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PREFACE.

The following subject-matter has already appeared in the
columns of The Bazaar, in the form of a series of
articles specially addressed to those who are commencing
to collect or are anxious to begin. The object which the
author had in view was to put beginners in a straight road,
and, as far as possible, so to direct them on their way that
they might avoid spending time and money on what was
unprofitable, for nothing is so unprofitable as to build on
bad foundations, and nothing so disheartening as to be
continually pulling down and rebuilding. It is hoped that
by re-publishing these articles in a more permanent form
this object may be still further promoted ; besides which
it gives the author an opportunity of revising them, and
of making some additions that have been suggested as
requisite in order to carry out his object of guiding the
uninitiated.

The idea was not altogether a novel one, for in the year
1870 Mr. Overy Taylor, the editor of the Stamp Collector's
Magazine, commenced a series of articles, entitled “ Papers
for Beginners,” which were unfortunately cut short by that
magazine ceasing to appear at the end of 1874. These
papers were exceedingly useful in recruiting collectors ; but
more than twenty-five years, which is a very long period
in the history of stamps, have now passed away, and during
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that time nothing of the sort appears to have been
attempted. Stamp-collecting was at a very low ebb about
1875, and so continued for some few years. It is not
necessary to say that it is now in full tide, but though the
number of stamps and stamp-issuing countries has in-
creased almost as rapidly as the number of collectors, yet
very little has been written for the use of students. There
are plenty of magazines and other stamp literature for
advanced collectors, but not for the commencing ones ; and
it was to endeavour to fill this void that these papers
were introduced into a popular magazine, the numerous
readers of which constitute a fine field of virgin soil for
what might be termed missionary enterprise. If the charm
of collecting postage-stamps should be brought home to any
who have not as yet realised it, the re-publication of these
articles in a more connected form will have fully served its
purpose. As new stamps are continually appearing, an
Addendum to Vol. Il. will bring the various lists up to
the date of the completion of the work.

The lists will be found to comprise the principal varieties
only, and no local stamps have been described except
in some few instances where special reasons seemed to
require it.

To those of his philatelic brethren who have kindly aided
him, the author tenders his sincere thanks ; which are also
due to his friends the dealers, especially to Mr. W. T.
Wilson, of Birmingham, and M. Moens, of Brussels, who
have not only put their stocks at his disposal for reference,
but have in many cases lent stamps for illustration.
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THE ADHESIVE
POSTAQE=STAMPS OF EUROPE

INTRODUCTION.

The commonest form of a postage-stamp is that of an
adhesive label on which some design is printed or embossed,
and which is intended to denote the payment of a certain
sum for the conveyance by the State or some duly authorised
intermediary of the article to which it is affixed. In some
countries there is, in addition, a certain amount of what
may be termed *“ postal stationery,” consisting of stamped
envelopes, stamped single- and reply-postcards, letter-cards,
and wrappers. It would lengthen this work far too much
to attempt to describe all these ; besides which, the study
and collection of them is not popular in this country.
In the absence, therefore, of special reference to any postal
stationery, it must be assumed that when stamps are spoken
of in general terms, the observations apply exclusively to
adhesive postage-stamps.

The principal points common to all adhesive postage-
stamps are: (i), the design on the face; (2), the paper on
which this is produced ; (3), the impression; and (4).- in
many stamps, the perforation or other mode used for
separating them. These may be considered as the chief

B



2 THE ADHESIVE POSTAGE-STAMPS OF EUROPE.

elements, but besides these it will be found that in many
cases it will be well to take note of the adhesive matter
on the backs.

Modes of Printing Stamps.

Whatever the design may be, the representation of it on
the stamp is produced by one or more of the following
methods: (i), by what is termed the copper-plate printing
process ; (2), by typography, in which is included surface-
printing ; (3), by lithography; or (4), by embossing; and as
most forgeries of stamps are produced by lithography, it is well
that every commencing collector should have a clear notion
not only as to how the designs are produced, but how
they are multiplied to an indefinite extent so accurately
that they are perfectly alike—a condition which is now
regarded to be absolutely necessary as a safeguard against
imitations and forgeries.

1. In stamps printed by the copperplate process the
coloured lines of the design are engraved in recess upon
the plate, that is, they are cut out by the graving tool.
The plate thus engraved is well rubbed over with printing-
ink, so that all the hollows are filled, after which the super-
fluous ink on the flat surface is cleaned off, leaving only that
in the hollows. A piece of paper previously damped is then
pressed on to the plate, when the ink in the hollows is
imbibed by and transferred to it. A familiar example of
stamps made by this process is to be found in those of
Great Britain of the value of 2d. and under that were in
use from 1840 to the end of 1879.

2 In typography, such as ordinary book-printing, the lines
in the design are in relief, and the ink is applied to these
portions only. The paper before being applied is damped,
and the impression makes an indentation on the damp
paper, which shows on the back. There is another kind of
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typography that is now employed almost universally in print-
ing stamps, and which is known as surface-printing. The
design on the printing plate is in relief as in ordinary
typographic printing, but the ink is different and adheres
to the paper, though this is applied dry. The special
advantages of this mode of printing are that the coloured
ink is only a film, for very little is imbibed by the dry
paper; that the paper may be gummed on the back
before printing, which it is not possible to do when it is
damped previously to the printing; there is no shrinking
of the sheets after printing, and as the pressure of the
sheet on to the plate is but slight, the indentation is
scarcely perceptible.

Examples of typographic printing may be found in the
first series of the stamps of Austria, which were printed
in ordinary book-printing presses ; and somewhat akin to
this are stamps like those of Moldavia, which were printed
with a hand-stamp. Examples of surface-printing are now
very numerous, but the current stamps of Great Britain
afford the most familiar example.

3. Lithography was formerly more employed for the
production of postage-stamps than at present, when it is
seldom resorted to except in cases of emergency, for it is
too dangerous, the risk of forgery being great. The stamps
of Libeck may be taken as an example of stamps printed
by lithography. The stamps of France made at Bordeaux,
1870-1, were also printed by lithography, but by double
transfer.  Sufficient copies to make a row were taken on
transfer-paper from an engraving of a single stamp; these
were then transferred to a stone, and from this, sufficient
rows to form the sheet were printed on transfer-paper,
and laid down on the stone from which the stamps were
printed. Many of the Russian local stamps are at present
printed either in plain or in chromo-lithography.

B 2
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4, Embossing is not now commonly used for adhesive
stamps. For many years the stamps of Portugal and some
of its colonies were so produced, hut the wear and tear of
the plates is great, as heavy pressure must be employed to
make the relief. For English embossed stamps single dies
only have been made use of, and the only example we call
to mind of embossed stamps manufactured in England from
plates are those of Gambia.

HOW these M odes of Printing are Apptied.— It wall
be well now to examine how these various modes of printing
are applied to the manufacture of adhesive postage-stamps,
as the design has to be repeated many times in order to
produce a sheet of stamps.

j. Stamps printed by the copper-plate printing process— or,
as they are ordinarily called, “ line-engraved stamps "— are
for the most part manufactured by the inventions of the
late Jacob Perkins, originally brought over by him from
the United States to this country, and which were adapted
to the manufacture of the English stamps of id. and 2d.
by the late Mr. Bacon, of the firm of Bacon and Fetch
(now Perkins, Bacon, and Co., Limited),

The original die is a small block of softened steel, on
which the design is engraved in recess. After the engrav-
ing is completed the block is hardened and an impression
taken from it on a roller of softened steel from 2in. to 3in.
in diameter, furnished with a spindle or axle, the impres-
sion being communicated to the roller by giving it a rocking
motion by means of a handle attached to the spindle.
This impression represents the engraved design in relief,
as in the case of an ordinary seal. The roller, after having
been hardened, is in a fit state to produce impressions
in a similar manner on a plate of copper or softened
steel (the latter having been always employed for the
English stamps). For this purpose the operator brings the
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plate under the roller, which is pressed upon it by a compound
lever and then rocked to and fro by the handle until the im-
pression is perfect, when the plate is moved on to receive a
second impression, and so on, till the whole number of rows
composing the sheet are laid down. These impressions are,
of course, shown in recess on the plate, and are exact counter-
parts of the engraving on the original die. The plate, cleaned
from burr, is then ready for hardening ; but to harden a plate
of the size of a sheet of stamps requires special apparatus,
and possibly for that reason we find that in stamps made in
Belgium in a similar way, the design was transferred to a
plate of copper.

2. Typographic printing is, as has been seen, the reverse
of copper plate printing, as the design is in relief instead of
being in recess. Applied to the printing of stamps, the
design is engraved in relief on a die, from which impressions
or moulds are taken. In England and in France the original
dies have been engraved on steel, in some other countries
on copper or on wood. In England and France impressions
from the die were struck in lead, but that has now given place
to the use of gutta-percha or wax, which are less liable to
injure the die. In some countries these impressions or
moulds have been made in plaster of Paris, but these have
the disadvantage of shrinking in the drying, and small air-
bubbles frequently appear in them. The moulds made to the
form of the stamp are then either electrotyped separately or
a number are clamped together in a chase, and an electro-
type taken of the whole block.

In some few cases, as will be seen in treating of the
stamps of the different countries, casts have been taken from
the moulds in type-metal ; but whether the casts which
compose the printing-plate have been made by the electro
process or by any other means, the design of the stamps
must be shown on it in relief.
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3. In lithography the original die is either drawn on a
lithographic stone or is engraved on it, or on metal, from
which transfers are taken on lithographic paper. These
transfers are arranged on a lithographic stone in the form
required for the sheet of stamps, which are printed from
this transfer. Impressions made by lithography may be
distinguished from those made by the two modes already
described by observing the following peculiarities: In
stamps printed by the copper-plate process the lines of
shading, being formed by the ink taken up by the paper
pressed into the hollows of the plate, are a little in relief;
in those printed by typography they are a little in recess,
and the back frequently shows the indentations. In those
printed by lithography the impression is perfectly flat; the
design also is not so clearly defined at the edges, and
frequently, when the lines of shading cross each other,
there is a little blurring of the design, especially when
the stone is not kept perfectly clean. It is well to
take especial notice of these points, as lithography is so
commonly employed for forgeries, and the importance
of knowing Imo the stamps are produced cannot be too
strongly urged upon those who would commence collecting
them.

4, Two kinds of embossing have been employed in the
manufacture of stamps: one in which the design is
embossed without colour, and the other where the ground
is coloured previously to the operation by which the
relief is produced. The English envelopes are embossed in
the latter mode by single dies, as were also the embossed
adhesives of 6d., iod., and is. The Portuguese stamps
were also similarly embossed, but by plates, as also were
those of the fourth issue for Sardinia. In the second issue
for Sardinia the embossed plate was not inked, but was
applied to coloured paper. Where the stamps are embossed
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in colour the face of the die only is inked, leaving those
parts which are in recess free from colour. The deeper
the engraving of the die, the higher in relief will be the
design on the stamp, and to give this high relief the sheet
to be stamped is placed on a piece of leather, which forms
a matrix for the die.

As the special applications of these modes of printing
and preparing the dies and the plates will-be noticed under
the issues for the various countries, it is not necessary
to enter into more particulars in this Introduction, and we
now proceed to some general observations on the other
great element, namely, the paper.

Paper.

The paper employed in the manufacture of the European
stamps is of two kinds, wove and laid, and these may be
hand-made or made by machine.

We all know that paper is made by reducing rags, straw,
wood, &c., to pulp, which,! in a liquid state, is laid on a
wire bed to strairr out the superfluous water, and leaves a
sheet of deposit, which, when dry, is paper. When the
wire bed is of gauze the paper shows no marks of the wire,
and is termed “wove ” ; when, on the other hand, it is
formed of wires at some little distance apart, generally about
eighteen to twenty in an inch, the paper shows the marks
of the wires, and it is termed “ laid.” The wires are kept
in place by others crossing at right angles, about iin. apart.
The two kinds are shown in Figs, i, 2, and 3. The wires act
as a watermark in the paper, for it is thinner over the wires
than between them ; but in machine-made paper the marks
of the wires are frequently scarcely visible after the paper
has passed under and over many rollers. These are the
two great divisions, but there are varieties, some of which
are intentional, while others are accidental
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Both wove and laid papers may be made by hand or by

machine. In hand made paper the workman called the
Fig. i. Wove Paper.
Fig. 2. Laid Paper, with Likes Fig. 3. Laid Paper,with Link®
FAR APART. CLOSE TOGETHER.

“ dipper ” is furnished with a mould, which is a frame
covered with wire gauze, or with wires disposed for laid
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paper ; he also has a narrow frame, like that of a slate, of
the same size as the mould, which he applies to it, and then
dips the two into a vat of pulp, taking up only as much
as he judges to be requisite for making a sheet of the
thickness desired. When the water is drained off, a fellow-
workman, called the “ coucher,” takes the mould and turns
the pulp on to a felt, and so the process is continued till
there is a pile of alternate sheets and felts; the whole is
then put under a hydraulic press and taken to the drying-
room, where the sheets are separated from the felts and
hung up to dry. In machine-made paper the pulp is
spread over a travelling bed of wire gauze or wires disposed
for laid paper, and carried on to a travelling bed of felt,
which, after passing over heated rollers, leaves the pulp in
a continuous sheet, to be carried under and over other
heated rollers until it passes out at the end on a drum in
the form of a continuous roll of paper.

Hand-made wove paper differs but little in appearance
from machine-made wove, but it is generally tougher, being
made from purer materials, and it varies in thickness, as
the dipper, however experienced he may be, cannot always
correctly estimate how much pulp he must take up. Each
sheet has also rough edges all round it. In hand-made
laid paper the same features are present, and, in addition,
the laid lines make the paper rough, as it does not pass
through heated rollers while in a state of pulp.

In machine-made paper the thickness is more uniform,
as it is regulated by the flow of pulp allowed to pass on
to the wire bed, and the laid lines are very much flattened
by passing under and over rollers before it comes out as
paper at the opposite end of the machine.

When postage-stamps were first introduced in England,
it was considered very advisable that the paper for each
stamp should bear a watermark, should not be too thick,
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and should be sufficiently tough to bear the manipulations
it had to go through. To make these watermarks, small
pieces of wire were twisted into the form of a crown and
sewn on to the moulds used by the dipper in the form of
the sheet of stamps. These small crowns, technically
called “ bits,” were subsequently replaced by larger ones
stamped out of thin brass, rendering them more uniform.
Although watermarks had been first used in machine-
made paper some few years previously, it was not till 1855
that they were applied to paper used for printing stamps.
This paper was first employed in England for the fiscal
stamps of id, water-marked with “ Anchor and Cable.”
The experiment was successful, and machine - made
watermarked paper subsequently replaced hand - made
paper for all the postage-stamps, except those of 2d. and
under, which continued to be printed on hand-made paper
so long as they were printed bythe copper-plate process.
The watermarks are made on the machine-made paper by
means of a roller of wire gauze on which the “ bits” are
sewn, and this roller passes over the pulp just before it
leaves the wire bed and istaken up by the travelling
bed of felt. The roller is technically called the “ dandy”
roll.  With some very few exceptions the use of machine-
made paper has now become universal, as it is not so
hard as hand-made paper, and does not wear the types
so much, besides being cheaper and more uniform in
thickness.

Some other varieties of paper have been employed for
the European stamps which require a brief notice.  Prior
to the introduction of postage-stamps in England, Mr.
Dickinson, paper manufacturer, of King’s Langley, had
taken out a patent for a special paper, into which, in the
course of its manufacture by machine, continuous silk
threads of various colours were introduced. This paper was
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used for the manufacture of the English envelopes and for
the adhesive embossed stamps of rod. and is. A similar
paper was also used for the adhesives of Bavaria, Wurtem-
berg, and Switzerland, but had to be abandoned when the
stamps were perforated.

A paper in which shreds of various coloured threads
are mixed with the pulp has been introduced into Switzer-
land for the .postage-stamps, and this has been called
granite paper, from its mottled appearance. The current

Fig. 5. Ribbed Pafer.

Austrian stamps are also printed on a somewhat similar
paper (Fig. 4).

Collectors will at times find stamps of which the paper has
a ribbed appearance— not exactly a repp paper, but resem-
bling it (Fig 5). Paper-makers say that this is due to
an imperfection in the manufacture, arising from the con-
dition of the felt on which the paper is laid, giving it
a wavy appearance like we see in corrugated iron. In
laid paper the lines are produced by the paper being
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alternately thick and thin; in ribbed paper it is only
crinkled, and in this respect is like fancy repp paper,
which is made simply by milling ordinary wove paper
betw'een rollers adapted for the purpose.

impression.

Stamps printed from plates showing the design in recess,
that is those which are line-engraved, were always printed
in England in hand roller-presses. The plate, which was
warmed, was thoroughly inked so as to fill up all the
hollows, the superfluous ink was cleaned off (the final
cleaning off being done with the hand), the paper applied
damp, and the whole passed under the roller. Of Ilate
years steam-presses have been substituted for those worked
by hand for most of the foreign stamps manufactured by
Waterlow and Sons, Limited.

Up to 1880 all the surface-printed stamps in England
were printed in hand typographic presses; but with the
introduction of surface-printed stamps of 2d. and under in
1880, steam was applied to the printing, and since then
has been adopted in some other countries.

Stamps printed by lithography are all printed in hand-
worked special presses, in which a species of scraper passes
over the sheet laid on the stone.

Everyone knows how embossing is produced. For the
most part where the stamps were embossed in sheets the
plates were not large, as they required, if large, to be
made very solid to withstand the great pressure necessary
to raise the design in relief, and this system of printing
has for this cause become almost obsolete.

For stamps printed in black by any of the processes
before described, printers’ ink is employed, as also for
some colours; but it will be found that in many countries
attempts have been made to manufacture the pigments
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with such colours as shall not be able to withstand
the effects of detergents which might be employed to clean
the stamps from their cancelling marks. Permanent colours
are principally derived from mineral bases: fugitive ones are
vegetable productions, but they are less brilliant than the
former.

In  describing a stamp, nothing perhaps is more
difficult than to convey to the reader a correct idea
of its colour, and long experience only shows that on
this point no advancehas been made during the
past thirty years. To take an example from a modern
catalogue and a most familiar stamp, the old English
id. red, 1841 to 1854 : this isdescribed as being
pale red-brown, deep red-brown, lake-red, and orange-brown.
Red-brown seems scarcely a fit description, because brown
is thus made the basis, and red the tint; in other words, it
is brown of a red tint, whereas, in the composition of the
ink, the reverse is the fact. In France the qualification is
put after the base, and there we find the same stamp
described as rouge-hrun, that is, brown-red. No colour gives
rise to more varieties than the mixture of blue and red,
which forms lilac, mauve, purple, and violet. No two
philatelists seem to be agreed as towhere the one or the
other begins or ends. The currentid. English is almost
universally described as lilac. Messrs. De La Rue and Co.
know it as purple There are also some colours now used
in which neutral tints are combined with positive colours,
giving a result of which it is impossible to convey a
correct notion in writing. In the following pages no
attempt will be made to describe the various tints of
colour, except when so marked as to appear worthy of
attention, it being understood that by “ shades” is meant
the comparative depth of the normal colour, and that
“ tints ¥ arc variations from the normal colour.
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Perforation.

The perforation of stamps was introduced into England in
1853 for the receipt and draft stamps, and for postage
stamps in 1854, Prior to that period stamps were
separated by scissors or knife, or such like means, and in
some cases those who usedmany resorted to the use
of a roulette, a kind of cog-wheel furnished with small
cutters, making a series of cuts between the stamps.
These did not remove any part of the paper, and though
the cutting between the stamp has in many countries varied
from a simple cutting of alternating slits to other kinds
of cutting, yet the system in
which no part of the paper
is removed has been termed
rouletting, though not done
by a wheel. Fig. 7. Roulette in Holes.

The various modes of rou-
letting met with in the Eu-
ropean stamps may be best Fig. & Saw Roulette.
explained by the accompany-
ing illustrations, and by citing
examples of stamps where
they have been officially
employed. Fio. o

Roulette in Line. — The
stamps of Thurn apd Taxis, 1865 ; Mecklenburg-Strelitz,
1864, &c. (Fig. 6).

Roulette in Coloured Line.— Thurn and Taxis, 1867 ;
Luxemburg, 1865. This rouletting is not done by a wheel
but by inserting dotted rule made of thin brass between
the stamps. It differs from the last, as the slit is coloured
at the same time that it is made.

Roulette in Holes, or Pin-perforated.— Turkey, 1871 (Fig. 7).

Fig. 66 Roulette in Line.

Serpentine Roulette.
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Saw Roulette.— Slanting zigzags, making the edge of the
stamp like the teeth of a saw, the teeth of which fit into
those of the next stamp. Bremen, 1861 (Fig. 8).

Serpentine Roulette.— A zigzag of a serpentine kind, the
teeth being large and fitting into those of the next stamp.
Finland, i860 (Fig. 9).

These (with the exception of a rouletting in upright
pointed zigzags, known in French as perpage en losanges, and
found on the unpaid letter stamps of Bulgaria, 1884) are
the only official kinds of rouletting, but there are others
which are unofficial, such as the rouletting in parallel slits.

Ordinary perforation is done by means of a series of
flat-headed punches, working in holes in a plate, and on a

Fig 10

similar principle to a boiler-plate punching machine. In
this perforation portions of the paper are punched out of
the space separating the stamps from each other, and
three kinds of machines are employed for the purpose.
First, there is one that perforates a single line of
holes. We will suppose the perforation of the sheets of
stamps to commence from the top. The horizontal line
of the top is first perforated ; the machine is furnished
with rackwork which moves the sheet on exactly the
length of the stamp, and the row of punches perforates
the next horizontal row. Another similar machine per-
forates the vertical rows. In the second kind of machine
the punches are arranged like the teeth of a comb in one
horizontal row, with smaller rows at right angles (Fig. 10),
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equal to the length of a stamp, each of these short rows
being distant from each other the width of a stamp.
Commencing from the top, the first descent of the punches
perforates the top and two sides of the stamp ; and when
the sheet is moved on, the second perforates the top and
two sides of the next horizontal row, while at the same
time it completes the perforation of the first row by adding
that at the bottom. A third kind of machine has the
punches so arranged as to perforate a whole sheet of
stamps at once. Another kind of machine has also been
employed, which is on the rotary principle ; but as the
punches in this case do not enter perpendicularly, the
system has not given good results, and the perforation has
been unevenly done.

In all the modes of perforation the thickness of the
punches and the distance separating them from one another
varys. In some there are twenty punches in an inch, in
others fifteen, and so on. This is what is termed the
gauge ; but as stamps are generally, even on the longer
side, less than iin. in length, philatelists have adopted a
length of 20mm. or 2cm. (about y|in.), as the measure of
the gauge ; that is, they count the number of holes made
by the punches in a line 2cm. long. Thus, the English
stamps are said to be perforated 14, because there are
fourteen holes in a space of 2cm. All this may appear
rather tiresome, but in the case of perforated stamps it is
very frequently a test of the genuine character of the
specimen.  Very few, if any, of the forgeries of perforated
stamps will stand the test of the perforation gauge, which is
readily obtainable for 6d., and is a piece of card with the
holes shown in black dots, the edge of the stamp being
so applied to it as to show the black dots in the half-holes
made by the punches. The invention of this mode of
measurement is due to the eminent philatelist, Dr. Legrand
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of Paris. Our illustration of a perforation gauge is

sufficiently accurate for alt practical purposes (Fig. 11).
Again, most forged perforated stamps are perforated by

a single-line machine, that is, the first one above

7 77 8 8 9 W 10 10 11 W 12 12* 13 13] 11 Hi 15 15t 16

Fig. ii —Perforation Gauge.

described ; but the majority of stamps are now perforated
either by the comb machine or by one perforating an
entire pane. In the single-line machine the holes in the
vertical rows seldom correspond exactly with those in
the horizontal ones, where they cross each other; but in
the second (the comb machine) they always do, except in
some of the line-engraved stamps of Great Britain, as will
be noticed hereafter; and in the third they invariably do.
To put this more clearly, there is a single perfect hole
exactly at the corner of each stamp, which is scarcely ever
found in the single-line machine perforation. In other
words, the punches perforating the vertical

; row do not fall in the angles into the

| holes made by those perforating the hori-

; zontal row (Fig. 12). With a little practice,

1 an accurate eye can generally detect whether
HC ix a stamp has been subjected to this double
operation.

This question of the modes of perforation may be made
more simple by referring to some examples. At present in
Austria they use machines of the first kind, perforating
single straight lines. 'TTie consequence is, that as the

c
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various machines employed do not perforate the same
gauge, many of the stamps have, what is termed, a compound
perforation, that is, the vertical sides are of one gauge and
the horizontal of another; and as they appear to have
machines in operation that perforate 9® 10, 11|, and 13,
the varieties are not a little confusing. The second kind of
machines are used in England, France, &c. These do not
always give the same perforation for the horizontal lines as
for the vertical ones ; there is even a small difference in
the English stamps ; but in the French the vertical sides
gauge 137, while the horizontal ones gauge 14, but this is
constant and therefore there is no difficulty. Both the
third and fourth kinds of machines were in use in Portugal
Those of the third kind perforated a sheet of 28 stamps

a time, giving a gauge of 121 or 13. The rotary machine
gave a gauge of 11

Gum.

Various kinds of adhesive matter have been employed
in the manufacture of stamps. That for the early stamps
of Great Britain was what is known as “ British Gum,”
made from dextrine, or potato-starch, heated to 4oodeg.
This was cheap, and something more, besides which it
lacked adhesiveness. It was applied hot after the sheets
had been printed. Other countries have also made use of
dextrine, and of bone-glue, but nothing has succeeded so
well as gum, of which Syriac, Senegal, and Arabic appear
to have been used. When it has proved to be too friable
and disposed to crack, glycerine is said to have been
mixed with it to render it tougher. No firm has taken
more trouble over this question of the gumming than
that of De La Rue and Co. The gum is thinly laid on
by machinery, and is very adhesive. It is, as has been
noticed, one of the advantages of surface-printed stamps
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that the gum can be applied to the sheets before printing,
so that the old mode of brushing the printed sheets with
gum has been superseded in the manufacture of all these
stamps.

Used and Unused.

A great deal has been said and written about the collec-
tion of wused or unused stamps, and their respective
merits. The real value of some stamps is increased a
hundred-fold by their being cancelled and used in due
course of post; while the value of others is diminished in
a like ratio. Where a collector wants to make a show of
his stamps, the unused certainly present fairer pages; but
even he cannot make a complete collection of unused
specimens. Were we bound to choose between used and
unused, we should certainly prefer the former. They are
more useful in study ; though we lose the gum, vyet the
obliterating mark is of importance, as a knowledge of the
various obliterating marks is frequently of use in detecting
forgeries. With this in view, the more common obliterating
marks used in the various countries will be described,
though the collector must not put too much faith in them,
as post-marks are easy of imitation. Many stamps have
been obliterated by' the post-office officials without having
been used, where used stamps were more valuable than
unused ones.*

Reprints.

Many of the old issues of the European stamps have
been reprinted from the original plates, while others have

* The late Mr. Pemberton, who would have been the King ot Philatelists had.
he lived, was informed by the Postmaster of one of the British Colonies that
he had a few copies of a stamp now quoted in the catalogues at £25 used, and
double that sum unused. He immediately sent for all that there were remaining
in stock. Judge of his feelings when he received the copies ail freshly obliterated,
the postmaster having imagined that they would be more highly appreciated in
that state.

Cc 2
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been imitated by the government of the country. Some
have been actually used; but in the opinion of most
philatelists ordinary reprints are worthless, being nothing
more than copies or pictures of the originals. Under
each country the reprints of any of the issues will be
recorded, and the mode in which they may be distin-

guished from the original stamps will be shown as far as
practicable.

General Notes.

As this book is addressed to commencing collectors, it
will not be out of place to add a few general notes, the
result of a varied experience.

Collection requires time and patience, which are of more
value than a long purse, which will not procure everything.
A young collector, therefore, must not expect that he can
make a perfect collection, even of one country, all at once.
What, then, is he to do with his stamps in the meanwhile ?
Advanced collectors use albums made of plain paper, but
these scarcely suit one who is commencing, as he requires
some guide to show him to what particular issue the
specimen belongs and the place it occupies in that issue.
For this purpose, perhaps, no better albums have been
devised than those published by many dealers, in which
spaces are ruled for each stamp with an indication showing
what is to be inserted in each space. They are certainly
the most popular, and for that reason it may be concluded
they have proved to be the most useful. As the collector
advances he will probably discard the use of an album of
this kind, which he has used as a sort of nursery ground,
and will transplant his stamps into one of plain paper. But
to do this he must not fix his stamps down firmly ; the
stamp should be kept in its place by a paper hinge, which
should be employed in every case, as it admits of the back
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of the stamp being examined, and of seeing the watermark
on the paper if there is one.

Formerly, each collector made his own hinges, for which
purpose he gummed a sheet of French pelure paper (which
is very thin machine-made foreign post paper) and cut it
into strips. On these strips he fixed rows of stamps to the
depth of about an eighth of an inch, and afterwards
separated them, leaving the stamp with a piece of gummed
paper at its end which he trimmed to the width of it ; or
he fixed as many stamps as there was room for on the
edge of the gummed sheet and then cut off sufficient to
make the hinge of the depth he thought proper. In both
cases the gummed end had to be turned down to form the
hinge, which, when it was wetted, enabled him to stick
the stamp in the place it was destined to occupy. Now,
however, the practice of hingeing has become so universal
that small pieces of gummed paper are sold by all dealers
in postage-stamps, so that the collector has only to wet one,
end, apply it to the stamp, turn it down, wet the other end,
and stick the stamp in the alboum. This mode of hingeing
is perfect when stamps are not perforated, as the gummed
paper may be doubled down exactly along the upper edge of
the stamp, but it is not so when used for perforated stamps;
still, it is the best that has been discovered. The defect
is that if the hinge is made below the line of perforation
when the stamp is turned up the teeth of the perforation
are creased. If it is made to hinge on the upper line
of the teeth, the gum of the paper shows in the little
hollows. Some collectors have endeavoured to avoid this
by perforating'the line of the hinge, but it must be of the
same gauge as the stamp or it is of no use, and weakens
the hinges -without any benefit. On the whole the
hingeing just under the holes of the perforation appears
to be the preferable mode, running the risk of the teeth
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being bent. In all cases the collector should avoid using
mounts made of very tough paper; some are as tough as
gold-beater’s skin.  If an accident occurs let it be to the
hinge rather than to the stamp.*

Some collectors do not fix their stamps by hinges
directly into the page of the album, but hinge them on to
a small piece of thin white cardboard (ivory No. i or 2)
a little larger than the stamp. There is an advantage in
doing so, for by gumming a strip of thin paper at the
back of the card-mount at top and bottom, a spot of gum
in the middle will fix this mount into the album, and it
can be moved at any time by merely sacrificing the strip
of paper at the back. The stamp also once hinged on to
the mount has never again to be interfered with, and it is
by far the best mode, when it comes to a question of
transferring the stamps from the nursery ground to their
permanent places.

As far as possible the gum on the back of the stamps
should be preserved. In the case of unused stamps this
is easy enough, but in used stamps it is impossible to
preserve it intact. But even in the case of these enough
may frequently be preserved to show the kind of gum
employed. In deciding whether a stamp is an original or a
reprint it is sometimes the only test, or at any rate the
most ready one, as in the case of the Hanoverian reprints,
which are gummed with white gum, while the originals
have the gum red. |If paper must be removed from the
backs it is better not to soak the stamps, but carefully
float them off by putting them face upward to swim on
tepid water till the gum is melted.

* Some stamp-hinges are made by the Premier Stamp Company, Wittington
Road, Edgbaston, which are well adapted for commencing collectors. There is
a row of rouletting across the hinge which does not seem to materially weaken
it, and it facilitates the folding of the hinge horizontally.
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It will be found in the course of these pages that in
some countries the stamps have been printed in colours,
soluble in water, while in others a composition has been
applied to the paper before the design was printed, which
is equally soluble in water. Such stamps would be utterly
ruined by being wetted on the face or put into a bath,
as also any embossed one, and even any stamp whatever
printed in a destructible colour is damaged by being wetted.

As a rule, scissors should be used very sparingly to trim
up specimens. In all cases of imperforate stamps the
margin should be kept as wide as possible, and if it
encroaches on the next stamp so much the better, as it
shows the distance from its fellow at which the stamp
was printed. In some cases this is important, especially
in lithographed stamps where there has been more than
one transfer, for it may show to which transfer the stamp
belongs.

It does not seem necessary to further extend these notes,
but to leave something to the collector himself. In the
choice of specimens, pick the best; avoid torn copies, or
those with imperfect angles. Handle them deftly, and
avoid smearing them with gum ; and if at all at fault, make
use of a pair of stamp-tweezers, such as those used by
artificial flower-makers. The stamp collector does not
require many or expensive tools.

When he purchases stamps, he should do so from a
respectable and responsible dealer, until he has acquired
sufficient knowledge to enable him to depend upon his
own judgment. He will thus avoid many pitfalls.

Commencing collectors are frequently disheartened by
finding that they have been imposed upon by unscrupulous
vendors of lorgeries, made for the purpose of deceiving
them. The elements in every adhesive stamp are, as has
been above stated, the design, the paper, the mode in which
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the design is printed on the paper, the adhesive matter on the
hack, and now, in most cases, the perforation. We hope
to render these clear, so that if the collector is deceived it
shall be due to his neglecting to bring his stamps to the
tests, though even with all this he may occasionally find,
what is the experience of every collector, that the forgers
have been too clever for him.

The use of technical terms will, as far as possible, be
avoided, and when used will be explained ; but there are a
few which are so constantly in use that perhaps it may be
better to explain them by dissecting a stamp as an example.
The current id. is printed by surface-printing in what is
termed a doubly-fugitive colour. Stamps are obliterated
ordinarily with oleaginous ink, and to guard against these
being cleaned, a singly-fugitive colour, that is, a colour
which would be disintegrated by chemicals used to clean
off such an obliteration, would suffice ; but in order that a
colour should also be disintegrated by chemicals that would
remove writing-ink, a doubly-fugitive one is used, and the
only ones that appear yet to have been discovered and
used are shades of purple or green. The stamp is printed
by sur,'ace-printing on rather thin paper, water-marked with
a “Crown.”' The design is the profile of the Queen to
the left, on a ground of horizontal lines within an upright
oval band of solid colour, all within a rectangular frame
intercepted on all the sides by the oval band. The span-
drels, by which are meant the corners between the band
and the angles of the frame, are uncoloured. The oval
band is inscribed in the upper part, “ Postage and Inland
Revenue,” and in the lower part with the value in words.
The perforation is 14. 1



ALSACE AND LORRAINE.

Date of Issue.—Sep. 6,1870. D esign.— Numeral of value.
Paper,—W hite wove, with Impression.— Typographic,
network printed on it. Perforation.— 14J.

When the Germans invaded France in 1870, one of
the first proceedings of the advancing troops was to take
possession of the post and telegraph offices, and to sub-
stitute a service of their own, for the use of which they
provided a series of postage-stamps in French currency
of 100 centimes to a franc. Such stamps were not for the
special use of the army, whose correspondence was for-
warded by the military authorities, but rather for those
who desired to make use of the post-office as they did
before the invasion. These stamps were employed where-
ever the postal communications were under the control of
the invaders, and they are found to have been so employed
as far as Le Mans on the West and Amiens on the North.
They were first used, however, in Alsace and Lorraine,
and for that reason have acquired that designation, though
more properly they should be termed stamps of “the
German occupation.”

The stamps were manufactured at Berlin, and as there
was urgent rieed of them, it was necessary to resort to
some simple design which, at the same time, should not
be capable of being readily imitated. The stamps of the
North German Confederation then in use in Prussia were
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under-printed with a network of fine-lined curves, which
being printed with a preparation of lead was not visible
except when exposed to fumes which produced oxidation.
It was resolved to print the same network in colour upon
the sheets for the new stamps, and to overprint a design
in type in a similar colour. The design consisted of a
large numeral in the centre, with postes above it and
centimes below, as in the illustration (Fig. 13), and
was set up for a sheet of 150 stamps in fifteen rows
of ten, separated from each other by wide lines. From
these settings-up, stereo-plates were made for the various
values required. Some small varieties may be found, but
on the whole the settings-up of the
design of each stamp are identically
the same, very few differing from each
other in any respect, except sufficiently
to show that they were not produced
from one setting-up. The curves in the
background in their normal position
pointed upwards, but the values are also
found, though rarely, with the curves
pointing downwards, which is only due, however, to the
sheet having been inverted in the second printing. The
paper employed was ordinary white wove, and the perfora-
tion was 147, the same as that of the stamps of the
North German Confederation of 1869.

There were seven values : fe., 2c., 4c., 5c., 10c., 20c.,
and 25c. All were issued about September 6th, 1870, with
the exception of the 5c. and 23c., which were not issued till
about October 28th following. The stamps continued
in use till March 24th, 1871, when, by agreement, the
French Postal Administration took over all the post-
offices on French soil which had been previously worked
by the German Postal Administration, excepting of course
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those in the ceded provinces of Alsace and Lorraine. The
stamps continued to be used in these provinces up to the
close of 1871, except in the communes of Belfort, &c.,
which were restored to France pursuant to the Treaty of
Frankfort. On January ist, 1872, they were entirely replaced
by those of the German Empire.

The following are the values and colours :

1. ie., bronze-green.

2. 2C., brown-red.

3. 4C, grey.

4. 5c., yellow-green.

5. ioc., yellow-brown. .
6. 20c., Berlin blue.

7. 25c., dark brown.

A reprint of these stamps was made for a Hamburg
dealer in 1885, but of the rarer variety with the curves
of the background pointing downwards. The type of the
inscriptions had to be reset, and a ready mode of dis-
tinguishing the reprints from the originals is to measure
the distance of the letter p in “ postes” from the left
border, which is 3mm. in the originals and 2|mm, in the
reprints.

The cancelling marks are chiefly those with the name of
the town, from which they were despatched, in a circle with
the date. Others bear the field-post hand-stamps, as many
small post-offices sent their letters to the field-post for
transmission. Others are also found with the hand-stamp
of the railway post-offices, and some few with the French
obliterating stamp, found in the post-offices when occupied
by the invaders; but these latter are rare, as the use of
the French hand-stamp was forbidden.
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(Including the Austrian-Italian States, Austrian
Levant, and Hungary).

For postal purposes Austria may be considered as con-
sisting, at the time when postage-stamps were first introduced
in 1850, of Austria proper,, including Hungary, and of the
Lombardo-Venetian States. Since that time these Ilatter
States have been detached from the Austrian Empire and
form part of the Kingdom of Italy, and separate postage-
stamps have been issued for the Kingdom of Hungary.
The currency of Austria proper in 1850 was in florins, or
gulden, divided into sixty kreuzers, but it was modified in
1858, and the florin, slightly altered in value, was divided
into 100 kreuzers. In 1850 postage-stamps were issued for
Austria proper in kreuzer values, and at the same time a
similar series was issued for the States in lItaly in centesimi,
of which 100 made a lira, one kreuzer being considered
as equivalent to five centesimi. On the alteration of the
currency in 1858, the values of the stamps for the Italian
States were expressed in soldi, one soldo being equivalent
to one kreuzer. The stamps continued to be issued in
kreuzer and soldi values after the Italian States had been
united to the Kingdom of Italy, and were used for the
foreign offices of the Empire in the Levant; but in the
current issue the use of a separate series, with values in
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soldi, has been discontinued, and the kreuzer values have
been surcharged with values in Turkish currency. The
Austrian florin is nominally worth 2s., but is really about
is. 8d.

As the types of the stamps issued for Austria were the
same as those issued for the Lombardo-Venetian States
and for foreign offices, with the exception of the enunciation
of the value, it will save repetition to consider them together,

numbering those of Austria in Arabic figures and those of
the foreign offices in italics.

Issue I.

Dateoflssue.—Junei, 1850. Paper.—Hand-made, greyish

Design.—Arms on a shield, white wove, varying in
imperial crown above. thickness.
Gum.— Thick. Impression.— Typographic.
Imperforate.

The design consisted of the Arms of Austria on a shield,
as shown in the annexed illustrations (Figs. 14 and 15),

Fio. 14 Fig. 15

surmounted by an Imperial crown, with “ kkpost stempel
(Imperial-royal postage-stamp) at the top, and the value in
“ kreuzer” or “centes.” at the foot. The inscription at
the foot was in movable type, and varieties are found with
the numerals at varying distances from the outer frame.
The original die, or matrix, was engraved on wood, from
which secondary dies were made in electrotype. These
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served as matrices for casting the blocks in type metal from
which the stamps were printed, for which latter purpose
they were clamped together in a printer's chase adapted to
take eight rows of eight. As, however, the sheet of stamps
only consisted of sixty, the lower row was completed by the
addition of four blocks, with a St. Andrew’s cross in relief
upon each of them.

The paper employed was hand-made wove, greyish white
in colour, and like all hand-made papers varied in thickness,
though for the most part it was thin. It was not well
made, as specimens of most of the values are occasionally
found in which the wires of the bed of the frame show,
and the paper has a ribbed appearance like repp paper. A
thick white wove machine-made paper was afterwards
substituted, and continued in use till the end of the series.
Some of the values are also found on laid hand-made paper,
which was probably used for a short time between the
change of paper from hand- to machine-made. In some of
these may be seen watermarked letters, probably a portion
of the name of the manufacturer ; but these specimens are
rare as are all those on laid paper.

The adhesive composition employed was for the most part
dextrine, mixed with either gelatine or bone-glue, with
which the stamps were thickly coated. It is not soluble in
cold water, but turns to a kind of jelly. Those stamps
that were printed on thick machine-made paper, and coated
with this composition, are rather stiff and unmanageable in
making a collection of unused copies.

Reprints of the whole of the values, both in Kkreuzer
and in centesimi, were made on machine-made white wove
paper in 1865, 1871, and 1884, but they are readily
distinguishable from the originals by the colour of the
paper, the brightness of the impression, and by the gum
on the back, which is ordinary white gum or bone-glue.
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The obliterating marks generally consisted of the name of
the post-town, with the day and month, within a circle.
There are others with the name of the post-town, in a
straight line, also with the date, but the year is not given
in either case.

The following is a summary of the series :

Austria Proper.

ikr, orange-yellow and yellow.
2kr., black.

3kr., scarlet and vermilion.
6kr., brown (shades).

9kr,, blue (shades).

Italian States.

ok wNe

1. 5centes., orange-yellow and yellow.
2. iocentes., black.

3. i5centes., scarlet and vermilion.

4. 3ocentes., brown (shades).

&. 45centes., blue (shades).

Varieties— Nos. 3, 4, 5, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 have been found
on ribbed paper.

Nos. 3, 8 1, 3, 4, 5 have been found on laid paper.

Some are also found printed on both sides, probably
owing to the impression on one side being defective. The
sheet was turned over and passed through the press a
second time, though some have been made by those who
are always ready to make rarities for collectors.

Date of Issue.— 1855-56.

Paper.— Machine-made white wove ; thick. ,,

Impression, are., as before.

Austria Proper.

6. ikr., yellow (shades).
7  2kr., black.
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8, - 3kr., vermilion (shades).
9. 6kr., brown (shades).
10.  9kr., blue (shades).

Italian States.

6. b5centes., yellow (shades).
7. iocentes., black.

8. ijcentes., vermilion (shades)
9. 3ocentes., brown (shades).
10. 45centes., blue (shades). 1

There are no other varieties than those already men-
tioned, but some catalogues mention an error, in w-hich
stempel” is spelt “ stempfl,” and the letters Ukk "
are “ KF.” As all the stamps were derived from one
common matrix, on which was the inscription “ kkpost
stempel,” it is clear that these errors are only due to
defect in the casts, which an examination of the specimens
confirms, and they occur in those stamps that are printed
in vermilion, which had a deleterious effect on the metal.

Issue IlI.
Date of Issue.— Nov.1,1858. Impression. — Embossed in
Design.—Head of Emperor colour.
to (he left. Paper.— Machine-made white
Gum.—Thick. wove ; rather thick.

Perforation— 15.

The alteration of the currency in 1858, by which five
kreuzer was made equivalent to three kreuzer of the old
currency, and a soldo equivalent to a kreuzer, was intro-
duced for the Italian States, necessitated a corresponding
change in the postage-stamps. Two series were issued,
one with the values in kreuzer, and the other with the
values in soldi, the stamps being the same in each, with the
exception of the enunciation of the values. The design
showed the embossed head of the Emperor to the left on
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a solid ground of colour, within a rectangular frame, differing
in each value (Figs. 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20).

The impression was from electrotypes made from dies
engraved either on wood or metal ; and, notwithstanding
the alteration in the currency, the sheets continued to be
composed of seven and a half horizontal rows of eight, the
remaining part of the eighth row being made up with

Fig. 18. Fig. 19. Fig. 20

blocks bearing a St Andrew’s cross, but the disposition
was reversed, as, instead of the cross being in colour
on a white ground, the cross was white and the ground
coloured.

The paper employed was white wove, unsurfaced,
machine-made, thick and soft, the adhesive composition
being applied thickly. The stamps were also for the first
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time issued perforated, the perforation gauging 15. In
the year 1859 the colour of the 3kr. was changed from
black to green.

A similar issue was, at the same time, made for the
Italian States, in which the values were expressed in soldi ;
but the 3sld., in green, was not issued till 1862, as will be
mentioned hereafter. There are not any varieties, but it
may be remarked that there was a distinct impression of
the 2kr. and 2sld. in orange, unused specimens of which
are very rare.

Reprints were made of all the values in 1865, 1871,
and 1884 ; but these can readily be distinguished from
the originals by the following tests : (1) The colours,
which are brighter ; (2) the gum, which is whiter and
more thinly applied ; (3) the perforation, which is 12 for
the reprint of 1865, 11 for that of 1871, and 13 for that
of 1884.

The following is a summary of the issue :

Austria Proper,
11.  2kr., orange, orange-yellow, and yellow (shades).
12.  3kr., black.
13.  5kr., vermilion, brick-red (shades).
14. iokr., umber and reddish-brown.
15. 15kr., Prussian blue (shades).
16. 3kr., green (March 16th, 1859).

Italian States.

11. 2sld., orange, orange-yellow, and yellow (shades).
12. 3sld., black.

IS. 5sld., vermilion, brick-red (shades).

14. iosld., umber and reddish-brown.

15. i5sld., Prussian blue (shades).

16. 3sld., green (1862).
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Issue IlI.
Commencement of Issue— Paper.—Plain white wove.
January ist, 1861. Impression. — Embossed in
Design.—Head of Emperor colour.
to the right. Gum.— T hinner.

Perforation— 14.

There being a general demand for the issue of stamped
envelopes, it was determined to change the designs of the
stamps to one which should be common to both the adhesive
and the envelopes, and the envelopes together with the new
series of stamps commenced to be issued on January ist,
1861. The design consisted of the head of the Emperor to
the right, on a ground of solid colour within an upright oval
engine-turned band, on the upper part of
which was “ kreuzer ” or “soldi,” and
on the lower part the numeral of value
on a transverse oval disc (Fig. 21).

Under the provisions of the Treaty of
Zurich, of November lith, 1858, by which
the preliminaries of the peace of Villa-
franca were confirmed, the province of
Lombardy was ceded to Italy, and this
necessarily lessened the demand for the
values in soldi. Only those of 5 and 10 soldi of this series
were therefore issued for use in Venetia, as there was suffi-
cient stock in hand of the other values in the former series to
last during the continuance of the current one, and the 3sld.
black of that series was not superseded by the 3sld. green
until 1862. The plates of the 2, 3, and 15 soldi, of the
new design, are said to have been prepared, but no printing
was made; this is probable, as these values were printed
in 1865, together with a reprint of the values in kreuzer and
the two values in soldi. The size of the sheets was modified,
and they were now made to consist of 100 stamps in ten

d 2
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rows of ten. The paper employed was machine-made,
white wove, of ordinary thickness and unsurfaced. The
gum was a species of glue made from bone, and appears
to have borne the name of “ Cologne mucilage.”
The perforation was done by a machine perforating the
entire sheet at each descent of the punches, and gauged 14,
The values and colours were as follow —

Austria Proper.
17.  2kr., yellow and dark yellow.
18. 3kr., green, pale to full.
19. 5kr., red and pale red.
20. iokr., brown and light yellow-brown.
21. 15kr., pale blue to full blue.

Austrian Italy.
17. 5sld., red and pale red.
18. iosld., brown and pale brown.

A reprint of all the kreuzer values and the issued and
unissued soldi values was made in 1865, and another in
1871. In the reprint of 1865 the perforation is 12, and
in that of 1871 it is ii. A third reprint was also made
of all the values in 1884, the perforation of which is 13.
and it is also stated that a fourth has since been made in
which the perforations are the same as in the second
reprint of the Arms series of 1863, as described under
that series.

Issue IV.
Commencement of lssue— Paper.— Plain white wove.
July ist, 1863. After 1865 a watermark is
Design.—A rmswithin an oval found in the sheets.
band. Perforation.— 14 till 1864.
Impression. — Embossed in Altered in 1864 to 9J.

colour.

A series of a new design commenced to be issued on
July ist, 1863. The general character of the new design
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was similar to that which preceded it, except that the Arms
of Austria, embossed on a coloured solid ground, were
substituted for the head of the Emperor (Fig. 22). The
paper was similar, but about 1865 the words “ Franco-
marken” appeared in watermark on the sheets. A
similar series, with the values expressed in soldi, was issued
for use in the Italian State of Venetia
and the Consular offices in the Levant ;
but by the Treaty of Vienna, of October
3rd, 1866, Venetia was surrendered to
Italy, and ceased to form part of the
Austrian Empire. The impression was
as before, but the 10 and 15 kreuzer,
and 10 and 15 soldi, exchanged colours,
the iokr. and sld. becoming blue, and
the 15kr. and sld. becoming brown.
Up to 1864 the perforation was 14, but in that year it
was altered to 9, and so continued to the end of the series.
The following is a summary of the sene's:

Austria Proper.
22.  2kr., yellow (shades).
23.  3kr., green.
24. 3kr., rose and carmine-red.
25. iokr., blue (shades).
26. 15kr., yellow-brown (shades).

Austrian Italy.
19. 2sld., yellow (shades).
20. 3sld., green.
21. ssld., rose and carmine-red.
22. losld., blue (shades).
23. issld,, yellow-brown (shades).
After the two series in kreuzer and soldi were superseded by
those of June ist, 1867, the remaining stocks, perforated 97
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were disposed of; but a reprint was made in 1884, the per-
foration of which was 13. One sheet, however, was given
away which was not perforated. A further reprint has since
been made, the perforations of which are irregular, but the
following are known : 2kr. and 3kr., perf. 10™; 5kr. and
15kr., perf. 10; iokr., perf. 13; 2sld. and 3sld., perf. io] ;
5sld,, perf. 13; iosld., perf. 13”; and aissld., perf. ii].

Issue V.

Date of Issue.—June 1,1867. D esign.— Head of Emperor to

Paper.—White wove, the sheet the right.
watermarked “ Franco- Perforation.—9l, exceptfor
marken.” the 50kr. and sld., hut
Impression.— Surface-printed. varying as above.

The Coronation of the Emperor at Buda-Pesth on
June 8th, 1867, as King of Hungary, was the cause of the

Fig. 23 Fig. 24.

issue of a new .series of stamps, and it was determined to
adopt the cheaper and more commonly adopted plan of
surface-printing in place of embossing. The design showed
the head of the Emperor to the right on a circular solid
ground within a rectangular frame (Fig. 23). The value
was at the foot, expressed as “ 2 (3, 5 10, 20) kr.,” and
the rest of the stamp was filled up with florid ornamenta-
tion. Two higher values were also added to the series,
one of 25kr. and one of 50kr. That of 25kr. was
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of the same type as the smaller values, but that of 50kr.
was of larger dimensions, though the head in the centre
was the same (Fig. 24). The numerals of value “ 50" were
inserted in small discs near the upper angles, and were
repeated on a scroll underneath the circular ground, on
which was the head. The values in soldi were the same,
the letters “sld.” being substituted for “ kr.” In the 2, 3
and 5 kreuzer there is a little difference in the ornamen-
tation on each side of the value at the foot, as there is an
additional scroll ornament. In the printing of the 3kr., in
1872, this was modified, and in place of the additional scroll
on each side lines were introduced.

Although in 1866 the last of the Austnan-Italian States
was joined to Italy, and the kreuzer issue was current in
Hungary and Transylvania, yet the series in soldi was
continued for the use of the Austrian foreign offices at
Bakau, Berlat, Botuschany, Bucharest, Fokschany, Galatz,
Giurgevo, lbraila, Jassy, Piatra, Ploesti, and Roman in the
Danubian provinces ; at Adrianople, Antivari, Burgas, Candia,
Canea, Cavalle, Constantinople, Czernavoda, Dardanelles,
Durazzo, Gallipoli, Janina, Kustendji, Lagos, Larnaca,
Philippopolis, Prevesa, Retimo, Rustchuk, Salonica, Seres,
Sofia, Sulina, Tultcha, Valona, Varna, and Volo in European
Turkey; Alexandretta, Beyrouth, Caiffa, Chios, Ineboli, Jaffa,
Jerusalem, Latakia, Mersina, Mitylene, Rhodes, Samsun,
Sinope, Smyrna, Tenedos, Trebizond, and Tripoli in Asiatic
Turkey; and Alexandria in Egypt.

The two series were printed from electro-plates, on paper
similar to that employed during the latter part of the
previous issue, and the stamps were perforated 9° with the
exception of the 50kr. and sld., which were perforated 12»
though some copies of these latter are found with perfora-
tions of 10~ and 9]. In 1877 the 2, 3, 5 10, and 15

~kreuzer are also found perforated 12.
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The following is a summary of the two issues :

27. 24. 2kr. or sld., yellow (shades).

28. 25. 3kr. or sld., green (shades).

29. 26. 5kr. or sld., rose, carmine-red (shades).

30. 27. iokr or sld., blue (shades).

31. 28. 15k;. or sld., light yellow-brown (shades).

32. 29. 25kr. or sld., violet (shades).

33. 30. 50kr. or sld., salmon, pale rosy brown.

Variety.
34. 5kr., red (shades), with alteration of the lower
scroll work ; perf 9™
The shades are more numerous in the kreuzer values than

in those in soldi, which is to be expected, as the use being so
much larger there were more numerous printings. There are
no special varieties except those above mentioned ; but it has
been remarked that in some of the values, more especially the
3kr. red, the ground does not appear to be uniformly solid,
but has the appearance of lines crossing vertically and hori-
zontally. This is owing to the cloth of the ink roller, and
is also found in some of the French stamps of the Empire.

Issue VI.
Commencement of Issue.— Papf.r— Plain white wove.
September, 1883. Impression.— Surface-printed
Design.— Numeral in a shield and typographed.
on Arms. Perforation.— Various gauges.

A series of stamps was issued by Austria in 1879, for use
in bosnia and Herzegovina, and the design was adopted as
the basis of a new series for Austria itself, the new series
commencing to appear in September, 1883. The design
was the double headed eagle displayed, with a blank escut-
cheon on the breast, and below was an uncoloured disc.
The numeral of value was over-pcinted in black upon the
first, and the denomination “ kr.” or “sld.” on the second,
as two series were used, one for Austria and the other for
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the foreign offices. In addition to this, those for Austria
were over-printed in black in a curve above the eagle, with
“ Kais. Konigl. Oesterr. Post,” and those for the foreign
offices with “ Imper. Reg. Posta Austr.” (Figs. 25 and 26),
The stamps are very ineffective, as the eagle is on a
ground of coarse horizontal lines. They were printed like
the previous issue by surface-printing from electrotypes, and
on plain white wove paper, but in the year 1886 a few sheets
were printed on paper of a yellowish tone, belonging to that
used for some of the telegraph-forms; only two of the values,
2kr. and 5kr., have, however, been noticed as being on this

Fig. 25. Ftc. 26.

paper, and specimens are rare. The perforation was very irre-

gular, and appears to have been done by single-line machines.

Stamps are found perforated in various gauges from 9" to 13;

some with the same gauge on all four sides; others with one

gauge at the top and bottom and another at the sides; while

others have one side that has accidentally escaped perforation.
The values and colours were as follow :

35. 31. 2kr, or sld., light yellow-brown and black.
36. 32. 3kr. or sld., emerald-green and black.

37. 33. 5kr. or sld., carmine and black.

38. 34. iokr. or sld., French blue and black.

39. 35. 20kr. or sld,, grey and black.

40. 36. 50kr. or sld., violet (shades) and black.
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Varieties.
41, 2kr., No. 35, on yellowish paper.
42, 5kr., No. 37, on yellowish paper.

Stamps of this issue, surcharged, in Turkish currency.

Although 5 soldi might be taken as equivalent to 20
para, yet when a postage rate of 10 para was required in
Constantinople, there was no stamp in soldi that was its
equivalent. In September, 1B86, this was provided for by
surcharging the 3sld. stamp at the foot with “ i0 para io”
in black. The surcharge was first printed at Constantinople,
but subsequently at Vienna. But the two surcharges may
be distinguished from each other by the length, which is
16mm. in that made at Constantinople, and 15mm. in that
made at Vienna. In June, 1888, the use of the values in
soldi was discontinued, and they ceased to be issued.
The entire series of 1883, with the exception of the 2kr.,
was then surcharged in black with values in Turkish
currency {Nos. 39 to 43):

37. 3sld., green, with 10 para (Constantinople), 1886.
38. 3sld., green, with 10 para (Vienna), 1886.

39. 3kr., green, with 10 para 1 1888.
40. 5kr., carmine, with 20 para g 1
4L iokr., blue, with 1 piaster 1 1
42. 20kr., grey, with 2 piaster " 1
43. 50kr,, violet, with 5 piaster 3 1
Issue VII.
Commencement of Issue.— Design.—Head of Emperor.
September 1st, 1890. Impression.— Surface-printed
Paper.— Granite wove, the and typographed,
sheet watermarked “ K. K. Perforation. — Various
Brief-Marken.” gauges.

On September ist, 1890, a new issue began to
make its appearance, but was not completely brought into
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use till the following year. It made the seventh series
since 1850, and as in these series the Arms of the
Empire generally figured alternately withthe head of
the Emperor, it was now the turn ofthe Ilatter to
figure on the new issue. In England we have a numis-
matic rule that the heads of the sovereigns are alternately
represented to the right and the left; but in Austria
the head of the Emperor was to the left in the series of
1858, and to the right in those of 1861 and 1867. In the
issue of 1890, the head is to the left in all the values
in kreuzer, and to the right in two higher values in gulden
that were then introduced. The issue of values in soldi
having been discontinued, there were
stamps of only one denomination in the
new issue.

The design of the values in Kkreuzer
showed the head of the Emperor to the
left, on a ground of horizontal lines
within an upright oval uncoloured band,
intercepted opposite the four angles of
the rectangular frame by discs with
engine-turned ground, on which the
numerals of value were struck bv a second printing. On the
band, in coloured letters, is “ kreuzer ” at the top and at
the bottom, while on the left side iS “ kais. koenigt.,” and
on the right “ cesterr. post” (Fig. 27).

In the gulden values, the head of the Emperor to the
right is engraved anaglyptically on a ground-work of
vertical lines, within a pearled upright oval frame, round
which, on a solid band of colour, are the inscriptions
similar to those in the kreuzer series, the word “ gulden -
being substituted for “ kreuzer” at the top and bottom.
The discs intercept the oval band at the four angles,
and the numeral is uncoloured, on an engine-turned

Fio, 27.
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ground. At the foot is the value in words, on a ground
of horizontal lines. The design is shown in Fig. 29.

The stamps of this issue are well engraved, and the paper
employed is peculiar, being a species of what is called
granite paper, in which there are numbers of brown
threads in the pulp, like hairs, about iin. long, not disposed
in any order. The sheets bear the watermark, “K. K.
Brief-Marken.” The perforation varies, the kreuzer issue
ordinarily between 9™ and 13, while that of the gulden is
11~ and 13.

The following are the values and colours of those issued
in 1890:

43. ikr., grey, numerals in black.

44. 12kr., rose, numerals in black.

45, 15kr., violet, numerals in black.

46. 24kr., pale blue, numerals in black.

47. 30kr., pale yellow-brown, numerals in black,
48. igld., dark blue.

49. 2gld., carmine.

The remaining values of the series were added in 1891 :

50. 2kr., light yellow-brown, numerals in black.
51. 3kr., grey-green, numerals in black.

52. 5kr., rose, numerals in black.

53. iokr., French blue, numerals in black.

54. 20kr., bronze-green, numerals in black.

55. 50kr., violet, numerals in black.

In September, 1891, in consequence, it is said, of the
forgery of some of the higher kreuzer values, the design of
these was altered, the head of the Emperor being on an
octagonal ground of horizontal lines within a similarly shaped
frame. On the top, bottom, and sides are the same in-
scriptions as before, but in white letters on a coloured ground.
On each of the slanting sides is a plain white tablet, on which
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is the numeral of value (Fig. 28). The paper is as before,
with brown threads in it
The values and colours are :
56. 20kr., light bronze-green, numerals in black.
57. 24kr., blue, numerals in black.
58. 30kr., light yellow-brown, numerals in black.
59. 50kr., violet, numerals in black
In January, 1896, the colours of the 1 and 2 gulden
were altered.
60. igld., grey-lilac.
61. 2gld., light green.

Stamps of th’s issue, surcharged, in Turkish currency.

At various times since the issue of September ist,
1890, according as the stamps were required, they were

Fig. 28 Fig. 29,

surcharged with values in Turkish currency (Fig. 29). The
following of this issue have been so surcharged :

44, 2kr., yellow-brown, with 8 para.

45, 3kr., green, with 10 para.

46. 5kr., rose, with 20 para.

47. iokr., blue, with 1 piaster.

48. 20kr., olive, with 2 piaster, (ist type.)

49. 20kr., olive, with 2 piaster. (2nd type.)

5u. 50kr., violet, with 5 piaster, (ist type.)
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B1l. 50kr., violet, with 5 piaster. (2nd type.)
52. igld., blue, with 10 piaster.

53. 2gld., carmine, with 20 piaster.

54. igld., grey-lilac, with 10 piaster.

55. 2gld., light green, with 20 piaster.

This completes the history of the ordinary adhesive
postage-stamps up to 1897.

Postage Due Stamps.

On January ist, 1894, a series of stamps for unpaid
letters was issued. The design shows the value in the
centre of a transverse oval on a plain ground, surrounded

by a band, the whole within an oblong

rectangular frame. In the upper part

of the middle of the band is the

inscription “ KAIS. KOENIGL, OESTERR.

post,” and in the lower part “ porto-

marke,” and in the centre the numeral

with “kreuzer” printed across it (Fig.

Fig. 2. 30). The impression of the whole

series is in two shades of light brown,

that part of the band carrying the inscription, and the

numeral in the centre, being in the darker shade, while all

the rest is in the lighter shade. The perforation is ordinarily

117, but is very irregular, varying like that of the current
issue of ordinary postage-stamps.

Although the original decree ordering the issue only
mentioned the 1, 3, 5 10, 20, and 50 kreuzer, yet other
values have been issued since, and it now consists of r, 2
3) 556, 7, 10, 20, and 50 kreuzer, all in two shades of brown.

Newspaper Stamps.

These stamps were intended to prepay the postage on
journals and other periodical publications, and were first
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issued on January ist, 1851. They had no value upon
them, and were used both in Austria proper and in the
Italian States. The paper on which they were printed was
the same as that employed for the adhesive postage-stamps,
to which they formed an adjunct. They were similarly
gummed, but none of the issues have ever been officially
perforated.

Issue |I.

Date ok Issue.—January ist, Paper.— Hand-made greyish
185t. white wove, thick and thin.

Design.—Head of Mercury. Impression.—Typographic.

The design consisted of a small square, showing the head
of Mercury on an obliquely waved ground within a frame,
in which at the top was “ zeitungs,” at
the foot “ stampel,” on the left side
“ K. K.,” and on the right “ post ” (Fig.

31). A decree of September 12th, 1850,

makes mention only of an issue in blue,

and the order of the Minister of the

same date explains that each publisher

of newspapers can purchase the stamps,

which were nominally of the value of fig. 3L

ikr., at the rate of 1 florin per 100

(the florin being then of the value of 6okr.). A subsequent
decree of December 3rd, 1850, provided for the introduction
of yellow and red stamps, to be used in mailing several
copies under one wrapper. It has always been a tradition
that one yellow was equivalent to ten blue, and one red,
or rather rose, was equivalent to fifty blue. But in the
decree there was a regulation that newspapers for the
interipr, which appeared in monthly, bi-monthly, or weekly
editions, might be sent to any part of the empire for one
blue stamp per ounce. It would seem, therefore, that one
yellow stamp would frank ten daily journals under one
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band, or ten ounces of periodical literature, and the red
stamp five times that quantity.

The issue lasted till November ist, 1858, and during the
course of it three varieties of the type of the blue stamp
are to be found. They are not easily distinguishable, but
they may be noted thus : In the first, the “s” in“ stamper”
is an ordinary one, and well-shaped ; in the second, the
head is long, and the top of the letter looks like a swan’s
neck and head ; in the third, the “s” has no terminating
point, and is like a worm. That this appears to be the
correct order in which the types appeared, is confirmed by
the fact that the second type is found used in 1852, and
that the reprints of this stamp, made in 1865, 1871, and
1884, are all of the third type, the only plate then appearing
to be in existence ; but the original die is still in existence,
and this is of the first type.* Specimens of the second type
are rare, and the discovery of it is due to the researches of
Herr Friedl, of Vienna. The supply of the rose colour
became exhausted ; but there was in the hands of the
Government a stock printed in vermilion, and by a decree
of March 2ist, 1856, the yellow stamps were reduced to
the same value as the blue ones, and the vermilion stamps
were issued to take the place of the yellow ones. No
further change was made till the decree of October 14th,
1858, which announced the new issue according to the new
value of the kreuzer, when the vermilion stamp was ordered
to be withdrawn, and the blue ones were to be used up
simultaneously with the new issue of journal stamps,
which took place on November ist, 1858. The rest of the
stock of the vermilion stamps was destroyed in 1865.

* Some philatelists distinguish the reprints by the uG," as in the reprints that
letter has no cross-bar. In the originals, the blue one is found both with and
without cross-bar to the G, but the other three (yellow, rose, and red) are all
from the die with cross-bar. The gum in the two first reprints is yellow, and
in that of 1884, white. *
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The same plates served for the impressions in blue,
yellow, and red, and the sheets consisted of four panes
of ioo stamps each. The plates seem to have been com-
posed of type-metal casts, and the stamps of the first and
second types were printed typographically— that is, the paper
was damped before printing—as they are uneven in size ;
but the third type was probably printed from electrotypes
by the dry process. These latter had only i millimetre
between them, while the first had i£. The paper, as has
been said, was the same as that employed for the ordinary
postage-stamps, and specimens of the blue are found on
ribbed paper. The gum was also similar. The notice of
these stamps may appear somewhat prolix to a commencing
collector, but they have been much discussed of Ilate.
Specimens of the rose are rare, while those of the red
are the rarest amongst all the Austrian stamps, and there
is no lack of forgeries.

Reprints were, as mentioned above, made in all the
colours, blue, yellow, rose, and red in 1865, 1871, and
1884, which can be distinguished from the originals by
the greater whiteness of the paper, the brightness of
the colours, and the nature of the gum, while the type
also assists.

1. ( ikr.) Blue (shaded) three types.
. (iokr.) Yellow.

. (50kr.) Rose.

. (iokr.) Red.

A WN

Issue Il

Date of Issue.— November Paper.—Machine-made white

1st, 1858. wove.
Design.— Head of Emperor Impression. — Embossed in
to left. colour.

Simultaneously with the issue of the series of ordinary
postage-stamps in the new currency, a journal stamp was
E
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issued of the nominal value of ikr., bearing as its design
the head of the Emperor to the left, embossed on a solid
coloured ground, within a rectangular
frame, as shown in the engraving (Fig.
32). The stamp was printed on similar
paper to that of the ordinary postage-
stamp issue, and similarly gummed.
On March ist, 1859, the colour of
the stamp was altered to lilac, varying
to violet.
5. November ist, 1858. No value
(ikr.), dark blue.
6. March ist, 1859. No value (ikr.), lilac to violet
(shades).

Both these stamps were reprinted in 18D5, 1871, and
1884, but the colours of thg¢ reprints are brighter than
the originals, and the paper and gum are both white.

| ssue II1I.
Date of Issue.—January ist, Paper.—Machine-made white
1861. WOVe.
Design.—Head of Emperor Impression. — Embossed in
to right. colour.

The issue of the series for 1861 was accompanied by
a journal stamp of altered design, show-
ing the head of the Emperor to the
tight, embossed on an upright, oval,
solid coloured ground, within a frame
of fancy shape with inscription as in
the 1ast; but “stemper” is substituted
for “ stamper” (Fig. 33). This stamp
has, like the last, been three times re-

Fc printed, the impression being in lilac
and the gum white.

7. No value (ikr.), lilac, grey-lilac, dark lilac.
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Issue IV.

51

Date of Issue—July i, 1863. Paper.—Machine-made white

Impression. — Embossed in wove.

colour. Design.— Arms.

When the change of design took
place and the Arms were substituted
for the head of the Emperor, a similar
change was made in the journal stamp.
The Arms, embossed on an upright
oval ground, were enclosed within a
rectangular frame with canted angles
(Fig. 34). The inscriptions in the
frame were as before, except that

“stempel” WasS Changed to “staempet.”

This stamp was

reprinted in 1884 on the paper of issue VI.

8. No value (ikr.), lilac and brownish-lilac.

| ssue V.

Date of Issue.— June ist, Paper.—Machine-made white

1867. wove.

Design.—Head of Mercury. I mprf.ssion.— Surface-printed.

When the design of the ordinary postage-stamps appeared,
with the head of the Emperor to the left, in June, 1867,

the journal stamp was changed, and a
return was made to the head of Mer-
cury, which was on a circular solid
ground of colour, with a rectangular
framing, having a Greek pattern be-
tween the outer and inner lines, but
no inscription of any kind. This de-
sign was re drawn, or the die retouched,
twice, as slight variations are found,
dating from about 1874 and 1880.

In the original design the helmet or petasus of Mer-

cury was

mixed

up with the ground, and the hair
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came over the forehead. . The shading of the face was all

shaded in points (Fig. 35).

In the first retouch the external lines
of the framing were rather farther from
the lines enclosing the circular ground,
the hair was more removed from the
forehead, and the shading of the face
was in lines and points (Fig. 36). The
petasus was rendered more salient.

In the retouch of 1880 the shading,
except on the cheek, was in lines, and

the exterior line of the outer circle impinged on the-line

of the rectangular frame, slightly interrupting it.

The colour of the impression varied much, but the following

varieties are found :

9. 1867, no value (ikr.), brown-grey, pale grey-violet,

bright violet, slate.
10. 1874, no value (ikr. 1, slate, dark violet, mauve.

11. 1880, no value (ikr.), mauve, violet-mauve,, grey, slate.

Issue VI
Date of Issue.— October Paper. — Machine - made ;
14th, 1880. watermark “ ZEITTNGS
Design.— Head of Mercury. marken ” in sheet.

Impression.— Surface-priuted.

On October 14th, 1880, a stamp was
issued of the same type as that of 18617,
but with the value “ ~kr.” in the lower
part of the frame (Fig. 37). It was
also exclusively for the use of the
publishers of journals, though a value
was expressed upon it. It was printed
on special paper, watermarked across
the sheet with “ zeitungs marken.”

12. ikr., sea-green, yellow-green, blue-green.
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Newspaper Tax Stamps.

There are a few stamps, which, from the persistence of
album-makers, and from the fact that specimens of some are
scarce, have crept into collections of postage-stamps, though
they are purely and simply fiscal stamps. As collectors will
frequently come across them it will be well to describe them
shortly, and show what they really were.

The design of the first of these showed the Arms of Austria
on an uncoloured ground, within a double-lined square frame
of a little more than 20mm., inscribed at the top “ zeitungs,”

at the bottom the value in kreuzer ; on the left side “ «ais.
kon.” and on the right side “ stampe1” (Fig. 38).

Fig. 38. Fig. 3y.

The issue was authorised by a decree of April 22nd,
1850, but it did not make its appearance until October
ist of that year, and was of the value of 2kr., re-
presenting a tax of that amount imposed on every foreign
newspaper entering the country for distribution within it
The stamp was affixed by the post-office, and the
amount was collected on the delivery.

In March, 1858, consequent on a postal convention
between Austria and other German States, a differential
tax was introduced, and was fixed at 2kr. on newspapers
coming from those States, and at 4kr. on those coming
from other States. The former stamp was withdrawn, and
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new stamps of 2kr. and 4kr. were created, both in the
same colours for Austria, and in another colour for the
Italian States (Fig. 39). The design of these stamps
differed from that of the previous issue in the angle
ornaments of the frame, and in the size of the type of
the inscriptions, but in other respects were similar. On
November 23rd, 1853, the rates were altered, and the tax
on German papers was reduced to ikr.,, and that on the
papers of other countries to 2kr. The stamp of 4kr. was
withdrawn, both in Austria and in Austrian Italy, and a
new value of ikr. created, printed in blue for the former
and in black for the latter. The colour of the 2kr. was
also in both cases slightly modified.

Until 1867 the stamps were printed by typography from
type-metal casts, in sheets of 100, the paper being similar
to that in use for the postage-stamps current at the time,
when they were printed on the special paper in which
was the watermark - :f.itungs stemper.” None of the
stamps were ever perforated. The following is a summary
of the various issues :

OCrop,er ist, 1850.
. The stamp bore a small ornament in each angle, in
which dots were arranged so as to form a cross (Fig. 38).
2kr., green (shades).

This stamp was reprinted about 1871, but the colour is
brighter than in the Original. The paper and gum are
also both whiter.

M arch 28th, 1858.
The ornaments in the angles were circular, as in the
engraving (Fig. 39),

Austria.— 2kr., brown.
4kr., brown.



AUSTRIA. 55

Austrian Italy.— 2kr., vermilion.
4kr., vermilion.

N ovember 23RD, 1858

Austria.— ikr., blue.
2kr., red-brown.
Austrian Italy.— ikr., black.
2kr., red.

Of the above, the stamp of 4kr. for Austria, and those
of 2kr. and 4kr. for Austrian Italy of March 28th, 1858,
and the ikr. black for Austrian Italy of November 23rd,
were reprinted about 1871.

In April, 1878, the central design was re-drawn, the
crown was made smaller, as also the shield on the breast

of the eagle (Fig. 40). The Italian States having ceased
to belong to Austria, one series only was issued, con-
sisting of:

ikr., pale blue.

2kr., pale red-brown.

The above type continued in use till 1890, when, on
June ist of that year, the design was changed to one in
which the Arms were enclosed within a circular band,
inscribed “ Kais, konigl, zeitungs-stempet,” and with
the value at the foot (Fig. 41).
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This issue was in two values of i and 2 kreuzer, which
were printed on plain white wove paper,
ikr., yellow-brown.
2kr., green.

About the same time a stamp of larger size was issued
of the value of 25kr,, which appears to have been in-
tended for packets of twenty-five newspapers or periodicals
of a certain weight. The impression is on paper with the
coloured threads. Unlike all the other newspaper-tax stamps
which were not perforated, this stamp is perforated 13.

25kr., carmine-

HUNGARY.

When postage-stamps were first issued for Austria in
1850 the Empire consisted of fourteen provinces on the
Austrian side of the River Leita, and on the other side
were Hungary, including the Military Frontiers, Croatia,
Transylvania, Lombardy, and Venetia. Of these, Lombardy,
as has been already mentioned, was detached in 1859, and
Venetia in i860. Hungary had been treated as a province,
and though the rebellion that had broken out had been
put down by force, yet the discontent of the Magyar people
was so great as to be a source of continual uneasiness at
Vienna. When, however, Austria found itself excluded
from the direction of Germany by its defeat in 1866, which
threatened a disintegration of the Empire, it turned to
Hungary, and after negotiations wiih the Hungarian leaders,
the constitution was restored, and it became once more a
kingdom, the Emperor of Austria being crowned King of
Hungary, at Buda-Pesth, June 8th, 1867. Croatia and
Transylvania, together with the Military Frontiers, which
were formed into a province in 1872, were also added to
Hungary. Although a special post-card for Hungary was
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issued in 1869 it was not till 1871 that a set of adhesives
was issued for that kingdom, the currency in which was the
same as in Austria proper.

Issue |.

Date of Issue.— May 1, 1871. Paper.— Plain white wove.
Design. — Head of King, I mpression.— L ithographed,
and Arms. Perforation.—9l.

The issue consisted of six values, 2, 3, 5, 10, 15, and
25 kreuzer, the design showing the head of the Emperor
Francis Joseph to the right on an uncoloured circular ground,
under which were the national arms sur-
mounted by the crown of St. Stephen,
and on each side were discs in solid
colour, the left one carrying the numeral
of value and the right one “kr.” In
the spandrels, or upper angles of the
frame, were rosettes.

The series was issued printed by
lithography, the transfers for which were fig. +2
copied from the dies prepared for the
second issue, which began to be circulated four months
after. These lithographed impressions are now becoming
scarce, except in a used state, and are readily distin-
guishable from the engraved series by the blurred character
of the impression, especially in that of the beard (Pig.
42). They were printed on plain white wove paper,
and the perforation was 9~  Although these lithographed
impressions began to be replaced by the next issue in
August, 1871, there are a great many shades of colour,
considering the short time that the series was current.

The following are the values and colours :

1. 2kr., pale and dark yellow.
2. 3kr., yellow-green and brighter green.
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'3  5kr., red and rose.

4. iokr., pale blue, blue, dark blue.

5. 15kr., pale and dark yellow-brown.
6. 25kr., lilac, violet, and bright violet.

The whole of the values are known unperforated, but a
series of envelopes was issued at the same time, comprising
all the values except that of 25kr. Imperforate specimens
are frequently met with which have been made from the
stamps on the envelopes.

I ssue |IlI.
Commencement of Issue.— Design, Paper, and Per-
August, 1871 foration as before.
Impression.— Line-engraved.

In the month of August the engraved stamps commenced
to make their appearance, the 2, 3, 5,
and 10 kreuzer being issued in that
month, the 15kr. two months after, and
the 25kr. early in 1872 (Fig. 43). The
stamps were engraved in recess, and
printed from steel plates, the impression
being on plain white wove paper, and
the perforation was gt. The colours were
more distinct than in the lithographed
series, and may be described as :

7. 2kr., yellow and orange-yellow.
8. 3kr., green and dark green,

c. 5kr., red and carmine red.

10. iokr,, dark blue.

11. 15kr., brown and dark brown.
12. 25kr., mauve.

The entire series of these stamps is also known, printed
in 1885 on the watermarked paper, and in the colours
then in use. These stamps are classed as reprints by some
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philatelists, while others consider they were rather irr the
nature of proofs. They were preforated n”.

Issue IIl.

Commencement of Issue.— Paper. — (i) Plain white
October rst, 1874. wove; (2) Watermarked

Design. — Envelope with white wove (1881).
Crown above. Impression.— Line-engraved.

Perforation.—V arious.

The issue with the head of the Emperor did not continue
in use more.than about three years and a half, when it was
superseded by another engraved issue, the design of which
was an envelope, with the crown of Hungary above, and
a post-horn below, with laurel branches up *
the sides. In an upturned curve below
iS “magyar kir. posta.” (Royal Hunga-
rian post.) (Fig. 44.)

This series, like the former, was printed
from plates engraved in recess. The
figures of value and the inscriptions appear
to be in a darker shade than the rest of the
stamp, but this is only because they have
been more deeply engraved. In some of
the values the colours are very bright, which is said to be attri-
butable to their having been printed in aniline colours.

The impression was on plain white paper, and the per-
foration was 117, 127, 13, and compound, the perforation
being done by a single-line machine. The following are
the values and colours :

13.  2kr., dull lilac, reddish-lilac.

14. 3kr., yellow-green, deep green.

15.  5kr., vermilion, rose, carmine (1878).
16. iokr., blue, deep blue.

17. 20kr., greenish-black.

The last-named value was not issued till May 15th, 1876.
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In April, 1881, the stamps began to appear on paper
with a special watermark of interlacing circles of about
33mm. in diameter, with the initials Kk 1 in the centre of
each circle (Fig. 45). The colours of the impression
remained the same, or virtually so, though various shades are

Fig. 45

to lie found, as in the issue of 1874. The perforation is
generally 11, 13, or 13"

Continuation of Issue IlI.

Date of lIssue.—June ist, Paper.—Watermarked white

1887. wove (1881).
Design.— Resembling that of Impression—T ypographed.
1874. Perforation,— Various.

An addition to the existing series was made on June ist,
1887, values of 8kr., 12kr., 15kr., 24kr., 30kr., and 50kr., as
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also of i and 3 florins, being issued. The new values were
not printed by the copperplate process, but by surface-
printing. The design was virtually the same as in the issue
of 1881, but the envelope in the centre was made smaller,
the inscriptions were in larger letters, and the numerals of
value were printed in a different colour from the rest of
the stamp (Fig. 46). The impression
pf the stamp was made on paper water-
marked as in the issue of 1881, but
with vertical coloured lines printed on
it The course of printing seems, by
examination of the stamps, to have been
that the numerals of value were printed
on the lined ground before the rest of
the stamp, as the coloured lines de-
fining the edges of the envelope are
clearly printed over the numerals. The perforation was
117, but other gauges are found. The values and colours
were as follow :
18. 8kr., orange on orange lines, numeral in black.
19. 12kr., brown on green lines, numeral in black.
20. 15kr., lake-red on blue lines, numeral in black.
2Xx. 24kr., green on pink lines, numeral in black.
22. 30kr., olive-green on purple lines, numeral in

black.
23. 50kr., vermilion on orange lines, numeral in black.
24. i florin, blue-grey on silver lines, numeral in red.

25. 3 florins, violet on gold lines, numeral in red.
The gumming on all the stamps of Hungary is similar
to that on the other Austrian stamps, and is said to be
bone-glue.
The stamps are almost universally obliterated with a
dated stamp of the receiving office, but without the year.
This is ordinarily circular, but at times is in a straight line.
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Newspaper Stamps.

| ssue |.

Date of lIssue.— Type l.: Design. — Crown of St
May ist, 1871. Typell.: Stephen, with post-horn
1872. below.

Paper. — Plain white wove, Impression. — Typographed.

and slightly azured, 1873. XoT Perforated.

When the ordinary postage-stamps were issued in May,
1871, they were accompanied by a stamp for newspapers,
on which no value was expressed, but it was equivalent to
ikr. The design consisted of the crown with a post-horn
below, the mouthpiece of which was to the right, on a

Fig. 47. Fig. 48.

circular plain uncoloured ground. This is within a rect-
angular frame, composed of conventional ornamental work.
The stamps were surface-printed on plain white paper,*
and were not perforated (Fig. 47).

i. No value, bright red, red.

In the following year the design was modified by
changing the position of the post-horn, which was altered
so that the mouthpiece was towards the leftt The im-

* Some philatelists consider that the newspaper stamps of 1871, 1872, and 1874
were lithographed, as also the newspaper tax stamps; but the better opinion

seems to be that they were surface-printed. The defects probably arose from
careless printing, and gave colour to the supposition that they were lithographed.
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pression was on similar paper to the preceding, but it is
also found on paper slightly azured (Fig. 48).

2. No value, bright red, red.

| ssue II.

Date Issue.— Oct. ist, Design, Paper, &, as in
1874. Issue I1l. Page 59.

On the appearance of the ordinary postage-stamps of the
new design in 1874, the design of the value for news-
papers was also changed, and a stamp similar in design to
that of the general series was introduced, bearing the
numeral “ 1” on the envelope in the
centre. The only difference in the de-
sign (Fig. 49) consisted in the back-
ground not extending into the four
angles of the framing, these, technically
termed the spandrels, being left clear.

The stamp was surface-printed, and was
not perforated.

The impression was on plain white
wove paper, but towards the latter part
of its existence the paper was that watermarked with
interlacing circles, in each of which was k. L. Both issues
were imperforate.

Fig. 49.

3. ikr., orange, yellow (shades).

Issue III.

Date of Issue.—June ist, Design, Paper, &c, as in
1887. Continuation of Issue Il1.
Page 60.

On the issue of the supplementary values in 1887 a
new stamp of ikr. was issued, of the same type as that of
the ordinary current stamps, but printed on the water-
marked paper without its being first printed with vertical
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lines. The stamp was perforated and is also found
with other gauges.

4. ikr., black.

These two stamps, Nos. 3 and 4, are generally cata-
logued as newspaper stamps, but there is nothing on the
face of them to denote their exclusive use, nor have we
found any regulation of the post-office forbidding them to
be used for letters.

Newspaper Tax Stamps.

On August ist, 1868, two sets of newspaper tax stamps
of i and 2 kreuzer were issued for a similar purpose
of taxing foreign journals as existed throughout the Empire.

i The first of these consisted of stamps of ikr. and

2kr., surface-printed on plain white paper. Their use was
confined to the “ Military Frontiers,” and they ivere sup-
pressed March 12th, 1872, when these were created into a
province and added to Hungary. The design of both
values resembled to some extent the stamps for Hungary
proper, one of which is shown below, and bore a similar
inscription, but the details differ; they may, however, at
once be recognised, as the value il ikr.” or *“ 2kr.” in the
centre is in shaded numerals and letters.

Specimens of these are exceedingly
scarce, and collectors, at the time they
were in use, had the greatest difficulty
in obtaining them.

The ikr. was printed in blue ; the
2kr. in brown.

2. The other set,
values, was for Hungary, and was
surface-printed on paper watermarked

ZEiTUNGS marken ~ in the sheet. The design of the 2kr.

consi
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is shown in the annexed engraving (Fig. 50). In the ikr.
the design is modified, the shield with the Arms being at
the top, and there are scrolls with inscriptions in Hungarian
across the circular band starting from each angle.

The values and colours are :

ikr., blue and bright blue.
2kr, brown, reddish yellow-brown.

In 1890 these stamps appeared printed on the paper
watermarked with k 1 in interlacing circles. The impres-
sion still remains in blue for the ikr., and in brown for
the 2kr.
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The postal administration of the Grand Duchy of Baden
was formerly in the hands of the house of Thurn and Taxis ;
but the wars of the French Revolution, followed by those
of the first Empire, so dislocated the service that Baden,
in common with some of the other German States, withdrew
from the Thurn and Taxis monopoly, and established an
independent postal administration.  Since December 3lst,
1871, the separate administration of Baden has ceased to
exist, and the Post Office is now under the control of the
general postal administration of the German Empire.

The currency of Baden, so long as it continued to issue
postage-stamps of its own, was that of the other South
German States, being the florin, equivalent to about is. 8d.,
divided into 60 kreuzer.

The Numeral Series.

Date of lIssue—May ist, Design.—Numeral of value in

1851. the centre.
Paper.—Plainwove, coloured. Impression.—Typograplied.
Imperforate.

On April 6th, 1850, a Postal Convention was concluded
between Austria and Prussia for the interchange of corre-
spondence at certain fixed rates, and the other States
of Germany were invited to give in their adherence to the
Postal Union thus established. One of the Articles of this
Convention provided that correspondence circulating within
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the States belonging to the Union should, as a rule, be
prepaid, and that the prepayment should be effected by
stamps as soon as it was practicable. It was also provided
that letters on which the postage had not been prepaid
should be forwarded, but an extra charge should in that
case be collected from the recipient, and that when they
were insufficiently prepaid this extra charge should be double
the deficiency.

Fig. 51 Fig. 5i.

Fig. 53. Fig. 54.

Baden early determined to adhere to the Union, but as
the Legislative Assembly, whose sanction was requisite,
did not meet till the autumn, the interval was employed
in making enquiries as to the most economical and the
safest system of manufacturing the stamps that could be
carried out in the country; and the authorities ultimately
recommended that the stamps should be printed on coloured
paper in the ordinary typographic presses in use at the
University Printing Office.  When the Legislative Assembly

F 2
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met, it agreed to the recommendations, and sanctioned the
issue of stamps of i, 3, 6, and 9 kreuzer; and the order
for the dies was at once given to C. Naumann, of Frank-
fort, and that for the paper to a local paper-maker, the
paper to be of different colours according to the value of
the stamps. The dies were engraved on copper in relief,
and consisted of two parts : the numeral of value was in
the centre on a circular ground, the pattern of which varied
in each value; while the rectangular frame was the same
for all the values (Figs. 51 to 54).

The inscription “ vaden ” was in the frame at the top
in German capitals, “ Freimarke” at the bottom in German
lower-case with a capital initial; on the left *“ Deutsch :
Oestr : Postverein ” (German-Austrian Postal Union), and
on the right “ Vertrag v. 6 April, 1850” (Convention of
April 6th, 1850), all in diamond German low-er-case with
capital initials.

On December 20th, 1850, Naumann completed his work,
consisting of dies for the four values, and 100 electrotypes
taken from each of them, except of the ikr., of which only
fifty electros were delivered, it having been determined to
print the ikr. in sheets of forty-five, in five rows of nine,
and the other values in sheets of ninety, in ten rows of nine.

The paper was coloured wove, machine-made. That for
the ikr. was a dull drab; that for the 3kr. was orange-yellow,
of which there were two shades, a few quires being darker
than the rest; that for the 6kr. was pale green of a bluish
tint; and that for the 9kr., though described as red, was
rose-red with a tinge of violet.

The printing ivas in black, ordinary printers’ ink being
employed, and was at once commenced by the University
printer, who completed and gummed by the end of February,
1851, what was considered sufficient to last for a year, but
the issue did not take place till May ist following. Shortly
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after this it was found that a second impression would soon
be necessary, and this was completed in August, 1851. In
this second printing there was a difference in the colour of
the 3kr., which was a brimstone-yellow, and also of the
6kr., which was vyellow-green. In the second impression
the sheets of ikr. were composed of 50 stamps, and those
of the other values of 100 stamps, in ten horizontal rows.
The first impression was badly gummed, which the printer
attributed to the work having been done in the winter, so
that it was determined for the future that, as far as possible,
the estimated supply should be printed and gummed during
the summer months. The gum was brown and brittle,
wanting in tenacity, and many sheets of the first impression
were destroyed on account of the bad gumming.

In the summer of 1853 there was another printing, when
the colours of the ikr., 3kr., and 6kr. were altered, the ikr.
being printed on plain white wove, and the 3kr. and 6kr.
exchanged colours. Fifty additional electrotypes of the ikr.
were added, so that all the values were printed in sheets of
100. Further printings were made in 1854, 1855, and
1857, which showed no alteration; but in that of 1858
the colour of the 3kr. was changed from green to blue, it
being stated that the green paper would not take the gum
well, and great complaints had been made by the various
post-offices of the non-adhesiveness of that particular value.
There was only one other printing, that of 1859, of the
numeral series, which was superseded in 1861 by one
bearing the Arms of the State. None of these stamps were
ever perforated.

The Numeral Series may be summed up in the order of
the issues as follow :

1. May ist, 1851. ikr., black on drab.
2. N 3kr., black on dark yellow, and
yellow.
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May ist, 1851. 6kr., bluish green.4
. 9kr., black on rose-red,
May ist, 1852. ikr,, black on darker drab,
3kr., black on bright yellow.
3 6kr., black on yellowish-green,
Jan. ist, 1854. tkr., black on white.
Feb. ist, 1854. 3kr., black on green.
6kr., black on bright yellow.
9kr., black on rose-red (lighter
than before).
12. Dec. ist, 1858. 3kr., black on blue.

© oY o uh w

The whole of these stamps, with the exception of the
9kr., were reprinted about 1867, and were sold to a dealer

Fig. 55- Fig. 56.

about 1872 after the administration had been transferred to
that of the German Empire. The colours of the paper do
not vary much from the originals, as in these the colours
are by no means constant, but in the ikr. drab, the
paper is dark and decidedly thicker. The green and the
blue paper have both a greyish tint. The best test is, that
the paper of the reprint is thicker, except in the 6kr. yellow,
and the gum whiter and tougher, not crackly as in the
originals.*

* One well-authenticated error has been discovered. A sheet of the green paper
was accidentally printed with 9kr. in placc of 6kr.
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The obliterating marks are for the most part five concentric
circles, with the index number of the post-office in the
centre (Fig. 55). The highest number appears to be 177.
Others are found with only four concentric circles (Fig. 56).
Obliterations of a toothed wheel with a number in the centre
are also found, but these are rare, as they were principally
confined to the rural posts, which were not in operation
till about 1859.

The Arms Series, Type |I.

Commencement of Issuf..— Design.—Arms, on a lined
i860. ground and on white
Perforation.— 13 till about ground.

June, i86r; alter that, 10. Paper.—Plain white wove:
Impression.—Typogi-aphed.

As the electfotypes used for printing the Numeral Series
had become so worn that it was necessary to provide new
sets for all the values, it was determined at the same time to
change the design, and adopt in its place one with the Arms
of the State, as had been done in the neighbouring kingdom
of Wurtemberg, in the year 1857 ; and there was also a
general desire that the stamps should be perforated, for
which purpose it was agreed to purchase a perforating-
machine jointly with the Postal Administration of Wurtem-
berg, the machine to be set up at Carlsruhe. It was further
determined not to print the new stamps like those of
Wurtemberg, in which the Arms were embossed on a ground
of colour, but to print the Arms in colour on a linear
ground. The preparation of the dies was entrusted to
L. Kurz, an engraver of Frankfort, who undertook to engrave
the dies and to furnish no electrotypes of each value of
ikr., 3kr., 6kr., and 9kr. Kurz, who is still living, states
that he engraved the dies in relief on copper with the aid
of aquafortis, and he delivered them, together with the elec-
trotypes, at the end of December, 1859.
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The design showed the Arms of Baden with supporters
within a square frame on a lined background. In the frame
at the top was “ naaen”; at the bottom was the value; up
the left side was “ Freimarke”; and down the right side
“postverein,” all in Egyptian capitals on a solid ground of
colour (Fig. 57). The colour selected for the ikr. was
black ; that for the 3kr., Berlin blue; that ior the 6kr.,
dark chrome-yellow ; and that for the 9kr., Munich cochineal
lake, the printer being directed to give particular attention
to keep the tint alike in the various printings—an order
which he failed to observe.

AlMnn3n;
_ Ko i

Fio. s57- Fig. 58.

The plates for each of the values consisted of 100 elec-
trotypes, in 10 rows of 10, but no printing took place till
the summer of 860, when a supply of ikr. and 3kr. was
furnished, the impression being on plain white paper of
home manufacture, some of which was very flimsy. Experi-
ments were also made in the gumming, half of those
printed in i860’ being gummed with the Austrian adhesive
matter made of bone-glue, and the other half with the
Saxony gum made of Syriac gum and glycerine. The
latter was preferred, and all subsequent issues were gummed
with it.

The perforating machine having arrived from Vienna, was
employed for the new issue. It gave a gauge of 135, and
perforated an entire sheet at a time.
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Later in the summer of 860, a supply of stamps of
6kr, was printed, the colour of which was a fine orange-
yellow, very different from the pale tint of the printing of
the following year, when supplies of all the values were
ordered to be printed.

After little more than 60,000 sheets of the 3kr. had
been printed, it was found that some of the electrotypes were
too much worn to be any longer serviceable, and the
Government took advantage of this circumstance to ascer-
tain whether a modification of the design would not be
desirable in order to render the central portion more dis-
tinct. Some of the electrotypes of the 3kr. were therefore
given to the engraver Kurz, that he might try the effect
of altering the background. On one of these electros he
removed every alternate line, and on another the whole
of the lines. The latter was preferred, and he consequently
altered all the dies by removing the linear background
(Fig. 58). It was also determined to alter the colours, so
as to make them in conformity with those of the other
States of the Union, and the 3kr. was directed for the
future to be printed in rose, the 6kr. in Berlin blue, and the
9kr. in umber. A wish had also been expressed to have
stamps of a higher value than 9kr., and values of i8kr.
and 30kr. were recommended to be issued. The dies for
these two values were delivered in October, 1861, but no
stamps of the altered design were printed until March,
1862, when 2000 sheets of the 3kr. were delivered.

Later on in the year 1872 further impressions of the 3kr.
of the altered design were delivered, as also supplies of the
new value of i8kr. and 30kr.; but the printings in that
year of the ikr., 6kr.,, and 9kr. were from the old plates
with the lined background. There being urgent need for
the 2000 sheets of the 3kr. delivered in the preceding
March, they were at once perforated.
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Before any other of the stamps printed in 1862 were
perforated, it became necessary to overhaul the machine,
and it was fitted with larger punches, giving a gauge of 10
in place of 13®, and all the remainder of the impressions
of the 3kr. were perforated in the altered machine, as also
all the other values printed in 1862. The consequence was,
that as only 2000 sheets of the 3kr, were perforated prior
to the alteration of the machine, that stamp, perforated 13",
has become very rare in an unused state.

One other small printing of the ikr. and 9kr., with
linear background, was made in 1863 ; but the sub-
sequent printings of these stamps, and of the 6kr., were
all made from electros taken from the altered dies. The
last printing of the 6kr. was in a more washy tint of blue
than before, and that of the 9kr. was a pale yellow-brown.

The printings in the years 864 to 1867 were all from
the electros of the dies from which the background had
been removed, and comprised supplies of all the values.
There are considerable variations in the tints of the
colours, more especially in those of the 6kr. and 9kr.,
the blue in the former being at times ultramarine, and the
brown of the latter being commonly of a russet-brown tint.

The perforation was uniformly that gauging 10, and
was frequently very carelessly done, the stamps being
what collectors term “ badly centred,” too little
margin was left on one side and too much on the
opposite one.

As some considerable alterations were made in the
design and the values in 1868, it will be better to give a
summary of the Arms Series up to that date :

Issue of 1i860. Arms with lined background, per-
forated 13J.

13. ikr., black.
14.  3kr., light Prussian blue, ultramarine.
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15.  6kr., orange-red, chrome-yellow.
16.  9kr., carmine.

Issue of 1862. Arms with lined background, per-
forated io.
17. ikr., black.
18.  6kr., Prussian blue(shades).
19.  9kr., chestnut-brown, light yellow-brown (1863).

Issue of 1862. Arms with white background, per-
forated 13k

20. 3kr., rose.

Issue of 1863. Arms with white background, per-
forated 10.

21. ikr., black (1864).

22.  3kr., rose (1863).

23.  6kr., ultramarine (1863), Prussian blue (1865),
ultramarine (1867).

24. 9kr., light yellow-brown, russet-brown (1867)

25. i8kr., chrome-green.

26. 30kr., cinnabar-red, dark chrome-yellow.

The Arms Series, Type /Il

Commencement of Issue.— Paper and Impression.—As
1868. in last issue.

Design.— Armsonuncoloured Perforation.— 10.
ground. Type II.

At the end of 1867 the North German Postal Con-
federation, which was then formed, established a new scale
of rates, to come into operation on January ist, 1868, by
which letters under \oz. were charged 3kr., and those
between Joz. and “oz., 7kr. The Baden Post Office
reported the necessity of creating a new stamp of 7kr,
and, with regard to the stock in hand, recommended
the withdrawal of the i8kr., for which the demand was
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very small, and reported that the stock in hand of the
6kr., 9kr., and 30kr. was sufficient to last for many years.

It was, therefore, determined to issue a stamp of
7kr., and, as the electros of the ikr. and 3kr. were
worn, to order new dies for these three values, of a
modified design, the engraving of which was entrusted
to a local engraver. His work is far
inferior to that of Kurz, who engraved
the dies for the former series. The
inscriptions remained as before, except
that “ Freimarke ” was substituted for
“postverein 7 in the right border, and
the value at the foot was in larger
characters, and contracted to “ kr.~
(Fig. 59-)

The colour of the ikr. was changed to green; that of
the 3kr. was not altered ; and that of the 7kr. was blue,
which was ordered to be of a darker tone than that of the
existing 6kr.

During the years 1868, 1869, 1870, and 1871 there were
printings from all the new types of the ikr., 3kr., and
7kr., except that there was none of the last of these
values in 1870.

On December 31st, 1871, the Postal Administration of
Baden ceased to exist as a separate institution, and on
January ist, 1872, its stamps were superseded by those
of the German Empire.

The issue of 1868 consisted of the following, all per-
forated 10 :

27. ikr., yellow-green (shades).
28.  3kr., carmine-red (shades).
29. 7kr., Prussian blue.

There have been no reprints of any of the stamps of

the Arms series. Most of the values are common, except

Fig. 59.
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the 3kr. rose without lined background, perforated 13®
(No. 20). The i8kr. green is not common, used or
unused ; and the 30kr. is common unused, but not so
when used.

The obliteration was principally made with the date-
stamp, either round or straight, and either in blue or
black. That of the fine-toothed wheel is also found, but
generally on the 3kr.

There are very few dangerous forgeries of these stamps,
as, for the most part, except the i8kr. and 30kr., they were
not worth forging. A careful examination of the dotted
work on the shield is sufficient to detect them without
going into any further' differences.

Land Post Stamps.

These stamps, as their name implies, were rural stamps.
The rural post was first established in Baden in 1859, the
principal object being to establish a messenger service to
connect the rural villages that had no post-offices with the
nearest State post-office. It also conveyed postal matters
(letters and parcels) between the villages, and was used for
collecting the delivery charges on parcels and for various
other purposes, such as collecting and conveying money.
It had an organisation of its own, distinct from that of the
State post, to which, nevertheless, it was an adjunct. In the
year 1862, a Grand Ducal decree, under date of September
26th, 1862, was issued for the improvement of this post;
and stamps of the value of ikr., 3kr, and 12kr. were
ordered to be prepared for its use. These stamps bore
only the numeral in the centre, above which was “ 1ana-
post,” and underneath “ porto-marke "—that is, “ postage-
stamp,” or, rather, “ postage-due stamp”— the word *“ Frei
marke,” or *“franking stamp,” being always employed in
Germany, where the affixing of the stamp signifies that
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prepayment of the sum expressed on it has been made.
The stamps were not sold to the public, but were used
only by the officials of the rural post (Fig. 60).

The stamps were manufactured by
the Grand Ducal Administration, and
were all printed in black on plain wove
yellow paper. They were of the same
size as those of the State issues, and
were perforated io.

They are rarely to be found can-
celled, but are common enough unused,

Eto. 60. as on the sale of stamps in 1872
nearly a million of them were sold to
Goldner, of Hamburg. The obliterations for the most
part consist of a number ,within a small wheel, either
plain or with a fine-toothed edge ; while others are found
with an oval post-mark, bearing the names of the receiving
local office and the State office with which it was in
connection. For those who may be curious to know more
about them, we would refer to some papers in the Phila-
telic Record, vol. XV.

1. ikr., black on yellow.
2. 3kr., black on yellow.
3. 12kr., black on yellow.
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Bavaria was the first German State that adopted adhesive
postage-stamps, an ordinance of King Maximilian, dated
June b5th, 1849, ordering the necessary preparations to be
made for an issue of stamps of 1,3, and 6 kreuzer. The
currency was that of the other South German States, viz. :
The florin, equivalent to about is. 8d., divided into 6okr.
In 1874-5 the Imperial currency of marks and pfennigé
superseded the South German in 1876, 37kr. being
considered as equivalent to iopf.

The stamps, like those of Baden, may be primarily
divided into two parts : those in which the design consists
of a large numeral of value, and those in which the Arms
of the country figure as the central design.

The Numeral Series.

Issue |I.

Commencement of Issue.— Paper.— Greyish white wove,
November ist, 1849. with red threads.
Design.— Numeral in centre. Impression.— Tvpograpbed.
Imperforate.

This issue, made on November ist, 1849, consisted of
three values, 1, 3, and 6 kreuzer, which were required for
prepaying the rates within the kingdom. The design,
common to all, showed a doubie-lined numeral, ornamented
with arabesques, within a square frame 20mm. by 20mm
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outside measure, the interior space, in which was the
numeral, being 12mm. by 12mm. In the upper part of
the frame was “iiayern,” and in the lower “ franco,”
while in the right was “ kreuzer,” and in the left the
number in words (ein, drei, sechs), all in Egyptian capitals.
In the small squares in the angles were the numerals of
value, on a ground chequered like that of the Arms of
Bavaria

In the ikr. the numeral in the centre was on a ground
of mazework occupying the whole of the interior square.
In the 3kr, and 6kr. the numeral was on a circular ground
of solid colour, the external edges of which were slightly

Fig. 61. Fig. 62. Fig. 63.

intercepted by the inner lines of the frame, the spandrels,
or spaces in the angles, being filled up with arabesque
ornaments (Figs. 61, 62, and 63).

The dies were engraved on steel by a Munich engraver,
and the printing-plates were constructed of separate blocks
made from the dies and clamped together in a printer’s
chase, In the ikr. these blocks were made of casts taken
from the die in type-metal, ninety of which, in ten rows
of nine, constituted the printing-plate. In the 3kr. and
6kr. the blocks were made from impressions of the dies
struck at the Mint in brass, and soldered on to bars ot
iron in horizontal rows of five, nine of which formed a
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pane of forty-five, and two panes printed side by side
made a sheet.

The ikr. was printed on plain white wove paper, but
for the 3kr. and 6kr. a special greyish-white paper was
employed, in lhe fabric of which red threads were intro-
duced, so arranged that one thread should pass through
each stamp vertically towards the reverse side— that is, the
thread was nearer the surface on the reverse side, though
specimens are found showing it on the face, but this is owing
to the printing being on the wrong side of the paper. The
paper was very similar to that formerly used for the envelopes

~BAYERN

¥

Fig. &4 Fig. 65

of Great Britain, and known as “ Dickinson” paper, from the
name of its inventor, and was made at Pasing, near Munich.
The colours of the stamps were :
1. ikr., black, varying in intensity.
2. 3kr., blue (shades).
3. 6kr., brown (shades).
Bavaria having joined the German Austrian Postal Union,
a new value of 9kr. was added on July ist, 1850,
which was engraved and printed in the same manner as
those of 3kr. and 6kr.; but the circular disc on which
was the numeral of value was. not broken by the lines
of the frame, the circle being complete (Fig. 64). The
impression was on the paper with the red thread in it
4, 9kr,, yellow-green, sea-green.
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In consequence of the rapid wear of the printing-plate
of the ikr., the blocks of which were cast in type-metal,
a new plate, consisting of two panes of forty-five stamps,
was constructed about September, 1850, the blocks being
made of brass similar to those of the other values. The
issue was but small, as, after 2000 impressions had been
taken, it was determined to alter the colour, and to con-
struct a new plate in which the design should be similar
to that of the other values. These Ilater impressions
of the ikr. in black can be distinguished from those
struck from the type-metal blocks by the greater sharpness
and clearness of the design. It may here be mentioned

Fig. 66. Fig. 67.

that in the earlier catalogues the ikr. was recorded as
being found on paper with the red thread in it. Such
specimens no doubt exist, but they are only proofs, and
no issue was made except on plain white wove paper.

In October, 1850, the ikr. appeared in rose, printed
from a new plate, constructed exactly like that of the 9kr,,
and on paper with the red thread. A new plate for the
6kr. was also brought into use, in which the circular part
carrying the value was not broken by the lines of the
frame (Fig. 65). No alteration was, however, made in the
3kr., which continued to appear with the imperfect circle up
to 1867, when, in common with the rest of the values then
current, the design was superseded by that of the Arms.
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On July ist, 1854, a new value of i8kr. was added to
the series (Fig. 66) ; .and on June ist, 1858, another value
of 12kr. (Fig. 67). The series, therefore, at that time
consisted of the following :

5. ikr., Type Il., rose (shades).

6. 3kr., blue (shades), same as No. 2.
7. 6kr., Type Il., brown (shades).

8. gkr., yellow-green, sea-green.

9. 12kr., red (shades).

10. i8kr., yellow, orange-yellow,

The shades of Nos. 5 6, and 7 are very numerous, and
evidence many printings of these values.

Issue II,

On October ist, 1862, a new issue began to appear,
differing from the former one only in the colours, which
were altered to render them more in harmony with those
adopted by the Austrian-German Postal Union. The
stamps in the new colours were issued according as the
stocks in the former colours became exhausted.

n. ikr., orange-yellow, yellow,
12.  3kr., carmine, rose.
13. 6kr., blue.

14. 9kr., brown.
15. 12kr., yellow-green.
16. i8kr., red, orange-red.

There are numerous shades of the above colours, especially
of Nos. 12, 13, and 14, and a collector would do well to
collect at least three varieties. Like as in the former
issues the stamps were all unperferated.

When the stamps were first issued, in 1849, the various
receiving offices were ordered to cancel them with the
ordinary hand-stamp of the office, but these directions
were modified in November, 1849, by an order directing that
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in certain cases pen and ink might be used. On July
20th, 1850, a special hand-stamp was sent to all the post-
offices, resembling a cog-wheel of sixteen cogs, with the
index number of the post-office in the centre (Fig. 68). This
continued to be the usual obliterating mark till November
20th, 1856. On December ist of that year new hand-
stamps were issued, and a fresh indexing of the offices
was made. Between the date of the withdrawal of the old
hand-stamp and the issue of the new one, the dated office-
stamps were used. The new cancelling-stamp was some-
what similar to the former one, but the cogs were broken
by white intervals (Fig. 69). These last continued in use up

to March, 1868, when an order was issued that the oblitera-
tions should for the future be made by the ordinary date-
stamps of the office of departure.

Other cancelling-marks are occasionally found, though
they are rare. The cog-wheel marks are not all alike in
pattern, and there are many small varieties.

The Arms Series.

| ssue |I.

Date of Issue.—Jan. 1,1867. Paper,— Greyish-white wove,

Design. — Arms, with sup- with red thread.
porters. Impression. — Embossed in
Imperforate. colour.

On January ist, 1867, the numeral series was superseded
by one bearing the design of the Arms of the country
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with supporters (Fig. 70). The dies were engraved at the
Mint, and the blocks to form the
plates were struck there, in the same
way as those for the numeral series.
The impression, which was embossed
in relief, was on similar paper, with
a red thread traversing each stamp
vertically ; and the sheet consisted of
sixty stamps in two panes of thirty
Fig. 0 each in six rows of five, the panes
being placed side by side. The values
and colours were as follow :

17. 'ikr., green, yellow-green.

18. 3kr., rose and bright rose.

19. 6kr,, blue and light blue.

20. 9kr., drab and yellowish-drab,

rr. 12kr,, mauve and lilac.

22. i8kr., vermilion-red and brick-red.

In November, 1868, the 9kr. was withdrawn, and a new
value of 7kr. was substituted; the colours of the ikr. and
6kr. were also modified.

23. ikr., blue-green.
24. 6kr., bistre-brown.
25. 7kr., ultramarine blue.

| ssue |II.

Commencement of Issue—  Paper.— Greyish-white laid;
July ist, 1870. lattice watermark.
Designand Impression—~As Perforation.—1lft
in previous issue.

Up to July ist, 1870, the stamps had all been issued
imperforate, but it was now determined to perforate them,
for which purpose it was necessary to dispense with the
use of the threaded paper, and a paper water-marked with
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ribbons of lattice-work was substituted for it (Fig. 71), it
being intended that the lattice-work should show in each
stamp. The paper was greyish-white laid, but not well
made, as the horizontal laid lines are frequently invisible,
giving it the appearance of being wove. All the values
are also found withr fine lines crossing the laid lines at
right angles, which are due to defects in the manufacture.
The lattice watermark is not always the same, and is at
times more elongated ; but as both are found in use con-
temporaneously, it is probable that some of the rows of
lattice-wire were not laid down exactly the same on the
< dandy,” but were more stretched.

Fig. 71. Fig. 72.

The perforation of the stamps was n|, and the machine
was constructed for perforating an entire pane at each
descent of the punches (Fig. 72).

The values and colours of the new issue were :

26. ikr., green (shades).

27. 3kr., rose (shades).

28. 6kr., bistre (shades).

29. 7kr., ultramarine (shades).
30. 12kr., lilac.

31. i8kr., brick-red.

On December 31st, 1872, the 6kr. bistre-brown, and the
12kr. lilac, were withdrawn, and stamps of the value of
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9kr, and iokr, were issued, the former in lustre and the
latter in yellow.

32.  9kr,, bistre-brown.

33. iokr., yellow.

On August 5th, 1874, a new stamp of imk. was created
(Fig. 73), the value being expressed in Imperial currency,
it being specially intended for the prepayment of the rate
on parcels and large packets within the Union of the
German States. The die for this stamp was engraved at
the Mint of Munich, and the plate was composed of fifty
blocks, in five rows of ten, the blocks being also made at
the Mint like those of the other values.

The stamp was embossed in relief on

the paper watermarked with the lattice-

work pattern, but as the stamp was of

large size, measuring 25mm. by 2lmm.,

the impression fell very irregularly over

the watermark intended for stamps of

19mm. wide, in panes of thirty, in six

rows of fivee The stamp was at first Fig. 73.
issued imperforate, but the machine for

its perforation having been delivered early in 1875,
appeared perforated 117 on April ist of that year,

34. imk., purple; imperforate.
35. imk., purple; perforated 117,

Issue III.

Commencement of lssue.— Paper.— Greyish-white laid;
November, 1875. watermark of undulating
Design,Impression,andPer- lines.

foration.— Unchanged.
In November, 1875, a change was made in the water-
mark of the paper, and one of horizontal undulating lines
was substituted (Fig. 74), the paper »being also employed
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for the manufacture

Fig. 74.
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of envelopes. This paper was laid
horizontally, but, as in the former,
the laid lines are frequently not
visible in single specimens, and in
them appears as if wove. It has
also similar defects in the manu-
facture as that with the lattice
watermark. In other respects there
was no change. The only values
in South German currency printed
on this paper were the following :

36. ikr., pale green.

37. 3kr., rose.
38. 7kr., pale ul
39. iokr., yellow.

tramarine.

40. i8kr., brick-red.

Issue IV.

Date of | ssue.— Jan. 1,1876. Design.—Similar to that of
Paper, Impression,andPer- previous issue, but cur-
FORATION,—Unchanged. rency altered.

Up to the close
exception of that of

of 1875 all the stamps, with the
imk., had the values expressed in

South German currency, but they were then withdrawn,

and on January ist,

1876, were su-

perseded by an issue in Imperial

currency, the stock
subsequently disposed

in hand being
of to dealers.

The dies for the new issue were
engraved at the Mint at Munich,

and the impression
that of the superse

was similar to
ded issue, and

was on similar paper, watermarked

with horizontal wavy

lines. At the

same time a new value of amks. was created of similar
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design and size to that of mik. (Fig. 75). The stamps
were all perforated 11
The following are the values and colours of the new issue :

41. 3pf., yellow-green.
42. 5pf., blue-green.

43. iopf., rose.

44, 2opf., ultramarine.
45, 25pf., yellow-brown.
46. 5Sopf,, red.

47. 2mk., orange-yellow.

In consequence of the similarity of colour of the 3pf.
and 5pf., that of the spf. was changed on January ist,
1879, to purple, and the sopf. was altered to brown. Later
on in the same year there was a fresh issue of the stamp
of imk., which was then printed on the paper watermarked
with horizontal undulations.

48. spf., purple.
49. 5opf., brown.
50. imk., purple ; watermark horizontal undulating

lines.
Issue V
Commencement of Issue.— Design, Impression, and
November, 1881. Perforation. — Un-
Paper.— White wove ; water- changed,

mark vertical zigzags.

In November, 1881, the stamps began
to appear on white wove paper, with a
new watermark. Up to this time the
paper had from the first been supplied
by the Pasing Mill, but the contract
was now given to a paper-making com-
pany near Munich, whose factory was
supplied with more modem machinery.
The new paper was watermarked with zigzag lines, and
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was so cut that they ran vertically down the stamps (Fig.
76). As the stock of each value, printed on the paper
watermarked with undulating lines, became exhausted, it
was renewed with the same value printed on the new
paper. The colours and perforation remained as before.

51. 3Pf) yellow-green.
52. 5pf., purple.

53. iopf., rose.

54. 2opf., ultramarine.
55. 25pf., yellow-brown.
56. 5opf., brown.

57. imk., purple.

58. 2mk., orange-yellow.

The last stamp did not make its appearance on the new
paper until February, 1891.

Issue VI.
Commencement of lssue.— Paper.—White wove ; water-
January 1st, 1888. mark horizontal  zig-
Design and Impression.— zags.
Unchanged. Perforation.— 141.

On January ist, 1888, the stamps of the values in
pfennigé began to appear with the zigzag watermark running
horizontally across the stamps instead of vertically. This
was simply due to another mode of cutting the paper,
which had to be cut into sheets of another form, in con-
sequence of an alteration in the size of the printing
plates. These had hitherto consisted of sixty -casts,
arranged in two panes of thirty each ; but on account of
the introduction of the Imperial decimal currency, it was
more convenient that the sheets should be made to consist
of 100 stamps, in two panes of fifty each. No alteration
was made in the imk. and 2mk., which were both printed
in sheets of fifty.
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At the same time a new perforating machine for the values
in pfennigé was provided, which perforated a pane of fifty
at each stroke, and the gauge was altered for these values
from to 145.

The following are the values and colours of the new
issue on paper watermarked with horizontal zigzags, per-
forated 14/ :

59. 3pf., yellow-green.
60. 5pf., purple.

61. iopf., rose.

62. 2opf., ultramarine.

63. 2spf., yellow-brown.
64. 5opf., brown.

The only other changes that have since been made are
confined to a change in the colour of the impressions of
the 3, 5, 25, and 50 pfennigé, so as to make a more marked
distinction in the colours of the various values. These were
as follow, and they date from Februaiy and March, 1890:

65. 3pf., brown
66. spf., green
67. 25pf., orange.
68. 5opf., red-brown.

Unpaid Letter Stamps.

Issue |I.

Date of Issue— Oct. ist, Paper.— Greyish-white wove,
1862. with red thread.
Design.— Numeral of value. I mpression.— Typographed.
Imperforate.

On October ist, 1862, a stamp of 3kr., printed in black
on the silk-thread paper then in use for the ordinary
postage-stamps, was issued, the object of which was to
denote the sum to be paid by the recipient of a letter
passing through the local post which had not been prepaid
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The design showed the numeral “ 3” within a rectangular
frame, in which was the value, “ 3 kreuzer,” up the left

fig. 77.

and down the right side, while at the
top was “ Bayer. Posttaxe,” and at the
bottom “ Vom Empfanger zahlbar,” all
in German characters (Fig. 77), signifying
“ Bavarian post-tax, to be paid by the
recipient.” The whole was set up in
movable type, and there were probably
as many varieties as there were stamps
in the sheet, which consisted of ninety
stamps, in ten rows of nine. The im-

pression was on paper similar to that employed for the
postage-stamps, but they were printed the other way of the
sheet, so that the silk thread traversed the stamp horizontally.

i. 3kr., black ; imperforate.

The stamps

being printed from movable type, there

were several small errors in the printing of the inscriptions.

Issue II.

Date of Issue.—April ist, Paper.—Greyish-white laid;

1871. lattice watermark.
Design.—Numeral of value. Impression.— Typographed.
Perforation.— 11].
A stamp of rkr. accompanied the

new issue of that of 3kr. (Fig. 78).
The general design was similar to that
of the previous issue, but the numeral
was smaller, and the word “ Bayer.” was

“ Bayr.” These stamps were printed
from plates made from one original
dye, and in sheets of ninety, in two Fig. 8

panes of forty-five stamps each. The
paper was that employed for the general issue, water-marked
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with the lattice-work pattern.  The perforation was 115
as in the other stamps.

2. ikr., black; perforated n?,.

3. 3kr., black; perforated 11L

| ssue Il

Date of Issue.—Jan. ist, Paper. — Greyish-white laid,
1876. with undulating lines.
Design.—Arms with  sup- Impression. — Embossed in

porters. colour.

Perforation.—11].

On the change of currency of the
general issue three stamps were issued,
all printed in pearl-grey, from the plates
of 3, 5, and 10 kreuzer, on the paper
of the general issue, watermarked with
undulating lines traversing the sheet
horizontally. These stamps were over-
printed in carmine with the words Fig. 79.
“Vom Empfanger zahlbar” (Fig. 79).
Like the other stamps they were printed in sheets of sixty,
in two panes of thirty each, and perforated 117,
4. 3pf., pearl-grey ; over-print in carmine.
5. spf., pearl-grey; over-print in carmine.
6. iopf., pearl-grey ; over-print in carmine.

Issue V.

Date of Issue.—May, 1883. Design, Impression, and
Paper.—White wove ; water- Perforation. — Un-
mark vertical zigzags. changed.

In May, 1883, the stamps appeared on the paper water-
marked with zigzag lines traversing the sheet vertically,
but in other respects there was no change.

7. 3pf., pearl-grey ; over-print in carmine.
8. spf., pearl-grey; over-pript in carmine.
9. iopf., pearl-grey ; over-print in carmine.
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Issue V.

Date of Issue.—March, 1888. Paper,—W hite wove; water-
Design and Impression.—e mark horizontal zigzags.
Unchanged. Perforation.—14b

In 1888, the size of the printing-plates having been
altered, and the sheets composed of 100 stamps in two
panes of fifty each, the watermark in the paper traversing
the sheet horizontally, the wunpaid letter-stamps were
similarly printed; the perforation was 14"

10. 3pf., pearl-grey; over-print in carmine.
11. 5pf., pearl-grey; over-print in carmine.
12. iopf., pearl-grey; over-print in carmine.

Returned=letter Stamps, &c.

The above comprise all the postage-stamps issued for
the use of the Bavarian Post-Office from their first intro-
duction down to the present day ; but there are some few
stamps which have found their way into catalogues and
printed albums which only relate to the internal economy
of the post-office. These stamps have no claim whatever
as postage-stamps, and are only mentioned here because
commencing collectors might be misled into the belief that
there was any postal virtue in them. The first of these
are gummed labels for returned letters.

When letters ivere not able to be delivered they were
sent to the chief office of the district, which, in 1865,
appear to have been at Augsburg, Bamberg, Miuinchen
(Munich), Nirnberg, Speyer, and Wirzburg. The letters,
after having been opened, were directed to the sender, and
sealed with a label bearing the Arms within an oval en-
closed in a rectangular frame. Round the Arms was the
inscription, “ commission fur retourbriefe,” in the upper
part, and the name of the district head office in the lower.
The labels were lithographed, and those of each office
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differ slightly from those of the others, while for all, except
Bamberg, there are two or three printings differing slightly
from one another.

In 1869 Regensburg (Ratisbon) was added to the head
district offices, but was furnished with a label on which was
printed “ Retourbrief (Kgl. Oberpostamt) Regensburg,” in
three lines within a single-lined oblong rectangle. These
labels, with varied inscriptions, gradually superseded the
lithographed ones. Readers will see that these labels have
not the slightest philatelic value, and a collector might as
reasonably collect the gummed labels with which the
English post-offices mend up torn letters.

One other class has found its way into some printed
albums under the name of interpostal stamps.

When the sheets of stamps of the numeral series were
sent out from the stamp office to the different post-offices,
they were made up in packets of fifty sheets; and to
distinguish between them a wrapper of coloured paper was
put round each packet, on which was struck a copy of
the stamp always in black. Thus the ikr. black, had a
wrapper of grey ; the 3kr. blue, one of blue ; the 6kr, brown,
one of brown, &c.; but this rvaS discontinued when the
Arms series was issued. These wrappers are only
indicative of the value of the stamps found in the packets,
and were probably intended to facilitate the work of the
storekeeper.
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Leopold, the first King of the Belgians, had naturally
become early acquainted with the postal revolution in
England of 1840, the leading feature of which was the
establishment of a uniform rate to be prepaid by means of
stamps, and in 1841 he dispatched an Inspector of the
Belgian Post-Office to England to inquire into the working
of the new system. On his return he made his report to
the Minister of Public Works, who sent it to a commission
for examination. The wusual result followed: The com-
mission so effectually sat upon it that nothing was done
till the end of 1847, when an attempt at legislation
was made, and a law passed, which, however, remained
a dead letter till 1849, when on June 17th of that year a
decree was signed by the King ordering that from and
after July ist, 1849, stamps of the values of 10 and 20
centimes would be available for prepayment of the postage
on letters for the interior; that of 10c. being for the single
rate for 30 kilometres between the points of reception and
delivery ; and that of 20c, for longer distances.

| ssue |I.

Date,—July ist, 1849. Design.— Portrait of Leopold 1.
Paper.—Hand-made; water- Impression.—Copper-plate, in
mark double L in mono- colour on white,
gram in a frame. Imperforate.

The engraving of the dies was entrusted to M. Jacques
Wiener, a Belgian engraver, who submitted proofs of more
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than one design. The design that was accepted showed
the portrait of the King in uniform, three-fourths to the right,
with the word “postes” above it, and in each of the
upper angles was a small disc bearing the numerals of
value. At the foot of the stamp was the value in words
(Fig. 80). The background was formed of lines slanting
from right to left, and on the right side a scroll pattern
was introduced into the shading. There was a slight differ-
ence in the dies for each value— noticeable more especially
in the pattern of this scroll-work, leading one to believe
that though the two dies might have had a common origin,

Fig. 8. Fig. 8i. Fig, 8?,

yet that they were subsequently touched up by the engraver,
the design being engraved by him in recess.

The plates for printing the stamps were of copper,
and constructed for 0o Stamps, in ten rows of ten,
reproduced in recess, the printing being by the copper-plate
process.

The paper employed was hand-made, manufactured by
Olin Brothers, of Brussels, and was moderately white,
and, like all hand-made paper, varied in thickness. The
sheets were made to carry two panes of ioo stamps
each, and in the space for each stamp was a water-
mark of a double “ L,” interlaced within a single-lined

H
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rectangular frame, the watermark appearing sideways on
the stamps (Fig, 81).

The stamps were, of course, imperforate, as perforation
had not then been invented. Unused specimens are now
becoming rare, and used ones are for the most part very
heavily obliterated ; the obliteration during the time they
were current consisting of a series of very substantial
bars rather close together, somewhat like Fig. 82, but with a
numeral in the centre.

1. ioc., sepia, black-brown.
2. 20c., blue, dark blue (shades).

Issue Il

Date.— Oct., 1849, tu June, Paper.— 1849. As in Issue I.,

1861. Oct., 1851. Hand-made;
D esign. — Portrait of Leo- watermarked with double
pold 1., in oval. “L” without frame. Fresh
Impression.— Copper - plate, issue April, 1861, machine-
in colour on white. made; no watermark.
I mpf.] 1 ORATE,

In 1849 a postal treaty was made between France
and Belgium, which came into force on October ist
of that year, whereby the single rate
between the two countries was fixed at
40c. To represent this rate a stamp
of that value was created, the issue of
which took place on October 17th, 1849.

The design showed the portrait of

the King, as in the values of ioc. and

Fig 20c., but on an upright oval ground

of vertical and horizontal lines, cross-

hatched as it is technically termed, within a rectangular

frame; above the head was “postes” in a curve, and in

the upper angles the numeral of value, while underneath
was the value in words (Fig. 83).
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J1 change in the design of the stamps of ioc. and 20c.
was made in the month of August, 1850, and they were
made similar to that of 40c., the chief reason being that
the three values could be constructed from one original die,
leaving only the numerals and the inscription of the value
in words to be inserted in the secondary dies from which
the plates were made ; uniformity of design of the head
for all the values was therefore secured.*

The plates were constructed as in the first issue, the
engraving being in recess, and the printing done by the
copper-plate process. The sheet continued also to be
composed of 200 stamps, in two panes of 100 each.
The paper was also the same, being watermarked with
a double “L” within a single-lined rectangular frame ;
but in 1851, probably about the month of October,
the single-lined frame was omitted, without any further
change being made either in the watermark or in the
paper.

No other change was made till the year 1861, when a
machine-made paper, without any watermark, was substituted
for that made by hand. At the same time also the size
of the sheet was altered, and it was made to consist of 300
stamps in a single pane. On March 23rd, 1861, an
order was issued for creating a new value of ie., for
defraying the postage on printed matter and newspapers.
These changes appear to have taken place in the following
order : The machine-made paper was introduced in April,
1861, and the new value of fie. appeared on June ist
following, so that from the first the ie. was printed in
sheets of 300 on machine-made paper.

The stamp of fie. was similar in design to the other
stamps then current, and was printed in the same way.

e The stamps, however, differ a little in size. For explanation of this, see Note,

p. 10L
H 2
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All the stamps before described were issued imperforate.
The stamps of the new design were, therefore, issued in
the following order :

On paper iwatermarked with double “Z,” in aframe.

3. 40c., carmine-red, vermilion (shades) (October, 1849).
4. roc., black-brown (shades) (August, 1851).
5. 20c., blue (shades) (August, 1851).

On paper watermarked with double “Z,” no frame.

ioc., sepia, black-brown (October, 1851).
20c., blue and dark blue (October, 1851).
40c., carmine-red, vermilion (shades) (October, 1851).

o N o

On machine-made plain white wove.
9. 1oc., sepia, black-brown (shades) (April, 1861).
10. 20c., blue and dark blue (April, 1861).
11. 40c., carmine-red, vermilion (April, 1861).
12» fie., green, dark green, blue-green (June, 1861).

Issue II1I.

Date.—April nth, 1803. Impression.— Same as Issue

Design.—Same as Issue II. 1.

Papes. — Machine-made PERFORATION— 13, 13i, 13 by
white wove. 13i.

Perforation had been adopted in the neighbouring
country of France in 1862 ; machines perforating a
single line were also employed by many stationers, and
among these by Messrs. Gouweloos, of Brussels. This
firm offered to perforate the sheets of stamps for private
individuals at the rate of 5c. per sheet. The Government
having no perforating-machine of its own entered into a
contract with Messrs. Gouweloos, by which that firm agreed
to perforate 500 sheets per day. The firm had evidently
several sets of punches, all perforating a single line, for
specimens are found perforated both 13 and 13i, and what
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is termed compound ; that is, the vertical is of one of these
gauges, and the horizontal of another.* The first issue took
place on April nth, 1863, and between that date and the
issue of the series of 1865-6 all the above values of ic., 10c.,
20c., and 40c., last above enumerated as printed on plain
machine-made paper, were issued perforated. The shades of
the colours of the various printings vary greatly, and about
1865 the plate of the ie. became much worn, yielding very-
feeble impressions. Previously to this, the attention of the
Government had been directed to the expense of manu-
facturing the stamps from engraved plates, which wore out
rapidly, and the printing from which was tedious and costly.
M. Jacques Wiener submitted fresh designs; but in 1864 a
general competition was ordered, which, however, failed to
give any satisfactory results. The Government then
applied to Messrs. T. De La Rue and Co., the manu-
facturers of the English surface-printed stamps, for dies and
plates for a new issue, which commenced to appear on
November ist, 1865. Before, however, describing this new
issue we will sum up the phases that occurred from June,
1861, down to the last-mentioned period. Perforated 13, 13I,
13 by 13i

13. ie., green (pale yellow, blue, and olive-green).

14. ioc., brown, black-brown (shades).

15. 20c., blue (shades), perforated.

16. 40c., red (carmine, vermilion, and brick).

The stamp of ie. continued in use till June ist, 1866.

Note on Issues Il. and III.

It has been remarked in the stamps of this type, more
especially in those printed on machine-made paper, that
* In indicating compound perforations we adopt the French mode, measuring

that on the vertical side first. English philatelists commonly measure the hori-
zontal first.
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the oval surrounding the head is frequently much rounder
in some specimens than in others, neither the major or
the minor axes being constant in length. The variation
is one well-known to collectors, and it has been assumed
by some that it was due to a modification of the die or
to a re-engraving of it; but there was only one original
die for each value, and the variation is due to the skrink-
ing of the paper in drying after it had been damped.
Machine-made paper is also more apt to shrink than hand-
made, and that irregularly, for it skrinks one way of the
paper more than the other. The rounder oval is the
normal type; the narrower are varieties produced by the
shrinking of the paper.

Issue V.
Date.—November ist, 1865. Paper.— Machine-made white
Designs.— Profile of Leo- wove, varying in thickness,
pold I. Arms for those Impression.— Surface-printed
of 5c. and under. in colour on white.

Perforation.—Varying.

In the autumn of 1865 De La Rue and Co. furnished the
new dies and plates for the values of 10c., 20c., 30c., 40c.,
and ifr. That firm also printed 1500 sheets from the plate of
the ifr., and sent them over, perforated 14, ready for issue,
together with a supply of paper and coloured inks proper for
surface-printing.

The design consisted of the profile of King Leopold I.
to the left on a ground of horizontal lines, within a
rectangular frame. On a solid tablet at the top was
“ postes,” and on a similar tablet at the foot was the value
“10 cent. 10,” &c., except in the ifr., where the value was
expressed as “un franc” These are the general features.
The ground on which the head reposed was circular, except in
the toc., where it was oval, and the framework differed in all,
as also the ornamental filling in ; and, in the case of the 40c.,
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the upper inscription was in graduated letters. The annexed
engravings (Figs. 84, 85, and 86) of the 30c., 40c., and ifr.
will suffice to identify the types.

The dies were engraved on steel in relief, and the plates
for 300 stamps were made by the electro process. The
printing from the plates of 30c. was the first commenced,
as this stamp, together with that of ifr., had been announced
for issue on November ist, 1865. The process of surface-
printing being new to the workmen of Belgium, pressmen
were sent from England to instruct them ; and as the inks
and paper for the earlier impressions of all the values were

Fig. 84. Frc. 85. Fig. 86,

imported from England, it gave rise to the erroneous notion
that the early printing of the ioc., 20c., 30c., and 40c.
was also executed in England, which was not the case,
as only the 1500 sheets of the ifr, above mentioned were
printed there.

The 30c. in reddish-brown and the ifr. in purple were
issued on November ist, 1865, and the 10c. in steel-grey,
the 20c. in light blue, and the 40c. in rose on January ist,
1866.

The perforation was done, as before, by Gouweloos
Brothers, and the gauge was 14 by 14"

It may be remarked that in this issue the stamps of 20c.
exhibit not only numerous tints, but many of the impressions
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of that value and of the ioc. show great deterioration of
the plates. It seems even to be a question whether some
of the casts on the plates were not touched up, but many
of the impressions are so blotchy that it is not possible to
say. There is also another feature of some importance.
After the paper obtained from England had been exhausted,
a thick paper of Belgian manufacture was employed, but a
thinner one, also of Belgian manufacture, was subsequently
made use of. On this latter paper the 20c. is found in
a light grey-blue, which seems to be peculiar to this printing.
On June ist, 1866, the engraved stamp of ie. was
superseded by one of the same value, printed by the surface-
printing mode from electro-plates. This was followed on
September ist of the same year by one of 5c., and in
March, 1867, by one of 2c. These three stamps were
designed by M. Delpierre, engraved by M. Dargent, and
the plates were made at Antwerp. The general design of
all three stamps is the same, but there
is a slight difference in the details,
the background differing in each value.
The design of the ie. is shown in Fig.
87, the background of the 5c. is very
similar, but that of the 2c. is of hori-

zontal lines.
The first impressions were on the De
l.a Rue paper, and appear to have been
printed with ink from the same source.
I'he perforation was done by Gouweloos Brothers, the
gauge being the same as that in the higher values, 14 by 147, ;
but about the month of August, 1866, the ie. appeared
imperforate, and this marks a curious episode in the
Belgian stamp history. The price demanded by Messrs.
Gouweloos for their perforating-machines was 96 ; but
the Government inquired of De Ja Rue and Co. the cost
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of a perforator, which they agreed to furnish for jE(>0.
The Government accepted the offer, but when, in 1866,
the perforator was delivered, it appeared that it was only
the “ set of punches,” without the necessary machinery to
work them, and this would cost some ~320. The Government
was staggered, and determined to fall back on Gouweloos :
but this firm was so indignant that it declined to perforate
more than the contract number of 500 sheets per day.
The Government therefore confined the perforation for the
time to the stamps of higher value than ie., and ordered
a machine on the Austrian principle, which would perforate
whole sheets of 300 stamps at one operation. This machine

Fig. 88, Fig. 89.

was delivered at the end of 1866, and the first stamps
perforated by it were issued on January ist, 1867. These
show a gauge of 15 on all sides.

The three values of 1, 2, and 5 centimes were essentially
newspaper stamps or for printed matter, and it was pro-
hibited to use them for defraying the postage on letters.
It was, as appears by a decree of March 14th, 1867,
intended to further supplement them by an issue of two
values of 6 and 8 centimes, and the plates were prepared,
and the stamps were ready to be used, when a change of
Ministry took place, and it was determined to have an
entirely new issue. The 6 and 8 centimes were of similar
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design to those of i, 2, and 5 centimes, except that the
numerals of value in the angles were larger.

The same varieties in the paper are found in the stamps
of i, 2, and 5 centimes as are found in those of the higher
values, and a similar variation in the colour of the 2c. as
is found in that of 20c. The cancelling marks on the
stamps of this issue are for the most part like those on
the French stamps of that period (Fig. 88), hut others are
found with larger square dots, like those shown in Fig. 89.

The issue of the stamps of the De La Rue types may
be summed up as follow :

Thin Paper, Printed in London.

17.  ifr. purple. Perforated 14 by De La Rue and Co.
Thin Paper, Printed in Brussels. Perforated 14 by 14t
by Gouweloos.

18. toc., iron-grey, black-grey.
19. 20c., blue, French blue, pale blue (shades).
20. 30c., reddish-brown, brown.
21. 40c., rose, carmine.
22. ifr., purple.
Newspaper Stamps. Perforated 14 by by Gouwveloos.
23. ie., iron-grey, black-grey.
24, 2c., blue, French blue (shades).
25. 5c., brown (shades), yellow-brown.
Variety.
26. ie., black-grey; not perforated.
Thick Paper, Printed in Brussels and Malines.  Perforated 15
by the Government. Specimens are alsofound on Thin Paper.
27. ioc., black-grey.
28. roc., blue, French blue.
29. 30c., brown, grey-brown.
30. 40c., carmine rose.
31. ifr., purple.



BELGIUM. 107

Newspaper Stamps, Perforated 15.

32. ie., iron-grey.
33. 20. French blue.
34. 5c., brown, yellow-brown.

The postage-stamps up to the end of 1867 had been
manufactured in Brussels, but on January ist, 1868, the
work was transferred to Malines, and the manufacture
has since been carried on there in the Government
printing office.

Issue V.
Date of lssue.— 1869-70. Paper.—Plain white wove.
Designs.—Profile of Leopold Perforation.—15 to 1882;
1., and Arms, afterwards 14,

Impression.— Surface-printed.

Although King Leopold 1. died December 10th, 1865,
yet nothing was done towards altering the design on the
stamps until 1869, when, on November 13th of that year,
a decree announced that a new series would be issued—i
the values of 10c. and upwards to bear the portrait of
King Leopold Il., and those under 10c. the Arms of the
country. The new series appeared in the following order :
The fe. and 10c. on November 15th, 1869; the 2c., 8c.,
and 20c. on January ist, 1870; the 5c. and 30c. on
March ist; and the 40c, and Ifr. on April ist of the same
year.

The stamps were designed by M. H. Hendrickx, a
Belgian artist, and engraved by M. J1. Doms, and their
initials appear in microscopical letters at the lower edge of
the stamps. The dies for all were engraved on wood in
relief, and the plates made by the electro process. The
design of the stamps of 10c., 20c., 30c., 40c., and ifr. all
show the profile of the King to the left, on an upright
oval solid ground, but the frames differ in all. In the
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20C. the numerals of value are in discs in each angle,
with “centimes” between them. In the other values the
numerals are in the middle of each side of the stamp,
that on the ifr. being “ i F.,” the denomination not being
expressed on those of ioc., 30c., and 40c. (Figs. 90, 91,
92, and 93).

Fig. 92 Fig 93. Fjo. 94.

The four values of ie., 2c., 5c., and 8c. for newspapers
and printed matter were all practically the same type, except
the value in the centre and the ornamentation in the frames
(Fig. 94). Another value of 6c., to be printed in carmine,
was also ordered, but it was never issued.

On June ist, 1878, the stamps of 8c. and 30c. were with-
drawn from the service, having become unnecessary in
consequence of alterations in foreign postage-rates.
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On July ist, 1878, three new values of 25c., 50c., and 5fr.
were added to the series, the first two having the numerals of
value on the sides, and that of 5fr. in the two upper angles,
with the value in words on a curved tablet below the head
(Figs. 95, 96, and 97).

The stamps continued to be manufactured in the same way
as in the last series, and the impression was on plain white
wove paper, rather thick, and the gum was applied thickly and
of a friable kind, which was very apt to crack—a remark
which is not only applicable to this issue, but to the later
impressions of the former one. The perforation was 15 until

Fig. 95. Fig. 96. Fig. 97.

some time about the end of 1882, when new machines were
introduced giving a perforation of 14. The new machines were
constructed on the comb principle, perforating three sides of
the stamp at a time, when the sheet was carried forward to
receive the next perforation, as is done in the English stamps,
the only difference being that in the English stamps the
perforation begins from one of the ends of the sheet, while in
Belgium it began from one of the sides.

The principal varieties are due to the colours of the
impression, which varied considerably in tints and shades.
In 1881 an experiment was also made of printing the
stamps in fugitive colours, which were much brighter than
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those previously used. The collector will be able to form
the two series by the following table :

Issue of 1869-70. Perforated 15.

35. toe., green, yellow-green, bright green.

36. 20c., pale blue, dull blue, French blue, grey-blue.
37. 30c., amber, ochre, olive-yellow.

38. 40c., carmine, rose.

39. ifr., violet, mauve, purple.

Completion of the Series (1875-78). Perforated 15.

40. 25c., amber, orange-amber.
41. 50c., grey-black.
42. 5fr., dull brown-red.

Newspaper Stamps (1869-70). Perforated 15.

43. ie., green-yellow, green, pale green.

44, 2C, pale blue, dull blue, French blue, grey-blue.
45. 5c., amber, ochre, olive-yellow.

46. 8c., violet, mauve, purple.

Impressions in Fugitive Colours (1881). Perforated 15
and 14.
47. ioc., grey-green.
48. 20c., bright French blue.
49. 40c., bright carmine, bright vermilion-red.
50. 5fr,, bright brown-red.

Newspaper Stamps (1881). Perforated 15 and 14.
51. ie., grey-green.

52. 2C.. bright French blue.

53. 5c., bright amber.

The stamps in the fugitive colours were perforated 15
up to about the end of 1882, when a new machine was
brought into use, since which time the perforation of
all the stamps has been 14. Consequently those printed in
fugitive colours are found perforated both 15 and 14.
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| ssue VI.
Date of lssue.— 1883. Paper.—Plain white wove.
Design.— Profile of Leo- Impression as before,
pold I1I. Perforation.— 14.

On August 29th, 1883, a Ministerial Order announced
that changes would shortly be made in the postage-stamps
of ioc. and upwards: The 10c. would be in carmine, 20c.
in blue-grey, 25c. in blue, 50c. in violet, ifr. in lilac, and

Fig. oS Fig. 9.

Fig. 100. Fig. ioi.
2fr. in brown ; and those under ioc. would be : ie. in réséda
(a species of olive-yellow), 2c. in yellow, and 5c. in green.
Some of these were never issued in the above colours; but
on October 20th the stamps of roc. and 20c. appeared, fol-
lowed on November ist by those of 25c. and 50c. The dies
for these four values were supplied by De La Rue and Co. ;
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those of tc. and 50c. (Figs. 98 and 101) showing lhe
head of King Leopold Il. to the left, on a circular ground
of horizontal lines; and those of 20c. and 25c. (Figs. 99
and 100) a similar head, on an upright oval ground of
horizontal lines.

The profile of the King on these stamps was such a
caricature that it was evident they would prove a failure.
Dies for two other values of ifr. and 2fr. were also engraved
by De La Rue and Co., but were not issued, though
specimens of the 2fr. are known to exist, and immediate
steps were taken to replace all the values that had been
issued by a new series.

De La Rue Types (1883).

54. wc., carmine.
55. 20c., pearl-grey.
56. 25c., light blue.
57. 50c., violet.

Issue VII.
Date of Issue.— 1884-86. Paper.—Plain wove, tinted.
Design.— Profile of Leo- Impression and Perfora-
pold I1. To X, as before.

The dies for the new stamps were engraved in Paris by
M. E. Mouchon, whose initials in monogram are found
near the foot. The ifr. (Fig. 102) was issued June 15th,
1884; the ioc. (Fig. 103) on July 13th following; the 25c.
(Fig. 104) on January ist, 1885; the 20c.,, the 50c., and
the 2fr. (Figs. 105 to 107) on January ist, 1886.

There was no alteration made in the manufacture of the
plates or of the impression from those printed from the
De La Rue dies, but those printed from the French dies
were on paper with a coloured ground. Thus the ioc.
was printed in rose on a light blue ground, the ,ifr. in
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brown-red on a greenish ground, the 25c. in blue on a
pink ground, and the 20c. in olive, the 50c. in ochre,
and the 2fr. in violet on ground slightly tinted with
similar colours.

Some alterations were made in the colours of the stamps
under ioc., used for newspapers, &c. On January ist, 1884,
the colour of the ie. was changed from grey-green to

Fig. 105. Fig. 106. Fig. 107

réséda, a kind of olive colour, and so continued till
July ist of that year, when it was changed to grey. It
was again printed in réséda in October, 1888, and did not
resume the colour of grey till August, 1889. The colour
of the 2c. was changed to brown in January, 1889, and
that of the 5c. from orange-yellow to green in November,
1884.
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The following are the dates of issue of the values of
the new types engraved in Paris :

58. toc., rose on azure (July 15th, 1884).

5y, 20c., olive on slightly tinted (January ist, 1886).
60. 25c., blue on pink (January ist, 1885).

61. 50c, ochre on yellowish (January ist, 1886).

62. ifr., brown-red on greenish (July 15th, 1884).

63. 2fr., violet on slightly tinted (January ist, 1886)

Newspaper Stamps.

No changes were made in the type of the Newspaper
Stamps, but the following alterations ivere made in the
colours of the impression :

64. ie., olive (January, 1884).

65. ie., grey (July, 1884).

66. ie., olive (October, 1888).

67. ie., grey (August, 1889).

68. 2C, brown (January, 1889).

69. 5c., green (shades) (November, 1884).

Many small errors have been noticed in the impressions
of the ic,, due in all cases to accidents to the electro-
types, or defective printing. Some of them occur in the
letter “ g~ in Betgique, being like a “c* or an “o";
in others, “centimes ” has a defective “e,” resembling an

“¢» &C.; but these are only sought after by the
specialist.

Issue VIII.
Datf, of Issit'.— 1891-93. D esigns.—Profile of Leopold
Paper, Impression,andPer- 11., and Arms. Inscriptions
FORATION, as before. in French and Flemish.

For what reason, except the caprice of the Minister, it
was thought necessary in issuing a new value of 35c. to
give the equivalent of “ postes Beigique ” in Flemish it
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is not easy to divine. Certainly to us it would appear to
be as reasonable to translate the inscriptions on our own
stamps into Gaelic, Welsh, and Irish ; but on June 20th,
1891, a value of 35c., principally intended for payment of
the postage on registered letters for the interior, was
issued, showing the head of the King on a ground of
horizontal lines within a circular band, inscribed in the
upper part “postes Belgique,” and in the lower part
“ pelgie posterijen,” The numerals of value were in
discs in the left upper and right lower angles of the
rectangle, and the rest was filled in with ornamentation.
The head was that as engraved on the stamps of 1884
by M. Mouchon ; but the framework
was designed by Hendrickx and en-
graved by A. Dorns, “ Hen.” appearing
at tbe foot on the left, and “ A. D.” on
the right (Fig. 108).

This stamp was printed in the same
manner as before, and on similar white
wove paper, and is only remarkable as
being the type which served for all the Fig. 108,
values of 10c. and upwards that con-
stitute the series of 1893-4, which was simply effected by
changing the numerals in two angles, as no denomination
was expressed on the stamp. It therefore may be consi-
dered as standing alone.

70. 35c., chocolate-brown; perforated 14.

During the year 1892 there were rumours that the Minister,
desirous of lightening the labours of the post-office on the
Sunday, had conceived that this could be effected by the
issue of stamps expressing on the face of them the sender’s
desire that the delivery of the letter was not to be made
on the Sunday. For this purpose he ordered the director
of the stamp factory at Malines to prepare specimens of

1 2
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the current toc. and 25c. with a removable tablet at the
foott. On May 14th, 1893, a decree was signed by the
King ordering the creation of stamps of a new design ; those
of ioc. and upwards to bear the King’s portrait, and those
under ioc. the Arms, all to bear inscriptions, both in French
and in Flemish. An order of the Minister, dated the next
day, announced that the stamps would bear the direction,
“Not to deliver on the Sunday,” which the sender could
remove if he chose to do so. The values and colours of
the new stamps were then set out, and as the latter do
not quite correspond with those of the stamps as issued,

we shall give a list from the stamps themselves. The order
announced that the issue would commence with the stamp
of roc., which would be issued on June ist, 1893; those
of 2c.,, 20c., and 25c. were issued on August ist following ;
those of ic. and 5c. on September ist; those of 50c.
and ifr. on October ist; and those of 35c. and 2fr. on
November ist.

It has been already stated that the design of all the
values above ioc. was similar to that of the 35c. of 1891
(Fig 109). For the stamps of ic., 2c., and 5c. a new design
was made, showing the Arms displayed on a mantle, and
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surmounted by a crown, on a vertically-lined ground within
an upright oval, inscribed “ Be1gique” On the left side, and
“ postes " at the top, the Flemish equivalents being opposite.
In the lower angles, on square blocks, was the value ie., 2c.,
or 5c. (Fig. no).

The addition of the Sunday tablet at the foot gives
a very ungainly appearance to the stamp. The length
of it without this is 22mm., but with the addition it
is 30mm.

71. wc., orange-red.

72. 20c., bronze-green.

73. 25c., French blue.

74- 3Sc-=> chocolate.

75. 50c., ochre.

76. ifr,, rose on light green.
77.  2fr, lilac on light pink.

Newspaper Stamps.

78. ie., grey.

79. 2c., yellow.

80. 5c., light green.

81. 2c., chocolate (1894).

The 2c. was changed from yellow to chocolate during
the course of 1894 as the issue stocks in hand of the
2c. yellow became exhausted.

None of the postage-stamps of Belgium have been re-
printed, except the two values of the first issue, which
were reprinted in 1866, for what purpose it is not known.
Fortunately, there is no difficulty in readily distinguishing
these from the originals, as the paper is either laid, or
plain wove, without any watermark.

The gumming of the stamps has for the most part
been bad. The early stamps were gummed with yellow
gum, and this gave place to a whiter gum, which was
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very friable and cracked in every direction, and was applied
thickly, so that many of the stamps, especially those on
thick paper, employed about 1867, were inclined to break.
The early printings of 1865 show the gum not so thickly
applied, but unused specimens of the later printings
commonly show an uneven appearance, due to the
cracking of the gum on the backs, and this continued
through the 1869 issue. On the stamps now current the
gum, which is quite white, is more thinly applied; but
the paper is not of the best quality, and the sheets, with
the large number of lines of perforation, are very difficult
to handle without tearing.

The cancellation of the stamps for many years past
has been done with a round dated stamp, bearing the
name of the cancelling office.

Postage Due Stamps.

On August ist, 1870, two stamps were issued, of
the vaiue of 10c. and 20c., for the purpose of denoting
the postage to be paid by the recipient

in the event of the letter being unpaid

or not sufficiently prepaid. They were

only destined for those which were

distributed within the district served

by the same office, as that within

which they were posted. The design

was simple enough, consisting of the

Fig. hi. numerals of value on a solid ground,
within a band inscribed in the upper

part “a percevoir,” and in the lower “ centimes,” all
within arectangular frame, with a crown and other orna-
ments to fill up (Fig. in). They were applied by the
post-office or its agents, and where an excess postage of
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5c. was required, the 10c. was cut in half to supply
it. These stamps were obliterated by the post-office
with the dated stamp, and are frequently found with
a circular, blotchy obliteration, which was affixed by the
letter-carrier.

1. toc., yellowish green ; perforated 15 and 14.
2. 20c., French blue; perforated 15 and 14

On November ist, 1895, a new series of these stamps
was issued for the purpose of carrying into execution a
Ministerial order of October 8th, 1895, extending the
system of adhesive stamps to denote the amount payable
by the recipient to all unpaid or insufficiently prepaid
letters throughout the kingdom. The issue consisted of
five values, 5c., 10c., 20c., 50c., and ifr. The design is
common to all, and consists of the numeral of value on
a solid disc within a transverse oblong rectangle. Above
this, on an uncoloured tablet, is “n
payer,” and the equivalent in Flemish
on a similar tablet underneath. The
rest of the rectangle is occupied with
the Belgian lions and foliage (Fig. 112).

At the right end of the upper tablet

are the initials of A. Doms the en- feavvvn
graver, and at the left end are those of
the designer, P. Lemaire of Ghent.
The design is of the most commonplace description.
The impression is on plain white wove paper, and the
perforation 14.

Fig* 112

3. 5c., green.

4. ioc., pale brown.
5. 20c., olive.

6. 50c., bistre.

7.

ifr., carmine.
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The Antwerp Exhibition Stamps.

Three very poor stamps were issued to commemorate
the Antwerp Exhibition of 1894. These stamps were used
concurrently with the ordinary Government issue from the
opening of the. Exhibition to the close of 1894, The
issue consisted of three values, 5c., 10c., and 25c., the
design being the Arms of Antwerp on a shield within a

circular band, inscribed “ Beigique ” tO
the left, “Anvers” at the bottom,
“Antwerpen” at the top in German
characters, and “ Belgie” on the right.
The numerals of value are on rectan-
gular blocks in the lower angles; at
the top is 1894, and to the left is a
small medallion with the head of Mer-
cury, while to the right are the Arms
of Belgium (Fig. 113). The design
Fig. i13. was made by M. Hendrickx, and the
die engraved by P. Lemaire of Ghent.
The stamps had the Sunday tablet attached to them.
The impression is on paper faced with colour.
1. 5c., green on pink.
2. oc., carmine on blue,
3. 25c,, blue on pink.

The 5c. was issued on February 20th, 1894, and the 10c.
and 25c. on March 20th following, and were used con-
currently with the general series until the end of 1894.

The Brussels Exhibition Stamps.

Two stamps, one of 5c. and the other of 10c., have also
been recently issued, which seem to be intended for the
double purpose of advertising and commemorating the Exhi-
bition (1897) of Brussels. The 10c. was issued on October
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15th, 1896, and the 5c. on November 15th following, and
the issue is to continue till December 31st of the present
year (1897), though they may be sold for six months after
that date. The design for the 10c. obtained the first prize in
competition, and that for the 5c. the second prize. The 10c.
bears the engraver’s monogram of “ E. M.” (E. Mouchon) ;
the 5c. “ G. P.,” that of the designer (G. Portielje, a painter
of Antwerp). These stamps, like those for the Antwerp
Exhibition, are in use concurrently with the general series.

Fig. i 1% Fig. 115,

The design on both the stamps is similar, though differently
treated, and is intended to represent the conflict between
St. Michael and either the Dragon or his Satanic Majesty
(Figs. 114 and 115). The dies were engraved on wood,
and the stamps are very indifferent specimens of workman-
ship. They bear the Sunday tablet, and are, like all the
other stamps, perforated 14.

1. 5c., grey, dull violet.
2. ioc., terra-cotta.

Since the 10c. was first issued its colour has been altered,
and it has appeared in dull lilac.
3. ioc., dull lilac (January ist, 1897).



BERGEDORF.

Date of Issue.— Xov. ist, Paper.— Coloured wove.
1861. Impressiox.— Lithographed.
Design.— Arms. Imperforate.

Some centuries ago, Bergedorf acquired considerable
repute as being the seat of a nest of pirates; but after
they were driven out by their more powerful neighbours,
the burghers of Hamburg and Lubeck, it sank into such
utter insignificance that it would probably have scarcely
even been heard of again, had not an intelligentpost-
master, in 1861, induced its inhabitants, and those of the
neighbouring parish of Gersthacht, with the adjoining
hamlets, to introduce a series of postage-stamps. The
united population  ofthe town and district is said to
have been about 12,000.

The currency was the same as that of Hamburg and
Lubeck, being in Schillinge and Hamburg marks, rosch,
being equivalent to a mark of the value of is. oid.

The post-office  of Bergedorf issued a notice, dated
October 17th, 1861, stating that on and from November ist
then next, the following stamps would be issued:

ijsch., on blue paper ; impression in black,
isch., on white paper; impression in black,
lisch., on yellow paper; impression in black.
3sCil, on red paper ; impression in blue.
4sch., on buff paper ; impression in black.
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The stamps themselves were only in the nature of local
stamps ; but they have recently acquired some additional
notoriety from the differences of opinion amongst phila-
telists as to whether the isch., black on blue paper, and
the 3sch., blue on rose paper, were issued on November
ist, or whether their places were not temporarily filled by
the issue of the |sch., black on violet paper, and the 3sch.,
black on red paper. It has been said by some that the
isch., black on violet, and the 3sch., black on red, were
only essays ; but we think there is evidence sufficient to
show that these two values were issued as stamps, along
with the other values of isch., igsch., and 4sch., on
November ist, 1861, but that they were replaced almost
immediately by the ]sch., black on blue, and the 3sch.,
blue on rose.

There is also a tradition, for which there does not appear
to be any solid ground, that the issue having been made on
November ist, 1861, the two values of isch., black on blue,
and 3sch., blue on rose, rvere issued on the 10th of that
month. Why this particular day is fixed on it is not easy
to say; it would seem to be more probable that the issue
of the isch., black on blue, and 3sCiL, blue on rose, took
place even earlier than this. No obliterated copies of the
isch., black on violet, or of the 3sch., black on red, have
been found ; but that is by no means extraordinary, as the
consumption of stamps was very small. It is said that
the business of the Bergedorf post-office inxi86i was the
despatch of a little more than 1000 letters per week, of
which 62 per cent, were prepaid in cash.

It might have been that the blue paper and the blue
ink were not ready on the day fixed for the issue, and
therefore a provisional issue was made of the

isch., on violet paper ; impression in black.
3sch., on red paper ; impression in black.
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The stamps are peculiar. They gradually increase in size
according to the values. The design is similar in all, being
composed of half the Arms of Lubeck on the left, and half
those of Hamburg on the right, in a pearled circle, within
a rectangular frame. In the frame iS “ bergedors ” at
the top, “postmarke ” at the foot, and the value in words
at the sides. The numerals of value are in the angles of
the frame, and in the spandrels are the letters L. H. P. A,
the initial letters of Lubeck Hamburg Post Amt.

The stamps were printed by lithography. The five types
were engraved on one stone, and from these the lithographer
made his transfers.

Fig. ii6. Fig. il7.

The isch., which is 151lmm. square, was in sheets of
200, in two panes of 100 each, in 12~ rows of eight
(Fig. 116).

The xsch. was 16mm. square, in sheets of 180, in which
twelve of the stamps are upside down. It may also be
remarked that the numerals in the angles vary, which
arises from the lithographer having obliterated the figures
on the transfer, and put in smaller ones by hand (Fig. 117).

The i|sch. was 17Jmm. square, and was in sheets of
200, like the isch. The original type had the denomina-
tion in the plural, and was “ Schillinge.” This was objected
to, and the lithographer in the transfers altered the word
to “schilling.” Although the reprints of this stamp, taken
by transfer from the original engraving, bear the word
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“ Schillinge,” yet a few unused specimens are known, taken
at Bergedorf, in which the same spelling is found. It would
seem then that the lithographer did not make the alteration
in all until after some impressions had been taken by
way of trial (Fig. 118).

| he 3sch. is not quite square, measuring Isjmm. by
194mm., and was printed in sheets of 160 stamps in
sixteen rows of ten. The colour of the paper of the
impression in black was a pale claret-red, while of that
in blue the colour was rose, but the blue varies from pale
to dark (Fig. 119).

| he 4sch. is also not quite square, measuring 2iimm.
by 2lmm., and was in sheets of eighty stamps in ten

Fig. 118. Fig. 119

rows of eight, the first five rows being separated from the
next five rows by an interval of 5wT. There was only
one impression made of these stamps, which is on buff
paper, but of two shades, of which the dark yellow one
is the commoner (Fig. 120).

The post-office at Bergedorf ceased to exist as a separate
establishment in 1867, and the stamps were suppressed on
December 31st of that year. The number of stamps printed
in 1861 is said to have been 550,000, composed of 200,000
of isch., go,000 of isch., 100,000 of ijsch., and 80,000 of
3sch. and 4sCil.  About 324,000 of these were used between
1861 and the end of 1867, and the rest, composed of
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about 39,000 of isch., 26,000 of isch., 68,000 of lisch
43,000 of 3scil, and 50,000 of 4scCil., were purchased by
M. Moens of Brussels, in 1868, the stone with the original
engravings of the stamps upon it being included in the
purchase, and an obliterating stam]) of five horizontal bars,
distant 3 mm. from each other. Among the stamps pur-
chased there were about fifty of tisch, with the final “e”
either separate or joined on to another without the final
“e,” a circumstance which is corroborative of the suppo-
sition that the lithographer made the alteration on the
lithographic transfer.

The whole of these stamps have been reprinted, and
have become sufficiently common. In 1867 the |sch., black

Fig. 121. Fig. 122.

on violet, and the 3sch., black on red, were reprinted at
Bergedorf at the instance of M. Moens. The colour of the
paper differed in both cases from that of the originals,
that of the isch. being more blue, and that of the red
being more rose. This was the only reprint of these two
stamps ; but the whole of the values, isch. on blue, isch.
on white, i|sch. on yellow, 3%ch. on rose, and 4sch. on buff,
were reprinted by M. Moens in 1872; the 4SCil. in 1874;
all the values in 1877, some of which were not gummed;
and a further lot of isch. in 1388. The stone has since
been presented to the Imperial Post Museum at Vienna,
together with the obliterating hand-stamp which produced
the ordinary cancellation found on the Bergedorf stamps,
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consisting of five horizontal lines (Fig. 121). This is
frequently found applied twice, the second application
being at an angle more or less acute, and producing a sort
of lattice (Fig. 122). At times also the dated stamp is
found, but obliterated copies are very rare, except forged
ones.

To examine the secret marks, the small varieties in the
reprints, &c., would take us beyond the scope of these
pages. Genuine original copies of all the stamps, except
the gsch,, black on lilac, and ssci1i., black on red, are to
be had at a small cost from respectable dealers.

The issue may be summed up as follows :

November ist, 1861.
~sch., black on violet.
isch., black on white.
i |sch., black on yellow.
3sch., black on pale claret-red.
4sch., black on buff (shades).

o P wbdeE

November ioth (?), 1861.

~sch., black on dark blue.
7. 3sch., blue on rose.



BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA.

Under the treaty of Berlin of July 13th, 1878, Austria
was charged with the administration of the provinces of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and in the following year issued

a series of postage-stamps of the values
of 1, 3, s, 10, 15, and 25 kreuzer, or
“ novcics,” as they are termed in the
language of these provinces, 100 of
which are equivalent to an Austrian
florin.  The currency is not however
shown on the stamps. Towards the
end of the year a value of 2 novcics
was added to the series; in 1892 one
of 20 novcics; and in 1894 a further
value of | novcic, so that the entire series consists of nine
values. The design shows the Arms on the breast of a
crowned double eagle, displayed on an oval-shaped, lined
ground within a rectangle, in the upper corners of which
are small ovals to receive the numerals of value. In the
lower angles are ornaments. There is no inscription what-
ever on the stamps, and the only difference between one
value and another lies in the numerals and in the colour
of the impression. They were manufactured at Vienna.
The perforation of those first issued was 127, but there
are other perforations varying from to to 13. The im-
pression is on plain white wove paper (Fig, 123).
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The following are the values and colours :
~ (nov.), black.

i (nov.), grey, grey-lilac.

2 (nov.), yellow.

3 (nov.), green.

5 (nov.), red (shades).

10 (nov.), blue.

15 (nov.), brown (shades).

20 (nov.), olive green.

25 (nov.), violet (shades), brown-violet.

© 0N O OWNE

The same matrix die served for all the values. Two
types of the numeral “ 1” have been found, the serif being
much more sloping in one than in the other. Some few
fiscal stamps were used postally for payment of the
parcel-post rates and the tax on money-orders, but we
are not aware that any values other than 1, 2, 3 an
4 novs. have been so used. These stamps are of large
dimensions, 30mm. by 22mm., and will be recognised
by the large uncoloured space, at the top of which is

I NovcCIC,” “ 2 NOVCICA,” “ 3 NOVCICA,” or “4 NOVCICA,”
in two lines, and an inscription on a tablet underneath,
while on two lower tablets are inscriptions in Turkish
characters. From 1879 to 1886 the impression of them
was in red, but since November 15th, 1886, it has been
in brown.



BREMEN.

Bremen, though the second in importance of the
Hanseatic towns of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck, was
the first to employ postage-stamps. The town was
rather scattered, as two other towns— Bremerhaven and
Vegesack—besides a number of hamlets were included
within its boundaries. The currency was the reichsthaler,
or rix-dollar, equivalent to about 3s. 3d., divided into 72
grote, n grote being considered equivalent to 5 silber-
groschen of Prussia, so that 2 grote, the smallest value,
was a little less than isgr.

Bremen early joined the German-Austrian Postal Union,
and, for what may be termed outside correspondence,
made use of German stamps, there being offices of Prussia,
Thurn and Taxis, and Hanover in the town. The stamps
issued by the Bremen Post-Office were either for local use
or were created for some special purpose.

Date of Issue,—April 10th, I mpression.— Lithographed.
1855. Perforation. — Not per-

Dksign.— Arms. forated, rouletted, and

Paper.—Various. perforated.

On April 10th, 1855, a stamp was issued of the value
of 3 grote, for the purpose of franking letters within the town,
including Bremerhaven and Vegesack. It was lithographed
in Bremen, and the transfers were taken from three draw-
ings, each of which differed slightly from the others. The
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general design, as is seen by the annexed engraving, showed
the Arms on a shield, “ bremen” 0On a tablet underneath,
and “ Stadt post amt” (town post administration) above,
there being a crown between this and the Arms. On each
side of the shield was the numeral “ 3,” in shaded figures
within an oval, with scroll ornaments, and in each angle the
numeral was repeated on a solid coloured ground (Fig. 124).

Type i has the scroll-work near the crown close together,
Type 2 has it more open, as also has Type 3; but in the
latter the numeral in the right upper angle has the lower
bow pinched in, and the ball at the end is small and badly
defined. There are also some other points of difference

Fig. 124. Fio. 15

between the three types sufficient to show that the sheet
of twelve rows of six was composed of three separate types
repeated in order. The impression was in black, on dull
greyish-blue paper of moderate thickness, gummed with
white gum thinly applied. The stamps were not perforated.

Another stamp was issued on April 4th, 1856, of a new
design, and of the value of 5 grote, it being created to
prepay the rate of postage to Hamburg. The design
showed the Arms on a shield in the centre, surmounted by
a crown. Above this, on a scroll, was “ Franco Marke,”
and underneath the value in words "finf Orote.” On
each side of the shield was the numeral of value, in an

K 2
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oval frame, with scroll ornaments. The whole was on a
rectangular ground of zigzag lines running horizontally.
The rectangle was voided at the angles, in which tvere
small ornaments (Fig. 125).

There were two types side by side, and the two differ in
some minute particulars. They can, perhaps, be dis-
tinguished most readily by the zigzags at the foot. In
Type i, counting the zigzags from right to left, there are
11J. In Type 2 there are n zigzags, with about half of
another- at each end. There are a pair of essays of these
types differing only in the upper inscription, which is
eTranco Marken.” This, however, whs an error, and none
of the stamps so printed exist obliterated; but unused
specimens were found when the residue of the stocks were
sold, and forged postmarks have been affixed to some of
these.

The stamps were lithographed at Bremen in black on
pink paper, which is very apt to fade, and were first issued
unperforated.

On July 10th, i860, another stamp was issued of the
value of 7 grote, for defraying the rate of postage to
Lubeck and Mecklenburg-Schwerin. This stamp was similar
in design to the 5 grote, with the exception of the value,
but there is only one type. It was lithographed in black
on yellow, and was issued unperforated (Fig. 126).

On December 13th, 1861, a stamp of 5Sgr. was issued
to prepay the ship rate to England. It was also litho-
graphed, the design showing the key, which constitutes the
Arms of the town, on a solid ground of colour, within an
upright oval frame, with scroll ornaments within a rectangular
frame, inscribed at the top “ b¥emen,” and at the bottom
“58gr.,” the Roman number “V ” being in the lower
angles on solid discs. The sides were ornamented with
drapery and scroll work. The impression was in bright
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green and also in olive-green, on plain white wove paper,
and the stamp was issued unperforated. Some of the
stamps were on very thick white wove paper (Fig. 127).
On the same day a stamp of 10 grote was issued for
the prepayment of the rate to Holland. This stamp was
lithographed in black on plain white wove paper, the design
showing the “key” on a vertically lined oval ground
enclosed in a double framing, the inner one resembling
engine-turned work, while the outer one, in which were
the inscriptions, was composed of lines crossing each other
diagonally, the frame making an irregularly-shaped oval.
In each of the four angles of the rectangle was the

Fig. 126. Fig. 127. Fig. 128.

numeral of value (Fig. 128). It may be noticed that in
all genuine copies there is an error of the engraver in the
left upper angle, the lines of the ground of the outer
framing extending over the exterior white lines of the frame.
The inscription was “ uaremen ” in the upper part and the
value in words (zehn grote) in the lower. It is curious
that this stamp is not known imperforate, though issued
at the same time as that of ssgr., but was rouletted with
a sawlike roulette gauging 15.

On April 29th, 1863, a stamp of 2 grote was issued for
the rate between Bremen and Vegesack. The design showed
the “key” in the centre within a pearled upright oval,



134 THE ADHESIVE POSTAGE-STAMPS OF EUROPE.

surrounded by a band of engine-turned work, inscribed
“bremen ” in the upper part, and the value in words in
the lower. This is within a rectangular frame, inscribed
“stadt ” on the left side, “ post” at the top, and “amt”
on the right. At the foot was an orna-
ment. The numeral of value was in
each of the four angles. The stamp
was lithographed in orange and orange-
yellow on plain white wove paper, and
rouletted similar to that of 10 grote

(Fig. 129).
This was the last stamp that was
Fig. 129. issued ; but during the course of 1862

and 1863 the stamps of 3 grote, black
on grey-blue, 5 grote, black on pink, and Ssgr., in green,
appeared saw-rouletted, but the 7 grote, black on yellow',
has not been so found.

In 1866 and 1867 the whole of the values appeared
perforated 13, which seems to have been done by a single-
line machine. No other change took place until, at the
end of 1867, the post-office of Bremen ceased to exist as a
separate administration, and from January ist, 1868, formed
part of the North German Confederation. The remaining
stamps in stock, comprising a large quantity of the per-
forated stamps and some imperforate copies of the 5 grote
and 5sgr. and of the rouletted stamps of 10 grote, were
subsequently sold.

In the following table the dates of issue have been
recapitulated :

Imperforate (1855-1861).
i. 3 grote, black on grey-blue, three types (April
10th, 1855).
2. 5 grote, black on pink, two types (April 4th,
1856).
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3. 7 grote, black on yellow (July 10th, i860).
4  5sgr., green, olive-green on white (December 13th,
1861).
Saw-roulette (1861-1863).
5. 10 grote, black on white (December 13th, 1861).
6. 2 grote, orange, orange-yellow on white (April
29th, 1863).
7. 5 grote, black on pink (November nth, 1862).

8 3 grote, black on grey-blue (May ist,1863).
5sgr,, sea-green, yellow-green on white (September
ist, 1863).

Perforated 13 (1866-67).

10. 2 grote, orange-yellow, yellow.
n. 3 grote, black on grey-blue.
12. 5 grote, black on pink.

13. 7 grote, black on yellow.

14. 10 grote, black on thin white.
15.  5sgr., yellow-green.

©

The obliterations of the Bremen stamps is for the most
part made with a circular dated stamp or with “ franco ”
in a straight line. Others are obliterated with “ bFemen,’
and the day, month, and hour underneath within a small
rectangular frame. This appears also to have been the
ordinary obliteration of the Prussian stamps used in Bremen ;
that of Thurn and Taxis is common, the stamp with con-
centric circles and the numerals 301 in the centre; while
others have T T and the date within a circle, or “ Bremen
Th. & Tx.” The Hanover stamps used there were obliterated
with the date-stamp of the town.
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The Postal Administration of the Duchy of Brunswick
did not follow the example of its neighbours— Hanover
and Prussia— in issuing postage-stamps until January ist.,
1852. The currency was the same as that of Hanover,
being the reichsthaler, worth about 3s. 3d., divided into
24 gutegroschen of 12 pfennigé, or the thaler, worth about
3s., divided into 30 silbergroschen of 10 pfennigé.

Issue |I.
Date of Issue—Jan. ist.,, Papf.or.—White wove.
1852. Impression.—Typographed.
Design.—Arms. Imperforate.

The first series consisted of three values, 1, 2, and 3
silbergroschen, which were issued simultaneously on January
ist, 1852. The design was the horse

of Brunswick galloping to the left, with

a ducal coronet above the whole, on a

transverse oval ground of vertical lines.

On each side were small, upright, un-

coloured ovals for the numerals of value,

Fig. 130. and on a scroll above was “braun-
schweig,” and on another scroll under-
neath “ ein (zwei, drei) sitii, gr.,” the whole enclosed in

a transverse oblong rectangular frame of a thick and thin
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line (Fig. 130). The stamps were designed, engraved, and
printed by Petersen, an engraver in Brunswick, and there
are slight differences in the engraving of the dies of
each value, sufficient to show that separate dies were
engraved. The sheets, so far as we are able to ascertain,
consisted of 100 stamps, in ten rows of ten, and were
printed from type-metal casts. The paper was plain white
wove, rather thick. The stamps were imperforate.
The colours of the impression were :

1. isgr,, rose.
2. 2sgr., blue.
3. 3sgr., vermilion-red.
The series was only in use for fourteen months, and
unused specimens, with the original gum, are amongst the
rarest of German stamps.

| ssue |II.

Date of lIssue.—March ist, Paper. — Coloured wove,
1853. watermarked.

Design.—As before, except Impression.—Typographed.
-Jgutegr. Imperforate.

On March ist, 1853, the stamps appeared printed in
black on coloured paper, the isgr. being on yellow, the
2sgr. on blue, and the 3sgr. on rose.

The paper was hand made and water-
marked in panes of 100, with hori-
zontal and vertical lines indicating the
space to be occupied by each stamp,
in the centre of which was a post-horn,
with its mouth to the left (Fig. 131).
The printing was entrusted to J. II.
Meyer, of Brunswick, who executed it
under the control of the administration, in an ordinary
printing-press.  The paper for the isgr. is pretty even in
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thickness, but there is more variation in the blue and rose
paper. The stamps were similar in all respects to the last,
with the exception of the impression being in black on
coloured watermarked paper.

The colour of the paper varied from time to time, as
the issue lasted for some years.

4. xsgr., black on orange-yellow, yellow.
5. 2sgr., black on dark to light blue.
6. 3sgr., black on dark rose to light rose.

On March ist, 1856, the series was reinforced by the
issue of two stamps of smaller values, £sgr. and asgr.
These stamps were of similar design to the other current
values, that of ]sgr. bore the inscription on the lower scroll
of “DREI PFENNIG,” and that of isgr. “ VIER SILBR. PF.”
These stamps were also printed on paper watermarked with
post-horns, the ijsgr. being on dull brown, and the “sgr.
on white.

7. isgr., black on brown.
8. isgr., black on white.

In February, 1857, the jsgr., of which only 271,040
were printed, was superseded by the issue of a large square
stamp of 24mm., capable of being
divided into four, each of which

TVttjnnrkr ‘olm\nrlru. .. R
f-<A> divisions .represented 3pK, .the entire
Im L stamp being therefore equivalent to
a gutegroschen. The engraving will
tip D better explain the design of the

culrT 1l ; stamp than any verbal description,
Toetmarko Fodmorbe which must necessarily be compli-
cated, and it will be sufficient to say
that in each compartment was a
ducal coronet, with “£” in a transverse oval underneath,
below which was “ Gutegr.” In the exterior border was

Fig. 132.
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“ Postmarke ” at the top and bottom of each compartment,
and “3 Pfennige” on the side. The impression was on
similar paper to that used for the Jsgr., but the watermarks
appear irregularly on the stamps, as they were adjusted
for stamps of a smaller size (Fig. 132).

A printing of this stamp was made in 1860 in brown
on white watermarked paper, but for some reason, said to
be political, it was never so issued, and the stock was
sold when the post-office of Brunswick was absorbed by
that of the Confederation of North Germany.

9. Jgutegr., black on brown.

In 1862 the 3sgr, resumed its former colour of rose on
white, but was printed on the watermarked paper.

10. 3sgr., rose on white; watermark, post-horn.

On January ist, 1863, another value was added to
the series by the issue of a stamp of |sgr., printed in
black on green watermarked paper. It was similar in
design to the other values, but instead of the value
in numerals in the small ovals at the side of the Arms
being in colour, they were on a black ground. The
value in words on the lower scroll was expressed as
“ FUNF PFENNIG.”

11. isgr., black on green and yellow-green.

I ssue IlI.

Date of Issue.— 1864. Design, Paper, and Impres-

Perforation.— Rouletted. sion.— As before.

Up to 1864 none of the stamps had been issued other-
wise than imperforate ; but in July of that year the isgr.
was issued, printed in yellow on white watermarked paper,
rouletted in line 12 to 12~ This was possibly a trial, for
in the same year the following stamps appeared rouletted
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16 in scallop, which was done by the printer, Meyer, in the
press by means of thin brass printer's rule : *

Scallop-roulette.
12. isgr., black on white.
13. isgr., black on green and yellow-green.
14. isgr., black on yellow (issue of 1853).
15. isgr., yellow and orange-yellow on white ; also
rouletted in line.
16. 2sgr., black on blue (issue of 1853).
17. 3sgr., rose or carmine on white.

We are aware that some of the above besides the isgr.,
yellow on white, are catalogued as being found rouletted in
line: and the isgr., black on green, is also catalogued as
perforated 12; but we are sceptical as to these, though we
have seen them. There is no doubt that the isgr.,
perforated 12, was an unofficial production; nor is there
any doubt that some rouletted specimens have been manu-
factured by the purveyors of varieties.

The early issues on unwatermarked paper have been
extensively forged, but these imitations
are lithographed. The central design is
the best test of the genuine character
of a specimen so far as the type is con-
cerned, and among points to be noticed
may be mentioned the roadway under the
horse : in the isgr. there are four well-
defined stones ; in the 2sgr. there are
two ; and in the 3Sgr. there are three.

The obliterations on the early stamps
are ordinarily in blue, with “ braunschweig” iNn a semi-
circle or a circle ; but afterwards a stamp was introduced

Fjg. 133.

* The scallop roulette, called by the French percage en arc, is a variety of zigzag,
the rouletted edges of the stamps showing a succession of small curves ; the effect is
shown in Fig. 134.
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with the index-number of the post-office in the centre of a
square, placed angle upwards, composed of sixteen graduated
lines (Fig. 133).

Issue V.
Date of Issue.— Oct., 1865. Paper.—White wove.
Design.— Arms within up- Impression. — Embossed in
right oval. colour.

Perforation.— Rouletted.

In October, 1865, stamps of an entirely new form were
introduced. The colours were also changed, so as to make
them more in conformity with those adopted by the Thurn
and Taxis Office and the German States. The dies,
which were engraved on steel at Berlin, were common
to adhesives and a series of envelopes. The design
consisted of the horse with a ducal coronet over it
on a solid coloured ground within an upright oval engine-
turned band, intercepted on each side by a disc carrying
the numeral of value. The band was inscribed at the top
tlbraunschweig,” and at the bottom “groschen” (Fig. 134).
Four values were issued, &gr., igr., 2gr,, and
3gr., embossed in colour on plain white
wove machine-made paper. They were
rouletted in scallop 16, similar to those
of the former design issued in 1864.
The values and colours were as follow ;

18. -sgr., black.

19. igr., rose, carmine, and rose-red.

20. 2gr,, blue and ultramarine blue.

21.  3gr., red-brown and olive-brown.

At the end of 1867 the postal administration of Brunswick
was merged in that of the Confederation of North Germany,
and ceased to exist as an independent establishment after
December 3l1st, 1867. The stamps remaining in stock were
subsequently sold to a German dealer.

Fic. 134.
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As embossed stamps for several other German States
besides Brunswick were made in Berlin at the Imperial
Printing Works, it may be well to explain here the mode
in which they were manufactured. The matrix dies were,
with scarcely any exception, engraved by Schilling, the
engraver to the works. The central design alone was first
engraved on a block of steel in intaglio, from which a
mechanical workman made a punch in steel ; and if four
values were required, he, with the aid of the punch, sank
the central design on four steel dies, on which the engraver
subsequently added the border and the proper inscriptions.
Were envelopes alone wanted, the process was complete ;
but when adhesive stamps were required a further process
was necessary, asplates had to be constructed. The
embossed adhesive stamps were usually printed in sheets of
ioo or 150, arranged in rows of ten. Fifty rectangular
impressions in lead of the sizeof the stamp were struck
from each die ina fly-press,and these were damped
together in a chase in five rows of ten. From each of
these, two or three electroplates were made, which formed
the printing-plate of 100 or 150 stamps. The vertical and
horizontal rows were numbered consecutively in each margin
in movable type figures, and the plate was ready for printing.
The process appears complicated, but it was not a very
expensive one where* the stamps ivere- not required in large
guantities. For example, the account of the entire cost of
the manufacture of the plates for five values of embossed
stamps for Oldenburg, where the dies were not used for
envelopes, was jQ37 ros. ; and the cost of printing 8coo
sheets of 100 stamps each in five values, inclusive of paper,
rouletting, and gumming, was at the rate of about 7s. per
100 sheets, or a little less than 8|d. per 1000 stamps.



BULGARIA,

The principality of Bulgaria, although under the suzerainty
of Turkey, has a separate existence, as it owes its autonomy
to the provisions of the Treaty of Berlin, of July 13th,
1878, and is governed by a Prince elected by the National
Assembly.  Prince Alexander of Battenberg was elected
April 29th, 1879; but resigned in 1886. In September of
the previous year the province of Eastern Roumelia, which
was also formed into an autonomous province under the
provisions of the Treaty of Berlin, revolted and declared
for union with Bulgaria, with which it is now incorporated,
under the name of Southern Bulgaria, Prince Ferdinand
of Saxe-Coburg, who was elected July 7th, 1887, being
now the ruler over the united provinces.

Postage-stamps were in use in Eastern Roumelia before
its union with Bulgaria, but ceased to be issued on Sep-
tember 18th, 1885, when the union of the provinces was
proclaimed ; but to exhaust the stock in hand they
were stamped with the Lion of Bulgaria, and were
so used until they were superseded by those of
Bulgaria. It will avoid confusion to consider those of
Eastern Roumelia under the head of “ Roumeria,” apart
from those of Bulgaria, in the same way as the stamps of
the German States that have been superseded by those of
the Imperial Administration.
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The postage-stamps of Bulgaria bear inscriptions in
Sclavonic characters, and Awere first issued in francs and
centimes; but in the next issue the values were
expressed in stotinki—a stotinka being equivalent to a
centime, while ioo stotinki arc equivalent to i leva,
which is, in fact, the Bulgarian name for a franc.

Issue |I.
Date of Issue.— May ist, Design.— Lion rampant with-
1879. in an upright oval band.
Paper.— White laid with Impression.— In black or
undulations, similar to colour on white ; surface-
that then in use for the printed.

postage-stamps of Russia. Perforation.—15.

The first issue was made on May ist, 1879, the
stamps being manufactured at St. Petersburg. The series
consisted of five values, allof the same design, which
showed a crowned lion rampant within a solid coloured
upright oval band, with inscriptions in
white Sclavonic characters and in the
Bulgarian language, signifying “ Bulga-
rian Post,” in the upper part, and the
value in words in the lower expressed
in centimes or francs. In the four
angles ofthe rectangle enclosing the

oval were discs, with the numerals of
fig 135. value in white on a ground of solid
colour, except in the case of the iff.,

where the numeral was replaced by an ornament. The
stamps were bi-coloured, thelion, the oval band, and the
discs for the numeral, as also the arabesque filling-in, being
in one colour, while the ground was in another colour.
The impression was on white laid paper, in which were
watermarks of wavy lines, and there were initial letters on
the sheet, probably denoting the name of the maker of
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the paper. The stamps were perforated 15. Like all the
stamps emanating from the factory at St. Petersburg, they
were well printed and gummed (Fig. 135).

The following were the values and colours :

5c., black with ground of yellow, orange-yellow.
toe., black with ground of dark green.

25c., black with ground of violet,

50c., black with ground of blue.

tfr., black with ground of red.

ISP ARSI

I ssue II.
Datf. of Issue.— 1881, 188r. Design, Paper, &c,— As before.

In June, 1881, the stamps were modified by abering
the lower inscription in the oval to “ stotinki” in place
of “ centimes,” and some changes were nade in the
colours as also in the values. The series then issued
consisted of:

6. 3stot., carmine with ground of drab.
7. 5slot., black with ground of yellow.
8. iostot., black with ground of gteen.
9. i5stot., carmine with ground of green,
10. 25stot., black with ground O' violet.
11. 3ostot., indigo with ground of buff.

Towards the end of 1882 modifications were again made
in the colours, which were then issued as follow:

12. 3stot., orange with ground of yellow.

13. bGstot., green with ground of pale green.
14. iostot., rose with ground of flesh.

15. isstot., violet with ground of lilac.

16. 25stot., dark blue with ground of light blue.
17. 3ostot., violet with ground of pale green.
18. sostot.,, dark blue with ground of flesh.
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J1 somewhat remarkable error has been discovered in this
series : the sstot. has been found printed in the colours of
the iostot. This arose from one of the electrotypes of the
5Stot, being accidentally inserted at St. Petersburg into the
printing-forme of 100 electrotypes of the rostot, in place of
one of the electros of the latter value. The error was
discovered in Bulgaria, but not before one at least had
been postally used.

Fig. 138. Fig. 139.

In the early prrt of the year 1884, for some reason
or other, possibly arising from certain values being out of
stock, the rostot, of 1882 (No. 14) appeared surcharged in
black, with a large shaded numeral “ 3” of 7mm. high
(Fig. 136). The 3ostot.,, blue and buff, of 1881, was
surcharged in red with a similar figure of “ 5” (Fig. 137),
and the 25stot.,, blue on pale blue, was surcharged in red
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with “ 15" (Fig. 138), the numerals being i2mm. high.
Later on the ifr., of 1879, black on red, was surcharged in
black with “50,” the numerals being also n”~mm. high
(Fig. 139).
19. 1884, 3 on rostot,, rose and flesh, surcharge in
black.
20. 1884, 5 on 30stot.,, indigo on buff, surcharge in
red. .
zi. 1884, 15 on 25stot., dark blue on pale blue, sur-
charge in red.
22. 1885, 50 on ifr, black on red, surcharge in
' black.

The surcharges in red are found both in carmine and in
vermilion-red. It is said that the 3ostot. was also surcharged
with “ s ” in black, but if so it was probably an error. If,
on the other hand, it is spurious, it would not be the only
instance, as several unauthentic surcharges were made about
that period in Sofia. By a decree of September 301h, 1888, all
surcharged siamps, whether of Bulgaria or Southern Bulgaria,
ware demonetised.

In August, 1885, two new values of 1 and 2stot. were
added to the series of 1882, which they resembled in
type, paper, and perforation, but were printed on white
without any second colour.

The istot. had the inscription of value as “ cdine stotinke,”
and the 2stot. as “ dwa stotinki.” This was an error ;
and about the same time, in the year following, the
same values appeared with the inscriptions altered to “ edna
stotinka” and “ dwe stotinki.”

23. August, 1885, istot., lilac; inscription, “ edine
stotinke.”
24. Augukt, 1885, 2Stot., slate-green ; inscription, “ dwa
stotinki.”
L2
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25. August, 1886, istot-, lilac; altered inscription,
“ EDNA.”

26. August, j886, 2Stot., slate-green ; altered inscription,
“ OWE.”

In 1887 a stamp of 1 leva replaced the 1 franc of 1879;
and bore the inscription “edine,” similar to that on the
i franc, and was similarly printed in black on a red ground.

27. i leva, black on red ground.

Issue III.

Date of Issue.— May, 1889. Paper.—Plain white wove,

Design.—Lion in the upper ordinary thick wove, sub-
part, value in the lower. sequently very thin.

I mpression.— Surface-printed Perforation.— 13, and sub-
in colour on white. sequentlv ioJ and 11J.

In May, 1889, the jstot. of a new design made its
appearance, and was followed by the other values of
similar design according as the old stocks became exhausted.
The dies were engraved in Paris, and the first printings
were made there. The design shows the Lion of Bulgaria

within an uncoloured upright oval in the
upper part of the stamp with an arched
tablet above, on which is “ Bulgarian
Post” in coloured letters, and there are
ornaments in the upper angles of the
rectangle. Under the oval is a rec-
tangular block carrying the numeral of
value on a solid ground of colour, and
at the foot is the denomination in sto-
tinki, which, as well as the other inscrip-
tion, is in the Bulgarian language. The rest of the lower
part of the rectangular stamp is filled up with foliage
(Fig. 140). The stamps were surface-printed on plain un-
watermarked wove paper of moderate substance, and were
well gummed with gum nearly white. The perforation was 13.
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The values and colours of the new issue were as
follow :

28. islot., mauve.

29. 2stot., grey.

30. 3stot., yellow-brown.
31. sstot., green.

32. iostot., carmine-red.
33. 15stot, bistre.

34. 25stot, dull blue.

35. 3ostot., brown.

36. 5ostot., blue-green.
37. i leva, brick-red.

In February, 1892, the 3ostot., brown, appeared with
the numeral of value surcharged with “ 15” in black in
small numerals over the original numerals.

38. 15 on 3ostot.,, brown, surcharged in black.

In 1893 some of the values began to arrive with other
perforations than that of 13, and the 5, 10, 15, 25, and 50
stotinki are found perforated ioJr or 11*, the perforation
being done by single line machines, which tend to show
that the manufacture was then transferred to Sofia, where
similar perforations of 10~ and 11V are found on the
unpaid letter stamps which were printed there; and it
is also probable that those perforated with other than
the gauge of 13 were locally printed. This gives varieties
dependent on the gauge of the perforation. The colours
also of some of the values were modified, and are as
follow :

39. bGstot, yellow-green.
40. lostot., pale rose.

41. i5stot., orange-yellow.
42. 2tjstot,, pale blue.
43. 3ostot, light brown.
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The Inter printings are also found cn very thin paper,
and perforated 10™ and ni.

In October, 1895, the 2stot.,, No. 24, was surcharged in
red with “01” in large numerals, probably to use up old
stock (Fig. 141).

44. i on 2stot.,, green on white, surcharged in red.

On May 13th, 1896, the series of stamps in use was
completed by the addition of two values of 2 and 3 leva of
similar design to the rest of the series, but perforated 13
(Fig. 142).

45. 2 leva, red on salmon.
46. 3 leva, black on buff.

It may be mentioned that the stamps are ordinarily
obliterated with a large dated stamp, but others have a

cancelling mark of parallel lines, and a few are of a lattice-
work pattern.

Postage Due Stamps.

In the autumn of 1884, three values of unpaid letter-
stamps were introduced of the values of 5 25, and 50
stotinki. The numeral, in white on a solid ground, was
enclosed in a circular band, inscribed with the value
in wrds. In the sides of the rectangular frame were
inscriptions, those on the left and right sides signifying
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“ Bulgarian Post,” and those at the top and bottom “ Tax
for extra payment.” The design is shown in Fig. 143, so
that it need not be described further,
but the size was 24mm. by 185mm.
They were printed in Sofia on plain
white wove paper, and were rouletted
with angular cuts in zigzag of six to
the 2Cm. scale, called by the French
percage en losange for lack of some
better term. There are considerable
variations in the colour of the impres-
sion, owing probably to the printings
not being large and therefore more fre-
quent. They were also issued in 1886 without being
perforated, and in 1887 perforated ti].

1. 1884, 5stot.,, orange (shades); rouletted.

1884, 25stot., carmine-red (shades); rouletted.
1884, sb6stot., dark blue; rouletted.

1886, b5stot., orange (shades) ; imperforate.

1886, 25stot., carmine-red; imperforate.

1886, 5ostot., blue and dark blue; imperforate.
1887, bstot., orange (shades'); perforaud 115.
1887, 25stot., carmine-red (shades) ; perforated 117,
9. 1887, soOstot., blue (shades); perforated ii|.

NN

In the year 1893 the design of the sstot. was re-engraved,
the principal alterations being that the design was made
clearer and the pearls better drawn ; the inscriptions also
differed in type, that of the one under the figure of value
being larger. The impression was on very thin paper, and
the perforation 115, and also io].

10. sstot., orange,

No further changes occurred until September 1895, when
8cco copies of the rcstot. were printed in pale blue, and
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were rouletted with angular cuts finer than on those issued
in 1884. It was said they were for use only in Softa.

On the 30th of the same month the 5ostot., in pale blue,
imperforate, was surcharged in red with “30” above
the lower tablet, and the original value barred with a
line. The same surcharge was also applied to the 5ostot.
of 1897, and perforated rijs (Fig. 144).

Ii. 5ostot., pale blue; rouletted.
12. 30 on soéstot., pale blue; imperforate.
13. 30 on b5ostot., dark blue (1887); perforated it£

Fig. 144 Fio. 45.

In April, 1896, the stamps began to appear printed from
re-engraved dies. The design was the same as that of the
former issues ; but the stamp was not quite so large as before,
being 22|mm. by I6imra., and was better executed (Fig. 145).
The impression was on plain white wove paper, rather thick,
and the gum quite white. The perforation is 13.

14. 5stot., orange.
15. rostot., violet.
16. 3ostot., blue-green.

Commemorative Stamps.

This account Ol the Bulgarian stamps could scarcely be
considered complete unless reference was made to four very
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ordinary and ugly stamps that were

issued on February

2nd {14th), 1896, to commemorate the baptism of Prince

Boris into the Orthodox Church. The
central design within the rectangle showed
the Arms of Bulgaria displayed on a
mantle, surmounted by a crown. Over
this, on an arched tablet, was the date
“ 2 February, 1896,” in the language
of the country, and. on a straight
tablet at the top “buigaria.” The
numeral of value is on a disc at the
foot, and on a scroll on each side

is “ stot.” (Fig. 146). The stamps were lithographed on

plain white paper, and perforated 13.
1. istot,, green.
2. 5stot., blue.
3. ibstot., violet.
4. 25stot., red.
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As the present pages are confined to those stamps that
properly belong to Europe, a geographer might raise the
qguestion whether Cyprus should be included in them or
not; but there seems to be no solid reason why its
geographical position should interfere with its postal history,
which is certainly European,

Cyprus was taken possession of by Great Britain on
July 27th, 1878, in pursuance of the Anglo-Turkish Con-
vention of June preceding, by which the administration of
it was given up to Great Britain. The currency in the
island is in paras and piastres, 40 paras being equal to one
piastre. The piastre, however, seems to differ in value
from that in use in other countries, as nine C)prus piastres
of 40 paras each are equivalent to one shilling {Philatélie
Record, Voi. Ill., p. 81),

Before the occupation of the island by Great Britain, the
stamps of Turkey were current in the islaad ; besides which
there was a communication with Smyrna by the Asia Minor
Steamship Company, which, in 1868, made use of stamps of
one and two piastres. When the British occupancy began,
the current stamps of Great Britain were employed ; but to
prevent speculation in them it was deemed advisable to
ear-mark them. They were accordingly overprinted with
“cyprus,” and began to make their appearance in April,
1880. This, therefore, may be considered as the point of
departure in the stamp history of the island.
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Issue |I.

|ssue of Stamps of Great Britain, overprinted with

“ CYPRUS.”

The earliest mention of this issue is to be found in the
Philatelic Record for May, 1880, in which the 2-jd. lilac-
rose is mentioned as having arrived overprinted with
“cyprus,” the overprint being 16mm. in length. It will
be recollected that the colour of the 2~d. had been
changed to blue, and so appeared on February 5th, 1880;
and, in fact, all the other overprinted stamps which sub-
sequently appeared were taken from stock printed from
piates in use in Great Britain between 1878 and the end of

Fig. 147. Fig. 148

1879 (Fig- 147). In the following month the journals
announced the receipt of the |d. and id. line-engraved, the
4d. in pale sage-green, the 6d. in green-black, and the is.
in green, similarly overprinted. The overprint was applied in
England by De La Rue and Co., and was printed in black
typographically across the bust under the head, and in
Egyptian capitals of 2imm. The overprint was a little
over 16mm. long, beir.g the same in all the values except
in the Isd., where it was only 13mm. long and the type
was smaller {Fig. 148). The cancelling stamp was that of
the bars in oval form then in use in England, with a
number in the centre, the postal number of Larnaca being
942, that of Nicosia 969, that of Bafla 974, that of
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Famagusta 975, that of Platres 980, that of Limasol 981,
and that of Kerynia, 982.

The following is a list of the overprinted stamps :

1. id., red-rose; plates 14. 15, and 19.

2. id., red; plates 174, 131, 184, 201, 205, 208,
215, 216, 217, 218, and 220.

27d., lilac-rose; plates 14 and 15.

4d., pale green; plate 16.

6d., green-black ; plate 16.

6. is., green; plate 13.

o bk~ w

Of these the id., plate 19, and the id., plates 174, 18r, 184,
205, 208, and 220, are the scarcest. This stock was sent

Fig, 149 Fig. 150. Fig. 151.

out in August, 1879, it being anticipated that it was sufficient
for a jear’s supply, though it proved to be more than
enough for that period.

The supply of the ~d. value, of which only 143 sheets
were sent, being exhausted about February, 1881, the post-
office officials in the island were compelled to make a
provisional stamp, which they did by surcharging a number
of the stamps of id. with the new value in black over the
old one in Egyptian capitals. The surcharge was i8|mm.
in length, and as the stamp was 19mm. in width a perfect
surcharge is to be rarely found (Fig. 149). The surcharge
was lithographed and roughly executed.
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In April, 1881, the Philatelic Record mentioned having
received specimens of a new type of surcharge, the letters
being closer together, the entire length being only i6Jmm.
This surcharge was well within the width of the stamp
(Fig. 150). Specimens are also found in which the length
of the line of the surcharge is only 16mm, Both surcharges
are scarce, that of 16mm. being the rarer of the two, and
they are only found on plates 201, 216, and 218. They
appear to have been done by hand-stamps, as they are
irregularly distanced, and in some cases the line is awry and
does not range with the surcharge cn the next stamp.

In June, 1881, the same journal announced the arrival
of specimens with a third surcharge, still shorter, and the
size of the letters was smaller, the surcharge measuring
about 13mm. in length (Fig. 151). The reason given for
the new surcharge was that the lithographic stone used
for the first surcharge broke, and it was necessary to
lay down the surcharges on a fresh one. This surcharging
was not well done, as specimens are found where it has
been printed twice, and even three times, on the same
stamp ; but as these are universally, or nearly so, unused
copies, it is probable that they had been rejected for
the time, and were sold to dealers after the advent of the
new issue, which took place on July ist, 1881.

It would seem, therefore, that the hand-stamps, giving
16mm, and i6jmm., were employed between the breaking of
the stone that gave the i8|mm. surcharge and the laying down
of the one that gave that of 13mm.

Before proceeding to the issue of July, 1881, it will be
best to sum up the surcharges of ~d. on id., red.

7, jjd. on id., red, surcharge of i8jmm., on plates
181, 201, 205, 208, 215, 216, 217, 218, 220.

8 Id. on id., red, surcharge of i6|mm, and 16mm.,
on plates 201, 216, and 218.
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9. id. on id., red, surcharge of 1311lm, on plates
201, 205, 215, 217, and 218.

| ssue |II.

Issue of July ist, 1881, Values in Piastres.

Papf.R—White wove, water- Impression— Surface-primed,
marked “ crown cc.” Perforation— 14.

At length, after some delays, the new series, with the
values in piastres, was issued, consisting of |p., ip., 2p., 4p.,
and 6p. It was also accompanied by the id. red, over-
printed “ Cyprus,” and with its equivalent in the currency
of the island of “ 30 paras,” i4|mm. long (Fig. 152).
The piastre values were manufactured by De 1n Rue and
Co., and the design was that of the Antigua stamps of

Fig. 152 Fig. 153

1S79, being the head of the Queen in an octagon, and
they were printed on the paper of the Crown Colonies,
watermarked “ crown cc” and perforated 14* (Fig. 153).

* These stamps were printed from one cf the =stock" plates of De La Rue and
Co., which was used for stamps for Antigua and Nevis, in 1879; for Turks' Islands,
in 1881; St. Lucia, in 1883i and Natal, In 1837, The stamp with the upper and
lower tablets in blank is first printed, and the name and value are inserted within
the tablets by a second printing, which is not always quite in register." It is
considered, however, to be good enough for a sort of ready-made article,
especially when stamps are wanted in a hurry and the parties desire to have
something cheap. As shown by the plate-numbers in the margins of the entire
sheets there have been two plates, 1 and 1, made from the original die, called
Type |I. Those printed from Plate 3 are from a re-engraved die, called Type Il
The lines in the background are more regular in Type Il. than in Type I.
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The series consisted therefore of:

10. 30 paras on id., red, surcharged in black, on plates
201, 216, 217, and 220.

11. i piastre, blue-green.
12. i piastre, rose.
13. 2 piastres, blue. 1

14, 4 piastres, light yellow-green,
15. 6 piastres, greenish-black.

Consequent on the exhaustion of the stock of 30 paras
on id., red, and the non-arrival of a stamp of that value
that had been ordered from England, provision was made
by surcharging stamps of 1 piastre, rose, with “ 30 paras,”
lbmra, long, but the issue pnly lasted from May 22nd
to June 7th, 1882 (Fig. 154).

mm

i *

Fic. 154, Fig. 1% Fig, 156.

As it was found that the similarity in the colours oi
the i piastre, green, and the 2 piastres, blue, when seen
by artificial light led to constant mistakes, it was deter-
mined to mark the \ piastre by overprinting it in black
with £ on each side of the head, which was done in
the island, the overprint being in small block numerals*
(Fig. 155). Some were also similarly overprinted by
De La Rue and Co., in ordinary numerals, but specimens

* li is a curious fact that by far the larger number of the used stamps of the
4 piastre of this and the next issue are blue, the colour having changed from some
cause or other.
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are rare (Fig. 156). The horizontal distance between the
top figures was 10',mm., while in those done in the island
the top numerals were 13mm. apart.

These stamps were all that were printed on “ Crown CC”
paper; the next impression was on “ Crown CA” paper.
It will be better, therefore, to make a separate issue of
these, and to complete the list of those on the “ Crown
CC ” paper.

16. 30 paras on 1 piastre, rose.

17- 2 h” on i piastre, green; overprinted in the
island, 13mm, apart.

18. “i h” on i piastre, green; overprinted in England,
iolmm. apart.

Issue III. "'

Similar Stamps to the Last, but Printed on
“Crown CA” Paper.

The 30 paras arrived about June, 1882, printed in mauve
upon “ Crown CA” paper, and was of the same type as that
of the last issue in piastres, This was followed by the
rest of the values, printed in the same colours as before,
and which were issued at various times during 1883, as
the" old stock became exhausted; the overprinting of the
N piastre also continued to be done in the island. In the
year 1886, the series was completed by the addition of a
value of 12 piastres, in light brown-orange; and about this
time the stamps of the J piastre were sent over, overprinted
with “g” on each side of the head in black, the
distance between the upper numerals being iojmm. as
before. Specimens are, however, found in which the
figures are only 8mm. apart; while some are also found
in Which there is only one overprint on the stamp. There
can be but little doubt that the specimens in which the
figures of the double overprint are only 8mm. apart are
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due to a displacement of the overprinting plate, for if there
were ioinmi. between the figures of the overprint, there
would be 8mm. between each pair.*

There appears to have been at least two supplies of the
stamps of this issue. The first, printed from plates i or 2,
and the other from plate 3, which was constructed from
a re-engraved- die. The chief finportance of this to the
student is that the colours of some of the values were
modified in the later printing: the 30 paras was much
brighter ; the i piastre, in place of being a green that
faded into blue, was of a more slate tint; and the 4 piastres
was an olive-green. Specialists make two series of these
printings, and théy would scarcely have been referred to
here had it not been that the 3 piastre of the later printing
was not overprinted, the difference in colour between it
and the 2 piastres, blue, being sufficiently marked.

19. 1 piastre, green; overprinted with “3 i ” in the
island, 13mm. apart.
20. ! piastre, green ; overprinted with “1 h” in England,

lojnim. apart.
21. if piastre, light slate-green.
22. 30 paras, mauve, bright mauve.
23. i piastre, rose, carmine.
24. 2 piastres, blue, ultramarine.
25. 4 piastres, greenish-olive.
26. 6 piastres, grey-olive.
27. 12 piastres, light brown-orange.

Issue V.
T he Bicoloured Series, 1894-6.
In 1894 the series began to appeat in which the inscrip-
tions in the upper and lower tablets were printed in different

4The specimen from which our illustration is taken (Fig. 156) is one of those
showing only 8mm. between the overprints.

M
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colours from the rest of the stamp. Three other values
were also added, the 9, 18, and 45 piastres, and the series
at present consists of the following, the second colour
being that of the inscriptions :

28. ~ piastre, green and carmine.

29. 30 paras, violet and green.

30. i piastre, carmine and blue.

31. 2 piastres, blue and chocolate.

32. 4 piastres, pale olive-green and maroon.
33. 6 piastres, grey-olive and green.

34. 9 piastres, brown and carmine.

35. 12 piastres, brown-orange and black.

36. 18 piastres, slate grey and brown.

37- 45 piastres, purple and blue.

Postage Due Stamps.

In the year 1882, some values of the fiscal stamps from
the *“ unappropriated ” dies, overprinted at the foot with
“cyprus” in the overprint colours of 1878, were employed
to denote the sum to be paid on unpaid or insufficiently
prepaid letters and postal packets, and were stamped in
black with the words “ postar surcharge ” in two lines.

The following are said to have been so employed :

1. id., lilac; overprint in black.

2. 2d., lilac ;overprint inblue.

3. 3d., lilac ;overprint inbrown.

4. 6d., lilac ;overprint ingreen.

5. 8d., lilac ;overprint incarmine.

6. rs., green ; overprint in black.

7. 2s., green ; overprint in blue.

8. 2s. 6d., green ; overprint in brown,
9. bs., green ; overprint in maroon.
10. ios., green; overprint in carmine.
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Possibly all these were employed, but used specimens
of Nos. 5 6, 7, g, and 10 are only known to exist.

The existence of two values of the revenue-stamps of
1883, on “ Crown CA?"” paper, is also known, similarly
stamped with “ postal surcharge.”

1 piastre, lilac.
2 piastres, lilac.

The use of postage due stamps was discontinued in 1889.
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The stamps of Denmark do not present many difficulties
to the collector, and would scarcely have been so numerous
as they are, had it not been for the changes that have
taken place in the currency since the period of their
creation, in 1851.

The first two stamps were issued in an old-fashioned
currency, of which the * marc banco” was the unit, worth
about is. 5id., which was divided into 48" rigsbankskilling.
In the second issue a new currency was adopted, in which
96 skilling were equivalent to 1 rigsbankdaler, worth about
2S. 3d. In 1874 the currency on the stamps was again
changed, and the values were in o6re, of which too were
equivalent to 1 rixdaler, or krona, worth about is. i|d.

Issue |I.

Date of Issue—April ist, Paper,—Hand-made, water-
1851. marked with crown.
Impression.— Typographed. Perforation.— Imperforate.

The first issue was made on April ist, 1851, and consisted
of two values of 2 and 4 rigsbankskilling of different
designs, the 2 R.B.S. being more especially for use in the
city of Copenhagen, and the 4 R.B.S. for inland postage.
The design of the 2 R.B.S. showed a small square of about
18mm., in the centre of which was the numeral “ 2,” with
“ pic.suANK-skit1ing ” underneath in two lines within a
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circular band inscribed “ kg1. post frimee rke.” The rest
of the stamp was filled in with ornamentations (Fig. 157).

The design of the 4 R.B.S. showed a crown with sword
and sceptre crossed underneath on a solid ground, within
a laurel wreath enclosed in a rectangular frame, inscribed
“post” at the top, “ fire r.u,s.” at the bottom, “ konge-
jigt” on the left, and “ frimarke ” On the right. There
were post-horns in small squares at each angle, and the rest
of the stamp was filled in with a groundwork of minute
dots (Fig. 158).

The paper was white, hand-made, of a yellowish tone,
but this may in part be attributable to the gum, which
was yellowish ; but more especially to a yellow or yellowish-

Fig* 158. Fig. 15Y

brown pattern of wavy lines printed on it previously to the
impression of the stamp. The paper was watermarked with
a crown, somewhat resembling the small crown on the
English line-engraved stamps of one penny and twopence,
though rather wider (Fig. 159). The stamps were printed
typographically, most probably from type-metal casts, and
were manufactured, like all the other stamps of Denmark,
at Copenhagen.
The following are the values and colours of the first

issue :

1. 2 rigsbankskilling, blue, dull blue, violet-blue.

2. 4 rigsbankskilling, brown, chocolate-brown, yellow-

brown, chestnut-brown.
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Issue II.

Date of |Issue. — Nov., Perforation. «—Imperforate.
1853. Two values rouletted in
Paper and Impression.—As '863.
before.

In the month of November, 1853, the 4 R.B S. appeared
with a new frame and altered inscrip.ions. That on the top
remained as before, but that on the left was only “ kgi..,”
and that on the right “ frm.,” while at the foot the value
was “ 2S.” or “4s.,” the 2sk. of 1851 having been discon-
tinued, and the same type made common to the two values.
The post-horns in the angle squares were also made more
distinct (Fig. 160). There was no change in the mode of
impression or in the paper, except that the underprinting
of the yellow lines was not so dark, and is frequently
invisible. The stamps were still unperforated.

3. 2sk., blue, dark blue, light blue.
4. 4sk., light brown, yellow-brown, full red-brown.

On July 24th, 1857, this issue was augmented by a new

value of 8sk., and on August ist following by another of i6sk.
(Fig. 161).

5. 8sk., green, yellow-green.
6. iosk., lilac, grey-lilac, mauve.
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In 1858 the dies of 4sk. and 8sk. were retouched, and
the ground in the spandrels was changed from a dotted
one to one composed of wavy lines. There was no other
change from the former type, and the impression was as
before.

7. 4sk., brown (shades), yellow-brown, grey-brown ;
wavy ground.
8. 8sk., green (shades); wavy ground.

In 1863 the 4sk. of 1858 (wavy ground), and the i6sk.
of August ist, 1857 (dotted ground), appeared rouletted.
In many catalogues specimens of the 8sk., green, are listed
as being rouletted, but the better opinion Is that these were
speculative. Many of the values ivere also perforated
privately ; but they are not worth the attention of the
collector, as the evidence seems to be sufficient to prove
that, with the exception of the two values above men-
tioned, all the stamps were issued by the Post-Office un-
perforated.

9. 4sk., 1858 (wavy ground), brown, red-brown;
rouletted.
10. i6sk., 1857 (dotted ground), violet; rouletted.

The obliterating mark first employed for the Danish
stamps was one composed of three concentric circles, with
the index-number of the post-office in the centre; but
subsequently the ordinary hand-stamp of the office was
made use of. There are some forgeries, especially of the
2 R.B.S., blue, which should be guarded against, and the
whole of the values in skillings up to 1871 were reprinted
officially in 1886 on plain wove unwatermarked paper, with
the exception of the two values of 45k. and 8sk. with
dotted ground, the dies of which did not exist, as they
had been retouched and the ground altered to wavy
lines.
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Issue IlI.

Date of Issue.—June, 1864. Design.— Crown, sceptre, and

Paper.— W hite wove, water- sword, within an upright
marked with crown. or al band.
Impression.— Typographed. Perforation,— 13.

In June, 1864, the 4sk. and i6sk. appeared in an
entirely new design, being a rectangle of 21 by i7Imm.
These were followed, in September and October, by two
others of similar type of the values of 2sk. and 3sk. The
8sk. did not appear till April 17th, 1868.

The design of the new series is shown in the engraving,
the crown being on a vertically-lined background within an
upright oval band, inscribed in the upper part “ kg1. post,

frm.,” and in the lower part with the value. The numerals

of value were in the four angles (Fig. 162). The impression
was on white wove paper, watermarked with a larger crown
than in the previous issue (Fig. 163). the stamps being
printed from electrotype plates. They were issued perforated,
though imperforate specimens are known, which were either
taken from sheets which escaped perforation or are proofs.

11, 2sk., blue, light and dark blue.

12.  3sk., lilac, rosy-lilac, violet.

13. 4-k, red, vermilion-red, carmine-red.

14. 8sk., yellow-brown.

15. i6sk., grey-green, olive-green.
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Issue IV.
Date of Issuf.— 1870-71 Paper and Impression,—AS
Design.— Numeral in centre. before.

Perforation—12J and 13J.

In 1870 the type was again changed, and the stamp
made rather smaller, as it measured 20by 17mm. A
new value of 48sk. was also added, which was the firstto
make its appearance in June, 1870. The other values of
2, 3, 4, 8, and 16 skilling appeared at various dates in
1870-71, as the stocks of the former issue became exhausted.
The new design showed a large numeral of value on a central
solid disc, surmounted by a crown, and with a post-horn
and branches below on a vertically-lined
ground, within an upright oval band, in-
scribed “danmark ” in the upper part,
and “ posTFriM.” and the value in the
lower.  The angles were filled in with
ornaments (Fig. 164). The impression
was on white wove paper, watermarked
with the crown of 1864, and was in
two colours, the whole of the central
portion being in one colour and the
rest in greenish-grey, except in the case of the 48sk,
which was in brown. For the impression it was there-
fore necessary to make use of two sets of plates, one for
each colour. The perforation was 1 3 and is also found
12j, done by single-line machines ; but imperforate specimens
are known arising from causes similar to those mentioned
in the former issue.

The following is a summary of the issue :

16. 2sk., frame greenish-grey; centre blue (shades),
ultramarine.
17. 3sk., frame greenish-grey ; centre mauve, violet.
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18. 4sk., frame greenish-grey ; centre carmine, dull rose,

red.

19. 8sk., frame greenish-grey ; centre yellow-brown.
20. i6sk., frame greenish-grey; centre green.

21. 48sk.,

frame brown, mauve, dark lilac.

| ssue V.

Date ok Issue.—Jan. ist, Design, Paper, and Im-

1875.

pression.— As before, the

Perforation.— 13P values being in ore.

Consequent on a change in the currency, which was
made to consist of the krona divided into 100 ore, the

Fig. 165.

stamps were all changed on January
ist, 1875, the first issue consisting of
seven values, 3, 4, 8 12, 16, 25, and
50 ore. The design was the same as
that of the former issue, the only dif-
ference being in the enunciation of the
value (Fig. 165). The paper and im-
pression were similar, and the perfor-
ation 13g.

In September, 1875, another value of

20 6re was added to the series; in October, 1877, one of
100 ore; and in May, 1879, one of 5 dre.
The following are the colours of the entire series :

22. 3 ore, frame light blue, blue-grey; centre grey,

23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

iron-grey.
4 ore, frame blue-grey; centre blue,
u'tramarine.

sky-blue,

5 ore, frame rose; centre blue, dark blue.
8 ore, frame blue-grey ; centre carmine, lake.
12 ore, frame blue-grey; centre dark lilac, brown-

violet.

16 ore, frame blue-grey; centre brown, grey-brown.
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28. 20 ore, frame rese ; centre,grey (shades).
29. 25 ore, frame blue grey ; centre green.

30. 50 o¢re, frame brown ; centre violet (shades).
31. 100 ore, frame grey ; centre chrome-yellow.

A few minor varieties exist, but these are the province
of the specialist.

Issue VI.

Date of Issue.—July, 1882. Facer.—As in lust issue.
Design.—Arms in an oval, Perforation.— 132 and in
numerals on each side. 1496 12J.

In July, 1882, a cheaper mode of manufacturing the
stamps of s 6re and 20 6re was adopted, which was after-
wards, in April, 1885, extended to the
10 ore, these being the stamps chiefly
in demand. The object was to dis-
pense with the double printing. The
design consisted of the Arms on a
shield surmounted by a crown, on a
vertically-lined ground within an oval
band, inscribed as before, the band
being intercepted on each side by discs FiC* 166,
carrying the numerals of value, which
are also repeated in minute figures in each angle of the
rectangular frame (Fig. 166). The paper was watermarked
as before, and the perforation 13"

32. 5 ore, green, dull green.
33. 20 ore, blue, dull blue.
34. 10 ore, carmine, lake.

In 1885 a small change was made in the stamps of 5 ore
and 20 ore, but it only consisted in the numerals of value
being rather narrower than before. These are really nothing
more than varieties of Nos. 33 and 34.
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The only other change that has since been chronicled is
that the 4 6re and 8 6re, NO3. 24 and 26, appeared in 1896
perforated 12\, and it appears that this perforation is likely
to he adopted for the future, as the 5 ore, green, the 10 ore,
carmine, the 12 ere, grey and rose, the 16 6re, grey and brown,
and the 20 6re have since appeared similarly perforated.

A dated stamp is used for the cancellation, but in the
older series, 1. and Il., the cancellation mark is three con-
centric circles with the index-number of the post-office in
the centre, as before stated.

Official Stamps.

| ssue |.

1871, three stamps, of the values of 2 4,
and 16 skillings, were issued for official
use. The design consisted of the
Arms on a shield surmounted by a
crown, on a solid upright oval ground
within a rectangular frame, inscribed
“post ” at the top, the value at the
foot, « tjeneste” ON the left side, and
“ frimee rke” ON the right (Fig. 167).
They were printed on paper water-
marked “ crown,” and perforated 13is

though some are found imperforated.

1. 2sk., blue, grey-blue, ultramarine.

2. 4sk., carmine, rose.
3. i6sk., green.

| ssue |II.

On the change in the currency the values were expressed
in “ ore,” no other alteration being made in the design,
and there were four values.
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4. 3 ore, lilac, mauve, violet,

5. 4 ore, blue, sky-blue, ultramarine.
6. 8 ore, rose, dull rose, lake.

7. 32 ore, green, yellow-green.

These stamps have long since become obsolete. Reprints
of Nos. i, 2, and 3 were made in 1886 on plain unwater-
marked paper ; but like those of the Issues Ill. and IV.,
made at the same time, they were not perforated.

This brings us to the close of all the Government issues up
to the present time. There are a mass of local stamps for
Aalborg, Aarhus, Copenhagen, Fredericia, Holte, Horsens,
Kolding, Odense, Randers, Svendborg, Veile, and Viborg
used for the conveyance of local letters and parcels; but
these are not of sufficient interest to describe, and do not,
in fact, come within the range of these pages.
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Although the Grand Duchy of Finland forms part of
the Russian Empire, yet for a long period after its cession
to Russia it preserved its autonomy to a certain extent,
and especially so in its postal administration. It was
certainly in advance of Russia in the use of postage-stamps,
as stamped envelopes were issued in Finland in 1845,
while they were not introduced into Russia till 1848.

Adhesive stamps were also first
made use of in Finland in Feb-
ruary, 1856, but the earliest issue
in Russia dates from December,
1857. There is every reason,
therefore, to treat the adhesives of
Finland as being entirely distinct
from those of Russia, and this
continued until 1890, when the
postal departments of the Grand
Duchy and of the Russian Em-
pire were amalgamated, and Russian stamps, earmarked
for use in Finland, were substituted for the Finnish issue
for all communications with Russia ; but though ordered to
extend to those used for abroad and for the interior, yet

the Finnish stamps appear to be still in use, more especially
for the interior.
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In the first two issues the values were expressed in
kopecs, ioo kopecs making one rouble of the value of
about 3s, 2d, Irt the year 1866 the postal currency was
altered to one in marks and penni, 100 penni being equal
to a mark of the value of about a franc, or c~d. The
relative values of penni and kopecs appear to be that 100
penni (or i mark) are equivalent to 25kop, silver, or 30
to 32 kopecs paper. The design, common to the envelopes
and adhesives, is shown in Fig. 168, the values being
expressed in kopecs: that to the left is in Finnish
characters, that to the right in Russian.

| ssue |,

Date of Issue.—February Paper.—Various.
ist (1 1856. JmprEssion.— Typographed.
Design.—Arms on a shield. Imperforate.

The first issue of adhesives took place on February ist
(12th), 1856, and consisted of two values—5 and 10 kopecs.
These uere both printed from the same dies as the envelopes
of similar value, so there is frequently a difficulty in deter-
mining whether a specimen is an adhesive or has been cut
from an envelope. All the envelopes of 5 and 10 kopecs
issued prior to February 12th have no white dot or pearl
in the opening of the horn. There was a sort of tradition
that these pearls were occasioned by a small hole made for
pinning the casts on to wood blocks ; but this appears to be
only a theory unsupported by facts, for the holders of this
notion went on to say that all the specimens of adhesives
were found with pearls, and that a copy without pearls
must have been cut from an envelope, while one with pearls
might either have been used as an adhesive or have been
part of an envelope. But the facts will not bear out this
theory. The pearls were not introduced for any such purpose,
nor do they appear to have been inserted till some days after
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the first printing of the adhesives, and copies of these have,
it is said, been found without them, though they are exces-
sively rare. Absolute reliance cannot, therefore, be placed
on this, nor on traces of gum, as any “ faker” will arrange
this. The great majority of the adhesives are post-marked
very distinctly, and few of the envelopes are so but are
generally pen-marked. The most reliable specimens are those
found on original letters.

The two values are found on thin greyish white wove
paper, and on thicker white wove. The iokop. is also
known on white paper with coarse vertical laid lines, and
possibly the 5kop. exists on similar paper. In the envelopes
of white laid paper the lines run obliquely. The 3kop. also
exists with pearls of a larger size than those commonly
found.

The stamps have been reprinted on strips of white and
bluish wove, and also on white vertically laid paper.

1. 5kop., blue and dark blue.
2. iokop., rose.

Issue |II.

DaiE of Issue.— January Paper.— Coloured wove.
ist (12 »), i860. Perforation. — Hardened
Design.—Arms on a shield. in zigzag.

I mpression.—Typographed.

On January ist (12th), i860, adhesives of a new design
were issued, showing the Arms on a shield surmounted by
a crown, on a plain upright oval ground, surrounded by
pearls within a rectangular frame, inscribed at the top with
the value, 5K011. or iokoii.,, and at the bottom with 5KOP.
or iokop. (Fig. 169). The dies were most probably
engraved on wood, and were printed on paper tinted with
the colour of the impression. They were, with few ex-
ceptions, issued perforated or, more properly speaking,
roulettcd in serpentine, of which the engraving presents a
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fair representation (Fig. 170). In this species of rouletting
the roulette cuts the paper between the stamps in zigzags
with rounded points, the points of one stamp corresponding
with the indentations of its neighbour. As they are only
cut about two-thirds through, the stamps are difficult to
separate without tearing some of the points. In the year
1865 the iokop. was printed for a short time on white
paper, and it is said that the 5kop. was also so printed, but
7ls the colour was apt to fade, too much reliance must not be
placed on copies said to be on white paper. The coloured
paper varies much in thickness, and specialists make two

Fig 160 Fjc, 1

scries, one on thick and another on thin paper, but it does
not appear that this variation was due to anything more
than accident.

3. 5kop., blue, dark blue on azure, and on white.

4. iokop., rose, bright rose on pale rose.

lssue |IlI.

Date of Issue.—January ist Paper.—Various.
(12th), 1866. Perforation. — Rouletted
Design.— Arms on shield. in zigzag.
Impression.— T vpographed.
On January ist (12th), 1866, the stamps appeared in
a new currency of penni, 100 of which made a mark, the
value being in Finnish at the top and in Russian characters

] N
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at the foot (Fiig. 171). Four values were first issued, con-
sisting of 5, 10, 20, and 40 penni. The 5 and 10 penni
resembled in type the 5 and 10 kopecs of the former
issue, and had eight stars on the shield ; the 10 and 20
penni had the wavy vertical lines of the background farther
apart, and there were fewer lines on the shield, which was
smaller than that in the 5 and 10 penni, but only
bore seven stars. The stamps were typographcd on coloured
paper, the 5 and 10 on laid paper of varying thicknessJ
and the 20 and 40 on wove paper.

Fio. 171. Fig 172.

In January of the following year the series was completed
by the issue of a value of 8 penni, as shown above, and
a further value of i mark was shortly afterwards added.
The 8 penni was of similar design to the other values,
though differing in detail. The frame was similar, with
the inscription pen. at the top and repeated at the foot
in Russian characters ; but the shield was small, like as
in the 10 and 20 penni, though the lines were more
numerous, and the wavy lines of the background were
closer and more regular. The impression was in black on
green wove paper, and the stamp was rouletted as the others.

The i mark was of a different type. The shield
bearing the Arms surmounted by a crown was of small
size, and had eight stars (Fig. 172). It was on a plain
ground within a rectangular frame, inserbed at the top
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and bottom “en mark,” with the Russian equivalent
in the left and the Finnish in the right, the numerals of
value being in the four angles on coloured discs. The
impression was in brown on plain white wove paper, and
the rouletting was as in the other values.

No further changes were made until about the middle
Of 1871, when the 5 and 10 penni appeared printed on
coloured wove paper in place of laid, the 5pen, being on
lilac and the iopen. on yellow varying to buff. About
the year 1875 the 4open. appeared also in rose on lilac-
coloured paper, but whether this arose from the rose-
coloured paper being exhausted at the moment is not
dear. The same stamp is found in rose on pale rose
wove paper, perforated 123, but this was probably a later
printing, possibly to use up the old stock of rose paper,
or it might have been an experiment in perforation.

Before summing up this issue, it may be well to observe
that there are two remarkable errors in the 5 and jo penni,
1866, on laid paper. By some accident a cast of the
5pen. was inserted in the forme of the iopen., and one of
the iopen. in the forme of the 5pen. The consequence
was that the 5pen. is found in the colours of the iopen.,
and the latter in those of the 5pen. The specimens, how-
ever, are very rare, as probably the error was soon dis-
covered, and either rectified or suppressed.

1866.
5. 5pen., reddish-brown on lilac; laid.
6. iopen., black on buff (shades); laid.
7. 2open., blue and dark blue on azure; wove.
8. 4open., red and rose on pale rose; wove.
1807.
9. 8pen., black on green and yellow-green ; wove.
10. i mark, brown and yellow-brown on white; wove.

N 2
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1871.

11.  5l»en. (1866), reddish brown on lilac; wove.
12. iopen, (1866), black on buff (shades); wove.

1%75-
13. 4opcn. (1866), rose on lilac; wove.
14. 4open. (1866), rose on pale rose; wove. Perf. 12/,

| ssue V.
Date of lIssue.— 1875-76. Paper.—White wove.
Design.—Arms on shield ; Impression.— Tj pographed.
numerals in angles. Perforation.— Various.

In July, 1875, the issue of stamps of a new design, as
shown in Fig. 173, commenced, a fresh value of 3rpen.
being the first to make its appearance. The Arms on a
shield, with solid ground, surmounted by a Crown, were
on a diapered ground within an up-
right oval band. At each angle of the
rectangle were the numerals of value
on discs, intercepting the oval band,
which was inscribed on the left “ fin-
1tand,” at the foot “penni,” and on
the right and top with the equivalents
in Swedish. The stamp was manu-
factured, printed, and perforated 13i at
Copenhagen, the impression being in carmine on plain
white wove paper.

The rest of the values, consisting of 2, 5, 8 and 20 penni,
appeared before the end of the year, as also did a fresh
printing of the 3rpen. These are all of the same design as
the 3rpen. manufactured at Copenhagen, but were manu-
factured at Helsingfors, and perforated 11. In 1877
the i mark of the same design and similarly printed
made its appearance. In May, 1879, the 3rpen. was
withdrawn, and a value of 25pen, took its place, the change

Fig. 173
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being made on account of an alteration in the rate of
postage. About September, i88i, the series was reinforced
by the iopen, value, printed in brown.

All these were perforated 11, but in 1881 the per-
foration was changed and gauged 12i, and all the values
then current, consisting of the 2, 5 10, 20, and 25 penni
and i mark, are found with the new perforation, but both
this and the former perforation of 11 were done by single-
line machines.

The following is a list of the values and colours :

(a) Perforated 13b Printed at Copenhagen.
15. 3rpen., carmine.

(b.) Perforated 11. Printed at Helsingfors.

16. 2pcn., grey (shades).

17. spen., orange (shades).
' 18. iopen., brown (shades).

19. 2open., blue (shades), ultramarine (shades).
20. 25pen., carmine (1879).

21. 3rpen,, carmine-rose (withdrawn in 1879).
22. i mark, mauve (shades).

(c.) Perforated 12
23.  2pen., grey.
24. 5pen., orange-red.
25. iopen., light yellow-brown.
26. 25pen., carmine.
27. 1 mark, mauve.

| ssue V,

In January, 1885, a change was made in the colour of
the stamps of the issue of 1875, and two higher values
were issued later on in the same year. No change was
made in the design, but the stamps in marks were printed
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1371.

11. spén. {1866), reddish brown on lilac; wove.
12. topen. (1866), black on buff (shades); wove.

*875-
13. 40pcn. (1866), rose on lilac; wove.
14. 4open. (1866), rose on pale rose; wove. Perf. 1

Issue IV.
Date of Issue.— 1875-7(L. Paper.— White wove.
Design.— Arms oOn shield ; Impression.— T jpographeil.
numerals in angles. PerforATioN,— Various.

In July, 1875, the issue of stamps of a new design, as
shown in Fig. 173, commenced, a fresh value of 3rpen.
being the first to make its appearance. The Arms on a
shield, with solid ground, surmounted by a Crown, were
on a diapered ground within an up-
right oval band. At each angle of the
rectangle were the numerals of value
on discs, intercepting the oval band,
which was inscribed on the left “ fin-
tana,” at the foot “ penni,” and on
the right and top with the equivalents
in Swedish. The stamp was manu-
factured, printed, and perforated 13/ at
Copenhagen, the impression being in carmine on plain
white wove paper.

The rest of the values, consisting of 2, 5, 8 and 20 penni,
appeared before the end of the year, as also did a fresh
printing of the 3arpen. These are all of the same design as
the 3rpen. manufactured at Copenhagen, but were manu-

Fic. 173.

factured at Helsingfors, and perforated 11. In 1877
the i mark of the same design and similarly printed
made its appearance. In May, 1879, 3Mpen. was

withdrawn, and a value of 25pen. took its place, the change
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being made on account of an alteration in the rate of
postage. About September, 1881, the series was reinforced
by the iopen, value, printed in brown.

All these wcgre perforated n, but in iS8i the per-
foration was changed and gauged 12i, and all the values
then current, consisting of the 2, 5 10, 20, and 25 penni
and i mark, are found with the new perforation, but both
this and the former perforation of 11 were done by single-
line machines.

The following is a list of the values and colours :

(a.) Perforated 13].. Printed at Copenhagen.
15. 3rpen., carmine.

(b.) Perforated 11. Printed at Helsingfors.

16. 2pen., grey (shades).

17. 5pen., orange (shades).

18. iopen., brown (shades).

19. ropeH., blue (shades), ultramarine (shades).
20. 25pen., carmine (1879).

21. 3rpen., carmine-rose (withdrawn in 1879).
22. i mark, mauve (shades).

(c.) Perforated 12
23.  2pen., grey.
24. 5pen., orange-red.
25. ropen., light yellow-brown.
26. 25pen., carmine.
27. i mark, mauve.

Issuf. V.

In January, 1885, a change was made in the colour of
the stamps of the issue of 1875, and two higher values
were issued later on in the same year. No change was
made in the design, but the stamps in marks were printed
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in two colours.

The rpen. was the only stamp the colour

of which was not changed. No change was made in the
perforation, which continued to be i2\.
The new colours were :

28. fpen., green.

29. iopen, carmine.

30. 2open., yellow.

31. 25pen., ultramarine.

32. i mark, frame in grey ; centre in red.
33. 5 marks, frame in green ; centre in red.
34. 10 marks, frame in brown ; centre in red.

Issue VI.

Datf, of Issue.—Jan,, 1890. Paper,— W hite wove.
D esign.— Modification of that Impression.—Typographed.

of 1875.

Perforation.— 12i.

In 1890 the stamps began to appear in a new design,
which was, to a certain extent, a modification of the former
one, but the die was evidently re-engraved, and the work

Fig. 174.

not nearly so well executed. The lion
on the shield was in a different position,
and his tail formed a loop, in the
centre of which was a star (Fig. 174).
There were nine stars, irregularly placed,
in lieu of eight, which in the former
type were arranged with regularity. The
inscriptions on the oval band— which was
not continued at the foot, being there
intercepted by a disc carrying the nu-

merals of value-—were altered: “ Fin1ana” remained on the
left, but at the top was the same in Swedish and on the
right the same in Russian. The discs carrying the value
remained in the upper angles, but in the lower angles that
to the left was inscribed “ pf.n,» and that to the right with
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the equivalent in Russian characters. The stamps were
printed on thick white wove paper, and perforated 12
This perforation is being gradually altered to 14.
The following are the values and colours :

35.  2pen., grey.

36. b5pen., green.

37. iopen., rose.

38. 2o0pen., yellow.

39. 25pen., ultramarine.

40. i mark, grey ; centre red.

41. 5 marks, green; centre red.

42. ro marks, brown; centre red.

Issue VII.

In the year 1890 a decree was made by the Emperor
of Russia for the amalgamation of the postal service of

Fig. 17;. Fig. 176.

the Grand Duchy of Finland with that of Russia, and the
Minister of the Interior was ordered to carry this into
effect.  Accordingly the Minister in the following year
ordered that from and after May 19th (June ist) the
letters throughout the Grand Duchy of Finland, as well as
all letters sent to Russia or abroad, should bear Russia/!
stamps ear-marked for use in Finland, and which stamps so
marked could not be used in Russia, nor could Russian
stamps without the marks be used in Finland.
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These marks, consisting of a dot with a circle round it
were added to tire various stamps of Russia then current,
and are as follow : ,

In. i, 2, 3, and 7 kopecs, the marks commence close to
the value under the oval centre, and are continued upon
each side of the oval, gradually diminishing in size, there
being six and a dot on each side (Fig. 175).

In 4, 10, 20, and 50 kopecs, and r rouble, the marks
are in the hollowed-out portion of each angle (Figs. 176
and 177).

Fig 177. Fic. 178. Fig. 179.

In the 14 and 35 kopecs, the marks are on each side
of the crown (Fig. 178).

In the 3j and 7 roubles the arabesque work in the
spandrels is removed and replaced by the marks in each
angle (Fig. 179).

43* ikop., type Fig. 164, orange-yellow.

44* 2kop., type Fig. 16:, yellow-green.

45% 3wop., type Fig. 164, rose.

46. 4kop., type Fg* 165, rose.

47* 7kop., type Fig. 164, blue.

48. iokop., type Fig. 165, blue.

49. igkop., type Fig 167, blue and carmine.
5o« 20kop.j type Fig. 165, blue and carmine.
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51. 33kop., typa Fig. 167, lilac and green.

52. 50kop., type Fig. 165, lilac and green.

53. i rouble, type Fig. 166, brown and orange.
54. 31 roubles, type Fig. 168, grey and black.

53. 7 roubles, type Fig. 168, yellow and black.

Some of the stamps of 3i roubles were by a mistake
printed in yellow' and black, the colours of the 7 roubles.

The stamps of 1840 and 1866 have all been reprinted,
but the reprints are far more scarce than the originals,
and were only reprinted as a matter of favour.

Some local stamps of iopen. were issued for Helsingfors
in 1863, and appear to have continued to be used up to
1887, and there are various types and printings of these,
the older ones having been reprinted. A local post for
Tammerfors also issued some stamps in 1866, of the value
of 12pen., but of these there was only one issue.
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When the Provisional Government was established in
1848 on the ruins of the Monarchy, one of the first ques-
tions which engaged its attention was the rcfoim of the
Post-Office, the single letter-rates of which were 20c. for
distances under about twenty-five miles, increasing to a
maximum of ifr. 20c., which covered the mainland ; and
on August 24th, 1848, a law was passed establishing a
uniform rate of 20c. on a single letter not exceeding Joz.
in weight, extending throughout France and including
Corsica and Algeria. The new law was ordered to come
into operation on January ist, 1849, and clauses were
introduced providing for the use of stamps of 20c., 40c.,
and ifr., for defraying the new rates of postage.

The Government first applied to Messrs. Bacon and
Fetch, who were then printing the postage-stamps for the
English Government ; but as they required six months in
which to execute the order, the negotiations fell through.
Application was then made to M. Barre, chief engraver to
the Mint in Paris, but though he offered to engrave a die
for the stamps, yet he declined to undertake the manu-
facture, and recommended that M. Hulot, an engraver in
the Mint, should be entrusted with the work, and that it
should be carried out by the electrotype process, which
M. Hulot had successfully applied to the production of
bank-notes of roofr. when the Bank of France was pressed
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for notes of small value during the monetary crisis conse-
guent on the revolution of 1848.

About the middle of September, 1849, M. Barre’s design
was approved, and he was directed to proceed with the
engraving, and at the same time M. Hulot was authorised
to purchase the necessary machines, &c., and have them
erected in a portion of the Mint that was set apart for the
factory. In work of this kind, when fine engraving is
required, the design is in France modelled on a large scale,
and a cast in brass taken, irom which the design is trans-
ferred to the die in reduced proportions by a mechanical
process. :

As these were the first stamps in which the printing-
plate was made by the electro process, it may be useful
to state briefly how the plates are ordinarily made. The
die being engraved in relief, an iron collar, with an
aperture the size of the stamp, is fitted to the die, making,
as it were, a small box with the die at the bottom. In
this are placed flat pieces of lead cut to the size,
and by the aid of a fly-press impressions, which necessarily
are in recess, are taken sufficient to form the sheet of
stamps. These moulds are then used either to make
single blocks, or a number are clamped together, and copper
deposited upon them by the electric battery. When the
deposit is sufficiently thick they are removed from the
battery, the moulds are detached, and the copper deposit
backed up with type ‘metal, and forms the printing-plate.

This was the mode first adopted by M. Hulot, and also
by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. ; but since that time the
moulds in France have been made in guttapercha, and
now wax is used, modes which are less likely to injure the
die. In some instances, where the electrotypes have been
taken singl}, the moulds have been made in plaster, but
these have frequently small air-bubbles in them, rendering
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them unfit for use; and they also shrink more or less
unequally in drying.

M. Hulot at first made his plates of the size of a sheet
of stamps— that is, 300 casts in fifteen rows of twenty; but
as the whole plate would become useless if one stamp on
it failed, from injury or any other cause, he subse-
guently adopted the more prudent course of dividing the
stamps into a certain number of panes, which enabled
him to make the plates smaller.

Republic of 1848.

Issue |.

Date of Issue.—January ist, Designs.—Heid ot feres,

1849. emblematic of Liberty".
Paper.—White wove. Head of President on 10c.
Impression.—Surface-printed, and 25c. in 1852.

Imperforate.

The design proposed and adopted was a head of Ceres,
emblematic of Liberty, the die being engraved in relief on

r10. 180. Fig» 181.

steel (Figs. 180 and 181). The engraving is in the highest
style of art, but as a postage-stamp it has this defect, that
the value is expressed in such small characters that the
distinguishing of one value from another is too much
dependent on the colour, for, with the exception of the
small numerals in the tablets at the foot, the stamps
were all alike in design.
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The paper was white wove, supplied hy the great French
house of Lacroix, of Angouléme ; but before the impression
was made, the sheets were covered with a preparation which
M. Hulot stated was a preservative against a lithographic
transfer of the stamps being taken. Whether this was the
real object appears doubtful, but by colouring the prepara-
tion opportunity was afforded of tinting the face of the
paper before the stamps were printed on it, and it also
prevented the paper from absorbing the printing-ink, which
is one of the essential points in surface-printing, though it
had, as will be noticed hereafter, the disadvantage of
preventing the obliterating ink from penetrating the paper,
and thus drying quickly.

The gum employed was ordinary Senegal gum, and this
has always been used.

M. Hulot so successfully carried out the manufacture
that all the post-offices in France were supplied with
stamps of 20c. before January ist, 1849; and many of
them with those of ifr., the colour of the impression being
black for the 20c. and red for the ifr., as ordered by the

Minister. The stamp of 40c. was not supplied till February,
1850.

Fig. 182 Fig. 183

The stamps were first obliterated with the ordinary
stamp of each office, but as that did not, in many cases,
make a sufficient obliteration, a hand-stamp of bars in a
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lozenge shape, known as the “grille” postmark (Fig. 182),
was forwarded to the various post-offices at the end of
January, and this continued to be used till it was superseded,
on January ist, 1850, by one bearing the index-number of
the post-office surrounded by conical points, which pierced
through the colour into the paper of the stamps (Figs. 183
and 184), and thus prevented any cleaning and second
use. The stamp with the smaller numeral was the one first
employed.

In Paris the number in the centre was replaced by a letter
of the alphabet. There is also an obliterating mark, in

O = e 1 0 a

- 00O 0Pp
Fig. 184. Fig. 185,

which the points are in the form of a star in.place of a
lozenge. This mark was that of the departure office of
the Central Administration. The principal post offices were
also supplied with rollers of the “grille” and *“ conical-
pointed ” marks, which were used when a large number of
stamps in a row were to be cancelled. 1 he rollers for
the latter, however, made square points of larger size than
the hand-stamps (Fig. 185).
The stamps of this first issue were composed of:
1. 20c., black.
2, ifr., vermilion (shades).
There was at first no immediate pressure for the issue of
the 40c., as it would only serve for double interior postage;
but when the postal treaty with Belgium was made in the
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year 1849, by.which the single rate was fixed at 40c,, the
necessity for a stamp of such value was self-evident. In
the meanwhile, the French Postmaster-General discovered,
after a very short trial, that black was not a good colour
for a stamp for which there was the largest demand, and
which was obliterated in black; and on March 9th, 1849, he
issued a circular announcing that the future colours of the
stamps would be blue for the 20c., orange for the 40c., red
for the ifr., green for the 15c., and bistre for those of the
ioc., the latter being two stamps to be issued for defraying
the postage in Paris and country districts. This is the first
official document in which the colour “ bistre” is named.
Probably it was intended that the stamp should be in
bistre, which is really a rich brown made from wood-soot ;
but when the stamp was issued it was in an ochre of an
olive tint, and that particular colour has since acquired
the name of “ bistre” amongst stamp-collectors. In Ger-
many it is known as *“blassbraun,” and in Spanish as
“ habano claro.” -

The staftip of ifr. as first issued was in vermilion, but
soon assumed a darker tone. To obviate any mistake
being made between it and the 40c. about to be issued in
orange-red, all the copies of the ifr. in the lighter colour
were called in by a post-office circular of December ist,
1849, and were replaced by similar stamps printed in a
darker colour of carmine-red. The 40c., in orange, was
issued in February, 1850, and was printed on paper
previously coated with the preparation slightly tinted straw
colour.

3. ifr., carmine-red, maroon.
4. 40c., orange-red.

The Government, in 1850, being alarmed at the falling-
off of the revenue derived from the Post-Office, brought
in a law, which was voted on May 15th, 1850, raising the'
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rate of postage, except as regarded the military in actual
service, from 20c. to 25c. from July ist following. As
it appeared to be doubtful, notwithstanding M. Hulot’s
assertion to the contrary, whetherthestamps would be
ready by the day fixed for the new rate coming into
operation, provision for sudi an emefgency was made by
surcharging a sufficient number of stamps of 20c., that had
been printed in blue, with “ 25c.” impressed in red on
each stamp by a roller. However, the new stamps were
ready by the day, and the stock df surcharged stamps
was destroyed, except some few specimens that, as usual
in such cases, escaped from the aut(-da-fé, and now form
curiosities in some collections as specimens of an unissued
stamp.

Under the postal law the rate for prepaid letters in
Paris—that is, those posted in and delivered in Paris—
was 15c.; and on local letters—that is, those posted in
and delivered within the same country postal district—it
was ioc. To provide stamps for defraying these rates,
which had hitherto been paid in cash, a stamp of 15c.
was issued for Paris on July 23rd, 1830, and one of 10c.
for local letters on September 12th following. The stamps
of 25c., 15c., and roc. were all of similar des:gn to those
issued previously, and the paper was coated with the
preparation slightly tinted with the colour of the impres-
sion. All the stamps were, of course, imperforate.

5. 25c., blue, dark blue, dull blue.
6. 15c., green, dark green.
7. ioc., bistre (shades).

In making up the moulds for the electro-plates one of
them was upside down, and as this occurred once in all
the plates, which were for 300 stamps, it seems probable
that it was a “fad” of M. Plulot. There are collectors
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who, for some reason which is not very clear, attach
importance to specimens of these topsy-turvy stamps, which
are called in French a Llle-beche.

The coup d'etat of December 2nd, 1851, followed by the
plebiscite of the 21st and 22nd of the same month, having
given the Presidency of the Republic to Prince Louis
Napoleon for ten years, alaw was passed on January 3rd,
1852, providing that the emblem of the Republic should
be replaced on the coinage and the stamps by the head
of the President. When, therefore, a fresh printing of the
stamps of ioc. and 25c. became necessary later on in
the same year, plates made from a new
die were employed. The head of the
President was engraved hy M. Barre,
whose initial is below the bust, but
no alteration was made in the frame*

(Fig. 186). These were the only two

values for which new plates were made,

for before the stocks of the other

values of 15c., 40c., and ifr. were

required, other political events had taken place, involving
a further alteration in the design of the stamps.

8. ioc., bistre (shades).
9. 25c., blue, dull blue.

R eprints.

Applications being constantly made, not only to the
Minister but to the Emperor, for specimens of the early
issues, none of which were in stock, all the above stamps,
with the exception of No. 2, were reprinted in 1862,
together with the 25c. and ifr. of the Empire (Nos. 14
and 18). In this reprinting was also included the 20c., in

* The initial was probably not on the matrix die, but on the secondary dies from
which the plates were made, as it is not found in the next issue. .

o
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blue, which had never been issued, but of which copies
are occasionally found used, and probably came from
sheets that had inadvertently been mixed with those of
the 25c, blue {1850). This appears to be the more
probable solution of the existence of these stamps obliterated
than to suppose that they were cancelled by favour. The
reprints may be distinguished from the originals by the
difference in the colours, which are brighter, and by the
paper, which is white and not tinted on the face.

Original copies of all the stamps are not very scarce,
except those of the 15c., dark green, and the ifr., vermilion,
of the Republic and the 10c. of the Présidence.

The Empire.

| ssue |I.

Date of Issue.—Aug,, 1853. Imperforate till October,
Paper and Impression.—As 1862; afterwards Per-
before. poratko 13J by 14.

Design.—Head of Emperor.

The Empire was re-established in France on December
2nd, 1852, in the person of Prince Louis Napoleon, by
virtue of the vote of the people of

November 21st and 22nd preceding.

On the same day a decree was made

ordering “ empire francgais” to be sub-

stituted in all cases for « repubitique

francaise.” AS, therefore, the stocks of

the existing issues became exhausted

they were replaced by those of the

altered design, which, however, only con-

sisted in substituting “ EMPIRE FRANG.” fOr “ REPUB. FRANG.”
in the upper tablet (Fig. 187). The order in which the
new stamps appeared was : The 10c. and ifr. on August ist,
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1853, the 40e. in September following, and the 25c. in
November following ; though some of the offices were not
supplied with the new issue until much later dates. The
colours were not altered.

Up to July ist, 1853, the same rate was charged on
a letter whether it was prepaid or not; but at this time
a premium was given on those posted in and delivered
in Paris, the rate being reduced by 5 centimes on those
which were prepaid. This experiment proved so successful
that from July ist, 1854, the rates throughout France
were modified on the same principle, the prepaid rate on
letters not exceeding joz. in weight being reduced to 20c.,
while on those which were not prepaid the rate was 30c.
To provide for these new rates, stamps of 20c. and 80c.
were ordered to be prepared, as also a new value of 5c. for
prepaying the rate on visiting-cards and printed matter,
which had previously been paid in cash. This latter stamp
was issued on November 4th, 1854.

It may be of interest to state what were the effects of
the law establishing a difference between the rates on
prepaid and unpaid letters. In the first year of the issue
of postage-stamps the prepaid letters, which under the old
system had been 10 per cent, of the whole, rose to 15
per cent.; between 1850 and 1853 the proportion gradually
rose to 22 per cent.; but in 1855, when the full effect of
the law of 1854 was felt, it rose to 83 per cent.

Up to June, 1854, the postage on newspapers, payable
in cash, had been assessed on a scale dependent on the
size of the sheet, but it was then replaced by one in which
it was assessed by weight, the scale being ie. for circulars,
&c., und