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INTRODUCTION,

o all institutions of modern times, there is, p%rhaps,
none so pre-eminently a people’s institution as is the Post-
office. Not only does it carry letters and newspapers
everywhere, both within and without the kingdom, but
it is the transmitter of messages by telegraph, a vast
banker for the savings of the working-classes, an insurer,
of lives, a carrier of parcels, and a distributor of various
kinds of government licenses. Its services are claimed
exclusively or mainly by no one class; the rich, the poor,
the educated, and the illiterate, and, indeed, the young'aa
well as the old—all have dealings with the Post-office.

Yet it may seem strange that an institution which is fa- T

miliar by its operations to all classes alike, should be so
little known by its internal management apd organiza-
tion. J1 few persons, no doubt, have been privileged to
see the interior working of some important Post-office,
but it is the bare truth to say that the people know notte
mg of what goes on within the doors of that ubiquitous
establishment. When it is remembered that the metro!
poi itan offices of London, Edinburgh, and Dublin have to
maintain touch with every petty office, and every one of
andVraT*,[?!'* 1bro“ih°“t England, Scotland,
and Ireland , that discipline ha. to bo eternised every-
there; that a system of accounting must necessarily Ye
maintained, reaching to the remoteet comer,; and that-

s
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the whole threads have to be gathered op and made an-
awerable to the great head, which is London—some vague
idea may be formed of what must come within the view
of whoever pretends to a knowledge of Post-office work.
But intimately connected with that which was the orig-
inal .work of the Post-office, and is still the main work—
the conveyance of letters—there is the subject of circu-
lation, the simple yet complex scheme under which let-
ters flow from each individual centre to every other part
of the*country. Circulation as a system is the outcome
of planning, devising, and scheming by many heads dur-
ing a long series of years—its object, of course, being to
bring letters.to their destinations in the shortest possible
time. So intricate and delicate is the fabric, that by in-
terference an unskilled band could not fail to produce an
effect upon the structure analogous to that which would
certainly follow any rude treatment applied to a house
built of cards.

These various subjects, especially when they have be-
come settled into the routine state, might be considered
M affording a poor soil for the growth of anything of
interest—that is, of curions interest— apart from that
which duty calls upon a man to show in his proper work.
Yet the Post-office is not without its veins of humor,
though the metal to he extracted may perhaps be scanty
os compared with the vast extent of the mine from which
it has to he taken.

The compiler of the following pages has held an ap-
pointment in the Post-office for a period of twenty-five
years — the best, perhaps, of his life; and during that
term it has been his practice to note and collect facts
connected with the Department whenever they appeared
of a curious, interesting, or amusing character. While
making use of such notes in connection with this work,



introduction.

be bas bad reemme to the Poat-offloe Armas! B U »J1 *£
old official documenta, to boota on varions subjects, and
to™newspapers, a., of which have been laid under contri-
bution to furnish material for these pages.

The work is in no sense a historical work: it deals
with the lighter features of a plain, matter-of-fact depart-
ment; and though some of the incidents mentioned may
be deemed of trivial account, they will be found, it iS
thought, to have at least a curious or amusing side.

The author desires to mention that he has received
valuable help from several of his brother officers, who
have supplied him with facts or anecdotes; and to these,
as well as to gentlemen who have lent him books or
given him access to files of old newspapers, he expresses
his grateful acknowledgments. He also tenders his sin-
cere and respectful thanks to the Postmaster-general for
permission granted to make extracts from official papera.

The Post-office renders an unpretending yet most im-
portant service to commerce and to society; and it will
be a source of deep gratification to the author if what he
has written should inspire in the reader a new and unex-
pected interest in “ the hundred-handed giant who keeps
up the intercourse between the different parts of the
country, and wafts a sigh from Indus to the Pole.”

Kots. The Author will be glad to be furnished with any curious facte
or anecdotes relating to the post-office, either from his brother officers or
the public, for use in the event of further editions being called for
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THE ROYAL MAIL

CHAPTER .
OLD ROADS.

T he present generation, who are accustomed to see the streets of
our cities paved with wood or stone, or otherwise so laid out as to
provide a hard and even surface suited to the locomotion of wheeled
vehicles, or who by business or pleasure have been led to journey
over the principal highways intersecting the kingdom in every direc-
tion, can form no idea of the state of the rpads in thiscountry during
the earlier years of the post-offlee—or even in times comparatively re-
cent—unless their reading has led them to the perusal of accounts
written by travellers of the periods we now refer to. The highway«
of the present day, radiating from London and the other large centre«
of industry, and extending their arms to every corner of the landp
arc well nigh perfect in their kind, and present a picture of careful
and efficient maintenance. Whether wp look, for example, at the
great north road leading from London, the Carlisle to Glasgow road,
or the Highland road passing through Dunkeld, we*find the road«
have certain features in common: a broad, hard roadway for vehi-
cles; a neatly kept foot-path where required; limita strictly defined
by trimmed hedges, stone walls, or palings; and means provided for .
earn ing off surface-water. The picture will, of course, vary as the
traveller proceeds, flat country alternating with undulating country,
and wood or moorland with cultivated fields; but the chief charac-
teristics remain the same, constituting the roads as worthy of the
age wec live in. '

How the people managed to get from place to place before the
post office had a history, or indeed for long after the birth of that
institution, it is hard to conceive. Then the roads were little better

ban tracks worn out of the surface of the virgin land-proceeding
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in some cases in a manner approaching to a right line, over hills
down valleys, through forests and the like; in others following thé
natural features of the counfry, but giving evidence that they had
never been systematically made, being rather the outcome of a mere
habit of travel, juft as sheep-tracks are produced on a mountain side.
Such roads in winter weather or in rainy seasons became terrible
to the traveller; yet the only repairs that were vouchsafed consisted
in filling up some of the larger holes with rude stones; and when
this method of beeping up repairs no longer availed, another track
was formed by bringing under foot a fresh strip of the adjoining
land (generally unenclosed), and thus creating a wholly new road in
place of the old one. Smiles in bis “ Lives of the Engineers” thus
describes certain of the English roads: “ In some of the older settled
districts of England the old roads are still to be traced in the hol-
low 'ways or lanes which are met with, in some places, eight and
ten feet deep. Horse-tracks in summer and rivulets in winter, the
earth became gradually worn into these deep furrows, many of which,
in Wilts, Somerset, and Devon, represent the tracks of roads as old
as, if not older than, the Conquest.” And again: “ Similar roads
existed until recently in the immediate neighborhood of Birming-
ham, long the centre of considerable traffic. The Bandy soil was
sawn through, as it were, by generation after generation of human
feet and by pack-horses, helped by the rains, until in some places the
tracks wete as much as from twelve to fourteen yards deep.” In
the year 1690 Chancellor Cowper, who was then a barrister on cir-
cuit, thus wrote to hiswife: “ The Sussex ways are bad and ruinous
beyond imagination. 1 vow 'tis melancholy consideration that man-
kind will inhabit such a heap of dirt for a poor livelihood. The
country is a sink of about fourteen miles broad, which receives all
the water that falls from two long ranges of hills on both sides of it,
and not being furnished with convenient draining, is kept moist and
soft by the water till the middle of a dry summer, which is only able
to make it tolerable to ride for a short time.”

In Scotland, about the same time, the roads were no better. The
first four miles out of Edinburgh, on the road towards London, were
described in the Privy Council Record of 1680 to have been in so
wretched a state that passengers were in danger of their lives,
“ either by their coaches overturning, their horse falling, their carls
breaking, their loads casting and horse stumbling, the poor people
with the burdens on their backs sorely grieved and discouraged;
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moreover, etrangers do often exclaim thereat.” Nor does there ap-
pear to have been any considerable improvement in the state of the
roads in the northern kingdom for long afterwards, as we find that
in 1750, according to l.ang's “ Historical Summary of the Post-office
in Scotland,” "the channel of the river Gala, which ran for some
distance parallel with the road, was, when not flooded, the track
chosen as the most level and the easiest to travel in.”, The common
carrier from Edinburgh to Selkirk, a distance of thirty-eight miles,
required a fortnight for the journey, going and returning; and the
stage-coach from Edinburgh to Glasgow took a day and a half for
the journey. A Yorkshire squire, Thomas Kirke, who travelled in
Scotland in 1670, gave a better account of the roads; but his opin-'
ion may have been merely relative, for travelling showmen to this
day prefer the Toads in the south of Scotland to those in the north
of England, on account of their greater hardness; and this derives,
no doubt, from the more adamantine material used in the repair of
the Scotch roads. This traveller wrote: “ The highways in Scot-
land are tolerably good, which is the greatest comfort a traveller
meets with amongst them. The Scotch gentry generally travel from
one friend’s house to another; so seldom require a change -house
[innj. Their way i3 to hire a horse and a man for twopence a mile;
they ride on the horse thirty or forty miles a day, and the man who
is his guide foots it beside him, and carries hie luggage to hoot.”
Another visitor to Scotland in 1702, named Morer, thus describes the
roads. The truth is, the roads will hardly allow these conveniences
[meaning stage coaches, which did not as yet exist in Scotland],
which is the reason that the gentry, men and women, choose rather
to use their horses. However, their great men often travel with
conch-and-six, but with so little caution that, besides their other at-
tendance, they have a lusty running footman on each side of the
coach, to manage and keep it up w rOUgh places.” * It might be

* lu the north of Scotland a similar account was given of the road*
.ere about the year 1730. The writer of “ Letters l'rola OenlbT.N1lB

iven r In°riScollftnd” eUlcd that * the Highlands ore but little known

° >d TL ih*J ™ COmi4 Ot Scot,“ d-for they havo
i end dM* Qre or ‘«on* the monu-
S a t ;T Be' lym«**“*e- i * ‘-taint

v oubY BiRr8in it lvaa'very dolbtrUPT IR <R0IR 00K ROELFARgerous
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supposed that the roads leading from Windsor, where one of the
royal residences was, would have been kept in a tolerable stale, so
as to secure the sovereign some comfort in travelling. But their
condition seems to have been no better than that of roads elsewhere.
An account of a journey made in 1703 by Prince George of Den-
mark, the husband of Queen Anne, from Windsor to Petworth, runs
as follows:

“ The length of way was only forty miles, but fourteen hours
were consumed in traversing it; while almost every mile was sig-
nalized. by the overturn of a carriage or its temporary swamping in
the mire. Even the royal chariot would have fared no better than
the rest had it not been for the relays of peasants who poised and
kept it erect by strength of arm, and shouldered it forward the last
nine miles, in which tedious operation six good hours were con-
sumed.”

"Yet later still, and in close proximity to London, a royal party had
a most unsatisfactory journey, owing to the miserable state of the
roods. It happened that in 1727 George Il. and Queen Caroline
were proceeding from the palace at Kew to that at St. James's, when
they had to spend a whole night upon the way; and betweeu llam
meremith and Fulham they were overturned, the royal occupants of
the coach being landed in a quagmire. A year or two after this
Lord Hervey wrote that “ the road between this place [Kensington]
and London isgrown so infamously bad, that we live here in the same
solitude as we would do if cast on a rock in the ipiddle of the ocean;
and all the LondQnera tell us that there is between them and us an
impassable gulf of mud.”

No part of the country could hoast of a satisfactory condition of
the roads, these being everywhere in the same neglected and wretched
state; and travellers who had the misfortune to use them have re
corded their ideas on the subject in no gentle terms. Arthur | oung,
who travelled much in the middle of last century, thus alludes to a
road in Essex: “ Of all the cursed roads that ever disgraced this
kingdom in the very ages of barbarism, none ever equalled that
from Billericay to the King’s Head at Tilbury. It is for near twelve
miles so narrow that a mouse canndt pass by any carnage. 1 sa«
a fellow creep under his wagon to assist me to lift, if possible, my
chaise over a hedge. To add to all the infamous circumstances
which concur to plague a traveller, I muet not forget the eterna j
meeting with chalk-wagons, themselves frequently stuck tas, i =
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collodion of them are in the same situation, and twenty or thirty
horses may be iackcd to each to draw them out one by one. In a
somewhat similar way he describes the road from Bury to Sudbury
in Suffolk. Here, he says," | was forced to move as slow in it as m
any unmended lane in Wales. For ponds of liquid dirt, aDd a scat-
tering of loose flints just sufficient to lame every horse that moves
near them, with the addition of cutting vile grips across the road
under the pretence of letting the water off, but without effect, alto-
gether render at least twelve out of these sixteen miles as infamous
a turnpike as ever was beheld.” In one of his journeys, Young
proceeded to the DOrth by the great north road, thence malting
branch trips to the various agricultural districts. Of many of these
roads lie gives a sorry account. Thus- " To Wakefield, indifferent-,
through the town of Wakefield, so bad that it ought to be indicted.
To Castle Howard, infamous; 1 was near being swallowed up in a
slough. From Newton to Stokesley in Cleveland, execrably bad.
You arc obliged to cross the moors they call Black Hambledon, over
which the road runs in narrow hollows that admit a south-country
chaise with such difficulty that | reckon this part of the journey
made at the hazard of my neck. The going down into Cleveland ia
beyond all description terrible; for you go through such steep, rough,
narrow, rocky precipices, that | would sincerely advise any friend to
go ahundred miles to escape it. The name of this path is Very judi-
cious, Scartinitele—that is, Scare-Nick, or frighten the devil,

*rom Richmond to Darlington, part of the great north road:
execrably broke into holes like an old pavement, sufficient to dis-
locate one’s bones.

"To Morpeth; a pavement a mile or two out of Newcastle -all
the rest tile,
cir(Te iiirllslc cut up by '“numerable little paltry one-home

One more instance from the pen of Young and we leave him. In

whwTVT1 hiS {OUrneys he makes bi* ‘«to Wales,
ma be finds Ius blte noir in thé roads, and freely expresses hirn-

un " [ ? h'9usuUal forcible Btyle:-“ But, my dear sir, what
0 my of Ibe roads ,n tbis country?-th e turnpikes, as they have
From<7™ 10 Ca' tlem' and ,he haTdineae t0 “ ske one pay fort

tl!'Cy con(lnuln!°lhe hf Tay hOUSe bCtWeen NewP °rt and Cardiff
0Js bni! 7 * rOcky lancs- LLI of hugeous stones as big as
o« horse, and abominable holes. The first six miles from New-
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port they were so detestable, and without either direction-posts or
milestones, that | could not well persuade myself | was on the turn-
pike, but had mistook the road, and therefore asked everyone | met
who answered me to my astonishment,’ Ya-as.” Whatever business
carries you into this country' avoid it, at least till they have good
roads; if they were good, travelling would be very pleasant.”

The necessity for a better class of road cannot but have forced
itself upon the government of the country from time to time, if not
for the benefit of travellers and to eBcourage trade, at any rate to
secure a rapid movement of troops in times of disturbance or re-
bellion; yet we find the state of streets in the metropolis and roads
in‘the country, as in 1750, thus described in Blackie's “ Comprehen-
sive History of England:” “ When the only public approaches to
Parliament were King Street and Union Street, these were so wretch-
edly paved that when the king went in state to the House the ruts
had to be filled up with bundles of fagots to allow the royal coach
a safe transit. While the art of street-paving was thus so imperfect,
that of road-making was equally defective, so that the country vis-
itor to the metropolis, and its dangers of coach-driving, had generally
a sufficient preparative for the worst during his journey to town.
This may easily be understood from the fact that, so late as 1754,
few turnpikes were to be seen, after leaving the vicinity of London,
for two hundred miles together, although it had been made felony
to pull them down. These roads, indeed, were merely the produce of
compulsory pauper labor contributed by the different parishes; and,
like all such work, itwas performed in a very perfunctory manner.”

The «nme authority gives a further picture of the state of the
highways some twenty years later, when apparently little improve-
ment had taken place in their condition: " Notwithstanding the nu-
merous Acts of Parliament, of which no less than four hundred and
fifty-two were emitted between the years 1760 and 1764, for the im-
provement of the principal highways, they suli continued narrow,
darkened with trees, and intersected with ruts and nwy swamps
through which the progress of a wagon was a work of difficulty an
danger. One of these—the turnpike road from Preston to AViga
is thus described by an angry tourist in 1770, aDd the picture seen,
to have been too generally realized over the whole kingdom: |
look over o nap. .»d perceire Hal iti. . r'z'"r' cld.
some towns, but even whole counties, one would naturally conciu
HTo te™ leal decent; but le. me won «riom i — »"
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elJers who may accidentally purpose to travel this terrible country,
to avoid it as they would the devil; for a thousand to one but they
break their necks or their limbs by overthrows or breakings down.
They will here meet with ruts, which | actually measured, four feet
deep, and floating with mud only from a wet summer; what, there-
fore, must they be after a winter? The only mending it receives.is
the tumbling in some loose stones, which serve no other purpose but
jolting a carriage in the most intolerable manner. These are not
merely opinions, but facts; for | actually passed three carts broken
down in these eighteen miles of execrable memory.”

Obvious as it must be to every mind capable of apprehending or-
dinary matters in the present day, that the opening up of the coun-
try by tbc laying down of good roads would encourage trade, pro-
mote social intercourse, knit together the whole kingdom, and render
itsgovernment the more easy and effective, yet it is a fact that the
improvement of the roads in various parts of the country, both in
England and Scotland, was stoutly opposed by the people, even in
certain places entailing riot and bloodshed. So strong were the
prejudices against the improved roads that the country people would
not use them after being made. This bias may perhaps have par-
taken largely of that unreasoning conservatism which is always
prone to pronounce that that which is is best, and opposes change
on principle—an example of which is afforded by the conduct of
the driver of the Marlborough coach, who, when the new Bath road
wns opened, obstinately refused to travel by it, and stuck to the old
wagon-track. eHe was an old man,” he said; "his grandfather and
father had driven the aforesaid way before him, and he would con-
tinue in the old track till death.” Other grounds of objection were
not wanting, having some show of reason; but these, like the others,
vere useless in stemming the tide of improvement which eventually
Kt m, and brought the roads of the nation into their present admira-
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CHAPTER II.
POST-BOYS.

“ Hark! 'tie the twanging horn! . . .
He eomce, the herald of a noisy world,
With spatter’'d boots, strapp’d waist, and frozen locks,
News from all nations lumbering at his back,
Trne to hie charge the close-pack’d load behind ;
Yet careless what he brings, his one concern
Js to conduct it to the destined inn,
And, having dropp’d the expected bag, pass on.
He whistles as he goes, light-hearted wretch,
Cold and yet cheerful : mcsscuger of grief
Perhaps to thousands, and of joy to some,
To him indifferent whether grief or Joy.” —Cowper.

As described in the preceding chapter, these were the ronds over
=which post-boys had to travel withdheir precious charges during n
long series of years, and to their wild and disreputable state must to
agreat extent be attributed the slow rate at which the post was then
wont to travel. When it is considered that these men or boys were
exposed to all accidents of weather, stoppages by swollen rivers,
delays through the roads being cut up, to their straying from the
beaten track during fogs, and to all other chances of the road, in-
cluding attacks by footpads or highwaymen, their occupation cannot
have been a light or agreeable one. It is by no means easy to con-
struct a detailed outline of the duties which post-boys had t6 per-
form or to describe under what rules they proceeded from stage to
s Z '; but we have ample evidence of the iato at which they covered
the ground, and bow their speed varied at different periods, owi e.
it must have been in some cases, to the lack of supervision.

The following evidence of the speed of a postTt 4 O “ ~
latter half of the sixteenth century is furnished by
correspondence of Archbishop Parker, the times attach
reached the various stages ou its journey being

The letter is as fonowe;
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“ ARCHBisnor Pakkeh i0 Seb W. Cecil.
-mSm,-According to the Queen’'s Majesty’s pleasure, and your
advertisement, you shall receive a form of prayer, which, after you
have perused and judged of it, shall be put in print and published

immediately,” etc., etc.
" From my house at Croydon this 22d July, 1566, at 4 of the clock-

afternoon. Your honor’s alway,
Matth. Caht.
"To the Rt. Honblc. Sir W. Cecil.”

Endorsed by successive postmasters:

"Received at Waltbam Cros3, the 23d of July, about 0 at night.”

” Received at Ware, the 23d July, at 12 o’clock at night.”

“ Received at Croston, the 24th of July, between 7 and 8 of the
clock in the morning.”

“ So that his Grace’s letter, leaving Croydon at 4 in the afternoon
of July 22d, reached Waltham Cross, a distance of nearly 26 miles,
by 9 at night of the 23d, whence, in 3 hours, it seems to have ad-
vanced 8 miles to Ware ; and within 8 hours ToTe to have reached
Croxton, a further distance of 29 miles, having taken nearly 40 hours
to travel about 63 miles.”

lu 1035 a public post between London and Edinburgh was estab-
lished, the journey being limited to three days. This mail set out
as a rule but twice a week, and sometimes only once aweek. An
express messenger conveying news of the death of Mb*rlm TT

lays to perform the journey. When it is
century before, the same distance could be
n3 relapse seems to bespeak a sad want of

vitality b the Post-office
management of the age. The cause of the
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slow travelling, winch appears to have continued for over forty
years, comes out in a memorial of traders to the Convention of
Burghs in 1758, wherein dissatisfaction was expressed with the ex-
isting arrangements of the post—the mail for London on reaching
Newcastle being there delayed about a day, again detained some
time at York, and probably further delayed in the south; so that the
double journey to and from London occupied eleven days instead of
seven or eight, as the memorial deemed sufficient. To the Post office
mind of the present age, this dilatory method of performing the serv-
ice of forwarding mails is incomprehensible, and the circumstance
reflects discreditably both on the Post-office officials who were cog-
nizant of it, and on the public who submitted to it. It is fair to
mention, however, that at this period the mail from, London to Edin-
burgh covered the ground in eighty-seven hours, or in fully three
end a half days ; and that as a result of the memorial, the time was
reduced to eighty-two hours, and the journey from Edinburgh to
London reduced to eighty-five hours. In 1763 the London to Edin-
burgh mail commenced to be despatched five times a week, instead
of only three times; and at this time, during the winter season, the
mail' leaving London on Tuesday night was generally not in the
hands of the people of Edinburgh until the afternoon of Sunday.
We are informed, in Lang’s “ Historical Summary of the Post-office
in Scotland,” that in 1715 there was not a single horse-post in that
country. There must, however, have been some earlier attempts to
establish horse-posts in the northern kingdom, for Chambers, in hie
“ Domestic Annals of Scotland,” under the year 1660, refers to the
fact of a warrant being granted against interlopers who were carry
ing letters by foot on the same line on which Mr. Mean had set up a
horse-post. A traveller in 1688 relates, also, that besides the horse-
post from Edinburgh to Berwick, there was a similar post from
Edinburgh to Portpatrick in connection with the Irish packe sen-
ice. Again, Chambers tells us that in 1667 the good peop ¢ of Aber
deen having had ‘'‘loDg experience of the prejudice sustained,
only by the said burgh of Aberdeen but by the “~ ‘Uty”entry. d
others in the north country, by the miscarrying of

ald by the not timeous delivery and receiving returns of ttoiunc,
bestirred themselves to establish abetter state

sidered proper that "every was accord
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TYyales should provide a regular horse -service to carry lettere to
Edinburgh every Wednesday and Friday, returning every Tuesday
and Thursday in the afternoon. a

In 1715 the firet horse-post between Edinburgh and Stirling was
established, and in March, 1717, a similar post between Edinburgh
and Glasgow was set up. This latter post went three times a week,
travelled during the night, and performed the distance between the
two places in ten hours—beiDg at the rate of about four miles an
hour. Were we to give further instances of the slowness of the
borse-posts, we should probably prove tedious, and therefore the
proofs adduced on this point must suffice. Though the state of the
roads may be held to account for some of the delay, the roads must
not be charged with everything. In 1799, a surveyor in the north
of Scotland wrote as follows: “ It is impossible to obtain any other
contractors to ride the mails at 3d. out, or Ijd. per mile each way..
On this account we have been so much distressed with mail-riders,
that wc have sometimes to submit to the mails being conveyed by
mules and such species of horses as were a disgrace to any public
service.” The same surveyor reported in 1805 that it would give rise
to gTent inconvenience if no boys under sixteen yearn were allowed
to be employed in riding the posts—many of them ranging down
from that age to fourteen. So,what from the condition of the high-
ways, the sorry quality of the horses, and the youthfulness of the
riders, it is not surprising that the writers of letters should inscribe
on their missives, “ Be this letter delivered with haste— haste__
Irnstel Post haste! Ride, villain, ride—for thy life—for thy life—
for thy lifel” unnecessary though that injunction be in the present
day.

The post-boys were a source of great trouble and vexation to the
authorities of the Post-office through the whole course of their con-
nection with the department. A surveyor who held office about the
commencement of the eighteenth century found, on the occasion of

a visit to Salisbury, something wrong there, which he reported to
head quarters in these terms:

At "'b p,acc » b u ry ] found the post-boys to have carried on
do practices in taking bye-letters, delivering them in that city a&

7 f «pecir«, .he Aedo,« rito
acetuw day he found on Richard Kent, one of the Andover riders

bccon  HTTI & IOr 3aliSbUry- UP°n «<amination of the fellow’
confessed that he had made it a practice, and persisted to continue
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ia it, saying that he had no wages from his master. The surveyor
took the fellow before the magistrate, proved the facts, and oa the
fellow could not get bail, was committed; but pleading to have no
friends nor money, desired a punishment to be whipped, and accord-
ingly he was to the purpose. The surveyor wrote the case to Ando-
ver, and ordered that the fellow should be discharged ; but no regard
was had thereto. But the next day the same rider came post,°nm
about the cittye for letters, and was insolent. The second time the
said Richard Kent came post with two gentlemen, made it his busi-
ness to take up letters; the fellow, instead of returning to Andover,
gets two idle fellows and rides away with three horses, which was a
return for his masters not obeying instructions, as he ought not
have jieen suffered to ride after the said facts was proved against
him.”

The same surveyor complained bitterly, with respect to the post-
boys, “ that the gentry doe give much money to the riders, whereby
they be very subject to get in liquor, which stops the males.” In-
deed the temptation of the ale-house was no doubt another factor in
the slow journeying of the post-boys, as it was the source of mucii
trouble in the days of mail-coaches.

Mr. Palmer, through whose initiative and perseverance mail-
coaches were subsequently established throughout the country, thus
described the post as it existed in 1783;

“ The post, at present, instead of being the swiftest, is almost the
slowest conveyance in the country; and though, from the great im-
provement in our roads, other carriers have proportionally mended
their speed, the post is as slow as ever. It is likewise very unsafe,
as*the frequent robberies of it testify; and to avoid a loss of this
nature, people generally cut bank bills, or bills at sight, in two, ami
send the bills by different posts. Thejnails are generally intrusted
to some idle boy, without character, mourned on a worn-out hack,
and who, so far from being able to defend himself or escape from a
robber, is much more likely to he in league with him.

Including stoppages, this mode of travelling was, up to .83,.
the rate of about three to four miles an hour.

We are again indebted to Mr. Chambers for the following sta c-
ment of careless blunders made by post-boys in connection w. h the
Fdinbur-h mails: “ As indicating the simplicity of the institution

X » moy be noticed « mitti» of Fcbrumy, IWV jb.». .-

ILd </tie m«U "bid* m«"n b»™ comc w Jsu“ >



rOST-BOYS. 23

,.ec had our own nail Of Thursday last returned-the presumption
being that the mail for Edinburgh had been in like manner sent
back from some unknown point in the road to London. And this
mistake happened once more in December, 1728, the bag despatched
on a Saturday night being returned the secand Sunday morning after;
4is reckoned this mistake happened about half way on the road.”
We hardly agree, however, that these mistakes were owing to the
simplicity of the institution, but rather to the routine nature of the
work; for it is the fact that blunders equally flagrant have occurred
in the Post-office in recent times, even under elaborate checks,
which, if rightly applied, would have rendered the mistakes impos-
sible.

Many of the troubles which the Post-office had with its post-boys
may possibly he ascribed to the low rate of wages paid by the con-
tractors for their services. This matter is referred to by the solicitor
to the Scotch Post-office, who was engaged upon an inquiry into the
robbery of the mail on the stage between Dingwall and Tain in the
year 1805. The distance between these places is about twenty-five
miles, and five hours were occupied in making the journey. One of
the post-boys concerned staled in his declaration that his whole
wages were 5s. a week ; and with reference to this the solicitor in
his report observes as follows; “ Of course it may fairly be pre-
sumed that no respectable man will be got to perform this duty.
Dismission to such a man for committing a fault is no punishment;
and the safety of the conveyance of the mail, which the public have
a right to require, seems to render some regulation in this respect
necessary.” "

The following account of the violation of the mails by a post-boy
may perhaps be aptly introduced here;

In the autumn of 1808 a good deal of anxiety was caused to the
authorities of the Post-office in Scotland, in consequence of reports
being made to them that many bankers’ letters had been tampered
with m course of their transmission by post through certain of the
northern counties. To discover who was concerned in the irretru-
tarmes was rendered the more difficult owing ,0 the fact that the
mail-bags w which the letters had been despatched were reported
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riding the north mail over the stage from Turriff to Banff Prom
the account we have of the matter it would seem that in this case
as in many others, it was opportunity ihat made the thief; for thé
mail bags had on some occasions been insecurely sealed, the de-
spatching postmasters having failed to place the wax over the knots
of the string—and the post-boy was thus able to get to the inside of
the bags without cutting the string or breaking the seals, by simply
undoing the knots. Here the temptation presented itself; and al-
though some twenty-six letters were found inside his hat when he
was searched, it is not unlikely that he commenced by merely peep-
ing into the letters or pulling out their ends, for several bank letters
containing notes for considerable sums had been so violated, while
the contents were found safe. To cover one delinquency the boy
had recourse to others. In order to account for his delay on the
road, he opened the bag containing his way-bill, borrowed a knife
from a shoemaker who kept one of the toll houses, and altered his
hour of despatch from his starting-point. The unfortunate youth
also gave way to drink, stopping at the toll-houses, and calling some-
times for rum, sometimes for whiskey, the keepers sharing in the
refreshments, which were purchased with stolen money. On one
occasion the boy opened a parcel intrusted to him, and from a letter
inside abstracted & twenty-shilling note. Whether to render him-
self all the more redoubtable on -the road, over a section of which he
travelled in the dark, or for some other purpose, is not clear; but
with six shillings of the aforesaid sum he bought a sword, and with
two shillings a pistol, the balance going in drink. The occupation
of riding the mail was not for one so young, yet it was found that
full-grown men often gave more trouble than boys; and it may be
here remarked that the adventure of Davie Mailsettcr in the “ Anti-
quary” is no great exaggeration of the service of post-boys at the
period to which it refere. The poor boy Shearer was put upon his
trial before tbc Circuit Court of Justiciary at Aberdeen; and when
called upon to plead, confessed his guilt. There was every dispos.-
tion on the part of the public prosecutor and of the presiding judge
to let the case go as lightly as possible against thcjrisoner-doubb
less on account of his youth; but the law bad to be *m sted”~nd
the sentence passed was that of transportation for a period of seven

ZTTbJSmmaal.y bas made P-osm», aad no aaeb P-»W>

meat »paid baiaficmd la.ad. a
Exposed to all the inclemency of the seasons, bo y ¢
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dny; having to weather snow-storms and suffer the drencfaings of
heavy rain; to grope a way through the dense fogs of our dimate
and endure the biting frosts of midwinter; or yet to face the masked
highwayman on the open heath, or the footpad in the deep and nar-
row road—these were the unpleasantnesses and dangers which beeeT
the couriers of the Post office in past years, ere the department had
grown to its present robust manhood. As to the exposure in wintry
weather, it is stated that post-boys on reaching the emi of their
stages were sometimes so benumbed with the cold that they had to
be lifted out of their saddles. Of the attacks made upon them by
highwaymen some instances are given in another chapter. This we
will conclude by recording the fate that befell a post-boy who was
charged with the conveyance of the mail for London which left
Edinburgh on Saturday, the 20th of November, 1725. This mail,
after reaching Berwick in safety and proceeding thence, was never
again heard of. A notice issued by the Post-office at the time ran
as follows: “ A most diligent search has been made; but neither the
Y y, the horse, nor the packet has yet been heard of. The boy after
passing Goswick, having a part of the sands to ride which divide the
Holy Island from the mainland, it is supposed he haa missed his
S T -."* tOWardS the where he a"d bl8 home have both
1* The explanation here suggested is not at all Improbable
in now of the fact that November is a month given to ton when w
rider might readily go astray crossing treacherous «mda

CHAPTER IXL

STAGE AND MAIL-COACHES.
Pnioa to the middle of the sevent»ntb "

period stage coaches came into use in EntlaufT
available to ordinary travellers would , E g “nd> tbe oa]7 vehicle

etage-wagon, which, owing to italumbTri® K u T 0,6 CaTri*tl
etate of the roads, made only from ten Jf BLLI the dePloFf*bl<
summer’s day. The interior of s”eh LLrMe8 ,n *

refinements of modern means of tra”~TT*“ exb,faited n°ne of the
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fisiddle 6f the seventeenth century, as already stated, the heavy
wagons seem also to have held a place till much later—for in one
of these Roderick Random performed part of bis journey to Lon-
don in 178»; and it was doubtless only the meaner class of people
who travelled in that way, as the description given by Smollett of
his companions does not mirror, certainly, people of fashion. M.
Bobriére, a Frenchman, on his way from Dover to London in the
reign of Charles Il., thus writes of his experience of the wagon:
“ That | might not take post, or be obliged to use the stage-coach,
I went from Dover to London in a wagon. It was drawn by six
horses, one. before another, and driven by a wagoner who walked by
the side of it. He was clothed in black, and appointed in all things
Mkc another St. George. He had a brave montero on his bead, and
wae a merry fellow, fancied he made a figure, and seemed mightily
pleased with himself." Unlike travelling in the present day, when
one may go a hundred miles in a railway-carriage without speaking
to a fellow-passenger, the joumRy in the old-fashioned wagon brought
all the travellers too close and too long together to admit of individ-
ual isolation, for the passengers might be associated for days to-
gether as companions, had to have their refreshment together, lived
aa it were in common, and it was even the custom to elect a chair-
man at the outset to preside over the company during the journey.
But the etage-coach gradually became the established public con-
veyance of the country, improving in ite construction and its rate of
progression as the improved state of the roads admitted of and en-
couraged such improvement. Still, compared with the stage-coaches
of the beet period, travelling by the earlier stage coaches was a sorry
achievement. Here is an advertisement of stage coaches of the

~From 'the 28th April there will continue to go stage coaches
from the George Inn, without Aidersgate, London, unto the seveni
»d T w S, for the ratea and at the times hereafter mentioned

Wednesday, a»d Frtd.,-To Mbbmy.» wo
gdy< i8r xk B, "M Bteadfori«rt D «* -» . " % ghndist®, Hunt-

for w .a ; to Buiput. tottaan “  8Mmf.rf,in two
atogtoa, and Exeter, to fota day., for xl a, » =" -

days, for xase.; . - - to Tor
. tatert toe chbta,«.J
siling being at the rate of about lus. a aay

) N kel by time, the trav-
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in 1739 thus sets forth the merite of some of the stage -coaches, éf

the period: ' - -

"Exeter Flying Stage-coach in three days, and Dorchester apd
Blandford in two days. Go from the Saracen’s Head Inn, in Friday
Street, London, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday; and from
the New Inn, in Exeter, every Tuesday and Thursday.” Then the
advertisement makes known the fact, with regard to another coocb,
that the stage begins “ Flying on Monday next." They were not
satisfied in those days with a coach “ going,” “ running,” or “ pro-
ceeding,” but they set them "flying” at the rates of speed Which
may be gathered from these notices. Nearly thirty years later, an-
other advertisement set forth that the Taunton Flying Machine,
hung on steel springs, sets out from the Saracen’s Head Inn, in Fri-
day Street, London, and Taunton, every Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, at throe o’clock in the morning, the journey taking two days.
There were places inside for six passengers, and the fares Were .as
follows, vii. :

ToTaunton — .o e £l je p

“omtneter. .. e 1140
TeoVI s 18 O
* 8Uerborno... j 9 g
* Shaftesbury,.......ccccoooiniinniinis 14 O

Outside passengers, and children in the lap, were half these fares.
To follow out hi a historical fashion the development of the
coaching penod down to the introduction of railway» would be
beyoud the purpose of this work, nor will the limite of these paa*
admit of so great an extension of the subject. The earlierm odTof
ravelling, and the difficulties of the roads are treat«! nft

e *'t i r --

* 5 S A 'u ,ou S t * » -
»11 of Which contain m uch T at~1T - ,bY Captam Malet-
Herc it is proposed merely to recall some of thf mtere8tinS-
coaching days, so far as they «Ute torti , b ‘DCideDte of
«ime when Palmer's mail h th a' service, N te
down to the time Wh”K were P« on the road, in
more powerful iron hone. ** ehou,dered ofr e road by the

of three kiLs-Thldan ”~o?” 00*101163 expoeed »ere chiefly
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dray, or wagon, or other object in the road; and the peril of being
overtaken in snow-storms, and so rendered helpless and cut off from
the usual communications. /

It was an almost every-day occurrence for the mail -bags to be
robbed on the night journeys, when the principal mails were carried.
We know of these things now through notices which were issued
by the Post-office at the time, of which copies are still in existence.
Here are the terms of a notice issued to the mail guards in March,
1802: '

“ Three Irishmen are in custody for highway robbery. One of
them has confessed, and declares that their purpose in goiDg out
was to rob the mail-coach. Their first step was to watch an oppor-
tunity and fire at the guard, which it is supposed might have been
easily obtained, ns they are so frequently off their guard. They had
pistols found on them. It is therefore necessary, in addition to your
former instructions, to direct that you are particularly vigilant and
watchful, that you keep a quick eye to every persou stirring, and
that you see your arms are in the best possible condition and ready
for instant duty.”

On the 21st of December, 1805, a hag of letters for Stockport was
stolen out of the mail-box while the coach was in Macclesfield. It
was a Sunday night about ten o’clock when the robbery took place,
and the bag was found empty under a hay-stack near the town.
The following notice of another robbery was issued by the Poet-
master-general on the 1st of March, 1810: ,

“ Whereas the bags of letters from this offloe (London), of last

night, for the following towns, viz. :

Hatfield, St. Ncots, Spalding,

Welwyn, Onndlc, Lowth,

Stevenage, Stilton, Homecsstlc,

Baldorie, Waneford, and

Biggleswade, Grnutbam, Boston,

Klmbolton, Spilsby,
-w ere stolen from toe meil-be». .boni ° toe
supposednl Barnet, by forcibly i
horses were ctaaging; "bo=™r aball» Ne* b “1

Pounds,” etc.
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AgaiD. in January, 1813, a further warning to the guards was
issued, showing the necessity for vigilance on the part of these of-
ficers, by describing some of the recent robberies which were the
occasion for the warning:

" The guards are desired by Mr. Haeker to be particularly atten-
tive to their mail box. -Depredations are committed every night on
some stage coaches by stealing parcels. | shall relate a few, which
I trust will make you circumspect. The Bristol mail-coach has
been robbed within a week of the bankers’ parcel, value £1000 or
upward. The Bristol mail-coach was robbed of money the 3d in-
stant to a large amount. The ' Expedition *coach has been twice
robbed in the last week—the last time of all the parcels out of the
scats. The ‘Telegraph’ was robbed last Monday night between
Saracen’s Head, Aldgate, and Whitechapel Church, of all the parcels
out of the dicky. It was broken open while the guard was on it,
standing up blowing his horn. The York mail was robbed of par-
cels out of the seats to a large amount"

The*followmg account of a stage-coach robbery committed on
that, at one time, notoriously dangerous ground called Hounslow
Heath, U taken from the “ Annals of the Road,” already referred to
in this work:

In the reign of King George 111., a stage-coach, driven by one
Williams, and going over Hounslow Heath on the road between
Reading and London, was stopped by a highwayman, who ridi™

the sentence was commuted to
was so pleased with Williams's

. . » key of Windsor Park gates, to
be used by him and his descendants
=» long as they drove a coach
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from Heading to London. This royal authority allowed them to
pass through the park instead of going by the turnpike road.”

Another very interesting account of a mail-coach robbery is given
by Mr. S. C. Hall in his “ Retrospect of a Long Life,” the object of
the outrage being not apparently plunder for plunder’s sake in the
ordinary sense, but to recover some legal documents and money
paid as Tent by a man In the neighborhood, who stood high in local
favor, but was understood to have been hardly treated by his land-
lord. Thé case occurred in Ireland, and is characteristic of the way
in which the Irish people give vent to their feelings when they are
stirred by affection or sentiment.

“ 1 was travelling in Ireland (It must have been about the year
1818), between Cork and Skibbereen, when | witnessed a stoppage
of the mail to rob it. The road was effectually barricaded by a
huge tree, passage was impossible, and a dozen men with blackened
faces speedily surrounded the coach. To attempt resistance would
have been madness: the guard wisely abstained from any, but sur-
rendered his arms; the priming was removed, and they were re-
turned to him. The object of the gang was linntedto acquiring
the mail-baga; they were known to contain some writs agalnsta
gentleman very popular in the district. These being «tre'ted. the
coach pursued ita way without further lute”~ption- ~ewhota
affair did not occupy five minutes. Itwas suheequen™alarne*

however, that there had been a further purpose Thegentlemsn

bad that day paid his rent-all in
aired to mark J1eT, there was nehher pernor

the mail-bag contained t ese n -

Chouse;
found

dld not reach

r u e r s f™ b»- »-a - Ne — d"'f

* * 1

t.ag (ﬁ\writ-s By ﬁ1ee§<rl135 of the pg'st & rsr
the present time. In Augns,6
stopped by two men registered letters
faces, who seized his mail-bag ,oticee None were found,
which »iSh. b.™ « «* |
however, and the men retur
similar outrage was committed ®

The following exciting en P
the passengere by J1e Enniskillen mail-co«»

n(g(aa‘r MQUOVK/ was
d with blackened

« . runner. A
neighborhood in 1881-

M ature happened to
ite way to Dubim
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* Uh nf Tanuarv 1813. The coach bad safely
-ss:z z i:;X , S .o-«»»< . ,*» - « D«r

rt.usuld. Ibe Ume bei»* .bout Si.«., »be» 'be

ful i his duty required, espied a number of men suspiciously lying
on each side of the road in advance of him. The night must have
been clear, and probably there was bright moonlight; as otherwise,
at that early hour in the month of January, the men lying m wait
could not have been observed. There being little doubt that an
attack upon the mail was contemplated, the carriage was at once
drawn up, and the alarm given. The drowsy or benumbed travel-
lers, thus rudely aroused and brought to a sense of their danger,
hastily jumped to the ground, and demanded the spare arms which
were carried for use on like emergencies. These were Immediately
served out to the passengers, who, if not animated by true Irish
spirit at so early an hour to fight for figliting’B sake, were at any
rate determined to defend their lives and property. At the head of
the coach party in this lonely and trying situation was a clergyman
of the County Cavan named King, who, like Father Tom in the
play, had not forgotten the accomplishments of his youth, and who
was prepared to cany the message of peace and good will with the
blunderbuss at the ready, this being the weapon with which he had
armed himself. The robbers perceiving that they were to encoun-
ter adetermined opposition, thought it wise to retreat; and while the
guurds stood by their charge—the mail-coach—the men were pur-
sued over a field by Mr. King, on whom they fired, without, how-
ever, doing any damage. The parson, deeming a return necessary,
replied with the gaping blunderbuss—and to some purpose, it was
thought, for three of the men were within twenty yards of him
when ho fired. The would-be robbers being now driven off, the
passengers had time to realize their fright; and gathering them-
selves again into the coach, the journey was continued, though it is
hardly likely that sleep resumed its sway over the terrified passen-
gers for the remaining hours of that particular night.

These are but a few instances of the robberies against which the
guards were constantly warned to be on the alert, and which thev
were enjoined to prevent. They were provided with a bILndering
and a brace of P.stols, to make a good defence in case of need- and
4 may be interesting to recalls that the ¢ frge for _the fQrmer

i
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would suppose, if well directed, to give a hot welcome to any one
attempting the mail. "

But the guards were very often not so vigilant as they should
have been, the ale-houses having then the attractions which to
many they still have; sometimes they fell asleep on their boxes, and
in other respects wofully infringed the regulations. The following
official notice plainly shows this:

"1 am very sorry to be under the necessity of addressing the
mail-guards on such a subject; but though every direction and in-
spection are given them, and they are fully informed of the punish-
ments that must follow if they do not do their duty, yet, notwith-
standing this, and every admonition given in every way that can be
devised, four guards that were looked upon as vety good ones, have
in the course of last week been guilty of such misconduct as obliges
their discharge—for the public, who trust their lives and property
in the conduct of the office, can never be expected to suffer such
neglect to pass unnoticed. The four guards discharged are John
__ f for having his mail box unlocked at Ferry bridge while the
mail was therein; Wm .------ , for going to the office at York drunk
to fetch his mail, though barely able to stand; W .------ , for bringing
the mail ou the outside of the mail-box and on the roof, and con-
verting the mail-box to another use; W .------ , for going from Lon-
don to Newmarket without fire-arms.”

On another occasion a guard was fined five guineas “ for suffer-
ing a man to ride on the roof of the mail-coach," and at the same
time he was told that if he had not owned the truth he would have
been dismissed-this being followed by the quaint observat.on, look-
<L )ike a grim officiar joke, “ which he may be now if he had rather
than pay the fine to the fundi” One more notice as to the vico of
taking drink on the part of the guards, and as showing the im p »
3 formal manner of carrying out a dismissal » the coac ng
days The document is of the year 1803, and runs as oHows”v,~

T1T J A « » B " «
"t "my* o,he, be would be dismisi: Inderf 1 do no, Uuok
UKn» is. guard wbo beer. ,Ul. but will «¥,««* I'b» 'l _* °

2u g|g H8H§8 Dyn to drink (aod at Brentford, a. fedink Ffe™ |

all box unlocked, deserves to lpse hIS situation;
ing, leaving his LLI ----- ] not 8limu.

and he is dlémlssedb‘accordln\t‘/; y. And 1. sure 1|nstruct|on* and
late you to avoid fresh misconduot-to rend your unwueuon.
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to mind them. 1 am the more sorry for this, as guards who have
been some time in the service arc fit for no other duty.

Towards the drivers also of the mail-coaches severe measures
=were takcD when they got drunk; and the penalty sometimes took
a peculiar form, os witness the following public act of submission
and contrition;

“ Whereas I, John------ . being driver of the mail-coach, on my
way from Conglcton to Coleshill on Monday, December 25, 1809 ”
(some excuse, perhaps, on account of its being Christmas-day), "did
slop at several places on the road to drink, and thereby got intoxi-
cated—from which misconduct, driving furiously, and being from
my coach on its returning, suffered the horses to set off and run
through the town of Coleshill, at the risk of overturning the car-
riage. and thereby endangering the lives of the passengers, and
other misfortunes which might otherwise have occurred; for which
misdeeds the Postmasters -general were determined to punish rae
with the utmost rigor, and if it had been prosecuted, would have
made me liable to the penalty incurred by the said offence of
impritonmeni for tie month», and not Utt than three; but from my
general good character, and having a large family, have generously
forgiven me on my showing contrition for the past offence, as a
caution to all mail and other coachmen, and making this public
acknowledgment.”

In another case a mail-coach driver was summoned before a mag-
istrate for intoxication, and impertinence to passengers, and was
thereupon mulcted in a penalty of £10, with coats.

The accidents that befell the coaches were sometimes of a really
senous character, and were of very frequent occurrence, some of
them, or perhaps many of them, being due wholly to carelessness

A person wntmg in 1822 remarks as follows; "It is reaUy heart.
home again.*” Sometimes the drivers if L fed | th ~ *
overtake or be overtaken hv .n 1 iel in their way to

proving who had the beat tLn Z ? 9“ J10* 4, Would in f<*
team*£ d “ firing «ce would result.
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Sometimes'a horse would fall, and bring the coach to grief; sud in
the night-time the horses would occasionally tumble over obstacle*
maliciously placed ou the road to bring this about. Whether this
wies alwélys done to facilitate robbery, or out of sheer Wamtonness,
is not quite clear, but instances of such acts of wickedness were fre-
quent. Ou the night of the 5th of June, 1804, some evil disposed per-
sons placed a gate in the middle of the turnpike road neat Welwyn
Green, and set up two other gates at the entrance of Welwyn Lane,
also across the road, with the view of obstructing the mail-coach
and injuring the persons of the passengere. Early on the morning
of the 14th of April, 1806, the mail-coach was obstructed, in coming
out of Dumfries, by some evil-disposed persons placing boughs or
branches of trees across the turnpike road, by which the lives of the
passengers were put in peril and the mail much delayed. A sondar
outrage was committed on the night of the 27th of August, 1809,

when a large gate was placed in the middle of the mad on Ewenny

Bridge, near Bridgend, in Glamorganshire. In this instance he

horstof the mail-coach took fright, and the lives of all upon the
iKiach were put In danger-perhaps, indeed, narrowly escaping he-

w2, some persons placed eleven gates at different points acre«, dm
rid two orthree miles out of Lancaster, on the way to Burton m-
1rpnrbl  whereby destruction was nearly brought upon th

wJilhlaTfreight. Between Northwich and Wamngton,
coach and Its uuman ire g . 1RIR ,;ffhtorten gate
early on the morning ofthel o ov , n further on
and a door were placed in the way of the ~ U °ach. non
a broad-wheeled cart, with the view of .brown
day, the 15th of June, 1817,t e o A b stumbling over a
down near Newmarket, an mu by evil do-

plough and Harrow acts, with
£58pectNOSt/ RIEND HEwAflls were offered by the PRS¥RRRer-gpneral at

the time, for the discovery of the placed in jeoi>
But there were other ways inwto* thema ~J of ~

ardy—namely, by wagoners g AN W& N by or by

highway, and not clearing ontemartly ~  ~H-coach. And
otherwise driving their horses as toto n by ~ Po,t-

matter:
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“ Caution to Carters.

*»Whereas I, Edward Monk, servant to James Smith of Pendle-
bury, near Manchester, former, did, on Tuesday the 34th day of
July last, misconduct myself in the driving of my master’s cart ou
the Pendleton road, by not only riding furiously in the cart, but
damaging the York and Liverpool mail-coach, and endangering the
lives of the passengers—for which the conductor of the mails has
directed s prosecution against me; but on condition of this my pub-
lic submission, and paying the expenses attending it, all proceed-
ings have been discontinued. And | thank the conductor, and the
gentlemen whose lives | endangered, for their very great lenity
shown me; and | promise not to be guilty of such outrage in fut-
ure. And | trust this will operate as a caution to all carters or
persone who may have the care of carts and other carriages, to be-
have themselves peaceably and properly on the king’'s highway.
Witness my hand, the 2d Aug., 1804.”

Then there was the danger attending the running away of the
horses with the coach, of which the following is an instance, the
facu being succinctly set forth in a notice of 1810, of which the fol-
lowing is a copy:

Whereas Walter Price, the driver of the Chester and Manches-
ter mail coach, on Thursday night the 22d Nov., 1810, on arriving in
Chester, incautiously left his horses without any person at their
head», to give out a passenger s luggage (while the guard was gone
tolhc Post-office with the mail-bags), when they ran off with the
nuufcoach hrough the city of Chester, taking the road to |—b|y\I\E||

1d0|ng Y injUry: in consequence of S ¢ h
neglect, the drlver was, on the Saturday following, brought before

—_ »H» — - Sfl

Z I d“F *nbl *bl a"’bo"*»™ id
i

«ht «P Itt S 7" 2b" »»'»»' wllicb bail
*H « * £ r i “di - —
ways increased when the »io-m ~ * th d’ wluch were »1-
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reached Berwick late owing to a fog, the horses being led by tlio
driver, notwithstanding whose care the coach had been overturned
twice. The drivere were called upon on occasions to make up
their minds in a moment to choose one of two courses, when danger
suddenly burst upon them, and there was no escape from it. A good
instance of such a case happened to the driver of the Edinburgh to
Dumfries mail-coach, who proved that hecould reason bis case
quickly and take his resolve. At one of the stages he had changed
horses, and was proceeding on his way, the first portion of the road
being down a steep hill with an abrupt turn at the foot. He had
hardly got his coach fairly set in motion, when to his dismay be
perceived that the two wheelers, two new horses, had no notion of
holding back. The animals became furious, while the passengers
became alarmed. It seemed a hopeless task to control the horses
under the circumstances, and to attempt to take the turn at the foot
of the hill would have assured the upsetting of the coach and all its
belongings. At this juncture the passengers observed a strange
smile creep over the coachman’s face, while he gathered up the
reins in the best style of the profession, at the same time lashing his
horses into a good gallop. Terror-struck, the passengers saw noth
ing but destruction before them; yet they had no alternative but to
~await the issue. Opposite the foot of the hill was a stout gate lead-
ing into a field, and this was the goal the driver had inview. Steady
ing the coach by keeping its course straight, he gave his horses all
the momentum they could gather, and shot them direct at the gate
The gate went into splinters, the horses and coach bounded into the
field, and there were immediately drawn up, neither horses, coach,
nor passengers beiDg seriously hurt by the adventure.

Of all the interruptions to the mail-coach service, none were so Bc-
nouns as those which were occasioned by snow-storms, nor were the
dangers attending them of a light nature to the drivers, guards, or
passengers. The work achieved by man, either for good or evil,
how insignificant does it not seem when contrasted with the pbc
nomena of naturel n. ., ,imrv.

In the year 1799 a severe snow-storm occurred m the cou O0-
which very much deranged the mail-service, as may be gathered

;aifaSw ta» nJl1 ri— db, .he Loefa. Poel-offlce » U»
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diately rtpresent to me an account of all spare patent mail-coaches
that are in the stage where you travel over, whether they are regular
stationed mail-coaches or extra spare coaches, and the exact place
where they are, either in bam, field, yard, or coach-house, and the
condition they are in, and if they have seats, rugs, and windows
complete.” RBo that here, after a lapse of about three months, the
Post office had not recovered the use of all its mail-coaches, and was
iteginning to hunt up the missing vehicles.

Another snow-storm occurred in January, 1814, evidence of which,
from a passenger’s point of view, is furnished by Macready in his
* Reminiscences." He wrote as follows:

"The snow wue falling fast, and had already drifted so high be-
tween the Ross Inn and Berwick-on-Tweed that it had been neces-
sary to cut a passage for carriages for some miles.. We did not
reach Newcastle until nearly two hours after midnight: and fortu-
nate was it for the theatre and ourselves that we had not delayed our

. day the mailS Were 8tOpPed ; nor ** “tore
I K T“ *8WM there nDy convey*nce by carriage between Edin-

mmC WeekS SP ~  was c«' through
bJiaZz KN 10 Cal'Ty IUe mai,s on horseback, but for a

morning, said tJ I th~¢u”~ere “ ~the”orth °* Smidey
mow, and timt at one place the m.-i orthem Part3 heavy -with
four milesof road. N evcX AT b*“ b° L3 getlin«

don mail stopped for a whde night a t "N Llle W
mod never before has the intereom» b!!'  *  miJc8 from Eondon;
Englond and the metropolisb e e n ~ ™ "2 2~ & Utheni shireS of

Fourteen mail-coaches were abandone?1”™ tW° wLole dava ”
The Brighton mail (from I”nH i don the various roads.”

“««. ib X iA T r 4 ™

Q)I,-geé Toleturn. #he Rinks< ib 84y |Qg m2iDuiag KUK
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but when he returned, no trate whatever could be found either of
the coach, coachman, or passengers, three in number. After much
difficulty the coach was found, but could not be extricated from the
hollow into which it had got. The guard did not reach town until
seven o’clock on Tuesday night, having been obliged to travel with
the bags on horseback, and in many instances to leave the main
road and proceed across fields, in order to avoid the deep drifts of
enow.”

“ The Bath and Bristol mails, due on Tuesday morning, were
abandoned eighty miles from London, and the mail bags brought up
in a postchaise-and-four by the two guards, who reached London at
six o'clock on Wednesday morning. For seventeen miles of the
distance they had to come across fields.”

“ The Manchester down-mail reached St. Albans, and getting off
the road into a hollow was upset. The guard returned to London
in a post-chaiae and four horses with the bags and passengers.”

“ About a mile from St. Albans, on the London side, a chariot
without horses was seen on Tuesday nearly buried in the snow.
There were two ladies inside, who made an earnest appeal to the
mail guard, whose coach had got into a drift nearly at the same
spot. The ladies said the post-boy bad left them to go to St. Al-
tona to get fresh cattle, and had been gone two hours The guard
was unable to assist them, and his mail being extracted, lie pursue
his journey for London, leaving the chariot and lad.es m the «tua-
tion where they were first seen, .

e rA rA
«A=£" al]3d tass

in attempting to get out, were Yy which hc alighted,
down, and almost disappeared » N up
Fortunately, at this juncture a wamwUh f o ~ 2 N lhe

and by unyoking tbese fro” ~ 8
mail, it was got out of the hollow

These are some of the reports, N
ganization of the mail«<m ee in consequence o

wae gunk."
tbe dlgor.
snow-storm,
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Some Blight id « of the magnitude of the drifta may be obtained
MMon, one or two additional particulars. The mad proceeding from
Fréter for London was five times buried in the snow, and had to be
dege out. A mail-coach got off the road seven miles from Loutb,

went over into a gravel-pit, one of the horses being killed and
,hc guard severely bruised. So deeply was another coach buried
on this line of road that it took three hundred men, principally sap-
pers and miners, working several hours, to make a passage to the
coach and rescue the mails and passengers. Near Chatham the
snow lay to a depth of thirty or forty feet, and the military were
turned out to the number of six hundred to clear the roads.

On the line of road from Chatham to Dover, a sum of £700 was
BpeT by the road-trustees in opening up the road for the resump-
tion of traffic, an official report stating that for twenty-six miles
the road “ was blocked up by an impenetrable, mass of enow vary-
ing from three feet to eighteen feet in depth.”

Between Leicester and Northampton cuttings were made, just
wide enough for a coach to pass, where the snow was heaped up to
a height of thirty, forty, and in some places fifty feet. About a
stage from Coventry, near a place called Dunchurch, seventeen
coaches were reported to be laid up in the snow; and in other parts
of the country a similar wholesale derangement or stoppage of road-
traffic took place.

On the 9th of January, 1887, an official Tepori set forth that" the
mail coach road between Louth and Sheffield had on the 6th inst,
het-n closed twelve days in consequence of the snow, and it is stated
that it will be a week before the mail can run.” An attemptwas made
to get the mail forward from Lewes to London by post-chaise and
four horses; hut after proceeding about a mile from the town, the
chaise returned, the driver reporting that it was impossible to pro-
ceed, as the main road was quite blocked up with snow to a depth of
ten or twelve feet.

These were the good old times; and no doubt to ns they have a
romance, though to the people who lived in them they had a very
practical aspect. -

The general instructions to mail-guards in cases of breakdown
were ns follows:

hen the coach is so broke down that it cannot proceed as it

on ,ts way to London, if you have not above two passengers, and

you can procure a poeLchaise without loss of time, get them and the
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mail forward in that way, with the horses that used to
mail-coach, that they may be in their places (till you coiné to who 6
a coach is stationed); and if you have lost any time you must en
deavor to fetch it up, which may be easily done, as the chaise is
lighter than the coach. crnabe u

If you cannot get a post-chaise, take off one of the coach-hone
and nde with your baga to the next stage; there take another hone
-and so on till you come to the end of your ground, when you
must deliver the bags to the next guard, who must proceed in the
Bawe manner. |If your mail is Bo large (as the York, Manchester
and two or three others are at some part of the road) that one horse
cannot cany it, you may take two; tie the mail on one horse and
ride the other. The person who horses the mail must order his
horse-keeper at every etage to furnish you with horses in case of
accidents. Change your horses at every post-town, and do all your
office-duty the same as if the coach travelled.

“ M in travelling from London an accident happens, use all pos-
sible expedition in repairing the coach to proceed; and if it cannot
be repaired in an hour or two, take the mail forward by horse or
chaise—if the latter, the passengere will go with you.”

In pursuance of these instructions, many instances of devotion to
duty were given by the mail-guards in laboring to get the mails for-
ward in the midst of tbe snow-storm of 183s.

Ou the 26th of December the Birmingham mail-coach, proceeding
to Londou, got rather beyond Aylesbury, where it broke down.
8ome things having been set right another effort was made, and
some little farther way made; but the attempt to go on had to
be given up, for the snow was getting deeper at every step. A bur
ric&ue was blowing, accompanied with a fall of fine snow, and the
horses shook with extreme cold. In these circumstances Price, the
mail-guard, mounted one of the horses, tied his mail bags on the back
of another, and set out for London. He was joined further on by
two post-boys on other horses with the bye-bags, and all three jour
neyed in company. The road marks being frequently effaced, they
were constantly deviating from their proper course, clearing gates,
hedges, and ditches; but having a general knowledge of the lie of
the country, and Price being possessed of good nerves, they suc-
ceeded in reaching the metropolis. The guard was in a distressing
state of exhaustion when he reached his destination. This "us
only one instance of. the way in which the guards acquitted them-
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dnrins memorable Mom. »»d for their great eiertioa.

municated with JSle Poet-office on the subject: | take leave O
remark that the zeal and industry evinced by the guard and eoa
»Mm.., more especially the former (named Needle) upon the trying
occasion to which your communication has reference, was well
worthy of imitation, and formed a striking contrast to the repre-
hensible apathy of two gentlemen who were inside passengers by
the mail.” ,
J1 notable instance of the devotion to duty of a coachman and
mail-guard, and which illustrates the dangers and hardships which
Post office servants of that clasa had to encounter, occurred in the
winter of 1831. On Tuesday the 1stof February of that year, James
MCJeorge, mail guard, and John Goodfellow, coachman, set out from
Dumfries for Edinburgh at seven o’clock in the morning, and after
extraordinary exertions reached Moffat— beyond which, however,
they found it impossible to proceed with the coach, owing to the
accumulation of snow. They then procured saddle-horses, and
with these, accompanied by a post-boy, theywent on, intending to
continue their journey in this way. They had not proceeded beyond
Erickstanc Hill, a rising ground in close proximity to the well-known
muumi enclosure called the Deil's Beef-tub, when it became evident
that tbc horaca could not make the journey, and these were sent
lock in charge of the post-boy to Moffat. The guard and coach-
man, unwilling to give in, continued their journey on foot, having
in view to reach a roadside inn at Tweedsbaws, some two or three
miles farther on. The exact particulars of wbat thereafter hap-
pened will never be known, beyond this, that the mail-bags were
afterwards found tied to ono of the rond-poste set up in like situa-
tions to mark the line of road on occasions of snowstorms, and that
the two men perished in the drift. The last act performed by them,
U-fore being quite overcome by exhaustion and fatigue, was inspired
by a sense of duty, their aim being to leave the bags where they
would more readily be found by others, should they themselves not
hve to recover them. Shortly after this the two men appear to have
succumbed; for thciT bodies were found five days afterwards within
a hundred yards of the place where they left the bags, and where at
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the cost of their lives they had rendered their last service to the
Post-office and their country.

We who are accustomed to the comforts of railway travelling,
are nevertheless, in regard to accidents, very much like the ostrich;
for though we do not purposely close our eyes to danger, wc nre
nevertheless placed in such a position that we are unable, when
shut up in a railway carriage, to see what is before us or about to
happen.

Far otherwise was the case in the days of coaching. The passen-
gers, aa well as the drivers and guards, were not only exposed to the
drenchings from long-continued rain, the terrible exposure to the cold
night-air in winter travelling, and the daDger of attack from highway-
men, but they ran the risks of all the accidents of the road, many of
which they could see to be inevitable before they happened. There
were occasions when passengers were frozen to death on the coaches,
and others when they fell off benumbed with cold. It is said some-
times that first impressions are often correct; but there are, of course,
erroneous first impressions as well. A story is told of a mail-guard
in Scotland who had the misfortune to be on a coach which upset,
and from which all the outside people were thrown to the ground.
The guard came down upon his head on the top of a stiff hedge,
and from this temporary situation rolled into a ditch, where for a
moment he lay. Coming to himself from a partial stupor, he im
agined there was something wrong with the top of his head, and
putting up bis hand, he felt a flat surface, which, in his dawning per-
«option,'he took to be a section of his nock, his impression being that
bis head had been cut off. This was, however, nothing but the
crown of his hat, which, being forced down over hie bcad and sce
had probably saved him from more serious damage. Broken lira
were accidents of common occurrence; but affairs of much n
serious import occasionally took place, oi which the following is

ott-a.,». «k Ol Ctiober, ».». -a *;
»d QIMgowwa» » .

» »liuti.» hl,«rM ng degree”j* ° A .
«OTlco i» tko »d Elra.loot (,boul
be described occurred, lies between Bbiraock the

reih» (rom »O | - J t j *
Evan Water, a stream wh Jtliwaid into Dumfriesshire.

Clyde, but. whose waters are carried southward into u
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To be more precise, the situation is between two places colled Rae-
cleuch and llowcleuch, on the Carlisle road; and a bridge which
now spans the water, in lieu of a former bridge, retains by associa-
tion, to this day, the name of the “ Broken Bridge.”

It was at the breaking up of a severe storm of frost and snow,
when the rivers were flooded in such a way as had never been seen
bv the oldest people in the neighborhood. The bridge had been but
recently built; and though it was afterwards stated that the materi-
als composing the mortar must have been of bad quality, no suspi-
cion would seem to have been entertained of the security of the
bridge. The night was dark, and accompanied by both wind and
rain—elements which frequently usher in a state of thaw. The
mail-coach having passed the tummit, was speeding along at a good
round pace, the “ outsiders” doubtless making themselves as com-
fortable as circumstances would allow, while the “ insiders,” as we
might imagine, had composed themselves into some semblance of
sleep, the time being between nine and ten o’clock, when, suddenly
and without warning, the whole equipage — horses, coach, driver,
guani, and passengers—on reaching the middle of the bridge, went
headlong precipitate into the swollen stream through a chasm left
by the collnpse of the arch. It is by no means easy to realize what
the thoughts would be of those concerned in this dreadful einen.

Carlisle for Glas-
south-going coach,
«cene of the acci-
1 rather late ; but
&e lights approach,

“»tty excilamred Y
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screamed aloud, and thus warned the driver to draw up in time.
Succor was now at hand. Something ludicrous generally finds it.
self in company with whatever is of a tragic nature. The guard ot
the Carlisle coach was let down to the place where the lady was, by
means of the reins taken from the horses. Hvghie Campbell-that
was the guard’s name—when deliberating upon the plao of rescue,
had some delicacy as to how he should affix the reins to the person
of the lady, and called up to those above, “ Where will | grip her?"
But before he could be otherwise advised, the lady, long enough
already on the rock, broke in, “ Grip me where you like,but grip
me firm,” which observation at once removed Hughie's difficulty
and set his scruples at ease. The driver of the wrecked conch was
at first thought to have been carried away, but be was found caught
between two stones in the river. Alexander Cooper by name, be
survived the accident only a few weeks, serious injuries to bis back
proving fatal. As for the guard, Thomas Kinghorn, he was severe-
ly cut about the head, but eventually recovered.

It was usual for the coachman and guard over this wild and ex-
posed road to be strapped to their seats in stormy weather; but on
this occasion Kinghorn, a3 it happened, was not strapped, aud to
this circumstance he attributed his escape from death. When the
mail went down, he was sent flying over the bridge, and alighted
clear from the wreck of the coach. The dead passengers aDd the
wounded persons were taken by the other coach into MoiTat.

It may be added that the fourth horse was got out of its predica-
ment little the worse for the fall, and continued to run for many a
day over the same road; but it was always observed to evince great
nervousness and excitement whenever it approached the scene of
the accident.

Yet the mail-coach days had charms and attractions for travellers,
if they, at the same time, had their drawbacks: the bustle and ex-
citement of the start, when the horses were loosed and the «lnver
let them have rein, under the eyes of interested and admiring spec
tators; the exhilarating gallop as a good pace was achieved on the
open country-road; the keen relish of the meals, more especially of
breakfast, at the neatly kept and hospitable inn; the blithe no e 0
the guard's horn, as a turnpike-gate or the end of
pronchcd; and the hurried changing of horses from time to
the journey progressed. Ever-varying scene is the
the occasion: the village with its rustic quiet and odd characters.
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Who ivere eure to present themselves ns the coach flew by ; the fresh
and blooming fields; the soft and pastoral downs; the scented hed e-
rows in May and June; the stretches of road embowered ™th wood
affording a grateful shade in warm weather; the farmers children
swinging on a gate or overtopping a fence, and cheering lustily with
their small voices as the coach swept along. And then, the hours Of
twilight being past, when

* Day hath put on his jacket, and around
His bumiug bosom buttoned it with stars,1

the ecriness of a night-journey would be experienced. During hard
frost the clear ring of the horses’ feet would be heard upon the road ;
the discomfort of fellow mpassengers rolling about in their places,
overcome by sleep, would be felt; while iu the solemn dulness of
the darker hours of night the monotony of the situation would be
relieved at intervals, in the mineral districts, by miniature mountains
of blazing coal, shedding their lurid glare upon the coach as it
passed, abd showing up the figures of soiled and dusky men em-
ployed thereat, thus creating a horrible impression upon the passen-
gers, and eeeming to afTord an effective representation of Dante’s
shadowy world.

Or, on occasions of great national triumph—when, for example,
some important victory crowned our arms—the coach, decked out
with ribbons or green leaves, would be the bearer of the joyful and
intoxicating news down into the country, the driver and guard, as
the official representatives of the Crown for the moment, being the
heroes of the hour.

But it may be of interest to learn what a mail-coach journey was
from one who had just completed such a trip, and who, in the

rashness of youth, and with the unreserve which can only subsist
in correspondence between members of a family or dear friends, im-
mediately commits his impressions to writing. We have a vivid
sketch of a journey of this kind from no less a personage than Felix
icndelssohn, the great musical composer. Mendelssohn was atthe

IH r “°f twenty: hc been making a tour in Scotland
He vnv t Icn? Khngemann-the visit being that from which, by
n r Ved”™ ~ (011fOr the- “ Position of his

7 1 ! symphony; and the means by which he quitted
7), Tbl,7LB a3 mail coach .Glasgow to Ljver-
) e following Fetter,-%gscriptive of the journgy, and dated

8
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August 19, 1829, is copied from an interesting work called “wThe
Mendelssohn Family

“ We flew away from Glasgow on the top of the mail, ten miles
an hour, past steaming meadows and smoking chimneys, to the
Cumberland lakes, to Keswick, Kendal, and the prettiest towns and
villages. The whole country is like a drawing room. The rocky
walls are papered with bushes, moss, and flrs; the trees are carefully
wrapped up in ivy; there are no walls or fences, only high hedges,
and you see them all the way up flat hill tops. On all sides car
riages full of travellers fly along the roads; the corn stands in
sheaves; slopes, hills, precipices, are all covered with thick, warm foli-
age. Then again our eyes dwelt on the dark-blue English distance-
many a noble castle, and so on, until we reached Amblcsidc. There
the sky turned gloomy again, and we had rain and storm. Sitting
on the top of the ‘stage,” and madly careering along ravines, past
lakes, up-hill, down hill, wrapped in cloaks, and umbrellas up, we
could see nothing but railings, heaps of stones or ditches, and but
rarely catch glimpses of hills and lakes. Sometimes our umbrellas
scraped against the roofs of the houses, and then, wet through, we
would come to a second-rate inn, with abbigli blazing Arc, and Eng-
lish conversation about walking, coals, supper, the weather, and Bo-
naparte. Yesterday our seats on the coach were accidentally sop
arated, so that | hardly spoke to Klingemann, for changing horses
was done in about forty seconds. | sat on the box nest by tic
coachman, who asked me whether | flirted much, and made me talk
a good deal, and taught me the slang of horsemanship Kl.ngematm
eat next to two old women, with whom he shared his umbre a
Again manufactories, meadows, parks, provincial towns, here a »
naTthere a railway, then the sea with ships six full coach« * h
towering outsiders following each other; m the eveninga/in* teg.
the stage running madly in the darkness. Through the fog
lamps gleaming alt about the horizon; the smoke of manufac on
S op, » onill sides; gentlemen < "de » --
coach-horn blows in B flat, another m D, others follow m the G

tance, and here we are at Liverpool. Attt the way-
Speed was of the first consideration, and the stoppages™ tmvpJd TS
.idTsuee. »ese of W A,sei«. T.» " » «

WSH'S Hg{dly have made a fair start in appeasing W H J ;
guard would be beard calling upon them, to tato /1 ~

g\élgl%’ whiclL with mouths full, and still hungry, they
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forrod (O do, though with a had grace and a growl-the acknowl-
edged privilege of Englishmen. A story is told of one passenger,
however, who was equal to the occasion. Leisurely upping bu tea
»,nd eating his toast, this traveller was found by the landlord m the
breakfast" room when the other passengers were seated and the
coach was on the point of starting. Boniface appealed to him to
take his piace, or he would be left behind. *“ But,” replied the
traveller, "that I will not do till 1 have a spoon to sup my egg.” A
glance apprised tiic landlord that not a spoon adorned the Uhle, and
rushing out he detained the coach while all the passengers were
searched for the missing articles. Then out came the satisfied trav-
eller. who also submitted to be searched, and afterwards mounted
the coach; and as the mail drove oil he called to the landlord to
look inside the teapot, where the artful traveller had placed the
dozen spoons, with the double object of cooling the tea for his sec-
ond cup, and detaining the coach till he drank it.

In the year 1836 the speed of some of the mail-coaches was nearly
ten miles an hour, including stoppages, and this was kept up over
very long distances. From Edinburgh to London, a distance of
<100 miles, the time allowed was forty-five and a half hours; in the
opposite direction the time was curtailed to forty-two and a half
hours. From London to York, 197 miles, twenty hours were al-
lowed; London to Manchester, 185 miles, nineteen hours; London
to Exeter, 176 miles, nineteen hours ; London to Holyhead, 259
utiles, twenty-seven hours; London to Devonport, 216 miles, twen-
ty one hours. But in the earlier days of the mail-coach, travelling
was much less rapid; for we find that in 1804 the mail-coach from
Perth to Edinburgh, a distance by way of Fife of forty miles, took
eight hours for the journey, including stoppages and the transit by
ferry across the Forth-that is, at the rate of five miles an hour.
The mail guards rode about twelve hours at a stretch—quite long
enough, in all conscience, on a wet or frosty night.

An incident of a romantic nature happened about the year 1780
in connection with the stage-coach (not a mail-coach, however be it
noted) running between Edinburgh and Glasgow at that period
The stage-coach, drawn by four horses, had been on the road for
many years, having been established about the year 1758 The
time occupied in the journey was twelve hours; nor, down to the

ITV r,r,quUC8t0n; 1fld any acceleratioa taken place. A young
= °f GlaSgow' oi Anguished beauty, having to travel to Edim
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burgh, a lover whose suit towards her had not hitherto proved sue-
cessful took the_remaining tickets for the journey, and so became
her sole companion- on the way. By assiduous attentions, and all
the winsome ways which the tender passion knows to inspire, as
well as by earnestness of pursuit, the lover won the lady to his fa-
vor, and she soon thereafter became his wife. But the full day did
not justify the brightness of the morning ; the husband failed to
prove himself worthy of his good-fortune; “ and the lady, in a state
worse than widowhood, was, a few years after, the subject of the
celebrated Clarinda correspondence of Burns.”

In addition to the obvious duties of the mail-guards—to protect
the mails and carry out their exchange at the several stations—they
were sometimes required to perform special duties unconnected
with Post-office work. They were, for example, called upon to
keep watch in the early part of the present century upon French
prisoners of war who might be breaking their parole, a likely way
of escaping being by the mail-coaches. The guards were instructed
to question any suspicious foreigner travelling by the coach, and to
report the matter to the postmaster at the first town at which they _
arrived. This was doubtless looked upon as a pleasure rather than
as a hardship; for they were reminded that the usual reward was
ten guineas each—not a bad price for a Frenchman under the cir-
cumstances. '

No record of the mail-coach days would be complete without a
description of the annual procession of mail coaches which used to
be held in the metropolis on the monarch’s birthday. Jle ever) cor
poration or society has its saint’s day, or yearly festival, so the Jtr
hus of the Post-office were not without theirs—an occasion on wine
they showed themselves to advantage, and drew admiring crowds to
behold them. The following account of one of these displays is
from the “ Annals of the Road,” a work of great interest on sub-
iecte connected with coaching generally; and as the description is
given with spirit and apparent truthfulness, we cannot do better
fhan give it at length, and in this way bring the present chapter to a

lint and varnish, gold lettering and Royal arms, they
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perfection of neatness and practical utility in build, horsed to per-
fection, and battered to match. They were driven by coachmen
who, as well as the guards behind, were arrayed in spick-and-span
new scarlet and gold. No delicate bouquets, but mighty nosegays
of the sire of a cabbage, adorned the breasts of these portly mail-
coachmen and guards, while bunches of cabbage-roses decorated
the heads of the proud steeds. In the cramped interior of the vehi-
cles were closely packed buxom dames and blooming lasses, the
wives, daughters, or sweethearts of the coachmen or guards, the
fair passengers arrayed in coal-scuttle bonnets and in canary-col-
llred or scarlet silks. On this great occasion the guard was allowed
two seats and the coachman two, no one allowed on the roof. But
the gnat feature, after all, was that stirring note, so clearly blown
and well drawn out, and every now and again sounded by the
guards, nud alternated with such airs as ‘ The Days when we went
Gypsying,’ capitally played on a key-bugle. Should a mail come
lute, the tune from a passing one would be, ‘ Ob, dear! what can the
matter be? This key-bugle was no part of the mail equipment, but
was nevertheless frequently used.

‘Heading the procession was the oldest-established mail, which
would be the Bristol. On the King's birthday, 1884, there were 27
coaches ia the procession. They all wore hammer-clotha, and both
guani and coachman were in red liveries, the latter being furnished
by the mail contractor. They wore beaver hate with gold lace and
cockades. Such athing as a low billycock hat was not to be seen
on any coach anywhere. Sherman’s mails were drawn by black
horses, and on these occasions their harness was of red morocco.

" The coaches were new each year. In these days brass mount-
ings were rarely known; plated or silver only were in use. On the
sunwg of the procession, the bells of the neighboring churches rang

General Postofflcc. Many country squires, who were alwave anx
mous that their best horses should have a few turns in the mail

. UP Lllelrboreea toficure to the procession
f rom Millbank the procession passed by 8t. James’s Palace at

eU Qulea”TbJIn~k’ the PO**- 8*°°d King William Ld
tbc Duke of w ilb ™ “S 2~ 0Ond (then Poetmaster-general) and
«Uutedt h e T Z alsa Each coach as It passed
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CHAPTER IV.
FOOT-POSTS.

I know of no more universally popular personage than this humble
Official. Bearer of love-letters, post-office orders, checks, little carefully
tied packages, all the more charming that it is difficult to get at their
contents, it Is who shall be first to open the door to him. He is wel-
comed everywhere ; smiling faces greet him at every door. In England
the postman is the hero of Christmas time; so he strikes the Iron while
It is hot, and on Boxing-dny comes round to ask for a reward, which all
are ready to give without grudging.” —Max O'Rbl 1, in John Bull und to
island.

Though in former times foot-messengers—or, as they are called,
post-runners—were employed to convey many of the principal mnile
over long stretches of country, their work in this way has been al-
most wholly superseded by the railway and by horse - posts ; and
while post-runners are perhaps now numerically stronger than they
ever were, their work is principally confined nowadays to what may
be termed the capillary service of the Post-office. They are chiefly
employed in conveying correspondence between country towns and
the outlying points forming the outskirts or fringes of inhabited die
tricts. These men have in many cases very arduous work, being re-
quired to walk from sixteen to twenty-four miles a day; and it is
not improbable that the circumstances of these later times make the
duties more trying in some respects than they were formerly. For
the messengers are so timed for arrival and departure that they arc
prevented from taking shelter on occasions of storm, and are obliged
to plod on in spite of the elemente; whereas in remote times, when a
runner took several days to cover his ground, he could restand take
refuge at one stage, and make up lost time at another. Be this,
however, as it may, it is the fact that very many poet-runners die

from that insidious disease, consumption.
In the year 1590 the magistrates of Aberdeen established a poet



FOOT-POSTS. 55

for conveying their despatches to and from Edinburgh, and other
pbk€3 where the royal residence might for the time be. This m-
S o n was called the -Council Post;” and the messenger was
dressed in a garment of blue cloth, with the «<nnonalb ~ g a oftihe
town worked in silver on his right sleeve. In the year 1715 there
was not a single horse-post in Scotland, all the mails being conveyed
by runners on foot; and the ground covered by these posts extended
from Edinburgh as far north as Thurso, and westward as far as In-
verory. About the year 1750 an improved plan of forwarding the
mails was introduced in Scotland by the horse-posts proceeding only
from stage to stage, the mails being transferred to a fresh post-boy
at each point; hut in the majority of cases the mails were still car-
ried by foot-runners. Before the change of system the plan of pro-
ceeding was this, taking the north road as an example: “ A person
set out with tbc mail from Edinburgh to Aberdeen; he did not trav-
el a stage and then deliver the mail to another post-boy, but went on
to Dundee, where he rested the first night; to Montrose, where he
stayed the second ; and on the third he arrived at Aberdeen; and as
he passed by Einghorn, it behoved the tide, and sometimes also the
weather, to render the time of his arrival more late and uncer-
tain.”

The plan of conveying mails by the same runners over long dis-
tances continued much later, however; for we find that in 1799 a
post -runner travelled from Inverness to Lochcarron — a distance
across country as the crow flies of about fifty miles—making the
journey once aweek, for which he was paid five shillings. Another
messenger at the sawwe period made the journey from Inverness to
Dunvcgan in Skye—a much greater distance—also once a week, the
hebdomadal stipend in this instance being seven shillings and six-
pence. ~ e

As with the post-boys, so with the runners; the surveyors seem to
have had some trouble in keeping them to their prescribed duties
os will be gathered from the following report, written in the year
1800; “ I found it had been the general practice for the post from
Bonaw to Appln to lodge regularly all night at or near the house of
Ardchattan, and did not cross Shien till the following morning los-
ing twelve houre to the Appin, 8trontian, and Fort William districts

L>* b il COaSider U “ improvement of itself to remove
“ private lodgings or accommodations out of the way of poets



56 THE ROYAL MAIL.

which, as | have been informed, is sometimes done for the sake of
perusing newspapers, as well as answering or writing letters ”

Nor was the speed of the foot-posts-in some cases, at any rate-
very much to boast of, these humble messengers being at times
heavily weighted with the correspondence they had to carry. In
the year 1805, before the Dumbarton to Inverary mail service was
raised to the dignity of a horse-post, the surveyor, in referring to
the necessity for the employment of horses, thus deplores the situa-
tion: “ I have sometimes observed these mails, at leaving Dumber
ton, about three stones or forty-eight pounds weight, and they are
generally above two stones. During the course of last winter
horses were obliged to be occasionally employed; and it is often the
case that a strong Highlander, with so great weight on him, cannot
travel more than tu> milea an howr, which greatly retards the gener-
al correspondence of this extensive district of country.”

In winter-time, and on occasions of severe storms, the post-run-
ners have sometimes to endure great fatigue ; and it is then that
their loyalty to the service is put to the test. An instance of stem
fidelity to duty on the part of one of these men, at the time of the
snow-storm of 1886, formed the subject of a petition to the Post-
master-general from the inhabitants of Sheerness and the Isle of
Sheppy. - _

The document recites that a foot-messenger named John Wright
continued for nine days, from the 85th of December, 1836, to carry
the mails between Sheerness and Sittingbourne, a distance for the
double journey of about twenty-four miles. At the end of this
time he was so completely exhausted and overcome by the effects
of cold and exposure that he had to give up duty for atime. The
memorial sete forth that “ the road is circuitous and crooked, through
marshes, and very exposed, without any protection from the drift (m
many places very deep), and with a ditch on either sidc-tbc water
of which was frozen just sufficient to bear the weight of the snow,
thereby rendering the travelling extremely hazardous, inasmuch as
the dangers were in a great measure unseen; and had the postnum
mistaken his road (which from the frequent drifting of the
and the absence of traffic at that time s often *
fallen into one of these ditches, he must
It appeared further, that between the two Li 10 > the*
which the postman had to cross, and that in making t  passage
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tbc night of the 25th of December, the boat in which he was Was
nearly swamped, and he “ was compelled to escape through mud
and water up to his waist." It is not an uncommon thing for mes-
sengers to lose their lives in the discharge of their duties, and a se-
vere winter seldom passes without some fatality of this hind. In
the winter of 1876-77 a sad accident befell a messenger employed
in Northumberland. On a night of intense darkness and storm
this man turned off the usual road in order to avoid crossing a
swollen stream ; and subsequently losing his way, he sank down
and died, overcome by exposure and fatigue. In another case a
messenger at Lochcarron, in Scotland, being unable to pursue his
usual route over a mountain'2000 feet high, on account of a heavy
fall of snow, proceeded by water to complete his journey; but the
boat which he had engaged capsized, and both the messenger and
two other persons who accompanied him were drowned. A few
years ago, on the evening of Christmas-day, a rural messenger at
Jiannow, in lIreland, while on his return journey along a narrow
path flanked on each side by a deep ditch, is believed to have been
tripped by a furze-root, and being precipitated into one of the ditch-
es, was unfortunately drowned. The rural post-messengers having,
moreover, to visit isolated houses along their route, are exposed to
the attacks of dogs kept about the premises. A few years ago a
rural messenger was delivering letters at a farm-house, when he was
severely bitten by a retriever dog, and he died six weeks afterwards
from tetanus. J
M n perhaps in the Western Highlands and islands of Scotland
hat the most trying conditions for the rural messengers present
themselves. From Ullapool to Coigach and Rieff, in Rosa-shire for
example, a journey of twenty-six miles, the messenger travels'out
one day. and back again the next. Proceeding from U 1ZT1T tZ
nkoxu 1« «bout too mii», ,ha tte
off into the hills, and after a time reaches a river This ho *
nbled sometimes to cross by means of stepping-stonj”~t » often
does the water cover these, that he is generally obligedto f~ it »

m doing so gets himself thoroughly wet Thon b » ' nd

along or over one of the ™ he punraee a <*>uree

tolee.fu, ,0Ck* *" ecoU“ d -
«* e tob « «ee, the LUD
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mately regains the main road, by which he completes his tourner
Apart altogether from the dangerous character of the road the aL
tance which the post-runner has to walk day after day must necNe
aarily be severe and trying work.

From Lochmaddy to Castlebay there is a chain of posts seventy-
five miles long, served partly by foot messengers, partly by horec-
posts, and partly by boats. The line is intersected by dungeroua
ferries, one between Kilbride and Barra being six miles wide, and
exposed to the full force of the waves from the Atlantic. From
Garrynahine to Miavaig, in the island of Lewis, there is another
dangerous service, partly by foot-post and partly by boat, the dis-
tance being seventeen miles. The road lies all through bog—a
dreary waste—while the sea portion is on a most exposed part of
the coast.

These are a few instances of the laborious and dangerous services
performed by the rural postmen. Their brother officers in the towns,
though in many cases having quite bard enough work (Mr. An-
thony Trollope telle that the hardest day’s work he ever did in his
life was accompanying a Glasgow postman up and down stairs on
his beat), have not the exposure of the men in the country'; and as
they are familiar to the eyes of every one, any special notice of them
here would be out of place.

It may, however, be recalled that the men who formerly delivered
letters in small towns were not always in the pay of the Post-office
or under its control. This appears by an official report of 1810, re-
lating to the town service of Greenock, which runs a3 follows: “ As
the Greenock letter-carrier is not paid by Government, nor their ap-
pointment properly in us, they are of course elected by the magis-
trates or inhabitants of the town, who have the right to choose their
own carriers, or call for their letters at the office. ’

CHAPTER V.
MAIL-PACKETS.
T he employment of vessels for the conveyance of mails seems to
have passed through three several stages, each no doubt merging

into the next, but each retaining, nevertheless, distinct features of iu
own. First, there was the stage when Government equipped ami
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manned ita own slips for the service; then there was an age of very
heavy subsidies to shipping companies who could not undertake
regularity of sailing without some such assistance; and now there
is the third stage, when, through the great development of inter-
national trade and the consequent competition of rival ship-owners,
regularity of suiling is insured apart from the post, and the Govern-
ment is able to make better terms for the conveyance of the mails.
It is curious to take a glimpse of the conditions under which the
early packets sailed, when they were often in danger of having to
tight or fly. The instructions to the captains were to run while
they could, fight when they could no longer run, and to throw the
mails overboard when fighting would no longer avail. In 1693
such a ship ns then performed the service was described as one of
"eighty-five tons and fourteen guns, with powder, shot, and fire-
arms, and all other munitions of war.” A poor captain, whose
sliip. the Grate Dogger, was lying in Dublin Bay awaiting the tide,
fell into the hands of the enemy, a French privateer having seized
his ship and stripped her of rigging, sails, spars, and yards, and of
oil the furniture " wherewith she had been provided for the due ac-
commodation of passengers, leavmg not so much as a spoone or a
naile -booke to hang anything on.” The unfortunate ship in its
denuded state was ransomed from its captors for fifty guineas. |If
we may judge from this case, the fighting of the Dackets does not

how these packets were manned” In M&Y be interesting to recall,

P«c'keu between Harwich and HoIIaIr?d May, 1695, the crews of the
lag footing: and were placed on the follow-
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Master and Commander Per memem-
Mate..ooceeviiis IO 0o
SUNQeON..ccccee. e e 2 10 o
Boatswain..........c..... .ol [T ® KO 0
Midshipman......... ® So
Carpenter......... e ! 15 o
Boatewain's mate.........c.. coooviiiieiiiiiiieeeennns 3 ®0
Gunner’'s mate............ . e e ————— I 150
Quartermaster............ N 1 150
Captain's servant.............. L [ 150
11 Able seamen atf | io»........ LTS ® ®
Agent’s instrument.. 5 00
* Inall......cc......... £50 0 O

tJriisThTLT7n0th7 **** COnsidered 100 «bera! considering
, k th®men ran: and “ an encouragement to greater valor in

dealing with the enemy, and as an additional means of recompense
thecrew were allowed to take prizes if they fell in tlieir way. They

TT M Pel80ra fOr Wounds' ~cording to a code drawn up

bl ™ 1 ,Qation °f the relative value of different parts of
the body, and W|th a most amusing profusion of the technical terms

of anatomy Thus, after a fierce engagement which took place in
February, 1705, we find that Edward James had a donation of £5
because a musket-shot had grazed on the tibia of his left leg; that

Gabriel Treludra had £12 because a shot had divided his frontal

muscles and fractured his skull ; that Thomas Williams had the

same sum because a Granada shell had stuck fast in his leit foot;
that John Cook, who received a shot in the hinder part of his head,
whereby a large division of the scalp was' made, had a donation of
£6 18« 4d. for present relief, and a yearly pension of the same
amount; and that Benjamin Lillycrop, who lost the forefinger of
his left hand, had £2 for present relief, and a yearly pension of the
Some other classes of wounds were assessed for

“ Each arm or leg amputated above the elbow
Loss of the

same amount.”

pensions as follows;
or knee is £8 per annum; below the knee is 20 nobles.

sight of one eye is £4, of the pupil of the eye £5, of the sight of
both eyes £12, of the pupils of both eyes £14; and according to
these rules we consider also how much the hurts affect the body,
and make the allowances accordingly,”

But between different parts of the United Kingdom, not a century
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aro il IS remarkable how infrequent the communications smetim «
.vre Nowadays, there are three or four mails a week between the
main land and Lerwick, in Shetland, whereas in 1802 the mails be-
tween these parts were carried only ten times a year, the trips in
December and January being omitted owing to the stormy character
of the weather. The contract provided that there should be used
-a sufficiently strong-built packet,” and the allowance granted for
the service was £120 per annum. It may perhaps be worthy of no-
tice that the amount of postage upon letters sent tg Shetland in the
vear ended the 5th of July, 1802, was no more than £19» 19s. 1d. It
was also stipulated, by the terms of the agreement, that the contract-
ors should adopt a proper search of their own servants, lest they
should privately convey letters to the injury of the revenue; and
they were also required to take measures against passengers by the
packet transgressing in the same way. On one occasion the good
people in these northern islands, when memorializing for more fre-
quent postal service, suggested that the packets would be of great
use in spying out and reporting the presence of French privateers on
the coast ; hut the Postmuster-general of the period took the sensible
view liiat the less the packets saw of French privateers the better it
would be for the packet service.

Difficulties are experienced even in the present day in communi-
cating with some of the outlying islands of the north of Scotland,
weeks and occasionally months passing without the boats carrying
the mails being able to make the passage. The following is from a
report made by the postmaster of Lerwick on the 27th of March,
1883, with reference to the interruption of the mail service with
Foula, au outlying island of the Shetland group:

A mail was made up on the 8th of January, and several attempts
made to reach the island, but unsuccessfully, until the 10th of March.
Fair Isle was in the same predicament as Foula, but the mail-boat
was more unfortunate, A trip was effected to Fair Isle about the
end of December, but none again until last week. About the 9th of
March the boat left for Fair Isle, and nothing being heard of her
for a fortnight, fears were entertained for her safety. Fortunately
the crew turned up on the 23d of March, but their boat had beci
wrecked at Fair Isle. During the twenty years | have been in the
service, | have never been so put about arranging our mails and

rrr -« N" V«'; - <e»w bZJ,gae,”, X
“biot any on, rem.atoi, , onnttauntlon of moL» antom
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about the first week of January to end of February; indeed it could
hardly be called »forms, but rather one continued storm, with an oc-
casional lull of a few hours. | cannot recall any time during the
period having twenty-four hours’ calm or even moderate weather.
If it was a lull at night, it was on a gale in the morning; and if a
lull in the morning, a gale came on before night. The groat diffi-
culty in working Foula and Fair Isle is the want of harbors; and
often a passage might be made, but the men dare not venture on ac-
count of the landing at the islands.” This statement gives a fair
idea of the difficulties that have to be overcome in keeping up the
circulation of letters with the distant fragments of our home country.

In the packet service deeds of devotion have been done in the way
of duty, as has been the case on occasions in the land service. At a
period probably about 1800, a Mr. Ramage, an officer attached to the
Dublin Post-office, being charged with a Government despatch, to
be placed on board the packet in the Bay of Dublin, found, on ar-
riving there, that the captain, contrary to orders, had put to sea
Mr. Ramage, being unable to acquit himself of his duty in one way,
undertook it in another; and hiring an open boat, he proceeded to
Holyhead, and there safely landed the despatch. Another instance
is related in connection with the shipwreck of the VMet mail pack-
et sailing between Ostend and Dover, the particulars being gi‘en
follows in the Postmaster-general’s report for 185«:

“ Mr. Mortleman, the officerin immediate charge of the mailbags,
acted on the occasion with a presence of mind and foreihoug t
which reflect honor on his memory. On seeing that the vessel could
not be saved, he must have removed the cases containing the mail
bags from the hold, and so have placed them that when thee P
went down they might float-a proceeding which “matdycd
the recovery of all the bags, except one containing dcstmtchee, of
which, from their nature, it was possible to obtain copies.

It has already been mentioned that at the close o e n
century a mail-packet was a vessel of some eigh y-
proud thin*. no do»«. In Ibe eyea of him »b» —

The » 1 » of .hip mould «.m to «4 N NN

twen-

. a War footing, and twenty -one
ty - eight persons when she was on g Y
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m» /untino- and her armament was six 4-pounder guns.
The*victualling ~  at the rate of tenpence per man per day; the
T ilsnnual charge for the packet when on the war establishment,
2 X " w T on costof ship, wages, wear and tear of fittings,
medicine]etc., being £2112 6s. 8dr, while on the P~ce estahheh-
ment with diminished wear and tear, and reduced crew, the charge
was estimated at £1681 11s. 9d. The packets on the Harwich sta-
tion, performing the service to and from the Continent, were much
less in size, being of about seventy tons burden.

During the wars with the French at this period the mail-packets
were not infrequently captured by the enemy. From 1793 to 1795
alone four of these ships were thus lost—namely, the King George,
the Tankerdik, the Prince William Henry, and the Queen Charlotte.
The King George, a Lisbon packet, homeward hound with the mails
and a considerable quantity of money, was taken and carried into
Brest. The Tankerdik, on her passage from Falmouth to Halifax,
with the mails of November and December, 1794, was captured by
the privateer Lovely Lass, a ship fitted out in an American port, and
probably itself a prize, there having been some diplomatic corre-
spondence with the United States shortly before on the subject of a
captured vessel bearing that name. Before the Tankerdik fell into
the hands of the enemy the mails were thrown overboard, in accord-
ance with the standing orders which have already been referred to.
The officers and crew were carried on board the Lovely Lem, and
then the TankeniUe was sunk. Soon afterwards the captive crew
were released by the commander of the privateer, and sent in a
Spanish prize to Barbadoes.

But though the mail-packets were intended to rely for safety
mainly upon their fine lines and spread of canvas, and were expect-
ed to show fight only in the last resort, we may he sure that, when
the hour of baule came upon them, they were not taken without a
struggle. Nor, indeed, did they always get the worst of the fray,
aswill beseen by the foliowing account of a brilliant affair which took
placc in the W est Indies, copied from the * Annual Register ” of 1794:

“ The AIMkpe packet sailed from Port Royal, Jamaica, November
27.1793. On the 1st of December, on the coast of Cuba, she fell in
with two schooner*, one of which, the Atalanta, outsailed her con-
sort ; and after chasing the Antelope for a considerable time, and
exchanging many shots, at five o’clock in the ensuing morning, it
being calm, rowed up, grappled with her on the starboard side



64 THE ROYAL MAIL.

poured in a broadside, and made an attempt to board, which wa»
repulsed with great slaughter. By this broadside Mr. Curtis, the
master and commander of the Antelope, the first mate, ship s stew-
ard, and a French gentleman, a passenger, fell. The command then
devolved on the boatswain (for the second mate had died of the
fever on the passage), who, with the few brave men left, assisted by
the passengers, repelled many attempts to board. The boatswain,
at last observing that the privateer had cut her grapplings, and was
attempting to sheer off, ran aloft, and lashed her squaresail-yard to
the Antelope's fore-shrouds, and immediately pouring in a few voi
lies of small-arms, which did great execution, the enemy called for
quarter, which was instantly granted, although the French had the
bloody flag hoisted during the whole contest. The prize was car-
ried into Annotta Bay about eleven o’clock the next morning. The
Antelope sailed with 27 hands, but had lost four before the action
by the fever, besides two then unfit for duty; so that the surgeon,
being necessarily in the cockpit, they engaged with only 20 men,
besides the passengers.

“ The Atalanta was fitted out at Charlestown, mounted eight
3-pounders, and carried 65 men—French, Americans, and Irish-of
whom 49 were Killed or wounded in the action; the Antelope hav-
ing only two killed and three wounded—one mortally.

“ The House of Assembly at Jamaica, as a reward for this most
gallant action, voted 500 guineas-200 to be paid to the martert
widow, 100 to the first mate's, 100 to the boatswain, and 100 among
the rest of the crew.” , .

Happily there has not for a long time been any need for using
fighting ships to convey the mails of this Countryovcr
seas; and this is a danger which it has not been needful to proud
against in thejiacket service of the ement would

While, in the eighteenth century but tritii g
eeem to have been made in naval mattere, what »

sented by the achievements of the last eighty years. c n
with the Etruria and the ~ 2 n r b " a n i
Company for the conveyance of the mais Ik horse poWtr, the
New York, each of 8000 tons ta d» - a,d wc
pygmy vessels of the ~ith which such stupendous
cannot but acknowledge th P Yy furtherance of

agencies have come under the control of man for the fu
his work in the world.
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We would present a further contrast between the past and the
present as regards the packet service. So late as 1839, and perhaps
later still, the voyages out to the under mentioned places and home
again were estimated to take the following number of days, viz. :

Days.

TO JAMATCA i et 112

America

Brazil...
Lisbon

There were then no regular packets to China, New South Wales,
Sierra Leone, Cape Coast Castle, Goree, Senegal, St. Helena, and
many parts of South America, opportunity being taken to send
ship letter-bags to these places as occasion offered by trading
vessels. n "

Nowadays the transit of letters t0 the places first above-mentioned
is estimated to occupy the following number of days:

To Jamaica...... Dzi)gs

“ America.... 7

“ West Indies. 16
“ Malta..........
Brazil............

“ Lisbon........ 21

3

And the return mails would occupy a aimilar amount of time.
ung, perhaps, will the advantages now offered by the Poet-

tabte shows the initw r** °f P°J1«B- The blowing
1829 and in 1884: *Hx ko[ CtUIrS 8everal Pes abroad in
iS». 1884
France............ N
Italy............. 2a ld. 2Xd.
Spain......... 2. 10d. wd.
8weden ...... 2: 7'3 2Ne
Portugal....... 5 ’ 6d. 8Xx *
Gibraltar....... ». O 2K«U
Malu.......... 3a Id. 2*A
United States i gg 2KA
Brazil........... - DM 2tfd.

3a 9d. 4d.



66 THE KOTAL MAIL.

fnS.re""T a8kfd *° POIDt ° Ut a mail'Packet of the present day as
fulfill ng all modern requirements in regard to the packet service

and showing a model of equipment in the vessels as well as order
in their management, we would not hesitate to name the mail-steam-
ers plying between Holyhead and Kingstown. It may not be gen
erally known, but it is the case, that these vessels carry a post office
on board, wherein sorters perform their ordinary duties, by which
means much economy of time is effected in the arrangement of the
correspondence. In stormy weather, when the packets arc tum-
bling about amid the billows of the Channel, the process of sorting
cannot be comfortably carried on, and the men have to make free
use of their sea-legs in steadying themselves, so as to secure fair aim
at the pigeon-holes into which they sort the letters. But the de-
parture of one of these ships from Kingstown is a sight to behold.
Up to a short time before the hour of departure friends may be seen
on the hurricane-deck chatting with the passengers; but no sooner
is the whistle of the mail-train from Dublin heard than all strangers
are warned off; in a few minutes the train comes down the jetty;
the sailors in waiting seize the mail-bags and carry them on board;
and the moment the last of the bags fa thus disposed of, the moor-
ings are all promptly cast off, and the signal given to go ahead: and
with such an absence of bustle or excitement is all this done, that
before the spectator can realize what has passed before his eyes, the
ship is majestically sailing past the end of the pier, and is already
on her way to England.

CHAPTER VL
81MPWRECKED MAILS.

Outside the Post-office Department it is probably not apprehended
to what extent care is actually bestowed upon letters and packets—
when, in course of transit through the post, their covers are damaged
or addresses mutilated—in order to secure their further safe trans-
mission; many envelopes and wrappers being of such flimsy ma
terial that, coming into contact with hard bundles of letters in the
mail-bags, they run great risk of being thus injured. But the occa-
siona on which exceptional pains are taken, and on a large scale, o
carry out this work, are when mails from abroad have been save
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in the case of shipwreck, and the contents are soaked with water.
Then it is that patient work has to be done to get the letters, news-
papers, etc., into a state for delivery—to preserve the addresses and
to get the articles dried. In certain instances the roof of the chief
otliee in St. Martin's-lc-Grand has been used as a drying-green for
shipwrecked newspapers, there being no sufficient space in-doors to
admit of their being spread out. The amount of patching, separat-
ing, and deciphering in such circumstances cannot well be con-
ceived.

But perhaps the most curious difficulty arising out of a ship-
wrecked mail was that which took place in connection with the loss
of the Union Steamship Company’s packet European off Ushant, in
December, 1877. After this ship went down, the mails were recov-
ered, hut not without serious damage through saturation with sea-
water. One of the registered letter-bags from Cape Town, on being
opened in the chief office in London, was found to contain several
large parketa of diamonds, the addresses on which had been destroyed
by the action of the water, and some seven pounds weight «f W ¢

that not a single

ee» "WE *UITWUALIWLqQ
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CHAPTER YIL
amount OF WOBI.

Correspondence.

from the PMtmMJ g J S - . * ireport issued in f88c3:* o
The letters numbered...........cccocvevevciierenennns 1,280,636.200
et ene e e e e e e, L ,016,200
Books and circulars... .. 288,206,400
NEWSPAPELS. ...oiiiiiiiiieieeeiiieee e 140,682,600
Total.....ccoee... 1,853,541,400

These figures are, however, of little service in conveying to our
minds any due conception of the amount of work which they repre-
sent Nor, when the scene of the work is spread and distributed
over the whole countiy, and the labor involved is shared in by d
host of public servants, would any arrangement of figures put the
matter intelligibly within our grasp. The quantity of paper used in
this annual interchange of thought through the intermediary of the
British Post-office may perhaps be measured by the following facts:
Supposing each letter to contain a single sheet of ordinary sited
note-paper; the post-cards taken at the size of inland poet-cards;
book-packets as containing on an average fifty leaves of novel paper;
and newspapers as being composed of three single leaves 18 inches
by 24 inches— the total area of paper used would be nearly 630,-
000,000 of square yards. This would be sufficient to pave a way
hence to the moon, of a yard and a half in breadth; or it would give
to that orb a girdle round its body fifty-three yards in width; or
again, it-would encircle our own globe by a band fourteen yards iu
width. Another way to look at the magnitude of the Post-office work
is as follows: Suppose that letters, book - packets, newspapers, and
post-cards are taken at their several ascertained averages as to weight,
the total amount of the mails for a year passing through the British
Post-office, exclusive of the weight of canvas bags and small stores
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of various kiDds, would exceed 42,000 tons, which would be sufficient
to provide full freight for a fleet of twenty-one ships carrying 2000
tons of cargo each. What a burden of sorrows, joys, scandals, mid-
night studies, patient labors, business energy, and everything good
or bad which proceeds from the human heart and brain, does not
this represent! Yet, after all, what are the figures above given when
put in the balance with the facts of nature? The whole paper, ac-
cording to the foregoing calculations, although it would gird our
earth with a band fourteen yards wide, could only be made to ex-
tend hence to the sun by being attenuated to the dimensione of a
tape of slightly over one-eighth of an inch in width!

Bearing in mind the great quantity of correspondence conveyed
by the post, as well as thehurry and bustle in which letters are often
written, it is not astonishing that writers Should sometimes make
mistakes in addressing their letters; but it will perhaps create sur-
prise that one year's letters which could neither be delivered as ad-
dressed nor returned to the eenders through the Dead-letter Office
were over half a million iu numberl It is curious to note some re-
marks written by the Post-office solicitor in Edinburgh eighty years
ago with respect to misdirected letters. He speaks of “ the very
gross inattention in putting the proper addresses upon letters—a
cause which is more productive of trouble and expense to the Post-
office than any other whatever. In fact, three out of four complaints
respecting money and other letters may generally be traced to that
source, and of which, from the proceedings of a few weeks past, |
bave ample evidence in my possession at this moment.” Letters
posted in covers altogether innocent of addresses, number 28,000 in
the year; and the value in cash, bank-notes, checks, etc., found in
these derelict missives is usually about £8000. Letters sent off by
poet without covers, or from which flimsy covers become detached
m transit, number about 15,000; while the loose stamps found in
postoffices attain the annual total of 68,000. The loose stamps are
an evidence of the scrambling way in which letters are often got

yy for the post, and probably more so of the earnest intentlone of
nexpcncnced persons, who, in preparing stamps for their letters,

m .'J™ °n the tongue unW every trace of adhesive matter is re-

thel r«iT'fh the I " '1thOt 80 80011 88 J1e 8tamPs become dry again
* from, JlecoTere- Letters which cannot be delivered in

°f crrors in the addressee, or owing to persons remov-
g without giving notice of the fact to the Post-office, are NO less
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LWan fi,050,000, such being the number that reach the Dead letter Of.
ficc. But of these it is found possible to return to the writers about
five millions, while the remainder fail to be returned owing to the ah-
sence of the writers’ addresses from the letters. The other articles
sent to the Dead-letter Office in a year are as follows, viz. :
Post-cards, nearly

Q00,000
-Book-packets, * 5,000,000
Newspapers, u 478,000

As regards the book-packets, it is well to know that a large part of
the five millions is represented by circulars, which are classed as
book packets, and the addresses on which are not infrequently taken
by advertisers from old directories or other unreliable sources.

There is one trifling item which it may be well to give, showing
bow the smallest things contribute to build up the great, as drops of
water constitute the sea, and grains of sand the earth. Those tiny
things called postage-stamps, which are light as feathers, and might
be blown about by the slightest breeze, make up in the aggregate
very considerable bulk and weight, as will be appreciated when it
is mentioned that one year’s issue for the United Kingdom amounts
in weight to no less than one hundred and fourteen tons.

ST. VALENTINES-DAY.
* The day’'e at hand—the young, the gay,
The lover’» and the postman’s day—
The day when, for that only day,
February turns to may,
And pens delight in secret play,
And few may hear what many say.” — Laton Hont.

The customs of St. Valentine’'s-day have no direct connection
with the saint whose name has been borrowed to designate the fes
Uval of the 14th of February. It is only by a side-light that any
connection between the saint and the custom can be traced.
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unable at once to destroy the pagan superstitions with the obscene
observances by which they were accompanied, endeavored to lessen
their vicious character, and to bring them more into harmony* with
their religion; and one step in this policy was the substitution of the
names of the saints for those of young women previously used in
the lotteries. Now it happened that the fourteenth day of February
was the day set opart for the commemoration of the saint named
Valentine; and as the feasts referred to commenced, as has been
seen, in the middle of February, a connection would seem to have
been set up between the lotteries of the pagan customs (carried down
to the time when Valentines were drawn for) and the saint’s festival
merely through a coincidence of days. That St. Valentine should
have been selected as the patron of the custom known to us nowa-
days is loo unlikely, knowing as we do from history something of
his life and death. He was a priest who assisted the early Christians
during the persecutions under Claudius 1., and who suffered a cruel
martyrdom about the year 270 — being first beaten with clubs, and
then beheaded.

The customs of St. Valentine's- day have passed through many
phases, each age having its own variation, but all having a bear-
ing to one idea. The following is an account of the ceremony in
our own country as observed by Misson, a learned traveller of the
early part of last century; “ On the eve of Bt Valentine's-day the
young folks of England and Scotland, by a very ancient custom,
celebrate a little festival. An equal number of maids and bachelora
get together, each writes their true or some feigned name upon sep-
arate billets, which they roll up and draw by way of lots, the maids
taking the men'’s billets, and the men the maids’; so that each of
the young men lights upon a girl that he calls his Valentine and
each of the girls upon a young man whom she calls hers By this
means each has two Valentines, but the man sticks faster to the Val
ent.nc that has fallen to him than to the Valentine to whom he has
fullen. Fortune having thus divided the company into so manv
couples, the Valentines give balls and treats to their mistresses?
wear their billets several days upon their bosoms or sleeves and this

P I>um.- P»».n .1», ta"rtlitagT, ihta»

obsem ,«* Ol ibiscw .oT
m rtli of Scotland in these words; “ The youne Deonle in 7?,b

NATJsS““68 and from lhem CO,leCt tbeir future fortune ta 2
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In later times the drawing of a lady’s name for a Valentine was
made the means of placing the drawer under the obligation to make
a present to the lady. The celebrated Miss Stuart, who became the
Duchess of Richmond, received from the Duke of York on one oc-
casion a jewel worth £800, in discharge of this obligation; and
Lord Mandeville, who was her Valentine at another time, presented
her with a ring worth some £300.

The term Valentine is no longer used in its more general applica-
tion to denote the lady to whom a present is sent on the 14th of
February, but the thing sent, which is usually a more or less artistic
print or painting, surmounted by an image of Cupid, and to which
are annexed some lines of loving import. Thirty years ago Valen-
tines were generally inexpensive articles, printed upon paper with
embossed margins. Their style gradually improved until hand-
painted scenes upon satin grounds became common ; and Valentines
might be bought at any price from a halfpenny to five pounds. It
should not be omitted to be noted that for many years Valentines
have had their burlesques, in those ridiculous pictures which are
generally sent anonymously on Valentine's-day, and which were
often observed to be decked out in extraordinary guises, and hav-
ing affixed to them such things as spoons, dolls, toy monkeys, red
herrings, rats, mice, and the like. On one occasion a Valentine was
seen in the post having a human finger attached to it.

But as every dog has its day, and each succeeding period of life
its own interests and allurementa, so have customs their appointed
seasons, and ideas their set times of holding sway over the popular
mind The wigs and buckled shoes of our forefathers, the ringlets
of our grandmothers, which in their day were things of fashion,
have lapsed into the category of the curious, and have to us none
other than an antiquarian interest. The Liberal in politics of to-
day becomes the Conservative of to-morrow; thecustomo f f -
ing Valentines, at one time so common, that afforded so gre P
ure not only to the young, but sometimes to those of npe ]
has already had its death-knell sounded; and at the present raco
U S T «, to »0o» t. b. reler** » U« .1*1« ef .b.

mire for sending Valentines probably had ,ts culmination

HISSKATL

votaries being found only among the poorer classes.
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The following facts show how far the Post-office was called upon
to do tfic messenger’» part in delivering the love-missives of St.Val-
entine when the business was in full swing. At the chief office in
London, on Valentine's-eve, 1874, some 306 extra mail-hags, each
three feet long by two feet wide, were required for the additional
work thrown on the Post-office in connection with Valentines, and
at every post-office in the kingdom the staff was wont to regard St.
Ynlentine's-eve as the occasion of the year when its utmost energies
were laid under requisition for the service of the public.

Hut the decay of the ancient custom of sending Valentines has
probably not come about from within itself; it may rather be attrib-
uted to the progress made in what may be called the rival custom
of sending cards of greeting and good wishes at Christmas-time. It
would almost seem that two such customs, having their timw. of
observance only a few weeks apart, cannot exist together ; and it
will probably be found that the new has been growing precisely as
the old has been dying, the former being much the stronger, chok-
ing the latter. Valentines were sent by the young only—or for the
most part, at any rate— while Christmas-cards are in favor with
almost every age and condition of life. It follows, then, that a cus-
tom such nsthis, having developed great energy, and being patron-
o d by all classes, must throw a larger mass of work upon the Poet-
olLice-th e channel through which such things naturally flow-than
\ ulentines did. And so it has been found. The pressure on the
1ost-office in the heyday of Valentines was small by comparison

excess of the ordinary correspondence, was estimated at 4 500
large portion of which reached the chief office on Christm

mg; while in the Christmas week of LWorn'
similarly dealt with was estimated at 14 000 00ft ~  corre8P°ndence
ictere (presumably containing B
was a weight of no less than three tons Evervllb’ °f * hich Llere
ure has been felt in the post-offices and it i~ herc Blmilar Press-

thai we have yet reached the climax’of thisU i “° meana 8ellle<
om. social hut rampant cua-

*
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gate daily journeying on foot of 48,860 miles, or equal to twice the
circumference of our globe.

Articles of many curious kinds have been observed passiag
through the post from time to time, some of them dangerous or
prohibited articles, which, according to rule, are sent to the Re-
turned-letter Office — the fact showing that the Post-office is not
only called upon to perform its first duty of expeditiously convey-
ing the correspondence intrusted to it, but is made the vehicle for
the carriage of small articles of almost endless variety. Some of
these are the following—many of them having been in a live state
when posted—uviz., beetles, blind-worms, bees, caterpillars, crayfish,
crabs, dormice, goldfinches, frogs, horned frogs, gentles, kingfishers,
leeches, moles, owls, rabbits, rats, squirrels, stoats, snails, snakes, silk-
worms, sparrows, stag-beetles, tortoises, white mice, artificial teeth,
artificial eyes, cartridges, china ornaments, Devonshire cream, eggs,
geranium-cuttings, glazier’s diamonds, gun-cotton, horseshoe nails,
mince-pies, musical instruments, ointments, perfumery, pork-piea,
revolvers, sausages, tobacco and cigars, etc., etc.

Occasionally the sending of Uve reptiles through the Postoffice
gives rise to interruption to the work, as has occurred when snak«
have escaped from the packets in which they had been enclosed.

S V o . kpowfug J1e,ber dre — « =» WL«
not are naturally chary in the matter of laying hold of them; and .t
LceW ed how the work would be interfered with in

the Itatod »puce of . Tnwelling Poet-ofB« m jiin

a dozen sorters, upon a considerable snake s g

among the correspondence, as has b reality banned. ~ NoO#
On another occasion a packet co“” ' examining

lizard found Us way to the RetumeddetterO te of

it next day the lizard bad meal of iUl companion,

the snake It was feared that it had n

was
Another live snake which h ®™aPe**

Marine Post-office, and
discovered in the Holyhead and Kmgstow

«otto

which they were got rid of. the gas companies of the

The strike of the stokersem p 7 ~  Poet.office as an event
metropolis in 1872 I* remembered in the F<*t
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which gave rise to a considerable amount of inconvenience and anx-
iety nt the time. That the Post-office should be left in darkness was
not a tiling to be thought possible for a moment; for such a circum-
stance would almost have looked like the extinction of civilization.
On the afternoon of the 3d of December in the year mentioned, in-
timation reached the chief office that the Gas Company could not
guarantee a supply of gas for more than a few hours, in conse-
quence of their workmen having struck work. The occasion was
one demanding instant action in the way of providing other means
of lighting, and accordingly an order wagq. issued for a ton of can-
dles. These were used at St. Martin's-le-Grand and at the branch
offices in the East Central district; while arrangements were made
to provide lanterns and torches for the mail-cart drivers, and oil-
lamps for lighting the Post-office yard. In the evening the sorting-
offices presented the novel spectacle of being lighted up by 2000
candles; and this reign of tallow continued during the next three
days. The total cost of this special lighting during the four days’
strike was £58; but there was a saving of about 160,000 feet of gas,
reducing the loss to something like £27.

CHAPTER VI
OROWTIT OF CERTAIN POST-OFFICES.

Wires the past history of the Post-office is looked into, at a period
which cannot yet be said to be very remote, it is both curious and
instructive to observe the contrast which presents itself, as between
Ute unpretending institution of those other days, and the great and
uUgmtous machine which is now the indispensable mediuTfor the

n ejance of news to eveiy corner of the empire. To imagine
~ha our country would be without the Post-office as

ould be attempting something quite beyond our powers- and”f

B ot 1@ e notagpist and an- e e TN O rd Tl Yo

aims could have produced, ~ “d apPUcation to ita
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Manager for Scotland. Salary.

£300 0 O

Accountant................ 50-0 0
Clerk..oooininnnne

. 00

Clerk’s Assistant.......ccccccceveeiiiieeeeiinns [ qq

Three Letter-carriers at 5s. a week each.

In 1736 the number of persons employed had increased to eleven
whose several official positions were as follows:

Postmaster-general for Scotland.
Accountant.

Secretary to the Postmaster.

Principal Clerk.

Second Clerk.

Clerk's Assistant.

Appréhender of Private Letter-carriere.
Clerk to the Irish Correspondents.
Three Letter-carriers.

The appréhender of private letter-carriers, as the name implies, was
on. officer whose duty it was to take up persons who infringed the
Post-office work of carrying letters for money.

The work continued steadily to grow, for in 1781 wc find there
were 28 persons employed, of whom 6 were letter-carriers; and in
1791 the number had increased to 81. In 1828 there were 82; in
1840, when the penny post was set on foot, there were 136; and in
1860,244.

In 1884 the total number of persons employed in all branches of
the Post-office service in Edinburgh was 939.

The Post-office of Glasgow, which claims to be the second city of
the kingdom, shows a similar rapidity of growth, if not a greater;
and this growth may be taken as an index of the expansion of the city
itself, though the former has to be referred to three several causes
namely; increase of population, spread of education, and develop-

ment of trade. , -
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In 1799 the staff of the Glasgow Post-office was as follows, viz. :

Salary.
Postmaster.., £200 0 O
First Clerk... 30 0.0
Second Clerk 5 00
Four Letter-carriers at 10*. 6d. a week each.. 1068 4 0
A Stamper or Sorter at 10*. 6d. a week.......... 271 6 O

So that the whole expense for staff was no more than £391 10s. per
annum, and this had been the recognized establishment for several
years. But it appears from official records, that though the post-
master was nominally receiving £300 a year, he had in 1796 given
£10 each to the clerks out of his salary, and expended besides, oh
office-rent, coal, and candles, £30 2». 8d. Somewhat similar deduc-
tions were mnde in 1797 and 1798, and thus the postmaster’s salary
wus then less than £150 a year in reality. It is worthy of note here
that letters were at that time delivered in Glasgow only twice a day.

Some ten years earlier—that is, in 1789—the in-door staff consist-
ed of the postmaster and one clerk, the former receiving £140 a
year, and the latter £30.

A penny post, for local letters in Glasgow, was started in the year
1800, when, as part and parcel of the scheme, three receiving-offices
were opened in the city. The revenue derived from the letters so
carried for the first year was under £100, showing that there cannot
have been so many as eighty letters posted per day for local deliv-
ery. After atime the experiment was considered not to have been
quite a success, for one of the receiving-offices was closed snrt «
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Hue of his office wasf7!17 io. aa ,
about £400-bl. aila, » * T

1793, with a revenue of over £2500 bI.». , , L ow,lllc >
15*,, and out of thishe iJ to M P n L
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£7R Y £AhIgath, now an important {8wn te LARGE was, & 1767
bl 0 12* 8a,, and the postmaster’s salary £20 At im« «

salary remained till [T»4 tbr»*. «TJI 'At ®Surc the
£367 1alr m b, | ' though the tevenue had increased to

A867 LU . K. but now the postmaster appealed for higher J
and brou%ht up his supports of office-rent, coal, candles war etc’
to strengthen his case «males, war, etc.,

In Dundee in the year 1800, the postmaster’'s salary was £50 and
the revenue £8165 9*. 5d.

At Paisley, the postmaster’s salary was fixed at £38 in 1790 and
remained at that figure till 1800, when a petition was sent forward
for what was called in official language an augmentation. In the
memorial it is stated that the revenue for 1799 was £1997 I» w
and that the deductions for rent, coal, candles, wax, paper, pens, and
ink, reduced the postmaster’'s salary to from £15 to £20 a year!

To show how these towns have grown up into importance within
a period of little more than the allotted span of man, and es exhib-
iting, perhaps, the yet more bounding expansion of the Post-office
system, the following particulars are added, and may prove of in-
terest:

At Aberdeen, at the present time, the annual value of postage-
stamps sold, which may he taken as a rough measure of the revenue
from the carriage of correspondence alone, is little short of £30,000;
the staff of all sorts employed numbers 191; and the postmaster's
salary gxceeds £600 a year. Arbroath is less pretentious, being a
smaller town; but the letter revenue is over £4000 a year; the per-
sons employed, 14; and the postmaster's salary nearly £200. Dun-
deb shows a postage revenue of over £35,000; 198 persons are em-
ployed there; and the postmaster’'s salary is little short of £000.
While at Paisley the revenue from stamps is nearly £10,000; the
persons employed, 48; and the postmaster’s salary, £300. Notwith-
standing the vast decrease in the rates of postage, these figures show,
in three of the cases mentioned, that the revenue from letters is now
about twelve times what it was less than a century ago.

It will probably be found that one of the most mushroom-like
towns of the country is Barrow-in-Furness, now a place of consider-
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able commerce, and an extensive shipping-port The following
measurements, according to the Post-office standard, may repay con-
sideration. Prior to 1847 there was nothing but a foot - postman,
who served the town by walking thither from Ulverston one day,
and back to Ulvcrston the next. Later on, he made the double
journey daily, and delivered the letters on his arrival at Barrow.
In 1869 the town had grown to such dimensions that the office was
mised to the rank of a head-office, and three postmen were required
for delivery. Now, in 1884, thirteen postmen are the necessary de-
livering force for the town.

About the year 1800 the Post-office had not as yet carried its civ-
ilizing influence into the districts of Balquhidder, Locheamhead, Kil-
lin, and Tyndrum, there being no regular post-offices within twenty,
thirty, or forty miles of certain places in these districte. The people
being desirous of having the post-office in their borders, the follow-
ing scheme was proposed to be carried out about the time men-
tioned:

A runner to travel from Callander to Loebeamhead—fourteen

miles—at?* ajourney, three times a week..... ......ccccceevvenene. £15 12 0

Salary to postmaster of Locheamhead...........c.cccccoeuvennen. 500
A runner from Locheamhead to Killin—eight mlles—at U a
journey, three times aweekK.......... cocooieeiiieinieennns "

Salary to postmaster of Killin............ 500
Rccclviug-housc at Wester LiX.......... cvcveeee. TR 200

OffITUt'LuT ~ LUIb-fOUr Or fiVO milee- i * Per'week'."". 318 0

So that here a whole district of country WBSto be ODened ,,n

been shown that a messenger had fonucrlvTVJ"
fourteen doublo miles for 2* it is nnt YN 1 1 88 much aa

A t t “Ola hard aA S -

‘e " iteelf. ultS Z di™
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of London extended from about Grosvenor Square and Mayfair in
the west, to Shadwell, Mile End, and Blackwall in the east; and
from Finsbury Square in the north, to the Borough and Rotherhithc
in the south; and the number of postmen then employed for the
general post-delivery was 126. London has since taken into its ma-
ternal embrace many places which were formerly quite separate
from the metropolis, and nowadays the agglomeration is known,
postally, as the Metropolitan district. In this district the number
of men required to effect the delivery of letters in 1884 is no less
than 4030. It may be mentioned that the general post-delivery
above mentioned had reference to the delivery of ordinary letters
coming from the country. Letters of the penny post—or local let-
ters—and letters from foreign parts, were delivered by different sets
of men, who all went over the same ground. In 1782 the number
of men employed in-thesc different branches of delivery work was
as follows, viz. ;

Men.
For Foreign letters........cccocoevnieennn. "
o Inland letters.... ..o, 80
“ Penny-post letters................. 44
Total..ooooeieiiiee 155

It was not till many years later that all kinds of letters cune to be
delivered by one set of postmen, and that thus needless repetition o

work was got rid of. ,
At the same period-namely, in 1782-thc other officer* of all

kinds employed in the Loudon Post-office numbered lo7. At the
present time the officers of all kinds (exclusive of postmen wim
have been referred to separately) employed in the Metropolitan dis,

trict are nearly 16,000 in number.

CHAPTER IX.
CLAIMS FOB POST-OFFICE SBBYICE.
.. . » Mr AnthoDV Trollope, mony years a



CLAIMS FOB POST-OFFICE SERVICE. 8t

which he found post-runners to be employed upon routes where
there were but few letters to deliver—while in other directions,
where postal communication would have been of the utmost bene-
fit there were no post-runners at all. This state of things had no
doubt had its origin in the efforts of influential persons, at some
previous time, to have the services established for their own per-
sonal benefit; while persons in other districts, having less interest at
head-quarters, or being less imperious in their demands, were left
out in the cold, and so remained beyond the range of the civilizing
influence. The posts in such cases, once established, went on from
year to year ; and though the arrangements were out of harmony
with the surroundings, very often nothing was done—for in all like-
lihood no one complained loud enough, or, at any rate, in a way to
prove effective.

But though the Department did wake up to the need for a better
distribution of its favors in the country districts in 1851, there were
earlier instances of surveyors attempting to lay down the posts for
the general good, instead of for a select few, and in these cases the
surveyors had sometimes a hard battle to fight. The following re-
port from a surveyor in Scotland, written in the year 1800, will illus-
trate what is here mentioned. It is given at length, and will possi-
bly be found worthy of perusal; for it not only shows both spirit
and independence on the part of the surveyor, who was evidently a
man determined to do his duty irrespective of persona, hut it sheds
some light on the practices of the post-runners of that period, and
their relations with their superiors on the one hand, and the public
on the other. It affords us, too, a specimen of official writing re-
markable for some rather quaint turns and expressions. The report
proceeds:

"1 am much obliged by the perusal of my Lord------ 's card to
you of the 29th ultimo, with a copy of a fresh memorial from his
lordship and other gentlemen upon the long-argued subject of the

AtgjusOD 0i ,he 0011186 °£ the P08t f)CIWiXt Perth and Coupar-

'«U w certainly one of those cases which hath become of tenfold
more importance by the multiplicity of writing, than from any solid
reasoning or essential matter of information to be drawn from it
thi. ™ T ,ng 10 my Offlcial dut* tO escute the alteration of

is post proposed by my late colleague Mr.--—---- , to whose mem
ory | must bear testimony, not only of his abilities, but his impar
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rf“ « *e

™>-“ t b»rete“* '**'lb«*P»Jem ,n i ““S '" *2.
can wtth confidence deny that it was ‘hastily ! n ? ;and1
partially ' gone into, as J s mem t” "
this capacity, and nnder these circumstnceTi 5 T ~ 1 1
could have wished the epithets need against this official alteration

from Tr*'a? im7 °Ppmdee Proceedings, to have dropped
2 ?2thJThb, ~onora” e' respectable, and conspicuous 2 1
1. RN "at tlle bead of this memorial. Before this
last memorial was presented, | understood from Mr.------ Secretary

Lord---—-- ethat -ur further oppositioh upon the
part of the Blairgowrie gentlemen to a re-alteration was now given
up; indeed this cannot be surprising if they had learned, as slated
m the memorial, page 9, that they had protested, did now protest
and would never cease to complain loudly of it, until they obtain
redress. Whether this argument is cool or arbitrary | have not
time nor inclination to analyze, but having been removed from this
ancient district of road, and given my uniform opinion upon the
merits of the alteration itself, | have no desire to fight the memori-
alists to all eternity.

“ Before, however, taking final leave of this contest, and of a
memorial said to be unanswerable, I consider myself in duty and
honor called upon to vindicate the late Mr.------ , 0s well as myself,
from the vindictive terms of ‘ ignorance, arbitrary, andoppressive ' im-
plied in the memorial, and which, if admitted sub silentio, might not
be confined to the mismanagement of the Post-office, but to every
other department of civil government. In order to this, | shall os
briefly as I can follow the general track of the memorial, as of a
long-beaten road, in which, if there is not safety, there is no new
difficulty to encounter. It is needless to go over the different dis-
tances—I am ready to admit them—they have not formed any ma-
terial part of the question—and the supposed ignorance of the sur-
veyor here is not to the point. The alteration neither did nor
should proceed upon such mathematical nicety. The idea of posts
is to embrace the most extensive and most needful accommodation.
In establishing a post to Blairgowrie it was neither ignorant nor
arbitrary to take the line by Isla Bridge, which was the centre of



CLAIMS FOB POST-OFFICH SKBVICB, 83

the country meant to be served by it; that is, the Coupar and the
Stormont and Highland district. It is of some consequence to ob-
serve here, that with all the great and rapid improvements men-
tioned in the memorial, of the lower or Coupar district, the upper
or Stormont district was, upon the first year’s trial, above one-half
of its revenue to the Post-office; the second, nearly or about lhrce-
fotirths; and continuing to increase in proportion. Coupar-Angus
revenue for the year ending the 10th of October last was £159 8». 7d.,
nnd Blairgowrie, £123 4«. 10d. Now if the Coupar district of coun-
try, which contains in it a populous market-town, can produce no
more than this proportion for the whole district, it is evident that
the district of Stormont, with only as yet a little village for its head
town, has more correspondence, in regard to its state of agriculture
and improvement as an infant district, than the parent district, with
its antiquity, can lay claim to, and equally well entitled at least to
be protected and nourished. Much is said of the memorialists’ line
of road, and of its being one from time immemorial. | have said in
a former paper that this may be the case; many of the roads in
Scotland, God knows, are old enough. But unless the feudal sys-
tem should still exist upon any of them, | know of no law, no reg-
ulation, no compulsion, that can oblige the poet, more than any
other traveller, to take these old beaten tracks where they can find
any other patent or better road. Nay, more—as a traveller, | am
entitled to take any patent road | choose, good or bad; and the mo-
ment this privilege is doubted in regard to the post, you resign at
once the power of all future improvements so far as it belongs to
your official situation to judge it, and let or dispose of in lease the
use of your posts to particular and local proprietors of lands, who
wdl be right to take every advantage of it in their power and in-
clude it specifically in the rental of their estates, as | have known
~ be the case with inns in which post-offices had formerly been

* There are three great roads to the north of Scotland f,™
<b«ifa « by Dunkcld), tiz., one by Duzte e£ te bv [oT "

g
4»Uy eenflo nr R | be
- forf” - - *. A r b I ™ » £ S K
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coast line. And the third, or upper line, is by Blairgowrie and Spit-
tal of Gienshee, which has no post for 50, 00, or 70 miles; and if
ever that part of the country is to have the blessing of a regular
post, it surely ought not to be by branching from the coast-line
through all the different centres, but by the more immediate and
direct line through Blairgowrie. Every one will call his own line
phe great Ime; blud surely, if 1 am bo travel either, | should be al-
lowed to judge fBy myseifs emd T belieue it WOUIH be thought very
arbitrary indeed if, before | set out, a proprietor or advocate for any
of these great lines should arrest my carriage or my horse, and say,
You shall not proceed but upon my line. | confess myself so stu-
pid that | can see no difference betwixt this and taking it out of
the power of the Post-office to judge what line they shall journey
mails. If this is not the case, then all the present lines of the past,
however absurd and ridiculous they now are or may become, must,
as they were at the beginning, and now are, remam so forever.
And | would expect next to see legal charters and infeftments

taken upon them as post-roads merely, and travellers thirled to
them as corn to a mill. But in regard to the voluminous writings
already had upon this subject, and now renewed in this last memo-
rial itjnay he necessary to be a little more particular.

~mSetting the distances aside, which no persons should have a

rteht to complain of except the inhabitants of Coupar and beyond

it. bY any delay occasion” T

VI
aome'of ' T inlTnear neighborhood

bl X. PerU.«d it.be., tad ..ni
n it ie «Ud, of receiving Uieir leltem ty ' beno
.ending Uiem b.clrty e E T T S wrkld ieern. i *
filing the Revenue a single sixpen * t in ftt tUe office at

euch letters being either receiv
Coupar-Angus, as they ought to be. '
regulations of the office, t «y are

shall be directed for intenncdiate p 1™ .

sofar as | understand the
. that if any letters
three-fourths from

(if con-
any post-office, they shall be put urto N NN they
veyed at all by post) to the post-o n of whole stage, and
shall be written, one-fourth of * coulJ nol be tgno-
rated and charged a“ ordl1™ n

for it was evident thatvery few

rant of this rule district were put into the bag,
letters for this populous and thriving a
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except FIER 1 PERGQYEY to gg beyond Couparof Pepthy;apdiReabing

«blc] | canuot ta csercised wilhoul much indelicacy as weU a« an
«T  But it required no penetration to discover that this was a very
commodious and cheap way of corresponding, though it did not img-
eni the revenue. It was an ancient privilege, m that view”t
might be considered arbitrary and oppressive to meddle with or n
temipt it. It is alittle curious that the memorialists are principally
gentlemen of property upon the road short of Coupar, and who re-
quire to be supplied daily with their small necessary articles from
Perth. | have seen no remonstrance or complaint from the town of
Coupar itself as to this alteration, nor of the consequent lateness of
arrival and danger it is said to have occasioned, nor from a number
of gentlemen beyond, whose letters come in the bag for the delivery
of Coupar. The noise has chiefly been made by gentlemen who pay
nothing for this post to Coupar-Angus, and it puts me in mind of an
anecdote I met with of a gentleman who had influence enough with
a postmaster in the country to get the post by his house, and deliver
and receive his letters, proceeding by a line of road in which he
avoided an intermediate office, and thereby saved an additional
postage both ways.

"This linewas also avery ancient one, and from time immemorial
a line too upon which our forefathers had fought hard and bled;
but tbeir children somehow or other had discovered and adopted
what they thought &much better line. | said the delivery of short
letters was not all the advantages privately had by the old plan of
the post to Coupar-Angus. This post was in the known and con-
stant habit of carrying a great deal more than letters for the inhab-
itants short of, as well as for Coupar itself; and in the delivery of
various articles upon the road, and receiving reimbursements for his
troublo one way or other, he lost one-fourth of his time; and if, as
the memorialists assert, there are fewer places to be served on the
Isla road, it is a demonstration that the longest way is after all the
nearest, and upon this head | have already ventured to assert, and
still do, that by a regular management which may be easily accom-
plished, the post may come sooner by Isla to Coupar than ever it did
formerly by the ancient road; and if it were possible to watch and
hunt after the irregularity of the post as established upon the old
system, the memorialists would find themselves in no better situation



86
THE BOTAL MAIL.

than they now are. 1 beg to mention here :

old ol prtTME accommodation, with 8 Cel «th»|t-fbln
lowed, which m .j btakate & b UpeR whL DG e im
ofjnoren«, arbitrary, and oppression may lie. Having met this
post wuh a light cart full of parcels, and awoman upon it along with
the mail | charged him with the impropriety of his conduct as a
poet, and threatened that he should not be longer in the service
‘Oh,’ says he, ‘sir, you may do as you please; | have served the
country so long in this way that, if you dismiss me, the principal
gentlemen on the road have determined to support me, and | can
make more without your mail than | do by it.” He was dismissed.
He was supported by a number of names which it is not now in my
power to recollect, butwhich are well known in Coupar-Angus, and
he issued in consequence handbills that, being now dismissed as a
post he would continue to carry on as before; and it was not till the
arbitrary hand of the Solicitor of the Post-office fell upon him that
he would either have been convicted or discouraged from his employ.

“ In this view, therefore, and not from ignorance, | know it is
better for the Revenue in some instances to pay for 19 miles of a
post than 14 or 15, and to pay for three short runners than one long
one. We have no greater faith in Blairgowrie than Coupar posts,
and they were both put upon the same footing; and notwithstand-
ing all the arguments stated against the measure, or upon the ab-
surdity, arbitrary, and oppression so much insisted on, I am still
humbly of the opinion, which was maturely weighed and decided,
that the system now in practice was best for the Revenue, whatever,
it might be to particular individuals; and in this decision | only fol-
lowed the coincident opinion of judgments much superior to my
own.

* A great deal is said upon the danger of committing care of bags
or letters to two separate runners instead of one. With regard to
carrying letters privately, or executing commissions, it may ho so.
This is the great inconvenience felt from the change. But is there
any instance where posts have opened any of the bags containing
letters, and thereby committed felony? Is there any instance where
a wilful and felonious delay has happened here more than may be
natural to any change of bags anywhere else in the kingdom? | have
heard of their not meeting sometimes so regularly in very bad or
stormy weather. This will happen to the most regular ma.bcoachcs
and horse-posts in Britain; and before such general objections
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arc to be founded upon, wilful and corrupt misconduct should be
proved, such a3 | am able to do upon the old system of one post

“ The poor blacksmith is next brought forward. 1 do not know
that a man'’s character is to be decided by his calling. He was en-
gaged by the Office to keep a receiving-house for the runners. He
is paid for his trouble by Government, and is as much under the
confidence and trust of the Office, till he proves himself unworthy
of it, as the postmasters of Perth, Coupar-Angus, or Blairgowrie. It
is not surprising, however, that this poor blacksmith should be, in
general terms, decided unfit for such duty, when officers who should
have been much better acquainted with the hammer and nails of
officedo not know how to drive theml

«A very short explanation of the idea mentioned by the memorial-
ists is that the opposition by the Blairgowrie gentlemen rose from the
supposition that they were to be cut out of their post altogether. |
never beard of this before, nor do | know this idea to have existed.
The Blairgowrie district did not interfere with the Post-office, nor
the Office with them, more than has happened in writing; nor, so
far as consists with my knowledge, have | heard or understood that
the Coupar district wished to deprive Blairgowrie of an office. That
Coupar wishes to have Blairgowrie subservient to and passing
through it is clear enough. But they do not advert that, as both
Coupar and Blairgowrie are within one stage of Perth, had Coupar
gone through Blairgowrie, or Blairgowrie through Coupar, the law
might say that one of them must pay an additional rate from Perth
—that is, id. instead of 3d.; and which both Mr. Edwards and | were
clearly of opinion would rather have injured than improved the
Revenue, as has been experienced in some similar cases. This legal
distinction my Lord------ does not appear to have observed. It is
however, stated, that by this plan of going through Coupar to Blair-
gowrie a very easy and direct communication would be established
betwixt the two places. This | have no doubt of for private busi-
ness parcels, money, etc., etc., because it would be easier for Blair
gowne to communicate in this way by one nmner-by one with
Coupar and two to Perth, than by two to Coupar and two to Perth
and for Coupar to communicate with Perth by one than two each
Z ,J h" 1SharpiD? 0,1 thc old ~ But it is a reduction of ser

icej!k e the shortening of the road here, | do not wish tosee | do
not want a reconciliation of this kind; and whatever obloquy | Lay



88 THE EOTAL MAIL.

endure, with imputation of ignorance and other general epithets of a
similar kind, | believe the memorialists, upon cool reflection, may be
more inclined to ascribe these observations to proceed from honest
real rather than wanton opposition. If it should be otherwise, |
shall remain very satisfied that | have given my judgment of it ac
cording to conscience; and | cannot be afraid, if it is necessary, that
the whole writings upon the subject should be again submitted to
the final decision of his Majesty’s Postmaster general. In regard to
the power of altering the course of the posts, | am decidedly of opin-
ion the question ought to go to their lordships’ judgment; but as to
any personal opposition to the memorialists, | disclaim it; and as
they say they are determined to fight till they conquer, | would now
retire from the contest, with this observation, that, though such doc-
trines and resolutions may be very good for the memorialists, they
would, in my humble opinion, if generally expressed and followed,
be very bad for the country.”

It is really surprising how some of the ideas and practices of the
feudal times still survive, ancient arrangements coming up from time
to time for revision, asthose who suffer acquire greater independence
or a truer conception of their position in the State. Quite recently
the Postmaster-general was called upon to settle a dispute between
the Senior Magistrate of Fraserburgh and Lord------ (the local seig-
neur), as to who had the right to receive letters addressed to “ The
Provost” or “ Chief Magistrate ” of Fraserburgh, both parties claim-
ing such letters. His lordship had hitherto obtained delivery of the
letters, on the ground of his being “ heritable provost” or “ baron-
bailie,” titles which smell strongly of antiquity; but the modern ro-
vost and Chief Magistrate, being no longer disposed to submit to the

arrangement, appealed to head-quarters, and obtained a dectmonas

T)nllon MftfTislratO. should rCCCIVC
follows viz., that he, belng Senior

all «rmmu0|cetlons addressed to ‘‘ Tte Provost," " The Chief”

Lord-—-
.re," or =The Acllog Chie, Magtere*,” E T?7* £
T.™ »7.ATu>cbl» - , r t i .i;'»
surprise is, that ite e »*»e Pre™* stould tav.

have been endured so long, and ttal <« » m < r

been so slighted. in uy, prevent or hin-
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Post-office being called
a daily post to.a small ptooe m
but a tri weekly post a ge

untU tben had had
1J kd up0Q the postmaster to
were> stating as his reason
urge that things might be M J fhc mail-car, rendered neces-

tbat the change of improvements, would not suit
sary in connection with the p 1» * IB the habit of using

himself and some other®™ * ® near the mail-car route! fe
the car when going to fish on a lake nea

not this a casc showing a sad lack of public spirit?

CHAPTER X.

TUK TRAVELLING POST-OFFICE.

Travellers who are in the habit of journeying over the princi-
pal railway lines, must at some time or other have noticed certain
carriages in the express trains which had an unusually dull and van-
like appearance, though set off with a gilded crown and the well-
known letters V. R., and that generally theee carriages appeared to

have no proper doors, and were possessed of none but very diminu-

tive windows-on one side, at any rate. Itwill have been observed,

also, that sometimes two, three, or more of such carriages are placed
end to end in certain trains, and that a hooded gangway oT passage
enables those inside one carriage to visit any or all of the other car-
riages. When the email square holes, or dwarf door ways, which
communicate with the outside are open, a glare of light is seen
within, which reveals a variety of human legs and much canvas—
the latter in the shape of mail bags, either suspended from the walls
of the carriage or lying on the floor. There carriages are what are
called in the Post-office the “ Travelling Post-office;” or, when brev-
ity is desirable—as is often the care—the " T. P. 0.” There are sev-
eral travelling post-offices of more or less importance pursuing their
rapid flight during the night in different quarters of the country;
but the most important, no doubt, are the “ London and North-
western and Caledonian,” running from London to Aberdeen; the
"Midland," running from Newcastle diagonally across England to
Bristol; and the '‘ London and Holyhead ” Travelling Post-office, by
which the Irish mails to Dublin are conveyed as far as Holyhead.

If a stranger were allowed to travel in one of there carriages, the
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TRAVELLING PO3TOrric+*.

supplied in the Travelling Post-office has been given by improved
oil-lamps, though more recently gas has been introduced in some of
the carriages. The next thing he would notice would likely be the
long series of pigeon-holes occupying the whole of one side of the
vehicle, divided into groups—each box having a name upon it,or a
number, and. a narrow table running along in front of the boxes,
bearing a burden of letters which the sortere are busily disposing
of by putting each one in its proper place; that is, in the pigeon-
hole, from which it will afterwards be despatched. Then hanging
on the walls, or lying under the table, will be seen canvas bags and
canvas sacks, each having its name stencilled in bold letters on its
side, and somewhere about the floor great rolls of black leather,
with enormously strong straps and buckles—the expanse of leather
in each roll being almost sufficient to cover an ox. The use of these

hides of leather will be described farther on.
The Taiton d'etre of the Travelling Post-office is to circumvent
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time—to enable that to be done on the way which, without it, would
have to be done before the train started, or after it arrived at its des-
tination, at the expense of time in the doing, and to collect and dis-
pose of correspondence at all points along the route of the train—
which correspondence would otherwise, in many cases, have to pass
through some intermediate town, to be detained for a subsequent
means of conveyance. The T. P. O. is one of the most useful parte
of the machinery of the Post-office. Among the smaller things that
might be observed in the carriage would be balls of string for tying
bags or bundles of letters, cydopean sticks of sealing-wax, a chro-
nometer to indicate sure time, a lamp used for melting the wax, and
various books, report-forms, seals, etc.

The etranger would be surprised, also, to see with what expedi-
tion an experienced sorter can pass the letters through his hands,
seldom hesitating at an address, but reading so much of it as is nec-
essary for his purpose, and, without raising his eyes, carrying his
hand to the proper pigeon-hole, just as a proficient on a musical
instrument can strike with certainty the proper note without taking
hia eye off his music. In some cases—as in dealing with registered
letters-a sorter has much writing to do; but, standing with his feet
well apart, and holding a light board on his left arm on which to
write, and further, by accommodating hia body to the swinging of

ccamages, he is able to uae his pen or pencil with considerable
freedom and succese.

As the duties in the T. P. O. are, for the most part, performed dur.

Imlin Z htthCT T * CmplOyed have ft gr**1deal of night-work

"»m .boo ao bta.iag . ppJ n pm S I T .~ «Tm
pans, they Uve a life of duty far removal fmm f P * t warmling-
Th« large P'««te 0, L,uJL , L, r r . . T »
ferrod to, called pouches are h» h ,,, ,, . . ttached*»heady re-

have to be delivered by whatiscotTto0o”~noC n ™ I~

The mail-hags to be eo disposed of are roUed urTf appamtus-
pouches; the ends of the leather are fold«! , P“*“ ide ODe <* these
round with the strong leather strane- lu* 2" " bole b bould
enwl, the pouch is rxily for deliver’ if’ t" buckles Niog fast-
I1adt bl described. This consists 07two ** the apparatus
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«tout iron attached to the carriage which
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ie suspended when ready; and a receiving net, also attached to the
side of the carriage, which can likewise be extended outward to
catch the mails to be taken up—this portion acting the part of an
aerial trawl-net to capture the bags suspended from brackets on the
roadside. The apparatus on the roadside is the counterpart of that
on the carnage, the suspending arm in each case fitting itself to the
nets on the carriage and roadside respectively. Now the use of this
apparatus demands much attention and alacrity on the part of the
inen who are in charge of it; for arms and net must not, for fear of
accidents, be extended anywhere but at the appointed places, and
within two hundred or three hundred yards bi where the exchange
of mails is to take place. The operators, in timing the delivery, are
guided by certain features of the country they are passing through—
a bridge, a tree on arising ground which can be seen against tho sky,
a cutting along the line through which the train passes with much
clatter, a railway station, and so on—as well as by their estimate of
the speed at which the train is running. When the nights are clear,
a trained operator can easily recognize his marks; but in avery dark
night, or during afog, his skill and experience are put to the test. On
euch occasions he seems to be guided by the promptings of his collect-
ive senses. He puts his face close to thewindow, shutting off the light
from the carriage with his hands, and peers into tho darkness, trying
to recognize some wayside object ; he listens to the noise made by tho
train estimates ito speed of travelling, and by these means he judges
of his position, and effects the exchange of the mails

It is indeed marvellous that so few failures take place; but thbis
an instance of how, by constant application and ex~Hence thmgs
are accomplished which might at first sight be considered wcll-n.g

the contents oi we ~ t by post was once

eecured in strong covers. ~  following humorous note:
aged in this way, giving rise to 1
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The Travelling Post-office apparatus is said to have been origi-
nally suggested by Mr. Ramsay of the General Post-office; but his
machinery was not very satisfactory when brought into practice.
The ideawas, however, improved upon by Mr. Dicker,who was able
to bring it into working condition; and for his services in this mat-
ter he was awarded a sum of £500 by the Lords of the Treasury,
and the Postmaster-general conferred upon him an appointment as
Supervisor of mail-bag apparatus. Some further improvements
were carried out by Mr. Pearson Hill, as, for example, the double
arm, so that two pouches might be discharged at once from the
some carriage-door. The apparatus first came to be used about
thirty years ago, and there are now in the United Kingdom some
two hundred and fifty points, or stations, at which this magical game
of give and take is carried on daily, and in many cases several times
a day. At certain places not merely one or two pouches are dis-
charged at a time, but a running fire is sometimes kept up to the ex-
tent of nine discharges of pouches. By the limited mail proceeding
to the North, nine pouches are discharged at Oxenholme from the
three post - office carriages, the method followed being this; Two
pouches are suspended from the arms at each carriage -door, and
upon these being discharged, three of the arms are immediately re-
loaded, when the pouches are caught by a second set of roadside
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nete, distant only about six hundred yards from the first. It is
necessary that great care should be taken in adjusting the nets,
arms, and roadside standards to their proper positions in relation
to one another, for any departure from such adjustment sometimes
leads to accident. The pouches occasionally are sent bounding over

hedges, over the carriages, or under the carriage-wheels, where they

and their contents get cut to pieces. Pouches have been found at

the end of a journey on the carriage-roof, or hanging on to a buf-
fer. In November last a pouch containing several mail-bags was
discharged from the Midland Travelling Post-office at Cudworth,
near Barnsley; but something going wrong, the pouch got cut up,
and the contents were strewn along the line as far as Normsnton.
Some of these were found to be checks, a silver watch, a set of arti-
ficial teeth, etc.

The following is a list of the Travelling Post-offices in the United
Kingdom, most of which travel by night, distributing their freight
of intellectual produce through all parts of the country:

North-western and Caledonian. St Pancia and Derby.
Birmingham and Stafford. Midland.
London and Holyhead Bristol and Newton Abbot
Bangor and Crewe, and Normanton South-western.

and Stalybridge. South-eastern.
London and Exeter. Great Northern:
Bristol and Exeter London and Bristol.
York aud Newcastle. London and Crewe.
Dahlin and Beirast Midland (Ireland).

: <

Belfast and Northern Counties. 3t Sf)uthern and Western.
Ulst Dahlia to Cork.

ster.

There .re, beeid», . ,re« »«¥Y «ber TravelilaS
.leer importance throughout the country, denoted toting

ers.
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Jiis bencli—all of these have formed the theme of song, and have
claimed the notice of writers of verse. It is otherwise with the
men who sort our letters. This may possibly be due to two causes
—that sorters are comparatively a modern institution, and that their
work is carried on practically under seal. In times which are little
beyond the recollection of persons now living the lines of post were
so few, and the division and distribution of letters so simple, that
the clerks who examined and taxed the correspondence also sorted
it: and the time taken over the work would seem to show much delib-
eration in the process; for we find that in 1796, when correspondence
was very limited, it took above an hour at Edinburgh “ to tell up,
examine, and rctax " the letters received by the mail from England
for places in the north; and that when foreign mails arrived two
hours were required; and further time was necessary for taxing and
sorting letters posted in Edinburgh for the same district of country

the staff employed in the business being two clerks. In those
days there were really no sorters, unless such as were employed in
the chief office in London. As to the work being carried on under
sea), it is not going beyond the truth to say that, to the great ma-
jority of persons, the interior of the Post-office is a ferra incognita
their sole knowledge of the institution being derived from the nil-
i& and the postman.

1 et the sorters of the present age, forming a very large body are
ever engaged in doing an important and by no means shnple duty
As etters arme in the morning, and are handed in at the breakfast-
Uile, speculation arises as to their origin; a well-known hand is rec-
oghized, .merest is excited by the contents, or the well-springs of

0°T I I ' * brOUgbt With the 8ilvered “« i or sor-

"rolRetire Of dCath: aDd thU8 abSOrbed in ‘ he mat-
odmoe\lNolMrw«nTIrM/b ""T* thUght U pared * *e
E in’ of ffight ~ Ddfl ~ PTell them « directed

When most men are enjoying the ,
restorer, which it is the privilege of the nivht V** natUre'8 eweet
sorters in a large number of post-offices through'll *° ~ Lle
bard at work, and on nearly all the great lin ~ f countl7 are
eUing post-offices are speedbg tie r ~ A h ? A
“on. canying not only immense o0n T 7

“ o arce of men who arrange and sort U ,  eSpondenc«. but
sciously though it may be, th e A n
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most powerful agency m binding society together, and promoting
the commercial enterprise of the country. It lies in the nature of
things that sorters’ duties should largely fall into the night. Like
a skilful mariner who bends to his use every wind that blows, the
Post-office avails itself of every opportunity to send forward its let-
ters. To lay aside till morning correspondence arriving at an inter-
mediate stage at night would not consort with the demands of the
age we live in; despatch is of the first consequence, and hence it
is that to deal with through correspondence many offices are open
during the night. Some offices are never closed; at all hours the
round of duty goes on without intermission; but in these, as also
in many other cases where the periods of duty are long, relays
of sorters are necessarily employed. Much might be said of the
broken hours of attendance, the early risings, the discomforts and
cold of the Travelling Post -offices in winter, and the like, which
sorters have to endure; and something might also be said of their
loyalty to duty, punctuality in attendance, and readiness to strain
every nerve under the pressure of occasions like Christmas. But
these things would not, perhaps, be of general interest, and our
object here is rather to show what a sorter’'s work really is.

Does it ever occur to an ordinary member of the community how
letters are sorted? And if so, what has the thinking member made
of it? "Wc fear the idea would wear a somewhat hazy complexion.
This is how it is done in Edinburgh, for example. The lettere
when posted are of course found all mixed together, and bearing
addresses of every kind. They are first arranged with the post-
age-stamps all in one direction, then they are stamped (the labels
being defaced in the process), and thereafter the letters are ready
to be sorted. They are conveyed to sorting frames, where a first
division is carried out, the letters being divided into about twenty
lots, representing roads or despatching divisions, and a few large
towns Then at these divisions the final soriadon takes p ace, to
accord with the bags in which the letters will be enclosed w he~ho
proper hour of despatch arrives. This seems a very simple process,

ABufSore a sorter is competent to do this work he must learn



SORTERS AND CIRCULATION. 97

*e how letters circulated less than a hundred years ago. In 1793
the London mail arrived at Glasgow at six o'clock m the morning,
but the letters for Paisley did not reach the latter place liU 1 -~
that is. five hours after their arrival in Glasgow-though the
Unce between the places is only seven miles. A couple of years be-
fore that letters arriving at Edinburgh on Sunday morning for Stir-
ling. Alloa, and other places north thereof, which went by way of
Falkirk, were not despatched till Sunday night; they reached Fal-
kirk the same night or early on Monday morning, and there they re-
mained till Tuesday morning, when they went on with the North
mail; so that between Edinburgh and Falkirk two whole days were
consumed. In the year 1794 the London mail reached Edinburgh
nt B am, unless when detained by bad weather or break-downs.
The letters which it brought for Perth, Aberdeen, and places on that
line lay in Edinburgh fourteen hours—viz., till 8 p.m.—before be-
ing sent on. The people of Aberdeen were not satisfied with the
arrangement, and os the result of agitation, the hour was altered to
1 p.m. This placed them, however, in no better position, for the ar-
rival at Aberdeen was so late at night that the letters could only be
dealt with next day. Itwas not easy to accommodate all parties, and
there was a good deal of trouble over this matter. The Edinburgh
newspapers required an interval, after the arrival of the London
mail, for the printing of their journals and preparing them for the
North despatch. The Aberdeen people thought that an interval of
three hours was sufficient for all purposes, and urged that the North
mail should start at 9 a.m. In one of their memorials they write
thus: “ They think that the institution of poets was, in the first
place, to facilitate commerce by the conveyance of letters with the
quickest possible despatch from one end of the kingdom to the other;
and, in the next place, to raise a revenue for Government; and they
cannot conceive that either of those ends will be promoted by the
letters of two-thirds of the kingdom of Scotland lying dormant for
many hours at Edinburgh.”

In another of the petitions from the people of Aberdeen they
strangely Introduce their loyalty as a lever in pressing their claims-
"Were we of this city,” say they, "to lay claim to any peculiar

It m'Eht perhaps be that of a sincere attachment to order and
good government, which places us, in this respect at least, equal to
the most dignified city in Britain.”

From d Post-office point of view, the memorialists appeared to be

5
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under some mistake as to the gain to be derived from ,hc chanee
dz T "™ Tlhere WaS 80mctllinS connected with the return mad!
winch d,d not fall in with the plan, and the surveyor nl"'e Z ¢
opposition to it. In one of his reports he makes this curious ob-
servation: “ | am persuaded that some of them, as now appears to be
the case, may be very well pleased to get free from the obligation ol an-
swering their letters in course—and particularly in money matters!”
These facts show what a poor circulation the Post office had at
the period in question, and what splendid intervals there were in
which to sort the correspondence. Nowadays, in any office pretend-
ing to importance, the letters pour in all day long (and all night too,
possibly), and they pour out in a constant stream at the same time-
letters being in and out of an office in certain instances within the
space of a few minutes. A good sorter will sort letters at the rate
of 25 to 40 a minute. But let n3 look at what a sorter has to learn
to do this. A leaf of the circulation book in use at Edinburgh for
places in England is inserted on page 99, which will be of assist-
ance in understanding the matter. It will be observed that there
are seven times in the day at which despatches arc made to England.
Letters for Martock, in Somersetshire, for example, in accordance
with the hour at which they may he posted, would be sent thus: to
Birmingham at 10 a.m.; to the Midland Travelling Post - office.
Forward, third division, at 2.40 p.m.; no circulation at 4.15 r. h,;
to the Glasgow and Carlisle Sorting Tender (a sorting carriage run-
ning between these towns) at 5.50 p.m.; no circulation at 7.20 r.m. ;
to the Bristol and Exeter Travelling Post-office at 9 p.m.; and to
London at 10 p.m. Then if we take Mitcheldcan, at the foot of
the sheet, its circulation is this: to Birmingham at 10 a.m.; to
Gloucester at 2.40 p.m.; to the Glasgow and Carlisle Sorting Tender
at 550 p.m.; to Gloucester at 9 P.M.; and to Manchester at 1)
p-M.; and so on throughout the book, which contains the names of
some 1300 places in England. Nor, as regards England, is this all.
The sorters have to divide letters into the several London districts
by reference to the street addresses which the letters bear. Again
these men have to know the circulation for Scotoli towns and Irish
towns, and many of them have, besides, such a knowledge of the
streets of their own city, Edinburgh, as enables them to sort letters
for delivery into the several postmen's districts. Thus it will be
seen that the sortation of letters is no mere mechanical process, but
demands considerable head-work, as well as activity of body.



SORTERS AND CIRCULATION.

1
Toan Covami.
Dbl BDTbI
Martock, R.8.0........... Sorerset Binmingham
(IImineUr.) Bim I\-/ll—cll:’af(‘)d|:8
Maryport.................. Querlad  Calisle (ﬂtﬂe
Matlock Batb........... .
Midksham............... Wiltshire EMthI4E§F8
Meltou Mowbray........ Leicester. 'ﬁf‘gg% 8
Mnﬂ&uﬁ?SQﬁ Aglesea. o
jangor.
Merthyr Tyaudll...... " @ inmingham  Glougester.
Mcheider Staion.... Ut S Do v
t
Mddleaborongh......... York. Darilrgt(n
I@ﬂamaﬂHMQ§jmm York. Nonnatitou.
A 1 1tu.
Maddlenlch.......... Liverpool.
dburet........... Stiraci Loncon. .
Mford Haven.......... Binmringham  Qlonosstey.
Westmoreland. Carligle:
Miverton, RSTO....H.... Sorerset. Bimingram W%d ES
aunnm. o B
Miretead RSO ) Sureret  Binrirghem Mgl
(Taunton.) 1.0, P1
MUcholdeau, USO G(“ES‘. er. Eﬂﬁl[’ﬂll GIO.DES(EI

(i)

4ISr.u.

Derby.

HwBT.
68r.u.

GACs.T.
Calisle

GaACST.
GACaT.

GAC.aT.
0. AC.8.T.
QACaT
8W Dit
«e
0.AC.dT.
SW Dit

1Dr.u.

Loudon.

iiniL

-ru 0IM

BAET.P.O London

Callde

Leedks.
London.

[ Dt
Leicster.  Leeds.
Liverpool.  Marchester.

Goupsster.  Marchester.
London. . London.
aw. Dir.

Tk

NWT.P.O. UTerpool
Lodon,

&W.t
U?ml

Gl TPQ
BAETPQ Londn

RAET.P.O. London
Gouosster.  Marohester.



100 THE ROYAL MAIL.

With some men it is impossible for them ever to become pood
orters, even with the most earnest desire on their part to do so
There are certam qualities necessary for the purpose, and if they arc
not united in the person, he will never come to the front as a good
sorter. These are: self command—necessary when working against
time ; activity in his person, so as to meet any sudden strain of
work; a methodical habit; and, the rine qua non of a sorter, a quick,
prehensile, and retentive memory. So mudi has a sorter to learn
that a man without a head can never distinguish himself; and an
educational test, except as a measure of acquirements in a collateral
way, is of very little use. A sorter’s success rests chiefly upon nat-
ural aptitude.
In the circulation of lettera we may discover the paradox that
“ the longest road is often the shortest;” the explanation of which
is, that by a roundabout way letters may sometimes arrive sooner
than by waiting the next chance by a more direct route. Post-ofBcc
circulation is not tied down by any straitlaced lines of geographical
science, nor by any consideration but that of the economy of time.
For example, at certain periods letters from Edinburgh for places
in Norfolk and Suffolk go on to London, to return north to those
counties by the mails out of London ; similarly, letters for places
north of Manchester are at certain hours sent on to that city, to be
returned part of the way by next opportunity. It will no doubt
seem a puzzle that letters for Ireland should, at a certain time of day,
be forwarded from Edinburgh to Leeds in Yorkshire! Yet this is
so, and with good results—the fact being that, after the more direct
despatches for the day, Irish letters are sent by the last evening train
to Leeds, whence early next morning they arc sent across the coun
try, reaching a travelling post-office proceeding from London to
Holyhead, and then catching the day-mail packet for Ireland. Thus
they arrive in the sister isle by the time they would otherwise be
only leaving Scotland. In the travelling post-offices the plan of
carrying letters away from their destinations in order that time may
be gained for their sortation, and afterwards sending them back by
a Post-office carriage proceeding in the reverse direction, is large y
practised, and with the greatest advantage. @Agam, letters from
Newcastle-on-Tyne for Glasgow, forwarded by the night-mail, take
what might be thought to be a very wide circuit namely, by na>
of Normanton in Yorkshire, and Manchester and Wigan w La» <
shire- yet that circulation is found to be best at the hour at wluc
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the night-mail despatch is made. In one case that may be cited,
letters from Berwick-on-Tweed for Carlisle are, at a certain time of
the day, forwarded through Edinburgh as the most expeditious
route. There is such a complexity of arrangement in the matter of
circulation, and so great a dependence of any one part on a great
many other surrounding parts, that comparatively few persons ever
thoroughly understand it, and only those who can master it should
meddle with it.

In one aspect the process of sortation bears some resemblance to
digestion. This is observed in connection with the strange courses
which letters run if, by a first misreading of the address, they happen
to get out of their proper lineor direction. A day seldom passes -but
some letter addressed to Edinbrjdgc in Kent reaches the city of Edin-
burgh, either from London or some other English town. There s, of
course, a strong resemblance between the names of the two places
ns written, yet the missent letters must have passed through the
hands of two or three sorters before reaching Edinburgh. But
though this might seem to suggest carelessness, there is this to bé
said, that whenever a letter for Edinbridge gets out of its own course,
and into the stream of letters for Edinburgh, the sorters have a pre-
disposition to assimilate it os an Edinburgh letter, and so it gets for-
warded to that city. The same thing applies in regard to letters for
Leek, Leith, and Keith, and for Musselburgh and Middlesborough—
especially when, as is too often the case, the writing is not good-
and many other similar instances might he given. Letters for Fiii
frequently reach Edinburgh from London and the South, being mis-
sent as for Fife in Scotland; and we have it on the authority of the
Colonial Postmaster of Fiji, that numbers of letters, papers etc

Al m- B r A r
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CHAPTER XI1.
PIGEOL1T-POS8T.

T he intellectual superiority of man lias enabled him to bend to
his purposes the various physical powers of the lower animals—as,
for example, the strength of the ox and the fleetness of the horse—
and his observation has taught him also to turn to his use some of the
instincts of the lower creation, though these gifts may lie hidden be-
yond the reach of his understanding. Thus the keen scent of the
blood-hound, and the sense which enables the “ ship of the desert” to
sniff the distant spring, are equally become subservient to the interests
of man; but it is with reference to another instinct not less remarka-
ble thatthis chapter iswritten—the homing instinct of the carrier pig-
eon. This gentle bird has long been known as a messenger capable
of conveying news from one place to another over considerable dis-
tances. It is asserted that “ Hirtius and Brutus, at the siege of Mo-
dena, held a correspondence by pigeons; and Ovid tells ub that Tau-
rosthenes, by a pigeon stained with purple, gave notice to his father
of his victory gt the Olympic games, sending it to him at A£gina.’
In Persia and Turkey pigeons were trained for this service, and it is
stated that every bashaw had some of these birds reared in order
swiftly to convey news to the seraglio on occasions of insurrection
or other emergency. In somewhat modem times the best birds were
said to be those of Aleppo, which served as couriers at Alexandrei»
and Bagdad; but many years ago their services m this Ime had to
be given up, owing to the Kurd robbers Kkilling the pigeons in tbc

L ir journey. It do» »Ol nppe». bower, 'm>
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urally harmless creatures. The following particulars from one of
the annual reports on the Post office will show to what extent ser-
vice was rendered by carrier-pigeons in keeping up postal commu-
nication with Paris when that city was invested during the Franco-
German war of 1870-71: .

“ As the war proceeded, and the hostile forces approached Pans,
the risk of interruption to our Indian mails became more and more
imminent, and caused serious uneasiness to the Post-office. This
feeling, which was not long in communicating itself to the public,
the subsequent investment of the capital served to enhance. The
mails had now to branch off at Amiens, and go round by Rouen and
Tours, at a cost, in point of time, of from thirty to forty hours; but
even this circuitous route could not long be depended upon, and
nothing remained but to abandon Marseilles altogether as the line
of communication for our Indian mails. There was only one al-
ternative— to send them through Belgium and Germany by the
Brenner Pass to Brindisi, and thence by Italian packets to Alex-
andria.

“ But it was in respect to the mails for France herself, and espe-
cially for Paris, that the greatest perplexity prevailed, As soon as
Amiens was threatened—Amiens, the very key stone of our postal
communication with the interior and south of France—it became
evident that the route via Calais would not remain much longer.
The alternative routes that presented themselves were via Dieppe,
and via Cherbourg or St. Malo, and no time was lost in making the
necessary arrangements with the Brighton and South-western Rail-
way companies. By both companies trains were kept in constant
readiness at the terminus in London, and vessels remained under
steam at Newhaven and Southampton, prepared to start at the
shortest notice, according to the course events might take Late in
the evening of the 26th of November intelligence was received in
London that the line of communication through Amiens was closed
and the mails were diverted from Calais to Cherbourg; within thé
next four days Cherbourg was exchanged for Dieppe, and Dt
soon afterwards for St. Malo. As to the means adopted for Zﬁ
Uimmg communication with Paris, the pigeon-post has become mat
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reduced form to a diminutive piece of very thin paper, such ns a
pigeon could carry, the photographic process being repeated on their
arrival in Paria, for the purpose of obtaining a larger impression.
There were essential conditions that these letters should be posted
open without cover or envelope, and that they should Ik registered ;
that they should be restricted to twenty words; that they should be
written in French in clear and intelligible language, and that they
should relate solely to private affairs, and contain no allusion either
to the war or to politics. The charge was fixed at 5d. for each word
(the name and address counting as one word), and 6rf. for registra
tion. Ddring the investment, from November, 1870, to January,
1871, the number of letters sent from London to Tours, for despatch
by pigeon-post to Paris, was 1234.”

Profiting by the example furnished during the progress of the
Franco-German war, the good people of the Fiji Islands have quite
recently established a pigeon-post, to serve them in the peaceful pur-
suits of trade. The colony of Fiji is a group of 225 islands, between
which the communications by sailing-vessels or steamers are not
very regular, the former being frequently becalmed or retarded by
head winds, while the latter arc of small power and low speed. An
important part of the trade of the islands consists in exporting fruit
and other produce to Australia and New Zealand, the largest portion
consisting of bananas, of which a single steamerw.il sometimes car-
ry about twelve thousand bunches. It is desirable not to cut the
bananas till the steamers from Australia and New Zealand arrive at
Fiji and consequently early news of the event w1 most important to
planters in the more remote islands; for if the small «choonem. o

Of communication be extended to all the
already been to some, many a cargo will be saved to the poo p
ers which would otherwise be wholly lost n n n
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“ LATEST NBEWS FROM SWVA
“ Per Pigeon-post.

“ Thbe following despatch, dated Suva, Sunday, 3 p.m., was re-
ceived at Nosova at 3.42 Bawle day:

“ IMero arrived midnight; left Melbourne 26th, Newcastle 29th.
Passengers—Mrs. Fowler and child, Mrs. Cusack and family, Mrs.
Blythe and child, Messrs. F. llughes, Fullarton, J. Sims, J. B. Mat-
thews, T, Rose, and A. H. Chambers.

* Agents -general of Queensland and Victoria gone to France to
interview Ministers in re récidivistes question. Marylebonc won
match, one innings and 115 runs; Australians have since defeated
Birmingham 11. Gunga, Capt. Fleetwood, leaves Sydney 24th ult.
New Zealand football team beat N. S. Wales, 34 points to nil. Cin-
tra at Newcastle, loading coal for Melbourne, same time as Hero.
A. S. N. Co. bought Adelaide Simpson’s Birkgate and Fenterden.

“ Wairarapa and Penguin just arrived, further news when admit-
ted to Pratique. ,

“ Monday, 5p.m.

“ Penguin may be expected in Lcvuka mid-day to-morrow, Tues-
day.

“ Wairarapa leaves for Levuka at daylight on Wednesday. Hero
leaves at 10.30 on Tuesday, for Deuba, and may be expected to arrive
in Lcvuka on Wednesday night.”

It is right to add that the “ Pigeon-post” of Fiji is not connected
with the Postal Department, but is carried on as a private enterprise.

CHAPTER XIII.
ABUSE OF THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE, AND OTHER
Abubie of the Franking Privilege.

M iierever the use of anything of value is gi

check of a money or other equivalent, the use is su

abolition, on
5*
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a introduction of the penny postage in 1840, came none too soon
towlL P? ff 10nger COnUnued' il is ~possible to conceive
to what extent the abuse of it might have grown; but what mi-ht
have occurred here has, in some measure, taken place in the United
States, as is shown by the following statement made by the Post,
master-general of that countiy, about twenty years after the aboli-
tion of the privilege in this:

“ Another potent reason for the abolition of the franking privi-
lege, as now exercised, is found in the abuses which seem to be
inseparable from its existence. These abuses, though constantly
exposed and animadverted upon for a series of years, have as con-
stantly increased. It has been often stated by my predecessors, and
is a matter of public notoriety, that immense masses of packages
are transported under the Government frank which neither the let-
ter nor the spirit of the statute creating the franking privilege
would justify; and a large number of letters, documents, and pack-
ages are thus conveyed, covered by the frank of officials, written in
violation of law, not by themselves, but by some real or pretended
agent; while whole sacks of similar matter, which have never been
handled nor even seen by Government functionaries, are transported
under franks which have been forged. The extreme difficulty of
detecting such forgeries has greatly multiplied this class of offences;
while their prevalence has so deadened the public sentiment in
reference to them that a conviction, however ample the proof, is
scarcely possible to be obtained. The statute of 1825, denouncing
the counterfeiting of an official frank under a heavy penalty, Is
practically inoperative. | refer you to the case reported at length
by the United States attorney for the district, as strikingly illustra-
ting this vitiated public opinion, reflected from the juiy-box. The
proof was complete, and the case unredeemed by a single palliation;
and yet the offender was discharged unrebuked, to resume, if it
should please him, his guilty task. This verdict of acquittal is
understood to have been rendered on two grounds : first, that the
accused said he did not commit the offence to avoid the payment of
the postages; and second, that the offence has become so prevalent
that it is no longer proper to punish it. These are startling propo-
sitions, whether regarded in their legal, moral, or logical aspects/’
NThe unblushing way in which the British Post-office in its earlier
days was called upon to convey not only franked letters, but under
franks, articles of a totally different class, will be perceived from
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tlic following cases. It is not to be understood, however, that the
things consigned actually passed through the Post-office, but rather
that they were admitted for transport on board the special packet-
ships of Government, sailing for the purposes of the Post-office. The
cases are taken from the first annual report of the Postmaster-general :

“ Fifteen couples of hounds going to the King of the Komans
with a free pass.”

“ Some parcels of cloth for the clothing colonels in my Lord
North’'s and my Lord Grey's regiments.”

“ Two servant-maids going as laundresses to my Lord Ambassa-
dor Methuen.”

"Doctor Crichton, carrying with him a cow and divers other
necessaries."

" T1,rec 8uiLs of cloaths for some nobleman’s lady at the Court of
Portugal.” '

“ J1 box containing three pounds of tea, sent as a present by my
Lady Arlington to the Queen-dowager of England at Lisbon.”

Eleven couples of hounds for Major-general Hompesch ”

“ A case of knives and forks for Mr. Stepney, her Majesty’'s En-

voy to the King of Holland.”

we e D* * - - P RS R
“* Ambai«ador ,1 the

“ A box of medicines for my Lord Galway in Portugal ”
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some greater check on the evil, it was enacted in 1763 that the
whole superscription must be in the handwriting of the member;
but even this proved inadequate, and further restrictions were im-
posed in 1784 and 1795. Some very difficult and troublesome ques-
tions arose from time to time in dealing with members’ letters. For
example, when a member of Parliament had no place of residence
in London, and was living out of the United Kingdom, if he had his
letters addressed to a public office, or to any solicitor, banker, or
Other agent, he was not entitled to have his letters free of postage,
but, if so directed and delivered, the postage had to he paid. Again,
when a member kept up a residence in London, but had his letters
directed to another place, the member ceased to enjoy the privilege
as regards such letters; as he also did when letters were addressed
to his residence in the country, and he happened to be elsewhere at
the time of their delivery. Then a Catholic peer dying, who had
never taken his seat, and being succeeded by his brother, who was a
Protestant, the question is raised whether the latter could claim to
use the franking privilege before the issue of the writ calling him
to the House of Peers; and the legal decision is given that he could
not so exercise the privilege. Keeping the members within proper
bounds must evidently have been a task for the officers of the Post
office requiring both vigilance and determination.

But there was another kind of fraud carried on under the privi-
lege granted to soldiers. A surveyor in Scotland thus referred to
the irregularity as observed in Scotland in 1797:

“ As there is so much smuggling of letters already in Scotland,
and reason to suspect it will increase from the additional rates, it is
matter of serious concern to the Revenue to obtain a clear legal rc-
S m and | wieh you .0 «xpre*« itt» U*Berd etL 0o*». «
case it may not be too late to offer any hints from the distant situa-

had occasion formerly to observe to you that a very
«=eat evasion of the Poet Revenue has taken place-particular)

£ . noni, of Scotland—fro« the privilege n
cover of which not only n very genen! «Pt* " E f
common people the* « 1»« rol-
.reed by their oMeere.* * ~ J T un T ,bI£ETb«,vod ...
diers’ addresses; hut even m severa , themselves of this

detected, persons in higher ranks have availed thcmsc
circumstance.”
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The Post-office has also been exposed to frauds in other ways.
Thus it was a common device to take a newspaper bearing the news-
paper frank, prick out with a pin certain words in the print making
up a message to be sent, and the newspaper so prepared served all
the purposes of a letter as between the sender and receiver. Or a
message would be written on the cover of a newspaper with the first
of all fluids known to us— milk — which, when dry, was not ob-
served, but developed a legible communication subsequently when
held to the fire.

The following anecdotes of the evasions of postage are told by the
late Sir Rowland Hill:

* Some years ago, when it was the practise to write the name of
u member of Parliament for the purpose of franking a newspaper,
a friend of mine, previous to starting on a tour into Scotland, ar-
ranged with his family a plan of informing them of his progress
and state of health, without putting them to the expense of postage.
It was managed thus: He carried with him a number of old news-
jatpers, one of which he put into the post daily. The postmark,
with the date, showed his progress; and the state of his health ~«1

I tLe “ n-iage of lettere |n towns. or

d established posts, there '
was always
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Tn Angmt, 1794, at the Warwick Assizes, a carrier between War-
wick and Birmingham was convicted of illegally collecting and car-
rymg lettera, when penalties «<xncnmtmg to £1500 were incurred
bnt die prosecution consent«! to a verdict beine taken for two pen-
alties of £5 each, with costs of the suh. A report of the period ob-
aerved that “ this verdict shonM be a warning to camera, coachmen,
and other persons against taking up lettere tied round with a string
or covered with brown paper, under pretence of being parcels, whick
the learned judge observed, was a flimsy evasion of the law.”

The very cheap postage which we now enjoy has removed the
inducement in a large measure to commit petty frauds of this kind
on the Post-office Revenue, and the commission of such things may
now lie said to belong to an age that is past.

Frauda on Jle Publie.

The Post-office, while it is the willing handmaid to commerce, the
vehicle of social intercourse, and the necessary helper in almost every
enterprise and occupation, becomes at the same time a ready means
for the unscrupulous to carry on a wonderful variety of frauds on
the public, and enables a whole army of needy and designing persons
to lire upon the generous impulses of society. While these things
go on—and Post-office officials know they go on—the Department is
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fnr the work of the Post-office is carried
on nsa*srcrcCbusiness, in so far as the communications intrusted to
it arc concerned, and the contents of the letters conveyed are not its
property or interest. There are men and women who go about from
Lvn to town writing begging-letters to well-to-do persons, appealing
for help under all sorts of pretences; and these persons are as well
known, in the sense of being customers to the Department, as a
house keeper is known nt her grocer’'s shop. There are other per-
sons, again, who carry on long-firm swindles through the post, ob-
taining goods which are never to be paid for; and as soon as the
goods are received ot one placc, the swindlers move on to another
place, assume new names, and repeat the operation. The schemes
adopted are often very deeply laid; and the police, when once set
upon the track, have hard work to unravel the wily plans. But
tradespeople ore not infrequently themselves very much to blame,
as they show themselves too confiding, and too ready to do business
with unknown persons.

The following is an instance of a fraud upon well-to-do persons
in this country, attempted by an American in the year 1869:

The Rev. Mr. Champneys, of Bt. Paneras, London, received a let-
ter posteti at Florence, Burlington County, New Jersey, U. S., which,
upon being opened, seemed to be not intended for him, but was a
communication purporting to be written from one sister to another.
The letter made it appear that the writer was highly connected, had
fallen into the greatest distress owing to the death of her husband;
that her feelings of self-respect had restrained her from telling her
griefs till she could no longer withhold them, and making free use
of the deepest pathos and high-sounding sentiments, and finally ap-
pealing for an immediate remittance. Mr. Champneys, not suspect-
ing afraud, and desiring to help forward the letter to the person who,
as he supposed, should have received it, inserted the following ad-
vertisement in the Times newspaper:

“ A ,eltcr- datcd Florence, Burlington County, New Jersey U 8
intended for Mrs. Lucy Campbell, Scotland, has been misdirected U>
Uev. W. Champneys. 81 Gordon Square. W ill Mrs. Campbell kindlv
communicate her address immediately ?” "

In response to this inquiry, what was.Mr. Champney’s surprise
to find that a large number of persons had received lettera in
identical terms and in precisely the same circumstances! This of
course, caused him to reflect, and then the facts became clear to him
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trouble, and so much attention did the matter require, that special
officers for the duty were employed, called “ Appréhendera of Pri-
vate Letter-carriers.” The penalties were somewhat severe when
infringements were discovered, and the action taken straight and
prompt, as will be seen by the following, which is a copy of a letter
written in 1817 to a person charging him \INith breaking the law:

“ 8m,—His Majesty’s Postmasters-general have received an in-
formation laid against you, that on the 18th ultimo your clerk,
M r------- , for whom you are answerable, illegally sent three letters
in a parcel by a stage-coach to you at Broadstairs, Kent, contrary
to the statute made to prevent the sending of letters otherwise than
by the post.

“ 1 am commanded by their lordships to inform you that you
have thereby incurred three penalties of £5 each, and that they feel
it their duty to proceed against you to recover the same.

“ Should you have any explanation to give, you will please to
address the Postmaster-general. | am,” etc.

In August, 1794, at the Warwick Assizes, a carrier between War-
wick and Birmingham was convicted of illegally collecting and car-
rying letters, when penalties amounting to £1500 were incurred;
but the prosecution consented to a verdict being taken for two pen-
alties of £5 each, with costs of the suit. A report of the period ob-
served that “ this verdict should be awarning to carriers, coachmen,
and other persons against taking up letters tied round with a string
or covered with brown paper, under pretence of being parcels, which,
the learned judge observed, was a flimsy evasion of the law.

The very~cheap postage which we now enjoy has removed the
inducement in a large measure to commit petty frauds of Uns kind
onthe Post-office Revenue, and the commission of such things may
now be said to belong to an age that is past. #

Fraudi on tiie PMi¢.

Tbe Post-office, -hue Nieth.£ £ £ £ £ £ ; — S i
vehicle of social in ercou at ~  8ame Ume ft rtCady means
enterprise and occupat . n wonderful variety of frauds on
for the unscrupulou rry N and dcaigning persons
the pubbe, and enables f While these things

to live upon the generous i p on—the Department is
go on-and Post-office officials know they go on i-



FRAUDS OIT TUE PUBLIC. 111

helpless to prevent them; for the work of the Post-office is carried
on ns n secret business, in so far as the communications intrusted to
it are concerned, and the contents of the letters conveyed are not its
property or interest. There are men and women who go about from
town to town writing begging-letters to well-to-do persons, appealing
for help under all sorts of pretences; and these persons are as well
known, in the sense of being customers to the Department, as a
house keeper is known at her grocer’s shop. There are other per-
sons, again, who cany on long-firm swindles through the post, ob-
taining goods which are never to be paid for; and as soon as the
goods are received at one place, the swindlers move on to another
place, assume new names, and repeat the operation. The schemes
adopted arc often very deeply laid; and the police, when once set
upon the track, have hard work to unravel the wily plans. But
tradespeople are not infrequently themselves very much to blame
as they show themselves too confiding, and too ready to do business
with unknown persons.

The following is an instance of a fraud upon well-to-do persons
m this country, attempted by an American in the year 1809-

The Rev. Mr. Champneys, of St. Paneras, London, received a let-
ter posteti at Florence, Burlington County, New Jersey, U. 8 which
upon being opened, seemed to be not intended for him, bat w T i
communication purporting to be written fmm -*

Of Uic deepest pathos and W n ' d makinS f**> uge

K...-* t,r, K 5 A a,,d

ing a fraud, and desiring to help forwardft* 51 ' T T 'L 8USpect
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—which were, that under the guise of a trifling mistake, that of
placing a letter in the wrong envelope, a set of dire circumstances
were placed before persons who were likely to be kind hearted and
generous, in the hope that, though the writer was unknown to them,
they might send some money to cheer a poor but respectable family
steeped in calamity!

How far the attempt succeeded does not appear, but Mr. Champ-
neys very properly at once wrote a letter to the Time» exposing the
fraud, and it is to be hoped that some generous souls were in conse-
quence saved from folly.

One more instance—but one coming within the class of the “ con-
fidence trick.” In several country newspapers the following adver-
tisement made its appearance:

“ An elderly bachelor of fortune, wishing to test the credulity of
the public, and to benefit and assist others, will send a suitable pres-
ent of genuine worth, according to the circumstances of the appli-
cant, to all who will send him 17 stamps — demanded merely as a
token of confidence. Stamps will be returned with the present.
And then the address followed, which was not always the same in
all the advertisements.

The advertiser alone would be able to say how far lie profitai
by this little arrangement, but some idea of the simplicity of man
kind mav be derived from the fact that between three and four

2. “ | have enclosed the 17stamps,

_ . As | am not very well off.
/4>ivp anv Dresent you will send me. it Isax which
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the polka mazourka. These details may determine the suitability of
the present,”

4. "Having read your advertisement testing the ‘credulity of the
public,’ | feel disposed on my part to test the upright and honoura-
ble intentions of a stranger, contrary to the opinion of some, who tell
me it is only a hoax, or, worse, a mere take-in. | therefore, with
the honesty of an Irishman, beg to say | am a clergyman’s wife,
mother of nine children—the six eldest fine enterprising sons; the
three youngest, engaging, intelligent girls. We Irish generally have
larger hearts than purses. | therefore lay these facts before you,
an Englishman, knowing that a Briton’s generosity and capabilities
are proverbially equal. Hoping | may be able to prove | have
formed a correct opinion of advertiser’s truthfulness, |1 am,” etc.

After this we may afford to smile, and use the words of a very
old author with everj- confidence of their freshness: "O h where
shall wisdom be found? where is the placc of understanding?”

CHAPTER XIV.
STRANGE ADDRESSES.

T he addresses of letters passin% through the post have often ve™
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took the pains to make a record of each new style of spelling, and
after a time he was able to collect together fifty-seven incorrect
methods of spelling the word “ Ipswich,” which had been used upon
letters addressed to him. They are given as follows, viz.:

Elsfleth, Epshvice, Epshvtdte, Epeids, Epsig, Epsvet, Epsvidts, Epwich,
Evswlg, Exwig, Hoispls, Hvisspye, lbsvi, Ibsvig, IbsvitliBC, Ibwich, Ib-
wigth, lepsich, ie yls wilch, Igswield, Igswig, Igswjigh, Ipcsviok, Ipiswug,
Ipswitie, Ipslwlisch, Ipsovich, Ipevetcn, Ipsvick, Ipevics, Ipsvids, Ips-
vidts, Ipevig, Ipsvikh, Ipsvits, Ipsvitx, Ipsvoigh, Ipsweli, Ipswcicb,
Ipswgs, Ipswiche, Ipswick, Ipewict, Ipswiceh, Ipswig, Ipswigh.lpswight,
Ipswish, Ipswith, Ipswltz, Ispieb, Ispovicb, Ispwicb, Ixvig, lysuicb, Uibs-

vich, Vittepits.

Letters so addressed generally reached the consul in direct course of
post, though some of them were occasionally delayed by being first
sent to Wisbeach. In other cases assistance was given in reading
the addresses by the northern version of the county, “ Suffolg,” fol-
lowing the word intended for Ipswich.

The address,

23 Adne Edle Street, London,

proved to be intended for
2 Threodnecdle Street, London.

In another case,
No. 53 Oldham & Bury, London,

was written for No. 52 Aldcrmanbury, London.

manother occasion the following address appeared on a letter:

too dad Thomas
hat the ole oke
Otehot
10Bary. Fade.
Sor pices to let ole feather have this sefe ;

tie address being intended for

The Old Oak Orchard,
Tenbory.

L further .ad odd*« « - follow*- — Ly <W— s *

Mr Will, wot brindi de Ne r In K».r »» «
T|s Is f.o; 0|\§ Mr. WI|I|% . uehtoroue ;
mils, gistreae IMmossomca.it come tor
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the English of the address beiDg
This is for old Mr. Willy what prints the paper in Lancaster where the
jail is. Just read him as soon as it comes to the Post-offlcc.

The next address is one made use of, apparently, owiDg to the true
and particular addresses being lost, but the directions given served
their purpose, and the letter was duly delivered :

For a gentleman residing in a etreet ont of the----- Road, London.

He is a shopkeeper, sells newspapers and periodicals to the trade, and
supplies Hawkers, and others with cheap prints, some of which are sold
by men in the street he has for years bought the waste of the Illus-
trated ----- their prints printed in colours particularly, he is well known
In the locality, being wholesale. Postman will oblige Ifhe can find this.

Similar cases are as follows, but we are unable to say whether the

addresses given served their purpose:
Mr,----- . Travelling Band, one of the four ploying in the street
Pereha [PershoreJ,
Worcestershire.

Please to find him if possible.

To E----- ,a cook as lived tempery with a Mrs L------ ,0or some soch a
Nae, a shoemaker in Castle St about No. —- Hobum in 1851; try to

make this out. She is a Welsh person about 5 feet 1—stoutish. Lives
in service some ware In Londou or naboured. London.

This is for her that nmks dresses for ladies, that Uva at tother side of
road to Jamca Brockllp.
Edcnsover,
Chesterfield.

This la for the young girl that wears spectacles, who minds two babies
SOSberriffSt.,
Off Prince Edwin St.,
Liverpool.
in two further instances the indications sufficed, and the letters
were duly delivered. Thus— Jettera
To my sister Jean,
Up the Canongate,
Down a Close,
She has a wooden lee. Edinburgh.
And-

ForUr " ADt8“CM IIm D the Cott*ge by the Wood pear the New
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In this case the letter had to feel its way about for a day or two, hut
Ant Sue was found living in a cottage near Lyndhurst.
Another letter was addressed thus:

This letter is for Mrs-—--- . She lives in some part of Liverpool. From
her father John--—- , a tailor from ------ ; he would be thankful to some
Postmaster in Liverpool if he would find her out.

Unfortunately, in this instance the directions given failed to trace
the person to whom it was sent, and it had to go to that abyss of
“ rejected addresses,” the Dead-letter Office.

It occasionally happens that when the eye is unable to make out
an address, the ear comes to the rescue. In London a letter came

to hand directed to
Mr Owl O’ Neil,

General Post Office.

But no one was known there of that name. A clerk, looking at the
letter, commenced to repeat aloud, “ Mr. Owl O’Neil, Mr. Owl O’ Ntel,”
when another clerk, hearing him, exclaimed, “ Why! that must be
intended for Mr. Rowland Hill’—which indeed proved to be the
case. A similar circumstance happened in Edinburgh with a letter
from Australia, addressed to

Johns. 7.
Scotland.

It proved to be intended for Johnshaven, a village in the north of

SCTwondodd addresses are as follows, one being from America, the
other from lIreland:
Little Alice,
Serio-Comic SiBger,
London, England.

to Edinburgh City, Scotland,
For Pat Feelcy, Katie Kinnigan s Sou,.

Ould flshmarket close,
Number 43, send this with speed.

to her previous residence thus:

Upper Norwood,
or Elsewhere.
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The letter having been delivered to the lady, the writer intimated to
the Post-office that he had received a reply in ordinary course, and
explaining that the letter had been delivered to her on the top of a
stage-coach in Wales. In admiration of the means taken to follow
up his sister, the writer ventured to add, “ that no other country
can show the parallel, or would take the trouble at any cost.”

It would be impossible to explain in words the difficulties that
arc met with, and the successes which are obtained, in deciphering
badly written addresses; and fac-similes of the directions upon some
such letters are therefore appended to enable the reader to appre-
ciate the facts. In the London Post-office indistinctly addressed
letters are at once set aside, so as not to delay the work of soriadon,
and are carried forthwith to a set of special officers who have an
aptitude for deciphering indistinct writing. These officers, by a
strange contradiction in the sense of things, are called the “ blind offl-
eers;I and here the letters are rapidly disposed of, either by having
lie addresses read and amended, or marked with the name of a post
own (,.bleu the letten m.y be e.ppoecd be l.te.ded
faci,tate this special work, the blind officers are furnished with a
* °r “ 1«b» book, .,,.bing the»eme. of Z ,,e

s scats farms, and the like, throughout the country and manv
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The letter, of which the above represents the address was t*

Edinburgh. A fac-sifti€ 1'% PERISHGF the Sobd HSn TN



128
THK EOYAX MAIL»

closed ia preaented Mow, which will gire an idea ,,f a,c interest
.ttebfag M editoiM work, and afford aome vtduable infom»,i,,.



stringe addresses.



130 THE BOTAI mAIL.

CHAPTER XV.
POSTOFFICE ROBBERIES.

I ¥ records are not now forth coming of all the robberies which
have been committed upon the Postoffice from the earliest times,
we may be assured that an institution such as it is, maintaining
agencies all over the country, and haring to keep up communica-
tion between those agencies, would be exposed at all times and at ail
points to the risk of robbery, whether by the dashing boldness of the
highwayman or the less pretentious doings of the town house-break-
er. To us who lire in an age when the public roads arc generally
safe to travellers, it is difficult to realize the dangers that lurked in
the highways at no more remote a period than last century; nor can
we well realize a etate of things under which mail-coaches in this
our quiet England had to be protected by guards armed to the teeth.
We have it handed down, however, as an historical fact, that when,
in 1720, Belsize House, Hampstead, was opened ns a place of public
resort, the programme announcing its attractions contained the fol-
lowing item: ” And for the security of its guests, there are twelve
stout fellows completely armed, to patrol betwixt London and Bel-
size, to prevent the insults of highwaymen or tootpads which may
infest the road.” Yet that statement does not give the whole truth,
for the road between these two places became so much more dan
gerous that after a time *“ the patrol had to be increased from
twelve to thirty stout fellows completely armed, independently of
two tall grenadiers who mounted guard over the gate of the man

8lAglin it is recorded that “ even the tollhouse keepers in I1~don

o'clock at night. The no .., .. 117 when the
continued to be committed was evjncedso”tej '

Neapolitan Ambassador was robbed m his coach 1

Square by four footpads arm P~ n out of London were
Thus it will be seen that the roaus ieam 6
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infested by disorderly characters ; and robberies of the mai”™ pro-
ceeding to and from London were of frequent occurrence, as afb
[«mars from official records referring to the close of last century an
the commencement of this. .,

In the coaching days very frequent robberies of the mails took
place, though they were protected by armed guards, and some of
these robberies have been described in the chapter relating t6 mail-
coaches. _ , .

The passengers who travelled in the mail-coaches, with the
knowledge of these molestations going on around them, must have
been kept in a constant state of alarm; and the circumstance could
not fail materially to discourage travelling in days when the facili-
ties for exchanging visits were few compared with what we now
enjoy.

The state of things already described as regards the mail-coaches
extended also to the horse-posts, the riders being attacked probably
more freely than the coaches; for while the plunder to be had would
tie less, the post boys were not in a position to make so great a show
of defence. Nor did the severity of the laws restrain evil-doers,
either in England or Scotland, where sentences of execution were
from time to time carried out upon the delinquents.

On the 7th of July, 1685, the post-rider who was proceeding
through the extreme north of England, on his way from Londob
to the Scottish metropolis, was known to have been twice stopped,
nnd to have been robbed of his mail, the scene of the occurrence
being near Alnwick, in Northumberland. In connection with this
event, of which an account has been banded down by Lauder, of
Fountainhall, a curious and romantic anecdote has been told by
Wilson in bis “ Tales of the Borders,” and by Chambers as one of
bis Scottish traditional stories.

Sir John Cochrane, of Ochiltree, in Ayrshire, was one of Argyle’a
chief associates in that uufortunate and abortive attempt made by
the exiles in the year above named, to compass the overthrow of
the reigning monarch James I1., so far as Scotland was concerned
whtch attempt was only part of the more general scheme of thé
ixiles abroad-both English and Scotch-and the disaffected at
loTe, to drive the king from his throne, and to place the Duke of
Monmouth thereon in his stead. After a variety of disastcreex
ptnenced by the limited following which Argyle and his no .
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could no longer secure cohesion, there ensued a general break-up
of the party, accompanied by what is to be looked for in similar
situations—a general flight and suave quipeut. 8ir John Cochrane
sought refuge in the house of a relative in Renfrewshire, where,
however, he was discovered by his pursuers at the end of June;
and on the 3d of July, Sir John, his son, and another traitor were
brought into Edinburgh, “ bound and barefooted, by the hangman,”
and cast into the Tolbootli to await their doom.

What daring enterprises may not flow from, a woman’s lore and
devotion when a parent’s liberty is imperilled or his life is at stake !
Bir John had a daughter called GrUel, who fondly loved him, and
who, on visiting him in prieon, had not failed to show the intensity
of her filial regard; nor was 8ir John slow to reciprocate these feel-
ings on his part. Being then but eighteen years of age, she never-
theless conceived the daring thought of intercepting the mail-packet
coming from the South, which was supposed to contain a warrant
for the execution of her father; and with this object m view, she
proceeded to Berwick-on-Tweed alone. Here she habited herself
in male attire; and being armed, and mounted on a fleet home, ehe
set out upon her extraordinary and perilous adventure.

Oa Tw«dmo,th Moor,itisw M , -ho fell in w.lh 4» P «-
boy rtl wA* «b«- 0" i"* *»* d“ U-«*" f T
OrLTridiog off ,Ne .be m,il-P«le, .od thepC-bo,» hone, f™ »

which he had been unseated.

rtg,iina-
Under the« 'he «aA U

LYy R T

tion, it could notbe put Ne I o <t ur ned
place before another could be P

gir John’s friends, who exerte em
was the younger son of a nth fu Lord Dundonald,
be had; and it is stated that a fA~ousebold, was the

Cochrane’s father, to the Pnes John lived become Earl of
means of securing a pardon.» Sir J °~ 2~ A Rcrr of Morris-

to account by
hjs Bir John
whom a ransom was to

Dundonald, while GnMi befV ~ nuwe doubt that she after-
Mn, in Berwickshire; tntd the«<» » ,udito
wards exhibited as a wife all n n

Of which she proved herself V™ * Uie ,tory, so far as Gruel

Unfortunately for the authentif * ~ the dates hardly bear
Cochrane’s connection with i n in Tolbooth of Edin-

the matter out; for U Sir foJ S» execution could barely

jiurgb on the 8d of July,
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London." robbery of a mail carried by a post-
*

) =

boy.;i: )taken or:cc%rjbiall; $ I S L T A»)»I CI: SO]" -

under the date of the MU» 0 X
" Andrew Cockburn the

ter bag on that part of g

"wbo carried the packet or let-
A communication which lies

bad thiB day reached a
between Cockburnspath a n d , T fhou.e and Hedderwick Muir,

«ten h, n by twoeeNmrlbem

inf pistolto his breast, they threatened to kill him if he did n
inetimdy deliver up the packet, black box. and bag which he car-

ried; and he had no choice but to yield. They then bound him

and leaving him tied by the foot to his horse, rode off with them
spoil to Carlton House, near Haddington. As the packet contained
Government communications, besides the correspondence of private
individuals, this was a crime of a very high nature, albeit we may
well believe it was committed on political impulse only. Suspicion
seems immediately to have alighted on James Beton, youngest son
of the Viscount Kingston, and John Beton, brother of Sir George
geton of Carlton; and Sir Robert Sinclair, the sheriff of the county,
immediately sought for these young gentlemen at their father’'s and
brother's houses, hut found them not. With great hardihood they
came to Sir Robert's house next morning to inquire, as innocent
men, why they were searched for; when Sir Robert, after a short

examination in presence of the post-boy, saw fit to have them dis-

armed and sent off to Haddington. It was Sunday, and Bailie

Lauder, to whose house they came with their escort, was about to
go to church. If the worthy bailie is to be believed, he thought
their going to the sheriff's a great presumption of their innocence.
He admitted, too, that Lord Kingston had come and spoken to him
that morning. Anyhow, be concluded that it might be enough in
the mean time if he afforded them a room in his house, secured

their horses in his stable, and left them under charge of two of

the town-officers.  Unluckily, however, he required the town-offl-
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cere, as usual, to walk before him and his brother magistrates to
church—which, it ia obvious, interfered very considerably with their
efficiency as a guard over the two gentlemen. While things were
in this posture, Messrs. Seton took the prudent course of making
their escape. As soon as the bailie heard of it he left church, and
took after them with some neighbors, but he did not succeed in
overtaking them. The Privy Council had an extraordinary meet-
ing to take measures regarding this affair, and their first step was
to order Bailie Lauder and the two town-officers into the Tolbooth
of Edinburgh as close prisoners. A few days afterwards the mag-
istrate was condemned by the Council as guilty of plain fraud and
connivance, and declared incapable of any public employment.
William Kaim, the smith at Lord Kingston’s house of Whitting-
hame, was also in custody on some suspicion of a concern in this
business; but he and the town-officers were quickly liberated.

“ John Seton was soon after seized by Captain James Denholm
on board a merchant vessel bound for Holland, and imprisoned in
the castle of Edinburgh. He underwent trial in July, 1691, and by
some means escaped condemnation. A favorable verdict did not
procure his immediate liberation; but, after three days, he was dis-
missed on caution, to return into custody if called upon  This final
result was the more remarkable, as his father was by that time un-
der charge of having aided in the betrayal of the Bass.

Other Instances of such gentlemanlike performances in wayUy

thp ,, 08, Were not unknown in the primitive days of the p»t-

office for about the year 1668 the following notice was issued for
omce, For anouE m Y Wh(()lI Uat} taken to evlﬁ'\ways

the discovery o Whereas Mr. Herbert Jones, attorney-

times roDoeu me u.— —*— 0 -
out divers letters and write and is fled J
in August, 1692, thep o * * * ~ " 2 13th of «hat
burgh with the mail from g 1 A ,~rd of the period
month, at a short distancefrom Effinhurg mounted on
relates that the robbery
horseback with a sword ab ' from Haddington to Edm
tt pistol in his hand, upon the hlg Yy ¥ Lodge (ft roilc front
burgh, near that place t «eoi _ robberB ~ J1c packet
town) about ten houre of the me ui.

justice,” etc
towaids Edin-

person on foot with
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'l with the horse whereon the boy rode.” A proda-

s o« A - -~

but with what result is not know. n n from the North

»cc'of mails for Miatargh,

KinfBss about mifiehNE, pYYesEded 19 ehange horses as usual w a
stable-yard at that place. The mail-bags he deposited on the back
of a chaise in the yard until he should be ready to resume his jour-
ney. As was his custom, he then went into the stable to give a feed
of com to his horse; but while so engaged, the bags were abstracted
and the contenu stolen. Two brothers, who were proved to have
been in the neighborhood at the time, and to whom some of the
stolen property was traced, were arraigned for the crime before the
High Court of Justiciary in Edinburgh, and being found guilty,
were sentenced to be executed.

The following is a somewhat fuller account of a poet robbery on
the public road, which occurred a few years later:

In 1803 the mails between Edinburgh and Glasgow were still
conveyed by men travelling on horseback—the route taken being by
way of Falkirk—the hour of despatch from Glasgow being 9 f.m.,
and the hour of arrival in Edinburgh about 0 a.m. or 7 a.m. The
riders of this mail seem to have had sections of the road apportioned
to them—one rider covering the road from Glasgow to Falkirk, the
other taking the stage from Falkirk to Edinburgh. On the morning
of the 1st of August in that year the rider for the east stage—named
William Wilson—received the Glasgow mail-hag entire and duly
sealed at Falkirk, and thereafter set out towards Edinburgh. When
he approached a rising ground called Sighthill—probably a wooded
knoll bearing that name, about three miles from Linlithgow, on the
road to Polmont—he observed two men coming down towards him,
and who, so soon as they got near him, placed themselves one on
each side of his horse, and immediately seized him. One of the two
men held something in his hand, and threatened Wilson that if Ice
offered to speak hie brains would be blown out. Then he was led
away into a field of corn, where he was blindfolded by one of the
men with his own handkerchief, and his hands tied behind his back;
thereupon he was thrown down, and his legs bound together to pre-
vent hisgetting away. Meanwhile the other man led away his horse
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and rifled the mail. The post-rider remained in his unhappy posi-

tion for about an hour, when he managed to extricate himself, and
proceeding to the first house he could reach, implored the inmates
“ for God’s sake” to let him in, as he had been robbed, Having
been admitted and obtained assistance, he returned to the scene of
his adventure, and found the empty mail-bag at the foot of a hay-
stack, while the horse was recovered a little distance away. The
mail contained bilb, etc., for something like £1300 or £1400.

The robbery of the mail caused great excitement in Edinburgh so
soon as it became known, and no long time elapsed before the per-
petrators were in the hands of the authorities. The two men con
cemed in it proved to be James Clark, alia» Alex. Stewart, and Rob-
ert Brown, formerly privates in the Foot Guards. No sooner had
they got back to Edinburgh—where they had previously lodged—
than they commenced to change some of the bank-notes token from
the mail-bag, and got the worse of drink; .and being once suspected,
the evidence soon accumulated and became strong against them.
They were tried for the offence before the High Court of Justiciary
in Edinburgh in November following, and being found guilty, were
sentenced to be executed. .

This robbery would appear to have had the effect of «Urnng P
the public mind to demand a means of conveying the mails bet ee
" » two cities affording tor
Iv followed for the setting up of coaches or diligences to carry the

»gre.mo.ts belwee» the

departure and arrival, and g

to be journeyed, the idea was a an n
old was meanwhile

soon forgotten, however, or
a proposal was made to

p.nicuU, route
horse-post as of

to have been
the close of 1802
an agreement for the service with
of the Riding

service in a Masterly and military ma“°e . none olber than able

w 7 the rider9B u n Dethe nature of things such a mail ser-

ftrd Glw'
gow was put Upon the road.
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A somewhat similar attack upon a post-boy was made in York-
shire in the year 1798, when the rider’s life was threatened by a
highwayman single-handed, and the mails stolen from him. The
case is interesting owing to the fact that traces of the robbery were
obtained so recently as 1876, though at the period of its occur-
rence no trace of the highwayman or of his plunder could be dis-
covered.

The official account of the robbery, when it happened, was as
follows:

“ The post-boy coming from Selby to York was robbed of his
mail between six and seven o’clock this evening. About three miles
on this side of Selby he was accosted by a man on foot, with a gun
in his hand, who asked him if he was the post-boy, and at the same
time seised hold of the bridle. Without waiting for any answer, he
told the boy he must immediately unstrap the mail and give it him,
pointing the muzzle of the gun at him while he did it. When he
had given up the mail, the boy begged he would not hurt him; to
which the man replied he need not be afraid, and at the same time
pulled the bridle from the horse’s head. The horse immediately
galloped off with the boy, who had never dismounted.

“ He was a stout man, dressed in a drab jacket, and had the ap-
pearance of being a heckler. The boy was too much frightened
to make any other remark on his person, and says he was totally
unknown to him. The mail contained the bags for Howden and
Leudon, Howden and York, and Selby and York ”

Although a reward of £300 was offered for the discovery of the
robber, and a free pardon to any accessary who might turn accuser
nothing was heard of the matter at the time, though suspicion U
is sa,d. pointed to some of the inhabitants of Selby The robbery
might perhaps have remained forgotten, hut thatfupon a publb
house situated on the Church mhill, Selby bein? nnlicH n -

m . . . . » a * * : : :
bdby were found in the roof. There is 1itu« H «* s marked

*

—a circumstance when tek»« i, f_OOOrstateZof pFeservation
«wee, when taken in connection with the traces of the
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mail-robbery and thepublic character of the house, ominous in the
extreme. The case is one which might be taken as somewhat prov-
ing the suggestion put forward by Smollett in “ Roderick Random *
as to the intimate relations which existed between the personnel of
the innkeepers and the common highwaymen —the former being
well aware of the profession followed by the latter, if not actually
sharers in their plunder.

On Wednesday, the 23d of October, 1816, at half-past nine in the
evening, the post-boy carrying the mail bags from Teignmouth and
neighboring places to Exeter was assaulted “ in a most desperate
and inhuman manner” near the village of Alphington, and plun-
dered of the Teignmouth and Exminster bags. The poor man was
attacked with such fury that he was felled from his horse, came to
the ground on his head, which was fractured in two places, uik1 ia
consequence of his injuries he remained insensible for some time.
When he regained consciousness in the Exeter Hospital, whither he
had been conveyed, he was able to explain that, at the time of the
attack, he was walking his horse up a hill, that the assailant was a
young man, and that he was mounted on a gray horse. This horse
was supposed afterwards to be traced, though the robber failed to
he discovered, notwithstanding that a reward of £50 was oflered for

his discovery and conviction. “ A horse exactly answering the de-
\Y/ - U,e Wediieaduy »igbt, <Myl o»*Fr o>y "me“ » ' P

covered, with some le unfortunate rider, whose name
that any property flowing, when
was “ Caddy,” remained T bcwpMLLi n brokc ont
he was discharged; butin t become subject
afresh, and he had to r e i he L  «o longer able for
to epileptic fits °» w8 ° *“ b tbe post-office; and it is not
service, he was granted a gra Y fhereaflcr. With the mere ex-
probable that be survived H Ihe robbery. the mamu-
pectation of getting some Ll e P» n had a wife and two
dir had all but killed the P°°r in hia evil-doing given n

children dependent on him,
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good example of what Burns calls "man’s inhumanity to man,"
that “ makes countless thousands mourn.”

In the year 1797 the deputy-postmaster of the Orkneys and his
son a lad of about sixteen years of age, were tried at the High
Court of Justiciary, Edinburgh, on a charge of breaking open cer-
tain post letters while in their custody in course of transit, and
therefrom abstracting money. The indictment contained a further
charge of forgery against the elder prisoner, the deputy having in-
dorsed another person’s name upon a money-order contained in one
of the stolen letters. The thefts were committed at different times
in 1794 and 1796, and the specific cases upon which evidence was
kd were in respect of the following letters, viz., two letters sent at
different times to Orkney by a seaman in the Royal Navy, one con-
taining a guinea-note and half aguinea in gold, the other containing
either n guinea in gold or a note for that amount; a letter from
London for Orkney, containing a money-order for £5 Si.; and a
letter from Perth for Orkney, enclosing a note for a guinea: the
whole amount involved being under £9.

In the course of the trial it was proved that the deputy was
guilty, certain of the missing letters having been found in hie house,
and the son had already confessed to what was charged against him.
The whole cases were clearly made out to the satisfaction of the
jury, who returned a verdict accordingly against both prisoners, but
with a recommendation of mercy towards the son of the deputy, on
the score of his tender years. Sentence was pronounced on the
5th of September, and the date of execution fixed for the 18th of
October. By the exercise of the royal prerogative, George III.
granted a free pardon to the deputy’s son, who was forthwith set
at liberty ; but it is a melancholy reflection that for delinquencies
involving the loss of so small a sum as £9 the deputy-postmaster
should, on the date fixed for his execution, have actuallybeen led
forth to Jus doom. In areport of the circumstance written at the
time, it is stated “ that he was attended by the Rev. Mr. Black of
jdy 1lester's, and Mr. Strothers of the Relief congregation and
behaved in a manner suitable to his unhappy situating?” oS

to our more humane notions, the punishment so fear
fully outwelghs the offence osament so fear-



HO

THE ROYAL MAIL,

hia office, a daughter of hia own, had been stealing poet-letters. In
the course of investigations made into her misdoings, it was dis-
covered that the thefts had been going on for a period of seven
years, during which time she had accumulated as much jewellery

and haberdashery as would have stocked a small shop—and besides,

money to the amount of £95. The letters from which the property

had been taken were between two and three hundred, and these she
had kept, so that it was possible to restore to the owners, in many
cases, the stolen articles. On the 20th of March the unfortunate
and misguided creature was tried, on the charge of stealing a par-
ticular letter, and was convicted— the sentence passed upon her
being transportationfor ten years. _ _
It was afterwards ascertained that the motive underlying this
long career of thieving was a desire to amass such a dowry as would
improve her prospects in the matter of obtaining a husband.

Hatton Garden Bobbery.

On Thursday, the 16th of November, 1881, the whole country was
made aware, through the daily papers, that a most
robbery had been committed in London the previous afternoon, he

sceneTf the event being the Hatton Garden Branch 0 ~ ~

in the busy district of Holbom. The time and plan of carrying; out

the undertaking were not such as are usually chosen for attempts
of thiskind, thehour atwhicli the

when the office was throng” with the Nor

roceeding in the ordinary sense, but
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oughfares; shops and offlce8 1g h Hatton Garden Post-office
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fion to be onefor noise and merriment, helped to increase the con-
fusion by clamor and hubbub outside the counter. No long time
elapsed before matches were obtained and tapers lit, when it was
immediately discovered that the tap of the gas-meter in the base-
ment had been turned off; but on the tap being turned on again,
the jets in the office were relit, and the place resumed its wonted
appearance. The young ladies in the office being now able to see
around them, soon detected the absence of the bag, which had been
left hangiDg on the peg, and which they knew had not yet been
despatched by them. It did not take long to realize that the bag
had \anished in fact, had been stolen; and to this day the property
contained in the lost registered Ictters has not been recovered, nor
have the persons concerned in the theft been traced.

It is believed that two or more individuals were engaged in the
robbery, the supposition being that one person got down into the
basement without attracting attention, and turned off the gas while

darkne8S SUperTeDed- SQt Y “ >Te means within

the counter, and, unobserved, took the bag from the peg-all con-
cerned making good their escape in the midst of the stifand noise
1 which they were surrounded. The whole adventure bears the

“ d cleverly executed’ and
wcreMpertaint®nenrXn ANEANEEAREATES
(I I€Uera

w”™rbom'm'm *
t~ N tbe midst

of dmmond merchants and jewellers it
Cious Stones and jeweller™w i T Z If I 8UrprisiDg that P™.-
icre. Besides watches, bracelets set with™ cont@nte of thei» let-
rings, rings, etc., the following articles * d diamonds- ear'
=toien. viz., eight parcels of rough diamonds m toJT* ~ PIOperly
ty of small emeralds, 6000drilled saonh; d™ 7 turquoises, a quanti-
P*» ot MPPhlre bcS |
ants, several rubies and sapphires weighing S i ” ® WeighinS «95
A reward of £200 was offend by p ctc'
further reward of £1000 by certain in«, P er geaeral. and a
insured the valuable lettere folT en ** Cmpanies *bo had

~ dayone of those which have b ST'the L n ™bbery remains to

police and the officers of the Poet «m of 1”™e Metropolitan
»0 the evu doers. fflce to yunrat«l or to bring home
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Cape Diamond Robbery.

The greater portion of the diamonds found in Griqualand West,
in South Africa, are sent weekly to England through the Post-office,
made up in packets which are forwarded as registered letters—
the value of these remittances being collectively from £60,000 to
£100,000. In April, 1880, the sailing of the mail-steamer from Cape
Town having been delayed until the day after the arrival of the up-
country mails, the bag containing the registered correspondence was
left in the registered-letter office of the Cape Town Post-office; not,
however, locked up in the safe, where it ought to have been, but
carelessly left underneath one of the tables. During the night the of-
fice was broken into, and the whole of the diamonds stolen, valued at
£60,000. Who therobbers were appears never to have been discov-
ered, and they have doubtless since been in the enjoyment of the
fruits of their villanous enterprise. As it is the practice of people
in the diamond trade to insure packets of diamonds sent by them,
the senders did not suffer anything beyond inconvenience by this
robbery; but the insurance companies were involved in the loss, and
had to pay claims amounting to £60,000.

The following is an account of a robbery attempted upon a post-
man In London in July, 1847, as officially reported at the time:

“ An attempt was this morning made to murder or seriously to
maim Bradley, the Lombard Street letter-carrier, with aview of ob-
taining possession of the letters for his district. He was passing

A C Court,. -mm p-gt «"«u Wood »«£ »
Milk Street, when the gate of the court was closed and locked behind
? £ £ * * » < £ W, «J bfit-ed. ” »he

bl T ft few vards farther on in the passage. On Bradley gem g

t p f t »U «, out O,ft» « M * T

heavy blow from a life-preserver; he “tempted* ,bey
again knocked down in a similar manner” * Jle mouihs
tried to force from him his letter- gs, n They continued
of them were, for security, twisted rou J t0 out
their blows; but Bradley £ £ in the adjoining
eMurderl so as to be but unluckily the
warehouses, who ran to h injured-* much so
villains escaped. Poor Bradley un \Y

that he may | » considered in some danger.
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An idea of the amount of property the thieves would have ob-
tained had Bradley not held the bags tightly (even under sufch cir-
cumstances), may be formed from the fact that he had in his posses-
sion thirty - seren registered letters containing property, besides all
tim other letters for Messrs. Overend, Gurney & Co., Roberts, Curtis
& Co., Glynn & Co., the London and County Bank, as well as those
for thirty-four other houses in Lombard Street. It was believed
at the time that the value of the property in Bradley’'s possession
amounted to hundreds of thousands of pounds.

A daring robbery of a Berlin postman occurred not very long
ago, when the outrage was accompanied by a still more atrocious
crime—the murder of the postman. The man was one of a class
who deliver money remittances at the addresses of the persons to
whom they are sent, under a system which prevails in some coun-
tries of the Continent, and he had with him cash and notes to the
amount of some £1500. The robber and murderer, a man of great
iKxiily strength, had so arranged that a small remittance would fall
to be delivered at his address on Monday morning-an occasion
when a large number of remittances are received; and on the posb
man reaching the place, and proceeding to pay the requisite sum

he kupier of the premises felled him with a hammer, and with
pealed blows killed him outright. It was evident from the cm
eumstances that the murderer had duly planned the outrage, for

U~rt~houlU*1Tow Dear *° the etarti™® Point of the p o s S  so
RE reached the room. Ghe b8YYAKANY Portion of his cC ra”™\ e

afterwards cold and stiff, |y A a v “ joUbd
and rifled bag beside him; and the w T in |

trator had achieved the murder rem am ele bl W »-
crime. The murderer was said * W,tne88 of

rwsier regiment  Before deeamnin b PTejwusly served in a cui-
door of.his room; and the discovery8* « o bl y » KY “
by the Post-office authorities at Y mede after a “ arch
b~tocH, on his falling tore/ **

Some years ago the following extensive rohh”™'r i

London. An unusually larre numb, f *™7 °* ettera occnf»d
'? be reaching the Genei f£ Z e J £7 ™ °* « found
chants, bankere, and othere carrvin =~ > 2 ~  non-receipt by tner-

and ite neighborhood, of lettere~coitabhiTSri“ LoiW,eid 8,reet
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the kingdom. The circumstance naturally gave rise to careful
inquify on the part of the Post-office authorities, with the result
that suspicion fell upon a young postman of nineteen years of age.
through whose hands many of the missing letters would in ordinary
course have to pass. Certain Bank of England notes, which had
been contained in some of the letters, were found to have been
cashed; and the names endorsed upon them, though fictitious, were
in a handwriting resembling that of the young man suspected.
Thereupon he was arrested and searched, when in a pocket-book
on his person were found two £5 notes, which had been forwarded
from Norfolk to a banking-house in London, but had failed to reach
their destination. In a pocket in his official coat were found also
some thirty-five letters of various dates, which he had neglected to
deliver, to the inconvenience or loss no doubt of the persons ad-
dressed ; but the most astonishing part of the business is, that when
his locker or cupboard at the General Post-office was examined,
about 1500 letters were found there which he had stopped, the dates
upon the envelopes showing that his delinquencies had extended
over several months. This young man, upon being tried for the of-
fences named, was convicted, and with the usual severity observe«!
in similar circumstances, the judge passed upon the prisoner a sen-

. Im . L cam. «.te th. «Ut» of th.!e »««*“
ties in London a few years ago:

A man was observed one day carrying off some Imards frema
n nr orpr-tirm in the Wandsworth Bridge Boad,
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in tbc present connection, were a large lot of post-letters, mail-bags,
and articles of postmen’s clothing, besides milk-cans and a case of
forty rifles. As the inquiiy proceeded, it became known that the
prisoner was a Post-office pensioner, having been superannuated from
his office of postman some three years previously, after having
served in that capacity a period of fifteen years. It would seem
that his official delinquencies had extended over some six or eight
years; but so far as the letters showed, theft in the ordinary sense
could hardly have been the man’s purpose, inasmuch as the letters
had not been opened, with one exception, and in this instance the
person for whom the letter was intended could not be found. The
motive underlying this free departure from the ways of honesty
seems to have had its root in simple acquisitiveness; the hundred-
weight of letters, book-packets, etc.; the old mail-bags, discarded
uniforms, and waste official papers {not to mention the thirty milk-
cans, supposed to have been picked up when going his rounds as a
postman, and the case of rifles) having been turned to no profitable
account. Had the superannuated postman opened the lettere found

m his premises, the punishment which would have followed would

necessarily have been severe. As the case stood, however he was
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With e irest conceqaences 2 3Hieh ARd bt Histaveragen frgupnt

t manper 110 ToneY havinS been missed; but a large number
of circular letters, addressed by the Bristol clerk to officials requir-
ing to be sworn in connection with the School Board election this
week, miscarried. Inquiries were made by the Postal authorities,
when it was found that all these circulars had been posted at thé
Redcliffe district office, where the prisoner was the sonant of the
postmaster, Mr. Devine. It was the custom of Mr. Devine to place
the key of the letter-box in a secret place for the use of himself and
his assistants; but the prisoner discovered it, and the circular lettere
were found in her possession with the postage-stamps off them.
They had been removed for payment into the Post-office Savings-
bank on the forms by which a shilling’s worth of postage-stamps
saved up by school children and others is now accepted by the Sav-
ings-bank Department of the Post office; but the most serious part
of the case was the fact that in the prisoner's box were discovered
the bundles of opened letters now produced by Detective Short, and
containing checks already discovered to the amount of £74 16« all
of which had been sent through the same post-office. The charge
was laid under the 27th section of the Act, but formerly a prisoner
would have been liable for such an offence to transportation for life.
Some evidence having been given, the girl, who was hysterical
throughout the hearing, was remanded. Apparently no effort had
been made to deal with the checks, but the detective stated that the
numerous letters had been opened.”

Tale of a Banker™* Letter.

Towards the close of last century, or early in the present century,
a tradesman of the better class, carrying on business in a certain town
of the wrat of England, which we shall here call X ------ ,and who
also added to his ordinary business that of the agency of a bank,
posted a bulky letter containing heavy remittances in notes, ad-
dressed to the Bank of England. This letter never reached its dea
tination, and the loss, being of a most serious kind, was soon bruited
about and became the theme, locally, of general conversation. As
it happened, the sender was a-man of strong political opinions «d
having courage to express them, there were many persons holding
Z S toT S who not only «xgnnM him with fenUng. .km »
didiké, but were rendy to «te «p nny mimile which clwnre might
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place in their way to damage their adversary's fair name While,
therefore, the bank agent maintained that he had ported_the letto
in question, insinuations were set afloat to the effect that he had no
done so and that the object of his allegations was to fend off prese-
in" calls in matters of account. He suffered greatly in reputatton
from these unsupported stories, though there was nothing else in
his circumstances to create suspicion. Time, the great anodyne of
scandal, had somewhat assuaged the sufferings of the unfortunate
banker, and probably softe'ncd the unkind feelings of those who had
been disposed to think hardly of him; the loss of the letter itself
had ceased to attract attention, and as yet nothing was heard of the
letter, or the valuable enclosures which it had contained.

At length, however, the agent received intimation that one of the
missing notes—a Bank of England note for £50—which was »topped
at that establishment, had been presented in London. A3 the result
of inquiries which were made, it was now traced to an old-estab-
lished silversmith somewhere in the city of London ; butbeyond this
point the search failed, for all the account the silversmith could give
was, that he had received the note some time previously from a man
of respectable appearance, who had the exterior and conversation of
what might be a well-to-do west-country farmer. This man was ac-
companied to his shop by a young woman of the flash type, to whom

stranger presented two or three rings; purchasing for hhnaaif
some heavy gold seals, such as were in vogue at the period, a eilver
tankard or two, and several punch-ladles. In payment of these arti-
cles the £50 note was passed, hut the silversmith could give no fur-
ther help; though hope was not yet extinct, for he added that he
should certainly recognize his customers were they ever to come un-
der his observation again.

The man of X------ was a man of determination, and, still emanine
under the loss of means and honor, he resolved that sooner or later
he should discover by whom his letter had been stolen. The silver-
smith, readily entering into these views, cordially offered his person-
al services and it was arranged between the banker and himsSf that

hey should ransack London, visiting the Ranelahs, the Vauxhalls
Lle parks the theatres-indeed every place where gay women and
men of pleasure might be found together. This was an or,!,
task ; but in the end their perseverance was rewarded by thedLoT
cry of the young woman to whom the farmer had

nng? °* queslioned, tg“ young person, while frankly- stat
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ing What ehe knew, had little to tell. She had, ehe said, been in
Snow Hill or Holborn one morning at the hour of the arrival of thc
west of England mail-coach. Among the passengers who got down
was a youngish, fresh-looking farmer, whose acquaintance she then
made and whose constant companion she was for several days
thereafter. She still wore the articles of Jewellery which had been
presented to her; but she declared that she had never seen the man
since, nor did she know his name. And here the inquiry again seemed
to exhaust itself, in the vague discovery o*f a wai-cmintryfarmer.

The acquaintance between the banker and the silversmith, which
had come about in the way already stated, soon ripened into friend-
ship, They had, in a greater or less degree, a common interest in
the matter of the stolen note, hut they soon found out that there
was other common ground for the growth of amity between them—
they were both disciples of l1zaak Walton. It became the custom of
the silversmith to visit at the house of his friend in the west eveiy
season, when the two men would go out fishing together in the
neighboring streams, enjoying each other’s society, and frequently,
no doubt, going over again the old stoiy of the lost letter. One day,
during such a visit, the silversmith went out alone to try a stream
not many miles distant from his friend'’s residence, and while so en-
gaged” heavy shower swept across the scene. The angler soufb
shelter in a roadside inn, from which, as it happened, he was not far
distant. The house was well known, and the proprietor was of the
half-farmer, half-publican type, the business of innkeeper in such a
situation not affording a sufficient living by itself. Feeling some-
what peckish, the visitor called for lunch. He was waited upon by
the landlord in person. While the bread and cheese and cider were
being carried in, the landlord apologized for the absence of the fe-
male folks, who were for the moment engaged elsewhere; and dur-
ing this brief conversation, the silversmith (suli instinct with pro-
fessional taste) studied a bunch of heavy seals hanging from a watch
in the landlord’s fob. The landlord perceived that these articles
had attracted the stranger’s notice, and when he again came into the
room the fact was observed by the other that they had been left
isidé or placed out of sight.

This incident set the stranger thinking; and while so engaged his

,re fell up»» un old-tofttouidgtasKrouKd »»pb»-i « » m >
imer ot th, room, iu»Md. m™ «rtiblled th« ft»
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crystal vessels, china bowls, and the like-together with the plate of
the establishment. A sudden thought struck him. He proceeded
to examine the contents of the repository; and, standing upon a
chair to explore the upper shelves, what was his amazement when
he there recognized the silver tankards and the silver punch-ladles
which be had sold to the west-country farmer many years before!
Then, eagerly turning over the whole matter in his mind, the feat-
ures of the landlord came back upon him, and in this man he recog-
nized the person who in London had purchased these articles and
paid to him the stolen £50 Bank of England note. The silversmith
lost no time in communicating the facts to the banker, who at once
obtained a warrant, and, with two constables, proceeded the same
evening to the inn to put it into execution. The landlord was
called into a room, there and then he was charged with having stolen
the note, and was forthwith conveyed into X ------ a prisoner.

It transpired in the course of inquiries that in his early days—
before the period of the robbery—this man had been employed as a
servant or assistant by the postmaster at X ------ . He left that situa-
tion, however, and became coachman to one of the neighboring
gentry. While in this service it was very frequently his duty to
drive the family into town, where they would rest some portion of
the day in their town-house, and return to the country-seat in the
CTcning. In these intervals it sometimes happened that the coach-
man would go to the Post-office, and there chat and gossip with his
old fellow-servants. He visited the Post-office on the day when the
stolen letter was posted; he and his former comrades smoked and
drank together; and in the end he volunteered to assist with the let-
ters He did so; and while thus engaged he managed to abstract
the banker s letter, which, owing to ite bulky nature and the address
wh,ch it bore, he suspected to contain value. His visit on that par-
Ucular day was vended by circumstances in the recollection of the
persons at the Post-office, and other evidence of his guilt accumu
ated against him; but this testimony was not really Scessarv for

the farmer publican himself confessed to the theft of the letteTand
explained how he had obtained possession of it. '

Tbe course usual in such circumstances followed  Tb*I* «
» »ia a. «vedi, which T T
man suffered the extreme penalty of the taw. Vznai the
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CHAPTER XVI.

TELEGRAPHIC BLUNDERS.

Although the work of sending and receiving telegraphic mes-
eages may be regarded in a general way as partaking largely of n
merely mechanical nature, yet it is work to which the operator who
is to achieve credit in his sphere must bring much tact, good sense,
intelligence, a knowledge of the world, and a considerable amount
of patience. Not only are the terms in which telegrams are fre-
quently written so far devoid of context in themselves, owing to the
curt way in which they are worded, as to render the sense of little
assistance in estimating the correctness of a message received, but
the letters of the telegraphic alphabet, being nothing more than lit-
tle groups of dots and dashes variously arranged, are extremely sus
ceptible of mutilation, owing to any lack of exact spacing on the
part of the sending operator. Nor does the liability to error lie
only in these directions. The dots and dashes frequently fail or
run together, owing either to feeble signals, contact of the wires
with one another, with trees, or other objects, or to the instruments
not being in perfect adjustment. A grain of grit or of dust getting
between the points of contact in a dedicate instrument will some-
times do much mischief in the way indicated. There is liability to
mistakes, too, in consequence of the handwriting of the senders, or
of the operators at a transmitting point where messages have to be
again taken down, not being very plain. Yet over and above these
tendencies to error, there is the fallibility of human nature, which
mwill sometimes lead a person to write “ no” where “ yes” is intend-
ed or "black” where “ white” is meant; and of such mistakes
probably no explanation can be given. So that the work of a tele-
graphist is beset with pitfalls, and he requires all his wits and a fair
share oftatelligence to keep him right in hiswork It ™My'urid.cr
be remarked that many errors in telegrams, which ™gbt be sup-
posed by the public to be gross or inexcusable, have occurred in th
most simple way, or have been shown to be due to failures of th

most trifling kind.
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Thefo llow iiagareBOTIl 'M! elated that they
A pleasure-party, ~ ~ f the message was rendered, “ We have
had “ arrived all right, but th (( , . the Moree

nrrived all tight.” The words right and tig i
code are as follows:

In another case, a poor person, desiring to state that her daughter
was ill, wrote in her message “ Mary is bad.” This was rendered,
“ Marj- is dead,” the sense being changed by a slight imperfection
of spacing, thus—

instead of

In a third case, owing to failing signals, possibly from so simple a
cause as the intermittent contact of the wire with a wet branch of a
tree, or a particle of grit or dust finding its way between the points
of the instrument, the import of the message was altogether changed.
Thus, " Alfred doing well, enjoyed egg to-day,” was received, “ Al-
fred dying, enjoyed GO to day.”

A gentleman telegraphed from London to his brother in the coun-
try to send a hack to meet him at the station; but when the gentle-
man arrived at the station he found a sack waiting for him. A firm
in London telegraphed, "Send rails ten-foot lengths;” but the mes-
sage was delivered, “ Send rails infoot-lengths,”

A person telegraphed to a friend to “ take two stalls at the Hay-
market,” hut the message conveyed directions to secure “ two sta-
bles at the Haymarket." In another telegram, the intimation,
“ mother is no worse,” was changed to “ mother isno more.” Again,
“ You will be glad to hear that your sister has accepted an engage-
ment with your father's approval,” waa rendered, “ that your sister
has accepted an engagement with your father’s apostle.” In anoth-
er casc a plain business message, thus, “ Come to me as early as you
can, that we may arrange Wednesday,” was given a matrimonial
turn by being delivered as, “ that we may arrange wedding." The
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next case is one in which a hungry man would doubtless be made
an angry man in consequence of the mistake which occurred His
message, which was written thus, “ Shall arrive by train to-morrow
morning; provide a good tupply of bread, butter, eggs, milk, and
potatoes,” was delivered as “ provide a good tupper of bread," etc.
In another instance the notice that “ Mr.--——--will come tonight
with me at 7 to tea,” was rendered, “ Mr.--—-- will come to night
with me, get 7 to tea;” the only argument in favor of the mistake
being “ the more the merrier.” Then, on another occasion, a tele-
gram sent by a person in the countiy to “ Madame------ , Costumier,”
at an address in London, conveying an order for a fancy dress, was
presented to the maker of costumes as “ Madame------ -, Costermon-
ger.” In a telegram directed to “ ------ , M.P., House of Commons,”
the address somehow got changed to * ------ , M.P., House of Correc-
tion;” but the member not being found there, the clerks at the deliv-
ering office suggested that it should be tried at the “ House of De-
tention” — a not unlikely place for successful delivery of such a
message as things were at the time.

It has been left to America to produce a mistake in telegraphing
which, while it is veiy amusing, could not result in hurt or disap-
pointment to any one. Here it is, just as received from the other
side of the “ ferry.”

A 8t. Louis merchant, while in New York, received a telegram
notifying him that his wife was ill. He sent a message to his family
doctor asking the nature of the sickness, and if there was any dan-
ger, and promptly received the answer, “ No danger; your wife hat
had a child; ifwe can keep herfrom having another to-night the itill
do well.” The mystification of the agitated husband was not re-
moved until a second inquiry revealed the fact that his indisposi*

lady had had a chill.

CHAPTER XVII.
HOW LETTERS ARE LOST.
IH dealing with the vast number of letters

hich daily flow through the capacious veins ~
WNce, the officials of the department com e” tU r propcr

dngs connected with the A blunders made by the
iurses ; they learn much in regard to tue muu
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sendere of letters in writing their addresses, and of the supreme folly
frequently shown by individuals in transmitting valuables in care-
lessly-made-up packets ; and this experience not only has the effect
of causing complaints made by the public to be sometimes met by
doubts and misgivings on the part of the Post-office, but is of great
use in tracing home the blame to the right quarter, which is found
to be, not infrequently, where the complainer had least reason to sus-
pect it. The following facts will probably establish what is here
advanced, besides proving of interest to the reader.

It is quite a common occurrence for letters—especially letters of a
small size—which are dropped into a letter-box, to slip inside news-
papers or book-packets, and to be carried, not only out of their prop-
er couree, but to places abroad, thus getting into the hands of the
wrong persons. Such letters are returned from time to time from
every quarter of the globe, but what proportion of those which go
astray are duly returned it is impossible to say; for there are persons
who, on receiving letters in this way not intended for them, proceed
to open the envelopes through sheer curiosity, and having thus vio-
lated the letters, do not hesitate to destroy them. Others again,
through dishonest motives, open letters of this class in the hope of
gain. But there are others who, through no such intefest, but mere-
ly from the want of a neighborly spirit, refuse to take any trouble to
put an errant letter in its proper course. This spirit was displayed
m the case of a letter which had been misdelivered by the postman
at a given address on the first floor of a tenement (it being intended
for a person occupying the ground-floor), the person who had re-
ceived it stating, when questioned, that he had tom up the letter be-

being sent out to post a letter droDs it 8ervant'? irl
ty shop, where it tefound w h en Z b S the letterbox of «mp-
*0 *ex»«i .C £ £ A T . RS [010)
«m d to deposit . let«, in, » «m |

The letters ,,.d *eo
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formerly occupied by the tap-lever. A somewhat similarly absurd
thing happened some time ago in Liverpool, where two letters were
observed to have been forced behind the plate indicating the hours
of oollection on a pillar letter-box—the person who had placed them
there no doubt thinking he was doing the correct thing.

It4nust be that many individuals entertain the greatest confidence
in the servants of the Post-offlce, or they would not send money and
valuables as they do. They also, perhaps, regard the Department as
a ut subject on which to perpetrate petty frauds, by sending things
of intrinsic value enclosed in books and newspapers. Instances of
this kind are frequent.

Within the folds of a newspaper addressed to a person in Ireland
were found two sovereigns, yet there was no writing to show who
the sender was. .

A brown-paper parcel, merely tied with string, unsealed, and not
even registered, was found to contain six sovereigns, one half crown,
two sixpences, and three half-penny pieces, wrapped up in small
articles of ladies’ dress.

In the chief office in London, two gold watches were.found inside
an unregistered book-packet addressed to New Zealand, the middle
portions of the leaves having been cut out so as to admit of the
watches being concealed within. On another occasion, but in a
Scotch post-office, a packet containing a book bound in morocco,
was on examination discovered to have the inner portion of the
leaves hbllowed out, while still retaining the appearance of an ordi-
nary book, and inside this hollow were found secreted a gold watch
and a silver locket. At another time, a £20 Bank of England note
was' observed pinned to one of the pages of a book address«! to the
initials of a lady at a receiving-house in the London Metropolitan

~AMckel done np in n piece of brown paper, unwle<j but U«d

letter Office were roun n tQ coatain B sovereign,
et A packet carelessly P .. jn instances

L in cake end piece. * -«
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one occasion gold coins of the value of £1 10s. were discovered in
n large seal at the back of a letter, the gold pieces having come to
light through the was getting slightly chipped. But the most fiat-
tering act of confidence in the probity of the Post-office fell to be
performed by a person at Leeds, who, desiring to send a remit-
tance to a friend, folded a £5 note in two, wrote the address on the
back of it, and, without cover or registration, consigned it to the let-
ter-bos. Petty frauds are committed on the Post-office to a large
estent by the senders of newspapers, who infringe the rules by en-
closing all sorts of things between the leaves — such as cigars and
tobacco, collars, sea-weed, ferns and flowers, gloves, handkerchiefs,
music, patterns, sermons, stockings, postage-stamps, and so on. Peo-
ple in the United States and Canada are much given to these prac-
tices, as shown by the fact that in one-half of the year 1871 more,
than 14,000 newspapers were detected with such articles secreted in
tbem.

Occasionally letters of great value are very carelessly treated after
delivery, through misconception as to what they really are. A per-
son alleging that a registered letter containing a number”of Suez
Canal coupons had not reached him, the Post-office was able to
prove its delivery; and on search being then made in the premises
of the addressee, the coupons were found in the waste-paper basket,
where they had been thrown under the idea that they were circu-
lars. In another instance a registered letter, containing Turkish
bonds with coupons payable to bearer, was misdirected to and de-
livered at an address in the west end of London, though it was real-
ly intended for a firm in the city. The value of the enclosures was
more than £4000. When inquiry came to be made at the place o f.
delivery, it was found that the bonds had been mistaken for foreign
ottcrj - tickets of no value, and were put aside for the children
the family to play with. “ Ol

Cases come to light, too, involving a history-or at least surest,
mg a h,story without affording particulars-or leaving us e n S

n the dark as to the circumstances of the matter Thus tw f
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the persons addressed, or through the carelessness of the servants of
LLloee persons; and the cases show how prone the public are to lay
plame upon the Post-office when anything goes wrong with their let-
ters, before making proper search in their own premises. A num-
ber of cases are added, in which the servants of the senders or of the
persons addressed have been proved dishonest, when the blame had
first been laid upon post-office servants; and one or two cases aro
given where the Department has been held up as the delinquent,
merely to afford certain individuals an excuse for not paying money
due by them, or otherwise to shirk their obligations.

“ A person applied at the Leeds post-office and stated that two let-
ters (one of which contained the half of a bank-note) which lie had
himself posted at that office had not reached their destination—men-
tioning at the same time some circumstances associated with the al-
leged posting of the letters. After some conversation, he was re-
quested to produce the letter which had informed him of the non-
receipt of the letters in question; but instead of producing it, he, to
his own great astonishment, took from his pocket the very letters
which he believed he had himself posted,”

“ Inquiry having been made respecting a letter sent to a person
residing at Kirkcudbright, it appeared that it had been duly deliv-
ered, but that the addressee having left the letter on a table during
the night, ithad been devoured by rats.” Another case of the dep-
redations of rats upon letters is as follows :

Certain letters which ought to have reached a bookseller in a
country town not having been received, it was concluded, after in-
quiry, that they had been duly delivered, but had subsequently been
withdrawn from ibder the street door, which was furnished with a
HIt to receive letters, but without a box to retain them. During
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subsequent alterations in the shop, however, when it was necessary
to remove the flooring under the window, the discovery was made
of thirty-one letters, sis post-cards, and three newspapers, which
had been carried thither by rats! The corners of the leUers etc
bearing the stamps, were nibbled away, leaving no doubt that the
gum upon the labels was the inducement to the theft. Several of
the letters contained checks and money-orders. n

But rats are old enemies to letters, as is known in the Post-office;
for in the olden times, when sailing-ships were in use as mail-pack-
ets, sad complaints were made of the havoc caused by “ ratta” to
the mails conveyed in these ships.

Nor are rats the only dumb creatures which have shown a “ lit-
erary ” turn, in getting possession of post-letters. Some years ago
n postman was going his rounds delivering letters in Kelvedon, in
Essex, carrying a registered letter in his hand ready to deliver it at
the next house, when a tame raven—a worthy compeer, if not a
contemporary, of the Jackdaw of Rheims—suddenly darted down,
snatched it from his grasp, and flew off with it. The bewildered
postman could only watch the bird while it made a circuit over the
town, which it did before alighting; and so soon as it got to a suit-
able place, it set to work to analyze the composition of the missive
by tearing the letter to pieces. The fragments were shortly after-
wards collected and put together, when it was' found that part of
them were the remains of a check for £30, which was afterwards
renewed when the singular affair was made known.

Another curious incident in which birds are concerned occurred
in the spring of 1884 at Shewbridge Hall, near Nantwich, in Chesh-
ire.  For the convenience of the people at the Hall, a letter-box
is placed by the gate at the roadside, into which the post-runner
places the correspondence addressed to Shewbridge Hall. Mr.
Lockett, the occupier of the house, expecting a letter from Liver-
pool containing a check for £10, went to the box, where, as it hap-
pened, he found the letter, but in a mutilated state, and the check

. a rObbery of bie bo3f bad been committed, or

forthwith!~ V0lated LLloTe BOSIted therein, he
forth* Hh rode into Nantwich to report the rhatter at the post-

cW I J1 J1Ce' RetUrning later on- he examined the”*ox
more closely, and discovered tom tits inside; and further investi™

Ne »» led to the of the check lyio* tw Z
” «"»P1t' '™ * _pitbe, itbri crideotly beco
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amhation. The check -was folded email, and could therefore be
easily carried by these small birde. The tom-tite had taken posses-
sion of the box for nesting purposes, and perhaps they found the
letter to be in the way, and accordingly made an effort to remove it

, the spring of the previous year a pair of tom tits built their nest

w.lar - S

| DaltoBbook funn. whic « ”"» with Ibe

i8bwW . The in.»d ndnor 1. U»
sual slit to admit of letters nemg
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front, the fuit size of the box, to allow the postman to clear it or to
place larger packets within. A pair of tom tits, considering the hoi
au eligible place for bringing up a family, built their nest in it, ob-
taining ingress and egress by the letter-slit, and choosing that por-
tion of the interior farthest from the door for their purpose. In con-
trast to the rutblessnes9 and cruelty of many who show no love to
God's creatures unless they contribute in some way to their comfort
or profit, the post-runner and the family who used the box, in a kind-
hearted way, took every care to disturb these objects of interest as
little as possible, and in due time the nest was complete, and eight
tiny eggs were deposited therein. While the female was sitting on
the eggs during the term of incubation she did not rise froip the
nest when the post-runner opened the door, but would make a pe-
culiar noise and peck at bis hand as he put it forward to take out
or deposit letters. But after a time the two became more friendly,
and kindness on the one side begetting confidence on the other, the
bini at length became so familiar, that while it continued to sit on
the nest it would peck crumbs from the man’s hand, instead of
showing displeasure, as it formerly had done. At length seven
young birds became the joy of the parents. These, however, did not
find the box altogether free from drawbacks; for letters, in being
deposited through the slit, sometimes fell on the top of the young-
sters, and so excited the wrath of the old birds. This was proved
on one occasion when a servant dropped a letter into the box for
when the post-runner next visited the receptacle, he found the b m »

b, complaine”

-notes and post-bills amounting to



reo THE ROYAL MAIL.

£400, addressed to Dublin, not having come to hand; but when the
matter came to be fully examined, it was ascertained that the letter
was in a drawer in the house of the very person to whom it had
been directed, but by whom it had been entirely overlooked.”

A banker residing in a country town in Scotland reported that a
letter containing two £20 notes and two £1 notes, addressed to him
by another banker, and posted at a town ten miles distant, had not
come to hand. On inquiry, the sender could not state cither the
numbers or the dates of the notes. He had, moreover, allowed up-
ward of two months to elapse before taking any steps to ascertain
whether his letter had reached its destination. “ As this valuable
letter had been posted without the precaution of registration, and
had the words ‘county rates’ on the envelope, it was supposed to
have excited the cupidity of some one connected with one or other
of the two post-offices concerned, and an officer was immediately
despatched to investigate the case. The complainant reiterated the
statement that the letter had not reached him; but within half an
hour of the officer’'s departure an inmate of the house having mode
a fresh search, found the letter among some papers in a press, where
it had apparently been placed unopened when received.”

“ A bank agent sent a letter containing valuable enclosures to an-
other bank agent. The letter was presumed to have been lost by
the Post-office; but no trace of it could be obtained there, and the
applicant was reformed accordingly. It subsequently appeared
tiret the son of the person to whom the letter had
had called at the Post-office and received the letter, and that he

left the town for the holidays, carrying the letter away

with him in his pocket, where it had remained. M f.
-A letter supposed to contain a £10 note was registered at Mof

f, trftad,. delivered u> ,he edd»«*, wbo,ho-™ |,

lai, Bnn note was missing. The
clined to sign a ree p ' averted that the note had been
sender was written to, b pnncenied (who had been more
enclosed. The postmaster c i vy distressed at the doubt
than fifty years in the service) was g Yy LWe KudcT «i

thus cast upon his honesty; bu N A E£N mte and etated that
mitted that he had obtained p offlce 0n being pressed for
the fault had not been with th® hen writiDg his letter he had
fuller information he s d afBxcd a postage -stamp
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letter and he had assisted her by getting an envelope and placing
n postage-stamp on it; that he had placed this envelope beside that
which contained the bank-note; and that when the lady had finished
her letter, he gave her by mistake the envelope with the £10 note
in it, and put his own letter into the empty envelope. He had car-
ried the two letters to the Post-office; and his own, which he sup-
posed contained the £10, he had registered. Both letters were safe-
ly delivered; and the £10 having been returned as evidently sent in
error, the lady who had forwarded it brought it to the complainant,
and thus the mystery was cleared up.”

During a snow-storm which occurred a year or two ago, a Lon-
don firm put up for posting, among others, a letter to a Glasgow
firm containing a check for a sum little short of £1000. The check
not reaching its destination in due course, payment was stopped at
the bank, and notwithstanding that every inquiry was made, noth-
ing was heard of the letter at the time. Eventually, however, the
check was brought to the firm who had drawn it, together with
the letter, by a police-inspector, who had found the letter adhering
to a block of ice floating in the Thames off Deptford. The suppo-
sition is, that when the letters of the day were being carried to the
Lombard Street Post-office, this letter was dropped in the street,
that it was carted off in the snow to the Thames, and there, after
a week’s immersion in the river, got affixed to the block of ice, as
already stated.

A Arm of solicitors in Leith wrote a letter to a client in the same
town, enclosing a check for £103; and this letter, although it was
alleged to have been duly posted, failed to reach the person for
whom it was intended. The usual inquiries were made, but un-
successfully, no trace being discovered of the letter. Some days
afterwards the firm received the letter and check, minus the enve-
lope, from a fanner near Tranent, in one of whose fields a ploueh-
man had p.ckcd them up. This man was engaged spreading town
refuse upon the field when he found the letter, which he opened
and thereupon threw away the cover. For the purposes of investi-
gauon, lit was very essential that this should be produced- but it
happened that meanwhile the field had been gone overw ith a |

bmg-machme, and the chances of the recovery the n- a
vclope were thereby greatly leseenéa | dISCarded efl'
set to work however m Z t| . The Ploughman’s son was

day, he found the enve 0 | R Sfter toi,inS g whgle
Y enve OBe examlnatlon it was seen 81 ’ﬂ]
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circumstances left no doubt that the letter P°, 0®ce' Thc wh’le
Waste:paper pasket o the Sondern—or—had3 Nad-eitbgr got jnytg the
to the Post-office and that it ».,9 he . dropped on the way
country among sireet rubbish, with w iicH iJ Z T°
question was supplied from the town of Leith m

A registered letter posted at Newcastle, and addressed to a i,,,nb
in Ed nburgh not having reached the address S , atele”

as forwarded to the sender intimating the fact, and rcqueSL
emanation of the failure. The banker supposed that the letter
had been lost or purloined in the Post-office; but it was afterwards
proved to have been duly delivered to the bank-porter, who, having
locked it up in his desk, had quite forgotten it.

A lady residing in Jersey applied to the Post-office respecting a
letter which had been sent by her to a clergyman at Oxford. In-
quiry was made for it at all the offices through which it would pass,
but unsuccessfully, no trace whatever of it being found. Subse-
quently the clergyman informed the secretary of the Post office that
he had found the letter between the cushions of his own arm-chair,
where it had been placed, no doubt, at the time of delivery.

“ A person complained of delay in thc receipt of a letter which
appeared to have passed through the Post-office twice. It transpired
that the letter had, iii the first instance, been duly delivered at a
shop, where it was to remain till called for, but that it had accident-
ally been taken away with some music by a customer, who had af-
terwards dropped it in the street. Subsequently the letter must
have been picked up and again posted, and hence its double passage
through the Post-office.”

“ A barrister complained of the non-delivery of a letter contain-
ing the halves of two £10 Bank of England notes, stating that he
had posted the letter himself; but he shortly afterwards wrote to
say that the letter had reached ite destination. It appeared that in-
stead of putting it into the letter-box, he had dropped the letter in
the street, where, fortunately, it was picked up by some honest per-
son, who posted it,”

A business firm having frequently failed to receive letters which
had been addressed to them, made complaint on the subject from
time to time; but the inquiries which were instituted resulted in
nothing. After much trouble, however, it wae at length discovered



UOAV LETTERS ARE LOST. 163

ihat a defect existed in the letter-box in the firm’s office-door, and
fifteen letters were found lodged between the box and the door,
some of which had been in that situation more than nine years.

A letter said to contain a check for £12 4e., addressed to a London
firm, not having reached its destination, inquiries were made with
respect to it. At the end of three months it turned up at a papier-
maché factory, whither it had, no doubt, been carried among waste-
paper from the office at which it had been delivered.

In 1883, a registered letter sent from Dunkeld on a given date
was duly received in Edinburgh, and delivered at its address, which
was a bank, the postman obtaining a signature to the receipt-form
in the usual way. Some little time afterwards complaint was made
by the manager of the bank that the letter had not been received;
but the Post-office was able to prove the contrary by the receipt’
the signature to which, on being submitted to the manager, was ac-
knowledged to be that of the wife of the house-keeper of the estab-
isshment. 1 et this person could give no account of the letter, nor
— f One f L seen ,t; and tbe letter was stated to have con-
amed four £ | notes and a bank deposit-book, the fact of its disap
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ceived the letter, and this circumstance gave rise, upon his return
from sea, to what is described as a “ feud” between him and his
wife—he, reposing perhaps greater faith in the Post-office than in
the dutiful attentions of his wife, believing that his better-half had
not written to him, since he failed to receive the letter on applica-
tion at its place of address in New York. Time, with its incessant
changes, hopes, fears, joys, and disappointments, winged its hurried
flight for a period of eleven years ere the matter which had caused
the feud came to be fully understood. At the end of that time the
same letter was returned to the writer through the Dead-letter Of-
fice, having (according to the stamp upon it) been unclaimed at New
York. It was stated that the return of the letter had “ put all to
rights ” between the couple concerned, though it is to be hoped that
the healing hand of Time had already done much in this direction,
and that the return of the long-lost letter did nothing more than put
the finishing touch to restored confidence. In connection with this
matter, it was afterwards ascertained that the letter was one of
over 4000 similar letters returned to the New York Post-office
from the offices of the British Consul in that city, upon a new ap-
pointment being made to the Consulate—the “ new broom, as one
of his first acts, having made a clean sweep of this accumulation of
letters, some of which had been lying there no less than seventeen
years. How far the failure of these letters to reach the persons ad-
dressed was due to their not having been called for, or to the negli
gence of clerks at the Consulate, is not known, nor will it ever be
ascertained what heart-burnings and misery may have been occa-
sioned by this wholesale miscarriage of correspondence.

In March, 1880, a letter plainly addressed to an individua vy
name, and bearing tic name and number ota «Met in*

L SSAL. T
™ being

'~ 'T n n 'o tin~tad note for £100, »gelber will . .bort
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purport of the message. without head or tail—it h** no
The memorandum was, moreov . bad it a signa-

superscription to indicate whence It had come, no n
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tare to show by whom it had been written. The circumstance be-
ing one of an exceptional character, special steps were taken with a
view to trace the owner, and an advertisement was inserted in sev-
eral of the metropolitan newspapers—bringing up, it is true, a re-
sponsive crop of claimants for lost notes, but without eliciting any
such claims as would warrant the surrender of the note in question.
From the terms of the memorandum in the letter, and the fact that
it was anonymous, the suggestion readily arose that whoever had
had the note last had not come by it in the regular way of business;
and this idea was strengthened by the discovery that the note had
been paid over by a bank about eight years previously to a person
whose name and address were endorsed upon it; and from that pe-
riod the note had evidently not been in circulation. It was thought
probable that the endorser had lost the note in some way shortly
after receiving it, and that coming into the hands ofsome individual
who feared to put it in circulation, it had been kept up during these
eight years. Meanwhile the right to receive the note not having
been established by any one, the amount was paid in to the Revenue

In the Postmaster-generars report for 1881, further mention was
made of the finding of the note in the Dead-letter Office, and several
claims again reached head quarters, one of which proved to be so
far good that, when the facts had been fully investigated the
amount was paid over to the claimant.

it appeared that the person whose name was endorsed on the note
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tained that, instead of posting the letter himself, as he asserted, the
writer had intrusted it to a servant, who had destroyed the letter,
and had attempted to negotiate the order.”

“ A person complained repeatedly of letters addressed to him
having been intercepted and tampered with, and of drafts having
been stolen from them and negotiated. There being ground to sus-
pect that the thief was in the complainant's own office, lie reluctant-
ly consented to test the honesty of his clerks; and the result showed
that one of them was the guilty party, the man being subsequently
tried and convicted. Thbc thefts had been committed by means of a
duplicate key, which gave the clerk access to the letter-box.”

“ Several complaints were made of the non-delivery of letters ad-
dressed to the editor of a newspaper; but this gentleman afterwards
intimated that he had discovered that the delinquent was his own
errand-boy, who confessed to having pilfered his letter box.”

“ A similar case occurred at Romsey, where, on an investigation
by the surveyor, it was discovered that the applicant’s errand boy
had abstracted the letters from his private bag, which it was found
could be done even when the bag was locked.

“ Application was made respecting a letter containing »check for

£79 13s Iid , which had been presented and cashed. The letter

S lot bee! resila..«* »o0 B 7 I 3

The applicants, however, ultimately withdrew their complaint
Lamst the Post-office, stating their belief that the missing etter
3 not been posted, but had been stolen by one of their clerks.
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confessed that the money had been paid to him, and that he had de-
nied having received it in order to excuse himself from not paying
a debt to the person with whom he lodged.

«A person having applied for a missing letter, said to contain two
£10 and one £5 Bank of England notes, and which he stated had
been sent to him by his father, it appeared on inquiry that no such
letter had been written ; and he afterwards confessed that his object
in asking for the letter was a device to keep in abeyance a pecuniary
demand upon him by his landlady,”

Some years ago a person complained that twelvp sovereigns had
licen abstracted from a letter received by him while it was in transit
through the post, but he was told in reply that the envelope bore
evidence that it had not contained coin to that amount. This per-
son then communicated with the sender of the letter, who persisted
in declaring that she had put therein the amount stated. At this
stage of the inquiry an officer was despatched to investigate the mat-
ter; and upon his requiring the woman who had sent the envelope
to accompany him before a magistrate to attest the truth of her
statement upon oath, she confessed that the statement was false, and
explained her conduct by saying that she had promised to lend the
pewon to whom the envelope bad been addressed £12, but that she
md been unwilling to do so, as she felt sure that she should never
get her money back again; and that she determined, therefore to
keep her money, and throw the blame onthe Post-office’

Wn | 1 kmiGla8gOW' 80me Ycar8 ae°> complained that a letter had
delivered there without its contenls-halves of bank n ot for

been tor t ,nVC8tiSaliOD' h aPPearcd that ‘be better had
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Z \1 7 1 Datlon- On iD(iuil7- it appeared that the letter had

wh h aYb T d’and 8UbSe(cqjuent_iy stolen by awell-known tldcf
who had the audacity to go and-claim the corresponding half-notes

fr a? her, firm LU Liverp®ol- tO whO8e eare the stelen letter
showed they had been sent by the same post; and in this object the

scoundrel succeeded.” J

An unregistered letter containing a £10 Bank of England note
posted at Macclesfield and addressed to Manchester, was stated not
to have reached ite destination. Full inquiry was made, but the
letter could not.be found. Subsequently, however, the note was
presented at the Bank of England, and on being traced, it was dis-
covered that the letter had been stolen after its delivery.

A letter containing two £5 Bank of England notes was stated
to have been posted at Leeds, addressed to a lady at Leamington,
without reaching its destination ; but the inquiry that was instituted
by the Post-office caused the sender to withdraw his complaint, and
to prefer against the clerk whom he had intrusted with the letter a
charge of having purloined it before it reached the Post-office."

“ The secretary of a charitable institution in London gave direc-
tions for posting a large number of ‘election papers,’ and supposed
that these directions had been duly acted upon. Shortly, however,
he received complaints of the non-receipt of many of the papers,
and in other cases of delay. He at once made a complaint at the
Post-office; hut, on examination, circumstances soon came to light
which cast suspicion on the person employed to post the notices, al-
though this man had been many years in the service of the society,
and was supposed to be of strict integrity. Ultimately, the man
confessed that he had embezzled the postage, amounting to £3 15*
6d., and had endeavored to deliver the election papers himself.”

“ Complaint having been made by a dealer in foreign postage
stamps that several letters containing such stamps had not reached
him, a careful investigation was made, but for some time without
any result. The letters should have been dropped by the letter-
carrier into the addressee’s letter-box; but to this box no one. tho
dealer asserted, had access but himself. Some time afterwards,
however, a cover addressed to the complainant was picked up in
the street, and on inquiry being made whether the n
it belonged had been delivered, the complainant
not. But it so happened that the letter-earner had a
tion of dropping this letter into the letter-box, and, Moreover, re-
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mcmbceml to have observed a young girl who was at the window
move as he thought, towards the box. This led to the girl being
closciy questioned, when she admitted the theft, confessing also
that she had committed other similar thefts previously. Thus>by
a mere chance, a suspicion which had been cast on the Post-office
was dispelled."

"The publisher of one of the London papers complained of the
repeated lose in the Post-office of copies of his journal addressed to
persons abroad. An investigation showed that the abstraction was
made by the publisher’s clerk, his object apparently being to appro-
priate the stamps required to defray the foreign postage. In an-
other case B general complaint having arisen as to the loss of news-
papers sent to the chief office in St. Martin’s-le-Qrand, inquiry led
to the discovery of a regular mart held near the office, and supplied
with newspapers by the private messengers employed to convey
them to the post. On another occasion a man was detected in the
act of robbing a news-vender’s cart, by volunteering on its arrival
at the General Post-office to assist the driver in posting the news-
papers: instead of doing so, he walked through the hall with those
intrusted to him, and, upon being etopped, three quires of a weekly
paper were found in his possession.”

In the spring of 1855, a young lady, fifteen years of age, whose
parents resided in a small English town, which shall be nameless,
was sent to a boarding-school at some distance therefrom to pursue
her education. The mother of the young lady was in a delicate
state of health, and, as was most proper in the circumstances, letters
were written from time to time and forwarded to the daughter at
school, giving particulars of her mother’s progress. So far this is
nil plain and straightforward. The young lady, however, one day
declared that though on a particular date mentioned by her she had
written home to inquire how her mother was, that letter had not

tocn delivered; and that on the second day thereafter a brown-na-
per parcel was placed in a very mysterious manner in the hall of
he house where she was at school. In this parcel was found a
letter for the young lady intimating her mother’'s death and ex

plaining that the parcel had been brought by a friend '.1
<» *c .tao»« f™
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Which have already passed through the post is"pe~traLl'~ffi
any great frequency upon the Post-office. Still, caseio doubt do
occur, and may at any time lead to criminal proceedings, like those
which took place at Hull some years ago. A person in that town
having posted a letter with an old stamp affiled, the stamper who
had to deface the stamp in the usual way detected the irregularity,
and brought the matter under notice. Proceedings were taken
against the offender, and the case being established against him,
and the fact being stated that this person had previously been
warned by the Post-office against committing like frauds, he was
mulcted in a fine of £5 and costs, with the alternative punishment
of three months’ imprisonment.

The accidents and misfortunes which are the lot of letters in this
country, seem also to attend post-letters in their progress through
the post-offices of other countries. A curious casc was noticed
some years ago in the French capital. Some alterations were beiog
carried out in the General Post-office in Paris, when there was
found, in a panel situated near a letter-box, a letter which had been
posted just fifty years before. There it had remained concealed
half a century. The letter was forwarded to the person whose
address it bore, and who, strange to say, was still alive; but tbhc
writer, it transpired, had been dead many years.

On one occasion notice was given to the Post-office by a clergy-
*aan residing in a country town in the south of Englund, that a
packet sent by him, containing a watch, bad been tampered wiih in
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the post, tbc packet having reached the person addressed, not with
ibe watch that had been despatched, hut containing a stone, which,
it was alleged, must have been substituted in course of transit. As
is usual in cases of this kind, very particular inquiries were nec-
essary to establish whether the Post-office was really in fault, be-
cause experience has shown that very often obloquy is laid upon,
the Department which ought to rest elsewhere ; and acordingly a
slircwd and practised officer in such matters was sent to the town
in question to make investigations. Arrived at the clergyman’s
residence, the officer found that that gentleman was from home;
but iutroducing himself to the sender’'s wife, he explained his mis-
sion, and in a general way learned from her what she was able to
communicate with regard to the violated packet. While the inter-
view was thus proceeding, the officer, with professional habit, made
the (»est usc of his eyes, which, lighting upon a rough causeway of
small stones somewhere on the premises, afforded him a hint, if not
as yet a suspicion, as to the locality of the fraud. In fact, he re-
marked a striking resemblance between the stone which had been
received in the packet and the stones forming the causeway. In the
most delicate way he insinuated the inquiry whether the lady might
not possibly entertain some shadow of asuspicion of her own servants.

« Oh dear, no,” was the reply; “ they are all most respectable,
ami have the highest characters.”

The lady had the utmost confidence in them, and to admit such
a thought was to do them grave injustice. The officer was not to
be satisfied with such an assurance, however, and by using tact and
Pa tence he brought the lady to see that, if there was no dishonesty
with her own servants, they would come safely out of the inquiry
au. i might lie well to allow him to question them. It was further
permitted, after some objection on the lady’s part and persuasion
on tliat of the officer, that the latter should L ¢ each of the ~ T n
separately whether they would allow their toxS to | T

.y  « =oUi,s ur-d s A T A zZ TTi
them. The female servants were called nr, ,,,,, ®
questioned, and on the proposed examiner and clo8elY
suggested, the girls at once assented This'1 T ~ bl °*
«.ere was still the * * £ £ £ with “ 1 *“
InPC of household ornament was summoned to th!“™ n

N

4P to a certain point, everything went well- but t.I
b bave his tmxes searched, iofured v * *’
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to inform the young lady that her mother was much belter ; but
when the letter arrived and was opened, she produced another letter
requiring her immediate return, in order to attend her mother's fu
neral. The case was very puzzling, and naturally excited great in-
terest—the more so, as some suspicion arose that a conspiracy ex-
isted to carry off the young lady, in which some person in the
post-office was aiding and abetting. The matter formed the subject
of two separate investigations, ending in failure, and the mystery
still remained. It was only after a third attempt at elucidation—
when an officer specially skilled in prosecuting inquiries of a diffi-
cult kind had visited the school—that the truth began to appear.
This officer reported that, in his opinion, the whole proceedings were
but a plot of a school girl to get home; and the young lady after
wards confessed this to be the case, .

It is not probable that the petty fraud of again using stamps
which have already passed through the post is perpetrated with
any great frequency upon the Post-office. Still, cases no doubt do
occur, and may at any time lead to criminal proceedings, like thoec
which took place at Hull some years ago. A person in that town
having posted a letter with an old stamp affixed, the stamper who
had to deface the stamp in the usual way detected the irregularity,
and brought the matter under notice. Proceedings were taken
against the offender, and the case being established against him,
and the fact being stated that this person had previously been
warned by the Post-office against committing like frauds, he was
mulcted in a fine of £5 and costs, with the alternative punishment

S S | which ,, thelot». bl T b« .

»«d Jo« «..y to th. PC». «h ~

half a century. The etterw alive; but tho
address it bore, and who, strange to say, w

writer, it transpired, had been e ~ N Post office by a clergy-

On one occasion notice vras g soull of England, that «

man residing in a country o AN N n tampered with in
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residence the officer found that that gentleman was from home,
but introducing hinself to the sender's wife, he explained hu nue-
eion and in a general way learned from her what she was able to
communicate with regard to the violated packet. While the inter-
view wes thus proceeding, the officer, with professional habit, made
the best use of his eyes, which, lighting upon a rough causeway of
small stones somewhere on the premises, afforded him a hint, if not
as yet a suspicion, as to the locality of the fraud. In fact, he re-
marked a striking resemblance between the stone which had been
received in the packet and the stones forming the causeway. In the
most delicate way he insinuated the inquiry whether the lady might
not |>cssibly entertain some shadowof a suspicion of her own servants.

“ Oli dear,no,” wes the reply; “ they are all most respectable,
and have the highest characters."

The luily had the utmost confidence in them, and to admit such
a thought wes to do them grave injustice. The officer was not to
lie satisfied with such an assurance, however, and by using tact and
patience lie brought the lady to see that, if there was no dishonesty
with her own servants, they would come safely out of the inquiry,
and it might lie well to allow him to question them It was further
permitted, after sone objection on the lady’s part and persuasion
on that of the dfficer, that the latter should ask each of the servants
separately whether they would allow their boxes to be examined.
If they had nothing to conceal, the ordeal could not, of course, hurt
them The female servants were called up one by one and closely
questioned, and on the proposed examination of the bores being
suggested, the girls at once assented.  This was so far satisfactory,
but there was still the butler to deal with. In due turn the pres-
ence of this household ormament was summoned to the room, when,
up to a certain point, everything went well; but it being put to him
to have his boxes searched, injured virtue cried out, and indigna-
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tion and scorn were vented upon the obtrusive inquirer. The offi-
cer had, however, gained a point, for he was now in a position to
say that if the butler continued to object, the suspicion would arise
that he might possibly he the culprit, and it might even be con-
cluded that he and not the Post-office ought to account for the
watch. At leDgth the man servant gave way, and he and the offi-
cer proceeded to the butler's quarters. Upon the trunk being

opened, the first thing to attract notice was three bottles of wine.
“ Halloo!” says the officer,

wine-cellar this !”
“ Oh,” observed the butler, “

“ what have we here? A strange

these are three bottles of ginger-
wine which were given me by my father, a grocer in the town.”

“ Indeed!” says the officer, who had meanwhile been noting the
color as he held a bottle between himself and the light;

* it looks
a queer color for ginger-wine.

You won’'t mind letting mo taste
your wine, will you?” -

Overborne by the assurance of the officer perhaps, or thlnklng him
quite chatty and chummy, a cork was withdrawn, and the officer
was sipping capital old crusted port. The wine was pronounced
wrv ffood but the missing watch was not forth-coming.

Sredene of inquiry was now changed.

The officer proceeded
*Ti

of the rgeer made some trifling purchase, put on his

his own family.
“ How many have you?” says the office .
* So-and-so,” responds the grocer”™ f . continues
“ All doing fot themselves by this ume, i

vA

A * <T door OA»

T - ™p,w

ginger-ivineyov- | never Inni wine in «J

conversation to a close.
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Returning immediately to the clergyman’s House be again saw
the lady and told ber what had occurred. He made bold to v,
moreover, .hat her butler was a thief, that he was B~AImgherhu”
band s wine, that he in all probability had made away with the
watch, and that she ought to give him into custody, and to prose-
cute him. At this point the butler was called in, and in presence
of his mistress plainly taxed with the theft of the wine. Finding
it useless to stand out, he confessed that he had taken it, but pro-
tested that h* had not stolen the watch.

The lady, however, had no longer any doubt in the matter; and
deeply distressed at finding how greatly she had been deceived in
her estimate of his character for integrity, exclaimed, “ Oh John!
to think that after all the pains your master and | have taken to
make you a good man, you should have done this wicked thing!
Oh, John, John!"

The officer saw that in the lady's view all suspicion was removed
from the Post-office, and prepared to leave ; but feeling anxious
about the lady in the absence of her husband, said he should go to
the police-station and fetch a couple of constables to attend to the
matter. On this hint the butler became greatly excited and alarmed,
and earnestly begged that only one policeman might be sent.

“ Oh no,” said the officer, “ you are a big man, and we must have
two;”’ and beckoning Mrs.------ to leave the room, he turned the
key in the door, and went for the police.

During his absence the household was in a state of wild excite-
ment, the lady of the house being in a high state of nervousness,
while bclow-stairs the servants were in no better condition. Mean-
while one of the females, either through sympathy for thtf idol of
the kitchen, or in pursuance of womanly curiosity, which is not
less likely, sought the vantage-ground of a water-butt at the rear
of the premises, in order to make a reconnoissance through the
window, and ascertain how the butler was comporting himself in
the new and extraordinary situation where he was. But one glance
into the room was enough ; she sprang to the ground, and ran to her
mistress screaming that John was cutting his throat. Sure enough
he had been engaged in this operation, using a pocket-knife for the
purpose, and the officers of justice, on opening the door, found him
streaming with blood from the self-inflicted wound '

At this juncture the Post-office official left the matter to be dealt
with by the clergyman as he might see fit. He felt sufficient inter
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estin the case, hoover, to make inquiry subsequently as to tbc fate
of the culprit, and learned that he had recovered from his injury;
that his kind master and mistress had forgiven him; and although
they did not receive him back into their service, they helped him in
other ways, and were assiduous in their endeavors to keep him in
the paths of rectitude and honesty.

The following anecdote, borrowed from a French source,= will
illustrate how serious the consequences may be when letters are not
clearly and intelligibly addressed, and by what slight accidents such
missives sometimes go far from their right course.

About the year 1837 there was garrisoned at a small town in the
Department 6f the Pas-de-Calais an honest soldier named Goraud,
who had served with the colors a term of seven years. Though he
had conducted himself well, and was favorably thought of by his
superiors, he had never been able to rise above the grade of full pri-
vate. He liked his profession, but being unable either to read or
write, the avenues to promotion remained closed against him.

Goraud came from an obscure village in Provence, where his poor
old mother, a woman of over sixty, lived, and where also resided a
married brother, younger than himself, who was surrounded by a
rising family of children. The soldier received from time to time
letters from his mother, which, on being read to him, affected him
deeply, sometimes even to tears. There were, besides, other friends
in ble native place of whom he entertained kindly recollections and
with whom he kept up intercourse through his family; espccuillj a
young woman towards whom he had formerly had very tender feel-
ings, Which, though not now so strong, time and distance had not

~Beeoming”~homeeick, and having no bright prospect before bun
in L army Goraud yearned to be set free so that he « 0 * s~ d

sar:rr A *

accomplish his fondest wish. necessary request, and to
But just as he was about to make the necessary regq” n

realize the dream which he ~ n tosorrow. This
brother changed all hiaplans. His joy was turneu

Par Pierre Zaccoo*-”
«n La Poste Anecdotique et Pittoresque.
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letter informed him that his mother was seriously ill, and, moreover,
that some distemper had assailed his brother’s stock, carrying many
of them off; in fact, misery stared in the face those among whom
he had hoped to live happily, and to eke out the remainder of his
days in comfort. The poor fellow was sadly cast down ; the phan-
tom of pleasure had passed from his view; he shed bitter tears of
disappointment, and was at his wits’ end. Dejection and irresolution
did not, however, last. He soon regained command of-himself, and
filial affection suggested to him the course which he should pursue.

Next day he proceeded to the office of an agent whose business it
was to procure substitutes for individuals desirous of avoiding ser-
vice in the army; and in a few days thereafter he engaged to serve
his country for seven years more, receiving in return a payment
down of 1500 francs. It may be guessed what was the next step
token by the worthy soldier. He remitted the 1500 francs to his
mother, in a letter directed to the care of his brother; and at the
same time he intimated that he was to start at once for Algeria,
there to join the new regiment to which he had been posted.

Three montile passed, and as yet no acknowledgment for the
money came to hand. This to Qoraud, after the sacrifice he had
made, was sadly disappointing; but he did not at first feel alarmed.
The idea occurred to him that his mother might be a trifle worse, or
that something might have delayed the reply. He decided to write
again. lie related what he had done, explained the cause he had
for uneasiness, and begged that an early answer might be sent to
him. This was not long lu coming. It stated that the old mother
was again well, that the brother had had a hard struggle, and that
though he hoped to pull through, it might prove necessary for him
to quit the place. In regard to the alleged remittance, it was briefly
added that no money had been received. *

This latter statement created a most painful impression upon the
Hu brote-, lelte, ,ppa>ted n brembe \ n “

mregTMe 1t e* « b i« the guise ot olcrilatgj frigidity
an . . - .
ﬁto be perceived an insinuation that no mo ad bee/senf!

SrMg Sal-

Kamut of wounded sentiment t “ “ OVer the whole
felt deeply hurt- i FTON™ b N b‘LLI8ellran man, and
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the money-letter had been sent as an ordinary letter by post, and
that the reply had not seemed quite right, he now suspected that his
brother had received the remittance, appropriated it to his own use,
and denied the receipt of his letter. In this frame of mind lie hail
a communication penned to his brother full of denunciations and
reproaches, and couched in such terms of violence that lie would not
allow the epistle when written to be read over to him. Next day he
started with a distant expedition on active service.

Gloomy, cast down, and above all irate, he was ready to fight with
the wind or his own shadow. In the first brush with the enemy he
threw himself into their midst with fury, and fought desperately
for several hours, as if to provoke the end which he now longed
for. Instead of meeting his death, however, he gained the hero's
prize—the cross of honor. One month previously he would have
hailed this distinction with delight; now everything was dull and
indifferent to him—even glory!

About a year after this event Goraud accompanied his regiment
to Paris. As he was leaving the barracks one day a voice hailed
him withtli] question, "Is notyour name Goraudl" "Yes, major,"
was the soldier’'s reply. *“ Very good,” says the other, “ here is a
letter for you. There are several Gorauds in the regiment, and the
letter has already been opened. | see you arc wanted at the Dead
letter office of the Post-offlcc about some business which concerns

>

He took the letter, and at once hastened to the Post-offlcc. Then'
an explanation awaited him of the miscarriage of his rem.ttance,
and the mystery which had clouded his spirite and .mbittercd hH
life for a whole year. The same letter that he had despatched lay
before 1dm with its contents intact. It had been written and ad.
dressed for him by a comrade in the regiment, the superscript ,
turned into English, being something m this form:

« To M. Jacques Gorand,
for Widow Goraud,
at La Bastide,
Canton

of Marseilles.”

As it happened, the

X T K — -b - — -
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plainly written, and stood out in a way to catch the eye, was the
word “ Canton.” This was the key to the mystery; the letter had

been sent to ChiDal!
At the period in question the sailing-ships conveying the mails

took about six months to reach that distant country, and the same
lime for the return voyage. The soldier’s letter had made the double
journey; and the blunder being discovered when the letter came
back to France, it was sent to the village in Provence to which it
was really addressed. But alas! adversity had overtaken the family
in the old home. They had left the place, and gone no one knew
whither; and, so far ns the Post-offlce was concerned, it only re-
mained to return the letter to the writer through the Dead letter
Office.

The moral of this anecdote is, that letters ought to be plainly ad-

Some examples of the rambling style in which addresses

dressed.
It would be a use-

arc often written are given in another chapter.
ful work were the school-boards to give some instruction in this
mailer to the children under their care. The copybooks might be
headed with specimen addresses for the purpose, and the teachers
could point out how desirable it is, in addition to plain writing, that
the addresses should be well arranged—the name of the person oc-
cupying one line, the street and number another, and the name of
he town a conspicuous place to the right, in a line by itself In
his particular “ they do things better in France,” for infS Jn -
I instruction of the kind in question was introduced into the
primary schools more than twenty years ago.

CHAPTER XVIII.
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* Sir,—I hare been rejoicing in the hope that when the last tele-
graph wire was removed | should be at peace; but alas for human
hopes! Last Sunday and Saturday nights | suppose all the wires
must have been working simultaneously, for about 2 a.m. | was
awakened by the most intense pains in my eyes, and for the two
nights | do not think I had more than six hours sleep-that is, none
after two in the morning. Since then | have slept from home, and
must continue to do so until either the wires are removed or | leave
the house, which | shall be obliged to do, even though it remain un-
occupied. The wires are carried in a tube to a pole about thirty
yarda from my house on the angle, and | imagine that when they
are all working, and emerge from the tube, that the electrical matter
thrown off must be very great. Pipes have now been run up ------
Road, where a pillar or pole might very easily be fixed, and the pres-
ent one might be removed 100 yards farther off, where it would elec-
trify nothing but fields. With many apologies for troubling you
again, for, I hope, the last time, and with many thanks for your
kindness hitherto, | am,” etc.

“ Sir,—I1 am sorry to be obliged to trouble you again respecting
the wires opposite my bouse at------ . You promised in your favor
of___ that the wires should be removed within a month from that
date, a great amount of labor having to be gone through. | was
not surprised that six months were required for their removal in-
stead of one, and therefore bore patiently with the delay, although
my eyesight, and indeed every one’s in the house, suffered most se-
verely; but why, when at last eight-were removed, should one be
allowed to remain? Since the eight have gone, | have been able to
sit in my own house without being in as excruciating pain as former-
ly- but still 1 am pained, and particularly between the hours of four
and seven in the morning. W one wire affects me so much, imagine
my sufferings when nine were working! Such being the ose. will
you kindly cause the remaining wire either to be removed or in-
cased in the vulcanized tube so as to contract the current Thank-
ing you for your kindness hitherto, and hoping you will «id this

favor to the rest, | am," etc.
There are some persons who suffer from the delusion that their

to the P 0 .«»« 'S A
keep up, or rob them of, their lettere-lettere generally which they

look for to bring them money or the right to property.
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pic are always giviDg trouble, and are difficult to shake off. ~On
one occasion a lady, who was possessed of a set idea of this kind,
called at the General Post-office in London to state her grievance,
which she did in most fluent terms. Her complaint was noted for
inquiry, and then she went away. An hour or two after she re-
turned to ascertain whether she had left a packet of papers which
she had meanwhile missed; but they could not be found. This cir-
cumstance, she stated, convinced her that she had been robbed; and
an incident that happened when she quitted the building in the
morning confirmed her, she stated, in her idea. A man came up to
her and asked if he could show her the way to the Dead-letter
Office. “ No, thank you,” was the reply; “ | can find the way my-
self.” She said she knew him to be a magistrate or a judge. *“ He
had a thick neck and flat nose, and the bull-dog type of counte-
nance, and was altogether repulsive-looking." She felt assured he
was watching her, etc.

An aged couple in the south of England moved about from place
to plac« in order to escape from persons who were supposed by them
to open their letters. Persecuted, as they imagined, in one town,
they would take lodgings in another town, and very soon they would
suspect the servants of the house and the officers of the Post-office
of obtaining a knowledge of the nature of their correspondence.
Then they would wait on the postmaster, and generally go through
their chronic grievance. The postmaster, in turn, would assure
them that their letters were fairly dealt with; but this did not satis-
fy them, and very soon they were off to another town, in the hope

1 " A o o *>«» « — «b Uro»roe
Mr. Anthony Trollope has left us, in the account of his life a cap-
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) W bun,
frequently to deal. His account is as follows:

so unendurable that he had written manv ®* flcance ; but u

strongest language. He was moat ; . Y COUcbhed in the
that scorn which is so easy to an a ' ,ndul8ed himself in
b my district; bua w C o “ df emiDd The Place ™ m*
might remember the edge of his Demo f 7°U‘g aad Btr°ng, that |
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die of a snow-storm, just as it was becoming dark. |

I at once began to explain my business. *God bless me! be said!

you are wet through. John, get Mr. Trollope some brandy-and-
water—very hot.” | was beginning my story about the post again,
when he himself took off my great-coat, and suggested that | should
go up to my bedroom before 1 troubled myself with business. «Bed-
room!" | exclaimed. Then he assured me that he would not turn a
dog out on such a night as that, and into a bedroom | was shown,
having first drank the brandy-and-water standing at the drawing-
room fire. When | came down | was introduced to his daughter,
and the three of us went in to dinner. | shall never forget his
righteous indignation when | again brought up the postal question
on the departure of the young lady. Was | such a Goth as to con-
taminate wine with business? So | drank my wine, and then heard
the young lady sing, while her father slept in his arm-chair. |
spent a very pleasant evening, but my host was too sleepy to hear
anything about the Post-office that night. It was absolutely neces-
sary that | should go away the next morning after breakfast, and |
explained that the matter must be discussed then. He shook his
head and wrung his hands in unmistakable disgust — almost in de-
spair. ‘But what am i to say in my report? | asked. ‘Anything
you please,” he said. ‘Don’t spare me, if you want an excuse for
yourself. Here | sit all the day—with nothing to do; and | like
writing letters.” 1 did report that Mr.------ was now quite satisfied
with the postal arrangement of his district; and | felt a eoft regret
that | should have robbed my friend of his occupation. Perhaps
he was able to take up the Poor-law Board, or to attack the Excise.
At the Post-office nothing more was heard from him.”
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Questions. Answers.
Title and date of newspaper? ... .....ccccoceeieernieenninen. Don’t know.
Whether posted within eight days from date of publl—
CAtION! oo Don't know.
Ilow many papers were there in the packet?......... One.
Was each newspaper under four ounces in weight?... Don’t know.
Where posted, when, and at what hour?..................... Don’t know.

By whom posted?........ccoceeriiiiiieeniicnieee Don’t know.
Amount of postage paid, and in what manner paid?.. Don’t know.

The want of information on the part of the public in regard to
postal matters of the most ordinary kind cannot at times but give
rise to wonder. A person in a fair positiop of life, residing in one
of the eastern counties of England, having obtained a money-order
from his postmaster, payable at a neighboring town, called again a
few days afterwards and complained that his correspondent could
not obtain payment in consequence of some irregularity iu the ad-
vice. Thereupon a second advice was sent; but a few days later
the sender called again, stating that the payee was still unable to ob-
tain payment. The sender added that he was quite sure that he
had sent the money, as he had the receipt in his pocket. On being
asked to show it, he produced the original order, which should, of
course, have been forwarded to the payee, and without which the
money could not be obtained.

A similar instance of ignorance of the method of business as ear-
ned on by the Post-office, was exhibited by a poor Irishman in Lon-
ibn, and is thus described iu the "Life of Sir Rowland Hill »

The belief has more than once been manifested at a monev-
«der-office window that.the mere payment of the commission

inthet T T tOPrOCUrc an Order for form of payin-

!11!4 Ml nsmoZaStI% go:r)?recégﬁﬁy %![')pl’l%rd Iiﬁsﬁldersgate Sfrm

iar injustices done to heredita?bonds'men ;™ '-0“ °f ~ PpP"*1™M'
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CHAPTER TTT
Cunions LETTEM ADDRESSED TO THE FOST-OFHCE

T nhe fountain-head of the Post-office establishment of this coun
try, whose personal embodiment is the Postmaster-general, possesses
very ample means for the collection of information of various kinds
through itswilling and trusty agents, to be found in every comer of
the empire; and this idea seems to, be entertained as well bv individ-
uals abroad as by our neighbors at home, who, when they fail to as-
certain what they want by other means, frequently fall back upon
the Postmaster-general for assistance and guidance—the Post-office
being pre-eminently a people’s institution, whose head even no poor
man need fear to approach—at any rate by letter. It is a common
expression to say that a thing cannot be done for love or money;
but while the Postmaster-general is addressed by inquirers on every
variety of subject, it will be found that love and money arc at the
bottom of many of the communications addressed to him not strict-
ly upon the business of his Department. In the following para-
graphs will be found specimens of such letters — some entreating
him to render assistance in tracing missing relatives, some asking
help in the recovery of fortunes supposed to have been left to the
writers, others begging him to obtain situations for them, and the
like; but the letters generally explain themselves.

The Dead-letter Office must occasionally he supposed to be a
repository for the human dead, as inquiries for deceased persons
are Bometim.es addressed to the “ Dead Office.” Thus:

“We heard in the paper about 12 or 14 months back Mary Ann
the servant girl at London was dead. Please send it to the
Printer’s office by return of post whether their was a smalt fortune

left for -——--
(t

sailo
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anxious to no as it is a deal of trouble on my mind as be is a Boy
that i have reared up without father an mother an he a deal of
trouble on my mind, he has adark eyes an Brown hair, looking
paci, please gentlemen to let me no if you can by return.”

“1i rite a Line two see if you hard Enny thing of my husband
that was left at------- ill. pleese will you rite back by return

of post as we are in great trobble.”

“ 1 have just been hearing of 3 men that was drowned about 9
months ago. i hear there was one of the men went under the name
of John------ . Could the manager of the office give any particulars
about that man—what he was like, or if there was such a name, or
if he had any friend. He just went amissing about that time. |
here enclose a stamp, and address to ------ " etc.

Again, the Post-office is asked to hunt up missing relatives:

“ 1 write to ask you for some information about finding out per-
sons who are missing. | want to find out my mother and sisters
who are in Melbourne in Australia i believe— if you would find
them out for me please let me know by return of post and also
your charge at the lowest.”

“r riSht t0 you and request of you sinsearly for to help me to
find out my husband, i bam quite a stranger in London, only two
months left Ireland, i can find know trace of my husband. Your
the only gentleman that | know that can help me to find him
ihcars is letters goes to him to------ in his name and thears is lettere
comes to him to the —  Post-office for him. Sir you may be sure

at i ham low in spmt in a strange contry without a friend |
hope you w.U be so kind as not to forget me. Sir, I would never
find for i would go astray, besides | have no money.”

SASATIY A rowe

She WM living nt Birmingham inni Rtimman—1ba i’ 8
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r ? to America-in which the Poetmaster-gcueral b

~ 7 lated t0O an InBl«ht-“ ore or less deep, into the family
affai™ or history of the writers, the rich relatives being as a rule

. faithfully remembered by the poor, while the recollections in the
opposite direction would seem to exhibit features of a less enduring

nature. Here are a few specimens: b
«olt “ Kansas,
ily grandfather Mr. John------ made a will on or about 22 Oct

18— dated at---—-- leaving to his son, my father, £1000, the interest

to be paid to him half yearly, the prinsaple to be divided among
his children at his death. My father died on the------ last leaving
myself and one brother who wishes you to look up and collect the
money for us.” -
“ California

“ | take the plesure in writing a few lines to you wishing you
to ask some old friend of yours to And my father wether he is
ded or gone to some other place, his trade was when | left a artist
and a panter. | left London when | was four years old. | came
to California, my mother and him had some fuss, the street where
we lived is on oxford street. You will find my name on the reg-
ester in the blumsbery church. My father isgerman and my mother

she is french. 1 wish you would try and find him for me i woud
be so glad if you find him. | will pay you for your truble.
“ 1 was born in 18— if you go to that------ church you will find

my age if the church is there or the book, pleas let me know as

soon asyou can.”
“ Missouri.

“You must excuse me for writing to you for | dont know any
one in England. | know the names of no lawyers, and thought |
would write to you. We have seen it in our paper several times
of money being left to the -——-- heirs, and heard that a Lawyer of
London made a flying visit to St Louis to find the heirs, but failed.
My father was born an/ raised in------ England. His name was
the oldest son of three. My parents died shortly after wc came to
America, and | was quite small. 1 know but little about any of
them. | remember bearing my Father say that he had neh rela-
tives who intended to make him their heir. | am very poor; Ine
everything during the war. If you know of some lawyer who will
see té it without money as | have none to invest. Please answer to

tell me what you think you can do for me.”
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"A's | bave no correspondent in London at present | adopt tliis
plan of procuring one that | can transact business through — the
matter | wish to call your attention to is this—To the estate o f --—---
and the heirs. The papers were sent here once but have been lost.
—————— died in London about 45 years ago and left a large estate of
which my client’s interest would be about seventy-five thousand
dollars at the lime of his death—Will you please inform me what
it is necessary for us to do in the matter in full.

* United States.

“ Will you do me the kind favour, as you are the Postmaster and
able to know, as | judge of. It is this, give to me the full name
and address of any ‘Mac------ ' that you know of in England, or in
Scotland, or Ireland, or Wales, or in India, or at or in any other
country that you may know of, with their full names and correct
address, so that | can write to them myself.

mif you have any list, or book, or pamphlet, with the names of
rwrt.es who have died, and left money or land to their heirs at Iaw
as | ivant such information,” etc,

in the COUDtry wan,a a piaster to act as go-between
“d bl» *'e» » « to toe following

Ill nnne
to'itsiin.  rnx rnh
party at------ to Whom he might sell a 30 T ® a 8uitable

well for he understands it is the b L f t un
now quite ready for killing.” P &l- The pig u

in«

gold *°J*“ ™6 rich bY * short

cut, wanu an'~stm
g d and 8llver- and forthwith

applies to the Post-office:

Itd b~ * some good

watci mat'r'nd tl. blT \Y
instrument to tell

"here gold or eilver i8 jn
®" a ins*ument
M the ««"*“ d if it
1 underet»nd there

enn-d to find mettcl—gold or silfer-1,
w,li sttrack it. A instrument for
are sutch a thing made. If so be
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will pleas write to me as | think if there are eutch a thing msjd i
could get one in your country. | send you a stamp.”

A stranger in the country expresses his readiness to reward the
Postmaster-general with some partridges if he will get some one to
send him a parcel of mithridate mustard :

“ Will you do me the favour of dropping me a line to say if you
know of an herbalist or greengrocer that could send me a parcel of
Mithridate Mustard. It grows at Hatfield by the river side, and in
the streets of Peckham on the Surrey side. As | am a stranger, if
you will kindly see if you can get any one to send it me | will send
a Post-office order or stamps for what it will cost before they start

it by train; or if you will get it | will send it to you. 1 will send
you some partridges for your trouble if you will kindly let me know.
It dont grow in any part o f------ shire that | am aware of. Wc have

the common hedge mustard growing here, but that wont do what
the gentleman wants it for.”

A Massachusetts owner of an old clock begs for antiquarian search
into the history of an ancient timepiece which has come into his
possession:

<« have tuke the liberty to address you, wishing to know if

I could ask the favour by paying you for the trouble I ask to
know.

“ 1 have an old clock in my collection made by Henton Brown.

London, in the firet part of 1700. | would like to know wbere he
was in business and when he died, if it could be ascertained.

inform me if you could find out by any record in London. | would
ps*

one of the loveliest places in Massachu-

setts.”

Now a brother, being doubtful of a love business in which his sis
J to' (U «L a c I»Im >the help of Ne

P

m u yo», |f you piame, let me TUac
N | beleave he is a Chirch uuragmmi.
man as Mr,——- m —————— . , mieter and lie

". Tioh K uy muchUnho W bow,
iyou "ill obligemeb,«db«, i«bouM Uita— forx
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1, I would rite and ask lor his cbLumr. because be is a stranger to

us all.”

A Frenchman, with hat in hand, and all ready to propose, merely
wants to know, as a preliminary, whether the lady he has in vtew xe

atili alive!
11A Monsieur le
* Directeur de la Poste de Londres.

“ J'ai cinquinte trois ans. Veuillez étre assez bon de me faire
réponse pour me donner des résultats sur l'existence de Madame
___j Si parfois elle était toujours veuve je voudrais lui faire la
proposition de lui demander sa main d’aprés que j'en aurais des
nouvelles. En attendant, Monsieur, votre réponse.”

A couple, having got over the proposal and acceptance stage,write
for a special license to get married forthwith:

“ Will you please oblige Susannah------ and Walter--—----- with the
particulars of an especial licence to get married—is it possible for
you to forward one to us without either of us coming to you—if you
enclose tho charge and have it returned, would we get one before
next Monday week to get married at------ . If you will kindly send
by return to the address enclosed the particulars, we should feel
greatly obliged.”

And matters being advanced one stage further in another case, the
following inquiry is sent to the Postal head-quarters:

" Will you please inform me if there is to be a baby show this
year at Woolwich; if so, where it is to be holden, and what day."

Nor is the purely social element lost sight of in the lettere rcech-

ing St. Martin's-le-Qrand, unconnected with Post-office business, as
Ute two specimens hereafter show

, . X * United Statue.
I have always had a great desire to visit your country but as |
probly never shall, I thought I would write.

‘1 am a young lady attending the High School at a oie
torest town bordering on tho------ river. Our country seat’is four
fame* “ °f e * My fathcr is a ri<* gentleman

" We have four horses, 80 or 85 head of cattle, 15 or 20 pigs, and
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. TSzzz - .
W»A S A FITTTTFT'T mh—

uncle, great-aunt, or somebody. itisatom hai”~ir™ "1*

my father’'s or mother’s side Tfl * ,*half a mill,°n either on
and inform me, | would be a thousand «mes *° Wri,c
infant in my Mother’'s arms °f “ e Whe" 1 Was a cr°wibDg
wide rolling7 prairies”~B p e ™ X 1 n

S iv ymLTTFrrF,r -* ouriacka” » X

L <I»l T 1 7 Mture“ = di — -
Parnr}\ A I!( 'ig "the ;c!hgorrogm L\/vagr-er rI *Iearr|1/z|ed_my.‘ eB», Mabs 0bfu(%ol
probly never shall go there to school again. It is vacation now and
I have come out on to the farm to stay till school commences again.
It seems so nice to be where | can have new milk to drink and nice
fresh eggs again. | intend to enjoy myself till school commences
again. Father has sold off most all of our horses, but he saved
my riding horse, so | intend to have rides and drives without
number.

“ Well, as | have said as much as you will care to read, | will
stop. | hope you will exeuse all mistakes as | am not a very old
young lady—only 13 years old."

) “ Indiana, U. 8.

“ Enclosed you will please find a letter which | would like for you
to give iote young lady or gent—lady preferred—who you think
would like a correspondent in this country. Waill correspond on
topics of general interest. For further particulars glance at enclosed
letter as it is not sealed.

' “ To the person in whose hands this message may fall, | would
like a correspondent in your city which | think would be of interest

to each of us in the way of information.
“ My house is in the central part of the United States, my age is

18. | am a partner in the manufacturing o f ------ . We are also
dealers in --——-- work. | have travelled all over the United States
and Canada. | can give you any information you may desire in

reference to this country—this must necessarily be brief. Would
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like to discuss the habits and nature of our people. To-day is
ThanksgiviDg day set apart by our President as a day of thanksgiv-
ing for our prosperity, etc. ; it is observed annually all over the U.S.
It is principally observed by giving receptions, dinners, etc. It is
snowing to-day; it is the first day of winter we have had. The
thermometer is ten above zero. All business is suspended to-day.
Please state what day you receive this, as | would like to know how
long a letter is on the road—if you do not wish to answer this, please
give to some of your friends who will—my address you will find on

the enclosed card.”

An individual who had apparently, like Rip Van Winkle, been
asleep for a number of years, suddenly starts up, and imagines that
he has committed a petty fraud upon the Post-office, and so, to ease
his conscience, pens the following confession:

“ 1 enclose you 7 sixpenny stamps, and ask you to credit 2 shil-
lings to revenue as conscience money, as | consider that I owe
your Department that amount, having enclosed some weeks ago
a letters to India within a cover to a friend. At the time of my
doing so | thought I was doing no wrong, as the three letters en-
closed were merely messages which | did not like to trouble my
friend with; but lately |1 have thought differently, and to quiet my
conscience | send you the enlosed stamps, and beg of you to bo
good enough to acknowledge the receipt of 2s. in the columns of
the Daily TtUgraph as conscience money from ------ .1 send li. 6rf
extra as cost of insertion of the acknowledgment.”

The question even of “ who shall be the hangman” is

bid one. The question | am about to put is promp

ment in the London papers that Marwood is Eo Be .
of Peace. IS to be the executioner

my readings of journals more
ways retained its own execu-
*ard), | am sceptical as to the
3ut, assuming it to be correct,
eace’s particular case should
aws of your county (York),
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which gives name to an archiépiscopal province. Hoping to be
pardoned for thus troubling you, | am,” etc.

And again, the Postmaster-general is begged to step in and pre-
vent people being called hard names:

“ 1 humbly beg your consideration if there is no law to stop per-
sons from calling all manner of bad names day after day as it is an-
noying me very much in my calling as a Gardener and Seedsman ;
as | have applyed to the office at------ for a summons for a little
protection and they tell not, so i think it rather too hard for me as i
have done all the good | have had the means to do with to the Hoe
pitale and Institutions and all charityablc purposes both in ------ and
elsewhere if needed; but i suffer from lameness with a ulcerated leg
not being able for laborious hard work, although i wish to do as i
«would be done by. Please to answer this at your leisure.”

The next specimens are from persons out of employment:

"lam taking the liberty of writeing you those few lines, as 1 am
given to understand that you do want men in New South Wales,
tmd | am a Smith by Trade, a single man. My age is 24 next birth-
day. | shood be veny thankfull if you wood be so kind and send
all the particulars by return.”

" Having lost my parents, | am desirous of taking a housekeeper's
situation where a domestic is kept Must be a dissenting family,
Baptist preferred. Thinking that such a casc might come under
your notice, | have therefore taken the liberty of sending to you.”

eelllinois, U .8.
would be so kind as to seek for us work
iff men o f-——-- Ilinois, and would like to
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limes cut in the eyes of our neighbors across the Channel, when air-
ing their "dictionary French” in the metropolis of fashion:

* Sib,—I1 have the honor of coming to solicit of your good-will of
telling me if 1 could not to pass' into the English Telegraphic Ad-
ministration, and, in the affirmative, what | would must make for
that. | have undergone here all the examens demanded by the
French Administration ; 1 am now surnumerary, and in a few
months | shall be named elérek. 1 know completely the two Bre-
guet’'s and Morse machines, and | have begun the ‘Hughes.” But,
ns | am now in a little office where that last is not employed, | can-
not improve me actually. 1 have also some knowledge of the Eng-
lish language. | have kept the last year the post o f--—--- during
several months. w

"As for my family, my father died from two years, was advocate
and sus-prefect------ during thirty years. Myself, at Paris, | have
Imd for scholl-fellow, several young gentlemen, amoDg others, Mas-
er , the son of the great English perfumery, and others nota-
ble manufacturers of London, where | should desire ardently to be
c erek, if, by effect of your good-will, you give satisfaction to my

SLjLw™" W 4"0yeJd“ "' “ d1*« -M | » U.I-

‘| dare to hope, Master the Director, that, be it as it mav

-W moOM » " '““ O Y«™

“\ou will excuse mn nf th« «w " 4 Switzerland,

but as I know nobody in your town ~ h ~ 1~/ to Write to you’

for find relations with some body honorable Will~ [ ixxn* W g
can procure me a place in the Emrii.h n \ Wi you *Y°«
««idler in an institution or tutor ini ™ °1 °T7e8 °[I plantatioM as
S»™. I havegoneago™ ™ ~good family. 1 am old of 32

nasium in ------ ,and | have held durin”a li*1 and gym-
an place os teacher of French i S ** year 1lthe Pensionnat

rnn give you some good Certificates and Mathematics. |
" li,,le English. | should jjj=*!*’ French, German, and

v:irNe of_l"ingll nourisUment cte _to ba?Urc,g
veyagc paid. hese arc my conditi * 8 glod “ 'Y and the
-ill you f,u,d

n .,
B™ you a commission propor-
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tionably to the importance of the place. | hope Sir a favoritole
answer, and it ie in this expectation that | am,” etc.

The next letter is of another kind, and is not a bad effort for a
schoolboy:

“ Not having received the live bullfinch mentioned by you us
having arrived at the Returned-]Jetter Office two days ago, having
been posted as a letter contrary to the regulations of the postal sys-
tem, | now write to ask you to have the bird fed and forwarded at
once to --—--- ; and to apply for all fines and expenses to ------ L If
this is not done and | do not receive the bird before the end of the
week, | shall write to the Postmaster-general, who is a very intimate
friend of my father’s, and ask him to see that measures are taken
against you for neglect. This is not an idle threat, so you will
oblige by following the above instructions.”

In the rules laid down by the Post - office for the guidance of its
officers and the information of the public an endeavor is made to
use plain language; but in any case of doubtful meaning the Post-
office, having framed the rules, claims the right of interpreting
them. At one time an element in the definition of a newspaper,
under the newspaper post, was that it should consist of a sheet or
sheets unstitched. A newspaper having been taxed a penny, owing
to the sheets Tieing tied together with thread, the person who sent
the newspaper made the following sharp remonstrance:

“ Sm,—I had hoped that the utterly indefensible regulation in
reference to which | send a wrapper had been silently abolished.
The public is quite unable to understand why stitching is made the
differentia of a newspaper and a pamphlet, and I can hardly suppose
that the occasional penalty of id. can be the motive. If » the
nrinted regulations you would assign a sufficient motive, no one
Tuffi oTTurse objet. Allow me to ask, if a piece of string is
passed through two holes and the ends not tied in a knot, .f that

U considered stitching? According to * * n
stitching my newspaper was not stitched, bu i ,f

needle”

. . bannir suffered the loss of a letter, containing

lSI;J aa - - M (—=--

epartment:
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», p. .0 bef«, bu. f« -1 f& r A S f "

»
cfcc Ibcrc musi be something rul,tl' ¥ - dit w ™ ftpity

tbc Post-office."”

N fond parent, finding that some white mice sent by his little boy
were detained in the Post-office, owing to the tran" > * °*
animals Itcing contrary to regulations, writes very tudignantly o he
Department, overlooking its impersonal nature, and singles out the
officer whose performance of duty provoked him for such castiga-
tion as # p cn was capable of inflicting. Here is his letter, and it
is mild compared with some of the comminatory effusions which
occasionally reach the Post-office:

<*Sm,—Tuesday last week my little son sent three white mice to
a friend at------ ,in a wooden revolving cage, done up strongly in
brown paper, with such sufficient biscuit to serve them for the day;
but to-day wc have heard that your officious manager at our district
office delayed sending it, and wrote instead to ask the address of the
sender, and called to-day to say he would not forward the cage.
Now ullow me to ask hy what law has he dared to delay the deliv-
ery, and by that means, no doubt, killed the little animals T They
were in a wooden cage, carefully packed, and could not in any way
have been an annoyance; they were not explosive, they were not
loose; and | know of no notice in your regulations whereby he dare
to delay the delivery and starve the little creatures to death. |
would also ask by what law did he open the package T The full
postage was on the parcel, and no doubt the stamp (4d.) has been
obliterated, which he will, of course, have to refund, as also the
cost of the white mice; he cannot, of course, pay the disappoint-
ment. Why did the office at------ take it if wrong? But it is not,
because he has sent several such little creatures to others, and they
have always reached safely. Hte likewise had the impudence to say
I was to send to the office for the cage, etc. | feel assured you will
Ire equally astonished with me at his assurance. The package was
booked from here over eight days ago, and it was his duty to have
ilelivered it. Please see to it; the address on the parcel was-___ H«

* Thc mice were duly fed daring their detention, and were eventually
sent for by the applicant.

fi
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A young man, conceiving that he had a call to the ministry,
quitted the Post-office service to qualify for that vocation. After a
time the following letter, which fully explains its own purpose,
reached head-quarters:

“ Enclosed is from a young man in my parish, whose sister is a
permanent invalid, and his father aretired Church officer, so that he
must have a dry crust.

“ 1 suppose his »tyle does not take amongst the Independent con-
gregations wanting pastors, so he is sent hack to business (a great
mistake, | told him, he ever left it).

“ He says something about being over twenty-four years of age;
but I think it hard he should go to college for three years, and then
be sent adrift without a plank. Is it possible to reinstate him nt
the Post-officeT He goes to chapel in my parish, and his family arc
all deserving and needy. Excuse this effort to help a respectable
though needy fellow.”

CHAPTER XX.
erNGUXAB COINCmimCEB.

Extraordinary coincidences have been chronicled in connection
with almost every situation in life, some fortunate and attended
with profit to those involved, others unfortunate or disastrous;
and the Post-office is no exception to the rule as being a field for the
observation of such occurrences. The peculiar nature of the coin-
cidences to be observed in the following examples may be worthy
of note, or, at any rate, the cases may repay their perusal with some
flmn.ll degree of interest:

“ Amon<r the workmen employed in some alterations at a noble
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a claim for the money towards defraying the expenses of his main-
tenance. and was with difficulty undeceived."

A registered packet containing a valuable gold seal was sent to a
firm of fancy stationers in Newcastle-on-Tyne, and delivered at ita
address in due course. Complaint was shortly afterwards made,
however, that the young person who opened the packet found the
seal was not enclosed, and inquiries were at once set on foot in the
Post-office to discover how and where it could have been abstracted.
J1 week or two after, and while these inquiries were still proceeding,
the firm in question reported that a tradesman in town had pre-
sented to them the identical seal, with the view of ascertaining its
value! This information served as a clew to the elucidation of the
matter, and the loss of the seal was shown to have occurred in the
following fashion: In the process of opening the packet the young
person concerned had carelessly allowed the seal to fall, unobserved
by her; it got mixed up with waste-paper, which formed part of
some waste shortly thereafter removed to the premises of a marine
store dealer, where it underwent a course of eortation. An old
woman engaged in this work found the seal, appropriated it, and
without more ado pawned it. The person with whom it was pledged
was he who presented it at the address where it had dropped from
the letter. The coincidence ie not only a curious one, but the case

illustrates how. but for the coincidence, the blame of the loss would
have rested on the Post-office. *

A traveller in the north of Europe became sadly puzzled witl
lettere which followed him about, although not intended for him

and the difficulties in his case are described in a letter written b
him. of which the following is a transcript:

1am sorry you have had so much trouble reuwHnN» n, _ =
p U , si I "oun W “ «n * *»
There was another Rev J L L n n me at »4
Norway at the same time whA~ATTei T “ »“*“ > B
everywhere; and when | read them I ™ Cr088mg T Y Pati
1wns myself or him, for his wife hadTh* “ d°Ubt whethe
bi« baby ,he sanHame a s X an<

Twe*and ~  *be same age; but wb
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he can be | cannot make out, only he is not I. Perhaps the regis-
tered letter which has given you such trouble may have been for
him. It may satisfy you, however, to know that mine was all right.”

The following incident occurred about twenty years ago. J1 gen-
tleman of the uncommon name of Onions was travelling in Scot-
land, and was expected by his friends to call at a certain post-office
for letters on a particular day. The day prior to this a telegram
reached this post-office from his home in the south of England, re-
questing that he might be told to return at once, owing to the seri-
ous illness of his brother. The telegram upon its receipt wa3 duly
placed in the pToper box by the clerk in charge of the posle resbmfe
at the time, and who of course, the telegram being open, was aware
of its contents. Next day, when the same clerk was upon duty, a
Mr Onions presented himself, asking for letters ; but the clerk, on
going to the box to get the aforesaid telegram, was unable to find it,
por could any one in the office at the time say anything about it.
Mr. Onions was, however, informed of its import, whereupon he
said he had no brother, but as his father had been ailing when he
left, he supposed a mistake of “ brother” for “ father"had been
made in transmission, and that the message was no doubt intended
for him. He then left the office. A few days later the postmaster
received a letter from this gentleman, then in the south of England,
stating that he had been made the vietim of a cruel hoax (he haying
found on reaching home that no telegram had been sent to him),
and he was the more convinced of this because his visit to Scotland
was in pursuance of his honey-moon. The matter being investi-
eated, it transpired that on the morning of the day on which Mr.
Onions called for letters, another Mr. Onions, for whom the message
was meant had called and received the telegram from a clerk who
r«lT “e”l«r -eut o* duly. The toulu,!.. bed e «»
through two persons of the same uncommon name calling at tbc
same post-office on the same day for letters, and, as it happen* .

their leden .1 houn -he. t-o diHereul clerk, -ere

in attendance.

la ih. fedo—ag » the .« -» «* «' "»“*“ to Jle"

< »Ut adeauately illustrate the narrative.
Thclddee exploit et lelegnph buurien up<m»e »»ta o
tolbe Stote ih 1870, » *d tb. eutploymeotol

* el
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a large number of inexperienced operators, and Home awkward
blunders were the consequence. In the year mentioned, a Liver-
pool man named Parlane went to London; but before parting with
his wife, it was arranged that on a certain day he would telegraph
whether she should join him in London or he would return to
Liverpool. On the appointed day the promised telegram was sent
asking his wife to come to London, the message being directed (we
shall say) to Mrs. Parlane, 24 Menzies Street, Toxteth Park, Liver-
pool. By some accidental failure of current, or imperfect signal-
ing, the word “ Menzies ” * reached Liverpool as ‘' Meins,” * and there
being no Meins Street in Liverpool, the messenger was directed to
take the message for trial to Main Street, for which it was thought
it might be intended. The messenger found at 24 Main Street*a
Mrs. McFarlanc, and to this person the message was presented. The
names I>eing similar, Mrs. McParlane opened the telegram, and her
husband also being in London, she had no doubt whatever thai
the command which it contained to repair to London, though alto-
gether unexpected, was intended for herself. That evening she ac-
cordingly started for the metropolis. '
Meanwhile Mrs. Parlane haJ been suffering intense anxiety at not
ecmng the promised telegram, andbeiug unable longer to endure
the suspense m which she found herself, she likewise started fir
London tl,e same evening. Strange as it may appear both Mr*
ariane and Mrs. McFarlane travelled to London not only b y »
me tram, but in the same compartment; and it was by a comnari
Fon of notes that the telegram intended for the one wL discovered

names should T »? ¥Y8incular.viz., thattwo persons of similar

*™ d 40d ~

Identity in names and addresses in nil , .
t0 troub,e and inconvenience. /\ ‘
o |

S d d :

«The nemes ere given from memory.

\
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her in each two persons having not only the same surname but the
same Christian name. De
In consequence of the misdelivery of a post-packet, the following

case of almost identical addresses in two different towns was broueht
under notice: 6

Mr. Andrew Thom,
Boot Maker,
8 South Bridge Street,
Airdrie.

And
Mr. Andrew Thom,

Boot Top Manufacturer,
86 South Bridge,
Edinburgh.

Not very long ago, two letters directed to Mrs. R------ at her res!
dence in Edinburgh were duly delivered there; but as the lady was
at the time living at the Grand Hotel in London, they were placed
under a fresh cover by one of her family and forwarded thither.
Some days thereafter the postmaster of Glasgow received a com-
munication from a Mrs. R----- (tbf same name), residing at the
Grand Hotel, expressing great astonishment that the two letters,
which she now returned, had been sent to her, since her permanent
address was not in Edinburgh, but Glasgow. The matter was af-
terwards explained, on the fact becoming known that two ladies
of the same name, one hailing from Glasgow, the other from Edin-
burgh, had been living at the same time in the same hotel, and that
the waiter had delivered the letters to the wrong person.

CHAPTER XXI.
SAVINGS-BANK CURIOSITIES.

W ith persons who deposit their hard earned savings in the Post
office Savings-bank there is sometimes observed a disposition, not
to be wondered at in their case, to use more than ordinary care in
keeping their savings secret-which care, however does not always
secure the aim which they have in view, but results w quite a dit-

ferent fashion. L
11 domestic servant who had invested in a Trustee Savmgs bank
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about £100, entered the holy bonds of matrimony in 1896, when it
might have been expected she would be ready to admit the man of
her choice to a knowledge of her monetary worth; but instead of
doing so, she concealed this matter from him, and he remained ig-
norant of it throughout the remainder of his life. The sum at hér
credit in the Trustee Savings-bank was afterwards transferred to
the Post-office Savings-bank, and by dint of saving she added to
that amount nearly £50 more. At length, in 1862, after thirty-six
years of married life, she died, leaving her husband with three chil-
dren, but without revealing what she had so jealously guarded, in
the interest, no doubt, of her children. Not many months there-
after the man married again. The second wife seems by some
means to have come to a knowledge of her predecessor’s savings,
and in order to pave the way to future possession, prevailed upon
the old man to make a will in her favor, which he consented to do,
not knowing that he was worth anything, and tjius gratified a whim,
as he might suppose, at small cost. The effect of this was that,
when the old man died, the second wife obtained the whole amount
of the account, while the poor children, whose mother had kept her
secret so many years in their interest, derived no benefit whatever
from the savings which she had hoped to leave them.

An Irishman who had managed to get eome savings together in
the savings-bank was exercised as to the safe-keeping of his deposit-
book, and he adopted the following plan to give himself peace of
mind on this score. First of all, he placed his book inside a box,
which he then locked. This box he placed inside a second boxi
which he locked likewise. Continuing the series of operations, he
locked the second box inside a third box; and then, to crown the
business, hung up all the keys in a place where they were accessible
to many persons. In a short time the book disappeared, and by
forging the signature of-the rightful owner, the thief succeeded in
obtaining payment of the poor Irishman’s deposits to the amount
of about £100. This unfortunate depositor is a type of a consider-

, ca8Sof P"8".who show themselves capable of carrying out

P ans to a certain stage, but fail in some one particular to give them
no completeness necessary to success.

b A s s = Whe W °°me « to the safety of
5" deP°9lt boojk- suggested a plan for his identification, furnishing

«sc«d *w_* hiCh Were h“ and a st*tement that he had
scar under his Ieft arm known to hlmself alone. He desired that
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no one should be allowed to withdraw mgney from his account
unless upon satisfactory information being given on these points.

In another instance a depositor proposed to send bis likeness,
with a view to his identification, lest some other person might get
possession of his book, and so withdraw his savings. He then pro-
ceeded in his letter to touch upon another matter as follows: “ There
are some little articles 1 would like to get from London, and one
of them is some natural leaf-tobacco, which I would be glad if you
sent me an ounce of, and charge me for it—it is only to be bought
in the largest tobacco-stores.” Not receiving the tobacco, he ex-
pressed surprise in a subsequent letter that his request had not been
complied with, observing, by way of reproach perhaps, that "the
commonest person in America (my country) can speak to General
Grant, and there is nothing said wrong about it.”

A good deal of trouble has to be taken in sifting claims for
moneys in the Post-office SavinjjAbank—especially in cases where
the persons concerned are of a poor and illiterate class. The fol-
lowing may be taken as a case in point:

m'An account had been opened in a manufacturing town in York-
uhire in 1868 by a girl who was described as a minor over seven
years of age. Only one deposit was made ; and nothing further
was heard of the account until 1872, when a laborer wrote from
Northumberland claiming the money as having been deposited by
his wife, who had recently died. On a marriage certificate being
forwarded, it was found that the marriage took place m 1851, and
that the wife was thirty-five years of age at that time. The app i-
cant also stated that he could swear to bis wife's handwriting, w
as the depositor could not write. He was informed of the«d*
crepancuTbut still insisted that the money was deposited bj his

wife and employed a lawyer to urge his claim.
Sometimes depositors mislay tbeir deposit-books, or lose hem

.«W 0n to

due to him, he would [o} M when a depositor has lost

due to him « B koowlodgo of the «count, thincoo"«
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.1 indeed, that he believed his account to be closed. But for the
notice sent to him in regard to his deposit-book, he would never
have made any claim. ]

As might readily be supposed, strange commumcatlons are often
received on savings-bank business—some quaint and curious, though
written quite seriously, while others are evidently written with the
intention of making fun; yet another class deriving their peculiari-
ties from a too common cause—want of education. A few of such
specimens are given as follows:

A depositor being asked to furnish particulars of his account, the
reply received from some one who had opened the letter' on his
behalf was to this effect: “ He is a tall man, deeply marked with
small pox, has one eye, wears a billycock, and keeps a pea-booth at
Lincoln Fair’— a description ample enough, and one that would
rejoice the heart of a detective.

The envelopes supplied to depositors, in which they send their
books to head-quarters, have within the flap a space provided to
receive the depositor's address, and the request is printed under-
neath, "State here whether the above address is permanent.” This
request has called forth such rejoinders as these: “ Here we have
no continuing city,” “ This is not our rest," “ Heaven is our home,”
“Yes, D.F.” In one case the reply was, “ No, D. K, for the place’
is teasily damp and unhealthy  while another depositor, being
floored by the wording of the inquiry, wrote, "Doant know what
permanent is!”

When deposit-books are lost or destroyed some explanation is
usually forth-coming as to how the circumstance occurred, and BoTe
of these statements are of a very curious kind. Thus a'person
employed in a travelling circus accounted for the loss of his hook
in these terms: “‘Last night, when | was sleeping in the tent, one
of our elephants broke loose and tore up my coat, in the pocket of
which was my bank-book, and eat part of it. | enclose the frag-
ments.” In nnother case the statement furnished was: “ | think
the children has taken it out of doors and lost it, as they are in the
huhbit of playing shutal cock with the backs of books.” Another
depositor said that his hook was “ supposed to have been taken
from the house by our tame monkey.” While in a further case
the explanation vouchsafed was as follows: " | was In a yard feed-
IS my pigs. | took off my coat and left itdown on a barreli «while

O



eugugeu uoing so, a goat in toe yard pulled it down. The book
falling out, the goat was chewing it when X caught her.” A ser-
geant in the army lost his book “ while in the act of measuring a
recruit for the army ”"—a circumstance which is, perhaps, not cred-
itable to the recruit. A needy depositor pledged his coat, forget-
ting, however, to withdraw his deposit-book, which was in one of
the pockets. On applying to redeem his property, he found that
the coat had been mislaid by the pawnbroker, and that hie book
was thus lost. In a somewhat similar way another depositor ac-
counted for Ids loss “ through putting the hook in an old coat-
pocket, and selling the coat without taking out the hook again."
It was suggested that he should apply to the person who purchased
the coat, when he replied that he had been “ to the rag merchant,”
but could find no trace of his hook. On another occasion a depos-
itor explained that his hook had been mutilated by a cat. Another
Imok, which was kept in a strong box in a pigsty, had been de-
stroyed by the tenant— a pig. While in yet another case the
depositor explained that “ his little puppy of adog got hold of it
and tore it all to pieces—not leaving so much as the number.” A
coast-guardsman employed on the Sussex coast, writing shortly
after the occurrence of some severe storms, explained that bis book
W been washed away with the whole of his household effects. In
3, case of mutilation of a book, the following account of the circuro-
atance was given by the owner: “ In the early part of last year |
was taken seriously ill away from home; and having my bauk book
with me, | wrote in the margin in red ink what was to be done with
the balance in case of a fatal result, and as a precaution against its
being wrongfully claimed on my recovery, | cut this out. ’
These are some of the more curious instances of the loss of >m

-th e lies being ordinarily ascribed either to change of gidence,
to the book heinjr dropped in the street, or to its being bunk wi
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nations the medical officer requires to make inquiry into the state
of health of the candidates’ parents, brothers, sisters, etc., the in-
formation being elicited in forms to be filled up by the candidates.
Though it is not to be expected that persons entering as postmen,
messengers, and so on, should exhibit perfection in their orthogra-
phy, still, in referring to the more common troubles that afflict the
human frame, some approach to an intelligible description of dis-
eases might be hoped for. Dr. Lewis, who held the post of medical
officer in the General Post-office, London, for many years, recorded
the following examples of answers received to his questions:

“ Father had sunstroke, and | caught it of him.” "My little
brother died of some funny name.” *“ A great white cat drawed
my sister's breath, and she died of it” A parent died of "Apper-
plexity;” another died of "Parasles.” One "caught Tiber fever
in the llackney Road another had had " goarnders;” ft third
“ burralger in the head.” Some of the other complaints were de-
scribed as “ rummitanic pains,” "carracatic fever,” indigestion of
the lungs,” "tonccrtina in the throat,” "pistoles on the back.”
One candidate stated that “ hie sister was consumpted, now she’s
quite well again;” while the sister of another was stated to have
“ died of compulsion.”

It is to be hoped that the work of the school-boards will be seen

in the absence of such answers from the medical officers’ schedule»
of the future.

CHAPTER XXIII.
VABIOUS.

Superstition.

SIPEBSTmoR rarely stands in the way of the extension of post
accommodation or convenience ; but a case of the kind occur«
some nme ago in the west of Ireland. Application was made <

¢ crcenon of a wall letter-box, and authority had been grantgd I,

W; but wh%r(?ngements came to be madjfLr EHU
.7 on.odd bebl
Cduty, in consequence of a general belief among the poorer un

Pie w the neighborhood that, at that particular spol "

QU, ,.gbtly on parede.” The ghost was stated to be a’ “
turkey without a head.
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Curious Names.

Everything that departs from the usual mode or fashion of things
is regarded as curious, and the term may be applied also to the in-
cidence of names and professions, either in regard to their relative
fitness of relationship, or to an opposite quality. As the sight of
two or three individuals with wooden legs walking iu company

sure to claim our attention, If it did not excite our mirth,
so the coming together of persons having similar names under the
same roof by mere chance would not fail to attract notice, and be
thought a peculiar circumstance. Of the first class the following
cases may be noted, namely, that at Torquay, Devonshire, there

d to be a butcher called Bovine; in the east of London there is a

Bull, a cow-keeper ; and at Birnam, Perthshire, a gardener
and strawberry-grower called John Bake. There is further, we are
informed, at Cork a person carrying on the pawnbroking busine*
whose name is Uncle, than which there could be nothing more ap-
propriate. Of the second class the following is an instance, persons

the names given laviDg been employed together in a single office
the General Post-office some years ago:

A Lacroix, A Parsons, A Partridge,
Laforét, An Archer, A Peacock,

A Deforge, A Fisher, and
Defralnc, A Hunter, One Berdmore.
Clark,

Letter-box, St. Martin’s ix-Grand.

So much has it become the custom in these later times for the
Post-office to afford facilities to the public in whatever will tend
tare«T be busines» of the Deportment, « innil m«* . <»*»E
Inr bosee or branch office« nre dotted obout everywhere a «hort di
ran« tal uraring the condition, whicb fem ori, obtnrard, when

X WJ the granteen«! P-»-« where corre.,»»*»«
to bl deposited for despatch. London is no exception to tins
~plan~oiTaccommodation, and there may be some l.ngcrmg

P , - wiiipb need to attend the closing of
regret» that the grent ball led right

"E trrs B L ®- -

the box at six o'clock:
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-The newspaper wipndow, eyer yawnjing for more, is presently

SCSAA-AA--.de

pnsldng heaving, and surging in one great mass. The window
lilii tremendous gape, is assaulted with showers of papers, win

fly thicker and faster than the driven snow. Now it is that small
toys of eleven and twelve years of age, panting Smbad-like under
the weight of huge bundles of newspapers, manage somehow to dart
about and make rapid sorties into other ranks of boys, utterly disre-
garding the cries of the official policemen, who vainly endeavor to
reduce the tumult into something like post-office order. If the lads
cannot quietly and easily disembogue, they will whizz their missiles
of intelligence over other people’s heads, now and then sweeping off
hats and caps with the force of shot. The gathering every moment
increases in number, and intensifies in purpose; arms, legs, sacks,
baskets, heads, bundles, and woollen comforters—for who ever saw
a veritable newspaper boy without that appendage ?—seem to be
getting into n state of confusion and disagreeable communism, and
yet ‘ the cry is, still they come.” Heaps of papers of widely opposed
political views arc thrown in together—no longer placed carefully
in the openings; they are now sent in in sackfuls and basketfuls,
while over the heads of the surging crowd were flying back the
empty sacks, thrown out of the office by the porters inside. Semi-
official legends, with a very strong smack of probability about them,
tell of sundry boys being thrown in, seized, emptied, and thrown
out again void. As six o'clock approaches still nearer and nearer
the turmoil increases more perceptibly, for the intelligent British
public is fully alive to the awful truth that the Post-office officials
never allow a minute of grace, and that ' Newspaper Fair’ must be
over when the last stroke of six is heard. One—in rush files of lag-
gard boys, who have purposely loitered in the hope of a little pleas-
urable excitement ; two—and grown men hurry in with the last
sacks; three—the struggle resembles nothing so much as a panto-
mimic méiée; four—a babel of tongues vociferating desperately;
five—final and furious showers of papers, sacks, and bags; and six
—when all the windows fall like so many swords of Damocles, and
the slits close with such a sudden and simultaneous snhap that we
naturally suppose it to be a part of the Post-office operations that

attempts should be made to guillotine a score of hands; and then all
h over, so far as the outsiders arc concerned.”
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Though the tradition referred to of boys being thrown into the
letter-box may not have a very sure foundation in fact, it is the case
at any rate that a live dog was posted at Lombard Street, and fail-
mg into the bag attached to the letter-box, it was not discovered till

the contents of the bag were emptied out on a table in the General
Post-office.

Curious Explanations.

In the considerable army of servants who carry on the work of
the Post-office, embracing all grades from the Postmaster-general to
the rural postman, are to be found individuals of every tempera-
ment, character of mind, and disposition—the candid, the simple,
the astute, the wary; and the peculiarities of the individuals assert
themselves in their official dealings as surely as they would do in
the ordinary connections of life.

The following “ explanations” furnished by postmasters who had
failed to send up their accounts at the proper time will illustrate
the procedure of the candid or simple when in trouble, who seem
quite unnecessarily to give every detail of their shortcomings, in-
stead of doing, as most men would do in the circumstances—make
a general excuse:

" ‘My daily accounts would have reached you in time ; but on
Saturday morning, while purchasing American cheeses and sampling
them, | tasted some of them, which brought on a bilious complaint,
so that | was obliged to suspend work on Monday. Being now
somewhatbetter, | trust all will go on right.”

“ | regret the daily accounts should have been delayed so long;
but having some friends to see me, the accounts were forgotten.

* The Postmistress o f------ , Cambridge, is very sorry that she has
not sent her accounts before this; she will be sure to do so to-mor-
row. The delay is on account of her having three Utile motherless
grandchildren staying with her for a few days.

The following will bear company with the three foregoing spx' i-
mens. It is a pathetic appeal from a letter-receiver, who, mistaking
the purpose for which a certain credit of official money w”~aUo'
him Spent it, and was unexpectedly called upon to account for the
THiRnrp due bv him to the head office:

Liri»*»* »! otlbe Mooey-orde,Dop.ru»»!. bl bl

,po» » .y J X y «»d disputed . vory mtotaliCD »0»»» Ot « « =
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viz., that as | had given a guarantee of £200,1 was perfectly ‘justifi-
able' ia making use of a portion of the money received for my own
business. | am now very sorry indeed that the idea had gained such
an ascendancy over me as it had done. The letter | received from
you afew days ago aroused me from that delusive lethargy into
which I was sinking; and if you would have the kindness to com-
pare the amount now with what it was then, you will perceive that
an effort bas been made to retrieve my folly.

“ My object in writing this to you is an earnest appeal not to de-
grade me in the position | have struggled so hard to maintain
through such distress as we have had, by suspending the business
of the office. | beg and earnestly entreat of you to give me tim» to
recover myself; and | assure you that under such a stimulation a
vigorous effort will be made to place myself in that honorable posi-
tion which it has been my desire to hold. Therefore, hoping that
jou will take a favorable view of the case, | subscribe myself, your
contrite and obedient servant.”

Prisoners of War.

The following incident, though not directly bearing upon Post-
office matters, has a relation to letters. It forms the subject of a
pa iene story, and brings into contrast the possible isolation of
poor fellows who may be taken in war, with the rapid and constant
(; kep/ Up betweeQ the P«>Ple8 of enlightened countries

0 ,1"1CS of Peace by the intermediary of the Poet-offloe. ' The
", Jre ere (ﬂuoted from a notice of the mrcumstances publlshed

«l atocal pape

AléJ Tw tOn? ¢ WOrk3 fOr the manufacture of paper belonging to

owing to o di 08 at.Valleyfleld’ near Edinburgh, were, in 1811,
intonne t uness of tfinde, sold to Government, and converted

were KT ? °r 116 ~TCl'kb Ediere and sailors, of whom over 6000

S : Z ? 18H "n“* »— »»bu Z

whose remnina ~ France' During these three years 809 died,

of n,. , rcstm a qulet 8Pot near the mills. Of these a list
Cowan larbc S ' °nd PlaCC °f Capllre “ P ~”~ed by Messrs.
w1l arec a m reacqulred from Government about 1818
the same firm In *“ large8t P ~ ~ U s of Britain by
Mag, ... ,. 1 ®°me rcPalre lately carried out at these works
lritira Was, lifted** d Underneath found abetter

Y a Pnfoner- ~bich he was never able to despatch.
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A copy of this letter is annexed, as possibly some of the writer's
relatives may see it and be interested by a perusal.”
The French is not very good; but here it is:

“ Prison Valleyficl, 16 Mart, année 1883.

"M OK cher Perre et ma cher mére,—DyapréS plusieur lettre
que je vous écrives, étant en Angleterre, sans en avoir pu en recevoir
aucune réponse, Je ne sais a quoi attribuer cette interuption, et
depuis on va arrivez en Ecosse, je me suis toujours empressez pour
vous donner de mes nouvelles, et qui a été bien impossible, i moins
jusqu’'a presens, d’'en recevoir. Je désirai ardement d’en recevoir
des votres, ainsi mon cherre pére et ma cherre mére, je vous prie
trées umblement de prendre des procotioos pour me donné de vos
nouvelle, est des changement du pays, est dans ce qui est égale il
mon égard, de la famille, seulement pour a I’égard de ma santg, elle
a toujours etté bonne depuis mon de part. Je désire que la présente
vous soient pareille, ainsi que mes frerre et seurre, paran, et ami. rien
autre chose que je puis vous marqué pour le----- . Je soussigncz
Jean Francois Noel de Sariget, la Commune de Saint Leonard, Can-
ton de Fraize, arrondissement de Saint Dies, Departemcant V ogcs.
Monsieur Périgord Lafeste, Banquier U Paris, dans la Rue de Mont
No. 9. Je soussignez Jean Nicolas Démangé de Saint Leonard,
Canton de Franche.”

A handsome monument was erected in 1830 over the last resting-
place of the poor prisoners who died during their period of captiv-
ity and it bears the following inscription:

- M . de« Henrdpo.ee....«»dre,de» P*” 7 "“»*«

w
dan. ee Tol.leageenle, te si mar, ISli .4 « » Juillet ISU.

“ Nés pour bénir les veeux de vieillissantes meéres,

Par le sort appelée
A devenir amants aimés, epoux, et ptres,
Ils sont morts exltés !

“ Plusieurs tallitane de .«.ta P— X Mk k £ £
hommes .ou. Mm., «ren. «erer « “ B

Explosion in a Pillar box.

Ari*>*, — t -t A "
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pairs on the gas pipes, and while the examination and repairs were
in progress, some gas, escaping from the pipes, found its way into
the letter box. The night-watchman, intending to light his pipe,
struck a match on the box close to the aperture, when a violent ex-
plosion immediately followed,Iblowing out the door, and otherwise
doing damage ; but, luckily, neither the watchman nor the letters

sustained any injury.

The Mulready Envelope.

The failure of the Mulready envelope to establish itself in public
favor is surely a monument to the caprice of the national taste, if it
be not nn evidence of how readily the tide of thoughtless opposition
may set in to reject that which is new or unusual without eerious
grounds for dislike. A fac simile of the design is here given, the
envelopes for sale being printed in two colors—black and blue.

*0 kkk " o
= hment of {_r'\e penny pols'{age fb(tekl)r?gp#] e'r%dg(ti tthe tlme]yog H]

0 supp
toToTaL " FT ol 8hoUld —  the "-biat
L t* and a P°staSe etamp, the envelopes bein

- A | « Or — ™ "as the
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be examined, it will be found that they are accurately drawn, in.
geniously worked together, and apposite in their references to the
beneficent work of the Post-office Department. Britannia sending
forth her messages to every quarter of the globe, ships upon the sen
with sails unfurled ready to obey her instant behests, the reindeer as
the emblem of speed in the regions of snow, intercourse with the
nations of the East and of the West, and the blessings of cheap
postage in its social aspects, are all suitably depicted. Yet the
whole thing fell flat; the envelope drew down upon itself scorn and
ridicule, and it had to be quickly withdrawn. In the end, it was
necessary to provide special machinery to destroy the immense
quantities of the envelope which had been prepared for issue.

It is amusing, however, to read the contemptuous and very funny
criticisms which were showered upon the artist and Mr. Rowland
Hill by the newspapers of the day, in one of which the following
remarks appear:

“ The envelopes and half-sheets have an engraved surfnee, ex
tremely fantastic, and not less grotesque. In the centre, at the top.
sits Britannia, throwing out her arms, as if in a tempest of fury, at
four winged urchins, intended to represent post-boys, letter-carriers,
or Mercuries, but who, instead of making use of their wings and fly-
ing appear in the act of striking out or swimming, which would
have been natural enough if they had been furnished with fins in-
stead of wings. On the right of Britannia there are a brace of ele-
phants, all backed and ready to start when some Hindoo, Chinese
Arabic, or Turkish merchants, standing quietly by, have closed
their bargains and correspondence. The elephants aresymbohe of
the lightness and rapidity with which Mr. Rowland Hills penny
postage ia to be carried on, and perhaps, also, of the power rdlju.s e
£ transporting the £1500 a year to his quarters, which is al beo -

3 M K -£ . HblMHI»N

Mn*°d«b T l«i'hci«lf rar nm=* »ke . "f

glomeration ol native lodian., m ta™ *»
tobacco, with a sprinkling of foltage, and the * * * «

forgetting a lit.,. n » o«
legs of the mysterious conclave to see th peering over u
a couple of heads of the while a little girl w
Valentine just received (seen , transfixed

pressing the elders for a sight of Cupid ana w
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vith a score of arrows. On the right, again, stands a dutiful boy,
reading lo his anxious mamma an account of her husband’'s hapless
shipwreck, who, with hands clasped, is blessing Rowland Hill for
the cheap rate at which she gets the disastrous intelligence. With
Tery great propriety the name of the artist is conspicuously placed
in one corner, so that the public aud posterity may know who is the
worthy Oliver of the genius of a Rowland on this important oc-
casion. As may well be imagined, it is no common man,-for the
mighty effort has taxed the powers of the Royal Academy itself, if
the engraved announcement of W. Mulready, R.A., in the comer
may be credited. Considering the infinite drollery of the whole,
the curious assortment of figures and faces; the harmonious me-
lange of elephants, mandarin’s tails, Yankee beavers, naked Indians
squatted with their hind-quarters in front, Cherokee chiefs with
feathered tufts shaking missionaries by the hand; casks of Virginia
threatening the heads of young ladies devouring their love-letters;
and the old woman in the comer, with hands uplifted, blessing Lord
Lichfield aud Sir Rowland for the saving grace of lid. out of the
shilling, and valuing her absent husband's calamity or death as noth-
ing in comparison with euch an economy — altogether, it may be
said that this is a wondrous combination of pictorial genius, after
which Phiz and Cruikshank must hide their diminished heads, for
they can hardly be deemed worthy now of the inferior grade of
associates and aspirants for Academic honors.”

All this is excessively funny, and enables us to smile; but if the
grounds of condemnation were of no more solid kind, we might
veuture the suggestion that the envelopes had hardly a fair trial at
the bar of serious public judgment.

Lines on the Penny Postage.

Tiie following lines were popular about the year 1840, when Sir
Rowland Hill introduced the uniform penny rate of postage. The
«=heme was not looked upon hopefully in all quarters, and some per-
Mus predicted an early failure for it, while others only saw in the new
departure grounds for ridicule or jest. These lines, which are cer-
tainly amusing, are said to be the production of Mr. James Beaton:

Something | want to writo upon, to scare away each vapor__

The "Penny Postage” shall | try? Why,yes, PU write on paper.
iy great invention, Rowland Hill, each person loudly haile

The females they are full of it, and so are aU the malls.
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This may be called the “ Penny Age,” and those who are not mullah

Are daily growing «penny wise,” though not, T hope, pound foolish

We ve penny blacking, penny plays, penny mags, for Information

And now a » Penny Post,"which proves we've lots of penetration.

Their lovesick thoughts by this new act may Lucy, Jane, or Mary,

Array in airy-diction from Johnson’s dictionary.

Each maid will for the postman watch the key hole like a cat,

And spring towards the door whene’er there comes a big rat-tat.

And lots of paper will be used by every scribbling elf,

That each should be n paper manufacturer himself.

To serve all with ink enough they must have different plans; ,

They muet start an “ Ink walk” just like milk, and serve it round in
cans.

The letters in St. Valentine so vastly will amount,

Postmen may judge them by the lot, they won’t have time to count;

They must bring round spades and measures, to poor love-sick souls

Deliver them by bushels, the same as they do coals.

As billet-doux will so augment the mails will be too small,

So omnibuses they must use, or they can’t carry all ;

And ladies pleasure will evince, instead of any fués,

To have their lovers’ letters all delivered with a’bus!

Mall-coachmen are improving much in knowledge of the head,

For like the letter which they take, they’re themselves all over red.

Postmen are *men of letters ” too; each one’s a learned talker,

And 'cause be reads the diction’ ry, the people call him “ Walker.”

Handwriting now ol every sort the connoisseur may njeet;

Though a running hnnd, | think, does most give postmen running feet.

They who can’t write will make their mark when they a line arc drop-
ping, .

And where orthography is lame, of course it will “ come bopping.

Invention is progressing so, and soon it will be seen,

That conveyance will be quicker done than it has ever been;

A plan’s in agitation—as naught can genius fetter—

-To let us have the answer back before tbey get the letter.

At the Stamp-eounter.

A man who can stand at the stamp-counter and serve the public
without fear and without reproach, must needs be possessed o a
highly-sweetened temper. What with the impauent denm
J L tb. unroeeonabte demur, o( od.em, tte Um«me IKmdo;J
questions propounded by the ecceninc, and the attent ?"* ~
to be elven to the Mm. Browns of society, not to mention tbam
fating remarks at times of the inconsiderate, the position beh w -
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counter is one which calls for self-control and a large share of good-

nature. .
The sort of thing that has to be endured at the hands of

“ Perfect woman, nobly planned,
To warn, to comfort, and command,”

when she chooses to lay siege to ~he stamp-window, is thus de-
scribed by an American writer, and the description is not to any
great extent an exaggeration (if it be so at all) of experiences which
are had in our own country in this particular direction:

"Just about eleven o'clock yesterday forenoon there were thir-
teen men and one woman at the stamp-window of the Post-office.
Most of the men had letters to post on the eastefn trains. The
woman had something tied up in a blue match-box. She got there
first, and she held her position with her head in the window and
both dhows on the shelf.

“ " Is there such a place in this country as Clevelandi’ she began.

< Ohyes.’ '

‘“ Do you send mail there? ' -

‘** Yes.

‘“ Well, a woman living next door asked me to mail this box for
her. 1 guess it's directed all right. She said it ought to go for a
cent.’

“ ‘Takes two cents,’ said the clerk, after weighing it. *If there
is writing inside, it will be twelve cents.’

" “Mercy on me, but how you do charge!

‘ Here the thirteen men began to push up and bustle around, and
talk altout the old match-box delaying two dozen business letters;
but the woman had lota of time.

* -Then it will be two cents, ch?’
"'If there is no writing inside,” observed the clerk.
" Well, there may be; I know she is a great hand to write.

She's sending some flower seed to her sister, and | suppose she has
bnu her how to plant 'em—’

‘Two threes,’ called out one of the crowd, as he tried to get at
the window.

“ *Hurry up! cried another.

tbiJ here °URht tObea “ P*¥ 10window here for women,’ growled
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“ ‘Then it will take twelve cents!" she calmly queried, as she
fumbled around for her purse.

*'Yes/’ .

“ ‘“Well, I'd better pay it, | guess.’

“ Prom one pocket she took two coppers, from her reticule she
took &three-cent piece, from her purse she fished out a nickel ; and
it was only after a hunt of eighty seconds that she got the twelve
cents together. She then consumed four minutes in licking on the
stamps, asking where to post the box, and wondering if there was
really any writing inside.

“ But woman proposes and man disposes. Twenty thousand dol-
lars’ worth of business was being detained by a twelve-cent woman,
and a tidal-wave suddenly took her away from the window. In
sixty seconds the thirteen men had been waited on and gone their
ways, and the woman returned to the window, handed in the box,
and said, ‘ Them stamps are licked on crooked; it won't make any
difference, will it!"” -

CHAPTER XXIV.
RED TATE

T he Post-office is no stranger to the taunt that it is swathed from
head to foot in red tape; or, at any rate, that its operations are so

whole sphere of hi.drhlyta » « i* = *1 »~ 2

] y ” «
ol'”~ roh ~lr», rbe”"tar««J mom<er Ibc heherio, of bl.
ticulars of bts daily sates,

servants constantly un er © ™  buain€38 world, the whole scope
fact, he is ever present in Ins If apepa of this class
of which is within his mdivtdual pume” PJ probably he

were asked a question in regard to he addre8flM an

in his power to afford ~ ans™er a ; reply with Uke rapidity

view té discipline; m
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likely happen, the cause would be assumed to be needless routine—
otherwise red tape!

Now it is proper here to Observe, that between business or trade
in the ordinary sense, and the administration of a department like
the Post-office, there exists a gulf which forbids all comparison, apd
establishes a contrast of the most striking kind. A stranger, were
he taken through the Secretariat of the Post-office at St Martin’s-le-
Grand, the brain of the whole Department, could not fail to be
struck by the method which reigns throughout, and the way in
which various subjects coming up for consideration are disposed of
in different branches. In one quarter he would find inquiry going
on into the characters and antecedents of candidates for appoint-
ments throughout the country, and preparatie being made for
their examination by the Civil Service Commissioners. In another
room would be found officers exercising judicial functions in regard
to cases of misbehavior reported from the country—meting out ar-
rest of pay or dismissal in accordance with the gravity of the offence
in each instance. Then in other rooms questions as to new build- -
mgs, their fittings and furniture, and the increase of staff when de-
manded by provincial offices, are undergoing close examination.
Inquiries for missing letters take up attention in one branch;
various other kinds of irregularities are dealt with in another. The
foreign mails, home mails, the telegraph branch, the parcel-poet
branch, with all their subdivisions of work, occupy separate rooms,
and claim the attention of officers speually trained to their several
duties. - R

And how does all the correspondence for the Secretary at head-
quarters find ita way to ite proper quarter for treatment? There is
a branch railed the Registry, in which every letter or communica-

'on of any importance is registered on receipt-that is, it receives a

T " J “ame °f the writer k indexed-* d the subject of his

T ' «The nUmber ° ¢ °fflcere ewPoY«1 b the Registry
<3 and the original papers passing through the branch in thé wav

“"?2m 'm “ branch eve,, raTralg

n
H apers f for treatment argadistributed over the Secretariat each

Z K ;S
ZZ . t*, *

Of th’Reglstry endlhere, for every am z¥ch se

" b A d T a n w isent
bgga”™T u ™ 'deetineUoncaate traced. Were this not done.
P~tnuisters, or persons acting from base or interested mo-
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tives, might find it convenient not to return the papers a,,i E ,

silence end item. Sometimes a single case will T ' b , by
i6rteT ™ r.0' HortY toeS' ¥ 1«* w b o0i\ZzU"'n
T ; hc routi?e wWch some people call red tape

la deallng m thls way with large masses of correspondence each
atom of which has to receive its due share of brain-attention,’ there
snecessanly some degree of retardation; and it may be remarked
that, between this process and the law in mechanics under which
other things being equal, a gain of power is accompanied by a LU
of speed, there exists a strong analogy. But by this classification
and division of labor it is possible to bring about results which
could not be achieved by a much larger staff under any plan of
desultory, working.

We will mention one thing which, perhaps more than any other,
excites the public to use the taunt of red tape. It is a printed reply
to a complaint* commonly spoken of as the “ stereotyped reply."
The public do not know how carefully and conscientiously delays
and reported losses of letters are investigated in the Post-office, In-
quiries are made in every office through which the letters would pass
in transit, and records made, lest an explanation should afterwards be
forth coming ; but aiterai], in the eyes of 60Te persons, the printed
reply spoils all. These persons forget, however, that the printed
letter conveys all that is to be said on the subject, and that it is used
in the interests of economy.

It may be admitted of the Post-office, that.of ail of its character-
istics the most prominent is that of its method, routine, or red-tape-
ism, in the limited sense of what is necessary for the furtherance of
the public service; but there is, perhaps, no concern of like magni-
tude in the world in which there is less of the musty fusty red tape
of antiquity that has outgrown its time, and no longer seeves any

useful purpose.

THE END.
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tives, might find it convenient not to return the papers, ami SO i,v
silence end them. Sometimes a single case will go backward and
forward thirty or forty times, yet its whole history of travel u re-
corded. This is the routine which some people call red tap:.

In dealing in this way with large masses of correspondence, <aca
atom of which has to receive its due share of brain-attention, th. iv
is necessarily some degree of retardation; and it may he remarked
that, between this process and lite law in mechanics under u tbel,
other things being equal, a gain of power is accompanied by a I.—
of speed, there exists a strong analogy, liut by this cla—iicniiun
and division of labor it is possible to bring about results wind,
could not be achieved by a much larger staff under any plan of
desultory working.

We will meutiou one thing which, perhaps more than any "Uti r.
excites the public to use the taimi of red tape. It is a printed n ply
to a complaint, commonly spoken of as the “ stereotyped " pl>
The public do not know how carefully and conscientiously delays
and reported losses of letters arc investigated in the Post-office. lu
quirics arc made iu every office through which the letters would is-
in transit, and records made, lest an explanation should afterward- in-
fortii coming ; but after all, iu the eyes of some persons, the print. m
reply spoils all. These persons forget, however, that «he prm,d
letter conveys all that is to be said on the subject, and timt it t-
in the interests of economy. ... ....

It may be admitted of the Post office, that of all of th «ho-
telles the most prominent is that of its ( .'f
ism, in the limited sense of wl.at ts necessary 0. Wk
the public service; but [HBF@ ig, BWMPS’. no concern of r~ H, t,.,
tude in Ute world in which there is less > - '
of antiquity that has outgrown its time, and no longer H o -

useful purpose.

TIE ENO.
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