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I-OST OFF.rcE. 

COPIES of any CoaaaPO•ouc·s which mq 
haft taken place relative to Mr. BDllll/ad Hill• 
appointment to, and remnaJ from, the Situation 
recently 6lled by him in CODDmUOD with the 
.POIC-oftice. • 

• 

(Air. Hutt.) 

·""'--',., The Home cl 0.. •• , •le l'Wlttutl; 
H Mo~ 18.f.3. 

ug. 
Umkr 2 oi. 
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POSTAGE. 

RETURN to an Oansa of the Honoanble The Houe of Common., 
elated u Much 18+f, ;-for, 

COPY of so much of the TREASURY MuruTE of the 26th day of December 1839, 
respecting the Mode of carrying out the PENNY PosTAGB Ac:T, as rel~tes to 
the Preparation and Application of PosTA.GE STAMPS. 

Whitehall, Treasury Chambers.} 
14 March 1844. G. CL~RK. 

Ordrrttl, 6y The Home ot Commona, to 6e Prilal.d, 15 Maid 1B4f. 

EXTRACT of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 26th December 1839. 

T HEIR Lordships, upon full consideration, have decided to require, that, • far 
as practicable, the Postage of Letters shall be prepaid, and to eft"ect aucb 

prepayment by means of Stamps. Their Lordships are of opinion that the con­
venience ·of tne Public will be consulted, more especially at first, by iuuiog 
Stamps of various kinds, in order that every one may select that description of 
Stamp which is most suitable to bis own peculiar circumatancea; and with a view 
of afFording an ample choice, their Lordships are pleued to direct that the fol-
lowing Stamps be prepared :- . 

First, Stamped Coven; the Stamp being struck OD piecea of paper the me of 
.half a sheet of quarto letter-paper; 

Second, Stamped FAvelopes ; the Stamp being llruck on pieces of paper ol 
a lozenge form, of which the stationers and othen iny manufacture envelopes. · 

Third, Adhesive Stamps ; or Stamps on small pieces of paper with a glutiaoas 
wash at the baek,. wiich may be attached to lettel'I either before or after they are 
written; and 

Fourth, Stamps ft> he struck on paper of any dilarifti*1 which the Public may 
seatl tb the StMDp-oftice for that purpose. 

The.paper lbr the first;. second, and third kinda of S.U.ps to be peculiar in its 
wa&ennark, or 101De otberfeature, but to be aupplie4 to Gotiemment by competition. 

My Lords direct that the Commlssionen of Stamps •od Tues and the Com­
missioners of E:uiee should receive the ofticial tli~tiQbs to take the necessary 
stt-ps, in coojJln«'tiso with this Board and with the Postmaster-General, for the 
preparation ot1be Stamps herein enumerated. 

Although tie n«eaary experiments and investigations, which have been ~ 
ducted under the direction of this Board, are already far advanced, my Lords fear 
that a considerable time will be required foa: completing the prepantion of the dies, 
plates, and machinery (much of which is unavoidably of a oonl construction,) 
necessary for the manufacture of the Stamps, and beiD(l desirous of albrdiog to the 
J>Ublic, with the least possible delay, the full advantage of the intended nMluction 
m postage, their Lordships propose at once to effect such reduction. 

On the use of Stamps, however, my Lords have fully decided ; they wi11 be pre­
pared with the least possible delay, and when ready, due notice will be given of 
their introduction. 
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