself upon the fact 
that it was practically unaffected by any 
general depression in trade. It relied 
upon the fact that most of the big- 
collectors were men of independent means 
who were not affected by depressions of 
trade.

That day' has passed for the Stamp
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Trade. Stamp dealers have suffered with 
other trades in the depression through 
which we have been passing, and for the 
simple reason that stamp collecting is no 
longer confined so largely to men of 
independent means.

Merchants, bankers, lawyers, managers 
of businesses, and large numbers of others 
engaged in trade, have succumbed to the 
fascinations of our hobby ; and as they 
suffer from the depression in trade, so 
they limit their expenditure on such 
luxuries as stamp collecting.
Pillar Boxes
I a m  indebted to the kindness of Mrs. 
Forrest, of Liverpool, for the following 
interesting bit of information concerning 
the introduction of pillar boxes :—

Cheltenham was the first town in England to have 
a pillar box for the posting of letters.

A  clergyman named Charlton, and a Captain Carter, 
when touring in Brussels, saw a pillar box being 
erected there. W hen they returned home to 
Cheltenham they brought the matter before the 
postal authorities, who soon afterwards caused a 
dozen such boxes to be erected in that town. After 
this the system was speedily carried out through the 
United Kingdom.

Denmark
So the rumour that the portrait of the 
King of Denmark upon the new issue was 
to be withdrawn is, after all, a bogy. 
The new stamps with the portrait are 
coming out, and we have now five values 
of the series.

But I cannot believe that such unsatis
factory stamps will have a long life. They 
are badly engraved, and miserably printed 
in wretched colours.

The portrait from which the stamps are 
designed has the appearance of having 
been a good one, but the engraver has 
given it a poor setting and the printer has 
completed the wreck.
The New Greece
W ho  wanted a new set of Greek stamps ? 
Nobody, surely, but revenue-seekers, and 
I fancy the issue will fall as flat as such an 
obvious official speculation deserves.

The eye-opener in one of our monthly 
Reviews as to the neediness and greediness 
of the Royal Family of Greece was not 
pleasant reading, but it may afford an ex
planation why we are to have another

speculative and unnecessary series of 
Greek stamps rammed down our philatelic 
throats.

They are wanted to grease the wheels 
of the Grecian revenue.
Government Stamp Presents 
Mr. A. H. D a v i s  writes from Monte
video as follows :—

In a recent issue of your paper you mentioned 
two cases of entire collections being presented by the 
Government of one State to that of another. It may 
interest your readers to know that the Government 
of the Argentine Republic also presented Queen 
Marghcrita of Italy with a collection of Argentine 
stamps towards the end of last year. A s you are 
probably aware, there are thousands of Italians in 
these South American Republics.

I think I shall send the hat around on 
my own account to some of those kindly 
disposed Governments very soon. 1 could 
be very grateful for similar benefits.
The Exhibition
W e are beginning to talk o f  the forth
coming International Philatelic Exhibition 
as ‘ ‘ the Exhibition.” But we have not 
got that Programme yet.

However, I am in a position to say 
that it won’t be long now, that it really 
and truly will be out before Christmas, 
and may come as a surprise packet early 
in October.

It will be an interesting study from 
many points of view. The grouping and 
ranking of countries will, no doubt, 
present a few surprises, especially as the 
verdict will represent the combined 
opinion of the most experienced amongst 
our leading collectors and the shrewdest 
of our dealers.
The First Entry

The first entry has already been made 
for the Exhibition, and Prince Edward of 
Wales claims the honour and credit of 
having made it.

He is a sharp and enthusiastic young 
collector, and he has the courage of his 
philatelic choice, for he has entered his 
collection of French Colonials.

Fancy a young collector tackling French 
Colonials! But he is a philatelic son of 
a philatelic father, and that makes all the 
difference.

S T A N L E Y  G IB S O N S  P R I C E S  C A T A L O G U E  O F T H E  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S  O F T H E  WORLD. 
V ol. I. Great Britain and Colonies ; post-free, 2$. 9d. V ol. II. The Rest of the W orld ; post-free, 2s. gd.
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NEW ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers if they will help him with the earliest possible Information eoneerning 

new Issues. Neu/s from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKIVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Brazil.— This country has commenced to print its 
stamps on watermarked paper. W e  have received 
from our publishers a block of four of the current 
200 reis with margins attached, from which we gather 
that the watermark is composed of the words “  Inidos "  
and “ Brazil" repeated on alternate lines in letters 
about three-parts of the height of the stamps.

tl Inidos Brazil." Per/,
200 reis, blue.

Northern Nigeria.— Mr. W . H. Regan informs 
Evens Weekly Stamp Nexos that he has seen the id. 
value on multiple C  A  paper. This is the first of the 
multiples from this colony.

IVmk. Multiple C A. Per/. 
id., purple and carmine.

Tasmania.— W e  quote the following somewhat 
unexpected announcement from the Melbourne 
Argus:—

“ Philatelists place a special value upon W est  
Australian and Tasmanian postage stamps, because 
they depict local scenery. It appears, however, that 
when the existing issues of these stamps are ex
hausted, no more will be struck off. A  promise was

made to the Federal Parliament that the K ing's Head 
should be printed on all Australian stamps, and the 
picturesque stamps issued in the States mentioned will 
therefore be withdrawn in favour of the conventional 
design which is printed in the other States of the 
Union.”

Obviously if the present supplies of the current 
picture stamps of Tasmania are to make w ay when 
exhausted for the Commonwealth issue, that issue will 
have to be ready much earlier than present appear
ances seem to warrant.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Recent Fijian Stamps
It has been reported in various American and Con
tinental journals that the recent issue of Fijian stamps 
were procurable postmarked to order. W e at once 
came to the conclusion that the information was ab
solutely untrue, as the postal authorities in Fiji, we 
thought, would never lend themselves to such shady 
business. Our inquiries have not proved the truth of 
our conclusions, and they have also brought to light 
certain facts which probably caused the journals in 
question to make their statement.

.Some little time ago our publisher was offered an 
unbroken sheet of each value, id. to 5s., every stamp 
lightly postmarked, and the original gum on it un
touched. The explanation given was that a merchant 
had invested in these stamps, and, to enhance their 
value, had them postmarked. He asked face value, 
but was prepared to accept less. Being desirous to 
find out if these stamps were sold postmarked to order 
by the authorities, as the foreign journals alleged, we 
wrote to the Colonial Postmaster at Suva, asking if 
such was the case, also the prices at which they could 
he obtained. Before the reply reached us we were in
formed that several lots had been offered in Sydney by 
Melbourne dealers. In one instance the values tallied 
exactly with the sheets offered to our publisher (id. to 
5s.). The lot offered in Sydney did not include the id.

The reply we received from the Colonial Postmaster 
at Suva was as follows : “  I have the honour to acknow
ledge the receipt of your letter, and in reply I have to 
inform you that the report with regard to postmarked 
sets of obsolete stamps being issued is unfounded. If 
you apply to Mr. ■■ , of Suva, he will be able to
furnish you with the information you ask for, regard- 
ing price of Fiji stamps, etc.”

The gentleman mentioned in the letter was com
municated with. From his reply we learn that a certain 
firm purchased 105 full sets and sent them to Sydney, 
hut recalled them as he was offered such a ridiculously 
low price. He was now prepared to sell them at 3s. 6d. 
per set, although some four weeks previously he asked 
7s. 9d. (face value of the set). Meanwhile the Mel
bourne dealers are offering the sets at prices varying 
between the two first quoted.

W hat we do not know as yet, and what we want to 
know, is this: Since the Fijian authorities deny the 
issue of the postmarked sets, how is it that these sets 
get on to the market postmarked in sheets, and offered 
at less than half face value?

The Australian Philatelist.

On Buying New Issues
M a n y  collectors endeavour to bring their albums up 
to a certain point, discarding all later issues, but for 
some reason or another we note that they always make 
exceptions. One country issues part of a set of 
stamps within the prescribed limits, and the remainder 
one or two years later, and, o f course, it would not 
do to have only half the set. Another makes an excep
tion to some pet country, and, as a rule, gradually 
keeps taking on more until he finds himself hustling 
to make up lost time and march with the band wagon. 
W e  should strongly advise our friends never to let the 
various issues get ahead of them. Buy immediately 
the stamps are issued; it is certain that they will never 
be cheaper, and at least one in ten is sure to get rare 
— which ones we do not know, but short issues and 
unforeseen accidents are continually happening, with 
consequent rapid advance in price. It is bad enough 
to have to pay high prices for old issues, but it is

particularly mortifying to find yourself paying five 
times the amount your friend purchased at a few 
months ago. No one can make a mistake in buying 
all new issues as they appear—when they can be pur
chased at a trifle over cost. The utmost loss on such 
stamps would be ten per centum, and the probable 
gain five times that amount.

Metropolitan Philatelist, U.S.

Sold out of Halfpenny Stamps!
T h e  following is extracted from the Swindon livening 
Advertiser of 26 August last

“  A strange occurrence happened in Swindon last 
Friday evening, when a gentleman stated that he 
entered the Bath Road Post Office, and asking for 
a halfpenny stamp was informed that the ‘ firm* had 
sold out. It appeared there had been a phenomenal 
rush on those stamps during the day.”

Mr. Vivian Miles, to whom we are indebted for the 
cutting, points out that the Hath Road P.O. is one of 
the head offices in the district!

Stamp Collectors Fortnightly.

The W ily Hindoo
T h e  native messenger of India is a curious character. 
His collecting propensities are wonderful, and the 
postage stamps upon letters entrusted to him to post 
at one time appealed to him as no inconsiderable 
trifles. B y  those who are strangers to our hobby vve 
have heard this individual quoted as an illustration of 
a philatelist, but from this we have always vigorously 
dissented on more grounds than one. He is not par
ticular as to the condition of his stamps, and although 
he may be fairly described as a specialist in unused, 
original gum to him presents no special virtue, it 
being quite sufficient so long as the stamps are fairly 
fresh in appearance to warrant their being sold again 
for postal purposes. That he is a type o f stamp col
lector nobody will deny, and least of all those who 
have had the fortune to live any time in India.

T o  combat this tendency on the part of the natives, 
the practice of penstroking the stamps after they have 
been affixed to the envelope has been in common use 
in India for many years, and has been found to be very 
efficacious, for in common with most stamp collectors 
the natives draw the line at penniarked specimens, 
hence they have been left severely alone and the 
recipients have been denied the pleasure of paying 
double postage on delivery.

W e  see that the privilege has been withdrawn, and 
that henceforth no penmarking is to be allowed. It 
remains to be seen whether the present generation of 
native messengers have inherited their fathers love 
for unused stam ps; if so, we may confidently look 
forward to a set of unpaid letter stamps in the near 
future—and who will venture to characterize such an 
issue as unnecessary?—Philatelic Record.

Ingoldsby on Mulreadies 
A  s e t  of those odd-looking envelope things, 
W here Britannia (who seems to be crucified) fiings 
T o  her right and her left, funny people with wings 
Am ongst elephants, Quakers, and Catabaw kings, 
And a taper and wax, and small Queen's-heads in 

packs,
W hich when notes are too big you must stick or. 

their backs.
Ingoldsby Legends.
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from the Trench by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

C H A P T E R  X X  (continued)

Hove William^ though Hetty's creditor, is about to 
become her debtor.

W H EN  W illiam  at length returned to Betty, 
breathless, furious, and discomfited, he found 
her laughing heartily.

“ Well, and did you find the commander's carriage?”  
asked she.

“ Oh, you do well to spend your time laughing ! “  
returned William. “ There is no carriage there. I 
have been robbed ! ”

“ Then you acknowledge it, imprudent man ! It 
seem-' to me, too, that I have seen that head some
where before."

“ W h at! you knew him, and you never told m e ? ”
41 Pardon me,”  said Betty, who had the greatest 

difficulty to keep from laughing. t41 knew no Luigi 
Spartivento. I only knew Sir Oscar T ilbury.”  

“ W h a t!”  cried William, quite beside himself. 
44 That was-----”

“ Yes, my friend. S ir  Oscar himself, of whom I 
have spoken to you, and whom I am quite sure I 
recognize now from the w ay he has of arranging 
meetings with people at the different towns he 
comes to.”

‘ Well, what shall I d o ?  I haven’t a cent left. 
Not even enough to stamp a letter or prove my 
identity. But that servant who was waiting for him ?”  

“ You are sim ple! These people, these cosmo
politan thieves, have all sorts of accomplices. I know 
all about them, having paid dearly enough for the 
knowledge. But come, I offer you the use of my 
carriage, which will only be a hired one, but which 
has the one good quality of being in existence. Will 
you come------? ”

“  But----- ” objected William hesitatingly.
“ Bah! One must yield to circumstances. I am 

only showing you a little ordinary politeness, and you 
have no choice in the matter. Come and dine with 
me, anyhow, and we shall see what will happen after
wards.”

There was nothing for it but resignation. William  
and John followed Betty and Victoria into a large 
landau which they happened to find disengaged, and 
which conducted them b y w ay of the quays, the 
Strada S. Lucia, the Piazza del Municipio, S. Ferdinand 
and the Plebiscito and the Villa Xazionale, to the 
Grand Hotel.

While John and Victoria superintended the arrival 
of the luggage in the hall of the hotel, William and 
Betty entered the salon to rest a moment; for, though 
it was not yet the middle of M ay, the heat was already 
quite Neapolitan, and a burning sun was shining in a 
sky of regal blue.

44 Let us say little, but to the point,”  said William, 
who had begun to form a resolution concerning his 
misadventure.

441 am all attention, rry dear sir,” returned Betty. 
“ You know m y position, and you have assisted in 

despoiling me. I have no idea, therefore, of being 
proud or of trying to nide the state of affairs from 
you. On the other hand, you will probably admit 
that I shall before long be again in a solvent position, 
so, without any false pride, I can ask you to lend me a 
hundred pounds while I am waiting for my banker to 
telegraph me some fu nds?”

“ Ouite im possible!”  returned the girl, with comic 
emphasis.

“  Im possible?”  And William, whose thoughts had 
been miles away from any idea of such a refusal, 
turned very red at the humiliation.

“  Oh, don't be alarmed,”  said Betty, seeing his 
trouble. “  I have the hundred pounds and plenty 
m ore; thanks to you partly, my dear friend, for 
without your generosity in Paris — ”

44 W ell then------? ”  asked William, comforted a
little by the kind remembrance.

44 W ell then— I shall behave as if I hadn’t them. 
And yet you cannot doubt m y desire to be agreeable 
to you .”

441 am afraid I must doubt it,”  said William drily.
“  No, my dear Mr. Keniss, you will not. But as it 

would be unkind of me not to give  you my real 
motive, please remember that, since at present you 
are m y prisoner and it is in my power to prevent 
your escaping to carry out the schemes that brought 
you to Naples, I should be very foolish to give you, 
or even lend you, the key o f the fortress in the form 
of bank-notes. Run up accounts in my name, as 
many as you please, and I promise to pay them— 
when I know what I want to kn ow ; but, as regards 
ready money, don’t expect it, for you will not have 
one cent.”

William took the matter very well when it was 
presented in this light, seeing that it meant no loss 
of dignity.

“ So, so,”  he said gaily, “ this is merely a little 
stratagem of war ? ”

44 Exactly.”
“ V e ry  well, so be it. I will g o  and pawn the 

precious pin you gave me, and which frightened our 
mutual thief so. I shall get the cost of a telegram 
for it.”

“ Oh ! a souvenir from me ! ” cried Betty, bursting 
into a laugh as she looked at W illiam's tie ; to which 
he put up his hand to take the pin— but the pin was 
no longer there.

44 W hat, has that also disappeared ? ” he cried.
“  Faith,” observed Betty, “ the commander wished 

to recover his ow n.”
“  His own ? W hat can you mean ? ”
44Y e s ; he let it fall into my trunk when he was 

rummaging it during our voyage. Now do you 
understand how I m e w  he was the thief; why I 
wanted him to see you wearing it, and why he was so 
overcome at the sig h t?”

“ But you might have told me— have shown me 
how blind I was.”

“  But you ought not to have let the good gentleman 
escape. So much the worse for you ! ”

The two young people had only the consolation of 
laughing over their various relations with the too 
seductive traveller, and of determining to do im
possible things to bring him to justice.

“ After all this, let us be serious,” said William. 
“  I suppose you don’t wish me to stop at this hotel, 
where you are staying you rself?”

“  W h y  n o t?”
“  Because you are a young lady and I am a young 

man, and it would not be quite the proper thing.” 
“ Are we not Americans, and so free to do as we 

p lea se ?” asked Betty, astonished at the scruple. 
“ Certainly, but we are not in Am erica.”
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“ Never mind. It is to m y interest that you stay 

here, so pray resign yourself to it.”
“ V e ry  good, Miss Betty. I obey.”
The girl looked at the clock.
“ Three o’clock,” said she. “ W e  have still some 

time before us. W ill you accompany me for a drive 
in the town at fo u r?”

“  Most willingly.”
“ Then I will meet you here in an hour's time.” 
William and Betty then retired to their respective 

apartments, followed, the one b y John and the other 
by Victoria.

“ W e  are in a very delicate position here,”  said 
William to his servant when they were alone. “ I 
know you for a chatterbox and a glutton, so I recom
mend the greatest discretion in your dealings with 
Miss Scott and Victoria, who will not fail to get all 
they can out of you. Don’t accept anything from 
them, and don’t tell them a word about our plans.”

“  Don’t you fear, s ir ; I’ll be dumb.”
At this same moment Betty was saying to Victoria— 
“ W e  have our adversaries in our power, and we  

must profit by the circumstance in getting to know 
exactly what they have come here for. I will see if I 
can make Mr. Keniss speak, and you must try what 
you can do with John.”

“ V e ry  well, miss; I will do my best.”
Punctually at four o’clock William and Betty entered 

an elegant victoria, drawn b y  two Sardinian horses, 
whose harness, studded with silver nails, shone in the 
sun like carbuncles. T h e y drove first past the 
magnificent gardens stretching before the Grand 
Hotel, and known as the Villa Nazionale. Then along 
V ia Carracciolo, having, on the one side, the panorama 
of the blue sea, the old Castello del' O va and the 
distant mountains of Sorrento, covered with a golden 
mist, and, on the other, the palms and rare trees of 
the park, which soften the severe outline of the Castle 
of S . Elmo.

Turning round the Pizzofalcone they gained the 
Toledo, the central artery of Naples, where an ani
mated bustle was beginning after the midday siesta.

“  W hat a noise! W hat busy people ! W hat excite
m en t!” cried Betty.

“  If any one had told me a week ago that I should 
be here to-day, and, moreover, without any notion of
what I have come for------”

William's only reply was a smile, but a minute later 
he remarked—

“ I must not forget to enter niy complaint against 
the commander.”

The driver, being informed of this desire, turned 
towards the Palace of San Giacomo, the Town Hall, 
where are the offices of the Naples police. At his 
request William was introduced to the head of the 
police himself, M. Petto, a man of mature age, good- 
looking, and the best of company. Betty made one 
of the party, and the two Americans gave a graphic 
account of their unfortunate adventures with their 
brilliant but elusive adversary.

“ W ill you describe him to m e ?”  said the chief, 
smiling.

This was a matter of no small difficulty to the two 
prosecutors. T o  William he had presented a turned- 
up brown moustache, closely cropped hair and dull 
complexion ; to Betty a light, drooping moustache 
and bright coloured cheeks. On one point they were 
agreed—the colour o f his eyes, which was a beautiful 
reddish brown with fawn-coloured rays emanating 
from the pupils.

“ V e ry  good,”  said the chief. “ I shall find him 
before long, as he cannot be far aw ay.”

Delighted at this assurance, William and Betty 
thanked the obliging functionary as heartily as if they 
were already in possession of their money and papers, 
got into their carriage again, and returned to the 
Toledo to continue their drive ; the driver, who could 
gabble a few English words, pointing out the objects 
of special interest.

“  That,” said he, “  is the Royal Palace, with marble 
statues of the principal kings who have governed the 
country; a little further back is the San Carlo 
Theatre ; opposite, the Umberto G allery; yonder is 
the Bellini Theatre—the Gallery of the Prince cf 
Naples—the Museo Nazionale."

And their drive continued through the V ia Salvator 
Rosa and the wide Corso Vittorio Kmanuele, which 
winds round the heights of S . Elmo, and whence you 
can catch, in places, incomparable views of the town 
and the bay.

“ W hat an astonishing co u n try !"  said Betty. 
“ W hat lig h t! W hat a su n ! W hat colours! It's 
enough to make one blind or mad.”

“ Yes, it is g r a n d !” said W illiam , yielding to the 
beauty of the scene.

Betty, knowing well how enthusiastic feelings such 
as admiration, often lead to confidences, felt she might 
risk a leading question.

“ O f course you are still looking for the famous 
stam p! ”  she said. “  And it is no less evident that it 
is to be found at Naples, since you have come here. 
Is it not s o ? ”

“  Perhaps,”  said William enigmatically.
“ You might just as well tell me at once," insisted 

Betty, “  as 1 have warned you I shall not leave you till 
I know all about it.”

“  W ho knows but what I m ay find means to escape 
you yet ? ”

“ Thanks ; you are very kind.”
“  I can assure you,”  said William, with a little irony 

in hts tone, “ 1 have no more wish to be disagreeable 
than you have. W e  are engaged in warfare and must 
each attend to his own tactics. You keep me a prisoner; 
what could be more excusable than an attempt to 
escape?”

“  I shall follow you everywhere.”
“ Then it Is superfluous to tell you beforehand the 

places to which I intend goin g, as you will soon see 
for yourself.”

“  You are not very gallant.”
“  I will become so again. Miss Betty, when you 

again become generous. Good deeds lead to good 
ones, the same as bad to bad.”

“ Your silence is a revenge th e n ?"
“  It amounts to pretty much the same thing. You 

refuse to lend me a hundred pounds; I refuse to tell 
you a secret. W hat could be more just and natural?"

“  I have not refused them. 1 have simply imposed 
a delay.”

“  I will not act otherwise by you, Miss Betty. You 
shall have m y secret, but at the right time.”

A  deep silence followed. The carriage, doubling 
round, had turned to the right into the Mergellina 
and commenced the ascent towards Pausilippe by the 
Strada Nuova.

“  Look,”  said the driver, pointing to the imposing 
ruins, “ that is the Palace o f Donna Anna.”

On their right rose the slopes of the hill, covered 
with orange trees and Italian pines ; on the left, lovely 
gardens filled with flowers unrolled their lawns and 
beds away to the transparent blue waves of the sea.

At a turn in the Strada Nuova they came upon a 
magnificent edifice in the style of a castle of the time 
of Louis X I V . All around it were large shady groups 
of carob trees, citrons, and oaks. A  profusion of 
flowers was grow in g everywhere on turf, which was 
continually being watered by the gardeners, while 
clear streams issued with silvery babbling out of a 
number of pink marble fountains. A  large terrace 
with onyx balustrade ran along the front of the build- 
ing, from which a magnificent view of the bay might 
be obtained.

“ How splendid !”  said Betty. “ W hose house U 
th is?”

“ A h ! ”  said the driver. “ That belongs to a man 
who has eaten up all his patrimony and will not be 
here much longer, for he must be nearly at the end of 
his resources.”
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liam.

start at the name, but 
i  by Betty. Then it 
t the long-looked-for 
s  to be found ! And 

Almost near enough

to jump out of the 
ince. But what could 
jdden freak to B etty?  
So, contenting himself

with remarking carefully the situation of the place, 
an easily recognizable one, the Stamp King, for whom 
the drive had now lost much of its interest, in spite of 
the attractions of the hour and the beautiful scenery, 
proposed that they should return to the hotel. Betty 
was of the same mind, glad to return home herself 
to form in solitude some decisive plan, since her rival 
had no intention of letting her into his secrets. So  
she gave the order, and the two travellers were speedily 
being driven back towards the Villa Nazionale.

An extraordinary and unexpected scene was there 
awaiting them.

{T o  be continued.)

CORRESPONDENCE
, yrd September, 1905 

erent Printings 
n in philatelic circles, 
s, that the type o f post- 
cl is issued in two quite 
a provisional printing 
Anting firm of F . T ilg-  
t postage stamps have 
ing W orks, which is a 
ollowing was the cause 
wording to the order 
of the Interior, the new  
e to be introduced on 
the old Finnish stamps 
Is a pattern for making 
iry stamp was supplied 
innish authorities, and 
tions were to be pro-

1 to order them in Fin- 
ann and Co., printers, 
\  In December, 1900, 

were supplied b y the 
they were found to be 
y  were all rejected, 
red at once from Herr 
ring to the shortness of 
lied by 14th January.

Therefore it was necessary to provide a provisional 
issue by means of lithography, and Tilgmann, of 
Helsingfors, received the order to supply the re
quired stamps by 14th January. This firm supplied 
stamps in the following numbers:—

2 p . . . 590,000.
5 P* . . 3,088,000.

10 p. . . 1,194,00c.
20 p.

i mark . . 156,000.
A t the same time the said firm received an order to 

print a small provisional issue o f the 10 mark stamp in 
ordinary printing from cliches made by the firm itself 
and approved of by the government authorities. Of 
this 10 mark stamp 13,500 were issued.

All the stamps printed by Tilgmann and Co. were on 
chalked paper. The gumming and perforating took 
place in the Stamp-printing W orks by means of the 
same machines as were used later in the case of the 
stamps printed by the government authorities.

In the summer of 1901 the new cliches were supplied 
b y Herr Berthold, of Berlin, and approved of, and 
from them the various Finnish stamps have been made 
b y  the authorities themselves.

Thus there exist two issues of these stamps—one 
being a provisional issue made by a private printing 
firm, and the other the ordinary regular issue.

I append a list of the stamps of both issues, with a 
note of the chief points of difference in the stamps 
referred to.
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A . Provisional Issue, made by Tilgman and Co., 

chalked surface paper.
(«) Lithographed.
2 p., orange-rc/Aw. The figure “ 2 ”  below the 

shield is vertical, or slopes somewhat towards the left.
5  p. Strongly shaded from vellow-green to grass- 

green. The bottom strokes of the Russian letters are 
not clear ; the same letters somewhat smaller than 
later. The under-printing not clear, at times lacking 
entirely.

10 p., carmine-pink. The printing is smeared. The  
colour vanishes in water.

20 p. The figures “ 20** are squeezed between the 
words h k ii  and p e n *. The colour comes out in 
water generally.

1 mark. T he oval around the shield is yellowish 
green. T he bottom stroke of the figure “  1 ”  after the 
Finnish word M A R K A A  is lacking.

(A) Ordinary printing. I>one from the cliches pre
pared b y F. Tilgmann.

10 mark. T he background grey. T he upper colour 
is printed very thickly, so that the background is not 
visible between the inner parts o f the wings and the 
feathers. These stamps were printed in twenty-five 
pieces on one half-sheet, and with a black two-lined 
frame. The ciphers in “  1 0 "  have very thin strokes 
at top and bottom.

B . Government Issues,
Made by the Stamp-printing W orks on ordinary

non-chalky papers. Printed from H. Hcrthwld’ 
cliches.

2 p., orangs-red, The figure “ 2 "  is somewhat 
sloping towards the right.

5 p., pure green, light or dark. The under-prir.t is 
clear.

ro p., carmine-red, clear print.
20 p. The figures ‘ *2 0 "  are not squeezed so much 

between the words ui:u and PEN.
1 mark. The oval is blue-green. The figure “ 1" 

after the w o r d  m a k k a a  h a s  the stroke at foot.
10 mark. The colour is brighter than that of the 

provisional stamp. T he background approaches some
what lilac-brown, and is to be seen clearly between 
the wings and the flight-feathers. The ciphers in 
“  to ”  have thicker strokes above and below than in 
the case o f the provisional issue. The stamps are 
printed together in 100 pieces on the sheet, and have 
no frame. The stamps on the margin on the right 
and left sides bear portions o f the border watermark. 
“  Finlands Stam pelkontor”  or “ Suomen Leimakon- 
tori.’*

The to mark stamp described above is therefore the 
first Finnish stamp to bear a watermark. In conse
quence of the forgeries o f the 20 p. postage stamp 
made in the autumn of 1904, the Government intend- 
to have from next year all postage stamps primed on 
paper with watermark.

M. v. H.

PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
T h e  Ju n io r Philatelic Society

President: Fred J .  Melville.
Secretary : H. F. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, Clapham  

Road, S. W.
Meetings: Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C.
Annual Subscription : It. 6d.

Programme of Meetings
Season 1905-6 (Subject to Revision)
M e e t in g  P i.a c f ,— F xeter Hall, Strand, W .C . (M ay 
be reached b y bus and rail from all parts of 
London.)

T im e  o f  M e e t in g s .—The business of the meetings 
is taken at 8 p.m ., but the hall is open from two to two 
and half hours earlier, according to the time-table, to 
enable members to meet and exchange stamps, and 
for auction sales of members’ duplicates.

T e a . — The officials of the Society, on meeting nights, 
meet at tea in the refreshment-room at Exeter Hall, 
and tables are reserved for them, and for any members 
who care to join them. Tim e, 5  o'clock on Auction 
nights, 5.30 on Bourse nights.

B o u r s e . — No charge or commission of any kind is 
made on exchanges effected am ong the members at 
the meetings. But the Committee earnestly hope 
that exchanging will be confined to the hours before 
or after the actual business, in courtesy to the phil
atelist who is lecturing or displaying his collection.

A uction*.—See Special Regulations in new Pro
spectus.

C o m p e t it iv e  N ig h t s . —See Special Regulations in 
new Prospectus.

I m p o r t a n t .— The annual subscription of ts.6d. does 
not admit of the posting of regular notices of every  
meeting. Members are therefore urgently requested 
to keep the full programme b y  them for frequent 
reference, and to remember that the meetings are on 
the first  and third  Saturdays of each month.

Saturday, 7 October, 1905
6. o. Bourse.
8. o. Presidential Address.

8.20. Paper and display. “  British Somaliland.”
B. W . H. Poole, Vice-President.

9. o. Paper. “ The Gentle Art of Stamp Collecting.'*
C . B. Purdom.

at October (Nelson Centenary)
6. o. Bourse.
8. o. Paper. “ Posts in Nelson’s Tim e.”  Fred J. 

Melville.
8.20. Paper. “ The Electric and International: A

Talk about British Telegraphic Companies 
and Stam ps.”  R. Ilalliday.

8.40. Display. African Colonies I. Cape Colony.
9.20. Debate. “ Should great commemorations be

signalized by the Issue o f Special Stam ps?"
4 November (Competitive)
5.30. Auction Sate.
8. o. Display. Great Britain. J .  S . Higgins, jun.

T w o  Diplomas will be awarded for the best collec
tions of Great Britain submitted to the Examining 
Committee b y  members, {a) over twenty-one years of 
age ; (6) under twenty-one. 
i3 November
6. o. Bourse.
8. o. Paper and display. ** Colombia, Republic and

States.”  A . H . L. Giles, r . n .
9. o. Display. African Colonies II. Gambia and

Gold Coast, 
s December
5.30. Auction Sale.
8. o. Paper and Display. “ Sarawak.”  B. W . H.

Poole.
9. o. Display. K in g’s Head and recent Colonial*.

J .  E . Heginbottom, b . a .
16 December
6. o. Bourse.
8. o. Paper. “  Hayti for Beginners.”  Fred J .  Melville.
8.30. Humorous Paper. “ On Nothing in Particular—

Especially Stam ps.”  W . E . Imeson.
9. o. Display. African Colonies III. Transvaal, from

18 7 8 ; Natal, from 1859 ; and Orange River 
Colony.



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY 223

Literature Night
t$o6. Saturday, 6 January (Competitive)

Two Diplomas will be awarded, one for the best 
exhibit of philatelic literature or library accessories, 
and one for the best short paper (not to exceed ten 
minutes in the reading), to be read by a member to 
the meeting. Notice of such papers must be given 
to the Hon. Secretary b y 1 January. A  further 
Diploma will be awarded to the publisher exhibiting 
the best handbook, special or general, calculated to 
be of advantage to junior philatelists. The special 
programme will include :—
5. jo. Auction of Philatelic Literature.
8.0 . Paper. “ Early Stamp Catalogues.”  R. Ilalliday,

Saturday, 20 January
6. o. Bourse.
X. o. Paper. “  Gibraltar and the Morocco Agencies."

H. \V. Westcott.
Display. Gibraltar. G . F. H. Gibson, Hon. 

Secretary of the Manchester Philatelic Society.
8.40. Display. African Colonies IV'. St. Helena and

Sierra Leone.
9.15. Debate. “ Used v. Unused.”  Openers, C . J .

Patman (U sed); James Feeney (Unused).

Friday, z February
Inauguration o f the Manchester Branch o f the 

Junior Philatelic Society by the President at the 
Athenaeum, Manchester. Collectors residing in or 
near Manchester can obtain particulars and tickets in 
due course from Mr. I. J . Bernstein (local Hon. Secre
tary pro tem.), 9, Albert Square, Manchester.

Saturday, 3 February 
6. o. Auction.
8. o. Display. Forgeries. A . B. Kay.
8.40. Display. African Colonies V'. l.agos and Mau

ritius.
9.15. Paper and Display. “ Barbados.”  C . P. Rogers. 

17 February
Seventh Annual Conversazione in the Hijou Theatre, 

Archer Street, \V\, when it is hoped to present a 
philatelic farce, entitled “ The Lady Faker," for the 
first time. Full announcements will appear in due 
course.

3 March
5.30. Auction.
8. 0. Display. The Fiscal Stamps of the United

States and Crete. W . Schwabacher, Chair
man of the Fiscal Philatelic Society.

9. 0. Paper. “  Philately in the Police Courts.”  C . B.
Purdom.

10 March
2.30. Third visit to the Tapling Collection of Stamps

at the British Museum.
17 March 
6. 0. Bourse.
8, 0. Paper and Display. “ The College Stamps of

Great Britain.” L. Savournin.
9. o. Display. African Colonies V I. North and

South Nigeria, N iger Coast, and Oil Rivers.

7 April (Competitive). Lad ies’ night. Lad ies specially 
invited

5.30. Auction.
8. 0. Display. Cape of Good Hope, including the

triangular issues. Mrs. E. Field.
9. o. Paper. “  Philately in Fiction.” The President.

Two Diplomas will be given for the best small 
collections (general or special) submitted by lady 
members to the Examining Committee, not later than 
six o’clock, (a) for ladies ovti twenty-one, (b) under 
twenty-one.

N.B. — Many ladies attend these meetings regularly, 
but it is hoped that on this evening an unusually large 
number will be present.

at April (Competitive)
6. o. Bourse.
8. o. United States Competitive Display.

T w o  Diplomas will be given for the best collections 
of the United States issues submitted to the E x 
amining Committee by members — (a) over twenty- 
one, (b) under twenty-one.

9. o. Display. African Colonies. British Bechuana-
land, Somaliland, Central Africa, East Africa 
and Uganda, and South Africa.

S M a y
5.30. Auction.
8. o. Paper and Display. “ The Emperor's Head

issues of Brazil.”  Percy C . Bishop.
9. o. Paper and Display. “  Entires of Dutch Indies."

\V . A . Bois.
19 M a y
5.30. Bourse.
7.30. Annual General Meeting.

9 June
Annual Excursion or Garden Party.

Extra meetings may be held from time to time as 
occasion arises, and due notice will be given of same 
in Gibbons Stamp Weekly. Suggestions for, and offers 
of, interesting items should be addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary.

T he interesting series of British African displays on 
the third Saturday of each month (except February, 
when the display will be given on theJtrsi Saturday), 
has been arranged b y the kindness ot Ernest Hegin- 
bottom. Esq., H .A ., who has placed his vast collection 
at cur disposal for study on these occasions. Young  
members, and old ones too, arc particularly desired 
to bring their own collections of these colonies for 
comparison and reference.

This Programme, in handy pocket form, with full 
particulars, 32  pp., may be had free from the Hon. 
Secretary, H. F . Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, 
Clapham Road, S .W .,  to whom also all* applications 
for membership should be made.

En terp rise Philatelic Society
Secretory: A. C- Constantinidea, Wooduiew, Archway Road, 

Highgate, London, N.
Meetings : Monthly, Devonshire House Hotel, Bishopsgate Street, 

London, E.C.

A l l  arrangements are now complete for the approach
ing season, and the Committee will shortly issue the 
third annual report of the Society, a careful perusal of 
which is requested.

A  few minor alterations have been made in the 
rulqs.

The Exchange Section has shown unusual activity 
throughout the slack season, sales from the packets 
averaging 20 per cent, of the total value, which now 
reaches a very respectable figure every month, and is 
usually contained on between fifty and sixty sheets.

W ith regard to the programme for 1905-6, Mr. 
Schwabacher has again kindly consented to contribute 
to the displays with a collection of the United States 
and Philippines, accompanied by a dissertation en
titled “  Fiscal Notes and Indications."

Mr. E. Heginbottom, h. a ., has also favoured us 
with the promise of a series of displays from the West 
Indian portion of his collection 5 and with several other 
items of a high quality in the list, the outlook for the 
winter months Is indeed promising.

The finances of the Society are in a flourishing con
dition, as wilt be seen from an inspection of the state
ment of accounts to be published shortly.

The first meeting for 1905-6 will take place at the 
London head-quarters, the Devonshire House Hotel, 
Bishopsgate Street, E .C ., on W ednesday, 18 Octo
ber, and the names of several applicants for member
ship will be placed before the members.
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THE STAMP MARKET
By AN ODD LOT
Charging for Auction Catalogues
I h a v k  received a circular from Messrs. Puttick and 
Simpson, intimating that in future they intend to 
make a charge of 2s. for the catalogues of their 
Stamp Auctions each season.

Hitherto our Stamp Auctioneers have sent out their 
catalogues free to all well-known collectors.

There is no question that the free distribution of 
the catalogues must be a great expense, but it is in 
the interest of both seller and auctioneers that they 
should be widely distributed. One might go  further 
and say that it is to the disadvantage of the seller if 
the distribution of catalogues is in any way restricted.

However, Messrs. Puttick and Simpson ought to 
know their own business best, though 1 fear their 
decision will handicap them in the eyes of collectors 
when a choice comes to be made for the auctioning 
of a collection.

I guess if I had to dispose of m y collection I should 
prefer that auctioneer who had a name for the early 
and fre e  distribution of his catalogues.

Glendining's Second Sale
I H A V E  just received t h e  catalogue of Glendining's 
second sale. There are not many showy stamps in 
the lots, but there are some tempting collections of 
many countries.

W hat a splendid opportunity young collectors, and

general collectors too, have nowadays for starting 
with a cheap lot of most countries !

It is the well-known practice of the auctioneers to 
pick out the expensive stamps from a collection for 
sate in separate lots, and then sell the rest as a collec
tion or, as they frequently describe it, “  remainder of 
the collection." These lots now and again fetch good 
prices, but as a general rule they are bargains, and 
collectors who want to make a start with a new 
country should keep their eyes open for these re
mainder lots.

High Values of Colonials
S o  many colonics are now running high values that 
the question of stocking them becomes a very serious 
matter for dealers.

Consequently it is no uncommon thing for a collec
tor to have to hunt from pillar to post for values from 
5s. upwards.

Hence in all probability some of these fine days it 
will be found that high values of short life will be
come surprisingly high priced.

I have recently had considerable difficulty in two or 
three 10s. and £ 1  stamps that I wanted for my collec
tion, all of them current.

Dealers get in a few at first, sell out, and don't 
bother any further. T hey cannot afford to concen
trate capital to sink it in a few high values which are 
naturally slow sellers.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
The Editor regrets that he has no time for direct correspondence. At! letters requiring a reply will be dealt with 

under the head of “ Answers to Correspondents."

L . S . (London, S .W .).— W rite J . A . Tilleard, Esq., 
Hon. Sec., 10, Gracechurch Street, London, E .C ., for 
information as to becoming a member of the London 
Philatelic Society. The Prospectus of the coming 
Exhibition, which we shall publish in a week or so, 
will give you full particulars as to exhibiting, and also 
as to tickets o f admission.

M. A. (Folkestone).— You r Trinidad overprinted 
“ Free F e e ”  is a fiscal stamp. “ O .S .”  on South 
Australian stamps denotes “ Official Stam ps.”

C. V . H. (Birmingham). The value of a 3d., New  
South Wales, depends upon what variety of perfora
tion it is. ,

OUR PHILATELIC
OCTOBER, 1905
5 is; 6. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 

London. 4.4$ p.m.
6. Manchester Philatelic Society: Elementary Discussion, 

Antigua. Opened by J .  H. Taylor.
10 & 11. Auction : Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 

London. 4.30 p.m.
12 & 13. Auction: Ventom. Bull, and Cooper, Temple Hotel, 

Arundel Street, London. 5 p.m.
13. Manchester Philatelic Society: Display, with notes, Tonga. 

J .  H. Abbott.
16. Auction : Douglas Cook and Co , 56a, Sauchiehall Street, 

Glasgow. 6.30 p.m.
17 & 18. Auction : Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, Lon

don. 4.30 p.m. __________

E d ito ria l A ddress—E dw ard  J .  N a n k iv s il

M. D. M. (Folkestone).—Better write again. The 
Secretary of the Junior Philatelic Society is Mr.
H. F. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, Clapham 
Road, London, S .W . W e  know o f only one colour, 
blue, on the 5d., Queen's Head, Great Britain.

T . B. (Hyde Park, W .).—You will find the imperf. 
5d., Canadian Beaver stamp, catalogued and priced in 
Gibbons, No. 44, used, 60s. That is the price for a 
single. A s you are resident in London, your best 
plan will be to call at Stanley Gibbons', 391, Strand, 
W .C ., and see the various albums and make your 
own personal choice. The “ Strand”  Album would 
probably be best for your purposes.

DIARY
19& 20. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 

London. 4.45 p.m.
ao. Manchester Philatelic Society: Elementary Discussion, 

Barbados. Opened by G. L. Campbell, jun.
34 & 25. Auction: Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square. 

London. 4.30 p.m.
36 & 27. Auction: Ventom, Bull, and Cooper, Temple Hotel, 

Arundel Street, London. 5 p.m.
37. Manchester Philatelic Society: I a per, Chili from 1807.

K. Albrecht.
31. Auction: Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, London. 

4.30 p.m.

Camamon, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W. B bkmdon & S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Sta n u cv  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
30 September, 1905



Gibbons Stamp Weekly
EDITED BY EDWARD J. NANKIVELL

7 OCTOBER, 1905 V o l . II.

INTERNATIONAL 
PHILATELIC EXHIBITION, 1906
By TH E EDITOR

1

T H E  R O Y A L  H O R T IC U L T U R A L  H A L L , V IN C E N T  S Q U A R E , W E S T M IN S T E R , S .W .

fAN other pages of this number of 
^ '  Gibbons Stam p W eekly we publish in  
extenso the Prospectus of the great Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition which is to 
be held in London in May of next year.
As our readers are aware, the grand 

new hall of the Royal Horticultural 
Society in Vincent Square, Westminster,
S. W., has been specially engaged for the 
purposes of the Exhibition.
The Prospectus now published will 

afford further evidence of the determina
tion to make the Exhibition a memorable 
success.
The patronage of H.R.H. the Prince 

of Wales, President of the Philatelic 
Society, London; of present and past 
Postmasters-General; the chairmanship 
of the Earl of Crawford ; the active 
support of a General Committee which 
includes the most eminent collectors and 
dealers in the wide-reaching world of

Philately, and the approval and promised 
cordial support of the great Philatelic 
Societies of Europe, cannot fail to com
mand success.

Amongst the most notable features of a 
carefully drawn Prospectus, not the least 
satisfactory is the provision which has 
been made for a Championship Class, 
which removes many unapproachable 
collections from the arena of general com
petition, and pits them against each other, 
instead of allowing them, as heretofore, 
to sweep the floor of medals right and 
left, to the discouragement and dis
appointment of less fortunate but equally 
industrious collectors.

The classification of the various coun
tries has been done with evident care and 
unquestionable acumen ; nevertheless, it 
will probably give rise to not a little 
difference of opinion amongst the devotees 
of countries which are ranked lower than
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they fondly expected to find them. How 
many specialists in Australians would 
yield place to the stamps of Switzerland 
and Afghanistan, and give the popular 
favourites of Victoria, South Australia, 
New' Zealand, and Tasmania a back seat 
in their favour? Not many. Vet so it 
has been decided in a Committee Cully 
cognizant of all that can be urged pro 
and con. Transvaal, one of the finest 
of all countries for the specialist, has at 
last won its place amongst the “greats” 
in Section 2 of Class II, and we feel 
assured that it will be worthily repre
sented by grand exhibits.

Of medals there is no lack, and the 
judges have in Class II power to award 
an additional gold medal if the exhibits

exceed six. Many other medals will 
doubtless be tendered to the Exhibition 
Committee for their acceptance and dona
tion.

Class IX is set apart for junior collec
tors only, who are invited to exhibit 
general or special collections in albums. 
Juniors are classed by age, Section 1 
being for collectors from 16 to 21 years, 
and Section 2 for collectors under 16 
years of age. Three silver and four 
bronze medals are set apart for their 
exhibits.

It now remains for collectors to make 
their entries, and the sooner these are 
made the easier will be the work of the 
Exhibition Committee in the apportion
ment of space.

ALBUMS
By REV. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.

{Continuedfrontpage 213.)
The Illustrated Album
TN the August number of Stanley Gib- 
1 bons M onthly Jo u rn a l, an account was 
given of the very latest thing in Illustrated 
Albums. It consists of large pages with 
spaces marked out for the stamps, and 
margins so large that room is found for 
coats-of-arms, portraits of sovereigns, 
and views of well-known places in the 
country the stamps of which figure on 
the page thus ornamented. The descrip
tive list of the stamps is on the back of 
each page. The sheets are separate and 
can be contained in a portfolio or drawer.

As I read the description I could not help 
letting memory roam back over the years 
and mentally comparing the album of the 
seventies with this finished production, 
which is a veritable work of art. It 
points a very forcible moral and tells us 
how great must be the hold which stamp 
collecting has on the minds of men in 
that it attracts to its service such a wealth 
of descriptive art as this album reveals.

The Illustrated Album, generally re
cognized as such, is not, however, quite 
so ambitious in design. The best of the 
kind are printed on one side of the paper 
only, catalogue and illustrations of stamps
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appearing on the left, and spaces to corre
spond on the right - hand pages. The 
catalogue and illustrations are of the 
greatest help to the young philatelist, for 
they present a valuable object lesson in 
the method of arranging stamps in series, 
and save no end of trouble if the collector 
desires, at some future date, to remount 
his stamps according to some final decora
tive scheme which years of experience 
have formulated and an overgrown album 
demands.
The cost of one of these albums varies 

from 12s. 6d. upwards, according to bind
ing. The price is undoubtedly the bone 
of contention to some who are not over

unattainable, the search for perfection 
and completeness, the great characteristic 
of man ? Does not indifference and some
times nausea set in when a man has 
attained the object of his labours ? Be
sides, no one would be so foolish as to 
think that because he had set out to 
collect the world’s stamps, he must or 
could ever complete such a collection. 
The charm of stamp collecting lies not 
in completion but in acquiring, arranging, 
studying, travelling over fresh fields, add
ing new conquests, ever approaching but 
never reaching the goal. Away with the 
futile argument! The collector's motto is 
“ Excelsior,” not “ Excelsissimus.” Life

T H E  C E N T U R Y  A LB U M

A L L  T H E  W O R L D  IN O N E V O L U M E

burdened with this world’s goods, but 
when the initial cost of production of such 
an album (some 2̂000 to ,£.3000) is 
taken into account, the cost cannot be 
regarded as at all excessive. An album 
to contain some 18,000 stamps, illustrated 
with several thousand full-sized reproduc
tions of the stamps in catalogue order, 
cannot well be produced for less, unless 
space is economized by printing illustra
tions on both sides of the page, a practice 
which is to be deprecated for the reason 
already given undet the heading of the 
Ruled Album.
There may, however, be a deep-rooted 

objection to the collection of the world's 
stamps. One argues that the task is im
possible. True ; but is it to be despised 
for that? Is not the striving after the

( T o  b e

is not long enough for the acquiring of 
even a tithe of the sum total of the phila
telic knowledge of this age.

But there is another argument which 
works strongly in favour of a limited form 
of collection. It is the argument of one 
who has special facilities, due to business 
or friendship or location, for the acquiring 
of the stamps of some continent or group 
of countries. Such a fortunate individual 
may seek for a special Illustrated Album, 
and he need not have long to seek. 
There are such albums for British Africa, 
Europe, and the British Empire. They 
are on the same principle as the cata
logued album we have described above, 
and the prices run from 10s. to 50s., ac
cording to the nature of the binding and 
finish.

eornttH ttea. I
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INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION, LONDON, 1906

Patron:
H .K.II. TH E PRINCE OF W ALES, K.G., &c.

(President o f  The Philatelic Society, London).

Vice-Patrons:
TH E LORD STA NLEY, M.P., K.C.V.O., Po s t m a s t e k -G e n e k a i ..

TH E RT. I ION. AUSTEN CHAM BERLAIN, M R , P.C , & t\ , late Po s t m a s t e r -G e n e k a i  , 1902-3. 
TH E MARQUESS OF LONDONDERRY, K.G., &c.( hue Po s t m a s t e r -G e n e r a l , 1900-2. " 

TH E DUKE OF NORFOLK, K.G., &c., late Po s t m a s t e r -G e n e r a l , 1S95-1900.
Chairman o f Committee:

TH E EA R L OF CRAWFORD, K.T.
(  Vice-President o f  The Philatelic Society, London).

Committee:
J .  H . AflUOTT 
W. B. A ver y
E . 1). B acon 
A . Hagshaw k
J .  S . B a k t i.k t t
A . W. B a t c iik i.d ek  
Mr s. B a y n e s  
C. B ec k
W . D o usin g  Bf.ckto n
K. A B e l l a m y
J .  Berkicho n  
C. N. Biocs
F . B r b it fu ss  
P. M. B rig h t  
W. B rown 
W. B ull
D k M. C a id e k  
M. P. C a s t l e , j . p.
A . W. C h am bers
W. L . C hew
A. C. COSsTANTINIDEZ
W . CoRFIF.LD
A. COVETTK
H . J .  C rocker
K . Dalton  
C . J .  I)aun 
D r. E . D ien a  
H. 1 . D uvken 
E .  fcoLV
R . E hkenbach

J .  K i.s t e k
A . C . E merson 
E d. S. K stopi-e y  
M a jo r  E . B . E van s
H . L . Hu e s  
D . F ie l d
K . W F in d ja h k
R . F r ie d i.
I. . W. F ulch er  
C o nsul C . G eo rg e
G . F. H. G ibson 
F. R. G inn
M. G ivvelh
H .  G k IFBF.RT
W . G runevvald
S . E . G w yek  
W . H adlow
T . W. H a l l
L. L. R. Haukouku
H. L. H aym an
F. H e n n ic k e

Geh. Obcrpustrath 
M r s. L . J .  H r i  l e y  
T . H. H inton 
A. H o llan d  
T . W ickh am  J ones 
W. L a n e  J oynt 
1 ) k . jur. Pau l  K loss
G . J ohnson
H . F . J ohnson

A. B . K av  
P a u l  K ohl 
P. K o sack  
W. K r a h - 
D r. ined. K u n ki.ku 
W. L aycock 
B aron L eh m an n  
T h . L em a ik k
E . L e n t z
F. . 1.KVV
W. K . L incoln 
W. S . L incoln 
C . L in i»knhek<.

Landgerichts Pracsidcm  
1*. J .  L loyd  
M. H. L om bard  
J .  N . L u f f  
D k . L ux 
Pa u l  M ikabau d  
C. E . M c N au gh tan  
P. Ma h A
J .  N . M arsdi-n 
T. M aycock 
W. M os-u
H. M u ller
K. J .  N a n k iv b l l  
L if.ut . F . H. N a p ie i :
J .  A . N ix
H. R . O l d f ie l d  
F. H , O liver

W. H . P e c k it t  
P. L . P em berto n  
C . I. P h il l ip s  
F. R ansom 
F . R k ic iie n iik im  
H er m a n n  dk i.a R i-n o id x  
B aron A . d e  R kuterskw ii 
O. V . R u s e
J .  B . R o ber t  
V ernon  R o ber t s
A. R o sen ber g  
£ .  M. R uben
F. C . S c a r e
W. ScmVAOACIIKK 
H . A . S l a d e
B. T . K . S m ith
G . H a m ii. io n -Smith 
A . H . S ta m fo r d
K. S tock
J .  A. T il l e a k d  
R ev . C anon U sh er  
A lph o n se  V ulliem in
J .  W a l k e r
K. W icks
C . S t e w a r t  W ilson 
W. T . W 11 son 
B aron A . dk  Worm- 
G . H . Worthington 
R . B. Y a r d l e y

support to, the Exhibition;—The following Societies have signified their approval of, and are giving their cordial
T he P h il a t e l ic  S o c ie t y , London 
T he P h ila t e l ic  S o c iet y  of I ndia  
T he B irm ingham  P h il a t e l ic  S o c iet y  
T he E n t e r p r ise  P h il a t e l ic  S o c iet y  
T he F iscal  P h il a t e l ic  S o ciety
T h e  G lasgow  &  W e s t  ok S co t la n d  P h il a t e l ic  S o cietv
T he H e r t s  P h il a t e l ic  So c iet y
T h e  I n t er n a t io n a l  Ph il a t e l ic  U nion
T he I rish  P h il a t e l ic  C lub
T h e  J unior P h il a t e l ic  So c iet y
T h e  K e n t  an d  S u ssex  P h il a t e l ic  S o ciety
T he L e e d s  P h il a t e l ic  S o ciety
T he L iverpool P h ila t e l ic  S o c iet y
T he M a n c h e st e r  P h ila t e l ic  S o c iet y
T h e  N orth of E n g lan d  P h il a t e l ic  S o ciety
T he O xfo rd  P h il a t e l ic  So c iet y

T h e  S h e f f ie l d  P h il a t e l ic  S o ciety  
T hk S cottish  P h il a t e l ic  S o ciety  
T hk W e s t  S u ssex  P h ila t e l ic  S o c iet y  
P h ii.a t k m s t k n .V e k e in  “ R und um B e r l in ”
InTERNA'MONAI.F.R PovrWEKTZElCHKNH ANDl.ER* V e KEIN.

B e r l in
C o pen h ag en  P h il a t i-i.ist-K lub  
In t fr n a t io n a l er  P h il a t e l is t e n -Ve r e in , D resden  
S oci£ t £  F ran^a is e  d e  T im broi.o gik , P a r is  
G e r m a n ia -R ing
N e DKKLANDSCHK Vt-.kEHMGlKC VAN P oST/.BGKLVERZAMI 

l a a r s , T h e  H a g u e
V ek m n  fur  B rd-fm a k k k n k u n d k , KtEf.
S o ciEt E L au san n o ise  dk T im brologik 
O k st k k r e ic h isc h ek  P h il a t e u s t e n -K l u b , V indobona. 

V ien n a

Executive Committee:
TH E EA RL OE CRAWFORD, K.T. (C h airm an ).

W. DORNING BECKTON 
M. P. CASTLE, J.P .
R. EHRENBACH

L. W. FULCHER 
F. IL OLIVER 
W. H. PECKITT.

C. J. PH ILLIPS 
H. A. SLADE 
G. HAMILTON-SMITH

Hon. Treasurer: F. REICHENHEIM, 29, Holland  V illas  R oad, K ensington , L ondon, W. 
( to whom a ll  remittances should he sent) .

Secretary: H. R. OLDFIELD, 1
Asst. Secretary: L. L. R. HAUSBURG, j *3* WaLBROOK' IONr>ON’ EC~

( to which address a ll  the other communications should he sent).

Hon.
Hon.
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Prospectus
IT will be nine years in 1906 since H .R .H . the Prince 
of Wales, k . g . ,  personally opened the last Interna
tional Philatelic Exhibition in I.ondon; and seven 
years having elapsed since the last of such Exhibitions 
took place in Great Britain (at Manchester in 1899), 
the Committee feel that the time has now arrived to 
organize a third International Exhibition, to be held 
in the Metropolis, in compliance with the growing 
and gradually increasing demand which has been so 
frequently expressed among Philatelists during the 
last two years.

They therefore appeal to Philatelists all over the 
world to afford their cordial support and co-operation, 
in order that the forthcoming Exhibition may worthily 
illustrate the progress made during the intervening 
years, and may show as great and substantial advance 
since 1897 and 1899 as did those Exhibitions over the 
one held in I.ondon in 1890.

The 1906 Exhibition will be held in the R o y a l  
Ho r t ic u l t u r a l  S o c ie t y 's  H a l l , V in c e n t  S q u a r e , 
W estm inster , S .W . (see illustration on the last 
page of the Prospectus), and will be opened on ' 
W e d n e s d a y , the 23rd M a y , 1906. The Hall is 
eminently suitable for the Exhibition, being lofty 
and with a ground area of about 140 feet by 75 feet. 
There is ample light through a domed glass roof, 
which can be screened from the sun’s rays when 
necessary. There are two recesses, 50 feet by 25 feet 
each, on a slightly raised level, available for dealers' 
stalls, and a tea room. There is also a raised band 
stand. On the first floor of the main building there 
is a lecture hall with three other rooms available for 
exhibits. The building is of fireproof construction 
and equipped with all requisite fire appliances. It is 
situate within seven minutes’ walk only of Victoria 
Station and Westminster Abbey, and five minutes’ 
from the Arm y and Navy Stores in Victoria Street and 
St. James’s Park Station on the Metropolitan Railway.

The Exhibition will comprise British, Colonial, and 
Foreign Postage Stamps, British Telegraph, Railway 
Letter Fee, and College Stamps, together with objects 
of interest in connexion with Philately, the Manufac
ture of Stamps, and the Postal Service. A  special 
feature will be the formation of two Championship 
Classes, where exhibits that obtained Gold Medals 
in London in 1897, or at Manchester in 1899, must be 
entered for competition ; but these classes will also 
be open to other exhibits and exhibitors.

All stamps will be exhibited under glass in locked 
or sealed cases. Night and day watchmen will be em
ployed, and every possible precaution will be taken to 
secure exhibits from damage or loss ; but no personal 
responsibility will be undertaken by the Committee.

Arrangements have been made for insurance against 
risk of loss by fire or iheft, further particulars of 
which will be found in the Rules and Regulations 
contained in this Prospectus.

Philatelists and Collectors throughout the world are 
cordially invited to exhibit, and it is especially hoped 
that the leading Collectors in the British Colonies, on 
the Continent, and in all Foreign countries will send

exhibits, so that the Exhibition may be thoroughly 
representative and international.

Arrangements will be made to facilitate as far as 
possible the passing of exhibits from abroad through 
the Customs without risk of damage, and for examina
tion to be made in the presence of a representative of 
the Committee. No duty is levied on stamps sent to 
Great Britain.

The Exhibition will remain open to the public from 
W ednesday, 23rd May, until Friday evening, the 
1st June, 1906, and all exhibits will be returned to the 
owners on Saturday, 2nd June, or as soon as possible 
after that date.

Intending exhibitors are specially requested to send 
full particulars o f their exhibits as early as possible, 
as by so doing they will considerably lighten the work 
of the Executive Committee and will enable them to 
devote the time and attention which are desirable for 
the preparation of the Official Catalogue.

T h e Exhibition will be held subject to the following 
Rules and Regulations, of all of which exhibitors 
will be deemed to have had sufficient notice.

R u les and Regulations
1 .  — Exhibits in the Championship Class and in 

Classes I to V I  must be mounted on cards, or loose 
sheets. Although no special size of cards is obliga
tory, it Is hoped that exhibitors who may be mounting 
their stamps specially for the Exhibition will make use 
of one of the undermentioned sizes, and so will 
assist the Committee in economizing space and 
securing uniformity.

The following are the sizes recommended as the 
most suitable for use in the frames and cases:— 

Height, 10 inches; width, 8 inches or 12 inches.
,, 15 inches ,, 12 inches.

(The sizes in centimetres will be 25$ x 20J or 30A, 
and 38 x 30^.)

Cards measuring to inches b y  8 inches can be sup
plied at a trifling cost on application to the Hon. 
Secretaries.

2 . — A charge for space, according to the size of the 
exhibits or of the cards or other material on which 
they may be mounted, will be made on the following 
scale

F or each square foot ... 4d.(minimumcharge 5 -).
F or each album or volume of stamps—

in Classes V II  and V III  ... ... 6 -
in Class IX  ... ... ... 2/6

Arrangements will be made by the Committee for 
insurance against loss b y  fire or theft of exhibits while 
in their custody, either before or during the con
tinuance of the Exhibition, and after the close of the 
Exhibition until despatched for return to the owners. 
An inclusive charge o f 2/6 will be made for each 
^ 10 0  insured. Owners of exhibits desiring to insure, 
and paying the prescribed amount, will have the 
benefit of the Policy effected b y the Committee to 
the extent o f the value at which such exhibits are 
accepted for insurance, but no personal liability is 
incurred by the Committee in regard to any loss.
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The charge for space, and insurance (if any), will be 

payable by the exhibitor when sending in his exhibit.
All exhibits will be returned free of charge to their 

owners by post or otherwise, but transmission will in 
all cases be at the sole risk of the owner— insurance in 
course of transit (if any) being paid by him.

3. — Notice of the nature and extent of the exhibits, 
with the value for insurance, should be sent to the 
Hon. Secretaries as early as possible, but not later 
than the 20th March, 1906, on the form accompanying 
this Prospectus.

4. —All exhibits must be delivered, post or carriage 
paid, between the tst and 10th May, 1906, at such 
place as m ay be notified to the exhibitor b y  the Hon. 
Secretaries. Punctuality in delivery is particularly 
requested, to ensure accurate description of the 
exhibits in the Official Catalogue.

5 . —T he right of refusing any exhibit, without 
assigning any reason for such refusal, is reserved b y  
the Committee, as is also the right of showing such 
part of any exhibit as the Committee may decide, in 
case of there being insufficient space available for 
showing the whole.

6. —All exhibits entered for competition must be 
bona j id e  the property of the exhibitor. Joint col
lections will be shown in joint names, but no combina
tion made expressly for the purpose of the Exhibition 
can be admitted for competition. Exhibitors in Class 
IX  must, if required, furnish evidence of age to the 
satisfaction of the Committee.

7. —Albums and volumes of stamps will be exhibited 
at the most interesting pages, to be varied from time 
to time during the Exhibition by a member of the 
Committee. No albums will be allowed to be 
inspected (except by the Judges) without the per
mission of the owner, and at his risk, and then only in 
the presence of a member of the Committee.

8. — No price or other notification of sale may be 
affixed to any exhibit, but the owner may intimate to 
the lion. Secretaries his desire to sell, and arrange
ments will be made to facilitate this being done, and, 
if necessary, to open a Register. No exhibit can be 
removed before the close of the Exhibition. In case 
of sale the price will be payable to the Committee, 
who will account to the owner for the purchase money, 
after deducting 2A per cent., to be applied towards the 
general expenses of the Exhibition.

9. —The Judges will be appointed by the Executive 
Committee, and their decision will, in all cases, be 
final. T h ey will be nine in number, of whom it is 
proposed that at least four shall be chosen from the 
representatives of Foreign Countries.

10. — No exhibits by any of the Judges can be 
entered for competition.

1 1 .  —The following scheme of competition has been 
adopted b y the Committee, but all exhibits which the 
owners may desire to enter as “  not for competition "  
will be so marked in the several classes for which they 
are eligible.

In making their awards the Judges will be requested 
to base the same upon a consideration of the following

qualifications: Completeness, Rarity, Philatelic know, 
ledge and research, Condition, Arrangement, and 
Neatness.

12 .— Donors and Guarantors to the Exhibition will 
be entitled to tickets of admission upon the following 
scale: For each donation of jQi. is. or each guarantee 
of ^ 2 0 :  one ticket for the opening day and eight 
tickets for use on any of the other days. Guarantors 
of £,\o  to have the option of one ticket for the 
opening day, or eight tickets for any other day.

Cham pionship C lass
This class will comprise exhibits that have obtained 

a Gold Medal at either the London Exhibition of 1897 
or the Manchester Exhibition of 1899. Any exhibitor, 
showing an exhibit of the country in respect of which 
he may have taken a Gold Medal at either of these 
Exhibitions, must exhibit in this Class, but any 
exhibitor is at liberty to send an exhibit fur this 
Class whether he may have previously obtained a 
Gold Medal for such exhibit or not.

S e c tio n  l
Great Britain or any of its Colonies, in separate 

exhibits.

S e c tio n  2
Other Countries in separate exhibits.

A w a r d s  fo r  e ach  S e ctio n  o f th is  C la s s
One Cup and one Gold Medal. T he Medals, how

ever, will not be given if there be less than three 
exhibits in the section concerned.

N o t h . —The Committee reserve the right to decide 
whether any exhibit is substantially one to which a 
Gold Medal has been previously awarded, and they 
may refuse to accept such exhibit except for one of 
the Championship Classes. Their decision upon this 
point will be final and conclusive.

C lass I to C lass V I
To consist of Special Collections of Adhesive Stamps of 
Various Countries, in separate exhibits

C lass I ,-G r e a t  Britain
S e ctio n  1

Postage Stamps (including Official Stamps and 
Fiscals available for postage). Unused only.

Awards,—One Gold, one Silver, and one Bronze 
Medal.

S e ctio n  2
Postage Stamps (including Official Stamps and 

Fiscals available for postage). Used only.
Awards.—One Silver and one Bronze Medal. 

S e c tio n  3
Telegraph, or Railway Letter Fee, or College

Stamps, in separate exhibits.
Awards. -  One Silver and one Bronze Medal.

C lass II
S e c tio n  l
British Guiana. United States of America
Hawaiian Islands. (including I’ostniastets*
Mauritius. Stamps).
New South W ales. Switzerland.

Afghanistan.
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Awards,—One Gold and two Silver Medals.

If over six exhibits, the Judges to have discretion 
to award additional Gold Medal.

Section 2
Victoria.
Transvaal.
New Zealand.
South Australia.
Ceylon.
Germany and States

Awards,—One Gold and two Silver Medals.

If over six exhibits, the Judges to have discretion 
to award additional Gold Medal.

Italy and States.
France and all Colonies. 
C o n fe d e r a te  S ta te s  o f  

A m e r ic a  ( in c lu d in g  
Postmasters’ Stamps).

Class III
Section 1
Western Australia. French Colonies.
Colombia and States. Roumania, and Moldo-
Straits Settlements (includ- Wallachia. 

ing Bangkok, Johor, India.
Negri Sembilan, Pa- Spain.
hang, Perak, Selangor, Philippine Islands.
Sungei Ujong, and Japan.
Federated Malay States). Tasmania.

France. Portuguese Indies.

Awards.— One Gold and two Silver Medals.

Section 2 
Finland.
Canada.
Queensland.
Cape of Good Hope.
Natal.
Trinidad,
Bolivia.

Awards.— One Gold and two Silver Medals.

Class IV
Section 1
Orange Free State. Uruguay.
Orange River Colony. Shanghai.
Greece. Turkey.
Portugal. Indian States(viz.Chamba,
Nevis. F a r id k o t , G w a lio r ,
Griqualand. Jhind, Nabha, Patiala).
Modena.

Awards. —One Gold, one Silver, and one Bronze 
Medal.

Section 2
Newfoundland.
Buenos Ayres.
Austria,
Tuscany.
S t  Vincent.
Barbados.

Awards.—One Gold, one Silver, and one Bronze 
Medal.

Section 3
Naples. Oldenburg.
Nova Scotia and New Brazil.

Brunswick. Chili.
Wurtemberg. Bhopal.
Azores and Madeira. Russia, with Livonia,
Sweden. W enden, and Poland.

Awards.—One Gold, one Silver, and one Bronze 
Medal.

L ganda.
Cashmere.
Grenada.
Argentine, with Cordoba 

and Corrientes.

Mexico.
Turks Islands.
Sicily.
Peru.
Dominican Republic. 
Fiji.

C lass V
S e c tio n  1
Belgium.
Russian Locals.
Russian Levant.
Dutch Indies, Curasao and
Austrian Italy. (Surinam.
Norway.
A n y two German States 

not in Class IV  or in the 
other sections of this 
class, and exclusive of 
Heligoland.

St. Helena.
New Republic.
Egypt, Sudan, and Suez 

Canal.
Oil Rivers, Niger Coast, 

Northern and Southern 
Nigeria.

Zanzibar.
Siam.
China.

Awards.—One Gold, one Silver, and two Bronze 
Medals.

S e ctio n  2 
Holland.
Denmark and its Colonies 
Heligoland.
Cyprus.
Hong Kong.
Persia.
Venezuela and La Guaira. 
British Honduras.

British Central Africa. 
British East Africa. 
British South Africa. 
Labuan.
North Borneo.
St. Christopher.
Costa Rica and Guana* 

caste.
ytwards.—One Gold, one Silver, and two Bronze 

Medals.

S e c tio n  3
Baden.
Saxony.
Luxemburg.
British Columbia and V an

couver.
Cuba, Porto Rico, and 

Fernando Poo.
A n y two Portuguese 

Colonies not in Class
III, Section t, or ('lass
IV , Section 3.

A n y two Italian States not 
in Classes III and IV  

St. Lucia.
A wards. —One Gold, 

Medals.

Bahamas.
British Bechuanaland 

and Protectorate. 
Servia.
A ny four or more Indian 

Native States not in 
Class IV .

Lagos.
Sierra Leone.
Seychelles.
Tobago.
Virgin Isles.
Hungary.
Tonga.

one Silver, and two Bronze

C lass V I
S e c tio n  1
Malta.
Ionian Isles.
Leeward isles and C ay

man Islands. 
Montserrat.
Roumelia and South 

Bulgaria. 
Montenegro.
Bosnia.
Monaco.
Guatemala.

Roumania (without 
Moldo-Wallachia). 

Paraguay.
Denmark
Ecuador.
Hayti.
Honduras.
Nicaragua.
San Salvador.
Swazieland and Stella- 

land.
Awards.—T w o Silver and two Bronze Medals.

S e c tio n  2
Bermuda.
Jamaica.
Antigua. Crete. 
Abyssinia.
British New Guinea. 
Dominica.
Falkland Isles.
Gambia.
Samoa.
Cook Islands.
Gibraltar and Morocco 

Agencies.
Gold Coast.

Zululand.
Bulgaria.
Congo.
Sarawak.
San Marino. Liberia. 
Prince Edward Island. 
Corea.
German Colonies.
British Somaliland. 
Madagascar

(British Consular Mail). 
Iceland
Danish W est Indies

Awards.— T w o  Silver and two Bronze Medals.
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C lass V I I
To^consist of General Collections in Printed Albums. 

Section i .—Without limit as to number.
,, 2 . -  Containing- from 5000 to 10,000 stamps.
,, 3 .— ,, not more than 5000stamps.

Aw ards.— One Gold, two Silver, and two Bronze 
Medals in Section 1.

T w o  Silver and two Bronze Medals in Section 2.
f_O n c  „  „  „  ,, 3.

Sec Note Class V III.

C la ss V I I I
To consist of General Collections in Plain Albums. 

Section 1 .—Without limit as to number.
,, 2 . -  Containing from 3000 to 10,000 stamps.
,, 3 .— ,, not more than 5000 stamps.

Awards.— Similar to those in Class V II .

N o t e . — No collection in Classes V II  or V III  will 
be considered to be a General Collection unless it 
consists of at least twenty-five Countries.

C lass I X
F o r  J u n io r  C o lle c to rs  o n ly
To consist of General or Special Collections in any kind 
of Album.

S e ct io n  1
For Collectors aged from 16 to *x years.

Division  1 .— Collections containing over 5000 
stamps.

,, 2. — Collections containing from 3000 to
5000 stamps.

,, 3. — Collections containing not more than
3000 stamps.

Awards.— T w o Silver and two Bronze Medals for 
Division 1.

One Silver and two Bronze Medals for Division 2. 
T w o Bronze Medals for Division 3.

Section  2
For Collectors under 16 years of age.

Division  1. — Collections containing over 2000 
stamps.

,, 2 .— Collections containing under 2000
stamps.

Awards.— One Silver and two Bronze Medals for 
Division t.

T w o  Bronze Medals for Division 2.

C la ss X
For Exhibits by Stamp Engravers and Manufacturers of 
Postage Stamps and Telegraph Stamps.

Stamps shown in this Class must be limited to speci
mens of work done by the exhibitor’s own Firm or 
Company, and may comprise Stamps as issued, Proofs, 
or Essays, or all three.

Awards. — One Gold and one Silver Medal.

C la ss X I
Special Arrangements of Stamps, Proofs, Essays. 
Curiosities, and Objects of Interest in connexion 
with Philately and the Postal Service.

Awards.— T w o  Silver and two Bronze Medals.

No Special or Private Medals will be accepted by 
the Committee for this Exhibition, but a further 
limited number of Medals will be placed at the dis
posal of the Judges for award in any cases in which 
they may consider an exhibit specially deserving of 
recognition, and the Committee will also award Silver 
Medals for special services rendered to the Exhibition.

No exhibitor can take more than one prize in each 
Class, nor more than three in Classes II to V I  inclusive, 
and no exhibit may be entered lor more than one 
Class or Section.

The Committee much regret that owing to the 
limited space available, they have been unable to 
provide for the exhibition o f envelopes, post cards, 
and philatelic literature.

CORRESPONDENCE
Exchange of Duplicates
D e a r  S i r , — One of the chief difficulties for the be
ginner, especially a schoolboy, is in the matter of 
exchange. At first exchanges are numerous, and the 
collection grows rapidly. But this gradually ceases, 
and soon the zeal for stamp collecting dies away. 
The album is then cast aside, perhaps never to be 
taken up again. There are some collectors w*ho do 
not depend on getting stamps from the place w'here 
they are living, but g o  farther afield and exchange 
with distant countries.

Could not this custom be made more general? I 
am sure there are many collectors in other countries 
who would like to have this advantage. And in this, 
I think, Gibbons Stamp Weekly would be able to help 
a great deal.

Could you not have an advertisement corner? In

this your readers would advertise, giving the name of 
the country in which they wish to exchange, the size 
of their collection, and address.

The size of one’s collection would have to be given, 
as it would be o f no use for a  collector with 3000 to 
exchange with one having 500.

O f course, the magazine would have a regular fee 
for the inserting of such advertisements.

If some one took it up it could later on be formed 
into a kind of club. I myself have often enough 
wished that I had a person to exchange with in some 
distant country. The start would be rather slow, but 
once it was started, I am sure no collector would be 
sorry he took it up. Hoping it will succeed,

Yours truly,

B. C. A.

THE ST R A N D  R O ST  A C E  S T  AM R A LR VM .
W elt arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. Seventh edition. 100 Postage Stamps, all genuine and 

different, and of a catalogue value of over 8s.» are presented with each Strand Album. T he book, which is 
printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a new and specially designed cover. The size is a new 
and convenient one, viz. 9^ inches by 7^ inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album 
is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed 
books. 300 pages, post-free, 2s. 1 i d . ; abroad, 3s. 4d.

Stan ley Gibbons, L td ., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
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SPECIAL BARGAINS
FOR G.S.W. R E A D E R S

U R  P ublishers propose to set apart 
this p age fo r the offer o f Sp ecia l 

Bargains to “ G. S . IV ." readers.

In the course o f business there conies 
frequently the opportunity o f buying large  
parcels o f com paratively scarce stam ps at 
bargain rates.

H itherto such purchases have been added  
to stock, and have gen era lly  resulted in the 
reduction o f the Catalogue quotations.

In fu tu re , instead o f bein g added to 
stock, they w ill be offered as Sp ecia l 
Bargains to our readers.

These special offers w ill be open fo r  one 
week only fro m  the date o f the num ber in 
which they appear. A fter the expiration  
of a week the stam ps w ill be su pplied  at 
the regular rates only, and, in  the m ajority 
of cases, the Catalogue prices w ill be m ain
tained, instead o f bein g reduced, as hitherto, 
as the result o f the purchase o f bargain  
parcels.

Foreign an d C olonial readers w ill be 
supplied w ith  these bargains i f  they de
spatch th eir orders w ithin one week o f 
receipt o f the num ber containing the offer.

E d . “  G. S . IV ."

OUR FIFTH SPECIAL OFFER
is as follows:—

COSTA RICA.
Issue of 1901.

50 c . , blue and lilac.
(J. M . C astro .)

t colon, black  and olive.

Beautiful view o f tropical scenery and the 
bridge o f  Birris.

The two stamps, used,
Price is. 9d., post-free.

(C a ta lo g u e  price, 5s . 6d. the tw o .)

Only one set can be supplied to each 
applicant.

Next number a ivonderful bargain in a 
cheap packet.

S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , L i m i t e d ,

391, S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W.C.

T H E  IM P R O V E D  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L D U M .  No. 0.
One Hundred and Tenth Thousand. T he best and largest Shilling Album ever published. 176 large pages. 

Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48 extra pages added in this edition without extra charge. This Album is now 
selling at the rate of over 1000 copies a month. The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and 
it gives universal satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last edition had nearly 20 extra 
pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. A t the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a 
mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, 
capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in 
art cloth. T he Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. Th< re is also an illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we 
pay for each. Price, bound in handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d. E. S . says s “  I asked a friend where the 
best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying that he had bought one and sold 
it next day for is. 6d., after keeping the stamps.*' A . A . w rites: *' I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, 
and 1 wonder how you can sell it so ch eap; for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me zs. for it. Please 
send me another.’*

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd ., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
System atic Study

I have seen a few of the programmes of 
the Philatelic Societies for the coming 
season, and I cannot help noting that not 
one of them goes in for what 1 term 
systematic study.

Now, why not, at one of the last meet
ings of a season, take a vote and decide 
upon devoting the greater part of the 
next season to the systematic study of 
some one interesting group of countries?

Such a concentration of study could not 
fail to be more profitable than the aim
less, take-what-you-can-get make-up of 
society meetings.

In the Good Old D ays

In the good old days when T. K . Tap- 
ling was a dominant force in the Phila
telic Society, London, each season was 
given up to the study of some chosen 
countries. Then we each studied those 
countries. We concentrated our whole 
attention on them, and we sat down and 
took issue by issue from start to finish. 
Our work was thorough.

I know of no such work being done to
day.

We flit from country to country without 
aim or serious endeavour, and the result 
is that, philatelically, we are rolling stones 
gathering no moss, no moss of knowledge 
to wed us to systematic and profitable 
study.

Philatelic Circles

In some lines of educational effort they 
form little family circles for definite study.

Now this is just what lots of young 
collectors can do. They can, amongst 
their acquaintances, form little philatelic 
circles to meet on certain agreed days to 
study certain countries.

Let them at each meeting take Gibbons 
Catalogue and read it issue by issue with 
their stamp albums open before them. Let 
the most experienced collector read the 
Catalogue. Read an issue through, then 
discuss it. Then pass on to the next, and 
so on, right through a country.

In this way a country' may be studied

and understood. The novices may ask 
questions and be helped, and the older 
hands may exchange information and 
opinion.

A leader should be appointed to the 
circle who is the most experienced col
lector, and he should make it his business 
to read up the country set down for study 
that he may be able to clear up any diffi
culties that may arise.

The other members should also hunt up 
all that has been written about the subject 
for study.

Proposed N ew  Zealand Sh ow  Labels 

lx  Ju ly  last, page 39, I quoted a para
graph from a New Zealand newspaper, 
which foreshadowed an issue of postage 
stamps to advertise a local exhibition.

My correspondent, Mr. Black, now 
tells me that when the proposal referred 
to was submitted to the Postmaster- 
General by the committee, he at once fell 
in with the idea and proposed to print 
m i l l i o n s This, collectors will be glad to 
learn, was promptly sat upon by the 
committee, who wisely refused to have 
anything to do with such proceedings. 
They proposed, however, to have a very 
limited issue on sale during the exhibition, 
and only obtainable at the exhibition, and 
then only on the understanding that the 
remainders were to be burnt and the 
plates broken u p !

Ju st so. It will be remembered that 
Mr. Charters moved, and a Mr. Grierson 
seconded, this precious scheme for fleec
ing stamp collectors, and one of them is 
said to be “  an advanced ”  collector.

Ju st so. You can recognize the cloven 
hoof in the proposal.

And the Postmaster-General with his 
“ millions” ! Bad enough, but a much 
more honest proceeding than the obvious 
dodge of a limited issue and destroyed 
plates.

After such a revelation of the peculiar 
moralities that surround the postal issues 
of New Zealand, those who are jealous 
for the good name of the colony should 
see to it that its reputation is not trailed
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in the mire and nnid of the jobbery of 
speculative postal issues.

Again, W hat's a  Jun ior?

I have been plied with questions as to 
when a stamp collector ceases to be a 
"junior,”  and I am quietly amused over 
the problem.

"Anywhere this side the grave," is 
evidently the solution of the Junior Phila
telic Society.

Hut you know the admission of antiqui
ties to membership has plenty of pre
cedents. There are, for instance, well- 
known junior clubs and political and 
trading concerns which are not by any 
means confined to the little kiddies.

However, I am told that the Executive 
Committee of the forthcoming Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition, after many 
sleepless nights, have shortened the life 
of the philatelic junior to the span of 
twenty-one years.

Am I E lig ib le?

This is another poser that I am faced 
with. Why I should be appealed to is

not for me to say. 1 refer them to the 
indefatigable Hon. Sec. of the Juniors. 
But 1 believe I shall have to undertake to 
see their stamps, their birth certificates, 
and—their teeth, and fix up a regular 
hour per week for doing the business.

Southampton Philatelic Row 
As my readers are aware, the premier 
Philatelic Society’ of London moved from 
the purlieus o f the Strand to Southampton 
Row last season.

This season the Herts Society moves 
to the same building.

And now the dealers have commenced 
to migrate into the self-same road, the 
first to flit thither being Mr. Nissen. 
Pemberton and Co. are just around the 
corner, and no doubt as soon as Kings- 
way is properly opened up to Southampton 
Row the others will pack up their traps 
for location in “  more commodious ”  new 
premises in this popular new thoroughfare. 
Where the carcass is, there will the-----

Still, 1 have my doubts, for some wicked 
ones say certain bones are not worth 
picking.

THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD and H. DE GORSSE
Translated fro m  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

CHAPTER XXI
W h e re in  it  a p p e a r s  t h a t  th e  w e l l  o f  t r u t h  o u g h t  to  b e  

f u l l  o f  w in e  /

JOHN and Victoria, having watched the carriage 
containing their respective master and mistress 
disappear in the distance, concluded that they had 

some little time at their disposal. So they went for a 
walk in the shady part of the Villa Nazionale, talking 
all the time.

“ All the same,'* said Miss Betty's maid, ** you have 
not been nice, or even honest, in this matter of the 
forged stamp.’*

“ Oh, bah I A mere trifle ! **
“  Trifle ! Trille! And yet you deceived Miss Betty, 

deceived me, and put Mr. William Keniss in a very 
ugly position.”

“  Don’t say any more about that, if you please,” said 
John, visibly annoyed.

“ Well, look here now !” continued Victoria, in a 
tone of friendly reproach. “  Ah, naughty man, you 
are fortunate in having some one to care for you in 
spite of everything. But it is only fair that you should 
make me forget your infamous fraud by giving me 
one great proof of affection.”

“  If I can I will—willingly,”
“  I know you can, and you really owe it me, for you

have behaved like a---- ”
“ Come, come to the point”

“  Very well, I will. You sinned through the stamp; 
you must expiate your fault by means of the stamp. 
You have led me into error with the forgery; it is 
only just you should tell me where the real one is.”

“  Never! ”  cried John with a tragic gesture. “  Mr. 
Keniss is kind enough to honour me with absolute 
confidence, and I shall always do my best to deserve 
it. Yes, I do know where the stamp is, but you may 
as well understand, my dear, that you will never learn 
it from me. I would be torn to pieces rather than 
betray such a secret.”

This was said in so pompous and peremptory a tone 
that Victoria was intimidated and insisted no further, 
for fear of intensifying the check to her diplomacy.

“  At least you will not mind going about with me a 
bit?” she said. “ Goodness knows when we shall get 
another hour’s freedom, and I should rather like to 
see this celebrated town of Naples.”

“  As much of that as ever you like.”
“ See Naples and die,” murmured the elderly spin

ster sentimentally, the saying appearing to her poetic 
in the highest degree.

“  Many thanks,” laughed the good old fellow John ; 
“ in that case I should prefer to postpone my visit till 
a little later! ”

“  They say that because Naples is such a marvellous 
city,” said Victoria, returning to the practical ; “  but 
you go on living all the same after having seen it.”

“  Oh, then I don’t mind.”
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“  Wait, I am going* to call a fiacre.’* And Victoria 
had .already advanced to the Chiaja, which runs by 
the side of the park, when John hastily called her 
back.

“ No, no,” cried he. “ No fiacre!”
“  Why ? ” asked Victoria. “  It is only a lira and a 

half, and I can easily pay that.”
But John, calling to mind’ his master’s recent in

junctions, energetically refused to hire a carriage for 
which he could not pay himself. In this case also 
Victoria had her trouble for nothing, and she was 
forced to console herself by saying in a melancholy 
tone—

“ Then I suppose we must walk.” So they saun
tered through the Strada S. Caterina and the Chiaja 
towards S. Ferdinand.

The heat was overpowering, although the sun was 
on the decline and it wn*» half-past four o’clock. All 
along the streets the green window-shutters were

followed them with true Neapolitan obstinacy, crying, 
with varied expression, “  Signor ! Picciola carrozzella! 
Signor!” But all in vain. John drew himself up 
more proudly at each of these invitations, which 
pierced Victoria's heart.

Suddenly, not far from the church of Santa Chian, 
after walking up a sunny ascent, the maid stopped 
short.

“  There ! 1 can't do one bit more ! ”
And with her already damp handkerchief she wiped 

her dripping forehead, where her false curls were 
hanging in lamentable disarray.

“  In mercy, Mr. Cockburn, let us go into this cafe. 
I am dying with thirst.”

The temptation this time was very strong, for 
John's own throat felt like the Sahara. But he 
hardened his heart and refused once more.

“ No,” said he, “  I cannot accept anything to drink.''
“ Well, you needn’t drink anything, but come in,

T IIK  H E A T  W A S  O V E R P O W E R IN G

closed ; the white walls were sparkling and dazzling. 
The shops could scarcely be seen, being hidden 
behind large linen awnings, and with curtains cover
ing the doors to keep out the Hies. The two pedes
trians advanced slowly over the burning flagstones 
with which the streets were paved. They breathed 
heavily and perspired as if they were walking In a 
furnace. So Victoria, who was not very vigorous, 
and John, who was inclined to corpulency, gave a 
discouraged “ Oh ! ” at almost every step, and as it 
was uphill all the way they began to despair of ever 
reaching their destination.

*' How wrong it was of you to insist on coming on 
foot,” groaned the poor girl.

“ Can’t help it,” replied John heroically. “ Duty 
before everything.”

But, in spite of all, worn out, and in a bath of per
spiration, they at length reached the Palazzo Reale, 
whence, after a rapid glance round, they penetrated 
into the little cross streets between the Municipio and 
the Hotel des Postes. Several drivers, seeing them 
dragging painfully along in this trying atmosphere,

for pity’s sake. You look on while I drink ; that's 
understood. I’m too thirsty for anything.”

After all, John reflected that he had no right to 
abandon his companion in this unknown place ary 
more than to prevent her quenching her thirst.

“  Come then,” said he.
And he followed the girl into a little t r a ih m a ,  

determined on watching her drink her wine without 
faltering.

Victoria had, to commence with, great difficulty in 
making herself understood. The host, a crabbed 
Sicilian, exerted himself to utter interminable phrases 
in an extraordinary dialect, asking her, apparently, 
what she would have. Despairing of making him 
understand exactly what she wished for, she at length 
replied with a confident “ Yes” to one of his unin
telligible questions, upon which he disappeared 
through a trap-door into the cellar of the establish
ment, and, returning quickly, deposited on a rickety 
table a huge bottle holding six litres of the wine of 
Ravello, and two glasses. Scarcely had it appeared 
before the bottle was covered with dew, showing the
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coolness of the wine it contained, which had also a 
most appetizing golden tint.

Seeing that his customers were not in the habit of 
handling so large a flask, the Sicilian took charge of it 
and filled the two glasses to the brim with what 
looked like liquid gold, and the glasses themselves 
were soon covered with a most inviting moisture.

Victoria seized hers eagerly and emptied it at one 
draught, while John stoically refrained from even 
looking at his.

“ Oh, what nectar! I never tasted anything so 
exquisite in all my life.**

Then, perceiving the Tantalus condition of her 
companion, she had pity on him.

“ Come, Mr. Cockburn, give in and take a glass.”
“  No,” said the unhappy man in a hollow voice.
“ I swear, on the faith of Victoria, no one shall 

know it.”
John's eyes sparkled. After one supreme moment 

of hesitation he put out his hand and seized the 
tantalizing glass, murmuring—

*' You are sure you won't tell ? ”
“ 1 have sworn it.”
Then, as in n frenzy, he swallowed the wine, and 

then a second glass and a third, the whole disappear* 
ing like three drops of water on a sandbank. Mis 
cheeks Hushed, and the effects of the triple bumper 
soon manifested themselves in gaiety and talkative
ness. '

“ So, so,” he began, “ you want to know where the 
stamp is to be found, do you, Miss Victoria?”

“ Isn’t it very natural ?"
“ You are all curiosity, but, though you have 

treated me to very good wine, I am not going to tell 
you."

"As you please,” said Victoria calmly. “ I asked 
and you can't tell me ; so much the worse ; but I can 
do without knowing.”

“  Naturally, as you will have to do without. Hut, 
on my word, I must have some more of this wine. 
The proof of its goodness is that it makes one thirsty.” 

No sooner said than done. A fourth glass rapidly 
followed the other three. John now began to sing, 
to drum on the table, and to smile at Victoria.

“ Well, suppose I did tell you where it is?”
“ Where what is?” asked Victoria naively.
“  Why, the stamp, my dear girl, the stamp ! The 

famous stamp! ”
“  Oh, I don’t care about it, as it might get you into 

trouble,” said the maid, with a preoccupied air.
“ Trouble? After all, I am free to say what I 

please, am I not? By Jove! I am thirsty!” In 
proof of which statement a fifth glass of wine dis
appeared down John’s throat.

While carefully abstaining from pressing him, Vic
toria watched him drink, and the idea occurred to her 
of profiting by a circumstance she had not been pur- 
posely guilty of bringing about. By the heightened 
colour and increasing talkativeness of her guest she 
knew* that the wine w*as exercising its usual influence, 
and as she was aware that people cannot stand con
tradiction when they have been drinking, she resolved 
to try it without delay.

“ No, Master John,” she said, “  I don’t wish you to 
tell me about the Brahmapootra stamp. I don’t wish 
it, you understand? It wouldn’t be honest.”

“ Not honest? Who says I am not honest? I am 
honest, I tell you, very honest!—Well, well; how 
thirsty I am ! ”

Upon which John tossed off a sixth glass.
“ Did you maintair that I was not honest?” he 

began again, with a Hccough.
“ No, no, Master Jo'm j certainly not.”
“ Yes, you did; you said so. Well, to show you

how honest I am, I'll just tell you where that miserable 
stamp is."

“ No, 1 don't wish to know, Mr. John. Jt’s very 
wrong of you,”

“ Oh ! very wrong, is it? Well, it's at---- ”
Accompanying his speech with a too comprehensive 

gesture he had knocked over the bottle, which fell on 
the ground and smashed noisily, while the wine, with 
which it was still three-parts full, ran all about. 
Nothing more was needed to interrupt John's revela
tion and send him off into a hearty fit of laughter.

But the host came up to them, and with a furious air 
jabbered a number of invectives, pointing to the floor, 
which was inundated by the odorous contents of the 
huge flask. This brought John’s gaiety to its height, 
which still more exasperated the angry' Sicilian. He 
was advancing to seize his careless and laughing 
customer when Victoria slipped a piece of gold into 
his hand, the sight of which caused a smile to spread 
over his wrathful visage.

“ G r a z z i e / G r a z z i e ! "  repeated the delighted owner 
of the shop, who would willingly have offered all his 
biggest bottles for people to break at the same price.

Then Victoria rose and took John's arm, and he 
allowed her to draw him into the street, laughing all 
the time. She pushed him into one of the carriages 
which had followed them and was conscientiously 
waiting outside.

“ To the Grand Motel,” she said to the driver.
At first John, being a little stunned at this brusque 

treatment, sat quietly in the carriage. But suddenly', 
awakened by the bright daylight and the jolting of 
the vehicle, he jumped up, at the risk of losing his 
equilibrium, and began shouting—

“  Yes, yes, I will tell you where that extraordinary* 
stamp is ! ”

Really frightened this time, Victoria tried her best 
to make him sit down, saying—not now for the plea
sure of contradicting him, but in the effort to calm 
him and prevent a dangerous fall or compromising 
row—

“ No, my friend, myr dear friend, don’t say any 
more about it, I beseech you, but sit down.”

Already a few saunterers, attracted by John’s 
curious behaviour, as he stood up gesticulating like 
a madman, had stopped and watched him pass, shrug
ging their shoulders with a smile.

“  Listen, all of you,” he shouted, “ and learn where 
this stamp is, the only one in all the world ! ”

“  For goodness’ sake be quiet! ” implored Victoria.
“ Quiet? Never! It would be infamous! I must 

speak at last, for the good of humanity. Run, run, 
all of you, and come and hear the good news ! ” And 
he beckoned all round to call those who were passing 
by to the carriage door. A few* urchins ran up and 
excited him still more by their cries, while Victoria, 
quite put out of countenance, covered her face with 
her hands.

“  Run, run ! ” John continued to shout at the top of 
his voice. And the group, which the strange equip
age drew after it, grew larger every moment. Men, 
women, and dogs followed pell-mell, laughing or bark
ing according to their kind, in a tumult which seemed 
highly to amuse the improvised orator.

At length, when he thought he had a sufficient 
audience, he placed himself in a commanding attitude 
and cried in a stentorian voice, “  Albrandi has got it ! 
Albrandi! ” To which a hundred voices answered 
with a great shout, “  E w i v a  i l  P r i n c i p e  A l b r a n d i !  ”

It was a deafening clatter. John, flushed as if about 
to fall down in an apoplectic fit, continued to cry, 
“  Albrandi has got it ! Albrandi! ” And the crowd, 
continually reinforced by stragglers, replied with 
lacghter and shouts, “ Albrandi! Albrandi!”

(7>  be co n tin u e d .)
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Herts Philatelic Society

President: F. Reichenheim, Esq.
Secretary: H. A. Slade, Esq., “  Nine-Fields,”  St. Albans. 
Meetings ; 4, Southampton Row, W.C., Third Tuesdays. 
Subscription: Ss. annually.

Programme of Meetings for 1905-6
1905
Oct. 17. Display with Notes, The Unpaid Letter, 

Newspaper, and K.M. Stamps of France. Franz 
Reichenhcim.

Nov. 21. Display with Notes, West Australia. 
L. I.. R. Hausburg.

Dec. 18. Display with Notes, Liberia. H. L. Hay- 
man.

1906
Jan. 16. Display with Notes, Ceylon. Baron Anthony 

de Worms.
Jan. 16. Display with Notes, Rarities of Mexico. 

Rudolph Frentzel.
Keb. 20. Display with Notes, Straits Settlements. 

A. Bagshawe.
March 29. Display with Notes, Tasmania. R. B. 

Yardley.
April 17. Display with Notes, Uruguay (Second Part). 

Thos. Wm. Hall.
April 17. Display, Colonials. Robt. Reid.
May ? Annual Dinner.
May 25. Annual Meeting.

Promises for papers and displays are regarded as 
conditional. Other meetings may be called at the 
discretion of the Committee.

Secretary's Report
In presenting my seventh annual report, I must 

begin by congratulating the members on the satis
factory progress made during the past session. With
out egotism, we can claim for the Herts Society a 
stable position, that has been fairly earned by energetic 
and harmonious work. And, having become a power 
in the land philatelic, one must not forget that in
crease of p r e s t ig e  brings increase of responsibilities in 
its train.

Without exception, the exhibits of 1904-5 were 
such as could not be given by philatelists who did not 
possess high technical knowledge of the stamps of 
the countries taken up, combined with exceptional 
opportunities—pecuniary and otherwise—for amass
ing such a wealth of detail and such a variety of 
example.

The season was fittingly opened by the Karl of 
Crawford, who courteously received the members at 
his own residence, and gave them an opportunity of 
studying, at their leisure, his magnificent collection 
of the stamps of United States—a collection that 
in historical and philatelic interest has few or no 
equals. This display was followed by others of the 
highest class and interest, and in Mr. Reichenheim 
(France), Mr. Castle (New Zealand), Mr. Hayman 
(New Zealand), Mr. Wickham Jones (Sicily), Mr. Hall 
(Uruguay), and Mr. Yardley (Transvaal), the Herts 
Society was fortunate in examining specialist collec
tions that could scarcely be improved upon. The 
general display, given by the members, provided an 
interesting and instructive evening, and the paper on 
“  The Poetry of Stamp Collecting,” by Mr. Slelville, 
being in lighter vein, came as an agreeable contrast.

The annual dinner was held at the Cafe Monico, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Oldfield, and attracted 
a record attendance. The fare provided—both edible 
and musical—was of the best, and speeches being 
ruthlessly cut down to the smallest dimensions, a most 
sociable evening was enjoyed by the members and 
friends who were present.

Several alterations have been made in the Executive. 
Messrs. Jennings-White and Oldfield having signified 
their desire to be relieved of the duties of Hon. 
President and Hon. Vice-President, it was determined 
that a President and Vice-President who could regu
larly attend the meetings, and who could devote 
considerable time to the affairs of the Society, should 
be elected, and that such appointments should not be 
regarded as permanent, but rather as elective at each 
annual meeting.

With these ends in view, Messrs. Franz Reichenheim 
and H. L. Hayman were unanimously chosen as Presi
dent and Vice-President respectively for the next 
session. Mr. Herbert R. Oldfield, in recognition of 
his past valuable services, was placed among the Hon. 
Vice-Presidents, and Mr. H. Jennings-White, at his 
special request, became an ordinary member of the 
Society.

In consequence of indifferent health, which pre
vented him from attending the meetings, Mr. George 
Haynes was regretfully relieved of the onerous duties 
of Hon. Librarian. The post was conferred on Mr.
J. C. Sidebotham, who volunteered his services, and 
whose residence at 28, Great Ormond Street, W.C., is 
within easy distance of our new rooms at No. 4, 
Southampton Row, W.C. Books and papers can 
henceforth be brought to the meetings for reference 
with dispatch and convenience. I may mention that 
the library has lately been largely increased, and 
I hope that more donations of useful books will be 
forthcoming, and that more applications for books 
will be made by members than has hitherto been 
the case. A complete list of the books in the library 
will be found in the annual report.

Mr. A. G. Wane (Manager of Barclay and Co.'s 
Bank at New Barnet and Trustee of the Exhibition 
Fund) was elected Hon. Auditor in place of Mr. 
William Archibald Boyes, who was elected a member 
of the Committee.

The proposal that a permanent collection —used 
and unused, adhesives only—be formed by the Society, 
and that it be placed in Stanley Gibbons’s Imperial 
Albums, was carried at the annual meeting, and should 
prove an important innovation. The mounting and 
arranging of the stamps will be entrusted to a small 
committee (to be appointed later), and a safe, if 
necessary, will be purchased for the custody of the 
albums. All duplicates will be disposed of, by sale or 
exchange, to the best advantage, and the collection 
will always be at the disposal of members for inspec
tion or study. Names of donors will be published in 
the annual report.

By the members' assistance, this collection should 
soon form a valuable and interesting asset of the 
Society, and any stamps you may care to send to me 
for inclusion will promptly be acknowledged. Natur
ally, in beginning a general collection, the very 
common varieties will be useful; but whatever stamps 
are sent should be in fair condition. I am pleased to 
report that large numbers of stamps have already been 
sent in.

Resignations have been very few during the past 
season, and thirty-four new members have been en
rolled. I regret to record that death has removed 
Messrs. Gordon Smith and Lewis Marks—two of the 
oldest members of the H.P.S.—from our midst.

The accommodation at Anderton's Hotel not proving 
adequate, the head-quarters of the Society have been 
transferred to No. 4, Southampton Row, W.C., where 
a commodious and well-lighted room has been placed 
at our disposal. The dates for meeting—the third 
Tuesday in each month from October to May inclu
sive—remain unchanged.

The Philatelic Society of London, by appointing 
your Hon. Secretary as a member of the Working
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Committee of the London International Exhibition 
of 1906, has paid us a compliment which will, I am 
sure, be highly appreciated. Is it unreasonable to 
hope that many of our members may be reckoned 
as medallists of that Exhibition?

I have to thank the editors of G ibbons Stam p 
W eekly and the London P h ila telist for inserting 
occasional reports of meetings, etc., of the Society. 
Publicity has thus been obtained which otherwise we 
should not have enjoyed. The Committee adhere 
to their resolution not to appoint any particular 
journal as their “ official organ,” but are happy to 
state that certain editors have agreed to supply their 
publication to members at a reduced subscription :— 
The Ixnidon P h ila telist, 4s. 2d. per annum, post- 
free ; The Stam p C ollectors F ortn igh tly , 2s. 2d. per 
annum, post-free; The P h ila telic J ou rn a l o f  G reat 
Britain, 2s. per annum, post-free; The Stam p Col
lector, is. 9d. per annum, post-free; The P h ila telic  
Chronicle, is. per annum, post-free; S ta n ley G ibbons 
M onthly J ou rn a l, 2s. per annum, post-free.

Members who propose to become subscribers at 
these rates are specially requested to forward the 
amount of their subscriptions t o  m e , EITHER AT o n c e  
or b e f o r e  J a n u a k v  1 ST, 1906, and 1 will make ar
rangements that the papers desired are sent to them 
regularly by post. „  A S l a d e . H on. S ecretary. 

Treasurer's Report
As Hon. Treasurer, I am pleased to report that the 

financial position of the Society is perfectly satis
factory. All accounts have been settled, and the 
balance in hand shows an increase from that of last 
session. But I must point out that as our change of 
head-quarters to 4, Southampton Row, necessitates a 
heavier expenditure; this can only be met by an in
creased revenue—or in other words by an increase in 
the number of subscriptions.

Our membership shows steady progress, year by 
year, but this result, I regret to say, is entirely due to 
the energy of but a very few members. Were a little 
more enthusiasm displayed in this direction, the Herts 
Society would be second to none, both in quantity as 
it is in quality. So, for the second time, I suggest that 
every sin gle m em ber should  m ake a sp ecia l effo rt to  
nominate a t least one o f  h is fr ie n d s  fo r  w hom  h e can  
vouch, fo r  election , a t th e O ctober m eetin g.

This, of course, entails some little trouble, but it 
would give a splendid fillip to the Society by the in
troduction of new blood. To aid this endeavour, an 
extra copy of the report is forwarded herewith for 
distribution, and more will be supplied on demand. 
It must be understood that, in all cases, references will 
be required, and strict inquiries made in the interests 
of the Society; these precautions are exacted by the 
rules, and should not be misinterpreted by applicants.

A statement of accounts is attached herewith.
H . A . S l a d e , H on . T reasurer.

Statement o f A ccounts for period October xst, 1904, 
to  Septem ber 30th, 190s

R eceipts. E x pe n d it u r e .
£ s. d. £ S. d.

Carried forward from Accommodation at
last account 33 17 Anderton’s Hotel 3 13 6

Exhibition fund ac« Posting annual re-
count 8 19 5 ports X 16 I

Interest 0 7 2 9 6 7 Posting notices, etc. 4 5 s
Annual sub* General postages . 4 it 5

scriptionsti 12 6 Printing & station-
Life sub- 16 3 5

scription 2 2 0 35 *4 6 Clerical expenses . 3 to 0
Dinner expenses 4 17 0
By  balance 4 0 t 7

78 t8 5 78 18 S
Audited and found correct.

G eo rg e  G a f f e , i . . .
A. C . W a n k , f  Hon. Auditors.

Meetings during 1904-s
During the session 1904-5 the following meetings 

were held: Eight general meetings, nine Committee 
meetings, one annual meeting, one audit meeting.
Attendances

The attendances of members at the meetings were:—
No. of members present 41

24
Oct. 18, 1904 
Nov. 18 ,,
Dec. 20 ,,
Jan. 17, 1905 
Feb. 21 ,,
March 21 ,,
April 18 „
Annual dinner, May 9 
Annual meeting „  16 
Average attendance of members for 1904-5 

,, ,, Committee ,,

3 1

27
47
•7
33

Exchange Section
Members have contributed fairly well to the Ex

change Packets, but it is confidently anticipated that 
this branch of the Society will find more favour in 
the eyes of members in the future than it has in the 
past. All members are entitled to contribute selections 
and to see packets without extra charge; circulation 
of packets does not extend beyond thirteen weeks, 
and sheets are returned and accounts are settled within 
seven days. Without turning the Herts Philatelic 
Society into an exchange society pure and simple, I 
should  like to see the value of the monthly packets 
mount up to four figures. Considering the members 
we possess, there is nothing to prevent this. The 
tabular statement given below show's the value of the 
packets circulated and the amount of stamps sold in 
each case.

Month. Value of Packets. Sales.
£  s. d . £ s. d.

October, 1904 . .  814 14 2 ... 89 9 5
November ,, . 976 16 I 91 A 2
December „ . 919 10 IO ... 97 3 4
January, >905 ♦ • K-t* 5 6 91 5 1
February ,, . -98 4 3 ... 86 16 8
March ,, • 659 2 t ... 77 *3 2
April ,, . 891 4 4 ... 81 15 3
May .. - . 817 19 5 76 6 7

^6719 16 8 3 8
Average Value of Packets '9 7
Average Sales j£86 10 4

In October next it is proposed to inaugurate a series 
of A d van ced  P a ckets on the following lines :--(i) The 
number of sheets in each packet to be confined to 
fifteen. (2) Not more than fifteen members to see each 
packet. (3) Packets not to be in circulation longer 
than one month. (4) Stamps on sheets to be marked 
at net prices. (5) No stamps of less value than is. 
net to be included on the sheets. (6) Settlements to 
be made within one week of return of packets. (7) 
Special sheets for preservation of stamps to be pro
vided.

Those members who wish to see or contribute to 
the>e packets on above conditions are requested to 
communicate with the Hon. Sec. without delay. Appli
cations will be referred to the Committee for approval.
Black Book

The Black Book for the collection of forgeries, 
reprints, and bogus issues has received many ad
ditions during the past season, and now contains a 
valuable and representative collection. This book, 
which belongs to the Society, has been placed under 
the care of Mr. W. G. Cool. It will be brought to 
every meeting for examination by members, and has 
proved very useful for reference. May I ask that all 
such labels as are not required may be put aside and 
transmitted to me or to Mr. Cool? Donations will be 
gratefully acknowledged, and any duplicates can 
readily be exchanged with other Societies.June 20th, tqo$.



240 G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

THE STAMP MARKET
By AN ODD LOT
Glendining's F irst Sale
T he first auction of the season 1905-6 was held at 
Messrs. Glendining and Co.'s Galleries, 7, Argyll 
Street, Regent Street, London, W., on September 
r8th, 19th, and 20th. The bulk of the stamps sold 
consisted of the collection of Mr. C. A. Smith-Ryland, 
a well-known amateur of the Midland Counties. Prices 
were considered to rule very good, considering the 
condition of the stamps. The following are some of 
the most notable prices :—

£  s. d .
France, 1849, 1 franc, orange-brown, unused, no gum 10 o o

Ditto, 1872, 10 and 15 c., bistre and rose, an un
severed pair, mint . . . . . . 13 10 o

Great Britain, id., “  W R . " ................................... 7 0 0
Ditto, Board of Education, King's Head, sd. . 4 5 0  

Saxony, 1851, error o f paper, £ neugr , pale blue,
u n u sed .................................................................... 56 o  o

Spain, 1865, 12 c., imperf., frame inverted, used,
slightly t h in n e d .....................................................4 10 o

Switzerland, Zurich, 4 r., horizontal lines, used . 9 10 o 
Ditto, Geneva, 5 -f 5 c., yellow-green, used . . x8 o o
Ditto, Geneva (Yaud), 4 c., black and red, used . 14 10 o

Tuscany, 3 lire, unused, but rather short and not
very f i n e ............................................................ 51 o o

Ditto, 3 lire, used, torn and cut short . . . 22 o  o
Ceylon, fid., bistre-brown, watermark Star, rough

perf., u n u s e d .................................................... 8 10 o
l.abuan, 1S79, 2 c., blue-green, unused . . > 3 7 0

Ditto, 1S79, 12 c., unused, no gum . . 5 10 o
B.C.A., 1895, no watermark, j£ io, vermilion, mint . 16 o  o

Ditto, t395, ^25, brown, watermark Crown C A . 37 o  o
Ditto, id ., red and blue, cheque stamp with centre 

inverted, unused, no g u m ................................. 47 o  o

OUR PHILATELIC
O CTO BER, 1905

to & it. Auction : Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 
- London. 4.30 p.m.

t2 &  t v  Auction: Veiuom, Bull, and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 
Surrey Street, London. 5 p.m.

13. Manchester Philatelic Society: Display, with notes, Tonga. 
J .  H. Abbott.

ifi. Auction : Douglas Cook and Co., 562, Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow, o. 30 p. m.

17 &  18. Auction : Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, Lon* 
don. 4.30 p.m.

19 & 20. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 
London. 4.45 p.m.

Cape o f Good Hope, 1S61, woodblock, id., blue, £  s. <(, 
error, used, but cut into on left . . . . 38 0 0

Ditto, 4d., pale blue, retouched in one comer . 15 o 0 
Ditto, 4d., deep blue, unused, but rather stained

and dirty on f a c e .....................................................23 0 0
Seychelles, 1901, 3 c. on ifi c., block o f four stamps,

also error with s u r c h a r g e ................................... 5 5 0
Uganda, 1896, vertical strip, containing all values,

5 to 100 cowries, u n u s e d ................................ 2Z 0 0
Confederate States, Baton Rouge, 5 c., used on letter 7 u 0 

Ditto, Lynchburg, 5 c., used on letter . . . 6 0 0
Ditto, Nashville, 5 c., brown, used on portion of

orig inal............................................................................  i ;  0
Ditto, Petersburg, 5 c., on original . . . 1 t i  0

Haytl, 50 c., purple, tlte*beche pair, unused . 3 10 0
Newfoundland, sd., scarlet-vermilion, used . 6 0 0
Nova Scotia, xs., violet, u s e d ................................... it 15 0
St. Vincent, 1880, 5 c., rose-red....................................... 9 to 0
Turks Islands, 2$d. on is., l i la c ........................................5 1 * 0
United States, 1851, 5 c., lake-brown, tine, unused . 6 to 0 

Ditto, 1869, 15 c., with inverted centre, used, but 
badly centred, design being cut into on left . 12 10 0 

Ditto, Periodicals, 1875, complete set . . t6 10 0
New South Wales, 1854, 3d., green, large, clear,

imperf., u n u s e d ......................................................... 3 2 6
Queensland, 1862, no watermark, id., Indian red.

u n u sed ........................................................................... 7 0 0
Ditto, 1862, 2d., pale blue, unused . . . . 4 15 ©

South Australia, 9d. on tod., black surcharge, in
verted, used and badly centred, slightly damaged 9 0 ©

T h e  total am ount realized b y  this sale was just on
£ 2 0 0 0 , and this was on e  o f  the largest and huh 
valuable co llection s  that have been  sold  by  auction 
for som e con siderab le  tim e.

DIARY
20. Manchester Phitatelic Society: Elementary Discussion, 

Barbados. Opened by G. L. Campbell, jun.
24 & 23. Auction: Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 

London. 4.30 p.m.
afi & 27. Auction : Ventom, Bui), and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel.

Surrey Street, London. 5 p.m.
27. Manchester Philatelic Society: Paper, Chili from 1S9;. 

R. Albrecht.
3t. Auction: Glcndining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, London. 

4.30 p.m.

T H E  Y O U N G  C O L L E C T O R 'S  R A C K E T .
No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps ever 

offered—the Stamps could not be bought separately for three times the marvellously low price at which it is 
now offered. The Stamps, etc., are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. The best 500 varieties in 
the trade. 4s. id., post-free.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London, W.C.

E d i t o r ia l  A d d re s s —E dw akd  J. N a n k iv k l l , Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W . Bkbndon  &  Son , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ieeons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
7 October, 190s.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL

Austrian Levant
7 a slip the stamps of the Azores got 
in front of those of the Austrian 

Levant in G.S. IV  of 30 September.
I must, therefore, now round up the 

issues of Austria with a brief account of 
those stamps set apart for use in the 
Austrian Tost Offices in the Turkish Em
pire. They appear under different heads 
in different catalogues. Properly speak
ing, they come under the designation of 
“ Austrian Post Offices in the Turkish 
Empire," but as that is rather a mouth
ful, in common with others we will shorten 
it to Austrian Levant.

Mr. Westoby gives the following as 
the full list of the offices included in this 
arrangement:—

D a n u d i a n  P r o v i n c e s

Bakati Giurgevo
Berlat Ibralia
Botuschany Jassy
Bucharest Piatra
Fokschany Ploesti
Galatz Roman

European T u rkey

Adrianople Larnaca
Antlvari Philippopoll
Burgas Prevesa
Candia Retimo
Canea Rustchuk
Cavalle Salonica
Constantinople Seres
Czernavoda Sofia
Dardanelles Sulina
Durazzo Tultcha
Gallipoli Valona
Janina Varna
Kustendji
Lagos

Volo

Asiatic  T u rk ey
Alexandretta Ineboli
Beyrouth Jaffa
Caiffa Jerusalem
Chios Latakia

Mersina Smyrna
Mitylene Tenedos
Rhodes Trebizond
Samsun Tripoli
Sinope

E g y p t

Alexandria

In 1866 Austria lost the last of its 
possessions in Italy, and therefore there 
was no further need for the series in soldi 
in that direction, but the stamps of that 
currency were then continued for Austrian 
post offices in the Turkish Empire.

In 1886 the currency was changed to 
the Turkish designations of paras and 
piastres, and to these, in 1903, were 
added stamps overprinted in the centimes 
and francs of French currency for use in 
Crete.

1867. Seven values. Design, head of 
Emperor Francis Joseph in profile to 
right. Mutton-chop whiskers and mous
tache. Value in soldi. The 2, 3, 5, 10, 
15, and 25 soldi in the small type and the 
50 in the larger size. Watermarked 
b k ie f m a r k e n  in double - lined capitals 
across the sheet. The young collector 
need not bother about this watermark.
I mention it in case he should notice one 
of the letters on a stamp and be puzzled 
to account for it. Perforated.
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r e t / . Unused. 
S. d.

Used. 
s. d .

2  soldi yellow • 0 3 0 6
3 .. green • 0 3 0 3
5 *• rose . 0 6 0 3

10 ,, blue . 1 0 0 1
15 .1 brown . 1 0 0 4
25 M lilac . r 6 0 6
50 ,, brown * 5 0 2 0

1883. S ix  values. Design, a large
umeral within a shield on the Arms of

the Empire, a double-headed eagle sur
mounted by a crown. The inscription 
and figures o f value were overprinted in 
black. Perforated.

\

l
S
<✓

P e r/ . Unused. Used.
s. d. C. d .

2 soldi brown . • . 0 2 0 3
3 " green . 0 4 0 4

5 " ro*e . • . 0 4 0 4
10 ,, blue . 0 6 0 1
2 0  ,, grey . 1 0 0 5
50 n mauve • 2 0 1 0

1886-96. Various stamps overprinted 
in black in Turkish currency. Perforated.

Type 1. Type 2.

Per/ Unused. r<*.
s. d. S. d.10 par. on 3 soldi, green; Type 1 . O 3 0 310 m on 3 kr. ,, 11 2 . 0 2 0

20 ,, on 5 ,, rose M II . 0 3 0
1 pias. on to ,, blue M II . 0 6 c
2 ,, on 20 „ grey . I 0 0 3
5 on 50 ,, mauve II II . 2 6 t 0
8 par. on 2 ,, brown 11 3 . 0 1 0 1

10 m on 3 »» green •1 ii 0 2 0 1
20 n on 5 ,, rose 11 11 0 2

1 pias. on 10 ,, blue , ,  ,, . O 4 0 1
2 • 1 on 20 ,, olive 1. 4 O 9 0 3
5 n on 50 ,, mauve , ,  ,, I 3 0 410 11 on t g., blue *» 5 3 6 0

20 m on 2  ,, carmine 11 11 • 5 0 4 0
10 • 1 On 1 ,, lilac 1. 11 3 6 1 6
20 11 On 2 ,, green 6 0 3 0

1000* Austrian issues o f 1899- 1900
surcharged as before.

Per/. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

10 par on 5 h., green . 0 t 0
20 ,, on 10 hM rose 0 2 0 1

1 pias.on 2̂  h., ultramarine 0 4 0 2
2 ii on 50 h., blue 0 6 0 3
5 ’> on 1 kron., rose t 3 0 4

10 ,, on 2 kron., lavender 3 0 1 6
20 ,, on 4 kron., green 6 0 1 6

1904. Austrian stamps with all the 
corner figures of value removed and over
printed in Turkish currency.

P e r / Unused. Used.
s .  d. S d.

to par., green . O 2 O 2
20 ,, rose • 0  3 0 3

1 pias., ultramarine • 0 5 0 3
2 ,, blue . 0 to 0 3

1903-5. Austrian stamps overprinted 
in black (as illustrated) in French cur
rency, centimes and francs, for use in 
Crete.

5 *'■"'** 5 10 —“ 10

Ip f c l

:lPnMsWnS' CENTIMES
5____5plK -------da

Type S. Type 4.

CENTIMES
to — —  10

Type 5.

*0 -------<9° F R A N C
P e r / ,  Unused. Used.

s . d . s . d.
5 c. on 5 h., green . . o » —

10 ,, on 10 h., rose . . . 0 2  0 2
25 ,, on 25 h., ultramarine . 0 6  o $ 
50 ,, on 50 h., blue . , 1 0  o 0

( To be c o n tin u ed .)

P L E A S E  NOTE
T h e  P r i c e s  q u o t e d  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a r t i c l e  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  o u r  p u b l i s h e r s '  l a t e s t  C a t a l o g u e ,  a n d  o re .  
t h e r e f o r e , t h e  Prices a t  W h i c h  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s , L t d . .  W i l t  h a v e  p l e a s u r e  i n  s u p p l y i n g  a n y  o f  the  
s t a m p s  t h a t  m a y  b e  n e e d e d  b y  a n y  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s .
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ALBUMS
By REV. T. C. W ALTON, M.A.

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  227.)
Blank Albums

pO R  those who desire to give fancy a 
* free rein and arrange their collections 
according to their individual tastes, the 
enterprising manufacturer has provided 
the Blank Album. The latter is found in 
two kinds. In one the leaves are fixed, 
while the other is so made that the leaves 
may be removed and others substituted 
at will. There is much to be said in 
favour of the Blank Album. It suits 
itself to the wishes of the collector. Does 
he wish to collect used and unused pairs 
and blocks? The blank sheet, with its 
faint background of tiny squares, invites 
him to work his will. The very neatness 
of the page inspires him with a desire to 
display his stamps in the most attractive 
and painstaking way. The one objection, 
until recently, was the price of these Blank 
Albums. Thirty shillings was about the 
lowest figure at which they could be ob
tained. They were of the interchangeable 
kind. The leaves had to be threaded on 
metal spikes or fastened by a patent clip 
(which is much preferable), and the bind
ing had to be of a specially durable nature, 
to stand the wear and tear involved in the 
removal of leaves. Besides, the pages had 
to be linen-jointed, so that the leaves might 
lie flat when the album was open. They 
were largely used by specialists, and, ipso 
facto, were shunned by the rank and file. 
Now, however, it is possible to get a 
Blank Album with fixed leaves at one- 
fourth of the price of these movable-leaf 
albums. Those who are in want of such 
an album cannot do better than send to 
“ Gibbons”  for one. The one with too

leaves will hold about 3600 stamps, and 
costs 7s. 6d. A larger one, to hold about 
5400 stamps, may be had for half a 
guinea. Of course, I do not say that 
these fixed-leaf Blank Albums are as good 
as those with movable leaves, but con
sidering the difference in price, I would 
unhesitatingly say that the “  fixed-leaf 
blank ” is splendid value for any one who 
cannot afford the patent interchangeable 
album, the ideal among albums.

My theme is concluded. I have done 
my best to bring before the readers of 
G.S. IV. the different forms of albums 
known to me. I f  I have unwittingly 
offended the susceptibilities of any one by 
omitting any mention of his particular 
form of album, I can only bring forward 
the plea of ignorance. W hat I have 
written is the result of many years’ ex
perience, and I trust it will be some help 
to those who are still in doubt as to the 
exact form of album they will adopt.

!B R I T I S H  A F R I C A  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .
Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa has caused great attention to be drawn to the stamps of the 

British Possessions on that continent, and to the enormous increase in the number of collectors that has ensued 
from the issue of the War Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before thr̂  public a new and very complete Album, designed for the British Possessions, etc., on 
the African Continent. The Album is designed upon the well-known plan of the Imperial Albums—the stamps 
in numbered spaces of the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the description, full particulars, and 
illustrations on the opposite page. In order to make this a p e r m a n e n t  Album we have provided from one to 
four blank pages a f t e r  e a c h  c o u n t r y , thus making the Album available for the issues of many years to come. 
220 pages. Size, X 1 1  inches. ' Post-free in Great Britain, tos. 7d.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1 ,  S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C .

I

L ■ :±
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COLOUR-NAMES
By B. W. WARHURST
* I 'H E remarks by “ Cornelius W rinkle” 

A on colours, at p. 200, have interested 
me, as most references to the subject do, 
so many people like him considering “ The 
Colour Problem”  such “ A B ig Business” 
as the paragraph headings tell us—while 
to me the dilliculty as to being able to 
produce a sheet of simple colours as a 
“  standard ” seems mostly imaginary. 
The real difficulty is in getting chroniclers 
o f new issues, dealers, and collectors 
generally to use any correct terms that 
may be agreed on. Take one page of 
the Colour Dictionary (several times re
ferred to in your pages), which gives four 
colours as types of lilac, mauve, violet, 
and purple, in as clear and distinct hues 
as is possible, which everybody agrees to 
as correct. Every chronicler in English 
journals, I believe, and every cataloguer 
has had that book by him for five years 
past, yet the same jumble goes on with 
all the new entries—largely due, it must 
be admitted, to their taking their lists 
from foreign chroniclers, whose ideas as 
to colour-names are worse than our own.

Mauve or purple tints are still called 
lilac, violet is called purple, “ lilac-brown” 
is given as a real thing, which would 
literally be a 6/«t’-brown, but is, in fact, 
a purple-brown ; lilac-rose is used for a 
dull or faded red tint, red-violet is given 
where the single word mauve or purple 
would be simpler, and I see “ purple-blue” 
in the catalogues, but cannot secure a 
specimen of the stamps, they are so rare, 
as they must be, unless it is plain violet 
that is meant.

What is most wanted is a correction of 
some hundreds of colour-names as now 
printed in catalogues; everybody who uses 
the lists would then have a “ popular 
educator” on the colour question, more 
reliable than the most grandiose and ex
pensive chart. It is the numerous mis
descriptions given during quarter of a 
century past that have misled collectors 
and fogged them as to the correct colours 
represented by certain names. There are 
“ charts” showing 500 to 1000 gradings 
of colours, absolutely useless to the tens 
of thousands of collectors in every country

for want of simple names, even if every 
one had a copy of such a costly book, for 
to be reliable it would be costly. Years 
ago I planned heaps of “ geometrical 
designs ”  on the lines of a suggestion 
quoted by you, and prepared estimates 
for printing them, amounting to hundreds 
of pounds per thousand copies. At p. 39 
of the Colour Dictionary you will find an 
advocacy of the committee that Cornelius 
now tells u£ must come, but not more 
than toocolours(6o to80areample)should 
be fixed upon as general standards or 
types of colour-names, a fair margin, up 
and down or right and left, so to speak, 
being intended to be covered by each 
name. Then with the common prefixes 
of pale, light, deep, dark, dull, bright, 
etc., and the combinations of the “  type" 
names, close on a thousand different tints 
and shades can be easily and safely de
scribed, if once the public gets the main 
types ingrained on its (or their) memory 
tablets. Take the four colours above 
named ; you can increase the list for in
termediate tints or shades by using lilac- 
mauve and mauve-lilac between the first 
two, then mauve-violet and violet-mauve, 
purple-mauve and mauve-purple, making 
six more simple names ; by using the 
other prefixes given you have a range of 
at least forty tints easily named and recog
nizable by an intelligent schoolboy, start
ing from four distinct colours that anybody 
should easily carry in his or her memory.

Neither you, sir, nor friend Cornelius 
carry about with you copies of the rules 
of grammar you learned some decades 
ago ; but there is no evidence of lack of 
knowledge of those rules in your writings 
(I forgot mine fifty years ago), so it would 
or should be with rules or types of colour 
and their many combinations of names if 
once mastered. Many collectors know at 
a glance the different perforations of the 
stamps they handle. The difference be
tween 12 A and 14 is simple; even between 
12 and 13 is recognizable without a gauge, 
and some can tell to a millimetre the 
differences in lengths of surcharges with
out a measurer. To such men the many 
shades of colours as meant by the names
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given, if according to a standard such as 
is here recommended of about seventy 
main types, would be perfectly simple. 
Though now a feeble old man, if a 
thousand different stamps were submitted 
to me, I would give intelligible names for 
each and mark them, and, if then mixed 
up again, would undertake to rearrange 
them by their colour-names, to within a 
margin of five per cent, for doubtfuls, 
without any reference to a colour chart, 
merely from past memories and the use

of a pair of clear eyes. But so long as 
cataloguers give blue names to red stamps 
and vice versa, and prefix others with 
yellow and other tints where there is 
absolutely no trace of such tin ts— a 
common instance is our current ^d. 
stamp, which is not yellow-green, but 
simply light green—so long will it be 
hopeless to try to educate collectors on 
the colour question by formidable charts, 
even if prepared by a Royal Commission 
specially appointed for the purpose.

INGLE-NOOK YARNS
A COLLECTOR’S RED-LETTER DAYS

By FELIX
IN a former article I mentioned a regular 
1  and profitable way of collecting stamps, 
namely, by becoming a secretary to a 
stamp club. But there are other side 
ways of obtaining stamps equally honest 
and open to all individuals of ordinary 
intelligence.

It may be taken as a fact that all 
dealers are liable to error, especially 
those who have not a large staff of ex
perts to catalogue their goods correctly, 
and many stamps of high value pass 
away to intelligent purchasers for less 
than their real value. This argument 
holds good, not only in stamps, but in 
pictures, books, gems, china, and curios 
generally.

It was not long ago that I purchased 
an historical gold ring from one of the 
shrervdest diamond merchants in England 
for its money value by weight. In Surat, 
India, I have found valuable china mixed 
up with an ordinary toilet service, and 
bought the lot for a rupee. At Jeypore, 
a genuine Ferrara sword-blade was sold 
me for a few annas, and in district Indian 
post offices I have found obsolete stamps 
which ought to have been returned years 
ago to Calcutta for destruction.

Every one knows the red and blue 1 
anna, the catalogue value of which is 
over ^ 5 , yet few people are aware that 
blocks of that valuable stamp were traced 
some years ago by an indefatigable postal
official (Mr. H----- ) to the India Office
itself.

The aforesaid stamps had been obsolete 
for over thirty years, and the whole stock

was supposed to have been sent to Cal
cutta and destroyed, but Mr. H----- , by
a process of close reasoning, came to the 
conclusion that a portion of the valued 
issue still remained in London, and his 
surmise proved correct. He received a 
present of a block, and the remainder 
was destroyed. I believe the block was 
given him on certain conditions, one of 
which was that it should not be sold.

In the above circumstances, it is not 
surprising that laxity prevailed in Indian 
district offices, for in the years following 
the Mutiny', and during the Mutiny, 
records were lost, and the returns were 
not so strictly scrutinized.

Like racing men, collectors are wont to 
announce their gains, but say little of 
their losses, and I will do the same ; for 
no collector, however careful he is, can 
alway's score a victory.

About eight years ago, I was residing 
in a little Hampshire town and enjoying 
a conversation on stamps with a local 
dealer. He was telling me of a dis
appointment in the following language :— 

“ There was an auction to-day, of a 
deceased man’s effects. He had collected 
English and Colonial stamps for years. 
I inquired from his widow, and she knew 
nothing of any stamps amongst the sun
dries, but was aware that her late husband 
kept stamps somewhere.”

I asked the dealer if there had been any 
books for sale in the auction, and he 
replied : “  Yes, but 1 found no trace of 
any stamps amongst them.”

After leaving the shop, /  went to the
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auctioneer, and found out that before the 
dealer had presented himself at the 
auction a small lot of books had been 
sold and taken away by a poor woman 
who had paid two shilling's for the same.

1 had no difficulty in finding the lady, 
who informed me that her sole reason for 
buying the lot was her desire to obtain a 
certain cookery-book amongst it, and that 
I was quite welcome to the remainder for 
one shilling.

The books—copy-books, yellow-backed 
novels, etc.—were produced for my in
spection. A hurried glance at the copy
books was enough for me, and I walked 
off with all save the cookery-book.

The catalogue value of the stamps 
plastered roughly in the copy-books ex
ceeded ^ 4 0 , and my inquisitiveness was 
rewarded.

I never mentioned the above facts to the 
dealer, as I thought it might cause him a 
sleepless night.

I now come to another and more 
valuable haul which, under favourable 
circumstances, might have been still more 
fruitful.

A certain lawyer in Sussex died, and 
dealers from all parts of the world came 
to purchase his effects, which were put up 
to auction.

Rare china, rare pictures, and tapestries 
were there, coins of all ages, and curios 
from all parts of the world, but no stamps. 
1 made a purchase of a Parian statue, 
etc., and having been told to call for my 
goods on the following day, left the pre
mises. As I was carefully removing my 
statue, etc., I noticed a wagon standing 
in front of the house containing vast 
bundles of paper wrapped in rough canvas 
sacks, and in the gutter 1 saw on an 
envelope a twopenny blue without lines. I 
became inquisitive at once, and discovered 
that the late lawyer had kept nil his cor
respondence and covers in his cellars, and 
that the paper had been sold by private 
treaty to two people, one a local pur
chaser, the other, a London man whose 
portion had already been dispatched.

I went with the cart to the local pur
chaser, and asked him to let me search 
the bundles for any stamps which might 
be of use to me, and offered him five 
shillings to do so. He agreed, and my 
reward was far greater than I anticipated. 
The stamps were mostly English of the 
earliest issues including high values, but

there was a large number of Australian 
and Ceylon stamps also of great value, far 
exceeding in worth my find in Hampshire.

1 now took steps to trace the remainder 
of the paper. The auctioneer gave me 
the address of the London firm, but, alas! 
before my letter reached the office the 
paper had been disintegrated and stamps 
worth a large sum destroyed.

My readers may, by the above, gather 
that a rag-and-bone merchant’s shop is 
one of the best places in the world to 
find rare stamps. Secondly, that there 
are many long-established London lawyers 
who even now possess wrappers and 
stamps which are worth more than their 
weight in diamonds.

I have also found country folk, whose 
children have emigrated to the States or 
Australia, very fond of keeping every 
envelope and letter from abroad ; and 
although they' are disinclined to part with 
the wrappers, do not mind the stamps 
being removed.

1 have had many disappointments, but 
“  taking one consideration with another” 
the balance is much in my favour. 1 
would advise all purchasers of stamps on 
the Continent to beware of forgeries, and 
never to pay for any high-value stamp 
without an agreement that, should Stanley 
Gibbons declare it to be a forgery, the 
bargain must be at an end.

Before I adopted the method above 
mentioned, a strange piece of luck fell to 
me at Boulogne. 1 was purchasing a lot 
of three-cornered Capes from a dealer, 
who apparently was no expert. One 
stamp, a red three-cornered, appeared 
very rough in the printing, and the dealer 
threw it in with the others, saying, “ I 
am not quite sure whether it is genuine. 
I am inclined to adjudge it a forgery, so 
I will not charge you for it.”

The stamp in question turned out to be 
a genuine fine woodblock.

Owing to a narrow escape of my collec
tion by fire, 1 have ceased to collect 
stamps regularly. In disposing of the 
lot I obtained far better prices from first- 
class dealers than from private collectors. 
Sometimes, however, 1 am tempted to 
purchase good individual stamps when I 
realize them to be genuine bargains, and 
I allow my friends to have the benefit of 
forty years’ experience. I now collect 
less inflammable but equally interesting 
curios.
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
“ Africa: Part I I I ”
F e w  young collectors are likely to buy 
the forthcoming magnum opus of the 
Philatelic Society of London—A fric a : 
Part III . Nevertheless they will be in
terested in hearing that it will be a 
notable work. It will embrace the phila
telic history of the following countries: —

Oil Rivers and Niger Coast 
Protectorate.

New Republic.
Northern Nigeria.
Orange Free State.
Orange River Colony.
St. Helena.
Seychelles.
Sierra Leone.
Southern Nigeria.
Stellaland.
Swazieland.
South African Republic.
Transvaal.
Uganda Protectorate.
Zanzibar.
Zululand.

There will be thirty full-sized plates of 
exquisite reproductions. Only 750 copies 
will be printed: of these 300 will be 
wanted for members of the publishing 
society, and only 450 will remain for sale 
to the public. The price is to be 32s. 6d. 
for prepaid orders and £ 2  when pub
lished.

Box and Cox Philatelic Societies 
T he B o x  and Cox arrangement of the 
Philatelic Society of London and the 
Herts Philatelic Society starts this season. 
Both societies will occupy the same room, 
only, in true Box and Cox fashion, on 
different evenings ; for instance, on Tues
day the 17th October Mr. F. Reichen- 
ham will give a display and hold forth on 
the undreamt-of beauty of the F.M . and 
Newspaper stamps of la belle France ; 
then on the Friday following he will 
give the selfsame entertainment to the 
members of the Herts Society.

Southampton Philatelic Avenue

1 a m  reminded that not only do the 
Box and Cox Philatelic Societies meet in 
the same room in Southampton Row, and 
a dealer hang up his sign on the opposite 
side of the street, but another dealer— 
one several-initialed Smith—has moved 
from the purlieus of the Strand into the 
selfsame building.

Further, some members of the General 
Committee of the International Philatelic 
Exhibition, standing in the doorway of 
No. 4, Southampton Row, espied the 
name of “ Gibbons” over a shop op
posite.

Another member pointed out that it 
was only a worker in brass, and not 
the great stamp firm.

“ Still,”  said another, “ it may be a 
branch, for the Strand firm is noted for 
its brass.”

W hen he w a s young

1 w a s  dining with a few choice philatelic 
spirits the other day, when one of them 
grew reminiscent, and admitted that when 
a philatelic nipper, a knowing one had 
palmed off on him an old hat-label 
as a rare value of the large-figure first 
issue of Brazil. But you could not take 
him in with a hat-label now.

N ot E xp licit Enough

I n parsing, when I was a kid at school, 
we often tumbled across things that were 
understood, but not expressed. And the 

. same phenomenon seemingly prevails to
day in other directions ; for instance, the 
prospectus of the International Philatelic 
Exhibition says the charge for space will 
be qd. for each square foot, without say
ing whether it is cubic or superficial 
measure.

My exhibit would come nicely into a 
cubic foot, but I am afraid the Committee 
might cube the lot if I sent the cards in 
with a modest groat.
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No More Medals
Be it noted that the official medals will 
be the only medals awarded at the Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition, and a good 
thing too, for the plethora of medals 
heaped up by advertisement seekers in 
past exhibitions created a general nausea. 
So plentiful were they that if you ex
hibited an old tom cat as a philatelic 
curiosity you could have counted on a 
medal to a dead certainty.

A Forger Trapped by a Stamp
H ere is an interesting case from the 
Times of Ceylon of a forger being trapped 
by a postage stamp :—

The Chief Justice was e n g a g e d  yesterday, at the 
Kandy Supreme Court, in hearing a case of some 
interest. A woman named Ukku was charged with 
uttering a forged document, viz. a forged receipt, 
bearing a 5 cent King's Head stamp, with the date 
21 February, 1903.

Mr. J. Perera, head clerk of the Stamp Department 
of the Treasury, deposed that no King’s Head stamps 
were in circulation on or before the date stated in the 
receipt. These stamps were received in the island 
on 3 Marcil, 1903, and were first issued on 2 July, 
1903. He could not understand how a 3 cent King's 
Head stamp came to be affixed to a receipt prior to 
the date of circulation.

The woman, however, was found “  not guilty " by 
the jury, and his lordship discharged her. — K a n d y  
C o r . , 30 August.

It is fortunate that our friend Ukka was 
not a philatelist.

Shop-window Stamps
T h e Philatelic Jou rn al o f Great Britain  
very wisely questions the wisdom of cata
loguing any but the most prominent

shades, and asserts that many shades are 
due to fading.

The young collector will, o f course, not 
bother about shades at all, for they are at 
best difficult for all but the specialist to 
handle safely.

The most extraordinary fades result 
from the exposure of stamps in shop 
windows. In fact, very few, if any, of 
our colonial stamps will stand such ex
posure. Krgo, boys will do well to be 
careful in buying from shop-window lots.

But the most extraordinary fade I have 
seen is a copy of our G. S. IV. in Gibbons’ 
Strand shop window, the green cover 
having turned into a sort of buff colour.

Chalk-surfaced Paper
Of course, every young collector wants 
to know if he should go in for stamps on 
chalk-surfaced paper. Mv advice is, 
certainly not. Even I, who am a hardened 
sinner of a specialist, am hesitating 
whether I will bother about it.

Here is what Maj’or Evans says about 
it in the Monthly Journal, which is written 
by specialists for specialists :—

We shall have to chronicle stamps upon this paper 
as they appear, and no doubt they will Hnd their way 
into the Catalogue ; but it is well to warn our readers 
that the chalk-surfaced, or enamelled, papers that 
have been used in some of the Australian colonies, 
and elsewhere, are very variable in the amount of 
enamelling that they show, and that in u s e d  copies 
it is sometimes impossible to detect it. Thus, as time 
goes on, we may frequently meet with stamps that 
must have been printed on chalk-surfaced paper, but 
which may show no sign of it; and under these cir
cumstances it may fairly be considered a question 
whether this variety of paper is to be considered as 
having any importance except for the most advanced 
specialists.

TH E K IN G 'S  OWN P O ST A G E  S T A M P  ALBUM .
This Album has been specially designed for those collectors who either commence a collection with the 

Postage Stamps of King Edward VII., or who collect these stamps as a supplement to a General Collection. 
The King’s Own Album contains 100 pages of heavy white plate paper outlined with a neat border of neutral 
grey, with quadrille background inside the grey border, and name space at the top of each page. Exact site 
of leaves from the outer edge, 7^x9^ ; available for mounting stamps, 6£x8J. The title-page is printed in the 
Royal Colours, with the King’s Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with 
the Official Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold on cover. Post-free, 8s.; abroad, 8s. 9d.

THE IM P E R IA L  ALBU M .
Tenth Edition. Size of pages, Stxii^ inches. The present edition is arranged in th re e  volumes. Two 

causes have acted to bring about this result. First, the ever-increasing number of new issues, for which ac
commodation must be provided ; and secondly, the demand by collectors that space shall be found for varieties 
of perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform as closely as possible to the lists given in the Publishers' 
Catalogue. Vol. I. The Stamps ot the British Empire; post-free, 10s. qd, Vol. II. The Stamps of Europe, 
and the Colonies and Possessions of European States; post-free, 12s. 9d. Vol. III. Foreign Countries, except 
Europe and Possessions; post-free, 10s. 9d.

S t a n le y  G ibbon s, L t d .,  39 1, S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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SPECIAL BARGAINS
FOR G.S.W, R E A D E R S

U R Publishers propose to set apart 
this page for the offer o f Special 

Bargains to “  G. S. W ." readers.
In the course o f business there comes 

frequently the opportunity o f buying large 
parcels o f comparatively scarce stamps at 
bargain rates.

Hitherto such purchases have been added 
to stock, and have generally resulted in the 
reduction of the Catalogue quotations.

In fu ture, instead o f being added to 
stock, they w ill be offered as Special 
Bargains to our readers.

These special offers w ill be open fo r  one 
week only from the date o f the number in 
•which they appear. After the expiration 
of a week the stamps w ill be supplied at 
the regular rates only, and, in the majority 
of cases, the Catalogue prices w ill be main
tained, instead o f being reduced, as hitherto, 
as the result o f the purchase o f bargain 
parcels.

Foreign and Colonial readers w ill be 
supplied with these bargains i f  they de
spatch their orders within one week o f 
receipt o f  the number containing the offer.

E d . “  G .  S .  I F . "

OUR SIXTH SPECIAL OFFER
is as follows :—

A  F I N E  P A C K E T  O F 

1000 D I F F E R E N T  S T A M P S ,

containing, amongst other things, it  
Argentine, 35 Austria, 4 Bosnia, 24 
Hungary, a rare set of 12 Belgium Rail
way stamps, 12 Colombian, 37 French 
Colonials, Germany large 1 and 2 marks, 
7 Dutch Colonies, 25 Japanese, 43 obso
lete Spanish Colonies, etc.

The Catalogue price of this fine packet 
is between £ 4  10s. and £ 5 ,  and we are 
able to offer a few of these packets at the 
unprecedentedly low price of

iis. each, post-free.

The stamps are all arranged and 
mounted in a book ready to transfer to 
a collection.

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , L im it ed ,
391, S t r a n d , L ondon , W .C.

A  F IN E  'B IR T H 'D A Y  G IF T .

No. 68, 1500 varieties. Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1500 different Stamps form a 
splendid start for anyone. A large number of really rare and valuable stamps are contained in this collection; 
but it is impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed. £ 1  15s., post-free and registered.

T H E  C E N T U R Y  A L B U M .
Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and illustrated with several thousand full-sized reproductions of the 

stamps. In one volume, 6 2 2  pages. Size of each page, i o x  13 inches. Printed on one side of the paper only, 
catalogue and illustrations on the left, and spaces to correspond on the right-hand pages. Alt minor varieties 
of perforation, watermark, and type are omitted, and only such varieties are included as can be distinguished 
by the 3'oung philatelist. Space has been provided for some 18,000 stamps, and provision made for new issues 
by the insertion of numerous blank pages. Post-free, 13s. 4d.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1 , S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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MISCELLANEOUS
Fortunes in Stamps
Few people outside the ranks of ardent philatelists 
have any idea of the enormous growth of the postage- 
stamp collecting craze during recent years. It is a 
story full of romance, the financial side of which 
bristles with figures representing huge fortunes sunk 
in the tiny sc'raps of paper which speed the world's 
correspondence.

Both as a hobby and as a business stamp collecting 
has reached proportions which give it a very important 
place among mundane pursuits. There are many 
private collections worth from £2000 to £200,000, 
and the capital sunk in the stamp traffic is estimated to 
be well over £1,000,000.

The financial importance of the trade is illustrated 
by Stanley Gibbons, Limited, which, by its amalgama
tion last February with the firm of Glendining, Limited, 
has a capital of over £117,000. It was the auctioneer
ing department of this firm which sold Mr. Smith- 
Ryland's small private collection a few days ago for 
about .£2500, a price which was considered to he very 
good for an auction sale, especially as the collection 
offered contained comparatively few great rarities.

But even here there were one or two prices obtained 
for particular stamps which at once show the keenness 
of the collector and the business importance of the 
traffic. For instance, a Saxony stamp of 1851, with 
an error of paper, realized ,£56; a penny red and blue 
British Central Africa stamp sold for ,£47; and a 
penny blue Cape of Good Hope for ,£38.

Very often far higher prices than these are obtained 
for single stamps, though it may be a long time before 
a stamp realizes anything like the £1450 paid by the 
Prince of Wales last year for a 2d., blue, Mauritius.

The Prince's Speciality
The Prince of Wales is well known to be a very 

enthusiastic philatelist; but it is not common know
ledge that he is a specialist, collecting only the stamps 
of Great Britain and her Colonies. His stamps are 
worth many thousands of pounds. As President of 
the Philatelic Society of London, the Prince is regarded 
as one of the most cultured followers of the science 
of stamps, and has cleared up several doubtful points 
through information gathered in his phitatelical re
searches during his colonial tour.

Two of his sons, Prince Edward and Prince George, 
have already caught the stamp fascination. Prince 
Edward is specially interested in the Prince Edward 
Island stamps, of which he owns a complete set.

Recently a philatelic journal asked its readers their 
chief reasons for collecting stamps, offering a prize 
for the best reply. A large majority gave “ as an 
investment ’’ as their first answer, and it is indeed true 
that postage stamps are not only a safe, but also a 
highly profitable, investment.

Experts say that British Colonial stamps are the 
best from the investor’s point of view, especially those 
of Colonies which have small populations, and there
fore print comparatively few stamps.

Ten Per Cent
It is stated to be only a moderate estimate that the 

earning value of stamps is ten per cent. As instances 
of this earning value may be mentioned the 10s. 
Lagos, which was sold in 1903 for 12s. 6d., and is now

worth £4, and the £ 1  Southern Nigeria, whose marke 
price three years ago was 25s., hut is now £8.

Mr. W. Hughes Hughes' collection, made during 
thirty-seven years, at a cost altogether of only £69, 
was sold for £3000. Another collection, that of the 
late Mr. Pauweis, of Torquay, which originally cost 
£360, was sold, after lying on one side for twenty, 
seven years, for £4000.

No collection of valuables occupies such a little 
space as |>ostagc stamps. The small strong-room at 
one representative firm’s headquarters contains more 
than £75,000 worth of stamps pasted into stock books 
and numbered. Some of these stock books, of which 
there are 180, are worth over £2000. The Newfound
land stamps alone in this apartment are valued at 
£1569 14 s. 6<1.

There are 40,000 names of customers in all parts of 
the world on the books of the firm, the Prince of 
Wales, with a standing order for all new Colonial 
issues, being among the mo-t important. For these 
customers about 12,000 catalogues of British and
10,000 of foreign stamps are prepared annually. The 
stamps sold in a year run into millions, and the albums 
to at least 30,000.
Rare Stamps

Rare stamps, such as some of the Sandwich Islands. 
Mauritius, and Australian issues, valued at about £500 
each, arc constantly coming into the market, and are 
never kept for more than a week.

As collectors are increasing annually, especially in 
the public schools, and prices and takings are always 
rising, the traffic generally must be considered to be 
in a very nourishing condition.

But one does not wonder at this when it is stated 
that many wealthy collectors spend from £1000 to 
£10,000 a year on their hobby, and that one— 
M. Philippe la Kenoticre, of Paris, the greatest col
lector in the world—has spent £200,000 since 1870. 
His stamps are worth nearly £300,000, and his annual 
expenditure with one firm alone averages from £3000 
to £4000. He employs two secretaries, one to look 
after his stamps, and the other the post cards, en
velopes, and wrappers.

Mr. II. J. Duveen.’of New York, has a collection 
valued at £80,000 ; Mr. W. B. Avery, of Birmingham, 
owns stamps worth £50,000 ; Mr. M. P. Castle, Vice- 
President of the Philatelic Society, sold his stamps five 
years ago for £30,000; and several American col- 
lectors have stamps worth from £30,000 to £50,000.

In Russia the most important collector is Mr. K. 
Breitfuss, of St. Petersburg, who has been collecting 
for forty-five years, and is said to possess the third 
finest collection in the world. Italy’s mast famous 
collector is Prince Doria Pampliilj, and philatelic 
place of honour in Germany is occupied by Herr 
Martin Schroeder, the Leipsic merchant.

The Earl of Crawford and Balcarres is an example 
of a collector who. once smitten with the fascination of 
stamps, has pursued the hobby with such keenness 
that in a very few years he has become possessed of 
one of the most magnificent collections of its kind 
in the world. He started collecting comparatively 
recently, specializing on the stamps of the British 
Empire, the United States, and the Italian States, and 
his remarkable collection is all the more interesting 
from the fact that it is based on historical lines.

The D a ily  E xpress.

A  V E R Y  H AND SO M E P R E S E N T .
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, every stamp being different and genuine, and thus forming 

a choice collection in itself. £3 , post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London,W.C.
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

CHAPTER XXI (c o n t i n u e d )

W h e r e in  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  w e l l  o f  t r u t h  o u g h t  

t o  be f u l l  o f  w i n e !

W HEN the wave emerged in the Villa Nazionale 
a number of carriages, driving there at the 
fashionable hour, were compelled hastily to 

draw on one side, to the great fear of the ladies within, 
who thought it a rising of the populace.

The overwhelmed police officers tried in vain to 
stem the torrent and approach the carriage where 
John was continuing his sensational cries. It took 
more than a quarter of an hour for the ridiculous pro
cession to reach the hotel, with a large reinforcement 
of noisy shouts. The trams from Pausilippe were 
interrupted ; two trains from Pouzzoles, lying to at 
Torretta, waited for the road to become passable; 
landaus, victorias, fiacres, entangled in inextricable 
confusion, in vain sought an opportunity of finding 
their way out. People climbed the carob trees, palms, 
and lamp-posts and any other posts of observation 
they could find. And the one word, clamoured by 
thousands of voices, echoed to the outermost ranks of 
the crowd, who repeated it confidently, “ Albrandi! 
Albrandi! ”

Just as the fiacre, not without difficulty, drew near 
the hotel, the landau containing William and Betty 
also arrived there.

“ Why, whatever is the matter? A riot?” cried 
William, jumping out.

Then, for the first time, he distinguished the name 
“ Albrandi” among the shouts and caught sight of 
John, still standing in his carriage, whence he refused 
to descend, and repeating obstinately—

“ Albrandi has got it ! Albrandi! ”
“ Wretch!” he exclaimed, without any clear idea 

of what had happened. And, throwing himself on his 
valet, he caught him by the throat, nearly threw him 
to the ground, and forced him, with great strides, to 
enter the hotel, to the great amusement of the waiters, 
who had rushed up to see what was the matter. Betty 
also approached the fiacre, from which Victoria, more 
dead than alive with fear and shame, had no strength 
to move.

“ What does this mean ? ” she asked. “ Who is this 
Albrandi, and what has he got?”

“ The stamp, Miss Betty.”
She could say no more, for her voice died away and 

she fell full length on the tlag-stones. Two of the 
servants took her up in a dead faint and carried her 
into the hotel, where Betty followed them.

But a crowd having the effect of drawing together 
a still greater crowd, the mass which encumbered the 
streets became alarming. All communication was cut 
off, carriages stopped, pedestrians trodden under foot, 
flower borders and grass plots invaded. From all 
sides rushed up reporters in quest of news, stopping 
each other to ask what it all meant. But no one, 
as we can welt understand, could explain the matter 
exactly.

So in all the groups there were endless, hot dis
cussions, the noise of which resounded throughout 
the neighbouring streets. The crowd chattered and 
jabbered without in the least knowing what about. 
They were agreed on one point only—that something 
extraordinary had happened “ at Prince Albrandi's 
palace.”

At last the police were compelled to call in the 
military. And, while the disorder was at its height, 
trumpets began to sound at the other end of the town. 
Nothing more was needed to dissolve the enormous 
crowd, who melted, like a cloud of dust, into the 
adjacent streets, and soon left the place clear*

But as the soldiers passed under the window of the 
Grand Hotel, along the street, cleared as if by magic, 
a window on the third fioor was opened, and the dis
ordered head of John suddenly emerged and launched 
for the last time into the calm evening air the four 
magic words, “  Albrandi has got it! All Brandy! 
I la ! ha ! ha !"

CHAPTER XXII

W h e r e in  i t  i s  s h o w n  h o w  W i l l i a m  a n d  B e t t y % h a v i n g  

r e a c h e d  t h e i r  o b ject, d e s p a i r  o f  e v e r  a t t a i n i n g  it ,

W HEN William and Betty met in the dining
room of the Grand Hotel they were in very 
different moods. The young girl was scarcely 

able to hide, under an amiable smile, the joy she felt 
in the unexpected discovery of the precious secret. 
William was wondering whether John had really told 
all, or whether the name of Albrandi had simply 
escaped him in a moment of exuberance without any 
comment. But neither of them allowed these thoughts 
to escape them as they exchanged their impressions 
of Naples during dinner. But, in speaking of their 
drive in the afternoon, no mention was made of the 
sumptuous dwelling of the Prince or of the disturbance 
in the Villa Nazionale ; and their silence on these sub
jects was the more remarkable as they were the two 
special events of the day.

Williams uneasiness increased, for he concluded, 
logically enough, that, as Betty asked nothing about 
it. it was evident she was already enlightened. Rut 
Miss Scott remained impenetrable, and the unfortunate 
William rose from the table no better informed than 
when he sat down. The one important thing for him 
now was to execute once more, with Prince Albrandi, 
the manoeuvre which had succeeded so well with 
M. Moulineau—that is to see him alone and before 
Miss Betty. And, as the little American must at least 
have dangerous suspicions touching this name of 
Albrandi, shouted in her ears a hundred times, it was 
necessary to act without any delay.
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So William, feeling all the more disquieted because 
John was still in no condition to answer questions or 
give him any exact information on the state of affair", 
resolved to go at once to the Prince's house, lie 
profited by the confusion arising, when the guests 
were leaving the table, to glide into the crowd and 
gain the vestibule and the outer door. Hut Hetty Had 
not lost sight of him, and was close behind him as he 
descended the first step.

“ You are going out?’* she asked.

“ Oh, are you there?’* said the young man, turning 
round with a disappointed expression.

“  Yes, I ran alter you. You sneak off just like a 
common commander."

William felt highly displea>ed, and scarcely took 
the trouble to hide it.

“ Yes*," continued Hetty, “ I know I am a great 
nuisance, but I warned you. I can't possibly let you 
go out alone, especially without any money, just 
think, if anything happened to you---- "

253

( T o  be co n tin u ed .)

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Our Constantinople Letter

C o n s t a n t in o p l e , 8 S e p te m b e r , 1905 

The New Turkish Stamps
By my letter of this day I give you some news as to 
the new stamps of Turkey and of the foreign post 
offices in the Levant.

The new stamps of Turkey appeared on 1 Sep
tember, the anniversary of the accession to the throne 
of H.M. the Sultan ; this new set consists of eighteen 
stamps:—

Postage stamps: «, 10, 20 paras. 1, 2, 2.’,, to, 2C, 
and 50 piastres/* 5

Newspaper stamps: 5, 10, 20 paras, 1, 2, and 5 
piastres.

Unpaid Letter stamps: t and 2 piastres.
It will be seen that this time there are two new 

values, 2k and 10 piastres, which were not included in 
the former issues and which have been created specially 
for the packets sent by parcel post, as these values were 
being needed continually in that branch ; as to the 
Unpaid Letter stamps, the 10 and 20 paras have been 
withdrawn in this issue, but they are needed, as it 
seems, and they will be also created soon.
The 1901 Series, perf. is }

An Interesting thing happened during the last ten 
days of August. As the result of a formal order issued 
by the Turkish Government, the new stamps could not 
be issued before t September, the date of the anni
versary referred to. As some of the values of the old 
stamps were lacking, one was obliged to get printed a 
certain number of the old types; but as the perforating 
machine used in the old types had been put out of use 
as the result of being used so much, the stamps were 
perforated by the machine used in making the new 
issue of stamps, and the same perforation was used, 
that is, 12A instead of 13A. Only 100 sheets were 
printed (too stamps) of the 5 paras, violet, but in a v e r y  
dark violet, in all 10,000 stamps; 50 sheets of the 20 
paras, red instead of the pink, in all 5000 pieces; and 
25 sheets of the 5 piastres, violet-pink, printed in a 
bright red-violet, in all 2500 pieces. These stamps were 
used only about ten days by the Host Office of Stamboul 
alone, and I think they will be in very great demand, 
especially unused, as nobody had time to lay in a stock 
of them, and they are no longer in circulation in 
Turkey.
The New British Levant Stamps

The British Post Offices in the Levant have issued 
also new stamps by surcharging the word “  Levant" 
on all the stamps of the mother country, that 1$, Ad., 
id., 1 Ad., 2d., 2§d., 3d., 4d., $ d . t 6d., and up to the is.; 
thus at this moment one can use indifferently on letters 
posted at these offices either the old stamps surcharged 
in “ piastres" and “ paras," or the new issue of stamps

surcharged “  Levant." The stamps of aid. and 3d. 
were surcharged already respectively “ 40 paras" and 
“ 80 paras." When this stock is exhausted they will be 
used again, but they will bear the surcharges of "  1 
piastre" and “ 2 piastres" instead of the former sur
charges.

The Demand for Higher Values
On the other hand, as the highest value used in the 

British post offices was the 2s. 6d. surcharged “ 12 
piastres," and as often the leading banks and offices 
in sending away title deeds «hare scrip, etc., were 
obliged to pay from £ .4  to £ $  for the postage of such 
a letter, it resulted in the Post Office being compelled 
to cover the whole envelope with the 2s. 6d. stamps, 
and this was inconvenient both to the sender and to 
the Post Office. Upon a request being made to the 
Postmaster-Genera) in London, it was decided to sur
charge also the 5s., pink, with the surcharge “  24 
piastres," for use in the British offices in the Levant. 
Hence the reason for the rearrangement now of the 
list of postage stamps in use at the British offices, a 
list which I gave in my last letter:—

Stamps surcharged “ Levant": Ad., td., 2d., 2id., 
3d., 4d., 3d., 6d., is.

Stamps surcharged in paras and piastres without 
the word "Levant": 40 paras on 2.Ad., 80 paras on 
3d., 4 piastres on iod., 12 piastres on 2s. 6d., and 24
piastres on 5s.

First Supply of British " Levant “ Stamps Sold Out
This new issue surcharged “ Levant" was such a 

success that at the end of three weeks the first supply 
of several hundred pounds' worth received by our 
post office was completely exhausted, and another 
large supply had to be ordered by telegram as the re
sult of the orders which came in.

German Levant Stamps
Although the German stamps with “ Reichspost" 

have been superseded for more than two years in 
Germany, and replaced by stamps bearing the inscrip
tion “ Deutsches Reich," the "Reichspost" stamps 
continue to be used in the German offices in the 
Levant surcharged in paras and piastres. Recently 
the postal authorities published a notice to say that 
towards the end of this month fresh stamps will be 
used which will bear the same surcharges, but on the 
stamps of the type "Deutsches Reich" instead of 
“  Reichspost." The stamps of the old type will be ex
changed for the new ones at all the German post 
offices in the Levant until t January, 1906.

Russian Levant Stamps
A new value will be issued soon in these offices, 

namely, that of “ 5 paras" on the f kopeck, orange.
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
London Philatelic Society

President: H.R.H. The Prince o f  Wales.
Hon. S ec .: J- A. Ti.'leard. 10. Gracechurch Street, E.C.
Meetings : 4, Southampton Row. IV. Alternate Fridays a t 7.45.
Annual Subscription Tcun, £ 2  2 s . ;  Country, £ 1  Is.

Programme of the Season 1905 f.
1905 The Earl of Crawford, k .t . ( V i c e -P r e s i d e n t ) .

Oct. 13. A Display. This meeting: will be held at
the residence of the Earl of Crawford, 
2, Cavendish Square.

Oct. 27. Mr. F. Reichenheim. Papers, with Dis
plays. (1) The F. M. Stamps of France. 
(2) The Newspaper Stamps of France.

Nov. 10. Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg. A Paper entitled 
“ Philatelic Researches in Australia,** illus
trated with impressions from dies and 
plates, and pulls ironi perforating and 
rouletttng machines.

Nov. 24. Mr. B. D. Knox. A Paper entitled “ The 
Malta Local Post and its Stamps,'* with 
Display.

Dec. 8. Messrs. M. P. Castleand L. L. R. Hausburg.
A Paper on the Retouches of New Zealand,

1906 with Display and Lantern Enlargements.
Jan. 5. Mr. R. Frentzel. A Display of a portion

of Collection of the Stamps of Mexico, 
with Notes.

Jan. 19. Mr. H. R. Oldfield. A Paper on the Stamps 
of Servia, with Display.

Feb. 2. Mr. R. 8. Vardley. A Display of the 
Stamps of Griqunland, with Notes.

Feb. 16. Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg. A Paper on the 
Perforations of Victoria, with Display.

Mar. 2. Mr, H. J. Duvecn. A Display of the 
Stamps of ^Switzerland.

Mar. 16. Mr. T. \V. Hall. A Paper on the Stamps of 
Uruguay, with Display.

Mar. 30. Mr. C. F. Dendy Marsha]!. Notes on used 
British Stamps, with a Sketch History of 
Postmarks from the Earliest Times.

April 20. Mr. A. Bagshawe. A Paper on the Stamps 
of the Straits Settlements, with Display.

May 4. Baron P. de Worms. A Paper on the 
Stamps of Ceylon, with Display of portion 
of the Collection of Baron A. de Worms.

May 18. Mr. L. W. Fulcher. A Paper entitled 
“ Studies in Plating the Stamps of Japan," 
with Display. (1) The First Issue.

June 8. Annual General Meeting.

Enterprise Philatelic Society
Secretary: A. C. Constantinides, Wooduiew, Archway Road, 

Highgate, London, A.
Meeting! : Monthly, Devonshire House Hotel, Bishopegate Street, 

London, E.C.

Programme. Season 1905-6.
1905 General Business: Election of New Mem-

Oct. 18. bers, etc. etc. Paper and Display: “ The 
Pictorial Stamps of New Zealand.*’ W. B. 
Edwards, B.sc. General Sale and Ex
change.

Nov. 15. General Display by Members. British 
Colonial King's Heads. Display with Notes: 
Barbados. E. Heginbottom, n.A., with 
Display of the Society’s Collection of For
geries, Reprints, and Bogus Issues, with 
Notes by the Hon. Counterfeit Detector.

. General Sale and Exchange.
Dec. 20. Display: Rare Stamps. F. W. Lake.

Ten-minute Papers: Selected. General 
Sale and Exchange.

1906
Jan. 17.

Feb.

Display with Notes: Antigua, Bahamas, 
Bermuda, Cayman Is., Dominica. £. 
Heginbottom. u.A. Paper : “  Recollec
tions," accompanied by Display. H. \V. 
Westcott. General Sale and Exchange. 
Auction for disposal of Members' Dupli
cates, etc. Discussion : “  Is Finality a 
Desideratum?" Opened by A. H. Harris. 
General Display by Members: The Far 
East. Genera! Sale and Exchange.

Mar. 21. Display with Notes: Grenada, Jamaica.
E. Heginbottom, B.A. Ten-minute Paper: 
Selected. Display: A Selection of British 
Colonies. F. \V. Lake. General Sale and 
Exchange.

April (S. Display with Notes: I.ccward Is., Mont
serrat, Nevis, St. Kitts. E. Heginbottom, 
B.A. Paper: “ Fiscal Notes and Indica
tions,” accompanied by Display of the 
United States and Philippines. \V. Schwa- 
bacher. General Sale and Exchange. 
Annual General Meeting.

-The exchange will be opened at each meet- 
ing by the Chairman, on the conclusion of the items 
preceding.

Tea will be provided in the hotel for the convenience 
of country and other Members in towu for the 
meetings.

May 16. 
Note.-

Manchester Philatelic Society
President: W. Doming Beck ton.
Hon. S e c .:  G. Fred. H. Gibson, Fairfield, Crvmpsall, Manchester. 
Meetings :  Grand Hotel, Manchester. Weekly: Fridays a t 7 p.n.

The Library
T h e  books belonging to the Society are kept in a 
bookcase at the Grand Hotel, and may be borrowed 
on application to the Librarian.

All books must be in the library during the ordinary 
meetings of the Society. Members may borrow one 
book at a time, with the privilege of renewal at the 
end of a fortnight, unless it is required by another 
member.

G. L. C a m p b e l l , jun., lion. L i b r a r i a n ,
37, Duke Street, Southport.

The Exchange Club
Is in active operation from October to June Inclusive, 

and is open to members and corresponding members 
for the session, the packets of sheets circulating 
monthly. Details and rules may be had on applica
tion to

J. S. G e e , C o m p t r o l le r ,
96, Mosley Street, Manchester.

Syllabus—Session 1905-6
1905

Sept. 29. 
Oct. 6.

Oct. 13. 
Oct. 20.

Oct. 27. 
Nov. 3.

Nov. 10. 
Nov. 17.

Nov. 24.

Dec. i.

Opening Meeting and Exhibition. 
Elementary Discussion, “ Antigua." Opened 
by J. H. Taylor.
Display with Notes, Tonga. J. H. Abbott, 
Elementary Discussion, “  Barbados.** 
Opened by G. L. Campbell, jun.
Paper, “ Chili from 1867." R. Albrecht. 
Elementary Discussion, “  Bahamas and 
Bermuda." Opened by J. H. Abbott. 
Display with Notes, U.S.A. W. W. Munn. 
Elementary Discussion, “  Dominica and

iamaica." Opened by J. S. Gee.
)isplay with Note?, Orange Free State. 

W. D. Beckton.
Elementary Discussion, “ Grenada." 
Opened by R. F. Chance.
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Dec. 8. Paper, “  Russia." G. B. Duerst.
Dec. «5- Klementary Discussion, “  Montserrat and 

S. Christopher.” Opened by J. H. Abbott.
i$o6
Jan. 12. Exhibition of Errors (limited to twelve by 

each member).
Jan. 19. Elementary Discussion, “  Nevis.” Opened 

by C. H. Coote.
Jan. 26. Display with Notes, Wurtemberg. J. C. 

North.
Feb. 2. Lecture by F. J. Melville, Athenaeum, 

6.30 p.m.
Feb. 7 ( l i 'e d n e s d a v ) . Dinner, 6.30 p.m.
Feb. 16. Elementary Discussion, “  S. Lucia and 

Tobago.” Opened by !•'. J. Bcazley.
Feb. 23. Paper, “  The Outsider's View of Philately.” 

J. H. Abbott.
Mar. 2. Klementary Discussion, “ S. Vincent.” 

Opened by W. W. Munn.
Mar, 9. Display with Notes, English Officials.

I. J. Bernstein.
Mar. 16. Elementary Discussion, “ Trinidad.” 

Opened by G. F. H. Gibson.
Mar. 23. Paper, “  Sicily.” VV. D. Beckton.
Mar. 30. Elementary Discussion, “  Turks Islands and 

Virgin Islands.” Opened by W. \V. Munn.
Aug. 6. Display with Notes, Holland. K. F. Chance.

Members are particularly requested to bring to the
meetings their stamps of the countries under dis
cussion.

Johannesburg Philatelic Society
Secretary: J. Qlasson, P .0. Box 4967, Johannesburg.
Meetings : Masonic Temple, Plein Street, Johannesburg.

A very interesting meeting of the Johannesburg 
Philatelic Society took place on Tuesday, 29 August, 
1905, Mr. C. R. Schuler in the chair. Amongst the 
new stamps shown were several of the new British 
South Africa Company, on which a fine view of the 
Victoria Falls is depicted. These were exhibited by 
Mr. M. Neuburger. Mr. C. R. Schuler showed a 
very fine specimen of the 12 pence, black, Canada, 
used. This is a very fine stamp, and probably a 
second copy is not to be found in Africa. The 
Auditor then presented the balance-sheet. The ex
hibition for the evening was British North America. 
The fine collection shown by Mr. A. J. Cohen out
classed all other exhibits. A hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded to this gentleman. Mr. G. C. Herbert 
has kindly consented to exhibit his fine collection of 
African stamps. This gentleman will show his Trans
vaal and British East African stamps, and a fortnight 
later Orange Free State or Orange River Colony and 
Natal stamps. As is well known, this collection is one 
of the finest in South Africa. The Society extend a 
cordial welcome to ladies and gentlemen interested in 
Philately. Their meetings are held at the Masonic 
Temple, Plein Street.

THE STAMP MARKET
By AN ODD LOT
A Notable Collection Sold
Ol'R old and genial friend and most excellent philatelist, 
Mr. J. N. Luff, a citizen of the Great Republic, was 
over here in our village for a few weeks recently, and 
whilst here he fell into the temptation to part with his 
magnificent collection of the stamps of the United 
States. Its extent may be gathered from the fact that 
it prices up to between ^5000 and ;£6ooo.

Stanley Gibbons, Limited, were the fortunate 
purchasers, and they say that it is the finest collection 
of United Stales stamps ever broken up in this 
country.

It has been the work of eighteen years of one of 
the keenest philatelists and mo*t painstaking philatelic 
writers of which our little world can boast.

More Australian Federation
The colonies of Australia have “ federated,” and 
now the stamp firms of the Commonwealth are follow
ing suit.

The firms of P. Hagen and Messrs. J. H. Smyth 
and Co. have amalgamated under the title of Fred. 
Hagen, Ltd. Both firms are located in Sydney. Hagen 
runs the good old A u s t r a l i a n  P h i l a t e l i s t , and Smyth 
theyoungand vigorous A u s t r a l i a n  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l a t e l y .  
The younger journal will cease to exist from the com- 

letion of Volume V, and Mr. J. II. Smyth will 
ecome editor of T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  P h i l a t e l i s t , which 

will probably be considerably enlarged.
Stanley Gibbons, Limited, have transferred the sole 

agency for Australia to the new firm.

Nigerias Still Rising
The latest news is the continued rise of Nigerias. It 
is only a few weeks since that I secured a copy of the 
then current £ .\  King's Head, single CA, of Southern 
Nigeria at new issue rate, but already it has risen into 
the clouds of scarce and high-priced stamps.

The supply ran short rapidlyand somewhat suddenly, 
and collectors were hunting hither and thither for 
copies, but none were to be had for love or money. 
One collector astonished a Strand dealer by offering 
£ 6  for a copy, and now £8  is said to be the lowest 
price.
Charging for Auction Catalogues
On page 224 of G . S .  W .  I commented on a printed 
circular which I had received from Messrs. Puttick 
and Simpson, intimating that in future their Stamp 
Catalogues would be supplied to me, if required, at 
2$. per season.

I now gladly publish the following explanation that 
the circular was not intended to apply to well-known 
collector buyers:—

“  We notice in the la«t issue of G ib b o n s  S t a m p  
W e e k ly , under notes by ‘An Odd Lot,* some adverse 
comments upon oursupposedly new system of charging 
2s. per season for our stamp catalogues. This is by no 
means new, as we have for many years pursued this 
course.

“ We send catalogues free to a l l  k n o w n  b u y e r s  a n d  
in te r e s te d  p e rs o n s , but we have so many applications 
for catalogues which arc only required for mere 
curiosity, that our printing and postage bill would be 
more than double what it is if we were to send them 
to every one free, and therefore to persons whose 
names we do not know we send out the notice in 
question annually.

“  We do not know who * An Odd Lot' is, but if you 
will kindly give us his name and address we will see that 
he always has our catalogues as they are published.”

It only remains for me to add that I am only “ An 
Odd Lot,” and that I will take my chance of getting a 
free copy, as heretofore, without unveiling my modest 
identity. As a most courteous and obliging firm, I 
would also wish them a bumper philatelic season in 
their beautiful auction rooms in Leicester Square.
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ANSWERS TO 
CORRESPONDENTS

The Editor regrets that he has no time fo r direct correspondence. Ail letters requiring a reply will be dealt with 
under the head o f “ Answers to Correspondents."

A. M. S. (Chiswick)—The Saxony stamp which sold 
for ^56 at Glendining's sale on the 18th September, 
1905,'was the 1851: error of paper, h ngr. on pale 
blue paper, instead of grey paper.

H. C. (Luton).—We arc afraid we must agree with 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., that they act wisely in treating 
their Catalogue as their own special price list of 
stamps they have for sale ; and after all, what would 
be the practical value of their filling up the blanks by 
inserting prices for stamps they have not in stock? 
The price of any article that a trader sells must 
eventually be determined by the price he has to pay 
for his supply. As a case in point, take the Southern 
Nigeria, King's Head, single CA, £ 1 .  It is left un
priced in the Catalogue, and when the Catalogue was 
published supplies were expected at the usual com
mission over face. Therefore, on your plan, they 
should have priced it at about 25s. Supplies have 
been unobtainable, and the stamp now fetches ^8. 
What would have been the practical use of “ a fully 
priced catalogue" pricing a stamp not in stock in 
this case? And it is only typical. As a matter of 
fact, it is simply bunkum for any stamp dealer to 
publish a catalogue of prices for stamps he cannot 
supply, and no one knows this better than those who 
attempt it. From a collectors point of view, we tried 
your plan once, and---- came a cropper.

P. N. C. (Oxford).—Of your list, Gambia, Seychelles, 
and British Somaliland will be the best for your 
purpose. If you wish to regard the money you put 
into stamps as an investment, collect unused only; if

OUR PHILATELIC
O CTO BER, 1905
16. Auction : Douglas Cook and Co., 562, Sauchiehall Street, 

Glasgow. 0.30 p.m.
17 & 18. Auction : Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, Lon

don. 4.30 p.m,
18. Enterprise Philatelic Society: General Business. Election 

o f New Members. Paper and Display—The Pictorial 
Stamps o f New Zealand, by W. B. Edwards, B.sc.

19&20. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 
London. 4.4s P-m.

ao. Manchester Philatelic Society: Elementary Discussion, 
Barbados, opened by G. L. Campbell, jun.

ax. Philatelic Society of London : Papers with Displays—:, 
The FM Stamps o f  France; 2, 'lhe Newspaper Stamps 
o f  France, by V. Keichenheim.

The Junior Philatelic Society: Bourse; 6 p.m. Paper— 
Posts in Nelson’s Time, Fred. J. Melville; 8 p.m. Paper

investment is of no consequence, give play to your 
own preference. But of vour countries unused 
are just as cheap as used ; therefore take unused. 
Don't trouble about minor varieties until you have 
had a few years of experience, and don’t lake any
thing outside the ordinary postage stamps sold for 
ordinary public use, thus barring officials, unpaids, 
and also fiscals used for postage, registereds, express 
delivery, etc. Victoria Falls stamps are not worth 
your attention.

E. H. L. (Halifax).—We use only cuttings from other 
journals on our miscellaneous page. No, we do not 
advise the general collector to bother about chalk
surfaced paper.

F. E. H. (Dublin).—Yes, we expect Gibhons will 
publish a simplified catalogue later on.

A. R.—If by “ the British id. King’s Head, blue- 
green," you mean the Great Britain King's Head id., 
you will find it catalogued at id., and we know of no 
reason why it should be priced higher. It is common, 
and likely to be so for many years.

H. E. H. (London).—If you cannot attend the meet* 
ings, we do not see what you are to gain from 
membership, except the say-so of being a member.

D. A. (Dundee).—It would be very risky for you to do 
any buying of remainder lots at auctions unless you 
have some trustworthy friend in London who will 
inspect the stamps and advise you as to their con
dition, etc.

DIARY
—The Electric and International: A Talk about British 
Telegraphic Companies and Stamps, K. Halliday; 8.20 
p.m. Display—African Colonies J, Cape Colony: 8.40 
p.m. Debate—Should great commemorations be signal
ized by the Issue o f Special Stamps? 9.20 p.m.

23. Kent and Sussex Philatelic Society: President’s Address. 
Paper—Kccent Developments in Postal Issues, at Car- 
nanton, Tunbridge Wells. 3 p. m.

24 & 25. Auction : Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

26 & 27. Auction : Ventom, Bull, and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 
Surrey Street, London. 5 p.m.

97. Manchester Philatelic Society: Paper—Chili from 1897,
K. Albrecht.

31. Auction: Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street. I.ondtn 
4.30 p.m.

E d i t o r ia l  A d d r t s s —E dw ard  J. K a n k i v s i l , Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W . Brrmdom  & Son , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
14 October, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By E D W A R D  J. N A N K I V E L L

Bergedorf
'T 'H IS  insignificant German town, with 

1  a population of only 10,000 inhabit
ants, for a short period, once, issued a 
series of postage stamps, and therefore 
claims a permanent place in our postage 
stamp albums.

It is described as a district and town of 
Germany 10 miles south-east of Hamburg, 
to which it belongs. The area of the 
district is 35 square miles, and the popu
lation is given as 25,000. It is this 
extension of the name to a district that 
saves the stamps from being relegated to 
the catalogue of local stamps confined to 
the town of issue.

Theplace acquired considerable notoriety 
some centuries ago as the head-quarters of 
powerful gangs of robbers, who for many 
years gave great trouble to the adjoining 
states.

Encyclopaedias and gazetteers dismiss 
the place in a few lines, but an exceedingly 
interesting history of it is to be found in 
the Slamp Collector’s Magazine o f 1863, 
which I quote in extcnso:—

In 1387, Margaret, the Semiramis of the north, 
wearing already the crowns of Denmark and Norway, 
received that of Sweden. Albert, the deposed and 
imprisoned king, was recognized only by the inland 
of Gottland and the city of Holmia, the then capital. 
John of Macklenburg, his father-in-law, was besieged 
in that city; and the magistrates of Rostock and 
Wismar issued an edict, allowing all pirates and 
predatory brigands, who should attack and capture 
any sea or land convoy appertaining to the queen's

party, free access to their ports, and ready means for 
disposal of plunder. The numerous predatory bands 
of that lawless period, glad of any excuse for exer
cising their profession, plundered the villages, and, 
under the pretext of revictualling Holmia, called 
themselves V i t  a l i e n s , or victuallers.

After this war ceased, the Vitaiiens, satisfied with 
their lucrative calling, were by no means inclined to 
resign it; and the people of Rostock and Wismar, 
who had made peace with the queen, finding it im
possible to lay the fiend they had raised, united with 
Hamburg and other Hanseatic towns in occasional 
crusades against their former allies. This desultory 
hostility continued some years; and, in 1410, Hamburg, 
Lubeck, and Bremen obtained an undertaking from 
the counts of Oldenburg, who doubtless had private 
reasons satisfactory to themselves—in the shape of 
tribute money for their patronage—to withdraw the 
protection hitherto afforded the Vitaiiens. These latter 
were by no means disposed to succumb, and allied 
themselves with other brigands, then known under 
the designation of c/ic c tia p a n s  and f i l ib u s t ie r s  (whence 
the modern American filibusters).

As the cave of Adullam, ages before, afforded refuge 
to every one that was distressed or in debt or discon
tented, so among other strongholds of the period 
under notice did the castle of Bergedorf, which 
now makes its appearance on the scene. This was 
peculiarly adapted to the romantic purposes of a 
robber's den; possessing a subterranean passage lead
ing from its vaults, with an outlet at a considerable 
distance in the forest. Thence the marauders issuing, 
seized upon and plundered travelling merchants and 
others; and if not satisfied with the bi>oty obtained 
from their persons, blindfolded and bore them off to 
the dungeons of Bergedorf, till they could procure 
ransom from their friends. They were supposed to 
be privately protected by Duke Henry of Saxony— 
under whose jurisdiction their retreat then was—for 
reasons, most probably pretty w e ig h ty *  best known to 
himself; as he never exerted his influence to quell 
the nuisance, notwithstanding repeated petitions were 
addressed to him by the authorities of the surround
ing cities.

At length the burgomasters of Hamburg and Lubeck



G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y2 5 8

with two thousand foot and eight hundred horse and 
a crowd of volunteer citizens, made a regular attack 
on the town of Bergedorf; which, yielding after a 
brief resistance, was pillaged and burnt. The brigands, 
however, retreated to the castle, which was strong 
enough to withstand for some days the arquebuses 
and cannons of that time. On the fifth day the 
besiegers collected and fired a quantity of combus
tibles ; the stifling smoke of which compelling the 
defenders to retire from the walls and windows, they 
made an escalade, and the garrison surrendered, on 
condition of being allowed to depart with whole skins.

In 1430 it was agreed that the Duke of Saxony 
should abandon for ever, to the towns of I.ubeck and 
Hamburg, the castle of Bergedorf, with its a p p a n a g e s  ;  
and for more than four hundred years has it remained 
under the joint protection of those cities, each claiming 
the alternate nomination of a bailiff, or governor of 
senatorial rank—at first appointed for four, afterwards 
for six years — and supplying an equal number of 
soldiers to garrison the castle.
Its Philatelic History

Its philatelic history is a brief one. 
According to Mr. Westobv, an intelligent 
postmaster of Bergedorf in 1861 induced 
its inhabitants, and those of the adjoining 
parish of Gersthacht, with the adjoining 
hamlets, to introduce a series of postage 
stamps.

The currency was the same as that of 
Hamburg and Lubeck, being schillingc 
and Hamburg marks, and the design of 
the stamps was made up of half of the 
Arms of Lubeck (an Eagle) on the left, 
and half of those of Hamburg (portion 
of a Castle) on the right.

The stamps were issued in November, 
1861, and were superseded on 3 1 Decem
ber, 1867, by the stamps of Hamburg, that 
city having acquired complete jurisdiction 
over the town and district of Bergedorf.

The number of stamps printed in 1861 
is given by Westoby as follows :—

£ $chM 200,000 
1 sch., 90,000 

i£sch., 100,000
3 sch., 80,000
4 sch., 80,000 
Total 550,000

Of these he says 324 were used between 
1861 and the end of 1867, and the re
mainders, composed of the following, were 
purchased by M. Moens, the well-known 
stamp dealer of Brussels, in 1868 :—

i  sch., 39.000 
1 sch., 26,000 

it sch., 68,000
3 sch., 43,000
4 sch., 50,000

M. Moens also purchased the litho
graphic stone with the original engravings 
of the stamps upon it, and an obliterating 
stamp of five horizontal bars. Among 
the stamps purchased, we are told, there 
were about fifty of the i i  sch., with the 
final “ e ”  of s c h i l l i n g e  either separate 
or in a pair with another stamp without 
the final “  e . ”

l86l. Five values. Design, a combina
tion of the Eagle of the Lubeck Arms 
and towers of the Castle of the Arms of 
Hamburg, within a circle. In the corners 
formed by the circle are the initials
L .H .P .A ., i.e. “ Lubeck Hamburg Post 
Amt.”  In the framework on top was the 
word b e r g e d o r f , at the foot the word 
p o st m a r k s , and at the sides the value 
in words. I n each corner was the numeral 
of value. The stamps were produced by 
the lithographic process.

The stamps were all of different sizes, 
the smallest size being that of the lowest 
value, £ sch. ; each higher value being of 
slightly increased size, thus following the 
style of coins.

The i  sch. is catalogued on lilac paper 
as well as on blue paper, and the 3 sch. in 
black on rose paper as well as in blue on 
rose paper, but it is doubtful whether they 
were ever issued.

The stamps were issued imperforate.

Im perforate. Unused.
t. (i.

£ sch., black on blue paper . t 6 
i ,, „  white papier 3 o
t£ „  „  yellow paper o 4
3 ,, blue on rose paper . o 4
4 ,, black on brown piaper o 4

Used.
S. d. 

20 O 
30 O

75 ©

{ T o  be c o n tin u e d  )

P L E A S E  NOTE
The Prices quoted in the foregoing article are taken from our publishers* latest Catalogue, and are, 
therefore, the Prices at which Jfon lrjr Gibbons, Ltd,, Wifi have pleasure in supplying any of the 
stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.
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PERFORATIONS
THEIR M ETH O D  AND U SE

By Rev. T. C. W ALTON, M.A.
T T 1E aim of this magazine is to help 
A young collectors by publishing series 

of articles on all matters that may be of 
use to them. At the outset, however, 
our Editor made it plain that all subjects 
which were mainly adapted to the needs 
of advanced collectors should be rigor
ously excluded, as being outside the pale 
in the average beginner’s case. For this 
reason, all postage stamps are dealt 
with under the headings of “  Perfor
ated ” and “  Imperforated,”  and varieties 
of perforations are ignored. Now, al
though it is a matter of experience that 
most beginners do not care to go into 
such questions as varieties in perforation 
and shade of colour, yet I think it not 
only possible but probable that many 
beginners would be glad to know some
thing about this unknown land. Be
ginners do not intend to remain begin
ners any more than the common or 
garden caterpillar intends to remain in 
a chrysalis state. The wings will come 
some day, and with them will come the 
desire to fly to higher regions, and then 
a little knowledge of perforations may 
prove extremely useful. Therefore, with 
the Editor’s kind permission, I purpose 
to give some account of the origin of the 
method of perforating stamps, and pro
ceed to describe in very simple language 
the various kinds of perforation that are 
met with in the world of stamps.

Let us begin with a little history. All 
postage stamps, previous to the year 
1854, were unperforated, i.e. there were 
no little holes or slits between the stamps 
to allow of their being easily separated 
from each other. Those who bought 
sheets of stamps had to cut them apart 
by means of a knife or a pair of scissors; 
while a stock of single stamps, cut 
ready for use, was kept at the post 
offices for people who bought one or a 
few stamps at a time. Obviously, this 
method of separating stamps was found 
very inconvenient ; and, as necessity has 
always been “ the mother of invention,” 
it occurred to an Irishman, Mr. Henry 
Archer by name, that a machine might

be made to do mechanically that which 
hitherto had to be done by hand. The 
interesting account of his experiments 
in rouletting, i.e. cutting small slits 
between the stamps bv means of a kind 
of cog-wheel furnished with small cutters, 
has already been told in the pages of 
this magazine by the late Mr. Gordon 
Smith. Suffice it for me to say that it 
was not until the year 1854—fourteen 
years after the issue of the id ., black— 
that the first sheet of stamps— id., red- 
brown, wmk. Small Crown—appeared 
with small holes cut in the borders of 
the designs, so that the sheets might 
remain entire for convenience of storage 
and issue, and yet allow the stamps to be 
easily separated when required for use.

The many methods employed in thus 
piercing or cutting the borders of the 
designs, so as to allow of their being 
easily separated, fall under two general 
headings:—

1. Those which remove no portion of 
the paper.

2. Those which cut out small disks of 
paper.

1. The system in which no part of the 
paper is removed has been termed “  rou
letting”  (French roulette = a wheel), even 
when the cutting has not been done by a 
wheel.

Under this heading come stamps that 
are pin-perforated and cut in various 
geometrical lines.

Pin-perforations are small holes pricked 
by sharp points close together and pro
jecting from a wheel. A very good idea 
of this method may be obtained by pass
ing a sheet of paper under the unthreaded 
needle of a sewing-machine at work. 
Several of the methods, which remove no 
part of the paper, but only cut slits or 
geometrical lines, have no English term 
by which they can adequately be described. 
Accordingly, the words used by French 
collectors have been adopted ; and the 
reader may find a short explanation use
ful from an instructive if not a practical 
point of view.
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Perces en Arc
All the 1864 and 1865 issues of Bruns

wick are of this kind. The term implies 
that the cuts, by means of which the 
stamps are separated, take the form of a 
series of small curves. In the border 
common to two stamps the edge of one 
will have a number of small convex arcs 
near together, while the corresponding 
edge of the other stamp will show concave 
arcs, giving that stamp an appearance of 
a machine perforation.

Perces en Scie
A saw-like appearance in the edge of a 

stamp, caused by a series of zigzag cuts, 
is known as “ perces en scie.”  Of such 
are the 1861 issue of Bremen.

Serpentine and Half-square Roulettes
In the i860 issue of Finland we find 

that the edge of the stamp assumes the 
shape of a short and deep wave, in which 
convex and concave curves alternate. 
This is known as “ serpentine roulette.”

A roulette in half-squares occurs in the 
1863 issue of Denmark. It has the ap
pearance of a number of rectangular teeth 
projecting from the edge of the stamp.

These form the principal varieties of 
rouletting. The ordinary roulette is 
merely a series of straight cuts. When 
the teeth used for making these cuts are 
inked by the printer’s roller, the cuts 
appear coloured, and the stamps are de
scribed as “  rouletted in colour.” Of 
such are the Thurn and Taxis issue of 
1867 and the 1865 issue of Luxemburg.

2. In the second class comes the system 
of perforations now in general use through
out the world, viz. that of cutting out 
rows of small disks of paper in the border 
surrounding the stamp. The many vari
eties of this kind of perforation are dis
tinguished by the number of holes which 
are cut in a length of two centimetres. 
In the first perforated English stamps 
of 1854 there were sixteen holes in this 
space. Hence the stamps are said to 
be “ perforated 16 .” A “  14 perforation” 
was adopted later in that year, and these 
two methods of perforation were used in 
alternate issues untii 1858, when “ 1 4 ” 
became the standard perforation for 
future issues, with the exception of the 
5s., ios., and £ 1  stamps of the 1867- 
83 issue.

The largest perforation known is that 
of the 1853-60 issue of France. This 
perforation has been styled “  La Susse." 
It was an unofficial perforation adopted 
by the firm of Susse Freres, for their 
own and their customers’ use, and is 
catalogued as “  perf. 7 .”

The smallest perforation on record is 
also an unofficial production. It is a per- 
foration of about 19, and is found in 
the issues of Tasmania 1864-70.

Stamps are sometimes perforated with 
more holes along the top than along the 
sides, and vice versa. Take, by way of 
example, an issue of stamps catalogued 
as “  perf. 14 x 12.L”  This means that the 
perforation along the top and bottom 
of the stamp is 14, whereas the side per
foration is 12 J. This is known as com
pound perforation.

With the various machines used in the 
perforation of stamps we have no con
cern here. The task which I set before 
me was to give the reader as correct an 
impression as I could of the results arrived 
at by the different methods employed in 
perforating stamps. This object being 
attained, the reader will be able to appre
ciate what I have to say on the means 
adopted by the stamp collector whereby 
he may arrive at the most accurate 
measurement of perforations. Before 
proceeding to this part of the subject, 
let me assure the beginner that such 
measurement may well be left until he 
has mastered the initial difficulties. Later 
on he will see the need of measuring 
perforations. In the meamvhile, he will 
do well to note that stamps, even though 
identical in design and watermark, often 
differ in perforation, and their difference 
in marketable value depends on this 
difference in perforation. If he has 
several apparently identical stamps which 
are catalogued with different perfora
tions, let him put them on one side until 
he is in a position to measure their 
perforations. Many stamps have been 
looked upon as duplicates and swapped 
away, and great has been the owner's 
chagrin when he found that the so-called 
duplicates contained examples of rare 
perforations which were worth much 
more than the specimens he retained.

Importance of measuring Perforations
A glance through the catalogue prices 

of the various issues of New Zealand
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stamps will convince the collector of the 
importance of measuring perforations. 
Take the case of the id ., lilac, of 1874, 
wmk. N Z and Small Star. It was first 
issued with a perforation 12 J. For a 
short time it also appeared with a com
pound perforation 1 0 X1 2 J .  The latter 
of these is scarce. The first of the series 
can be bought for 6d. used, but the id. 
with the compound perforation is valued 
at about ten times as much. E x  uvo, tltsce 
(mines. In the case of stamps which 
appear with the same design and paper 
and watermark, but with different perfora
tions, always measure the perforations.

How to measure Perforations
The general method adopted to measure 

perforations is to use what is known as 
a “ perforation gauge.” This consists of 
a piece of stiff cardboard on which are 
printed black disks at varying distances 
apart in spaces of two cen
timetres. This gauge can 
be bought from any stamp 
dealer for a few pence. Here 
is a facsimile of one.

To get the most accurate 
measurement by this means, 
place the stamp on the par
ticular gauge chosen as the 
probable perforation, so that 
the projecting teeth of the 
stamp fit over the black dots 
or point to the centre of 
the dots.

Another method of mea
surement is to take a knife- 
edged ivory rule on which 
a space of two centimetres 
is marked off. [N. B .—Such 
a space is marked off on a 
stamp gauge.] Place the 
line at one end of the two- 
centimetre space in the mid
dle of one of the projecting 
teeth, and count the number of holes 
which occupy the marked-out space. The 
meaning of ‘ ‘ perf. bare 1 2 ”  or “ bare 1 3 ”  
will then be seen at once.

Fakes in Perforations
Fakes which depend on the alteration of 

the perforations, in order to change a 
common stamp into a rarity, require a 
great deal of ingenuity for their produc
tion. A comparison between such a 
faked stamp and the genuine specimen

would generally reveal the fraud. But, 
unfortunately for the average collector, the 
faker’s art, in this respect, is limited to 
the production of perforations which are 
scarce and therefore difficult to procure 
for the purpose of comparison. In such 
cases, when a genuine specimen is not 
within reach of the collector, he is too apt 
to rely on his gauge, which is useless in 
the case of forged perforations carefully 
done. The comparison between the forged 
and the genuine is the only safe test.

Early in the year 1903 a Brisbane corre
spondent wrote to Gibbons Monthly with 
reference to stamps fraudulently perfor
ated 9i x 12. He related how the 9] per
forating machine had been sent to New 
Guinea for commercial purposes; and 
some one unknown had seized the oppor
tunity to put through old sheets of 
Queensland, 1882, perf. 12. A catalogue 
reference will reveal the possible gain 

accruing to such an in
dividual by transforming a 
sheet of the id ., pink, perf. 
12, into the id ., pink, perf. 
9 x 12 (i.e. provided he found 
a market for his wares, 
which he seems to have 
done in some cases).

The reader, then, will not 
be surprised to hear that the 
forging of scarce perfora
tions has occupied a large 
portion of the faker’s time. 
Extensive operations of this 
kind, carried on during a 
period of four years, were 
detected in Sydney in July,
1903. Careful inquiries led 
to the exposure of the per
son responsible for their sale 
and his hurried departure 
from Sydney to America. A 
long list of his “  fakes ” is 
given on page 155, volume 

X III , of Gibbons Monthly. The stamps of 
New South Wales played a prominent 
part. Stamps of Queensland, South 
Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, and 
Fiji were also transformed into rare 
varieties. It is scarcely necessary to point 
the moral. In case of rare varieties of 
perforations, buy only from responsible 
dealers, who, if they find that they have 
fallen victims to a most ingenious fraud, 
which is rarely probable, will promptly 
refund all moneys paid for the said frauds.



262 G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

A PICTORIAL 
PHILATELIC POEM
By W . E. IMESON

^ ^ / H E N  first I took up stamps,
For “ pictures” bright and gay 

A turn my fancy took
(O happy childhood’s day !). 

Though fancy fickle proved,
And false to my first love,

I ’ve still a soft spot for
The “ treasures”  shown above.

Then came the second stage, 
Plate-number rare and die 

I learned to spot at sight
(Indeed ’twas all my eye!). 

In reconstructing “ panes”
I took both pains and pride, 

My line in line-engraved
Is shown on either side.

Now, as a mogul great,
I ’ve reached stage number three: 

The so-called rarest stamps
Are merely “ scarce” —to me.

Of many a “ g e m” my “ blanks” 
Contain full many a row ;

I've one full page, at least,
Of each stamp shown below !

Hawaiian

18 x x  Cents.
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W RIN KLE

Watermark Developments

We are evidently in for many changes in 
the watermark direction. Brazil has 
started a watermark which consists of 
the repetition of the words e s t a d o s  
L'NlDOS b r a z i l  all over the sheet, so that 
a letter or some portion of a letter falls 
on each stamp.

Then we are told that Germany will 
soon start printing its stamps upon water
marked paper. 1 would suggest to the 
Great Shah that a mailed fist in outline 
would be quite the thing.

And last, but not least, are the impend
ing' changes that may be expected in the 
Australian stamps. The new Crown and A 
paper has been used for the Victorian 
id., and now the Australian Philatelist 
tells us that the stamps of the various 
States will be printed upon the new paper 
as supplies are required. It will therefore 
be wise to keep a very sharp eye upon 
new Australians, for until the coming 
Australian Commonwealth series is settled 
and issued all the interim issues must be 
more or less ephemeral.

Tasmanians
According to the Melbourne Argus, 
when the current supplies of the picture 
stamps are exhausted no more will be 
struck off, and we are further informed

that a promise was made to the Federal 
Government that the King’s Head should 
be printed on all Australian stamps.

This is a bit foggy, for all other in
formation goes to show that the postal 
authorities of the Commonwealth are 
quite undecided what they will do, and as 
the Postmasters-General are in to-day and 
out to-morrow in Jack-in-the-box style, it 
would be very rash to say what may 
happen.

There seems, however, a pretty general 
objection to a portrait of the King, and 
seeing what Australian postal artists 
have made of their so-called portraits of 
Queen Victoria, His Majesty may be 
congratulated upon his chances of escap
ing caricature. He cannot be very anxious 
to be depicted with an out-all-night-in-the- 
bush appearance.

Straits Settlements
T h e  stamps of this colony are all of a 
jumble. Some low values are of the large 
Head of K ing design and others with the 
small head, and there seems to be no move 
in the direction of completing the series 
in the larger head type. I suspect the 
colonial authorities have found the plan 
they inaugurated of having a separate 
framework for each stamp a little too 
costly, and have had to stay their hand 
with their projected variety of designs.

APPROVAL S H E E T S  AND COLLECTIONS.
New Sheets of Stamps for beginners and medium collectors. We have just been arranging our Approval 

Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps are mounted on 
Sheets, containing an average of too Stamps per Sheet They are all arranged in the order of our New Cata
logue. First, Great Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries. These Sheets contain about 5000 
different Stamps, and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent on demand. The Sheets arranged to date 
are over forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries.

A SPLENDID STAR T. THE FIN EST PACKET.
Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet contains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered by S. G-, Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, embracing as it does scores of scarce 
varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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NEW  ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to hie readers If  they will help him with the earliest possible Information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
aeeompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDV/ARD J. NANKiVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Barbados.—It is said this colony proposes to have 
another try at a commemorative issue of postage 
stamps. This time the Nelson Centenary is to be 
made the excuse for yet another set of stamps.

Danish West Indies. —.Some months since a series 
of new design was announced for this Danish colony, 
but the actual stamps have only just come to hand. 
They are of peculiar design, as will be seen from our 
illustration, with portrait a  la  s i lh o u e t te . The currency 
is altered to “ bits.” Four bits are said to equal 5 
cents of the superseded currency, a bit being a little 
less than our halfpenny.

The stamps are watermarked with a Crown, and 
perforated.

P e r fo r a t e d .

5 bits, green.
10 ,, vermilion.
20 ,, green; head blue.
35 ,, blue.
40 ,, vermilion; head grey.
50 ,, yellow ; head grey.

Gambia.—The Ad. value has been received on 
multiple CA paper, making the list of multiples to 
date as follows :—

M u lt ip le  C  A .  P e r / .

£d.» green, 
id ., carmine, 
ajd., ultramarine.
3d., magenta and ultramarine.
5<L, grey and black.
7$d., green and carmine, 

lod., olive-brown and carmine, 
is., violet and green, 
as., dark slate and orange.

North Borneo.—At the end of 1904 the North 
Borneo Company had what was termed a clearance 
sale of old stock, with sensational reductions, obsolete 
stamps of many values up to one dollar being cut down 
to *' 4 cents’* by a surcharge.

Now there is apparently to be a clearance sale of 
the higher values. We have received the 2 dots., 
5 dols., and 10 dols. of the 1886-9 series marked down 
to “ 4 cents,” with a surcharge in black.

P e r fo r a t e d .
'* 4 cents "  on a dols., sage-green. 
“ 4 cents’* on 5 ,, mauve.
**4 cents** on 10 „  brown.
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Philippines.—The M e t r o p o l i t a n  P h i l a t e l i s t , U.S., 
says: “ Die proofs of all the denominations of the 
new series of stamps for the Philippines have been 
sent within the past few days to the Bureau of Insular 
Affairs of the War Department and by that Bureau 
forwarded to the postal authorities at Manila. When 
the die proofs have been approved by Mr. Cotterman, 
or such changes as he may suggest have been made, 
then the plates will be made by the Bureau of En
graving and Printing and the plates shipped to 
Manila, where they will be used in the manufacture of 
the stamps. None of the Philippine stamps will be 
printed in the United States.

“ Of course it is impossible to conjecture how Mr. 
Cotterman will be pleased with the die proofs, but in 
view of the fact that the drawings from which the dies 
were engraved were first approved by the Bureau of 
Insular Affairs, it is reasonable to assume that the 
changes suggested by Mr. Cotterman will be small, if, 
indeed, he shall make any changes. The stamps are 
destined to make a very satisfactory showing, and 
some of them will be of special merit.”

From the same paper we quote the following in
formation concerning the overprinted stamps :—

“ The latter part of last week the Bureau of En
graving and Printing completed and shipped the 
following order of current United Slates stamps sur-
charged ‘ Philippines.’

“  10,000 3 cent.
10,000 4 cent.
10,000 . 6 cent.

500 $2.00
200 $5.00

“ This, it is believed, completes the surcharging of 
the current series for the Philippines. It is not fancied 
that the 500 $2 and the 200 $5 stamps will last long.”

San Marino.—P r a i ' i s i o n a L —This little Italian toy 
republic, following the example of Italy, has sur
charged its 20 c. stamp with the figures “ 15.” The 
surcharge is printed over the original value in the 
right lower corner, and in the upper part of the stamp 
is the date “  1905,” all in black.

Sierra Leone.—We have now received the full 
series up to and including 5s. of King’s Heads on 
the multiple CA paper.

2 6  5

SIERRALEONE 1 SIERRA LEONE

liajg bii
l i  " in k ,

>d.,
id.
rid.
9 0 .
2-':d.
3d.
4,i.
5d.
od.

, black.
brown-orange, 
ultramarine.

,, grey.
,, rosine.
,, black.
„  purple,

green and black.
„  ultramarine.
,, carmine.

United States.—According to the M e t r o p o l i t a n  
P h i l a t e l i s t , U.S., some changes of colour are being 
made in the current stamps, it says: “ The Post Office 
Department recently ordered a change to be made in 
the colour of the 10 cent stamps of the current issue. 
So much complaint came from postmasters and from 
patrons that the colours of the 10 and 4 cents values 
were so similar as to be easily confused, that the 
Department decided to change the colour of the to 
cent. Sheets of the new shade have arrived at the 
local post office, and it is very noticeable that the colour 
is much more of a reddish tinge than formerly. While 
the new 10 cents stamp is still distinctively brown, it is 
a red-brown as against a brown for the 4 cent. It is 
suggested that another dash of colour, perhaps of 
yellow, may be incorporated into the ink used on the 
10 cent, making the difference still more marked.”

Western Australia.—We have received the 5d. 
value watermarked V and Crown, but instead of 
having p o s t a g e  added to the label of value, like 
others of the current series, the old type of 1885-93 
has been reissued on the new watermarked paper.

a ,** f u w w *

W in k . /* a n d  C r o w n . P e r / .  
5<J., olive-yellow.

T H E  S T R A N D  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M -
Well arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. Seventh edition. 100 Postage Stamps, all genuine and 

different, and of a catalogue value of over 8s., are presented with each Strand Album. The book, which is 
printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a new and specially designed cover. The size is a new 
and convenient one, viz. 9  ̂inches by 7$ inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album 
is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed 
books. 300 pages, port-free, 2s. u d .; abroad, 3s. 4d.

T H E  B E S T  S T A M P  H I N G E S .
We have just prepared a new stamp hinge, of convenient size, put up in a i r - t i g h t  t i n  b o x e s , each containing 

1000 hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. Post-free, 7d. per box.
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T H E STAM P KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
T ranslated fro m  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

CHAPTER XXII (c o n t i n u e d )

W h e r e in  i t  is  shown h o w  W i l l i a m  a n d  H e t t y , h a v i n g  
r e a c h e d  th eir o b je ct , d e s p a i r  o f  c i v r  a t t a i n i n g  i t

W E can easily believe that Hetty also had had an 
idea of rushing off to the Prince’s palace ; but 
as she never doubted her rival would go him

self, it was even more important to prevent his doing 
so by constant watchfulness, and to wait patiently for 
a time when she should be free to pay her own visit 
without fear of interruption.

“ What a delightful evening!” she exclaimed. “ Do 
you care for a walk ? ”

“ If you like,” said William, trying to make the 
best of it.

So they started on foot towards the town again and 
walked for a long time, talking all the while of in
significant matters. Hut when the hour was past at 
which they could decently call upon the Prince they 
confessed to feeling very tired, and, returning to the 
hotel, retired to their rooms, not without mysteriously 
impressing, the one on John and the other on Victoria, 
the fact that each wished to be called at six o'clock the 
next morning. This was done.

William, while dressing, had opened his window, 
which commanded a view of the bay, and breathed 
the morning air, rejoicing already in the prospect ot 
a speedy triumph.

“ Perhaps it is a little early to pay a visit to the 
Prince,” he reflected. “ But, though these Neapoli
tans are indolent, they don't stand on ceremony, and 
he will receive me in his bedroom. And besides, I 
have no choice.”

One thing troubled him a little, however. John, 
now quite sober, confessed that he had indeed re
vealed to Victoria the fact that the Maharajah’s stamp 
was to be found with Prince Albrandi.

The young American finished dressing all the quicker 
on receipt of this news, took his hat and gloves, and 
left his room just as the clock struck seven. Rut 
scarcely had he taken a dozen steps along the corridor 
before an exclamation of disappointment escaped him— 

“ What, you again ! ”
“ Gracious goodness! Yes.”
It was Betty, Betty herself, who, called at the afore

said hour by Victoria, had also risen in haste, and 
was now feeling thoroughly discomfited at the fact 
that her rival had had the same idea as herself. For 
a moment they remained looking at each other with
out knowing what to say or how to account for their 
early morning energy. Then, overcome by the ab
surdity of the mystery with which they were sur
rounding the object of their attempted visits, a secret 
which was no longer a secret, Betty burst out laughing 
and said—

“ Since we cannot manage this business alone, shall 
we go together to Prince Albrandi?”

William was at first little pleased at obtaining this 
clear proof of the truth of John’s confession. But 
if he was inclined to be pessimistic, it seldom lasted 
long, on account of his energy and excellent dis
position.

“ Upon my word,” he said, almost cheerfully, “ I 
really think it would be about the best thing we could 
do.”

“ Really? Wouldn't it annoy you?"
“  No more than any other unavoidable event.”

“ Well, in that case, it’s very good of us to have 
got up at such an unseasonable hour. Shall we wait 
till twelve o’clock ? "

“ That is the time for the siesta.”
“ Ten o'clock, then?”
“ Very good.”
“ Good-bye for the present.”
“ Good-bye.” And each returned to their respective 

rooms to try and snatch a few moments more sleep, 
well enough pleased, if the truth were known, at 
being able to speak and act openly in the matter. 
At about a quarter to ten John handed his master a 
closed envelope, seemingly stuffed with papers.

“ Victoria has just given me this for you, sir,” 
said he.

William immediately opened the envelope and drew 
out a card and twenty delightful thousand-franc notes. 
They came from Betty, who had no longer any interest 
in keeping her rival without money.

The card was thus inscribed—
“ Betty Scott, delighted at losing a creditor and 

preserving a friend, begs Mr. William Keniss to 
accept the enclosed and to remember that, according 
to the terms of his agreement, he must from this 
moment again become gallant.”

“  What an extraordinary girl! ” murmured the 
young man. “  What a generous nature ! What fear
lessness! And how well she knows how to add a 
charming grace to all her actions! ”

And he slipped the notes into his pocket, and then 
the card itself, which he could not resist first carrying 
to his lips.

We can imagine his earnest thanks and tender 
gratitude when, a quarter of an hour later, he met 
his lovely rival in the drawing-room. He also gave 
her a detailed account of his visit to the Maharajah, 
having no longer any interest in keeping it from her. 
Betty laughed heartily, gave him her little hand to 
kiss without affectation, and then said—

“ My dear competitor, I think it is quite time we 
started on our quest. But whose fine equipage can 
this be ? ” she added, glancing through the window.

William looked, and, being equally struck by it 
himself, said—

“ We shall get a nearer view as we go out.”
They had just reached the hall as a tall, very bronzed 

gentleman, with black moustache, long, hooked nose, 
and big hands covered with yellow gloves, came in 
and furiously accosted the manager, who was standing 
near.

“ Sir,” he cried, “ I have just heard that there was 
a scandalous demonstration in front of this hotel 
yesterday, in which, it appears, my name was largely 
implicated.”

The manager, who, no doubt, was well acquainted 
with the new arrival, bowed profusely, and in his 
embarrassment could only murmur, “  But your High
ness----- But your Highness-----”

“ Keep to the point,” said the big man, gesticulating 
freely. “ I have been assured that some puppy who 
is staying here provoked this saturnalia; and I tell 
you the matter shall not rest there.”

“  But your Highness---- ” stammered the manager,
bowing still and in greater distress than ever.

“  W ell! What have you to say for yourself? ” 
“ Why—why—it was not my fault."
The manager evidently wished himself a thousand 

miles away from his ferocious questioner. He had
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launched out into politenesses. He prayed to be for
given for having shown himself at first in so unfavour
able a light, and manifested a tardy desire to make 
himself agreeable to his two fellow-philatelists. j

“ One thing causes me great concern,” he said. 
“ It is that this stamp of mine, which is the object of 
your keen desire, is not for sale.” 1 'rf

“  Not even if you fix the price to suit yourself?” 
asked William insidiously.

lost all his self-possession, and could not think of a 
single excuse. William and Betty had heard every 
word, and soon guessed in whose presence they were. 
The young American felt that it was incumbent on 
him to speak, as the responsibility rested in a great 
measure on his shoulders, and he also saw that, how
ever unpleasant it might be to enter into the matter, 
it was a providential opportunity of gaining his 
purpose.

“ Is it not Prince Albrandi to 
whom I have the honour of speak
ing?” he said, advancing, hat in 
hand.

“ To Prince Albrandi himself,” 
replied that individual, eyeing 
William haughtily from head to 
foot, without taking off his hat.

“ In that case,” continued the 
young man, seeming not to notice 
the Prince’s arrogance, “ it is for 
me to make excuses concerning the 
unfortunate affair to which you have 
alluded. Moreover, I was just 
coming to call upon you.”

“ May I ask to whom I have the 
honour of speaking?” asked the 
Prince disdainfully.

“ To Mr. William Keniss of New 
York. If you will be good enough 
to come into the drawing-room,
1 shall have the honour of ex
plaining---- ”

“ Then it is of you I must de
mand the reason of this foolery?”

The Prince, without recalling to 
mind the fact that it was Mr. Keniss 
who had sent him the telegram from 
Paris, put the question with such 
offensive haughtiness that William 
could no longer pretend not to 
notice it, and he returned icily—

“ No, sir, of my valet, for whom 
I thought it my duty to offer myself 
as substitute, but with whom I will 
leave you to discuss the matter, 
since you seem to prefer it.”

Nothing confounds insolence like 
a coldly polite speech, which im
mediately gives the insolent one an 
uneasy feeling of inferiority. So 
great was the Prince’s surprise at 
anyone daring to take such a tone 
with him that he supposed William 
must be a personage of great im
portance,’ so he took off his hat and 
replied in a softened tone—

“ I am ready to listen to your 
explanation, sir.” And, followed by 
William and Betty too, he entered 
the drawing-room 

There the young American gave 
an account of the adventure in a few 
words, and the reasons which had 
caused all the echoes of the Villa to resound with 
Prince Albrandi’s name, and ended by again express
ing his regret at an inconvenience which must be 
attributed rather to stupidity than to any wish to 
annoy an honourable gentleman. When William saw 
that the Prince, being amused at his recital, had 
caimed down, and seemed inclined to forget the 
attitude he had first taken, he told him frankly the 
object of his journej, letting him know what an im
portant place he hiriself had therein, and, leading 
him up to Betty, who had remained apart, he said by 
way of conclusion—

“ This is my rival, Miss Betty Scott, also of New 
York, whom I am proud to call, in spite of our com
petition, the best and most faithful of my friends.” 

Then, densely conceited though he was, the Prince

T H E  P R IN C E  E Y E D  W IL LIA M  H A U G H T IL Y

The Prince hesitated before the magnificence of 
this disguised offer, but pride for the moment triumph
ing over cupidity, he returned—

“ No 5 do not press the matter. It is the finest thing 
in my collection, and I cannot part with it.”

“  Two hundred thousand francs?” insinuated Betty. 
“  No, no," said Albrandi brusquely, as if he feared 

to allow himself to be tempted. “  But, in any case, 
I hope you will do my collection the honour of 
examining it. Many connoisseurs hold it in high 
esteem, and I should greatly value your opinion.” 

“ With much pleasure,” said William and Betty 
with one voice, delighted at the opportunity thus 
offered them.

“ But wait,” said the Prince. “ It happens that 
to-morrow evening I am giving a fete at my Pausilippe
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Palace, and I shall be flattered and delighted if you 
will do me the honour of attending. Forgive the 
impromptu invitation, seeing it is given with so much 
goodwill.”

Such kind attention could only meet with accept
ance, so the two young people promised all he wished, 
and after he had taken leave of them declared him to 
be the most charming man in the world. But the 
thought that they had undertaken a fruitless journey, 
and that the stamp was found at last, only to escape 
them, filled them with profound melancholy.

“ We shall at least have the satisfaction of looking 
at it," said Hetty philosophically.

“ A very small satisfaction," returned William.
They received another visit that same day from the 

head of the police, who also came to learn all he could 
concerning the scandal of the previous evening. This 
amiable man, totally different from the police in the 
north, did not trouble to put on a dark and sinister 
air. He was highly amused at the recital which 
William went through again for his benefit, and 
seemed delighted that the two Americans were in
vited to Prince Albrandi’s on the morrow.

“ We shall meet again there, and I congratulate 
myself," he said, adding, as he rose to leave—

“ By the way, I am on the track of your thief. In 
addition to the pleasure of seeing you to-morrow- 
evening, I shall have that of telling you of his arrest’'

( T o  be c o n tin u ed .)

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Our Italian Letter

R o m e , 22 S e p te m b e r , 1905
The New Provisional 15 c.
T he lowering of the postage on inland letters in Italy 
is an accomplished fact. On 1 September appeared 
the new stamp with surcharge “ C. 15” on the 2 0  cent, 
of 1901, as chronicled already by (V. S . IP., and also 
a letter card with the same surcharge. But this card 
is of a special printing, as the figures 44 20” in the 
heading have been replaced by 4415.” Jt has not 
been mentioned hitherto that the provisional stamps 
and letter cards have been ready since 1903, when the 
project of the postal reform was laid before the Cham
ber of Deputies for the first time. A supply of
22,140,000 stamps was prepared at that time, and last 
June there was another printing of 20,000,000, which 
gave a total of 42,140,000 stamps, a very respectable 
figure. As to the letter cards: 58,000 were printed in 
1903, and 100,000 in 1905. Thus neither the stamp nor 
thej letter card is likely to become rare; there will 
be enough for everybody.
The Proposed New Pictorial Issue 

The daily political newspapers have announced as 
44 near at hand " the issue of a set o f44 artistic " stamps 
of Italy, these stamps being after the designs made by 
our painter Michetti. There has been some talk 
thereof for some time,* but the truth of the matter is 
that nothing has been decided upon so far as to their 
issue. As a rule people are not satisfied with the 
present types, and there is a wish to do better, and 
this \\s doubtless very praiseworthy. But, in my 
opinion, it is wrong to wish to compare our surface- 
printed stamps with those, for example, of the Congo 
Free State, of the United States, of Crete, etc. In 
most cases one does not take into account the fact that 
in surface-printing, no matter however carefully it be 
done, it is impossible to obtain the sharpness and 
brilliancy of impression obtained in engraving the 
stamps from steel plates. Now, our “ OfficinaGovern- 
ativa delle Carte-Valori,” that is, the Government 

• See C . S .  W ,% Vol. I, No. 9, page 145.

Postal Printing Office, was founded in 1865 on the 
model of the firm of De l.a Rue and Co., of London, 
which supplied the material, and that only for the pro
duction of postage stamps. State fiscal paper values, 
etc., made by typographical processes. The regula
tions of the Italian Postal Law now in operation com
pel the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs to have the 
stamps, cards, etc., made by the Government Printing 
Works. In the present Ministry of Posts there is a 
desire to get rid of this obligation ; there has been a 
question of entrusting to a private firm the making of 
the stamp of 15 c. decided upon. 1 do not think I am 
wrong in saying that a start has been made in this 
respect. This has stirred the staff of the Government 
Printing Works, and a protest was made, as it was 
feared that the work would grow less. Moreover, the 
terms of the law' to which I have alluded have not 
been changed, and it is believed that an alteration is 
necessary in order to be able to give a private firm the 
order to supply the stamps. I really do not know
how the matter will turn out. Still, we shall have 
something new before long. Let us hope that it will 
be a step in the right direction.

A San Marino Provisional 
The lowering of the postage on letters has extended 

itself to the republic of San Marino, which, postally, 
is a sort of dependency of Italy, and has furnished it 
with a suitable opportunity for providing us with new 
surcharged stamps. A 44little bird" has told me that 
that good man Herr Otto Bickel, who was the father 
of the surcharged stamps of 1892, has betaken himself 
to San Marino (a walk to Mont Titan is very agree
able in summer), and has instigated the issue of a sur
charged stamp, of w*hich, it is needless to say, the 
stock has been bought up, and thus this provisional is 
on the rise already. It is really shameful to see a 
republic, which was proud enough to refuse an offer 
made by a society which wished to found there a 
great gambling-house on the lines of Monte Carlo, 
give way to a petty speculation in postage stamps. 
But perhaps I am in the wrong, and somebody may 
think it is all very right.



G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y

More “ Charity” Stamps
On the occasion of the disasters which have ravaged 

Calabria it was suggested special “  Charity" stamps 
on the lines of the example set lately by Russia should 
be issued. The idea was announced in a letter signed 
“ A Philatelist-Philanthropist/’ and published in the 
G iro n a le  d ' I t a l i a .  Let us hope that such an issue will 
be spared to us, for I find that one can be charitable 
without minting money on the backs of stamp 
collectors.
Death of Two Italian Stamp Dealers

It is my sad duty to have to announce the death of 
two Italian stamp dealers. One of them was doubtless 
unknown in England; the other, on the other hand, 
had numerous acquaintances among the English 
dealers, and he had been to London several times. 
Mr. Luigi Dal Cesso, who died in Venice last July, 
was one of those dealers who scarcely advertise them
selves at all, and who limit their work almost entirely 
to seeking old stamps on letters from old business 
firms, etc. Starting as a collector while he was still at 
school in Turin in the sixties, he had had numerous 
opportunities of getting together some excellent 
things. Going to Venice later, he untiringly con
tinued his work of exploring the “ undiscovered 
country/* and thus he had often saved a heap of old 
stamps from being destroyed. It seems to me that 
Philately owes a great deal to these modest workers, 
who have dug up, so to say, so many hidden treasures. 
The original letter, addressed to a business house in 
Venice, and franked by two stamps of 4 annas, India, 
1854, with inverted portrait, and which is to be seen 
now in the British Museum, came from a lot which my 
regretted friend had the good fortune to find. Mr. 
Dal Cesso had neglected stamps of recent years, and 
he did not leave a very important stock. I hear that 
it has been sold for 14,000 lire, or about ^560. And 
thus another of the “ fathers” of Italian Philately 
disappears, and another honest man has said “ Good
bye" to us for ever.

PH ILATELIC
London Philatelic Society

P r e s id e n t :  H .ft .N . T h e P r in c e  o f  W a les .
H on. S e c . :  J .  A . T ille a rd , 10 ,  G r a c e c h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  E .C .
M e e tin g s  :  4 ,  S o u th a m p t o n  S o w ,  IV. A lt e r n a t e  F r i d a y s  a t  7 . 4 $ .  
A n n u a l S u b s c r ip t io n ;  Tow n, £ 2  2 s . ;  C o u n t r y , £ 1  I s .

Annual Dinner
The Annual Dinner of the Philatelic Society of 
London was held on Wednesday, 11 October, F905, 
at the Imperial Restaurant, Regent Street, London.

Mr. M. P. Castle, J .P ., of Brighton, presided, and 
was supported by a large number of members and 
visitors of the Society, amongst whom we noticed 
Baron Pcrcyde Worms, Colonel Bonhole, Mr. Stewart- 
Wilson, Captain Napier, Mr. H. R. Oldfield, Mr. 
Ehrenbach, Mr. Fulcher, Mr. Hausburg, Mr. Yardley, 
Mr. Wickham Jones, Mr. Biggs, Mr. C. J . Phillips, 
Mr. Schwabachcr, Mr. W. Hall, Mr. Rcichenheim, 
Mr. Daun, Mr. Slade, Mr. Nankivel), Mr. Hamilton- 
Smith, Mr. Oliver, Mr. Bagshawc, Mr. W. T. Wilson, 
Mr. Frentzel, Mr. Rudolph Meyer.

The Chairman proposed the royal toasts, with 
special reference to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales as 
the President of the Society.

Colonel Bonhole proposed the toast of “  The Vice- 
President and the Officers of the Society.” He said 
he was but a very junior member of the Society and 
could not claim to be much of a speaker. But they 
would all join with him in regretting the enforced 
absence of their Vice-President, the Earl of Crawford. 
Many of them had enjoyed the privilege of inspecting

The other loss which I have to mention took place 
on 16 September. I refer to the death of Cavaliere 
Vittoria E. Capanna, of Leghorn, who for many years 
had acted as Consul of the Netherlands in his native 
town. His father, Pietro, had been one of the earliest 
collectors, and I recall having come across his name in 
one of the oldest English stamp papers. Vittoria 
Capanna had inherited from his father, besides the 
outward signs of a “ real gentleman,” the qualities 
both of a refined and animated talker and of a merry 
and kindly comrade, and also the love of stamp 
collecting. He made a collection in his youth, and 
sold it for a pretty good price in those days. Several 
years afterwards he began another collection, and in 
only a few months he had carried it forward very 
quickly. In order to gain his end he had entered into 
business relations with numerous dealers, and this led 
him little by little to become himself a dealer. The 
high price of the stamps of the old Italian States 
towards 1895 was due to him in great part, for he 
wanted to buy largely of these stamps, and was not to 
be discouraged by the high prices which were asked 
for them. This was how he came to get together a 
large and choice stock. Unfortunately his dealings in 
stamps did not give him the profit which he expected 
to derive from them, and his business—he was a com
mercial broker and agent for shipping firms—also went 
through a great crisis, which he hoped, nevertheless, 
to be able to overcome, and which he doubtless would 
have succeeded in putting straight, thanks to his really 
remarkable activity, if a painful malady had not taken 
him off.

I can still recall my friend Capanna at Geneva in 
1896 during the Philatelic Exhibition there. He was 
the “ spoilt child” of the big-wigs of Philately who 
had met on the shores of Lake Leman. Our poor 
friend has left a widow and a boy to mourn his early 
death, and I venture to express to them my keen and 
sincere sorrow.

E m il io  D i e x a .
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some of his philatelic treasures, and others would 
have an opportunity on Friday evening. The Phila
telic Society of London filled a very important place 
in the philatelic life of the country, its line publi
cations contributed very largely to maintain the 
standard of Philately throughout the world.

Mr. Oldfield, responding for the officers, twitted the 
critics of the Society who said it lived on its past. 
Some day he believed it would dawn upon those 
critics that the Society had promoted exhibitions that 
had not been beaten. Towards the end of 1906 they 
would probably discover that the Society had pro
moted an International Exhibition, that they had in 
someway done something for Philately. It had been 
announced that important information would be given 
them about the coming Exhibition. When that 
announcement was made they had not anticipated that 
the prospectus would have been already published. 
It was now in their hands, and they could judge for 
themselves of what the Society was doing to promote 
the interests of Philately.

Mr. Ehrenbach then proposed the toast of “ The 
Philatelic Press,” and hoped it would back up the 
forthcoming Exhibition. The Press of the philatelic 
hobby was much more dignified in this country than 
in other countries. It did not indulge in person
alities, and it published valuable philatelic matter. 
He coupled with the toast the name of Mr. Nankivcll.

Mr. Nankivell having responded,
Mr. Capper gave some extraordinary exhibitions in 

releasing himself from knot-tying, thought-reading.

SO CIETIES
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Mr. Wickham Jones, in proposing “ The Visitors,” 
said they had present several gentlemen who were both 
ornamental and useful, lie hoped they had not been 
bored by their talking shop. Possibly they regarded 
them as more or less harmless lunatic*. However, as 
they had been kind enough to come and help them 
to enjoy themselves, he appealed to his fellow-members 
to drink their healths.

Mr. Oliver responded.
Mr. Reichenheim proposed the health of the Chair

man, the company rising and singing, “  For he's a jolly 
good fellow.”

Mr. Castle, in response, acknowledged the very kind 
manner in which the toast of his health had been 
received. He had hoped the Karl of Crawford would 
have been able to take the chair. The Chairman, in 
concluding, related a philatelic dream which had 
nearly unfitted him for being present.

During the evening Mr. Kroude (not the shade of 
tire historian)gave several enjoyable musical sketches.

The Junior Philatelic Society
P r e s id e n t :  F r e d  J ,  M e lv ille .
S e c r e t a r y :  H . F . Jo h n s o n , 4 , P o r t la n d  P la c e  N o rth , C la p h a m  

H oa d, S.tV.
M e e t in g s :  E x e t e r  H a ll, S t r a n d ,  W .C.
A n n u a l S u b s c r ip t io n  :  1$ . 6 d.

The J. P. S. Diploma
E v e r y  member of th e  Junior Philatelic Society is 
entitled to compete for the diploma of the Society, 
which is ofTcred subject to the following conditions :—

1. Collections or other exhibits entered must be the 
absolute property of the member competing ; papers 
read in the contests must be the sole work of the 
member.

2. Members, when sending in their entries, must 
clearly state whether they are in Class A, i.e. for those 
over 2i years of age; or Class B, i.e. for those under 
21.

3. The successful collections in these entries will be 
exhibited at the meetings, and any others the Examin
ing Committee may deem worthy of display.

4. While every possible care will be taken of entries, 
the Examining Committee cannot accept responsibility 
for loss or damage of same.

5. In matters of dispute the decision of the Exam
ining Committee is final, and members entering are 
permitted to do so only on this understanding.

6. The diplomas will be awarded, not so much for 
large and valuable displays, as for the knowledge, 
accuracy, and skill displayed in the arrangement and 
selection of the stamps.

7. Collections must be sent to the H on . Sec. o f  th e 
E xa m in in g  C om m ittee, M r. R . Shepherd , 21, H u bert 
G rove, S tockw ell, S . Wr., not later than seven days 
before the meeting night on which they are to be 
displayed, or, if not bulky, they may be handed in 
to him at the preceding meeting. All collections to 
be returned by post must contain stamped addressed 
wrapper for their return, and it is recommended that 
the usual fee of 2d. be added for registration while in 
the post.

The dates of the Competitive nights are: 1905—
4 November, Great Britain. 1906—6 January, Phila
telic Literature and Short Papers; 7 April, for lady 
members; 21 April, United States. Full particulars 
will be sent to any one on application to the Hon. 
Secretary, H. F. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, 
Clapham Road, S.W.
The J. P. S. Badge

It has been brought to the notice of the Secretary 
that members of the Junior Philatelic Society are 
being, and have been, circularized by a private member 
with regard to a badge which is n ot the official badge 
authorized and issued by the Committee. The J. P. S. 
badge can only be obtained through the Hon. Secre
tary, no other official or member being authorized to 
supply it.

T h e  opening meeting for the season o f the Junior 
Philatelic Society was held at Exeter Hall, London, 
W.C., on Saturday, 7 October,, 1905, and was an 
earnest of the continuance o f the splendid attendances 
of last year. One hundred and twenty-three members 
were present during the evening, and four visitors. 
A small party assembled as early as half-past five for 
tea and exchange, and by shortly after six o'clock 
some threescore of exchangers had assembled in the 
hall, and the exchanging was brisk. By eight, when 
the formal meeting commenced, there was a full 
muster. After passing the minutes, it was announced 
that forty-eight members had been elected during the 
summer months, and then the meeting proceeded to 
the election of the following fifty-eight members, 
bringing the total lip to 526.

Mrs. Wcstcott, Ilford; W. Adlam, London; \\\ 
Mohr, London; Thomas H. Briggs, Brigg; Henry 
\V. Ailen, London ; C. F. Clarke, London ; IL K. E. 
Pankhurst, London; D. Field, London ; J. II. Hewitt, 
London; H. G. Ambrose, Northwood; C. Raymond 
Megson, London; Chas. J. Endle, Bournemouth; 
W. Allen Harmer, Tonbridge; Miss A. L. Reynolds, 
Sutton; Miss F. Mildred Mason, Chesterfield; Rev. 
James Henry Rice, Bairath ; C. II. Ilarben, London;
E. H. Thompson, London; Arthur Waring, London; 
W. IL Lord, London; IL V. McKenzie, Torquay; 
Sidney Vigers, London ; Arthur Gastrcll Dear, 
Croydon ; Donald Junor, Birmingham ; John L 
Hopper, Castle Kden ; John Read Burton, London; 
William Gilbert, South Woodford; Miss Linda 
Bicknell, Shinrone ; Oswald C. B. Brown, York; 
Miss Margaret D. Mason, Chesterfield; George 
Reginald Wood, Barnsley; F. J. Newitt, London; 
Thos. Fearnhead, Lytham ; O. GanUert, London; 
Edwin Waddington, Bradford; George Gearing 
Hiatt, Slough; W. Clifford, Hounslow; C. G. 
Early, Witney; Frank A. Denny, London; Henry 
Harvey, London ; E. G. Collins, London ; George A. 
Eden, London; Capt. F. Crookcr, Stoke; Mrs. 
Alice M. Statham, Hale; Percy Preston, Burnley; 
Walton R. Burrell, Bury St. Edmunds; Ian S. 
Clarke, Nairn ; A. G. Gardner, London ; G. S. 
Danisell, Reading; J. MulloWeir, Edinburgh; T. J. 
V. Usher, Southsea; Alfred Conquest, Hastings; 
Rev. H. A. Soames, Sevenoaks; E. E. Kingwall, 
London ; Ronald J. Fulton, London ; Victor Beau- 
jeux, London; G. Menzies, London; E. Stratford, 
London.

The President delivered an instructive address, full 
of sound advice to (he young collector, and at the 
conclusion Mr. James Feeney proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks to Mr. Melville for hisaddress, and incident
ally congratulated him on the excellent programme 
which he had been responsible for preparing for the 
season. It presented a really remarkable variety of 
philatelic entertainment, and was in every way worthy 
of the position of the Society as the largest in this 
country'. Mr. C. B. Purdom seconded, and the vote 
was carried with enthusiastic applause.

The Vice-President, Mr. Bertram Poole, next gave an 
interesting chat on the stamps of British Somaliland, 
the types of which he illustrated in many cases by means 
of sketches on a blackboard. The lecture was further 
illustrated by a choice display of the stamps. Mr. 
Poole was cordially thanked on the motion of the 
President, seconded by Mr. Halliday.

A most surprising item was that which had been 
concealed under the unassuming title of “ The Gentle 
Art of Stamp Collecting,” in which Mr. C. B. Purdom 
introduced an entirely new presentation of the 
mysteries of Philately and the commonplaces of 
stamp collecting. The keynote to the paper was 
perhaps contained in the sentence, “ The collector is 
the materialist and the philatelist the mystic; stamp 
collecting is a business and Philately a religion.”

The ideals of Mr. Purdom are perhaps far removed 
from the actualities of present-day stamp collecting 
and Philately. Yet the appreciation of his carefully
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considered utterances was enthusiastic. The meeting 
unanimously accorded Mr. Purdom a very hearty 
vote of thanks for bis thoughtful paper.

Announcements were made with regard to the 
permanent collection, of gifts acknowledged by 
Mr. R. Halliday, the Curator; to the library, by 
Mr. E. A. Smart, the Librarian; and the forgery 
collection, by Mr. H. Lee, the Secretary of the Expert 
Committee.

The next meeting was announced for 21 October, 
as the Nelson Centenary Meeting, when there will be 
a paper on “ Posts in Nelson's Time,” by the President; 
a paper and display on English Telegraph Companies 
and their Stamps, by Mr. R. Halliday ; and a display of 
Cape Colony, by Mr. Ernest Heginbottom. Members 
who are able to attend should endeavour to bring their 
entries for the Great Britain competitive contest for 
4 November, so that they may be handed in to Mr. R. 
Shepherd, Secretary of the Examining Committee, in 
good time. Mr. Shepherd will be in attendance from 
six to ten on 21 October, to receive entries in both 
classes, (a) for collectors over twenty-one, (b ) under 
twenty-one. Every member is urged to enter his 
collection of Great Britain, and as arrangement 
(not extent) is the chief qualification for the Society's 
diploma, small collections will be equally eligible with 
large ones.

No tickets are being issued for meetings this season, 
but visitors are always heartily welcomed. Members 
will receive no further notice of the meetings of 
21 October and 4 November, so they should enter 
their dates in their diaries so as not to overlook them.

Annual subscriptions (is. 6d.) are now due, and 
members renewing same are urgently invited by the 
Publication Committee to send an extra is. id. for 
the President’s new and beautifully illustrated hand
book on the “ Stamps of the United States of America,” 
the price of which will be raised to is. 7d. (post-free) 
on publication. The book will be ready in October, 
and therefore those who desire copies at the sub
scription rate of is. (post-free is. id.) must order 
them at once.

North of England Philatelic Society
P r e s id e n t :  0 .  B .  B a h t b r id g e ,  J . P .

Hon. S e c .  :  M a rk  C a s t o n , 4 3  S id n e y  G ro v e , N e w c a s tle -o n -T y n e .

M e e t in g s :  N e w c a s t le - o n - T y n e .

The second annual meeting of this Society was held 
on Thursday evening, 5 October, 1905, the Vice- 
President, Mr. T. D. Hume, in the chair. There was 
a good attendance, and the Secretary, in his report, 
stated that the membership is now 53; that seven 
packets had been circulated during the session of the 
gross value of ̂ 2180. 16s. 8d., from which 5838 stamps.

of gross value of ^267. 9s. 4d., had been sold; and 
that the balance in hand, which was ̂ 4. os. 8d., at end 
of last session, now stood at ^10. is. 8d. The Chair
man moved the adoption of what he called a very 
satisfactory report, and the meeting carried the motion 
unanimously. The election of officers then took 

lace, and resulted as follows: President, G. B. Bain- 
ridge, j . p . ; Vice-President, T. D. Hume 5 Com

mittee: Dr. Parkinson, Jas. Coltman, W. J. Cochrane, 
A. D. Owbridge, Robert Whillis, R. YV. Wilkinson ; 
Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, Mark Easton.

The programme for the session was then com
pleted, and a copy will be sent to each member as 
soon as it is printed.

Philatelic Society of Victoria
P r e s id e n t : W. R . R u n d e ll.

S e c r e t a r y  :  W. B r e t t s c h n e id e r .

M e e tin g s  1 2 3 ,  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t ,  M e lb o u rn e .

T h e  ordinary general meeting of the above Society 
was held at the rooms, 128, Russell Street, Melbourne, 
on Thursday, 10 August, 1905, at 8 p.m.

Mr. Rundell, the President, occupied the chair, and 
there was a good muster of members present.

The Secretary was instructed to write Messrs. 
Stanley Gibbons to order twelve copies of their 
S t a m p  U W k t ) ’ for twelve months, to begin with 
No. 1 of Vol. II. Any member not present at the 
meeting, wishing to become a subscriber at a reduced 
rate, will oblige by notifying the Secretary.

The President informed the members that the Com
mittee had decided, with the approval of the general 
meeting, to form a Society collection for reference 
purposes, at present of Victoria only, and a general 
collection of forgeries also. Both proposals found 
favour with the members and were carried unani
mously.

Members who have duplicates, especially of Victoria, 
to spare for this collection, will oblige the Committee 
by forwarding them to the Secretary. Such donations 
will be duly acknowledged. Forgeries of any country 
will also be thankfully received.

A discussion then ensued re  the proposal to form 
a Junior Associate Members* Branch of the Society; 
but the matter was referred back to the Committee for 
further consideration.

Positions in Exchange Book 147 were next balloted 
for.

Mr. Hatch donated the first five stamps for the 
Society collection, for which he was accorded a hearty 
vote of thanks.

The inspection of two very fine collections, brought 
by Messrs. Rundell and Horwood respectively, con
cluded a very interesting meeting.

TH E IM PROVED P O ST AG E  S T A M P  ALTtUM. No. 0 .
One Hundred and Tenth Thousand. The best and largest Shilling Album ever published. 176 large pages. 

Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48 extra pages added in this edition without extra charge. This Album is now 
selling at the rate of over 1000 copies a month. The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and 
it gives universal satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last edition had nearly 20 extra 
pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a 
mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, 
capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in 
art cloth. The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. There is also an Illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we 
pay for each. Price, l>ound in handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d. E. S. says : “  I asked a friend where the 
best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying that he had bought one and sold 
it next day for is. 6d., after keeping the stamps." A. A. writes : “  I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, 
and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me 2s. for it. Please 
send me another."

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C
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T H E STAM P M A R K ET
By AN ODD LOT
A New Auctioneer
Dealer auctioneers have not been a great success. 
Nevertheless. I am told that a Strand dealer meditates 
applying for an auctioneer's licence and intends mount
ing the rostrum this season. Is it wise?

We have already more than enough auctions in the 
stamp line. There are a round half-dozen already 
holding sales day after day on almost every day of 
the week, and to add another to the burden is a 
risky policy. We could better dispense with a few.

Big Prices for Transvaal*
T ransvaals are now established favourites of the first 
rank, and the high prices which some of the rare 
varieties fetched at Ventom, Bull, and Cooper’s sale on 
29 September, 1905, were eye-openers to some people. 
They were red surcharges, as follows:—
v . r . t r a n s v a a l , 3 d ., surch arged  in red , im perf.,

unused an d  v e r y  fine . . . .  .  1 2  o  o
D it to , 6 d ., b lu e , w ide rou lettes a n d  double a t

bottom , f i n e ................................................................ 3 2  o  o
D itto , od ., b lu e , w ith in verted  su rch arge , unused 

a n d  v ery  f i n e ................................................................ 10 3  o  o

One hundred guineas for a .single Transvaal stamp 
and at auction is a record, but it was a very rare stamp, 
and probably unique, for it is not in the Tapling 
Collection and was not in the Xankivell Collection, nor 
have I ever heard of another copy.
Rare Stamps of Great Britain
At Puttick and Simpson’s sale there were some fine 
things in English, as follows :—
1862. gd ., b istre , p la te  3 , w ith  h a ir  lin es, unused ,

b u t no g u m ........................................................................... 5 1 o o
1867-80. tod., red-brown, plate 2 heavily cancelled t6 to 0
18 7 2 -  3. 6 d ., bu ff, p la te  13 , h e a v ily  cancelled  . . 9 9 0
18 7 3 -  80. S d .t b row n , u n u s e d ............................................4 0 0
1907. King's Head I. R. Official, »s.,carmine, unused 21 o 0 
1902. Government Parcels, ts., green and scarlet,

w ith  in verted  o v e r p r i n t ......................................................2 1 o o
But a complete set of Mafeking of nineteen varieties 

fetched only £ < y  tos. How are the mighty fallen!
Single C A s
S ingle CA's are running up to high prices in several 
countries, but mostly in West Africans. At Puttick's 
the Lagos 2s. 6d. and 5s. brought £ 3  12s. 6d., and the 
tos. of the same set ran up to £ $  5s. The ^ 1, single 
CA, of Southern Nigeria fetched £ 6  10s.

ED IT O R IA L N O TES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—We regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I., all told. By 
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers' price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward
J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Weils.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance: 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. Forged; 
G. Genuine; G.F. Stamps genuine, surcharge forged; 
R. Reprint; W. Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. 1.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of Vol. I. of G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly  in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Philatelic Societies.—We wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the piper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

OUR PH ILA TELIC  D IA RY
O CTO BER, 190;
2 i .  P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty  o f  L ondon : P ap ers w ith  D is p la y s— 1 ,  

T h e  F M  S ta m p s o f  F ran c e  *. 2 , 1 he N e w sp a p e r Stam p s 
o f  F ra n c e , b y  r .  R eichen hvim .

T h e  Ju n io r  P h ila te lic  S o c ie t y : B o u rs e ; 6 p .m . P ap er— 
P o sts in  N e lso n 's T im e , F re d . J .  M e lv ille ; 8 p .m . P ap er 
— T h e  E le c tr ic  and In te rn a tio n a l: A  T a lk  a b o u t B ritish  
T e leg rap h ic  C om panies an d  S tam p s, K .  H a l l id a y ;  8.20 
p .m . D is p la y — A frican  C o lo n ies 1 ,  C a p e  C o lo n y ;  8.40 
p .m . D e b a te —Should  great com m em orations b e  sig n a l
ized b y  th e  Issu e  o f  S p e c ia l S ta m p s?  9 .20  p .m .

2 3 . K e n t an d  S u sse x  P h ila te lic  S o c ie t y :  P resid en t's Address 
P aper— R e c e n t D evelop m en ts in Postal Issues, at Car* 
n anton, T u n b r id g e  W ells. 3  p .m .

24 &  25. A u c t io n : P u tt ic k  an d  S im p so n , 47, L e icester Square, 
Lon don . 4 .30  p .m .

26 & 27. A u ction  : V en to m , B u ll, a n d  C ooper, Loudoun Hotel, 
S u rrey  S tre e t , L o n d on . 5  p .m .

27. M anchester P h ila te lic  S o c ie t y : P ap er— C h ili from 1897, 
R .  A lbrech t.

3 t .  A u c t io n : G len d in in g  an d  C o . ,  7 , A rg y ll S tre et, London. 
4 .30  p .m .

Printed  b y  W . B kbndon ft  S on, L t d .,  P lym o u th , fo r  th e  P ro prieto rs, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, L td .,  3 9 1 ,  S tra n d , L o o d o n , W .C.
2 i  O ctober, >905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF T H E  W ORLD
By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
British South Africa
A S a country for the be- 

ginner, British South 
Africa has many attrac
tions. It is a compara
tively new stamp-issuing 
state ; most of its stamps 
are within the range of 
the moderate collector, if 
we except, as we may, the 
highest values of the first 
issue, which run u p to ^ io .
Its issues are well defined 
and straightforward, and 
they are particularly inter
esting in design. In ad
dition to all this, there is 
the interest which attaches 
to the territory itself, its 
legendary past, its interest
ing present, and its very 
problematical future.

To begin with, it is 
reputed to be the land of 
the Ophir of the Bible, 
and for that reason there 
are those who believe it will some day 
be the great gold-producing country 
of the world. In British colonization 
it is regarded as a great experiment. 
Its acquisition is due to a British lad 
who, after taking his M.A. at Oxford, 
was advised to go to South Africa to 
strengthen, if possible,, a somewhat deli
cate constitution. South Africa thence
forward became his home. At first it was

a struggle, but he eventually amassed a 
large fortune in the Kimberley diamond 
mines. Then he plunged into politics, 
and rose to be Prime Minister of Cape 
Colony. Believing in the gold-producing 
possibilities of the country to the north of 
the Transvaal, he was instrumental, in 
1889, in securing a royal charter for a 
British South Africa Company to develop 
those territories, which now stretch from
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the Transvaal on the south to the Zambezi 
on the north, and from the Portuguese 
possessions on the east coast, across the 
continent to Damaraland on the west. 
All this vast territory, as yet but little 
known, is administered by the British 
South Africa Company, under imperial 
supremacy.

Its  Philatelic H istory

W e stamp collectors call it “  British 
South Africa ”  because its stamps bear 
only the designation of the company, but 
the map-makers and people locally and 
generally are already naming it Rhodesia, 
after its astute and ambitious founder, 
Cecil Rhodes; and there is little doubt 
that Rhodesia will be the name of the 
future. Some day the Chartered Com
pany, having done its work as a pioneer, 
will, like other chartered companies, give 
place to imperial rule, and the stamps 
will then be the stamps of Rhodesia. 
Till that final stage of colonial develop
ment is reached, the stamps of the British 
South Africa Company must possess a 
peculiar interest, for the)’ are marking 
the stages of our imperial growth, and 
for the lad who studies his stamps they 
are pages in the history of our empire.

The British South Africa Company got 
its charter in October, 1899, and in 
December of the following year the first 
postage stamps of the company were 
issued.

The design is said to have been the 
subject of much discussion, but in the 
end heraldic ideas carried the day, rather 
than the usual stamp portraiture.

The first stamps bear an heraldic de
sign which is a veritable multum in parvo. 
There are gold disks, representing the 
gold to come ; there are ears of wheat 
foretelling the agricultural development 
of the country; the oxen refer to the 
necessary beasts of burden; the wavy 
lines typify the broad rivers of the Zam
bezi, the Limpopo, and others that tra
verse this South African Canaan, and the 
galleys the shipping that will be employed 
thereon ; the frisky-looking creatures on 
either side of the shield represent the 
wild animals of the country. The lion 
is, of course, of the British Dominion 
variety, and other portions indicate a 
reference to the heraldic bearings of the 
Duke of Abercorn, the first president of 
the company.

1890. The first stamps were engraved 
and printed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wil
kinson, and Co., of London, on what is 
termed bank wove paper. This paper 
was watermarked “  W. C. S. &  Co.,” 
the initials of the papermaker, and the 
words, “ Pure linen wove bank.”  This 
will explain any peculiar watermarks 
which boys may find on these stamps. 
As the watermark is not a Government 
watermark, we collectors do not cata
logue it or pay any attention to it, and I 
only mention it to explain what may 
otherwise puzzle the young collector. In 
all there were twelve values, ranging 
from id. to ^ jio . The high values were 
required for legal documents, etc., but 
some have been used for postal purposes, 
and as they are available for postage they 
are essentially postage stamps. In gold- 
producing countries high values are fre
quently used for transmitting parcels of 
gold, hence the postal use of the high 
values in British South Africa, for there 
are already several mines at work search
ing for such gold as may not have been 
cleared out by the Queen of Sheba and 
those o f other days.

The id. to 10s. values are alt of Type 1, 
and the pound values of the larger size of 
Type 2. The perforation is uniformly 14.

T y p e  i . T y p e  a.

I append the ruling catalogue prices:—

id., black .

P trf. Unused. 
s. d.

* O 6

Used. 
t. d. 
0 4

6d., ultramarine . 6 0 1 6
6d., deep blue • 4 0 0 9
is., grey-brown . 10 0 2 0
2s., vermilion • 7 6 5 0
2s. 6d., purple ♦  7 6 *5 0
5s., yellow. • *5 0 12 6
1 os., deep green • 3° 0 3° 0

£ 1 ,  deep blue ♦  50 0 50 0
^2, rose-red • 50 6
£ 5 . sape-Rreen . 130 0 90 0

;£io, brown . 250 0 120 0

1891. In the early part of this year 
the local authorities urged the directors 
at home to issue more low values, as they
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were urgently needed. In the first series 
it will be noted the id. and 6d. were the 
only representatives of the usual low 
values. In order to supply immediate 
requirements numbers of the 6d., ultra- 
marine, were surcharged in black id ., 2d., 
and qd. ; and some is., brown, were sur
charged 8d. in large bold figures covering 
nearly half the stamp. These provisionals 
were much sought after by collectors, and 
for years they were retailed at 20s. the 
set, but now that the dealers have ex
hausted the stocks they laid by, prices 
have gone up enormously. Used copies 
are extremely scarce.

P c r f .  Unused. Used.
j .  d. s. d.

;\d. on6d., ultramarine . 15 o 15 o 
2d. ,, ,, . 60 o —
4d. ,, ,, . 60 o —
8d. on is.i brown . . 60 o —

1891-4. As soon as the provisionals 
were despatched, permanent low values 
were at once prepared for issue. The 
same design was used for this purpose, 
the original value was removed, and in 
the blank thus left there was printed 
whatever value was needed. The print
ing of the value was separately done in a 
different colour from the rest of the 
stamp. In addition to the low values, 
3s. and 4s. values were subsequently 
added.

P*r/. Unused. Used.
1. d. s. d.

.UI., deep blue, value in vermilion . 0 2 0 2
2d., sea-green, value in vermilion . I O 0 5
3d., grey-black, value in green . 2 O 2 0
4*1., chestnut, value in black . 1 6 1 0
8d.. rose-lake, value in ultramarine . 2 0 2 6
3s., brown, value in green . 10 0 10 0
4s., grey-black, value in vermilion . 8 0 >5 0

1895. In this year the pretty little
stamps of the first issue were replaced by 
a larger stamp of bolder design, printed 
in two colours. It will be seen from our 
illustration (Type 3) that the same heraldic

T v p e  3.

N o t e .—This ts distinguished by ribbon crossing leg o f 
supporter.

features are preserved, and to the inscrip
tions are added the words, “  Incorporated 
by Royal Charter.”  The effect of print
ing such a design in two colours, and in 
such extraordinary combinations, is any
thing but pleasing, and the further com
bination of two colours printed on coloured 
paper added to their ugliness. The 
engraving and printing are the work of 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co., who 
engraved and printed the first English 
penny stamps. In the printing the 
figures and words of value were worked 
in one colour, and the centre and rest of 
the design in another colour. In the 
case of the earlier stamps, it was com
plained that the bank paper did not stick 
well. Consequently, this new series was 
printed on ordinary and thicker paper, and 
more strongly gummed. The series com
prised no less than fourteen values, and 
this, too, without going beyond 10s. in 
high values. The stamps were all of 
one uniform size.

C en tre  in first colour. Unused. Used.
P e r / .

Ad., slate and violet 
id., scarlet and emerald . 
ad., grey-brown and mauve 
3d., chocolate and ultramarine .
4d., ultramarine and mauve 
6d., purple and pink 
8d., olive-green & violet on buff paper 

is. cd., green and blue 
2 S . ©d., indigo and green on buff paper .
25. 6d., brown and purple on yellow paper 
3$. od., green and mauve on blue paper.
4s. od., red and dark blue on green paper 
5s. od., chestnut and green 

to*, od.,

s. d. 
o 2 
°  3 
o 5
0 9
1 o 
1 6 
1 6
1 6
2  9
3 3
4 o
5 0
6 6

s. d .  
O I 
O 2
O 4
O 9

1 6
2  6 
o 6
2  9
3 3
4 °

6 6
slate and vermilion on rose paper 12 o 120

1896. But before the stamps of the 
new design just enumerated could reach 
Buluwayo, the Matabele W ar had broken 
out, and the commercial centre of Bulu
wayo was cut off from Salisbury, the 
seat of government in the northern terri
tory. The new stamps reached Salisbury, 
but got no farther till the back of the 
rebellion w'as broken. Meanwhile, Bulu
wayo had run short of id. and 3d. 
stamps. To provide these values. 1200 
of the 3s. value of the first issue, and 
1200 of the 4s. value of the same issue, 
W'ere surcharged in black o n e  p e n n y  in 
one line, and the original value at the 
foot was cancelled. Three thousand of 
the 5s. value were also surcharged in 
black with three bars, t h r e e  p e n c e  in 
two lines. These stamps were soon
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snapped up despite the endeavours of the 
postal authorities to keep voracious stamp 
collectors at a distance. Thereupon, con
siderable quantities of Cape of Good 
Hope stamps were obtained, and over
printed BRITISH  SO U TH  AFRICA in Small 
sans-serif type, in three lines.

•276

S u r c h a r g e d  o n  s t a m p s  0 /  th e  F i r s t  Is s u e .

id. on 3d.

P e r / . Unused. 
s. d .

. g o  0

Used. 
s. d . 
90 0

id. on 4s. . . 65 0 65 O
3d. on 5«. . 50 0 50 0

C a p e  s t a m p s  s u r c h a r g e d  B r i t i s h  s o u t h A F R IC A .

^d., black

P e r / . Unused. 
S. d .

. i 6

Used. 
s. d . 
1 6

id., ro«e . 1 0 2 0
2d., brown . 4 0 4 0
3d., claret . 6 0
4d., blue . 6 0 6 0
6d., violet . . 7 6 7 6
is., yellow-ochre . 17 6 17 6

1897. In this year the low-value 
stamps, up to and including the 8d. and 
the 10s. changed to of the Perkins 
Bacon series, were re-engraved by Water- 
low and Sons. The design was slightly

T y p e  4.

N o t e .—This block Is distinguished by ribbon n ot crossing 
leg o f  supporter.

modified, and generally improved. The 
work of the two engravers may easily be 
distinguished, but most clearly by the 
ends of the ribbon over the words j u s t i c e  
and f r e e d o m . In the Perkins Bacon en
graving the ribbon crosses the leg of the 
animal above, and in the Waterlow’ re
engraving it does not cross the leg, but 
is curled up between the two legs of the 
animal. Whilst the extraordinarily ugly 
combinations of colour are preserved in 
the re-engraved series, they are consider
ably softened in tone.

Centre in first colour. Unused.
Per/. 5. d.

id., olive, black, and violet . . . o 3
id., scarlet and emerald . . . 0 4
2d., grey-brown and mauve . . o 5
3d., red-brown and ultramarine . . o 5
4d., ultramarine and mauve . . . 0 6
6d., purple and pink . . . 0 8
Sd., olive and violet, on buff paper. . 1 6
;£t, black & red-brown, on green paper 40 o

Used. 
s. et. 

0 3 
0 3 o 6 
o 6 
0 4 
0 4 
2 6 

40 0

1898-1903. The unsatisfactory bi
coloured series is now being supplanted 
by a more pleasing design, still preserving 
the same heraldic features, and very 
closely resembling the design of the first 
issue—so closely, in fact, as to be almost 
a redrawing in some of the low values.

T y p e  7.

Figures of value are added in the upper 
corners, and the stamp is slightly larger 
than the first issue, and therefore con
siderably smaller than the ugly Perkins 
Bacon series. The pence values are all 
of Type 5, the shillings of Type 6, and 
the pounds of Type 7.

P c tf.
Unused. 

s. d.
Used. 
s. d.

£cL, green . 0 1 O 1
id., rose . 0 2 O t
2d., bistre . . . 0 3 O 2
2^d., cobalt . . 0 4 O 3
4d., olive-green . 0 6 0 4
6d.t mauve . . 0 8 0 6
is., ochre . 1 3 0 6
5s., orange-brown . . 6 0 —
7s. 6d., black. ♦ 9 0 —
£ 1 ,  dull lilac . 24 0 —
2^5, dark blue • £ 6 —
2,io, blue-lilac ■ £ ' 2 —

{ T o  be c o n tin u e d .)

P L E A S E  NO TE
The Prices Q u o te d  in  the foregoing article are taken from oor publishers’ latest Catalogue, and are, 
therefore, the Prices at Which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, Witt have pleasure in supplying any of the 
stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.
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REM A IN D ERS AND ERRORS
By Rev. T. C. W ALTON, M.A.
D E M A IN D E R S  must not be confused 

with Reprints.
Reprints are, as a rule, official repro

ductions made from the die or plate of 
an obsolete stamp. Remainders are stocks 
of stamps in the hands of the Government 
when the country produces a new issue, 
or when the country ceases to issue stamps 
of its own. The stamps of Antigua, St. 
Christopher,Dominica, Montserrat, Nevis, 
and the Virgin Islands were superseded 
bv an issue for the Leeward Islands in
1890. The obsolete stamps of these 
islands were sold in 1892. At times we 
do hear of remainders being destroyed. 
About 120,000 Queen’s Head stamps of 
St. Vincent were reported to have been 
consigned to the flames in January, 1903. 
More often, however, one reads of such 
remainders being advertised for sale to 
the highest bidder. Such sale of re
mainders undoubtedly lowers their sale
able value ; for it creates an abundance 
very often when the destruction of the 
said remainders would soon have caused 
a great scarcity. On the other hand, 
however, were it not for the supply of 
remainders of many issues, the average 
collector would find no little difficulty in 
filling up many a vacant place in his 
album.

There are some whose custom it is to 
sneer at remainders. They dub them 
“  labels,”  and, metaphorically, pour cold 
water over them. But a “ remainder”  
can never be a “ label,”  provided it be of 
the same printing as the stamp sold over 
the post-office counter—unless, indeed, it 
was a “ label”  to start with. There are 
stamps to which the epithet “  label ”  may 
very justly be applied : witness the case 
of the south and central states of 
America. In 1886 a civil engineer offered 
to provide, free of charge, two million 
stamps of a new design to Guatemala, on 
condition that the whole of the old issues 
should be handed over to him. That new 
Guatemala stamp might very rightly be 
called a “ label.”

“  Seebecks ”  present a grosser case. 
Mr. N. F. Seebeck, Secretary to the

Hamilton Bank Note Company of New' 
York, was the fons ct origo of “  Seebecks.” 
He entered into a contract with certain 
Central American Republics, undertaking, 
for a period of years, to supply yearly, 
free of charge, postage stamps to these 
Republics, on condition that the design 
was changed each year, and that the 
remainders over and above those required 
for postal purposes were to be handed 
over to him. The dies and plates for the 
production of these stamps were also to 
remain the property of the company. 
These issues have become knowar as 
“  Seebecks.”  The company hoped to 
recoup itself by the profits gained by 
sales to collectors. The number of these 
stamps that one sees from time to time 
in the albums of young collectors leads 
one to suppose that the company’s scheme 
has met with no little success, in spite of 
repeated warnings in the pages of stamp 
journals. Boys will have “ hot cakes.” 
They realize afterwards that they have 
burnt their fingers over them, but then it 
is too late. Once more, then, let us re
peat the warning. If a country is so 
prodigal in its issues of stamps as to 
present new series of designs yearly, be 
assured that there is some scheme on foot 
for finding the way to the stamp collector’s 
pocket. Be wise in time, and leave such 
issues severely alone.

Many remainders have nothing to dis
tinguish them from the stamps issued in 
the ordinary way. Some remainders, as, 
for example, certain values of the Spanish 
issues from 1854 to 1872, were overprinted 
with horizontal bars before they were dis
posed of to dealers. Other remainders 
have a hole punched through them, or are 
surcharged with the word “ Cancelled,” 
as is the case in some values of the 1863- 
72 issue of Mauritius. This brings me 
to the familiar question : “  Ought I to 
put ‘ cancelled ’ stamps in my collection ? ”  
By way of answer, let me take a concrete 
case. The 5s., reddish purple, 1863-72 
issue of Mauritius may be bought “ can
celled ”  for 6d. The price for a “  used ” 
stamp is 10s. You cannot afford to pay
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ios., but you can afford 6d. The set 
awaits completion, and the space will 
remain unfilled unless you get the “ can
celled ”  stamp. W hat is the moral ? Fill 
the space with the “ cancelled”  stamp if 
you cannot “  raise the wind ”  for the

“  used ”  stamp, and trust to luck to come 
across the latter as a bargain some day. 
In the meantime you have the pleasure of 
possessing a complete set, even though 
one or more of them do bear the wore 
“ Cancelled ”  on them.

( T o  be c o n tin u ed .)

INGLE-NOOK Y A R N S
W H Y  S IL V E S T E R  C O L LEC T S ST A M P S

By C. RAYMOND MEGSON
T X 7 HEN Silvester Slade entered the 

’  * portals of Barratry’s School, no 
mild sensation was caused. Never had 
such a youth been seen there before. 
Large dreamy eyes ; cream coloured hair ; 
haughty mien ; a high-pitched, drawling 
voice—he at once presented the idea to 
us that he would make a splendid butt 
for our harmless jests and good-humoured 
practical jokes.

But such an idea was dismissed from 
our minds very’ soon after his arrival. A 
party of us was once returning to the 
school, when we were attacked by some 
roughs from the town, and the way 
Silvester turned some of their Hooligan 
complexions into the hue of a twopenny 
blue—with or without lines, it does not 
matter—established him immediately with 
the majority of us as a “ ripping good sort.”

Nevertheless, there were some who could 
not like him. He was aesthetic, and did 
not care for “ footer”  or cricket. He 
was an orphan, and had been adopted by 
a maiden aunt who had gained some 
mild reputation as an authoress through 
writing exciting dramas of real life about 
impossible people for a halfpenny morning 
newspaper. Reared, therefore, as Silvester 
had been, in a literary environment and 
under the protecting wing of a loving 
aunt right up to the time of his entering 
Barratry’s, it was no small wonder that 
he had certain idiosyncrasies and a peculiar 
manner which many of the boys could not 
understand.

Johnson and I, though, liked the boy, 
and became very friendly with him.

Now Johnson was a youth— perhaps 
I should say man ; he was approaching 
adolescence, and had eight or ten hairs on

his upper lip, I forget the exact number, 
which he called a moustache. Well, 
Johnson was a keen stamp collector, and 
tried to persuade every one whom he met 
to engage in the fascinating pursuit.

He tried to engender a love for stamps 
in Silvester, but without avail. Silvester 
always answered, “ No, old fellah. Phil
ately may’ prove itself a splendid diversion 
for those who love method and can grapple 
with hard and dry facts ; but for those 
who live in realms of fancy, peopled with 
beings of their own creation, it cannot 
have any attraction ; they need something 
to stimulate the imagination, not to stunt 
its growth,”  and he would never please 
Johnson by looking at his collection. It 
must not be inferred from the above 
remark, “ something to stimulate the 
imagination,” that Silvester was otherwise 
than a strict teetotaller.

Silvester wrote poetry, though no one 
in the school had seen any of it, and, sad 
to relate, had a fondness for the fair sex.

One half-holiday, when a cricket match 
had to be played against a neighbour
ing scholastic establishment, one of our 
players disappointed us at the last moment 
through sickness, and wfe could think of 
no other substitute but Silvester. John
son was captain of our team, so together 
we went in search of our aesthetic friend 
to ask him to play. W e found him in the 
library, and, as we entered, he hurriedly- 
shoved some paper upon which he had 
been writing under his blotting-pad.

W e expressed our regret at having to 
disturb him, and explained the reason of 
our quest; but at first he would not 
accede to our earnest supplications. He 
explained that he was very busy, but
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when pressed to say what was of such 
importance as to utterly preclude him 
from playing in the cricket match, he told 
us in strict confidence that he had a 
divine inspiration, and was writing a 
sonnet to a fair creature he had seen in a 
diaphanous arrangement of green lace, 
and a toreador hat crowned with cerise 
poppies and yellow ribbon.

Johnson stroked his chin and twirled 
his “ moustache.” He did not know the 
difference between a toreador hat and a 
feather stole.

“ Oh,” he said, “  I know her.”
“ Do y o u ? ”  said Silvester eagerly. 

"  Do----- ”
But Johnson interrupted him, saying, 

“ She is the fishmonger’s daughter.”
Poor Silvester ! his countenance fell.
“  What, oh, what a disappointment! ”  

he uttered in tragic manner. “ The cream 
of my poetic brain wasted, wasted; utterly 
wasted.”

“ No, no, not wasted,”  replied John
son. “ If you will only play this after
noon, I will introduce you to my sister, 
and the sonnet will do for her. My sister— 
she has a complexion like curded milk.”

Silvester’s eyes widened.
“  Beautiful! ”  he said. “  How like 

Shelley 1 ”
“ Yes,” continued Johnson, “ like curded 

milk. And hair like fairy gossamer, eyes 
like the blue depths of heaven, and cheeks 
—and cheeks, more like the colour of a 
Bahamas penny red King’s Head than 
anything else I have seen,”  and as he 
spoke he looked heavenwards and sighed.

Pooh ! cheeks like a postage stamp ; 
just imagine it. But to make such a 
comparison was just like my friend John
son, and he was awfully keen on Bahamas 
at that time.

“  Promise, oh, promise to take me to 
her, and I will play this afternoon.”

Johnson promised.
“ You wicked old chap,” I said, as we 

left Silvester, who had gone to dress for 
the forthcoming match. “  W hat do you 
mean by it all? You have no sister; and 
has the fishmonger a daughter?”  I asked 
wonderingly.

“ No, no, no,” replied h e; “ but we 
cannot have this estimable young fellow- 
falling in love with any promiscuous girl 
whom he sees, and I have a scheme. I 
will tell you more anon.”

The match was played, and we were

hopelessly beaten. Silvester, unlike the 
usual school hero, failed to prove himself 
a dark horse, or to win the match for us 
when defeat seemed certain. Neither did 
he sky any ball out of gravity’s force, 
nor have any since been mistaken for 
meteors.

Johnson, mindful of his promise, ar
ranged that the following Wednesday 
our poetic friend and myself should have 
tea at Johnson’s home, which was only 
two miles from Barratry’s. “  To see his 
sister,”  he said. I still failed to see what 
was his game.

When the day arrived, we journeyed 
there, I still in ignorance of Johnson’s 
intentions. On our arrival we were 
ushered into a room facing the lawn, and, 
mystery of mysteries, some fair, girlish 
figure in pink rose to meet us.

“ Miranda, allow me—Mr. Silvester 
Slade; the other you know-,”  smilingly 
spoke Johnson.

As the form approached, I recognized 
Tom, Johnson’s younger brother, who 
muttered, “  Don’t look so flabbergasted, 
fathead ; you’ll give the game aw ay.”

As we talked on various boyish topics, 
Miranda, Tom—you know who I mean— 
busied himself, herself, with a ball of cotton 
and a peculiar long needle. Silvester was 
of course intensely interested. “  I am 
just making some Solomon’s knots on the 
borders of this crocheting, but I will 
finish now,” said Miranda. You know, 
that was jolly cute of Tom. He did not 
know what a Solomon’s knot was. He 
told me afterwards that he had heard his 
mother mention them.

But never had I seen such a transforma
tion. Tom, with whom I had got into 
many a scrape, looked positively angelic. 
The guise was complete. Golden hair, a 
waist actually, a sweet frock ; he looked 
a charming girl of seventeen.

“ Will you excuse us a moment, Silves
ter? ” said Johnson. ‘ ‘ I should like to show 
my philatelic friend my new Bahamas ; 
they will not interest you, I know,”  and, 
leaving the room, he beckoned me to 
follow. Outside, Johnson gave vent to 
a smothered laugh. The situation began 
to dawn on me now. “  Come along,” he 
said; “  we can see and hear the fun from 
the lawn ; I have purposely left the French 
windows ajar.” And there we stealthily 
crept.

“  My brother,” we heard Tom say, “ is
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such an enthusiastic stamp collector. You 
do not collect, I presume? ”

“  N o,”  replied Silvester.
“ Oh, you sh o u ld !”  spoke Tom. 

“ Stamps are so interesting and so pretty. 
Do let me show you my collection.”  And 
Tom walked daintily across the room to 
a cabinet, from which she, he, withdrew 
an “  Imperial”  Album. “ Bring two chairs 
to the table, will you, Mr. Slade?” Open
ing the album, Tom pointed out items of 
interest to Silvester, and drawing closer 
to him positively ogled him, until the 
emotional youth became visibly affected, 
rolled his eyes, and clasped his hands 
together as though he would like to wor
ship this mass of mischief by his side. 
“  And, oh ! look here ! ”  said Tom, “ these 
Columbus stamps of the United States 
are so interesting. The one cent stamp 
portrays Columbus in sight of land, while 
the two cent shows the landing of Colum
bus, an event which occurred only one 
day after the former. In the one cent 
stamp he is depicted as being clean shaven; 
in the two cent stamp he is shown with a 
beard.

“ Isn’t it ridiculous, Mr. S lade? A 
beard could not grow in one day, could 
it, even in America ? ”  And Tom looked 
out of the corner of his merry little eyes 
at Silvester. Poor Silvester ! I am sure 
he longed to kiss that wicked young scamp 
dressed as a girl.

“  Stamp collecting is really delightful,”  
he said. “  I must collect; and will you 
help me, Miss Joh nson ?”

“  With pleasure,”  Tom rejoined. “ And 
will you call me To—Miranda? ”

“ Oh, I should feel honoured to be 
allowed to,”  he said. And Silvester 
held Tom’s hand and kissed it in 
ecstasy.

This was too much for Tom, and a 
prolonged boyish laugh escaped him. 
Leaning back in his chair, he over
balanced, and fell to the ground. His 
golden wig fell o ff ; the blouse he wore

would not stand this extra strain, and 
came undone, showing a boy’s white 
sh irt; and his skirt falling over his head, 
showed a pair of striped grey trousers. 
Silvester now recognized how he had 
been hoaxed.

“ C ru e l!”  he muttered tearfully. 
“ C ru e l!”

Tom struggled to his feet.
“  Forgive my brother and me for this, 

Silvester. Oh, do ! ”  said he earnestly, 
genuinely sorry now’ he saw’ how hurt 
Slade was, towards whom he advanced 
with open hand. “  Forgive us, will 
you ? ”

Silvester was indeed a splendid fellow. 
He accepted the proffered hand, and ex
pressed his forgiveness.

Johnson, asking me to wait outside, 
entered the room ; and when later we sat 
down to tea, we were as happy as sand
boys, and no one would have guessed 
the incident of the afternoon.

It was never mentioned again, but 
a few mornings later Silvester ap
proached Johnson with an album under 
his arm, and an envelope containing 
stamps.

“ Johnson,”  he said, “ your hoax was 
doubtless the result of a mad impulse, 
but you have thereby hammered a little 
sense into me. If I can think myself in 
love with a boy in girl’s clothing, it 
shows the folly of my imagined fondness 
for the fair sex. I have learnt to think, 
though, that stamp collecting must be 
interesting, and I wish to commence. 
Will you help m e ?”

Johnson only too readily acquiesced; 
he liked every' one to become a philatelist, 
and many collections at Barratry’s had 
become considerably enriched through his 
knowledge, and his munificent gifts of 
duplicates.

Johnson, Slade, and myself are all now- 
serious collectors, and possibly— I say 
possibly—you may see our exhibits at the 
1906 Exhibition.

TH E IM P E R IA L  AVBUM .
Tenth Edition. Size of pages, 81x u }  inches. The present edition is arranged in t h re e  vp’umes. Two 

causes have acted to bring about this result. First, the ever-increasing number of new issues, for which ac
commodation must be provided ; and secondly, the demand by collectors that space shall be found for varieties 
of perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform as closely as possible to the lists given in the Publishers' 
Catalogue. Vol. I. The Stamps of the British Empire j post-free, 10s. gd. Vol. II. The Stamps of Europe, 
and the Colonies and Possessions of European States ; post-free, izs. gd. Vol. III. Foreign Countries, excent 
Europe and Possessions; post-free, 10s. gd.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d . ,  3 9 1 , S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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SPECIAL BARGAINS
FOR G.S.W .  READERS

UR Publishers propose to set apart 
this page fo r  the offer o f Special 

Bargains to “  G. S. IV ." readers.

These special offers w ill be open fo r  one 
week only from  the date o f the number in 
which they appear.

OUR SEVENTH SPECIAL 
OFFER

Dunn" the war in South Africa we 
published a special Album for the B ritish  
Africa Postage Stamps, as described be
low, and having only a few left on hand 
we are willing to clear them out at about 
cost price in order to have room for new 
editions.

B R IT IS H  A F R IC A
Postage Stamp H [bum

The Album is designed upon the well- 
known plan of the Imperial Albums—the 
stamps in numbered spaces of the correct 
sizes on the right-hand page, and the 
description, full particulars, and illustra
tions on the opposite page.

In order to make this a permanent 
Album we have provided from one to 
four blank pages after each country, thus 
making the Album available for the issues 
of many years to come.

IN TWO QUALITIES.
220 Pages. Size, 8} x n t inches.

No. 25.—On extra stout paper, strongly 
bound in art vellum, gilt lettered and artis
tically designed cover, coloured edges. 
Special Price. Post-free in Great 
Britain, 6/6. (Published Price, 10/7.)

No. 26.—On heavy, highly glazed plate 
paper, half-bound in morocco, art vellum 
sides, raised band and full gilt back, gilt 
lettering and edges, supplied in strong box. 
Special Price. Post-free in Great 
Britain, 12,6. (Published Price, 21/8.)

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , L im it e d ,
391, St r a n d , L o n d on , W .C.

MESSRS. S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD .

ON Wednesday, October 4th, 1905, a 
meeting1 of the directors of Stanley 
Gibbons, Ltd., was held at the head 

office of the corrpany, 391, Strand, London, 
W.C. There were present Mr. Charles J. 
Phillips in the chair, Messrs. W. H. Phillips,
G. Hamilton-Smith, S. E. Gwyer, D. W. Glen
dining, and W. P. Barnsdall.

After consideration of the report o f the result 
o f the half-year ending June 30th, 1905, it was 
resolved to declare an interim dividend at the 
rate of 6 per cent, free of income tax.

The chairman reported very favourable pros
pects from both the home and the American 
businesses.
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N EW  ISSUES
The Editor wit! be grateful to his readers i f  they will help him with the earliest possible information toneernlng 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J .  NANKiVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Crete.—A correspondent sends us the following- 
newspaper cutting:—

“ Funds are running low with the Revolutionary 
Government of Crete, so it has resorted to the ex
pedient sometimes indulged in by the smaller South 
American States, and has issued from a little village 
near Canea a set of half a dozen new postage stamps. 
Philatelists, their rivalry to secure new issues taking 
precedence of other considerations, will no doubt 
eagerly snap up these stamps, which are double the 
size of those in ordinary use in the island. Until the 
revolutionaries can gauge the extent of the demand 
amongst collectors, they have contented themselves 
with the issue of something slightly over 5000 stamps."

Following this, our publishers send us samples of the 
actual stamps, which we illustrate. They are for the 
present modestly confined to five values—just by way 
of experiment. If silly boys and stamp fiats will buy 
them, no doubt they will be produced in great variety 
and profusion.

E v i e n s  W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e v i s  publishes the following 
decree authorising the issue :—

“ 30.8.03.
“ The Revolutionary Assembly of Cretans decrees:
“ Art. I.—A postal service shall be instituted in 

Crete in the name of the Revolutionary Assembly.
“ Art. II.—Postage stamps shall be issued in the 

quantity of 5400 of each value, 5, 10, 20, 50 I., 1 dr. 
gold.

“ Art. Ill,—The postage stamp shall be of the follow
ing design:—In the upper part it shall have the words 
* Prosorine Kubernieis Kretes—Tax. Uper.' (The 
latter two words are short for ‘ Taxudromike Huper- 
esia,’ and the whole signifies * Provisional Government 
of Crete—Postal Service.*] In the lower part the 
value of the stamp. In the middle it will have as 
emblem the victory of Paioniuswith ‘ Annexion* be
low. (Our contemporary translates the word K A n n e x -  
t o n ' or Annexation, but in the illustration the word is 
clearly the ancient Greek ‘ enosis*—modern Greek is 
h e n o te s—which means ‘ union.*—Ed., A’.ir.i'.iV.j.

“ The design of the higher values will be square in 
form, its dimensions in width and height being twenty- 
nine millimetres.

“ The colours of each class of stamps will be the 
following:—

1st class 5 lepta, green, with emblem red 
2nd ,, 10 ,, red ,, green
3rd „  20 ,, red ,, blue
4th ,, 50 „  violet ,, green
5th ,, 1 dr. blue ,, red

“ The presidency is entrusted with the present 
decree.

“ Secretary: President:
“  (Signed) C. Manos. (Signed) G. Pappajaunaki."

The stamps are imperforate and ungummed.
httperf.

5  I . ,  g r e e n  a n d  r e d .

1 0  I . ,  r e d  a n d  g r e e n .

2 0  I . ,  r e d  a n d  b l u e .

5 0  1 . ,  v i o l e t  a n d  g r e e n .

1  d r . ,  b l u e  a n d  r e d .

Russia.—E viens W e e k ly  S t a m p  Nerws is informed 
by Mr. F. Bernstein that the quantities of the 
Orphans* issue which were sold are as follows

3 6 kop. 
5/8 „
T 10 ..

*0/13 ».

248.000
178.000
302.000
161.000
889,000

“ About 50,000 only still remain on hand, and no 
more are to be printed. The amount realized for 
the Orphans’ Fund, at /̂d. per stamp, is thus about 
^2780, less the cost of printing the stamps, which 
would probably be quite ^300, unless this was borne 
by the General Post Office, as would be not improb
able, seeing the stamps were available for postage and 
the bulk of the revenue from stamp collectors was 
retained by the Post Office.

“ We understand that 2000 strips of eight of each 
value were overprinted with the word *Obrazets” in 
Russian characters, one letter on each stamp. This 
word is equivalent to the English ‘ Specimen.* Half 
of the strips were stuck on advertising cards dis
tributed to post offices and stamp vendors, many of 
which have now been returned to headquarters. For 
these and the remainders of these strips, offers are now 
invited; nothing under 6d. per strip is likely to be 
accepted."

T ransvaal.—The postal authorities here evidently 
have found the current bicoloured series of postage 
stamps too expensive, as we have received both the 
£d. printed all in green and the id. all printed in 
carmine, instead of having the head printed in black 
and the framework in another colour. Fora specimen 
of the £d. we are indebted to a reader of G .  S . If,, 
Mrs. E. Burton-Phillipson.

How far this economical turn in printing the stamps 
mayaffect the other values remains to be seen. Possibly 
all the low values will be reduced to single colours, 
retaining the bicolours only for 2s. 6d. and upwards.

The stamps are on the multiple paper.

Wntk. M ultiple C A . P er/. 
Jd ., green, 
id ., carmine.
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THE STAM P KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated fro m  the French by ED ITH  C. PHILLIPS

W IL LIA M  AN D  B E T T Y  A R R IV E D

CHAPTER XXIII

T h e u n t o w a r d  f a t e  o f  t h e  f e t e  o f  P r in c e  A l b r a n d i

IT was an event long: looked forward to in Naples, 
this fete of Prince Albrandi.

His magnificent establishment, his love of luxury, 
and his illustrious family, allied to the Carracciolo, the 
Carafa, the Sangro, and all the nobility of the two 
Sicilies, all caused him to be looked up to as a great 
personality, and invitations to his receptions were 
universally sought after. He had, as can well be 
imagined, many friends and many backbiters, who 
all, but particularly the latter, rejoiced in his magnifi
cence and feasted continually at his table. Beyond 
the pleasures which he lavished upon them, this often 
gave them the opportunity of effecting a good stroke 
of business.

The Prince, in fact, was an omnivorous collector, 
but not a collector for the sake of the inward joy of 
obtaining a long-desired specimen by some happy 
chance, or after weary and patient research. He 
collected for the purpose of accumulating, that he 
might have the largest possible display of brilliant and 
costly things, arranged with more ostentation than 
taste, more pride than pleasure. Thus the principal 
rooms in his palace were given up to a permanent 
exhibition of his numerous acquisitions—pictures, 
sculpture, antiques, Chinese ornaments. Oriental 
trinkets, furniture, minerals, shell-work, coins, and, 
finally, stamps.

But these things, lavishly bought, piled up in pro
fusion and often of dou Mful authenticity, showed only 
a desire to dazzle, to the entire exclusion of either art 
or science.

In his house there was but one complete and perfect 
collection—that of the parasites and bloodsuckers who 
assisted him to squander his fortune royally. So they 
had no hesitation in spreading, on the quiet, the most

unflattering rumours about him, and the talk of the 
day was to the effect that he had only organised this 
fete, which was to surpass all the others by its splen
dour, to impose upon people concerning his financial 
position and restore his shaken credit.

However that might be everyone expected a great 
deal of pleasure from it, and none of the fortunate 
invited ones felt inclined to refuse the invitation.

When the evening arrived the Pausilippe Palace 
offered indeed a veritable scene of fairyland. A 
luminous vault extended from the entrance right over 
the gardens; and those who have beheld illuminations 
arranged by Neapolitans will admit them to be masters 
in the art of this kind of decoration. The smallest 
shrubs were full of many-colourcd lamps, and the 
lawns and flower-beds had disappeared under a glitter
ing carpet. Brilliant electric lights thrown on to the 
fountains gave an appearance as of enormous jets of 
pearls and diamonds. The outlines of the palace, the 
curbs of the basins, the edges of the walks, and the 
parapets of the terrace were garlanded with lights, 
which drove night far into the distance and delighted 
the eye.

As the evening was enchantingly calm, only just 
freshened by the lightest breeze, the lights burned 
brightly and shone from one end of the domain to 
the other.

A double line of powdered footmen, in the green 
and gold livery of the Prince, stood on the steps; and 
in the vast entrance hall, filled with rare plants and 
glowing lustres, stood the Prince himself, receiving 
his innumerable guests with a smile of welcome.

William and Betty arrived just before eleven.
** Oh, Prince, we are not living in one evening, but 

in the thousand and one nights!" the young American 
exclaimed.

"That is very kind of you/' said Albrandi, bowing* 
Then, turning to Betty, he said—

"A s you are newly arrived in Naples, Miss Scott, 
and do not know anyone, I shall keep you near me,
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and ask you to let me do the honours of my house 
myself. And you, too, Mr. Keniss.”

The two young people, delighted at so much kind
ness, bowed their acquiescence, and ranged themselves 
behind the Prince to allow the newcomers to approach. 
A multitude of people presented themselves—princes, 
dukes, marquises, knights, even canons and bishops. 
All the titles in the world passed by, crushed and 
mixed together in the utmost confusion. Diplomatists 
arrived in full uniform, with ribbons, stars, and orders 
of every description, gold and colour Hashing in the 
light; and ladies in low dresses, covered with precious 
stones.

The chief of police arrived in his turn, and, seeing 
William, went up to him with outstretched hand, 
saying, when the first greetings had passed—

“ Good news, monsieur. Your thief is just about 
to be arrested. 11 is hiding-place has been discovered, 
all arrangements made, and it was only by the merest 
chance that he escaped being taken this afternoon."

As Signor Petto was speaking they heard the 
announcement—

“ The Consul-General of Russia and the Count 
Orsikoff!"

These two personages, one as bedizened as the 
other with stars and decorations, advanced, and the 
Consul said—

“  My dear Prince, will you allow me to present 
one of my compatriots, recently arrived from France, 
and most highly recommended by the ambassador 
of his Majesty the Czar in Paris! I have taken the 
liberty of bringing him into the midst of all these 
wonders---- ”

“ A happy inspiration!” cried Albrandi. “ The 
Count is most welcome.”

On leaving the Prince the Count and the Consul 
passed close by William and Betty. With one 
impulse the two Americans, who had been looking 
in the other direction, turned round, and both received 
a shock. Count Orsikoff, meeting them thus suddenly 
face to face, could not suppress an expression of horror, 
grew pallid, and turned quickly away.

“ What an extraordinary thing!” murmured William 
in Betty's ear.

“ Nothingcould be more extraordinary,and I should 
be positive that I recognised our thief by those eyes 
if I had not known that they were just about taking 
him prisoner.”

“  We are possessed,” concluded William, laughing, 
“ and see that scoundrel everywhere. We must not 
give way to such weakness.”

The rooms were now well filled, and as there were 
no more guests arriving the Prince offered his arm to 
Betty and led her through the palace to the terrace 
overlooking the Bay, where there was a glorious view. 
Facing them in the distance twinkled the lights of all 
the towns scattered along the shore—Portici, Resina, 
Torre del Greco, Torre Annunziata, CasteNamara, 
Vicameta, Sorrento, Mana. It was like another burn- 
ing girdle of light, continuing the illuminations of 
the park and encircling all the Bay, above which 
glowed, like a colossal ruby, the fire of Vesuvius.

At a given signal electric lights were suddenly 
thrown on the sombre waves below the terrace, 
where boats were seen passing to and fro, filled with 
musicians, from whom arose strains of incomparable 
sweetness.

On every side arose exclamations of delight, and 
the guests looked on and listened in an ecstasy, which 
lasted until the host invited them to come and see his

2 8 4

various collections, already known to nearly everyone, 
but which he delighted to show again on the slightest 
excuse.

They passed through a regular suite of galleries 
bordered with glass cases, wherein the most diverse 
objects were arranged, till they reached at length 
a small study, the walls of which were completely 
covered with postage stamps, arranged in arabesques 
and many fanciful designs.

“  Behold the temple ! ” said the Prince to Betty.
Then he opened a costly piece of furniture, standing 

in the middle of the room, and took out a large album, 
composed of several hundred loose leaves of smooth 
parchment. It was the Stamp Collection.

“ This collection,” said the Prince in a loud voice 
that could be heard by all—for he deigned to act the 
showman himself—“ this collection is worth about a 
million and a half. It has cost me at least that. You 
see,” continued he, showing some of the pages, "what 
a number of stamps there are. I have some of the 
utmost rarity, with watermarks scarcely visible or 
reversed or absent altogether; in fact, perfectly 
unique specimens. But this is the pearl of my 
collection! ”

And he took out one sheet from the number, whereon 
was fixed, alone, resplendent, the golden Brahmapootra 
stamp, at which William and Betty gazed with an 
eagerness which we can well understand, and not 
without a sharp pang of envy.

“ But two copies of this'stamp exist,” continued 
the Prince—“ this one and one other, which is the 
property of Mr. Keniss here. But mine, if 1 may 
say so without discourtesy to my amiable compeer, is 
far the more valuable, since it has the undeniable 
superiority of being unused. Moreover, yesterday 
1 was offered twro hundred thousand francs for it."

At the mention of this sum a murmur passed through 
the crowd, and many envious eyes were turned in the 
direction of the little square of paper which repre
sented it.

The guests having admired the collection with more 
politeness than sincerity, the Prince left the study, 
followed by his little group of courtiers, saying—

“  Now you must see this matchless specimen in such 
proportions as will allow you to appreciate it.”

And there, at the end of a long gallery, was 
stretched a sheet, on which was thrown by a magic 
lantern a photograph of the famous stamp, enlarged 
a hundredfold.

“ How very interesting!” said William, “ lhave 
never seen anything like that. How do you manage 
it?”

“ Oh, nothing could be more simple,” returned the 
Prince; but you must only use photographs or reprints, 
or else risk the loss of the original, which is not often 
done. A copy of the stamp, then, is soaked in hot 
water for two hours; then a pane of glass, just warmed, 
is covered with a thin layer of turpentine; on this the 
stamp is carefully stuck, that it may adhere all over, 
and left to cool for two hours longer. After that time 
it is rubbed carefully with a wet finger, so as to rub 
off all the paper and leave on the turpentine only the 
thin film composing the picture. Then it is covered 
all over with a coating of transparent varnish, and 
there you have a positive, ready for use in the first 
available lantern.”

“  It is most ingenious,” said William.
“ Now I am going to show you the Brahmapootra 

stamp a third time and on a still larger scale,” said the 
Prince.

(To be continued.)

A  V E R Y  H A N D S O M E  P R E S E N T .
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, every stamp being different and genuine, and thus forming 

a choice collection in itself. ^3, post-free and registered.
S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s, L t d . ,  3 9 1 , S t r a n d , L o n d o n ,W .C .
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Notes from New YorK

New  Y ork C ity, O c to b e r, 1905 
Thk editor has asked me to write some chatty and 
reasonable things about the slate of the stamp business, 
and what is being done and said among collectors here. 
Unfortunately we are now at the end of the dull season, 
and business is only just starting up for the fall and 
winter.

Because of our long hot summers, when every one 
leaves town for as extended a period as possible, and 
we think of postage stamps only as “ sticky things'* 
to be let alone, the dealers have every year to face 
several months of dull business. It is a good time to 
get stock in shape and new stock books made up, but 
it has usually a depressing effect on the bank account. 
But the time has now come when collectors are drift
ing back to town, and they are never here long before 
they drop in at their favourite shops to talk over 
prospects and sample a few of the good things that 
have been gotten ready for them. It will take a few 
weeks yet for them to get settled down and resume 
their old-time interest and active buying. Mean
time, though we cannot report any startling business 
activity, we find conditions good and prospects very 
encouraging. The country at large is highly pros
perous, and crops are unusually large, and many lines 
of business more active than they have been for years. 
Every one says that “ money is easy,*’ and everywhere 
we hear anticipations of an active and prosperous 
season. Stamp dealers have as much reason as any 
one else to expect an increase of business. Collectors 
should find satisfaction in these prospects, for any 
improvement in trade always means a gain in the 
market value and stability of the stamps held by 
collectors. They may not have any intention of sell
ing, but it is always cheering to know that their 
investments are improving in value. Nothing is 
more certain than that good stamps always do grow 
more valuable as time goes on.
An Abundance of Auctions

The indications are that we shall have an abundance 
of auctions this winter. The various firms that hold 
stamp auctions report that considerable quantities of 
stamps are already in hand and arranged for sale, and 
more are in sight. There can be no doubt that the 
selling of stamps at auction is as firmly established as 
any other form of business. If one has an extremely 
fine collection to sell he can probably get as much as or 
more outright from a dealer than he would realize at 
auction, but for small lots and collections of secondary 
importance, the auction seems to be the ideal means 
of sale. Dealers are not usually anxious to purchase 
any but the choice things, but there seems to be a 
never-failing supply of buyers at auction.
Ad Amusing Story

A fellow-collector recently told me a rather amusing 
story. One day an elderly lady of his acquaintance
called on him and said, “ Mr. I)---- , I hear you are
interested in collecting stamps, and 1 want to show 
you some which I recently bought. I paid the man 
two pounds for them and I think I have a great 
bargain, for many of them arc in the catalogue right 
next to stamps priced from ten to twenty pounds.” 
The lot was worth about 2s.
“ Unpaid Letter Stamps”

I wonder when the makers of catalogues will cease 
using the term “ Unpaid Letter Stamps” and adopt

the more correct phrase “ Postage Due Stamps.” It 
is not the le t t e r  that is unpaid, but the p o s ta g e . If we 
wish to retain the word “  unpaid,” then we should say, 
“ Unpaid Postage Stamps,” but that has an awkward 
sound. I do not think there is any universal rule 
governing the treatment of letters on which the 
postage is not prepaid, either wholly or in part, but 
in the United States the Post Office Department rules 
that a letter that has no stamps affixed shall be held at 
the office where it is posted, and the addressee notified 
to that effect, the letter being forwarded on receipt 
of the amount due for postage. On the other hand, a 
letter on which the postage is partly prepaid is for
warded with Postage Due stamps to the amount of the 
deficit attached to it. You see the point? Incidentally 
it may be remarked that when they are affixed at the 
office of posting these Due stamps help to carry the 
letter. Those who say they are not postage stamps 
will kindly note this fact and ponder on it.

Society Programmes
Thus far our local philatelic organizations have not 

announced their programmes of entertainments for 
the season. No doubt they will all soon arrange 
something of the kind for the benefit of their members. 
It has become a difficult matter to find interesting and 
new features for such programmes. There is a great 
lack of material for philatelic papers. So many 
countries have been so thoroughly studied and written 
up that there seem to be no new worlds to con
quer. The collector who is fortunate enough to dis
cover some new item of interest which he can place 
before his fellow-collectors is to be congratulated. 
But while we are waiting for new knowledge, we 
must not fail to be thankful for that we already have. 
Collectors of to-day have at their command a great 
amount of information which was lacking ten or 
fifteen years ago.

Our Catalogues
Our catalogues now are really condensed libraries. 

Some of the history and the details of the discoveries 
are lacking, but the details are there, tabulated and 
arranged in the most concise and serviceable form. 
Very few people realize what a mine of information 
lies between the covers of a catalogue, and what an 
amount of research and labour it represents, both in 
the getting together of the facts and in their arrange
ment.

Popularity of U.S. Stamps
The signs of the times point to a reversal of the 

popularity of United Stales stamps with collectors. 
A few of the wise ones have realized for years how 
scarce some varieties are, and how very difficult it is 
to obtain choice copies in many issues. Collectors at 
large have at last awakened to these facts, and now 
they are beginning an anxious search for the things 
which they find they are lacking. Messrs. Stanley 
Gibbons recently purchased one of the largest special
ized collections of United States stamps ever gotten 
together, and the heavy sales which have already been 
made from it show plainly that collectors appreciate 
such an opportunity to fill up their albums. The 
collection is so extensive, and is laid out on such 
extended lines, that there is enough to supply many 
collectors, and it will be some time before it begins to 
show thin spots.

J .  N. Luff.
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Our Letter from Greece
T here are many novelties! for philatelists in regard lo 
the stamps of Greece and those which the Revolution
ary Government of Crete has just issued.

Firstly, a royal decree has just been published in 
Greece with reference to the next Olympic Games, 
which are to be held in Athens next year. According 
to this decree, a special issue of commemorative 
stamps will appear, and they will be in use during
1906. The issue will consist of fourteen values, viz. 
1, a, 3, 5, 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, and 50 lepta; 1, 2, 3, and 5 
drachmas. These stamps, which are to be engraved 
and printed by Messrs. J. P. Segg and Co., 289-291, 
Regent Street, London, \\\, will bear copies of ancient 
works of Greek art, as follows s—

i and 2 lepta. Apollo throwing the discus, or quoit. 
Copy of a coin of 4 drachmas from the island of Cos, 
in the Archipelago, dating from the fifth century u.c. 
A tripod is near Apollo.

3 and 5 lepta. A jumper. Taken from a quoit as used 
of old.

jo  lepta. Victory seated on a n  amphora, or wine- 
jar, used in the games, and holding a caducous, or 
Mercury’s wand. Copied from a coin of the ancient 
town of Terrina.

2 0  and 50 lepta. Hercules carrying heaven on his 
shoulders and Atlas bringing him the golden apples 
of the Hesperides. Copied from a piece of ancient 
potter)’.

25 lepta, Hercules and Antaeus wrestling. Copied 
from a piece of ancient pottery.

30 lepta. Wrestlers. Taken from a bas-relief in 
marble.

40 lepta. The Genius of the Games, represented as 
an adult with wings, and holding a cock. Copied from 
a mirror of the fine epoch of Grecian art.

i, 2, and 3 drachmas. Runners. Copied from a 
piece of pottery.

5 drachmas. Three torch-bearers; the Goddess of 
Victory and priests celebrating the sacrifices of the 
Games, Copy of a piece of pottery of the fine days 
of Grecian art.

As to the island of Crete, the Revolutionary Govern
ment established at Therisson, a small village near the 
chief town of the island, Canee, or Hania in Greek, 
has had for some time the intention to establish a postal 
service in the district not occupied by the troops of 
the four Powers. It ordered a certain quantity of stamps 
bearing in the upper part the title of the Revolutionary 
Government, then the geographical map of Crete, and 
at the bottom the value of every stamp. A decree of 
30 August, 1905, which fixed the poslal service, an
nounced the appearance of these stamps ; but in place 
of the map of Crete there is a round seal representing 
Victory with wings, and below is the inscription, 
ENC02 I2 , which means “ Union." The stamps are in 
five values, and Victory appears in a different colour 
on every stamp.

5 lepta, green, Victory in red.
10 ,, red ,, green.
20 ,, ,, ,, blue.
50 ,, violet ,, green.

1 drachma, blue ,, red.
By the same decree the number of stamps issued is 

given as being 5400 stamps of every value. These 
stamps are square in form, and 29 mm. by 30 mm., and 
there are many types in the letters of the inscriptions 
and in the “ Victory” upon them. Besides this special 
issue, certain Cretan stamps of the issues still in circula
tion in the other island have been met with bearing a 
crown in a coloured surcharge. The stamps issued 
by the Revolutionary Government of Crete bear the 
following words in the upper part:—

ITPOSHPINH KTBEPNH2I2 
KPHTH2

TAX. TI1HP.

This in English is: “ The Provisional Government 
of Crete, Postal Service."

Pelia.

PH ILA T ELIC  SO CIETIES
Dundee Philatelic Society

P r e s id e n t :  M r. F .  D a v id
S e c r e t a r y  a n d  E x c h a n g e  Secretory ; 6 .  H . W h ita k e r .
T r e a s u r e r :  M r. P .  M c In to sh .

9, B ellefield  Avenue, Dundee, 
S e p te m b e r 30t h .

D e a r  S i r , —Many thanks for your notice in W e e k ly , 
several replies resulting. Am pleased to say the 
Dundee and District Philatelic Society is now formed, 
and although we have just under twenty members at 
start, hope to number at least fifty at finish of season. 
Think publicity of its existence will help to bring this 
about, and have already secured a brief notice in the 
local Press. Will send on programme as soon as 
arranged.—Yours sincerely,

G. H. W hitaker , S e c r e t a r y .

International Philatelic Union
H an . P r e s id e n t :  J u d g e  P h ilh r ic k , K .C .
S e c r e t a r y T .  H . H in to n , 2 6 ,  C ro m /o rd  R o a d ,  E a s t  P u tn e y ,  

L o n d o n , S .  W.
M e e t in g s  :  E s s e x  H a ll,  E s s e x  S t r e e t .  L o n d o n , W .C .
A n n u a l S u b s c r ip t io n  ;  5 s . ; Entrance F e s , 2 s .  6 d .

Programme for Season 1905-6
'90s

Oct. 9. Monday.—7.30 p.m. Social Evening and 
Smoking Concert, Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet 
Street.

Nov. 8. 7.30 p.m. Lantern Display at Essex Hall.
Dec. 13. 8 p.m. Display : Cyprus, Gibraltar, Malta, 

iqc6 with Notes. Mr. J. E. Heginbottom, B .A . 
Jan. 10. 8 p.m. Display: India and Ceylon, with 

Notes. Mr. j. E. Heginbottom, B.A.

Feb. 14. 8 p.m. Display: Fiscals. Mr. W. Schwa- 
bacher.

Mar. 14. 8 p.m. Display. Mr. J. C. Sidebotham. 
April 11. 8 p.m. Display with Notes: Japan Tele

graphs and Fiscals. Mr. L. W. Fulcher. 
May 9. 7.30 p.m. Annual Genera) Meeting and 

Display. Mr. H. L. Hayman.
Leeds Philatelic Society.

P r e s id e n t :  E .  E g ly ,  A r n c lif f s  R o a d , W e st P a r k ,  L ee d s . 
Secretary .* C h a r le s  W . H a r d in g ,  1 3 9 ,  B e lle  V ue R o a d , Lteils- 
M e e t in g s  :  L e e d s  I n s t i t u t e ,  C o o k r id g e  S t r e e t ,  L e e d s .
A n n u a l S u b s c r i p t i o n 5 $ .; E n t r a n t s  F e e ,  2 a .  6 d .

Syllabus, 1905-6

Oct.
Nov.
Nov.

Dec.

Dec,

Jan?
Jan.
Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Philatelic Gathering.
Display of South African Stamps.
Display of British North American Stamps. 
Display of Stamps of British Guiana from 
i860, with Notes. By Mr. J. H. Thackrah. 
Display of Used Ceylon Stamps, with Notes. 
By Mr. E. Heginbottom, B .A . ,  of Rochdale. 
Paper by Mr. E. Egly, “ The Universal 
Postal Union : Its History and Progress." 
Display of European Stamps.
Display of United States Stamps.
Paper by Mr. Fred J. Melville {President 
of the Junior Philatelic Society, London). 
“ The Bordeaux Issue of France, 1870.' 
By Mr. F. A. Padgett.
Display of Used Indian Stamps, with Notes. 
By Mr. E. Heginbottom, B .A .,  of Rochdale 
Display of Seychelles Stamps, with Notes. 
By Mr. Charles W. Harding.
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April 3. Display of South Australian Stamps, with 

Notes. By Mr. H. Wade.
April 24. Paper by Mr. W. D. Roebuck, F.L.S.
May 1. Annual Meeting-.

The Meetings commence at 7.30 p.m., the Papers 
(if any) being taken at 8 p.m.

Leicester Philatelic Society
T h e  first meeting of this Society will be held at 
Winn's Cafe, on Wednesday, 1 November, at 8 p.m., 
and any Leicester stamp collectors who may not have 
received a special invitation will be heartily welcomed. 

S e c r e ta r ie s  p r o  t e m . :
J. H. G o d d a r d , 4, Church Avenue. 
J. G. B o u l t o n , 25, Castle Street.
T. B. W id d o w so .v , i6,Stretton Road.

Liverpool Philatelic Society*
P r e s id e n t :  H e r b e r t  W oo ds.
S e c r e t a r y :  W . H a lfp e n n y , 2 8 ,  D a c e y  S t r e e t ,  L iv e rp o o l.  
M e e t in g s :  A n g e l  H o tel, D a le  S t r e e t ,  L iv e r p o o l. 7  p .m .

T h e  second meeting of the session took place on 
Monday evening, 9 October, at the Society's head
quarters, the Angel Hotel, Dale Street, Liverpool.

There was a capital attendance (some twenty-five 
members); and after the usual business had been 
transacted, including the election of eight new appli
cants for membership, a paper on the “ Stamps of 
Cyprus" was read by Mr. A. S. Allender.

The subject was handled in a very capable manner, 
the lecturer first giving a short summary of the 
history of the island, and then dealing fully with its 
postal issues, etc., upon which he brought forward 
many interesting points.

A fine show of the stamps of Cyprus and Norway 
was made by the members, and it called forth consider
able admiration.

The usual votes of thanks were given, after which 
the exhibits were criticized and judged for the 
Society’s Annual Competition, which is one of the 
most interesting features of the session.
S y l l a b u s  f o r  1 9 0 5 - 6

Sept. 25. Discussion, “  How to increase the Member
ship." Opened by A. XJoffatt. Display 
of British South Africa and Persia.

Oct. 9. Paper on “  Cyprus.” A. S. Allender.
Display of Cyprus and Norway.

Oct. 23. Paper on “ Dominica'' (B.W.I.). J. G.
Cuthbertson. Display of Dominica and 
Cuba.

Nov. 6. Display of Roumania. W. Doming Beck- 
ton, Pres. Manchester Philatelic Society. 

Nov. 20. Discussion, “ Collecting as a Hobby.” 
Opened by J. Hughes. Display of British 
Bechuanaland and Panama.

Dec. 4. Paper on “ Saxony.” C. N. B. Crowther.
Display of Saxony and Ceylon.

Dec. 18. Discussion, “ Collecting as an Investment.” 
Opened by W. C. Taylor. Display of 

1906 United States of America.
Jan. 8. Paper on “ Canada.” G. Burrow. Dis

play of Canada and Sweden.
Jan. 22. Lantern Display, Minor Varieties. J. H. 

M. Savage.
Feb. 5. Paper on “ Great Britain.” J. J. Bernstein. 

Display of Great Britain.
Feb. 19, Sale. Display of Seychelles and British 

Guiana.
Mar. 5. Paper on “ Sarawak.” II. Woods. Dis

play of Sarawak and Belgium.
Mar. 19, Paper on “ Some Old Post Office Regula

tions.” A. F helps. Display of St. Vincent 
and South Nigeria.

April 2. Discussion, “  Specialism ” (opened by C. S.
Milner) v .  “ General” (opened by J. A. 
Gordon). Display for Special Prize.

April 23. Annual Meeting.
May 7. Display of King's Heads.

Scottish Philatelic Society
P r e s id e n t :  J o h n  W a lk er.
S e c r e t a r y :  R . W . F in d la t e r ,  3 0 ,  B u c k in g h a m  T er r a c e , E d in b u r g h .  
M e e tin g s  :  E d in b u r g h .  M o n th ly  :  8  p .m .
A n n u a l S u b s c r ip t io n  :  Q rd. S t - :  C o r. 2 s .  6 d .

T he annual general meeting of the above Society 
was held at 26, Frederick Street, Edinburgh, on 
Monday, 9 October, 1905, at 8 p.m.

Present: Messrs. J. Walker, Andrew Henderson, 
James Baxter, N. M. Berrie, R. Kerr, James Pursell, 
J. Humphries, F. Chalmers, J. P. Mackenzie, Alex. 
Miller, and R. W. Findlater.

The President took the chair. The minutes of the 
meeting held on Monday, 10 April, 1905, were read 
and approved. The Secretary gave a short report o f  
the progress made by the Society during the past 
session, stating that a great improvement had been 
made in every branch of the Society’s work.

The following office-bearers were elected for the 
session 1905-6:—President: Mr. J. Walker. Vice- 
President: Mr. Andrew Henderson. Committee: 
Messrs. N. M. Berrie, J . MacGregor, w.s., W. Morri
son, and James Pursell; Hon. Sec. and Treasurer, 
R. W. Findlater.

It was arranged to hold the following meetings and 
displays during the session :—

1 9 0 5
Nov. 13. Grenada. By J. MacGregor, w.s.
Dec. it. Great Britain. By Mr. R. Kerr.

1 9 0 6
Jan. 8. Australasia. By Mr. Baxter and Mr. W. 

Bonnar.
Feb. 12. Scandinavia. By Mr. N. M. Berrie and 

Mr. J .  Walker.
Mar. 12. Paper. By Mr. T. A. MTntyre.
April 9. General Display.
May 14. Social.

T h e Junior Philatelic Society
P r e s id e n t :  F r e d  J - M e lv ille .
S e c r e t a r y :  H . f .  Jo h n s o n , 4 ,  P o r t la n d  P la c e  N o r th , C la p h a m  

R o a d , S .  W .
M e e tin g s  :  E x e t e r  H a ll, S t r a n d ,  W .C .
A n n u a l S u b s c r ip t io n  ;  Is .  $ d .

W e st H a r t le p o o l B r a n c h
O n  Wednesday, n October, 1905, a meeting was 
held at the residence of Mr. M. H. Horsley, Green- 
bank, West Hartlepool, to consider the formation of 
a local branch of the Junior Philatelic Society. 
Amongst those present were Messrs. M. H. Horsley 
(who occupied the chair), S. Horsley, Jas. Wilson, 
Geo. Sarginson, Thos. Thompson, E. J. Chiverton,
H. T. James, M. Lamb, and C. B. Cooper.

Mr. M. H. Horsley carefully explained the objects 
of the meeting, stating that letters of apology had 
been received from Canon Cosgrave, b .  d . .  Rev. 
W. W. Morrison, M.A., Geo. Pvman, jun., and 
Councillor J. E. Robson, Hartlepool, who all expressed 
their hearty wishes for the success of a local branch. 
The benefits of joining the Junior Philatelic Society 
were put forward, and it was resolved to form a local 
branch. Mr. M. H. Horsley was elected Local 
President; Canon Cosgrave, B.o., and O. K. Trech- 
mann. Local Vice-Presidents; II. T. James, Local 
Hon. Secretary; Geo. Sarginson and Thos. Thompson 
to act with the above to form a Committee.

The President announced that he would be very 
pleased to give a paper on Colonial Stamps and show 
his collection of the same, and he had no doubt that 
Mr. Trcchmann would also given paper and an ex
hibition. Mr. James also staled that he would give a 
paper on stamp collecting, and, in conjunction with 
the President, an exhibition of British stamps. It was 
decided to hold meetings at regular intervals. Stamp 
collectors residing in or near West Hartlepool are 
invited to send for particulars of membership in the 
Junior Philatelic Society. Address the Local Hon. 
Secretary, care of Mr. M. H. Horsley, j.P.,Greenbank, 
West Hartlepool.
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AN SW ERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
The Editor regrets that he has no time fo r direct correspondence. Ail letters requiring a reply will be dealt with 

under the head o f “ Answers to Correspondents."
J. E. N. (Huddersfield).—Paid Ship Letter stamps or 

postmarks have never been accorded catalogue rank. 
They are interesting, yet can hardly be classed as 
stamps*

H. A. S. (Oxford).—Yes. In your place we should 
certainly have no hesitation in putting fiscally used 
British South Africa ^5 and ;£io in our collection. 
Even if we had more money than wc knew what to do 
with, we should scarcely be tempted to pay for copies 
of these high values with their very remote relation 
to postal requirements, and should probably l)e still 
content with fiscally used copies as samples.

D. A. B. (Manchester).—As G .  S .  I V . is for beginners 
we do not notice or discuss minor varieties, but we 
have forwarded your interesting note to Major Evans, 
Editor of the M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

R. F. (Eastleigh).—The China stamp surcharged 
“ B. R.A." (British Railway Administration) is not a 
postage stamp. We can, therefore, say nothing as to 
its value.

Goldings (Hatfield)—We have heard “ philately” 
pronounced “  file-a-tely," as though it had something 
to do with the manufacture of f i le s . The accepted 
pronunciations are—phtl-a-tely, phtl-a-tel-ist, phtl-A- 
tel-ic.

0 . J. P. (Hammersmith).—G . S .  I V . .  being devoted to 
the interests of beginners, does not chronicle or 
discuss specialist varieties, such as broken letters, but 
we have posted your letter on to our confrere, Major 
Evans, Editor of the M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .  But we may 
say that even as specialists, in our Jekyll-and-Hyde 
existence, we let broken letters slide ; they arc not 
genuine varieties, and if they were all chronicled 
Gibbons' Catalogue would run into somewhere about 
fifty volumes.

Derby and A. P. G.—See replies above to D. A. B. 
and O. J. P.

OUR PH ILATELIC
OCTOBER, 1905
3 6  &  2 7 .  A u c t i o n  :  V e n t o m ,  B u l l ,  a n d  C o o p e r ,  L o u d o u n  H o t e l ,  

S u r r e y  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n .  5  p .m .

2 7 .  M a n c h e s t e r  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y :  P a p e r — C h i l l  f r o m  1 8 9 7 ,  
R .  A l b r e c h t .

3 1 .  A u c t i o n  :  G l e n d i n i n g  a n d  C o . ,  7 ,  A r g y l l  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n .
4 . 3 0  p .m .

N O VEM BER, 1905
x .  A u c t i o n : G l e n d i n i n g  a n d  C o . ,  7 ,  A r g y l l  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n .

4 . 3 0  p .m .

2  &  3 .  A u c t i o n :  P l u m r i d g e  a n d  C o . ,  6 4 ,  C h a n c e r y  L a n e ,  
L o n d o n .  4 . 4 5 p . m .

3 .  M a n c h e s t e r  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y :  E l e m e n t a r y  D i s c u s s i o n —
B a h a m a s  a n d  B e r m u d a ,  o p e n e d  b y  J .  H .  A b b o t t .

4 .  J u n i o r  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y :  A u c t i o n  S a l e ;  5 . 3 0 p . m .  D i s -
p l a y — G r e a t  B r i t a i n  ;  J .  S .  H i g g i n s ,  j u n . ;  8  p . m .  T w o  
d i p l o m a s  w i l l  b e  a w a r d e d  f o r  t h e  b e s e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  
G r e a t  B r i t a i n  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  E x a m i n i n g  C o m m i t t e e  
b y  m e m b e r s ,  ( « )  o v e r  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  o f  a g e  ;  {6)  u n d e r  
t w e n t y - o n e .

6 . L i v e r p o o l  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  : W .  D .  B e c k t o n .  D i s p l a y —  
R o u m a n i a .

R. A. D.—Inverted watermarks are of no value, and 
we do not know of even a specialist who pays any 
attention to them. No, there is no charge for this 
valuable information, nor for any replies under the 
head of “ Answers to Correspondents.” All we ask 
in return is that you collar the next chap you meet 
and get him to subscribe to G .  S .  I V .

H. T. H. (Hitchin).—We do not insert notices of 
Exchange Clubs, and do not remember inserting a 
notice of one at Lincoln.

J. C. M. (London).—We do not know of any 2 c. 
on half of one penny, red, British Honduras used 
postally. It would not be quoted in Gibbons unless 
it was officially issued. You had better write the firm 
direct if you have any conclusive evidence of issue to 
offer. 2  c. on id., rose, of 1888, is well known, but 
on half of one penny is a rather suspicious item.

A. H. (Dublin).—Your descriptions of the stamps you 
inquire about are not sufficient for identification. For 
instance “ 1874. New South Walesv perf. 6d.” This 
would come under Gibbons’ Catalogue classification of 
1871-83, under which head there are several varieties 
of the 6d. in colour and perforation. You had better 
ask a local stamp collector. As a matter of fact, we 
do not undertake the valuation of stamps, as you will 
see by the notice inserted nearly every week under 
the head of “ Editorial Notes.”

F. A. B. (Oxford).—We will put your letter in our 
pocket, and bring up the question when next we call 
on the firm named.

W. E. O. (Broughty Ferry).—A Great Britain stamp 
postmarked in South Africa may be interesting as a 
souvenir, but it has no philatelic value.

W. P. D. (Dartmouth).—The Great Britain King's 
Head 5s., which fetched £ 2 1 ,  was an Official, i .e . sur
charged I .R .  O F F IC IA L .

D IARY
7 .  L e e d s  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y  : D i s p l a y —  B r i t i s h  N o r t h  A m e r ic a .

7  &  8 .  A u c t i o n  :  P u t t t c k  a n d  S i m p s o n ,  4 7 ,  L e i c e s t e r  S q u a r e ,
L o n d o n ,  W . C .  4 . 3 0  p . m .

8 .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P h i l a t e l i c  U n i o n  :  L a n t e r n  D i s p l a y .

9  &  1 0 .  A u c t i o n :  V e n t o m ,  B u l l ,  a n d  C o o p e r ,  L o u d o u n  H o t e l,  
S u r r e y  S t r e e t ,  S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n .  5  p .m .

1 0 .  L o n d o n  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y :  M r .  L .  L .  R .  H a u s b u r g .  A  
P a p e r  e n t i t l e d  “  P h i l a t e l i c  R e s e a r c h e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a , "  
i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  i m p r e s s i o n s  f r o m  d i e s  a n d  p l a t e s ,  a o d  
p u l l s  f r o m  p e r f o r a t i n g  a n d  r o u l e t t i n g  m a c h i n e s .

M a n c h e s t e r  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y :  D i s p l a y  o f  U . S . A . ,  w ith  
n o t e s  b y  W .  W .  M u n n .

1 4  &  1 5 .  A u c t i o n :  G l e n d i n i n g  a n d  C o . ,  7 ,  A r g y l l  S t r e e t ,  
L o n d o n .  4 . 3 0  p .m .

1 5 .  E n t e r p r i s e  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y :  G e n e r a l  D i s p l a y  b y  M e m 
b e r s .  B r i t i s h  C o l o n i a l  K i n g ’s  H e a d s .  D i s p l a y  w ith  
N o t e s — B a r b a d o s .  E .  H e g i n b o t t o m ,  b . a . ,  w it h  D is p la y  
o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  F o r g e r i e s ,  R e p r i n t s ,  a n d  
B o g u s  I s s u e s ,  w i t h  N o t e s  b y  t h e  H o n .  C o u n t e r fe i t  
D e t e c t o r .  G e n e r a l  S a l e  a n d  E x c h a n g e .

1 6  &  1 7 .  A u c t i o n :  P l u m r i d g e  a n d  C o . ,  6 4 ,  C h a n c e r y *  L a n e , 
L o n d o n .  4 .4 5  p .m .

1 7 .  M a n c h e s t e r  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y : E l e m e n t a r y  D is c u s s io n —  
D o m i n i c a  a n d  J a m a i c a ,  o p e n e d  b y  J .  S .  G e e .

E d i t o r ia l  A d d re s s —E dward J. N a n k i y e i l , Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W . B rbndom  & So*, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s , Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
2 8  O c t o b e r ,  19 0 5 .
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF TH E W O RLD
By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
Baden

Wurtemberg, but there was a time in the of a burdensome war indemnity. It had 
early part of the nineteenth century when to remodel its army on Prussian lines and 
it played the part of a not unimportant join the North German Federation. In 
pawn on the European chessboard. In- the Franco-German W ar its troops fought 
deed, in the war between Prussia and on the German side, and it became in due 
Austria, little Baden had the temerity to time a part of the new German Empire.
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Its  Philatelic History
In tracing its philatelic history Mr. 

Westoby, in his Adhesive Postage Stamps 
o f Europe, says :—

The postal administration of the Grand Duchy of 
Baden was formerly in the hands of the House of 
Thurn and Taxis; but the wars of the French Revo
lution, followed by those of the first Empire, so dis
located the service that Baden, in common with some 
of the other German States, withdrew from the Thurn 
and Taxis monopoly and established an independent 
postal administration. Since December 31st, 1871, the 
separate administration of Baden has ceased to exist, 
and the Post Office is now under the control of the 
general postal administration of the German Empire.

1851. The first issue consisted of four 
values printed in black on coloured papers. 
The design was made up of a large central 
numeral of value enclosed in a circle. In 
an outer frame at the top was the word 
ba d en  in German capitals ; at the foot, 
f r e im a r k e  ; on the left, d e u t s c h : o est r  : 
p o s t v e r e in  (“ German-Austrian Postal 
Union” ) ;  and on the right, v e r t r a g  v . 
6 Ap r il , 1850 (“  Convention of 6 April, 
1850 ” ) ; all in very small German type. 
The stamps were imperforate. Unused 
copies are very scarce.

Im p e rfo ra te .

1 kr., black on buff paper . .
3 kr. ,, yellow paper .
6 kr. ,, green paper .
9 kr. ,, lilac-rose paper

Unused. Used.
s. d . s. d .
60 0 3 6
60 0 0 1
— 0 6
— 0 2

1854-8. Three values. Same design, 
but colours changed. The 1 kr. printed 
on white paper instead of on buff, the 
3 kr. on green paper instead of yellow, 
and the 6 kr. on orange paper instead of 
green. Imperforate.

Im p e rfo ra te .
1 kr. black on white paper . 
3 »* 1, green paper .
6 ,, ,, orange paper.

Unused, 
f. d .

>5 °  
25 o 
50 o

Used. 
s. d .  

0 3 o 1 
o 2

1860-3. Four values. Design changed 
to the Arms of the Duchy enclosed in a 
square frame, with b a d en  in bold 
ordinary type on the top, value at the 
foot, f r e im a r k e  on the left, and p o st 
v e r e in  on the right. All were printed 
in colour on white paper, and were 
perforated.

P e rfo ra te d .
Unused.
s. d .

Used. 
s . d.

1 kr. black . . 10 0 0 6
3 kr. blue ♦ 5 0 0 6
6 kr., orange. . 9 0 1 0
6 kr.t blue ♦ 5 0 2 0
9 kr., rose . 7 6 3 0
9 kr.t brown . . 6 0 1 6

1862-4. Six values, two higher values, 
18 kr. and 30 kr., being added. Design 
as before, but with the shaded background 
of the Arms removed, thus throwing up 
the Arms more clearly on a white back
ground. Perforated.

P e rfo ra te d . Unused.
s. d .

Used. 
s. d .

I kr., black . . 2 O 0  3
3 kr., rose . 4 0 0 1
6 kr., blue . 0 2 0 4
9 kr., brown . ♦ 0 3 0 5

18 kr., green . . 25 0 12 0
30 kr., orange . . 0 9 ‘S 0

1868. Three values. Design as before, 
slightly modified, the word k r e u z e r  in 
the bottom label being contracted to kr. 
A 7 kr. was introduced as a new value, 
and the 1 kr. and 3 kr. plates being worn, 
new plates were made of the modified 
design. There being little demand for 
the 18 kr., that value was dropped, and 
the stock in hand of the 6 kr., 9 kr., and 
30 kr. being sufficient, those values were 
not included in the modified design. Per
forated.

P e rfo ra te d . Unused. Used. 
s . d . s . d.

1 kr., green ,  0 1 0 1
3 kr., rose . 0 l 0 1
7 kr., blue • 0 3 0 6

{To be continued.)

T L E A S E  NOTE
The Trices qooted in the foregoing article are taken pom  oar publishers’ latest Catalogue, and are, 
therefore, the Trices at Which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, Wilt have pleasure in supplying any of the 
stamps that map be needed bp anp of our readers•
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REM AINDERS AND ERRORS
By REV. T. C. WALTON, M.A.

(1C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  278.)
Errors
XTO invention of man has ever reached 

 ̂ '  absolute perfection. Postage stamps 
are in no way an exception to the rule. 
Mistakes will occur even in the best- 
regulated of worlds. In the stamp world 
we find mistakes in colour, printing, paper, 
watermark, and inscriptions of value. 
Many have been mistakes pure and simple. 
Not a few, we regret to add, have been 
manufactured by impoverished Govern
ments for the sake of bringing grist to 
the exchequer mill. The reason is not 
hard to seek. Stamps with errors of 
whatever kind are, as a rule, much rarer 
than the same stamps without the error. 
Consequently they are much sought after 
by collectors. Is it then to be wondered 
at that a Government of doubtful morals 
sets to work to supply the demand by 
creating errors for the special consump
tion of collectors? We proceed to enumer
ate the main classes of “  Errors.”
1. Errors in Colour

The wood-block triangular Cape of 
Good Hope One Penny, blue instead of 
red, and Four Pence, red instead of blue, 
are the best-known examples of this. 
Here is the story. In 1861 the stock of 
One Penny and Four Pence stamps be
came exhausted. The plates from which 
these stamps were printed were in England. 
A Cape Town firm was therefore com
missioned to prepare a provisional issue 
for use until a fresh supply could be re
ceived from England. A steel die for 
each value was engraved, and sixty-four 
impressions of each of these engraved 
dies were taken and cemented on to a 
wood block to form the printing plate for 
each value. By some means one of the 
impressions of the id. stamp was placed 
among those of the 4d., and vice versa. 
After about 200 sheets of the Penny 
values were printed off in red it was dis
covered that a 4d. stamp in red figured 
amongst them. Some 380 sheets o f the 
4d. stamp also showed on each sheet a

Penny stamp in blue. These “ errors”  
are very rare. The id ., blue, is valued at 
about £ 5 0  used. The 4d., red, is worth 
about ^40.

The 1872-5 issue of France furnishes 
us with another example. By an accident 
one of the moulds of the 15 centimes 
value got into the 10 centimes plate, and 
consequently the 15 centimes appeared in 
the colour of the 10 centimes, viz. bistre 
on rose. This “ error”  is catalogued at 
£ .1$  unused.

A similar “  error ”  is seen in the 5 bani 
of Roumania, 1876-8. This stamp, instead 
of being yellow-bistre in colour, appeared 
in the blue of the 10 bani. So great was 
the demand for this “  error ”  by collectors 
that the Roumanian Government are said 
to have reprinted whole sheets of 5 bani 
containing this error of colour. The shade 
of the reprint was darker than that of the 
original error.

2. Inverted Centres
Stamps printed in two or more colours 

are very liable to “  errors,”  for they have 
to be passed more than once through the 
printing press. I f  part of the design has 
already been printed and the sheet is 
then put in the wrong way, the result is 
that the remaining portion of the design 
appears upside down. This occurred in 
the case of the first 4 annas, India, 
showing the head o f Queen Victoria in 
blue within a red frame. In its normal 
condition the stamp is catalogued at 
from 7s. 6d. to 25s. used. The “ in
verted centre ”  is extremely rare and 
would probably fetch at least £  120.

Other examples of inverted centres are 
seen in the 12 cuartos issue of Spain, 
blue and rose, 1865, perf. and imperf. 
The normal imperforate stamp is cata
logued at gd., whereas the “ error” 
figures at £ y  used. The 25 mils, de 
escudo of the 1867 issue is also found 
with “ inverted frame.”  Here again the 
error changes the market value from is. 
to ^ 15 0 . The 15 and 24 cents, United 
States issue of 1869, are found with
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the centre inverted, while the 30 cents 
presents some specimens with the flags 
inverted. These errors, due to the care
lessness of printers, have in all cases 
increased the value from a few shillings 
to a good many pounds.
3. Tete-beche

When two stamps are printed upside 
down the one to the other, owing to the 
misplacement of impressions on the plate, 
the result is known as tete-beche. E x
amples may be found in the 1862-3 issues 
of Roumania and in the 1870-3 issues of 
France.
4. Paper

Sometimes it happens that stamps are 
printed on paper watermarked with a 
number or -value corresponding to the 
face value of the stamp. Printing stamps 
of one value on paper meant for another 
leads to “ errors.”  New South Wales 
has many examples of them. Penny 
stamps appear on paper watermarked 2, 
6d. stamps on paper watermarked 12, etc.

South Australian stamps of 1871 appear 
on paper watermarked for Victorian 
issues.
6. Perforations

Stamps that should have been issued 
perforated have at times appeared un
perforated.
6. Inscriptions

“ Errors”  due to faulty inscriptions 
are fairly numerous. Every collector 
knows of the “ W akitipu”  error, which 
appeared in the first printing of New 
Zealand stamps showing a view of Lake 
Wakatipu.

The first issue of Modena were all 
printed from the same die, and the value 
was afterwards inserted at the foot of the 
stamp with printer’s type. This led to 
many curious errors. The letters in the 
word “ cent” present all kinds of com

binations—CNET 5, CCNT 3, CETN 5, etc. 
In 1902 the German 3 pfennige, brown, 
appeared with the inscription dfutches 
r eic h  instead of d e u t sc h e s  r e ic h .

7. Surcharges
There is quite a large crop of errors 

in surcharges. The greatest rarity of 
this kind is the 15 centesimi stamp of 
1863, Italian issue, converted by surcharge 
into a 20 centesimi value in 1865, with 
the surcharge printed upside down. The 
stamp with the surcharge printed the 
right way up is among the commonest 
of stamps. Only one specimen of the 
error is known.

Another rare error is to be found among 
the Transvaal stamps of 1877. This was 
the time of the first British occupation, 
and the stamps were surcharged “ V.R. 
Transvaal.”  A few copies of the id., red 
on blue, were inscribed “ T ransvral” in
stead of “ Transvaal.”

In 1902 the 2 Jd., blue and ultramarine, of 
Malta were surcharged with the inscrip
tion “ One Penny.”  Some of these sur
charged stamps have been found with the 
error “ One Pnney.”  The ordinary sur
charged stamp used is catalogued at 3d., 
whereas the “  error ”  is priced at 7s. 6d.

Such are a few of the “ errors” that 
have been found. Their number is legion, 
but want of space and the fear of weary
ing my readers forbid my dwelling any 
longer on these examples of the frailty of 
man. The reader who, like Dickens’s 
immortal Oliver Twist, seeks for more, 
has only to open his catalogue at the 
Orange River Colony issues and see there 
columns of “  errors ”  caused by omissions, 
no stops, raised stops, thick letters, wide 
spacings, small figures, double surcharges, 
etc. “ To err is human,”  says the old 
adage. I can only add that some printers 
of stamps seem to have inherited or im
bibed a double portion of this human 
failing.

BR ITIS H  A F R IC A  PO STAG E S T A M P  ALBUM .
Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa has caused great attention to be drawn to the stamps of the 

British Possessions on that continent, and to the enormous increase in the number of collectors that has ensued 
from the issue of the War Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time At 
which to place before the public a new and very complete Album, designed for the British Possessions, etc., on 
the African Continent. The Album is designed upon the well-known plan of the Imperial Albums—the stamps 
in numbered spaces of the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the description, full particulars, and 
illustrations on the opposite page. In order to make this a p e r m a n e n t  Album we nave provided from one to 
four blank pages a f t e r  e a ch  c o u n t r y , thus making the Album available for the issues of many years to come. 
320 pages. Size, 8f x 1i£ inches. Post-free in Great Britain, 10s. “j< L

S t a n le y  G ibbons, L t d . ,  391, S tra n d , Lon d on , W .C *
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THE GUM QUESTION
A F R A G M E N T  FO U N D  N E A R  C O L N E Y  H ATCH

n r  HE collection of postage stamps has 
1  now become so serious and so ex

tended a pastime that it is time to call a 
halt to the craze for gum—original gum. 
Collectors who insist upon a mint speci
men must look this question squarely in 
the face, and determine whether they 
will modify their standard or probably 
lack for ever completeness in their col
lections.

If an uncancelled North Borneo must 
have original gum, then a cancelled (or, 
more probably, obliterated) specimen, 
which is usually found with full original 
gum, is defective, and must be discarded 
for one which has no gum. This, of 
course, can easily be circumvented by 
soaking the stamp : you, the owner, re
move the gum, then why should not you, 
the owner, put on the gum to an unused 
specimen ? If it is permissible to do the 
one thing, why is it not equally fair to do 
the other? Sauce for the goose, etc.

It has been my personal pleasure, within 
the past year, to bring to my way of 
thinking no less than three of my largest 
clients. The result is that they are 
getting more satisfaction out of their 
collections than ever before, and the 
spaces are gradually filling up with bright, 
clean, unused specimens without the 
original or any other kind of gum.

I should like to know which specimen 
is the most attractive to look at in the 
case of the early Roumanians, the per
forated Wurtembergs and the numerous 
stamps that are found on thin to pelure 
paper, the gummed or the ungummed. 
I do not wish to be understood as main
taining that the gum is not a great 
addition to certain stamps which are 
amenable to the crooked work of the 
“  washer,” e.g. Bahamas, United States, 
Colombia, etc. Cases like these require

the evidence of original gum as proof 
of their uncancelled condition; but all 
stamps—oh, no ! Many magnificent speci
mens have come under notice where the 
gum has cracked them so that they present 
nothing but a wrinkled m ass; remove the 
gum and the specimen is bright, clean, 
and, above all, it lies flat before you to 
admire. It is my opinion that this gum 
question has been carried ad absurdum, 
and collectors will pay dearly for its 
practice. Fine old Australians are being 
turned down— “ no gu m ” —only to be 
bought by some knowing one who sees 
in the future the return of collectors to 
their senses. These few lines have come 
to my pen from seeing a very beautiful 
collection of Australians, many of the 
choicest specimens being without gum— 
nice bright, clear copies, and a credit to 
any collection. The owner says, “  I take 
specimens as 1 find them, gum or no 
gum ; all 1 ask is that they be well per
forated and in a perfect condition.”  He 
asked me, “  How many ^ 5  English do 
you find without a gum crack ? ”  I was 
obliged to admit his argument.

This gum disease has even permeated 
the brain of the schoolboy. Not long 
ago a little chap — certainly not over 
twelve years old—came into our office 
and announced that he wanted “  two 
shillings’ worth of unused stamps, all 
perfectly centred, and all with original 
gum , please ! ”  Y e gods ! If at twelve, 
what will his arguments be at forty-five, 
when Sydney Views are worth more than 
diamonds, and premieres gravures their 
weight in radium? N o ! Let us hark 
back to the good old d a y s ; let us pick 
out nice clean copies of uncancelled stamps, 
and let the gum question go to that de
lightful region where snow is not, and 
the apple trees blossom in December.

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  COLLECTING. By M ajor E. B . E V A N S .
The youngs collector is frequently perplexed by the meaning of the various terms used in stamp collecting, 

and the fullest explanations of these will be found in this book. 2s. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly 
bound in Cloth.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  39s, S tra n d , Lon d on , W . C .
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W H A T STAM PS TO BUY
By ONE WHO KNOWS
W hat is Selling

T FOUND in my last stamp hunt in the 
1  Strand that the one predominant de
mand was for single C A ’s. It was all 
the same wherever I went—the pages 
that were cleared out were single C A ’s. 
“ We can’t keep them filled,”  said one 
dealer. “  As fast as we put them out 
they go .”  In another establishment a 
fellow-dealer called to know if he could 
have certain single C A ’s. The dealer 
opened his book. “ That’s all I ’ve got, 
sonny; and if you want ’em you had 
better be quick.” “ All right,”  said the 
caller, “  I ’ll probably be in to-morrow 
morning.”  “ Can’t keep ’em for you,” 
said the holder. “  If you leave them 
you will have to take your chance.”  And 
so the game goes on. Everywhere single 
C A’s are on the rise. So if you have 
any gaps to fill, don’t delay. I had to 
pay 8d. for a 2^d. Gambia that I had 
overlooked.

H ow about M ultiples?

Now that the chalk-surfaced paper is 
coming into use, collectors and dealers 
are asking, “  How will multiples on ordi
nary paper stand ? Will they rise like 
the superseded single C A ’s ? ”  Person
ally, I think not, for I find a pretty 
general feeling spreading amongst collec
tors in favour of leaving such a variety 
to the advanced specialist. Therefore I 
don’t think there is any need to get 
frightened about multiples, for you see 
the general collector will not bother 
whether his copy of the needed multiple 
is on ordinary or chalk-surfaced paper ; 
hence there will be no rush for the ordi
nary paper, and as a consequence multi
ples will keep to ordinary new issue rates.

Buy British South Africa, F irst Issue

If you want a safe investment, buy 
British South Africa, first issue. They 
should be good, for many of them are 
surprisingly low in price, and I find that 
few dealers have much in the way of

stock df these early stamps ; and when I 
commented on the poverty-stricken cha
racter of one dealer's stock book, he said, 
“ They are getting scarce; in fact, I 
scarcely know where I can go to replenish 
my stock, and, as you see, I haven’t got 
many. ”  Here is the range o f prices from 
1896 :—

1896 97 '99 00 ’os *03 '04 '05
Issue o f  1891 s . d .  s . d .  s . d .  s .  d .  s . d .  s . d . s .  d .  s. <1. 

id ., black . 0 2  0 2  0 4  0 4  0 9  0 9  0 6  0 6
6d., ultramarine 2 0  5 0  2 6  2 6  2 6 3 6  5 0  6 0
6tL, deep blue . 0 9  1 0  2 6  2 6  2 6  3 0  4 0  4 0
is., grey-brown 1 6  1 9  3 6  3 6  — — 10 o to o
2S>, vermilion . 3 0  3 6  7 6  7 6  7 6  7 6  7 6  76
as. 6d., purple . 3 6  4 0 1 0 0 1 2 6 1 2 6  9 0  7 6  76

In this list the id. is certainly very 
much underpriced. The 2d. of the follow
ing bicoloured series is priced is ., but 
from what I have seen I should say the 
id. is the scarcer of the two. All the 
lower values of the first type are probably 
worth buying.

Hong; K ong Getting Scarce

Early Hong Kong stamps are unfor
tunately beyond the reach of the young 
collector, but some of the older readers 
of G. S. W. should keep an eye on the 
first and second issues. Most of them 
are pretty highly priced, but I find an 
opinion prevails amongst those who know 
these stamps best that they are difficult 
to get to sell at catalogue price in fine 
condition, and that the price will have to 
go up.

A few years ago Hong Kong could be 
had for the asking. Then an omnivorous 
specialist took a violent fancy to them, 
and up they went. Here are the prices 
of 1896, known as a year of high prices, 
and 1905, unused: —

1896 19OS
Issue o f  i863~7s s .  d . s . d .

2 cents brown . . . .  0 4 4 0
4 ,, slate . . . . .  0 4 2 6
6 „ lilac . . . . .  2 6 5 0
8 ,, orange . . . .  2 0 6 0

12 blue . . . . . I 0 0 6
l8 ,, lilac . . . . .  — too 0
*4 green. . . . .  2 0 12 0
3° „ mauve . . . . 2 6 10 0
48 ,, rose . . . . .  6 0 12 0
96 „ grey • • . . .  8 6 l8 0
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GOSSIP OF T H E HOUR
Hy CORNELIUS WRINKLE
The New G.P.O.

It is a trifle early yet to say what the 
new Post Office buildings on the site of 
the old Bluecoat School in the heart of 
the Metropolis will be like, but it is quite 
possible to gather from the plans that 
they will have an imposing frontage. 
However, there is little more than the 
foundation-stone in place at present, and 
that the King has just declared well and 
truly laid.

The future of our London postal ar
rangements will be a hard nut for some 
genius in organization to tackle. A smart 
go-ahead provincial postmaster told me 
that after a visit to the great central 
sorting establishment he could not help 
wondering how on earth the tons of 
letters that were poured into that one 
depdt ever got out, and he returned to 
his provincial office to revise the routes 
for his mails, his one anxiety being to 
avoid their going through London.

“ Daily N ew s”  Drivel
H e r e ’s  a choice sample of D aily News 
drivel. That journal, in these latter days, 
is hard to beat in senility, but this par. is 
a choice one even for the D aily News. 
Can any of the readers of G. S. IV. make 
head or tail? Hanged if I can !

What will the New Zealander think of the T i m e s  
Book Club scheme? Will he wonder how people 
got so much for so little? We hope that he will be 
a stamp collector for his sake, but it seems unlikely 
that grown persons will still be collecting stamps in 
that distant age. After all, the world does improve. 
It is to be assumed that “ the Postmaster-General’s 
latest report" contained some account of that Minister’s 
dealings with the “ blackmailers and bloodsuckers,"' 
duly underlined, in order to show to future ages how- 
people were kept in their place c o n s u le  Lord Stanley, 
we take it that a signed photograph of his lordship 
was not omitted from the collection of postal curiosi
ties, though the mention of it is modestly suppressed.

High Postal W ages
Tit-Bits tells of a man who carries the 

United States mails seven and a half 
miles daily to a small railway station near 
Washington, and is paid at the strange rate 
of one cent every four years. He accepts 
this low remuneration because the con
tract enables him to display “  U .S. Mail ”  
on his carrying wagon, and thus attract 
passengers.

Brother Jonathan in everything that 
concerns postal matters does the generous, 
but in any other line of work that carrier 
would probably have to pay a liberal 
acknowledgment for his attractive an
nouncement.

Omnibus Letter Boxes
A correspondent sends the following 
newspaper cutting as an indication of 
what may be expected in the direction of 
postal enterprise :—

The authorities of the Post Office of Brussels—that 
enterprising and charming city which rejoices in its 
reputation of being a miniature Paris—have recently 
carried out a new development of their postal facilities. 
By way of improving and accelerating their express- 
letter service they have had attached to all the tram- 
cars and omnibuses neat and compact letter boxes. 
When a car or a bus stops at a crossing the boxes 
are emptied by the express messengers, who forth
with set to work to sort the letters according to their 
districts, and have them forwarded to their destina
tions. The idea of the scheme is to save the sender 
of a letter the trouble of going to a post office, and 
the letters thus, posted in the cars and buses are 
delivered in from ten to twenty minutes.
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Universal Penny Postage 
Mr . Henniker-H eaton is still pegging 
away at his Utopian scheme of a Universal 
Penny Post. \ - He has, however, some 
reason for optimism in the fact that in 
Ju ly  seven years since he carried a 
scheme for the British Empire of Imperial 
Penny Postage. Of such an achievement 
any man might well be proud, but Mr. 
Henniker-Heaton is not disposed to rest 
on his oars. He wants the wide world 
to share in this benefit; and he had the 
other day a whole page of the Times in 
which to have his say on the latest de
velopment of the movement. He ex-

M R . J .  H E N N IK E R -H E A T O N

plained the position to the extent of two 
columns and a half, and the rest of the 
page was devoted to a collection of letters 
wishing him luck from Lord Roberts, 
Rudyard Kipling, the Lord Mayor, dukes, 
bishops, and all manner of influential 
people. Mr. Henniker-Heaton apparently 
thinks that while there is a surplus on 
the over-seas postal service its conveni
ences should be extended.

At the last four elections Mr. Heaton 
has been returned to Parliament for 
Canterbury unopposed; and after the

first year’s working of his Imperial Penny 
Postage project (which makes a profit), 
he was given the freedom of the City of 
London in a gold casket, and the freedom 
of Canterbury in a silver one. Mr. Heaton 
is a native of Rochester, but many of his 
interests have been at the other side of 
the world. He is a landowner and part- 
proprietor of newspapers in Australia, 
and has written a book on the aborigines 
of that continent. The penny post and 
the telegraphic cable have always inter
ested him. He represented, twenty years 
ago, the Tasmanian Government at the 
Berlin Telegraph Conference ; he intro
duced telegraph money' orders in England; 
he was the means of starting the parcel 
post in F ran ce; and, as chess was a 
supreme hobby with him, he inaugurated 
the Parliamentary Chess Match played 
by cable between the United States and 
Great Britain in 1897.

Our K in g ’s  Portrait

A c o r r e sp o n d e n t , commenting on and 
agreeing with my note about the Aus
tralians and the King’s portrait, raises 
the old question as to the inartistic por
trait on our own stamps—the German 
abortion.

I admit it is a guy, and it is no secret 
that it is so regarded in the highest 
quarters, but if my friend will refer to the 
reproductions in the London Philatelist of 
alternative portraits submitted by De la 
Rue and Co., he will realize that even in 
the selection of the prison-cropped Guy 
still allowed to appear on our English 
stamps, we might have hopped from the 
frying-pan into the fire by adopting an 
intensely funny full face.

1 quite agree with my correspondent 
that our current English stamps would 
be hard to beat for ugliness of design 
and inartistic colouring.

TheCanadian portrait is a most pleasing 
one, and should supersede the wholly un
satisfactory one on our own stamps.

T H E  P H I L A T E L I S T ’ S  C O L L E C T IN G  B O O K .

For the coat pocket. With patent fastening to flap. Size, 6^x4$ inches. Handsomely bound in Art Cloth. 
Each book contains 12 pages, having four strips of linen, 3-inch wide, arranged horizontally, glued at the bottom 
edge and with the upper one open, for the safe retention and preservation of recent purchases or duplicates. 
A large pocket is also provided at the back for Envelopes or Stamps in bulk. In daily use by leading London 
Collectors. No. 17, post-free, 2s. 7d. No. 18—oblong, 24 pages, 6 strips on each page, interleaved with strong 
glazed paper to prevent rubbing—post-free, 5s. 4d.; abroad, 5s. 6d.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  39 1, S t r a n d , Lon d on , W . C .



G I B B O N S  S T A M P  W E E K L Y 297

SPECIAL BARGAINS
FOR G.S.W .  READERS
W R  Publishers propose to set apart this page fo r  the offer o f Special Bargains to 

" G . S . W "  readers.
Foreign and Colonial readers w ill be supplied with these bargains i f  they despatch their 

orders within one week o f receipt o f the number containing the offer.
These special offers w ill be open fo r  one week only from  the date o f the number in which 

they appear. After the expiration o f a week the stamps w ill be supplied at the regular rates 
only, and, in the majority o f cases, the Catalogue prices w ill be maintained, instead o f being 
reduced, as hitherto, as the result o f the purchase o f bargain parcels.

OUR E IG H T H  S P E C I A L  O F F E R  is as follows
W e are clearing- out our stock of post cards and envelopes in order to make room 

for other branches of our business, and we now offer the following packets at 
bargain prices, which in most cases will be about one quarter of catalogue price.

THE 20th CENTURY PACKETS
OF POST CARDS AND LETTER CARDS
ALL UNUSED, ENTIRE, AND GUARANTEED GENUINE ORIGINALS

NO DUPLICATES.
F O R E IG N  C O U N T R IE S.

No. 670.—Contains 20 common varieties. Post* 
free, 1/-

No. 671.— Contains 27 other common varieties. 
Post-free, 1/3.

No. 672.—Contains 38 varieties, including some 
scarce. Post-free, 1/6.

No. 673.—Contains 35 varieties, including some 
scarce ones. Post-free, 1'9.

No. 674.—Contains 31 scarcer varieties, in
cluding Austrian Italy, Hungary, Belgium, 
Congo, and Brazil. Post-free, 3/1.

No. 675.—Contains 31 scarce varieties, including 
Bulgaria, Chili, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Morocco, Tunis, etc. Post-free, 2/1.

No. 676.—Contains 36 scarce varieties, includ
ing German East Africa, Greece, Guatemala, 
Hawaiian Islands, Holland, Curasao, Dutch 
Indies, Surinam, etc. Post-free, 3/2.

No. 677.—Contains 45 scarce varieties, including 
Italy, Eritrea, San Marino, Japan, Luxemburg, 
Mexico, etc. Post:free, 4/2.

No. 678. —Contains 48 scarce varieties, including 
Monaco, Montenegro, Nicaragua, Orange Free 
State, Paraguay, Persia, Peru, Azores, Madeira, 
etc. Post-free, 5/2.

No. 679.—Contains 39 scarce varieties from 
Roumania, Russia, Finland, Scrvia, Shanghai, 
Siam, South African Republic, Spain, etc. Post-
free, 3/8.

No. 680.—Contains 45 scarce varieties from 
Cuba, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Uruguay, etc. Post-free 5/-.

No. 681.—Contains 39 rare varieties from
Argentine, Austrian Italy, Hungary, etc. Post- 
free, 3/6.

No. 682.—Contains 51 rare varieties from
Belgium, Congo, Bolivia, Brazil, etc. Post-
free, 8/-.

No. 683.—Contains 54 rare varieties from
Bulgaria, Chili. Colombia, Costa Rica, Denmark, 
Iceland, etc. Post-free, 5/-.

No. 684.—Contains 54 rare varieties from
Ecuador, Egypt, France, Tunis, Baden, Bavaria, 
etc. Post-free, 5 /-

No. 685.—Contains 72 rare varieties from Wur- 
temberg, Greece, Guatemala, Hawaiian Islands, 
Hayti, Holland and Colonies. Post-free, 7/6.

No. 686.—Contains 62 rare varieties from Italy, 
japan, Luxemburg, Mexico, etc. Post-free, 7/3.

No. 687.—Contains 50 rare varieties from
Monaco, Montenegro, Nicaragua, Paraguay, 
Persia, etc. Post-free, 5/2.

No. 688.— Contains 59 rare varieties from Peru, 
Portugal and Colonies, Roumania, etc. Post- 
free, 7/6.

No. 689.—Contains 78 rare varieties from
Russia, Finland, Salvador, etc. Post-free, 7/6.

No. 690.—Contains 48 rare varieties from 
Shanghai, Siam, Spain and Colonies, Sweden, 
etc. Post-free, 8/6.

No. 691.—Contains 43 rare varieties from
Switzerland Turkey, United States, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, etc. Post-free, 5/-.

Order quickly, as we only possess from 6 to 40 each of the above packets.
Stanley Gibbons, 391, Strand, W.C.
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N EW  ISSU ES
The E d ito r  w il l  b e  g r a t e fu l  to  h ie  r e a d e r e  i f  th e y  w il l  h e lp  h im  w ith  th e  e a r lie e t  p o se ib le  in fo rm a tio n  eoneernin g  

new  is s u e s . N e w s fr o m  t h e  C o lo n ies in  p a rt ic u la r  w il l  b e  m uch  a p p r e c ia te d . W hen p o ss ib le , a  sp e c im e n  sh ould  

acco m p an y  th e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  sh o u ld  b e  a d d re s s e d  to

EDW ARD  J .  NANKtVELL, C arn an ton , C am den P ark, Tun bridge W ells.

Bechuanaland Protectorate.—Messrs. Whitfield 
King and Co. write us as follows: “ The current 
Transvaal 2s. 6d. and revenue stamps bearing King
Edward's portrait have been overprinted 4 Bechuana
land Protectorate, ’ and some journals have stated that 
these are for both postal and revenue use; but we 
have made inquiries, and are officially informed that 
the stamps in question are to be used exclusively for 
fiscal purposes, and are not available for postage. If 
any of them have been so used it has been * out of 
course,' and letters bearing these stamps should have 
been treated as unpaid. We have ourselves seen 
postmarked specimens of the as. 6d. stamps, but no 
doubt this has been done by favour. There are now 
no postage stamps in use in the Bechuanaland Pro
tectorate of a higher denomination than 5s. All the 
Queen's Head stamps of higher denominations than 
this are obsolete."

Brazil.—The 20 reis has come to hand with the 
watermark “  Estados Unidos Brazil," and not as de
scribed on p. 217.

Wmk. "  Estados Unidos B r a z ilP e r / .

20 reis, orange and blue, 
aoo ,, blue.

Crete.—Our friend “ Philologos,‘‘ a well-known and 
able linguist, writes to us as follows concerning some 
slips in a quotation we made from a contemporary in 
last week's G . S .  W . :—

“  May I draw your attention to two mistakes on 
page 282 of this week's W e e k ly  in the English of the 
Greek inscription on the five stamps issued lately by 
the Revolutionary Government of Crete ? In quoting 
from E w e n 's  W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e w s , Art. I ll, in the 
third line, the word ‘ Kubernieis* ought to read 
* Kubernesis,* and the word ‘ Tax * ought to read 
*Tach,’ the *ch* having the hard sound of our 
*k.’ I am sure you aim at being as accurate as 
possible at all times; hence, I venture to point out 
these two mistakes."

German Morocco.—The current stamps of the 
German Empire have been surcharged in the local 
currency — centimos and pesetas. The overprint 
“ Marocco" and value is in black on all except the 
3 marks, on which it is in red.

3  centimos on 3 pf., brown.
s *» »» 5 pf*. gr««n.

10 »» »» 10 pf., rose.
25 »» *» 2 0 pf., blue.
30 ,, „ 25 pf., black and red.
35 ,, „ 30 p f, black and orange.
50 >» »i 40 pf., black and carmine.
60 ,, „ 50 p f, black and violet.

1 peseta 25 cents, on 1 mark, carmine.
2 .. 50 „  2 „  blue.
3 >. 75 ,, 3 ,, violet.
6 »  25 „  5 ,, black and

M alta.— T h e  £d. va lu e  h as ju s t  b e e n  re c e iv e d ^  
th e  m u ltip le  C A  p a p e r .

W m k. M ultiple C A . Per/.
Id., red-brown, 
id ., green.

id ., carmine and grey.
2d., grey and violet, 
aid ., ultramarine.
4id., brown.
5d., vermilion, 
is., grey and violet.

Switzerland. —The 20 c. and 25̂  c* values have 
been received on the multiple cross watermarked 
paper, which we described on p. 202.

W mk. M ultiple'jCross.  P er/
20 c., vermilion.
25 c., yellow-green.
30 c ,  chestnut.

Turkey.—We now illustrate the new series of 
Turkish stamps which we chronicled on p. 202.
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TH E STAM P KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

T H E  R O C K E T S P L A S H E D  T O  AN  EN O R M O U S H EIG H T

CHAPTER XXIII { c o n t i n u e d )

T h e  u n t o w a r d  f a t e  o f  t h e  f e t e  o f  P r i n c e  A l b r a n d i

T HEY left the gallery and went out once more on 
to the terrace. On the way Betty saw Count 
OrsikofT gliding through the crowd as if return

ing to the stamp room that they had just left; but, as 
it was not her place to keep an eye on the guests, she 
passed on and thought no more about it.

The terrace had been thrown into a state of semi
darkness, which at first caused a little wonder; but 
this was soon explained, for at a fresh signal a number 
of rockets burst from a pontoon moored in the Bay, 
opposite the terrace, where a magnificent display of 
fireworks had been arranged. The rockets flashed to 
an enormous height and descended in a rain of many- 
coloured stars, with very fine effect. Then followed 
a succession of other brilliant fireworks, Roman 
candles, and Bengal lights, which burned, flashed, 
and wound upwards in a glittering network, calling 
forth continually the enthusiastic applause of the 
spectators.

But the enthusiasm mounted higher still when, in 
an immense sea of fire, the outline of the Brahma
pootra stamp appeared, traced in jets of light in a 
frame more than ten yards high. It only lasted a 
minute, but was sufficient to call forth thunders of 
applause and clapping.

Finally, a sheaf of four thousand rockets, all let off 
at once, terminated the wonderful show, when the

lamps and electric lights were turned on again as if by 
enchantment.

Compliments were heaped on the Prince.
“  It was marvellous! "
“  I have never seen anything so fine !'*
“ Or so grand! "
“ The picture was unrivalled; worthy of being 

painted and framed!**
“  It was beautiful 1 Brilliant !**
The Russian Consul was particularly impressive in 

his enthusiasm.
“ But what have you done with Count OrsikofT?** 

asked the Prince. "  Has he deserted our fete?**
“ He left me after the magic-lantern show," returned 

the Consul, “ and I really do not know what has be
come of him."

“ In any case you will tell him how delighted 
have been to see him here,'* said the Prince kindly.

He had scarcely spoken the last word when a foot
man, breaking through the admiring crowd, cried in 
a broken voice—

“ Your Highness 1 Your Highness! The gold 
stamp has been stolen !"

“ What nonsense is this?"
“ Stolen, sir; stolen this very moment!'*
“ By whom? How?" cried the Prince, alarmed 

by the excitement and evident sincerity of his 
servant.

“  By a Russian count, Count OrsikofT, I believe.’* 
“ There! I could have sworn it was Tilbury!" 

murmured Betty.
“  It was Spartivento,** agreed William.
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“ What! What!" exclaimed the Russian Consul,
But the Prince had turned furiously to the footman.
“  Careless wretch !"  cried he. 44 \Vhy did you not 

catch him?’*
441 threw myself upon him and caught him by one 

of hi' stars, but the star came off and he escaped."
And he piteously showed the great Russian star of 

Saint Anna, which everyone recognised as having 
shorn*, an hour earlier, on Count Gmkoffs breast.

Th»*y hastened to the stamp room, where the 
servant's story could only be verified.

Thu doors of the cabinet were hanging disjointedly 
with their hinges broken; the pages of the collection, 
with the exception of the most important one, were 
strewn on the floor; and the disorder showed plainly 
enomrh what had taken place.

“ Well,"said the Prince drily to the Consul, 44what 
do you say to this, sir? Is it the custom among your 
boyar*; to repay hospitality in this manner?”

“ 1 have been deceived like yourself," stammered 
the unfortunate diplomatist. “ The man must have 
been an adventurer. I did not know him, and with
out liis letter, which I believed to be from the am
bassador---- "

44T H E  G O LD  ST A M P  H A S B E E N  S T O L E N !”

“ You would do well to be more circumspect 
another time, sir, and not bring to people’s houses 
persons of whom you are not certain."

And the Prince added, turning to the chief of 
police—
\ 44 This matter is in your hands, sir. I rely on your 
diligence and devotion."

4 4 Be comforted, Prince," said the functionary with 
an important air, never falling short, as we have seen, 
in the matter of promises, 44 the man will be arrested 
to-morrow."

We can easily picture the chill thrown upon the 
festival by this unexpected disaster. In spite of all 
the efforts of the Prince, who, being a great nobleman 
to the very backbone, exerted himself to the utmost 
and affected absolute indifference, the charm was 
broken. The guests felt that, under his calm exterior, 
he had no longer any heart to enjoy himself or to see 
others enjoy themselves. So they stood about in 
corners or in small groups, looking embarrassed and 
speaking only in whispers, as if there were someone 
ill in the house.

“ Come," said Prince Albrandi, trying to shake off 
the general torpor; 44don’t let us allow this accident 
to spoil our pleasure.”

But his words had no effect, for the uneasiness

dominating the brilliant assembly had by this lime 
become insurmountable. Little by little the rooms 
thinned till there remained but just enough guests to 
join in the cotillion which the Prince had prepared 
for them. William and Betty left at a somewhat early 
hour, to the great grief of their host, who wished 
them to stay longer, and made them promise to come 
and see him again. And as the landau returned to 
the Grand Hotel they marvelled over the strange 
theft, and the audacity of the thief in thus perpetrating 
it in the midst of so large a gathering.

“  It is lucky for us that they saw him," said William, 
“  for otherwise, the object of our voyage being known, 
they could not have failed to suspect us."

CHAPTER XXIV

W herein W illia m  a n d  B e tty , a fter h a v in g  been robbed, 
narrow ly escape b ein g  taken f o r  the robbers

A S soon as morning came William and Betty, 
scarcely giving themselves time to snatch a few 
hours’ sleep, went on bo^rd a boat with the in

tention of spending the day at Capri.
“  Faith," said the young man, as the steamer glided 

through the calm waters of the Bay, 44 we must not 
think we have lost everything. As we cannot have 
the stamp, let us explore the country and take back 
souvenirs."

44 All the same," returned Betty, “ you may as well 
confess that it really is vexing, and that our mis
adventures are enough to make us cross."

“  Bah ! You are exciting yourself to no purpose, 
Miss Betty. Do not let us think any more about it, 
but let us enjoy Nature in her beauty."

The boat, crossing the Bay obliquely, passed in 
review the enchanted shores whereon gleamed in the 
sun white houses, dark orange, and grey olive trees, 
which clothe the sides of the volcano. Sea and sky 
were so blue, mountains so rosy, and the whole scene 
so bright that one could scarcely believe it to be a 
terrestrial landscape. Everything seemed living, 
palpitating, from the gulls skimming the waves with 
rapid flight, to the sails of the fishing-boats, whose 
graceful outlines were dotted like so many topazes on 
the dark background of sea.

Little by little the two Americans felt the charm of 
this divine country grow upon them. The Blue 
Grotto, which they visited, sent them into transports, 
as did the varied and magnificent views on the island 
—the imposing ruins of the palace of Tiberius, its 
dreadful rocks and majestic pinnacles.

On the return journey they saw quite different 
lights and colours. It was the sea now which had 
taken a rose tint in the rays of the declining sun, 
while Vesuvius had clothed himself in a most mar
vellous shade of violet. The sky had become purple, 
the distant houses gleamed like gems, and Naples, 
stretched at the foot of the hills, seemed like a garden 
of flowers, whose petals were glistening in the flroting 
rays of the sun.

Standing silent in the bows William and Betty 
gazed around, marvelling at the inimitable harmony 
of the lights, so constantly changing in hue, yet never 
producing a discordant combination. So great was 
the influence of the scene that they no longer troubled 
about anything, and had completely lost sight of the 
object of their journey.

As William landed on the quay, his thoughts still 
fixed on all he had so lately seen, he caught sight of 
John, waiting for him and beckoning him with signs 
of despair.

“ What is the matter?"
“ They are perhaps going to arrest you! ” returned 

the valet in a stifled voice.
“ Arrest me?” cried William, recalled at once to 

mundane affairs.
44 Yes, sir. The chief of the police came this
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morning’ to search your room and Miss Scott's. He 
turned everything out and rummaged everywhere 
without saying a word, and then left this letter for 
you.”

“ This is cool!” said the young man in a tone of 
irritation, breaking the seal of the letter.

It contained only these words j—

“ Sir,—Be good enough to present yourself at my 
office as soon as you return. If you fail to comply 
with this request I shall be forced to compel your 
obedience.

“  x ours, etc.,
“ G iuseppe Petto, Chief of Police.”

“ This is cool indeed!” repeated William, hastily 
entering the hotel.

It certainly seemed as if a pitched battle had taken 
place in the two rooms. Trunks wide open and 
empty; portmanteaus with their locks picked; dress
ing-bags flattened out, their contents strewn about in 
confusion. It was heart-breaking.

“ The scoundrel! ” said Betty.
“ Let us go at once!" cried William, quite beside 

himself. “ I will give him his deserts!”
“ For goodness' sake,” said Betty in alarm, “ don’t 

make things worse than they are. Discuss the matter 
with him and see what he wants."

But before reporting themselves at the police office 
they called on the United States Consul, who, unfor
tunately, was not in. William left his card, on which 
he added a few words of explanation, and they went 
on together to the Municipio. Here they had not to 
wa:t any time, as the chief's orders were that they 
should be admitted immediately.

“ We are waiting for you to speak, sir," said William 
frigidly.

The functionary was not quite sure where to begin, 
for he was a little intimidated by the composed attitude 
of his auditors, in spite of alt his assurance.

“ Well,” he began at last, “ you must have been 
surprised that I should think it my duty to institute a 
search in your rooms---- ”

In vain he awaited some sign of astonishment or 
blame. William and Betty maintained their icy 
demeanour, which put him out visibly.

“ It was certainly a very painful thing to do,” he 
began again. “  But judge for yourselves if 1 could 
have acted otherwise---- ”

The same coldness. The same silence.
“ Can’t you speak?” cried the chief.
“ Your pardon,” replied William. “ You forget 

that we are here, not that we may be permitted to 
appreciate your actions, but simply to receive infor
mation concerning some crime—at least, so I sup
pose.”

“ Oh, a crime!” said Signor Petto, reddening a little.
“  Certainly. For if no grave accusation is lodged 

against us I shall find myself under the painful neces
sity, sir, of proceeding against you for trespass and 
defamation---- ”

“  You would do that! ”
“ 1 am quite prepared to do so, as you seem so 

reluctant to give us any information concerning the 
pillage of our apartments, and the very strange sum
mons you have sent me.”

The chief was not a man to feel uncomfortable in 
the presence of two “ clients” against whom he had 
instigated proceedings; but this case required more 
careful handling than usual from the fact that, unable 
to get possession of Tilbury, or of Spartivento, or,

consequently, of Orsikoff, he had risked, in an access 
of discomfited rage, a search without warrant, in the 
rooms of foreigners whom he had but the most super
ficial reasons tor suspecting. Convinced at first that 
it was a Hash of genius which had established a con
nection in his mind between the movements of the 
two Americans and the thefts of the false count, he 
now began to consider the situation in cold blood and 
to feel he had gone a little too far.

For a moment he had hoped his victims would show 
signs of fear or attempt to escape. Some of his agents 
had, therefore, waited for the travellers on their return 
from Capri and never lost sight of them. But far from 
seeking to avoid him they had shown themselves more 
angry than frightened, and quite ready, to judge by 
appearances, to take up a very ugly position against 
him.

“ This is all very well,” he began again, “ but after 
all, what have you come to Naples for?”

“ I have already had the honour of enlightening 
you on that point, sir,” returned William. “ You 
will be kind enough, then, to spare me the trouble of 
repeating my statement.”

“ Who is to assure me, then, that this pretended 
Russian is not an agent employed by you to get pos
session of this stamp, which you, for some reason 
quite incomprehensible to me, covet so greatly?”

“ Really, sir,” said Betty with remorseless irony, 
“ you had such a wonderfully good opportunity of 
coming to an understanding with Count Orsikoff him
self on this matter that I wonder you did not summon 
him also.”

William added his word.
“  Indeed,” said he, “  you do seem to be born under 

a lucky star. To abuse the innocent and so obstinately 
avoid arresting the guilty shows nothing less than a 
genius for clear-sightedness."

“  But who is to prove you are indeed the people 
you say you are, and are not usurping a false posi
tion ? ”

“ Alas that you did not apprehend Commander 
Spartivento!” returned William. “ All my papers 
are in his hands.”

“  Oscar Tilbury holds the same place of Keeper of 
the Records with regard to me,” said Miss Betty, 
“ for he has not left me the smallest proof of my 
identity.”

Signor Petto was now in an absolute rage about 
this villain, who was so hard to catch, and who had so 
cruelly taken upon himself three different incarna
tions, as it were, under his very eyes.

“  I shall hold you at my disposal,” he snarled.
“  I protest against it,” said William, rising.
The chief was about to reply when the United 

States Consul arrived, and very much against his will 
he was compelled to let him come in.

“ What is this I have just learnt?” said the Consul. 
“ Mr. Kcniss and Miss Scott troubled by the police?”

“ But,” said Signor Petto, “ who is to prove that 
these two people are---- ”

“  I am. I tell you so. I formerly knew Mr. Keniss’ 
father, and I remember Miss Scott very well, having 
seen her in New York, though she was very young at 
the time. We talked a good deal together yesterday 
at Prince Albrandi's, and I can assure you that, being 
in possession, between them, of a hundred million 
dollars, they have no need to resort to highway 
robbery.”

“  A hundred million dollars! ” repeated the chief of 
police, a benevolent expression dawning on his face 
at the mention of so fabulous a sum.

{ T o  be c o n tin u e d .)

THE VEST STAM P HINGES.
We have just prepared a new stamp hinge, of convenient size, put up in a i r - t i g h t  t i n  b o x e s, each containing 

1000 hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. Post-free, 7d. per box.
S t a n le y  G ibbon s, L t d .,  39s, S tra n d , Lon d on , W .C .
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PH ILA T ELIC  SO CIETIES

i9° 5*
Oct. ' 7-
Nov. 2.

,, 3°*
Dec. 7*

1906.
Jan. 4-
Feb. 1.

2.
Mar. 1.

22.
Apl. 5*
May 3*

Birmingham Philatelici Society
October 5th.—Annual Meeting. The election of the 

following members was confirmed:—Mrs. A. Bather, 
Messrs. D. V .  Davies, H. \V. Johnston, G. Herbers, 
J. \\\ P. Harte, T. J. White, G. H. Dannatt, J. H. 
Tite, J. H. Faber, W. Jaggard, F. R, Ginn, L. Alisaffi, 
C. L. Pickard; Messrs. A. Jones and W. H. M. Mars- 
den were also elected members.

The following programme was approved :—

(Tuesday). Display, West Indies.
W. B. Avery.

Paper, “ Turkey.” P. T. Deakin.
Auction.
Paper, “ Notes on Odd Varieties.”

G. Johnson.

Lantern Display. J. A. Margoschis. 
/Paper, “ Greece.” T. W. Morris.
( Display, Seychelles. J. W. Heath. 

Auction.
Display, British North America.

R. Hollick.
Paper, “ China.*' P. T. Deakin.
Paper, “ St. Vincent.” W. Pimm.
Display, African Colonies.

C. A. Stephenson.
The S t a m p  C o l le c t o r  was adopted as the official 

journal of the Society for the next twelve months.
^ 15  was voted to the Permanent Collection, which 

now contains 15,579 varieties, mounted in Gibbons' 
Imperial Albums, with blank sheets for miscellaneous 
varieties, an increase of 35:5 for the year.

The Officers and Committee were all re-elected.
The Report and Balance Sheet, showing a cash 

balance of ̂ 74. :3s. lid., were approved.
The total value of stamps circulated during the past 

year was ;£29,763. 5s. 5c!., and the sales have been 
jC.12 ' 7- IS *- 3<1.

Mrs. Bridson, Mrs. Lake, Messrs. Wollacott, Hen
derson, Larssen, Hollick, Durrant, Brookes, and 
Herbers were thanked for recent donations to the 
Permanent Collection, and the list of donors for the 
year was ordered to be written in the front of the 
albums.

Mrs. Lake, Messrs. W. Hadlow, C. T. Reed, and 
J. J . Smith were thanked for donations to the Library; 
as were Messrs. Hadlow, Plumridge & Co., Puttick & 
Simpson, and Ventom, Bull, & Cooper for sending 
priced catalogues for the past year. Messrs. Stanley 
Gibbons, Ltd., H. L’Estrange Ewen, Alfred Smith & 
Son, S. C. Skipton, W. Morley, and Th. Lcmaire were 
thanked for the current volumes of their periodicals, 
and records of the same have been put into the Annual 
Report, which may be had on application to the Hon. 
Sec.

Will members and others kindly note that the ad
dress of the Society is 308, Birchfield Road, not 208? 
The number was altered by the authorities eighteen 
months ago, and I have given repeated notices of it, 
but many letters are still addressed to the old number, 
which is now in another postal delivery, indeed in 
another county delivery, and so it causes delay.

Lots for the Auction on 30 November must reach 
the Hon. Sec. by 5 November at latest.

Colonial and foreign collectors and dealers having 
nice stamps for sale or exchange are welcomed, in 
addition to home philatelists of good standing,

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, MR. G. J ohnson, 
b.a. Official Address: 308, Birchfield Road, Bir
mingham.

T h e Bristol and Clifton 
Philatelic Society
On Thursday, 12 October, 1905, a meeting was held 
at 139, Redland Road, Alderman Gardner, j . i\ ,  in 
the chair.

Mr. E. Heginbottom sent his fine collection of 
stamps for Antigua, Bahamas, Bermuda, and Cayman 
Islands, which made a very interesting meeting to the 
members present.

The next meeting will be held 16 November, and 
the display will be Dominica, Grenada, and Jamaica. 

Henry A lsop, H o n .  S e c r e t a r y ,
25, Alma Road, Clifton, Bristol. 

Programme for Season 1905-6.

Nov. it). 
Dec. 7.

1906 
Jan. ir. 
Feb. 8. 
Mar. 8. 
April 5. 
May 10.

Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica.
Barbados.

General Meeting.
Montserrat, Nevis, St. Kitts, Tobago.
St. Vincent.
St. Lucia, Trinidad, Turks Islands.
Virgin Islands, Leeward Islands, British 
Honduras, Falkland Islands.

Dundee and District Philatelic Society
Preaident: Ur. F. David.
Secretary and Exchange Secretary G. H. Whitaker.
Treaturer: Ur. P. Uclntoeh.

Programme for 1905
Oct. 27. Display: Africa. E. Heginbottom, n.A. 

With Notes.
Nov. 10. Discussion: “  Best way to arrange a collec

tion.” G. H. Whitaker.
,, 24. Display: Great Britain. The Members.

Dec. 8. Questions and Answers.
,, 29. Display: Africa. Part II, with Notes.

E. Heginbottom, B.A.

Enterprise Philatelic Society
S ecreta ry:  A. C. Constantinidee, Woodoiew, Archway Reed, 

Highgate, London, N.
Meeting•  .* Monthly, Dtoonehire H o vn  Hotel, Biehopegate Street, 

London, E.C.

T he opening meeting of the new season was held on 
Wednesday, 18 October, 1905, at the Devonshire 
House Hotel, Bishopsgate Street, E.C., and was very 
well attended.

The chair was taken by Mr. E. A. Klaber at 6.30 
p.m., when, on the proposition of Mr. D. C. Tewson, 
the minutes of the annual general meeting were taken 
as read and duly signed.

The Hon. Treasurer then produced the balance 
sheet signed by the Hon. Auditor, and this was 
passed. A copy, if required, may be had upon appli
cation.

Since the issue of the new report the following 
three members have resigned : Messrs. H. P. Harper, 
W. Dowzall, and A. E. Moore.

Seven new members were elected as follows: 
Messrs. Guttesen, South Africa; A. G. Schofield, 
Stroud Green ; E. F. Lepard, Stratford, C. Pillow, 
Ilford; F. A. Meggy, Romford; and C. H. Moulds, 
Seven Kings.

The resignation of Mr. Harper rendered vacant 
one seat on the Committee, and Mr. E. W. Butcher 
was elected to fill the post.

In view of the rapidly increasing amount of labour 
entailed in the working of the Society, it was decided 
to create a new office, viz. that of Exchange Super
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intendent, and Mr. A. H. Harris was unanimously 
selected to conduct the exchange section from 
1 January, 1906. Due notice of the change will be 
given to all members, and full instructions with regard 
to the change will be forwarded in good time.

General business having been dealt with, the Chair
man called upon Mr. W . B. Edwards, who read an 
able paper on “ The Pictorial Issues of New Zealand,”  
accompanied by a very fine display of the stamps 
under discussion. The stamps were shown in used 
and unused, singles and mint blocks of four, in the 
various perforations and papers in which this issue 
abounds.

Mr. Edwards's remarks were greatly appreciated 
by the meeting.

This item was followed by the sale and exchange 
which are to be a regular feature at the meetings this 
season, and a very pleasant evening terminated at 
9.30 p.m.

One of the items on the programme for next meet
ing is a general display of King's Head Colonials by 
members, and it is hoped that all present will show 
something in this line. Whatever King’s Heads you 
have, whether a few or a lot, just mount them up and 
bring them along, or if you have no time to specially 
mount them, just bring your album.

Herts Philatelic Society
P residen t: F. Reichenheim, Esq.
S tertta ry i H. A. Slade, Esq., "  N ine-Fields," S t. Albant,
Meetinge :  4, Southampton Row, W .C ., Third Tuesdays.
Subscription:  Ss. annually.

T he above Society commenced the 1905-6 season at 
its new headquarters on 17 October in the trans
formed Southampton Row, amidst all the splendours 
of the opening decorations. The new President, Mr. 
Franz Reichenheim, occupied the chair, and twenty 
other members supported him, amongst whom were 
Mr. H. L. Hayman (Vice-President), and Messrs.
L. E. Bradbury, A. Bagshawe, R. Frentzel, S. Chap
man, W . A. Boyes, W . T. Standen, T . H. Harvey,
A. H. Giles, W . G. Cool, W . Simpson, K. Wiehen,
M. Simons, J . E. Lincoln, jun., R. Meyer, T . F. 
Stafford, L. W . Fulcher, D. Thomson, J . B. Neyrond, 
and 11. A. Slade, Secretary. A general meeting was 
first held, when donations to the Permanent Collection, 
received during the summer months, were acknow
ledged from the President, Mr. Philip Kosack of 
Berlin, Mrs. Young and Messrs. Boyes, Harvey, 
Neck, Brown, Bois, and Webster. The collection 
having attained considerable dimensions, a subcom
mittee consisting of the President, Mr. J. C. Side- 
botham (Librarian), and Mr. J .  C. Cool were appointed 
to mount the stamps and take charge of same. Mr. 
Reichenheim, Mr. Hayman, and Mr. Bagshawe offered 
to present two volumes each of a certain album, which 
will probably be accepted. The following donations 
to the Library were thankfully accepted : Mr. W . T. 
Standen G .S . IV. vol. 1 (bound); Mr. F. Reichenheim, 
latest editions of Senf’s and Kohl’s Catalogues and 
Catalogue de la Societe Fran^aise de Timbrologie, 
and the following works published by the London 
Philatelic Society: Stamps of the West Indies, of 
Oceania, of Tasmania, De La Rue Stamps of India, 
and Catalogue of Postage Stamps of Spain.

Names of members for the advanced packet were 
submitted to the Committee and approved.

Business being concluded, the President gave a 
display of his almost complete collection of the unpaid 
letter and newspaper stamps, and F. M. stamps of 
France. The first country to issue unpaid letter 
stamps, there is much of interest amongst the varieties 
shown, and numerous mint copies were examined. 
The two different types, 20 mm. square and 19$ mm. 
square, were displayed, as also an interesting copy of 
the 15 c. altered to 25 by a manuscript surcharge. 
Copies of the frank stamps and the F. M. surcharges, 
and also a fine collection of the bisected stamps used

during the Franco-Prussian War, added much to the 
general interest. At the conclusion the President 
passed round his general French collection, and many 
added gems were admired.

Mr. Giles proposed and Mr. Frentzel seconded a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Reichenheim, which was 
carried with applause. The President suitably 
responded.

The following new members were elected during 
the evening: Lteut.-Col. J. G. Adamson, of Glenfarne, 
co. Leitrim, an ordinary member, was elected as a life 
member. As ordinary members: Messrs. H. G. 
Watson and J .  A. D. Reade, of St. Edmund's School, 
Canterbury; Miss M. D. Mason, of Folkestone; 
Messrs. C. F. Lepned, of Stratford; J .  Rabino, of 
Threadneedle Street; C. H. Garnett, of Streatham ; 
M. Simons, of New Barnet; J. E. Lincoln, junior, 
of Hampstead, and L. P. Walker, of Pembridge 
Gardens, W . This makes the total membership 184.

Much pleasure was evinced at the return of Mr. W . 
Simpson, a past official, on his return to the meetings 
after an absence of over eighteen months, occasioned 
by his late dangerous illness, from which he has 
happily recovered.

Philatelic Society of Victoria
President; W . R. Rundell.

Secretary ; IV. Bretttchneider,

Meetings : 128, Russell Street, Melbourne.

T he ordinary general meeting of the above Society 
was held on Thursday, 14 September, 1905, at 8 p.m., 
at 128, Russell Street.

The President, Mr. W. R. Rundell, occupied the 
chair, and there were ten members and the Secretary 
present.

A letter received from Mr. Hammar, of South 
Australia, re exchange, was left on the table for mem
bers to note address, etc.

Messrs. W . F. C. Adena, F. Heilmann, and W . A. 
Hull having been recommended by the Committee 
for election, were balloted for and duly elected mem
bers of the Society.

Positions in Book 148 were next balloted for.
The following gentlemen presented stamps for the 

two Reference Collections now being formed by the 
Society: Mr. J. Davis, a set of forgeries of U.S.A., 
Columbus issue; Mr. Jackson, three sheets of dupli
cates for disposal; Mr. Horwood, seventy-five stamps 
of Victoria.

Mr. Derrick promised to present the Society with 
an album for the Victorian collection, and the Secre
tary presented a stock book for keeping the stamps 
in the meantime.

The members’ attention is drawn to the fact that

?resentations can be made of stamps of any country.
hesc will be circulated in the Exchange Books, and 

the money realized will be used for purchasing such 
stamps of Victoria as are wanted in the official col
lection.

It was proposed by Mr. Rundell, seconded by Mr. 
Jackson, and carried, that the night of meeting be 
altered to the third Thursday in the month.

Mr. Horwood showed a id., Victoria, on Crown 
and A  paper, perforated 1 1, and informed the members 
that he had also seen the 2d. on V  and Crown paper 
perforated ti, which had hitherto not been seen with 
that perforation.

A  discussion arose re the perforated O.S. stamps, 
and the members present came to the unanimous 
decision that these stamps were just as collectable as 
stamps overprinted “ O.S.”

Mr. Rundell (by permission of the Deputy Post
master-General) showed the latest issues received from 
the Berne Office of the International Postal Union.

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the 
meeting.
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Sheffield Y,M .C*A. Philatelic Society
Programme of Arrangements 
Session 190S-6
Oct. 16. Paper, “  Watermark, Perforation.”

K. Sneath.
Nov. 20. “ Austria,” with Display. J. F. Peace. 
Dec. 18. “ Victoria,”  with Display. R. Sneath.

1906
Jan. 15. “ Stamps and Stamp Collecting’.”

J. H. Chapman.
Feb. 19. “ The Post.”  G. H. Hunt.
Mar. 19. “ Spain,” with Display. J. H. Chapman. 
April 23. General Display. The Society.
May 21. Annual Meeting.

The Society meets on the first and third Monday in 
each month. Meetings commence at 8 o'clock. Read* 
ing of Papers at 8.15. W . G. J ohnson, H on. Sec.

A N SW ERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
The E d ito r  r e g re ts  th a t  h e h a s  no tim e f o r  d ire c t  co rresp o n d en ce . A ll  le t t e r s  req u irin g  a  r e p ly  w ilt b e  d e a lt  with  

u n d e r  th e  h ea d  o f  “ A n sw e rs  to C orresp on d en ts

B. A. M. C. (Beckenham).—Great Britain and Colonies 
used and unused is a tall task. For such a collection 
the only possible album is a blank movable leaf album. 
Possibly you do not mean that you are collecting 
everything unused and also used, but a collection in 
which some stamps are used and other stamps unused, 
i.e. a mixed collection. For such a collection your 
best album will be Stanley Gibbons’ Imperial Album 
—Great Britain and Colonies, published at 10s. in 
cloth, or, half»bound and better paper, 15s.

G. J. (Liverpool).—Thanks for your kindly interest in
C .S .I V .  and for sending a copy to your friend in South 
Africa. You will see that we have chronicled the ^d. 
and id. Transvaal in one colour instead of bicoloured.

OUR PH ILA TELIC
N O V EM BER, 1905
4. Junior Philatelic Society : Auction Sale ; 5.30 p.m. Dis

play—Great Britain ; J. S. Higgins, jun.; 8 p.m. Two 
diplomas will be awarded for the best collections o f 
Great Britain submitted to the Examining Committee 
by members, (<z) over twenty-one years o f age ; (6) under 
twenty-one.

6. Liverpool Philatelic Society: W. D. Beckton. Display—
Roumania.

7. Leeds Philatelic Society : Display—British North America.
7 & 8. Auction : Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square,

London, W.C. 4.30 p.m.
8. International Philatelic Union : Lantern Display.
9 & 10. Auction: Ventom, Bull, and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 

Surrey Street, Strand, London. 5 p.m.
10. London Philatelic Society: Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg. A 

Paper entitled “  Philatelic Researches in Australia,”  
illustrated with impressions from dies and plates, and 
pulls from perforating and rouletting machines.

Manchester Philatelic Society: Display o f U .S.A., with 
Notes by W. W. Munn.

14. Kent and Sussex Philatelic Society: Display, at Dunorlan, 
Panbury Road, Tunbridge Wells, at 3 p.m.

14 & 15. Auction: Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

*5. Enterprise Philatelic Society: General Display by Mem
bers. British Colonial King’s Heads. Display with 
Notes— Barbados. E. Heginbottom, b .a ., with Display 
o f  the Society's Collection o f Forgeries, Reprints, and 
Bogus Issues, with Notes by the Hon. Counterfeit 
Detector. General Sale and Exchange.

Beginner (Bristol).—The special album for young 
collectors is being prepared by Stanley Gibbons as 
rapidly as possible, and we hope to say shortly when 
it will be issued. It will practically be on the lines on 
which we are writing up the countries of the world in 
G .S .  W . The Catalogue for Beginners will follow 
after the album as soon as it can be completed.

A Stamp Fiend (Hampstead).—The prices quoted in 
Stanley GibbonsCatalogueofEnvelopesand Wrappers, 
etc., for Mulreadys are as follows:—

id. black (Envelope) .

Unused. 
s. d.

. 17 6

Used. 
s. (i. 
12 6

id. ,, (Letter sheet) . 10 0 12 6
2d. blue (Envelope) • 30 0 70 0
2d. ,, (Letter sheet). * 30 0 55  0

D IARY

:6 & 17. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 
London. 4.45 p.m.

27. Manchester Philatelic Society: Elementary Discussion— 
Dominica and Jamaica, opened by J. S. Gee.

x8. Junior Philatelic Society : Bourse; 6 p.m. Paper and dis
play—Colombia, Republic and States; A . H. L. Giles, 
k. n. ;  8 p.m. Display— African Colonies II, Gambia 
and Gold Coast; 9 p.m. |

20. Liverpool Philatelic Society: Discussion—Collecting as a
Hobby, opened by J. Hughes. Displays o f  British 
Bcchuanaland and Panama.

21. Leeds Philatelic Society : Display—British Guiana, with
Notes by J. H. Tbackrah.

Herts Philatelic Society : Display o f West Australia, with 
Notes by L. L. K. Hausburg.

23 & 24. Auction : Ventom, Bull, and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 
Surrey Street, Strand, London. 5 p.m.

24. Manchester Philatelic Society: Display o f  Orange Free 
State, with Notes by VV. D. Beckton.

London Philatelic Society: Mr. B. D. Knox. A Paper 
entitled “ The Malta Local Post and its Stamps,”  with 
Display.

28 & 20. Auction: Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

30. Auction : Plumridge and C o.,64, Chancery Lane, London. 
4 45 p.m.

Editorial E dwa* d J .  N a k k iv s l l , Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W, BaaiiDOir ft Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibso n s , Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C,
4 November, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF T H E W ORLD
By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
Bangkok.

hxak. v j / t - . ■

D AN GKO K, the capital of Siam, i< 
made up of a succession of towns 

on both sides of the River Menam, which 
has its outfall twenty miles distant intc 
the Gulf of Siam. The city is mad< 
up of floating houses, houses on piles 
reached by ladders, houses on land with

rich gardens, and shining temples and 
palaces. The royal palace, built of stone, 
is surrounded by high walls nearly a mile 
in circumference. Most of the trade is 
carried on upon the river ; even the local 
traffic of the place is done by canals, as 
there are few passable streets in the city.

The population is variously estimated 
between 400,000 and 600,000. The annual 
trade is said to amount to nearly six 
millions sterling.

Its Philatelic History
Bangkok figures in the British Empire 

section of Gibbons Catalogue: this might 
at first sight be taken to mean that away 
back in the eighties of the last century 
the British had some sort of foothold in 
the city, but those who read the explana
tory line under the title will learn that 
we only established a post office there for 
the convenience of British residents and 
traders in days when Siam had no suffi
cient postal service of its own.

The current stamps of the Straits 
Settlements were simply overprinted with 
a large “  B ”  as the initial of the city of 
Bangkok. In 1885, Siam, having estab
lished a postal service, joined the Postal 
Union, and in the following year the 
overprinted Straits stamps were with
drawn from use, so that there are only 
a couple of issues preceded by one earlier 
stamp.
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These stamps are very scarce, and 
there are many more forgeries than 
genuine copies to be found knocking 
about amongst collectors and dealers. It 
is not a country for the young collector ; 
nevertheless, it must be taken in passing 
and listed in its place. Some day some 
fortunate lad may have a lot of the 
stamps presented to him, and then he 
will be glad to turn back to our record of 
the issues. Meanwhile, no copy should 
be purchased except from a leading firm 
with a reputation to lose ; at all events, 
any stamp taken in exchange or pur
chased in a general way should be sub
mitted to some expert friend.

1882-5. One value, being the 32 cents 
of the 1867 issue of the Straits Settle
ments overprinted in black with a large 
capital letter “  B .”  It will be remembered 
that the 1867 issue was the first issue of 
Straits stamps, and was provided by sur
charging the then current stamps of India 
with a crown, and the value in cents, in 
place of the original value expressed in 
annas on the Indian stamps. This first 
stamp of Bangkok is the 32 cents of this 
first series of Indian stamps surcharged 
for the Straits, additionally overprinted 
with the letter “  B .”

Overprinted, on Stra its Settlements stamps.

306
On the issue o f  1867.

Unused. Used.
32 c., in black on yellow . — —

Then ten values of Straits Settlements 
issues of 1868-82, watermarked Crown 
C C, were overprinted with the large 
capital “ B .”

O n  th e  is s u e s  o f  1868-82.

2 cents, brown .

Unused. 
s. d.

Used.
s. d.

4 *♦ rose . 120  0 too 0
5  .. purple-brown . 12  6 —

6 „ lilac 7 ^ 7 6
8 *, orange . — 20 0

10  ,, slate . 40 0 20 0
12  ,, blue . 50 0 —
24 M green . 10 0 6 0
30 claret . — —

96 slate £ » —

And finally there was an overprinting 
of the large capital “  B ”  on the Straits 
Settlements issue o f 1S83. This issue 
served till the use of stamps surcharged 
for use in Bangkok was discontinued in 
January, 1886.

O n issue o f  1883.

2 cents, brown

Unused. 
s. d.

. 20  0

Used. 
s. d.
I5 °

2 ,, rose . . 2 0 2 0
4  " ,, ♦ 35 0 35  0
4 " brown • 3 6 3  6
5  M blue . ♦ 25 0 20 0
6 „ lilac . • 30 0 l 5 0
8 M orange ♦ 5 0 4  0

10 ,, slate . . 7 6 5 0
12 „ purple ♦ l 7 6 17 6

(To be continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E

The P r ic e s  quoted in  the fo rego in g  a rt ic le  a re  ta ken  from  o a r  p u b lis h e r s ' la test C a ta lo g u e, and are, 
therefo re, the P r ic e s  a t v h lc h  S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  toill h a te  p le a s u re  in  s u p p ly in g  a n y  o f  the 
sta m ps that m ay b e  needed b y  a n y  o f  o u r re a d e rs .

T H E  K I N G 'S  O W N  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M ,

This Album has been specially designed for those collectors who either commence a collection with the 
Postage Stamps of King Edward V II, or who collect these stamps as a supplement to a General Collection. 
The King's Own Album contains 100 pages of heavy white plate paper outlined with a neat border of neutral 
grey, with quadrille background inside the grey border, and name space at the top of each page. Exact size 
of leaves from the outer edge, 7^x9^ ; available for mounting stamps, 6 Jx8j. The title-page is printed in the 
Royal Colours, with the King's Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with 
the Official Cypher Monogram and Crown in gold on cover. Post-free, 8s.; abroad, 8s. 9d.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  3 9 1 ,  S t r a n d , Lon d on , W . C .
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STAMPS M ADE 
FOR CO LLECTO RS
By REV. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.

'T 'H E  first time I saw the phrase which 
A appears at the head of this article 

I found myself divided between two opin
ions. It was a pleasing thought that we 
stamp collectors were considered so im
portant a body that Governments took 
the trouble to print stamps especially for 
our benefit. But the other thought re
solved itself into a question, the answer 
to which was the reverse of pleasing. 
Why do these Governments issue series 
after series of stamps mainly for the 
riders of the philatelic hobby-horse ? And 
the. truth dawned on me. Governments 
are not charity organizations. Often
times they find themselves “ hard u p ”  
("sin e pecunia,”  as an educated beggar 
once described his penniless condition to 
me). What simpler means of filling the 
empty coffers could be devised than that 
of issuing a new series of stamps ? Create 
a supply, and there and then you create 
a demand. It is the old story of the rusty 
swords of Waterloo. The eager tourist 
wanted some keepsake of that memorable 
fight. And lo ! the supply was limitless. 
Needless to add, scarce a tithe of these 
accoutrements of war were genuine relics 
of the battle.

It is, then, a doubtful compliment that 
these Governments have paid us. In 
most cases the plain fact is that these 
“ stamps made for collectors”  were issued 
with the idea of extracting money from 
the collector’s pocket.

There are two main classes of such 
stamps.

In the first class are those issued by 
countries which have little or no legitimate 
use for stamps.

To the second class belong those issues 
of stamp-using countries which appear 
from year to year with no apparent reason 
for the change of design.

Now, the experienced collector ignores 
these speculative issues. Their artistic 
designs and attractive appearance do not

deceive him. He knows that they are 
of little worth. He knows, too, that they 
are never likely to rise in value. Not 
so the young beginner ; he fills page after 
page with them after the manner of a 
scrap book, and fondly imagines that he 
is amassing a goodly array. The colour
ing is brilliant. The stamps are far more 
pleasing to the eye than most of the 
humdrum specimens of such a country as 
Great Britain. But what of the value 
of such a collection ? Well, its value is 
about on a par with that of a well-ordered 
scrap-book.

The beginner, then, will naturally want 
to know what are these issues of stamps 
against which he must be on his guard.

Let us take a few examples of the first 
class.

Obock is a French possession on the 
African coast of the Red Sea. Its popu
lation in 1896 was 22,370, less than that 
of Peterborough or Ramsgate. In 1889 its 
rule was in the hands of a governor and 
eight officials. Its capital is a village 
of huts. Yet in three years— 1892, 1893,
1894—no less than seventy-seven different 
varieties were issued. Very few of these 
stamps are to be met with in a used 
condition, for the obvious reason that 
there were but few people to use them.

In 1902, 1903, the total sale of Niue 
stamps amounted to some ^800, which, 
according to Mr. Castle in the London 
Philatelist, works out to something like 
twelve thousand letters per head for the 
two years, a somewhat formidable total 
for an island where the art of writing 
is little known.

Probably the worst offenders are the 
protectorates of Labuan and North 
Borneo. Year after year new designs, 
or old designs surcharged with new 
values, swell the list, and one realizes 
more and more the truth of the proverb 
that “  fools and their money are easily 
parted.”  Unfortunately, the foolishness
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referred to here is mainly due to ignor
ance of the nature of the stamps or labels 
so lavishly adorned and so plentifully 
bestowed on the long-suffering stamp 
collector.

We pass on to the second class of 
“ stamps made for collectors,” viz. series 
issued ad nauseam by countries which 
have a perfectly legitimate use for stamps. 
The notorious case of the Central and 
South American Republics has already 
been mentioned in the article on Remain
ders. Mention has also been made of the 
many speculative issues due to the need
less surcharging of ordinary stamps. The 
colony of Ceylon sinned most grievously 
in this respect. Other colonies followed 
suit until the grievance became intoler
able. The matter was brought before the 
Home Government, and Lord Ripon, the 
Colonial Secretary, in 1893 put an end 
to the wholesale surcharging on the part 
of the colonies.

Commemorative Stamps
Many stamps have been issued to com

memorate great historical events. The 
earliest examples of this kind are seen in 
the two large shield Envelope stamps of 
the United States issued in 1876 to com
memorate the centenary of the Declara
tion of Independence. The design con
trasted the method of communication in 
1776 with that of 1876. The “ m ail”  
pony at full gallop figures in the upper 
half, while a railway engine, with mail- 
van attached, forms the design of the 
lower half.

The year 1890 saw the Jubilee anni
versary of the introduction of postage 
stamps and the penny post. The com
memoration of such a landmark in the 
postal history of the nation could not 
be allowed to pass without special notice. 
Accordingly a Postal Exhibition was 
held at the Guildhall, London, on 16 May. 
A post card ornamented with various 
heraldic devices, and bearing a penny 
stamp to frank it through the post, was 
issued for sale on that night only, as a 
remembrance of the Jubilee. On 2 Ju ly 
an envelope, with card enclosed, com
memorative of the Jubilee, was issued at 
South Kensington. The Guildhall post 
card realized a profit of over ^200. The 
South Kensington envelope with card 
is said to have brought over ^ 10 ,000 . 
These soms were handed over to the

308
“  Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund for the 
Relief of Postal Servants throughout the 
United Kingdom.”

The example of Great Britain gave a 
great stimulus to the issue of Commemo
rative stamps. In 1893 the United States 
issued the handsome set of large oblong 
stamps commemorating the four hun
dredth anniversary of the discovery of 
America. Certain of the Central and 
South American Governments also 
claimed a share in Columbus, for was 
he not the discoverer of America? Ar
gentine, Venezuela, and Puerto Rico 
issued adhesives in honour of the event. 
Paraguay satisfied her ambition with a 
Columbian envelope.

Portugal launched a series of fifteen 
stamps commemorating the voyages of 
Prince Henry the Navigator. This proved 
highly lucrative. Therefore St. Antony 
of Padua came in for a flattering com
memoration of the seventh centenary of 
his birth in the shape of a series of fifteen 
stamps for use in Portugal and her 
colonies. This St. Antony was born at 
Lisbon in 1195. He became a prominent 
Franciscan monk, and died at Padua in 
1231. Legend relates that he preached 
to the fishes when men refused to hear 
him. Hence he has been looked upon as 
the patron of the lower animals, and is 
often represented as accompanied by a 
pig. Fortunately for stamp collectors, 
only one-eighth of this issue found buyers. 
The rest were left on the hands of the 
Government, and were destroyed.

Some of the pretexts for issuing Com
memorative stamps have been very ab
surd. Bulgaria hit upon the baptism of 
Prince Boris into the Greek Church in
1896. Roumania celebrated her Prince's 
“  half-jubilee ”  by a set of five adhesives 
in 1S91. Belgium commemorated the 
Brussels Exhibition by means of five 
and ten centimes stamps. San Marino 
imagined that the opening of a new Go
vernment building was sufficient justifica
tion for a commemorative issue in 1894. 
In the same year there appeared two 
Japanese stamps commemorative of the 
silver wedding of the Mikado. Twro 
years later four more appeared to com
memorate the war with China. In 1900 the 
marriage of the Prince Imperial led to yet 
another Japanese commemorative label on 
which a pile of mochi cakes and two pair 
of chop-sticks were represented. Monte



GIBBONS STAMP W EEKLY 3 °9

negro turned out an issue in 1893 com
memorative of the introduction of print
ing. In 1898 a further series of twelve 
stamps bore witness to the bicentenary 
of the existing dynasty. The fiftieth 
anniversary of the opening of Shanghai 
to British trade in 1843 was suitably com
memorated by a Jubilee 2 cent stamp in 
1893, which bore the figure of Mercury 
on a winged wheel. In most if not all of 
these cases the stamps were issued for a 
very limited period, and they did not take 
the place of current issues.

Many commemorative issues, however, 
have taken the place of the ordinary 
issues, and have seen as much postal ser
vice as any other issue of the country. 
Of such are the Columbus, Omaha, and 
Pan-American Exposition series, the 
Diamond Jubilee issues of Canada, the 
Cabot series of Newfoundland, and the 
“ Captain C ook” centenary stamps of 
New South W ales. Of the Canadian 
Jubilee Issue, twenty million of the 3 
cents, carmine, were printed, but only

one hundred and fifty thousand of the 
i  cent, black. The latter is therefore be
coming rare. It is now catalogued at a 
shilling, whereas the 3 cents, used, may 
be obtained for a “ copper.”

The Newfoundland issues of 1897 are 
also becoming scarce. They commemor
ate the discover}' of the land by Sebastian 
Cabot in 1497. The 1 cent, green, com
memorates the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria. The rest depict Cabot, his 
ship the M atthew , the head of Henry 
V II, who granted Cabot a charter of dis
covery, and scenes of the colony’s re
sources—mining, logging, fishing, etc.

New South Wales was discovered by 
Captain Cook in 1770. It was colonized 
in 1788. The year 1888 accordingly saw 
the centenary of the colony’s birthday. 
The commemorative issue includes a 
picture of Captain Cook on the 4d., and 
two portraits, that of Captain Phillip, 
the first governor, and that of Lord Car
rington, the governor in 1888, on the 
stamp.

INGLE-NOOK Y A R N S
“ TW O OF A S T A M P ”

By C. R A Y M O N D  MEGSON
'T 'H E  2nd of October, 190-, was an 
* auspicious day for Eric Vaughan ; 

exactly eighteen years previously he had 
exalted Mr. and Mrs. Vaughan to the 
rank of Pa and Ma respectively. De
voted relations had flocked to receive 
viva voce the latest bulletins concerning 
the cherub ; but the novelty of the new 
arrival wore off, and in course of time 
other cherubim arrived to claim a portion 
of the affections of these devoted rela
tions, and Eric had to be content with the 
undivided love of admiring parents and 
a faithful maiden aunt who wore blue 
spectacles and invariably spoke in copy
book maxims.

It was this faithful aunt who had sent 
him the parcel he was busy opening on 
the morning of this, his eighteenth birth
day. The string cut, the outside paper 
removed—delight of delights, a brand- 
new stamp album lay before him, filling

his philatelic heart with untold glee. 
“ Sp an k in g !”  he said—a remark which 
was expressive, but which would not 
have met with the approval of the afore
said aunt. “  W hat a lovely day I ’ll have 
transferring my stamps from my old 
album into the new ! ”  And as he tenderly 
fingered his present, the door opened and 
his friend Terence Ross entered.

“  Many happy returns of the day,”  he 
said.

“ Thank you,”  Eric replied; and full 
of love for his new album, he showed it 
proudly to the new-comer, who looked 
at it with longing, but said, “  I want you 
to come a w alk.”  .

Eric replied, “ Oh, I can’t this morn
ing; I must do my stamps.”

“  Nonsense,”  rejoined Terence, “  there 
is plenty of time to attend to stamps ; 
but we shall have few more days this 
year so beautiful as this. Forget stamps
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for once, with their perfs. and shades, 
and come out and study the shades of 
Dame Nature.”

Eric looked out of the window, and 
partly relented. A lovely view met his 
gaze. The horizon-bounded panorama 
of Nature bathed in sunshine appealed 
strongly to him. Lanes winding through 
meadow land lay before him, lost from 
time to time in some hollow, and 
finally vanishing over the peak of some 
hill or becoming lost to view in dis
tance. Farmsteads dotted here and 
there, and the tints of autumn, added 
beauty to Nature’s pageant; and as Eric 
opened the French windows and stepped 
on to the lawn, the crisp, exhilarating air 
which kissed his brow and cheek decided 
him to leave his stamps until the evening.

The two set out on their pedestrian 
jaunt, at first without any fixed destina
tion, but ultimately deciding to walk to 
Bingford, make a detour through the by
paths to Dick Lever’s, a famous old hos
telry and landmark on the borders of 
Ramblers’ Moor, and there have lunch.

This was a favourite walk of the two 
friends ; but on previous occasions when 
they had lunched at Dick Lever’s, they 
had invariably been attended to by a girl 
whom they had designated “  The Prin
cess,”  owing to her graceful, stately 
figure, well-modulated voice, and ex
cellently shaped hands. On this occasion, 
however, a fresh girl waited upon them.

Discreet inquiries elicited the informa
tion that “ The Princess”  was ill. She 
lived alone with a widowed mother, 
whose means were inadequate to meet the 
common household expenses, and “ The 
Princess ”  had volunteered to get a situa
tion to lessen their monetary troubles. 
For some months past she had been in 
poor health, and nature had at last re
volted against the extra strain placed 
upon her delicate constitution, and she 
was now lying upon a bed of sickness. 
Before she could thoroughly recover, it 
was imperative that she should spend a 
month by the sea, and the poor mother 
was distracted at being unable to provide 
for this. Her reticence and strained 
notion of pride made it almost impossible 
for any one to offer help.

The picture of this poor girl’s suffer
ings saddened the two friends, and on 
their journey home they at first spoke little. 
Though the balm of Nature’s sweetest

smile can only hush the grieving of the 
heart, the drinking in of Arcadia’s charms 
can effectually banish sadness from the 
mind, and soon the two boys had re
gained their usual cheerfulness, and en
joyed to the full the beauty of their 
surroundings ; and the pure air exhila
rated them.

When within a hundred yards or so of 
a sharp turn in the hedge-bound road, 
Eric said, “  I say, Terry, I ’ll race you 
for a half-crown set of stamps to the 
hedge and over.”

“  Right you are,”  responded Terence. 
“ One, two, three, o f f ! ”  and away the 
two bounded, at first abreast; but when 
Terence reached the hedge Eric was 
twenty yards behind. He gave a spring, 
cleared the hedge in splendid style, and 
----- splash!

Eric stopped short, then hurried to the 
hedge. Peering over, he beheld his 
friend struggling in a stagnant pool, 
from which he emerged looking as 
though he little enjoyed his unpremedi
tated plunge. He bore his misfortune 
stoically, however, and as he attempted 
to brush the trickling water from his 
eyes with the back of his wet hands, 
smiled, and said :—

“  I say,—old—chap,—it’s —a —good— 
job that it—wasn’t a—neck-and-neck— 
finish.”

Eric laughed, and retorted, “ Yes, it 
is, indeed; but you have the honour, 
though, of discovering a new water
mark ”  ; and as he espied the weed cling
ing to Terence’s hair, added, “  Single 
Crown, laureated.”

“  But we must not stop h ere; we 
must----- ”

His sentence was interrupted by a 
cheery voice, saying :—

“  Hello ! hello ! A terrible predica
ment to be sure! ”  and the two beheld a 
pleasant - faced man of about forty. 
“ Come home with me, will you? I can 
help you in your misfortune.”

Terence accepted thankfully his un
known benefactor’s kind offer, and soon 
the three arrived at a rambling old grey 
house, where Terence indulged in a bath 
more congenial than his former one, and 
finally appeared before Eric cutting a 
comical figure in a suit a size too large.

Their benefactor ordered tea, during 
which repast he regaled the boys with 
stirring personal adventures in South
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America and interesting anecdotes of an 
eccentric distant relative, who had be
queathed to him this rambling old house 
“ and all that appertains thereto.”

“  My relative was a keen collector of 
curiosities and all objets d'art. Would 
you care to see the m useum ?” he asked.

Eric and Terence readily expressed the 
pleasure .it would afford them, and 
traversing one or two passages, entered 
a large room panelled in oak, containing 
a heterogeneous collection of curios and 
antiquities, which they examined with 
great interest.

“ Your relative appears to have col
lected everything except stamps,” said 
Eric.

“  He collected stamps,” retorted their 
kind friend. “ Are you interested in 
Philately?’’

“ Y es,” replied Eric, “ we are both 
interested very much in stamps, but are 
as yet novices. ”

Their host thereupon extracted from a 
bookcase an old worn book containing 
some fine specimens of pence Ceylon and 
rare old Australians.

Eric and Terence looked through the 
collection with a sense of keen delight.

“  It is not a great collection, I think,” 
said their host.

The boys were unable to judge as to its 
value, but thought it must be worth a 
sovereign or two.

“  It certainly contains specimens which 
neither of us possesses, doesn’t it, T erry?” 
rejoined Eric.

Terence affirmed the fact with a nod of 
the head. And their host further proved 
his kindly nature by forcing the two 
friends to accept the stamps, which at 
first they reluctantly refused to do.

Evening had approached ; a silver moon 
in an azure sky wrapped the earth in its 
mellow rays. It was, indeed, full time 
that the boys started for home; and with 
many expressions of thanks and ap
preciation of their host’s kindness, they 
bade him good night, having first made 
a promise that they would pay another 
visit to the rambling old house.

They blessed the incident which had 
given them such a bright interlude in 
their walk. It was a distance of only 
three miles to their homes in Manning,

which they soon reached, and when they 
parted, decided to examine their new 
collection the following morning.

As Eric lay in bed that night, he 
thought of “ The Princess” lying ill, and 
of the fond mother keeping her lonely 
vigil by the poor girl’s bedside. He 
wished he could help them in some way, 
and revolved in his mind many impractic
able schemes for so doing. “  The collec
tion,” he muttered; “ that would help. 
I ’ll ask Terence in the morning.”

And Morpheus called him to his arms.
He did ask Terence the following morn

ing whether he would object to selling 
the collection to help “ The Princess.” 
“  I am sure our benefactor will not mind 
if we explain. We have decent collec
tions and a deal of happiness ; the poor 
‘ Princess’ has none,” apologetically ex
plained Eric.

Terence at once expressed his approval 
of such an action, and replied, “ You’re 
a good fellow, Eric.”

Eric and Terence immediately posted 
the collection to their London dealer, 
asking him to send what he thought was 
a suitable price for it. “  I must order 
your half-crown set at the same time,” 
said Eric ; and they both smiled.

They eagerly awaited every post, until 
one morning a letter arrived enclosing a 
cheque for ^ 3 0 . Their excitement was 
boundless; they capered about and waved 
their arms in glee.

“  Our ‘ Princess ’ will get better now,” 
said Eric.

“  Y e s ,”  responded Terence ; “  but had 
we known the collection to be so valu
able, we could not have accepted it, and 
it is too late now to return it.”

That same day they posted anony
mously bank notes to the value of ^ 3 0  to 
“ The Princess,”  together with a sym
pathetic note; and when some weeks 
later they called at Dick Lever’s, they ex
perienced far greater happiness in seeing 
the bloom of health once more on the 
cheeks of “ The Princess”  than in seeing 
those fine pence Ceylon and rare old 
Australians nestling in their respective 
albums.

“  We can always add to our collections, 
can’t we? ” said Eric.

And Terence agreed.

3 iJ

S T A N L E Y  G ID D O N S  P R I C E D  C A T A L O G U E  O F  T H E  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S  O F  T H E  W O R LD . 
V o l .  I .  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  C o l o n i e s  ; p o s t - f r e e ,  as. gd. V o l .  I I .  T h e  R e s t  o f  t h e  W o r l d ; p o s t - f r e e ,  2S. 9 d ,  

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ,  L t d . ,  391, S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C .
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GOSSIP OF TH E HOUR
By CORNELIUS WRINKLE
Death of Mr. Thomas Bull 
I a m  sorry to see in the P . J .  o f G. B . 
an announcement of the death of Mr. 
Thomas Bull on 5 October, 1905. He 
held the first of the present-day stamp 
auctions in the metropolis. I well re
member those early auctions, and the 
interest they aroused in philatelic circles.

But the writer of the obituary notice 
referred to, although evidently well posted 
in those happenings, is wrong in saying 
that the idea of the auctions was to kill 
the dealers with the sales. It was no 
secret at the time that they were started 
by a section of leading collectors who 
wanted to break down the monopoly of 
first choice of all desirable stamps which 
Mr. Tapling was then given by most of 
the dealers. They thought to attract all 
good stamps into these public sales, and 
so establish an equal chance for all buyers.

The late Mr. Thomas Bull was one of 
the most genial of all the stamp auc
tioneers we have had, and was himself a 
keen collector. Hence he enlivened his 
sales with pithy and interesting notes and 
comments on what he was selling.
Non-philatelic Auctioneers 
It may amuse a few of my readers 
when I tell them that some of our so- 
called philatelic auctioneers of London 
are quite innocent of philatelic knowledge; 
they stick to the catalogue descriptions. 
But they slip occasionally. Once such 
an auctioneer put up a very great rarity. 
Some one said “ F ive.”  “  Five, five, five, 
five shillings—seven, seven, seven shill
ings—eight----- ”  Then some one con
siderately said, “ W e are bidding pounds, 
not shillings, Mr. Auctioneer.”
One Too Many For Them

At another time the buyers, watching 
their opportunity, thought to get a young 
auctioneer into a corner. At the end of 
the sale there was a lot of philatelic 
books to be sold, and amongst them 
several German works with terribly long 
German jaw-breaking titles. The auc
tioneer put up the lots by number. “  But 
what’s it all about, Mr. Auctioneer? Will 
you read it out, please? We can’t make

head or tail of it.” He smiled and hesi
tated, and once more called the number 
of the lot. But they were not to be 
denied of their fun ; they were going to 
get him to make a try at all events at 
the terrible German titles. They were 
doomed to disappointment, for, yielding 
to their demand, he read off the titles as 
fluently and correctly as a born German.
A Bit Too Simple
It is wonderful what simpletons some 
periodicals imagine their readers to be. 
Here’s a cutting which has been sent me 
from a journal calling itself the Pictorial 
M agazine, or Penny Pictorial, 1 forget 
which, and it publishes an interview with 
a coin dealer, whose name is carefully 
withheld. This coin dealer has stuffed 
up the young man from the Penny Pictorial 
with the information that such lots of 
people are giving up stamp collecting for 
coin collecting—that, in fact, coin collect
ing is the popular form of collecting now. 
But he gives the whole show away when, 
to illustrate the availability of even old 
coins, he tells the young man that a 
certain Greek coin, 2000 years old, can 
be had for is . to 2s. If coin collect
ing is now so popular that it is taking 
the place of stamp collecting, how comes 
it that a coin 2000 years old, and one of 
the most popular class of old coins, goes 
a-begging for is. to 2s. ?
Increasing Popularity of Stamp Collecting 

As a matter of fact, this coin collector 
either knew no more about stamp col
lecting than any other ignoramus, or he 
was not above shady tricks ; for never, 
despite bad trade, has stamp collecting 
been more popular than it is to-day. 
Never in the long history of stamp col
lecting have such long prices been paid 
for popular rarities at public auction as 
during the last two or three years, and 
already this year the record of prices 
promises to stretch to still greater lengths. 
Let our friend wait till May next, and 
then stroll down to our Exhibition, and 
if he does not give up coin dealing for 
stamp dealing it will not be for want 
of convincing facts.
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SPECIAL BARGAINS
FOR G .S.1V. READERS

S~\ U R Publishers propose to set apart this page fo r  the offer o f Special Bargains to 
O ' “  G. S. IV ." readers.

Foreign and Colonial readers w ill be supplied with these bargains i f  they despatch their 
orders within one week o f receipt o f the number containing the offer.

These special offers w ill be open fo r  one week only from  the date of the number in which 
they appear. After the expiration o f a week the stamps w ill be supplied at the regular rates 
only, and, in the majority o f cases, the Catalogue prices w ill be maintained, instead o f being 
reduced, as hitherto, as the result o f the purchase o f bargain parcels.

OUR NINTH SPECIAL OFFER is as follows:—

ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
SETS OF POSTAGE STAMPS 
IS THE NOVA SCOTIA i860 ISSUE

1 cent, black. 2  cents, lilac. 8J cents, green. to cents, red. I2fc cents, black.

HAVE YOU THIS SET IN YOUR 
COLLECTION ?

If not, we now offer you the chance to get it at about half 
Catalogue price.

The set of five stamps, in mint state, with full gum, price 1 5 s. 
post-free. (Catalogue price £ 1  5s.)

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D .
3 9 1 , STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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N EW  ISSUES
The E d ito r  w ill be g ra t e fu l to  h is  r e a d e r s  I f  th ey  w ill h e lp  h im  w ith  th e  e a rlie s t  p o ss ib le  in fo rm a tio n  concerning  

n ew  issu es . N ew s fr o m  th e  C olonies in  p a rt ic u la r  w fli b e  m uch a p p re c ia te d . W hen p o ss ib le , a  sp ec im en  sh ould  
a cco m p an y th e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  sh o u ld  be a d d re s se d  to

EDW ARD J .  NANKiVELL, C arnanton, C am den Park, Tun bridge W ells.

British Guiana.—The 6 c. is announced on the 
multiple CA paper.

C/vrau~< i

■)3
3
5

Wink. Multiple C A . Per/.
1  c . ,  g r e y . g r e e n .
2  c . ,  p u r p l e  a n d  b l a c k  o n  r e d  p a p e r .
4 c . „  b l u e .  • •  I
5  c .  „  , ,  o n  b l u e  p a p e r .
6  c . ,  g r e y - b l a c k  a n d  u l t r a m a r i n e ,  

i j  c . ,  p u r p l e  a n d  v i o l e t .
2 4  c .  „  g r e e n .
4 8  c . ,  g r e y  a n d  c h o c o l a t e .
6 0  c . ,  g r e e n  a n d  c a r m i n e .

Danish W est Indies P m i s ia n a ls .—Our pub-
Ushers send us three stamps of the “  cents” currency 
altered into “ bit” currency by a surcharge reading 
“  s—'b i t —  1905,” in three lines. The stamps thus 
surcharged are the 4 cents of 1898-1901 and the 5 c. 
and 8 c. of 1900-3.

P ro visio n als.
Surcharged on issues o f 1898-1901 and  1900-3.

“  5 b it  1905 *' on  4 c . ,  b lu e  a n d  b row n .
„  , ,  on  s  c . ,  b lu e.
„  , ,  on  8 c . ,  b row n .

Gibraltar—The King’s Heads on the multiple CA 
paper come slowly from this colony, though it was 
one of the first to start on the new paper. %  E w e n 's  
W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e w s  announces the is. just received, 
which makes five values in all with the new water
mark.

Wink. Multiple C  A . P d f'.
$ d ., green .
i d . ,  pu rple  o n  red  paper.
2 d ., green  a n d  carm in e, 
i s . ,  b la ck  a n d  rose, 
as., green  a n d  b lue.

Gold Coast.—The 3d. value has been received'on 
multiple C A paper.

U'uik. Multiple C A . Perf, 
xd ., p u rp le  a n d  ca rm in e .
2d. „  o ra n g e -red .
3d. „  o ra n g e .

LagOS.—We have received the 2^d. value on 
multiple C A paper, thus completing the series.

Il h a u l p e n h y II

Wink. Multiple C A . Perf.
A d., d u ll green  a n d  green .
i d . ,  p u rp le  and  b la ck  on  re d  paper.
2d . , ,  b lu e .
a id .  „  b lu e  o n  b lu e  paper.
3d . „  red .
6 d . „  m a u ve ,
i s . ,  g reen  and  b la ck .
2&» 6 d . , ,  ca rm in e .
5s. . ,  b lu e ,
xos. , ,  b row n .

Natal.—E w e n 's  W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e w s  chronicles the 
ts. value on multiple paper.

Wink. Multiple C A . Perf.
| d ., ligh t green , 
i d . ,  carm in e .
4 d ., ca rm in e  a n d  c in n a m on , 
is . ,  b lu e  and  rose .
25 . 6 d ., purple .

Roumania.—Messrs. Bright and Son send us the 
1 bani of the current series changed in colour from 
pale brown to black.

Change o f colour. 
1 b a n i, b la ck .
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M ISCELLANEOUS
Important Exchange Club Case
A legal point of much interest to members and secre
taries of philatelic exchange clubs was involved in the 
Leicester County Court case of the Stafford Philatelic 
Exchange Society v .  G. V. Wesselhought, a gentle
man of private means, living in Mansfield Road, 
Nottingham. It was an action to recover £ 6 .  19s. 3d., 
the value of certain stamps sent to defendant in the 
course of exchange.

Mr. Squires, who appeared for the plaintiffs, ex
plained the procedure adopted by the County of 
Stafford Exchange Society, which circulated sheets 
of priced and numbered foreign stamps among the 
members, who on taking stamps from the sheets 
placed their initials on the blank spaces left. Mem
bers neglecting to inform the secretary of missing 
stamps were held responsible for their value. Defen
dant received the stamps on March 30th, when 
evidence would be given that they were in proper 
order. Defendant wrote stating that he had taken 
2$. 7d, worth of stamps, and stating that some stamps 
appeared to be missing, but he did not comply with 
the rules by notifying the member who forwarded the 
stamps to him, nor did he give full particulars as to 
the number missing, stating that he noticed six or 
seven, but he could not remember exactly.

Thomas Benjamin Widdowson, of Leicester, the 
secretary of the society, bore out Mr. Squires' state
ment, and said the packet in question sent round to 
the members was valued a t  £ 2 2 $ , and was sent from 
member to member by registered post. Post cards 
were enclosed in it for every third member to send to 
the secretary stating the value of the stamps taken. 
This was chiefly for the purpose of showing the packet 
was safe. When he got the sheets back, which he did 
as soon as possible, he found that not only were sepa
rate stamps gone, but half a sheet, containing stamps 
value ^3. 10s. 5d., was also missing. All the members 
up to the defendant stated that the stamps were in 
proper order when sent on by them. In cross-exami
nation witness admitted that defendant had bought 
stamps previously, and had paid for them.

John Collier, bookseller and stationer, of Leaming
ton, who was the last member to inspect the parcel 
before defendant had it, stated that there were no un
initialled spaces when the parcel left his possession.

Mr. Wallis, counsel for the defence, submitted that 
defendant had acted quite as any honourable man 
would, though he had not perhaps adhered exactly to 
the rules, and he contended that the evidence was not 
by any means sufficient to place the responsibility on 
the defendant.

Defendant stated that he had been a member of the 
society for two years, and previously was a member of 
the Yorkshire Stamp Club, which amalgamated with 
the Staffordshire Society. When he received this 
packet of stamps he noticed that there were several 
spaces marked only with a tick, and not an initial.

His Honour: Did that strike you as unusual?— 
Witness: Not at the time.

Continuing, witness said he had not had one of the 
stamps that were missing, and did not in fact know 
what they were. He believed that, except for the 
stamps he admitted h iving had, the packet left his 
possession in the same >tate as he received it.

Cross-examined, defendant admitted that he had 
not yet paid the 2s. 7d. for the stamps he admitted he 
had kept. He also admitted that the packet was kept 
on a table in the drawing-room, where other people in 
the house might have had access to them.

His Honour said he was satisfied that the packet 
arrived safely at the defendant's house, and he was 
responsible for the safety of it while with him. What 
he was responsible for, however, had been really 
decided by his own admission. He found for the 
plaintiffs for the sum of ^5. os. 7d.

S t a m p  C o lle c to r 's  F o r t n i g h t l y .

Stamp Portrait Collecting
A nother way of forming a valuable collection from 
the intellectual standpoint would be to subscribe to 
G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly , which is publishing a bio
graphical stamp portrait series. Purchase a blank 
album of suitable size, and neatly mount the pages 
or portions of pages devoted to the subject, cut out 
the pictures carefully, and place the genuine stamps 
in the vacant places. As the article continues you 
will certainly have a very valuable and interesting 
book which will be enjoyed by all lovers of biography. 
Portraits for stamps arc usually selected with great 
care, and the engraving executed by the best artists 
in the country. To those unacquainted with such 
work a little experimenting may be necessary, but 
any careful person will soon become an adept. First 
cut the pages apart, and then cover the back with a 
coating of gum arabic ; when dry, if wrinkled, smooth 
out with an ordinary Hat iron, then trim to the desired 
size with knife and ruler, then cut out the portraits 
leaving a good margin all around. Slightly dampen 
the page and place in position; last of all insert the 
stamps in the squares left for that purpose. As the 
new subjects are only obtainable once a week it can 
never become a tax on your purse, or a labour taking 
up much of your time, while you will see a beautiful 
and interesting book growing under your hands which 
in time will certainly become valuable.

T h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  P h i la t e l is t ^  New York.

Machine Postmarking: a Warning 
I t  seems that modern postmarking may prove a 
source of danger to the stamps e n c lo s e d  i n  a  le tte r, 
and not only to the specimens actually stuck on the 
envelope. Mr. W. II. Earl draws our attention to 
the new peri) by sending us a letter despatched to 
him from London and postmarked with one of the 
new machine obliterators. The needles or sharp 
points forming a part of the postmarking mechanism 
have penetrated through the envelope and also 
through some documents enclosed—thirteen thick
nesses in all. ** Supposing,” comments Mr. Earl, 
** this had been a letter containing a consignment of 
scarce stamps, and that some great rarity had been 
punctured like this! Its value as a perfect specimen 
would be utterly destroyed !"  Exactly. We heartily 
endorse the advice with which our correspondent 
concludes his letter, namely, that philatelists sending 
valuable stamps through the post would be wise to 
protect them with a slip of fairly stout card.

S t a m p  C o l le c t o r s  F o r t n i g h t l y .

A  V E R Y  H A N D SO M E  P R E S E N T .
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A grand packet, every stamp being different and genuine, and thus forming 

a choice collection in itself. £ 3 ,  post-free and registered.
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, Loodon, W .C .
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TH E STAM P KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated fro m  the French by EDITH  C. PHILLIPS

A  PO LIC E M A N  H A N D E D  HIM A T E L E G R A M

CHAPTER XXIV { c o n t i n u e d )

W h e r e i n  W i l l i a m  a n d  R e t t y % a f t e r  h a v i n g  been ro b b e d , 
n a r r o w l y  e s ca p e  b e i n g  t a k e n  f o r  t h e  ro b b e rs

IN recognition, no doubt, of the principle that a 
certain amount of wealth renders virtue an easy 
matter, Signor Petto, in common with many 

others, could not possibly believe in the guilt of rich 
people. He indemnified himself for this weakness on 
the poor, who had a very bad time when they fell into 
his hands. What innocence then these happy mortals 
could boast, possessing between them five hundred 
million lire! The change in his behaviour was by no 
means gradual, the ingenuous functionary having no 
false pride in the matter.

44 Forgive me,”  he said, with his former bland smile, 
“  and pray do not blame me for the way in which I 
felt obliged to act this morning.”

“ Oh, certainly!”  said William. “ But another 
time do pray put back in their places the things you 
do not want.”

Signor Petto laughed a little constrainedly at this 
remark, and cringingly conducted his visitors to the 
foot of the staircase; whence the two Americans, after 
thanking the Consul for his opportune intervention 
on their behalf, went to dine at the Caf£ d'Europe, on 
the Square of St. Ferdinand, delighting in the im
promptu repast served on a little table in the midst of 
the buzzing crowd.

“ Well,” said William, after contemplating the 
lively scene before him, and raising his voice that he 
might be heard above the tumult, “  I should not mind

betting anything that that idiot of a chief of police 
will never catch our thief.”

“ Very likely not,” said Betty, shaking her head.
“ Then we have nothing to do but to go back.”
“ Oh, no! As we are here let us wait a few days 

longer. Some accident may cause his arrest. And 
then, the stamp being lost, or as good as lost, it would 
be a shame to leave this lovely country without seeing 
more of it. Goodness only knows when we shall have 
another chance.”

William agreed to follow this advice, and guide* 
book and map being at hand, like the precise 
Americans they were, they began at once to arrange 
their plans.

This was the evening of Thursday, the 21st of May.
“ To-morrow, then,” said William, “ we will go to 

the Camaldules, Pozzuoli, Cumae, Baiae, and Procida; 
the day after, Saturday, we will explore Ischia and 
return to Naples; Sunday morning we will see Pom
peii ; at four o’clock we will come back and pay our 
farewell visit to the Prince, and at 10.45 ‘n even* 
ing start for Rome. Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes
day study Rome; Thursday morning at 9.10 depart 
for Paris, where we shall arrive on Friday, the 29th 
of May, at ten o’clock in the evening, just in time to 
catch the N o r m a n d i e  at Havre at eleven the next 
morning.”

“  Lovely!"  cried Betty. 44 That will be employing 
our time well, and I haven’t the least objection to 
make.”

This plan was carried out in detail.
Being millionaires they had carriages and boats
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always at their disposal; horses waiting1 for them at 
difficult passes 5 meals, ordered beforehand, served 
the moment they appeared. So they were enabled to 
fulfil the whole of their programme without fatigue 
or weariness.

Thefirst day they rode on horseback to the Camaldules 
Monastery overlooking Naples, the view from which 
is certainly the finest in all Italy, and that is saying 
a great deal. Thence stolid mules carried them down 
to Pianura, and brought them to Astroni, the royal 
park planted so curiously in the midst of a vast extinct 
volcano. A landau took them up from this point and 
carried them to Pozzuoli, by the dried I.ake of Agnano 
and the Grotto del Cane, celebrated for its carbonic 
acid vapours.

At Pozzuoli (the ancient Greek town, formerly 
called Dikearchia) they saw the old Roman mole, the 
temple of Serapis, by turns plunged into the sea and 
brought again to the light of day by volcanic action ; 
the amphitheatre, one of the most perfect known ; 
and the Solfatara, a miniature volcano, still sending 
forth sulphurous gases.

Thence, continuing their route, they passed on to 
the foot of Monte Nuovo, which rose out of the earth 
during an eruption in 1538 5 round by the I.ake of 
Avcrnus, whose solitary shores still retain something 
of the infernal character given them by the ancients ; 
then to the ruins of Baiae, the seat of elegance and 
luxury in the time of Cicero and the Kmperors ; and 
to Misenum, whose old harbour, formed by Agrippa, 
is almost unrecognisable, but whose many antiquities, 
the Piscina Mirabilis, for example, arc sufficiently 
well preserved to tell of its ancient grandeur. They 
ended this well-filled day at Procida and Ischia, where 
a special boat was to meet them, whereon they spent 
the night.

Saturday was passed on the larger island-in visiting 
the scene of the terrible earthquake of 1883, and in 
ascending Monte Kpomeo, whose summit rises to a 
height of more than 800 yards.

On Sunday there were the marvels of Pompeii, that 
town brought once more to the light after being 
buried for eighteen centuries. They wandered all 
over the ruins, which are so full of eloquence that the 
catastrophe seemed to have but just happened, and 
they could almost hear the convulsive groans of the 
victims of the eruption of 79—whose bodies, lying 
about in every direction, were preserved in ghastly 
completeness by the ashes.

But the third day came to an end, and William and 
Betty, punctual like all true citizens of the Union, 
took the train for Pausilippe, that they might take 
leave of Prince Albrandi.

“ What do you want?*’ was the brutal question of 
the first domestic to whom they applied.

“ To sec Prince Albrandi.”
“  Pooh 5 He has other fish to fry.”
Astounded at such languagetand such a reception, 

William and Betty did not know what to do, or 
whether to press the matter. But as they were start
ing that very evening they thought it better to make 
one last effort to see the Prince and thank him for his 
gracious reception.

“ Your pardon if we are importunate,” returned 
William, his affected politeness contrasting with the 
rough tone of the valet. “ We are leaving Naples to
day and are very desirous of being received by your 
master. Kindly have this card sent in to him.”

The servant cast a disdainful glance on the piece of 
cardboard, and holding it out to one of his comrades, 
who was marching along at the end of the entrance 
hall, said—

“ Here, Antonino, take this to the patron and tell 
him the people are he •e

Tren ne turned his back on them.
Presently the second valet reappeared.
“ You can come in,” he shouted from the end of 

the passage.
They advanced and, following their conductor.

were taken into a large room used as a waiting-room, 
round which several people were seated. These 
persons were talking together in an excited fashion, 
and the two Americans, who knew enough Italian to 
understand it, were not a little surprised at the 
snatches of conversation which they caught.

“ It had to come ; this has lasted for ten years.” 
“ Ah! no doubt it could be easily foreseen.”
“ As for me, I won't wait any longer. He shall pay 

or I'll have him sold up.”
“ When you think of such a waste I I'll wait no 

longer myself. Why, in three years he has bought 
from me sixteen hundred and thirty-four lire worth 
of trouser-braces alone ! ”

“ And he owes me, for the two years that he has 
aid nothing, a hundred and twenty thousand lire for 
read.”
“ And me, eighteen hundred lire for blotting-paper.” 
“ And me, twenty-five thousand lire for sponges 

and tooth-brushes.
“  It's horrible 1 We really can't wait any longer! ”
“  No ! and we won’t !"
At this moment a door opened, and the Prince 

himself appeared showing out a visitor, who was 
saying in an arrogant tone—

“ You quite understand? You pay for my fire
works in less than a week or I have you sold up.” 

“ You charge me three times their value," said the 
Prince wearily.

“  Not a bit of it. At eighty thousand lire they are 
given away.”

“ Given ! ”
But perceiving William and Betty the Prince 

blushed, got rid of his creditor, and motioned to 
them to come in.

“ We were here first,” cried the others with one 
voice.

“ One instant, just one instant, I pray you,” said 
the Prince almost supplicatingly. “ This lady and 
gentleman will not detain me a minute.”

And as they continued their protestations he closed 
the door of his study, leaving himself alone with the 
two young people.

“ Kxcuse nie for receiving you in the midst of this 
crowd,” said he. “  It is settling up day to-day, and I 
am in the habit of receiving my tradespeople myself.” 

This was said with a painfully constrained smile, 
and it was clear that his indifference was a very super
ficial one. Betty, observing this, was suddenly struck 
with an idea, which seemed to her a brilliant one, for 
it had the double advantage of being decidedly pro
fitable to the Prince, and eventually also to hersell.

But she would not announce it at once, lest he 
should think she had come on purpose. She let the 
conversation pass through its usual banalities, spoke 
of their recent excursions, and of the wonders of 
the neighbourhood; and then, when the subject 
began to lo«e its interest, she suddenly asked—

“ Well, Prince, and what news have you of the 
stamp?”

“ Alas, Miss Scott! I am greatly afraid that I shall 
never find it again.”

The Prince spoke with profound melancholy, in 
which might be traced his bitter regret at not having 
received for this little scrap of paper the two 
hundred thousand lire which Betty had offered a few 
days earlier, and which would have paid off the most 
pressing of his debts.

“  Well, I am less pessimistic than you are,” returned 
the young girl, “ and have not lost all hope. In fact, 
so little have I lost hope that my offer still holds good, 
if you care to sell it.”

The Prince made a sudden movement at these 
words, and the light of desire appeared in his eyes.

“ But how can I sell a thing which is no longer in 
my possession ? ” he asked.

“  Nothing is easier, Prince, in the way I mean.” 
“ Please explain!” said the Prince quickly, the 

hope of such a windfall returning in force.
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Rut William had caught at Betty’s plot, and it was 

he who hastened to reply.
“ Prince,” said he, “ it is very true that you have 

not the stamp, but it may be found again, and all the 
more probably, because the thief will want to make 
as much as he can out of it. Now for this he would 
have to sell it to some big collector, who will hasten 
to make his find public. People will know, I shall 
hear of it, and you see what follows. So I will buy of 
you, not the stamp, as you haven’t it, but the pro
prietorship of the stamp, or, if you prefer it, the right 
to reclaim it if it is found again, a right which belongs 
to you, naturally.”

“ Ah! but permit me,” protested Betty, “ this is 
my offer, and 1 ought to have the priority.”

“  Let us say that our offers are simultaneous,” said 
William in a conciliating tone. “ Neither of us has 
any wish to wrong the other. So let us conclude the 
bargain with the Prince, each on our own account, 
and thus acquire equal rights.”

“ But to sell the same thing at the same time to two 
different purchasers is somewhat unusual! ” said 
Albrandi.

“ What does it matter if we both consent?” cried 
Betty, beguiled by the prospect of a fresh contest 
between herself and her fellow-philatelist.

The discussion was here interrupted by the free 
and easy entrance of the chief of police, who, annoyed 
as he was at finding William and Betty there, would 
not allow himself to show it, but greeted them 
effusively.

“  Well, is the pretended boyard in custody?” asked 
the Prince.

“  No, but very near it. They are shadowing him. 
He has gone by train to Brindisi this morning to 
catch the O r i e n t , and I shall have a telegram before 
the evening is over informing me of his arrest.”

“ But if they are shadowing him, why in the world 
didn’t they catch him before he got into the train?” 
cried William impatiently.

“ Very true,” said the Prince.
“ And obvious,” supported Betty.
Signor Petto shook his head intelligently several 

times, and said with a mysterious gesture—
“ You cannot understand?”
“ No, I give it up,” said William, shrugging his 

shoulders imperceptibly.
Then, in a few words, they informed the new-comer 

of the bargain about to be struck. He could not 
grasp the idea at first, and begged for further en
lightenment.

“ So now it is you who cannot understand,” said 
William, laughing. “ Well, listen. This stamp, 
which has disappeared, may be recovered.”

“  Naturally, since you have been told the thief is to 
be arrested this evening.”

“ Let us be prepared for the worst,” said the 
sceptical American, “ and suppose the capture put off 
for a few hours—a few days—a few months.”

“ That cannot be.”
44 Wei), in a few months—a few years-----”
“ You arc jesting?”
“  Not at all. Moreover, if you do arrest the thief, 

he may not have the stamp In his possession.”
“ Well, then?”
“ Then we will both—Miss Scott and I—buy from 

Prince Albrandi the right of calling ourselves its 
legitimate owners if it is found, and if not the right of 
searching for it by any means in our power.”

“  But you will both purchase the same right, and 
that is not possible.”

“ That is our private business, Miss Betty’s and 
mine, to be arranged between us.”

“ And what price will you give?” asked the chief 
curiously.

3i8
“ A hundred thousand francs each, money down."
“  It's perfectly absurd ! You must be a couple of 

fools! ”
The Prince threw a crushing glance at Signor 

Petto, and said drily—
“ Sir, you will oblige me by not expressing any 

opinion upon a matter which does not concern 
you.”

“ Fools or not,” said Betty, rejoicing in a little 
innocent revenge on the poor chief, “ we conclude 
the bargain of our own free will, and I assure you it 
will not give you any cause for searching our port
manteaus a second time.”

The officer struck his flag without more words, and 
William began again.

“ You have not told us yet, Prince, whether you 
accept our proposal.”

Albrandi felt he ought to show some reluctance, 
though he greatly feared it might be taken seriously.

“ In point of fact,” he said, “ I do not know if it 
would be right for me to---- ”

“ What, Prince!” cried Betty. “ Not when we 
offer it? When we beseech you to take it? You 
have no responsibility at all in the matter.”

“ Well, since you really wish it---- ”
And the Prince immediately drew- up two identical 

receipts for a hundred thousand francs each, by the 
terms of which he ceded the full and entire pro
prietorship of the Brahmapootra stamp, in whatever 
place it might be found, to Mr. William Kcniss and 
to Miss Betty Scott; engaging, in addition, to let 
them know at once if he heard any news of it, and 
to forward it on to them if it should be returned to 
him. In exchange for these two documents William 
and Betty handed the Prince two cheques for a 
hundred thousand francs each, on the Neapolitan 
banker, Meuricoffre, with whom they had, since the 
previous evening, opened an account through their 
New York bank.

This accomplished, the two Americans retired- 
after mutual thanks, endless polite speeches, and pro
longed farewells—in company with the chief of police, 
who was returning to the Municipio to wait for the 
despatch announcing the capture of Tilbury-Sparti- 
vento-Orsikoff. But he had not the trouble of going 
so far, for scarcely had he left the palace when a police
man, who had been sent in search of him, handed 
him a telegram, which he immediately opened.

“  Is he arrested?” asked William, slyly.
“  No, not exactly,”  returned Signor Petto, in an 

embarrassed tone. 14 He was not to be found in the 
train when it arrived at Brindisi. But the men tel) 
me they are quite certain of apprehending him to
morrow morning.”

The two young people smiled at each other, and 
the chief saw how little credit, and with reason, they 
gave to his words.

“  Well, good luck ! ” said they. And with this the 
three parted. Signor Petto went on his way, and the 
other two returned to the Grand Hotel to dine.

“  We’ve done a good day’s work, in my opinion,” 
said William.

“ You think so?”
44Well, don’t you? Here we are the legitimate 

possessors-----”
“ Of an object which we haven’t got " "
“  But which we may recover---- ”
“  By Easter!”
“ Yes, or Trinity Sunday! ”
This reflection highly amused the two philatelists, 

though it left them a little thoughtful. They could 
not, in fact, help reflecting on the time they had lost 
and the trouble of all sorts they had brought upon 
themselves during a journey so long, so stirring, and 
—it must be confessed—so fruitless.

(To be continued,)
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PH ILATELIC SOCIETIES
Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Philatelic Society
The first meeting’ of session 1905-6 was held in the 
Religious Institution Rooms, Glasgow, on the even
ing of Friday, 20 October, when the President, 
Mr. Guybon Hutson, gave a display of stamps 
from his collection, which numbers 34,000 varieties, 
and is understood to be the finest in Scotland. The 
President prefaced his display by an address on many 
matters of interest to philatelists. He explained that 
he had been thirty-seven years steadily putting his 
collection together, and was not conscious of ever 
parting with anything not a duplicate, but that he 
had found the new issues accumulating at such a pace, 
that in order to get the older issues more nearly com
plete he had decided to put a point to his collection 
with the end of the nineteenth century, so that he 
had nothing in it issued after the year 1900, nor had he 
any “ Post Office'* Mauritius, but the members present 
seemed to think he must have practically everything 
else.

He expressed his preference in point of interest for 
many of the less-known foreign countries, examples 
of which he gave, and particularly of those of which 
forgeries were prolific, as against the comparative 
sameness of the rank and file of British Colonials, and 
said he did not regard a collection of the stamps of 
any country as complete without the envelope stamps, 
cut square for preference, so that only one copy of 
each stamp need appear. He contrasted the dis
abilities under which the “ old collector laboured, 
compared with the new," touched upon the questions 
of used v . unused, shades and condition, and con
demned what he called the over-cataloguing of recent 
years, which, he said, had sickened many good phila
telists. He gave illustrations of difficult varieties of 
paper, and expressed the opinion that stamp collecting 
would have been a better hobby if the perforation 
gauge had never been heard of. One might, he said, 
have the desire to collect stamps without feeling 
inclined to spend his days with a perforation gauge, 
in the absence of which the question of how* to limit, 
what to collect, or what to throw overboard to lighten 
the ship could have been indefinitely postponed. 
Philately, like “ misery," he said, “ acquainted a man 
with many strange bedfellows"; and he spoke some
what feelingly of the many attempts to palm off 
things that were not what they seemed, and suggested 
that the Society should become in effect a Philatelic 
Protection Society, so that none of its members need 
buy anything that was not what he supposed it to be.

Dr. Rees Price, one of the Vice-Presidents, fol
lowed with some appreciative remarks, and on his 
motion a hearty vote of thanks was accorded the 
President by the large representation of members 
present for the treat he had given them. Ten new 
members were duly elected at the meeting.

Marc Cald er , Secreta ry . 
186, Bya rs  Road, H il l h e a d ,

G lasgow .

Leeds Philatelic Society.
President: E. Egly, Arncliffe Road, W est Park, Leeds.
Secretary :  Charles V. Harding, J39, Belle Vue Road, Leeds.
M ee tin g sL ee d s  In s  itute, Cookridge Street, Leeds.
Annual Subscription 5s. ; Entrance Fee, 2 s . 6d.

The second fortnightly meeting of the new session 
was held in the Society’s room at the Leeds Institute 
on Tuesday the 17th instant, when there was a dis
play of South African* stamps by the members, of 
whom a large number and some visitors were present.

The countries represented included the Transvaal, 
Orange River Colony, Cape Colony, and British 
South and Central Africa, and the collections that 
were shown are conclusive evidence of the growing 
popularity of these fine stamps. Notes on the various 
issues were read, those relating to the Transvaal and 
the New Republic being taken in hand by the 
President, Mr. E. Egly, whilst those on Cape Colony 
and the Orange Free State were “ dispensed” in 
an equally interesting and instructive manner by 
Mr. J. H. Thackrah. To the specialist in particular 
the issues of the late Boer Republic offer an almost 
limitless field of study and research, new varieties of 
the earlier issues being constantly brought to light. 
Is not this also a country that reminds us forcibly, 
alas! of “ missed opportunities"? Its rare stamps 
of to-day could be had but a few years back for as 
many shillings as in many instances they now cost 
pounds!

Several novelties were shown of an interesting 
nature, and Messrs. \V. M. Gray and A. H. Stamford 
of Bradford, and Mr. I). W. Morten of Leeds, also 
four other gentlemen, were elected members of the 
Society.

Any information as to terms of membership, etc., 
may be obtained on application to the Hon. Sec., 
Mr. Chas. \V. Harding, 139, Belle Vue Road, Leeds.

The Junior Philatelic Society
President: Fred J. Melville.
Secretary: N. F. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, Clapham 

Road, S .W .
M eetings: Exeter Hall, Strand, W-C.
Annual Subscription ; Is. 6d.

THE splendid attendance at the opening meeting of 
the Junior Philatelic Society for this season was quite 
eclipsed by that at the second meeting, when nearly 
200 members were present during the four and a half 
hours the hall was open.

Exchange was brisk, and, as usual, some interesting 
incidents occurred. An official spied a stamp in a 
young collector's book marked id., and told him it 
was well worth 2s. 6d., and he should get that amount 
in exchange for it. Unable (apparently) to realize his 
good fortune, the youth raised the price only to is., 
whereupon the official mentioned the stamp to an 
ordinary member of the Society, who promptly 
secured it.

Noticeable among the members attending this 
meeting on Nelson day were many provincial 
members. The Trafalgar enthusiasm ran high, but 
only in one case was it responsible for an absentee. 
One of the oldest “ juniors'' handed in his card, on 
which this message was conveyed to the President: 
“ Sorry not to hear your Nelsonian remarks, but am 
tired out after properly observing ‘ Trafalgar Day.’ " 
We have no means of stating the particular form this 
“  proper observance " took.

At 8 p.m., after the minutes had been read and 
acknowledgments passed to the donors of gifts to the 
Library, Permanent Collection, and Forgery Collec
tion, the President read a carefully prepared paper 
entitled “  Notes on the Posts and Post-roads of 
Nelson's Time," in which, by means of contemporary 
letters, manuscripts, and pamphlets, he gave a very 
clear and concise account of the state of the postal 
service at home and the “ packet” service abroad. 
Various letters and drawings were exhibited to illus
trate the paper. On the motion of Mr. L. Savournin, 
a cordial vote of thanks was passed to the reader of 
the paper by acclamation.

Mr. R. Halliday then read a valuable paper on
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“ The Electric and International: a talk about British 
Telegraph Companies and Their Stamps.” This 
paper, which presented an exhaustive history of the 
stamps in question, was illustrated by a small display.

On the motion of the Chairman, Mr. Halliday 
received the thanks of the meeting.

The final item on the programme for the evening 
was a pleasant little display of Cape Colony by 
Mr. Ernest Heginbottom, b .a . Mr. Melville pro- 
posed, and Mr. R. Shepherd seconded, the vote of 
thanks which was accorded enthusiastically to Mr. 
Heginbottom for his display.

The members elected were seventeen in number, 
including two life members. Owing to the repeated 
complaints from recently elected members as to these 
published lists being used for repeated circularizing, 
the Committee has decided to refrain from giving 
even the towns in which the new members reside.

The Rev. Sir G. R. Fetherston, Barb ; Chas. Letts 
(life members). Henry Alsop, R. W. Harold Row, 
Miss E. Howard, J. L. Eastwood, Mrs. Bailey, 
Wm. E. Ault, R. J. Readhead, G. A. Jarman, Vincent 
Smith, Hugh Rodger Doig, F. C. Hyland, L. K. 
Selfe, Oswald Challis, Miss M. E. Ackerley, L. Harald 
Kjellstedt.

It was announced that the Society’s new publica
tion, T h e  S t a m p s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a le s , would be 
ready early in November, and orders for it at the 
advance subscription rate of is. id. post-free should 
be sent without further delay, or they will be charged 
is. 7d. post free on and after date of publication.

All communications respecting the book, andapplica- 
tions for membership, should be sent to the Honorary 
Secretary, H. F. Johnson, 4, Portland Place North, 
Clapham Road, London, S.W.

ED ITO R IA L NO TES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—We regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I, all told. By 
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers' price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
J . Kankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance: 2s. 6d. per dozen; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ; 
G. Genuine; G.F. Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

OUR PH ILA TELIC
N O VEM BER, 1905
14. Kent and Sussex Philatelic Society: Display, at Dunorlan,

Panbury Road, Tunbridge Wells, at 3 p.m.
14 & is. Auction : Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, 

London. 4.30 p.m.
15. Enterprise Philatelic Society: General Display by Mem

bers. British Colonial King's Heads. Display with 
Notes— Barbados. E. Heginbottom, b .a ., with Display 
of the Society's Collection of Forgeries, Reprints, and 
Bogus Issues, with Notes by the Hon. Counterfeit 
Detector. General Sale and Exchange.

16. Bristol and Clifton Philatelic Society. Dominica, Grenada,
and Jamaica.

16 & 17. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 
London. 4.45 p.m.

17. Manchester Philatelic Society: Elementary Discussion—
Dominica and Jamaica, opened by J .  S. Gee.

18. Junior Philatelic Society : Bourse; 6 p.m. Paper and dis
play—Colombia, Republic and States; A . H. L. Giles, 
r. n. ;  8 p.m. Display— African Colonies II, Gambia 
and Gold Coast; 9 p.m.

R. Reprint: W. Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of Vol. I of G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly  in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—We wish to make G ib b o n s  
S t a m p  W e e k ly  a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 

ermanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous” page, 
ource and date of cutting must be given.
Philatelic Societies.—We wish to make a special 

feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

D IARY
20. Liverpool Philatelic Society: Discussion—Collecting as a 

Hobby, opened by J .  Hughes. Displays of Brithh 
Bechuanaland and Panama.

si. Leeds Philatelic Society: Display—British Guiana, with 
Notes by J .  H. Thackrab.

Herts Philatelic Society : Display of West Australia, with 
Notes by L. L. R . Ilausburg.

23 &  24. Auction : Ventom, Bull,and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 
Surrey Street, Strand, London. 5 p.m.

24. Manchester Philatelic Society: Display of Orange Free 
State, with Notes by W . D. Beckton.

London Philatelic Society: Mr. B. D . Knox. A  Paper 
entitled “  The Malta Local Post and its Stamps,”  with 
Display.

28 & 2Q. Auction : Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

30. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, London.
4.45 P-m.

Birmingham Philatelic Society: Auction.

Printed by W. B kbndon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for tbe Proprietors, Stanley  G ibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W f .
11  November, 1905.
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THE CO UNTRIES 
OF T H E W O RLD
By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
Bermudas
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SOMERS ISLANDS
(HorfL-Atlantic Ocean)
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'T H E  Bermuda Islands stand well out 
1  into the Atlantic, six hundred miles 

from the coast of North Carolina. Strictly 
speaking, they are not geographically a 
part of the West Indian archipelago, but 
they are, for convenience’ sake, generally 
classed with that group. The islands, 
which are of coral formation, have a

It a f t ! ' *" iin?. T.3in^

length o f about twenty miles and a width 
of five miles. They are surrounded by 
what is termed a growing reef, through 
which a few more or less intricate channels 
admit vessels. On the main island is 
Hamilton, the capital and seat of govern
ment, a town with a population of 1300. 
The total population of the islands in
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1901 was 17)535, including 6000 whites 
and 9000 coloured persons.

The group was discovered in 1522 by a 
Spaniard named Juan  Bermudez, who was 
shipwrecked there on his way from Spain 
to Cuba. In 1609 Sir George Somers, 
an English admiral, was also shipwrecked 
on the islands, which were as a conse
quence given the name of Somers’ Islands, 
but this second name is now rarely used. 
In 1612 the islands settled down as an 
English possession, being mainly colonized 
from Virginia.

Strategically, the islands are of con
siderable importance, for the harbour of 
St. George’s is said to be able to accom
modate the whole of the British navy.

T heir Philatelic H istory

From the philatelic point of view Ber
muda is a fairly inexpensive country, 
except for a small group of provisionals. 
The colony did not commence the issue 
o f postage stamps till 1865, and of its 
first series of five values only the 3d. can 
be considered as at all scarce. They were 
all watermarked Crown C C  and com
prised stamps o f the value of id ., 2d., 
3d., 6d., and is.

In 1874 and 1875 there was an outcrop 
of provisionals. A supply of 3d. stamps 
was provided by surcharging the id. and 
is. values with the words t h r e e  p e n c e . 

Then in the following year there were 
provisionals of the id. value, 2d., 3d., 
and is. stamps being converted into id. 
stamps by a surcharge of “  One Penny.”  
In 1880 two new values, Jd. and 4d., 
were added, still watermarked CC. Then 
in 1884-93 followed the CA  series of 
Queen’s Heads, several of which are still 
current. In 1901 a one farthing stamp 
was provided by surcharging the is . with 
the words o n e  f a r t h i n g  ; and last, and 
still current, we have what is termed the 
Dock design.

1865. This first issue consisted of five 
values at id ., 2d., 3d., 6d., and is . They 
were engraved and printed by Messrs. 
De la Rue and Co. on paper watermarked 
Crown C C, and were perforated 14. 
As will be seen from the following list, 
all but the 3d. o f this first issue may still 
be had at reasonably low prices. The 
6d. of the series is still current; hence 
its low catalogue price.

I  Vmft. Crown C C . P e r f
U n u s e d .  

s. d.
U sed . 
s. d.

i d . ,  r o s e - r e d . . 2  6 O 4
2 d . ,  b lu e 3  0 3 0

3 d . ,  y e l l o w  ( 1 8 7 3 ) . 15 O 10 0

6 d . ,  m a u v e  . . 0  8 0 6

i s . ,  c r e a m . 7 6 1 6

1874. Provisional.—The 3d., which for 
cataloguing and grouping purposes has 
been included in the preceding first series, 
was not issued till 1873. It was provided 
for payment of the then single rate of 
postage between Bermuda and British 
North America. The first supply of 9800 
which reached the colony in March, 1873, 
was exhausted by February of the follow
ing year, and a provisional issue became 
necessary. Hence the following Govern
ment minute: “ 1874. February 21. The 
Council approve of the issue of a portion 
of the redundant One Sh illin g  postage 
stamps in store as Threepenny stamps, 
with a distinct crossing of ‘ three ’ or 
‘ 3d.’ if  possible of a different coloured 
ink.”  Consequently some 13,300 of the 
“ redundant”  shillings were surcharged 
with the words t h r e e  p e n c e . This sur
charge was printed diagonally on each 
stamp, in black ink, from the left bottom 
to the right top corner. There were two 
varieties of this surcharge, one in fancy 
italic capitals shaded, and the other in 
ordinary Roman capitals.
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TOSBB BBf/CS
P r o v is io n a l .

In fancy italic shaded capitals.
Unused. Used.

S. d . s . d .
3d. on is., green . . 40 o 30 o

In Roman capitals.
s. d . s. d .

3d. on is., green . . 50 o 30 o

1875- Provisionals. — In this year a 
shortage of id. stamps was tided over 
by surcharging 2d., 3d., and is. stamps 
of the first issue with the words “ One 
Penny ”  in two lines. The total num
bers issued of these provisionals were as 
follows :—

td. on 2d., blue, 4800. 
id. on 3d., yellow, 12,000. 
id. on is., green, 23,500.

One
Penny.

Prm nsionals.
“ One Penny” in capitals and small letters.

Unused. Used. 
s. d . s. d.

id. on 2d., blue 
id. on 3d., yellow

• . 40 O 30 0
• 15 0 15 0

id. on is., green . . 12 6 12 6

1880. In this year two new values.
$d. and 4d., were added, both water
marked Crown CC. These two stamps 
were the last printed on the Crown CC 
paper, unless indeed we except the still 
current first issue 6d., of which pre
sumably printings are still being made, 
unless a very “  redundant ” stock is being 
worked off.

W m k .  C r o w n  C C .  P e r f .

Unused. Used, 
x. d .  s . d .

£d., stone . . . 0 4  0 4
4d., orange-ied . . 0 8  0 6

1884-93. W e now come to the last 
and still partially current Queen’s Heads, 
all watermarked Crown CA. A  new 
value of 2$d., to meet the requirements 
of the Postal Union, is added. The id. 
of the previous issue is changed in colour 
from stone to dull green; the id. appears 
first in dull rose (now getting scarce) and

carm ine; the 2d. was first printed in the 
old colour of blue, and was then changed 
to violet-brown to avoid clashing with 
the Postal Union 2id ., blue ; the 3d. was 
changed from yellow to grey, and the is. 
from green to yellow-brown.

W m k .  C r o w n  C A .  P e r f .

^d., dull green
Unused. 

s. d .
. 0 2

Used.
x. d .  
O l

id., rose-red . . 2 6 0 4
id., carmine ♦ 0 3 O I
2d., blue (1886) . . t 6 I 6
2d., violet-brown (1893) . * 0 3 0 3
2id., ultramarine. . 0 4 0 2
3d., grey (1886) . . 0 6 0 6
is., yellow-brown (1893). . 1 4 * 4

1901. Provisional. The following
count of the issue of the One Farthing 
provisional of this year was supplied to 
the Monthly Jo u rn al at the time by a 
correspondent in the colony : “  It appears 
that an Act was passed last year under 
which an inland rate of Jd . per two 
ounces is to be levied on newspapers 
which have hitherto been conveyed free. 
As it was desired to bring this into force 
from 1 January, there was no time to get 
a new plate prepared, and a telegram 
was sent home requesting that a supply 
might be printed from the is. plate in 
grey, and overprinted o n e  f a r t h i n g . 
Owing to delay of the steamer, the 
stamps did not arrive till 10 Jan u ary ; 
they were put on sale on the n th , with 
the result that all were bought up by 
speculators within twenty-four hours, and, 
until a fresh lot can be obtained, the 
newspapers have to pass free as before! 
The Post Office loses nothing, of course, 
as many more stamps have been sold 
than were at all likely to be used upon 
newspapers, and we suspect that the sub
scribers to the papers will be the prin
cipal gainers. From 4d. to 6d. each was 
being asked for the stamps on the spot, 
but as the supply was some £,200  worth, 
or 192,000 stamps in all, the fortunate (?) 
purchasers will be glad to unload at very 
much less than that before long.”

The Monthly C ircular of a later date
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stated that there were £ 2^ 0  worth of the 
provisional put on sale, and that ^ 2 3 5  
worth were purchased by three specula
tors, who endeavoured to gull stamp 
collectors into the belief that these stamps 
would be of great value.

It is to be hoped that the three specu
lators burnt their fingers badly. At all 
events they have not succeeded in main
taining a premium price against collectors. 
Copies are plentiful to-day, and are likely 
to remain so for many years. Presum
ably there was a second supply, for no 
permanent stamp of Jd. has yet been 
issued.

ONE
FARTHING

P ro visio n a l.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
£d. on is. grey • • . 0 1  0 1

1902-4. Bermuda is very proud of its 
splendid harbours, and of its great float
ing dock, which is said to be one of the 
finest in the world, measuring 545 feet in 
length with a floating capacity of 16,500 
tons. This dock the colony has placed

upon its latest stamps as a central design 
of a new issue, of which we have had the 
id .,  id ., and 3d. values, with, presum
ably, other values to follow as the 
Queen’s Heads are exhausted.

Dock design.
W m k . Crown C  A . P erf.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

W., green, centre black . . 0 1 0 1
Id., carmine, centre black . . 0 2 0 1
3d., sage-green, centre magenta 0 5  —

1904. Last year we had a surprise 
issue in the shape of the old 4d. of 1880 
watermarked Crown CA.

Old design.
W m k. Crown C A .  P erf.

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

4d., orange-red . . . 0 6  —

{To bt continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E

The P r ic e s  qu oted in the fo re g o in g  o rtic te  a re  ta ken  fro m  our p u b lis h e r s ' la test C a ta lo gu e, a n d  ore. 
therefore, the P r ic e s  a t Which S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  W ill h a v e  p le a s u re  in  s u p p ly in g  a n y  o f  the 
sta m p s that m ay b e  n e ed e d  b y  a n y  o f  o u r re a d e rs .

T H E  IM P R O V E J >  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M ,  N o . 0 .

One Hundred and Tenth Thousand. The best and largest Shilling Album ever published. 176 large pages. 
Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48 extra pages added in this edition without extra charge. This Album is row 
selling at the rate of over 1000 copies a month. The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and 
it gives universal satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last edition had nearly 20 extra 
pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a 
mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, 
capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in 
art cloth. The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. There is also an illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we 
pay for each. Price, bound in handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d. E. S. says: “  I asked a friend where the 
best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying that he had bought one and sold 
it next day for is. 6d., after keeping the stamps." A. A. writes: “  I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, 
and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me as. for it. Please 
send me another."

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London, W .C .
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STAMP C O LLEC TIN G  
AS AN IN V E ST M E N T  
FOR BEG IN N ERS
By C H A R L E S  J. PHILLIPS
T'JU R worthy editor has asked me to 

write a short article on the above 
subject. It is one that I have already 
written about in the Monthly Jo u rn al for 
May, 1903, but Mr. Nankivell thinks that 
a large proportion of the readers of our 
American Special Number of G .S. IV. will 
not have seen my previous notes in the
M .J., and that the subject might be 
written up from the point of view of the 
young collector—not necessarily young 
in years, but young to our hobby.

1 thoroughly believe that in all kinds of 
collecting—in coins, stamps, prints, books, 
etc.—money can be made eventually by 
those who care to give time and study to 
their hobby, and I am sure that this 
applies in a marked degree to stamp 
collecting.

There is, however, no royal road to 
making a hobby profitable—no more than 
there is to making a fortune on the Stock 
Exchange. Lots of books are published, 
both here and in America, on “  How to 
become rich quick ”  by following certain 
systems; but to the outsider all such 
advice will generally cause the investor 
to lose far more than he wins, and I 
therefore wish to see if the experience 
gained in the past quarter o f a century 
devoted to stamp dealing may not enable 
me to give some hints to “ young 
collectors ”  that may be of use to them.

A beginner must not think that he can 
spend a few pounds in buying at hap
hazard packets and sets o f stamps and 
sell them in a few months for more than 
he gave; but even here the “ greenest”  
collector will not have wasted his money 
entirely, as he world have done if he had 
spent the amount in picture post cards, in 
tuck (bad for his “ Little M ary” ), or in 
many of the usual ways that boys have 
of getting rid of their money.

1 might also say here that 1 consider

stamp collecting a real investment for the 
beginner apart from making money out 
of it.

Just think for a moment what advant
ages the youth who collects and studies 
stamps has over one who neglects them.

Stamp collecting teaches him some
thing every' hour he spends at it—geo
graphy and history especially'; names of 
the rulers of countries, coinage of the 
world—and gives him the habit of study 
and the eye for minutiae that will be of 
help to him throughout life : his stamps 
keep a boy occupied on wet days and 
long evenings. He learns how to corre
spond and something about keeping 
accounts if he joins a stamp club, and, in 
short, I consider that all these things 
arising out of collecting are a good in
vestment, and will be of use in any busi
ness career.

Before giving my opinion on invest
ments in stamps, I will mention shortly a 
few classes of stamps that the collector 
will do well to avoid, and afterwards 
consider how he can take up a pleasant 
and interesting hobby, combined with a 
reasonably good investment for his money 
at the same time.

What to Avoid
I should strongly advise the investor 

to avoid the pitfalls noted below.

I St. Stamps quoted in advertisements 
at one-third to one-tenth part o f catalogue 
price.

Remember that if such stamps are on 
sale to collectors at such discounts under 
catalogue, they are also on sale to dealers 
at still greater discounts, and we dealers 
who publish catalogues avail ourselves 
of such opportunities, and in the follow
ing edition of our catalogues materially 
reduce prices ; so that often a collector
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who has, say in 1904, bought a set of 
stamps for 6s., then catalogued at 30s., 
finds in his 1905 catalogue that the price 
has come down to 8s. Not only has he 
made no bargain, but all the people who 
wanted these particular stamps have been 
filled up, and when he wants to sell he 
finds that there is no market.

2nd. A void a ll stamps cancelled or 
postmarked to order, such as the rubbish 
of Labuan and North Borneo. The 
supply is unlimited, like picture post 
cards, and when you want to realise you 
find that you cannot effect a sale.

3rd. Exercise great care in purchasing 
used stamps that have a much greater 
value than similar stamps unused, such 
as Heligoland, Virgin Isles, Bahamas 
id ., imperf., etc. The fakers take the 
genuine stamps, and apply such good 
imitations of the postmarks that often 
only first-rate experts can tell the good 
from the bad. Such stamps should only 
be purchased from dealers who are really 
experts, and who have a reputation to 
maintain.

4th. A void stamps made prim arily fo r  
stamp collectors and only secondarily fo r  
postal use.

The most flagrant examples in this 
respect are the almost endless series of 
what are termed “ Seebeck ” stamps—that 
is, sets of stamps ranging from 1 cent to 
10 dollars, and issued from Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and Salvador.

For one stamp of the higher values 
that is used postally, hundreds are sold 
at a nominal price to dealers, and when 
the young investor wants to part with 
such things he will find no market.

A recent example of rubbish every bit 
as bad as the Seebecks will be found in 
the numerous stamps emanating from 
Colombia. These goods (although good 
for postage, for our publishers have had 
many on letters in their mails) were at 
first offered at about is. to the peso, but 
now, owing to the great depreciation 
caused by the war in Colombia, the 
stamps can be had at i|d . or less to the 
peso.

5th. Above a ll, avoid poor condition.
This is the chief point of all in collect

ing stamps as an investment.
I f  you collect used stamps, see that 

they are lightly cancelled, not daubed all

326

over with a mass of ink, so that the 
design of the stamp can hardly be seen. 
In many stamps it is o f use to obtain 
early dated copies to show when particu
lar colours, perforations, watermarks, 
etc., came into use, and as an investment 
a specialized collection is much improved 
by a judicious selection of such stamps.

In unused stamps I consider that well- 
centred copies are of more importance 
than original gum, upon which I consider 
far too much stress is laid at the present 
time. I would certainly sooner have a 
well-centred stamp, say, of Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon and Co.’s printing, without 
gum, than a similar stamp with the per
forations cutting into the margins of the 
stamp but having full gum.

The greatest and most experienced 
collector of all, M. P. la R^notiere, told 
me some time ago that he frequently 
washed the gum from old stamps, such 
as Austria, etc., as he found that the 
strong, thick old gums in time cracked 
the paper of the stamps, and sometimes 
quite destroyed valuable specimens.

Of course, you must not think for a 
moment that I am advocating that gum 
should be generally removed. I only 
want to make the point that in my opinion 
well-centred stamps of good colour with
out gum are preferable to poor copies 
with gum.

6th. Purchase from  reliable firms. 
This is most important. You will see lots 
of offers of stamps at 25 or 50 per cent, 
under Catalogue, but most of these are 
made by people who do not understand 
stamps, and who may quite unknowingly 
offer you reprints, fakes, and mended 
stamps which are, of course, valueless. 
Buy from firms who have made a study 
of stamps for many years ; you will have 
to pay a little more, but you won’t be 
“ h ad” and find your collection full of 
rubbish when you want to sell.

7th. Beware o f paying fancy prices for 
stamps o f which we g ive  no Catalogue price.

Many dealers, especially the smaller 
ones, say, “ We sell everything under 
Gibbons’ prices ” ; but many of them, 
when they get a stamp not priced, think 
they have struck a gold reef, and I have 
seen the most fancy prices asked—ah, 
and sometimes paid too 1 1—for stamps 
we have on.sale at a few shillings. It 
does not at all follow that because
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Gibbons does .not affix a price the stamp 
is rare. It may be that when we price 
that country we happen to be sold out, 
and we put no price in the Catalogue 
until we see what the next parcel of these 
stamps that we buy may cost.

Having now mentioned some of the 
pitfalls in front of the investor, 1 will turn 
to the other side of the picture and see in 
what branch of collecting he can best 
combine study, amusement, and a sound 
investment.

Proper Tools
Are as essential to the stamp collector 

as to the carpenter ; so before our be
ginner starts on his collection he must be 
properly supplied with an outfit.

To begin with, he will want a good 
album, priced catalogue, hinges, and 
tweezers, and from the commencement he 
should subscribe to G .S. IV. and obtain 
the first volume, which is replete with 
useful information.

As he gets on a little it will be wise for 
him to form a small library for reference, 
and he should obtain as soon as 
possible :—Stamps and Stamp Collecting, 
by Major Evans, as this is the standard 
work explaining all terms used in collect
ing ; A Colour Dictionary, by B. W. War- 
hurst ; Reprints, by E. D. Bacon ; and 
when more advanced he would do well 
to subscribe to several of the best 
periodicals, such as The Monthly Journ al, 
The Philatelic Record, The London P h ila
telist, and The Am erican Jo u rn al o j 
Philately.

Broadly speaking, collectors may be 
divided into two great groups—the 
General Collector and the Specialist.

General Collector—First S ta g e

1 will first take the general collector 
who wants to form a small collection 
containing stamps of all parts of the 
world.

This is the plan that most of us adopt 
in commencing to collect, and to the 
beginner is undoubtedly the most attrac
tive.

In forming a small general collection it 
is well to ignore all varieties of paper, 
perforation, and watermark—just take 
the design of the stamps ; it is as well to 
include as two varieties stamps that are 
perforate and imperforate, even when of 
similar design and colour.

Be particular in hinging your stamps, 
keep your books clean and tidy, and 
whenever you can replace a.stamp by a 
finer copy do so without fail. It is also a 
good rule for a young collector to keep 
an account of what his collection has cost 
him, so that if he wishes to sell he will 
know about what he should get for his 
album.

The most suitable album for a collector 
at this stage is “ The Century Album ” of 
the postage stamps of the world, in one 
volume, with all prominent varieties in
cluded, minor varieties being entirely 
omitted.
General Collector—Second S ta g e

A more advanced form of general 
collecting is one that includes all important 
varieties, and a collector who gets to this 
stage cannot do better than adopt “ The 
Imperial Album ”  as his standby.

This album is divided into three 
volumes, any one of which can be ob
tained separately. They are as follows :—

Vol. I, Stamps of the British Empire.
Vol. II, Stamps of Europe and the 

Colonies of European States.
Vol. I l l ,  Stamps of Foreign Countries.
By this arrangement a general collector 

can, if he so desire, confine his attention 
for a time to one volume and take up the 
others when he has filled up all the spaces 
for cheap stamps.

It is really surprising what a big collec
tion can be got for a small sum—there 
are nearly 5000 different varieties cata
loguing at 6d. each or less.
General Collecting—Third S ta g e

Is only for advanced collectors who 
can afford to spend a considerable amount 
on their collections. At this stage the 
collector will adopt blank albums, such 
as “  The Oriel ”  or “  The Philatelic,”  with 
movable leaves, and will try to obtain 
every minute variety that exists. This— 
for those who can afford it—is by far the 
most interesting and best-paying form of 
collecting.
T he Specialist

Twenty, nay, even ten years ago one 
could start a general collection of the 
stamps of the world, and with the excep
tion of a few of the great rarities could 
hope to make the same fairly complete. 
Ten years have altered things immensely, 
and it is now only a wealthy man who

*
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can get a really nice collection of the 
world’s postage stamps.

I think 1 cannot do better than quote 
here from Mr. Nankivell’s Stamp Collect
in g as a Pastim e, chapter xiii., on “  In
vestments in Stamps ”  :—

When a stamp collector is charged with being ex
travagant, with spending money lavishly and foolishly 
on a mere hobby, he may very justifiably reply that 
even his most extravagant spendings may be regarded 
as an investment.

The ordinary investor in, say, industrial securities 
is fairly content if he can, with a little risk, secure a 
steady six or seven per cent. If he launches out into 
more speculative shares, yielding higher rates of 
interest, he must be content to face a much greater 
risk of the capital invested. Now, the severest test 
of an investment is the yield of interest over a series 
of years covering periods of depression as well as 
periods of prosperity. The stamp collector who has 
used ordinary discretion in his purchases may con
fidently submit his investment to this test.

Now, in looking at an investment, one 
naturally looks at what has been done in 
the past in order to guide him in forming 
his ideas as to what to do in the future.

We can do the same thing in stamps, 
and looking back on the years during 
which I have been in the stamp business 
I have made a number of notes on collec
tions that have been sold during that 
time. Many have been purchased by our 
publishers, the rest by our confreres in the 
trade. In quite a number of cases I have 
been able to get roughly the cost price 
and the cash realized, and I find that in 
the very great majority of cases—certainly 
in over go per cent.—substantial profits 
have been made on specialized collections 
of one or more countries.

Below I give a few examples, for which 
I can vouch. I cannot quote names for 
obvious reasons. I give the cost price, 
the net price realized, and about the time 
occupied in making the collection.
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Exam ples o f Investments
in One Country Only

No. C ost.  S old  fo il Ye a r s  m aking.
jC £

1 50 100 8
2 140 300 5,
3 300 45°
4 420 485 10
5 45° 1250 8
6 650 2250 *5
7 1100 2300 4
8 840 1630 6

Exam ples w ith Groups of
T w o  to Seven Countries

No. C ost. S old for. Y e a r s  m aking.
jC jC

20 5oo 1400 6
21 >500 10,000 «4
22 2800 6000 7
23 4200 5750 0

I could give many more examples if 
necessary, but these are sufficient to 
make my point, and the mere string of 
figures, without names of countries or 
owners, which I cannot divulge, would 
not be of much interest.

My firm for the past few years has pur
chased postage stamps to the value of 
some ,£30,000 on an annual average, and 
the bulk of such purchases have been 
specialized collections of one or more 
countries. The number of general col
lections that we have bought has been 
relatively small, as the general collections 
offered to us, as a rule, contain but very 
little of which we are really short in our 
stock.

On the contrary, in special collections 
one always finds many stamps that one 
wants, and after such collections have 
been picked over the balance usually 
forms a handsome addition to our stock 
books.

All this goes to prove that a good in
vestment may be made by the collector 
who is willing to give the time to make 
such a collection.

(To i t  continued.)

T H E  Y O U N G  C O L L E C T O R ’S  R A C K E T .
No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps ever 

offered—the Stamps could not be bought separately for three times the marvellously low price at which it is 
now offered. The Stamps, etc., are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. The best 500 varieties in 
the trade. 4s. id., post-free.

A  S P L E N D I D  S T A R T . T H E  F I N E S T  P A C K E T .
Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet contains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, embracing as it does scores of scarce 
varieties provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
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PO RTRAITS ON STAM PS
By BO SW ELL JUNIOR
CooK Islands

Queen M akes. The following notes 
concerningQueen Makea,

S whose portrait figures on 
? several of the stamps of 
c the Cook Islands, were

(
contributed some four 
years ago to the Mon
treal Philatelist by a 
philatelist who was then 
resident at Rarotonga:— 
“  After the unsightly labels comprising 
the first issue were done away with, a 
new lot appeared, of id ., brown (after

wards changed to blue), ijd ., lilac, 2),d., 
rose, 5d., olive, and iod., green, all bear
ing the effigy of a native ‘ Lady of the 
Royal Blood,’ who is known as Makeo- 
Takau Ariki, but is generally miscalled 
‘ Queen’ Makea. She is not queen of 
the Cook Islands, but is only Ariki or 
chief of her district, Avarua in Rarotonga, 
although at present she holds office as 
chief of the Cook Islands Federal Govern
ment. She is a very portly old lady about 
sixty-five years of age, and I believe 
she has held the Arikiship of Avarua for 
about forty-five y e a rs ; although she 
cannot speak a word of English, she is a 
very intelligent, common-sense woman 
for a Maori. The elderly married native 
women at Rarotonga have a custom of 
plaiting their hair into two long tails, 
which they sometimes carry over either 
shoulder ; one of these ‘ tails ’ can be seen 
over the right shoulder of Makea on the 
stamp. She has, like all Maori women, 
a fine head of hair. Around her neck is 
seen a large white silken scarf, as all the 
Maoris are very fond of finery and bright 
colours. Makea belongs to the old pre
dominating Makea-Karika clan who emi
grated from Hawaiki many, many 
generations back ; they discovered Raro
tonga, where they settled. Makea is 
married to Ngamaru-Ariki, the hereditary 
chief of the islands of Atiu, Mitiaro, and 
Mauke ; she has no direct descendant, but 
the title will go to her cousin, Rangi- 
Makea.”

Queen Makea displayed a great deal 
of interest in the preparation of the second 
issue of Cook Islands stamps which were 
to bear her portrait. She wrote the

Premier of New Zealand on 12 Ju ly, 
1892, as follows :—

S i r , —I wish to thank you and the New Zealand 
Government and people tor the many kindnesses to 
us in these islands. Mr. Moss, the British Resident, 
has told us all about it—the Post Oftice stamps, the 
printing, and many other things. We are grateful 
for them.

Our Post Office is at work, and people from England 
and other places are sending money to buy our stamps. 
Mr. XIoss advises us to get new and good stamps with 
this money, and the Parliament have decided that my 
likeness as Chief of the Government shall be upon 
them. Will you kindly allow those who make the 
New Zealand stamps to make ours? If it can be 
done for fifty pounds, get them done, and we will 
send the money. If it is to cost more, please to let 
us know before they are made.

I am, etc.,
(Signed) M a k e a  A r i k i ,

Chief of the Government of the Cook Islands.
The British Resident writes about the 

same lime : “  I also send herewith a 
photograph of Makea, obtained, by good 
fortune, from a chief who prizes it greatly. 
No other is to be obtained, for Makea 
has not kept any. The owner of this 
photograph asks me to have it returned 
if possible after use.”

The work of engraving the portrait was 
entrusted to Mr. Alfred Ernest Cousins, 
the engraver of many of the New Zealand 
stamps prior to the Waterlow series.

On 28 September, 1892, Makea wrote 
to the Premier of New Zealand :—

1 have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
13 August, and thank you for the inlormation you 
have kindly given me about the stamps. The Govern
ment here have received nearly one hundred pounds 
for the sale of stamps, which has been unexpectedly 
large. We cannot, of course, expect it will continue, 
but may rely so sufficiently to justify an outlay of 
£ 2 0 0 ,  and so get the new stamps into use.

The British Resident, Mr. Moss, is likely to go to 
New Zealand by the R i c h m o n d , and the Govern
ment have given him full power to arrange with the 
New Zealand Government for these stamps if an 
arrangement is possible.

I ask a continuance of your kind and powerful 
assistance in this matter.

Mr. Moss, writing after receipt of 
sketch of the new stamps, approves the 
workmanship, and adds, “ Queen Makea 
is much pleased,”  and then, “ Take care 
that Makea’s likeness is not made too 
dark. The engraver should stick to 
the rough sketch as far as possible. It 
promises to be very good when finally 
touched up.”

Such is the history of Queen Makea 
and her portrait on the second issue of 
the stamps of the Cook Islands.
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WORK FOR 
WINTRY EVENINGS
By Rev. T. C. WALTON, M.A.
' I 'H E short days and long nights are at 

x  hand. A keener feel in the air, the 
early lighting-up, the sight of a foot
ball—these are a few of the many signs 
which speak to us of the fast approach of 
winter. To many the very name brings 
a shiver of disgust. But not so is it with 
the stamp collector, for the wintry season 
brings him long hours of active work; 
hours which are replete with interest and 
pleasure; hours which are looked forward 
to eagerly from day to day; hours the 
work of which will still survive when the 
head is bent and the eye is dim with age.

Our theme, then, is “  Work for Wintry 
Evenings.” Of course, I refer to a be
ginner’s work. If the seasoned collector 
does me the honour to criticize these 
remarks of mine, well and good. But let 
it be clearly understood that for him I 
have no precept. My business lies with 
the young collector. To him, then, let me 
address myself. The work deals with the 
safe garnering of the summer’s crop of 
stamps. All that bulky lot of treasures 
which have been picked up and stowed 
away in pocket book, or stamp purse, or 
collecting book must now be disgorged. 
The time has come for the album to be 
brought out and some of its many blanks 
to be filled. I have in mind a scene which, 
I believe, is by no means rare. Let me 
picture it as vividly as I can. A pile of 
stamps lies on the table. They are the 
gleanings of last summer. At present all 
is confusion. Chinese hob-nob with Trans- 
vaals and Russians with Japanese. Oh 
for a conjurer’s wand and the voice of a 
siren to bid them sort themselves and hop 
into their appointed places! But it is not 
so to be. The only conjurer’s wand that 
the philatelist knows is that magic word 
“ method.”  “ Order”  is Heaven’s first 
law, and without “ order”  the would-be 
philatelist degenerates into a mere accu
mulator of postmarked bits of paper. 
What, then, in detail, is the method we 
must adopt so that we may change

“ ch aos”  into “  kosmos ” and satisfy 
the scruples of the most up-to-date col
lector? Let me a seven-fold scheme un
fold.

Sorting

The stamps must first be classified 
according to the countries to which they 
belong. In cases where a large accu
mulation has been made it is a good plan 
to place the stamps of each country in 
transparent envelopes. Such envelopes 
can be obtained at 3d. or 6d. per 100, and, 
as labour-saving appliances, they are in
valuable. O f course, the collector of 
adhesives will clear out all post card, 
envelope, and wrapper stamps, even 
though a recent regulation of the Post
master-General has made such stamps, 
when cut out, permissible on letters. No 
regulation, not even the regulation o f a 
Postmaster-General, can make a wrapper 
stamp into an adhesive stamp, i.e. a 
stamp sold at the post office gummed 
ready for application to a letter. We now 
proceed to an examination of the stamps 
in each envelope, and this entails a certain 
amount of handling. Some time ago I 
read of a delightful Irishism on the part 
of a well-known philatelist. He said that 
the best way to handle a stamp was not 
to handle it at all. True, stamps are 
“ queercattle” ; they resent rough usage. 
Has the reader never experienced the 
shudder of horror at seeing some ignor
amus plant a well-moistened thumb (and 
sometimes not overclean at that) on one 
of his cherished stamps? How, then, are 
stamps to be taken up and examined ? 
Well, most advanced collectors carry a 
peculiar-looking instrument which goes 
by the name of “ tweezers.”  By this 
means stamps can be picked up without 
ever a finger being laid on them. This is 
a counsel of perfection, but one never 
knows which stamp will, in course of 
years, be worth pounds ; and, therefore, 
seeing that the price depends largely on
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the condition of the specimen, the habit 
of “ tweezing”  is worthy of cultivation.

If the collector has been careless in the 
gathering together of new additions to his 
album, he will find a few of them damaged 
or heavily obliterated or badly centred. 
In the matter of damaged stamps, not 
long ago I read a notice of an ingenious 
and not over-scrupulous stamp dealer, the 
gist of which was somewhat as follows:— 
“  We have a drawer full of damaged 
stamps. Some of them are rare stamps 
catalogued from 6d. upwards. I f  you 
wish to have any of these damaged 
stamps, when next you write for our 
approval sheets [which sheets, by the 
way, were marked at exorbitant prices], 
kindly add to your letter : ‘ Please send 
me some damaged stamps. ’ ”  Now these 
stamps were given away (not in the pages 
of a journal, but given for the asking), 
and the moral is not difficult to read. 
Stamp dealers are not Charity Commis
sioners any more than other business men. 
It is not, therefore, to be supposed that 
these damaged stamps were of any com
mercial value. As a matter of fact they 
were a sop to gull the guileless schoolboy.

Damaged stamps, then, except in rare 
cases, have no value and no place in an 
album. Sometimes a rarity is skilfully 
mended, but, in such cases, all stamp 
dealers of repute advise their client of the 
fact.

Again,heavily obliterated stampsshould 
be discarded as much as possible. What 
could be more unsightly than a stamp 
three-parts covered with a smudge of ink? 
Some firms make it a rule to destroy all 
badly obliterated stamps of current low- 
priced issues. Others have two prices, 
the one for a lightly cancelled stamp and 
the other for a specimen more heavily ob
literated by the postal officials.

Lastly, in the process of sorting choose 
well-centred stamps, i.e. stamps with 
even margins between the perforation and 
the design. Stamps showing only a por
tion of the design are avoided by collec
tors ; so also are stamps in which the 
design has a list to one side and a wide 
margin on the other.

Wetting
The halt and lame have been removed. 

We come to the examination of each

stamp. Some are clean and ready for 
insertion in the album. Others have por
tions of the envelope sticking to them. 
They must be removed. Never question 
the statement. Never throw a bait to 
laziness. See to it that all pieces of 
paper foreign to the stamp are cleared 
off before ever the album is opened to 
receive them. And the question is: “  How 
are the ragged bits of paper to be re
moved without injury to the stamps in 
the process?”

One method in vogue among many 
collectors is to procure a shallow dish 
and cover the bottom with water. Then 
the stamp is floated face upwards and left 
until the water has moistened the paper 
to be removed. The superfluous paper is 
then peeled off and the stamp, face down
wards, is placed on a sheet of blotting 
paper until such time as the stamp is 
thoroughly dry. Another method is toplace 
the stamp so that the back is in contact 
with wet blotting paper. This involves 
a little more patience, but is less likely 
to injure the stamps than the former 
method.

Many stamps, however, are printed in 
colours which are apt to r u n  if they 
make too close an acquaintance with 
water. Witness the present issues of 
Great Britain and her colonies. Russia 
also gives us an example of another kind. 
Before printing the designs, the sheet is 
covered with a layer of Spanish white or 
oxide of iron, thus giving an enamelled 
appearance to the stamp. Accordingly the 
colour impression of the design may come 
off in a film, like a transfer, when the 
stamp is placed in water. In these cases, 
then, the greatest care is required lest 
moisture be applied to the face of the 
stamp. A camel’s-hair brush may be used 
to remove the offending bits of paper and 
so make them easy to remove.

Unused stamps are often found with 
mounts improvised out of the margin of 
a sheet of stamps. Very often these 
home-made mounts require a deal of 
patience to remove, for they have a habit 
of sticking very tenaciously. To remove 
them, without at the same time tearing 
the stamp or destroying the gum, is no 
easy matter. In this case, and also in the 
case of all embossed stamps, the “ brush” 
method is the only safe one to adopt.

{To be continued.)
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CANCELLATIONS ON 
HONG KONG 
POSTAGE STAMPS
By C. A. HOWES, S.B.
‘ I ’ H E postage stamps of Hong Kong are 

deservedly popular, but there is even 
more of interest in them than the stamps 
themselves may suggest. I refer to the 
cancellations that can be found upon 
them, which form quite a study in them
selves. It may not be generally known, 
perhaps, that this famous Oriental colony 
has for years stood as a sort of sponsor 
for the British postal traffic in the Far 
East, and has not wholly given up that 
position to this day. The mother country 
once had Consular Post Offices established 
in many foreign ports, before the Univer
sal Postal Union became a reality, and 
was thus enabled, by her world-wide 
commerce, to serve her nationals in many 
places where no postal service existed or 
where the local service was poor. Natur
ally British stamps were supplied to these 
Consular Agencies, which were under the 
control of the Postmaster-General of 
Great Britain, and the necessary accom
paniment of postmarks and cancellations 
was not forgotten.

The result of the above conditions was, 
of course, to identify stamps so used by 
the distinguishing features of their can
cellations ; but the term generally em
ployed to designate them— “ colonial 
cancellations ” — is rather a misnomer, 
since very many were used in foreign 
ports where not an inch of ground was 
under British jurisdiction, save the con
sular premises. Were it not for the 
length of the term, we might be tempted 
to offer “  extra-territorial cancellations ”  
as a substitute, but we imagine that the 
current designation will “ stick.”

The question of the status of stamps so 
used we do not care to discuss. They 
were to all intents and purposes still 
British stamps, whether used in Buenos 
Ayres or Constantinople, for they were 
sold and cancelled by British officials and 
the revenue went to the British Post Office

Department. Much controversy has at 
one time or another been aroused on 
this point, but it finally comes down to 
the old joke of the cat and her kittens: If 
born in the oven, would they be biscuits?

But there is no doubt that stamps so 
used outside the country of their origin, 
perhaps in far-remote corners of the globe 
where they' serve as almost the only home 
tie to expatriated workers, and show that 
the homeland still keeps in touch with 
them, possess an interest which much 
exceeds that of the ordinary domestic can
cellation. They are the representatives 
of philatelic extra-territoriality, so to 
speak, and very’ many have found their 
study and collection a source of interest 
and profit. It is a little surprising, how
ever, to note the lack of attention given 
other fields of a similar nature. As ex
amples, we might mention the Indian 
stamps used at Zanzibar, before the Pro
tectorate caused them to be surcharged ; 
the same stamps used in British Somali
land before the distinctive issue, and also 
used at the present time in Aden, Arabia; 
the United States stamps used without 
surcharge in Cuba, Porto Rico, the Philip
pines, and Guam ; German stamps used 
in her colonies before they were sur
charged ; and Japanese stamps used in 
China and Korea before they received the 
special overprint—and since, in the case 
of Korea.

But the one that we wish to call special 
attention to at this time is the colony of 
Hong Kong. The island was ceded by 
China to Great Britain as a result of the 
so-called “ Opium W a r”  in 1840, posses
sion was taken on 26 January, 1841, and 
on 5 April, 1843, was erected into the 
full status of a Crown Colony. I have 
been able thus far to find but little in 
regard to its postal affairs, but in a his
tory of the colony at hand I find the 
statement that Governor Sir H. Pottinger
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organized a post office “ to receive and 
deliver free of charge any letters or par
cels”  about May, 1842. Again, I find 
that under the administration of Sir G. 
Bonham (1848-54), “ the Postmaster 
did good service by establishing branch 
offices at the Treaty Ports.”  The date is 
not given, but inasmuch as he had had 
trouble in 1847 with a steamship line to 
Canton, which he claimed infringed his 
prerogatives by making private contracts 
to carry mails there, we may feel assured 
that the branches were established soon 
after, possibly in 1848, for the defence of 
the steamship company was that there 
was no post office in Canton to carry 
mails to. Without doubt, then, the 
Canton agency was the first established.

As for the other Treaty Ports, opened 
during this period, there were four besides 
Canton, all designated by the Treaty of 
Nanking, 29 August, 1842. These were 
Amoy, Foochow, Ningpo, and Shanghai. 
Settlement was begun at these ports soon 
after they were thrown open to trade, so 
that probably by 1848 there was enough 
of a community at each to warrant the 
establishment of a postal agency. Ten 
years later a second war with China re
sulted in the Treaty of Tientsin, 26 Ju ly, 
1858, by which four more ports were 
designated, among them Chefoo and 
Sw atow ; but this treaty did not go into 
effect until further chastisement of the 
Chinese had been administered by the 
“ A llies” (British and French) in i860, 
when it was finally ratified on 24 October, 
with four more ports added.

This brings us up to philatelic times in 
Hong Kong ; for its post office, which 
had hitherto been under the control of 
the Postmaster-General of Great Britain, 
was transferred to the local Government 
on 1 May, i860. They soon decided on 
an issue of stamps for the colony, which 
event took place on 8 December, 1862, 
and not in October of that year as is 
sometimes stated. It will now be seen, 
by what has preceded, that there were 
thirteen Treaty Ports which had been 
declared open when the stamps were 
issued, and, as a matter of fact, all but 
one were then open and their Custom 
Houses in operation. O f course we know 
that the Hong' Kong Post Office did not 
establish agencies in all these ports, but 
it seems positive that the following were 
then, or very soon after, in operation:

Canton, Amoy, Foochow, Ningpo, Shang
hai, Swatow, and Chefoo (?).

Mr. Juan Mencarini, in his monograph 
on Hong Kong, states that there was also 
an agency in Macao. If so, it was pro
bably established about the time that 
Canton led the way in this m atter; for in 
the early days there was quite a British 
contingent there, and even now it is much 
used as a summer resort by dwellers in 
Hong Kong. But of the Treaty Ports 
opened we have given only seven ; two 
others should appear on our list, but as 
far as the writer’s researches go they 
belong rather to a later date. These two 
are Hankow and Kiungchow ; both were 
designated under the Tientsin Treaty, but 
Hankow was left a wreck by the Taiping 
rebels, and though opened for settlement 
in 1861, it took some time to recover, 
while Kiungchow was not opened until 
1876.

Now let us look at our early series 
of stamps and see what distinguishing 
features we have in the cancellations, so 
that we may properly place them under 
the colony or its agencies. It will be at 
once noted that the most common cancel
lation is an oval of bars enclosing the 
serial number B 6 2 . This was the number 
given to the Hong Kong Post Office by 
the British Post Office Department about
i860. Some two years previously a serial 
numbering of British post offices abroad 
had been begun, the index letter being 
changed after ninety-nine numbers had 
been disposed of. Thus we have A  0 1  for 
Kingston, Jam aica; B 0 1  for Alexandria, 
Egypt; and B 6 2  for our present subject. 
Although the Hong Kong Post Office 
passed from under British control on 
1 May, i860, as already stated, yet this 
number has been retained by the colony 
on its obliterating marks until recently, 
and may perhaps still be used occasionally. 
When stamps were first employed, how
ever, this obliteration was used only as 
a “ killer,”  as the American mail clerks 
call i t ; that is, a cancellation for the 
stamps. This explains why' we find it 
so plentifully on the early issues, for the 
dated postmark was then used merely for 
stamping on some place on the cover 
where it would be legible. Later, as we 
shall see, the dated postmark was used 
to cancel the stamps as well.

The obliterating mark just spoken of 
is found in several different styles, of

333
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which we illustrate the most prominent. 
Type I seems to be the earliest form, and 
is a horizontal oval measuring outside 
approximately 1 7 x 2 2  mm., the number 
being about 6 mm. high. Another, which 
we will call Type I a , is very similar, but

«B62»
T ype I.

measures approximately 1 8 x 2 1  mm. out
side, and the number is nearer 7 mm. 
in height. The dimensions give it a 
“ rounder”  appearance than the first 
type. A third, which we will call Type 1 6 , 
is of apparently' the same dimensions, 
but the letter and figures are thicker and 
not so well formed, the “  2 ”  particularly 
having a very fiat top. These three varia
tions seem to have appeared in the order

named, according to the evidence of my 
collection.

The next form, Type II, is of the same 
style, but much larger, measuring approxi
mately 21 x 26mm. outside; but the peculi
arity of this type is the fact that the serial 
number reads 6 2  B, evidently an error. 
I have thus far not found this cancellation 
on a stamp issued earlier than 1880.

((62BW
T ype II.

Type III is apparently a correction of 
Type II, for it has the number reading 
properly, B 6 2 , and is found on stamps 
of later date. Types II and HI have the 
same dimensions, and seem to be some
what scarce.

{To be continued.)

INGLE-NOOK YARNS
MAYSTON SAHIB

By S. G. COLLINS
A B D U L  RAHAMAN reclined on his 

mat-covered couch and took long, 
ponderous puffs at his hookah. It was 
the afternoon of a hot, sultry day in 
Calcutta, and business was likely to be 
suspended until the cool of the evening. 
Abdul was a stamp dealer, although there 
was nothing to denote this in the appear
ance of the thatched hut wherein he 
spent his days, and which he designated 
his shop, beyond the battered and weather- 
stained signboard suspended over the en
trance, bearing the inscription “  Stamps 
sold here,”  in irregular letters, which the 
fierce rays of an Indian sun had long 
since discoloured and faded.

Although there was little to give colour 
to such a supposition, Abdul was a stamp 
dealer, and had bought and sold stamps 
in that same hut for over twenty years. 
He was a Mohammedan by birth, and

possessed all the cunning of his race— 
he was as keen a dealer as any' London 
expert. His had been a successful busi
ness career, and the profits he had made 
on nearly all the “  good ”  stamps—as he 
called them—which had passed through 
his hands, came back to remembrance 
now as he lazily pulled at his hookah 
and mingled with his thoughts of an 
up-country village which he styled his 
“ country,”  and to which he paid periodi
cal visits. In his “ country” —which, by 
the way, was a collection of mud-covered 
huts—Abdul was a big man. His wife 
held quite a high position there socially 
among the other women of the village, 
and he himself was looked upon almost 
with awe by his fellow-villagers on such 
occasions as he paid them a visit. In 
the nights, when the women and children 
were in bed, Abdul would sit amid an
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admiring- circle of the village men, and 
tell them stories of what he had seen and 
done in the great city called Calcutta. 
This homage itself was dear to the heart 
of Abdul, but, in addition, were not his 
possessions there, in the way of cattle 
and land, much in excess of any of the 
other men ? Abdul was an old man now, 
and growing tired of business. He longed 
again for the honour and glory which 
were so freely bestowed on him in his 
own country, and he felt that he was 
growing too old to work much longer. 
His eyesight was failing him, and had 
lately led to his having been the victim 
of certain unscrupulous schoolboys, who 
had taken advantage of his short-sighted
ness to remove a lot of good stamps from 
an approval sheet and pay him only for 
a few cheap ones. Yes, he was getting 
tired of Calcutta, and longed to return 
to his wife and family, and to again take 
up his leading position in his native village. 
This last month he had been engaged in 
selling off his stock. There were very 
few stamps left now, he reflected, and 
when they were all gone—why, then, fare
well to Calcutta, where the sahibs often 
abused him, and welcome to a life that 
held in store much sitting down, endless 
hookahs, and no work. And as he thus 
thought and dreamed, the stem of the 
hookah fell from his hand, and he was 
lulled into sleep by the soothing and 
seductive heat of the day.

A man, clad in dirty white drill, lurched 
up to the door and obscured the light. 
The man seemed unsteady on his feet and 
put up his hand to the signboard for 
support. His eyes were heavy and blood
shot, a thick growth of hair bristled on his 
face, and his general appearance was that 
of the hopeless, unredeemable drunkard. 
The man was Mayston Sahib, and 
Mayston Sahib was in his usual condition.

“  Hi, Abdul, you rascal, wake up,”  he 
shouted in a thick, hoarse voice. “  I ’ve 
brought you some stamps and I want 
some money badly. Here, wake up, and 
see what you can give me for these.”

With trembling fingers he produced 
from an inner pocket a paper roughly 
folded, and on opening same disclosed to 
Abdul’s view some dozen triangular 
Capes of the rare 1861 issue. They were 
all in superb condition, each with a 
broken mount attached, showing plainly

the rough and unsteady manner in which 
they had been removed from the collec
tion they had previously graced.

Abdul’s drowsiness left him, and he 
became alert and professional. These 
were the same stamps that he had pro
cured for Mayston Sahib some two years 
ago, and he remembered with satisfaction 
that the transaction had carried a profit 
that fully came up to the expectations of 
his Eastern nature. Those were in the 
days when Mayston Sahib did not drink, 
and when he possessed a fine collection. 
It was only two years ago, and the collec
tion had gone bit by bit to pay for the 
drink fever that had seized upon Mayston 
Sahib.

“ Come, Abdul, what are you dreaming 
about? Give me ten rupees for these, if 
you want them, and let me go. God 
knows I was proud of them once, but 
now—now what does it matter ? Come, 
let me have the money quick ; I ’m dying 
for a drink.”

The native roused himself. “  Mayston 
Sahib, I will give you ten rupees for these 
stamps if you will take some of it home to 
the missie. I saw her passing here yester
day, and she looked very ill and sad. For
give me, sahib, when I say this to you. I 
am an old man, and am going away soon 
to my country, there to await the call that 
is to take me away for ever. Sahib, I 
saw missie’s eyes, and I saw in them that 
she was slowly dying. She is not the 
same happy missie that you brought out 
from your English country to be your 
wife. Can’t you make her happv again, 
sahib ? ”

“ Shut up, you d o g !”  said the other, 
raising his hand threateningly. “  Give 
me the money and let me go .”

The native opened a wooden box at his 
side, and producing a ten-rupee note, 
handed it to Mayston in silence, and 
Mayston Sahib—formerly one of His 
Majesty’s Civil Servants and a District 
Magistrate of Calcutta—lurched off to the 
nearest grog-shop, there to seek a realiza
tion of his drunken desires, over wthich his 
sodden nature already gloated.

The next morning found Abdul awake 
early, but weak and helpless in the 
clutches of a recently oft-recurring fever. 
He pulled a blanket over him, for he felt 
cold and shivering, and lay quiet for hours, 
lacking both the energy and the inclina
tion to rise.
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“  Salaam, Abdul,”  came in a man’s 
sonorous voice from the doorway, as a 
native entered and seated himself at the 
side of the couch. “  Has that fever again 
attacked thee? Ah, this Calcutta is no 
place for thee at thy time of life ; but 
hast heard the news ? Mayston Sahib 
threw himself into the Hooghly last night. 
They have found the body and have but 
now taken it home.”

“  Ah, so ! ”  replied Abdul; “  it will fall 
very hard on poor Missie Mayston, but 
perhaps ’tis good. Allah is all-powerful 
and knoweth what is best.”

“ True,”  returned the other. “  I have 
often seen Mayston Sahib’s wife, she 
whom you call missie, going about the 
market in the morning buying pieces of 
cheap meat and counting every pice before 
spending it. Mayston Sahib was a bad 
man since the drink fever seized him, and 
1 fear much she has been very often with
out food and without money. But I must 
go. Keep thyself indoors to-day, Abdul, 
and perchance the fever will have left thee 
by night.”

As soon as he was gone, Abdul flung 
the blanket from him and sat up on the 
couch. He felt weak and shaky, but 
through the fever which blazed in his 
eyes there shone forth the light of a fixed 
determination which seemed to straighten 
his trembling limbs and give him new 
strength. Unlocking the wooden box, 
he took out the folded paper containing 
the triangular Capes, and locking the 
door, passed out of the shop and down 
the street.

No one knew how it happened, but the 
Strand Road is a busy and crowded 
thoroughfare during the day, and it 
would be easy for a man to be knocked 
down in the rush of traffic. Abdul was 
brought home on a native bed and laid 
on his couch. He had been knocked 
down and run over by a heavy wagon, 
and the doctor who happened to be 
passing at the time of the accident said 
that several of his ribs were broken, and
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he could not live for more than a few 
hours. Abdul had been unconscious 
during the time he was being conveyed 
back to his shop. He was conscious 
now and moaned in a low voice, “  Go 
and call Missie Mayston.”  One of the 
men present knew and understood, and 
crept silently, but swiftly, out of the shop. 
It seemed hours before “  missie ”  arrived, 
but she did come at last, with a thick 
veil over her face, which, however, did 
not entirely hide the sorrow-stricken face 
and eyes red with crying.

“ Send these men away, missie, and 
listen to m e: I have something to say to 
you.”

Mrs. Mayston said a few words in a 
low tone to the natives standing round, 
and in a short while they were left alone.

“  I know your trouble, missie; I heard 
of it this morning. It hurts you very 
much, I know, but Mayston Sahib was 
not a good man, and it is better so. You 
were always kind to me, missie, when I 
came to your house in the happy days to 
sell Mayston Sahib stamps. They tell me 
I am going to die—and Allah is good 
and knoweth that which is best. Put 
your hand in this pocket and take out the 
envelope you will find there. It is a 
ticket to the English country from which 
you came and of which I have heard you 
speak so much. It is not my money. 
Mayston Sahib brought me some stamps 
yesterday, which I sold the master of the 
steamship company and bought you the 
ticket. He is a big collector and was 
very glad to have the stamps. The boat 
sails next Tuesday, missie, and you will 
go to your home. I too shall go home, 
but not to the home I had intended. I 
am an old man, missie, and I feel death 
very near, but, Allah be praised, it will be 
rest—rest—and I feel tired.”

A rush of blood to lips choked further 
utterance, and his head sank back: a few 
tremors and it was all over. Allah had 
called him home, for Abdul Rahaman, 
stamp dealer and Mohammedan, was 
dead.

A  F I N E  B I R T H D A Y  G I F T .

No. 68, 1500 varieties. Kach specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1500 different Stamps form a 
splendid start for any one. A large number of really rare and valuable stamps arc contained in this collection; 
but it is impossible to enumerate theni, as we are constantly adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur* 
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed. £ 1  15s., post-free and registered.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W RIN KLE
The Grand Old Stamp of Philately 
Our Australian friends claim this title for 
the 5d. stamp of New South Wales, and 

as on the ist Decem
ber, 1905, it will have 
been continuously in 
use for fifty years in 
the same colour and 
printed from the same 
steel plate, on the same 
press, collectors are 
discussing' ways and 

means for celebrating its jubilee. They 
rightly claim that these circumstances 
constitute a world’s record not likely to 
be broken. The Sydney Philatelic Society 
has the matter in hand, and various 
methods of “ celebrating” have already- 
been proposed. Some, according to the 
A u s tra lia n  P h ila t e lis t , thought the author
ities should be invited to change the 
colour of the stamp ; others, to overprint 
it “ Jubilee 1905 ” ; while a few considered 
that its withdrawal on the ist December 
would give it a place of honour in Phi
lately for all time.

Personally, I hope the grand old stamp 
will not be tampered with by any childish 
surcharge or any withdrawal. Of all the 
suggestions a temporary change of colour 
to mark its jubilee year gets my vote.
“ Imperfect"
To the stories I told last week about 
auctions 1 may add the following: On 
a celebrated and long-remembered occa
sion, a particularly ignorant auctioneer 
put up a British Columbia 2 jd ., duly 
described in his catalogue as “ imperf.” , 
which is the usual abbreviation for the 
word “ imperforate.”  Mr. Auctioneer 
read it otherwise, and offered the stamp 
as “ imperfect,”  and to be, therefore,

sold on its merits. Of course there 
was a roar of hearty laughter in the 
auction room.

Croakers on Chalk-surfaced Paper 
W hen the change was announced from 
single CA to multiple C A, two well-known 
editors on the other side of the pond nearly 
had a paralytic stroke over the terrors 
to result from this terrifying change, and 
they advised their readers not to touch 
the evil thing.

Now we have a croaker of our own who 
in a contemporary prophesies a regular 
international chalk-surfaced epidemic and 
a bad time for philatelists.

The only remedy he foresees—the only 
escape from philatelic ruin—is to have 
an international stamp : when that arrives 
we are to throw our hats up into the air 
and rejoice, for there will be no more 
minor varieties.

I presume, in the manufacture of this 
international stamp, if any one of the 
many engravers or printers do but vary 
in the slightest degree from the agreed 
type, he will be dispatched to kingdom- 
come by express delivery.

These Croakers—H ang T h em !

For my part I would prefer to hang 
the croakers. Those philatelic cranks 
who see in every little change that does 
not fit in with their pet ideas some 
threatening catastrophe for our hobby— 
the coming end of our pursuit—ought 
to be drummed out of the ranks. They 
are a pestilence more deadly than a 
thousand changes of multiples. They 
are the parasites who fasten on to the 
weaklings and sap their life before they 
have attained to philatelic strength and 
manhood.

T H E  I M P E R I A L  A L B U M .
Tenth Edition. Size of pages. 8 Jx u $  inches. The present edition is arranged in th re e  volumes. Two 

causes have acted to b-ing about this result. First, the ever-increasing number of new issues, for which ac
commodation must be provided ; and secondly, the demand by collectors that space shall be found for varieties 
of perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform as closely as possible to the lists given in the Publishers' 
Catalogue. Vol. I. The Stamps of the British Empire; post-free, 10s. pd. Vol. II. The Stamps of Europe, 
and the Colonies and Possessions of European States ; post-free, las. 9d. Vol. III. Foreign Countries, except 
Europe and Possessions; post-free, 10s. pd.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C.
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NEW ISSUES
The E d it o r  w i l l  be g r a te fu l fo h is  re a d e rs I f  th e y  w i l l  h e lp  h im  w ith  th e  e a rlie s t p o ssib le  In f o r m a tio n  concerning  

ne w  issues. N e w s  f r o m  th e  C o lo n ie s  in  p a r t ic u la r  w i l l  be m u c h  a p p re c ia te d . W h e n  possible , a specim en should  
a c c o m p a n y th e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  s h o u ld  be a d d re s se d  to

E D W A R D  i/. N A N K iV E L L , C a rn a n to n , C a m d e n  P ark, T u n b rid g e  W ells.

Belgium. — On p. I2I w echron icled  the high values 
o f the new scries, which w e now illustrate.

niramwerflHnac

WKSMHilPW,

Brazil.—We have received the 50 reis and the 
too reis on the watermarked paper. The 50 r. is in 
the type of the 10 r.

W m k. “  F .sta d o s U n itie s  B r a z il."  P e r / . 
ao reis, orange and blue.
50 ,, green.

100 ,, carmine.
200 „  blue.

North Borneo.—More rubbish. The 1 dollar, 
which has already been issued overprinted h ritish — 
p r o t e c t o r a t e  in black, has now been issued with the 
same overprint in red; and the 2 dollars of the same 
large plaster series of 1886' 9 has also been embellished 
with same overprint in red.

British Honduras.—E w en 's  W eekly  announces the 
receipt of the 1 c. and 2 c., King's Head on multiple 
CA paper. The 2 c. was chronicled by us in Vol. I, 
p. 97, but the 1 c. is new.

W m k. M u ltip le  C A . P e r / . 
1 c., green and paler green, 
s c., purple on red paper.

Tasmania.—We have received the td. ol the 
pictorial series on the Commonwealth paper, i.c. water
marked Crown over A.

W m k. C ro w n  A . P e r / . 
id ., rose-red.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S  T R I C E D  C A T A L O G U E  O F  T H E  P O S T A G E . S T A M P S  O F  T H E  WORLD. 
Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies ; post-free, as. 9d. Vol. II. The Rest of the World ; post-free, 2s. 9d. 

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
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MISCELLANEOUS
A Haul in New Caledonia
M. Make, the well-known veteran stamp dealer of 
Paris, is contributing to S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s  M onthly  

J o u r n a l  some very interesting1 
reminiscences of the early days of 
stamp collecting. In the October 
number he tells of a bit of luck he 
had in securing a sheet of the 
curious-looking first issue of New 
Caledonia. From the first it was a 
scarce stamp. Only thirty sheets 
— 1500 stamps — were printed 
when the stamp was suppressed. 

“ As was the case with all the 
other dealers, I used to be asked daily, * Have you 
the stamp of New Caledonia?’ It became a regular 
nightmare. I had to answer, and rightly, ‘ No.' I 
used to say that I expected it, for one always says one 
expects a thing when one has not got it 5 but that was 
of no u«e. As the result of these unceasing questions,
I became so unnerved that I could stand it no longer, 
and one line morning I said to myself, * I must have 
some of these New Caledonia : I will have them.’ M 

After a great deal of trouble he secured a draft from 
the Comptoir d’Escompte which he transmitted with 
a fortunate introduction to a trader at Porte-de-France 
and awaited events. Six months slipped by, and he 
had given up all hope of getting the desired sheet, 
when one Sunday he was handed a letter, and from 
it “ I pulled forth, folded into four, a letter accom
panying a sheet of the New Caledonia, which I had 
given up as hopeless. I need not say how great was 
our joy, and what castles we set ourselves to build, 
my wife and I, as we dined with unwonted appetite.

"This is how M. Claude explained the delay in 
regard to my request. With great difficulty a sheet 
had been found in a merchant's office ; there was not 
another anywhere, and as it was only obtained a short 
time before M. Claude’s departure for Europe, he had 
decided to bring it with him for safety’s sake. In 
spite of the long time which had passed between 
asking for it and getting it, no supply had arrived yet 
to lessen the rarity of these stamps; there had been 
only a few single copies. A whole sheet was a sensa
tional arrival, so I proposed to put a high price on it.

"Next morning chance brought to me one of the 
leading Parisian collectors, M. P---- . Without say
ing a word I put the sheet before him, and just 
said, looking at him, ‘ There!’ The collector, 
astonished greatly at seeing such a thing in the 
hands of a small dealer, asked me, ‘ How much?’ 
* A thousand francs/said I. ‘ A thousand francs! It 
is too dear—much too dear ; you will never sell it.’ I 
did not wish to bate an inch, and he left me, repeat
ing, ‘ It is too dear; you will not sell it.’ That same 
evening another ‘ big wig ’ came in. The same thing 
happened, the same question, ‘ How much?’ 'A  
thousand francs.’ ‘ I take it/ said he wisely. The 
sheet was of the very first printing, g r e y -b l a c k , and as 
fine as one could expect a lithograph to be when it 
had been drawn and printed under the rudimentary 
conditions which we know existed. The next morn
ing the first collector came back and said carelessly, 
'Yes, I have reflected; I will take your sheet, 
although it is very dear.’ ‘ I am very sorry, sir, but 
you come too late ; the sheet was sold last night to 
M, V---- *"

Why ate Europeans Neglected?
Sta m ps  so rich in historical associations as the older 
Kuropean issues should surely claim a greater share 
of philatelic attention than they enjoy at the present 
time. An interesting letter, signed "European," is 
sent us on the subject:—

"Philatelic writers and lecturers are continually 
telling us" (says the writer of the letter) "that we should 
collect stamps for the pleasure they give us, for their 
historical, curious, or artistic interest, and not for 
their value in the market, present or future. Philately, 
in short, is a cult or religion, and not a business. 
That we are often told these things by those who do 
make it a business does not detract from the truth of 
the doctrine, but it is a pity that our mentors do not 
more frequently practise what they preach.

"There can be no doubt that, with very few ex
ceptions, the early issues of European countries far 
surpass the stamps of any other country in historical 
and artistic interest. The early issues of Holland, 
Belgium, France, Russia, and Bulgaria; the stamps 
of Sicily and many of the German States are far more 
beautiful in design, colour, and execution, than any 
Colonial or American productions, while their histori
cal interest is surely no less. How is it, then, that 
European stamps are neglected? Why do our dealers 
not stock them in any adequate way, and why in our 
auction sales and exchange packets are 90 per cent, 
of the stamps offered British Colonial? One can 
only suspect that there is more profit in Colonials 
for the dealer, and that it is a case of the tail wagging 
the dog. " — T h e  S t a m p  C o l le c t o r s  F o r t n i g h t l y .

[" European ’* evidently overlooks the fact that dealers 
are in business to sell what is in demand. Dealers for 
years overstocked themselves with Europeans—in 
fact, until they were compelled to abandon the unwise 
policy of locking up capital in countries for which 
there was a decreasing demand-—El). G .S. IV.]
A Busy Season Anticipated
T h e r e  is every prospect of the season which is just 
opening being a very busy one in the stamp world. 
Most of the dealers already report a larger amount of 
inquiry than is usually noticeable at this time of the 
year, and wc can, fortunately, endorse their statements 
from personal experience. The exhibition which has 
been arranged to take place in May next has, no 
doubt, something to do with the increased demand 
among the more advanced class of collectors, but one 
must look further for the cause of the greater confi
dence shown by the beginner and the medium col
lector. In our opinion this is to be found in the fact 
that prices, especially of British Colonial stamps, are 
once more on the up grade after the undoubted 
slump which took place from 1901 to 1904. Prices 
touched bottom last season, and are gradually tending 
upwards once more. Rising markets always bring 
many buyers. — T h e  P h i l a t e l i c  J o u r n a l  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .

The Rush for King’s Heads
T h e  rush for King’s Head stamps with the single 
watermark is a perfectly natural one, and that the 
prices have risen so much is not to be wondered at 
when it is known what a limited number of many of 
the varieties was issued. But the King's Head special
ists, though recently very much to the fore, form 
only a comparatively small class compared with the 
general body of collectors, and when we say that 
prices are rising, we are not referring to King’s Head 
stamps and recent issues only, but to the whole cata
logue, from first to last. We believe that the average 
values of stamps, as reflected by the principal cata
logues to-day, form a very fair basis from which 
gradual improvement in prices may confidently be 
expected under normal conditions. Of course when 
a country has been very much boomed the prices 
must drop when that boom is over, and there are one 
or two small sections which are not likely to share in 
the coming improvement, but taken as a whole, 
stamps at present prices should show a good profit in 
a few years.—The P hilatelic J ou rn a l o f  Great Britain ,
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
O u r N e w  Y o r k  L e tte r

S t a n l e y  G u id o n s , I n c o r p o r a t e d , 
198, B r o a d w a y , N e w  Y o r k , 

O c to b e r, 1905
Randall's Collection: Bought and Sold Again 
We beg- to announce the purchase of the magni
ficent collection of British Colonials formed by 
Mr. W. H. Randal], of Boston. Mr. Randall 
has been, if anything, over-particular as to the 
condition of his specimens, and in the two large 
Oriel albums we could scarcely find a single copy 
that was notin mint condition. Among other things, 
we were pleased to find such rarities as Bahamas id., 
clean cut (No. 2); 6d., lilac, no watermark, perf. 13: 
Barbados complete from Nos. 20 to 83: Canada, 
io c., black-brown, mint : and a host of stamps 
from 50 dollars to 200 dollars catalogue value. We 
had hoped to disperse the specimens in this collection 
amongst many of our clients who are anxiously wait
ing to fill in some aching voids, but we received a 
flattering offer from a private client for the e n t ir e  
collection as it was, and we sold it to him. The col
lection catalogued over 13,000 dollars, and we were 
very fortunate in being able to buy it, as such collec
tions are not often offered. It was a big prize in a 
small packet.
The King's Head Boom

The King's Head boom is still going strong. To 
facilitate the checking of these stamps, I issued a little 
pocket list, giving prices on all varieties on hand, and 
listing all that have appeared to date. Five hundred 
copies were quickly bespoken, and we have been 
obliged to issue a reprint to fill the demand. Six 
cents is its selling price, which amount about pays 
for time and material devoted to its production.
Natal, Mauritius, and Australians

There seems to be a good strong demand for the 
old stamps of such countries as Natal, Mauritius, and 
the Australias. We have lately disposed of a goodly 
number of these, and if the demand holds through 
the winter, we shall find ourselves with more money 
than goods.
"People with the Goods"

I have been very much amused at the assaults upon 
our well-known phrase of the “ People with the 
goods." As we spend several thousand dollars every 
year on advertising, the thought struck nie that per
haps a “ course" as offered by some of the advertis
ing schools would be of benefit, and I accordingly 
“ done gone went and done it." 1 originated the ex-
rcssion of “ The people with the goods," which has
een imitated in our trade journals by others with such 

phrases as “ The people whose goods sell," “ The 
people with good goods," and one party—bust-*em-up 
style—capped the climax with “ The fellow with the 
good goods that sell.” Imitation is, indeed, the 
sincerest form of flattery. We appreciate and 
court it.
Mr. Luff busy

Mr. Luff is busy—there is no doubt about that—but 
not too busy to pass upon any stamps sent us for 
examination. There is so much faked-up stuff around 
here just now, and some more or less notorious people 
in the city just at present, that collectors should be 
careful of any tempting bargains. Any American 
collector who has our Catalogue will find our terms on 
page 57, at the back of Part J.

American Collections for the Exhibition
I have not yet heard of any American collection that 

is going to be shown at the London Philatelic Exhibi
tion next year except the Scandinavian collection 
belonging to Mr. Ackerman. This is a fine collection, 
and is sure to meet with success wherever shown. I 
shall be very glad to communicate with any collector 
who desires information as to classes, cost of space, 
etc. etc.
Shades in Current U.S.

Have any of our readers noticed the marked shades 
coming under the present “ series of 1902" issue of 
United States stamps? In rearranging a stock book of 
these, I found no less than seven distinct colours of 
the one cent, from deep, heavy blue-green to a grass- 
green a  la  Barbados. The twos don’t seem to run 
much to shades, but the threes, fours, lives, sixes, 
tens, and fifteens can be shaded by from two to five 
copies each. Nome of these may be hard to find 
some day, and are worthy of attention. Some so- 
called current stuff soon gets out of sight and hard to 
find; for instance, the 4 c., marone, of 1899. This 
can be found in wonderful shades, running from deep 
plum-brown to a fiery red-brown—eight good shades 
at least, some of them easily worth fifty cents each, 
and yet the stamp has only been out of use a few 
years. Kill up the current United States before the 
various printings get too difficult to get. I don't 
charge for tips, and have no business partnership with 
Mr. Postmaster Cortelyon in this deal. I’m trying la  
help the Treasury out on its deficit; that’s all.
When Some Collectors Call

“  I came in to-day," said one of our New York col
lectors, “ because I understood that Power would be 
away, and that, therefore, I might at least take home 
a little present for the children. I can't do that when
he’s here because of those d---- d rarity books of his.”
Just as it happened, I did intend to be absent that 
day, but the long-distance telephone helped me out, 
and I found myself at the “ old stand." I'm glad I 
was there, but I mustn’t tell you what I d i d  to that 
man.
Speculating Collectors

Heavens above, here’s that telephone going again! 
“ Yes, sir, we are." “ What country?" “ Yes.” 
“ What number?" “ Yes. Nine copies on hand. 
Tried everywhere? How foolish! Why not try ‘the 
people with the goods’ ? What time?" “ All right. 
Good-bye." And he came down for a bargain and 
got a mare’s nest. Why will collectors buy a dozen 
when they need one? I’m never sorry if the specu
lator gets stung, because he hurts our business and 
the pasture generally. Give me the one-of-a-kind or 
the block-of-four man ; but the dozen-copy man 
—nay, nay.
Mr. President Luff

Mr. Luff is now the President of the New York 
Collectors’ Club, and as such is entitled to fuU-lledgeJ 
consideration on our part. We duly determined that 
he should appreciate the confidence we repose in him 
by letting him take us all out to lunch yesterday.
I am not quite certain---- but I know there was ice
inside the bucket, and if my befuddled memory serves 
me right there was a bottle inside the ice. A bottle, 
did I say? Oh, well, let it go at a bottle. It sounds 
better, and the Czar of the Strand may have his 
weather eye open. E. B. Power.
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Our T ra n sv a al Letter
We are getting on in this part of the world, and the 
great Cwsar, our pet name for C.S.A.R. (Central 
South African Railway) is leading and pushing us 
on. Railway Parcel stamps, Railway Letter stamps, 
and Railway Official stamps, three items for one in* 
stitution at one time, is not so bad to begin with.
Railway Parcel Stamps

The Railway Parcel stamps are only used for rail* 
way parcels, and have nothing to do with postal 
parcels. They consist of i p., 3 p., 6 p., is., and 5s. 
values, all of one design, a horseshoe pattern, the 
1 p. being slightly different from type of other values. 
All are printed in brown colour on white paper and 
perforated.

Having all values of one uniform colour seems to 
have led to confusion, and thus a new issue has been 
prepared and is now in use, same design as before, 
but the 1 p. is brown, the 3 p. is red, the 6 p. is gieen, 
the is. is blue, and the 5s. is brown.

These stamps are only used at the large railway 
centres on prepaid parcels; small stations do without 
them as formerly.
Railway Official Stamps

The Railway Official stamps consist of the current 
set of £ P* tip to is. postage stamps overprinted 
“ C.S.A.R.*' in black block letters; they are used 
mainly by the Johannesburg Central Office.

I asked a high railway official in Pretoria r e  same, 
and he told me that owing to the abuse of the rubber 
official handstamps which were used formerly for 
frank1 ng purposes, these had been withdrawn, and 
they were now using the current postage stamps 
without a n y  surcharge, and he did not see the reason 
why Johannesburg should use surcharged stamps. 1 
have since been told that the overprinting has been 
stopped, and that now the stamps have the initials 
“ C.S.A.R." perforated on each stamp similarly to the 
present Australian Official stamps. As we have a lot 
of Australians in Government service, it is very likely 
that this idea emanated from one of them.

1 have not as yet seen these perforated stamps. 
The last letter from railway headquarters I saw was 
dated “ 8 October, '05,” and was franked with a 1 p., 
red and black stamp with black overprint; the £ p. 
stamps with black surcharge are used at all railway 
stations for posting advice notes, r e  arrival of goods, 
through local post offices, which defaces them as 
ordinary postage stamps. The higher values seem 
only to be current in Johannesburg Head Office.

The unused stamps are not supposed to get into 
the hands of the public, so the collector of 44 unused ** 
will have a hard time to procure them. These stamps 
are undoubted Official Postage stamps, and will have 
to be catalogued as such. I only hope that the other 
departments of the Transvaal service will not follow 
suit, as otherwise we might be blessed (?) with a 
repetition of South Australia, 1868-74 issues, and that 
would be rather too much of a good thing.
Railway Letter Stamp

The Railway Letter stamp is not a stamp as yet, but 
an Official envelope; it costs one penny, but has no 
indication of value printed on it, only the usual head
ing. The to-be-posted letter, which must be franked 
by ordinary postage stamps, has to be handed to the 
station-master by the sender; he then collects the 
penny, encloses the letter in the Official envelope 
(which, by the way, cannot be bought by the public 
previously), addresses it to the nearest post office which 
the train reaches, defaces it with his date stamp, 
which is very similar to the post office date stamp, 
and then hands it to the guard of the train, who is 
responsible for its delivery to the postal authorities.

The system does not seem to work well as yet, and the 
supply of envelopes is too limited. I was at our local 
railway station the other night, and saw the procedure 
gone through without an Official envelope. The

station-master took an ordinary 1 p. postage stamp 
without any surcharge, stuck it alongside the franking 
stamp—which was, of course, unused—then cancelled 
his stamp with his date stamp, leaving the first stamp 
uncanceiled. On my remarking this, he informed me 
that the first franking postage stamp had to be can
celled by the post office which received the letter 
from the guard. The system is an improvement on 
the old one. For instance, the mails close here at the 
post office at 5 p.m.; the mail train, however, only 
leaves at 12 p.m., thus an important letter to be 
posted after 5 p.m. has to wait for twenty-four hours, 
unless one would go to the railway station and try the 
kindness of a passenger on board or boarding the 
train. As all trains here run in the night, it is not 
so easy to find a proper person ; and then there is no 
guarantee that he may not place the letter in his 
pocket and forget all about it. My wife says 1 have 
that habit myself, but this I always deny, priding 
myself that I hand all letters, and especially her 
accounts, to her as soon as possible after receipt of 
them. Hut what is the use of arguing with one's wife ? 
She is bound to be right!

It will be seen that the Railway Letter stamp is an 
improvement, but the system is not as yet worked 
correctly: time will no doubt remedy this.
Postal Improvements

The post office is also improving. There is the issue 
of the id. stamps in little booklets of five pages each, 
six stamps interleaved with paper, for which 2s. 7d. is 
charged, the extra penny being for the booklet itself, 
which is covered inside and outside with postal informa
tion such as an ordinary mortal requires every day, 
and still does not know without aid of a Post Office 
Guide or personal application to postmaster. Then 
there are the new Hritish Postal Orders to be used 
only for Great Britain and all British possessions. 
These are a decided boon. For instance, I want to 
buy something in London costing 2s. 6d. Formerly I 
had to take a Money Order which cost 9d., which is 
about 30 |>er cent, of the whole amount, rather an ex
pensive charge; now I can buy a British Postal Order 
from is. up to 5s. at 2d. commission ; for 7s. 6d. to 
10s. 6d. I pay 3d.; and for 15s. to 20s. I pay 4d.: and 
if I have to remit broken amounts of is. I can affix 
Transvaal postage stamps not exceeding 5d. on the 
face of the Postal Order, and the country of payment 
will pay out the full value—the face value of the order 
plus the value of the stamps affixed.

As this system will very likely be extended to other 
colonies, it seems to me some office, say London, will 
find itself some day overstocked with small amounts 
of British Colonial postage stamps, which it will not 
be worth while to remit to country of origin, but which 
will have to be turned into cash somehow. Most likely 
some stamp firm will buy up all these stamps at face 
value, and thus save the trouble and risk attached to 
direct importation, and bring the present rate of 1 s. 2d. 
per is. down to is. id., thus providing a further boon 
for collectors of current unused stamps.
Single-colour issue

The latest excitement is the issue of £ p. and 1 p. 
stamps In single colours, the i  p. in green, and the 
1 p. in red, perforation and watermark as before. 
Several people, all non-collectors, have been at me 
to hear if it were not a good speculation to lay aside 
a few pounds* worth of the bicolourcd values. I 
pointed out that owing to the enormous quantities of 
these stamps printed, it would take long years before 
a sale at substantial profits could be effected. But I 
spoke in vain; the post office was besieged, and all 
bicoloured stamps are sold out.

Now speculation is rife if other values are to follow 
in single colours, or if the two low values are to be 
the only ones changed. I believe that the change 
was only made with the £ p. and 1 p. on account of 
the expense of double printing. If I knew about the 
other values I would prophesy, but there being now
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such an amount of red tape at headquarters, these 
little matters are kept as secret as if they were great 
State secrets; consequently 1 have not been able to 
find out what really is going to happen. Perhaps it 
is to follow the idea of Natal and Orange River 
Colony, of having the lowest, most-used values printed 
in single colours, and the others in double colours— 
although the stamps of the Cape Colony, which uses 
more than the other colonies, look very pretty in 
their single colours, and certainly cost less than the 
bicoloured ones.
A search for 6 p. stamps

Since the cable brought us the news that a Trans
vaal 6 p. stamp had been sold at ^105 at a London

auction, everybody is speaking about it, and the 
chance of finding some in old correspondence, 
forgetting altogether that Tommy Atkins never left 
a stamp or a bit of paper resembling one behind 
when he marched through the country: even six-foot- 
high safes did not stop him from getting at them.

It is useless to try to remember how often I have 
been asked if I had any of this class of stamps. Could 
1 just let them have a look at it? Would it not be 
wiser to turn the stamps into real estate ? Why would 
people pay such prices for bits of paper? etc. etc. 
People arc the same all the world over; what they 
said at home about the 1 p., Mauritius, they repeat 
here now that it is a 6 p. Transvaal. It is the money 
which makes them say anything. \ E m i l  T a m s e .n .

THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
T ranslated from  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

BETTY SANK UPON THE CUSHIONS OF THE CARRIAGE

CHAPTER XXIV {c o n t i n u e d )  CHAPTER XXV.
W h e r e i n  W i l l i a m  a n d  R e t t y y a f t e r  h a v i n g  b een ro b b e d , 

n a r r o w l y  e scape b e i n g  t a k e n  f o r  t h e  ro b b e rs

SO William Keniss and Betty Scott walked on for 
a few minutes without a word. The girl was the 
first to break the silence.

“ Its all very well,*' said she, “ but what shall we 
do with our equal rights, if by any chance the stamp 
is found again ?*’

“  Oh, that's a very simple matter,” returned William. 
“ We’ll toss for it.”

Such a solution of the difficulty amused Betty 
greatly.

“ Well done!” she cried. “ Mind you don't go 
back from that.”

They dined hastily, and immediately afterwards 
took their places in the landau which was waiting for 
them, and drove to the station, followed In another 
carriage by John and Victoria, whose few days of 
close intercourse had made them the best friends in 
the world.

W i l l i a m  a n d  H e t t y  f i n d  th e m s e lv e s  f a c e  to  fa c e  
w i t h  a  f r e s h  m y s t e r y

“  / ^ \ ll, I am worn out! ” cried Betty, sinking upon
V y  the cushions of the saloon carriage which was 

to take them back to Paris. “ My eyes ache, 
my limbs tremble---- ”

“  Ah, but we have seen some grand sights! ” said 
William, who was paying her a visit in her compart
ment.

“ Yes but we lack a Spartivento to give spice to 
our return journey.”

“  Well, Miss Betty, you can't have everything, you 
know.”

The two young people often amused themselves 
with remembrances of the adventurer, for the present 
lost in the mists of the past. The journey continued 
without any remarkable incident through Italy, 
France, and Paris, til) on the morning of Saturday, 
May 30th, they arrived at Havre, and went on board 
the N o r m a n d i e .
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As the vessel steamed out of the dock on her way 
to New York the two friends paced the deck together.

“ You can hardly imagine,” said Betty, “ how glad 
I am at heart to be returning home, and how I con
gratulate myself on having you for a companion.”

“ Ah, Miss Betty,” said William in his gentlest 
voice, “ I feel, indeed, how priceless that assertion is 
to me, and I am merely uttering a truism in giving 
you the same assurance."

“ Thanks, my good friend, thanks. But really, you 
have been during the whole journey so perfect a 
cavalier, a rival so kindly and thoughtful, that I feel 
compelled to tell you how I have been touched by all 
your delicate attentions. Not one of them has passed 
unnoticed, I assure you."

For a minute they walked on slowly without a word, 
each wrapped in a sweet dream, and then the luncheon 
bell brought them brusquely back to earth, or, rather, 
to the sea.

They sat down to table, and for a time there was 
little animation to be observed among ail these people, 
gathered from the four quarters ot the globe, and 
knowing nothing of each other. But the lovely 
weather, calm sea, and delicate fare loosened their

THE CAPTAIN OF THE “ NORMANDIE**

tongues little by little. The captain talked to one 
arul another, doing his utmost to break the ice and 
establish a feeling of companionship among his 
passengers, who were to live together for a whole 
week. Noticing that a place near him was vacant, he 
presemly said—

“ The Admiral cannot have heard the bell."
“ Have we an admiral on board?” asked Betty, 

who was seated at the captain’s right hand.
“  Yes, Miss Scott.”
“ Of what country?"
“ The High Admiral Campanas v Banastero, in 

supreme command of the navy of the Honduras 
Republic."

“  Oh, a personage of distinction, then ? ”
“ Yes, of very high distinction.”
And the captain requested a steward to go to the 

High Admiral’s cabin and inform him they were at 
table. The steward returned to say that the High 
Admiral was not well and would not appear.

“ Not well?" said the captain in surprise. “ It 
cannot be sea-sickness, for we have never had such 
calm weather.”

“ And then,” remarked Betty, “ an admiral is the 
last person in whom such a thing would be per
missible.**

“ Just so, Miss Scott, and no doubt we shall see the 
illustrious sailor this evening.”

Lunch was finished, the afternoon passed, and they

met again at dinner without anyone being able to 
boast of having even seen the High Admiral.

“ It is very curious,” said the captain, turning to 
Betty. “ I received him myself when he arrived on 
board, and he seemed perfectly well and in the best 
of spirits. Then suddenly, at the very moment you 
were crossing the footbridge, he took a regular leap 
backwards, shut himself up in his cabin, and has not 
been seen since."

“  Was it the sight of me that frightened him so? ” 
asked the girl, laughing.

“  I should not think so, Miss Scott. Such an aspect 
would rather attract than repel.”

Very soon little was talked about but the High 
Admiral. Everyone was asking what could be the 
matter with him. The captain had sent the ship's 
doctor to see him, but the strange invalid had not let 
him even come into his cabin. Even the steward 
who took him his meals had received orders to put 
the dishes down in a corner and go away immediately 
without turning back. But his malady was evidently 
not a serious one, as the voluntary recluse ate with a 
good appetite.

Some of the passengers thought that his exalted 
position making something of a personage of him, the 
High Admiral wished to avoid impertinent curiosity. 
But then, why had he himself chosen his place at 
table if he never meant to occupy it ? It was certainly 
a mystery. Everyone was interested, but particularly 
the ladies; and when at the end of two days it became 
certain that this enigmatical person meant to live in 
his cabin the desire to see him grew beyond all limit.

“ Do you know, I have actually seen him!” said 
one gentleman confidently, as they sat at luncheon 
the second day.

There was no need to be more precise, for even - 
one knew of whom he spoke. So in the midst of 
such a dearth of news a great interest was manifested.

“ Impossible!” “ You arc favoured!” “ Where?” 
“  What did you do?*’

“ OIt, it was very simple. I could not sleep last 
night, and growing weary of lying awake I dressed 
and went up on deck. I had been there a few minutes 
breathing the fresh air when the door of the mysterious 
cabin opened and a man came out, after looking round 
carefully to see that there was no one about. 1 saw 
him lake a few steps, stretch himself, yawn. Then 
he passed close by me, looked at me well without 
seeming to mind me at all, and after a few turns he 
retired tranquilly to his cabin and shut himself in 
again. And I went back to bed."

“ Well, what is he like?” asked William.
“ He is tall, of imposing presence, and with long 

grey whiskers.”
The lucky passenger who had had the good fortune 

to see the High Admiral became an object of envy, 
and the general curiosity was only excited the more.

As they left the table a group formed, composed of 
William and Betty and a few other Americans, who 
had soon become friends.

“ I declare I really will see this extraordinary 
Admiral,” said the young girl suddenly. Adding, 
with a laughing little grimace, “  I am so interested in 
him that I can no longer sleep; I am losing my 
appetite, and shall fall ill if I do not make the ac
quaintance of this intrepid seaman with the least 
possible delay.”

There was a general laugh, showing how little 
credit was given to this melancholy prediction.

“ But it’s a very serious thing," said she, “ and, 
moreover, it’s unworthy of good Americans to allow 
themselves to be mystified, and I propose that we try 
a bold stroke.”

“ Yes, but what?” said a big Chicago manu
facturer, who formed one of the little group.

“  I have an idea.”
And signing to her auditors to form a closer circle 

round her, Miss Betty continued in a mysterious 
voice—

“ Since one of the passengers saw the Admiral at
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THE PRINCE AT ONCE GAVE THEM TW O RECEIPTS
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three o’clock in the morning, it is evident that he 
chooses this ridiculous hour for his promenade. Now 
we might meet at a quarter to three, form an ambush 
in the shade not far from his cabin door, and profit 
by the moonlight to catch a glimpse at least of his 
whiskers. What do you say? ’*

A chorus of approbation followed this speech, for 
there were young people in the party who loved a bit 
of fun, and to whom the idea was altogether congenial.

“ That’s it 1” “ Just the thing! ” “ Bravol” were
the laughing murmurs.

It was arranged that with the exception of those 
then present no one was to be told of the project, not 
even the ship’s officers. The secret was wonderfully 
well kept, and the only thing remarked on was the 
fact that the young Americans retired for the night at 
about nine o'clock, which was much earlier than usual.

“ You are very rational to-day,” said the captain, 
when William wished him good night,

“ What can you expect? The sea air makes one 
so sleepy.”

No more was said, and quiet soon reigned over the 
steamer.

It was a lovely night, all silvered by the moon, 
whose light was reflected from the shimmering waves. 
Only the lightest breeze was blowing, and in the 
bluish shade no sound was heard but the groaning 
of the screw and the ripple of the foam left by the 
steamer in her wake. At about half-past two in the 
morning a door opened cautiously, then another, 
then a third, and ten minutes later the last of the 
little company had stealthily gained the deck, to the 
great surprise of the night-watch, who knew nothing 
of this strange expedition.

By common consent Betty had been appointed 
general. She entered heart and soul into the cam
paign, and arranged her army in two divisions, one 
on each side of the mysterious cabin, in order to 
blockade the High Admiral if necessary.

Then they waited.
Unfortunately dark clouds soon appeared, blotting 

out the moon. The deck was now only lighted by 
the electric lamps, placed at distant intervals, and 
left there to facilitate the working of the ship. At 
last the clock struck three.

“ Behold the fateful moment! ” whispered William.
A few minutes later one of the conspirators who 

was on guard signalled that the High Admiral's door 
had just turned on its hinges, and that His Excellency 
was now on deck. Then they saw what appeared 
like a tall, moving mass emerge from the shade, 
advancing slowly, and seeming to glance carefully in 
every direction.

“ There he is! There he is ! ” was whispered round 
with stifled bursts of laughter.

It was, indeed, a most grotesque sight. The High 
Admiral, for it was evidently he, advanced with short, 
hesitating steps; and as he passed under one of the 
lighted lamps they saw he was rolled up in a number 
of rugs, and wore a hat with a turned-down brim 
that quite hid his face. He had scarcely taken two 
strides before those of the two groups who were 
behind him followed with noiseless tread, so as to 
cut off his retreat, while the others advanced to meet 
him, that they might get a nearer view.

Turning a corner suddenly Campanas y Banastero 
found himself surrounded by five or six intruders, 
who were emulating one another in trying to see his 
face under the protecting hat. Stupefied, he turned 
to retrace his steps, only to fall into another ambush, 
to wheel round again, and absolutely fly to escape 
his persecutors, who laughingly gave up all attempt 
at concealment anc chased him mercilessly. The 
unfortunate sailor was the more troubled because he 
had no wish to appear to flee, and endeavoured to 
keep up to the end an air of decorum.

It might have been noticed that a meeting with 
Betty or William appeared specially distasteful to 
him; for whenever he caught sight of them, even at

a distance, he lowered his head, pulled up the collar 
of his coat, and immediately started in another direc
tion. Once William, who had hidden in company 
with Betty behind a mast, struck a match under his 
very nose; but it was only a flash, for the High 
Admiral, with one vigorous breath, blew it out. At 
last, just as the unfortunate night-walker had escaped 
back into his cabin, after the most exciting chase, the 
captain, awakened by the shouts of laughter and 
furious stampede, appeared on the scene and de
manded the cause of the tumult. Though he would 
much have liked to enjoy the fun himself, he pre
tended to be a little vexed.

“ You put me in a very awkward position with 
regard to this great personage," he said. “ I beg 
you to go back to your cabins and leave the High 
Admiral to please himself. An incognito, no less 
than sickness, is a thing to be respected.”

The guilty parties, like so many schoolboys in dis
grace, listened meekly to the lecture, and at once 
went to bed. The next day the very sight of each 
other made them laugh.

“ Well, have you seen him now?”
“ Oh, don't talk to me about it. It was a foolish 

thing to do! ”
“  Which doesn’t alter the fact that it was great fun!”
“ Yes, but Senor Campanas y Banastero cannot 

have found it so.”
“  He has a fine head !'*
But a new iden had occurred to William and Betty.
“ You will laugh at me,” said the girl to her friend, 

“ but the Admiral's eyes, though I only caught a 
glimpse of them by the light of a match, reminded 
me---- '*

“  Why, that's just what I thought,*' said the young 
man, with perfect comprehension.

“  But it would be the most extraordinary thing in 
the world, since the Naples police were certain our 
man went to Brindisi.”

“ All the more reason he should be here, Miss Betty, 
when you think what Signor Petto is. But even so, 
I dare not believe it. Such a coincidence is beyond 
all probability.”

“ We really are becoming monomaniacs on this 
subject. Everywhere we go we see Tilbury—Sparti- 
vento—Orsikoff! ”

“  Well, our sight has not been in fault so far.”
“  No, I tell you, it is madness.”
John and Victoria were questioned as to what they 

had heard about the High Admiral, but they were 
both so absorbed in their future prospects—especially 
Victoria, who was overflowing with joy at the idea 
of returning to her native country and taking back 
her restive f i a n c e  with her—that they could give no 
information of any interest, except that it was all the 
same to them!

( T o  be c o n tin u e d .')
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Kent and S u sse x  Philatelic Society

President: Eduard J. Nonkiaell.
Secretary: F. Wicks, The Lodge, Tudeley, Tonbridge.
M eeting*: Member*’ House*. Monthly: afternoon*.

T h e  opening- meeting of the above Society’s winter 
session was held, at the kind invitation of the Presi
dent, at Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells, 
on Monday, 23 October, 1905.

Mr. Edward J. Nankivell presided, and the attend
ance included Mrs. Collins, Miss A. L. Nix, the Rev.
D. J. Slather Hunt, M .A ., Mr. Chas. Hepburn Scott, 
and Mr. Frederick Wicks (Hon. Sec.).

Letters of regret at non-attendance were received 
from Miss I. Nix, the Rev. Dr. Highwood, M .A ., 
d . c . l ., Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wheelwright, Mr. Geo. 
Beale Pinyon, Dr. W. Allan Harmer, Mr. Nelson T. 
Hillier, etc.

The President, in the course of an excellent address, 
dealt with many matters of moment to philatelists, 
reviewing the developments in the stamp world since 
the last meeting of the Society.

In the absence of the Rev. Dr. Highwood, the 
motion standing in his name for the formation of an 
exchange section was left over.

The President gave a display of Abyssinian stamps, 
and also showed various parts of his collection, in
cluding some fine Transvaals and other British 
Africans.

The next meeting of the Society was to be held 
(by kind invitation of Mrs. Collins) at Dunorian, 
Tunbridge Wells, on Tuesday, 14 November.

Leicester Philatelic Society
A MEETING was held at Winn’s Cafe on Wednesday, 
1 November, of stamp collectors of Leicester, with 
Dr. R. M. West in the chair. In opening the chair
man remarked that a town of 260,000 should most 
certainly possess a Philatelic Society. Stamp col
lectors did not appear to even know of each other’s 
existence, and it was time they joined hands and 
formed a really active society. Mr. Sansome proposed 
that the Leicester Philatelic Society be formed, which 
was carried unanimously. After considerable dis
cussion rules were adopted and the following officers 
elected:—President: Dr. R. M. West. Secretary: 
Mr. J. W. H. Goddard, 14, Church Avenue, Glenfield 
Road. Treasurer: Mr. T. B. Widdowson. Com
mittee : Mrs. Scott, Mr. J. G. Boulton, Mr. C. J. 
Ellis, Mr. W. Gadsby. Place of Meeting: Winn’s 
Cafe, on the first Wednesday in the month.

The following offers of displays were made, dates to 
be arranged by the Committee: British Colonials,
E. Heginbottom, B .A . ; Persia, J .  G. Boulton; 
Asiatics, W. Gadsby; Colonials, I)r. West.

A goodly number of members were enrolled, and 
the Society was started with every prospect of a 
useful career.

Liverpool Philatelic Society
President: Herbert Woods.
Secretary: W. Halfpenny, 28, Dacey Street, Liverpool.
Meetinge: Angel Hotel, Dale Street, Liverpool. 7 p.m.

T h e  usual fortnightly meeting of the above Society 
took place on Monday, 23 October, 1905, at the Angel 
Hotel, Dale Street. There was again a large attend
ance, and after the minutes had been read and other 
business completed, a paper on ** Dominica, B. W. I.", 
was read by Mr. Cuthbertson. This gentleman's 
efforts are always looked forward to, and his paper 
fully satisfied all expectations, as it contained much 
valuable information without becoming a cut-and- 
dried epitome of the catalogue. A good display of 
the stamps of this little colony was made by the 
members, also a display of the issues of Cuba, several 
exhibitors being very strong in early issues. The 
usual votes of thanks having been given, the meeting 
terminated.

The next meeting (6 November) promises to be of 
especial interest, as Mr. W. Doming Beckton, Presi
dent of the Manchester Philatelic Society, has promised 
to exhibit his superb show of the stamps of Roumania, 
and to reacf a short paper on the same. All friends 
interested in Philately are cordially invited to be 
present.

North of England Philatelic Society
President: C. 8■  Bainbridge, J.P.
Hon. See■ : Mark Easton, 43, Sidney Grove, Newcastte-on-Tyne.
Meetings: Newcastle-on-Tyne.

T h e  usual monthly meeting of this Society was held 
on Thursday evening, 2 November, at 7.30, Mr. 
T. D. Hume, the Vice-President, in the chair. The 
minutes of previous meeting were confirmed, and 
three new members, Messrs. Sidney Annandale, 
Charles L. Bagnall, and Percy Bell, were elected, 
making the membership fifty-seven.

Mr. W. H. Ritson, J.l\, then showed his excellent 
collection of British Colonials, which contains many 
mint first issues, and the fifteen members present had 
an enjoyable meeting. A hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Mr. Ritson on the motion of the Chair
man, to which Mr. Ritson responded.

T h e H erne B a y  Philatelic Society
8, Promenade Central.

T h e  above Society has just been formed. President: 
R. Maclachlan, J.P. Vice-Presidents: F. H. Bar wood, 
G. Oyston. Hon. Counterfeit Detector: C. Kriiuter. 
Hon. Treasurer: G. Dukes. Hon. Secretary: T. K. 
Newton. Committee: Major P. K. Brine, Capt. Cope, 
Messrs. B. Admans, H. Coleman Daniels, C. S. 
Greenhead, r . a . m ., T. S. Harvey, W. G. King, T. 
Knight, J. L. Moone, T. Ridout, and R. G. Wells.

Objects: Reading of papers on Philately, circula
tion of an Exchange Packet, and formation of Library, 
etc.

CORRESPONDENCE
Queensland, Perf. 9$
D e a r  S i r ,—There is one statement in the article on 
Perforations by Rev. T. C. Walton, M .A ., in G ib b o n s  
S t a m p  W e e k ly , 21 October, 1903. page 261, which I 
think requires correction. It is there said that the 
Queensland perforating machine gauging 9̂  was sent 
to British Newg Guinea. When in Brisbane early this 
year I went over the Government Stamp Printing 
Office, and there saw the 9  ̂machine, and obtained a 
pull from it.

The machine which was sent to British New Guinea 
was the older machine which perforated 13, and of 
which I managed to obtain a pull afterwards.

It will thus be seen that the explanation of the 
appearance of the bogus 9̂  perforations is hardly 
correct. If it were so it would be practically impos
sible to detect the forgeries.

Yours truly,
L e s l i e  L . R . H a u s b u r g .
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THE STAMP MARKET
By AN ODD LOT
Business More Promising
T h e k e  is, generally speaking, a  more hopeful tone 
amongst dealers in London. They cannot boast of any 
boom, but of enough additional sales to justify the 
hope that things are on the mend. Of course the 
change to chalk-surfaced paper will keep matters 
lively in the sale of new issues, and the interest which 
G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly  is arousing amongst boys is 
decidedly telling in the sales of recent issues. Boys 
have to wait until they have control of more money 
before they can work backwards through the old 
issues.
Glendining's Sales.
During October, Messrs. Glendining and Co., Ltd., 
of 7, Argyll Street, Regent Street, W., held two very 
successful sales. The first of these was on 3 and 4 
October, and consisted of the collection of Mr. 
Sherring, of Bristol, with other property. There 
were not many rarities, but a good lot of useful 
stamps, which were keenly competed for by the 
dealers. Some of the best prices were as follows:—

£  s. it.
Great Britain, id., black, "  V .R .”  . . . . 7 0 0

Ditto, O.W. Official, iod., Queen, used . . 2 16 o
Ditto, O.W. Official, iod., King, used . . * 3 5 0

Cai»e of Good Hope, 3d., error “ the. k k "  . . 2 12 6
Ditto, js., watermark C A, fine used block of four 4 15 o 

Swazieland, Ad., red surcharge, inverted . . 1 14 o
Ditto, Ad., red surcharge, double . . . . x to o

Canada, Ad., imperf, block of six, used on letter . 5 10 o 
Ditto, 3d., imperf., block of five, unused . . 3 0 0

Confederate States, Baton Rouge, 5 c., used on letter 5 5 0  
Nova Scotia, is., violet, and 6d., green, used on piece 

of original, the ts. being slightly clipped on one
s i d e .................................................................... 11 15 o

Trinidad, The Lady McLeod, used, but heavily pen-
stroked . . . ........................................... 6 1 5 0

Collections:—
In Imperial album, 6803 stamps . . . . 72 o o
Of Portuguese Colonials, 210 2stamps. . . 34 o o
In Permanent album, 1487 stamps . . . 15 10 o
In Senf album, 5834 stamps...................................20 o o

The sale on 17 and >8 October was a more important 
one, and contained the collection of Mr. De Lara 
Cohen, and a portion of the collection of Mr. 
Schlmenekow. A good many of the best stamps 
were not in fine condition. The following were some 
of the best things, with the prices realized:—
Bulgaria, 1882, the error 5 s., rose . . . .

Ditto, 1884, 5 on 30 s., black surcharge, used 
Finland, the error 10 p., purple-brown, in the colour

of the 5 P- • • * . ♦ ♦ . • 4 *5
France, 1 franc, orange-vermilion, fine, used, on piece 

of original envelope . . . .
Ditto, 1872, large figure, pair, consisting of xo c., 

and error 15 c., lustre on rose, but badly centred 7 10 
Great Britain, jus. orange, unused . . .
Naples, A lorncse, blue cross, not fine 
Moldavia, 27 paras, black and rose, cut to shape 

Ditto, $4 paras, blue on green, square, but rather
s h o rt ........................................................

Levant, brown and blue, used . . . . .
Ditto, blue and red, u s e d ...................................

Spain, t8$t, 2 reales, red, u s e d ...................................
Ditto, 1853, 3  cuartos, bronze, mended in centre .
Ditto, 1854, t real, light blue, fine, used . . .

Sweden, the error “ t k k t io "  on 20 Ore, vermilion,
unused................................................... ........  . 13 10

Switzerland, Vaud, 4 c., used . . . . .
Ditto, Poste Locale, a| rp., without frame, used .

Tuscany, 3 lire, with triangular piece from the bottom
of the stamp............................................................19

Philippine Islands, first issue, 2 reales, green, block 
of four, used . . . . . .

Portuguese India, x88t, 5 on 20, in a pair, one stamp 
with dear double surcharge . . . . .

Azores, small surcharge, 150 r., blue, perf. 12}, hori
zontal used p a i r ....................................................7 >.

£ s. it.
9 0 0
5 xo 0

4 *5 0

7 xo 0

7 10 0
6 0 0
7 to 0

*4 0 0

XI 0 O
5 5 0
5 »5 0

*5 0 0
XI to 0
IX 0 0

*3 10 0
*5 xo 0
9 *5 0

*9 0 0

7 5 0

5 5 0

7 >3 0

£  s. it.
Guinea, first issue, small surcharge, an entire unused

sheet in perfect condition . . . . . x8 o o
Oil Rivers, an unsevered double pair of the A on id.,

the upper stamp being surcharged in violet and
the lower in r e d ................................................. 15 10 o

Ditto, Ad. on 2£d. in green, No. 13, unused . . xo o o
Ditto. Ad on zjd. in black, No. 13^ . . . 9 0 0

Zanzibar, French Consular Offices, 1904, set of 9
v a r i e t i e s ..........................................................21 o o

Brazil, collection in Specialist's album, 1017 stamps . 23 o o 
M issionary U gandas
T h e  quaint stamps which the missionaries o f U gan da  
turned out on the typew riter have long been regarded  
as stam ps that must inevitably becom e rare and very  
high priced. W h e n  they w ere current they w ere looked 
upon as b arely entitled to be regarded as postage  
stam ps, but their claim  to a place in the catalogue has 
lo n g  since been fully adm itted, and now those collec- 

—  tors who passed them o ver as not 
I w  Q f t  D |  worth notice a rc  p ay in g  lo n g  prices 

V ♦  J  VJ •  * \  for (hcm> I am sorry to have to 
I | confess that I am one o f  those who

missed the opportunity. A  fellow  
I j collector offered me gra n d  selec-

lions on the original envelopes at 
I | 4s. each for exch an ge.

M essrs. V en tom , Bull, andC ooper  
IT T  _  -  1 sold a fine lot at their auction on

U g a n  Q 3L 26  O ctober, 1905. H ere are  a  few  
- of the principal lo ts :—

Issue o f  M arch, 1895. £ s. <t.
30 cowries, black, unused I x6 0
40 .* n . . X 12 0
5°  1. 11 • . I 10 0
60 ,, n . . . 2 0 0
60 ,, ,, block of 3 . 6 *5 0

Issue o f  Ju n e ,  1896.
5 cowries. violet, unused . . 1 t 0

to ,, ,, . 0 *5 0
*5 .. ,, . 1 5 0
3°  » „ . t 10 0
50 .. 0 . 1 1 0

too „ >» 1 9 0

Zanzibars in the Ascendant
T h e r e  is no doubt about Zanxiliars on Indians bein g  
in the ascendant. A  fellow collector show ed me a 
photo o f a  sheet a  few d ays a g o  w hich form ed part of 
a lot he had agreed to purchase for ^ 6 5 0 , an d this to 
add to an enorm ous collection o f  Z anzibars w hich he 
already possessed.

T h e  follow in g record o f a  few  sales b y  V entom , 
B u ll, and C oo p er on 21 O ctober, 1903. will g iv e  some 
id ea o f  the prices w hich specialists will p ay for what 
th e y  w ant in Z a n z ib a rs:—
On Indian, 3 annas, orange, error “ Zanzidar” , in a £  s. it.

mint vertical p air....................................................6 10 o
Ditto, a single mint specimen of this error . . 4 to o
Ditto, 3 annas, orange, error '* Zanzidar ” (Inverted

“  p ”  for “  d ”), in a mint block of four . . 9 0 0
Ditto, 1 rupee, slate, error “ Zanzidar", unused in 

mint state, but a trifle thinned at back only . i t  0 0  
Ditto, 24 annas, green, error “  Zanibar", unused in

mint s t a t e ............................................................$ o o
Ditto, 6 annas, bistre, error “  Zanibar” , in a mint 

horizontal pair . . . . . . 6 to o
Ditto, a single mint specimen of this error . . 7 0 0
Ditto, ak annas, green, variety with italic second 

Mz ” , in a  mint horizontal pair, with full corner
margins.................................................................... j  15  o

Ditto, t rupee, grey, variety " p "  with tail broken 
oflf for “ n ” , unused, in mint state . . to o o

Ditto, provisional, 24, in red. on t4 anna, sepia, an 
unused part sheet of 86, in mint state, including 
the two varieties of the “ Zanzidar** errors **p* 
with tail broken off for “  n ” , inverted * '1 ”  in “ 4 ", 
and other varieties, an extremely scarce sheet . 40 o o
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
The E d it o r  re g re ts  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o  t im e  f o r  d ire c t  co rre sp o n de n ce . A H  le t t e rs  re q u ir in g  a  r e p ly  w i l l  be d e a lt w ith  

u n d e r  th e  h e a d  o f  “ A n s w e rs  to  C o rre sp o n d e n ts

A Correspondent.—Don't understand your difficulty 
in getting the 5 and 10 piastres of the first issue of 
Sudan. They are plentiful enough. We saw rows of 
them in Gibbons stock hook not long ago, and there 
is no reason that we know of why they should be 
scarce for some time to come. Of course, when 
specialists take to collecting all the varieties found 
in the Arabic characters of the overprint they are 
more likely than not to get scarce. But at present 
there is not much sign of any rush in this direction.

S. E. K. (Maidstone).—What you take to be an error 
in the 1 mark of Finland is only the letters in Russian 
character.

W. E. V. (Bath).—The old black id. English stamp, 
with the letters “ V. R.” in the corners, figured in the 
catalogues for many years, and was a much-prized 
rarity. The philatelists found that it must be classed 
amongst those stamps which were “ prepared for use, 
but never issued.” Hence its removal from the cata
logues and its absence from the catalogues of to-day. 
Still It is regarded as a desirable rarity by specialists, 
and fetches from £6 to £ f  at auctions.

A. H. (Hull).—Perforations are counted by the num
ber of holes (or points) in the length of two centi
metres* Our current English stamps have 14 holes 
within this space, and are therefore said to be per
forated 14. if  along the top and bottom edges they 
counted 12 holes in the two centimetres and 14 at the 
sides, then they would be said to be perforated 12 x 14, 
which would be termed a compound perforation. 
“ 12 to la i” means that the holes do not count 
exactly one or the other, but something ranging from 
12 to 12.J. “ (2x12V* means that on the top and
bottom the perforations measure 12 and at the sides 
12J. The top perforation is the first given in naming 
the perforation.

“ Safety paper” is a paper made with properties to 
render stamps printed on it safe from fraudulent 
cleaning.

“  Toned paper’’ is a paper very slightly coloured.
“ Thick paper” is just what it says it is—paper 

thicker than the usual paper used. But it is a term 
that is generally used in a relative sense; i.e. when in 
a series some stamps are said to be on thick paper, 
it generally means on thicker paper than the pre
ceding, or following, series.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—We regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I, all told. By 
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers’ price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
f. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ; 
G. Genuine; G.F, Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

R. Reprint; W. Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at tl e 
rate of 10s. per 1000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence i* 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, t r  
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to lie 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are ne w 
prepared to supply special covers for binding tie 
numbers of Vol. 1 of G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly  in ait 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—We wish to make GH>hovs  
S t a m p  W e e k ly  a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or le-> 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous” page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—We wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the report* •*( 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this mattrr. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paprr, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest poM.

OUR PHILATELIC
NOVEMBER, 1905
18. Junior Philatelic Society : Bourse; 6 p.m. Paper and dis

play— Colombia, Republic and States; A . H. L. Giles,
K.N.; 8 p.m. Display— African Colonies II, Gambia 
and Gold Coast; 9 p.m.

so. Liverpool Philatelic Society ; Discussion—Collecting as a 
Hobby, opened by J .  Hughes. Displays of British 
Bechuanaland and Panama.

si. Leeds Philatelic Society: Display—British Guiana, with 
Notes by J .  H. Thackrah.

Herts Philatelic Society : Display of West Australia, with 
Notes by L. L. R. Hausburg.

DIARY
33 & 24. Auction ; Ventom, Bull, and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 

Surrey Street, Strand, London. 5 p.m.
94. Manchester Philatelic Society : Display of Orange Free 

State, with Notes by W. D. Beckton.
London Philatelic Society: Mr. B, D. Knox. A  Paper 

entitled “ The Malta Local Post and its Stamps,” with 
Display.

98 & 90. Auction: Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square. 
London. 4.30 p.m.

30. Auction ; Plumridgeand Co.,64, Chancery Lane, London, 
4.4; p.m.

Birmingham Philatelic Society : Auction.

Printed by W , B bsmdoh & So n , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G iib o n s , Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C*
16 November, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By EDWARD J. NANKIVELL
Bahamas

'T 'H E  Bahamas have the honour of 
* being the first land of the New World 

touched by Columbus. For many years 
there has been much controversy as to 
which of the Bahamas islands was the 
precise one on which Columbus first 
landed, but the most recent investigations

decide the question in favour of W atling’s 
Island. The native name for the island 
is Guanahani, but Columbus rechristened 
it San Salvador, in gratitude for his de
liverance from the sea. Since then some 
one else has named it W atling’s Island, 
by which it is now more generally known.
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In all the Bahamas group comprises 
twenty larger islands, 653 islets or cays, 
and 2387 reefs. These stretch from the 
east coast of Florida to the north coast 
of Hayti, a distance of 600 miles. The 
Gulf Stream flowing through the Florida 
Strait forms the northern boundary, and 
the old Bahama channel separates the 
group from Cuba. The chain is com
pleted by the Caicos and Turks Islands, 
which at one time were under the juris
diction of the Bahamas, but in 1848 were 
annexed to Jamaica.

The early inhabitants were shipped off 
wholesale by the Spaniards to work the 
mines of Hispaniola and the pearl fisheries 
off the Spanish main.

The first English settlement of the 
islands was made in 1629. Mr. E. V. 
I.ucas, in his H is t o r ic a l G e o g ra p h y  o f  th e  
B r it is h  C o lo n ie s , gives the following in
teresting account of the early settlement 
of the islands :—

In 1667, on liis way to Carolina, Sayle [Captain 
William Sayle from the Bermudas] is said to have 
been driven by stress of weather to land on the island 
of New Providence, calling it by that name to dis
tinguish it from the then better-known island of 
Providence off the Mosquito Coast.

So favourable was his report that six of the 
Carolina proprietors, among whom were the Duke of 
Albemarle and Lord Ashley, afterwards Earl of 
Shaftesbury, turned their attention to colonizing it. 
Their grant from Charles the Second, dated first of 
November, 1670, included "all those islands called 
Bahama, Eleutheria, Ucanis (?), Providence, Inagua, 
and all other those islands lying in the degrees of 
22 to 27 north latitude, commonly known by the name 
of the Bahama Islands, or the Islands of Lucayos.” 
And their attempt at colonization is styled the first 
legal settlement of the Bahamas, which had long been 
“  a shelter for pirates and a disorderly set of people.” 
In 1671 a governor's commission was sent out, and 
the Governor and Council were directed to take steps 
for forming a Parliament, twenty members of which 
were to be elected.

It would seem, however, that these instructions 
never reached the colony, for in 1672 the settlers 
complained to the Governor of Jamaica that they had 
waited in vain for two years for instructions from the 
Lords Proprietors of Carolina. In any case, the 
Bahamas appear to have been left very much to them
selves 5 there was practically little or no government 
and little systematic settlement. The residents of 
New Providence continued to deserve the title of 
disorderly people; if they did not like their governors 
they shipped them off, and if a pirate like Avery 
visited their island he had to be dealt with as a friend. 
In 1680, or 1682, the Spaniards attacked and laid 
waste the settlement; and in i703FrenchandSpaniards 
combined drove out the English inhabitants, destroyed 
the fort, and annihilated the colony.

New Providence was now for a few years simply 
a headquarters for pirates, the most notable of whom 
was one Edward Teach, a "  Bristol man born," a ruffian 
who, under the name of "Black Beard, "became a kind 
of West Indian ogre. The Bahamas, however, were 
too well placed for such a state of things to last long. 
Representations on the subject were made to the 
British authorities at home, and on the fifth of Sep

tember, 1717, a royal proclamation was issued and 
published in the I jo n d o n  G a z e t t e  to the effect that "the 
usual retreat and general receptacle for pirates is 
at Providence, the principal of those islands [the 
Bahamas],” and that "  His Majesty has been further 
graciously pleased to give directions for dislodging 
those pirates who have taken shelter in the said 
islands, as well as for securing those islands and 
making settlements and a fortification there for the 
safety and benefit of trade and navigation in those 
seas for the future." Accordingly, in 1718, Captain 
Woodes Rogers, whose name is famous in the records 
of English seamen, was sent out to re-establish a 
regular government and to put down piracy. Him
self a buccaneer, though a high-class one, and ac
customed to deal with lawless men, Rogers was well 
fitted for the post for which he had been selected. 
Law and order were restored, some of the pirates 
were killed or driven out, others settled down into 
orderly citizens, a small council was instituted, and 
colonists were introduced, including a certain number 
of German families from the Palatinate, who made up 
the population to a total not exceeding 1000 in all. 
From tliis time onward the Bahamas were In all senses 
a British dependency

In 1776 New Providence was taken 
and plundered by an American squadron 
during the W ar of Independence. In 
1781 it fell into the hands of the Spaniards, 
but in 1783 it was retaken by a few British 
subjects, headed by Colonel Deveaux, 
who fitted out an expedition at his own 
expense from St. Augustine, in Florida. 
The group was finally secured to Great 
Britain by the Peace of Versailles.

The capital is Nassau, on New Provi
dence, with a population of 12,000. The 
population of the group was, in 1881, 
4 3 >5 21 i 1891, 4 7 .5 6 5  i and ' 9 00. 
53.735. mostly of the negro race.

Its Philatelic History
The philatelic history of the colony 

commences with the year 1859, when 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co. engraved 
the plates of the first penny value and 
printed and sent out the first supply of 
penny stamps. According to the London 
Philatelic Society’s work on the Stamps 
of the West Indies, plates of id., 4d., 
and 6d. values were engraved by Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon and Co., and each plate 
was made up of sixty stamps in six 
horizontal rows of ten stamps. The first 
stamp issued was printed on unwater
marked paper and issued imperforate. 
In 1861 all three values, i.e. id ., 4d,, 
and 6d., were issued; the 4d. and 6d. 
were of the same design and differed 
from the id. value. This series was also 
printed on unwatermarked paper, but the 
stamps were perforated. In 1863 the same 
values and designs were printed on paper 
watermarked Crown CC, with a is. value
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added of separate design. In 1882 the 
id., 4d., and is. were issued on Crown 
CA paper. A provisional 4d. was pro
vided in 1883 by surcharging the 6d. 
with the word f o u r p e n c e  in black. In 
1884-90 a full series of new and uniform 
design was issued. In 1901 a bicoloured 
id. pictorial stamp was issued, showing 
a view of the “ Queen’s Staircase.”  In 
1903 fid., as., and 3s. stamps were issued 
in the same pictorial design. The K ing’s 
Head series was issued in 1902, water
marked Crown C A , and is still current, 
but any day may bring us the change to 
the multiple watermark.

In the opinion of many philatelists the 
first penny of Bahamas is one of the 
prettiest stamps in the whole range of 
British Colonial issues.

1859. One value of One Penny, de
signed, engraved, printed on unwater- 
marked paper by Messrs. Perkins Bacon 
and Co., and issued imperforate.

N o  wm k. Im perf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d . s. d.
id., lake . . . 1 0 0  60 o

1861. Three values— id., 4d., and 6d. 
The id. was of the same design as the pre
vious issue, and the 4d. and 6d. of a different 
design, as illustrated. This series was 
printed on unwatermarked paper, as be
fore, but the stamps were perforated.

N o  w m k. P e r f
Unused. Used.
S. d. f. d.

id., lake .  60 0 20 0
4d., rose . . £ S 35 0
6d., lilac 30 0

1863. Four values. The id ., 4d., and 
6d. designs as in previous issue, with the

addition of a is. value of separate design, 
designed and engraved by Messrs. De la 
Rue. All printed by Messrs. De la Rue 
and Co. on paper watermarked Crown 
C C  and perforated.

W m k. Crown C  C. Perf.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
id., red .  . 5 O 5 O
4d., rose . . 12 6 7 6
6d., violet . 4 6 1 6
is., green . . 2 0 2 0

1883. P rovisional. —The 6d. stamp of 
the last issue surcharged horizontally with 
the word f o u r p e n c e , in black, in Roman 
capitals.

rOURPENCB
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d .
F o u r pen c e  on 6d., violet . 40 o —

1884-98. Seven values of one uniform 
design, designed and engraved by Messrs. 
De la Rue and Co., and printed by them 
upon paper watermarked Crown C A and 
perforated.

W m k. Crown C A .  Perf.

td., carmine
Unused. 

s. d.
. . O 2

Used, 
j. d.
o 3

2̂ jd., blue . . O 5 0 2
48., yellow . . O 9 0 8
6d., mauve . . I 3 * 3
is ., green • • 3 0
5 s., sage-green . . . 10 0 10 0
f  1, Venetian r e d . . • 30 0 30 0

190X-3. Four values of a new pictorial 
design, engraved and printed, in two 
colours, by Messrs. De la Rue and Co., 
representing what is termed the Queen’s 
Staircase, a mysterious curiosity in the 
neighbourhood of Nassau. The central 
picture shows a great passage-way cut 
through the solid coral rock for about an 
eighth of a mile in length. It is 40 ft. 
wide and 70 ft. deep, and at the end is 
what is called the Queen’s Staircase (cut 
in the rock), which leads to Fort Fincastle,
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built, about 150 years ago, on high land 
just above the stairway. The exact object 
of this cutting is not known, but it is 
presumed it was to allow the soldiers to 
pass to and from the harbour and fort 
without observation.

W m k. Crown C  C. P e r / .
Unused. Used.

j. d . S. d .
id., red, centre black . 0 2 —

5d., orange . O 7 O 7
2s., ultramarine, centre black 2 6 —

3s., dark green ,, 3 9 —

1902. Seven values, K ing’s Heads, all 
of uniform design, designed, engraved, 
and printed by Messrs. De la Rue and Co. 
on paper watermarked Crown C A and 
perforated.

W m k .  C r m v t t  C A .  P e r / .
U n u s e d .

s . d .

id., carmine . . . 0 2
2^d., ultramarine. . . 0 4
48., yellow . . . 0 6
6d., brown . . . o 8
is., grey-black, value carmine t 4 
5s., lilac, value blue . . 6 6
j£t, green, value black . . 24 o

Used.
S. d .

(To be continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E

The Prices Quoted in the foregoing article are taken from our publishers* latest Catalogue, and ore. 
therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., Will have pleasure in supplying any of the 
stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

STAMP COLLECTING 
AS AN INVESTMENT 
FOR BEGINNERS
By CH ARLES J. PHILLIPS

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  328.)

IN  selecting a “ field of operation”  the 
*  investing collector must be to a large 
extent guided by his means.

Another point is that he must not let 
fa s h io n  influence him too much. At the 
present time the fashion is for Africans 
and Australians, and prices in these 
groups are high, but they are certainly 
debenture stocks.

A few years ago Europeans were the 
fashion, before that West Indies and 
North Americans; but I have noticed 
that almost every country has a turn, 
and although in stamps, as on the Stock 
Exchange, one cannot forecast the future, 
yet I have no doubt that in a few years’

time the now despised South and Central 
Americans, etc., will all be in demand, 
and those who have patiently acquired 
fine special collections will reap a rich 
harvest.

For investment purposes, then, I advise 
the formation of special collections of one 
or more countries ; but to make a success 
the collector must not only accumulate a 
large mass of material, but must study 
all that has been written on his particular 
country, and then study the stamps them
selves, and endeavour to find out more 
than is known by any other collector 
about his particular subject.

To do this successfully his mass of 
material must be of good quality. Dated
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copies, stamps on letters, bisected stamps 
used for a moiety of their value— all have 
use and all tend to increase the com
mercial value of a special collection. 
Generally speaking, I find that unused 
stamps pay best, and a special collection 
should be chiefly of unused stamps, with 
a judicious admixture of used stamps, 
etc., as named above.

In considering the selection of a country 
or group to take up, the question of the 
amount to be invested is of the first 
importance, and I think that, broadly 
speaking, we can divide collectors who 
wish to invest money in stamps, combined 
with study and relaxation from other 
affairs, into three classes :—

First. The collector who can spend 
under £ 2 0  per annum.

Second. The collector who can spend 
from £ 2 0  to ^ 5 0  per annum.

Third. The collector who can spend 
over ^ 5 0  per annum.

Class I.
R 'o r w a y  a n d  S w e d e n . The used stamps 

are mostly very cheap. There is a fine 
lot of shades, and through the political 
changes now taking place the stamps 
should advance in value.

B o s n ia . Cheap stamps, both used and 
unused, plenty of varieties, and no doubt 
much still remains to be found out about 
minor types and varieties.

G r e a t  B r i t a in , u se d . In f in e  condition, 
are not common, are a lw a y s  in demand, 
and practically sure to show a steady 
advance in value.

B e lg iu m . A good selling country; 
used stamps quite cheap, but want a lot 
of hunting for in good condition.

B r it is h  S o m a lila n d . A small group, 
but interesting, and with a great many 
minor varieties; a nice collection will 
always be a good seller.

C h in a . Mostly cheap stamps, but 
with a lot of rare shades and scarce 
varieties, the older issues gradually rising 
in value.

D e n m a r k . A very cheap country if 
you keep to used stamps ; great scope to 
hunt for rare shac es.

E g y p t . I can strongly recommend this 
country ; most of the stamps are cheap at 
present, but a few of the. knowing ones 
are making fine collections, thinking that

one day this country will be a British 
Protectorate and be included in British 
Colonies, when a great demand would 
soon cause the prices to go higher.

F a lk la n d  Is la n d s . A small lot, but old 
issues scarce and good, and sale easy.

G a m b ia . A small country, but sound 
and good stamps pretty sure to increase 
in value.

H o lla n d  a n d  C o lo n ie s . A v e r y  interest- 
ing group, worthy of more study than 
the)’ get here, and unused especially 
getting quite scarce.

J a m a ic a . Used and unused prior to 
1872 certainly undervalued.

R u s s ia . The recent war has created 
quite a demand for this country. The 
older issues are pretty and quaint, and a 
collection should be easily saleable.

S e y c h e lle s . A safe little country in 
which to put a small sum. The obsolete 
stamps m u s t rise c o n s id e r a b ly  in next few 
years.

Z u lu la n d . A small but sound lot of 
stamps. The beginner might omit the 
postal fiscals.

Class II.
A r g e n t in e  R e p u b lic , up to 1890 and 

omitting the Officials, is an interesting lot 
of stamps with a ready sale.

A u s t r ia  is a big country to really 
specialize, but used stamps are cheap, 
and a collector who took this up seriously 
would soon be able to pick up rare 
varieties in perforations and types that 
would be overlooked by the general 
collector. In this country also one should 
look out for many quaint and interesting 
varieties of postmarks on the first three 
issues.

B r a s i l .  Well worthy of more attention 
than it receives. It is worthy of note 
that Brazil was the second country in the 
world to adopt the system of paying 
postage by means of adhesive labels.

C h il i . An interesting country; the 
old issues getting scarce, and rarities can 
be found by careful search.

F i j i  Is la n d s . Much to learn here. A 
fine subject for study, and more worthy 
of collectors’ attention than it has received.

F r a n c e . These stamps always sell well. 
The used are cheap, unused getting rarer
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every year, and a good collection can 
always be easily sold.

G re e c e . A hard country to master, but 
once understood few will pay better. A 
grand lot of shades here ; used stamps 
quite cheap ; dated copies very desirable, 
as they help to separate printings.

H o n g  K o n g . A nice little g ro u p ; 
undervalued at present, both used and 
unused.

C h a m b a , G w a lio r , P a t ia la , etc. A nice 
little group ; many unlisted varieties, and 
worthy of more attention than they 
receive. The Queen’s Head stamps 
should show a good increase in value in 
next few years.

J a p a n . The war has caused many 
people to take up this country, and now 
that it is so closely allied to Great Britain 
by treaty and mutual interest, and to the 
United States by President Roosevelt, 
“ The Peace M aker,” I anticipate a great 
demand and increased value for these 
stamps.

L a g o s . A good safe little lot, sure to 
increase in value.

N e w  S o u th  A fr ic a n  R e p u b lic . Much 
rarer stamps than most people think, and 
well worth getting, if you can find any. 
I have been trying for two years to get a 
set together, and still want many dates.

P r in c e  E d w a r d  I s la n d . Well worthy 
of attention ; many minor varieties, 
several varieties of perfs., and not at all 
properly listed or valued at present.

S t . H e le n a , S t . L u c ia , S t . V in c e n t, 
S ie r r a  L e o n e . All good sound countries ; 
stamps that are sure to advance in value 
and prove a good investment.

S ia m . Much to study here; a small 
investment should pay well.

T u r k e y . Very much neglected and 
worthy of more attention. The earlier 
issues are getting scarcer each year, and 
I find a pretty good demand for them. I 
should advise beginners, at any rate, to 
omit the Government Locals ; there are 
many imitations o f the surcharges, and 
not much demand for them.

(To be continued.)

CANCELLATIONS ON 
HONG KONG 
POSTAGE STAMPS
By C. A. HOWES, S.B.

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  334.)

\ X 7  E now come to another form of can- 
v v  cellation, which is quite frequently 

found on the earlier stamps, and this is

11S21)
T y p e  IV .

perhaps the most interesting. We will call 
it general Type IV , and describe it as an 
upright oval formed of bars which enclose 
a serial number. This time the form re

mains constant and the numbers change, 
so that each specific form of the general 
type must be sub-lettered. The various 
numberings, so far as known, are as 
follows :—

Type IV a contains number A  X
n

9 C
99

99

>9

99 n
i f d 99 99 M l
99 e 99 9 9 N 1
9) f 99 99 SI
99 g 99 99 S2
99 h 99 99 Y 1

Now a glance at this list, after the 
explanation we have given concerning 
the establishment of agencies at the 
Treaty Ports, and the Treaty Ports we 
know to have had them, gives the clue
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to the numbering-. A  stands naturally 
for Amoy, C for Canton, F for Foochow, 
M for Macao ( 1  give this on the strength 
of Mr. Mencarini’s statement that Hong 
Kong had an agency there, and that he 
has seen the cancellation M 1  ; I myself 
have never found this), and N for Ningpo. 
The last three need a little more study. 
S 1 is quite common and can hardly be 
any other than Shanghai, while S 2  is 
quite scarce and doubtless can be no 
other than Swatow.

Y has proved a stumbling-block, either 
being “  given up ”  or credited to Yuensan, 
Korea. But this is just where a know
ledge of history and conditions in the Far 
East helps one out. No Korean port was 
opened before 1876, when the Japanese 
were given the right to trade at Fusan. 
Chemulpo and Yuensan were not opened 
to foreign trade and residence (nor was 
Fusan) until 1883. Add to this the fact 
that only Japanese and the Chinese 
Customs Post Offices were ever in opera
tion at these ports, and where does Hong 
Kong come in, especially when the can
cellation is found on stamps issued before 
1867 ? The answer seems simple, though 
we have a choice of two places. We 
have already questioned the establish
ment of an agency at Chefoo, for there is 
not now a Hong Kong agency there, and 
1 have so far been unable to discover that 
there ever was one. It would seem 
probable, however, since all the other 
Treaty Ports opened up to that time had 
received them. In this case it might be 
that the name of the native town, Yentai 
( v id e  the Chinese characters on the local

stamps of this port), where the Foreign 
Settlement is located, furnished the initial 
Y, as C was already appropriated to 
Canton. The other candidate is Yoko
hama, Japan. In the S ta m p  C o lle c to r s  
M a g a z in e  for May, 1868, is a copy of a 
notice from the Postmaster-General of 
Hong Kong, dated 18 August, 1864, in 
which we find the following sentence: 
“  I have to request that, on and after the 
15th October next, you will discontinue to 
receive money in payment of the corre
spondence posted at your office, and you 
will demand that such payment be made 
in the postage stamps of the colony of 
Hong Kong.” This was directed “ To
H .B .M .’s Packet Agent, Yedo,”  and 
applied not only to Yedo (Tokio), but 
also to its Treaty Port of Kanagawa 
(Yokohama). The same journal, in 
November, 1865, stated that the use of 
Hong Kong stamps had been extended 
to Nagasaki, while in 1868 the port of 
Hiogo (Kobe) was opened and an 
agency established there.

And it might seem a foregone conclu
sion that Yokohama, and not Chefoo, 
should be the successful candidate, but 
the informant of the S .C .M . further 
states (May, 1868): “  I have seen many 
packets from Kanagawa, and the stamps 
have always been postmarked with the 
B 6 2  which is found on all the labels of 
that colony (Hong Kong).”  The ques
tion is evidently still open until some one 
produces an original cover which will 
definitely settle it. This ought not to be 
a particularly hard task, as the Y 1 can
cellation is not by any means rare.

( To be continued.)

T H E  S T R A N D  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .
Well arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. Seventh edition. 100 Postage Stamps, all genuine and 

different, and of a catalogue value of over 8s.f are presented with each Strand Album. The book, which is 
printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a new and specially designed cover. The size is a new 
and convenient one, viz. 9̂  inches by 7̂  inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album 
is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed 
books. 300 pages, post-free, 2$, ltd. ; abroad, 3s. 4d.

A P P R O V A L  S H E E T S  A N D  C O L L E C T I O N S .
New Sheets of Stamps for beginners and medium collectors. We have just been arranging our Approval 

Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps are mounted on 
Sheets, containing an average of 100 Stamps per Sheet. They are all arranged in the order of our New Cata
logue. First, Great Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries. These Sheets contain about 5000 
different Stamps, and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent on demand. The Sheets arranged to date 
are over forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s, Strand, London, W .C.
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WORK FOR 
WINTRY EVENINGS
By Rev. T. C. WALTON, M.A.

{ C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  331.)
Cleaning
'^ 'O  attempt should ever be made to 
1 ^ remove or improve obliterating post
marks. The less a stamp is doctored, 
the better. Many are the chemical sub
stances which are suggested as a means 
of improving stamps disfigured by ink 
or dirt. Alcohol, ether, benzine, caustic 
potash, Marseilles soap, and sulphuret of 
carbon have all been brought into use for 
this purpose. The only safe method of 
cleaning or improving the appearance of 
a stamp printed in f a s t  colours is to wash 
the surface lightly with a fine sponge 
soaked in clean water.

Trimming
I have a Trinidad 6d., green, stamp in 

my collection which puzzles me. Its 
margin has been cut so that nothing 
appears but the design. To what issue 
does it belong? If the stamp had not 
been cut close, I should know at once. 
As it is, I am in doubt, and unfortunately 
no one can help to remove the doubt. It 
may belong to the imperforate series of 
1859, or it may be one of the four differ
ently perforated series issued between 
1859 and 1861. Most probably it is a 
perforated stamp cut close so as to make 
it appear imperforate, and, by this means, 
bring it under the issue of the more 
valuable stamp. In any case, the stamp 
is worth little. And what is the moral ? 
Never cut off the margin of an “ imper
forate”  stamp. If you do, you probably 
destroy the only means of identification. 
Nor should the perforations be trimmed 
or cut in any way, for these perforations 
are often the means, not only of dis
tinguishing between issues, but also of 
distinguishing a genuine stamp from a 
forgery.

H inging
In these days it is scarcely necessary to 

advise young collectors not to fasten un
used stamps in their albums by means of 
the original gum on their backs, and also

not to paste used stamps down after the 
manner of wall-paper. When placing a 
stamp in an album, two things have to be 
borne in mind. First, there must be a 
means of examining the whole stamp, 
front and back, without being obliged to 
take it out of the album.

Secondly, the stamp must be so fixed 
to the page that it cannot fall out, and 
yet, at the same time, it must be able to 
be easily extracted without tearing either 
the stamp or the album. The reasons 
for these two considerations are readily 
seen when one wishes to see the water
mark, or count the perforations, or re
move the stamp from one album to 
another. In order, then, to meet these 
requirements, small hinges of gummed 
paper are made. These hinges are known 
by the name of “  Stamp Mounts.”  Good 
ones can be obtained at the rate of one 
thousand for a shilling. The cheap 
hinges, made of thick paper and coated 
with inferior gum, should be avoided. 
The method of using these hinges comes 
under our next heading.

Mounting
Formerly each collector made his own 

hinges. This took up a large amount of 
time, and consequently the practice has 
almost disappeared. Collectors nowa
days are glad to be able to procure hinges 
ready made. The size of the hinge chosen 
varies with the needs of the individual 
collector. Does he merely wish to fasten 
the stamp to the page of his album, 
then a small hinge (e.g. Gibbons No. 1 
or No. 4) is all that he needs. Does he 
wish to have space on the hinge for in
serting details respecting the stamp, such 
as date of issue, watermark, perforation, 
price paid, etc., then he requires a larger 
hinge (e.g. Gibbons No. 3). But what
ever size of hinge he chooses, the method 
o f fixing is the same. From one-eighth 
to one-quarter of an inch of the strip is 
fastened to the edge of the back of the 
stamp and the remainder gummed to the
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back of the space which the stamp is to 
occupy. The question is : Which edge ? 
It was formerly my custom to fasten the 
hinge to the top edge of the stamp. Mr. 
Editor once did me the honour to quote 
me as an advocate of this system. He 
will now be pleased to learn that I am a 
reformed character. Undoubtedly the left- 
hand side of the stamp is the place for the 
hinge. Stamps so hinged open with the 
album. They are not so liable to catch 
the edge of the leaves, and they have this 
additional advantage, that the watermark 
may be seen the right way up when the 
stamp is bent back on its hinge. In the 
case of imperforate stamps this method 
of mounting stamps is perfect, for the 
hinge may be doubled down exactly along 
the side of the stamp. Not so, however, 
with perforated stamps. If the hinge is 
doubled down along the outer line of the 
teeth, the gum of the hinge shows between 
the teeth of the stamp. If, on the other 
hand, the hinge is made below the teeth 
of the perforation, the teeth of the per
foration are creased when the stamp is 
turned back. It is a choice between two 
evils. The collector must settle the mat
ter for himself. Personally, 1 allow the 
hinge to be seen between the teeth rather 
than run the risk of bending the perfora
tions when examining the back of the 
stamp.
Arranging

The matter of arranging stamps, so as 
to make them as attractive as possible, 
is important. The collector who uses an 
illustrated album, with spaces marked out 
for every stamp, has to adopt the methods 
of arrangement already planned for him. 
The user of the blank album has a wider 
scope. He may arrange his stamps in 
many ways, each differing from the rest. 
A little preliminary thought will soon 
determine the exact geometrical design 
which will be most fitted to set off the 
stamps in their most pleasing form. 
Naturally he mounts in sets. Suppose

the set consists of six stamps. Then he 
places four of the stamps in the centre 
of the sheet in the form of a square which 
measures some two inches in the side. 
The remaining two stamps of the series 
are placed, one vertically above the middle 
of the upper side, and the other vertically 
below the middle point of the base, at 
suitable distances. In other words, the 
stamps are arranged in rows such that 
one stamp figures in the first row, two 
in the second, two in the third, and 
one in the last row. If the stamps are 
mounted in this order, symmetrical to 
the middle point of the sheet, the result 
will prove to be as attractive a design as 
the wit of man can devise.

In the case of a series of eight stamps, 
the number of stamps in the rows might 
be as follows : One in the first, three in 
the second, three in the third, and one 
in the last row. Thus a hexagonal de
sign is produced. Similarly a series of 
nine arranges itself into a diamond-shaped 
design. The only objection to this method 
of arrangement is the large amount of 
space involved. To do the thing properly 
one must be very prodigal in the matter 
of paper. In cases where the number of 
stamps to be mounted runs into thousands 
I should be inclined to mount all common 
issues in the usual method of long rows 
covering the page, taking care to keep 
each series distinct. But in the case of 
rare or striking series I should most 
certainly contrive to give them a w'orthy 
setting, and this could only be done by 
reserving a number of sheets so that 
they might be mounted in the decorative 
style which I have outlined above.

In summing up the matter of decora
tive arrangement, I can only add that 
the greater the care displayed, the greater 
will be the delight afterwards, and the 
more certain will the collector be of find- 
ing a good market for his stamps should 
he be so unfortunate as to be compelled 
to part with his treasures.

T H E  K I N G ’S  O W N  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .

T h i s  A l b u m  h a s  b e e n  s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h o s e  c o l l e c t o r s  w h o  e i t h e r  c o m m e n c e  a  c o l le c t io n  w i t h  t h e  
P o s t a g e  S t a m p s  o f  K i n g  E d w a r d  V I I ,  o r  w h o  c o l l e c t  t h e s e  s t a m p s  a s  a  s u p p le m e n t  t o  a  G e n e r a l  C o l le c t i o n .  
T h e  K i n g ’s  O w n  A l b u m  c o n t a i n s  t o o  p a g e s  o f  h e a v y  w h i t e  p la t e  p a p e r  o u t l i n e d  w i t h  a  n e a t  b o r d e r  o f  n e u t r a l  
g r e y ,  w i t h  q u a d r i l l £  b a c k g r o u n d  i n s i d e  t h e  g r e y  b o r d e r ,  a n d  n a m e  s p a c e  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  e a c h  p a g e .  E x a c t  s i z e  
o f  le a v e s  f r o m  t h e  o u t e r  e d g e ,  7 i x 9 $  ; a v a i l a b l e  f o r  m o u n t i n g  s t a m p s ,  6 J x 8 J .  T h e  t i t le - p a g e  i s  p r i n t e d  in  t h e  
R o y a l  C o l o u r s ,  w i t h  t h e  K i n g ' s  C y p h e r  M o n o g r a m  a n d  C r o w n .  S t r o n g l y  b o u n d  in  c lo t h ,  b e v e l l e d  b o a r d s ,  w i t h  
th e  O f f i c i a l  C y p h e r  M o n o g r a m  a n d  C r o w n  i n  g o l d  o n  c o v e r .  P o s t - f r e e ,  8 s . ; a b r o a d ,  8 s .  q d .

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .
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NEW ISSUES
Ths Editor will bo grateful to hit readers I f  they will help him with the earliest possible Information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the Information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J ,  NANKiVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Australian C o m m o n w e a l t h . — I n  V o l .  I ,  p .  3 6 4 ,  
w e  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  n e w  w a t e r m a r k  o f  C r o w n  o v e r  A  
a b o u t  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  t h e  s t a m p s  o f  t h e  
C o m m o n w e a l t h .  T h a t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  f r o m  a  
s a m p le  s h e e t  w h i c h  fe ll i n t o  o u r  p u b l i s h e r s '  h a n d s .  
A s  w e  p o i n t e d  o u t  a t  t h e  t im e ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n  e r r o r  in  
t h e  m a r g i n a l  w a t e r m a r k  i n s c r i p t i o n  o f  a u s t l a i a  f o r  
AUSTRALIA. A p p a r e n t l y  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h i s  
m a r g i n a l  e r r o r ,  a  n e w  C r o w n  o v e r  A  w a t e r m a r k  w a s  
p r e p a r e d ,  a n d  t h e  s t a m p s  n o w  b e i n g  p r i n t e d  a r e  o n  
t h i s  n e w  p a p e r .  W e  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  n e w  w a t e r m a r k .

W e  p r e s u m e  n o n e  o f  t h e  p a p e r  f i r s t  r e f e r r e d  t o  h a s  
b e e n  u s e d .

Crete.— O u r  p u b l i s h e r s  s e n d  s o m e  c u r i o u s  p la s t e r s ,  
s a id  t o  h a i l  f r o m  t h i s  u n r e s t f u l  i s la n d .  T h e y  a r e  u n 
a b le  t o  s a y  d e f i n i t e l y  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  s t a m p s  a r e  i s s u e d

under any justifiable authority. Plaster No. 1, repre
senting a  sorrowful, ruminating lady, 16 the type ot

t h e  le p t a  v a l u e s ;  a n d  t h e  p o r t r a i t ,  p r e s u m a b l y  o f  
P r i n c e  G e o r g e ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  t w o  h i g h  v a lu e s .

P e r / .
5 1., orange.

10 l, grey.
20 1., mauve.
50 1., blue.
x dr., red, centre violet.
2 dr., green, centre brown.

Switzerland* —  W e  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  C r o s s  w a t e r 
m a r k  n o w ' b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  S w i s s  s t a m p s  a s  a l r e a d y  
c h r o n i c l e d  b y  u s .

Tasmania.-- O n  p .  3 3 8  w e  c h r o n i c l e d  t h e  rd .  
p r i n t e d  o n  t h e  n e w  C o m m o n w e a l t h  w a t e r m a r k  p a p e r ,  
a n d  E w en 's  W eekly  n o w  a n n o u n c e s  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  the  
3 d . ,  b r o w n ,  o f  t h e  s a m e  p i c t o r i a l  i s s u e .

W in k . C r o w n  A .  P e r j .  

id., rose*red.
3d., brown.

Victoria.—- T h e  2 d .  v a l u e  h a s  a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  n e w  
w a t e r m a r k e d  p a p e r  C r o w n  A .  W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
c h r o n i c l e d  t h e  i d .  o n  t h i s  p a p e r .

W m k . C r o w n  A .  P e r / .  

id., rose, 
ad., violet.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Penny Postage to Egypt
A p e t i t i o n , which has been forwarded to Lord Stan
ley, asking him to exert his influence with a view to 
establishing penny postage between Egypt and the 
British Empire, has been signed by several hundred 
passengers on board the P. and O. steamer M a c e - 
d o n ia , outward bound for India, China, and Australia. 
The petition says it is naturally regarded as an irritat
ing and anomalous burden that, while the postage 
between Gibraltar, Malta, Aden, and India on the 
one hand and England on the other is one penny 
only, it should be still 2^d. between England and 
Port Said, Cairo, and Suez, and that there is reason 
to believe that the Egyptian Government and people 
are entirely favourable to the proposal for a penny 
postage. Mr. Henniker Heaton, m . p . ,  a passenger in 
the M a c e d o n i a , writes that he has had a letter from 
His Excellency Saba Pasha, Postmaster-General of 
Egypt, cordially approving of penny postage (uni
versal). He adds that the cost to England would be, 
on the 1,200,000 letters to Egypt, ,£7500— a mere 
bagatelle. Among the signatories of the petition are 
Lord Chelmsford, Governor of Queensland, Supreme 
Court Judge Rigge, of India, and many distinguished 
officers, Civil Service officials, merchants, and other 
influential residents in the various parts of the British 
Empire.

The Earl of Crawford's Cruise
Lo r d  C r a w f o r d  has left England for the long and 
interesting yachting cruise which he has planned to 
South America, South Africa, Ceylon, and the islands 
of Madagascar. His yacht, the V a l h a l l a , is a 1400- 
ton boat, one of the best sailing boats of her size in 
the country; but she cannot carry coal for much 
steaming, and her owner prefers to sail. The yacht 
will go almost direct to Tristan da Cunha, Lord Craw
ford having promised to deliver the mails there; then 
southwards to the little islands known as St. Paul’s 
Rocks, where some famous sharks, striped and coloured 
like tigers, disport themselves. In the islands round 
here arc rare birds which Lord Crawford hopes to 
bring home to the British Museum. — D a i l y  M a i l ,

Extension to Africa
From here the V a l h a l l a  will cross to South Africa, 

where one of Lord Crawford's sons, who is on board, 
proposes to settle, and the rest of the party will then 
go on to Madagascar. Lord Crawford, who has a 
great penchant for small islands—the less inhabited 
the better—hopes to visit among others the famous 
little island near Admiral Rojdestvensky’s erstwhile 
anchorage in Madagascar, which Mr. Walter Roths

child rents for ^70 a year in order that the rare tor
toises on it may rest undisturbed. His party being 
already rather a large one, Lord Crawford was re
luctantly obliged to refuse many requests from mission
aries of several denominations to be taken to the 
rarely-visited islands where he will call.

The Russian War Stamps
We gather from a letter which our publishers have 
received from Mr. Breitfuss that the fund for the 
widows and orphans of the Russian soldiers has not 
received as much benefit from the sale of these stamps 
as had been hoped. He sends us a translation of a 
report upon the subject, which has been published in 
the Russian papers, as follows :—

“ The special postage stamps for the benefit of the 
orphans of fallen warriors, issued to the number of
889,000 copies of all the values together, have produced 
a net revenue of 17,780 roubles for the benefit of the 
said fund. Other stamps will not be issued, and after 
selling out the small remaining stock, which is still on 
sale in some of the post offices in the principal towns 
and a few of the provinces, these stamps will have no 
other than a historical interest, and will have an es
pecial value for collectors of postage stamps.”

It would seem probable that the Post Office has 
reaped most of the benefit, as no doubt but few of the 
stamps have been used for postage. — T h e  M o n t h l y  

J o u r n a l .

Swiss Stamp Designs Competition 
A c o r r e s p o n d e n t  sends us a cutting fr o m  the 
J M s e m e r  T a g e b la t t , 17 October, 1905, of which the 
following is a translation :—

“ As will be remembered, the competition of 1901 
for a new design for the postage stamp came to no 
satisfactory result, although no less than 336 com
petitors entered with 541 designs. A first prize could 
not be awarded, but a second, a third, two fourth, and 
two fifth prizes were given. On October 14th, 1901, 
the Federal Council empowered the Postal Depart
ment to arrange a more restricted competition. The 
Department referred to recently commissioned three 
artists to design new postage stamps. Each artist 
may send in three designs, and the best design of 
each will be rewarded with £ ,2 0 - The design which 
the Department of Posts selects for use will receive a 
reward of ^40. The designs were to be submitted 
by the middle of October, 1905, and they have now 
been handed in. According to the opinion of the 
Department of Posts the question will be decided 
this year. ” — T h e  M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

B R IT IS H  A F R IC A  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .

Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa has caused great attention to be drawn to the stamps of the 
British Possessions on that continent, and to the enormous increase in the number of collectors that has ensued 
from the issue of the War Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before the public a new and very complete Album, designed for the British Possessions, etc., on 
the African Continent. The Album is designed upon the well-known plan of the Imperial Albums—the stamps 
in numbered spaces of the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the description, full particulars, and 
illustrations on the opposite page. In order to make this a p e r m a n e n t  Album we have provided from one to 
four blank pages a f t e r  e a c h  c o u n t r y , thus making the Album available for the issues of many years to come. 
220 pages. Size, 8| x u£ inches. Post-free in Great Britain, 10s. 7d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, 391, Strand, London W .C
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
T ran slated  fro m  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

THE SKA W A S  LET LOOSE IN ITS F l'R Y

CHAPTER XXVI

W h e r e i n  W i l l i a m  a n d  Hetty, a r r i v i n g  a t  the w i n n i n g  

p o s t , n e a r l y  r u n  a  “  d e a d - h e a t "

DURING the final days of their crossing the wind 
suddenly began to rise, upsetting the equi
librium of the N o r m a n d i e , and the digestion 

of most of the passengers. Several, however, were 
not at all inconvenienced by it—among them Betty 
and William, who seemed to have received a dis
pensation from this unpleasant tribute to the stormy 
ocean.

The very evening before their arrival in port, the 
sea being let loose in its fury, they were passing the 
door of the High Admiral's cabin in company with a 
few other intrepid souls. This part of the deck had 
become the favourite promenade of those who had 
not given up all hope of gaining a closer view of the 
illustrious personage, and who were always seeking, 
but in vain, to get a glimpse into the carefully closed 
apartment.
I They were just passing then, when some vague 
sounds issued from the interior.

“ Do you hear that?” said one. “ One would say 
that Admiral Campanas is not altogether comfort
able !"

And they all drew nearer and listened through the 
chinks of the door. The High Admiral appeared 
to be as much tried by the element over which he 
exercised command as any man could be, and as 
unable to appreciate its more playful moods as any 
landsman. He was violently sea-sick, of that there 
could be no doubt. In the intervals of less acute 
suffering he would give other relief to his feelings—

“ A h  !  s a c r v b le u  d e  n o w  d  u n  c h i e n !  A h !  s a p r i s t i ! "  
Then a fresh access of sickness, followed by more
language. “ A h !  d ---- n  th e  s e a !  A c h !  I c h  a r m e r
M a n n !  T e u f e l !  M e i n G o t t ! "  More sickness, finish
ing with a fresh imprecation, “ C h e  c a l t i v o  m a r e !  
D i a v o l o  d i  m a le d c t t o  v ' t a g g i o ! "

“ This is very learned sca-sickness! ” cried William. 
“ Sea-sickness in every known tongue!”

There was a general laugh, and as the state of the 
sea rendered their position somewhat fatiguing, they 
retired to the saloon.

But even when, on the morning of the seventh day. 
the steamer reached the smooth waters of the Hudson, 
and was in sight of New York, the High Admiral did 
not put in an appearance.

“ Well, at any rate, we shall see him as we go on 
shore,” said Betty, during the course of their last 
meal on board the steamer. “  I have quite made up 
my mind to get a close view of him in full daylight ” 

“ You will soon have that satisfaction,” said the 
captain, “ for we arrive in less than two hours.” 

“ Very good,” said Betty. “ At one o'clock in the 
afternoon, in the month of June, one ought to be able 
to see clearly. So I propose that we all arrange our
selves in a row on the landing-stage, and that when 
the High Admiral deigns at length to appear in our 
midst, we receive him with a respectful ovation, to 
make amends to him for his seclusion, and to our
selves for our long period of waiting.”

“ Bravo! Agreed!” was the cry all round the 
table. “ To Miss Betty Scott’s health ! To the health 
of Mr. Keniss! To the health of our excellent 
captain !"

Which was drunk enthusiastically in the best 
champagne, provided by William as a stirrup-cup.
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T h e  N orm andie  once m o o re d , and  th e  v is it  o f  the  
custom s o ff ic e rs  ove r, th e  co n fu s io n  o f  d ise m b a rk a 
tio n  c o m m e n ce d . A  fe w  passengers, fo llo w e d  b y  
th e ir se rva n ts , and  o th e rs  a lone , c a r r y in g  th e ir  
sm alle r b a g g a g e  in  th e ir  hands, c a re fu l ly  crossed  th e  
m o v in g  b r id g e  th ro w n  f ro m  th e  w h a r f  to  th e  boat, to  
be re ce ive d  w ith  w e lco m e s and  em braces  fro m  th e  
friend s  a n d  re la tio n s  assem bled to  m ee t th e m . T he se  
la tte r w is h e d  to  c a r ry  o f f  th e  n e w  a r r iv a ls  a t once , b u t  
they, in s tea d  o f  p ro c e e d in g  to  th e ir  c a rr ia g e s , o m n i
buses, an d  tra in s , fo rm e d  up  o b s t in a te ly  in to  a d o u b le  
line, b e tw e e n  w h ic h  the  re s t o f  th e  p e op le  had to  pass 
as th e y  ca m e  o f f  th e  steam er.

“ W h a t is i t?  W h a t  a re  y o u  lo o k in g  f o r ? ’ ' asked 
the N e w  Y o r k  fr ie n d s .

“ F o r  th e  H ig h  A d m ira l C nm panas y  B anaste ro , 
w ho w i l l  have to  show  h im s e lf  a t la s t.”

A n d  th e  d o u b le  lin e  g re w  lo n g e r  and lo n g e r ,  b e in g  
com posed n o w  o f  passengers, cu s tom s o ffic e rs , p o rte rs ,

w e re  d ra g g in g  h im  to w a rd s  th e  fo o t-b r id g e  w ith  the  
in te n t io n  o f  m a k in g  h im  la n d .

“  B u t  re a lly ,  s ir ,  yo u  m u s t leave th is  b o a t,”  sa id  the  
ca p ta in , t ir e d  o f  th e  scanda lous scene.

“ W h y  c o u ld n 't  yo u  leave m e a lo n e ?  1 sh o u ld  
have g o n e  w h e n  I was re a d y  ! ”

“  B u t, s ir, w h y  d id  y o u  n o t re ce ive  th e  cu s tom s • 
o ff ic e rs ?  S ay w h a t it  is th a t y o u  w a n t, a n d  g iv e  y o u r  
reasons.”

T h o u g h  he th o u g h t  th e  b e h a v io u r o f  the  fam ous 
seam an m ost su sp ic ious , th e  ca p ta in  w as d e te rm in e d  
to  show  h im  to  th e  last th e  g re a te s t de fe ren ce . So 
he fo llo w e d  th e  g ro u p , in  th e  m id s t o f  w h ic h  A d m ira l 
C am panas was s t i l l  s t ru g g l in g ,  m o re  e xasp e ra ted  than  
e v e r n o w  th a t he  fo u n d  h im s e lf  u p on  th e  fo o t-b r id g e  
and close  to  h is  n u m e ro u s  a d m ire rs . B u t  su d d e n ly , 
p e rc e iv in g  W il l ia m  and B e t ty  in  the  f ro n t  ra n k  fa c in g  
h im , he m ade  a su p e rh u m a n  e ffo rt to  g e t  lre e  and  
escape. H is  fo u r  c o n d u c to rs  had to  use a ll th e ir

drivers, sailors, and a continually increasing number 
of people of all grades. But the High Admiral, who 
from the port-hole had taken note of the reception 
prepared for him, absolutely refused to come out or 
to let anyone whatever enter his cabin.

The captain of the boat, the customs inspector, and 
the captain of the port assembled in front of his door, 
discussing fhe question as to what they should do, 
not daring to use violence in the case of so high a 
dignitary, who might, by his complaints, bring about 
diplomatic trouble. However, they felt they must 
put an end to the situation somehow. From en
treaties, shouted through the door, the captain passed 
to a summons; then, receiving no answer, he thought 
himself secure from responsibility and gave the order 
for the door to be broken in.

The crowd on the landing-stage followed these 
formalities with great impatience, and a huge uproar 
arose when they saw four sailors of the N o r m a n d i e  
drag from the broken-in cabin the High Admiral him
self, furious and fighting like a madman.

“ Let me g o ! Let me go ! ” he cried, seeing they

strength to hold him, and had the greatest difficulty 
in avoiding falling with him into the sea. One of 
them, in the confusion of the struggle, seized him by 
one of his luxuriant whiskers—and to his horror and 
surprise the whisker came off in his hand !

Roars of laughter and cries of all sorts arose on 
every side, in the midst of which William and Betty 
were hardly heard to cry, as they rushed upon the 
Admiral—

“ Spartivento!”
“ Sir Oscar Tilbury! ”
In the face, so suddenly become smooth, they had 

recognised, beyond the shadow of a doubt, their 
cosmopolitan thief, the false Count Orsikoff, who had 
stolen the Brahmapootra stamp, and whom the Naples 
police believed to be at Brindisi.

“ I‘ve got you, you scoundrel!”  cried William, 
shaking him as if he had been a plum tree.

But Betty had called a constable, and, without any 
loss of time, summoned him to arrest the pickpocket.

“ What is the charge against him?” asked the 
police officer coldly.
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“ The charge!” said the girl, “ why, it would take 
me all the rest of the day to tell you. Suffice it that 
I have been most impudently robbed by him, and 
many others besides me,”

At sight of the police Tilbury-Spartivento-Orsikoff- 
Campanas rose to a supreme height of audacity, 

“ Don’t dare to touch me or you will hear of i t !” 
said he haughtily.

So in spite of the protestations and assurances of 
William and Betty the constable hesitated to compro
mise himself by a manifestation of authority, always 
dangerous towards people of position. However, he 
soon reflected that there was some reason for doubt
ing the authenticity of a High Admiral with false 
whiskers; and as the accusers were well-known New 
York millionaires, he concluded that their side of the 
scale at least balanced the other, and, laying his big 
hand on the Admiral’s shoulder, he pronounced the 
time-honoured phrase—

“  I arrest you in the name of the law.”
Some more constables immediately threw them

selves upon the thief and dragged him away to a 
carriage, in the midst of maledictions from the crowd, 
who showed the keenest desire to lynch him, though 
without in the least knowing why.

“ Well,” said Betty, as the rabble ran shouting 
behind the captive’s carriage, “  I don't think 
Providence has managed this business at all badly.” 

“ It is almost time for us to toss up,” said William, 
producing from his pocket a bright new dollar, “ and 
this will serve our purpose before long 1 ”

3 6 2

William Keniss and Betty Scott, who had now 
begun to hope again after believing the game irre
trievably lost, drove off to their respective homes, 
pondering over the curious chance which had brought 
the thief who had stolen the Brahmapootra stamp 
over to New York in the very same steamer as them
selves. To think they had gone so far in search of 
this stamp, and all in vain, when they need have done 
nothing but just wait, since it had arrived at their 
very point of departure of its own accord, or, rather, 
thanks to a thief!

But, let us hasten to add, neither William nor 
Betty regretted their long and picturesque wander
ings, for during the journey, in the course of which 
they had passed several days tn most pleasant in
timacy, they had learnt not only to know each other, 
for they had been almost strangers at the beginning 
of it, but to hold one another in the highest esteem. 
Our two young philatelists, if they could not bring 
back from Europe the rarest of all rare stamps, 
brought something of much greater value—a close 
friendship, which must soon develop into ardent 
affection.

But for the moment philately absorbed them, and 
they could think of nothing but the closing incidents 
of their voyage, and the unexpected arrest of the 
sharper who had so infamously and obstinately 
cheated them during the course of their adventures. 
So after dinner, moved no doubt by the same feeling 
that they must have news at any price, William 
Keniss and Betty Scott each sent out one of their 
servants to buy all the evening papers. From these 
they learnt that “ An individual of more than doubtful 
character, after passing for the High Admiral Cam- 
panas y Banastero during the whole voyage, had 
been artested on landing from the N o r m a n d i e  and 
straightway shut up in the Central Prison.”

“ That's splendid ! ” said both the Stamp King and 
his rival. “ I shall be at the Central Prison at the 
earliest possible hour to-morrow morning.”

And so it came about that a? the hour of six was 
sounding from all the clocks in the vicinity Mr.

William Keniss and Miss Betty Scott were laughingly 
shaking hands before the heavily-barred door, behind 
which the unfortunate Campanas must be sadly re
flecting on the inconveniences that a man has to 
endure who is not just a common scoundrel, but a 
gentleman, an Italian Commander, a rich boyard, or 
a High Admiral.

“ Come, come ! ” cried Betty brightly. “ We mean 
to run it close to the very end, and it would be hard 
to say at the present moment which of us is going to 
get the victory.”

“ But the time has come to decide,” returned 
William, “ as we arrive at a dead-heat, and in a few 
minutes, at our request, the stamp is to be extracted 
from the rather too deep pockets of our illustrious 
travelling companion. So, according to our agree
ment, one of us two, chosen by chance, must abandon 
the strife and, tearing up the paper signed by Prince 
Aibrandi, must give up all right to the stamp.”

“ We have plenty of time,” pretty little Miss Betty 
hastened to interpose, not being at all anxious to 
stake her last chance on a toss.

But while they were exchanging these few words 
William Keniss had twice knocked loudly at the door 
with the heavy bronze knocker, and slow steps were 
now heard approaching from the interior, succeeded 
by a terrifying rattle of chains.

“  Ugh ! it makes one’s blood run cold! ” cried Miss 
Betty.

“  Especially if one were going in for good ! I can 
just imagine the face our dear High Admiral would 
make on hearing such a grinding of bolts! ”

“ I expect it cost him his second whisker!” At 
this moment a little shutter, arranged in one of the 
door panels, opened, and the crabbed face of a gaoler 
appeared behind the grating.

“ What do you want?” he demanded in a surly 
tone, showing plainly his dislike of being disturbed at 
such an early hour.

“  We wish to speak to the governor.”
“ The governor? He isn’t here.”
“ W hat!”
“ I tell you he isn’t here!” And without another 

word the sinister fellow slammed the wicket, and 
William Keniss and Miss Scott heard the renewed 
sound of steps dying away this time into the depths 
of the prison.

“ This is a queer sort of customer!”  cried William 
furiously.

“ You can hardly expect gaolers to be amiable.” 
laughed Betty.

“ Well, he might at least have given us some in
formation—told us at what hour and what part of this 
terribly imposing building we might apply to see the 
governor. Suppose I knock again?”

“ What good will that be? They wouldn’t come a 
second time. And besides, you never know what 
may happen. They might shut us up for having 
made a noise at the prison door.”

“ That would be the last straw!”
“ But what are we going to do now?”
“ I really don't know.”
As they were debating this knotty point a carriage 

stopped in front of them, and from it issued a man 
of about fifty years of age, in a big hat with an 
absurdly broad brim and a long overcoat down to his 
heels, with a rosette of many colours for a buttonhole. 
He crossed the pavement to the prison door, and 
knocked nine times in a peculiar and evidently 
prearranged manner. Hasty steps were instantly 
heard in the interior of this American Bastille, and 
the door was thrown wide open.

“ This must be the governor!” murmured William 
to Betty.

“  No doubt,” returned the girl. “  Speak to him.”

{To be continued.)
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PH ILA TELIC  SO CIETIES
Junior Philatelic Society

Preeident; Fred J. Melville.
Secretary: H. F. Johnton, 4, Portland Place North, Clapham 

Hoad. S.W .
Meetinge : Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C.
Annual Subecription : le. 6d.

Os Saturday, 4 November, the third meeting of the 
seventh season, at Exeter Hall, commenced with an 
auction sale at 5.30, at which upwards of a hundred 
members were present. The sale was conducted by 
Mr. E. A. Gilbert Lodge, F.A.I., the Society's energetic 
honorary auctioneer, and the whole of the ninety odd 
lots were rapidly knocked down. The catalogues of 
the future sales will be posted a few days in advance 
to any member who subscribes is. for the season for 
them. This amount, together with any lots for in
clusion in sales, should be sent direct to Mr. W. A. 
Gilbert Lodge, 23, Spencer Road, Grove I’ark, W. 
The next auction will be held in Exeter Hall on 
Saturday, 2 December. The lots will be on view at 
5.30, and the sale will commence sharp at six. Lots 
should be sent in by the 25th of the month.

One hundred and eighty members were present 
during the four and a half hours the hall was open.

At eight o'clock the President took the chair. The 
minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
Acknowledgments of gifts to the Permanent Col
lection were made to Mr. A. Selinger; and to the 
Library to Miss Cassels (miscellaneous); Mr. F. 
Brewer {Stam p Collecting as a Pastim e, and The South  
A frican  Provisional W a r S ta m p s); also to the pub
lishers of the Philatelic Jo u r n a l o f  Great B rita in  ;  
The Picture Postcard ;  West E n d  P h ila telist ;  and Ijt  
Postilion. A large oumber of Library tickets have 
been issued, and the way the books are being called 
for is an earnest of the enthusiasm for real philatelic 
study among the members.

Gifts for the Library and other communications 
should be sent direct to the Librarian, Mr. E. A. 
Smart, 96, St. Mary's Road, Peckham, S.E.

The meeting then proceeded to the election of the 
following new members: G. Lodge, F*. Haigh, M. K. 
Clarke, Major H. C. Finch, r .a.m.c., C. Egbert Ashby,
H. G. Simpson, W. H. Percival, K. W. Mawson, E. O. 
Stubbings.

The next business was the reading of the report of 
the Examining Committee awarding the Society's 
Diploma to Mr. Samuel Buckley in Class A, and Mr. 
John Steele Higgins, jun., in Class B.

The award of the Diploma to Mr. Higgins lent ad
ditional interest to his very beautiful display of the 
stamps of Great Britain in five volumes. This com
prises really two collections, one exceptionally fine 
unused one, and the other a fine used one. The col
lection comprised nearly all the rarities in this country, 
some in strips and blocks, and much delight was 
expressed on all sides at the splendid display. Mr. 
Melville proposed a vote of thanks to his friend Mr. 
Higgins, and said it had taken him six years to get 
Mr. Higgins to bring his stamps up to London to show 
the Junior Philatelic Society, but he hoped it would 
not be six years before they should again have the 
opportunity of talking stamps with Mr. Higgins, who 
has been a member of the Junior Society since its 
first year and is one of the keenest supporters the 
Society has in its new venture in opening a branch at 
Manchester on February 2nd.*

Mr. James Feeney, n seconding the motion, said 
that most of them had *o be content with single speci
mens of Officials, but Mr. Higgins, in the thoroughness 
of his collection, had actually plated them in many 
instances. Mr. Higgins was in age as well as in name 
a junior, though his knowledge was that of a senior; 
and as he was more really (in point of years) a junior

than most of our exhibitors, it behoved the juniors 
present to recognize his merit as a philatelist by three 
hearty cheers instead of a formal vote of thanks.

This was done with the accustomed vigour of the 
juniors.

Mr. Higgins, in replying, was gratified at the re
ception accorded him on all sides, and hoped he 
would have the pleasure of showing his stamps to 
such an appreciative audience again. He was glad 
that both the diplomas were going to Manchester 
(loud laughter). Coming from Lancashire himself, 
he considered that was as it should be (renewed 
laughter). And when* once the Manchester branch 
of the Juniors was started they should further testify 
to the forwardness of that city in philatelic matters.

The Society is always glad to welcome visitors to 
the meetings on simply signing their names in the 
visitors’ book, but the practice of issuing tickets for 
each meeting has been discontinued. Provincial and 
other stamp collectors passing through the metropolis 
areat all times gladly received and welcomed.

Competitive Display—Great Britain 
T he report of the Examining Committee appointed 
by the President to award the junior Philatelic Society’s 
Diploma for the best collections of the stamps of 
Great Britain is appended.

According to the Committee’s system of marking 
the collections, out of a possible total of 100 marks the 
distribution is in the following proportions: Arrange
ment, 50; Condition, 20; Completeness, to; Notes (if 
any), 10; Rarily, 5 ; Bonus, 5. The best collection 
must receive 80 marks, or no diploma can be awarded.
Examining Committee’s Report—Award of Diplomas

On behalf of the Examining Committee 1 have the 
honour to report that the Committee has concluded 
its examinations of the first series, i.e. Great Britain.

The collections submitted to the examiners, though 
not numerous, are characterized by a thorough know
ledge of the stamps of this country. The competitors 
are congratulated, not only on the skill of arrange
ment, but also on the sound judgment displayed in 
variations of shades, watermarks, etc., which arc 
sometimes found lacking in philatelists of the first 
order. The Committee specially recognize the fine 
arrangement of stamps by the younger members of 
the Society.

In Class A, for competitors over twenty-one years, 
the Society's Diploma is awarded to Mr. Samuel 
Buckley, of Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester. This 
collection is very finely arranged, the notes are copious 
and original. Many varieties, particularly in Inland 
Revenues, are noted. This collection, in fact, stands 
by itself in the class.

The other collections, though not equal in arrange
ment to the Diploma winner, are of high character, 
both as regards rarities and condition of stamps.

With reference to Class B, for members under 
twenty-one years, the Diploma is awarded to Mr. John 
Steele Higgins, jun., of Manchester. The winner in 
this section displays a finely specialized collection of 
unused and used in five volumes, combined with a 
sound judgment of arrangement and originality of 
treatment.

The Committee specially commend the collections 
of Mr. L. H. Crouch, of Aylesbury, Mr. L. H. New- 
bery, of Brixton, and Mr. j .  Russell, of East Green
wich. The arrangement in these is of the highest 
order.

On the whole the arrangement of the stamps in the 
junior class is superior to that of the collections in 
Class A.

R . S h e p h a r d , H on. Sec.
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International Philatelic Union
Hon. President: Judge Philbrick, K.C-
Secretary; T. H. Hinton, 26, Cromford Road, £ast Putney, 

London, S. W.
meetings : Essex Hall, Essex Street. London, W.C,
Annual Subscription: 5s. ; Entrance Fee, 2s. 6d.

T h e  seventh lantern display g ive n  b y  the International 
Philatelic Union took place at E sse x  Hall, Essex  Street, 
Strand, on W e d n esd ay even ing, 8 N ovem ber, when  
a pleasant even in g  w as spent b y  m em bers and friends. 
\V . Sch w ab ach cr, E sq ., V ice-P resid en t, a b ly  carried  
out the duties of Chairm an, and contributed an in
terestin g exhibit o f  Russian revenues and Zem stvo
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stam ps. O ther item s w ere contributed b y  Messrs.
P. L . Pem berton (some new  issues and the stamps of 
Bosnia), F . R eichenheim  (varieties o f the stamps of 
France), uncatalogued varieties exhibited b y A . B. 
K a y , described b y .L . W . Fulcher, and the program m e  
w as concluded b y  an exhibit o f  some historical postal 
and fiscal stam ps b y  the H on. S e c . So m e excellent 
gram op hone selections, g ive n  b y  M r. Hlackmore on 
behalf o f  M r. A irlie  D ry , g re a tly  added to the enjoy
ment o f the even in g, w hich concluded with a hearty 
vote o f  thanks to the Chairm an, sub-Com m ittee, and 
exhibitors.

CO RRESPO NDENCE
Cataloguing Postmarked to Order

S i r , — D u rin g  the p rogress o f the auction at the m eet
in g of the Ju n io r Philatelic S o cie ty  at E x e te r  Hall on 
Satu rd ay, 4 N ovem ber, one prom inent m em ber stated 
that he considered the inclusion o f “ postm arked to 
o r d e r ”  stam p prices in our lead in g stam p catalogue  
w as a blot on such publication.

A s  such a rem ark m ay ca rry  a deal o f  w ro n g con
viction with it am ong the “ Ju n io rs "  w h o are still on 
the bottom ru n g  o f the philatelic ladder, 1 think the 
utterance should be gainsaid, and expression given  to 
the thought that the quoting o f  these “ postm arked  
to o r d e r ”  emissions in our leadin g catalogue is rather 
a shining light than the reverse.

It has been said that there are three g rad es o f stamp  
collectors, viz. philatelists, collectors, and accum ula
tors (om itting, o f  course, the M oguls, w ho to us 
beginners arc  a name rather than an actuality), and  
those w ho com e under the ca te g o r y  o f either o f the 
tw o last named, often collect stam ps w hich appeal to

OUR PH ILA TELIC
N O V EM BER, 1905
38 & 20, Auction: Putttck and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 

London. 4.30 p.m.
Auction : Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, London. 

4.30 p.m.
30. Auction : Plumridge and C o.,64, Chancery Lane, London.

4.45 p.m.
Birmingham Philatelic Society: Auction.

D EC E M B E R , 1905
i. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, London.

4.45 p,m.
Manchester Philatelic Society: Elementary Discussion— 

Grenada, opened by R. F. Chance.
3. Junior Philatelic Society: Auction Sale; Paper and

Display—Sarawak ; B. \V. H. Poole. Display—King's 
Head and Recent Colonials; J .  E. Heginbottom, b .a .

4. Liverpool Philatelic Society: Paper— “ Saxony,”  by
C. N . B. Crowther. Display of Saxony and Ceylon.

7. Bristol and Clifton Philatelic Society : Barbados.
Birmingham Philatelic Society: Paper—“ Notes on Odd 

Varieties,’' by G. Johnson.
7 &  8. Auction : Ventom, Bull, and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 

Surrey Street, Strand, London. 5p.m.
6. Philatelic Society of London : Messrs. M. P Castle and

L . L. R. Hausburg. A Paper on the “ Retouches of 
New Zealand,” with Display and Lantern Enlargements. 

Manchester Phitatelic Society: Paper— “ Russia,”  by 
G. B. Duerst

E d i t o r i a l  A d d re x x —  E dward. J .  N a n k iyell

their artistic sense rather than gath er them  with a view  
to stu d y and o f their worth.

T h e y  it is w hose cash is spent o ver such pretty rub
bish as the postal labels from Lahuan and British 
N orth Borneo, and who, but for the “ postm arked to 
o r d e r ”  prices, w ould labour under the belief that they 
w ere purch asin g specim ens actually used through the 
post.

Is it not, therefore, rather a boon to the inexperienced  
that there should be these different p ric e s?  It cer
tainly appears to me that to make this distinction 
betw een used and “ postm arked to o r d e r ”  is a mani
festation o f  honest p rin cip le s; the latter are only 
bought b y  the in experien ced — who w i l l  have them—  
and it would be quite an easy m atter to  foist upon the 
neophytes, “ postm arked to o r d e r ”  specim ens at the 
price oi used. j  amj s!ri

Y o u rs  faithfully,
London , 7  A ro v.t 190 5. A . P r io r i .

D IA RY
8. Dundee and District Philatelic Society: Questions and 

Answers.
ts. Scottish Philatelic Society (Edinburgh): Great Britain, 

R. Kerr.
is & 13. Auction: Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, 

London. 4.30 p.m.
Auction: Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 

London. 4.30 p.m.
13. International Philatelic U n io n D is p la y — India and 

Ceylon, with Notes by J . E . Heginbottom, b .a .
14 & 15. Auction : Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 

London. 4.45 p.m.
15. Manchester Philatelic Society: Elementary Discussion—

Montserrat and St. Christopher, opened by J .  H. Abbott.
16, Junior Philatelic Society: Bourse; Paper—“  Hayti for

Beginners” ; Fred. J .  Melville. Humorous Paper— 
“ On Nothing in Particular—Especially Stam ps"; 
W . E  Imeson. Display—African Colonies I I I : Trans* 
vaal from 1878; Natal from 1859; and Orange River 
Colony.

18. Herts Philatelic Society: Display with Notes—Liberia.
H . L. Hayman, Liverpool. Discussion—Collecting as 
an Investment, opened by W. C. Taylor. D isplay- 
United States.

19. Leeds Philatelic Society: Paper by Mr. E . Egly—“  The
Universal Postal Union : Its History and Progress.” 

ao. Enterprise Philatelic Society (London): Display—Rare 
Stamps; F. W. Lake. Ten-minute Papers—Selected. 
General Sale and Exchange.

39. Dundee and̂  District Philatelic Society: Display—Africa, 
Part II, with Notes; J .  E. Heginbottom, b. a .

Camanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Printed by W . B rendon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Sta n ley  G ibbons, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W.C.
35 November, 1905.
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T H E COUNTRIES 
OF T H E W ORLD
By EDW ARD J. N A N K IV ELL
Benadir

TN the partitioning of Somaliland on the 
A eastern coast of Africa, the treaty of 
Addis Abeba in .896 allotted to Italy a 
strip 180 miles wide along the coast which 
is now known as Benadir or Italian 
Somaliland.

This territory, following a British pre

cedent, Italy by charter handed over for 
administrative and development purposes 
to a company styled the Society Anonima 
Commerciale Italiana del Benadir. But 
the company was not a success, and 
fresh arrangements became necessary. 
In February of this year the following
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telegram from Reuter’s correspondent at 
Rome was published :—

In view of the lack of success which has attended 
the present administration of the colony of Henadir, 
Hast Africa, by a commercial company, the Govern
ment has decided to assume directly all political and 
administrative powers.

To give effect to this new policy, the Govern
ment has concluded an arrangement with the British 
Government under which llaly acquires the sover
eignty of the ports of Henadir, over which hitherto 
she has only possessed administrative rights, by the 
payment of a sum of ^144,000 to the Government of 
Zanzibar.

In accordance with the terms of the agreement. 
Great Britain secures a station in the territory of 
Kismayu.

Its Philatelic History
The philatelic history of Benadir 

started very unsatisfactorily. A series 
of stamps was printed at the printing 
office of the Italian Government, but 
sets got about long before the territory 
for which they were prepared was ad
ministratively ready to make use of them. 
In fact, the whole printing is said to have 
been placed at the disposal of collectors, 
an Italian stamp dealer being given a 
monopoly and allowed to ask 10 per cent, 
over face value. For a long time the 
stamps were regarded as a bogus issue 
made to dupe collectors.

When the Italian Government took 
over the control of Benadir it was ex
pected that the stamps would have been 
withdrawn, but instead of that the}' have 
been continued and converted into a bona 
fide  issue.

3 6 6

1903. Seven values. Two designs. 
The Elephant’s head design for the two 
low values, i besa and 2 besa (1 besa = 
} anna), and the Lion’s head for the anna 
values. The stamps were designed and 
printed by the Italian Government Print
ing Office, and are watermarked with the 
royal crown used on the current stamps 
of Italy, arranged sideways on each 
stamp.

l i ' m k .  I t a l i a n  C r o w n .  P e r / .
Unused. Used.

1 besa, brown
s. 
0

d .  s . d .

2 „  green . 0 I —
1 anna, rose . 0 2 —
2 annas, brown-orange . . 0 3 —
2.\ ,, blue . 0 4 —
5 ,, yellow-orange. . 0 8 —

10 ,, lilac 1 3 —
{To be continued.)

P L E A S E  NOTE
T he P r ic e s  qu oted in the fo re g o in g  a r t ic le  a re  taken fro m  o a r p a b lis h e r s ' la te st C a ta lo gu e , a n d  are, 
therefo re, the P r ic e s  a t  Which S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  Wilt h a v e  p le a s u re  in  s u p p ly in g  a n y  o f  the 
sta m p s  that m ay b e  needed b y  a n y  o f  o u r re a d e rs .

TH E IM PROVED P O ST A G E  S T A M P  ALBU M , No. 0•
One Hundred and Tenth Thousand. The best and largest Shilling Album ever published. 176 large pages. 

Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48 extra pages added in this edition without extra charge. This Album is now 
selling at the rate of over 1000 copies a month. The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and 
It gives universal satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last edition had nearly 20 extra 
pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a 
mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, 
capita), etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the'book is bound in a superior manner in 
art cloth. The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. There is also an illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we 
pay for each. Price, bound in handsome art cloth, post-free, ts. 3d. E. S. says: “  I asked a friend where the 
best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying that he had bought one and sold 
it next day for is. 6d., after keeping the stamps.*' A. A. writes: ** I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, 
and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me 2s. for it. Please 
send me another.”

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  39 1 , S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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SURCHARGES
By Rev. T. C. WALTON, M.A.
A SU R C H A R G E is a mark or inscrip- 

^  tion written or printed on a stamp 
after it has been completed for use. The 
causes of this are many. Let us con
sider them in due order.

(1) The first and obvious reason of a 
surcharge is to create a new value. In 
1865 the Kingdom o f Italy determined to 
increase the rate on letters within the 
kingdom from 15 to 20 centesimi. Now 
there were a great number of 15 c. stamps 
in stock. These were accordingly sur
charged with “ 20 c .”  and issued until a 
new design for a permanent issue could 
be produced. The surcharged stock was 
so great that it was not until 1867 that 
the permanent “  20 c. ” appeared. An 
illustration of this surcharge is given 
below.

C 20

(2) The use of a single plate has led to 
the printing of the design in as many 
colours as values. St. Helena is a case 
in point. The same die (6d.) was used 
for many years. The different values re
quired were printed in different colours, 
and the inscription, s ix p e n c e , having 
been cancelled, the new value was over
printed in black.

(3) Surcharges have also arisen owing 
to changes in currency. The year 1878 
saw a change in the currency of Mauritius 
from pence to cents. Accordingly the id ., 
bistre, of 1863-72, was surcharged with 
4 c e n t s , the 2d., blue, with 8 c e n t s , 
etc.

(4) Accidents and more often negli
gence on the part of postal officials cause 
a lack of certain values. The surcharge 
is resorted to as a means of supplying the 
need. The Philippine Islands and some 
French colonies are prolific in examples of 
this kind.

(5) In some cases stamps have been 
borrowed from another country. The 
first two stamps of Montserrat were bor
rowed from Antigua. A black line was 
drawn through the inscription an tig u a  
and Mo n t se r r a t  printed below. The 
Straits Settlements likewise converted 
Indian stamps by surcharging them with 
a crown and new value in 1867.

Straits Settlements sur- 
Montserrat. charge on Indian stamps.

1876 1867.

(6) Colonies have also transformed the 
issue of the mother country for their own 
use by means of a surcharge. Witness 
the case of the Philippine Islands in 
which HABII.ITADO p o r  l a  nacion  was sur
charged on the stamps of Isabella, 1868-9, 
while a new series for use in the colony 
was being prepared. Cyprus, for her first 
issues, overprinted the stamps of Great 
Britain with the word Cy p r u s  in block 
capitals. One of these, the 2ld ., was 
given away' with No. 2, Vol. I, of G.S. IV.

(7) Surcharges are sometimes used to 
transform the use of stamps. The addi
tion of the word r e v e n u e , or some 
such surcharge, transforms a postage 
stamp into a revenue or an official stamp. 
Such surcharges are “ Service” , o f f ic ia l , 
ON H.M.S., etc.

(8) Changes of government cause sur
charges to be added to existing series. 
Take the case o f the Transvaal. The 
year 1877 saw  the first British occupation, 
and the Boer stamps appeared with the 
surcharge v . r . t r a n s v a a l . In 1879, 
a beautifully engraved series of seven 
stamps, bearing Head of our late Queen 
Victoria, appeared. The year 1882 saw 
the rise of the Second Republic, and the 
Victorian series surcharged with een
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p e n n y . Boer independence, so far as 
internal politics were concerned, having 
been granted by the British Government 
in 1884, a characteristic Boer series ap
peared in the following year. We come 
down to the year 1900. The Transvaal 
was annexed, and the Boer issue of 1896 
was surcharged V .R .I. and afterwards
E .R .I. (1901).

(9) A surcharge has sometimes been 
added for the purpose of identification. 
The 3d., lilac-rose, 1880, of the Cape of 
Good Hope was so much like the id ., 
red-rose, in gaslight that mistakes oc
curred. The threepenny stamp accord
ingly appeared shortly afterwards with a 
large figure “  3 ” . A similar difficulty in 
identifying the 3d. and 6d., lilac, of the 
1880-3 issue of Great Britain led to these 
stamps being surcharged with a carmine 
surcharge “ 3d.”  and “ 6d.”  respectively.

Recognition of the Fa lse  from the True
The only recognized surcharged stamps 

are those which have been surcharged 
by the postal authorities of the country 
to which they belong. The decree or 
Government order authorizing the sur
charge becomes widely known by means 
of the various philatelic journals. The 
surcharged stamps in due course are 
noted and priced in the catalogues, and 
any stamp which is surcharged and at 
the same time does not appear in these 
catalogues—or if it be a recent surcharge, 
in the lists published from time to time in 
the stamp journals—may be considered as 
privately marked for business purposes or 
doctored for the purpose of imposing on 
the ignorant.

But there are forgeries of true sur
charges which are of a far more dangerous 
type than those to which we have just 
alluded. It is so easy for a forger to 
take a genuine stamp and surcharge it 
so cleverly that at first sight it appears to 
be above suspicion. How is one to know 
exactly whether the surcharge is the work 
of the postal authorities who surcharged 
the stamp, or whether it is the handiwork 
of the forger, who, by thus transforming 
a common stamp into a rare one, hopes 
to bring a little grist to his nefarious mill? 
One method, generally adopted as a means 
of identification, is to take a pair of 
dividers, similar to the annexed illustra
tion, carefully measure the length of the 
surcharge, and compare the length with
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the known length of the official surcharge 
given in the catalogue.

This, however, is not always an in
fallible test. A little thought will con
vince the reader of this. The spaces 
between letters in the forged surcharge 
may be different from those in the true 
surcharge, and yet the actual length of 
the forgery may be the same as that of 
the genuine surcharge. The best method, 
therefore, is not only to measure the sur
charge, but also compare it carefully with 
the exact reproduction of the official sur
charge given in the standard catalogues 
such as “  Gibbons.”  It will then be seen 
at once whether there is any variation in 
size of letters or spacing between the 
letters, and so a probably accurate idea 
as to the nature o f the particular surcharge 
may be formed.

Surcharge Measurer.

Again, should a stamp appear sur
charged owing to the absence of stamps 
bearing the face value in request, one may 
reasonably expect to hear of the issue of 
a new series having a stamp with the face 
value borne by the surcharged stamp. If 
no new corresponding value appears in 
the next issue, it is probable that the 
surcharged stamp is a forgery.

The following is a list of surcharges 
found on stamps on which the name of 
the country does not appear :—

S u r c h a r g e .  C o u n t r y .

B.C.A. (surcharged on stamps \ British Central 
o f British South Africa) . J Africa,

G. and G. \V. (on stamps o f | 
the Cape of Good Hope) . j GriqualandWesi.

on Indian \ anna, 
blue, and 2 c ., 
brown, Straits 
Settlements Sungei Ujong.

S. U. on 2 c ,, brown, Straits 
Settlements

A crown and value in cents on | Straits Settle- 
stamps of India . . I ments.

10  PARA 10 , 1 PIASTER I,
CENTIMES CENTIMES. 
5 ^ _ 1 0  —  10, 

on Austrian stamps.

* Austrian Post 
f  Offices ill the 

e c* | Turkish Empire.
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STAMP COLLECTING 
AS AN INVESTMENT 
FOR BEGINNERS
By CH ARLES J. PH ILLIPS

(Continued fro m  p a g e  3 5 4 . )

C la s s  I I I .
Great Britain, unused, mint. Our own 

stamps in perfect condition are bound to 
advance in value. The supply is gradually 
becoming smaller and smaller, and the 
demand increases year by year.

Cape o f Good Hope. Debenture stock, 
always a safe seller, and always in
creasing in value. Triangular stamps, 
especially unused, getting scarce ; the 
issues of 1864 to 1883 much undervalued, 
and stocks in dealers’ hands very poor.

Ceylon. First-class standard stock, 
safe for steady sale and good, safe rises. 
The issues of 1867 to 1885, unused, much 
undervalued at present.

Dominican Republic.— American collec
tors might do far worse than take up this 
country ; the old issues are getting very 
scarce, and the last year or two there has 
been a lot of inquiry for them from a few 
wideawake people in the States.

It seems highly probable that within 
the next few years this Republic may be 
annexed to the United States, and then 
the value o f the stamps will increase by 
leaps and bounds.

France and French Colonies, mint, un
used. French are much rarer than sup
posed in this country. See how few fine 
copies any dealer has got. The French 
Colonies are neglected here, but good 
collections sell readily in Paris and will in 
time here.

Italy, with Tuscany, Modena, Sicily, 
Naples, etc., forms a fine group to 
specialize. There are few fine copies 
amongst English dealers, and I think a 
few years will find a marked appreciation 
in values.

Natal. Undervalued at present; not 
easy to get, either used or unused, and in 
good, steady demand.

New South Wales, New Zealand, Queens
land, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, 
and Western Australia. In my opinion 
these countries are still the soundest

stamps o f all the world in which to invest. 
They are the best sellers of all the stamps 
I handle, and there are markets for them 
not only here and in America, but in 
France, Germany, Australia, and South 
America, the reason being that no stocks 
of the old issues can be found outside 
Great Britain.

Straits Settlements and .Native States 
are rarer than people think ; much still 
to be learnt about them, and a nice group 
for an advanced specialist.

Trinidad and Turks Islands are sound 
countries, both used and unused, if se
lected copies are taken.

Transvaal. There are few—if any— 
countries in which the student can find 
more bargains than in this one ; only a 
few people take the trouble to master 
the different printings, but once they are 
learnt it is surprising the lots of really 
rare stamps that one can find at bargain 
prices. The forthcoming publication of 
the Philatelic Society’s book on Africa, 
Part III, will do much to increase our 
knowledge and the popularity of these 
stamps.

United States. Advancing in value and 
demand increasing. OurNew York Branch 
informs us that stocks in America of the 
old issues—especially unused and fine— 
are very poor, and a fine collection in 
good condition will always sell readily, 
and should show a good return on money 
invested.

In Class III, for collectors of con
siderable means, the question of a sound 
investment is perhaps not so important 
as that of taking up a country or a group 
in which they are really interested ; but all 
the same, it is this class that eventually 
makes the most money when they want 
to dispose of their collections. The 
reason, no doubt, is that wealthy col
lectors get the “  pick of the market,” 
and practically absorb the really fin e  and 
rare stamps, and it is this class of stamp 
that, if kept for a considerable time, 
shows a very large profit.
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The last few years have seen a great 
rise in value of all first-rate goods in 
prints, furniture, china, silver, etc., and 
in a smaller degree the same thing is 
applying to really rare stamps. The 
demand increases, the supply diminishes, 
through absorption by museums, etc., 
and prices of the very best stuff are bound 
to advance.

Investors of considerable means will be 
able to select the cream of the market, 
and while putting large sums in rare 
stamps, will be practically certain of large 
increases in value.

In conclusion, I want my readers to

bear in mind that my remarks are made 
on behalf of the investor in postage 
stamps, in contradistinction to the collec
tor, and taking this point of view, I have 
naturally found it necessary to advise 
those, who seek investments only in 
stamps, to abstain from many classes 
that our publishers find it necessary to 
keep in stock in order to supply the 
demands o f all their customers. For 
with the true collector the money he 
spends he devotes to his amusement, and 
he is not always thinking of the time 
when he can get it all back with compound 
interest.

CANCELLATIONS ON
HONG KONG POSTAGE STAMPS
By C. A. HOWES, S.B.

{C ontinued fro m  page  3 5 5 . )

far as I can determine, Hankow and 
Kiungchow never had an obliterator 

of the general Type IV. In 1879, however, 
the British Post Office Department gave 
serial numbers to the following agencies 
in Oriental Ports :—

Type Va, D 27 Amoy, China.
b, D 28 Kiungchow, China.
c, D 29 Hankow, China.
d, D 30 Hiogo (Kobe), Japan.

These numbers occur in obliterations
of Type la, and may be designated as 
general Type V. Amoy (D 27) is occa
sionally met with, but the other three 
seem to be very scarce. This would 
naturally be the case with Hiogo (D30), 
as the British post offices in Japan were 
closed in 1879.

This ends the list of obliterations that 
I have found on the Hong Kong stamps. 
It is perhaps well to summarize in tabular 
form, in order that others interested may 
be able to add their own findings, for this 
list is only of my own knowledge : —
I Blue and Black 1862-77
I a Black 1863 to King’s Head
lb > » 1882 ,, ,,
II >♦ 1880 ,, „  (?)
III 1 > 1890 ,, ,,
IVa t t 1863-1885
IV* 1 J 1863-1885
IVc i» 1863-1885
IV  e >» 1863

IV /  Black and Blue 1862-1885 
I Vo- ,, ,, 1863-1880
IV/* ,, ,, 1862 ( i 8 c. ) - i 863
V « Black 1863-1882

According to Mr. Mencarini, a circu
lar from the Hong Kong Postmaster- 
General, dated 7 September, 1885, called 
in all these obliterations and ordered that 
only the dated postmarks should be used 
for cancelling the stamps. Though I 
have not been able to get many early 
Hong Kong covers for examination, the 
first type of postmark that I find is a 
circular one lettered h o n g  k o n g  above 
and p a i d  a l l  below.
This is struck in red 
ink on a letter coming 
from the colony, and 
may be noted as Type
V I. A curious feature 
about this type is, that 
I have a number of 
copies of later date used 
to cancel stamps, but invariably it is 
on the 12 cent stamp. In fact, I have 
seen at least three cancelled copies of the 
12 cents on ten dollars which bore this 
postmark. Used to cancel stamps it 
appears in black; but it would seem as 
if there were some connexion between 
this use and the 12  cent value. Can 
any one explain ?

What we may call general Type VII is 
the ordinary type for both the colony and
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the agencies. It may be found on all the 
Queen’s Head stamps issued since 1882, 
and such values of the 1863 issue as were 
in use since that time. The following 
varieties are in my collection :—

Type VI Iff lettered hong- kong .
b „ SHAXGHAE.
c ,, SHANGHAI.
c i } | CANTON.
e ,, FOOCHOWFOO.

/ FOOCHOW.
g  >> SWATOW.
h  ,, AMOY.
i  ,, NINGPO.
j HANKOW.
k HOIHOW.

Type V I14 seems to be the earlier
of spelling Shanghai and Type V ile  
the earlier form of the Foochow post
mark— Foochow being a “  F o o ” or pre- 
fectural city. The other names explain 
themselves except H oihow; this is the 
actual port of the larger city and Treaty 
Port of Kiungchow on the island of

T ype VIII.

Hainan. Of the Treat}' Ports the post
marks of Shanghai, Canton, Amoy, and 
Foochow seem to be quite common, in 
the order named ; Swatow is harder to 
find, but Hankow, Hoihow, and Ningpo 
seem to be very scarce. One other variety 
of postmark, Type V III, occurs with this 
series, the distinguishing feature being 
that the name is in a straight line across 
the circle. I have found but three in this 
type, Canton and Amoy being alike with 
date beneath the name and a letter above 
it, but Swatow having the name directly 
across the centre, the month and day 
being above and the year below it.

Type V II Iff lettered can to n .
b ,, AMOY.
C  ,, SWATOW.

The letter spoken of will be found on 
almost all the postmarks and is, I be
lieve, used to designate the particular 
mail then being stamped. With Hong 
Kong Type VI I have seen them from A  
to C ; Type V lld  to C ; Type V ile  to F ;

Type V II£  to C ; but for the others only 
A, except that Types V I \d and V 11 -̂ come 
also with a star in place of the letter.

About Ju ly, 1901 (the day is illegible in 
my earliest copy), the Hong Kong post
mark was changed to Type IX , on which 
for the first time we have the name of the 
capital city—Victoria. There is one varia
tion in this, a registered postmark with 
r e g i s t e r e d  above and g . p . o . h o n g - k o n g  

below. We have then :—
Type IX  lettered v i c t o r i a — h o n g - k o n g .

,, IXff ,, R E G I S T E R E D —

G . P . O .  H O N G - K O N G .

One other type has just come into use 
in Shanghai, but whether all the other 
agencies are eventually to receive the same 
does not appear at this writing. Type X

is a larger circle than the old postmark, 
which it otherwise resembles, but it has 
the letters “ b . p .o. ”  added at the bottom 
for “  British Post Office.”  The earliest 
date I have seen was in December, 1904.

There is but one agency left, I believe, 
which unfortunately I cannot treat of, as I 
have not found its cancellation. This is 
on Liu Kung Island in the bay of Wei-hai- 
wei. This territory was leased in 1898, 
and a part of the island purchased in 1900 
by the British Government, so that the 
agency was doubtless opened at about 
that time.

It is to be noted that all the dated post
marks are invariably in black ink when 
used as cancellations, but that the oblitera
tions were used first with a dark blue ink, 
later changing to black.

Hong KongstampsbearingtheCustoms 
or Imperial Post Offce cancellation of 
Treaty Ports, as well as postmarks of 
Macao, Singapore, Bangkok, Honolulu, 
San Francisco, and several Japanese 
ports, are of course those used on “ ship 
letters,”  or which failed to be cancelled 
at Hong Kong on outgoing mail. They 
have no special significance.
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INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC 
EXHIBITION: LONDON, 1906
A T the invitation of the Executive 

Committee the following gentlemen 
have consented to act as judges at the 
forthcoming Exhibition: Messrs. Bacon, 
Beckton, Castle, Major Evans, Lieutenant 
Napier, r . n . ,  Dr. Diena, Dr. Kloss, 
Baron A. de Reuterskiold.

The Committee expect shortly to be 
able to announce the names of two other 
judges representing France and the United 
States of America.

Various questions having been raised 
as to the exact meaning of certain rules 
and regulations contained in the Pro
spectus, the Committee have directed 
their attention to the matter, and beg to 
offer the following observations for the 
guidance of intending exhibitors : —

1. Those who have intimated a desire 
to enter the same exhibit in more than 
one class are referred to the note at the 
foot of the last page of the Prospectus. 
It is there clearly stated that no exhibit 
may be entered for more than one class 
or section, and it may be added that this 
rule applies to all classes, the Champion
ship included.

2. The cards which the Committee are 
prepared to supply to applicants will be 
charged for at the rate of is. per dozen, 
postage extra.

3. The general collections referred to 
in Class V II must be contained in albums 
that provide printed descriptions for each 
stamp, the method whereby the pages 
are bound together being immaterial. 
Supplements issued in connexion with 
printed albums, if shown with the albums, 
must appear in Class V II, even although 
printed spaces for each stamp may not 
be provided in such supplements.

4. General collections referred to in 
Class V III must be contained in blank 
albums that have not been published with 
descriptions for stamps. It is immaterial, 
however, whether the albums have a 
heading on each page with the name 
of a country or not.

5. The Committee have decided that the 
word “ country” is to include the word 
“ colony.”  Exhibits, therefore, in Classes 
V II  and V III  must consist of not less than 
twenty-five countries and (or) colonies.

6. A question has arisen as to the 
meaning of the words “ without limit as 
to number.” contained in Section i of 
Classes V II and V III. The Committee 
rule these words to mean “ without limita
tion provided the number exceed 10,000.” 
Therefore exhibits exceeding 10,000 must 
be entered in Section 1, and exhibits of 
less than 5000 stamps must be included 
in Section 3.

7. To prevent misapprehension, atten
tion is specially called to the note in the 
Prospectus which provides that special 
collections in Classes I to VI must be 
shown in separate exhibits. Thus, an 
exhibitor, showing more than one of the 
countries named in any particular section, 
must enter as many exhibits as he shows 
countries, except in the case of countries 
specifically named as being grouped to
gether. For example, in Class II, Section 
2, where Italy and States and Germany 
and States, and in Class IV , Section 3, 
where Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
are bracketed together; and in Class III, 
Section 1, where Oil Rivers, Niger Coast, 
Northern and Southern Nigeria are placed 
together, etc. etc. Exhibits for the Cham
pionship Class must conform to the group
ing as set out in the various sections of 
Classes I to V I. Collectors are requested 
to enter specialized countries in Classes 
I to V I, and not to group them together 
for entry in Class V III.

The Executive Committee have much 
pleasure in notifying that the Philatelic 
Society of Sweden (Sveriges Filatelist- 
Forening) are giving their cordial support 
to the Exhibition, and that Consul Sixten 
Keyser, and Mr. Hilmer Djurling, the Pre
sident and the Secretary of that Society, 
have joined the General Committee.

The Executive Committee propose to 
invite other philatelists to join the General 
Committee, and the names of those who 
accept their invitation will be published 
at a later date.

By order of the Committee, 
(Signed)

H . R . O l d f i e l d , Hon. Sec.
L .  L .  R. H a u s b u r g , Asst. Hon. Sec.

17 N o v e m b e r , 1905.
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NEW  ISSUES
The E d ito r  w il l  be g r a t e fu l  to  h ie  r e a d e r s  i f  th ey  w ill  h elp  h im  w ith  th e  e a r lie s t  p o s s ib le  in fo rm a tio n  co n cern in g  

n ew  iss u e s . N ew s f r o m  t h e  C olonies in  p a rt ic u la r  w ill  be m uch  a p p r e c ia te d . When p o ss ib le , a  sp ecim en  sh o u ld  
a cco m p a n y  th e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  sh ou ld  b e  a d d re s s e d  to

EDW ARD J .  N ANKiVELL, C arnanton , Cam den P a rk , Tun bridge W ells.

AngTa.—The 75 c. has been changed in colour 
from rose to brown on yellow paper.

„ j
Colour changed.

7 5  c., brown, name and value carmine, on yellow paper.

Great Britain.—I j e v a n t .—A 2 piastres on 5d., 
King's Head, has been added to the recently issued 
•series, but the surcharge is  2 p ia s t r e s  without the 
overprint LEVANT.

Surcharged on K in g s  Head issue.
“ a piastres" on sd., lilac and blue.

Grenada.—According to E - w e n s  W e e k ly , “ the 
honour of first illustrating the new pictorial issue of 
this colony belongs, curiously, to a Spanish publica
tion, the M a d r i d  F i l a t e l i c o . The new Flagship design 
is small, recalling to some extent the 4^d. Malta. 
This issue is, therefore, in no way connected with 
either the 2|d. pictorial postage stamps issued in 
1898 or the exceedingly handsome revenue stamps 
recently issued."

Italy.—E r i t r e a .—The 20 c. has been altered to
15 c.

Provisional.
15 c. on 20 c., orange.

St. Kitts and Nevis. — Our publishers send us 
the id. stamp on multiple CA paper. This makes 
the third value on the new paper.

tt'tnk. Multifile C A . Per/.
Id., green, centre mauve.
2d., brown ,,

2 |d., ultramarine, centre grey-black.

T asm ania.—The 2d. value has been received on 
the Crown A watermark paper.

l i ’ntk. Crown A . Per/.
rd ., rose»red .
2d ., v io le t .
3d ., d e e p  brow n .

THE IMPERIAL ALBUM.
Tenth Edition. Size of pages, 8f x i i |  inches. The present edition is arranged in th re e  volumes. Two 

causes have acted to bring about this result. First, the ever-increasing number of new issues, for which ac
commodation must be provided; and secondly, the demand by collectors that space shall be found for varieties 
of perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform as closely as possible to the lists given in the Publishers' 
Catalogue. Vol. I. The Stamps of the British Empire; post-free, tos. 9d. Vol. II. The Stamps of Europe, 
and the Colonies and Possessions of European States; post-free, 12$. 9d. Vol. III. Foreign Countries, except 
Europe and Possessions; post-free, 10s. 9d.

THE BEST STAM P HINGES*
We have just prepared a new stamp hinge, of convenient size, put up in a i r - t i g h t  t i n  b o x e s, each containing 

1000 hinges of good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable. Post-free, 7d. per box.
S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  39 1 , S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

CHAPTER XXVI (c o n t in u e d )
W h e r e i n  W i l l i a m  a n d  B e t t y , a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  w i n n i n g  

p o s t , n e a r l y  r u n  a  “ d e a d - h e a t ”

W ILLIAM advanced towards the unknown just 
as he was disappearing: into the mysterious 
passage.

44 I beg your pardon,” said he. “ The governor of 
the prison, I believe?*’

44 Yes, sir, at your service.”
“ Well, Mr.---- ? ”
44 Halifax,” returned the governor.
44 Mr. Halifax—but first let us introduce ourselves. 

Miss Betty Scott—William Keniss.”
44 Oh, 1 know! I know your names. You must be 

the famous stamp collectors about whom we hear so 
much.”

44 Just so, and it is on the subject of a stamp that 
we wished to speak to you.”

44A stamp!” cried Mr. Halifax, in great astonish
ment, wondering if perchance they could be trying 
to hoax him. 41 About a stamp? Pray explain.” 

“ You have among your prisoners,” continued 
William, “ one who was arrested yesterday on land
ing from the N o r m a n d i e  on account of a little public 
manifestation caused by us, who have been shame
fully robbed by him on more than one occasion.”

44 Yes, yes, I know of whom you speak. That in
genious rascal who passed himself off as a high digni
tary of Honduras—Admiral Campanas y Banastero.”

“  That is the name he took during his last passage 
from Havre to New York, but as a matter of fact he 
changes his name almost as often as his shirt, and has 
appeared to us—for we have had the ill-fortune of 
meeting with him several times—now as Sir Oscar 
Tilbury, then as Commander Luigi Spartivento, and 
again as Count Orsikoff.”

“ Clearly none of these names belong to him,” said 
Mr. Halifax, 44and from the inquiry I had begun 
yesterday evening immediately after his arrest it 
seems pretty certain he belongs to a gang of cosmo
politan thieves for whom we have been looking a 
long time, and who, as everything tends to show, 
have their working and social centre here in New 
York. Our High Admiral must certainly be one of 
the most distinguished members of this interesting 
association, possibly even the president. In any case 
we must hold him fast, and, no doubt, through him 
we shall get to know all his accomplices. But I 
suppose you have come to lodge your complaint 
against him, so will you kindly follow me to my 
study ? ”

Whereupon Mr. Halifax conducted the two young 
people to his office, leading them through a perfect 
labyrinth of long, dark passages, from the pavement 
of which their steps aroused lugubrious echoes.

44 We came to see you, not so much for the purpose 
of lodging a complaint against our thief and making 
a deposition, which will not be greatly in his favour, 
as to try to regain possession of a very rare stamp in 
which Miss Scott and I have equal rights,” said 
William. 44 This pickpocket of ours took possession 
of the stamp a few days ago, during a reception at 
Prince Albrandi’s palace at Naples, to which we all— 
or, at any rate, we two—had been invited. No doubt 
this man of so few scruples still has the precious little 
scrap of paper about him, and as it belongs to us we 
have come to reclaim it.”

“ But, pardon me,” interrupted Mr. Halifax, “ to 
whom does this stamp belong? To you or to Miss 
Scott ? ”

“ To both of u s !” returned William Keniss and 
Betty Scott in the same breath, as each produced the 
receipt for a hundred thousand francs, drawn up by 
Prince Albrandi, in which he recognised the right of 
each of the young people to claim the Brahmapootra 
stamp on the day when it should be found again.

“ To both of you?” said the governor. “ But I 
don’t understand. How can the same thing belong 
at the same time to two different people?”

44 It is a fact, however, in the case of the Brahma
pootra stamp,” said William laughingly. “ And in 
addition to that, you see, it has already found a third 
proprietor in the person of the High Admiral, Cam
panas y Banastero.”

44 But that does not explain how it comes about 
that-----”

44 That we both claim possession of the same object ? 
It is a very simple matter though.”

And William Keniss explained the nature of the 
transaction between Prince Albrandi on the one hand, 
and Miss Betty Scott and himself on the other.

44 Very ingenious! ” cried Mr. Halifax. 44 But you 
place me in a most embarrassing position, for how 
am I to know to which of you to restore the stamp? 
Unless we carry out Solomon's idea-----”

44 Oh no, no! ” cried the rival philatelists with 
touching unanimity.

“ Well, then?”
44 Well, Miss Scott and I had better adhere to our 

original intention and toss for it.”
And taking a dollar from his pocket and turning to 

the little American, he cried—
44 Heads or tails. Miss Betty?”
44 Heads!” said the girl.
William shook the little piece of gold in his hands 

for a few seconds, and then tossed it up to the ceiling, 
which it struck and fell sharply to the floor. The 
two opponents dashed after it as it rolled into a 
corner of the room.

44 Heads! Heads! I have won ! ” cried Miss Betty 
joyfully.

“ T rue!” said William, forcing a smile, though 
vexed enough at heart at this stroke of fate. And 
taking from the pocket to which he had restored it 
Prince Albrandi's agreement bearing his name, he 
unhesitatingly and with something of an air tore it 
to pieces before the smiling eyes of his pretty rival.

44 It is done,” said he. “  The Brahmapootra stamp 
has now but one owner.”

In the meantime Mr. Halifax had rung for one of 
the warders, and given the order for number twenty- 
three to be brought from his cell. This was now the 
title by which, for want of a more legal cognomen, 
the noble and distinguished Sir Oscar Tilbury, 
Commander Spartivento, Count Orsikoff, and High 
Admiral Campanas y Banastero was known. He 
entered the office of Mr. Halifax between two gaolers. 
He had lost most of the assurance of former days, and 
hung his head sheepishly. As soon as he recognised 
William Keniss and Betty Scott, partly from shame 
at being seen in such a miserable condition after all 
his splendour, and still more from fear that his 
victims had spoken out and given a detailed list of all 
his doings, he turned very pale and sank like a log 
into one of the chairs placed near the table.
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“ You see, my friend, you are caught," said the 

governor, “ and it*s no use putting on airs, or trying 
to escape justice. We know, if not who you are, at 
least what you are worth. What is your name?**

The thief hesitated before replying. What name 
should he give? It was evidently not the moment 
for clothing himself in some fresh high-sounding title. 
So, after a few seconds of reflection, he decided on 
giving his name, which he iet fall from his lips in a 
piteous, stifled voice.

“ James Mamby!”
“ Is that your real name?** demanded Mr. Halifax. 
“ Yes, sir, it is.”
“ Then stand up, James Mamby, and deliver up 

the Brahmapootra stamp which, it appears, you stole 
from Prince Albrandi at Naples, and which you have, 
no doubt, hidden in the lining of your clothes, since 
it was not found on you when you were searched 
yesterday evening. Come along! Give me the 
stamp! **

“  I haven’t got it now,” muttered the thief.
William Keniss and Betty Scott stared stupidly at 

each other. Had the stamp escaped them again, at 
the very moment when they felt so certain of securing
it?

“  If you haven't it still, will you have the kindness 
to tell us where it is?” continued Mr. Halifax.

The prisoner was silent.
“  Do you mean to answer me?" said the governor. 

“ Consider, my friend, confession lessens a fault, and 
we shall be more indulgent to you if you do not 
persist in an obstinate silence, which can do you no 
good at all.”

This little speech decided the ex-High Admiral.
“  I disposed of the stamp as soon as it came into 

my possession," he said.
“ Did you sell it? ” demanded Mr. Halifax.
“ No, but not wishing to keep it about me, on 

account of its great value, I sent it out of Europe to 
one of my friends the very day after I took it from 
Prince Albrandi."

“ To one of your friends? One of your accom
plice?, you mean."

The rogue shook his head.
“  No, one of my friends," said he.
“ It is no use denying it any longer," said Mr. 

Halifax. “ I know everything."
“  Everything!”
“  You belong to an American gang of thieves whose 

speciality it is to rob passengers on the main lines of 
trains and steamers. You were returning from one 
of your tours in Europe when you were arrested. Is 
not this a fact, James Mamby?"

“  It is.”
“  You see I am well informed. But if you don’t 

wish us to be too hard on you, you must give up the 
names and addresses of your accomplices.'*

“  Never 1 ” cried the thief heroically.
“ As you will. Your silence will cost you half a 

dozen years longer in prison.”
“ Haifa dozen years longer!” murmured the poor 

wretch, trembling in every joint. “  T shall be im
prisoned, as I have been since yesterday, for half a 
dozen years longer if I do not speak?” 

“ Undoubtedly!”
“ Then I prefer to speak. The head of the gang, 

who is also the receiver of our stolen goods, is called 
Thomas Simpson, and he lives at No. 45, Jefferson 
Street.”

“ Very good,” said Mr. Halifax. And, turning to 
the two warders, he continued, “  Conduct the prisoner 
back to his cell.”

The two gaolers took the aristocratic pickpocket by 
the shoulders and hustled him out of the room without 
the slightest regard for his former nobility.

“  Now you know as much as I do,” said the governor 
to our two friends. “ I am about to send three or

four of my picked men to try and arrest Master 
Thomas Simpson. Do you care to go with them ? 
You may possibly be in time to catch him, and to 
take possession of your famous Brahmapootra stamp.”

“  Yes, yes! ” cried Miss Betty and William together. 
“ We should most decidedly wish to accompany 
them.”

So Mr. Halifax wrote the name, Thomas Simpson, 
on one of the numerous warrants he had by him, 
ready signed by a police magistrate, and gave it to 
one of his cleverest detectives, whom he had sum
moned for the purpose, saying—

“  Here is a chance for you to distinguish yourself, 
and if you succeed there will be an ample reward. 
This lady and gentleman will go with you."

“  Very good, sir.”
“ Goat once."
A few minutes later William and Betty started in a 

carriage for Jefferson Street, in company with four 
detectives, two on the front seat and two on the box. 
The carriage stopped at the address given by the 
thief.

“ Mr. Thomas Simpson?” inquired one of the 
detectives of a tradesman, who was taking a little 
fresh air in front of his shop, which occupied the 
ground-Hoor of the establishment.

“  Mr. Simpson? He cleared off this very morning, 
taking a pile of luggage with him. The landlord is 
in a furious state, for he has gone without paying his 
rent, and has not left a single thing behind.”

“ Nothing whatever?"
“  Absolutely nothing but the four walls."
“ And he has left no word of his future address! ’*
“  None.”
The detective turned to William Keniss and his 

companion.
“ We are done!” said he. The accomplices of 

Admiral Campanas y Banastero were, no doubt, wait
ing for him at the landing-stage; and, having re
ceived information as to the disguise he would assume 
on crossing from Havre to New York, they would 
have no difficulty in recognising him at the moment 
of his arrest. Hence their haste to make themselves 
scarce.”

$0 William Keniss and Betty Scott took leave of 
the detectives, and, recognising that at the last 
moment all hope of regaining the stamp had vanished 
for ever, they returned in a melancholy mood to their 
respective homes, after arranging to meet again at 
the grand dinner of the Philatelic Society which was 
to be given that very evening—in spite of the fruitless 
results of so long a journey—to celebrate their return, 
and render homage to their perseverance and the way 
in which they had carried through the Old World the 
glorious Hag of Philately.

(To 6c continued.)
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Am erican Notes and News

198 B r o a d w a y , N e w  Y o r k .
U.S. Shades

I mentioned in my last notes that the latest printings 
of the United States stamps, “ series of 19 0 2” , showed 
considerable shade contrast with the early prints. I find 
that the latest shades in the 4 c., 8 c., and 10 c. values 
are very marked. The 4 c. is now a deep rich brown, 
the 8 c. might be called much bluer in its steel tints, 
and the to c. has degenerated in a washy yellow- 
brown. As this issue is now reported overprinted in 
all values for the Philippines, it will be interesting to 
see just what shades come with the surcharge.
Politics and Philately

New York collectors and dealers are anxiously 
awaiting returns from the polls next Tuesday, Election 
Day, because we all hope to see Philately gravely 
seated in the State Senate of New Jersey. Mr. Ernest 
Ackerman, well known as an enthusiastic collector of 
many years’ standing, is the Republican candidate for 
Senator from Union County, State of New Jersey, 
and the papers generally seem to concede his certain 
election. Go on, Mr. Ackerman, up into the Senate 
of the United States, and then give us a Parcel Post 
system and do away with the monopoly* of the Express 
Companies, who charge 2$. 6d. to send a stock book 
a few hundred miles, and want the price of a house 
and lot to take anything to San Francisco.
Chicago Philatelically Nowhere

I have just received a letter from Mr. Massoth in 
Chicago. In brief, he says that our albums and 
publications are the “ finest ever," and that he is going 
to make some tall sales this winter. Chicago has 
collectors, no doubt, but it is curious that a town with 
over two millions of people should be, philatelically, 
so very dead. Of course, we know of perhaps twenty- 
five collectors there, but, with one notable exception, 
no really fine collection of rarities is known to us. 
Evidently friend Massoth is after them, and when h e  
gets on the warpath look out!!
King’s Head Single CA's

There is something wrong with the 2 piastres 
Cyprus King’s Head, single CA; at least we New 
Yorkers suspect a nigger in the woodpile. I’ll wager 
not half a dozen copies can be found for sale at any 
price here, and I have heard of its changing hands at 
about 4s. There are some other King's Heads that 
need a lot of finding, and I would like to name a few 
of them here, but as I “ 'ave ’opes’’ 1 will refrain from 
giving an itemized list just now; but, in the strictest 
confidence, I can mention that a dozen South Niger 
;£t, single C A, would be most acceptable at a reason
able price* Don’t break your necks getting the mail 
off to me, please don't!

A Small Boy's Find *
Stamps, truly, turn up in queer places. A small 

boy recently brought in a quarter of a sheet of the 
id., red, Great Britain, imperf., on blue paper, stating 
that he had found them in an old ledger in his father s 
office. I never found anything worth having, although 
I did once turn up a 1 c. 1851, but, as it had a hole in 
it, it was not much good. As a means of ventilation 
that hole was superb, but as an addition to its philatelic 
value I think (no, I did not say “ guess") not.

Buffalo Shades
Every once in a while “ Papa" Scott gets on the 

warpath and digs up something that he hid away the 
day that he and Noah anchore<) the boat and stepped 
out. This time he has produced some of the 8 c. 
Buffalo issue whose chief merit consists in the frame 
being a distinct red-violet instead of the usual brown
ish-violet shade. The contrast is sharp and satisfactory 
enough for any specialist in these stamps.

Philatelists Nobbling the Press
A most excellent association, just formed under the 

name of the National Stamp Committee, has under
taken to supply to the secular Press of the United 
States well-written articles of interest concerning 
Postage Stamps, and wc have all set our hands and 
seals, etc., to the scheme. The gentleman who will 
push the practical end is Mr. Stillman, of Washington,
D.C., who is an experienced newspaper man and a 
collector. Mr. Stillman is going to get a number of 
newsy little things into our daily Press, and this sort 
of thing helps Philately far more than the ordinary 
person would suppose. When I disposed of the 
famous Sydney View block of four unused, to a col
lector here, I managed to report it in the N e w  Y o r k  
5*4* and the H e r a l d .  The description of a id. stamp, 
View of Sydney, worth several hundred dollars apiece, 
brought to us a number of Sydney views for sale 
from the readers of the article. This sounds well, 
doesn’t it? But I might mention the fact that they 
were all printed in violet and issued in 1888. Down, 
little fiutterer, down !

Buy 1 Buy 1 Buy 1
I would like to call the attention of American col

lectors to the fact that our stock books are now all 
finished, and in very fine shape to submit to serious 
buyers. We can show an unused selection of British 
Colonials mounted in our Imperial Album, a used 
selection ditto, and any of our seventy-six stock books 
enable a specialist to examine a wide range of shades 
and perforations, and are arranged and priced in 
accordance with our 1905 Catalogue, now in force. 
Prices are based on stock, not imagination.

E . B . P o w e r .

TH E C EN T U R Y  ALBU M .
Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and illustrated with several thousand full-sized reproductions of the 

stamps. In one volume, 622 pages. Size of each page, io x  13 inches. Printed on one side of the paper only, 
catalogue and illustrations on the left, and spaces to correspond on the right-hand pages. All minor varietit s 
of perforation, watermark, and type ate omitted, and only such varieties are included as can be distinguished 
by the young philatelist. Space has been provided for some 18,000 stamps, and provision made for new issues 
by the insertion of numerous blank pages. Post-free, 13s. 4d.

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  3 9 1 ,  S t r a n d ,  L o o d o n , W .C .
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Birmingham Philatelic Society

President: S ir  W. 8. Avery.
Se cre ta ry G . Johnson, 8. A., 308 Birchfield Road, Birmingham.

O c t o b e r  19th, 1905.—Paper, “ Notes on Odd Varie
ties,'’ Mr. G. Johnson.

Messrs. F. \V. Meredith, L. A. Kurd, and H. Davis 
were unanimously elected members.

Messrs. C. A. Stephenson, B. B. A. Bittencourt, 
P. T. Deakin, and F. T. Collier were thanked for 
donations to the Permanent Collection.

Mr. G. Johnson then gave his paper on the follow
ing “ odd" varieties, several of which were specially 
included for the sake of beginners:—

British South Africa. Variations in size of the 
design of the current issue, coinciding with change 
of shade.

British Somaliland. Two chief settings.
Ceylon. 1886, 5 c., Types A  and B .
Gibraltar, 1889 (July), shape of the two varieties of 

“ 5 ” and their position on the sheet.
India. 8 a., Dies 1 and 2, and two types of 

0.1I.M .S.
New Zealand. Ad., watermarked Star or N Z, 1873-5, 

the 1882-97 (Gibbons No. 183) issue with watermark 
irregularly placed being occasionally offered to the 
unwary as the rarer issue.

Queensland. Various Star watermarks.
South Australia. Various Star watermarks.
Victoria. 1850, 3d. various types; 1873, id. on 

yellow and drab, 2d. on green and buff.
Colombia. 1865, large and small 50 c.
Costa Rica. Surcharges of i88t-2, and bogus. 
German Levant. 1903, serif to top of “ A".
Bavaria. 6 kr., brown, 1849 and 1850.
France. Postage Due, lithographed and typo- 

graphed ; also 1849 issue compared with same type 
Colonials.

Greece. Paris prints compared with early Athens. 
Hayti* 1881 and 1886 shaded face compared. 
Iceland. I^rge and small “ 3."
Liberia. Extra lines of 1864, 1867, 1880.
November 2nd, 1905.—Paper, “ Turkey, 1869-76,*' 

Mr. P. T. Deakin.
Mr. P. J. W. Deverell, Dr. H. Brice, and Dr. C. 

Marsen were unanimously elected members.
Messrs. C. McNaughian, H. L. Hayman, J . N. 

Marsden. Dr. H. le Cronier, G. Zarmikiau, T. B. 
Widdowson, and J. Bramah were thanked for dona
tions to the Permanent Collection; and Mr. D. Kottery 
for Kohl’s Catalogue.

Mr. P. T. Deakin then gave a continuation of his 
paper on Turkey, comprising the issues of 1869-76. 
By means of enlargements of the various inscriptions 
and the minor varieties of them, many of which are 
not catalogued, he cleared up the difficulties of these 
somewhat puzzling issues, and fully earned the cordial 
vole of thanks which was accorded him.

The auction at the Acorn Hotel will take place on 
7 I)eceml>er.
Herts Philatelic Society

President:  F . Relchenheim, E s q .
Secretary: H. A. Slade, Esq ., "  Nine-Fields,” St. Albans. 
Vestings : 4, Southampton Row, W.C., Third Tuesdays. 
Subscription : Si. annually•

In addition to the .monthly meetings held at head
quarters, 4 Southampton Row, London, W.C., an 
ordinary exchange pa:ket is made up and circulated 
on the 20th of each month under the auspices of the 
Society. The packet contains about forty sheets, 
with an average value of ^700 gross, and all members 
arc eligible to see or contribute on application with
out extra charge.

An advanced packet is made up on the 1st of each 
month, to which members are -admitted after their 
names have been parsed by the Committee. The 
principles on which this packet is worked arc: 
(1) net prices; (2) no stamp to be marked at less 
than is. ; (3) not more than fifteen members to see 
each packet; (4) not more than fifteen sheets to be 
included in each packet; (5) packets to be returned 
from circulation within thirty-one days; (6) balances 
to be adjusted in three days.

For full information, and for copy of the last annual 
report of the Society, application should be made to 
the Hon. Sec., H. A. Slade, Nine Fields, St. Albans.

Leeds Philatelic Society
President: E. Egly, Arncliffe Road, West Park, Leeds.
Secretary Charles W. Harding, I3 S  Belle Vue Road, Leeds.
Meetings : Leeds Institute, Coohridge Street, Leeds.
Annual Subscription : 5 s .; Entrance Fee, 2s. 6d.

THERE was a large attendance of members at the last 
meeting of this Society, held at the Leeds Institute on 
7 November, 1905, the occasion being a display of 
British North American stamps, always popular with 
the philatelist, embracing as they do the obsolete 
issues of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 
Island, and British Columbia and Vancouver Island, 
as well as the stamps of Canada and Newfoundland, 
which still continue to be stamp-issuing countries.

Some excellent collections were shown by the 
members, and the President (Mr. Egly) gave a few 
interesting notes on British Columbia and Vancouver 
Island, and also touched upon Newfoundland, Nova 
Scotia, and New Brunswick, his remarks being illus
trated chiefly by his own collection. The Canadian 
section was then taken up Mr. J. H. Thackrnh, whose 
fine collection, supported by those of Messrs. Wade, 
Dufficld, and others, more than amply served to 
illustrate his observations on the various issues, which 
included those on laid, thick, thin, pelurc, and wove 
papers, with their variety of shades, down to date.

The stamps of British North America are generally 
of such beautifully artistic design and execution as 
to command the admiration of not only the collector, 
but of even the layman. The first issues of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia in 1851, followed by 
Newfoundland in 1857, depict in a pleasing and highly 
artistic manner the rose, the shamrock, and the 
thistle, surrounding a crown enclosed in an octagon 
on white ground in the centre; and the same emblems 
with a crown over an ornamental V, the whole being 
enclosed in an oval, are to be seen on the second 
issue of British Columbia in 1865. The first issue of 
i86t, and also that of Vancouver Island in 1865, show 
in profile the head of Queen Victoria.

All the countries named, with the exception of 
Newfoundland, ceased to issue stamps for postal use 
when they were merged in the Dominion of Canada, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick in 1867, and Van
couver Island and British Columbia (both of which 
formed distinct governments) in 1871. Prince Edward 
Island was later, in 1873, admitted as a province of 
the Dominion.

The earlier postal issues of Canada and Newfound
land include some of the r a r e r  a v e s  of Philately, 
and the is. Nova Scotia and is. New Brunswick are 
extremely rare in an unused state, but the greatest 
rarity of all is the t2d., black, Canada of 1851.

Several novelties were shown by the members, Mr. 
Morten's id., black, and id., red, imperforate, of Great 
Britain, showing trials for ink and obliteration made 
in August, 1840, the corners being waxed out on plate 
for the purpose, deserving mention; and Mr. Law was 
thanked for his contribution of two British Bechuana-



GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY
land stamps with forged overprints (one inverted) to 
the Society's Forgery Book.

Mr. M. Knight, of Leeds, was elected a member of 
the Society, and one new member was proposed for 
election at the next meeting.

Liverpool Philatelic Society
President: Herbert Woods.
Secretary W. Halfpenny, 28 Dacey Street, Liverpool.
Meetings : Angel Hotel, Dale Street, Liverpool. 7 p.m.

T h e  usual fortnightly meeting of the above Society 
took place on Monday evening, 6 November, 1905, 
at the Angel Hotel, Dale Street, Liverpool. About 
forty members and friends were present in honour of 
Mr. W. Doming Beckton, President of the Manches
ter Philatelic Society, who very kindly came over to 
exhibit his superb collection of the stamps cf Rou- 
mania, and to deliver a short address on the same. 
Mr. Beckton's collection of these stamps is probably 
one of the finest in Europe, as it is practically com
plete with all the minor varieties, errors, double prints, 
and other differences, in many cases whole panes 
being shown. It was a wonderful show, especially 
of the earliest issues, many being of great rarity. 
The paper also proved of extreme interest, as the 
lecturer dealt very fully with the various exhibits, and 
spared no pains in pointing out the particular details 
connected with each issue. A very cordial vote of 
thanks was offered to Mr. Beckton for his great kind
ness, and hopes were expressed that it would not be 
long before he again conferred a similar pleasure on 
the Society. The whole evening will be remembered 
for a long time as one of the most successful ever held 
under the Society’s auspices.

Junior Philatelic Society
President; Fred J. Melville.
Secretary: H. F. Johnson, 4 Portland Place North, Clepham 

(toad, $. W.
Meetings: Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C.
Annual Subscription : 1e. 6d.

O n e  hundred and twenty members and four visitors 
were present at the meeting of the Junior Philatelic 
Society in Exeter Hall on Saturday, 18 November. 
From six o'clock a brisk bourse was in progress, and 
this was closed at eight for the formal meeting. The 
President, after the minutes had been duly read and 
confirmed, made various announcements. The forth
coming work on the stamps of the United States was 
rapidly approaching completion ; but as they did not 
wish to unduly hurry the production for fear of poor 
workmanship, there was still a trilling delay. The 
beautiful collotype plates, twelve in number, which 
were on view, testified to the excellence of the produc
tion the Society has now in hand at the low price of 
one shilling if ordered before published, and one 
shilling and sixpence after production.

Donations to the Library included O u r  C a t a lo g u e  
(U.S.A.), presented by Mr. L. Savournin, and sixty- 
eight miscellaneous magazines by Mr. Wm. Gilbert; 
to the Forgery Collection, various forgeries presented 
by Mr. Rowe. A report from the Hon. Curator of 
the Permanent Collection is appended at the end of 
this report.

The congratulations and good wishes of the Society 
having been conveyed to Mr. W. B. Avery on re
ceiving his baronetcy, the following reply was received 
and read:—

“ D e a r  S i r s ,—Please accept my best thanks for your 
kind letter conveying to me the congratulations and 
good wishes of the Officers, Committee, and 550 
members of the Junior Philatelic Society.

“  Please thank them one and all from me for their 
kind message.—I am, dear sirs, yours very truly,

“ W i l l i a m  B. A v e r y . ”
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The following new members were elected:

A. Jaray, P. A. Hillebrand, Edwin P. Seebohm, 
W. Leslie, E. J. Page, Thos. H. Walters, W. A. Ash- 
wood, Edward N. Bouvier, and H. L. Beiles.

Mr. A. H. L. Giles, K .N ., was then called upon by 
the President to read a paper on and give a display of 
the stamps of Colombia. The paper was elaborate 
and exhaustive, and the illustrations to it afforded by 
the choice display added greatly to a most enjoyable 
evening. Mr. Melville proposed and Mr. Feeney 
seconded a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Giles, which 
was carried with acclamation. In replying, Mr. Giles 
said that he little thought when he was in Colombia 
fourteen years ago, that he should be called upon to 
read a paper on the stamps of the country, or he might 
have been able to find something fresh about them. 
As it was he had to draw his information largely from 
the contributions of well-known philatelists to the 
various philatelic magazines.

A very pleasing display of the stamps of Gambia 
and Gold Coast followed. These had been kindly 
sent by Mr. E. Heginbottom, h.a., of Rochdale, who 
was accorded the thanks of the meeting with the 
enthusiasm with which the members invariably greet 
his fine displays.

Literature for sale by auction on 6 January, 1906, 
should be received as early before Christmas 
as possible. The address of the Auctioneer, Mr.
K. A. CJilbert Lodge, is 23 Spencer Road, Grove 
Park, W.

The next diplomas are to be awarded for Philatelic 
Literature, and notices concerning this contest will be 
issued shortly.

It was announced that the cast for the philatelic 
play entitled T h e  l ^ i d y  F o r g e r  is now completed, and 
rehearsals are in full swing. The performance will 
take place in the Bijou Theatre, Archer Street, W., 
on Saturday, 17 February, 1906.

Permanent Collection of Stamps—Curator’s Report
I H A V E  t o  record donations from Mr. II. M. Andrews, 
Mr. G. Gearing Hiatt, Mr. E. A. Leigh, and Mr. S. 
Fenton, and a further donation from Miss Cassells.

Steady progress has been made with the mounting 
of the stamps which have been donated to the Perma
nent Collection.

Since the last meeting, Belgium and Holland have 
been completed. 1 find there are many vacant spaces 
which I am sure our members will have no difficulty 
in filling. In the series of Belgium stamps with the 
tag at foot as to delivery on Sunday, we lack such 
common stamps as the 10 centimes, brown and rose, 
25 centimes, and 50 centimes, in anything approaching 
fine condition.

A start has been made with the British Colonies; 
but, generally speaking, we are so badly off for these 
that the display so far cannot be regarded as credit
able.

The portion of the collection already mounted may 
be seen to-night by any member so desiring.

R. H a l u d a y , Curator. 
K e n t  V il l a , D iam ond  R oad, S louch,

18 Serve tuber, 1^05.

Scottish Philatelic Society
President: John Walker.
Secretary; R. W. Findlater, 30 Buckingham Terrace, Edinburgh. 
Meetings : Edinburgh. Monthly : 8  p.m.
Annual Subscription;  Ord. 5 s.; Cor. 2s. 6d.

The November meeting of the above Society was held 
on Monday, 13 November, 1905, at 26 Frederick Street, 
Edinburgh, with a large attendance of members. 
Major H. C. French and Mr. Hugh B. McGill were 
unanimously elected members. The Secretary’s re
port of the Exchange Branch showed that the Scptcm
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bcr and October packets were still in circulation, the 
sales in both packets having1 exceeded the total sales 
of the corresponding months in last year, with still 
a third of the members on the postal list yet to see the 
packets. The November packet was sent out on the 
first of the month, and had good sales to date.

Mr. John MacGregor, w.s., gave an interesting 
paper and display of his fine specialized collection of

the stamps of Grenada, his collection being specially 
strong in the surcharged stamps of this interesting 
country.

The December meeting will be held at the same 
address, when Mr. R. Kerr will give a paper and 
display of the stamps of Great Britain.

Prospectuses will be sent to intending members on 
application.

THE STAMP MARKET
By AN ODD LOT
No Cataloguing Chalky Paper
Hip ! hip! hip! hooray! There is to be no cata
loguing of chalk-surfaced papers. Here is the fiat 
which is to go forth in the Supplement to Gibbons 
Catalogue, and which will be in the hands of my 
readers in a day or so :—

*' It appears that the patent fugitive colours of 
Messrs. I)c la Rue and Co. are not found to be quite 
a sufficient safeguard in the case of stamps used 
for both postal and fiscal purposes, or that so many 
different values are now used for both purposes that 
it is impossible to find a sufficient number of different 
fugitive colours to distinguish them. Consequently 
the ordinary paper, both for the stamps of Great 
Britain and for those of the Colonies, is to be super
seded by a c h a lk -s u r f a c e d  paper, from which it will 
be impossible to remove any form of obliteration 
without at the same time removing the impression of 
the stamp. The watermarks remain unchanged for 
the present.

“ Several values ol the current issue of Great Britain, 
as well as of many of the Colonies, have already ap
peared upon the new paper. The amount of chalk- 
surfacing is so very variable that in u s e d  copies it is 
sometimes impossible to detect it.

“ For the present we have decided n o t  to  l i s t  the 
varieties on the new paper, separately, in the Cata
logue (see M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l s  Sept., 1905)."

There can scarcely be a sane collector who will not 
welcome this decision, and congratulate the great 
Strand firm on its courage.
Sale of the Buckley Collection
M e s s r s . G l e n d i n i n g  a n d  Co., L i m i t e d , 7 Argyll 
Street, Regent Street, \Y\, announce that they have 
had placed in their hands for sale by auction two ex
ceptionally fine lots of stamps. The first consists of the 
collection of the late Mr. Henry Buckley, of Birming
ham. This collection consists only of British Colonials 
and of stamps of Norway. The whole lot to be sold 
without reserve. The stamps in this collection are in 
exceptionally fine condition; a large quantity of the 
Colonial stamps are in corner blocks, with the plate 
number attached, and some rare plates will be found 
in the mixed lots.
A Transvaal Gold Medal Collection 
A v e r y  l a r g e ,  important collection, that has been 
placed in the hands of Messrs. Glendining and Co., 
Limited, is the highly specialized collection of Trans
vaal of Mr. Alberto Philipp, of Hamburg. This 
collection gained a special Gold Medal at the Berlin 
Exhibition, and has been considerably added to since 
then, and is said to be one of the finest collections of 
Transvaals in the world. It contains magnificent 
picked specimens; an ongst them are some unique 
things, such as unused blocks of four with one stamp 
printed te te -6 e c h e % etc. etc. It istooearly for a detailed 
list of these stamps, and the sale cannot take place 
before January next, as the catalogue has to be pre
pared and circulated throughout America and the 
Continent, where there are many buyers of these 
stamps.

Sale of the Bevan Collection
M e s s r s . G i-f.n u i x i n g  a n d  C o ., on 14 and 15 
November, disposed of the collection of the Rev. S. 
Bevan, of Brighton. The collection contained some
where about 22.000 stamps, but was very disap
pointing in its poor condition and in the number 
of forgeries that were found in it. It appears that 
many of the stamps had been bought locally, and 
as far as Stanley Gibbons, Limited, could trace them, 
a large number of the forgeries were placed with 
local dealers by Monsieur Pinet, from Paris. While 
in Brighton, some little time since, a member of 
the firm took an opportunity of looking into this 
matter and was surprised to find a quantity of 
dangerous forgeries in the Brighton shops. Never
theless, the firm consider the Brighton dealers 
were quite unaware of the class of goods they were 
selling. They are honest and well-known men of 
good reputation, and the imitations were so good 
that they would undoubtedly deceive people who were 
not experts. Amongst the forgeries in this collection 
were the following:—

Forged surcharges on the 2, 3, and 5 rupee Indian, 
for Jhind, Patiala, etc., also all the stamps lettered 
JE E X D . In the rarer surcharges of Ceylon, such as 
5 on 24, green, 10 on 24, green, to on 36, etc., there 
were some dangerous imitations. In the Straits 
Settlements there were aKo dangerous forgeries. In 
Bcchuanaland the id., 2d., and is., surcharged on Cape 
stamps, with the error r i t i s h , a l l  forged. These 
have also been offered in other quarters. It is not 
necessary to mention other things noted, but it may 
be well to emphasize what has been said on many 
previous occasions, and that is that collectors, in their 
own interest, should buy from responsible dealers who 
have a thorough knowledge of their business. They 
may have to pay a little more for the stamps, but it is 
better in the long run to pay for expert knowledge, 
not only in postage stamps, but in every other kind of 
bric-a-brac.

Amongst the better prices realized at the sale the 
following may be noted

Great Britain, Board of Education, id. and 
£d., second type, mint . ,

Collection of Indian States . . . .
B.C.A.,^2, mint . . . . .

,, f  10, black and yellow, used . .
,, ^25. Prussian blue, imperf. and

used, but undoubtedly a fiscal stamp 
Mauritius, small fillet, strip of four, 2d., blue 

,, 2 c. and 38 c., surcharge inverted
Zululand, ^5, u s e d .................................
Newfoundland, imperf., strip of three, mint 
South Australia, 6d., Prussian blue, perf., 

roulette, unused . . . . .  
Victoria, 6d., original, beaded oval .

£  s. d .

4 7 6  
12  15  o
3 3 0
4 4 0

6 15 o 
9  5 0 
4 4 0  
4 7 6
4  *5 0

5  5  0
3 7 6

Most of the lots in this sale were large mixed lots, 
which fetched good prices, but which would convey 
no information if prices were quoted.
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EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—We regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I, all told. By 
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers’ price of tos.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 
J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion:—B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ; 
G. Genuine; G.K. Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

OUR PHILATELIC
D EC E M B E R , 1905
2. Junior Philatelic Society: Auction Sa le ; Paper and 

Display—Sarawak ; B. W. H. Poole. Display—King's 
Head and Recent Colonials; J .  E. Heginbottom, b .a .

4. Liverpool Philatelic Society: Paper — “ Saxony,”  by
C. N. 1 3 . Crowther. Display of Saxony and Ceylon.

7. Bristol and Clifton Philatelic Society : Barbados. 
Birmingham Philatelic Society: Paper—“ Notes on Odd

Varieties," by G. Johnson.
7&  8. Auction : VentOm, Bull, and Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 

Surrey Street, Strand, London. 5p.m.
8. Philatelic Society of London : Messrs. M. P Castle and

L. L. R. Hausburg. A Paper on the “ Retouches of 
New Zealand," with Display and Lantern Enlargements. 

Manchester Philatelic Society: Paper — “ Russia,”  by 
G. B. DuersL

8. Dundee and District Philatelic Society: Questions and 
Answers.

it. Scottish Philatelic Society (Edinburgh): Great Britain, 
R. Kerr.

ta & 13. Auction: Glendining and Co., 7, Argyll Street, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

Auction: Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

R. Reprint; W. Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding VoL I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of Vol. I of G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly  in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—We wish to make G ib b o n s  
S t a m p  W e e k ly  a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous" page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—We wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
cooperation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest pose

DIARY
13. International Philatelic Union: Display—India and 

Ceylon, with Notes by J .  E . Heginbottom, b .a .
14 &  15. Auction: Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 

London. 4.45 p.m.
15. Manchester Philatelic Society: Elementary Discussion—

Montserrat and Sl  Christopher, opened by J .  H. Abbott.

16. Junior Philatelic Society: Bourse; Paper—“  Hayti for
Beginners"; Fred. J .  Melville. Humorous Paper— 
“ On Nothing in Particular—Especially Stamps"; 
W. K I meson. Display—African Colonies I I I : Trans, 
vaal from 1878; Natal from 1859; and Orange River 
Colony.

18. Herts Philatelic Society: Display with Notes—Liberia,
H . L. Hayman, Liverpool. Discussion—Collecting as 
an Investment, opened by W. C. Taylor. Display- 
United States.

19. Leeds Philatelic Society: Paper by Mr. E . Egly—“ The
Universal Postal Union : Its History and Progress."

20. Enterprise Philatelic Society (London): Display—Rare
Stamps; F. W. Lake. Ten-minute Papers—Selected- 
General Sale and Exchange.

29. Dundee and District Philatelic Society : Display—Africa, 
Part II, with Notes; J .  E. Heginbottom, b. a .

A  F I N E  B I R T H D A Y  G I F T .

No. 68, 1500 varieties. Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1500 different Stamps form a 
splendid start for anyone. A large number of really rare and valuable stamps are contained in this collection : 
but it is impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed. j Q i  15s., post-free and registered.

S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  3 9 1 , S t r a n d ,  L o n d o n , W .C .

Printed by W. B ren  don & So n , Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo n s, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
2 December, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By EDW ARD J. N A N K IV ELL
Bavaria

D A V A R IA , or Bayern, Is a kingdom in pire. It is made up of two disconnected 
the southern part o f Germany. In parts, separated by the Baden and Hesse- 

size and population it stands second Darmstadt dominions. The eastern or 
amongst the States of the German Em- main portion adjoins Prussia on the
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north-west, and the western portion is the 
Palatinate, west of the Rhine, bordering 
on Alsace-Lorraine.

The government is a constitutional 
hereditary monarchy, with a king, an 
upper house, and a chamber of deputies. 
The population is mostly Roman Catholic.

In 1S06 Bavaria became a kingdom 
and joined the Confederation of the Rhine. 
It sided with Austria in the Austro- 
Prussian W ar of 1866, and was obliged 
to pay the penalty of its choice in the 
shape of an indemnity and the cession 
of territory to Prussia. It entered the 
German Empire in 1870.

It has an area of 29,375 square miles, 
and a population in 1900 of 6 ,175 ,153 . 
Its chief towns are Munich, the capital, 
with a population of 499,932 ; Nurem
berg, 26 1,0 22 ; Augsburg, 89,109; and 
Wurzburg, 75,497.
Its Philatelic History

Although Bavaria became a member of 
the German Empire in 1870, she retained 
certain independent privileges, amongst 
them being the sole control of her postal 
system. Hence Bavaria still issues her 
own separate stamps. She was the first 
of the German States to make use of 
adhesive postage stamps, and her postal 
issues are to-day amongst the most inter
esting and the cheapest of all the stamps 
of Europe. From 1849 till 1867 the 
design was that of a large central numeral 
of value ; then in 1867 the figure type 
was superseded by an arms type, which 
has been continued with but very slight 
modification down to the present time. 
The 1 kreuzer, black, of the first issue is 
catalogued at 15s ., but with this excep
tion used copies of nearly all the follow
ing stamps may be had for a few pence 
each.

1849-58. Six values. Design large 
central numeral of value. The 1 kr. was 
issued first as illustrated with the numeral 
in a square frame, but was subsequently 
altered to that of the other values with 
large numeral within a circular disk of 
solid colour. Imperforate.

3 8 2

I m p e r f o r a t e . Unused. 
s. d .

Used. 
s. d .

1 kr., black • »5 
. r

0 *5 0
1 kr., rose 6 0 4
3 kr., blue . 2 0 O 1
6 kr., brown 1 0 0 I
9 kr., preen . 2 6 O 2

12 kr., red • 5 0 5 0
18 kr., yellow • 5 0 5 0

1862. Six values. Design unaltered, 
but the colours changed.

I m p e r f o r a t e . Unused. 
s. d .

Used. 
s. d .

1 kr., yellow . ! 0 0 2
3 kr., rose . 2 0 0 1
6 kr., blue . 2 0 0 2
9 kr., brown • 4 0 0 4

12 kr., preen • 5 0 i 6
18 kr., red . to 0 2 6

1867-8. Seven values, the 7 kr. sub
sequently taking the place of the 9 kr., 
which was withdrawn in its favour. The 
6 kr., first printed in blue, was changed 
to brown. The old figure type of design 
was superseded by an arms type which 
was embossed in relief. Imperforate.

I m p e r f o r a t e . Unused. Used.
s. d . X. d .

1 kr., preen . 2 0 O 2
3 kr., rose . . ♦ 3 0 O 1
6 kr., blue • *5 0 O 6
6 kr.f brown . 10 0 t 3
7 kr., blue • *5 0 O 6
9 kr., brown . 12 0 2 0

12 kr., lilac . 20 0 s 0
18 kr., red . 12 0 4 6

1870-3. Eight values. Same design, 
but printed on paper watermarked with 
diagonal lines and perforated.

P e r f o r a t e d . Unused. 
s. d .

Used. 
s. d .

1 kr., preen . O 4 0  I
3 kr., rose . I 6 O t
6 kr., brown . t 0 O 6
7 kr., blue . O 4 0 1
9 kr., brown » . 0 2 O 1

10 kr., ochre . 0 2 O t
12 kr., lilac . 25 

. 1
0 25 0

18 kr., red 0 O 4

1874-5. One value of 1 mark pro
vided for the prepayment of the rate 
on parcels and large packets within the 
Union of the German States. Design 
an enlargement of the Arms type of the 
previous issue. This value was first
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issued imperforate, but within a few 
months the supplies were perforated. 
Imperforate copies are very scarce un
used.

Im p e r fo r a t e . Unused.
d.

Used. 
5. d .

mark, mauve
P e r f o r a t e d .

. 60 0 3 6

mark, mauve . 20 0 0 3

1876-81. Eight values. Design un
changed. Up to the end of 1875 the 
values on all the stamps were expressed 
in the currency of South Germany, i.e. 
in kreuzers. Then these were withdrawn 
and a new series of the same design 
issued in the Imperial currency, i.e. pfen- 
nige and marks. The watermark was 
changed from diagonal lines, or lozenges 
as they were termed, to a watermark of 
wavy lines. The 5 pf., first issued in 
green, was subsequentlychanged to mauve 
to prevent its being mistaken for the 3 pf.,

and the 50 pf. also underwent a change 
from vermilion to brown. The 1 mark 
was printed in the same colour as before, 
but may be distinguished by the water
mark.

P e r f o r a t e d . Unused. 
s. d .

Used. 
s. d .

3  p f -  srr e e n 0 9 0 1
5 Pf-  f>reen . 1 6 0 2
5 pf., mauve . 1 6 O !

jo pf., carmine . . 0 8 O 1
20 pf., blue . j 0 O I
25 pf., brown . 6 0 O I
50 pf., vermilion . 10 0 O I
50 pf., brown . to 0 O I
* 1 mk., mauve . . 1 4 O I
2 mks., orange . . 2 6 O 2

1888-1901. Ten values. Same design 
as before. This issue includes several 
new values. The 3 pf. has been changed 
from green to brown, and the 5 pf. from 
mauve to its old colour o f green. Water
mark of wavy lines. Perforated.

P e r f o r a t e d ♦ Unused.
s. d .

Used.
S . d .

2 pf- prey . 0 1 0 1
3 pf., brown . 0 1 0 1
5 Pf-  £ recn . O 1 0 1

25 pf., orange . 0 4 0
30 pf., olive-green . O 3 0 1
40 pf., yellow-ochre . 0 7 0
50 pf., marone . 0 8 0 1
80 pf., lilac . 1 2 0 2
3 mks., olive-brown • 4 0 4 O
5 mks., pale green . 6 6 6 O

( To be continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E

The P r ic e s  Quoted in  the fo reg o in g  a rtic le  a re  taken fro m  our p u b lis h e r s ’ la test C a ta lo gu e, a n d  ore, 
therefore, the P r ic e s  a t Which S ta n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d ,,  Will h a ve  p le a s u re  in  s u p p ly in g  a n y  o f  the 
stam ps that m ay b e  needed b y  a n y  o f  o u r re a d e rs .

T H E  I M P R O V E D  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M ,  N o .  0.
One Hundred and Tenth Thousand* The best and largest Shilling Album ever published* 176 large pages. 

Spaces for 4700 Stamps. 48 extra pages added in this edition without extra charge. This Album is now 
selling at the rate of over 1000 copies a month. The demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and 
it gives universal satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last edition had nearly 20 extra 
pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, and all the Geographical and Historical Notes 
brought up fully to date. All the newest' stamp-issuing countries, such as Hussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a 
mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, reigning sovereign, 
capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in 
art cloth. The Album contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis 
with each Album. There is also an illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we 
pay for each. Price, bound in handsome art cloth, post-free, is. 3d. E. S. says: “  I asked a friend where the 
best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying that he had bought one and sold 
it next day for ts. 6d., after keeping the stamps.’* A. A. writes: “  I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, 
and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; for as soon as a friend saw it he offered me 2s. for it. Please 
send me another."

S T A M P S  A N D  S T A M P  C O L L E C T I N G .  B y  M a j o r  E .  B. E V A N S .
The young collector is frequently perplexed by the meaning of the various terms used in stamp collecting, 

and the fullest explanations of these will be found in this book. 2s. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly 
bound in Cloth.

S t a n le y  G ibbon s, L t d .,  391 S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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STAMPS TO LOOK FOR
By Rev. T. C. W ALTON, M.A.
' I 'H E beginner is usually on the look 

■*" out for all stamps which have not 
already found a place in his collection. 
Such a search brings to light thousands 
and tens of thousands of varieties ; and 
such a plethora of good things naturally 
brings to mind the oft-repeated question : 
“  Which of these stamps ought I to aim 
at possessing?”  The majority of the 
world’s stamps are fairly easy to obtain, if 
the collector has an unlimited supply of 
patience and money. But most countries 
have given to the world some stamps 
which, for one reason or another, have 
become very rare. These are eagerly 
sought after, and it adds very much to the 
interest of the search to know that exam
ples may turn up in the most unlikely 
places, even when one is not looking for 
them. Let me give one out of many 
instances that occur to my mind. Some 
years ago a friend of mine, who owns a 
fine collection of the early issues of Euro
pean countries, lost his way in the streets 
of Rome. He went into a small shop to 
ask the way to his hotel. He knew no 
Italian, but the woman who kept the shop 
quickly recognized what the difficulty was, 
and thereupon drew a sketch of the roads 
leading to the hotel. This struck my 
friend as being a very gracious act. He 
therefore looked about the shop for some 
means of expressing his gratitude. His 
eye caught a glimpse of six sheets of 
stamps on the counter. Here, thought 
he, was a means of showing his thanks. 
The price was two lire per sheet. He 
bought four sheets, which cost about 
3s. 6d. in English money. At the time 
he knew nothing of the value of these 
stamps. On his return to London he 
found that any one stamp was worth as 
much as he had paid for the whole sheet. 
Ever since he has regretted that he did 
not buy all the sheets.

Again, what treasures still lie hidden in 
the piles of correspondence stored away 
by business houses, banks, and even 
private houses! They lie undisturbed, 
probably forgotten. But some day they 
will be unearthed, and great will be the

joy of the finder, if he be a collector with 
some knowledge of the value of old 
stamps.

Another source whence rarities are 
derived is the old album of our fathers’ 
days. How many such collections there 
are, got together thirty years ago, and 
how many possessors of such albums 
know nothing of the value of the stamps 
they contain ! The 2d. blue p o st  office 
Mauritius, lately purchased by the Prince 
of Wales for ^£,1450, lay neglected in an 
album for many years. The owner did 
not know that it was one of the rarest of 
the world's stamps until it was pointed 
out to him by a friend. Some knowledge, 
then, of the rare stamps may prove use
ful as well as of surpassing interest. If 
it does not help much to swell our own 
collections with “ pearls of great price,” 
it may help us to detect them in the 
albums of others.

These, then, are some of the reasons 
which have led me to write on “ Stamps 
to look for.”  Some of those which I 
purpose to mention will still remain in 
the category of “ sour grapes,”  i.e. rari
ties to read about, but not to possess. 
Others, less rare, but nevertheless uncom
mon, may find their way into the reader's 
possession if he makes diligent search 
and commits to memory the particular 
features which distinguish them from 
common varieties.

Before embarking on my theme, let 
me emphasize one point. My list has no 
pretension to completeness. It must be 
regarded as fragmentary, for such is it 
intended to be. A stamp here and a stamp 
there, the story briefly told, the value, if 
known, set down. Anything more than 
that would mean the writing up of all the 
valuable stamps the world possesses, a 
task beyond both my knowledge and capa
bilities. Let us make a beginning with 
Great Britain.

TheV.R. Stamp
When the black id. stamp appeared in 

1840, there was a desire on the part of the 
Government to provide a special stamp
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for official use. For this, the Maltese 
crosses in the upper angles were removed 
and the letters V. R. substituted. Pairs 
of specimens were sent out to a few 
country post offices and some sheets were 
used for experiments in cancelling marks. 
At the fast moment, however, the order 
for their issue was withdrawn. Some are 
said to have been used postallv, but most 
of the stock was destroyed. Collectors 
have always held these V .R . stamps in 
high esteem, and a specimen is sure to 
command a good price at auction. The 
balance of evidence, however, is against 
its inclusion amongst bona fid e  postage 
stamps, and without going so far as to 
call it a label, we may safely include it 
under the heading of “  Stamps prepared 
for use, but never issued.”

The 2d., blue, without white lines under 
po stage  and over tw o  p e n c e , unused, 
is catalogued  at ^78.

All red id. stamps issued before 1854 
are worth inspection. Archer was allowed 
to experiment on sheets of stamps with 
his machines for rouletting and perfora
tion. These sheets were afterwards used 
by the Post Office. Occasionally, there
fore, one comes across a stamp perforated 
16 or rouletted 12, dated prior to 1854. 
Such a rouletted specimen sold for f i t  5s. 
at Messrs. Ventom, Bull, and Cooper’s 
sale in September last.

Most of the id., red, which have Maltese 
crosses in the upper corners are valuable 
in an unused condition. The embossed 
series of 1847-54 are treasures, if in mint 
condition; nor need one despise them 
used, provided they are good specimens 
with uncut margins.

The 4d., carmine, of 1856, unused, is

numbered among the world’s 100 rarest 
stamps. It was issued on blue safety 
paper, watermarked Medium Garter, in 
February, 1856. The issue lasted some 
nine months, and gave place to one on 
white paper with the same watermark. 
The pale carmine variety is catalogued at 
,£35, unused. Indeed, most of the Great

Britain, unused, down to the year 1880, 
and, in particular, the two shilling, brown, 
of 1880, are valuable.

The brown-lilac, of 1882, blued 
paper, wmk. Anchor, holds the palm 
amongst rare English stamps. In mint 
condition, it has changed hands at fig 8 , 
a veritable object-lesson on the way in 
which stamps may increase in value a 
hundredfold.

Most beginners are unaware of the fact 
that there are two different designs of the 
id ., lilac, of 1881. The first had fourteen 
white dots in each corner. The second, 
which appeared in December, 1881, was 
more carefully designed. The engraving 
was better, the lettering was larger, and 
there were sixteen evenly formed dots in 
place of the fourteen curiously shaped 
dots of the earlier issue.

A comparison of the two illustrations 
below will at once make the distinction 
clear.

The former of these two stamps, un
used, is becoming rarer year by year.

The 4d., yd., and is . of the 1884 issue 
are good unused.

The Jubilee series of 18S7 has one 
stamp which, owing to a mistake in 
printing, soon outstripped the others in 
value. The normal 3d. was pale or deep 
brown on yellow. Some sheets appeared 
in deep brown on orange. The latter 
soon became rare. Unused specimens 
are catalogued at ^ 3 ,  while a used stamp 
may be bought for 10s.

All the early issues of Bahamas, Ber
muda, the Leeward Islands comprising 
Antigua, Dominica, Montserrat, Nevis, 
St. Christopher, and Virgin Islands, are 
rare. The same may be said of the first 
issue of Jamaica. The Windward Islands,
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St. Lucia, Barbados, St. Vincent, Grenada, 
Tobago, and Trinidad, have issued scores 
of stamps whose market value now runs 
into several pounds each. To mention 
them singly would mean the transcribing 
of a great part of Gibbons Catalogue 
which deals with the issues of these 
islands. Likewise also is it the case with 
the stamps of Bechuanaland, and the 
Central, East, and South British African 
spheres of influence. Of course, there 
are stamps here and there which are 
fairly common, but, for the most part, 
these are out of reach of the average 
collector of moderate means.

The first issue of British Guiana in 
1850 look very much like postmarks. 
They were printed in black on papers 
differing in colour according to value. 
The tw o  c e n t s  is one of the world’s 
rarities. Some twenty-five years ago one 
of these w’as sold for £ 2 0 .  A pair were 
sold in 1897 for ^650, and subsequently 
found their way into the collection of a 
Russian philatelist for the consideration 
of j^IOCO.

The next issue, of 1852, consisted of two 
stamps of the face value of one and four 
cents. A sailing vessel forms the central 
design, below' which appears the Latin

38 6

motto of the colony, d am us pa tim u s  que 
v ic is s im . “ Patim us” is a misprint for 
“ petimus.”  The correct motto appears 
on succeeding issues, and means “ We 
give and we seek in turn.” The mistake 
has caused the stamps to be known 
amongst collectors as “ Patimus Guianas.” 
Used, they are catalogued at and 
respectively.

The one cent, black on magenta, of the 
1856 issue enjoys the distinction of being 
the rarest stamp known.

A list of some o f the prices paid for 
some of the 1850 series may interest the 
reader. Here it is :—

2 cents, rose . pair, used /roco
4 ,, yellow 40
8 ,, green • • „  31
2 ,, indigo • • *» 35

( To be continued.)

INGLE-NOOK YARNS
O U T W IT T IN G  A S U B S T IT U T E

By FELIX
13 ESU M IN G  my last letter, wherein I 

stated how I had, fortunately, be
come possessed of a three-cornered wood- 
block Cape of Good Hope stamp, I have 
a piece of advice to offer to all amateur 
stamp collectors, namely, that in offering 
stamps of any considerable value for ex
change or sale, it is advisable to attach 
an almost imperceptible private identifica
tion mark to the same. I learnt this from 
dealers. As a rule, they do not trouble 
themselves about marking stamps of 
small value, but when the catalogue 
value exceeds ten shillings they gene
rally do so.

I always wrote my initials with a crow- 
quill, in red ink, under the stamp at a

certain corner, and I am now going to 
relate how, on a certain occasion, this 
useful precaution saved me

Amongst my duplicate stamps I pos
sessed a valuable British Guiana stamp, 
which I sent to a dealer for valuation. 
The said dealer was a stranger to me, 
but had been recommended as an expert 
by a fellow-philatelist. In addition to the 
stamp in question I sent several others, 
some of which I also marked. What 
I am now relating occurred some years 
ago, and I will, as far as possible, bathe 
the actors and their residences in octopus 
fluid.

For the purposes of this true story 
I will call the dealer Jones, and his
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residence Sheffield ; my friend’s name 
Brown, and his residence Liverpool; and 
my residence London. Jones was not 
aware that I was a friend of Brown, or 
that he had recommended Jones to me.

In Ju ly, 189-, 1 posted the stamps to 
Sheffield, and in a few days received them 
back. The British Guiana stamp was 
valued at j£8  ; but it was obvious to me 
that it was not the stamp I had forwarded, 
and was a forgery. All the other valuable 
stamps retained my private mark, which 
was not on the British Guiana stamp.

The question now arose what action 
l should take. If I wrote to Jones and 
stated that he had substituted a stamp 
for mine, he would probably reply in
dignantly and threaten me with the law. 
A stamp of such value is as good as 
paper money all over the world, and could 
be wafted away very rapidly. The posi
tion was a difficult one, but after careful 
thought I resolved to meet fraud with 
cunning, and get my stamp back. 1 wrote 
to Brown, describing the whole affair, 
and also described my private mark and 
its position on the under surface of the 
stamp. I requested him to send to Jones 
for various valuable stamps on approval 
(which he was accustomed to do) and 
include British Guiana stamps of the issue 
of the one stolen amongst them.

I awaited the result of the plot with 
anxiety, wondering whether Jones might 
smell danger and hold back the stamp. 
But Brown was no fool, and, having 
recommended Jones to me, determined to 
help me. To my great relief, I received 
a wire from Brown : “  Your stamp sent 
me on approval. What shall I do? ” My

reply was : “  Sending forgery to take the 
place of my stamp.” I had now nearly 
enough evidence to convict; but Jones 
might even now write that the forgery 
was sent in error. However, I deter
mined to take no further action as long as 
Jones, when he received the forgery in 
return for my property, made no remon
strance. And Jones made no remon
strance.

Brown and I never dealt with him 
again. After that episode I always, and 
only, dealt with the best London dealers, 
who are above such perfidious action.

The above terminates my experiences 
as a possible victim. Before concluding 
these lines, I must mention a very curious 
stamp belonging to a friend of mine, 
namely, a black three-cornered Cape. 
The stamp is a genuine one, and the only 
one of the colour I have ever seen. It 
could scarcely be an error in colour, and 
some attribute its appearance to long sub
mersion in the sea. I believe a large 
consignment of Capes were, on one occa
sion, recovered from a wreck off the 
African coast, but whether they were 
used for issue or not I cannot say.

The stamp is now, 1 believe, in the Isle 
of Wight, and no money would tempt its 
owner to part with it.

I have been promised some interesting 
experiences by a collector who possesses a 
collection approaching the Tapling* in 
value, which may be of interest to all 
philatelists ; my own experiences furnish 
nothing more of interest.

* 1 refer to the great collection in the British 
Museum.

T H E  S T R A N D  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L R U M .
Well arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. Seventh edition, too Postage Stamps, all genuine and 

different, and of a catalogue value of over- 8s., are presented with each Strand Album. The book, which is 
printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a new and specially designed cover. The size is a new 
and convenient one, viz. 9̂  inches by 7̂  inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album 
is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed 
books. 700 pages, post-free, 2s. nd. ; abroad, 3s. 4d.

T H E  P H I L A T E L I S T ’S  C O L L E C T I N G  BOOK.
For the coat pocket. With patent fastening to flap. Size, 6$x4£ inches. Handsomely bound in Art Cloth. 

Each book contains 12 )>ages, having four strips of linen, i-inch wide, arranged horizontally, glued at the bottom 
edge and with the upper one open, for the safe retention and preservation of recent purchases or duplicates. 
A large pocket is also provided at the back for Envelopes or Stamps in bulk. In daily use by leading London 
Collectors. No. 17, post-free, 2S. 7d. No. 18—oblong, 24 pages, 6 strips on each page, interleaved with strong 
glazed paper to prevent rubbing—post-free, 5s. 4d.; abroad, 5s. 6d.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L td ., 3 9 1 S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W RIN K LE
Chalky Paper
T h e r e  is much excitement in the phila
telic camp over the question of chalky 
paper. It remains to be seen how 
Gibbons’ decision not to catalogue it will 
be received. A few extreme specialists, 
who would catalogue every flaw in a 
printing as a variety, will no doubt cla
mour for its inclusion ; but I suspect that 
the general disgust which has been en
gendered by specialism run mad will 
make itself felt. The quips and cranks 
of certain specialists in listing up every 
broken letter in the surcharges of British 
Somaliland and Zanzibar have been a bit 
too much even for specialists, and now if 
a  stamp collector wants to express any 
deeply rooted objection, and the ordinary 
dictionaries fail him, he says, “  May I be 
Zanzibarred if I do.”

The Coming Album for Beginners
A t last the promised Gibbons Album 
for Beginners is all but ready. We 
have agitated for it for a long time in 
season and out of season, and now we 
are actually in sight of the real article.

The “  Century Album ”  was a big step 
in the right direction, but it included a lot 
o f rubbish in the shape of Officials, Un- 
paids, Postal Fiscals, etc., which most 
general collectors now throw overboard.

The new album, which is to be called 
“ The Ideal Album,”  will exclude all this 
worthless stuff. In fact, it will be based 
on the lines on which the “  Countries of 
the World ” are being written up by the 
editor for G .S.IV ., omitting varieties of 
perforation and even excluding the mul
tiple C A  watermark, so drastic is the 
compilation in the direction of simplicity.

The size is to be about 9J x 1 1 J ,  and 
the arrangement will be strictly alpha
betical.

There will be a one-volume edition to 
include all the countries of the world— 
a tall order nowadays—which will be 
arranged to have stamps on both sides of 
the paper, and a two-volume edition for 
stamps on one side of the paper only.

The one-volume edition will be sold at 
ios., and will make a very handsome pre
sent ; but, if I were a boy, I should screw 
the few extra shillings out of somebody 
for the two-volume edition, for stamps on 
opposite pages do not agree.

Colour-names
W e have been chuckling over the long 
list of confusing colour-names which some 
industrious body compiled out of our 
Gibbons. But our list is not in it accord
ing to a writer in Mekeel's Weekly Stamp 
News, who tells us that
In a very curious work of the celebrated Goethe, en
titled W i n k e l m a n n  n n d  s e tn  J a h r h u n d e r t ,  it is stated 
that about 15,000 varieties of colour are employed by 
the workers of mosaic in Rome,, and that there are 
fifty shades of each of these varieties, from the deepest 
to the palest, thus affording 750,000 tints, which the 
artist can distinguish with the greatest facility. It 
might be imagined that with the command of 750,000 
tints of colours, the most varied and beautiful painting 
could be perfectly imitated; yet this is not the case, 
for the mosaic workers find a lack of tints even among 
this astonishing variety.

Which goes to prove that we never know 
when we are well off. I f  the compiler of 
colour-names for Gibbons had got hold 
of those 750,000 tints we might all have 
been in a philatelic lunatic asylum by this 
time.

Bermuda Dock Design
I am  glad to hear o f a couple more 
values in what is known as the Bermuda 
Dock design, for they encourage the 
hope that we shall have a full series of 
Docks. It breaks the monotony of stereo
typed K ing’s Heads, and such King’s 
Heads to o !

Such King’s H eads!
P e o p l e  keep on wondering why King 
Edward V II tolerates such a prison- 
cropped representation of himself. If he 
were not so good-natured it would surely 
have had to give way to a more accept
able presentation ere this. The Canadian 
Head remains the best and only good 
stamp portrait of His Majesty, but that 
is the work of a rival firm of stamp 
engravers.
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NEW ISSUES
The E d ito r  w ill  b e  g r a t e fu l  to h ie  r e a d e r s  I f  t h e y  w ill  h e lp  h im  w ith  th e  e a r lie s t  p o ss ib le  In form ation  co n ce rn in g  

new  Issu e s . N ew s from th e  C o lon ies in  p a r t ic u la r  w ill  b e  m uch  a p p r e c ia te d . W hen p o ss ib le , a  sp ecim en  sh o u ld  
a cco m p a n y  th e  in fo rm a tio n , a n d  sh o u ld  b e  a d d r e s s e d  to

ED W ARD  J .  NANKIVELL, C arnanton , C am den P a rk , Tun bridge W ells.

Brazil.— O u r publishers sen d  us the 10 reis on  the 
waterm arked paper.

Wmk. ** Estndos Unidos B ra zil”, Perf.
10 reis, scarlet and blue.
20 ,, orange ,,
50 ,, green.

100 ,, carmine.
200 ,, blue.

B r it ish  G u ia n a .— T h e 96 c .  is reported  on  m ultiple 
C A  paper.

Wmk. Multifile C A .  /> •/ .
1 c., grey-green.
2 c., purple and black on red paper.
4 C. „  blue.
5 c. ,, ,, on blue paper.
6 c.» grey-black and ultramarine, 

ta c., purple and violet.
24 c. green.
48 c., grey and chocolate.
60 c., green and carmine.
$6 c., purple and carmine

C e y lo n .— E -w e n 's  W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e w s  has rece ived  
the 30 c .  on  m ultiple C  A , com p le tin g  the series on  the 
n ew  paper.

Wink. Multifile C  A . Perf.

2 c., orange-brown.
3 c., green.
4 c., orange and ultramarine.
5 c., putple.
6 c., carmine.

t2 c., sage-green and rosine.
15 c., blue.
25 c., luht brown.
30 c., violet and green.
75 c., dull blue and orange.

1 r. 50 c., grey.
2 r. 25 c., brown and green.

C h in a . —  A cco rd in g  to  Continental contem poraries 
the 5 c .,  w h ich  has u n d ergon e  so  m any ch an ges o f  
shade, has n ow  been  ch a n ged  from  salm on to  violet.

Change o f  colour. 

5 cents, violet*

Cayman Islands.—E -w e n 's  W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e w s  
announces the receipt o f  the id . value on  m ultiple 
C A  paper. T h is  w ith the o th er  values ch ro n ic le d  on  
p. 301, G . S . W . y  V o l. I, com p letes  the series on  m ultiple 
C A  paper.

Wink. Multiple C A . Perf. 
green.

id., carmine, 
aid., ultramarine.
6d., brown, 
is., orange.

Morocco Agencies.— W e  have rece ived  from  ou r 
pub lishers the 1 and 2 pesetas, K in g ’s H eads, w m k. 
s in g le  C  A

"Morocco

Agencies

Wmk. Siitgte C A . Perf.

5 c., grey-green and green, 
so c., purple on red paper.
20 c., grey-green and carmine. 
25 c., lilac and black on blue. 
50 c., violet, 
x p., black and carmine.
2 p. ,, blue.
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MISCELLANEOUS
A Good Bit of Business
Next morning I called on the said Father in the 
Rue de Sevres; he gave me an imposing-looking 
package, which, trembling a little, 1 opened before 
him, and from which I drew forth a parcel containing 
tw e lv e  entire sheets of each of the two values, I real, 
b lu e , and 2 reales, g r e e n , of the Philippine islands, 
issue of 1854 and 1855. None of the 5 or the 10 
cuartos of the same issue could be found, but in place 
of the former there were about ten sheets of the 5 
cuartos, r e d , of 1862, with coarse network 111 the 
spandrels, a rare thing even at that time.

The whole lot being reckoned at face value, it re
sulted that the sheet of the 1 real cost me fr.26.85, or 
j Q t .  is. 6d., and the sheet of the 2 reales cost me 
fr*53'7°* or jC 2- 3s- Need I say that these sheets went 
off as if by magic at the price of 400 francs each ? No 
one had ever before seen the stamps of “ Luzon” 
otherwise than singly, a copy here and there, obliter
ated, and generally in very bad condition, which did 
not prevent people from struggling for them at high 
prices. But the forty varieties all together had never 
been seen so far; it was a revelation, as in the case of 
the New Caledonia, when I received the first entire 
sheet of them, as related above.

In fixing the price of the sheet of the forty varieties 
at 400 francs, or 10 francs per stamp, scarcely one- 
third of the price of an obliterated copy, I was offering 
collectors a real g ift! Thus everybody flew upon the 
sheets like a hungry wolf upon a tender Iamb; the 
collectors sought them whole for their albums; the 
dealers wanted them for cutting up and selling retail 
at a respectable profit. Eleven sheets of each value 
were sold entire, and the twelfth was cut up for retail 
sale at the price of 30 francs per stamp, with the ex
ception, of course, of the error c o r r o s  o f  the 1 
real, b lu e . This was what, I think, may be called 
“ a good bit of business."

M. Mahe in the M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

The Stone of New Caledonia
Mr. Alois, in an article on New Caledonia written for 
the T i m b r o p h i le , had mentioned my selling for 1000 
francs, as I have related already, an entire sheet of the 
stamps of that country. T h e  S t a m p  C o lle c to r 's  M a g a -  
o i n e , in reproducing this statement, made a little mis
take, and instead of “ plate", which as applied to 
printed matter is the same as “ sheet," translated 
“ une planche" by “ one stone", which is quite 
another thing, as everybody knows. Starting there
from, this P h i l a t e l i s t  infers that, “ according to 
M. Mahe himself he possesses one of the numerous 
‘ stones’ from which were printed the stamps of New 
Caledonia, and he will certainly swear to their authen
ticity, etc. etc. . . ."

Did anybody ever see anything so immensely idiotic? 
I need not quote the final reply, which is not called 
for here. M. M a h e  in the M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Major Evans on Cretan Designs
In the centre, on all except two of the values, is a 
device which, we are told, represents “ Crete, aSlave." 
This consists of a Female Figure, seated on a rock, 
and wearing nothing but a pair of trousers and a gun. 
The costume seems to imply a certain amount of 
Freedom ; we know of countries, supposed to be free, 
where a mere man is expected to add at least a waist

coat, even in the warmest weather, and cannot carry 
a gun at any time without a licence ; and where ladies 
are only permitted to “ wear the breeches" metaphori
cally. Is it possible that there is a postal reference in 
the garment of the lady, and that it represents the 
m a i l -b a g s  ?  M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Indian Native States
W h il e  the separate stamp issues of some of th 
Native Indian States have been discontinued, we can
not say that there is any strong likelihood that the 
other States will agree to having their distinctive 
issues supplanted by the regular stamps of India. 
The Indian Post Office has postal conventions with 
some of the States that use the Imperial stamps over
printed. Some years ago it was said: “ The Post 
Office is endeavouring to obtain the closing of all the 
native post offices, but some of the rajahs are strenu
ously opposed to the closing of their offices, and con
sider that they would be shorn of a part of their 
dignity, much in the way as if their salutes were 
reduced to a few guns. It will probably take years to 
overcome the resistance of the rajahs and close the 
whole of their post offices."

M e  k e e l  s  W e e k ly  S t a m p  N e w s .

Stamps Detached in the Post
A n e w  sort of postal mark is described and illustrated 
in L e  C o l le c t i o n n e u r d e  T i m b r e -P o s t e . This is a circular 
handstamp applied in America to letters which, on 
receipt at the head or district post office, are found 
m i n u s  their stamp or stamps, the same having 
obviously become detached in the post. The inscrip
tion reads : “  Postage stamp detached before receipt 
at New York Post Office."

Unused and Used
One of the favourite arguments of the champions of 
what we may term the postally used school, is that 
until a stamp has performed the duty for which it was 
issued it has not attained its most collectable phase. 
We hardly think that this view will find very wide 
acceptance, for the chief aim of collectors of anything 
—books, coins, china, old furniture, etc.—is to obtain 
their specimens in a condition as closely allied to 
their original state as possible. Thus the numis
matist attaches more value to a coin in mint condition 
than to one that has performed much useful service; 
a collector of rare china prefers his pots, jugs, plates, 
etc., in perfect state, and would certainly not deem 
those that show evidence of constant use of greater 
interest; a bibliophile will pay a long price for a rare 
book in original bindings, uncut, and in the same 
state as published, whereas he would not pay more 
than a small.sum for a similar work that had enjoyed 
a useful life, but had got somewhat dilapidated 
through constant handling; and again, the man who 
collects antique furniture does not attach any extra 
value to a piece that has been scratched and marked 
and battered during the period of its performance of 
the duty for which it was made, but rather wants his 
specimens in as perfect a state as possible. There
fore we hold collectors arc only acting sensibly by 
deeming a stamp in m i n t  state of more interest and 
value than the most perfect used copy.

T h e  W e s t  E n d  P h i l a t e l i s t .

S T A N L E Y  G 1D D 0 N S  P R I C E D  C A T A L O G U E  O F  T H E  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S  O F  T H E  W O R L D .  

Vol. I. Great Britain and Colonies ; post-free, as* 9d. Vol. II. The Rest of the World; post-free, as. 9d. 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
T ranslated fro m  the French by ED ITH  C. PHILLIPS

SHE PRESENTED THE ENGAGED COUPLE

CHAPTER XXVII

S h o w i n g  h o w  o n e  m a y  a lw a y s  le a v e  s o m e t h in g  

to c h a n c e

W HEN evening came, William, who, without 
saying anything about it to Miss Betty, had 
spent his day in fruitless efforts to recover the 

lost traces of Mr. Thomas Simpson, at length deter
mined on wending his way to Montgomery Street, 
where, as we know, the rooms of the Philatelic Club 
were situated.

Since that morning the Stamp King had been in
dulging in what is generally known as “ a fit of the 
blues." He could not forgive himself for having 
burnt Prince Albrandi’s receipt, that receipt which 
would have given him the right of claiming the 
Brahmapootra stamp, if he could but discover where 
it was. Was there not at least a chance that he, 
William Keniss, might be the first to find it and not 
Miss Betty Scott, who, certain now of victory sooner 
or later, would most likely rest in fancied security?

So William Keniss was walking sadly towards the 
Philatelic Club, when, passing through a narrow 
street, but dimly lighted by the fading day, he 
noticed, stuck on the inside of the window of a little 
b r ic -h -b r a c  shop, a sh-set of about a hundred stamps 
of various colours arranged in rows. Like a true 
philatelist William Keniss stopped to examine this 
sheet, to make quite sure that no rarity had by acci
dent found its way there. And we can well imagine 
his stupefaction when he recognised among those 
common specimens the one stamp for which he had

been searching so long in the charming companion
ship of Miss Betty—the celebrated Brahmapootra!

“ Impossible!" he cried, starting forwards attd 
peering anxiously into the window. “ I must be mad 
or dreaming! I must assuredly be the victim of 
some strange and wild hallucination !"

The young American pinched his arm till it was 
black and blue in order, through any sensation what
ever, to bring himself back to commonplace realities. 
The pain it caused him forced a cry from his lips.

“ No, I am certainly not dreaming!" he murmured. 
And, in fact, he was not. It was indeed the Brahma
pootra stamp at which he was gazing, and, as he 
easily recognised, the same wonderfully fine copy 
which Prince Albrandi had allowed him to admire at 
his leisure at Naples, the very evening that Count 
Orsikoff, taking advantage of the solitude in which 
the rooms of the villa were left, had with such in
comparable audacity made off with it. It was the 
very same stamp, there was no doubt of it, and in 
the company of the common stamps that surrounded 
it on the sheet, it produced, as you might say, with 
its beautiful golden lustre, the effect which would be 
produced by a real diamond in a necklace, all the 
other stones of which were paste.

But how, and by what concatenation of circum
stances could the stamp have got there? William 
Keniss wasted no more time looking at it, but pre
cipitately entered the shop, to discover by what 
mysterious chance a small dealer like that came to 
possess an article of so great value.

“ You have a stamp in your window which is not 
priced," he said, pointing out the famous little scrap
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of paper, “ and I should like to buy it. What do 
you want for it ? *’

“ Ah, yes! Well, I hardly know. I bought it this 
morning with a number of other little things from a 
man who came in and seemed in a great hurry to 
dispose of them.”

“ Our receiver of stolen goods,” thought William.
“ They won't bring me in much, when all’s said 

and done. Here, you can have it for five cents if 
you like.”

“  Five cents ! ” cried William, in a tone that would 
have convinced the dealer, if he had only been a 
little more wide awake, that he was making, to say 
the least of it, a bad bargain. “ Five cents! Cer
tainly, 1 will take it without hesitation.”

“ There you are then.” And the dealer took the 
Brahmapootra stamp from the sheet and handed it to 
William Keniss, who gave him in exchange the re
quired five cents.

The Stamp King certainly felt some compunction 
at paying so ridiculous a price for such a rarity, but 
he had no wish to give more for it just at this moment 
because he wanted to astound his friends at the Phila
telic Club, and particularly pretty Miss Betty, with 
the intelligence that he had just given five cents for 
a stamp that, to an enthusiast like himself, was abso
lutely priceless, or, at any rate, worth hundreds and 
thousands of dollars.

“  I will make up for it by bringing a nice little 
sum to the good dealer to-morrow, ” thought William, 
as he hastened towards the Philatelic Club.

But this little adventure had made him somewhat 
late, and when he at length arrived he found they 
were only waiting for him to sit down to dinner. 
Every one was there, even to Mr. Hartlepool, who, 
as we remember, was not always to be relied upon 
for punctuality.

“ Come, come, now we can begin!" cried the fat 
Dr. Buxon, seeing his young colleague enter and 
start round the room, shaking hands with every one 
he met.

“ Are you so hungry as all that?” asked little Mrs. 
Tilmarnock,

“ As all that! On my word, my heart’s in my 
boots! ”

“  Has it indeed sunk so far below your waist, do 
you think?” interrogated Mrs. Evans-Bradford, who, 
since the last club dinner, had not overcome the habit 
of enlivening the conversation with a little spirited 
repartee.

“ High or low, what does it matter?” grumbled 
Buxon, slightly piqued. “  It is nearly half-past seven, 
and so high time for dinner! I like stamps very 
well, but not enough to make me lose my appetite 
for good food and drink ! ”

This unexpected outburst on the part of the fat 
doctor provoked a general chorus of protestations 
from the assembled philatelists.

“ Wretch!” “ Traitor!” sounded from all parts of 
the room. But luckily for Buxon a waiter appeared 
at this very moment to announce that dinner was 
ready.

So William Keniss offered his arm to his friend 
Miss Betty, and the various couples filed off to the 
dining-room, Mrs. Tilmarnock on Mr. Hartlepool’s 
arm, Mrs. Evans-Bradford escorted by old Pearding, 
and so on. As for the enormous Buxon, gallantry 
was not in his line, and he was quite content to march 
off to his seat alone, after which his first speech, as 
he noticed the radiant faces of the Stamp King and 
his companion, was—

“ Well, considering their ill-success, they look 
pretty triumphant!”

“  It is not success which brings happiness, but the 
sense of a duty accomplished,” retorted the Hon. 
Tilmarnock frigidly.

It is unnecessary to state that from the very com
mencement of dinner the only topic of conversation 
was the journey to Europe of William Keniss and 
Betty Scott. The little American had, before this, 
commenced an account of her exploits, which she 
now finished. Then it was William's turn for his, 
and he gave it, we need hardly say, with a sufficiently 
good grace. No detail of their stirring adventures 
in London, Paris, or Naples was forgotten. The 
interview with the Maharajah, the numerous incarna
tions of Mr. Mamby, Miss Betty’s plunge into the 
ocean, Prince Albrandi's fete, etc. etc., every detail, 
in fact, of this extraordinary journey was supplied by 
one or other of the travellers.

“ And to think that after such efforts and the display 
of so much courage you should have to return to us 
with empty hands!” cried Mr. Hartlepool.

“  Yes, it is enough to discourage the boldest among 
us," said Mr. Whitby.

“ Those who pride themselves on their courage 
need never be daunted,” said Miss Betty vivaciously.

“  But---- ”
“ Don't speak of 4but.’ Whatever you may say,

I do not consider myself the least bit beaten, in spite 
of the ill-success of my first attempts, and no later 
than to-morrow morning I intend to begin again ! ”

“ Bravo! Bravo! Hurrah for Miss Betty!” 
sounded on all sides.

“ Hurrah for the Stamp Queen!” added William 
Keniss.

The name was taken up at once, and every member 
of the Philatelic Club, with the exception of the great 
Buxon, who was just absorbed in an enormous help 
of f o i e  g r a s , rose to his feet with one accord and 
shouted enthusiastically—

“  Hurrah for the Stamp Queen ! ”
Miss Betty coloured deeply with emotion.
“  Ladies and gentlemen,” she said modestly, 441 do 

not know how to thank you for having so sponta
neously conferred upon me a title to which I have 
really no right.”

A significant and protesting “  Oh ! oh! ” showed 
how deep and general was the admiration which the 
dauntless young girl had aroused.

44 It seems to me,” she continued, “  that it is not at 
all my health that you ought to drink this evening, 
but that of Mr. William Keniss, who is in truth the 
Stamp King, and whose collection, in spite of all my 
efforts, remains to-day the one only complete collection 
in all the world. So here's to Mr. William Keniss, 
the Stamp King! ”

“ The Stamp K ing!” was the universal cry as the 
glasses clinked again.

But William Keniss had risen, and in the midst of 
a silence which would have been profound but for 
the regular movement of Buxon’s heavy jaws, he 
began—

44 Miss Betty has just made a statement to the effect 
that mine is the one only complete stamp collection 
in the world. Now in this Miss Betty is mistaken.”

The philatelists all stared at one another in astonish
ment.

44There are, in fact, two complete collections!” 
continued William.

“ Two complete collections?” cried Betty sharply.
44 Yes, Miss Betty.”
44 Two! ”
“ Mine—excuse me for mentioning it first—and 

yours! ”
“ Mine?”

{T o be concluded^)
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Our Victorian Letter

Melbourne, 26 O ctober, 1905. 
Stamps issued on the new Federal Paper 
Since I last wrote several stamps have been issued 
on the new Federal paper, namely, the id. and 2d. 
Victoria, Queen's Head type, and the id. and 3d. 
Tasmanian Pictorial issue. The specimens I have 
seen of the 2d. Victoria and id. Tasmania were both 
perforated 12A, the 3d. Tasmanian being* perf. 11, and 
the id. Victoria both perf. 12  ̂and perl. 11. In addi
tion to the above stamps, the 3d. West Australia 
Swan type has been issued on paper watermark V and 
Crown sideways, and perforated both 11 and 12 .̂ It 
is difficult to understand the appearance of the Tas
mania and West Australia stamps on these papers, in 
view of the announcement in the daily Press that no 
more of the Pictorial Tasmanian or Swan type West 
Australian stamps would be issued after the stock on 
hand was exhausted.
Another pair of Victorian Too Late Stamps 

Another pair of Victorian Too Late stamps has 
turned up in Melbourne. The pair in question is a 
vertical one, and is in very nice condition, excepting 
that the bottom stamp is slightly cut into. This 
makes the third pair of this stamp that is known in 
Victoria. The stamp being* found in pairs is doubt
less due to the fact that one stamp paid the postage 
on the letter that it was found on, and the second 
stamp paid the Too Late fee.
Sale of the Kelson Collection 

Mr. A. G. Kelson, who has been collecting for 
many years, disposed of his collection of Australian 
stamps at a satisfactory figure a few weeks ago. The 
collection, although not very strong in scarce stamps, 
contained nothing but choice picked copies, and has 
taken him many years to gather. It comprised the 
stamps of the following States: Victoria. New South 
Wales, Tasmania, South Australia, New Zealand, and 
Tonga. AmongstthebeststampsI noted thefollowing: 
Victoria: First issue, 2d., with fine background and 
border; id.. Emblem, watermark Star, perforated 12 ; 
2d., Emblem, no watermark, perforated ; 6d., orange, 
figure at sides; 4d., ditto, rouletted, watermark single- 
line “ 4” ; also an unperforated pair of the same stamp; 
id., Laureated, watermark double-line **4” ; is., Regis
tered, rouletted; and the scarce 35s. Duty stamp. 
Tasmania: id., blue, first issue; id., pelure, and 2d., 
no watermark, second issue; ;£i, used, and 2s. 6d. 
nnd;£f surcharged r e v e n u e , postally used. South 
Australia: is., imperf. and rouletted, orange; 4d., 
watermark V and Crown ; 2d., second type, water
mark Star, issue of 1869, perf. by roulette. New Zea
land : 2d., London print; 2d., no watermark, perf.; 
is., pelure paper, imperf.; and 6d., pelure, perf. New 
South Wales: a nice selection of Sydney Views ; 3d., 
Laureated on blue paper, error w a c e s ; three copies 
of the 6d. and two copies of the 8d. Laureated issue. 
The purchaser is a collector in one of the neighbour
ing States, who has bought the collection to add to 
his own.

A find of 4d. blue Tasmania
The following little story comes from Hobart, 

Tasmania. A collector in that city, who is always 
on the look out for bargains, called in at a store to 
pay an account that he owed. In the office there was 
one of those old-fashioned desks, railed off at the top, 
that the clerk opened to find a Duty stamp to put on 
a receipt. While searching for the stamp the clerk 
rested the flap of the desk on his head, exposing the 
contents of the desk to the collector's view.

“  Hello! What have you got here ? " the collector 
asked, picking up a block of stamps from out of the 
desk.

“ Oh, they are some 4d. stamps that have been 
lying in the desk for many years, as I seldom use 
that value, and I .shall be glad to change them for 
id. or 2d. values.”

“  Right you are. I will change that for you,” 
said the collector.

The stamps were the 4d., blue, issue of 1870.

A Letter for Hellsgate
A letter was recently received here addressed to some 

person at Hellsgate, Australia. The postal officials, not 
knowing where the place was, thought it would 
naturally be situated in the tropical part of Queens
land, so it was forwarded accordingly. One of the 
officials in that particularly hot region looked at the 
address, “  Hellsgate,” for a moment, and then en
dorsed it, “ Almost, but not quite. Try further on.”

Mr. Hausburg’s Visit
In the June MonthlyJournal^ Mr. Hausburg gives 

an account of his visit to Australia, in which the 
following sentence occurs: “ I was disappointed to 
find how little result was to be obtained by advertising 
for stamps.” This is not to be wondered at, seeing 
that local residents have been doing the same thing 
for the past fifteen to twenty years, and during late 
years with practically no results. Later on in the 
article, in speaking of unused early issues of Aus
tralia, Mr. Hausburg writes as follows: “ Few are 
to be found in dealers’ stocks; in fact, old unused 
Australians in fine condition are almost unattainable 
in Australia.” This is quite correct, and it is a mis
taken idea to think, as many English collectors do, 
that all that is necessary is for them to ask for these 
stamps unused, and there is an unlimited supply of 
them in Australia, and that they can get them in 
blocks or in sheets. The few copies that have turned 
up in years gone by are due more to accident than 
design, and the greatest part of these have found 
their way to England. Some collectors who have 
visited Melbourne have been innocent enough to 
think that they can buy all the early issues unused 
at the Post Office. It is only when you begin to 
search for these unused early Australian stamps that 
you realize how scarce they are in Australia.

C h a r l e s  B . W o n n e .

A S P L E N D ID  S T A R T . TH E F IN E S T  P A C K E T .
Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet contains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered byS. G.» Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The 
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, embracing as it does scores of scarce 
varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered. 

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
E n te rp rise  P h ilatelic  S o c ie ty

Secretary: A. C. Constantinidee, Woodview, Archway Read, 
Highgate, London, R.

Meetings : Monthly, Devonshire House Hotel, Bishopsgate Street, 
London, £.C.

T h e  twenty-sixth ordinary monthly meeting was held 
on W ednesday, 15 November, 1905, at the Devon
shire House Hotel, Bishopsgate Street, E .C ., and 
was well attended, twenty-two members having signed 
the roll.

In the absence of the President and Vice-Presidents, 
Mr. H. W . Westcott was elected to occupy the chair, 
and called the meeting to order at 6.30 p.m., when 
the minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
duly signed.

Ten new members were elected as follows: Messrs.
H. Thorman, Leytonstone; 1C. A . Smart, Peckham ; 
B. B igg, Luton ; H. Lee, New C ro ss; G. J .  Arnold, 
W oolwich; II. V . Brand, Cricklewood; K. J .  Mulder, 
Cricklewood ; A . II. L. Giles, Fulham; I). II. Jackson, 
Stroud Green ; and A . Barker, Cawnpore.

Votes of thanks were passed to the following mem
bers for donations to the Society’s collection of 
forgeries and reprints: Messrs. O. Marsh, F . A . 
M eggy, J .  R. Burton, and C . II. Moulds.

The initial item on the programme was a display 
with notes of the stamps of Barbados, by Mr. E. 
Keginbottom, B.A., of Rochdale. The collection 
was contained on twenty-seven cards, and formed a 
very fine exhibit, which was thoroughly enjoyed and 
appreciated. ,

A  general display b y members of K ing's Head 
Colonials was the next item. Nearly every one present 
had sheets to display, and these, together with seventy- 
five cards sent by Mr. Heginbottoin, made up a truly 
remarkable show of stamps. Evidently members of 
the Enterprise have lost no time in securing the issues 
of the last two or three years. Every colony was 
well represented either unused or used, and it was a 
matter of regret that more time could not be spent 
in examining the various selections shown. Votes 
of thanks were passed to Mrs. H. J .  Bignold and the 
following gentlemen for their displays: Messrs. E. 
Heginbottom, J . R. Burton, C . H. Moulds, O. Marsh, 
A . G . Schofield, P. Farnan, and A. H. Harris.

The meeting was then treated to a display of the 
Society's collection of reprints and forgeries, accom
panied with notes, by the Hon. Counterfeit Detector, 
Mr. H. W . Westcott. This collection is growing 
rapidly and is now a most useful asset of the Society. 
It may not be generally known that Mr. Westcott 
has power to loan any particular specimen for the 
purpose of comparison, and all members who are in 
doubt as to the genuineness of any of their stamps 
should take advantage of this concession.

A n y information relating to the aims and conduct 
of the Society will be gladly furnished on application 
to the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.

H erts P h ilatelic  S o c ie ty
President: f. Reichenheim, Esq.
Steretary: H. A. Slade, Esq., “ Nine-Fielde," St. Albany.
Meetings : 4 Southampton Row, W.C., Third Tuesdays.
Subscription : 6s. annually,

A  CROWDED room welcomed Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg 
on at November, when he displayed his W est Austra
lians to the members of the above Society. The 
President occupied the chair, and there were also 
present Messrs. H. L . Hayman (Vice-President), T . H. 
Harvey, W . G . Cool, J .  C . Sldebotham (Librarian),

W . A. Boyes, A . Bagshawe, W . T . Standen, L. A. 
Bradbury, C . H. Garnett, M. Simons, A. H. L . Giles, 
R . Frentzel, J .  Chapman, J .  C . Lincoln, A. W . 
M cLean, F. W . Mellor, E. Bounds, D. J .  Thomson, 
J .  B. Neyroud, L. P. W alker, K . W iehcn, A . G. 
W ane, W . Simpson, L . Magnee, A . R. Barrett, 
H . Wills, R . H. A . Deere, and one visitor, besides 
Mr. L. L. R. Hausburg and Mr. H. A . Slade (Secre
tary)—an attendance of over thirty. T he following 
members were elected at the general m eeting: Dr. 
Rayley Owen, Hyde P ark ; Mr. E. A . Cooper, Scar
borough; Mr. F. Read, Clapton Com m on; Mr. W . 
Cowland, Blackboys, Sussex.

A  donation was voted out of the funds of the 
Society to the forthcoming Exhibition.

Mr. H. L . Hayman has generously given three 
volumes of Gibbons’ Im perial Stamp Album  for the 
Permanent Collection, and M r. Reichenheim and Mr. 
Bagshawe have given two volumes each of the Oriel 
Album  to act as supplements.

On the proposition of Mr. Boyes, seconded by 
Mr. Cool, the Secretary was instructed to write a 
suitable letter of congratulation to Sir William Aver)', 
Bart.,* in the name of the Club, on the baronetage 
recently conferred. The new baronet is a  warm 
supporter of the Club.

A  large donation was received from Dr. W ebster 
for the Permanent Collection, and stamps were also 
received from Mr. Boyes, and choice forgeries from 
Lieut.-Colonel Adamson, Mr. F. Reichenheim, and 
M r. Reade for the Forgery Collection.

Business being completed, the members turned to 
the consideration of Mr. Hausburg’s gems, ami 
seldom, if ever, has so complete a collection been 
handed round. Some useful notes were given, and 
Mr. Hausburg explained the deductions which enabled 
him to place the inverted swan (or “  inverted frame,”  
to be strictly accurate) as the first stamp in the eighth 
row on pane t. He also explained its probable 
position on the other panes. A  superb cop y was in 
the collection, as also one of the "squashed Australia”  
variety, an even rarer stamp. The difference between 
the perfectly clean cut, not so clean cut, and rough 
perforations was also lucidly pointed out. T h e  copies 
were all in perfect condition, one of the 2d., mauve, 
1879, calling forth special praise, and the colours of 
sonic of the later issues could not possibly have been 
bettered.

In proposing a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Haus
burg, Mr. Boyes stated that every one saw what the 
lecturer had got, and it would be interesting to know 
if there was anything he had not got. Mr, Wane 
seconded the vote, which was carried with cheers.

Mr. Hausburg suitably replied, and said that there 
was one stamp he did not possess—the is., bistre, of 
1869 ; but, as the result of a conversation with more 
than one chemist on the transmutation of colours, he 
had no special desire to give a long price for this 
stamp.

For some time after the display the members were 
engaged in animated discussion and exchange.

L iv e rp o o l P h ilatelic  S o c ie ty
President: Herbert Woods.
Secretary t W. Halfpenny, 28 Oacey Street, Liverpool.
Meetings: Angel Hotel, Dale Street, Liverpool. 7 p.m.

T h e  usual fortnightly meeting of the above Society 
was held at the Angel Hotel, Dale Street, on Monday, 
20 November. A  good number of members and 
friends were present, and after the usual preliminaries 
had been transacted, a discussion on “  Collecting as a
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H obby”  took place, opened b y  M r. John Hughes. 
This gentleman, who is an ex-President of the Society, 
commenced his remarks by Impressing upon the 
members the advantages of stamp collecting from a 
purely scientific point of view, excluding entirely any 
question of financial interest. He pointed out the use
ful lessons of keen observation and knowledge of 
detail, as well as the more or less unconscious acquisi
tion of history and geography to be gained b y  the 
study of stamps, and then made some interesting and 
amusing comparisons between the earliest published 
catalogues and those o f the present day. Other 
speakers followed, and many valued remarks were 
made, specially by Messrs. Peer and Savage.

A  fine exhibit of the stamps of British Rechuana- 
land and Panama followed. T h e show of Panama 
by Mr. Beer was particularly admired, and that of 
British Bechuanaland by Mr. KocklifT called for con
siderable notice.

Philatelic S o c ie ty  o f V ic to ria
President: W. ft. fiundell.
Secretary : W. Brettscbneider.
Meetings : 128 Bussell Street, Melbourne.

T h e  general meeting o f the abo ve Society was held 
on 19 October, 1905, at eight o'clock, at the rooms, 
128 Russell Street.

Mr. \V. R. Rundell, the President occupied the 
chair, and there was a good attendance of members.

The minutes o f the last general meeting were read 
and confirmed.

The following further contributions to the two col
lections now in course of formation by the Society 
were m ade: Mr. A . J .  Duncan. Australians; Mr. 
Chester, set of current Victoria, £d. to 5s., unused; 
and Messrs. Holroyd and Jackson,"forgeries.

Messrs. Molesworth and Frost having been recom
mended by the Committee, were next balloted for 
and duly elected members of the Society.

The principal business of the evening was, how
ever, the discussion of the rules for the formation of 
a Junior Associates’ Branch of the Philatelic Society 
of Victoria.

The President, in introducing the subject, thanked 
Mr. Jackson, who had taken the lion's share in draft
ing the rules, and then read the rules, which were 
eventually approved of, and are now as follows j—

1. The name of the new branch shall be— “ The  
Junior Associates’ Branch of the Philatelic Society of 
Victoria.”

2. The object shall be to encourage the scientific 
study and collection of postage stamps and exchange 
among members.

3. Young ladies and youths under twenty years

may be elected as members. A g e  limit, twenty-one 
years.

4. Candidates for admission as members must be 
proposed and seconded by members of the Society 
at one ordinary meeting, or the nominations may be 
handed to the Secretary fourteen days before an 
ordinary meeting, and the candidate shall be balloted 
for at the next, three black balls to exclude. The  
names of the candidates and their addresses, together 
with the names of the proposer and seconder, shall 
appear upon the notice paper convening the meeting 
at which the ballot for such candidate shall be held. 
Rejected candidates cannot be again proposed for a 
year after their rejection.

5. The branch shall be governed by the Committee 
of the parent Society.

6. The subscription shall be 2s. per half-year, pay
able in advance.

7. Members will be supplied with the Australian 
Philatelist.

8. Special exchange books will be made up for this 
branch, to which both members of the parent Society 
and the Junior Branch may contribute four sheets for 
each book. These books will be available for mem
bers at the Society's rooms between the hours of 
12.30 and 5.30. All stamps removed must be paid for 
at time of selection.

9. Stamps for sale or exchange must be mounted 
on the Society's sheets, which can be obtained from 
the Secretary at 4d. per dozen. These sheets must 
bear only the name of the owner, and the price of 
each stamp must be legibly marked thereon in ink. 
Also the total amount of the sheets. All stamps must 
be affixed to sheets by means of paper hinges.

10. Reference to the library can be made b y mem
bers of this branch in the presence o f the Secretary 
or a member of the parent Society.

11. That monthly meetings of the Junior Branch 
be arranged for, when a sufficient number are on the 
rolls, and in the meantime any member be permitted 
to attend the general meetings of the parent Society, 
but have no voice in any proposal nor vote on any 
motion brought forward.

12. Five per cent commission will be deducted by 
the Society from the total amount of exchanges.

M r. Littlewood proposed, and Mr. Chester seconded, 
that the rules as read be adopted, which was carried.

The Secretary received instruction to insert a notice 
in two papers drawing attention to the Junior Asso
ciates’ Branch.

The business being now over, Mr. C . B. Donne 
entertained those present with the latest importations 
on Edison's graphophone, which were thoroughly 
enjoyable, and he was accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks.

0
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BRITISH AFRICA POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM.
Owing to the fact that the war in South Africa has caused great attention to be drawn to the stamps of the 

British Possessions on that continent, and to the enormous increase in the number of collectors that has ensued 
from the issue of the W a r Provisionals in Mafeking, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before the public a new and very complete Album, designed for the British Possessions, etc., on 
the African Continent. The Album is designed upon the well-known plan of the Imperial Albums—the stamps 
in numbered spaces of the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the description, full particulars, and 
illustrations on the opposite page. In order to make this a permanent Album we have provided from one to 
four blank pages after each country, thus making the Album available for the issues of many years to come. 
220 pages. Size, 8 | x  inches. Post-free in Great Britain, 10s. 7d.

A VERY HANDSOME PRESENT.
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A  grand packet, every stamp being different and genuine, and thus forming 

a choice collection in itself. ^ 3 ,  post-free and registered.

S ta n le y  G ibbons, L td . , 391 S tra n d , London, W .C .
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EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.—W e  regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I, alt told. B y  
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers' price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward
J. Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
Wells.

Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 
time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by  
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F. Forged ; 
G. Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

OUR PHILATELIC
DECEM BER, 1905
1 1 .  Scottish Philatelic Society (Edinburgh): Great Britain, 

R . Kerr.

12 & i a .  A uction : Glendining and C o ., 7, Argyll Street, 
London. 4.30 p. nu

A uction : Puttick and Simpson, 47, Leicester Square, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

13 . International Philatelic U nion : D isplay—India and 
Ceylon, with Notes by  J .  E .  Heginbottom, b .a .

14 &  is . A uction : Plumridge and Co., 64, Chancery Lane, 
London. 4.45 p.m.

15 . Manchester Philatelic So ciety : Elem entary Discussion— 
Montserrat and S t  Christopher, opened b y  J .  H . Abbott.

R. R eprint; W . Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of V oi. I of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous” page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor b y the earliest post.

DIARY
16. Junior Philatelic So cie ty : B ourse; Paper—“  Hayti for 

Beginners” ; Fred. J .  Melville. Humorous Paper— 
“ On N othing in Particular—E specially  Stam p s"; 
W. E . Imeson. D isp lay—African Colonies I I I : Trans- 
vaa! from 18 78 ; N atal from 1859 ; and Orange River 
Colony.

x8. H en s Philatelic So ciety : D isplay with Notes—Liberia, 
H . L . H aym an, Liverpool. Discussion—Collecting as 
an Investment, opened by  W\ C . T aylor. D isp lay- 
United States.

19 . Leeds Philatelic S o cie ty : Paper by  M r. E . E g ly—“ The
Universal Postal Union : Its History and Progress."

20. Enterprise Philatelic Society (London): Display—Rare
Stam p s; F . W. Lake. Ten-minute Papers—Selected. 
General Sa le  and Exchange.

29. Dundee and D istrict Philatelic S o cie ty : D isplay—Africa, 
Part I I ,  with N o tes; J .  E .  Heginbottom, b. a .

APPROVAL SHEETS AND COLLECTIONS.
N e w  S h e e ts  o f  S ta m p s  fo r  b e g in n e r s  a n d  m ed iu m  c o lle c to rs . W e  h a v e  ju s t  b e e n  a r r a n g in g  o u r  A p pro val 

S h e e ts  o f  S ta m p s  on  a n  e n tire ly  n e w  a n d  m u ch  s im p le r  p lan  th an  fo r m e r ly . T h e  S ta m p s  a r e  m ounted on 
S h e e ts , c o n ta in in g  an  a v e r a g e  o f  too  S ta m p s  p e r  S h e e t . T h e y  a re  a ll a r r a n g e d  in  th e  o r d e r  o f  o u r  N e w  C ata
lo g u e . F ir s t , G r e a t  B r ita in  and th e  C o lo n ie s , th en  a ll F o r e ig n  C o u n tr ie s . T h e s e  S h e e ts  co n ta in  a b o u t 5000 
d iffe ren t S ta m p s, a n d  a  S h e e t  o f  a n y  p a r tic u la r  c o u n tr y  w ill  b e  sen t o n  d e m a n d . T h e  S h e e ts  a r r a n g e d  to date 
a r e  o v e r  fo r ty  in  n u m b e r, a n d  con tain  a ll G re a t  B r ita in  a n d  th e  C o lo n ie s , a n d  a ll F o r e ig n  C o u n tr ie s .

THE VEST STAMP HINGES.
W e  h a v e  ju s t  p re p a re d  a  n ew  s ta m p  h in g e , o f  c o n v e n ie n t  s ize , p u t  u p  in  a ir-tigh t t in  boxes, e ach  con tain in g 

1000 h in g e s  o f  g o o d  to u g h  p ap e r, d o u b ly  g u m m e d , a n d  th u s  e a s ily  p e e la b le . P o s t-fre e , 7 d . p e r  b o x .

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39a Strand, London, W .C.

Printed by W. Brbndon & S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Stanlby  G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
9 December, t90$.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
B y  E D W A R D  J. N A N K IV E L L

B a m ra

BA M R A  is an insignificant little State 
attached to Sambalpur District, Central 

Provinces. Dr. Hunter, in his Gazetteer 
of India, tells us that “ an old road to 
Calcutta, now fallen into disuse, runs 
through from east to west. With this 
exception there is not a single made road 
in the State.”  But Bamra has probably 
made some progress since 1880, when

Dr. Hunter thus summed up its condition, 
for the population, which in 1877 was 
only 53,613, was in 1901 officially given 
as 123,378. Its gross revenue when Dr. 
Hunter wrote was only £fsoo, no military 
force was maintained, and there were 
“  only 7 houses, occupied by 51 persons,”  
returned as of the better sort. Only three 
towns exceeded a population of 1000.
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But it has magnificent sal forests, a tim
ber ranking next in quality to teak, and 
its soil, all awaiting development.

Its Philatelic History
When this insignificant and almost un- 

kntfwn State began to issue postage 
stamps collectors shook their heads and 
fought very shy of them, and it was not 
till Major Evans took up the cudgels in 
its behalf that the chroniclers of new 
issues seriously admitted the curious little 
labels of Bamra to a place in their lists.

Major Evans’s history and defence of 
the first issue is well worth quoting in 
full. It will be found in the Monthly 
Journal, Vol. I, p, 92 :—

Bamra and its stamps appear to have first come 
under the notice of collectors in February, 1890, when 
the Zllustrirtes Jiriefmarken Jo u rn a l  chronicled the 
4 and 8 annas of the first issue, and it is worthy of 
remark that the lower values were not noted till a few 
months later, being- first described, as far as I can 
ascertain, in Ac Timbre-Poste for August of that year.

In the meantime Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co. 
had written to Bamra for a supply of the stamps, and 
the correspondence which passed between the firm 
and the Bamra authorities has so important a bearing 
upon the question of the bona Jides  of those authorities 
in issuing the stamps that I have no hesitation in re
producing it here. The letter asking for a supply of 
stamps was despatched on 28 February, 1890, and 
enclosed a remittance of about £ 10 .  The reply was 
as follows

“  The 21 st April, 189c.
44 F o n t -M o g u e , B a m r a , C .P .

“ S ir ,— In reply to your letter of 28th February, 
1890, I have the honour to say that the postage stamps 
tn the Bamra Feudatory State are not worth the 
purpose you want them for. W e have no machine here 
to stamp them properly; we have got them prepared 
like ordinary tickets by means of the printing press— 
for any one carrying on business. However, w e send 
a sample o f each class for your satisfaction, without 
charging anything for them. W e  return the note 
registered at our own expense.

“ Yours faithfully,
(Signature illegible),

44 Private Secretary to / / . / / .  the Chief o f  Batura.”

T he stamps enclosed were one of each value of the 
first issue. On receipt of this letter Messrs. Stanley, 
Gibbons, and Co. at once wrote off again, enclosing 
cash, and begging that the stamps might be sent. 
In reply they received fifty-nine stamps of the first 
issue, viz. three £ anna, twenty-eight § anna, fifteen 
t anna, eight 2 annas, three 4 annas, and two 8 annas, 
and about eight hundred of the various values of the 
second issue, together with a letter, from which the 
following is an extract:—

•• Bamra, 5.8.90.
“ D e a r  S ir ,—I received your kind letter of 3 July, 

1890, and know that you want postage stamps used
in the Bamra State to value of ------ . The postage
sent you as samples are no longer in use in the State, 
for H..H- the Rajah has been pleased to change them 
into new form. I therefore have herewith sent you 
such numbers o f each kind of stamps as are equal in 
value,** etc. etc.

N ow  I think that these letters are sufficient, even 
if  .there were no further evidence, to disprove the 
assertion that has since been made, to the effect that

398
the stamps of Bamra were produced solely for sale 
to unwary collectors, and that they never had any 
postal use nt all. 1 do not doubt that almost all the 
higher values of the first issue went into the hands 
of collectors and dealers, and that all but a very small 
proportion of subsequent supplies of all values went 
the same w ay. W e  know also that, since the State 
Post Office was absorbed by that of British India 
(and I gather that there must have been a State Post 
Office to be absorbed), remainders and perhaps re
prints have been on sale in the S ta te ; but the fact 
remains that in the early part o f 1890 the Banira 
authorities refused to supply their stamps to an English 
dealer, and actually returned his money, which they 
certainly would not have done if the one object of 
issuing the stamps was to raise money in this way. 
. . .  A s a matter of fact, all the values are scarce- 
in the genuine original type—and, in my experience, 
the scarcest of all is the { anna, and the next scarcest 
the .j anna, the very values that would have been 
used most. The only value of which I ever had an 
opportunity of purchasing an entire sheet was the 
8 annas, and I much regret now that I neglected that 
opportunity, in the belief that entire sheets would 
probably be plentiful later on.

The separate issue of stamps for Banira 
was discontinued in 1894.

1889. Six values. Design type-set, 
inscription in three lines with scroll orna
ment below. Our illustrations show a 
line around these inscriptions, but the 
actual stamps have no frame of any sort. 
There is a delightful array of variations 
of the setting and errors for the specialist, 
but the general collector will be satisfied 
with a sample of each value—if he can 
get them. The stamps were printed in 
black on coloured paper and were issued 
unperforated.

n . u n u
postage

a i 'a c i * ’ /

Iwfieiforate.

1 anna, black on yellow

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

*» ♦» , rose . 15 0
1 ,,  , , deep blue. . 30 O —
2 annas , green . 30 O
4 t. » yellow . . 10 O —
8 , rose . 25 O —

1890. Seven values, in a more elabo
rate design, but still type-set. This 
second issue had a framework with

feudatory
< Postage V

*
s
<•

>>-■
CQ 9 QQQ9 I

K

Half anna

a thick outer line, and the various por
tions of the inscriptions were divided by
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rules. The stamps were printed in black 
on various coloured papers.

Impcr/omte. Unu$ed. Used.

1891. Six values. Design same type, 
but reset. Again printed in black on 
coloured paper.

1  anna, black on rose
s.

. 0
d.
6

5. d.
I O

Imperforate. Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
s. d.

1 » „  green . . 0 2 0 6 1  anna, black on rose . 0 4 —
• ». „  yellow . . 0 3 0 6 J  *t "  green . 0 4 —
2 annas ,, rose-lilac . 0 8 — 2 annas ,, rose . 0 6 I 0
4 .* ,, rose-red . ♦ 3 6 — 4 it n 11 . 1 0 1 6
8 .. , ,  , , ♦ 3 6 — 8 .......................................... ♦ 3 6 —
1 rupee ,, .. ♦ 5 0 — i rupee „  ,, • 3 0 —

( To be continued.)

P L E A S E  N O T E
The P r ic e s  qu o ted  in  the fo reg o in g  a r t ic le  a re  token fro m  our p u b lis h e r s '  la test C a ta lo g u e, a n d  a re , 
therefo re, the P r ic e s  a t Which S t a n le y  G ib b o n s , L t d „  W ill h a te  p le a s u re  in  s u p p ly in g  a n y  o f  the 
sta m p s that m a y b e  needed b y  a n y  o f  o u r re a d e rs .

STAMPS TO LOOK FOR
B y  Rev. T. C. W A L T O N ,  M.A.

(Continued from page 386)
Canada
'T 'H E  name “ Canada” is believed to have 
4 its origin in an Indian word, “  Kan- 

natha,’’ meaning a village or collection of 
huts. It is supposed that Jacques Cartier, 
hearing the term used by the Indians in 
connexion with their settlements, applied 
it to the whole of the country. The said 
Cartier was a French sailor who, between 
1534 and 1541, made three voyages of 
discovery to North America. A picture of 
his head appears on the iod., blue, of the
1852-7 issue and on the 17 c ., blue, of the 
issue of 1859. The former is valued at 
35s. used and £ 1 2  unused, while the 
latter may be bought for 4s. used or 20s. 
unused.

The6d.,purple-black,and i2d., black,of 
1851, the first issue, are among the world’s 
rarest stamps. They have changed hands 
at ^ 3 °  and ^ 7 5  unused respectively.

1851. 1851.

All the Canadian issues up to the year 
1858, with one or two exceptions, are rare. 
A collection of the Dopiinion stamps

which date from 1868 would involve no 
great outlay. Its completion would not 
take long, nor would it entail much 
trouble. As a portrait gallery of the late 
Queen Victoria, it ranks an easy first

1852-7.

amongst the many colonies of the British 
Empire, and the reputation of Canada for 
portraiture is still maintained in its fine 
representation of King Edward in the 
current issue.

Cape of Good Hope
Recently we had occasion to describe 

the 4d., red, and the id., blue, errors in 
the wood-engraved provisional issue of

1861.
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1861. The former has realized £ $ 2 ,  
while the latter, unknown in an unused 
condition, has been sold for ^ 54 . All the 
woodblock series of 1861 are very rare 
unused, and even used they are worth 
from ^ '3  to .£8 each.

Other rarities are the 1882, provisional 
surcharged issue, id. on 3d., black and 
claret, wmk.‘ Crown CC, and the 5s., 
orange-yellow, of 1883, vvmk. Crown CA.

Ceylon

Ceylon, in 1857-9, issued a series of 
which several have become great rarities. 
The palm, however, rests with the 4d., 
dull rose, which, unused, sold for ^ 13 0  
a dozen years and more ago. The other 
gems of the series are the 8d., deep 
yellow-brown, the gd., lilac-brown, the 
is.gd., yellow-green, and the 2s., blue.

All the issues up to 1867 are valuable, 
and, with them, the 1885 series of sur
charged stamps.

>857-9-
Cyprus

The British occupation of Cyprus dates 
from 1878. The current stamps of Great 
Britain, with the overprint C y p r u s , were 
issued in 1880. The reader will remem
ber that the 2id., blue-rose, of this series 
was given away with the second number 
of Gibbons Stamp Weekly. Its catalogue 
value, unused, is 4d. The id ., rose, 4d., 
pale-green, 6d., grey, and is., green, are 
very scarce.

The id. red, overprinted C y p r u s , 

and with its equivalent of 30 p a r a s , 

appeared in 1881. A specimen with double 
surcharge, one inverted, is the rarest of 
Cyprus stamps. It is catalogued at £ 8  
unused and £ 6  used.

Gambia

Embossed stamps were the rule in Gam
bia for nearly thirty years. In an unused 
condition they are extremely attractive, 
but care should be taken lest the embossed 
head should be crushed between the leaves

of an album. • The first two issues are 
valuable, used or unused, while the 1880

1859.

issue is by no means common, especially 
in the case of the 4d., 6d., and is.

Heligoland
Great Britain ceded Heligoland (Holy 

Land) to Germany in 1890. Up to 1867 
the stamps of Hamburg were used. In 
that year a special series was issued. 
Other series followed down to the year 
1879. Most of these, if genuine, are rare. 
Unfortunately, reprints of these stamps 
have been made over and over again. 
Forged postmarks have also been added 
in many cases to enhance the value. The 
reader may, therefore, take warning, and 
b.eware of sets offered at a few shillings. 
The safe way is not to buy a Heligo
land stamp except from a reliable firm 
of stamp dealers, or after examination 
by an expert.

1867. 1875.

Hong Kong
There are few rarities in Hong Kongs. 

The 96 c., yellow-brown, of 1865, and 
the 18 c., lilac, of 1867, are among the 
number. Some of the early surcharged 
issues are mounting up in price, as is 
also the case with the 10 c. on 30 c., 
green, with small Chinese surcharge, of
1898.

Malta
At first sight it seems strange that 

Malta should be represented by a stamp 
of the face value of id. for a quarter of a 
century. True, the stamp underwent 
certain changes of shade and paper, and 
perforation and watermark. Neverthe
less the fact remains that the id. value
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was the only value printed. How, then, 
was correspondence with the world out
side prepaid ? Briefly thus : Current 
stamps of Great Britain of face value 
from id. to is. were sent out to be used 
for ex-insular correspondence. Letters 
received from outside were distributed 
by the Maltese Post Office at a charge of 
one halfpenny', and the Id., buff, of i860 
was used for prepaying this rate. This 
stamp on blued paper, perf. 14, is a rarity.

18 6 1.

Mauritius
What stamp collector has not heard of 

the id. and 2d. p o s t  o f f i c e  Mauritius 
stamps? Of all stamps, they are the 
rarce aves. H. R. H. The Prince of 
Wales paid ^850 for a specimen of the 
id., red, and ^ 1450  for the 2d., blue. 
Thirty years ago these, stamps might 
have been bought for some four pounds 
each; and now they are the sort of things 
one dreams about but never sees. Origin
ally 500 of each value were printed, but 
they were in use for a few days only. 
Some twenty-two or twenty-three copies 
are known to exist, and these are mainly 
in the hands of collectors in Great Britain 
and France.

1847.

Mauritius is undoubtedly a preserve of 
the “ Great Mogul.” No philatelist, unless 
he have unlimited means, can hope to 
form a full collection of its issues. The 
history of the 2  c e n t s  surcharged on 13c., 
slate, in 1887 is interesting reading. The 
stock of 2 c., green, of the 1885 issue 
had run very low. A number of 13 c., 
slate, were therefore sent off to the printer 
to be surcharged with the value wanted. 
The printing was so badly done that the 
work was stopped when some twenty

sheets, of 120 stamps each, had been thus 
surcharged. The ship bringing a fresh 
supply of 2 c. stamps was signalled at 
this juncture. Unfortunately sickness on 
board caused a delay of some four hours in 
the landing of the mails. The last 2 c., 
green, was sold and the postal officials 
were compelled to fall back on the badly 
printed surcharged stamps until the new 
supply of 2 c. could be brought from the 
ship. Some forty or sixty of the pro
visional surcharged stamps were sold. 
The rest were bought by dealers.

New Brunswick
The whim of a Postmaster-General was 

responsible for the appearance of a stamp 
w'hich has now become a great rarity. 
The currency of New Brunswick was 
changed from “ pence”  to “ cents.” A 
new issue of stamps was therefore ordered, 
and Mr. Charles Connell, the said Post
master-General, conceived the idea of

i860.

having his own portrait represented on 
the 5  c e n t s  value. The design was dis
approved, and another, bearing a design 
of the head of our late Queen Victoria, 
was substituted. Five hundred thousand 
of the “  Connell ” 5 cents are said to have 
been printed. Most of these must have 
been destroyed, as there are not many 
copies known. The stamp has changed 
hands for ^37 . It is now catalogued 
at £ jp .

Newfoundland
For picturesqueness, give me a collec

tion of “  Newfoundlands.”  Heraldic 
emblems, seals and fishes, dogs and

■ 857-
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ships, are here ; and what portrait gallery 
of four generations can be produced to 
equal that of the 1897-1901 issue?

Unfortunately the first few issues are 
out of the reach of the average collector ; 
but a collection of the stamps issued 
during the last thirty-three years is not 
to be despised.

Among the rarities 1 note the qd., scarlet, 
vermilion, of 1857, sold for ^ 32 . 10s., and 
the 6d. of the same issue, which has 
realized ^30 .

New South Wales
A short account of the world-famed 

Sydney Views has already appeared in 
an article of mine on pages 88 and 89 of

Vol. I. A block of five of the id., red, 
was sold by auction a few months ago in 
London for ^ 235. Undoubtedly this 
country must remain the preserve of the 
rich specialist. Nor is money the only 
requisite. A knowledge of dies and paper 
and perforation is of paramount im
portance for a successful study of the 
minute differences which exist in many of 
the stamps.

( To be continued’.)

INGLE-NOOK YARNS
“ JIM  SLIN GSBY, P H IL A T E L IST ”

By C. RAYMOND MEGSON
'T 'H E  good ship Umsloopa lay idly in 

1  the East India Dock, waiting for 
the tide. Her white hull shone resplen
dent amidst the grey surroundings. The 
shore gang had been “ paid off,”  and 
though having quenched the thirst born 
of arduous toil, still lingered in the 
“ Bremen Arm s” with glass and pipe. 
And as they thus sat, Jim Slingsby, 
lighterman, entered. Jim, though of 
somewhat irascible disposition, was pos
sessed of a rugged honesty and bluff 
moral courage which doubtless accounted 
for the high esteem in which he was held 
by these dock workers.

“  ’Ow goes it, mates? ”  said he, as he 
called for a drink.

“ Orright,”  replied Dick Derry, a winch- 
man. “  Ship ’as shut aht, and we’ve bin 
working overtime to get her away to
night’s tide.”

“ That’s a bit of all right,”  responded 
Jim. “ Things is a bit brighter than they 
was last year at this time and men he 
emptied his glass.

“  ’Ave another, Jim ? ”  said Dick.
“  No, thanks, mate ; I’ll wait till I gets 

’ome to my missus and kid,” was Jim ’s 
rejoinder.

“ Go on, Jim, ’ave another,”  said 
several voices.

“ ’Avn’t I said ‘ N o’ ? When I sez 
‘ No ’ I means ‘ No,’ and not * Yes,’ ”  re
plied Jim, visibly annoyed. “ And it 
would be more sarviceable to some o’ 
you and your families if yer didn’t spend 
so much time ’ere, but got ’ome.”

There was a short silence after the 
delivery of this moral advice; then an 
adipose specimen of humanity, who had 
sipped not wisely, but too well, ejaculated 
in guttural tones, “ What’s good gettin’ 
’ome? Mis’able place. Missus cross, nip
per crying; mis’able place—wish wasn’t.”

“  P ’raps yer don’t try to make it ’appy,” 
said Jim.

“  P ’raps, p’raps not. ’Ow can I make 
it ’appy, eh ? ” he queried.

“  Easy; easy as sailing. Consider your 
wife—have something to take an interest 
in. Collect—don’t matter what—but col
lect. Me and my nipper collects postage 
stamps. Stamps is fine things. There’s 
the hunt for ’em, the beaut}’ of ’em, the 
value of ’em, and the edicational advan
tages. And that’s ’ow yer makes life a bit 
’appier” ; and Jim looked at his audience 
as if challenging some one to gainsay him.
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“ Don't want no ed’cation,” said Jim’s 
opponent; “ ’sides, go school if I did. 
And ’sides, don’t b’lieve stamps ed’cate. ”

These remarks nettled Jim, who, diving 
into his breast pocket, produced from it 
an envelope. Shaking out some stamps, 
he separated them with his grimy fingers. 
“ 'Ere’s proof,” he said. “ Look 'ere— 
Canada, 2 cents. That shows Canada 
is a cold place, ’cos the King 'as ’is fur 
overcoat on.”

“ Let’s ’ave a look,” said an interested 
spectator, and making a grab at the stamp 
in question, doubled up the corners.

“  Be careful ; you’ve creased it, and 
that crease’ll always show white,” said 
Jim.

“ Sorry, mate,” replied the culprit. 
“  Put a daub o’ red ink along the crease.”

Jim picked up another stamp. “  Look 
'ere, ‘ United States of America, Colum
bus in sight of land, 1492— 1892.’ ”

“  Does that mean Columbus in sight o’ 
land right along from 1492 to 1892 ? He’d 
be jolly 'ungrv if he didn’t go down below 
to ave no breakfast," said another spec
tator jocosely.

“ No,” said Jim, ignoring the laugh 
which followed this speech. “ That's 
the period when they was in use. And 
now I’ve shown you a bit of the lam
ing you can get from ’em, I’d just like 
to say, yer never know when a chap may 
'ave to undergo a survey, so to speak, or 
go into dry dock for repairs, as I might 
say, and stamps would help pay expenses. 
I keeps all my duplicates ; I’ve got lots 
o f’em with the Queen’s head on. They’ve 
gone aht o’ fashion, and consequently are 
getting valuabler every day.” And Jim 
replaced the stamps in the envelope, and 
bade his friends good night.

When he reached home he found his 
wifecrying. “  Cheero 1 ” hesaid. “ What’s 
up.”

“  Ahr little Jimmy is awful bad,” she 
responded through her tears. The father 
rushed to his son’s bedroom, and found 
the little fellow moaning with pain, and, 
after catechizing him awhile, found that

he had been at the breaking-up festivi
ties at school, where there had been a 
plentiful supply of apples and nuts.

“ Never mind,” said Jim, caressingly; 
“  I’ll show yer some stamps I’ve got for 
you.”

“  Don’t want to see none. I wants 
to die,” tearfully ejaculated Jim’s olive 
branch.

Deeming the little fellow must be very 
ill not to want to see new stamps, Jim 
went for the doctor, with whom he re
turned without loss of time.

With furrowed brow, watch in hand, 
and holding little Jim ’s pulse, the doctor 
diagnosed the case, and predicted the 
boy’s recovery in a fortnight.

On the doctor’s last visit he discovered 
Jim Slingsby busily engaged with several 
little piles of stamps. The doctor was an 
enthusiastic stamp collector himself, and 
asked to be permitted to look at the 
specimens. At a glance he perceived 
they were only common stamps, about 
five hundred in all, and worth little more 
than a shilling.

“  WThat are you going to do with 
these? ” he queried.

“ Sell ’em,” Jim replied. “ I thought 
as ’ow they might come in a bit useful to 
help pay extra expense of my little nipper’s 
illness.”

The doctor’s eyes kindled with merri
ment. “  Suppose,”  said he, rather hesi
tatingly, “ suppose, for instance, they paid 
the doctor’s bill, would you be satisfied ? ”

“  I think I should,” slowly replied Jim.
“  Well, Mr. Slingsby, if it will be all the 

same to you, and you will be quite satisfied, 
I will take them as my fee. I collect 
stamps.”

Jim expressed his entire approval of 
such an action, and, placing the stamps 
in an envelope, gave them to the doctor, 
who transferred them to his inside pocket.

As Jim Slingsby sat by the fire after 
the doctor’s departure, he said to his wife, 
“ This’ll prove to them blokes at the 
docks that there’s value in stamps as well 
as edication.”

THE YOUNG COLLECTOR’S  PACKET.
No. 66, 500 varieties* is strongly recommended as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamp? ever 

offered—the Stamps could not be bought separately for three times the marvellously low price at which it is 
now offered. The Stamps, etc., are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. The best 500 varieties in 
the trade. 4s. td., post-free.

S t a n le y  G ibbon s, L t d .,  391 S tra n d , Lond on, W .C .
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
By CORNELIUS W RIN KLE
Labuan Redivivus
H-e r e ’s an unexpected bit of good news, 
published in The Times of this morning 
(7 December, 1905), which will be re
ceived with a “ Hip, hip, hurrah !’ ’ by 
philatelists all over the world :—

An agreement has been concluded with the Sultan 
of Brunei which provides for the appointment of a 
British Resident with powers to control the general 
administration of the State. As a matter of con
venience in giving effect to this arrangement, it has 
been decided that His Majesty’s Government shall 
resume the responsibility for the government of the 
Crown Colony of Labuan, the administration of which 
has been entrusted for some years to the British North 
Borneo Company.

A  commission has been issued to Sir John Anderson,
k . c . m . g . ,  Governor of the Straits Settlements and 
High Commissioner for the Federated Malay States, 
appointing him to be Governor of Labuan in addition 
to his present duties.

The new arrangement will come into force on t 
January next.

Which means that the North Borneo Co. 
will no longer control the postal issues 
of Labuan and play its characteristically 
peculiar pranks with the stamps.

It means, of course, that Labuan will 
now be provided, as a Crown Colony, 
with a series of De La Rue King's Heads. 
It probably will also mean that Labuans, 
which, before the North Borneo Co. blight 
set in, were very popular amongst stamp 
collectors, will resume their place in phila
telic estimation.

If our catalogues could make up their 
minds to wipe out the North Borneo 
rubbish, i.e. all so-called Labuan stamps 
commencing with 1894 up to the revival 
of Crown Colony control, they would do 
much to place Labuans on their feet 
again. As a collector of British Colonials, 
I shall certainly exclude the North Borneo 
rubbish from my Labuan pages, and I 
should imagine that most sane collectors 
will do the same.
North Borneo Cancelled Rubbish 
It was a nasty knock that Gibbons gave 
the North Borneo Co. stuff when it made 
three columns of prices for Labuans, 
namely, one column for unused, the next 
for genuinely used, and a third column for 
the “  cancelled-to-order ” rubbish supplied 
by the North Borneo Co. from its London 
office, and which, though cancelled, never 
did postal duty of any sort. It was a 
neat and effective exposure.

Stamp-collecting Detectives 
W hen I called at Gibbons a few days 
since I suddenly found myself surrounded 
with an atmosphere of suspicion. When 
I penetrated to the sanctum sanctorum of 
the ManagingDirector I found that worthy 
head to head—not tete-beche — with a de
tective, both of them looking as mysterious 
and knowing as they could. Then the 
boss of the show turned round and, recog
nizing me, popped this circular into my 
hands. “  Read that," says he.

Yesterday a mail bag o f registered letters was stolen 
from Southampton Street Post Office containing thirty- 
five registered letters from our firm to clients, most 
of which had enclosures of approval sheets of a 
hundred stamps each, or of a small blue-covered 
book containing six to twenty-four leaves of paper 
and stamps of various kinds, to the total value of 
several hundred pounds. In some of these letters 
there were also cheques to the value of over one 
thousand two hundred pounds.

Below we attach a  list of a few of the rarest stamps 
which we could identify. If any of these are offered to 
you, will you kindly detain the person offering them 
and, if necessary, call in a constable, and communicate 
with us at once by telephone or telegraph ?

Here is the list of the stolen stamps. 
They are a nice desirable little lot, of 
which any thief might, but probably would 
not, be proud :—
British East Africa. 18 9 1: £ anna on 2 annas, ver

milion, error value spelt a n n a s . Dated “  Mom
basa Feb. 30 ‘91.**

Canada. 1852: 6d., purple, unused; 6d., purple-black, 
unused ; 6d., dull purple, unused, thick paper. 

Cape. Triangular is., pale yellow-green, unused. 
Ceylon. 9d., wmk. Star, imperf., large margins, and 

of an uncommon shade.
Tasmania. 18 5 3 : id., light blue, unused; id., dark 

blue, unused. 1856 : id., brick-red, no wmk., 
thick paper, unused; 2d., emerald-green, no 
wmk., unused. 1870: tod., black, strip of three 
from bottom of sheet, showing marginal wmk. cf 
part of NEW SOUTH w a l e s  ; tod., black, error no 
wmk., original gum .

Zanzibar. 1 rupee, grey, error “ Zanzidar,”  unused. 
Shanghai. 18 7 3: 1 c. on 6 c., slate, surcharge in red, 

unused.
United States. September, 1861: 5  c., ochre, and 5 c., 

brown-ochre, both unused and one with full gum. 
A  good selection of old Ceylon stamps, strong in the 

pence issues.

All Restored
I n  the afternoon when I returned to take 
the temperature of 391 Strand, I learnt 
that the curtain had been rung down. 
The thief had inspected his haul, and find
ing that it contained nothing better than 
crossed cheques and rubbishy old postage 
stamps, popped the lot into a brown paper 
parcel and left it on a post-office counter. 
And so, all’s well that ends well!
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NEW ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to hie readers i f  they will help hint with the earliest possible information com erring 

new issues News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD 11. NANKiVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Writ*.

Cuba.— The Metropolitan Philatelist (New York) 
says:—

“ The one cent of the new printing” is now in active 
circulation. The difference in the new print consists 
in the label bearing the value, which now has the 
corners cut off; in the first issue the ends were square.”

Per/,
r centavo, green.

Denmark. — In August last, page 105, we chronicled 
a 4 ore in a new design. E ve n 's  Weekly Stamp News 
now announces the receipt of two more values, 
1 ore and 15 6re, of this type. This is getting a little 
confusing, for this figure type and the portrait design 
seem to be getting mixed up, and the question arises 
which is to be the permanent type. However, we 
will recapitulate and set out the issues up to date.

Wmk. Crown. Per/.
x Ore, violet. 
4 ,, blue.

*5 n yellow.

Wmk, Cream. Per/. 
xo Ore, scarlet, 
ao ,, blue.
95 ,, sepia.
50 ,, violet, 

xoo „  yellow-brown.

Ja m a ic a .— Mr. Ewen sends us the £d. Arms type 
on multiple C A  paper. This is the first of the Arms 
type on multiple C  A  paper.

IVmk. Multiple C A . Per/.
^d., green and blaclc.

M a la y  S ta te s .— E v e n s  Weekly Stamp News is 
informed that the 5  c., on yellow paper, chronicled on 
the authority of a contemporary three months ago,

has not been issued, and adds that there are good 
grounds for believing that it has not yet been printed. 
W e  also chronicled this stamp (see p. 121 of the 
current vol. of G. S. IF.)- The original authority seems 
to have been Messrs. Th. Champion and Co.

N orth ern N ig e r ia .— Mr. Ewen has sent us all the 
values up to and including the 2s. 6d. stamp on 
multiple C A  paper.

Wmk. Multiple C A . Per/.
Ad., purple and green, 
id . „  carmine.
2d. „  orange.
*Ad. ., blue.
3d. ,, brown.
6d. ,, mauve,
i s . ,  green and black, 
as. 6d. ,, blue.

Philippin es.— The Washington correspondent of 
the Metropolitan Philatelist (New York) w rites:—

“ The question whether the new Philippine stamps 
will be printed in Manila or in the Bureau of Engrav
ing and Printing here in Washington, is still in abey
ance. The matter will be definitely settled when word 
is received from the director of posts in the Philip
pines. As stated in these notes last spring, it was the 
purpose of the Insular Bureau to send the plates to 
Manila and have the stamps printed there, thus doing 
away with the necessity of shipping hundreds of 
gummed sheets of stamps across the ocean through a 
moist atmosphere which appeared to have a consoli
dating effect on the bunch of stamps. Now Mr. Leech, 
the public printer at Manila, discovers that the printing 
of postage stamps requires different machinery than is 
found in the ordinary printing office, and he is hedging 
and says that perhaps after all, the stamps had better 
be printed in Washington and sent to Manila with 
waxed paper between each sheet. Nothing has been 
heard thus far from the die proofs which were sent 
something over a month ago to Manila.”

T rin id a d .— W e  have received the is. of the current 
series on multiple C A  paper.

Wmk. Multiple C A . Per/. 
is ., black and blue on yellow paper.



406 GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY

MISCELLANEOUS
The Changes in Colonial Stamps
T h e  remarkable and unexpected changes in the 
manufacture of our colonial postage stamps have 
created a sensation that it is idle to ignore. Every  
reader of the philatelic journals, or frequenter of 
stamp-collecting circles, recognizes that a new order 
of things has been created which may be of far- 
reaching consequence as regards Philately.

F or many years the flow of Colonial varieties 
meandered on peacefully, and the change of the per
forations from 12.I to 14, and subsequently that of the 
watermark from C C  and Crown to C  A , being spread 
over a  fair number of years, gave collectors a liberal 
amount of breathing time. The death of the Queen, 
however, naturally called forth a sweeping change 
o f design which it was fondly hoped would continue 
without much alteration as long as His Majesty should 
be spared to reign over us. This peaceful dream, 
however, has been ruthlessly ended by the unlooked- 
for apparition of the multiple watermark, and this 
again is threatened with a short life b y the apparent 
intention of Messrs. De La Rue to adopt the chalk
surfaced paper. W e  have in some Colonies already, 
and m ay well have ere long in all, three, if not four, 
distinct varieties— all rapidly succeeding each other 
and doubtless frequently overlapping, i.e. King's  
Head watermark C A  and Crown, K ing’s Head multi- 
pie watermark, K ing's Head (possibly) watermark 
C A  and Crown on chalky paper, K ing 's Head multi
ple watermark on chalky paper. Such a prospect 
extended over the vast quantities of stamps issued 
for Great Rritain and the Colonies, may well give  us 
all cause to think both furiously and frequently. For  
the general collector there is obviously only one 
course— he must be taught in his albums and cata
logues to collect simply Queen’s Heads and K in g’s 
Heads—including only any changes of design or 
colour—and to ignore everything else.

For the specialist it is however “ quite another pair 
of sleeves.”  He may well hesitate whether he should 
leave K ing's Heads alone, collect them and nothing 
else, or else, as we fear many are doing, speculate in 
all the later issues in the hope of getting out at the 
top story, and perhaps letting others in at the bot
tom. W e  are not of the opinion, held apparently by 
a good many, that all recent issues are bound to be 
valuable, but there are doubtless some already, and 
apparently there will be many more, caused by these 
recent rapid changes, that will appreciate rapidly, 
and, in some instances, become valuable stamps. It 
should, however, be borne in mind by the “ rushers- 
in ”  that these will be the exceptions and not the rule, 
and that it generally takes a long time before a stamp 
is—so to say—crystallized into a practical cash con
vertible value. Stamps, like men, are rarely appre
ciated at their true value until they have long passed 
out of existence. The “ investment”  in recent issues 
may, therefore, well be one for the benefit o f posterity, 
but the average man far more enjoys the spending of 
his moneys than their settlement for that of his de
scendants.

Briefly, however, the values o f colonial issues are 
in the melting pot, and it remains to be seen how far 
they will resolve themselves into their constituent 
elements— and how much gold will be found among 
the dross!

M r . C a s t l e  in the London Philatelist.

Specimen Stamps

AT the desire of a gentleman holding a prominent 
position in the philatelic world we give publicity to 
the remarks following, in the hope that the queries 
therein contained may elicit some response :—

“ W hen a country belonging to the International 
Postal Union decides on issuing a new postage stamp, 
a number of copies of the proposed stamp, usually 
overprinted ‘ Specimen,* are forwarded to the Inter
national Postal Bureau at Berne, to be by that body 
distributed amongst the other countries in the Union. 
Presumably these specimen copies are sent out for the 
purposes of informing the P.O. officials that the new 
stamp is a bona fid e  Government issue, and for subse
quent reference. Three copies o f each specimen 
stamp have been in this manner forwarded to the 
P .M .G . of the United Kingdom for several years 
past. W here are they all now ? Have they all been 
carefully conserved in a Post Office Official Collection 
in London, or does such a collection exist? Or have 
they been distributed, one copy to England, one to 
Scotland, and one to Ireland, as would appear to be 
the intention of the Bureau at Berne in sending them? 
A  complete collection of these specimen stamps, with 
the dates of arrival, would form an exceedingly in
teresting and valuable philatelic record. If it does 
not exist, public property has been lost. The matter 
is certainly worthy of the attention of our P .M .G .”  

From the London Philatelist.

Ioterest in Philately

1 HAVE no intention of discussing for the ninth time 
why people should take an interest in Philately. But 
I have frequently been puzzled, when reading that 
this country's issues are interesting, or that country's 
issues are of no philatelic interest, to discern what 
is exactly meant by the word “ interesting,”  and 
this is an attempt to analyse the meaning of the 
word, and to define what constitutes “ interest** in 
stamps as generally accepted.

The question can be treated either deductively or 
inductively— by finding out (on a priori grounds) why 
certain stamps should be interesting; or b y taking a 
number of admittedly interesting countries and en
deavouring to ascertain what are the qualities in them 
which arouse interest. I shall confine myself for the 
most part to the latter method.

But, at the outset, it is not so easy as it would 
appear to compile a list of countries whose stamps 
are interesting—a list at any rate that will satisfy 
every one. There are many, e .g . Great Britain, 
France, United States of America, Australian Colonies, 
W est Indian Colonies, North American Colonies, 
which every one, I imagine, will admit to be inter
esting. But there are others, such as Kashmir and 
Afghanistan, which, though they are deeply interest
ing to a few, have no interest for the many. Never
theless, though these cannot be considered popular or 
generally interesting, owing probably to the language 
of their inscriptions, yet I think most people will 
allow that to those who study them they are of great 
interest; and defining “ interesting”  as meaning 
“ capable of inspiring interest,”  we may admit them 
in our list o f interesting countries. Considering then 
the list of countries mentioned, I will endeavour to
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extract the qualities which may be presumed to give 
their interest:—

(1) Beauty of design or workmanship.
(2) Historical interest, i.e. their capacity for showing

the history of a nation (cf. the stamps of the 
Transvaal, France, etc.). Under this head we 
might also include the quasi-sentimenlal in
terest attached to the first adhesive stamps 
issued (those of Great Britain).

(3) Quaintness and oddity of design (including pic
torial issues).

(4) Connexion with some interesting incident, such
as Mafekings, the Connell stamp, etc.

(5) What may be termed philatelic interest, i.e. the
opportunity for exercising research, through 
varieties of design, paper, watermark, per
foration, etc.

Very few, if any, stamps combine all these qualities; 
a few possess none of them. None of the first four 
qualities given seem sufficient in themselves to render 
a country interesting to the philatelist. I am not quite 
sure whether historical interest would be sufficient. 
I can think of no stamps of this sort which, as a matter 
of fact, are not of interest (save perhaps the stamps 
showing the change of North Borneo to a British 
Protectorate); but as it happens, all of these possess 
philatelic interest as well, and it is to the latter probably 
that they owe most of their charm. Beauty is not 
enough, or Borneo and some of the Seebeck issues 
should be high up on the M<t. Nor is ugliness and 
c^uaintness sufficient, otherwise some of the later 
French Colonial issues would attract more attention.

The last quality', the capacity lor philatelic research, 
would then appear to be the essential one for an 
interesting series o f stamps. And yet this, by' itself, 
doe« not seem to suffice. The issues of Bussahir, and 
some of the later surcharges of French and Portuguese 
Colonies, are three cases where there is a large area 
for philatelic research, but few would admit these 
issues to be interesting. The term “  interesting "  as 
used nowadays b y philatelists seems to imply the 
necessity of philatelic respectability ; the stamps must 
have been issued to satisfy postal needs. If this be 
not the case, they are but philatelic outcasts, or 
admitted only to the fringe of society'.

There are many issues which are of doubtful interest 
philntelically. Surcharges appear to be regarded with 
disfavour, as a rule, and to be admitted rather under 
protest. But the treatment of these is not altogether 
consistent. I have seen some varieties of the sur
charges on Indian Native States noted as interesting, 
and other.1*, to my mind, of very much the same stand
ing, dismissed as being of no interest. The Orange

River Colony V .R .I . surcharges have attracted a 
good deal of attention, though I am not sure that the 
interest here was purely philatelic ; it was doubtless 
necessary to some extent and partly sentimental. 
Fashion has, I believe, considerable intlucnce in de
veloping the interest of a country’s stamps. Not that 
fashion could make an uninteresting stamp perma
nently interesting ; but when attention lias been called 
to a country, numbers of students discover that the 
country is an interesting one, and I have no doubt 
that many issues now dubbed uninteresting, would be 
found full of real philatelic interest if they were studied 
more. »

T o  sum up, for stamps to be interesting they should 
apparently

(1) give opportunity for philatelic research ;
(2) be respectable;

and if they have other qualities, so much the better 
for them.

I am inclined to add from my own point of view, 
that there should be approximate finality about 
them. T he existence of numerous varieties and the 
search for them is one of the most attractive features 
of stamp collecting; but if there was a prospect of 
their being multiplied indefinitely the interest would 
quickly wane. It would wane for most people too, 
if all the gaps were filled u p ; there is a certain amount 
of pleasure in gloating over a well-filled page con
taining all that can be got together; but pursuit is 
more exhilarating than possession, and my ideal 
country is one that is always nearing completion, but 
always leaving a little more to acquire. I prefer a 
Jiving country to a dead one.
J .  E. C h a m b e r l a in  in the Philatelic Jo u rn a l o f India. 

Multiples

T hat wretched word multiple" has taken such a 
hold in England that it is now used to the entire ex
clusion of •‘ many,'* “ several,”  “ a lot,”  “ plenty of,”  
and so on. It gets on some people’s nerves, and others 
“  have it on the brain.”

The following sample will show what I mean.
Qne of the philatelic societies— I will not specify 

which—had an excursion, and one of the members 
described it something like this :—

“ W e ’d multiple teas with multiple jam,
And multiple chicken with multiple ham.
And multiple sugars and multiple milks,
W ith multiple ladies in multiple silks.
W ith multiple servants of multiple kinds,
W ith multiple drinks for multiple minds."

“ T ancked” in the Philatelic Jo u rn a l o f India.
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APPROVAL S H E E T S  AND COLLECTIONS.
New Sheets of Stamps for beginners and medium collectors. W e  have just been arranging our Approval 

Sheets of Stamps on an entirely new and much simpler plan than formerly. The Stamps are mounted on 
Sheets, containing an average of rco Stamps per Sheet. T hey arc all arranged in the order of our New Cata
logue. First, Great Britain and the Colonies, then all Foreign Countries. These Sheets contain about 5000 
different Stamps, and a Sheet of any particular country will be sent on demand. The Sheets arranged to date 
are over forty in number, and contain all Great Britain and the Colonies, and all Foreign Countries.

THE CENTURY ALDUM.
Including a full Descriptive Catalogue, and illustrated with several thousand full-sized reproductions of the 

Stamps. In one volume, 622 pages. Size of each page, iox 13 inches. Printed on one side of the paper only, 
catalogue and illustrations cn the left, and spaces to correspond on the t ight-hand pages. All minor varieties 
of perforation, watermark, and type arc omitted, and only such varieties are included as can be distinguished 
by the young philatelist. Space has been provided for some 18,coo stamps, and provision made for new' issues 
by the insertion of numerous blank pages. Post-free, 13s. 4d.

S t a n le y  G ibbon s, L td ., 391 S tra n d , Lon d on , W . C .
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THE STAMP KING
By G. DE BEAUREGARD a n d  H. DE GORSSE
Translated from  the French by EDITH C. PHILLIPS

C H A P T E R  X X V II  (continued)

Showing how one may always leave something 
to chance.

W IL L IA M  K E N IS S  took from his pocket the 
stamp he had bought a short time before for 
five cents and handed it to Miss Hetty.

"  This belongs to you by virtue of jour agreement,” 
he said.

“ The Hrahmapootra stamp ! ” she 
cried.

“ Yes, Miss Betty. Now confess 
that you did not expect to get it 
this evening.”

“ No, indeed I didn’t ;  but where 
did you find it?*’

“ Oh, there is a little story at
tached to it, which I will tell you 
after dinner.”

“ No, no! A t once, at o n c e !” 
cried with touching unanimity all 
the members of the Philatelic Club, 
who, hardly able to believe their 
eyes, had risen to their feet to gain 
a closer view of the rarity. So the 
Stamp K ing was forced to comply, 
and to recount how he had found 
the Hrahmapootra stamp in New  
Yo rk  after having sought it so long 
and so far. And there was a general 
feeling of stupefaction when he an
nounced the price he had paid for 
it—five cents.

T h ey now left the table to return 
to the drawing-room, and Miss Hetty 
took advantage of the occasion to 
thank her rival, and havingexpressed 
her gratitude, she added—

“  But all the same, you must 
deeply regret the fact of having 
burned Prince Albrandi's receipt.”

“ Oh, Miss Betty, how can you 
think of such a th in g !"

“  Your collection is now no longer 
unique! ”

“ w h at does that matter, so long 
as you are pleased?”

“  Now, don’t pretend to be better 
than you are, but just confess that 
at the bottom of your heart you are 
a little bit disappointed; just a little 
tiny b it? ”

“  Right away at the very bottom, 
th en ! ”

“ There, you s e e !” Then with 
downcast eyes and in the lowest of 
whispers she added—

“ There might perhaps be one 
w ay out of the difficulty.”

“ A  w ay out? ”
“  Yes, if our two collections were 

for the future to form—but o n e?"
William Keniss understood, and seizing Betty s 

little hand he rapturously pressed it to his lips.
“ Ah, what happiness!” he murmured. “ You are 

the most charming of friends, and will make the 
most delightful of w iv e s!”
• ^ “ Excuse me, but I haven't given you the right to

woo me yet," she said. “ W ait, at least, till our 
engagement is announced.”

“  But must I wait long ? ”
For all reply Miss Hetty took her friend William 

Keniss by the hand, and led him to that part of the 
room where the philatelists had assembled for coffee.

As they drew near all eyes were turned upon them.
“ Mr. William Keniss,” she said, “ just now con

ferred upon me, with more gallantry than justice, 
the title of Stamp Queen. I intend to earn my right

MISS SCOTT STOOD UP

to the title b y  bestowing upon him m y  hand. hiicc be 
himself is the Stamp K in g .”

It would be impossible to express the outburst of 
enthusiasm provoked by these words. Frantic chee*** 
alternated with frequent bursts of clapping, while 
their healths were enthusiastically drunk in the punch
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which had just begun to circulate. A  dozen times 
William, who still retained in his the hand of his 
ch,irmingy?n«aV, demanded silence, but the cheering 
only grew louder, and at length became so frantic 
that John and Victoria, attracted by the uproar, 
appeared at one of the doors to see what it was 
all about.

*• You are just in time to hear the announcement 
of my approaching marriage with Mr. Kentss," said 
Betty to her maid.

“ And you of mine with John !*’ returned Victoria 
triumphantly. “ The wretch has made up his mind 
to marry me at last.”

“  Then you are happy ? ”
“ As happy as you are, Miss B e tty !”
Betty then signed to them both to advance to the 

middle of the room, and turning to her friends 
“ Allow me,”  she said, " t o  present to you another 

engaged couple, the pair who have been our most 
valuable helpers, and, I am happy to say, our most 
faithful friends during the course of our long and 
perilous journey.”

The new-comers had now to respond to the toast of 
their healths in the punch which the noblest there did 
not disdain to present to them, after which they 
retired, a little bashful though immeasurably happy.

“ W hat a splendid opportunity for having the 
Maharajah’s diamond mounted in an engagement 
rin g!”  said Mr. Hartlepool.

“ You have not the merit of invention there,” said 
William, "  for I had already thought of that.”

At this moment a growling, deep and prolonged, 
made itself heard in one corner of the room. It was 
the fat Buxon, who, true to his character, drew a 
practical conclusion from all these adventures by 
grumbling—

"T h e r e ’s only one thing Miss Betty has forgotten, 
and that's the unfurnished flat in Broadway that she 
promised the Philatelic Club.”

"Unfurnished, but which I intend to have the 
pleasure of furnishing,”  said William.

The two young people then handed the doctor two 
little oblong strips of paper.

"B e h o ld  the proof that we have a better memory 
than you give  us credit fo r ! ”  said Betty.

Buxon cast his eyes on the papers, and with a 
sudden start of surprise he cried—

"  W h y, this is truly worthy of the Stamp K in g and 
Queen ! ”

The members of the Philatelic Club all pressed for
ward to obtain a closer view, and a general clamour 
arose.

Each cheque was for five hundred thousand dollars!
The cheering was taken up again in so prolonged 

and so infectious a style that even the enormous hands 
of Doctor Buxon were brought into requisition, and 
with tumultuous energy led the applause.

409

N o t e . — The translator of this story, and it must 
not be forgotten that in its present form it is a trans
lation, not an original work, feels that it is impossible 
to make the concluding scene, in which the two great 
American philatelists decide to unite their collections 
and their fortunes into one unsevered pair, appear quite 
natural to the British reader. The publishers cannot 
but recognize that this is a subject upon which, in 
their corporate capacity, they are quite incompetent 
to offer an opinion, but they venture to suggest that in 
the description by a French author of the denouement 
of an American courtship some little incongruities are 
only to be expected.

THE IM PERIAL ALBUM.
Tenth Edition. Size of pages, 8j x  inches. The present edition is arranged in three volumes. Two 

causes have acted to bring about this result. First, the ever-increasing number of new issues, for which ac
commodation must be provided; and secondly, the demand by collectors that space shall be found for varieties 
of perforation and shade, errors, etc., to conform as closely as possible to the lists given in the Publishers’ 
Catalogue. Vol. I. The Stamps of the British Empire ; post-free, 10s. 9d. Vol. II. The Stamps of Europe, 
and the Colonies and Possessions of European Stales; post-free, 12s. gd. Vol. III. Foreign Countries, except 
Europe and Possessions; post-free, tos. gd.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  39s S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Lo n d o n  P h ilatelic  S o c ie ty

President: H.R.H. The Prince of Wales,
Hon. S e c .: J .  A. Tilloard, JO Gracechurch Street, E C.
Meetings : 4 Southampton Row, IV. Alternate Fridays a t  7.45.
Annual Subscription :  Town, £ 2  2 s . ;  Country, £ 1  Is.

T h e  first meeting of the season 1905-6 was held at 
2 Cavendish Square, \ \ \ ,  on Friday, 13  October, 
1905, at 7.45 p-m.

Present: The Earl of Crawford, A. \V . Chambers, 
E . D. Hacon, Edward J .  Nankivell, Rudolph Meyer, 
C . Stewart-Wilson, C. Neville Biggs, Franz Keichen- 
heim, \ \ \  Dom ing Beckton, George F. Napier, A . 
Bagshawe, L. \V. Fulcher, F. E. Horton, Rudolph 
Frentzel, F. \V . Schiller, \V. Schwabacher, B. D. 
Knox, Herbert R. Oldfield, E. A . Elliott, C . J . Daun, 
Douglas Ellis, C . McNaughtan, Thomas W m . Hall, 
Jas. Robt. I.aing, E. S. Wells.

The chair was taken by the Earl of Crawford, and 
a letter was read from the Honorary Secretary, Mr. 
TiHeard, explaining his unavoidable absence in con
sequence of ill-health. The intimation was received 
with expressions of regret.

The Honorary Assistant Secretary reported that a 
copy of the new catalogue had been received from 
the French Society, and the Honorary Librarian was 
directed to acknowledge same in the usual way.

A  communication was also received from the Secre
tary intimating the formation of the Glasgow and 
W est of Scotland Philatelic Society, and it was re
solved that a copy of the Society’s work on India and 
Ceylon should be sent as a donation towards the 
library of the Glasgow Society.

The members then proceeded to the election of the 
following candidates, all of whom, after ballot, were 
declared duly elected members of the Society, and 
it was further resolved that with regard to such new 
members the subscription payable by them should 
be deemed to date as from 1 January, 1906, and cover 
the subscription for the year commencing on that 
date: Mr. Frank Hulme Melland, proposed by the 
Honorary Secretary, seconded by the Assistant Honor
ary Secretary; Mr. Richard Dalton, proposed by 
Mr. L. I.. R. Hausburg, seconded by Mr. P. J .  
L lo yd ; Mr. William Reynolds Ricketts, proposed by 
Mr. E. D. Bacon, seconded by Mr. T . W . Hall; 
Mr. Charles Lathrop Pack, proposed by Mr. A. H. 
Stamford, seconded by the Honorary Secretary.

On the motion of the Chairman, it was then unani
mously resolved that a telegram should be forwarded 
to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the 
President of the Society, embodying the good wishes 
of the members in connexion with his forthcoming 
visit to India, and a telegram to such effect was 
accordingly prepared and dispatched. The meeting 
was then adjourned, to enable the members present 
to inspect the display of stamps prepared for the 
purpose by the Vice-President of the Society, and 
the proceedings subsequently terminated.

T he second meeting of the season 1905-6 was held 
at 4 Southampton Row, on Friday, 27 October, 1905, 
at 7.45 p.m.

Present: The Earl of Crawford, M. P. Castle, 
E. D. Bacon, C . Neville Biggs, C . McNaughtan, 
L . W . Fulcher, Thos. W m . Hall, L . L. R . Hausburg, 
W . Schwabacher, Rudolph Frentzel, Rudolph Meyer, 
Jas. Robt. Idling, Herbert R. Oldfield, T . Maycock, 
Franz Reichenheim.

The chair was taken by the Earl of Crawford, and 
the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October, 1905, 
were read and signed as correct.

A telegram from His Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales, acknowledging the telegram which was 
sent to him at the meeting on the 13th inst., and con
veying his thanks therefor, was read.

The members then proceeded to the election of 
Mr. Hans Martin Hansen, proposed by Mr. E. D. 
Bacon and seconded by Mr. T . Wickham Jones, who, 
after ballot, was declared elected a member of the 
Society.

Mr. F. Reichenheim then read two papers, one on 
“ The Franchise Militaire Stamps of France” and the 
other on “ The Newspaper Stamps of France.”

In the first he gave copies of all the laws and 
decrees and rules and regulations concerning the 
issue and the use of those stamps, and described all 
the different issues and varieties.

In the second paper he produced all the official 
documents, and showed that all the Newspaper stamps, 
with the exception of the violet ones, represented a 
much higher value than indicated on their face, and 
that the full value of the Newspaper stamps, although 
first issued partly as fiscals only, partly as fiscals and 
postage stamps together, was allowed for paying 
postage after the abolishment of the newspaper tax.

T he papers were illustrated by Mr. Keichenheim's 
collection, containing not only blocks or pairs of 
every issued value in different shades, but also speci
mens of the extremely rare Newspaper stamps 5 c., 
imperf., in lilac, blue, and rose, and 5 c., perf., in 
blue and rose of 1869, and of the J  in black on i c. 
and 3 c. of 1900, which were all prepared but not 
issued.

Mr. Reichenheim also handed round his special 
collection of the stamps of France from 1849-1900.

On the motion of Mr. M. P. Castle, seconded by 
the Earl of Crawford, a cordial vote of thanks was 
accorded to Mr. Reichenheim for his interesting papers 
and display, and after he had made a suitable re* 
sponse the proceedings terminated.

Ju n io r  P h ilatelic  S o c ie ty
President: Fred J .  Melville.
Secretary : H. F, Johnson, 4  Portland Place North, Clapham 

Road, S. W.
Meetings; Exeter Hall, Strand, W.C.
AnnuaI Subscription : Is. 6d.

S a t u r d a y , 2 December, was a big day for the 
officials of the Junior Philatelic Society. From three 
o’clock in the afternoon they were conducting a big 
rehearsal of the remarkable stamp play entitled “ The 
Lady Forger," which is to be produced at the Bijou 
Theatre in February. The cast is now completed 
and will shortly be published.

At 5.30 Mr. E. M. Gilbert Lodge commenced the 
second auction of the season in Exeter Hall. Nearly 
two hundred lots were rapidly knocked down to a 
large number of members. A printed catalogue of 
the sale was issued, the catalogues being sold in the 
room at id. each, the edition being entirely exhausted 
before the conclusion of the sale. Catalogues of 
future sales may be had posted in advance at the 
inclusive charge of is. for the rest of the season. 
Remittance should be made for them, and all lots for 
future sales should be sent to Mr. E . M. Gilbert 
Lodge, Hon. Auctioneer, 23  Spencer Road, Grove 
Park, W . T he next sale will be on 6 January, 1906,
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when the sale will be largely devoted to lots of 
philatelic literature.

At 8 p.ni. the President opened the ordinary meet
ing, and after the Secretary had read the minutes it 
was announced that the Society’s new publication, 
The Postage Stamps o f the United Slates, b y Mr. Fred J. 
Melville, was ready, and copies would be distributed 
to those who had ordered them. The price of the 
book is is. 6d., or post-free is. 7-*,d.

The following gifts were acknowledged :— To  
Forgery Collection : from Messrs. L. Savournin and 
A. Rendle. To L ib ra ry: twenty-three numbers of 
Even's Weekly (Mr. A. H. L. Giles), Gibbons Cata
logues, 1902-3-4, and Part III, 1897 (Miss I. Hallows); 
miscellaneous Literature (Mr. ll . H. Harland), and 
West E n d  Philatelist, />  Postilion, Picture Postcard, 
and Philatelic Jo u rn a l o f  Great Brita in , sent regularly 
by the publishers. T o  the Permanent Collection of 
Stamps j gifts from Messrs. Steele, Seli, Stickland, 
Mullens, P. D. Harrisson, K. J .  Homewood, and Mr. 
Barter.

Mr. Halliday announced that he had mounted the 
stamps of N orway and of several British Colonies 
since he issued his last report.

The following new members were next elected: 
J. E. J . Stoyel, Edgar A . Blockley, A . Beresford 
Mortimer, W ilfred Hovill, R. II. Corke, Frederick 
J. Baldwin, Geo. W . Varley, A. H. Flemens, Nelson 
Zanibra, Bernard B. K irbv, Charles Tatham, F. A. 
Bellamy, m . a ., f . r .a .s ., H. P. Ling, R. Patrick 
Thornton, J .  Agerup, II. A. Salter, H. A. Caiman, 
R. W . Bradford, William Patman, H, Bee Smith.

The following interesting letter was sent to the 
President to be read at the meeting. It is a reply to 
Mr. Percy G . Bishop (life member), who inquired of 
Messrs. De La Rue as to the truth of the report that 
lead entered largely into the composition of the new 
chalk-surfaced paper, which in the course of time 
would have the effect of turning the stamp black. 
The reply, which is autographed by Sir Thomas De 
La Rue, Bart., is of a reassuring nature.

(Copy of letter.)
“  1 10 B u n h il l  Ro w , E .C ., 1 Dec., 1905. 

“ Percy G . Bishop, Esq., Longleat, Thames Ditton.
“ D e a r  S i r ,—W ith reference to your letter of the 

29th ultimo, we beg to inform you that there is no 
lead whatever in the preparation of the postage paper, 
and that therefore there is no danger of the paper 
going black. Yours faithfully,

“ T h o m a s  D e L a  R u e  &  C o .,  Lt d .

“ (Signed) T u o s. D e  L a  R u e , Director."

Mr. Bishop was formally thanked by the meeting 
for this interesting communication.

Mr. Bertram Poole, Vice-President, was then called 
upon to give his display of the stamps of Sudan. On 
these he chatted most interestingly as the sheets of 
stamps were being handed round. The collection 
was particularly strong in large blocks of the various 
settings of the surcharges, and a number of the 
varieties of the perforated and overprinted Officials 
were included.

Mr. Halliday proposed and Mr. C . J .  Patman 
seconded the cordial vote of thanks to the Vice- 
President for the entertaining study and display of the 
stamps of Sudan. It was carried by acclamation.

At the next meeting, on Saturday, 16 December, 
Mr. Melville will give a paper on Hayti for beginners, 
and by special request will give a display of part of 
his collection of the country. Mr. W . E. Imeson will 
also contribute a humorous paper, entitled “ On 
Nothing in Particular— Especially Stamps.”

The next Competitive Display will be of Philatelic 
’ Literature and Accessories, on Saturday, 6 January. 
All entries for and communications respecting the 
contest should be addressed to Mr. R. Shepherd, 
2i Hubert Grove, Stockwell, S .W .

Orders for the Society’s new book on U .S . stamps 
should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. If. F. John
son, 4 Portland Place North, Clapham Road, S .W .

CORRESPONDENCE
Hong K o n g  C a n c e lla tio n s
De a r  S i r ,— I have followed with much interest the 
series of articles b y M r. C . B. Howes on the “ Can
cellations on Hong K o n g Postage Stam ps,” which 
have lately appeared in Gibbons Stamp Weekly.

At the end of this week’s article Mr. Howes states 
that there is one agency which he cannot treat of, 
namely, on Liu K in g  Island in the bay of W ei- 
hai-wei.

Some time ago, in looking through a few K ing’s 
Head stamps of Hong K ong, I noticed a postmark 
which interested me, and I therefore secured a couple ' 
of specimens. Unfortunately, the postmark is not 
quite complete on either stamp, and it is only by

piecing the two stamps together I get the whole 
postmark, of which I send a tracing.

PORT EDWARD

30 NOV 1904

WEMIAIAVEI

I cannot help thinking this is the cancellation Mr. 
Howes refers to. It is struck in violet ink on the 
stamps I have. Yours faithfully,

R . H a l l i d a y .
S l o u c h ,  30  1905.

THE K IN G 'S  OWN POSTAGE STAM P ALPVM .
This Album has been specially designed for those collectors who cither commence a collection with the 

Postage Stamps o f K in g Edward V II , or who collect these stamps as a supplement to a  General Collection. 
The King’s Own Album contains 100 pages of heavy white plate paper outlined with a neat border of neutral 
grey, with quadrilld background inside the grey  border, and name space at the top of each page. Exact size 
of leaves from the outer edge, 7 ^ x 9 ^ ; available for mounting stamps, 6 £ x 8 L  The title-page is printed in the 
Royal Colours, with the K in g’s Cypher Monogram and Crown. Strongly bound in cloth, bevelled boards, with 
the Official Cypher Monogram and Crow n in gold on cover. Post-free, 8 s .; abroad, 8s. gd.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  391 S tra n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
The Editor regrets that he has no time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring a reply wilt be dealt with 

under the head of “ Answers to Correspondents."

H. M. C. (Darlington).— Gibbons Catalogue is in two 
parts or vols. Part I lists all the stamps of the British 
Empire, and Part II deals with foreign countries. 
The Catalogue is compiled from the specialist’s point 
of view, and is much too advanced for you as a 
beginner. You had better wait for the simpler 
Catalogue which Gibbons Is preparing for beginners. 
This will be ready in a few weeks, will be in one vol. 
at a low price, and will be restricted to the simplest 
possible varieties, omitting Unpaids, Postage Due, 
Official, and other unnecessary items.

T . G. (Plymouth).—Small countries, i.e. countries 
with only a few issues, are not necessarily the best for 
beginners. For instance, Lagos has a small and 
straightforward series of issues, but more than half 
the sets are very expensive, and none are cheap. 
For manageable countries for a limited amount of 
pocket money you must take European countries such 
as Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Bavaria, etc., and take 
used only. You will get, then, plenty for your pence, 
and later on, when you have more money to spare, 
you can dip into British Colonies. Meanwhile, of 
British you might take up Cayman Islands and Lee
ward Islands up to is. values, unused.

B. M. J . (Weybridge). —Mafekings are down, a* com
pared with the prices of 1902, because they have not 
“  taken on ”  as it was thought they would have done. 
They are, in fact, rather unpopular, and are suffering 
a reaction from too much booming. The Indian 
stamps postmarked “ Coronation D urbar”  have no 
added philatelic value. They are simply souvenirs. 
Gibbons does not list varieties of cancellations of red 
and black. Therefore the value of an English penny 
black with red cancellation would depend upon the 
seller and its condition. As there are many King’s 
Head single C A , and you do not mention the 
country, we cannot answer your fourth question.

F . F. S . (St. Petersburg).—Certainly it would be 
better for you to limit your collecting to a few coun
tries if you have not an over-large pocket allowance. 
See reply above to “ T . (*.”  W e  do not quite under
stand what you mean when you say, “  I would like 
to have a field as much to myself as possible.”  You 
can only have countries to yourself that are unpopular 
because they are full of rubbish, like North Borneo. 
A s you are resident in Russia, why not take up Russian 
stamps? Our publishers take unused stamps for small 
amounts.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.— W e  regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of V ol. I, all told. B y  
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, $0 that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers’ price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—All communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 

Nankivell, Carnnnton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
ells.
Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 

time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents."

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by  
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance: 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve sum ps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion:— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed; F. Forg ed ;
G . Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged;

OUR PHILATELIC
DECEM BER, 1905
16. Junior Philatelic Society: Bourse; Paper—"H ayti for 

Beginners” ; Fred J .  Melville. Humorous Paper — 
“ On Nothing in Particular—Especially Stamps"; 
W. E Imeson. Display—African Colonies I I I : Trans
vaal from 1878; Natal from 1859; and Orange River 
Colony.

18. Herts Philatelic Society: Display with Notes—Liberia,
H. L. Hayman, Liverpool. Discussion-Collecting as 
an Investment, opened by W. C. Taylor. Display— 
United States.

R . R eprint; W . Watermark. T he charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of Vol. I of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings of more or less 
permanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous” page. 
Source and date of cutting must be given.

Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 
feature of the prompt publication of the reports of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

DIARY
ig. Leeds Philatelic Society: Paper by Mr. E. Egly—11 The 

Universal Postal Union : Its History and Progress."

so. Enterprise Philatelic Society (London): Display—Rare 
Stamps; F. W. Lake. Ten-minute Papers—Selected. 
General Sale and Exchange.

29. Dundee and( District Philatelic Society : Display—Africa, 
Part II, with Notes; J .  E. Heginbottom, b. a .

Printed by W. B rsn do n  &  S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, St a n l e y  G ibso n s, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
16 December, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
By EDWARD J . NANKIVELL
Belgium

ground of many great European wars. 
At one time it formed part of the Duchy 
of Burgundy, then it passed to the House 
of Hapsburg. As the Spanish Nether-

Netherlands in 1713 ; it was conquered 
by France in 1794 and annexed to France. 
It was united with the Netherlands in a 
kingdom in 1815, but the partnership did
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not work well, and Belgium _ revolted 
against Holland in 1830, but England 
and France interfered, separated the 
combatants, and apportioned territory to 
each. As a constitutional monarchy it 
dates from 1831. Its political arrange
ments are unique. Manhood suffrage 
prevails, plural votes, compulsory voting, 
and proportional representation. All 
citizens over twenty-five have a vote, then 
there is another vote for property qualifica
tion, and a third vote for educational 
qualification. There is no State religion, 
but the population is mostly of the Roman 
Catholic faith. It is the most thickly 
populated country of Europe, and is full 
of thriving industries. The total area is 
only 11,373 square miles, and the popula
tion 6,669,732. It has twenty-five towns 
each with a population of over 20,000 
inhabitants ; Brussels, the capital, has a 
population of 561,766 ; Antwerp 285,600 ; 
Liege 173,706 ; and Ghent 160,949.

Its Philatelic History
The first postage stamp was issued in 

1849, and bore the portrait of Leopold I, 
the first and reigning King of the Bel
gians. The subsequent issues of 1850 
and 1865 had a portrait of the same 
monarch. Leopold I died in 1865, and 
his son, the present King, succeeded him 
as Leopold II, but his portrait was not 
placed on the postage stamps until 1869 ; 
since then the profile of Leopold II has 
been appearing on every series issued.

1849. Two values. Design, portrait 
of Leopold I, the reigning sovereign, and 
first King of the Belgians. The King is 
shown in uniform with three-quarter face, 
and the stamps have very much the 
appearance of an old painting. The 
paper was watermarked with a peculiar 
monogram consisting of an interlacing of 
the letters “  L L. ” The dies were en
graved by M. Jacques Wiener, a Belgian 
engraver, and the stamps were printed in 
Brussels. They were issued imperforate.

IVmk' “  L L I m p e r f . Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

io c .f brown * . 50 0 1 6
.20 c ., blue • 45 0 0 5

1850. Three values. Design, head of 
Leopold I, similar to the first issue, but 
enclosed in an oval. Paper watermarked 
as before. Imperforate.

IVmk. “  L  L r Imperforate.
Unused. 

s. d.
Used. 
s. </.

10 c., brown . . — 1 6
20 c ., blue . . — 1 6
40 c., carmine • • £ 6 2 0

1861. Four values. Same design, 
printed on unwatermarked paper. A 1 c. 
value was added for the payment of the 
postage of printed matter and news-
p a p e r s .

Vo w m k . Im p e rf.
Unused. Used

s. d . s. d.
1 c ., green . . . 2 0 2  0

10 c ., brown . . . 6 0 O A
20 c .( blue . 4 0 O 1
40 c ., carm ine . . . 20 0 O 9

1 8 6 3 .  T h e s a m e  f o u r  v a l u e s a n d  th e
s a m e  d e s i g n ,  b u t  p e r f o r a t e d .

.Vo w m k . P e r f.
Unused. Used.

s. d . s. d.
1 cM preen . 1 3 1 3

10 c., brown . 3  0 0 3
20 c ., blue • . . . 2  6 0 2
40 c ., carm ine . . . 8 0 0  5

1865. Five values. New profile por
trait of Leopold I, designed and en
graved by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., 
London, but printed in Belgium. The 
portrait was the same for all values, but 
the framework varied slightly in each 
value.
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.Vo li'ffik, P e r f Unused. 
s. d.

Used. 
s. d.

10 cM prey • 3  6 0 4
20 Cm blue • 3  © 0 2
30 c., brown , 10 0 0 4
40 Cm carmine . . 10 0 0 6

1 frM lilac . 8 0 4 0

1866. Three low values. Design, the 
Arms of Belgium, designed, engraved, 
and printed in Belgium. Perforated.

S o  mk. Per/. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

1 Cm grey . 1 0 0 4
2 Cm blue . 2 6 4  0
5  c., brown • 3 0 2 6

1869-81. Leopold II, the present occu
pant of the throne of Belgium, succeeded 
his father, Leopold I, on his death in 
1865, but it was not until 1869 that the 
old King’s portrait on the postage stamps 
was superseded by that of his succes
sor. The new series consisted of twelve 
values. These stamps, according to 
Mr. Westoby, were designed by Mr. H. 
Hendrickx, a Belgian artist, and engraved 
by M. A. Dorns, and their initials appear 
in microscopical letters on the lower edge 
of the stamps. The profile is turned to 
the left, and gives us a portrait of 
Leopold 1 1  at the time of his accession. 
The portrait is the same throughout the 
series, but the framework varies on each 
stamp. The low values, 1 c. to 8 c., are of 
a separate design with large numeral of 
value on a central oval disk. Specialists 
find the series rich in shades, especially 
the ioc., 20 c., and 40 c. This series is 
split up in different catalogues, but I 
have thrown the lot together, as the 
stamps make e. complete series, though 
issued at various times from 1869 to 
1881. Their separation into disjointed 
and incomplete lots only creates confusion 
and spoils the album effect of grouping 
the series in its complete form.

Perforated. 

1 c., green

Unused.
s. d.

. 0 2

Used. 
s. d. 
0 1

2 c., blue . O 2 0 4
5 c., orange O 2 0 2
8 c .t lilac . 2 0 1 0

10 c .t green . O 9 0 1
20 c., blue 2 0 0 1
25 c., olive 2 6 0 1
30 C m  buff . 2 6 0 2
40 Cm carmine • 4 0 0 4
50 Cm slate • 5 0 0 2

1 fr., violet . 2 6 0 4
5  frM brown . 16 0 20 0

1883. Four values. Design, redrawn 
portrait of King, profile to left in new 
framework, designed and engraved by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co. Mr. Westoby 
says “ the profile of the King on these 
stamps was such a caricature that it was 
evident they would prove a failure,”  and 
it must be confessed that Messrs. De La 
Rue and Co.’s forte is not stamp por
traiture. I do not know of a single really
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successful portrait on stamps designed 
by them.

Perforated. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

10 c., carmine . . . 0 5  0 1
20 c., grey . . . 0 9  0 1
25 c., blue . . . 1 6 0 5
50 c., violet . . . 3 0  0 8

1884-91. Ten values. Design, re
drawn head of King in profile to left, 
designed and engraved by M. Mouchon, 
the designer of the French stamps. For 
the low values, i c. to 5 c ., the design of 
the 1869-81 series was retained. Several 
of the values were printed on paper with 
a coloured ground or facing.

Perforated. Unused.
s. d.

Used.
s. d.

1 c .f grey O 1 0 1
2 c., brown O 1 0 1
5 c., green O 2 0 1

10 c., carmine on blue O 6 0 1
20 c., olive-green O 6 0 1
25 c*, blue on rose O 4 0 i
35  c ., chocolate . l 0 0 2
50 c., ochre l 0 0 1

i fr., brown on green . 3 0 0 3
2 fr., lilac on pale lilac . 3 0 0 4

1893-8. Ten values. Design, the
Arms of Belgium for the low values, 1 c. 
to 5 c., and M. Mouchon’s portrait of the 
King in a circle for the higher values. 
The inscriptions were in French and in 
Flemish on each stamp. This series is 
known as the Sunday delivery stamps. 
At the foot of each stamp was a detach
able tablet inscribed, in both French and 
Flemish, “  Not to deliver on the Sunday.” 
The idea was to lighten the labours of 
the Post Office by giving the senders of 
letters the option of franking them with 
the tablet stamps, and thus express
ing their desire not to have their letters 
delivered on the Sunday. If they did not 
wish to notifysuch a desire they had only to 
remove the detachable tablet. Young col
lectors are sometimes puzzled over these 
stamps as to whether they should include 
copies from which the Sunday tablet has 
been removed. The stamps are complete 
either way, but preferably so with the 
tablet intact. Perforated.

Perforated.

1 c., grey
2 c., yellow
2 c., brown .
5 c., green ,

10 c.» red-brown .
20 c., olive-green 
25 c., ultramarine 
35  c . ,  brown .
50 c., bistre

1 fr., carmine on green
2 fr., mauve .

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.
0 1 0 1
0 1 O t
O 1 0 I
0 1 0 I
0 2 0 I
0 3 0 1
0 4 0 t
O 5 0 t
0 7 0 2
1 9 0 2
4 0 0 4

1894-6. Two lots of labels to advertise 
respectively exhibitions at Antwerp and 
Brussels were issued in these years.
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They are not worth including in a serious 
collection of postage stamps.

I9OO. Three values. Designs o f  1893-8 
surcharged, but colours altered ; the 10 c. 
from brown to carmine, the 1 fr. from 
carmine on green to orange, and the 2 fr. 
from mauve to lilac.

Perforated.

10 c., carmine
1 fr., orange
2 fr., lilac

Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

2  4

HEftSLNRERliWttHCrtEl
teitcisiittgqi

K l W I l E M t E
ttTBimHg’ZSM

M l M l f D M E
MTTOlMZOira

1905. Seven values. Design, new up- 
to-date portrait in uniform, profile to left

in circle of solid colour, with Sunday 
label attached at foot as before. The 
colouring of this series is richer and more 
effective than that of any other stamps of 
Belgium. The inscriptions, as before, 
are given in both French and Flemish.

Used.
S. d .

Perforated. Unused. 
s. d.

10 c., rose-red . O 2
20 c., olive-green 0 3
25 c., blue . O 4
35 c .t brown-lilac 0 5
50 c., grey . O 7

1 fr., orange 1 2
2 fr., mauve

Cd.)
. 2 4

( To be continued.)

P L E A S E  NO TE
The Prices quoted in the foregoing article are taken from our publishers* latest Catalogue, and are, 
therefore, the Prices at Which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., Will have pleasure in supplying any of the 
stamps that may be needed by any of our readers.

STAMPS TO LOOK FOR
By Rev. T. C. WALTON, M.A.

(Continued from  page 402)

New Zealand
U  ERE, again, is a country which makes 

large demands on one’s purse and 
mental energy. The issues fall roughly 
under two heads, viz. those before 1874 and 
those after. Of the former, most of them 
cost a fair amount. The latter have rare 
stamps here and there, but a fair collection 
of them is well within the reach of the 
majority of collectors. The Art Series of 
1898 has already become a thing of value 
as well as beauty, and prices are still on 
the increase.

Niger Coast Protectorate
The three series of 1893, 1894, and 

___rri | 1897 are special favour
ites of mine. The stamps 
had but a short life, and 
several of them will un
doubtedly become rare 
in a few years. Here is 
one example of increase. 
Five years ago I bought 
the is., black, unused 
(1897-1901 issue), in the 

Strand for is. 3d. The catalogue price 
to-day is 3s. 6d.
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Nova Scotia
Nova Scotia has a great rarity in the 

is., violet, 1851-3. Unused, it has been 
sold for ^40, while ^ 1 5  is an average 
price for a used copy. The id ., red-brown, 
and 6d., green, are also good.

Orange River Colony—Queensland
The Orange River Colony and Queens

land are lands wisely left to the specialist 
with plenty of capital. Queensland issues 
of the last twenty years may easily be 
picked up, but scores of the earlier stamps 
are rare.

Straits Settlements
Of the Indian stamps, watermark Ele

phant’s Head, and surcharged with crown 
and value, the 6 cents in violet on 2 annas, 
yellow, 12 c. in red on 4 a., green, are 
rare. The 2 c., brown, and 4 c ., rose, of 
1883, watermark Crown CA, are worth 
seeking. The former, unused, has gone 
up in price from 10s. to 20s. since 1904.
Argentine Republic

Great Britain and her Colonies have 
so far claimed all our attention. It is 
time we had a look at a few of the 
rarities which foreign countries have 
issued. In the Argentine Republic, 
Buenos Ayres presents a rare lot of 
“  Locals.”  Of these, the 4 pesos, red, 
has brought ^ 22 . 5s. and the 5 pesos, 
orange, has turned the scale at ^,33.

(To be continued.) 18 58 .

AUSTRALIAN
COMMONWEALTH STAMPS
T H E  L A T E S T  N E W S

A S every stamp collector knows, the 
federation of the various colonies of 

the Australian continent into one Com
monwealth means sooner or later the 
federation of the postal services and the 
ultimate production of a series of postage 
stamps for common use throughout the 
Commonwealth. Five years from the 
establishment of the Commonwealth was 
set down as the limit of use of separate 
stamps for the separate States, and that 
limit will be reached with the end of this 
year.

The Commonwealth was established on 
1 January, 1901, and included the five 
colonies of Australia and Tasmania, 
viz. :—

Western Australia.
South Australia.
Victoria.
New South Wales.
Queensland.
Tasmania.

But up to the eleventh hour the author
ities do not seem to have been able to 
make up their minds what to do in this 
matter of the production of a uniform 
series of postage stamps.

A Melbourne correspondent kindly sends 
us cuttings from the Melbourne Argus 
giving the latest news and views on the 
question. In an editorial in its issue of 
3 November, 1905, the Argus says :—

“  It is the intention of the postal de
partment to have all postage stamps 
printed in Adelaide at a very early date. 
At present the cost of printing at the 
Adelaide Post Office is 4d. per icoo. In 
other states the cost varies, and in Queens
land it is as high as iod. per 1000. An 
estimate by the specialist employed at the 
Adelaide Post Office shows that stamps 
can be printed there for 2$d- per 1000 if 
suitable machinery be obtained. It has 
been decided to procure the necessary 
machines, which will cost about '̂5600,
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and it is expected that a very large saving 
will be effected. A uniform Common
wealth issue of stamps is not possible, in 
the opinion of Mr. Scott, Secretary to the 
Central Administration, until the period 
of the book-keeping clauses of the con
stitution has expired. It has been de
cided that the stamps shall bear the 
King’s head. During the debate on the 
postal estimates some members of the 
House of Representatives expressed the 
opinion that the designs should be illus
trative of Australian resources, but the 
King’s head has been finally decided upon, 
and Mr. Scott points out that any ad
dition to this would result in a cramped 
design unless large stamps (such as those 
of Tasmania) were issued. This is not 
intended, as the production of stamps 
is very expensive. The Commonwealth 
stamps will bear a uniform watermark.”

Here is the report of the debate in the 
Federal House of Representatives, also 
from the pages of the Arrnis :—

“ S ydn ey , Tuesday (7 Nov., 1905).— 
When the Legislative Assembly met to
day Mr. W. Anderson moved the adjourn
ment of the House to call attention to ‘ the 
serious and unconstitutional action’ of the 
Postmaster-General in arranging to have 
all the stamps printed in Adelaide. The 
grave aspect of the matter, in his opinion, 
was that before the federal capital was es
tablished in New South Wales the Federal 
Government was centralizing another large 
public department which, if it was to be a 
separate department, should be in the 
federal capital site when selected. (Hear, 
hear.) It seemed like another attempt 
to bring a very strong and forceful 
strain upon each state, according as it 
viewed the Federal Parliament. (Hear, 
hear.) In New South Wales they had a 
plant costing 6000 to install as well as 
a competent staff of men turning out the 
finest specimens of work. It was said 
that the Federal Government could now- 
turn out stamps at 2$d. per thousand, 
instead of rod. per thousand, as hereto
fore. That would be impossible. The 
gentleman who supplied that estimate 
(the Deputy Postmaster-General of South 
Australia) had, it was well known, been 
very much out in other estimates. He 
was not a practical man. In England, 
where labour was 30 per cent, less costly 
than in Australia, stamps were supplied

to India at a cost of 60 per cent, greater 
than the estimate of 2jd. What would 
the proposal mean to this state? If this 
proposal of the Federal Government was 
carried out, a lot of machinery would be 
thrown on the hands of the states, there 
would be less return to the states of 
revenue, and administration would be 
more costly. It was time this House began 
to voice its opinions with reference to the 
administrative acts which were tightening 
the tension. He agreed with General 
French that New South Wales was a 
milking cow drawn on for the benefit 
of the other states.

“  Mr. Carruthers quite concurred with 
the hon. member that public attention 
should be drawn to the matter. On 
20 January, 1905, he forwarded the report 
drawn up by the Government printer 
protesting against the proposed action, 
and pointing out that any extra printing 
of postage stamps, etc., could be carried 
out at the Sydney Government Printing 
Office, with an additional expenditure 
of ^2000. In view of that report the 
proposal was rather staggering. The 
Federal Government had six state print
ing offices which it could draw upon. 
Instead there was a multiplication of 
offices; the states had to pay for it, and 
unfortunately the bulk of taxation had to 
be paid by New South Wales. They had 
the most up-to-date plant in Australia. 
South Australia had not a quarter of the 
population of this state. They did not 
have the same experience there, and with 
a little expenditure the printing office 
here would rank with the best in the 
world. The protest from the various 
states had been ignored, and it was a 
question whether the time had not arrived 
when they should stop discussing these 
injustices and let the Federal Government 
know that they had rights and that they 
intended to assert them.

“  Mr. Law said the Federal Parliament 
seemed to try to get at New South 
Wales every time. It was just as well to 
know that this state was nearly half of 
the Commonwealth. They had more 
population than several of the other 
states put together.'

“ Mr. Wood said the proposal was one 
of the greatest excesses in administration 
the Federal Government had been guilty of.

“ Mr. Carruthers: They propose to 
print the electoral rolls in Melbourne.
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“ Mr. Jessep : Well, it was lime this 
state showed the red flag. Now was the 
opportunity for the Premier to rise to his 
true position. (Hear, hear.)

“ Mr. Norton: No Premier ever had 
such an opportunity of getting all the 
people behind him. (Hear, hear.)

“  Mr. Hollis could see that nothing 
good could result from the motion. It 
was said the Federal Government’s action 
was unconstitutional. In what way? 
Why, the Federal Government could print 
their stamps in Timbuctoo if they liked. 
They in this state could protest, but they 
could not call it unconstitutional. That 
cry was all bunkum. It was not a question

affecting the labour of the state, it was a 
question affecting the state as a whole. 
They had entered into a bargain. Now 
they wanted to get out of it. If the 
Premier could get them out of federation, 
then he would follow him. If the sup
porters of the motion were in earnest, 
would they adjourn the House on it as a 
protest?

“  Mr. Cohen reminded the previous 
speaker that the motion was not aimed 
at federation. Those responsible for these 
actions by the Federal Government were 
the enemies of federation. It was not the 
fault of federation, it was the result of 
the action of those in power.”

GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
B y  CORNELIUS WRINKLE
The Foolish Virgins Sent Home 
T h e  Crown Agents for the Colonies have 
been trying to tempt stamp dealers in this 
country to buy up the old remainder stock 
of a lot of unnecessary stamps made for sale 
to collectors on behalf of the revenue of 
theVirgin Islands. The legitimate postage 
stamps of the Virgin Islands are those 
common to all the Leeward Islands, and 
labelled and known amongst stamp col
lectors as Leeward Islands. But the 
Virgin Islands Government discovered, 
after the issue of the Leeward Islands 
stamps, that they were not milking stamp 
collectors on their own separate account 
as before. Hence they had prepared and 
issued a separate set for that purpose, 
and this supplementary set, it was an
nounced, could be used side by side with 
the Leewards. Stamp collectors saw 
through the little game, and the result is 
a nice lot of unsold stock. It has been 
offered to stamp dealers, but as the fish 
do not rise to the bait, the stamps are to 
be returned to the colony.
The Commonwealth Watermark 
W e do not seem to have done yet with 
the Commonwealth watermark. We have 
already had one type abandoned, and a 
new drawing of an improved crown, and 
now the Australian Philatelist tells us 
that even this is likely to be changed.

A  curious error has been discovered in connexion 
with the new Crown and A  paper brought into use in 
the Melbourne Printing Office, viz. that the Crown  
is not in accordance with the Circular received from 
the Imperial Authorities and published in the Common
wealth Gazette, 29th August, 1901. No. 44. T i e

Circular contained the following: “ I have also 10 
inform you, that His Majesty has expressed his desire 
that the ‘ T u d o r’ (Imperial) Crown may be sub
stituted for any other pattern now' in use as new 
articles become necessary.”  The one adopted on the 
Melbourne paper is known as the Royal Crown.

King’s Portrait for Australians 
T h e  Commonwealth authorities seem to 
have decided to place the King’s Head 
upon the uniform series that is some day 
to supersede the separate stamps of the 
various States. Alas ! if the portraiture 
is on a par with past Australian efforts, 
His Majesty is to be pitied for the fate 
that awaits him. To be guyed by an 
Australian artist (?) seems to be one of 
the penalties that attach to the wearer 
of the British Crown.
Stamp Society Meetings 
T h e y  are trying to work up a little 
more interest in their stamp meetings 
in America. Here is the latest indication 
in that direction, taken from a recent re
port of the Collectors’ Club, of which our 
dear old friend and champion motorist, 
Mr. J. N. Luff, is the active president : —

It was moved, seconded, and carried that a General 
Stamp Meeting for the exhibition, discussion, sale, 
and exchange of stamps be held in the club rooms on 
the fourth Saturday evening of each month, which 
members and their friends are cordially invited to 
attend, and are requested to bring their collections 
and duplicates.

Some day our societies will see the 
necessity of something of this sort. This 
season's programme of the premier society 
is worse than an hour’s sermon by the 
Rev. Dr. Dryasdust.
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NEW  ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to his readers if they will help him with the earliest possible Information concerning 

new Issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKtVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Wells.

Denmark.— Some further additions to what we 
term the figure type, just received from Messrs. 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., strengthen the suspicion that 
after all there may be some truth in the report which 
was circulated some months since that the portrait 
design did not give satisfaction, and would be with
drawn, for we have recently had several new stamps 
in the subsequent figure design. W e have already 
chronicled the 1 ore, 4 ore, and 15 ore in this figure 
type, and we have now received the 2 ore in the same 
design. W e  find that the colours of the 1 ore and 
15 ore, which we took from Eiuen's Weekly Stamp 
ATews, were reversed b y  our contemporary. With 
the stamps before us, we are now enabled to revise the 
list. The figure design is quaint, but not unpleasing, 
and it will not surprise us to learn that it is intended 
to supersede the portrait type.

0RE V _ X 0 R E  
POSTFRIMJERKE

Wink. Crown. Per/. 
1 Ore, yellow, 
a ,, deep carmine. 
4 ., blue.

15 „  mauve.

New South W ales.— The Australian Philatelist 
says that the following values have been issued on 
Crown A  paper: Ad., id., 2d., 4d., 6d., and is .; and 
adds the further inTormation that the remaining values 
will be put on sale as the old stocks run out.

Wink. Crown A . Per/,

Id ., green, 
id ., carmine.
2d., blue.
4(1 , brown.
6d., orange, 
is., brown.

V icto ria .—W e  have already chronicled the id. 
and 2d. (page 358) on the new paper with the 
Commonwealth watermark of Crown A, and the 
Australian Philatelist announces the issue of the Ad. 
and 6d. on the new paper.

U’ntk. Crown A. Per/,
Jd., green, 
id., rose, 
ad., violet.
Cd., green.

Western Australia.—The Australian Philatelist 
has received the id. on Crown A  paper.

ll'mk. Crown A . Per/, 
id., rose.

A FIN E 'BIRTH-DAY GIFT.
No. 68, 1500 varieties. Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1 5 ° °  different Stamps form a 

splendid start for anyone. A  large number o f really rare and valuable stamps are contained in this collection ; 
but it is impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly adding New Issues and Older Stamps when pur
chased. Satisfaction is guaranteed. £ 1  15s., post-free and registered.

S t a n le y  G ib b o n s, L t d .,  39s S t r a n d , Lo n d on , W . C .
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MISCELLANEOUS
Postal Rates between 
Great Britain and Canada
A  m e e t i n g  was held at Westminster Palace Hotel 
on Tuesday evening (12 December, 1905), under the 
auspices of the Victoria League, to discuss the 
question of obtaining reduced postal rates for British 
magazines and newspapers between Great Britain 
and Canada. Lord Duncannon presided, and those 
present included Mr. Colnier, C .M .G . ,  Mr. Prcfon- 
taine, Mr. Leo Maxse, Mr. J . G. Talbot, M . l \ ,  Mr. 
Pitt Kennedy, Sir Edward W ard, Lady Carrington, 
Mrs. Herbert Chamberlain, and the Hon. Mrs. Alfred 
Lyttelton.

The Duke of A rgyll, in a letter of regret for inability 
to attend, said : “ The matter to be discussed is most 
important, and I am most anxious that it be taken into 
serious consideration by whatever Government may 
be in office during the coming year. It is much to 
be deplored that British serial literature is placed at 
so great a disadvantage in Canada. It should be 
possible for a Canadian to obtain all daily literature or 
magazines as cheaply from London as from New Y ork.”

The Chairman said he hoped the views of the 
Victoria League on this matter of a reduction of 
postal rates on magazines and newspapers between 
this country and Canada, when conveyed to the 
Government, would find new ground to rest in, and 
that the new Postmaster-General would be able to 
receive their views before he had been worried and 
besieged by the thousand and one objects that other 
people had in view. The first argument that was 
advanced against them was that of revenue. There 
probably would be loss of revenue 5 but he hoped 
that commercial arguments would have their place. 
He could conceive that in this matter what was lost in 
quality would be gained in quantity. On sentimental 
grounds alone there was much to be said in favour of 
a reduction of the rates. The transmission at a low 
rate of periodicals and newspapers from this country 
to Canada would enable the Canadian people to keep 
in closer touch with the objects, feelings, and senti
ments of those at home.

Mr. Colmer moved a resolution expressing sym 
pathy with the desire for a mutual reduction of the 
existing postal rates between Great Britain and the 
Dominion, and declaring that such reduction, if 
practicable, would be highly desirable in the best in
terests of the empire. He said the subject was not a 
new one, but it had never received quite the con
sideration it deserved. If its bearing upon the com
mercial and political relations of the mother country 
and the colony had been better understood the glar
ing evil of high postal rates could not have been per
petuated. It was a common subject of comment on 
the part of visitors to Canada, and even on the part of 
Canadians themselves, that one rarely saw in the 
Dominion English magazines and periodicals or 
English newspapers. But while English periodicals 
were conspicuous by their absence, American publi
cations o f all kinds were sold in thousands throughout 
Canada. This was due to the disparity which existed 
between the British and American postal rates. 
British publications simply could not compete with 
American publications there. The disparity in rates 
gave Americans not only preferential treatment, but 
a practical monopoly of the Canadian market as far as 
literature was concerned. T o  send a magazine to 
Canada from this country cost 4d., while an American

magazine of the same weight could be sent from any 
part of the United States for a halfpenny. Canadians 
appreciated the Imperial benefits that would be 
derived from the proper circulation of British litera
ture in the Dominion, and they were convinced, from 
their experience in the past, that the lowering of 
postal rates as a general rule did not lead to a falling 
off, but rather to an increase in revenue. If a read
justment of rates were effected it was questionable 
whether the change would lead to a loss of any of the 
considerable profits which the Post Office was now 
able to show as the result of its work. The tendency 
would be to create a profitable business, and he 
thought the Post Office revenue would be benefited.

Dr. Parkin, C .M .G ., in seconding, said it w as to him 
absolutely astonishing, considering that the cheapen
ing of postal rates had been one of the most profitable 
things ever done in this country* thatthe English 
mind did not grasp the present position. The Times, 
and many other great newspapers now r apidly follow
ing in its wake, contained news of importance from 
every corner of the world, and such papers should be 
available to Canadians. W h y should they not be 
allowed to obtain them just as freely as the people of 
this country?

Mr. Prefontaine, a member of the Canadian Govern
ment, spoke in support of the motion. He hoped 
that the work which had been begun by the league 
would be continued, and that they would be able to 
obtain from the new Government that which they 
asked, and that which was only reasonable, just, and 
fair, and was in the interests of the Empire.

The motion was adopted.
The Chairman, in replying to a vote o f thai>ks, 

announced that Mr. Rudolphe I.emieux, K.C., the 
Solicitor-General for Canada, would have been present 
but for the fact that he was fog-bound in the Channel.

The Times.
Picture Post Cards for Places Abroad 
W e  have received the following from the Genera) 
Post Office, which confirms and supplements the 
brief official announcement published in The Times 
o f 9 D ecem ber: The Postmaster-General has made 
arrangements for relaxing the regulations b y which 
picture post cards sent to places abroad have been 
debarred from bearing a communication on the left- 
hand half o f the address side. All such post cards 
can, therefore, so far as the British Post Office is con
cerned, now pass at the post card rate, provided that 
they are otherwise in conformity with the regulations. 
This concession has been expressly accepted by the 
Post Offices of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Egypt. 
France, Germany, Holland, Hungary, Italy, Luxem
burg, Mexico, Norway, Portugal, Russia, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and Tunis. It is not, however, universally 
accepted; and no guarantee can at present be given 
that such cards will be allowed to pass at the post 
card rate in countries other than those mentioned. 
Positive information has been received that cards of 
the kind described will not be allowed to pass as post 
cards in Japan, Spain, or the United States; and any 
such cards sent to or from those countries will he 
liable as heretofore to taxation as insufficiently paid 
letters, unless prepaid at the letter rate. No such 
contingency arises in regard to cards for the British 
Colonies and Possessions to which the penny rate of 
postage applies for both letters and post cards.

The Times.

A VERY HANDSOME P R ESEN T .
Packet No. 69, 2000 varieties. A  grand packet, every stamp being different and genuine, and thus forming 

a choice collection in itself. ^ 3 ,  post-free and registered*

S t a n le y  G ib b on s, L t d . ,  39s S t r a n d , L o n d o n , W . C .
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
O ur S c a n d in a v ia n  L e tte r
Europeans under a Cloud December. 1905*
A t  the present moment there seems to be very little 
interest prevailing- amongst the stamp collectors of 
(treat Britain for European stamps. “ K ing's Heads" 
are the rage of to-day. But old Europe is sure to 
come to the fore again, and then it may prove a good 
investment to have as few “ blanks" as possible of these 
stamps in your album.

The Stamps of Sweden : a History 
As regards Sweden, the interest for the stamps of 

this particular country may be roused very soon on 
account of the work just published on The Stamps 
of Sweden. , by the Philatelic Society of
Sweden (Sveriges Filatelist Kdrening). The Swedish 
stamp celebrates its fifty years jubilee this year, and 
the above-mentioned work is a detailed story, not only 
of the Swedish stamps, but al«o of the Post Office of 
Sweden. The book is full of good illustrations and 
interesting diagrams. It m aybe had from Sveriges 
Filatelist Fbrening, 24A Grefturegatan, Stockholm, 
Sweden, for 12s. 6d., post-free.

Forgeries of Old Swedish Stamps 
A well-known Swedish stamp dealer publishes a 

staterfient in the November issue of Svensk Filatelistisk 
Tidskrift to the effect that he has discovered forgeries 
of old Swedish stamps “ en masse." The stamps were 
sent from a Continental dealer for examination and 
they turned out to be very clever forgeries. All are 
unused and of 1858 issue, viz. 5, 9, 12, 24, 30, and 
50 ore (Arms of Sweden), and 1856 Local, black, and 
1862 Local, brown. Even an expert will have some

difficulty in distinguishing theseforgeries from genuine 
stamps. The difference lies chiefly in the paper and 
perforation. A  warning has been sent lo all the leading 
stamp journals of the world, so look out for detailed 
information, which will soon appear in English 
journals.

Proposed New Value for Sweden
There is some talk of a new value, viz. 35  ore, for 

Sweden, as a consequence of the reduced postage on 
parcel post. W e  may consequently expect a new 
stamp, presumably of the K ing Oscar's portrait type, 
in the near future.

The Stamps of Norway
Of all the European countries, I think there is none 

whose stamps are so dull-looking (if I may use such 
an expression) as those of Norway. Since 1867 the 
type has practically not been altered. But we shall 
soon have a new issue of Norwegians.

After the separation from Sweden the Norwegian 
Government sent out invitations to a competition for 
a new design. The committee which will decide in 
this matter comprises a Post Office official, an artist, 
and a philatelic expert; so if the new Norway will 
not please everybody, surely the Norwegian Govern
ment will not be to blame. I f  I may venture a guess 
as to the new design, I should say K ing Haakon's 
features will be seen on the stamps. W hat is more 
natural than that a country, which has not had a 
king of its own for several hundred years, should 
celebrate the event by issuing stamps with the King's  
portrait? The new stamps will probably be i>sued in 
about six months. I.ouis ZETTERSTEX.

PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
Ju n io r  P h ilatelic  S o c ie ty

Prstidsnt: Frtd J. Molvillt.
Secretary: H. F. Johnson, 4 Portland Plact North, Clapham 
Hostings: Exstsr Hall, Strand, W.Q. [Hoad, S.W.
Annual Subscription : It. Bd.

Next Competitive Display—Four Diplomas 
T h e  next diplomas of the Society will be awarded in 
connexion with . a competitive display of philatelic 
literature and for short papers on philatelic subjects.

The following is a table showing the requirements 
of the examiners for the literature contest:—

Div. Class of Book, etc. Limited to Possible
marks.

The best specialist monographs. T wo books. 14*
a. Tbc best general works. Two books. »4

3* The best representative cata
logues.

Two books. M

The best representative peri
odicals.

Two books. 14

5- Postal or philatelic pamphlets, 
minor handbooks, etc.

Four books. M

6. Manuscript compilations, books 
of cuttings, methods of ar
rangement of library (de
scription only), library ac
cessories,and any form of in
dividual work i 1 connexion 
with philatdic 'iterature.

Two
entries.

*5

Bonus 5

Total marks obtainable 100

* Distributed as nearly as possible as follows: seven points 
for literary value, four for condition, three for rarity. Condi
tion here does not mean that the book has not been cut for 
use io the exhibitor's library. Unopened books are of no use 
for study in that condition, and this contest is provided chiefly 
with the intention of promoting the study of useful books.

The Committee will take the term “ b o o k " to mean 
a complete work, whether it consists of one or more 
volumes. In the case of periodicals only one volume 
of each will be necessary, but the sender should state 
the number of volumes in his or her set.

T w o  diplomas will be awarded in this philatelic 
display.

//// entries should be sent to Mr. A’. Shepherd, cjo Mr. 
Charles Nissen, 7 Southampton Row, JV.C., by Tuesday, 
2 January\ jyo6.

Entries for the second contest, consisting of short 
papers on philatelic subjects, arc divided into two 
classes, one (a) for members over ttventy-one years 
of age, the other (b) for members under twenty-one 
years of age. One diploma in each class. These 
should be sent to Mr. K. Shepherd, Secretary to the 
Examining Committee, by Tuesday, 2 January, 1906.

Books, etc., entered for the first contest must be 
called for after the display on Saturday, 6 January, or 
arrangements must be made for the return of same, 
carriage forward, to the competitor.

B risto l an d  C lifton  
P h ilatelic  S o c ie ty
A MEETING of this Society was held on 7 December, 
190s, at 6 Priory Road, Alderman Gardner in the 
chair. Aftersome routine business had been transacted, 
the very fine collection of W est Indian stamps be
longing to Mr. E. Heginbottom was displayed, com
prising a superb lot of Barbados, Grenada, Dominica, 
and Jamaica.

A  hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. E. 
Heginbottom for his kindness in sending his stamps.

There are a few vacancies for new members.
H e n r y  A lsop, Hon. Sec.

25, A lm a  R oad, C lift o n , .B r isto l .
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THE STAMP MARKET
B y  A N  ODD LOT
A Peep at Specialism
Is* the pages of (* .S . II’  everything in the shape of 
minor varieties is barred, and the general collector, 
as well as the beginner, is wisely advised to stick 
to normal issues until he feels sure of his ground. 
Nevertheless, even the probationer must now and 
again hanker after a glimpse at the results of the 
specialist's work, for such work must be the ultimate 
goal of the earnest and persistent stamp collector.

Here, then, is the full catalogue of the sale of a 
specialized collection of Zanzibar stamps by Messrs. 
Ventom, Bull, and Cooper in London on 7 December, 
1905. It affords one of the best auction-room peeps 
into specialism that 1 have seen for many years.

ZANZIBAR ON INDIAN. 
Surcharged in Blue.

Lot
1. 4 anna, green, small second “ z ”  and inverted

** q "  for “  b. * used, on piece and very fine
2. Another very fine s peci men. . . . .
3. A  sim ilar l o t .........................................................
4.  1 anna, plum, tall second “ 2 , ‘ used, on piece

with three other v a l u e s ......................................
5. D itto, small second “  z ,"  used, on piece and very

f i n e ............................................................................
f>. D itto, a  fine horizontal pair . . . .
7. D itto, small second **z,” a  single specimen, un

used, in mint s t a t e ................................................
8. D itto, another used, and very fine
I*. D itto, another fine specimen, used, on piece 

10. D itto, another fine specimen, used, on piece with 
a  34 u., g r e e n ..........................................................

Black Surcharge.
1 1 .  4 Anna, green, twenty-six mint specimens, in

cluding blocks, and three unused .
12. D itto, the error “  Zanzidar," very fine .
13. D itto, another fine specimen o f this error, but

with inverted “  p "  for “  d "  . ,
14. D itto, variety “ p ”  with tail broken off for

" n , "  four mint specimens (one in a pair) and 
one used^ . . . . . . ,

15. D itto, variety “ 1 ” without dot, three mint
specimens, and one u sed; variety inverted 
“ q "  for “ b ,” one mint and two used speci
mens (one in a pair), and eight others . .

10. D itto, variety inverted “ q ”  tor “ b ”  and small 
second “ z," thirty mint specimens, some in 
blocks (showing types) and eleven used, e tc  .

17. D itto, ditto, with Gothic second “ z,'1 five mint
and one used; ditto, with “ r "  variety, four 
mint and one used ; ditto, with inverted small 
second “ 2," one mint . . . . .

18. D itto, variety with large * b , ” in a mint hori
zontal pair, very r a r e ......................................

19. D itto, variety with antique first “ Z .”  m int;
variety with small second *‘ 2 "  and Arabic 
figure for “ r ”  (two. one in block, m int}; 
variety tall second “ Z " (fifteen mint and stx 
used, some in b l o c k s ) ......................................

2 0 . Ditto, variety with small second “  z” in different
positions, a nice lot, mostly mint . . .

21. D itto, variety with Gothic second “ z "  (two,
one in block, mint), and the remainder o f tlte 
collection o f this value, including blocks show
ing types, mostly m i n t ......................................

22. 1  anna, plum, twenty-three mint specimens and
seven used . . . . . .

23. D itto, the error “  Zanzidar,”  used on piece, and
f i n e ............................................................................

24. D itto, the error “ Zanibar,”  fine . . .
25. D itto, variety “  p ” with tail broken off for “  n ,"

four mint and one used, the latter with small 
second “ z ”  below the line . . . .

26. D itto, variety *' i ”  without dot, five mint and
£  two u s e d ...................................................................

27. • D itto, variety inverted *' q "  for “  b ,"  two used ;
ditto, with small second “  z,”  on and above 
the line, twenty-three mint (including blocks) 
and ten u s e d .........................................................

£  s. d .

2 0 0  
1 17 o 
1 19 o

1 18 o

2 0 0 

3 7 6

3 0 0 
I 17 o 
I 1 2  O

I 16 O

1 o o
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i 3 °  
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O i l  O 

I IO O

i 7 o

I 7 o

I to o 

z o o

3 5 0
♦  5 0

0 1 8 0  

t 4 o

t 5 o

28. 1 anna, plum, inverted " q "  for “ b ,” and “ r "  var.
(three, one m int); var. with Gothic second “ z ” 
(three mini and one used); variety with Arabic 
“  r ”  (three, two m int): variety with antique 
first “  Z  *' (in block o f four and pair, mint) .

29. D itto, variety with antique first •* Z "  (in mint
block of four), tall second “  Z "(three mint and 
four used), and others .

30. D itto, variety ** Zanz ib a r”  (spaced), in an un
used block o f  four, mint, rare .

31. D itto, small second “ z.”  tall second “ Z ,”  “ r,”
and other varieties, thirty-three mint and live 
used . . .  . . . . .

32. D itto, the remainder o f the collection o f  this
value mostly mint, and including blocks show
ing types . . .  . . . . . . . .

3 3 . 14 anna, sepia, twenty-one mint, including
blocks, and three used . . . . .

34. D itto, the error “ Zanzidar,”  inverted “ p ” for
•‘ d ”  ............................................................................

3.1. D itto, variety “  p ”  with tail broken off for “  n,’, 
three mint (one in strip o f three) and one 
used . . . . . . . . .

30. D itto, variety “  i "  without dot, mint, inverted 
“  q ”  for “  b ”  (one used), and ditto with Gothic 
second * 'z ”  (three mint) . . . . .

D7. D itto, variety small second " z "  and inverted 
( ,q ”  for ** b,”  eighteen mint (including pairs) 

and nine used . . . . . .
38. D itto, ditto, with Arabic " r "  (one used), tall

second “  Z "  (ten mint, two in strips, and 
eghl used), and o t h e r s ......................................

39. D itto, variety ** Zanz ib a r”  (spaced), fine and
very s c a r c e .........................................................

40. D itto, small second “  z "  varieties, thirty-four
mint (including strip and pairs) and fourteen 
used . .  . . . ^

41. D itto, the remainder o f the collection o f this
value, including Gothic second “ z ” (in block), 
“ b "  without serif, broken types, etc., mostly 
In blocks, and all mint but one . . _ .

42. 3 annas, ultramarine, seventeen mint (including
block and pair) and twelve used . .

43. D itto, variety twice surcharged, a mint vertical
pair, the lower stamp has no dot to the letter 
*' i ,” very rare ...........................................................

44. D itto, ditto, a single mint specimen .
45. D itto, a similar l o t ................................................
46. D itto, a n o t h e r .........................................................
47. D itto, variety “  p " with tail broken off for “  n,”

two mint and three used . . . .
48. D itto, variety “ i ” without dot, two mint and

two used (one with broken “  b ' )
40. D itto, small second “ z ” and inverted " q ”  for 

“  b " varieties, sixteen mint and eleven used
50. D itto, ditto, with " r "  variety, three mint (two

in pairs) and one used; ditto, with Gothic 
second “ z '* (three m int): variety with antique 
first “ Z ” mint (in block o f four); and one 
used and o t h e r s ................................................

51. D itto, variety with large “ b ,”  in a horizontal
pair, fine and scarce................................................

52. D itto, variety with tall second "  Z ,"  seventeen
mint (including blocks and pairs), and four 
used, etc................................  . . .

53. D itto, variety email second "  z,”  a fine lot,
mostly mint, also “  r '' varieties

54. D itto, the remainder o f the collection o f this
value, mostly mint, including blocks (showing 
types), a fine lot . . . . . .

55. 34 annas, green, twenty-three mint (including
blocks and pairs) and ten used .  ̂ .

56. D itto, the error "Z a n z id a r,” used, on piece and
f i n e ............................................................................

57. Ditto, another specimen o f this error, but with
inverted "  p ”  for *‘ d ” ......................................

58. D itto, variety ** p " with tail broken off for "  n,”
five mint ( 1 in. block) and two used 

69. D itto, variety “ i ”  without dot, three mint and
two u s e d ...................................................................

60. D itto, variety inverted “  q ”  for “  b "  (one used), 
ditto, and small second “ z ," fifteen mint (in
cluding “  r ”  variety) and eleven used • .

£  s.
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Lot  ̂ jC s. </.
01. 2$ annas, green, Gotlilc second " z , "  two mint and

one used, Antique first " Z " ( o n c  used) and var.
with tall second "  Z  " (s ix  mint and eight used) 1 to o

02. Ditto, small second “ z "  in conjunction with
other varieties, the collection, thirty-nine
specimens, mostly m i n t .......................................1 18 o

63. Ditto, the remainder o f  the collection o f this
value, mostly mint, including blocks . t 19 o

04. 3 annas, brown-orange, nineteen mint (including
block and pair) and six used . . . . t 8 o

65. Ditto, the e rro r‘ ‘ Zanztdar,’’ very fine (see photo) 3 12  6
06. Ditto, variety “  p " with tail broken ofT for “  n,”

three mint (one in block o f four) . . . 1 7 0
07. Ditto, variety " i "  without dot, six mint sped*

mens (one in horizontal pair) . . , ( .
08. Ditto, inverted “ q "  for “ b ” (one m int); ditto,

with small second *‘ z,”  seventeen mint and
seven used...................................................................3 2 6

69. Ditto, Gothic second “ z.”  three mint (one in
pair), Antique first “ Z  "(one mint), and Arabic 
“  r ”  (two m i m l ................................................ o 14 o

70. Ditto, variety with large “ b ," mint and very
s c a r c e ......................................................... .........  1 18 o

71. Ditto, variety “ Zanz ib a r '' (spaced), in a mint
horizontal p a i r ......................................................... 2 17 6

72. Ditto, variety “  Zanz ibar,”  a  single mint speci
men o f this scarce variety . . . . 2 to o

73. Ditto, variety tall second '* Z ,"  eight mint (one
in pair) anu four u s e d ...................................... 1 6 0

74. Ditto, small second “ z ”  in conjunction with
other varieties, sixteen mint and two used . 1 10 o

75. Ditto, the remainder o f the collection o f this
value, mostly mint, and including pairs . . 1 10 o

76. 4 annas, olive-green, twenty-nine mint (including
blocks) and four u s e d ...................................... 1 10 o

77. Ditto, the error “  Zapzibar,'' but with tail of “ p ”
e r a s e d ...................................................................2 8 0

78. Ditto, variety “  p "  with tail broken off fo r “ n ,”
two u>ed specimens (one on piece with 4 a.) . o i s  o

79. Ditto, variety "Z a n z  ib a r ” (spaced), mint and
very scarce . . . . . . . 1 0 0

50. Ditto, anothem iintspecim enofthisscarcevariety t o o
51. Ditto, vaiiety “  i ”  without dot, three mint and

one used . . . . . . . . 1 9 0
82. Ditto, inverted “ q ”  for ‘ ‘ b ,”  mint (in strip of

three) and one used ; ditto, with small second 
“  z,”  sixteen mint and eleven used . . . 3 10 o

83. Ditto, ditto, with “ r ”  variety, three mint and
one used; Gothic second “ z,”  four mint (one 
in pair), Arabic “ r ”  (one used); tall second 
“  Z "  with varieties, four mint and two used . 1 6 0

84. Ditto, tall second “ Z ,"  thirteen mint and four
u s e d ............................................................................ 1 10 o

8). Ditto, small second “  z,”  ten mint and nine used,
including “  r ” and other varieties . . 0 1 5  o

86. Ditto, the remainder o f the collection o f this
value, including broken type and other 
varieties, mostly m i n t ........................................... 1 5 0

87. 6 annas, bistre, eighteen mint (including block
and pairs) and five u s e d ...................................... 2 0 0

88. Ditto, variety “  p '* with tail broken off for ** n,”
three mint s p e c i m e n s ...................................... 1 5 0

89. Ditto, ditto, one mint in a horizontal pair, and
one used . .  . . . . 0 1 8 0

90. Ditto, the error "Z a p z ib ar ,”  but with tail o f
“ p ”  e r a s e d ................................................ ......... 2 1 ;  o

91. Ditto, variety "  i ”  without dot, three mint speci
mens ................................................................................. 1 6 0

92. Ditto, variety small second **2 "  and inverted
**q”  for **b,”  nine mint and six used, in
cluding " r "  varie ty ................................................a 16  o

93. Ditto, Gothic second ** z,”  three mint and two
used,antique first " z ,  ’ one mint and one used 1 5 0

94. Ditto, variety "Z a n z  ibar,*' (spaced), mint, and
very s c a r c e ..............................................................2 4 0

95. Ditto, another specimen o f this scarce variety,
used . ...................................................................... .......  to  o

96. Ditto, variety tall second "  Ztn seven mint speci
mens ...................................................................t 3 o

97. Ditto, ditto, four mint and three used . . 1 0 0
98. Ditto, variety small second " z ,”  sixteen mint

(including block) and five used . - . 1 5 0
99. Ditto, ditto, with “ r "  variety, five mint and

two used, and others . . . . . o 15 o
100. Ditto, the remainder c f  the collection o f this

value, mostly mint in pair^, including broken
type v a r ie t ie s ......................................................... 1 6 0

191. 8 annas, dull mauve, five mint and one used . 1 6 0
102. Ditto, small second " z ”  and inverted “ q ”  for

“  b,” three mint and one used . _ . . . 2 0 0
103. Ditto, ditto, but second “ z ”  raised, six mint

and three u sed ........................................................... 3 t7 6

Lot £  s. d.
104. 8 annas, dull mauve, with ** r ”  variety, two mint,

and antique first "  Z ,”  one used . . 1 2 0
105. Ditto, variety with large "  b ,”  very fine, and

s c a r c e ................................................................... 2 15  o
106. Ditto, tall second “  Z ,”  two mint and one used,

on piece with three other values . . . 1 10 o
107. Ditto, variety with small second “ z,”  pair and

two singles mint and two used . . . 1 tS o
103. Ditto, the remainder o f the collection of this 

value (dull mauve), including mint block of 
four showing types . . . . . 1 7 0

109. 8 annas, aniline mauve, twelve mint (including
block o f four) and three used . . . . 2 2 0

110. Ditto, three mint pairs and one used . . . o 15 ©
111. Ditto, variety ** p ” with tail broken off for “  n ,“

in an unused block o f four, mint . . t 6 o
112. Ditto, a  single mint specimen o f this variety . o 17 o
113. Ditto, variety “  i ” without dot, mint . . 1 0 0
114. Ditto, ditto, and “  b ” without serif, one mint

and one used . . . . . . . 1 4 0
115. Ditto, a similar lot . . . . t . . 1 1 0
116. Ditto, variety small second " z ” and inverted

“  q ” for "  b,” four mint . . . . . 0 1 7 0
117. Ditto, Gothic second " z , "  three mint, one in a

pair with the tall secon d ‘ ‘ Z ”  variety . . 1 1 0
118. Ditto, antique first "  Z , ” mint . . . . o 15 o
119. Ditto, tall second “ Z ,” two in mint, horizontal

p a irs . . . . . . . . o 12 o
120. Ditto, ditto, four m i n t ...................................... o 13 o
121. Ditto, ditto, three mint and two used . . o 15 o
122. Ditto, variety, small second " z , ' three mint and

two used . . . . . . . . o 10 o
123. Ditto, ditto, five mint and two used . . . o 12 o
124. Ditto, ditto, five mint and one used . . . 0 12 o
125. Ditto, ‘ ‘ r*’ and other varieties, four mint and

two used . . . . . . . 0 1 3 0
126. Ditto, the remainder o f the collection o f this

value (aniline mauve), including block o f four,
all mint but two . . . . . . 1 iS o

127. 12 annas, brown on red, seven mint and two used 1 xo o
128. Ditto, a similar l o t ............................................... t 8 o
129. Ditto, variety ** p ” with tail broken off for **n ”  2 5 0
130. Ditto, variety “ 1 without dot, three mint and

one used . . . . . . . . 2 16 o
131. Ditto, small second “ z,”  *‘ r ,”  and other varieties,

six mint and five used . . . . 2 2 0
132. Ditto, Gothic second "  z,”  two mint and an ique

firs t"  Z .”  i wo used . . . . .  . 1 5 0
133. Ditto, variety with large " b ”  in a  horizontal

pair, fine and r a r e ...............................................3 5 °
134. Ditto, tall second " Z , ”  two in mint pairs, and

three used .................................................1 1 o
135. Ditto, ditto, 8 mint . * . . . . 2 0 0
136. Ditto, small second , ; z ,"  two pairs and seven

singles mint, and two used . . . . 1 1 1  o
137. Ditto, ditto, raised, pair and four singles mint,

and four u s e d .............................................................. 1 1 0
138. Ditto, variety “ i "  without dot, mint, antique

first “ Z , ‘* used, and the r ”  variety, mint . 1 xo o
139. Ditto, variety "Z a n z  il*ar”  (spaced), in a  mint

horizontal pair . . . . . . 2 0 0
140. Ditto, the remainder o f  the collection o f this

value, including block o f four, pair and five 
singles, mint . .  . . . . . 2 0 0

141. t rupee, slate, a  horizontal pair and single, mint 1 u  o
142. Ditto, mint and a  used specimen . . . 1 2 0
143. Ditto, a  similar l o t ..................................................... 1 3 0
144. Ditto, variety inverted “ q ”  for “ b ,”  used on

piece and f i n e ............................................ ............. a to o
145. Ditto, small second **z”  and inverted ‘ ‘ q ”  for

*• b ,”  two m in t ................................................................ 8 o
146. Ditto, ditto, one mint and one used . . . 1 5 0
147. Ditto, ditto, two mint specimens, one with

second “ z ”  inverted .  ̂ . . . 1 1 0
148. Ditto, variety small second " z ”  inverted, mint o 16 o
149.  Ditto, small second " z ”  and inverted " q ”  for

b,”  two m in t ..........................................................* 4 0
150. Ditto, a  similar lot . . . . . 1 3 0
151. Ditto, ditto, a  vertical pair and two singles,

used, very f in e ................................................................ 19 o
152. D itto, ditto five used specimens, fine . . 2 5 0
153. D itto, tail secon d '* Z ,”  two mint . . . 1 t o
154. Ditto, small second **z," on the line (2) and

above the line ( 1 mint and 2 used) . . . 2 0 0
155. Ditto, the *‘ r ’ variety, mint, and two others . 1  14 o
150. 1 rupee, carmine and green, seven mint (includ

ing pair) and two used .......................................1 to o
157. Ditto, eight mint and two used . . . . 1  10 o
158. Ditto, surcharged vertically downwards, a mint

block o f four . . . . . .  . . 3 0 0
159. Ditto, ditto, a single mint specimen, variety

“  i ” without d o t ................................................ ......
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Lot £  s .  i t
100. i rupee, carmine and green, surclmrged vertically

downwards, a mint vertical pair . . . x 17 o
1 0 1 . Ditto, ditto, a mint horizontal pair . . . x 10 o
Id'.'. Ditto, ditto, a single mint specimen . . . 1 14 o
103 . Ditto, a similar lot . . . . . . 1 to o
1 0 4 . Ditto, variety “  i "  without dot, one mint and a

used specimen . . . . . • . 2 0 0
1 0 5 . Ditto, ditto, a single mint specimen . . o 19 o
I 'm*. Ditto, ditto, and “  b ' without serif, three mint 2 4 0
1 0 7 . Ditto, ditto, two mint . . . . . 1 12 o
li>S. Ditto, antique first "‘ Z ,’’ mint, Gothic second

“  2," mint, and the "  r ” variety, used . . 1 7 0
lop. Ditto, tall second '* Z,'* three mint . . . 1 t o
17 li. Ditto, ditto, three mint . , . . . 1 0 0
171 . Ditto, ditto, and "  r variety, two mint . . o w o
1 7 2 . Ditto, small second “ 2 ," pair and four mint,

and three singles, u s e d ................................ 1 3 0
173 . Ditto, ditto raised, eight mint and three used . i id o
1 7 4 . Ditto, variety “ p with tail broken ofl for " n , ”

used, and very fine . . . . .
17 '». Ditto, the remainder of the collection of this 

value (carmine and gTeen) including two 
blocks of four, and live singles, mini^ .

17«\ 2 rupees, cinnamon and carmine, six mint.
1 7 7 . Ditto, pair and single mint, and-our used _ .
1 7 8 . Ditto, block of four with bottom margin mint,

and single, used . . . . . .
1 7 0 . Ditto, antique first '* Z,” two mint and two used

(one with dropped *' r ” ) .......................................
ISO. Ditto, tall second “  Z ' three mint and one used 
181 . Ditto, ditto, one mint and one used, the latter 

with surcharge at bottom o f stamp, and
dropped "  r " ..........................................................

1$2 . Ditto, " r "  variety, in a pair and single mint, 
and one used . . . . . t .

183 . 3 rupees, green and brown, block of four mint
and two used . .................................................

1 8 4 . Ditto, pair and three singles . . . .
185 . Ditto, four mint and two used . 
is.;. Ditto, antique first 4*Z ,” in a mint horizontal

pair, and three minor varieties 
187 . Ditto, ditto, two mint and two used .
Is*. Ditto, tall second “  Z,' tnree mint 
18li. Ditto, ditto, one mint, one used, and two other 

varieties mint . . . . . . .
190 . Ditto, the remainder oT the collection of this 

value, including two with overprint at bottom 
of stamp, three are mint . . . . .

15*1 . 5 rupees, violet and blue, a pair and three singles, 
m in t..............................................................................

192 . Ditto, four mint and five used . . # .
1 9 3 . Ditto, variety, twice surcharged, once inverted,

m in t..............................................................................
1 9 4 . Ditto, ditto, a similar specimen .
195 . Ditto, ditto, another mint specimen with **r”

v a r i e t y .................................................................... ......
190 Ditto, “ r ” of “ Zanzibar” inverted, very rare . 5
1 9 7 . Ditto, antique first “ Z ,” two in mint horizontal

pairs. .......................................
198 . Ditto, ditto, two mint and two used .
IP11. Ditto, ditto, one mint and two used, and another

variety mint . . . .
2 0 0 . Ditto, mint block of four showing types
2 0 1 . Ditto, tall second " Z , "  two mint and one used .
2 0 2  Ditto, the remainder o f the collection of this

value, including broken type and other 
varieties, all mint but one .

2 0 3 . Indian stamps used in Zanzibar prior to 10, 11,
1895, the collection.................................................2 14 o

189S-96 Provisionals on Indian.
*‘ a$ ”  in red (Gibbons* Type a) on t$ anna, sepia.

2 0 4 . Normal type, two mint and six used specimens. 1 7 o
2 0 5 . The error “ Zanizbar" in a horizontal strip of

four, very l i n e .......................................................... ......
2 0 0 . A single specimen of this scarce error . . 6 0 0
2 0 7 . The error "  Zanzidar "  in a fine horizontal pair . 7 0 0
2 0 8 . Variety small second “ z ” and inverted "  q "  for

*’ h ," two mint and four used; variety small 
second “  z,” in a mint pair and a single used 
(no fraction bar to J ) ....................................... ......  to o

2 0 9 . Ditto, with large “ b,'* extreme corner gone, but
very scarce . . . . . . 1 0 0

2 1 0 - Ditto, “  i ” without dot, used, small second
two mint and four used, and a normal mint 
specimen without fraction bar . . . 1 1 1 0

2 1 1 . Ditto, tall second *‘ Z ,” two mint, one in hori
zontal pair, “  b "  without serif, mint, and two
used pairs showing types....................................... ...... 6 o

2 1 2 . Ditto, “ p ’’ with tail broken off for “ n,” and
othervarieties in a mint block of fifteen with 
leftside margin, very fine . . . . 3 10 o

I 8 0

2 IO 0
1 112 0
I Jt6 0
X 5 0
I 9 0
I 0 0

O 18 0
> 0 0
I 10 0
1 7 0
1 10 0
, 12 0
X 1 0
1 X 0

1 2 0

1 IS 0
t 17 0
3 5 0
4 4 0
3 0 O
3 0 0
5 xo 0
1 xo 0
1 5 0
1 4 01 8 0
1 1 0

3 4 0

Lot £  *■ </•
2 1 3 . “ 2j*'in  red (Gibbons' Types), on a., sepia,

small second " z "  variety, a mint vertical pair 1 3 0
2 1 4 . “  z-l ” in red (Gibbons’ Type 5), on 14 a ., sepia,

small second "  z "  variety, a single mint speci
men . . . . . . . . . 0 1 5 0

2 1 5 . Ditio, a tine used specimen . . . . o 15 o
2 1 b. Ditto, a mint vertical pair, top stamp with

in "  £ "  for figure “  t. ’ ........................................t 12 o
2 1 7 . Ditto, another mint specimen, apparently *' Zan-

zilar" altered to "Zanzibar." . . . . o 16 0
2 1 8 . Ditto, tall second **Z,” mint, and another with

small second * z.” u s e d ........................................0 1 6  o
2 1 9  Ditto, small second " z , "  two mint and one used.

and a mint specimen with *r " variety . . o 17 0
2 2 0 . “  2$ ” in red (Gibbons' Type 6). on x£ a ., sepia,

two mint specimens and one used . . ^ . 1 0 0
2 2 1 . Ditto, small second ‘ *z." a mint vertical pair,

top stamp wiih inverted figure "  1 '' in fraction 1 14 0 
2 2 1 , Ditto, ditto, three mint . . . . . t o o
2 2 3 . "2 *  '' in red (Gibbons’ Type 7), on a,, sepia,

small second " z ," two mult . . . o 17 o
2 2 4 . “ zjt" in red (Gibbons’ Type 9), on a ,  sepia,

mint, and a used specimen of Type 2 with in
verted figure "  x “ in fraction .  ̂ . . x 12 0

2 2 5 . Ditto, variety, small second " z ” and inverted
‘ •q’* for ** b , ' a mint horizontal pair . . o 16 0

2 2 b. Ditto, *‘ i ” without dot, mint . . . 1 7 0
2 2 7 . Ditto, small second " z ,  ' a vertical strip of three,

mi nt .......................................................................1 4 0
2 2 S. Ditto, ditto, three m i n t ........................................... 1 1 0
2 2 9 . Ditto, ditto, one mint (inkspot), ami a pair and

two singles used . . . . t 12 o
2 3 0 . Ditto, ditto, raised, a horizontal pair and a single,

mint ............................................................................... ...... to o
2 3 1 . Ditto, a similar l o t ................................................. o 19 0
2 3 2 . 2\" in red (Gibbons’ Type 9), small second “ z ” 

and inverted "  q "  for b ,” a hozizontnl strip
of four, used, and the "  r “ variety mint. . o 18 o

2 3 3 . "  2J’’ in red (Gibbons’ Type 11), mint . . o 15 o
2 3 4 . Ditto small second "z » ” used and very scarce . o 75 0
2 3 '.. Ditto, ditto, raised, u-ed and very scarce . . o 10 o
2 3 b. “  2} *’ in red (Gibbons* Types 2 and 4) on i£ a .,

sepia, in a mint vertical pair . . . . 1 t o
2 3 7 . Ditto (Types 5 and 2), in a mint vertical pnit 1 1 o
2 3 $. Normal tvpe, one mint and two u-ed (one on

piece with 4 a . ) ................................................. r 6 o
2 3 9 . Variety '' i ’’ without dot, one mint and one used 1 11 o
2 4 0 . Ditto, small second * 'z ‘* and inverted “ q ” for

"  b,” one mint and two used . . . . 1 7 0
2 4 1 . Ditto, small second " z  ” one mint and one used 0 x3 o
2 4 2 . Ditto, ditto a mint horizontal pair . . . o 17 0
2 4 3 . Ditto, ditto, one mint and two used . . . 1 5 0
2 4 4 . ‘ ‘ 2A ” in black (Gibbons' Type 4), on 1 a., plum.

in a mint vertical pair with Type 3 . . t 8 o
2 4 5 . Ditto, normal type, two used . .  ̂ . . 1 4 0
2 4 b. Ditto, variety, small second “  z "  and inverted

*• q ” for '* b ," one used, and another used with
small second ‘ ‘ 2 "  o n l y ....................................... ...... 10 0

2 4 7 . Ditto, small second '•*,"one mint and one used 1 t2 o 
2 4 S. "  2^ “ in black (Gibbons' Type 5), on 1 a., plum,

normal type, two m i n t ............................................ 1 0 0
2 4 9 . Ditto, variety without fraction bar, one mint . o 14 o
2 5 0 . Ditto, variety " i "  without dot, one mint . . t 10 o
2 5 1 . Ditto, tall second ' Z ,” two. mint . . . 1 1 0
2 5 2 . Ditto, on 1 a ., plum, small second “ z,’* one

mint and one used, and inverted " q ” for ** b ,"
one u s e d .............................................................................  ft 0

2 5 3 . Ditto, ditto, raised, two mint and one used . 1 3 0
2 5 4 . Ditto, Types 4, 3, and 5, in a mint vertical strip

of three, top stamp has inverted figure “ x'* 
and no fraction bar in "  4 ," second stamp, no 
serif to "  b,** and third stamp no dot to letter 
**i,” very r a r e ................................................................7 0 0

2 5 5 . Ditto, Types 3 and 5 in a mint vertical pair . t 10 o 
2 5 0 , Ditto, a mint corner block of eight with lull mar

gins, comprising four of Type 3  and two each
of Types 4 and ve y fine and scarce . . 8 to o

257. * *a j”  in red (Gibbons’ Type 5). on 1 a ., plum,
normal type, a mint vertical pair . . . 1 18 o

2 5 8 . Ditto, tall second " Z , ” one mint . . . o 15 o
2 5 9 . “ a j "  in red (Gibbons' Type 9), normal type, one

m in t ........................................_ . . • , o 18 o
2 t’>0 . Ditto, small second " z , ” one mint . . . o 11 o
2 0 1 . Ditto, ditto, dropped, one mint . . . . 0 x 3 0
2 :52. Ditto, ditto, raised, one mint . . . . o 14 0

1895-96 P ro v ision a ls.
"  a } '* in red  on a a ., u ltram arine.

2 0 3 . Type 4, normal type, two mint . . . . 1 1 0
2 0 4 . Ditto, ditto, one u sed ........................................................  11 o
2 0 5 . Ditto, variety small second "  z ," one mint. . o tt 0
2 0 6 . Ditto, ditto, One used . .  . . . . 0 1 1 0
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Lot £  5. d.
Type 4, one mint . . . . . . 0 x 1 0

•.’■'■S. Ditto, tall second “  2 ,” one used . . . o xt o
•J'*11. Type 5, small second “ z,” one mint . . . o rt o
27*). Ditto, a mint vertical pair, one with tali second

"  Z " ...............................................................................1 10 o
•J71 . Type 6, norma! type, seven mint . . . 0 x 6 0
272 . Ditto, ditto, six used . . . . , . 0 1 2 0
.’7 :5. Ditto, a mint horizontal pair, one with Roman

“ I ” in fraction, and two others (used) . . 1 5 0
*274 . Ditto, inverted figure “  x "  iu "  one poor, and

two others . . . . . , o 10 o
27-5. Ditto, ditto, and tall second “  Z," one mint and

one u s e d .......................................  . . x o o
27'*.. Ditto, ditto, and small second “ z,” one mint,

Homan “ 1 "  in “  i  ’* and small second “  2 ," one
mint, and three others . . . . x 14 o

2 7 7 . Ditto, variety, “ Zanzibar” (spaced), used on
piece and very f i n e ...................................................... 1 2 0

278 . Ditto, variety “ i ” without dot, one mint and
one used .  1 2 0

279 . Ditto, variety ‘ p ” with tail broken o(T for “  n ,"
in a mint horizontal p a ir ............................................ 1 7 0

2-SO, Ditto, a single mint specimen of this scarce
v a r i e t y .................................................................... t o o

281 Ditto, Gothic second *' z ” etc , seven mint . 1 12 o
2*2 . Ditto, tail second “ Z ,” pair and two singles 

mint, and one used, small second *, z ." pair 
and three singles mint . . . . . 1 6 0

283 . Ditto, broken type and other varieties, four mint
and three used . . . . . . o tS o

2*4. Ditto, mint block of four, including the inverted 
figure "  1,” Homan ‘ ‘ l , "  and tall second “ Z "
varieties, s c a r c e ................................................. 1 18 o

2*'i. Ditto, block of four, strip of three and two pairs,
ail mint and showing types . . . ̂  . 1 14 o

2S >. Type 7, variety inverted tigure “  1 "  in fraction,
mint, and three others . # : 14 o

2*7. Ditto, inverted "  x "  in fraction and tall second
“  Z ,"  one mint and one used . . . . x 1 o

2SS. Ditto, antique first “  Z ,"  one used, tall second
"  Z ,” one mint and two used . . . . 1 9 0

289 . Ditto, small second “  z,“ two mint and another
also with antique first “  Z ” used . . . 0 : 6 0

290 . Type 9, norma! type, one mint, and small second
"  z,‘* one mint . . . . . , . 1 1 0

291 . Ditto, small second * z ," one mint and one used 1 1 o
Ditto, “  i ” vvitbout dot, used, and another . 1 1 0

293 . Ditto, one mint unci another . . . . o 17 o
294 . Type it , tall second "  Z ,"  one mint . . . 0 : 6 0
29-*>. Ditto, ditto, one u sed ................................................. o 12 o
29 >. Types 5 ami 9, in a mint vertical pair . . 1 x 0
297. Types 6(2) and 7, in a vertical strip of three, and

Types 6 and 7 (2) ditto, showing varieties . 1 3 0  
29*. Types 6 and 7, two of each in a mint block of

four, one of the latter with antique first "  7. " 1 o o

Stamps of British East Africa overprinted "Zanzibar."
June to August, 1896

299 . J a., yellow-green, five mint and one used . . 1 3 0
3UJ. Ditto, "  i "  without dot, tall second " Z , "  and

other varieties, one mint and six used . . 1 6 0
$ 11. Ditto, an unused block of six in mint state . x 6 o 
3 0 2 . Ditto, ditto, with bottom margin . . x 12 o
Buy. Ditto, ditto, with full corner margins. . . 1 12 o
;>04 . x a., carmine-rose, four mint and six used . . 1 7 0
1500. Ditto, six mint specimens including <a i *'without

dot, Gothic second “  z ," and other varieties . 1 8 0  
SOB. Ditto, a pair and four used, showing varieties . 1 7 0  
307 . Ditto, an unused block of four in mint state . o 14 o 
398 . Ditto, a horizontal stitp of three and a block of

three in mint state . . . . . . 1 x 0 0
309  Ditto, error, twice surcharged, a mint horizontal

pair . . ........................................................... 4 <' o
310 . Ditto, a single specimen, used . . . . x x8 o
a) 1. DittOj a single mint specimen, small second "  z "

variety . . ................................................. 1 t8 o
31-2, a|a., deep blue, three m in t....................................... ......  xx o
313 . Ditto, a pair and two mint...............................................1 4 0
314 . Ditto, four u s e d ................................................................t o o
3 D. Ditto, five u s e d ...............................................................1 2 0
310 . Ditto, small second " z "  and other varieties, a

pair and three used, and one mint . . . 1 to o
3 1 7 . Ditto, a mint hori«ont tl pair with bottom margin

and a single used . . . . . . o 17 o
31$. 4^a., orange-yellow, " p "  with tail broken off 

for “  n ," mint, "  i “ without dot, mint, and one
u^ed and two others................................................ . 1 1 2 0

31P, Ditto, tail second " Z ’ and other varieties, six 
mint, and two used . . . . . _ .

3 2 0 . Ditto, a fine used block of nineteen with left side 
margin, including the broken " p ” and other 
varieties . . . . . . . . 3 5 °

Lot
3 2 1 . 4$ a., orange-yellow, a block of four with bottom

margin and a pair, u s e d ........................................o 14 o
3 2 2 . Ditto, a mint block of eight with Gothic second

z ," and other varieties....................................... 1 16 o
3 2 3 . Ditto, a mint block o f six, with similar variety o »3  o
3 2 4 . Ditto, a mint corner block of four with full

margins and a single mint . . . . o 15 o
3*2 5 . 5 a., bistre, "  i "  without dot, four mint and one

u s e d ...................................................................................2 0 0
3 2 b. Ditto, error “  Zanziba," used and scarce . . 0 6 0
3 2 7 . Ditto. Gothic second " z  ’ in a mint pair, tall

second "  Z ," two mint and two others . . 1 1 0
3 2 8 . Ditto, small second "  z "  varieties, three mint

and three u se d ........................................................... 1 1 o
3 2 9 . Ditto, an unused block of six in mint state, in

cluding Gothic second " z ” and other varieties 1 4 0
3 3 0 . Ditto, another lot, including tall second " Z *

varieties . • . . . . . 1 1 0
3 3 1 . Ditto, a block of four, including " i "  without

dot and three singles mint . . . 1 4 0
3 3 2 . Ditto, a block of eight used, including " 2 ”

varieties, etc.............................................  . . 1 5 0
3 3 3 . Ditto, a block of five used and a single . . j t o
8 3 4 . Ditto, a block of four used, and a pair and single 1 3 o
33 -0 . 7( a., mauve, five mint and one used . . . 1 3 0
3 3 b. Ditto, "  i "  without dot, three mint . . . 1 1 0
8 3 7 . Ditto, " z ” varieties, four mint . . . . 0 1 5 0
3 3 8 . Ditto, a fine block of fifteen, used, including

Gothic “ 2 "  and other varieties . . . 2 to o
3 3 9 . Ditto, a mint block of six, including * z ''

varieties . ........................................1 2 o
3 4 0 . Ditto, a mint block of five ditto . . .  . o u  o
3 4 1 . Ditto, a block of four and single used, and a

mint p a ir ..................................................................... 1 6 0

zo Sep tem b er, 1896.
3 4 2 . I anna to 5 annas, grey-green, the collection of

pairs, singles, and small blocks, mostly mint,
and a "specimen ' s e t ........................................1 14 o

3 4 3 . 1 rupee, ultramarine (shades), including blocks
and strips, all mint but two . . . . 1 rS o

3 4 4 . 2 rupees, green, all mint but four (including
b l o c k s ) .....................................................................2 6 0

3 4 5 . 3 rufiees. purple, including blocks, a<! mint but
three . . . . . . . . . 3 5 0

3 4 '>. 4 rupees, lake, including block all mint but three v 4 o
3 4 7 . uitio, mint blocks of six, six and four, and two

used . . . . . . . 2 1 7 0
3 4 8 . 5 rupees, sepia, two blocks of six, mint . . 3 0 0
3 4 9 . Ditto, strip of three, pair and four singles, mint,

and four used . . . . . . . 2 2 0
3 * 0  A a ., yellow-green, a mint sheet of sixty, the first 

vertical row of ten have no watermark, and 
t a , indigo mint sheet of sixty . . o 1? o

3 5 1 . 2 annas to 8 annas, the remainder of the collec
tion, mostly in part mint sheets, some of which 
have one row with the watermark omitted . 3 3 o

5 Ja n u a r y  1897 P ro vision als.
3 5 2 . " 2 ^ "  tn red, on 4 a ., myrtle-green, an entire 

unused pane of sixty* in mint state, comprising 
twenty-six of Type 15, ten of Type »6, and 
twenty-four of Type 5, very fine and extremely
r a r e ................................................, . . . 13 o o

3 5 3 . Ditto, ait unused part sheet of thirty, comprising
thirteen of Type 13, five of 'lype xo, and 
twelve of Type 5, very fine ami rare . . 6 10 o

3 5 4 . Ditto, Type 5, pair and six singles mint . 1 2 0
3o5 . Ditto ditto, four mint, pair and two Angles

used . .....................................................................1 8 0
8 .r>0 . Ditto, Type 13, four m i n t ...................................... o 14 o

Ditto, three mint and two used . . . o 17 o
3 5 5. I litto, Type 16, a horizontal pair, mint . . 0 5 0
3 5 9 . Ditto, three mint and one used . . - . 1 7 0
3 0 0 . Ditto, vaiious ty pes, two pairs and two singles,

m in t................................................................................... 1 3 0
3 0 1 . Ditto, Type 16, inverted " i "  in fraction, in a

mint block of four . . . .  . . o 12 o
352 . Ditto, a similar variety in a mint strip of three . o 14 o 
3 *13. Ditto, a mint block of fifteen, comprising thirteen

of Type 15 and two of Type 5 4 . • . 3 0 0
3 4 4 . Ditto, a block of four, used, showing types and

and two singles on entires . . . # . o 17 o
3 9 5 . Ditto, a block o f three and pair mint, show ing

t y p e s ................................................._. . i t o
3 M. Ditto, a strip of three and two singles, mint 1 t o

M ay , 1898, M ultiple W a te rm a rk .
3 *37. The collection, mostly mint blocks, a very fine

l o t .............................................................................. 3 0 0
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Lot £  s. H.
Sep tem b er, 1899.

The collection, mostly mint, including entire
p a n e s ..................................................................... 3 5 0

1904 P ro v ision a ls.
3 t<9 . “ One” on 4$ a., orange, an unused block of

twenty-four, mint . . . . . . 2 0 0
8 7 0 . Ditto, two blocks of six, strip of three and single,

m in t ...............................................................................1 4 0

Lot £  s. ff.
3 7 1 . “  One ” on 4} a ., orange, two blocks of ten, used 1 12 o 
3 7 d, Ditto, two blocks of four and pair, mint, and

block of six and two singles, used . . . t 8 0
3 7 3 . DhtOj block of four, used, showing tall " e "

v a r i e t y .....................................................................0 7 0
3 7 4 . “  O n e" on 4$ a. (mint pair and two used). “ Two "

on 4 a. (2). “  Two & H alf* on 7J a. (2), and 
“  Two & H alf” on 8 a. (2) . . . . 2 8 0

CORRESPONDENCE
U sed  C op ies  o f
V .R . id . ,  b la ck
D e a r  StR,— An interesting article entitled “ Stamps 
to Look F o r "  appeared in last week’s G.S» IF., and a 
portion of the article referred to the V .R . id. black 
stamp, and stated that: “ Some are said to have 
been used postally. but most of the stock was 
destroyed.”  It may interest you to know that within 
the past three years four fine postally used copies on 
entire envelopes were sorted from a sack of waste 
paper by a paper-mill employee in the Henley district.
The sorter knew them to be valuable stamps, and

handed them over to “ a gentleman from London” 
who was shooting near the mill, and who offered to 
sell them for the finder. He must have been a 7rrv 
poor salesman, judging by the sum that was handed to 
the said finder ! A  number of the ordinary 1840 id. 
blacks, and numerous other old English stamps, were 
among the waste, and the V .R . ’s were seen by a 
fellow-collector of mine, who offered for one stamp 
much more than “ the gentleman from London” 
handed over for the four. Yours faithfully,

A . E d w a r d  H o im s.

H e n l e y -on-T h a m es , 10 Dec., 1905.

EDITORIAL NOTES
Bound Copies of Vol. I.— W e  regret to learn from 

our publishers that they have only been able to bind 
up some twenty-five copies of Vol. I, all told. B y  
some strange oversight no sheets seem to have been 
set aside for binding, so that few copies will be avail
able even at the publishers* price of 10s.

Editorial Communications.—AH communications in
tended for the Editor should be addressed to Edward 

Nankivell, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge 
ells.
Correspondence.—The Editor regrets that he has no 

time for direct correspondence. All letters requiring 
a reply will be dealt with under the head of “ Answers 
to Correspondents.”

Examination of Stamps.—This work is done by  
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., whose terms for the 
examination of stamps sent to them for their opinion 
are, cash in advance : 2s. 6d. per dozen ; a minimum 
charge of is. being made if less than twelve stamps 
are sent. Postages extra. The stamps should be sent 
lightly fastened on sheets, with sufficient space above 
each stamp for the insertion of the desired information.

The following abbreviations are used in giving an 
opinion :— B. Bogus, i.e. never existed ; F . Forged ; 
G. Genuine; G .F . Stamps genuine, surcharge forged 5

R. Reprint; W . Watermark. The charge for mark
ing the forgeries in a collection in its entirety is at the 
rate of 10s. per 1000 stamps examined, the minimum 
fee being 5s. Postages extra. If a correspondence is 
desired, the charge is is. for each letter written.

Subscriptions.—Subscriptions must be sent to the 
publishers as set out on the front page of cover, or 
to booksellers or railway bookstalls, but never to the 
Editor.

Covers for Binding Vol. I.—Our publishers are now 
prepared to supply special covers for binding the 
numbers of V ol. I of Gibbons Stamp Weekly in art 
cloth, lettered front and back, at is. 6d. post-free.

Our Miscellaneous Page.—W e  wish to make Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly a storehouse of information, and shall 
therefore be glad of any cuttings o f more or less 

ermanent interest for our “ Miscellaneous”  page, 
ource and date of cutting must be given.
Philatelic Societies.—W e  wish to make a special 

feature of the prompt publication of the report' of 
Philatelic Societies, and trust we may have the kindly 
co-operation of the honorary secretaries in this matter. 
Reports should be written on one side of the paper, 
and despatched to the Editor by the earliest post.

THE STR A N D  PO STAG E S T A M P  ALBU M .
W ell arranged, reliable, and thoroughly correct. Seventh edition, too Postage Stamps, all genuine and 

different, and of a catalogue value of over 8s., are presented with each Strand Album. The book, which is 
printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a new and specially designed cover. T he size is a new 
and convenient one, viz. 9^ inches b y 7^ inches. Sufficient guards have been inserted so that when the Album 
is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed 
books. 300 pages, post-free, as. 1 i d . ; abroad, 3s. 4d.

S ta n le y  G ibbon s, L td . , 391 S tra n d , London, W .C .

Printed by  W . B kendon &  S on, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo ns, L td ., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
23 D ecem ber, 1905.
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THE COUNTRIES 
OF THE WORLD
B y  E D W A R D  J. N A N K IV E L L

Barbados

g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  b u t  n o t  p o lit ic a l ly — o n e  
o f  th e  W i n d w a r d  g r o u p .  It  is  n e a r ly  2 1  
m ile s  l o n g  a n d  1 4 J  m ile s  w id e . I t s  a r e a  
is 1 6 6  s q u a r e  m ile s , o r  a  litt le  l a r g e r  th a n  
th e  I s le  o f  W i g h t .  T h e  p o p u la t io n  in  
19 0 2  w a s  1 9 6 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  c a p it a l  is  B r i d g e 
t o w n . T h e  c o lo n y  i s  a d m in is t e r e d  b y  a  
G o v e r n o r ,  a  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  a  
H o u s e  o f  A s s e m b l y .

I t  is  s a i d  to  h a v e  b e e n  fir s t  d is c o v e r e d  
b y  th e  P o r t u g u e s e  e a r l y  in  t h e  s ix te e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  a n d  th e  S p a n i a r d s  a r e  s a id  to  
h a v e  c a r r ie d  o f f  th e  n a t i v e s  t o  s l a v e r y  in  
th e ir  m in e s , b u t  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  th e  
r e lia b le  h i s t o r y  o f  B a r b a d o s  c o m m e n c e s  
w it h  t h e  v is it  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  s h ip  in  
1 6 0 5 .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  th e  O li v e  B lo s s o m  w a s  
fitte d  o u t  b y  S i r  O l i v e  L e i g h ,  “ a  w o r s h i p 
fu l k n i g h t  o f  K e n t , ”  w it h  s t o r e s  a n d  
s e t t le r s  f o r  h is  b r o t h e r ’s  c o lo n y  in  G u ia n a .  
T h e  s h ip  t o u c h e d  a t  B a r b a d o s ,  a n d  th e  
s a i lo r s ,  f in d in g  th e  is la n d  u n o c c u p ie d , s e t  
u p  a  c r o s s  n e a r  th e  s p o t  w h e r e  J a m e s 
t o w n , n o w  H o l e t o w n , w a s  a f t e r w a r d s  
b u ilt , a n d  le ft  th e  in s c r ip tio n  “ J a m e s  K .  
o f  E .  a n d  o f  t h is  i s l a n d .”  B u t  it  w a s  n o t  
c o lo n iz e d  till s o m e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a f t e r 
w a r d s .

M r . E .  V .  L u c a s ,  in  h is  H i s t o r ic a l  
G e o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o lo n ie s , t h u s  
te lls  th e  s t o r y  o f  th e  fir s t  c o lo n iz a t io n  b y  
S i r  R ic h a r d  C o u r t e n ,  a  r ic h  L o n d o n  
m e r c h a n t :—

Courten, the founder of the British Colony of 
Barbados, was of Dutch or Flemish extraction. His 
father, a Protestant in religion, a tailor by trade, had 
emigrated to England from the Netherlands, in the 
days of Spanish tyranny. He prospered in London 
as a silk and linen merchant, and when he died his 
two sons and son-in-law entered into partnership in 
the same line of business, William Courten remaining 
in London, while his brother Peter was agent for the 
firm at the Dutch town of Middelburg. A  rich trader, 
with a Dutch connection and therefore a hereditary 
enmity to Spain, Courten was eminently fitted to 
initiate and carryou t schemes of colonization in the 
W est Indian seas, and the man, who in or about 1625 
prayed the K in g o f England for a grant of the lands 
in the south part of the world, called “ Terra Australis 
Incognita," as not yet traded to b y  the K ing's subjects, 
was clearly gifted with boldness and enterprise, ready



4 3 ° GIBBONS STAMP WEEKLY
to risk some of his large fortune as a pioneer of British 
trade and settlement. He heard of Barbados from 
Dutch correspondents, and in 1624 one of his own 
ships, returning from Brazil, was driven b y  stress of 
weather to touch at its shores. So bright were the 
accounts which he received that he determined to 
send out settlers; and at the end of 1624, or the be* 
ginning of 1625, his ship, the William and Jo h n , com
manded by Captain Henry Powell, arrived at the 
island with some fort)' emigrants on board, one of 
whom was the son of John Winthrop, afterwards 
Governor of Massachusetts. The colonists established 
themselves near where the men of the Olive Blossom 
had landed ; and, in calling their little settlement 
Jamestown, they seem to have marked the fact that 
the colonization of Barbados dates from the reign of 
James the First.

I n  1 6 5 0  i t  g o t  in to  s e r io u s  t r o u b le  in  
e s p o u s in g  t h e  c a u s e  o f  th e  r o y a l i s t s  in  
th e  E n g l i s h  C i v i l  W a r ,  a n d , a f t e r  r e s is t in g  
w it h  fo r c e  th e  a u t h o r it y  o f  th e  C o m m o n 
w e a l t h ,  e v e n t u a l ly  c a m e  t o  t e r m s .

T h e  v i g o r o u s  lit t le  c o lo n y  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
fu r n is h e d  s o m e  3 5 0 0  v o lu n t e e r s  fo r  t h e  
e x p e d it io n  w h i c h  t o o k  J a m a i c a  a n d  m a t e 
r ia l ly  h e lp e d  t o  c o lo n iz e  th e  is la n d s  o f  
J a m a i c a ,  T o b a g o ,  S t .  L u c i a ,  T r in i d a d ,  
C a r o l i n a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  N e w  E n g l a n d .

I t  is  g i v e n  u p  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  
s u g a r : i t s  t r a d e  i s  l a r g e l y  d o n e  w it h  
A m e r i c a .

Its Philatelic History
T h e  fir s t  s t a m p s  o f  th e  c o lo n y  w e r e  

d e s ig n e d  a n d  e n g r a v e d  b y  P e r k i n s  B a c o n  
&  C o . ,  a n d  w e r e  o f  w h a t  is  k n o w n  a s  
th e  B r it a n n ia  t y p e ,  a n d  th e  s a m e  firm  
c o n tin u e d  t o  p r in t  th e  s t a m p s  u n til 1 8 7 5 ,  
w h e n  a  c h a n g e  w a s  m a d e  to  D e  L a  R u e  
&  C o . ,  w h o  c o n tin u e d  to  p r in t  fr o m  
P e r k i n s  B a c o n  &  C o . ’s  p l a t e s  till 1 8 8 2 ,  
w h e n  a  s e r ie s  o f  Q u e e n ’s  H e a d s  w a s  d e 
s ig n e d  a n d  p r in te d  b y  D e  L a  R u e  &  C o .  
I n  1 8 9 2  t h e s e  w e r e  s u p e r s e d e d  b y  th e  
f a n t a s t i c  c h a r io t  t y p e  s t il l  c u r r e n t . T h e r e  
h a v e  b e e n  o n ly  t w o  p r o v i s i o n a ls ,  o n e  in  
1 8 7 8 ,  m a d e  b y  d i v i d in g  th e  l a r g e  5 s .  
s t a m p  v e r t ic a l l y  a n d  s u r c h a r g i n g  e a c h  
h a l f  “  i d . ”  T h i s  p r o v is io n a l  is  th e  g r e a t  
r a r i t y  o f  th e  c o lo n y ,  a n d  is  t r e a s u r e d  b y  
th e  s p e c ia l is t  in  m a n y  v a r ie t ie s  o f  th e  
f ig u r e  “ 1 . ”  T h e  o t h e r  p r o v is io n a l  w a s  
is s u e d  in  1 8 9 2  a n d  c o n s is t e d  o f  th e  4 d .  
Q u e e n ’s  H e a d  s u r c h a r g e d  h a l f - p e n n y  in  
s m a ll  c a p i t a l s .  I t  is  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  c o m 
m o n . T h e  s t a m p s  a r e  n o w  p a s s i n g  
t h r o u g h  th e  c h a n g e  o f  w a t e r m a r k  fr o m  
s i n g l e  C A  to  m u lt ip le  C A ,  a n d  n e w s  
c o m e s  o f  a  p r o je c te d  c h a n g e  to  a n  is s u e  
in  c e le b r a t io n  o f  th e  N e l s o n  c e n t e n a r y .

w it h  a  s p e a r  in  h e r  r i g h t  h a n d  a n d  h e r  
le ft  r e s t i n g  o n  a  s h ie ld ,  a n d  a  s h ip  in  fu ll 
s a i l  o n  th e  r i g h t .  T h i s  fir s t  i s s u e  b o r e  no  
o t h e r  in s c r ip t io n  t h a n  th e  n a m e  B a r b a d o s  

in a  s t r a i g h t  la b e l a t  th e  f o o t ,  a n d  th e  
v a l u e s  w e r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  c o l o u r  a lo n e  : 
th e  g r e e n  s t a m p  w a s  a l lo t t e d  to  th e  h a lf
p e n n y  v a l u e ,  th e  b lu e  t o  o n e  p e n n y , an d  
th e  b r o w n is h  r e d  t o  fo u r p e n c e . T h e y  
w e r e  p r in te d  o n  u n w a t e r m a r k e d  p a p e r  
a n d  w e r e  is s u e d  im p e r f o r a t e .

X o  »mik. Tmpetf
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
(^d.), green . . . 25 o 20 o
(id.), blue . . . 6 0  6 6
(4d.), brownish red . . 12 o 16 o

1858. T w o  values. Design as in pre
vious issue, but with the name o f  the 
colony transferred to the top o f  the stamp, 
where it appears in curved white letters. 
The value is in white letters in a straight 
line at the foot. Paper unwatermarked 
as before and imperforate.

X o  wmk. Im pcrf
Unused. Used. 
s. d. s. d.

6d., rose-red . . 16 o
is., black . . 45 o 10 o

1860- 70. Five values. Designs un
changed and printed on unwatermarked 
paper, but perforated.

(Jd.), green 
(id.), blue 
(4d.), red 
6d., orange 
is., black

No wmk.. * %'J.
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
* S 6 4 6
• 5 * t 0

. . 25 0 10 0
* 35 0 3 6

. . 10 0 4 6

1870. The same five values and de
signs, but printed on paper watermarked 
with a star and perforated.

Wmk. Star. Perf.

(id.), green

Unused. 
s. d.

. . 7 6

Used. 
s. d. 
5 0

(id.), blue . . 25 0 2 0
(4d.), red . 60 0 12 6
6d., orange . . 90 0 5 0
is., black . . 20 0 4  0

1852. Three values. Design, figure o f  
Britannia seated on bales o f merchandise

1 8 7 3 - 4 - F o u r  v a l u e s :  £ d . ,  i d . ,  3 d . ,  
a n d  5 s ,  T h e  s a m e  g e n e r a l  d e s ig n  o f
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B r it a n n ia .  T h e  J d .  a n d  i d .  c o m p le te d  
a s  in  th e  6 d . a n d  i s .  w it h  n a m e  in  a  c u r v e  
a t  th e  t o p  a n d  th e  v a l u e  in  w o r d s  a t  th e  
fo o t. T h e  3 d .  u n ifo r m  in d e s ig n .  F o r  
th e  3 s .  v a l u e  a n  e n l a r g e d  s iz e  w a s  a d o p t e d ,  
b u t th e  d e s ig n  o f  B r i t a n n i a  w a s  p r e s e r v e d  
a s  a  c e n t r e -p ie c e  w it h in  a  b e a d e d  c ir c le  ; 
Ba r b a d o s  in  a  s t r a i g h t  la b e l  a t  t h e  to p  
a n d  5  s h i l l i n g s  in  a  s im ila r  la b e l a t  th e  
fo o t.

Wmk. Star. Per/,
Unused. Used.

s. d. s. d.
id., green . 10 0 to 0
id., blue . • 7 6 0 9
3d., purple-brown . 30 0 ’ 5 0
5s., dull rose . 80 0 32 6

1 8 7 5 - 8 .  S i x  v a l u e s .  S a m e  d e s i g n s ,  b u t  
p rin te d  o n  p a p e r  w a t e r m a r k e d  C r o w n  C C .

Wmk. Crown CC. Perf. ‘

id., green

Unused. 
s. d.

. . 2 6

Used. 
s. d.
O 4

id., blue . . 6 0 O 2
3d., mauve . . 10 0 8 6
4d., carmine . . 20 0 4  0
6d., yellow . . 6 0 1 3
is., mauve . 15 0 6 0

1 8 7 8 .  P r o v i s io n a l ,  m a d e  l o c a l l y  b y  
d iv id in g  t h e  5 s .  s t a m p  v e r t i c a l l y  a n d  s u r 
c h a r g i n g  e a c h  h a l f  “  i ° -  ”  in  b l a c k .

P r o v it io n a l. Unused. Used,
id., in black, on half of 5s., rose . —  £ 8

1 8 8 2 - 6 .  E i g h t  v a l u e s .  D e s i g n ,  d ia 
d e m e d  p r o file  o f  Q u e e n  V i c t o r i a  t o  le ft  
w ith in  a  c ir c l e ,  s t r a i g h t  w h it e  la b e l s  
a b o v e  a n d  b e l o w ; t h e  u p p e r  in s c r ib e d  
w ith  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  c o lo n y  a n d  t h e  lo w e r  
w ith  t h e  v a l u e  in  w o r d s .  W a t e r m a r k  
C r o w n  C A .  P e r f o r a t e d .

Wmk. Crown C A . Perf.
Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

Jd., green . 0 3 0 1
id., carmine , . 0 6 0 1
2£d., blue • .3 6 0  3
3d., mauve . . . 1 6 3 6
4d „ grey • x5 0 1 0
4d,, brown . 0 6 0 3
6d., olive-brown , , . 6 0 6 0
is., red-brown • 4 0 4 0
5s., ochre ♦ >7 6 20 0

1892. P r o v is io n a ls .  P r o v i s io n a l s  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  m a d e  to  p r o v id e  fo r  s o m e  u n 
e x p e c t e d  s h o r t a g e ,  b u t  th e  h a l f - p e n n y  
o n  4 d . Q u e e n ’s  H e a d  h a d  n o  s u c h  e x c u s e ;  
o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  a u th o r it ie s  fo u n d  
t h e m s e l v e s ,  o n  th e  e v e  o f  a  n e w  is s u e  o f  
s p e c ia l  d e s ig n ,  w it h  s u c h  a  l a r g e  r e m a in d e r  
o f  th e  4 d . ,  b r o w n ,  o f  th e  Q u e e n ’s  H e a d  
i s s u e  t h a t  th e y  d e c id e d  to  u s e  th e m  u p  
a s  h a lf p e n n y  s t a m p s ,  h e n c e  th e  s u r c h a r g e .
1 2 0 , 0 0 0  a r e  s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  s u r c h a r g e d .

Provisional. Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

HALF-PENNY on 4d., brown . 0 4  0 6

1 8 9 2 - 9 .  T e n  v a l u e s .  D e s i g n ,  Q u e e n  
V i c t o r i a  in a  c h a r io t ,  t h u s  d e s c r ib e d  in  
B a c o n  a n d  N a p i e r ’s  e x c e l le n t  h a n d b o o k  o n  
t h e  s t a m p s  o f  B a r b a d o s :  “ F u l l - l e n g t h  
f i g u r e  o f  Q u e e n  V i c t o r i a ,  r o b e d  a n d  
c r o w n e d ,  s t a n d i n g  in  a  c h a r io t  fo r m e d  o f  
a  s h e ll  w h ic h  is  b e i n g  d r a w n  o v e r  th e  s e a  
b y  t w o  s e a - h o r s e s .  In  h e r  r i g h t  h a n d  s h e  
h o ld s  N e p t u n e ’s  tr id e n t , a n d  in  h e r  le ft  
th e  o r b . ”  A s  t o  th e  o r ig in  o f  t h is  d e s ig n  
th e  s a m e  w r it e r s  s a y :  “ T h e  n e w  d e s ig n  
c a u s e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l o f  c o m m e n t  in  
p h ila t e lic  j o u r n a l s  w h e n  t h e  s t a m p s  fir s t  
a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  it w a s  s a id  to  r e p r e s e n t  
th e  a r m s  o f  th e  is la n d , w h ic h  it  w a s  fu r t h e r  
s t a t e d  w e r e  g r a n t e d  b y  C h a r l e s  I I  in  
1 6 8 3 .  W e  h a v e  t a k e n  s o m e  lit t le  tr o u b le  
t o  fin d  o u t  w h e t h e r  th is  w a s  s o  o r  n o t,  
a n d  fr o m  in q u ir ie s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  m a d e  a t  
t h e  C o lo n ia l  O f f ic e  in  L o n d o n , w e  le a r n  
t h a t  n o  g r a n t  o f  a r m s  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  m a d e  
to  th e  is la n d . F r o m  th e  s a m e  s o u r c e  w e  
h a v e  fo u n d  o u t  t h a t  th e  d e s ig n  o n  th e  
s e a l  h a s  n o t a l w a y s  b e e n  th e  s a m e . W h a t  
it  w a s  in  th e  fir s t  in s t a n c e  it is  im p o s s ib le  
to  s a y ,  b u t  in  th e  t im e  o f  W i l l i a m  I V  
it  b o r e  a  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  t h a t  m o n a r c h  
in  t h e  c h a r i o t .  T h i s  f ig u r e  w a s  c h a n g e d  
t o  o n e  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  Q u e e n  w h e n  th e  
n e w  s e a l  w a s  s e n t  o u t  to  th e  c o lo n y  o n  
t h e  a c c e s s io n  o f  H e r  M a j e s t y ,  a n d  it  
t h e r e f o r e  s e e m s  p r o b a b le  t h a t  th e  f ig u r e  is  
a lt e r e d  u p o n  th e  d e a t h  o f  e a c h  s o v e r e i g n .”

T h e  p r ic e s  q u o te d  f o r  t h is  is s u e  a r e
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s u p p lie d  b y  M e s s r s .  S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s , L t d . ,  
a n d  a r e  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  th e  C a t a l o g u e .  
T h e  2 s .  6 d . s t a m p  is  g e t t i n g  s c a r c e .

Wmk. Croton C A. Perf.

Jd ., grey and carmine.

Unused. 
s. d. 
0 I

Used. 
s. d. 
0 1

£d., green O 1 0 1
id., rose O 3 0 1
2d., blue-black and orange . O 5 0 3

2.\d., ultramarine O 6 0 1
3d., olive-brown O 7 0 7
6d., mauve and carmine 1 0 0 8
8d., orange and ultramarine 1 3 t 0

iod., blue-green and carmine I 1 1 1
as. 6d., blue-black and orange 5 0

1 8 9 7 -  N in e  v a l u e s .  D e s i g n ,  a  g l o r i 
fied e n l a r g e m e n t  a n d  e la b o r a t io n  o f  th e

c h a r i o t  t y p e ,  i n s c r ib e d  v i c t o r i a  : r  : 1—  
1 8 3 7 .  1 8 9 7 ,  in  c e le b r a t i o n  o f  H e r M a j e s t y ’s  

ju b i le e .  W a t e r m a r k e d  C r o w n  C C ,  a n d  
p e r f o r a t e d .

Hrmk. Crown C  C. Perf.

Jd ., g rey  and carmine .

Unused. 
s. d. 
0 t

Used. 
s. d. 
O t

Ad., dull green 0 2 O 2
id., rose . . . 0 4 O 2
2Ad., ultramarine. . . 0 6 O 4
3d., olive-black . . . 3 6 4 6
6d., mauve and carmine . 5 0 6 0
8d., orange and ultramarine . 2 0 2 0
iod., green and carmine 6 0 6 0
2s. 6d., blue-black and orange 7 6 7 6

1903. In  t h is  y e a r  th e  c o lo u r s  o f  th e  
2S. 6 d . o f  t h e  1 8 9 2 - 9  c h a r i o t  s e r i e s  w e r e  
c h a n g e d  fr o m  b l u e - b l a c k  w it h  n a m e  in  
o r a n g e  t o  v io le t  w i t h  n a m e  in  g r e e n .

Colours changed.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. 5. d.
2s. 6d., violet and green . . 5 0  —

1905. S e v e n  v a l u e s .  D e s i g n , th e  s m a ll  
c h a r i o t  t y p e  o f  t h e  1 8 9 2 - 9  s e r i e s ,  b u t  
w a t e r m a r k e d  m u lt ip le  C A .  P e r f o r a t e d . '!

W m i. M ultiple C A . Perf.
Unused. Used. 

s. d. s. d.
|d», grey and carmine . . 0 1
^d., dull green . . . 0 1
id., carmine . . . 0 2
2.^d,, ultramarine . . 0 4
6d., mauve and carmine . o 8 
8d., orange and ultramarine. 1 o 
2S. 6d.f violet and green . 3 3

( To be continued.)

P L E A S E  NO TE
The Prices Quoted in the foregoing article are taken from our publishers* latest Catalogue, and are> 
therefore, the Prices at which Stanley Gibbons, Ltd,, Will have pleasure in supplying a n y  of the 
stamps that m a y be needed by any of our readers.

B A R B A B O S. By £ .  2). Bacon and F, H . Napier.
With a  History and Description o f the Star-watermarked Papers o f Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co.

This important publication, consisting of 120 pages, is illustrated with three sheets of autotypes of stamps 

(specially showing all the varieties of the id . on half of 5s.), three facsimile reproductions of the Star water* 

marks, an Appendix containing copies of original correspondence, etc. etc., a list of the number of Stamps of 

each value printed b y Messrs. Perkins Bacon &  Co. and Messrs. He I-a Rue &  Co. Price 7s. 6d. in strong 

cover, or 10s, 6d. well bound in cloth, with gilt e d g e s ; post-free 3d. extra.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.
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STAMPS TO LOOK FOR

Baden
' T ' H E  fir s t  i s s u e s  o f  B a d e n  w e r e  p r in te d  

A in b l a c k  on c o lo u r e d  p a p e r s .  T h e  9  
k r e u z e r  v a l u e  w a s  o n  l i l a c - r o s e  p a p e r .  
A  s h e e t  o f  th e  b l u is h  g r e e n  6  k r .  p a p e r  
w a s  a c c id e n t a l l y  p r in t e d  w it h  t h e  9  k r . 
v a lu e . T h i s  e r r o r  o f  c o l o u r  h a s  b e c o m e  
s o  r a r e  t h a t  th e  p r ic e  o f  , £ 1 0 0  h a s  b e en  
p a id  f o r  a  s i n g l e  c o p y .  T h e  s t a m p  is  
id e n tic a l w it h  th e  o n e  i l l u s t r a t e d , e x c e p t  
th a t  th e  f i g u r e  “ 9 ”  a p p e a r s  in t h e  c e n t r e  
o f  th e  d e s ig n .

m
t
i

I
ft) "3*rftm«rtif

I
P

1851.
Bavaria

In  th e  d e s ig n  o f  th e  fir s t  i s s u e  o f  B a 
v a r ia , a  d o u b le - lin e d  o r n a m e n te d  n u m e r a l  
w a s  e n c lo s e d  w it h in  a  s q u a r e  f r a m e  a n d  
s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h e  in s c r ip t io n s .  T h e  
n u m e ra l in  th e  3  k r .  a n d  6 k r . w a s  o n  a  
c ir c u la r  g r o u n d  o f  c o lo u r ,  th e  o u t s id e  
e d g e  o f  w h ic h  w a s  b r o k e n  b y  th e  in n e r  
lin e s o f  th e  s q u a r e  fr a m e . S o m e  t w e lv e  
m o n th s  a f t e r ,  a  n e w  6  k r . w a s  is s u e d  in 
w h ic h  th e  c i r c u l a r  p a r t  c a r r y i n g  th e  v a lu e  
w a s  n o t  b r o k e n  b y  th e  lin e s  o f  th e  fr a m e .  
A n  u n u s e d  s p e c im e n  o f  th e  6  k r . ,  b r o w n ,  
w ith  b r o k e n  c ir c l e ,  h a s  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  a t  
£ 2 0 .  T h e  i l lu s t r a t io n  b e lo w  d e p ic t s  th e  
se c o n d  i s s u e  o f  th e  6  k r . , in  w h i c h  th e  
line o f  th e  c ir c l e  is  u n b r o k e n .

1849.

Hawaiian Islands
T h e  H a w a i i a n  I s l a n d s  ( S a n d w i c h  I s 

la n d s ) i s s u e d  a  g r e a t  r a r i t y  in  t h e  1 3  c . ,  
b lu e, fo r  w h ic h  £ 7 0  h a s  b e e n  p a id .  M u c h

m o r e  v a l u a b le ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  th e  2  c . ,  b lu e , 
w h ic h  is  s a id  to  b e  w o r th  ^ 7 5 0 .

Naples and Sicily
N a p l e s  a n d  S i c i l y  w e r e  f o r m e r ly  k n o w n  

a s  t h e  U n ite d  K i n g d o m  o f  t h e  T w o  
S i c i l i e s .  T h e  c e n t r a l  d e s ig n  o f  th e  first  
i s s u e  o f  N a p l e s  c o n s is t e d  o f  th e  A r m s  
o f  th e  T w o  S i c i l i e s ,  t h e  h o r s e  f o r  N a p l e s  
o n  th e  le ft , th e  t h r e e  h u m a n  l e g s  w ith  
M e d u s a ’s  h e a d , th e  s y m b o l  o f  S i c i l y ,  o n  
th e  r i g h t ,  a n d  t h r e e  f le u r s -d e -l is ,  th e  s ig n  
o f  th e  H o u s e  o f  B o u r b o n , a t  th e  b o tto m .  
T h e  in s c r ip tio n  o f  v a l u e  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  
in  “ g r a n a . ”  In  th e  £ g r a n o ,  th e  A r m s  
w e r e  e n c lo s e d  in a  c ir c u l a r  b a n d  in s c r ib e d  
BOLLO D ELLA PO STA NAPO LETA NA . G  A. 
W h e n  th e  k in g d o m  w a s  a n n e x e d  to  
P ie d m o n t  a  p r o v is io n a l  A to r n e s e  s t a m p  
w a s  is s u e d . T h i s  s t a m p  w a s  m a d e  b y  e n 
g r a v i n g  “  T  ”  o v e r  th e  “  G  ”  in th e  p la te  o f  
th e  A g r a n o  a b o v e  d e s c r ib e d . S o m e  fo u r  
w e e k s  a f t e r ,  th is  p r o v is io n a l s t a m p  w a s  
s u p e r s e d e d  b y  o n e  in w h ic h  th e  c e n tr a l  
d e s ig n  w a s  c o m p le te ly  c h a n g e d . T h e  
|  t o r n e s e , e s p e c ia l ly  in a n  u n u s e d  s t a t e ,  
is  c o n s e q u e n t ly  v e r y  r a r e .  ^ , 3 6  h a s  b e e n  
p a id  f o r  o n e  u n u s e d , w h ile  a  u s e d  s p e c i
m e n  is  c a t a l o g u e d  a t  , £ 1 5 .

T h e  fir s t  is s u e  o f  S i c i l y ,  u n u s e d , fo r m s  
a  v e r y  n ic e  s e t ,  t h o u g h  o n ly  th e  2  g r a n a ,  
d e e p  c o b a l t ,  h a s  b e c o m e  a  r a r i t y ,  w ith  a  
c a t a l o g u e  p r ic e  o f  j £ 6 .  T h e  s t o r y  o f  th e  
i s s u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  n o t  w it h o u t  c e r ta in  
a m u s i n g  fe a t u r e s .  N a p l e s  h a d  a l r e a d y  a p -

B y  Rev. T. C. W A L T O N , M.A.
{Continued from page 418)
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p r o p r ia t e d  th e  A r m s  o f  S i c i l y  fo r  a  d e s ig n .  
I t  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  d e c r e e d  t h a t  th e  h e a d  o f  
th e  K i n g ,  F e r d in a n d  I I ,  c o m m o n l y  k n o w n  
a s  K i n g  B o m b a ,  s h o u ld  f i g u r e  a s  t h e  c e n 
t r a l  d e s ig n  o f  th e  s e r ie s . T h e  q u e s t io n  o f  
c a n c e ll a t io n  g a v e  r is e  to  m u c h  d e b a t e .  
T o  o b lit e r a t e  t h e  h e a d  o f  h is  m o s t  s a c r e d  
M a j e s t y  w a s  a n  in d ig n it y  n o t  to  b e  s u f fe r e d  
f o r  a  m o m e n t . T h e  d if fic u lt y  w a s  o v e r 
c o m e  b y  th e  u s e  o f  a  t h r e e -s id e d  o r n a 
m e n ta l fr a m e , w h ic h  w o u ld  c a n c e l  th e  
s t a m p , a n d  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  w o u ld  n o t  
d is f ig u r e  K i n g  B o m b a ’s  h e a d . T h e  w r i t e r  
h a s  l a t e l y  s e e n  a  u s e d  s e t  o f  th is  s e r i e s ,  
a n d  h e  w a s  m u c h  a m u s e d  to  fin d  in  o n e  
o r  t w o  in s t a n c e s  w h a t  s c a n t  n o tic e  h a d  
b e e n  t a k e n  o f  th is  in ju n c t io n , fo r  th e  
c a n c e l l i n g  s t a m p  h a d  o b li t e r a t e d  n o s e  
a n d  m o u th  a n d  e y e s ,  a n d  t r u l y  it w a s  “ a  
d is m a l  s i g h t  p r e s e n t e d .”

1858.
Tuscany

T h e  1 q u a t t r in o  a n d  th e  1 a n d  2  s o ld i  
o f  t h e  fir s t  i s s u e  o f  T u s c a n y  a r e  r a r e ,  
b o th  u s e d  a n d  u n u s e d . A l l  th e  “ c r a z i e ”  
v a l u e s  a r e  r a r e  u n u s e d . T h e  p e a r l  o f  
t h e  s e r ie s  is  th e  6 0  c r a z i e ,  b r ic k - r e d  o n  
a z u r e ,  w h i c h , u n u s e d , h a s  b e e n  v a l u e d  a t  
. £ 2 5 ,  a n d  c a t a l o g u e d  u s e d  a t  £ 1 6 .  T h e  
d e s i g n ,  c o m m o n  to  a ll th e  s t a m p s  o f  th e  
1 8 5 1  a n d  1 8 5 3  is s u e s ,  d e p ic t s  th e  L io n  o f  
F l o r e n c e  c r o w n e d  a n d  r e s t i n g  its  r i g h t  
p a w  o n  a  s h ie ld  b e a r i n g  t h e  f le u r -d e - lis  o f  
th e  H o u s e  o f  B o u r b o n .

T h e  m o s t  v a l u a b le  o f  T u s c a n  s t a m p s  is  
th e  3  lir e , y e l l o w ,  o f  th e  i 8 6 0  is s u e . O n l y  
s o m e  h a lf -d o z e n  c o p ie s  a r e  k n o w n  u n u s e d .  
N i n e  y e a r s  a g o  a  c o p y  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  f o r  
. £ 2 1 0 ,  a n d  £ 7 5  w a s  th e  p r ic e  fo r  a  u s e d  
s p e c im e n . T h e  c e n t r a l  d e s ig n  s h o w s  a  
s h ie ld  b e a r i n g  th e  A r m s  o f  S a v o y .  T h e

1851-2. i860.

s h ie ld  r e s t s  o n  a  r o y a l  m a n t l e ,  a n d  is 
s u r m o u n t e d  b y  a  c r o w n .

O n l y  o n e  s p e c im e n  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  1 5  c . ,  
w i t h  s u r c h a r g e  2 0  c . p r in t e d  u p s id e  d o w n ,  
is  k n o w n . I t s  v a l u e  is ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s o m e 
w h a t  p r o b l e m a t i c a l .

T h e  f o u r  s t a m p s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  
M o l d a v i a  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e .  T h e  d e s ig n  
c o n s is t s  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  b u ll  w it h  a  fiv e -  
p o in te d  s t a r  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o r n s  a n d  a  p o s t 
h o r n  b e n e a t h  th e  h e a d , p o r t o  s c r i s o r e i ,
i .e . “  L e t t e r  p o s t a g e  s t a m p , ”  is  t h e  in
s c r ip t io n . A n  i l l u s t r a t io n  o f  th e  8 1  p a r a s  
is  g i v e n  b e l o w ,  t o g e t h e r  w it h  a  l is t  o f  
p r ic e s  r e a liz e d .

27 paras, black on rose, j£ l5 . used.
54 ,, blue on green, .£20, unused.
81 ,, blue on blue, 4Q150, unused.

108 ,, blue on pink, ^,46, used.

T h e  2 7  p a r a s ,  u s e d , is  n o w  c a t a l o g u e d  
a t  £ 5 0 ,  t h e  5 4  p a r a s  a t  £ 1 6 ,  a n d  th e  
1 0 8  p a r a s  a t  , £ 4 0 .

Reunion
R e u n io n , a n  is la n d  b e l o n g i n g  to  F r a n c e ,  

l y i n g  in  t h e  I n d ia n  O c e a n  3 5 0  m ile s  e a s t  
fr o m  M a d a g a s c a r ,  h a s  t w o  s t a m p s  a m o n g  
th e  w o r l d ’s  g r e a t e s t  r a r i t i e s .  T h e y  a re  
th e  1 5  c .  a n d  2 0  c .  o f  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e ,  1 8 5 2 .  
U n u s e d ,  t h e y  h a v e  fe t c h e d  £ 6 0  a n d  ^ 4 8  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  £ 2 5  e a c h ,  u s e d , w a s  p a id  
a t  o n e  o f  t h e  a u c t io n  s a l e s  in O c t o b e r  la s t .

185*.
Spain

O f  S p a n i s h  i s s u e s ,  t h e  2  r e a le s ,  r e d , o f  
t h e  1 8 5 1  s e r i e s  h a s  r e a liz e d  ^ 3 3 .  1 0 s . ,  
a n d  t h e  2  r e a l e s ,  p a le  r e d , 1 8 5 2 ,  b r o u g h t  
£ 2 9 .  T h e s e  w e r e  u n u s e d  s p e c im e n s . In 
t h e  O c t o b e r  s a l e s ,  I n o te  t h a t  a  u s e d  
s p e c im e n  o f  th e  f o r m e r  w a s  k n o c k e d  
d o w n  a t  £ 1 5 .  I n  t h e  a n n e x e d  i l l u s t r a 
t i o n s ,  r e a d  d o s  r e a l e s  in s t e a d  o f  s e i s  
c u a r t o s ,  a n d  c e r t 0?  2  r * f o r  f r a n c o  6  c 5,
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a n d  y o u  h a v e  e x a m p l e s  o f  th e  s t a m p s  in  B r a t t l e b o r o  ( V e r m o n t ) ,  5  c e n t s ,  ; £ i o o .  
q u e s t io n .

>851- 1852.

O f  t h e  A r m s  s e r ie s  o f  1 8 5 4 ,  t h e  1 r e a l ,  
p a le  b lu e , is  v a l u e d  a t  £ 2 0 ,  w h ile  th e  
1 2  c u a r t o s ,  r o s e  a n d  b l u e , o f  1 8 6 5 ,  w it h  
f r a m e  in v e r t e d , is  c a t a l o g u e d  a t  £ 7 ,  u s e d .  

S w e d e n

S w e d e n  h a s  g i v e n  u s  a  r a r i t y  in th e  
2 0  o r e ,  v e r m ilio n , o f  1 8 7 2 - 6 ,  in  w h ic h  
t r e t i o  is  i n s c r ib e d  in  e r r o r  fo r  t j u g o  ( i .e .  
“ T h i r t y ”  in s t e a d  o f  “ T w e n t y ” ). ^ 4 o h a s  
b e e n  p a id  fo r  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h is  e r r o r .  
T h e  l a t e s t  a u c t io n  p r ic e  is  ^ 1 3 .  1 0 s .  

U n ite d  S ta te s

P r e v i o u s l y  t o  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  G o v e r n 
m e n t  i s s u e s  in  t h e  U n it e d  S t a t e s ,  p o s t 
m a s t e r s  o f  c e r t a i n  c i t ie s  is s u e d  s t a m p s  
fo r  p r e p a y m e n t  o f  p o s t a g e .  T h e s e  h a v e  
b e c o m e  th e  r a r e s t  o f  s t a m p s .  T h e  f o l lo w 
in g  a r e  s o m e  o f  th e  p r ic e s  p a id  f o r  t h e s e  
t r e a s u r e s  :—

A l e x a n d r i a  ( V i r g i n i a )  P o s t  O ffic e , 5  
c e n t s ,  £ 6 0 0 .

P A ID

% \  5 *■§
V>0 t t y

B a lt i m o r e  ( M a r y l a n d ) ,  5  c e n t s ,  £ & o -  

B a lt i m o r e  ( M a r y l a n d ) ,  1 0  c e n t s ,  ^ 8 1 6 .

5  C e n t s .

N e w  H a v e n  ( C o n n e c t ic u t ) ,  5  c e n t s ,£ 6 0 0 .

S t .  L o u i s  ( M i s s o u r i ) ,  2 0  c e n t s ,  ^ 1 0 2 6  
f o r  a  p a i r  o f  1 8 4 5  is s u e .

Wurtemberg
I n  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  W u r t e m b e r g ,  th e  

N u m e r a l  s e r i e s ,  t h e  9  k r e u z e r ,  p a le  r o s e ,  
is  v a l u e d  a t  a  t e n -p o u n d  n o t e ,  w h ile  th e  
6  k r e u z e r ,  g r e e n ,  o f  th e  A r m s  s e r ie s  o f  
1 8 5 8 ,  w it h o u t  s i lk  t h r e a d ,  u n u s e d , h a s  
f o u n d  a  b u y e r  a t  £ 2 0 .

T h e s e  c o n s t i t u t e  s o m e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
t r e a s u r e s  o f  th e  p h ila t e lic  w o r ld .

(To be continued.)

A S PLEN D ID  S T A R T . THE F IN E S T  P A C K E T .
Packet No. 67, 1000 varieties. This packet contains 1000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and 

Cards), and is the cheapest packet ever offered b y S . G ., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely guaranteed. The  
price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, embracing as it does scores of scarce 
varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine and obsolete varieties. 15s., post-free and registered. 

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W .C .
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INGLE-NOOK YARNS
T H E  P H A N T O M  A U C T I O N : A  C H R IS T M A S  S T A M P  Y A R N

B y  W. E. IM E S O N
I  T  w a s  th e  f e s t i v e  s e a s o n , a n d  th e  c o n -  
*  d it io n s  w e r e  f a v o u r a b l e ,  f o r  o n c e  in  

a  w a y ,  t o  a  r e a liz a t io n  o f  t h a t  a lm o s t  
e x t i n c t  in s t it u t io n  —  a n  “ o l d - f a s h io n e d  
C h r i s t m a s . ”  F r o s t  a n d  s n o w  w it h o u t ,  
c o m f o r t  a n d  j o l l i t y  w it h in  ; w h a t  c o u ld  
t h e  i n d iv id u a l  w it h  a  l i n g e r i n g  a ffe c t io n  
fo r  t h e  o r t h o d o x  w is h  fo r  m o r e ?  H e  
m i g h t ,  it  is  t r u e ,  w is h  t h a t  h is  p o o r e r  
b r e t h r e n  w e r e  e n jo y i n g  lik e  l u x u r i e s  b u t  
t h a t  is  m o r a l i z i n g ,  a n d  th is  is  a  m e r e  
C h r i s t m a s  y a r n .

In  th e  s m o k e - r o o m  o f  “ S y d n e y  V i e w  
H o u s e ”  th e  m e n  w e r e  k e e p in g  it  u p  in  
a  r i g h t  r o y a l  m a n n e r . T h e  la d i e s  o f  th e  
h o u s e  p a r t y  h a d  lo n g  s in c e  r e t i r e d , b u t  
t h e  y a r n s  t h a t  w e r e  g o i n g  r o u n d , u n d e r  
th e  in flu e n c e  o f  th e  “  w e e d  ”  t h a t  s o o t h e s  
a n d  t h e  “ b o y ”  t h a t  c h e e r s ,  w e r e  o f  a  
s e r i o u s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  a  m o r e  o r  l e s s  s c ie n 
tific  n a t u r e .  I t  w a s  a  s m a ll  a n d  s e le c t  
c o t e r i e ,  a n d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t io n  w a s  id e a l,  
c o n s is t i n g  a s  it  d id  o f  s t a m p  t a l k .  T h e  
m e n  t o  a  m a n  w e r e  p h ila t e lis t s .  J u s t  a t  
t h a t  m o m e n t  w h e n ,  f i g u r a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g ,  
w e  d r o p  in u p o n  th e  p a r t y ,  a  s o m e w h a t  
f r iv o l o u s  tu r n  h a d  b e e n  im p a r t e d  to  th e  
e r s t w h i l e  “  s e r io u s  ”  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h a t  
k e e n  l o v e r  o f  s t a m p s ,  b u t  e q u a ll y  i m a g i n 
a t i v e  y o u t h ,  F e l i x  D r e a m a l l ,  h a d  d r o p p e d  
a  r e m a r k  w h ic h , i f  it led to  n o t h i n g  e ls e ,  
is  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th is  litt le  y a r n  b e in g  
w r it t e n . T h e r e f o r e  to  F e l ix  a r e  d u e  th e  
r e a d e r ’ s  t h a n k s ,  o r  a n a t h e m a s ,  a s  th e  
c a s e  m a y  b e .

“  W h a t  a  p i t y , ”  r e m a r k e d  t h e  e n t h u 
s i a s t i c  “ J u n i o r ”  in  q u e s t io n . “  W h a t  a  
p i t y  it  is  t h a t  t h e  p o s t a g e  s t a m p  w a s  n o t  
in v e n t e d  in  th e  t im e  o f  (n o t  to  g o  to o  fa r  
b a c k ) ,  s a y ,  J u l i u s  C t e s a r !  W h a t  d e lig h t 
fu ll y  a n c ie n t  a n d  h is t o r ic  is s u e s  o n e  m ig h t  
b e  d r o p p i n g  a c r o s s  n o w  a n d  th e n  ! F a n c y ,  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ”  ( t h e  s p e a k e r  w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  
f a n c y i n g  s o m e t h in g  a s  d e l ig h t f u l  a s  im 
p o s s ib le ) ,  “ j u s t  f a n c y  a  p r e s e n t - d a y  a u c t io n  
a t  w h i c h  s t a m p s  o f  s u c h  a n t i q u i t y  w e r e  
p u t  u p  1 ”

“ A n y h o w ,  i t 's  a b o u t  tim e  t h a t  y o u  
w e r e  k n o c k e d  d o w n  ! ”  p u t  in  D r e a m a l l ’s

s p e c ia l  c h u m , th e  b r u t a l l y  p r a c t ic a l  a n d  
m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  B o b  B l o c k l e y ,  a  n o to r io u s  
“  b l o a t e r  ”  o f  p a ir s ,  p a n e s ,  a n d  s t r ip s .

“ W o u l d n ’ t i t  b e  d e l i g h t f u l ,  t h o u g h , ”  
p e r s is t e d  th e  d r e a m e r ,  “ g e t t i n g  h o ld  o f  
a  s t a m p  b e a r i n g  th e  e f f i g y  o f  J u l i u s  C a s s a r ,  
o r , b e t t e r  s t il l ,  fo r  a  B r it is h  s p e c i a l i s t  lik e  
y o u ,  B o b ,  a  b u s t  o f  B o a d i c e a  ?  ”

T h e  p r a c t ic a l  B o b  e ja c u la t e d  “  R o t ! ”  
a t  t h e  s a m e  lim e  a d d i n g  i n ju r y  to  in su lt  
b y  s e n d i n g  a t  h is  c h u m ’s  fin e ly  d e v e lo p e d  
h e a d  a  c h a m p a g n e  c o r k .  T h e  w e ll-d ir e c t e d  
m is s il e  c a u g h t  th e  i m a g i n a t i v e  y o u t h  u p o n  
th e  t ip  o f  h is  c l a s s i c  n o s e ,  a n d  a w o k e  hint 
to  t h e  s t e r n  r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e , a n d  t o  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  h e  w a s  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  
P h il is t in e . T h e  c i g a r - s t u m p  w it h  w diich  
h e  r e t a l ia t e d  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d ir e c t e d  w ith  
m o r e  fo r c e  t h a n  p r e c is io n , f o r  it  s t r u c k  
a n d  r e b o u n d e d  o f f  t h e  b a ld  h e a d  o f  th e  
w o r t h y  h o s t  h im s e lf ,  th e  in o f fe n s iv e  S i r  
J o h n  V in c e n t  ( g e n e r a l l y  k n o w n , p a r t l y  
o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h is  a m ia b i l i t y  a n d  p a r t l y  
o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a m p s  fo r  
w h ic h  h e  b e t r a y e d  a  s t r o n g  w e a k n e s s ,  a s  
“  S t .  V in c e n t  ” ).

“  R e a l l y ,  g e n t l e m e n ,”  r e m a r k e d  th e  im 
p e r t u r b a b l e  b a r o n e t ,  “  i t ’s  a b o u t  t im e  th a t  
th is  m e e t in g  a d jo u r n e d , c o n s id e r i n g  th e  
lin e  o f  a r g u m e n t  ( n o t  to  m e n tio n  th e  
lin e  o f  fire ) t h a t ’ s  b e in g  f o l lo w e d . Y o u ,  
F e l i x , ”  h e  a d d e d ,  s i le n c i n g  t h a t  c o n tr it e  
y o u t h ’ s  a p o l o g i e s ,  “ y o u ,  b y  th e  b y ,  
s le e p  t o - n i g h t  in th e  f a m o u s  ‘ D r e a m  
R o o m , ’ o v e r  t h e  m a n t e l  o f  w h ic h , y o u  
m a y  h a v e  n o tic e d , is  c a r v e d  t h is  s t r a n g e  
c o u p l e t :—  .

H e  that lies here sleeps sound and fast,
A n d  dream s o f that he thought o f last.

T h e r e f o r e , ”  a n d  h e r e  S t .  V i n c e n t  p la c e d  
a  k in d l y  h a n d  u p o n  h is  g u e s t ’s  s h o u ld e r ,  
“ y o u  w ill  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  f o r  in 
d u l g i n g  in n i g h t  a s  w e ll  a s  d a y - d r e a m s ,  
a n d  o f  b e in g  in  a  p o s it io n  to  th rill  u s  in 
th e  m o r n in g  w it h  y o u r ,  n o  d o u b t ,  w e ir d  
e x p e r i e n c e s .”

T h e  o ld  g e n t l e m a n  m i g h t  h a v e  a d d e d ,  
o n ly  h e  d id n ’ t h a p p e n  to  t h in k  o f  it,
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“ T h e r e  is  m a n y  a  tr u e  w o r d  s p o k e n  in  
j e s t . ”

T w e l v e  s o n o r o u s  s t r o k e s  g a v e  th e  o ld  
h a ll c l o c k  a s  th e  p a r t y  b r o k e  u p  a n d  th e  
m en  w e n d e d  t h e ir  w a y  ( a s  th e  ir r e v e r e n t  
B l o c k le y  p u t  it) “  a t t i c w a r d s  to  r o o s t . ”

*  *  *  *

F e l i x  h a d  la in  a w a k e  fo r  h e  k n e w  n o t  
h o w  l o n g , t h o u g h  to  h im  it  a p p e a r e d  to  
b e  fo r  a  p r o v e r b i a l  “ a g e . ”  H e  h a d  b e 
g u n  to  t h in k  t h a t  th e  “  D r e a m  R o o m  ”  
s a d l y  b e lie d  its  n a m e . T h e n — th e  o c c a s io n  
c a l ls  fo r  s o m e t h in g  m o r e  t h a n  m e r e  c o n 
v e n tio n a l p h r a s i n g — th e n  a  s t r a n g e  t h in g  
h a p p e n e d  !

A  c o ld  a i r ,  a t t u n e d  to  a  d e g r e e  t o  th e  
c o n d it io n s  d e m a n d e d  b y  g h o s t l y  v is i t a t io n ,  
s w e p t  t h r o u g h  th e  a p a r t m e n t .  It  w a s  
fo llo w e d  b y  t h a t  e v e r - p r e s e n t  a c c e s s o r y  
o f  u n c a n n y  m a n if e s t a t io n s ,  th e  p r im a r y  
"  c o l o u r in g  ”  o f  “  C h r i s t m a s s y  ”  t r a d it io n ,  
to w it — a  “ p a le  b lu is h  l i g h t . ”  T h e  s c o f f e r ,  
if  h e  w il l ,  m a y  d e r id e  s o  h a c k n e y e d  a  
d e fin itio n . H e  m a y  e v e n  g o  to  th e  le n g t h  
an d  t r o u b le  o f  c o n s u l t i n g  a  c o lo u r - c h a r t ,  
b u t it  is  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  h e  w ill  b e  a b le  
to im p r o v e  u p o n  th e  “ p a le  b l u i s h ”  b e 
lo v e d  o f  g h o s t - s t o r y  s c r i b e s .  T h e  “  p a le  
b lu ish  ”  k n e w  i t s  p a r t  (a  l i g h t  t r a g e d y  
o n e) to  p e r f e c t io n . C e n t u r ie s  o f  p r a c t ic a l  
e x p e r ie n c e , m o s t l y  in c o u n t r y  h o u s e s ,  to ld  
it a t  o n c e  ( i f  it  r e q u ir e d  a n y  t e l lin g )  t h a t  
it w a s  e x p e c t e d  to  fill t h e  c h a m b e r  w ith  
an  “ e e r ie  e f f u l g e n c e .”  T h i s  i t  a c c o m 
p lis h e d — in  a  t r u l y  u n - B r i t i s h  w o r k m a n 
lik e  m a n n e r .

A n d  th e n  a  s t r a n g e r  t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .  
F e l ix  w a s  in  a n  a u c t i o n - s a l e  r o o m , w h e r e  
“ l o t s ”  o f  s t a m p s  o f  u n h e a r d - o f  r a r i t y  
w e r e  b e i n g  k n o c k e d  d o w n  a t  t e r r i f ic a ll y  
o r d in a r y  p r ic e s .

“  L o t  5 0 , 7 4 9 , ”  c r ie d  th e  a u c t io n e e r  
( F e l i x ,  it  w il l  b e  n o tic e d , h a d  a r r iv e d  s o m e 
w h a t  la t e  in t h e  s a le . H e a v e n  k n o w s  
w h a t  “  b a r g a i n s  ”  h e  m a y  h a v e  m is s e d  !) , 
" c o m m e m o r a t i v e  s t a m p , b l a c k  o n  p a le  
b lu ish  ; O l i v e r  C r o m w e l l  r e f u s i n g  th e  
c r o w n  ( w a t e r m a r k ) .  O n l y  1 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f  
th e s e  s t a m p s  w e r e  p r in t e d , g e n t l e m e n ,  
a n d  th e  R e s t o r a t io n  s a w  th e  p l a t e s  d e 
s t r o y e d . W h a t  s h a ll  w e  s t a r t  w it h  n o w ?  
C o m e , g e n t l e m e n ,  s u r e ly  O l i v e r ’ s  w o r th  
s o m e t h in g  ; w h a t  s h a ll  w e  p u t  o n  C r o m 
w e ll ?  ”

“  A  c r o w n  ! ”
“  A  c r o w n ,  a n y  a d v a n c e  o n  a  c r o w n ?

(G e n t le m e n , y o u  d o  m a k e  m e  w o r k !) 
G o i n g  a t  a  c r o w n — g o n e ! N e x t  lo t ,  
5 0 , 7 5 0 .  K i n g  C h a r l e s  (n o  v a l u e ) ,  h e a d  
a  b it  o f f  c e n t r e . S h a l l  w e  s a y  a  c r o w n  
fo r  t h is  ?  ”

“  H a l f !  ”
“  H a l f  a  c r o w n .  A n y  a d v a n c e ?  ”
“  — A n d  s i x  ! ”
“  G o i n g  a t  th r e e  s h i l l i n g s  ( r e a l ly ,  g e n t l e 

m e n , I m u s t  a s k  y o u  to  t a lk  le s s  a t  t h a t  
e n d  o f  th e  r o o m ) , g o i n g  ( b a n g ) — g o n e  ! 
L o t  5 0 , 7 5 0 a ,  P r o v i s io n a l  C o m m e m o r a t iv e .  
K i n g  C h a r l e s  u p  a  ( g u m )  t r e e . ( A  g e n t l e 
m a n  h e r e  a s k s  m e  i f  th e  ‘  g u m  ’ is  o r ig in a l .  
W e l l ,  1 s u p p o s e  t h a t  I c a n  t r u t h f u l ly  s a y  
t h a t  it  i s ,  fo r  it  h a p p e n s  to  b e  a  little  
o r ig in a l  ( g u m )  j o k e  o f  m y  o w n . )  N o w ,  
w h a t  o ff e r s  f o r  t h is  t r e e -m e n d o u s  r a r i t y  ?  ”  

H e r e  D r e a n ia l l ,  b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in 
t e r e s te d  in “  C o m m e m o r a t i v e s ,”  lo s t  h is  
o w n  h e a d  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  K i n g  C h a r l e s ’s ,  
a n d  m a d e  a n  e a g e r  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r i ly  
h ig h  b id . “  F i f t y  g u i n e a s  1 ”

( B a n g )  “  Y o u r s ,  M r .  D r e a m a l l  ! ”  
l l a m m e r t o n ,  th e  g e n i a l  a u c t io n e e r ,  w a s  
e v e r  r e a d y  to  k n o c k  d o w n  s h a r p l y  w h e n  
h e  w is h e d  to  f a v o u r  a  s p e c ia l  c lie n t.

F e l i x  p it i fu l ly  b e lie d  h is  n a m e  th e  n e x t  
m o m e n t  b y  f e e lin g  a n d  l o o k i n g  th e  m o s t  
u n h a p p y  o f  in d iv id u a ls . F i f t y  g u i n e a s  ! 
W h e r e  w a s  s u c h  a  s u m  to  c o m e  fr o m  ? —  
h e  s t il l  in  h is  c o l l e g i a t e  d a y s ,  a n d  h is  
“ g u v 'n o r ”  h o l d in g  s t r ic t l y  e c o n o m ic a l  
id e a s  w it h  r e g a r d  to  “  a l l o w a n c e s .”  H o w 
e v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  c r y i n g  o f f  h is  “ b a r 
g a i n . ”  B e s id e s ,  h is  s p ir it e d  b id  h a d  
e v o k e d  n o  litt le  a p p la u s e  (le d  b y  th e  
a u c t io n e e r ) ,  w h ic h  w a s  d e a r  ( v e r y  d e a r )  
to  t h e  y o u n g s t e r .

“ L o t  5 0 , 7 5 1 .  B o a d i c e a ,  th e  r a r e  
‘ e r r o r  ’  w it h  in v e r t e d  c h a r io t  -  w h e e l s .  
P o s t a l l y  u s e d  ; p o s t m a r k e d  ‘  L o n d in iu m ,  
A p r i l  t h e ’ - -d a t e  in d is t in c t , b u t  p r e s u m a b ly  
th e  fir s t . ( I r o n ic a l c h e e r s  a n d  l a u g h t e r . ) 
A n o t h e r  r a r e  s t a m p  is  in c lu d e d  in th is  l o t : 
b lu e  o n  b u ff ,  C a n u t e  d e f y i n g  th e  w a v e s ,  
o n  c h a l k y  p a p e r ,  w it h  s e a - w a t e r n ia r k .  
W h a t  f o r  th e  t w o ,  p l e a s e ?  S h a l l  w e  s a y  
te n  p o u n d s ?  ”

“  P e n c e ! ”
“  S h i l l i n g s ! ”
“ T e n  s h i l l i n g s  ( b a n g )  —  y o u r s ,  M r .  

D r e a m a l l  ! L o t  5 0 , 7 5 2 ,  Q u e e n  E l iz a b e t h ,  
th e  r a r e  f i r s t 'i s s u e  P e n n y  B l a c k .  N o w ,  
w h a t  p r ic e  fo r  * P e n n y  B l a c k  B e s s  ’ ?  
D o n ’ t f o r g e t ,  g e n t l e m e n , t h a t  t h e r e ’s  o n ly  
a  m illio n  u n k n o w n  c o p ie s  o f  th is  s t a m p ,  
a n d  n o n e  o f  th e m  a r e  in  th e  T a p l i n g  C o l -
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le c t io n  ! C o m e ,  s h a ll  w e  s t a r t  th e  b i d d in g  
a t  a  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s ?  ”

“ G u i n e a s ! ”  W h a t  im p e lle d  F e l i x  to  
m a k e  s u c h  a  b id  h e  k n o w s  n o t  t o  th is  
d a y .  H e  w a s  h o p in g , a s  s o o n  a s  m a d e ,  
t h a t  h i s  b id  h a d  n o t  b e e n  h e a r d . A l a s  !

( B a n g )  “  Y o u r s ,  M r .  D r e a m a l l . ”  ( A p 
p l a u s e  m in g l e d  w it h  l a u g h t e r . )  D r e a m a l l  
s h u d d e r e d . T o  b e  s u r e  “  F e n n y  B l a c k  
B e s s  ”  w a s  h is , b u t  w a s  h e  n o t  r id in g  fo r  
a  “ f a ll  ” ?

“ A n d  n o w , g e n t l e m e n ,”  c r ie d  th e  
t r iu m p h a n t  a u c t io n e e r ,  “  w e  c o m e  to  th e  
p ie c e  d e  r e s is ta n c e  o f  t h is  s a l e .  L o o k  a t  
y o u r  c a t a l o g u e s ,  p l e a s e ; th e  n e x t  lo t  
s p e a k s  fo r  i t s e l f !  L o t  5 0 , 7 5 3 ,  f u ll - le n g t h  
f i g u r e  o f  J u l i u s  C a e s a r ,  d o i n g  th e  ‘  R o m a n  
fa ll  ’ ( t h e r e ’s  n o  ‘  d r o p  ’ a b o u t  t h is  s t a m p ,  
r e s t  a s s u r e d ) ;  th e  r a r e  R o m a n - r e d  s h a d e ;  
v a l u e  in  R o m a n  n u m e r a l s  ; im p e r f . w it h  
e n o r m o u s  m a r g i n s ; w it h o u t  g u m ,  a n d  
s o m e w h a t  h e a v i l y  c a n c e l l e d ,  b u t  o t h e r 
w is e  m in t . P o s s i b l y  u n iq u e , n o  o t h e r  
c o p y  b e i n g  k n o w n  ; th e  o r i g i n a l  p l a t e ,  
a c c o r d i n g  to  th e  b e s t  a u t h o r it ie s ,  w a s  
d e s t r o y e d  b y  th e  D r u i d s .  T h o u g h  th e  
s t a m p  i s  ig n o r e d  b y  B a c o n ,  it is  r e fe r r e d  
to  in  o n e  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ’s  u n p u b lis h e d  
p l a y s .  I h a v e  a n  o f f e r  o f  o n e  t h o u s a n d  
p o u n d s  f o r  th is  s t a m p . A n y  a d v a n c e ? ”

“  T w o  ! ”
T h e  w o r d  t h a t  s p e l t  h is  f in a n c ia l  ru in  

s lip p e d  fr o m  th e  lip s  o f  F e l i x  e r e  h e  w a s  
a w a r e  t h a t  h e  h a d  u t t e r e d  it . H e  tr ie d  
in  v a i n  t o  a d d  th e  w o r d  “  p o u n d s ,”  b u t  
h is  t o n g u e  c l u n g  t o  th e  r o o f  o f  h is  
m o u t h . H a m m e r t o n  g o t  t h e r e  fir s t .

( B a n g )  “ G o n e  a t  t w o  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s !  
Y o u r s ,  M r .  D r e a m a l l ,  a n d  I t h a n k  y o u ,  
s ir  ! ”  ( L o u d  a n d  p r o l o n g e d  a p p l a u s e ,  fo l 
lo w e d  b y  a n  im p r o m p t u  s i n g i n g  o f  “  H e ’s  
a  j o l l y  g o o d  f e l l o w .” )

I t  w a s  a  p r o u d , y e t  a  m is e r a b le  m o m e n t  
fo r  t h e  y o u t h  w it h  t h e  a b n o r m a l  i m a g i n 
a t io n . H i s  l i f e - l o n g  a m b it io n  to  r a n k  a s  
o n e  o f  th e  G r e a t  M o g u l s  o f  P h i l a t e l y  
w a s  r e a l iz e d , b u t  a t  w h a t  a  c o s t !  T w o  
t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s ! H i s  o ld  f o l k s ,  n o t  
t o o  h e a v i l y  e n d o w e d  w it h  t h is  w o r l d ’s  
r i c h e s ,  w o u ld  b e  b e g g a r e d  ; t h e  o ld  h o m e  
i t s e l f  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  b e  s o ld  u p , a n d  a l l
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f o r  w h a t ?  S i m p l y  t h a t  h e , a n  o n ly  so n , 
m i g h t  p o s s e s s  a  m e r e  s t a m p  t h a t  h a p 
p e n e d , a l s o ,  to  b e  a n  o n ly  o n e . T h e n  
t h e  b e t t e r ,  i f  w e a k e r ,  s id e  o f  th e  y o u n g  
m a n ’s  n a t u r e  a s s e r t e d  it s e lf .  H e  w o u ld  
n o t  im p o v e r is h  k it h  a n d  k in  e v e n  t o  b e 
c o m e  t h e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  s u c h  a  “ g e m . ”  
I t  w a s  a  c a s e  o f  f i lia l a f fe c t io n  v e r s u s  
P h i l a t e l y ,  a n d  th e  c a u s e  m u s t  s u f fe r ,  n o t  
t h e  i n d u l g e n t  p a r e n t s  a t  h o m e .

“  M r . H a m m e r t o n ,  I — t h a t  is ,  t h a t  bid  
w a s  n o t  m in e , it  w a s — t h a t  i s ,  I r e v o k e .  
I s a i d — 1 m e a n t  t o  s a y  t w o  p o u n d s , not 
t w o  t h o u s a n d . P u t — p u t  it  u p  a g a i n ,  
p - p l e a s e ! ”

W h a t  w o u ld  n o t  a  p a in t e r  h a v e  g iv e n  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to  d e p i c t  t h e  s c e n e  ?  
t h is  fa ir - h a ir e d  a n d  f e a r l e s s  y o u n g  B r ito n  
d e f y i n g  a  f u l l y - f l e d g e d  a u c t io n e e r  (o n e  
k n o w n , t o o , a s  a  t e r r o r  to  b a c k s l id e r s ) ,  
a n d ,  w h a t ’s  m o r e , r u n n i n g  t h e  g a u n t l e t ,  
a s  it w e r e ,  o f  a  r o o m fu l o f  e m in e n t  
p h ila t e l is t s .  T r u e ,  F e l i x  w a s  lite r a lly  
f i g h t i n g  f o r  h o m e  a n d  h e a r t h ,  y e t — w h a t  
d id  h is  r e c a n t a t io n  m e a n ?  S o c i a l  o s t r a 
c is m  a n d ,  w o r s e  s t il l ,  p h i la t e lic  e x tin c t io n .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  d e f i a n t ly  r e p e a t e d , “ T w o  
p o u n d s ! ”

T h e n  h e  w a s  s e iz e d  u p o n  a n d  ro u g h ly-  
s h a k e n  b y  H a m m e r t o n , w h o  w a s  n o  m a n  
t o  tr ifle  w it h .  “ T w o  p o u n d s ! ”  h is s e d  
t h e  e n r a g e d  a u c t io n e e r ,  w it h  a  d im  fo r e 
b o d i n g  t h a t  h is  p r e y  w a s  s l i p p i n g  fro m  
h is  g r a s p .

“ T w o  p o u n d s ! ”  g a s p e d  th e  h e ro ic  
v ic t im .

“  T w o  g r a n d m o t h e r s  ! ”  s h o u t e d  a  v o ic e  
in  h is  e a r ,  a n d , o p e n i n g  h is  e y e s ,  F e lix  
r e c o g n i z e d  th e  j o v i a l  c o u n t e n a n c e — n o t  o f  
H a m m e r t o n ,  b u t  o f  h is  fr ie n d  “  B o b .”  
T h e  l a t t e r ,  w h o s e  s l e e p in g  a p a r t m e n t  
c o m m u n ic a t e d  w it h  t h e  “  D r e a m  R o o m ,”  
v o w e d  t h a t  h e  w o u ld  “ s m o t h e r  t h e  s lu g 
g a r d  ”  i f  h e , F e l i x ,  w e r e  n o t  “  o u t  o f  bed  
in  h a l f  a  t i c k , ”  f o r  t h e  b r e a k f a s t  g o n g  
h a d  a l r e a d y  s o u n d e d .

A t  b r e a k f a s t  F e l i x  D r e a m a l l  h a d  th e  
h o n o u r  o f  a t t r a c t i n g  a l l  e y e s  a n d  e a r s ,  
t h e  w h ile  h e  r e c o u n t e d  h is  m a r v e llo u s  
( a n d  n i g h t m a r e )  e x p e r ie n c e s  a t  th e  P h a n 
t o m  S t a m p  A u c t i o n .  ■

THE •YOUNG CO LLECTOR’S  R A CK E T.
No. 66, 500 varieties, is strongly recommended as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps ever 

offered— the Stamps could not be bought separately for three limes the marvellously low price at which it is 
now offered. The Stamps, etc., are clean, picked specimens fit for any collection. The best 500 varieties in 
the trade. 4s. id., post-free.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand. London, W .C .
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GOSSIP OF THE HOUR
B y  C O R N E L IU S  W R IN K L E
A Bishop's Rebuke
M r . B i s h o p , in the S t a m p  C o lle c to r ’ s  F o r t 
n i g h t ly , has fallen foul o f  the Editor o f  
the P h i l a t e l i c  R e c o r d , and has worked 
himself up into such righteous wrath that 
if he goes much farther he will sorely 
need som e one to do the swearing for 
him. The Editor o f  the R e c o r d  mildly 
suggested that idiotic newspaper extracts 
should not be published in philatelic 
periodicals without note or comment, 
i.e. without som e correction or explana
tion. This the Editor o f  the S . C . F .  takes 
to be a sneer at his methods. N ow, as 
a matter o f  fact, when I read the R e c o r d 's  
criticism, I thought it referred to one or 
tw o extracts published in the “  Miscel
laneous ”  page o f  G . S . W . ,  and 1 said, 
“  Sarve him right,”  meaning the boss—  
not in his hearing. But Mr. Bishop 
reads into the R e c o r d ’s  note a “ sneering 
and superior sort o f censure,”  an ex
pression which “ amounts alm ost to an 
evidence o f  cow ardice.”

T h i s  c l e a r l y  is  a  c a s e  o f  p is t o ls  fo r  t w o  
a n d  c o ff e e  fo r  o n e , o n ly  u n f o r t u n a t e ly  fo r  
M r . B i s h o p  t h e r e  a r e  s a id  t o  b e  th re e  
c o o k s  a t  t h e  R e c o r d  b r o t h , s o  it  w o u ld  b e  
th r e e  t o  o n e , a n d  t h e n — w h y ,  w e  m ig h t  
lo s e  o u r  o n ly  p h i la t e lic  B is h o p .

A Timely Disclaimer
It  h a v i n g  b e e n  r u m o u r e d  t h a t  t h e  f u g i t iv e  
in k s  u s e d  in  p r i n t i n g  o u r  E n g l i s h  p o s t a g e  
s t a m p s  c o n t a in e d  p a r t i c l e s  o f  a r s e n ic  
s u f fic ie n t  t o  p o is o n  th e  w h o le  p o p u la tio n  
i f  t h e y  h a d  t o o  m a n y  g r e e n  s h i l l in g s  to  
l ic k ,  I  w r o t e  in  t e r r ib le  t r e p id a t io n  to  th e  
n e w  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l  o n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  
a n d  h e r e  is  h is  c o m f o r t i n g  r e p ly  :—

“ T he Cabinet, io D e c ., 1905.
44 M y dear Cornelius,—You seem to have worked 

yourself up into a state of unnecessary excitement 
and alarm over the ink used in printing our English 
shilling stamp. Calm yourself, dear boy, for you 
may lick English shilling postage stamps till you  
are blue in the face, without further injury. The  
green is a  vegetable product got, entre nous* from 
squashed cabbage leaves. ,, you rs, etc.”

T h e  P ro fe ssio n al P h ilatelist  

T h e  D a i l y  N e w s  i s  s i m p l y  a s t o u n d e d  to  
le a r n  t h a t  a  s t a m p  d e a l e r  m a y  m a k e  a  
y e a r l y  in c o m e  o f  fr o m  ^ £ 7 0 0  t o  ; £ 8 o o  a  
y e a r .  H e r e  is  w h a t  it  s a y s  :—

The veil that hides the professional philatelist from 
the public gaze is but seldom lifted, and we owe it to a

misfortune of bankruptcy, of which some details are 
given in another column, that we now know that a 
yearly income of from £700 to ;£8oo may be made by  
a dealer out of the trade in postage stamps alone. Old 
stamps, of course. It would take, we suppose, a fairly 
longlifetime for an ordinary dealer in undefaced stamps 
under the Post Office licence to make ^70 0  out of it. 
Hut this philatelist (so described) thrived on the 
stupefying traffic in smudgy and uninviting little 
scraps of paper. Had he gone on in the right way, 
buying and selling his mysterious wares, and putting 
by, he might have grown rich enough som eday to get 
into Parliament. But he was in a hurry. He speculated 
in South Africans, which is undoubtedly one w ay of 
rising to political power in England, but not a certain 
one. He lost too much, and now a trustee has been 
appointed to wind up his estate. The lesson is that 
philately brooks no rival in the devotion of a man. 
She claims him a ll; and he is false to her at his peril.

I s  it n o t  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t i t - b i t ?  I f  y o u  
w e r e  to  w a l k  in to  th e  D a i l y  N e w s  a n d  
s h o u t  o u t  “  S o u t h  A f r i c a  ! ”  y o u  w o u ld  
i m a g in e  y o u  h a d  d is t u r b e d  a  h o r n e t s ’ 
n e s t , a n d  it  c o m e s  o u t  e v e n  h e r e  in  a  
litt le  p a r a g r a p h  lik e  t h is . B u t  t h e  c h o ic e  
m o r s e l is  t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  o f  th e  s m a ll  
c o m m is s io n  th e  s e r v a n t  o f  th e  P o s t  O ffic e  
g e t s  w it h  th e  u n h o ly  p r o f i t s  o f  th e  w ic k e d  
“ p r o f e s s io n a l  ”  s t a m p  d e a le r .

Post Cards and Envelopes Given Away 
N o w  is  th e  t im e  t o  s t a r t  a  c o lle c tio n  
o f  p o s t  c a r d s  a n d  e n v e lo p e s .  I h a v e  n o  
in c lin a t io n  t h a t  w a y  m y s e l f ,  f o r  la c k  o f  
t im e — a n d  m e a n s  ; b u t  i t  is  lik e  t e m p t 
i n g  P r o v i d e n c e  to  le t  t h o s e  a u c t io n s  o f  
G ib b o n s  t o n s  o f  a b a n d o n e d  s t o c k  g o  b y  
w it h o u t  s a l t i n g  in  a  f e w  lo t s . I a m  t o ld  
s p le n d id  s t u f f  w a s  p r a c t ic a l l y  g i v e n  a w a y  
a t  th e  f i r s t  a u c t io n . T h e  s e c o n d  s a le  w ill  
b e  h e ld  b y  G le n d in in g s  a t  t h e ir  r o o m s  
p r o b a b ly  o n  3 0  a n d  3 1  J a n u a r y ,  w h e n  
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a n y  t h o u g h t  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  
p o s t  c a r d s  a n d  e n v e lo p e s  s h o u ld  a t t e n d ,  
a n d  s e c u r e  f o r  a  f e w  s h i l l i n g s  w h a t  s o m e  
d a y  w il l  c o m e  in to  fa s h io n  a g a i n  a n d  b e  
w o r t h  a s  m a n y  p o u n d s .

Catalogue Values Wanted 
T h i s ,  f r o m  t h e  S t a m p  C o lle c t o r 's  F o r t 
n i g h t ly ,  is  n o t  a t  a ll b a d  : —

T he following advertisement recently appeared:
Exchange stamps; basis Stanley Gibbons. Wanted 

b y a lady long coat suitable for city wear, also a 
coat for a girl aged 8 ;  both must be in first-class 
condition. Approval.

A  reader o f the Fortnightly wonders what is 
Gibbons* catalogue value for a girl aged eight. He 
is unable to find a price in either Part I or Part I I ; 
nor does the long coat suitable for city wear appear to 
have a quotation 1
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N EW  ISSUES
The Editor will be grateful to hie readers if they will help him u/ith the earliest possible information concerning 

new issues. News from the Colonies in particular will be much appreciated. When possible, a specimen should 
accompany the information, and should be addressed to

EDWARD J. NANKIVELL, Carnanton, Camden Park, Tunbridge Welle.

D en m a rk .— Mr. II. Cowley informs me that he has 
received the 5 ore in the portrait type, so that the 
jumble of designs proceeds apace in a most remark
able manner, and no one comes forward to explain 
the mystery of it all. Let us set out the list, with the 
values in their proper order, and note, by adding its 
particular type after each, how the types are getting 
mixed up.

It'mk. Crown. Per/.
1 Ore, yellow, numeral.
2 ,, carmine ,,
4 ,, blue ,,
5 green, portrait.

10 ,, scarlet ,,
15 ,, mauve, numeral. 
ao ,, blue, portrait.
25 sepia ,,
50 ,, violet ,,

too ,, yellow-brown, portrait.

G re n a d a .— E ve n 's  Weekly Stamp News chronicles 
the following on multiple C A  paper.

Wink. Multiple C  A. Per/.
$d., lilac and green, 
id. ,, carmine.
2d ,, brown,

ajd. ,, blue.

N a ta l.—-T h e  6d. value has been received on multi
ple C A  paper.

Wmk. Multiple C  A. Per/. 
id., green, 
id., carmine.
<d., carmine and cinnamon. 
6d., green and brown, 
is., blue and rose, 
as. 6d., purple.

N e w  Z e a la n d .— The current 6d. stamp hitherto 
chronicled in shades of rose now comes over in a 
pronounced pink colour.

Change 0/colour.
Wmk. N Z  and Star. Per/.

6d., pink.

F R ou m an ia.— Several changes o f colour in the 
current series have to be recorded. On page 314  
we noted change of the 1 bani from brown to black. 
Since then the 5 b. has been changed from blue to green, 
the 10 b. from emerald to carmine, and the t leu from 
rose and pale brown to black and blue-green. The 
1 b. is the type of the illustrated.

Colours changed.
No wmk. Per/.

1 b., black.
5 b., yellow-green.

10 b., carmine, 
t leu, black and blue-green.

S t . L u c ia . — Mr. E. B . Power, the New York  
representative of Stanley Gibbons, tells us in his New 
York letter on another page that the Postmaster of 
St. Lucia informs him that on New Year's D ay that 
little island will issue four stamps portraying the Arms 
of the colony. The values will, he believes, be £d., 
id., a£d., and 3d.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE
O ur A m e r ica n  L etter

198 B r o a d w a y , N e w  Y o rk  
Orders from the Strand
T h e r e  is, 1 believe, a story to the effect that once 
upon a time a certain man in New  Jersey wanted a 
youth as a kind of handy man around his estate. The  
applicant was asked, “ Can you clean w indow s?'*  
“ Can you clean harness?" “ Can you attend to the 
furnace?" “ Can you do the gard en in g?" etc. His 
answers being in the affirmative, and, he having been 
engaged, the youth asked his master, “ Is there any 
clay in the cellar, s ir?  because I might put in my 
spare time making bricks ! "

I merely tell you this as an apology for appearing 
in these columns. It seems that somebody has 
whispered to the Czar of the Strand that his American 
representative hasn't got anything to do, and there
fore the said Czar writes to his representative that he 
must write chattily and decorously for the readers of 
the Weekly. I believe the general idea is that you 
will be afflicted with a page once a month— oh ! well, 
it is no worse than the rent that comes monthly, to o ; 
and, for that matter, communications from our friend 
“  B ill"  generally show up with annoying regularity 
every thirty days.

The Scott Catalogue
The 1906 Scott Catalogue is out in 1905—that's 

something in itself. I ant in receipt of a copy with 
the words “ For R evie w " plainly marked on it, so I 
suppose I really ought to say something about it. I 
have read through most of the publication, but find 
little to criticize, in fact, the prices are so very much in 
line with our awn that there are but few deadly parallels 
to draw. I should, however, say that the Bahamas 
4d., C A , 14, unused, is reasonable at $ 15 .0 0 . I*m a 
buyer of any unused Cyprus Ad., C C , tall surcharge, 
at $12 .50  that are floating about. And N ew  Zealand 
3d., imperf.. Star, unused, in the rare colour at $17 .50  
would be a regular Boston cream puff. I'd take a 
dozen of them to start with. That the publishers are 
fully alive to the excellence of footnotes is evidenced 
by the fact of the insertion of so many of them through
out the work.

Catalogue Pricing
Boston parties not long ago, in an advertisement 

published in Mekeel's Weekly* were asking their 
readers— W h y  buy a catalogue which leaves a blank 
space against the price, thus leaving you in the dark 
as to whether it is worth five cents or five hundred 
dollars? I should think that the collector who did not 
know more about it than that would be better em
ployed in some other pursuit than that of collecting 
postage stamps. However, I find the “ Standard" 
Catalogue lists eighty-six English Officials and prices 
fourteen of them unused, whereas we list eighty-seven 
and price fifty-three ! “ 'N u f sed t"

Surcharges of Salvador
I have just purchased for our firm a considerable 

quantity of the “  18 8 9 "  surcharges of Salvador. 
These stamps were sent from Salvador to this city 
about the time of their issue and are undoubtedly 
genuine originals. I find that our Catalogue does not 
quite embrace all the varieties incidental to the use of 
a handstamp. Am ong minor varieties not listed I 
have found:—
Cat. No, 35 with double surcharge.

3 8 ..............................
38 ,, ,,  „  violet and black.
39 , • .. ti
46 . , vertical 11
46 ,, double

Cat. No. 51 with vertical surcharge.
,, 51 ,, inverted ,,
,, 54 ,, double ,,
♦* 55 »* *»
,, 55 1. inverted ,,

Panama v. Salvador
T he past two weeks have been chiefly remarkable 

for the fact that there have been no new varieties 
discovered in the Republic of Panama, but our friends 
in Salvador have apparently been at it again. I feel 
sorely tempted to quote Shakespeare and say “ Out, 
damned Sp ot."

Bargain Hunters
Several very innocent amateurs have favoured us 

this week with their presence, having found “ on 
checking u p " (sounds good, doesn’t it?) that they 
omitted to secure a block of four (real wicked ones 
say eight) of the Cyprus 2 pia.. Cape 2d. and 
2^d., and Malta is. I’m always so sorry for these 
people, not because of their wants, but because of the 
trouble they put themselves to in order to find out 
that “  we’re on."

New Hebrides
A  few American collectors have asked why we do 

not list the two new He-brides. W ho ever heard of 
a he-bride? I thought all brides w ere she. The  
reason is that they are Locals, pure and simple, and 
all such emissions are not in either part of the 
Catalogue.

Recent Sales of Rarities
I have to report sales of such trifles as Canada i2d., 

unused ; Ceylon 9d., imperf., unused; Newfoundland 
2d. and 6d., scarlet, and is., orange, all unused; and 
fine unused Sydney V iew s—and mottey is  25  percent, 
in  Wall Street. Fine stamps are always in demand, 
but I find that such things as rare Confederate, Pro
visionals, and U .S. Carriers take a back seat in 
popularity. It's fine old Colonials, unu*ed, and I was 
going to say with gum, but really that doesn’t matter 
much. I wrote an article on gum in Gibbons Weekly, 
a week or two ago, and when it came out I saw my 
friend Nankivell had headed it “ A  Fragment found 
nearColney Hatch.” W h y  was my esteemed friend 
in that neighbourhood? [Calling on afflicted friends 
— Power-ful and otherwise.— E d ,]

Twentieth-century Stamps
A  really good collection of twentieth-century 

stamps is a fine thing to own. I have lately been 
called upon to mount in our “ O riel" Albums two ad
vanced collections of these stamps. T h ey occupy 
about one hundred and twenty pages, if one follows 
the Gibbons Catalogue, and they certainly make a 
fine showing. One client always buys pairs of every
thing, but mounts only one copy. He then carefully 
salts the other copy away until things get lively. He 
has just sold his Lagos shilling values for nearly 
$35.00 which cost him $5.85, and he is still wondering 
if he shall accept an offer of $35.0 0  for his Southern 
Nigeria £ 1*  which cost him $6.25. There is certainly a 
minimum of risk in buying current British Colonials, 
but I think N ew  Yorkers have become somewhat 
tired of trying to locate some of the stamps. Most 
dealers g o  in for the pence, but seem to shy at the 
pounds; evidently they follow the old rule of taking 
care of the pence—and there is no doubt most of the 
pounds are fully capable o f taking care of themselves. 
But it does cost a lot of money to carry nearly every
thing. T o  fill up only a few countries the other day, 
I sent away nearly $1250 .00, and I find we ought to 
repeat the dose next week again.
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New S t. Lucia Stamps

The Postmaster of St. Lucia kindly informs me that 
on New Year’s Day that little island will issue four 
stamps portraying: the Arm s of the colony. The values 
will be Ad., id., 2 Ad., and 3d., I believe. I wonder if 
we shallhave large designs a la Antigua  or small stamps 
like Jamaica. I imagine the Ad. and id. of this colony 
on multiple ordinary paper should be good property, 
as the chalk surface in these values has already ap
peared.

Cultured Philatelic Boston
Boston is famous for its learning—in fact, we always 

have to be very careful in the punctuation of our 
letters to clients in that most cultured city—but the 
latest from Bean Town is not to ask for a well-centred 
stamp, but for a specimen whose design is not im
pinged upon by the dentilations. Oh, m amma! ! !

E v s t a c e  B. P o w e r .

O u r Ita lia n  L etter
Rome, 27 Xovember, 1905 

The Forthcoming New Issue
In m y last letter I spoke of the decision taken by our 
Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs to entrust the 
making of the new postage stamps to private firms, as 
the public was no longer satisfied with the stamps at 
present made by our State Treasury printing office. 
The matter has now been decided officially. A  Royal 
Decree, dated 8 October, and published on 17 Novem
ber, authorizes the making of 200 million stamps of 
15 centesimi, which are to be made “ in an absolutely 
exceptional way, and as a trial,'* by the chalcographic 
method, i.e. printing on brass, from a design by the 
painter Paolo Michetti, who has modified it in some 
ways. Several designs had been presented by this 
artist, and some of them have been engraved as a 
trial, with results not at all satisfactory. O f the design 
which has just been adopted I have seen some proofs 
on tissue paper—Chinese paper— from the original 
die. Here is the official description of the new stamp 
just to introduce i t : “ The type consists of a rectangle 
19 by 25 millim6tres, with the bust of K in g Victor 
Emmanuel III in the undress uniform of a  general, 
and with his face looking to the right, on a ground 
representing the sea, and showing stormy waters 
behind the face, while those in front o f the forehead 
are calm and lighted up b y the sun. On the upper 
right-hand side there is the disk o f the sun with the 
royal crown in its centre. A  label on top bears the 
inscription * Poste Italiane’ in two lines, on the left is 
‘ Cent.’, and on the right is ‘ 15*. This inscription is 
in white letters." T he colour chosen is slate-blue. 
The stamps will be printed on white paper without 
watermark. The firm which is preparing these stamps 
has been established recently in Rome under the name 
of “ Officina Calcografica Italiana."

A  North American Engraver
I am o f opinion that the new stamp will be well 

received ; I do not say b y the general Press, to whose

opinion I am absolutely indifferent, but b y  collectors 
and artists whose opinions cannot be inlluenced by 
politics. T he portrait is engraved ingeniously and 
not at all a bad resemblance ; the symbolic signifi
cance of the “ K ing arising from the se a "  seems to 
me happily pictured. One remembers that when 
K ing Humbert was assassinated at Monza, on 29 July, 
1900, the princes of the blood were taking a trip on 
their yacht. It will be remarked, perhaps, that, in 
its general look, the new stamp has a strong American 
look. Its shape and the big letters of the inscription 
are indeed after the form of those found on the present 
stamps of the United States, Bolivia, Venezuela, etc. 
A s a matter of fact, it was indeed an artist belonging 
to North Am erica who came here to engrave the new 
type.

Probable Date of Issue
The date of issue for the new stamp has not yet been 

fixed, but it will not be before February or March 
that it will be able to appear. Meanwhile, there has 
been a new printing of 50 millions of Provisional 
stamps 15 centesimi on 20. Considering that accord
ing to the law stamps would have still to be obtained 
from the Government printing works, which is pro
vided neither with the material nor with the machines 
for chalcographic printing, it may be asked, How will 
these things be provided? Such a step would be 
all very well, but it would entail an outlay by no 
means sm all; or. W ill a return be made to the surface- 
printing, even for the 15 centesim i? In any case it 
seems that for the moment there is no question of 
using new types for the other values. But, if the new 
15  centesimi stamps meet with a favourable reception,
I fancy that there will be a movement in favour of 
having the whole series made b y the same process.

New Portraits for Post Cards
Meanwhile, we shall see soon two new types of the 

K ing’s portrait, one on the post cards for postal 
parcels, and the other on the post cards o f 15 centesimi 
with reply paid for home use. These reply-cards will 
be new in that the two parts will be printed respec
tively in one colour different from the other, and that 
the value, instead of being mentioned as being 7.J +  7A 
centesimi, as is now the case, will be 5 centesimi on 
the front card and 10 centesimi on the other.

The Milan Philatelic Exhibition
I hoped to be able to give  some details about 

the Philatelic Exhibition in Milan, but the committee 
has found some difficulty in getting a suitable place, 
and nothing has been decided so far. I should not 
be at all surprised if the Exhibition were to be post
poned until September, which would be a more suit
able time, especially in view  o f the fact that the 
London Exhibition will be held next spring. Truly, 
two International Philatelic Exhibitions in the same 
month would have been too much, and we ought not 
to abuse things that are agreeable.

E m il io  D ie n a .

B R IT IS H  A F R IC A  P O S T A G E  S T A M P  ALBU M .
O w ing to the fact that the w ar in South Africa has caused great attention to be drawn to the stamps of the 

British Possessions on that continent? and to the enormous increase in the number of collectors that has ensued 
from the issue of the W a r  Provisionals in Mafektng, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, etc., we think this a good time at 
which to place before the public a new and very complete Album, designed for the British Possessions, etc., on 
the African Continent. T h e Album is designed upon the well-known plan of the Imperial Albums—the stamps 
in numbered spaces of the correct sizes on the right-hand page, and the description, full particulars, and 
illustrations on the opposite page. In order to make this a permanent Album we have provided from one to 
four blank pages after each country, thus making the Album available for the issues o f many years to come. 
220 pages. Size, 8 J  x  i i £ inches. Post-free in Great Britain, 10s. 7d.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W .C .
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PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
L eeds P h ila te lic  S oc ie ty

President: £ . Egly, Arncliffe Road, West Park, Leeds.
Secretary ; Charles W. Harding, 139 Belle Vue Road, Leeds.
Meetings : Leeds Institute, Cookridge Street, Leeds-
Annual Subscription 5 s . ;  Entrance Fee, 2s. 6d.

Cingalese Stamps
A “  D is p l a y  of Used Ceylon Stam ps”  by Mr. Ernest 
Heginbottom, b .a ., was the attraction at the m eeting 
of this Society held at the Leeds Institute on Tuesday,
5 December, 1905, and much interest was evinced in 
the proceedings, as Mr. Heginbottom’s ideal is the 
collection of bona fid e  postaliy used labels only, and 
the consequent rejection of “  unused,” for the reason 
that such do not alTord to the student of Philately the 
same wide field of study and investigation.

In the absence of M r. Heginbottom, who was 
unable to be present, Mr. Herbert W ade read the 
notes accompanying the stamps. T he “  pence issues”  
of Ceylon were used from 1855 (the date of the first 
issue) down to the year 1872, when a change in cur
rency necessitated new issues with values in cents, 
the rupee being the standard ; the opportunity was 
also taken to introduce with this change an entirely 
new design of stamp. Although exceedingly neat 
and well executed by De La Rue and Co., the cents 
issues, later so prolific in surcharged provisionals, do 
not appeal to collectors with the same force as the fine 
old rectangular stamps that preceded. The first issue 
of 1855 was on blue paper, two values only, viz. the 
id. and 6d., imperforate, watermarked Star, and en
graved and printed by Perkins Bacon and Co. in 
London, and portrayed the head of Queen Victoria 
almost identical with that seen on the stamps of St. 
Helena, by the same engravers. Other values from 
.Id. to 2S., on white paper, appeared in the years 
1857-8-9, and in 1861 these stamps were issued perfor
ated for the first time. The unwatermarked issue of 
1862 was engraved and printed by De La Rue and Co., 
who also printed the issues of 1865-7 watermarked 
Crown C C . The last of the “ pence issues”  was 
made in 1867-8; this was an entirely new design and 
consisted of two values only, id. and 3d., the latter 
with two varieties of perforation ; the watermark was 
Crown C C  as before.

There are many rarities contained in the “ pence 
Ceylon,”  amongst which may be mentioned the 4d., 
8d., 9d., is. 9d., and 2s. values of 1857-9, and the 
same values of the perforated stamps of 1861. Some 
exceptionally fine examples of these were to be seen 
in Mr. Hegirtbottom's collection, when it is con
sidered that, as a rule, Ceylon postmarks are “ strik
ingly visible" ; in fact, it can be said that Mr. Ilegin- 
bottom possesses one of the finest and most interest
ing lots of Ceylons to be found in the country.

The President (Mr. E. Egly), Mr. Herbert W ade, 
and Mr. J . H. Thackrah supplemented the display by 
showing their stamps of this country, those o f Mr. 
W ade being greatly admired for their variety of 
shades and fine condition.

The K ing's Head issue of 1903, ranging in values 
from 2 c. to 2 r. 25 c., is most effective in design, 
bcin^ in some instances printed in two colours. 
Official stamps, surcharged “ On Se rvice" in two 
lines first made their appearance in 1895, and the 
King's Head issue has been similarly overprinted for 
the values 2, 3, 5, 15, 25, and 30 cents.

A  hearty vote of thanks to M r. Heginbottom for 
his kindness in again givin g the members an oppor
tunity of inspecting another section of his large 
collection of Colonials brought the meeting to a close.

One new member was proposed for election at the 
next meeting, and amongst the novelties shown most 
noticeable was a pair of id., red, English, printed from 
Plate 2, on Dickinson thread paper, in 1841, without 
watermark, this paper being used as a safeguard 
against forgery, and eight sheets only of this stamp 
were printed. This was shown by M r. W . V . Morton 
along with id., black, Die II, Plate 66, which was 
struck on Large Crown paper with inverted water
mark, by special command of the Royal Family, in 
1864, and is said to be very rare; and, further, a pair 
of id., rose-red, English, Die II, Large Crown, imperf., 
known as the Cardiff penny, as two sheets were acci
dentally sent in this condition to that office in 1873.

Mr. E g ly  showed stamps of the German Levant 
Offices, 3 and 10 piaster, surcharged on the 1902 issue 
for the German Em pire; and Mr. F ox had proofs of 
the first issue for India £, 2, and 4 annas.

L e ic e s te r  P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty
President:  Dr. R. Milboume West.
Meetings : Winn's Cafe, Market Place.
Hon. S e c . : d. H. W. Goddard, Church Avenue, Glenfield Road.

T h e  monthly meeting of this Society was held on 
W ednesday, 6 December, at which there was a large 
attendance. The President took the chair. A  paper 
was read b y Mr. T . B. Widdowson on “ Albums,”  
and a large display of all makes, from small collecting 
books to the best blanks, was on view, copies being 
kindly lent for the occasion by Messrs. W . T . Wilson 
(Birmingham), Whitfield K ing (Ipswich), and others. 
He also showed an album folio made by himself, re
ducing to a minimum the friction between the several 
leaves which is a great objection in many movable- 
leaf albums. The chief feature o f the evening was 
a display of Bermuda, St. Kitts, Bahamas, Nevis, 
Montserrat, and Tobago, by Mr. E. Heginbottom, B .A ., 
of Rochdale, which consisted of forty-two cards con
taining the stamps of these countries, in the finest 
condition. The notes read, of his own w’riting, were 
particularly instructive and interesting, and greatly 
enjoyed b y the members present. T he next meeting 
will be held on W ednesday, 3  January, 1906.

L iv e rp o o l P h ila te lic  S o c ie ty
President: Herbert Woods.
Secretary .- IV. Halfpenny, 28  Docey Street, Liverpool.
Meetings : Angel Hotel, Dale Street, Liverpool. 7 p  m.

T h e  usual fortnightly meeting took place on Monday, 
4  December, 1905, at the Angel Hotel, Dale Street.

Ow ing to the illness of Mr. Crowther, the paper on 
“ S a x o n y ”  was unavoidably postponed, and in its 
place an auction of members* stamps was held. 
M r. Jagg ard  (of Jagg ard  and Co., Moorfields) 
kindly undertook the office of auctioneer. A  large 
number o f good stamps were put up and disposed of, 
and some very good prices were realized.

A  display of Seychelles and British Guiana was 
also held, and some really fine exhibits were made. 
In the former, Mr. Gill's exhibit called for mention, 
and among the juniors that of Mr. Robson ; whilst 
in British Guiana Mr. RocklifTs exhibit stood far 
above the others, being a really excellent collection.

S T A M P S  A N  X> S T A M P  COLLECTING . By M ajor E . B. E V A N S .
The young collector is frequently perplexed b y the meaning o f the various terms used in stamp collecting, 

and the fullest explanations of these will be found in this book. 2s. 9d. in Paper Cover, or 4s. 6d. strongly 
bound in Cloth.

Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 39s Strand, London, W .C.
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A R R A N G E M E N T S  FO R  1900
Ol'R arrangements for the new year include the 
continuation of the leading features of Gibbons Stamp 
Weekly. “ The Countries of the W o rld " will be 
written up and fully illustrated in continuation of the 
work begun with our first number; the Rev. T . C. 
Walton, Headmaster of Kirkham Grammar School, 
an experienced and enthusiastic philatelist of twenty 
years* standing, will continue his instructive articles, 
full of kindly advice, and many wrinkles, for the 
Begin n er; Stamp Portraits, with biographies, will be 
inserted as we can spare the space ; Ingle-nook Yarns, 
i.e. short stories with a strong philatelic flavour, will 
be a special feature ; and we have arranged with our 
friend Mr. A. B. Cooper, Editor of the Sunday  
Strand , and author of many popular stories, for some 
short serials to take the place of “ The Stamp K ing "  
till the end of the year, when we hope to have a real

surprise packet for those who like stories with a 
philatelic interest.

Meanwhile, w c are to have the History of the Firm of 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., first-hand from the chatty 
pen of Mr. C . J . Phillips, as Managing Director, 
under the very appropriate title of “ Fifty Years of 
Philately." This story, brimful of general philatelic 
interest, will run for several weeks and will be fully
illustrated with portraits of the chief actors in the-----
tragedy.

Of course New Issues will not be forgotten, nor our 
friend Mr. Cornelius Wrinkle, with his “ Gossip of the 
H o u r";an d  the specialist who hides his identity under 
the nom de plume of “ One W ho K n o w s" will con
tribute his occasional wide-awake tips of what to buy 
and what to avoid.

In fact, we shall do our best as heretofore to get a 
quart into a pint pot.

OUR PHILATELIC DIARY
J A N U A R Y , 1906

We shall be glad i f  Secretaries o f  Philatelic Societies will send us their Programmes fo r  the new year. Several 
Societies are omitted from this Diary fo r  lack o f Programmes.

1 &  2. Auction : M arlin D ay & C o., Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet
Street, Ix>ndon.

2 & 3. Auction: Glendining &  C o., 7 A rgyll Street, London.
4 .30 p.m.

4 & 5. A uction: Plun m dge& C o., 64 Chancery Lane, London.
4.45 p.m.

4. North o f England Philatelic Society : Jam es Colt man on
K in g 's  Heads.

Birmingham Philatelic Society : Lantern D isp lay ; J .  A. 
Margoscbis.

5. Philatelic Society o f London : R . Frenizel, Display o f
portion o f his collection o f  M exico, with Notes.

6. Ju n io r Philatelic Society : Two diplomas will be awarded,
one for ihe best exhibit o f philatelic literature or library  
accessories, and one for the best short paper (not to 
exceed ten minutes in reading), to be read by a  member 
to the meeting. Notice o f such papers must be given to 
the Hon. Secretary by 1 Jan u ary . A  further diploma 
will be awarded to the publisher exhibiting the best 
handbook, special or general, calculated 10 be o f  ad- 
vantage to junior philatelists. The special programme 
will include : Auction o f Philatelic Literature. Paper— 
“  E arly  Stamp C ata lo g u es"; R . Halliday.

9 &  to. A uction : Puttick &  Simpson, 47 I^icester Square, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

tt . Bristol Philatelic So cie ty : General Meeting.

xi &  12. A uction: Ventom, Bull, &  Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 
Surrey Street, Strand, London 5 p.m.

16 &  17. Auction: Glendining &  C o., 7 Argyll Street, London.
4.30 p.m.

S7. Enterprise Philatelic Society (London): D isplay with 
Notes—Antigua. Bahamas, Bermuda, Caym an Islands. 
D om inica; E . Heginbottom, b. a . Paper—“  Recollec
tions," accompanied by D isp la y ; H . W . Westcott. 
General Sale and Exchange.

19. Philatelic Society o f London : H. R . Oldfield, a  Paper on
the Stam ps o f Servia, with D isplay.

20. Ju n ior Philatelic So cie ty : Bourse. Paper—“ Gibraltar
and the Morocco A g e n c ies"; H . W. Westcott. Dis
play—Gibraltar, G . r .  H . Gibson, Hon. Secretary of 
the Manchester Philatelic Society. D isplay—African 
Colonies IV , St. Helena and Sierra Leone. D eb ate- 
Used v. Unused. Openers, C . J .  Patman (used); James 
Feeney (unused).

23 &  24. Auction : Puttick &  Simpson, 47 Leicester Square, 
London. 4.30 p.m.

25 &  26. Auction : Ventom, Bull, Sc Cooper, Loudoun Hotel, 
Surrey Street, Strand, London. 5 p.m.

3 0 & 3 1 .  Great Sale by Auction o f Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
immense stock o f post cards and envelopes, by Glendining 
&  C o., at 7 Argyll Street, London. 4.30 p.m.

Editorial Address— E dw ard  J .  N a n k iv b u ., Camanton, Camdeo Park, Tunbridge Wells.

END OF VOL. II.

Printed b y  W. B rendon  &  S on, L td ., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, S t a n l e y  G ibbo ns, L td ., 391 Strand, London, W .C.
30 December, >905.
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ARRANGEMENTS FOR 1908
O ru  arrangements for the new year include the 
continuation of the leading features of Gibbons Stamp 
HV«£/r. “ The Countries of the W o rld ”  will be 
written up and fully illustrated in continuation of the 
work begun with our first number: the Rev. T. C. 
W alton. Headmaster of Kirkham Grammar School, 
an experienced and enthusiastic philatelist of twenty 
years’ standing, will continue his instructive articles, 
lull of kindly advice, and many wrinkles, for the 
Beginner; Stamp Portraits, with biographies, will be 
inserted as we can spare the space : Ingle-nook Yarns, 
i.e. short stories with a strong philatelic flavour, will 
be a special feature; and we have arranged with our 
friend Mr. A . B. Cooper, Editor of the Sunday 
Strand, and author of many popular stories, for some 
short serials to take the place of “  The Stamp K ing ” 
till the end of the year, when we hope to have a real

surprise packet for those who like stories with a 
philatelic interest.

Meanwhile, we are to have the History of the Firm ol 
Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., first-hand from the chaity 
pen of Mr. C. J . Phillips, as Managing Director, 
under the very appropriate title of ** F illy Years of 
Philately.” This story, brimful of general philatelic 
interest, will run for several weeks and will be fullv 
illustrated with portraits of the chief actors in the—  • 
tragedy.

Of course New Issues will not be forgotten, nor our 
friend Mr. Cornelius Wrinkle, with his “ Gossip of the 
1 lour and the specialist who hides his identity under 
the unm dc plume of “ One W h o K now s”  will con
tribute his occasional wide-awake tips of what to buy 
and what to avoid.

In fact, we shall do our best as heretofore to get a 
quart into a pint pot.

OUR PHILATELIC DIARY
J A N U A R Y , 1906

We shall be glad if Secretaries o f Philatelic Societies will send as their Programmes for the netv year. Several 
Societies are omitted from this Diary for lack o f Programmes.

x & 2. Auction : Martin Hay & Co., Andertou's Hotel. Fleet 
Street, London.

2 & 3. Auction: Glcndining & Co., 7 Argyll Street, I.ondon.
4 3r>|).m.

4 & 5. Auction: I>Iumridge&Co., 64 Chancery Lane, London. 
4 -4 2  p.m.

4. North of England Philatelic Society : Janie» Colltnan on
King's HeaiK

Birmingham Philatelic Society: Lantern Display; J. A. 
Margoschis.

5. Philatelic Society of London: R. Frcrilzel, Display of
portion of his collection of Mexico, with Notes.

6. Junior Philatelic Society : Two diplomas will he awarded,
one for the best exhibit o fphilatelic literature or library 
a a r s s o r it s , and one for the best short paper (not to 
exceed ten minutes in reading), to be read by a member 
to die meeting. Notice of such pnj>er> must be given to 
the Hon. Secretary by 1 January. A further diploma 
will be awarded to the publisher exhibiting the best 
handbook, special or general, calculated to be of ad
vantage to junior philatelists. 'Hie special programme 
will include : Auction of Philatelic Literature. Paper— 
“  Early Stamp Catalogues” : R. ITalliday. 

to. Auction: Puttick & Simpson, 47 Leicester Square, 
I.ondon. 4.30 p.m.

11. Bristol Philatelic Society : General Meeting.

it fc i2. Auction: Ventom, Bull, & Cooper, Loudoun Hotel.
Surrey Street, Strand, London 5 p.m.

16 & 17. Auction: Glendining & Co., 7 Argyll Street, London.
4.30 p.m.

17. F.nterprUe Philatelic Society (I.ondon): Display with 
Notes—-Antigua. Bahamas, Bermuda. Cayman Island-. 
Dominica: F.. Meginhottom, u.a . Paper—•“  Recollec
tions," accompanied by Display; H. W . Westeof.. 
General Sale and Exchange.

to. Philatelic Society of London : If. R. Oldfield, a Paper on 
the Stamps of Scrvia, with Display.

20. Junior Philatelic Society: Bourse. Paper— "  Gibraltar 
and the Morocco Agencies": II. W . Wcstcott. Dis
play—Gibraltar, C  K. II. Gibson, Hon. Secretary of 
the Manchester Philatelic Society. Display— African 
Colonies IV, St. Helena and Sierra Leone. Debate 
Used r\ Unused. Openers, C. J. Patman (used); James 
Feeney (unused).

23 & 24. Auction: Puttick & Simpson, 47 Leicester Square. 
London. 4.30 p.m.

25 & 26. Auction: Ventom, Bull, & Cooper, Loudoun Hotel.
Surrey Street, Strand, London. 5 p m.

30 & 31 . Great Sale by Auction of Stanley Gibbons, Lid. 
immense stock of post cards and envelopes, by Glcndinin^ 
ft Co., at 7 Argyll Street, London. 4.30 p.m.

Editorial Address—  E dward J. N akkiveli., Carnanton, Camden Park, T u n b rid ge  Wells.

K . \ I ) O F  V O L . II.

Printed by W . Bkekdon & Son, Ltd., Plymouth, for the Proprietors, Stanlkv G ibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W .C.
30 December, 1903.
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CHEAP S E T S  OF

Colonial Postage Stamps.
R E V I S E D  S E R I E S  F O R  1 9 0 5 -

A rranged  in  th e  order of St a n ley  G ibbons’ last  P riced  Catalogue.

Used.* UntisedA Used and Unused.X A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O r d e r in g  it is  o n ly n e c e s s a r y  to  q u o te  N a m e  o f  C o u n tr y , N u m b e r  o f  S e t ,  and th e  P rice .

INDIA —continued.

„  R A JP E E P L A .So. of Set. No. in Set. s. <t.
.,380) J ,  a, and 4 annas . . . 3 •• 2 9

2,381)
8 IR M O O R .

1894, yellow-green, dark green, and blue . 3 •• 0 9
2,381) 3, 3, 6 pies, 1, 1, and a annas

1895-09, 3 and 6 pies, x, a, and 3 annas .
6 . . 0 9

2,383) 5 0 10
2,384) „  4 and 8 annas, and 1 rupee 

“  Service,”  red and black surcharges .
3 •• 3 3

2,386* 6 .. 3 0

•,387)
8 O R U T H .

1877, laid papers . . . . 5 •• 2 6
1.388) 1886, pert . . . . 6 . . 2 0

»-39**
T R A V A N C O R E . 

Laid and wove papers 4 •• 0 4

»,393)
JA M A IC A .

1860-86, including “ P in e 1* and " C C "  
winks. . . . . 7 •• 5 0

»,39S* 1871-73, “  C C ,"  id ., id-, ad., 4d ., 6d., and 
is. . . . . 6 . . 1 9

*,396* Later issues . . . . xo . . 1 3
2.397) ,, including a id . on 4d. and two 

W aterfalls . . . . 7 3 0
2,398) 1897, 1$ ., as., and 5s. 3 •• 10 0
•■ 399* Official sum ps . . . . 4 •• 1 8
1,400* Fiscal, Postal, and Official . 5 •• 0 9

* .4«>4t
LAB U AN .

2880-91, including 8 c. on xa c ., 6 c. on 
8 c ., and other early 8 . . 14 0

*>4° 5t 189s, engraved, a, 6, 8, i r ,  12 , 16 , and 
40 c. . . . . 7 •• 7 6

* ,4*51 1893, lithographed, a, 10 , 12, 16, and 40 c. 5 -♦ 12 0
1,408! 1896, 4, xo, 20, 30, and 40 c . . 5 4 0
2,410* „  25, 50 c ., and $ t  . . . 3 3 0
2,412) „  errors, surcharge omitted, 25 c ., 

50 c ., and $ 1  . . . 3 •• 25 0
2,412) ,, Jubilee, x, a, 3, 5, 6, and 8 c . . 6 . . 1 3
»,4X3* 1897 (April), 1 ,  a, 3, 5, 6, 8, 1a , 18, and 

34 c. . . . 9 4 0
•.424* ,, (April), x, a, 3, 5, 6, 8, ta , 18, and 

34 C .  .  .  .  .  . 9 •• 2 8
* ,424« ' ,, (April), 2, 3, 5, 6, and 8 c.

,, (O ct.)-1898, 12 , 18, 18 , and 24 c. 
1899, 4 C. on 5. 6, 8, 12 , 18 , and 24 c.

5 •• 0 9
» 425! 
A 4»6)

4 •• 2 6
6 . . 6 0

•  4*7* „  4 c. on 25 c., 50 c ,  and $ 1 3 •• 2 0
2,4*8) 1900-a, a, 4, 4, 5, xo, aod 16  c.

PosUge D ue, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, ta, 18, and 
«4 c. . . .

6 .. 1 4
2,4*9)

9 •• 6 0
1,4 19)1! Postage Due, a, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 c . . 6 . . 1 8
1,410* „  a, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 c . . 5 . . . 0 9
a.4* it 1902, a c ., 4 C., 6 C., 10 c ., xa c:, 16 c., 28 c., 

35 c., 50 c ., and $ 1 xo . . 5 6
The above “  used "  sets o f  Labuan are Postmarked to order, 

and lightly cancelled with Slack bars.

LAG O S.
• ,4 * 5 ! 1876-94, id ., id ., ad.1 ad., a id ., at»d 6d. . 
1,416! 1887-94, 3d., 4d., sd ., 6d., 7$d., and xud. 
2,4*7! ,, is ., 3/6, and 5s. . . .
a,418' Including 4d., lilac “ .

6 . .  7 6 
6 . .  3 9
3 .. 10 6
4 .. 2 6

LE E W A R D  ISL A N D S.
No. o f  S e t . H o .  i n  S e t . s. <f.
1 ,4 3 1 !  jd ., xd., a jd ., 4^-1 6d., 7d., and xs. . . 7 . .  4 6
* .434f xooa, id . on 4d., id . on 6d., id . on yd. . 3 . .  1 3
• ,4 3 5 ! ,, K in g, id ., id ., a id ., 6d., and xs. . 5 . .  2 3

M A L T A .
1,436 ! id .,  id  , id .,  id ., ad., a id ., 4d , 3d., and is. 10 . .  3 9 
a,439* id ., yellow, id .,  id ., and a|d. . . 4 . .  0 *  6

M A U R IT IU S.
1,4 4 s ! 1863-^7, including old issues and Pro

visionals . . . .
1,44s Cancelled, including is . on 5s., and 5s. . 
a,443* 1863-83 „  old issues
a,444t 1878-83 „  two varieties o f 16 c.

on 17 c. . . .
s,445t 1885-94, including aon 38, and other scarce
*»44S^t 1883-93, Provisionals, including rare varie

ties . . .
1,446* 1885-94, including i$ ,  brown, 15 , blue, 

and 16, brown . . . .
3,447! 1895-1901, t, x, a, a, 3, 4, 4, 6, 15 , and 

18  c. . . . .
1,448 ! 1895-1901, 6 on 18 c ., 15 on 36 c ., 15  c., 

and 36 c. ’
1,4490 ! 1900-00,4 on 16  c .. ta on t8 c ., ta on 36 c. 
a,4 5 1 !  1907,surcharged “  Postage and Revenue,” 

4, 6, 15 , 25, and 50 c.

6
8
6

9
7

9

10

4
3

5

.. 6 0 

. . 3  0 

. . 2  0

. .  10 0 

. .  1 - 9

. .  14 0

. . 1 3

. .  1 8

. . 2  3

. . 3  0

. .  1 9

M O N T S E R R A T .
1 ,4 5a ! Old type, including £d., green .  . 4 . .  10 0
1 ,4 5 3 ! 1883-85, id .,g reen ,4 d .,b lu e ,an d  4d.»lilac 3 . .  18 0

N ATAL.
*>455* 1864-75, including scarce early  issues . 7 . .  9 0
8,456! „  „  two scarce Provisionals 5 ... 15 0
a,457! 1880-95, |d ., id ., id . ,  id ., ad ., 2d., a id .,

»|d., 3d ., ^d., 6d , and is . . . xa . .  5 6
a,458* 1880-95, including high value . xo . .  2 $
a,459! 190a, K in g, id .,  id ., l id . ,  2d ., 2|d ., 3d.,

4d., sd ., and 6d. .  . . 9 . .  2 9

N EVIS.
1 ,4 6 1 !  1883-90, id ., id ., a id ., 4d., and 6d. •  5 . .  17 6

N E W  B R U N S W IC K .
*>483! 1860-63, 1 ,  a, 5, xo, ia | , and 17  c. .  • 6 . .  3 0

N E W F O U N D L A N D .
1 ,4 8 5 ! 1857-62, sd., id .j  sd ., sd., 6d., and 6|d. 
1,466 ! 1866-79, *t s» 8, xa, and 13  c.
*.«*»* 1 876-90, I ,  i ,  i ,  3, 3. 3, 5. 5 c.
1,46 8 ! 1880-90, indudiog 1© c ., black 
1,469 ! 1890-96, x, a, 3, 5, 6, aod xa c. 
i , 47° t  1897, t , a , 3, 4, 5, and 8 c . .  
a,47xf „  10 , xa, 15 , 24. 30, 35, and 60 c.
•»4 73 t 1897-X901, thc Royat Fam ily set

. 25 0 

. 10 A0 

. 2g0

. tf'f i
5 . 0  
2 J 0  

. 12 0 

. l i e
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G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly , N E W  IS S U E S
*D R E P A ID  subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 
at the following rates, post-free

G t  Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S .A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6 >. 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25
12 ,, 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK  N U M B E R S.
W e  have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3  and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable t>y those 
who order promptly.

No.

6 to current number

price, post-free, 4d, 
all sold out. 
price, post-free, 9d. 

*» »» i/*

3  d. each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. 5*. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

THE
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

E d i t e d  b y  M a j o r  E .  B .  E V A N S .

Published on the test day of each month. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 / -  p er  Annum .

A ll Subscriptions m ust be p rep a id , an d commence 
w ith the fir s t  num ber o f  a  volum e. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back num bers 
o f the current volum e.

T HE M onthly Jo u rn a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are— 
tst.—A series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects o f  interest to Stamp Collectors. 

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

T h e  M a y  num ber contains am on gst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . Seven p a g e s. 
T h e  1886-7 Is s u e s  o f  T o l im a , by T . W . Hall. 
A T r ip  R o u n d  t h e  W o r l d , by L. L . R. 

Hausburg.
T h e  E n d  o f  a  P h i l a t e l i c  L e g e n d , b y  A  

Reinheimcr.
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , by Charles J .  Phillips. 
L i s t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , w anted to 

purchase fort ti e Library o f the Earl of 
Crawford. etp. etc.

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

.  B R IT IS H  GUIANA.
1905. Type 28. M ultiple wmk. s.

1 c., green . . . . o
2 c., purple and black on red . . . 0
5 c., lilac and ultramarine on bluish . . o

12 c., purple and violet . . . o
24 c. ,, green , . . 1
48 c., grey and brown-lilac . . . 2

CHAM BA.
1886-1902. Official. Queen's Head.

4 a., green . . . used o
4 a., pea-green . . . ,, o

G ERM AN  L E V A N T .
1905. N ew  type o f “ a ”  in  surcharge “ p i a s t r e . 

10 pi. on 2 m., blue . . . . 3

G R E A T  3 R IT A IN .
1902-4. K in g 's Head. Large Stamps. 

2s. 6d., lilac . . . used
5s., carmine . . . „
1 os., pale ultramarine . . •
Set of three values . . . ,,

0
o
3
4

INDIA.
1902-4. K in g 's Head.

8 a., magenta . . . used o
8 a. ,, (On 1I.M.S.) . . ,, o

d.

x
2
4
8
4
9

1
1

0

6
9
6
6

3
3

JHIND.
Cat. No. 1885- 96. Service Stamps.
502. I a., brown-purple . . used O 2
516. 4 a., green . . ,, O 1
517. 1 a., purple-brown O 3
528. 4 a., pea-green p 2
530. ja .  „  (King) O 1
531. i a., carmine ( „  ) O 2

O R A N G E  R IV E R COLONY.
1905. K in g 's Head. Single wmk.

5s-> orange-brown and blue . 6 6

P A R A G U A Y.
1904. Official. N ew  type, unsurcharged.

1 c., green . . . used o I
2 c., orange . . . , , 0 1

P A T IA L A .
1892-1902. Service Stamps. 

t a., plum .
I a., carmine

Queen s Head. 
. used o 
• .. o

REU N IO N .
1900. Type 11.

10 c., rose-red . . . used o
15  c*» £ rey  • * • . o

T R A N SV A A L .
1905. K in g 's Head. M ultiple wmk. 

2&d., ultramarine and grey-black , . o

2
2

2
I

4
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COLLECTION PACKETS.
N EW  A N D  G R E A TLY  R ED U C E D  PRICES FOR 1905.

No. 64 C O N T A IN S  100 VAR IET IES,
I n c lu d in g  u s e d  a n d  u n u s e d . Price 6d.; post-free, ’jd.

No. 65 C O N T A IN S  250 D IFFEREN T  VAR IET IES,
B o th  u s e d  a n d  u n u se d  S ta m p s , E n v e lo p e s  □  a n d  P o s t  C a r d s  □  a n d  is  w e ll re c o m m e n d e d  

as a  c a p ita l s ta rt  fo r a  c o lle c to r . Price 2/-; post-free, 2/l.
No. 66, 500 VAR IET IES,

I s  s tro n g ly  re c o m m e n d e d  a s  th e  c h e a p e s t  c o lle c tio n  o f  5 0 0  d iffe re n t S ta m p s  ever  

o ffe re d — th e S ta m p s  c o u ld  n ot b e  b o u g h t s e p a r a te ly  fo r  th re e  t im e s  th e  m a rv e llo u s ly  low- 

p ric e  a t  w h ic h  it is n o w  o ffere d . T h e  S ta m p s , e tc .,  a re  c le a n , p ic k e d  s p e c im e n s , fit for 

a n y  c o lle c tio n . T h e  b e st  5 0 0  va rie tie s  in  th e tra d e . Price 4/-; post-free, 4/1.
No. 67, 1,000 VAR IET IES.

T h i s  p a c k e t  c o n ta in s  1 ,0 0 0  d iffe re n t • S ta m p s  ( a n d  n o  E n v e lo p e s , B a n d s , a n d  C a r d s ) , and  

is th e  cheapest packet e v e r  o ffere d  b y  S .  G . ,  L t d . ,  sa tis fa c tio n  b e in g  a b so lu te ly  

g u a ra n te e d . T h e  p ric e  it is o ffe re d  a t  is th e  lo w e st e v e r  q u o te d  fo r  s u c h  a  co lle c tio n , 

e m b r a c in g  a s  it d o e s s c o r e s  o f  s c a rc e  va rie tie s, p ro v is io n a ls , n e w  issu e s , a n d  m a n y  v e r y  fine 

a n d  o b so le te  v a rie tie s . Price 15/-, post-free a n d  registered.

No. 68, 1,500 VAR IET IES.
E a c h  s p e c im e n  is  in  p e rfe c t  c o n d itio n , a n d  the 1 , 5 0 0  d iffe re n t S t a m p s  fo rm  a  n o b le  start for 

a n y o n e . A  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  re a lly  ra re  a n d  v a lu a b le  S t a m p s  a re  c o n ta in e d  in  this  

c o ll e c t io n ; b u t  it is  im p o s s ib le  to  e n u m e ra te  th e m , a s  w e  a re  c o n s ta n tly  a d d in g  N e w  

Is su e s  a n d  o ld e r  S ta m p s  w h e n  w e  p u rc h a se  s u c h . S a tis fa c tio n  is  g u a ra n te e d .

Price £1 15s., post-free and registered.

No. 69, 2,000 VAR IET IES.
A  g r a n d  p a c k e t  fo r a  d e a le r  o r c o lle c to r , e v e r y  S t a m p  b e in g  d iffe re n t  a n d  g e n u in e , a n d  thus  

fo rm in g  a  c h o ic e  c o lle c tio n  in its e lf  o r a  s to c k  to  m a k e  u p  sh e e ts  o r  fo r  e x c h a n g e  p u rp o ses. 

Price £3, post-free and registered.

"  No. 6 9 a , 3,000 VAR IET IES.
A  v e r y  fin e p a c k e t, c o n ta in in g  m a n y  ra re  S ta m p s , a ll a r r a n g e d  in  o rd e r , a n d  m o u n te d  re a d y  

to  p r ic e  o r r e m o v e  to  a  c o lle c tio n . Price .£8 10s., post-free and registered.
No. 6 9 b , 4,000 VAR IET IES.

A  v a lu a b le  c o lle c tio n , a ll m o u n te d  o n  sh e e ts  in  o rd e r. R e a l l y  g o o d  v a l u e ;  b e in g  so ld  b y  

u s to  c o lle c to rs  a t  le ss  th a n  th e  p r ic e  u s u a lly  c h a r g e d  in  th e  tra d e . .

Price £14, post-free and registered.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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One Penny.Vol. II. No. 2.
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Gibbons 
Stamp UJeekly
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G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly , N E W  IS S U E S
P  R E P A ID  subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 

at the following’ rates, post-free :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

1 U .S .A .
| and 
Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 

Spain.
Germany.

3  months ts. 8d. j 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. t.70

6 3s- 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

*a „ 6s. 6d. j $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.
ALL UHUSEO UHL ESS OTHERWISE STATED.

COLOM BIA.
1898-1901. P erf, 13$.

5 c., brown on pale brown, horizontal p a ir , s. <f. 
im perf. between . . . . 2 0

1901. Pin-petf,
2 c., black on red, pair, w ith and without con-

trot . . . . . 2 6
I c., black, va rie 'y  im perf . ‘ per p a ir  1 6

E LO B E Y, &c.
BACK N U M BE RS.

W e  have got back a few returns from Agents, and 
are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a  few copies of Nos. 3  and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable b y those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 
„  2

price, post-free, 4d. 
. . all sold out. FE R N A N D O  POO.

3 * . . price, post-free, 9d. 1905. Type 16, w ith date altered.’
,, 4 .1 II 1/- 1 c., purple . . . 0 3
11 4 • - - „  „  6d. 2 c., black . . . 0 3
,, 6 to current number ,, ,, 3<f.each. 3 c., orange-red . . . 0 3

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W, from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railw ay Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

E dited  b y  M a jo r  E . B . E V A N S .
Published m  M . h t i  d s j mt n o  a m t .

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 f- per Annum.

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
op the current volume.

I 90 S-
1 c., rose
2 c., purple .
3 c., black .
4 c,, orange-red
5 c ., deep green

Type i, w ith dale altered.

4 c., deep green . . - . 0 4
5 c., blue-green . . . . 0 4

FR A N C E .
X900. Type 12. Figures o f value printed  

separately.
10 c., carmine . . . . 0 9

G A M BIA.
1905. K in g 's Head. Single w m i. 

is. 6d., red and green on yellow. j get oj  
2s. 6d., claret on yellow . r t,,ree
3s., vermilion and green on yejlow )

G W A L IO R .
1905. K in g 's  Head.

4 sage-green . . . .
JH IN D.

1887- 96. Service. Queetis Head, 
t a.; purple-brown (No. 517)

IS o

o 6

T HE Monthly Jou rn al is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st.—A series of entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers o f  the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list o f all New Issues. Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J une number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . F iv e  p a ge s. 
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s , b y  L . H anciau. 
S t a m p s  o f  S ir m o o r , b y M ajo r E v a n s.
T h r  W i d e , W i d e  W o r l d , b y  Philologo9.
A T rip R o u n d  t h e  W o r l d , by L. L. R. 

Hausburg.
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , b y  Charles J .  Phillips, 
L i s t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , wanted to 

purchase for the Library o f the Earl of 
Crawford. Etc. etc. etc.

N A T A L .
1905. K in g 's Head. M ultiple w m i.

4d.t carmine and cinnamon . . . 0 6
N ICARA GU A.

1904. Provisionals. Type IS surcharged.
5 c. on 10 c., mauve . . . . o j
5 c. on 10 c. ,, variety “  C ”  inverted  2 6

15 c. on 10 c. „  . . . 0 9
15 c. on 10 c. „  variety *‘ C ”  inverted 4 o

S P A N IS H  G U IN EA.
1905. Type 2, w ith date altered.

1 c., black . . . . . 0 3
2 c., green . . . . . 0 3
3 c., claret . . . . . 0 3
4 c., slate-green . . . . 0 4
5 a , dork brown . . , . 0 4

V IC T O R IA  
1903. Perf. 11.

id., rose-red . . , . 0 6
3d. orange-brown . . . . 0 8
6d., bright green . . . . 1 3

S T A N L E Y  G IBB O N S, L T D ., 391, S TR A N D , L O N D O N
STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198, BROADW AY, NEW  YORK
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OUR PRIZE COMPETITIONS.
Results of Competition No. 4.

Name the twelve ugliest Postage Stamps in the World.

1st. B U N D I 1894 i  a. s la te -grey .
2nd. N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S , 1 8 9 7 -1 9 0 2  . 2$d. purple.
3rd. J H A L A W A R  . 1 8 8 7 -9 0 • i  a. g r e e n ."
4th . S O R U T H  . 1864 1 a. b la ck  on  blue.
5th. B A M R A 1890 i  a. b la ck .
6th . B H O R  . . 1879 1 a. lake.
7th. W E 1- H A I - W E I  . 1 8 9 8 -9 2 c. b la ck  o n  red.
8th. K I S H E N G A R H  . 1 8 9 9 -1 9 0 2  . 2 a. oran ge .
9th . R O M A N  S T A T E S  . 1867 20  c. so iferin o .

10th. C R E T E 1898 20 par. m auve.
n t h . F R E N C H  C O N G O  . 1900 2 c. b ro w n  and ye llow .
12 th. B H O R 1879 £ a. lake.

P R I Z E S .
CLASS I.—No age limit.

First Prize.
M r .  E .  A .  S t o r r s  F o x ,

F e l s t e d  S c h o o l ,

E s s e x .

Second Prize.
M i s s  R .  N e w m a n ,

1 9 4 ,  M i l e  E n d  R o a d ,

L o n d o n ,  E .

Third Prize.
M r .  W .  J .  T w i n n ,

1 2 0 ,  H o e  S t r e e t ,

W a l t h a m s t o w ,  E s s e x .

CLASS II.—Under 17 years.
First Prize.

M r . C .  G .  W a r d ,

4 4 ,  H e a d la n d  P a r k ,

P l y m o u t h .

Second Prize.
M r . R .  M .  S t e w a r t ,

2 1 ,  T h i r l e s t a n e  R o a d ,

E d in b u r g h .

Third Prize.
M r . G .  R .  D r i v e r ,

C h r i s t  C h u r c h ,

O x f o r d .

O th ^ r co m p e titio n s  w ill b e  a n n o u n ce d  in d u e  cou rse , b u t p ro b a b ly  
■ n o t  until th e  su m m er v a ca tion s  are over.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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Colonial Postage Stamps.
R E V IS E D  S E R IE S  FO R  1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s '  l a s t  P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

Used. * Unused.t  Used and U nused.i A ll Guaranteed Genuine. Ale Reprints.

In O r d e r in g  it is o n ly  n e c e s s a r y  to  q u o te  N a m e  o f  C o u n tr y , N u m b e r  o f  S e t , a n d  th e  P rice .

N E W  S O U T H  W ALES. N O R T H  B O R N E O  —continued.
No. of Set. No. 1'n Set. i. H.
3,480* 1854, L a u re a te d , w ith  w m k., id . ,  2d ., and

3 d . . .  . . . 3 •• 8 6
3,483* 18 6 3-83 , in clu d in g  erro r o f  wtnk. 7 •• 6 6
3,483* 18 7 1 -8 5  ,,  v a r io u s perfs. and 5s. . 6 . . 5 6
*.4841 18 7 1 -8 3 ,  id . ,  xd ., 3 d ., 3 d .,  6 d ., 9 d ., and

sod. . . . . 7 . . 10 0
*,485! 1888, xd ., ad ., 4 d ., 6d ., an d  8d. 5 •• 6 0
3,486- ,,  xd ., 2d ., 4 d ., 6 d ., 8 d ., and xs.

3,487*
(p erl, x x x  12 )  . .

„  xd., 2d ., 4 d ., 6 d ., 8 d ., and is . 
(perf. xs) .  . .

6 . . 1 3
6 . 3 0

>,488! 18 9 1-9 2 , in cluding th ree  surcharged 4 3 0
3,49** R e g is te re d , im perf. and  perf. a  . . 10 6
3,4931 U n p aid , i d . ,  id . ,  id . ,  ad -, an d  4d. . $ •• 1 3
• ,494* ,,  id . ,  ad ., 4 d ., a n d  4d.

"  S e rv ic e ,”  18 7 1 -8 3 ,  id . ,  2 d ., 4 d ., 6d ., an d
4 • • 1 0

>,495!
IS. . . . . 5 4 0

* ,498* "  S e rv ic e ,”  18 7 1 - 8 3 ,  xd ., a d .,  4 d ., Cd., 6d .,
and  xs. . . . 6 . . 1 9

»,497* "  S e rv ic e ,”  1888, x d ., a d ., e d .,  6 d ., an d  8d. 5 •• 3 0
3.498* , ,  ,,  id . ,  a d .,  e d ., 6d ., an d  is . 5 •• 0 1 0

N E W  ZE A L A N D .
3,4950*
• ,496o*

18 7 5 -9 7 , i^ . .  id . ,  xd .? xd ., 2 d ., 2 d ., an d  jd .  
, ,  in clu d in g differen t perfs. and  old

7 ■■ 6 0

typ es . 17  . . 2 3
3.497“ !
» ,499t

1882-9 7, in cluding h igh  valu e  
1898, L ondon P rin t, i d . ,  i d . ,  2d ., a id . ,  

a id . ,  3d ., and  4d. . . .

IO . . 3 3
7 •• 3 3

*.49901 1898, London P rin t, 8 d .,9 d .,  i s . ,  3s., and
5s. . . . . . 5 •• 30 0

a ,500* 1898, London P n n t , i d . ,  xd ., a d ., a id .,
3 d ., 4 d ., ed ., 6 d ., 8d ., 9 d ., and xs. . XI . . 10 0

2 ,5 0 11 1898, C olon ial P rin t, a id . ,  3 d .,  sd .,  8d .,
9<j., and  1$ . . . 6 . . 4 9

* .5o>* 1898, C olon ia l P r in t, a i d . ,  3 d .,  sd .,  8d.,
o d ., i s . ,  and  as. . . . 7 •* 6 3

* ,5°3t 19 0 0 -02 , in clu d in g K h a k i and  A p terix SI . . 2 6
» ,5«4*
* .5°5t

, ,  ,,  4d . an d  6d.
P o sta g e  D o e, i d . ,  id . ,  2 d ., 3 d .,  sd .,  6d ., 

8 0 ., io d ., an d  xs. . . .

8 . . I 0

9 •• 5 3
a,$o6f N ew sp a p e r , i d . ,  i d . ,  id . ,  i d . ,  and  ad . 5 •• 1 0
» .5«7* ,,  an d  L ite  In su ran ce 5 0 9
s ,5°8t N iu e , i d . ,  i d . ,  x d ., i d . ,  a n d  a id . S 0 9
* .S09* P en rh yn , i d . ,  i d . ,  i d . ,  i d . ,  an d  a id 5 *. 0 1 0

NIGER C O A S T  P R O T E C T O R A T E .
* ,S « * 18 9 2, i d . ,  id . ,  a d ., a id . ,  a n d  sd . 5 4 9
3 ,5 1* *

18 9 3 , id . ,  xd ., a id . ,  an d  s d !  .
5 0. 5 0

3,5. 3* 4 •• 7 6
* ,5m ! 1894, Sd ., id . ,  ad ., and  sd . 4 • • 3 6
* ,5"5* „  Jd . ,  id . ,  a d ., a id . ,  s d . ,  and  xs. 

18 9 8 -19 0 1, i d . ,  id . ,  ad ., a id .
6 . . 8 0

•,5 16 * 4 . . 1 3

N O R T H  B O R N E O .
>.5>9! i486,  a , 4, and  10  c . . 6 0
* . S3° * 18 8 6 - 8 9 ,1 ,  a , f ,  8 , and  1 0  c .  . 5 * . 3 6
a ,S a it *« t« a , 5 , and  10  c . . 36 02,5** * 18 8 6 -88 , 25  c .,  50 c . ,  $ 1 ,  an d  $ 2 4 . . 4 6
* .5*3* „  95 c ., 50 c .,  $ s ,  $ 2 ,  $ 5 ,  and  $xo  . 6 . . 15 0

N o . o f  S e t .

a ,5a4t 1889-90, £ , 1 ,  2, 3, 4 , 5 , 6, 8, and xo C. 
* .5*5'  '  “
a ,5*6 f 
»*5*7t 
* .5* t  
*i5*9*
* ,S3° t

4, z, 3, $, 6, 8, an d  xo c.
18 9 1-9 3 , P ro vision als 
1894, 1 ,  a , 3, s ,  6, an d  8 c.
1896, 4, 10 , ao, 30, and  40 C. .
11 »» »» n ■

1897, 1 ,  2 , 3, 6, 8, 12 ,  18 ,  18 , 24 c .,  and

a,S3x« 
* ,S3* t  
* .533* 
* .534* 
*.935t

*.5361

24 c.
. * .  3 . 5> 6. 8, z*> >8, and 24 c . 

2899, 4 c. on 5, 6, 8 , i 2 ( 18 ,  and  24 c . 
, ,  4 c .  on 25 and  $0  c . ,  $ 2 ,  $ 5

19 0 0 -19 02 , 2 , 4. 4, io ,  a n d  16  c.
19 0 1, B rit ish  P ro tecto rate , 1 ,  2, 

and  8 c.
19 0 1, B rit ish  P ro tecto rate , t ,  2,

8, 12 ,  18 , and 24 c .

and  24 c.

No. in  Set. 1. d.
9 . . 3 9
7 •• 6
3 •• 4 0
6 . . 2 0
5 •• 5 0
5 2 6

and
10  . . 5 0
9 •• 2 6
6 . . 4 6

$ 1 0 5 •• 4 0
5 * 2

5.  6.
7 2

5,  6,
10  . . 2 9

c. . a  . . 2 6
18.

8 . . 7 6
18 .

. 8 . . 4 9a n d  24 c.
7 he above " u s e d "  sett 0 /  N o rth  Borneo a re  postm arked  

to o rd er, a n d  tig h tly  ca n celled  w ith  b lack b ars.

N O R T H E R N  N IGERIA.
*,54 6 ! 1902, K in g , id . ,  xd ., 2 d ., a id . ,  $d M 6d .,

and  is . , . . . 7 . .  3 0

NOVA 8 C O T IA .
a,S48t 1860-64, *1 *i 8 i, to, and xai c. . 5 . .  22 6
*,549t ,, 1 , 2 ,  and 8 i c. . 3 . .  8 6

P R A N G E  R IV E R  C O L O N Y .
*>S5t t  x868, xd ., 6d ., and is .  . 3 . .  15 0
* ,5S * t , ,  three shades each  o f  xd. an d  6d .,

and  tw o o f t s . .  8 . .  35 0
* ,553* ..  xd ., id . ,  6d ., an d  is .  . . 4 . .  1 3
* ,5S4t 18 83-9 6 , P ro vis io n als , in clu d in g scarce

id .  on 4d. . . • . 7 . .  1 2  0
*>555* 1883-9 6 . P ro vis io n als , in clu d in g  sc arce

3 d . on ad . . .  .  . 7 . .  10  0
*>SS6t 18 78 -19 0 0 , i d . ,  i d . ,  i d . ,  i s . ,  b row n, and

5 s . ,  green  . .  5  . .  20 0
* .557* 18 78 -19 0 0 , id . ,  i d . ,  2 d . ,  4 d ., i s . ,  b ro w n ,"

an d  5 s .,  green  .  . .  . 6 . .  10  0
* .$6 o f B rit ish  O ccupation , “  V . R . I . , "  second

settin g , i d . ,  id . ,  a d .,  and 3 d . .  .  4 . .  1  0
* ,S tfit  B rit ish  O ccupation , “  V . R . I . , ”  second

settin g, id . ,  xd ., a d .,  3 d . ,6 d .r an d  xs. 6 . .  3 0 
* ,5̂ *t B rit ish  O ccupation , second

settin g , i d . ,  i d . ,  a d ., 3d ., 4 d ., 6 d .,
i s . ,  and 5s. . . . 8 . .  10  0

*.56 3* B ritish  OodUpation, " V . R . I . , "  m ixed  set-
tin gs, id . ,  id . ,  i d . ,  an d  3d. . .  4 . .  3 6

*>564! B rit ish O c c u p a tio n ,“ V .R . l . , " t h i c k  *‘ V " ,
id . ,  xd ., 2d ., 6 d ., i s . ,  and  55. .  .  6 . .  27 6

».56s t  B rit ish  O ccupation , "  V . R .  I . , "  th ick  * 'V ” ,
i d . ,  id . ,  ad . .  3  . .  1  9

*»5®6f B rit ish  O ccupation , su rch arged  " O r a n g e
R iv e r  C olon y,”  i d . ,  id . ,  and 2$d , 3 . .  0 6

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 39 1, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W.C.
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G ib b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k ly .
’ 'D R E P A I D  subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 
at the following: rates, post-free:—

G t  Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S .A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 

Spain.
Germany.

3  months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6 „ 3s- 3<k 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

•a 1. 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK  N U M B E R S.
W e  have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3  and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable b y those 
who order promptly.

N o. 1 
,, 2 
»> 3 
»  4 
11 5

6 to current number

price, post-free, 4d . 
all sola out. 
price, post-free, yd. 

i» *r lh
. 1  6d .

3d. each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead o f folded as it would be if posted.
= = = = =  7 / / E

M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .
E d ited  by Major E. B. E V A N S .

Published on the hut day at each month. 
S U B S C R I P T I O N S : 2 /- per A n n u m .

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
•with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
of the current volume.

T HE Monthly Jou rn al is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
ist.—A  series o f  entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers o f  the day on 
all subjects o f  interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list o f all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J u n e  number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  Issues a n d  V a r ie t ie s . Five pages. 
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , by L. Hanciau. 
S t a m p s  o f  S ir m o o r , by Major Evans.
T h e  W id e , W id e  W o r l d , b y  P h ilo logos.
A T r ip  R o u n d  t h e  W o r l d ,  Ji>y L. L. R. 

Hausburg.
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , by Charles J. Phillips. 
L is t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , wanted to 

purchase for the Library o f  the Earl o f 
Crawford. Etc. etc. etc.

N E W  IS S U E S
AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

ALL UHUSEO UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

B E LG IU M .
1905. N ew types. s. H.

10 c., rose . . . . 0 2
20 c,, sage-green . 0 3
25 c., ultramarine . 0 4
35 c., claret . 0 5

B R IT IS H  N E W  GU IN EA.
1905. N ew value.

2s. 6d., black and brown . • • 3 3

CH AM  BA.

1905. Service. K in g 's  Head.
3 pies, slate . . . . 0 2

HONG KONG.
1905. K in g 's Head. M ultiple wmk.

2 c., green . . . . 0 1
4 c., lilac on red . . . . 0 2
5 c., green and orange . . . 0 2

10 c,, lilac and ultramarine on blue . . 0 4
20 c., grey-black and chestnut . . . o $
30 c., green and black. . . . o 10
50 c., green and magenta . . . 1 4
Si, lilac and sage-green . / . . 2 8
$ 2 , sage-black and vermilion . . . 5 3
$to, slate and orange on blue . . . 25 o

S T . LU C IA .

1905. K in g ’s H ead.

6d., lilac and purple 
5s., green and carmine

T R A N S V A A L .
1905. K ing's Head. M ultiple wmk. 

a^d., black and ultramarine . . . 0 4
I S . ,  black and red-brown . . . 1 4

V IC T O R IA .
1903. Perf. 124 x  11 or 11 x 12}. 

id ., green a . . . . 1 0

. o 8

. 6 6

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D .,  391, S TR A N D , L O N D O N
STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198, BROADW AY, NEW  YORK
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T O  O U R  R E A D E R S .

Are you satisfied that we give you good value for your penny 
once a w eek ? If so, we want you to  help us to make our little paper 
much more w idely known.

In five m onths we have run the circulation of “ G. S. W .”  up 
to 8,000 copies a w eek ; but this is not enough, and we want 
YOU PERSONALLY to do what you can to  try  to  sell at least 
one copy o f this week’s  number to som e collecting friend w ho has 
not previously taken our paper.

This paper is costing us over £ 1,400 a year—NET LOSS—and we 
cannot afford that amount unless we get a much greater circulation; 
but on the contrary, if each reader will lend a helping hand and 
find new subscribers and readers, then w e shall be able to enlarge 
the scope of our W eekly and introduce many novel features.

O U R  G R A T I S  S T A M P S .
-------------------- ♦ --------------------

/IIV A N Y  readers will have been disappointed not to have had one of these stamps in the last number of 
I II*? our Weekly, but the fact is that we have had some difficulty with the Authorities at the General 
1’ost Office, and it has been decided:—

1st. That NO postage stamp, either used or unused, can be enclosed in a weekly paper sent out 
of Great Britain by book post rates, but can only be enclosed in the paper if it is forwarded 
by letter rate, which is, of course, too expensive.

2nd. IN Great Britain the Authorities most kindly allow us to give away a USED postage 
stamp, but if we wish to distribute an UNUSED stamp they say we must forward our 
paper at letter rates, sealed up ! !

Now, kind readers, what are we to do? We can only see one way before us, and that is to dis
continue sending any stamps in copies of “ G. S. W.”  sent out of this country, and we ask those 
subscribers abroad who desire to have the gratis stamps to send us a stamped and addressed envelope once 
every six months, on the completion of a volume, and these gratis stamps will then be sent to them 
at letter rates.

GRATIS STAMPS Nos. 13 & 14 .

In the annexed spaces our British readers 
should find panada, 1897-98, 2 cents 
and 3 cents, both used.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, ST R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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C o l o n i a l  P o s t a g e  S t a m p s .
REVISED SER IES FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ’  l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

U s e d *  U n u sed A  U sed  a n d  U n u s e d A  A U  G u a ra n te ed  G en u in e . N o  R e p r in ts .

In O rd erin g  it is only n e cessary  to  quote N am e o f  C ou ntry , N u m b er o f  S e t , and the Price.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
N o. o f Set. N o. in  Set. s. ti.
* , 57* t  1 8 6 0 - 6 9 ,  y e l l o w i s h  p a p e r ,  a d . ,  3 d . , 4 d . * a n d

~  9 < J. .  .  .  ,  4  7  6
* . S 73t  1 8 7 * ,  r ,  a ,  3 ,  4 ,  6 ,  a n d  1 *  c .  .  .  6  . .  6  0

QUEENSLAND.
*•575* 1861-81* old types, including various

papers and wmks. . , n  . .  21 0
*,S7&t 1879-94, |d., id ., id ., id ., ad., aid , 3d.,

6d., and is . . . 9 . .  7  8
>,578! 1894-96, including aid., rose . 7 . .  2 6
i,S79* 1894-96, id ., id ., ad., aid., and $d. . 5 . .  0  9
*,S8ot 1895-99, id ., id ., id ., id ., ad., aid., 3d.*

4d.,and5d. . . . . 10 . .  3  0
•,581* 1896-99, including id. rouletted and perf. 5 . .  I 0 
*,582! ,* ,* three varieties o f  perf.

o f id. . . . . 4 . .  4  $

SEYCHELLES-"*"'""'*
No. o f Set. No. in  Set. t. a.
a , 6 i 9 t  1 8 9 3 - 9 7 ,  a, 3 ,  is . 1 5 ,  1 8 ,  and 3 6  c .  * 6 .. 9  6
a , 6 3 0 !  1 9 0 1 ,  P r o v i s i o n a l s  .*  .  .  3  . .  1 6
1 , 6 3 1 1  1 9 0 a  „  3 0  o n  7 5  c . .  3 0  o n  1  r . ,

45 on 1 r., 45 on a r. 25 c. . . 4 . .  4 6

SIERRA LEONE.
» .«3St 1876-77, id.* id  , l id .,  3d.* 6d., and is. . 6 . .  16 0
3,636* ,, id.* id ., tid.* ad.* 3d., 4d., 6d.,

and is. . 8 .. 12 6
3,637! 1883-94, id.* id ., id  , i id ., ad., aid., 3d.,

4d., 6d., and Jd. ou xjd. . . 10 . .  9  6
3,638* 1883-94, id .,  id., aid.* ad., ad.* aid., 4d.,

and 6d. . 8 . .  4  9
a,639t 1896-97, id ., id.* ild .,  2d., aid., 3d., 4d.,

5<L, and 6d. . . 9 . .  3  0

ST. CHRISTOPHER.
*,S86t 1870-84, id ., id ., id ., a id ., 4d., and 6d. 
1,587! 1837-90, 6d. and is. 
a,588t 1885-86, three rare provisionals 
*,589* 1870-79, id ., 4d., blue, 6d., and6d. 
a,590* 1882-90, id ., id ., and 46.

ST. HELENA.
**S9*t *856-62, imperf., id ., 4d., and 6d. . 
* ,5 9 3 t 1864-74, »d., ad., 4d., 4d., and 5s., rare 

perf*. . . .
*•5 9 4 !  1864-74, J*ter peri's., id  , id ., ad., and is. 
» .» 6 |  *890-97, id ., id ., i id ., ad., a id ., sd ., and 

10a. . .

S T. LUCIA.
**5 9 9 t 1864-84, id ., id .,  a id ., 4d., and 6d.
s,6oot 1883-87, id ., id ., 3d., and 6d.
a,6oiJ 1891- 98, Jd., id ., ad., aid., 3d., and 4d, .

ST. VINCENT.
s,6c6* 1880-91, including three Provisionals . 
*,6o7t 1881-91, id ., |d., id., id , a id .,a id .,an d  

6d. . .
a,6o8t 1892-97, including rare sd. on ed. . 
a,6«9t 1899. id ., id., aid., 3d., 4d.* sd., and 6d. 
a ,6n t 191a, K ing,id ., id  ,a d .,a id .,3d., and 6 i. 
a,6xst *, is., as., and 58. . .

SARAWAK.
s,6ss! 1871, a, 3, 4, 6, 8, and ta c. .
2,612! 1889-92, Provisionals 
a,6tef 1895, a, 4, and 6 c . .
1,614! 1897-98,16, 3a, 50 c., and $t
»,6aat 1899-1900, ao, as, 50 c., and $1

SEYCHELLES.
a,6tst 1850, a, 4* 8,10,13, and 16 c. 
a.6a6* „  2, 4, 8 , and 10 c.
2,697! 1893-96, Provisionals, including 36 on 4 s*.

6 . . 7 6
a . . 47 6
3 •. 16 0
4 •. 6 0
3 •. 1 0

3 - . 60 0

s . . 46 0
4 •. 12 6

7 •. 2 6

5 •. 20 - o
4 •. 6 0
6 . . 1 6

7 •. 5 0

7 ♦. 8 6
6 . . 16 0
7 •. 3 0
6 . . 1 9
3 •. 9 6

6 . . 2 9
4 •. 1 0
3 •. 1 0
4 - . 7 6
4  . . 6 6

6 . . 2 3
4  *. 2 0
4 - . 7 0

SO U TH  AUSTRALIA.
2,6410* 1859-69, ad., ad., 4d.* 6d., 9d., icd.* and 

as. . ■ . . . . 7 •. 27 5
2,6424a* 1868-77, including 3d. on 4., 8d. on 9d , 

and as. . . . 6 . . 7 6
*,643’ 1876-86, id ., ad., 4d., 6d , 9d , is., as. 7 ♦. 3 3
*.644t 2877-93, including two varieties ajd. on

4d. . . 7 •. 5 0
».«4S* 1887-94. including various perfs. and Pro

visionals . . . . la . . 4 0
1,646! 1895, perf. 13, Jd., id ., ad., 3d.;4d , sd., 

and 6d. . . . . 7 •. 2 6
»,«4 7 t
•.641*

1899. Jd , id , ad., and ajd. . 4  •. 0 8
1P95-99, including aid., blue-lilac . 
Official, th in“ O.S , close, id ., ad., 4d., 

6d , is , and as. . . .

11 . . 1 6
S,05O*

6 . . 5 0
*,6SI* Official, ihin “ O .S.,”  close, perf. 15, id., 

ad., 4d.( and 6d. . . . 4 •. 1 9
2,632* Official, thin “ O .S.," close*, perf. 13, Jd., 

id ., id ., ad., 4d., 6d., and is. 7  •. 2 0

STRAITS S E TTLE M EN TS .
s,66ot including first issue and four rare Pro

visionals . . 7 . .  26  0
a,66at 1882-83, including 5 and 10c  , “ C C "  5 . . .  7 6
2,663! 1883-01, 2, 5. 24, 30. and ,32 c. . . 5 . .  3  9
8.664! 1883-07, Provisionals* including 4, in red,

on 5 c.* blue . . . 5 . .  10 €
3,665! 1891-94, lat-r Provisionals . . . 9 . .  4  0
a,666* 18*9-91, including old issues and many

Provisionals . . . . 17 . .  5  3
8,667! 1893-99, », 3, 3, 4, s, 8, 25, and 50 c. 8 . .  3  6
2,6681 1899, tour varieties o f  4 c. Provisionals 4 . .  2  0
* .6 9 *  „  ,, ,, ,, . 4 . .  2 0
2.670* 1892-99, t, 3, 3* 5, 5, 8, 25, and 50 c. . 8 . .  1 2
2,671! 190a, King, t, 3, 4. 5, 8, 10, 25, and 30 c. 8 . .  2 4

JOHO R.
2 /74* 1892-94. 1, 2, 3, and 4 c., and $1 . 5 . .  7  0
2,675! 1896, K errta Jik c la a n , 1, a, 3, 4, 5, and 6

and $t . . . . 7 . - 6 6
2.676! >896, K e k a h k o t a a n , i ,  2, 3, 4. 5, and 6 c. 6 . .  6 0
3,677! 1896-99, 1, a, 3 ,4 ,4 . 5 ,6 ,10,35, and 50 e  10 . .  4  6
2,678! „  1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 dollars . 5 . .  62  6

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y , N EW  IS S U E S
DREPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
* current number, and can be for 3, 6, or xa months

at the following rates, post-free:—
Gt Britain 

and
Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. Sd. 40 c. fc. 3.00 m. 1.70
6 .. 3s* 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

13 "  . 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 
„  a 
*» 3 
»» 4

56 to current number

price, post-free, 4d , 
all sold out. 
price, post-free, 9d .

» »» 1/-,, 6d.
3<f. each.

Io Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S . W . from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

THE
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

A L L  U N U S E D  U N L E S S  O T H E R W IS E  S T A T E D .  

C E Y L O N .
I903- 4- S e r v ic e . K in g 's  H ea d . X. d.

2 c., orange-brown . 7 6
2 c. „ .  u sed 4 0
3 c., green. . ,, 4 0
5 c., lilac . . , 5 0
5 °* »> . u sed 0 9

15 c., blue . • it 4 0
25 c., bistre. . 20 0
25 c. , . u s ed  2 0 0
30 c., violet and green IO 0
30 C. 11 ,, • . t t s e i 5 0
Set of six values, u n u sed 60 0

INDIA.
1905. S e r v ic e . K in g 's  H ea d .

1 rupee, carmine and green . . u se d  o 6

NORWAY.
i 9°5- P r o v is io n a ls . T y p e  5, su rch a rg ed .

1 krona on 2 skill., orange . . 1 9
1 kr. 50 ore-on 2 skill., orange . . . 2 6
2 kr. on 2 skill., orange . . . 3 0

PANAMA REPUBLIC.
1905* N e w  ty p e , u n su rch a rg ed .

1 c., green . . . . . 0 1
2 c., carmine . . . . 0 2

Published on tho loot day of ooeti month.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /-  per Annum.

A U  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id ,  a n d  co m m e n c e  
w ith  th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o  s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w i l l  r e c e iv e  th e  b a ck  n u m b e r s  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

T HE M o n th ly  J o u r n a l  is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st.—A series of entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers o f  the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J une  number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  I s s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . Five pages. 
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s , by L. Hanciau. 
S t a m p s  o f  S ir m o o r , by Major Evans.
T h e  W id e , W id e  W o r l d , b y  P hilo logos.
A  T r i p  R o u n d  t h e  W o r l d , b y  L . L .  R .  

H a u sb u rg .
N O TES a n d  N e w s , by Charles J. Phillips. 
L i s t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , wanted to 

purchase for the Library of the Earl of 
Crawford. Etc. etc. etc.

PARAGUAY.
1903.

r c ., grey .
2 c., blue-green 
5 c., blue .

10 c., brown 
20 c,, rose-red 
30 c., deep blue 
60 c., mauve

1903-5-
1 c., apple-green
2 c., orange 
5 c., blue .

io c .,  mauve
1904.

5 c., blue .

T y fe  35.
. . . O I
. . . o 1
. . . o 1
. . . O 2

. o 3
.  .  .  0  4
. . . 0 S

Type 367
. . . 0 i
. . . 0 1
. . . 0 2
. . . 0  2

N ew  ty p e .

, . . 0 2

SOUTH AU STRALIA. 
I902-5- Type 25.

1 os., green (No. 302) . . . u sed
3d., olive-green (No. 307) . .
6d., blue-green (No. 313) , . ,,
gd., lake (No. 314) . . . „

6
0
0
0

o
4
8
9

1900-3.
id., rosine (No. 653) . 
244, deep blue (No. 655) 
is., red-brown (No. 662)

O ffic ia l.

. i [ o  
. used 1 0 

. 10;:0

STAN LEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N E W  Y O R K
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C atalogue, P a rt  11 ., Fo reign  C ountries, 1 9 0 5 -6

N O W  R E A D Y .
P r ic e  2 s . 9 d ., p o s t -fre e .

T h e  chief alterations in the text of Part II. of our 1905-6 Catalogue are as follows:—

C O L O M B I A .
The subheadings were formerly given in alphabetical order, but have now been 

reclassed, so that groups come under the name of the parent State. For instance, Medellin 
will be found under Antioquia, of which it forms a part; and in like manner we have put 
Cucuia under Santander; but a reference to the index will enable any place to be found in 
a moment.

The 1886-7 issues of Tolima have been rearranged, following the article by Mr.
T. W. Hall in the Monthly Journal of May, 1905, and some varieties have had to be 
omitted which are now believed to be fraudulent.

I E C U A D O R .
In 1902 there was a great fire at Guayaquil, and to prevent the use of any stamps that 

were then stolen, the authorities ordered various designs to be overprinted on the stocks in 
hand in the different provinces. As we have now been able to get together a good stock of 
these stamps, we are able to catalogue and price them according to their relative rarity.

F R E N C H  C O L O N I E S
have received special attention. Many large purchases have been made to fill up the stock 
of the numerous recent issues, and the Catalogue will be found to represent actual market 
value at the time of going to press.

P E R U
has been considerably revised, and the lists extended by the inclusion of the four chief 
types of the triangles, and many errors that we now have in stock.

P H I L I P P I N E  I S L E S
have been revised and corrected by the latest published information.

S I C I L Y
has been carefully revised and grouped after the information gathered from Dr. Diena’s
handbook. *  *•

The illustrations—as in Part I.—are now of the exact size of the stamps, and as far as 
we have had tiijie. we have noted under each illustration the name of the ruler or cele
brated person depicted thereon, or the public buildings or events that are illustrated.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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IP

C o l o n i a l  P o s t a g e  S t a m p s .
REVISED SER IES FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t u b  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  l a s t  T r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

U s e d .' U nused, t  U sed a n d  U nused.%  A ll  G u a ra n teed  G en u in e. N o R ep rin ts .

In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Name of Country, Number of Set, and the Price.

STRAITS SETTLEM EN TS  — con tin ued .

NEGRI SEMBILAN.
No. o f Set. No. in  Set. s. <i.

a,68o! 1891-92, x, 9, 2, and 5 c. . . . 4 .. 1 0
1896-99, s, 3, s, 8, and 10 c . .  . . 5 .
1899, Provisionals, including rare varieties 4 .

a,68it
a,68at

PAHANG.
a,684! 1890-94, t, s, a, 5, and 10 c. . . . 5 .
3,685! 1895-98, 3, 4, 4, 5, 10, 25, and 50 c. . . 7 .

PERAK.
a,687! i88o-8a, including various types o f sur*

charges . . 7
a,688t 1880-82, later varieties . 6 .
4,689! 1891-95, 1, a, 3, 5 c., 3 on 5, z on a, and 2

on 24 c. . . . . 7
a,69if 1895-99, *» a* 3 i 4i 5. 8, and 10 c. . 7 .
•,693! ,, 25, *50, and 50 c. . . . 3
*.693* „  1, a, 3, 5. 8, to, and 50 c. . . 7 ,
3,694! 1890, Provisionals, including rare varieties 7 .
>•695! Service, 2, 4, 6, and 8 c. . . 4

1 8 
2 6

4 6
5 0

6 6
8ELANQOR.

*>697! 1881-82, including old surcharges . . 6
3,698! • 1891-98, x, 2, 5, 5, 5, 8, and 10 c. . . 7

„  50 c , $x, $2, and $3 . . 4
3,700* Various issues, including Provisionals . to 
3,701! 1890, Provisional issues, including rare

x c. on 5 c. . . . . 3

8UNQEI UJONG.
3,703! 1881-83, °ld Provisionals . . 8
*,7®4 t 1891-94, x, a, a, 3, and 5 c . .  . . 5

FEDERATED MALAY 6TATE8.
*.7®7 t 1900-1, i , 3, 4, 5, 8, 10, 20, and 50 c. . 8

SUDAN.
a,710a* 1897, a, 5, and 10 piastres . 3 . .

1898, x, a, 3, 5 mils., and x piastre . . 5 ..
3,7x1! „  a, 5, and 10 piastres . 3 . .
3,7x4! Unpaid, 1897, a and 4 mils., a ad 1 piastre 3 .. 
3,7x4a* „  „  2aod4mils., landapiastres 4 . .

TASMANIA.
*•719! 1870-91, §d., id ., ad., 3d., 9d., and xod. . 6 . .
3,7*0! 1889-91, Provisionals . . 3 ..
*»7*t* 1878-91, Jd., id ., id.» ad., 4d.,aod 4d. . 6 ..
*>7**l 1892-99, id ., aid., 4d., $d., 6d., and xod. 6 . .
*»7*3* 1892-1900, id ., id ., ad., and ajd. . . 4 ..
3,735* Postal Fiscals, id., 3d., 6d., aod is. . 4 ..
»»7*6 t 1902, *'V and Crown," id. and ad. . . a ..

4  6 
. I 9  

32  6 
2 0

3 0

3  0

„ TOBAGO.
No. o f Set. f

3,738! 1880-84, id., *id-» and is.
3,739! 1885-94, id ., id., 4<1., 6d., and is. • 
a,73of 1883-92, Provisionals . .

TONGA.
a.73a! 1887-92, id., id., ad., 6d., and 6*1. . 
2,734! 1892, id., 2d., 4d., 8d., and is.
2,735! 1892-94, Provisional, including scarce
2.736! 1895, id., iid ., aid., and 7M,, all on 2d, 

blue . . . . .
3,737! 1895, id. on aid., 2id., sd., and 7^d. 
2,741! Service, 1893, surcharged, in  b la ck , id . 

aid., sd., 7id., and xod.

TRANSVAAL.
2,744! 1878-79, id ., id., 3d., and 6d.
3.746! 1882-83, *d. on 4<*., id ., 3d., and 3d 
3747* 1883, id ., 3d., and is.
3,748! 1885, including three Provisionals
3,749* ,, id ., id ., ad., 6d.. and is.
2.730! 1887-90, Including four Provisionals
3.751* i, id ., id., ad., ajd., 4d., 6 d., and is
3.753* „  2/6, 5s., 10s., and
2,753! 1894-95, Shafts, id ., id ., ad., and 6d.
3,754* ,, ,, id ., id ., aod 2d.
3,755! >695, Pole, id ., id. 2d., 4d., and 6d. 
3,756* „  „  id ., id ., 2d., 3d., 6d., is., 5s.

and 10?.
3,757! 1896-97, including Provisionals and Com 

memoration
3,758* 1896-97, id ., id ., id ., id ., ad., aid., 3d. 

4d., 6d., is., and 2/6
*»759t 1900, “ V .R .I.," id ., id ., ad., aid ., 3d.

41)., and 6d. .
3,760! 1900, “  V .R .I.,”  is ., 2/6, 5s., and 10s. 
3,76a! 1901, “  EJR.l.," |d., id . on ad., id. 
3,763! 1902, King's Head, id ., >d., ad., 2id., 6d. 

and is. . .
8WAZIELAND.

3,767! 2/6 and 5s.

TRINIDAD.
3,770! 1864-8*, including surcharged and a CC
3,77a! 1883-84, id ., id. 2id., 4d., 6d., and is.
3,773* »» Id., id ., 2 jd ., 4d., and is. .
3,774! 1896-98, id .,xd .,2d .,2 id .,4d .,6d .,and  is 
*,776! Unpaid, id ., id., and 2d.
3>777* ,1 id ., ad., and sd.

TURKS ISLANDS.
3,780! 1881, id ., 4d., 6d., and 1$. .
3,781! 1882-89, Jd., id ., id ., >d., aid., 6d., ant 

is. . .
3,781! 1889-94, id ., id ., 2id ., 4d., and sd.

i«  Set. s. tL

3 •• 7 0 
5 . 3 3  
5 - 8 0

. 3 

. 21 

. 7

. 50 

. 8

. 25 0

. 21 

. 12 

. 2 

. 4 

. 1 

. 6 

. 1 

. 15 

. 5 

. 0 

. 6

8 .. 12 6 

7 . 2 6  

it  .. 6 6

2 6 
. 32 6 

0 8

2 6

24 0

. 10

. 65  0

7 6 
3 3
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y , N EW  IS S U E S
T >R E P A ID  subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or ta months 
at the following rates, post-free

G b  Britain 
and

Colooies.

U .S .A .
and

Fran ce, 
Italy , or 
Spain .

| G erm any.

1
3  m onths is . 8d. 40 c . fc. 2.00 1 m. 1.70

«  . . 3s* 3<L 80 c . * fc. 4.OOi m. 3.25

■ a „ 6s. 6d. $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8.00 | m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS,
W e  have g o t back a  few  returns from  A gen ts, and 

are n o w  able to  quote prices fo r som e o f  the scarce 
early  num bers, but on ly a  few  copies o f  Nos. 3  and 4 
are in hand, and they will b e  o n ly  obtainable b y  those 
who o rd er prom ptly.

N o . 1  
,» a 
M 3  
»» 4

5
6 to curreot num ber

price, post-free, 4d. 
all sold o u t  
price, post-free, 9d. 

. .  .» */-
h

3<f.each.

In  G rea t Britain  it w ill b e  cheaper fo r  o u r readers 
to o rd er G . S . W . from  their nearest N ew sagent o r  
Stationer, or from  the R a ilw ay  Bookstall. T h is  w ill 
save postage, an d the paper w ill be delivered  fiat, in
stead o f  folded as It w ould b e  i f  posted.

THE
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .
P u td ia h e d  a n  th a  la s t  d a y  a t  a a a h  m o n th .

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /-  per Annum

A ll  S u b sc rip tio n s  m u st be p r e p a id , a n d  com m ence 
w ith  th e f i r s t  n u m b er o f  a  vo lu m e. C o llecto rs  
w h o  su b scrib e  n o w  w i ll  re c e iv e  th e  back  n u m b ers  
o f  th e  cu rre n t vo lu m e

T HE M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
ist.—A series of entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors. 

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J une number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . Five pages. 
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s , by L. Hanciau. 
S t a m p s  o f  S i r m o o r , by Major Evans.
T h e  W i d e , W i d e  W o r l d , b y  Philologos.
A T r ip  R o u n d  t h e  W o r l d , b y  L. L. R . 

H a u sb u rg .
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , by Charles J . Phillips. 
L i s t  o p  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s ,  wanted to 

purchase for the Library of the Earl of 
Crawford. Etc. etc. etc. ,

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS,
A L L  U H U S E O  U N L E S S  O T H E R W IS E  S T A T E D .

I9°S C H I L I .
Cat.
Nos. 1867. T ype 9. s. d
*7 1 c ., orange . . 0
30 S c., pale red • . I •>
3* 5 c., deep red 1

1881-92. T ype 12 .
47 i o c . ,  yellow . . 2 0
Si 25 c., red-browo . . 1 •>

1880. T y p e  F l.
xor i  c., red . . . . . O 1
102 2 c., brown . •. 0 ;
103 5 c., blue . . . . . . 0 »

C O R R IE N T E S .
18 7 1. T ype 2 . V alu e erased . 

6 (2 c .) dark blue
C O S T A  R IC A .

V ario u s issu es. N ew  p rie e s .
12 5 c. on | r., blue .
13 10 c. on 2 r., red 
ax io c ., orange

103 5 c., browo-red
104 zo c., blue
105 1 c., dull carmine .
107 s c., brown-red
214 5 c., purple
316 1 c., green . . •
318 5 e., purple .
319 ioc.,ora n ge
350 a c., carmine 
35c 10 c., orange 
360 1 c., sepia
362 s c., orange
363 zoc ., lake

C U R A C A O .
IS  N ov., 1895. P ro v is io n a l.

2 ! c. on xo c., ultramarine . . . 2 ■>
G U A D E L O U P E .

1905. N e w  P ic tu re  types. L a rg e  oblottg
1  c . ,  b l a c k  o n  a z u r e  .  .  .  o
2  c . ,  m a r o n e  o n  y e l l o w  . .  .  o
4  c . ,  b r o w n  o n  a z n r e  .  .  .  .  o
5  C .,  g r e e n  .  .  .  .  o

i o c . ,  c a r m i n e  .  .  .  .  o
1 5  c . ,  v i o l e t  .  .  .  .  .  o
2 0  c . ,  r e d  o n  g r e e n  ,  .  .  .  o
2 5  C .,  u l t r a m a r i n e  .  !  . .  .  o
3 0  c . ,  b l a c k  .  .  .  .  .  .  o
4 0  c . ,  r e d  o n  y e l l o w  .  .  .  .  o
5 0 c . ,  g r e e n  o n  y e l l o w  , .  .  o
7 5  c . ,  c l a r e t  o n  a z u r e  .  > .  .  .  ,

1  f r . ,  b l a c k  o n  g r e e n  .  .  .  1
2  f r . ,  v e r m i l i o n  o n  o r a n g e  .  . .  7
5 fr., indigo on orange . . <
1  c .  t o  5 0  c . ,  s e t  o f  e l e v e n  v a l u e s  .  .  .  .  j

R U S S I A .
1908-4. P e r f. 134.

7 roubles, yellow and black . . . u s e d  c
SW ITZERLAND.

1882-99. P e rf. It J  X 11.
3 fr., bistre-brown (No. 163a) . . . 4
x fr., carmine (N o. 173) . . . i
* fr- i, „  . . u se d  o

1902. P e r J. 1 1 J  x 12.
1 fr., carmine (N o. 173^) . . . ,
* fr- • »» ,* • . . . u se d  o

1904. _ R ed ra w n  type. P e r f. 1 j It.
40 c0 pearl-grey . . . ^  . o

6
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C atalogue, P a rt  II., Fo reign  Countries, 1 9 0 5 - 6

N O W  R E A D Y .
P r ice  2 s . 9 d ., p o s t-fre e .

T he chief alterations in the text of Part II. of our 1905-6 Catalogue are as follows:—

C O L O M B I A .
The subheadings were formerly given in alphabetical order, but have now been 

reclassed, so that groups come under the name of the parent State. For instance, Midellin 
will be found under Antioquia, of which it forms a part; and in like manner we have put 
Cucuta under Santander; but a reference to the index will enable any place to be found in 
a moment.

The 1886-7 issues of Tolima have been rearranged, following the article by Mr.
T. XV. Hall in the Monthly Journal of May, 1905, and some varieties have had to be 
omitted which are now believed to be fraudulent.

E C U A D O R .
In 1902 there was a great fire at Guayaquil, and to prevent the use of any stamps that 

were then stolen, the authorities ordered various designs to be overprinted on the stocks in 
hand in the different provinces. As we have now been able to get together a good stock of 
these stamps, we are able to catalogue and price them according to their relative rarity.

F R E N C H  C O L O N I E S
have received special attention. Many large purchases have been made to fill up the stock 
of the numerous recent issues, and the Catalogue will be found to represent actual market 
value at the time of going to press.

P E R U
has been considerably revised, and the lists extended by the inclusion of the four chief 
types of the triangles, and many errors that we now have in stock.

P H I L I P P I N E  I S L E S
have been revised and corrected by the latest published information.

S I C I L Y
has been carefully revised and grouped after the information gathered from Dr. Diena’s
handbook. * ** t •

The illustrajions-^as in Part I.—ard now of the exact size of the stamps, and as far as 
we have had time, we have noted under each illustratiorf the name of the ruler or cele
brated person depicted thereon, or the public buildings or events that are illustrated.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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C o l o n i a l  P o s t a g e  S t a m p s .
R E V ISE D  S E R IE S  FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ’  l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

U s e d .' U n u sed .t  U sed  a n d  U n u sed .%  A l l  G u a ra n teed  G en u in e . N o  R e p r in ts .

In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Name of Country, N u m b er of Set, and the Price.

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
No. 0/ Set. No.
*•7^31 1900, <̂1., id., 2d., 2}d., 4d., and 6d. 
*>784! ,, is., as., and 3s. . . .

UGANDA.
*,789! 1902, Provisionals, £ and aj a.

VICTORIA.
2,790* 1850, id., ad., 3d. .
a,79a* *857—61, including scarce “  Emblems”
a,793* 1863-64, ,, errors o f wink.
1,794* 1867-82, rd., ad., ad., 4d., 8d., gd., and tod. 
*>795* 1865-85, including old is. and as.
*>798! 1673-85, id., zd., id., 2d., ad , and 4d. .
*•7971 1866-97, id ., id ., id., id ., id., zid., 2d., 

ad., 6d., and gd.
*,798! 1886-97, ^d,, green, is., 1/6, and as. 
a,799* ,, including 5d., 9d., and is. .
a,Soot 1898-1901, id ., id., id ., id ., tid ., 2d., 2id. 
a,8oxt 1901, id ., lid ., ad., 3d., 4d., €d., and gd. 
a,Seat ,, is., as., and 5s. . . .
*,804! Postage Due, including three issues

VIRGIN ISLES*
a,8iot 1866-68, ad., 6d., and is. .
a ,8nt 1883-69, JJ., id ., a|d., 4d., 6d.( and is. . 
a,8iat 1899, i<t.f id., aid., 4d., 6d., and ?d.

n Set. a. No, of Set. No. in  Set. s.
6 .. 1 9 a,8ao! 1864-89, including no wmV. and Provisionals 8 .. 16 0
3 •• 7 6 3 ,8*1* 1864-65, id ., id ., ad., 4d., and is. . 5 - 6 6

a,8aa* 1872-90, including 3d. aud 6d. 7 • • 2 0
Q g * , 8 1 3 ! *385*93, id ., id ., ad., aid., 4d., sd., 6J.,2 .. and is. . . . . 6 . . 4 0

8,814* 1885-93, 4^-’ id*, 2d., 2}d., 4d., 5d., 6d..
121 9 and is. . . . 8 . . 0

3 • 
6  . . 21 0 a . S i s t 1893-1901, including two Provisional* 5 •* 3 0

7 • • 10 0 8 ,8*61 Fiscal Postals, Telegraph, etc. 7 ... 1 3
7 •• 10 0

16 .. 
6

6
7

6
g ZANZIBAR.

1899 (Feb.), j ,  1, 2, 2), 3, 4, .J , and 5
10 v 4 9 annas . . . . . 8 . . 6
4 •• 12 0 1899 (Sept ) ,  i , 1, a, 2i, 3, 4, 4i, 5. and 7 i

12 .. 3 0 annas . . . . 9  •• 3 6
7 ••  
7 ••

1
2

10
1

3
10A

».®3St 1898 (May). J, , ,  a, 2), 3, 4, 4), y j, and 
8 annas . . . 10 .. 5 0

3 •- u
0 • 836* 1*98 (May), } ,  1, a, 2), 3, 4, 4}, 5, 7}, and

8 annas . . . 10 ■. 4 0

7 ♦♦ 35 0 ZULU LAND.
96 . . 2 2 6 *.#37» 1888-92, id ., id ., ad., aid., 3d., and 4d. . 6 6

6 . . 2 4 *.8381 ,, sd., 6d., 9d., and is. 4 .. 50 0

SETS OF
Foreign Countries’ P o stage  Stam p s.

N e. 0/  Set.
1,000) 1S94, ) ,  i.

ABYSSINIA.
i, a, 4, 6, and i6guerche

No. in  Set. *.
. 7 !

AFGHANISTAN.
i,oto* 1870-71, shahi and sunar, dated 1288 5 . 30
1,o u t  1873-74, including rare sunar, purple 3 .. 40
«,oia* 1675-76, shahi and sunar. in different colours 6 ..  27
1,013! ,, shabi, sunar, abassi, ia n d  z rupee 5 .. 60
1,014* 1876-77. the small circular, dated 1294 4 ..  14
1,015* 1878 (April), ,, ,, „  1395 • 5 . 10
1,016! „  „  „  „  „  „  . 7 .. 25
1,017! ,, (June), the “ skeleton” type . 4 .. 8
1,018! 1880-86, various papers and values . 6 . . 2 5
i,oeot 1884-90 „  mostly coloured . 6 25

ARGENTINE REPUPLIO.
1,0*5! 1858, 5 small, 5 large, to, and 15 . 4
i,o«6* 1864-73, 5, 5, 4, 60, and 90 c. 5
1,0*7! ,, 1,4, 5, 10, and 15 c. . 5
x.oaS! 1877, roul., 8, t6, ao, and 34 c 4
».o»9* ......................................  - 4

2
2
6
6
1

*L
6

00
$
0
0
0
0
6
0
0

0
3
0
6
8

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC-"*'"'**'
No. o f S ft. N o. iH Set.
1,030! 1877-84, including three scarce Provisionals 8 ..  
1,031* .1877-90 „  20, 34, 25, 30, and 50 c.
1.03a! 1888-90, i , 2, 15, ao, and 30 c.

,, J, i, 1, i, 3, 3. 6, and 12 e.
„  including 40 and 50 c. 

i8g;-gi ,, blackandredsurcharged

1,033!
*»°34*
1,035!
*.036*
1.038*
1.039*
1,040!
1,04s!

1,04a*
1,043*

*.©4 4 *
*.®4St■>046!
«.®47 t

i : :

1892, i, i, a, 3, 5, 10, ta, 16, 24. and 50 c. 10 ..
,, 1 p., red ; 1 p., lake ; a and 5 pesos 4 .. 

1896, large wmk., i , 1, a, 5,10, ta. and 16c. 7 .. 
„  i> 24, 30, 80 c., 1.ao peso,

and Columbus 5 c. . . . 5 ..
1856, largewmk., 1, 2,3, 5, xo, 1a, and 30 c. 7 .. 

„  1, 50 c., 80 c., z p., and
Columbus a c. and 5 c . .  s ■

1899, i ,  1, 9, s, to, and xa c. . . 6 .
„  16, ao, 30, and 50 c., and 1 peso 5 .. 

Official, i ,  1, a, 4, and 8 c. . . 5 . .
„  1903,1, a, 5, 10, 30, and 50 c. . 6>*.

t. 4.
3 3
3 0
4 6 
1 9 
1 3 
1 0 
0 6
1 3
5 0
2 3

9 6 
0 8
2 3 
1 0 
5  0
3 0 
2 C

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 39,, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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O ne P en n y .Vol. II. No. 6.
Whole No. 31.

Gibbons 
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y .

DREPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
* current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 

at the following rates, post-free :—

G t Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6  „ 3s* 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

«  II 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 . . price, post-free, 4d .  
.  . all sold out.1. *

»» 3 • . . price, post-free, 9d .

11 4 • * i» »i >/-
n 5 - - .. „  * L
„  6 to current number ,, „  3 d . each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G .  S .  W .  from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by M ajor E . B . E V A N S .

P u U l i b o d  o n  I h i  l u t  d i y  i t  m l )  m o n th . 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: a/- per Annum.
A l l  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id , a n d  c o m m en ce  

•with th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o  s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w il l  r e c e i v e  th e  b a ck  n u m b e r s  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

T H E  M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l is chiefiy intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st.—A aeries o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list of ail New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J u n e  n u m b e r  contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . Five pages. 
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s , b y  L. Hanciau. 
S t a m p s  o f  S i r m o o r , by Major Evans.
T h e  W i d e , W i d e  W o r l d , b y  Philologos.
A  T r ip  R o u n d  t h e  W o r l d , b y  L. L. R . 

H a u s b u rg .
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , b y  Charles J. P h illip s . 
L i s t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , w a n te d  to  

purchase for the L ibrary o f the E arl o f  
Crawford. Etc. etc. etc.

N E W
AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

A L L  U R U S E D  U H L E S S  O T H E R W IS E  S T A T E D .

3d.1 
4d. 
8d.

id.,

id.,
2d.
3d.
4d.
8d.

A U S T R A L IA N  C O M M O N W E A L T H . 
190*. T y p e  1. P e r / ,  i t j ,  12.

emerald-green . .
»» . . . .
I* . . . .

190*. Tyfre  1. P e r / .  n $ , 13 com p , w it h  11. 
emerald-green . . . . .

1902-4. T y p e  a. P e r /  u| , x i  com p, w it h  u .  
emerald-green . . u se d

T y p e  2. P e r / i s .X90S-4.
3d., emerald-green
4d. „  . . . .  „
6d. „  . . . . I,

B R IT IS H  S O U T H  A F R IC A  C O M P A N Y  
1905. V ie w  0 /  V ic t o r ia  F a l l s .  L a r g e  oblong. 

id ., carmine .
2)d ., ultramarine 
5d., claret 
xs., green 
as. 6d., black .
5s., purple

s. d. 
1 o
1 6 
3 o

2 6

3 3 
6 3

3 c.,brow n 
S c .,  blue

C H IL I.
N e w  type. H e a d  0 /  C o lu m b u s.

D A N IS H  W E S T  IN D IE S . 
1905. U n p a  d  L e t t e r  S t a m p s .

S bit, grey and vermilion
20 •» »» •• . . .
30 *• »  „  . . .
5°  n »  1, • .

D E N M A R K .
1905. N t w  type.

4 Ore, ultramarine . . . .
F A L K L A N D  IS L A N D S .

<905. K in g 's  H e a d . M u lt ip le  w m k .
id ., green 
xd., vermilion . 
ad., mauve 
a|d., ultramarine 
6a., orange 
xs., bistre-brown

J A M A IC A .
1905. Q u ee n 's  H e a d . M u lt ip le  w m k .  

3d., sage-green . . . . .
N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S . 

1890-92. P o s ta g e  D u e .
4d.. green (No. 556) . u se d 0 8
6d- ,1 ( „ 562) „  - * n 0
8d. „  ( „ 563) ' >1 1 3

1871-88. O ffic ia l.
id ., red (N o. 608) . u se d 0
ad., blue ( „ 609) • »» 3
is ., black ( ,, 625) • >1 a 0
id ., red ( „ 626) 6
ad., blue (  ,, 628) a 6
8d., yellow ( ,, 634) . — • it 10 0
6d.t violet ( „ 637) 4 0
4d., brown ( „ 643*) 6 0
6d., Hlac ( ,, 646) • 11 3 0
4d., brown ( ,, 653) *• i» 0
id ., red ( ,, 670) 0
6d., rose ( ,, 691) • n 2 6

ZANZIBAR.
1904. P r o v is io n a ls .

1 on 4} a., orange; t on 4} a., blue-black; 9 on 
myrtle-green; a } on 74 a., mauve; on 
grey-green. Set of five .  ,

48 a.,
30 ©

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391, STR AN D , LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N E W  Y O R K
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1 9 0 5 - 6

R c u )  S t a m p  C a t a l o g u e .
!P O C K E T  S I Z E , in TWo Volumes. N ew  Edition.

V O L. I. contains all

Postage Stamps of Great Britain and tbe British Colonies.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e .  2/9.

V O L. II. contains the

Postage Stamps of tbe Rest of the World.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

Note.—T he collector will find in this Catalogue a mass o f useful information given by no other Catalogue known to us. 
We divide and price separately all minor varieties o f  perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 
tbe value o f  rare varieties he may possess, and which are not given in any other catalogue.

In issuing the New Edition o f our Priced Catalogue, we wish to draw attention to the chief alterations made therein.
After a trial for some years o f  smalt illustrations, we have come to the conclusion that they are not suitable for the 

le a d in g  S t a m p  C a ta lo g u e , chiefly from the fact that when they have been used in printing two or three large editions o f 
this work all the fine lines wear out, with the result that, in many cases, the young collector has had great difficulty in identi
fying varieties. W e therefore decided to go to the great expense of inserting new and exact-sized illustrations throughout our 
Catalogue. The cost has been close upon jC&o o , and we leave our readers to judge whether the result is not greatly superior to 
any that has hitherto been attained by simitar trade lists. A  comparison o f  this oew edition with any other catalogue will, we 
venture to think, conclusively prove that for general get-up and for beauty and dearness it far excels any previously published.

We are rather sorry to say that in order to place the Urge illustrations lit double column it has been necessary to enlarge the 
Catalogues by about an inch, both in width and length.

In this edition also a more expensive paper is used, which being thinner than that in former use, is better adapted for bringing 
out the type and illustrations more dearly.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Ltd.
HEAD OFFICE and Address for all Correspondence^

391 , S T R A N D  (Opposite Hotel Cecil), LONDON, W .C .
C I T Y  B R A N C H : — 97, Gracechurch Street, London, W.C.

G R A T IS STAM PS, Nos. 15 6  16.

R
EA D E R S in Great Britain should receive with this number the two stamps described 

below.

Subscribers residing out of Great Britain can have the gratis stamps sent to them once 
in six months on receipt of an addressed envelope and postage.

(T h is course has to be adopted in order to comply w ith the rules o f the British Post Office.)

In  the annexed spaces our British  readers

should  find a C A P E  O F  G O O D  H O P E  Id.,
1

and IN D IA   ̂ a.; blue, both used.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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Foreign Countries’ P o sta g e  Stam p s.
R EV ISED  S E R IE S  FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  in  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ’  l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

U sed ,*  U n u sed  A  U sed  a n d  U n u sed . * A l l  G u a ra n te ed  G en u in e , N o  R ep r in ts .

In O rd erin g  it is only n ecessary  to q u ote  Nam e o f  C ou ntry , N u m b er o f  S e t , and th e Price.

AUSTRIA.
No. 0/ Set. No. t»  Set. s. a.
x,o6o* 1850, thin paper, i ,  a, 3, 6, and 9 kr. . 5 . .  1 0
x,o6x* „  thick ,, a. 3, 6, and 9 kr. . 4 . .  0 6
1,06s* 1858, 5, 10, and 15 kr. . . 3 . .  0 6
1.063* 1861, 2, 3. 5, 10, and 15 kr. . . . 5 ..  0 8
1,064* 1863-65, including small and large perf. . 8 . .  1 0
1,065* i867 >» isa n d a 5 k r. . 7 . .  0 6
x,o66* 1883, a, 3. s, 10, and so kr. . 5 . .  0  3
l,o?7* 1890-91, large perf., x, a, 3, 5, xo, xa, 15,

ao, 2 \ , and 50 kr. . . . xo .. 0 10
x,o68f 1890-9:, mixed perf., a, 3, 3, 5, 5, 10, and

15 kr. . 7 . . 1 6
1,069! 1890-91, small perf., x, a, 3, 5, xo, xa, is,

ao, 84, 30, and 50 kr. . . . 11 ..  6 0
1,070* 1890-91, mixed perf., including 15, 20, and

30 kr. . . . . 1 x .. 0 10
1,071* 1890-96, including x and a gulden in bo h

colours . . . . 7 . .  2 0
1,070! 1896, t, a, 3, 5, 6, xo, and ao heller . . 7 .. 0 8
1,073! 1 >. as, 30, 42, 50, and 60 heller^ . 5 ..  2 3
1,074! Newspaper Stamps, 1863-80, including

perf. . . 5 . .  0 10
1,075! Newspaper Stamps, 1900, a, 6, xo, and ao

holier . . . 4 . .  0 $
>•077! Unpaid, 1894, x, a, 3, 5, 6, and xo kr. 6 . .  1 3
x,080! ,, 1900, imperf., x, a, 3, 4, and 5

heller . . . . 5 . .  0 9
1,081! Unpaid, 1900, imperf., 10,• xa, 15, ao, and

40 heller • . . . 5 . .  1 9

AUSTRIAN ITALY.
1,090* 1850, thin paper, 5, 15, 30, and 45c  . 4 . .  2 0
1,09a* 1858-61, 5, 5,10,10, and »s soldi . . 5 . .  1 0
1,093! 1863-64, a, 3, 5, to, and 15 soldi . . 5 . .  2 6
1,094* „  5,5, iq, and 15 soldi. 4 . .  0 6

AU8TRIAN LEVANT.
t ,ioo i 1867. a, 3, s, and 10soldi . 4 ..  0 8
i .t o t !  1888-90, 8, io, and 10 para, a and 5 piastres 5 . .  2 6
i,ios*  „  including a piastres . . 5 ..  0 6
t,t03t 1890-97, xo, io, 29, and ao para, 1 p., aod

1 piastre . . . . 6 . .  1 3
M * 4 t 1900, a, 5,10, and ao piastres . . 4  7 6
i ,t o s !  :90a, Unpaid, 10 and 20 para, 1, a, and

5 piastres . . * 5 ... 2 0
HUNGARY.

s,xto! 1871, Engraved, a, 3, and 5 kr. . . 3 . .  3 0
i , m *  „  25 Litho.; 5, to, 15, and 25 kr.,

Engraved . . . 5 . .  2  6
s,ixat 1874-76, no »  mk., a, 3, and 5 kr. . . 3 . .  6 0
*,1x3* „  ,, a, 3, s, 10, and ao kr. . 5 . .  0 6
1,114* x88t, wink Kr., a, a, 3, 5, xo and ao. kr. . 6 . .  2  g
i,»i5* »• a, a, a, 3, 5, 10, and aa kr. 7 . .  0 6
1,116! 1887-98 * „  1, a, 3, 5, 8, to ta, aod

15 kr «» *. 8 ..  2 0
»,t«7t 1837-98, weak. K r , 30 and 50 kr. and

x florin . . . . 3 . .  4  6
1,1x8* 1887-98, wmk. Kr., including 50, 50, and

1 florin . . . 10 . .  0 8
1,119! 1898, wmk. Crown, 1, a, 3, 8, 10, 15, and

v 20 kr. . . • . 7 . .  2 0
s , i s i !  1900, 1, a, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 10 filler , 7 . .  0 $
i,xaat . „  25, 30, 50, and 60 filler . . . 4 ..  1 . 9
t ,  iaaa! 1900-02, 6, ao, and 35 filler . . 3 . .  0 9
i,xa3* 1900, 1 to 60 filler . . . 11 .. 0 6
1,1030* „  xandakarona 2 . . 1
1,104! Newspaper and Journal Stamps 5 .. 0 6

A U  S  T  R 1 A —co n tin u e d .

BO8NIA.
No. o f Set. N o. in  Set. /. d.
1,130! 1879-91, old perfc. aod colours • . 5 . .  0 8

Jf»*3*t 1900, perf. 124,1, 3, 5, to, 25, 40, and 50h. 7 . .  1 6
"2,133! it perf. 10J, 2, 6, 20, and 30 h. . . 4 . .  0 10

1,140*
1 , 1 4 1 !
1,141*
*.*43 !
*»*44*
*.*45*
*,*4®!

*.M7*
1.148!
«.*49*

1,16 0 !
1 , 1 6 1 !
1 , 1 6 1 !
*.*65!

BELGIUM.
1849-63, including first issue 
1863-80 ,, old issues.
1605-83 „  various issues
1884-91 „  10 and 35 c.

„  i» 50 c. .
„  all different from last, including a frs. 

1893-1900, with Sunday label, 1, a, a, 5, 
10,10, 35, and 50 c. . .

1893- 1900, with Sooday label, 1, a, 5, to,
ao, and 25 c . ' . . .

1894- 96, Exhibition Stamps .

•Unpaid, 1870, 10 and 20 c. .

OONGO.
1885, 5, 10, and 50 c. .
1887-92, 5,10, 25, and 50 c. .
1894, $ and to e . . . . . .
Parcel Post, frs. 3 50 and frs. 10

BOLIVIA.
1866, 5, 5, 50, and too c.
1867, 50 and 100 c. . .
1871, 5, 50, and too c.
1878, 5. 10, and ao c. .
1887, 1, a, 5, and xoc. 
i8o>, t, a. and 5 c . .
1887-90, perf. and roul. .
1893, 1, a, 5, io , and ao c. .
1844,1, 3, 5* and so c.

,, ao, 50, and xco c.
1, ii 3, 5, 10, 30, and 50 c.
„  thick paper, a, 5, 10, ao, and , 

1897, a, 10, ao, and 30 c.
1899. t, a, 5, 5, aod 10 c.

t» ao* 5° c., and 1 boL 
1909, x, a, and 5 c . .

i,i88t
BRAZIL.

1814-50, including sloping and upright 
figures

1850, xo, 30, 6o, and 90 re is .
„  180, 300, and 6oo rets .

1866, xo, ao, 50, 80, and 100 rets 
,, I?, 20, 50, 8c, too, and a00 reis 

1876, 50, 80, too, and aoo reis . 
1876-80, to, 30 , and 50 reis .

,, xo, a 5, 50, 60, 100, and 300 reis 
1881-85, 10, xo 50, 100, and 100 reis 
x884-88, so, 50, soo. 300, and 500 reis 

M including aoo, 300, and 500 rets 
1890, 20, 50. 50, too, and aoo reis 

1. 3°°* joo, 700, and x .000 teis . ̂
„  including 500, 700, and x,ooo rets 

1891-94.10, ao, 50,100,100,100, and 200 re 
**94» 300, *00, 700,1,000, and a.000 reis

1 6

0 10

. 1 9
2  9
3  0 

. 13 0

. 4

. 1 

. 10 

. 3 

. 1 
, 1 
, 0 
. 1 
. 3 
. 4  
. 1 
. 2 
. 6 
. 3 
► I 
. 7
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y . NEW  ISSUES
P  REPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 
at the following rates, post-free :—

Gl  Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 „ 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
Are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 
>. 3 
♦» 3 
"  4 

5
6 to current number

price, post-free, 4d .  
all sold out. 
price, post-free, 9d .

.. ,» 1/-
6d.
3d . each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G .  S .  I V .  from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

THE
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .
Published on the taut dag of each month.

S U B S C R I P T I O N S :  2 / -  p e r  A n n u m .

A U  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id , a n d  co m m e n c e  
w ith  th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o  s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w i l l  r e c e iv e  th e  b a ck  n u m b e r s  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

T H E  M o n th ly  J o u r n a l  is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

T h e ' chief features are—
1st.—A  series o f entirely .Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stam p Collectors. 

2nd.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J u l y  number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t ie s *- F iv e  pages.
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L . Hanciau. 
B r it is h  B e c h u a n a l a k d  : T h e  H a l f p e n n y  o f  

1897, b y  C . M cX aughtan .
M y  S o u v e n ir s : R e m in is c e n c e s  o f  a  V e t e r a n , 

b y  P ie rre  M ahe.
B r it is h  S o m a l il a n d  : L is t  o f  E r r o r s  a n d  

V a r i e t i e s  o f  O v e r p r i n t  in  t h e  S e c o n d  
I s s u e , w it h  N o t e s , b y  H erb ert W . H aw kins. 

N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s .
L i s t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , w anted to purchase 

fo r (he L ib ra ry  o f  the E arl o f  C raw fo rd . Etc.

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATEO.

N E W  SO U TH  W A L E S . 
1871-1902. V a rio u s  ty p e s , e tc . N e w  p r ic e s .

Cat.
No. s. 
179 id., pale red . . i 0
»> id. . . u sed 0 I

180 id., red 6
11 Id. „ . . u sed l 0 1

181 2d., blue • • tt 0 1
182 2d., deep blue . • • >1 0 2
209 id., pale red • • »> 0 6
210 id., red 5 0

t, id. „ . . u sed 0 9
244 id., bright red . » • i» 0 2
24s 2d., blue 3 6
i* 2d. „ . . u sed 0 2

266 id., pale red • • 11 0 2
268 2d., blue • ♦ tt 1 0
274 3d., green ♦ • jt 2 6
277 5d. „ 2 0
290 id., red • » it 0 2

293 2d., deep blue • • >♦ 0 1
299 2d., blue • ♦ »» 20 0
329 8d., rose-lilac ♦ ♦ »» 3

335 4d., brown • ♦ »t 0 4
342 id., violet 2 6

35i 2d., blue . . u sed 2 6
366 7id., brown • »» 2 0
377 id., grey • • tt 2 6
381a id. „ • ♦ tt 5 0
382 id. „ • • »» 4 0
392 id., blue-green . • ♦ »» O 3
396 2d., deep blue . . I 6

397 2d., violet-blue . . 6
399 2jd., purple . .' u sed I 3
400 2 £d., deep blue . • • tt 2 0
406 id., carmine • • tt O 4
412 2|d., purple • • i t 9

413 •aid. „ * •  tt O 6
420 id., carmine •  •  tt O 4

42.3 2d., deep blue . • • »* O I

424 2d., violet-blue . • • * O I

427 2id., deep blue . • • » I 3
429 6d., orange • * *» 3
441a 2jd., blue • • *» O 1

445 6d., orange-yellow • • ** O 2
446 6d., orange v  • »* O 2

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391, STRAN D , LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N E W  Y O R K
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1 9 0 5 - 6 .

R o d  S t a m p  C a t a l o g u e .
P O C K E T  S I Z E , in Tteo Volumes.

VO L. I. contains all

Postage Stamps of Great Britain and tbe British Colonies.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

VO L. II. contains the

Postage Stamps of tbe Rest of tbe World.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

N otr.—T he collector will find in this Catalogue a mass of useful information given by no other Catalogue known to us. 
We divide and price separately all minor varieties o f  perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 
the value o f rare varieties he may possess, and which are not given in any other catalogue.

T h e  “ S .  G . ”  S t a m p  H i n g e s .

_ _ _  /  \

E X A C T  S IZE .

~ ~  \ _____ /

E X A C T  SIZE .

f y E  have just prepared a N E W  S T A M P  H IN G E , size as above, 
put up in A IR -T IG H T  TIN  "BOXES, each containing 1 ,000  hinges 
o f  good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelabte.

Price 6d.( post-free 7d«, per* Box.

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Ltd.
t HEAD OFFICE and Address for all Correspondence—

391, S T R A N D  (Opposite Hotel Cecil), LONDON, W .C .
C I T Y  B R A N C H 97,  Gracechurch Street, London, W.C.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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Foreign Countries’ P o sta g e  Stam p s.
REVISED SER IES FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  in  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ’  l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

U s e d *  U n u sed .t  U sed  a n d  U n u s e d A l l  G u a ra n teed  G en u in e . N o  R ep r in ts .

In O rd erin g  it is only n e cessary  to quote Nam e o f  C ountry, N u m b er o f  S e t, and the Price.

A'*. • /  Stt.
B R A ZIL .

i.so** 1894, including 700 reis 
1,105! 1899, large perfs., 20, 50, too, 200, and 3co 

reis . . . .
1898, Provisionals 00 Newspaper Stamps, 

300, 500, 700, and 700 rets 
1,207! <898, Provisionals on Newspaper Stamps, 

1,000, x{coo, 2,000, and'2,000 reis 
i,ao8t 1898, Provisionals on Newspaper Stamps, 

20, 20, 50, too, and 200 reis 
t,ao9t 1899, Provisionals, 50, zoo, 300, 500, 700, 

1,oco and 2,000 reis
r, asot 1900, 50, zoo, and 200 reis
i ,a n t  „  Commemoration, 103, 500, and 700 

reis . . .
1,2x2! Newspaper Stamps, 1880 (Feb.), zo, 20, 

50, too, aoo, 300, and 500 reis . 
1,213! Newspaper Sumps, 1869 (May), to, 20, 

50, zoo, and 200 reis . . .
a,114* Newspaper Stamps, Including 200 and 

300 reis . . . .
x.sist Newspaper Stamps, 1890-94, including 

100 reis . . .
1,216* Newspaper and Unpaid Stamps 
1,1x7! Unpaid, 1889, zo, 20, 50, zoo, 200, and 300 

reis
x,ax8l Unpaid, 1890, xo, 20, 50, 200, and 300 reis 
x.atgf „  >895-1901, 10, 20, 50, 200, and

200 reis • •'
BU LGARIA.

2,225! 1879-81, 5, 25, 50 c., and x fr.
1,226! 1881-82,1, z, 2. 2. 3, 3, 5, 5, zo, zs, a), 30, 

and 50 stotinki. . . .
t,ss7* 1881-82, including 15, 25, and 30 stotinki 
i,ss8 ! 1889-90, x, 2, 3, s, xo, 25, 30, 50 stotinki, 

and x leva . . . .
1,229* 1889-90, 5, xo, 15, 25, 30, 50 stotinki, and 

1 leva * . . .
1,230! 1892-95, Provisionals . .
1,231! 1901, 1, 2, 3, 5, xo, and 15 stotinki . 
1,23s! „  25, 30, 50 stotinki, aod 1 and x lei .
1,2320* 1902,1, 2, 3, 5. to, 15, 25, and 30 stotinki 
1,2326! Snipka Pass, 5, xo, and s$ stotinki . 
1,133! Unpaid, 1864-87, 5. 95, 50, and 50 stotinki 
1,234! „  1895, Provisionals .
t,*35f „  1896, 5, to, and 30 stotinki .
1,236! i« 1901, 5, 10, 30, and 50 stotinki .

SOUTH BULGARIA.
1,239! 1885, 5, xe, and 20 paras

C H IL I.
s, s4x* 1853-57, including 5 c. on blue paper
1,242! 1867,1 ,2 ,5  c. . . .
1,243* »» 5* *°* 90 c *
1,245* 1877-78, 2, 5, to. 20, aod 50 c.
1,246! 1881-86, t, a, s, 5, xo, 15, 2nd 20 c. . 
1,247* »• 1, 2, 5, 5. 10,15. 20, and 25  c. .
1,248! 1894-1900, including obsolete .
1 ,249* II .. M,
1,249a! 1900-02, including Provisionals and obso

lete issue . .
1,250* Unpaid, 1895, a, 6, 8, xo, and 20 c.

• ,, 1*98. I. *. 4. so , and to  c. .
1,152* Including Posul Fiscals and Unpaid

O H IN A .
1,155* 1878-95, toclodiog first issues aod high 

value. . -
>.856! 1686-95. >. x, *• J. 3 . 5. «nd 6 cand.

in  Set. . d.
7 ♦* 1 0

5 ■■ 4 6 '

4  •• 4 0

4  •• 10 0

5 •• 1 3

7 • ♦ 7 0
3 0 5

3 •• 1 6

7 •• 6 6

5 •• 0

7 •• 2 0

7 . . 3
6 .. 0 9

6 .. 3 6
5 •• 1 2

5 •• 1 6

4 10 0

13 . . 3 9
to . . 1 6

9  — 2 9

7 •• 0 9
4  •• 0 8
6 . . 0 7
5  •• 6 0
8 . . 0 6.
3 0 6
4  • 6 0
3 •• 2 3
3 •• 0 8
4 •• 1 3

3 2 0

43  ♦♦ 1 0
3 1 0
3 0 4
5 •• 1 0
7 •• 2 9
8 .. 1 0
4  •• 0 4
6 .. 0 5

7 •• 1 2
5 •• 3 0
S •• 1 0
5 . . 0 4

6 . . 6 0
7 .♦ 3 6

t,as8*
* . » » t

t,a6o!
z,a6t*
1,162!
x,a63t
1,264!
1,265*
1.266!
>,267!
x,a68*

.. 10 0 

. .4  0

C H IN A —con tin ued .
s *. efStt. Afc. tn 5<t. s. d.
i,2S7f 1897, small figures, J, z, 2, 4, 5, 8, 8, zo, 

zo, and to c. . . . .
1897, small and large figures, $, 2, 2, 4, 5,

8, 8, and 10 c. . . .
1897, large figures, x, 2, 4, 5, zo, and 

zoc. .
1897, z, 1, 9. 2, and 5 c . .

„  kiclnd...; •>. nharge on Revenue 
„  on K cn n  «?. 1, 2, 2, and 4 c. .
„  (Oct.), j ,  f , 2, 4, 5, and 10 c.
„  so, 3 \ 50 c., and 1 dollar
„  4, 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, and 20 c.

1698, 4, x, 2, 4, 5. to, 20, and 30 c. «
,. 1, 2, and 5 dollars
„  4, 2, 4,5, 5, to, 20, 30, and 50 c

7 •* 5 6 .. 2

l : :  I
3o .. 1

1 ,2 7 1 !
1 ,2 7 1*
1,27 3 !
«,»7 4 *

*i*75 t
1,276*

1,2 7 7 !
>.a7a»
1,28 2 !

x,a8x!
1,282*

i .» » 3 *

*.*4t
1.285*
1,28 6 !

1,287!
i.attt
1,289!
1,19 0 !
1 ,8 9 1!
1,8 9 a!

1,895!
l , 89«t

S #
. i W t

«.3 » t

1,302*
.,303*
' . 3 .
I.3W*

1 ,3 10 !
1 , 3 1 1 !

C O L O M B IA .
1859-65, x, 5, 10, 10, and 20 c.
1864-67, including three 1 peso .
1868- 74, i, 1, 2, a, s, 10, to, and 20 c.

,, including large 5 pesos, black on
green

1876-81, x, 2, 9, «, 5, 10, and 20 c. . 
1876-1901, including many issues with 

some scarce values
1881- 83, x, 2, 2, 5, 5, and zo c.
1883-89, i, 1, a, a, 5, 5, to, and xo c.
1 *90-91, z, 2, 2, 5. 5, 10, and 90 c. . 
1892-1901, including 20 and 50 c., and

z peso *
Unpaid, T oo  la te , and Registered . 
Registration Labels, 1865-70, 20, 50, 50, 

and 50 c. . . . .
Registration labels, 1883-88, 20, 30, 40,

50, 60, 8o, 93 c., and z peso a 
Registration Labels, 1900, 40, 60, 70, 80 

and 90 c., and z peso . .
Registration Labels, 1870-92, including 

Official, etc. . -  4
19C.2, War Issue, including rare varieties 12

ANTIOQUIA.
1869- 73, 5* ,0 . 2°. and 50 c ,  z and 2 pesos 
1875-03,1, 1, x. a \ , 2}, and 20 c.
1882- 85, *. *» *4. 5. xo, and *0 c.
1883- 85, 1, 5, 5, xo, xo, zo, and 23 c.
1886-87, 1, to, 20, 50 c., 1 and 2 pesos

> x, 2!, 5, and 10 c. 
1, i , a|, 5, and 10 c.

1I92-93, 1, 1, aj, 24, 5. 5, and 10 c.
1896, a, 2§. 3, 5, 10, aod 20 c.

„  colours changed 
x?99, 4 , 1, 2, 24, 5, and to C..
Registration aod Provisional stamp*
19 3; 1,2, 9$, 3 4, 5, 5, and 10 c.

BOLIVAR.
1B63-72, 5, xo, 10 c., and 1 peso 
1879-80, including 80 c. and z peso .

„  „  t peso
i860, on blue, 5, xo, 20, and 40 c.
1882, 5 and xo pesos 
1682-5, iocluding several issues

2891, x, 5, 10, so, 50 c., and 1 peso .
CARTAGENA.

1699-1900, Civil War sumps, first issue . 
,, „  ,, second issue
„  ., „  third issue .

. 10 0 

. 7 6 

. 5  0

. 7 0
, 4  6

4 ..  26 0

8 . .  26  0
6 . . 2 5  0

a .. 10 62 6

6 0 
2 6 
0  4
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y , N EW  IS S U E S
T> REPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 1a months 
at the following- rates, post-free:—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 tn. 1.70
6 .. 3s- 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3*2S

ia „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.
ALL UIWSEO UNLESS 8THEBWISE STATED.

GERMAN EAST AFRICA.
1905. Type C2, but with value in “  htUer. "  

9} b., brown . . . .
4 h., green . . . . .
7} h., carmine . . ^  .

15 b., ultramarine . .
20 h., black and orange on buff . .
30 h. ,, carmine . . . .
45 b. ,, violet . .
60 h. ,, carmine on rose .

s. d. 

o 1 
o
o 2
o s

0 8
1 o

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. price, post-free, 4cL
»  2 • • all sold out.
»» 3 • • • price, post-free, 9d .
♦. 4 • • ** »» */•
»» S • • «  »* w .
„  6 to current number „  ,, y i .  each.

lo  Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S . W , from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .

Published an the teat day of each month.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /- per Annum

A l l  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id , a n d  c o m m e n c e  
w ith  th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o  s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w i l l  r e c e i v e  th e  b a c k  n u m b e r s  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

T H E  M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l is  chiefly intended for 
Stam p Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1 s t —A  series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list o f all N ew Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

T h e  J u l y  n u m b e r  c o n ta in s^  a m o n g s t  o th er 
fe a tu re s —

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . F ive  p ages.
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L . Hanciau. 
B r it is h  B e c h u a n a l a n d  : T h e  H a l f p e n n y  o f  

1897, by C. McNaughtan.
M y  S o u v e n ir s  : R e m in is c e n c e s  o f  a  V e t e r a n , 

b y  P ierre  M abe.
B r it is h  S o m a l il a n d  : L i s t  o f  E r r o r s  a n d  

V a r i e t i e s  o f  Ov e r p r i n t  in  t h e  S e c o n d  
Is s u e , w it h  No t e s , by Herbert W . Hawkins. 

N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s .
L is t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , wanted to purchase 

for the Library of the Earl of Crawford. Etc.

CAT. ICELAND.
NO. 1876-1901. Types 3, 4, and 9.
20 x6 aur, brown . . . used o 6
36 3 „  yellow . . . . „  o
37 4 .> grey and rose . . . .. o *
38 5 >. green . . . „  o 1
40 10 „  carmine . . . . o 1
41 16 „  browo . . . „  O '.
51 3 „  buff (large “ 3 ” )  . . , , 0 4

NEW  CALEDONIA.
1905. New picture types.

1 c., black on green . . . 0 1
2 c., marone . . . . . 0 1
4 c., blue on orange . . . . 0 1
5 c., green . . . . 0 1

to c., cannioe . . . . . . o -•
>5 c., purple . . . . . . 0 3
20 c., brown . . . . . . o ->
25 c., blue on green . . . . 0 4
30 c., black on orange . . . . . o -
40 C , carmine on green . . . . . o f
50 c., red on orange . . . o .
75 c., sage-green •  . . 1 0

t fr., blue on green . . . 1 3
2 fr$., claret on azure . . . . 2 3
$ fry , black on orange . , . 5 •

CAT.
NO.
y

NORWAY.
Various issues.  New prices.  

4 sk., blue . used 0 4
34 2 sk., dull blue 0
45 1  sk., green(E.EN ) »» 0
49 5 Ore, Prussian blue 0
50 5 Ore, blue 0 1
3* S Ore, ultramarine . 

1 kr., green
»* 0 4

68 7 0
68 t kr. „ . used 0 6
89 1 kr. 50 Ore, blue . 0
69 1 kr. so Ore ,, . used 6
70 2 kr., purple-brown and rose. 4 0
70 a kr. „  „ . used 3
7« 3 Ore, orange • »» 0 1
7* 3 Ore, yellow • n 0 !
74 10 Ore, pale rose . ,, 0 I
75 10 Ore, deep rose • it 0 I
80 12 Ore, yellow-brown • »» O
8t 20 Ore, dull blue • ti 0 4
82 20 Ore, pale blue 0 ?:
83 30 Ore, ultramarine .
85 3 Ore, deep oraoge . • it 0 7

too xo Ore, rose 0 6
127 25 Ore, lilac • i» 0 2
128 35 Ore, deep blue-green

. used 0 6
128 35 Ore „  „ 0 2
1*9 So Ore, brown-violet 0 9

$
So Ore „ . used 0 2
50 Ore, marone - »t 0 4

309 20 Ore, deep blue • it 0 2

URUGUAY.
1904-5. Lithographed.  Pcrf. t i f  

5 c., blue . . . . used
xo e., dull violet . „
20 c ,  grey-blue . . . „
25 c., bistre-brown . . „

o
o
o
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1 9 0 5 - 6 -

R c u )  S t a m p  C a t a l o g u e .
P O C K E T  S I Z E , in Ttao Volumes.

VO L. I. contains all

Postage Stamps of Great Britain and the British Colonies.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e ,  p o s t - f r e e .  2/9.

VOL. II. contains the

Postage Stamps of the Rest of the World.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

N ote, —The collector will find in this Catalogue a mass of useful information given by no other Catalogue known to us. 
‘ We divide and price separately all minor varieties of perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 

the value of rare varieties he may possess, and which are not given in any other catalogue.

T h e
l

“ S .  G . ”  S t a m p

_ _ _ _ _  /  \

E X A C T  S IZE .

\ _____/

E X A C T  SIZE .

W E  have ju st prepared a N E W  S T A M P  H IN G E , size as above, 
put up in A IR -T IG H T  TIN  "BOXES, each containing 1,000 hinges 
o f  good tough paper, doubly gummed, and thus easily peelable.

Price 6dM post-free 7d., per Box.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Ltd.
j HEAD OFFICE and Address for all Correspondence—

391, S T R A N D  (Opposite Hotel Cecil), LONDON. W .C .
C I T Y  B R A N C H  9 7, Gracechurch Street, London, W.C.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



Foreign Countries’ P o stage  Stam p s.
REVISED SERIES FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  in  t h e  o r d e r  o f  St a n l e y  G ib b o n s ’  l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

U s e d *  U u u s e d .f U sed  a n d  U n u sed .X  A l l  G u a ra n te ed  G en u in e . N o  R ep r in ts .

In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Name o f Country, Number o f  Set, and the Price.

CHEAP SETS OF

C O L O M B I A  —con tin ued .

„  „ CU N D 1NAMARCA.
No. e/Set. No. in  Set /. <L
1.3 M* 1870-85, 5, 5, 10, 10, io, and 50 c. . 6 .. 10 6

l .3»5 *
PANAMA.

1878, 5, 20, and 50 c. 3 •• 12 6
' , 3 >*t 1837-88, x, s, 3, 5, xo, 20, and 50 c. 7 •• 5 0
>.3181 1892-94, including three Provisionals 5 •• 2 6

i,3*ot
6ANTANDER.

1884-86, 1, i, s, 5, 10, and 10 c. 6 .. 2 6
«.3»i* it 5> Si *0, *nd to c, . 4 .. 2 0
i .3»*t 1887, t, x, and 5 c . . 3 •• 0 9
1.3*3* 18913-96, x, 5, 5, 5, 5, and xo c. 6 .. 2 0
1.3*4 * 1899, x, 5, and xo c. 3 1 0

i .3»5*
TOLIMA.

1871-80, including 50 c. and 1 peso . 7 •• fi 0
i,3*6t 1883, 5, 10, and 20 c. . . 3 •• 1 0
i .3»7 * 1884, 1, 2, 2}, 5, 10, and 50 c. 6 .. 3 6
1.3*8! „  1,2, 5, and 10 pesos 4 57 6
1.3*9 * Registered Labels, 1883-96, to, 40, 60, 

80, 90 c., and t peso
70 .

7 20 0

l,4*i*
C O R E A .

1885, 5 and 10 mon . , 3 . . 2 0
1,4*** „  Essays, 35, 50, and too moo. . 3 •• 0 4
1 .4*3 * *895* 5, xo, 35, and jopoon  . 4 1 4
x.4*4* ti 5i i°f 25, and 50 „ 4 1 0
x»4*5* 1900-1, including obsolete values to .. 1 9
1 ,4*5 * „  30 and 50 cheun, t and a woon 4 •• 12 0

x.4»9 *
C O S T A  R I C A .

1863-64, a, 4 reales, and 1 peso 4 •• 6 0
1,41a* i88t-6a, Provisionals, 1, a, and 5 c. . 3 •• 1 6
t,4H* 1883,1, 2, s, io, and 40 c. . . . 5 •• 2 3
«,4M* 1887, 5 and xo c. 2 .. 1 3
*»4<3t 1889, 1, a,-5, 10, and so c - S •• 0 4
l .4Mt n 50 c., 1, a, 5, and so pesos S 12 0
*>4*5t 1892, i, a, 5, and to c. . 4 •• 0 8
1,416* „  ao and 50 c ,  1, 2, 5, and xo pesos 6 .. 7 6
1,417" >863*-93, including first issue and scarce 

values . . . 11 .. 1 8
1,418* 189a, x, 2, 5, and to pesos 4 7 6
•.4»9 t 1931, 1, 3 , 5, 10, 20, and 50 c. 6 .. 3 0
i,4*>* „  1,2, 5, and xo pesos 4 • •65 0
1,4*1* Fiscal Postals, t, a, 5, and to c 4 -• 2 6
1,4*** , ,  t, 3 ,  and 5 c . 3 • • 1 9
l ,4*3 t Official, including various types •8 .. 4 6
l.4*4t 1889, Official, 1, 3, 5, so, ao, and 50 c. 6 .. 0 9
l ,4*St 1901 „  x, a, 5. and t o e  » 4 •• 1 0

l>4*7 *
QUANACA8TE. 

Early surcharges 5 •• 3 9
l,4*8t Later surcharges, including four vertical. 8 .. 12 0
«,4» 9* 1889, 20, 50 c., x, a, and 5 pesos . , 5 10 0
l , 43° * n >i * t  5i end 1 0  c  . • 4 •• 0 6

C R E T E .
Ne. o f  Set. No. in Set. rf.
1.43*1 1898-97, to, 10, 20, and ao paras. 4 •• 1 0
1.433* Russian issue 3 10 0
■ 434* ,, t, t, and a metallik 3 2 0
i,43*t 1900, t, 3, and 5 drachma! 3 * 9 0
1.437* „  red su'cbarge, 35 and 50 lepta, 1, 2,

and 5 drachmai . s *• 25 0
1.438* ,, black surcharge, 35 and 50 lepta,

a, and 5 drachmai 5 -• 12 6
i .44»t Unpaid, r, 5, 10, 29, 40, and 50 lepta 6 1 4

D E N M A R K .

1.445* *853-79. 9 ) *> 3* 4 . 8, and 35 Ore 6 5 0
1.448* 1864-79, including several is»ues 15 .. 2 0
1.447* „  thicker papers 9 0 6
i.45ot 1883-1903, 5, 5, to, 10, so, so, and 24 Ore . 7 •• 2 3

1.451* „  including 34 Ore 7  • 0 6
i.45*t Official, including first issues 7 •* 4 6
1.453* II H It • to . • 3 9

D A N I S H  W E S T  I N D I E S .
1.455* *873-79, *1 4* 5. 7i *©. end i a c 6 -• 8 0
1.4 58* Thicker papers, and 3 Provisionals . 6 -■ 6 0
1.457* *1 *1 3. 3t end io c . . 5 • • 1 3

1.457** 1898-1901, x, 1, 4, 5, and 5 c. S •• 4 6
1 4 5 8 * 1902, Provisionals . • 4 •• 3 0
1.458** Unpaid, z, 4, 6, and 10 c. • . 4 •• 4 0

ICELAND.

i ,459* 1873, 3, 4, and 16 sk. 3 •* 5 0
1,480* *875-931 3, 5, 5, 6, 10, 16, 30 , and 40 aar 8 •- 5 9

i ,4« 3 * Official, including first issue and 16, 20,
and 50 aur 8 2 6

1,484* Official, 3, 5, 10, and so aur . 4 •• 0 9

D O M I N I C A N  R E P U B L I C .
1.488! 1679, 4, 4, 1, and 1 real 4 •• 2 6
1.467* 1880,1, 3, 5,10, so, and 35 c. 6 .. 4 0
1,488* i88r, 1, 3, 5, 10, 30 , and 35 c. 6 .. 4 9

i .47ot 1883, Provisionals . 4 •• 2 0

' . 471* *885-9*, *t *1 St *°i end so c. 5  • 2 3

i .47** *895, 3 , 5, and ioc . .  . 3 •
0 9

1.473* 1899, 3, 5, 10, 30, and 50 c. . s • 5 0
c

1,474* 1900, 4, 4 , i ,  *» 3, 5, and io c . 7 * 1 <1
1,4 75* „  30 and 50 c. and x peso 3 * 11 U

i,47« t 1901, 4, t, a, 5, 10, ao, and 50 c. 7 •• 4 D
A

■.477* 1902, 1, 3, 5, xo, xa, so, and 50 c. 7 * 6 u
A

1,478* 1901, Unpaid, a, 4, 5, and 10 c. 4 • 1 9

■.4 79* 190a, Official, a, 5, 10, and 20 c. 4 •* 2 $

E C U A D O R .
1,48** *865, 4, 4, 1, and 1 real 4 •• 1 0

1,483* >872, 4 end x real 2 • • 0 9
A

•.484* 1881, i, a, 5, 10, so, and 50 c. 6 •• 0 0
A

1,488* 1887, t, 3, 5, and 80 c. 4  • 0 9
£

■,487* 1893, 1, s, 5, 20, 50 c., x and 5 sucres 7 * 1

4
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y . N EW  IS S U E S
' D R E P A I D  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  m u s t  c o m m e n c e  w i t h  t h e  

A  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r ,  a n d  c a n  b e  f o r  3 ,  6 ,  o r  12  m o n t h s

a t  t h e  f o l l o w in g :  r a t e s ,  p o s t - f r e e :—

G t  B r i t a i n  
a n d

C o l o n i e s .

U . S . A .
a n d

C a n a d a .

F r a n c e ,  
I t a l y ,  o r  

S p a i n .
G e r m a n y .

3  m o n t h s i s .  8 d . 4 0  c . fc .  2 . 0 0 m .  1 .7 0

6  „ 35 . 3<>. 8 0  c . fc .  4 . 0 0 m .  3 . 2 5

„ 6 s .  6 d . $ 1 . 6 0 fc .  8 . 0 0 m .  6 . 5 0

B A C K  N U M B E R S.
W e  h a v e  g o t  b a c k  a  f e w  r e t u r n s  f r o m  A g e n t s ,  a n d  

a r e  n o w  a b l e  t o  q u o t e  p r i c e s  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  s c a r c e  
e a r l y  n u m b e r s ,  b u t  o n l y  a  f e w  c o p i e s  o f  N o s .  3  a n d  4  
a r e  i n  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  o n l y  o b t a in a b le  b y  t h o s e  
w h o  o r d e r  p r o m p t l y .

N o .  t . . • p r i c e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  4 d .
»  2 . . a l l  s o l d  o u t

11 3  • . . p r i c e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  9 d .
„  4 • • »» it  i/~
* • 5  ♦ ♦  • tt tt bd.
,, 6  t o  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r  fV „  3 ^ .  e a c h .

I n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  i t  w i l l  b e  c h e a p e r  f o r  o u r  r e a d e r s  
t o  o r d e r  G . S . W . f r o m  t h e i r  n e a r e s t  N e w s a g e n t  o r  
S t a t i o n e r ,  o r  f r o m  t h e  R a i l w a y  B o o k s t a l l .  T h i s  w i l l  
s a v e  p o s t a g e ,  a n d  t h e  p a p e r  w i l l  b e  d e l i v e r e d  f la t,  i n 
s t e a d  o f  f o ld e d  a s  i t  w o u l d  b e  i f  p o s t e d .

T H E
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E . B . E V A N S .
PubUthod on tbo loot dey of otoh month.

S U B S C R I P T I O N S : 2/. p e r  A n n u m

A l l  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id , a n d  co m m e n c e  
w ith  th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o  s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w i l l  r e c e iv e  th e  b a ch  n u m b e r s  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

ALL UHUSEO UNLESS OTHERWISE STATES.

B E L G IU M .
1505. N ew  t y f e . H ea d  o j  K in g .

s. <t.
50 c., grey . . . . 0 8

B R IT IS H  SO M A L ILA N D .
I90S- S e r v ic e  S ta m p s. T y p e  2 . K in g ’ s  H ea d . 

O v er p r in te d  O.H.M.S.
t a., carmine and grey-black . . u se d  7 6
2 a., purple and dull lilac . . „  10 0

CH ILI.
1905. H ew  ty p e . H ea d  o f  C olu m b u s.

20 c., black and brown . . 0 6

G IB R A L T A R .
MOROCCO AGENCIES.

1905. K in g 's  H ea d . M u ltip le  w m k .

50c., violet. . . . . 0 7
JAPAN.

1905. N e w  ty p e . C o m m em o ra tiv e  sta m p  issu ed  by  
/ a p a n  o n  ta k in g  o v e r  th e  p o s ta l a d m in is tr a tio n  o j  

C o rea .

3 sen, carmine . . . . 0 2
P O R T U G U E S E  CO LO N IES.

1905. P r o v is io n a ls ,

ANGOLA.
50 reis on 65 r., dull blue . . - 0 5

CAPE VERD.
50 reis on 65 r., dull blue . . . 0 5

GUINEA.
30 reis on 65 r., dull blue . . - 0 5

T HE M o n th ly  f o u m a l  is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st.—A series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors. 

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J uly  number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  I s s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . F iv e  pages.
S t a m p s  o k  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L .  H a n c i a u .  
B r it is h  B e c h u a n a l a n d  : T h e  H a l f p e n n y  o f  

1 8 9 7 ,  b y  C .  M c N a u g h t a n .
M y  S o u v e n ir s  : R e m in is c e n c e s  o f  a  V e t e r a n , 

b y  P i e r r e  M a h e .
B r it is h  S o m a l il a n d  : L is t  o f  E r r o r s  a n d  

V a r i e t ie s  o f  Ov e r p r i n t  in  t h e  S e c o n d  
I s s u e , w it h  N o t e s , b y  H erb ert W . H aw kins. 

N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s .
L i s t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , w anted to purchase 

f o r  the L i b r a r y  o f  the E a r l  o f  C r a w f o r d .  E tc.

INHAMBANE.
50 reis on 65 r., dull blue . . . 0 5

LOURENZO MARQUES.
50 reis on 65 r., dull blue . . . 0 5

MACAO.
toavoson 12 a., lilac • . . . 0 6

MOZAMBIQUE.
50 reis on 65 r., dull blue . . . 0 5

PORTUGUESE CONGO.
50 reis on 65 r., dull blue . . . 0 5

PORTUGUESE INDIA.
2 Tangas on 2j T., dull blue . . . 0 5

ST. THOMAS AND PRINCE ISLANDS.
50 reis on 65 r., dull blue . '  . . 0 5

TIMOR.
10 avos on 12 a., dull blue . . 0 6

ZAMBEZIA.
65 reis on 30 r., dull blue . . 0 5

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391, STRAN D , LONDON
STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198, BROADW AY, NEW YORK
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t

1 9 0 5 - 6 .

R c u )  S t a m p  C a t a l o g u e .
P O C K E T  S IZ E , in Th)o Volumes. N ew  Edition.

VOL. I. contains all

Postage Stamps of Great Britain and the British Colonies.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

VOL. II. contains the

Postage Stamps of the Rest of the World.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

Noth.—'The collector will find in this Catalogue a mass of useful information given by no other Catalogue known to us. 
We divide and price separately all minor varieties of perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 
the value of rare varieties he may possess, and which are not given in an£ other catalogue.

In issuing the New Edition of our Priced Catalogue, we wish to draw attention to the chi^f alterations made therein.
After a trial for some years o f small illustrations, we have cotne to the conclusion that they are not suitable for the 

h a d in g  S t a m p  C a ta lo g u e , chiefly from the fact that when they have been used in printing two or three large editions of 
this work all the fine lines wear out, with the result that, in many cases, the young collector nas had gTeat difficulty in identi- 
lying varieties. W e therefore decided to go to the great expense of inserting new and exact»sizcd illustrations throughout our 
Catalogue. The cost has been close upon /8 oo , and we leave our readers to fudge whether the result is not greatly superior to 
any that has hitherto been attained by similar trade lists. A comparison o f  this new edition with any other catalogue will, we 
venture to think, conclusively prove that for general get-up and for beauty and clearness it far excels any previously published.

We are rather sorry to say that in order to place the large illustrations in double column it has been necessary to enlarge the 
Catalogues by about an inch, both ip width and length.

In this edition also a more expensive paper is used, which being thinner than that in former use, is belter adapted for bringing 
out the type and illustrations more clearly.

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Ltd.
HEAD OFFICE and Address for all Correspondence—

391, S T R A N D  (Opposite Hotel Cecil), LONDON, W .C .
C I T Y  B R A N C H  97, Gracechurch Street, London, W.C.

G R A TIS STAM PS, Nos. 17 & 18.

R
EA D ERS in Great Britain should receive with this number the two stamps described 

below.

Subscribers residing out of Great Britain can have the gratis stamps sent to them once 
in six months on receipt of an addressed envelope and postage.

(This course has to be adopted io order to comply w ith the' rules o f the British Post Office.)

In  the annexed spaces our British  readers 

should find  j IN D IA  I  a p l u m ,  and a scarce 

TRA V A N C O R E  |  chuckram, violet, both used.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



Foreign Countries’ P o sta g e  Stam ps.
R EV ISED  S E R IE S  FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  in  t h e  o r d e r  o f  St a n l e y  G ib b o n s ’  l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

U s e d *  U tilised .^  U sed  a n d  U n u sed .%  A l l  G u a ra n teed  G en u in e . N o  R ep r in ts .

In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Name o f  Country, Number o f  Set, and the Price.

EC U A D O R —c o n tin u e d .
S o . o f Set. S o .
1,488! 1893-94, Provisional, including scarce
*>4®9 *
>*49° !
M9>*
x,49*t
* . « 3 *

1894.1.2, 5,10, 20, and 5 0 c .,: and 5 sucres
„  1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50c., and t sucre

1895.1.2, 5, ic, 20, and 50 c., x and 5 sucres
,, Jubilee, t. a, 5, to, 20, 50 c., and 
1 sucre . . . .

1,4930! 1896, s, 2, 5,10,90,56 c., and z and 5 sucre 
1,494! >897 surcharged “  1897-1898’*

m Set. t.

5- i 
2 
2 
2

«»4M*
*.497*x.49»t
*i499t
1,500!
i,Sost
1,50a!
*.5*>3t
**5°4!
>»5®3*
>»5os«*

,, ,, (smaller date) .

Jubilee Issue surcharged with date .
,, ,, Arms,

i, 9. 5, 10, 20, 50 c., 1 and 5 sucres . 
1899, >* *» 5« IO» 20 c., and two Provisionals 
„  50 c., 1 and 5 sucres

1901, 1, 2, 5, lOj 20, and 50 & .
Postal Fiscals, including several issues .

,, a superb set, containing
many rare varieties 

1,506! Postal Fiscal*, 1896, t, 2, 5, and 10 c., 
Provisionals . . .

1,507* Postal Fiscals and Telegraph Postals, in
cluding several rare varieties 

x,S08t Postal Fiscals and Telegraph Postals, in
cluding several rare varieties 

1,509! Telegraph, 1893, io, ao, and 40 C. . 
1,510! Official, 1892, 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 c., and 

x sucre . . * .
I, 511! Official, 1894, 1, 2, 5, jo, 20, 50 c., and

1 sucre . . . .
J , 5x*t Official, 1895, 1, 9, 5, to, 20, 50 C., and

x sucre . . . .
x,5xsat Official, 1896, 1, 2, 5, io, 20, 50 c ., 1 and 

5 sucres . . . .
1.5x4! Official, Provisionals 
4,515! ,, “  1898 *’ surcharged on Fiscals .
1,516! ,, 1899, 2, to, 20, and 50 & . .
1,5x7! Unpaid, 1896, 1, 2, 5,10, 20,50, and 100 c.

6 . 
6 .
5 • 
7 •
7 • 
4 •8 . 
7 •
3 •6 . 
9  *

13 ..

103 .

4

14

10 . 
3 •

7 ■■ 

7 • 

7 •

. 1 

. 1 

. 4  

. 4  

. 10 

. 3 

. 10 

. 4  

. 15 

. 2 

. 17 

. 2 

. 4  

. 6

. 20

. 3

. 7

. 3 

. 2
1
2
2

6 .. 36 . 6

EG Y PT .
x,$ao! 1867-75, including 1, 9. and piastres . to . .  8
x.$*a! 1879-84, Provisionals 3 . .  1
x,5»3 l „  '5 , to, 10, 10, and 20 paras, aod

1 piastre . - . 6 .. 1
x 524* 1870-93, including 2, 5. and xo piastres . 16 . • 1
*.5*5 !  1888—93, 1, 9, 3, and 3 milliimes . . 4 .. 0
i.5s6t Unpaid, 1884-86, 10 and 20 paras, 1, 2,

and 5 piastres. . . . 5 . - 6
1,5*7* Unpaid, 1886-88, including xand 2 piastres 5 .. 1 
i,5»*t ,, 1889-98, 2, 3, and 4 milliemes, t

and 2 piastre . . 5 .. 1

a.
0
8
0
3
0
6
6
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
6
9
0
0
0
9

0
6
9

0
0
6
9
6
0
6

0
3

6
9
4

6
6
3

F R A N C  E .~C 0H /in  tied.
S o . o f  Sot. So. in Set. t. 4
•>54* ' 19:0,1, 2, 3, 4, 5. to, 15, 25, 40, and 50 c. 10 .. 1 9
1.543* ,, t, 2, and 5 francs 3 7 6
1.54 4* 1900-2, 20, 25, 30, and 30 C. .

including 50 c. . .
4 •• 1 3

».545* 6 .. 0 4
«.S4 6 * Unpaid, 1859-78, 10, 15, and 60 c  . 3 •• 1 6
•.547* ,, ,, 10, 15, and 25 c. .

,, 1881-90, x, 2, and 5 c., 1, 2, and 
5 francs . . . .

3 -- 0 9
>,54 8*

6 .. 10 6
I.54 9* Unpaid, 1881-90, 30 c. and 40 c., 1, 1, 2, 

and 5 francs . . . . 6 .. 10 0
>,SS0 * Unpaid, 1894, 5, io, 30, 30, and 50 c. 5 •• 1 3

SURCHARGED FOR FRENCH CONSULAR

«.55»*
OFFIOE8.

China. 5 ,5 ,5 ,1 0 ,1 0 ,1 5 ,2 0  c. 7 • 1 6
».S53* 25, 30, 40, 50 c., aod 1 franc . 5 • 3 8
•»553a t 1902, 1 to 75 c. 12 . - 3 S
«.SS4* Unpaid, 5, 10, 15, 30, and 50 c. 5 •• 1 9
«.SS7* Canton. 1. a, 4, 5, to, 15,15, 20,95, and 

H o il la o . ' 1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 15, 25 .
10 .. 2 0

« s » t 7 2 0
1,56a! Alexandria. 1, 2, 3, 4, s, 10, 10, 15, 20, 

>5 . 3°. 40 , and 50 c. . *3 • 2 9
x,S«3 ! Alexandria, t, 2, and 5 francs 3 •• 9 0
*,564! 1909, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 40, and 50 c. 7 •• 1 $
1,565! 1, 2, and 5 francs 3 • 8 6
1,5650! Crete. 1902,1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 40, and 50 c. . 7 •• 1 6
1,565** i ,2 ,  and 5 francs .

Port Said. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5, to, 15, 20, 
25, 30, 40, and 50 c. . .

3 • ■ 8 6
l,S66t

i j  •• 2 6
I 5 6 7 t Port Said. 1, 2, and 5 francs 3 •• 9 0
l,S6St 1902, 1, 2, 3. 4, 5, 40, and 50 c. 

1, 2, and s francs
M adagascar. 5,15, 25, and 50 c. .

7 •• 1
8

8
1,548a* 3 6
«,S69* 4 2 6
«,57>* M orocco. 5, 5, 5, zo, 10,20,25,50,50 c., 

and 1 piastre . . . IO 4 6
I»57a* M orocco. 5, 5, 10, 10, and 25 c. . 5 0 6
>,573* Unpaid, s, 10/30, and 50 c. . 4 • • 1 3
».57S* Turkish Empire. 1, 1, 2, 3, 4, aod 

8 piastres . . . . 6 .. 5 0
«.S77* Cawalle. 5, 5, 10, 15 c ,  1, 2, 4, and 

8 piastres . . . . 8 5 0
l,S79t Dddeagh. 5, 5, 10, 15 c ,  t, 2, 4, and 

8 piastres . . . .  
Port L agos. 5, xo, 1$ c ., x, 2, and 

4 piastres . . .

8 .. 5 0
1,581*

6 - 13 6
1.583* Vathy. 5, to, to, 15 &, 1 and 2 piastres 6 . 1 9
•,5» 5 * Zanzibar. J, j ,  1, i f ,  2, a}, 2f, 3, 4, and 

5 annas . «  . 10 .. 0
1,5 86* Zanzibar, ze, 20, and 50 annas . 3 • • 9 0
1,587* Unpaid, $, i, i f ,  3, and 5, annas . 5 17 6
2,588* n »» ♦ S • ■ 4
»,S8j* 1902, 9, 4, 5, 16, 20, and 50 annas . 6 9 6

FRANCE.
i iS p t  1866-70, 1, 1, a, 4, and 5 c. . 5 . .  2  3
1533* 1862-70, including 80 c. • . 14 . .  1 3
x,S34! 1870, Bordeaux issue, r, 4, 30, 40, and 80 c. 5 . .  7  6
>•5 35* „  „  5,10,20,30, and 40 c. 5 .. 3  6
1,536! 1870-75, i, 2,4,5,10,10, ro, 15,20,25, and

40 c. . . . . xi .. 12 6
1,537* 1870-75, including 30, 40, and 80 c. . . 13 ..  1 3
1,538! 1876,2,4, 5, 5,10,15,25, 30c.,and 1 franc. ♦ 9 ..  7  6 
x.539* «» incloding two 75 c. . . 13 . .  1 3
1,540! 1877 -̂1000, including two 5c c., 75 c., and

2 uancs . 19 . .  12 0
t,54 f* 1877-1901, including 35 c ,  75 c., and

5 francs . . 19 ..  1 9

FRENCH COLONIES.
*,590! G e n e r a l  I ssu es . 18 5^ -76 ,1, 1 ,  2, 4, 5,

5, and 90 c. . . . 7 . 5 0
x»59>! G e n e r a l  I ssu es . 1876-81, 1 ,  15 , 30, 35, „ .

and 40 c. .  ,  .  . 5  .. 7 0
1,59a* G e n e r a l  I ssu es . 1859-76, including first

issue and z franc . . . 8 - 2 0
*,593! Ge n e r a l  I ssu es . 1 8 8 1 , 1 , 2 , 4 , 5 , 1 0 , 1 5 ,  .

and 95 c  . . .  7 . .  1 6
x,S95* G e n e r a l  Is s u e s .  Unpaid, 1 ,  a , 3, 4 , 15 ,  , e

20, and 30 c. . , 7 . • 1 ®
1,59 7! A njooan. 1 ,  a, 4, and 5 c, . . 4 - 0 3
>»5 9 * !  A n jouan . i ,  2 ,4 . 5, io, 15 ,20 , 25, 30,40,

50 ,75 c ., and 2 fianc . . . 13  •• 4 b

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 39*, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y , N EW  IS S U E S
'DREPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
1  current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 1a months
at the following rates, post-free :—

G t Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months 15. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 „ 3s* 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

» 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK N U M BE RS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are tn hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. t . price, post-free, 4d .

»• a . all sold out.
i» 3 . price, post-free, 9d .

» 4 .. »► 1 /-
»» S 6rf.
,, 6 to current number ,, ,, 3<f.each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S . IV . from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

TH E
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .
P u b lio h o d  o n  th o  lo o t d a y  o t  oa eh m o n th .

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /-  per Annum.
A l l  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id , a n d  c o m m en ce  

w ith  th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o  s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w il l  r e c e iv e  th e  b a c k  n u m b ers  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

T HE M o n th ly  J o u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
ist.—A series of entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers o f the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors. 

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J uly  number contains amongst other 
features—

N ew  Issu es  and  V a r ie t ie s . Five pages.
S tam ps o f t h e  P h ilipp in es , by L. Hanciau.
B r it ish  B ech u an alan d  s T he Ha l f p e n n y  of 

1897, by C. McNaughtan.
My  So u v e n ir s : R em in iscen ces o f  a  V e t e r a n , 

by Pierre Mahe.
B r it ish  So m aliland  : L ist  o f E r r o r s  and  

V a r ie t ie s  o f Ov e r p r in t  in t h e  S econd  
Issu e , w ith  N otes, by Herbert W. Hawkins.

Ne w  S to ck  B ooks.
L ist  of Old  S tam p J o u rn als, wanted to purchase 

for the Library of the Earl of Crawford. Etc.

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

A L L  U M U S E O  U N L E S S  O T H E R W IS E  S T A T E D .

B R IT IS H  P O S T  O F F IC E S  IN TH E 
T U R K IS H  E M P IR E .

1905- C u r r e n t s ta m p s o f  G rea t B r i ta in  o v erp rin ted  

l e v a n t  in  black.
s. d.

1902-3.
T R A N S V A A L .
K in g 's  H ea d . S in g le  w m k .

6 d., black and orange 
2s., black and yellow .
2S. 6d., mauve and black 
5s., black and mauve on y e llo w  
10s., black and purple on r e d

u sed

M u ltip le  w m k .

£d., yellow-green 
id., scarlet .
1 ̂ d., purple and green 
2d., green and scarlet . 
2£d., ultramarine 
3d., brown on y e llo w  .
4d., green and brown .
3d., purple and ultramarine
6d., purple .
is., green and scarlet .

S u rc h a rg e d  w ith  n e w  v a lu e  in  black.
24 piastres on 5s., carmine . • . 6 6

C H IL I.
1900-1. T y p e  16.

20 c., grey (Cat. No. 60) . . u sed  o 9

IC E L A N D .
1902. S e r v ic e  S ta m p s. T y p e  53.

16 aur, sepia and carmine . . u sed  o 5
20 ,, ,, green . . , , 0 4
50 ,, ,, mauve . . ,, o 9

NABHA.
1903. S e r v ic e  S ta m p s . K in g ’ s  H ea d .

£ a., pea-green (No. 124) . . . 0 2
1 a., carmine (No. 125) . . 0 4

P U T T IA L L A
1892. S e r v ic e  S ta m p s, Q u een 's  H ea d .

4 a., slate-green (No. 127) . . . 1 6

1903-4. S e r v ic e  S ta m p s. K in g 's  H ea d .

£ a., pea-green (No. 146) . . u sed  0 r
1 a., carmine (No. 147) . . „  0 2
3 a., orange-brown (No. 149) . • ,, 0 9
8 a., magenta . . . , 2 0

id., carmine u sed  0 1

ST A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, LT D ., 391, ST R A N D , LONDON
STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198, BROADW AY, NEW YORK
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1 9 0 5 - 6

H e w  s t a m p  C a t a l o g u e .
P O C K E T  S I Z E , in Two Volumes. N ew  E dition.

VO L. I, contains all

Postage Stamps of Great Britain and the British Colonies.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

VO L. II. contains the

Postage Stamps of the Rest of the World.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r i c e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e .  2/9.'

N oth.—T he collector will find in this Catalogue a mass of useful information given by no other Catalogue known to us. 
We divide and price separately all minor varieties o f  perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 
the value/ o f rare varieties he may possess, and which are not given in any other catalogue.

In issuing the New Edition of our Priced Catalogue, we wish to draw attention to the chief alterations made therein.
After a trial for some years o f small illustrations, we have come to the conclusion that they are not suitable for the 

le a d in g  S t a m p  C a ta lo g u e , chiefly from the fact that when they have been used in printing two or three large editions of 
this work all the fine lines wear out, with the result that, in many cases, the young collector nas had great difficulty in identi* 
fying varieties. We therefore decided to go to the great expense of inserting new and exact-sized illustrations throughout our 
Catalogue. The cost has been close upon ,£800, and we leave our readers to judge whether ihe result is not greatly superior to 
any that has hitherto been attained by similar trade lists. A comparison o f this new edition with any other catalogue will, we 
venture to think, conclusively prove that for general get-up and for beauty and clearness it far excels any previously published.

We are rather sorry to say that in order to place the large illustrations in double column it has been necessary to enlarge the 
Catalogues by about an inch, both in width and length.

In this edition also a more expensive paper is used, which being thinner than that in former use, is better adapted for bringing 
out the type and illustrations more clearly.

Messrs. GLENDINING & CO.,
Limited,

jfine Hrt, IRumtsmattc ant> philatelic auctioneers,
T H E  A R G Y L L  G A LL E R Y ,

7 s A R G Y L L  S T R E E T , R E G E N T  S T R E E T s  W .
(A d jo in in g  O x fo r d  C ircus S t a t i o n . )

Telegraphic Address: “ NULLIFIED," LONDON. Telephone No. 442k 6ERRARD.

Our NEXT SA LE of POSTAGE STAMPS
W ILL DS H ELD  ON

1 8 t h ,  1 9 t h ,  a n d  2 0 t h  S E P T E M B E R ,
A nd w ill inc lude the fine Collection form ed by C. A . A . SMITH-RYLAND, Esq.

Amongst the Rarities will be found the 3 lire, Tuscany, in unused and used states : the rare error (£ ngr., blue) of Saxony : 
Naples, £ t ., blue, Arms, and £ t ., Cross,, both unused: 2 Rs., 1852, o f Spain, unused : rare S w iss : Cape, id., blue, wood- 
blocK ; 4d., blue, woodblock, retouched variety, unused ; 4d,, woodblock, deep blue, unused : “  Post Paid ’ ’ Mauritius : B .C .A ., 
i£xo and j£*o, no wmk., mint: 4d., imperf., Ceylon : pair of id. on half js., Barbados : Great Britain, 10s., grey. wmk. Maltese 
Cross, mint, and id., black, V. R, ; St. Vincent, 4d. on i«., vermilion, 5s., rose: rare Turks Islands: N atal, gd, and is., first 
issue: and fine Australians. Catsilog'ues Ready,
Following (Sales *— --------------------------------------—-----------------------------------------

October!3, 4, 17, 18, 31; November 1, 14, 15, 28, 29; December 12, 13.

Collectors who intend to dispose of Collections are advised to make early arrangements 
to secure advantageous dates of Sale.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD,, 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



CHEAP SETS OF
Foreign Countries’ P o sta g e  Stam p s.

R EV ISED  S E R IE S  FOR 1905*
A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ' * l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

U sed .*  U n u sed  A  U sed  a n d  U n u sed .%  A l l  G u a ra ttteed  G en u in e . N o  R e p r in ts .
In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Name o f  Country, Number o f  Set, and the Price.

FRENCH CO  LO NIES —contin ued ,
S t. tfS et. S t. in Set.
x,599t Anjouao. New colours, 10, 15, 25, and 

5 0  C. .
x,6oit Benia. 1893, 4, 5, is, 20, 30, and 50 c. 
i,6os! 16941 ii a, 4, and 5 c . .
x,6o3t ,, 1 ,  a, 4, 5, 10, 15, and 25 c.
1,605! Cochin Chioa. 5 on a a ,  and two 5 on 

25 c. .
1,607! Dahomey. 1,10, 15, 25, 25, and 50 c.
1,609! D iego Suarez. 1692, 1, 2, 4, 5, and 10 •
1,6x0* 189 2 ,1 ,2 ,4 ,5  and 25 c.
x,6xzt 1894, 1, 2, 4, and 5 c. .
x,6xat 1, a, 4. 5, to, 25, 30, 40, 50,

75 c., and 1 franc
Djibouti. 1, 2, 4, s, 40, so c., and 1 franc 

(Somali Coast), 190?, 1, 2, 4,
5, to, and 15 c.

(Somali Coast), 1902, 1,2, 4, 5, r 
15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 75 c. .

French Congo. 1892, 1, a, 4, and 5 c.
1892, i, 2, 4, 5. 10. 15, 20, 25, 30 

50, 75 c ,  and x franc 
1902, 1, a, 4, 5, so, and 25 c.

French Guiana. 1892, 1, 2, 4, and 5 c.
1892, x, a, 4, 5, 15, 25, 30, 40, 50.

75 c., and 1 franc 
1900, 10, 15, 25, and 50 c.

French Guinea. 1&92, 1, 2, 4, and 5 c.
1892, 1 c. to t fr.
1900, to, t$, 25, and 50 c.

French Soudan. 1897,1, 2, 4, and 5 c.
1892, i , 2, 4, 5,10, 15, 20, and 25 C 

Grand Comoro. 189’ , 1, 2,-4, and $ c.
1899, x c. to 1 franc 
1000, 10, is , 2$, and 50 c.

Guadeloupe. 1884-91, Provisionals
1891, t, 2, St 10, and 35 c.
1892, 1, 2, 4, and 5 c. . 

tt t ,  2, 4, 5, io , *3, 25, 30, 40,
50, 75 c , and 1 franc

x,6t4t
1,615!

x,615^11

x,6x6t
x,6i7t

x 6x8t 
x,6axt 
x,6aat

1,623!
1,6*5!
x,6*6t
1,6*7!
1,6*9!
1,630!
1,63a!
1,633!
1,636!
1,6 37*
1,639!
1,640!
1.641!
1,643!
1,644!
>,645!
1,647!1,648!
*,6«!
i.6$o!
1,651*

*,653!
*t654j
*,6 55 !
2,657!

xooo, 5,10,15, 25, and 50 c.
Indian Settlements. 1893,1,2,4, and 5 c. 

1892, x c  to 1 franc. .
1000, 10,15, 25, and 50 c.

Indo China. 1889-92, Provisionals 
1892, 1, 2,4, and s c. .

„  1, 2, 4, 5, 10, 15, ao, 2;,
$0, 75c., and 1 franc 

1900, s, xo, 15, 25, and 50 c.
1892, 1, s, 10, 15, 25, 50,75 c., and 

x franc . . . .
Ivory Coast. 1892, x, 9, 4, and 5 c.

1692, 1 c. to 1 franc
1900, to, 15, 25, and £0 c. 

M adagascar and Dependencies.
x, 2,4, and 5 c.

1,658! 1896, .1 c. to 1 franc
' 1,659! *9°°t *o, 25, *5. and c.

1,6590! 290*, Provisionals, including ra:e
xo on s francs . . .

s, 66ot Unpaid. 5, 10, *0, 30, 40, 50 c.,
and x franc

i,66at Martinique. 1866^90, Provisionals 
1,663! 1890-92, Provisionals
1,664! 1892, 1, a, 4, and $ c  .
1,665! 1899,5, xo, 15, 25, tod  50 c.
t, 666t Unpaid, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 20 c. 
1,668! M ayotte. 1892,1, 2, 4, and 5 c.
1,669! 1 c. to  1 franc
1,670! 1899, to, 15, 25, and $o c.
1,67*! New Caledonia. 1881-64, Provisionals

896,

/. d.

1 2 
2 0
0 3
1 0
1 6 
1 6 
0 10 
0 9 
0  3

4 04 6
0 6

3 3 
0  3

5 0 
0 6 
0 3

5 ♦♦ 
4  ♦♦ 

*3 . .  
4 ••
3 ••
4  ••

12 ..

8 .. 
4 •> 

*3 •• 
4 -

4 ••
*3 • 
4  • <

1 6
0  3 
6 0
1 2 
6
2 
0

$
1
0
6
1 2
2 0

5  0 
X 3

4  0

FRENCH C O LO N IE S —continued .
S t. t f  Set. S t. in Set.
2,673! N ew  Caledonia. 1886-02, Provisionals, 

including inverted .
1892, x, 9, 4, and 5 c . .  *

,, 1 c. to x franc .
1900-01, 5 on a c., 5 on 4 c .( and 

new 10,15, *5, and 50 c.
1902, Provisionals, including 15 on 

75 c. and on x franc .
T903, Jubilee, t, 2, 4, 5, 5, xo, to, 

and 15 c. . .
2933, Jubilee, surcharged with new 
value . . . .

1,678* N ossi Be. 1893, 10, xo, 15, and 20 c. .
1,679! 1894, i , 2, 4, and 5 c.
1,680! 1 c. to 1 franc
t,68x! O bock. 1892, curved and straight .
*.683! „ 4. 5. 25, 25, 30, 40, 50, 75 c.,

and 1 franc . . . .
1,686! Oceanic Settlements. 1892, x, 2, 4, 

and 5 c. . . .
1892, t, t, 4, 5, xo, 20, 35,30,40,50,

75 c., and 1 franc 
1900,10,15, 25. and 50 c.

>.674!
1,675!
i.6;6t
2,677!

1,677a!

2,6771*!

1,687!

5
4 ••

23

6

8
7
4
4

*36

*.688! . . . . . .
1,690! Reunion. 1885-91, Provisionals
1,691*
1.69*1
2,693!
*,694!
*695!

1885-91, Provisionals 
1891, 1, 2, 4, 5, to, 15, and 20 c. 
1891-9), Provisionals .
1892, s, 2 ,4, and 5 c. .

», *, *. 4 , 5. 20, 25. 30, 40, 50,
75 c .  And 1 franc 
„  x, a, 4, j ,  10, is, and 5 c. 

1900, 5, xo, 15, 25, and $0 c. .
192*, Provisionals 

1,700! Ste. M arie de M adagascar, 1, 3, 4,
and 5 c .  . .

1,703! St. Pierre and Miquelon, '1885, Pro
visionals

1885, Provisionals 
1885-91 „  . . .
1891, surcharged with new value .
*3?* ,. „  larger

figures . . .
1892, 1, a, 4, and 5 c .

„  1 c. to x franc
1900, to, 15, 25, and 50 c.

2,696*
*»697t
1.698!

i .7° 4*
1,705!
1,706!
1,707*
1.708!
1.709!
1,711!
1,713* Senegal. 1887,10 on 4 c.
1,714* 1887,15 on 20 c.
1,725! 1892, x, a, 4, and 5 c. .
1,716! „ t C. to 1 franc
1,718! 1900, 5, xo, T5, 25, and 50 c.
i,7*ot Tunis, 1886 (July), i, 2, 40, and 75 c.
2.7*2!
i ,7**t

2,7*3!
i .7*4 t
2,7*5 !
1,7*6!

*73*;
*,73*;
*.733*

2,734}
*,73S!

1888 (Oct.X 1, 2, 5, 10, and 15 c..
,, „  20, 25,40, 75 c., 1 and
5 franus

i 899-t9oi, 5, 10, 15, as. and 35 c. . 
Unpaid, small holes .

„  large holes 
,, 1901-03,1,2,5,10,20,30,

v>  c., and i  franc 
Unpaid, 1921, v, 3, 5, and xoc.

*• i, >i *» 5, 20, ao, 30, 
and 50 c. .

GERMANY.
Baden. 1852-58, old square stamps

1860-02, 1, 3, 3, 6, and 6 kreuzer . 
1862-68, including rare x8 kreuzer, 

green . . .
1862-64, x, x, 6, 9, 9, and 30 kreuzer 
1868, 1, 3, 7, *nd 7 kreuzer

2 9 
0 3 
5 0

. I 6

. 2 6

. 0 9

. . 5  6

. . 0  4

6 - 
4 • 

*3 • 
4 • 
46 .
4

2) •
5 •
4 •
5 •

4 9 
0 6 
1 3 
1 0

0 3

3 6 
7 0 
6 0 
3 0

6 ■■
5 •• 
4 ••6 ••

1 
0 
5 
J

10 
12 
0 
5 
1 
2
0 10

8 6

1 9

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391. STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y . N EW  IS S U E S
TJREPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 
at the following rates, post-free:—

G t Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. a.00 m. 1.70
6 „ 3s- 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 t> 6s. 6d. . $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 . . price, post-free, 4d.
1* 2 . . all sold out.
» 3 . . price, post-free, 9d.
M 4 • » »» M 1!~
M 5 . • ,, ,, 6d.
,, 6 to current number ,, ,, 3^. each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

TH E
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

Published on the tnet day at maeh month.
S U B S C R I P T I O N S :  2 /-  p e r  A n n u m .

A ll  S u b sc rip tio n s  m u st be p r e p a id , a n d  com m ence 
w ith  th e  f ir s t  n u m b er o f  a  vo lu m e . C o llecto rs  
w h o  su b scrib e  n o w  w i ll  re c e iv e  th e  back  n u m b ers  
o f  th e c u rre n t v o lu m e . *

T H E  M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st.—A  series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stam p Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list o f all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, eta  etc.

The J u l y  number contains amongst other 
features—

New  Issu e s  an d  V a r ie t ie s . F iv e  pages.
S tam ps o f  t h e  P h ilipp in es , b y  L . H anciau. 
B r it ish  B ec bu a n a la n d  : T h e  - Ha l f p e n n y  of 

1897, by C . M cN aughtan.
M y  So u v e n ir s : R em in isc en c es  of a  V e t e r a n , 

b y  P ierre  Mah£.
B r it ish  So m a lila n d : L ist  o f  E r r o r s  an d  

V a r ie t ie s  o f  Ov e r p r in t  in  t h e  S econd  
Issu e , w ith  No tes, b y  H erb ert W . H aw kins. 

N ew  S to c k  Books.
L ist  o f  Old  S tam p  J o urn als, w anted to purchase 

for the L ib ra ry  o f  the E a r l o f  C raw fo rd . Etc.

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

A L L  U N U S E D  U N L E S S  O T H E R W IS E  S T A T E D .

CH IN A.
1894/01904. Various issues. New prices.

Cat. Unused. Used
No. s. d. s. tt
23a. 5 c., orange . . 0 9 - . —
24. 5 c., orange-yellow . I 6 .. . -
39. 8 c. on 6 c., red-brown . I 0 .. . —

121a. J  c., pale brown . 0 2 .. . —
122. \ c., deep brown . 0 2 .. . 0
125. 2 c., orange-red 0 6 .. . 0
127. 5 c., salmon . 0 9 . 0
130. 30 c., rose-red I 0 .. . 1
143. 10 c., yellow-green . . 0

H O LLA N D .
1905. Type 13.

10 gulden, orange . . . 21 o

JA M A IC A
1903-4. Type 14. Variety with error in motto 

under Arms, SER.ET fo r  serviet.

id., carmine, in a corner block of eight
stamps, with margin and plate number 2 9

S E Y C H E L L E S .
1903. King's Head. Single wmk.

2 c., chestnut and green 0 1
3 c., green . . . . O 1
6 c., carmine . . . . O 2

12 c., grey-brown and dull green O 3
1 $ c., ultramarine . . . . O 4
18 c., sage-green and carmine 0 5
30 c., violet and dull green . 0 7
45 c., brown and carmine . 0 10
75 c., yellow and violet 5
1 r. 50 c., grey-black and carmine . 2 S
2 r. 25 c., mauve and green . 4 0

S W IT Z E R L A N D .
1905. New wmk. Perf. 1 1^x1 1 ,

30 c., chestnut-brown 0

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON
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R e ®  S t a m p  C a t a l o g u e .
P O C K E T  S I Z E , in Tttio Volumes, N ew  E dition.

VOL. I. contains all

Postage Stamps of Great Britain and the British Colonies.
N O W  R E A D Y . P rice  2/6 ; p os t-fr ee . 2/9.

VOL. It. contains the

Postage Stamps of the Rest of the World.
N O W  R E A D Y . P rice  2/6 ; p os t-fr ee , 2/9.

N o ts, —The collector will find in this Catalogue a mass of useful information given by no other Catalogue known to us. 
We divide and price separately all-minor varieties of perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 
the value o f rare varieties he may possess, and which are not given in any other catalogue.

In issuing the New Edition of our Priced Catalogue, we wish to draw attention to the chief alterations made therein.
After a trial for some years o f small illustrations, we have come to the conclusion that they are not suitable for the 

h a d in g  S t a m p  C a ta lo g u e , chiefly from the fact that when they have been used in printing two or three large editions of 
this work all the fine lines wear out, with the result that, in many cases, the young collector has had great difficulty in identi* 
fying varieties. W e therefore decided to go to the great expense of inserting new and exact*sized illustrations throughout our 
Catalogue. The cost has been close upon ^800, and we leave our readers to judge whether the result is not greatly superior to * 
any that has hitherto been attained by similar trade lists. A comparison of this new edition with any other catalogue will, we 
venture to think, conclusively prove that for general get-up and for beauty and clearness it far excels any previously published.

We are rather sorry to say that in order to place the large illustrations in double column it has been necessary to enlarge the 
Catalogues by about an inch, both in width and length.

In this edition also a more expensive paper is used, which being thinner than that in former use, is belter adapted for bringing 
out the type and illustrations more clearly.

Messrs. GLENDINING & CO.,
Limited,

jfine Hrt, Wumismatic ant> philatelic auctioneers,
T H E  A R G Y L L  G A L L E R Y ,

7 ,  A R G Y L L  S T R E E T ,  R E G E N T  S T R E E T ,  W .
(Adjoining Oxford Circus Atatlon.)

Telegraphic Addresa : “ NULUFiEO,” LOUDON. Telephone No. 4424 GERRARD.

Our NEXT SA LE of POSTAGE STAM PS
WILL BB HELD ON

1 8 t h ,  1 9 t h ,  a n d  2 0 t h  S E P T E M B E R ,
A nd  w il l  inc lude the fine Collection form ed by C. A . A . SNUTH-RYLAND. Esq.

Amongst the Rarities will be found the 3 lire, Tuscany, in unused and used states: the rare error (4 ngr., blue) of Saxony : 
Naples, A t., blue, Arms, and £ t., Cross.̂  both unused: 7 Rs., 185a, of Spain, unused : rare Swiss : Cape, id., blue, wood
block ; 40., blue, woodblock, retouched variety, unused ; 4d.t woodblock, deep blue, unused : ** Post Paid " Mauritius: B.C.A., 
£10 and £ 7 0 , do wink., mint: ad., imperf., Ceylon: pair of id. on half ss., Barbados: Great Britain, 10s., grey. wmk. Maltese 
Cross, mint, and id., black, V. R .: St. Vincent, 4d. on is., vermilion. 55., ro»e: rare Turks Islands: Natal, 9d. and is., first 
issue: and fine Australians. Catalogues Ready,

Following Sales:— ‘ ---------------------------------------------------------
October ,3, 4, 17, 18, 31; November 1, 14, 15, 28, 29; December 12, 13.

Collectors who intend to dispose of Collections are advised to make early arrangements 
to secure advantageous dates of Sale.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly.
T> R E P A ID  subscriptions must commence with the 
1  current number, and can be for 3, 6, or ia months

at the following rates, post-free:—

G t  Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S .A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 

Spain.
Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6 .. 3s* 3*L 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3 .25

„ 6s. 6d. . $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

B A C K  N U M B E R S .
W e  have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies o f Nos. 3  and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable b y those 
who order promptly.

No. . price, post-free, 4d.
H 2 . all sold out.
»» 3 . price, post-free, 9d.
»  4 „  ,,  1/-
»» 5 „  „  6d.
,, 6 to current number „  ,,  3<?.each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

THEMonthly Journal.
Edited by Major E. B . E V A N S .

Published on the lost day if  lieti month. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /-  per Annum.

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
o f the current volume. •

T H E  Monthly Jou rn a l is chiefly intended for 
Stam p Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
ist .—A  series o f entirely O riginal Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters of the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stam p Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list o f all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. eta

The J u l y  number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  I s s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . F ive pages.
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L . Hanciau. 
B r it is h  B e c h u a n a l a n d  : T h e  H a l f p e n n y  o f  

1897, by C . McNaughtan.
M y  S o u v e n ir s : R e m in is c e n c e s  o f  a  V e t e r a n , 

b y  P ierre  M ahe.
B r it is h  S o m a l il a n d  : L i s t  o f  E r r o r s  a n d  

V a r i e t ie s  o f  Ov e r p r i n t  in  t h e  S e c o n d  
I s s u e , w it h  NOTES, b y  H erb ert W . H awkins, 

N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s .
L is t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , w anted to purchase 

for the L ib rary  of the Earl o f C raw fo rd . E t a

N E W  IS S U E S
A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .

IL L  UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATES.

C H IN A .
1894 to 1904. Various issues. New prices.

Cat. 
No. 
2 3 a. S c., orange .

Unused.
s. d.

. 0 9 . .

L >al. 
s. d.

2 4 . 5 c., orange-yellow . I 6 .. —
3 9 . 8 c. on 6 c., red-brown I 0 .. —

121a. J  c., pale brown 0 2 ..
122. ^ c., deep brown . 0 2 .. 0 I
1 2 5 . 2 c., orange-red 0 6 .. 0 1
1 2 7 . 5 c., salmon . . 0 9  •• 0 1
1 3 0 . 30 c., rose-red 1 0-.. 1 0
1 4 3 . 10 c., yellow-green O 3

H O L L A N D .
1905. Type 13.

10 gulden, orange . . . 21 o

JA M A IC A .
1903-4. Type 14. Variety with error in motto 

under Arms, S E R . E T  fo r  SER  VIET.

id., carmine, in a corner block of eight 
stamps, with margin and plate number 2 9

S E Y C H E L L E S .
1903. King's Head. Single wmk.

2 c., chestnut and green . 0 1
3 c., green . 0 I
6 c., carmine . 0 2

12 c., grey-brown and dull green . 0 3

15 c., ultramarine . . 0 4

18 c., sage-green and carmine . 0 5

30 c., violet and dull green . . 0 7

45 c., brown and carmine . 0 10
75 c., yellow and violet . t 5

I r. 50 c., grey-black and carmine . . 2 8

2 r. 25 c., mauve and green . . 4 0

S W I T Z E R L A N D .
1905. New wmk. Perf. 1 x 11.

30 c., chestnut-brown . . . o 5-

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D .,  391, S TR A N D , L O N D O N
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N E W  Y O R K
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Rcu) Stamp Catalogue.
POCKET SIZE, in Two Volumes. N ew  Edition*

VOL. 1. contains all

Postage Stamps of Great Britain and tbe British Colonies.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r ice  2/6 ; p o s t-fr ee , 2/9.

VOL. I L  contains the

Postage Stamps of tbe Rest, of tbe World.
N O W  R E A D Y . P r ice  2/6 ; p o s t-fr e e . 2/9.

N o t e . —'The collector will find In this Catalogue a  mass o f u sefu l information given by  no other Catalogue knowo to us. 
We divide and p rice  se p a ra te ly  a ll minor varieties o f perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 
the va lu e  o f rare varieties he may possess, and which are not given in any other catalogue.

In issuing the N ew  Edition o f our Priced Catalogue, we wish to draw attention to the ch ief alterations made therein.
After a  trial for some years of small illustrations, we have come to the conclusion that they are not suitable for the 

lending Stamb Catalogue, chiefly from the fact that when they have been used in printing two or three large editions o f 
this work all the fine lines wear out, with tbe result that, in many cases, the young collector has had great difficulty in identi
fying varieties. W e therefore decided lo g o  to the great expense o f inserting new and exact-sized illustrations throughout our 
Catalogue. T h e cost has been close upon ;£8oo, and we leave our readers to jo d ge  whether the result is not greatly superior to * 
any that has hitherto been attained by similar trade lists. A  comparison o f this new edition with any other catalogue will, we 
venture to think, conclusively prove that for general get-np and for beauty and clearness it far excels any previously published.

We are rather sorry to say that in order to place the large illustrations in double column it has been necessary to enlarge the 
Catalogues by about an inch, both in width and leogth.

In this edition also a  more expensive paper is used, which being thinner than that in former use, is belter adapted for bringing 
out the type and illustrations more clearly.

M e s s r s .  G L E N D I N I N G  &  C O . ,
Limited,

J f i n e  H i t ,  ‘n u m i s m a t i c  ant> p h i l a t e l i c  a u c t i o n e e r s ,

T H E  A R G Y L L  G A L LE R Y,
7, A R G Y L L  ST R E E T , R E G E N T  S T R E E T , W.

(A d jo in in g  O x fo rd  C ir c u s  S t a t i o n .)

Telegraphic Address: “ NULLIFIED,” LONDON. Telephone No. 4424 GERRARO.

O u r  NEXT SALE o f  POSTAGE STAMPS
WILL BE HELD OH

1 8 t h ,  1 9 t h ,  a n d  2 0 t h  S E P T E M B E R ,
And will Include Hie fine Collection formed by C. A. A. SMfTH-RYLANB. Esq.

Amongst the Rarities will be found the 3 lire, T u sca n y , in unused and used states : the rare error (}  ngr., blue) o f S a x o n y  : 
N ap les, 4 t ., blue, Arms, and £ t ., Cross, both unused: 2 Rs., 1852, o f S p ain , unused : rare S w i s s : C ap e , id .,b lu e , wood
block; 4a., blue, woodblock, retouched variety, unused ; 4d., woodblock, deep blue, unused: “ Post Paid "  M a u r it iu s : B .C .A .,  
j£xo and £20 , no wink., mint: ad., imperf., C eylo n  : pair of sd. on half 5s., B a r b a d o s : G r e a t  B rita in , tos.,grey. wink. Maltese 
Cross, mint, and id ., black, V. R. : S t . V in cen t, ad. on is ., vermilion. 5s., ro?e: rare T u r k s  Is la n d s : N a ta l, 9d. and x$., first 
issue; and fine A u stra lia n s . Catalogues Ready.
Following' Sales - --------------------------------

October, 3. 4, 17, 18, 31; November 1, 14, 15, 28, 29; December 12, 13.
Collectors who intend to dispose o f Collections are advised to make early arrangements 

to secure advantageous dates of Sale.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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CHEAP SETS OF

Foreign Countries’ P ostage Stam ps.
R E V I S E D  S E R I E S  F O R  1 9 0 5 .

A r r a n g e d  in  t h e  o r d e r  o p  S t a n l e y  G ib b o n s ’  l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

Used.* UnuscdA Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rd erin g  it is only n e cessary  to quote N am e o f  C ountry, N u m b er o f  S e t , and the Price.

A',, ,/s*. G E R M A N Y  —continued.
No. in  Set. s. d.

* .73«t
1 i737f

*.73»*

*.739*
1.740*
l.74»*
».74»*

■  743t
*.744*
*.74S*
*,746*
*■ 747*
*,74*t

*,74*t

*.7S»t

*.7S*t
*.7S»t

*.753*

*.754t

*.7S5t

*.7S»t
*.7S7t

*.759*

I,760*

1.781*

1.78a!

*.783*
*,784*
1 »7® 5t

* .7* 7*

i,7« t

«.77ot
*.77«*

1 773*

*.77St

*.776*

**777*
*.778!

*.779*
*.7*o*
»,7*i*
1,78a*
*»7*3*
*»7®4*

B ad en . Rural Post, t, 3, and 12  kreuzer. 
B a v a r ia . 1849-58, 1, 3, 6, 9 , 1 2 ,  and 18 

kreuzer . ♦
1849-58, including 1 kreuzer, rose, 

and t Ijreuzer, yellow 
1849-58, 12 , 12 . 18, and 18 kreuzer 
1867-68, 1 , 3, 6, 6, and 7 kreuzer . 
18 7 0 -7 3 ,1, 6. 7 ,9 , io, and 18 kreuzer 

,, including 18 kreuzer and
1 mark . . . .

1875, *, 3, 7. 10 , and t8 kreuzer
,, 1 ,  3, 10 , and 18 kreuzer .

1876-79, 3, 3, 5, and to pfennig 
,, including 1 and 2 marks . 

1881 „  „  ,,
1886-1900, 2, 3, 3, 5, 5, to, 20, 25, 

and 50 pfennig
1688-1970, including 30, 40, 50, 

and 80 pfennig
X900-1, 2. 5. >0, 20, 30, 40, 50, 

and 80 pfennig .
1900-1, i ,  a, 3 , and 5 marks 
Unpaid, including various issuesand 

watermarks
Unpaid, including various issues and 

watermarks
Telegraphs, 10, 20, a s , 40, and 80 

pfennig, 1 , 2, and 4 marks 
B erg e d o rf. 1861, 4, i ,  x£, 3, and 4 

schillioe . . . .
B ro o sw ic k . Including old issues . 
H am bu rg . Imp. »$, roul. x j, perf. 4. t, 

a, 2 }. 4, 7, and 9 schilling 
H an o ver, 18 5 1-55 , X guter-groschen,

Vn* A .  A  thaler
1856- 64, including three with net
work . . .

L u b eck . Including tst type 4, x, 2 and
4 schilling . . . .

M e c k le o b u rr-S tre lit* . 4, 1 ,  1 ,  a,
and 3  stlbergroschen 

O ldenburg, ioclnding three issues .
1862, 4, 4, x, 2, and 3 groschen 

P r u ss ia  1850-56, 4, pfennig, x, 2, and
3  stlbergroschen

1857- 60, including 1, 2, and 3, solid 
background

1861-65, .3. 4» and 6 pfennig, x, 2, 
and 3 silbergroschen . .

1867, i ,  3, 6, and 9 kreuzer 
S a x o n y . 1651-56, 3 pfennig, 4, 4. and

2 groschen , . . .
1863, 3 pfennig, 4, x, 2, 3, and 3 neu

groschen . . .
Schleswig-Holstein, including several 

issues , . .
T h o rn  a n d  T a x is .  1852-58, 4. *, 1, 2,

and 3 silbergroschen.
1859-65, including rare 
1 859~^4» 4, 4, 3. 3, 5, and xo ailber- 

grosenen .  . . .
*865, J ,  4,4, t , a, and 3 silbergroschen 
1867, i 4 , 4 , i , } ,  and 3 silbergroschen 
18 5 2 -5 8 ,1 , 3* 3, 6, and 9 kreuzer . 
1859, *» 3. b» 15* and 30 kreuzer. . 
1859-62, 3 , 6 ,9 , 15 , and 30 kreuzer. 
1865-67, including rouletted on 

plain and coloured .

3 • . 0 6

6 . . 18 6

8 . . 1 0
. 12 0

5 ■ . 2 0
6 . . 3 6

. 0 10
6 . . 0 9
4 • . 2 6

. & 0
10 . . 2 0
8 . . 0 8

9 • . 2 3

*4 • . I 4

8 . . 3 0
4 ♦ . 13 0

8 . . 1 9

4 • . 0 6

8 . . 0 6

. 6 0
7 ♦ . 3 0

9 • . 3 0

5 ♦ . 6 6

8 . . 7 6

7 • . 8 0

6 . . 27 6
6 . . 66 0
5 • . 6 6

4 • . 60 0

7 • . 4 0

6 . . 3 0
4 • . 4 0

4 • . 25 0

6 . . 0 8

5 • . 13 0

. 1 9
7 • . 6 0

6 . . 7 6
6 . . 4 6
6 . . 1 2
5 *. 1 0
5 • . 10 6
5 *. 6 0

8 . . 2 6

N o. o f Set.
G E R M A N Y  —continued.

N o. in  Stt. 1  4-
1,785* W u rtem b e rg . 1851-60, rouletted on 

several issues
1,786* 1861-68, including several issues .
z 787* 1869-74, 1 , t, 3, 7, 9, and 14  kreuzer
1.788! ,, 1 ,  1 ,  1 ,  3, 7 ,and 9 kreuzer.
1.789! 1875-79, 3, 5, io , 20, and 50 pfennig
1,790* „  3, 5, 10, 20, 50, 50 pfennig,

and 2 m ark . . . .
1,79 1* 1890-93,2, 3 ,5 ,25 ,4 0 , and 50 pfennig
1,79** ; •  *t 3» 5, 25, 30, 40, and 50

pfennig . . . .
1,793! M unicipal, 2, 3. 5, and 25 pfennig .
1.794* »» ' 2, 3 ,5 ,5 ,  and 10 pfennig
2.7951 Official, 1881-82, 3, 5, 10 , 20, 25,

and 50 pfennig
1,796! Official, 1890-1900, 3 , 5, 25, 50

pfennig, and 1 mark .
1,7964* Official, including both Issues
1,797! N o rth  G erm an  C on federation . 1868-69, 

including tst issues and scarce 
1,798* Including 1st issues and scarce
1,7991 Official, 1870, 4* 4, it it &nd 2

groschen . . .
i,8oot Officials and Hamburg Local
x,8oxt A ls a c e  and L o rra in e . 1 , 2, 4. 5, 10, 

and ao c. . .
1,80s* $, 10, xo, and 20 c.
1,803! G erm an  E m p ire . 1872, J ,  10 , aod 30 

groschen, x and 2 kreuzer
1,805! 1872, 4, i, it i ,  a, and 5 groschen .
z,8o6t »» ». ai. 3* 7, 9, 9, »nd 18  kreuzer
1,807* „  including scarce 24 and 9 

kreuzer . . .
i,8o6t 1875-8 0 ,3 ,3 , 5, 20,25, and 50pfennig
1,809* „  including 2 marks
x,Sxot 1889-90, a, 3, 5, to, 30, 25, and so 

pfennig . . .
1 ,8 ixt 1900, 2, 3, 5, 10, ao, 25, 30, 40, 

50, and 80 pfennig
i.B ia t „  x, 2, 3, and 5 marks
1,813* 1899-1900, including 40, 50, and 80 

ptennig, and 1 mark .
1,814* 1902, 2, 3, 5, 10 ,20 , and 25 pfennig .
18 140 ! h 30, 47* So, 80 pfennig, and

x mark . . .
1 ,8 15 ! Foreign Pott Offices. C hina. 1897, 3, 

5, xo, ao, 25, and 50 pfennig .
1,8 16 1 C hin a. 1900, 3, 5, 10 , 22, 25, 32 ,

and 42 pfennig
1,8 17 ! M orocco. 1899, 3, 5, xo, 20, 25,

and 50 pfennig
x,8t8f M orocco. 1900, 3, $, 10 , 29, 25,

30. 40, 50, aod 80 pfennig 
1,8 19 ! M o ro c c o .- 1900, x, 24, 3 ) , and

pesetas . . . .
i,8so* T n rk ish  E m p ir e  1884, to and 22

paras, x, i 4, and 24 piastres . 
t ,8 s i*  T u rk ish  E m p ire . 18 8 9 .10  and 20

paras, 1 ,  t 4. and 24 piastres . 
i,8as* T u rk ish  E m p ire . 1869, xo and 20

para«, x, t4, and >4 piastres . 
1,803* T u rk ish  E m p ire , xgoo, xo and 20

paras, x, 14, x4, a, *4, and 4 
piastres . .

1 , Sad! T u rk ish  E m p ire . 1900, 5, xo, 15,
and 25 piastres

3 9
1 9
3 6 

10 0 
3 9

1 0 
1 8

0 6
2 0
0 9

3 6

3 3
1 0

6 0 
1 2

2 0 
2 0

17 6
1 9

4 0 
1 0
2 6

2 6 
3 6
0 9

1 6

3 6 
13 6

1 0 
1 0

5 .  3 9

6 . 2 3

7 . 2 °

6 . 1 9
3 9 

. 13 6 

. 5 3 

. 1 « 

. 1 0

. 3 9 

. 13 «

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 39*. STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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N o .  1 2 .  (C W iol*  No. ST.) 1 6  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 0 5 .

G i b b o n s  
S t a m p  W e e k l y

E d i t e d  b y  E d w a r d J L N a n k i v e l l .

• C o n ten ts®

. T H E  C O U N T R IE S  O F T H E  W O R L D :
A U S T R IA , By Edward d. NankiveU , , . ,77

. W A T E R M A R K S . By Rev. T. C. Walton. M.A. . . ,&>

. IN G L E-N O O K  Y A R N S : The ss c. British Guiana.
By S. 0 . Collins .  . . 18s

. G O S S IP  O F  T H E  HOUR. By Cornelius Wrinkle. 
Cancellations-Cancelled in Pen and ink—Fiscal 
v. Postal Cancellations—Chalk-surfaced Paper— 
Already in U se—The Fate of Surcharges—That 
Programme!—The Minor Variety . . . 185

. T H A T  B U T C H E R -B O Y ! By W. E. /meson . .,8 6

i. N E W  I S S U E S  : Colonial Stamp Paper— Bechuana- 
land—Cyprus—Dutch Indies—Japan—Sierra Leone 187

. M IS C E L L A N E O U S  : A  Vanished Treasure — 
Public Pigeon Post—Letters of Nations—Chalk- 
surfaced Paper—A  Curious Letter—James Chalmers 
v. Rowland Hill . . . . . 188

I. T H E  S T A M P  K IN G . By Q. de Beauregard and H. 
de Gor&se, Translated from the French by Edith C. 
Phillips . . . . . T  189

1. P H IL A T E L IC  S O C IE T IE S  : Durban and Dis
trict-Junior . . . . . . tpx

l. T H E  S T A M P  M A R K E T . By An Odd Lot . . 191

. E D IT O R IA L  N O T E S . . - 19a

L O U R  P H IL A T E L IC  D I A R Y : September . . 191
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly, N E W  IS S U E S
P  R E P A I D  su b sc r ip tio n s  m u st c o m m e n c e  w ith  th e  
*  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r, a n d  ca n  b e  fo r  3 ,  6 , o r  t a  m on ths 

at th e  fo llo w in g  ra tes , p o s t- fr e e :—

G L  B rita in  
a n d

C o lo n ies .

; u . s . a .
• a n d  
C a n a d a .

F r a n c e , 
I t a ly ,  o r  

S p a in .
G e rm a n y .

3  m o n th s is .  8d . ! 40  c . fo . 2 .0 0 m . 1.7 0

6 „ 3s - 3d - I 80 c . fc . 4 .00 «*• 3*25
*2 „ 6s. 6d . 1 $ 1 .6 0

I
fc . 8 .00 m . 6 .50

BACK NUMBERS.
W e  h a v e  g o t  b a c k  a  fe w  re tu rn s  fro m  A g e n ts ,  a n d  

a re  n o w  a b le  to  q u o te  p r ic e s  fo r  s o m e  o f  th e  s c a rc e  
e a r ly  n u m b e rs , b u t  o n ly  a  fe w  c o p ie s  o f  N o s . 3  a n d  4  
a re  in  h an d , a n d  -they w ill b e  o n ly  o b ta in a b le  b y  th o se  
w ho o r d e r  p ro m p tly .

No. 1 
>1 2 
.» 3 
»  4 
.t  5
, ,  6 to  c u r re n t  n u m b e r  , ,  , ,  3< f.each .

In  G r e a t  B r ita in  it w ill b e  c h e a p e r  fo r  o u r  re a d e rs  
to o r d e r  G. S . W. fro m  th e ir  n e a re s t  N e w sa g e n t  o r  
S ta t io n e r , o r  fro m  th e  R a ilw a y  B o o k s ta ll. T h is  w ill 
sa v e  p ostA ge, a n d  th e  p a p e r  w ill b e  d e l iv e r e d  fiat, in 
ste a d  o f  fo ld ed  as it w o u ld  b e  i f  p o ste d . ^

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL UHUSEO UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

I t
1 g- 
ag-
4 g- 
8g. 

16  g.

I fr
i g  
* g 
ag-
4 g
8 g  

16  g.

, green 
, red 
, blue 
t brown 
, claret 
, lilac 
, black

green 
red 

, blue 
brown 
claret 

, lilac 
black

A B Y S S IN IA .
1401. Surcharged in blue.

190a. Surcharged

X905. Provisional.
. price, post-free, 4d. 20 on t g., blue (No. 61) . . . t 9
. all sold out 40 „  2 g., brown (No. 63) . . . s 0
. price, post-free, 9c?.
• *» 1/- 

6d.

80 ,, 4 g., claret (No. 6s) 
1.60 „  8 g ., lilac (No. 67)

. . 2 6 
. • 3 6

3.so „  16 g., blade (No. 68) . . 5 0

Used
s . d
*  9

4 6
h blue-black.

Reduced prices.

B O L I V I A .
1901-4. Type aa and type 19 redrawn. 

, blue (No. 103) . . . .
, claret (No. 106) . . .

G W A L I O R .
1905. King's Head.

2} a., ultramarine
I T A L Y .

THEMonthly Journal.
Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

Published on the loot dap ot oaoh mdtith.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /*» p e r  A n n u m .

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the firs t number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
o f the current volume.

T H E  Monthly Jou rn al is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1 s t —A  series o f entirely O riginal Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stam p Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list of all N ew Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J uly number contains am ongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . F iv e  p a g e s .
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  b y  L .  H a n c ia u . 
B r i t i s h  B e c h u a n a l a n d  :  T h e  H a l f p e n n y  o p  

189 7, b y  C .  M c N a u g h ta n .
M y  S o u v e n i r s :  R e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  a  V e t e r a n ,

b y  P ie r r e  M ah £.
B r i t i s h  S o m a l i l a n d :  L i s t  o f  E r r o r s  a n d  

V a r i e t i e s  o f  O v e r p r i n t  i n  t h e  S e c o n d  
I s s u e ,  w i t h  N o t e s , b y  H e r b e r t  W .  H a w k in s . 

N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s .
L i s t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  J o u r n a l s , w a n te d  to  p u rc h a se  

fo r  th e  L ib r a r y  o f  th e  E a r l  o f  C r a w fo r d . E tc .

1905. Provisional.
15 c. on 20 c., orange

P O R T U G A L .
<904. Unpaid Letter Stamps. 

5 r ., brown . . . .  
to r., red-orange
aor., violet . . . .
30 r., green . . . .
50 r., carmine . . . .  

100 r., blue . . . .
1900-04. Rifle Cbtb Stamps.

1900. Green and brown .
1901. Orange and blue .
190a. Buff and carmine .
1903. Orange and green
1904. Carmine and drab

. • o 3

Used o 1
© '

,, © *
© 3

•• 0 l
„  0 6

• o 9
. O 9
. 0 9
. °  9
. o 9

Q U E E N S L A N D .
1887-9. Wmk. Crown and Q. Per/. ia .

id., vermilion-red . . Used 0 6
SO U TH A U S T R A L I A .

Cat. iooa-4. New and Revised Prices.
No. , Unused. Used.
290. 9d., lilac-rose . . — 4 J
291. is., dull browo . . — 3 6
291a. is., chocolate : _ 6 0
297. 9d.,lake . . — 0 8
302. ios., green 6 0
304. 8d., ultramarine 0 6
306. Cancel used price.
311. 3d., olive-green . 0 5 . . 0 5
312. 4d., orange-red 0 6
813. Cd., blue-greeo . . — 0 8
314. 9d., idee . . — 0 4
318. 9d., brown-lake . . — i o-
322. 5s., carmine . . — 6 0
324. xd., scarlet . . 1 0 —
327. ad., bright violet . . — 0 1

V E N E Z U E L A
Various issues. Revised Prices.

10. 4 r,, yellow . . — 0 6
37. •  r,, yellow . . 0 5 . . 0 8
88. I r., orange . 0 5 . . a 8

198. as c., orange . . a 0 ..

ST A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391, STRAND , LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N E W  Y O R K
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Agencies for tbe Sale o f Publications
We are often asked by Clients out of London for the addresses 
of Agents who carry stocks of our Albums, Catalogues, Hand
books, etc., and therefore beg to state that any of the following 
Firms will supply whatever may be wanted in this way :—

BIRMINGHAM.—D. & M. DAVIS,'2 & 3 Livery Street.
MANCHESTER.—D. OSTARA, 24 Corporation Street."
LIVERPOOL.—TAYLOR BROS., Oxford Chambers, 71 Lord Street. 
LEEDS.—W. K. SKIPWITH, 112 Albion Street.
GLASGOW.—J. V. CHISHOLM, 122 West Nile Street.
EDINBURGH—A. BROWN, 36B Lauriston Place.
BRADFORD.—W. E. WHITE, 5 Manor Terrace, Manningham. 
BRIGHTON.—G. C. STEPHENS, 60 Preston Street.
BRISTOL.—SOMERSET STAMP Co., 5 Park Street.

B B S

NEW YORK.—STANLEY GIBBONS, Incd., 198 Broadway.
BOSTON.—F. P. BROWN, 333 Washington Street.
CHICAGO.—UNITED STAMP Co., Marquette Building.
SAN FRANCISCO.—SELLSCHOPP & Co., 118 Stockton Street. 
WASHINGTON—H. F. COLMAN, 725 Eleventh N.W.

E  E  E

MONTREAL.—CENTURY STAMP Co., P.O. Box 188.
E  E  B

BUENOS AYRES.—ROBERTO ROSAUER, Rivadavia 522.
E E S

PARIS.—JULES BERNICHON, 4 Rue Rochambeau.
BERLIN.—PHILIPP KOSACK, 8 Burgstrasse, C. 2.
VIENNA.—RUDOLPH FRIEDL, 6 Herrengasse, I.

E  E  B

JOHANNESBURG.—ADOLF SONN, P.O. Box 2619 and 26 Loveday Street 
CAPE TOWN.—T. MASKEW-MILLER, 96 Adderley Street.
BOMBAY.—D. B. TARAPOREVALA, SONS, & Co., Meadow Street Fort 
SINGAPORE.—C. A. RIBEIRO & Co., 3 Battery Road.
HONG KONG—GRACA & Co., 58 Peel Street.
SYDNEY.—J. H. SMYTH & Co., 88 King Street.
MELBOURNE.—C. B. DONNE, 346 Little Collins Street.
BRISBANE.—W. H. ROBINSON, 213 Queen Street.
LAUNCESTON.—COCHRANE BROS., St. John’s Street.
ADELAIDE.—W. L. PECK, Flinders Street.
DUNEDlk, N.Z.—WILCOX SMITH & Co., P.O. Box 17. 
WELLINGTON, N.Z.—A. J. BENNETT, 104 Manners Street

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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CHEAP SETS OF

Foreign Countries’ P ostage Stam ps.
R E V I S E D  S E R I E S  F O R  1 9 0 5 .

A rran ged  in  t h e  order of S t a n le y  G ibbons’  la st  P riced  Catalogue.

Used.* Unused1+ Used and Unused.$ A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Nam e o f  Country, N um ber"of Set, and the Price.

G E R M A N  C O L O N I E S .
I ft . */ Stt.  He. in  S it. J . 4.
t,8a6! C am erooos. 1897, 3, 5, 10 , and 20

pfennig . . . . 4
1,828! 1900, 1 , 2, 3, and 5 marks , . 4
1,830! C aro lin e  Is lan d s. 1899, 3, 5, 10, 20,

25, and 50 pfennig . . . 6
1 ,8 3 1!  1900. 3. 5, 10 , 20, 25, 30, 40, 50,

a n d  8 0  p fe n n ig  . . . 9
G erm an  E a s t  A frica . 1893, 5, zo, and

25 pesas . . . 3
*•83$! 1896, 2, 3, 5, 10 , and 25 pesas. 5
1,836! >900, 2, 3, 5, 10, 15 , 20, a$, and

40 pesas . .
1,838! G erm an  N e w  G u in ea. 1897, 3, 3 . 5 

10, 20, and 25 pfennig
1,84a! G erm an  S o u th -W e s t  A fr ica . 1897, 3 

5, and 20 pfennig
1,843! >898, 3, 5, to, 20, and so pfeonig
* 844! 1900, 3, 5, zo, 20, 25. 30, 40, 50,

and 80 pfennig 
1,845! 1000,
1,847! K iau tchow .

1000, 1 ,  2, 3, and 5 marks 
ten ow . 1900, 3, 5, 10 , 2 

40, 50, and 80 pfennig
X900, 3, $, 10 , 20, 25, 30

40, 50. ‘ ‘  .
1,848! >900, 1 , 3, 3, and s marks
1,850! M arian n e  Is lan d s. 3, 5, to, 20, 25, 30 

40, 50, and 80 pfennig 
1 ,8 5 1! z, a, 3, and 5 marks .
1,853! M arsh a ll Is lan d s. 1897, 3, ; ,  to, 20 

25. and 50 pfennig
1,854! 1899, 3 , 5 ,10 , 20, 23, and 50 pfennig
« , • » !  1900,3, 5 , 1 0 ,  20 ,25, 30, 40, 50, and

80 pfennig .
. , * 9«  „  1920, i ,  2, 3 , and s marks
1,858! S a m o a . 1900, 3, 5, 10 , 20, 35 , and 50, 

pfennig
1,899! 1900, 3, 5, io , 20, 25, 32, 40, 50

and 80 pfennig .
i,86z! T o g a  1897, 3, s , 10, 20, 35 , and 50

pfennig
* , * 3t >930* 3, 5, zo, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50,

and 80 pfennig
1,864! 1900, z, 2, 3, and 5 marks

GREECE.
3, 5, 10, 40, and 60 lepta1,870!

*,871*
2,87a*
l . » 73*
. , • » *
i ,* 75*

1,87**

:S0
,,« * !*
. , 8 » . t

1.883*

1884*
i,«*S>
.,888*

I.'SI
1.889!
1,890!

1863-79, >1 
1862-75, including'scarce 40 and 80 lepta 
*1862-79, i*4«r issues 
1682-94, including perf. and roul. 
i 83a-86 „  30 lepta, blue.
18 8 6 -9 1,1 ,2 , 5 ; 10, 50, and 50 lepta .

„  including two 1 drachma 
' 1889-99, t. 1 ,  1 , 2 ,5 ,  to, to, to, 25, 25, and 

40 lepta
1889-99, including t drachma

„  perf., 1 ,3 ,  9, s, 10 ,25 , and 40lepta 
»» 1, ** 5. $, 10 , 20, 20, 25, 40 lepta,

and 1 diftchma.
1896, Olympic Games, r, 3. 5 and 10 lepta 

1, «« 20,25,40,60, lepta,
and 1 drachma '.

1896, Olympic Games. 1 ,  a, 5, 10, 20, 10  
lepta, aod t drachma 

1900, Provisionals, imperf.
•1 P«f*

„  on old type, imperf
»» *• . p erf
M A .M .
M on Olympic, 5, 2$, so

lepta, 1  and s drachma! .

1  2 
13 6

6 0

3 6

2 6
1 9

3 6

2  9

1 6
2  9

3 6 
13  6

3 6 
13  6

3 6 
13  6

20 0 
6 6

3 6 
13  6

3 0

3 $

3 0

3 6 
13  6

8 6 
3 0
3
2
3
4 
1

5 
1  
1

1
0

6

0
3
4 
1  
4 
8

10

6

G R E E C E —continued.
No. o f  S tt. No. in  S tt.
1 ,8 9 1! 19 31, 1, 2, 3, 3, 5, zo, 20, 25, 33, 40, and 50

lepta . . . . 1 1 . .
1,893* >90*. >1 a, 3. 5, >0, 20, 2$, 40, 50 lepta, and

t drachma . . . . 10 .•
1,894! Unpaid, 1875, small letters, t, 2, 5, 5, 60,

and 70 lepta . . 6 ..
1,895! Unpaid, 1878, large letters, 1, 1 ,  20, and

40 lepta . . . . 4 ..

2 ,9 0 0 !
1 , 9 0 1 !
2 .9 0 s !
1 .9 0 3 !
2.904!
29<>5t 
1 ,9 0 6 !  
1 .9 0 8 !  
1  9<>9 t 
1.9X0!

2,912!
1 , 9 1 1 *

i , » . 4*
. 9 . 5 *
1,926!
..»«7*

1,9.8*

.919*
1,9*0*

1 ,9 1 1 !
x,9*a!
. ,9 * 3 *

. ,9 * 4 *
*,9* 5 *
1,916*

. , 9*9 *
i . 93° *
.,931
• 93**
. . 933*
1,934
. . 933*
1.933*
l . 937t
..938*
. 939*
*»94° *
1.94"
i . 94» t
».943*

• • 945’
» .94* *
1,947*
1.948*
1.949*
1.930*

i , 95i *

l 8 8 l ,  t ,  
l 8 8 2 , 1 ,  
1 * 8 2 - 8 6 ,  
1867-90, 
z89t-92. 
t8J7-92,
■ 893.",
1893-98, 
1 8 * 0 - 9 3 ,  
1 8 9 6 ,  i (

1000, 1 
Unpaid

i. <i,

1 G 

1 0 

3 0 

1 2

G U A T E M A L A .
18 7 1, t, 5. to, and 20 c .  . . . 4
*875, J ,  J ,  1 ,  and 2 reales 4
>877, 2. and 4 reales, and z peso . . 4
1879-81, |  real, i ,  a, 5, to, and so c . . 6
1881, Provisionals, 1 ,  5, 10, and 20 c  . 4  
1885, surcharged on R ailw ay stamps 5
i 826, 20, 25, 50, 75, too, iso, and 200 C. . 7
1886-91, 1, 1, 1 ,  2, 5, to, 20, and 25 c. . 3
1894-9$, Provisionals, etc. . . . 9
18 9 7 ,1, 2 ,6 , 1 0 , 1 2 ,  20, 25 ,50,100, 200, and 

500 c. . . . . i t
1897, 1, 2, 6, and zo c. . . 4

,, i ,  2, 6. and 10 c. . . . 4
1898, Provisionals, including rare . . 1 1

„  - „  on fisca ls . "  . . 9
1898-1901, late Provisionals . 7
1902, 1 , 2, 5, 6, 10 , 20, and 25 c. . . 7

»> *» 2, 5, 6 ,10 , and 20 c . . . 6

H A W A I I A N  I S L A N D S .
1853-75. including, old 13  c  (specimen) 

and scarce value . 8
1883-85, z, i ,  2, a, 5, 10, and xoc . . 7
1864-^91, including several scarce and o*d 

issues . . it
1893, red surcharge, z, 1 , 1 ,  2, 2, 5, and 6 c. 7 

,, ,, 5, zo, za, and 25 c.. . 4
„  black surcharge, 2 , 1 0 , 1 0 , 1 5 , 18 ,  and 

50 c. . . . . .  6
.4 red „  z, 2. end 5 c. . 3

1894-99, 1, a, 5, 19, 12 , and 25 c. . 6
,, t, 1, 2, 2, s, 5, 10, and 25 c. . 8

H A Y T I .
2 /3 , and 7 c. . . 4
2, 3, s , and 7 c. . . 5
5» 5* 7» 7« and 20 c. . . 5
z. 2, a on 3, 3, and 5 c. . . 5
1 ,  2, 2 on 3 , 3, 5 , end 7 c . .  . 6

, including Provisionals . 7
a, 3, 5, 7, and 20 C. . . . 6
including two Provisionals . . 11

. i ,  a , a, 2 on 20, 3. 5 ,5 , 7, and 20 c. 9 
a* 3* 4. 5* 7. *od  8 c. . . 7

>, 15 , 20, and s o c ., and 1 gourde . 5
a. 3. 4, »nd 5 c . .  . . 5
8, 10. 15 , and 20 c. . . . 5
a, and 5 c .  .  • . . 3

, 2, s , 10 , and 50 c. . 4

H O L L A N D  A N D  C O L O N I E S .
H olland. 1852-64, 5, 5 .10 , and to c. 4 

1867-68, iocludiog different perfs. . 7 .
1869-70, 1 , t ) ,  and 2 & 4 .

,, including t c ,  b lack . 6
1872-88, including old agulden 50c. 13 

,, perf. 12^ x  1a , 5, 7 ! ,  zo,
» i ,  i5 , 20. and 22! c. 7

1872-88, later perfs. . . 1 0

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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N O .  1 3 ,  (W h o le  N o. 38. ) 2 3  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 0 5 .

V o l .  I I
One

Penny.

G i b b o n s  
S t a m p  W e e k l y

E d i t e d  b y  E d w a r d  J . N a n k i v e l l .

® C on ten ts®

1. T H E  C O U N T R I E S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :  
A U S T R I A N  I T A L Y .  By Edward J. Nankiaell

2 W A T E R M A R K S .  By Rea. T. C. Walton, M.A. .

3. I N G L E - N O O K  Y A R N S : A  Stam p Commission. 
By C. Raymond Meg son . . . . >97

4. G O S S I P  O F  T H E  H O U R . By Cornolius Wrinkle.
P ro sp ective  N e w  Is su e s —T h e  N e w  G ib bon s—N e a r- _ 
Ins: P erfectio n  — T h e  C olou r Problem  — A  B ig  
B u s in e ss—S h a d e s—Sim plification  . . 199

5. N E W  I S S U E S :  Chili — Denmark — Germany —
G re e ce  — H o n g  K o n g  — India — Ita ly  — N o rw a y  — 
S w itze rla n d —T u rk e y —T r a n s v a a l—V ic to r ia  . . sot

6. M I S C E L L A N E O U S  : T h e  N e w  Com m onw ealth
S ta m p —W . L .  C h ew , J . P . —A n  A rg e n tin e  E rro r—
T h e  la te  M r. E . H . C orbould  . . .  303

7. T H E  S T A M P  K IN G . By B. de Beauregard and H.
do Borsse. Translated from the French by Edith C. 
Phillips ■ s o .

8. P H I L A T E L I C  S O C I E T I E S :  J u n i o r - D u n d e e -
Vietoria . . .  sod

9. T H E  S T A M P  M A R K E T .  By An Odd Lot . to8

10. A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  . soS '

11. O U R  P H I L A T E L I C  D I A R Y : Sep tem b er . 108

I H e a d  O f f i c e /

m  * i t j ,JOflWL
D I Q j J

L O N D O N :  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D .
H E A D  O P F I C E : 39s , S T R A N D . W .C .

C IT Y  B R A N C H : 9 7 . d R A C B C H U R C H  S T R E E T , E .C .
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly, N E W  IS S U E S
’D R E P A I D  subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12  months
at the following rates, post-free :—

Gb Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S .A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6 „ 3*  3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3*a5
*a ii 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

B A C K  N U M B E R S .
W e  have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some o f the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3  and 4̂ 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable b y those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 
n 2 
*» 3 
"  4 
i> 5 
„  6 to

. price, post-free, 4d,

. all sold out.

. price, post-free, 9rf.
• »# M */"

„  6d.
current number „  ,, yf.each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

THEMonthly Journal.
Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

Publlahod on tho Inti day «/ aaoh month. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /-  per Annum.

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

A Z O R E S .
>904. Postage D ue Stamps. 

5 reis, brown . . . .  
ao ,, violet . . . .

s. tt. 
o
o 3

B R IT IS H  C E N T R A L  A F R IC A .
1*03-4. Type 1? .

£ 1 . grey and carmine . . . Used \? 6
£ 1 0 , grey and blue . .  . „  130 0

C U R A C A O .

*9*3-4- Type it .
13} c., blue
15 c., deep brown . .
35 c., violet . . .
30 c., red-brown 
50 c., brown-carmine

. o  4 

. o 5 

.  o  8 

. o 9 

. 1 6

1891-6. Postage Due Stam ps. 
30 c ., black and green (Type 1)
50 c. „  „

D E N M A R K . 
1905. H ead o j K ing.

a$ Ore, brown .
50 „  purple .

100 „  orange-buff

M A R T IN IQ U E .
>899-1904. Provisionals.

10 c. on 30 c., cinnamon on drab (N o. 63) 
xo c. on 5 fr., lilac on pale lilac ( „  64) 
xo c. on 30 c., cinnamon on drab ( „  6s)
10 c. on 40 c., red 00 yellow ( „  66) 
xo c. on 50 c., carmine on rote ( „  67)
10 c. on 75 c., brown on orange ( „  £8) 
xo c. on 1 fr , green on tooed ( „  69)
10 c. on 5 fr., lilac on pale lilac ( „  7°)

S A L V A D O R .
1905. Provisional. Type 8* surcharged. 

x c. on 3 c., carmine .  . .

1 0 
1 6

o S
0 19
1 8

0 6
1 6 
o 6 
o 6 
o 6 
o 6 
o 6

10 o

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the firs t number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
e f  the current volume.

S IA M .
>894-5. Provisionals. W ide space between figure and iron/.

1 att. on 64 atts., purple and brown (No. 54) . 0 6
3 atts. on 64 atts. ,, „  ,, ( „  55) . . 1 0

T HE Monthly Jou rn al is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st—A series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors. 

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J uly  number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t ie s . F ive pages.
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , by L. Hanciau. 
B r it is h  B e c h u a n a l a n d : T h e  H a l f p e n n y  o f  

1897, b y C . McNaughtan.
My  S o u v e n i r s : R e m in is c e n c e s  o f  a  V e t e r a n , 

b y  Pierre Mah£.
B r it is h  S o m a l i l a n d : L is t  o f  E r r o r s  a n d  

V a r ie t ie s  o f  O v e r p r in t  i n  t h e  S e c o n d  
Is s u e , w i t h  N o t e s , b y Herbert W . Hawkins. 

N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s .
L is t  o f  O l d  S t a m p  Jo u r n a l s , wanted to purchase 

for the Library of the Earl of Crawford. Etc.

T U R K E Y .  
1905. N ew  Type. 

5 paras, orange-brown 
10 „  sage-green
ao „  lake 

r piastre, ultramarine
2 indigo
©l „ violet
5 H brown

xo „ red-brown
yellow-green

5 0 purple
1905. Journal Stam ps. Black Surcharge. 

5 paras, orange-brown . . . .
xo „  sage-green . . . .
30 „ lake . . .

x piastre, ultramarine . • . .
3 ,, indigo . . .
5 „  brown . . . .

1903. Postage Due Stam ps. 
x piastre, black on carmine

. o 1 

. o 7 

. © 3 

. o * 

. © 8 

. o t©

. 1 8 

. 1 > 

. 8 o 

.  1 6  ©

. o t

. 0 »

. O 3
O 4

V IC T O R IA .
*9*5- Type 61. Wmk. Crown over A. 

id , carmine . .

S T A N L E Y  G IBB O N S, L T D ., 391, S TR A N D , L O N D O N
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N EW  Y O R K



JU ST P U B L I S H E D !

NEW EDITION, 1905-6.
One H undred and Thirtieth Thousand.

J U S T  P U B L I S H E D !
t

NEW EDITION, 1905- 6.
One H undred and Thirtieth Thousand.

TH E NINTH EDITION OF

The Improved Postage Stamp Album, No. 0.
THE BEST AND LARGEST SHILLING ALBUM EVER PUBLISHED.

176 large pages. Spaces for 4700 Stamps.

THIS ALBU M  IS  NOW SELLIN G  a t the R A T E  O F OVER 10 0 0  C O PIES A MONTH.
--------------- ♦ ---------------

'T 'H E  demand for this Album has simply been phenomena], and it gives universal satisfaction—not a single complaint has 
been received. The Geographical and Historical Notes are brought up fully to date. All the newest stamp-issuing countries, 

such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, Hoi-bao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added. At the top of each page there is 
tbe name of the country, and a mass of valuable information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, 
reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner 
inart doth. Tbe Album contains a pocket to bold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented gratis with each Album. 
There is also an Illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest Stamps, with prices attached that we pay for each.

P rice , bound in handsom e art Cloth, 1/-, o r  p o st-free  1/3 .

E . S . says: “  I asked a friend where tbe best place was to buy a  Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying 
that be had bought one and sold it next day for 1/6, after keeping the stamps.”

A. A. writes: “  1 received your Stamp Album on Thursday, and I wonder how you can sell it so cheap; for as soon as a 
friend saw it he offered me a/- for it. Please send me another.”

C. A. W. writes: “  Please send me one of your marvellous x /• Albums, with packet of stamps, in order that I may 
coovioce my incredulous friends that such a thing is possible."

Miss M. R. writes from Piccadilly: “  I was greatly pleased with tbe Album I received this morning, which all my 
friends admired, and thought it very cheap.”

G r a t i s  S t a m p s ,  N o s .  1 9  6  2 0 .

R EADERS in Great Britain should receive with this number the two stamps described 
below.

Subscribers residing out of Great Britain can have the gratis stamps sent to them once 
in six months on receipt of an addressed envelope and postage.

(This course has to be adopted in order to comply with the rules of the British Post Office.)

In the annexed spaces our British readers 
should find TWO OBSOLETE DANISH 
STAMPS, both used.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
3



CHEAP SETS OF

Foreign Countries’ Postage Stam ps.
R E V IS E D  S E R IE S  FO R  1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  l a s t  P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

Used.* Unused.t  Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. Ne Reprints.

In Ordering it is only necessary to  quote Name o f  Country, Num ber o f  Set, and the Price.

H O L L A N D  A N D  C O L O N I E S - ™ * " ^ " *
No. m Set. t. *

* 95** H olland. 1872-88, later perfs. . 13 . . 1 6
' , 853* 1891-97, 3, 5, 7J, 10, 12*. 15, 20 

22* C. .
, and

8 .. 4 9
>.954* 1891-97,25 and 50 c., 1 and x gulden 4 •• 12 6
' . 955* „  3  c. to 25 c. . 13  . . 1 9
*-S5»* >> 50, 50, and 50 c ,  1  and t 

gulden . . . 5 •• 2 3
'  957* 1898-1901. 4, 1 ,  2, and a i c. . 4 •• 0 9
«.9S8t .. 3> 3. 5 7t . >o

20 C.
t s ! ,  *5> and

8 .. 1 6
• 959* 1898-1901, a a i.2 5  and59c., tand 2 ! 

gulden . . . 5 •• 9 6
1,960* 1808—1021, including i gulden 14 .. 1 0
>,961* Unpaid, 1870, sa n d  to e . 2 -. 2 3
t96S*

,, 18 8 1 -8 7 ,1 ,2 ! ,
2 . . 0 9

*.9«3* 5. and xa ! c. 4 •• 1 6
'.964* >7 „  I7 i* . a*. 5 

12*, 15 , 20, and 25 c. 
C u ra sa o . 1873, including 50 c. am 

on bloe paper

10,
9 •• 2 0

>.966* SC.,
7 •• 7 6

>.9*7* 1873, including high values 5 •• 1 3
1,968* „  later perfs., 10 . xa j, 15 ,2 5 , 30, 

and 6o c. . 6 . . 10 0
•■ 9*9* 18 8 9 -9 1 ,1 ,2 ,2 !,  3. S« M»d 25 on 30 c. 

Unpaid, 1889, 2 !, 5, 15 , 20, 30, 40, 
and 50 c. . .

6 .. 2 3
' . 97»*

7 •• 6 0
i .97»* Unpaid, 1892, 2 J, 5, 10, 

25 c.
15 , and

6 .. 1 9
*.974* 1870-82, including 1st 

gulden
ssue and 2 !

13  .. 5 0
'.975* 1887. 10, 12 ! ,  and 30 c. 3 •• 3 6
' . 97** „  10 , 12 ! ,  30. and 50 c. 4 •• 1 6
' . 977* 1883-90, including various perfs. . XI . . 2 0
' . 97** 99 9. 9 •• 0  10
' . 919* 1802. XO. |2 |. IS. 29. as . and 30 r . . 6 .. 2 0
1.980* .,  1 0 , ta | , 15 .20 ,25 , to. and 40 c. 7 •• 0 9
«.9Blt 1899, xo 12 ! ,  15 . 20, 25, and jo e .  . 6 .. 2 9
' , 9»a- „  xo. 12 ! ,  i s ,  25, and 50 C. 5 •• 0 8
l.9Bla( 1902. ! ,  x 2 , 2 ! , 3 , and 5 cents 6 . . 0 6
' . 9* 3* Unpsid, 1882, early  perfs. 8 . . 2 0
'.984* ,, , ,  lite r  perfs.,including 

30, 40, and so c. . . 8 .. 4 0
Unpaid, i88x 4 •• 1 0

*•$86* ,, 1892, 10 , 15 , 20, and 20 c. . 
Su rin am . .18 73-8 4 ,1,2 ,2$ , 3 ,5 .and ia !c .

« •• 2 6
*.9»7t 6 .. 3
«.9«8t 1884. 2 !, 3, 5. xo, 15! ao, 25, 30, 40, 

50 c., and 1 gulden . 1 1  .. 12 6
*■ 989* 1884, 1 c. to *5 c. 8 3 6
*.99<»t ■ 8 9 1-9 ', 1 .  ' .  » J. 3. 5. 

vtsiooal
5. and pro*

7 •• 1 0
* 99** 189 1-91 6 . . 0 6
*.99>* 1893. 10, 12 ! ,  15 , 20, 25. and 30 c. . 6 . . 3 0
>.993’ . .  to, 12 ! ,  t s , and 25 c. 4 •• 0 9
*»994t 18 9 8 ,10  on 12 ! ,  29, 25, and 30 c. 4 •• 2 0
*.995* Unpaid. 1885, 5, 10 , ao. 25, 30, 40, 

an d^oc. . . 7 •• 7 6
* « « ♦ Unpaid, 1892, 2 ! , 2 ! , 2 ! , 5, 10 . 20, 

25, and 40 c. 8 . 2 6

3tOoi*
H O N D U R A S .

1865-77, a, a, i on 2, and !  on a reales . 
1878-89, t and 2 c ., i ,  2 ,4  reales, and x peso

4 • 4 6
3,eox* 6 . 2 6
3>ooa* 18 9 0 ,1 c  to 1  peso . 1 1  . 1 6
3>r»3* >891 XX . 1 6
jo » 4* ,, 2, 5 and 10 pesos 3 • 1 6
3 « S * 189a, x c . to 1 p eso . xi . . l 6
3.006* 1893 ., „ 1 1  . l 6
*.<»7t '895 „ 8 .. 1 6
3,«a8* ’ 896 „  „ 8 . . ! 0
s .0 0 * , 1898 , ,  „ 8 . . 7 «

/w>. *rsa. H O N  D U  B  A S - ' ^ ' W .
No. in Sit

3  0X0* 189 8 ,1 C. to TOC .
3 0 x 1*  1878-98, various issues 
3  oxaf Official, 1890, 1 c. to t peso 
3  0 13 ! „  1891 „  „

5 • 
*3 • 
ix .

/. d. 
1 0 
1 6 
1 6

3,ox6f

3.°x7*
3,ox8t
3019*
3,oaof

3,oax* 
3 0*21 
3 0»3f 
3i°*4t

3,026* 
3  o»7t 
3,oa8* 
3-°*9*

3.©33*

3.034*
3i<>35*

3.036*
3.037*
3038*

3-639* 
3.04 >* 
3  ° 4*t

3.043* 
3.044* 
3.046* 
3 047* 
3.048*
3.044*

3.050*
3-e5>*
3 0 5 a *

3.°S3*

3 0 5 4 *
3.055*
3 .0 5 6 *
3 ° 57*
3.058*

3.o » *
3»<*°*
3»°6**
3.06a*
3.o63*
3 ®64t
3065*

I T A L Y .
M oden a. 1852-57, 5, 9, 9, 10, 15 c ., and 

1 lira . .
1852-57, 5, 10, 15 , and 25 c. .
1859, 5, 15 , 20, 40, and 80 c. . 

N a p les . 1858, J ,  i ,  2, and to gr. . 
N e a p o lita n  P ro v in ces. 1861, !  l ,  4, x,

2, 5. to, and 20 g r. . . .
P a rm a . 1852, 5, 10, and 15 c.

1857, 6, 15, 25, and 40 c.
R o m a g n a . t, 2, 3, 4. and 5 baj . 
R o m an  S ta te s . 1852, i ,  J ,  1 ,  3, 4, 5, 6, 

a n i  8 baj. . .
>867, 5. 10, 20, 20, and(8c c. . 

x8f8, 2 ,5 , to, 20, 20 ,20,40.40, 80,and 80c. 
San Marino. 1877-90,2, 5 ,20 , and 25 c. 
1892, Provisionals ;  . . .
1894, Celebration issue 
S a rd in ia . 1855-61, x, 2, 5, 5, 10 ,10 , 20, 

40, and 80 c. . . . .
1855-61, 5, 5, 10, to, 20, 40, and 80 c. 

,, Inverted Head, 5, zo, 20, 
40, 80 c., and 3 I. .

S ic ily . I , 1 ,2 ,  5, to, 30, and 50 gr.
4. 1 ,  2, 2 ,10 ,  and 20 gr.

T u s c a n y . 1851-52, t , 1 , 1 ,  a, 2 ,2 ,4 , and 
6 cr. . . .

1855, a, 2, 4, and 6 cr.
1860, i ,  5. to. 10 . 20, and 40 c.

I ta ly  (K ingdom ). 186a, 2 , 1 5 , 1 5 , 1 5 ,2 0 ,
and 80 c. .  .

1862. a. 1$ , t$ . 20, aod 40 c  . 
1865-79, x, x, 2, a, 10 , 30,  and ao c.

„  including aoon 15  and a lire 
1890-91, Provisionals .

„  Parcel Post Provisionals . 
1 895-97. *» a, 5. >0, 20, 25, and 4 5 c  
19 01, 1 .  2, 5, to, 20, 25, 40, 45, and 
5 0 c . . .
1863-91, including several issues . 
Parcel Post, ao, 50. and 75 c. 
Unpaid, t , 2, 5, to, 20, 30 40, 50, 

and 60 c. . .
Unpaid, x, 2, 5, xo, ao, 30, 40, 50, 

60 c ., 1 ,  x, 2, 5, and 10  lire . 
Unpaid, 50 and 100 lire

, ,  >891, xo, ao, and 30 c.

Official, 2, 5, ao, 30 c ,  and x l
2, $, 20, 30 c ,  x, 2, 5, and 

to I. . . . .
Fottign P .0 . 1674, 1 ,  a, 5, 40, and 60 c.

,, i8 8 t ,5 ,2 o ,« s ,$ o c ..a n d 2 ].
Mediterrnnran Station (3 districts). 
E r it r e a . 1891, 1 ,  a, 5, to, 20, and 25 c . . 

1P92, 40,45, 60 c. and 1 1 .
,8 ?5"99, >. 2, 5, xo, 20, a s, and 4$ c. 
1892-99, i,  2, 5, 20, 20, 25, and 25 C.

6 .. 11 
7 . .  37 
6 .. 22

8 12 0 
4 . .  6 0 
6 . .  16 6

6 ..
5 •• 
7 ••

12  . .  
3
6 ..

0 10 
2 6

9
*9
3

14 •
2 . c
3 • 
3 •< 
S •

5 •*
5 ••
3 ••
6 ..
4 . .  
7
7 •

2 4 
0 10
1 9

2 6

J A P A N .
3.068* 1871-72, 48, too mon, t, 2, and 5 sen
3069*, 187a, ! •  t , i .  a, 10, and 2 0 sen 
3070* 1, x, x, 2, 2, and 4 sen
3 0 7 s*  1874, 6 sen, plate numbers .

5 7 66 .. 42 6
5  . .  5  0

5 . .  65 i’

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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N o .  1 4 .  (W Hola N o. 30.) 3 0  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 0 5 .

, One 
Penny.

G i b b o n s  
S t a m p  W e e k l y

E d i t e d  b y  E d w a r d J L N a n k i v e i l .

® C o n te n ts e>

T H E  C O U N T R I E S  O F  T H E  W O R L D : 
A Z O R E S .  By Edward J .  Nankioeii

W A J E R M A R K S .  By Reu. T. C. Walton, M.A. .

. A L B U M S .  By Rev. T. C. Walton, M.A. .

. W H A T  S T A M P S  T O  B U Y . By One Who Knows si*

G O S S I P  O F  T H E  H O U R . By Cornelius Wrinkle. 
B eg in n in g  o f th e  S e a so n  — T h e  Ju n io rs, Old and 
Y o u n g —'The S ta m p  T rad e  — P illa r  B o x e s  — Den
m a r k — T h e  N e w  G reece  — G overnm ent Stam p 
P re se u ts—T h e  E xh ib itio n —T h e  F ir s t  E n t r y  . . s i$

. N E W  I S S U E S  : B ra x il -  N orthern  N ig e r ia  -  
T a sm a n ia  . . . >17

■ M I S C E L L A N E O U S  ! R ecen t F ij ia n  S ta m p s—On 
B a y in g  N e w  Is su e s  — So ld  out o f H alfpenny 
S ta m p s !—T h e  W ily  Hindoo — In go ldsby on M ol- 
read ies . . . st8

. T H E  S T A M P  K IN G . By 6. de Beauregard and H. 
de Qorsae, Translated from the French by Edith C. 
Phillips . . . .  atp

. S P E C I A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  : N e w s  from 
F in lan d  . . . . sst

P H I L A T E L I C  S O C I E T I E S  : Ju n io r — E n terp rise  u i

. T H E  S T A M P  M A R K E T .  By An Odd Lot . <14

. A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  . *34

. O U R  P H I L A T E L I C  D I A R Y :  O ctober . . m

m
O j j J W i l I l  

n >  i l  l

| H e a d  O f f i c e .

I » U "TOUn.u‘

pQQi2E533iBfj

L O N D O N :  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L I M I T E D .
H E A D  O F F I C E : 301, S T R A N D . W .C .

C IT Y  B R A N C H : 97 , O R A C B C H U R C H  S T R E E T . B .C .
N E W  Y O R K : S T A N L E Y  Q IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , >98, B R O A D W A Y .

Wholesale Agenta: S I R  IS A A C  P IT M A N  *  SO N S, L T D ., 1, A M E N  C O R N E R , LO NDO N, B  C.



Gibbons Stamp Weekly, N E W  IS S U E S
P R E P A I D  subscriptions must commence with the 

current number* and can be for 3, 6, or 12  months 
at the following rates, post-free:—

G t  Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S .A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6 .. 3s- 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25
13 X 6s. 6d. $1.6 0 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

B A C K  N U M B E R S .
W e  have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some o f the scarce 
ejirty numbers, but only a few copies o f Nos. 3  and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 . price, post-free, 4<f.
x  3 . all sold out.
X 3 . price, post-free, 9d.
X 4 • X If 1 /-
x  5  ♦ 6d.
, 6 to current number „  ,, 3^ . each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

THEMonthly Journal.
Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

Publiihad on tho last day ot oach month.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /-  per Annum.
A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 

with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
o f the current volume.

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL UIWSEO UNLESS OTHERWISE STATEO.

- B R A Z I L .
Cat. 1899-1904. / ‘arious issues. N*w o r revis'd  prices. s. c.
No. Unused. Used.
287. 2,000 r. on 1,000 r.t yellow . . — . . 1 0
317. 100 r., carmine — . . 0 6
319. i co r. ,, .  0 4  . . 0 1
320. 200 r., blue . 0 8  . .  0 1
321. 200 r. ,, . . 2 6 . .  0 2

1905. Type '* D ." Per/. 1 1 ,  1 1 L  With wnik.
200 reis, blue . . .  . . 0 6.ww •« » , • . • . . .

D E N M A R K .
Cat. No. Various issues. New and revised prices.

7. 4 sk., chestnut . . . 5
21. 4 „  pale brown 5 0
54. 2 „  blue and grey Used 20 0
58. 3 „  mauve and grey, imperf. 12 0
59. 4 „  red and grey ,, 20 0
70. 5 Ore, blue and carmine . Used O 6
81. 100 ,, yellow and grey O >
94a. 50 „  purple and brown . 0
94a. So „ Used O I
98. 100 „  orange-yellow and grey, imperf. 3° 0

100. x6 „  brown and slate 9
109. 5 „  green Used <> 4
1 1 1 . 20 ,, dull blue 6 O
112 . 5 „  green 0 4
131. 20 „  blue 

2 sk., dull blue
Used 0 1

201. 1 0
202. 2 ,, bright blue t 0
203. 2 „  ultramarine 1 i
2 11. 3 ore, pale mauve 0 9
213. 3  „  violet-mauve Used 0 1
210. 4 ,, bright blue 0 4
216. 4 >. greenis-h t)lue * 0 6

D U T C H  I N D I E S .
190*. * yp* i i .

SO C., lake-brown . . Used o 6

E A S T  A F R I C A  A N D  U G A N D A . 
1904-5. K ing's Head. M ultiple wmk.

i  a ., green . .  . . 0 1
1 a ., grey and carmine . . . . . 0 2
a a ., purple and magenta . . . . 0 3

a j a ., ultramarine . . . 0 4
3 a ., chocolate and green . . 0 5
4 a . ,  b l a c k  a n d  g r e e n  . . 0 6
5 a ., grey and orange-brown - .  . . . 0 8
8 a ., grey and pale blue . . . . t o

HE Monthly Journal is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st.—A series of entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The J u l y  number contains am on gst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . Five pages.
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , by L. H anciau.
B r i t i s h  B e c h u a n a l a n d  : T h e  H a l f p e n n y  o f  

1897, by C . McNaughtan.
M y  S o u v e n i r s  : R e m in is c e n c e s  o f  a  V e t e r a n , 

b y  Pierre Mahe.
B r it is h  So m a l il a n d  : L is t  o f  E r r o r s  a n d  

V a r ie t ie s  o f  O v e r p r in t  in  t h e  S e c o n d  
Is s u e , w i t h  N o t e s , by Herbert W. Hawkins.

N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s .
L i s t  o p  O l d  S t a m p  Jo u r n a l s , wanted to purchase 

for the Library of the Earl of Crawford. Etc.

F R E N C H  O F F I C E S  IN  C H IN A .
1905. Stamps 0 /Indo-CItina (1904 type), surcharged. 

a c ,  claret 00 yellow . . . . . o *
io c ., rose . . . . . 0 2
40 c ., black . . . . 0 6

G R E A T  B R I T A I N .
1901. M ilitary Telegraphs. Stani/s o/O. F . S. surcharged. 
Cat. No. Unused. Ut*d.
M02. 3d., blue . . . o 6 . .  o 9
BI53. 6d. ,, . . t o . .  1 o
M54. is ., brown . . a o .. •? ©
Mfitf. 3d., blue . . . 15 o
M 57. 6d. „  . . 80 O
M 58. is ., brown . . 15 o . .  10 0

P A R A G U A Y *
1904. Postage Due Stamps.

2 c ., 4 c ., to c ., and 20 c. Set of 4, used . . 0 8

S IR M O O R .
1900. Official Stamps. Waterloo Surcharge.

3 pies (orange (N o. 89a) . . . . . 1 o

S O M A L I L A N D  P R O T E C T O R A T E .
1905. King’s Head. M ultiple u>mk.

1 a., carmine and grey-black . . , . 0 2

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, LTD ., 391, STRAND , LONDON

ST A N LE Y  GIBBO NS, INCO RPORATED, 198, BROADW AY, NEW YO RK
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NoW Ready. The following
Popular Series of Packets of 
Foreign Postage Stamps.

All the Stamps contained in the following Packets are warranted absolutely genuine, 
free from Reprints. They are also in good condition, and perfect.

These Packets cannot be sent by Book Post to Postal Union Countries. T h e  cost by 
Letter Rate is 2jd. [or every too Stamps. T h e  amount required for postage 

can therefore be reckoned, and should be added when remitting.

New and Improved Packets of Used and Unused Stamps.
No. 1.—The S IX P E N N Y  Packet of Mixed

C ontinental S ta m p s  contain* 100, including many obsolete 
and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7<L

No. 2 .—The S IX P E N N Y  Packet o f Used
F o re ig n  S ta m p s  contains 50 varieties, all different, including 
Egypt, Spain, Chili, N ew  South Wales, Transvaal, Roumania, 
Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden, Brazil, Turkey, Hoi*hao, 
French Congo, etc. Post-free, 7d.

No. 3 .—The S IX P E N N Y  Packet of Used
C olonial S ta m p s  contains xa varieties, including N atal, 
Ceylon, India H .M .S ., Cape of Good Hope, British Guiana, 
Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales Service* Victoria, 
Jam aica, South Australia O .S ., New  Zealand, etc. AU 
different. Post-free, 7d.

No. 4 .—The S H IL L IN G  Packet o f  Used
and U n used  F o re ig n  S ta m p s  Contains 50 varieties, including ' 
French Soudan, Spain, Bulgaria, Portugal, Southern Nigeria, 
Italy, Turkey, Finland, Brazil, Roumania, Portugal, Argentine 
Republic, Ecuador, Salvador Greece, M exico, Shanghai, 
Pbilippine Isles, Jap an , and others rare. AU different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, s/s.

No. 5 .—The S H IL L IN G  Packet o f  Colonial
S tam p s contains >5 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jam aica, India, Victoria id . rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits 
Settlements, India Service, Queensland, Hong K ong, Barbados, 
Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial N ew  South 
Wales, M auritius, M alta, and others rare. AU different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, x/i.

No. 6 .—The E IG H T E E N P E N N Y  Packet
o f U sed  F o re ig n  S ta m p s  contains 100 varieties, including 
Mauritius, Hong Kong, Finland, Japan  15  and 35 sen, 
Barbados, Chili, Brazil, Greece, Russia, Porto Rico, India 
envelope, Jam aica, Belgium, Spain, Canada, etc. Alt different, 
and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/7.

No. 7 . — The T W O  S H IL L IN G  Packet 
of R a r e  U se d  and U n used  F o re ig n  S ta m p *  contains 
too varieties, including Turkey, Colombia, N ew  Zealand, 
Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon, Mocambique, 
Mauritius, Portugal, French Colonies, Orange R iv er Colony, 
Cyprus, Norw ay, Costa R ica, Belgium, West Australia, Chili, 
Egypt, Bavaria, and others rare. AU different, and warranted 
genuine. Post-free, >a/t.

No. 8 .—Thej F IV E  S H IL L IN G  Packet of
O bsolete S ta m p s  ton-aids too varieties, including, amongst 
others, Victoria oewsband, Western Australia provisional, India

British Guiana, Cyprus a|d., Argentine, Greece, 
Liberia, British South Africa, M auritius, provisional Cuba, 
H ungary 35 kr., M exico, Bavaria, U ruguay, Transvaal, old 
Egyptian, old Swiss, Turkey, Peru, Tunis, Queensland, Spain, 
Porto Rico, Canada, Chili, ''old Tasmania, old Jap an  15 
and 25 sen, Siam, Brazil, and others rare. This packet con
tains no stamps o f the present issue, and is well worth to/-. 
Post-free, 5/1.

No. 9 .—The F IV E  S H IL L IN G  Packet of
F o re ig n  S ta m p s  contains aoo varieties (used and unused), 
including Cape o f  Good Hope, Turkey, Nyassa, Belgium, 
India On H .M .S ., Brazil, Jap an , Portugal, Spain, U .S . Post 
Office, Russia, Sw iss, British G uiana, New Zealand, Bulgaria, 
Denmark, South Australia, M exico, M alta, U .S ., Holland, 
Italy , Victoria, Chili, Queensland, Gibraltar, Porto Rico, 
Greece z 1., Argentine $ cent., Nicaragua, British Honduras, 
Sirmoor, H ungary, H ayti, Straits Settlements, N atal, etc. 
A ll different. Post-free, s/*-

No. 10.—The T E N  S H IL L IN G  Packet of
U se d  an d  U otised  S ta m p s  contains too varieties, a ll rare 
and different, including Cbin-kiang, obsolete Cyprus, Salvador, 
Ecuador, Philippine Islands, H ayti, Tolima 5 c ., Azores. 
U ruguay, Jh in d , Finland, surcharged British Honduras, old 
Victoria, Newfoundland, M exico, British Bechuanaland, 
British Guiana, unpaid Greece, Deccan, North Borneo, N icar
agua, Zululand, set o f 6 E g yp t, New South Wales O .S., 
4 scarce Spanish, Servia, Ottoman Empire, Ceylon envelope, 
Porto Rico, Bermuda, United States o f America, Peru, Dutch 
Indies, Republic o f Colombia, and others scarce. T his packet 
is h ighly recommended as being well worth 20/-; and i f  the 
stamps were bought separately, it would come to over that 
amount. Post-free, to/t.

No. 11.—The G U IN E A  Packet of Rare Used
and U n u sed  S ta m p s  contains *00 varieties, including pro
visional Trinidad, Persia, obsolete Japan, official M exico, 
Porto R ico, Anttoquia, Ecuador, provisional Ceylon, South 
African Republic, Ja v a , provisional 1881 British Guiana, New 
Caledonia, Macao, Dhar, surcharged Peru, Spanish, Austrian, 
Levant, Gibraltar, Cuba, Argentine Republic, E gypt, Nabha, 
Peru envelope, Greece unpaid, Guatemala, Faridkot, set of 
3 Chili, Surinam, Honolulu, Brazil unpaid, and other obsolete 
issues, Bulgaria, S t. Thomas, F iji Isles, obsolete Newfound
land, Japan  newsband, Honduras, Hungary, Jobore, British 
Honduras, set o f 4 Nicaragua, set o f 3 Philippine (Infant 
K ing), Argentine, Tonga, Roumania, Guatemala, and others 
equally rare. Some o f the stamps in this packet are worth 
from 1/6 to 3/6 each. Post-free, at/-.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, Limited, 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C



Foreign Countries’ P ostage Stam ps.
R E V IS E D  S E R IE S  FO R  1905.

A r r a n g e d  in  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  l a s t  P r i .c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

Used. * Unused, f  Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.
In Ordering it is only necessary to quote Name of Country, Number of Set, and the Price.

JAPAN.
N». of Set. No. in Set. j. d.
3 . 0 7 1 * 1 8 7 4 ,  J ,  } ,  6 , 6 ,  a n d  t o  s e n  . 5 17 6

3 *073* , ,  1  s e n ,  c o m p l e t e  s e t  p l a t e  n u m b e r s  . 
i  a n d  2  s e n ,  p l a t e  n u m b e r s  

1 8 7 5 ,  1 2 , 1 5 .  a n d  4 5  s e n

1 2  . . 1 0 0

3 .074* *3 • • 5 0

3 .0 7 5 * 3 ** 2 2 6
3 .0 7 6 * , ,  i n c l u d i n g  4  a n d  1 0  s e n  . 8  . . 2 2 6

3*077* , ,  j ,  t ,  2 ,  4 ,  a n d  6  s e n ,  v a r i o u s  p l a t e s . i s  • • 7 6
3 ,0 7 8 * 1 8 7 6 - 7 7 ,  5 ,  5  rin, 1 ,  1 ,  i ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  8 ,  1 5 ,  a n d  

2 0  s e n  . . . 1 1  . . 1 2 6
3 .0 8 0 * 1 8 7 9 ,  t*  J .  2 ,  2 ,  3 .  a n d  5  s e n  . 6  . . 4 0
3 , 0 8 1 ! 1 8 8 8 ,  t ,  a ,  3 ,  4 ,  1 0 ,  1 5 ,  a n d  2 5  s e n 7 • • 6 0
3 ,o 8 a t 1 8 9 3 - 9 9 ,  5  r i n ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 , 5 ,  8 , t o ,  1 5 ,  2 0 ,  a n d  

2 5  s e n  . . . 1 0  . . 6 0
3 .0 8 3 * 1 8 9 3 - 9 9 ,  i n c l u d i n g  5 0  s e a  a n d  t y e n  . 1 2  . . 1 9
3 , 0 8 4 ! 18 9 9 ,  5  r i n ,  t ,  1 $ ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  8 , a n d  t o  s e n 1 0  . . 1 3
3 .0 8 5 * „  1 5 ,  2 o ,  2 5 ,  a n d  5 0  s e n  . 3 3
3 . 0 8 7 ! C o m m e m o r a t i o n  s t a m p s  . 1 3
3 ,0 8 8 * 0 6
3 .0 8 9 * P.O . Chin * . 5  r i n ,  1 , 1 } ,  2 ,  3 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  a n d  

S  s e n 9 • • 1 0
3 . 0 9 1 * S  r i n  t o  1 0  s e n  . 8  . . 1 3
3 . 0 9 1 * P.O . Corea. 5  r i n ,  x , 2 ,  3 / 3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  8 ,  1 0 ,  

1 5 ,  a n d  2 0  s e n 1 1  . . .4 0

3 0 9 3 * 5  r i n ,  r ,  3 ,  5 ,  t o  a n d  2 0  s e n  . 6  . . 2 0

3 .0 9 6 1

LIBERIA.
t 8 8 o , i ,  2 ,  6 , i a ,  a n d  2 4  c . S  • • 3 3

3 , 0 9 7 ! 1 8 8 1 - 8 8 ,  2 ,  3 ,  3 ,  4 ,  6 ,  a n d  8  c .  . 6  . . 3 0
3 .0 9 8 * 1 8 8 9 - 9 1 ,  1 ,  1 , 2 ,  3 ,  4 , 6 ,  8 .  8 ,  i 6 ,  a n d  3 2  c . 1 0  . . 4 6
3 0 9 9 * 1 8 9 2 ,  i m p e r f ,  1 , 2 ,  3 , 4 . 6 , 8 , 8 , 1 6 ,  a n d  3 2  c .  

, ,  p e r f ,  1 ,  2 ,  4 ,  6 ,  8 ,  a n d  1 2 c . .
9  • • 6 03.100* 6 .. 2 0

3.101* „ „ 16, 24, 32 c., and • dollar 
1883, 5 c., imperf.; $c,ronl.; and 5 on 6c.

8 63,t«a} 3 1 0
3.103* 1897* ). 5. 10, and 15 c. 1 10
3.104, „ 20, 25. 30, and 50 c. 6 3
3.i«S* 1897-iQoo, i, 2, 3. and 5 c. • 0 93»>c6} Registration, 1894, 10 c  (four districts) . 

„ „  errors,one'* lo’ omitted
2 3

3.107* 6 0
3.i«8* „ „  imperf. (normal). 9 0
3.«09! Postage Doe, 1892, 3  aod 6 c., perf.; 3 c., 

imperf. . . . 3 •• 7 63.*to} Postage Due, 1894, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 20, and 
40 c. . . . . 7 -* 6 0

3.111* Official, 1892, 1, 2, 4, $* and 6c. 5 •• 1 3
3.i«»* *« „ 8, 12, 16, 24, 32 c., and 1 dollar . . . . 6 .. 9 6
3»H3t Official, 1894, t 2, 4, 5, 8. i s ,  and 32 c. . 7 • • a 6
3.114* „  1898, r, 2, s,to, t5,20,25, 30, and 50 c. . . . 9 • • 7 6
3***5* Official. 1896, t, 2, 5, to, 15, 20,25, 30, and 

joc. . . . .  . 7 63,116* Offictil, 1900, 1, 2, 5 c. 3  • • 0 6

3.100*
LUXEM BURG.

1852, 10 c ,  s scr. . . . a .. 3 33t*»t} 1859-60, imperf., t, 2, and *0 c. 8 0
3.U1* 1865, roof, r, * ,  4, 10, u), and 20 c. 6  . . 9 0
3***3* „  „ xc. 30 30 c. 4 3
3.1*4* 1874, 1, 2, 5, 10, and 4 c., imperf. . 

1880, including 30 c. 6 0
3,1*61 3 6
3»**7* „  „  20 and * 5  c. . 6  . . 3 33,i*«t 1882, t, 2, 4, 4. s, so, and 25 c. 3 0
3-**9* „  2 , 10, 12J, 25, 50 c . and 1 fr. . 6 .. 3 0
3.130* 1884, 1 ,2 ,  5, 10 ,12 ) , and so c.

„  including 20. 25, and 50 c.
6 . . 4 0

3. *3** 7 •• -2 3
3.130* 1891-96. to, i o i  *aj, ao, 25, 25,30 ,37J, and 

Soc. .  . . . 9 •• 8 8
3* *33* „  10, is } . 25,30,37}, 50 c ,  and 1 fr. 1 -* 2 0

3 *34

3 *3St
3.136*
3.137I
3.1381

3. i39t
3.140!
3.»4l t

3.145* 
3,146 ! 
3.147* 
3,148! 
3,149! 
3,iSo ! 
3.1S1! 
3.*5»* 
3.153* 
3.154! 
3-155* 
3.156 ! 
3.157* 
3,1581 
3,159*
3,»6ol

3.i6i !
3, i6a !
3 .1*3*
3.«*4*
3.1*5!
3,l««*
3 i«7*
3.1*8*
3.«69*
3,170*
3, i 7»*
3,17* !

3-173*
3.«74*

3,175*
3. l 7«t
3,177*
3.«78t
3.179*
3.18 0 !
3 ,18 1 !
3.iSa*
3 l»3t
3.184*
3.*85*
3.186*
3.187*

3.«88*
3.*89*

L U X E M B U R G  —continued.

1891-96, later p e r f, so, 25, 37}, 50 c., and 
1 fr. .

1895, ! ,  7, 4, 5, and 10 c.
1882-96, including several issues 
Official, 1875-77, 1, 1, 2, 4, 5, and 25 c.

,, x38x (8 .P .)  1, 9> 4, to, 12^0 ., and 
1 fr. .

,, 1882, p e if  i d ,  1 c. to 1 fr.
„  ,, ,, 12 }. 1 c. to 25 c.
„  1895, 1 , 2, 4, 5, and 10 c.

AV. in Set. *• ‘t.

M EXICO.
1856-61, }, J ,  i ,  i ,  2, and 2 reaJes . 
i86j , 1 . 2, 4 rls ., and t peso .
1864-66, j ,  1 ,  a, 4, and 8 reales

,, i ,  2, 4, and 8 reales . . .  
1866-67, including Gothic surcharge 

„  13 , 25, and 50 c.
1868, imper' At perf., including "a n o ta d o ”  

„  6, 12 , 25, 25, 50, and 100 C.
,, perf., 12 , 2 j, 50 and 10 0 c  

1872, including iinperf and p e rf."  .

1874-83, 4. 4, 5. 10, to, 25, 50* and 100 c . .
„  including 50 and too c.

1879-83, 1 ,  a , 5, 10 ,25 , 50, 85,2nd 100 c . .

„  thin paper, 5, 10, to, 25, $o, 85. 
aod 100 c. . . .

1882-83, 2. 3, 6, 1 2 , 1 $ ,  and 24 c.
1884, 1 ,  2, 3 , 4. 5, and 6 c .

,, to, 12 , 20, and 50 c ,  1  and 2 pesos . 
„  t , 3, 6, to, and 20 c

1885, 1 , 2, 3 . 4, <, 6, to, and 12 c
1886, t, 3, 4, 6, to, 12 . and 25 c.

,, 1 ,  2, 5, to, and t2 c.
1887, 1 ,  3, 4, 6, to, and 25 c. .

„  t, 3, 4, to, 20, and 25 c  .
1890, 2, 3, 6. 20, and as c.

, ,  t, 2, 3, 4 , 5. 6, and to c.
1892-95, t , t, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,- to, 12 , 20, 25, 

and 25 c. . .
1892-95, including 25 c  . .
1895, t, 2, 2, 3 , 4. 4, 5, to, 12 , 15 , 20, and 

SOj:. .  .
„  t, 2, 3, 4, 5, to, 12 . 15 , and 20 c. 

1896-97, t , 2, 3 , 4, 5, and t»  c  
»  1 , *, 3 , 4, 4. 5 C.

1897, t , 2 ,4 ,  12 , 15, 20, 50 c ,  and t p e so .
1898, t, 2, 3 , 4, 5, 12 , 15 . 20, and 50 c
1899, t, 2, 3 , 5, to, 15 , and 20 c .

„  50 c ., x and 5 pesos
1807-90, including scarce issue 
Official, 1884-93, four colours

II M I* • • •
>895* ». 2. 3. 4 c. .

„  t , 2, 3 , 4, j ,  to, t2, 15 , 20, and 50 c. 
P o rta -d e -M a r. 1875, on yellow, so, 25, 

3$, 50, 60, and 85c . . .
1875, 5» to, 12 , 20, 25, 59, and too c
1879, a» 5* «©> 35* 5°i and too c. . .

M ONACO.
3,190} 1885, z, 2, 5, to. and 25 c
3 ,19 1}  1891-94, z, 2, 5, 10. 15 . 20, 50, and 75 c
3 ,19 a} 1901, s , ip , 15 , and 25 c

1 G 
0  4 
0 6 
8 0

12 6 
6 6 
3 0 
0  9

6 0 
2 0

4 0
2 0 
1 0

1 6
8 . * 2 ®, . . 0 8
s ■ ■
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No. 15. (W h o le  N o. 40. ) 7  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 0 5 .

V o l .  I I
, One 
Penny.

G i b b o n s  
S t a m p  W e e k l y

E d i t e d  b y  E d w a r d J . N a n k i v e l l .

• C o n te n ts

1. I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P H I L A T E L I C  E X H I B I 
T I O N , 1908. By the Editor

2. A L B U M S . By Boo. T, C. Walton, U.A. .

8. P R O S P E C T U S  O F  T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
P H I L A T E L I C  E X H I B I T I O N

4 . C O R R E S P O N D E N C E :  E x ch a n g e  o f  D u p lica te s

5 . S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S  F O R  “  G . S . W . “
R E A D E R S  . . . . . . 033

6. G O S S I P  O F  T H E  H O U R . By Cornelius Wrinkle.
S y s te m a tic  S tu d y — In  th e  G o o d  O ld  D a y s — P h ila 
te lic  C ir c le s— P ro p o se d  N e w  Z e a la n d  S h o w  L a b e ls  134

7. T H E  S T A M P  K IN G . By 6 do Beauregard and H.
do Borsse. Translated from the french by Edith C. 
Phillips . .  .  . . .  ,35

8. P H I L A T E L I C  S O C I E T I E S  : H e rts  .  .  .33

9 .  T H E  S T A M P  M A R K E T .  By An Odd lo t  .  . 140

10. O U R  P H I L A T E L I C  D I A R Y :  O c t o b e r .  .  .1 4 0

IHead Office.'

m i

|City Brancĥ
i l .

L O N D O N :  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S .  L I M I T E D .
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly, N E W  IS S U E S
P R E P A I D  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  m u s t  c o m m e n c e  w i t h  t h e  

A  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r ,  a n d  c a n  b e  f o r  3 ,  6 ,  o r  1 2  m o n t h s  

a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r a t e s ,  p o s t - f r e e

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

G b  B r i t a i n  

a n d

C o l o n i e s .

U . S . A .

! a n d  

C a n a d a .

F r a n c e ,  

I t a l y ,  o r  
■ S p a i n .

G e r m a n y .

3  m o n t h s i s .  8 d . | 4 0  c . f c .  2 . 0 0 m .  1 . 7 0

6  . . 3s * 3d * 1 8 0  c . f c .  4 . 0 0 m .  3 . 2 5

* *  „ 6a. 6 d . 1 $ 1 . 6 0 f c .  8 . 0 0 m .  6 . 5 0

B A C K  N U M B E R S .
W e  h a v e  g o t  b a c k  a  f e w  r e t u r n s  f r o m  A g e n t s ,  a n d  

a r e  n o w  a b l e  t o  q u o t e  p r i c e s  f o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  s c a r c e  

e a r l y  n u m b e r s ,  b u t  o n l y  a  f e w  c o p i e s  o f  N o s .  3  a n d  4  

a r e  i n  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  b e  o n l y  o b t a i n a b l e  b y  t h o s e  

w h o  o r d e r  p r o m p t l y .

N o . .  .  p r i c e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  4 d .
2 .  .  a l l  s o l d  o u t .

»» 3  • .  .  p r i c e ,  p o s t - f r e e ,  9 d .
M 4 •  •  n  i t  1  / "

n  S  • .  .  „  „  6 d .
, ,  6  t o  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r  , ,  , ,  3 < f . e a c h .

I n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  i t  w i l l  b e  c h e a p e r  f o r  o u r  r e a d e r s  

t o  o r d e r  G. S. W, f r o m  t h e i r  n e a r e s t  N e w s a g e n t  o r  

S t a t i o n e r ,  o r  f r o m  t h e  R a i l w a y  B o o k s t a l l .  T h i s  w i l l  

s a v e  p o s t a g e ,  a n d  t h e  p a p e r  w i l l  b e  d e l i v e r e d  f l a t ,  i n 

s t e a d  o f  f o l d e d  a s  i t  w o u l d  b e  i f  p o s t e d .

THE
Monthly Journal.

E d it e d  b y  M a jo r  E .  B .  E V A N S .

PubUth&d on tho loot day at each month. 

S U B S C R I P T I O N S :  2 / -  p e r  A n n u m .

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the first number o f a  volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
o f the current volume.

T HE Monthly Jou rn al is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—
1st.—A series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects o f  interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list o f all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The September number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s , F iv e  p ages.
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L . H anciau . 
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , b y  C h arles  J .  P hillips.
S t a m p s  o f  S o m e  N a t iv e  S t a t e s  o f  I n d ia , b y  

the Ed itor.
N  e w  S t o c k  B o o k s . E tc.

B U L G A R I A .
1 8 8 7 .  Type 2. s. <{.

1  l e v a ,  b l a c k  a n d  r o s e - r e d  .  . • • 7  0

C E Y L O N .
, 9° 3- 4* On Service. K ing's H ead.

Unused. Used.
2  c . ,  o r a n g e - b r o w n 7 6 . . 2 0
3  c . ,  g r e e n • 7 6  . . 3 n
5  c . ,  l i l a c S 0 0  6

1 5  c . ,  b l u e .  1 2 6  . . 7 6
2 5  c . ,  o c h r e .  2 0 o  . .
3 0  C .,  v i o l e t  a n d  g r e e n .  IO o '  . . 1 0  0
S e t  o f  s i x

E R I T R E A .

.  6 0 0

i ? 9 3 .  O verprinted w ith Type 9 2 .
5  l i r e ,  c a r m i n e  a n d  b l u e .  .  .  .u sed  7 0

1 5 0 3 .  Type yo, overprinted w ith Type 9 1 .  
t c . ,  b r o w n ,  inverted surch. . . .u sed  2 0  o

G A M B I A .
1 0 0 5 .  K in g s H ead. M ultiple wm k. 

i d . ,  g r e e n  . . .
i d . ,  c a r m i n e  . . . . .  
a i d . ,  u l t r a m a r i n e  ~ .  .  .
3 d . ,  m a g e n t a  a n d  b l u e  . . . .
5 d . ,  g r e y  a n d  b l a c k  .  .
7 i d . ,  g r e e n  a n d  r e d  .

1 0 0 . ,  o c h r e  a n d  r e d  .  .  .
i s . ,  v i o l e t  a n d  g r e e n  .  .
a s . ,  b l a c k  a n d  o r a n g e  .  .  .

G R E A T  B R I T A I N .
1 9 0 3 .  A  dm iratty O fficial. 

i d . ,  s c a r l e t  ( O 1 0 3 )  .  .
i d . ,  g r e e n  ( O 1 0 7 )  .  .  .
i d . ,  s c a r l e t  ( O 1 0 8 )  .  .  . . .
2 d . ,  g r e e n  a n d  s c a r l e t  ( O u o )

L A B U A N .
1 8 9 5 .  Stam p o j N orth Borneo overprinted. 

5 0  c . ,  r o a r o n e  ( N o .  8 » )  .  .  .

o 1 
O :•
O 1
0 5 
0 •>
0 10
1
1 4
2 3

4 o  
i 6
5

30 o

N E W  Z E A L A N D .
1 8 9 1 .  L ije  Insurance Departm ent. 

i d  ,  v i o l e t  ( N o .  5 5 1 )  .  .  .  .u sed  o  ?
i d . ,  b l u e  ( N o .  5 5 s )  .  .  ,  „  o  (
i d .  „  ( N o .  5 5 8 )  .  .  .  . , , 0 3
i d .  , ,  ( N o .  5 8 3 )  .  .  . , , 0 2

N O R T H  B O R N E O .
1 9 0 5 .  Provisionals. Surcharged w ith  type 4 9 .

4  c .  o n  $ 2 ,  4  c .  o n  $ 5 ,  a n d  4  c .  o n  $ t o ,  s e t  o f  t h r e e  6

N O R T H E R N  N I G E R I A .
1 0 0 5 .  K in g 's H ead. M ultiple wm k. 

i d . ,  l i l a c  a n d  c a r m i n e  .  .  .  .  .  o

S A L V A D O R .
18 9 9 .  O verprinted w ith  Catherine-wheel.

5 0  c . ,  o r a n g e - r e d  ( N o .  2 2 6 )  .  .  .u sed
S A N  M A R I N O .

> 9 0 5 *  Type 1 5  surcharged.
I S  c .  o n  2 0 C . ,  b l a c k  o n  o r a n g e  .

S E R V 1A .
( 8 9 4 - 1 9 0 2 .  P er/. i t | ,

5 0  p . ,  d e e p  b r o w n  ( N o .  1 4 2 )  . . .
5 0  p . ,  b r o w n  ( N o .  1 4 3 )  .  .  , used

1 9 0 1 - 3 .  Type i t .
S  d i n a r ,  b r i g h t  p i n k  .  .  .  used

1 9 0 3 - 5 .  Provisionals.
1  p . ,  d u l l  m a u v e  ( N o .  1 6 8 )  unused o r  used
5  d i n . ,  b r o w o  ( N o .  1 8 8 )  .  .  .u sed
1  p .  o n  s  d i n . ,  b r o w n  ( N o .  1 8 9 )  .  .  .  , ,

S P A I N .
1 9 0 $ .  E xpress D elivery. N ew  type, 

so c . ,  v e r m i l i o n  .  .  . . .

4 o

o 4

2 6 
■ o

> o

I o
6 o
1 ‘-3

o 4

V E N E Z U E L A .
1 9 0 5  ( ? ) .  Commemorative Stam ps, dated  2 3  M ay.

S e ., r e d  . . . . . 0 3
1 0  c ,  b l u e  .  .  .  .  . . 0 6
2 5  c . ,  y e l l o w  . . . .  .  used o  y
2 5  c . ,  o r a n g e  .  .  .  .  . , , 0 9

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D .,  391, S TR A N D , L O N D O N
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S . IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N E W  Y O R K
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NoW Ready. The following
Popular Series of Packets of 
Foreign Postage Stamps.

All the Stamps contained in the following Packets are warranted absolutely genuine, 
free from Reprints. They are also in good condition, and perfect.

These Packets cannot be sent by Book Post to Postal Union Countries. T h e  cost by 
Letter Rate is 2id. for every too Stamps. T h e  amount required for postage 

can therefore be reckoned, and should be added when remitting.

New and Improved Packets of Used and Unused Stamps.
No. 1.—The SIXPENNY Packet of Mixed

C ontinental S ta m p s  contains too, including many obsolete 
and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7d.

No. 2.—The SIXPENNY Packet of Used
F o reign  S ta m p s  contains 50 varieties, all different, including 
Kgypt, Spain, Cbili, N ew  South W ales, Transvaal, Roumania, 
Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden, Brazil, Turkey, Hoi-hao, 
French Congo, etc. Post-free, 7d.

No. 3.—The SIXPENNY Packet of Used
Colonial S ta m p s contains i s  varieties, including N atal, 
Ceylon, India H .M .S ., Cape of Good Hope, British Guiana, 
Mauritius, Tasmania, New  South W ales Service, Victoria, 
Jamaica, South Australia O .S., N ew  Zealand, etc. AU 
different. Post-free, 7d.

No. 4.—The SH ILLING Packet of Used
and U n used  F o re ig n  S ta m p s  contains 50 varieties, including* 
French SoudAn, Spain, Bulgaria, Portugal, Southern N igeria, 
Italy, Turkey, Finland, Brazil, Roumania, Portugal, Argentine 
Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, 
Philippine Isles, Japan,* and others rare. AU different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, s/s.

No. 6.—The SHILLING Packet of Colonial
Stam p s contains as varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jamaica, India, Victoria $d. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits 
Settlements, India Service, Queensland, Hong Kong, Barbados, 
Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South 
Wales, Mauritius, M alta, and others rare. AU different, and 
warranted genuine. Post-free, i/x.

No. 8.—The EIGHTEENPENNY Packet
of U sed F o re ig n  S ta m p s  contains too varieties, including 
Mauritius, Hong Kong, Finland, Jap an  15  and 35 sen, 
Barbados, Cbili, Brasil, Greece, Russia, Porto Rico, India 
envelope, Jam aica, Belgium, Spain, Canada, etc. AU different, 
and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/7.

No. 7. —The TWO SHILLING Packet
of R a re  U se d  and U n used F o re ig n  S ta m p s contains 
too varieties, including Turkey, Colombia, New Zealand, 
Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon, Mozambique, 
Mauritius, Portugal, French Colonies, Orange R iver Colony, 
Cyprus, Norw ay, Costa R ic%  Belgium, West Australia, Cbili, 
Egypt, Bavaria, and others rare. AU different, and warranted 
genuine. Post-free, a/s,

No. 8.—The f  IVE SHILLING Packet of
Obsolete S ta m p s  contains sen varieties, including, amongst 
others, Victoria newsband, Western Australia provisional, India

H .M .S ., British Guiana, Cyprus ?$d., Argentine, Greece, 
Liberia, British South Africa, Mauritius, provisional Cuba, 
H ungary 25 kr., M exico, Bavaria, U ruguay, Transvaal, old 
Egyptian , old Swiss, Turkey, Peru, Tunis, Queensland, Spain, 
Porto Rico, Canada, Chili, old Tasmania, old 'Japan 15 
and 25 sen, Siam, Brazil, and others rare. This packet con
tains no stamps o f  the present issue, and is well worth to/-. 
Post-free, s/ i.

No. 9.—The FIV E  SH ILLING Packet of
F o re ig n  S ta m p s  contains aoo varieties (used and unused), 
including Cape o f  Good Hope, Turkey, N yassa, Belgium, 
India On H .M .S ., Brazil, Jap an , Portugal, Spain, U .S . Post 
Office, Russia, Swiss, British Guiana, N ew  Zealand, Bulgaria, 
Denmark, South Australia, M exico, M alta, U .S ., Holland, 
Italy , Victoria, Chili, Queensland, Gibraltar, Porto Rico, 
Greece t 1., Argentine I  cent., N icaragua, British Hooduras, 
Sirmoor, H ungary, H ayti, Straits Settlements, N atal, etc. 
A ll different. Post-free, $ft.

No. 10.—The TEN  SHIELING Packet of
U sed  an d  U n u sed  S ta m p s  cootains too varieties, all rare 
and different, including Cbin-kiang, obsolete Cyprus, Salvador, 
Ecuador, Philippine Islands, H ayti, Tolim a 5 c ., Azores, 
U ruguay, Jh in d , Finland, surcharged British Honduras, old 
Victoria, Newfoundland, M exico, British Becbuanaland, 
British Guiana, unpaid Greece, Deccan, North Borneo, N icar
agua, Zululand, set o f 6 E g yp t, New South Wales O .S., 
4 scarce Spanish, Servia, Ottoman Empire, Ceylon envelope, 
Porto Rico, Bermuda, United States o f America, Peru, Dutch 
Indies, Republic o f Colombia, and others scarce. T his packet 
is h ighly recommended as being well worth 20 /-; and If  the 
stamps were bought separately, it would come to over that 
amount. Post-free, 10/t.

No. 11.—The GUINEA Packet of Rare Used
and U n u sed  S ta m p s  contains aoo varieties, including pro
visional Trinidad, Persia, obsolete Jap an , official Mexico, 
Porto R ico , Antioquia, Ecuador, provisional Ceylon, South 
African Republic, Ja v a , provisional 1881 British Guiana, New 
Caledonia, Macao, Dhar, surcharged Peru, Spanish, Austrian, 
Levant, Gibraltar, Cuba, Argentine Republic, E gypt, Nabha, 
Peru envelope, Greece unpaid, Guatemala, Faridkot, set o f 
3 Chili, Surinam, Honolulu, Brazil unpaid, and other obsolete 
issues, Bulgaria, St. Thomas, F y i  Isles, obsolete Newfound
land, Jap an  newsband, Honduras, Hungary, Johore, British 
Honduras, set o f 4 N icaragua, set o f 3 Philippine (Infant 
King), Argentine, Tonga, Roumania, Guatemala, and others 
equally rare. Seine o f the stamps in this packet are worth 
from 1/6 to a/6 each. Post-free, ax/-.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, Limited, 391, S T R A N D , LO ND O N, W.C.



CHEAP SETS OF

Foreign Countries’ P ostage Stam ps.
R E V IS E D  S E R IE S  FO R  1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o p  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  l a s t  P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

Used.* Unused.t  Used and Unused.% AH Guaranteed Genuine, ffe  Reprints.

In O rd erin g  it is only n e cessary  to  quote N am e o f  C ountry, N um ber o f  S e t, and the Price.

M O N T E N E G R O .Nt. •/  Set. tee. in Set. j. d.
3.195* 1874-90, 2, 2, 3, 5, 7, 7, 10, and 15  nov. . 

1893, Jubilee, 2, 3, 5, 7 ,10 ,  aod 15 nov. .
8 . . 6 0

3 «9«* 6  .. 1 6
3.»97* 1893-94 (perf. 10), 1 ,  2, 3, and 30 nov. 4 •• l 3
3.499* •» a . 3. 5. 7. and *5 nov. 5 •• 1 9
3.«99* t 1898, Commemorative, 1 ,  a, 3 , 5, 10, is ,

20, and 25 nov. 8 .. 2 0
3»I99^t 1002, 1 , 2, 5, 10, 25, aod 50 heller 

Unpaid, 1, 2, 3, 5, xo, so, 30, and 50 nov. 
1902, 5, 10, 25, 50 heller, and 1 kor. .

6 . . 1 3
3  xoo* 8 .. 2 6
3.xo lt 5 •• 2 6

N I C A R A G U A .
3-aoxt 1869-71, x, 2, to, and *5 c. 4 •• 2 3
3.* °3* 1877-80, 1, 2, 5, 10 , and 25 c. . . 5 *• 9
3»*°4* 
3. »>S*

1860-80, x, 5, 5, 10, and 2 5 c .. 
1882, 1 c. to 50 c. .

S -- 
7 ••

3
1

0
6

3.X06I 1890, 1 c. to to pesos 10  . . 6
3. *»7t 1891 „  „  . . . 10  . . 1 6
3,xo8t 1892 „  „  . . . to . . 1 6
3.*«ot 189 ! . . . .  . . . t o . . 1 6
3 ,a i i t 1895 „  „  . . . 10  . . 6
3>*l*t 18 9 6 ,1 c. to 5 pesos 9 . . 1 6
3.*»3* 1897 „  „  . 9 . . 6
3.“ 4* 1898 „  „  . . . i t  . .

1
6

3tMS* ■ 899 . . . . .  • XI .. 6
3 x 16 * 1900 ,, „  . . . 13  •• 6 0
3.*>7* 1901, Provisional . 5 •• 6
3,x i8t ,, „  varieties . 5 •• 6 0
3,319* „  „  on unpaid . . 7 •• 2 0
3.330* Unpaid, 1896, x c. to 59 c. 7 -- 1 6
3 su it .. 1897 h .» - 7 •• 1 6
3.3*3* ,, 1898 „  ................................... 7 •• 1 6
3.3*3* >. 1899 „  n • 6 . 1 6
3.3*4* Official, 1890, 1 c. to to pesos xo . . 6
3.**S* „  1691 „  „  . . . 10 .. 1 6
3,3*4 * „  1892 ,, ,, . . . xo .. 1 6
3.»*7*
3.3*0*

» 1893 „  „  . - 
1894 „  .* • -

tx .. 
to . .

1
1

6
6

3339* „  189s „  „  . 4 10 ,. 1 9
3,330* ,, 1896, x c. to 5 pesos 9 •* 6
3.*3** .1 1897 M „  . . 9 •• 6
3.»3»* ,, 1898 ,, „  . . 21 . . 1 6
3,*33* „  1899 „  „  . . tx .. 1 6

P A R A G U A Y .

3,33®* 1879-84, including 5 and xo c. and Pro
visional . . . 6 .. 3 6

3.337* 1884, x, a, and 5 c. . . . 3 •• 0 9
3 *38* 1889, i ,  a, 5, 7, 10 , 15, and 20 c. 7 •• 2 9
3,»39 » 5* 7» 10, >5. and 20 c. . 5 •- 1 9
3.*40t 189a, 1 , a, 4, 5, 10, 14, ao, and 30 c. 

„  - 40, 60, 80 c., and x peso
8 . . 1 3

3,»4l* 4 3 0
3. *43 ,, 40, 60, 80 c., and x peso 

1 895-99, Provisionals . .
4 •• 2 4

3 *44* 6 . . 2 9
3.«43* 6 . . 1 2
3,*4* t 1930-01, engraved, a, 3, 5 ,10 ,  and 94 c. . 5 •• 1 0
3.*47* 1901-02, lithographed, 1 , a, 2, 4, 5, 5, 8, 

10, 28, 40, and 40 c. . 
Engraved and lithographed . .

XI . 1 9
3t*473* 8 . . 1 0
3.M 78* 1903, *• 2* S* *0, ao, 30, and 60 c. 

Official, 1880, 1 , 2, 5, and to c.
7 •• 1 3

3.*48* 4 •• 1 6
3,*49* „  1892, 2, 5, 10, 15 , 20, and 50 c. . 

,, . 1901, 1 ,  a, 4, 5, 8^-10, and ao c, .
6 . . 1 6

3.»Si* 7 • • 1 3
3.3513* „  1903, x, a, 5, xo, ao, 30, and 60 c. 7 ■ 1 8
3.*S»* it ,1 1 ,  a, 5, to, ao, 30, and 60 & 7 •• 1 3

P E R S I A .

3.* 53* 1876, 1 ,  a, 5, and 10 «b. . . 4 •• 1 9
3,355* 1888-84,5t 5* to e., i  and 5 fr. 6 . . 5 0

P E R S I A  —continued.
N», » f  Set. AV
3.856! 1885, x, 2 , 5, and 10 ch., x and 5 kr.
3,257! 1886, Official, 3, 6, 6, 8, 12 , and 18 ch.
3,258! 1889, 1 ,  2, 5, 7, to ch., 1 and 5 kr. . 
3,159* „  a, 5, 7, 10  ch., 1 and 5 kr.
3,260! 1891, 1 ,  2, 5, 10, 14 ch ., t and 2 kr. . 
3 ,26s! 1894, 1 , 2, s , 8, 10 , and 16  ch.
3,963* „  1 , 2, .5, 8, io  ch., aod z kr.
3,964! 1897, Provisionals, 5 ch ., 1 and 9 kr.
3,a66f 1898, t, 2, 3, 5, and 10 kran .
J.*«7t 1899, with control, 1 ,  a, 3, 4, 5, 8, 12, 

and 16 ch. * .
3,a68t 1899, with control, z, 2, 3, 4, and 5 kran . 
3>*7® t  „  green paper, i ,  9, 3, 4, 5, 8, xo, 12,

and 16 ch. . .
3**7*t 1899, t, 2, 1, 4, and 5 kran .
3,272! 1900-02, Provisionals, including three

types . . . .
3.273! 1902, type-set, 1 ,  a, 3, 5, and 12 c h . . 
3,2744! ,, Service, 5, 10 , and ia  sh.
3,«74^t 1903 „  x, 2, 3, and 5 ch.

3 *75*

3>*7«t
3**77!
3**?®!
3 *79t
3.280*
3.281! 
3-*8*t 
3>*®3* 
3, *84! 
3. *®5t 
3**86!

3 *»9*

3 19 a -

3>*9l *

3.»*4t
3.*9S*

3.*9«*

asa
3.»9»*
3.3®°*
3.3*1*

•3,3M*
3.3»3t

3.3*4*
3»3°S*
3.3*«t

r j s ;
3.3*»*
3.3x3t

P E R U .

18S8-62, including several issues and rare 
value . . .

1866-73, including scarce issues
1874-79, *♦  *» <0* 5 °  and t sol
1880-83, including Chilian Provisionals .
1882-63, 1 , x, 5, 50, and 50 c ., and 1 sol .
1874-83, various issues
1863. with triangle, etc.
1886, 1 ,  2, 5, 10, 20, 50 c. and 1 sol .

,, x, 2, 5, 10, 20, so C. and x sol . .
1894, surcharged with Head of Bermudes
1874-95, a  fine set o f many issues .

,, ditto, with many rarer varieties, 
includingfourdifferent 50c. and three 
1 sol. One o f our cheapest sets

1895, i ,  2, s , xo, aod 20 c. .
1895, Commemorative, 1 ,  9, 5, xo, 20, and 

50 c. . . • . .
1896- 1900, X, X, 9, 2, 5, 5, 5, XO, to,

and 20 c. . . . .
1894-1900, including Provisionals and high 

values . . . .
1897- 1 9 0 1 , 1 ,  x, t, 9, 9, and 5 c.

Unpaid, 1874-852 x, e, xo, 20, and 50 c. . 
„  1880, triangle, x, x, 5 ,10 , 20, and
50 c. .  . .

Unpaid, 1880, triangle, 5, xo, 20, and 50 c. 
i, ,, circle, 5, xo, 20, and 50 c. .

1897, deficit, 1 ,  5, xo, 20, and 50 c.
Official, 1894, x, 9, 5, and 10  c  

,, 1899, t, 10 , and 50 c.
A req u ip a . Includingseveralrarevaneties

C uzco, P a sc o , iPiura, F^ano, Y e a

P O R T U G A L .

1853-64, including the early  types .
1866-70, 25, 25, 50, 80, and tao r,
1864-80, 5, to, xo, xo (blue-green), 20, 35, 

and 35 r. . .
1864-80, including Bo, xoo, and 150 r.
1880, various parts.
1893, Provisionals . . .

,, „  em bossed.  *

m Set. /. d.
6 . 
6 . 
7 • 
6 .

I
6 . 
3 • 
5 •

. 1 4 

. 5 0 

.  3 6  

. 1 0 

. 4 6 

. 2 0 

. 0 9 

. 2 6 

. 11 6

. 2 3 

. 10 0

9
5

2 3 
6 0

8
5
3
4

1 2 
0 9 
0 ? 
0 6

8
8
5 
8
6 

xo
7
7
7
7

*5

6 0 
4 0
3 0 
1 6 
2 9
1 9
2 0
4 0
1 4
2 0 
2 6

4*
5

6

to

16
6
6
5

6 
4
4
5 
4 
3 
9 
7
6

. 10 0

. 1 6

. 5 6

■ 3 . 6

. 2 9 

. 1 3 

. 0 9 

. 3 0

7 • 
S ■

4 0
7 6

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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• C o n te n ts

1. T H E  C O U N T R IE S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :
A U S T R I A N  L E V A N T .  By Edward J .  Nankioeit . 241

2.  A L B U M S .  By Beo. 7. C. Walton, M.A, .  . 2 4 3

5. C O LO U R -N A M E S. By B. W. Warhurst . . . *44
4 . IN G L E-N O O K  Y A R N S : A  Collector's Red-Letter

Days. By Felix . . . . . 245

6. G O S S IP  O F T H E  HO UR. By Cornelius Wrinkle,
“ Africa: Part III''—Box and Cox Philatelic Societies 
—Southampton Philatelic Avenue—When he was 
Young:—Not Explicit Enough—No More Medals—
A  Forger Trapped by a Stamp—Shop-Window 
Stamps—Chalk-Surfaced Paper , . . 247

6. S P E C I A L  B A R G A IN S  FO R  “  G. S . W .”
R E A D E R S  . . . . .  <49

7. M IS C E L L A N E O U S  : Fortunes in Staraps-The
Prince's Speciality—Ten Per Cent—Rare Stamps 250 

a  T H E  S T A M P  K ING. By 0. de Beauregard and H, 
de Qorsse. Translated Jrom the French by Edith C. 
Phillips . . . * s »

9. S P E C IA L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E : Our Constan
tinople Letter . . . . . *53

10. P H IL A T E L IC  S O C I E T IE S : London-Enterprise
— Manchester—Johannesburg . . 254

11. T H E  S T A M P  M A R K E T . By An Odd Lot .2 5 5

12. A N S W E R S  TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  . 256
13. O U R  P H IL A T E L IC  D IA R Y : October . . .256
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly, N E W  IS S U E S
p  R E P A I D  subscriptions m ust com m ence with the 
A curren t num ber, and can b e  fo r 3, 6, o r  12  months 
a t the fo llow in g  rates, post-free

G t. Britain  
and

Colonies.

U .S .A .
and

Canada.

Fran ce , 
Ita ly , or 

Spain .
G erm any.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 3.00 m. i . 70

6 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3*25

l *  II 6s. 6d. $ 1.6 0 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK N U M B E R S.
W e  have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 
»  2 
»  3 
u 4 
i» 5 
it 6 to

. . . price, post-free, 4 d .

. . . all sold out.

. . , price, post-free, 9d .

• • • 11 11 */"
. . .  i, ,, 6d.
current number „  ,, 3^.each.

In G reat Britain it w ill b e cheaper fo r  our readers 
to order G. S. W. from  their nearest N ew sagen t or 
Stationer, o r  from  the R ailw ay  B ookstall. T h is w ill 
save postage, and the paper w ill b e  d e livered  Bat, in* 
stead o f folded as it w ould be i f  posted.

THE
Monthly Journal.

Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .

PublioHod on tho lost day of ooch month. 

S U B S C R I P T I O N S : 2 /- p e r  A n n u m .

AU Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the b a d  numbers 
o f the current volume.

T HE Monthly Jou rn al is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—
1st.—A series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors. 

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list o f all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The S ept e m b e r  number contains amongst other 
features—

Nbw  Issues and V a riet ies . Five pages.
Stamps of the P h ilippines, by L. Hantiau.
Notes and  New s, by C h arles J .  Phillips.
Stamps of Some Native  States of India, by 

the Editor.
New  Stock Books. Etc.

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

B R A Z I L .
1905. Type 40. Per/, ix , n j .  With wink. s. J. 

20 rets, orange and blue . . . . . 0 ?

D A N IS H  W E S T  IN D IE S .
*905. New type.

5, 10, 20, 25, 40, and 50 bits, set o f 6 . .. . 2 3
1505. Unpaid Letter Stamps.

5, 20, 30, and 50 bits, let of 4 ' . . . . 1 j

F R A N C E .
1902. Type 14.

20 c ., brown-purple (N o. 281) . . .used  0 1

G O LD  C O A ST .
1905. King's Head. Multiple ivmk.

3d., lilac and orange . . . . . 0 3
JH IN D .

1905. K ing's Head.
. . . . o t

. . . . . 0 1
. o 2
. 0 1
. 0 -
. o

. . . . . 0 r

. . . . . I ■>

. . . . . 1 >
. I 9

N A T A L .
1905. K ing's Head. M ultiple wink. 

id ., carmine . . . . . o 2
41]., carmine and cinnamon . . . . o ■’>
2S. 6d., purple . . . . . . 3 3

N IC A R A G U A .
190X. Provisional. Type 15  surcharged in blue.

1 c . on 2 c ., vermilion (surcharge inverted) . . . *

2 pies, slate 
\ a ., green 
x a ., carmine .
2 3., purple
3 a ., orange-brown
4 a ., olive-green 
6 a ., ochre
8 a ., magenta .

12 a . ,  brown on red 
1 r . . carmine and eteen

1904. Provisional. Type 15 , surcharge in blue. 
t c. on a c ., vermilion .
1 C. on 2 c. (surcharge inverted) .

5 c ,  deep blue
x$oo. Postage due. 

R U S S I A .
1903-4. Vertically la id  paper. 

14 kop., rose and blue (109)
20 carmii.e and blue ( n o )
35 •• green and violet ( i n )

1905 Vertically la id  paper.
15  kop., pale blue and claret ( 117 )  . 
a$ „  lilac and dull green (1x8) . .

*905. Charity W ar Stamps. Per/. 13$. 
3 ( {)  kop., brown, red. and green . .
7 (to) „  blue, pale blue, and rose

1905. The same. Per/. tx|.
3 (6) kop., brown, red, and green .

o (
0 5

o -

o 1
o .

O 3
0 4

2 o
1 O

I 0

S A L V A D O R .
190a. No. 377, surcharged *e t c en t a v o ,”  inblack. 

t c. on 2 c ., rose . . unused or used 7

\ t ,]

$ :

I

S I E R R A  L E O N E .S l t S K K A  L t U N b .
1925. K ing's H ead. Multiple wrnk. 

nrple and green
,, „  rosin e
,, ,, black
„  „  orange
„  ,, ultramarine
i« grey
,, ,, rosine
,, ,, purple

■ een and black

. © * 

. o

. o ;

. © •

. o 4

. o -
, o
. 0 '■
. I 4
. 2 3
. 6 (

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, L T D .,  391, S TR A N D , L O N D O N
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N EW  Y O R K

a



APPROVAL SHEETS
\

OF *

P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .

W E have the finest stock of Approval Sheets of Stamps in the Trade ; each sheet 
contains too stamps, with the selling price marked above each stamp. Only 

stamps in perfect condition are put on these sheets, and every stamp sold is guaranteed 
a genuine original postage stamp. We do not sell any reprints or bogus stamps of 
any kind.

Any of the following sheets of stamps will be sent on approval for five days to 
collectors who are already upon our books, or to collectors who have not hitherto 
dealt with us, after receipt of the usual references.

Approval Sheets of Stamps will N O T be sent to boys at school unless 
we receive a request for same countersigned by a Master or Parent.

We annex a list of our newest sheets, and add to it the value of the sheet at 
marked prices, and also the net price we are prepared to take if the sheet is kept as • 
a whole—as these sheets, being such good value, are often bought as presents.
N am e

of- CONTAINS STAMPS OF
S h eet .

A. A. Great Britain, Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Bechuanaland
B. R. Bermuda, B. C. Africa, B. Columbia, B? E. Africa, B. Guiana, B. Honduras,

B. Somaliland, B. S. Africa, Canada . . . -
C. C. Canada, Cape, Cayman Islands, Ceylon . . . . .
D. I). Ceylon, Cyprus, Cook Islands, Dominica, Falkland, Fiji, Gambia, Gibraltar

Gold Coast . . . . . . .
E. E. Grenada, Heligoland, Hongkong, India . . . . .
F. F. India, Chamba, Gwalior, Nabha, Pahala, Bhopal, Hyderabad, &c.

G. G. Poonch, Travancore, Jamaica, Labuao, Lagos, Leeward Islands
H. H. Malta, Mauritius, Montserrat, Natal, Newfoundland

I. 1. N. S. Wales, New Zealand, Niger Coast, North Borneo
J. J. North Borneo, Northern Nigeria, Orange River Colony, Queensland,

St. Helena . . . . . . .
K. K. St. Kitts, Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,

S. Australia, Stellaland, Straits Settlements • . . .
L. L. Johor, Perak, Federated Malay States, Sudan, Tasmania, Tobago

M.M. Transvaal, Trinidad, Turks Islands, Uganda, Victoria
N.N. Virgin lies . West Australia, Zanzibar, Zululand, and New Issues

N e t  P rick  
fo r  THE

V a l u e . W h o lkS h b e t .
£ s. rf. £ . «. <L
I Ik 1 1 . . . 1 6 0

2 I 8 .. . 1  1 3 0

I I I 5 . 1  6 0

2 *7 3 . 2 5 0

I 1 4 5 •. . 1 7 0

1 6 8 . . 1 1 6

I. 1 0 2 . ..  1  5 0

2 2 S •..  1  1 3 6

I 7 0  . . . 1 1 6

2 1 4 9  •. . 2  2 6

2 >5 8 . . . 2 4 0

I *3 7 -. . 1 7 0

2 1 2 7 . . 2  3 0

I 1 0 4 . 1 4 0

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S. Limited, 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N  W .C.
3



Foreign Countries’ P ostage Stam ps.
R E V IS E D  S E R IE S  FO R  1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o p  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  l a s t  P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

CHEAP SETS OF

Used.* Unused.\ Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rd erin g  it is  on ly n e cessary  to  quote N am e o f  C ou ntry , N u m b er o f  S e t, and the Price.

P O R T U G A L - ^ * " * * * / .
0/Sr(. .V#.

3.314! 1S93, Provisionals, with date added . 
3 .3 * 5 *  .. i, •
3,317’ *8941 too, 150, 30?, 500, and 1000 r.
3.319! 1895-99, to So reis 
3,310! „  too to 500 r.
3,31a! 1898, Vasco da Gama, to 150 r. .
3,313! Journals and Rifle Club stamps • 
3,314! Unpaid, 5 to too r. .

». A
2 0
0 6
9 0
2 0

10 0
4 0
1 0
2 6

P O R T U G U E S E  C O L O N I E S .

3,33?t Angola. 1871-85, perf. *ai, 10, so, 35, 
and 230 r. . .

3.33it 1871-85 perf. 13J, 10, too, 200, and
300 r. . . . .

3,33a! 1 £81-85, both perfs., 20, 25, 25, 40
40, and 5© r.

3.333t 1886, both perfs., 5, 5, to, 10, 20,
25, aod so r.

3,334! *893-94 5, to, so, 25, and 50 r.
3,335! 1, 75. 85, too, 150, and 300
3,336! 1898-1900, 2J, to 80 r. .
3,337! xoo, 150, 209, and 300 r,
3  341! Angra. 1892, 5, 25, 50, 75, 80, 100, and 

150 r. . . .
3,341! 1897-98, aj to 80 r.
3 343* .  ,, 100 to 500 r. .
3,347! Azores. 1871-82, large surcharge, 

eluding 300 r.
3,348! 1882-Si, small surcharge on Em

bossed Head, including two 
varieties of 150 r., yellow . 

3.350* Large and small surcharges .
3,351! 1894, Commemorative, a$ to 50 r.
3>3S»t 75 to 300 r.
3*353* 11 .. to 50 r.
3*354* n .. 75 to i,oo3 r
3*355!  *8o8, Vasco da Gama, 2$ to 150 r. .
3,356! Newspaper, large and small sur

charges
3 359 Cape Verd Islands. 1877, two peris.

10, so, 20, 2o, 20, 35, too, 100 
and 300

3,360! 1881-85, two perfs. and imperf.
3,361! 1886, 5. 10, 25, 50, and toe r.
3*3®»! 1898, 2J to 80 r. . ,
3,J*3* „  , ,, 100 to 300 r.
3*367! Funchal. 1892-93, 10, 15, 15, 25, 50, 50 

75, 80, ioo, 150, 200, and 300 r.
3*3®*! i&97“99> »i* to 8o,r. .
3*369! _  . ,, 100 to 500 r. .
3,372! Guinea. 1881-84, 5, 20, 20, 25, too, 200, 

and 300 r. . . .
3*373! 1885, so, xo. 20, 20, 25, 40, and 40 r
>374! 1886, 5. 10, 20, and 59 r ..
3.375! 1893-94. 5,10, 20, 25/50, 75,80,100

and 200 r. . .
3.376! 1898, aj to 80 r.
3*377!  „  xoo to 300 r.
3.380! Horta. 1897, 5. 10, 75, 80, and ice r. 
3,381! *897-99, 2! to 80 r.
3,38»! too to 300 r. .
3,383* Various issues
3,386! Lonrenzo Marques. 1894, 5, 10; 25 

5©, 75. 80, and 100 r.
3,387! 1898, 2 j  to 80 r. ,
3.388! „  100 to 300 r.
3*369! Provisional and Newspaper .
3,390* Variousissues,including nighvalues

4 .. I 6

4 -  1 6

6 . .  1 4

7 . .  1 8
5 . .  1 3
5 . .  7 6
9 . .  2 0
4 . .  5 0

7 . .  5 6
10 . .  2 4
8 . .  8 6

St . .  7 6

9 . .  10 0
1 1 . .  1 6
6 . .  1 9
5 . .  10 0
6 .. 0 10
7 . .  10 0
8 . .  4 0

7 . .  0 6

!
. .  3 
.. 1

0
6

5 . .  1 9
10 ..  2 0
4 . .  6 0

12 . .  10 0
9 . .  2 0
8 . .  7 6

7 . .  1 3
7 . .  1 0
4 . .  1 0

9 .. 20 0
to . .  2 0
4 . .  5 0
5 ..  4 0
9 ..  2 0
7 ..  6 0
9 ..  0 8

7 . .  4 0
9 ..  2 0
4 .. 5 0
6 ..  7 6

*3 . .  2 3

„  P O R T U G U E S E  C O L O N I E S  —coutintud.Nr. rr Stt. N.tnStt. t. <t.
3,39** Macao. 18 perf. 12$, 5, io, ao, 25,

40, 100, 200, and 300 r. . 8 .. 5 0
3>393f 1884, perf. 13^, 5, 50, 80, 100, and

200 r. . . . . s . .  4 0
3,39, t 1885, 10, 20, 25, 40, and 50 r. . 5 .. 1 9
3,395* „  Provisionals, diagonal sur

charge . . . . 7 ..  6
3,396* *887, Provi.ionals, horizontal sur

charge . . . . 5 ..  4 0
1885-87, three issues . . . 4 .. 4 0
1887, 5, 10, and 40 r. . . . 3 .. 1 3

3.397*
3.398*
3.399*
3.400*

3.40lt
3.4«»*
3.403*

3,404*

3.40S* 
3,406* 
3,427* 
3 408* 
3»4®9*

3.420*
3,422*

3,42a*
3.425*

3,429*

3,4.0*
3,4*'* 
3,4«at 
3,4*3* 
3 4*4*
3.4*7*

3,4*8* 
3,4*9* 
3.43** 
3.433* 
3.434* 
3,435* 
3 43®t 
3 43'* 
3 438* 
3,44>*

3,44** 
3 44i* 
3i447t

3,448* 
3 449* 
3,452*

3,45**

3.453*
3.454*

3.455*

3.456*

1888, 5, 10, 20, 25, 40, 50, 80, and 
100 r. . . .

1888, 5. to, 15, 20, 30, and 40 r.
1894, 10, 15, 20, 75, and 80 r. .

„  Provisionals, i, 3, 4, 6, and 
8 avos •. . . ,

1894, Provisionals, 13, x€, 31, and 
47 avos . .

1894, Provisionals, } to 47 avo>
1898, Vasco da Gama, 2$ to 150 r. . 

1* I  to 13 avos
„  16 to f7  avos

1899, Provisionals, 5, 10, 15, and
20 avos . . .

1898-1900, several issues 
Macao. Newspaper, including Pro* 

visional* . . . .
Newspaper, including Provisionals 

Madeira. 1876, large surcharge, 2}, 5, 
to. 15. and 25 r. . .

Mozambique 1877, 5, 10, 10, 20, 25, 25, 
50, 100, too. 2oo, and 200 r. . 

1881-85, to, 10, 25, 40, 50, and so r. 
■ 695-94. S, 10, 20, and 50 r. .
1898, to 80 r.

too to 300 r. .
Various issues

Mozambique Company. 1892,2}, 5,10, 
so, 25. 40, and 50 r. .

1892, 100, aoo, and 300 r.
1894, 2|, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, and 50 r. 

Nyassa. 1807, to 309 r . . .
1898, 2i to 300 r.
1901, 2 ■ to 50 r. .

,, 9 to 100 r.
,, 2 to 300 r. .
,. 3 to 50 r.

9} to 300 r. . . .
Ponta Delgada. 1899-93, 5, to, 15, 90, 

3S> S°* 75. 80, 100, 150, 900, and 
309 r. . . .

1697. *$ to 80 r.
,, too to 500 r. . .-

Portuguese Congo. 1893, to, 15, 25, 
80, and 100 r. . . .

1898, 9} to 80 r.
,. 100 to 300 r.

Portuguese India. 1873-77, including 
scarce old issues

Portuguese India. 1873-77, including 
scarce old issues 

1877, perf. ra} and 13}
1881, Provisionals, red and black 

surcharges . . . .
1881-89, surcharged on Crown type, 

1) to 6 r.
1881-89 surcharged on Crown type, 

1) to 6 r., t tangas

7 "
3 ♦
7  •• 

13
13 •
7 • 

to .. 
■  3 • 
7 • 

*3 -

3 0 
1 6
4 0

1 3

6 0

. 12 6

6 .. 5 0 

6 .. 6 •  
n 7 6

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W .C. 
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly, M E W  IS S U E S
D R E P A I D  s u b s c r ip t io n s  m u st c o m m e n c e  w ith  th e  

c u r r e n t  n u m b e r ,  a n d  c a n  b e  f o r  3 , 6 , o r  12 m o n th s  
a t  th e  fo llo w in g -  ra tes , p o s t - f r e e :—

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
MU UHUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

G t. B r ita in  
a n d

C o lo n ie s .

U .S .A .
a n d

C a n a d a .

F ra n ce , 
t ta ly , o r  

S p a in .
G e rm a n y .

3 m o n th s is .  8 d . 40  c . tc . a .0 0 m . 1 .70

6  . . 3s* 3d - 8 0  c . fc . 4 .0 0 m. 3 .2 5

<2 „ 6s. 6 d . $ 1 .6 0 fc . 8 .0 0 m . 6 .5 0

BACK NUMBERS.
W e  h a v e  g o t  b a c k  a  fe w  re tu rn s  fr o m  A g e n t s ,  a n d  

a re  n o w  a b le  t o  q u o t e  p r i c e s  fo r  s o m e  o f  th e  s c a r c e  
e a r ly  n u m b e r s , b u t  o n ly  a  fe w  c o p ie s  o f  N o s .  3  a n d  4 
are  in  h a n d , a n d  th e y  w ill  b e  o n ly  o b ta in a b le  b y  th o s e  
w h o  o r d e r  p r o m p t ly .

N o .  1 
>1 2 
•1 3 

4
»» 5

p r ic e ,  p o s t - fr e e ,  4 d. 
a ll s o ld  o u t . 
p r i c e ,  p o s t - fr e e ,  9 d.

M ... »/-
•» 11

6  t o  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r y l.  e a c h .

In  G re a t  B rita in  it  w ill  b e  c h e a p e r  f o r  o u r  r e a d e rs  
t o  o r d e r  G. S. W. f r o m  t h e ir  n e a re s t  N e w s a g e n t  o r  
S ta t io n e r , o r  fr o m  th e  R a ilw a y  B o o k s ta ll .  T h is  w il l  
sa v e  p o s t a g e ,  a n d  th e  p a p e r  w il l  b e  d e l iv e r e d  flat, in 
s te a d  o f  fo ld e d  as i t  w o u ld  b e  i f  p o s te d .

THE
Monthly Journal.

Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

PubUahod on tho laat day of oaoh month. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2/- per Annum.

AU Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
o f the current volume.

T H E  Monthly Jou rn al is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—
1st.—A series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors. 

2nd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The S e p t e m b e r  n u m b e r  contains a m o n g s t  other 
f e a t u r e s —

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . Five p a g e s .
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s , b y  L .  H a n c ia u . 
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , b y  C h a r le s  J .  P h illip s .
S t a m p s  o f  S o m e  N a t i v e  S t a t e s  o f  I n d i a , b y  

th e  E d ito r .
N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s . E tc .

B R I T I S H  G U I A N A .
1905. Type 28. M ultiple wmk.

1 c ., green . . . . .
2 c ,  purple and black on red . . . .
$ c ., ultramarine and lilac on blue

12  c ,  purple and violet . .  . .
24 c ., purple and green . ' .
£ o c ., green and rosine . .  .

C E Y L O N .
1905. K in g s  Head. M ultiple wmk.

2$ c ., ochre • . .  . . .
75 c ., blue and orange . . . . .

t r .  50 c ., grey . . .
2 r. 25 c ., brown and green .

C H A M B A .
1905. Service Stamps. King’ s  Head.

3 pies, slate . . . unused or used
$ a ., greeo . . . „  „
1 a ., carmine . . „  „
2 a ., purple . . .
4 a ., sage-green . .
8 a ., aniline mauve . .
1  r ., carmine and green . . . .

C R E T E .
1905. Provisional Government.

5, to, 20, and 50 lepta, and x drachma, set o f five used .
L A G O S .

1905. K ing's Head. M ultiple wmk. 
a jd ., purple and ultramarine on blue 
3d. „  ,, brown . •  .

L E E W A R D  I S L A N D S .
1905. K ing's Head. Multiple wmk.

3d ., purple and black .  . . . .
N I C A R A G U A .

190s. Provisional. Type 15  surcharged in blue. 
x c. on 2 c., vermilion . . .

O R A N G E - R I V E R  C O L O N Y .

r. d. 
o 1 
o 2 
o 4
o *
* 4
3 3

0 6
1 2
2 9 
4 O

o 2 
o t 
O 2
0 4
1 o
2 O 
4 3

4 o

O 4
O 5

°  5 

© 3

C a t  No. Variotts issues. Reduced Prices. 
6. 6d., rose-carmine . . .

51. 3d., ultramarine
n ot is .,  brown .
152. is . „  .
*53- S*-» Kreen
182. xs., brown .  .

P A T I A L A .
1 9c 5. K ing’s  Head.

3 pies, grey
1905.

8 as., aniline mauve
Service. K ing’s Head. 

R U S S I A .

used o 4
it o 6
”  0 lti 0 6
i> 4 ®
„  2 0

used O l 

. . 2 O

1901-4. With thunderbolts. Vertically laid.
3$ kop., green and violet . . . 1 3
50 ,, green and mauve . . t 6

S T .  L U C I A .
1905. K ing's Head. Multiple wmk.

id .,  purple and green
id. i. ,, carmine

aid . „  ultramarine
3*1. n „  orange .
6d. •1OQ. ,1 • , •
$s. green and carmine

S A L V A D O R .
1905. Provisionals.

0 1 
o 2

0  5 
o 8 
6 6

“ t cen t a v o  1 ”  on 2 c ., carmine . , , . t ©
8 (c.) on xa c ., lilac . . . 2 0
5 CENTAVOS 00 12 C., lilac .  . . . © 9
1905. Type 74, but dated 1900, with shield in black (No. 370) 

overprinted “  1905 ”  in blue.
so C , blue . . . . 2 0

W E S T E R N  A U S T R A L I A .
1905. Wmk. V  and Crown. Per/, xaj.

5d ., olive-yellow . . . , . o 8

S T A N L E Y  G IBB O N S, L T D ., 391, S TR A N D , L O N D O N
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N E W  Y O R K
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I

APPROVAL SHEETS
. i

O F  -

P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .

W E have the finest stock of Approval Sheets of Stamps in the Trade ; each sheet 4̂ 
contains too stamps, with the selling price marked above each stamp. Only 

stamps in perfect condition are put on these sheets, and every stamp sold is guaranteed 
a genuine original postage stamp. We do not sell any reprints or bogus stamps of 
any kind.

Any of the following sheets of stamps will be sent on approval for five days to 
collectors who are already upon our books, or to collectors who have not hitherto 
dealt with us, after receipt of the usual references.

Approval Sheets of Stamps will N O T be sent to boys at school unless 
we receive a request for same countersigned by a Master or Parent.

We annex a list of our newest sheets, and add to it the value of the sheet at 
marked prices, and also the net price we are prepared to take if the sheet is kept as 
a whole—as these sheets, being such good value, are often bought as presents.
N am e

of
S h e e t .

A. A.

B. R.

C. C.

D. D.

E . E.

F . F.

G. G.

H . H. 

I .I . 

JJ.
K . K.

L . L. 

M.M.

N.N.

C O N T A IN S  S T A M P S  O F

Great Britain, Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Bechuanaland

Bermuda, B. C. Africa, B. Columbia, B. E. Africa, B. Guiana, B. Honduras, 
B. Somaliland, B. S. Africa, Canada . . . . .

Canada, Cape, Cayman Islands, Ceylon . . . . .

Ceylon, Cyprus, Cook Islands, Dominica, Falkland, Fiji, Gambia, Gibraltar, 
Gold Coast . , . . . . .

Grenada, Heligoland, Hong Kong, India . . . . .

India, Chamba, Gwalior, Nabha, Pahala, Bhopal, Hyderabad, &c.

Poonch, Travancore, Jamaica, Labuan, Lagos, Leeward Islands 

Malta, Mauritius, Montserrat, Natal, Newfoundland

N. S. Wales, New Zealand, Niger Coast, North Borneo

North Borneo, Northern Nigeria, Orange River Colony, Queensland, 
St. Helena . . . . . . .

St. Kitts, Nevis, St. Lucia, St, Vincent, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
S. Australia, Stellaland, Straits Settlements . . . .

Johor, Perak, Federated Malay States, Sudan, Tasmania, Tobago

Transvajal, Trinidad, Turks Islands, Uganda, Victoria

Virgin Isles, -West Australia, Zanzibar, Zululand, and New Issues

N e t  P r ic e  
for THE

V a l u e . W h o l bS h e e t . 
£  r . d. £  s. d.
1 1 1  1 1  ...  1  6  0

2 1 8 ... 1 13 0

1 1 1  5 ...  1  6  0

2 17 3 ... 2  5 0

1 14 5 ... 1 7 0

1 6 8 ... 1  1  6

1 10 2 ... 1 5 0

2 2 s ... 1 13 6
1 7 o ... 1 1 6

2  1 4 9 ... 2  2  6

2 15 8 ... 2 4  0

1 13 7 ... 1 7 0

2 12 7 ... 2 3 0

1 10 4 ... 1 4  0

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S, Limited, 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N  W .C.
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CHEAP SETS OF

Foreign Countries’ P ostage Stam ps.
R E V IS E D  S E R IE S  FO R  1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  l a s t  P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

Used. * Unused A  Used and Unused.% AH Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rd erin g  it is  only n ecessary  to quote N am e o f  C ountry, N u m b er o f  Set, and the Price.

P O R T U G U E S E  C O L O N I E S  — continued.
No. of Sft. No. in Set. r.
3 ,4 3 7 *  P o r t u g u e s e  I n d i a .  :8 8 r - 8 a ,  s u r c h a r g e d  

o n  C r o w n  t y p e ,  1 J  to  6 r . ,  2 . 4 , a n d  
8 u n g a s  . .  6  . .  25

3 ,4 5 8 *  18 8 2 - 8 3 ,  1 $  r .  t o  $  t a n g a s  8  . .  2
3 .4 5 9 *  18 8 3 , 4 }  o n  4 0  a n d  to o  r. 4  . .  2 ?
3 ,4 6 0 !  „  in c lu d in g  t )  o n  1 0  r .  . 4  . .  4
3 , 4 6 1 !  18 8 5 , i j .  4 $ . 4 ! .  a n d  6  r .  a n d  1  t a n g a  5  . .  0
3 ,4 6 s *  18 8 3 - 19 0 0 ,  v a r io u s  is s u e s ,  in c lu d in g

h ig h  v a lu e s  . .  .  1 9  . .  3
3 ,4 8 3 *  >894, 4 } ,  6 , 9  r  a n d  a  l a n g a s  .  . 4  . .  1
3 ,4 6 4 !  < 8 9 6 -19 0 0 , i j  a n d  9  r . ,  1 ,  a ,  4 , a n d

8 t .  a n d  1 }  on a  t. 7  . ,  2
3 ,4 6 8 t  S t .  T h o m a s  a n d  P r i n c e  I s l a n d s ,  18 6 9 ,

5 , 3 5 . 5 0 , a n d  xoo r. . . 4  . .  3
3 ,4 6 9 *  18 7 0 - 8 5 , 5 ,  5 , to , ao , 3 5 ,  2 5 , 10 0 ,2 0 0 ,

a n d  3 0 0  r .  . . . 9  . .  4
3 ,4 7 0 !  1 8 8 1 - 8 5 , in c lu d in g  b o th  p l a i e s o f s o r .  6  . .  1
3 .47* t  18 8 7 , 5 . : o ,  a o , 4 0 ,5 0  r . ,  a n d  5  on 1 0 .  6  . .  3
3 ,4 7 s *  18 9 8 , a j  t o S o r .  . t o  . .  2
3>4 ?3* n  xo o  to  3 0 0  r . '  . 4 . - 6
3 .4 7 7 *  T i m o r .  18 8 5 , p e r t .  x a£ , 5 , 1 0 ,  3 5 , 5 0 , to o ,

a n d  3 0 0  r. . .  . 6 . 3
3 ,4 7 8 !  18 8 5 , p e r '*  ‘ 3 * .  5 , 10 ,  a o , to o ,  a n d

30 0  r. . 5  • 4
3 ,4 7 9 !  18 8 7 , 5 ,  xo , a o , a $ ,  4 0 , a o d  50  r .  6  . .  1
3 ,4 8 0 !  , ,  8 0 , xo o , 20 0 , a n a  30 0  r .  .  .  4  . .  7
3 ,4 8 s !  18 9 3 -9 4 , 1 0 ,  1 5 ,  10 0 ,  1 5 0 ,  a o o , a n d

30 0  r. .  .  . 6 . 1 0
3 ,4 8 s *  18 9 5 . P r o v is io n a ls ,  }  to  4 7  a v o s  .  xx . .  *6
3 .4 8 4 !  18 9 8 - 19 0 0 ,  }  to  1 3  a v o s  .  9  . .  2
3 .4 8 5 *  1 6 t o 4 7 a v o s  .  4  . .  6
3 ,4 8 6 *  1 8 9 3 - 19 0 0 ,  v a r io u s  is s u e s  9  . .  I
3 ,4 8 7 *  N e w s p a p e r ,  in c lu d in g  fo u r  P r o 

v i s io n a ls  .  .  5  . .  0
3 .488* Z a m b e a i a .  18 9 4 , to ,  1 5 ,  a o , 7 5 ,  8 0 , X50,

a n d  a o o  r .  . .  . 7  . .  1 0
3*48 9* 18 9 8 - 19 0 0 ,  2 $  to  8 0  r .  9  . .  2
3 .4 9 0 *  , ,  x o o  t o  3 0 0  r .  4  . .  6
3 ,4 9 s *  P o r t u g u e s e  C o l o n i e s  m i x e d .  M o s t ly  

o ld  C r o w n  ty p e ,  in c lu d in g ; s e v e r a l  
4 0 ,2 0 0 ,  a n d  3 0 0 r .  . .  . 5 0  . .  6

3*494* 
3 .495* 
3.498 
3  497* 
3 .498* 
3 .499*

3 .500*
3.SW*
3 -S o s*

3. 503*
3. 5«H*
3.505*
3.507*

3.S08*

R O U M A N I A .
18 6 2 -6 5 ,  in c lu d in g  th r e e  o f  t h e  o ld  s q u a r e  7  
18 6 6  ( A u g .) ,  a ,  2 ,  3 ,  a n d  a o  p . . 4

„  , ,  io c lu d in g  s c a r c e  s h a d e s  6
18 6 9 , 1 0 ,  1 5 ,  2 5 ,  a n d  5 0  b a n i  .  4
18 7 2 - 7 8 ,  i j ,  i * .  3 ,  1 0 ,  a n d  2 5  b .  . 5

, ,  io c lu d in g  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  a n d  
v a r io u s  p e r fs .  .  .  .  a o

18 8 5 - 8 7 ,  v a r io u s  p e r fs .  . 1 1
. .  . .  • * .  . 2 3

18 8 9 , A r m s , p e r f .  1 3 } ,  i | ,  3 ,  5 ,  1 5 ,  a n d  25
b a n i . . . .  5

18 9 1 - 9 4 ,  v a r io u s  p e r fs .  . . 1 1

18 9 3 -9 9  a n d  w a t e r m a r k s  . 3 1
U n p a id ,  18 8 1 - 9 3 ,  in c lu d in g  b r o w n  5 2  a n d  

6 0  b a n i . . . .  8
U n p a id ,  1 8 8 1 - 9 2 ,  in c lu d in g  3 5  b .,r e d -b r o w n  1 1

4
4
4
6
3

3
4
3

4
7
6
3

3
2

R U S S I A .
3 , 5 1 1 *  1 8 5 8 - 6 4 ,3 ,  1 0 ,  a o , a n d  3 0  k o p e c k  
3 , 5 1 a *  1 8 5 8 - 7 1 ,  in c lu d in g  tw o  3 0  k .  .
3 . 5 1 3 *  18 6 8 -7 9 , 1 ,  8 , a n a  1 0  k .
3 .5 * 4 *  „  in c lu d in g  e r r o r  3  1c.
3 .5 *5*  < 8 8 3, 1 ,  3 f  e ,  9 , 3 ,  « , a n d  1 4  It.
3 . 5 1 6 *  „  in c lu d in g  7 0  k .  a n d  1  r o u b le
3 .5 * 7 *  * 8 8 9 -9 2 , 1 ,  a ,  3 ,  4 , 5 .  7 , x o , a n d  1 4  k .

d.

0
6
6
0
9

9
0

6

6

0
0
9
0
0

6

0
9
8

0
0
0
0
3

9

0
0
0

0

6
0
0
0
0

0
6
0

6
6
0

0

0
6
6
0
0
0
9

<1 Stt. 
8 .. 
7 •• 
7  -•

.. _  R U S S I A  —continued.
No. 0* Stt. No. t
3 ,5 1 8 *  18 8 9 -9 2 , in c lu d in g  35  k . ,  a n d  s u r c h a r g e d  . 
3 ,5 2 0 *  L e v a n t .  18 6 6 -8 4 , in c lu d in g  e a r ly  is s u e s  
3 .5* * *  „  . .  „

FINLAND.
3  5 * 5 *  18 7 5 ,  p e r f .  1 1 ,  a ,  5 .  8 , a o , a ; ,  a n d  32  p e n n i 6  . 
3 ,5 * 6 *  , ,  „  in c lu d io g  1  m a r k  .  8  ,
3 .5 * 7 *  18 8 2 - 8 3 ,  p e r f .  t a | ,  2 ,  5 ,  5 ,  to , 2 0 , 2 0 ,  a n d

*5 P  ♦  - . 7  •
3 .5 1 8 *  i f 8 2 -8 3 , in c lu d in g  tw o  1  m a r k  .  .  i t  .
3 .5* 9* 18 8 9 -9 0 , a , 5 ,  1 0  a o , 2 5  p . a n d  1  in k .  6  .
3 ,5 3 0 *  , ,  in c lu d in g  1 m k .  . . 7  .
3 . 5 3 1 *  „  5  a n d  zo  m k s . , . a  .
3 ,5 3 a *  18 9 1 ,  x, a ,  4 , 7 ,  1 0 ,  14 ,  2 0 , 3 5 . a n d  j o  k . . 9  .
3  533*  3 ,  4 . 7 . ao . 3 5 . a n a  50  k . . 7
3, 534*  o  i  a n d  3 }  r o u b le s  2 .
3 .535* 18 9 5 , in c lu d in g  F in n is h  a n d  R u s s ia n  ty p e s  6  .
3 .5 3 6 *  T u r k i s h  E m p i r e .  19 0 0 , 4 , 4 , a n d  to

p a r a ,  a n d  1  p ia s .  . . 4 ,

S A L V A D O R .
3 .5 3 9 *  18 6 7 , J ,  1 ,  a , a n d  4 r e a le s  . 4 .
3 ,5 4 ^ *  18 7 4 . s u r c h a r g e d ,  £ ,  1 ,  a , a n d  4 r e a le s  . 4  .
3 ,54**  >879, 1 ,  1 ,  a , s .  5 | to , a n d  a o c .  7  .
3 ,5 4 a *  18 6 7 -8 9 , v a r io u s  is s u e s  . . 9  .
3 .543* 18 8 7 -8 9 , in c lu d in g  P r o v is io n a l s  .  9  ,
3 .5 4 4 *  18 9 0 , 1 c .  t o  t  p c  ao  . .  9  .
3  545* * 8 9 1 „  „
3 .5 4 6 *  18 9 2  „  „
3 *547*  1 8 9 1 - 9 2 ,  P r o v is io n a ls  
3 .5 4 8 *  18 9 3 ,  i c . t o i  p e s o  .
3 .549* .» a ,  5 ,  a n d  1 0  p e s o s
3 .5 5 0 *  18 9 4 , 1  c .  to  1  p e s o  .
3 , 5 5 1 *  „  2 ,  5 ,  a n d  1 0  p e so s
3 ,5 5 a *  18 9 5 ,  s u r c h a r g e d  w ith  A r m s ,  1  c .  to  1  p e so  
3 * 5 5 3 *  , .  s o d  is s u e ,  t c . to  1  p e s o
3 .5 5 5 *  1 s t  is s u e ,  1  c . to  1  p e s o
3 .5 5 8 *  „  a n d  „  1  c  to  to o  c .  .
3  557* i 8 t f t t c .  to  1 0 0  c .  .
3 .5 5 8 *  P r o v is io n a ls  
3 .SS9 * >898, 1  c .  to  t p e s o  .
3 ,5 6 0 *  16 9 1 - 9 8 ,  c o n t a in in g  P r o v is io n a l ,  s c a r c e

v a lu e s ,  a n d  m a n y  is s u e s  . 3 6
3 ,5 6 1 *  18 9 7 , w ith  W h e e l ,  1 .  a ,  a ,  3 ,  3 .  a n d  1 0  c  . 6  .
3 ,5* » *  . ,  , ,  1 , a , 3 . 5 . t o . t a , a n d  1 3 c .  7  .
3 ,5 6 4 *  1900^ in c lu d in g  fo u r  r a r e  P r o v is io o a ls ,

w u b d a t e  5
3 ,5 6 5 *  19 0 0 , in c lu d in g  tw o  r a r e  P r o v is io n a ls ,  w i th

d a te  .  .  5
3 ,5 6 6 *  19 0 0 ,  fo u r  w i t h  d a te  a n d  fo u r  w i th  A r m s  8 
3 ,5 6 7 *  l f  io c lu d in g  fo u r  w i th  d a t e  a n d  fo u r

w ith  A r m s  . .  1 0
3 .566* 19 0 0 , s m a ll  S h ie ld ,  1 , 1 ,  a ,  3 , 5 , to ,  1 2 ,  1 3 ,

a n d  2 4  c .  .  .  9
3 5 6 9 *  10 0 0 , sm a tl S h ie ld  .  .  . .  5
3 ,5 7 0 *  U n p a id ,  18 9 5 ,  s c. to  50  c .  .
3,57<* , ,  18 9 6 , 1  c .  to  50  c .
3 ,5 7 s *  , ,  18 9 7 ,  1  c .  to  50  c .  .
3 .573* , ,  18 9 8 , t  c .  to  50  c .  .
3.574* »» 19 0 0 , w ith  W h e e l,  1 ,  a ,  3 ,  5 ,  a n d

1 0  c .  . 5
3 .575* P a r c e l  P o s t .  5  c .  *0  50 c .  .  . s
3 ,5 7 6 *  R e t u r n .  R e c e ip t ,  a n d  R e g is t r a t io n  . .  6
3 ,5 7 7 *  O ff ic ia l ,  18 9 6 , 1 s t  t y p e ,  1  c .  to  1 p e so  
3.578* , ,  „  a n d  , ,  i c .  to  10 0  c.
3 .5 7 9 *  11 ». w ith  a n d  ty p e  o f  s u r c h a r g e
3 ,5 6 0 *  „  18 9 7 , i ' t  t y p e ,  1  c .  to  10 0  c .  . 1 2
3  5 8 1 *  „  18 9 9 , w ith  w h e e l ,  x , 3 ,  5 ,  1 3 ,  3 6 ,

a n d  5 0  c .  .  6
3 .5 8 a *  O ff ic ia l ,  19 0 0 ,  1 ,  a , 3 ,  5 .  1 0 ,  i a ,  a n d  1 3  c . .  7

j . 4  
0 6 
4 0 
3 6

.2 5  0 

. 3 6

1 3

1 3 
3 6 
5 6 
5 0 
3 0 
1  6  
1  6 
1  6 
1  9 
1  6 
1  6 
1  6

1 6

5  0 
2 3
1 9
6 6

2 0
1  9

2 6

. 5 

. 1  

. 1  

. 1  
, I  

1

. 3 

. 1  

. 1  

. I  
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® C o n te n ts

1. T H E  C O U N T R I E S  O F  T H E  W O R L D !
B R I T I S H  S O U T H  A F R I C A .
By Edward J, Nankloell . . . 273

1. R E M A I N D E R S  A N D  E R R O R S .
By Reo. T. C. Walton, M.A. . . . . *77

3. IN G L E -N O O K  Y A R N S  : W h y  S ilv e s te r  C o llects  
S ta m p s. By C. Raymond Megson . . . 178

4. S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S  F O R  
R E A D E R S  .

•G . S . W .”

; J  * 1

uw

IHead Office.
6. N E W  I S S U E S  : C re te —R u s s ia —T r a n s v a a l . . >8a

6. T H E  S T A M P  K IN G . By 0 . de Beauregard and H.
de Oorsse, Translated from the French by Edith C. 
Phillips . . . . . .  183

7. S P E C I A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  : N o tes  from
N e w  Y o rk —O ur L e tte r  from G re e ce  . . >85

8. P H I L A T E L I C  S O C I E T I E S :  D u n d e e -In te r -
nation al P h ila te lic  U nion  — L e e d s  — L e ic e s te r  — 
L iverp o o l—S co ttish —Ju n io r  . . . . >86

9. A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  . . >88

10. O U R  P H I L A T E L I C  D I A R Y :  O ctober, N ovem ber >68
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Gibbons Stamp Weekly. N E W  IS S U E S
p  R E P A ID  subscriptions must commence with the 
*  current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 

at the following rates, post-free :—

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL UHUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

G t  Britain 
and

Colonies.

U .S .A .
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6 „ 3s- 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25
ta „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
W e  have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable b y those 
who order promptly.

No. 1
». *
> 3 
». 4
* §, 6 to

. . . price, post-free, 4d.

. . . all sold out

. . . price, post-free, 9d.
• • • >• >• 1/-
................................  6d-

current number „  ,, 3<f.each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.-

THE
Monthly Journal.

Edited by M ajor E . B . E V A N S .

Published tn the last day at aaeh month.

S U B S C R I P T I O N S : 2 /-  p e r A n n u m .

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
o f the current volume.

T HE M onthly Jo u rn a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—
1 s t —A series of entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers of the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The S e p t e m b e r  number contains amongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . F ive  p ages.
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L . H anciau. 
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , by Charles J . Phillips.
S t a m p s  o f  S o m e  N a t iv e  S t a t e s  o f  I n d ia , b y  

the Editor.
N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s . Etc.

G O LD  C O AST.
1905. King's Head. Multiple wmk. s. <i.

id., lilac and carmine (ordinary paper) . 0 2
L O U R E N Z O  M A R Q U E S.

1903. Type 6.
2$ reis, carmine . 0
50 ,, brown . 0 S
75 ,, magenta . . . . . 0 i

400 „  dull blue - 3 0
M ACAO .

1903. Type 29.
2 avos, grey-green • 0 3
3 „  slate . . 0 2
4 ,, carmine . 0 3
6 ,, red-brown . 0 4
8 ,, grey.brown . 0 S

12 ,, lilac . . 0 s
13 i» grey-brown . 0 9
18 ,, orange-brown on pink 1
47 „  dull blue on straw . t 3

M O ZA M BIQ U E.
1903. Type 10.

2$ reis, carmine . 0 »
50 ,, brown . . 0 s
75 „  magenta . 0 '

400 „  dull blue on cream • 3 0
P A T IA L A .

1)0$. Service. Kind's Head.
3 a., purple . . . . .  used o 4 

P O N T A  D E L G A D A .
. , *905. Type 4.

50 rets, ultramarine . . . - . . 0 5
75 „  brown and carmine . . . o 6

as reis, carmine 
,, brown . 
„  magenta

P O R T U G U E S E  G U IN E A . 
Type 6.

R U S S IA .
190$. War Stamps.

Set of four values
S U D A N .

190S-4. Multiple wmk.
5 ra., carmine and black . . . .  used

1903-4. Official. Multiple wmk.
1 m., brown and carmine , *  . used
a p., black and blue . . . . .
5 p., brown and green

X903-4. Official. Wmk. type >
t m., brown and pink . used 0 ■
1 m. „  (var. round stops ; in vertical pair) . „  1 0

S W IT Z E R L A N D .
>905. Hew wmk. Per/, x 11 x  11.

35 c., blue
TIM O R . 

' »  Type 7.

. 0 t

3 avos, grey-green . . 0 2
5 „  carmine . , 0 ;
6 , ,  brown . 0 4
9 ,, red-brewn . . 0 .i

10 11 grey-brown 
sa ,, dull blue

. 0 " 

. 0 7
13 „  lilac . . 0 7
15 ,, violet . • . o '
99 ,, orange-brown on pink 
20 ,, brown on straw .

• , X 
. ,  . I

47 „  violet on pink . . 2 ■
T R A N S V A A L .

190$. Kings Head. Multiple wmk. Colour changed. 
id., carmine and carmine . . o

S T A N L E Y  G IBB O N S, L T D ., 391, S TR A N D , L O N D O N
STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198, BROADWAY, NEW YORK
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1 9 0 5 - 6

Rod Stamp Catalogue.
POCKET SIZE, in Ttoo Volumes. N ew  Edition.

V O L. I. contains all

Postage Stamps of Great Britain and the British Coionies.
V O L. II. contains the P r ic e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

Postage Stamps of the Rest of the World.
T r i c e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e ,  2/9.

N oth. —The collector will find in this Catalogue a mass of u sefu l information given by no other Catalogue known to us. 
We divide and price s e p a ra te ly  all minor varieties o f perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 
the v a lu e  o f rare varieties he m ay possess, and which are not given in any other catalogue.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D . ,

HEAD O FFICE and Address for all Correspondence :

3 9 1 ,  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .
C IT Y  B R A N C H >— 87 G r a c o c h u r c h  S trom t, L o n d o n , W .C .

STAMP AUCTION DEPARTMENT.
Our AUCTION DEPARTMENT is conducted under the Name o f

GLENDINING & CO., LTD.,
7 ,  A R G Y L L  S T R E E T ,  R E G E N T  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  W .

(Adjoining Oxford Circus Railw ay Station.)

PO STA Q B ST A M P  AU CTIO N C A T A LO G U ES m ay be bad  on application . ST A M P  S A L E S  every
altern ate TH U RSD AY and FR ID A Y .

S M A L L  O R  L A R G E  C O L L E C T IO N S  promptly Catalogued and arranged for Sale. Value advanced pending realization 
i f  desired. A il Accounts settled within ten days o f Sale.

G r a t i s  S t a m p s ,  N o s .  2 1  3  2 2 .

R EADERS in Great Britain should receive with this number the two stamps described 
below.

Subscribers residing out of Great Britain can have the gratis stamps sent to them once 
in six months on receipt of an addressed envelope and postage.

(This course has to be adopted in order to comply, with the rules of the British Post Office.)

f e s ii j jp s aIn the annexed spaces our British readers
should find TWO NEW SOUTH WALES
STAMPS, tooth used.'

[<?&g H B jt .ŝSP
STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND,. LONDON, W.C.
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CHEAP SETS OF

Foreign Countries’ Postage Stam ps.
R E V IS E D  S E R IE S  FO R  1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  l a s t  P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

U sed* Unused,\ Used and Unused.% A ll Guaranteed Genuine. No Reprints.

In O rd erin g  it is only n ecessary  to  quote N am e o f  C ountry, N u m b er o f  S e t, and the Price.

N t.tr Set.
.S A M O A .

3,585! 1887-94, $d., id ., 2d., and ajd . 
35 8 6 ! „  later perfs., Ad., id ., id .,

2d., sd. .
3,587* 1887-94, later perfs., including is.

35 8 8 ! 1895^99, including six Provisionals . 
35«9t Provisional Government, $d. to is. .

A r0. in  Stf.

4 ••
id .,

. 6 . .
and

• 7 ••
. 9 ..
• 7 ••

1

1

4
3
4

S E R V IA .
3,59a! 1866-69, t, 2, 2d, and 40 para . 4 . - 10
3,593! 1869-78, including imperf. and various

perfs. . . . . 10 . .  2
3,594* 1869-78, including imperf. and various

* perfs. . . . . 7 . .  3
3.59St t88x, 5, to, 20, 25, 5 0 p., and t dinar . 6 . .  0
3.596! 1890, 5, 10 , 1 5 ,  as, and 25 p. . 5 0
3,597* »> 5, 10 , 15 , 20, 25, and 5 0 p. 6 . .  1
3,59® !  .. 5, 10 , 15 , 20, 25, 50 p ., and t dinar . 7 . .  2
3.600! 1894-1901, 1 ,  5 , 1 0 , 1 0 , 1 5 ,  20, 25 p. . 7 . .  1
3,6011 Unpaid, 5, 10, ao, 30, and 50 p. . . 5 . .  2

S H A N G H A I.

h. 
6

0
0
0

0

0
9
6
0
0
3
0

N o. 0/Stt.
SPAIN —continued.

N o. in  Set.

3,645! 1874, 2, 5, 10, 20, 25, and 40 c. 6 ..
3,646* ,, including 1 and 4 pesetas with O. . 7 . .
3,647! 1874-75, *i io* 10, xo> 25, and so c . . . 6 ..
3,648* „  including 4 0 c , brown . 7 . .
3,649! 1876, 5 ,10 ,2 5 , 40, 50c., 1 ,4 ,  and 10 pesetas 8 . .
3,6s i !  1878-82, 2, 2, 10, 15, 25, 30, and 40 c. . 7 ..
3,65a* ,, including to pesetas with O. . 15 ..
3,653! 1889, 2, 2, 5, 15, ao, 25, and 30 c. . . 7 ..
3*654! ,, 40, so, 75 C., 1 and 4 pesetas . 5 ..
3,655* ,, including 1 , 4, and xo pesetas with O. 13 ..
3,656! 1900, 2, 5, to, 15 , 20, 25, 30, 40, 50 c ., and

3.658!
3.«59*
3,«6ot
3.« it
3.*®*t
3 ««3t

3. « 4*
3 .« S t

t peseta . . . .
Carlist stamps, 16  m., 50 c ., x r., and 1 r. 
Fiscal-Postal and W ar T a x  stamps .
W ar T a x  stamp . . .

„  1879, 50 c ., 1 and 5 pesetas
Official, 1854, A, 1 ,  and 4 onzas, and 1 libra 

„  1855, "A, i , i ,  and 4 onzas, and
1 libra  ̂ .

Official, including Congress stamp . 
Chamber o f Deputies stamp .  .  .

10 . .  
4
9 • 
8 ..
3 ••
4 ••

3,604! 1866-76, including two scarce Provisionals 
3,605! 1877, 20, 20, 40, 60, 80, and too cash 
3,606! 1884-86, including 2oon 40c., and different 

p erfs.. . . . .
3,607! t886- 83. Provisionals, including inverted 

surcharge . . . .
3,60S! 1888-89, no wmk. and watermarked . 
3,609! 1890-92, 2, 2, 5, io , 15, and 20 c.
3 ,6 12 ! 1892-03, 2, $, 10, 15, and 20 c.
3 ,6 11 !  1893, Provisionals . . . .
3 ,6 1a ! 1885-93, including two scarce Provisionals
3,6x3! 1893, 4, 1. 2, 2, 5, 10, 15, and 20 c. . 
3.6x4! „  Jubilee, 4, i ,  2, 5, 10 15, and 20 c. .
3 ,6 15 ! 1896, 3, 4, and 6 c. . .
3 ,616! Postage Due, 1893, black and blue sur* 

charges . . .
3,6x7! Postage Due, 1893, 4» 5* *0, *5. aQd

20 c. . * • . .

S IA M .
3,6aot 1883, 3 lottes, att, pynung, songpy, and 

salung . . .
3,6ax* 1883, att, songpy, and salung 
3,6aa! : 836, 2, 3, 4, 8, xa, 24, and 64 atts 
3.6*3* ,, 1 ,  3. 3, 4, 8, 12 , 24, and 64 atts
3.6*4! 1889-93, Provisionals 
3,6*5! 1894-99, Provisionals all different from 

Z  last set . . .
3,6*6* 1P94 -99, Provisionals all different from 

last set . . . . .
3,6*7! 1900, 2, 3, 4, 8, and 10 atts .

S P A IN .
3,630* 1850-54, several issues
3.63** 1860-61, 2, 4, i s  c., i and i  real
3,633! 1856-61, including rare 1  and 2 real, wmk.

'*r3  Crossed Lines . . . .
3.®34t ‘ 1862, 2, 4, 12 , and 19 c ., 1 and 3 real 
3,636* 1864-651 including 12  c ,  perf. and imperf. 
3.63?! 1866-69 „  12  c. and 100 mils
3,638* ,, several issues . > .
3  639! 1870, 1 , 2, 4, xo, 25, 25, 50, and 100 mils. . 
3 .6 4 1! 187*, 9, 5, XO, 19, 20, 25, SO C.
3.64a* ,, including t and 4 pesetas with O. •
3,643! 1873, 5, to, 25,40, and 50 c. .
3.644* ». 5* »o» *5. 40. and 50 c . .

6
6

7

7
7 
6 
5
5
6
8 
7 
3

7

7

7
3
7
8 
7

i t

to
5

9
5

6 
6 
9
7 

14
8
7
8 
5 
5

. .  14 0 

. .  13 6

. 5 0

. . 5  6 
. . 4  6 
. . 7  6 
. . 5  0 
. . 6  0 
. . 4  0 
. .  1 3 
. . 2  6 
. . 0  5

. .  10 0

. .  1 0

. . 5  0 

. . 3  0 

. . 5  0 

. .  1 3 

. . 2  9

. . 2  0

. 2 6 

.. 0 10

3,670!
3»®7*

3.®7» !
3,*73t
3674!
3 .67S*
3.676!
3677!
3 .678!
3.679!
3.68o!
36 8 1*
3,68a!
3.683!
3,684!
36 8 5!
3.686!
3.687*
3.688!

3 « , i t  
3,<S»»t 
3*93 
3.694t 
3.695! 
3 ,696! 
3 697* 
3.698!
3.699!

. .  1 

. .  1

.. 12 

. . 1 0  

. .  7 

. .  7 

. .  4 

.. 3 

. .  4 

.. 2 

.. 4 

. .  1

3 3>7<>ot
8 .

3,7®>!
6
0 3 7°» !
0
6 3.7®3!

9
6
0
0
0

3.704!

C U B A .
1856, including wmk. Crossed Lioes 
1855-57, with rare winks. Loops and 

Lozenge . . . .
1862-64. }• l ,  $» 4, 1, and 2 real, Plata 
1866, 5, to, 20, and 40 ceotimos 
>867, 5. xo, 20. and 40 ,,
1864-69, various issues
1868, 5, 10, 20, and 40 c.
1869, 5, to, 20, and 40 c.
1870-71, 1 0 , 12 k  20, 25, 50 c., and 1 peseta
1873, l3 !< >5. and 50 c. . .
1874, 12$, 25. 50, 50 c ., and 1 peseta 
1870-73, various issues, including x peseta
1875, 2 J, 25, 50 C , and 1 peseta
1876 „  „  „
*877 „  ,, „  . .
1878, 5, 10 (blackJ, 12 $ , 12$, 25, and 50 c.
1879, 5, i2$ , 95, c., and t peseta .
1875-79, various issues
1880, 5, 12$, 25, 50 c., and 1 peseta .
1881, 1, 2, 2$, 5, 10, and 20 c. .
1862, 1 , 2, 2$, 5, and to c. .
1883, 5. 10 ,2 0  c ., with various surcharges 
1883-88, 2$, 2$. 2$, 10 , >0, 20, and 20 c. . 
1880-88, various issues, including scarce . 
1890, i, 2 2$, 5, and ao c. .
1891-94, i, 1, 2, 2$, 5, xo, and 20 c. . 
1896-97, x, a, 2$, 5, 10 , and 20 c. . 
1890-98, various issues . .
1898. t, 2, 3, 5, 6. 8, and to c. . .
Newspaper stamps, 1888, $, 1 ,  2, 3, 4, and

8 mils. . . .
Newspaper stamps, 1890, $, 1, a, 3, 4, and 

8 mils. . . . .
Newspaper stamps, 18 9 3 ,$ , x, 2, 3, 4, and 

8 mils. . . . .
Newspaper stamps, 1894, $, t , 9, 3, 4, and 

8 mils. . . . .
Newspaper stamps, 1896, $, 1 ,  », 3, 4, and 

8 mils. . • . .
Newspaper stamps, 18 9 8 ,1 ,3 ,3 ,  and 5 mils.

„  , ,  1888-06, various issues
Various issues, including nigh values. Pro- 

visional*, and scarce old types. A  fine 
set. E xtra  good value .

4

8 .. 
• 6 .. 
4 ••

6 ..
3
5 ••
8 .-
4 • • 
4 ••
4 ••
6 ..
5 •• 

10 ..
5 ••
6 .. 
5 ••

12 .. 
7 ••

17
5 ••
7
6 .. 

*3 •• 
7 ••

6 ..

6 ..

6 ..

6 ..

6
4
9 ••

53 ••

/, d.
6 0
1 3
2 3
3 9 
6 0 
3 0 
2 6 
1 6 
7 6 
1 0

3 0 
2 0 
1  6
3 0
4 6
1 3

2 0 
1  6 
0 6

0 9

6 0 
7 6 
5 0 
3 0 
5 0 
2 0 
7 6 
3 9
1 3
5 0
2 9 
1  0 
2 0 
2 0
6 3 
1 9
3 0
1 3
4 0 
1  0 
6 0
3 6
4 0 
1  6 
1 6 
0 8
2 9
3 0

1  0 

1 0 

1  0 

0 6

0 6
0  4
1 0

7 6

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 3 9 '. STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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C o n ten ts®

1. T H E  C O U N T R I E S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :
B A D E N . By Edward J, Nankivett . <89

2. R E M A I N D E R S  A N D  E R R O R S .
By Rev. 7. C, Walton, M.A. . . . . *91

3. T H E  G U M  Q U E S T I O N : A  F ra g m e n t found n ear
C oln ey  H a tch  . . . .  *93

4. W H A T  S T A M P S  T O  B U Y .  By One Who Knows . 294

6. G O S S I P  O F  T H E  H O U R . By Cornelius Wrinkle.
T h e  N e w  G . P . 0 .— “  D a i ly  N e w s ”  D r iv e l—H igh  
P o s ta l W a g e s —Om nibus L e t t e r  B o x e s —U n iv e rsa l 
P e n n y  P o s ta g e —O u r K in g ’s  P o r tr a it  .  , . *95

. a  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S  F O R  « G . S .  W ."
R E A D E R S  . .  - . *97

7.  N E W  I S S U E S : B e c h u a n a la a d  P ro te c to ra te —B ra z il
—C re te —G erm an  M orocco— M a lta —S w itze rla n d — 
T u r k e y  .  . . .  >98

8. T H E  S T A M P  K IN G . By 6. de Beauregard and H.
de Qorsse. Translated from  the French by Edith C. 
Phillips . . . . .  299

9. P H I L A T E L I C  S O C I E T I E S :  B ir m in g h a m -
B r is to l an d  C lifton —D undee an d  D istr ic t—E n ter® 
p rise— H e rts —V ic to r ia —Sh effield  Y .M .C .A .  . 30a

l a  A N S W E R S  T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  .  . 304

I L  O U R  P H I L A T E L I C  D I A R Y :  N o vem ber .  .  304

IHead Office.

iCity Branch J

L O N D O N :  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S .  L I M I T E D .
H B A D  O P P I C B : 3 9 , ,  S T R A N D , W .C .

C IT Y  B R A N C H : 9 7 .  d R A C B C H U R C H  S T R B B T . B .C .
N E W  Y O R K :  S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , I N C O R P O R A T E D . 198 , B R O A D W A Y .
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y . N EW  IS S U E S
p  REPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
1 current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 1 2  months 

at the following rates, post-free :—

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL Imosio UNLESS DTUERWISE STATED.

G t Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

j  mouths is. 8d. 40 c. fo. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 „ 3s* 3<L 80 c. fie. 4.00 m. 3.25

*2 .* 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 • price, post-free, 4d.
»• 2 • . • all sold out.
»» 3 • • price, post-free, 9d.
»» 4 • »* •» */“
»» 5 • • •» •» We
„  6 to current number ,, ,, 3d.each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E
Monthly Journal.

Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .

Publlih&d M On Int d lf it  m il mirth. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 / . per Annum.

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
i f  the current volume.

T H E  M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
i at.—A 'series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

sod.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The O c t o b e r  number contains amongst other 
features— .

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t ie s . S ix  pages.
N o t e s  f r o m  o u r  R e f e r e n c e  C o l l e c t io n , b y  

Charles J .  Phillips. .
M y  S o u v e n ir s , b y  P i e r r e  M a h e .
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , b y  Charles J .  Phillips.
S t a m p s  o p  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L . H anciau.
N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s . Etc. \

BELGIUM.
Cat. 'Jo. V a rio u s  issu es. R e v is e d  p r ic e s .

u sed
s. d .

X. 10 c., grey-brown . 3
7- 20 c., bine 3

30 . t c., deep green 3 0
38. t c ., yellow-green. tt 3 0
49' 1 fr., lilac 10 0
86. . a c., pale blue 0 4
87. 3 c., lilac-blue 0 3

1 13. 40 c ,  rosine tt 0 4
113. 40 c , scarlet tt 0 4
Il6. t fr., mauvioe a O
1*7. 35 c., ochre 0 t
138. 50 c., grey-black . tt 6
I 77' 5 c., green on p a le  rose tt 0 2
180. 2 $  c., blue on p a le r o s t tt 0 4
186. a fr., lilac . -  . 0 8
303. ao c., ultramarine . tt 0 3
3C9* io c . ,  carmine f, 0 1
40a. ao d ,  blue ►* 0 4
403. 35 c .( green 0 3
404. 50 c ., carmine 0 6
406. j fr., grey 

15 c., date
5 0

4tt. 0 8
413* 30 c., blue u sed 0 6
4 M- ao c., ultramarine . fl 0 8
4*4*
43®*

t fr., purple-brown 
30 c., flesh ” 0

0
9
2

43x» 40 c ,  blue-green ,, 0 3
433* 60 c., violet „ 0 2
434* 70 c., blue . 4 6
435* 80 c., olive-yellow . a 0
438. a fr., buff u sed 0 5

S905. K in g 's  H ea d .
x fr 
a fr

, yellow 
, lilac

1
2

2
4

BELGIAN CONGO.
, ,  ,8**- T y p e 2.

ioc . carmine (No. 3) u sed 0 6
1900-1. Typcq.

i  f r . ,  r o s e .  . . .  .u s e d  o  5

DANISH W EST INDIES.
1905. P ro v is io n a ls . S ta m p s 0 / 1898-1900 su rc h a rg e d  with 

v a lu e  in  n ew  c u rre n c y , a n d  w ith  d a te .
S b it  o n  4  c . ,  5  b it  o n  5  c . ,  a n d '5  b it  o n  8 c . ,  s e t  o f  th r e e  . t o

FINLAND.
soox. L ith o g ra p h e d .

2 pen., yellow (No. 155) . . O 4
5 „  yellow-gieen ( „  156) . . 0 3

10 „  carmine ( .. IS?) . 0 6
20 ,, blue ( „  158) . . 1 0
10 m., grey and black ( ,. >6o) . 30 0

190S-3. E n g ra v e d ,
xo p., dull carmine (No. 163) . . 0 2
ao p., deep blue ( n 164) . . O 4

1 m., emerald and mauve ( „  16s) . • ’ * 310 m., drab and black ( .1 >66) . . 12 6
PATIALA.

1905. S e rv ic e  S ta m p . K in g 's  H e a d .
8 a., anilioe mauve . . . .  u se d  , 3

PORTUGUESE INDIA.
1901. T y p e  25.

6 rets, green . . . .
1 tanga, carmine . . .
e tangas. brown 
ai dull blue
4 „  blue . . . .
5 „  brown on straw
8 tt violet on pink .

ta „  green on pink . .
t rupee, dull blue od straw
2 rupees, grey-black on straw

SWITZERLAND.
1905. N e w  tom b. P e r / . 11$ X 11.

50 c., green . . . . 0 8
TRANSVAAL.

2905. K in g ’ s  H ea d . M u ltip le  w m h . C o lo u r ch a n g ed .
$d., green and green . . 0 1

1 0 3
• o  5. o 6
. o q

1 o 
. 1 6
• ’  3
• » 9. , 6

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N EW  Y O R K



N E W  E D IT IO N , I L L U S T R A T E D .

T H E  I M P R O V E D

P O S T A G E  S T A M P  A L B U M .
FIFTEENTH..
. . .  EDITION.

G R E A T L Y  

E N L A R G E !)  
and

R E-W R IT TEN .

T
H IS new Edition is printed on a superior quality paper, especially made for it, 
and is now illustrated for the first time. About 600 full-sized types of stamps 

are shown, which will be o f great use to the collector in correctly placing the stamps. 
The shape is oblong, and spaces are provided according to the different requirements 
o f the various countries.

A large number of guards have been provided so that the Album shall not bulge 
when full.

The Album is divided into Continents, and the name of the country only is given at 
the head of each section.

Eighty different watermarks are illustrated in actual size, and lists are given o f the 
various watermarks of the different countries.

Special attention has been paid to the binding, which is exceptionally strong, and 
the covers are artistically designed.

- V  \

t m  ; x , v\

I K

S iz e  o f  P a g e ,

10x7f ins.

One Hundred 
Stam ps, all 
different, are  
presented 
with each 
Album  sold.

C O V E R  O F  No. a.

♦ ♦

P R I C E S  (a l l  w e l l  p a c k e d ) :

No. 2.— Strongly and neatly bound in Plain Cloth, gilt lettered back and sides, 304 
pages. Price 3 /6 ; post-free , 3 / 1 1 ;  abroad, 4/6.

No. 3.—Well bound in Art Vellum, as illustration, blocked in gold and colours, 304 
pages. Price 5/- ; post-free, 5/6; abroad, 6/3.

No. 4.— Handsomely half-bound, Art Vellum sides, gold lines and gilt letters on back, 
gilt edges, with extra leaves after each continent for new issues, making 
in all 368 pages. Price 7/6 ; p ost-free , 8/- ; abroad, 8/9.

E X T R A  L E A V E S
Can ba auppllad fa this and tha oldar small alaaa aa undar 1

14th  or 15 th  Edition ... Plain edges, for Nos. 2 or 3 
Gilt „  „  No. 4 ...

la th  or 13 th  Edition (sm aller size)
i Plain edges, for Nos. 2 or 3

Gilt ,, ,, No. 4 ...

POST FREE.
9d. per doz. ; 5/- per 100 
i/3 .. 8/6 ,,

6d. „  3/9 ..
»/- »  7/- .»

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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Foreign Countries’ Postage Stamps.
R EV ISED  S E R IE S  FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o r  S t a n l e y  G ibb o n s ’  l a s t  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

C H E A P  S E T S  O F

U sed .*  U n u sed A  U sed  a n d  U n u sed .X  A l l  G u a ra n te ed  G en u in e . N »  R e p r in ts .

In O rd erin g  it is only necessary  to  quote N am e o f  C ountry, N u m b er o f  S e t , and the Price.

Af«. » r  -W.
3.7»7t
3 7°8t
3-7®*t
3.7»»*
3.7>l*

SPAIN —continued.
F E R N A N D O  POO.

1880, 5. to, and 50 c. •
1882-89, 1, 2, 5. ic, and so c. on 2 c 
1891-95, 2, s, 6, to, 10, 12), so, am 
1882-99, 2. s, 5, to, and 20 c.
1896-09, Provisionals, including rare 9ur 

charges '
3,7«at 1899, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 rails. .
3 .7 «3 * t* *t *, 3 , 4. 5, 15, and 20 c.
3,7*4* ,, s, a. 3, 15, and 20 c. .
3,71st 1900, Provisionals, including two large 

Fiscal Postal . .
3,716* 1500, 1, 2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 8, and to c.
3 i7 *7 * „  1, a, 3, 4, and 5 mils. .
3,7i8 f 1901, a, 3, 4, 5, 10, 25, $0, and 75 c., 1 and 

a peseta . .
P H ILIPPIN E ISL A N D S

1861-72, including scarce old issues3 .7 *3 *
3 .7 *4 *
3 .7 *5 *
3 .7*61
3 .7 * 7 t
3 .7 *8 *

1869-74, overprinted “  Habilatado" 
1874-79, 2, 10, 12, 20, 25, and 25 c.
1879, 2 5 ,12 5 , 250 mils., and 8 c. on 100 c 
1874-79, including high values and Pro

visionals . .
1680-82, a, 2, 2}, 4J, 5, 6$, 8, 10, 12J, 12 }  

and 25 c. . .
3,730!' 1882-89, x, 1, 2J, c., and 50 mils.

1880-89, including 20 and 25 c.
1880-90, Provisionals, with black, greeo 

and red surcharge 
1880-90, later issues

3 .7*9 !

3 «7 3 *
3 .7 3 »t

3 .7 3 3 !
3 .7 3 4 *
3 .7 3 5 t
3 .7 3 6 !
3 .7 3 7 !
3 .7 3 8 *
3 *7 3 9 !
3 -7 4 0 !
3 .7 4 **
3 .74* !
3 .7 4 3 !
3 .7 4 4 !
3 .7 4 5 *
3.746!
3 .7 4 7 !
3 .7 4 8 !
3 .7 4 9 !
3 7 So!
3 .7 5 *!
3 .7 5 »*

3 .7 5 6 !

3 .7 5 8 !
3 .7 5 9 !
3 .7 6 o*
3.761!
3 .7 6 *!

3.763!
3 .7«4 !
3 .7 6 s!
3 .7 6 6 !
3.767*
3 .7 6 8 !
3 .7«9 !

*. d.
. 17  6 
. 1 7  6 
. 1 4  0
. 7  6

4 ..  15  0  
8 .. 2 6
5 - 3

10 ..  9  0

2889, 2, 2}, 5, 5, 8, fo, ia$, and 12$ c.
1891, 10, 10, so, and 25 c.
1893- 93, 1, a, 2$, 5, 5, 6, 8, 15, and 20 c
1889-93, including scarce
1894, 1, 6, 8, 124, 15, and aoc.
1896, 1, 2, a, 5, 6, 10, 15, 20, 40, and 80 C
1894- 96, a, 8, 10, 15, 15, and 20 c. .
1897, 5 c., Provisionals
18 9 8 ,1, a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, to, and 15 c.

„  ao, 40, 60, and 80 c., 1 and a pesos 
I, a, 3, 5* 8, and 15 c. .

Newspaper, 1886, }  c., t, 2, and 5 rails.
». 1890 „  „  „
»f l 8 9 > .» »• It
,. 1 8 9 4  .. ,. „
»» 1896 ,, ,,
,, 1898, i, 3, 3, 4, and 5 mils.
,, 1886-98, including several
issues . . . .

P O R TO  RICO.
1874-76, surcharged with single and double 

paraph, including t peseta, brown .
*877, 5, to, 15 , 25, and so c. .
1878, 25 and 50 c., and 1 peseta
1877-81, various issues
>879, 5, 10, 15, 35, and 50 c., and 1 peseta
i860, 4, a, 3, 4, 5, to, 15, as, 40, and 50 c  , 

aod t peseta . . .
1881, 4. 4. *< a, *. 4* 6, and 8 mils. .

,, t, 2, 3, 5, 8 ,10 , and ao c. . *
1882, 4. 4. 1. 2, a, 4. 6, and 8 rails. .

„  s, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, and 20 c.
1882-85, various issues, iotludiog ao and 

40 c. . . .
1890, 4. >, 3, 4, 6, and 8 mils 
•* *» •* 3, 5* 8, io, 20, 40, and 80 c. .

. 1 6  0 

. 7  6

. 1 2  6 

.. 10 0 

..7 6

..7 0
1 1  . .  3 9

5 .. 0 8
7 . 2 0

20 ..  10 0 
13  ..  10 0
6 .. 4 6

to .. 10
6 .. 2
I "  t6 . 15  
6 .. 2

2  3  
1
2  9  
2 6
3  0

1 3

6 . .  24 0
5 . .  12  0 
3 . .  7 6 
7 . 1 9
6 . .  18 6

12 ..  2 4  0  
8 .. 2 0
7 .. 12 6 
8 .. 0 8 
7 ..  6 6

»5 .. 2 6 
6 . .  3 5  0  
9 ..  7 5  0

P O R T O  H\0 0 —coni,nUi'{i* ..
N o . 0 /  Set. No. »m  S tt. s . d .

3,770* 1890, 4. ***nd a mils, 1, a, 3, 5, 8, to, 20, 
and 40 c. . . .

3 ,771! 1891-92, 4. i> 4. 6, and 8 mils.
3 -7 7*1  .» 1, «. 3, S. 5 . 6, 8, 10, 20 c., and

3 c., Commemorative
3.773* *891-92, 4. * *nd a mils., 1, 2, 3, 5, 5, 6,

8, and 20 c. . .
3,774! i?9J-94, 4* *• a* and 4 mils., 1, 2, 3, 4, 8,

20. and 40 c. . . .
3*775* 1893-94. 4 and 1 mil., 1 , 2, 3. and 20 c. .
3,776! 1896, 4. i* a. and 4 mils., 1, 2, 3, 3, 4* 5* 6,

8, ao, and 40 c. . . .
3 .7 7 7 * 1895, including 20 and 40 e. .
3,778! 189S, 1, a, 3, 4, and s mils
3i779! •> *• 3 > 3* 5* 6, 8, 10, 15, ao, 40, 60, and

80 c. . . . . .
3,780* 1698, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 mils., 1, 2, 3, 5, xo, 

and ao c  . . . .
3,781! 1898, (June), Habilatado, 1, a, aod 4 nils. *

1, a, 3, 4, e, and 6 c . .  . .
3,78a! 1898 (June). Habilatado, 8, ao, 40, and 

80 c  , aod two inverted .
3,783! War T ax, surcharged “  Implies to de 

Guerra" . . . .

11 . .  4  6 
6 .. 0 6

10 5  6

11 ..  2  3

11 . .  3  0  
6 . 0 8

14 • 4  0
11  ..  3  6
5 - 1 3

12 . .  6 6 

. 1 - 4 0

9  . .  2  0 

6 .. 12 6 
, . . 4 6

SW EDEN AND NORWAY.
N O R W A Y .

3,786* 1655-57, including imperf.
3,787* 1863-68, r, 4, 4, and 8 sk.
3,788! 1856-68, including old 3 sk. .
3,789! 1872-75. * *nd 4 *h., 1, 3, 10, 22, 35, 50

and 60 Ore _
3,792! 1883-95, including Provisionals and scarce

dies . . . . 1 1
3  7 9 | !  *891-95, «, 3, 5. 10, and 25 Ore . 5
3,796! Unpaid, 1. 4, 10 ,10 , 20, and so Ore . . 6
3,797* 1, 4, 10, ao, and 50 Ore

S W E D E N .
3,8ot! 187a, 3, 4, 5, 12. and 24 Ore . ,
3,803* „  later perfs.
3,804! 1886, 3, 4, 5, 6, so, 10, and 30 Ore . 7
3,805! 1892-97, s, s, xo, 15. *0. 25, 30, and soOre 8
3,8061 1891-99, 1, a, 3, and 4 ore . 4
3,807* 1886-98, including Provisionals and 1

krona . . . . 23
3,808! Unpaid, perf. 14, 1 , 3, 5, 6, and xa Ore 5 
3,809* „  „  1, 3, 1a, ao, 30, and 50 Ore . 6
3 .®* ® !  ♦» ** *3* *. 3. 5. 6, ia, ao, 24, 30.

and 50 Ore , .
3,81s* Unpaid, perf. 13, including 1 kr.
3,81a* Official, perf. 14 ,, 4 grey and 1 kr.
3 ,8 13! „  perf. 13. 3, 5, 6, 10, 12, 20, 24, 30,

and 50 ore 9
3,814! Official, 1889-93, a. 4, 10. 20, and 50 Ore . 5
3,815*. „  including two Provisionals and

high value . . . . 16

SW ITZERLAND.
3,818* Rayons and Silk Threads . . . 1 3
3.819! 1862, a. 3, 5, ao c., and 1 fr. . 5
3,8 21! 1867-78, a, 10, i s .  25. 40, and 50 c. . 6
3.823! 1881-82, a, 5, ic, is , ao, 25, 40, 50 c., and

1 fr. . . . 9
3.824! 1882-99, including obsolete perfs. and 1 fr. 14 
3 .8 *5 * *» *. .. ». * 5
3.8*6! tooo, Jubilee, 5, 5, 10, and 25 c. . . 4
3,8*7! Unpaid, 1, 2, 3, and 10 c. . . 4
3,828* „  various issues, including 500 c. . 9

6 6
6 0 
1 9  
1 9 
0 8

4  6 
0  9  
3 0 
2  3 
0  3

2 0

. 8 6 

. 1 ® 

. 1 9

. 0 6 

. 4  0  

. 0 

. 1 

. 1
0 
0 
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N o .  2 0 .  (Whole No. 45.) 1 1  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 0 5 .

G i b b o n s  

S t a m p  W e e k l y
E d i t e d  b y  E d w a r d J . N a n k i v e l l .

• Contents®
1. THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD:

BANGKOK. B y  E d w a r d  J .  N a n k io e ll .

2. STAMPS MADE FOR COLLECTORS
B y  B w .  T . C. W a lto n , M .A .

3. I N G L E - N O O K  YARNS: "Two of a Stamp."
B y  C , R a y m o n d  M egson . . . .

4. GOSSIP OF THE HOUR. B y  C o rn e liu s  W rin k le .
Death of Mr. Thtfmas Bull — Non •philatelic 
Auctioneers—One Too Many for Them —A Bit 
Too Simple — Increasing Popularity of Stamp 
Collecting . . . .  31s
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y .

PR EPA ID  subscriptions must commence with the 
1 current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 1a months 

at the following rates, post-free :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months IS. 8d. 40 c. fc. a.oo m . 1.70
6 .. 3*- 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

«  II 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 . price, post-free, 4d .
„  2 . all sold out
»» 3 .  price, post-free, 9d .

i t  4 ■ . .  , .  ■ / -
11 s .......................... 6 d -
, ,  6 to current number „  „  3a. each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G .  S .  W .  from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered fiat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E

Monthly Journal.
Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .

Published en the feet dey et each month.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Sib  per Annum.

AU Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the firs t number o f a volume. Collectors
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
o f the current volume.

T H E  Monthly Jou rn a l is chiefly intended for 
Stam p Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—
1 st.—A  series o f entirely O riginal Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the d ay  on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A  special and m ost-carefully compiled 
list o f a l l . N ew Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The O c t o b e r  number contains am ongst other 
features—

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . Sixpages.
N o t e s  f r o m  o u r  R e f e r e n c e  C o l l e c t io n , b y  

Charles J. Phillips. .
M y  S o u v e n ir s , b y  P ie rre  Mah£.
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , b y  Charles J. Phillips.
S t a m p s  o p  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L . H anciau .
N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s . E tc .

N EW  IS S U E S
A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .

ALL UHUSEO UHLES8 OTHERWISE STATED.

BRAZIL.
1 9 0 5 .  Types 4 0  and  4 1 .  W ith wm k. s. d.

5 0  r e i s ,  g r e e n  .  .  .  . . 0 2

x o o  , ,  c a r m i n e  .  .  . . 0 3

1 9 0 5 .  U npaid. W ith w m k .
2 0 0  r e i s ,  p u r p l e  .  . .  .  .  • . o  6

19 0 5 .  U npaid. N o w m k .

3 0 0  r e i s ,  in d i g o - b l u e  .  .  .  . . 0 9

BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 
1 9 0 3 - 4 .  S in g le  wm k.

x d . ,  g r e y  a n d  c a r m i n e .  .  . 0  2

2 d . ,  p u r p l e  a n d  m a g e n t a s . .  . 0 3
4 d . ,  g r e e n  a n d  b l a c k  . . .  . . 0 6

6 d . , g r e y  a n d  o r a n g e .  0  8

i s , ,  g r e y  a n d  u l t r a m a r i n e .  . . 1 4

a s .  6 d . ,  g r e y - g r e e n - 3 6

4 s . ,  l i l a c  a n d  m a u v e . 5  0

1 0 s . , g r e e n  a n d  b l a c k .  .  .  1 2  6

£ x , g r e y  a n d  c a r m i n e .  . 2 5  0

MALTA.
1 9 0 5 .  Type 1 0 .  M ultiple wm k. 

i d . ,  r e d - b r o w n  . .  .  . . 0 1

NEW SOUTH WALES.

C a t .
i t i .

Various issues. 
N o .

i d . ,  o r a n g e

R evised prices.

. used 3
1 5 9 . 2 d . ,  b l u e  . . „ 0 2

1 6 0 . 4 d . ,  r e d - b r o w n •  II O

* 35- 3 d . ,  g r e e n •  f t 0 7

* 4 8 . 3**- . . 0 3
2 8 1 . 3 d . ,  b r i g h t  y e l l o w - g r e e n ♦  »* 0 3
3 8 3 . 3 d .»  g r e e n 0

344- 4 d . ,  r e d - b r o w n  . -  •* 0

345- 6 d . ,  c a r m i n e ♦  t* 0 4
443- 4 d . ,  o r a n g e - b r o w o  . ♦  It 0 1

4 4 6 . f i d . ,  o r a n g e 0 1

574- 4 < L , p a l e  g r e e n  ( U n p a i d ) • .» 0 4
5 7 8 . i d . .  , ,  „ 0

6 8 9 . 2 d . ,  b l u e  ( S e r v i c e )  . 0 7

ROUMANtA.
1 9 0 5 .  New eolours-or per/s. No wmk

t  ban, grey-black (perf. u j). . • O
3 bani, deep brown ( .. i3l)- . • O 1
5 ,, yellow-green ( «ij). . . O «
S 11 11 ( .. n jx> 3l) . . O 3

xo ,, carmine ( , , . - O 2
15 „  mauve ( . .  n j x ,3}) . • O 4
1 leu, black and green (perf. xi|). . * 6

SWITZERLAND.
1 9 0 $ .  N ew wm k. P e v / .n \ x \ t .

* 0  c . ,  o r a n g e  .  .  . . 0 3

STA N LEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N EW  Y O R K
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G-iR^nsriD
C O L L E C T I O N  P A C K E T S .

N E W  A N D  G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S  F O R  1 9 0 5 .

No. 6 4  CONTAINS 100 VARIETIES,
Including used and unused. Price 6d.; post-free, 7d.

No. 6 5  CONTAINS 2 5 0  DIFFERENT VARIETIES,
Both used and unused Stamps, Envelopes □  and Post Cards □  and is well recommended 
as a capital start for a collector. Price 2/-; post-free, 2/l.

No. 6 6 , 5 0 0  VARIETIES,
Is strongly recommended as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps ever 
offered—the Stamps could not be bought separately for three times the marvellously low 
price at which it is now offered. The Stamps, etc., are clean, picked specimens, fit for 
any collection. The best 500 varieties in the trade. Price 4/- ; post-free 4/1.

No. 6 7 , 1,000  VARIETIES.
This packet contains 1,000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and Cards), and 
is the cheapest packet ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely 
guaranteed. The price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, 
embracing as it does scores of scarce varieties, provisionals, new issues, and many very fine 
and obsolete varieties. Price 15/-, post-free and registered.

No. 6 8 , 1,500  VARIETIES.
Each Specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1,500 different Stamps form a noble start for 
any one. A large number of really rare and valuable Stamps are contained in this 
collection; but it is impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly adding New 
Issues and older Stamps when we purchase such. Satisfaction is guaranteed.

Price £ 1  15s., post-free and registered.
No. 6 9 , 2 ,0 0 0  VARIETIES.

A grand packet for a dealer or collector, every Stamp being different and genuiue, and thus 
forming a choice collection in itself or a stock to make up sheets or for exchange purposes. 

Price £ 3, post-free and registered.

No. 6 9 a , 3 ,0 0 0  VARIETIES.
A very fine packet, containing many rare Stamps, all arranged in order, and-mounted ready 
to price or remove to a  collection. Price £ 8  ios., post-free and registered.

No. 6 9 b , 4 ,0 0 0  VARIETIES.
A valuable collection, all mounted on sheets in order. Really good value; being sold by 
us to collectors at-less than the price usually charged in the trade.

Price .£14, post-free and registered.

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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C H E A P  S E T S  O F

Foreign Countries’ Postage Stamps.
REVISED SER IES FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  in  t h e  o r d e r  o f S t a n l e y  G ibb o n s ’ l a st  P r ic e d  C a t a l o g u e .

U sed .* U n u sed .f  U sed  a n d  U n u sed .%  A l l  G u a ra n teed  G en u in e . N o  R ep r in ts .

In O rd erin g  it is only n ecessary  to quote N am e o f  C ountry, N u m b er o f  Set, and the Price.

TURKEY.
N t. . /  Set.
3,83*1 1865-71, including 5 piastres .
3  833* 1876, i , $, i j .  9, and 5 pres. .
3.834* 1873-76, including Provisionals 3,835! 1876 (Sept.), including 10 on 20 paras 
3,836* 1876-90, including various perfs. and 

scarce varieties . .
1892-1901, incluoing Provisional3 «37»

3»838*
3 .839*3.84ot

“  Printed matter,”  including old issues 
,, ,, 1893-1901, including
old surcharges .

3,84ft Unpaid, 1865-69, including 25 piastres
3.84** ** ** .. 53,8431 ,, 1888-1901, to, 20, 20, 20 paras

1 and 2 piastres3,844* Locals, including scarce varieties .

UNITED 8TATES.
1851, 1, 3, 10, and 12  c.
1855, r, 3, c, io, 12, and 24 c.
1861-69, including scarce varieties

1870-71, 1, 2, 3, 6, and 10 c.
1873-82, including 5  c., brown (Garfield) 

., .1 30, and 90 c.
1882-87, x. 2, 3, 3, 4, 4, 5, ana 10 c.

,, including 30 c. and 90 c.
1890-93, 1, a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and to c . .

,, I c. to 90 c.
1893, Columbus, s, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 10 c

n >• 1* a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, am
50 c. .

1894, 1 c. to 15 c. .
,, including 50 c. and $ 1  .

1895-99, 2, 2, 2, 3. 5, 6, 8, and 10 c. . 
1888-89, 1, 4, 5, 10, and 15 c- 
1895-99, including 50 c. and $1 
1898, Omaha, 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, and 10 c.
,, ,, 1 c. to $2
„  ,, 1 c. to 50 c.

1901, Buffalo, 1 c. to,toe.
,, „  z c. to to c.

Special Delivery stamp 
Newspaper stamp, 1, 2, 2, and to c.

„  - 1895, x c. to $too
Unpaid, 1879-93, various shades

3.850* 
3 .*S«* 
3 .®5»t 
3 .8 53* 
3 »854* 
3  855!
3856*
3.85713858*
3 >8$9 t
3,860*
3,86it
3,86s*

3,863!
3 ,864*
3,865!
3,866 !
3,867*3,868!
3.869!
3 .87o*
3.871!
3.87**
3 .873*
3 ,87S*
3,876*
3,« 77*
3 ,878*
3 ,879*
3 ,88ot
3 ,881*
3,88s*

1895, 1, 2, 3, 5, io, 30, and 50 c. 
Interior, 1, 2, 10 , 12, and 24 c. .
Post Office, i , s, 3, 6, and ta C.
Treasury, i, 2, 3, 6, 7, 12, 15, 34, 30, an< 

90 c. .
3,883! War (1st priming), 2, 10, 15, 24. and 30 c 
3.884* ,, , ,, 3.6, 12, 12, t5,and 30c.
3,885! ,, (and ,, ), 1, a, 3. 6, 12, and 30c
3,886* 1? ,, 1 . 2 , 3  9. and 12 c. .

UNITED ST ATES ' POSSESS
3,890! C uba. 1890 (on U .S.), i, a, 3 ,5 , and to c. 
3.891! ,, ,, (permanent), 1, 2, 3,,5, and

x o c  . . . .
3.89s* Cuba. 1899, including both issues . 
3,893! ,. Unpaid, i, 2, 5 , and toe- .3*894! Guam . 1, a, 3, 4, 5. 6, 8, 10, and 75 c. . 
3.895! Philippines. i , 3 . 3 ,4 ,5 ,6 ,8 , xo,and 15c. 
3*896* . t» ». a, 3. 5, io, 15, and so c3*897! „  Unpaid, t, 2, 3, 5, 10, and

3.898* ' ° C ‘
3 .899*

. m Set. t. d.
8 .. 2 6
5 5 6

17 .. 4 0
7 •• 4 0

18 .. 2 6
it .. 1 0
12 -. 0 10
*3 •• 2 0

to . ■ 1 9
6 .. 6 6
5 •• 1 9

6 .. 2 6
5 2 6

4 *• $ 0
6 .. 24 0
7 •• 12 6

*4  •• G 0
5 *• 1 0
7 10 0

x8 .. 4 0
9 .. 4 6

12 .. 3 6
8 .. 2 6

12 .. 2 0
9  .. 2 6

9 .. 2 0
it .. 4 0
8 .. 2 6
8 .. 3 0
5 •• 1 9

16 .. 2 6
6 .. 1 9
9 •• 20 0
7 •• 1 6
6 .. 1 9
6 .. 1 0
4 •• 2 6
4 •• 2 0

12 . . 60 0
6 .. 1 0
7 •• 1 0
7 •• 6 6
S ** 4 6
S • 4 6

to .. 12 6
5 •• 4 0
6 .. 2 9
6 .. 2 6
5 ~  0 

HONS.
9

. s 1 6

Philippiip pines. Unpaid (barred), 1 , 2; 5, 
and 10 c  . . .

Porto Rico. 1, t, 2, 2, 5, 8, and xo c. .

. 1 

. 1

. 2 

. 26 

. 3 

. 3

6 0

UNITED STATES’ PO SSESSIO N S —contd.
N4. #/ Set. _  No. in  Set. s. d.

Porto Rico, t, i, 2, 2, 5, and 10 c.
,, Unpaid, z, a, and 10 c.

URUGUAY.
1866, 3, zo, 15, and 20 c. .
1866-72. 1 ,  1, 5, 5. to, and 20 c.
1877-83, including scarce types
1883-89, Provisionals
1877-79. 5, 10, 20, 50 c., and 1 peso .
1883- 88, including Provisionals
1884- 88, 1, 1, 2, s, to, 20, and 35 c. . 
1888, 2, 5, 10, and 25 c.
1890, 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, and 20 c. .

.* 1. 2, 5 ,7 , to, 20, 25 c., and 1 peso 
1891-92, Provisionals

1892, t, 2, 5, and 10  c.

.894-95* } • >r*, *, 5. 5. 7. *nd 10 c  .
,, including 20 and 25 c.

1897, 1 , 5 ,  and 10 c. . .

„  surcharged 1, 5, and t o e

*, t, 2, 5, 7 ,10 , 20, and 25 c.
1898, Provisionals .
1898-1901, including 7 ,10 , and 20 c.

„  „  several issues .
T900-1901, 2, $, 7, io, 25, and 50 c. . 
Official, 1880-82, 1, 5, 7, and 20 c. .

,, 1884, 1 ,  2, 2, 5, and 25 c.
,, 1890-96, 1, i ,  2, 2, 5, 7, and io c
„  1896, 20, 25, 50 c., and 1 peso
,, 1899-19*1, 1 ,  2, 5, and 10 c.
,, various issues 
,, FueradeH ora .

VENEZUELA.
1859- 6 1, including scarce 
1863-64,1 ,  1 , 1, 2, and 9 reales
1860- 74, including i

3.900*
3.901*

3.9051
3.9o6 t
3.907!
3.9081
3.909* 
3.910* 
3,glit 
3 .9 **l 
3.913! 
3-914* 
3  9151 
3.9i6* 
3 .91 7 ! 
3.91** 
3.9 '9! 
3.920* 
39**1 
3 9 a * '
3.9*3!
3.9*4* 
3.9* j !  
3.9*7! 
3 9 *8! 
3.9*9* 
393o! 
3.93i !  
3,93* !  
3 9331 
3 934! 
3.935! 
3.936! 
3.937!

3 94o!
3.94i !
3 94a! 1866-74, including inverted overprint 
3.943* 1859-80, several issues 
3.944! 1880, 5, 5, xo, 25, 50 c., and t bol. .
3.94S ! 1882, 5, io, 25, and 50 c., x, 3, xo, and

20 bols. , . .
3.946!  1882-87, including lithographed 
3,947! 1887, 5, 25, 50 c., and 1 bol. .
3,948* 1882-87, various issues . . .
3.949!  189*, Provisionals . . . .
3i9S °t  1893, 5, to, 25, 50 c., x and 3 bols. .
3.95* !  ,, all inverted surcharges.
3.9S3I ,, s, to. 25, 25, 50 c., and t bol. .
3.953o l ,, 5 ,10 , 25, and 50 c, x and 3 bolivars.
3,953^! i, 5 ,.to, 25. and 50 c., i, 3, so, and 30

bolivars . . . .
3»9S4!  *893 (foreign postage), 5, 5, 10, 25,' 50 c., 

and x bolivar . . . .
3.956!  1698, “  Miranda," 5,10 , 2 5 ,25c., and 1 bol. 
3 .957!  1899, 5, xo, 25, 5 0 e ,  and t bol.
3.958! „  Resellada, 5, 10, 50 c., x and 2 bols.
3*959t X930 11 5. to. 35,50c., t , & 3 bols.
3*9S9o! „  „  5, to, 25, 50 c., x, 3, to,

aud 20 bolivars
3 -959^ ! 1900. Resellada, 5, to, 25, 50 C., 1, 3, 

and 10 bolivars . .
39 6 0 ! 1900. Resellada, with date, 5, to, &  25 c. 
3,961! ,, date only, 5, xo, 25, 50, 50c., 1 bol.*,

and t bol. . . . .
3.96a! Fiscal, Postal, and Registration 
3,563! Official, 1898, s, 10, 25, 50 c., and 1 bol. . 
3  964* „  „  „

4 •• 
6 .. 
7 •
4 •
5 •

13 ••
7 • 
4 ••
6 ..
8 ..

7 6 
6 6 
3 0 
3 0 
6 6 
2 6 
6 6

1 9
1 3  
0 6
5  6
2 9 
1 6
0  9
1 6 
1 0
6 
1 
2 
1 
6 

10

4 0 
6 6
1 0
2 6 
2 6
1 9
2 0

8 .. 10 0

8 .. 3 0

4 0
2 0 
6 0 
* : «

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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N o .  2 1 . (Whole No. «.)
1 8  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 0 5 .

V o l .  I I O n e
Penny.

G i b b o n s

S t a m p  W e e k l y

• Contents •>s s
1. THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD:

BERMUDAS. B y  E d w a rd  J .  N a n k h e i t .  .  . 3x1
2. STAMP COLLECTING AS AN INVESTMENT

FOR BEGINNERS. B y  C h a rle s  J . P h il l ip s  . . 3x5
3. PORTRAITS ON STAMPS. B y  B o sw e ll J u n io r  . 3*9
4. WORK FOR WINTRY EVENINGS.

B y  Rev. T, C . W a lto n , M .A . . . . 330
6. CANCELLATIONS ON HONG KONG POST

AGE STAMPS. B y  C. A . H o w e s, S .B . . . 33s
6. INGLE-NOOK YARNS : Mayston Sahib.

B y  8 . Q. C o llin s  . - 334
7. GOSSIP OP THE HOUR. B y  C o rn e liu s  W rin k le .

The Grand Old Stamp of Philately—" Imperfect ”
— Croakers on Chalk - surfaced Paper — These 
Croakers: Hang Them 1 . . 337

8. NEW ISSUES: Belgium-BrasU-Britlsh Honduras
—North Borneo-Tasmania . . . 338

9. MISCELLANEOUS : A Haul in New Caledonia—
Why are Europeans Neglected ?—A Busy Season 
Anticipated—The Rush for King's Heads . 339

10. SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE: Our New York
Letter—Our Transvaal Letter . . . 340

11 THE STAMP KING. B y  0 . de B e a u re g a rd  a n d  H. 
de G orsse, T ra n s la te d  J r o m  th e  F re n c h  b y  E d ith  C, 
P h illip s  . . ■ 34*

12. PHILATELIC SOCIETIES: Kent and Sussea-
Leicester—Liverpool—North of England — Herne 
B ay  . . . . .

13. CORRESPONDENCE .
14. THE STAMP MARKBT. B y  A n  O d d  L o t

16. ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 
16 EDITORIAL NOTES .
17. OUR PHILATELIC DIARY: November

iH e a d  O f f ic e . ;

Pf/

L O N D O N :  S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S .  L I M I T E D .

HEAD OFFICE: 391. STRAND, W.C.
CITY BRANCH: 9y, ORACECHURCH STREET,

N E W  Y O R K :  S T A N L E Y  O I B B O N S ,  I N C O R P O R A T E D .  1 9 8 ,
E.C.
BROADWAY.

W h o l o t t l t  A f a t t :  SIR ISAAC PITMAN *  SONS, LTD., t, AMEN CORNBR, LONDON, B.C.



C o n c e r n i n g  P r i c e s .

F e w  American Collectors understand the method b y  which we< arrive 

at the prices quoted in Parts I and II  of our Catalogue, and we shall 

therefore proceed to explain the method we follow.

When a new Catalogue is being prepared we go through each of 

our two hundred Stock Books and see exactly what varieties are on 

hand, what we have been able to purchase during the year at a 

substantial decrease in price from former wholesale quotations, and 

what replacements have cost us more than formerly. W e then 

adjust our prices to the Market.

Not a  s in g le  price is quoted on a n y  s ta m p  of w hich  we 

h ave  less th a n  th ree  cop ies in sto ck  a t  th e  tim e  w e  go to 

press. This means we price only such stamps as we may have 

FO R S A L E , and consequently have justly earned the reputation 
of being

THE PEOPLE WITH THE GOODS.
It  is quite useless to try to fool the collector with estimated, 

averaged, or copied prices. H e has had the “  out-of-stock ” racket 

worked upon him until it will work no more. Time, temper, and 

trouble can be saved by writing to

THE PEOPLE WITH THE COOPS,
OTHERW ISE

S t a n l e y
HEAD OFFICE:

391, STRAND, LONDON.

G i b b o n s ,  I n c . ,
1 9 8 ,  B R O A D W A Y ,  

N E W  Y O R K .



f

G i b b o n s  1 9 0 5  C a t a l o g u e

V oiced Catal°c.ve
© F

Qt&nley Qibbons Inc- 
is)8 J^ road W gsy,

P 'f e W ^ o p K

P a rt  I .— B R IT IS H  COLONIALS . . . 60 c.; post-free, 66 c. 

„  IL —FOREIGN S T A M P S  . . . .  eoc. „ eec.

Both Parts together, $1; post-free, $1.12.

A D V I C E  T O  C O L L E C T O R S .

If you wish to be in possession of the most reliable 
guide to market prices, to scientific arrangement, and 
to the value of minor Varieties, these two Catalogues 
willi prove to be exactly what you need.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 ,  B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .



G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y . NEW  IS S U E S
PR E P A ID  subscriptions must commence with the 
*  current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 13 months 
at the following rates, post-free:—

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL UNUSED UNLES8 OTHERWISE STATED.

G t Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany,

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
* .. 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

IS it 6s. 6d* $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 

, who order promptly.
No.
H *

. . price, post-free, 4d. 

. » all sold out
3 * . . price, post-free, 9d.

M 4 • • 11 11 */•
»» S ♦ . . ,, ,, 6d.
„  6 to current number ,, „  30?. each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E
Monthly Journal.

Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .

Published on the test day et each month.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /«  per A n n u m .

AU Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the firs t  number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
e f  the current volume.

T H E  Monthly Jou rn al is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st.—A  series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc, etc.

The O c t o b e r  n u m b er co n ta in s  a m o n g s t  o th er 
fe a tu re s —

N e w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t i e s . Six pages.
N o t e s  p r o m  o u r  R e f e r e n c e  C o l l e c t io n , by

Charles J . Phillips.
My  S o u v e n ir s , by Pierre Mah .̂
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , by Charles J. Phillips.
S t a m p s  o p  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L . H anciau.
N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s . E tc.

CHINA.
1897. Issue o f  1894 surcharged with larger figures.

s. 1
9 c. on 3 c ,  yellow (error "  Cen,'* No. 65) . . used 25

H O N G  K O N G .
1903. King's Head. Single wntk.

1 c ., lilac and Ifrown
2 c ., green . . .
4 c., lilac on red
5 c., green and orange .
8 c., grey and mauve

to c., lilac and ultramarine on blue 
12 c., green and marone on yellow 
20 c., grey-black and chestnut 
30 c., grey-green and black 
50 c. „  ,, magenta
S i ,  lilac and sage-green .
82, grey-black ana vermilion .
S3 ,, „  blue . .
t5 , lilac and blue-green 
810, grey-black and orange on blue

X904. King's Head. Multiple wmk.
2 c., green
4 c ., lilac on red
5 c ., green aod orange .

10 c ., lilac and ultramarine on blue
20 c., grey-black and chestnut 
30 c., grey-green and black 
50 c. „  ,, magenta
St, lilac and sage-green .
$a , grey-black and vermilion 
S3 „  ,, blue .
85, lilac and blue-green .
Cat.
No.
90.

187.
196.
198.
199.
205.
223.
224.
242.
259.
260.
308.
316.
333*
346.
347- 
355

o 8 
o to

NEW SOUTH WALES.
V a r io u s  issues. N e w  p rice s . 

id ., orange . . . . .  u s e d
6d., pale lilac 
2d., deep blue 
5d., green 
3d., deep green 
9d. on tod., red-brown 
3d., bright yellow-green 
3d., yellow-green .
ts., black . .  . „  *5
3d., yellow-green . . . „  4
3d., green

10s., carmine and violet . . ,, j
5s.. green and violet . .  „  15
id ., violet
8d., rosy lilac . - . . . .  3
8d., magenta . . . . „  4
5s., mauve . . .• . „  30

301. 20s., ultramarine . . .  . „  50
362. 5s., mauve . . .  . „  25
567. id., pale green . . . . „  5
609. 2d., blue
609. 2d. „  .
622. 8d., yellow
646. 6d., pale lilac
646. 6d. „

NORTH BORNEO.
1905. N o s . 83 a n d 84 o v e r p r in te d  Br it is h  p r o te c t o r a te .

use d

used

St, scarlet and black . . . . . 3
St m ,, red . . . . . 4
8*, dull green and red . . , , . 6

RUSSIA.
1909-4. V e r t ic a l ly  la id .

50 k., green and mauve (No. 112 )
70 k ., orange and bistre( ,, 113 )

1 r. ,, „  brown .
3 r. 50 k., grey and black , . . ,, 5
7 r.t yellow and black . . . . „  5

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
1905. L o n g  S t a m p , po st a g e  T y p e  27.

25. 6d., deep mauve (No. 321) . , . . 3
TASMANIA,

1905. T y p e  33. W m k . C r o w n  o v e r  A .  P e r / , tt. 
id., rose-red . . . . . .  0

STAN LEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON
ST A N L E Y  GIBBO NS, INCO RPO RATED , 198, BROADW AY, NEW  YO RK
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S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s .

^ T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , Inc., make a speciality of stock books of 
each country in the Catalogue.

These stock books are made up of stamps arranged  and priced  

according to new Catalogues for 1905.

Every stamp is marked in clear figures, and large purchasers have 

the advantage of special discounts offered in the Introduction {page viii).

New books for 1905 have been arranged of the stamps of the 

United States, of Great Britain and nearly all the British Colonies, 

of all French Colonies, and a great many of the countries in Part II 

of the Catalogue, In all, about forty books are at present ready, and 

can be inspected at our office, 198 Broadway, New York, or can be 

sent on approval to collectors known to us or after receiving the usual 

business references.

A nother S p ec ia l F e a tu re  consists of collections mounted in 

bound sections of our Imperial .Albums with every stamp priced 

separately. The sections are very conveniently divided, and will be 

sent on approval to really earnest collectors who are prepared to 

purchase a fair proportion of their contents.

R aritie s  are the great speciality of the firm, and possessing the 

oldest and most x'xduabfc stock of postage stamps in the world, we are 

able to quote prices of almost any stamps desired.

W a n t L is ts  receive the most careful attention. I f  stamps 

required are not in stock, they can generally be obtained from the 

London house or from its large connexions in all parts of the world.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 ,  B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k



G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y ,

p  R E P A I D  subscriptions m ust com m en ce with the 
1  cu rren t num ber, end can b e  for 3 , 6 , o r  u  months 
at the fo llo w in g  rates, post-free

G t  Britain  
and__ 

C olonies.

U .S .A .
and

CanadA.

Fran ce, 
Italy, or  

Spain.
G erm an y.

j  months i k  8d. 4 0  c. fc. 2.00 m . 1.70

«  .. 3K  3d . 80 c. fc. 4.00 m . 3 .2 5

•«  » 6k  6d . $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8.00 m . 6 .50

BACK NUMBERS.
W e  have g o t  b a ck  a  fe w  returns from  A g e n ts, and  

are n o V  ab le  to  quote p rices for som e o f  the scarce  
e arly  num bers, but o n ly a  fe w  copies o f  N os. 3  and 4  
are in hand, an d  th ey  will b e  on ly obtainable b y  those 

. who o rd er prom ptly.

3d . each.

N o . 1 .  . price, post-free, 4 4  
.  .  all sold o u t». *

ii 3  * .  .  price, post-free, 9d .
»  4  • • • »  M «/'
M 5  • » • »» „  bet.

6  to current num ber

In G reat B ritain  it will be cheaper for our readers 
to o rder G . S . W , from their nearest N ew sage n t o r  
Stationer, or from  the R ailw ay Bookstall. T h is  will 
save postage, an d the paper w ill be d elivered flat, in
stead o f  folded as it w ould b e  if  posted.

THE
Monthly Journal.

Edited by Major E . B. E V A N S .

Published en Ue lest day ,f ss,h math. 
S U B S C R I P T I O N S : 2 / .  p e r  A n n u m .

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the firs t number o f a  volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the bach numbers 
o f the current volume.

T H E  M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l  i s  c h ie fly  in ten d e d  fo r  

S t a m p  C o lle c to r s  w h o  a r e  r a th e r  a d v a n c e d .

T h e  c h ie f  fe a tu r e s  a r e —
1 s t .— A  s e r ie s  o f  e n tire ly  O r ig in a l A r t ic le s  b y  

th e  le a d in g  P h ila te lic  W r it e r s  o f  th e  d a y  on  
a ll  s u b je c ts  o f  in te re st to  S t a m p  C o lle c to r s .  

2 n d .— A .  s p e c ia l  a n d  m o st c a r e fu lly  co m p iled  
list  o f  a l l  N e w  Is s u e s , D is c o v e r ie s , M in o r  
V a r ie t i e s ,  e tc . etc.

T h e  O c t o b e r  n u m b e r co n ta in s  a m o n g s t  o th e r  
fe a tu r e s —

N k w  Is s u e s  a n d  V a r i e t ie s . S ix  pages.
N o t e s  f r o m  o u r  R e f e r e n c e  C o l l e c t io n , b y  

C h arles  J .  Phillips.
M r  S o u v e n ir s , b y  P ierre  M ahi.
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , b y  C harles J .  P hillips.
S t a m p s  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L .  H anciau.
N e w  S t o c k  B o o k s .  E tc .

N EW  IS S U E S
A N D  S P E C I A L .  B A R G A I N S .

all mused muss onamst stated.
CHINA.

1S97. Issue o f  1894 surcharged w ith larger figures.

J  c* on 3 c., yellow (error “ Ceo,*1 No. 65) .
H O N G  K O N G .

1903. K ing’s H ead. Sin gle wmk- 
1 c., lilac and brown 
a C., grecn .
4 C., lilac on red
5 c., green and orange .
8 c., grey and mauve

10 c., ulac and ultramarioe on blue 
xa c., green and marone on yellow 
30 c., grey-black and chestnut 
30 c., grey.green and black

Joe. „  ,, magenta
1, lilac and sage-green .

•a , grey-black and vermilion 
• 3  . t, »  blue .
$5> Hlac and blue-green . 
fio , grey-black aod orange on blue

1904. K in g's H ead. M ultiple wmk.

. used 15  o

o 3 o 6
0 4
1 3I 6
a 6 
3 « 
7 o

a c.
4 c. iSacon red i

0
0

1
2

SC.
IOC.

green and orange .
hlac and ultramarine on blue

0
0

2
4

aoc. grey-black aod chestnut 0 6
3 0 c grey-green and black 0 to
50 c. «t „  magenta 1 . 4
f i ,  lilac and sage-green . 2 8
4*1 grey-black and vermilioo 5 3
*3 ,, blue . 7 6
85, lilac and bine-green . 12 6
Cat. N E W  S O U T H W A L E S .
No. Various issues. N ew  prices.
90. id., orange . 

6d., palelilac *
. used 2 6

187. • ** O 6
196. ad., deep bine . I 0
198. 5d., greeo 2 6
>99- 5d., deep green . 2 6
205. 9d. on xod., red-brown • »» IO 0
983. 3d., Wight yellow-green • » I 0
a*4* 3d., yellow-green . . „ I 0
94a. is., black - 11 as 0
9S9- 3d., yellow-green . • i» 4 0
26a 3d., green 4 0
308. 10s., carmine and violet 7 6
316. 5»., green and violet • •* >5 0
333- td., violet • *» O 8
34* 8 d , rosy lilac • M 3 0
347- 8d., magenta 4 0
35S- j l ,  mauve * It 3® 0
361. aoa., ultramarine 5® 0
36a. 5s., mauve *5 0
567. id., pale green 

ad., bloe
• »l 5 0

609. , xo 0
609. ad, „  . . used 3
6aa. 8d., yellow • *1 10 0
646. 6d., pale lilac 20 0
646. 6d. , used 3 0

NORTH BORNBO.
190$. Nos. 83 a n d 84 overprinted British  

• 1, scarlet and black 
I t  „  red
$2, doll greeo and red

RUSSIA.
I9M-4. V ertically laid.

50 k., green and mauve (No. xia) .
70 k., orange aod bistre ( „  113 ) . 

x t. „  ,, brown . . .
3 r. 50 It., grey and black , .
7 r., yellow and black ,

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
190$. Long Stam p, po stage Type V]. 

as. 6d.t deep mauve (No. 331) . . , .
TASMANIA.

1905. Type 23. W mk. Crown over A . P er/.xx. 
id., rose-red , , ,  ,

PROTECTORATE.
. . 3 6
- . 4 6. . 6 6

3 6

STAN LEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  I N C O R P O R A T E D ,  1 9 I ,  B R O A D W A Y ,  N E W  Y O R K

4



S p e c i a l  F e a t u r e s .

^ T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , Inc., make a speciality of stock books of 
each country in the Catalogue.

These stock books are made up of stamps arranged and priced 
according to new Catalogues for 1905.

Every stamp is marked in clear figures, and large purchasers have 
the advantage of special discounts offered in the Introduction (page viii).

New books for 1905 have been arranged of the stamps of the 
United States, of Great Britain and nearly all the British Colonies, 
of all French Colonies, and a great many of the countries in Part II 
of the Catalogue, In all, about forty books are at present ready, and 
can be inspected at our office, 198 Broadway, New York, or can be 
sent on approval to collectors known to us or after receiving the usual 
business references.

A n oth er S p ec ia l F e a tu re  consists of collections mounted in 
bound sections of our Imperial Albums with every stamp priced 
separately. The sections are very conveniently divided, and will be 
sent on approval to really earnest collectors who are prepared to 
purchase a fair proportion of their contents.

R a rit ie s  are the great speciality of the firm, and possessing the 
oldest and most valuable stock of postage stamps in the world, we are 
able to quote prices of almost any stamps desired.

W a n t L is ts  receive the most careful attention. If stamps 
required are not in stock, they can generally be obtained from the 
London house or from its large connexions in all parts of the world.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 ,  B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k .



Stamp Collecting as a Pastime.

ANY people are at a loss to understand the fascination that surrounds the pursuit
of stamp collecting. They are surprised at the clannishness of stamp collectors and 

their lifelong devotion to their hobby. They are thunderstruck at the enormous prices 
paid for rare stamps, and at the fortunes that are spent and made in stamp collecting.

This book will afford a peep behind the scenes, and explain how it is that, after nearly 
half a century of existence, stamp collecting has never been more popular than it is to-day.

And perchance many a tired worker in search of a hobby may be persuaded that of all 
the relaxations that are open to him none is more attractive or more satisfying than 
stamp collecting.

Profusely Illustrated and well bound in art cloth, price 30 c . ; post-free, 36 c.

Third Edition.] [Revised to date.

Stamps and Stamp Collecting.

T
H IS work is intended to fill a void which has hitherto existed in the Philatelist’s 

library. It will be found invaluable as a most useful and indeed a standard book 
to refer to in all cases of doubt or obscurity appertaining to Postage Stamps and their 
surroundings.

The collector is not infrequently perplexed by the various terms employed, and the 
fullest explanations are here given of such.

Much interesting information is also included as to the various classes of, and the 
manufacture of the paper employed, the typography, the embossing, the perforating or 
rouletting, together with many instructive and interesting details connected with the 
fascinating science of stamp collecting.

Price 60 c. in strong Paper Cover, $1.20 in Gilt Cloth; post-free, 5 c. extra.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 ,  B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k .

B y  E .  J .  N A N K I V E L L .

A  G L O S S A R Y  FO R  P H IL A T E L IS T S ,
E N T I T L E D

B y  M A J O R  E .  B .  E V A N S .
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NOTICE TO OCR READERS.
^T ^H IS  number o f “ G. S. W.” is a “ Special American” one which we are 
V U  sending out as an advertisement to the 7000 addresses in our books of 
North American collectors. This is in addition to the usual circulation, 
approaching 10,000, in Great Britain, etc.

The prices o f publications quoted in this number are arranged to include all
U. S. Government Duties, and are the net prices at which the goods can be 
obtained from our New York house at 198 Broadway.

** *
W e shall be greatly pleased if collectors who receive this free number will 

show it to their friends who collect stamps, and if they will send as many sub
scriptions as possible to the New York office. I f you recollect that each paper 
has to bear a |d. (one cent) stamp, you will find the rate o f 40 c. for three months, 
80 c. for 6 months, or 81.60 for a year’s subscription, very moderate, considering the 
value— to every one interested in stamps— of the articles we give you.

** *
The numbers following this will give amongst others a continuation o f the 

valuable article by Mr. Charles J. Phillits on

S ta m p  C ollectin g  a s  an  In vestm en t fo r  B eg in n ers,
and we shall shortly commence to publish a series'of articles entitled

F I F T Y  Y E A R S  O F  P H I L A T E L Y ;
OR,

T h e  J u b i l e e  o f  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L t d . ,

which will be celebrated in 1906.
** *

Articles will in due course appear on such subjects as
H ow  to choose a Stam p A lbum , w ith  descriptions 

of the leading kinds.
On buying Packets and Sets.
On Exchange C lubs: how  to Start and h o w to  

Conduct them, w ith  a Model Set of Rules. 
H ow  to Mount Stamps.
On M easuring Perforations, and how to detect 

W aterm arks.
On w h at to avoid in Stam ps.

A dvice as to w hat Stam ps to Purchase, so as to 
have a good, sound Investm ent.

On H istorical Facts of the past Sixty-five Y ears  
that m ay be learnt from our Stam ps.

O n the Geographical Interest of Stam p Collecting. 
Humorous Incidents connected w ith  Stam ps. 
Stam ps as W orks of A rt.
H ow  to Collect, and what to Collect.

Etc. etc. etc.

A correspondence column will be opened, and we shall endeavour to reply fully to all questions sent to us. 
Another feature that we intend to take up is a series of Stamp Competitions—about one a month.
A very valuable lot of large packets and sets of stamps, albums, etc., will be given as prizes in these 

competitions.
At least once a month we offer a real SPECIAL BARGAIN to readers of "Gibbons Stamp Weekly."

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 , B r o a d w a y ,  N e w  Y o r k .
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3 0  c .  e a c h 3 0  c .  e a c h<sg>_____

T H E  E IG H TH  E D IT IO N  OF

T h e  I m p r o v e d  =

P o s t a g e  S t a m p  =

A l b u m ,  N o ,  O  =
ONE H U N D RED  AND TEN T H  TH O U SAN D .

THE BEST AND LARGEST ALBUM EVER PUBLISHED AT THE PRIDE.

176  LARGE PAGES. Spaces for 4700 Stamps.
48 extra pages added in this Edition without extra charge.

THIS ALBUM IS NOW SELLING at the RATE OF OVER 1000 COPIES A MONTH.
---------- ♦ ----------

T
H E demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and it gives universal 
satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last Edition had 

nearly 20 extra pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, 
and all the Geographical and Historical Notes brought up fully to date.

All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Bussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added.

At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a mass of valu
able information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, 
reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all 
Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in art cloth. The Album 
contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented 
gratis with each Album. There is also an Illustrated Frontispiece o f the Rarest 
Stam ps, with prices attached that we pay for each.

Price, bound in handsome art cloth, 3 0  C., or post-free, 3 5  c.

E. S. says: '* I asked a friend where the best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. He referred me to you, saying 
that he had bought one and sold it next day for 45 c., after keeping the stamps."

A. A. writes: 0 1 received your Stamp Album on Thursday, and I wonder bow you can sell it so cheap; for as soon as a 
friend saw it he offered me 60 c. for it. Please send me another."

C. A. W. writes: “ Please send me one of your marvellous 30 c. Albums, with packet of stamps, to order that I may 
convince my incredulous friends that such a thing is possible."

Miss M. R. writes from Piccadilly: “ I was greatly pleased with the Album I received this morning, which all my 
friends admired, and thought it very cheap."

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc., 198, Broadway, New York.
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LIFE’S A VERY FUtiNY PROPOSITION
That is what the majority o f us believe, and to help solve this

proposition we offer

AIDS TO THE SIMPLE LIFE
G ibbons 190 5 C ata lo gu e , complete . S I ; ^post-free, $1.12.

One T h ou san d  P eelab le  H inges, in a tin box 15 c. „  18 c.

G ibbon s W e ek ly , subscription price, half-year, 80 C.; one year, $1.60.

AIDS TO THE STRENUOUS LIFE
T he M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l . . one year, 50 C .; three years, $125.

A ccu ra te  P erfo ratio n  G au ge  . . 15 c .; post-free, 17 c.

B en z in e  Cup fo r  D etectin g  W a te rm a rk s  50 c. „  60 c.

C olour D ictio n ary . A  Guide to Stamp Colours 75 c. „  79 C.

S ta m p s  an d  S ta m p  C ollectin g. _ Defining
all Stamp T e r m s .............................................65 C. „  70 C.

G ibbons H a n d b o o k s ................L ist sent on request.

G ibbons B la n k  A lb u m s

AID TO THE CONTENTED LIFE
Send us your want list, if  you mean business, and you will find, as 

hundreds of others have, that we are undoubtedly

The People 
with the Goods I

Stanley Gibbons. In c .

1 9 8 ,  ‘B r o a d t t i a y ,  

N e W  Y o r k  C i t y .
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3 0  c .  e a c h 3 0  c .  e a c h

T H E  E IG H TH  E D ITIO N  OF

T h e  I m p r o v e d  - 

!P o s t a g e  S t a m p  

A l b u m ,  N o .  O  ■
ONE H l ’ X D R EI)  AND TEN TH

THE BEST AND LARGEST ALBUM EVER PUBLISHEO AT TJiE PRICE.

1V 6  LARGE PAGES. Spaces for 4700 Stamps.
48 extra pages added in this Edition without extra charge.

THIS ALBUM IS  NOW SELLING at the RATE OF OVER 1000 COPIES A MONTH.
---------- *----------

T HE demand for this Album has simply been phenomenal, and it gives universal 
satisfaction—not a single complaint has been received. The last Edition had 

nearly 20 extra pages added, and now another 48 pages have been added, 
and all the Geographical and Historical Notes brought up fully to date.

All the newest stamp-issuing countries, such as Eussahir, Canton, Cayman Isles, 
Hoi-hao, Dahomey, etc. etc., have been added.

At the top of each page there is the name of the country, and a mass of valu
able information, including date when Stamps were issued, population, area, 
reigning sovereign, capital, etc. Spaces of proper sizes are provided for all 
Stamps, and the book is bound in a superior manner in art cloth. The Album 
contains a pocket to hold duplicate Stamps, and fifty Stamps will be presented 
g r a t i s  with each Album. There is also an Illustrated Frontispiece of the Rarest 
Stamps, with prices attached that we pay for each.

Price, bound in handsome art  cloth, 30 c., or post-free, 35 c.

E. S. say s : " I  asked a friend where the best place was to buy a Stamp Album cheap. H e referred me to you, saying 
that he had bought one and sold it next day for 45 c., after keeping the stamps."

A. A. w rites: “  I received your Stamp Album on Thursday, and I wonder how you can sell it so ch eap ; for as soon as a 
friend saw it he offered me 60 c. for it. Please send me another."

C. A. W. w rites: “  Please send me one of your marvellous 30c. Albums, with packet o f stamps, in order that I may 
convince my incredulous friends that such a thing is possible."

Miss M. R . writes from Piccad illy : ** I was greatly pleased with the Album I received this morning, which aJl my 
friends admired, and thought it very cheap."

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc., 198, Broadway, New York.
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LIFE’S A VERY FUNNY PROPOSITION
That is what the majority of us believe, and to help solve this

proposition we offer

AIDS TO THE SIMPLE LIFE
G ibbons 1905 C ata lo g u e , complete . . $1; ^post-free, $ 1.12.

One T h ou san d  P eelab le  H inges, in a tin box 15 c. „  18 c.

G ibbons W eek ly , subscription price, half-year, 80 c . ; one year, $1.60.

AIDS TO THE STRENUOUS LIFE
T h e M onth ly  Jo u rn a l . one year, 50 c . ; three years, $125.

A ccu rate  P erfo ration  G au ge  . 15 c .; post-free, 17 c.

B en zin e Cup fo r D etectin g  W a te rm a rk s  50 c. „  60 c.

C olour D iction ary . A  Guide to Stamp Colours 75 c. „  79 C.

S ta m p s  and  S ta m p  C ollectin g. Defining
all Stamp T e r m s .......................................65 C. „ 70 C.

G ibbons H andbooks . . . . .  L ist sent on request.

G ibbons B la n k  A lb u m s . „ „  „  „

AID TO THE CONTENTED LIFE
Send us your want list, if you mean business, and you will find, as 

hundreds of others have, that we are undoubtedly

The People 
with the Goods!

Stanley Gibbons, In e .

1 9 8 ,  ’B r o a d w a y ,  

N e W  Y o r k  C i t y .
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C O N C E R N IN G  U .S .  S T A M P S .

^ H E  lack  o f  en th u siasm  in th e co llectin g  o f  U . S .  S ta m p s  h as 

o ften  stru ck  us as a  v e ry  s tra n g e  situ ation . In  E n g la n d  w e 

find th e forem ost co llecto rs sp ec ia liz in g  in B r it ish  S ta m p s, in G e rm a n y  

th e co llecto r is a lw a y s  w ell su p p lied  w ith  fine old  G e r m a n s ; but in 

A m e ric a  co llecto rs  seem  to  w an t th e issu es o f  a lm ost a n y  cou n try  

except U . S .

W H Y  I S  T H I S  S O ?

A r e  not ou r S ta m p s  a s  fine a s  a n y  ? A r e  not o u r p o rtra its  and 

co lours o f  the fin e st?  A r e  not o u r can ce lla tio n s a s  a  ru le  fa ir ly  

ligh t ? W e  p ro p o se  to try  to a w a k e n  ou r co llec to rs  to  th e  b eau ty  

o f  the issu es o f  th eir ow n  country, an d  h a v in g  ju s t  p u rch ased  M r. 

J ohn  N . L u f f ’s m agn ificen t collection  o f  U .  S . S ta m p s, c a ta lo g u in g  

o v e r  T w e n ty - fiv e  T h o u sa n d  D o lla rs , w e find o u rse lv e s  w ith the finest 

stock  o f  U . S .  S ta m p s in th e  w orld . O n th e o p p o site  p a g e  w e quote 

a  fa ir ly  com plete lin e o f  th ese S ta m p s , but a s  w e a n tic ip ate  h e a v y  

o rd ers it will be w ell to  o rd er prom p tly . T h e  term s a re  nett on 

sm all o r d e r s ; io  p e r ce n t on an  o rd e r  o f $ 2 5 ;  1 5  p e r cen t on an 

o rd er o f  $ 1 0 0 0  (O h , y e s , w e  h a v e  th e m !) .

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc.,
198 , B R O A D W A Y ,  N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y .
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t

P R I C E  L I S T  O F

U .S .  R E G U L A R  I S S U E S .
1847. 5 c., brown

Unused. 
. 10.00

to c., black .  30.00

i8<i. 1 c., blue. Type I. .  —
1 c. M >1 I !♦ .  2.50
t c .  „  „  III. .  50.00
3  c., rose .  2.53
5 c., brown .  50.00

10 CM green .  18.75
12 c., bldck .  15.00
24 c., lilac . . 150.00

,857. 1 C-, blue. Type I. ♦ 17-50
r e . „  11. • 7.50
. c .........................H I. ♦ 3*
3 c., red „  I. .  12. yo
3 c. . .  11 . .12
5 c., red-brown ,» 1. . ico.oo
5 c., brown . .  I. . 25.00

c.........................n . • 3- i 5
s c .  „  „  H I. • 3-*5

10 C., green 
X2C.,uiack

. 2.50

. 2.10
24 c., lilac . 5-oo
30 c., orange 8.75
90 c., blue • 18.75

l 8 6 l .  t C., blue .25
3 c.t pink . 35.00
3 c ,  lake • 750
3 c., red 12
5 c., ochre . 40.00

10 c., green r.50
12 c., black .  1.85
24 c., red-lilac 8.75
30 c .t orange . .  4.00
90 c., blue . 15.00

i86s-6. 2 c., black •SO
3  c., scarlet .  90 00
5 cM red-brown . .  17.ro
5 c ,  brown .  2.£0

15 c., black .  7*50
24 c.f lilac . • 3-75

1867. 3 Cm emltoued all over ♦ 32-50
3  c., 13X 16 .  iO.OO
2 c., ta x  14 .  —
3 c., 12 X 14 .  —
1 C ., U X 13 • 7-50
9 C. | l t X t 3 .  4.50
3 c., ttX  13 • 3-75

10 C.t 11  X 13 . 5.00
12 C., IIX S3 6.25
15 c., 1 1 X 1 3 .  25.00

1 c., 9 X 13 .  2.50
1 C. „ 1.25
3 c. „ t.25
5 C. .  t2.so

10 c. „ • 3.75
15 c. t, . 6.25
24 c. „ . 15.09
30 c. „ . 15.00
90 c. ,, . 50.00

18 69 . 1 c., buff 1.25
2 c., brown .75
3 c., blue . .50
6 c. , , • 3.15

10 c., yellow 6.00
ta c., green
15 €., blue and brown

• 3-75
i t .25

15 c. ,, (framed) .  5.00
24 c., purple and green .  12.50
30 Cm blue and red ( . 12.50
90 Cm carmine and black .  3 0 .CO

i ■

S T A N L E Y
198.

Used. 
1.00 
4 oo

21 «5 
.18 

7*5°  
.02 

7. so 
.90 
.90

7.50
•90
.08
.50
.02

4.00 
2.63 
2.30
2.50 

.36
1.00
3 . 0  
435

20.00
.06

5.00

02
c.oo
'.08

.30
•75

.04

.30

.36
•*5

8.75
6.00
7-5J
1.50 
1.25
.12
.04
•50
.50

2.50

.02
4-35
•45
•75

2.50
2.50 

10.00

.30

.62

.30

3*752.10
12.50

1870. National.

1871. N ation al grille

1873. Continental.

1879. American.

186a.
s*8».

1883.

1887.

1888. 

1890.

Re-engraved.

1 c., grilled
2 c
3 c.
6 c.
7 c.

to c.
12 C.
15 C.
24 C.
30 c.
90 c.

1 Cm no
2 C.
3 C.
6 c.
7 C. 

to c.
12 C.
15 c..
24 c.

,30  *•
90 c.

1 c.
2  C.
3 C.
6 c.
7 c.

10 c.
12 C.
15  c.
24 c.
30 c. 
so c.

2 c.* vermilion 
5 c .. blue 
t c.
2 c.
3 c-
5 c.
6 c.

1 0 c .  ( N )
to c. (C)
15 c.
3 0 1  
90 c.

5 c.
1 c.
3 c.
6 c.

10  c.
2 c.
4 c.
1 c.
2 c.
3 C.
♦  C.
5 c.

30 c.
90 c.

t c.
2 c., lake 
9 c., carmine
3 C.
4 C.
5 <•*•
6 c.
8 c.

10 c.
15  c.
30 c.
90 c.

Unused. Used.
5-oo .36
3-75 .18
2 50 2.00

15.CO 3.50
1 5.00 2.50
33.00 7-50

— to 00
25.CO 6.50

— 100.00
25.00 12.50
30.CO 6.25

2.00 .12
1.00 .02
1.25 .02
2.00 .08
4.50 .50
3-75 .to
5 CO •5>
5.00 •45
9.00 l.co

10.00 ♦ *5
12.50 st.oo

.50 .02
<-»5 .02

• 62 .02
2.50 .04
5.00 •45
3-75 •C4
7-5o .36

t2.5o • 5«
— 3-75

8.00 .36
6.25 !.*0
t.oo .02
1.25 .06
.62 .02
•«5 .02
•*S .02
•75 .04

3.so .04
5-oo •04
3.00 .06
-»5 .1 1 

.081.50
7.50 .36

.50 .02
.8 .02

.13 .02
1.50 .04
.25 .02
.08 .02
,c8 .02

• 4 .02
.6 .C2

.10 .8
18 .02

•25 .02
t.co . l8
3.15 .90

.04 .02
•«5 .02

.6 .02
.08 .C2
.13 .02
.12 .02
.t6 .04
.13 .03
•45 .02
.36 .04
•75 .06

1.85 .30

G IBBO N S, Inc.,
'B R O A D W A Y . N E W  YO R K .
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100  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S ,  a ll g e n u in e  an d  d ifferen t, a n d  o f  a  c a ta lo g u e

v a lu e  o f  o v e r  $2, a re  p re se n te d  w ith  ea ch  S T R A N D  A L B U M .

T h e  S t r a n d  = 

P o s t a g e  S t a m p  

A l b u m  -  = =

T
H E book, which is printed on an unusually good quality paper, is bound in a 
new and specially designed cover. The shape is as illustrated, and the size a 

new and convenient one, viz. g j in. by 7J in. Sufficient guards have been inserted 
so that when the Album is full the covers shall be level with each other, and not 
bulged, as is often the case in imperfectly constructed books.

Concise Geographical and other particulars, with Illustrations, are given at the 
head of each country, the pages being divided into rectangles, as is usual, with 
this most important innovation, that they vary in size so as to conveniently 
accommodate the Stamps desired to be placed in position.

N o. 14. 3 2 0  p a g es .
S p a ces  f o r  8 ,0 0 0  S ta m p s . 

N o s . 15 an d  16. 4 0 0  pa g es .
S p a ces  f o r  1 1 ,00 0  S ta m p s .

*

N o s . 15 and  16 in c lu d e  a  se r ie s  
o f  S ix  M ap s, s p e c ia lly  e n g ra v e d  
fo r  th is  P u b lic a t io n , and  b e a u t i

fu l ly  p r in te d  in  C o lou rs .

A new and very important departure has been made in Nos. 15  and 16, in includ
ing for the first time in any Philatelic Album a series of S ix  specially drawn Maps, 
printed in colours, and giving the names of all Stamp-issuing Countries. They 
are of course fully brought up to date, and are not needlessly encumbered with 
unnecessary names, so as to increase their usefulness for easy and instant reference.

Each Album now has four full-page Illustrations of the W atermarks found on 
all Stamps.

P R I C E S .

N o -  14-.—Strongly and neatly bound in plain cloth, gilt lettered, 320  pages, 
7 8  c . ;  post-free, 9 2  c.

N o -  1 8 . —Strongly and handsomely hound in plain cloth, with gilt edges and 
lettering, and 6 Maps, and 80 extra leaves, $ 1 - 8 0 ]  post-free, $ 1 . 7 1 .

N o .  1 8 . —Handsomely hound in half morocco, lettered on back, plain cloth 
sides, with 6 Maps, gilt edges, 400 pages, $ 2 . 8 8  ; post-free, $ 2 . 7 7 .

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc.,198, Broadway, New York
i t



2 2 .  (Whole No. 47.) 2 5  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 0 5

V o l .  I I
O n e

Penny.

G i b b o n s

S t a m p  W e e k l y
E d i t e d  b y  E d w a r d J . N a n k i v e l l .

• Contents*
lSZ.

1. TH E COUNTRIES OF TH E  W O R L D :
BAHAMAS. By Edward d. NanMvell . - 349

2. STAM P COLLECTING AS AN IN VESTM EN T
FOR BEGINNERS. By Charles J. Phillips . . 3S*

3. CAN CELLATION S ON HONG KONG POST
AGE STAM PS. By C. A. Howes, S.B. -354

4. W O R K  FOR W IN T R Y  EVEN INGS.
By Reu. T. C. Walton, M.A. . . .  356

3. N E W  IS S U E S : Australian Commonwealth—Crete 
— Switzerland—Tasmania—Victoria . . 358
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A f r i c a — T h e  R u s s i a n  W a r  S t a m p s — S w i s s  S t a m p  
D e s i g n s  C o m p e t i t io n  . . . .  359

7. TH E  STAM P KING. By 0. de Beauregard and H.
de Gorsse. Translated Jrom the French by Edith C. 
Phillips . . 3Co
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y , N EW  IS S U E S
OREPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
* current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 
at the following rates, post-free :—

G t Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
« .. 3s* 3<>- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

i« n 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. t . . • price, post-free, 4d .
„  2 . . . a l l  sold out.
„  3 . • price, post-free, 9d.
»* 4  • ♦ * »» M •/*
»» S • • • »» ir
„  6 to current number ,, ,, 3d. each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G. S. W. from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered fiat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E
Monthly Journal.

Edited by Major E . B, E V A N S .

Published  o s  the test dey et eeeh month.

S U B S C R I P T I O N S :  2 / -  p e r  A n n u m .

A ll Subscriptions must be prepaid, and commence 
with the first number o f a volume. Collectors 
who subscribe now w ill receive the back numbers 
o f the current volume.

T H E M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stam p Collectors who are  rather advanced.

The chief features are—
tst.—A  series o f entirely O riginal Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stam p Collectors, 

sod.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list o f all N ew Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The October number contains am ongst other 
features—

New  Is s u e s  an d  V a r ie t ie s . S ix  pages.
No tes from  o u r  R e f e r e n c e  Co llectio n , by 

Charles J. Phillips.
Mv So u v e n ir s , by Pierre Mahd.
No tes a n d  Ne w s , by Charles J. Phillips.
S tam ps o f  t h e  P h ilip p in e s , b y  L .  Hanciau.
N ew  S t o c k  Bo oks. Etc.

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .
ALL UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATEO.

ANGRA.
19 0 s .  T y p e * .  P e r / .  u $ .

s . d .

50 reis, ultramarine . . 0 5
7$ „ brown and carmine . . 0 8

AUSTRIA.
1905. T y p e  15 ( w i t h  v a lu e  o n  w h i t e )  a n d  T y p e  17 ; without 

v a r n is h  b a rs . P e r / . i*J, 13.
3 5  heller, ultramarine and black . . . 0 4

35 » green • . . 0 6
'  BRITISH HONDURAS.

19 0 5 . K i n g 's  H e a d . M u l t i p le  w in k .

x c., green . . . . .

CEYLON.
1905. K i n g ’s H e a d . M u l t i p le  w m k .  

30 c., violet and green . .

FIJI ISLANDS.
1903. K i n g 's  H e a d .  S in g le  w in k .

id., green • 0 1
id., purple and black on red . . . . 0 3
ad. „ „ orange . . . 0 3
aid. „ ,, blue on blue . 0 4
3d. „ „ mauve . . . 0 5
4<1. „ „ black . . . . 0 6
5d. „ «i green . 0 7
6d. „ ,, carmine . . . . 0 6
is., green and carmine . . . 1 4
$s- „ „ black . . . . . 6 6

1904. K i n g 's  H e a d .  M u l t i p le  w m k .

id., green . 0 1
id., purple and black oo red . 0 a

NATAL.
19 0 4 . O ff ic ia l  S ta m p s . K i n g 's  H e a d . M u l t i p le  w m k .  

id ., green and black . . .u s e d  o 4
id., carmine and black .  . , , 0 6

PERU.
19 0 5 . T y p e  42.

13 c., black and blue . . .  use d  o 3
ST. VINCENT.

19 0 5 . K i n g 's  H e a d . M u l t i p le  w m k .  

id ., lilac and green . . . . . 0 1
id. ,, „  carmine . • . o 2

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.
1905. K i n g 's  H e a d .  M u l t i p le  w m k .

35 c., lilac and green . . . . 0 9
30 c., grey and carmine . . . . o 10

TASMANIA.
1905. T y p e s  33, 24. a n d  26. W m k . C r o w n  e v e r  

d o u b le -lin e d  A .

id., rose-red (peri. 11) . . . . . o a
rd. „ ( „  ia|) . . . . 0 2
ad., purple ( „  iaj) . . . 0 3
3d., brown ( „  11) • . . 0 5

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
1903. Type 15. Wmk. V and Crown. Per/. 11.

$d., olive-yellow . . . . . o

S T A N L E Y  G IBB O N S, L T D ., 39 i, ST R A N D , LONDON

STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, 198, BROADW AY, NEW YORK
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C O L L E C T I O N  P A C K E T S .
N E W  A N D  G R E A T L Y  R E D U C E D  P R I C E S  F O R  1 9 0 5 .

No. 6 4  CONTAINS 100 VARIETIES,
Including used and unused. Price 6d.; post-free, 7d.

No. 6 5  CONTAINS 2 5 0  DIFFERENT VARIETIES,
Both used and unused Stamps, Envelopes □  and Post Cards □  and is well recommended 
as a capital start for a collector. Price 2/-; post-free, 2/i.

No. 6 6 , 5 0 0  VARIETIES,
Is strongly recommended as the cheapest collection of 500 different Stamps ever 
offered—the Stamps could not be bought separately for three times the marvellously low 
price at which it is now offered. The Stamps, etc., are clean, picked specimens, fit for 
any collection. The best 500 varieties in the trade. Price 4/-'; post-free 4/1.

No. 6 7 , 1,000  VARIETIES.
This packet contains 1,000 different Stamps (and no Envelopes, Bands, and Cards), and 
is the ch eapest packet ever offered by S. G., Ltd., satisfaction being absolutely 
guaranteed. The price it is offered at is the lowest ever quoted for such a collection, 
embracing as it does scores of scarce varieties, provisionals, hew issues, and many very fine 
and obsolete varieties. Price 15/-, post-free and registered.

No. 6 8 , 1,500  VARIETIES.
Each specimen is in perfect condition, and the 1,500 different Stamps form a noble start for 
any one. A large number of really rare and valuable Stamps are contained in this 
collection; but it is impossible to enumerate them, as we are constantly adding New 
Issues and older Stamps when we purchase such. Satisfaction is guaranteed.

Price £ 1  15s., post-free and registered.
No. 6 9 , 2 ,0 0 0  VARIETIES.

A grand packet for a dealer or collector, every Stamp being different and genuine, and thus 
forming a choice collection in itself or a stock to make up sheets or for exchange purposes. 

Price ,£3, post-free and registered.

No. 6 9 a , 3 ,0 0 0  VARIETIES.
A very fine packet, containing many rare Stamps, all arranged in order, and mounted ready 
to price or remove to a collection. Price £8  ios., post-free and registered.

No. 6 9 b ,  4 ,0 0 0  VARIETIES.
A valuable collection, all mounted on sheets in order. Really good value; being sold by 
us to collectqrs at less than the price usually charged in the trade.

( Price .£14, post-free and registered.
_______________________________________________*_______________ ______ ____

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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C H E A P  S E T S  O F

Foreign Countries’ Postage Stamps.
R E V IS E D  S E R IE S  FOR 1905.

A r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ’  l a s t  P r i c e d  C a t a l o g u e .

U sed .*  U n u s e d .f U sed  a n d  U n u sed .£ A l l  G u a ra n te ed  G en u in e . N o  R ep r in ts .
In O rd erin g  it is only n e cessary  to quote N am e o f  C ountry, N u m b er o f  Set, and the P rice .

T U R K E Y .
No. of Sit.
3,8 3.) 1865-71, including 5 piastres .
3  833! 1876, i , 1 i  1 , and 5 pres. .
-  ■ * 1873-76, including Provisionals

1876 (Sept;), including to on 20 paras
3.8J4'
3.*35l
3.836*

3 »37t
3.»38
3.839*
3.84»t

3.84>t
3 *4»*
3.843t

3>«44*

AV. m Sti. M.
8 .. 2 6
5 *• 5 6

12 .. 4 0

and
7 •• 4 0

18 .. 2 6
11  .. 0
12 .. 0 10

fS . 13 .. 2 0

scarce varieties
>892-1901, inducing Provisional

“  Printed matter,** including old i:
,, >893-1901, including
old surcharges .

Unpaid, >865-69, including 25 piastres . 6 ,
11 t’ ii 5 t* • 5 1
,, >888-1901, 10, 20, 20, 20 paras,

1 and 3 piastres . . 6 ,
Locals, including scarce varieties . . 5

U N IT E D  S T A T E S .
3 , 8 5 0 *  1 8 5 1 , I ,  3 , IO , a n d  1 2  C. .  4  .
3,851* >855, r, 3, 5, 10, >3, and 34 c. . . 6 .
3,852! 1861-69, including scarce varieties . . 7
3*853* »» „  . >4 •
3,854* 18 70 -71,1 , 2, 3, 6, and 10 c. . . 5  .
3.855! 1873-82, including 5 c., brown (Garfield) 7 ,
38 56 * ,, „  12, 30, and 90 c. . 18 .
3,857! 1882-87, t* *» *. 3i 3, 4, 4, 5, and 10 c. 9 ,
3.858* ,, including 30 c. and 90 c. . 12 ,
3,859! 1890-93, 1, a, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 10 c . . . 8
3.860* ,, 1 c. to 90 c. . >2 ,
3,861! 1893, Columbus, 1, a ,3 ,4 ,5 , 6 , 8 ,and xoc. 8 .  
3,662* ,, „  1 ,9 ,  3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, and

50 c. . . . ♦ 9
3,863! >894, t c. to 15 c. . . . 11
3,664* ., including 50 c. and $> . . 8 .
3,865! 1895-99, 7, a, 2, 3. 5, 6, 8, and 10 c. . 8 .
3,866! 1883-89, 1, 4, 5, 10, and 15 c. . • 5
3,867* 1895-99, including 50 c. and $x . . 1 6
3,868! 1898, Omaha, 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, and xo c. . 6 .

‘ ,, x c. to $2 . . . 9
„  „  x c. to 50 c. . . 7

1901, Buffalo, t c .  to 10 c. . . 6 .
,, „  1 c . to to c. . . 6

Special Delivery stamp . 4
Newspaper stamp, 1, 2, 2, and to c. . 4

•1 1895, 1 c. to $100 . . 12
Unpatdr 1879-93, various shades • * 6

3’“ 9l
3 .®7°

3.«7S!
3,6t« ;
3.877!
3.676*
3,679!
3,880!
3*«8>t
3,88a*

. 5 

. 24 

. 12 
6

. 1

. 10 

. 4 

. 4 

. 3 

. 2 

. 2 

. 2

. 2 

. 4

. 2 

. 3 

. 1 

. 2 

. 1 

. 20 

. 1 

. 1
! 2 
. 2 
. 60 
. 1

,, 1895, i , 2, 3, 5, xo, 30, and 30 c. . 7 .. G
Interior, r, 3, 10, t2, and 34 c. . . 5 . .  i
Post Office, 1, 2, 3, 6. and 12 c. . . 5 . .  i
Treasury, 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 12, 15, 24, 30, and

90 c. . . . . . to ..  12
3,883! War (1st printing), 2 ,10 , 15, 24. and 30 c. 5 . .  i 
3,864* „  „  3.6,10, it , 15 ,and30c. 6 ..  2
3,885! „  (and ,, ), 1, 9, 3, 6, 12, and 30c. 6 ..  2
3,886* „  „  1, 2, 3, 9. and i2  c. . 5 . .  C

U N IT E D  S T A T E S 9 P O S S E S S IO N S
3,890! Cuba. 1899 (on U .S.), t, 2 ,3 ,5 ,  and 10 c. 5 . .  1 
3  891! „  (permanent), 1, a, 3, 5, and

to c. . . 5 ..  1
3,892* Cuba. 1899, including both issues. « 9 ..  1
3,693! Unpaid, x, 3, 5, and 10 c. . 4 •• S
3,894! Guam. 1, a, 3, 4, 5 .6 , 8, 10, and 15  c. . 9 . .  2!
3 8 9 5 ! Philippines. i,a .3 ,4 ,5 ,6 ,8 ,to ,a n d i5 C . 9 . .  < 
3.896* ». *t *» 3/,5* 10, 15 , and 50 c. 7 . .  1
3,897! f, Unpaid, 1, 3, 3, 5, 10, and

3,898*

3,899!

jo c . .
Philippines.

and xo c.
P o r t o  R ic o .

Unpaid (barred), i , 2, 5, 

1, x, 3, 2, 5, 8, and to c. .

6 0

U N IT E D  S T A T E S 9 P O S S E S S IO N S  —con td .
/Va  • '  Set. Np. 1.

4 •• 
7

Porto Rico. 1 , 1 ,  2, 2, 5, and 10 c.
,, Unpaid, 1, 2, and 10 c.

U R U G U A Y .
1866, 3, to, 15, and 20 c.
1866-72, 1 , 1 ,  5, 5. 10 , and 20 c. 
1877-83, including scarce types 
1883-89, Provisionals 
*877-79. 5. xo, 20, 50 c ., and 1 peso 

3,910* 1883-88, including Provisionals
3 ,9 1 1 !  t8?4-88, i ,  1, 2, 5, to, 20, and 25 c. 
3 ,9 12 ! 1888, 2, 5, jo , and 25 c.
3.913! 1890, 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, and 20 c. .
3.914* 1, 2, 5, 7, to, 30, 25 c., and 1 peso
39 x 5 ! 1891-92, Provisionals 
3,9*6* „
3,917! 18 9 2,1, 2, s, and 10 c.

3.9«>
3.901*

3.9° 5t
3.9o«t
3.9o7t
3.908!
3.909'

3.9 1*'
3.919!
3.9*0*
39*»* 
3 9*** 
3.9*3* 
3.9*4* 
3.9*5 ! 
3.9*7* 
3 9*51 
3.9*9* 
3 93o!

1894-95. I. 5, s, 7, and to c.
„  including ao and 25 c.

>897,1, 5, and 10 c.

,, surcharged 1, 5, and 10 c.
»» .. .. •
• > *• *» 5. 7, *o, 20, and 25 c.

1898, Provisionals . .
>898-1901, including 7, 10, and ao c.

„  „  several issues
xooo-iQoi, a, 5, 7, 10, 25, and 50 C. 

3,9 31! Official, 1880-82, t, 5, 7, and 20 c.
3.93s! „  1884, 1, 2, 2, 5, and 25 c
3  933! »• 1890-96, t. 1, 2, a, 5, 7, and to c.
3  934! .. 1896, 20, 25, 50 c ,  and 1 peso
3-935! »• 18 9 9 -19 '!, j ,  2, 5, and 10 c.
3.93*! „  various issues
3*937!  „  Fuera de Hora

V E N E ZU E L A .
3940 ! 1859-61, including scarce 
3,94s! 1863-64, i ,  4. 1, 2, and 2 realcs
3  94a! 1866-74, including inverted overprint 
3,943* 1859-80, several issues 
3 944t 1880, 5, 5, 10, 25, 50 c., and 1 bol. .
3,945! 1882, 5, 10, 25, and 50 c., 1, 3, to, and

20 bols. . . . .
3,946! 1882-87, including lithographed 
3,947! 1887, 5, 25, 50 c., and 1 bol. . . .
3,948* 1882-87; various issues . . .
3949 !  189?, Provisionals . . . .
3.950! 1893, 5, 10, 25, 50 c., 1 and 3 bols. . 
3.95s ! „  all inverted surcharges.
3.9S3! „  s, 10, 25, 25, 50 c., and t bol. ,
3.953*t 1. 5, to, 25, and 50 c, 1 and 3 bolivars. 
3*953^! it 5*.to, 25, and 50 c., 1, 3, to, and 20 

bolivars , . . .
3.954t *893 (foreign postage), 5, 5, 10, 25, 50 c., 

and 1 bolivar . . . .
3.956! 18 9 8 ," Miranda/' 5 , 1 0 ,2 5 ,25c., and 1 bol. 
3.957! 1899, 5, to, 25, 50 c ., and x bol.
3,958! „  Resellada, s, to, 50 c., 1 and 2 bols.
3*959! *920 „  5 ,10 ,2 5 ,50C., i,&  3 bols.
3t959* t  »• „  5, 10, 25, 50 c., 1, 3, 10,

and 20 bolivars
3.959/'! >900. Resellada, 5, xo, 25, 50 c., 1, 3, 

and 10 bolivars
396 0 ! 1900. Resellada, with date, 5 ,10 , & 25 c, 
3,96ft ,, date only, 5,10 , 25, 50,50c., 1 bol.,

and 1 bol. . . . .
3,969! Fiscal, Postal, aod Registration 
3,563! Official, 1898, 5, to, 25, 50 c., and 1 bol. . 

f 3.964* », ,5

in Sft. t. d.
6 .. 0 9
3 1 3

4 • • 7 6
6 . . 6 6
7 3 0
4 • • 3 0
5 5 6

*3 •• 2 6
7 •• 6 6
4 • • 2 9
6 .. 3 0
8 .. 6 0
4 • * 2 0
4 • • 1 9
4 1 3
4 •• 0 6
8 .. 6 6

10 .. 2 9
3 •• 1 6
3 •• 0 9
3 •• 1 6
3 • • 1 0
7 • • 6 6
6 .. 1 6

10 .. 2 9
8 .. * 1 0
6 .. 6 6
4 • • 10 0
5 ♦ * 8 6
7 • • 6 6
4 -• 25 0
4 •• 3 6
8 .. 5 0
4 -• 1 3

4 • • 4 0
5 *• 6 6
3 1 0

lx .. 2 6
6 .. 2 6

8 .. 1 9
7 •• 2 0
4 • • 2 0

15 .. 3 6
3 •• 10 0
6 .. 2 6
6 .. 10 0
6 .. 1 3
6 .. 0 9

8 .. 10 0

6 . . 1 0
5 0 9
5 •• 1 0
5 •• 1 2
6 ... 1 3

8 .. 3 0

7 1 3
3 • . 0 8

7 . . 4 0
4 <, 2 0
5 • . 6 0
S ♦ . 4 6
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y , NEW  IS S U E S
OREPAID subscriptions must commence with the 

current number, and can be for 3, 6. or ia months 
at the following: rates, post-free

Gl Britain 
and

Colonies.

I U.S.A. 
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 month* i». tm 1 40 c. tc. 4.00 m. 1.70
6 J»- 3d- 80 c. tc. 4.00 m. 3.25
7 bv 6d Si.bo tc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got hack a few returns from Agents, and 

< r r  now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
•re in hand, and they will he only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 price, post-free, 4d .
,, 2 . . all sold out
• • 3 . price, post-free, 9d .

M 4 » 1/-
M 5 6d .

6 to current number ,, ,, 3<f.each.

In Great Britain it Will be cheaper for our readers 
.0 order G .  S .  W .  from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
<ave postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E

Monthly Journal.
Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

Published sn th*  last day at sash month. 

S U B S C R I P T I O N S :  2 / -  p e r  A n n u m

A ll  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id , a n d  c o m m e n c e  
w ith  th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w il l  r e c e iv e  th e  b a ck  n u m b e r s  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

T H E  M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features a re -
1st.—A series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

T h e  O c t o b e r  n u m b er c o n ta in s  a m o n g s t  o th er 
fe a tu re s —

Ne w  Issu e s  an d  V a r ie t ie s . S ix  pages.
No tes  from  o u r  R e f e r e n c e  C o llectio n , by

Charles J. Phillips.
M y S o u v en ir s , by  Pierre Mah£.
No tes  an d  New s , b y  Charles J .  Phillips.
Sta m ps  o f  t h e  P h il ip p in e s , b y  L. Hanciau.
New  S to ck  B ooks. Etc.

A N D  S P E C I A L  B A R G A I N S .

A U  UNUSED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

3 6

BARBADOS.
1904-5. M ultiple w m k. s. d.

Id., grey and carmine . . • . . o r
Id., dull green . . . . . o r

BOYACA.
>9oj-S. Types 4, 5, 6, and  7. P er/. 12.

50 c.« blue, error 0 / colour . . . . 4 0
1 peso, red-brown, error 0 / colour . . . 5 0
5 pesos, black on rose . . . reduced to

10 •» ,, „  buflf . *  . . „
1904-5. Types 6, 7, and  8. Itnperf.

10 c., orange . . . . . .
5 pesos, black on rose . . . reduced to

10 „  „  „  buff . . . „
BRITISH LEVANT.

1905. K ing's H ead.
a pi. on sd., lilac and ultramarine . . . .

CAUCA.
1903. Type 7. P in -P erf.

aoc., black on orange (No. n )  . . . .
Cat. COLOMBIA.
No. Various issues. R evised prices.
aia. 50 C., cinnamon on buff . . . used
213. 1 p., lilac-rose . . . „
371. 50 c., mauve on lilac . . . .
453. to c ,  mauve . . . . .
659. 5 c., rose, A  R . . unused or used

CUNDINAMARCA.
1904. Types *1 and  22. Im perj.

20 c., blue (No. 4 3 )  .  .  . . .

40 c. „  ( „  44) . . . *
ERITREA.

1905. Ita ly  Type 33 surcharged.
15 C. on 20 c., orange . . . . 0 3

FRENCH SOMALI COAST.
1905. N ew  colours.

4 c., crimson-lake and black . . o t
5 c., blue-greeo „  „  . . . o r

roc., red and black . . . . 0 2
t fr., scarlet and black . . . . . 1 3

GERMAN LEVANT.
1905. Stam ps 0 / German Em pire surcharged.

10 pa. on 5 pf., green . . . . . 0 1
20 pa. on 10 pf., carmine . . . . . 0 2
1 pi. on 20 pf., ultramarine . . . . 0 4
i£ pi. on 25 pf., black and orange on yellow . . 0 5
i j  pi. on 30 pf. „  „  „  „  boff . . . 0 6

PANAMA.
1893-96. Type 4. P er/. »a. Reduced prices. _

20 c., violet .  . * . . * 0 9
50 c., bistre-brown . . . . 2 0

1 p., lake . . . . . 4 0
ST. KITTS-NEVIS.

1905. Type 1. M ultiple wm k.
Id., lilac and green . * . . . 0 1

SOUTHERN NIGERIA.
1905. K in g's H ead. M ultiple wm k. 

as. 6d., brown . X w '  • . 3  3
TURKEY.

1905. Type 21. P er/. 12.
S p., mauve ; 20p., carmine; and 5 pi., rose-lilac. Set of

three 1 . 90*4- . . . . . 7 6
VICTORIA.

1905. Type 66. W mk. Crown over A .
2d., mauve . AHQu . . . . 0 3

S T A N L E Y  G IBB O N S, LT D ., 391, ST R A N D , LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N EW  Y O R K
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1905-6

R e u >  S t a m p  C a t a l o g u e .
P O C K E T  S I Z E ,  i n  T t a o  V o l u m e s ,  N e w  E d i t i o n .

VO L. I. contains all

P o stage  S ta m p s  o f G reat B rita in  and the B r it ish  Colonies.
NOW R E A D Y . P r ic e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e .  2/9.

VO L. II. contains the

P o stage  S ta m p s  o f the R est o f tbe W orld .
NOW R E A D Y . P r ic e  2/6 ; p o s t - f r e e .  2/9.

N o te.—T he collector will find in this Catalogue a mass of useful information given by no other catalogue known to us. 
We divide and price separately all minor varieties of perforation, watermark, and type, and thus enable the collector to discover 
the value of rare varieties he may possess, and which are not given in any other catalogue.

In issuing the New Edition of our Priced Catalogue, we wish to draw attention to the chief alterations made therein.
After a trial for some years of small illustrations, we have come to the conclusion that they are not suitable for the leading 

Stam p Catalogue, chiefly from the fact that when they have been used in printing two or three large editioos of this work all the 
fine lines wear out, with the result that, in many cases, the young collector has had great difficulty in identifying varieties. We 
therefore decided to go to the great expense of inserting new and exact-siied illustrations throughout our Catalogue. The cost 
has been close upon ^800, and we leave our readers to judge whether the result is not greatly superior to any that has hilherto 
been attained by similar trade lists. A  comparison of this new edition with any other catalogue will, we venture to think, coo* 
clusively prove that for general get-up and for beauty and clearness It far excels any previously published.

We are rather sorry to say that in order to place the large illustrations in double column it has been necessary to enlarge tbe 
Catalogues by about an inch, both in width and length.

In this edition also a more expensive paper is used, which bciog thinner than that in former use, is better adapted for bringing 
out the type and illustrations more clearly.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L T D .
HEAD OFFICE and Address for all Correspondence :

3 9 1 ,  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,  L O N D O N ,  W . C .

CITY BRUNCH I— 07, Craoechurch S t m t ,  London, W.C.

G r a t i s  S t a m p s ,  N o s .  1 9  6  2 0 .

R
EA D ER S in Great Britain should receive with this number the two stamps described 

below.

Subscribers residing out of Great Britain can have the gratis stamps sent to them once 
in six months on receipt of an addressed envelope and postage.

(Th is course has to be adopted in order to comply w ith the rules o f the British Post Office.)

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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S T A N D A R D  G U I D E S  f o r  

S T A M P  C O L L E C T O R S
S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS

P R IC E D  C A T A LO G U E
Postage Stamps of the World.

Vol. I. Qreat Britain and Colonies.
Price, post-free, 2/9.

Vol. II. The Rest of the World.
Price, post-free, 2/9.

S T A M P S  AN D  
S T A M P  C O L L E C T IN G .

B y  M a j o r  E .  B .  E V A N S .

The young collector is frequently perplexed by the 
meaning of the various terms used in stamp collect- 
ing, and the fullest explanations of these will be 
found in this book.

P r i c e  2 / 9  I n  P a p e r  C o v e r ,  o r  4 / 3  s t r o n g l y  b o u n d  

i n  C l o t b .

A  CO LO U R
D IC TIO N A RY. B y  B .  W .  W A R M U R S T .

Specially prepared for stamp collectors, and illus
trated in 6fty-eight colours.

P r i c e  a / 8  i n  P a p e r  C o v e r ,  o r  4 / 8  b o u n d  I n  C l o t b .

T H E  S T A M P
C O LL E C T O R . B* BAC0N hardy.

All about Collecting—its Origin and Development, 
History in Stamps, the Stamp Market, Famous Col
lections, List o f Philatelic Societies, etc. etc. etc.*

247 I llu s tr a t io n s . 294 P a g es .

P r i c e  4 / 1 0 ,  p o s t - f r e e .

R E P R IN T S . B y  B .  D .  B A C O N .

Will be found of the greatest use to collectors, and 
explains how to detect reprints and official imitations 
from genuine stamps.

P r i c e  4 / 3  I n  P a p e r  C o v e r ,  o r  5 / 9  b o u n d  I n  C lo t b .

T H E  “ I D E A L ”  
P E R FO R A T IO N  G A U G E .

Can be carried in the pocket, and stamps measured 
without removing them from the album.

P r i c e  7 d .  p o s t - f r e e .

G U M M ED  
S T A M P  M O U N TS.

The “ S.G.”  Stamp Mounts, in tin boxes, per 1000, 
7 d .  p o s t - f r e e .

Better quality, in three sizes, per 1000,
1/ - p o s t - f r e e .

T W E E Z E R S
For Handling and Sorting Stamps.

Mo. 1. Blunt ends, post-free, 3/7.
No. 3 . Round ends, post-free, a /l .
Mo. 3. Pointed ends (in use in our offices, 

and highly recommended), post-free, 3/1.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S
H A N D B O O K S .

P ap er
C over.

Bound 
in  Clotb.

i . d. s. d.
P o r t u g u e s e  I n d i a  . . . . . .  4 9 . . .  6 3
S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a  . . . . . .  7 9 . . .  9 9
S h a n g h a i  ............................ . . .  S 3 . .  7 9
S a i n t  V i n c e n t  ................ . . .  5 3 . . .  7 9
B a r b a d o s  ............................ . . .  7 9 . . .  1 0 9
R e p r i n t s  ............................ . . .  4 3 . . .  5 9
G r e n a d a  ............................ . . .  7 9 . . .  9 9
S i c i l y  ........................................ . . .  2 1 5 . . .  3 0 5

“ M Y D U P L IC A T E S .”
A small hut handy pocket-book, with slips 

to contain duplicates or new purchases.^Very 
useful.

P o st- fre e , 1/ 1.

A larger Pocket Collecting-Book,
with large pocket at hack and patent fastening 
on flap.

P o s t - f r e e ,  2/7 .

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON,-W.C.
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I s l a n d s — C e y l o n — C h i n a — M o r o c c o  A g e n c i e s  . . 389

. M I S C E L L A N E O U S  : A  G o o d  B i t  o f  B u s i n e s s —  
T h e  S t o n e  o f  N e w  C a l e d o n i a — M a j o r  E v a n s  o n  
C r e t a n  D e s i g n s — In d i a n  N a t i v e  S t a t e s — S t a m p s  
D e t a c h e d  i n  t h e  P o s t — U n u s e d  a n d  U s e d  . 390

. T H E  S T A M P  K I N G .  By 0 . de Beauregard and H. 
de-Qorsse. Translated from the French by Edith C. 
Phillips . . * • 39 *

, S P E C I A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  : O u r  V i c t o r i a n  

L e t t e r  . . . . .  393

. P H I L A T E L I C  S O C I E T I E S  : E n t e r p r i s e  -  H e r t s  
— L i v e r p o o l— V i c t o r i a  . . . . .  394

E D I T O R I A L  N O T E S  . . . . 3 9 *

O U R  P H I L A T E L I C  D I A R Y :  D e c e m b e r

I j* .

iH ead Office.

L o n d o n s  S t a n l e y  g i b b o n s ,  l i m i t e d .

H E A D  O P P I C B :  3 9 , ,  S T R A N D ,  W . C .
C I T Y  B R A N C H :  9 7 ,  d R A C B C H U R C H  S T R E E T .  B . C .

N E W  Y O R K !  S T A N L B Y  O I B B O N S .  I N C O R P O R A T E D ,  1 9 8 ,  B R O A D W A Y .

W h o l e s a l e  A g e n t s :  SIR ISAAC PITMAN B t SONS, LTD., 1, AMEN CORNBR, LONDON, B.C.



G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y , NEW  ISSUES
pREPAID subscriptions must commence with the 

current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 
at the following rates, post-free

Gt Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 „ 3s- 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 „ 6s. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

B A C K  N U M B E R S .
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. . . . price, post-free, 4d .
*1 * . . all sold out
m 3 • . . price, post-free, 9d .
h 4 • • it it l l~
M S ' • • ,1 n 6 d .

6 to current number ,, ,, 3d.each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S . W , from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

P u b lia h t d  o n  tho loo t d a y  o f  e a c h  m on th .

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 / -  per Annum .

A l l  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id ,  a n d  c o m m en ce  
w ith  th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o  s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w il l  r e c e iv e  th e  b a ck  n u m b ers  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

T H E  M o n th ly  J o u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
ist.—A  series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The N o v e m b e r  number contains amongst other 
features—

Nsw Issues an d  V a r ietie s . Six pages.
N o t e s  a n d  N e w s , by Charles J .  Phillips.
Stamps o f  th e  P hilippines, by  L. Hanciau.
My So u v e n ir s , by Pierre Mah6.
Stamps of  N epal , by  the Editor.
N ew  St o c k  Books. Etc.

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

A L L  UNUSED U N L E S S  O THERW ISE STA TED .

A U S T R I A .
2905. S i m i l a r  t o  1904 issue, but without shiny b a rs . s . d .

3 heller, browo . . . . . 0 1
6 ,, orange . . . . . o x

20 ,, brown and black . . . . 0 3
30 „  mauve and black . . . . o s

B R A Z I L .
1905. Thin paper. N o wmk. P er/, n ,  u j .  W ide setting. 

500 reis, blue and black . . . . . 2 6
1905. W ith new wm k. P er/, j i , xxj.

xo reis, rose and blue . . . . . 0 1
C A Y M A N  I S L A N D S .

1905. K in g's H ead. M ultiple wm k.
6d., brown . . . . . . 0 8
is ., orange . . . . 1 4

C O S T A  R I C A .

1905. The 20 c . 0 / 1901 surcharged UN ckn tim o  in  
a fram e.

1 c. on 30 c ., black and lake .  .  o 6

1903. O fficial Stam ps.
4 c ., black and lilac . .  .  . . 0 3
6 c. „  olive . . . . . 0 4

25 c ., brown and lilac . . . . 1 0
G E R M A N  C H I N A .

1905. Stam ps 0 / German Em pire surcharged.
1 c. on 3 pf., brown
2 c. on s  pf., green 
4 c. on 10  pf., carmine

io c . on 20 pf., ultramarine 
20 c. on 40 pf., black and carmine 
40 c. on 80 pf. „  „  o

j  dol. on 1 m., carmine .
1 dol. on 2 m., blue 

x l  dol. on 3 m., violet-black 
a j  dol. on 5 m., lake and black

G E R M A N  L E V A N T .

1905. Stam ps 0 / Germ an Em pire surcharged. 
a pi. on 40 pf., black and carmine 

a| pi. on so pf. „  lilac on buff
4 pi. on 80 pf. ,, carmine on rose
5 pi. on t m., carmine .

10 pi. on a m., blue 
15  pi. on 3 m., violet 
25 pi. on s m.» lake and black

G E R M A N  M O R O C C O .

19O5. Current stamps 0 /Germ an Em pire surcharged.
3 c. on 3 pf., brown
5 c. on s pf., green

10 c. on 10 pf., carmine . 
as c. on ao pf., ultramarine 
30 c. on as pf.,‘ black and orange on yellow 
35 c . on 30 pf. „  ,, on buff
50 c. 0040  pf. „  carmine .
t e c .  0050  pf. ,, lilac on buff

x p. on 8b pf. ,, carmine on rose
1 p. 25 c. on 1 m., carmine
2 p. c- on a m., blue .
3 p. 75 c. on 3 m., violet
6 p. 95 c. on s m., lake and black

1905. E rro r, stamp inscribed  rbich s  po st  /o r  
DBUTSCHBS KBICH.

s c. on 5 pf., green . . .
M O R O C C O  A G E N C I E S .

1905. K ing's H ead. Single wmk.
1 peseta, black and carmine . ,
9 pesetas, black and blue . • .

P A T I A L A .

7 6

a a., purple
1905. S e r v ic e  S t a m p . K in g 's  H e a d .

STANLEY GIBBONS, LTD., 391, STRAND, LONDON
S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , i<)8, B R O A D W A Y, N EW  Y O R K
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IN THE PRESS. READY IN DECEMBER.

Entirely R evised  and Greatly Enlarged.

-------------- -------------------

THE FIRST VOLUME (COUNTRIES A to L) OF THE

T h i r d  E d i t i o n

O F

A l b u m  W e e d s

B y  t h e  R e v . R .  B .  E A R E E .

V o l. I .—A fg h a n is t a n  t o  L u x e m b u r g . A b o u t  5 8 0  p a g e s , d e m y  8 v o .

T H IS Work is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist who is naturally anxious 
to ensure the absence of forgeries from his collection. As a work of reference, in 

this particular respect, it stands entirely unrivalled, being compiled by one who has ac
quired a world-wide repute, and whose speciality has for many years been the description of 
forgeries. An immense amount of labour has been bestowed on this New Edition, so as to 
still further increase its usefulness. Every endeavour has been made by the Author, in the 
description of new and dangerous forgeries, etc., to bring the work fully up to date. 
Amongst the' numerous additions may be noted an elaborate description of tech
nical terms met with in the course of collecting. This section will be found especially 
useful for the guidance of the novice or younger collector. The illustrations have been con
siderably augmented, and a large and most interesting series of postmarks, specially drawn, 
together with an index for reference, will be found included. Altogether the Publishers 
have no hesitation .in recommending this publication as a most valuable adjunct to a 
Philatelic Library, and useful alike to Collector and Dealer.

V o l. I . —P r ic e , b o u n d  in  e m b o s s e d  g i l t  c lo th , 7  0 ; p o s t- fre e , 8/-. 

V o l. I I . —I n  th e  p re s s , r e a d y  a b o u t  M id su m m e r , 1 9 0 6 , p r ic e  8 
p o s t- fr e e . (O rd ers , P R E P A I D ,  c a n  n o w  b e  b o o k e d .)

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited,
3 9 1 ,  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,

L O N D O N ,  W . C .
3



S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,

N E W  A N N O U N C E M E N T S .
A nnual S a le  over Thirty Thousand “Packets .

N O W  R E A D Y , T H E  F O L L O W IN G  P O P U L A R  S E R I E S  O F

PACKETS OF FOBM POSTAGE STAMPS.
A l l  th e  S ta m p s c o n ta in e d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  P a ck ets  a r e  w a r r a n te d  a b so lu te ly  g e n u in e , 

f r e e  fr o m  r e p r it its . T h ey  a r e  a lso  in  g o o d  c o n d itio n  a n d  p e r fe c t .

These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is ijd. for 
every 100 Stamps. The amonnt required for postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added

when remitting.

N E W  a  IM PRO VED  P A C K E T S  OF U S E D  6  U N U S E D  S T A M P S .

N o. 1.—The 8ixpenny Packet of Mixed Continental Stamps contains 100, including many obsolete 
and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7d.

N o. 2 .—The Sixpenny Packet of Used Foreign Stamps contains 60 varieties, all different, 
including Egypt, Spain, Chili, New South Wales, Transvaal, Koumania, Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden, 
Brazil, Turkey, Hoi-hao, French Congo, etc. Post-free, 7d.

N o. 3 .—The 8ixpenny Packet of Used Colonial Stamps contains 12 varieties, including Natal, 
Ceylon, India H.M.S., Cape of Good Hope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales 
Service, Victoria, Jamaica, South Australia O.S., New Zealand, etc. All different. Post-free, 7d.

No. 4 .—The Shilling Packet of Used and Unnsed Foreign Stamps contains 50 varieties, 
including French Soudan, Spain, Rulgaria, Portugal, Southern Nigeria, Italy, Turkey, Finland, 
Brazil, Roumania, Argentine Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, Philippine Isles, 
Japan, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/1.

No. 5 .—The Shilling Packet of Colonial Stamps contains 25 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jamaica, India, Victoria id. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits Settlements, India Service, Queensland, 
Hong Kong, Barbados, Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, Mauritius, 
Malta, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/1.

No. 6 .—The Zighteenpenny Packet of Used Foreign Stamps contains 100 varieties, including 
Mauritius, Hong Kong, Finland, Japan 15 and 25 sen, Barbados, Chili, Brazil, Greece, Russia, Porto 
Rico, India envelope, Jamaica, Belgium, Spain, Canada, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, 1/7.

No. 7 .—The Two Shilling Packet of Bare Used and Unused Foreign Stamps contains 100 
varieties, including Porto Rico, Colombia, New Zealand, Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon, 
Mozambique, Mauritius, Portugal, French Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costa Rica, 
Belgium, West Australia, Chili, Egypt, Bavaria, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, 2/1.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited.
HEAD OFFICE and Address for all .Correspondence:

3 9 1 ,  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,

L O N D O N ,  W . C .

C I T Y  B R A N C H : 9 7 ,  G r a c e c h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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V o l . I I
O n e
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Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly

E d i t e d  b y  E d w a r d  J . N a n k i v e l L

• Contents.
1. THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD: 

BAMRA. fey E d w a r d J .  N a n k lve ll ■ 397

2. STAMPS TO LOOK FOR. B y  Rev. T. C . W a lto n , M .A . 399

9. INGLE-NOOK YARNS : “ Jim SHngsby, Philatelist ”
B y  C . R a y m o n d  M e g so n  . . 40s

4. GOSSIP OF THE HOUR. B y  C o rn e liu s  W rin k le . 
Labuan Redivivus—North Borneo Cancelled Rub* 
bish-Stamp collecting Detectives—All Restored. 404

6. NEW ISSUES : Cuba —Denmark—Jamaica—Malay
States—Northern Nigeria—Philippines —Trinidad 405

6. MISCELLANEOUS : The Changes in Colonial
Stamps-Specimen Stamps—Interest in Philately 
—Multiples . . . . .  406
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P h illip s  . . . .  408
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11. EDITORIAL NOTES . • 4**

11 OUR PHILATELIC DIARY: December . 4™

iHead Office.
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W beltttlt A u n t , :  S I R  I S A A C  P I T M A N  «  S O N S .  L T D .,  >. A M B N  C O R N B R . L O N D O N . B . C .



G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y .

T )  R E P A I D  subscriptions m ust com m ence w ith the 
A current num ber, and can b e  for 3, 6, o r  ia  months 
at the follow in g rates, post-free

G t  Britain  
and

Colonies.

U .S .A .
and

Canada.

Fran ce, 
Italy, or 

Spain.
G erm an y.

3  months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70

6 „ 35. 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3*2 S
12 „ 6s. 6d. $ 1 .6 0 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
W e  have g o t  b ack  a few  returns from  A g en ts, and 

are now  able to quote p rices for som e o f the scarce  
e arly  num bers, but o n ly a  few  copies o f  N os. 3  and 4 
are in hand, and th ey will b e  only obtainable b y  those 
w h o  o rder prom ptly.

N o . 1 . . price, post-free, 4 d .
«i * . . all sold o u t
♦» 3 . . price, post-free, 9d .
"  4 1/-
»* 5 „  „  6d .
„  6  to cu rren t num ber ,, „  3<f.each.

In  G reat Britain  it w ill b e  cheap er for our readers 
to o rd er G . S . W . from their nearest N ew sagen t or  
Stationer, o r from  the R ailw a y  Bookstall. T h is  will 
save postage, and the paper will b e  delivered flat, in
stead o f folded as it w ould be if  posted.

THE
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

P u b U ih t d  e n  the la s t  d a y  01 a a eh  m onth.

SU B SC R IPT IO N S: 2 /- per Annum

A l l  S u b s c r ip tio n s  m u s t b e  p r e p a id , a n d  co m m en ce  
w ith  th e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o lu m e . C o lle c to r s  
w h o  s u b s c r ib e  n o w  w il l  r e c e iv e  th e  b a ck  n u m b e r s  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  v o lu m e .

T H E  M o n th ly  J o u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—
1 s t —A  series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The N o v e m b e r  number contains amongst other 
features—

Ne w  Issues a n d  V a r ie tie s . S ix  pages.
Notes a n d  Ne w s , b y  C h arles J. Phillips.
Stam ps o f  t h e  P hilippines, by  L. Hanciau.
M y  So u ve n irs , by  P ierre Mahd.
Stam ps o f  N epal, b y  th e Editor.
N e w  St o c k  Book s . Etc.

N EW  ISSU ES
AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

ALL UHVSEO U N L E S S  O TH ERW ISE STA TEO .

B R A Z I L .
1P94-1904. A s  No. 224, but muck deeper colour and stamps 

w id er a /a rt in the sheet. No wm k. s. d.
500 reis, deep blue and black . , . . 2 6

1905. Type 45. W ith wink■.
rorfeis, rose and blue , . . . . o

D E N M A R K .
1905. Type 15.

1 Ore, orange . . . . . . o
2 ,, carmine . . . . . . o

15 „  lilac . . . . . . o
G R E N A D A .

1895-99 Queen's H ead.
id ., lilac and green . . . .u sed  o
id. „  „  (King) . . . ,, o

G W A L I O R .
1895-96. S o i’ice. Queen's H eat.

2 a., blue (No. 104) . . . o
1 r., carmine and green (No. n o ) . . . . 4

1903. Service. K in g s H ead.
3 pies;, slate . . . . . o

HONDURAS.
1891. Type 14. E rro rs.

2 pesos, black and brown, im p erf .
5 „  „  „  violet, head inverted

10 „  ,, ,, green „  .
1898. Type 19. E rro r 0 / colour.

5 c., dull lilac . . .
1890. O fficial. E rro r without surcharge. 

20 c , yellow . . .
IN D IA .

190s'4. Service. K ing's H ead.
| a., green . . . . .  
t a., carmine . . .  .
2 a., purple . . . . .
4 a., olive-green . . .
8 a., magenta . . . . .
1 r., carmine and green . .

J A M A I C A .
1905. Type 14. M ultiple wink.

)d., green aod black . .
id . „  (error s e r -e t ) in block of eight .

• 4
• *5
• >5

. to

o
o
o

3

3

6
o

3

o
o
o

o

o

36
6
o
o
6

9

KIAUTCHOU.
1905. Types as before, but value in cents and dollars.

1 c., brown . . . . . . o
2 c., green . . . . . . o
4 c , carmine . . . o

10 c., ultramarine . . . . o
20 c., black and carmine .* . . . . o
40 c. ,, „  „  on rose . . . . 1

}  dollar, carmine . . . . . 1
t ,, . blue . . . • ♦  • .3
it „  violet-black . . 4
2$ ,, carmine and blue-black . . . 7

N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S .
190s. Types 51 an d  5a. W m k. Crown over A. 

id ., carmine . . . . . . o
ad., ultramarine . . . . . o

S A L V A D O R .
1894. Type 27 surcharged w ith Type y :a .

1 c. on 11 c., vermilion . . . . . t
1905. Provisionals.

6 c. on 12 c., blue and slate (No 427) . . t
5 c. on ta c ., slate, large figures in four corners * . . 4
a c., carmine, with black shield and “ 0190s”  . . 4
a c. „  „  „  „  „  “ 19 0 5 ''downward* t
2 c. „  „  „  „  „  „  horizontally 1
2 c. „  , „  „  „  „  „  upwards . t

T A S M A N I A .
1902-3. Lithographed. P er/. 11. 

id., rose-red (No. 204) . - . . . o

5 8 
3
6 
o 
6 
o

o

o
o
o
o
o
o

3
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’

L i s t s  o f  C h r i s t m a s  P r e s e n t s .

PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS AND REQUISITES.
“ ID EA L" PERFORATION GAUGE . . ' . 0 7

THE “ S.G.” STAMP HINGES, 1000 in tin box . . 0 7

THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 0 ; 1 7 6  pages . 1 3

“ MY DUPLICATES” . . 1 1

“ STAMP COLLECTING AS A  PASTIM E" . 1 3

STOCK ALBUM, No. 1 3 , pocket size . . 1 7

TWEEZERS FOR HANDLING STAMPS, No. 2 , small . 2 1

“  STAMPS AND STAMP COLLECTING," paper cover . 2 3

PHILATELIST'S COLLECTING BOOK, No. 1 7  . 2 7

TWEEZERS FOR HANDLING STAMPS, No. 1 , large . 2 7

THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 4  . 2  1 1

TUCK CASE FOR WAISTCOAT, No. 7 0 , morocco . . 2 7

“ VADE MECUM,” for mounting stamps x  . . . . 2 7

“ COLOUR DICTIONARY,” paper cover . . . . . 2 8

STAMP CATALOGUE, BRITISH EM PIRE . 2 9

„ „ FOREIGN . . 2 9

THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 2  3  1 1

LIMP MOROCCO LETTER CASE, No. 7 3  . . 3 7

IVORY POCKET RULE, inches and mm. . . . 3 7

MOROCCO LETTER CASE, with book, No. 7 4  . 4 1

GENT'S CARD CASE, No. 7 1  . 4 7

"PORTUGUESE IN D IA ” HANDBOOK, paper cover . . 4 9

“ REPRINTS OF POSTAL ADHESIVES," paper cover . 4 3 -
“ THE STAMP COLLECTOR,” in cloth . 4  1 0

THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 3  . 5 6

THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 5 , with maps . 5 5

BEST MOROCCO LETTER CASE, No. 7 5  . . 5 8

“ SHANGHAI” HANDBOOK, paper cover . . . . . 5 3

“ ST. VINCENT” „ . . . . . .  5  3

DUPLICATE ALBUM, No. 1 1 , 7 2  pockets . . . 5 4

“ M ULREADY ENVELOPES AND CARICATURES,” cloth . . 6 4

BEST MOROCCO PURSE, No. 7 6  . 6 7

THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 4  . 8 0

“ KIN G S OWN” STAMP ALBUM, K.O. I  . 8 0

BLAN K ALBUM, No. 3 1  . 8 0

“ SOUTH A U ST R A LIA ” HANDBOOK, paper cover . 7 9

SURCHARGE MEASURER . 7 7

DUPLICATE ALBUM, No. 1 2 , 1 4 4  pockets . 8 1 1

POCKET M AGNIFYING GLASS, 2 lenses . . 7 7

“ BARBADOS” HANDBOOK, paper cover . . . 7 9

“ GRENADA” „  „  7  1 1

THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 6  . 9 0

“ BRITISH A FR IC A ” STAMP ALBUM  1 0  7

“ IM PER IA L’' ALBUM, No. 5, British and Colonies . 1 0  9

„  „  No. 9 5 , Foreign (except Europe) 1 0  9

for fu ll particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application.

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’

L i s t s  o f  C h r i s t m a s  P r e s e n t s .

PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS AND REQUISITES. Price
post-freo In 
Gt. Britain.

BEST MOROCCO WALLET, No. 7 2 16
d.
2

BLAN K ALBUM, No. 3 2  . 1 1 3

“ IM PERIAL " ALBUM, No. 6 5 , Europe and Possessions 12 9

“ CENTURY” ALBUM, No. 2 1  . . 1 3 4

“  IM PERIAL ” ALBUM, No. 7 , British and Colonies . 1 5 9

„ ,, No. 9 7 , Foreign (except Europe) 1 5 9

„ „  No. 6 7 , Europe and Possessions 1 8 3

“ KING'S OWN” ALBUM, K.O. II 21 8
“ BRITISH AFRICA” ALBUM, No. 2 6 21 8
“ IM PER IA L” ALBUM, No. 9 8 , Foreign (except Europe) 2 3 3

“ CENTURY” ALBUM, No. 2 2 2 6 0
“ IM PER IA L” ALBUM, No. 8, Britain and Colonies. 2 6 0

„ „ No. 68, Europe and Possessions 2 8 6
"P H IL A T EL IC ” ALBUM, Size E 2 5 9

„ „  Size A • 3 1 0
“ O RIEL” ALBUM . . . . 3 0 7

PORTABLE CASE FOR'IM PERIAL ALBUMS 3 1 0
“ G. H.-S. ” ALBUM (lock and key 5 s. extra) . 4 1 0
“ IM PER IA L” ALBUM, No. 9 9 , Foreign (except Europe) 4 5 9

,, „ No. 9 , Britain and Colonies 5 1 0
,, ,, No. 6 9 , Europe and Possessions 5 1 0

“ PH ILATELIC" ALBUM, “ B ” size . 5 1 0
,, „ “ D ” size (sunk mount) 5 1 0
„ „  “  C ” (sunk mount) . 101 0
For full particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application.

STANLEY GIBBONS’

L I S T S  O F  C H R I S T M A S  P R E S E N T S .
P A C K E T S  O P  S T A M P S .

No. of 
Pocket. ----------- » in Great Britain.

s . d .
2 50 varieties of used Foreign . 0 7
3 12

unused
Colonial . 0 7

12 12 World . 0 7
($4 IOO used or unused

Asia
0 7

111 20 »* 0 7
121 20 ♦» »» Africa 0 7
151 25 »» Australasia 0 7
141 20 West Indies 0 10
201 5° u »» Europe . 0 10

4 5° World . 1 1
5 25 it it

unused
Colonial . 1 1 .

15 20 World . 1 1
30 20 used or unused 1 1
31 2 0 1 1
32 2 0 1 1
33 2 0 »» »» • • •

T h e  la s t f o u r  P a ck ets  a r e  a l l  d iffe r e n t fr o m  o n e  a n o th er .
1 1

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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OUR PRIZE COMPETITIONS
COMPETITION No. 5 .

B ELOW will be found a number of small pieces of stamps. We want our readers to cut these out care
fully and to try to arrange them so as to form a series of complete stamps, the small pieces being gummed 

on to a piece of paper. The completed stamps should be affixed to a sheet of paper in two rows and 
arranged in alphabetical order; the competitor’s name should also appear on the paper.

A competitor may send in as many sets of answers as he likes, but ea ch  set m u st be accompanied by a 
coupon, No. 5, as below, fastened to the replies.

The prizes will be adjudicated by Messrs. E. J. Nakkivell and C. J. Phillips, from whose decision 
there will be no appeal.

All entries from competitors must be received by 20 January, 1906.
All replies must be addressed to S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .,

and envelopes should be marked G . S . W ., N o . j ,  in left lower corner.
Prizes will be awarded in two classesC lass I. No age limit. Class II. Under 17 years.

C L A S S  I.
1 s t  Fo u r Pounds’ w orth o f Stam p s to 

be selected by the W in n er from  
our cu rren t Catalogue.

2nd A  P ack et o f 1 5 0 0  Stam p s, all 
diiferent.

3rd  B ritish  E m p ire  Postage Stam p  
Album .

C L A S S  II.
1 s t  F ift y  Shillings' worth of Stam ps to 

be selected by the W in n er from  
our curren t Catalogue.

2nd A  P ack et o f 1 0 0 0  Stam ps, all 
different.

3r d  B ritish  A fr ic a  Postage Stam p  
Album .

P R I Z E S

We would advise competitors not to give up if they are unable to complete the whole list: as '.his 
competition is by no means easy, it is quite probable that no correct list will be received. In that case prizes 
will be awarded to the nearest lists.

Again, if several competitors send in correct lists the prizes wilt be awarded to those results showing the 
greatest skill and care.

C o u p o n  No. 5. 16  D e c e m b e r , 19 0 5

Nam e and fu ll 
address}

(

J g e

(Please write distinctly, 
and say if M rs., 

M iss, or M r.)
\
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’
L I S T S  O F

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

P A C K E T S  O F  S T A M P S .

No. of 
Packet.

2 0 2 4 0  v a r ie t ie s , u sed  o r  u n used E u r o p e
G IOO it W o rld

152 3° n , ,  o r  u n u sed A u s t r a la s ia  .7 IOO »» 11  11 W o r ld
U 25 11 ♦ 1 11 F r e n c h  C o lo n ia l17 2 0 ii 11 11 R u s s ia n  L o c a ls
G5 2 5 0 11 n  11 W o rld

1 1 2 25 11 11 11 A s ia142 z o 11 11 11 W e s t  In d ie s  .203 5 0 i i 11 11 E u r o p e18 4 0 11 u n u sed W o rld
1 2 2 2 5 i i u se d  o r  u n u sed A fr ic a204 3 0 i i II II E u r o p e113 4 0 11 II II A s ia
205 5 0 »! II II E u r o p e60 5 0 0 I> II II W o r ld
117 3 0 II II II A s ia
153 3 0 II II II A u s t r a la s ia  .

8 IOO ll II II o b so le te • /
8 2 0 0 11 11 F o r e ig n

2 0 6 0 u n u sed W o rld
2 1 40 11 R u s s ia n  L o c a ls114 40 u sed  o r  u n used A s ia
70 SOO 11 11 11 E u r o p e  . ,
71 125 11 11  n A s ia
72 I 2 5 1 1 A fr ic a
73 105 II 11 11 A u s t r a la s ia  .74 125 II 11 ti W e st  In d ie s  .75 1 2 5 11 S o u th  A m e r ic a76 IOO II 11 11 N o rth  A m e r ic a77 IOO •1 II II

T h e  la s t  e ig h t  p a c k e ts  a r e

C e n tra l A m e r ic a  .  , 

a l l  d if fe r e n t ,  a n d  i f  o r d e r e d  a t  o n e  t im e  co s t  on

206 6 0  v a r ie t ie s , u se d  or u n u sed E u r o p e  .  ,
1 0 IOO 11 it  11

u n u sed
W o rld

78 IOO 11 w ith  th e  la te  Q u e en ’s  p o rtra it  on  each116 45 11 u se d  o r  u n u sed A s ia80 TOO 11 u n u sed p ictu re sq u e67 IOOO 11 u sed  o r  u n u sed W o rld  . , .115 50 11 11 11 A s ia
1 1 2 0 0 11 11 11 W o r ld118 40 11 11 ' ii A s ia79 IOO 11 u n u sed w ith  tile  la te  Q u een ’ s  p o rtra it on each08 1 5 0 0 1* u sed  o r  u n u sed W o rld  . .69 20C0 11 1 1  11 II « •69a 3 0 0 0 11 11 11 H a  .69r 4 0 0 0 it i i  11 i>

F u r  f u r t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s  s e t  P ro s p e c tu s , p o s t - f r e e  o n 7p p lic a t io n .

< Price post-free 
in Great Britain.

s . rf.
1 1
1 7
1 7
2 1
2 1
2 1
2 1
2 1
2 1
2 1
2 7
2 7
2
O

7
♦ J3 r74 1
4 14 75 15 15 15 1
(( 77 77 77 77 77 77 77 77 7

55 0
7 7

1 0 1
1 0 1
1 2 1
1 2 715 016 7
2 1 0
2 1 1
30 0
35 0
60 0

170 0280 0

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.

I



NOW READY.

E n t i r e l y  R e v i s e d  a n d  G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d .

-------------- -------------------

THE FIRST VOLUME (COUNTRIES A to L) OF THE

T h i r d  E d i t i o n

O F

A l b u m  W e e d s

B y  t h e  R e v . R .  B .  E A R E E .

Vol. I .—A fghanistan  to Luxem burg. A bout 5 8 0  pages, dem y 8vo.

T HIS Work is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist, who is naturally anxious 
to ensure the absence of forgeries from his collection. As a work of reference, in 

this particular respect, it stands entirely unrivalled, being compiled by one who has ac
quired a world-wide repute, and whose speciality has for many years been the description of 
forgeries. An immense amount of labour has been bestowed on this New Edition, so as to 
still further increase its usefulness. Every endeavour has been made by the Author, in the 
description of new and dangerous forgeries; etc., to bring the work fully up to date. 
Amongst the numerous additions may be noted an elaborate description of tech
nical terms met with in the course of collecting. This section will be found especially 
useful for the guidance of the novice or younger collector. The illustrations have been con
siderably augmented, and a large and most interesting series of postmarks, specially drawn, 
together with an index for reference, will be found included. Altogether the Publishers 
have no hesitation in recommending this publication as a most valuable adjunct to a 
Philatelic Library, and useful alike to Collector and Dealer.

V o l.  I . —P ric e , b o u n d  in  e m b o sse d  g i l t  c lo th , 7 ,6 ; p o st-fre e , S '- . 

V o l. I I .—In  th e  p re ss , r e a d y  a b o u t  M id su m m e r , 1 9 06 , p r ic e  8/-, 
p o s t - fre e . (O rd ers , P R E P A I D ,  c a n  n o w  b e  b o o k e d .)

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited,
3 9 1 (  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,

L O N D O N ,  W . C .
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S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,

N E W  A N N O U N C E M E N T S .
A nnual S a le  over Thirty Thousand Packets.

N O W  R E A D Y , T H E  F O L L O W IN O  P O P U L A R  S E R I E S  O F

PACKETS OF FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS.
A l l  th e  S ta m p s c o n ta in e d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  P a ck ets  a r e  w a r r a n te d  a b s o lu te ly  g e n u in e , 

f r e e  f r o m  r e p r in ts . T h ey  a r e  a lso  in  g o o d  c o n d itio n  a n d  p e r fe c t .

These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is a)d. for 
every ioa Stamps. The amount required for postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added

when remitting.

N E W  &  IM PR O VED  P A C K E T S  OF U S E D  6  U N U S E D  S T A M P S .

No. 1.—The Sixpenny Packet of Mixed Continental Stamps contains 100, including many obsolete 
and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7d.

No. 2 —The Sixpenny Packet of Used Foreign Stamps contains 50 varieties, all different, 
including Egypt, Spain, Chili, New South Wales, Transvaal, Roumania, Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden,
Brazil, Turkey, Hoi-hao, French Congo, etc. Post-free, 7d. ^

No. 3 .—The Sixpenny Packet of Used Colonial Stamps contains 12 varieties, including Natal, 
Ceylon, India H.M.S., Cape of Good Hope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales 
Service, Victoria, Jamaica, South Australia O.S., New Zealand, etc. All different. Post-free, 7d.

No. 4 .—The Shilling Packet of Used and Unused Foreign Stamps contains 50 varieties, 
including French Soudan, Spain, Bulgaria, Portugal, Southern Nigeria, Italy, Turkey, Finland, 
Brazil, Roumania, Argentine Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, Philippine Isles, 
Japan, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1 1 .

No. 5 .—The Shilling Packet of Colonial Stamps contains 25 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jamaica, India, Victoria id. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits'Settlements, India Service, Queensland, 
Hong Kong, Barbados, Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, Mauritius, 
Malta, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/1.

No. 6 .—Tbe Eighteenpenny Packet of Used Foreign Stamps contains 100 varieties, including 
Mauritius,* Hong Kong, Finland, Japan 15 and 25 sen, Barbados, Chili, Brazil, Greece, Russia, Porto 
Rico, India envelope, Jamaica, Belgium, Spain, Canada, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, 1 7 .

No. 7 .—The Two Shilling Packet of Bare Used and Unused Foreign 8tamps contains 100 
varieties, including Porto Rico, Colombia, New Zealand, Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon, 
Mozambique, Mauritius, Portugal, French Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costa Rica, 
Belgium, West Australia, Chili, Egypt, Bavaria, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, 2/1.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited.
HEAD O FFICE and Address for all Correspondence:

3 9 1 ,  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,

L O N D O N ,  W . C .

C I T Y  "B R A N C H  s 9 7 ,  G r a c e c h u r o h  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n , W .C .
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Gibbons 
Stamp Weekly*

E d i t e d  b y  E d w a r d  J . N a n k i v e l L

• Contents®
1. T H E  C O U N T R I E S  O F  T H E  W O R L D :

B E L G I U M .  B y  E d w a rd  J .  N a n k ive ll - 4 J3

2 S T A M P S  T O  L O O K  F O R .  B y  Rev. T. C . W a lto n . M .A 4x7

3. A U S T R A L I A N  C O M M  M O N  W E A L T H  S T A M P S :
T h e  L a t e s t  N e w s  . . 4 :8
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6  N E W  I S S U E S : D e n m a r k - N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s -
V i c t o r i a — W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  . . . . 411

6. M I S C E L L A N E O U S :  P o s t a l  R a t e s  b e t w e e n  G r e a t
B r i t a i n  a n d  C a n a d a — P ic t u r e  P o s t  C a r d s  f o r  P l a c e s  

A b r o a d  . • 4* »

7. S P E C I A L  C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  : O u r  S c a n 

d in a v ia n  L e t t e r  . . .  4 .3

8. P H I L A T E L I C  S O C I E T I E S :  J u n i o r - B r i s t o l  a n d

C l i f t o n  . . • • • 4»3

9. T H E  S T A M P  M A R K E T .  B y  A n  O d d  L o t . . 4 * 4
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y .

P R E P A ID  subscriptions must commence with the 
* current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 12 months 
at the following rates, post-free :—

Gt. Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spain.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 3s* 3d- 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.25

12 „ 65. 6d. $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6.50

BACK NUMBERS.
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 
„  a 
»» 3 
.» 4 
1* 5

price, post-free, 4d .  
all sold out 
price, post-free, 9d .

.. » 1/-
„  .. 6d .

6 to current number y i .  each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G .  S .  W .  from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

T H E
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l .

Edited by M ajor E . B . E V A N S .

P u b lis h e d  o n  tha la a l d a y  a t aaeb m a n ia  

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /- per Annum

A l l  S u b s c r i p t i o n s  m u s t  b e  p r e p a i d ,  a n d  c o m m e n c e  

w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  n u m b e r  o f  a  v o l u m e .  C o l le c t o r s  
w h o  s u b s c r i b e  n o w  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  b a c k  n u m b e r s  

o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  v o l u m e .

'T 'H E  M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l  is chiefly intended for 
X  Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced.

The chief features are—
ist.—A series of entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic Writers o f the day on 
all subjects of interest to Stamp Collectors.

snd.—A special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issnes, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The November number contains amongst other 
features—

New Issues and Varieties. Six pages.
Notes an d  Ne w s , by Charles J. Phillips.
Stamps o f  t b s  P hilippines, b y  L. Hanciau.
My  So u ve n irs , by Pierre Mahi.
Stam ps o f  N epal, by the Editor.
Ne w  Sto ck  Books. Etc.

N EW  ISSU ES
AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.

A L L  U N U S E D  U N L E S S  O T H E R W IS E  S T A T E D .

CRETE.
1905. R e v o l u t i o n a r y  G o v e r n m e n t  is s u e ,  w i t h  

M a p  o f  C r e t e .
5 1., green 1 s. d.

101., red j set of three . . . 6 0
20 1., blue )
1905. R e v o l u t i o n a r y  G o v e r n m e n t .  I ' i c t o r i a l  t y p e 

5 1 , orange . . o 2
101., grey . . . o
201., lilac . . . o
50 1., blue . . . . o

1 dr., red and lilac . 1
2 dr., green and brown 3

Complete set of six values . . 5
MOROCCO AGENCIES.

1505. K i n g s  H e a d .  M u l t i p l e  w m k .

1 peseta, black and carmine . . . t o
2 „ „ ultramarine. . . 2 0

MOZAMBIQUE COMPANY.
1894-1905. T y p e  2 . P e r f w \ .

2.J r., olive-yellow and black . . . 0 5
10 r., mauve and black . . o 9

PARAGUAY.
1903-5- Type 36- r ‘ rf  " i -

I c., apple-green . . . u s e d  o 1
5 c., blue . . - - „  o 1

RUSSIA.
1905. Type II. P erf. 10$.

1 rouble, orange and brown . . used o q

SALVAD O R.
C a i .  Various issues. New or revised prices.
No.
40. ioc., yellow . . 2 0
50. 5 c., blue . . 1 ,
51. 10 c., orange . . . 2 ,,
52. 1 c., green, inverted surcharge . 2
54. 1 c., green . . I o
55. 3 c., brown . . • 2 o
56. 5 c., blue . . . . 1 5
91. 1 c. on 5 c., grey • - O f ,

1905. Provisionals.
5 c., blue (of 1900), surcharged Arms and

“ 1 9 0 5 ”  • • • u s e i  3 6
6 c., in blue, on 12 c. (of 1903), No. 427 . i 0
6 c. ,, ,, „  ,, used o 5
2 c., carmine (of 1900), surcharged Arms and

“ 1905 *’ in tall figures, horizbntally . 4 0
3 c. on 13 c. 1 brown (of 1903) . . - t o
I c. on ioc., violet ( „  ) . . . 0 5

SP A IN .
1898. War Tax. type 91.

5 c., black (figure in centre) . . . o 2
TRANSVAAL.

1905. K i n g s  H e a d .  M u l t i p l e  w m k .  

id., carmine and carmine . . u s e d  o  t

S T A N L E Y  G IBB O N S, LT D ., 391, STR A N D , LONDON
STANLEY GIBBONS, INCORPORATED, t98, BROADW AY, NEW YORK
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’

L i s t s  o f  C h r i s t m a s  P r e s e n t s .

PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS AND REQUISITES.
“ ID E A L” PERFORATION GAUGE . . . . .
THE “ S.G.” STAMP HINGES, 1000 in tin box
THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 0 ; 1 7 6  pages
“ M Y DUPLICATES” . . . . . . .
"STA M P COLLECTING A S A  PASTIM E”
STOCK ALBUM, No. 1 3 , pocket size . . . . .
TW EEZERS FOR HANDLING STAMPS, No. 2 , small 
"  STAMPS AND STAMP COLLECTING,” paper cover 
PH ILATELIST’S COLLECTING BOOK, No. 1 7  

TW EEZERS FOR HANDLING STAMPS, No. 1 , large 
THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 4

TUCK CASE FOR WAISTCOAT, No. 7 0 , morocco . . .  
“ VADE MECUM,” for mounting stamps . . . . .  
“ COLOUR DICTIONARY,” pa^r cover
STAMP CATALOGUE, BRITISH EM PIRE . . .

„ „ FOREIGN . . .
THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 2  

LIM P MOROCCO LETTER CASE, No. 7 3  .
IVORY POCKET RULE, inches and mm. . . . .
MOROCCO LETTER CASE, with book, No. 7 4

GENT’S CARD CASE, No. 7 1

“ PORTUGUESE IN D IA ” HANDBOOK, paper cover
“ REPRINTS OF POSTAL ADHESIVES,” paper cover
“ THE STAMP COLLECTOR,” in cloth
THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 3

THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 5 , with maps
BEST MOROCCO LETTER CASE, No. 7 5  .
“ SHANGHAI” HANDBOOK, paper cover . . . .
“ ST. VINCENT” „ . . . . . .
DUPLICATE ALBUM, No. 1 1 , 72 pockets . . . . .
“  MULREADY ENVELOPES AND CARICATURES,” cloth .
BEST MOROCCO PURSE, No. 7 6  .
THE “ IMPROVED" STAMP ALBUM, No. 4  

“ K IN G S OWN” STAMP ALBUM, K.O. I
BLAN K ALBUM, No. 3 1  . . . . .
“ SOUTH A U STRA LIA ” HANDBOOK, paper cover 
SURCHARGE MEASURER
DUPLICATE ALBUM, No. 1 2 , 1 4 4  pockets . . . . .  
POCKET MAGNIFYING GLASS, 2 lenses . . . . .  
“ BARBADOS" HANDBOOK, paper cover . . . . .  
“ GRENADA" „  „
THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 6

“  BRITISH  A FRICA ” STAMP ALBUM . . . . .  
“ IM P ER IA L” ALBUM, No. 5 , British and Colonies .

„  „  Nd. 9 5 , Foreign (except Europe)
For full particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application.

Price
post-free in 
Gt. Britain.

s. d.
0 7

0 7

1 3

1 1
1 3

1 7

2 1
2 3

2 7

2 7

2 1 1
2 7

2 7

2 8
2 9

2 9

3 1 1
3 7

3 7

4 1
4 7

4 9

4 3

4 10
5 6
5 5

5 8
5 3

5 3

5 4

6 4

6 7

8 0
8 0
8 0
7 9

7 7

8 1 1
7 7

7 9

7 1 1
9 0

10 7

10 9

10 9

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’

L i s t s  o f  C h r i s t m a s  P r e s e n t s .

PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS AND REQUISITES.
Price

post-free In 
Gt. Britain.

BEST MOROCCO W ALLET, No. 7 2
s.
10

rf.
2

BLANK ALBUM, No. 3 2  . 1 1 3

“ IM PER IA L" ALBUM, No. 6 5 , Europe and Possessions 12 9

“ CENTURY" ALBUM, No. 2 1 . 1 3 4

“ IM P ER IA L” ALBUM, No. 7 , British and Colonies . 1 5 9

,, ,, No. 9 7 , Foreign (except Europe) 1 5 9

„  ,, No. 6 7 , Europe and Possessions 1 8 3

“  KINO'S OWN " ALBUM, K. 0 . II 2 1 8
“ BRITISH AFRICA” ALBUM, No. 2 6 2 1 8
"IM P E R IA L ” ALBUM, No. 9 8 , Foreign (except Europe) 2 3 3

“ CEN TURY” ALBUM, No. 2 2 2 6 0
“ IM P ER IA L” ALBUM, No. 8, Britain and Colonies. 2 6 0

,, ,, No. 68, Europe and Possessions 2 8 6
“ PH ILATELIC” ALBUM, Size E 2 5 9

„ „  Size A 3 1 0
“ O RIEL" ALBUM . . . . 3 0 7

PORTABLE CASE FOR IM PERIAL ALBUMS 3 1 0
“ 0 . H.-S. ” ALBUM (lock and key 5 s. extra) . 4 1 0
“ IM PER IA L" ALBUM, No. 9 9 , Foreign (except Europe) . 4 5 9

,, ,, No. 9 , Britain and Colonies • 5 1 0
,, ,, No. 6 9 , Europe and Possessions 5 1 0

“ PH ILATELIC” ALBUM, “ B ” size . 5 1 0
,, „ “  D ” size (sunk mount) 5 1 0
,, „  “  C ” (sunk mount) . 101 0

For full particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application.

STANLEY GIBBONS’

L I S T S  O F  C H R I S T M A S  P R E S E N T S .
R A C K E T S  O F  S T A M P S .

No. of 
Packet. - 4 in Great Britain, 

x. H .
2 50 varieties of used Foreign . 0 7
3 12 Colonial . 0 7

12 12 unused World 0 7
64 100 used or unused «» 0 7

1 1 1 20 Asia 0 7
12 1 20 Africa 0 7
151 25 Australasia 0 7
141 20 West Indies 0 10
201 5° »> ti Europe . 0 10

4 5° World 1  1
5 25 Colonial . 1  1

15 20 unused World . 1  1
30 20 used or unused 1 1
31 20 ♦ 1 »» 1  1
32 20 »♦ 1  1
33 20 » » > *  » » ♦  •

T h e  la s t  f o u r  P a c k e t s  a r e  a l t  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r .
1  1

4
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OUR PRIZE COMPETITIONS
COMPETITION No. 5 .

B ELOW will be found a number of small pieces of stamps. We want our readers to cut these out care
fully and to try to arrange them so as to forma series of complete stamps, the small pieces being gummed 

on to a piece of paper. The completed stamps should be affixed to a sheet of paper in two rows and 
arranged in alphabetical order; the competitor’s name should also appear on the paper.

A competitor may send in as many sets of answers as he likes, but ea ch  set m u st be accompanied by a 
coupon, No. 5, as below, fastened to the replies.

The prizes will be adjudicated by Messrs. E. J. N a n k i v e l l  and C. J. P h i l u p s , from whose decision 
there will be no appeal.

All entries from competitors must be received by 20 January, 1906.
All replies must be addressed to S T A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .,

and envelopes should be marked G . S . I V ., N o . 5 , in left lower corner.
Prizes will be awarded in two classesC lass I. No age limit. Class II. Under 17 years.

C L A S S  I. P R I Z E S C L A S S  II.
1 s t  Fo u r Pounds’ w orth of Stam p s to 

be selected by the W in n er from  
our current Catalogue.

2nd A  Pack et of 1 5 0 0  Stam ps, all 
different.

3rd  B ritish  Em p ire  Postage Stam p  
Album .

1 s t  F ift y  Sh illin gs’ w orth  o f S tam p s to 
be selected by the W in n e r from  
our current Catalogue.

2nd A  P ack et o f 1 0 0 0  Stam p s, all 
different.

3rd  B ritish  A fr ic a  Postage Stam p  
Album .

We would advise competitors not to give up if they are unable to complete the whole list: as this 
competition is by no means easy, it is quite probable that no correct list will be received. In that case prizes 
will be awarded to the nearest lists.

Again, if several competitors send in correct lists the prizes will be awarded to those results showing the 
greatest skill and care.

C o u p o n  N o . 5 . 16 D e c e m b e r , 1905

N a m e  a m i  J  t l i  
a d d re ss.

(Please write distinctly, 
and say if M r ? . ,

M is s , or M r . )
\ A g e

5



S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’
L I S T S  O F

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

P A C K E T S  O F  S T A M P S .

No. of
Price post* 

in Great Hr
Packet. s. d.
202 40 varieties, used or unused Europe 1 1

0 100 World 1 7
152 3° >> ,, or unused Australasia . 1 7

7 100 World 2 1
14 25 1 > French Colonial 2 1
17 20 >> Russian Locals 2 1
65 250 »» 11 ii World 2 1

1 1 2 25 11 11 n Asia 2 1
142 20 1» 11 11 West Indies . 2 1
203 SO 11 11 n Europe 2 1
18 40 11 unused World 2 7

122 25 used or unused Africa 2 7
204 3° ♦» II II Europe 2 7
113 40 11 II II Asia 3 7
205 5° • t Europe 3 7
06 500 it II II World 4 1

117 3° 11 II II Asia 4 1
153 30 i* II II Australasia . . 4 7

8 100 »» II II obsolete 5 1
0 200 ti II II Foreign 5 1

20 60 11 unused World 5 1
2 1 40 11 11 Russian Locals 5 1

114 40 11 used or unused Asia 6 7
70 500 11 ii 11 Europe 7 7
71 125 11 •1 11 Asia 7 7
72 125 11 11 11 Africa 7 7
73 105 ii 11 11 Australasia . 7 7
74 125 11 11 11 West Indies . 7 7
75 125 11 11 11 South America 7 7
76 100 11 11 it North America 7 7
77 100 11 11 ii Central America 7 7

T h e  la s t  e ig h t p a ck e ts  a r e a l l  d iffe r e n t, a n d  i f  o r d e r ed  a t  o n e  tim e  co s t o n ly 55 0
200 60 varieties, used or unused Europe 7 7

10 100 11 11 11 World 10 1
78 100 11 unused with the late Queen's portrait on each 10 1

1 10 45 11 used or unused Asia 12 1
80 100 11 unused picturesque 12 7
07 1000 it used or unused World ,  , 15 0

115 SO ii 11 ii Asia 10 7
1 1 200 11 11 World 2 1 0

118 40 »t it n Asia 2 1 1
79 100 ti unused with the late Queen’s portrait on each 30 0
08 1500 ii used or unused World 35 0
09 2000 11 11 11 II • • , 00 0
09a 3000 11 it ;» II • • , 170 0
09s 4000 11 ii 11 II • • 280 0

F o r fu r th e r  p a r tic u la r s  sex  P ro sp ec tu s , p o s t-fr e e  o n a p p lica tio n .

6
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NOW READY

E n t i r e l y  R e v i s e d  a n d  G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d .

---------------------------------

THE FIRST VOLUME (COUNTRIES A ta L) OF THE

T h i r d  E d i t i o n

O F

A l b u m  W e e d s

B y  t h e  R e v . R .  B .  E A R E E .

V o l. I .—A fg h a n is t a n  t o  L u x e m b u r g . A b o u t  5 8 0  p a g e s , d e m y  8 v o .

T H IS Work is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist, who is naturally anxious 
to ensure the absence of forgeries from his collection. As a work of reference, in 

this particular respect, it stands entirely unrivalled, being compiled by one who has ac
quired a world-wide repute, and whose speciality has for many years been the description of 
forgeries. An immense amount of labour has been bestowed on this New Edition, so as to 
still further increase its usefulness. Every endeavour has been made by the Author, in the 
description of new and dangerous forgeries, etc., to bring the work fully up to date. 
Amongst the numerous additions may be noted an elaborate description of tech
nical terms met with in the course of collecting. This section will be found especially 
useful for the guidance of the novice or younger collector. The illustrations have been con
siderably augmented, and a large and most interesting series of postmarks, specially drawn, 
together with an index for reference, will be found included. Altogether the Publishers 
have no hesitation in recommending this publication as a most valuable adjunct to a 
Philatelic Library, and useful alike to Collector and Dealer.

V o l. I . —P r ic e , b o u n d  in  e m b o s s e d  g i l t  c lo th , 7 /6 ; p o s t- fre e , 8/-. 

V o l . I I . —I n  th e  p re ss , r e a d y  a b o u t  M id su m m e r , 1 9 0 6 , p r ic e  8/-, 
.p o s t- fre e . (O rd ers , P R E P A I D ,  c a n  n o w  b e  b o o k e d .)

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited,
3 9 1  > S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,

L O N D O N ,  W . C .
7



S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,

N E W  A N N O U N C E M E N T S .
Annual S ate oVer Thirty Thousand P ackets.

N O W  R E A D Y , T H E  F O L L O W IN G  P O P U L A R  S E R I E S  O F

PACKETS OF FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS.
A ll the Stamps contained in  the follow ing Packets are warranted absolutely genuine, 

free from  reprints. They are also in  good condition and perfect.

These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is »$d. for 
every xoa Stamps. The amount required for postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added

when remitting. •

N EW  &  IM PRO VED P A C K E T S  OF U SE D  &  U N U SE D  ST A M P S*

No. 1.—The Sixpenny Packet of Mixed Continental Stamps contains 100, including many obsolete 
and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7d.

No. 2 —The Sixpenny Packet of Used Foreign Stamps contains 50 varieties, all different, 
including Egypt, Spain, Chili, New South Wales, Transvaal, Roumania, Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden, 
Brazil, Turkey, Hoi-hao, French Congo, etc. Post-free, 7d.

No. 3 .—The Sixpenny Packet of Used Colonial Stamps contains 12 varieties, including Natal, 
Ceylon, India H.M.S., Cape of Good Mope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales 
Service, Victoria, Jamaica, South Australia O.S., New Zealand, etc. All different. Post-free, 7d.

No. 4 .—The Shilling Packet of Used and Unused Foreign Stamps contains 50 varieties, 
including French Soudan, Spain, Bulgaria, Portugal, Southern Nigeria, Italy, Turkey, Finland, 
Brazil, Roumania, Argentine Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, Philippine Isles, 
Japan, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1 1 .

No. 5 .—The Shilling Packet of Colonial Stamps contains 25 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jamaica, India, Victoria £d. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits Settlements, India Service, Queensland, 
Hong Kong, Barbados, Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, Mauritius, 
Malta, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/1.

No. 6 .—The Eighteenpenny Packet of Used Foreign Stamps contains 100 varieties, including 
Mauritius, Hong Kong, Finland, Japan 15 and 25 sen, Barbados, Chili, Brazil, Greece, Russia, Porto 
Rico, India envelope, Jamaica, Belgium, Spain, Canada, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, 1/7.

No. 7 .—The Two Shilling Packet of Bare Used and Unused Foreign Stamps contains 100 
varieties, including Porto Rico, Colombia, New Zealand, Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon, 
Mozambique, Mauritius, Portugal, French Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costq. Rica, 
Belgium,* West Australia, Chili, Egypt, Bavaria, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine.. 
Post-free, 2/1.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited.
H EA D  O F F IC E  and A d d re s s  fo r  all C o rre sp o n d e n ce :

3 9 1 ,  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,

L O N D O N ,  W . C .

C I T Y  "B R A N C H ; 9 7 ,  C r a c e c h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n  W  C .
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G i b b o n s  S t a m p  W e e k l y N EW  ISSUES
OREPAID subscriptions must commence with the 
A current number, and can be for 3, 6, or 1a months 
at the following rates, post-free

Gl Britain 
and

Colonies.

U.S.A.
and

Canada.

France, 
Italy, or 
Spaio.

Germany.

3 months is. 8d. 40 c. fc. 2.00 m. 1.70
6 .. 3s* 3d. 80 c. fc. 4.00 m. 3.2s

12 „ 6s. 6cL $1.60 fc. 8.00 m. 6. jo

B A C K  N U M B E R S .
We have got back a few returns from Agents, and 

are now able to quote prices for some of the scarce 
early numbers, but only a few copies of Nos. 3 and 4 
are in hand, and they will be only obtainable by those 
who order promptly.

No. 1 . . price, post-free, 4d.
„ a . . a l l  sold out
„  3 . . . price, post-free, 9d.
»i 4 • • • n 11 */“
it 5 • 11 11
,, 6 to current number ,, „  3d. each.

In Great Britain it will be cheaper for our readers 
to order G . S . W . from their nearest Newsagent or 
Stationer, or from the Railway Bookstall. This will 
save postage, and the paper will be delivered flat, in
stead of folded as it would be if posted.

THE
M o n t h l y  J o u r n a l ,

Edited by Major E. B. E V A N S .

AND SPECIAL BARGAINS.
A L L  U H U S E O  U N L E S S  O T H E R W IS E  S T A T E D .

C H A M  B A .

*902-S Service. K ing’ s Head. s. d.
3 pies, slate , , O 2
£ a., green . . O 1
1 a , carmine O 2
2 a., purple . 0 4
4 a., sage-green I 0
8 a., mauve 2 0
1 r., carmine and green 4 0

C O L O M B IA .
1904 5. Type 79, P e r f.11 .

ioc., mauve . . . . i o
10 c. ,, p a ir, im perf. vertically . . 4 0

H O R T A .
1905. Type 2. N ew  colours.

50 r., black and ultramarine . . . 0 5
75 r., carmine and brown on straw , . 0 8

IC E L A N D .
1902-4. Type 11. P erf. 124, 13.

25 aur, green and brown . . used
40 ,, nrauve . . . ,,
50 ,, slate and grey . . . ,,
1 krona, brow n and blue , . ,,
2 ,, blue and olive-brown . . ,,

K IS H E N G A R H .

0 5
o 4 
o 9 
> 3 
3 °

P u b lis h e d  a n  lh a  la s t  d a y  • ! M>/> m o n th . 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 2 /- per Annum
1899. Type 1. Im perf.

1 anna, green o
A ll  S u b sc rip tio n s  m u st be p r e p a id , a n d  com m ence 

w ith  th e f i r s t  n u m b er o f  a  vo lu m e. C o llecto rs  
w h o su b scrib e  n o w  w i l l  re c e iv e  th e  back  n u m b ers  
o f  th e  c u rre n t vo lu m e .

M A U R IT I U S .
1905. Type 36. Single w m l.

15 c., purple and ultramarine on bluish . . jo 4

T H E  M o n th ly  Jo u r n a l is chiefly intended for 
Stamp Collectors who are rather advanced. 

The chief features are—
1st.—A series o f entirely Original Articles by 

the leading Philatelic W riters o f the day on 
all subjects o f interest to Stamp Collectors, 

and.—A  special and most carefully compiled 
list of all New Issues, Discoveries, Minor 
Varieties, etc. etc.

The D e c em b er  number contains amongst other 
features—

New Issues and Varieties. Five pages.
Stamps of the Philippines, by L. Hanciau. 
Notes and News, by Charles J . Phillips.
An Unrecognized Rarity of the United 

States, by A. Reinheimer.
Abyssinia and its Postage Stamps, by L. G. 

Dorpat.
Mr Souvenirs, by Pierre Mah4.
New Stock Books. Etc.

N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S .
1905. Types 40 and 42. IT m i. Crown and A .

6 d ., orange . . . . . 0 8
is ., purple-brown . . . . 1 4

S A L V A D O R .
1903. Type 82.

12 c., slate . . . . used o  8
13 c., red-brown . . . , , 0 8

V IC T O R IA .

1905. TV m i. Crown over A . P erf. 12, 12J.
4d., green . 
id., rose-red 
2d., mauve . 
6d., green .

o
o
o
o

1
2

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S , L T D .,  3 9 1, S T R A N D , L O N D O N

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , IN C O R P O R A T E D , 198, B R O A D W A Y , N EW  Y O R K
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’

L i s t s  o f  C h r i s t m a s  P r e s e n t s .

PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS AND REQUISITES.
“ ID E A L” PERFORATION GAUGE . . . . .
THE “ S.G.” STAMP HINGES, 1000 in tin box .
THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 0 ; 1 7 6  pages
“ MY DUPLICATES” . . . . . . .
“ STAMP COLLECTING A S A  PA STIM E” . . . .
STOCK ALBUM, No. 1 3 , pocket size . . . . .
TW EEZERS FOR HANDLING STAMPS, No. 2 , small 
“  STAMPS AND STAMP COLLECTING," paper cover 
PH ILA TELISTS COLLECTING BOOK, No. 1 7  

TW EEZERS FOR HANDLING STAMPS, No. 1 , large 
THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 4

TUCK CASE FOR WAISTCOAT, No. 7 0 , morocco . . .
“ VADE MECUM,” for mounting stamps . . . . .  
"COLOUR DICTIONARY,” paper cover . . .
STAMP CATALOGUE, BRITISH EM PIRE . . . .

„  „  FOREIGN . . . . .
THE "IM PRO VED ” STAMP ALBUM, No. 2  

LIM P MOROCCO LETTER CASE, No. 7 3  .
IVORY POCKET RULE, inches and mm. . . . . .
MOROCCO LETTER CASE, with book, No. 7 4

GENT'S CARD CASE, No. 7 1

“ PORTUGUESE IN D IA ” HANDBOOK, paper cover
“ REPRINTS OF POSTAL ADHESIVES,” paper cover
“ THE STAMP COLLECTOR,” in cloth . . . . .
THE “ IMPROVED” STAMP ALBUM, No. 3

THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 5 , with maps
BEST MOROCCO LETTER CASE, No. 7 5  .
“ SHANGHAI” HANDBOOK, paper cover . . . . .  
“  ST VINCENT ”
DUPLICATE ALBUM, No. 1 1 , 7 2  ’pockets . . . . .
“ M ULREADY ENVELOPES AND CARICATURES,” cloth . . .
BEST MOROCCO PURSE, No. 7 6  . ' • S  •
THE “ IMPROVED" STAMP ALBUM, No. 4

"K IN G ’S OWN” STAMP ALBUM, K.O. I  . . . .
BLANK ALBUM, No. 3 1  . . . . .
“ SOUTH A U ST R A LIA ” HANDBOOK, paper cover 
SURCHARGE MEASURER
DUPLICATE ALBUM, No. 1 2 , 1 4 4  pockets . . . . .  
POCKET MAGNIFYING GLASS, 2  lenses . . . . .  
“ BARBADOS” HANDBOOK, paper cover . . . . .  
“ GRENADA” „  „ • • •
THE “ STRAND” STAMP ALBUM, No. 1 6  . .
“ BRITISH A FR IC A ” STAMP ALBUM . . . . .  
“ IM P ER IA L” ALBUM, No. 5, British and Colonies . . . .

„  „  No. 9 5 , Foreign (except Europe)
For full particulars sea Prospectus, post-free on application.

Price
post-free hi 
Gt Britain. 

s . d .

0 7
0 7
1 3 
1  1  
1 3
1 7
2 1  
2 3 
2 7 
2 7 
2 1 1  
2 7 
2 7 
2 8 
2 9
2 9
3 11 
3 7
3 7
4 1
4 7 ‘ 
4 9 
4 3
4 10
5 6 
5 5 
5 8 
5 3 
5 3
5 4
6 4
6 7 
8 0 
8 0 
8 0
7 9
7 7
8 1 1  
7 7 
7 9 
7 11 
9 0

10 7 
10 9 
10 9

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’

L i s t s  o f  C h r i s t m a s  P r e s e n t s .

PHILATELIC PUBLICATIONS AND REQUISITES.
BEST MOROCCO W ALLET, No. 7 2  

BLAN K ALBUM, No. 3 2  .
“  IM PERIAL ” ALBUM, No. 6 5 , Europe and Possessions 
“ CENTURY" ALBUM, No. 2 1  . . . . .
“ IM PER IA L" ALBUM, No. 7 , British and Colonies .

„  „  No. 9 7 , Foreign (except Europe)
,, „  No. 6 7 , Europe and Possessions

“ KINO’S OWN” ALBUM, K.O. I I  . . . .
“ BRITISH AFRICA” ALBUM, No. 2 6  . . . .
“ IM PER IA L” ALBUM, No. 9 8 , Foreign (except Europe)
“ CENTURY” ALBUM, No. 2 2  . . . . .
“ IM PER IA L” ALBUM, No. 8, Britain and Colonies.

,, „ No. 68, Europe and Possessions
“ PH ILATELIC” ALBUM, Size E

,, ,, Size A . . . .
“ ORIEL" ALBUM . . . . . .
PORTABLE CASE FOR IM PERIA L ALBUMS
“ G. H.-S. ” ALBUM (lock and key 5 s. extra) . . . .
“ IM PER IA L” ALBUM, No. 9 9 , Foreign (except Europe)

„ ,, No. 9 , Britain and Colonies
,, ,, No. 6 9 , Europe and Possessions

“ PH ILATELIC” ALBUM, “ B ’’ size . . . .
,, „ “ 1) ” size (sunk mount)
,, „ “  C ” (sunk mount)

Price
past-free In 
Ut. Britain. 

s. d .

10  2
1 1  3

1 2  9

1 3  4  

1 5  9  

1 5  9  

1 8  3  

2 1  8 
2 1  8 
2 3  3  

2 6  0 
2 6  0 
2 8  6 
2 5  9  

3 1  0

3 0  7

3 1  0  

4 1  0  

4 5  9  

5 1  0

. 5 1  0

5 1  0  

5 1  0  

. 10 1  0

For full particulars see Prospectus, post-free on application.

STANLEY GIBBONS’

L I S T S  O F  C H R I S T M A S  P R E S E N T S .
No. of '  
Packet.

P A C K E T S  O F  S T A M P S .
♦ ----------

Price post-free 
in Great Britain. 

s . d .
2 50 varieties of used Foreign 0 7
3 12 Colonial 0 7

12 12 unused World 0 7
(U 100 used or unused

Asia
0 7

1 1 1 20 0 7
121 20 Africa 0  7
151 25 Australas a 0 7
U 1 20 West Ind es 0 10
201 5® *1 * f t  f t Europe 0 10

4 so World 1  1
5 25 > > It

unused
Colonial 1  l

15 20 World l  1
30 20 used or unused 1  1
31 20 . 1  1
32 20 1  1
33 20 t t t »  I t  tt

T h e la s t f o u r  P a ck ets  a r e  a l l  d,i ffe r e n tfr o m  o n e  a n o th er .
1  1

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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OUR PRIZE COMPETITIONS
COMPETITION No. 5 .

B ELOW will be found a number of small pieces of stamps. We want our readers to cut these out care' 
fully and to try to arrange them so as to forma series of complete stamps, the small pieces being gummed 

on to a piece of paper. The completed stamps should be affixed to a sheet of paper in two rows and 
arranged in alphabetical order; the competitor’s name should also appear on the paper.

A competitor may send in as many sets of answers as he likes, but e a c h  set m u st be accompanied by a 
coupon, No. 5, as below, fastened to the replies.

The prizes will be adjudicated by Messrs. E. J. N a N K IV E L L  and C. J. P h i l l i p s , from whose decision 
there will be no appeal.

All entries from competitors must be received by 20 January, 1906.
All replies must be addressed to S T A N L E Y  G IBBO N S, Ltd., 391, Strand, London, W .C .,

and envelopes should be marked G . S . IK, N o . j ,  in left lower corner.
Prizes will be awarded in two classesC lass I. No age limit. Class II. Under 17 years.

C L A S S  I.
1st Four Pounds’ worth of Stamps to 

be selected by the Winner from 
our current Catalogue.

2nd A  Packet of 15 0 0  Stamps, all 
different.

3rd British Empire Postage Stamp 
Album.

C L A SS II.
1st Fifty Shillings’ worth of Stamps to 

be selected by the Winner from 
our current Catalogue.

2 nd A  Packet of 10 0 0  Stamps, all 
different.

3rd British Africa Postage Stamp 
Album.

P R I Z E S

Wc would advise competitors not to give up if they are unable to complete the whole list: as this 
competition is by no means easy, it is quite probable that no correct list will be received. In that case prizes 
will be awarded to the nearest lists.

Again, if several competitors send in correct lists the prizes will be awarded to those results showing the 
greatest skill and care.

C o u p o n  N o . 5 . 30  D e c e m b e r , 1905

Nam e a n d ./u 'l 
address.

■

A g e

(Please write distinctly, 
and say if  M rs., 

M iss, or M r.)
V
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L I S T S  O F
V

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ’

P A C K E T S  O F  S T A M P S .

Price post-free

Packet.
202 40 varieties, used or unused Europe

s.
1

i .
1

6 100 n World 1 7
152 3° n ,, or unused

1 > it
Australasia 1 7

7 100 n World 2 1
14 25 11 11 11 French Colonial 2 1
17 20 11 11 ii Russian Locals 2 I
65 240 • t 11 11 World 2 1

1 1 2 25 n 11 11 Asia 2 1
142 20 11 11 >1 West Indies .. 2 1
203 S° 11 11 i> Europe 2 1

IS 40 11 unused World 2 7
122 25 11 used or unused Africa 2 7
204 30 11 11 11 Europe 2 7
113 40 ii 11 11 Asia 3 7
205 50 11 11 11 Europe . 3 7

66 500 n 11 ii World 4 1
117 30 11 11 11 Asia 4 1
153 3° 11 11 11 Australasia 4 7

8 100 11 11 11 obsolete 5 1
» 200 11 Foreign 5 1

20 60 11 unused World 5 1
2 1 40 11 II Russian Locals 5 1

114 40 11 used or unused Asia 6 7
70 500 11 II II Europe 7 7
71 125 ii II II Asia 7 7
72 125 11 II II Africa 7 7
73 105 11 II II Australasia 7 7
74 125 11 II II West Indies 7 7
75 125 ii II II South America • 7 7
76 100 11 II II North America 7 7
77 too 11 II II Central America 7 7

206
T h e la st eig h t packets a re  

60 varieties, used or unused
a ll  d iffere n t, a n d  i f  o rd ered  a t one tim e cost o n ly  

Europe • • • •
55
7

0
7

10 100 11 II II World 10 1
78 IOO 11 unused with the late Queen’s portrait on each 10 1

116 • 45 11 used or unused Asia 12 1
80 100 11 unused picturesque ; 12 7
67 1000 11 used or unused World 15 0

115 So it II II Asia . 16 7
1 1 200 11 II II World • 2 1 0

118 40 11 II II Asia 2 1 1
79 IOO 11 unused with the late Queen’s portrait on each 30 0
68 1500 11 used or unused World • , 35 0
69 2000 11 11 11 11 • • . 60 0
69a 3000 11 11 11 11 • • 170 0
69b 4000 11 11 it ii • • . 280 0

F o r fu r t h e r  p a rtic u la rs  sec Prospectus, p o st-free  oh a p p lica tio n .

S T A N L E Y  G IB B O N S , L T D ., 391, S T R A N D , LO N D O N , W .C.
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NOW READY.

E n t i r e t y  R e v i s e d  a n d  G r e a t l y  E n l a r g e d .

-------------- -------------------

THE FIRST VOLUME (COUNTRIES A to L) OF THE

T h i r d  E d i t i o n

o r

A l b u m  W e e d s

B y  t h e  R e v . R .  B .  E A R E E ,

V o l. I .—A fg h a n is t a n  to  L u x e m b u r g . A b o u t  5 8 0  p a g e s , d e m y  8vo .

T H IS Work is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist, who is naturally anxious 
to ensure the absence of forgeries from his collection. As a work of reference, in 

this particular respect, it stands entirely unrivalled, being compiled by one who has ac
quired a world-wide repute, and whose speciality has for many years been the description of 
forgeries. An immense amount of labour has been bestowed on this New Edition, so as to 
still further increase its usefulness. Every endeavour has been made by the Author, in the 
description of new and dangerous forgeries, etc., to bring the work fully up to date. 
Amongst the numerous additions may be noted an elaborate description of tech
nical terms met with in the course of collecting. This section will be found especially 
useful for the guidance of the novice or younger collector. The illustrations have been con
siderably augmented, and a large and most interesting series of postmarks, specially drawn, 
together with an index for reference, will be found included. Altogether the Publishers 
have no hesitation in recommending this publication as a most valuable adjunct to a 
Philatelic Library, and useful alike to Collector and Dealer.

V o l. I . —P r ic e , b o u n d  in  e m b o sse d  g i l t  c lo th , 7 /0 ; p o st-fre e , 8/-. 

V o l. I I . —I n  th e  p re s s , r e a d y  a b o u t  M id su m m e r , 1 9 0 0 , p r ic e  8/-, 
p o s t - fre e . (O rd ers , P R E P A I D ,  c a n  n o w  b e  b o o k e d .)

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited,
3 9 1 .  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e c i l ) ,

L O N D O N , W .C .
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S t a n l e y  G i b b o n s ,  L i m i t e d ,

N E W  A N N O U N C E M E N T S .
A nnual S a le  over Thirty Thousand P ackets .

N O W  R E A D Y , T H E  F O L L O W IN G  P O P U U I B  S E R I E S  O F

PACKETS OF FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS.
A l l  th e  S ta m p s c o n ta in e d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  P a ck ets  a r e  w a r ra n te d  a b so lu te ly  g e n u in e , 

f r e e  f r o m  r e p r in ts . T h ey  a r e  a lso  in  g o o d  co n d itio n  e n d  p e r fe c t .
These Packets cannot be sent by book post to Postal Union Countries. The cost by letter rate is a)d. for 
every 100 Stamps. The amount required for postage can therefore be reckoned, and should be added

when remitting.

N E W  6  I M P R O V E D  P A C K E T S  O F  U S E D  6  U N U S E D  S T A M P S .

No. 1.—The Sixpenny Packet of Mixed Continental Stamps contains 100, including many ol>solete 
and rare. (This packet contains duplicates.) Post-free, 7d.

No. 2 .—The Sixpenny Packet of Used Foreign Stamps contains 50 varieties, all different, 
including Egypt, Spain, Chili, New South Wales, Transvaal, Roumania, Porto Rico, Argentine, Sweden,
Brazil, Turkey, Hoi-hao, French Congo, etc. Post-free, 7d.

No. 3 .—The Sixpenny Packet of Used Colonial Stamps contains 12 varieties, including Natal, 
Ceylon, India H.M.S., Cape of Good Mope, British Guiana, Mauritius, Tasmania, New South Wales 
Service, Victoria, Jamaica, South Australia O.S., New Zealand, etc. All different. Post-free, 7d.

No. 4 .—The Shilling Packet of Used and Unused Foreign Stamps contains 50 varieties, 
including French Soudan, Spain, Bulgaria, Portugal, Southern Nigeria, Italy, Turkey, Finland, 
Brazil, Roumania, Argentine Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, Greece, Mexico, Shanghai, Philippine Isles, 
Japan, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1 1 .

No. 5 .—The Shilling Packet of Colonial Stamps contains 25 varieties, including Cyprus, Natal, 
Jamaica, India, Victoria £d. rose, surcharged Ceylon, Straits Settlements, India Service, Queensland, 
llong Kong, Barbados, Western Australia, South Australia, Centennial New South Wales, Mauritius, 
Malta, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. Post-free, 1/1.

No. 6 .—The Eighteenpenny Packet of Used Foreign Stamps contains 100 varieties, including 
Mauritius, Hong Kong, Finland, Japan 15 and 25 sen, Barbados, Chili, Brazil, Greece, Russia, Porto 
Rico, India envelope, Jamaica, Belgium, Spain, Canada, etc. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, 1/7.

No. 7.—The Two Shilling Packet of Bare Used and Unused Foreign Stamps contains 100 
varieties, including Porto Rico, Colombia, New Zealand, Canada, rare Turkish, Dutch Indies, Ceylon, 
Mozambique, Mauritius, Portugal, French Colonies, Orange River Colony, Cyprus, Norway, Costa Rica, 
Belgium, West Australia, Chili, Egypt, Bavaria, and others rare. All different, and warranted genuine. 
Post-free, 2/1.

S T A N L E Y  GIBBONS, Limited.
HEAD OFFICE and Address for all Correspondence:

3 9 1 ,  S T R A N D  ( O p p o s i t e  H o t e l  C e < ^ >  ,

L O N D O N  »

8 C I T Y  'B R A N C H  :  9 7 ,  G r a c e c h u r c h  S t r e e t ,  l  on d on  W .C .
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