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Benjamin Franklin.
From an old print.



INTRODUCTORY NOTES.

HE need for an illustrated handbook on the
postal issues of the United States has been
demonstrated by the rapid exhaustion of the
entire edition of the present writer’s previous

book on the subject. The new work has been illus-
trated on a more elaborate plan, and for the further
simplification of the interesting type varieties the
reproductions have been placed in the text instead of
in a series of plates. While the style of the text of
the former work has been retained additions have been
made ; the study is carried a little further, notably in
the check list, where numerous minor varieties are
given. Following the familiar form of the standard
catalogue used in the United States these varieties are
printed in a smaller type, and can readily be ignored
by the collector who decides that they are superfluous
for his purpose.

Closely as these stamps have been studied by
specialists in America and in Lurope, collectors
generally are quite unfamiliar with the points of
distinction between the very rare premiére gravures
of 1861 and their successors, the second types of 1861.
it not for the want of excellent diagrams in the
catalogues or in handbooks. The differences, as illus-
trét d in a diagram, do not seem to impress themselves
upon one's memory so readily as an examination of the
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actual stamp or a photograph. We have therefore,
while retaining the diagrams, included enlarged re-
productions of both types.

One cannot too strongly urge upon the collector the
necessity of familiarising himself with such differences
where they are of so high a degree of interest and
importance. Quite recently a premiére gravure of the
10 cents value (the commonest of the series but
nevertheless a desirable stamp) changed hands at the
price of the later re-engraved series, and a well-known
English collector who prides himself on being a careful
student exchanged as the common varieties no fewer
than three premiéeres to a shrewd collector who knew
what he was acquiring.

It is the familiar knowledge of these apparently
trifling details that gives the student his opportunity.
A premiére gravure may lie unrecognised and un-
suspected in some collections ; one may be offered in
a lot of duplicates, and be for sale at the price of the
common variety. But one cannot depend upon having
a handbook with diagrams and illustrations at the proper
moment, so a familiar acquaintance with the points of
distinction is the only sure safeguard against the loss of
an opportunity which comes all too rarely even to the
most enthusiastic student.

We regret that it is not possible to show the
differences of shade in certain of the stamps, such as
the 24 cents premiere gravure, which is only distinguish-
able from the later variety by its rich violet colour, or
the 30 cents orange-red, the later printing of which was
in a much paler colour. Other notable colour varieties
are the 3 cents pink, the 3 cents scarlet, and the
3 cents mustard of the 1861 second types. The
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collector in these cases must become familiar with
the ordinary specimens m order to recognise at once
such marked variations as these and other interesting
colour varieties. These must be purchased with care ;
vendors are as apt as collectors to recognise a “ pink”
colour in the common rose 3 cents, and the same applies
to other colour varieties. Changelings too must be
guarded against.

In the collection of United States stamps the collector
will find that it is no easy matter to procure even the
commoner stamps in fine condition, particularly as
regards the centering of the design. Largely owing to
a peculiarity of perforating common to nearly all United
States postage stamps, the designs are often cut right
into by the perforating machine. The hunt for fine
copies, well centred, should add zest to the collector’s
pursuit, however, and if a rule be made to take only
specimens that come up to a particular standard of
condition the result will be well worth the extra trouble
and the comparatively moderate extra expense. A fine
copy of a United States stamp with margins perforated
all round and well centred is a thing of rare beauty.

A word should be added regarding perforation
varieties. Owing to the peculiarity already noted such
varieties have not all the same importance in the stamps
of the United States as in other countries. No interest
attaches to a specimen imperforate on one side.
Imperforate varieties of perforated stamps cannot be
depended upon except in unsevered pairs, and this
applies also to stamps imperforate horizontally or
imperforate vertically.

We must acknowledge our indebtedness to Mr. J.
N. Luff for his elaborate and valuable work, The
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Adhesive Stamps of the United States (New York,
1902), from which we have drawn very largely in our
studies of these stamps. The numerous other sources
of our information will be found in the bibliography in
Chapter VI.

We have also to thank Mr. W. H. Peckitt and
Mr. G. B. Kirby for the loan of stamps for illustration,
Mr. S. R. Turner for various diagrams contributed,
and Mr, L. W. Crouch for undertaking the revision
of the proofs of the work.

It is hoped in subsequent books in this series to deal
with the later issues of United States stamps. The
series will also include, in due course, the Departmental,
Postage Due, Newspaper, Carrier, and Postmasters
stamps, all illustrated and produced uniform in style
with the present book.
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United States Postage Stamps
1847 1869.

Chapter |I.

Issue of 1847.

HE records of postal work in America are
traceable as far back as 1639, when by an
order of the General Court of Massachusetts
the house of Richard Fairbanks, in Boston,

was created a receiving house for letters arriving from
beyond the seas. Mr. John Hayward was authorised
by the same court in 1677 to "take in and convey
letters according to their direction,” and similar arrange-
ments were made in other of the American Colonies.

In 1692 the Crown granted to Thomas Neale, by
letters patent, good for twenty-one years, authority to
set up posts in North America. This Neale proceeded
to do by deputy in the person of Andrew Hamilton.
1 he latter’s statement of the produce of the posts he
set up is interesting, as showing the steady increase.
The “ New York Post,” for example, produced in its
first year (May 1, 1693—April 30, 1694) £61 ;
second year, £82 ; third year, £93 ; fourth vyear,
£ 122,
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The patent was surrendered to the Crown by Neale’s
successors in 1707, and John Hamilton (son of Andrew)
became deputy Postmaster-General.

The legal status of the posts in America was very
indefinite until it was incorporated in the long Post
Office Act of 9 Anne c. 10, which passed into law
in 1711. This provided for the erection of * One Chief
Letter Office in New York . . . ,and other Chief
Offices at some convenient Place or Places in each of
Her Majesty’s Provinces or Colonies in America."
The Act gave the Postmaster-General full powers to
appoint deputies, and to control post routes ; and it
fixed a senes of rates for letters on post routes in
America.

The most notable figure in the postal history of the
country was Benjamin Eranklin, who became Postmaster
of Philadelphia in 1737, and was made one of the
joint Postmasters-General (with Mr. William Hunter)
of America in 1753.

In his autobiography Franklin says :

The American office never had hitherto paid any thing to
that of Britain. We were to have six hundred pounds a year
between us, if we could make that sum out of the profits of
the office. To do this a variety of improvements were
necessary ; some of these were inevitably at first expensive, so
that in the first four years the office became above nine hundred
pounds in debt to us. But it soon after began to repay us;
and before 1was displac’d by a freak of the ministers ... we
had brought it to yield three times as much clear revenue to
the Crown as the post office of Ireland. Since that imprudent
transaction, they have receiv'd from it —not one farthing !

From the commencement of the revolution the post
office passed into the control of the Congress of the
Confederacy ; Franklin was chosen the first Postmaster-
General and we are told :
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" He did Kis work as an organiser so well that the system
which he then instituted did not need to be re-cast, in any
essential respect, in a hundred years of unparalleled national
expansion and progress.

The postal reform in Great Britain in 1840, with its
almost general introduction of prepayment of postage,
effected by the use of adhesive stamps, attracted world-
wide attention. Yet the Government of the United
States allowed seven years to pass before adopting
similar reforms. Uniform rates of postage, with a
consequent substantial reduction on any previously in
vogue, had been introduced in 1845. But the Post
Office Act of that year did not provide for the prepay-
ment of postage, nor for the use of postage stamps.
Individual postmasters issued adhesive labels for the use
of their own particular offices, but these are of a semi-
official nature only, and with one or two exceptions the
stamps issued by one postmaster were not recognised by
any other postmaster.
The first postal issues of the Government appeared
in 1847, their emission having been authorised by an
Act of Congress, passed on March 3 of that year :
Section Il, That to facilitate the transportation of letters in
the mail, the Postmaster-General be authorized to prepare
jmstage stamps which, when attached to any letter or packet,
shall be evidence of the payment of the postage chargeable on
such letter.
The same act also suppressed the use of the postmasters
stamps, inasmuch as it rendered it illegal for any deputy-
postmaster “ to prepare, use, or dispose of any postage
stamps not authorised by and received from the
Po~tmaster-General.”

fhe stamps, including labels of two denominations.
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five cents and ten cents, were engraved and manufactured
by the firm of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch, & Edson, of
New York. They were printed in sheets of ore
hundred stamps. It was intended to issue them o
July 1, but a delay of a little over a month ensued,
and the story of the first actual issue of the stamps is
related as follows in the Hartford Times of August 5

1885, and quoted by Mr, Tiffany.

. On the 5th of August (1847), soon after the opening
of the Postmaster-General’s office for the day, an old gentleman
called to see Mr. Johnson on business. The gentleman was the
Hon. Henry Shaw,a New Yorker, . . . and the father of the
well-known Henry Shaw, jun. [Josh Billings], . . . Mr. Johnson
[Cave Johnson. Postmaster-General] came into his office
accompanied by the printer of the new stamps, a few minutes
after Mr. Shaw had arrived, on that August morning. Sheets
of the stamps were laid before the Postmaster-General, who,
after receipting for them, handed them to his visitor to inspect.
Mr. Shaw returned them after a hasty glance, and then drawing
out his wallet, he counted fifteen cents, with which he purchased
two of the stamps -the first two ever issued. The five cent
stamp he kept as a curiosity, and the ten cent stamp e
presented to Governor Briggs, as an appropriate gift."

This anecdote would fix the eaily part of August,
1847, probably the 5th, for the first issue of these
stamps to the public.

The contractors supplied during the term of the
agreement 4,400,000 of these five cent stamps, and
of these 3,712,000 were distributed by the Third
Assistant Postmaster-General, who had charge of the
issuing of postage stamps to deputy postmasters and
of keeping the accounts for the same. Of the ten
cent stamps 1,050,000 were supplied, and 891,000
distributed. About 88,229.20 worth of the stamps
were afterwards redeemed or exchanged when the issue
was superseded by a new senes of stamps in 1851.
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These numbers, representing the output of United
States stamps for four years (1847-51), appear small
in comparison with the 409,320,000 printed during
the hrst four years of penny adhesive stamps alone
in Great Britain from 1840-43. But it should be
remembered that while in Great Britain prepayment
of postage was practically obligatory, in the United
States it was not so, and not until 1855 was prepay-
ment rendered compulsory by Act of Congress. At
fist only a very small proportion of the correspon-
dence of the country was prepaid, though recommenda-
tios were given to postmasters to the effect that,
“ 1st, the prepayment of letters by stamps saves time
and trouble to all offices both in the mailing and delivery
of letters. 2nd, if you supply your neighbourhood in
the manner stated, an increased proportion of letters
will come to you prepaid to be mailed, and your
commissions will be correspondingly augmented.”

The Five Cents stamp was printed in brown
on a bluish paper. The design includes a three-
quarters face portrait of Benjamin Franklin, Post-
master-General, from a painting by John B. Longacre.
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The portrait is enclosed in an oval disc. This
surrounded by a wreath of leaves, and following the
curves of the oval, above and below, are the inscriptions,
“ POST OFFICE” and “ FIVE CENTS” respectively. In
the top corners are the letters "u.S., and in each of
the bottom angles is a large figure “ 5.

The Ten Cents stamp, printed m black, bore,
appropriately enough, the portrait of the hero of the
republic and its first president, George Woashington,
facing three-quarters to the right. The portrait, which
is from Gilbert Stuart’s painting, is enclosed in a frame
similar to that of the five cents stamp, but the value
is expressed in Roman figures in the lower corners,
thus X —X.

Both of these stamps were demonetised on June 30,
1831, an instruction being sent during that month to
postmasters to say that they were not to be recognised
in use after that date.

The dies and plates of both values were destroyed
on December 12, 1851.

Official Imitations.



ISSUE OF 1847. 19

Official imitations, wrongly described as official
reprints, were made in March, 1875, long after the
original dies and plates had been defaced. The
designs were closely copied, but the reprints can be
readily distinguished by the shirt frill on the five
cents, just above the letter | of FIVE, which is more
hollowed out and pointed than in the original ; and
in the imitation ten cents the white collar is so heavily
shaded it is scarcely distinguishable from the collar
of the coat. On the original the white collar is very
distinct from the coat collar.
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Issues of 1851-1860.

Y an Act of Congress approved March 3, 1851,
the rates of postage were reduced, and rendered
necessary a more comprehensive series of postal
labels, the authority to prepare which was con-

veyed to the Postmaster-General by the same Act.

Inland letters being conveyed distances not exceeding
3000 miles were charged three cents per & oz. if
prepaid, and five cents if the postage were to be
collected on delivery. For distances over 3000 miles
(inland), the rates were doubled,v

The rates abroad were, under 2,500 miles, ten cents
per i oz., over that limit 25 cents, except in cases
where (as with Great Britain, for instance) the rates
of inter-postal communication had been established by
treaty.

Drop letters, i.e., letters left at a post office for
local delivery only, were charged one cent each, and
printed matter was subject to a rate of one cent per
ounce, for distances of 500 miles, and an extra rate
for every additional 1000 miles (or part thereof).

'The minimum rate for letters, etc., conveyed over 3000 miles

was increased by Act of Congress, approved March 3, 1855, to ten
cents per 4 oz.



ISSUES OF 1831-1860. 2

Two subsequent Acts (approved March 3, 1853,
and January 2, 1837) made prepayment of postage
obligatory.

To provide postal labels for the use of the public
availing themselves of these reductions m tariff, stamps
of several new denominations were required, and the
Postmaster-General entered into a new contract, this
time with Messrs. Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co.,
of Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and Cincinnati, to
provide a set of stamps superior in quality and at a
lower cost than the 1847 stamps.

The stamps were printed in plates composed of two
panes of one hundred stamps, with a dividing line
between, which marked where the sheets were to be
cut into * post office sheets ” of 100 stamps each.

The one cent, three, and twelve cents stamps were
issued imperforate on July 1, 1831. The ten cents
value followed on May 4, 1855, and the five cents on
January 5, 1856, these also being imperforate.

in 1857 the method of perforating the sheets for
facility in separation was adopted, and the one cent,
three, five, ten, and twelve cents stamps were issued
perforated in February of that year. The gauge of
the perforation is 15.

Later, in 1860, three new values of stamps were
added, and these appeared perforated from the first,
though copies are known without this feature, they
having probably missed the perforating machine, or
they may have been simply imperforate proofs.

These new values were the twenty-four cents (that
being the then J oz. rate to Great Britain), thirty cents
(the rate to Germany), and the ninety cents for use on
bulky packages.

B
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To explain the varieties of type in this issue it will
be as well to state that in preparing the picture for
printing, the stamp design is first engraved on a block
of soft steel, which is afterwards hardened, and the
design on it is impressed by powerful machinery into
a broad-edged roller of soft steel, known as the transfer
roll.  This in its turn is hardened and used in impress-
ing the design as many times as is required on the plate,
which is at first soft steel to receive the impression, and
is hardened before it is ready for use. [bor an extended
description of the process, illustrated with photographs
and diagrams of the die, transfer roll and plate, see
Great Britain : Line Engraved Stamps. No. 1 of the
Melville Stamp Books.]

Minor varieties of type are often the result o
insufficient rocking or pressure of the transfer roll on
the plate, and the consequent omission of one or more
of the finer lines of the design. As the transfer ral
was rocked vertically the omission generally occurs a
the top or bottom of the design. Sometimes the roller
is applied a trifle out of register and after being corrected
leaves a slight trace of the first impression. This causes
the variety styled a double transfer.

The more important varieties, and those which will
be included as types here, are those which have been
effected on the die or on the transfer roll. Transfer
rolls are made from the original die as often as required,
and occasionally slight alterations are made in the design
on the transfer roll before it is transferred to the plate.
Such varieties of type are worthy of note by the
collector of the stamps of the United States, though
even these may be overlooked by the general collector.
Other varieties, where of sufficient interest, will be
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noted in passing, and will be identified in the check list
at the end by their distinguishing feature.

The One Cent stamp is
printed in deep blue, and shows
a profile bust of Franklin in an
oval, the wupper and lower
curves of which are bounded
by panels of colour bearing the
inscription, “ u.s. postage”
(@bove), and “ ONE CENT”
(below). The design is squared
up by an ornamental scroll
work.

le. Type IL
There are two main types of the One Cent
stamp.
Type I. The ornale scrolls under the lower panel, which

bears the inscription “ ONE CENT" are turned under, form-
ing bille balls.

Type 2. The scrolls are not turned under.

Both types were issued in the imperiorate and the perforated
series.

Minor Varieties, insufficient rocking of the transfer
roller has produced a variety with the centre of the outer curve
broken either above the U.S. POSTAGE tablet or below the
ONE CENT tablet. In some cases both curves are broken on

same stamp. The following illustration shows the regular
types | and 2, and the third figure has the broken curve at

p and bottom. A further variety is produced by the re-
+ uting by band of the broken lines.
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The Three Cents stamp is printed m a brown-red
colour, and the central feature of the design is a
representation of Houdon’s profile bust of Washington,
turned to left, and contained in an oval bordered by a
colourless line. Two straight tablets cross the stamp at
the extreme top and bottom with the inscriptions, * US.
POSTAGE ” and “ THREE CENTS.” The space between
the oval and the tablets is filled up with a minutely-
engraved chainwork terminating in the four corners in
rosettes. A thin straight line of colour encloses the
complete design.
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3c. TYPEILI 3c. TYPE IL

TYPES. Type 1—A thin outer line of colour extends
all round the stamp.

Type 2. The line has been removed at top and bottom,
though it remains at the sides. This removal was effected to
allow for the perforating.

The Five Cents stamp, printed in brown, was not
issued until January 5, 1856. It shows a three-quarter
face portrait of Jefferson from Stuart’s painting, enclosed
inan oval by a colourless line. The oval is in its turn
enclosed in an upright oblong frame of minute engine-
turned engraving with rounded corners and indented
sides, with the usual inscription in waved lines above
and below the portrait oval, viz., “ US. POSTAGE'
(above), and “ five cents ” (below).
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5c. Type 1 5c. Type il 5¢c. Type n.

TYPES. Type 1.—There are projections on all four sides.

Type 2,- The projections at top and bottom are not s
pronounced, having been partly cut away.

Type 3, - Projections at top and bottom have been entirely
cut away, levelling the horizontal sides of the frame.

The Ten Cents was issued on May 4, 1855, ina
dark green colour. Its portrait is from Stuart’s painting
of Washington in an oval similar to the last, but ona
curved band formed round the upper half of the ova
are thirteen colourless stars, above which the inscription
" US. POSTAGE " links two figures “ X ” in enscrolled
shields. Below the portrait oval is a curved band with
the words, “ ten cents." The design is squared up
with ornamental scroll work.
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I0c. Type I I0c. Type IL
TYPES. Type 1.—With the ornamental scrolls at the
sides lull and complete.
7ype 2.—W.ith the side scrolls partly cut away.

Minor Varieties. Our diagram of type 2 shows a
further variety in the broken curve, which may be found both
with the full side scrolls and with the side scrolls partly cut
away. In the imperforate stamps of both types one sometimes
finds the curve re-cut, as in the similar variety of the one cent
stamp. The re-cut curve variety is not known in type 2 of
the perforated stamps.

Ibe Twelve Cents, issued along with the one cent
and three cents stamps in 1851, is printed in black,
an't bears the same portrait of Washington as the
ten cents stamp just described. A band formed round
jin upper curve of the oval bears the inscription,
11 x POSTAGE,” while another below bears the value

. ELVE CENTS.” Outside is a chainwork engraving
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with rosettes similar to that on the three cents stamp,
save that in the latter case the chainwork was within
instead of outside the inscribed space.

The Twenty-four Cents stamp, which is in a dark
lilac colour, shows Stuart's painting of Washington
tdnjed to the right, enclosed in an oval band of colour
bearing the words, * US. POSTAGE, TWENTY-FOUR
CENTS,” the two inscriptions being separated by small
white and colour ornaments. The whole is enclosed
in an engine-turned frame with rounded corners, and
more pronounced indentations and curves than the
five cents stamp.

The Thirty Cents stamp is of an orange colour,
and has a representation in an oval of a profile bust
of Franklin, turned to leftt A panel above the oval
has the words, “ U.S. POSTAGE,” while another panel
below bears the white figures “ 30." Two scrolls,
one on each side of the oval, bear the value in words,
“thirty" and “cents.” Each of the four corners of
the design is occupied by a United States shield, and
these are connected by ornamental scroll work.
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The Ninety Cents, blue in colour, shows Washington
after Trumbull’s painting of the hero of the republic
in general’s uniform. It is three-quarters face, and
tuned to left. This is in an arched frame with
perpendicular sides. A curved band at the top has
the inscription, “ U.S. POSTAGE,” and a straight panel
below has the value “ NINETY CENTS.” A slight
ornamental scroll design runs all round the stamp.

Reprints of the perforated senes were made officially
in 1875, but the perforation gauges 12 in the reprints
instead of 15 as in the originals.
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Issues of 1861-1866.

IVIL war and an advantageous change in the
Government contract for postage stamps were
responsible for the next change in the stamps
of the United States. Mr. Tiffany quotes

from the Postmaster-General’s report, dated December
2, 1861 —

“ The conlract lor the manufacture of postage stamps having
expired on the I0th of June, 1861, a new one was entered
into with the National Bank Note Company of New York,
upon terms very advantageous to the Department, from which
there will result an annual saving of more than thirty per cent,
in the cost of the stamps. In order to prevent the fraudulent
use of the large quantity of stamps remaining unaccounted for,
in the hands of postmasters in the disloyal States, it wes
deemed advisable to change the design and the colour ol those
manufactured under the new contract, and also to modify the
design of the stamp upon the stamped envelope, and to
substitute as soon as possible the new for the old issues. It
was the design of the Department ihat the distribution of the
new stamps and envelopes should commence on the first d
August, but, from unavoidable delays, that of the latter did
not lake place until the 15th of that month.................... Those
of the old issue have been exchanged and superseded. The
old stamps on band, and such as were received by exchange,
at the larger offices, have been to a great extent counted and
destroyed, and those at the smaller offices returned to the
Department,”
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At first the same values were repeated, bearing
the same portraits, though in some cases modified.
The frames of all were, however, completely
altered.

A new rate for drop letters of two cents, authorised
by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, raised a demand
for a two cents stamp, which was issued four months
later on July 1. In 1866 a registration fee of fifteen
cents was also introduced, and brought about the issue
of a stamp of that denomination.

All the stamps were printed by the National Bank
Note Company in sheets of two hundred, divisible
into two post office sheets.

The stamps as first prepared and issued on August
14 (?), 1861, admitted of various artistic improvements,
but as the need for the stamps was too urgent to wait
until the alterations had been effected, the series com-
prising eight values was issued as first engraved. These
are styled premieres gravures. And as rapidly as
possible the engraving of new and improved plates for
six of the stamps, viz., the one cent, three, five, ten,
twelve and ninety cents values was proceeded with.
The result was that a further issue consisting of stamps
of the second types was made in September of the same
year.

1  he stamps of the two senes being so similar in
desien, and being issued almost concurrently, they will
be best described together, with notes and illustrations
to show the differences between the premiéres gravures
and second types. The small illustrations of the stamps
given in the text are the second types, which are most
commonly met with, the diagrams shewing the differences
beu een the two types. The enlarged photographs in
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this chapter show the premiéres gravures and the
second types side by side so that the reader may become
familiar with the distinctions illustrated in the diagrams.

The One Cent, dark blue, hes
a portrait of Franklin, turned to
right, on an oval of engine-turned
engraving, surrounded by a chain-
work border reaching the ex-
tremity of the design on all sides.
On this border, following the
oval curvature, are the inscrip-
tions, above, “ U.S. POSTAGE,
and below, “ ONE CENT.” The
corners are rounded off with
scroll work tablets, containing at

top the numerals “ 1” and “ 1” and at the bottom
the letters “ L'” and “ s.”
The difference between the types of this value is

minute.

Type L

Type If.

In type Il. a dash has been added under the tip
of the ornament at the right of the numeral, in the
left hand upper corner, just above the letter P of

“ POSTAGE.™*



Premiére Gravure.



Second Type,



Premiere Gravare.



Second T ype.
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The Two Cents, grey-black,

was not issued until July 1,

1863. but it was added to the

present senes ; thus it is included

here in the order of its face

value. It shows a full-face

portrait of Andrew Jackson,

said to be after Dodge, cover-

ing nearly the whole of the

stamp, and producing a some-

what remarkable effect. There

is barely room for squaring the

oval design up with a band inscribed “ u.s. POSTAGE ”
above, while the wvalue in words is placed on the
lower side curves of the oval “Two” (left) and
“CENTS” (right), Arabic numerals with scroll work
fill the upper corners, while the lower ones contain
the initials “ U™ and “ s ” respectively.

This stamp being issued long after the majority of
the stamps in this senes, did not come in for any of
the alterations, though it could doubtless have been
much improved.

A variety of this stamp may be found printed on
a brownish safety paper, which has been treated
chemically with a patent process invented by Dr.
S. W. Francis (ca. 1865). Copies were cancelled
with an acid applied with a sponge, and the acid gives
the paper a bluish colour.
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The Three Cents, ros
being the value most in use
bore a portrait bust of Wash-
ington, on an uneven oblong
panel of finely-engraved lines,
surrounded by a frame d
lighter lines. At the top is
the inscription, 'U.S. POSTAGE,
in two lines, and below “ THREE
CENTS," also in two lines. The
upper corners of the frame
have large numerals “ 3, and

the lower corners the letters, “u” and “S." A
heavy waved line runs all round the design, but
there is a slight scroll ornamentation outside. The
whole gave a very unfinished appearance to the stamp
at first, and it was greatly improved in the issue of
September.

Type | Type ii.

Type Il. can be readily distinguished by the finishing
off of the corners with additional scroll work ending in
a small ball at each corner.

The Three Cents, pink, and the Three Cents, scarlet,
are important colour varieties to be noted. Both of
these colours are known of type Il. and are of a con-
siderable degree of rarity. A number of the 3 cents
rose stamps, type Il., were printed on Dr. Francis
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Second Type.



Premiére Gnivurc.

A



Second 1 ype.
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patent paper, and appear to bave been put to a
practical test at Newport, Rhode bland.
The Five Cents, brown, has a
portrait of Jefferson in an oval
enclosed by a clean white line
surrounded by an irregular shaped
frame of interlaced lines, and
bearing above the oval a waved
inscription, “ U.S. POSTAGE," and
below, following the curve of the
oval, the words, “ FIVE CENTS."
The corners within the frame
have figures “ 5’ at top, and the
“u” and “s” at the bottom. As in the case of
the three cents stamp just described, there Is a slight
ornamentation outside, but the irregular shape of the
frame leaves an unfinished appearance.

Type L Type I

Type Il. The alteration in this value consisted of
the adding of a leaflet to the ornamentation in each
corner, giving the design a more complete and finished
appearance.

1he premiére gravure of this value was printed in
orange-brown ; the second type was at first issued in
buff, the rare shade of which is “ mustard”; in 1862
the olour was changed to brown, which varies greatly
mshade, chestnut being the scarce vanety.
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The Ten Cents, green,
shows the portrait of W ash-
ington on an irregularly
formed oval disc. This is
bordered by four narrow
bands, the top one bearing
the words, * U.S. POSTAGE,”
the bottom one “TEN
CENTS,” and each of the
side ones has four white
stars. Five stars also
appear at the top of the

stamp, above the inscription. Enscrolled ornaments
angles bear the figures " 10,” and
similar ornaments in the lower angles have the letters

in the upper

1] Uu and ] S.”

Type

Type Ii.

In type Il. a heavy line of colour has been added
below the five stars, and an outer line has been added
to the scroll ornaments above the five stars.



Premiere Grawvure.



Second Type.



Premiere Gravure.



Second Type,
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The Twelve Cents, black,
also has a portrait of Washington,
in an oval, surrounded by a
minutely engraved network frame
of fine lines extending to the
border of the stamp. The words,
“U. S. POSTAGE,” follow the
upper curve of the oval, and the
words, “ twelve cents,” form
a waved inscription below. The
figures “ 12" appear in both the
upper corners, and the letters “u” and " s” respectively
are in the two lower corners. A serrated line goes all
round the design, and the rounded corners give the
stamp a very unfinished appearance.

Type I Type Il

In type Il. at the four corners oval and scroll
ornaments have been added, filling out the whole
design into a rectangular shape.

The kifteen Cents, black, as
in the case of the two cents
stamp, was issued long after
the other values, being required
for the purposes of a registra-
tion fee authorised in 1866.
It shows a portrait of Abraham
Lincon m an oval with a
ligh'ly striped white border.
A waved band above contains
the words, “ U.S. POSTAGE,"
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and a curved band below the words, “ FIFTEEN
CENTS." Scroll ornaments enclose the figures * 15"
in the upper angles, and similar ornaments below
enclose the letters “ U” and “ s” in opposite corners.
The sides are filled in with Roman fasces.

No alterations were made in this stamp, as it was
not issued till April 15, 1866.

The Twenty-four Cents,
lilac, bears a small three-
quarters face portrait of
Washington turned to right,
in a fancy shaped frame,
officially described as “ir-
regularly hexagonal." On the
frame are the inscriptions,
“Uu.s. POSTAGE” above the
portrait, and “ TWENTY-FOUR
CENTS” below. The figures
“ 247" appear in the upper angles in enscrolled oval
tablets, and the letters “U” and “S” each on a star
ornament appear in the lower corners.

No alteration was made in this design, though the
later issue (which appeared October 8, 1861) is
distinguishable by its colour, which is slate, whereas
the premiere gravure was in violet. In 1862 the colour
was changed to lilac.
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The Thirty Cents, orange,
shows a profile of Franklin
turned to left on a circular disc.

A band follows the upper

segment, with the inscription,

“u.s. POSTAGE,” and another

below has the value “ THIRTY

CENTS.” A scroll work orna-

mentation goes all round the

stamp, terminating in little

ornamental tablets, bearing (in

the upper corners) the figures “ 30,” and in the
lower angles the letters, “u” and “S.”

This stamp was not altered, but the colour of the
second (September, 1861) printing is much lighter than
that of the first printing, being a pale orange.

The Ninety Cents, blue, shows
a reproduction of Trumbull’s
painting of General Washington
facing the left, in an oval bordered
by a broad band ending in a
point at the extreme top of the
stamp. This bears the inscription,

”90 NINETY CENTS—90,” and

a waved band intersects it at the

top with the inscription, * U.S.

POSTAGE.” The base of the oval

is decorated with foliage, and the lower angles contain
the letters, “n ” and “ S.”
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painting of General Washington
facing the left, in an oval bordered
by a broad band ending in a
point at the extreme top of the
stamp. This bears the inscription,

“90—NINETY CENTS—90,” and

a waved band intersects it at the

top with the inscription, “ u.s.
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is decorated with foliage, and the lower angles contain
the letters, “ n” and “s.”
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Type 1. Type il

In type 1l. a senes of short lines has been cut
between the two outer lines of the ribbon, which
meet in a point above the band, bearing the inscription,
“u.s. POSTAGE.” A sharp point of colour has also
been added at the apex of the inner lines.

Reprints of these stamps were made in 1875, and
were available for postage. All the reprints were
from plates of the second or September types ; the
colours have a fresher appearance, and the paper is
whiter than in the case of the originals.



Chapter 1V.

Istie of 1867-1869. Embossed with Grille.

s in the case of Great Britain, the authorities

A were confronted with the danger of stamps

being used more than once by unscrupulous

persons who had discovered methods of

cleaning off the postmarks or other cancellations.

Instead of adopting a fugitive ink or paper which had

a fugitive coating applied, the Postmaster-General

adopted a system of embossing the paper by means
of a grille.

d he object of this embossing was to break the fibres
of the paper so that when the postmark was applied
the ink would penetrate right into the paper and render
it impervious to cleaning. The grille system was in-
vented and patented by Mr. Chas. F. Steel, of
Brooklyn, New York, and the stamps were embossed
in this manner after they were printed and gummed.
1 hen they were perforated and the surface of the
paper subjected to hydraulic pressure, which while
leaving the breaks in the paper, smoothed out the
surface of it.
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Mr. J. N. Luff thus describes the grille process :

The grille is produced by a roller and not, as is generally
supposed, by a plate. To make this roller, a cylinder of soft
steel is placed in a turning lathe and a knurl pressed firmly
against it. A knurl, it may be explained, is a small steel
wheel which is fitted in a clamp and has its rim covered with
small pyramidal bosses. As the cylinder slowly revolves in
the lathe the bosses of the knurl are forced into it and produce
on its surface similar protuberances and depressions. When
finished the entire surface of the roller is covered with tiny
pyramids which form a continuous spiral around it. If while
in this shape, it is applied to stamps, the variety known as
“ grilled all over" will result. If, however, it is desired to
produce the small rectangular grills, it is only necessary to
plane off a sufficient number of rows of points, in vertical and
horizontal bands.

When in use the roller rests on a bed of sheet lead into
which its points press corresponding depressions. When a
sheet of stamps is laid upon this bed and passed beneath the
roller the paper is forced into the depressions and embossing is
produced.

The stamps of the previous series were first em-
bossed and issued in this manner about August 8,
1867. At first the grille covered the whole stamp,
but this so weakened the paper that the perforations
did not act, and the stamps tore in the course of use.
So a smaller grille was used, the size of which was
18 by 15mm. This was gradually reduced to !3 by
16mm., 12 by 14mm., 11 by 13mm., and lastly to
9 by 13mm.

o some extent the varieties of the grille are caused
by the wearing of the bosses at the edges causing the
operator to remove a row or more of defective
bosses whenever be noticed that they were not acting
efficiently. Only the advanced specialist need therefore
pay any attention to more than one variety of grille,



ISSUE OF 1867-1869. 49

though we have given a check list of the chief varieties
jn Chapter VII. The stamps with the large grille
are scarce, the small variety measuring 9 by 13mm.
being the one most commonly found. In this issue the
grilles are very clear and well defined having probably
been applied to one sheet at a time. In later issues
where several sheets have received the embossing at
one operation some of the sheets show it very faintly.

The precise dates on which the stamps of the issue
under consideration were issued with the various grilles
are not known, but the three cents, rose, appeared
about August 8, 1867, and the remainder up to the
twelve cents had appeared before May, 1868. The
twenty-four and thirty cents appeared later in the same
year, and the ninety cents was thus issued about the
beginning of 1869,



Chapter V.

Issue of 18609.

CIRCULAR to postmasters, dated March |,
A 1869, announced the approaching issue of

a new senes of stamps, an issue which is

of the greatest interest, inasmuch as it was
the forerunner of all the numerous issues of beautiful
pictorial stamps hailing from nearly every country
which boasts a regular postal service.

The series was composed of ten stamps smaller m
size than the previous issues, and almost square in
shape. They bore, for the most part, historical
pictures, and the lower values were expressly repre-
sentative of the progress of postal communication in
the country.

They were engraved and manufactured by the
National Bank Note Company, of New York, a firm
which held the patent rights over the “ grille " process,
and all the specimens were embossed with the grille.
The grille on this series usually measures 9 by 91.mm,
varying to 9 by 9mm., 8’ by 9mm., and 10 by 12mm.
The plates for the low values were constructed to
print three hundred stamps at one impression, divisible
into two post office sheets of one hundred and fifty
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stamps each. The higher values were printed from
plates of one hundred stamps each.

The stamps were ready for issue in March, but it
is not certain that any were used before the end of
that month or the beginning of April. All the stamps
were in use by May.

The stamps were received by the public and by the
press with the most manifest disapproval. Mr. Tiffany
quotes from various contemporary journals the com-
plaints and the indignation which the issue (one on
which stamp collectors are almost unanimous in their
admiration for) aroused in use. Perhaps the most
damaging objections were that the gum used was of
a poor quality, and one can sympathise with the writer
in the New Yorit Tribune, who said, “ One can be
amused, or become indignant, in watching people who
buy stamps demanding a little mucilage from the clerk
in order to fasten the stamp on their envelope.”

1  he One Cent, ochre, shows a profile after the bust
by Cerrachi, of Franklin, appropriate as the first
Colonial Postmaster-General, and the first of the
United States. The portrait is in a circle bordered
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by a circlet of pearls. A tablet round the upper
segment of the circlet has the words, * U.S. POSTAGE,"
The words, “one” and ‘“CENT, appear on curved
tablets below the portrait, and are separated by a small
panel bearing the numeral “ 1.”

The Two Cents, brown, shows a mounted post
rider turned leftwards, with the word “ postage”
above on a fringed curtain, and above that, in small
capitals, the name “ UNITED STATES.” The value
is expressed below the picture in words and a numeral
on scroll work :—* TWO 2 CENTS.” The whole
design is enclosed by ornamental scrolls.

The Three Cents, blue, shows a locomotive turned
to right, illustrating a modern feature in post office
development, though the New York Herald sarcasti-
cally explains that it was to show how Congressmen
made money. The picture is enframed by a scroll
design, except at the top, which is closed in by a
tablet of colour, with the word “ POSTAGE” in white
letters. A scroll at the top of the stamp bears the
name “ UNITED STATES," and the value is given below
the picture in words and a numeral—* THREE 3
CENTS.”
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The Six Cents, blue, which takes the place of a
live cents stamp in this issue, shows Stuart’s painting
of the first President, Washington, facing the left in
a circle enclosed in a square frame. The top band
of the outer square bears the word “ POSTAGE,” the
bottom band “ SIX 6 CENTS,” and the side bands each
have the inscription “ UNITED STATES.” The upper
angles contain the initials “ U.S.”

The Ten Cents, orange, has for its central design
the American eagle perched on the shield of the
United States. T he shield bears the inscription,
“united STATES POSTAGE 10,” and is intersected
by a scroll band with the words “ ten cents.” A
semicircle of thirteen stars, broken by the wings of the
eagle, surmounts the whole design.

The Twelve Cents, green, shows an ocean steamer
turned to left. A panel above contains the words

UNITED STATES POSTAGE” in two lines, and
two panels below> divided by the large numerals
” 12" bear the words, “ twelve" and “ CENTS.
Scroll work completes the rectangular form of the
design.

D
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The Fifteen Cents, blue and brown, shows an
historical picture from the painting by Vanderlyn at
the Capitol in Washington, representing the Landing
of Columbus. The picture is printed in Prussian
blue, while the frame, with the letters “ u.s." in
Gothic capitals and “ POSTAGE' in Roman capitals
at top, and the value “ FIFTEEN CENTS” and the
figures * 15" below, is printed in the brown colour.

TYPES. There are Iwo types of this stamp. In type I
the picture is immediately enclosed in a border of three

lines, lhe middle one being a thick one. Under the letter T
of “ POSTAGE this forms a small diamond shaped ornament.

In Type Il. these lines and the diamond ornament are
omitted.

Type |I. is generally described as “ with picture framed,
and type Il. as “ without frame."

The Twenty-four Cents, purple and green, shows
a small reproduction of another of the paintings in
the Capitol, Trumbull s conception of the signing of
“ The Declaration of Independence.” This is printed
in purple lake. The frame, which is printed in light
green, has a border of pearls, nearest to the picture,
and a rectangular design of scroll work with the
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initials “ US.” in the top angles, and the word
"*POSTAGE ” between, and on the lower part of the
frame a long waved band with the words, “ TWENTY-
FOUR CENTS," surmounting a tablet with the figures
“24."

The Thirty Cents, carmine and blue, is similar in
design to the ten cents stamp, but the shield is
supported on the sides by American flags, and the
inscriptions of value are altered to "THIRTY CENTS*
and “ 30. The eagle and shield are in the carmine
colour, and the rest of the design in blue.

The Ninety Cents, black and
carmine, has a portrait, facing
to right, of Lincoln, taken from
a photograph. This is printed
in  black. The surrounding
scroll and floral ornamented
frame is in carmine, and bears
the inscription, “ U.S. POSTAGE,”
on a curved band at top, and
two scrolls below bearing the
value in words, " ninety” and
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“ CENTS." The top angles contain the figures “ 90"
and the bottom angles contain OIld English capitais,
“U and “S.”

Three of the bi-coloured stamps of the series are
to be found with inverted centres, owing to errors
on the plate or errors of printing. These are the
fifteen, twenty-four, and thirty cents stamps. It has
been said that similar copies of the ninety cents have
existed, but none are now known.

Several of the stamps exist also without the
embossing, probably an accidental omission, and such
varieties are rare.

All the stamps of this series were reprinted in 1875
on whiter paper and with whiter gum than the originals.
All the reprints were issued without grille, and were
available for postage. The one cent stamp was agam
reprinted by the American Bank Note Company on a
soft porous paper in 1880.



Centres inverted.

Flags inverted.
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Check List.
1847.—

uGcusT 5. Greyish-blue wove paper. Imper-
A forate.

5 cents brown. (Franklin.)
Shades.
Yellowish-white wove paper.
Greyish pelure paper.
Lilac-grey laid paper.
Half used as 21 cents.

10 cents black. (Washington.)
Shades.
Yellowish-white wove paper.
Greyish pelure paper.
Lilac-grey laid paper.
Half used as 5 cents.
Double transfer.
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1831-56.—\White wove paper. Imperforate.

t cent blue. (Franklin.)
Types L. Il
Shades.
Broken curves.
Curves re-cut.
Double transfer, (Type I1.)

3 cents dull red. (Washington.)
Type I
Shades.
Double transfer.
Half used as “ | cent."

5 cents red-brown.  (Jefferson.)

Type 1
Shades.

10 cents green. (Washington.)
Types I, Il
Shades.

Broken curve at bottom or top.
Curves re-cut.

Half used as “ 5 cents."

I 2 cents grey-black. (Washington.)
Intense black.
Half used as 6 cents.
Impression on reverse.
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1857-60.—White wove paper. The same des
with three new values added, and all perforated 15

I cent blue.
Types I., 11
Shades.
Broken curves.
Curves re-cut.
Double transfer.
Double perforation. (Type II.)
3 cents rose.
Types I, I
Shades,
Double frame lines.
Double transfer. (Type I1.)
Imperforate horizontally. (Type 1)
Imperforate vertically. (Type i.)
Laid paper. (Type Il.)
5 cents red-brown.
Types L. 1L, 1.
Shades.
10 cents dark green.
Types 1., Il
Shades.
Broken curve at bottom or top.
Curves re-cut.
12 cents grey-black.

Green-black, deep black.
24 cents lilac. (Washington).
Shades.
Imperforate.
30 cents orange. (Franklin.)
Shades.
Imperforate.
90 cents blue. (Washington.)

Shades.
Imperforate.
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1861 (August).—Thin yellowish-white wove paper.
(First types). Perforated 12.
I cent indigo. (Franklin.)

3 cents lake. (Washington.)
Imperforate.

5 cents orange-brown. (Jefferson.)
10 cents dark green. (Washington.)
12 cents black. (Washington.)

24 cents violet. (Washington.)

30 cents red-orange. (Franklin.)

90 cents dull blue. (Washington.)

Imperforate.
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1861-2. (September, 1861).— White wove paper.
Re-engraved (second types). Perforated 12
1 cent blue.
Shades.
Laid paper.
3 cents rose.
3¢ pink.
3c scarlet.
Shades,
Laid paper.
Imperforate.
On brown safety paper,
impression on the reverse.
Double perforation.

3 cents buff.

5 cents brown (1862).
5¢ mustard.
5¢ chestnut.
Shades.
Imperforate horizontally.
Laid paper.
Double perforation.
10 cents yellow-green.
Shades.
Double perforation.
12 cents black.
Grey-black.

24 cents slate.

24 cents lilac (1862).

Shades.
Impression on reverse.

30 cents orange.

Shades.
Imperforate.

90 cents blue.
Shades.



CHECK LIST. 67
1863 —White wove paper. Perforated 12,

2 cents black. (Jackson.)
Shades. .
Half used as 1 cent.
Imperforate vertically.
Laid paper.
Brown safety paper.
1866,- White wove paper. Perforated 12.
i3 cents black. (Lincoln.)
Grey-black.
1867-69,—The same but embossed with grille.
VARIETIES OP GRILLE (a) covering entire stamp ; (b)
measuring 18 by 13mm. ; (¢) 13 by 16mm. ; (d) 12 by Idmm. ;
(e) 11 by 13mm. ; (f) 9 by 13mm.
1 cent blue. (Franklin.)
Grilles a, etf.
2 cents black. (Jackson.)
Grilles d, e. 1.
Half used as | cent (grille e).
3 cents red. (Washington.)
Crilles a, b, c, d, e, f.
Imperforate, with grilles a, c, f.
Imperforate horizontally, with grille f.
3 cents brown. (Jefferson.)
Crilles a, e, f.
10 cents yellow-green. (Washington.)
Grilles e» f.
12 cents black. (Washington.)
Grilles e, f.
I'5 cents black. (Lincoln.)
Crilles e, f.
24 cents grey-lilac. (Washington.)
Grille f.
30 cents orange. (Franklin.)
Grilles a, f.
90 cents blue. (Washington.)
Grille f. '



68 UNITED STATES.

1869,—White wove paper. Embossed with grille.
Perforated 12.

[NOTE.—The variations in the grilles are minute, normally measuring
9 by Cjmm. ; all values may be found with 9 by 9mm
the 10c and 12c with 8) by 9mm., and the 15c, type 1
with 10 by 12mm.].

1 cent buff. (Franklin.)
Shades.
Without grille.

2 cents brown. (Horseman.)
Shades.
Without grille.
Half used as 1 cent.

3 cents blue. (Locomotive.)
Shades.
Without grille.
Two-thirds used as 2 cents.

6 cents blue. (Washington.)

Shades.
10 cents yellow. (Coat of Arms.)
Shades.
12 cents green. (Steamship.)
Shades.
13 cents brown and blue. (Landing of Columbus.)
Types I., 11
Shades.

Without grille.  (Type 11)
Centre inverted. (Type I.)
24 cents green and violet.  (Declaration of
Independence.)
Without grille.
Centre inverted.
30 cents blue and carmine. (Coat of Arms.)
Without grille.
Flags inverted.
90 cents black and carmine. (Lincoln.)
Without grille.



ANNOUNCEMENTS.

No. I Now on Sale. Price, 6d ; post free, 7-Id.

Great Britain: Line-Engraved Stanys.

“ PLAIN Anchor,” the well-known specialist in these
Stamps, says : " It is by far the most clear, concise, well-illustrated,
and well-got-up work on the subject that | know of, and truly
wonderful with nearly fifty illustrations for sixpence."

No. 2 Now on Sale. Price, 6d ; post free, 7jd.

British Central Africa
and British Nyasaland.

Fully illustrated.
No. 4, In the Press, Price, 6d; post free, 7 d.

Gambia.

lustrated with a number of Complete Sheets.

Subscription Orders for the first series of eight
books (4/2 post free) should be booked at once.
Single copies, 6d net ; 7Kd post free. Adver-
tisement Rates on application to Ifie Publishers,
47, Strand, W.C.



The Melville Stamp Books Can be had from
the Publishers at 47, Strand, or at the same price
from the following Philatelic Societies and Dealers —
B, B. KIRBY (Hon. Librarian, Junior Philatelic
Society), 74 Alleyn Road, Dulwich, London, S.E.
H. H. HarLAND (for the Croydon Philatelic
Society), Lindaié, Parsons Mead, Croydon,
H. F.lonhnson, 44, Fleet Street, London, E.C.
J. W. JONES, 444, Strand, London, W.C.
Chas. Nissen & Co., 7, Southampton Row,
London, W.C.
Victor M arsh, 389, Brixton Road,
London, S.W.
The New England Stamp Co. 12, Brom-
field Street, Boston, Mass., U.S.A.
Harry L. Perkins, Box 176, Hartford,
Conn.,, U.S.A,
Henry J. Dicke (for the New York Stamp
Society), 544, East 89th St., New York, U.S.A.
Century Stamp Co. P.O. Box 197,
Montreal, Canada.

Special terms are quoted to Philatelic Societies and
to the Trade for these books, with right of inclusion to
the above list in forthcoming issues. For full particulars
apply to the Publishers, 47, Strand, London, W.C.
Advertisement rates quoted on application to the
same address.



Speciality :
NEW ISSUES.

(See next page.)

IV. [//. Peckitt,

47, STRAND, wec.

Dealer in

RARE STAMPS.

(See next page.)



NEW ISSUE SERVICE

The only satisfactory way to collect
Modern Stamps is to take them in
as they are issued. I supply all
New Issues of British Colonial
Stamps at io per cent, over face
value to clients of my New Issue
Service. Complete Distributions.
Simple Accounts. Write for Ex-

planatory Circular.

RARE STAMPS BOUGHT

I am always open to receive Offers
of Rare Stamps or Collections, but
they must be fine. Only Stamps
in the finest condition are of use
to me, and | am prepared to pay
the best prices if the Stamps are

superb.

W. H PECKITT,

47. Strand, London, w.c.

Telephone : Gerrard 3204. Cal.les: “ l'eckitt, London.



UNITED

W.

47,

UNITED

I carry as usual a very nice
stock of most of the beautiful
Stamps of the United States,
both used and unused. The
collector will find European
prices compare very favour-
ably with U.S. prices for
these Stamps. | give prompt
attention to all enquiries.
Serious collectors on both sides
of the Atlantic should write for
selections or send want lists to

STATES.

H. PECKITT,

STRAND, LONDON,

My New Issue Service is open
to collectors living in the United
States as well as in all other
countries in the Postal Union.
Now that Penny Postage is
established between the United
States and Great Britain, Ameri-
can collectors are enabled to
get their new issues of British
Colonial Stamps at 10% over
face. Full explanatory circular
sent post free to any collector
in Europe or in the

E ngland.

STATES.



Stamp Collections Register.

W e "have many collections offered to us that for one reason or
another we do not wish to purchase, and we have therefore
decided to open this “ Stamp Collections Register ” in order to
bring under the notice of our 12,000 readers of the “ Stamp
Weekly ” the different properties that may be placed in our
hands. In addition to publishing this Register in our paper, we
also issue the Register in pamphlet form and send it to a large
number of good buyers who do not subscribe to “ (7.5. W,”

The following will be the first conditions that must be agreed
to when we enter a collection upon this Register :—
1, —The owner in all cases to fix the price at which his collection is
offered for sale,
2. —The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (>Et »/-) for expenses
before we enter a collection in our Register.
—The owner to pay us a commission of ten per cent, (10%) upon thc
amount at which we sell his collection.

4. —Collections should be sent to 391, Strand, London, in order that
a careful and detailed description may he written.
5. —Collections may be inspected at 391, Strand, W.C.

6. —The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.
7. —Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be
divulged. . L . .

8. —No collection will be entered in this Register at a less price than

9 Twenty Pounds.

—~Collections are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley
Gibbons, Ltd., either as to the genuineness or condition of the
stamps: but S.G., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps in
Collections on the Register at their usual terms.

10.—Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept

in the first instance, as this will ensure a quicker sale and save
correspondence.

n ,—It will greatly facilitate a sale if the owner will calculate the current

catalogue price of his stamps, and state the number of stamps in

his collection.

Do you want to purchase a really Cheap, Specialised, or General
Collection ? If so, consult our “ Stamp Collections Register
Do you want to sell your Collection, or any part of it, at the
small commission of Ten per cent. ? If so, enter it in our
“ Stamp Collections Register," and the announcement wilt he
seen by more than Twenty Thousand Collectors—a greater

publicity than you can obtain by any other means.

List of nearly Fifty Collections entered on
the Register, sent post Jree on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited,
391, STRAND, LONDON, w.c.
STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc.,, 198, Broadway, New York.



OLD STAMP CATALOGUES

Handbooks, Journals ; in fact, anything published
on stamps, stamp collecting, and postal matters,
printed in any language, especially publications
issued before 1870. Accumulations, Libraries,
Remainders bought.

If you are forming a useful or general Library,
don't fail to write me. All new English and
Roteigli-printed Works supplied.

VICTOR MARSH, ULt

389, Bkixton Road,
LONDON, SW. Eng.

PRICE LIST OF MORNS' PUBLICATIONS FREE.

T he Queen’s and H igh Cliffe Hotel,
CLIFTONVILLE, MARGATE.

HILATELISTS recognise this as an ideal Hotel for a
holiday. It occupies a grand situation in large private
grounds on the “ Queen’s Promenade,” extending to the edge
of the cliffs, with large Tennis and Croquet Lawns, also new
Rowling Green, Clock Golf Course, and Practice Putting-Green,
Over 130 sunny Rooms looking right over the sea. Handsomely
appointed Reception Rooms and spacious Lounge, Lecture and
Recreation Room. Private Orchestra ; Entertainments and
Dances frequently given ; Special Programmes at Uister,
Whitsun, and Christmas. Renowned Cuisine and Choice Wines,
Complete Installation for Electric and Chemical Baths, Treat-
ment, etc. Electric Lift and Light. Billiard and Photographers’
Dark Room, Hairdressing Saloon. Library and Reading-
Room—principal Philatelic Papers taken. Adjoining Sands,
and best Sea-Bathing. Near three Golf Links. Inclusive
Pension Terms from to,'6 per day.

Illustrated Tariff free from the Managing Director,
A. LEON ADUTT, F.R.P.S.L.



JULES BERNICHON,

4, Rue Rochambeau (Squal‘e Month0|0n),

Telephone 250-95. PAR'S, Telephone 250-95.

Member o/ the Jury at the Philatelic Exhibitions of
Geneva, 1896—Turin, ifyS—Manchester, iSgqg—La Haye, tqot—
Berlin, 1Q04—Paris, iSqg4, 1Q00—

Makes a Speciality of

RARE STAMPS, Used and U nused,

OF ALL COUNTRIES.
LARGE STOCK. Without rival in France.

F rance, singles, pairs, blocks of 4, téte-biche, essays.
F rench Colonies provisionals. Europe.
British Colonies. Holland and Colonies.
United States of America.

E nvelopes, entire. I'ost Cards and pneumatic earth.
Cut Envelopes. Russian Locals.

Official Catalogue of the Société Francaise de Timbrologie.

The most complete of all Catalogues. 2 vols., 1700 pages,
10,000 illustrations, 187,000 prices. Post Free, Frs. 5.60.

General Catalogue.
The preceding Catalogue, hut reduced to 1030 pages.
Post Free, Frs. 3.50.

SPECIAL TERMS TO THE TRADE.
PRICE LIST OF SETS IN PREPARATION.
Nearly 3000 Sets, including Russian locals.

Sent Free on Application.



E IITAVE THE FINEST STOCK OF

POSTAGE STAMPS,
STAMP ALBUMS, ana
PHILATELIC SUPPLIES

IN THE UNITED STATES.

Our Specialties :

United States.
United States Colonies.
British North A merica.

W est Indies.

PARTICULAR ATTENTION GIVEN TO
IVANT LISTS.

WHAT DO YOU NEED? TRY US!

New E ngland Stamp Co,
is, BROMFIELD STREET,

BOSTON, UsA



G ibbons’ S tamp W eekly,
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“THE MONTHLY JOURNAL.”

The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the
General Collector and Specialist.

Prepaid Subscriptions must commence with the current
number, and can be had for 3, 6, or 12 months at the following
rates, post free:—3 months. 1/8; 6 months, 3/3; 12 months, 6/6,

The last number in each month is a special number that is
edited hv Major Edward B. Evans, and which contains
Original Articles by the leading writers of the dav.

The other numbers are edited by Chas. J. Phillips.

About every either number contains an offer of a Special
Bargain to Subscribers.

Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish lo
purchase for cash.

During 1909 an important Series of Articles will appear upon

THE POSTMARKS OF

THE BRITISH ISLES
Erom 1840 to the Present Time,

compiled from Official Records by the late Mr.J. G. llkndy,
Curator of the Records Room, General Post Office (with many
hundreds of illustrations).

Arrangements have also been made for many important
Articles by the Leading Philatelists at home and abroad.

Specimen Copies sent post free on application.

New ioo-Pagr Pamphlet, containing over One Thousand
Packets and Sets of Stamps at bargain rates, anti full particulars
of Stamp Albums, Catalogues, Handbooks, and all Requisites
of the Stamp Collector sent post free on application to

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited,

391, STRAND, LONDON, w..
(Opposite Hotel Cecil).

Collectors in the United States and Canada should apply to
STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc,

198, Broadway, New York.



UNITED STATES.

You collect the POSTAGE.
Why not collect the REVENUES?

THE MOST HANDSOME AND FASCINAIING
STAMPS OF THE WORLD.

Send for a Selection and satisfy yourself. Prices range from
id upwards.

A fine-looking and representative Collection may be made
for 20/-.

TO BUYERS OF THIS BOOK.

Lwill supply 50 of these handsome Stamps, post free, for 5/-.
I am also a Buyer if you have any for Sale.
GRAND COLLECTION of these Stamps—priced by Scott
at over $350 —for Sale by private treaty. Price £2 0 net.
This includes itnperfs. and perfs., part-perf., double ports.,

etc. It is in one of Gibbons’ Oriel Albums, and the
Stamps are in splendid condition.

WILLIAM HADLOW,

12 ADAM STREET,
STRAND, LONDON, \vc



WANTED FOR CASH

REALLY LARGE and IMPORTANT
Collections of Postage Stamps. We are
THE buyers for GREAT Collections, and
ALL Collections that have been sold in
Great Britain at ,£10,000 each, and over,
HAVE BEEN PURCHASED BY US.

We are also open to purchase Really Fine Specialized
Collections, especially of the following Countries :—

Great Britain. Japan.

German States. Venezuela.
Finland. Bahamas.
Sicily. British Guiana.
France. Canada.
Sweden. Cape of Good Hope.
Argentine. Ceylon.

Buenos Ayres. Fiji.

Uruguay. Grenada.

Chili. India.
Denmark. Mauritius,
Egypt and Sudan. Natal.
Hawaiian. Trinidad, and

All Australian Stamps.

Stanley G ibbons, L imited,
391, STRAND, LONDON, w.c.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc., 198, Broadway, New York



The Oldest Established Stamp Dealer in the World.

Golden
Jubilee.

1859.

W. S. LINCOLN

Sends his Compliments to all his Friends and Clients, and
has pleasure to remind them it is his

50th ANNIVERSARY
ol starting business in Stamps, and opening a shop for their sale.

is also interesting to remember that it is the
100th ANNIVE RSARY
of the birth of
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of America.

LINCOLN POSTAGE STA MP ALBUM,
AND DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE.
Illustrated by 4500 Engravings of Stamps, and containing

Coloured Atlas of 16 Maps, will) spaces to hold over 7200
Stamps, 5/-. By Post—Great Britain, 5d extra ; Abroad,

i/- extra.

w. S. LINCOLN,

> Hollks Street, Oxford Street, LONDON



Provided,
Perforation, or Watermark are

THE BIGGER THE SET
THE BETTER THE VALUE!

of course,

that No Minor
included, and this

Varieties 0j

condition applies strictly to the following

40

EVERY STAMP DIFFERENT ANU GENUINE.

NO I)UPI
d.

Austria, .
Austrian Italy,
Austrian Levant,...
Baden,
Bavaria,
Belgium(no Parcel
Post), .2 0
Bosnia. o
Bulgaria,
Crete,
Denmark,
Eastern Roumelia,
Finland,
France,
German Empire, ...
Greece, e
Holland, ... K
Hungary,
Iceland,

\"

oo © o0

owaoowovmqnwokom

Italy, s
Luxemburg,
Monaco,
Montenegro,
Norway,
Portugal,
Prussia,
Roman States,
Romaania, ...
Russia,
San Marino,
Saxony,
Servia,
Spain (none punched
or barred),
Sweden,
Switzerland,
Turkey,
Wurtemburg,

Shade

LARGE MIXED SETS OF EUROPEAN STAMPS.

important

2 0
2 6
i o
19
in
2 9
.0 8
i 6
.26
i 6
.1 o
i 5
19
.4 9
| 8
.4 0
.4 0
16

Or the whole of above fine Collection, containing 1350 different
E uropean Stamps, offered together for only 70 /-.

The best and cheapest way to start a Collection !
Complete Set List, with nearer details of above, free on request.

Postage Extra on Orders under 5/-.

W. T. WILSON,

292,

BiRCHFiKLD R oad,

BIRMI NG HAM,

E ngland.



UNITED STATES

RE one of our strongest Specialties. We have made up a
A series of attractive selections, which we send to responsible
collectors willing to spend not less than to/- at a time. These
books have been extremely popular. Write for any you may
wish to see, not omitting a good (preferably American)
reference.

UNUSED STAMPS. USED STAMPS.

1. 1847-69, good selections Wec prefer to supply these accordin‘g
at liberal discounts, - 152.00 to want list by Scott numbers,

2. 1847-88, selected, well 14. 1847-1906, all regular
centred, o0.g. copies, issues, a larger book
forthosewhoappremate with about 600 stamps, 586.00
condition, - . 603.00 15 1847-1906, special bargains

3. 1847-88, special bargams at substantial discounts,
at very substantial dis- including stamps with
counts, - 91.00 slight imperfections, - 70.00

4. 1870-88. a nice Iot mclud— BLOCKS OF FOUR.
ing shades, -« - . 165.00 - i

5. 1890, fine line of shades, - 21,00 16. 185-88,  many  choice

ne 1l pieces, 350.00

6 1893, fine line of shades, - 37.00 17, 1890, fine lot of shades, - 60.00

8. 1S94-98, regular issues, 18. 1893, ic to 50c, fine lot of
fine lot of shades, . 64.00 shades - - . 17,00

9. 1898-01, exposition issues, 16,00 19. 18ﬁ4d)Cto $5.00, splendld 115.00

g B shades, .
ut) ggOZ OZ’ xe :0 $1.00, 1;288 20. 1895.98, regular |ssues

It. Departments, T : splendid shades, -  -119.00

12. Same, selected, especially 21. xS0S-ot, commemorative,
fine copies for those who i to 50c, - - 2l
appreciate condition, - 177.00 gr. 1902-07, fine lot of shades 7.0

13 Postage Due Stamps, fine 23. Departments - - * 188.00
lot of shades, . - 38.00 24. Postage Due, manyshades, 55.00

13a Newspaper Stamps, very 25. Newspaper Stamps hard
fine loi, - - - 40300 to get, . . . 144.00

We buy fine U.S. Stamps, especially in blocks; also U.S.
Envelopes, Proofs, Essays, etc. Make offers, staling price.

BRITISH COLONIES.
N fine lot of attractive books. Write for your special country.

J,. M. BARTELS CO,,

OLD SOUTH BUILDING,

BOSTON, M ass.



The BOGERT & DURBIN CO,

Of 722, Chestnut Street,
PHILADELPHIA, Pn.,
Have issued a 32-PAGE Price List of their Stock of the

STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES
AND POSSESSIONS,

pricing over 2500 varieties of these Stamps, which will he
sent free upon receipt of 2 cents, for postage.

Having been in business continuously since 1869, we have
accumulated a very large stock, which we sell at the low net
prices published in the above-mentioned «Price List. Jvb
collector can afford to be without this List.

We have also recently published a 56-PAGE Price List
of our stock of

GREAT BRITAIN AND COLONIES,

which prices nearly 6000 varieties of these Stamps. This
List is also sent free on receipt of 2 cents, for postage.

Other Price Lists are in preparation.

WE BUY STAMPS.

We are ready to purchase for spot cash Valuable Collections
of Stamps in good condition, worth from X100 to $10,000.
Collectors or Dealers desiring to sell are requested to
communicate with us. We are also prepared to sell

VALUABLE COLLECTIONS AT AUCTION

at a low rate of commission. Our experience in this line
extends over 23 years, during which time we have held
265 Sales. Our Sales are held every few weeks during
the season.

BOGERT A DURBIN CO,
722, Chestnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, Pa.



THE NEWEST AND BEST
STAMP ALBUM.

Loose, Moveable Leaves.

THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM.
Now Ready. Section I. GREAT BRITAIN
(86 pages).

Price 3/9, or post free in Great Britain, 4/- ; abroad, 4/3.
Tuts Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and
Telegraph Stamps ; but although only sold together, each of the
above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one of them
may be omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but
the section is only sold as a whole at above price.

The following Sections (about 70 countries) are now ready :—
West Indies,
North American Colonies,

African Coi.Onies, and '
European Colonies.

Circular, with full details, prices, and specimen section on
correct paper, sent post free on receipt of card.

BINDERS.

These are extremely simple, ami will hold from 20 to 200
leaves each.
No. 33—Bound in Cloth, 6,6, post free in U. Iv.
. 34— " Morocco, 15/6 " "

Collectors in U.S. and Canada can get Circular and Prices
with duty added from

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc.,
198, Broadway, New Y ork.

All others should apply to

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limitea,

391, STRAND, LONDON, w..
(Opposite Hotel Cecil).



J W. JONES

Makes a SPECIALITY
UNITED STATES STAMPS,

All grades, from the rarest to common—adhesives,

envelopes, locals, etc.

WANT LISTS FILLED FROM ANY CURRENT CATALOGUE

AT SPECIAL PRICES.

LIST OK 1000 SETS, also PHILATELIC SUNDRIES,

MAILED FREE ON APPLICATION.

Stamps of All Countries purchased or exchanged to any amount.

Selections of Stamps (any Country) sent to any part of the

world against deposit or good reference.

A FEW GOOD U.S. ITEMS ON HAND:

5c Providence, used original,

5¢ New York, double label, 1 .
toc, 1861, Premiére Gravure, used,
24c¢, 1861, unused, - -
30c, 1869, re issue, no grille, used, 1
7c American Rank Note, re-issue, mint,
18 Omabha, - - - -
2S5 Omaha, . . .

6¢c Executive, mint, - 1 -

£20
£7 IO/f-
ZU; -
418
So/-

50/-

1 HAVE SOMETHING GOOD IN ALL COUNTRIES.

J.. W. JONES.

Sole Address—444, STRAND, LONDON, England.



T he Stamp Lover.

A  MONTHLY
ILLUSTRATED
MAGA/INE
FOR STAMP
COLLECTORS.

Edited by FRED. J. MELVILLE.

The Magazine is the Official Organ
of the Junior Philatelic Society, and
is sent, post free, to every member.
Annual Subscription, 2/6 (62 cents) ;
Entrance Fee, 2/6 (62 cents). No
Entrance Fee for Ladies, or for
Applicants under 2t.

THE STAMP LOVER

Is the largest of the Monthlies,
is from 24-36 large pages monthly,
and is superbly illustrated.
Specimen Copy and Application
Form for Membership sent, post
free, on application to

HERBERT F. JOHNSON (Business Manager),

44, Fleet Street, London, e.c.



BOOKS BY FA'ED.J. MEI.VILLE.

POSTAGE STAMPS WORTH
FORTUNES.

(Second Edition.)

Illustrated with over 100 Photographic Reproductions of the
World’s Rarest Postage Stamps.

Post Free, 7d.

A PENNY ALL THE WAY.
THE STORY OF PENNY POSTAGE.

FULLY ILLUSTRATED.

The story of Penny Postage is related from its earliest inception
in 1659 to the consummation of Penny Postage between Great
Britain and America on 1st October, 1908.

Second Edition, Post Free, 7d.

HAWAIIAN POSTAGE STAMPS

IN THE COLLECTION OF
MR. HENRY J, CROCKER OF SAN FRANCISCO.

A Reprint, with eight fine Plates, of an Interview with the
Owner of the greatest collection of these Stamps,

Post Free, 1/2.

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



HY THE SAME AUTHOR.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
CHINA.

With an account of the Chinese Imperial Post.

Illustrated with Collotype Plates.

il/-. Post Free, ili.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
SARAWAK.

With an account of the Sarawak Post Office.

Illustrated with Collotype Plates.

il/-. Post Free, ilii.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
HAYTI.

A fascinating study of the Stamps of the Black Republic.

il-. Post Free, ili.

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



f) THE SAME AUTHOR.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
GREAT BRITAIN.

i/- Post Free, ili.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
THE UNITED STATES.

OUT or PRINT.
The only Illustrated Handbook on the i'ostal Issues of the

j;reat American Republic until the publication of this volume of
The Melville Stamp Books.

SIAM: ITS POSTS AND
POSTAGE STAMPS.

6d. Post Free, 7<

ABC or STAMP COLLECTING.

19 Plates. 160 it.

The handiest and best Guide for the beginner, and a most
readable book for medium and advanced collectors.

Now in Stock. doth bound, 1/-; postfree, 1/1T

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



HY THE SAME AUTHOE.

THE LADY FORGER.

A Philatelic Play, as staged and produced by the Junior
Philatelic Society.

2/6. Post Pree, 2/7.

THE TAPLING COLLECTION.

The only Guide and Index to this great collection.
With Portraits and Illustrations.

/-, Post Free, il/i.

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

Have YOU Heard ok tur New

SWISS CATALOGUE?

It gives 400 Illustrations, with exact Prices of all Varieties,
Used and Unused; also on entire letters, errors, oblitera-
tions, etc., etc. Published by Ernst Zuwstein, 18
Spitalgasse, Kern, Switzerland. Price, 3/-, post free.

THE FAMOUS MIRAHAUI) COLLECTION
OF SWISS STAMPS, value .£12,000,

Which | have purchased, containing 1800 of the early Cantons,
Zurich, Vaud-Basle, Geneva, etc.,, used and unused, in
pairs, strips, blocks, etc., etc,, also on entire letters.

Seleciions Sent on Approval.

ERNST ZUMSTEIN,

18, Spitalgasse, Birn, Switzerland.
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