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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

E have to acknowledge our indebtedness to
the Controller of His Majesty’s Stationery
Office for permission to publish the map of
the recently formed Nyasaland Protectorate, and
to the Hon, Secretary (Mr. R. W. Hatswell) of
St. Marlins le Grand Magazine for some of the
interesting postal subjects and the postal organisation
map of British Central Africa, as well as for the free
use of much interesting material from the pages of the
Magazine. Our thanks are also due to the Secretary
of the British South Africa Company, and to Messrs.
Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co., for information they have
courteously rendered to us ; and to Mr. W. H. Peckitt
for the loan of many of the rarer stamps illustrated.
Mr. S. R. Turner has contributed several useful
diagrams, Mr. G. T. Turner has placed his collection
of “specimen ” stamps at our disposal, and Mr. D. B.
Armstrong has supplied some interesting notes.

The proofs have been revised by Mr. P. L.
Pemberton and Mr. H. H. Harland.
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British Central Africa.

Chapter |

Postal Arrangements.

the Nyasaland Protectorate) and the Sphere
of Influence of the British South Africa
Company in Central Africa lay north of the
Zambesi, in the South Central portion of the African
continent. The territories brought under British Influ-
ence, chiefly under the direction of Sir Harry Johnston,
K.C.B., were bounded on the north by Lake Tangan-
yika and the Congo Free State ; on the north-east by
German East Africa, and on the east, south-east and
west by Portuguese possessions. . . L.
Sir Harry Johnston, in his British Central ijI’ICa
(London : 1897) says that the Sphere of Influence is
much larger than the actual Protectorate, which is
chiefly confined to the districts bordering on Lake
Nyasa and on the river Shire. The Sphere of Influ-
ence is administered under the Charter of the British
South Africa Company ; the Protectorate has always

THE Protectorate of British Central Africa (now
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been administered directly under the Imperial Govern-
ment from the time of its inception (1891). The Pro-
tectorate was formally declared May 14, 1891, and the
designation suggested by Sir Harry Johnston, of the
British Central Africa Protectorate, was officially
adopted February 22, 1893.

In the early part of 1891 there was no organised
postal service in the new Protectorate, and letters for
Europeans were usually conveyed by the African Lakes

Post Office, Tshiromo (1894).

Company’s steamers to the Vice-Consul at Quelimane,
accompanied with the money for postage stamps, to be
affixed by that official. Thus the letters were sent home
or received through the agency of the Portuguese Post
Office, franked with Portuguese stamps.

The institution of a proper postal service began in
earnest in 1893, when the Postmaster-General of Cape
Town (Sir Somerset French) was applied to for the
loan of an officer of his department to organise the posts
of the Protectorate. Mr. H. H, Harrhy, of the Cape
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Town Post Office, was “lent,” and left Cape Town on
May 11 for Tshiromo. He established, shortly after
his arrival, a service of mail runners from Port Herald
to Mpimbi on the Upper Shiré river (via Tshiromo,
Tshikwawa and Blantyre), with numerous intermediate
connections, and regular weekly mails in each direction
between Tshiromo and Blantyre, a three-times-a-week

Post Office, Blanlyre (1894).

service between Blantyre and Zomba, each way, and a
once-a-week service between Blantyre, Mlanje, Mpimbi
and bort Johnston.

Post offices were established in 1893-4 at Blantyre,
Fife, | ort Anderson, Fort Johnston, Fort Lister, Fort
Maguire, Kalungwizi, Karonga, Mlanje, Port Herald,
Rhodesia, Tanganyika, Tshikwawa, Tschinde, Tshiromo,
Mpimbi, Zomba, Johnston Falls, Abercorn, Deep Bay,
Likoina, Leopard Bay, Fort Liwonde, and Fort Rosebery.
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The details of the early organisation of the post in
the Protectorate are best given in Mr. Harrhy’s own
words :(—

“ Zomba, owing to the unsettled state of the country in
the northern portion of the territory, is in special communi-
cation with Fort Johnston and beyond. Mails from the
United Kingdom and foreign countries are landed at the
Tschinde mouth of the Zambesi the port of entry (or
British Central Africa are sorted at the Office of Exchange
there, and are forwarded by steamer up the Zambesi and
Shire to Port Herald or Tshiromo, as opportunities offer.

“ During the dry season the Lower Shire is rarely navi-
gable above Pinda or Port Herald, and runners hav,
accordingly, to be utilised for carrying the bags on to
Tshiromo ; between Tshiromo, Tshlkwawa, Blantyre,
Zomba and Mpimbi runners are used exclusively, while
from Mpimbi to Fort Johnston the gunboat, “ Dove," and

The gunboat, " Dove," used for mails from
Mpimbi to Fort Johnston.
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houseboats manned by natives are available.  Mails are
conveyed from Fort Johnston to the various ports on Lake
Nyasa by the German Government steamer. “ Wissmann,”
and the African Lakes Company steamers, “ Domira '’ and
" Aliala," and from Karonga to the south end of Lake
Tanganyika and across to Lake Mwero and Johnston Falls
by runners. The Offices, with the exception of Mlanje,
where an educated native woman from Old Calabar is in
charge, are manned by Englishmen, and the methodical
way in which the work is performed by them very often
under most trying conditions is worthy of the highest
praise.

*“ Our mail carriers, clad in long frock coats, knickers and
fez  minus boots and stockings present a picturesque
appearance. They are always armed when on service, and
appear to be very proud of their Snider rifles.

“ An amusing—though at the same time regrettable—case
occurred some months ago near Blantyre, in which a carrier
lost a mail bag containing nothing but a supply of postage
stamps for the Postmaster of Mpimbi. After giving a truly
pathetic account of the rainy weather met with, he stated
that he tried to cross a swollen stream, and found, when the
middle was reached, that he must either sacrifice his bag or
rifle, or face destruction in the shape of being washed away.
Upon scant deliberation the bag was allowed to go in order
that his cherished fire-arm might be saved. So far as | am
aware, it has not yet been recovered.

" During the rains the low-lying portions of Central Africa
are flooded for many miles, and at that season of the year a
poor carrier’s lot is not a happy one. In February last
11894) two carriers carrying mail bags between Mpimbi and
Zomba were confronted by several lions. Deeming dis-
cretion to be the better part of valour, they sought safety in
the high branches of a friendly tree, and wailed until their
leonine majesties condescended to move on to pastures new.

" The runners are selected from various tribes, among
them being Chikunder, Man'Ganja, Atonga, Angoni, Yao
and Makua.

“The work of our Postal Department is increasing by
leaps and bounds, and in the near future its operations will
have to be considerably extended. We have now [1894] a
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direct service to Katanga, in the Congo Free State, via Lake
Mwero, and serve as intermediary for the conveyance of
German Nyasaland mads* to the coast.”

Between November 19 and December 28, 1893,
Mr. Harrhy was in Chinde establishing a Post Office
of Exchange on the British Concession there. At this
office mails are landed from or transferred to the ocean
going steamers.

Sir Harry Johnston defines the functions of this
Post Office of Exchange :(—

“ Letters or other material arriving from the outer world a
Chinde are sorted at this Post Office of Exchange into bags
for the various postal districts in British Central Africa, and
into bags for the German territories and for the Congo Free
State, and are then shipped up river by the various steamers
plying between Chinde and Chiromo, At Chiromothe bags
are sent overland to the different Post Offices of distribution
between the Lower Shiré and Lake Nyasa, being carried by
native postmen who wear a special uniform of scarlet and
white. These men travel at the rate of 23 miles a day, and
are wonderfully faithful and careful in the delivery of their
precious charges. Cases have been known where postal
carriers have been drowned in the crossing of flooded rivers
by their obstinacy in not parting from their mail bags, and
where they have fought bravely and successfully against odds
in an attack by highway robbers. The negro of Central
Africa has a genuine respect for lhe written word. Of
course, the time will come when, attendant on the growth of
civilisation, native postmen will probably commit robberies of
registered letters, as is occasionally done by their European
colleagues ; but at the present time our mails are perfectly
safe in their hands.”

Mr. Harrhy, who was “lent” for one year to the
British Central Africa authorities, returned to Cape

* Sir Harry Johnston states that, in return (or this service, the
B.C.A. correspondence between Chinde and Zanzibar was carried
by the German subsidised steamers.
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Town in 1894, and was succeeded by Mr. J. E.
McMaster as Postmaster-General of the young
Protectorate. Later Mr. McMaster” became Vice-
Consul at Chinde, Mr. J. T. Gosling following in the
control of the Post Office Department.

Mr. Gosling has left some interesting records of
postal work in British Central Africa, and was, we
believe, the introducer of the first postal guide issued
in the Protectorate, set up and printed by native
Africans at the Blantyre Mission Press in 1899. This
publication is now issued annually, and we quote from
it the Queen’s Regulations respecting the Mail Service
made under the provisions of the “ Africa Orders in
Council, 1889 and 1893, by Her Majesty’s Com-
missioner and Consul General for the British Central
Africa Protectorate.

QUEEN’S REGULATIONS.

1 II'is unlawful for any person, unless employed in the
Poslal Service of the Protectorate, to send or convey any
letter from any place within to any place without, or from
any place without to any place within lhe Protectorate, or
from place to place within the Protectorate, except the
following—m

(a) Letters to or from any place not being on the route
along which the post travels,

(b) Letters concerning goods or other property to be
delivered, such letters being sent with, or for, the purpose
of being delivered at the same time as the property they
concern, without hire or reward for delivering the same.

(¢) Letters sent by any private friend in his way,
journey, or travel, so as that such letters shall be delivered
by such friend to the party to whom theyjnay be directed.*

*We are informed that Mr. McMaster was assassinated shortly
alter taking up a new position as British Consul at Beira.
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or by any messenger sent on purpose concerning the
private affairs of the sender or receiver thereof. But ro
person shall make a collection of such letters hereby
excepted, for the purpose of sending them in the manner
hereby authorised,

2. The following persons are expressly forbidden to carry
a letter, or to receive or collect or deliver a letter within the
Protectorate, although they shall not receive hire or reward
for the same, that is to say—

(a) Common carriers of passengers or goods, their
drivers, servants, or agents, except a letter concerning
goods in their custody for carriage.

(b) Owners and masters of ships and their servants and
agents, except letters solely concerning goods on board,
and to be delivered with such goods.

(c) Officers and servants employed in the postal service
of the Protectorate, except letters received, conveyed, or
delivered by them in course of post.

3. The importation or exportation of books, newspapers,
or parcels passing through the post and not yet delivered by
the recognised postal service of the Protectorate to the
persons to whom the said books, newspapers, or parcels are
addressed is strictly prohibited.

4. Every person sending, despatching, carrying, collecting,
receiving, or delivering any letter, book, newspaper, or parcel
contrary to these Regulations, shall be guilty of an offence,
and liable to a fine not exceeding £1, in respect of every
letter, book, newspaper, or postal parcel.

5. In these Regulations, "letter" includes “ postcard,

and “ship ” includes every description of vessel used in
navigation.

A curious development of the letter-box is one of
the features announced in the Postal Guide.

POSTING OF LETTERS IN MAIL CARRIERS’
LETTER BOXES.

I In districts where there is a considerable populatior
residing on or near the mail routes» the mail men arc
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equipped with light metal boxes having a suitable aperture
in the top. to permit of the posting of letters.

2. Persons desiring to post correspondence by this means
must meet the mail man in the roadway at some point on his
journey.

3. The aggregate weight of letters, etc., posted by any
one person, or from any one house, estate, or mission must
not exceed 8 oz.

4. Neither parcels nor registered letters can be posted in
these boxes.

3. The boxes may not be used for the purpose of posting
letters in townships (except where an organised collection of
letters may be made), or in the vicinity of a Post Office.

6. If the mail men are detained or taken from their route,
or if the boxes are used in any way contrary to the regula-
tions. their employment will be discontinued on the particular
route upon which this occurs.

Mr. J. T. Gosling, Postmaster-General of British
Central Africa, writing in 1903, gives an interesting
account of the state of postal affairs in the Protectorate,
from which we_quote at length by permission from

Si. Martins le Grand.

“ The absence, hitherto, of a railway, or of any general
provision of vehicular transport, has led to the adoption of
special modes of conveyance for man and goods ; and in the
case of mails forwarded overland, the negro has entirely
supplied the place of beast or machine.

“ Dotted over the country, at intervals of twenty miles or
so along its main roads, are mail men’s rest-houses. Here
natives wearing the uniform of the Protectorate Post Office
wait to perform allotted tasks, which may consist of conveying
a mail bag to the next rest-house every second or third
night the men taking turns and travelling about eighty miles
a week in all—or in dealing with the more irregular mail
from England, for which they may have to wait a week if
the steamer is late. Whichever it be, the mail goes on from
rest-house to rest-house, night and day, each succeeding gang
of men, on reaching the hut which marks the end of their
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section, handing the bags over to their fellows in waiting.
If it be night they awaken them from their slumbers, and lie
down alongside the fires in the vacated places,

“ For the local mails passing between the different settle-
ments two men per section are allowed, whilst the larger
mails from countries oversea may require as many as forty,

“ Of course this organised system had a beginning. At
one time the mails were forwarded by day only, and direct
from station to station. A native would be sent off with a
bag of correspondence, and told to take it to its destination,
which might be any distance up to a hundred miles. He
would travel about twenty miles a day for the longer
distances, and perhaps as much as forty miles in twenty-four
hours where this completed the journey ; but in such cases
he would, as a rule, be fit for little the following day.
When the method of conveyance by relays of mail nen
travelling mostly at night was first introduced, old settlers
said that the men would be eaten by lions ; and the men
who commenced the new service were accordingly equipped
with lanterns and rifles ; but after a while the lights were
given up as not worth the trouble of carrying, and, athough
rifles are sometimes still taken, it is generally when a wild
beast has been visiting the villages in the district to be
traversed. It must not be assumed that lions are not en
countered. Cases have occurred where the mail men have
been driven to take refuge in a tree, and leave the bags at
the foot to be smelled and pawed and discarded as inedible
by disappointed beasts of prey, and mails have sometimes
been delayed on that account. But there are lions and
lions. 1know a “ White Lion” in a Surrey village, who,
to my certain knowledge, has often delayed the mail. I
would be incorrect to suppose, however, that the native of
British Central Africa is a drunkard, or that, when employed
as a mail man, he frequently proves unworthy of his post
As a matter of fact, the mail service is conducted with
marvellous punctuality, and instances of encounters with the
alcoholic lion are comparatively rare.

“ Experience shows that, provided a route is well travelled
by day, it is fairly safe to traverse at night, and the rmils
have been sent by night for the past five years without any
injury to the men employed. Leopards are more common
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than lions ; bu! they are usually more anxious to steal sheep
or other small domestic animals than to encounter men and
women,

“As a rule, the native mail men are wonderfully faithful
and trustworthy. Careful record is kept of the men engaged,
even to the marks or scars upon their bodies ; but only one
case is known where a carrier made off with the bag
entrusted to him, They stick to the bags, too, under
circumstances of considerable danger. . . .

“ This system of conveyance of mails by relays of carriers
is an essential feature of the postal communication of the
Colony. Nearly all local mails are conveyed by night in
this manner, and letters posted one evening are delivered the
next morning at stations forty miles away.

“ It is recorded of the British Central Africa mail men
that they once went on strike. The men employed at a
certain Post Office presented themselves en masse to the
Postmaster one morning, and said they were going away to
their villages. Asked why, they expressed dissatisfaction at
receiving less pay than the mail men employed at an Office
some forty miles away. Six shillings a month was not
enough for them, they said, as their fellows were paid
eight. The matter was ‘righted’ by a reduction of the
higher scale ; and the original malcontents showed a fire
disregard of the ethics of striking by proving themselves very
ready ‘blacklegs' when the men at the second Office were
inclined to resent the diminution of pay.

“The calling of mail man is rather a popular one with
Nyasaland natives. The post is fairly well paid as native
pay goes ; and in this regard it must be remembered that
natives do not, as a rule, work for Europeans in order to
obtain food -that they get from their gardens -but in order
to obtain money to buy clothing for themselves and their
wives. They have, further, the advantage that, in order to
cover their eighty miles or so per week, they have only to
perform some four or five journeys, and thus, compared with
natives employed in other spheres of labour, they have
abundant leisure.

“In addition to the mail men, there are a fair number of
natives engaged as indoor assistants. These can. in most
instances, read and write, and sometimes speak English. 1 hey
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are oflen capable of sorting the letters and making up the
mails, but are not, as a rule, allowed to do this without the
supervision either of an Indian Clerk or of the Postmaster.

“ The correspondence conveyed in the mails of Nyasaland
is for the most part posted by the European settlers ; but
there is a fairly large native correspondence also. At one
time the native did not make use of the post office, or, if
he did so, did it in an irregular way by getting the mail men
to carry letters unofficially. Even now it is often found that
a letter sent by a native in one village to a friend in another
contains enclosures from almost every person in the community
who can write, and, indeed, from some who cannot—a sort of
village secretary filling the breach where necessary.

" Comparatively few of the natives can read and write at
present. Some write in Suahili, but the majority in their
own language, using European characters. The mail men,
as a rule, cannot read or write ; and sometimes this leads to
complications, as, for example, where a mail has to be passed
onto a 'relay ' at a rest-house remote from European super-
vision, and the arriving mail men are late. The men who
are to take the bags on to their destination know lull well
that unless they can make up the time there will be trouble
when they arrive ; and formerly it was the practice to insist
on the delinquents going through to the end of the journey
- -another twenty miles or so -to admit and explain their
fault. As this arrangement, although calculated to ensure
punctuality, was apt to delay the return mail, it was ex-
plained that the uniforms, which are numbered, would do
as well ; and the clothing is now taken instead of the men.
That is to say, the late arrival has to surrender his uniform
jacket, which is taken through to the next post office in order
ihat a note may be made of the number, and the matter
‘suitably noticed." For the addresses and the bags, too,
special provision has to be made ; and coloured labels, or
brass tablets of different shapes and design, serve to indicate
to the untutored savage the particular destination for which
the bag entrusted to him for conveyance is intended.

“ In addition to the overland services by relays of natives,
mails are conveyed by steamers on the Zambesi and Shire
rivers and on Lake Nyasa. They are small screw steamers
carrying a lew passengers, and make the passage round the



24 BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA.

lake every now and again as occasion requires. Gunboals
were placed on the lake when its coasts were the head-
quarters of slavers, and slave dhows used to carry living
cargoes between its shores. Times, however, have changed ;
and instead of criticising the ‘inactivity of the Nyasa gun-
boats ’ in the matter of slavery suppression, the missionaries
around the shores of the lake are now apt to grumble that
these vessels are not used to bring their mails so frequently
as they would wish."

The year preceding the change of the name of the
Protectorate to Nyasaland Protectorate (1906-7), a
number of reductions in postage rates were introduced,
and the business done in the Post Office Department
had assumed considerable proportions. A railway had
been opened and was in use for the conveyance of
mails between Port Herald and Chiromo, and the
construction of a continuation from Chiromo to Blantyre
was being proceeded with. The estimated number of
articles posted in the year was 374,536, an increase of
53,632 over the previous year, when 320,904 articles
had been sent. 904 letters were returned to other
countries as undehverable as against 686 in the previous
year, and 473 undeliverable local letters as against 642
the year before.

The chief items in the postal report are thus
summarised :—

1905-6. 1906-7.

Oversea mails received, - - 348 407
" despatched - 302 318

Inland parcels per month
Zomba, - - - - 4 32
Blantyre, - - - 21 52
Chiromo, - - - 8 8
Foreign parcels received, - 2618 3023
despatched - 516 553

Value of foreign parcels received
(gross), - - - - £3017 4 0 £3647 3
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Revenue transferred to Customs
Department, - - - 286 190 302 0 6
(exports (postal), - - - 463 45 300 7 10

By an order in Council of July 6, 1907, the name
of the country was changed to Nyasaland Protectorate,
and in the first report of the Nyasaland Protectorate
we find continued goodprogress in the business of
the Post Office. Thel oz. unitof weight for
correspondence was adopted, and the sample post
rates were reduced from 4d. per 4 ozs. to 1d. per 4 ozs.
The German East Africa line of steamers having
reduced the sailings of their fast boats to once every
three weeks, an arrangement was entered into for
sending mails for London via Beira and Salisbury,
connecting with the Union Castle boats at Cape Town.
Correspondence for South Africa was also sent via
Beira or Delagoa Bay to Johannesburg, which last
office acts as distributing agent. Imports by parcel
post were valued at £3914 as against £3647 3s. 9d.
the previous year.

The following is a summary of the regular postal
statistics.

The total number of postal articles dealt with was
1,101,917 as compared with 612,284 the previous

1906-7. 1907-8.
Letters, - - - 434.126 866.632
Postcards, - - - 19,898 31.888
Newspapers, - - 98,168 155,468
Book packets» etc.» - 53,211 42,644
Parcels, - - - 4,805 5,078
Closed bags, - - 76 207

612,284 1,101,917
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Chapter |l

Stamps of the British South Africa Company
Overprinted “B.C.A.”

Issue I

E first issue of postage stamps for the British

Central Africa Protectorate was created in

1891, by overprinting the issues of the British

South Africa Company with the large Roman
capitals B.C.A. The denominations current at the
time in the Company's territory of Southern Rhodesia
were fourteen in number. Id., 2d., 4d., 6d., 8d., /-
2/.. 2/6, 5/-. 10/-, £1, £2, £5, £10. The
original stamps had been engraved by the London
firm of Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co., Ltd., in
taille douce and on thin greyish-white wove paper.
The paper has the manufacturers’ (William Collins,
Sons & Co.) watermark once to the sheet. It consists
of a monogram W.C.S. & Co. (the C enclosing the
other letters of the monogram), with the word EXTRA
to left and STRONG to right. Curved watermarked
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letters above read Pure Linen and below W ove
Bank, the whole of the lettering and monogram being
in outline characters.

There appear to be slight variations in the sheet
watermark. In one variety the number 139 is added
below in addition to the marks described above, while
m another the words EXTRA strong do not appear.

The paper varies from thin, semi-transparent paper to
an opaque paper of medium thickness.

The design of the original stamps (all values) has
for its central device the arms of the British South
Africa Company

Blazon : Gules, the chief semé of bezants, the
base seme of ears of wheat, or, a fesse wavy
argent between two bulls passant in chief, and
an elephant passant in base, all proper : the
fesse charged with three galleys, sable.

Crest : A lion guardant passant, or, supporting
with its dexter fore-paw an ivory tusk erect,
proper.

Supporters : Two spnngbokken, proper.

Motto : “ Justice, Freedom, Commerce.”

A white arched tablet at the top of the stamp
contains the word BRITISH in letters of colour, and
a wavy tablet of colour immediately below it contains
the white capitals SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY. The
value tablet is below the arms design. The whole
of the background is composed of horizontal lines of
colour. There is a line all round at the extremity of
the shading of the background, broken into at the top
by the white label containing the word BRITISH.
An additional thin outer rule completes the stamps of
the values Id. to 10/-.
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The inscription of value on the Id., 6d., 1/-, 2/-, 5/-,
and 10/- stamps is in words of outline capitals on a
bevelled tablet shaded with slanting lines.

On the 2d., 4d., 8d. there is no tablet inserted, but the
value is printed in coloured Roman capitals TWO
PENCE etc., and these three denominations have the
value printed in a different colour from the rest of the
design.
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In the 2/6 stamp a bevelled tablet is used, but the
ground of the tablet is without any lines of shading
and the words TWO SHILLINGS & SIXPENCE appear in
coloured sans serif capitals.

The higher values, £1, £2, £3, and £10 have the
value tablet similar to the Id. value, but the whole of
the design described for the lower values has been
enclosed in an additional and ornate scroll work frame,
considerably enlarging the size of the stamp.

Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. inform us that
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the original stamps were only engraved in sheets of
sixty stamps, not, as has been suggested recently by a
writer on the Company’s stamps, in sheets of 240.
There were no special printings of the original stamps
required for the overprinting, and the Company in each
case sent back quantities of the already printed stamps
to be overprinted. The overprinting was done at
frequent intervals between the years 1891-1894.

Stereos were made from type, and, as the engravers
state that only one font of type was used, the occurrence
of thick and thin lettering which appears to be fairly
regular on the printed sheets must have been due to
the stereotyping. The complete sheet of 60 was over-
printed at one impression in the case of the low values
Id. to 10/-; but in the case of the £1, £2, £5, £10
a few were in each case overprinted singly, as also were
the £25 and £50 values used for revenue purposes.

The letters B.C.A. are large block capitals 34mm.
high, and a period occurs after each letter. There are
distinct variations in the thickness of the lettering
occurring on the same sheet which are divisible into
thin and thick letters, and there are minor varieties of
the stops, which are normally square but occasionally
round, and in the seventh stamp on the top row the
final stop appears to have joined the right leg of the A.

The stamps were supplied by the British South
Africa Company at the request of the Commissioner of
the British Central Africa Protectorate, who also
administered the Northern Territory belonging to the
Company.

The first issue was despatched from London in
April, 1891, though we find no chronicle of them
m philatelic journals prior to October of that year.
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With the exception of the 2d., 4d., and 8dMthe stamps
are printed in single colours, and there are but few
variations in shades, the 6d. having the widest range.

Issue Il.—In the original series of British South
Africa there was no 4 - denomination, and the need of
such a value, possibly not alone for postal but also for
fiscal use in the Protectorate, brought about the issue
of a provisional stamp. The words FOUR SHILLINGS,
in two lines of heavy sans serif capitals, were surcharged
in black on the 3s. orange-yellow stamp of the 1891
issue. The measurements of the additional overprint
are letters 2.Imm. high, top line 51lmm. long, bottom
line 12mm. from 'S to “S.” The issue of the
provisional is ascribed to August, 1892. No varieties
of this additional overprint have been noted.

Issue IlIl.—This provisional stamp was in use only a
few months, being superseded by a regular 4s. stamp
almost concurrently with the introduction of a stamp
of that denomination in the British South Africa
Company’s set in 1893. The new regular issue 4s.
stamp was similar in every respect to the other values
except that the value is impressed on a plain white
ground in small coloured block capitals, in a separate
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colour from the rest of the stamp. The colours were
slate for the design and vermilion for the value, and
the consignment was forwarded in February, 1893.

Issue IV.—A 3s. provisional issue was made in
October, 1893. being created by overprinting twenty-
three sheets (of sixty stamps) of the newly issued 4s. slate
and vermilion stamp, with the words THREE SHILLINGS in
two lines of elongated sans serif capitals in black. The
surcharge measures : letters, 21>mm. high ; top line,
7'mm. long; bottom line, 12mm. from “S ” to “S."
The issue is said to have been limited to twenty-three
sheets, making a total issue of 1380 stamps.
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1ssue V.—This wes replaced two years later
(October, 1895) after Britisn South Africa Gom
pany had in March, 1894, prepared and issed a
regular 3. starp for their other territories, t?/ a regjar

3. overprinted B.C.A.  The design ad
value Wes similar to the 4s,, bu:theooloudihe
design wes light broan, and the value wes inpressed in
green.

Issue VI (}W SlorBIS)_In 1895 ﬂ’EStCEkOc(TE
pennystamos ngrunshor[ acpantltydlheml
Sea-green vemilion were sad to have lBn
permitted by the Hgh Conmissioner to be hissdsd
diagonally, and each portion to sene as a sanp d
1 P st 2 By, v, ot 2ot a0
e, Chirono

it is further stated (London Philatelist, V., 230 tret
this wes only for a day or two, ardthatonly d
these provisionals were used
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gé;nt;\e sare tier(rje prepal _ratorélons wereorrrwe for a
overprint ovisional stap of one penny
vdle Therg_de_r Wg entrusted, in the first place,
o te Iomlarécrlntlrg_dﬁoe at Blantyre, and the 2d,
s|gen vermlion stanp wes selected for the
oepinting of the words oNE PENNY. _ _
According to M. Whitfield King, whose informration
was cerived ot many monts later (July, 1896) from
tre Postmester-Gereral, Mr. J. E McMester, ““ the
type was st Up to surcharge a sheet of 60, the printer
Paving stringent orders to see thet the type on every
danpwes identical, sothat there should ke no varieties.
Sove proofs were struck off on plain paper and
uamitied for approval, when soe few alterations were
fourd necessary. When at last the were
poed ﬁepnntervvastddto% d with t
pinting but apparently he found putting a sheet
d thn gumed and perforated stanps Into his printi
[resswes quite a different thing to putting in a sheet
e B ST MERBOR, Loy Tch . g &
sun m 00 0
tret the ber V\hglech shoud haverg(nrpelled the word
TwoPENCE Wes a great deal aboweit The printer
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thereupon put the sheet in a second time, but even then
the bar wes a little too high and not straight.  Now
at this point, my menory is at fault ; 1 do not reenoer
V\Inether the printer refused to take the resporsibility o
inting any nore sur ., or whether it westre
mester-General who ined to let hm do ay
nore, but at any rate the printer submitted this fird
sheet of 60 to Mr. McMaster, who pessed it
%‘anﬁ "R porcd G 20 Servawa %%é?&d’&m
e jpar Wes
0 the Government printing office at Cape T
led by one of the double-surcharged slams,
with irstructions to hagle the surcharge as nearly f tre
ell
Mrtyﬁngsaooant of the events is doubtless aomet
in the main, and tallies with the history quoted fram
‘an uninpeachable source” iN stanley Gibbons'
Monthly Journal for October 31, 1896 (V” 58)

“ There is a history going the round of lhe magazines in
reference to certain copies of the * ONE PENNY ' on te
2d. of the British South Africa Company, with double sur-
charge. The story is that 100 sheets were sent to the
Government printing office al Blanlyre to be surcharged;
that the first sheet was put through the press twice over,
presumably to show the Postmaster how nicely they could
do it The P.M, however, was not satisfied, and sent the
other 99 sheets to Cape Town to be adorned ; and thus is
accounted for a double overprint which differs in type from
the single one.

“ This history comes from an unimpeachable source, and
we have no doubt that it is perfectly true ; but we think
that waste products of this kind should be destroyed, instead
of being preserved for sale to collectors.”

Mr. IQngs statement that the sheet of the Blantyre

SLI’ChaI'@ was “ passed ’b)/the Postmaster-General,



Cap: iown Printing.
Corri; cte Vertical Row,
shewing third stamp with double surcharge.
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L6 R OIS (RS FLTEE: VEk STl B o Gt

or regular : aneanm,

for the ug%te Oestination of a good pro&xtiondtre

sixty starps so overprinted is not unknown, and te
es are unused.

Overprinted al Blantyre.

The arrangerrent of the in the lomn
surcharge is nat known V\jthtyg%/ oenalntycang fram
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the oocurrence, on different rows, of a conplete row of
double surcharges it is summised that the surcharge wes
applied o row a a time. Mr. P. L on
mentions @ Sheet which had the fourth row doubly
surcharged, and the strip we illustrate (page 37) shoas
a double surcharce in the third row. ]
Another sheet’ Mr. Permberton desaribes leads him
to believe that there were two settings.  We %(IIEVI ns

remarks (Philatelic Journal of Great Britain,
171) :(— . :
“ Of the Cape Town type there is pretty good evidence
of two distinct settings of the surcharge. | have an entire
sheet before me, on which the sixth stamps of the second and
fifth rows have the two last letters of PENNY set rather
below the level of the rest of the word. It is quite certain,
ludging by this and other evidence, that this sheet was printed
from a stereo made up of three horizontal rows of ten sur-
charges, which was impressed twice on the sheet. With the
exception of the slightly depressed NY there is no semblance
of a variety on this sheet. Yet there is a well-known and
marked variety in which the “Y ” of PENNY is dropped
considerably below the level of the rest of the word. ~ Several
years ago | had an entire sheet in which this variety occurred,
but, unfortunately, it was broken up before | look a note of
how many there were on the sheet and what positions they
occupied. It certainly occurred more than once. However
that may be, it is certain that the setting was different from
that in which the slightly depressed “ NY™ occurs. This
sheet was memorable for having the fourth horizontal row
doubly surcharged ; it is puzzling to know how this could
have occurred unless each row was surcharged separately,
and | am inclined to think that this is the solution.”

It coes not seem to Ws probable that the sun
Was printed in any other way than direct from the type,
&the nuboer printed wes o s, and the aocasiondl
imegular depression of a letter or two letters seens
rMmour belief that no stereo Was made.  On soe
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of the stans the o of oNE is also slightly dbpressed,
and this, we beliewe, is a characteristic%‘tgmll rus d
%_)e V\ndel%eqmd_ from each other, and would aoour

iefly at the beginning or at the end of the overprint
At the sae tine, we would not dismiss the possillity
of several rows being conyressed in one setting, ad
even this would admit of the occasional double row if
ore bodk of thirty wes printed with the top row over-
lapping the battom row of the upper thirty, thus leaving
the bottom row of the bottom blodk unsurcharged, to ke
filled in by applying the top row of the type to tre
Unsur OO row.

charged
In regard to the two varieties of double surdarce,
the Blantyreand the Cape Town , Mr. Parrberton
very properly points out that ““ the Blantyre variety was
tr;/%e/gr_l to the pﬂlc,BO\aqhereas the % 0oAN
IS @ genuire error. conmrand [ices,
but the latter is not only more desirable as an issed
stap but is also scarcer."”

Overprinted at Cape Town.



Chapter IlI.

British Central Africa Protectorate Issues.

Issue VII.

He_term for which the British South Africa
Company hed agreed to contribute towerds
the aost of the administration of the territory

trabagtrgS'mErBr ek mmand i i in. April

ir Harry on to in April,

184, The tine had core when the of

tre Protectorate required its administration to be placed
a a thoroughly sound besis, and it wes necessary for
Hr Mjesty's Government to comsider the firencial
ggmate for the future maintenance of the

Sr Harry spent the summer and autum in
Edad ng an ents, the results of
whidh were thet the Civil Service wes thenceforth
efficertly organised, and the South Africa | S
sdes were devoted to the administration of
ngﬁa"ysa/\n territory ; the direct administration of
whidh was taken over by Sir Harry Johnston in 1895,

The Gvil Service of the Protectorate and the Postal
Sevice, Sir Harry tells ws, were put on a satisf
lodting A postage stamp wes designed and i
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The design of this is atfributed to Sir Harry hinsf,
and it is an adgptation of the heraldic emblens which
he designed with the assistance and advice of Sir Albert
Wood. The Coat of Arms, which foms the certrd
device, is thus described by their originator .—

“ It may be described as a shield sable, with a pilea,
and over al a finbriated ooss argent, bearing an
inescutcheon gues on which is inprinted the
ArrrsdlnA]gr_. The shield is tv\pgsec: on an :

rica ; ; yoes, one

e o Tan o s o TP

| bearing ; notto, * Light in darkness”  Put in dain
language, the shied is Intended to illustrate our three
colours, bladk, yellow, and white, with a touch of tre
Egish red. "Into the sadble nmess of Africa | hae
i whit (G, ropagrting i 15 best S 1o

ite Oress, re ing, in il significatiors, t

al-embracing white men, ngl‘he inescutcheon of Edlish
red shoas the Arms of the protecting Power.
motto, ‘ Light in darkness,” wes the suggestion of te
late Sir Percy Anderson."
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Want of fuds in 1894 conpelled Sir Harry
adot a rather cheap and inferior issLe of stanps. The
centrd device is the Coat of Arms printed dl in bladk
a a badgroud of (| inthe Id value, which is
dl bladk) coloured lines. curved white bend at the
tap contairs, in letters of the sare cdlour &s the frae,
“ BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA,” and on a coloured band
gopear in white letters on a ground of colour the words,
“POSTAGE & REVENGE.” In the values up to Is. the
valLe is exqressed in uncoloured fi in a coloured
teldet in each of the two lower angles.  In the higher
e 1 vrts 0 & g, cicure e exending

inwords in a long colour ing
aqass the bottom of the

> st

The stamps were printed by Messrs. De La Rue &
(o, o London, on uwatermarked paper, and per-
forated 14. _

The st were first amounced as issled o
e>¢Jected|n Monthly Journal fd_ June, 1895, ad
the announcenent is confimred in the issLe of the sae
toural for July, 1896. According to the London
Philatelist_(IV., 328), the £25 value had not been
isued p till late in 1895,

There are eleven denominations in this set, Id., 2d.,
4d, 6d., 1/~ 2/6, 3/~ o~ £1, £10, and £25, dl of
whch were for the double duty of postage ad
revenLe.

It would appear thet the new stanyps were limited in
their use to the Protectorate proper, and thet the od
B.C.A starps were continued muse inthe British South
Africa Company’s territory.  Vessrs. Whitfield King
& Co. received the following letter on this sugject
framthe British South Afrlcar&”rparly —
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“3ry December, 1895.

uﬂ D e:j}[rreSirs,—ln reply to your Iet_tﬁgegf tféeCZQ'&h

nmo, Copary's stanyps _overpri ‘B.CA’
will contine in use in the Britisﬁr Central  Africa
Protectorate urtil the issLe hes been exhausted.

*“Whether this hes occurred already or ot 1 camat
say. These stanps, however, will 'be wsed in the
Qonpany's sphere, autsice the British Central Africa
Protectorate, and north of the Zabesi, until the Com
pany’s new IssLe is meck.

The new of the British Central Africa
Protectorate will only be used within the Protectorate.
"1 am dear 4GS,
“Yours faithfully,
(SlgrEd) “Herbert Canning.
- Secretary."

Issue Vl“—ln re'fererne to the IS.EJlBthSCI‘ItEd,
the folloning letter wes received by IVessts, Whitfield,
King & Co., in answer to one addressed by them 0
the Crown Agents for the Colonies —

“28th November, 1895
“ British Central A frica Protectorate.

“G entlemen,—lnreplw |etterd: the 25th
Novermber, | have to state new issLe of

postcards, and envelopes for the Protectorate of the
values mentioned in our letter of the 20th June la,
were manufactured by Messis. De La Rue & (o,
under the direct instructions of the Commissioner when
he wes in BEngland, in the latter part of 1894, ad
before we becane Agents for the Protectorate.
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“We are not aware whether the new stanps will
becoe a permarent issle, but we have pointed out
tothe Commissioner the desirability of printing stanps
anwetermarked paper.

“1am gentleen,
“Your obedient servart,

(Slgmd) “E E Brake.”

The reconmrencition referred to in the above letter
was duly folloned by the authorities, and in or about
Feoruary, 1896,t1hebestarrps mﬁ in tllw(e avious
depter began to ke issued on watermarked paper.
Tre watermark wes the Croonn CA  design for the
gmal sized stanys, values Id. to I/~ and Cromn CC

CA CC

(sicenays) for the large stanys, 2/6 to £25.  All the
values in the previous set are repeated in the water-
naked series. The colours are alinost identical, except
tre £1, the frame colour of which wes from
orange\ellow to ultramerine, the only other notable
%@4@% being a deeper orange for the frame

1le stock of urmetermarked stamps remeining in the
Protectorate wes destr after the new iSE
waterarked paper hed received.
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1ssue IX—Want of fuds hes been given & te
reason for the tawdry desigs of the 1895 Issle, ad a
geant from the Treasury is resporsible for the issLe by
the local authorities of a senes with an m]oroved (0:3T0))
t 189%9 o r}ew mmr%%&s bu te
upon sare lines as their SSOFS, _
oentral device of the Coat of Arms is on a white,
shield-shaped background, which throws it into greater
e origirel crai ed by

origi am Were  prepan the

fim o De La Rue Co., ad were {
submitted on July 13, 1896. We illustrate the drawi
in colours of the low value stanps in the &
Oesign, but it will ke noticed that the central device has
been dlightly reduced in the issted stanp.  Bven inthe
issLed it |sfa trp;g tloo large for tr\e(ﬁmrg )A_
suggested or arger Ues) is
aso illustrated, but the is&eg?arge stanps are fashioed
on the sare lines as the sall ones.  The colour dene
of the drawing, with the value Two sHILLINGS (an
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Origina! Colour Drawing.
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isted denominetion), is lilac for the whole of the
except the value tablet, which sﬁn )

Issed stanys have the centre (Armms) in bladk,
ad a frare design in codlowr. A single arched band
df odour at the top hes the insription BRITISH CENTRAL
africa INWhite elongated sars serif lettering for the
Qgé’\/allﬁs The words PosTAGE & REVENUE (0N

her sick of the shield) are in coloured sars sevif ad
%errré \glyptals for low ardtmh vaues tr?ﬁemve'%f

e valle is expressed in ow values gures
white on a tablet of colour at the bese of the shied,
ad in the high values in words of white lettering
 a ooloured tablet agoss the bottom of the

SE“H“)uere are_no very prominent variations in shece.

The ultramarine colour of the Id and 2/6 is found in

ple and deep shades, and the yellow coowr

;d{;"trefilo IS to be found In a pale ad deep
oN

The isste wes amnounced inthe London Philatelist,
Jure, 1897 (VI., 168), and it is there stated thet on
the receipt of the new stanps the remaincers of
tre previos isse were bumt by order of the
athoities.

Ihe paper is the sare as before watermarked CA
ad CC, but the CC watermark is_upright instead of
S The perforation is 14.  The denomiretions
were 1Id, 2d, 4d, 6d,, Is, 2. 6d., 3s, 4s, £1, ad
£10. The 3. stanp wes withdrawn in 1899, ad a
IG sanp wes added to the series in the sare
%] rvide 2nd Edition, “B.C.A. Postal Guide,”
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1ssue X.—In January, 1898, pending the armival o
a fresh. of the penny value from London, te
authorities recourse to an overprinted provisiordl.
The 3-_stalgp being now in little use owming to the
introduction of an entossed revenue stanp for tre
odllection of the hut tax, this denomination Wes over-
glnted in red_vtglm trE worads gtg@r\&( |_r)1<ty two lires

Romen S. compl Sixty appears
to have beeﬁ%verprinted a ore inpression, and there
IS but ore error to note, in which the word penny 1S
misspelt enney, this error occuring on the ssood
starp inthe fourth row. The type In this overprint
shens Sl(lgt ﬁxesaon of the iniial and firel letters of
the won the sticky red ink hes resulted in freek
doLble offsets, which result in what appears to ke a
double surcharge. )

560 sheets, or 33,600 stanys, are sad to have been
overprinted, and in al probability the *“pnney ” emar
Wes corrected early in the course of printing, &s it is
very scarce, and wes not known to collectors until sone




Corner block, the second stamp being the error PNNEY.
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years after its issle.  The British Central Africa
Gazette OF November 12, 1898, states that 33,420 d
lhe stans Werfe sold, Ieavlng three shests (180 s!mps)

Issue X |.—The next provisional stanp is of
ticular interest owing to the unusual nrethod
production.  The consigment o low value starrps,
which was expected from London, had gore m
the way, and the stods of both the provisional |
. lheregular Id. stamps had given ot

Under date, March | Ith, 1898, the Acting Postrrester-
General, Mr. J. T. Gosling, |$Led1hefola/\mg —

POST OFFICE NOTICE
“Whereas it is enacted by the Post Office Acts tret
the Postester-Gereral should have the gation o

recunnglhepayrrentd‘ postage to be nmece either in
e of stanps,

postace and wheress
N?’es esty's Actl Commissioner and  Corsu-
General approved of the tenporary exercise of this

ght of choice. Notice is Hereby given thet on ad
from this date the pudlic will ke required to nade

%lnmfdﬁemdallmm
eSS atto aﬁ] \éﬁmm the Bntish OentrId %Ird Afn@
orate for whi sta'rpsvm e
ke used (I;’rrO\/ldedaI % osalreadylntrg
pwm joerson accepted mpaynert
postal darg%awardnaybeafﬁMtolettels in tre
odinary way. _
force Al (PR el O L [ b 3
orce ntermal com iddle to a
dwargedonepemy shoud be brought to the Rost
Cffice counter, and payments mecke in cash.
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“Postresters will affix a token to all letters 0
ﬁtﬁdasmlrdcatlmmmepﬁddwgasmeon

‘Ihesetdersare issed for the purpose of %eglan
nmentd administration, and are nat for sdle to the :
they will beuaedody for |r1terralder correspondence.

(SIgI’Bd) “’J T. Gosling,

- Acting Postmaster-General.

"GENERAL POST OFFICE, ZOMBA,
“March 1liA, 1898.”

The drocunstances which led to the exercise of the
Postrrester-General’s gption are detailed in a circular
adoressed by thet dffidd to the stanp trade :—

“General post Office, zomba.
"British Central Africa Protectorate,
March 23rd, 1898.

“Gentlemen,—

o “1 have the honour to tramsmit the
fdloning informretion with reference to a case of stans
df the Protectorate that hes disappeared whilst en roule
framLondon to this place,  The case wes last seen a
G, on or about the 25th of January, when it wes
stoned on board a berge, in the river Zabesi.

" It afterwards disappeared, and, although it is Stated
0 have been lost overboard, there is o satisfactory
evickree that this wes o

" 1he stanps endlosed were of the Id,, 2d., 4d., 6d.,
1/ 26, and 4/ issLes.

1 drdl e dliged if, in the event of your leaming of
SFIdaEy Iargﬁe los in B.CA of these
velues, you will kindly conmrunicate with Grown

D
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Agents for the Colonies, Downing Street, London, a
also with ne direct.
“1 have the honour 1o be, gentlerren,
“Your obedient servart,

“J. T. Gosling,
- Acting Postmaster-General

The tokers referred to in the Post Office Nbtice

gﬁﬂsted d_“stladmas:lvﬁlleabels, printed in two colours, the
re consl ebossed  penny chegue danp

in red, and frare bai of od
printer s rules, and the v\orolsn?n Wabm& ﬂnr?:z/
centre and postace below, the rules and inTERNAL
POSTAGE Inscriptions being m bite. )

e of Hcen oot 1ooare) TS, Sy 10 e ot
rons I 0
Mr. B W. H Poole, in h'rsg rtyol‘ this ISSLe {west
End Philatelist, 1V,, 52) states that—
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“The lines between the stamps, botti vertically and
horizontally, are double, but there is only a single line at the

top of the stamps in the upper row, and at the base of the
stamps in the vertical row. *

This wes only one seiting of the frame, but we
de indired to the opinion thet there were at least
0 Setfings. : :

The centres were ehbossed ore & a tine, the design
d Ihe enbossed part comsisting of a representation of
the ooffee tree from the Arms of the Protectorate, and
trewords one PenNy below it, and BRITISH CENTRAL
AFRICA PROTECTORATE extending round the sides and
KpTrerrEtmdof embossing the centre gave rise to a
runber of more or less interesting emors. — We know of
tre starps with centre inverted, with centre doubly
anbosad with centre missing, and with two centres to
three fraes (the centre being strudk aoross the vertical
frane lines this)

it hes been said that only one sheet wes printed with
inverted_ CENfre.  Such_ staterents must gererally be
taken WIth SOTe reservation, but we have every reason
tobelievemmeﬂ'ﬂndesrmtrmgtmﬂ’e
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market. A sheet of which we have hed inforation
had the top row with centre inverted, and the battam
row with centre mssing

At first, as a safeguard agpinst the illiat imitation o
the they were initialled on the beck by te
Actin mester-General, Mr. J. T. CGosling. "The
initialling appears to have been chiefly with the letters
J. T. G, but sonetines J. G. alore appear.  The firt
16 sheets, or 480 stanys, are understood to have e
initialled, after which a novel schere of secret narking
Wes introduced. )

A st of nurbers and letters wes set up in ardinary

, and impressed without ink on the bedk of te
, 0 that each danp a nurber and a aom

an the back, and we quote his notes on the netter —

*“ So far as the figures are concerned, the arrangement ks
quite systematic, the stamps in the top row being numbered
1to 15, fromright to left, while those in the lower row are
numbered 16 to 30, also from right to left. The letters that
accompany the numbers appear to be quite unintelligible,
though they might have had some significance to the officials
at the lime the stamps were issued. In some cases the
figures are above the letters, in others the letters are over the
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numbers ; and in four stamps on the sheet they are side by
side. 1 have reconstructed the piate, and find the com-
binations of letters and figures on the thirty stamps are as
follows : —

- L o >
TS
~
& w5
n X o 3
< 2
=
N
U u> 5] ooJ
CL
© o N A
N X v
Li. ao m "
o O i‘E
I3
9 N tht *
< ©
X - N
(;{ x ry m
B
£ Q & I
T 9 9
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"The letters and figures are not, as a rule, in line above
each other, as shown in the diagram. Usually, one is to
the left of the stamp, and the other to the right.”

o S vy e e g
oe i o
dangcbdﬁepapera‘[?t% other sheet o tre
lower helf of the reverse sice.  The rules are icentical
in both sheets, and both have the untnked tye

i
i%dated‘ﬁeﬁrst isste of these stanys or tdes
arobably March 1i, 1898, the stanps being Im
were later (’? June) perforated, tre
gaiﬁed"me oration being 12.

e have 1t on the authority of the British central
Afr%zettefm 23?{%(3(‘% thedtoka Bagh\er%%
in ing paid in
different Post Offices In acoorobrnewm the Post
COffice notice quoted on page in lﬁ

tre
oj

begmngof Novermoer, 1898, afreshsqapl o
%%r slaps having been recelved the use of
doandoned. The missing oorslgrrert
starrps ultlrmtely tumed up early in 1899, and saed
the necessity of gquarding against their msuse
any further owerprinting or  other
provisiondl.
MIS%QI — Lat%flr%ré%o tlhe colours Ofdﬂ'gggd,
stans regular were
the' centre being printed in \nolett):ﬂeeadfl 0552
frare of the Id being carminerose, of the 4d. dlve
ad Of the 6d. h’CN\ﬂ The [Paper remained
sne, “Cown CA” ad the perforation
14,
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hglﬁue err;c@ series of ten valueslgocg Ktljggs
stans its appearance in
ﬂ‘ﬂ:dlolded |r_1m1he Monthly glllr(ajéglr foerd ﬂ‘E L |
e starrpsare ourt ve ow

\aLe%eaﬁd 2d., 4d., and I/- belrg
grll sz ad V\aterrmrked Cronn CA, ﬁve
higer values, 2 6, 4/-, 10/-, £l, and £10 being of
tre larger size and watemarked Croan CC.
% zé(l}I perforated 14. eOlAbou{che April, 19r(f)gced the |

stans appeared on new su paper
waterarked Multiple Cronn CA.

*&CA
CA'f’



Map of Nyasaland Prolectorate.



Chapter |V.

Nyasaland Protectorate Issue.

Issue XIV.

Y an Order in Council of July 6, 1907, published

N ﬂ’E_Lon_don Gazelle, en‘qer 3, 1907,

the desigration of the territory ously knoan

as the British Central Africa Protectorate wes
chaged to that of Nyasaland Protectorate, and a new
Corstitution was established and cane into force n
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Cctober 21, 1907. The change of nane led o a
charged‘sta‘rm and a new series conmenced ©
meke its appearance about July, 1908. It |samoargs
aa“%ﬁ'? e e LA T Hirthes. o

or ue printings venous
e R P
ernory orate. UeS ae,

2'6, 4~ 10/~ £l, aml

£10 Thel/ IS ons"‘ge Crovvn CA
Ad ad Id on usufaced Multi Cmoer
al the rest are_ on surfaced It|e e,
perforated 4. The 4d. is reoorded with inerted

JI The earliest knoan postrark is Zon,
u

stm‘gsoftm\@llmﬁd to 1/~ are printed in
sheets of 120 in of 60 starps each (ten rons
of six), the hi values 26 to £10, in sheets of sy
in five rons t\/\elvestarrps



Chapter V.
Postmarks.

HERE IS considerable confusion over the cancelling
marks seen on the uncer review in this
the wmllmmren% Illtﬂemstal ekl

oS | or Jouroses
ad those intended for fiscd use were at tines used
~ indisoimiretely, and this hes given rise to the -
tin thet sore of the g}gthﬁsaal_ stanps overprint
B.CA on the British Africa conpany’s issUes
were used postally. We quote soe correspondence
a ths point from which 1t is clear that where (as
coutless wes the case in several districts) the Post-
nmester and Revenue Officer wes ore and the sane
indvidd, it wes an easy mistake to ue the tax
cacdliation mlieu of the postal one, and vice versa.
The first two letters were addressed to Messrs.
Whitfield King & Co. by the Postrmaster-General.
Nov. 13ih. 18%.
"SIRS: 1 have the honour to inform you, in reply to
your inquiry of yesterday, that none of the Revenue stamps
of British Central Africa were ever used postally.
“The one you sent me has been taken off an expired
license, and has been improperly obliterated.
“There is a special stamp issued to cancel Revenue
stamps, and in addition Revenue officers are instructed to
write the date across the stamp.
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“In tlie case in question the Revenue officer at Port
Herald is also Postmaster, and the mistake has thus arisen.
“ 1return the stamp sent for me to see.
“ | have the honour to be, sirs,
" Your obedient Servant,
“ (Signed) J. E. McMaster,
‘“Postmaster-General, B.C.A."

Brussels,
December 19//1 1896.

“SIRS:—1I have the honour to enclose for your perusal
a letter from the Postmaster of Port Herald, B.C. Africa,
with reference to the Revenue stamps of that Protectorate.

" You will note that the said Revenue stamps were never
used poslally, and that the cancellation with the postal
postmark was, as | expected, a mistake on the part of the
Postmaster, who, as collector of Revenue of the same
district, was supplied with two sets of obliterators, one for
poslal and one for the Revenue purposes, and in error used
the postal obliteration for the Revenue purposes.

“ 1 have the honour to be, sirs,

“ Your obedient servant,
“ (Signed) J. E. MCMASTER,
“ Postmaster-General, B.C.A.

Copy of teller from Postmaster of Port Herald

enclosed in above —
SURBITON,
December 18/A 1896.
“SIR : In reply to your letter of the 14th inst., 1have
the honour to inform you that those long Revenue stamps
you mention were never used postally, and the reason the
dale-stamp appears on them was that, having a large number
of the papers to issue one day, it saved time, as it did away
with the necessity of writing in the date in ink on the tax
stamps.
“ | have the honour to be, sir,
* Your obedient Servant,
"(Signed) H. Galt,
Postmaster, Port Herald.
The Postmaster-General,
B.C. Africa.
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The vl hut tax cancellation appears to hawe
cssted of a large cirde with the words British
Centrdl Africa within, conforing to the circumference
o the drde, and the town nae either aoross the
oatre or at the bottom between the ming of
“British “ad the ed of “A frica” _InIs canr-
odlation is found both dated and undated in black; in
videt, and in light blue.  In soe ceses the dite is in
W’ ad |rr1\ass$§]czasa is Wlt'tﬁ? in afttler_lhe

[ inoressed. e cancellations
d ths asésa%haemurrbrwr notice have
emareted from the folloning gaoes —

Buo, Blantyre, Mianui, Deep Bay, West
Shire, Johrston, Karonga, Port Herald,

A similar_large circular mark is insoribed ““ Her
Britamnic Mgjesty’s Consular Court Blantyre.  Director
o Qstmszg el—Bitish Central Africa."”  This,
df course, is nat a postal cancellation.

The smdll size marks which nmay be taken generally
to be the postal obliterations are in a variety of
fans—oval, circular, and the familiar ““ squared circle™
I()Ip_ There are sll, oval-shaped marks conosed

f thidk lines with the centre broken by a rectangular

erdng containing nurerals, of which we have seen or

re?a'ted numbers 563, 833, 852, 854, 855, 860,
863, 871, 872, and (?) 903. As these numeral narks
ae nosly on the dd British South Africa Com
s stans overprinted B.C.A., we approached the

& to whether there wes any key to the

e of nureral canodllations, but no such key
5



Chapter VI

Proofs, Colour Inals, etc.

their collections we append a list of proofs and
colour trials we have noted.
Isste VII.—Id  imperforate proof in pee
-béok, mounted on card,
ssue IX—Id The origind colour drawing (illus-
trated on 47) s in green (frame) and yella/v-green
? e tablet is in ultranerine.
d. Colour trials : olive-green and grey-

gy gfeen ard gt Al

stre-bra/\n and gr -geen
' blstre-brann and ack.
3] a-l m 0’\/
" calmrey?ose and bla:k
Id Irrperf ate I(l)lgrcardaog&yegl %&k
o in ours.
%(Si Esswrrperforgtg proo(f]I in accept (ed oolours. 48)
' our draw e |n
lilac " (frame and ng) page
tablet).

FOR the assistance of collectors adding proofs to
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2. 6d  Colour trial : ollve-brovmardgrey-black
violet and bl

IG Colour trial : yellow-green and %%/ black
Iste XII1.—Colour Trids on singe
Frame in first colour.
d grey black and grey black orange and mauve,
gey green and maue, bite and grey, grey black and
naue, purple and mewve, pale brown and grey, broan
ad camine, mawve and degp brown, camre and
Galmrestoneandpurpl sagegreenamlbluegr%n
tm/\nand rple, geenandpurple mauve and green,
green, camine broann, green ad
hmnstoneamlcannrle
X 6d. (Snge CA paper) orangeandgeen green
broan, carmire and green, broan and purple,
tm/\namlgeenblad< culpurplecarmneand
Hads brignt violet and dull purple, carmine and dull
pupe, lilec and aul purple, bright green and dul
Sge

~We havemo%& overprlnted “Specinmen'* of
IX., XIL, and XIlI., ad they are
rrdjddytobeobtalnedofalltheregularlw
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Chapter Vill.

Check List.

Stamps of the British South Africa Company
overprinted B.C.A. in black hy Messrs. Bradbury,
Wilkinson & @., Ltd., London, Value in second
colour. Perforated 14.

Isstce . April, 1891.
Id black -
2d een and vermilion (Shacks).
4d red-brown and black (shedes).
6d ultramarine (shadks).

6d deep blue.

s8d rose-lake and blue (shadks).
Is brown.

2s vermilion

2s6d pale lilac.

5 orange-yellow (shadks).

10S degp gwn

£1 deep bite.

£2 rose-red

£5 sage-green.
£10 broan.



CHECK LIST. n

varieties, Al values up to 10s in this ad
thehfollowng issues (1.-VI.) may be foud

Thick letters B.C.A.
Thin letters
Stop varieties.

Iste Il.  August, 1892. Additional overprint in

“ Four S hillingst(' on 5s orange-yellow.

Isse 1. February, 1893.
4s date and vermilion.

Ie IV. oOctober, 1893. Additional overprint
in black- .
“Three Shillings” on 4s. slate and vermilion.

|$B\_/. October, 1895.
3s light broann and green.

Issuie VI. 1895. cConversion of the 2d stamp of
Issue I. for service as |Id denomination.

2d sea-green and vermilion, bisected diagonally for
use as 1d.

Additional overprint in black-
"ONE PENNY.” on 2d. _ Stop after
“PENNY.”  (Printed at Cape Town.)

Varieties.
Double overprint
Initial or firel letters out of aignet.
Double int without stop after

“PENNY ” (the Blantyre setting).
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Issues of the British Central africa Protectorate.
Printed hy Messrs. De La Rue & Co. Ltd., in
London.

Isste VII. 1895. No watermark. Perforated
14. ergélln second colour. (Sn‘a" )
type).
2d and black "
4d buff-broan and black i
6d ultramarine and bladk ”
g odl e amarg %I:kad< (large type)
2560 ImMave arge type).
3 yellow and black ”
5 olive and black ,
£ 1 orange and black ”
£10 vemilion and black ”
£25 blue-green and black

Issce VIII. February, 1896. Watermarked
Crown CA. Perforated 14. Arms in second colour.
Id black @@ell type).
2d green and black "
4d orange-bronn and black  ,,
6d ultramarine and black "
Is rose and black "
Watermarked Crown CC sideways. Perforated

14. Arms in second colour.
2s6d mawve and black  (large type).
3 yellow and black ,
5s olive and black "
£1 bright bive and black .,
£10 vemilion and black "
£25 green and black ’



CHECK LIST. 13

Ise IX. 1897. Arms type re-drawn. Water-
marked Crown CA. Perforated 14. Frame in
colour. Arms in black-

1d ultramanne.
2d yellow.

4d camire.
6d Sea-green,
1S lilac.

Watermarked Crown CC. Perforated 14.
Frame in colour. Arms in black-

2s 6d Ultramarire.

K3 )

4s camre.

I3 olive-green [1899].
£! lilac.

£10 yellow.
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Isste X. January, 1898. 3s. stamp of Issue IX.
overprinted in red.
“ONE PENNY" on 35, sea-green and black

Error.

“ONE PNNEY” for “ONE
PENNY?”

Isstce XI. March 1i, 1898. Printed and em-
bossed locally. Imperforate. Frame in blue. Centre

in red.
Id red and blue (shadks).
Varieties.
Initialled on back J.T.G. or J.G.
Uninked type inpressions on back
Centre inverted.
Centre doubly enbossed
Centre mssing
Two centres aoross three fraes.
Enoossing die broken.
The same but perforated /2.
Id red and blue (
Varieﬂﬁ_. ed tym i . back
inked type inpressios an
Enossing die broken.



CHECK LIST. 6

Regular Issue in New Colours.

issce XIl. 1900. Wwatermarked Crown CA.
‘Perforated 14. Arms in_second colour.
Id carmine-rose and lilac,
4d dlive-green and lilac.
6d brown and lilac.

King's Head Series. Printed in London hy
Messrs. De la Rue & Co., Ltd.

Iste X1, 1903-4. watermarked Crown Cj4.
Perforated 14. Centre in second colour.
Id camine and grey-black.
2d e and megenta.
4d black and slate-green.
6d burf-brown and grey-black.
Is blue and grey-black.

Varieties.

Id watermarked, Multiple Crown CA
1907.

6d ” ” ”

Watermarked Crown CC. Perforated /4. Centre
in secondéolour. and |a[e.green
2s 60 green S I
4s mave and lilac.
10s black and slate-green.
£1 camire and grey-black.
£10 blue and grey-black.
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. [13
Issue for the newly designated Nyasaland
Protectorate.”” Printed in London by Messrs. De
la Rue & Co., Ltd.

Isste XIV. 1908. Watermarked Crown CA
(various papers). Perforated 14.
JFelgreen (multiple wirk, ordinary paper).
Id cammine
Sdpurpl)emyellowpaper (muttiple wirk., surfaced

4dpg§er}nne and black on yellow paper (mutige
wirk., surfaced paper).

Is blads on green paper (singe CA, sufaced
paper’

Watermarked Multiple Crown CA. Perforated

2s6d camine and black

4s black and camire.

10S red and 0N green paper.
£1 black and purple on red paper.



ANNOUNCEMENTS.
No. | Nowon Sale.  Price, 6d; post free, 7bl
Great Britain: Line-Engraved Stamps.

*Plain Anchor,"” the well-known specialist in (hese
Stamps, says : “ It is by far the most clear, concise, well-illustrated,
and well-got-up work on the subject that 1 know of, and truly
wonderful with nearly fifty illustrations for sixpence.”

No. 3 ready in February.

United States, 1847-1869.
Fully illstrated.
Frontispiece :  Portrait of
Benjamin Franklin, Postmester-General.

ND. 4 ready about April.

Gambia.
lllustrated with a nunter of Conplete Sheets.

Subscription Orders for the first series of eight
books (472 post free) should be booked at once.
Single copies. 6d net ; 7Jd post free.  Adver-
tisement Rates on application to the Publishers,
47, Strand, W.C.



The Melville Stamp Books can be Hd fl’m‘l
the Publishers a 47, Strand, or at the sare price
from the falloning Philatelic Societies and Dealers —

B B kirBY (Hon. Librarian, Junior Philatelic
Society), 74 Alleyn Road, Dulwich, London, SE
Sotity, LS Basrs N Gt

Iety), e, , )
E)'(_lety?: Johnson, 44, Heet Street, La‘d]’l,

Chas. Nissen &CO, 7, SOUtI‘BITpton RQN,
London, W.C. _

Victor Marsh, 389, Brixton M,
London, S.W.

The New England Stamp CO., 12, Bom
field Street, Boston, Mbss., U.S.A.

Harry L Perkins, Box 176, Hartford.
Conn,, U.S.A.

Henry J. Dicke (fOI’ the New York Stan
Society), 544, Bsst 89th St., New York, U.S.A.

Special termrs are quoted to Philatelic Societies and
to the Trade for these books, with n%g o indusion to
the abowe list in forthooming issues.  For full particulars

y to the Publishers, 47, Strand, London, W.C.
isement rates quoted on goplication to the
sae :



SPECIALITY
MAY ISSUES

(See next page.)

V.

47,

H .Peckitt,

STRAND, w.c.

Dealer in

RARE STAMPS.
( See next page.)



NEW ISSUE SERVICE

The only satisfactory way to collect
Modern Stamps is to take them in
as they are issued. | supply all
New Issues of British Colonial
Stamps at io per cent, over face
value to clients of my New Issue
Service.  Complete Distributions.
Simple Accounts. Write for Ex-
planatory Circular.

RARE STAMPS BOUGHT

I am always open to receive Offers
of Kare Stamps or Collections, but
they must be fine. Only Stamps
in the finest condition are of use
to me, and | am prepared to pay
the best prices if the Stamps are
superb.

W. H. PECKITT,

47, Strand, London, w.c.

Telephone: Gerrard 3204. Cables : “ Peekitt, London."



BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA.

CAN supply practically all the varieties described in this

book, and have most of the high values in slock, used
and unused. | shall be pleased to send selections, large or
small, to any collector, or my books will he gladly shown to
any callers at 47, STRAND.

1891-3. My books contain a fine display of the
Company’s Stamps surcharged H.C.A., including
the pound values, and the 3s, on 4s., and 4s. on
5s. provisionals.

1895. Of the id. on 2d. | have both the double
surcharges, the Blantyre and the Cape Town.
1S95. hi"st Type. A fine lot, with and without

watermark.

1897. Re-drawn Type. Includes a very good show
of the 3s. sea-green, and the error “ Pnnky”
on 3s.

189S. Cheque Provisional. A nice lot, used and
unused.

All subsequent Issues—fine, used, and unused—in singles,
pairs, and blocks.

NYASALAND PROTECTORATE.

Through the medium of my NEW ISSUE SERVICE
forthcoming New Issues in British Colonial Stamps may
hil had on very advantageous terms. It will pay any collector
»l British Colonials to subscribe to this Service, and get New
Stamps as they are issued at 10 per cent, over face.

SEE OPPOSITE PAGE.
/ BUY fine Specialised Collections
of any Coloniesfor Cash. --------—--

W. M. PECKITT, 47,Strand, London, w .c.

Telegrams and Cables: * Peckitt, London.”
Telephone: Gerrard 3204.



THE NEWEST AND BEST
STAMP ALBUM.

Loose, Moveable Leaves.

THE SECTIONAL IMPERIAL ALBUM.
Now Ready. Section I. GREAT BRITAIN
(86 pages).
Price j 'q, or post free in Great Britain, 4/-; abroad, 4/3.

T his Section includes all Postage, Official, Fiscal Postals, and
Telegraph Stamps ; but although only sold together, each of the
above groups is printed on separate pages, and any one of them
may be omitted if the collector does not wish to include it, but
the section is only sold as a whole at above price.

The following Sections (aliout 70 countries) are now ready :—

W est Indies,

North American Colonies,
African Colonies, and
European Colonies.

Circular, with full details, prices, and specimen section on
correct paper, sent post free on receipt of card.

BINDERS.

These are extremely simple, and will hold from 20 to 200
leaves each.
No. 33—Bound in Cloth, 6/6, post free in U.K,
d 34— 1 Morocco, 15/6 . .

Collectors in U.S. and Canada can get Circular and Prices
with duty added from

STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc.,
198, Broadway, New Y ork.

All others should apply to

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited,

391, STRAND, LONDON, w.c.
(Opposite Hotel Cecil).



BRIDGER & KAY,

71, Fleet Street, e.c.

E hold one of the Finest Stocks of IsC.A. and
W other Colonials in England. Send us your Want List
4ir ask for a Selection.

OUR PRICES FOR B.C.A.

Unused. Us%(ii Unused. Used.
s. G s Q S. d. S. d.
1891, Set id to 10s Feb., 1896. C.A.
(including Ssolive, -21 0 7 &
both shades £1 blue, - 756 650
ofod), ~ m360 — 4997 i - 02 o0
1892, 35044, +350 326 ' vell 04
Gonse 178 %0 dylow il ey
1895, !g on gg - 26 36 6dgreen, m 12 | o
! Or(]iouf)le 50 is lilac, - 16 16
1895, No wmk., peri. 14 & gf'eebr']“e'_ e
id black, - 10 10 4s carmine, 6 0
2dgreen, ¢« 26 20 - ' -
4d brown, » 30 26 los green, 16 0 -
6d blue T 30 S El lilac, «28 0 110
iscarmine, 80 7 ¢ bllaglzm(lzz\rllv-’
2s6dmauve. 21 0 18 6 lati . A12
3syellow, - 140 5§ C.g atlé)n, q 12 47 6
Ssolive, 240 150 1898 id red and
£1 orange, 80 0 32 6 blue, imperi.80 0 2 6
£\0 vermilion, £y los Eﬁ red ar}d )
Z25 green, £17 10s. blue, perf., — i 8
Feb., 1896, C.A. id error, in-

"id black. - 0 4i 0 verted centre, £50 __
2d green, m i 3 -3 1900, id carmine, 03 0 Ij
4lbrown, » 26 24 4(1 olive-
6d blue, - 20 20 green, 10 09
is rose, - 63 39 6d brown,- i 0 09
2S 6d black 1903-4. Single C.A.

and lilac, 106 100 Set id tois, 3 0
3syellow, « 100 3¢ 2s6d to£l1, 420 —

“B. KF Items gives prices for Single C.A.'s.



G ibbons’ S tamp W eekly,
WITH WHICH IS AMALGAMATED

“THE MONTHLY JOURNAL.

The most popular Weekly Stamp Journal for the
General Collector and Specialist.

Prepaid Subscriptions must commence with the current
number, and can he had for 3, 6, or 12 months at the following
rates, post free :—3 months, 1/8; 6 months, 3/3; 12 months, 6/6.

The last number in each month is a special number that is
edited by Major Edward B. Evans, and which contains
Original Articles by the leading writers of the day.

The other numbers are edited by Chas. J. Phillips.

About every other number contains an offer of a Special
Bargain to Subscribers.

Many numbers will contain a List of Stamps we wish lo
purchase for cash.

During 1909 an important Series of Articles will appear upon

THE POSTMARKS OF
THE BRITISH ISLES
From 1840 to the Present Time,

compiled from Official Records by the late Mr. J. G. Hkndy,
Curator of the Records Room, General Post Office (with many
hundreds of illustrations).

Arrangements have also been made for many important
Articles by the Leading Philatelists at home and abroad.

Specimen Copies sent postfree on application.

New ioo-Page Pamphlet, containing over One Thousand
Packets and Sets of Stamps at bargain rates, and full particulars
of Stamp Albums, Catalogues, Handbooks, and all Requisites
of the Stamp Collector sent post free on application to

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited,

391, STRAND, LONDON, w.c.
(Opposite Hotel Cecil).

Collectors in the United States and Canada should apply to
STANLEY GIBBONS, Inc.,

198, Broadway, New York.



JULES BERNICHON,
4, Rue Rochambeau (SqQuare Montholon),

Telephone 250-95. PARIS, Telephone 250-95.

Member o/ the Jury at the Philatelic Exhibitions 0/
Geneva, 1896— Turin, iSqS-—Manchester, quq—La Haye, 1QOI—
Berlin, 1904—Paris, 1S94, 1Q00 -

Makes a Speciality of

RARE STAMPS, Used and U nused,
OF ALL COUNTRIES.

LARGE STOCK. Without rival in France.

Franck, singles, pairs, blocks of 4, téte-béche, essays.
French Colontes provisionals. E urope.
British Colonies. Holland and Colonies.
United States of America.

Envelopes, entire. Post Cards and pneumatic cards.
Cut Envelopes. Russian Locals.

Official Catalogue of the Société Francaise de Timbrohgie.

The most complete of all Catalogues. 2 vols., 1700 pages,
10,000 illustrations, 187,000 prices. Post Free, Frs. 5.60.

General Catalogue.

The preceding Catalogue, but reduced to 1030 pages
Post Free, Frs. 3 50.

special ternis to the trade.

PRICE LIST OF SETS IN PREPARATION.
Nearly 3000 Sels, including Russian locals.

Sent Free on Application.



Stamp Collections Register.

We have many collections offered to us that for one reason or
another we do not wish to purchase, and we have therefore
decided to open this “ Stamp Collections Register” in order to
bring under the notice of our 12,000 readers of the “ Stamp
W eeklyn the different properties that may be placed in our
hands. In addition to publishing this Register in our paper, we
also issue the Register in pamphlet form and send it to a large
number of good buyers who do not subscribe to “ G.S. W.”

The follow ing will be the first conditions that must be agreed
to when we enter a collection upon this Register :—
1. —The owner in ail cases to fix the price at which his collection k
offered for sale,

2. —The owner to pay us the sum of one guinea (,£1 1/-) for expenses
before we enter a collection in our Register.

3. —The owner to pay us a commission cf ten per cent. (10%) upon the
amount at which we sell his collection.

wenty Pou
—Collectlons are offered without any guarantee on the part of Stanley
Gibbons, Ltd., either as to the genuineness or condition of the
stamps; but S. G., Ltd., are willing to report on any stamps in
Collections on the’ Register at their usual terms,
10.—Collectors are advised to fix the very lowest price they will accept
in the first instance, as ibis will ensure a quicker sale and save
correspondence.
it. —It will greatly facilitate a sale if the owner will calculate the current
catalogue price of his stamps, and state the number of stamps in
his collection.
Do you want to purchase a really Cheap, Specialised, or General

Collection ?  If so, consult our “ Stamp Collections Register."

Do you want to sell your Collection, or any part of it, at the
small commission of Ten per cent. ? If so, enter it in our
"Stamp Collections R egisterand the announcement «ill lie
seen by more than Twenty Thousand Collectors—a greater
publicity than you can obtain by any other means.

List of marly Rifiy Collections entered on
the Register, sent post free on demand.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Limited,
391, STRAND, LONDON, w.c.

4. —Collections should be sent to 391, Strand, London, in order that
a careful and detailed description may be written.

5. —Collections may be inspected at 391, Strand, W.C.

6. —The buyer will not be required to pay any commission of any kind.

7. —Under no circumstances will the name of the buyer or seller be
divulged.

8. —No collection wiII be entered in this Register at a less price than

9.



J W. JONES,

Spfculist in Stamps,

444, STRAND, LONDON, w.c.,

Carries a Fine Stock o0f Stamps
of AIl Countries, and makes a
Speciality of

BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA.

All my Stamps are in finest procurable
condition, and prices low as possible.

A FEW GOOD THINGS IN B.C.A.

ist issue, £i mint, . . . . 70/-.
- on 4/-, mint, . . . . . 45/..
4/ on 5/-, yellow mint, . . . . g/..
£1 orange, no wmlt, . . . . 35/-.
/1 blne, C and CC, . . . . 60/-.
3~ dilli green, used, . 20/-.
id lilantyre Provisional, with Postmasters Inltlals 12/-,
6d KIf, multiple, used, . . . . 4

List 01 1000 Sets Free on Application.

Stamps of All Countries exchanged or purchased
to any amount.

Soie Address—

44, STRAND, LONDON

(Opposite Charing Cross Station).



WANTED FOR CASH

REALLY LARGE and IMPORTANT
Collections of Postage Stamps. We are
THE buyers for GREAT Collections, and
ALL Collections that have been sold in
Great Britain at £ 10,000 each, and over,
HAVE BEEN PURCHASED BY US.

We are also open to purchase Really Fine Specialized
Collections, especially of the following Countries :—

Great Britain. Japan.

German States. Venezuela.
Finland. Bahamas.
Sicily. British Guiana.
France. . Canada.
Sweden. Cape ok Good Hope
A rgentine. Ceylon.

Buenos Avyres. Fiji.

Uruguay. Grenada.
Chili. India.
Denmark. Mauritius.
Egypt and Sudan. Natal.
Hawaiian. = Trinidad, and

A1l Australian Stamps.

Stanley G ibbons, L imited,

391, STRAND, LONDON, w.c.



BOOKS BY FRED. ;. MEL VILLE.

POSTAGE STAMPS WORTH
FORTUNES.

(Second Edition.)

llustrated with over ioo Photographic Reproductions of the
World’s Rarest Postage Stamps.

Post Free, 7d.

A PENNY ALL THE WAY.
THE STORY OF PENNY POSTAGE.

FULLY ILLUSTRATED.

The story of Penny Postage is related from its earliest inception
in 1659 to the consummation of Penny Postage between Great
Britain and America on 1st October, 1908.

Second Edition, Post Free, 7d.

Afew Copies of the First and Serena’ American Editions are
also available at if each ; post free, ill.

HAWAIIAN POSTAGE STAMPS

IN TIIE COLLECTION OF
MR. HENRY J. CROCKER OF SAN FRANCISCO.

A Reprint, with eight fine Plates, of an Interview with the
Onner oi the greatest collection of these Stamps.

Post Free, 172

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



fiv. THF, SAME AUTHOR.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
CHINA.

With rm account of the Chinese Imperial Post.
Illustrated with Collotype Plates.

i/-. Post Free, i/i.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
SARAWAK.

With an account of the Sarawak Post Oftice.
Illustrated with Collotype Plates.

i/-. Post Free, i/ih

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
HAYTI.

A fascinating study of the Stamps of the Black Republic,

i/-. Post Free, i/i.

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



RY THE SAME AUTHOR.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
GREAT BRITAIN.

i/-. Post Free, z/r.

THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF
THE UNITED STATES.

OUT OF PRINT.

The only Illustrated Handbook on the Postal Issues of the
eat American Republic. Will be partly re-written, and issued
innew form in the Melville Stamp Books.

SIAM: ITS POSTS AND
POSTAGE STAMPS.

6. Post Free, yd.

ABC ok STAMP COLLECTING.

19 Plates. 160 rr.

The handiest and best Guide for the beginner, and a most
readable 1ktok for medium and advanced collectors.

Row in Stock.  Cloth bound, I/-; postfree, 1/1l

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.



HY THE SAME AUTHOR.
THE LADY FORGER.

A Philatelic Play, as staged and produced by the Junior
Philatelic Society.

2/6. Post Free, 2/7.

THE TAPEING COLLECTION.

The only Guide and Index to this great collection.
With Portraits and lllustrations.

1/-. Post Free, i/i.

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

T he Queen’s and High Cliffe Hotel,
CLIFTONVILLE, MARGATE.

ILATELISTS recognise this as an ideal Hotel for a
holiday. It occupies a grand situation in large private
grounds on the “ Queen’s Promenade,” extending to the edg

of the cliffs, with large Tennis and Croquet Lawns, also new
Bowling Green, Clock Golf Course, and Practice Putting-Green.
Over 130 sunny Rooms looking right oyer the sea. Handsomely
appointed Reception Rooms and spacious Lounge, Lecture and
Recreation Room. Private Orchestra; Entertainments and
Dances frequently given ; Special Programmes at Faster,
Whitsun, and Christmas. Renowned Cuisine and Choice yt mes.
Complete Installation for Electric and Chemical Baths, Heat-
ment, etc. Electric Lift and Light. Billiard and Photographers
Dark Room. Hairdressing Saloon. Library and Reading-
Room-principal Philatelic Papers taken. Adjoining Sands,
and best Sea-Bathing. ~Near three Gull Links. Inclusive
Pension Terms Irom 10,6 per day.

Ilustrated Tariff free from the Managing Direilor,
A. LEON ADUTT, f.R.P.S.L.



Britisk Central Africa.
Nyasaland Protectorate

PRINTED BY BRADBURY, WILKINSON AND CO.
PRINTED BY DE LA RUE AND CO.
HKITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY’'S STAMPS OVERPRINTED B.C.J1
APRIL, 1891. AUGUST, 1892. FEBRUARY, 1893.
DCI HIER, 1893. OCTOBER, 1895. 1895 PROVISIONAL.
1898 PROVISIONAL.
1395. Ni WATERMARK, PERI'. 14. MARCH, 1898, PROVISIONAL.
1896, WMK. CROWN C./1, PERE. 14.
1896, WMK. CROWN CC., PERE. 14."
1897, WMK. CROWN C./1.,, PERE. 14.
1897, WMK. CROWN C.C., PERE. 14.
1900, WMK. CROWN C.A., PERE. 14.
1903-4, WMK. CROWN C.A., PERE. 14.

1903-4, WMK. CROWN C.C., PERE. 14.

190U amK CROWN C.J1. 1908, WMK. MULTIPLE CROWN C.A
ILANTYRE PRINTING. CAPE TOWN PRINTING.
KOR “ PNNEY.” IMPERFORATE. PERE. 12.
1F IILE SURCHARGE. INITIALLED ON REVERSE.
WINKED TYPE ON REVERSE. CENTRE INVERTED.
"Pl um.K CROWN C.J. THIN LETTERS. THICK LETTERS.
- bp VARIETIES. POSTMARK VARIETIES. PROOFS.

i-RPRINTED “ SPECIMEN.” PERE. 14. PERE. 14.



