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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

T his collection of plates is the outcome of a private circular which |
issued in January last. It presents reproductions in collotype of all
the entire sheets of engraved issues of the stamps of Japan which 1
have been able to obtain, many of which are available for the first
time, and some from sheets of which only single copies are known.
There have been considerable difficulties in the actual process of
reproduction. In most cases | have had no choice, but have had to
work from apoor or indifferent sheet ; in others, inherent qualities of
the sheet— paper, impression or colour— have rendered good results
impossible, and, again, with a number of the plates the photographs
were not prepared under my personal supervision, as the sheets were
in a foreign collection. Taking the plates as awhole they are superior
to previous collections which have been obtainable, and | tender to the
Collotypers my appreciation of the great care and interest they have
shown in producing the plates, many of which have required exacting
attention to get the present results. It should be mentioned that the
plates are reproductions of actual photographs, and have not been
retouched or worked upon in any way.

I have not found it possible to give much subsidiary information
in the list of plates, but | hope to treat of the matter fully in a
handbook on the stamps of Japan which | am projecting. | anticipate
that the publication of these plates will show the existence of other
sheets, either entire or indicated by marginal stamps. Of the issues
of 1872-3, second type, the existence is known of more plates of the
I, 2 and 4 sen ; of the issues with syllabic character probably at least
two plates were engraved for all values up to the 6 sen ; the use of
the same plates for printing similar values in different colours is also
known, and was probably consistently followed. Any information on



these points will be greatly welcomed by me, particularly as to new
entire sheets, as | propose issuing supplementary plates as occasion
offers, uniform with the present set.

In the list of plates | have given a special number to each
different plate of a value. These numbers are, of course, quite arbi-
trary, as there are no means at present of determining the order of
use. The first two issues are specially treated with regard to the
numbering of the plates, in order to avoid confusion.

The work of obtaining the sheets and their reproduction has not
been an easy task, and | have to thank those who have so willingly
aided me. First among these | have to mention Mr. E. D. Bacon,
for his valuable advice as well as for his help in securing many sheets.
For the loan ofsheets 1have to thank Messrs. H.J.Duveen,W . Doming
Beckton and W. J. Gardner. The late Mr. William Moser showed
great interest in the inception of this work, and his lamented death
deprived me of his proffered assistance, though | have been able,
through the kindness of Mrs. Moser, which | gratefully acknowledge,
to use the invaluable material which he had accumulated. Lastly, to
the Subscribers who have so readily supported this publication | offer
my best thanks, and the hope that it may prove of utility to them,
and may advance the study of the stamps of Japan.

D ulwich,

December 1910.
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200 mons vermilion. Plate |
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\ sen brown. Plate |11
i sen Dblue. Plate 11
2 sen vermilion. Plate 1l
5 sen green. Plate I

The plates for the design were similar for the first t«o issues, and their
use is known as follows. 48 mons and ~ sen: Plate | used only for the
48 mons; Plate Il used for both 48 monsand & sen ; Plate 111 used only
for J sen. too mons and 1 sen: both plates used for each value; a third
plate was also used for the 1 sen. 200 mons and 2 sen: both plates used
for 200 mons; Plate Il only for 2 sen. 500 mons and 5 sen: both plates
used for 500 mons; Plate Il only for 5 sen.

1872, July to September.

\ sen brown. Plate |
£ sen brown. Plate 11
J sen brown. Plate 111
i sen brown. Plate IV

In Plates | and Il the N in SEN has ? serif to the d
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i sen blue. Plate V
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185 Barry Road,
Dulwich,

London, S.E.

December 1910.

D ear Sir,

Herewith | have pleasure in sending you the copy of Plates
of the Stamps of Japan, 1871-6, for which you were good enough

to subscribe, and 1 shall be obliged if you will kindly acknowledge
receipt of the same.

1 should be glad to receive any comments upon the plates,
or information relating to sheets not among these reproduced, which
you may be able to give. If the possessor of such will send them
to me for reproduction | will have them photographed and returned
immediately; failing this | should be glad to have photographs* of

sheets, which if suitably done would practically serve the purpose.

| am, Dear Sir,

Yours truly,

.F.J. Peplow.

* These should be made on isochromatic films (not glass plates), facsimile size,
reversed for collotype printing, by an operator used to photo-reproduction work ;
ordinary photographer’s work is practically useless.
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Reproductions of
Plates of the
Stamps of Japan, 1871-6

In May 1908, 1| issued a confidential circular Proposals for the
publication ofa Journal for Specialists in the Stamps of Japan. A few
months later | became concerned in the Phe Philatelic Record, and
since then | have found my leisure too occupied to carry out, for
the present at least, my original scheme. One part of it, however,
has constantly engaged my attention, and this is one of the more
important requirements of the specialist in the stamps of Japan set
out in my Proposals—the reproduction of entire sheets of the
stamps. Not only for study but also for plating purposes it is
highly desirable that as many as possible of the sheets should
be reproduced. Only those who have searched for entire sheets
know how difficult it is to procure them, even those of stamps
which are cdommon in singles or even in blocks, and the publication
of good reproductions would render possible the fascinating art of
plating, and ipso facto conduce to the higher study of this country.

I have for the last twelve months been engaged in the accumu-
lation of photographs of entire sheets, made from specially selected
impressions, where there was choice, and circumstances have con-
ferred upon my efforts unusual good fortune. | have had access
to practically all the known important collections of Japan, and I
am able to fulfil a part of my first proposals by placing before
specialists in this country a collection of photographic reproductions
such as | had never even hoped for, and which represents a labour
and opportunity which will probably never recur. | have already
communicated personally with many specialists, but | am setting out
definitely herewith the position of the work | have undertaken,
which | expect will be completed in less than two months.

The collection will consist of at least 100 plates, printed in
black on plate paper, facsimile size. The plates will be reproduced
in the highest style of collotype. They will be accompanied by an
introductory text by myself, giving a list of the plates, with notes,
and much of the information contained therein will be published



for the first time. The work will be issued to subscribers only ;
the edition will not exceed 25 copies, each numbered and signed,
and a list of the names of subscribers will be printed. Specialists
will have for the first time adequate means for the study of a large
proportion of the plates of Japan, and for plating the various issues.
Many of the plates have been made from unique sheets which
have never before been reproduced. Seventy plates are already
printed off, and about thirty more are in preparation. With this
announcement | am sending a rough proofof a plate as a specimen.

The cost of the work has been very heavy, and | have fixed
the price at £8. This price is considerable, but when it is
remembered that the work is not offered for general circulation, the
price of is. per plate will not be held excessive. No idea of profit
from the publication is, of course, aimed at, and subscribers will
have the satisfaction of knowing that the whole amount of their
subscriptions will be spent on actual production. Should any
surplus result it will be applied to cover the cost of issue of
supplementary plates, which the publication of the present series
will probably reveal, and which will be issued from time to time
in any case. To meet the expenses of reproduction and printing
twenty subscribers at least are needed; | have at the time of
writing secured about fifteen promises, and | hope that the co-
operative spirit of specialists in the stamps of Japan will prevent
my sustaining a loss on the cost of production, in addition to the
considerable expense to which 1 have been placed in investigating
and getting together the large number of sheets necessary for the
work.

I ask intending subscribers to fill up the subscription form sent
herewith, and to return it without delay to me at the address here
given, together with remittance for the subscription. This will
be duly acknowledged, and the work will be forwarded by registered
post as soon as ready.

F.J. Peplow,
185 Barry Road,
January 1910 Dulwich, London, S.E.






Reproductions of Sheets ofthe Stamps ofJapan, 1871-6

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

1910
Herewith | send j~onej*Order “or ~'ve ~oun<”s>T Y subscription to the above work,

which please forward to me at the address here given.

(Please svrite Name+

'Pery legibl
"y legibly) Address

To Mr. F. J. Peplow,
185 Barry Road,
Dulwich, London, S.E.

* Crossed ljtndan City & “*Midland Bank. f The name of Subscriber will be printed in the Liat of Subscribers as here given.
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