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IN T R O D U C T O R Y  N O T E .

T
HERE has been considerable movement in the 

modern postage stamp issues of the United  
States. T h e  commotion has at least served to 
arouse a greater enthusiasm among Am erican  

collectors for the stamps of their own country. It is to 
be hoped that the interest created by these issues will 
have a permanently beneficial influence on United States 
philately. T h e  present work brings the study of the 
general postage stamps up to 1910 , and is included 
early in our series with the hope that it may serve in 
some measure to indicate the historical and philatelic 
interest in the issues rather than the merely speculative 
and artificial interest.

W e  are indebted to a number of philatelists in 
America for courtesies extended to us in the course of 
preparing this work. It would be impossible to more 
than briefly record our indebtedness to M r. G eo. L . 
Toppan and M r. Charles R . M orris of Washington, 
■” r- H arald L . Kjellstedt of Scranton, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. C . A . H ow es and M r. C . K . B. Nevin of Boston, 
and numerous other esteemed correspondents.

T o  the D irector of the Post Office Museum at 
Washington, the D irector and staff of the Bureau of 
bngraving and Printing, and to the officials of the 
Cenerai Post Office at Washington, we accord our 
thanks for courtesies extended during visits to these 
establishments in 19 0 6 .



8 INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

By the kindness of M r. C . H . Mekeel we have been 
able to give some particulars of the unofficial perforations 
of the later stamps used in automatic machines. It has 
been necessary to condense these from the Philatelic 
Journ al o f  A m erica  (I, 17), as our book was already 
bursting the bounds of our limited space.

M ekeel’s W eekly  Stam p News, The Metropolitan 
Philatelist, and R ed fie ld ’s Stamp W eekly, have been 
consulted, and also the official circulars and reports of 
the Post Office Department, and of the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing.

A  Bibliography is not included, but reference should 
be made by the student requiring further information to 
the above mentioned journals, also to The Postage Stamp 
(V . 7 6 ), for fuller details of the printings of stamps for 
issue in book form. M r. J .  N . Luff’s important mono
graph, The P ostag e Stamps o f  the United States ( 1902 ), 
deals with the issues up to that of 1 9 0 1. A  new work 
has just been issued, and should be consulted by the 
student. It treats of all the general issues from a new 
standpoint, that of a dealer philatelist, and gives infor
mation as to the varieties of shade, the respective rarity 
of the early stamps in pairs, strips, and blocks. The  
book in question is entitled The G eneral Issues o f  
United Stales Stamps by Eustace B . Pow er (1 9 0 9 ).

Lastly we would thank M r. W . H . Peckitt and 
Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, L td ., for the loan of stamps 
for illustration, and M r. L . W . Crouch, for kindly 
undertaking the revision of the proofs of this book.
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United States Postage Stamps
1894- 1910.

Chapter I.
The Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

İ N 1894 the contract between the United States 
Government and the American Bank N ote 
Company for the manufacture of postage stamps 
expired. T h e production of the stamps was then 

entrusted to the Government Department at Washington 
styled the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, which has 
engraved and printed all the postage stamps of the 
United States since 18 9 4 .

As it is solely with the productions of the Bureau 
that this work deals, a few details of the Department 
and of the processes employed therein may prove 
acceptable.

The Bureau is distinct from the Government Printing 
Office. The latter, which is the department of the 
Public Printer and is situate on N orth Capitol and H  
Streets, Washington, is said to be the largest printing 
office m the world, and produces the publications of the 
Government and prints and binds the account books. 
Ihe Bureau of Engraving and Printing is located on
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N orth-East Corner B  and Fourteenth Streets, S.W  ffl 
the same city, near to the W ashington Monument. |n 
this establishment are designed, engraved, and printed 
the revenue and postage stamps, paper money, bonds 
and Government certificates (excepting post-cards anti 
envelopes).

T h e building is a three-storey brick edifice, 220 feet 
long by 135 wide, and was constructed in 1878 at a 
cost of 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  dollars. * A s  is customary in American 
Government offices, visitors are received daily during 
stated hours, and are conducted by attendants to view 
the machinery of the various departments. W e were 
fortunate in having a close and privileged inspection by 
the introduction of some leading Am erican philatelists, 
and have since been able to procure the accompanying 
photographs. Exigencies of space preclude us from 
dealing with the whole details of line engraving, which 
have already been discussed, and as the surface printing 
has not been used for any of the postage stamps of the 
United States, w e may omit any description of the 
surface printing arrangements.

In producing the postage stamps the design is first 
engraved on a block of comparatively soft steel, which 
is afterwards hardened. T hen the design on the now 
hard steel die is transferred on to a roller of soft steel 
by pressure in a transfer press. T h e  view of the 
engraving room shews in the background several of these 
transfer presses, each with a large wheel by which its

* This building is already overcrowded, and it has been necessary, 
in order to cope with the enormous volume of work, to employa 
night force and to work the day force beyond the regular working 
hours during a portion ol the year. A  larger building is now being 
specially constructed to meet the necessities of the establishment.



A lour-platc printing press.
Photographed at th e Bureau o f Engraving and Printing.
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operations are controlled. T h e  steel roller, after being 
hardened, is capable of producing any number of 
impressions on soft steel plates by means of these 
transfer presses, .

In the course of the production of a plate a 
number of skilled operators have each done a 
portion of the work. It is a principle of the 
department that each operator specialises in a 
specified portion of the work. T h e result is 
that technical excellence of detail is secured, 
and, what is of first importance, no individual 
workman attains that complete all-round efficiency 
which would enable him, unaided, to produce 
counterfeit work. A s the plates pass through 
many hands in the course of construction a 
check is kept of each operator who has worked 
upon it, and this is done by each man impressing 
on the margin of the plate a punch bearing an 
initial by which he can be identified. This 
gives rise to those curious strings of jumbled 
letters which, being punched into the plate, 
appear in colour on the margins of the printed 
sheets of stamps.

The paper for printing the stamps is sent from the 
store room to the “ wetting-down room.’’ H ere the 
sheets of paper are placed between damp cloths and 
allowed to absorb sufficient moisture to make them  
ready for printing by the intaglio plate process, which 
requires the paper to be damped before it is used for 
taking an impression from the plate on which the ink is 
only in the recessed lines.

The presses used are steam presses, each of which 
has four plate beds and four plates connected at equal
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16 UNITED STATES.

distances with an endless chain. Ink-charged rollers 
apply the ink, and an automatic wiper cleans it oft the 
level surface of the plate, leaving the ink only in the 
recessed lines, and the pressman polishes the plate as it 
passes him, with the palm of his hand, which he has 
previously rubbed on a cake of whiting or chalk. One 
of two lady assistants at each press lays the sheet of 
paper in position on the plate, the impression is then 
made, and the paper is removed by the second lady 
assistant. T h e  four operations are by this contrivance 
concurrent. O f the four plates one is being inked, 
another wiped, another polished, and the fourth is 
making the impression, all at one time.

A s we have said, the paper is impressed when damp. 
If it has been too w et the colour is apt to saturate the 
paper, and causes what some enthusiasts please to call 
“ toned paper.” T his wetting-down business has 
another effect which has always puzzled philatelists. 
T h e wet paper is taken into a hot room to dry, and in 
drying it contracts. T h e  contraction is not uniform and 
the philatelist in trying to prove the existence of more 
than one original die will pin his faith to the idea that 
if the varieties noticeable w ere due to contraction 
of the paper the contraction would be proportionate 
on all sides of the stamp. This is not the case 
however.

Paper, when absorbing moisture, expands more in one 
direction than the other. T h e  direction of greater 
expansion is what is technically known as the cross 
direction,” and is the direction across the flow of pulp 
in the paper making machine. During the flow of the 
pulp the bulk of the fibres lie parallel with the movement 
of the wire gauze, and it is a scientific fact that the
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Inserting sheets in the gumming machines



Bureau of Engraving and Printing. Making stamps up into book form.
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diameter of a fibre is increased by absorption of water 
much more than is the length. T h e  subsequent 
shrinking on drying also is uneven.

After the printed sheets have been for about twenty- 
four hours in the drying room they are smoothed out 
between straw-boards in hydraulic presses, then counted 
and checked for defects.

The sheets are next taken by female assistants, who 
insert them into the gumming apparatus. T h e  sheets 
are gripped between two metal fingers fastened on an 
endless chain and drawn between two rollers, the upper 
roller applying the gum to the backs of the printed sheets, 
which are then earned on by an endless chain through 
a hot box eighty feet long, emerging quite dry at the 
end. Until lately the sheets w ere received and stacked 
by female assistants, but an arrangement has now been 
added by which the sheets are stacked automatically 
like finished printing on a big press, thus doing 
away with the necessity for the assistants doing this 
work.

In 1906 it was announced that two different kinds of 
gum would thenceforth be used, the packages of stamps 
issued bearing an explanatory label, e.g. :—

SU M M ER  G UM .
7 о the Postmaster,

T h e stamps in this package are prepared with 
"  hard "  gum, and intended for use in lhe summer or humid 
season when there is much moisture in the atmosphere. This 
is necessary to prevent as far as possible the premature sticking 
together of the stamps, or the sticking to the paraffin paper 
when in book form. Notwithstanding the hardness of the gum. 
it may be affected by excessive moisture, and postmasters 
should therefore exercise the greatest care to keep the stamps 
in as dry a place as possible, and to dispose of them to the
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public before the dry, cold season sets in, when the effect of 
this hard gum is to cause the stamps to curl, break and crack 

Stamps for winter issue are prepared with a softer gum 
suited to that season.

E d w i n  c .  M a d d e n ,
T h ird  A ssistant Poslmasler-Gcneral 

A fter gumming the sheets are again pressed flat by 
hydraulic power, and are then perforated. The per
forating machines are of a very advanced character, and 
are capable of much more rapid work than the familiar 
up-and-down movement machines in vogue in most 
other stamp printing establishments. T h e American 
machines are rotary. A n  upper row of wheels carry 
the teeth or punches, and a lower row of wheels bear 
the holes into which the teeth fit.

W ith  these machines it may be wondered that the 
perforation of modern United States stamps is not more 
perfect. It is frequently found that the lines of perfora
tion pass through the printed design, and provide the 
“ off-centre” copies so familiarly associated with United 
States issues. This is not due to imperfections in the 
perforating machinery, but to the uneven shrinkage of 
the paper after the wetting-down process. The paper 
used is a bleached chemical wood stock, and, in view o( 
the uneven shrinkage which caused considerable wastage 
through difficulty of proper perforating, a 30  per cent, 
rag stock was tried in 190 9 , but failed to remove the 
difficulty. T h e  plan has in 1909  been tried of having 
the longitudinal margins between the stamps of varying 
width to counteract the “ cross” shrinkage, the horizontal 
margins between the stamps remaining uniform as before. 
By this means the wastage due to badly perforated 
stamps which are cast out has been reduced from 9 per 
cent, to 1 per cent.
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In the perforating room the stamps, after being 
counted a n d  examined for defects, are riveted in batches 
and sealed ready for delivery upon requisitions from
postmasters.

The Bureau maintains a very large stock of stamps 
ready for delivery. T h e  reserve stock is stated to be 
nearly fifteen hundred millions of postage stamps.



2  cents 1894. (Enlarged.) 
Varieties of the triangles.



C hapter II.

Issues of 1 8 9 4 -1 8 9 8 .

W HEN.the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
was aw arded the contract for printing the 
postage stamps, the dies, plates, and a large 
stock of stamps already printed by the former 

contractors (The Am erican Bank N ote Company of N ew  
York) were transferred to the Bureau at Washington.

Before printing new supplies the new printers 
added a little triangular ornament in each of the 
upper corners of each design on the dies, and 
constructed new plates, to distinguish their work from 
that of the American Bank N ote Company. T h e  marks 
were at first identical on all the stamps of the series, 
but later printings of the two cents stamps bore two 
slightly varied triangles, which are illustrated and described 
here, as given in the Scott catalogue. Enlarged repro
ductions of the stamps are also shewn for comparison.

Triangle I. Triangle II. Triangle I If,
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In Triangle I. the horizontal lines of the ground
work run across the triangle, and are ol 
the same thickness within the triangle аз 
without.

In Triangle II. the lines also cross the triangle, 
but are thinner within than without the 
triangle.

In Triangle III. the lines do not cross the triangle, 
but stop at the inner frame of the triangle, and 
are thin.

T h e  designs and colours of the entire senes of 1890 
w ere repeated (except for the thirty and ninety cents 
stamps, which were abandoned), with the sole addition 
of the triangles in the corners. T h e denominations and 
portraits illustrated, are :— 1 cent ultramarine (Franklin), 
2  cents pink, afterwards carmine (Washington), 3 cents 
purple (Jackson), 4  cents dark brown (Lincoln), 5 cents 
chocolate (G rant), 6  cents dark red brown (Garfield). 
8  cents violet brown (Sherm an), 10 cents dark green 
(W ebster), and 15 cents dark blue (Clay). The series 
of 1890  was, however, extended by the addition of four 
new values up to five dollars. T h e  descriptions of these 
are as follows :—



Franldtn. Washmgton.

Lincoln. Grant.

Sherman. W ebster.
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Fifty Cents, orange. T h e profile bust of Jefferson 
after Cerrachi, was transferred from the abandoned 
thirty .pents stamp to this new value. T h e portrait is 
enclosed in the frame design common to all the higher 
values (1 0  cents and upwards) described as frame “ B " 
but with the value altered to read “ FIFTY CENTS ” in the 
curve below the oval, and the figures “ 50 ” in the 
tablets in the lower angles.

O ne Dollar, black. T h e  portrait of Commodore 
Perry, after W olcutt, from the disused ninety cents 
stamp, is enclosed in frame “ B ,” with value altered to 
read “ one DOLLAR” in the lower curved band, and 
“ §1 ” in the lower angles.

T w o Dollars, blue. This shews a three-quarters face 
portrait of James Madison, after Gilbert Stuart. It is 
turned to left in the same frame В  as the last described 
stamp, with the value in words and figures, ‘‘ two

»  i u иDOLLARS and $2.
Five Dollars, green. This has a portrait, full face, of 

John Marshall, after Inman, in the same frame В as the 
last, with the value, “ FIVE DOLLARS "  and “ ^5," in 
words and figures.
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These stamps were at first printed on unwatermarked 
paper, as all the previous issues had been. But M r. 
Lull states that a widely circulated forgery of the two 
cents stamp in 1895  led to the introduction of a w ater
mark in the paper. T h e  Washington correspondent of 
Mekeel’s W eekly Stamp News takes a different view 
Irom Mr. Luff on this point. H e  says the watermark 
was introduced merely to control the printing of the 
stam ps— to guard against the possibility of irregularity in 
the way of running off extra sheets of stamps, as would 
be possible if a paper of not sufficiently distinctive 
character were used.

The watermark consists of the initials U s P s in large 
outline letters. T h e  initials stand for United States 
Postal Service, and they read horizontally across and 
perpendicularly down the paper, thus 

U S P S U S P S ,  etc.
S P S U S P S U
P S U S P S U S
S U S P S U S P

Copies are known of the eight cents stamp printed on 
paper prepared for use in the production of revenue 
stamps, and watermarked US1R (United States Internal 
Revenue) instead of U S P S. T h e variety is rare, and 
can only be identified with certainty when sufficient 
portions of the letters 1 or R can be seen to clearly dis
tinguish them from portions of the letters и or P.

The recommendations of the Universal Postal Union 
m 1897, that the colours used by all countries in the 
Union for stamps of certain denominations largely used 
'or international postage, be the same, led to tbe changes 
"  c°lours of six of the values in this series. T h e  
rostál Union colours for the one cent, two cents, and
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five cents were green, red, and blue respectively. The 
two cents was already printed in a  carmine red colour, 
so no change was necessary in that instance. The one 
cent was altered on January 17, 1898 , to green, and on 
M arch 8  the five cents was changed to blue. In order 
that these stamps should not be mistaken for other 
stamps in the series, in like colours, the four cents was 
changed on O ctober 7 to rose brown, the six cents on 
December 31 to brownish lake, the ten cents on 
November I I to orange brown, and the fifteen cents 
on November 3 0  to olive green.



C hapter III.

Issue of 1898. Trans-Mississippi Exposition 
Series.

THE Trans-Mississippi Exposition at Om aha was 
responsible for the issue of a new series of large 
postal adhesive labels in 18 9 8 . T h e  particular 
purpose of this emission was to further the aims 

of and to advertise the Exposition.
As soon as the issue was heralded philatelists both in 

the United States and abroad protested against the 
proposed stamps, and meetings w ere held to pass 
resolutions, which w ere conveyed to the Postmaster
General to urge him not to proceed with the projected 
senes. These, however, w ere unavailing, and the idea 
that stamp collectors w ere expected to pay for the new 
series is scarcely feasible in the present case. T h e  more 
important object in sending out the stamps was to convey 
to the world the intimation that a great exhibition was 
being held in Om aha, and as the stamps w ere naturally 
m daily use, and were circulated all over the world, 
their power as an advertising medium must have been 
indeed great.

The designs are illustrative of the history of the 
development of the region beyond the “ father of waters,
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the Mississippi R iver. It was announced that the issue 
would be “ the handsomest set of stamps ever issued to 
commemorate an exposition,” and from early descriptions 
it was confidently expected that the handsome Co
lumbians would be out-rivalled. In the matter of 
beauty and excellence of engraving, they were much 
inferior to the Columbus stamps, though the subjects 
depicted on them have an interest of their own, which 
makes the set a not unwelcome addition to the collector’s 
album.

It was intended at first that the stamps should be 
bi-coloured, but this could not be arranged. The 
stamps were fewer in number than the Columbus set of 
1893 , the latter comprising sixteen stamps up to five 
dollars, while this new series includes only nine 
denominations, from one cent to two dollars.

A  Post Office Circular of M ay 16, 1898, gives the 
following general description of the senes :—

T h e Trans-Mississippi stamps differ materially in size from 
the ordinary series, the engraved space being about seven- 
eighths of an inch wide by about one and three-eighths tong. 
T h e  designs are also radically unlike those of the ordinary 
stamps— consisting of a border (substantially the same in all 
the denominations, except that the figures and letters repre
senting values are different), and a central scene indicative in 
some way of the development of the great region beyond the 
Mississippi River. T h e  scenes and the borders are all 
printed from line engravings on steel, executed by the Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing of the Treasury Department.

T h e border, which forms in its inner line an irregular oval 
framework to each of the scenes represented, consists of a 
fluted figure on either side, with interior cross-bars, beginning 
in a single line near the bottom of the stamp, and enlarging 
until it reaches a shield in each of the upper corners, wherein 
is engraved in white the A rabic numeral of denomination—ihf 
dollar mark being also included in the case of the one and two
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dollar stamps. A t the top, connecting the two shields, and 
united lo the fluted framework on the two sides, is a curved 
tablet, on which are engraved, in small white capitals, the 
words, “ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” Above this, 
on either side, are heads of wheat, and between these a small 
scroll. Immediately below the central scene is the title of the 
picture, m diminutive Gothic letters, on a curved tablet, and 
below this, on either side, in scrolls, are the words of value, 
"ONE," "T W O ," and so on, in white capitals, except in the 
case of the two highest denominations, when “ 8 1 .0 0 ”  and 
"82.00 are substituted for letters. Above each of these is a 
projecting ear of corn, and at the bottom of all, on a straight 
black tablet, are the words, “ POSTAGE ONE CENT, * 
" POSTAGE TWO CENTS,” and so on, in while capitals.

The scenes represented on the stamps, together with 
the colours of the several denominations, are these :—

One Cent. M arquette on the Mississippi,” from 
a painting by Lam precht, now in possession of the 
Marquette College of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, repre
senting Father M arquette in a boat on the U pper 
Mississippi, preaching to the Indians. Colour, dark 
green.

Two Cents. “ Farming in the W est,” from a 
photograph, representing a western gram-field with a 
long row of plows at work. Colour, copper red.
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Four Cents. “ Indian Hunting Buffalo,” reproduction 
of an engraving in Schoolcraft’s History of the Indian 
T ribes. Colour, orange.

Five Cents. “ Fremont on Rocky Mountains," 
modified from a wood engraving, representing the 
pathfinder planting the U .S . flag on the highest peak oi 
the Rocky Mountains. Colour, dark blue.

Eight Cents. “ Troops Guarding Tram , repre 
senting a detachment of U .S . soldiers con voyin g an 
emigrant train across the prairies, from a drawing b\
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Frederic Remington, permission to use which was 
limdlv given by the publisher, R . H . Russell, of New  
York. Colour, dark lilac. ^

Ten C e n ts . “ Hardships of Emigration,” from a 
painting kindly loaned by the artist, A . G . H eaton, 
representing an emigrant and his family on the plains in 
a “ prairie schooner,” one of the horses having fallen 
(rom e x h a u stio n . Colour, slate.

Fifty Cents. “ W estern Mining Prospector,” from 
a drawing by Frederic Remington (permission to use 
which has been kindly given by the publisher, R . H .  
Russell, of New Y o rk ), representing a prospector with 
his pack mules in the mountains, searching for gold. 
Colour, olive.

One Dollar. “ W estern Cattle in Storm ,” re
presenting a herd of cattle, preceded by the leader, 
seeking safety from a gathering storm, reproduced from 
a large steel engraving, after a picture by J .  M acW hirter, 
the engraving having been kindly loaned by M rs. C . B. 
Johnson. Colour, black.
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T w o  Dollars. "Mi;, 
sissippi River Bridge," 

from an engraving—a 
representation of the 
great bridge over the 
Mississippi at St. Louis. 

Colour, orange brown.

In tbe circular above quoted it is stated that “ although 
this senes of stamps will be discontinued on the 31 st 
December, 18 9 8 , they will be good for postage at any 
time afterwards.”

T b e  stamps were printed on paper watermarked 
U S P S. sideways, in sheets of one hundred stamps 
divided into two panes of fifty each. T he gauge of the 
perforation is 12.

A ll the denominations were issued simultaneously on 
June 17, 1898, and although their sale at the post 
offices was not continued beyond December. 1898, they 
have not been demonetised.



Chapter IV .

Issue of 1901. Pan-American Exposition 
Series.

TOWARDS the end of 1 8 9 9  it was known that the 
promoters of the Pan-A m erican Exposition, to 
be held at Buffalo from M ay to November, 
1901, had asked the Postm aster-G eneral to 

issue a senes of commemorative stamps m connection 
with the Exposition. O n D ecem ber 2 , 1899, the 
Buffalo Express announced that the authorities at 
Washington w ere not unfavourable to the proposal. 
The journal in question reports M r. M adden, the Third  
Assistant Postm aster-General, to have said on the 
subject

My attention has been called to the advisability of issuing a 
Buffalo series of stamps to commemorate the Exposition, and 1 
can see no objection at this lime to it, provided, of course, the 
cost is not too great.

1 he Omaha Exposition had a series of nine stamps, and 1 
suppose the Buffalo directors would want as many. 1 know 
there will be objections from stamp collectors, but that must be 
expected. T h e  stamps will be of great benefit to the Exposition 
as an advertising medium, and up to the present time ! am in 
favour of them.

A few weeks later the W ashington correspondent of 
the Weekly P hilatelic E ra  was informed that the
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proposed issue had been decided upon. The serjes 
however, was not to be so extensive as the Trans
Mississippi one, but was to be confined t0 the 
lowest denominations, namely from one cent to ten 
cents.

H itherto the commemorative stamps had been inscribed 
similarly to the ordinary issues, but it is understood that 
M r. M adden was desirous of emphasising the title of 
the Exposition by having the words, “ Pan-American 
Series, 1 9 0 1 ,” on the stamps. T h e  question, according 
to the Washington correspondent of the Metropolitan 
Philatelist, was referred to the Assistant Attorney
G eneral for the Post Office Department, who rendered 
an opinion that the printing of the reference to the 
Pan-A m erican Exposition would be contrary to the 
statute which was adopted to prevent the printing of 
advertisements on stamps. A s the Exposition was not 
conducted by the Government, but by an Exposition 
Company subsidised by the Government, it was in the 
nature of a private enterprise, and a mention of it on 
the Government stamps would be an advertisement for 
it. H e  found no objection, however, to the words, 
“ Commemorative Series, 1 9 0 1 ,"  so these words were 
inscribed upon all the stamps of the series.

A n  Am erican journal published a letter, understood 
to be from an official source, in which it was stated thai 
the new stamps would not be available for international 
postage, but only for internal postage.

T h e  letter is given herewith :—
Sir,— In reply to your letter of O ctober 27th, you are 

informed that the Pan-Am erican commemorative series of 
postage stamps will not be available for foreign correspondence, 
under Paragraph 1, A rticle 2 , Universal Postal Convention ol 
1897, which reads :—
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“ Prepayment of postage on every description of article can 
be effected only by means of postage stamps valid in the country 
of origin for the correspondence of private individuals. It is 
not, however, permitted to make use in the international service 
of postage stamps issued for a  special or particular purpose, such 
as postage stamps called commemorative of temporary validity." 

This was, however, contradicted shortly afterwards in 
the following letter to the W ashington correspondent of 
Wheel's W eekly Stam p N ews from the Chief of the
Stamp Division, Washington

[ understand that you were informed while in the Depart
ment the other day that the Pan-Am erican series of postage 
stamps would not be good for foreign correspondence under the 
rules of the Universal Postal Union Convention of *97. It has 
heen decided that as the rule prohibits the use of commemorative 
stamps of a temporary validity only, the Pan-Am erican series 
will not come under this prohibition, but will be available for 
international correspondence.

In view of the limited period of issue, the line of 
distinction is so fine that some may fail to see it. T h e  
writer of the second letter evidently takes the Postal 
Union regulation to refer only to stamps valid for a 
limited time, like the Don Q uixote series of Spain, 
which was valid for postal purposes from M ay 1 
to May 15, 1905, only. T h e  Pan-A m erican stamps, 
although only issued from M ay 1 to O ctober 3 1 , 1901, 
are still valid for postage. T h ey  have not been 
demonetised.

The stamps, which are announced as “ the most 
artistic series ever issued by the D epartm ent," were 
produced at two printings, the central portion of the 
engraved surface being taken up with a vignette taken 
horn a recent photograph. This is in each case printed 
m black. The frames enclosing the vignettes are 
printed in colours similar to those of the corresponding 
'alues in the regular set of postal adhesive stamps, 

c



3 8 UNITED STATES.

In the following descriptions the chief details only are 
given, and for the explanations of the designs the 
official circular announcing the issue has been drawn 
upon. It may be said here that the borders have 
variously formed openings for the vignettes, but it has 
not been considered necessary to describe these in 
detail, as the pictures, their titles, and the colours of the 
borders are sufficient to distinguish these familiar stamps.

O ne Cent, green and black. Shews a Lake steamer, 
typical of “ F A S T  L A K E  N A V IG A T IO N , ”  which is the 
legend inscribed beneath the vignette. The Lake 
steamer presents the port bow, the pilot house is well 
forward, and the steamer is propelled by side wheels.

T w o Cents, red and black. T h e  vignette shews a 
railway tram, and the inscription below i t  is FAST 
E X P R E S S . ”  T h e train of four cars is  d r a w n  by a 
locomotive with four drivers, and four parallel tr a c k s  are 
shewn.

Four Cents, chocolate and black. Shews a  motor
car, inscribed below, “ a u t o m o b i l e . "  The automobile 
is of the closed coach order, with two men on the box 
and a part of the United States Capitol at Washington 
as a background.
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Five Cents, blue and black. T h e  steel arch bridge 
over the Niagara Falls at Buffalo is shewn in the 
vignette, and the title inscribed below is, “ BRIDGE AT 
MAGARA FALLS.” This represents the largest single 
span steel bridge in the world ; two trolley cars are 
seen upon it, and a full view of N iagara Falls is shewn 
under, beyond, and up the river, with the graceful 
springing arch as a frame.

B i l l

i " “ W R ,  U»- „ и • • .ß
<  -ля

i M

^ ţj*o > -Îy .-y  i ■- н и  ».

................... '

Eight Cents, lilac and black. T h e  vignette shews 
sbp canal locks, described beneath as “ CANAL LOCKS 
at Sa ult  SAINTE M ARIE." T h e  great ship canal 
rocks at Sault Sainte M arie, Michigan, are given in a 
Vlw from a higher point, including the immediate
surroundings.
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T en Cents, yellow-brown and black. The subject o[ 
the vignette is an ocean steamship, typical of the title 
inscribed beneath, “fast ocean navigation.” Д„ 
ocean steamship of the Am erican line, with two smoke
stacks and masts, presents its starboard bow, lapped by 
a rising wave.

T h e  stamps are on the paper watermarked u s p s , 
and w ere issued M ay 1, 190 1 .

A s ocasionally happens when stamps are produced 
by two printings, specimens of three of the values ol 
this series have been found with the frames inverted. 
T hey are the one cent, two, and four cents. Of these 
the four cents appears to have been done deliberately to 
the order of a high official. O ne sheet (400  stamps) 
was so printed, some of the stamps being overprinted 
“ specimen.” O f these 100 w ere sent to the Postal 
Museum at Washington, and 2 3 4  were found in the 
safe at the office of the official. This would leave 66 
copies to be accounted for, but we are informed on the 
authority of a member of the Committee appointed to 
supervise the destruction of the balance that only 194 
w ere destroyed, and as all but one copy were returned 
by the Museum, the total number given out was 2(36 
instead of 6 6  as recently reported.

In the case of each of the “ errors ” it is the frame, 
which is, strictly speaking, inverted. In all bi-coloured 
stamps produced by the lme-engraved process the black 
portion is printed on the sheets first, and the coloured 
portion last. This is necessitated by the second wetting 
dow n" for the second impression, which would cause 
the colour (other than black) to run.



W ith inverted frames.



Chapter V .

Issue of 1902-1903 . Inscribed “ Series 1902. "

ABOUT the end of 19 0 0  there were rumours m 
the press of a new permanent issue of stamps 
quite distinctive from the then anticipated 
Pan-A m erican series. T h e  stamps of the 

ordinary type had been in use since 18 9 0 , with only the 
minor changes caused by the introduction of the comer 
triangles and watermarked paper, which are not noted 
by the general public.

It was not till M arch, 1902, that the Washington 
correspondent of M s te e l ’s W eekly  Stamp News was 
able to write that “ the new series of stamps so long 
contemplated by the Third Assistant Postmaster-General 
has passed the ‘ contemplation’ stage.”

T h e  Bureau of Engraving and Printing was asked 
to prepare and submit pen drawings for the new senes, 
securing, as far as was possible, better portraits of the 
distinguished Americans figuring on the previous senes, 
giving a preference to three-quarter face portraits, and 
to have a different frame design for each denomination 
A  new stamp of the facial valuation of thirteen cents 
was to be added for use on foreign registered letters. 
F o r this stamp Benjamin Harrison’s portrait was selected
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by the Department. M rs. Harrison was invited to 
choose the photograph from which the portrait was 
copied. T he portrait of P erry , too, was to be super
seded by that of Admiral Farragut. General Sherman’s 
portrait on the eight cents was withdrawn for that of 
Martha Washington. T h e  portraits of G rant and 
Lincoln were exchanged, the former now appearing on 
the four cents, the latter on the five cents stamp.

In addition to the usual inscriptions, the words, 
" series, 1902 ,” were placed upon all the stamps, this 
being the official designation of the new series, though 
mainly owing to contract difficulties the complete series 
did not materialise till well on in 1903 .

Another new feature of this series is the inclusion of 
the surname of each person depicted, except in the 
case of the eight cents stamp, on which the name is 
given as “ WARTHA WASHINGTON.” T h e dates of 
birth and death of the subjects of the portraits are also 
given.

The thirteen cents was the first of the stamps to 
appear (November, 190 2 ), the eight cents following 
shortly afterwards. T h e  complete series up to the five 
dollars stamp was ready by M arch, 1903 , though as 
the stock of the old stamps had to be used up before 
they were issued, some of the values did not appear 
until later.

The whole series is a very beautiful one, the sole 
objection to which, on the artistic score, is the over
elaboration of the frames enclosing the portrait 
medallions. Too much has been crowded into some 
of the designs, weakening the general effect. So much 
was this the case in the two cents stamp that it was 
decided to change it. T h e  Neu) York Times, in a



message from Washington, dated February 21, 1903 
says :—

Third Assistant Postmaster-General Madden to-day an 
nounced that the two cent postage stamp of the new series is 
generally unsatisfactory in appearance, and a new design has 
been ordered. T h e issuance of the present stamp will be con" 
tinued until the new design is ready.

T he new stamp was chronicled from a “ specimen " 
copy in the American Jou rn al o f  P hilately  in October 
the official date of issue being November 12.

T h e following are brief descriptions (all that is 
considered necessary for these familiar stamps) :__
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O ne Cent, green. Three-quarters face portrait, 
looking to right, of Franklin, “ 1 7 0 6 -1 7 9 0 "  on a 
medallion which is half square, half oval, supported by 
caryatides at the sides. (Issued February 3, 1903.)

T w o Cents, carmine. First design. Three-quarters  
face portrait of W ashington, “ 1 7 3 2 -1 7 9 9 ,’ turned to 
left in an oval, with draped flags at the sides of the 
medallion. (January 17, 1903 .)
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Two Cents, carmine. Second design. T hree- 
quarters face portrait, to left, of Washington, slightly 
larger than the first design, on an arched medallion. 
The design which frames the portrait medallion re
presents the national shield. (Novem ber 12, 1903 .)  
There is a bona fide and scarce variety of this stamp 
imperforate horizontally. A  sheet in this condition was 
sold to a clerk in June, 190 8 , and their purchaser is 
stated to have used all but fifteen of them for postage 
before a collector noticed them. T h e  disposition of the 
fifteen unused copies is as follows :—

Mr. G . H . Worthington . . Block of 6
Mr. G . L . Toppan . . Block of 6
Mr. C. R . Morris . . . Strip of 3

Total . . . 15
Thus it will be seen that a ll  the authenticated unused 
copies are already accounted for in the hands of well- 
known philatelists.

Three Cents, purple. Three-quarters face portrait, 
turned to right, of Jackson, “ 1 7 6 7 -1 8 4 5 ,” on an arched 
medallion, supported at the sides by two caryatides. 
(February 1 1 , 1 9 0 3 . )
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Four Cents, dark orange brown. Three-quarters 
face portrait, to right, of G rant, vignetted in an arched 
medallion, surmounted by two eagles. The dates are
“ 1 8 2 2 -1 8 8 5 .” (February 10, 1903 .)

Five Cents, blue. Three-quarters face portrait, 
turned to right, of Lincoln, “ 1 8 0 9 -1 8 6 5 ,” in an oval 
medallion, with a female figure at each side, each holding 
a palm over the oval, and a United States flag in the 
other hand. T h e  female figures, it is said, are intended 
to represent N orth and South uniting to honour the 
President, who was a martyr to the cause. (Januar}’ 20, 
1903 .)



ISSUE OF 1902-1903. 47

Six Cents, brownish lake. Three-quarters face portrait, 
Ю right, of Garfield, “ 1 8 3 1 - 1 8 8 1, ’ in an oval medallion, 
the upper and lower curves of which are broken into by 
panels above and below. T h e sides contain stone pillars. 
(February 20, 1903 .)

Eight Cents, violet black. Three-quarters face 
portrait, to left, of M artha W ashington, in an oval, 
surrounded by a wreath of laurel. T h e dates are 
“ 1732-1802.” (D ecem ber 6 , 1902 .)

Ten Cents, orange brown. Portrait of W ebster, 
slightly turned to right, after a portrait by Seeley, in an 
arched medallion, with two fasces or bundles of sticks, 
from the middle of which protrudes a battle-axe. 
The dates given are “ 1 7 8 2 -1 8 5 2 .” (February 5, 
1903.)

Thirteen Cents, dark violet brown. Three-quarters 
face portrait, to left, of Benjamin Harrison, from a 
photograph from life, in an oval medallion, with figures 
at the sides representing Literature and Sculpture. 
The dates are “ 1 8 3 3 - 1 9 0 1 . ” (November 18, 
1902.)
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Fifteen Cents, olive. Three-quarters face portrait, 
to left, of Clay, in an oval medallion, partly enclosed by 
a wreath of oak leaves. T h e  dates given are “ 1772
183 2 .” (M ay  27 , 1903 .)

Fifty Cents, orange. Three-quarters face portrait, to 
right, of Jefferson, in an oval medallion, nearly surrounded 
by a band containing the inscription “ UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA.” T he background is formed by an 
architectural design. T h e  dates are “ 1743-1826. 
(M arch 2 3 , 190 3 .)

!
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One Dollar, black. Three-quarters face portrait, to 
left, of Farragut, vignetted in a half-oval, supported on 
the left by a marine holding a rifle, and on the right a 
sailor holding a pikestaff. T h e  dates are “ 1 8 0 1- 18 70 .” 
(June 5, 1903.) _

Two Dollars, sapphire blue. Three-quarters face 
portrait, to right, of Madison, on a circular disc, with a 
branch of laurel on each side. T h e dates are “ 17 5 1 
1836,” (June 5, 190 3 .)

Five Dollars, dark green. Portrait, almost full face, 
of John Marshall, in an oval 
disc. Pillars at the side support 
a heavy stone forming an arch to 
the portrait oval, and into which 
two small oval medallions have 
been introduced, one at the left 
bearing a head typical of Liberty, 
the other at the right a head, 
with eyes bandaged, representing 
Justice. T h e  dates are “ 1755 
183 5 .” (June 5, 1903 .)

The one cent, two cents (second design), four cents, 
and five cents w ere in 1 9 0 6 -1 9 0 8  issued imperforate 
for use in the automatic stamp vending and “ mailing" 
machines now extensively used in the United States 
(see Check List). T h e  imperforate copies of the four 
cents are said to be in the hands of speculators, and 
have not up to the present come upon the market.

The cost to the Post Office Department of this series 
of stamps was 5 .7 4 2 c . per 1000 .



C h a p t e r  V I.

Issue of 1904. Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
Series.

AB O U T  the middle of 1903  it was known that the 
Post Office Department was considering the 
advisability of issuing a new commemorative 
series for the Louisiana Purchase Exposition 

at S t. Louis in 1904 . By September it was announced 
that the issue was assured.

T h e  stamps, which w ere limited in number to live, 
were of the Columbus and Trans-Mississippi size, 
though the inclusion of portraits gives the series a 
totally different appearance from that of its predecessors. 
T h e subjects w ere selected to illustrate the story of the 
Louisiana Purchase. In addition to the portrait on the 
one cent stamp there are two panels containing miniature 
views of parts of the Purchase territory.

Third Assistant Postmaster-General Madden issued 
a circular describing the stamps, and giving instructions 
to postmasters, under date M arch 2 2 , 1904. It reads 
as follows :—

Postmasters are notified that a special series of stamps in 
five denominations, to commemorate the Louisiana Purchase of 
1803, and known as the commemorative series of 1904, will be 
issued, beginning April 21 , for sale lo the public during the 
term of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, from April 30 to 
December 1, 1904. T hey must not be sold lo the public 
before or after this period.
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The denominations and subjects of these stamps are as 
follows :—

One Cent, green ; subject, Robert R . Livingston, United  
States Minister to France, who conducted the negotiations for 
the Louisiana Purchase.

Two Cent, red ; Thomas Jefferson, President of the United  
Slates at the time of the Purchase.

Three Cent, purple ; James M onroe, special ambassador to 
France in the matter of the Purchase, who with Livingston 
closed the negotiations

Five Cent, b lu e; W illiam M cKinley, who as President of 
the United States approved the A cts of Congress officially con
necting the United States Government with the com
memorative exposition



52 UNITED STATES.

Ten Cent, brown ; United Slates map, showing the territorv 
of the Purchase.

n This series of stamps will not be issued in book form.
There will be no commemorative issue of stamped envelop« 

newspaper wrappers, postal cards, special delivery or due 
stamps.

T h e stamps of the commemorative series of 1904 are not io 
be sold exclusively in place of stamps of the regular issue. A 
supply of the latter must be carried in stock by all postmasters. 
Stamps of the commemorative or of the regular issue will be 
supplied according to the preference of the purchaser.

Although the date for the issue of the stamps by 
postmasters was clearly given as A pril 30 , in many 
cases the instructions would appear to have been dis
regarded, as specimens of the stamps were available in 
some places several days before that date. However, 
April 3 0  was the date for the general introduction of 
the stamps.



Chapter V II .

Issue of 1907. Jamestown Exposition Series.

A
n application for the issue of a series of Exposition 

postage stamps on behalf of the Lew is and 
Clark Exposition at Portland, Oregon, in 1906, 
having been refused by the Government, stamp 

collectors were led to the belief that the Department 
had definitely abandoned the practice of issuing com- 
X 0rfc1V.e stamps. on s™ ilar occasions. But early in 
1906 (February) it was announced that two special 
postage stamps would be issued in connection with the 
Jamestown Exposition at Virginia in 1907 , to celebrate 
the three-hundredth anniversary of the first settlement 
«I white men on the Am erican continent.

This early announcement was followed by the sub
mission of a number of suggested designs from stamp 
~ u t  the designs were not finally adopted until

Up to this time only two stamps of the denominations 
7  and £ cents were in contemplation.

• ve. “ nts denomination was decided on before the 
a Ue m 1907, probably in deference to the wishes of 
d Z ° r terS, ? f .the enterprise, who would naturally 

» e he publicity to be gained by the use of this 
omination on correspondence sent to foreign countries.



T h e designs of the three denominations of stamps 
were :—

O ne Cent. A  portrait oi 
Captain John Smith in an 
arched frame ; at the sides 
small oval portrait medallions 
of Pocahontas and Powhatan ; 
at the top the white lettering 
“ c o m m e m o r a t iv e  series. 
1 9 0 7 ” ; round the arched 
frame “ UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA," and across the 

bottom “ POSTAGE ONE CENT ” all in white letters. The 
numeral of value appears in outline on an irregular 
shaped shield at each side of the portrait frame. There 
is in addition the inscription in small coloured letters 
“ FOUNDING OF JAMESTOWN, 1 6 0 7 — 1560. CAPT. JOHN 
s m it h . 1631.”

T h e  colour of this stamp was green, and the number 
printed was 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

T w o  Cents. This bears 
a picture of the landing of 
the settlers at Jamestown. 
T h e  inscriptions in white 
letters are similar to those 
of the one cent stamp, bui 
arranged differently, and 
having the value altered.

This stamp was issued 
in carmine, and 14,000,000 
w ere printed.

54 UNITED STATES.
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Five Cents. This shews 
a portrait of Princess P oca
hontas in an oval medallion 
with the inscription below 
in coloured letters “ 1595
POCAHONTAS 1 6 17, "  the  
w hite lettered  inscriptions 
being the sam e as on the  
oth er denominations, b u t  
differently disposed, a n d  
with the value altered .

Of this stamp, which was issued in blue, there were 
8.000,000 printed.

The one cent and two cents stamps w ere issued on 
May 1, 1907, the five cents denomination not appearing 
until later in the same month.

The stamps are on the paper w aterm arked U S P S, 
and the perforation is 12 .



C h a p t e r  V II I .

Issue of 1908-1909 .

IN  O ctober, 1908 , an announcement was first made in 
the public press that the Postmaster-General, Von 
M eyer, had decided upon a new series of regular 
postage stamps to take the place of those inscribed 

“ series 190 2 .” It was M r. M eyer’s idea to secure a 
better artistic effect by introducing a simpler form of 
design, and also to obtain uniformity by dispensing with 
the great variety of portraits which had distinguished 
all previous regular issues. A t  the same time the 
simpler form of design was expected to lengthen the 
average life of a printing plate, and so reduce cost.





Arrangement of an album display of stamps 
issued in book form, (See p. 6 3 .)
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T h e  general design had been prepared and adopted 
on O c to b e r  12th, when the news was published. It 
was then stated that the denominations would be eleven 
in number, viz,, 1c., 2 c„  3c ., 4 c ., 5c„  6c„  8 c ., 10c,, 15c„  
50c,, and S 1, and that all except the ! c. would bear a 
reproduction of the Houdon portrait of Washington. 
The Ic. was to retain the portrait of Benjamin Franklin. 
Mo denomination higher than one dollar is included in 
the series, the two dollars and five dollars values being 
now little used owing to the increase in the unit of weight 
for international postage, and also owing to the extension 
of penny postage to G reat Britain and other countries.

In the official report of the T h ird  Assistant Postm aster
General for the year ending June 30 , 1909, the series is 
thus described :—

Series o f  1 9 0 8 .— For the sake of uniformity* of artistic effect, 
the head of Washington (a profile from Houdon’s bust) was 
adopted as the subject of all the denominations except the 1 
cent, which bears the head of Franklin (the first Postm aster
General). T h e border designs are identical on all the stamps, 
the head appearing within an ellipse on end, with laurel leaves 
on either side of the ellipse. A bove the head are the words 
“ U.S. P O S T A G E ” ; below it, the denomination. T h e size 
and shape of the stamps are the same as of the series of 1902. 
The denominations and colours a r e ;— ! cent, green ; 2  cent, 
red ; 3 cent, purple ; 4 cent, brown ; 5 cent, dark blue ; 6  
cent, orange; 8  cent, o live; 10 cent, yellow ; 13 cent, sea 
green ; 15 cent, light blue ; 50  cent, lavender ; $ l ,d a r k  slate.

The first of the stamps to appear was the 2  cents 
carmine, issued on November 16, 1908. It was fol
lowed on December 3 by the 1 cent green stamp. Both

The Director of the Bureau gives an additional raison d'être 
Iw this series : “  T he design," he states, “  was purposely made of a 
character permitting a style of engraving that greatly enhances the 
1 e °l the steel plates, with consequent desirable reduction in the 
cost of producing the stamps."
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of these stamps bear the value expressed in words only, 
and this led to the widely published rumour that these 
stamps would be withdrawn as they failed to conform to 
the regulation of the Universal Postal Union, which 
provides that all stamps for international postage shall 
bear the value in A rabic figures. T h e  matter evidently 
received the attention of the authorities, for the denomina
tions subsequently issued complied with this condition.

T h e following are the 
the remaining values :—

3 cents purple
4 cents brown
5 cents blue
6  cents orange
8 cents olive green 

10 cents yellow 
1 3 cents sea green 
I 3 cents light blue 
50  cents lavender 

I dollar purple black

colours and dates of issue of

December 26 , 1908. 
D ecember 26, 1908. 
December 2 1 , 1908. 
December 31 , 1908. 
December 18, 1908.
January 7 , 1909.
January I I, 1909.
January 18, 1909.
January 13, 1909.
January 29 , 1909.

T h e stamps are on the paper watermarked и s PS, 
and these letters may be found inverted, reversed, and 
inverted and reversed. T h e  perforation gauges 12. 
T h e  denominations up to and including the five cents 
have all been issued imperforate in sheets, and in some



Jhe Mailometer
(formerly ihe Schermack Mailing Machine)



An Automatic Stamp Vending Machine.
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cases in strips, and also partly perforated. T hese forms 
of issue were for the convenience of use in the various 
lorms of stamp vending and mailing machines described 
in the appendix. _

The stamps are printed in sheets of four hundred,* 
except those specially printed for making up into book 
form. The plates for the stamps intended for making 
into booklets originally contained 180 stamps arranged 
in nine horizontal rows of twenty arranged as indicated 
in the diagram on page 57 , in which the dotted lines 
indicate the perforations between the stamps, and the 
solid lines shew where the sheets are cut up to form 
the leaves of the books. T h e  printing capacity of the 
plates now in use for the books of stamps is double the 
former capacity. T h ree  hundred and sixty stamps are 
now printed at each impression, each sheet forming sixty 
book leaves of six stamps each .t

During 1909 an experiment was tried with a paper 
made under a new specification and containing 30  per 
cent, rag stock. This was tried in an endeavour to 
overcome the difficulty of perforating caused by the 
shrinkage of the regular paper, which is made of 
bleached chemical wood stock. T h e rag paper did not 
overcome the difficulty, and has been abandoned.

* The spaces between the stamps were originally even, but in 
1909 the plates were made with longitudinal margins of varying 
widths lo allow for lhe shrinkage in the paper after wetting-down.

t Collectors desiring to shew examples of the book form stamps 
might follow lhe arrangement indicated in the illustration on p. 58. 
nfsl remove the staples which bind the book, and display as on 
p. 58. The central portion of the illustration shews one of the 
paraffin separating sheets. A  new, and more ornate form of cover 
design, embodying the seal of the P .O . Department, is about lo be 
introduced for the stamp books.
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Stamps printed on it, however, may readily be recog
nised by the bluish tinge in the paper. 1,480,000 one 
cent and 1 ,4 9 4 ,0 0 0  two cents stamps were printed on 
this paper and issued to the postmaster at Washington 
T h ere  were also put into arculation 4 0 0 0  stamps printed 
on this rag paper of each of the denominations 3, 3, 
8 , 10, 13 and 13 cents ; 4 4 0 0  stamps of 4  cents, and 
5 2 0 0  stamps of 6  cents.

T h e  series may be considered thoroughly satisfactory 
in the matters of designing and engraving, but the colour 
arrangement calls for some modification. The ten cents 
yellow is to be withdrawn and reissued in brown on 
yellow paper. A t  the time of writing it is probable 
that the eight cents olive green and fifteen cents light 
blue will be changed. T h e  raising of the fee for 
registration from eight cents to ten cents, which took 
effect November 1, 1909, has given rise to a demand 
for a twelve cents stamp to cover the two cents letter 
rate and registration fee combined. T h e stamp of this 
twelve cents denomination may be printed on a coloured 
paper. T h e  thirteen cents stamp, which was intended 
to cover the international letter rate, five cents, and the 
old registration rate of eight cents, is to be discontinued, 
as its purpose will now be served by the fifteen cents 
stamp.*

T h e  Post Office Department had several times given 
its attention to the subject of automatic contrivances for 
the sale of stamps. Several machines were patented

‘'T h e  Third Assistant Postmaster-General stales;— “ Some ol 
these stamps, particularly the green 1 c ., 8c. and 13c., the blue 5c 
and 15c., the purple 3c. and lavender 50c., are not sufficiently 
distinctive, and a rearrangement of the colours is now under con- 
sidération/*— /lepori fo r year ended June 3 0 , 1 9 0 9,
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which were suitable for the sale of stamps, and others 
iof affixing postage stamps to correspondence. T h e  
Department speedily recognised the convenience and 
possibilities of these inventions, and as for their successful 
operation the stamps had to b e  cut into strips, and made 
into long coils, the post office made arrangements to 
supply them in this form to users of such machines, and 
an announcement was made to this effect on December 
23, 1908. T h e coils w ere made with the stamps end
wise or sideways, and could be procured perforated 
between the stamps, or imperforate.

The Government “ part perforations " as the varieties 
are termed with the perforations between the stamps 
are as follows, all the stamps being of the 19 0 8  series :—  

Perforated vertically, 1 c., 2c., 4c„  5c., 10c. 
Perforated horizontally, 1c., 2 c ., 5c.

Perforated vertically. Perforated horizontally.

The imperforate coils w ere used in machines which 
cut or tore the stamps apart in a variety of ways. 
Collectors in the United States have been paying con
siderable attention to the various unofficial perforations 
produced in these machines, so they are included in the 
check list in Chapter X .



C h a p t e r  I X .

T
Special Issues of 1909.

H E  decision of the Postmaster-Genera! to abandon 
the series of varied portraits of United States 
celebrities in favour of an uniform effigy of 
Washington caused some controversy. Ad

mirers of several of the personages 
whose portraits were thus dis
carded petitioned for their re
instatement. T h e strongest case 
was made out for the counterfeit 
presentment of Abraham Lincoln, 
as the removal of his picture from 
the stamps nearly coincided with

____________________  the centenary of his birthday, for
which celebrations w ere being organised throughout the
country. , •

Accordingly a resolution was moved and adopted m 
Congress on January 2 2 , 1 9 0 9  :—

R esolved  by the Senate and H ouse o f  Representaliocsof 
the United States o f  A m erica  in Congress assembled, i 
the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to design an 
issue a special postage stamp, of the denomination of two cen » 
in commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary o 1 e 
birth of Abraham Lincoln.
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The stamp was issued to postmasters in time for sale 
to the public on the anniversary date February 12, 19 0 9 ,  
and the official description is as follows :—

Size and shape, the same as of the regular issue of postage 
stamps ; colour red. T h e subject is a  profile, within an ellipse 
on end, of the head of Lincoln from Saint-Gaudens’ statue. 
A spray of laurel leaves appears on either side of the ellipse. 
Above the subject appear the words “  U .S , Postage." Below, 
the ellipse is broken by a ribbon containing the dates of 
Lincoln's birth and of its one-hundredth anniversary (1 8 0 9 , 
Feb. 12th, 1909), with the denomination in words (T w o  cents) 
beneath.

145,850,400 of the Lincoln commemorative stamps 
were issued.

A portion of the issue was printed on the bluish 
rag paper (ante p. 6 3 ) , 6 7 3 ,0 0 0  being issued to the 
postmaster at W ashington, and further quantities (of 
which no record has been kept) w ere issued to other
postmasters.

1,273,900 of these stamps were issued imperforate 
lor use in automatic machines.

A  single stamp was 
issued to celebrate the 
holding of the Exposition 
at Seattle in 1909. The  
stamp was announced in a 
Post Office circular as to 
be ready for issue about 
June 1. T h e official de
scription of this issue is :—

Size, 23 by 1 Д  inches ; shape, rectangular ; colour, red ; 
denomination, 2 cents. A t the top and bottom are panels 
containing, respectively, the words “ U .S . Postage“  and " T w o  
cents. In the centre the larger part of a circle rests on the
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lower panel, and encloses a ribbon bearing the words "Alaska 
Yukon-Pacific. 1 9 0 9 ,"  and in the centre of the circle appears a 
portrait of William H . Seward, who, as Secretare of State 
conducted the negotiations for the purchase of Alaska from 
Russia. The name "W illia m  H . S ew ard ” appears under 
the portrait. On either side is an ellipse containing the Arabic 
numeral 2 , with laurel branches as a background.

7 0 ,7 5 3 ,2 0 0  of these two cents stamps were issued, 
including 4 2 2 ,6 6 0  imperforate stamps.

By a Post Office circular of August 19, 1909. 
postmasters were informed of the intention of the 
Government to issue a special postage stamp in Septem
ber of that year to commemorate the discovery of the

Hudson River by Henry 
Hudson in 1609, and of 
the introduction of steam 
navigation on its waters 
by Robert Fulton in 
1807. The following is 
the official description of 
the stamp :—

Size, about j  by I f  inches : shape,rectangular ; colour,red; 
denomination, 2  cents. A t the top appears the inscription 
"  Hudson-Fulton Celebration," with the years 1609, and 1909, 
immediately thereunder on either side. Below this inscription 
in a curved line are the words “ U .S . Postage." Al lhe 
bottom on each side is a prominent A rabic numeral "  2 with 
the words “ T w o Cents ” in a panel between the figures. In 
the centre is engraved a picture shewing the Palisades of the 
Hudson River in the background, with the Half Moon sailing 
up the river, and the Clermont steaming in the opposite direction. 
In the foreground is an Indian in a  canoe, and in the distance, 
just discernible, is a canoe containing four other Indians, the 
canoes representing the first means of navigating the river.

T h e stamp was issued on September 25, and the 
issue is stated to have been fifty millions, of which 
considerable quantities were issued imperforate.



UNOFFICIAL PERFORATIONS.

Schermack N o. 1. B -  Schcrmack No. 2. C — Schermack N o. 3.

D— iVlailometer N o. i. E — Mailometer N o. 2.

О в
Í-U.S. Automatic G -Brinkerhoff No. I. H —  Bnnkerhoff No. 2 .

Synopsis of Sta m ps  with  U nofficial P erforations.

A— 1902 , l c „  2 c. B — 1 9 0 2 , l c „  2 c. C - 1 9 0 2 , 1c „  2 c „  4 c„
*- ; 1906, lc., 2 c ., 3c., 4 c ., 5c. ; 1 9 0 9 ,2 c . (Lincoln). D - - 1 9 0 8 .2c. 
E—1908, 2c. F  1902, 1c., 2c„  5c. ; 1908, 1 c „ 2 c ., 3 c .,4 c „  5c. ; 
'909, 2c. (Lincoln), 2c. Alaska. G — 1902, lc ., 2c. H  1902,



C h a p t e r  X .

Check List.
1 8 9 4 , -

PR I N T E D  by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
W ashington. Triangles in upper corners. No 
watermark. Perforated 12.

1 cent ultramarine. (Franklin.)
Shades.

2  cents pink. (W ashington.)
Triangle I.
Shades.

2 cents carmine. (W ashington.)
Triangle I.
Triangle II.
Triangle 111.
Shades.
Imperforate horizonlally (iriangle I )
Imperforate vertically (triangle III.)

3 cents purple. (Jackson.)
Shades,

4  cents dark brown. (Lincoln.)
Shades.

5 cents chocolate. (G rant.)
Shades.
Imperforate horizonlally.

6  cents dark red brown. (Garfield.)
Shades.
Imperforate horizontally.

8  cents violet brown. (Sherm an.)
Shades.

10 cents dark green. (W ebster.)
Shades.
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15 cents dark blue. (Clay.)
50 cents orange. (Jefferson.)

Shades.
Imperforate horizontally.

81 black. (P e rry .)
82 sapphire blue. (M adison.)

Shades.

85 dark green. (M arshall.)
1895.— T h e  same but watermarked u s p s . P e r 

forated 12.
1 cent ultramarine.

Shades.
2 cents carmine.

Triangle I.
Triangle II.
Triangle III.
Shades.
Book form (issued 16-4-00).

3 cents purple.
Shades.

4 cents dark brown.
Shades.

5 cents chocolate.
Shades.

6 cents dark red brown.
Shades.

8 cents violet brown.
Shades.
E rro r on fiscal paper watermarked U S  I R.

10 cents dark green.
Shades.

15 cents dark blue.
50 cents orange.

Shades.
si black.
*2 sapphire blue.
_ Shades.
‘ 5 dark green.
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1 8 9 8 .— T h e same but with colours changed. Water 
marked U S P S .  Perforated 12.

I cent dark yellow green.
Shades.

4  cents rose brown.
Sh ad es.

5 cents dark blue.
Shades.

6  cents brownish lake.
Shades.

10 cents orange brown.
Shades.

15 cents olive green.
Shades.

18 9 8 .— T rans-Mississippi Exposition Series. Water
marked U  s P  s sideways. Perforated 12.

1 cent dark yellow green. (Marquette on the
Mississippi.)

2  cents copper red. (Farm ing in the West.)
4  cents orange. (Indian hunting buffalo.)
5 cents dark blue. (Frem ont on Rocky Moun

tains.)
8  cents violet brown. (Troops guarding tram.) 

Imperforate horizontally,
10 cents gray violet. (Hardships of emigration.) 
5 0  cents sage green. (W estern mining pro

spector.)
$1 black. (W estern cattle in storm.)
$ 2  orange brown. (Mississippi river bridge.)



1901.— Pan-A m erican Exposition Series. W a te r
marked u s P s. Perforated 12.

1 cent green and black. (Fast Lake Navigation.)
Inverted frame.

2 cents carmine and black. (Fast Express.)
Inverted frame.

4 cents chocolate and black. (Automobile.)
Inverted frame.

[This variety of the 4e. is from a specimen sheet, and was 
never issued for use. See p. 40.]

5 cents ultramarine and black. (Bridge at Niagara
Falls.) ......................  ' _

8 cents lilac and black. (Canal Locks at Sault 
Samte M ane.)

10 cents yellow-brown and black. (Fast Ocean 
Navigation.)

1902-3. “ Series 1902 .’’ W aterm arked U s P S. 
Perforated 12.

[NOTE. T h e letters following the description “  Unofficial 
Perforations ' refer to the key to these varieties on page 6 9 .j

1 cent green. (Franklin.)
Shades.
Imperforate.
Book form ( i -3 -0 7 ) .
Unofficial perforations, a, b, c. g. h.

2 cents carmine. (W ashington.)
Shades.
Book form ( 1 1 -2-03).

2 cents carmine. (Second design, shield-shaped
background.)

Shades.
Imperforate.
Imperforate horizontally.
Book form (1 8 -1 1 -0 3 ).
Unofficial perforations, a, b, c , f, g, h.

3 cents purple, (Jackson.)
Shades.

CHECK LIST. 73
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4  cents dark orange brown. (G rant.)

Shades.
Imperforate.
Unofficial perforation, с.

5 cents blue. (Lincoln.)
Shades.
Imperforate.
Unofficial perforations, c , f.

6  cents brown lake. (Garfield.)
Shades.

8  cents violet black. (M artha Washington.) 
Shades.

10 cents orange brown. (W ebster.)
Shades.

13 cents dark violet brown. (Harrison.)
Shades.

15 cents olive green. (Clay.)
5 0  cents orange. (Jefferson.)
51 black. (Farragut.)

Shades.
5 2  sapphire blue. (M adison.)
$5 dark green. (M arshall.)

190 4 .— Louisiana Purchase Senes. Watermarked 
U S P S. Perforated 12.

1 cent green. (Livingston.)
2 cents carmine. (Jefferson.)

Imperforate horizontally.
3 cents purple. (M onroe.)
5 cents dark blue. (M cK inley.)
10 cents brown. (M ap of United States.)

190 7 ,— Jamestown Exposition. Inscribed “ COM
MEMORATIVE SERIES 1 9 0 7 .” Watermarked US PS. 
Perforated 12.

1 cent green. (Captain John Smith.)
2 cents carmine. (Founding of Jamestown.)
5 cents blue. (Princess Pocahontas.)
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1908-1910.— Uniform Portrait series. Portrait o f  
W ash in gton  on all values except I cent. W aterm arked  
i;$ps. Perforated 12.

1 cent green (Franklin).
On bluish rag paper.
Imperforate.
Part perforate vertically.
P art perforate horizontally.
Book form (issued 3 -1 2 -0 8 ).
Unofficial perforations c, f, h.

2 cents carmine (W ashington).
Shades.
On bluish rag paper.
Imperforate.
Part perforate vertically.
Part perforate horizontally.
Book form (issued 1 6 -1 1 -0 8 ).
Unofficial perforations c , d, e, f, h.

3 cents purple.
On bluish rag paper.
Imperforate.
Unofficial perforations c, f, h.

4 cents brown.
On bluish rag paper.
Imperforate.
Part perforate vertically.
Unofficial perforations c , f, h.

5 cents blue.
On bluish rag paper.
Imperforate.
Part perforate vertically.
Part perforate horizontally.
Unofficial perforations f, h.

6 cents orange.
On bluish rag paper.

8 cents olive green.
On bluish rag paper.
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8  cents - —  (N ot yet issued.*)
10 cents yellow.

On bluish rag paper,
Part perforate vertically.

10 cents brown on yellow paper. (N ot yet issued.")
12 c e n ts ------- (N ot yet issued. *)
13 cents sea green.

On bluish rag paper.
1 3 cents light blue.

On bluish rag paper.
15 cents ------- (N ot yet issued.')
3 0  cents lavender.
1 dollar purple black.

1909. —  Commemorative Stamps. Watermarked 
U S P S. Perforated 12.

Lincoln M em orial Stamp.
2  cents carmine. (Lincoln.)

On bluish rag paper.
Imperforate.
Unofficial perforations c, f, h.

A la sk a -Yu^on-Pacific Exposition Stamp.
2 cents carmine. (Sew ard.)

Imperforate.
Unofficial perforations f, h.

Hudson-Fulton Celebration Stamp.
2 cents carmine.

Im perforate .

* A t the time of going to press it is announced that new issues ol 
these denominations will be made at an early date (see page 6-1)



A N N O U N C E M E N T S .
The M e l v i l l e  S t a m p  B o o k s  m ay be h ad , price 6 d . each , 

post free 7 d. (excep t N o . 1, w hich is post free 7 3 d.),

No. I g r e a t  B r i t a i n  : L i n e - E n g r a v e d  S t a m p s . 
2 — B r i t i s h  C e n t r a l  A f r i c a  a n d  N y a s a l a n d  

P r o t e c t o r a t e .
3 U N IT E D  S T A T E S  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S ,

1847-1 8 6 9  (Second Edition).
„ 4 G a m b i a .

5— N e v i s .
.. 6 — H o l l a n d .

7 — T o n g a .
„ « - B r i t i s h  N e w  G u i n e a  a n d  P a p u a .
.. 9 - GREAT BRITAIN: EMBOSSED ADHESIVE STAMPS.
.. 10—U N IT E D  S T A T E S  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .

1870-1893 .
.. II— U N IT E D  S T A T E S  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S ,

1894-1 9 1 0  (R eady  shortly).
.. I2-JAMA1CA.

Large paper copies o( each of the above works can be had 
in the following styles :

A-Uncut sheets for private bindings, - - 1/6  per book.
«-Bound in art cloth, - - - - -  1/6  .,
С-Bound in lambskin, - - - - - 2  6 „

The lambskin volumes make charming presentation books (or 
collectors and Society libraries. Postage extra.

T H E  M E L V I L L E  S T A M P  B O O K S .
4 7  S t r a n d . L o n d o n , w .c .

I-



T h e  M e l v i l l e  St a m p  B o o k s  can be had (rom the Pub
lishers at 4 7  Strand, or at the same price from the following 
Philatelic Societies and Dealers

В . B . K IR B Y  (H on . Librarian, Junior Philatelic Society), 
74 , Alleyn R oad, Dulwich, London, S .E .

H . H . H A R LA N D  (for the Croydon Philatelic Society), 
Lindáié, Parsons M ead, Croydon.

H . F . JOHNSON, 44 , Fleet Street, London, E.C.
J . W . JO N ES, 4 4 4 , Strand, London, W .C .
C H A S. N I S S E N  & Со., 7, Southampton Row, London,W.C. 
M ARG O SCH IS B R O S., Constitution Hill, Birmingham. 
V IC T O R  M A R S H , 3 8 9 , Brixton Road, London, S.W.
T h e  n e w  E n g l a n d  S t a m p  Co., 12, Bromfidd

Street, Boston, M ass., U .S .A .
H A R R Y  L . PER K IN S, Box 176, Hartford, Conn., U S A. 
H E N R Y  J . D IC K E (for the New York Stamp Society), 

344, East 89th Street, New Y ork, U .S .A .
C E N T U R Y  ST A M P Co., P .O . Box 197, Montreal, Canada. 
F r o n t e n a c  St a m p  C o ., 30 , Sydenham Street, 

Kingston, Ontario, Canada.
P A U L  K o h l , L td ., Library of Philatelic Literature, 

Chemnitz, Saxony.
SVERIGES FlLATELlST-FORENING, Stockholm,Sweden.
F . M lL L H O U S E , 12 2 4 . N .Taylor A venue,St. Louis,U.S.A. 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  St a m p  C o ., 1204, Chestnut Street, 

Philadelphia, P a., U .S .A .
W M . G . F IT Z -C H A R L E S  (for the Trenton Philatelic 

Society), 66 , North Clinton Avenue, Trenton, N .J., U.S.A.
F r e d . H A G EN , L td ., 182. Pitt Street, Sydney, Ne« 

South W ales. ,
Special terms are quoted to Philatelic Societies and lo l e 

T rad e for these books, with privilege of inclusion to **
in forthcoming issues. For full particulars apply to the Publis er;, 
47 Strand, London, W .C . Advertisement rates quoted on 
application to the same address.



SpëC IA U T V  :

n ew  i s s u e s .

(Ste next paqe.)

PV. H . Peckitt,
47 S T R A N D ,  w.c.

Dealer in 

R A K E  S T A M P S . 

(See  next page. )



n e w  i s s u e  s e r v i c e

T h e  o n ly  s a t is fa c to ry  w ay to  c o lle c t 

M o d e rn  S ta m p s  is to  ta k e  th e m  in 

a s  th e y  a re  issu ed . I su p p ly  all 

N ew  Issu e s  o f  B r it is h  C o lo n ia l 

S ta m p s  a t  i o  p er c e n t, o v e r face 

v a lu e  to  c lie n ts  o f  m y  N ew  Issu e 

S e r v ic e . C o m p le te  D is tr ib u tio n s .

S im p le  A c c o u n ts . W r ite  for E x 

p la n a to ry  C irc u la r .

R A R E  S T A M P S  B O U G H T

I am  a lw a y s  op en  to  re ce iv e  O ffers 

o f  R a re  S ta m p s  o r  C o lle c tio n s , but 

th e y  m u st b e  fin e . O n ly  S ta m p s 

in  th e  fin est co n d itio n  are  o f  use 

to  m e , a n d  I  am  p re p are d  to  pay 

th e  b est p rices  i f  th e  S ta m p s are 

su p erb .

W .  H .  P E C K I T T ,

47, S t r a n d , L o n d o n , w. c.

Cables : “ Rechiti. London-'T e le p h o n e  : G e r ra r d  3 2 0 4 .
IV,



U N I T E D  S T A T E S .
I c a rry  a s  usu al a  v ery  n ice  
s to ck  o f  m o s t o f  th e  b ea u tifu l 
S ta m p s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s , 
b o th  u sed  an d  u n u sed . T h e  
c o lle c to r  w ill fin d  E u ro p e a n  
p rices co m p a re  v ery  fav o u r
ably w ith  U . S. p ric e s  for 
th ese  S ta m p s . 1 g iv e  p ro m p t 
a tte n tio n  to  a ll en q u iries .
S e rio u s  c o lle c to r s  on  b o th  sid es 
o f  th e  A t la n t ic  sh o u ld  w rite  for 
s e le c t io n s  o r  sen d  w an t lis ts  to

W. H P E C K I T T ,
47 S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  E n g l a n d .

M y  N ew  Issu e  S e r v ic e  is  open 
to  c o lle c to rs  liv in g  in th e  
U n ite d  S t a te s  a s  w e ll a s  in a ll 
o th e r  co u n trie s  in th e  P osta l 
U n io n , N ow  th a t  P en n y  
P o sta g e  is e s ta b lish e d  b e tw e e n  
th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  an d  G r e a t 
B r ita in , A m e r ica n  c o lle c to r s  a re  
en a b led  to  g e t  th e ir  n ew  issues 
o f  B r it is h  C o lo n ia l S ta m p s  a t 
to %  o v e r  face . F u l l  e x p la n a to ry  
c irc u la r  s e n t post free  to  an y  
c o lle c to r  in E u r o p e  o r  in  th e

U N I T E D  S T A T E S ,
V,



A R ecord !

R .  W .  H .  P E C  К  I T T
B e g s  u> in fo rm  h is  c lie n ts  an d  stam p  collectors 
g e n e ra lly  th a t h e  h as  p u rch ased  th e  collection 
o f  th e  W o r ld ’s P o s ta g e  S ta m p s  form ed In  th e late

ir W I L L I A M  B .  A V E R Y .  B a h t .

T h is  is t lte  la rg e st g e n e ra l c o lle c tio n  ev er sold 
o u tr ig h t, an d  it co n s t itu te s  a  re co rd  in Philately, 
b e in g  the greater single cash transaction in 
Postage Stamps. T h e  c o lle c t io n  is rep lete  with 
n e a rly  a ll  th e  g r e a t  ra r itie s  in fine condition.
T h e  p rice  p aid  for th e  c o lle c t io n  w as

.£24,500 N ett  C ash.
In a d d itio n  to  th e  n o ta b le  ra r ities , th e  collection 
is s tro n g  in  m ed iu m  s ta m p s  in e x ce p tio n a l state, 
e .g . ,  b lo c k s , p a n es, s e t t in g s  sh ew in g  ty p e varieties, 
m a n y  o f  w h ich  a re  n o w ad ay s o n ly  accessible 
a t th e  b r e a k in g  u p  o f  a g rea t collection. 
P o rtio n s  o f  th e  c o lle c t io n  w ill b e  sen t ns usual 
to  re sp o n s ib le  c o lle c to rs .

I M P O R T A N T . — M r. Peck п т  would remind 
c o lle c to r s  th a t a lth o u g h  rare  s tam p s are  one of 
h is s p e c ia lit ie s , h e  g iv e s  e v e ry  a tte n tio n  to  the 
re q u ire m e n ts  o f  a ll  c u sto m e rs , w h eth e r for Rare 
o r M ed iu m  S ta m p s , P a c k e ts  o r S e ts . Any 
c o lle c to r  can  h a v e  N ew  Issu e s  su p p lied  through 
M r. Peckitt’s New I ssue S ervice at 10% over 
face . A lb u m s o f  a ll  g ra d e s . T h e  Mklvu.i.v: 
Stame Books at 6 d. e a c h ;  p ost free, 7h-

W .  H .  P E C K  I T T ,

47 S t r a n d , L o n d o n , w . c .

T e le p h o n e :  3 2 0 4  G e rra rd .
T e le g r a m s  an d  C a b le s :  “  P e c k it l ,  London.



S t a m p  C o l l e c t i o n s  R e g i s t e r .
\Yk have m any c o lle c t io n s  o ffered  to  us th a t  fo r o n e  reaso n  or 
another wc do n o t w ish  to  p u rch a se , a n d  w e h a v e  th e re fo re  
decided to op en  th is  “  Stamp Collections Register ” in o rd er to  
bring under th e  n o tice  o f  o u r 1 2 ,0 0 0  re a d e rs  o f  th e  “  Stamp 
Weekly ” d ie d ifferen t p ro p e rtie s  th a t  m a y  lie  p la ce d  in  ou r 
hands- In ad d ition  to  p u b lish in g  th is  Regester in  o u r p a p e r, w e 
also issue th e  Register in  p a m p h le t form  a n d  se n d  it to  a  la rg e  
number o f good b u y ers w h o  d o n o t su b s cr ib e  to  “  G .S. W .”

The follow ing w ill b e  th e  first c o n d itio n s  th a t m ust h e ag reed  
io when we e n te r  a  c o lle c t io n  upon th is  Register : —

i.—The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is 
offered for sale.

2—The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea ( £ 1  i/-) for expenses 
before we enter a collection in our Register', 

г,—The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent. (to%) upon the 
amount at which we sell his collection.

4,—Collections should he sent to 391, S t r a n d , L ondon, in order that 
a careful and detailed description may be written.

3.—Collections may be inspected at 391, S t r a n d , W.C.
6. —The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7. —Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be

divulged.
3.—No collection will be entered in this R eg iste r  at a less price than 

Twenty Pounds.
9. —Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley

Gibbons, Ltd., either as to the genuineness or condition of the 
stamps; but S.G., Ltd,, are willing to report on any stamps iti 
Collections on the R e g is te r  at their usual terms.

10, —Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept
în the first instance, as this will ensure a quicker sale and save 
correspondence.

it.—It will greatly facilitate a sale if the owner will calculate the current 
catalogue price of his stamps, and state the number of stamps in 
his collection.

Do you want lo  p u rch ase  a re a lly  C h e a p , S p e c ia liz e d , or G e n e ra l 
Colled ion ? I f  so , co n su lt o u r “  Stamp Collections Register, ' 

Do you want to  se ll y o u r C o lle c t io n , o r  an y  part o f  it , at th e  
small com m ission  o f  T e n  p er c e n t. ? I f  so , e n te r  it in  our 
"’Ulanıp Collections R e g i s t e r an d  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t w ill he 
яеп by m ore th a n  T w e n ty  T h o u s a n d  C o lle c to r s — a  g re a te r  
publicity than you can  o b ta in  b y  a n y  o th e r  m ean s.

List op nearly F ifty  Collections entered on 
the Register, sent post free on demand.

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L imited ,
3 9 1  S T R A N D ,  L O N D O N ,  w . c .

S1AXLKV GIBBONS, Inc., T98, B roadway, New York .
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C L I F T O N V I L E E ,  M A R G A T E .

PH I L A T E L I S T S  re co g n ise  th is  a s  an  ideal I loie] for 
h o lid a y . I t  o c cu p ie s  a  g ra n d  situ a tio n  in lam e privam 

g ro u n d s on th e  “ Q u e e n ’s  P ro m e n a d e ,” ex ten d in g  to the « L .  
o f  th e  c lif fs , w ith  la rg e  T e n n is  and C ro q u e t Law ns, also A v  
B o w lin g  G r e e n , C lo c k  G o lf  C o u rse , an d  P ra c tic e  Putting-Green 
O v e r  1 3 0  su n n y  R o o m s  lo o k in g  rig h t o v er th e  sea. I landsomely 
a p p o in te d  R e c e p t io n  R o o m s a n d  sp acio u s L ou n g e, Lecture and 
R e c re a t io n  R o o m . P riv a te  O r ch e s tra  ; E n tertain m en ts and 
D a n c e s  fre q u e n tly  g iv e n  : S p e c ia l  P rogram m es at Easter 
W h itsu n , a n d  C h r is tm a s . R e n o w n e d  C u isin e  and C hoice Wines! 
C o m p le te  In s ta lla t io n  for E le c t r ic  an d  C h em ica l B aths, Treat
m e n t, e tc . E le c t r ic  L i f t  an d  L ig h t . B illia rd  an d  Photographers’ 
D a rk  R o o m . H a ird re ss in g  S a lo o n . L ib ra ry  and Reading- 
R o o m — p rin c ip a l P h ila te lic  P a p e rs  ta k e n . A d jo in in g Sands, 
a n d  liest S e a -B a th in g .  N e a r  th re e  G o lf L in k s. Inclusive 
P e n s io n  T e r m s  from  10/6 p er day.

Illustrated T a riff free from  the M anaging Director,
A. I .K O N  A D U I  T  /•'./>-.P.S.I.. 

H ел i» >i' л кт к ks ок тнк Isle  ih Т нлхет Philatelic Society.

T h e  Q u e e n ’s  a n d  H i g h  C l i k k e  H o t e i

PERIODICAL SALES 15Y AUCTION OF

R A R E  P O S T A G E  S T A M P S
h e l d  hy Mess us.

V E N  T O M ,  B U L L  & C O O P E R
(Who originateti them in this Country)« a t  t iik

LOUDOUN HOTEL, S u r r e y  St., Stkaxd, W.G
Ctosu to the Tem ple S ta tio n  on the D istrict Railway*

'Pi ik s i-: Sales afford the best means of disposing of Rare Sunups and 
Colleu ions at most satisfactory prices. They are held about every 
fortnight throughout the season—September to June,

VA L U A T IO N S k o u  I ’UOHATE a n d  OTHKU r i ’ UI’OSKS .MADE II Kl-oUKKIl- 

A D V A N C E S M A D E  ON C O L L E C T IO N S K E N D İ M İ  RE ALIZAŢI '  »N II KKi.lLlKKI*.

l'or further particulars and Catalogues apply to
Messrs. VKNTOM, BULL N COOPKK, 

Auctioneers, Surveyors, and Lami Agents 
(Philatelic Department), 35 O l d  J ew ry . I .on imin, M

Telegraphie A d d ress — “ V k n t o m ,  L o n d o n .
Telephone N o .—3392 C e n t r a l . Established 17h1



Our
Speciality /

B R I T I S H  N O R T H  B O R N E O  

P O S T A G E  

S T A M P S

S K X ! )  F O R  P R I C E  L I S T .

Century Stamp Co.
Montreal, Canada.

•■'"'.К CANADIAN ACiliXTŠ и  ж  

i,lANl|':v '•lltHONx, UMITI.D,
ШМЮ\ KNCI.ANI).

i\.



J U L E S  B E R N I C H O N ,

4  R uk R ochambbau (Square M o n t h o lo n ) ,  

T e le p h o n e  2 5 0 -9 5 . P A R I S ,  T elep h o n e 250-95.

Metulmr о /  the J u r y  at the P h ila te lic  J£.v hihii b u s  o f  
Geneva, iSçó P a rin , i  SqS —M anchester, i Sqq—L a  Haye, toot— 

P e rlin , iq o j—P a ris , /$94, /çan -

M a k e s  a  S p e c ia l i ty  o f

R A R E .  S T A M P S ,  U sed  and U nused,
O F  A L L  C O U N T R I E S .

L A R G E  S T O C K .  W ith o u t riv a l in France.

F ranck, s in g le s , p a irs , b lo c k s  o f  4 ,  tête-biche, essays. 
F rench Colonies p ro v is io n a ls . E urope. 

B ritish Colonies. B ollano ano Colonies.
United  States of America.

E nvelopes, E ntire . Fost Caros an d  pneum atic cards.
Cut E nvelopes. R ussian Locals.

Official Catalogue 0/ the S o d iti Française de Timbrologie.
T h e  m o st co m p le te  o f  a ll C a ta lo g u e s . 2 v o is ., 1700 pages, 
1 0 ,0 0 0  illu s tra tio n s , 1 8 7 ,0 0 0  p rice s . P o s t F ree, Krs.5.60.

Cenerai Catalogue.
T h e  p reced in g  C a ta lo g u e , b u t reduced to  1060 pages. 
R e g is te re d  l'o.sl K rče , F  rs. 3 .8 5 .

SPECIAL TERM S TO T H E TRADE.

M y cu rre n t p rice  list o f  3 6 4 0  se ts  a rran g ed  in i\vu_columns for 
un used  an d  used, w ill lie sen t free  on d em an d . Fhis pennits о 
th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a c o lle c t io n  of 1 8 ,co o  v arie ties , and c imsei]nea .' 
w ill b e  o f  in te re st b o th  lo lh e  a d v an ced  co llecto r ant u* lL 
b eg in n er.

T h e  p rices  defy a ll ju s t  c o m p e titio n .



W A N T E D  F O R  C A S H

R E A L L Y  L A R G E  an d  I M P O R T A N T

C o lle c tio n s  o f  P o s ta g e  S ta m p s . W e  a re  

T H E  b u y ers  for G R E A T  C o lle c tio n s , and 

A L L  C o lle c t io n s  th a t h a v e  b een  so ld  in 

G re a t B r ita in  a t  ^ t o . o o o  e a c h , a n d  o v e r,

H A V E  B E E N  P U R C H A S E D  ID ' U S.

We are a lso  o p en  to  p u rch a se  R e a l ly  F in e  S p e c ia liz e d  

Collections, e sp e c ia lly  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  C o u n tr ie s  : —

J apan.
V enezuela.
Bahamas.
B ritish  Guiana. 
Canada.
Cape of Good Hope. 
Ceylon.
F i j i ,

G renada.
I ndia.
M a u r it iu s .
Natal.
Trinidad, and 

A li. Australian Stamps.

Sta n ley  G ib b o n s , L im it e d ,
.5 9 1  S T R A N D , LO N D O N , w.c.

T e le p h o n e  : 9031 Gerhard (2 lin e s).

STAN LE \ G IB B O N S , In c., 19S, B roadway, New Y ork.

Great B ritain . 
German States. 
Finland.
Sicily.
France.
Sweden,
Ardenti ne.
Buenos Ayres.
ţj Rill I tl AY.
Chiu ,
Denmark.
Egypt and S udan. 
Hawaii.

\i.



M KSSR s.

P U T T I C K  &  S I M P S O N

L I T K U  A  R V ,  F I N E  A R T ,

P H I L A T E L I C  A U C T I O N E E R S ,

47 L eicester  S quare, LONDON, w.c

M e s s r s . P U T T IC K  & SIM PSO N

H o ld  th e  B e s t-A tte n d e d  S a le s .

S e l l  th e  F in e s t  S ta m p s  a n d  B e s t  C o llectio n s.

O b ta in  th e  H ig h e s t  P r ice s .

Issu e  th e  m o st c a re fu lly -co m p ile d  C atalogues.

H a v e  th e  L a r g e s t  C lie n te le .

CATALOGUES CIRCULA TED  ALL OVER EUROPE, AMERICA, 

AND INDIA.

Likera/ Advances made pending Realization i f  desirea,

F o r  te rm s and fuit p a rt icu la rs , a d d ress  :

M e s s r s . P U T T IC K  & SIMPSON,
4 7  L E I C E S T E R  S Q U A R E ,  L O N D O N , w.C. 

E s ta b lis h e d  1794 .

T e le p h o n e  N o . G e rra rd  1561.
xii.



Gi b b o n s ' S t a m p  W e e k l y ,
W ITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATEI)

“ THE MONTHLY JOURNAL.”

'flit most popular IVee/cly Stamp /о п т а ! for the 
General Collector and Specialist.

ED ITE D  BY

M a j o r  E d w a r d  B .  E v a n s .

Prepaid Subscriptions must com m ence w ith  the current 
mnuher, and can lie had for 3 , 6 , or 12  months at the following 
rates,post free: —3 months, 1 / 8 ; 6 m onths, 3 / 3 ; 12  m onths, 6/ 6 . 

Almost every number contains an offer o f a  S pecial 
Bargain to Subscribers.

Many numbers avili contain a  L ist o f Stam ps we wish to
purchase for cash .

Arrangements have also been made for m any important 
Articles by the Leading Philatelists at Imme and abroad.

Specimen Copies sent post fre e  on application.

New 100-Page Pa m ph let , containing over One Thousand  
Pickets and Sets of Stam ps at bargain rates, and full particulars 
of Stamp Albums, Catalogues, H andbooks, and all Requisites 
« the Stamp Collector sent post free on application to

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L imited,
391, STRAND, LONDON, w.c.

(Opposite H otel C ecil).

Telephone : 9031 Gf.rrard (2 lines).

Collectors in the U nited States and C anada should apply to

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc.,
198 B r o a d w a y , N kw Y o r k .

xiii.



C i r c l e  o k  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P h i l a t e l i s t s

K O S Z O K U-UTCZA 25, BUDAPEST.

Entrance Fee, - - - - - 2/-.

A  MONT, the advantages of the above are included a 

S U B S C R IP T IO N  T O  T H E  JO U R N A L , each issue 

lieing of 52 pages o f interesting points, primed in 

three languages.

F R E E  A L M A N A C , with about 2 0 0 0  Addresses of Philatelists, 

and a P H I L A T E L I C  D IC T IO N A R Y , and LETTEK- 

W R I T E R  in various languages.

T H R E E  G R A T IS  A D V E R T IS E M E N T S  in the I’ajier 

and the A lm anac.

Subscription for One Year, 6/



Ţhe Sectional 
Imperial A lbum

Kul (ils ;i long-felt w ant. Il is based on the well-known  

Imperial Album, but each country is published and sold 

separately, and consists of from four up to a hundred or 

more pages. T h e loose pages are  gripped in as many 

spring hack binders as m ay be necessary.

Ml British Colonial Sections are now ready ,

ami die Sections o f Europe and European Colonies are  

lieing printed as rapidly as possible.

áu Illustrated Prospectus,

giving full details o f the binders and sections, will willingly 

be sent upon mentioning this book to any one writing 

ur telephoning to

S T A N L E Y  G I B B O N S ,  L i m i t e d ,

ЗУ I, S TRAND, LONDON, w.c.

T elep hone: 9031 G errakd (2 lines).

Oilleclors in U .S . and Canada can get Circular and Prices 
'uh duly added from

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc.,
i <j8 B r o a d w a y , N e w  Y o r k .
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United States.
.3ISTKI) A T  T H E  B U R E A U  OK E N G R A V I N G  A N D  P R I N T I N G .  

1S94. PERI-'- 1 2 . 1S95. P E R E .  12. 1898. P E R F .  12.

.P E R E . 12. 1 9 0 1 .  P E R E .  12. 1 9 0 2 - 3 .  P E R E .  12.

104. PERF. 1 2 .  1 9 0 7 .  P E R E .  1 2 .  I 9 0 8 .  P E R E .  1 2 .

,509. PERE. 1 2 .  T  R A N S - M I S S I S S I P P I  E X P O S I T I O N .

AMERICAN E X P O S I T I O N .  L O U I S I A N A  P U R C H A S E  E X P O S I T I O N .  

illESTOWN E X P O S I T I O N .  L I N C O L N  C O M M E M O R A T I O N .

Al.ASKA-YUKON-PACIEIC EXPOSITION.

Hl'DSON-EULTON C O M M E M O R A T I O N .  W  M K ,  U . S . P . S .

î. U.S.P.S. WM K. U . S . P . S .  T R I A N G L E  I. T R I A N G L E  I L  

TRIANGLE I I I .  I M P E R F O R A T E  H O R I Z O N T A L L Y .

SFORATE V E R T I C A L L Y .  I M P E R F O R A T E .  I M P E R F O R A T E .

IMPERFORATE. E R R O R  O N  F I S C A L  P A P E R .

INVERTED F R A M E .  S T A M P S  I S S U E D  IN  B O O K  F O R M .

ON IÎLU1SH R A G  P A P E R .  O N  B L U I S H  R A G  P A P E R .

МРЕ*FORATE V E R T I C A L L Y .  P A R T  P E R F O R A T E  H O R I Z O N T A L L Y .  

STAMPS 2 M M , A P A R T .  S T A M P S  3 M M .  A P A R T .

U N O F F I C I A L  P E R F O R A T I O N S .

а «АСК NO. I .  S C H E R M A C K  NO. 2 .  S C H E R  M A C К  N O . 3 .  

MAILOME'l’E R  NO I .  M A I L O M E T E R  N O. 2 .

U .S . A U T O M A T I C  V E N D I N G  CO.

“RIN K ERH O K F NO. I .  B R I N K E R H O F F  NO. 2 .

O V E R P R I N T E D  S P E C I M E N .  O N  O R I G I N A L  C O V E R S .

.'“'"""«t Labels, intenditi Jo r  use 1 it blank Siam/) eUbttms, are presented uitit 
Л ' Statte Postage Stamps. ıSçj-lçıo.'' being Л'о, l í  o f the Melville Stamp Soaks

W, ,lct (Д,..t free  j\d . or is eettis.J ,  published at 17. Strand, London, tV.t tight.
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J A M A I C A
By F r e d  J .  Melville.
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