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THURSDAY,

THE harmless and in ерше degree instructive j 
amusement o f ooHscting tbe postage stampe* o f 1 
various countries ; in various stages of their 
postal history has become firmly established * 
among the pastimes o f the youth o f this nation ; 
out it-is very far from being regarded among us ' 
is one o f those delights that are to he put aside 
upon attaining the dignity of the toga virili*. 
We have even among tie collectors o f mature 
years who may be said to be socially distin
guished by tbe fact that they are known to 
possess collections of postage stamps o f almost 
unrivalled completeness, using that term, we 
need haHlly say, in a relative sense ; for, like 
most objects of man’s desire, absolutely perfect 
liburna can hardly be within the reach 
human effort. Probably there is no stamp 
in this world, “  however watched and 
that has hot only “ one vacant chair,’ ’ hut 
many. Perhaps i t  is well that it should be 
for perfect and complete possession is try 
unhappy law o f our nature apt to be fol 
by diminished appetite, tind iVmay be that 
inevitable occasional empty square in the al' 
is the one thing needful to keep alive 
postage stamp collector’ s burning steal 
enable him to gloat over bis treasures with, an 
afar-increasing attachment. For a time, in
deed, it  seemed that the pursuit of rari (íe* 
night develop into a mania to which the worship 
>f old blue china, or even the Dutch tulip 
nadnese, would be but a trifle, butehappily the 
ipidsmic has been restrained within more reason- 
tble limits.

These reflections а де suggested to us by  the 
tppearance o f a volume of rather imposing bulk, 
compiled b y  Mr. F . A. P hilbrick  and MV. 
W. A . S. W estobv, both prominent members.of 
tbe . “  Philatelic Society o f London,”  under 
whose authority the work is issued. Mr. P h il-. 
BRICK is, we believe, no other than the distin
guished Queen’s Counsel o f that name, who, 4 } 
far from considering it beneath* his dignity ♦& 
devote such leisure as an exacting profession baa 
left him to the business o f gathering together 
poetage stamps and expounding their history ana' 
significance, has imprinted Ьм> ***=>» » r « "  the
titie-page, ánd rigned the preface aa chairman 
j f  the society of which he is the president. Ib is  t
is a work Of comparatively modest aims, for it is 
strictly confined to the postage and telegraph
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iţîjay w b şA  it supplies. In  these islands, üt is 
b t » ,  prepayment o f post does by stamps hád its 
origin, and here, too; i f  ~we mintnİB» not, the 
postage ’ stamp cultus is equally indigenous ; 
but since 1838, when the first rude black stamp 
w&a stuck upon the first folded sheet, this simple 

»  sad most effective mode o f  collecting postage has 
extended throughout the habitableglobe. I f  these 
four hundred closely p finteli pages, then, with 

' apwaads o f one hundred illustrations, are re
paired for S n g l u d  »Iw » ,  it i* obvious that the 
dma has come when to etnbrace the whole world- 
muat be for the collector a vain thought. T he 
authors have, we are glad to say, turned their 
specimens to purpose# Of instruction. They 
shotv how dosely  associated they are with the 
hirtory o f postal communication. in this country; 
they ratfaibst Suman ingenuity ever busy in de
riding mrg'ns at overcoming difficulties or pro- 
♦ * « f f  A »  W »  exigences ; and with all this 

^  they bane much to tell that is entertaining both 
^  in rsferenoe to  details o f the engravers’ and the 
^  printers' arts, and in the way of anecdote o f a 
^suggestiva nature. The history o f •* penny 
»  •* Ppdage,” as it is d i l l  the custom to  call it, is a 
V  tilinne. M d „tele y  hot the private history o f the' 
•y fedgning,selecting, engraving, and re-engraving 

rf stamps has never before been told as we fiiad 
here toki. with d ie help o f the fsciWièe 

afforded fo  the authors by  the autho- 
чц ritise o f the Port Office and the Board f  

o f Inland Revenue. I t  is amusiiig ndW" tp g o  
back to  t ip  eettiart period o f  the story, and oen- 
hnrt the exaggerated fears ö f İoas to the E x - 
:hequer from wholesale forgery with the some-: 
what free end easy system which we have sòme 
attained. As a fact, thaïe was no forgery, 
though 'attempts to  remove the obli- 
setating - marks now and again caused 
s scare in  official circles. Possibly this 
unreasonable dread umy have been at the bottom 
sf -the famed McpSBADY envelopes, the beau
tiful hut much too elaborate design o f which 
s flb r fe d to tb p  wits 'o f 1840 such abundant op- 
postfrities for satira. Specimens of,these are 
İMgt reproduced. The originale baye now, wo 
D̂ prife, became vrry soaroe ; for the lampoons 
sad caricatures daunted the authorities, and the 
Aţghly şrţisiic but wholly inappropriate vehicle 
for basterne Communications was withdrawn;

ft
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acorety fa sufficiently explained b y  thè 
that .a ll the vast stock prep Aed for



■three y u n  bave sínesed «mea the
haéok otkat* *
twopenoes fro

but the Muleeadv envelope is * 8ouř
very fa r b a m  beino- the л onlv rare thin? which

the English collectors covet. There are stamps 
which have flourished and had their day ; there 
is, or rather was, for example, the penny - 
farthing foreign post-card, “  red-brown on 
“  buff,”  which has vanished since the change in 
the rates o f the Postal Union ; there is the 

y  stamp o f  1870, in which the
8 head is enclosed on a triangular 

band. The proposed alterations 
' the postal rates not having been 

out as expected, the stock of 
latter was ordered to be destroyed, 
few  sheets, however, escaped the ' general 

m, and happy is the collector who obtains 
o f these lilac-rose specimens. Rarer still, 

re presume, is the reprint of the penny 
stamp in its original colour, which was made its 
the year 1804, The history of this curiosity is ' - 
that some of the younger,branches of the Boyal 
family having begun to  form a collection, appli
cation was mode fór assistance to the Board of 
Inland Bevenne, who, posiossing no example of 
the original one penny stamp printed in black, 
ordered some copies to  be struck off on one of 
the platee still preserved at Somerset House. It 
is the circumstance that these irere'printed on 
paper marked with the large crown instead of 
the original small crown which marks an ex
ample o f these with authencity; but the, 
authors very sensibly decline to regard a stamp 
that was never issued, or intended to be issued, 
as coming within the true definition o f postage - 
stampe. Nevertheless, cariosities will, we fear, 
often be worshipped for no better reason than 
their rarity. Even Mr. Р я ш в м ск  and h il co
adjutor seem inclined to speak with becoming 
respect o f a “ noteworthy example,”  o f a certain 
sheet or two o f stamps which had esoapad per
foration— an accident, we are reminded, o f  “  the 
“ rarest possible occurrence.”  Though the 
authors d o  not hold' t^naaelves bound to  taks 
note o f stamps which w e n  never issued« one of 
their best sections is devoted, to 11 essay* and 
“  proposals,”  tv at la designa 'and
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, fdir.no ut&eţ n u m  i i  appears 

t h «  because 'ber/ iim W iàte  predecessor w  
alvane represented as lo o k in g ‘ to the right. 
The Q trm r’ fj portrait, we need hardly remind 
the reader, haa never been omitted from énj  one 
o f  the numberless designs, from the first stamp 
Ц  its rude black and white state down to  the 
new combined postage and Inland Revenue 
stamps,' with that too faint and delicate tint 
which seems likely ere long to  be exchanged for 
a bolder and more distinctive colour.

R E V ISTA  DE CORREOS.

P  U B L I C  A C I O N E S .

THE POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS
■ ■ ■_______ OK

G R E AT BRITAIN .
В4 0  *ete título acaba de  publicar la S ocie - 

dad Filatélica de Lóndrea una resena interesan- 
tisim a de 1оя selloa de Correos y  T elégrafos que 
han Sido em itidos en el R ein o  U nido desde Ia

adopcion  por aquella adm inistracion del siste* 
m a de S ir R ow land Hill.

E ncom endada la con feccion  de esta obra  al

E residente de la sociedad, Mr. Frederick  A .'Phil- 
rlck , éste, ayudado del sòcio  Mr. W illia m

A. S. W estoby , la han llevado á feliz térm ino y  
pueden am bos lisonjearse por  el resultado de 
su trabaio

Precedo á la obra  una in troduction , que ex - 
pone en rasgos generales la  historia del Corroo 
en los tres reinos y  principalm ente las circu n s
tancias de la reform a in troducida en Ы sistema 
postai con el d e  Sir R ow land H ill. Este últim o 
periodo m uy detaìlado contiene datos prcciosi-* 
sim os sobre la  historia del planteam iéntó del 
sistem a en Inglaterra.

Entrando lu ego  de Ueno en el ob jeto  de la 
obra , describen  los autores en la parte prim era 
las distintas clases de selloa d e  correo  em itidos 

_ desde 1840. N o siguen el ó rd en  rigurosam ente 
cron o lóg icos , sino que dividen  los  selloa en dos 
categorias segu o Ţel sistem a em pleado en el 
grabado de las planchas.

Paean luego á describ ir los sobres tim brados, 
los sellos y fajas tim bradas para periód icos ć 
impresos y  las tarjeta» postales. Term ina la 
parte relativa å ios sellos de correos etm una 
enum eration  de los d iversos enaayos y pruebas 
hechaspara  la fabricacion ó moditTcacion de los 
sellos. ' ' 1 ‘ •t ■ e»w» ■ f. * '* '
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por loe aulores, á quienes sinceramente felici
tamos, ası como a la Sociedad Filatèlica de 
Lóndres. en cuyo nombre han hecho tan nota
ble trabajo.

Forma éste un elegante volumen en 8.» de 384 
paginas, ilustrado con más de 100 grabados in
tercalados con el texto.

Los pedidos pueden dirigirao á Mra. Peitíber- 
ton, Wilson, and G.* 308, Goldhank Road. She
pherd G. Bušil.—London._W.

то  ei pri m ero a loe sello« emitidps por laa com 
parnas partmuíares y el segundo ábs'emitidos 
por el Gobierno. desde que se estableció el mo
nopolio de este servicio.

Este es, en breves nalahraa «i ___.

ST. JAMES'S GAZETTE.
______;__д_________ - __________________ _______________

[ S ept. 22, iS8r.

POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS*
T he fiist impression produced by an octavo book of nearly four hundred 
pages cn the subject of British postage-stamps is one o f sadness. But it 
is only necessary to turn over a few pages in order to find matter o f 
interest ; and if only a few persons who begin the volume will read it from 
beginning to end, no one probably who takes.it up will put it down without 
skimming through it and extracting from it some information. The intro
ductory chapters, moreover, possess a certain historical value. The exclusive 
privilege of sending letters by post, and o f taking the revenues derived 
therefrom, has ajways been claimed by the Sovereigns of England 
as one o f the rights o f the Crown.' But though the Post Office 
is a royal institution, its management, when its business had assumed

♦ “ The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of Great Britain.” By Frederick A. 
rhilbrick and William A. S. Westoby. (LondoD : Sampson Low and Co. 1881.)
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national importance, was taken over by the State ; and it has thus 
become a source o f national revenue. The systematic transmission o f 
private letters was preceded no doubt everywhere by the organized 
despatch of Government messages ; and the authors of the work before 
us point out that entries for payments to nuncii for the conveyance of 
Government despatches are found as far back as the reign of King 
John. It was not, however, until the reign of Henry III. that 
these messengers began to wear the royal livery. They were obliged, 
however, to provide themselves with horses until the reign of Edward III., 
when posts were established where horses could be had on hire. In the 
^mplojment o f these messengers the first germ o f the post-office system in 
England is found ; and in Henry V III.’s reign a “  Master o f the Postes ” 

appointed, who may be regarded as the precursor o f our Postmaster- 
Gcr.eral. These posts, however, served merely for the conveyance o f  
Government despatches ; and it was only by degrees that permission 
to make use of them was extended to private persons. The* ”  • • и e .1



name o f  “ posts” was derived trom tne “pösts of posted  placed at 
intervals along the roads o f the empire, where couriers were kept in readi
ness to carry despatches and intelligence on behalf o f the State ; and it 
might have been added that the Romans in their postal arrangements were 
distanced in every sense o f the word by the Mongol conqueror Genghis 
Khan, who established a system o f relays across the whole of what is now 
called Central Asia, from China to Russia.

It might be shown that in modern warfare full advantage has with 
great promptitude been taken o f peaceful inventions ; and in ancient days 
■everything great in the way o f organization was due in the first instance to 
warriors bent on pushing forward and on maintaining their conquests. The 
headquarters o f each of the sixteen army corps employed in the German 
campaign against France were connected by telegraph with the head
quarters o f the Prussian King ; and except, as sometimes happened, when 
the wires were cut, messages were sent to Count von Moltke daily from 
each corps, if only to say that all was well or that nothing particular 
had happened. On the other hand, to pass from public and national to 
private and individual wants, postal cards for transmission to the Father
land could be purchased at a nominal charge by every member o f the German 
army. Such cards were introduced into England the very year o f the wat, 
in the month of September ; and it would be interesting to know, what 
the authors of this book could easily have told us, whether post-cards 
were first introduced in Germany or in France ; also what other points 
in our postal astern have been borrowed from abroad.

On the postoffice savings-banks this work does not touch; and the 
post-office insurance scheme is also beyond its province. Both these 
innovations, however, are adaptations from the French ; and the use of 
stamps for the prepayment of letters seems also to have been taken from 
France. The secretary of the British Embassy at Paris was indeed 
instructed, when Rowland Hill’s great measure was on the point o f being 
adopted, to prepare a report on the various stamps used in France. All 

; sorts of suggestions were made as to how the stamp should be applied. 
But the great problem to be solved ín creating an adhesive postage- 
stamp was, as the authors point out, how to provide an adequate and 
unfailing supply o f  impressions, all o f which should be as exact in every 
respect as if each copy had been printed from one original die. Otherwise 
it would be difficult, if not almost impossible, to guard against or to detect 
forgery. It was an every-day business to obtain a few thousand impres
sions from an engraved plate or die; but it was a complete novelty 
to determine the best means o f securing the daily supply o f a million. 
The means adopted, the labours gone through with the view o f attaining 
the contemplated ideal in the matter of postage-stamps need not 
be related in detail. The perfect stamp, as we all know it, or did 

* know it until it was recently changed, was found ; and postal reformers 
were content. Their satisfaction, however, was but o f short duration. 
Each stamp had to be cut with a knife or a pair o f scissors from the 
sheet to which it belonged, and the process involved loss o f time ; 
besides which the stamps were frequently mutilated in a way shocking 
to see at the time, but interesting now, when stamps o f  thirty and 
forty years since have acquired a peculiar value. Persons not affected 
by the mania o f the collector will read with astonishment not unmixed 
with pain the elaborate account given o f the present condition of 
the stamps more or less injured by the perforating machines first used for 
facilitating their separation from the sheet of stamps, and the hint thrown 
out as to their exceptional value. The machine itself was far from perfect, 
as is evident from the results, which show a series of irregular oval-shaped 
holes— misplaced, moreover, with regard to the edges of the stamps, owing 
to the machine failing to retain the sheets firmly in place during the process 
o f  perforation. Many sheets were spoiled ; but some were allowed to pass



and were* usecT in the post '  Specimens are o f "extreme rarity,' But 
when met with may be recognized by the irregularity and oval shape 
o f the holes running sideway to the margin of the stamp.

It must be admitted that the work, with its minute particulars on 
all sorts of out-of-the-way points connected with our postal and tele
graphic system is wonderfully complete. If anything be wanting, it is

4JÌJL ?А лЬ  1 СЛ-. ( /)  h o s . f* ■ ?
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Тк* Postage aito T elegraph Stamps of Great 
Britain. Compiled by F. A . Philbrick, Q.C., and 
W . A . W estoby. London : Sampson Low, Marston, 
Searle, and B ivinoton.

Under the above title a mort curions and interesting 
work hae heen published by the Philatelic Society of 
London, whose object is the study of postage stamps, 
stamped envelopes, poet cards, Ac. The work in question 
(« «  been compiled for the moet part by Mr. F. A . Phil- 
brick, Q.C., President of the Association, and Mr . W . A.
8, Westoby, one of its members, who have contrived out 
of materials which by the uninitiated might be supposed 
to be very unpromising, to produce a book containing a 
large amount of curious information. -

An “  Introduction ”  divided into four chapters gives a 
history of the Poetai System of the three Kingdoms. 
Chapter L  is entitled “ The Old Post Office System,” and, 
commencing by showing that from the very earliest times 
“ conveying letter* by port and taking the revenues de

I rived therefrom ”  hae been claimed as a Royal privilege by 
the Sovereigns of England, it traces the history of the 
institution down to the time when “  its management had 
been gradually assumed by the State, and it had been 
converted, rightly or wrongly, into a source of national 
revenue.”  As early as the time of King John records are 
to be found of regular messengers employed “  for the 
conveyance of Government despatches,” but it would »j>- 
pear that it was not until the latter half of the sixteenth 
century that letter* from private individuals were allowed 
to be conveyed by the public messengere throughout Eng
land, although “ a foreign post for the conveyance of 
letter* from London to the continent” existed at the 
beginning of that century, which seems to have been a , 
monopoly of the Flemings- In 1581, however, both the 
Wngli.b and foreign posts were placed under the charge of 
an official entitled “ ChiefPostmaster” ; and ten years 
latera Royal proclamation was issued, in which it waa_ 
plainly shown that the conveying of packeta or letters war 
acknowledged to he a privilege of Royalty. In 1635 there 
waa an attempt made “  to establish a regular system of 
ini.r,A postage ”  and "eight main postal lines throughout 
England were authorised to be instituted.” The rates then 
fixed were “ 2d. for a single letter for any distance under 
80 mile*, 4d. up to 140 miles, 6d. for any longer distance,
and 8d. to any place in Scotland.’



In 1644 “ a weekly con vey« ce of letters to all parte of 
the country" wae established, and, under the management 
of Edmund Prideaux, the Poet-office, which had previously 
been a borden on the public puree, commenced to be a 
source of revenue. In 1650 the Revenues of the Poet
office were for the firet time farmed out, the rent paid to [ 
the State to commence with being £5,000 per annum ; by ' 

• the time, however, of the acceeeion of James II., upon 
whom the Post-office Revenues had been settled when 
Duke of York, this amount had increased to £65,000. In 
1683 a «  Penny Post ’’ was started in London by a private 
individual, “  by it all lettere and parcels not exceeding 
lib. in weight or £10 in value were conveyed within the 
city and suburbs for Id. and for 2d. within a circuit of ten 
miles,”  a cheaper rate in regard to the weight of the 
packets than we have at present ; but as soon as this Dis
trict Post turned out to be profitable it was discovered to 
be an encroachment upon the privileges of the G onerai 
Poet Office, and it was annexed by the latter. Its former 
proprietor, however, was appointed “  Controller of the 
District Office,”  and thus commenced the “ London Dis
trict Post," which appears to have existed as a kind of 
independent establishment down to as recent a date as 
1855.

It is stated that “  but little is known of the early history 
of the Irish PostOffice.”  Mention is made of “ packets 
sailing between Liverpool and Dublin, and Holyhead and 
Dublin”  in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and again in 
the reign of Charles I., between Chester and Dublin and 
between Milford Haven and Waterford. We find also that 

after the Restoration the rate of letter postage between 
London and Dublin was fixed at fld.”  In the year 1710 
the whole law was completely remodelled by the Act 9 
Anne, c. 10, which continued to be the basis of all further 
“  Postal ”  legislation down to the year 1837. Under this 
Act “  a General Post and Letter Offici' was established 
within the City of London,” and “ chief offices in Edin, 
burgh, Dubim, New York, and in one of the Leeward 
Islands.”  Rates of postage also, both for inland and 
foreign letters, were settled by this Act, and these con
tinued ш force until the reign of George Ш ., when the 
inland rates were changed to the following: “ Id fora 
single letter under fifteen miles, 2d. under forty miles 3d 
under 80 miles, and so on.” A t the same time authority 
was given for the establishment of District, or Penny 
Poste in other cities or towns, similar to that existing b  
London; and this power seems to have been in course of 
time extensively used, for " in  1835 there were 1 035 •

• Penny Posts in England, 225 in Scotland, and 197 in 
Ireland.”  Until the year 1784 the mails appear to have 
been earned almost exclusively by messengers on foot or on 
horseback. In that year also trial was made of conveying 
them by stage coaches, which proved a far more certain 
and expeditious means. On account of these advantages 
the tariff was increased by one penny all round. The 
rates were again increased on various occasions subse
quently, until in 1839, immediately before the introduction 
of a uniform rate, they were as follows



“  For »  letter consisting of a single sheet under 
one ounce in weight, from any Post-office 
in England or Wales to any place not ex*
ceeding 15 miles *«• 4d.
ve 15 miles and not exceeding 20 miles ... 5d.

20 ... 30 .. . 6d.
30 ... 60 ... 7d.
50 ... 80 ... 8d.
80 ... 120 ... 6d.

120 ... 170 ... lOd.
170 ... 230 ... lid .
230 ... 300 ... Is.

and after that increasing by Id. for every 100 miles.”
In these days when a letter under 1 oz., no matter how 

many sheets it contains, can be conveyed from any one 
place to any other throughout Great Britain and Ireland 
for Id. ; and a letter of half that weight to any part of 
Europe or to the United States for 2Jd., the above rates ap
pear enormous ; and yet it is considerably leas than half a 
century since they were paid, however unwillingly, by the 
recipients of letters. Chapter П. deals with "  The New 
Post Office System,” as established at the end of 1839. 
The new method of conveyance, the railway, which was 
gradually spreading over the country, was not only one of 
the causes of the demand for cheaper rates of postage, but 
was also a means of enabling that demand to be responded 
to. The tax on newspapers had been greatly reduced, “  a 
system of education had been organized under the direc
tion of a Committee of the Privy Council ” ; “ many de
partments of the State had been remodelled and improved ; 
it would have been strange, therefore, if the Post-office, 
which by its high charges so fettered social intercourse 
and business transactions, had been suffered to escape 
from becoming the subject of inquiry.”  Mr., afterwards 
Sir, Rowland Hill was the principal agent in the reforms 
which took place, Ы, ; he was not the earliest person to 
attack the old system ; in 1830 Ur. Charles Whiting pro
posed "th e  issue of stamped bands to frank a certain 
quantity of printed matter” ; in 1833 Mr. Wallace 
became M.P. for Greenock and “  commenced a series of 
attacks on the Post-office,”  which appear to have con
tinued until the desired result was obtained by the adop
tion of Rowland Hill’s plan.

Chapters П. and III. contain a most interesting account 
of the proposed system, of the difficulty with which the 
Government was persuaded to adopt it, and of its final 
introduction and triumphant success ; and in connection 
with this last we can only allude to an amusing descrip
tion, on page 42, of the scene at St. Martin’s le Grand a 
few nights after the change had taken place. The re
mainder of the work is devoted to a description of the 
actual stamps, covers, envelopes, newspaper wrappers, 
and post cards, and of essays, proofs, &c, of them ; and 
is, of course, interesting principally to collectors of these

1 things, but non-collectors will find much in it also that 
repays perusal. ____ ■
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вот eecretariee. W e are not acquainted with their names ; nor, if 
we were, should we know the proper lettere to add to them. 
This reticence should not be found fault with lightly. It is 
refree hing to meet with a Society of this kind, or, rather, to be 
able safely to infer the existence o f such a Society— one, namely, 
which does not advertise itself by a list o f  members and patrons 
in half a dozen places in each o f its publications. W e have no 
wish to sneer at the innocent amusements o f other people. True, it 
wonld he difficult to point out the use o f  philatelic pursuits, so 
far, at least, as mere stamp-collecting is one o f them ; but a book 
like the present is certainly an addition to our general stock of 
information. It contains, though in a peculiar form, the history 
o f  our Post Office. It details the minutest particulars o f the suc
cessive alterations and modifications o f  the system which has 
wrought so marvellous a change in our social life. There are 
many of na who remember how frugal parents used to dread St. 
Valentine's Day, and how important an event the obtaining o f  a 
few franks from a peer or a member o f Parliament used to be in a 
family blessed with many correspondents. A t the same time, it is 
not easy to take much interest in reading that “  the différence in 
the length o f the legend ” o f a registration envelope “  chiefly 
depends on the words ‘ Officer ’ and ‘ o f ’ being closer or further 
apart ’  ; or that Plate i i ,  for the three-halfpence stamp, “  is not 
found, and was never used.”  W e turn away willingly to an In
troduction containing four clearly written and succinct chapters 
on the old and new Post Office systems, and the first invention 
and issue o f postage stamps.

So far hack as the reign of King John entries are to be found 
o f  payments to mmcu for the conveyance o f Government de
spatches. The royal livery was assumed by these messengers in 
the succeeding reign. Do we not ourselves remember the red 
coat of the modem postman ? In the reign o f Henry Y  ILL a 
“ Master o f the Postes” was appointed, and Sir Brian Tuke is 
described as “  Magister nunei orom cursorum sive postarum.” 
Stow notes the pretended right o f  the Flemings to appoint 
a master o f the strangers’ post. Their claim was so far 
allowed that down to 1558 they controlled the despatch o f 
foreign mails. In that year the Italians raised a dispute with 
them on the subject, and eventually, just three hundred years 
before the publication o f this history, the first Postmaster-General 
was appointed by Queen Elizabeth under the more modest title 
o f  Chief Postmaster. A  Dublin post was established a few yean 
later to sail from Holyhead or Liverpool. In 1650 the practice 
o f  farming the Post Office revenue commenced, a practice which 
continued in some branches to exist till the close o f the last 
century. A t  first the revenues were let for 5,0001., but by the 
time of the accession o f Jamca П. they had reached the annual 
value of 65,0001. In 1683 a penny post for London and a two
penny poet for the suburbs were established, at first hy private 
enterprise, hut afterwards as part o f the Government system, and 
remained in use until the time when the principle wss adopted for 
the whole country. Meanwhile similar arrangements had been 
made, under an A ct pamed in 1765, for many rural districts. In 
J835 there were more than a thousand of these local penny poeta. 
Some o f them continued to exist after the establishment o f the 
general penny rate, and were only abandoned when the new ad
ministration extended its system by multiplying free deliveries. 
The mails were carried, up to the end o f  the last century, by post
boys riding on horseback ; and that the Dumber of letters was 
pretty moderate may be inferred from an advertisement which 
appeared in 1799, which oilers a reward for the apprehension o f a 
highwayman who had waylaid the post-boy who carried the letter-
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emalleet scrap being’ treated as an extra sheet, and taxed accord
ingly. The cost of transit was shown, even between places so 
distant as London and Edinburgh, to be only the ninth part o f 
a farthing for each letter. The cost o f delivery, including the 
receipt o f the charge for unpaid letters— that is to say, at that 
time more than four-fifths o f  all letters sent— was found, like 
the reception and assessment, to '  " ’  ’

number o f sheets, a weight coul
might be sent any distance at a uniform rate, much expense and 
trouble to the Post Office, and an unjust method o f taxation, 
would be avoided. The despatch o f unpaid letters was to he re
stricted by tbe imposition o f  a more moderate charge on the 
sender than on the receiver. Such were the simple elements o f a 
scheme which hae become one o f the most successful enterprises 
of the kind in the world’s history. But in 1 837 the voice o f the 
reformer was drowned, over and over again, in the clamour o f the 
officials. The Postmaster-General of the day declared in the 
House o f Lords that this was the most extraordinary o f all the wild 
and visionary schemes ever conceived. Yet a member o f the 
Lower House, already well known for his attacks on Poet Office 
mismanagement, towards the end o f 1837 obtained a Committee 
to inquire into Hill’s scheme ; and in the following year Mr. 
Wallace himself was appointed chairman, and commenced sittings 
which were protracted to sixty-three days, when a uniform rate o f 
twopence was recommended by the casting vote of the chairman, 
and a thorough reform o f. the Post Office advocated. O f course 
this was only the beginning o f H ill’s battle. A ll through the fol
lowing Session it raged. By degrees the general public began to 
understand the principles laid down in his pamphlet. A  committee 
o f merchants was formed. The Common Council o f London threw 
its weight into the scale. A  series o f petitions, signed by more 
than a quarter o f a million of people, was pouted into the House. 
By the end of the long Session o f  that year almost every 
one was convinced, and an Act, which received the Royal assent on 
the 17th August, sanctioned the employment of the postage-stamp 
system for two years, the fixing o f rates being left to the Treasury, 
and tbe privilege o f franking being abolished. At this point the 
authors branch off into their own peculiar part of the subject. 
They are henceforth concerned with the issue, gumming, perfora
tion, and variation of postage-stamps ; with the Mulready enve
lope and those issued for the Houses of Parliament ; with the 
engraving, printing, numbering, watermarking, and embossing of 
stamps ; and, in snort, with a series o f minute descriptions o f every 
variety o f postal or telegraph stamp that has yet come into being 
in these kingdoms. Their number is amazing, and confusing by 
its apparently meaningless multiplication. That any collector can 
ever nope to obtain an example o f every kind is at once obviously 
absurd. Some dies were mads only to be immediately abandoned, 
and already tbe first issue o f  halfpenny cards— those which repre
sented an august personage in an undignified aepect^-are also 
unattainable. Mr. Philbrick and his coadjutor do not mention 
this particular edition, and in fact they go in for a scientific 
rather than a popular account o f the peculiarities of certain 
stamps. They waste some space in irrelevant disquisitions—as, 
for instance, on the invention o f  the envelope-folding machine 
— and are, on the other hand, somewhat needlessly brief in de
scribing the effects o f the new system ; but on the whole their work 
will be welcome in many places where lighter books might remain 
unread, and we doubt not that many a parent who, under other 
circumstances, might be disposed to “  buy bis boy я box o f tools,” 
will now hasten to provide him instead with the records of 
phil&telisin.

Rowland H ill argued, instead
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GOVERNMENT WASTE PAPER W O RKS. r-C‘ ,
Id answer to a question from Мг. CohtbkaBX, with 

referenco to her Majesty’s Waste Paper Works,
SIR  J. GORST said,— I answered a similar question 

)n Tuesday. Immediately afterwards I received the 
following report from the Home Office Inspector :—  
' I have inspected the Earl-street premises for the 
ast five years. I have inspected it this morning. 
№e cubic space is more than ample. There are two 
taircases in each floor (fire), the lavatory arrange- 
oents are admirable. It is an industry which forms a 
iart of every paper m ill, and the conditions here are 
denticel with those which obtain elsewhere, and if 
lossible better. I t  is absolutely impossible for rag or 
aper sorters to have seats ; all the hands questioned 
ssert that they are perfectly content with the work, 
•ne only case of influenza haa occurred among the 
ands, averaging 50, daring this aatamn and winter.— 
bigued) Ed w a r d  Gould, Her Majesty’ s Inspector of 
actories.”  The Controller of the Stationery Office

K
ponsible for the factory. Wages vary from 6s. 
'• P*r »oek  ; the honrs are 47j per week. Tea 
days holiday with full pay are given in the 
Thore is no troth in the statement that recently 
the officiate required the women workers to do 
work several of them went to Mr. Watson, the 
tentative of the Stationery Department, and 

» ‘ i. porters of the Stationery Office,

'“ whom are employed as required in connexion 
the Waste Paper rectory, have a different and 

*  scale of boon.
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I  ме from the Notée and Queries in the Record that a question b
■asked as to the etymology of the word “ philately," which even the Postmaster- 
Qeneral on the first blush thought to be a nnsnomer for “ philotely.”  Mr. 
Herpin desired to avoid mixing up two languages in the formation of a 
compound word which should replace that very disagreeable word Timbro- 
manie, or stamp stupidity, to give it a less nauseous flavour, and invented 
the word “  philately ” as compounded from øtXoi, a friend, and атеХт, free 
from charge or tax, and in its substantive form arfXfta, so that “  philately ’’ 
would be interpreted “ the love of what relates to franking.’’ Were the 
word to be “  philotely ’’ we fear it would either signify “ the love of taxes ”  
or the desire to get to the end of the matter, or as some one remarked that 
it might beýAot and ţtjX«, “  the lover of something afar off.” But all this 
is ancient history. Is it not written in the chronicles of the year 24 (a.d. 
1864)? W. A. S. W bstobt.

7th Juru, 1890.

P R E F A C E .
♦ -

Shortly after the formation o f  the Philatelic Society, London, 
its attention was directed to the Postage Stampe o f  Great Britain, 
and several o f  the earliest meetings were devoted to their 
investigation. *

The absence o f sufficient data, added to the difficulty o f 
obtaining reliable information with reference to circumstances 
which had taken place so many years previously, induced the 
Society to postpone the further consideration o f  the subject; 
and it was not till 1879 that the then Secretary was requested 
to prepare a digest o f  such information as had in the meanwhile 
bçen collected, and submit it for further examination.

On resuming the enquiry, it became evident that the prepara
tion o f a comprehensive list o f  the stamps involved much careful 
and minute attention. A  general desire was also expressed 
that the work should not he confined to a mere catalogue, 
revised or annotated with such emendations as individual 
members o f the Society might suggest at ite meetings, 
hat that an endeavour should he made to produce a more 
systematic and detailed history o f the various postage and 
telegraph stam ]» that have been issued, with an account o f some 
of the almost unknown, hut highly interesting, essays and 
designs which from time to time had been produced during the 
gradual development o f  the British Postal System.

a



VI PREFACE.

The President was unanimously requested to undertake the 
authorship of such a work, but at his request another member 
o f the Society was associated with him in the task, and 
the papers in the Society’s possession were placed at their 
disposition.

At an early stage the Authors found that the subject entailed 
so much independent investigation, and opened out such a wide 
field of enquiry, that it was necessary to reconsider the entire 
scope of the contemplated work, which at their instance, and 
with the assent of the Society, has assumed its present shape.

The volume makes no pretension to literary merit ; indeed its 
very nature involves a certain amount o f repetition, not to say 
tautology. Many matters of detail might possibly have been 
omitted without detriment, but as it was evident that the changes 
commenced in 1880 were only the precursors of others affecting 
the majority o f the stamps in use, the Authors, warned by the 
difficulties attendant on their own researches, have recorded 
them, lest what now admitted of easy and accurate explanation 
should in a few years become difficult if not impossible to 
unraveL

W hile availing themselves o f such materials as had already 
been collected, the Authors are entirely responsible for the facts 
stated in the following pages. Their sedulous endeavour has 
been to secure the greatest amount of accuracy possible in this 
the first connected account of the postage and telegTaph stamps 
o f Great Britain, to attain which every stamp, unless otherwise 
stated, has been described from the specimen itself. Care also 
has been taken to refer for information to none hut И**агу 
sources, wherever such were accessible. Some delay has in 
consequence arisen, due partly to the lapse of time, which has 
removed the greater number of those who bore part tţţ the 
original work, and compelled those who survive to consult 
hooks and other records for the details o f transactions which’
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The new stampe, a brief description o f which 
we published in  our special edition yesterday, are 
entirely different from  any which hare hitherto 
appeared. W ith exception o f  the penny label 
winch remains unchanged, they are all in two 
colours, and serem i striking effects have beer 
produced by the artistic manner in which thes< 
hare been combined. E rery denomination differ 
from  the othera both in colour and design, thi 
centre o f eaoh still being occupied by a head o f  th< 
Queen. The halfpenny label consists o f a head 
in  double circle in red, the base being iwhite 
The three halfpenny stamp is exceedingly effec- 
tire, being in riolet with the head in an oval 
flanked by laurel leaves, and supported by a shield 
in bright green. The twopenny stamp, perhaps 
the m osteffectire o f all, is in pale green, the head \ 
in  a circle supported by a red shield behind 2d. ! 
in large figures. The 2&d. stamp İ3 in brown on | 
blue-green, resembling the old fire centime stamp 
o f the French Empire. The threepenny label is 
brown on buff, and the fourpenny brown on pale 
green. The firepenny in manre has two shields 
m  blue dirided bv the Royal arms, .and the six
penny а  тегу striking label in two reds. The nine- 
penny is in brown in the form  o f a Maltese orose 
with Queen’s head in centre on  Ыое with 9d. in 
each corner, and the shilling in pale green on 
white. The Post Offioe will doubtless be compli
mented on all bands on the result o f their 
labours, and Mr. Stevenson A . Blackwood, O.B., 
the Secretary to  the Post Office, who has taken so 
prominent a part in the work o f the committee, 
can rest content haring issued the most practical 
series o f stam ps yet seen in  this country.

The regulation of the supply o f postage stamps 
to the various post-offices throughout the king
dom entails a great deal o f labour on the depart
ment o f the Controller o f Stamps. This depart
ment o f the public service is not part o f the 
post-office, bat а distinct office form ing part o f 
the Inland Bevenne branch at Somerset House.

» N , , . , , ,  .. < The stamps themselves are not, however, printed
by the Government at all, except in the case o f 
embossed stamps, inch ss are used on cheque«, 
deeds o f transfer, and each legal documents, and 
newspaper wrappers, which are printed at Somer
set House. Strange as it may appear that a 
nation should obtain its postage stampa by 
private ooatraot, this is the case, and all adhesive 
postage stampa issued by the Post-office are printed, 
gammed, ana perforated by a firm in the oity, who 
also engrave thedies. That an enormous quantity o f 
stamps is required daring the year m ast be 
patent to all, bat few would imagine the amount 

—■ - 1 to be so great as it really is. Tbe usual number 
o f penny stamps alone issued through tbe 16,434 
post offices in the United Kingdom  is rather over 
fifteen handred millions, all o f  which are in the ; 
first instance despatched from Somerset House. 
The stamps are conveyed to the Controller’s office 
in locked vans as soon as they are dry, and the 
quantity in stock is never less than six million 
pounds worth. They are kept in huge safes dis
tributed over the various rooms in thebaseinent of 
Somerset House at each distances from one another 
as to render the risk o f total destruction by fire 
impossible.



_ are «applied to  П Й  Office* 
uniform  and exceedingly simple system. Every 
postmaster is furnished with requisition form s, 
on  which each denomination o f  stamp is sepa
rately set down. These are filled up with the 
amounts required, and sent by post to Somerset 
House, whence the stamps are invariably 
despatched the same day. The quantities thus 
sent out are enormous, averaging some 2,000 
parcels daily, and representing a weight o f  some 
four to five tons. Sixteen clerks are Kept all the 
year round at this duty, whioh does not include 
postcards or postal notes, these being separately 
dealt with. O f the latter, 700 or 80*0 parcels are 
sent ont daily, and postcards materially add ; 
to  the balk  o f matter despatched.

The stamp store department at Somerset Hons# 
is well worthy o f  inspection. I t  is divided into 
several branches, the chief o f  which are the 
receiving-room and the transmitting office. In  
the form er all stamps com ing in  from  the con
tractors are reoeived and counted before being 
pu t into store. They are reoeived in  mill sheets o f  
larger size than issue sheets, and are cut and 
tied in parcels representing £100. The safes in 
which the sheets are placed contain great num
bers o f  stamps, representing as mnoh as 
£140,000 to a  sate. In  the transm itting or 
issue department the stampe ordered by  the 
different postmasters are taken out and packed, 
eaoh poet office being debited with the stamps 
forwarded. The accounts o f the various post
masters are kept at the General P ost Office, where 
the debits are forwarded. Postal orders are dealt 
with in a series o f  roome on an upper floor. The 
entire staff in  this department are ladies, who 
attend to the requisitions received, and despatch 
the notes in mnoh the same way as the stamps 
are dealt with downstairs. The neual store o f 
postal notes is half a million, though this number 
is  frequently exceeded. A ll postal orders are 
printed at the Bank o f  England, the paper used 
being similar to  that used for banknotes.

The paper is made at a  mill, which does no 
other work, at Tunbridge, and every sheet is 
carefully scanned and counted. The watermarks 
in use at present are the Grown, O rb, V .R ., 
A nchor, ana A ce, produced by  the insertion 
43Í thin brass "  bits "  o f  the design required 
jen the wire frame* o f  the m ill cylinders. The 
•printing o f  stampe is a somewhat complicated pro
loma. requiring great care and nicety. The plates 
are brightly polished sheets o f .steal, finely engraved 
with th* number o f stampa required to the sheet,
eaoh attan bring an exact reproduction o f  the 
омета. The printed sheet« are next gummed, 
the preparation need being a solution of gum 
arabic o f the finest quality and water, the work 
being done by hand, and they are than dried by 
being suspended in a current o f  hot air, driven 
by u n s  worked by steam. The next process is 
polishing the surface, effected by  passing the 
sheets through vety powerful steel cylinders, 
whioh, being warmed, impart a glare to the 
ink, and the stamps are then ready to be per
forated. This prooees, a very noisy one, is dose 

I by machines, having a number o f little hollow 
I needles projecting where perforation is required. 
They work by pulsating up and down with great

rapidity, punohing out little* 
the perforations occur. Each! 
subsequently inspected, any | 
condemned, and the perfect ska 
to  Somerset House, where theil 
until they are required for »  4 
that supplying the public « 
involves a deal o f labour. Tbjl 
are fu ll o f  interest, and the depaj 
H ouse well worthy a visit. й  
our obligation to Mr. John S 
o f  Stamps, fo r  much o f the ii 
article, aa well aa for the faciliti 
afforded our representative.
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AN A PPE N D IX  TO T H E  POSTAGE AND TELEG R A PH  

STAM PS OF G REA T B R IT A IN .

Th i  work on The Pottage and Telegraph Stampt of Great Britain. M e- 
piled b j  us et jour request, has now been before the public for nearly two 
years. The difficult* of obtaining trustworthy information, especially as re
garded the history of some of the earlier issues, tended materially to render 
the work less perfect than we desired ; but we felt compelled to offer h  to

Îou as it was, trusting that its publication would have the effect of in
uring philatéliste to devote more attention to those stamps, which may he 
considered as the parente of the whole postage stamp family. Our 

expectations were not unfounded, as is shown by the Communications and 
criticisms that have reached us from various quarters. Some errors have 
been pointed out to us, while others have been rendered patent by the light 
of information obtained subsequently to the publication of the work. 
Errors that we discovered, and changes that took place while the work was 
passing through the press, were mentioned in the Addenda ; but, to avoid 
the trouble of a double reference, we now propose to include in the present 
Appendix all that is to be found in the Addenda, together with the vaiioes 
changes which have been made up to the present time, and to correct such 
errors as we have discovered. This we shall do in a regular form, following 
the paging of the work.

Рвюкяти» to thi F i iu n u c  Soci itt, Low ион, bt тжв житном,

F. Å. PSI LB RICK and W. A. 8. WEBTV BY.
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had faded from their memory. In addition, all English and 
foreign publications containing any reference to the subject 
have been passed in review, and the Authors believe they have 
not omitted to collate and verify every statement to be gathered 
from these sources which would throw any further light on the 
matter.

The Authors have gratefully to acknowledge the aid that has 
been readily afforded to them by the General Poet Office, 
by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, and by the former 
and present contractors for the supply of stamps j and last, but 
not least, to express their recognition of the assistance rendered 
by their Colleagues of the Society, and more especially their 
great obligations to its energetic Secretary, Mr. Burnett, for 
his invaluable counsel and help.

In now dedicating these pages to the Philatelic Society of 
London, the Authors venture to express the hope that their 
attempt to record some of the more interesting features con
nected with the issues of the postal and telegraph stamps of 
Great Britain will be deemed not altogether unworthy of the 
reputation of the oldest Society devoted to the Science.

Frederick A. P hilbrick, President.
W . A. S. W e8Toby.

July, 1881.
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brown colour in which /these tablets ere printed 
extends as a  tort o f fringe to  the perforations o f 
the stamps, and thus imparts to  them a very 
characteristic appearance. The 5d. stamp is 
printed principally ih purple, and the duty ap
pears in two blue tablets wluch are printed on 
either side o f the R oyal coat o f anna, which con
stitutes the leading feature in this stamp, 
appearing, as it  does, immediately under the 
Queen’s head. The Gd. Stamp is printed in one 
colour on a pink paper. The 9d. stamp is printed 
in purple, with the duty repeated in each corner 
in blue tablets ; and, as in the 4d. stamp, the 
secondary colour extends to  the perforations. The 
1 з . stamp is printed in one colòur, a green, on 
white paper.

I t  will be noticed from  the above description 
that contrast in appearance is obtained, in three 
instances, by the employment o f  markedly distinc
tive colours on white paper, in three others by the 
employment of different coloured papers ; in 
another set o f three, by the duty being pnnted on 
the face o f the stamps in one or tw o places in  a 
second colour ; while in two o f  the stamps the 
duty is printed in a second colour at all four corners 
o f  the stamps, and the colour is extended to  the 
edge or perforations. Contrast is further assisted 
by  the Queen’s bead being, in  some cases, sup
ported upon a background of solid oolonr, while in 
others it floats in a white tieid. In all cases, except 
in that of the Id ., which remains as o f old , the 
Queen’s head appears o f a much smaller sise 
than we have been accustomed to  ; while oom er 
lotters, which have so long disfigured our stamps, 
and which it  is understood were never o f real 
value as a means o f detecting fraud, have dife 
appeared altogether. Thus, by an increase o f 
field, scope has been given to  tbe designer, o f 
which full advantage has been taken? to render 
the stamps pretty ш  appearance, while, at tho 
same time, tne first consideration o f variete, or 
individuality o f design, has been kept steadily in 
view.

The series certainly possoasoe the merit o f con
siderable originality. The stamps are unlike those 
o f any other country. They w ill, we believe, 
prove acceptable not on ly on that score, but also 
on account o f their intrinsic merit ; and Mr. 
Btevenson Blackw ood, C .B ., and the members of 
the Stamps Committee are t o  he congratulated 
upon the successful result o f their labours. Un
doubtedly, no series o f stamps exists which among 
themselves differ so much in appearance as these 
d o  ; and this, notwithstanding the fact that, as

'previously^ìnàìcatsd. they bave't o  be m orefsen- 
sitive to  manipulation than ч those o f  any 
other nation. Ib is  degree o f sensitiv su ms 
is arrived at b y  tbe  emplqyment o f  inks o f  a , 
peculiar character. T be  oo lotn bof tbeitelnlQi ore 
practically lim ited to  the tw o robin òfteé~4 q i. 
purple end the green— which oover the whole at. 
the principal portion o f  every stamp. And the 
necessity for n ea ter  sensitiveness arises from the 
fact that English stamps are employed in the col
lection o f several branches o f  revenue, differing 
thus from those o f foreign countries, which are 
exclusively confined to the postage servioe.

 ̂ — -, — --------



Great Britein Ьм tekén tb» initiative in th*. 
“ unification”—to . им ■ * technical term—ol 
■tempa ; and il other oountriea follow in her 
Wake it aeerns to as that thé; cannot do better,in 
the conatruction of their stampa, than to »tudy tbs 
method of affording distinction between dutiea 

i adopted in the aeriea which is to-day under issue 
throughout the United Kingdom.

The stamp scheme recommended by the joint 
committee was approved by Mr. Shaw-Leievre 
in May. 1885, just before tua resignation of the 
office of Postmaster-General ; and, from that time 
up to within the last few days, the authorities at 
Somereet-house and the Government contractors 
have been busily engaged in carrying out the 
work of manufacture, &c., and the many details 
connected therewith. The Queen’s head which 
appears on the stamps represents the Sovereign in 
her youth, and not in maturity. It is rumoured 
that the new coinage will be treated differently. 
We are not, however, sure that so good an effect 
would have been produced in the treatment of the 
new stamps if a low classical type of bead bad 
been adopted than that which appears in them.

The elaboration, &o., of all the designa that 
were considered by the committee and the execu
tion of the work of manufacture has throughout 
rested with Messrs. Do La Rue and Co., the 
Government contractors, to whom all praise is due 
for the very excellent manner in which a most 
difficult task has been brought to completion.

Ko further issues of the old stamps will he made 
by the Controller of 8tamps ; but all of theee 
stampe that may be in the hands of the public or 
in the stocks of postmasters will atili be available 
for use.

ТЖЯ XÏÏW  POSTAGE STAMPS.
7. ---------

The Postal authoritisa so far back as 1885 de* 
ci ded, none too soon, that the postage stamps in ' 
use up tiU yesterday wen not «ell adapted Co the 
purposes for which thsywere designed. lathis 
decision thsy had tbs approval at not «sly the 
various post-office officials throughout the country, 
but of the public also, since the stampa bore such 
a resemblance to one another, üt point of both 
Oteign and Colour, as to render it difficult to dis
tinguish ooe denomination from the teher. One 
of ша last acts of Mr, Fawcett was to appoint a 
committee to report upon the whole question of 
stamps, and their labours lasted over two years.
The postage stamps about to be abolished were 
introduced,in 1884, and though, while regarded as 
works of ate, their execution is above mediocrity, 
it would be difficult to conceive how they could 
have been more unsuitable for the purpose to 
whioh they were put. It will, therefore, he 
a pleasant surprise to the public to learn that 
the new stamps, whioh have been in existence 
for some time past, are being issued to the public 
to-day: and it will be an equally satisfactory 
piece of intelligence to our readers that, whatever 
their defecta, care hae been taken that by no pos
sibility can a stamp of one denomination be mis
taken for another, as has till now beim so fre
quently the ease.
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Ъ ш ш ш рш М  for the »myin of «пионе шаек* 
прев ib) ia other word«, whether this port had bssu 
rubbed. The «ample I bad to work/upon had already 
gone through aererai experimenta. I had remarked that 
the tint of paper exposed to the vapour of iodine 
differs from that which this «ame paper амшма 
when it haa baan wet diet and dried afterwards. In 
addition tb this, I realised that when used and calen
dered paper, firat partially wet and then dried, is 
snbjeotodto the action of iodine raponr, the pert«

naturally carted acoording to the length of time for 
which the paper wee eapoeed to tire iodine. - .
CtU&& Имооьотаатинг nr WaxxnJ f  -fO г  j
I There i« a eery striking diference, atee, when the 

water ia sprinkled erer the pipor, end the aropa Éra 
laft to dry off by thameelroe la order not to alter 
the aorfnoe ef the paper, complete dryeaea M u  
predated at a temperature of SlMeg. Thorough 
wetting of the paper will oanae the sprinkled

rrte to tom a heavy violet Une colour when erpoeed 
the vapour, white the parte which were uatoaohad 
by the water will beemas blue. If, after sprinkling 

upon a pisoe of paper end evaporating thé drepe 
thereon, thin pieoa of papar ia first thoroughly wet, 
then dried aad subjected to the action of iodine, tha 
trasee of Hm firet drepe will remain distinguishable 
whether the paper ia dry or wet. In the latter one 
the traces of the first sprinkling will hardly be die* 
tinguiabable so long as the moisture is not ear 
tireJy got rid off, but aa soon as complete dryness 
ia effected, their outi hue, although very faint, win 
show plainly о ■ the darker ground surrounding tha 
space ooversd by the first drope. Ia this reaction 
water plays virtually the pact of a sympathetic fluid, 
aad touting the characters with water on used ead 
calendared papar, the writing will show perfectly plain 
whea the paper ie dried and exposed to the sotien of 
iodine vapour. The brownish violet shade on a yel
lowish ground «Ш avoirs to a dark blue ou a light 
blue ground after wetting. Thsee character» disappear 
immediately under the action of sulphurous seid, but 
wÿl reappear after first the decolouration, provided 
the paper has net been wet, and the decolouration has 
been effected by the action of sulphurous acid gee. 
This process, thesefose, affords means for tracing 
characters which become legible, aad can be caused to 
disappear, but at still to reappaar again, or whioh can 
be need tor one tima osly, and ba cuanal Uid tor erar 
afterwards. .



-ïeoted with osi», №Dtotinstion cloee tos&gtrt will 
tb c iw  jb . th* anted put being ddtøtthan thé 
п яа п ш к  aurfsé*, because et the partial upheaval 
of tb* fibre«. If an arature i« aff acted by mease of 
braad crumb« inetesd of indinrubber, and oan it 
baken to огам in on# direction, the change ««capa« 
notice, and it ia generally impossible to detect it, 
Jbould thé paper thna handled be written upon again. 
Iodine vapour*, however,»how alltzaoas of theee mani- 
filiations very plainly, giving their location with per
fect certainty. The erased ’surfaces attuine a yeliow- 
WOWQ or brownish tint. If, after being tub- 
|ebted to the notion of the iodine, the pipll 
on which an erasure hat been mad* ia wet, it beoomae 
of a blue colour, the intensity of which ц commensu
rate with the length of time to which it been 
under the action of the iodine, and when the paper is 
again dried, the erased portions an mon or leas 
darker than the remainder of the sheet.

Ioni ns as a D«тестов
ой the other hand, when the erasure has beear so

in its mechanical action of carrying off 
partscf the paper remore« also parts of the sub- 
Stances—fecula siring—which in combination with 
ledine fire birth to the bine tint. Consequently the 
aothmof the iodine differs according to the entent of the 
et*wnn.Wb*npaperi«partiallyer*eedandwel̂ aadwhea 
lattan are copied, the same result, although not so 
éttttdng, follow« upon exposing it to the iodine rapout 
fitter letting it dry thoroughly. Iodine affords in cer
tain сама the means of detecting the nature of the 
substances used for erasing. Bread crumbs or indi», 
rubber leers yellow or brownish-yellow tints sí ter 
iedtaatioa, sad these are distinguished by etri« or 
me«* intense colouration, sresurs* by of
bread erűmbe oaueing the paper to take a riolet 
•had* of great uniformity. Theee peculiarities are due 
to tb* uphearsl of the fibres, caused by rubbing. 
fc1 this upbears! creates a-larger absorbing 
•arfaoe, and consequently a largar proportion of 
Mine can oorer the robbed parts then it would if 

had been no friction. When peper upon which 
- if ha* been traced with a glass rod, the tip of 

.which is perfectly round and smooth, is exposed to 
iodine rapour, the character* appear brown on a 
yellow ground, which wetting tarns to blue. This 
change also occurs when the paper written upon has 
hoen run through a sup* «calender. If the paperia 
adi w^, these characters can be made to appear or be 
Wotted out by the successive action of sulphurous

1 and iodine vapour.
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sídeeably weaker.

»Ш suffice to show them. .
. > r  is eipoeed to the iodise 

vapour, the c herec tere ме visible, bot, of ooores.in 
their inverted position. If the Menue bee bees eo 
greet ее to teke off а pert of the eubetenee of the 
peper, the reconstruction of the writing, «о ее to make 
it legible, may be regarded ее impossible ; ont eres is 
this case subjecting the rererse side of the paper to the 
influence ef the iodise will bring out the reverse oat* 
lisee of the blotted-out characters so plainly 
they can be rend, especially if the paper is placed be
fore a mirror. In some instaures, when pel ~ 
writing hae been strong enough, ite traoasoaa be 
produced is a letter press by wetting a sheet of 
sized end calendered paper in the usual way that 
press copies an taken, phasing it on paper sai ' ” 
with iodine to be reproduced, and putting t ,
sheets is a letter book under the press, copies being’ 
ran off ss usual is copying letters. The operation, 
however, must be тегу rapidly carried out to. 
be suooesefnl. жа e matter of fact, the cer
tain ty of them réactions depends entirely opes thè 
class of paper used. Paper lightly sized or poorly 
calendered will sot show them, while manipulations, 
of which I thiak deocripUoa would be ratter 
superfluous here, can integrere very materially with 
the resulta mentioned above. Another point consists 
in knowing bow long paper will rstağ̂ theoe reactive



řjwCři Sbction В .— СнЕШ втат.
{federal reporte were presented, including 

that of the com m ittee on the a ction  o f light 
upon dyed col ours. a*-frrd.

Daring the year a large number of wool and silk 
patterns, dyed with various natural and artificial 
oraage and yellow colouring matters, had been 
examined with respect to their power of resisting the 
fading action of light. The patterns were exposed at 
Adel, near Leeds, in the grounds of Mr. James A. 
Hirst, bach dyod pattern was divided into six pieces, 
one of which was protected from the action of 
light, while the others were exposed for different 
periods of time. On silk the relative fastness of the 
various colours was, for the most part, the same as on 
FÇÇİ, the differences being unimportant. Orange and' 
yellow patterns give a comparatively large number of 
satisfactorily permanent colours. Iu the more or less 
fugitive class were to be found all the basic colours, 
•11 the nitro-phenols, with the exception of palatine 
orange, and all the bright yellows derived írom the 
natural colourmg matters by means of aluminium and 
tin mordants, with the exception of those obtained 
ífo® . Comparatively few azo colours were met
with jn this group. By far the largest number et 
yellows, ranging from “  moderately fast "  to “  very 
fast,”  were to be found among the azo colours. 
Specially important were those in which salicylic 
acid was a constituent element, since not only did this 
impart to the odour the power of forming more őrless 
stable lakes with chromium and aluminium mordants, 
but it appeared frequently to give the colours the 
quality of fastness to light, even wbeb no mordant was 
applied. The colours obtained with aluminium were 
practioally as fast as those fixed with chromium, since 
the first-named mordant gave much brighter and purer 
1, j The tip mordant, so useful in the production 
of the most brilliant orange and yellow colours obtain
able from the natural colouring matters, seemed, 
however, to be of little or no advantage in connexion 
witü most of these azo-mordant colours, no donbt 
because they were susceptible to the reducing action 
of toe mordant usually employed for wool—.viz., 
stannous chloride. Very interesting in point of fast
ness to light were the azoxy colours, and although 
nnfortunately apt to dye wool, somewhat irregularly, 
giving speckled-looking colours, they were admirably 
adapted for, silk and cotton. Another interesting 
little group- • was that which includes tarira* in. a
colour not only noteworthy for its fastness to light, 
but also because of its brilliancy and purity. The 
fastness of alisarin orange was worthy of special 
mention, for it was probably greater even than that 
exhibited by most other colours of the al is arm group, 
and it showed the peculiar darkening action exerted 
by the light, probably in consequence of the presence 
of the nitro group. It was remarkable how few really 
fast yellows were derived from the natural colouring 
matters, sod these were chiefly the olive yellows 
obtained with chromium mordant. The only fast, and 
at the same time bright, natural yellows were those 
derived from weld, and since this aye-stuff was now of 
little general importance to the dyer its cultivation 
had become extremely limited, and was gradually 
being given up. It was fortunate, therefore, that > 
science had been able to replace it by efficient sub
stitutes, so far, at least, as permanency towards light 
was concerned. The experiments had already abund
antly proved that the popular opinion that the coal
tar dye-stuffs included only such as yielded more or 
less fugitive colours waa entirely false ; indeed, it 
was perfectly safe to' assert that coal-tar was the 
source from which the greatest number of colours fast 
to light were derived at the prosent time, and this 
seemed to be specially true of the red and yellow i 

■f odours. i
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To-day will be issued to the publie tae long- 
promised new postage and revenue stamps, the 
outcome oi the labours of a joint committee (con
sisting of three Post Offico and-two’Inland'S»-; 
venue officials) which, in agreement with the 
Board of Inland Revonue, was appointed by the 
lato Mr. Fawcett, shortly before hie death, to 
advise upon the best means of rectifying the 
defects that were found to exist in the series of 
stamps which have been under issue for tho past 
three years.

The attention of the committeo appears to have 
been confined to the eleven values of stomps that 
range from $d. to Is. No doubt the largo-sired 
existing stamps of higher values were found to 
satisfy all the requirements of the postal and 
revenue services ; but the enormous growth of 
the correspondence of this country, combined with 
the simplification of the stamp system that now 
allows the use of the some stamps for postal, tele
graph, and inland revenue purposes, clearly ren
dered it of paramount importance tnat the lower 
duties should be so markedly distinct the one from 
the other that they might not be mistaken, eves 
in artificial light,either by the public, by the post
office salesman, by the post-office obliterate», or 
by those postal officials whose duty it is to check 
cancelled stamps on telegraph forms, so as to 
arrive at the amount of duty paid under this par
ticular head of revenue.

The task then placed before the committee was 
todevise a group of elevenstamps,each oneof which 
shonld contrast well with the other, not only in 
the first condition as sold to the public over the 
counter, but also when the stamp was heavily 
obliterated by a series of thick black lines, or by 
any other of those familiar devices which are usea 
by the Post Office m the course of cancellation. 
When, therefore, in the face of these special re
quirements, the smallness of the area of the stamp 
is borne in mind (and an adherence to the existing 
size seems to have been regarded as a tine qud non) ; 
when, again, the fact is considered that upon 
each stamp there had to appear the Queen’s head, 
the words“ Postage and Revenue,”and the amount 
of the duty ; and when, moreover, it appears that 
only a very limited number of colours for the 
peculiar inu employed in printing were available 
us possessing sufficiently sensitive properties to 
protect the Revenue against illicit cleaning for re
use and from other methods of fraud, it will be 
readily seen that the problem before the com
mittee was not quite so easy of eolation as at 
first sight might be imagined. That, indeed, there 
were very considerable difficulties to be overcome 
is testified by the circumstance that, although such 
a series of stamps sa we are about to pass in re
view has been a desideratum for year«, it is only 
now, and after many futile attempts to meet the 
difficulty, that the full requirements of the two 
departments concerned are believed to be at last 
properly satisfied.



The 'frequent changea in ihe design and in the 
colour* oE the old postage stampa were all effected 
with a view of rendering the duties more unlike to 
one another. In the series current since April, 
1884, an attempt was made, while using but two 
printing colours—the only ones that from their 
peculiar properties met the requirements of the 
case,—to mark the respective duties by difference 
in the internal shape of the stamps, as, for in
stance, by the employment of a circle for the 2id. 
and 9d. duties, of a hexagon for the 3d. and Is. 
duties, and so on. Figures of value were also 
introduced, but unfortunately not in a very dis
tinct manner. The failure of this latest effort to 
meet the difficulty no doubt led to Mr. Faw
cett’s determination to appoint a joint committee 
of Post Office and Inland Revenue officials by 
whom the whole question ehould, once for all, be 
dealt with in a complete and exhaustive manner.

- In the course of its inquiries not only did the 
committee have under examination a large selec
tion. from among the practical, chemical, and 
mechanical officers of the Post Office and Inland 
Revenue departments, hut they also had the ad
vantage of learning the views of more than one 
prominent member of the Philatelic Sooiety. One 
member of the committee, too, Mr. Puroell, the 
Controller of Stamps, acting under the instruc
tions of the Board of Inland Revenue, and accom
panied by two other officers of that department, 
visited the principal Governmental stamp facto
ries of Europe, and on the spot made a careful 
; study of all the processes of manufacture, A c., 
conducted in those establishments. So that every 
effort seems to have been made by the authorities 
to arrive at a satisfactory and lasting conclusion.

In the series of eleven stamps to-day under 
issue to the public, it will be observed that each 
one has an individuality of its own which could 
not possibly be disregarded, even though tho 
stamps were heavily obliterated. The new ţd. 
stamp is very much of the same design as the old 
one, but it is more pretty in treatment, and it is 
printed on a bright salmon coloyr instead of a 
dingy bluish-gray. It has not been necessary to 
make any modification in the familiar Id. 
stamp. Indeed, this stamp seems to have heen 
made the starting-point, as it were, of the series. 
The lţd. stamp is printed in purple, with 
a second printing in green. The contrast of 
the colours is a very happy one. The purple 
printing constitutes the head and main features of 
the stamp, while the green eovers the secon
dary parts by way of a tablet, with the duty 
given in large olear figures, surmounted by two 
sprigs of conventional laurel. In this stamp 
and in all those in which the duties appear 
in figures, the “ d.” to denote pence- is subordi
nated as much as possible, thus rendering the duty 
itself pronounced and-olear. The 2d. stamp is in 
green, withes duty tablet in crimson. The 2ţd. is 
printed in one oolour —a purple, it seems—on a 
blue paper of a darkish shade. This is the stamp 
ивиаЛу employed for foreign letters, and the 
colour would appear to have been selected aa an 
approach to what is known aa the international 
blue colour. The 3d. stamp is printed in one 
colour on a bright yellow paper. The body of the 
4d. stamp is printed in a green, and the duty 
appears at all four corners in circular tablets. The
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'•t*Ms*j> rí6г.
Cfi/rO* ’/ ац.4̂ > C y <&i\aè y n  é i .

L , - Ia ï^? £  ftfiOju** eV f f í j ,  'UjUajl ó ÿ -S"- 7 7 .

f'  1
^С*ииЛ* d&&s* //ёЛЛ.CLt. If* -Vf J J . /t*-A »tî сЛ^ il"f.

•Лл C jò j 2ЛА.Ш*, Ш<ЫЛ. ^A oif f /  'itJtLLi Cifi- *p í .

t  J nCtneU J cíchu fsLcyp, . CLfiJ- J i .

ThLffiA ^ J jx Q ^ u . Л * £ у  Q l

?cru,
« f t

X  Ся-

'?<г6 i^v< ď n -  .

tf(tC A x J oux c ť v  .

«/сЛ /? c w * c t <  ^ÆOszJixct.^

C tf(, 1 / . . hficuh^nJLx^. cL~~ n  9 î  ■ J- я  ^  <t < f ^ t j  í  járj új' 

■* M*Li ISffSl

JLiroftci^Ji ch QfxML
{*№* Jt\*U- &*t*f илИ QfC- lì(ctò&\Xy ^ e.cf’ fŠ & S ,
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INTRODUCTION.

CHAPTER L

THE OLD POST OFFICE SYSTEM. „

Thk exclusive privilege of conveying lettere by poet, and of 
taking the revenues derived therefrom, has always been claimed 
by the sovereigns of England as a right belonging to them ju re  
coronœ, and this royal right and privilege has not only been 
recognised from the earliest times, but has been confirmed by a 
course of successive legislation up to the present day. But 
though the Post Office thus grew up as a royal institution, yet, 
when its business was more fully developed, and its profits 
grew larger, its management was gradually assumed by the 
State, and it has been converted, whether rightly or wrongly, 
into a source o f national revenue.

So far back aa the reign of King John entries are to be found 
of payments to nuncii for the conveyance of Government 
despatches, and entries of like payments may be traced in an 
almost unbroken series through the records of many subsequent 
reigns. In the reign of Henry IIL  these messengere commenced 
to wear the royal livery, but were obligod to provide themselves 
with horses until the reign o f Edward L, when posts*  were

* The name took ite origin from the post» or posila placed at intervala 
along the roads of the Roman Empire, where couriers were kept in readi
ness to cany despatches and intelligence on behalf of the State.

В
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established where horses could be had on hire. In the employ
ment o f these messengers may be traced the first germ of the 
Post Office system in England ; for it is probable that the office 
of “  Master of the Postes," instituted by Henry V III. early in 
the 16th century (mentioned by Camden in his A nnals), origi
nated in the supervision of them, and we find one Brian Tuke, 
afterwards Sir Brian, who was appointed to that office by Henry 
V III., described as M agister nunciorum  cursorum  sive postarum . 
In 1545, Sir Brian Tuke was succeeded by Sir William Paget 
and John Mason, Esq., as joint Masters of the Posts under a 
similar designation ; but it does not appear that these posts were 
employed for any other purpose than for the conveyance o f 
Government despatches, and it was only by degrees that permis
sion to make use of them was extended to private individuals.

A  foreign post for the conveyance of letters from London to 
the Continent existed at the beginning of the 16th century, as 
the Flemings, says Stowe, in his S urveye o f  London, by long 
custom “  pretended a right to appoint a Master of the Strangers’ 
Post, and that they were in possession of from the year 1514.” 
They retained this privilege down to the year 1558, when 
disputes arose between the Flemings and Italians regarding the 
right o f appointing a Postmaster. These disputes were referred 
to the Privy Council, and it was finally settled, in 1581, that the 
Master of the Posts should have charge of both tho English and 
foreign offices, under the title of "'Chief Postmaster." This 
office was conferred by Queen Elizabeth on Thomas Randolph, 
who in 1567 had succeeded Sir John Mason as Master of the 
Posts, and who had previously been much employed by the 
Queen in her Scottish affaire.

Thomas Randolph was succeeded in the office of Chief Post
master by Sir J. Stanhope, afterwards Lord Stanhope ; and in 
1591 a royal proclamation was issued for “ redress of disorders 
in postes which convey and brİDg to and out of the parts beyond 
seas packets of letters,” and “  particularly to prevent the in
convenience both to our service and the lawfull trade of honest 
merchants, by prohibiting that no persons whatsoever should

2 P08TAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.



ENCLOSURES I N  L E T T E R  CARRS.

TO THE HDITOB OF THE TIMES.
Bit,—I do not know whether the following informs
*  « f  be of aerviee to any one. As it mey, I aend 
• Toute feithfully, W. H. LAHGHOBKE.
45. Scarsdale-villas, W.

„ “ Generel Post Овсе, London, April 4, 1892.
®>г,—With reference to your epplieetion of the 

" ‘“ tuit, I beg leave to inform you that enclosures are 
fitted in letter carda without extra charge ao long 
.Г? »eight of the paeket does not exceed loa.

«  is, no wever, a question whether letter cards 
[trouble covera for remittances of valne, having 

to the possibility of tile edge becoming torn by 
during transmission.

“  I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
“  B. A. Blackwood, Secretary. 

V  W. H. Lenghetne."



cosi, u« i» »  ueeerter írom the French a. v, 
he has been for five year« working as *■’< 
hand in  S p a in .— Our Corre*pondent.

У M ADRID, A H 'i
■ An Anarchist, who ia a  m ason by trad*, 
arrested at V alencia  this evening on the eh 
of having caused the bomb explosion whic! 
curred in that town 'to-day.

’ APB»
Numbers of foreign Anarchists are huni 

leaving this cou n ty  in fear of arrest
Lit:

Another dynam ite outrage ia reported fro» 
provinces th is evening. Two petards we* 
ploded at Pueblo Nuero, a town in the FW 
of Cordova, but no seriou* damage was < 
Six persons have been arrested on the cbsr 
being the perpetrators o f the outrage.

The Anarchists appear to be divided into 
parties—one which m ay be described *» 1



салку d v[l *-tč̂ JL* Ùt Uj su rtb*  <*■ Сл^ -ём)U iK ' l£~ťc*fčcu*3.

J|f4k( £«ƒ<* ßy otťU-tj У-ı “* ^ a « * -

T 'ÍS  W  t u e t .  . '£ = t o K X / U ?  Í K  Г О - Ы 4 1  ° j  C fW V S i M *

к д л л ^  ItjJLvb tr- flo . 'JAaaÇL̂  ~>l IXù. Илммл* -л faU'

г̂х ̂ *w tu*. *ţ > — >—C Ut Л ̂*
. ^ r U . n  ( f .

T ud  , оии
try fuu, C Á C u^ fZrxr^ ft

^ t T ^ í r ű M  < y (
^  ,  , ,_ bff-uZ/2*-

tčt/ u ^ u frrr ■ få & L lS & ^ f ■ Ÿ  f f  f  * л г£  .

dftft- ЛЧА 1 C^- /Í£ - sâ S O sU ^ţC l-

f t -  ) û f  t /О

^  7 / L Z S Z
***" S "  j L g m j C i  си«. C K ^ u ^ J ^ A J K ^ r u í- < -Л > 6 ^

J&L u K u rí^ lã * «  /< ř  *

Ч -  - ■ V W -  . <  ƒ *  ť ^ ’
^  7  / Г1/ > . / е х й  Д с /  v ^ í.

СОл-í * /

i s t
* * л  r  t e



•»-V ,м-Ч- v-*- " ' -Л > V

. . • . 'V'

j . . »* ^

,ЪЛ

:$ > .

v  • • * 4  'V v v̂ í

Л дД . .x . ,1‘  V V.

‘

Л  • ' - 4-

л U aj' ' -VAK.

-  ч-İv .. • vb- .* ■ >, _ . t .W » ... ■—i—1*—*••-

W* -- •% ч ' ■ ’ ‘ 4 \ > '
—»4. ■



T H E  O L D  P O S T  O F F IC E  S Y S T E M . 3

take upon them publicly or privately to procure, bring to, or 
carry out any packets or letters to or from the countries beyond 
the seae, except such our ordinary posts and messengers for these 
parts, as either by our Master of the Postes or the Masters of the 
Postes general o f those countries reciprocally should be found 
nominated for that kind of service.” Command was also given 
to all mayors, sheriffs, justices, officers of customs, &c., “ to 
make diligent search of all mails, budgets, and other carriages 
of such disavowed carriers, messengers, or suspected persons, and 
all such so discovered to apprehend and stay.”

It is about this period that the first mention is found of 
packets sailing between Liverpool and Dublin, and Holyhead 
and Dublin.

Before the accession of James L, some towns in Scotland 
appointed special messengers to convey despatches to and from 
the Court ; but on hie accession the increased intercourse 
between England and Scotland led to an improvement in the 
system of horse poets. Orders were issued for the regular 
supply of horses to all “ riding in post,” authorising the owner 
to charge 2Jd. per mile for the hire o f each horse besides the 
“ guide’s groats.” Horses were also to be kept expressly for the 
conveyance of the government despatches, which were to be 
forwarded within a quarter of an hour o f their arrival, and 
travel at the rate of not less than seven miles an hour in 
summer, and five in winter.

It would seem that, although the abuses complained of in the 
preceding reign, with regard to letters coming from abroad, had 
been in some measure remedied, yet it was not so with letters 
sent abroad. In 1619 James L instituted the office of Post
master for foreign parts, who, according to Rushworth, “  should 
have the sole taking up, sending and conveying, of all packets 
and letters concerning his service or business to be despatched 
into forraigne parts, with power to grant moderate salaries and 
he conferred the office on “  Mathewe de Quester the elder, and 
Mathewe de Quester the younger." This appointment was con
sidered by Lord Stanhope, the Chief Postmaster, as an inter-
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ference with his privileges, and the dispute was only settled in 
1632, after the accession of Charles L, by the retirement o f 
Lord Stanhope, and the assignment o f their office by the de 
Questers, under royal sanction, to William Frizell and Thomas 
Witherings, with prohibition to all others to intermeddle there
with “ at their utmost periL”

It was in the year 1635 that, at the instance o f Witherings, 
an attempt was mrde to establish some regular system of inland 
postage, though on a very limited scale. ^La*that year Charles 
L  issued a proclamation ordering his postmaster for foreign 
parts, Thomas Witherings, to “ settle a post or two to run night 
and day between London and Edinburgh, to go thither and 
back again in six days,” and to take with them all such letters 
as should be directed to any post town in or near that road. 
Eight main postal lines throughout England were also authorised 
to be instituted. The rates o f postage to be charged were fixed 
at 2d. for a single letter for any distance under 80 miles, 4d. 
up to 140 miles, 6d, for any longer distance, and 8d. to any 
place in Scotland. It was also ordered that 2£d. per mile 
should be paid to the several postmasters for every single horse 
carrying the letters, evidently showing that the sole mode of 
conveyance contemplated was by persons riding on horseback. 
In a subsequent proclamation, issued two years later, a monopoly 
of letter carrying was established, which has been preserved 
ever since in all the subsequent legislation regulating the Post 
Office. *

In 1640 Witherings, who held the appointments of both 
•inland and foreign postmaster, was superseded in both these 
offices for abuse of trust,* and they were sequestered into the 
hands of Philip Burlamachy, a London merchant, who was 
appointed to act in his stead under the immediate oversight of 
the King’s principal Secretary of State.

* “ The remonstrance of the grievances of all His Majesty’s posts in 
England, together with the carryers and others, sustained by the unlawfull 
projects of Thomas Withoriugs,” addressed to the House of Commons in 
1640, may be found in the library of the British Museum.
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When the civil war broke out, the вег vice, such as it was, 
was greatly interrupted. The monopoly of letter carrying, pro
claimed by Charles, gave great offence, and in 1642 a committee 
of the House of Commons was appointed to enquire into the 
matter, of which committee Edmund P rideaux, subsequently 
Attorney-General under the Commonwealth, was chosen chair
man. After no small amount of contention, Prideaux, in 1644, 
was appointed “  Master of the Posts, Couriers, and Messengers ” 
by an ordinance of both Houses of Parliament, and proved both 
an able and energetic officer. “  He established,” says Blackstone, 
“ a weekly conveyance of letters to all parts of the country, 
thereby saving to the public the charge of maintaining post
masters to the amount of £7,000 per annum.” For many years 
previously the establishment of the post had been a burden on 
the public purse; butin 1649, five years after his appointment, 
the net revenue reached £5,000.

In 1649 an attempt was made by the corporation of London 
to set up a rival Post Office for inland letters in opposition to 
that of the government ; but Prideaux, who had then become 
Attorney-General, invoked the aid of the Council of State, 
which decided that “  the office of postmaster is and ought to 
be in the sole power and disposal o f Parliament." After this 
decision the corporation post was speedily suppressed, and the 
privilege of the sole right of conveying letters hae never again 
been questioned.

In the year 1650 the practice of farming the Post Office 
revenues commenced, a practice which as regards some of the 
bye-posts was continued till' the close of the last century. 
At first the revenues were farmed for £5,000 ; but subsequently, 
up to 1659, they were fanned to Mr. John Manley for £10,000. 
After the accession of Charles II. they were farmed for £21,500, 
and for a short period for double that amount ; but in the year 
1675 they were, by statute 15 Car. II, c. 14, settled by the 
king upon James Duke of York, afterwards James IL, and 
when, on his accession, they reverted to, and again became 
attached to, the Crown, they had reached to £65,000 per annum.
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У
Under the Protectorate, in 1656, an important statute was 

passed, which was afterwards re-enacted by 12 Car. II. c. 35. 
? 0 .  By this Act “  to settle the postage of England, Scotland, and 

4 ’*« Ireland,” the Post Office was regularly established by authority 
\ of Parliament, and it was provided that there should be one 

Post Office, and one officer styled the “ Postmaster General for 
England and Comptroller of the Post Office,” who should have 
the horsing of all through posts and persons riding post. Rates 
of postage were fixed for English, Scotch, Irish, and foreign 
letters, which continued substantially in force until the reign of 
Queen Anne, and the only non-governmental posts allowed to 
continue were those of the two Universities and the Cinque Ports.

In 1683 a Penny. Post for the coqveyaqce of letters аш1 
parcels between different parts of London and its suburbs was 
started by Robert Murray, an upholsterer, and subsequently 
assigned by him to William Docwray.^By it all letters and 
parcels not exceeding a pound weight, or the value of £10, were 
conveyed within the city and suburbs for one penny, and for 
twopence within a circuit of ten miles. It appears, from the 
accounts given of it by Stowe, that district offices were opened 
in various parts of London, and receiving-houses were freely 
established. When its success became apparent, the Duke of 
York, on whom, as has been before mentioned, the Post Office 
revenues had been settled, complained of it as an encroachment# # - ál- OcW f

°  t&tj* a. 011 bis rights. The case was brought before the Court o f King’s
‘ Bench, whiah decided that the new Post Office was an infraction 
0f  theAprivilege8 of the General Post Office and «ма. part of 
the royal establishment, to which it was thereupon annexed. 
The Duke of York, however, appointed Docwra^ to the office 
of Controller of the District Post, an office which he appears to 
have held for some years. In 1694 a pension of £500 per 
annum was granted to him out of the revenues of the Post 
Office in recognition of his services ; but he does not seem to 
have enjoyed it long, as he lost his office and emoluments in 
1698, on certain charges of mismanagement being brought 
against him.
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Under the Protectorate, in 1650, an important statute was 
passed, which was afterwards re-enacted l>y 12 Саг. II. c. 35. 

Л . Бу this Act “  to settle the postage of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland,” the Post Office was regularly established by authority

England and Comptroller of the Post Office,” who should have 
the horsing of all through posts and persons riding post. Pates 
of postage were fixed for English, Scotch, Irish, and foreign 
letters, which continued substantially in force until the reign of 
Queen Anne, and the only non-governmental posts allowed to 
continue were those of the two Universities and the Cinque Ports.

In 1GS3 a Penny. Post for the conveyance of letters and 
parcels between different parts of London and its suburbs was 
started by Iiobert Murray, an upholsterer, and subsequently 
assigned by him to William Docwray. 'fíy*it all letters and 
parcels not exceeding a pound weight, or the value of £10, were 
conveyed within the city and suburbs for one penny, and for 
twopence within a circuit of ten miles. It appears, from the 
accounts given of it by Stowe, that district offices were opened 
in various parts of London, and rccciving-liouses were freely 
established. When its success became apparent, lbe Duke of 
York, on whom, as has been before mentioned, the Post Cilice
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' . - KThe Duke of York, however, appointed Docwra^ to the office 
of Controller of the District Post, an office which be appears to 
have held for some years. In 1G94 a pension of £500 per 
annum was granted to him out of the revenues of the Post 
Office in recognition of his services ; but be docs not seem to 
have enjoyed it long, as be lost bis office and emoluments in 
1G98, on certain charges of mismanagement being brought 
against him.

of Parliament, and it was provided that there should be one 
Post Office, and one officer styled the “ Postmaster General for
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1 HISTORICAL P A R A L L E L .— ТЛ Е  P E N N Y  
(LONDON) POST A N D  Т Л Е  G.P.O., 1081
I t ü e  b o y  m e s s e n g e r s  a n d  т л е
O.P.O., 1891.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Siri—The following extract serves to show that Mr. 

Uito’s action has a precedent io that of the Royal 
hike, his predecessor in office, a couple of centuries 
i(o. I am, Sir, your obedient serrant,

J. ELIOT HODGKIN.
Childwall, Richmond, S.W., March 28. / Т ; л
"Ibii useful invention (the London penny, post) is 

ittle more than a year old, being begun'in April, 
.680. The chief undertaker that introduced it into 
indice is one Mr. William Dockwra, a merchant, a 
atire and citizen of London, formerly one of his 
Usjcrtj’s sub-searchers in the Custom-house of Lon
kin, u iu the list of those officers appears—a persou 
■Ihm approved reputation for industry and fidelity 
su vell known to all for above ten seats in that 
office, and to whom the publiek is obliged, he having 
with hia partners spent much time, and a great sum 
of money, to bring this undertaking on foot, wherein 
thej encountered with no small difficulties, not only 
İç «fronts and indignities from the vulgar sort who 
Hİdom weigh any publiek or generous designs, but at 
the beam of little, selfish by-ends, but also by more 
disftrous attaques ; for there bave been attempts 
made by some persons to persuade his Royal Highness 
'he Duke of York that it intrenched npou the General 
Fort Office and damnified it : whereupon many actions 
*rrt brought, and a chargeable suit of law follow’d, 
lut questionless, the Duke is better informed now, 
or it is most certain that this does much further the 
«fine of the Post Office, and is a universal benefit 
°ill the inhabitants of these parts ; so that whoever 
ом tbout to deprive the City of so useful a thing 
cwnes no thanks from the Duke nor any’ ody else, 
«to be noted as an enemy to publiek aud ingenious 
“'futloos.” —Present State of London. By Ilio, De* 
« f ,  gent.. 12mo., 1681. a iJ"*" - ftfà.



; P an s , and his son, who had been educă 
Etpn and Oxford, was attached for a time to 
legation. But the actual apprenticeship 
younàm an  served to regular diplomacy wa 
short ope ; and in  1837 he was returned to Pari 
ment ah member for Morpeth. Three yeare aft 
wards hb was appointed to the office of Under-S 
retary foh Foreign Affairs ; but he had then lit 
opportunity of gaining official experience, for i 
snort tim eţh e Melbourne M inistry was broken i 
Having lost h i  s seat for Morpeth, in 1841 he ca 
back to the House of Commons as représentât 
for Lichiielcft and the clever young aristoc 
made him self somewhat conspicuous for thevig 
and ability with w hich he advocated the cause 
the Anti-Corn flaw League and the principles 
free trade. Five\years later, on the death of 
father, he took leere o f the Commons. To mi 
rising politicians that involuntary exchange 
been the death of Ijopes and the crave of air 
tions. Probably Lord Granville ratner gained 
it. For not on ly were his temperament a n d  
talents for debate better suited to the more sen 
atmosphere of the Uppdr House, but the change 
m oved him from a sphere where he was overshado 
by rivals who were to. ăharţ the lead of the Lib 
party for many years to coma. It is certain at le 
chat had he not been in the Peers he would ne 
have been thought of ;as possible Prime Minii 
in  1850. M eanwhile he;bad beèp made Maste 
the Buckhounds. That ornamentti post seei 
admirably spited to one who, notwithstanding

Sirited speeches on free trade, had . been cbi 
aught o f  as a graceful courtier and polii 
man of thé world. And there was a Very gen 

outory when, in  1848, Lord John Russell tn 
formed the Master of the Buckhounds inti 
President of the Board o f Trade. Mr. Й 
spoke the m ind of the manufacturing inti
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)n the occasion o f  the Postal Jubilee there was some controversy 
3 the introducer o f the penny .post. But in reading Fielding^ 
odia/’ the preface o f which is dated 1 7 5 1 , a correspondent 
s the following passage :—“ She then delivered her husband a 
•r which she had some time ago received from Miss Matthews, 
which was the same which that lady had mentioned, and sup- 
td as Booth had never heard of it, that it had miscarried, for she 
t it by the penny post.”— Fielding's “  Amelia,” Bk. xii., Ch. 2.

fc Editor o f the St. James’s Gazette.
correspondent who quotes from Fielding’s “ Amélia’’ 

*  Z} Ла‘  "  Ле Р«“ У P03* ” existed İn London in 1751 is
L. ( ™ Voî* IV\ of * *  * *  editioD’ P- 213. But it does not affect the 
йон, Who introduced the penny post” for the United Kingdom? 
ton was not then larger than Liverpool now is; and Tom Moore’s 
iDpeimy Postbag is similar evidence that, with the enlarged area of the 
teenth century, the London rate had increased. Rowland Hill, in 1838, 
foond Jhe rate fixed by the distance; the rate from London to Uver- 
bong Ш  and to Dublin Is. 3d., and so on—rates I have myself paid; 
the ment of his "penny post? consisted in discarding distance and 
f  to the United Kingdom an uniform penny rate. Only those then in 
xssmn know (though others may conceive) the magnitude of the 
Г - 1  am, Sir, your obedient servant, _  „  л
IftólZ f  fy  O- F. S. А.

//•  S Ç o

“ THE PENNY POST.“



LIVING FROM HAND TO MOUTH.
The connection between the Strike in boutli Wales and i 
Naval Manœuvres is not at first sight obvious. Nor do we nit 
to hint that the Manœuvres have caused the Strike, i

South Wales and

a m r f b i n r r  Л 11 m e

co nine mat tnc Manœuvres nave caused me Strike. 
Pickersgill and the Peace ŞA iety might find such 
tion Cfedible J but people Wnnl see thincrti as  thev

a propt 
I  do will

to the pierced ear lappet and tight stays of the ЫаЫу 
Sdy, there is scarcely a p e r n o r
honed and prescribed *t some time or other, and • * ™ * ? m* ™
other, by fashion. And what *  d Ž S L ^ L
without warning from the «o rm o «
ance of huge perambulating beohhx» to the naraow tted-ш skij
ä  »  “ P « “ “ “ *  “ > •“ ■»« “  “
misdetty studied Hut nudum samce,
Teufeisdrockh, account* for ewaythmg; 
base я а « 1у «et themsehe of late to uweaUgate the capnees ot 
у aihion, with the aim of showing that there is a_Pĥ £“ °Ph“:4  ?
£ t o ’r£y waywardness, and they have pufataM a p-«phlh 
subject in an erudite aeries dented to ' Quezon« of th* * e e;

“ Whatever ia," says one of the writers of this pamphlet, quo 
Неке! “ is reasonable;” and however paradossai itw а М Ш  i 
particularly in matters of fashion, it is süli true if rightly underst
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The London District Post, thus commenced, received legislative 
sanction in 1710 by the Act 9 Anne c. 10, and was improved 
in 1794.* The rates were increased in 1801, when it was made 
a Twopemiy Post, and though the rates thus fixed ceased to be 
charged when the Act o f 1839 came into operation, yet it 
continued to exist for several years after under the name of 
the London District Post, as an independent establishment

* By the Act 9 Anne c. 10, the charge of one penny was authorised to 
be levied on all letters passing or repassing by the carriage called the 
Penny Post, established and settled within the cities of London and 
Westminster and borough of Southwark, and parts adjacent, to be received 
and delivered within ten English miles distant from the General Letter 
Office in London,

In 1731, by Act 4 Geo. II. c, 33, after reciting that upon the application 
of the inhabitants of several towns and places, within ten miles, to be 
allowed to pay the messengers one penny on delivery, over and above the 
one penny paid on putting such letters in the post, this additional charge 
was authorised.

By 5 Geo. III. c. 25, the weight of letters or packete passing by the 
Penny Post was limited to 4oz., except in respect of such letters or packets 
as had first come through the General Post Office.

By an Act passed in 1794 an additional rate of one penny was made 
chargeable on letters conveyed from places beyond the cities of London 
and Westminster and the borough of Southwark, in like manner as 
letters to these places had been previously charged with an additional 
penny. It was also made optional for persons sending letters to pay the 
postage on posting them, or not, as they thought proper, except when the 
letters were to go by the general or foreign mails, in which case the pre
payment was made compulsory.

In 1801, by 41 Geo. III. c. 7, an additional chaige of one penny was 
imposed on all letters delivered by the Penny Post within the town 
delivery, and the Penny Post became the Twopenny Post. In 1805, by 
Act 45 Geo. III. c. 11, the rate for letters delivered beyond the limits of 
the cities of London and Westminster and the borough of Southwark 
was raised to 3d.

In 1831 the limits of the Twopenny Poet were extended to all places 
within three miles of the General Post Office, and at the same time letters 
to be delivered by the general or foreign post were exempted from the two
penny rates if posted within the said limits. Two years afterwards the 
limits were again extended to places not exceeding twelve miles from the 
General Post Office, and so remained nntil the Act of 1839 came into 
operation.
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separate from the General Post Office,* chiefly owing to the 
difficulties dependent upon the status of the officials of all 
classes in the two establishments. These difficulties were at 
length overcome, and the Metropolis having been subdivided 
into postal districts, the Twopenny Post, which since 1840 had 
ceased to exist except in' name, was merged in the General 
Post f

According to Chambers, ţ  the first legislative enactment for a 
Scottish Post Office was passed in 1695, prior to which time the 
posts out of Edinburgh had been few and irregular. About 
1700 the posts between the capitals were so frequently robbed 
near the Border that Acts were passed, both by the Parliament 
of England and that o f Scotland, making robbery of the post 
punishable with death and confiscation of moveables. About 
the year 1750 the mails began to be conveyed from stage to 
stage by relays of fresh horses, and to the principal places by post
boys ; but the greater part were still carried by foot-runners. In 
April, 1776, the modem stage-coach was introduced into Scotland, 
performing the journey from London to Edinburgh in sixty 
houre. It was in the same year that the first Penny Post was 
established in Edinburgh by Peter Williamson, a native of 
Aberdeen ; but his success soon induced others to attempt 
similar undertakings, when the authorities of the General Post 
Office, seeing the importance of this branch of business as a

• Although the name of “ Twopenny Poet ”  ceased to exist officially, yet 
letters posted at the receiving-houses of the District Poet, the adhesive 
•tamps on which were not obliterated there, were post-marked with the 
old T.P. hand-stamp.

t  By a report of a commission of inquiry into the establishment, made 
is June, 1854, it was recommended that the Inland Office and the London 
District Office should be combined on a plan suggested by the Com
missioners, This amalgamation, having been approved by the Lords of 
the Treasury, by a minute dated 28th July, 1854, was commenced to be 
carried into effect by Lord Canning, then Postmaster General ; but was 
noťcompleted till after tbe appointment of the Duke of Argyll, who 
succeeded him in November, 1855, and under whom the division of the 
Metropolis into postal distric&wos carried into effect in 1856.

♦  C ham bers E ncyclopaedia, Post Office.
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source of revenue, gave Williamson a pension for the goodwill, 
and the Penny Post was attached to the general establish
ment.

On the 7th July, 1788, a direct mail between London and 
Glasgow was established. Previously to this the correspondence 
had passed through Edinburgh, where it was detained twelve 
hours.

But little is known of the early history of the Irish Post 
Office. As has been stated before, there is a mention of vessels 
plying between Liverpool and Dublin, and Holyhead and 
Dublin, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and in the reigu of 
Charles I. packets between Chester and Dublin, and between 
Miliőid Haven and Waterford, conveyed government dispatches. 
After the Restoration, the rate of letter postage between London 
and Dublin was fixed at 6<L

Early in the reign of Queen Anne, in the year 1705, an Act 
was passed amending the laws then governing the Post Office ; 
but in the year 1710 the whole law was completely remodelled 
by the Act 9 Anne c. 10, which continued to be the basis of all 
future legislation down to the year 1837.. By its provisions a 
General Post and Letter Office was established within the city 
of London, from whence all letters and packets whatsoever 
“  may be with speed and expedition sent into any part of the 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to .North America and 
the West Indies, or any other of Her Majesty’s dominions, or 
any country or kingdom beyond the seas, and at which office all 
returns and answers may likewise be received.” Chief offices 
were established in Edinburgh, Dublin, New York, and in one 
of the Leeward Islande, and the whole were put under the 
control o f an officer to be appointed by Her Majesty under the 
great seal by the name and style of “  Her Majesty’s Postmaster 
General” Rates of postage were settled under the Act for 
letters and packets within the British dominions, and also, for 
letters to foreign parta Authority was also given to erect cross
posts or stages, so that all parts of the country might have equal 
advantages as far as was practicable.
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It does not appear that much was done in the way of establish
ing cross-posts until the year 1720, when Ralph Allen, Deputy 
Postmaster for Bath, proposed to the Government to establish a 
cross-post between Exeter and Chester by way of Bristol, 
Gloucester, and Worcester. He further proposed a complete 
reconstruction of the cros3-post system, and by his repre
sentations of the advantages which would result from its 
adoption, he induced the Government to grant him a lease for 
life of all the cross-posts which should bo established, at a rental 
o f £6,000 a year. The enterprise proved highly remunerative, 

l and at his death, in 1769, when the whole came under the 
control of the Postmaster General, the system had been extended 
over the greater part of the country.*

The rates of postage fixed by the Act of Queen Anne con
tinued in force till the passing of the Act 5 Geo. IIL  c. 25, by 
which they were fixed at Id. for a single letter under fifteen 
miles, 2d. under forty miles, 3d. under eighty miles, and so on. 
By this Act, sect. 2, authority was given to the Postmaster 
General to establish Penny Posts in other cities or towns, or the 
suburbs thereof, within the United Kingdom, similar to that 
existing in London, where such posts might be deemed by him 
to be advisable. The Act also conferred the exclusive right of 
conveying and collecting euch letters and packete within the 
district so soon as a Penny Post was established to serve it. It 
also provided that all letters and packets brought by the 
inland or foreign poet to the General Post Office in London, for 
delivery at any place beyond the limits of these departments of 
the General Post Office, and within the limits of a Penny Post 
Office, should be conveyed and delivered by the latter, and 
should be charged one penny foT such delivery in addition to 
the rate of postage due to the General Post Office.

The powers thus granted were extensively employed. In 
1835 there were 1,035 Penny Posts in England, 225 in Scot-

* When the “ Bye Letter Office ” was abolished in 1799, and its manage
ment transferred to the General Post Office, the profits had reached to the 
yearly sum of £200,000. -  »
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1 £<Лма̂  CV Í C W  Ч r«X>-

Ju ti»e east
lor »  |H

ty ;  ţo  th « в*
_ iw, Л атш enimin, 

;  to Newington; Islington, 
ii Holloway, Higbgãte, &o., 
в Botte, Camberwell, Sx., 
to Stepney, Poplar, Bow, rieb, &c., once a-day. Nor 

■ pi eoe of paper, m in the 
any packet under a pound

ft .« 1 ' M** '

f? t-?j f̂caa, С''-GCo-ïlt e*A ƒ»» ß dk*jjb *— ^ 8 $  (f-

' Lobd Londondkhhy at Bath.—Lord London
’ deny yesterday unveiled tablets placed by the Bath Cor
poration on toe bouses of Balph Allen and John Palmer, 
the two great postal reformen of the 18th century. In the 
course of a speech he pointed out that Bath bad the honour 
of having numbered amongst its citizens two of the four 
great men who had been the founders of the English Post 
Office syetem. Lord Londonderry described the gradual 
Improvements iu our postal system effected by Thomas 
Withering, Ralph Allen, John Palmer, and Sir Rowland 
Hill. To illustrate the great growth of the business of 
the Post Office since the days of these men he pointed 
out that when Alleu began his work in 1719 the whole 
number of lettore in the United Kingdom did not exceed 
eight or nine millions in a year. Sixty years later, when 
the таЧ coach era began, the number was probably not 
more than 12 or 13 millions. The whole number of 
letters in the United Kingdom was now over 2,300,000,000 
in the year. To the letter post had been added many 
other services and somo 1,200,000,000 post-cards, circulars, 
and parcels of which no one in the 18th century ever 
dreamed were now carried in addition to letters. In the 
sorting department of the General Post Office in London, 
where in Allen’s time a staff of 12 clerks and ten sorters 
could dispose of all the country mails, we now had a staff 
of 8,000 persons regularly employed. These huge figures 
were useful as showing the beneficial results that had 
followed the principles and organizations of the two 
great postal reformers Allen and Palmer. П т  principles 
they introduced had been steadily applied, and it was to 
be hoped that the figures quoted would be regarded not 
only aa evidence of what we owed to them, but also as 
showing the steadfast intention of the Post Office to give 
a speedy and perfect system on the great lines of com
munication and a regular service to every town and 
village in the United Kingdom, and even to the remotest 
and most solitary household. 2A .m-.oi,
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land, and 197 in Ireland. Many ff these were established in 
and about largo towns, such as Liverpool, Birmingham, &c. 
The principle which for the most part guided the Postmaster 
General in authorising them, was to eelect towns and populous 
neighbourhoods not situated in the direct line of general post 
conveyances, which were desirous of obtaining greater facilities 
of communication, provided that the establishment of such 
Penny Post would not prejudicially affect the General Post, 
and that there existed a reasonable expectation that it 
would yield sufficient to pay for its maintenance. This it was 
considered would be the case, if it could be shown that the 
receipts on its first establishment would suffice to cover two- 
thirds of the expenses.

Besides these there were other auxiliary posts, called "Guarantee 
Posts,” by means of which parties in the country might obtain 
any such additional accommodation as they might desire, on con
senting to bear the additional expense. Many Penny Posts 
existed for some years after the establishment of the General 
Penny Post, and letters are frequently found among old cor
respondence post-marked with the particular Penny Post through 
which they passed. These hand-stamped impressions were in 
blue, black, or red ink, the latter being used when the rate had 
been paid on posting. When tho General Post extended its 
system by multiplying free deliveries, these smaller posts 
gradually fell before it, and entirely died out about the samo 
period as that which witnessed the absorption o f the Two
Penny Post by the General Post.

One of the greatest reforms o f the postal arrangements during 
the last century was due, not to legislation, but to individual 
talent and enterprise. Up to that period the conveyance of the 
greater part of the mails was entrusted to postboys, riding on 
horseback. The letter-bags were ordinarily stowed away in a 
m alle or valise strapped to the saddle, and the letters could 
scarcely have been very numerous, as Mr. Tegg relates that, so 
late as the 22nd February, 1779, an advertisement appeared, 
stating that the postboy carrying the mail had been robbed by



two foot-pads, with crape over their faces, of the whole mail, 
containing the bags for Liverpool, Manchester, Wigan, Chester, 
and thirty other towns, besides the Irish maiL

In the year 1783, Mr. John Palmer, the manager of the Bath 
and Bristol theatres, and a native of the former place, submitted 
to Mr. Pitt, who was then Prime Minister, a lengthy report, in 
which he propounded a scheme for remedying the existing 
glaring defects in the postal arrangements, by substituting 
coaches for the conveyance of the mails in place of the method 
then adopted. To lend to the scheme the prospect of a financial 
success, he endeavoured to show that, if his proposals were 
carried out, the revenues of the Post Office would be augmented, 
and that the public would gladly pay an additional charge for 
an efficient service. The proposals were referred to the officials 
of the Post Office, who in their zeal to smother the scheme 
seem to have outrun their discretion, and to have raised so 
many wild objections that they overstated their case. They 
concluded, however, by pronouncing the plan to be im possible, 
and it is not at all improbable that for this very reason Mr. 
Pitt, who did not know the meaning of the word, believing 
that the scheme was not only practicable, but would turn out to 
be profitable, determined that it should be tried. On the 24th 
July, 1784, the Secretary to the Post Office issued the following 
notice :—

“  His Majesty’s Postmasters General* being inclined to make 
an experiment for the more expeditious conveyance of mails of 
letters by stagecoaches, machines, &c., have been pleased to 
order that a trial shall be made upon the road between London 
and Bristol, to commence at each place on Monday, the 2nd of 
August next,”  &c. &c.

The coach did not, however, start till the 24th August,f per

* The Earl of Tankerville and the Hon. H. Carteret. From the уеат 
1690 down to 1823 there had ordinarily been two Postmasters General ; 
but in the latter year the joint postmaster generalship was abolished.

+ Mr. Lewins, from whose work much of the above account is taken, 
says the 8th August ; but as this was a Sunday, we have consequently 
adopted the date given in other histories of the period.

1 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN. -
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«TSE BOAS’ AKS THE FOST OFFICE.

>0 TBADE EXPEDITION ; to Property Protection.” 
So ran the legend on the face of the “  Mail Coach 

мшу,” a copper medal struck off abont the year 1785, 
lontrar of “ J. Palmer, Esq.,” to whom the medal in 
stion was dedicated, “ as a token of gratitude for 
efits received from the establishment of mail coaches.” 
producer of this token is unknown, for he veile his 
tity under the initials "  J. F.,”  which appear at the 
of the inscription on the reveree of the medal ; but it is 
unreasonable to assume that he was engaged in some 
imercial undertaking, the business relations of which 

facilitated and enlarged by the inauguration of-a 
and expeditious postal service. The mail coach 

«m, which in after years was brought to such perfec- 
, and which, in a modified form, was revived on the 
hum road two years ago, and has since been extended, 
'due to the aforesaid John Palmer, sometime M.P. for 

and proprietor or director of the Bath Theatre. 
English postal system, however, dates back to 

time of Edward III.; and in the reign of the 
Edward every twentieth mile on the chief roads 
a "posthouse”  established; though the date at 

:h the public first had any other means of sending 
ter than by the employment of private messengers 
ncertam. Thomas Witherings was Charles I.’s first 
office controller ; and the celebrated Benjamin 
klin, who was somewhat injudiciously dismissed by 
British Government in 1774, was appointed Poet- 
Mr-General to the American colonies in 1753. Both of 

worthies, however, and others who succeeded them, 
make no provision for the transmission of letters 
than by mounted messengers; and it was not till 
time later that a Mr Allen organised a system 

XHtboys to carry the mails, the pace at which 
travelled being regulated by contract at five miles 
hour. Mr Palmer’s account of the system in vogue 
is early daye was to entrust the mails "  to some idle 
without a character, who was mounted on a worn-out 

and who, so far from being able to defend himself, 
escape from a robber, was more likely to be in league 
him.” So often were these idle boys robbed, by 

lent or design, that at length important communica- 
were entrusted, as parcels, to the coachmen and

of stage coaches—for Charles I. had forbidden 
postal services. John Palmer, having observed 

mach in request stage coaches were for the con
s of these letter parcels, conceived the idea that 
>. protected by properly armed guards, would carry 
ils more expeditiously and in greater safety than 

lien’s postboys.
v&rds of 100 years ago, however, bands of red tape 
ascribed the action of Government departments even 
Tester extent than they do now. It was in vain that 
»•mer pointed out the advantages that would accrue 
ite substitution of a mail coach service for the slow- 
hscks ; it was in vain that he suggested how official 
jst each stage would go far to assure punctuality ; 
ten he asserted that an armed guard could not be a 
inefficient custodian of the mails than an unarmed 
ishonest post-lad, he was met with the reply that an 

coach and a blunderbuss-provided guard could 
teck robbery, and that the adoption of strong defen- 
meseuree would but suggest to the highwayman an
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.nomi kinde of barefaced frauds upon the public, 
xmfidenoe trick”  has long been reckoned lare* 
d the same may he said of the quondam trade 
-ing dropping,”  or “  fawney bouncing,” as it “* 

be called ш  Romany slang among thieves, 
dgment of the same court (Crown Casce Resert 
lieh was given on Monday last, seems at first sight 
row the cegi* of the law over a certain class of h* 
lieh is practised almost daily by certain experts in 
rndon streets. We alinde to the '* purse trick,” as 1 
lied. A  “  Cheap Jack ”  offers a purse for sale to 
dionee, and after displaying it he offers to put into 
rtain amount of silver coin, which he exhibits in 
nd. He apparently puts this silver into the purse,
• sleight o f  hand he retains the silver and slips in inst 
о or three copper coins, which rattle audibly as t 
11 into the parse. The latter is almost simultaneo’ 
ut up sharply with a snap, and is then handed to 
irchaser, who has been asked to buy it at a price 
an the value of the silver which has ostensibly been 
to it. When the drin« the лЬм+. *
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improved system of attack. So, for some time, the Poet 
Office turned a deaf ear to Mr Palmer and hie plans. Bat 
the member for Bath was not so easily to be turned from his 
project. Backed by the mercantile community, he continued 
nie representations to the Post Office, which department 
after some time gave way, and, on July 24, 1784, issued 
an order stating that “ His Majesty's Postmasters-General, 
being inclined to make an experiment for the more expe
ditious conveyance of mails of letters by stage coaches, 
machines, &c, have been pleased to order that a trial shall, 
be made upon the road between London and Bristol, to 
commence at each place on Aug. 2 next.” The experiment 
was not, however, made until the 8th, on which day tho 
first mail ccaches under Palmer’s system commenced 
running. On the same day, too, Mr Palmer was 
appointed Controller-General of the Poet Office, and, 
in his official capacity, witnessed the arrival of the 
mail which left Bristol at four in the afternoon, and 
reached London sixteen hours later—the outgoing coach 
having departed from town at four in the morning. 
The new departure “ caught on” directly; and almost' 
before the Bristol road was in working order, tho 
merchants of Liverpool and Manchester, becoming alive 
to the advantages of the new mails, were among the . 
first of the great provincial towns to petition that their 
letiers might be carried like those departing from, and 
arriving at, Bristol. The Post Office itself was appa
rently so convinced of the merits of Mr Palmer’s system 
that in the majority of cases the request was at once com
plied with ; and luter still the mails—the Patent mails, aw 
they were called—were all built to one pattern. The 
" Mail Coach halfpenny,” though the first tribute to Mr 
Palmer's exertions in the cause of poetai communication, 
was not the last, as the Chamber of Commerce of Glasgow 
presented him, a few years later, with a massive silver 
cup, which, in 1875, was given by Mr Palmer’s grand
daughter to the Mayor and Corporation of Bath, in 
memory of her ancestor. The idea that the arming of 
the mail guards would be regarded by the highway 
fraternity ш the light of a challenge was, for a time at 
least, utterly falsified, as scarcely an attempt to rob a mail 
coach was made for several years after their introduction. 
Later on, however, they appear to have been stopped with 
unpleasant frequency ; and the mails were robbed so late 
as the year 1839.

The hietory of mail coaches was bronght to the recol
lection last week when the Wonder Coach—painted red 
for the occasion, lettered for London and Edinburgh, and 
with coachman and guard in scarlet coate—drew up at 
the Guildhall in accordance with the programme arranged 
for the occasipn of the Jubilee of the Penny Post. One 
of the most curious circumstances, however, in connec
tion with mail coaching, and fust coaching, is the rapidity 
with which it developed, and the suddenness with which it 
came to an end. When coaches hod no springs, and when 
roads were bad, pace was of course impossible; and high- 
class coachmanship could not have come into existence 
till a better Btate of things prevailed. Mr Palmer's first 
mail coach was rated at eix miles per hour only ; and ноше 
time elapeed before the speed was raised to eight, and 
eventually to ten miles an hour. Then suddenly coaching 
became a mighty undertaking, and requests for mails were 
so numerous that in 1836 there were fifty four-horse 
mails in England, thirty in Ireland, and ten in Scotland, 
besides pair-horso mails. Tbe number of mails running 
out of London every night was twenty-seven—this being 
the number in tbe procession on the King’s birthday in 
1834; while ten years later Mr Stanley Harris, whoso books 
contain so much information on coaching as it was, thinks 
that there was not a single mail coach running out of 
ILondon. For something like forty-fiveyeare there was no 
|further connection, so far as London is concerned, between 
ihe road and the Post Office than the postal vans and 
carts. Two years ago, however, the plan was adopted of 
carrying the parcels for Brighton and intermediate places 
by road; and yesterday week the vehicle ueed started on 
its journey from the Guildhall at nine o’clock, where 
it was probably seen for the first time by a good many 
of the spectators. The eystem, having been found to 
answer, has been extended to Liverpool; and in connection 
with the conveyance of parcele by the Post Office it is 
curious to note that upwards of fifty years ago—that is to 
say, when mail coaching was at its best—one of tho officials 
of the Post Office suggested to the head of that depart
ment that a parcels po.-t should be established, as likely 
to bring in considerable revenue to tho Post Office. The 
difficulties, however, which then stood in the way of the 
proposed extension were insurmountable. It is one thİDg 
to have a capacious van to carry parcels only, but quite 
another to have carried the parcels on the same mail with 
letters and the few passengers the mails were constructed 
to carry. The notice “ Parcels carried and punctually 
delivered ” appear on the cards and bills of most of the 
London coaches ; but not a very great deal of patronage 
has been extended to them—not so much as might be 
expected.

?
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by them to ply their trade at it. In the case in point, 
le prosecutor actually bought two such purses, one after 
fe other; and then, finding that he had been imposed 
son, and could not got hie money hack, gave the cnesp- 
lek into the custody of the police. The prisoner was 
immittedfor trial, and was convicted of “ stealing” the 
osecutor’s money ; but the judge who tried the case 
served a point for further consideration of the Superior 
art, and on this point the latter have now decided in 
e accused’s favour, and have quashed the conviction. 
The offender gets oft upon one of those quibbles 

British law which, unfortunately, occur at times 
mar the course of justice. He was indicted for 

rceny. Now, the law is that if a prisoner is indicted 
false pretencee," and the evidence discloses facts 

ich amount to a larceny, he may be convicted for the 
ajor offence upon an indictment for the minor—-t.e., of 
rceny upon an indictment for cheating. But, curiously, 
e converse law does not prevail. So that, if the charge 
one of larceny, and the evidence discloses facts which 

uonnt to obtaining goods or money by false pretences 
e prisoner cannot, upon the indictment for larceny, be 
nvicted of false pretences ; and so he gets off scot free, 
ilees there happens to be a separate indictment for the 
inor offence, on which he can be arraigned and tried 
dependency. This anomaly is the more striking when 
3 hear in mind that in the case of other crimes a minor 
fence, such as an attempt to commit a crime, can be 
and against a prisoner upon an indictment for com- 
itting tho full offence. As matters stand, hero is a flaw 
our jurisprudence which could have been remedied by 
Act in one clause, and which has never yet been set 

raight. In the present case the Superior Court came to 
e conclusion that the facts in evidence disclosed what 
•uld amount to a case of falso pretences only, and 
jordingly the charge of larceny broke down. Tho dis- 
iction between false pretences and larceny is subtle ; so 
ich so that judges themselves have differed in opinion 
times ae to whether a given case came under tho one or 
e other denomination. The technical difference is this : 
here a prosecutor parts not only with the possession, 
it also with the property in his cash or chattel, through 
io wiles of the accused, ho can only charge the Utter 
th having obtained his property by false pretences, 
t if he (the prosecutor), while handing his cash or 

atte! to the prisoner, retains his own 11 property ” in 
e same until something in return shall be done for him 
given to him by the prisoner, then the latter, upon 

averting to his own uso the prosecutor’* cash or chattel, 
comes a thief, if he detained without giving the proper 
change. In this case the judges were of opinion that 
> prosecutor parted with the property in his purchase 
ney to the рпвопег, boing deceived by the latter's false 
iresentation as to tho contents of the purses ; and on 
:h facts tho offence amounted to false pretences only.

the prieonor been indicted for false pretencee, he 
aid havo been convicted and sentenced according to 

__ i deserts.
Ibe judgment brings joy to the Cheap Jack fraternity, 
ere is more in it in their favour than meets the 
mal critic’s mind. The ruling enables them to ply 
sir trade with practical impunity. So long as their 
postures could do reckoned to savour of larceny, they 
uld be taken into custody on the spot by the first 
ilieeman bailed by a dupe. But now, since it is esta* 
ished that they are only “  cheats,” the polico are 
iwerless, and may not accept a charge made against 
om in the streets. He who is guilty of false pretencee 

only bo taken into custody upon а magistrate’s 
rrant; or can bo proceeded against by a summons, 

ireafter backed by a warrant for his arrest if he fails to 
wer tho summons. Accordingly the Cheap Jack can 
iako tracks ” while the dnpe is making his way to a 

agietrate to ask for a warrant, or a summons. The 
^ieat can give a falso name and address (if any), and, even 

he is caught some weeks later, may be the working 
an dupe who has laid the information can no longer be 
und to prosecute and givo evidence.
The judgment is to Tie regretted, and none lament it 
ore than the bench, who felt constrained to deliver it 
obedience to the law, which they cannot make, but can 
ly construe and administer. The moral is humiliating 
ns. We need in the first place a consolidation of false 
jtences and larceny by statute, во that one indictment 
all serve for both, no matter which offence is actually 
larged. Secondly, it would he well if the police baa 
iwers to take into custody on the spot when barefaced 
icats are charged, instead of being compelled to refer 
о complainant to the nearest police conrt.
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forming the journey between London and Bath in fourteen 
hours, and to Bristol in fifteen, the other coach from Bristol to 
London reaching the latter place in sixteen hours, notwith
standing that the Post Office officials had just declared it was an 
impossibility to bring the Bath mail to London in sixteen or 
eighteen hours. On the same day Mr. Palmer was installed at 
the Post Office, under the title of Controller-General, in order to 
carry out his system, under which the punctuality, speed, and 
security of the poet were greatly increased, and its revenues 
proportionately augmented.

The system thus inaugurated was gradually extended through
out the kingdom, until it was in its turn superseded by the 
development of railways, and the consequent establishment of 
travelling postrvans ou the principal lines.

The introduction o f the mail-coach system was the occasion 
of adding a further charge of one penny on each single letter, 
which was done by Act 24 Geo. III. c. 37. Mr. Pitt, in proposing 
the increase, said that the “  changes he had to propose would by 
no means reduce the number sent. It was idle to suppose that 
the public would grumble at having to pay just one penny 
additional for valuable letters safely and expeditiously con
veyed,” an argument which appears somewhat curious when 
read by the light of those made use of in 1837.

The rates were again raised in 1797 and in 1805. In 1812 
a further augmentation took place, and the rates then fixed 
continued to exist with but trifling changes up to the 5th 
December, 1839, when the uniform rate o f 4d. was introduced. 
The following are the inland rates immediately prior to that 
period, on a letter consisting of a single sheet under one ounce 
in weight.

From any Post Office in England or Wales to any place not 
exceeding 15 miles . . . . . . .  4d.
Above 15 miles, and not exceeding 20 miles . . 5d.

»  20 ,, tr

оCO

»  30 „ УУ 50 „
JI SO „ УУ

ОOÛ

Gd.
7d.
8d.
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Above 80 miles, and not exceeding 120 miles . ,. . 9d.
„  120 „ „  170 „  . . . lOd.
»  170 „ „  230 „  . ,. . lid .
„  230 ,, ,, 300 „  . ., . 12d.

And во on in proportion, the postage increasing progressively 
Id. for every single letter for every additional distance o f 100 
miles. No letter was to be rated higher than a treble letter, 
unless it should be one ounce in weight ; and all letters of one 
ounce to be rated as four single letters, and every J ounce 
in excess as a single letter. Scotch letters were taxed with an 
additional id ., which had been imposed as an extra charge on 
letters conveyed by a mail conveyance with more than two 
wheels, thus making the postage from London to Edinburgh 
Is. l£d. for a single letter, 2s. 3d. for a double one, and so on.

The privilege formerly enjoyed by members of the legislature 
of franking and receiving letters free was firet claimed by the 
House of Commons in 1660, when a clause was inserted in a 
Post Office Bill o f that year, but was struck out by the House 
of Lords, most probably because no mention had been made in 
it that the letters of that branch of the legislature should also 
pass free. However, Charles II. granted the privilege to 
members o f both Houses by a warrant issued to the Post
master General, and similar warrants were issued in successive 
reigns, until the right of franking became the subject of 
legislative enactment. As at first authorised, the privilege was 
open to abuse ; for though the weight of each letter was not tô  
exceed two ounces, yet there was no limitation as to numbers, 
and as it was only necessary that the cover should bear the 
signature of a member, he frequently supplied his friends with 
whole packets at a time. The abuse of the system had so 
increased that in 1763 it wa3 made the subject of Parliamentary 
investigation, and in the following year, as a means of putting a 
check on the evil, it was enacted, by 4 Geo. III. c. 24, that the 
whole of the address should be in the handwriting of the 
member, and his signature appended. This did not wholly cure 
the evil, and in 1784 it was further enacted that, as an additional
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have elapsed since the lait letter 
by a member o f the Upper or the 
House o f Parliam ent passed with- 

jyment through the British P ost Office, 
irivilege had existed since 1600, when it was 
Iaimed by the House o f Commons, but wae 

irards dropped on  an assurance from  the 
that it should be conceded to  members o f 

áment, The Postmaster-General was there
in the habit, on the election of anew  P aiiia- 
i, of issuing a warrant granting the right o f 
ing to members o f the House o f Commons, 

at the beginning o f a new reign the 
privilege waa bestowed on members 

House o f Lords and o f their suo
li nti 1 the next demise erf the Crown, 

practice continued until the privilege was 
rred by statute (4th George I I I ., c. 24).
- days of franking each member o f either 

of Parliament waa entitled to  send tæ  
every day, each letter not exceeding one 
in weight, to  any place in the United 

lom, and also to  receive fifteen letters daily, 
mt any payment for postage. A s it  was

be

ocessary that the letter should be either 
by or to  the privileged person, it is 

us that before its suppression the system 
all manner o f abuses. Prior to  the pas
if the statute called 7th W illiam IV . and 1st 
ria, c. 82, all that was requisite was that the 
ier should write his name or title at the 
and lower corner of a letter. The new 

however, required that the whole ad- 
ahould be written by the hanker ; that In 
on to his own name he ehould append the 
of the post town nearest to  him on the 

bon he wrote the frank, and also the day 
month ; and, finally, that the letter should 

stt-d on the day on which it was franked, 
tie following day, in a post town within 
F miles of the spot where the franker was 
widont. “  By this cruel regulation,”  writes 
m.ebtf o r  upon it , “  the kindly custom  o f 
Iranke to friends, or leaving them with 

tor future use, was rudely interfered with, 
™ public mind reconciled to  the final 
oa of what -was regarded by many as a 
oaoured abuse.”
public at large were undoubtedly great 

by the substitution o f a uniform  
postage on all inland lettere for a 

►.e wluch m ostly benefited the upper 
one, and which was supposed to cumi- 

j] P08̂  revenue to the extent o f £170,000 
p unblushing way in which the 
oet Office waa called upon towards the 
oe seventeenth and the commencement 
eiEhteenth century to  convey not only 
"^ters, but under the protection of 

o f a totally different class, is 
the following amusing instance, for 

e we indebted to  “  The Koval M ail,”  an 
Ж  work published in 1886 by M r. 

in ir ° a„U jd e , who was then superinton- 
■ ue General Post Office, Edinburgh. 
,1®. avera that the following “  quaint ”  

not actually pass through the Post

Office, but were admitted for transport on hoard 
tho special packet-boats o f Government sailing 
for the purposes and uses of the Postmaster^ 
General. The list is as follows :

“  Fifteen couple of hounds going from  Eng
land to  the K ing o f the Romans with a free 
pass.

“  Several parcels o f cloth for the clothing 
colonels of tw o regiments.

“  Two servant-maids going as laundresses to 
my Lord Ambassador M etbueu.

“  D octor Crichton, carrying with him a cow 
and divers other necessaries.

“  Three suits o f cloaths for some nobleman’s 
lady at the Court o f Portugal.

“  A box containing three pounds o f tea, a 
present sent by my Lady Arlington to  the 
Queen Dowager of England at Lisbon.

"  Eleven couple o f hounds for Major-General 
Hom pesch.

“  A  case o f knives and forks for M r. Stepney, 
his M ajesty’s Envoy to  the King o f H ol
land.

“  One little parcel o f lace to  be used in cloth
ing Duke Schomberg’s regiment.

“ Two bales o f stockings for the use o f the 
Ambassador o f the Crown o f Portugal.

“  A  box o f medicine« for my Lord Galway in 
Portugal.

“  A  deal case with four flitches o f bacon for 
M r. Pennington, o f Botterdam .”

This miscellaneous assortment recalls a speech 
made about fifty  years since in the Senate at ' 
W ashington by Daniel W ebster, in which, 
inveighing against the postal privileges enjoyed 
b y  Senators and Members o f C ongre», he 
convulsed his hearers by descri bing the receipt by 
one o f bis colleagues nom  Massachusetts o f a 
fine sucking-pig sent to  the latter from Boston 
for his Christmas dinner. A t that time and until 
a much later date it was customary for United 
States Senators and Members of the House o f Re
presentatives to  frank their dirty linen to  their 
own homes, distant, perhaps, 1,600 or 2,000 miles 
from  W ashington, and to  receive it back clean in 
W ashington without paying a farthing for carriage 
both ways. M oreover, the extent to which the 
franke o f Members o f Congress are forged led 
to  the follow ing passage in the Report o f 
the American Postmaster-General for the year 
1800:

“  Another potent reason for the abolition o f 
the franking privilege is found in the abuses inse
parable from  its existence. These abuses, though 
constantly exposed and animadverted on for a long 
series o f years, bave as constantly increased. It baa 
often been stated by my predecessors that im
mense masses o f packages are transported under 
the Government frank .which neither the letter 
nor the spirit o f the statute creating the franking 
privilege would justify ; and a large mimbe* of 
fetters, documents, and packages are thus 
conveyed, covered by frank, written in violation 
o f law by some real or pretended agent ; while 
whole sacks of'eim ilar m atter, which have never 
been handled nor seen by Government func
tionaries, are transported under franks which 
have been forged. The extreme difficulty of de
tecting these forgeries has greatly multiplied the 
offences ; while tue prevalence has so deadened , 
the public sentiment in reference to them that.



o  Jm, C'f'-fİL. o  CXĴ A C U u x j Î I kîİ aajJIm j k s  c v u J L cL  Aa G J U ju t s

OutJ LUAJ*i«-*A-/f«- 'L  H u «  x d b tsv i <rß é j  Гелл d ţ  o Jlaĵ  U ^ xp^ jL , О /A *  au 
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ver unple the proof, a conviction cannot be 
„ed without the greatest difficulty. I  refer 
to the case recently reported by the 

 ̂ states Attorney for the D istrict of 
íibia in illustrating the vitiated state 
the opinion reflected from  the jury-box.

■ * ----- --------- 1~l* — J the case
yet the

jer was acquitted ana discharged unrebuked 
lUme, if it should please him , his flagitious
it %
reliever the use o f anything o f value is 
without the check o f a money equivalent, 

se is sure to degenerate into abuse. Such 
ound, long before 1840, to  be the case with 
ranking privilege, as to  which M r. H yde re- 
3 that " i t  was eating like a canker into 
itale of the revenue.”  W ho that has read 

of the “  memoir» ”  “*»«l
s and gentlemen who kept “  diaries ”  about 
ware since, or whose letters were published 
1 their death, can have forgotten the 
areme and plots into which they en

te procure franks from  peers and 
bets cf Parliament so as to  avoid 
i£ sums varying between one shilling and 
od eightpence for each letter that they 

In a letter, dated from Stowe, the 
ufioent country-seat o f the Duke o f Buck
un, Mias Fanny W illiams W ynn—‘1 The Lady 
nality,’* whose correspondence and journals 
its Mr. Abraham Hayward, Q .C ., edited and 
abed after her death—writes to  her niece 
the latter’s letters would long ago have been 
ered, were it not that Miss WilEams Wynn 

Ш oondemned to  silence, because there 
„  one at Stowe to  whom she could apply 
frari. “ Now,” sheadded, “  weare suffering 
‘ embarras de richesse,’ as M r. Canning, 

Nugent, M r.Richard Neville, Mr .Tom Creevy, 
half a dozen Peers, are all assembled here." 
introduction of the penny postage, which 
ed to the establishment in  these islands of 
140,000 boxes or receptacles for letters, 
of which are post-offices, and through which 

n passed in the year ending March S i last a 
1 total of 2,863,000,000 letters, post-cards, 
packets, newspapers, and parcels, is one 
о moat astonishing phenomena of the nine
ty oentury. The credit for it, according to 
nphlet just published by M r. Patrick 
m«a, Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, 
И be divided between Sir Rowland H ill,who 
litherto got all the credit, Mr. W allace,
■ for Glasgow, and M r. James Chalmers, a 
seller at Dundee. It is claimed for the
* by his son tirat the conception o f the 
•ive postage stamp first entered his head 
A4, three years before Sir Rowland H ill’s 
iwted pamphlet on cheap postage firet saw 
ught in 1837, and credit for the invention is 
’id  to Mr. James Chalmers by the writer of 
r in Mr. Leslie Stephen’s “  National Bio

, , •” Mr. Chalmers died in 1863, and the 
we papers in the lengthy obituary notioe
* they inserted stated that “  in  the opinion 
1М'У, including Mr. Joseph Hume, MJP. for 
"be, a large part of the credit due to  the in- 
br of the penny postage should have been 
'ried to our modest fellow-townsman.”  ■
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check, all franks should be dated, and the name of the post 
town from whicli the letter was intended to be sent, and the 
day and month, should be written in full, and that the letters 
should be posted on the day they bore date.

In 1795 it was provided that letters franked by members of 
the legislature should not exceed one ounce in weight, and that 
no member should receive more than fifteen each day, nor frank 
more than ten. The privilege remained in force until the 
passing of the Act 2 and 3 Viet. c. 52, when it was abolished, 
and strict limits were placed on official franking. ( 3

So long as newspapers were taxed they were conveyed with
out charge by the Post Office. A duty of Id. was first imposed 
in June, 17l2.r  In that year Queen Anne sent a message to the 
House of Commons complaining of the “  publication of seditious 
papers and factious rumours, by which means designing men 
had been able to sink credit, and the innocent had suffered." 
A committee of the House was appointed to consider how this 
evil could bo remedied, and a tax was suggested as the best 
means of curbing these abuses of the liberty of the press. In 
1724 the duty was changed to one penny on every sheet 
of certain dimensions, and a halfpenny on every half sheet. 
On the 28th May, 1776, the duty was raised to l jd ., and on 
the 12th August, 1789, to 2d. In 1794 it was increased to 2|d., 
and in May, 1797, to 3Jd. The highest rate reached was in 
1815, when the duty was fixed at 4d. In 1836, by Act 6 and 
7 Will. IV. c. 76, the duty was reduced to one penny for each 
sheet of a certain size, and a halfpenny for a supplement, as will 
be noticed hereafter, until it was finally abolished in 1855, 
though retained optionally for postal purposes until the year
1870.

t y e r  cu

V?fc-

t



CHAPTER IL

THE N E W  POST OFFICE SYSTEM.

In order to trace the origin of the change effected in the Post 
Office system in 1839, it will be necessary to cast a retrospective 
glance at the general state of society in England at that period. 
A few years previously the Reform Bill had been earned by the 
force of public opinion. An agitation commenced against the 
"Taxes on Knowledge” had, in 1836, resulted in a large 
reduction in the tax on newspapers, and it was clear that the 
remainder of that tax was doomed, and that the abolition of 
the exciee duty on paper was only a question of time. The 
Penny Magazine and other cheap periodical literature had been 
started, and had met with well-merited success. A system of 
education, commenced in 1834, had received further develop
ment, and had been organized under the direction of a Com
mittee of the Privy Council ; it was said on all sides that the 
“  schoolmaster was abroad.” Everything was to be done for the 
million, who made their voices heard above those of the upper 
ten thousand. Further than this, the manufacturing and com
mercial industries of this country were expanding ; some of the 
principal lines of railway had been opened, and increased 
facilities of locomotion had promoted greater intercourse among 
the people. As the railways advanced and extended their iron 
roads over the country, the coaches which conveyed the mails 
were gradually dwindling away before them. A travelling 
Post Office had been put on the Grand Junction Railway 
between Birmingham and Liverpool on the 1st July, 1837, and 
it seemed that, in face of what the railways would be able to 
carry, the weight of the mails was no longer a matter to be
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taken into account. Many departments of the State had 
keen remodelled and improved ; it would have been strange, 
therefore, if the Post Office, which by its high charges so 
fettered social intercourse and business transactions, had been 
suffered to escape from becoming the subject of enquiry. 
Yet up to the year 1833 “ the Post Office was regarded by 
the public as a vast and mysterious but nearly perfect 
machine. "*

In that year Mr. Wallace entered Parliament as member for 
Greenock, and almost immediately commenced a series of 
attacks on the Post Office. Among his first recommendations 
was the substitution of a charge by weight in lieu of the 
absurd and troublesome mode of charging by sheet, which not 
only rendered every enclosure subject to an additional rate, 
but involved the examination of each letter by the officials 
aided by a strong light. In the succeeding sessions of Parlia
ment Mr. Wallace advocated other reforms, and was constantly 
on the watch to detect abuses and to direct public attention to 
the anomalies and evils of the existing system. Further, he 
urged the appointment of a Committee of Inquiry into the 
management of the Post Office, which was subsequently granted 
by the Government.

But Mr. Wallace was not the only Post Office reformer of the 
day. As early as 1830 Mr. Charles Whiting, the well-known 
printer, of Beaufort House, Strand, submitted a proposal to the 
Government for the issue of stamped bands to frank a certain 
quantity of printed matter. Later on Mr. Charles Knight, 
the publisher of the Penny M agazine, and the works produced 
under the direction of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, suggested the use of stamped covers, but nothing 
was in reality effected ; while the Government, which was 
quietly receiving a million and a half of net revenue from the 
Post Office, was indisposed to try any experiments which might 
by any possibility jeopardize the receipts, or to initiate any

• L ife  o f S ir H owland H ill ,  v o l. L p , 529.

О



18 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH 8TAMP8 OP GREAT BRITAIN.

reform for which it did not appear that an absolute necessity 
existed.*

At length, in the year 1836, Rowland Hill, the son of the 
master o f a school near Birmingham, and himself a schoolmaster 
and teacher of mathematics through all his early years, turned 
his attention to the defects of the existing postal system, and 
Boon arrived at a conviction that it not only ought to be, but 
that it was capable of being, reformed. Firm in this conviction, 
and gifted with great perseverance, united to considerable 
powers o f organization, he collected with infinite pains such an 
amount o f information as satisfied his own mind that cheaper 
postage might be conceded to the public without risk of ultimate 
loss to the revenuei In January, 1837, he embodied his views 
and the results of his investigations in the form of a pamphlet, 
P ost Office R eform  : its Im portance and P racticability. This 
pamphlet was distributed amongst personal friends, members of 
the Government and officials, and such members of Parliament 
and others as were likely to take an interest in the question. 
Rowland Hill, however, soon found out the truth of the 
aphorism, “ that all great reforms take their rise in pressure 
from without, not from within." Accordingly, in February, 
1837, another edition of the pamphlet was published and issued 
to the public under the title of P ost Office R eform  (Second 
Edition). The following brief sketch of the leading arguments 
he employed therein is taken from Chambers’e B ook o f  D a ys  :+

He saw that the cost to the Post Office of a letter was 
divisible into three branches; first, that of receiving it and 
preparing it for the journey, which under the régim e then 
existing was troublesome enough, as the postage varied not

* Ab instance of this may be cited, that when Colonel Maberly, the 
Secretary to the Poet Office, proposed to the Lords of the Treasury to 
charge the postage according to the exact distance between the places 
where the letter was posted and delivered, and not according to the 
circuitous routes that the Post Office, for its own convenience, chose to 
send it, the concession was refused on the ground that it would probably 
entail a loss of £80,000 a year.

t  Chambers's Book of Days. Edition 1866. Vol. i. p. 89.
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only in proportion to the distance it had to travel, but also 
according аз it was composed of one or more sheets of paper, 
even the minutest enclosures being treated as extra sheets, 
and subjecting it to double or triple postage. The duty of 
examining each letter, taxing it, and writing its proper postage 
upon it, was also a complicated transaction, occupying much 
time and labour ; and he showed that each item of the charges 
in this hrst branch was exorbitant. The second branch was 
the cost of transit from Post Office to Post Office, and this 
expense, even for so great a distance as from London to Edin
burgh, proved on careful examination to be no more than the 
ninth part of a farthing. The third branch was the cost of 
delivering the letter and receiving the postage, more than four- 
fifths of the letters then circulating being sent by the writers 
unpaid. He accordingly addressed himself to the simplification 
of the various processes. If, instead of charging according to 
the number of sheets or scrape of paper, a weight could be fixed, 
below which a letter, whatever were its contents, should only 
bear a single rate, much trouble would be epared to the Office, 
while an unjust mode of taxation would be abolished. But if 
the alteration rested there, a great source of labour to the Office 
would yet have remained, because the postage on each letter 
would still have to be augmented in proportion to the distance 
it had to travel. When, however, he had ascertained that the 
difference between the cost of transit in the case of a letter 
delivered at a distance of a mile from the office at which it was 
posted, and one posted in London and delivered in Edinburgh, 
was the insignificant fraction of a farthing, it became obvious 
that it was “  a nearer approximation to perfect justice to pass 
over this petty inequality than to tax it even to the extent of 
the smallest coin of the realm and a uniform rate followed 
as a necessary consequence. With regard to the third head, all 
that could be done for lessening the coet attendant on the 
delivery of the letter and the receipt of the postage, was to 
devise some plan of prepayment which should he acceptable to 
the public, so long accustomed to throw the cost of corre-

c 2



spondence on the receiver of the letter, and not on the sender. 
It was also necessary that any such plan should avoid charging 
the duty of collecting the postage on the Receiving Office, and 
at the same time should relieve the letter-carriers attached to the 
Distributing Office.

It is by no means surprising that the scheme of reform thus 
portrayed by Rowland Hill, supported as it was by irrefutable 
facts and arguments, should commend itself to the minds of the 
public, whose sympathy was actively enlisted in its support. 
The Government nevertheless, backed up by the authorities at 
the Post Office, regarded it as all but impracticable; and the 
Earl of Lichfield, then Postmaster-General, went so far as to 
say, in the House of Lords, that “  of all the wild and visionary 
schemes he had ever heard or read of, thie was the most 
extraordinary.”

At the time that Rowland Hill’s pamphlet was published, 
the Committee of Post Office Inquiry, composed of Lord 
Duncannon (afterwards the Earl of Bessborough), Мг. H. 
Labouchere (afterwards Lord Taunton), and the present Duke 
of Somerset (then Lord Seymour), was holding its sittings for 
the purpose of examining into the condition of the “ Twopenny 
Post.” Before this Committee Mr. Hill gave evidence, and 
from the ninth report of the Commissioners, dated 7th July, 
1837, it' is evident that his views made considerable impression 
upon them. Not only did the Commissioners recommend the 
adoption of a uniform letter rate of one penny for letters 
under one ounce in weight throughout the metropolitan district 
of twelve miles round the General Post Office, which they con
sidered might with advantage be increased to fifteen, but they 
made it the condition of the enjoyment of this reduction in the 
rate, that letters not exceeding one ounce in weight should be 
enclosed in stamped covers or envelopes of one penny ; and 
exoeeding that weight, and up to six ounces, in similar covers 
or envelopes of twopence. They further recommended that 
these covers should be prepared by the Government, and sold to 
the public “  without any additional charge beyond the respective

2 0  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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duties of Id. and 2d. ; whilst labels might also be prepared of 
such a form that they could be attached to other envelopes or 
covers of any size or description.” *

The Commissioners made their report, as before mentioned, 
on 7th July, 1837, and on the 23rd November following Mr. 
Wallace moved for a Committee of the House of Commons—

“ To inquire into the present rates and modes of charging 
postage, with a view to such a reduction thereof as may be 
made without injury to the revenue ; and for this purpose to 
examine especially into the mode recommended for charging 
and collecting postage, in a pamphlet published by Mr. Howland 
Hill." * ‘ '

The Committee was nominated four days after, but did not 
commence its sittings until Parliament reassembled in February, 
1838, when Mr. Wallace was chosen chairman, and thence
forward “  concentrated his indefatigable efforts upon the work."t 

For the purpose o f collecting evidence to be laid before the 
Parliamentary Committee in favour of the plan, “  the Mercan
tile Committee on Postage ” was organized. This body, composed 
of some o f the leading merchants in London, under the 
presidency of Mr. Joshua Bates, of the house of Baring 
Brothers, raised a large sum of money for defraying the 
expenses of pressing the question on the attention of

* Ninth Report of Commissioner*, 4 c., 1837, voL xxxir. part L page 
433.

Л great deal of controversial discussion has arisen as to how far Sir 
Rowland Hill was the author of the idea, or the inventor, of adhesive 
postage stampe or labels, on which, however, it is no part of our business 
to enter. The invention of stamped covers could certainly not be claimed 
hy him or Ur. Knight, as they had been used Ja in ly Vwinty yuais pee ■« 
weiialjuaaUUely. a Possibly also the idea of employing adhesive postage 
stamps was not that of Sir Rowland Hill exclusively ; but whether this 
he so or not, it would not detract one atom from his merits as the great 
postal reformer, who gave substantiality to ideas that were even to his 
own mind when proposed to the Commissioners very crude, and who 
initiated a system with which his name will be connected as long as the 
world lasts.

t  See Life of Sir Rowland Hill, vol. i. page 295. 
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Parliament by petitions, public meetings, and the wide dis
semination of information of all kinds bearing upon the 
proposed plan. The Parliamentary Committee sat sixty-three 
days, concluding its sittings in August. The Committee heard 
evidence, not only from the Postmaster-General, and all the 
principal officers of the Post Office and Stamp Departments, but 
also from Mr. Rowland Hill,* and eighty-three independent 
witnesses of various pursuits and grades, the greater part of 
whom were produced by Mr, W . H. Ashurst, who acted as 
solicitor and parliamentary agent to the Mercantile Committee, 
and published a summary of the evidence given in support of 
the plan, which went through two editions in 1838 ; t  and it 
need scarcely be said that the great bulk of testimony was in 
favour of a complete and sweeping change. X

On the question of a uniform rate the Committee was 
equally divided in opinion, and it was only carried by the 
casting vote of the Chairman. A  uniform rate of twopence 
per half-ounce was affirmed by an equally close division, a penny 
rate having been rejected by six to three. The report of the 
Committee, drafted by Mr. Warburton, was presented to the

* In Household Wordt, August 1st, 1857, Mr. Charles Dickens humor
ously relates how, “ before the Committee, the ‘ Circumlocution Office' and 
Mr. Bowl and Hill were perpetually in conflict on questions of fact, and it 
invariably turned out that Mr. Rowland Hill was right in his facts, and 
that the ‘ Circumlocution Office ’ was always wrong.’ ’

f  Fads and Reasons in Support of Mr. R. Hill's Plan for a Universal 
Penny Postage. By W. H. Ashurst London, 1838.

X As a practical illustration of the anomalous effects of the system of 
charging the postal rates under the then existing conditions of the law, Mr. 
Henry Cole (afterward Sir H. Cole, к .с . в. ), who acted as Honorary Secretary 
to the- Mercantile Committee, and Editor of the Post Circular, passed 
through the Post a Lilliputian letter enclosed in a "war waigbing 
altogether seven grains ; but which, being composed of two separate 
pieces of paper, was charged as a double letter. At the same time he sent 
through the Poet ahnge letter, consisting of a single sheet measuring 35 by 
23 inches ; hut which, being just under one ounce in weight, was only 
charged with a single rate. The originals of these were produced before 
the Parliamentary Committee ; but facsimiles showing the gross absurdity 
of the practice were distributed by the Mercantile Committee.

r  Л  A . V i j  ^ м а » ,  л -  . _ x
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House in March, 1839, and in substance stated, that as regards 
the scheme proposed by Mr. Rowland Hill, the strange and 
startling facts brought forward by him had been borne out by 
the evidence, and they gave their opinion that the rates of 
postage were so high os materially to interfere with trade and 
commerce ; that illicit means were employed to evade the 
payment o f these heavy charges ; and that all classes, for the 
same reason, sought to correspond free of postage when possible ; 
and that altogether the existing state of things acted most 
prejudicially to commerce, and to the social habits and moral 
condition of the people.

The Committee, amongst other conclusions they arrived at, were 
of opinion that the principle of a low, uniform rate was just in 
itself, and when combined with prepayment and collection by 
stamps would be exceedingly convenient, and highly satisfactory 
to the public.

As regarded the rate of charge, the Committee farther 
reported that in their opinion the establishment of a penny rate 
would not, after a temporary depression, result in any ultimate 
lose to the revenue. As, however, the terms of their appoint
ment precluded them from recommending any plan which 
involved an immediate loss, they restricted themselves to sug
gesting a uniform twopenny rate.

As soon as the Session of 1839 commenced, the Mercantile 
Committee was again at work, and public meetings were held in 
various large towns in support o f the scheme. Up to July^of 
that year no less than 2,007 petitions, bearing 262,809 signatures, 
were presented to Parliament, many of which were from public 
bodies, the Common Council of the City o f Rendon being 
amongst the number.

Mr. Hill also contributed his share to the work by issuing, 
on the 13th June, 1839, a paper “  On the Collection of Postage 
by means of Stamps,” in which he indicated the kinds of stamps 
he considered it would be best to employ ; and this he followed 
up by another paper on the 1st July, entitled, “  Facts and Esti
mates as to the Increase o f Letters,” in which he predicted that

20tt^
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the result would in the first year show at least an addition of 
fivefold to the number of letters then passing through the Post.*

Although the echeme was neither patronized hy the Govern
ment nor by the Opposition, and was discountenanced by the 
whole body of the Post Office authorities, yet in presence of the 
manifest will of the public the Government could no longer 
resist the pressure from without Accordingly, on the 5th July, 
1839, Mr. Spring Шее, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, moved 
that the House resolve itself into Committee on the Post Office 
Acts. He then explained, that though the Select Committee had 
suggested a twopenny rate, he intended to propose one of a 
penny, because he had been convinced by the arguments and 
evidence laid before that Committee, that the latter expedient 
would involve less loss to the revenue than the former, and he 
concluded by moving a resolution on which to ground a Bill to 
carry this into effect. On the bringing up o f the report, the 
resolution was opposed, but was carried by a majority of up
wards of 100, and the Bill passed through its various stages 
without encountering much further opposition either in the 
House of Commons or the House of Lords, receiving the Royal 
assent on the 17th August, 1839, when it took its place in the 
Statutes at large of the Realm as 2 and 3 Viet., c. 52, and is 
intituled, “ An Act for the further Regulation of the Duties on 
Postage until the 5th day of October, 1841.” t

The Act, after reciting that it was expedient to reduce the 
present rates of inland postage on letters to one uniform rate 
of one penny charged on every letter of a given weight, pro

* See Posi Circular for 1839.
f  When Parliament was prorogued on the 27th August Her Majesty, in 

her speech on the occasion, referred to the Act in these terms: “  It has 
been with much satisfaction that I hare given my consent to a reduction 
of the postage duties. I trust that the Act which has passed on this 
subject will be a relief and encouragement to trade, and that by facilitat
ing intercourse and correspondence it will be productive of much social 
advantage and improvement I have given directions that the preliminary 
steps should be taken to give effect to the intention of Parliament as soon 
as the inquiries and arrangements required for this purpose shall have 
been completed.”
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ceeded to authorize the Lords Commissionen of the Treasury, 
by Warrant under the hands of three or more of them, to fix 
the rates, and whether the charge was to be paid on posting the 
letter or on its receipt, until the 5th October, 1841, ten days' 
notice in the London Gazette being given of the rates and of 
any change therein ; and full powers were given to alter and 
reduce the rates of postage. The privilege of franking was 
taken away from membeis o f both Houses of Parliament, and 
official franking was to be exercised under strict regulations. 
Power was also given to the Lords of the Treasury to issue 
stamped paper and covers for letters, and to provide stamps and 
dies. The duties were constituted stamp duties, and placed 
under the care and control o f the Commissioners o f Stamps and 
Taxes, and many other provisions were made by the Áct which 
it is not necessary to notice ; but in effect the whole law on the 
subject was amended, and in substance forms the legal basis on 
which the Post Office as at present constituted is regulated.*

The measures which the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 
adopted for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the 
Act will form the subject of the next chapter; but before enter
ing upon these it will be useful to follow the course of legislation 
down to the present day, so far as it may be necessary to show 
what the Post Office really is, and in what its functions consist.

On the 10th August, 1840, the Act 3 and 4 Viet. c. 96, 
iutituled “  An Act for the regulation of the Duties o f Postage,” 
received the Royal assent By this Act the charges, which by 
the former Act had been only authorized to be made temporarily, 
were rendered perpetual, and further regulations made as to the 
duties on letters and newspapers, whether inland, colonial, ship, 
or foreign. Double rates were imposed on all letters not 
prepaid and on those deficiently paid to the extent of the 
deficiency. Proper and sufficient dies for the rates of one penny 
and twopence, and any other rates or duties of any other value

* The Board of Commissioners of Stamps and Tares was in 1849 united 
with that of the Commissioners of Excise, and consolidated into one 
Board under the denomination of the “ Commissioners of Inland Revenue.”
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or amount as might be decided by the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury were authorized to be provided. Heavy penalties 
were imposed on forgers, and persons using stamps fraudulently ; 
provisions were made for the sale of stamps by persons to be 
licensed ; power was given authorizing the preparation of 
“ moulds, frames, instruments, and machinery,” to make paper 
to be used as covers, envelopes, or stamps, which paper should 
“ have such distinguishing words, letters, figures, marks, lines, 
threads, or other devices, worked into or visible in the substance 
o f the same, as the Commissioners of Excise* should from time 
to time order and direct,” with power to alter and vary the same. 
The paper when made was to be delivered over to the Com
missioners of Stamps and Taxes, and the improper manufacture 
o f such paper, dies, or plates was made felony, and having 
possession of or buying such a misdemeanour. Various pro
visions were also made regulating the postage on newspapers, 
Parliamentary proceedings, &c., and the franking privilege was 
entirely abolished except as regarded official franking.

Many other Acts of Parliament have been passed in suc
ceeding years for the purpose of enlarging the powers of the 
Post Office, and developing the system inaugurated in 1840 ; but 
it would be foreign to the purpose of this treatise to refer to 
them further, especially as they are accessible to all. It is 
sufficient to state that, under the provisions of these various 
Acts, full powers have been conferred on the Post Office, not 
only to carry on its regular business, but to issue money 
orders,t to receive deposits as a Savings Bank, to insure lives,

* At this period paper was an exciseable article, and could only be law
fully manufactured under the supervision of the Officers of the Excise.

t  The Money Order Office was originally founded in 1792, by three of the 
Post Office officials, as a private speculation. On the 6th December, 1838, it 
was made a branch of the General Post Office, and organized under the 
direction of a small staff. Its operations are now not merely confined to 
the United Kingdom, but extend to the colonies, and to many of the 
countries within the Postal Union. The growth of its business has been 
very rapid. In 1889 ordere were issued for £313,124, while in the year 
ending Slat March, 1880, the amount was upwards of twenty-six millions 
sterling.
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1 Pöst O n t ce Sayings BajcxSv—A retnm  joet 
i“ ued »bo»* that the total Amount of deposits received at 
Poet Offlee Saving* Banks daring 1880 was £10,301,152, the 
baiane« brought forward from 1879. £32,012,184, and Um  
interest on these same £777,185, mak.T.g а grand tatai of 
£43,001,271. The repayments daring the year wore 
£9,346,634, ieaTipg a balance over of £33.744,637. Of this 
balance the net amount of £26,053,034 vas lodged with 

' the Commissioners for the Beduetiou of tbn National Debt 
for investment. The chargee of management and expenses 
incurred daring 1880 amounted to £188,891. In tbc whole 
period from September 16, 1861, to December 31, 1879, 
these charges and expenses amounted to £1,828,243, me 
* total incurred down to the end of 1880 of £2,017,134u
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THE NEW POST OFFICE SYSTEM. 27
to grant immediate and deferred annuities, to issue licenses for 
the Inland Revenue Department, &c. Wherever powers are 
required which involve any charge upon or risk to its revenue, 
or wherever any alterations pertaining to its structure are 
necessary, the intervention of Parliament must be obtained ; but 
in all that relates to the machinery by which the intentions of 
the Legislature are to be carried into execution, this is effected by 
the powers vested by Parliament for this purpose in the Lords of 
the Treasury ; while all the endless details in the direction and 
management of this vast establishment are in the hands of the 
Postmaster-GeneraL

Besides, therefore, the large body of statute law by which 
the Post Office is governed and its privileges protected, there is 
a much larger administrative one, consisting of Treasury 
Warrants issued by the Lords of the Treasury, under the 
powers conferred upon them by Parliament.* These are pub
lished in the London Gazette from time to time as they are 
issued, and it has been a laborious as well as an uninteresting 
task in compiling these pages to wade through its files, where 
these tautological documents lie buried and well-nigh forgotten. 
Still the work was necessary, аз accuracy in dates and other 
details has been thereby in many cases insured.

Before quitting this branch of the subject it appears requisite 
to make some particular reference to an Act passed in 1868, 
empowering the Government to purchase the inland telegraph 
system, which up to that period had been in the hands of 
separate and independent companies, who fixed their own rates 
of charge.

• The relative functions of Parliament and of the Lords of the Treasury 
may be seen more clearly from the following enactment contained in 
34 and 35 Viet. c. 30. By sect. 1 of that Act it ie enacted that the Lorda 
Commissionerà of Her Majesty’s Treasury may from time to time by 
Warrant under their hands reduce the rates of postage to be charged for 
the use of Her Majesty on lettere sent by Poet between places in the 
United Kingdom, and regulate the scale of weights according to which 
»uch rates are to be charged ; so, however, that the lowest rate of postage 
be not lese than one penny. ~ ^
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By the Act 31 and 32 Viet. c. 110, intituled “ An Act to 
enable Her Majesty’s Postmaster-General to acquire, work, and 
maintain Electric Telegraphs,” called the “ Telegraph Act, 1868,” 
the Postmaster-General was empowered to purchase undertakings' 
of telegraph companies, and to enter into contracts with certain 
railway companies for the use of their telegraph lines. He was 
also authorized to make regulations for the conduct of the 
business, and to fix charges, as also to enter into special agree
ments with proprietors of newspapers and others. Payments 
were to be made in stamps. The property in telegraph messages, 
as in letters, was vested in the Postmaster-General, and penalties 
provided against disclosing or intercepting messages.

This Act was amended in the following and subsequent 
Sessions of Parliament, and the whole system of internal com
munication by means of the electric telegraph, so far as the 
general public is concerned, became vested in the Post Office ; 
the payment of the duties on messages being at first made by 
means of the ordinary postage stamps. _____-

There can be but little question that the amount/which the 
Government was compelled to pay by way of compensation for 
the purchase of the monopoly enjoyed by the telegraph com
panies was vory muoh in excess of what was contemplated when 
the Act was passed in 1868. It was probably therefore not 
altogether desirable in the view taken by the officials re
sponsible for the purchase, to issue a separate set of stamps for 
this department, and thus distinguish the accounts of the 

* Tel%řaphs írom those of the Fost Office, and рф-mit the public 
to see thé financial result of the transfer of the telegraphs to the 
Government- The comfusion in the accounts between the 
telegTaph and^postal systems a t laet attracted the. attention of 
Parliament, and became the subject of investigation by it. • so 
that since the commencement of the year 1876 the accounts of 
the two systems have bann kept entirely separate and distinct, 
and stamps have been issued specially for telegraphic purposes, 
the employment of postage stampe for the payment of the duties 
on messages being now strictly prohibited. Нг<л f  y  f
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Mr. R. С. Tombe, the Controller of the Condon 
Foetal Service, who bai been compelled to relinquish 
Ida poet on account of impaired health, waa ye s te rd a y  
presented with a testimonial from the staff officers, 
clerks, and inspecting force of the Department over 
which he has presided for the laet five rears. The Prä
sentation, which took piacéin the Postmaster General’s 
Denotation-room, wet made ,on behajt of the sub
scribers by Sir A r t h u r  E lac k  w o o d . Permanent 
Secretary to the Poet Office, who was supported by Mr. 
Я. Joyce.Mr. J. C. Lamb, Messrs. L. Hill, J. J. Cardio,
G. W. Smyth, В. Yeld, A. M. Cunynghame, F. K. 
Langton, S. R. Thompson, J. C. Badcock, A. Pam- 
philon, and other beads of departments in the Peat 
Office. There waa a large attendance of officers of the 
London Postal Borvice. The testimonial consisted of 
a handsome walnut wood writing table and chair, a 
diver inkstand, a pair of silver candlesticks, and a 
bronze gilt drawing-room clock and vases.

Sir A. Blackwood, in making the presentation, said 
it was with very sincere sorrow that they met to sa.v an 
official good-bye to во old a friend, so loyal a colleague, 
and trusted officer as the esteemed Controller of the 
London Postal Service. Their sorrow was deepened

äthe knowledge that the relinquishment of that high 
ce wma owing entirely to the fact that his health 
rendered it impoeaible for him to discharge the arduous 

duties which he had rendered with such great satisfac- 
1 tion for the past five years as head of that great 
'Service. There was no more arduous or more auxioua 
post in the tanks of the Executive of the State than 
Ulat of Controller of the London Postal Service—the 
Postmaatership of the crea test city in the world. The 
requirements of an exorbitant public, the mtereeteand 
management'.of the large force under his control, im
posed a attain, and at times a very painful strain, upon 
the energies, the mind, and tho feelings of anyone who 
filled that post, and the qualifications necessary to 
enable him to discharge its duties in a proper way were 
of a very high order. Mr. Tombe had possessed these 
qualifications in a very marked degree, and had dis
charged the duties of his post with an unvarying 
success. No Postmaster General whom he had served in 
that oapacity bad failed to recognise his loyalty and his 
ability./ Tbe public had bad in bim one who had always 
been anxious to meet tbeir just demands, and the force 
immediately under him and those in the lower ranks of 
the Service had alwaya found in him a very good friend. 
His own intercourse with Mr. Tombs had been always 
of the moat pleasant character. He had often bad to 
consult him, and had alwaya found him conversant with 
tbe very smallest details of business. He had always 
been a most faithful and discreet counsellor. It waa not 
surprising that a widespread wish should have been 
entertained by his immediate staff to manifest their 
esteem and regard in some substantial way, and their 
handsome gifts were a very fitting expression of their 
affeotion and esteem for their departing chief. He 
aaked the acceptance of them by Mr. Tombe, and ex
pressed tbe earnest desire that bis health might be 
gradnally restored, and that be might enjoy many years 
of prosperity, happiness, and usefulness.

Mr. Tonus, who was much touched by the cordiality 
of his reception, made an appropriate and feeling reply. 
After referring to the difficulties through which the 
London Postal Service had passed during his tenure of 
the Controllership, and thanking his colleagues and the 
heads of other branches of the Post Office for the sup
port and assistance they had rendered him, Mr. Tombs 
expressed his deep sorrow at having to sever bis long 
connection with the General Post Office, and at parting 
from brother officers with whom he had enjoyed such 
amicable relatione.

Hr. Badcock, Vice-Controller, proposed a hearty vote 
of tiianka to Kir A. Blackwood for his kindness in 
acting as Chairman. This was seconded by Mr. 
Pamphilon, and passed with acclamation.
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CHAPTER I I I

INTRODUCTION OF THE N E W  SYSTEM.

So soon as the Act establishing the new system of a uniform 
Penny Postage rate had received the Royal Assent, the Lords of 
the Treasury lost no time in making arrangements for giving 
effect to its provisions, and accordingly the following notice 
appeared in the public journals on the 6th September, 1839 :

“  A copy qf the mimde o f the Board o f Treasury relative to 
carrying into effect the Act fo r  establishing a reduced 
uniform Rate o f Postage.

“ My Lorde read the Act for the Further Regulation of the 
Duties of Postage, which received the Royal assent on Saturday, 
the 17th inst

“  By this Act My Lords are invested with a power o f carry
ing into effect the reduced uniform rate of postage contemplated 
by Parliament, either according to the present mode of collecting 
the postage, or by prepayment, collected by stamps, compulsory 
or optional.

“ My Lords feel the importance of the discretion with which 
Parliament has invested them, affecting as it must the con
venience o f the public, the collection o f the revenue, as well as 
the security and facility of the transmission of the corre
spondence of the country.

“  In comparing the advantages which may arise from the plan 
of prepayment by means of stamps, if such plan should he 
adopted, much must depend upon the stamp which may be em
ployed. For the convenience of the public, it is of the 
greatest importance that the mode selected should afford every 
facility for obtaining and using the stamp. It is also clear that 
the charge which will fall upon the public in the shape of extra 
payment on account of the stamp itself, in addition to the 
penny rate, must vary according to the nature of the stamp



adopted. In the course of the inquiries and discussions on the 
subject several plans were suggested, viz., stamped covers, stamped 
paper, and stamps to he used separately, and to be applied to any 
letter of whatever description, and written on any paper.

“ Before My Lords can decide upon the adoption of any 
course, either by stamp or otherwise, they feel it will be useful 
that artists, men of science, and the public in general, may have 
an opportunity of offering any suggestions or proposals as to the 
manner in which the stamp may best be brought into use. 
With this view My Lords will be prepared to receive and con
sider any proposal which may be sent in to them on or before 
the 15th October, 1839.

“ All persons desirous of communicating with My Lords on 
the subject are requested to direct to The Lords of the Treasury, 
Whitehall, marked ‘ Post Office Stamp.’

“  My Lords will be prepared to award a premium of £200 to 
such proposal aa they may consider most deserving of attention, 
and £100 to the next best proposal.

“  My Lords will feel at liberty to adopt for the public 
service any of the suggestions which may be contained in any 
communication made to them, except, of course, where parties 
have any rights secured by patent.

“ The points which the Board consider of the greatest 
importance are :

“  1. The convenience as regards the public use.
“  2. The security against forgery.
“  3. The facility of being checked and distinguished at the 

Post Office, which must of necessity be rapid.
“ 4. The expense of the production and circulation of the 

stamps.
“  My Lords will be prepared to receive and consider proposals 

from foreign countries, and they desire that a copy of this 
minute be transmitted to Lord Palmerston, and that his Lord
ship be requested to take such measures as he may deem most 
advisable through her Majesty’s Ministera abroad for the 
purpose of making known the intentions of this Board.

“  They desire also that Lord Palmerston be requested to pro
cure for my Lords through Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris 
information respecting the system of stamps adopted in France, 
and specimens of the stamped impressions used in that country.

“  Transmit a copy of this minute to the Postmaster-General 
for his information and guidance.

“ Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, August 23rd,”

3 0  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH 8TAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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Page 31. First paragraph. Since our work was published the Life o f 
Sir Henry Cole has appeared, and it is there stated that the number of 
“ proposals and suggestions ” sent in amounted to 2700. Among those who 
sent in proposals is mentioned Mr. Stead, described in the text as of 
Norwich. This ought to be of “ Yarmouth.” Sir H. Cole also says that 
prizes of Ü10O each were awarded to four ; viz., Cheverton, Whiting, and 
himself, as by Treasury Minute of December )9th, and to Perkins. As to 
the latter Sir H. Cole appears to have fallen into an error, and probably 
confounded it with the £200 awarded to Mulready.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW  8T8TEM, 31

The public was certainly not behind hand in offering their 
“ proposals and suggestions” to “ My Lords,” who by the 15th 
of Octoberhad received offers ofadvice and assistance from 

two "thousand aìuTìiundrea/“ artists, men of science, and 
the public in general.” Amongst these were proposals emana
ting from Mr. Stead, of 14osw ĵ h ; from Mr. Dickinson, the 
paper-maker; from Mr. Sievier, the eminent sculptor; from Mr. 
Cheverton, the inventor of a machine for embossing, &c. &c. ; 
but the greater part of these proposals and suggestions were not 
accompanied by any designs, and such designs as were sent in 
were for the most part pen-and-ink sketches or drawinga In 
some instances, however, a large number of specimens or illus
trations were submitted for consideration, which was more 
particularly the case as regards the proposals submitted by Mr. 
Charles Whiting, who sent in at least a hundred samples of the 
graphic art, some of which were then in use at his establish
ments, while others embodied his own ideas of the mode in 
which Mr. Rowland Hill’s plan should be carried into effect. * -

The examination and discussion of such a mass of proposals 
and suggestions, many of which were as absurd as they were 
impracticable, necessarily occupied a considerable time, and 
already two valuable months had been lost In fact, “  My 
Lords" did not find much wisdom in the multitude of their 
counsellors, and no hetter suggestions were offered than those 
previously propounded hy Mr. Rowland Hill, consisting in the 
adoption of stamped covers of half sheets of paper, stamped 
envelopes, and adhesive stamps or labels.* ^

Before any final decision could, however, be arrived at, it 
was necessary that practical engravers, printers, paper-makers, 
and others, should be consulted, and that various experiments 
should be made. Should it be decided to provide envelopes 
and stamps, the lowest calculation fixed the end o f March 
as the earliest possible period at which their issue could 
be accomplished. The public were growing impatient to see

*  On O u C ollection  o f  P ostage by M eans o f  S tam ps, b y  R o w la n d  H il l .
Bayswster, June 13th, 1839.
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the new system brought into operation; but considerable 
difficulty was apprehended in giving immediate and full effect 
to it previously to a decision having been arrived at with regard 
to the stamps. It was anticipated that the substitution of the 
principle of charging by weight for that of charging by separate 
pieces of paper, and the consequent necessity of weighing every 
letter, would entail enormous pressure on the officials when the 
amount of the postage had to be paid in cash, and the postage 
marked on each letter.

Accordingly, as appears from a Minute of the Treasury, dated 
the 12th November, 1839, “  My Lords,”  having again met, and 
again read the Act of Parliament, proceeded to discuss the 
question of adopting temporarily some intermediate measure 
whereby the officers of the Post Office might obtain some 
practice in weighing before full effect was given to the uniform 
penny rate. To avoid the risks of “  irregularities which might 
occur, and the inconveniences that might result,” they 
determined to introduce a uniform rate o f fourpence for a 
short period,* and gave orders for the preparation of a Treasury 
Warrant to carry it into effect. This Warrant appeared in the 
London Gazette of the 22nd November, 1839, and the material 
parts are as follows :

“  Whereas by an Act passed in the last Session o f Parlia
ment, intituled ‘ An Act for the further Regulation of the 
Duties on Postage until the 5th day of October, 1840,’ power 
is given to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
or any three of them, by Warrant under their hands, to alter, 
fix, reduce, or remit, all or any of the Rates of British or 
Inland, or other Postage payable by law on the transmission of 
Post Letters, and to subject such letters to rates of Postage 
according to the weight thereof, and a scale o f weight to be

* Mr. Lewins (Her Majesty'» Mail», p. 126) attributes this action of 
the Lords of the Treasury to an intention of establishing a uniform 
fourpenny rate, and that having subsequently discovered the mistake they 
had made, they proceeded to rectify it by the publication of the Warrant 
of 31st January, 1840. This Treasury Minute clearly shows that this 
notion is erroneous, and that the reduction to fourpence was only intended 
as a temporary measure.
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contained in such Warrant (without reference to the distance or 
number of miles the same may be conveyed), and to fix and 
limit the weight of letters to be sent by the Post, and from 
time to time by Warrant аз aforesaid, to appoint at what time 
the rates which may be payable are to be paid ; that is to say, 
whether on posting the letter, or on the receipt thereof, or at 
either of those times at the option of the sender, provided that 
all such Warrants should be inserted in the London Gazette 
ten days at least before coming into operation, and should 
within fourteen days after making the same be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament (if then sitting), or otherwise, within 
fourteen days after Parliament should meet”

“ And whereas an Act was passed in the first year of the reign 
of Her present Majesty, cap. 34, intituled ‘ An Act for the 
Regulation of the Duties of Postage and another Act was 
passed in the same Session, cap. 76, intituled ‘ An Act to 
impose Rates of Packet Postage on East India Letters, and 
to Amend certain Acts relating to the Post Office and 
another Act was passed in the first and second years of the 
reign of Her present Majesty, cap. 97, intituled ‘ An Act for 
imposing Rates of Postage on the Conveyance of Letters by 
Packet Boats between places in the Mediterranean and other 
parts.’

“  Now we, the undersigned (being three of the Lords Com
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury), do, in exercise of the 
powers or authority in us for such purposes vested in and by 
the said first-mentioned Act, and of all other powers enabling 
us in this behalf, by this Warrant under our hands, order and 
direct that this present Warrant shall come into operation on the 
5th day of December next ; and that all letters not being by 
law specially exempted from postage, which on or after that 
day shall be posted in any town or place within the United 
Kingdom, or within any of the islands of Jersey, Guernsey, 
Alderney, Sark, and Man, or shall be brought from parts beyond 
the seas to any port or place within the United Kingdom or the 
said islands by any packet boat or private vessel, shall be subject 
to the several regulations and rates hereinafter contained,

“  And we further order and direct that on and after the said 
5th day of December next the present practice of charging 
the rates of postage on letters transmitted by the General 
Post consisting of more than ono sheet of paper, or containing 
any enclosure, shall be wholly discontinued, and thenceforth 
all letters of whatever description transmitted through the
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General Post, and legally chargeable with postage, shall be 
charged by weight, as hereinafter mentioned.

“  And we hereby fix and limit the fpllowing scale of weight 
of letters to be transmitted through the General Post, and we 
eubject such letters on and after the said 5th day of December 
next to the following rates of postage ; that is to say :

“  On every letter not exceeding  ̂oz. in weight there shall be 
charged and taken one rate o f postage.

“  On every letter exceeding  ̂oz., and not exceeding 1 oz. in 
weight, there shall be charged and taken two rates of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 1 oz., and not exceeding 2 oz. in 
weight, there shall be charged and taken four rates of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 2 oz., and not exceeding 3 oz. 
in weight, there shall be charged and taken six rates of postage ; 
and

“  On every letter exceeding 3 oz., and not exceeding 4 oz. in 
weight, there shall be charged and taken eight rates of postage ; 
and for every ounce in weight above the weight of four ounces 
there shall be charged and taken two additional rates of postage, 
and every fraction of an ounce above the weight of four ounces 
shall be charged as one additional ounce.

“ And we order and direct that no letter exceeding 16 oz. in 
weight shall in any case be forwarded by the General Post 
between places within the United Kingdom and the said islands, 
or from the said United Kingdom and the said islands to parts 
beyond the seas.

* * * # * •
“  And we hereby fix and limit the following rates of postage 

to be paid to Her Majesty’s Postmaster-General for the use of 
Her Majesty on and after the 5th day of December next on 
the letters Dext hereinafter mentioned, and we order and direct 
the same to be charged and paid accordingly ; that is to say :

“  IN L A N D  LETTERS.

“  On all letters not by law specially exempted from postage, 
and not exceeding \ oz. in weight, transmitted by the General 
Post between places within the United Kingdom or between 
the said islands, or between the United Kingdom and the said 
islands (not being letters sent to or from parts beyond the seas), 
there shall be charged and taken one uniform rate of postage of 
fourpence, without reference to the number of sheets or pieces 
of paper or enclosures of which the same may be composed, or 
to the distance or number of miles the same shall be conveyed.

3 4  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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“  On all such letters, if exceeding J oz. in weight, there shall 
be charged and taken progressive and additional rates of postage 
(each additional rate being estimated at 4d.) according to the 
scale of weight and number of rates hereinbefore fixed and 
declared,

* * * * * *
“ And we order and direct that all additional rates now 

payable by law on all letters transmitted by post to or from 
Ireland by way of Holyhead, or in respect of the Menai Bridge, 
and by way of Conway and Chester in respect of Conway 
Bridge, and by way of Milford and Waterford, and also the 
additional rate of one halfpenny on letters conveyed by the 
post in any part of Scotland by a mail carriage with more than 
two wheels shall on and after the said 5th day of December 
next be wholly remitted, and shall cease to be payable.

“ That all additional rates for letters originally sent by the 
General Post to places within the United Kingdom, or the said 
islands, directed beyond the limits of the General Post, and 
delivered by any Twopenny Post or Penny Post, or originally 
sent by any Twopenny or Penny Post, and afterwards passing 
through the General Post, shall be remitted and cease to be 
payable, except on letters franked or exempted by law from 
the General Post rates, but subject to the Twopenny or Penny 
Post rates, which letters shall still continue liable to and charge
able with the Twopenny and Penny Post rates when transmitted 
by any such post

“  That on all letters not exceeding half an ounce in weight, 
and not being by law specially exempted from the Twopenny 
and Penny Post rates, transmitted by any Twopenny or Penny 
Post in London or Dublin, and not having passed through, or 
being intended to pass through, the General Post, there shall on 
and after the said 5th day of December next be charged and 
taken a rate of one penny only, provided such postage be pre
paid at the time of posting the same. But in case any letter 
not being by law specially exempted, as aforesaid, transmitted 
by any such Twopenny or Penny Post, shall not be prepaid 
when posted, or shall exceed £ oz. in weight, there shall be 
taken the same rate of postage as is now payable by law 
thereon.

“  That on all letters not specially exempted from Penny Post 
rates transmitted by any Penny Post in the United Kingdom 
or the said islands, other than London and Dublin, and not 
having passed through, or being intended to pass through the
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General Post, there shall on and after the 5th day of December 
next he taken a rate of one penny as at present.

“ That no letter shall be sent by any such Twopenny or 
Penny Post exceeding 4 oz. In weight unless the same shall 
have originally passed, or shall be intended to pass, through the 
General Post, and in such last-mentioned cases not exceeding 
the weight of 16 oz., unless specially authorized by this Warrant 
as aforesaid.

“ That all printed newspapers, Parliamentary proceedings, 
printed votes, and proceedings of the colonial legislatures, 
printed prices current, commercial lists, periodical publications 
posted at Falmouth, unstamped publications, bankers’ parcels, 
patterns, samples, plantation accounts, deeds, books, pamphlets, 
and other printed papers, soldiers' and seamen’s letters, and 
other letters, articles and things which may now by law be 
sent by post under certain regulations free of postage, or at 
reduced rates of postage, shall continue to have the benefit 
of all exemptions and privileges they now enjoy, and shall, 
if forwarded in conformity with such regulations, be charged 
with the same respective amounts of postage as are now by law 
payable in respect thereof, subject nevertheless to all the 
regulations and liabilities now in force respecting the same.

* * * * * *
"A s  witness our hands this 22nd day o f November, 1839,

“  M e l b o u r n e ,
“  F .  B a r i n g ,
“ H .  T u f n e l l . ”

At the end of the month of December following, the Lords 
of the Treasury being satisfied with the result of the experi
ment of the fourpenny uniform rate, determined to give full 
effect to the provisions of the Act, and ordered a Warrant to be 
drawn up for that purpose. They also came to the decision of 
providing for the issue of stamped covers, stamped envelopes, 
and adhesive stamps or postage labels ; and at the instance of 
Mr. John Wood, the Chairman of the Board of Stamps and 
Taxes, they decided on the issue by that department of a stamp 
to be embossed on any kind of paper which the public might 
send in for that purpose, under regulations to be made by the 
department These decisions were embodied in a Minute dated
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26th December, 1839, which, so far as it relates to the pre
paration and application of postage stamps, was to the following 
effect :

“  Their Lordships, upon full consideration, have decided to 
require that as far as practicable the postage of letters shall be 
prepaid, and to effect such prepayment by means of stamps. 
Their Lordships are of opinion that the convenience of the 
public will be consulted, more especially at first, by issuing 
stamps of various kinds, in order that everyone may select that 
description of stamp which is most suitable to his own peculiar 
circumstances ; and with a view of affording an ample choice, 
their Lordships are pleased to direct that the following stamps 
be prepared :

“  F irst. Stamped Covers; the stamp being struck on pieces o f 
paper the size of half a sheet of quarto letter paper.

“ Second. Stamped Envelopes; the stamp being struck on 
pieces of paper of a lozenge form, of which the stationers and 
others may manufacture envelopes.

“ Third. Adhesive Stamps; or stamps on small pieces of 
paper with a glutinous wash at the back, which may be attached 
to letters either before or after they are written ; aud

“  Fourth. Stamps to be struck on paper of any description 
which the public may send to the Stamp Office for that 
purpose.*

“  The paper for the first, second, and third kinds of stamps to 
be peculiar in its watermark or some other feature, but to be 
supplied to the Government by competition.

“  My Lords direct that the Commissioners of Stamps and 
Taxes and the Commissioners of Excise should receive the 
official directions to take the necessary steps, in conjunction 
with the Postmaster-General, for the preparation of the stamps 
herein enumerated.

“  Although the necessary experiments and investigations 
which have been conducted under the direction of this Board

♦ This portion of the minute was subsequently modified so far as 
regarded the stamp being struck on any description of paper sent in by the 
public, and was confined to paper supplied by the Government, until, in 
1855, power was given by the Act 18 and 19 Viet. c. 78 to the Commis
sioners of Inland Revenue to stamp paper sent in by the public under 
such regulations as tbe Lords of the Treasury should make or sanction in 
that behalf.
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are already far advanced, My Lords fear that a considerable time 
will be required for completing the preparation o f the dies, 
plates, and machinery (much of which is unavoidably of a 
novel construction) necessary for the manufacture of the 
stamps ; and being desirous of affording to the public with the 
least possible delay the full advantage of the intended reduc
tion in postage, their Lordships propose at once to effect such 
reduction.

“  On the use of stamps, however, My Lords have fully 
decided. They will be prepared with the least possible delay, 
and when ready due notice will be given of their introduction.”

On the day following the date of the above-mentioned minute 
a Warrant was signed and published in the London G azette, 28th 
December, 1839, which (omitting such formal clauses and regu
lations as do not immediately concern our subject), after reciting 
the powers conferred on the Lords of the Treasury by the Act 
of the previous session in similar terms to the recital in the 
previous Warrant, and also reciting the previous Warrant, 
proceeded as follows :

“  Now we, the undersigned (being three of the Lords Commis
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury), do by this Warrant order and 
direct that the said Warrant of the22nd day ol November now last, 
and the rates thereby fixed and directed to be charged shall be 
and the same are hereby repealed from and after the 9th day of 
January, 1840 (except as to any letters posted in or brought 
into the United Kingdom on or before that day, and also except 
as to any duties of postage which shall have become due under 
or by virtue of such Warrant, which may be recovered as if the 
same had continued in force).

“  And we hereby further order and direct that this present 
Warrant shall come into operation on the 10th day of January, 
1840, and that all letters which on or after that day shall be 
posted in any town or place within the United Kingdom, or 
shall be brought from parts beyond the seas to any port or place 
within the United Kingdom, or shall be sent between the 
United Kingdom and places beyond the seas, or between any of 
the places hereinafter mentioned, shall be subject to the several 
regulations and rates hereinafter contained.

“ And we further order and direct that letters transmitted 
by the post shall not in future be charged with the British rates
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of postage according to the number of inclosures, but by weight, 
as hereinafter mentioned.

“ And we hereby fix and limit the following scale of weight 
of letters to he transmitted by the post, and we subject such 
lettere on and after the said 10th day of January, 1840, to the 
following rates of postage ; that is to say :

“  On every letter not exceeding 4 oz. in weight there shall be 
charged and taken one rate of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 4 oz. and not exceeding 1 oz. in 
weight there shall be charged and taken two rates of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 1 oz. and not exceeding 2 oz. in 
weight there shall be charged and taken four rates of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 2 oz. and not exceeding 3 oz. in 
weight there shall be charged and taken six rates of postage ; 
and

“  On every letter exceeding 3 oz. and not exceeding 4 oz. in 
weight there shall be charged and taken eight rates of postage.

“  And for every ounce in weight above the weight of 4 oz. 
there shall be charged and taken two additional rates of post
age ; and every fraction of an ounce above the weight of 4 oz. 
shall be charged as one additional ounce.

“  And we order and direct that no letter exceeding 16 oz. in 
weight shall in any case bo forwarded by the post between 
places within the United Kingdom, except addresses to Her 
Majesty, Parliamentary petitions, printed votes and proceedings 
in Parliament, letters addressed to or dispatched by any of the 
Government offices or departments or any public officer having 
now the privilege of franking by virtue of his office, deeds if 
transmitted under all such regulations and restrictions as the 
Postmaater-General shall from time to time appoint, and letters 
to and from places beyond the seas.

“  And we hereby fix and limit the following rates of postage 
to be paid to Her Majesty’s Postmaster-General for the use of 
Her Majesty on lettera posted and transmitted by the post on 
and after the 10th day of January, 1840 ; and we order and 
direct the same to be charged and paid accordingly ; that İ3 to 
say :

“ i n l a n d  l e t t e r s .

“ On all letters not exceeding 4 oz. in weight transmitted by 
the post between places within the United Kingdom, not being 
letters sent to or from parte beyond seas, there shall be 
charged and taken one uniform rate of postage of one penny, 
without reference to the number of sheets or pieces of paper or
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enclosures of which the same may he composed, or the distance 
or number of miles the same 6hall be conveyed ; and that on 
all such letters, if exceeding £ oz. in weight, there shall be 
charged and taken progressive and additional rates of postage 
(each additional rate being estimated at one penny) according to 
the scale of weight and number of rates hereinbefore fixed and 
declared, provided that such postage of one penny, and such 
progressive and additional postage, be prepaid at the time of 
posting such letters; but in case such postage on any such 
letters shall not be prepaid when posted, there shall be charged 
on such letters a postage of double the amount to which such 
letters would otherwise have been liable under this present 
Warrant. *

“ That all lettere forwarded under the authority of the 
Postmaster-General by private vessels or packet boats, and 
transmitted between placée in the United Kingdom, shall be 
considered as forwarded by the Post between such places, and 
be charged accordingly.”

The Warrant, after prescribing the rates by weight on colonial 
letters by packets, and on ship and foreign letters, and ordering 
the suppression of the additional rates on Irish letters in respect 
of the Menai and Conway Bridges, and on Scotch letters, as also 
on letters beyond the limits of the General Post delivered by

• The rates on inland letters fixed by the above Treasury Warrant 
continued in force till altered by a Warrant dated 18th March, 1865 
(London Gazette, 24th March), when the following rates were fixed, to 
take effect on and from the 1st April, 1865 :

On inland letters sent to or from any part of the United Kingdom— 
Not exceeding in weight J oz. . . . I d .

,, ,, 1 oz. i • ■ 2d.
„  „  1 è OZ. . . . 3d.

and so on in the proportion of one penny for each half-ounce or fractional 
part thereof.

These rates, rising uniformly by half-ounces, were far more equitable 
than those originally fixed in 1840. At the same time also the threepenny 
stamp, which had been issued specially for foreign postage, and was only 
allowed by stealth to do duty feu; inland purposes, was admitted into 
possession of its full rights.

The last alteration of the rates on inland letters took place on the 5th 
October, 1871, when by Treasury Warrant, issued in conformity with the 
provisions of the Act 34 and 35 Viet с.ч 30, dated 16th August, 1871 
(London Gazette, 26th August), the rates now in force were established.
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Twopenny or Penny Posts, or any convention post, and aftei 
wards passing by the General Post, in similar terme to those 
employed in the former Warrant ; proceeds as follows :

“ That on and after the said 10th day of January next the 
privilege of sending and receiving letters by the Post, free of 
postage, whether parliamentary, official, or o f any other de
scription whatsoever (except as hereinafter provided), as well 
under an Act passed in the first year of the reign of Her 
present Majesty, intituled ‘ An Act for regulating the sending 
and receiving o f Letters and Packets by the Post free of l>uty 
of Postage,” being the 1 Viet. c. 35, as under any other Act or 
Acts now in force, or under any other authority whatsoever, 
shall be wholly suspended during the time this Warrant shall be 
in force ; and that all letters to which any such privileges now 
extend, except as aforesaid, shall thenceforth be charged and 
chargeable with the like rates as any other letters transmitted 
by the Post would be chargeable, under or by virtue of the 
present Warrant.”

The Warrant then proceeds to fix certain rates for the trans
mission by post of the printed votes and proceedings of 
Parliament, parliamentary papers, &c., which by a Treasury 
Warrant of 31st January, 1840, were repealed, and the charges 
fixed at one penny for every 4 oz. These rates have, since the 
alteration in the Book Post rate, been changed to one halfpenny 
for every 2 oz., the prepayment of which is optional, provided 
they are marked “  Parliamentary Proceedings.”

The Warrant then prescribes regulations for preserving the right 
of free transmission of addresses to Her Majesty, the privileges 
granted to members of both Ноизез of Parliament of receiving 
petitions addressed to Parliament, &c. &c., and declares—

“  That, except in the cases hereinbefore specified, all 
privileges whatsoever of sending letters free of postage shall be 
wholly suspended during the time this present Warrant shall be 
in operation.

* * * * * *
“ As witness our hands this 27th day of December, 1839.

“  M e l b o u r n e .
“ F. B a r i n o .
“ T hos. W yse.”



* When the 10th of January, 1840, arrived, the public seemed 
nothing loth to take advantage of the new system, and the 
pressure on the Post officials was very great, not only at the 
chief offices, hut at the metropolitan receiving-houses. The 
Postmaster of one of these latter declared, that were the system 
to last he would not retain his office for £200 a year; the 
letter writers scared away all his customers, and he positively 
sold nothing. On several days he had taken in 2,000 paid 
letters, whereas his former average had been 70. But the scene 
at the chief office in S t Martin’s le Grand is thus described in 
the W estm inster Review  for February, 1840 : " A  night or two 
after the change to a penny we ourselves witnessed the scene at 
S t Martin's le Grand. The great hall* was nearly filled with 
spectators, marshalled in a line by the police to watch the 
crowds pressing, scuffling, and fighting to get first to the 
window. The superintending President of the Inland Office 
with praiseworthy zeal was in all quarters directing the energy 
of his officers where the pressure was greatest. Formerly one 
window sufficed to receive letters. On this evening six windows 
with two receivers at each were bombarded by applicants. As the 
last quarter of an hour approached, and the crowd still thickened, 
a seventh window was opened, and that none might be turned 
away Mr. Bokenham made some other opening, and took in 
money and letters himself. To the credit of the Post Office, not 
a single person lost the time ; and we learnt that on this evening 
upwards of 3,000 letters had been posted at St. Martin’s le 
Grand between five and six. A  witness present on the first 
night of the Penny Post described to us a similar scene. When 
the window closed, the moh, delighted at the energy displayed 
by the officers, gave one cheer for the Post Office, and another 
for Rowland Hill.”

* This part of the building, which was one of its chief ornaments, has 
been gradually absorbed by the increasing demand for additional space, 
and has now ceased to exist.
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•,-In this jubilee year of the penny poet the 
i*inj copy of a private memorandum, the original 
' j ** m the handwriting of the late Mr. 
«Lawrence, wbo w“  assistant secretary to the 
Office when Sir Rowland Hill’ s scheme came 
^erstion, will perhaps be read with interest

from London- 10th of January, the 
T & i i W  P°et*ße- 112,104 letters. 7 ’
■i« пшаЬег has never approached that since by
Ä °  “ ewspapers sent Ьт post from Lon-
W Ä i a “ e .’ - ВЖтй 00 tbe Mond‘ * »ft««'
L T m0r,Qdum ** not d*ted, therefore it cannot 
*rnf Г.,тцсЬ tilne actually elapsed before the 
112 injterS posted in London on the first day-  

во Ion»*-*' !  aBaİD reacbed- but it is probable
аггеаЬ1*'Т^ирБе<!’ №eİDB thot the total “ ““ her 
from 7* ,passtD* through the Post Office
ц0 “ »liions in 1839 to nearly 169 millions

c*  the memorandum was written shortly
ebruarv‘ To&6̂ f ^  whicb took pUcedoctíní Л*,1840’ ex»ctly one month after the 

r °, ‘ODfof the penny postage.
te»£ " Con»P*rison I may state that the letters 
Pron«« “ w de,spatobed daily from London to
*• two miUtaJ. *0e* *br0ad aVer4ge in r0UBd 

Faithfully yours,
“«ral P o s t  Office. LEONARD BIDWELL.

£ j ,  2 3 8
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CHAPTER IV.

7 7 /Æ  /.S S t fS  O / ' P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .

T he bistory of the Post Office, from its earliest times down to 
the introduction of the present system, might have been 
brought to a close with the last chapter ; but it would scarcely 
be complete without adding a short account of the introduction 
of postage stamps to the public, though, as the object of this 
treatise necessarily involves a description Of the mode in which 
they are prepared and printed, it will to a certain degree be 
anticipating the chronological order of events.

At the present day, when we possess all the facilities offered 
by the use of postage stamps and stamped envelopes, and 
habitually avail ourselves of the simple process of dropping a 
letter into the nearest pillar-box franked to its destination, 
little notion can be formed of the inconvenience and trouble re
sulting from the necessity of sending every letter to a receiving- 
house or Post Office with the cash to pay its postage. To say 
nothing of the waste of time, a great temptation waз offered to 
messengers to post the letters unpaid ; but this state of things 
existed from the 10th of January for many weary weeks. 
Meantime Parliament had assembled, and the members of the 
two Houses, who up to that session had enjoyed the privilege of 
franking their correspondence, now found themselves obliged to 
pay their pennies like the rest of the publia As а partial 
remedy for this inconvenience, so far as their correspondence at 
the two Houses of Parliament was concerned, an expedient 
was adopted of issuing prepaid envelopes, though on a very



limited scale. Those issued in the House of Lords bore the 
following superscription, printed in red ink, ordinary type :

44 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

. ( Temporary)
To be posted at the House of Lords only. 

Post-paid.— ONE PENNY.—Weight not to exceed j  oz.

A  similar envelope, but printed in black, was also prepared 
for the use o f members of the House of Commons. The 
superscription on this latter varies from that for the Ноше of 
Lords in the omission of the word T em porary, and the word 
“ C o m m o n s ” is of course substituted for “ L o r d s . ” *  r

It should be added that these superscriptions were printed 
on the envelopes after they had been folded.

The use of these envelopes must have been very restricted, 
as they are of extreme rarity; but this may be accounted 
for írom the fact that it was necessary that they should be 
posted at the respective Houses of Parliament. Specimens of 
those used at the House of Lords are found on blue-laid and 
thick white wove paper, and of those used at the House of 
Commons on thin white, or bluish-white, wove paper. The 
normal size is about 5| x 3| inches, but they vary somewhat, as

• The issue of these envelopes is only mentioned by way of recording 
this temporary expedient. They never formed the subject of any general 
issue, and rank rather as curiosities in the history of the introduction 
and establishment of the Penny Post system than as objects for the general 
collector.
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F. A. Philbuick sent curiositi**, _  _

fiscal stamp shewn in the room, the 2a. 6İ ,  Ь Я >  
prepared for the North American Colonica which 
ultimate loee o f the Provine es to Great Britain.

This copy is believed to be unique, as the stami 
in the Boston riots, and the records at Sommet lí« 
impression of the die, dry strack on the register .
Doc к Wray’s “  Репу Post Payd,” 1683— the first penny port e w
in England. . , ^

Also a block o f nine one penny red, with Archer» roulette, 
from October, 1867 ; another block o f .  Id. şed, on Л е Dwkinaon 
with margin shewing the plate number, л у ;  several envelopes <L 
1850, with stam p rouletted by Archer’s necond machine, made 
f ly  press principle, proofs in colour o f Wyon'a heads for the lfta. i 
embossed stamps, and of the 2d. envelope, die 1, in ytUo# *®d pt«r. I 
latter pierced for date plugs ; also the temporary envelopes \A i 
Houses of Lorda and Commons, in red and black, of 16Ю, one of 
former directed in Л е handwriting of F. M. the gnat Ink* 
Wellington ; and Л е envelopes for the House* of Parliament, m  ЫтГ\ 
including Ле extremely rare 2d. of which Mţ. Ferrary holds the other 
known copy. .

lű C U V u U  * eA*fl**m~Ur h ţU

Раде 45. After Une 4 from top add : A secund, and slightly different f<*nn 
of these envelopes was also prepared fur the use of the nn-mliers and c>mcer» *4 
both Houses of Parliament, the inscriptions being uniformly printed in ■•lack 
in two lines. The word Temporan/ was omitted, ami the inscription vanou 
as follows: “ To lie posted at the Houses of Parliament only, the other 
line, “  Poet Paid,’’ éta, remaining the same as in the other form. Tliere 
was also another envelope for heavier letters, which required a twopenny 
rate, and in tliat “  Twopence ” was sulwtituted for “ One Penny, and I 
oz.” for “  4 oz.”  The specimens we have seen are of stoutish azure laid 
paper, and in all other resi>ects are situilur to those described in the text. 
They appear to have been in use in the early part of r ebmary, as appears 
from specimens bearing the postmark of tire 7th of that month.

^ 4 » , İ  ОолчхЛе» ihjJt -

OU* (jlaU/c (fucJt w u V
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•fí.así,en~i House of Lorde (Temporary) envelopes, 1840, red
ímpr.nt, small size on yellow wove, also on bluish paper, laid vertically, 
size 1304 x 90J mm., entire, with autograph of the Earl of “  Ellen* 
borough” and postmark 4 Feby„ 1840—-the only entire specimen yet 
seen. It has the left flap truncated, and Л е lettering is very like that 
on the smaller envelope, though a fresh setting of the type. The line 
below is differently placed with respect to the legend, the lower line o f 
which terminates with a final dot, wanting in the smaller size. House 
o f Commons envelope, in black, Id., large size ; Houses of Parliament, 
in black, Id., large size, postmarked in 1840—also entire.



4 4  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.

limited scale. Those' issued in the House of Lords bore the 
following superscription, printed in red ink, ordinary type :

. ( Temporary)
To be posted at the H ouse of Lords only. 

Post-paid.—ONE PENNY.—Weight not to exceed J oz.

A  similar envelope, but printed in black, was also prepared 
for the use o f members of the Honse of Commons. The 
superscription on this latter varies from that for the House of 
Lords in the omission o f the word Tem porary, and the word 
“  C o m m o n s  ”  is o f course substituted for “  L o r d s .”  *  *

It should be added that these superscriptions were printed 
on the envelopes after they had been folded.

The Ше of these envelopes must have been very restricted, 
as they are of extreme rarity; but this may be accounted 
for from the fact that it was necessary that they should be 
posted at the respective Houses o f Parliament Specimens of 
those used at the House of Lords are found on blue-laid and 
thick white wove paper, and oi those used at the House of 
Commons on thin white, or bluish-white, wove paper. The 
normal size is about 5 J x 3$ inches, but they vary somewhat, as

*  The ia n e  o f  these envelopes is on ly mentioned by  way of recording 
th is temporary expedient They never formed the subject o f  any general 
ie n e , and rank rather ее curiosities in the history o f  the introduction 
and establishment o f  the Penny Poet system than as objects for the general 
collector.
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F . A. P h il b k ic k  sent curiosities, among w h ich  was the only p u re ly  
fiscal stamp shewn in the room, the 2s. 6d. 1784, being the stamp 
prepared for the North American Colonies which caused the war ana 

■ ultimate loss of the Provinces to Great Britain.
This copy is believed to be unique, as the stamps were all destroyed 

in the Boston riots, and the records at Somerset House contain only an 
impression o f the die, dry struck on the register book. A  postmark of 
Dockwray’s “  Репу Post Payd,” 1683— the first penny post ever started 
in England.

Also a block of nine one penny red, with Archer’s roulette, dating- 
from October, 1867 ; another block of i d, şed, on the Dickinson paper, 
with margin shewing the plate number, several envelopes dated in 
IfiSO. with stam na rotil etted hv А гг.Ъ рУ д w o o n t]  mai" ' ‘

W■4

?
. e?

•>ел.

1850, with stamps rouletted by Archer’s -necond machine, made on the 
fly press principle, proofs in colour o f W yon’s heads for the lOd. and la  
embossed stamps, and o f the 2d. envelope, die 1 , in yellow and pink, the 
latter pierced for date plugs ; also the temporary envelopes of the 
Houses of Lords and Commons, in red and black, of 1840, one o f the 

Vİ former directed in the handwriting o f F. M. the great Duke of 
Wellington ; and the envelopes for the Houses of Parliament, in black, 
including the extremely rare 2d. o f which Mf. Ferrary holds the other 

'  known copy. '
i UnjJlĂJi — сЧл^еллл^А íy  ( v*, cx c u ^  .

Lau, <74. ffiMuu -

Ы*)*.
D.

Page 45. After line 4 from top add : A second, and slightly different form 
of these envelopes was also prepared for the use of the members and officers of 
both Houses of Parliament, the inscriptions being uniformly printed in black 
in two lines. The word Temporary was omitted, and the inscription varied 
as follows ; “  To be posted at the Houses of Parliament only,” the other 
line, “ Post Paid,”  &c., remaining the same as in the other form. There 
was also another envelope for heavier letters, which required a twopenny 
rate, and in that “  Twopence ” was substituted for “  One Penny,” and “  1 
óz. ” for “  J oz.”  The specimens we have seen are of stoutish azure laid 
paper, and in all other respects are similar to those described in the text. 
They appear to have been in use in the early part of February, as appears 
from specimens bearing the postmark of the 7tn of that month.

^  (jJ а  ч wjfxxA

^  ÜOi, f/d cfl vialta &IM, > Õ~ft1л.
O u  СЛ̂ f 1 toiAV' , (Л.~1ГиЧ. . Ý~J\ мАч ft*. Se**! fbífO

C  ŽJf ^ »CTlİI •
House o f Lords (Temporary) envelopes, 1840 red 

lmpr.nt, small size on yellow wove, also on bluish paper, laid vertically 
size 130* x 90$ mm., entire, with autograph o f the Earl of “ Ellea- 
borough ’ and postmark 4 Feby„ 1840— the only entire specimen yet 
seen. It has the left flap truncated, and the lettering is very like that 
on the smaller envelope, though a fresh setting of the type. The line 
below is differently placed with respect to the legend, the lower line of 
which terminates with a final dot, wanting in the smaller size. House 
o f Commons envelop*, in black, Id., large size ; Houses o f Parliament, 
m black, Id., large size, postmarked in 1840—ideo entire.

^  ‘ # ’ * — . .1 ч e .. J 1 4»



In the person o f Colonel W illiam  Leader Ma berly, 
formerly M .I\ for Chatham, kc., whose death was briefly 
announced by u* yesterday aa having occurred at the close 
of last week at his residence in  Gloucester-plaee, Portman- 
square, one of the oldest servanta o f the Crown and also 
one o f  the last survivors o f  the Unreformed House o f  Com
mons, haa passed away. H e was the eon o f  a  former mem
ber o f Parliament, Mr. John Maberly, o f Shirley-house, 
near Croydon, Surrey, who represented Abingdon for some 
years before the passine o f  the first Reform Bill, and who 
was e  banker and manufacturer at Aberdeen and in London. 
Colonel Maberly himself, born in the year 1798, entered 
the Army in 1815, retiring w ith the rank of lieutenant- 
oolonel in 1832. In 1819 he entered Parliament as the col
league of Lord Francis Nathaniel Oonyngham in the repre
sentation o f  W estbury, and in the following year was 
returned as one o f the members for Northampton, for which 
borough he continued to  ait down to  1830, when be was not 
returned at all. In 1831-32 he sat for  Shaftesbury, and he 
was tb e  first member returned for the newly-enfranchised 
borough o f Chatham. This constituency he represented 
from 1832 to  1834, when he retired from Parliament, being 
«■pointed by Lord Lichfield to  the secretaryship o f the 
General Post Office. Colonel Maberly was a stanch 
supporter o f  Lord John Rnsaeil and Lord Melbourne, and 
as Clerk o f  the Ordneneo, an office which ho held ш  the 
first*-Reformed Parliament, h e waa a member o f  the G o
vernment. He waa also formerly Joint-Secretary of the 
General Poet Office and a Commissioner o f Gustome, and on 
his retirement from the former position was presented with 
a valuable testimonial from the members of the service. 
Colonel Maberly married, in 1830, the Hon. Catherine 
Charlotte, third daughter o f  the late Hon. Francis A id- 
borough Fritti a, o f Corville, Comity Tipperary, and sister 
o f Lord Du nelly, and was le ft a widower in 1875.

^4 oCcjpJl @ «. ■ M -  (̂ СллЛЛХкЛ lV* 'Лл H *  P a čji*  а&Улг

CM. t S i r u



i as the Kreuz Zeitung, which exhibit far 
iff ansiety to saddle their Jewish fellow - 
rtrymen with the odium of an act of 
«rate treachery against the National army 
bich their sons and brothers serve, than to 
n the terrible consequences of such treachery, 
Jd theso allegations prove to be founded on

íe silence hitherto m aintained by the semi
ai Press, although justified in certain 
toe by the propriety o f not attempting to 
spate the _ finding of the com m ission of 
1ry №hich is now sitting at the War Office, 
increased rather than a llayed  the public 
°4 - Meanwhile the- battle has been raging 
I uay more fast and furious in  the columns 
c independent Press, anti-Sem itic and other- 
г. Lfolded public meetings have been held 
ety speeches delivered, until the clim ax was 
«1 in a statement openly m ade by an officer 
rf f erve end cheered to the echo,that it  was 
sib lei ţo expect either officers or privates to 

tv, Î l w*tb such weapons in their hands, 
to Ь л ^is Par* ^a<i fe lt it  his duty to 

ir and resign his comm ission
7l n m cur the responsibility o f leading 
thus armed under lire.

has at la st induced the North 
rravU CÍÍe ®Peah- Drawing attention to 
» eav tk°f 8UC“  symptoms, the sem iofficial 
blw»^i> prowiog excitement provoked
' at * pamphlet should impress upon the 

ies the necessity of a speedy and



N ew s b u  reached Birm ingham of tbe 
D a rjee lin g , India , o f  M r. S a m u i l  Wa l u u i 
postm aster o f  Birm ingham . Mr. Walliker 
at Bory S t. Edm ond’ s, in  1821, and was educated 
В о т . Samuel B lom fleld, a brother o f  the lát« 
London. In 1841, a  few  months after the istui 
o f  the penny postage system, he entered 
Office se rv ice . In 1848 he subm itted a pisni* 
m irin g  labour and securing greater accnrWT 
k eep in g  o f  the accounts o f  the money orda 
m ent, and in the fo llo w in g  year he carried 
the com plete revision - o f  the m oney order • 
from  tbe beginning o f  the system in 181  ̂
in volv in g  tbe investigation  o f  accounts amo«* 
60 m illion s sterling . In  I860 be proposed to I 
H ill  tbe form ation  o f  a  “  mutual guarantee 
tio n  ”  throughout tbe postal aerviee, but H 
until 36 years later that his suggestion *** 
out. In  1864 he w u  appointed postmaster < 
and in 1869 assisted the late M r. Bendami** 
passage o f the Telegraph B i l l  through the В 
Commons. In  1878 b e  was a  member of« 
com m ittee appointed to  inquire into the < 
money order system. On the retirem ent of Ib
in 1881, M r. W a llik e r  was made postmasta 
mingbam. H ere be instituted some very 
changes, and caused a  great multiplication «  
offices and p illa r-box es . Although 8*Tea 
tb гор ic  w ork , be d id  n ot take any active P** 
pu b lic  l i fe  o f  tbe c iţy . T w elve  month* 1 
resigned bia position , partly  on tbe g*®*®“ 
health, and was the recip ien t o f a pohlio **** 

« -  У У с »  . ̂  *—ХлСиЯАь АЫ.ЯТ.«« '



THE ISSUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS. 4 5

they were manufactured by hand in days when envelopes may 
be said to have been first invented, for up to that time no such 
coverings had been used except for franked and official letters 
not subjected to postage.

It was not till the end of April that the Lords of the 
Treasury found themselves in a position to fix a day on which 
the stamps could be issued to the public.

The following Notice was thereupon ordered to be issued from 
the Post Office :

“ TO ALL POSTMASTERS AND SDB-POSTMASTERS.
“ General Post Office,

" 25/A April, IMO.
“  It has been decided that Postage Stamps are to be brought 

into use forthwith, and as it will be necessary that every such 
Stamp should be cancelled at the Poet Office or Sub Post Office 
where the Letter bearing the same may be posted, I herewith 
forward for your use an obliterating Stamp, with which you will 
efface the Postage Stamp upon every Letter despatched from your 
Office. K ed Composition must be used for this purpose, and I 
annex directions for making it, with an impression of the 
Stamp. ,

“  As the Stamps will come into operation by the 6th M at, I 
must desire you will not fail to provide yourself with the 
necessary supply of Red Composition by that time.

“  Directions foT preparing the Red Stamping 
Composition :

“  1 lb. Printer’s red ink 
“  1 pint Linseed Oil.
“  Half-pint of the droppings of Sweet Oil.
“  To be well mixed.

“  By Command,
“ W. L. Mabbbly, S ecreta ry"

Z f  ^  .
■S'^L îs.On the Sftth April the aboveinotice was by another,

in which was enclosed a copy of each of the Mnlready one penny 
and twopenny covers and envelopes, and two copies o f the black 
one penny adhesive stamp :



4 6  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

“  I  beg to enclose yon two specimen _ ro-
penny stamped Covers and Envelopes, and two of the Penny 
adhesive Labels (the Two-penny one is not yet ready), which I 
must beg you will carefully preserve, in order to compare them 
in case of doubt with the stamped Letters that may pass through 
your Office, In the event of your suspecting that the Stamps 
used on any Letters are forged, you will not detain the Letter, 
but simply take the Áddress, aud report the circumstance to me 
without loss of time, in order that the Party to whom the Letter 
is directed may be at once applied to. You will observe, how
ever, that the adhesive Stamps vary almost in all cases one from 
the other, having different Letters at the bottom comers, and I 
point this out that you may not be misled by this circumstance, 
and be induced to suspect Forgery where the variation of the 
stamps has been intentional. The Numbers on the Covers and 
Envelopes also vary. You will carefully Stamp with the Can
celling Stamp that has been forwarded to you the stamped Covers 
and Envelopes, as well as the adhesive Stamps, the two former 
must be struck on the ligure of Britannia ; and in the case of 
more than one adhesive Stamp being attached to a Letter, each 
Stamp must be separately obliterated. The use of the Cancelling 
Stamp, however, will not dispense with the use of the ordinary 
dated Stamp, which will be struck on the Letter as usual When 
the value of the Stamp is under the rate of Postage to which 
the Letter, if prepaid in Money, would be subject, you will 
surcharge the Letter with a Pen in the usual manner.

“ You will acknowledge the receipt of this Letter and the 
Specimen Stamps by return of Poet.

On the same day the following Notice^was issued by the 
Board of Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes :

“  The Lords Commissioners o f Her Majesty’s Treasury having 
authorized and directed the use of Stamps for denoting the 
Duties of Postage on and after the 6th of May next, and that 
the sale of such Stamps shall in the first instance be confined to 
London, Notice is hereby given that on and after the 1st May 
next the stamps undermentioned may be obtained at this Office,

"T O  ALL POSTMASTERS, Vc. .

“  By Command,
W. L. Maberly, S ecretary."
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and also at the Sea Policy Office, Bank Buildings, in the City 
of London, in the quantities and at the prices following, vis. :

£ a d.
Two reams of Id. Stamps for covers, containing

80 sheets, or 960 Stamps. . . . 4 7 0
Same quantity o f Id. Stamps for envelopes . 4 5 0  
One ream of Id. Stamps for covers, containing

40 sheets, or 480 Stamps . . . 2 4 6
Same quantity o f Id. Stamps for envelopes . 2 3 6  
Half a ream of Id. Stamps for covers, contain

ing 20 sheets, or 240 Stamps . . . 1 2  4
Same quantity of Id. Stamps for envelopes . 1 1 9  
One ream of 2d. Stamps for covers, containing

40 sheets, or 480 Stamps . . . 4 3 6
Same quantity of 2d. Stamps for envelopes . 4 2 6  
Half a ream of 2d. Stamps for covers, contain

ing 20 sheets, or 240 Stamps . . . 2 2 6
Same quantity o f 2d. Stamps for envelopes . 2 2 0
Quarter of a ream of 2d. Stamps for covers,

containing 10 sheets or 120 covers . . 1 1 4
Same quantity o f 2d. Stamps for envelopes . 1 1 1  
Sheet o f Id. Labels containing 240 Stamps (per

sheet) ................................................................1 0  0
Same of 2d..............................................................2 0 0
“  To enable any person to sell these Stamps it will he necessary 

that they should obtain licenses as Vendors of Stamps generally.
“  By Order of the Board,

“ Charles Presslt, Secretary
eU ff

The public were л informed o f the intended issue o f the 
stamps by the following notice, which, as shown by a note 
attached to the copy preserved in the Archives of the General 
Post Office, was sent out on the 30th April, 1840 :

“ NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
AXD

“ INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL POSTMASTERS.
“  General Post O m a ,

*  A p r il/ is«.
“ The Lords of the Treasury having fixed the 6th o f  M ay  

next for the issue o f Postage Stamps, on and after that day all 
Letters written on Stamped Paper, or enclosed in Stamped Covers,
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and also at the Sea Policy Offico, Bank Buildings, in the City 
of London, in the quantities and at the prices following, viz. :

X e. d.
Two reams of Id. Stamps for covers, containing

80 sheets, or 960 Stamps . . . . 4 7 0
Same quantity o f Id. Stamps for envelopes . 4 5 0  
One ream of Id. Stamps for covers, containing

40 eheete, or 480 Stamps . . . 2 4 6
Same quantity of Id. Stamps for envelopes . 2 3 6  
Half a ream of Id. Stamps for covers, contain

ing 20 sheets, or 240 Stamps . . . 1 2  4
Same quantity of Id. Stamps for envelopes . 1 1 9  
One ream of 2d. Stamps for covers, containing

40 sheets, or 480 Stamps . , . 4 3 6
Same quantity of 2d. Stamps for envelopes . 4 2 6  
Half a ream of 2d. Stamps for covers, contain

ing 20 sheets, or 240 Stamps . . . 2 2 6
Same quantity of 2d. Stamps for envelopes . 2 2 0
Quarter o f a ream of 2d. Stamps for covera,

containing 10 sheets or 120 covers . . 1 1 4
Same quantity of 2d. Stamps for envelopes . 1 1 1  
Sheet of Id. Labels containing 240 Stamps (per

s h e e t ) .......................................................... 1 0  0
Same of 2d................................. .........  . . 2 0 0
“  To enable any person to sell these Stamps it will he necessary 

that they should obtain licenses as Vendors of Stamps generally. 
“  By Order of the Board,

“ C h a r l e s  P r e s s l y , S ecretary."

The public wereAinformed of the intended issue of the 
stamps by the following notice, which, as shown by a note 
attached to the copy preserved in the Archives of the General 
Post Office, was sent out on the 30th April, 1840 :

“ NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
ляп

“ INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL POSTMASTERS.
“ General Post Office, 

i f  *  April/ IMO.
“ The Lords of the Treasury having fixed the 6th o f  M ay 

next for  the issue of Postage Stamps, on and after that day all 
Lettera written on Stamped Paper, or oncloeed in Stamped Covers,



or having Stamps affixed to them, the Stamps in every such case 
being equal in Value or Amount to the Rates of Postage now 
chargeable on such Letters if prepaid, will pass Free of Postage 
in whatever part o f the United K ingdom they may be posted.

“  In those cases where the Value of Stamps on the Letter is 
less than the amount of the Postage to which it would now be 
liable if prepaid, the Letter will be charged double the amount 
of siich difference on delivery. An Inland Letter, for example, 
weighing more than Half-an-Ounce, and not exceeding an Ounce, 
if bearing only a Penny Stamp will be charged Twopence on 
delivery.

“ The same regulation applies to letters prepaid by money 
where the full and proper rate o f postage has not been paid in 
advance.

“  Stamps may be used for P rin ted  Votes and Proceedings in 
P arliam ent, I f  the Stamps, however, should be less in value 
than the proper rate of Postage to which these documents are 
subject, only the difference, and not double the difference, is to 
be charged. :

“  Stamps may also be used on Foreign, Colonial, and Ship 
Letters, &c., outwards. If any Letter, however, addressed to 
Places beyond Sea, shall bear an insufficient number of Stamps, it 
will be sent to the Dead Letter Office, to be returned in all 
practicable cases to the writer. Stamps are not permitted to be 
used on Letters arriving in the United Kingdom from  the Colonies 
or F oreign  Countries. In such cases therefore Letters will be 
chargeable with the same rates as they would be if not bearing 
Stamps.

“ All these Regulations will be applicable to Newspapers in 
those cases where they are liable to Postage.

“  It must be distinctly understood that it is optional with the 
Public either to use Stamps, or to forward their Letters, &c., 
prepaid or unpaid as at present.

“ The instructions issued in December, and on the 4th 
February last, remain in full force, the only alteration being 
that the Stamps are permitted to be used in certain cases instead 
of the Postage being paid in Money.

“  By Command,
“ W .  L .  M a b e r l y ,  S ecretary."

48 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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OBSERVATIONS.' ‘
To ovoid repetition end shorten the description of the Tarions types, 

t is to be understood : -
That the numbers of the issues in each division of adhesive stamps,

. ‘envelopes, wrappers, and post cards are introduced for facility of refer
ence, and refer to the issues in that particular division, unless otherwise 
stated.

That the profile of her Majesty, which is found on all the stampe, is 
•diademed, and invariably to the left, in conformity with the established 
numismatic rule that the head of the Sovereign is turned the reverse 
!way to that of his or her predecessor on the throne.

That when the background is said to be “  lined,”  the lines run hori
zontally.

That unless otherwise described, the adhesive stamps are all in the form 
of an upright oblong rectangle. Those described as being “ ordinary size ” 
measure about \ by \ inch (22| x 19 mm.) ; those described as “large 
■ » . ” 1A  by 1 inch (30x25 mm.).

That when in the summary after the description of the [stamp the 
number of any particular plate is referred to, and the word “ Plate9 is 
ip italics, it denotes that the number does] not appear on the face of the 
stamp. .

That the stamps are all gummed ; the line-engraved with brown British 
gum ; the embossed with brown foreign gum, and the surface-printed 
with white foreign gum.

That the dates given in the headings are those of the actual issue as 
accurately as is known, not that of the impression, the date of which 
frequently preceded that of the issue by some considerable period.
' That when in the paper watermarked in panes the word “ sheet”  is 

used, an entire sheet is intended, and not a “  Post-office sheet,”  which 
In the values above 2Jd. formerly consisted of a single pane. Atţfreaent 
the Post-office sheets consist of 240 stamps for the values under 2d. ; of 
ISO in one pane for the 2d., 2ţd., 3d., and 6d. ; of half a pane of ISO for 
the 5d. ; and of one-sixth of a pane of 120 for tbe Is., while those of the 
9d. and lOd. consist of one pane of 20, and those of the 4<L of 4 panes 
of 20.

The F ollowing Abbreviations are Employed:
P. and W .—“ The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of Qreat Britain 

by Philbrick and Westoby.”
P.B .—“ The Philatelic Record.”
S.C-, L.C., Crown.—Watermark of “ Small Crown," “ Large Crown,” 

“ Crown of 1880.”
S.G., M.G., L. (7.—-Watermark of “ Small Garter," “ Medium-sized 

Garter,”  or “ Large Garter.”
Emblem*.— Watermark of “  Heraldic Emblems of the Rose, Shamrock, 

and Thistle.”
Spray.—Watermark of “ Spray of Rose.”
Cross.—Watermark of “  Croix pâtée."
A ., S.A., or F .A .— Watermark of “ Anchor,” “ Small Anchor,”  or 

“  Foul Anchor.”
D.P.—“  Dickinson Paper,” with coloured silk threads wove in the paper.
Per/, or Imperf.—“  Perforated or imperforate.”



THE

POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN.

røatt 5.

POSTAGE STAMPS.

The history o f  the Post Office as a national institution 
having in the forgoing chapters been brought down to the 
introduction of Postage Stamps, we will now proceed to the 
immediate object of this Treatise ; viz., the examination of the 
various Stamps by which the prepayment of postal rates has 
been and is at present effected in the United Kingdom. Al
though the aim o f all these stamps is identical, yet it will 
appear that the means by which the result is attained are diverse ; 
and further, that in certain cases stamps have been expressly 
created to serve special purposes. To avoid confusion and 
afford greater facilities for reference it seems desirable to 
consider them in the following order :

F irst. Adhesive Stamps or Labels.
Second. Covers and Envelopes for enclosing correspondence.
T hird. Newspaper and Book-post Stamps and Wrappers.
F ourth, Post Cards.

It is then proposed to add a short description of some of the 
principal essays, trials, and proofs of postage stamps and 
envelopes, more especially of those which are chiefly interesting

E



in a historical point of view as tending to throw light, not only 
on certain stages in the production of the stamps subsequently 
issued to the public, but also on the gradual growth of the 
system which called them into existence.

Adopting this order, we proceed to the consideration of the 
Adhesive Stamps or Labels; and these will be found to con
stitute by far the most important class of stamps employed for 
postal purposes. The most obvious mode of procedure would 
certainly be that based upon the chronological order of the 
various issues ; and there can be little doubt but that such a 
mode is not only the most logical and scientific in itself, but is 
one which ought to prevail where the stamps have been issued 
in regular series. In the adhesive stamps of Great Britain, 
however, not only is there a want of uniformity in the elements 
which make one stamp to differ from another, but the issues 
themselves have been variable in the extreme, one stamp after 
another having been called into existence as it was required 
for the special exigency o f the service at the time. A  cursory 
view o f the entire body of adhesive stamps will nevertheless 
show that there are special features common to many of them, 
and that they are capable of being rationally divided into three 
categories, dependent on the method by which they arc 
manufactured. They will consequently be considered under 
the following sectional heads :

S e c t i o n  I, Line-engraved Stamps.
S e c t i o n  II. Stamps embossed in relief
S e c t i o n  III. Type-printed Stamps.

It will be found that by adopting this mode o f classification 
much unnecessary repetition will be avoided. The chrono
logical order of issue of the several stamps in each section will 
be observed as far as possible, and each value will be examined 
seriatim  through all the phrases it has exhibited from the date 
of its original issue to the present time.

5 0  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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vV ^  лллл<<Ŵ t ' 't'fx A o jjJ T u o j : 4i-C rt /\Jtr+-, < J ^
^uv*iciA /Ь|o o i^ cc^ C y  r -^ o/ c rţ  -H u c /K x ^ r ^ t  слу /i£c /-^4-4İy
utl « Ь л .^ ,  /W ~ .J  c ^ * . , Z y  yL a  ^  e< «^ _

C y t ^ ţ y c o f  fdL o. tL. - ^ « u ,  ^  t v ^ v ^  _  / / ^ 7 . <, Ч ^ ,ч
v * * ? ;  -* * ^ )í7^c

V’ft  a.4 Í4J ^ fO  n^u i  /L , , ,A  M-JIIS/Г? £ -Л-C (L- tĆLAA<_ 4JL- fø  ^>w /  VU4 ol̂ /^ * * 4  J /yV f/,
A 1 . W ^ S »

^ Y  £&?' lU v-K  fc Л ^ fo/n. f/f 'HiCXoJ /«Lij* { 4x1, ^-+644*. t a n í  /w /jJ (
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regard to tbe in jnry which was 
to bave been done by photography to art, a 
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Cole, who was acting in that Department as assistant to Sir 
Rowland Hill,* * * § applied to Messrs. Bacon and Petch (now 
Perkins, Bacon, and Co.), of Fleet Street and Whitefriars, 
London, engravers on and printers from 3teel plates, f  a firm 
principally known as engravers and printers of bank-notes for 
many private and joint-stock hanks, by a process introduced 
into England by the late Mr. Jacob Perkins, the original 
founder of the firm. By this process, a design engraved on a 
steel plate was reproduced', on any number of similar plates 
absolutely identical with the original, even to the most minute 
details, so that in fact the number o f perfect impressions which 
could bo obtained was practically without limit J Through a 
misapprehension of the requirements of the Lords o f the 
Treasury this firm had not sent in any proposal in answer to 
the invitation of “  My Lords," though specimens of reproduc
tions made by the process had been circulated as illustrations 
to an article on the New System of Postage in the London and 
W estm inster R eview .§ On its being explained to Mr. Bacon 
that for Adhesive Postage Stamps such as were required, a 
design of about the size of an inch square would suffice, he 
considered that the multiplying process as employed by his

* Sir Rowland Hill was, in September, 1839, attached to the Treasury 
to assist in carrying into effect the new system of the uniform penny 
jK)3toge, (See Life of Sir Rowland Hill, vol. i. p, 871.)

f  Report of Committee of 1862. Answer of Mr. Bacon to question 
1692.

X Mr. Jacob Perkins was a native of Massachusetts, and came to 
England ш^1819. He was possessed of great inventive talent, not only 
in hie own particular profession as an intaglio engraver, but in various 
branches of mechanics. Three of the principal discoveries he brought over 
to this country were :—a method of softening steel, which enabled him to 
engrave upon it with the greatest facility, and theu of hardening it again ;— 
а process by which engraving might be transferred from steel to steel, 
thus multiplying to any extent the plates to be printed from ;—and a new 
nnd elaborate style of ornamentation by means of geometrical lathe-work. 
This latter, produced by a machine which was an improved adaptation of 
the Roso Engine, was employed in engraving the fine retjculated pattern 
introduced into the background of the stamps in this Section.

§ London and Westminster Rovino, voi. xxxiii. p. 491.
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firm might be applied to the production of them, and he 
accordingly submitted designs and proposals which were 
ultimately accepted by the Lonls of the Treasury, and the firm 
was commissioned to furnish a supply of adhesive stamps so 
soon as the necessary dies had been completed. A contract was j  t i  
subsequently entered into/Tor one year from 13th April, 1840, 
whereby that firm agreed to deliver the necessary quantity of 
stamps, printed and gummed, to the Inland lievenue Depart
ment at Somerset House at the rate of 7 id. per 1,000, the 
paper being supplied bythe Government.* This contract was 
renewed from time to time for various periods and under altered 
conditions until, on its expiration at the close of the year 1879, 
the Government decided on adopting the typographic or surface 
mode of printing for the stamps in this section which was in use 
for the other values then current, and Messrs. De La Rue and 
Co. became the successful competitors for the new contract.

Before proceeding to the examination of the stamps in this 
Section individually, we will notice some particulars common 
to the whole of them, and commence by giving a brief descrip
tion of the process by which the steel plates employed for the 
production of the impressions were constructed.

P l a t e .— The original die was the handiwork of the engraver, 
who engraved the proposed design in intaglio on a flat plate or 
block of softened steel, which, when completed, was carefully 
hardened, and constituted what was technically termed the 
“ matrix,’’ or mother die. By means of powerful pressure, applied 
by a compound lever, impressions from this matrix were taken 
on a “ roller” of softened steel, which evidently wore cameo 
impressions of the original die. This roller after having been

* By the contract made between Messrs. Bacon and Fetch and the 
Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes (now the Commissioners of the 
Inland Revenue) of the 5th May, 1843, the (irice was fixed at 6Jd. per 
1,000, and if the annual quantity exceeded thirty-two millions then the price 
was to be 6d. per 1,000. A subsequent contract for five years from the 
5th July, 1851, fixed the price at 5Ä per 1,000, with a .special stipulation 
that if a more expensive kind of adhesive matter was required than that 
then employed, the Government was te bear the extra cost.



hardened was employed to transfer an impression from its face 
on to a plate of softened steel, and by repeated operations pro
duced as many rows of impressions as were required to compose 
the sheet of stamps, each of which impressions was an exact 
facsimile of the original die. The bur caused by the action 
of the roller was then removed ; the letters in the angles were 
inserted with steel punches, the legends on the margins of the 
plate were added, and the plate number, as also the official 
number of the plate, were filled in. After being hardened the 
plate was fit for use; but in order to insure accuracy in all the 
details, plate-proof impressions were taken off in black ink on 
ordinary paper before any stamps were actually printed from it. 
These having been duly verified were destroyed by the inspecting 
officer always present on behalf of the Inland Revenue Depart
ment. This system of checking for errors was in all cases 
invariably followed, and proved to be a useful and efficient 
protection against what may be termed errors of engraving.

L e t t e r i n g . —Lettem were at first inserted in the blocks in the 
two lower angles only of the stamp ; those in the upper angles 
of the one penny and twopence being filled in with Maltese 
crosses. These letters served tb determine the position which 
the stamp occupied in the sheet ; but the real object of intro
ducing them was to provide an additional protection against 
forgery, it being “  thought at the time that any considerable use 
or sale of stamps so printed, all having the same letters, and 
being sold separately, not in sheets, would necessarily attract 
attention, and lead to inquiry.”* The sheet (with the exception 
of the one halfpenny) consisted of two hundred and forty stamps, 
disposed in twenty rows, of twelve in each row. The upper row 
bore the letters A.A., A B ,, A.C., A D ., Ac., up to A L . ; the 
second row the letters B .A , B.B., B.C., B.D., Ac., up to B.L. ; 
the third the letters C .A , &c,, up to C.L., and so on to the 
twentieth or last row, which bore the letters T .A , &c., up to 
T.L.; the first letter denoting the place of the stamp in the 
vertical row, and the second its place in the horizontal row.

* Evidence of Sir Rowland ШИ before*thu Committee of Ib&Z.
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In 1858 the Maltese crosses in the upper blocks of the two
pence were suppressed, and letters were substituted, an alteration 
which was carried out a few years later in the one penny. This 
latter system of notation, which was subsequently extended, not 
only to all the stamps in this Section, but also to most of those in 
the Third Section, appears at first sight rather more complicated 
than the former ; hut on examination it will be seen that no 
alteration was made in the lettering of the lower angles ; while 
the upper ones were filled in by repeating the same letters, but 
placing them in opposite angles, diagonal-wise. Thus a stamp, 
for example, occupying the third place in the fourth row, which 
under the first system bore the letters D.C. only in the lower 
angles, continued under the new system to bear the same letters 
in these angles, while the upper angles would he occupied 
by the same letters transposed ; viz., C.D. There can be no 
doubt but that this latter system presented an additional safe
guard against the fraudulent use of any stamps that might be 
only partially or imperfectly obliterated, a protection not enjoyed 
in an equal degree under the former ; for if by chance a stamp 
of a certain value were obliterated in the upper part only, and 
another of the same value were found obliterated in the lower 
part, the unobliterated portions might be brought together so as 
to form a stamp which would probably pass muster, and the 
defrauder might allege that the cutting of the stamp was the 
result of an accident; but with the new system such a plea 
became almost hopeless, the chances against the two halves 
bearing the same letters being exceedingly romote, as the 
only stamps in a sheet of two hundred and forty, where the 
letters do not admit of inversion, are the twelve which bear the 
same letter in all the four angles, thus leaving two hundred and 

■ twenty-eight stamps in the sheet where ̂ li llaranf eembinations of
the.letters must appear. Instances of the species of improper and 
fraudulent manipulations above referred to are so rare that it is 
presumable that the system proved an almost effectual protection 
against such artifices.

P l a t e  N u m b e r . —The plates used for printing the stamps in

I



this Section havo always been numbered, by which means a 
register has been kept of the performance of each plate. These 
numbers have followed in consecutive order, except when inter
rupted by some special circumstances. The number is inserted 
in each corner of the margin of the plate within a small tine- 
lined circle ; but as regards the one penny and twopence, this 
has not been so from the commencement. In the case of the 
one penny the number was originally introduced into the margin 
at all four corners of the plate without any addition, and this 
continued until plate No. 98 of Series II. was reached (10th 
March, 1865), when a tine-lined circle enclosing the plate num
ber was added, and continued to the close of the Series at the 
expiration of the contract at the end of 1879.* In the case of 
the twopence the numbers were inserted in the margin at all 
the four angles until plate No. 12 was reached (1st January, 
1868), when the numbers were enclosed in tine-lined circles at 
the two corners, similarly to the one penny as above described, 
and so continued down to the expiration of the contract.

P aper.—The paper on which the stamps in this Section were 
printed was hand-made, with ragged or “ deckel” edges all round 
the sheet, and was manufactured by^lcssrs. Faircroft and Co. at 
the Kush Mills, near Northampton, under the inspection of an 
officer of the Inland Revenue Department. The sheets, after 
having been made up into reams of five hundred, were forwarded 
direct to the offices of the Department in Somerset House, and 
there counted in and out, every sheet being rigorously accounted 
for.

„ The oolour of the paper was greyish-white, and, like all 
hand-made papera, it has varied considerably in thickness at 
different periods, f .*■ •

* Coincident with the enclosing C(f,th<̂  plate number within a circle, 
another number was introduced into the upper aud lower margins, which 
was the “ official” number of the plate. —

t This is especially noticeable in some of the one penny stami®, 
particularly those printed about the summer of 1870 (plates 139-144, 
Series ii. ), which are on comparatively thick paper, differing materially 
from those appearing in the autumn of 1876, which are found on paper 
so thin as almost to resemble pelure paper.
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Page 56. The text and note state that Plate No. 98 of Senes II. of the 
one penny was the first that showed the number of the plate in the margin 
of the sheet in a small circle, and that at the same time another number, 
termed the “  official number,”  was also introduced. The reason of this 
alteration was, that between the dates of the registration of Plates Noe. 97 
and 98 Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co. were employed by the Inland 
Revenue Department to print certain fiscal stamps connected with the 
Registration of Deeds in Ireland, and the plates for these stamps were 
entered in the plate-ledger kept by the department along with those of the 
postage stamps. For the future the account was kept in double columns, 
the number in the first column representing the consecutive number of the ,

Slates, whether for postage or fiscal purposes ; that in the second, the nom- г^( : t
er of the plate of each particular species of stamp, this latterbring that ' 1

which is of any interest for our purpose, inasmuch as it corre fponds with 
the numbers inserted in the framework of the stamps themselves.
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W a t e r m a r k s .— From the first creation of postage stamps in 
England watermarks have been introduced into the paper on 
which they have been printed. These watermarks are produced 
by affixing patterns of the required design on the wire gauze of the 
frame which receives the pulp in the process of the manufacture 
of the paper, and as this is consequently thinner whore the 
[»ttern is affixed an impression is left behind, visible on holding 
the sheet to the light. The patterns themselves (technically 
termed “  bitu") are made of thin brass or fine wire, and are supplied 
to the manufacturers of the paper under the direction of the 
officer in charge. They are so arranged on the frame that one of 
the impressions produced shall appear in each space destined to 
be occupied by a stamp, except in the paper manufactured ex
pressly for the one halfpenny (1870). The presence of water
marks in the stamps has always been considered as offering one of 
the most effectual impediments to forgery, and that this opinion 
is well founded is, we think, amply borne out by experience.

It is evident that the principal danger apprehended by the 
Lords of the Treasury in carrying out the projected issue of 
adhesive postage stamps was the possibility of forgery, and 
their apprehensions on this head were constantly kept alive by 
the prophecies of croaking alarmists which day by day appeared 
in the public journals. Even Sir Rowland Hill himself was 
not free from them.* Every precaution was consequently 
taken to place obstacles in the way of the dreaded evil. The 
danger of fraud did not, however, lie so much in this direction 
as in the fraudulent use of stamps a second time, rendered 
possible either by the omission of the officials to obliterate 
them, or by the removal of the effacing marks when made, a 
species of fraud that fortunately could not be carried on to any 
great extent Even on the first of these points Sir Rowland

* Sir Rowland Hill, writing in 1871, says: “ My apprehensions, how
ever, happily proved groundless ; only two attempts, so far as I know, 
ever having been made, and both of a very bungling character, though 
in one the author was cunning enough to escape detection. In the other, 
which occurred iu Ireland, the offender was convicted and punished ; the 
detection occurred through the fact that a young man had written to his 
sweetheart under one of the forged stamps, and enclosed another for her 
use iu reply.”—Life of Hir Howland. Hill, vol. i. p. 397.



H ill him self says, that “  there was a good deal to complain of at 
the outset, so much so that a certain amount o f  discredit began 
to attach to the stamps as a whole.”  A s regards the removal of 
the effacing marks by cleaning, this was done rather from mis
chievous than from fraudulent intentions, though it was not put 
a stop to until changes had been made both in the oblitérant 
ink and in that used for  the impression o f  the stamps.*

* The effacing marks, as has been mentioned in the introductory 
chapters, were originally ordered to be made in red ink, which was most 
probably chosen by the Post Office officials from the long habit they 
had acquired of stamping in red everything which was paid. This, as 
we learn by an extract from Sir Rowland Hill's diary, dated 21st May, 
did not prove efficient. “ Several more cases," lie writes, “ of stamps 
wholly unobliterated, or very nearly so, have come within my knowledge, 
and all sorts of tricks are being played by the public, who are exercising 
their ingenuity in devising contrivances for removing the obliteration 
stamp by chemical agents and other moans." The principal chemists of 
the day were consulted, and many experiments made with inks variously 
compounded, while endless suggestions came in from all quarters. Sir 
Rowland Hill at last drew up a Report “  containing all the information 
then possessed, and recommending for the present, obliteration in good 
black printing ink prepared in a peculiar manner, and the printing of the 
adhesive stamps in coloured inks—blue as before for the twojieuny ones, 
but red for the penny ones, both colours to be oleaginous, but at the same 
time destructible, the aim being to render the obliteration so much more 
tenacious than the postage stamp that any attempt at removing the 
former must involve the destruction of the latter.” >

The obliteration in black ink began to be brought into use about the 
month of June, and was applied to the stock of stamps on hand. 
“  Within three weeks from the date of the Report a chemist, named 
Watson, hail succeeded completely in the removal of this obliteration by 
a process which, though very simple, inexpensive, and effectual, in 
relation at least to the black stamp," proved so slow as to demand nine 
minutes per label iu its application, so that the danger to bo apprehended 
was not very formidable. But when Sir Rowland Hill’s own clerk 
succeeded in effecting the operation at the rate of one per minute it was 
necessary to reconsider the question, as this rate was quick enough to 
render knavery profitable. At length, it having occurred to Sir Rowland 
Hill that “  as the means which were successful in removing the printing 
ink oblitérant were different from those which discharged Perkins’s ” ink, 
a secure ink might be made by the addition of certain ingredients used in 
this latter to the printers' ink. “ The device succeeded, and the ink so 
formed proved to all intents and purposes indestructible.”—Life of S ir  
Rowland Hill, vol. i, pp. 399-404.
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L in e  E n g r a v in g .—A lecture on line onerar- 
ing waa delivered last evening by Mr. Louis Fagan 
at the London Institution. The lecturer—dealing 
first with his subject from a technical point or 
view—stated that, although now ont of fashion, 
the art was the most important of the various modes 
of metal engraving. It was called line engraving 
because the entire result was obtained by means of 
liues eut into the plat» with an instrument termed 
a burin, or graver. The graver acted like a plough, 
but the latter was pulled while the former was pushed, 
and it was this peculiar movement which esta
blished the wide separation between the graver andati 
other instruments employed in the arts of design. It 
would, he said, be useless to resume the discussion 
as to Italy’s or Germany’s right in olaiming the 
invention of engraving. Eminent scholars assigned 
such good reasons for so many diverse opinions that 
the question was further from settlement than ever. 
Be would therefore set aside all such discussions, and 
direct the attention of his audience to worka 
executed by English artists only. The British school 
of engraving, like the British school of painting, 
might be called more catholio than that« of any other 
country, because its pioneers were of foreign extrac
tion. On the other hand, England had produced men 
who, especially in the art of engraving, could be 
compared with the best artists of Italy, Germany, or 
France. In the 18th century a new era of line 
engraving began, destined to raise England's reputa
tion in this branch of art to its highest point. AJfter 
referring to the principal works of Sir Robert 
Stiange, William Woollett, and William Sharp, the 
lecturer, speaking of line engraving in general, re
marked that the importance of Cultivating the art 
became self-evident, considering that it waa by this 
means alone that it was possible to translate a fine 
picture into the phase of print, and that its success 
required a combination of judgment, feeling, and 
manual dexterity all developed in the highest degree. 
The perfection to which other modes of engraving had 
attained, to say nothing of the numerous photographic 
processes, accounted, he regretted to say, for the 
neglect and indifference^ of a nobler style. He 
would not depreciate other modes of engraving, but 
surely no method accomplished what line engraviog 
in perfection was capable of. The problem which 
the line engraver had to solve was the rendering of 
prismatic hnes in endless combinations in black and 
white ; and as an example of this he asked them to 
,'IopI  at of Tnţnei’s engţaved composition».



_________ vï iun any ut tne leading Car-
linals would suffice to convince a stranger that 
hey are the most conservative body of men in  the 
vorld. and that the very idea of having to transfer 
he Papal See to another place is obnoxious to 
•hem. Therefore, whenever the election of a new 
эоре requires the convocation of a Conclave, it is 
nore than probable that a candidate of moderate 
'iews w ill be elected, whatever the gossips at the 
Vatican may say on the subject at present.—Onr 
hen Correspondent.

A LONG SLEEP.
BRESLAU, Ja x . 31.

A most peculiar cate of prolonged sleep iaat present 
ccupying tho attention of medical circles in Ger- 
íany. A miner named Jobann Latus is at present an 
unate of the hospital at Myslowitz, in Silesia, 
'here ho was admitted 4$ months ago, and since then 
11 efforts to wake him have been fruitless. Dr. 
lbers, the doctor attending him, is of opinion that 
he apparent sleep ie really a state of catalepsy, 
hough medical science haa on record no previous case 
f such a prolonged nature. He baa arrived at this 
onclusion on account of all the limbe being abso- 
ately rigid. The appearance of the man, however, 
etrays no sign of this. The body lies quite still, the 
reathing is regular, and there is a healthy colour in 
he cheeks. In the last few days the body has become 
auch less rigid, and the patient has even made souse 
light movement, without, however, the eyes opening 
ir the condition of apparent sleep being in any way 
Ustur bed. In the 4} months that the sleep has lasted 
he hair has increased in length, but the beard has re
named stationary. Nourishment to the extent of two 
о three litres of milk is administered daily by a tube 
userted into the throat.—Reuter.

SAMOA.
AUCKLAND, Fxb. 1.

Advices from Samoa, dated 23d ult., report that 
•he Government expedition against the rebels has had 
•he effect of inducing a number of llataafa’s fol- 
owors to abandon his cause, and the dancer nf * eJ»n
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LINE-ENGRAVED STAMPS. 5 9

I m p r e s s i o n .— The sheets were struck off by hand-worked 
copperplate printing presses furnished with a back movement, 
by which the sheet was returned to the workman after it had 
received the impression, an invention due to the mechanical 
talent of the late Mr. Jacob Perkins. At the time of the ex
piration of the contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, & Co. 
there were thirty-eight of these presses engaged in printing the 
stamps in this Section, each of which was capable of turning 
out from four hundred to five hundred impressions per day.* 
The number of impressions which could be taken from each 
plate before it became unfit for service varied considerably. 
One was known to yield under twenty-four thousand impressions, 
while there are instances of others giving more than a million 
before they were destroyed as unfit for service. The average 
number, however, taken from the plates constructed after the 
deepening of the lines on the die of the one penny and twopence 
was about half a million.

A sheet of stamps printed in black from Die II., prior to the 
adoption of the lettering in the four angles, was exhibited by 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. at South Kensington, from 
which one million of impressions had been taken without any 
appreciable wear of the plate.

I m p r i m a t u r .— Whenever a plate is actually brought into use 
for the first time, copies of the first impressions struck off are 
brought by the officer of the Inland Revenue Department charged 
with the surveillance of the operations on the premises of the 
contractors to the offices of the Department at Somerset House, 
with his certificate of the date when they were struck off, for the 
purpose of receiving the imprimatur of the Commissioners. This 
imprimatur is endorsed on one of the sheets, being applied by

* Questions have been asked bow it was that stani]», especially those 
of one penny, purchased at the Post Offices, frequently bore plate numbers 
lower than those purchased previously ; but it must be borne in mind that 
if thirty-eight presses were employed at any moment printing the same 
value, each press must have been supplied with a plate bearing different 
numbers. This reason is quite independent of the fact that Post Offices 
frequently issue fresh stock before the old is exhausted.



virtue of the Statute 3 and 4 Viet., c. 96, and until it is given 
the impressions from the particular plate do not legally denote 
the rate of duty which the stamp purports to represent. In 
short, the Commissioners by this imprimatur allow the impres
sions from the particular plate to represent stamp duties, and 
put them under the protection of the law. The date of this 
imprimatur is necessarily subsequent to the commencement of 
the printing from the plate, but precedes the date of issue to 
the public frequently by some months, and occasionally by years, 
in the case of a continuous issue. Copies of the sheets so struck 
from each plate, with the original imprimatur endorsed, are 
preserved in the archives of the Inland Revenue Department 
at Somerset House.

G u m .—After the sheets were printed and dried, the adhesive 
matter, or, as it is termed in the legend on the margin, the 
“  cement on the back,” was applied by the contractors for the 
printing. The composition originally employed was of a 
brownish-yellow colour, but very deficient in adhesive properties, 
and was moreover exceedingly disagreeable to the taste. Mr. 
Joshua B. Bacon, then senior partner in the ärm of Messrs. 
Perkins, Bacon and Co., when examined before the Committee 
of tho House of Commons in 1852, in reply to question 1724, 
said, “ Our gum is composed of potatoţştarch, wheat starch, and 
gum.” * Before the same Committee, Mr. Edwin Hill, Con
troller of the Stamping Department at Somerset House, said that 
the gum was “  potato starch slightly burnt or toasted,” a con
dition implying that it was dextrine, which is starch that has 
been exposed for a certain time to a heat of about 400° Fah. 
Messrs, Perkins, Bacon and Co. iniform us that up to the rtJ 
middle of the year 1855 the adhesive matter was simply potato

* Mr. Bacon, the son of Mr, Joshua B. Bacon, and the present senior 
partner in the firm, to whose courtesy wc are indebted for many of the 
details we are able to give with respect to the manufacture of this inter
esting series of stamps, considers that this statement as to gum entering 
into the composition of the adhesive matter was due to some misappre
hension, as he believes that no gum was ever employed iu combination 
with the starch.

60 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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LISE-ENGRAVED STAMPS. 61

starch,* but that at that period, in order to add to the adhesive
ness of the stamps, a certain quantity of gelatine was added. 
This had the effect of rendering the composition much whiter in 
colour and less disagreeable in use than before, though it was still 
deficient in adhesive qualities. Great dissatisfaction was ex
pressed by the public on this account, as vast numbers of stamps 
failed to adhere, and were found loose in the letter-bags. With 
a view to improve the adhesiveness two coats of the composition 
were applied to the sheets in 1866, and this in some degree 
remedied the evil ; but the long use of the potato starch 
composition was in reality due to the Ш-conceived notions of 
economy on the part of the authorities.+

Owing to causes into which it does not appear material to 
our present purpose to prosecute any inquiries, necessitating 
chemical research, an action was under certain conditions set up 
between the ink of the impression and the adbooiv» matter, jy 
which resulted in a discoloration of the intervening paper, a 
blue or greenish blue tinge being communicated to the stamp.
In many cases the tinge might more properly be described as 
green ; but this appearance is due mostly, if not entirely, to the 
yellow hue of the adhesive matter combining with the blue of 
the paper. This discoloration not only varied considerably in 
intensity, but, like all stains made on paper by chemical agency 
of a similar kind, was unevenly and capriciously diffused, a 
condition especially noticeable on the sheets preserved in the 
archives of the Inland lievenue Department at Somerset House,

• An account of this substituto for gum may be found in Hmise hold 
W ortls for 15th May, 1852, where it is mentioned that in the second year 
of Messrs. Perkins and Co.’s contract a rumour was spread tlint the 
adhesive matter on the postage stamps was a deleterious comjiosition 
made from the refuse of fish and other disgusting materials. “  The Great 
british Gum Secret” was then spread fnr and wide, and the public was 
extensively informed that the postage lal>el poison wus made simply of 
potatoes !

In commerce it passes under the name of “  British Gum," lieing exten
sively used hy calico printers, and is in reality roasted potato starch.

+ Sec mpra, p. 63, note.



62 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
-По

fø  frem which in order -to- receive the imprimatur tiţe adhe
sive matter waâ ţsemiwi.od ■ f ro m  the b a c k . Some of these are 
blotchy, the blue tinge being in patches ; in others it is much 
more uniformly distributed ; some are deeply stained with the 
colour, while in others there is scarcely any, if any, tinge of 
blue.

The one penny stamps printed in ordinary black printers’ 
ink show no traces of discoloration, nor are any to be found 
in some of the essays printed in red-brown. The earliest 
impressions of the twopence also are free from discoloration, 
though it is apparent in those of a subsequent period, but not 
in an equal degree with the contemporaneous impressions of 
the one penny printed in red-brown and carmine-red. These 
latter scarcely ever fail to show the discoloration, which 
appears to have reached its maximum point between 1848 and 
1852, It then, seemed to diminish gradually, but few 
specimens being found deeply blued, and it finally ceased in 
1856. -

1

From these appearances a notion sprang up that the one 
penny and twopence had been printed on blue paper. But there 
is not the slightest foundation in fact for this idea, as the paper 
was invariably greyish-white, and the tinge of colour is entirely 
due to the chemical discoloration of the paper in a greater or 
lesser degree.

twiOlíicÍAaÃJ- That this discoloration was caused by the aombinod action 
^  J  of^the ink and the, .adhaaivo matter is evidont, becausê *-the 

margins of those sheets evea-whio^tko adhoaivomattei InurtiT- 
4oadod-Çre- fenmd-fco.be faie frem tdiscoloration, though a strong 

. tinge of blue prevails to the extreme boundary to which the
тЬм' printing reaches. So also in many of the essays of colour for
1 * the one penny printed with a blank comer, the paper is found

in its pristine condition in every part not covered by the 
impression, even to the blank letter blocks in the angles, while 
the rest over which the ink has passed is deeply discoloured.

Again, the condition of the imprimatur sheets before referred 
to shows that the ink and the adhooivo matter did nob-q/- them-

Л-



Page 6t. In this and the following pages we gave a summary of some of 
the principal theories which had been propounded to account for the blue 
appearance found more or less in the paper of all the stamps of the line en
graved series printed between 1841 and 1857, but more especially in those of 
one penny ; and we concluded by saying that we believed that a chemical 
action between the ink and the gum was set in motion by some ingredient 
in the ink. This notion of the gum being the principal factor in producing 
the discoloration of the paper was one not only of traditie n among phila
telists, but one evidently shared by Mr. Edwin Hill when examined before 
the Committee of the House of Commons in 1852, during the very height of 
the plague (see p. 63) ; and, in spite of latent doubts, we felt distrustful of 
propounding any new theory of our own, especially as it did not appear that 
it was at all incumbent on us to do so. The discovery and verification of 
one or two essential facts have, in our judgment, set this question finally at 
rest, and have completely demonstrated tliat the gum had no share whatever 
in producing the discoloration.

The reasons for changing the colour of the one penny stamp from black to 
red are set forth in the note at the foot of p. 58, as also the recommendation 
that the stamps should he “  printed in coloured inks, blue, as before, for the 
twopenny ones, but red for the penny ones, both colours to be oleaginous, 
but at the same time destructible.” A search recently made by Mr. 
Pearson Hill, among the papers of the late Sir Rowland Hill, resulted in the 
discovery of a number of experiments made at the period when this change 
was determined on, a short notice of which will be found at page 193 of wíe 
Philatelic Record, voi. iii. Several of these trial stamps are there described 
under No. 16 : “  Some printed in fugitive ink without, and some with oil ; * 
while “ some are on plain paper, others on paper dipped in prussiate, on 
paper with magnesia, on paper with tartrate. Others, again, have prussiate 
•m the colour. These experimental impressions further show how the 
several papers were acted on by the various shades of colour employed.

Passing from these experiments to that mentioned under No. 25, we find 
that in March, 1841, impressions of the one penny and twopence were streck 
off on “ Dickinson” paper in the colours then in use; viz., brown-red for 
the one penny, and blue for the twopence. The sheets were gummed, and 
both now appear deeply discoloured. But the experiment mentioned in No. 
26 is that of the greatest importance ; for this sheet, which is an impression 
of the one penny in brown-red, never teas gummed, and yet is deeply dis
coloured. The account of the state of this sheet as given in the Philatelic 
Record is not thoroughly accurate. The blue stains are. in fact, not confined 
to the limits of the printing, but extend slightly beyond them to the distance 
of about a millimètre, as is especially noticeable in the inscriptions on the 
margins, where the stains are found following the up and down strokes of the 
lettering, though the effects are more particularly shown in an accidental

Slash of colour on the margin. This splash is entirely surrounded with a 
ue marginal stain, broadest where the splash is thickest, similar to the 
greasy stain produced by a splash of oil-paint on the wall-paper of a room. 

These appearances clearly indicate that the stain is caused by some in
gredient m the ink, which is absorbed by or runs into the damped paper. 
What this ingredient is we are unable to say. Mr. Bacon (p. 64) says alum ; 
but we should be inclined to think it was pnissiate or some like salt, the in
tensity of the discoloration produced by it depending either on the quantity 
employed or on the extent to which it. had combined with some other in
gredient employed in the composition of the ink, whereby its action was 
rendered more or less powerful. The effects are most ap[»arent in the red-ink 
impressions, especially in that peculiar tint of red which, for lack of a better 
mode of description, has been called brown-red, and was employed by 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., not only in printing the English one penny 
stamps, but for one of the values of the Mauritius (type, Britannia seated), 
sent out by them in April, 1849 ; as also for the first batch of stamps of the 
Pacific Steam Navigation Company, and the earliest issues for Trinidad and 
Barbados. The effect was less marked when blue ink was used ; but it is 
found intense in the 6d , brown-violet, of Ceylon, while it is less observable, 
though still apparent, in the green of Barbados. These examples serve to 
show either that the ingredient entered more into the composition of the ink 
of some colours than into that of others, or thai it acted on certain colours, 
or shades of colour, more freely than others ; and this view is confirmed by 
the results of the experiments mentioned under No. 16.

c<7 Ý ifT n iL íd  ó v c i l e a f .



But while it must Ъе admitted that an ingredient in the ink was the prin
cipal factor in producing the discoloration, it is by no means clear that the 
subsequent application of a coating of hot gum did not operate to distribute 
the stain more generally over the surface of the back of the sheet. A 
careful examination not only tends to support this hypothesis, but also to 
show that the hot liquid exercised some influence in attracting the discolora
tion to the surface over which it was applied, or it would be difficult to 
explain the fact that the discoloration is almost invariably found more vivid 
on the back than on the face of the stamp. The green tinge on specimens 
coated with the original gum is, of course, owing to the combination of the 
yellow gum with the blue stain.

A  further and most important corroboration of these views is to be found 
in the condition of the registered sheets. It was erroneously stated at p'. 62 
(top of the page) that the adhesive matter was removed previously to the 
endorsement of the imprimatur or certificate of allowance. Norguin was 
ever applied to these sheets, so that the phases of discoloration they show, 
aa set forth at p. 62, cannot possibly be attributed to any action of gum ; 
while they are not inconsistent with the notion that the application of the 
hot gum was instrumental in distributing the stain more generally over the 
back o f the sheet. ___
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talvea. gad alone som bias to product the discoloration, but that 
Ле action when set in motion operated with uncertain and 
irregular force. Further, it is clear that when the cause 
operated, the chemical action was set in motion immediately, 
though the discolouring effects developed themselves sub
sequently in a greater^degree, and in this subsequent develop
ment it is by no means improbable that atmospheric influences 
were indirectly concerned. .

Tho faal difficulty tharafnra lies |fn determining what this 
exciting cause really the solution of question /^aaí ĉwa. -
must be sought for nithss in thn inlr. thn раргт rr thu adhooiv»  gyŢ
aatto, од in some of the elements amnpreuwg Лсд*. iam(L a 'er*, (fa*

Mr. Edwin НШ, in his evidence before the Committee above АС>Л*-'С - 
referred to, attributed the discoloration to the “ alum used in 
sizeing the paper,”  setting up “  a chemical action botween the 
gum and the printing ; ” but this theory seems to be difficult, 
if not impossible, to reconcile with the facts as disclosed by the 
appearances on th effipnm atiir sheets, bMitfaS wfafth the quantity 
of alum/vemployed in the size is very minute, and would be 
evenly distributed over the paper. He further mentioned 
“ that some sheets when gummed presented none of the 
objectionable appearances, whereas others gummed with gum 
out of the same cask showed them in a most decided manner,” 
from which he inferred that the exciting cause was not in the 
gum.

Various other theories have been advanced from time to time 
to account for this discoloration, one alleging that it was due to 
iodine, another to the potato starch ceasing to operate after its 
admixture with gelatine ; the advocates of the one theory 
seeming to be ignorant of the effects that iodine would produce 
on potato starch, and the others arguing regardless of dates, 
for there is not a trace of blue discoloration to be found on any 
sheet of the one penny stamps subsequent to the commencement 
of 1857, and yet the first batch of the stamps of three-halfpence 
printed as essays on 22nd March, 1860, are most deeply tinged 
with the blue discoloration. _



e>f<u'Aч

We believe that the exciting cause which set in motion the 
chemical action between the ink and the ̂ рнн is that which has 
been communicated to us by Mr. Bacon ; namely, that it is due 
solely and entirely to the use of alum as an ingredient in the 
composition of the ink. This ingredient was introduced in a 
greater or lesser quantity for the purpose of brightening the 
colour of the ink, but the use of it was discontinued after it 
had been discovered thatţ, it was injurious to the steel of the 
plates. As far as it is possible to be ascertained, the abandon
ment of the use of this ingredient* and the cessation of the 
discoloration were simultaneous. The appearances also of the 
гтрггтаЩг sheet^bwut-to confimythis view. The normal colour 
of the impression of the one penny, as will be seen subsequently, 
was red-brown, which in some cases approached to a carmine 
tint. The first sheet where the blue appearance absolutely 
ceases, never to reappear, is printed in quite a different shade, 
being a brick-red, and no subsequent impressions in red-brown 
are to bo found, as the colour gradually fell into a lake-red, and 
so continued, to the close of the contract.

We have possibly been somewhat minute on the question of 
the discoloration of the one penny and twopenny stamps of 
this section, a discoloration which commenced with the intro
duction of destructible colours in the printing ; but it is one 
which has always created discussion, and been the subject of 
controversy among philatelists, and we have therefore thought 
it right to state all the facts which hnuo somo to ou» knowledge, » 
miri we have been at some pains to ascertain, as well as
to indicate the inferences which in our opinion may properly be 
deduced from them.

P erfo ration . — The sheets after having been printed and 
gummed were returned by the contractors to the Inland Revenue 
Department at Somerset House, there to undergo the final 
process of perforation. Up to the year 1854 the one penny 
and twopenny (%tamps were issued to the public imperforate ; 
but in, that year machines were brought into use for perforating
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way into the economy of the manufacture of postage stamps, 
that it may be safely said, nine-tenths of those at present in use 
throughout the world are machine-perforated under one form 
or another.

In the year 1847 Mr. Henry Archer, an Irishman, proposed 
to the Marquees of Clanricarde, then Postmaster-General, the 
adoption of a machine invented by him, “  whereby the stamps 
might be separated without the necessity of using knives or 
scissors.” The matter was referred to Mr. Bokenham, then 
Controller of the Circulation Department at the Post Office, and 
to other officials, who, in their report to the Commissioners of 
Stamps and Taxes made on the 14tlfOctober, 1847, stated that 
the machine appeared to be a clever and useful invention ; that 
they were thoroughly convinced that postage stamps separated 
by it, having jagged edges, would adhere to letters far better 
than those cut from the sheet by knives or scissors ; and they 
concluded by submitting that it was most desirable the in
vention should be adopted. In the report of the Commissioners 
of Stamps and Taxes subsequently made to the Lords of the 
Treasury, the invention is described as being one “  for piercing 
the portions of the paper intervening between the labels by a 
series of cuts, in such a manner as to admit of their being 
detached singly without use of knife or scissors,” a system 
known to stamp collectors as perçage d la roulette, involving 
merely cuts in the paper without removing jmy portion of its 
substance. On the 7th January, 1848, the report was approved 
by the Lords of the Treasury, stamps subjected to its operation 
were authorised to be circulated, and orders were given that the 
machine should be set up and tried on the premises of Messrs. 
Bacon and Petch, under the superintendence of Mr. Edwin 
Hill, the Controller of the Stamping Department at Somerset 
House.

When a practical trial of the machine was made, it was found 
that the piercing rollers by which the cuts were made, speedily 
wore out the table on which their edges descended, and but 
few sheets were perforated, as this defect soon put a stop to

F
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further experiments.* Archer then, with the help of a prac
tical machinist, modified the machine by introducing a series of 
lancet-shaped blades, but on trial this also failed, partly from 
the same cause as before and partly from the blades becoming 
blunted against the tabla

Examples of the stamps, which are the result of both of these 
experiments, are preserved at the Post Office, and some few 
sheets found their way into the hands of the public, though the 
number must have been very limited, as specimens are exceed
ingly rare, but when found they may readily be distinguished 
from each other. In the first, the cuts vary in length, and the 
distances separating them from each other are unequal, while the 
cut itself is irregular and jagged, and the stamp is seldom left 
square at the angles. In the second, the cuts are straight and 
clean, widening at the extremities, and they are much closer 
together, and at more regular intervale.

In the year 1849 Archer, who from time to time had been 
assisted by the advice and suggestions of Mr. К  Hill, produced 
another machine, constructed on the principle of perforating 
the intervale between the stamps with a series of holes punched 
out of the substance of the paper. The first experiments were 
not successful, but after repeated alterations the machine was 
got to work Other difficulties now presented themselves, which 
Archer alleged were owing to obstructions placed in his way by 
the contractors for the supply of the stampa In this he was 
entirely mistaken, the real cause of the principal difficulty being 
due to inequalities in the sizes of the sheets, arising partly from 
the damping previous to the printing, but ebief^ from the plates 
varying in size, according to the amount of pressure employed 
in their preparation. Still the machine itself was far from being 
perfect, as is evident from the trials, which show a series of

/UkiûİM

* The first apparatus offered by Archer consisted o f two machines to be 
used in snccession, one containing a roller carrying thirteen little spur- 
wheels placed the width o f a stamp apart ; the other with twenty-one similar 
spur-wheels the length of the stamp apart. The sheets were passed first 
under the roller o f the one to have the longitudinal lines of perforation 
pierced, then under the other for the cross lines.
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Pagei) 67 awl 69. Previously to the actual publication of this work we 
took occasion, in p. 377 of the Addenda, to correct the statement that 
Archer’s third machine produced oval holes, as an examination of several 
specimens of such like perforations failed to satisfy us that they were-досев- 
sarily produced by this latter machine, which from the first was fitted with 
round needles. The first perforating machine constructed for the Govern
ment by Mr. Napier commenced working in October, 1853, brit was solely 
employed for perforating receipt and draft stamps. The perforation of 
postage stamps did not commence till the 27th January, 1854, on which day 
a trial was made on fifty sheets of one penny stamps, after which the per
foration of these stamps was continuous. We have searched ’ineffectually 
through many files of old letters between 1847 and 1854 for а рег/огШШ 
stamp bearing a date prior to the 27th January, 1854 ; for such a stamp, if 
found, must nave been perforated by Archer's machine, unless done un
officially. As to irregularities in the shape of the holes, these occasionally 
have occurred even recently ; but they are, in our opinion, entirely due to a 
slight shifting of the sheet or to like accidental circumstances. Neither 
have we met with any specimens gauging 15. It is true that many of those 
reputed as gauging 16 do not accurately represent that perforation ; but 
the variation seems to us rather to be due to the imperfect working of the 
needles than to any difference in the actual spacing of them.

The statement (» .  67) that the principal difficulty in bringing Archer’s 
machine into a workable condition was solved by arranging the needles so as 
to be capable of adjustment, must not be understood to imply that they 
could be separately altered in their relative positions as regards one another. 
The adjustment of the entire alignment or row of needles was. from the con
struction of the machine, the only movement that was possible, and that in 
but one direction ; so that, however manipulated, no variation could be

S reduced in the number of holes punched in any given space. W e mention 
iis, as it appears that an erroneous conclusion nas been drawn from the 

statement in the text.
We may add that the first perforation of the twopenny stamp was on the 

31st January, 1864 ; but neither the perforated stamps of one penny nor 
those of twopence appear to have been issued to the public before the 
month of Пая following.
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irregular aeajfflhaped holes, misplaced moreover with regard to 
the edges of the stamps, owing to the machine failing to retain 
the sheets firmly in place during the process of perforation.
Many sheets were spoiled, but some were allowed to pass, and 
were used in the post. Specimens are o f the extremast rarity, 
but when met with may be recognised hy the irregularity and 
oval shape of the holes running sideways to the margin o f the 
stamp.*

It, however, became apparent in the course of these experi
ments that the new system was free from the great objections to 
which the former one was open, and that the best chance of 
success lay in attempting to improve the last machine. Archer 
having refused to continue his experiments on the premises of 
Messrs. Bacon and Fetch, a room was placed at his disposal at 
Somerset House, where Mr. E. Hill could devote more time to 
the supervision of them.

It would be foreign to our purpose to recount here the history 
of the progressive development of the machine, which led to its 
ultimate success. Those curious on the subject may read it at 
length in the Parliamentary Blue Book o f the proceedings of 
the Committee o f 1852 j suffice it to say that the principal ? «*/
difficulty was solved by arranging the needles or punches so аз  ̂ л 
to he capable of adjustments These needles were disposed in 
euch manner that sixteen holes were perforated hy them in a t
length of ţwQ centimètres or 07874 inch. , ,  ,

Arclíer^aíť^Síentííř й а^ ^ ас^ тед ^ Ь  ic h was woifked 'f>y'A*,v 21 f l  (rf,
hand vfith tolerable facility, and was at length considered as 
sufficiently satisfactory for practical use. The question then 
remained as to what compensation he should receive, a question 
which in his first proposals he had offered to “  leave open until 
the plan succeeded." A  long correspondence with the Treasury 
ensued, and in 1852 the matter was referred to a Select Com

* Archer stated, in hie examination before the Committee of 1852, that 
daring the course of the various trials about five thousand sheets were 
experimented upon. Those which were not spoiled were, he said, partly .
distributed by him, while the rest were sent to country Poet Offices for a a l ***• 
й 4*tÀL с*л* “  f t .  f vu*., а» к . t « -i

Î-S -fi- S-l- [щ. . vt* 23-. i bi  ).
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mitfcee of the Ноше of Commons, who reported in favour of the 
perforating system. The government, shortly after the report 
was made, settled the question by paying Archer a sum of 
£4000 for his expenses, and for the purchase of the right to 
use his invention during the term of his patent, which has of
course long since expired,* /

í

i l  J M

Åa soon as the purchase of the machine mid the right to use 
it had been completed, Mr. Jaaiea ц /  Napier, £ m  able mechanical 
engineer, was ordered to construct several ťhachines adapted for 
working by steam power, and he modified the arrangement of 
Archer’s machine very considerably. Mr. E. Hill also suggested 
several improvements in the machines before they left Mr. Napier’s 
workshops, and after the two firet were set to work at Somerset 
House considerable alterations and other improvements were 
made by him and Mr. Ormond Hill. The machines constructed 
by Mr. Napier perforated sixteen to^the two centimètres ; but a 
change was tried in the spacing in March 1855,^fourteen needles 
being introduced into the space before occupied by sixteen, as 
with the closer holes both the steel bed plates of the machines 
and the perforated sheets were found to be too tender, the 
former frequently splitting, and the latter often tearing too 
readily along the lines of holes, so much so as to render the 
counting of the sheets very difficult. The experiment proving 
satisfactory, a similar change wa-^/ud^-in all the machines suc
cessively, and this gauge has ever since continued to be employed 
for the whole of the ordinary sized postage stamps, and is found 
by the public to be convenient in use as permitting an easy 
severance of the stamps ; while at the same time sufficient paper 
is left to prevent this occurring too readily.

• Mr. Ormond НШ, formerly Controller of Stamping at Somerset 
House, to whose kindness many of the details here given are owing, 
informs us that Archer was not possessed of any inventive power or 
mechanical knowledge, but having imagined or picked up a good idea 
was entirely dependent on others for the mode in which it should he 
carried out, and being almost without means he went from one mechani
cian to another, and got each to work for him upon the hope of being 
paid when success was attained. "When the Government purchased the 
machine and the right to use it, he told Mr. Hill that he had to pay 
about £2000 amongst the several mechanicians that had so aided him.-̂ " jiA-

L̂  «Ь- t imin
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. '" f ? 4 otus у^м П отГ НаГ 94., buyers ; Oetõbsr-Dssem- 
Lla 9İj elosín* quiet. M ay,12a 3d., plus %, teller«, 

June 12s. 3d, plus V». «eUera l2a 3d. buysra ; July, 
lüw a 12a 1)44, Isas 4 . buyers ; October, 11», 1 0 4 4 , lest 
î r B , buyeraJsousry. February. March toldat 12a. less 
i roods 3d. lower in toms сама Taten, first cobea, 19». Sd. ; 

* enubed, 17a 64  ; Martineau'» cut loaf, 18a ed.; Tltlar'a

te'e Lirerpoot crystals—S m » 19» id .: small, 18s. ; seconds, 
irda 17» P ise« meet a fair demand at »toady pricea 
-The market Is firm and рейха to many casee are Is. higher 
k. Id auction today 3.135 bagf Coat» Ще» chiefly told, 
u? to middling greenish, 95s. 64  to 97a ; coloury. Säe. 64  

Г  » « ,  102s. 6d. to 104a 6d. 320 hags Guatemala at 9ta to 
a  New Granada sold at 92s. to 89a 389 toms Nicaragua 
at 97a Cd. ; peas at 118s. 80 bags Cobaa sold at 105a 64  
■ вш  it  108» to m »  2S bags Singapore Liberian bought 
i 229 bags Käet Indian, mostly told, medium to bold, at 
s : email, at 96a 6d- to 97» 64 14 package» Ceylon sold 

-----  ■“  let Mocha withdrawn. On q n y  teem»107» 247 hall-bales
Bantas partly sold at 79» 

total change in quotation»
6d. to 90s. 6d. i quiet

he market continue* firm, 
islet but steady.
: —Business wss dons in T N  orange, October delivery, at 

L 83», boyer» К », sellers ; July, 13» 6 4 , buyers, 85» 
A  Ms., « т у т »  85» 6 4 , Sellars ; September, 85», buyer» 
A 0 gamel, June, 78», buyer» 80» sellers ; July to 
buyer» 81», sellen.

-Tbs merkst is firmer, and American future* doe* rather 
rotation* Madras—Ttoneveliy, good fair, 5%d. ;1 good.
Western, fair, Id. ; good fair, 4 7-164 ; r a d , Б4 ; 
food fair, 4%d. : good. bfcd. : Oooanada, fair. 4 11-164 p 
1 18-ltd. ; good. od. ; 8  srat—Dbollarah, good fair, 4444 ;
; fina Б 7-164 : Oomrawatte» good fair, 411-164 : eood. 
Но» И44 ; Sc! od» good fair, 3 13-164 ; goo4 41-1*4 ; 

64 ; hM gii, good fair, 313-164 ; good, 4 1-164 ; fia» 
r lb. From Memur» Bobért Barbour aad Brother's Riport, 
chestor, May 30 7—We report a strong markst throughout 
. Produsere fur the moat part are now deeply enga*ed,and 
dhen firmly to advanced quotation», about % 4  »o *44 
m , aad 34  pst pleo* In good medium qualiti.ee of shirt- 
taseriptioot of goods have participated to this advaoer. A 
is than ef the improvement in demand is due to the rise 
exchangee earned by the Bill to increase the coinage aí 
Mure the Legislate re of the United States of America, 
r. Ihii should ont pas» a nolla pie would ensue, whilst on 
■od, should it ultimately reoeive sanction a further oon- 
ipeard movement to the exchanges woald for soms Urns 
r trad» in the greater Asiatic centres, as the natural effect 
“> proportionately cheapen import» and in oooaequenoe 
ary loss upon the holden of unrealised shipments which 
taight at a much lower sate of exchange, and would, 
he comparatively high priced. The tendency of values for 
t is dstnr under the Innaanne af roeeat buying, 
o n .—FrieaUnd butter a bettor marke» Aneet 74» to 78». 
il? 8Gl  Not much change to other imports. Danish, 
t tad 100»  No «bangs to Copenhagen quotations this 
”sandy and Brittany butlers remain at previous rate» For 
*°P prices of ordinary best basket» 94a ; extra mil4  98» 
be latter (rolls) firet» 13» ; seconds. 12» ; third» 11» per 
Cheme trade slow, American new 45» to 47» ; Dutch

4 . Л%т Am 4P.



P IL F E R IN G  OF POSTAGE 8 1 Щ

TO THE EDITOR OF ТТТИ TIMES 
Sir,—I  have recently had occasion to'ti 

Postmaster-General's attention to the w  
placed in the way of Ъоу-clerks and oth^L 
system of purchasing postage stamps from 
at post-offices, which leads to a good desi i
pilfering. In reply, the Postmaster-Genealk 
dressed a Letter to me, an extract from white* 
joined ; and as it contains information that aţ| 
some service to the mercantile world, yon щ,) 
it worth while to lay it before your readers. 

Very faithfully yarns,
J. НЕНЖКЕВНВЦ

SÖ, Baton-square, S .W, ß j
“  General Post Office, London, Hr 

"  Sir,—The Postmaster-General has had tó* 
your letter of the 16th inst., together with the a 
from а letter from Messrs, ft. Viekero and 8« 
Leeds, which you forwarded, and I am directedj 
R aikes -to point out that merchants and ottes 
already secure themselves against the pilfes 
stamps by their employé» by having their stas* 
forat ed with their initials as recommended! 
Port Office QvÀde, page 27. Postmasten u 
strocted not to purchase any stamps so vertente!

“  It has recently been suggested tbatitaaţ 
forated with a simple cross should also be я 
when presented for sale;at a post-office, audite 
master-General will have no objection tosili 
the prohibition to stamps marked with a eroa l 
considerable number of persons should think it i 
while so to mark their stamps ; but, in regard к 
foratine with a crose, it is obvious that sucha 
tion affords much less security against theft Ш 
existing method of perforating the owner’s imlâ 

“  The perforation of postage stamps with ÜK« 
of the owners is undertaken by the penou t 
names sad addresses appear at page L9L3 ot ite 
Office London Directory,’ viz. J . Eloper, % 
William-street, E.C. ; F. Braham, Post-оЙа 
Tabernacle-street, E.C. ; Allchin and Go., Pc*  
England-laue, N.W. ; and the Initial Psita 
Company, ö, Little Love-lane, Wood-street, E.C, 
Eloper being, it is believed, tbe original pfl 
and manufacturer of machines for the purpose.

14 In regard to the case of theft at Leeds alin 
by Messrs. Vickers, I am to add that eves on 
stam]» are not purchased repeatedly of the sawf 
without inquiry, and that a lad becoming W 
the frequency of his visits fox the purpose of * 
stamps would be called upon to account » 
possession of them. There is, however, no hs 
tion at the Leeds Post-office of the youth re 
to by Messrs. Vickers. ,

‘ ‘ I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient«*
“  T. E. Siri

"  J. Hetmiker Heaton, Eaq., M.P .”
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The machines subsequently шей contained further and im
portant improvements, devised about six years ago by Mr. Thos. ^
Peacock, one of the superintendents in the Stamping Department.
As so constructed they were extremely ingenious, perforating as 
many as 5500 sheets per hour, instead of the old rate of 3200.*
The perforating needles at each descent perforate an entire row 
of stamps horizontally, and each side of the stamp longitudinally, 
so that three sides of the rectangle are perforated at each step of 
the procesa There is consequently one row of needles as long as 
the horizontal row of twelve stamps on the sheet, and at right 
angles to this are thirteen short rows capable of adjustment in 
euch manner as to adapt the machine either to the perforation of 
a sheet where the stamps are close together, or where they were 
printed in separate "  panes,”  as was formerly the case with most 
of the stamps in the Third Section.

Although the actual gauge of the perforations is fourteen, yet 
it not unfrequently occurs that on bringing the edges of two 
stamps together, both of which are perforated to the same gauge, 
it is found that the indentations do not exactly correspond. At 
other times it will be found that though the top lino of inden
tations may gauge fourteen, the side ones are somewhat finer, 
and vice vereă.\ This arises from a variation in the size of the 
needles where worn ones are replaced by new ones. Instances 
occur occasionally where, by a fault of the perforator, some 
of the rows of stamps have been twice perforated nearly in the 
same spot, the effect of which has been to cut away a portion 
of the first perforation, thus producing a very fine jagged £ ^ ^ 0*1 
edge along two sides, and oval holes at the other two. These^ 
must be carefully distinguished from the work of Archer’s . '  
machine, which punched irregular «val holes on all four sides, j

• At present, as will be noticed hereafter, лкааяЪ the whole of the , 1 ,
perforation is done by the contractors for the printing.

t  According to the system adopted by philatéliste no account is taken 
of the size of the perforated holes, the test being only that a certain 
number of holes, large or small, should be found within a certain space.
This is no doubt a defect in the system, and one which it is easier to point 
ont than remedy.



70 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.

1. T he One P enny (1840).

Date of Issue, 6th May, 1840.

D esign. D ie L— That the design for the adhesive postage 
labels must present a portrait of the Queen seemed to be almost 
a foregone conclusion, against which no argument was admis
sible; but it was also considered that by adopting a portrait, 
with the features o f which the officials must necessarily become 
familiar, any forgery of the stamps would be more readily detected. 
Accordingly the Lords of the Treasury, in accepting the pro
posals made to them by Messrs. Bacon and Petch, selected a 
design embracing the portrait of Her Majesty with a back
ground of ornamental lathe-wort A drawing by Mr. Henry 
Corbould of the obverse of Mr. William Wyon's Medal,* struck 
in commemoration of Her Majesty’s visit to the City on 9th 
November, 1837, which, following the numismatic rule, repre
sented Her Majesty as looking to the left, was taken as a model 
for this portrait, the engraving of which for the postage label 

■ was entrusted to Mr. Chnrioo Heath. That eminent artist en
graved it in line upon a steel die, and a finer specimen of engraver’s 
work was perhaps never executed. + The intricate reticulated 
background surrounding the head, and the framework o f the 
sides, were engraved mechanically by Messrs. Bacon and Petch 
by the application of one of the inventions o f Mr. Perkins before 
referred to.J On a tablet above the head is the word postage,

* This celebrated medal, afterwards engraved by Freeboim by anoglyff- 
tograph, was the work of Mr. William Wyon, a.в.a. ,  Chief Engraver of 
Seals to the Queen, and Engraver to the Mint, and not only served as a 
model for the head of Her Majesty on the adhesive postage labels, bnt 
also, as we ahali see hereafter, for that executed by Mr. Wyon for the 
embossed stamps. Mr. Wyon died in 1861.

t  Mr. Heath died 18th November, 1848. He was occupied six weeks 
in the engraving of the head on the die, which, as completed, did not 
include the whole of his labours, as essaye show that it woe the combined 
outgrowth of two others previously engraved by him. He received the 
sum of fifty guineas for his work.

1  That this background was considered as one of the principal features 
in the stamp is shown by the following extract from Sir Rowland Hill’s
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Page 71. The reference in the text to the foot-note is wrongly marked 
with an asterisk, and should he to the note below'. We may here remark 

. that the use of the term “ Maltese crosses,” as describing the device in the 
upper angles of the first adhesive stamps, and the watermark in the paper 
employed for the stamp of five shillings, lias been objected to as being 
incorrect. We advisedly made use of the term for reasons of convenience, 
as this device has been always so designated and known ; but the nomen
clature is erroneous, and should in strictness be Cross Pâtée, in which, as 
seen by reference to the watermark on the five shillings as shown in the 
frontispiece, the outer lines are parallel to those of the enclosing rectangle, 
whereas in the Maltese Cross two sides of a triangle are drawn inwards front 
the points of the cross to an apex towards the centre, instead of the present 
straight line which would serve as the base to the triangle.
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LINE-ENGRAVED STAMPS. 7 1

in white letters, on a ground of close vertical linee ; and below 
is another tablet, with the value in full, one 
penny, also in white Jettera, on a similar ground.
In the four angles are white blocks one-tenth of 
an inch square, for the reception of the letter
ing, which up to the year 1860-1 was confined 
to the two lower blocks, the upper ones being 
filled in with ornaments in the form of Maltese crosses.*

The stamp so completed forms a plain rectangular parallelo-

Ristory of Penny Pottage, which we wonld recommend to the consideration 
of the authorities of the present day, who, in the immunity fiom fraud 
in the matter of stamps which the Post Office has hitherto enjoyed, seem 
to have forgotten all the precautions which were originally taken to guard 
against it. Sir Rowland Hill writes : “ It will be easily perceived that if 
imitation cannot be effected without resort to the means above described, 
as used in the production of the stamps, forgery is in itself impracticable ; 
since no forger can have the command of very powerful, delicate, and 
therefore costly machinery, requiring for its management skilful and 
therefore highly paid workmen. If the Queen’s head alone constituted 
the effigy, something in imitation might be done by the aid of lithography, 
or some other such copying process ; hut this fails when applied to the 
extremely delicate lines already mentioned as constituting the background, 
which in the lithographer’s hands do but smirch the paper.” — Life of Sir 
Rowland Hill, voL L p. 408.

Jjf J The die itself is a plate of steel abont a quarter of an inch thick, 
and from two to two and a half inches square, and was engraved in the 
following manner: A  rectangular piece of mechanical lathe-work waa 
first of all engraved upon it to form the background, a portion of which 
in the form of the profile was scraped out, and on this blank space Mr. 
Heath subsequently engraved the head of Her Majesty. The tableta with 
the words postage and one penny were then added, with blank squarea 
in the four corners, in the two upper ones of which Maltese crosses were 
subsequently engraved. The original matrix of the one penny was then 
complete. That of the twopence was made from a reproduction of the 
one penny die, the words two pence being substituted for one penny in 
the lower tablet, and this constituted the original die of the twopence. 
By this means absolute uniformity of design was secured for the two 
vaines. It ought to be mentioned that one and the same roller impression 
was need to create every one of the two handred and forty impressions 
forming the plate of stamps, and other impressions on the roller wen 
similarly used for other plates. Hence for each plate bnt one roller im
pression was used.



gram, measuring about three-fourths of an inch in width by 
seven-eighths of an inch in height, or 18J by 22£ millimètres.* 

Considering the novelty of the task, it must be admitted that 
the result, both as regards design and execution, proved highly 
successful, the best evidence of which is that it retained its place 
in its original form for nearly forty years, during which period it 
was not only the parent of thousands of millions of impressions 
for the requirements o f its own country,+ but has served as a 
model for the postage stamps of half the countries of the world. 

D ie IL — Towards the close o f the year 1854 the large and 
increasing numbers o f inferior impressions attracted the notice 
o f the authorities, when it was represented to them, that, how
ever fit the original matrix was to produce roller impressione

* It will be observed that the English and French measurements 
frequently differ from each other, as one has not been taken from the 
other, but both have been taken separately. The French one will conse
quently be found the most accurate, as the scale admits of more minute 
subdivisions than the English, without the necessity of having recourse to 
decimals or very minute fractions.

f  In the Life of Sir Rowland Hill the editor gives a return from the 
Board of Inland Revenue of the number of postage stamps issued from 
the 27th April, 1840, to December 81st, 1879, which we here transcribe.

7 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN,

1,800,278,320 Labels of • •• . . . И
20,899,868,040 » • •• • •• ld.

42,888,180 19 . . . lid .
888,620,280 n • •• . . . 2d.
105,829,824 »1 . . . 2id.
168,628,040 99 »+• 3d.
163,815,820 »1 . . . 4<L
168,721,280 >9 . . . 6<L

4,608,720 99 • •• 8d.
7,886,080 99 . . . . . . 9<L
6,988,478 99 ... lOd.

126,988,940 »9 . . . . . . Is.
8,476,820 99 2s.
6,174,282 99 . . . 5s.

8,014 99 • •• 10s.
8,014 »9 ... ... £ 1.

The money value of the above represents a little more than £1111 
millions sterling, of which about 881 millions are contributed by the one 
penny stampe alone.
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THE POSTAGE STAMP ACCOUNT OF THE YEAR,
f $ f y . -----------------

I t  is almost beyond the ordinary powers of the mind to realize what is 
meant by hundreds of millions, and yet in giving the following summary of 
the postage stamps issued to the Post-office during the year from 1st April, 
1889, to the 31st March laet we have to deal with such figures. To all it 
will be instructive, for even our more juvenile readers may exercise their wits 
at calculation.

A dhesive Stamps.
i  penny . 411,609,168 9 pence . 5,074,580

1 »  • 1,541,217,204 10 it ■ . 240,100*
l i  pence . 35,968,400 1 shilling . 10,651,320
2 „  . 17,706,420 2s. 6d. . . 600,278
24 „  • 45,267,240 5 shillings . . 399,846
3 „  . 30,686,518 10 „  . . 113,157
4 »  • 12,070,640 1 pound . . 60,555
5 „  . 8,327,400 5 pounds . . 13,256
6 „  . 46,949,548

* Issued in February Last.

P ost Cards.
4 penny, stout . 98,271,539 14 pence . . 46,440

ditto reply . 1,301,600 (fitto reply . . 7,800
4 penny, thin . 65,056,473 2 pence . . 65,640

ditto reply . 941,280 ditto reply . . 6,000
1 penny . 3,141,480 3 pence . 192,800

ditto reply . 67,360
W rappers.

4 penny . . 143,169,840
1 • . 1,392,720

E nvelopes.
1 penny . . 18,247,440

R egistration E nvelopes.
2 pence . . 4,673,820

T elegraph F orms.
6 pence . . 5,356,100

10 „  . . 245,875

To these figures, large as they are, must be added the number of cards, 
wrappers, ana envelopes stamped on materials supplied by the public during 
the same period.

Post Cari» .  45,027,000
W rappers, id . 21,443,000 

„  Id. 693,000
Envelopes. 11,376,000

The money value of all this represents over £ 12,000,000, in which penny 
stamps figure for above half the amount.

t
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Раде 73. Note J. We have lately examined a collection prepared for 
the use of the authorities, consisting of specimen copies of all the stamps as 
taken from the sheets of impressions struck from the various plates sent in 
for registration prior to the plates being “  put to press ” and printed from for 
issue to the public, The specimens thus collated comprise not only im
pressions from the plates actually printed from for use, but from several 
others prepared and approved, but which for some cause or other were not 
made use of. Some specimens also are found in colours different from those 
in use when the plate was called into service, while others are printed on 
paper showing an earlier watermark than that current when the printing 
commenced. All these specimens are imperforate, and may be considered as 
proofs, or first impressions from the various plates, and the collection will be 
referred to as the Official Collection (O. C. ).

We find in the О. C. specimens from Plates Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, and 8, struck 
in black, and no other plate is found till Plate No. 12, which is struck in 
red, the colour that had been adopted previously to that plate being regis
tered 25th February, 1841. From this time the series runs on consecutively 
to 204, with the following exceptions : N0. -6# is omitted ; 77 В is added 
after 77 ; after 148 six reserve plates, R. 1 to R, ö, are interpolated ; R. 7 
is inserted after 154 ; R. 8 to R. 11 after 166 ; and R. 12 to R. 14 after 177. 
Plate 204 is, as is stated in the text, the last in Series I. ; all made from the 
original Die I. > ------------
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adapted to ordinary circumstances, yet that it failed to produce 
them of sufficient depth to withstand the actual strain on the 
platee, which wore out with such rapidity as speedily to yield 
weak and indistinct impressions.* It was therefore determined 
to construct a new matrix without interfering with the original 
one. For this purpose a reproduction of the original die was 
put into the hands of Mr. William Humphrys, a very skilful 
and careful engraver,+ who limited his work to deepening the 
linee on the die, chiefly apparent in the shading of the face and 
the folds of the hair, making some slight alterations in the 
profile o f the nose, and rendering the eyelid more distinct, as 
this latter, barely visible in the best of the impressions, was 
entirely invisible in the majority o f them. The die thus altered 
was subsequently exclusively used for the construction of the 
plates, of which two hundred and four had been constructed 
from the original matrix. J Platee constructed from the re
touched die were brought into use at the commencement o f the 
year 1855, when a new series was also commenced. Impressions 
from Plate No. 1 of this new series were approved of on the 
15th January, 1855.

The original die wifi be designated Die L, and the retouched 
die, Die IL ; § and in the majority o f cases no difficulty arises 
in discriminating between impressions taken from them. Some

Л- • .Between the 12th December, 1848, and the SOth November, 1864, no 
fewer than one hundred and twenty-three plates were constructed.

t  Mr. W. Hnmphrys was employed by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. 
principally in engraving vignettes for bank-notes and other like securities 
printed by them ; but some of the Colonial stamps furnished by that firm 
were due to his burin. He died at Genoa, 21st January, 1885.

t  It must not be supposed that the manufacturers necessarily bad re
course to the original matrix wheneVer it was requisite to construct a new 
plate. This was only necessary when fresh roller impressions were required, 
all of which were taken direct from the matrix.

The actual number of the plates constructed front Die I. was two hun* 
‘ •d dred and ainntmn, consisting of two hundred and four regularly numbered, 

one duplicate (7713) and funi teen reserve plates, numbered R. 1, R. 2, etc.
§ To prevent mistakes, the second dies, both of tbe Id. and 2d., had new 

engraved upon them. ( Vide in/., “  Essays,” itc.ji. 2 dj ■



badly-printed impressione from Die IL  are, it is true, liable to 
be mistaken for impressions from Die L, and in such cases 
nothing but careful and minute examination will solve the 
question ; still, as a rule, the more finished and regular appear
ance of the impressions from Die II. will leave no doubt as to 
the origin of any particular specimen.

P l a t e .— The plate consisted of a single pane of two hundred 
and forty stamps in twenty rows o f twelve in each row, thus 
having the facial value of £ 1 , and constituting a Post Office 
sheet. On each of the margins the following legend was en
graved in italics: “ P r i o r  Id. per label; Is. per row of 12; 
£1 per sheet. Place the label a b o v e  the address and towards 
the r i g h t - h a n d  s i d e  of the letter. In wetting the back be 
careful not to remove the cement.” In addition to the plate and 
official numbers there was a. floriated ornament on each side- 
margin opposite the point between the tenth and eleventh rows, 
serving to facilitate the division of the sheet in half.

Sometime, most probably in the year 1861, an alteration was 
made in the plates by the insertion o f the plate numbers in the 
reticulated framework of the stamps in minute numerals in 
white, an alteration which had been carried out in the year 1858 

in the two şenny value. This was effected 
by "engraving**the numerals on the roller 
impression used for producing the plate 
prior to its being hardened. At the same 
time the lettering, which up to that time 
had been confined to the two lower angles, 
was extended to the two upper angles, and 
block, or Egyptian, letters substituted for 

the Roman capitals previously employed. These changes were 
effected when Plate No. 69 of the second series appeared, the 
impression from which bearing the im prim atur is not found ;*

9
* The impression from Plate No. 88, with the imprimatur dated 18th 

January, 1858, as also the impression from Plate No. 72, the imprimatur 
on which is dated 14th March, 1881, are to be found in the archives at 
Somerset House ; but impressions from Plates Nos. 89, 70, aad 71- are not

7 4  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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Pa^e 74. Plate N0. "69, in the s taní pe of which the plate numbers of the 
one penny were first introduced, was constructed in 46<в. From some cause 
or other, which does not appear, this mate was never put to press, nor were 
any impressions for registration struck from it. Impressions of Plate No. 70, 
constructed some time after, were struik off for registration ; but owing to a 
defect the plate was defaced boferoj it was put to press, and the few 
«аесшмааьstruck off wore » st- issued ta the rubli a»- f r f  were either kept in 
the office őr distributed amongst amateurs. Plato No. 71 was the first with

(ru\
-Unt,

ť
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the plate numbers inserted in the stamps, of which impressions were issued 
to the public, and, with Plates Nos. 72, 73, and 74, was registered in March, 
1861, though not put to press till 1st March, 1864, prior to which date seven 
other plată (Nos. 76 to 81) had been registered. Of these Plates Noe. 7Ö 
and 77 were never put to press, being out of the square, and consequently 
not adapted for perforation. Plates Nos. 82 to 88 were registered on 1st 
March, 1864, from which date the printing from the numbered plates of one 
penny may be considered as having commenced, though the stamps were not 
actually issued to the public till about two months after.

Plates Nos. 126 ana 128 were never put to press, the former in conse
quence of defective lettering, the latter as being out of square ; but with the 
exception of these and Plates Nos. 75 and 77 all the plates, from 75 to 225, 
were printed from, and specimens are to be found, though for some reason 
difficult to understand certain numbers are less frequently met with than 
others. Specimens of Plate No. 225 are rare ; but this is readily accounted 
for, as this plate was not put to press till a little more than two mouths prior 
to the expiration of the contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., in 
December, 1879. Plates Nos. 226, 227, and 228 were constructed, but were 
never used.
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Although M. Regnard in his catalogue of 1863-4 had noted that the 
2d. of Great Britain had appeared with the numbers of 7 and 8 in the 
margins, yet no notice seems to have been taken of these and of the 
numbers on the One Penny in any of _ the magazines till I called the 
attention of philatelists to the subject ini March, 1879, although the plate 
number had been noticed in the De La Rue issues ; and 1 argued that if 
importance was given to the numbers of the plates on these, an equal 
measure should be accorded to the issues of the engraved stamps. By the 
following June 1 had received many letters from collectors, one of whom 
informed me that he had collected many numbers, the first being 58, and 
then there was a hiatus up to 71. Investigations subsequently undertaken 
by Mr. Philbrick showed that 58 must be an optical delusion, and that 
nothing existed before 71, though he possessed alHn»perforateJ70 that had 
been presented to the late Mr. Stainforth as a curiosity, and thus had come 
into his possession. This led to further enquiries, when it was ascertained 
that plate 69 was the first on which the numbers had beeu affixed in the 
margin, and that though the rollers for plates 69 to 74 had been made in 
April, 1858, yet it was not till December, 1860, that plate 69 was completed, 
and plate 70 in January, 1861, and these were quickly followed by plates 
71 to 74. The last four plates only were registered, 69 and 70 not being 
accepted from some cause or other. No impression whatever is known of 
69, and most probably only the registration sheet of 70 vrarprinted, and the 
plate having beem refused, specimens from the sheet were given away. 
Certainly no copies.were struck for issue or perforated, and the plate/ V
w4E§ defaced before the issue was made. _  ̂ ----------- -

I heve been told by some of those who search after possible varieties 
that they have discovered errors in the plate numbering on the stamps, 
the number on one side differing fron» that on the other. If they would 
only bring a little reflection to bear on what is said at page 72 of The Postage 
ana, Telegraph Stamps of Great Britain, they would find that such an error 
ie impossible without its extending to every stamp on the sheet. The 
number is white, and consequently in relief* bn the plate, and this is made 

<oby punching the number on the single impression from the die on the roller,
. • y  f »  from which every stamp on the plate is formed, as might be seen in the

l o r ' r exhibit of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co. at the late Exhibition. The 
[ check letters in the angles are punched on the plate after it is made,
I f  ueu> H L and mistakes may occur in these as in every operation by hand. Mr. Phiibrick

U H tells me he has seen an inverted S. I am told that there is an error in oue
of the stamps on one of the three plates of the lid. Though the plates 
were read over very carefully by two separate readers, yet errors may escape 
correction, and in this case there is no printer’s devil to bear the brunt 
Such stamps are not varieties ; they are only stamp curiosities, and that 
leads me to another point on which I think collectors arc being somewhat 
led astray. A collector should, I think, start with a clear and defined 
notion as to what in his opinion constitutes a variety, and what is its use iu 

' showing the history of the stamp. For lack of more pegs on which to haug 
varieties in the stamps of Great Britain, we are invited to consider topsy
turvy watermarks as varieties, when in truth they are owing to the 
carelessness of the printer. Again, 1 am told that “ ivory heads" are 
varieties, but what is this ? A somewhat worn plate and an inking roller 
too little charged, or, what is more probable, the workman in his hurry has 
taken off with his hand too much ink, and the top of Her Majesty’s head 

. has been left as bald as a billiard ball. Is this philately 1 f ( ( ( r

j i K  » W /  • '*•

j  . h tui ISJCf o n W ^ -лм / f
ta i4  « ■ —■ te - 6s (Ulit M  »  UaÛ a, «*«_ İMt д

o г» -JP au. « «л и
f i b r i l  í’í-x'M-—̂  «*- АлчeV «

• * - 
^ 0 5  . íctfí-» ÙAu X d  , 5  UuJcsJïfi I . w

,4  i v  i x )



ияилт Britain.—Our attention lias been lately tailed tu a few speci- 
-li- uf extraordinary-looking watermarks on the old penny stamps, 
.ich, mutend of showing a “  crown," even of that very humble kind 
ut made its appearance on these stamps at their first issue, shows 
in- kind uf misshapen watermark, which the possessora by some
■ -"buide stretch of imagination satisfy themselves is the outline 
a letter or some other device. We have been at some little pains to 
fee inquiries as to how these accidental variations in the watermarks 
dd Lave occurred, and we are satisfied that it is caused by a trilling 
indent to the “ bit,” as the small wire device for making the water-- 
cfe ia technically termed. In the manipulation of tire “  moulds,’’ the 
’и wire by which the “  bit” is attached to the woven wire-net bed of 
' "mould” may give way and the “ b it" become loose and be twisted 
lo some other shape. This lias very larely occurred, for specimens 
i-oddum found with distorted watermarks, and it is only remarkable 
un hand-made papers similar accidents are of such raro occurrence, 
"e  have seen within the last few days a statement in a Philatelic 
inul, on what is said to be “ good authority,” that “ two sheets of the 
mut one penny were printed on paper watermarked 1 Anchor,' and 
•iv distributed for sale before the error was discovered.” We referred 
t statement to the head of the issuing office, who informs us that if 
th «nur was made, the office was not cognizant of it and never dis- 
feted it. The latter part, therefore, of the statement is not correct, 
‘Uch an error was never heard of. We should like to see a specimen,
■ the error is possible, and even it is also possible that specimens may 
bund on “ orb.”  Both papers were in use at a time dangerously

JT the date of the issue of the one penny. . V . (Ъ'К .
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LINE-ENGRAVED STAMPS. 75

but it appears that the actual issue to the public did not take 
place until the 15th May, 1864.*

No ftirtheT change was made during the continuance of the 
contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. Under this con
tract Plate No. 225 was the last constructed, the impression 
from which received the im prim atur on the 31st December, 
1878, so that from first to last four hundred and fifty plates had 
been made; viz, two hundred and nineteen for Series I. from 
1840 to the end of 1854, and two hundred and twenty-five 
numbered plates, and six reserved plates for Series II. from
January 1855 to the 

Paper.— The shi
of 1879:

чс\
.m it-

u

twenty inches long by twelve 
inches wide. The space necessary for so much of the plate as 
was occupied by the stamps was marked ont by a watermarked 
horder of five parallel lines, interrupted twice on each eide and 
once at the top and bottom by the insertion of the word postage 
in double-lined capitals.

Within this border were two hundred and forty small crowns, 
watermarked in the paper, so disposed as that one should fall C ■( 
under each stamp. These “ bits" were made of fine wire, ' ‘ 7 
twisted by hand into the form of a crown, and varied slightly 
both in size and form during the period they were employed.
They are readily distinguishable from the pattern next described 
by the invariable presence of a perpendicular line surmounted 
by a cross running down the contre. Certain letters are found 
watermarked at the edge of the sheet, but these only refer to 
the accounts kept of the manufacture.
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to be found, and unfortunately this is not the only instance of impressions 
from plates presenting interesting features being omitted in the official 
collection. The alteration above referred to, as we learn from Mr. Bacon, 
occurred on Plate 69. We have not met with specimens bearing a number 
previous to 70 ; but the engravers in the employ of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon 
and Co. remember the circumstance from the coincidence of the number 
with that of their establishment in Fleet Street, No. 69.

• The records of the Post Office give the date of the issue to the public 
as June, 1864, but it is clear that it was in circulation on 16th May, pre
viously to which time specimens had only found their way into collections 
of amateurs as curiosities.—Le Timbre-Poste, 1864, p. 43.

>



Towards the end of the year 1855 the watermarks in the 
paper underwent some modification. The watermarks round the 
sheet were not altered, but the small crowns were replaced by 
others of larger dimensions. The bits for the new watermark, 
which will be designated “ large crown ” to distinguish it from 
“  small crown,” were stamped out of thin brass, and were con
sequently more uniform in their size and form than those made 
hy hand, and more visible in the paper.* It is not possible to 

İ  "  'I. h1 the exact date when this change was carried out The sheet 
printed to receive the im prim atur o f Plate No. 23 of Die II. 
is the first on which the “  large crown ” is found ; while that 
printed from Plate No. 24, which received the im prim atur on 
the same day, 12th November, 1855, is the last on which the 
“  small crown ” is found in the records at Somerset House. The 
inference to be drawn is, that the printers had a stock of paper 
in hand with both watermarks, and used it indifferently during 
the transitional period.

Imprebsion.— After many trials the colour chosen for the 
impression was black. About the month o f August, 1840, it 
was, for the reasons previously mentioned, determined to change 
it to red, and to print both it and the twopence in oleaginous 
colours, which should at the same time be destructible. The 

y. ir^ g stamps in the new colour were ordered to be issued as the stock
on hand of those printed in black became exhausted, which was 
not, however, till early in the month of January following, when 

“ ’ the public was furnished with penny stamps of the new colour.
Although it was first proposed that the colour should be red, yet 
that ultimately chosen was rather a red-brown, which may be 
considered as the normal colour; but during the period that 

. this stamp was current this normal colour has wandered through

* Although these watermarks are the two principal types or patterns, 
yet several subsidiary varieties of each pattern are found. Thus we find 
at least three distinct varieties in the shape and size of the “ small 
crown," the one last in use in 186Б being wider and deeper than the one 
firet employed. There are also somo varieties of the “ large crown,” but 
we have not attempted to chronicle any of these as varieties of watermark, 
contenting ourselves with simply pointing out their existence.

7 6  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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With reference to tíie remarks in the text in >«yc 76 as to the change in 
the watermark from “ small” to “ large crown,” it may be mentioned that 
although the whole of the Plates from 17 to 25, including the Reserve
\* In foD 1 *7 *n On <«n«n J __lí i 1-^.1 %T ____.1)1 . °L_ . Лл 7 - ‘»vjm X, vv İV, UIC IVCSLTVC
1 Iates 1/ to 20, were registered on the same day (12th Nov., 1855), yet we 
tma from the O. C, that all the impressions up and including Plate No. 22 t 
are on small crown” paper, as also are those from Plate No. 24 and
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Nos. 23 and 25, and all the subsequent Plates in the series, as also the 
Reserve PlahjNoj 20, are on “ large crown ” paper.
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LINE-UNGILA VED STAMPS. 7 7

all shades, from red-brown to brick-red, and from roee-red to 
lake-red, in a dark shade of which it finished its career.*

The ink was applied thickly, and was liable to rub off, as 
most collectors know by experience.

P e r f o r a t i o n . —  After the sheets had been printed and 
gummed they underwent the final process o f perforation, as ^  /4f-6. ■
has been already described. Occasionally it has happened that *W '- ***** ' k İ  
a sheet of stamps has been accidentally passed over without ***** .
having been perforated, and has been issued in that condition, 
but such an accident has been one of the rarest possible occur
rence. Some sheets of the one penny stamp were so issued in 
March, 1870, but probably the most noteworthy example was 
that which occurred in 1873, when one or two sheets of that fiJL / /£  ƒ 
value, which had escaped perforation, found their way to the 
Cardiff post-office, and were on sale there for a few days. Ţhe 
circumstance did not fail to attract the notice of collectors at the 
time, and it obtained for the stamps in question the singular 
honour of being chronicled in a foreign catalogue as a rare 
local variety for the town of Cardiff

SYNOPSIS.
L

D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Imperforate.
6th May, 1840. One penny, black.

II.
D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Imperforate.

January, 1841 to 1854. One penny, red-brown, brick-red red 
(varying shades of each).

VARIETIES.

1847. One Penny, red-brown, roulcttcd (Archer’s first machine).
1848. One Penny, red-brown, regular incisions (Archer's second 

machine).
1849. One Penny, red-brown, oval per/tratien* 16 (Archer's third 

machine).
• In the course o f the proceedings before the Committee of 1852 some y

sheets of stamps were produced, one of which had been printed ten years A**
previously. The evidence given before the Committee tended to show о-б^лч 
that the remarkable variations in colour were in a great measure due to 
the effects produced by time and atmospheric influences on some of the 
colouring ingredients used in the composition of the ink. ,

In the “ Synopsis,” p. 77, under the head of “ Varieties” of II., strika 
out the words “ oval perforations 15,” and it will be advisable for the 
reasons given above that this perforated variety should be queried. ”  "

À
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III.
Die L— Paper watermarked with “  small crown.” Perforated

■ /  ■ STf ___Д8б4-1855. One Penny, red-brown, brick-red (shades ),perf. 10.
/ İ  iST$~- One Penny, red-brown (shades), per/. 14.*

аЛу .

IV.
Die IL — Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Perforated.

eiÄ̂ ~ T x 4^185(./f.One Penny, red-brown (shades), per/. 10.
A  I860. One Penny, red-brown, brick-red (shades), per/. 14.t

* The introduction of a new series printed from Die II. in January, 
1866, the change in the watermark of the paper in November, 1800, and 
the alteration of the guuge of the perforations, which also commenced to 
be carried out in 1880, combined to make considerable confusion in the 
period from 1884 to 1886.

From a comparison of the dates it will be perceived that Die II, was 
brought into use about eleven months before the watermark on the paper 
was changed from “ small”  to “ large crown.” Hence we find all the 
varieties we should expect of impressions from Dies I. and II. on paper 
watermarked “  small crown. ” *:" " ‘

Prior to the 12th November, 1888, we find that seventeen plates con
structed from Die II. had been approved, all the impressions from which 
were struck on “ small crown”  paper. On the 12th November, 1805, 
fifteen plates from Die II. were approved, the impressione from ten of 
which are on “ small crown,”  and the remaining five on “ large crown” 
paper. As at that period not more than about fifteen plates were required 
to be in daily use, it is not probable, though it may be possible, that when 
the “ large crown ”  paper was introduced any of the presses were furnished 
with plates from Die I. After the most careful research we - have been 
unable to find any satisfactory specimens from Die I., either imperforate 
or perforated, printed on paper watermarked “  large crown,” and we have 
such strong doubts of their existenoe that we have omitted them from the 
list, though they have been chronicled by others.

t  We are aware that an imperforate variety of Die II., watermarked 
with “ small crown,” has been said to exist, and many copies have been 
produced to us in evidence of the fact. After careful examination of the 

v I specimens, we are convinced that they are only good impressions from
• ' i' Die I. It is, however, by no means beyond the bounds of possibility that

1 the variety exists, as a sheet in the early days of perforation might have 
1 easily passed in an imperforated state, and been so issued, though wc have 

failed to find a copy. Without further evideuco of its existence we hare 
thought it best to omit i t
Page 78 to Note add : From the O. C. we find that notwithstanding the 

commencement of a fresh numbering of the plates in Series IL, Die II. 
(Humphrys’ retouch), yet the numbering of the Reserve Plates went 
on continuously. Thus after Plate No. 4, of Series II., R. 15 and R. 16 
were interpolated, and R. 17 to R. 20 after Plate No. 22. After this no 
more Reserve Plates arc found, and the numbers run on without any break 
to Plate No. 68, when a hiatus occurs, and Plate No. 71, being the first with 
letters in the four angles and numbers on the plate, resumes the series, 
which continues down to No. 225, with the exception mentioned below under 
page 80.



Phil. Record
< £ o m ø | ) o n & e t u t »

To the Editor of “  The Philatelic Record.”
ÿIg have read, with considerable interest, the letter of my collaborateur,

tir Westoby, of 20th August, which appeared in the Record, No. 128, page 
Ì.ì3. Perhaps a few remarks from me may find admission to your columns.

First as to the change of watermark from the “ small” to the “ large 
Crown ” on the One Penny stamps, Humphry’s retouch, designated in our 
bx>k Die H* , ,The note on page 78 of our work states that five plates (not nine, as 
cisprinted in Mr. Westohy’s letter), printed on “ largo Crown” paper, 
received official sanction on 12th November, 1855, together with ten plates 
irinted on paper with “  small Crown ; ” thus showing the gradual intro
duction of the new watermark, and its concurrent use with the former.

As already explained on page 60, the imprimatur necessarily was given 
[ter the plate had been put to press. From the nature of the case, there 

king no change in the stamps themselves, the two sorts of paper were 
probably used indifferently, the newer being brought gradually into service 

the supply of the older became exhausted.
The specimens “ large Crown,” postmarked in October, 1855, mentioned 

in Mr. Westoby’s letter, show that some sheets of the new watermark had 
;ot into issue by that date, and consequently the “  1856 ” in line two on 
1 79 ought to be corrected, and the text should stand as follows :
■October, 1855, One Penny, rose, red-brown, brick-red (shades) ; per/. 16.” 
Secondly, as to perforation. - ,The dates given clearly es tabi İslı tiff t .some v- 

beets of the perforated stamps were issued as early as^M«rrelnÍ854, 
iltbough their general use was not until the following May, as we know 
he machines were completed and first got to regular work on 27th January, ^«2 
>54, a considerable stock of perforated sheets must have been accumulating 
- the meantime.
On page 78, therefore, under IV ., Die II., line l  from the bottom of the
st, should read :

“-Early in 1854. One Penny, red-brown (shades) ; per/. 16.”
Further, the date—March, 1855—for the introduction of a perforation 

pigine 14, given on p. 68, must be altered to “ Early in 1855,” as the »/* 
simple postmarked on February 24th of that year evidences. ţ*fe» i fb  
The specimen produced; perforated 16, and postmarked in AprílŢySStŢ/b 
rtainlv was from one of the sheets experimented on by Archer. (See the 
i'te to p. 69.) The difficulty that arose was, that as soon as a working 
peed was put on the machine, as first submitted, it broke down, and no 
«hine capable of service was ever got into use until January, 1854.
Lastly, the additional piece of information as to the introduction of the 
nrac-shaped envelopes m July, 1850, is welcome.
" * had the greatest difficulty in finding any trustworthy guide beyond 

hat was supplied by comparison of postmarks, and these were by no means 
iv' plentiful. Every well-authenticated daté thus established assists in 
™5h)g the points for further investigation within narrower limits.
On page 182, tenth line, therefore “ 1851-1852” will be deleted, and in 
tu jř’ ţ85®’" hè substituted.
lne additions thus derived from the researches of a careful collector are 
■̂ worthy in themselves as an encouragement to continue in the path of 
«»nt enquiry ; but when viewed with what other friends have kindly 
jnmiunicated, and the materials already published in the Appendix in the 
‘ ■w, begin to make me fear that our next task will be to prepare a 
T»rate Appendix, uniform with the work itself, bringing the information 
command down to the present time.

. Yours faiUifuljy, F rederick A. P hilbrick.• Л»<тй, 1889.
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Under
V..n. yy, among the shades ot the one penny, 1856, perforated 16, “ rose
rea’’ ehould be inserted. Under У I., amongst the imperforate varieties,
“  lake-red ” should be inserted. Imperforate specimens are also found from 
Plates Nos. 103, 120,121, and 148, in addition to those mentioned as being 
found from Plates 107,116, and 136.
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Page 79. As Note to Synopsis VI. and Appendix (Philatelie Record, 

vol. v. p. 96) : The existence of imperforate copies from so many Plates 
having been ascertained, it seems more than probable that some may have 
found their way into public use ; but we have not had any proof of their 
having done so, except in the instance mentioned in page 77.
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LINErKNGRAVED STAMPS. n

V.
Du IL— Paper watennarked tritìi “ largecrown.1* Perforated.

fotTrU' 'WiMe- One Penny.̂ ed-brown, brick-red (shadea), p a f. 14.
"  1864 to 1844. One Penny, red-brown, brick-red, rose, ioae-rod 

(abadee), ptrf. 14.
ТАВ1ЖГТ. b fc a .» «  1

One Penny, light roee-red, imperforate.
/*"

TL
D u  IL— Paper watermarked with “  large crown." Lettan 

in all four angles. Plate numbers on stampa, commencing 
with No. 69, and ending with No. 225. Peri 14. -

16th May, 1844, to 1880. One Penny, roee-red, carmine-red, lake
red (shades of each).

faJkt.-V.Ì VABIKTT. * J .® ^  no 12/
One Penny, roee-red, imperforate. Plates No*. 107, 114, sad 184, Uf-Ъ 

к л c
The following table, composed from an examination o f the 

sheets preserved in the archives at Somerset House, may prove 
useful as showing some o f the variations in the colour of the im
pressions and of the paper, ap also the periods at which certain 
plates were brought into use.

tX S erie!) L D ie I. (Heath’s head). 
PI. No. 1 , approved 27th April, 1840, impression black.

„  8 „  81st Jnly, 1840 „  „
»  И З  .. 26th Feb., 1841, imprea red-brown, paper very blue.
»8 21 88 11th Dec., 1841 88 brick-red 88 very little trace.
♦ 8 24 , 4  TS4h March, 1842 tf red-brown 88 faint trace.
II 31 » À

f f '

nMet Jan., 1843 «8 deep red-brown »8 alight trace.
1* 42 23rd Jan., 1844 88 red ft decidedly bine.
n 63 88 7th Jan., 1845 88 red 88 ■lightly bina
II 65 ft 2nd Feb., 1846 88 red-brown >8 much biner.
»1 78 88 14th Jan., 1847 88 red 8 8 ■lightly bine.
»8 77B ft 12th Jan., 1848 88 dark red-brown 88 very blue.
18 90 ,JA4Kth May, 1849 8* brown-red 88 blue.
18 104 tf 12th June, I860 88 red 88 blue.
18 112 88 1st Jan., 1861 *8 brownish-red88 very bine.
*8 134 88 6th Feb., 1852 88 red-brown 88 very little blue.
18 161 88 14th Jan,, 1853 18 reddish-brown 88 slightly blue.
I» 179 8» 13th Feb., 1854 88 red 88 some traces.
»8204 88 30th Nov., 1854 *1 deep red 88 faint blue.

With this latter plate Series I. ended.

Jk.v
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Under
v,.». 79, among the shades ot the one pernly, 1856, perforated 16, "rose 
rea ” should be inserted. Under VI., amongst the imperforate varietie»,
“  lake-red ” should be inserted. Imperforate specimens are also found from 
Plates Nos. 103, 120,121, and 148, m addition to those mentioned as being 
found from Plates 107, 116, and 136.

Page 79. As Note to Synopsis VI. and Appendix (Philatelie Record, 
vol. v. p. 06) : The existence of imperforate copies from so many Plates 
having been ascertained, it seems more than probable that some may have 
found their way into public use ; but we have not had any proof of their 
having done so, except in the instance mentioned in page 77.
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LINE-ENGRAVED STAUFS. 7 9

V.
DiH IL— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.” Perforated.

. , One Penny,^ed-brown, brick-red (shades), perf. 18.
*" 1856 to 1864. One Penny, red-brown, brick-red, rose, rose-red 

(shades), perf. 14.
VARIETY. U k s r * A Ï .

One Penny, light rose-red, imperforate.
" Л"

VI.
D ie П.— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.” Letters 

in all four angles. Plate numbers on stamps, commencing 
with No. 69, and ending with No. 225. Perf. 14. -

15th May, 1864, to 1880. One Penny, roae-red, carmine-red, leké
red (shades o f each).

variety . №  12/
One Penny, rose-red, imperforate. Plates Nos. 107, 118, and 188, llf-Ъ 

" к л л- ’
The following table, composed from an examination of the 

sheets preserved in the archives at Somerset House, may prove 
useful as showing some of the variations in the colour of the im
pressions and of the paper, аз also the periods at which certain 
plates were brought into use.

. Serieş L D ie I. (Heath’s head).
PI. No. 1, approved 27th April, 1840, impression black.

„  8 „  Slat July, 1840
1\Ъ .. 25th Feb., 1841,

'"i, 21 „  11th Dec., 1841
„  24 tgth  March,1842
„  31 „žT M et Jan., 1843
„  42 „  • *23rd Jan., 1844
„  53 ,, 7th Jan., 1845
„  65 „  2nd Feb., 1848
„  73 „  14th Jan., 1847
„  77B „  12th Jan., 1848
„  90 May, 1849
„  104 „  12th June, 1850
„  112 „  1st Jan., 1851
„  134 „  6th Feb., 1852
,, 181 ,, 14th Jan., 1853
„  179 „  13th Feb., 1854
„  204 „  30th Nov., 1854

With this latter

9 9  9 9

impres. red-brown, paper very blue.
brick-red I t very little trace.
red-brown »» faint trace.

deep red-brown 9 9 slight trace.
red f t decidedly blue.
red f t slightly blue.
red-brown 9 9 much bluer.
red 9 9 slightly blue.

dark red-brown 9 9 very blue.
brown-red 9 9 blue.
red 9 9 blue.
brownish-red 9 9 very blue.
red-brown 9 9 very little blue.

reddish-brown 9 9 slightly blue.
red 9 9 some traces.
deep red 9 9 faint blue.

Series I. ended.
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Series II. D ie II. (Humphrya’ retouch).
PI. N o .l , approved 15th Jan., 1855, impression red-brown, paper blue.

8 0  POSTAGE ÄND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN,

„  28* „  12th Nov., 1855 „ red ,, blue.
„  82 ,, 16th Jan., 1856 ,, red ,, faint blue.
„  51 ,, 25th June, 1856 „ red „  slight blue.
The impression from this plate is the last which shows any trace of blue 

on the paper.
Plate No, 6fi, approved 11th February, 1857, impression carmine-red.

„  6^ „  18th January, 1858 „  lake-carmine.
The plate numbers were inserted on the face of the stamps, commencing 

with Plato No. ',69, and consequently the colour of the impression will 
thenceforward be apparent from the specimens.

Plate No. 71, approved 14th March, 1861. l  i  iit
9» 75 99 7th February, 1863.
I T 82 99 1st March, 1864.
1 9 98 99 10th March 1865.
99 108 99 23rd March, 1868.
99 125 99 6th February, 1869.
99 139 99 2nd February, 1870.
99 160 99 24th April, 1871.
99 156 99 12th January, 1872.
99 168 9»

99 181 99

»9 187 99 20th April, 1875,
99 195 99 9th March, 1876.
99 206 99 10th May, 1877.
99 213 99 25th February, 1878.
99 225 99 Slst December, 1878.

Su- /V'.S-cvv-ţ
Ctn-c-AtıV ^

J .  S - . l f . o -  

fiuJß fa . li- Å .

Flate No. 225 was the last of the Series II., and was in use at the 
termination of the contract at the close of 1879. _

^  V
Г

The history of the one penny stamp would not be complete 
without referring to the Official one penny stamp, known to 
philatelists as the V .R  stamp, and the Reprint o f the one 
penny, in black, on paper watermarked with a “ large crown.”

**<*!£ V
The V .R  Stamp.

Simultaneously with the issue of the one penny stamp to the 
public in 1840, a stamp expressly intended only for official 
correspondence was also prepared. In design it was an exact

* Platót No. 28 is the first in which the impression apjiears on paper 
watermarked with the large стоит. *itir 4 о

fîej** Ч ./l. H

i
'i .. r  I  > ^ *11
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LINE-ENGRAVED STAMPS. 81

counterpart of the one penny stamp then issued, with the single 
exception that the upper angles, instead of being completed by rTĈ ,' w <«
the insertion of Maltese crosses, were occupied by the lettera "dcn*a <=~ 7f«-
V.R. in Roman capitals. The paper and watermark, the num

ber of stamps on the sheet, and the marginal v*- ^
inscriptions, were identical with those of the 
one penny stamp; but in lieu of the plate 
being numbered at the four corners with a 
numeral a capital A was employed. The pro
ject o f franking official correspondence with 
special adhesive stamps was abandoned at the 

outset, and never after carried into execution.* The stamp there
fore which had been prepared for the purpose was not issued, and 
it is believed that but very few sheets were printed. The Con
gress of Philatelists in Paris, in 1878, diseussed the question as to 
whether this stamp was ever issued, or was to be regarded as an 
essay; but the question is really not open to controversy; for it 
must be regarded as belonging to that category of stamps which, 
after having been officially prepared for issue, have not been put 
into circulation. It has also been attempted to draw an infer
ence in favour of its having been issued for postal purposes,

* When franking by members of the Legislature was abolished by the 
Act 2 and 3 Viet., c. 52, Her Majesty, ever ready to set a good example, 
also abandoned her privilege of franking, and it was determined that all 
other such privileges should cease at the same time. Account was there
fore ordered to be kept in the Government offices of the amount paid for 
postage by each office, and an annual vote for the total was inserted in the 
estimates for the year. This system was afterwards relaxed in favour of a 
few of the principal offices, and one o f the officials in each o f such offices 
was authorised to frank official correspondence by affixing his signature to 
the face of the letter, which was in practice done with a hand-stamp bear
ing a /ас-simile o f the signature. In 1888 the rule was still further 
relaxed, and the privilege extended to all the departments of the Govern
ment. By the last returns which have appeared in the reports of the 
Postmaster-General (those for the year ending 31st March, 1879), it appears 
that the weight of official correspondence, Ac., conveyed during the year 
by the Post Office amounted to about five hundred and eighty tons, the 
1 >ostage on which would have Imen upwards o f £108,000, and this was 
independent of the correspondence of the Post Office itself.

G



from the fact that copies are found obliterated with a postal 
hand-stamp. But this proves nothing, as some of the printed 
sheets were utilised for experiments in obliterating ink and 
marks. The essay of obliteration most commonly found on the 
stamp is composed o f concentric circles, but occasionally the 
croix pâtée is met with. It is also not impossible that some 
copy or other may wittingly or unwittingly have been sent 
tBrough the post, where it would readily have passed undetected 
by the stampers, and have been obliterated as a matter of course.

The sheet preserved in the archives of the Inland Revenue 
Department shows that the impression was struck on 15th April, 
1840, and the plate formally approved on the 27th o f the same 
month.

SYNOPSIS.
1840. Paper watermarked with “ small crown.’”  V.R. in 

upper angles. Imperforate.
One Penny, block, (never issued. )

T h e  One Penny R e p r i n t ,

A rather remarkable reprint of the One Penny Stamp in its 
original colour was made in the year 1864. Some of the 
younger branches of the Royal Family had commenced to form 
a collection of Postage Stamps, and application was made to 
the Inland Revenue Department for specimens. None of the 
one penny printed in black being found in stock, in order to 
comply with the request preferred on the part of their Royal 
Highnesses, some copies were ordered to be struck off from one 
of the plates hopt in nwarve- at Somoroot Houaoţ constructed 
from Die П., but with the Maltese crosses in the upper angles, 

i As the paper watermarked with the “ small crown”  had long 
since ceased to be supplied,, the impression was made on paper 
watermarked with the “  large crown.” . Specimens of these re
prints are rare, as but few copies were printed. They are mere 
curiosities, never having been intended for issue or to be used 
for postal purposes, and therefore cannot be regarded as stamps. 
Their existence is only recorded here from a desire to make the
W . B. A v e r y , Birmingham, contributed Mauritius—the most brilliant 

unueued specimens of tne Id, and 2d. Post-office, the latter especially 
striking ; several fine copies of the first one penny and two pence ; 
three of Réunion—15 c, unused and fine, another rather clipped and 
discoloured, as was also the 30 cents, but of the rare type on the sheet. 
Hawaiian—first issue 5 cents; 13 c., type with the curved ornament 
after the value; a strong fleet of the steamers of Buenos Ayres in lovely 
copies. Great Britain—a pair V.R., a block of six of the one penny, 
black, reprint (large crown, inverted), lettered

I.A . — I.B .— I.C.
T A __T П __ T r  .

8 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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Page 80, Line 8 from top : The 0. C. shows that the shades of colour in 
the impressions from Plates Nos. 52 to 80 inclusive are rather shades of 
brick-red than carmine-red. In No. 61 the carmine tint becomes very distinct.

Same page, after list of Plates, add : In Appendix, Philatelic Record, 
vol. v. p. 96, we have stated for the guidance of those who interest them
selves in collecting specimens of every numbered Plate, from 71 to 225, why 
Plates Nos. 75, 77, 126, and 128 are not to be found. As they were never 
printed from, no specimens exist in the О. C.
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lir the London Philatelic Exhibition, among the exhibits of the Postmaster
General, was a circular, of which the following is a copy :

“ CIRCULAR

“  To all Postmasters, 2 /ел* ‘ “ General Post Office, 
“ 7(Л May, 1840.

“  Referring to the circulai- of last month transmitting specimens of 
the one penny and two penny stamped covers and envelopes, and of the 
penny adhesive labels, 1 now enclose two specimens of the twopenny 
adhesive label, which you will preserve with the specimens already sent 
to you, for the purpose of comparison with any doubtful postage stamps 
passing through your hands. I also enclose for your information two 
specimens of the label stamp, bearing the letters v.R. at the upper comers, 
which are to be applied to the correspondence of Public Departments and 
other persons formerly enjoying the privilege of official franking.

“  This latter specimen of the Label Stamp is merely sent to prevent, when 
it may come into use, any misapprehension arising from the letters v.r, , 
which are intended to denote that the stamp is employed for official 
Correspondence.

“  I embrace this opportunity also of saying, that it is at present understood 
that Post Masters and Letter Receivers will be required to sell the Adhesive 
Label Stamps and the Stamped Covers (hut not the envelopes) under licence 
from the'Commissioners of Stamps. Upon this subject, however, you will 
receive full instructions when the issue of Postage Stamps is extended to 
other places than London.
■ , о ,, tit* “  %  Command,

" V  , “ W. L. Млвккф’, S axstavyr’
Y ' SKflíA x

I cannot believe that this circular with its enclosures was ever sent. 
Specimens of the 1 penny stamp, and of the Id. and 2d. envelope, were sent 
out to the various post-offices on the 29th April, 1640, and on the following 
day another was sent out, fixing the 6th May as the day of issue. Мой' the 
above circular is dated 7th May, and states that the v.r. stamps were 
accompanied by a stamp of 2d. In 1880-81 Mr. Philbrick and 1 had a 
vast amount of trouble in finding out when the 2d. really was issued. The 
registered sheets were not to be found, and it was only after a minute search 
of the records, kindly undertaken by one of the chiefs of the department, 
that it was found that Plate I. was registered 2.5.40, before the plate was 
hardened. A further search was then mode, by order of the Secretary of 
the Post Office, the result of which was communicated to us by a letter, 
dated 20th April, 1881, informing us that the 2d. was issued in London 
about May, and in the country in June, but no more approximate date 
could be obtained. The circular therefore, dated 7th May, addressed to 
post-offices, enclosing a stamp of 2d., could not have been sent into the 
country at the time when it is dated. The gun was loaded, that was аП ; 
and the charge, so far as the v.u. was concerned, was no doubt drawn 
before the circular was sent, if it ever was sent, which appears exceedingly 
doubtful. From what is said about the v.u. stamp, I should consider it to 
be past doubt but that the Treasury came to a very early decision not 
to issue it. The stamp bore on к penny upon it. It would therefore frank 
an official communication of half an ounce. Had it been satis valuer 
one could have understood its use, for Government letters are not ordinarily 
on pelure note paper.

,  P L tl frem ei, l i to t i * .  Щ9. -  .MrfJXt <Гк*3. 
Ь y & k x s -j ч U V  t J 4İL*vrvwn dsrvnts uKOt 4s A -, t r t i u. UJ 

v «s ' * İ 4 ._  * . VR y ç
<~  VR am. ß  ((Iŝ đ /phut ер ОлМлХ Чи .  f  Ç/La . ^  - J~ FÍ
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Most o f us know what a reprint is and how it differs 
\/ f  from an imitation, whether made by the Government or 

by private hands, but it is not easy to define it exactly in 
j '■ a few words. As generally defined reprints are impres

sions o f obsolete stamps made from the same plates or 
r parts o f the printing plates which were used for producing

t j t -  \,{J , the originals, but without some qualification this is
scarcely a correct or satisfactory definition, as without 
some addition it would embrace such stamps as those of. 
France, issued in October, 1870, which were printed 
from the old printing plates of the issue of 1850 , 
disinterred for that purpose after eight years of repose.

We quite agree with the author that the impressions in 
black from plate 66 of the one penny stamps o f Great 
Britain were nothing more than imitations, pretending to 
be what they were not. As for the impressions from the 
same plate in carmine-red, we do not remember to have 
seen them, but if they are not stained blue we should be 
inclined to think that they were simply imperforate 
sheets o f  the stamps in printing from the plate in 
current use.

Why the specimens o f printing exhibited in the Paris 
Exhibition o f 1867, struck from the current plates 103 
o f  the id . and 9 o f the zd., are headed “  Issue of 1858 
to 1864,”  we are at a loss to interpret, and we are equally 
at a loss to see how these can find their way into a 
catalogue of reprints, as they were merely specimens o f 
the engraver’s art struck from the plates in current use on 
thick plate paper. The specimen sheet shown by 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. at the London Philatelic 
Exhibition o f 1870 might with equally good reason find 
a place.
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m e n t Œ T h â t  a t e p r i Ä  t h ^ O n ^ P e m ^ w T  °f  ° ГШ Brüain il ig 
Paper watermarked “ Large Crown ”  wldéh back’ wasi made in 1864 on
bricks specimen from wh«*h ti > ■ i ch was upside down in Mr Phii-
R  H. f f S e S t t  dÄ Z  WaS Uken- “ *  b o «  the l e S i  
upside down, has been sent to M »in, “ “ “ ".«Р в а и е п , with the watermark 
W  letter ’blockT Ä ^ h S X e  two"8̂ ” ^ ,  * £  İ£ttera T' J - b> the 
Philbnck’s specimen. 0 e t o rows ос1У both ways from Mr.

Id., black, reprint (large Crown), A K .  L) Д . / u i i. t . t utó« .
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^oÿ« éfj, noře t. A further search in the records at Somerset House 
results in our ascertaining that Plate No. 1 of the twopence was completed 
on 2nd May, 1840 ; but there is no trace that it was ever hardened. Plate 
No. 2 was completed and hardened 31st July, 1840 ; and both plates were 
defaced 27th January, 1842, As it is clear from the records of the Post
office that twopenny stamps were issued in May and June, 1840, th e«  
must have been printed from Plate No. 1, notwithstanding it had never been 
hardened ; and after making a close examination of the earliest specimens, 
we find the most remarkable confirmation of the fact. These specimens 
present a soft appearance, showing signs as if the plate had been “  taken 
down ” overmuen ; while, as the usage of the plate proceeded, signs of wear 
become very apparent. i f * * ' -

f i  , K k 1 
' t u ^ ^ x r
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history as complete as possible, and to enable collectors to account 
for their peculiar features should they meet with specimens.*

SYNOPSIS.
1864. Paper watermarked with “  large crown.” Imperforate. 

One penny, black (reprint).

2. T he Twopence (1840).
Date of Issue, May, 1840. f

Desiqn.— D ie I.— The design is identical with that of the 
one penny, the die being, as before stated, a reproduction from 
the original die of the one penny, the only variation consisting 
in the necessary alteration of the lower tablet, ̂ on which the 
value two pence is inscribed in place of one penny. This 
die tvill be distinguished as Die L

In February, 1841, a slight change was made in the design 
by the introduction of two horizontal white 
lines, the one immediately below, and the 
other above, the upper and lower tablets, 
made by drawing them on a roller impression 

fwu. «£. the matrix, and consequently causing no 
alteration in the die. The change cannot 
be called an improvement, but it is said to 
have been done as a matter of expediency to render the two-

• The specimen from which the above description is taken is that in 
the collection of Mr. Philbrick, who received it from the late solicitor to 
the Stamp Office. It is gummed, and bears the lettering of R. H. in the 
lower angles. The watermark of the “  large crown ”  is upside down.

t  We have been at some pains to endeavour to ascertain the exact date 
when this issue took place. Unfortunately the early stamp records of 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. were destroyed in a fire which occurred 
in their premises in 1867, so that we have been unable to obtain inform
ation from them respecting many early events. Impressions from Plate* 
1 and 2 are not to be found among the archives at Somerset House, but 
through the kindness of the head of the Stamping Department there the 
records have been searched, and it has been Ascertained that the stamp 
was approved in May, 1840. A minute search in the records of the Post 
Office has been made, and the Secretary has informed us that the issue took 
place in London in May, 1840, and in the country in the following month.

G 2 feu. d 4-ciav- '1 с



penny stamp more easily distinguishable from that of th& one 
penny. Plate No. 3, the impression from which was approved 
on the 25th February, 1841, is the first on which these lines 
appear, and no change was made either in Plate No. 4 or Plate 5, 
the former o f which received its im prim atur on 6th December,
1849, and the latter on 8th June, 1855.

Plate No. 6 was approved 15th February, 1857, and impres
sions from it are readily distinguishable from those taken from A  j , i  
Plates(Nos. 3, 4, and 5) as the white lines drawn on the roller" 
were rendered somewhat less prominent. C

D ie  II .— In April, 1858, a new die was made for the two
pence from a reproduction of Die II, of the one penny, as 
strengthened by Humphrys at the end of 1854. W hy the pre
paration of a new die for the twopence should have been so long 
delayed does not appear; but it was probably owing to the 
demand for the stampe being very limited, and the strain on the 
plates consequently but feeble. This new die will be referred to 
as Die II. to distinguish it from that last described, and it was 
employed for the first time in the construction of plate No. 7, 
completed 18th May, 1858, impressions from which were 
approved 11th June following.*

Plate.— The plate consisted of two hundred and forty stamps 
in twenty rows of twelve each, representing a facial value of £2  ; 
but a mark of division in a wedge-like form was engraved on 
the side margins between the tenth and eleventh rows to indicate 
where the sheet might bo separated into two halves, each half 
sheet of the facial value of £1 being treated by the Post Office as 
an entire and separate sheet for the purpose of office computation.
The legends on the margins of the plate were identical with 
those on the plate of the one penny, save the requisite changes 
in value to 2d. per label and 2s. per row of twelve.

The plates were originally numbered by numerals at the four

• It is almost unnecessary to state, that Die II. o f the twopence being, 
like Die I., made from a reproduction of the corresponding die of the one 
penny, there were no white lines on the die itself, which continued to be 
inserted in the manner before pointed out.

8 4  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.



ćVC4“  ^ í 4 . - Sr^'-joJ ̂  r n x ü  . ^ • öt л &41^оЛЛ.Са.1ПлГ''‘ ^  w /

j^ahf i .  I f -  i>' Ч . oji i . «и-á. J  с  Ачлло ■_ ь  <̂ř ťV ƒ /rt fu -c x n '!

.? . у  Л . / 3 .  # , . /5*. /o^fLA* tA* / f  au(^ít tf» i fciAţjr рл (m ni J

fø . k*ť*ij 'U ú A lř íť l 'û t i t  /и д Л ^  /  U jD t c -J , . 7  ** -it--

ttcSl % Ь *** .
'tul/ Ф |\ЛЛ-4̂/ . ty ' f) . Ь 6*~ *

Ai Aí A.C<ÍW V >J 1ппЛ A< lu} : 2 J . 2• ƒ 0 J,
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comers, but when plate No. 12 was brought into use the plate 
numbers were enclosed in small circles, and the official number 
of the plate was introduced into the margins.

As has been stated above, plates Nos. 1 to 6 were constructed 
from the original die, but when plate No. 7 was constructed 
from Die II. some important alterations were made in the 
stamp, which were subsequently extended to that of one penny. 
The Maltese crosses in the uppor angles were suppressed, and 
letters, the reverse of those in the lower angles, were substi
tuted for them, the whole of which were in block or Egyptian 
letters, in lieu of the Roman capitals previously employed. 
At the same timo also the number of the plate was inserted in 
minute figures in the net-work pattern of the frame on both sides.

Plate No. 8 was approved 7th July, 1859 ; and plate No. 9 
14th Mamh, 1861. Impressions from plates Nos. 10 and 11 
arei not found at Somerset House, nor have any specimens of 
stamps bearing these numbers bëen dis
covered, and as no record of the manu
facture of these plates has been traced by 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., we may 
safely assume that they were not constructed.
Plate No. 12 was approved 1st January,
1868; plate No. 13 on 31st March, 1869; 
plate No. 14 on 24th April, 1871 ; and plate No. 15 on 3rd 
September, 1875. This latter plate was in use up to the ex
piration of the contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., 
at the close of 1879. It may be noticed that on the whole 
of these last three plates the white lines are thinner than on 
any of the former plates.

Paper.— The paper employed was similar in all respects to 
that employed for the impression of the one jienny. The first 
plate from which the impression deposited at Somerset House 
was taken off on paper watermarked with a “ large crown” is 
No. 6, before referred to, but this paper was used during the 
continuance of Plate No. 5.

I mpression .— The colour originally adopted was Prussian-
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blue, which continued with variations of depth o f shade to he 
the normal colour up to the expiration of the contract at 
the close of 1879; hut of late years the blue was somewhat 
darker and more purple in tone. The ink first employed was 
the ordinary blue printer’s ink, rather pale in colour; but the 
ingredients were changed at the end o f the year 1840, so as 
to render it destructible, and thus avoid the danger of tho 
effacing marks being removed by cleaning.

Gum.— The adhesive composition employed was the same as 
that used for the one penny stamps ; but the effect of the 
chemical action betwooa the blue ink and the potato" starah is 
not so pronounced as was the casgjn  the one penny stampa^ 
honid nn whit к a diffused blue tintais found on many of the 
specimens arising from the absorption by the damped paper of 
a certain amount of colour. This tint varied in depth, inasmuch 
as it principally depended on. the ..cleaning off of the plate in 
the process of printing. *’^ г г *\ -

Perforation.— The observations already made are applicable 
to this valued all the changes in perforation being made simul
taneously with those in the one penny. It does not appear that 
any experiments with Archer’s machines were tried on sheets of 
the twopence, as no specimens have ever been met with.

SYNOPSIS.
I.

D ie L— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Imperforate.
June, 1840. Twopence, light blue, deep blue (shades).

II.
D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ small crown." White lines 

inserted below postage and above two pence. Imperforate.
March, 1841 to 1864. Twopence, deep blue (shades).

III.
D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “  small crown.” White 

lines, as in П. Perforated.
1854-1865, Twopence, blue (shades), per/. 16.
1855. Twopence, blue (shades), jterf. 14.



Ui/tí -
a . ■ . Ч«^Ьл^ & Oac/s,d Л **

’-  _ ' - t s í  ^

l i & c *

ил
t L4f

î u ^ u ^ X ţ  J I h M i m J

V>.l -Çı
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IV..

D ie L— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.” 
lines, as in I Г. Perforated. *̂ Г

f-
185Ç.T. Twopence, bine (shades), per/. 16. 
185$«í. Twopence, blue (shades), per/. 14.

White

V.

D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.” White 
lines thinner. Perforated.* fH oJ Z  (p,

1857. Twopence, deep blue, blue, per/. 16.
1857. Twopence, deep blue, per/. 14.

VI.
D ie II.— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.”  White 

lines, as in II. Letters in all four angles. Plate numbers on 
stamps. Plates Nos. 7 to 1 2 f  ; perf 14.

July, 1858 to 1869. Twopence, deep blue (shades).

V II.

D ie II.— Paper watermarked with “  large crown." White lines 
thin. Plates Nos. 13 to 15 ; perf 14.

1869 to 1880. Twopence, blue, dark blue, violet-blue (shades).

VARIETY.

Twopence, blue, deep blue, imper/oraU. Plate No. 13.

3. T he Three H alfpence (1870).
Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

This stamp was originally designed and the die of it engraved 
by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. in 1860, in contemplation

* Plates Nos. 1 and 2 were employed for I., Plates Nos. 3, 4, and 5 for 
II., III., and IV., and Plate No. 6 for V. As this latter plate was brought 
iuto use so late as February, 1857, it is remarkable as shewing that the 
perforation 16 was still in use in some of the machines up to that period, 
though s|ierimens of impressions so perforeb'd are somewhat rare.

t Plates No. 10 and 11 were not made.
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of an alteration in the postal rates, which failed to secure the 
assent of Parliament*

D e s i g n . — The design consists in a diademed portrait in profile 
o f Queen Victoria to the left, engraved on steel in the same 
maimer as the die for the one penny, and on a ground mechani

cally engraved after a similar design. The 
head is enclosed by a triangular curvilinear 
hand in the form of a shield, the apex resting 
on the exterior line of the rectangular frame 
at the bottom, while the curved line of the 
side opposite the apex touches the exterior 
line of the frame at the top. On this band, 
which is in white, is p o s t a g e  on one side, 

t h r e e  on that opposite the apex, and h a l f p e n c e  on the other, 
the intervening spaces being filled up with a scroll-patterned 
ornament. The usual white letter blocks are inserted in the 
four angles, and the size of the stamp is the same as that of the 
one penny, measuring 18f by 22J mm.

It may be remarked that the profile, though "engraved after 
the model of the one penny, falls very far short of the original/ ; 
The form of the triangular band also necessitated a chauge in 
the lower part of the bust, which is so shortened as to take 
away the repose which distinguishes that engraved by Mr. Heath.

P late.— T he plate consisted of two hundred and forty stamps 
in twenty rows, of twelve in each row, thus presenting the

• A considerable provision appears to have been printed from the first 
plate of the die, which was approved of on 22nd March, 1860. The pro
posed issue was printed in lilac-rose, and perforated 14. The sheet on 
which the imprimatur ie endorsed is deeply tinged with the blue discolor
ation, which had at that time absolutely ceased in the case of the one 
penny and twopence. The proposed alterations in the postal rates not 
having been carried out, the stock was ordered to be destroyed, but some 
few sheets were preserved, and copies are also found surcharged with 
“ specimen.”  These stamps are not common, and when met with are 
readily distinguishable from the issue o f 1870 by the colour of the im
pression. Although the imprimatur sheet and many specimens are 
found deeply discoloured, yet other impressions arc found in which the 
discoloration is much less marked.
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LINE-ENGRAVED STAMPS. 89
facial value o f £ 1  10s., and constituting a Post Office sheet. 
On the top, bottom, and side margins was engraved the following 
legend: “ p r i c e  l jd . per label; Is. 6d. per row o f twelve”  
£ 1  10s. per sheet. Place the labels a b o v e  the address,” &c., as 
ш the plate o f one penny. The plate and official numbers were 
also inserted ш the margins, as also the mark indicating the 
point where the sheet was divisible into halves, in the same 
manner as in the plate of the one penny*

I m p r e s s i o n .— The original plate constructed in 1860 was em
ployed for printing the first supply of these stamps, and it was 
not until the 13th April, 1874, that another plate appears to 
have received the im prim atur. This was numbered 3, and 
minute figures of 3 were introduced into the reticulated border 
of the stamp in the first entire lozenge immediately above the 
two lower letter blocks. Plate No. 2 is not found, and was 
never used. The stamp was employed on a very limited scale, 
and Plate No. 3 was still in use at the expiration of the contract 
with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co., and most probably its 
issue was due rather to the fact that the die and the plate were 
m existence than from any particular call for its issue on the 
part of the public.

Lettering.— This was precisely similar to that on the one 
penny and twopenny stamps, «t '■ ptx A  ( c  t f e  ■ j .

Paper.— This was also the same as that employed for the last- 
mentioned stamps, having the same watermark in the margins 
and the “  large crown ” on each stamp. °

The colour of the impression was lake-red, at times approaching 
very closely to some of the shades of colour of the one penny.

Perforation, &c.— The gumming and perforation were the 
same as in the one penny and twopence.

SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “ large crown.” Plates 1 and 3, the 
first not numbered on the face ; perf. 14.

1st October, 1870 to 1880. Three halfpence, lake-red (shades).

VARIETY,

Three halfpence, lake-red (Plate 1), imperforate.
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4. The H alfpenny (1870).

Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

D esign.— The die was engraved by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon 
and Co., and the design consists of a diademed portrait in profile 
of Queen Victoria to the left on a white ground within an up 
right oval medallion, standing in a rectangular frame, the ground
work of which is mechanically engraved in lattice work. At 
each angle is a white square block for receiving the letters, and 

the spaces on each side between the upper and 
lower blocks are filled in with a solid ground 
of colour, on which “  £d.” is inserted in white. 
The plate numbers are found in the reticulated 
border of the framework on each side in minute 

figures in white, as in the one penny. The stamp measures 
18 mm. in width by 14 mm. in height, and its diminutive size 
rendered it inconvenient in use, though it doubtless was 
acceptable to the officials as preventing confusion.

P late.— The plate consisted o f four hundred and eighty 
stamps in twenty rows, of twenty-four in each row, thus pre
senting the facial value o f £1, and constituting a Post Office 
sheet On the top, bottom, and side margins the following 
legend was engraved : “ p r i c e  |d. per label; Is. per row of 
24 ; £1 per sheet. Place the labels above and at the r i g h t - 

h a n d  side of the address. In wetting the back be careful not 
to remove the cement” The number of the plate was inserted 
in a small circle at each of the four comers o f the plate, and at 
the top and bottom between the twelfth and thirteenth stamp 
in the row, a fan-shaped ornament was introduced into the mar
gins, indicating the point of division of the sheet into halves. 
The official number was on the upper margin of the left half, and 
in the lower margin of the right half.

The issue commenced with Plate No. 1, approved on the 
20th June, 1870. Plate No. 2 was never finished ; plate No. 7 
was not made, nor were Nos. 16, 17, and 18, but with these

Л
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« Л * *  Record idit June laet, page 96, in the paragraph commencing"Роле 
■w,/ooi 0/  e w e ,” it is etated that plate No. .0 of the halfpenny was not put 
to press. Wo have since seen a used specimen printed frrm plate No. 9.
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0f ^ . b ^ n n y  was aoe put to р ш ,  
to the imperforate ^  the *xcePtl0n at P- 92, in which latter add
*nd « are L n d ^ n  a d S  to No. T * " ™ '8 Pnnted from И » *  Noe. 1, 4,

‘L tV tfl

Page 90. Foot of page : The statement made in Appendix, Philatelic 
Accor<7, vol. v. p. 96, is erroneous. Specimens from Plate No. 9 have been 
shown to us, though for some reason or other they are exceedingly scarce, 
in the 0. C. are imperforate specimens of all the 15 Plates that were used 
printed on the paper and in the colour of the issue.
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exceptions plates numbered in consecutive order followed 
uninterruptedly. Plate No. 20, which was the last con
structed previously to the expiration of the contract at the 
close of the year 1879, was approved on 31st December, 
1878.

L ettering.— The lettering of the stamps was on the same 
system as that employed for the other values ; but as they were 
more numerous in the horizontal rows, those on the first row 
were necessarily lettered in the lower angles from A. A. to A . / . ,  ^  
and in the upper from A.A. to JME \/ %

Paper.— The paper was similar to that on which the one penny 
stamp was printed, though rather thinner. The sheet measured 
twenty-one inches in length by fourteen inches in depth, and was 
watermarked with the word halfpenny  in cursive hand, repeated 
eight times in the length and twenty times in the depth, so as 
to extend horizontally over threo stamps. The only watermark 
in the border was at each end o f the sheet, where the words 
“ Postage Stamps ”  in cursive hand are found.

Impression.— The colour of the impression was lake-red, 
and varied but little during the continuance of the issue 
except that at times the colour approached more or less to 
rose-red.

Perforation, Sic.— The perforation was the usual one of 14.
Tho perforation was not made from the top to the bottom of the 
sheet, but from ond to end, and it may be remarked that it was 
not continued after the twenty-third row, so that the twenty- 
fourth was only perforated on three sides. The gumming was 
the same as in the preceding values.

R emarks.— This stamp was called into existence when the 
rate on newspapers and book-post parcels was reduced, a half
penny then becoming the unit o f calculation in respect of them.
The first order given was for nearly six hundred millions, and 
though, on account of the extensive use of halfpenny wrappers, 
the demand has not kept pace with the expectations of the 
authorities, it is still very considerable, and in point of numbers 
ranks uext after that of the one penny.



9 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

SYNOPSIS. ’

Paper watermarked with “  h a l f p e n n y  ” extending over three 
stamps. Plates 1 to 20, except 2, 7, 16, 17, and 18; peri. 14. ,,

-P" ‘ äfe
1st Oct., 1870 to 1880. Jd., lake-red, rose-red (shades of both).

VARIETY. I ' / i n i i  jA  . N.

Jd. lake-red, imperforate. -Plate No.
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SECTION IL 

EMBOSSED STAMPS.

(1) The One Shilling . issued 13th September, 1847. •*- 9 -

(2) The Tenpknce . „  6th November, 1848.. M û t  ( .  ft . 4  г
(3) The S ixpence . „  let Marcii, 1854.

This Section, consisting of three values only, comprises the 
whole of the adhesive postage stamps ever manufactured by the 
Inland Revenue Department, having been embossed in colour 
and gummed on the government premises at Somerset House.

In consequence of a manifest desire on tho part of the public 
that the prepayment of lettera by means of stampe, more 
especially as applicable to foreign and colonial letters, should be 
facilitated by the issue of stamps of a higher value than those 
then in use, it was decided to issue a stamp of the value o f one 
shilling, adapted for the prepayment of the then existing single 
letter rates to the United States of America and the Colonies.
This was followed up in the next year by the issue o f one of 
the value of tenpence, principally intended for the prepayment 
of the then existing single letter rate to Franca The sixpence 
was not issued till some years later, to afford more ready means 
for paying the reduced rate on Belgian and certain other 
foreign letters, as also the registration fee of sixpence, then 
in forca The manufacture of these stamps was undertaken 
by the Commissioners o f Inland Revenue, and the designs were 
prepared by Mr. Ormond Hill. The dies, so far as related to 
the embossed head of the Queen, were constructed by Mr.
William W yon, at the workshops o f the Mint, and his initials
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appear on the base o f the Queen’s bust on each working die, 
accompanied by a numeral denoting its index number.* The 
border, or framing, with the reticulated pattern o f mechanical 
lathe-work engraved upon it, was designed and executed by Mr. 
Moss, an engraver since dead. The stamps were struck in 
colour by the colour-embossing presses o f the. Department, but 
were not much appreciated by the public, ай in order to produce 
a high relief, the paper employed was thick, nearly of the sub
stance of cartridge paper, and this rendered it difficult to make 
them adhere firmly to the letter.

As each stamp was struck separately, the process of the 
manufacture was necessarily exceedingly tedious.

The gum employed was common gum arabic of a yellowish 
tinge, frequently imparting a similar hue to the paper. The 
gum was applied thickly, and the operation was performed after 
the stampe were struck, for the cavities caused by the embossing 
are frequently found to be filled with gum.

Copies of all these stamps are found surcharged s p e c im e n . 

Although copies of the one penny adhesive stamp had been 
forwarded to every postmaster previously to its issue, with in
structions to preserve them in order to compare them in case of 
doubt with the stamps on the letters passing through the office, 
yet they do not appear to have been invariably surcharged with 
the word s p e c i m e n . This surcharge, as applied to adhesives, 
appears first on these stamps, and the Post-office authorities for 
many subsequent years continued to send to all the postmasters 
copies of new values, and frequently o f fresh issues of existing 
values so surcharged, attached to a circular giving the notice of 
their issue. The system appears to have now fallen into disuse, 
the last circular o f the kind being that which accompanied 
specimen copies o f the adhesive stamps o f lOd., 2a, and 5a,

* The head of the Queen, as engraved by Mr. Wyon, is the same in all 
the embossing dies ; but in the several values the disposition o f the beck 
hair is somewhat altered, by making some small addition to the original 
tress, and varying the pendent curls. Further details will be found in 
the account of the embossed envelopes o f ono penny.
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that these stamn» »o-o “ “ “’ w “ t ®r*̂ ically accurate, we should ha?e said 
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charle WM nrint«í h tanCeS. ^ ° Ve H1611110"««1 and one or two others the ear- 
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but does not seem to have been used for adhesive stamps,se4i was not given **■
out to the stampers till 1866, when it was furnished with date plugs. It 
continued to be used till 1875.
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issued in 1867. It has not been thought necessary to enumerate 
those thus surcharged specimen, but some collectors attach value 
to them, as indubitably showing early printed copies.

1. The One Shilling (1847). 
Date of Issue, 13th September, 1847.

Design.— The design consists o f a diademed profile to the left 
of Queen Victoria, with pendent bunch of curls embossed in 
white relief on a solid ground of colour, 
enclosed in an octagonal frame, ornamented 
with an interlaced pattern of fine white 
lines, engine-turned on a solid ground of 
colour, on which is inscribed, in sunken I V t V H  
block letters, postage on the left vertical 
side, one on the top, and shilling on the 
right vertical side. The stamp measures 
24 by 27 mm.

The initials w. w. on the base of the bust have a full stop 
after each, and are followed by the die number, all in relief.
Two dies, numbered 1 and 2, were approved of and used, but 
die No. 2 appears to havo boorf furnished with date numerals at 
the end o f 1855, and turned to account for stamping envelopes.

Paper.— The papeřmade use of was thick “ Dickinson ”  o f a 
light cream colour, manufactured with coloured silk threads 
running in parallel pairs through the sheet, at a distance from
each other of from 4 to 5 mm., and so arranged as to admit of ^ ...... .
one pair passing through each stamp longitudinally. _ ÿ  

I m p r e s s i o n .— A  single impression only from each die ıs*mîna ^ л и -

io the archives at Somerset House, struck on a sheet of plain £$'• (>• 
paper, on which is endorsed that “  the impressions taken from c /. 
these dies are allowed to denote the duty of one shilling on the 
postage of letters.” It is a carious fact that this endorsement is 2 
dated the 8th February, 1853. U íL »

The stamps were struck on small sheets, about the size of
half a sheet o f note-paper, sufficiently large to admit of twenty 

* impressions in rows o f " * each row.rows
t t y *  /Г * Т у 4

\t± J
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The colour o f the impression was green, varying in shades 
from emerald to a full deep tone.

The stamp continued in use until it was superseded, in July, 
1856, by the type-printed adhesive stamp of similar value.

SYNOPSIS.
13th September, 1847. Embossed with coloured ground on 

thick cream-coloured “  Dickinson ” paper. Imperforate.
One Shilling, emerald-green to full deep green.

2. T h e  T e n p e n c e  (1848).
Date o f Issue, 6th November, 1848.

D e s i g n .— The design differs but little from that of the one 
shilling, and the size o f the stamp is the 
same. A  small alteration is made in the 
disposition of the pendent curl, and the 
pattern of the interlaced ornamentation of 
the octagonal frame is varied. The inscrip
tion on the frame, in sunken block letters, 
is p o s t a g e  on the left vertical side, t e n  on 
the top, and p e n c e  on the right' vertical 
side.

The initials w. w., on the base of the bust in die 1, precede 
the numeral denoting the number of the die, and are all in 
relief ; but in the subsequent dies the order is reversed, and the 
numeral precedes the initials. Six working dies were prepared 
and approved, but we have not found specimens o f impressions 
from more than the first fou r/ They were never employed for 
any other purpose than for the emboesing this adhesive stamp, 
the only envelopes of the value of tenpence having been stamped 
with a combination o f sixpence and fourpenee. С алл<^- ^

P a p e r .*—The paper made use of was “  Dickinson," similar to 
that used for the one shilling, though some o f the impressions 
are found on comparatively thin paper, and the pair of parallel 
threads are frequently less than 4 mm. apart.
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I m p r e s s i o n .— î h a  sheet in the archives at Somerset House, 
on which the allowance was endorsed, has copies of each of the 
six^dies impressed upon it in two rows of three in each row, 
and, like that o f the one shilling, is dated 8th Febrnary, 1 ЯДЗ 

The stamps were struck on small sheets, similar to those on *-*n- ' 'M
which the one shilling were struck, but sufficiently large to t
admit of twenty-four stamps in six rows of four in each row.'fa G Í»* СХЛА/Ls 9̂* 

The colour o f the impression was in chesnut-brown, varying 
in shades. 6*f *л

When the postage to France was reduced from tenpence to •ţ f å  *%
fourpence, on 1st January, 1855, the issue o f this stamp was 
suspended, but the stock remaining on hand was issued for a 
temporary requirement in 1863. ->

SYNOPSIS.
6th November, 1848. Embossed with coloured ground on 

thick cream-coloured “  Dickinson ” paper. Imperforate. 
Tenpence, cheanut-brown (shades).

3. T h e  S i x p e n c e  (1854).
Date of Issue, 1st March, 1864.*

D esign .— The design differs from that of the two preceding 
stamps, principally in the shape of the exterior frame, the

* The dates of issue of this and the two preceding stamps have been 
erroneously given in almost every stamp catalogue. Those here given 
have been officially supplied to the Society by the Secretary of the General 
Post Office, and may be implicitly relied on. Philatelists had such a 
settled idea that the sixpence was issued in 1842, that when Mr. Pearson 
Hill first mentioned March, 1864, as being the date of issue, but very few 
were so far convinced as to accept it, and the major part of those who did, 
accepted it only sous birUfiu ďinventaire. To remove any doubts on the 
part of such sceptics, we annex a copy of the following notice of its issue 
as published in the London Gazette :

“ Inland Revenue, Somerset House,
“ February, 1854.

“ Notice is hereby given that the Commissioners of Inland Revenue 
have provided a Stamp for denoting the Value of 6d. for Postage, and 
that such Stamp will be issued to the Public on and after the 1st March 
next By Order of tho Board,

“ Tbomas Keoch, Secretary.”
H
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upright and horizontal sides o f the octagonal frame remaining . 
etraight, while the other four are curved. The arrangement of 

the hair of the Queen is again different, 
and the pattern o f the ornamentation of the 
border varied. In the lower portion of the 
frame a bouquet composed of the rose, sham
rock, and thistle is introduced. The inscrip
tion on the frame, in sunken block lettere, 
is p o s t a g e  on the left vertical side, six on 
top, and p e n c e  on the right vertical side.
The stamp measures 25 by 28 mm.

The initials w. w., on the base of the bust, are preceded by 
the numerals denoting the number of the die, all in relief. 
Specimens printed from die 1 have alone been found by us, 
though M. Rondot, in his monograph ( M agasin P ittoresque,
1863, p. 222), speaks of die 2 having been in use. At the end 
of 1855, while the issue o f this stamp as an adhesive was still 
going on, die No. 2 is found furnished with date numerals, and 
employed for printing envelopes, but we have failed to meet 
with any specimen o f it as applied to the printing o f adhesive 
stamps.* ^ ( f  }•"-------г> • .

P a p e r .— The paper was thick, cream-coloured, frequently 
approaching to straw-colour, hand-made, and watormarked for 
each stamp with the letters Y R  in single lined capitals, some
what resembling the watermark in use at about the same period 
for some o f the fiscal adhesive stamps.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The sheet« on which the allowance of the im-V ШЬЧ
pressions from the working dies w m - endorsed is « ot to be 
found in the archives at Somerset Ílou se^ A Í-íi fl ^имилч

The stamps, like those o f the one shilling, were struck on 
small sheets, adapted to admit of twenty impressions in -four ^ 1  
rows of fw e in each row.

* Aa no registered copies of impressions from the working dies of this 
value are to be found at Somerset House, it is not possible to ascertain 
how many were originally constructed ; but we have seen a proof im
pression from one bearing the number i.

Ptvje 98, noie, h’iirther investigations show that Dies Noe. 1, 2, and I of 
the sixpence were registered on the 11th J a n u a ry , 18Б4. <

Ц .1 - Ch
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upright and horizontal eidee o f the octagonal frame remaining . 
straight, while the other foor are curved. The arrangement of 

the hair of the Queen is again different, 
and the pattern of the ornamentation of the 
horder varied. In thè lower portion of the 
frame a bouquet composed o f the rose, sham
rock, and thistle is introduced. The inscrip
tion on the frame, in sunken block letters, 
is p o s t a g e  on the left vertical side, six on 

i W W B y  top, and p e n c e  on the right vertical side.
The stamp measures 25 by 28 mm.

The initial* w. w., on the base o f the bust, are preceded by 
the numerals denoting the number of the die, all in relief 
Specimene printed from die 1 have alone been found by us, 
though M. Bondot, in his monograph (M agasin Pittoresque,
186S, p. 222), speaks of die 2 having been in use. A t the end 
of 1855, while the issue o f this stamp as an adhesive was still 
going on, die Ho. 2 is found furnished with date numerals, and 
employed for printing envelopes, but we have failed to meet 
with any specimen o f it as applied to the printing o f adhesive 
stamps.* — a«.., (if j*~-------о Oy !

P a p e r .— The paper was thick, cream-coloured, frequently ** " 
approaching to straw-colour, hand-made, and watermarked for 
each stamp with the letters V R  in single lined capitals, some
what resembling the watermark in use at about the same period 
for some o f the fiscal adhesive stampa

I m p r e s s i o n .— The sheetcon which the allowance of the im* щг-а.
pressions from the working dies woe- endorsed is Met to be 
found

The _ _
small eheste, adapted to admit of twenty impressions in -four 
rows of five in each row.

ons írom ine wore mg шев m o . enaorsea is moi to ce 
, in the archives at Somerset ’в .о ш в А ь & А  f i  J clvumka*. m ,  
в stampe, like those o f the one shilling, were struck on

* As no registered copies of impressions from the working dies of this 
valne are to be found at Somerset House, it is not possible to ascertain 
how many were originally constructed ; but we have seen a proof im
pression from one bearing the number 4.

Pwje 9$, note, further investigations show that Dies Nos. 1, 2, and $ of 
the. sixpence were registered on the 11th J a n u a ry , 1864. <
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The colour first employed w a a /^ le ü varying only in depth о 
of shade ; hut afterwards (T reddish-hScyas adopted, o f which 
several shades are also found. It shoul

сл da, ,

Im, tAtbZ.ier be mentioned
that the gum on many specimens of the violet impression has a 
greenish tinga * ^ %0 t>d Q * 4 f\ /(Ü * ^

The amateurs o f misplaced watermarks will find specimens o f <£г/7Г
these both inverted and reversed, owing to the stamper having 
taken the sheets either the wrong side upwards or the wrong 
end foremost

This stamp continued in use until October, 1856, when it was 
superseded by the issue o f a type-printed adhesive stamp o f the 
same value.

SYNOPSIS.

1st March, 1854.— Embossed with coloured ground on 
thick, cream-coloured, hand-made paper; watermark ‘‘У  к .” 
Imperforate.

Sixpence, violet (shades).
„  reddish-lilac (shades).

/

H 2

i
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SECTION III.

TYPE-PRINTED STAM PS*

These stampe consist of—
(1) The Fourpenoe
(2) The S ixpence

(3) The One Shilling
(4) T he N inepencb
(5) The Threepence
(6) The Tknpence
(7) The T wo Shillings
(8) The F ive Shillings
(9) The Two Pence H alf

penny

(.10) The Eightpenoh
(11) The Ten Shillings
(12) The One P ound
(13) The One P enny
(14) The One Halfpenny
(15) The Three Halfpence
(16) The Twopence .
(17) The F ivepence .

issued 31st July, 1855.
„  21st October, 1856.
„  1st ftooambar, 1856. З 'Ъ **  
„  15th January, 1862.
„  let May, 1862.
„  1st July, 1867.
„  1st July, 1867.
„  1st July, 1867.

„  1st July, 1875.
„  1st September, 1876.
„  25th September, 1878.
„  25th September, 1878.
„  1st January, 1880.
„  October, 1880.
„  October, 1880.
„  November, 1880.
„  15th March, 1881.

On the 1st January, 1855, a reduction in the rate of postago 
to France from tenpence to fourpence came into operation, and 
there was in consequence a call for the issue of a stamp of this

* In this Section are comprised, not only all the adhesive postage stamp 
actually in use at the present time, hut four which, having been withheld 
from further issue, have become obsolete ; viz., the eightpence, ninepence, 
and tenpence, originally issued to supply temporary demands for в tamps 
of these denominations, and the two shillings, the demand for which after 
the issue of telegraph stamps became so limited as to gradually dwindle 
into insignificance.

type-printed stamps, pp. 100-160.
Parie 100. In the list of type-printed stamps for (3) “ one shilling, 

issued 1st December, 1856,”  read “ 1st November, 1856,” and add to the list:
(18) T ue One Penny (1881), issued 28th June, 1881.
(19) T he F ive Pounds, issued May, 1882.
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Page 108. Ihfkks8ior. Although ordinary typographie printing presses 
are employed in surface printing, yet the process differs somewhat from 
ordinary printing from types. In the latter the paper is damped previously 
to its being subjected to the inked type, in order to enable it to imbibe the 
ink more freely ; while in the former the paper is used dry after having been 
milled to such an extent as to render the surface hara and glossy, and 
prevent it as much as possible from imbibing the ink. The ink is prepared 
with a species of varnish known in the trade as “  Silvine,” an oleaginous 
compound of a very sensitive nature, possessing the quality of changing and 
becoming disorganized if any of the preparations used as detergente are 
applied to the stamps. It is necessary that the plate should be kept heated 
during the printing ; the ink is also applied warm, and sets immediately on 
the paper. Messrs. De La Rue and Co. have with signal advantage suoeti- 

, tuted a tympan made of satin for the parchment one ordinarily employed in 
typographic printing.
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latter denomination. So amali a measure of success had 
attended the issue of the embossed adhesive stamps that the 
Commissioners of the Inland Revenue Department could feel 
hut little encouragement' to make further trial of etamps manu* 
factored by such a tedious and costly process. Independently 
of this, in the interval that had elapsed since the issue o f the 
stamps of one penny and twopence in 1840j not only had 
experience been gained from the knowledge o f what was being 
done in other countries where the new system of adhesive 
stamps had been adopted, but great progress had been made in 
the art*of electro-metallurgy. Still, although the ingenious 
invention for the application o f the voltaic circle to multiply
ing copies o f plates for engravings had been brought before the 
public-in the year 18Í0, it was not till some years after that it 
received any practical application to the manufacture o f postage 
stamps.

In the autumn o f the year 1848 the National Assembly in 
France decreed the establishment o f a uniform rate o f postage, 
to come into effect on the 1st January following. Application 
was at once made to Messrs. Bacon and Petch by the French 
Government to ascertain in what space o f time and at what 
price they would undertake to furnish the required provision of 
stamps; but the answers to both these questions were not 
satisfactory, and the negotiation was in consequence broken off 
The Government, pressed for time, then addressed itself to M. 
Hulot, a French engraver, who, at a time when the Bank of 
France was in immediate want o f a supply o f small notes, had 
in two months supplied what were required by the aid o f the 
electrotyping or galvanoplastie process. M. Hulot saw his way 
to the application o f a similar process to the manufacture of 
postage etamps, and succeeded so well in his operations that a 
week before the 1st January, 1849, when the new law was to 
come into operation, all the postoffices in France were provided 
with supplies of stamps, while a surplus of from eight to ten 
millions remained in stock.

Again, in the year 1851, Messrs. Archer and Branston sub- »
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mi ttod to the Inland Revenue Department a proposition offering 
to print, gum with the best white gum, and perforate, the whole 
of the adhesive postage stampe required by the Department at 
the rate o f 4icL per 1 ,000, provided that they were allowed to 
print them on the surface principle, similar to that adopted in 
France. Specimens o f what they professed to be able to 
accomplish by employing this mode of printing were produced 
by them before the Committee of the House of Commons in
1862. These, known.as the “ Prince Albert Essays,” will be 
referred to hereafter. But what doubtless principally influenced 
the authorities in determining in 1855 to make a trial o f the 
typographic system was that at this period Messrs. Thomas 
De La Rue and Co., o f Bunhill Row, London, were supplying 
the Inland Revenue Department with foreign bill and other 
fiscal adhesive stamps, manufactured by them on this system. 
This firm therefore received instructions in the spring o f 1855 
to submit proposals to the Inland Revenue Department for 
manufacturing a stamp o f the value of fourpence on the typo
graphic system, bearing in mind that it was absolutely necessary 
that all existing safeguards against fraud should he fully main
tained.

^ " * T h e  proposals o f Messrs. De La Rue and Co. having been 
accepted, and the design submitted by them approved, the 
stamps were ordered to he printed, and the issue o f them to the 
public took place on the 31st July, 1855. In the following 
year the manufacture o f the sixpence and the one shilling 
stamps o f this Section was also entrusted to the same firm. 
The manner in which these stamps were executed proved so 
satisfactory, both to the public and the heads o f the Inland 
Revenue Department, that, as new values were required, all the 
stamps above the value o f twopence were manufactured upon 
the typographic system, and on the termination of the contracts 
with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., at Jhe dose o f the year 
1879, for the supply o f the stamps o f the value o f twopence 
and under, the same system was extended to the whole o f the 
various values required for the postal service.
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Page lOS. From a paper which appeared in the Printers’ Eegieter for 
1878, contributed by a former employe of Messrs. De La Rue and Co., we 
leam that the head of Her Majesty which served for the fourpence, sixpence, 
&c,, was engraved by Monsieur Joubert, a French artist, on a block of soft 
steel. This, after being hardened, constituted the primary die, from which 
secondary ones were struck on blocks of soft steel, about 2£ inches in 
diameter, as they were required. The various ornamental borders were then 
added, and the sides of the block cut away, so as to leave the rectangular

die standing a trifle higher than the rest of the block, which after having 
been hardened was in a fit state to produce the moulds or matrices required 
for forming the electrotype plate.

These were produced in the following manner : A  collar was made by 
cutting a hole ш a disc of wrought iron, about 4 inches in diameter, exactly 
fitting the salient rectangular die. A  kind of sliallow box with the die at 
the bottom was thus formed, into which was introduced a blank cut to the 
Bize from a sheet of well-milled lead, and an impression taken by the aid of a 
press. This process was repeated until the required number of impressions 
were taken, which were then arranged in a form, and constituted the matrix 
on which the metal was deposited Ъу the electro process. When the form 
was removed from the battery it was backed up with metal, and the backing 
planed down under a machine so as to render the plate perfectly level. The 
lead moulds were then removed,and destroyed by the revenue officer. After 
having been mounted on an iron plate, and any adhering particles of lead 
carefully washed out, the plate was ready to be used for printing.

In a note at the foot of page 103 it is stated that the durability of plates 
made by the electrotype process is greatly inferior to that of steel plates. 
The rapid wear of the electro plates was attributable in a great measure to 
the injurious action on the copper of many of the coloured inks employed, 
especially of those which, like vermilion, contained mercury. Recent im
provements have in a great measure remedied this defect ; for by employing 
powerful dynamo-electric machines, such as are now in use in Messrs. De La 
Rue and Co.’s establishment, not only is the copper deposited on the matrix 
with much greater rapidity than was attainable by the ordinary voltaic 
battery, but a film of steel or nickel can now be deposited on the surface of 
the electro copper-plate so fine as not to interfere with the delicacy of the 
lines of the engraving, while at the same time it preserves it from the 
injurious action of the ink. The length of time that Plates Noe. 13 and 14 
o f  the one shilling, and Plates Kos. 22 and 23 of the twopence halfpenny 
have been in use. impressions of which are still current, shows clearly the 

,great utility of the new process, and the economy consequent upon its adop
tion in the preparation of plates for postage stamp printing.
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Before entering upon the consideration o f these stamps 
seriatim , it may serve to avoid some useless repetition if we 
notice certain features which are common to the entire group, 
any deviations from which will be noted as we proceed with the 
examination o f the several vaines in detail.

Plate.— The process by which the plates are constructed is 
in substance as follows : The design is first o f all engraved on 
steel in relief, as in wood engraving, or, as the French term it, 
en épargne. W hen letters and plate numbers are to be inserted 
in the stamps, holes are cut through the die in the places 
indicated, and the letters and numbers on moveable steel types 
introduced into them. From thia matrix as many moulds are 
taken, in soft lead, gatta percha, or eome similar material, as are 
necessary to compose a plate of the size required. These moulds 
or little blocks are then arranged in a form, and an electro-cast 
taken from the whole, which, after having been properly backed 
and mounted, constitutes the printing plate. The plates, or 
“ panes,”  as they are technically termed, vary in size in the 
different values. In some, the pane is composed o f one entire 
electro-cast, while in others it is an assemblage o f two or more, 
but this is a matter o f detail and convenience which is not 
material to our subject. Where the entire plate consists of two 
panes only, they are separated from each other horizontally by a 
space equal to a row o f stamps ; but when it consists of four or 
more distinct panes a like horizontal interval is left between 
them, and they are usually separated from each other vertically 
by a space of about half-an-inch in width. Thus in the high 
values o f five shillings, ten shillings, and one pound, the pane 
consists of twenty casts, disposed in four rows o f five in each 
row, four of which panes constitute an entire sheet ; in the 
twopence-halfpenny the pane until recently consisted o f ninety-

• The durability of plates made by the electrotype process will uot bear 
comparison with that of steel plates. We have seen that these latter, 
when constructed for printing by the copper-plate printing process, have 
given off on an average about half a million of impressions, while the 
electrotype plates do not yield a tenth part of this number when the 
design is of a corresponding degree of fineness.
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six caste, disposed in eight rows of twelve in each row, two of 
which constituted an entire sheet, hut now, like as in all the 
other values, with the exception o f the one shilling, the pane 
consists o f one hundred and twenty casts disposed in ten rows 
of twelve in each row, two o f which constitute an entire sheet 
As regards, however, the threepence, fourpence, and sixpence, 
comprised in this latter category, this has not been uniformly 
the case, and the same remark applies to the eightpence, nine- 
pence, tenpence, and two shillings, now obsolete. So long as 
the fourpence and eightpence were printed on paper watermarked 
with a garter, the panes consisted o f sixty stamps, disposed in ten 
rows o f six in each row, four o f which constituted an entire sheet ; 
while in the threepence, sixpence, ninepence, tenpence, and two 
shillings, the first three of which were originally printed on 
paper watermarked with the heraldic emblems o f the rose, sham
rock, and thistle, and subsequently with a spray of rose, the 
pane consisted o f twenty caste, disposed in five rows o f four in 
each row, twelve of which panes placed within the form in four 
rows of three in each row, constituted an entire sheet.* This 
disposition etili remains in force as respects the one shilling,
though a change is said to be imminent. ( -W  a d d o lc ia  )

/•>• syg .
* The entire sheet must not he confounded with a “ shut" o f stamps 

in Postoffice parlance, which consiste of a conventional number of 
“  panes," or parte of a pane, and is adopted by the Department as a con
venient mode of calculation when the stamps are forwarded to the various 
Post-office«. Thus the Post-office sheet of one halfpenny, one penny, and 
three-halfpence, consists of an entire sheet of 240 stamps, in two panes 
of 120 each, of the facial value of ten, twenty, and thirty shillings re
spectively ; that of the twopence of half an entire sheet, or one pene of 120 
stamps of the facial value of one pound ; that of the twopence-half-penny 
of half an entire sheet, or one pane of one hundred and twenty stamp« of 
the facial value of twenty-five shillings ; that of the threepence and sixpence 
of forty stampe, or one-third of a pane of 120 stamps, but formerly of two 
panes of twenty in each pane, of the value of ten shillings and one pound 
respectively ; that of the fourpence of sixty stamps or one-half of a pane 
of 120 stampe, but formerly of one pane of sixty stamp«, of the facial 
valne of one >pound ; that of the fivepenee of sixty stamps, or one-half of a 
pane of 120 stamps of the facial value of twenty-five shillings ; that of the 
eightpence (now obsolete) consisted of thirty stamps (being one-half of a



Page IO4, Иле SO from the top, and page 1S2 n.f The issue to the public 
of the one shilling on paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880 ”  took p lú » on 
15th June, 1881, while Plate No. 13 was still in use. The colour of the 
impression, pale brown-vermilion, was not altered. The stampe were printed 
in panes 01 120 stamps, like those of |<L, Id., &c., and similar marks were 
introduced into the margins denoting where the pane might be divided 
horizontally into two equal portions, and each of these vertically into three, 
thus forming six equal portions of 20 stamps each, and constituting a Post
office sheet of the value of £1. Plate No. 14, registered 20th December,

. 1875. is now in use, and impressions from it were issued to the public in 
I October, 1882.
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insert “ or oval,” as in some values the plate number is in an oval disc.
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Lettering.— Letters are inserted in all the four angles o f the 
whole of the stampe comprised in this Section, manufactured 
since the commencement o f the year 1862, with the exception 
of the one-halfpenny, three-halfpence, and twopence, produced in 
1880, and the fivepence produced in 1881. The lettering is 
carried out on precisely the same principle as that aLøpted for 
the stamps in Section L , notwithstanding that for the sake of 
convenience the plate may have been composed o f two or more 
panes. Thus, for example, the threepenny stamp, np to the 
year 1881, was printed in twelve panes, arranged on the entire. 
sheet in four rows o f three in each row ; the lower angles of the 
first row o f stamps in the first pane of the first row hon  the 
letters a . a . ,  A .B ., A . a ,  A .D ., the lower angles o f the first row o f 
stamps in the first pane o f the second row, the letters f.a., f.b., 
P.O., and P.d.

P l a t s  N u m b e r . — In the case o f all the stamps comprised in 
this Section, manufactured and issued prior to 1880, the number 
of the plate was introduced twice into the margin of Üre sheet ; 
namely, above the right upper comer o f the plate, and below 
the lower left comer, in white figures, on a solid circular disc 
of the same colour as the impression inclosed in a small 
similarly coloured ring. The official number o f the plate 
occupied the other comers, and was inserted in coloured figures 
inclosed in a single lined frame.*

pane of sixty) of the facial value of one pound ; that of the ninepence, 
tenpenoe, and two ahillings (all now obsolete) of one pane of twenty 
stampe, of the respective values of fifteen shillings, sixteen shillings and 
eightpence, and two pounds ; that of the one shilling copriate of оде pane 
of twenty stampe, of the facial value of one pound ; and that of five shilling* 
of one pane of twenty, of the facial value of five pounds. The stampe of 
ten shillings and twenty shillingé can be obtained singly by the postmasten 
hom the Inland Revenue Office.

* The plate number was inserted at all the four corners in the two first 
plates of the fourpence, issued in 1865. With this exception, the official 
numbers of the plates occupy the corners alternately with the plate 
numbers. After the introdnetion of the numbers on the face of the 
stamps these plate numbers corresponded with them, except in one 
instance, that of the one shilling mentioned hereafter.
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Paper.— The paper e a pfcyoAJ 
Мие - 8ootfai>j4 i ntaehřwa mnde,W— T " — и»«у«ш »»у. П1Ш TTorauMuik* v* VSXUØPØntt Л 'и м  /• f •

introduced into it, and к  manufactured expressly for the 
purpose by M ean . Turner and Co., o f Chafiford Mills, Fordcombe, 
near Tunbridge W ells, under the superintendence and control 
o f officers o f the Inland Revenue Department./* formerly 

^ ,-f - ^^j^waterm arks could only be inserted in hand-made paper, but 
jicnit*. under the modem processes o f manufacture machine-made paper 

f ı tr im i* ' (hJ.***^ ©an be as readily watermarked as that made by hand. The 
^hits1' for forming the various watermarks are manufactured hy 

TPr . ~ 7 Т«=^ Вч̂ Messrs. De La Rue and Co., and supplied by them to the manu- 
riLsbJi hidrt.i facturera o f the paper under the orders o f the officer of the

Inland Revenue Department. .  ţ____,л » ^  U Z -jv , ^  ‘ K  - C c
The paper is wove,^and though it may nave been occasionally 

noticed that lines are found in it much resembling those in laid 
paper, yet such appearances are entirely due to accidental cir
cumstances, and the paper is not less essentially a wove paper.* 

The paper employed prior to that recently introduced, water
marked with “ Crown (1880),” was well made, o f fine and firm

МКЛ -
* These appearances are more especially noticeable in some of the 

sheets used for printing the plates Nos. 16 and 18 of the twopence half
penny, and other examples might be adduced ; hut they are doubtless due 
to some accidental circumstances, arising probably from unequal pressure 
İn the course of the manufacture, or to inequality in the web of tbe 
frame. These and such like unintentional deviations are not of sufficient 
importance to be treated as varieties, and are only mentioned for the 
purpose of recording their existence.

It may be mentioned that the web on which the pulp is received is 
formed of fine wire ganze, cloeely and evenly woven, the small interstices 
permitting the watery portion of the pulp to pass through, leaving the 
solid part behind. This makes plain toooe paper, or the papier и ni of 
the French. I f  thicker wires, crossing each other at right angles, so as to 
form a series o f squares, are introduced in the ganze, the paper is marked 
with squares, the papier quadrillé of the French. Should the warp be 
made of thicker wires than the woof, and thus marked with uniformly 
laid lines, the paper is laid or vergé. And if  again still thicker wires ere 
introduced into the warp at regular intervals, a lined laid paper is pro
duced, called by the French papier vergé batonné. When these lines are 
introduced in the plain wove paper, it is called by the French, papier
batonné аапа vergeures intérieures, or simply papier batonné.



\ Philatelic Record. * (7 e? 2*.
n o t e s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e - p r  d s t a m p s  o f

GREAT BRITAIN,

J

Так authors o f The Postage and Telegraph Stamps o f Great Britain, 
vhen treating o f the paper which was employed for the firet ieauea of 
the fourpence, mention tneee two important facts :

First.—That in the year 1865, at the time when the proposals of 
Uessra lie La Rae & Co. for the manufacture of the fourpence by 
surface-printing were accepted, that firm was printing foreign bill and 
other fiscal stamps for the Boa id o f Inland Revenue on a paper into the 
pulp of which pruaaiate of potash had been introduced, and which has 
been designated “  safety ” paper.

Second.—That they were informed by the head of the chemical 
department of Meters. De La Rue & Co.'s establishment that the use of 
pnusiate of potash in the manufacture of the paper had been abandoned, 
because it was found that its action was so capricious, that it was 
impossible to rely on any uniformity in its effect.

The first surface-printed stamps manufactured by Mesars. De La Rae 
& Co. for the Inland Revenue Department were the “ Draft" and 
“ Receipt ” stompe, issued 10th October, 1853 ; and these were followed 
by a series of “ Foreign0 Bill stamps, issued 10th October, 1854. The 
earliest printings o f the two first were on white paper very closely 
resembling machine-made paper ; but we are informed that it was 
hand-made throughout the continuance of the watermark of “ Foul 
anchor with double-lined stock."

We find, however, that the paper was soon changed to the blued 
“ safety " paper, which was employed from the first for the Foreign 
fill stampa, watermarked V.R. This paper was in full use when the 
(oatage stamp of fourpence was ordered ; and its substance, combined 
with other circumstances, clearly shows that the pnlp employed for the 
manufacture of the paper for the first issue o f the fonrpence was 
aentical with that then in use for the fiscal stamps, and we consequently 
dad in both, as may be expected, similar evidences of the capricious 
iction of the prussiate of potash. The paper, both for the fourpence 
postage and for the fiscale, was hand-made. It is stout, for the most

Г> strongly blued ; but specimens are met with on paper which may 
best described as “ mottled," while others are found on- what is 
slmost white. Whether these last are to be attributed to the failure 

of action of the prussiate of potash, arising possibly from ita effects 
being neutralised by the presence o f other chemicals in the pulp, or 
from its having been omitted in the composition, we are unable to 
determine, bat the fact cannot be disputed that specimens are to be 
met with in which the paper may pass for white.* The paper is also 

* The introduction of tne prussiate of potash into the pulp seems to have 
oesn especially intended as a safeguard against the cleaning of stamps that 
h*d been obliterated by pen and ink ; for though its use was discontinued in 
the case of the paper for the postage stamps, yet we find that it still 
continued to be used more or less in that employed for the fiscal stamps 
un "Anchor” and other papera down to the date of the issue of the unified 
* le*. »nd throughout all the time that it was in use it exhibited signs of its 
■♦priciou* action.
*ţoat in substance and exceedingly hard, and its surface rendered so 
c,°® by milling, that it is almost as solid as ivory, 

ill the specimens we have seen o f the “  Small Garter ” are on stout 
ay  r> varying from deeply blued to what is apparently white ; and the 
I “fab printings of Лозе on “ Middle-sized Garter" are on deeply 
-li.«! paper of a similar kind. But these specimens are rare ; for the 
'Ier soon became sensiblv thinner, and the colour mottled, until we
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_4  When a learned body like the London Philatelic Society puts lortn, as it 
jlø in the April number of its Journal, p. 100, a theory regarding the 
^tenoe of specimens of this stamp on white paper watermarked with 
«mall garter,”  and hints that such specimens may have been "blanched 
w* some acid solution,” we feel the greatest possible hesitation in 
«nturing to differ from it  We do not profess to be chemists,

5t we nave tried the effects of various chemicals on the "safety” 
per, and that of acids is to rendei it still more blue, while that 
f «Unii« and chlorides is at once hopelessly to destroy the carmine, and we 

:bink Ül0 same results would follow the use of the celebrated savon de 
Harsé illet. What does affect the paper most sensibly, though not to bleach 
it, it snlphate of iron, which formerly entered so commonly into the composi
tion of writing ink, and this it is that leads to the belief that the introduction 
of the prussiate of potash was chiefly directed against tampering with the 
itsmps that had been obliterated with the ordinary writing ink. Where the 
»others of The Postage and Telegraph Stamps appear to have erred when 
dacribing the etamps of the first issue as "more or less tinted blue,” is to 
here omitted sufficiently to take into account the capricious action of the 
chemical, or its possible absence in some cases. We also fail entirely to 
imierstand what is meant by "the appearance therefore of these stamps 
site the first paper” — that is, the blue “ safety”— “ and second water
mark—‘ middle garter’—seems as yet unaccountable, unless the learned 
authors of “ Great Britain” are wrong, and that the white ‘safety' paper had ; 
been prepared and even put into use before the change of watermarks. ” If it is 
meant by this to express that stamps on "Small Garter” have appeared on 
white paper, similar to that used for the “  Middle-sized Garter,” we have 
never heard of such, and do not believe in them. This latter paper is very 
much thinner than that of the mottled and so-called white paper specimens 
of the "Small Garter,” and cannot possibly be confounded with it, bendes 
which it is not “  safety ”  paper, the very essence of which consiste in the 
presence of prussiate of potash in its composition.

It seems to be a matter admitting of no doubt that tfre reasons given 
the authors of The Postage and Telegraph Stamps for the change of the 

j temiark from u Small ”  to “  Middle-sized Garter," and subsequently 
r ' Large Garter,” are well founded. A t what particular date, however,

; “ Small Garter”  paper was superseded by that with the “ Middle
* 1 Garter ” is very difficult to determine ; but the authors appear to 

«well considered the question, and formed the opinion that it took 
't about the month of March, 1656, and that the praseiate o f potash 

ee id to be used about the month of June in that year, and for all 
pra ticai purposes these dates seem to be sufficiently accurate. The 
usee of the stamps on “ Small Garter" for the 31st July, 1855, was 
ani minced by a circular from the Inland Revenue Department, dated 
the 24th July, 1855, a copy o f which is to be found in The Pottage and 
Telegraph Stamps, p. 110. A  circular was also issued by the Post-office, 
d*W 27th July, 1855, announcing the approaching issue, to which was • 
attached a specimen of the stamp, overprinted vertically with “  spéci
méit ’’ in thick block letters 12 mm. long. No other circular relative to the 
usue of the fourpence seems to have been sent out by the Poet-office 
until one dated the 29th October, 1856, to which is affixed a specimen 
cf the one shilling then about to be isméd, and also a specimen of the 
for pence on thm white paper, watermarked with u Middle-sized

both overprinted horizontally with the word “  bpittmen ” in
block letters 18 mm. long, the circolar being headed,“  Specimens 

u New Stamps of One Shflling and Fourpence.*
may be objected that specimens of the fooxpence on “  Middle-sized 

h -:r ” paper, printed on thick “  safety * paper, are found bearing 
-и word “ s p e c i m e n ”  impressed vertically, which points to this issne 
ing almost simultaneous with that on “  Small Garter.”  To this we 

■‘« u r  for the following reasons : These specimens do not necessarily 
•Jear to ns as having been issued by the Post-office to the country 
hoes, though some few may have been so issued, as specimens o f new 
»ue« were frequently not sent out simultaneously to all the country 
Seti ; but the important fact is that these, so far as we have seen, 

bear the word “  s p e c i m e n  ”  stamped by hand vertically in thinner block 
letten 20 mm. long, and are frequently found in pairs, which 
conk not therefore have been issned by the Post-office to the country 
offioa. These, however, must have been the first printings, as used 
•Pjntnena on thick “ safety”  paper are very rare, and even those on 
“ifner mottled are not very common.





JVe may also learn sometning trom the facts relating to the issue 
Jhe fourpence. Its use was very limited in the first instance. It was 
tøed specially to defray the new rate of postage to France, that came 
VLO »P6 ration on 1st January, 1855. From the date of its issue to 
jXh June, 1856, 3,987,120 stamps were issued, which, as they were 
«tinted in sheets of 240 in four panes of 60, each representing a 
fat-office sheet of £1, would require about 1662 sheets of papeř. In 
J* following year the consumption was even less, the number issued 
from 1st July, 1856, to 30th June, 1857, being 3,374,040, requiring 
i little more than 1400 sheets of paper ; so that six reams of paper of 

,516 sheets each would suffice for the consumption of the first two 
jars, which was probably about the lime that the issue on “ Small”  
tad “ Middle-sized Garter ” lasted, for Plate 2 was not put to press till 
8.6.57, and it is probable that the “ Large Garter” paper was then 
it light into use,

fhe paper watermarked with “  Large Garter ” continued to be hand' 
otde down to the year 1865, the last consignment of hand-made paper 
havi Dg been made in June, 1864, and the first consignment of mschine- 
nade in December of that year ; so that as Plate 4 was put to press 
Î.9.S3, and the next one, Plate 7— Plates 5 and 6 not having been used 
-was put to press 8.6.65, it is probable that the printing on machine- 
made “ Large Garter” commenced with Plate 7, issued 1st August, 1865.

It may be well to mention that in machine-made paper the outer 
edges of the continuous roll show a rough or deckled edge, resembling 
’hit round the four sides of a sheet of band-made paper. The “  Dandy 
Rolls” supplied by the Inland Revenue Department to the paper- 
lakers were what is termed “  three sheet” ones, watermarking at each 
evolution three sheets disposed end to end. One end therefore of two 
nt of the three sheets would show a deckled edge, a fine specimen 
i which belonging to Plate 12 was furnished to us by Mr. W. T. 
filson, to whom, and to our publishers, we are indebted for the loan of 
■verd of the numerous specimens that we have examined.
The experiments on the paper for tbe “ Small ” and “ Middle-sized" 

ia’ ters were, as we have said, confined to about six reams of paper, 
probably two of these were of thin white “  Middle-sized Garter." 

regards the other four reams, the experiments do not seem to have 
u confined to the paper, as there is evidence of experiments in the 
ating. The impressions on “ Small Garter" paper, and the early 

■es on “  Middle-sized Ganer," show a coloured ink of a very different 
meter to that subsequently employed on the thin white “ Middle- 
ed Garter” paper. It is pure carmin**, mixed up with a glossy 
■aish,* and has a tendency to scale. This is found throughout the 

. * See P hilatelic Record, vol. v. p. 114.
i ressi,ms 0n “ Small Garter,” and the early ones of those on “ Middle- 
id Garter," notablv in those marked “  specimen." On the thinner 

«tied paper the impression is not so glossy ; and on the thin white 
ink is without floss, and approaches more frequently in colour 

roie- In the impressions on the hard stout paper, the coloured 
tfuent appear to be entirely on the surface, and not to have 
netraterl or gunj. jnt0 the paper, as is evident from the simple fact 

the whole impression may be readily removed by a detergent 
luMtf  eav'ne a mark or even taking the gloss off the paper. In 
tl e i, Í the obliterated copies also the mark is smudged, showing that 
imn« * employed, which was not quick-drying like that of the 

P^ion. did not penetrate the paper.





the “ rrnext Paper which was brought into use was that marked with 
Heraldic Emblems,” and arranged for 12 panes of 20. This was 

Th*”  n “  Flowers ” in the Department, and was also a hand-made paper.
,le e” eet of Sixpence registered 29.3.56 was on “ safety”  paper, some

what mottled, and not in its stoutest form. And the same remarks 
aT>Pl v to the One Shilling, registered 27.6.56,evidence, we think, that those 
were printed from thepnlpin what we may term the second stage. Used 
*necimens of the sixpence on blue paper are not very uncommon, but all 
that we have seen are mottled. Many sheets doubtless of the sixpence 
were printed between the date of the registration and that of the issne, 
which did not take place till the following October, owing probably 
to the desire to exhaust the stock on baud of the embossed sixpence. 
Used copies of the one shilling on bine paper have not been fopnd. 
though possihlv some exist of the mottled kind ; bnt the copies^rei! 
printed with “ Specimen”  sent out previous to the issue, bffth of 
ook”Xpence An<̂  the one shilling (the latter, as we have stated, on the 
29th October, 1856), were on white paper; and the natural inference 
18 joat the supply of “  safety ” paper, watermarked with “  heraldic 
^blems,” was very limited. The last consignment of hand - made 

Flowers” paper was made in 1866, and was followed, later on in the 
same year, by a machine-made paper, which we designate “ Spray 

"08e,” similarly divided into 12 panes of 20 each. This was carried 
J? lne Department to the account of “  Flowers,” two kinds of paper for 
the ordinary sized postage stamps being alone recognised—“ Garter” in 4
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Page 107. We believe that we have unconsciously done injustice to Messrs. 
De Lia Bue and Co.in stating that the “ Crown paper 1880” is inferior 
in quality to that employed by them previously to 1880. We are told that 
the quality is the same, only that it is not so much milled as before, and 
therefore appears thicker. No doubt there are good and sufficient reasons 
for diminishing the number of times the paper is passed through the mill, 
but the effect is to leave the paper actually thicker, and to render it less 
glossy, less tough and compact, than formerly—special features which 
naturally influence the public in forming an opinion of the quality of the paper.
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Page 107. CONTROL MARKS. Il is aue W) meşem. ı/e  a»  rvue »uu w . то IUI, 
mention that the reason they assign for the abandonment of the control  ̂ .
marks is that the system of manufacture now in operation does not require I
them, and they were useless for any other object. We are not sure that we 
fully appreciate this, but suppose it to imply that mechanical contrivances

107. Control M arks. T tu n lu eto  Messrs. De La Rue anand Co. to ?  t&L, WS-
l ' f i '

• O føttrU

И̂ ал
/ V fbl*- i

have been adopted which render mistakes impossible by providing «n unerring 
^ tale for the prating of each value.



jfeó , an«] “  Flowers ” in 12 jinnee of 20 ; so that when paper was 
rrøl the storekeeper «ave out the quantity sufficient for the stamps 
jjøned 'a  l^c Warruot with reference only to its being “ Garter”  or 

Aggers.'
The “ Anchor" paper as it appeared first, with a double-lined stock 
• with cable, an«l printed with the watermark reversed, was, as has been 

hud-made ; but after the watermark had-been changed in 1855 to 
p0al Anchor" it was machine-made,- unti has so continued to the 

time through its various phases, according as fresh “ Dandy 
[s’ have been supplied. The “ Small Anchor” paper, first supplied in 

1J65, bas always been machine-made ; so also was that watermarked 
^Croix райе, first supplied in 1867, and which was superseded by 
«yr-е Anchor” in 1880. The paper watermarked with “  Orb,” first 
junked in 1875, lias always been machiue-made. The “ Shamrock” 
»pa, specially supplied iu 1870 for the Telegraph Stamps of one 
Jauy,l>ut which was also subsequently used for those o f £ l ,  £5, and 
Jjehdf-penny, was hand-made, und none was ever made by machine.

\Tebelieve that the above comprises all that is or can be known of the 
pjper nted for the postage and telegraph stamps ; but we cannot con- 
JJmj, our remarks without expressing the great obligations we are 
uida to the heads of the Inland Hevernie Department and to the 
Po*.office for the aseistanee they have rendered to us in our 
instigations.
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TYPE-PRINTED STAMPS. 107

texture, of good substance, varying but little in thickness, and 
highly glazed by milling. The firat postage stamps manu
factured by Meesra De La Eue and Co. in 1855 were, as will .  
be subsequently more fully noticed, printed on a special or safety K s m L  
paper then on trial, which contained a chemical ingredient im
parting to it a distinctly bine tinge. The juae o f t^ s paper only 
continued for a few months, and with this cxceptnm.the colour 
of the paper «a s unrionnïywhite, or what passes for white.

The paper watermarked with a “  Crown,” introduced with the 
issue of the one penny 1880, and now employed for most o f the 
relues, is o f ► very  mooh -inferior quality,u n d -of a yellowish- 
white colour ; though thicker in substance, it is less tough, and 
not во highly glazed as before. о-«лп-^ C xiU .,< o  <хЛшшл.ес cß .

C o n t r o l  M a r e s .— These marks were impressed with a hand- 
rtamp on the sheets at the left lower and right upper portions 
)f the margins, and consisted o f the word p o s t a g e ,  surmounted 
>j a crown, with the value of the stamp in figures underneath 
Where the watermark o f “  m a r k ”  was found in the margina, the 
control mark was impressed immediately over i t  Up to the 
year 1875 the impression was made in blue ink, but subset 
quently in red, on all the values in this Section, with the 
exception o f those o f twopence and under. Since the com
mencement of the present year— 1881— the practice has been 
discontinued.

These marks were impressed on the sheets before they were 
issued to the contractors for the printing, and were found useful, ^ Г~
not only in checking the sheets on their return to the Depart- • f
ment after having been printed and gummed, but in facilitating 
the supervision by the officer in charge of the printing on the con
tractors’ premises. Stamps of the values o f threepence, sixpence, 
ninepence, tenpence, one shilling, and two shillings, were at one 
period all printed on paper with the same watermark. When 
paper for these values was given out hy the Department, with 
directions to print a certain number o f sheets with one value 
and a certain number with other values, the contractors were 
ander obligation to return the proper number o f each value, or



to account for any deficiency ; and should this occur it might 
have proved difficult in the absence o f the control mark to 
determine to which value it should he chargeable. How that 
the stampe from one halfpenny upwards, with the exception 
o f the five shillings and higher values are, or soon will he, all 
printed on the same kind o f paper, it is difficult to conceive 
why the nee o f this control mark should have been abandoned.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The stampe of all the values except those 
issued in 1880 and 1881 are printed by ordinary typographic 
presses worked by hand, but those issued in 1880 and 1881, in 
which a coarser style o f engraving has been adopted, are printed 
by a more rapid process in presses worked by steam. The 
colours employed are all more or less fugitive, showing slight 
differences in tone in the composite colours, but considerable 
differences in shade.

G um .— The gum employed by Messrs. De La Eue and Co. has 
always been white and pore, and has never had the effect of 
producing any discoloration in the paper or the stamps similar 
to that found in some o f those comprised in Section L It is 
also remarkable for its excellent adhesive properties, and being 
tough, does not crack. Further, it is applied very evenly to the 
sheets, and does not cause the stamps to curL In this respect 
the adhesive labels produced by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. are 
unrivalled, and they may fairly be congratulated on their success 
in this most important branch o f the manufacture.

P e r f o r a t i o n .— Up to nearly the dose o f the year 1880 the 
whole of the stamps in this Section then issued were perforated 
on the Government premises at Somerset House by the ordinary 
machinée perforating fourteen holes in the space of two 
centimètres, except as regards those o f five shillings, ten 
shillings, and one pound, which from their size could not be 
perforated by the same machines as those employed for the 
other values. These latter, as will he noticed, hereafter, are 
perforated by the machines used for perforating divers fiscal 
stamps of similar dimensions, in which the needles are so set 
as to produce fifteen holes in the space of two centimètres.

1 0 8  P08TAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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At the preeent time the manufacture o f the whole of the 
postage stamps having become centred in the hands o f one firm, 
the perforation o f all but the high values o f five shillings, ten 
ibillings, and one pound has ceased to be done at Somerset 
House, the contractors being now charged with it  Messrs. De 
la Bue and Co. therefore deliver the stamps to the offices of the 
Inland Revenue Department completely ready for issue. The 
gauge of the perforation made by the machines employed by 
the contractors remarne the same as before.*

1. The F ourpence.
4L __

Design.— The design consists of a diademed portrait in 
profile of Queen Victoria to the left, on a groundwork of fine 
horizontal lines within a double-lined circle. Above and below 
the circle are curved tablets, with postage inscribed on the 
upper, and four pence on the lower, both in white letters on a 
plam solid ground of colour. The whole is enclosed in a 
rectangular frame, measuring 18} x 2 2 } mm., which is inter
cepted at the sides by the circle enclosing the head, and at 
the юр and bottom by the curved tablets.

Juret J h u .
Date of Issue, 31st July, 1866. f

D ie L— The extremities of the curved tablets above and 
below the circle enclosing the profile of the Queen wore square. 
The spandrels were filled up with a honey-comb pattern, and

* It may hare heen observed that wherever the stampe were printed 
io snail panes, one and sometimes both of thoee on the outside of the row 
»«íe perforated on tho outer edge at a distance of abont a quarter of an 
inch from the impression. This was caused by the adjustment of the 
▼orticai rows of the perforating needles, necessitated by the stamps 
being printed in panes, separated vertically from each other by a space 
of shout half-an-inch. ■ >, . A *' • J — ,.

r In many cases it is difficult to fix the precise date of the issue of any 
particular stamp, as it has frequently made ite appearance without being 
preceded by any official announcement, and the issue has not always 
taken place simultaneously in London and the country. This was
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email S t  Andrew 's crosses placed in  all the four cornere of the 
frame.

P l a t e .— The plate was constructed to admit 
o f printing a sheet o f 240  stamps divisible 
into four smaller sheets of sixty  each, and was 
therefore composed o f four panes arranged two 
and tw o, separated from each other longitu
dinally by  a space o f about half-an-inch  
w ide, and by a horizontal space equal to a .
row o f stamps. Each pane consisted o f sixty  casts, arranged 
in  ten rows o f six in  each row, and measured 4 f  inches wide 
b y 9ÿ  inches deep. A bove each pane was printed postaci* 
fourpenoe in capitals, and on the exterior margin я; alongside of 
each pane, “  P rice— 4d. per Label— 2a per Row of Six— £1 
per Sheet o f S ixty .”

Tw o plates, numbered 1 and 2 , were employed during this 
issue, the first o f which received its imprimatur on 13th July 
1 8 6 6 , and the second on 29th October, 1856. There is 
nothing o î  ш еш ф гевй опв ^taéen'Trom these plates to indicate 
to  which o f them -they respectively belong, fa  rt̂

P aper .— I n  the early part o f the year 1866 , as previously 
mentioned, Mesara D e  L a Rue and Co. were supplying the 
Inland Revenue Departm ent with various foreign b ill, chancery, 
common law , and receipt stam pa These stampa were printed 
on stout machina unirlo pape?,^W aterm arked w ith varionr 

k<fa) A
especially noticeable in the case of the twopence (1840). In the present 
дим the public was informed of the issue by a notice as follows :—

"Inland Revenue, Somerset House, 
“ 24th July, Ш 6.

" N otice is hereby given that the Commissioners of Inland Revenue have 
provided a stamp for denoting the value of Ad. for postage, and that such 
stamps will be issued to the Public on and after .the 31st of this month at 
the Office of the Distributor of Postage Stamps in this Department and of 
the Distributor of Sea Policy Stamps, New Bank Buildings, City.

“  Farther notice will be given of the period when such stamps ms)' hf 
procured at the Offices of the Distributors throughout the country.

" T homas K eoqh,
“ Secretary

I s * '  Tf.CPfCuX. (Г. X Í ' v UJ4

*f £  ft/

J f a  t
fi* b ‘
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A good deal hae been said úf late regarding specimens of Messrs. 
De laitue and Co.’s stamps, found on stout azuré^paper, and copies of the 
3d. with small letters have been found on such paper. This stout azure 
paper, called for distinction sake “ safety paper,”  as it changed colour under 
certain detergents, was a fad of Messrs, be  la Rue and Co., and was made 
by mixing ferrocyanide of potassium, or, as it is commonly called, prussiate 
of potash, with the pulp. This was not entirely soluble in water, and being 
heavy was inclined to sink, even when the pulp was kept constantly stirrecl 
The consequence was, that sweet waters ana bitter ran from the same 
fountain, the same vat produced paper of various depths of tint In fact, 
no dependence could be placed on the depth of the colour. This paper, 
used tor bill stamps, was adopted for the fourpence postage, but was found 
to be too thick, ana only remained in use till some time in 1856. The 
registration sheets of the Sixpence and of the One Shilling, issued in 1856 
(the latter being registered in June, 1856), were printed on this same stout 
paper, watermarked with “ Heraldic Emblems;" and I have seen several 
obliterated copies of the Sixpence, issued in October, 1856, printed upon it. 
The One Shilling I have not seen, but bave little doubt but that it will turn 
up. At that date every sheet that was used was sent out from Somerset 
House, and one can scarcely suppose that the supply of stout azure paper 
was confined to what was required to print the registration sheets and a few 
copies of the Sixpence, for the copies of the Sixpence are rare. It is 
therefore a matter of no surprise that sheets of this paper should turn 
up and be used several years after, as must have been tne case, for the 
Threepence was not issued till 1862. It is by no means unlikely that the 
Ninepence will turn up also ; but this, like the One Shilling, was principally
sent into countries far away, while the journey of the Threepence did 
not ordinarily extend beyond the limits of Europe.

The “  Inland Revenue ” stamps were all printed on paper which of late 
yean, from 1862 down to their disappearance, was eometimes white, and at 
others tinted azure more or less deeply- The 2Jd. when first issued borrowed 
the paper of the Inland Revenue for the nonce, and we consequently find 
some of the issue on “ Anchor” paper more or less tinged. We have 
not seen this on the “ Orb” paper issue, but the other “ Orb” paper 
of 1881, made for the Inland Revenue stamps of that date, is constantly 
found more or less tinged. .
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ijevices. Nearly the whole o f them were intended to he 
obliterated with pen and ink, and it had heen deemed advisable, 
in order to guard against any attempt to make a fraudulent use 
of a stamp a second time, to devise some means by which the 
removal of the obliterating marks without visible damage to 
the stamp would be impossible. Various experiments had 
been tried for the purpose, and among other expedients it 
was proposed to make use o f a safety paper, into which, 
while in a state o f pulp, some chemical ingredient should be 
introduced which would at once show if  any attempt had been 
nude to remove the effacing marks by means o f acid, or any 
Шее detergent W ith this view a small quantity of prussiate 
of potash was mixed with the pulp during the manufacture. 
Though this possessed the desired properties, yet it imparted a 
blue tinge to the paper, generally deepening in tone by time, 
ind varying in intensity according to the degree o f its ex
posure to atmospheric influences. Experience, moreover, showed 
that it was almost impossible to insure constant uniformity in 
the distribution and effects o f this chemical ingredient, some 
iheets at times being found deeply coloured, while others, even 
in the same ream, were nearly white.* These and other 
objections to the use of this safety paper had not become patent 
when the postage stamp o f fonrpence was ordered to he pre
pared in 1856 ; it was only natural therefore that similar paper, 
furnished with a special watermark to distinguish it from that 
destined for the revenue stamps, should have been adopted/for 
Ле new value. ^

The watermark first employed was a small oval buckled 
garter, the minor axis of the inside ellipse measuring 10 
mm. This w ill he distinguished as “  sm all garter.”  Probably, 
in consequence o f the watermark being too feeble to be readily

* As it is not impossible that these statements may be at varian ее with 
»me pre-eonceived opinions regarding this paper, we may say that they 
ve not grounded on any opinions, of our own, bnt have been com
municated to ш  by Uessrs. De La Rue and Co., after referring to the 
chemist attached to their establishment
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visible in the thick paper, the size o f the garter was changed 
about the month o f March in  the following year, and a larger 
one was substituted, the minor axis o f the inside oval measuring 
13$ mm. This latter is distinguished as “  m iddle-sized garter."

Some o f the objections to the safety paper have been already 
mentioned; but the use o f it as applied to this stamp soon 
revealed other imperfections. Not only was it too thick, but 
its hard and highly-glazed surface, presenting an appearance 
resembling enamel, prevented the ink employed in the printing 
(which was pure carmine) from penetrating the dry paper 
sufficiently, and the colour had in consequence a tendency to 
Ф1* ! °ff- About the month o f June, 1866, the introduc- 

— tion of the chemical ingredient was abandoned, and a „paper* 
thinner in substance, pure white, and not so highly glazed,

4 was substituted. W hen the substance o f the paper ms 
S lic e d /  the bits for producing the watermark of the “  middle

* *  '  sized gaiter” were found unsuitable, and early in the year 1857
new bits were introduced, showing a garter narrower, though 
somewhat larger, than the last, the exterior o f the oval 
extending to the outside line o f the rectangular frame of the 
stamp, and the minor axis o f the inside one measuring 14$ 
mm. This watermark is distinguished as “ large g a rter ”  and 
continued to be used down to the close o f the year 1880.

These watermarks were arranged in panes o f sixty, each pane 
being bounded by a single lined frame. The sheet was adapted 
to receive four o f these panee corresponding to those of the 
plate. The words p o s t a g e  s t a m p s , in cursive hand, were water 
marked in the exterior margins alongside o f each pane, and once 
at the top and bottom of the sheet, as also in the horizontal 
spaces between the two upper aud two lower panes. Of late 
yean the word m a r k , in double-lined capitals, was also inserted 
in watermark immediately before that of p o s t a g e  s t a m p s  

opposite the lower left and upper right panes, and over this the 
control mark was impressed.

I m p r e s s i o n .— During the period that the safety paper was 
employed the colour of the impression was bright carmina
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When white paper was substituted, Ithe watermark o f the 
“  middle-sized garter ”  still remaining in usef the colour of the 
impression was carmine o f a rosy tint, which, after the advent 
of the “ large garter," at the commencement of 1857, gradually 
assumed a deep rose-pink, and so continued varying only in 
depth o f tone to the end o f the issue.

d eton i ЗГввие.

Date of Issue, 16th January, 1862.

Die П.—The profile o f the Queen was retouched, and the 
line o f the circle enclosing it more clearly marked. The curved 
tablets above and below were shortened, and the shape of the 
ends of them altered. The spandrels were 
filled with a wavy reticulated pattern. Solid 
blocks were inserted in the angles of the 
frame, and small letters in white introduced 
into them. The bottom portion o f the frame 
was made solid in place o f the linear pattern 
in the design o f the previous issue.

Plats.— When this issue took place there seems to have been 
some lack o f decision as to the introduction of the plate numbers 
on the face of the stamps. It will be remembered that the in
troduction of these numbers in the stampe originated in 1858  
with the twopence simultaneously with the extension of the letter
ing to all the four angles, and that both o f these modifications 
had been extended to the one penny in 1 8 6 0  or 1861. The four- 
pence, sixpence, and one shilling values in this Section were first 
issued, in 1855 and 1856 , without letters in any o f the angles, 
but when, in 1861 , fresh plates o f these values were required, 
the introduction of the letters was evidently decided upon, 
though the question as to the insertion o f the plate numbers 
appears to have been left open, or, at any rate, not to have re
ceived a solution till the following year. At the close of the 
year 1861 it was decided to add two new values to the stampe

I

iaI cuxi'. A d сАалл/Ал ■

Ä «  engraving of Die II. of the fourpence is inaccurate 
" u i  shoü8 a ground in the lower bar of the frame. Пн srouud u  sohd, as stated in the description.

i l .  Æm C I
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in this Section— the threepence and ninepence— and these, 
together with the second issue o f the fourpence, sixpence, and 
one shilling, were issued at various periods in 1862 with letters 
in the. four angles, hut none of them, with the exception of the 
one shilling, bore the number o f the plate on the face. In the 
case of the fourpence, however, a species o f substitute seems to 
have been adopted, as on plate No. 3, with which this issue com
menced, and the im prim atur on the impression from which is 
dated 29th November, 1861, a small hair-lined Boman figure 
L is found at each extremity o f the lower part of the frame, 
close to the letter blocks. A  second plate of this issue, plate 
No. 4, was approved on the 27th June, 1862, and on this the 
hair-line Homan figure IL  is found along with another mark, 
which we w ill now endeavour to explain.

Not only were two plates, of what may he termed the m a ll 
letter sériée, constructed and authorized for the fourpence, but 
two plates of the вате series were constructed and authorized 
for each o f the other values ; viz., the threepence, the sixpence, 
the ninepence, and the one shilling. In those for the threepence 
the im prim aturs are dated the 19th March and the 26th August, 
1862 ; in  those for the fourpence, the 29th November, 1861, and 
the 27th June, 1862 ; in those of the sixpence, the 17th October, 
1861, and the 16th April, 1862 ; in those o f the ninepence, the 
14th November, 1861, and the 8th May, 1862 ; and in those of 
the one shilling, the 8th May and the 16th June, 1862. On 
the second o f each of these plates (including the one shilling) 
a special or distinguishing mark was introduced, consisting, 
in the case o f the threepence, of a small white dot in the 
solid framing round the profile, immediately under the foliate 
ornament on each side; and in that o f the fourpence^*six
pence, ninepence, and one shilling, of a fine white hamline 
ctõssing the exterior angle o f each o f the letter blocks diagonally. 
No more plates were employed for the printing of the stamps 
in  this “ Hnali letter велящ" / and these marks ceased to be 
need when the introduction o f the numbers o f the plates on 
the face of the stamps was applied to the whole o f those then



N on .—At page 114 an explanation is given of the martı that serve to 
distinguish the impressions nom the second plates of the “  small letter 
series" of the type-printed stamps of threepence, fonrpence, sixpence, nine- 
pence, mid one shilling, from those taken bom the first plates, ©assisting, in 
the threepence, of а small white dot in the solid trilobed border immediately 
below the foliate ornament on each side, and which is farther referred to at 
page 138 ; in the fonrpence, of a small hair-lined nomerai (|) inserted in the 
lower part of the stamp frame dose to the letter blocks in the fint plate and 
(ID In the second ; while impressions from the second plates of the sixpence, 
ninepence, and one shilling are distinguishable from those taken from the fint 
by fine white hair-lines crossing the exterior angle of the letter blocks 
diagonally. The whole of these plates were registered at the several dates 
mentioned at page 114, but the second plates of the fonrpenoe and sixpence 
are the only ones which were ever put to press. Impressions from the 
second plates of the threepence, ninepence, and one shilling were strack off 
for the purposes of registration, and some few specimens, imperforate, though 
gummed, round their way into the hands of collectors ; but beyond this the 
plates were never made use of, and such specimens must consequently be 
regarded rather as essays than as stamps.
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current, as was the case when the next issue was brought 
out

I m p r e s s i o n .— When this issue commenced a change was made 
in the colour o f the impression, and vermilion-red, varying from 
light to dark, was substituted for the rose-pink of the previous 
issue. The colour frequently approached almost to a light tint 
of brick-red. t t  5 . o A  t

?.< > <

Date of Issue, 1st August, 1865.

D i e  IT I— The die was re-engraved ;  the circle enclosing the 
head was reduced in size, so that the frame, composed o f a 
fanciful design similar to that o f the first issue, was only 
partially interrupted by the circle and the 
tablets carrying the inscriptions. The tablets 
were also shortened and rounded at the 
extremities, and at the two ends of the upper 
one numerals were inserted in white on a 
solid ground of colour corresponding with the 
number o f the plate, and enclosed within a 
small circle marked out by a fine white line. Large letters in 
white, on solid square blocks of colour, were introduced into the 
four angles o f the stamp, and the spandrels filled in with a 
wavy reticulated pattern.

Plate.— The platee numbered 5 and 6, which had been pre
pared for the preceding issue, were not used, and this issue 
commenced with plate No. 7, which received its im prim atur on 
the 3rd June, 1865. Flate No. 8 was also brought into use in 
the same year; platee 9 and 10 in 1866; platee 11 and 12 in 
1868; platee 13 and 14 in 1869, the isene closing with the 
latter.

I m p r e s s i o n .— During the continuance of the issue, especially 
while plat%Nc£ 1 l^ižas’in 'use, the colour o f the impression was 
a full and bright vermilion-red, hat it gradually degenerated in 
tone, until plate No. 14 shows a very weak shade of vermilion, 
approaching to a pale brick-red.

* 2
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Date of lesne, March, 1876.

Die ГУ.— The head o f the Queen was slightly changed, and 
the die received other alterations, more particularly observable 

in the filling up o f the spandrels, and in the 
point o f the bust touching the circle in which 
it is enclosed. The lettering in the angles 
was also changed by substituting letters in 
colour on a plain white ground for the white 
letters on a coloured ground o f the preceding 
issue. A  similar change was also made in the 
plate numbers. *Lr . j

Plate.— The issue commenced with plate No. 15,̂  which 
received its im prim atur 10th June, 1874, though the impres
sions from it were not issued to the public until M archai876. 
Plate No. 16 was also -aotherinod 4th August, 1874, and plate 
17 on the 30th July, 1877. ма

In  January, 1881, the arrangement o f the panee com
posing the plate underwent a material modification, consequent 
on the abandonment of the use o f the paper watermarked 
with the garter, and the substitution in its place o f the 
“ Crown, 1880" paper. W hile plate No. 17 was in use, the 
electro-casts o f the two upper panes were Ъrough* together so as 
to form one pane, and the same was done with the two lower 

j) ones, so that the plate new. consistent two panes only, of 120 
stamps in each pane, in ten rows of twelve in each row, the two 
panes being separated from each other horizontally by a blank 
space equal to one row of stamps. On the upper and lower 
margins an ornament is introduced between the sixth and seventh 
stamps in the first and last horizontal rows, as a guide to show 
where the pane may be divided into two equal parts so as to 
form two Post-office sheets of sixty each, of the facial value of 
one pound. The marginal inscriptions and other legends were 
also suppressed, a&- also the number of the plate corresponding
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Pag1« 117. At bottom of the page add : Imperforate copies of impressions 
rom all the Plates brought into use are found in the 0. C.
Plate Nos. 1 and 2, on blue safety paper, wmk. “ Small Garter,”  carmine. 

„  Nos. 3 and 4, on white paper, wmk. “  Large Garter,”  vermilion.
„  Nos. 7 to 16 „  „  „  light vermilion.
„  Nos. 15 and 17 „  „  „  sage-green.I»
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with that on the stamps and the official number. Plate No. 17 
is still in use.*

Paper— From 1867 down to the close of the year 1880 the 
paper continued unchanged, being that watermarked with the 
“ large garter.” On the 1st January, 1881, the stamps appeared 
on paper watermarked with “ Crown, 1880,” similar to that 
then in use for the stamps o f twopence, 1880, and under that 
value, a description o f which will be found when we come to 
treat of the one penny, 1880. This change was doubtless made 
with a view of avoiding as far as possible the necessity of 
manufacturing special paper for particular values, as the change 
was carried out simultaneously with the threepence and six
pence, and has since been applied to the twopence halfpenny. 
The substitution o f this paper necessarily involved the alteration 
in the arrangement o f the panes above referred to.

I m p r e s s i o n . — The colour of the impression was a pale orange
red at the commencement o f the issue, but while plate No. 15 
was still in use it was changed to a pale sagegreen o f a most 
ineffective tone. This change of colour appears to have been 
approved o f on the let November, 1876, but the issue to the 
public did not take place till the 1st March following. Plate 
No. 17 was approved o f during the time that this colour was 
employed, but previously to мв̂ тавиюпя being inken from-it. for 
issue to the pubhc/the*comùr was^on the 1st September, 1880, 

^-ctemgõTto mousohrown, and so continue^, though varying at
times in tone ; a defect inherent to all composite colours, t

r/s
N*-«** y

* This plate was approved so far back as Jaly, 1877, bat the fluctua
tions in the demand for the stainp have been considerable, and have arisen 
principally from the following causes. From 1866 to 1870 the single 
letter rate to France was fourpence ; from 1862 to 1878 the registration 
fee on all letten inland as well as foreign was also fourpence. When these 
rates were changed there was a considerable diminution in the demand 
for this value, which will now probably again become larger, since the 
recent alteration in the postal rates to those countries which come within 
the second class of the Postal Union.

t  The proof sheets at Somerset House do not show this colour, being, 
as will readily be conjectured, printed in the colour current at the time of 
their approval.
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SYN OPSIS.
fir e t  J e t i i t .

Die L — (1) Paper watermarked with “ small garter,” tinted 
blue more or lees deeply. St. Andrew’s crosses in angles. Platee 
Noa 1 and 2 not numbered. Perf. 14.

31et July, 1865. Fourpenoe, carmine (shades).
(2) Paper watermarked with “ middle-sized garter,” tinted 

blue more or less deeply. Pert 14.
1866. Fourpence, carmine (shades).

(3) Paper watermarked with “ middle-sized garter,” white.
Pert. 14. 1866. Fonrpence, dull pink (shades).

(4) Paper watermarked with “  large garter,”  white. Perf. 14.
1867. Fourpence, pink (shades).

Ä»ctoni J u u t .
Die П .— Paper watermarked with “ large garter,” white. 

Small letters in angles. Plates Nos. 3 and 4, distinguished by 
special marks. P erf 14.

16th January, 1802. Fourpence, vermilion-red (shades from pale to 
intense). VARIETY.

Fourpence, vermilion-red, imperforate. Flate No. 4.

Qn)irt J u u t .
Die И Х — Paper as in preceding issue. Large white letters 

in angles. Plates Nos. 7 to 14. -  Pert 14.
1st August, 1^66. Fourpence, vermilion (pale to dark).

VARIETY. $  J

Fourpence, vermilion, imperforate. Plates Nos.Al and 12.

fottrti) J u u t .  л
Die IV .— (1)' Paper as before. Large coloured letters in 

angles. Plates Nos. 15 and 16. Perf 14.
(a) March, 1876. Fourpence, pale vermilion. Plate No. 16.
(5) МатсЬ, 1877. Fourpence, pale sage-green (shades). Plate Nos. 16 

, and 16.
(e) 1st September, 1880. Fonrpenoe, mouse-brown. Piste No. 17.

^— (2) Paper watermarked with “  Crown (1880).” Plate No. 17. f l  
Perf 14.

let January, 1881. Fourpenoe, mouse-brown (shades).

Page 118. In the Synopsis, under Fourth issue, wie iv . (•£), м  г » *  
No. 17, read Plates No. 17 and 18. Impressions from thus last were issued 
to the public in October, 1882.
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2. T he S ixpence.

T y p e  1 .

D e s i g n .—The design of the first type of this vaine consiste 
of a diademed portrait in profile of Queen Victoria, to the left, 
on a ground of fine horizontal linee within a circle enclosed in a 
rectangular frame, measuring 18 $ by 2 2 4  mm. Above and 
below the circle and within the frame are two straight white 
tablets, in the upper of which is p o s t a g e ,  and in the lower, the 
value in full, both in coloured letters. The side framing is of 
fine vertical lines disposed so as to form a species of scroll, and 
the spandrels are filled in with a reticulated design. The circle 
enclosing the profile is about a millimètre smaller in diameter 
than that of the fourpence, and does not touch the exterior line 
of the frame.

firet Jeeee.
Date of Issue, 21st October, 1866.

D ie L—The extremities of the two tablets carrying the 
inscriptions were rounded, and the value in the lower, six pence, 
inserted in two separate words. The comers 
of the frame were ornamented with a floriated 
design; the spandrels were filled with a re
ticulated pattern, and rounded at the exterior 
angles.

Plate.—The plate was constructed to admit 
of printing a sheet of 240 stampe divisible 
into twelve smaller sheets of twenty each, 
and was therefore composed of a similar number of panee 
arranged in four rows of three in each row, separated from 
each other horizontally by an interval equal to a row of stamps, 
and vertically by a space of about half an inch wide. Each 
pane consisted of twenty casts, arranged in five rows of four in 
each row and measured ЗД- inches wide, by 4$ deep. In the 
horizontal spaces between the panes of the first and second rows 
was the legend “ Price—6d. per label—2a per Row of 4—£1 
per Sheet of 40,” and tbe same legend was repeated between



120 POSTASE Á S D  TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

the panes of the third and fourth rows. In the horizontal 
space between the two middle rows of panes was p o s t a g e  s i x  

p e n c e ,  in capitals at the bottom of each of the three upper panee, 
and repeated again over the top of each of the three lower ones. 
Although two plates numbered 1  and 2 were prepared for this 
issue, yet the first only was printed from, the imprimatur on 
the impression from which is dated 29th March, 1856. »■

P a p e r .—The paper specially manufactured for this issue, and 
that of the one shilling next described, was watermarked with 
the heraldic emblems of the United Kingdom, the rose, sham
rock, and thistle, disposed as follows : A  rose in each of the 
upper corners, and the shamrock and thistle in the other two 
corners of the space destined to be occupied by the stamp. 
These watermarks w ae arranged in panes of twenty, corres
ponding with the arrangement of the casts on the plate, each 
pane being enclosed in a single lined frame, and measuring 
3 ^  inches wide by inches deep. Twelve of these panes in 
four rows of three in each row constituted the sheet, which 
measured about 114  by 23 inches.

On the side margins of the sheet opposite the exterior panes 
was the watermark p o s t a g e  s t a m p s ,  in cursive hand, repeated 
twice on each side, extending along the sides of two panes, and 
a similar watermark was placed in each of the three horizontal 
spaces between the rows of panes.

The sheet on which the imprimatur before mentioned was 
endorsed is of the safety paper tinged with blue, manufactured 
in a similar manner to that then in use for the fourpence, but 
watermarked with the “ heraldic emblems.” In the interval that 
elapsed between the date of the imprimatur and the issue of 
the stamp to the public, this paper was superseded by one 
which was pure white, thin, and highly glazed.*

I m p r e s s i o n . — The colour of the impression was dull lilac, 
varying only in depth of shade.

* Notwithstanding that the imprimatur on the impression from plate 
No. 1 of the one shilling was, as will be noticed hereafter, also endorsed 
on similar safety paper, tinged with blue, watermarked with the heraldic
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Pap« ffO. It would seem as if some sheet« were printed and used 
experimentally before perforation for deciding on obliterating marks. We 
have seen imperforate specimen* from Plate No. 1 on the white paper of the 
issue, watermarked with “  Heraldic Emblems,” the date of obliteration being 
April 9th, 1856, and the office number 23, in a diamond, surrounded by a 
frame of narrow lines, the whole forming an oval postmark. This form of 
obliteration was never used in practice, and denotes official experiment. 
Proofs from this die, of the sixpence, in green, which unquestionably were 
never issued, are also to be found as referred to at page 298. See also The 
Philatelie, vol. VI. (1872) pp. 169, 170.
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SIXPENCE.

“  Heraldic Emljlemfi." October 2 Ы , 1856.
(а) Similar to paper (e) o f the fòurpence “  Middle-sized Garter ”  ; hand

made ; purple, slightly glazed. ,
(б) Ordinary white wove paper ; hand-made ; purple.

Note.—Those on paper (a) were printed between March and July (?), 1856.
' Plate 1.

About September, 1862.
(6) Ordinary white wove paper ; hand-made ; purple.

Note.— Small letters in the angles. Plates 3 and 4.
April Ы, 1865.

(ft) Same paper as the last.
' Note.— Large white letters in the angles, with hyphen. Plates 5 and 6.

“ Spray of Rote." About October, 1867.
(e) Ordinary white wove paper ; machine-made; purple.

N o t e — Large white letters in the angles, with hyphen. Plate 6.
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peron i 3\ * ш .

Dat» of Issue, September, 1862.

D ie  II .— The design differed but little from that o f the pre
ceding issue. The head o f the Queen was retouched, and 
alterations made in the frame surrounding it  The floriated 
ornaments in the angles were removed, and square blocks, with 
small block letters in white on a solid ground 
of colour, were inserted in place of them. A  
hyphen between the words six and p e n c e  jn  
the lower tablet was also introduced. The 
spandrels, which in the preceding issue had 
been rounded at the exterior angles, were 
made square, as were also the ends of the 
tablets carrying the inscription.

Plate.— The disposition of the panes remained unaltered. 
The issue commenced with plate No. 3, the im prim atur on the 
impression from which is dated 17th October, 1861. Plate 
No. 4 was approved on the 15th April, 1862, and on this plate 
are found the special marks o f the diagonal lines across the letter 
blocks before referred to* as being applied to the second set of 
plates of this issue.

I m p r e s s io n .— The colour of the impression still remained of 
the dull, ineffective tone o f lilac found in the first issue, though 
varying in depth o f shade.

СЪМ Stamt'
Date of Issue, 1st April, 1866.

D ie ILL—The die was re-engraved, and the framing again 
altered. The circle enclosing the Queen’s head was reduced in 
she, and some changes carried out in the profile. Large white

emblems, and bore date about three months later, yet the moet diligent 
search has füled to discover any specimens of either of these stamps issued 
to the public on this paper. The only inference is that if any sheets 
were printed on safety paper save for the official approval of the jplate, 
they must have been destroyed, as also the paper in stock.

* Vide sup., p. 114.



letters, on proportionately large solid coloured blocks, were in
serted in ttøe angles o f the frame, the sides o f which were 
shortened and rounded o ff; and in the spaces thus left, ятя]] 
circles were introduced, the two uppermost o f which were each 

filled in with an eight-rayed star in white, on 
a solid ground of colour, and the two lower 
ones with the number of the plate, now in
troduced for the first time, also in white on 

- a coloured ground. A t the point where the 
circle approaches nearest to the upper and 
lower tablets there is a minute disc, with a 

white dot in its centre. The hyphen between six and pen ce  

was shortened, and made thicker.
Flats.—The issue commenced with plate No. 5, the impres

sion from which was approved o f on the 30th December, 1864. 
Plate No. 6 was also approved on the 5th December, 1865, but 
impressions from it do not appear to have found their way into 
the hands of the public until April, 1867.

Paper— Up to the middle o f 1867 the paper remained the 
same as in the preceding issues, but about the month o f Sep
tember o f that year it was superseded by the paper watermarked 
with a “  spray o f rose,”  which had been brought into use in the 
month of March previous for the printing of the tenpence and 
two shillings issued on the 1st July, 1867. Specimens printed 
from plate No. 5, watermarked with the “ spray o f rose," have not 
been found by us, and it is probable that this plate had ceased 
to be printed from when the paper with the new watermark was 
introduced. Impressions, however, from plate No. 6 are found on 
paper watermarked both with the “ heraldic emblems” and with 
the "spray o f rose.”

In  the paper watermarked with the “  spray o f rose ” no altera
tion was made in the panes, which were enclosed in a single-lined 
frame in watermark. In the margins o f the sheet the w aterm a rk  

o f p o s t a g e  s t a m p s ,  alongside of the third and sixth panes, and 
the seventh and tenth, being the two upper right and the two 
lower left, was replaced b y  m a r k ,  in double-lined capitala,

1 2 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS 0 7  GREAT BRITAIN.
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Paç/e Itt. Third Issue : It would appear to be probable that the adoption 
of the paper watermarked “ Spray of Rose,” in place of that watermarked 
“  Heraldic Emblems,” took place during an early stage of the use of Plate 
No. 6, as unused specimens from this Plate on the latter-named paper are of 
considerable rarity.
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followed by a fa c s im ile  Signatare of Sir W . H. Stephenson, then 
rhitirmftn o f the Board of Inland Revenue. The control maik 
was impressed over the watermark o f habe.

By an accident or oversight, while plate No. 5 was in use, 
some sheets were printed on plain onwatermarked paper, and 
included in a supply sent to Malta, where English stampe are 
need for correspondence beyond the limits o f the island. The 
circumstance has gained for this variety the pseudonym of the 
“  Maltese ” şirpençe. *

Impression.— The colour o f the impression still continued to 
be a dull lilac, an4 so remained tül about the middle o f the year 
1868, when it assumed a much more decided tone, approaching 
to violet

Jovrty J m u .*
Date of bine, April, I860.

Die IV .— The chief point in which the design o f this die 
differed from that o f the preceding issue consisted in  the sup
pression of the hyphen between a n  and prncb in the lower 
tablet.

Plate.— The issue commenced with plate No. 8, the impres
sion from which was approved 23rd January, 1868, as, owing to 
some imperfections discovered in plate No. 7, rendering it unfit 
for use, it was destroyed. Plates Nos. 9 and 10 were approved 
in 1869, hut o f theee the former only was brought into actual 
use, as before it became necessary to print from the latter a new 
type had been decided upon, and the eecond o f these platee 
consequently became useless.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The colour of the impression was the brighter 
tone of violet, the use o f which had commenced in 1868, 
during the preceding issue. The colour frequently assumes a 
purple tone, and the shades of both tones vary in intensity.

Type IL

Design.— The design of Type IL consists in the diademed 
portrait in profile of Queen Victoria, on a ground o f fine hori-

ГГРИ-PBINTKD STAMPS.
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s u t o * *4

zontal lines, enclosed in a white hexagonal frame. The side 
angles o f the frame cut the rectangular line enclosing the entire 
design, and the upper and lower portions- o f the frame are 
carried out to the line at the top and bottom, so as to form 
the tablets carrying the inscriptions, postage in the upper, and 
six penge in the lower, in two separate words.

fifty S^eue.
Date of Issue, 1st April, 1872.

D ie  I. T ype П .* — Square letter blocks were placed in the 
angles, on which were introduced large white letters on a solid 
ground o f colour. The two upper triangular spaces, bounded at 

th^top by the letter-block, and on the sides 
by the line enclosing the design and by the 
bordet, were filled up with rosaces and or 
naments of a conventional character. A 
similar design was repeated in the lower 
triangles, but in place of the rosaces the 
plate numbers were inserted, in white nu

merals on a solid coloured ground. The sise of the stamp 
remained the same as in the preceding issue.

* The following is a copy of the notice issued from the General Poet 
Office, announcing the new type : fr «л <~* ■fttøftjf- ‘

тя. S a m p s . .  H * л '

'ЛЛЛЛЛЛЛЛЛЛ

“ CIRCULAR TO POSTMASTERS W HO OBLITERATE C-Au.W jj
,_ "aursnH I n joli

*■- —— --------------------- ---------- ----------- - “ NEW  PAT

*4 "Sixpency^ostageXlampe differing*’

CjoJ(Ui>+
4nJ>*4(A

/

* SIXPENNY POSTAGE STAMPS.
PATTERN. Si

^ _ j  from the ргевепГра!
to be issued. A specimen is annexed to this Kotíce for the information of 
the*Jo8tmastere concerned.

"A ny stocks of the prosenuExpenny -Stamps remaining on hand 
should continue to he sold to the public until they aro exhausted.

“ General Post Office, “ John Tilley,
“ March, 1872. Secretary."

These notices are now but very seldom issued. A General Post Office 
circular is sent out weekly to the different Post-offices, and the announce
ment of the İBBue of any new values or snch like information is contained 
in it.

W s omitted to mention, in its proper place under page 124, that the circular

„  _____________________ppendix [supra, p. 97).
further add that when the colour of the sixpenny stamp was changed to grey 
in 1873, a similar circular was issued, with a “  specimen ” in the new colour.
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Plath.—The issue commenced with plate No. 11, the im
pression from which was approved on 5th January, 1872, 
which with plate No. 12, approved on 22nd April following, 
were the only ones employed during the continuance of this 
issue.

Impression.— The colour of the impression was at first a 
bright̂  chcgnrjt-bTown, in which shade of colour it is found 
on the^aÈeets «pnn wbjrh ţh? irnfrm m t-tint тгпгп mH înmii on 
the 6 tí January and 22nd April, 1872. In the latter part o f 
the year 1872 the colour was changed to a pale yellow-brown, 
and, so far as we are aware, stampe issued to the public of the 
colour first adopted are only found on the earlier sheets printed 
from plate No. 11. W hile this plate was still in uaejthe colour 
was altered to the pale yellow-brown above-mentioned, which 
remained when plate No. 12 was brought into us^. W hile this 
latter plate was still being printed from, the colour of the im
pression underwent a still further change, ap^eenisn-grey being 
substituted, in April, 1873, for the then current pale yellow- 
brown!̂  Specimens are consequently found o f impressions from 
plate No. 11 in chesnut-brown and in and

3T«*«e.
Date of Issue, let April, 1874.

Die П . Type П .— The profile does not appear to have been 
reengraved ; but the whole o f the frame was altered, and the 
width reduced by half a millimètre. The 
size of the hexagon was also reduced, so that 
the side of it nearest to the chignon almost 
encroaches upon it. The lower part of the 
fame was also brought nearer to the base 
of the bust, and the distance between the 
words six and pence in the lower tablet was evwvwvwwwuo 
diminished. The triangular spaces were all filled in with 
ornamental work, and email circles introduced into the side

from plate No. 12 in pale yellow-brown



angles o f the hexagonal frame, in which were inserted the 
plate numbers in colour on a white ground. The letter blocks 
were also changed, so as to show coloured lettera on a white 
ground.

P l a t e .— The issue commenced with plate No. 13, the impres
sion from which was approved on 1st December, 1872, and this 
was followed by plate No. 14, approved 25th July) 1873; plate 
No. 15, approved 15th July, 1874; plate No. 16, approved 
10th September, 1875; and plate No. 17, approved 13th 
December, 1877. W hile this latter plate was in use at the 
dose o f the year 1880, an alteration in the mode o f arranging 
the panes was carried ont, similar to that already mentioned as 
having been effected in the panes of the fourpence. The six 
upper panes were formed into one, and the six lower ones into 
another pane of 120 casts each, separated from one another 
horizontally by an interval equal to a row of stamps. Orna
ments are inserted in the upper and lower margins, marking the 
points where the pane is to be divided into three strips of four 
stamps wide, each o f which makes a Post-office sheet There 
are no marginal inscriptions, and the numbers of plate cor
responding with that on the stamps, as also the official number, 
have been suppressed. Plate No. 17 is still in use, (May, 
1881); Plate No. 18, approved 5th July, 1880, has not yet been 
brought into use.

P a p e r .— The paper watermarked with the “ spray of rose” 
continued to be used np to the dose o f the year 1880; but 
about the end of the year 1876 a trifling alteration was made 
in the watermark of the margin o f the sheets by the su p p res

sion o f the fa cs im ile  signature o f 8ir W , H. Stephenson, and 
the substitution of Pontage Stam pe, in cursive hand, in its 
placa

About the dose of the year 1880 the paper was changed to 
that watermarked with the “ Crown 1880,”  disposed in panee of 
120 in each pane, and stamps on the paper thus w a term a rk ed  

were issued to the public on the 1st January, 1881. The use 
o f the control marks was at the same time discontinued.

1 2 6  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS 0 9  GREAT BRITAIN.
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Page lle . Plate. Last two lines of the paragraph. Plate No. 18 was 
brought into use in May, 1882.
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Page 137. I m p r e s s io n . On the 1st of January, 1883, preparatory to a 
change in the type of the sixpenny stamp, the colour of the impression was 
changed to light purple or lilac, and at the same time a large figure of value, 
“  б&Т* was overprinted on each stamp in carmine. The paper, perforation, 
&c., remain as before. This change took place while Plate No. 18 was 
current

Page 137. Before Synopsis insert : The O. C. contains imperforate series 
of the sixpence as follows :
Plate No. I, on blue safety paper, wink.

„  Nos. 3, 4,5 ,6 , on white paper
„  Nos. 8, 9,10 „
„  Nos. 11,12,13 „
„  Nos. 14 to 18 „
„  Nos. 17 and 18 „

“  Heraldic Emblems,” lilac.
>> ”

“  Spray of Rose

“ Crown, 1880”

light brown, 
greenish grey. L

Iff«. V*4i( . Í . fu (з) u*eJ>. Л » i  « ■о - н 
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I m p r e s s io n .— The issue commenced with plate No. IS, which 
wae approved on 1st December, 1872, before the colour of 
the impression had been changed from light yellow-brown to 
greenish-grey ; but no stamps were issued in the former colour. 
Throughout the whole o f the issue, continued regularly through 
plates Nos. 11, 15, 16, and 17, from which latter the stamps at 
present in use are being printed, the colour o f the impression 
has remained greenish-grey, varying only in depth of tone. The 
demand for this value has fluctuated much, having diminished 
considerably o f late yean, as is shown by the fret that plate 
No. 17 though approved of in December, 1877, has not long 
been called into use. Ás the postage to the Australian Colonies 
has recently (March, 1880) been fixed at sixpence, an increased 
demand may naturally be expected.

SYN O PSIS.
Typs I.

Dis L— Paper watermarked with “  heraldic emblems,”  white.
No letters in angles. Plate 1 ; pert 11,

21st October, 1856. Six pence, doll lilac (shades).

A ttn l J m u .
D i i  IL— Paper as in preceding. Hyphen between six and 

pince. Small white letters in angles. Plates 3 and 1, the 
latter distinguishable by special marks. Perf. 11.

September, 1882. Six-pence, doll lilac (shades). - ,

ЯП.:.« far-__  -  Ш.И.1Г .. . '< m *  J m u . * »М есс- />««.' **#■/
Die ПТ.— (1) Paper as in preceding. Hyphen between six 

cud p e n c e . Large white lettera in angles. Plates Noe. 5 
•ad 6. Peri 14.

1st April, 1885. Six-pence, dull lilac (shades).

VARIETY.
Six-pence, dull lilac ; no watermark. Plate No. 5.

it. f.



(2 ) Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.”  Large white 
letten in angles, Plate No. 6. Pert 14.

October, 1867. Six-pence, dull lilac.
1868. Six-pence, bright lilac.

Joorth ЗГевиг.
D ik IV .— Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose,” No 

hyphen between six and pence. Large white letters in angles.
' Plates Nos. 8 and 9. Pert 14.

April, 1869. Six pence, purple-lilac (shades).

VARIETY.

Six pence, purple-lilac ; imperforate. Plates Nos. 8 and 9.

Typ*  II. 

fifth 3[sene.
D ie I .— Paper watermarked with “ spray o f rose.” Large 

white lettere in angles. Plates Noe. 11 and 12. Pert 14.
(a) 1st April, 1872. Six pence, bright chesnut-brown. Plate No. 11.
(ft) June, 1872. Six pence, pale yellow-brown (shades). Plates Noe. 

11 and 12. ✓  ft.
(e) 1st April, 1878. Six pence, greenish-grey (shades). Plate No. 12.

S fø m .
D ir IL — (1) Paper as in preceding. Large coloured letters 

in angles, Plates Noe. 13 to 17. Pert 14.
1st April, 1874, Six pence, greenish-grey (shades). T

(2) Paper watermarked with “ Crown, 1880." Large coloured 
lettere in angles. Plţfcţ^No. 17JÍT Pert 14.

1st January, 1881. Six peuoe, greenish-grey (shades).
fž^-3 -- " _______ "

I* }ctu*| /ССЗ ' S*y(iUv«»̂  CţXcuL ' (j d iduviUtDaeri H it 
Г  1 3. The On* Shilling.

D esign.-—The design is a diademed portrait in profile of 
Queen Victoria, to the left, on a ground of fine horizontal lines 
within a solid upright oval border. In the upper part of this 
border is p o s t a g e , in small white capitals, and in the lower part
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FOU HP ENCE.

“ Sma« Garter." July 31el, 1856.
(а) Stout blued “ safety ”  paper ; hand-made ; carmine, glazed.
(5) Stout mottled “ safety" paper ; hand-made ; carmine, glazed.
(c) Stout, apparently white, paper ; hand-made ; carmine, glazed.

“ 1Йddle-eized Garter.” About March, 1856.
(rí) Stout blued “  safety ” paper ; hand-made ; carmine, glazed.
(e) Thinner mottled “ safety" paper; hand-made ; carmine, not so highly 

glazed.
About June, 1856,

( / )  Ordinary white wove paper ; hand-made ; dull rose, not glazed.
Note.—The whole of the above were most probably printed from Plate 1.

“ Zarge Garter.” About July, 1857.* ■
* It will be seen that we have assumed the date of the change of the 

“ Small”  to “ Middle-sized” Garter to be March, 1856, and that of the 
“ Middle-sized” to “ Large” Garter as July, 1857. There is no mode of 
checking these dates except by önding specimens on old letters. Any of our 
readers who may have the opportunity of doing so would confer a favour on 
us, and be philatelic benefactors, if they would inform us how far theiř 
observation tallies with these dates.

(ig) Ordinary white wove paper ; hand-made; rose. '
Note.—Probably printed from Plate 2.

January 15iA, 1862.
(g) Ordinary white wove paper ; hand-made ;.orange-vermilion.

Note.—Small letters in the angles. Plates 3 and 1 
August 1st, 1865.

Ordinary white wove paper ; machine-made ; orange-vermilion.
Note.—Large white letters in the angles. Plates 7 to 14.
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Pag« /ÄS. In Sykopbis, Sixth Issue (2), paper watermarked “ Crown 
1880, &a, for “ Plate No. 17," read “ Plates Noe. 17 and 18," and add.
Plate No. 18 : ,

1st January, 1883. Sixpence, purple, overprinted “ 6d,” in carmine. Jţjţosuus,

Page 188. To Synopsis, Sixth Issue (l), add :
Variety.

Sixpence, greenish-grey ; imperforate.
■ (No. Г "  -  - - - - -  л -------*-The Timbre-Poste (No. 267) in mentioning this omits to state the number 

of tiie Plate.
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o h e  s h i l l i n g , in similar characters, the intervale being filled in 
with white reticulations. The whole is enclosed within a rec
tangular frame, measuring 18$ by 22£ mm.

liret Jøøtte.
Date of Issue, 1st November, 1866.

Die L— The exterior line of the solid oval border surround
ing the profile o f the Queen extended beyond the limits of the 
rectangular-lined frame as well at the sides as at the top and 
bottom. The spandrels were filled up with 
a vertical, closely reticulated pattern, detract
ing greatly from the effectiveness o f the stamp.

P l a t e .— The plate was constructed to admit 
of printing a sheet of 240 stamps, and was 
composed of twelve panes of twenty casts in 
each pane, arranged in the same manner as in 
the case of the sixpence. Above each of the upper three panes 
was the legend p o s t a g e  o n e  s h i l l i n g , in capitals, and between 
these panes and the next three panes, “  P r i c e — Is. per Label—  
4 Shillings per Row of 4— 1 Pound per Sheet,”  while below each 
of these latter panes p o s t a g e  o n e  s h i l l i n g  was again repeated. 
Between the third and fourth row of panes, “  P r ic e — la  per 
Label,” &c., was also repeated under each pane. If, now, the plate 
were turned upeide down, so that the last or lowest panes were at 
the top of the sheet, the legend p o s t a g e  o n e  s h i l l i n g  would be 
found over each o f these panes, and under the seventh, eighth, 
and ninth ; the legend therefore appeared twice in the horizontal 
space between the two middle rows o f panes, one set o f the 
legends being up-side down.

The plate and official numbers were introduced at the comers 
as in the other values.

One plate only, numbered 1, was prepared for this issue, the 
imprimatur on the impression from which is dated 27th June, 
1856.

Paper.— The paper was the same as that employed for the
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first issues o f the sixpence, being pure white, and watermarked 
with the heraldic emblems of the United Kingdom. Like as in 
the case of the sixpence, the impression on which the imprima
tu r was endorsed was on the safety paper tinged with blue; but 
it does not appear that any stamps were ever issued to the public 
on this paper, the use of which had been abandoned before the 
issue actually took place.*

I m p r e s s i o n . — The colour o f the impression is green, of a dull, 
ineffective tone. /«.a

decont Støene. ;
Date of Issue, October, 1862.

Dm II.— The profile o f the Queen was retouched, the entire 
frame was re-engraved, and the position o f the head within the 

oval was altered. The reticulated pattern in 
the spandrels was made fainter and less 
obtrusive, while the oval border was rendered 
more prominent. Solid blocks, with small 
white letters on coloured ground, were added 
in the four angles, and similar blocks for re
ceiving the numbers o f the plate were intro
duced into the sides of the oval border.

P l a t e . — The issue commenced with plate No. 2, the impres
sion from which was approved on the 8th May, 1862. Singu
larly enough, although this plate bears the number 2, and was 
in nality the second plate which had been employed in this 
value, the number on the stamps themselves was 1. Plate No. 3 
was approved on the 16th June, 1862, but it does not appear 
that any issue of impressions from this plate, the stamps on 
which bear the figure 2, was ever made to the public. These 
latter stamps bore the diagonal special marks which were at 
this period introduced into the second plates o f the second 
issue of the four pence and sixpence, and the second plate of the 
first issue of the ninepence, and the fact is remarkable as being

* As in the case of the sixpence, we hare made diligent search for 
specimens of this stamp on blue paper, but have been unable to meet with 
any which were issued to the public. See sup., p. 120 note.
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the only instance where these marks were applied on a stamp 
also bearing on ite fece the number of the plate.*

I m p r e s s i o n .— The colour of the impression improved during 
the continuance o f this issue, and some fine dark shades of 
green are found.

3Íene.

Date of Issue, February, 1886.

D ie III.— The die was entirely remodelled ; the head o f the 
Queen re-engraved; large solid blocks inserted in the angles 
carrying white letters, and the spandrels 
tilled in with a more effective reticulated 
pattem. The blocks for the plate numbers 
remained as in the preceding issue.

Plate.— The issue commenced with plate 
No. 4, the stamps now bearing a number 
corresponding with that o f the plate. The 
impression from plate No. 4 was approved 28th November, 
1864;’ that from plate No. 5 on 28th March, 1866; that from 

W  plate No. 6 on "24th February, 1869 ; and that from plate No.
' 7 on 30th September, 1872.

Paper.— The paper first employed was that watermarked with 
the “ heraldic emblems but in August, 1867, while plate No. 4 
was in use, and before impressions for the use o f the public had 
begun to be taken from plate No. 5, this paper was superseded 
by that watermarked with a “  spray of roee,”  which continued to 
be used throughout the remainder of the issue. Impressions 
bom plate No. 4 are therefore found on both kinds o f paper.

Impression.— The colour of the impression at tbe commence
ment of the issue was a full dark green, but shortly after the 
substitution of the “  spray o f rose” paper the colour fell away and 
degenerated into a green of a chalky-blue tone.

Perforation.— Specimens printed from plate No. 4 on “  spray 
of rose " paper are to be found imperforate.

* An imperforated copy of this remarkable stamp exists in the collection 
of Mr. Philbrick.
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iourtb 3ieeoe.
Date of Issue, September, 1873.

D ie IV .—The head o f the Queen was again retouched and 
the fiarne reconstructed. The letter blocks in the angles were 

altered so as to show the letters in colour on 
a plain white ground, and the plate numbers 
inserted in small circular white blocks. The 
pattern in the spandrels and the lettering 
o f the inscriptions were slightly modified, 
and the exterior hame bounded by a thicker 
line.

P l a t e .— The issue commenced with plate No. 8, impressions 
from which were approved 30th September, 1872. Plates Nos. 9 
and 10 were approved 10th July and 25th November, 1873; 
plates Nos. 11 and 12 on 23rd April and 30th September, 
1874; and plates Noe. 13 and 14 on 23rd April and 20th 
December, 1875, the latter of which has not ye$ been brought S 
into use.* ^

P a p e r .— The paper employed through the continuance o f  

impressions from plates Nos. 8 to 13 has remained the same as 
in the previous issue.f

I m p r e s s i o n .— The colour of the impression remained of a 
pale, chalky, blue-green tone during the period that the plates 
Nos. 9 to 12 were in use. Plate No. 13 was brought into use 
in 1878, and the impression remained o f the вате colour until

• The extraordinary demand for this stamp from 1869 to 1876 was due 
to its haring been employed to an enormous extent for the payment of 
duties on telegraphic messages. When special stamps were issued for this 
service in 1876, the use of the one shilling value fell off in proportion; 
and as the postage to China, which for some years was defrayed in a great 
measure by this value, haa been reduced, the demand for the stamp his 
become still more limited.

t  Up to the present time (May, 1881) no alteration has been made in 
the paper on which this issue is printed, similar to that adopted in the 
case of the 3d., 4d., and 6<L, and which, if made, would necessitate a re
arrangement of the panes. It appears probable that a change will be 
made shortly, either in the paper or in the type itself./ ?«*- a el '

’ 1 Л 37*
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Paye ÍÂ 2. P l a t e . At the end of this paragraph omit the words— “ the 
latter of which has not yet been brought into use.’ Plate No. 14 was put to 
press in 1882, and impressions from it found their way into the hands of the 
public on the 16th May of that year, and are now current.

P a p e r . A s has been noticed abore (under page 104), the paper of the 
Fourth Issue, which had been that watermarked with “ spray of rose,”  was 
changed to “  Crown 1880” while Plate No. 13 was current.
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Nos.
No.

No. 14

‘ Spray of Rose ” 

‘ Crown, ”l 880 ”
pale vermilion.

11 it it *
ь. » a. L .

m a c .
'  *■ ~  , я • J 1 Г  'J j T ■ 1

The following alterations should be made in the text :
f i g *  ţ ss - Synopsis. Skooitd I ssus. To “  Plates 1 and a, the latter 

lastiggĵ ahable by spedai marks,” add : “ was never put to press.”

J (l\ .

^ f '  Ji& aJjL  b .  H \^foajc- /i'nnfj. Cud/ c r ţ j . J il/lÇ i . И  j

К  . ¥СаЛы (Ş  V Щ  IVLÿiAfc<tï) S . /Л ř i .  «л* a  e-C«x*f (n*Jjkj. Примни

Q*. ytroic^rtuuj^ dativi 1рАлл- /10. /Vi If ОлМ ̂  0^.(c^(rurr> ^
" ^c/v &t*0uLi<j t-  »J Ü r^nv ı ţt c íe iA ^ J -f  IAà J a j  . 7 .e  .CtrëU  .

•PfűLÍft. I l  е̂ллллл. ÜJU. (У-/*/1 3.^

/ S \\Å<*XL U f .  [****11 Í C rf-L  O  -Ttuft. /  M ıu  о тл е л л
' *- ’ * *  <m/s/tAtuf >

U f t f û  ^ o ( w )  . ! C + . f % ' j r >

^  JS | w u .  iS $ 7 , ( Я ^  SÍÀiíÈuk.y lyy. |Ц М *^1- |tİAİ0 tV6 W.

IT«. f i ü ^ ^ A  Ю С Ц г Л л л ^ а л Д ш У )  С л ^ п / л * '1 f ? £ ö  f  .

Same page, to foot-note, add : It is somewhat strange that the first Plates 
of the 6d. and the Is. should have been registered on the 29th March, 1856, 
and the 27th June, 1856, respectively, from impressions taken on blue 
safety paper, and yet in the interval copias of the 6d. should be found with 
experimental obliterating marks, dated 9th April, 1856, printed on white 
paper. It would seem to he probable that these sheets of the 6& 
experimented upon in April were with a view of testing the effacing marks 
when applied to stamps printed on white paper.
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the let October, 1880, when it was changed to a composite 
colour more brown than the light vermilion formerly used for 
the fourpence, and more vermilion than that in which the 
two shillings finished its career ; it may be designated a light 
brown-vermilion.

. SYNOPSIS.
liret STeeut.*

D ie I .— Paper white, watermarked with “ heraldic emblems." 
Perf. 14.

1st November, 1866. One shilling, green (shades).

äecont 3ieear.
Die IL — Paper white, watermarked with “  heraldic emblema” 

Small white letters in angles. Plates Noe. 1 and 2, the latter 
distinguishable by special marks. Perf. 14.

October, 1862. One shilling, dark green, green (shades).
VARIETY,

One Shilling, green, imperforate. Plate No. 2.

Cbtra ЗГввиt.
D ie 11L— (1) Paper white, watermarked with “ heraldic em

blema” Largo white letters in angles. Plate No. 4, Pert 14.
February, 1865. One shilling, dark green (shades).

(2) Paper white, watermarked with “ spray of rose." Large 
white letters in angles. Plates Noa 4 to 7.

August, 1867. One shilling, green, light bluish-green (shades).
VARIETY.

One shilling, green, imperforate. Plate No. 4.

Jourit) 3ÍU U .
D ie IV .— Paper white, watermarked with “ spray of rose.” 

Large coloured letters in angles. Plates Nos. 8 to 13. Perf. 14. 
(a) September, 1878. One shilling, pale bluish-green (shades).

(i) 1st October, 1880. One shilling, pale brown-vermilion (shades).
Plate No. 18.

* We have not included the impression on blue paper in this list, or in 
that of the sixpence, because, as before stated, we have uot met with any 
specimens that have passed through the post, but it is possible that such 
may exist

Page 1$S. Synopsis, ax xne enu oi r  ourtü issue ad a :
(2) Paper white, watermarked with “  Crown 1880.” Large coloured letters 

in angles. Plates Nos. 13 and 14. Perf. Ц .
15th June, 1881. One Shilling, pale brown-vermilion.

A ^й-f dj m*. <
»»4

Crìi* О
( £ . * * ✓ * * ^  j. /f.*J u

к л



4. The N inepbnce.*

D esign.—The design is a diademed portrait in profile of 
Queen Victoria, to the left, on a ground of fine horizontal lines 
within a circular border composed of nine curves inclosed in a 
rectangular frame, measuring 18 |  by 22 J  millimetres. .In the 
upper part, on a straight tablet, is postage, and in the lower a 
similar tablet with nine pence, the letters in both being in 
colour on a white ground.

ƒ  tret З е е м .

Date of Issue, 16th January, 1862.

D ie L —Letter blocks with small white letters on a solid 
ground of colour were inserted in the die of this stamp 

from the commencement, this modification 
having been at the same time made in the 
eecond issues of the fourpence and six
pence, and subsequently extended to the 
oné shilling. The spandrels were filled in 
with a reticulated pattern running horizon
tally.

P late.—The plate was constructed to admit of printing a 
sheet of 240 stamps, and was composed of twelve panes of 
twenty casts in each pane, arranged in the ваше manner as in 
the two preceding values. Above the middle pane of the firet 
row, and on the exterior margins of the two outside ones, was 
the legend postage nine penge ; and under each of these panes, 
in the horizontal space between this and the eecond row, 
“ P rice—Ninepence per Label—3 Shillings per Bow of 4— 
15s. per Sheet of 20.” In the same space was postage nine 
pence above each pane of the second row, and the same 
arrangement prevailed in the space between the second and

* This stamp was primarily issued for the purpose of prepaying the 
single rate of postage to India and Australia, but when the rate was 
raised to tenpence it fell Into disuse, though it continued to be sold at the 
Post-office* till 1877, when it was withdrawn from the list

1 3 4  POSTAGE АКО TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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third rom  Between the third and fourth rows the legend, 
“  P r ic e — Ninepence per Label,” &c., was repeated at the foot 
of each pane in the third row, and at the top of each of those 
in the fourth row, while at the bottom o f the plate, under the 
middle pane of the last row, was p o s t a g e  n i n e  p e n c e , which 
was also repeated on the exterior margins o f the outside panes.

The plate and official numbers were introduced at the corners, 
as in the other values.

Plate No. 1 was not approved, and the issue consequently 
commenced with plate No. 2, which was approved 14th 
November, 1861. Plate No. 3 was approved 8th May, 1862, 
and on the stamps printed from this plate are found the special 
marks of diagonal lines distinguishing the second plates of the 
issues then current. *

P a p e r . —The paper employed was that which was watermarked 
with the “ heraldic emblems,” being that then in use for the other 
values where the plate consisted of twelve panes.

I m p r e s s i o n . — The colour o f the impression was at the com
mencement an ochre-brown, but it was' subsequently printed in 
a yellower tint, resembling that termed bistre by the French 
collectors. ' ' _ _

Äecojrt J u n t .
Date of Issue, 1st December, 1866.

Die П .— The profile o f ihe. Queen was altered, and the frame 
changed. Large letter blocks to carry white letters on a coloured 
ground were placed in the angles. Bracket ornaments were 
inserted in the spandrels, in the angles of 
which circular holes were made, each of 
those in the upper angles being filled in 
with an eight-rayed star; while the plate 
numbers were inserted in the lower ones in 
white figures on coloured ground. The re
ticulated pattem in the spandrels was dis
posed vertically instead of horizontally, as in the die o f the 
previous issue.



1 3 6  POSTAGE AMD TELEGRAPH 8ТДМР8 OP GREAT BRITAIN.

Plate.— This issue commenced with plate No. 4, approved 
on the 27th February, 1865, and although plate No. 5 was 
approved 24th April, in the following year, it was never brought 
into use. „

P aper.— The paper first employed was the same as that on 
which the ^preceding issue was printed, watermarked with the 
“ heraldic emblems;” but when this was replaced in 1867 by 
that watermarked with the “  spray of rose,” the remainder of 
the issue was printed on this latter paper. Impressions therefore 
from plate No. 4 are found with both o f these watermarks.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The colour of the impression was a clear yellow- 
brown during the earlier part of the issue, but became some
what deeper in tone when the last supply was printed.

P erforation.— Specimens o f this issue are to be found im
perforate.

SYNOPSIS.

■ Tiret J e tâ t .

D ie L— Paper watermarked with “  heraldic emblems.” Small 
white letters in angles. Plate No. 1 not used. No plate num
bers to plates Nos. 2 and 3, but the latter distinguishable by 
special marks. Pèr£ 14.

16th January, 1862. Ninepence, ochre-brown, yellow-brown (shades).

ftecont J u n t .

D ie II.— (1) Paper watermarked with “ heraldic emblems.” 
Large white letters in angles. Plate No. 4. Peri. 14.

let December, 1866. Ninepence, yellow-brown (shades).

(2) Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Large white 
lettere in angles. Plate No. 4. Perf. 14.

let March, 1 8 6 Ninepence, light yellow-brown (shades).

VARIETY.

Ninepence, light yellow-brown, imperforate.
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H.B.H. The D okk of Y ork, - The Duke's exhibit, carefully selected 
and arranged by Mr. Tilleard, included, in Great Britain, all the more 
interesting plate numbers of the various register sheets, notable amone 

tbe threepence, ninepence, and shilling, all secret marks 
with the ninepence, plate 6. There were also the first shilling and 
sixpence on the blue safety paper, all imperforate and in perfect 
condition. The senes extended to the current 44d., öd., and iod. 
w!“  the two continuous Jines round the pane, and the léd., and 6d’ 
without the external lines. * ‘
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5 .  T h e  T h r e e p e n c e .

D e s ig n .— The design o f this stamp seems to have been sug
gested by the envelope stamp of the same value which had been 
issued in 1859, as by turning this latter stamp upside-down the 
similarity will be at once appreciable. It consists o f the dia
demed portrait in profile o f Queen Victoria on a ground of fine 
horizontal lines within a solid trilobed border, the lobes being 
connected at the sides by foliate ornaments, and by a trifoliate 
one at the top. The whole is inclosed in a rectangular frame 
measuring 18J by 22* millimètres. The spandrels, except where 
occupied, as hereafter described, and the other portions not occu
pied by the design, are left white. In the upper part o f the 
border is the inscription t h r e e  p e n c e  separated by the trifoliate 
ornament, and in the lower part p o s t a g e  all in «m u li white block 
letters.

■firet J u tu t,

Date of Issue, let May, 1862.

Die I-— The trilobed border touched the interior line o f the 
frame at the sides and top. In  each of the four angles a trefoil 
of diagonal lines was introduced, in which 
letters in white on a solid ground o f colour 
were inserted in small white lined circles.

P l a t e .— The plate was constructed to admit 
of printing a sheet o f 240 stamps, and was com
posed o f twelve panes, arranged in the same 
manner as in the preceding values, where 
the stamps were arranged in a eimilar number of panes. Above 
the centre pane of the first row was p o s t a g e  t h r e e  p e n c e , and the 
same legend was repeated in the space between the second and 
third rows, above each pane o f the third row, and also at the 
foot of each pane of the second row, but in these latter the 
legend was upside down, as also when it was again repeated at 
the foot of the centre pane o f the fourth row. In the intervals 
between the first and second and the third and fourth rows is,
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“ Price— 3 pence per Label— 1 Shilling per Row of 4— Ю 
Shillings per sheet o f 40.”

The plate and official numbers are found at the comers of 
the sheets, as in the preceding values.

Plate Ко. 1 was not approved of. Plate No. 2 was prepared 
with a background o f a reticulated pattem, and was approved 
on $7th October, 1861. Impressions taken from the plate were 
struck offj gummed, and perforated, and are occasionally met with, 
but they are rate, and were never issued for public use.* The 
effect was not considered satisfactory ; the background was in 
consequence removed from the casts, and the plate as altered 
was approved on 19th March, 1862. Plate No. 3 was approved 
on 25th August following, and on the stamps printed from this 
plate is found a special mark, before referred to, distinguishing 
the impressions from the second plate employed in this issue 
from those taken from the hist, and consisting o f a small white 
dot introduced into the solid trilobed border immediately below 
the foliate ornament on each side. This latter plate was in use 
for a very short time, and specimens of stamps taken from it 
are exceedingly rare. Imperforate specimens are also known.

Paper.— The papervemployed was that which was watermarked 
with the “ heraldic emblems,” being the same as was then in 
use for the other values printed from plates composed of twelve 
panes.

Impression.— The colour of the impression was carmine-pink, 
generally of a light tone, but sometimes very full and bright

fttconft 3 * U U .

Date of Issue, 1st March, 1865.

D i* IL — The border, though reduced in size, and made about 
one millimètre shorter, was rendered more prominent. The 
profile o f the Queen was' altered, and in lieu o f the trefoils in 
the angles, solid square blocks to carry large letters in white on

* Copies were sent to the various Post-offices surcharged specimen'. 
The stock printed was destroyed, save some few sheets, which accounts for 
the rarity of the stamp uot surcharged.



К А
А К.

L А 
A L.з >  К ‘ <*■> _________

, .  a u  со о - 'S  ^ 4, d ì  '
. . lífA^XLuí*. *— » -  ^ ţ - ' i ) ,7 İ u r A ~  <*rt- ^ » .■ * ř ‘ l í fc ' ř V í ^

i (л“ 1 д J j j j d e ^  u xd t.b **
li llu i ^

i!.S***f 
V ;M
У“ (,

fA b ţ . 2 . ^ « t  6-e.eA ^lc«^ ‘Н Ч Г '**3' ^ 'K3 ^> l ',feř^ (i .(i l

.  U clyltu L «-*  <=&LO**t ■• I J . y i t .

сю л л ^ £ - /tz* ^ » t t «'£'  C ^ Ő  f  v -  9 • Z**

1 ■ ■'-‘I ' an entire pane of twenty of the 3d. rose, secret mark, imperforate, with 
fall maisin shewing the carrent number 218, lettered A A to AD. and 
EA. to ED. ; a like pane o f the 6d. lilac, with hair lines, carrent number 
212, same lettering ; - .

« •  V  h *  ^

• '*♦« • J J t t Z f ß * *  * * '0 3 y r , í ‘
:■ ri*V . ~ HůnJr* f*̂ }(4cr*HL. )

№  #— zLfQ jif^t n luuM  *\cu^jJ> S  « » « « ví / 8 - t o b ó ,

Pt/e 1SS, eighteenth line from top. Omit “ This latter plate,’ Ac, to tl|a 
end<5 the paragraph, and subetitate : “ This latter plate им uerer pot to 
preeathough unperforated specimene of impressions from it an fathe found 
m k is  coUecttoos.”

. d  C*f^\.y A4 ƒ* л /l ti"1 cíc  ii и rat. fi. c ^ l

voti ев Hölcİl- (Xj ff v- f ff-( f .

l í  СЧА f b .  t f  f f f  
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Ра^е 138. To the paragraph ander the head Paper add : We have 
recently seen a specimen of this issue on Ыгсе paper somewhat thinner than 
that used for the first issue of the fourpence, and watermarked with 
“ Heraldic Emblems.” The shade of blue is not very deep, but it is un- 
mistakeable, and we think must be due to the accidental use of a sheet of 
“  safety ” paper, as the registered sheets and all the specimens in the O.C. 
are all on distinctly white paper.

f t  b - Oxx<.\  ̂ «ŽL^vA j- U  fi. Ç . Îu m -j  t, / U a. f e l g  dl Л 
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3d,, rose, plate 3, secret mark, imperforate, jJq " ^  ^  t b
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G. В. N i c h  o l l .— In a very choice exhibit of stampe of Great Britain 
were remarkable : c

3d., rose, plate 5, on deep grey-blue paper (spray), p. 14, overprinted 
s p e c im e n  diagonally in Boman capitals. A  similar specimen is  ja the 
national collection in the British Museum. — ■ . }

4d., small garter, rose on blue, safety paper, unused.
4d., medium garter, unused, fine deep shaded on white paper, ehewing 

margin o f right side of sheet. '
Id., lilac, current, pair, imperforate ; lOd., lilac, current^ imperforate. 
$d., green, 1880, £d., blue-black, 1884, and Id., Venetian-red, 1880, 

all imperforate.
£1, oblong, green (Crown), imperforate.
6d. and 1 /-, embossed, in pairs, marked [Specimen],
1 /-, plate 13, in red, on (spray) “ Govt. Parcels” ; 1 /-, plate 13, in 

lilac, perf. 14.
Four unused copies of 2d., blue, without lines, one very fine.
2 /-, red-brown, block  of six. . , . . . .
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s coloured ground were introduced. The foliate ornaments on 
the sides o f the border were changed, and

lO U t ,  f t u u  w h o  vrcao l u u u n o u  m j  i t u ,  V ,

approved 18th October, 1865 ; plate No. 6 
was approved 8th June, 1868 ; plate No. 7 on 20th February, 
1869 ; platee Noe. 8 and 9 on 22nd February and 22nd April, 
1872; and plate No. 10, with which thia issue closed, on 
6th December, 1872.

Paper.— The paper first employed was that watermarked with 
the “ heraldic emblems," but about the month o f August, 1867, 
while plate No. 4 was still in use, and before the issue o f any 
impressions from plate No. 5, this paper was superseded by that 
watermarked with a “ spray of rose.” Impressions therefore 
from plate No. 4 are to be found on both kinds of paper.

Impression.— The colour o f the impression did not vary 
during this issue, except in shades o f carmine-pink from light 
to dark.

Perforation.— Specimens o f impressions from plate No. 5 
watermarked with the “  spray of rose " are to be found imperforate.

of the Queen within it was reset Letters in 
colour on a plain white octagonal ground

Plate.— This issue commenced with plate 
No. 11, which was approved 21st December, 1872. This was

Plate.— The issue commenced with plate 
Ko. 4, which was approved 28th November,

plate numbers in white on a solid ground 
of colour in small white circles were inserted 
immediately above them.

D ie III.— The border was again reduced in s i"1 »«л bn«t

were substituted in the angles for the white 
letters on a coloured ground o f the previous 
issue, and the plate numbers were altered in 
the same manner.
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followed by plate No., 12, approved 21st June, 1873. Plate 
No. 13 proved to be defective, and was never printed from. 
Plates Nos. 14 and 15 were also approved in 1873; platee 
Nos. 16 and 17 in 1874; and plates Nos. 18 and 19 in 1875.* 
Since that period the consumption has rapidly diminished, ae 
plate No. 20, at present in use, was approved 29th November, 
1878, and plate No. 21, approved 16th July, 1880, has not yet 
been called into requisition.

W hile plate No. 20 was in use, at the close of the year 
1880, a change was made in the arrangement of the panes 
similar to that carried out in the sixpence ; the six upper panes 
were formed into one pane, and the six lower into another. 
Ornaments were also introduced into the upper and lower margins 
of the sheets opposite the vertical lines o f perforation, between 
the fourth and fifth and the eighth and ninth stamps in the hrst 
and last rows, to facilitate the division o f the pane into three 
equal stripe, each forming a Post-office sheet of forty stamps.

P a p e r . — The paper employed at the commencement of the 
issue was the same as that in use at the close of the previous 
issue, watermarked with a “  spray o f rose,” and so continued down

«
• It cannot fail to be remarked, from the number of plates constructed 

between 1868 and 1874, that the consumption of this stamp was very 
rapid. It was originally issued exclusively for the payment of foreign 
postage, especially to Belgium and Switzerland, and it was not till the let 
April, 1865, that it was officially issued or recognized for inland purposes, 
there being no postage of threepence in the inland rates. By a Treasury 
Warrant, dated 18th March, 1865 (London Gazette, 24th March), the inland 
letter rates were altered from the 1st April then next, and fixed at one 
penny for every half-ounce or fraction of half-ounce. The threepenny 
stamp was consequently admitted to prepay the postage under 1J oz. But 
when the Telegraphs were transferred to the Post Office, in 1869, the same 
cause which acted on the rapid consumption of the one shilling stamps 
operated also on those which represented one-half and one-fourth of a 
shilling. To this must also be added the reduction of tho postage to 
France from fourpenoe for a quarter of an ounce to threepence for one- 
third of an ounce, which took place in 1870, the effect of which may be 
estimated from the fact that whereas eight plates of the fourpence had 
been constructed in four years, from 1865 to 1869, only three have been 
brought into use since.
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Page Ц0, eeventh line from top. Plate No. 21, approved 16th July, 1880, 
was put to press at the close of 1881, and impressions from it issued to the •/■ 
public early in 1882, and is now current.
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P eçe HU  iMPKEgáoN. On 1st January, 1883, impressions from Plate 
No. 21 were issued in purple, overprinted with "3 d .”  in carmine, similar to 
the sixpence.

Page Ц1. Before Synopsis add : In the 0. C. there are imperforate 
specimens of :

• Plates Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, wmk. "  Heraldic Emblems ”  carmine.
„  Nos. 6 to 21 „  “  Spray of Rose ”  „
„  Nos. 20 and 21 „  41 Crown, ISSO ” „

O' . .r>

Page HU Synoptii. Finer Issuz. For “ No plate numben to plate 
No. 2,”  &c., read . ‘ No plate numbers to plates Noe. 2 and 3. Plate Ko. 8, 
distinguishable by special nuCrke, was never put to press.”

in  the ÖTHOP8I8 of the various issues of the threepence the words “  Second 
Issue” have been accidentally omitted above Die I I .,  and "T h ird  Issue” 
above Die III . In (2) o f this latter issue, for “  Plate No. 20,”  read “  Plates 
Nos. 20 and 21,”  ana add, Plate No. 21 :

1st January, 1883. Threepence, purple, overprinted “  3d. ”  in carmine.
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to the end of the year 1880, when the paper watermarked with 
« Crown 1880 ” was substituted in its place. This alteration took 
place while plate No. 20 was in use, so that specimens of stamps 
printed from that plate are found with both watermarks.

I m p r e s s io n .— The colour o f the impression has remained un
altered during the continuance of the issue, and is at present 
carmine-pink, varying in depth o f shade.

SYNOPSIS.

Sixtt Jaene.
D ie L— Paper watermarked with “  heraldic emblema” Small 

white letters in angles No plate numbers to plate No. 2, but 
plate 3 distinguishable by special marks. Perf. 14.

1st May, 1862. Threepence, carmine deep to pale (shades).

VARIETY, *

Threepence, pale-carmine, imperforate. Plate No. 3.
~ S ecív iíl -

D ie EL— (1) Paper watermarked with “ heraldic emblems.” 
Large white letters in angles. Plate No. 4. Perf. 14.

1st Mareh, 1866. Threepence, termine deep to pale (shades).
r Vtj

(2) Paper watermarked with “  spray of rose.” Large white 
letters in angles. Plates Nos. 4 to 10. Perf. 14.

1st October, 1867. Threepence, carmine and pale carmine (shades).

VARIETY.

Threepence, carmine, imperforate. Piateci. 4- У .

Die III.— (1) Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.”
Large coloured letters in angles. Plates Nos. 11 and 12, 14 
to 20. . Perf. 14. ’

15th July, 1878. Threepence, full carmine to pale (shades).

(2) Paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880." Plate^No. 20.V g f  
Perf. 14. '

1st January, 1881. Threepence, carmine, and light dull carmine.

I 1 ,̂ f9$ Ş /-twee ?cCacj 3 ci

^  ' У * - - v  i
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6. The Tenpenob.*
Date of lagne, 1st July, 1867.

Die,— There is only one die o f this value, the design of 
which cornaste o f the usual diademed profile o f Queen Victoria, 
to the left, on a ground of fine horizontal lines within a circle 
enclosed in a rectangular double-lined fiume, measuring 19

И
 by 22£ millimètres. The circle rests upon a 

straight tablet, on which is inscribed te s  

p e n c e , and in the upper part is an arched 
tablet with the inscription p o s t a g e ,  both in
scriptions being in coloured letjft*^ on a white 
ground. The spandrels are not filled in, hut 
in the four angles of the frame letter blocb 

are introduced, and above tbe two lower blocks are small circles 
for tbe reception o f tbe plate numbers. Both the letters and 
plate numbers are in white on a solid ground o f colour.

P l a t e .— The entire plate was constructed to admit of print
ing a sheet o f 240 stamps, and was composed of twelve panes 
arranged in the same manner as in the preceding values, when 
the stamps were arranged in a similar number o f panes. The 
legends t e n  p e n c e , and “  P r i c e — Ten pence per Label— 3s. 44 
per Row of 4-^16s. 8d. per Sheet of 20 ”  were disposed on the 
plate in a manner exactly similar to that adopted in the plate of 
one shilling.

Plate No. 1, approved 22nd March, 1867, was the only one

* This value was called into existence to prepay the postage os 
Australian letten vid Marseilles ; but when the rate to these colonies was 
altered in 1870, the demand for it oeaeed, and it fell into such disuse that 
in September, 1877, the Post-office withdrew it from the list of those 
required to be kept at the offices, and it is, in fact, “ out of stock." It 
seems a matter of regret that this should be so, as multiples of the 
Poetai Union rate of twopence-halfpenny would appear now to be very 
desirable ; but the reluctance to reissue the value doubtless arises from 
the hope that a uniform single rate of twopence will be ultimately 
established for those countries which fall within the first class of the 
Postal Union. -
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Pťwe 74J. Before Synopsis add : In the O. C. is an imperforate specimen 
of Plate No. 2 m red-brown, watermarked “  Spray of Rose.”
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W. T. W ilson.— Mexico, a strong series, including 1864, Juarez, 1 r., 
red, and 2 r., blue, ЬоЛ postmarked; excellent selections of Ceylon and 
Labuan, with the rarer varieties ; Roumanie, good copies o f the circular 
27 p., 54 p., and 108 paras.

Great Britain, 10d., red-brown, plate 2, used copy, lettered post
mark London, 18.11.67, on a letter sent by Crosse and Blackwell to 
Bombay.
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ond : plate No. 2, approved 30th August, 1867, has never been 
called into use.

P a p e r .— The paper was that watermarked with a “  spray oi 
nee,” which was first brought into use with the issue of this 
stamp and that o f two shillings, which appeared at the same time.

Impression.— The colour o f the impression was red-brown, 
varying only in intensity of shade.

Perforation.— Specimens are to be found imperforate.

1

-  a^4£>

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Plate No. 1. Perf. 14, 

1st July, 1867. Tenpence, red-brown (shades).
VARIETY. *

Tenpence, red-brown, imperforate.

7. The T wo Shillings.
Date of lesne, 1st July, 1867.

Design.— There is only one die of this value, the design of 
which consists of the diademed portrait in profile of Queen 
Victoria, to the left, on a ground of fine horizontal lines within 
an upright pointed oval white band, inscribed two shillings 
above, and postage below in coloured letters, 
inclosed in a rectangular frame, measuring 
I8 j by 22£ millimètres. In the four angles 
of the rectangular frame are square blocks 
with white letters on solid coloured ground.
In the spandrels on the inner sides o f each 
of the square letter blocks are two circles, 
those in the two upper spandrels inclosing stars, which are 
also introduced into the two lower circles by the sides o f 
the lower letter blocks, while in the two upper circles above 
the lower letter blocks the plate numbers are inserted in white 
on solid coloured ground.

Plate.— The plate was constructed to admit o f printing a 
sheet of 240 stamps, and was composed of twelve panes,
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arranged in the same manner as in the preceding values, where

legends postage two shillings, and “  P rice— 2 Shillings pet 
Label— 8 Shillings per Row of 4— 2 Pounds per Sheet of 20,” 
were disposed in the same manner as those on the ninepence,*

Л* MLaJtA o r * *  approved 23rd January, 1868, but was never called into requi-

вткЕ- on from piate ino )■ • с о и щ , y  ,

Paper.—The paper was that watermarked with the “  spray of

I mpression.— The colour of the impression was a clear blue, 
varying from dark to light, and so continued up to January, 
1880, when it was altered to a light red-brown, very similar to 
that previously employed for the tenpence, the issue o f which 
had been discontinued in 1877. This change o f colour was 
rendered necessary in order to avoid the anomaly o f having two 
stamps of the same colour current at the same time, the colour 
o f the twopence halfpenny being changed at that period to blue 
Its existence, however, in its new colour was of very short dura
tion, as only the first batch was issued, and it was withdrawn from 
the list of those sold at the Post-office on the 1st October, 1880. 
Specimens in the later colour have become difficult to obtain.

P erforation.— Specimens o f this stamp printed in blue are 
found imperforate.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ spray o f rose.” Large white lettere 

in angles. Plate No. 1. Pert 14.
(a) 1st July, 1867. Two Shillings, dark blue to light blue (shades).

VARIETY.

Two shillings, light blue, imperforate.

the stamps were arranged in a similar number of panes. The

with the exception that in the two upper and two lower outside 
panes postage two shillings was not introduced. ^ r.

* * * а Г “1
1867 ; plate No, 2 was spoilt in the making; plate No. 3 was

The impression from plate No. 1 was approved 5th April, f

tr€uA-
rose,” which was introduced for the first time when this and the 
preceding value o f tenpence were issued.

(i) let January, 1880. Two Shillings, light red-brown.
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* 0 ?  „-Ş0^?^ Synopsis add : In the O. C. is an imperforate specimen
of Plate No. 3 in blue, watermarked *• Spray of Rose."
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****̂  *** ^*-y» »5 iMtSÎ Л ^-/>  Cø̂ jll. ллв. CutømAi **ы *£5 '
R ev. P. E. R atm ob .— Western Australia. 4d., blue, octagonal, 

swan inverted in border, unused.
Victoria. 6<L, orange, beaded oval, unused; the most magnificent 

copy hitherto seen, aa well in colour and margin as condition, A  gem 
of the first water.

Great Britain. 2s., blue, plate 3, letters ^  ®', postmarked rather 
heavily with a circular obliteration, like that used in the parcel poet.

_J. N. Marsden.— Cape Verde, 1881 issue, entire sheet o f 40 r., yellow,
>ith the error ** Moçambique ”  ; Great Britain, collection o f values with 
averted watermarks ; 4d., doubly perforated ; 2s., blue, plate 3, letter
ali H C—C H, postmark diamond, enclosed in oval of thick bars.
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ige 145. After the first paragraph headed P late add : When the 
r in October, 1882, was changed to that watermarked with “  Anchor,” 
late was made to consist of 56 stamps in seven rows of eight each.
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t., r

8. The F ive Shillings.

Date of issue, 1st July, 1867.

Die.— There is one die only for this value, the design of 
which cornista of the diademed portrait in profile of Queen 
Victoria to the left on a groundwork of fine horizontal lines 
within a wide circular border of Greek pattern, with a row of 
pearls on each side. This circular bor
der is enclosed in a rectangular frame 
measuring 25 by 29J millimètres. In 
the corners are solid letter blocks with 
lettere in white, and on white tablets 
between the blocks at the top and 
bottom are the inscriptions p o s t a g e  and 
5 s h il l in g s . * The plate number is in
serted in the lower part o f the circular 
band in white on a solid disc of colour.

P l a t e . — The plate is constructed to admit of printing a sheet 
of eighty stamps, and is composed of four panes, of twenty 
casts in each pane. The panes are arranged two and two, a space 
equal to the width o f a stamp separating the panes from each 
other vertically; while a space equal to a row of stamps separates 
them from each other horizontally. The casts are arranged on 
each pane in four rows, o f five in each row, the pane measuring 
5| inches long by 5J inches in depth. Åbo ve and below each 
pane is p o b t a g e  f i v e  s h i l l i n g s  in large capitals ; while on the 
left of each pane is the legend, “ t w e n t y  5 s . p o s t a g e  s t a m p s  

£ 5 ,” running from the bottom to the top ; and on the right side 
is the same legend running from the top to the bottom. The 
usual plate number is above the right upper comer and below 
the left lower comer of the plate, the official numbers of the 
plate occupying the other comers.

The issue commenced with plate No. 1, approved 18th April,
1867, and plate No. 2 was approved 5th July o f the same year.
Plate No. 3 was injured in the construction, and was destroyed.
Plate No. 4 was approved 28th November, 1874, but has not fu u l

. L .
U t  Чид * ( с с ч  f  vN&v"4 fÇ fii  ,

. ^ a9eJ4^) Uut line in page. Plate No. 4 was put to press in 1882, and 
impresjons issued to the public in October of that year. The paper was also 
cnanged at the same time, as next mentioned.



К раде 146. P erforation. The perforation being now done by the 
tractors for the manufacture, the gauge has been altered from 15 to 14. We 
were in error in stating that, in the perforation of these stami» by the 

: Inland Revenue Department, machines worked by hand were employed.
1 This was so at first ; but for many years past steam-worked machines had 
..been substituted.

4P----— r
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yet been brought into requisition, the stamps at present in use 
being those etm ek o ff from plate No. 2. 

i , P aper,— The sheet measures about 14 inches wide by 13J
(л Ш с- JaJiuS  . inches deep, and is watermarked w ith M altooe erooooe, arranged 

in  panes to correspond with the num ber o f caste composing the 
panes o f  the plate, each pane o f  tw enty watermarks being en
closed in a single-lined frame. Á t the upper right and left lower 
com ers o f  the sheet is the watermark m a r k  in  double-lined 
capitals to denote where the control mark was to be affixed.

Impression.— The colour o f the impression is pink, varying 
only in intensity of ehade.

f  O tJbtnK t Perforation.— The machines used for the stamps of the
-- ordinary size not being adapted to the perforation o f  thoso of

the size o f  this stamp, the Inland Revenue Department era- 
p loyed  for the purpose the machines worked by hand, used 

' for perforating life policy  and other fiscal stamps o f a similar 
size. In  these machines the spacing o f  the needles differs from 
that in  the former, giving a perforation o f  15 in two centimètres.

Specimens o f  impressions from plate N o. 1 are to he found 
imperforate,

* SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “  Maltese cross.”  Plates Nos. 1 and 2. 

Perf. 15. igt July, 1867. Five shillings, pink (shades).
VARIETY.

Five »hillings, pink, imperforate. Plate No. 1.
To the Synopsis add :
(2) Paper watermarked with “ Large Anchor” (20 mm.). Plate No. 4. 

Pert 14. ,
October, 1882. Five shillings, pink.

Date of Issue, 1st July, 1876.

D esign.— There is one die only for this value, the design of 
which consists in the diademed portrait in profile of Queen

* The immediate cause of the isane of a stamp of this value is to be 
found in the establishment of the Postal  U nion  and the adhesion of 
Great Britain to the terms of the treaty.

À Postal Congress, composed of delegates from all the States of Europe, 
as also from the United States of America and from Egypt, assembled tt

b r T w  J ^ mp °fb £ 5 wa? uP°n ft. « id  has since been sub-
ten v X th . crosses in the stamps for five,

Я J™» J ff r  i went?  shillings; while, since the 31st December, 1882, it has 
016 Inb? d stť“ npe of 3d. and 6d which were

nf «  prep^rařory to ţheir heing superseded by tie new ioneof Postage and Revenue”  stamps of similar values.
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-  Роде Ш . То I W  « U  : ТЬе Impresone from Plato No. 4 were t 0 h  ' 
a paper that had only been brought into use for postage stampe a few month* 
previously, though it had been employed for some time past for certain 
fiscal stampe, ш this paper each stamp was watermarked with an ancho/ \ 
measuring 20 mm. from the top of the ring to the crown ; but as the anchor 
watermark had, since its first introduction, undergone several changes, and 
stamps on all the varieties originally printed for fiscal purposes have been 
made applicable to postal uses, it may not be out of place to describe them 
here.

Paper watermarked with an anchor was originally introduced by- the 
Inland Revenue Department for the one penny draft stamp in ochre-brown* 
and the receipt stamp of similar value in blue, issued 10th October, 1853. 
This anchor had a double-lined stock, the arms were furnished with flukes, 
and a cable was wound around the shank. In the printing the anchor was 
presented upright— that is, the arms were to the top of the stamp—and for 
the sake of distinction may be called “ Anchor with Cable No. 1,” and is 
shown in Figure 1. This paper continued in use down to the year 1856, 
throughout the period that tne before-mentioned stamps were current, ana 
during а few months of the currency of the “  Draft Payable on Demand or 
Receipt”  stamp of one penny issued in March, 1855.

In 1856 the watermark was changed to “ Anchor with Cable No. 2.”  
(Fig. 2 .) The stock was now represented by a single Une ; the arms still 
remained furnished with flukes, but were no longer to the top of the stamp, 
the anchor being presented pendent. This paper remained in use till the 
year 1865; and during its continuance the “ Draft Payable on Demand or 
Receipt ”  stamp of one penny, and the Inland Revenne stampe of 3d. and 6 4  
issued in I860, as also tnat of one penny, issued 1st May, 1862, in lieu of the 
“  Draft Payable on Demand or Receipt ” stamp, were printed upon i t  

In 1865 iá further change was made in the watermark, affecting the Id.. 
3 4  and 6 4  Inland Revenue stamps then current. The anchor was divested 
of the cable, but in other respects was not altered (Fig. 3.) This anchor« 
may be designated as “ Anchor 16 mm.,” which was its length as measured 
from the top of the ring to its crown. , _  . ,

On the 1st September, 1867, other changes were made. The size of the 
one penny Inland Revenue stamp was altered from 30 x 26 mm. to 22$ x 19 
mpi and the number of the stamps on the sheet increased from 160 to 240. 
This paper was watermarked with a small anchor of 14 mm., without flukes 
to the arms, and is that known as having been used subsequently for the 
first issue of the postage stamps of 2J4, and is shown in Figure 5. About 
the same time, also, a change was made in the anchor of the paper employed 
for the Tni»r.H Revenue stamps of 3d. and 64 The flukes at the extremities 
of the arms were suppressed, and the size of the anchor increased to 18 mm.

the end of the year 1880 a change was again made. The paper with 
<n|.«n anchor was discontinued for the one penny Inland Revenue stampa, ; 
ana tnat watermarked with “  Orb ”  was substituted for it ; while the anchor 
watermark on the paper for the larger stamps of 34  and 6d. was altered to 
panes of fifty-six, in seven row  of eight in a row, and the size of the anchor 
increased to 20 mm. (Fig. 6.) This paper was firet used for postage stamps



JÍ/УН 6 ^ '

'/V í t /o  СлГ ^ Ы а М  '1  ÁÃ™  fitX A A Ě st.

Ц  í r í  4Ã cT lvJ*-'í ÆCt c -h ■■ /у & Ф * * -  J  w »  ° f 9* •**' / W .

( j j  O - J t  К  1 л л О - * Л с  Ć I a . c c U c * * ’  J ^ °  h *

ч^></’еллАА^. /  * bfr Urýt А -  А  . I Л - ß  I fi -£

1лИ^ íU"í
H - A - н ч  н n.

$лЛлувл4ÕiJL ч Л м ол Ь >  ^  Í-Êt, í ' f y . i

|*Ч 1. c^cJUsr. /%■ İO  СпЛ- ■
" •

I „ -  i / o  j3 л4 (1/в1лл~* i- ** Jf&£**~*«"*-£■« У JeK**-^cU. 3<r>unr “f 4* '/•  П
f i l  • 2 • 1 2 ft  й- eA-t«- •*•’ <LĴ 7 ’ 1—  ^
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Victoria to the left on a ground of fine horizontal lines within 
an octagonal border, enclosed in a rectangular 
frame measuring 18£ by 22£ millimètres. One 
of the perpendicular sides o f the border bears 
the inscription t w o p e n c e ,  and the other h a l f 

f e n n y  ; while in the upper part is p o s t a g e ,  . ,

and in the lower part 2£d., all in colour on í lç  
a white ground. The lettering in the angles k S S w S a j  
is in colour on white blocks, and the plate number, also in

Berne in October, 1874, on the invitation of the German Government 
The deliberations of this Congress resulted in the establishment of the 
"General Postal Union,”  and a treaty was signed on the 9th October, by 
which it was stipulated that the arrangements agreed upon should take effect 
in all the countries except France on theïst July, 1876; and as regarded this 
litter country, they should come into operation on the 1st January, 1878.

Under the provisions of this treaty an uniform weight of ţoz. 
(IS grammes) was fixed as the unit for a single letter rate of 2J<L, and 
post cards were to circulate at half this rate. The rate on newspapers was 
fixed at Id. for every 4 óz., and that on books, printed matter, and 
patterns, at Id. for every 2 oz.

Another conference was held in Paris in 1878, and in Jane of that year 
a treaty was signed, or subsequently adhered to, by all the parties to the 
former treaty, with the addition of British India, the colonies of France, 
Spain, Portugal, and Holland, many of the British colonies, Persia, 
Japan, Liberia, Brazil, Peru, Mexico, Ac., the new convention receiving 
the name of the "Universal Postal Union.”  By this treaty it was declared 
that all the consenting nations were to be a “  single poetai territory for the 
reciprocal exchange of correspondence,” and onder its provisions general 
rales have heen made and uniform rates and weights established, so far as 
the difference of money and weights in the various countries admitted.

For the countries included in the first class in the Postal Union, which 
comprise« all the States of Europe, the United States of America, New
foundland, Canada, with the islands of S t Pierre and Miqnelon, Persia, 
Cyprus, Egypt, the Azores and Madeira, Tahiti and the Marquesas Islands, 
u  uniform rate of 2 Jd. (25 centimes) has been adopted for a letter of | oz. 
(15 grammes), of Id. (10 centimes) for a post card and for newspapers of 
4 ox, and of i<L (5 centimes) for packets of printed matter, Ac., of 2 oz.,

The single rate of postage to and from the countries comprised is  the 
•eoond class hss been fixed at 4d. for a letter of | oz., at ljd . for a post 
card, and Id. for packets of printed matter, Ac., of 2 oz., and for 
newspapers of 4 oz.

These alterations in the rates took effect on the 1st April, 1879.
L  2
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colour, is inserted in the border immediately above the aide 
inscripţiona. The vacant spaces in the border and in the 
various angles are filled in with ornamental tracery.

P l a t e .— The entire plate as at first constructed consisted of 
192 stamps, divided into two panes of ninety-six stamps in 
each pane, disposed in eight rows of twelve in each row. Each 
pane presented, therefore, the facial value o f £1, and constituted 
a Post-office sheet In the upper margin was the legend “ 2Jd. 
p o s t a g e  ”  twice repeated in large capitals, the official number of 
the plate being inserted between “  2^d.” and “  p o s t a g e , ” and the 
plate number between “  p o s t a g e  ” and “  2Jd.” in the repeated 
legend. Similar legends were Soyiad on the bottom margin, the 
official and plate numbers there changing places. In the space 
between the panes equal to that occupied by one row of stamps 
was “  p o s t a g e  t w o p e n c e  h a l f p e n n y  ” in large block capitals, 
extending over the length of ten out of the twelve stamps in 
the row. .

In 1881 the arrangement of the plate was altered consequent 
on a change in the paper, and is now constructed so as to con
sist of 240 stamps divided into two panes of one hundred and 
twenty each, in the same manner as in the case of the other 
values where the paper is watermarked with “  Crown (1880).” 
Each pane constitutes a Post-office sheet of the facial value of 
£1 5s. A t the same time all the printed legends were sup
pressed, as also the plq^s numbers in the margin, both ordinary 
and official

P a p e r . — When this stamp was first issued in 1875, it was 
temporarily printed on the paper then in use for the One Penny 

. Inland Revenue stamps, watermarked with an “  anchor." As 
these latter stamps were printed in sheets o f 240, arranged in a 
single pane of twenty rows of twelve in each rtw, the disposition 
o f the watermarks did not coincide with the plan adopted for the 
printing of the stamps of twopence halfpenny, the plate for 
which only covered seventeen rows, including the blank space 
left between the two panes.. Three rows of watermarks were, 
therefore, necessarily left blank, which will account for the
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Page J 49, foot of page. Platee Woe. 22 and 23 were put to prse in 1881, 
and impressions from them issued to the public in June of that jear.
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lower margins o f the Post-office sheets issued at this time being
found watermarked with the anchor. This provisional state of ,
things lasted till about the month o f June, 1876, when a paper
specially manufactured for this value was introduced similar in y(_£ ç  ( o b é  «W
kind to that in use for the other stamps in this Section, but e\ }
watermark«! with an “  orb ” for each stamp, and was exclusively 2/, />. j b
appropriated to this value. The space occupied by each pane
of ninety-six stamps was marked out by a single line. On the
right margin of the upper pane, and on the left margin o f the
lower one, the word mask in double-lined block capitals, followed
by a facrgim üe signature of Sir W . H. Stephenson, repeated again
in the margin opposite ţhe next pane, was watermarked in the
paper. The control marks were impressed over the word h a r k ,

as in the other values in this Section where a similar watermark
existed, but at the close of the year 1880 the system was
abandoned. The sheet measured about 11^ by 18 inches.

In April, 1881, the paper was changed, and that manufactured 
for the inferior values of one halfpenny, one penny, &c.; water- -
marked with “ Crown (1880),” was substituted, which is of 
inferior quality and less highly glazed than that previously 
employed. Stamps printed on this paper from plate Ko. 21 -
were first issued to the public 8th April, 1881.

Impression.— The issue commenced with plates Nos. 1 and 
2, both of which were approved on the 30th March, 1875.
Plate No. 3 was approved on the 10th June following, and it 
was during the time that this plate was in use that the paper, 
specially manufactured for this value, was introduced. Stampe 
consequently are found printed from this plate both on paper 
watermarked with the “  anchor " and on that watermarked with 
the “  orb.”  In no value now in use, excepting the one halfpenny 
and the one penny, has the consumption been во rapid as in this.
Plates Nos. 4 and 5 were approved of in 1875, in addition to 
the three already approved in the same year ; piatra Noe. 6 and 
7 in 1876 ; plates 8, 9, 10, and 11 in 1877 ; platee 12, 13, and 
14 in 1878 ; plates 15, 16, and .17 in 1879 ; and piatra 18, 19, 
and 20 in 1880; plate No. 21 is that which is at present in

N* 22 . .Àv A 188 f. ) f A
-  1 3  ,

< 4
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ji so, and, was first employed when the paper was changed to 
that watermarked “  Crown (1880)." •*

The colour first adopted was a lilac tint o f pink (the rote, 
lü aeé o f the French philatelists), which continued to be very 
uniform during the whole period it was in use, varying only in 
depth of shade. On the 1st January, 1880, while plate No. 17 
was in use, the colour was changed to a bright blue, with a 
view o f assimilating it to that in use for the corresponding 
value in the majority o f the countries included in the first claea 
o f the Foetal Union.

SYNOPSIS.
I.

Paper watermarked with an “  anchor." Plates Nos. 1,2, and 
? Lf 3 ., P erl 14.

* * 1st July, 1875. Twopence halfpenny, lilac-pink (shades).
(iJbJZè дд Jk

(1) Paper watermarked with “ orb." Plates Noa 3 to 17. 
Pert 14.

1st June, 1876. Twopence halfpenny, Шас pinh-fahades).

(2) Same paper. Plates Noa 17, 18, 19, and 20. Perf. 14.
1st January, 1880, Twopence halfpenny, bright blue (shades).

III.
Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” Plates No. 31.

Pert 14. , 22
8th April, 189̂ 1 Twopence halfpenny, bright blue. 2 Î.

Page 150. In Synopsis, for “  Plate No. 21,”  read “ Plates Nos. 21,22, 
and 23.”

10. T he E ightpenob.

Date of lesne, 1st September, 1876.

D esign.— There is hut one die for this stamp, the design of 
which consists in the introduction of the conventional type of 
the head o f the Queen into a frame o f fresh pattern. The 
ground work o f fine lines is enclosed in a wide d o u b le -lin e d  

white border, the exterior perpendicular lines of which extend
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Page 150. After line 10 froia top add : We have seen imperforate /  /  .  
impressions struck from Plate 15 in а light shade of blue. These we are у  /£  , 
inclined to think are essays of colour struck off preparatory to the change 
then contemplated, but which was only made for the use of the public whenv.
Plate No. 17 was the plate in actual use.

Same page. Before Synopsis add : In the О. C. the following imperforate 
specimens ате found :

Plates Nos. 1 to 5, watermark “  Anchor,” lilac-pink,
„  Nos. 6 to 17 „  “  Orb ” „
„  Nos. 18to 20 „  “ Orb,” blue.
„  Nos. 21, 2J , „  “  Crown, 1880,” blue.
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ţo the extreme edge of the stamp. The upper and lower 
portions of the border are curved, and touch 
the exterior line of the stamp at the top and 
bottom ; in the upper curved part of the bor
der is p o s t a g e ,  and in the lower e i g h t  p e n c e .

The sides of the border are interrupted in 
the middle by small circles for the insertion 
of the plate numbers, and plain white square 
letter blocks are introduced into the angles,

P l a t e .—The plate was constructed to admit of printing a 
sheet of 240 stamps arranged in four panes of sixty each, as in 
its multiple value of fourpence, but as in Post-office parlance 
thirty of these constituted a sheet, a floriated ornament waa 
introduced into the exterior margin of each pane, between the 
fifth and sixth row of stamps, indicating where the division of 
the pane into halves was to be made. A t the top and bottom of 
each pane is, “  Price—Eight pence per Label— 4a per Bow of 
Six—1 Pound per Sheet,” and on the exterior margin of each 
pane is p o s t a g e  e i g h t  p e n c e  in capitals twice repeated, so 
that the legend may be opposite to each half pane. Two plates 
were constructed. No. 1 was approved 7th Ju ly, 1876, 
and No. 2 on 11th  September, 1876. The first of these was 
only called into requisition, as the demand for the stamp was 
very limited,* and it was withdrawn from the list of those sold 
at the Post-offices on the 1st October, 1880. .

P a p e r . — This was the same as that employed for the four- 
pence, watermarked with “ large garter.”

I m p r e s s i o n . — The first impressione from plate No. 1  were 
■ truck in red-brown, and the imprimatur is endorsed on a sheet 
во printed. It was considered, however, that the similarity in 
colour with that in use at the same period for the twopence half
penny would lead to confusion, and the colour was in conse-

* This stam p was originally  issued for prepaying the single letter rate 
to the Australian Colonies viiI B rindisi, w hich was reduced in  1876, and 
the demand becam e subsequently so am ali that its issue waa discontinued 
»1 together in  1880. O nly a little  over 18,000 sheets ware ever printed.
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quence altered to chrome-yellow.* Specimens of the stamp in fo 
original colour are to be met with, but they are exceedingly rara

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ large garter.”  Large coloured 

letters in angles. ’'Perf. 14. Plate No. 1.
let September, 1876. Eightpence, red-brown, chrome-yellow.

11. The Ten Shillings. !
Date of issue, 25th September, 1878.

D e s i g n .— There is only one die, the design o f which consists 
of the diademed portrait in profile of Queen Victoria to the left, 
on a ground of tine horizontal lines within a solid border, the 

sides o f which are straight, and the top 
and bottom curved similarly to the border 
of the eightpence. On the upper curved 
border in white block letters is p o s t a g e , 

and on the lower t e n  s h i l l i n g s . There 
are solid blocks in the angles for the 
reception of the letters in white, and 
the plate number in white on solid 
coloured ground is inserted in the ex

terior frame immediately below the centre of the lower curved
♦ The imprimatur on plate No. 2, dated 11th September, 1876, is on a 

sheet printed in chrome-yellow.
f  This value, as also that of £1, is not included in the list of stamps 

issued and sold to the public, not being intended for defraying postage 
on the transmission of letters, but for the use of country and district 
postmasters in facilitating the keeping of their accounts with the Head 
Office. When unpaid or insufficiently stamped letters are transmitted 
from the Head Office to the distributing offices, these latter are charged by 
the former with the postage to be collected. Instead of transmitting the 
money thus received in cash, the distributing office affixes postage stamp* 
to the account sent up to the Head Office representing the amount.

These stamps of ten shillings and one pound are supplied singly by the 
Inland Revenue Department on application from the postmasters, and are 
the only postage stamps supplied to them in smaller numbers than consti
tute a Post-office sheet .

-Pagje 152 to foot-note f  add : These remarks, though accurate wbш 
published in 1880, ceased to be so when postage stamps were re-admitted in 
1881-82 to do duty for telegraph purposes. Since January, 1882, the current 
stamps of 10 shillings and £ l  have been on regular sale to the public at the 
Post Offices, and the £5 was added in the following month of May ; but tbit 
is not included amongst the stamps that the various Post Offices are compelled 
to keep in stock. '



Page 15S. After line 2 from top of page add : But though it was prepared 
for uše and perforated yet it was never issued to the public, and the copies 
that survived destruction must be regarded as proofs. The O. C. contains 
imperforated specimens of :

Plate 1, in red-brown.
„  2, in chrome-yellow.

To Synopsis add :
“ Va r ie t ï .

Eightpence, chrome-yellow ; imperforate.

1 у . sn e n u  UL r.+sfi ~У
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Paçe 16S, Plate. About the month ot May iu the present year (1883) 
the disposition of the stamps on the plate was altered, in consequence of the 
abandonment of the use of the paper watermarked with the “  Maltese Cross,” 
and now consists, like the five shillings, of two panes of fifty-six stamps. 
Plate No. 1 is still in use. '

Paper . The paper now used for the impression is that watermarked 
with “  Large Anchor ” (20 mm.).

Perforation. Like the stamps of five shillings, those of ten shillings are 
now perforated 14.

To the Synopsis add :
Paper watermarked with “  Large Anchor ” (20 mm.). Plate No. 1. Perf. 14.

May, 1883. Ten shillings, green-grey.

Page153. Before Synopsis insert : In the O. C. the imperforate specimen 
impression from Plate I is in green-grey, on paper watermarked 

“  Maltese Cross as the issue.
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border.* The exterior frame is zigzag, very heavy, and crowded 
with meaningless ornamental details. The stamp measures 
25\ by 30 millimètres.

P l a t e .—’The entire plate consists o f four panes, of twenty 
stamps in each pane, which consequently presents the facial 
value of X I0. The arrangement of the panes for the formation 
of the plate is precisely similar to that adopted in the preceding 
value o f five shillings, and the legends are similarly disposed, 
and are the same m utatie m utandis. Plate No. 1, the impression 
from which was approved 6th August, 1878, is the only one 
which has been constructed.

P a p e b .— The paper is the вате as that appropriated to the 
five shillings of similar dimensions, watermarked with the 
“ Maltese cross.” fìa X a x , .

Impression.— The colour o f the impression is green-grey.
P e r f o r a t io n .— The perforation o f this and the next value o f 

One Pound is similar to that o f the five shillings.

SYNOPSIS. - Q . '

Stamp watermarked with “  Maltese cross" Plate No. 1. 
Peri. 15.

26th September, 1878. Ten shillings, green-grey.

*. JvmSJ ■ B-Onrc. (  CirÇí, Cf. 7n J

12. The One P ound.

Date of Issue, 26th September, 1878.

Desion.— There is only one die, the design of which consists 
of the usual diademed portrait in profile of Queen Victoria, on 
a ground of fine horizontal lines in an octagon enclosed in an 
ornamental rectangular frame, measuring 25ÿ by 30 mm. Above 
and below the profile are two white tablets, on the upper of 
which is p o s t a g e , and on the lowér o n e  p o u n d , both in coloured

* It is rather remarkable that the letters and plate number should be 
inserted in white on a coloured ground in this and the £1 stamp, when 
this mode of lettering had ceased to be used for the other values since 1872.

*
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block letters. In  the angles are solid blocks for the lettering in 
white, and in the middle o f each side of the rectangular frame 
are small circles, those at the sides and top being filled in with 

a cruciform ornament, and that at the 
bottom with the number o f the plate.

Plate.— The entire plate consists of 
four panes of twenty stamps in each pane, 
which consequently presents the facial 
value o f £20. The arrangement of the 
panes for the formation of the plate is 
precisely similar to that adopted for the 
preceding valne, and the legends are 

similar, m utatie m utandis. In the disposition of the legends 
there is, however, a trifling difference. * The legend on the left 
side o f each plate, instead o f running from bottom to top, aa 
in the preceding value, rans from top to bottom, во that on the 
left side o f each pane the heads o f the letters are towards the 
stamps on the pane.

Plate No. 1, the impression from which was approved 6th 
August, 1878, is the only one which has been constructed.

P aper.—The paper is the saihe as that appropriated to the 
five shilliftgs, o f similar dimensione. Watermarked with the 
“  Malteee-creee:”

I mpression.— The colour of the impression is brown-violet.
CfU OLTrv€ ’ . 1ЛААр2л̂ * ILÍVÔ

SYNOPSIS, CT, /

Paper watermarked with “ Alaitœo - oroaa” Plate No. 1. 
Perf. 15.

26th September, 1878. One pound, brown-violet 

(xJlrfţ . M  C-irvVí. . Q  ■

i f f  ƒ  CUA. C^flAae^A

The One Pennt (1880).
Date of Inne, lat Janaary, 1880.

Design.— There is hut one die, the design of which consist« 
of a coarsely-engraved diademed portrait in profile of Queen

É
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Pasje 154. Pi.ate. The same observations apply to the plate tor the 
stamp of one pound, as for those of five and ten shillings, the number of 
panes being now only two, but each containing fifty-six stamps. This 
alteration was made abrnff' the month of November, 1882 ̂ n d  the paper 
watermarked with “  Large Anchor”  (20 mm.) was at the same time substi
tuted for that watermarked with the “  M afroac Cross, о The perforation was 
also changed to 14. *alb.

To the Synopsis add :
Paper watermarked with “  Large Anchor ” (20 mm.). Plate No. 1. Perf. 14.

November, 1882. One pound, brown-violet
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Ради 155 and 156, note. Some exceptions have been taken to the 
onunons we expressed as to (1) the inexpediency of abandoning the system 
ot lettering ; (2) the introduction of a coarser style of engraving ; and (3) the 
absence o f  uniformity in the principal feature of the design, t ie  head of Her 
M apty , more particularly referred to in a note to page 381.

Two reasons have been assigned for the abandonment of the system of 
lettering: the one, that the letters were of no practical use; the other, that 
tbe stamps being small, the introduction of lettering into the angles tended 

poo great similarity among the various values.
The motives which influenced the authorities in adopting the system of 

lettering are set forth by us at page 55, and appear as sound now as they 
were years ago. It may possibly be contended that the time has now 
aim ed when it may safely be abandoned, as the correspondence has become 
so lange, Uiat a close examination of the stamps is impossible, and that the 
number of made-up stamps is probably so small, that the cost of employing 
the necessary means for their detection would exceed the loss to the revenue 
Undoubtedly, however, one of the principal motives for the introduction of 
the system ongmally was the endeavour to make one stamp differ from its 
fellow as much as possible, while at the same time the uniformity of design 
was preserved. These various notices appear to have been lost sight of, or to 
have been forgotten, in the course of forty years: for we have reason to 
believe that it has been chiefly owing to our having brought them forward so 
prominently ш our work that their weight has been recognised by the 
present authorities, and the utility of the system of double-lettering 
admitted, во that it will form a conspicuous feature in the new issue of

Postage and Revenue ”  stamps.
We fail to see the force of the second reason. Taking the halfpenny and 

three-halfpence of the current issue as examples of dissimilarity in the 
angles, if the lettering had been inserted, it need not have interfered with 
the extenor line, while we should have rejoiced in less of that unmeaning 
serrated ornamentation which disfigures these stamps. b

The introduction of a coarser style of eugraving is, we are told, inseparable 
from the mode of production; or, in other words, the stamps of one half
penny, one penny, three-halfpence, and twopence—the manufacture of which 
was put out to the lowest tender—are produced at a lower cost than those of 
twopence-halfpenny and upwards. It would be exceedingly difficult to point 
out any country where the inferior values are printed with less care than 
“ “ “  .°_f_a Wgher denomination. If the coarser style of engraving is insepa
rable from the mode of production, it clearly shows that this latter ought to 
be changed, and that the fault lies in the system of contracting with the 
firm who can supply anything likely to answer the purpose at the lowest 
price. It is more than probable that the abandonment o f the lettering and 
of the insertion of the plate-numbers, has had its rise from the same motive
t s  economy—and it would be extremely unfair to lay the blame of these 
shortcomings on the present contractors. If Messrs. De La Rue and Co 
were not fettered by price, there is no firm in the world that could surpass 
them ш the manufacture of stamps. The fault lies in the present system 
which is a mistake; it is wrong in principle, and is a reproach to a count™ 
like Great Britain. The only adequate remedy will, we are convinced be 
found in a radical change, whereby the manufacture of all the stamps’ re- 
uuired for postal and fiscal purposes will be carried out by a Government 
department The ideas of putting the work up to tender, and of supplying 
a staff of revenue officers to attend and watch in a private establishment 
have grown out of date, and become antiquated ; besides which, the inevit
able inconveniences—to say nothing of the chances of fraud in subordinates 
not under the direct control of the Government-all point most cogently to 
the adoption of the system which every other large European power has 
found best suited to meet the requirements of the case.

With respect to the third point (viz., the absence of uniformity), we are 
told that this is intentional, and for a good reason—to show the differences 
at a glance, independent of colour.

The answer itself shows that our remarks have been entirely misunder-

far from rising any objection to varieties in the general 
we referred to the inexpediency of introducing various 

»ney  portraits of Her Majesty, differing from each other exceDt in the 
diadem and the.disposition' of the hair* On th T ^ in t  J iM e^U  be îo  ' 
difference of opinion amongst philatelists. The reasons that influenced the 
authorities, in 1839, m fixing their choice on a portrait of Her Maiestv as

° i - he stamP®> “ d the condition that there should be 
perfect uniformity in this respect ш the stamps then issued, are unanswer-
Â r V v î f  10 S K Í V  fully recognized by all those who C e  3  the 

the WOr4 , thT  8t,1°y- But if the object of the authorities is to 
show differences in the stamps at a glance, independent of colour, they have
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■Victoria, to the left, on a ground o f equally coaree horizontal 
lines in a rectangular frame, measuring 18J by 22J mm.* At 
the four corners o f the frame are square white blocks to receive 
the letters, which are in colour. The sides 
of the frame are composed of a chain pattern, 
with an outer festooned edge, continued also 
at the top and bottom. Solid tablets are in
troduced in the upper and lower parts of the 
frame, on which are respectively inscribed 
p o s t a s e  and o n e  p e n n t  in white block letters 
on a coloured ground. There are no plate numbers on the 
face o f the stampat

* On the expiration of the contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, к Co. 
for the manufacture of the line-engraved stampe comprised in Section 1, 
the authorities, as has been previously mentioned, came to the determina
tion of substituting surface-printed stampe for these four values. One 
thing, however, was obvions, that in adopting this system of printing for 
the one penny stamp, the consumption of which is so enormous (between 
2 and 3 millions per day), it would not be practicable to manufacture them 
in the same mode as waa adopted by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. for the 
stampe of twopence-halfpenny and upwards, the cost of which was at least 
double that of the line-engraved stampe. To enable the stampe to be 
manufactured cheaply by surface printing, whether from steel plates or 
from plates constructed by the electrotype process, it waa necessary that 
they should be printed by steam, for which purpose a coarser style of 
description of engraving « к  indispensable. Unfortunately, so far as the 
interests of art are concerned, the cheapest poeeihle production was aimed 
at, and Messrs. De La Hue and Co. having sent in the lowest tender, the 
manufacture was placed in their hands.

+ In this stamp, though the lettering in the angles is retained, the plate 
numbers are not inserted on the face. In the stampe since issued, not only 
is the plate number suppressed, but the lettering at the angles also. We 
have already pointed out the reasons which led to the adoption of the 
system pf lettering, reasons which when brought to the notice of the 
present authorities they had entirely forgotten, if they ever knew them. 
In 1839-40 Sir Francis Baring, Sir Rowland Hill, and the authorities at 
Somerset House, combined together to pnt all obstacles possible in the way 
both of forgery and of the fraudulent nee of stamps a second time. We 
have also seen how at subsequent perisda other precautions were taken to 
Pavent fraud, while experience shows how admirably they have all suc
ceeded. The authorities however of the present day have knocked array

b e  l a  R ut’s C o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  S t a m p s . — T h e  
>rtual price obtained by Messrs. De la Rue and Co. for stamps supplied to the 
°st Office, under the contract which has excited so much attention in the 

«ouse of Commons, was per thousand. There were two lower tendert, 
<?e гг.' an<* anul^er as luw as i H**- But these were rejected, according to 
jr  Charles Herries, because upon application of chemical tests they did not 
»oroughly fulfil the conditions compatible with the safety of the revenue.
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P l a t e ,— The entire plate consiste of 240 stamps in two panes 
of one hundred and twenty caste in each pane, arranged in ten 
rows of twelve in each row, the entire sheet representing there
fore the facial value of £ 1 , and constituting a Post-office sheet. 
Between each pane is a horizontal space equal to a row of stamps. 
There is no legend on the plate, nor any official or other numbers 
o f the plate introduced, nor are any control marks applied to 
the sheets, the number o f the plate being only inserted in pen 
and ink in the margins of the im prim atur sheets.

Impressions from plate No. 1 were approved 28th October, 1879, 
and up to 18th June, 1880, thirty-three plates had been approved.

P a p e r ,— As the plates are composed o f two panes of 120 
casts in each pane, it was necessary to provide paper specially 
adapted to this arrangement A  new paper was consequently 
introduced watermarked with panes o f large-sized crowns, 
measuring about 11 by 11 mm., differing in pattern from those 
previously employed for the one penny, 1840. _

This crown will be distinguished as “  Crown 1880.” The 
panes, each of 120 crowns in watermark, are not enclosed in 
frames, but at each angle are single lines at right angles to 
each other, about two inches long, marking the space occupied 
by each pane. The word p o s t a g e , in double-lined block 
letters, is watermarked in the exterior margins o f each pane, 
thus appearing six times on the sheet, which measures 11 by 21̂  
inches.

-+• The paper is machine-made, and at first was white, though 
always inferior in quality to that watermarked with the “  spray of 

•&*_ олЛ/ fob.rose,”  the “ orb," &&, employed for the higher values. It has of 
late become yellower in tone, thicker, and not so highly finished 
by milling.

the greater part o f these approved safeguards at a blow . A  common style 
o f  engraving has been introduced, offering a tem ptation to  forgery ; and 
now  that the lettering o f the stam ps and the num bers on  them  hare been 
done away w ith, fo r  no other reason than the attendant cost, the sole pro
tection  against fraud consists in  such as the prin ting-ink  and the effacing 
m arks may afford, as the waterm ark in  the paper is on ly  what may be 
term ed a non-patent protection .

I
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certainly been moat unfortunate. Compare the three-halfpence, which tar 
too closely resembles the one shilling. It is certain that what really first 
attracts the eye ia the colour ; and if to this were joined a distinct figure of 
value, which is absent on all the stamps except the 2Ãd., far fewer mistakes 
would be made by those whose duty it is to affix the effacing marks. Positive 
colours are far preferable to those neutral tints now so much employed by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., which, being compounded from divers colours, 
are constantly varying in tone and in intensity, and are most trying to those 
who have to deal with the stamps with great rapidity and by artificial light. 
Long familiarity with the stamps of all the stamp-issuing countries of the 
world has led us to the firm conviction that absolute uniformity in the prin
cipal device, as the head of the Queen, is the main safeguard against forgery ; 
that distinct and positive colours, with a clear figure of facial value, are 
essential to the rapid and sure conduct of the business of the Post Office ; 
and that destructible printing-inks, and ineffaceable obliterating marks, are 
the most efficient protection against the fraudulent use of the stamps a 
second time. In short, the principal points to be aimed at are, substantial 
identity in the design chosen, accompanied by circumstantial variations to 
suit the several values. These should be combined with the use of striking, 
salient colours, adapted for each value or set of values—which latter should 
be marked on the stamp in clear figures. Part of these, under the present 
unfortunate syătem, fall within the province of the authorities, and part 
more properly belong to the manufacturer; but with the experience that 
has been gained, and with all the appliances of modem science and chemistry, 
we ought surely not to despair, even under the divided management entailed 
by putting out the work, that something better may he produced than the 
present race of stamps.

Page 156, after line 11. Thirteen other plates were constructed, but were 
never put to press : indeed, impressions from them do not appear to have 
even been registered.
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** ̂  ^iy- fLa. N̂rţ-rt.'îiw í/J ИС4ГА Uf*

ii ал-p A - , •{ *■ *1" t  Л к ^ .и .  Ù  c-tı̂ tAMİ cu*/ f t - ( J 0>ff
'  4. tuvu ^  ^  /й -с /

4«) /L fet Jţ S(ßf<~ - U
<teaffili t ,, *ƒ ytu- c ţ eL сЛлльр, ÆtT f^ lM t^

V. ff-, С Де/ťu - fČ tJŤkíM * ~ )C /ч-/*-* t*-
vJ ÂeuíL^/íuOç. . /  ч Avußi. ^  ^
"• 4- rr*b j^  * -  ( « ž u .  * 1  i i .  К —ЛХ. w ,- слгСллХ л * * -
'*t\**ž . £  -| Р ч.и   ̂ у

^V4<u, ï p i f  u *  9**—



7 П - n
. flxţyjxÂ ’ t r ~ $ f ^ ‘ * Q m . .

«f +tf~  '<аД* * -{* *  '* * '4 ' tst^
M }K ^ ,W 3  <^ÍC илИ .b «Ty(fc
Jt и <о»ДД. А^мп^ Ml* / ' X  <ƒ Æ - ^ / f  ^ C / r  '^ 1'“*** Ь^ЭГу » .

^  a ^ tS Z  4<f& *^-G ~.t слля-v Д и ш А л Л-гехлАлл- /"*Г ''Т ^Ш 9 *** *-Х  < Ж * , ь « Л . , 
Л̂Йи1 <ххЛ<Хч̂ д_/х> /к - сЛ(с А ^ " _

Ä» q fU_OuJ САьЛ Q. e i ' * ^ - *-*-5 f̂ -Xi*' C~~Gy, (̂ <-*-X_2-AA.'l) İ - İ T <<A4̂  I
*£/£T Ù- со*** v icce k  С ^ м д ^ Л к гк С  d n u ,  /Jk x f  4 + л Л ^ о .с ^  f ^ C Í Z ò  г < & ^

C j İjl> * * -* -^  A ^ ^ cU z u .  t - a - *  (h l  c* K .* 1 ^  i ,  -̂ч-цухдл-. * d f r ^ é t y  '

'ZZ^cd efyJ ížbZ  - (  Æ  ^^л^С-ÄW  ^
í^ o U 4 * ^ * |  /1 и д ^ , ^Í<-4a *A  /U ^ V e  ^ u ^ t ^ u i c  *w  4 V ^ * Û v ii>

d ^ C u C ^ U * ^ ^ . А  Д*---  >/■ " b ^ r w  Ы л, l> ^ 4 —
^тд d i t i  сл* ^vLýc/uH-»^>r? Cÿ^ov> , й\*-1/ а^£ш_ж t̂ .. Ţti+Xj^

/£ CLnr\^tauL*4k^4 -

(b jy ^  <<am Z> t  Ъ (."Ь -<3 ( (- ZI,
-  U7e> a ^ * -  a ^ W  *- £*L P*M . Ç«~S ^  ^
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Pagre /57. After Synopsis insert : Imperforate varieties of this stamp in 
shades of Venetian-red exist, and may be frequently met with in collections ; 
but as there are no numbers on the face of the stamps it is impossible to say 
from what plates they are taken when they are once severed from the sheet 
In the 0 . Ű. specimens from the sheets which are numbered by hand are 
found from Plates Nos. 1 to 33, except from Nos. 3, 11, and 13 ; and there 
is also a specimen from an unnumbered sheet, probably one of these three 
as the impression finished with Plate No. 33, though 46 platee were 
constructed.

Same page after Synopsis add : /
V arieties.

One penny, Venetian-red (shades) ; imperforate.

ÜÀ4* «Ui |un«û^viu*( UţVCAjţOt)

* u: •• •- #«*■*■ d i/èt**CTa^»sa^ • “ -2X.. <2~ţ i.



TYPE-PRINTED STAMPS. 1 5 7

I m p r e s s i o n . — The impression is in Venetian red, varying in 
depth of shade. The colour is a fugitive one, turning grey under 
the influence o f acid, and disappearing entirely if ammonia is 
applied.

Gum.—The quality and appearance of the gum is the same as 
in the other values in this Section. .

P e r f o r a t io n .— This is 14, and up to the close o f 1880 the ***, 
operation was carried out by the perforating machines at aJn**  
Somerset House. Since the commencement of the present 
year (1881) it is done by the contractors for the printing, who 
deliver the sheets to the Inland Revenue Department quite 
ready for issue. The perforation remains the same as before in 
point of gauge, and this remark, as also those relating to the 
paper and the gum, is common to all the remaining stamps in 
this Section.

SYNOPSIS. I
Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880)." Perf. 14. 

let Januaiy, 1880. One penny, Venetian red (shades).
______________  Л

14. The One Halfpenny (1880).
Date of Issue, October, 1880.

D e s ig n . —The design consists o f a portrait in profile of Queen 
Victoria to the left, very similar to that on the previous value, 
on a coarsely-engraved horizontal lined ground, enclosed in a 
circle. Above the head is a cartouche, on 
which is p o s t a g e  in white letters on a solid 
ground of colour, and below is a similar 
cartouche with h a l f p e n n y . T o fill up the 
vacant spaces and give the stamp a rectangu
lar appearance zigzag ornamentations o f a very 
ineffective character are introduced. The stamp 
measures 18J by 22^ millimètres. There are no letters on the 
stamps, nor any plate numbers.

Plate.— The plate is similarly constructed to that of the one

J
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penny, and consists o f the same number of casts, arranged in 
two panes.

The numbering of the plates on the margins o f the im
prim atur sheets is done by hand with pen and ink, as in the 
case o f the one penny. The impression from plate No. 1 was 
approved 23rd August, 1880; those from plates Nos. 2 and 3 
on the 18th o f the same month ; and that from plate^No. 4. on 
the 1st December, 18$0.

I m p r e s s i o n .— This stamp is printed in green of a rather 
greyish tendency. The later printings show the grey beginning 
to predominate more than at first, so that the stamps look 
washed out and feeble in tone.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” Perforated 14. 

October, 1880. One halfpenny, green, grey-green.

15. The Three Halfpence (1880).
Date of Issue, October, 1880.

D e s i g n .— The design of this stamp, another of those which 
superseded the corresponding value o f the line-engraved series, 
consists of a portrait in profile o f the Queen to the left, similar 

to that on the two stamps just described, on 
a background of coarsely-engraved horizontal 
lines, enclosed in a pointed upright oval solid 
frame, on which is inscribed p o b t a g e  in the 
upper part, and t h r e e  h a l f p e n c e  in the lower, 
in small white block letters. The exterior 
lines o f the oval extend to and intercept 

the sides, while the poiiite o f the upper and lower extremities 
fall into the bordering of the top and bottom. The lettering in 
the angles is suppressed, and the epandrels are filled in with a 
design of the poorest and most unmeaning description, the in
terior lines being denticulated like those in the preceding value. 
It may safely be said that the halfpenny and three halfpenny



Page 158, seventh line from top. There appears to be an error here as to 
the registration of Plate No. 4. This plate was spoiled, and no trace is 
found of the registration either of it or of Plate No. 6. Plates Nos. 6 and 
7 were registered 1st December, 1880; and Plate No. 8 on the 12th 
September, 1883.

Ль С^г6~л tfj i  . <идлсе.

Page 158. Before Synopsis add : In September, 1883, the colour of this 
stamp was changed to a purple-black in which it still continues, and this 
change took place when Plate No. 8 was brought into use. Imperforate 
impressions from Plates Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6, and 7 in various shades of green 
are found in the О. C.
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Page 169} eighth line from, top. Add : And no other plates have since 
twen called into nee.

tXC C trrà

Pûÿe 159. Before Synopsis insert : Imperforate impressions from Platee 
floe. 1 and 2 ш pale shades of Venetian-red are found in the O. C.

- \  ^ » 
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Same page, at the foot. A similar addition should be made. л ( ̂  ^
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ue the least artistic and most unattractive stampe ever produced 
by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. either for this or any other 
country. The stamp measures 18$ by 22 J millimètres.

Plate.— The plate is constructed like that of the one penny 
1880, and consists of the same number of casts similarly 
arranged in two panee. The number o f the plat© is also 
endorsed on the sheets by the hand with pen and ink. Plates 
numbered 1 and 2 were approved o f 23rd August, 1880. V «.о /цдоль. лллаЖ. .

Impression.— The colour o f the impression is Venetian red of 
the same tone as that o f the one penny.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880)." Perforated 14,

October, 1880. Three halfpence, Venetian red (shades).

16. The Twopence (1880). .
Date of Issue, November, 1880.

D e s ig n .— The design consists of a diademed portrait in 
profile o f Queen Victoria to the left on a background of 
coarsely-engraved horizontal lines, enclosed in a straight-sided 
frame, the upper and lower portions being 
curved as in the eightpence (now obsolete) 
of this Section. The inscription p o s t a g e  is 
on a curved solid tablet above the head, and 
the value, t w o  p e n c e , on a similar tablet 
curved upwards below the head, both the in
scriptions being in white block letters. The 
corners o f the exterior lines o f the rectangular frame are in
curved, and the interior lines denticulated. There are no plate 
numbers nor any letters in the angles. The stamp measures 
İ8J by 22jf millimètres.

Plate.— The plate is similarly constructed to that of the one 
penny (1880), and consists of the same number of casts arranged 
in two panes. The number o f the plate is written with pen 
and ink on the sheets on which the im prim atur is endorsed. 
Plates Noe. 1 and 2 were approved 13th September, 1880. urv
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д а .

I mpression.— The colour o f the impression is carmine-red, 
rather dull in tone, and difficult to distinguish by gaslight from 
that o f the Id. and l£d. The importance o f selecting distinct 
colours for different values where much of the work has to be 
done by night seems to have been altogether lost sight of.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  Crown (1880).” Perforated 14. 

November, 18f0. Tyopence, carmine-red (shades).
f  Sen, C^low ■ (**, yu/C£-■■**» ^ «iMıA, J _____

17. The F ivepence.
Date of Issue, 15th March, 1881.

D esign.— The design is the same head of Her Majesty that is 
found in the four stamps last described, on a groundwork of 

coaree horizontal Imee enclosed in a single 
lined festooned upright oval which touches 
the upper and lower tablets, on the former of 
which is the word postage in small white 
block letters on a solid ground, and on the 
latter pive  pence in similar letters on a 
similar ground. On each of the upright sides 

of the oval are 37 dots following the dine of the festoons. 
There are no letters or plate numbers, and the spandrels are left 
blank. The stamp measures 18£ by 22J mm.

P late.— The plate is similarly constructed to that of the one 
penny, and consists o f the same number o f casts arranged in 
two panee. There are no legends ; but an ornament in the upper 

^  lower margins, opposite the line of perforation between the
“ rá seventh rows, indicates where the pane is to be 

'■ - separated into two Post-office sheets of sixty stamps of the
/W  ' facial value of twenty-five shillings.

Impression.— This is in very dark dull violet, frequently 
scarcely distinguishable from Ы аф

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  Crown (1880)." Perforated 14. 

Fivepence, dark violet, violet-black.

f  Set &dcİAAjU)U^. )
from ^l/ta N™ í^nÍl3? T ertt: 1 “ Perforate specimene of impression* 

2m shades of carmine-red are in the О. С.
; . ̂  , Before Synopsis of the fivepence a similar notice of the

existence of an imperforate specimen in the ОГС. may bemade.
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POSTAGE AMD INLAND RETENDE STAMP.
Date of Issue, 28th June, 1881.

ft - ч^/V.eww*' 
Stt>>eu»/?ííí 9
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In consequence of representations made to the Government setting forth 
the various inconveniences attendant on having two stamps of one pennj, the 
one for postage and the other for fiscal purposes, an arrangement was, in the 
year 1881, made between the Post Office and the Inland Revenue Depart
ment, by which, in the event of the postage stamp of one penny being made 
available for the purposes for which the Inland Revenue stamp of like 
amount was applied, die Post Office agreed to pay to the Inland Revenue 
Department awfertain sum per annum, based on an average of the amount of 
sucn stamps issued during the preceding five years, and increasing each year 
to a certain marinním sum. *  A clause was consequently inserted in “  The 
Cos toms and Inland Revenue Act, 1881,” providing "That on and after the 
1st day of June, 1881, any stamp duties of one penny which might legally 
be denoted by adhesive stamp not appropriated by any word or words on the 
face of them to any particular description of instrument, might be denoted 
by adhesive penny postage stamp ; and on and after that day postage 
duties might be paid by the use o f penny adhesive stamps not appropriated 
by any word or words on the face of them to postage duty or to any 
particular description of instrument.”

Early in the month of June, 1881, the following Notios to the P ublio 
was issued by the Post Office :
“  Use of Id. Adhesive Postage Stamps and Id. Adhesive Receipt Stamper 

for either receipt or postage purposes.
“  In future the Ordinary Adhesive Penny Receipt Stamp may be used as 

a Penny Postage Stamp, and the Adhesive Penny Postage Stamp as an 
Ordinary Receipt Stamp.

“  It is understood that for the purpose of postage the Receipt Stamps, in 
common with Postage Stamps, must have no printing or writing placed on 
their face by the public.

“  By command of the Postmaster-General.”
This notice was not strictly in conformity with the provisions of the Act, 

and the practice was not in conformity with either ; for not only were the 
adhesive " I nland R evenue”  stamps of one penny, of which there were 
several varieties, admitted to the payment of postage duties, but the one 
penny “  R eceipt ” and “  D kapt ” stamps (1853), printed in blue and brown, 
and the “ D kapt P ayable on Demand or R eceipt” stamps of 1866. were 
also allowed to he used for postage purposes. Postage was even defrayed 
with Foreign Bill stamps of one penny ; but this was clearly in contraven
tion of the Act, and such stanare were allowed to pass only through inad
vertence. Furtner, though the Legislature seemed to contemplate the use 
of penny stamps only, the Commissione» sanction two halfpenny postage 
stamps being used for Inland Revenue purposes as equivalent to one penny.

For reference’ sake we append a list of the various stamps of the facial 
value of one penny which were admitted on and after the 1st Jnne, 1881, to 
defray a postage rate of like amount :

1.
DATE OP ISeUE.
10th O ct, 1863

COLOUR.
Blue

PAPER.
White

WATERMARK.
Anchor к  Cablò

(fig- 1)

LEO END.
1 Receipt (1st type)

2. Brown Draft (1st typ
3. ......  1864 Blue ... Receipt (2nd type)
4. Bluish
6. 25th March ,1865 Purple Bluish f Draft payable on 

\ demand or Receipt

1 ......6. ...... 1856(î) Lilac Bluish Anchor & Cable
(fig- 2)

7. ......  1856 Purple White
8. 1st May, 1862 . Bluish Inland Revenue
9. White

10. ......  1866 Bluish Anchor (iig. 3)
11. White
12. let Sept., 1867 . Bluish Anchor (fig, 6) ......  1st type
13. White ......  do.
14. July, 1871 . . Bluish ...... 2nd type
16. White ......  do.
16. L * -  ......  1879 . Ä ...... ......  3rd typo

-  ......  ÍO17. ...... ' İ88İ Ь  0гЬ
» ƒ *  \ & -

f

/ à ù e u / d . ■ Öv-Ä-.
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R evehüb to the right, both reading upwards. This surcharge was applied 
under the authority of the Act 23 Tic. c. 16 (3rd April, I860), which pro
vided that the duties of Id. on Delivery Orders, certificates of birth, ftc. 
might be denoted by adhesive stamps. These stamps so surcharged were iil 
fact the provisional precursors of the “  Inland Revenue” stamp o f one penny 
(No. 8), issued 1st May, 1862. 1

<&Noe. 1 to 11 are all of large dimension, measuring 26 by 30 mm., and are 
Perforated J 6. In Nos. 1 to 7 the Queen’s head, to the left, is enclosed in an 
oval band bearing the legend and the value in full ; but in Nos. 8 to 11 the 
band is circular, and the value, in full, is on a straight tablet below. Nos.
12 to 17 are of smaller dimensiopa, measuring 19 by 22} mm., and are per
forated 14. In these latter the head of the Queen, to the left, is enclosed 
within an oval band bearing the lgend and the value in fnlL In 12 and IS 
(Type 1) the spandrels are filled in with a reticulated patterfi. In 14 and 15 
(Type 2) the spandrels are plain1,'and the ornament at the corners of the 
inside line of the framing does not extend into the angle ; the oval hand and 
the inscription also are heavy. In No. 16 (Type 3) the comer ornaments 
extend into the angles, and the oval band and inscription are lighter.

Nos. 1 and 2 were printed on white paper. In Nos. 3 to 14 the paper is 
at times white, while at other times it is ringed with blue, more or leas deeply.
The whole of these stamps were most probably printed on the so-called “  safety

Ж” introduced by Messrs. De La Rue ana Co. in 1864, the variations in 
• being due to the capricious action of the prussiate of potash m its 
.-composition. No 14 (July, 1871) shows only a faint tinge of blue, and after 

that we find no traces of colour, and the paper is white. No. 17 was printed 
on paper watermarked with “  Orb,”  that had been introduced in 1880 when 
the control marks were abolished. In the paper watermarked with “  Orb”'  
employed up to 1880 for the postage stamps o f 2}d., the margin of the sheet 
was watermarked with Makk, followed by a facsimile signature of Sir W.
H. Stephenson (p. 149) ; but when the control marks were abolished the 
word Mask was suppressed, and the sheet was watermarked with a fac
sim ile signature of Sir J. C. Harries, then Chairman of the Commissionen of 
Inland Revenue, on the side and top margins of the upper pape, and the 
aide and bottom margins of the lower pane. This paper was also employed 
for the postage stampa of .9 1  from 1880 till it was superseded, in April, 1881, 
by that watermarked with “  Crown 1880.”

The provisions of fhe Act of Parliament before referred to, though of a 
permanent nature, were only designed to cany out a transitory purpose, as 
the further manufacture of the one penny postage stamps (1880), ana of the 
Inland Revenue Stamps of the same value, was virtually stopped, and a new 
stamp combining the two ordered to be prepared by Messrs. De 1л Rue and 
Co. This new stamp was issued on the 28th June, 1881, as appears by a 
notice to that effect emanating from the Post Office, though the official 
records place the real date of issne a few days later. "

. D xerox. The design consists of the head of Her Majesty, similar to that
of the "One Penny, 1880,” but not identical with it. The head is on a 
groundwork of coarsely -engraved horizontal lines, enclosed in an upright oval 
coloured band, bearing the inscription Postaux axd I xlajto Rxvxhue in 
the upper part, and On Pxsxr in the lower part all in small white block 
letters. This »  superposed on an upright rectangular frame, measuring 18}

by 22} mm., composed of two lines with pearls between them, the frame ex
tending entirely round the stamp, except where it is intercepted at the sides, 
top, and bottom by the oval hand. The spandrels are left plain, and there 
are no letter-blocks or plate-numbers on the stamps. .

In the month of October, 1881, some. Blight modifications in the design 
were introduced ; the size of the pearia in the frame was diminished and 
their number increased, while the lettering was reduced in thickness. For 
the sake of distinction we term the original design Type I ., and the 
modified one Type II.

Plati. The platee are constructed similarly to those of the “  One Penny,
1880," consisting of two panes of 120 caste in each pane. Plates Noa. 1 *»a 
2 were registered on 26th May, 1880 ; Nos. 3 and 5 on the 30th of the sane 
month ; Nos. 4 and 6 on the 9th June, 1881 ; and Nos. 7 and 8 on the 16th 
of the same month. All the above platee were of Type I. Plates Nos. 9/ 
and 10, registered 14th October, 1881, were the first which showed the тот- 
flcation in the Die or Type II. Plates Nos, 11 to 18 were registeredm 
December, 1881. Plates 19 to 24 do not appear to hive been registered-—r f “ 
Plates 26 and 26 were registered 2nd May, 1882 ; Plates 27 and 28 on the 
16th January, 1883 ; and Plates 33 and 34 on 21st August, 1883.

Papik. The paper is the same as that introduced for the “  One Решу,
1880," described p. 166.

If
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~'l*pRM8io!f. Officially the colour is denominated purple? but the first 
printings approached more nearly to lilac. The whole ot this impression was 
forwarded to the country post-offices, and before the issue took place in 
bondon the shade was changed to that of the one penny Inland Revenue 
stampe, which was of a mauve tone. The later printings show a tendency 
to revert to the lilac shade.

The pebfobation is 14.
SYNOPSIS.

/ / /

1. Paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880.” Type I. Perf, 14.
28th June, 1881. One penny, lilac-purple.

„  „  „  mauve-purple.
2. Paper watermarked with “ Crown I860.” Type II. Perf. 14. 
November, 1881. One penny, mauve-purple, purple, lilac-purple.

V ariety .
One penny, mauve-purple, imperforate. .

5k ̂ fcnvJ-
I I . (Cj.

Sou. / / i
S T A M P E D  'Ü O  V E R S  A N D  E N V E L O P E S .

The next branch of our subject leads us to the consideration 
of the stamped covers and stamped envelopes issued on the 6th 
May, 1840, in pursuance of the Treasury Minute of 26th 
December, 1839. As the die which was at that time ordered to 
be prepared for the use o f the Board of Commissioners o f the 
Inland Revenue was on its completion applied to envelopes, we 
shall follow up our account of the first issue, commonly called 
the “ Mulready” covers and envelopes, by the examination of all 
such covers and envelopes as were subsequently manufactured 
by the Board of Inland Revenue, and stamped with this em
bossing die, and with those that have since been brought into 
use.

The subject w ill therefore he treated in the following order:—

« . L y i  e t c
[IO.QÍJ.
o ' .

■ Г  ƒ  ^

Section L Covers and envelopes commonly called the “  Mul
ready ” covers and envelopes.

Section II. Envelopes and paper with embossed stampe sold 
by the Post-office to the public.

Section I IL  Envelopes and paper with embossed stampe 
struck to order on paper sent in by the public.

Section IV . Registration envelopes. .
IU. (cficbtř- wcm iteletil c. itueA ( A L o j a *  цц а

î -  '— Л - ’/ r V ~  W *  - M

у
ERRATA.

■4w -tho last pap er-one or two  otvora oocttr which it mey bo well to eomaU
In the list of Id. stamps, p. 170, No. 2 is described as “  Draft (1st type).”  у  

The worde “  (1st type) ” should be omitted, as there is only one type o f the 
“  Draft ”  stamp, resembling however in its principal features its companion 
stamp No. 1, “  Receipt (first type).”  f

Page 171, tenth line from top, for “ Sir J. G. Harries,” read “ Sir J. C. 
Hemes ; ”  and in line. 13 for “ Sd.” read 112jd, '_______________ - _
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ONSECTI

CO VE US AND ENVELOPES 

COMMONLY CALLED THE “  MULREADY’ ’ COVERE AND ENVELOPES.

, i * л ,  Date of Im e, 6th May, 1840.At A urur^y. <et- /6*. f f -+ f , ‘
D esign.— AmongUhe designs sent in to the Lords of the

Sse- • 3 V  ̂I  Treasury in reply to ,heir invitation, was one for the face of a
cover and envelope consisting of a pencil sketch by the late

-<n>^4 William Mulready, ï .a., which,, after having been submitted to
S fa  4- Ò -JÇ ̂  the Council of the Eoyal Academy, was ultimately selected hy

“  My Lords,” and thi i highest prize awarded to it. The actual
y  f  design occupied the upper part and a portion of the sides of a

/ w. space corresponding in size and shape to that of a sheet of paper 
when folded for address and transmission through the post, and 
was marked out by a single-lined rectangular frame measuring 
5* by inches, or M i. by <ЧЦ̂  millimètres.

In  the centre of the group o f figures, Britannia is represented 
as dispatching winged messengers to the different quarters of the 
globe, while the figures on each side o f her are emblematical of 
Britieh commerce and communication with all parts of the 

. world. To her right are East Indians on elephants directing the
embarkation o f merchandise, Arabs with laden camels, and 
Chinese. On her left, American Indians negotiating a treaty, 
and Negroes packing casks of sugar. On the foreground on one 
side is a youth reading a letter to his mother ; on the other side 
a group eagerly pressing to see the welcome letter. “  The whole 
design,” to quote the words o f the Landan and Westminder 
Review  o f that period, “ is like a pen and ink sketch by a 
distinguished artist, as far removed as possible from the common-

if-oetA/ Окл+Аечсх) < f *
Лл-С <**>■
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Bate of Issue, 1st Msy, 1882.
In the month of November. 1881, the Government, having come to the 

determination of reverting to the system of making postage stamps available 
for payment of the chargee on telegrams, called in all the telegraph stamps, 
and destroyed the stock. It therefore became necessary to prepare a postage 
atanıp of a high value for the charges on ultra-oceanic telegrams, and recourse 
ass had to the die of the £6 telegraph stamp, an engraving of which is to 
be found at page 373. The word t e l z o r a p h b  was removed from the upper 
tablet, and p o s t a c ím  substituted in type, tire difference in the length of the 
two words being compensated by filling in the spaces with conventional orna
mentation. It ia almost superfluous to add that the alteration was made, 
and the new stamp producea, by Messrs. Thomas Be La Rue and Co.

The paper employed for the impression is that which was in use for the 
Inland Revenue stampe of 3d. and 6d. current at the time of the issue, being 
watermarked with “ Anchor 20 mm.” the stamp, from its dimensions, in 
which it resembles the Inland Revenue stamp of 6a., taking up the space of 
two watermarks. 1Ъе sheet consiste of twenty-eight stamps, in seven rows, 
of four in a row.

The colour of the impression ia the same as when the stamp was appropri
ated solely to telegraph purposes.

The perforation (executed by the contractors) is 14.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with two “ Anchors 20 mm.” Plate No. 1. Peri. 14.

1st May, 1882. Five pounds, orange-vermilion.
Ток I R  Official.

The official correspondence of the officers of the Inland Revenue Depart
ment resident in the country with the Head Offioe in London passes free of 
postage, bat no provision was made whereby their local correspondence could 
also pass free. Hence the Surveyors of Taxes for the district had to prepay 
all country letters, but the postage was reimbursed to them by the Head 
Office at the end of each quarter. To remedy this the Inland Revenue 
Department, in the month o f October, 1882, issued to their officers the current 
postage stamp of one penny,surcharged in black “ IR  o r r io iA L ” in block 
letters, and this was followed up in the following month of November by 
the issue of the current halfpenny, green, and sixpence, grey, similarly sur
charged. .

Stamps of the current issue surcharged “ IR  official ” in black : 
October, 1882. One Penny-purple. Type II.
1st November, 1882. One Halfpenny, green.

„ „ Sixpence, grey. Plate No. 18.
IWLAWD aavHHux stamps used as FÖSTAS! STAMPS.

In the sessions of 1882 an Act of Parliament, 4Ö and 46 Viet c. 72, was 
passed, entitled “ The Revenue, Friendly Sodetiee, and National Debt Act,” 
by Section 13 of which it was enacted that (1) “ on and after the 1st day of 
January, 1883. any stamp duties of an amount not exceeding 2e. ed., which 
might legally be denoted by adhesive stampa not appropriated by any word 
or words on the face of them to any particular description of instrument, and 
any postage duties to the like amount might be denoted by the same adhesive 
stamps ; (2) with a view to exhaust any adhesive postage stomps denoting an 
mount not exceeding 2s. 6d,, which might have bem unissued or unused, 
such stampo to a proper amount midit be used to denote any stamp dutieŝ  of
an amount not exceeding Sto 6d., which might legally be denoted by adhesive 
stamps not appropriated by any word or words on the face of them to any
particular description of instrument”

It will be seen that the first part of the above enactment is mutati* mutan
ti», similar to that in the “ Customs and Revenue Act, 1881 ” (ante page*»), 
by which the Inland Revenue stamps of Id. were made available for postage 
duties, and though the wording of it is not too clear, yet its effect was so 
construed as to admit certain adhesive stampe of 2s. 6<L, and under, that had 
been issued by the Intend Revenue Department, and not appropriated to any

К tel purpose, to be used for the payment of postage duties. These Intend 
enne adhesive stampe consisted at the time of the passing the Act of six 
«lues ; via, 2d., 3d., 6d., 9d., la, and 2s. 6d., elitbe 2d., 9d., la, and Sto 6d. 

were embossed in relief by the department at Somerset House, end the 3d. 
and 6d. were type-printed, end manufactured for the department by Messrs. 
De La Rue ana Co. The sale of all these stampe, with the exception of that 
cl 2s. 6d., was discontinued after the 31st December, 1882, and those in the 
various stamp offices throughout the country were at tile same time called in, 
with the exception of the » . 6d., and the stock destroyed. The 2s. 6d. still 
continued to ne issued by the department until it was superseded by the 
Present “ Postage and Revenue” stamp of like value, issued on 1st July,Preeen

-a*.
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’  JT« и »  mfortnaoon оГЙУрйьВе, and to remove all misapprehension as to
M  SThe P ^ t ó e: f0ll0WÍng * * * “ > ®  20111 F«bm «y,

. “ Inland Bevenne Stamp Duties.
“ The duties which have hitherto been denoted by adhesive inland п»»»,.,,« 

stamps oi the value of 2d., 3d., 6d, 9d Is and L  fid nr v " „ vf nue 
of those stamps, are for t£e future to be d e n o Â y ^ t a g e ^ t S Ï T n e T  
morestampsas may be necessary, to be used to make u ^ h ^ Ä T t e a m o L  t 
care being taken, however, in every case to cancel the stamps b  S Ä  
^ t u r e  or mtijűs and date across the stamps. Until a postée s C p  of tte

i t r Â t í i d í Â í ţ e s - “
sale to the public, yet any such stamps^hich may Žeady b e ^ t h f  
шоп of the public may continue to be used for the iym ent of Inland R^raue

é®'eeíQe“ tf  bable to a duty of 6d
« r w if i ld ^ r ^ 86 for Payment of money on demand liable to a duty of Id 
« Й Й ? Ж  К ®  * »  " * * "  *  births, &c. (duty 1í r  lđ-
“ Contract notes (duty Id).
“ Delivery ordern (duty Id.).
“ Lease, or tack, or agreement, for the letting, for any definiate term less

S Ã S  W îj p W Ä Ä  !S
<- f e l f ’Ä Ä i Ä 1* “r term

“ Lettera of renunciation (duty ld).
“ Notarial acts (duty İs.)
;;Polici« of insurance, not life or marine (duty Id.).

6d. 9d?îţnd lsO °f eXCbnge’ or of ProraiS80iy notes (duti« Id., 2d., 3d.,
^ Proxies liable to the duty of ld  
“ ««»ipte (duty Id).
« ír2 ? "ere of 8h? r «  in cost-book min« (duty 6d.).“ Votingpapers (duty ld ).
“ Warrants for goods (duty 3d.).

° л ^ е ****** cannot 1,6 used for inland bills payable otherwise than on

or other * - ■ nor f°r
- «  “ By command of the Postmaster-General.” 

Acteofep f t i S f 7 ^  * ?m**™ *  « “ * *  under the authority of various 
chimir« w w fefÎÎS lfb î Ж  ^  0ng^  ÎT® ,b*Te undergone several 
a ^ f w ’p ^ ÏÏe  p S ^ .  ^  to “ they b*Ve b®«1» “ d »re still, »vall
j a * 1»  t ^ A p r i U « » ,  the Act 23 Viet. c. 16 was passed, by which it was 

*  l i  on certificates of Ь & Г Я

“* *w “  “

b o I L V Ä S  Z  ? i  » * re provided by impressing the ordinary em-
Й Ж «  of ? L w ™  “  Pmk “Я ?  %  ? BTd* “ Inland Revenue,” printed zL?T?i““ “ . °f bIocf  tJPO m green ink Within squares of about 4« mm ruled 
with black ink on sheets of blue wove hand-maäe «  Whatman”W ? "
it I L  U8Ve 2s ř e ^  emboeeed was but limited, as on the 16th June 1860 

by »  type-printed stamp, manufactured by Messrs. De lia Rue 
d Co., of similar size to the M draft on demand or receiptn etamn The 

J®gn consisted of the Queen’s head to the left k a S f  u Ä  oVa 
Ä S “  background An arched tablet а С Ж Т Ь е  т  
a Ж 1?  ,и ™ га m coloured letters, on a plain ground, and in

M o v « r i s № „ <  insinui« lettem, the remainder of 
t h e ^ 2 ?  b®1“ 8 б11« !  in with net-work. The impression was in purple, on 
w a S L ï S r  ч Л М th2n m "2® for Ле “  draft 0,1 demand or receipt ” Stamp, 

О ^ Х м ь " А п т Г | ЬД “ Й 9*bIei22-” fig- 2p. 149, and was perforated 16. 
b y -h w f ^hAuguet, I860, another Act was passed (23 and 24 Yict. c. Ill),
dute on 0Í 5 2 2 “  w“  authorised to be used for the
J H . ®? AgreeS i? ta' and the embossed stamp of 6d was replaced by a tyoc-
S d  ÏÎs  о ^ 1 а Л ^ тР- WaâÆ ° V W #  by Messrs. De l a  Rue a n d ^ ., 
mm *2 5 °Я ?» an oblong rectangle measuring 64 x 30
hpTAo-^rf zÜ8̂ 11 8̂ owed the Queen e head to the left, in a circle within an 

4  Ь»т е . on each side of which was a circle, enclosing the value in
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m e impression was in purple upon the same paper as the 3d., the stamp 
from its size taking np the space of two watermarks. The perforation was 
15) x 16. The plate was put to press on 27th September, 1860, and the issue 
to the public took place in the following month.

Under the authority of the Acts 24 and 26 Viet. cap. 21 (28th June, 1861) 
and cap. 91 (6th August, 1861), embossed stamps of the values of 2<L, 9d., 
Is., 2s.; and 2s. 6d. were prepared and issued by the Inland Bevenne Depart
ment similar to the embossed 3d. and 6d. issued in the previous year. No 
change appears to have taken place in these stamps till the year 1871,when, 
on the 27th July, a guillotine machine was set to work at Somerset House, 
which perforated 12), and the stock-in-hand of the 2d., 9d., Is., and 2s. 6d. 
were perforated by it. It does not appear that the 2s. was ever perforated, 
and it had probably at that time dropped out of circulation.

In 1866 a change had been made ш the watermark of the paper on which 
the stamps of 3d. and 6d. were printed. An anchor of 16 mm. (fig. 3) p. 149, 
had been introduced in place of the “  anchor with cable (2),”  and in the year 
1871 a further change was made, the size of the anchor being increased to 
18 mm. (fig. 4). This paper continued to be used for these stamps until 1882, 
when the size of the anchor watermark was again increased to one measuring 
20 mm. (fig. 6), p. 160. During all this period the colour of the impression 
continued the same, thongh varying at times in tone between a lilac and 
mauve shade of purple.

In the year 1872 the embossed stamps of 2d., 9<L, Is., and 2s. 6d. were 
struck in pink on whitepaper, watermarked with small anchors (fig. 6, p. 160), 
the same as that on which the Inland Revenue stamps of Id. were at that 
time printed. The division of the sheet into squares by black-mled lines 
was also done away with, and the thickness of the type of the words “  limano 
imvninn”  was reduced, which still, however, continued to be printed in 
green. The perforation of 12) remained unaltered.

On the 27tn October, 1875, the colour for the stamps embossed by the In
land Bevenne Department was changed from pink to vermilion, a change 
which affected all the embossed stamps of 2d., 9d., Is., and 2s. 6d. struck 
after that date.

In October, 1882, the paper watermarked with small “ anchor, 14 mm.,” 
being exhausted, the whole of the embossed stamps were struck on that 
watermarked with an “ orb,” being tbe ваше .as was then employed for the 
Inland Revenue stamps of one penny.
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fonte.
Imper

I

1 The same

SYNOPSIS.
E mbossed Stamps.

I. Armorial designs, with value in centre, and date inserted ; embossed in 
on bine wove paper ; rectangular spaces for stamps marked out with 

frfr imee, “ inland revenue”  in green in thick block letters. r~ —

April, 1860. Threepence, w- ?

,8.1.
Ninepence. -  
One Shilling. У  
Two Shillings. /
Two Shillings and Sixpence, y  

_ , embossed in pink on blue wove paper ; rectangular
marked out with black lines. “  inland revenus ” in green 

Perforated 12J.
August, 1871. Twopence, y  

Ninepence.
One Shilling.
Two Shillings and Sixpence.

3. The same designs ; embossed in pink on white paper, watermarked with 
Anchor, 14 mm.” (fig. 6.). “  inland revenus ” in green in thin block

Men. Spaces for stamps not marked out. Perforated 12|.
1872. Twopence.

Ninepence.
One Shilling. 'S
Two Shillings and Sixpence. .

The same embossed in vermilion.
(âe&í** 1876. Twopenoe.

Ninepence.
One Shilling.
Two Shillings and Sixpence.

6. The same designs ; embossed in vermilion on paper watermarked with 
Orb.” “ inland revenue” in green in thin block letters. Spaces not

thick block 1
- ! p c

V

nuked out.

i m 

perforated 124.
1882. Twopence.

Ninepence.
One Shilling.
Two Shillings and Sixpence.

1 L*.
Safety

Ttpe-pbinted Stamps.
к Paper watermarked with “ Anchor with Cable (2),” (fig. 2). 
er, bluish to white.
15th June, 1860. Threepence, purple (mauve tint) ; peri. 16.

1st Sept. 1860. Sixpence „  „  perf. 164 by 16.
Paper watermarked with “  Anchor, 16 mm.” (fig. 3). Safety paper, 

suish to white.
1866. Threepence, purple (mauve tint) ; perf. IS.

Sixpence „  „  peri 16J by 16.
3 Paper watermarked with “  Anchor, 18 mm.” (fig. 4) ; bluish.

1871, Threepence, purple (lilac tint) ; p á l  16.
Sixpence „  „  pert 16| by 16-

*• Paper watermarked with “  Anchor, 18 mm." (fig. 4) ; white
1872. Threepence, purple ; pert 16. f  ]l^-

Ц ţ ţ  .
6. Paper watermarked with “  Anchor, 20 mm.” (fig. 6) ; white.

1882. Threepence, purple ; pof. 15.
“  » » —  « - f t  \
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1 6 4  P08TAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

place designs usually employed jn analogous cases. And con
sidering the small space, the mode of printing to he employed, 
and other circumstances necessarily fettering the artist’s powers, 
we think that artiste and the public will agree with us that Mr. 
Mulready has produced the very best work of art consistent 
with the conditions within which by the nature of the case he 
was confined.” ^

 ̂ The design, though eminently artistic, was but ill-adapted to 
ih e taste of a mercantile community,^md proved to be an 

1 éminent failure, drawing down upon the parties responsible for 
its selection an immense amount of ridicule in the shape of 
lampoons and caricatures, a result evidently but little appre
hended by them wheat, the choice was mádé.} + r ,

. "  • P l a t e s . —The design, after having been engraved^by Mr.
i ****•-  Thompson, the eminent wood-engraver^was multiplied by
j W - r.ir ^ v  ť  \  etereo-platee, the same engraved block serving for both the coven 
[ ttCx- Â ţo/ envelopes, as also for the two values of one penny and two

- ' pence, for which latter purposes a portion of the block at the
lower part of the frame was removed to leave a space for the 
insertion of the value in full, which, in the case of the one 
penny, was filled in with the- words p o s t a g e  o h e  p i n n t  in 
ornate Italic capitals, or capitals slanting from right to left, 
while in the twopence the words p o s t a g e  t w o  p e n c e  were 
inserted in capitals slanting in the reverse direction, or from left 
to right

In addition to the design on the fime, at a distance of 3 milli
mètres from the lower line of the frame, was a tablet of mechani
cal lathe-work of a reticulated pattern, in which the word postage 
was shown in large block letters turned towards the facial design.

* So early M the 12th May, six daya only after the inme took place, 
there ia an entry in Sir Bowlend Hill’s journal to the following effect: 
“  I fear we ahali he obliged to substitute some other stamp for that designed 
by Mulready, which ia abused and ridiculed on all sides. In departing so 
widely from the established ‘ lion and unicorn ' nonsense, I fear that we 
have run counter to settled opinions and prejudices somewhat hastily. I 
now think it would have been wiser to have followed established custom 
in all the details of tfie measure where practicable.”—Life, voi. i. p. 395-
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The draughtsmen employed at the present time on the staff o f Pttntåicm  j 
tent themselves, as a rule, with merely affixing their initials to the drai*' 

produce from week to week. In the old days, however, when I 
editor, John Leech bad a habit of signing his work in a ,fa 

with the design of a small glass bottle which had insidç o/íit t^e body 
of a leech. At the time when Mulready submitted to the Government 
his elaborate design for a postage stamp, Leech caricatured the drawing in 
Punch, and sketched a ridiculous counterpart o f the Mulready stamp, putting 
bis own sign manual in the corneras usual. Being entirely ignorant that it 
was Leech’s whim to mark his work in this curious manner, Mulready 
was exceedingly indignant when the leech was pointed out to 
him. He felt fully persuaded that the intention of the caricaturist 
was to insult him, and that the drawing of the leech was meant to 
bave a personal and very uncomplimentary significance. So angry was 
Mulready, indeed, that when he was invited to meet Leech at the house of 
the muist Egg, he sternly refused to do so, until the matter o f the signature 
kadi kttn  satisfactorily explained. When at length he realized the whole 
tra&,9f the matter, he expressed himself very willing to make the/fcqi^intance 
of his caricaturist, and from that time forward Leech and Mulready became 
fast friends. h * скЛС. . f f .  / 2 . . S C *
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1&6 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

This tablet measured 77£ by 17 millimètres, and when the cover 
was folded appeared on the back o f the letter. Below this 
tablet were the index numbers o f the plates. In the one penny 
covers the number was preceded by a Boman capital, and in the 
envelopes by an Italic^capitaL In the covers and envelopes of ’ 
twopence small lettere ̂ ôok the place of the capitals. We have 
found no other letter except A, though it is by no means im
probable that other letters were used, as the number printed was 
very large, in expectation that the covers and envelopes would 
be employed in far greater proportion than the adhesive stamps.

P a p e r . — The paper was o f a special character, manufactured 
by Mr. John Dickinson at Nash Mills, King’s Langley, Herts, 
into the substance o f which, during the process o f fabrication, 
threads o f various coloured silk were introduced running through 
the sheets, a species of paper that, from the name of its inventor, 
has become known among philatelists as “  Dickinson paper.” * 
The paper prepared for the covere differed somewhat from that 
prepared for the envelopes in the disposition of the silk threads. 
In the former the silk threads were so arranged that in printing 
the twelve covers on the sheet in three rows, of four in each 
row, three parallel threads of red silk traversed the cover hori

* Mr. Dickinson took oat а patent in 1880 for a method of uniting 
face to face two sheets of pulp, in order to produce paper of an extra 
thickness. “  The sheets of paper pulp were given off by two drums, and 
brought into contact with one another by the pressure of a roller, and thus 
united were carried forward by the felt over a guide roller and onward to 
a pair of pressing rollers, whereby the moist surfaces of the pulp were 
made to adhere firmly, and constitute one thick sheet. This, after passing 
over the surface of hollow drums heated by steam, became dry and com
pact.’ ' The paper for postal purposes was manufactured by Mr. Dickinson 
on a similar system, the silk fibres being introduced between the two 
laminae before they were pressed together. Specimens of this paper were 
produced and shown to the Commissioners of Post-office inquiry in 1837, 
when the question before them was the practicability of employing stamped 
covers for letten conveyed by the twopenny post On this point we find 
the following statement in the Ninth Report (voi. xxxviii., part 1): “ Your 
Lordships will perceive, from the evidence of Mr. Pressly, the Secretary of 
the Board of Stamps and Taxes, that he also entertains a favourable 
opinion of the proposal, whilst he has at the same time fairly stated such

I have been told that a notion has been started that the “ Jickinson 
paper was hand-made. Mr. Dickinson’s patent consisted in having 
films of pulp, between which the threads were inserted, and the two filo» 
then passed between rollers, which united them. Such an operation wow 
not have'been effected by hand, and the necessary machine formed part °* 
the invention.
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MOLREADY COVERÀ AND ENVELOPES. 1 6 7

iontaUy above the design, and two parallel blue ones below it. 
In the paper for the envelopes the sheet wa^ traversed by silk 
threads in sets o f on e«»b etw een  two U se, disposed in such a 
manner as that one set of threads crossed each o f the two por
tions of éhe lozenge-shaped parallelogram forming the side flaps 
of the envelope. Although this was the normal disposition of 
the threads, yet examples may occasionally be met with where 
one or more of the threads has been accidentally omitted, or 
their colours transposed, and also where they run vertically 
instead of horizontally, owing to a sheet having been wrongly 
cut These varieties possess but little, if any, interest to 
collectors, and are adverted to merely to preclude the supposition 
that their existence is unknown.

Impression.— The sheets both for the covere aad the en jolopee - 
measured about 24^mches deep by Зб/m ches wide/being*adapted 
to receive twelve impressions disposed in three rows of four in 
each row, the design o f the face, when printed running parallel 
to the longer margins of the sheet. /In  the sheets of covers 
there was no line of separation between them, but in those of^ 
the envelopes the lozenge-shaped form was marked out by single 
linea In making up the form from which the sheet was

objections os he conceived might be raised against the adoption of the 
plan, the first and most important of which is, that the revenue would be 
liable to be defrauded by the forgery of these stampe.

“  With respect to this objection, Mr. Pressly saya ‘ It has occurred to 
me, however, that that might be prevented if the Government manufac
tured a particular paper for such envelopes. There is a paper which has 
been produced to the Commissioners of Stamps for another purpose, and 
it is the best suggestion that occurs to me for the purpose; viz., by the 
introduction of a silk thread into the paper, which it is difficult to manu
facture, and very expensive, and with the vigilance of the Excise would he 
almost impossible to forge ; the silk is woven in the pulp, and it is written 
on with the greatest facility. The manufacturer is Mr. Dickinson, of the 
Old Bailey.’ ”

The report then proceeds: “ Mr. Dickinson has fully described the mode 
°f fabricating the particular description of paper, to which Mr. l’ressly 
miem, and we are satisfied that, if the use of this paper was confined ex
clusively to stamped covers, it would be almost impossible to imitate the 
paper, or commit any forgery, without detection. ”



printed the stereo-plates were not arranged according to their 
пшпЪетв, nor indeed by any order or rule whatever ; the combi
nations of numbers of the stereos, therefore, which appear on 
the sheets are entirely fortuitous, and it would be useless to 
attempt to examine them with a'view of drawing any inferences 
from the mode in which they recur.

The preparation of  the sterte platou and the printing wen u>4  
entrusted to Messrs. William Clowes and Sons, of Blackfri&rs, 
London, the colour of the impression being black for the covers 
and envelopes o f one penny, and blue for those o f twopence.

There was no legend on the envelopes, but on the end flaps of 
the covers the following notices and directions were printed in 
double columns of type in the same colour as the rest of the 
impression.

Bates of P ostage— I nland letters not exceeding half-an- 
ounce are charged one penny.
Exceeding half-an-ounce, hut not exceeding 1 ounce, twopence.

„  1 ounce „  „  2 ounces, fourpence.
„  2 ounces „  „  3 ounces, sixpence.

And во on, an additional twopence for every additional ounce. 
W ith hut few exceptions the weight is limited to 16 ounces. 
Unstamped letters are charged double postage on delivery. 
Those insufficiently stamped double the amount of such insuf
ficiency.

Colonial L etters.— If sent by packet, twelve times ; if by 
private ship eight times the preceding rates.

F o r e i g n  L e t t e r s .— The packet rates are too numerous to be 
enumerated here. The ship rates are the same for foreign as for 
colonial letters. As regards both foreign and colonial letters 
there is no limitation as to weight. A ll sent outwards, with few 
exceptions, must be prepaid by money or by stamps ; and those 
going by private ship must be marked “  Ship Letter.”

It is r e q u e s t e d  that all letters may be fully and legibly 
addressed and posted as early as convenient. Also, that what
ever kind of stamp may be used, it may invariably stand above 
the address, and towards the righbhand hide o f the letter.

P r i c e s  o f  S t a m p s .

A t  a  P o s t  O f f i c e — Labels Id. and 2d. each. Covers l̂ d- 
and 2$d. each.

1 6 8  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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Ат a  S t a m p  D i s t r i b u t o r ’s  as above, or as follows :
Half-ream or 240 Penny Coven £1 2s. 4d. Penny Envelopes £1 Is. 9d.
Quarter-ream or 120 Twopenny Coven £1 Is. 4<L Twopenny Envelopes 

£1 Is. Id. • . '
A t  the S t a m p  O f f ic e s  in London, Dublin, and Edinburgh as 

above, or as follows :
2 reams or 960 Penny Coven £4 7s. Penny Envelopes £4 5s.
1 ream or 480 Twopenny Coven £4 3s. 6d- Twopenny Envelopes 

£4 2a 6d. '
Covers may be had at these prices, either in sheets or cut 

ready for use. Envelopes in sheets only, and consequently not 
made up. No one unless duly licensed is authorised to sell 
postage stampa

The penny stamp carries half an onnce (inland) ; the twopenny 
stamp one onnce. Foi weights exceeding one ounce use the 
proper number of labels, either alone or in combination with 
the stamps of the covers or envelopes.

M o n e t .— Coin if enclosed in letters at all should be folded 
in paper, sealed, and then fastened to the inside of the letter; 
bat to avoid risk, a money order should he used whenever prac
ticable.

From the above notices it will be seen that the coven were 
sold separately at the various Post-offices, and by persons au
thorized to eell stampe, at one farthing above the facial value, or 
they could be purchased in .sheets, but the envelopes could 
only be had in sheetej^ ¥n practice, however, Ó iesem íer were 
sold by many licensed stationen folded and ready for use at 

, threepence per dozen over their facial valne, the Inland Revenue 
Department allowing a small discount over and above the profit 
on purchasing by the ream. ..

The im prim atur on the copies o f the one penny and two
penny coven registered in the archives at Somerset House, shows 
that impressions both of the one penny in black and the two
pence in blue were struck in the presence of a Commissioner on 
the 7th April, 1840, and that both were approved and ordered 
for use, “ with the stereos therefrom,” on the 27th April. The 
impressions are struck on “ Dickinson” paper, and comprise 
the design o f the front only. There are no legends, nor does 
the tablet below the front design appear on the sheet. A

MÜIiRRADY COVBBS AND ENVELOPES. 1 6 9



like pair, with a lozenge-shaped outline marking the form of the 
envelope when opened out flat, is also registered, with the in- 
prim atu r endorsed in similar terms.

F a i l u r e  o p  t h e  E x p e r i m e n t . — The envelopes met with very 
little favour at the hands of the public, who were not prepared 
for the use of them, and regarded them rather as an innovation. 
The covera were chiefly employed by bankers and by insurance 
and other public companies, the latter frequently printing their 
prospectuses on the inside, thus converting them into a medium 
o f publicity. Not a few were used by enterprising stationers as 
advertising sheets, and sold by them at or under their facial valua 
The issue must however be regarded as a failure, and so soon 
as the embossed envelopes were issued the “ Mulready ” covers 
and envelopes fell entirely into disuse, and were withheld from 
circulation. Nearly all the vast stock prepared for issue was 
subsequently destroyed, and it appears “  that a machine had to 
be constructed for the purpose ; the attempt to do the work by 
Are in close stoves (fear of robbery forbade the use of open ones) 
having absolutely failed.” *

SYNOPSIS.

A. Form, Cover or Half-sheet.
6th May, 1840, One penny, black.

Twopence, blue, light to very dark shades.

B. Form, Envelope.
6th May, 1840. One penny, black.

Twopence, blue, light to very dork shades.

• Lift of Sir Rowland Hill, voL L p. 396.
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jf- №^елш Ob tu tl dj Ccmĵ oJMnjL^ đj düs '■МлА$Лл£1о1у 

цдЙ, (** (tnu i d  i a v  

síuw jne - J £ptb .
Л • . . V» ^  ; ' , Д. Д

edao J L  fyjJbxJtÅ соЛ Ä-cuad. ад-. Í7 .
č l t jr & e u x  tÂ A U bLAÎC & Lţ / F j f .  £ f  U s . b ^

Л £Л

facLHjcCtlliMJiA «ƒ TÎom Клала utAjfab, JiaJtJUjl ZamhiÂ ct/isu 

h j y  (Щ О . ^  'UU/tLlUs (àjLÆLxn*.. JJ ß n £  J f °  . / S ja .

L j t d c U i f n j  ' L j C u L& W  . £  f u n t i  Мл СЛАЛ' ( З лА л аллА п л А

-ii la^uuuA iGZ аЦ-Оа̂ лаас-̂аМаЛ- .

■У У  V R « i(
Ä t , » ^ а м а ^ ь ч /'и л л ^ , 
йллД ( ( i ,  | \ u vu ^ /eM

■7o ü ti S u it u t  a. ýojfy' tu te t ил-1 ■Ci, Сили, & */ ťf<"Mt 
G, Í t4 - e j ituna ск< cC ťtrtiU A * ^  /Слллл̂ а,

f î  ’yJ cx.uuuu.tu (чЛли ^ o t u t  (S~Ge Otonc t ^ c t , J ^6с*л^#

7o &&t> y-Çvev Ía-^í ( ’ Х̂4АЛ*ЧЛ̂ /vÆ* urACa u n u -yi
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SECTION IL

ENVELOPES AND PAPER W ITH  EMBOSSED STAMPS.

SOLD BY THE POST-OFFICE TO THE PUBLIC.

(1) The One P enny E nvelope . isméd 29th January, 1841.
(2) The Two P ence '  . „  April, 1841.
(3) The One Penny Half-sheet . „  March, 1844.

Previously to the introduction o f the new system, which 
substituted a charge by weight for that by sheet, such things as 
envelopes were scarcely known beyond the limits o f official 
departments, and the occasional use o f them by those who 
possessed the privilege o f franking. Gum was an article seldom 
heard of except in connection with pharmacy, for wafers and 
тех were the recognized means o f dosing letters so far as that 
n s  practicable, and were the regular appliances as well o f the 
commercial desk as of the library table. But when it was per
mitted to ondose a letter in a cover without incurring the 
penalty of double postage, the facilities afforded by the use o f 
envelopes and the privacy secured by endosing correspondence 
in them soon produced their effects, and envdopes made their 
way into public favour so rapidly, that stationer after stationer 
set up workshops for the manufacture o f them. Many stationers 
had patterns of their own, and registered their designs ; in short 
a new trade was created, which gave employment to hundreds of 
young people o f both sexes. A t first ornamental adhesive seals 
and enamelled wafers were commonly used for securing the 
flaps, but the greatest improvement was the lengthening of the 
Qppsr flap and the gumming its extremity. From this period
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the sealing-wax trade began to suffer most perceptibly, and is 
possibly the only one which may be said to have been ruined by 
the introduction o f the penny postage.

When it became evident that the “ Mulready” envelop« 
had failed to secure the approval o f the public, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Sir Francis Baring, assisted by Sir Rowland 
Hill, occupied themselves, towards the close o f the year 1840, 
in devising some other kind of envelope which should take that 
place. It has been previously mentioned that the Lords of the 
Treasury, by their Minute of 26th December, 1839, had 
directed the preparation of the necessary stamps for the purpose 
of being struck on paper which the public might send to the 
Stamp-office for that purpose. This decision was now modified, 
and “  My Lords ” came to the determination o f applying the 
stamp to envelopes to be made from “  Dickinson " paper, manu
factured in a manner similar to that employed for the “ Mul- 
ready ”  covers and envelopes.*

The die which had heen ordered to he constructed was the 
joint work of two artista The engraving o f the head of Her 

"Majesty on -tiestösi die had been entrusted to Mr. William 
W you, and was a reduced copy o f the obverse o f his City 
medal, which had also served as a model for the design of the 
one penny adhesive stamp. The matrix prepared by Mr 
Wyon, from which the punches for producing the head on all 
the embossing dies, both o f the one penny and o f all the 
values, have subsequently been constructed, showed the head of 
Her Majesty with a plain trees o f hair only. In the dies for the 
several values the arrangement o f the hair was varied by the 
addition of pendent curls o f different designs.

The die therefore, as it left the hands o f Mr. Wyon, con
sisted o f a reproduction o f the head on a plain ground, without 
any pendent curls, which were subsequently added.
- • For some years it веетз to have been considered that the franking 

power of an envelope was centred in the embossed stamp, and we have 
seen letters passed free through the post with an embossed stamp affi*«* 
to them that had been cut from an envelope. This practice is now, however, 
declared to be illegal by Act 83 and 84 Viet., c. 7fl, s. 19.
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N ot«.—The seel device used for the two larger sizes measured 15 m  
in diameter ; that used for the small size, 12 mm. Working dice up to 
87 appear to have been in use up to September, 1866, as specimens ate 
found of the u'ee of this die both in this issue and the nest ; but litUe 
or no dependence can be placed on the numbers on the undated dies as 
showing that a die was in use at a particular date. When required for 
service, they were given out indiscriminately, and while some were not 
used, others remained in use as long as they were fit for service, and 
were then repaired or broken up. For these reasons it is considered that 
it  would serve no useful purpose to give the dates when the several diaa 
of the one penny were registered. It may be remarked that the stamping 
was at first done bv striking, and the destruction of the dies was then 
much more rapid than in the machines subsequently constructed under 
the direction of Mr. Edwin НШ. "
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Bound this solid, ground was added a border or framing in 
mechanical engraving, executed by other hands, the design o f 
which also varied in the several values.

1 . T h e  O n e  P e n n y .

Date of Issue, 29th January, 1841.

"

D e s ig n .— The design consisted of a diademed bust of Queen 
Victoria to the left in white relief on a solid oval ground o f 

colour enclosed within an oval border, on the 
solid ground of which is a reticulated pattern 
in white relief, so disposed as to show the in
scription p o s t a g e  o n e  p e n n y  in sunken block 
letters. A t the base of the bust are the 
initials o f the engraver, w. w., in minute 
letters in relief, preceded by a numeral de

noting the number of the working die. The stamp measures 
23 by 27 mm. »a .  . > ч «а . л -

D ie  L, 1841-1866.— The tress o f the back hair of Her 
Majesty approached near the interior line of the oval frame, 
and was furnished with a pendent snake-like curl ; the reticu
lated pattern on the frame was 2$ mm. wide.

This die, which we designate Die L to distinguish it from 
Die IL constructed in 1866, was the joint work o f Mr. William 
Wyon, who struck the head upon it and en
graved the pendent curl, and of Mr. Deacon, 
then in the employ o f the late Mr. Charles 
Whiting, o f Beaufort House, Strand, Lon
don, who designed and executed the oval 
framework,'*'

1855. An alteration was made in 
die in September, 1855, by drilling holes in 
the network of the lower part of the border for the insertion o f 
the date plugs.

* Although the original от mother die was produced in the manner 
above mentioned, yet the working dies used in the embossing presses by 
the Inland Revenue Department were constructed by Mr. Wyon at the
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D ie  IL , 1866, et seq.— A  new die waa constructed in 1866, the 
bead being still struck from that originally engraved by Mr. W. 
W yon ; but^the addition o f pendent 
curl and 4b* oval framing, with its re
ticulated omamentation^was the work of 
Messrs. De La Bue and Co. This die is 
readily distinguishable from Die L , not 
only by the different pattern of the curl, 
but by the mechanical engraving of the 
border, which is 3 millimètres wide, and 
is * я у  poorly executed in comparison with that on Die L 
Greater space is given between the back of the head and 
the interior line of the frame, which is no doubt an ЦП- 

W. improvement The initial^ o£  ̂ifcţ  W yon still appeared on the 
\ base o f the bust; but sm evtne year 1872 they baie "been 

omitted, and the index number only retained. * Working dies 
from Die IL  seem to have been brought into use about October, 
1866; the first index number that has been found by- w  
is UO. _  V a4

P aper, 1841 to I860.— The paper was manufactured specially 
for the purpose by Mr. Dickinson, and was somewhat similar to 
that used for the “  Mulready "  envelopes and covers. Ordinarily 
two parallel silk threads only are to be found, one blue and the
Mint up to the time of hie death, in 1851, and also for some time after by 
hie eon, Mr. Leonard Wyon. Consequent on the changes made in the 
administration of the Mint in 1852, a considerable portion of the work, 
consisting of the repairs of the working dies and the construction of new 
ones, was transferred to Mr. Warren De La Rue, r.R.s., engraver to the 
Board of Inland Revenue ; and at present the whole of the work is done 
by Messrs. De La Rne and Co. undeT his superintendence. 

eJtuEach die from the first has been marked with an index number. Those 
in use at Somerset House are kept under the care o f a special officer, who 
issues them daily to the stampers according to the requirements of the 
work in hand. These numbers, which are found at the base of the bust, 
do not, therefore, offer any certain or reliable test as to the date when the 
impression was struck, as the dies remain in use as long as they continuo 

: V m л  fit for eervice, a fact which will be readily appreciated by examining 
these numbers in connection with the date dies after they wem 

A -O r Л** introduced.

!\аЛ ji
<Mr S. fit fc (Ж * 
EuiţuÂdw v.*'

S  H o*A A ..



ťage 174. A ft  he end of paragraph 
Die II., New Series. Early in tne

t- Чл

ilT“  Die II., 1866j et teg.”  iîtd  :
. . >e year 1881 an alteration was made in

the envelopes of one penny, which up to that time, though manufactured at 
the establishment of Messrs. De La Rue and Co., were stamped at Somerset 
House. It was arranged that those made for sale by the Post-office should 
for the future be stamped at the establishment of Messrs. De La Rue and 
Co., and that the stamping at Somerset House should be confined to the 
paper brought in by the public. Thirty-six new dies were accordingly con
structed for the purpose of stamping tRe envelopes made for the Post-office, 
in which the truth of the observation in the note at the foot of p. 176 appears 
to have at length dawned on the authorities, as date-plugs were not uitro- 

1 .v - dnced into the new dies. Inja llother respects the type is identical with that 
- of Die II. ; and it must be admitted that the alteration restoring the stamp 

to its original state before it was disfigured by the insertion of the date-plugs, 
except in the quality of the engraving of the border, is a great improvement 
It would be difficult to find a better specimen of an embossed envelope than 
that afforded by the present issue of the “  Court ”  or square-shaped envelopes, 
in which, from the thickness and superior quality of the paper, combined 
with the highly-glazed surface, the stamp presents the appearance of a 
cameo.

The first batch of the new dies was registered on the 12th June, 1881; and 
the issue to the public was made on the 1st July following. The striking 
from some of the dies, however, took place somewhat earlier, as the records 
show that it commenced on the 28th March, 1881, from Dies I to 6 ; on the 
4th April, from Dies 7 to 11 ; on the 5th April, from Die 12 ; on the 1st July, 
from Dies 13 to 21 ; on the 12th July, from Dies 22 to 30 ; and on the 16th 
August, from Dies 31 to 36.

The stamping of envelopes at Somerset House for the Use of the Post
office with dated dies ceased on the 13th May, 1881, Die No. 228 being the 
highest number then in use. The dated dies still continue to be used for 
stamping paper brought in by the public.

The thirty-six new dies bore the index numbers of 1 to 36 on the base of 
«  the bust, but in the dirá since constructed these numbers have been sup- 
• pressed. The numbers seem also to have been omitted on some one or more 
a of the dated dies, as we have found an example of the omission on a square
** sized envelope dated as early as February, 1879 ; and examples on other 

sized envelopes have fallen under our notice dated subsequently to that time. 
The omission in thèse cases may probably have been an accidental one on the 
part of the engraver ; but at tne present time it is intentional, and marks a 
new point of departure in the history of these stamps.
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other orange-red, and the envelope was so cut from the paper that 
when it was folded the pair o f silk threads crossed the face 
diagonally in the right upper corner, it being intended that the 
stamp should he impressed over the threads, though many 
specimens are found where the stamp is impressed either above 
or helow them. W e have not considered these as constituting 
varieties, as they are simply accidents due to the irregular 
cutting of the blanks for the envelopes,

A further list o f pseudo-varieties might be made hy selecting 
examples where the paper-maker has inserted two blue or two 
orange threads instead o f the bicoloured pair, or where he has 
added an extra thread and inserted three. Those who are 
curious in such matters may find these errors fully enumerated 
in Le 'Tim bre P oete for July, 1868, but they do not appear to 
us to call for more than this passing notice. (  ^  o d J t^ cia  J 

The colour o f the paper was that known as cream-coloured, 
and it was glazed on one side only. N o change was made in 
the colour during the whole period that the “ Dickinson” 
рарет was in use, except that it gradually became whiter in tone, 
and it is possibly owing to this that it is almost uniformly de
scribed as being white, whereas the colour at the commencement 
of the issue was full cream-colour. Varieties have been catalogued 
as being o f “  pale straw ” and “  yellow tinted ” paper as distinct 
from the cream-coloured paper, but there is not the slightest 
foundation for making such varieties, as the additional depth o f 
tone is solely due to adventitious causes, partly arising from 
variations in the process of the manufacture, and partly from 
atmospheric influences. These causes acted somewhat capriciously, 
for envelopes of different tones o f colour are found which were 
not only in circulation at the same time, but were manufactured 
at the same period, and do not therefore serve to mark any 
epoch in the history o f the envelopes.

1855 et eeq.— After an experience o f fourteen years the au
thorities determined to abandon the use of the “ Dickinson” 

,\paper,̂ uid to follow thgi system adopted in t^e case of other 
stamps embossed by the Inland Revenue Department, o f inserting
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in the working dies moveable date plugs, showing when the stamp 
was struck.* To give full effect to this, powers were obtained 
from Parliament by the Act 18 and 19 Y ict. c. 78, more particu
larly referred to hereafter, authorising the Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue to stamp paper brought in by the public for 
that purpose, under certain regulations to be approved of by the 

. - ' Lords o f the Treasury. A t the time this change commenced to
be carried into effect (September, 1855) there were three sizes 
o f the envelopes then current—the smallest size o f 4 by 2£ inches,, //?

I f  ïj(£  y  %  the intermediate one o f 4| by 2| inches, and the largest size of 
' 1 f»i by inches. White M d paper was selected for the two

smaller sizes, and azure wove for the laiger size. Although 
the sale of envelopes made from the plain paper continued for a 
short time concurrently with the disposal of the remainder of 
the stock on “  Dickinson ” paper, yet we do not find that any

1
i

were issued made from this latter paper stamped with a dated ̂  
die, except eome few copies o f the smallest size in the year 1860, 
which were doubtless remnants of the unstamped blanks cut for
this sized envelope remaining in the Office, and were stamped 
by the Inland Revenue Department more with the object of 
getting rid of old stock than with a view of puzzling collectors 
of stamps. These last envelopes were all stamped with the die
hearing the index number.Rf'&ö, and were dated in April and 
May, 1860. 7

F orm, 1841 to 1852.— Previously to the envelopes being 
stamped with the embossing die, it was requisite tb&t they should 
he cut into shapes or “  blanks.” The form chiefly current at 
the period of the introduction o f theee envelopes was similar to 
that of the “  Mulready,” the blanks being cut in a plain lozenge 
shape, the angle flaps when turned down meeting nearly in в 
point, and leaving the overlapping margins very narrow. The 
cutting o f the blanks was done by Mesare. De La Rue and Са 
on their premises, the “ Dickinson” paper being banded to them

* What might he the reason for using these dated dies for Postage 
Envelopes we are unable to stete. A  date die impressed on a document is 
quite a different thing. . , f  (XdLch^Aa I

1 /. i ř t .  ■'
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r  2  tâ  (S b . W . W  ß j-^ - Л ^ ’ * &  ' ft- by .

fisc* 4ал*04 <*tr*stsiK b  & 1&  •

^ U , f o u f o u .  Щ и
1
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Page 177, after lint IS from top. At some period which it is impossible 

accurately to determine, except that it occurred some time between the issue 
of the twopennv envelope in April, 1841, and that of the smallest size of the 
one penny envelope in June or July of the same year, a slight modification 
was made in the form of the blanks. The extremity of the right side Hap 
was truncated or cut off perpendicularly to facilitate the operation of gum
ming down the lower flap on to the two side ones, which at that period were 
only gummed at the point of junction. W e have been unable to find any 
specimen of the smalta« size of the one penny envelope^so truncated even 
among those which w d re  issued marked “  s p e c i m e n ,”  апд therefore conclude, 
not only from this circumstance, but from the examination of a considerable 
number of used specimens of the two larger sizes, that this modification in 
the shape took place about May, 1841. '

A further alteration was also made a short time subsequently to the one 
above noted. A t first the blanks of the embossed envelopes were cut from 
sheets, in which we find much more regularity in the disposition of the lines 
of silk threads than was subsequently observed. The threads, composed of 
one Ына between two a d , traversed the sheet at regular intervals of about 
six inches, and by cutting the blanks in such a manner that the lines of silk 
threads crossed one of the end flaps at right angles to one of the sides of the 
diamond-shaped blank, the other end Hap in the larger-sized envelopes was 
traversed by the next set of threads. Tne consequence of this mode of cut
ting the blanks was that at times the threads, as m the Mulready envelopes, 
which were cut in the same way, did not appear on the face, or only just at 
one comer. A change was subsequently made in cutting the blanks from the 
sheets, whereby the silk threads ran parallel to that side of the blank which, 
when it was doubled to form the envelope, showed the lines of silk thread 
crossing diagonally the comer where the stamp was intended to be struck. 
We have examined several specimens of the one penny and two penny en
velopes with truncated side nape, and with the suk lines running at right 
angles to the side of the blank, but they seem to be so intermingled with 
those where the blanks were cut with the lines parallel to one of the sides, 
that we are unable to fix any positive date as to when the change was made, 
but it probably occurred ihrrnt tfit r~J 1841.

я

Page £4, Une 9 from the top. “  Sovtruncated ” is a mistake for “  otherwise 
Ihan so truncated,” as is evident from the context.

Same page, line 17 from top. F o ? "  The threads, composed of one blue 
between two red,” Ac., read “  The threads, composed of one pink between 

'two blue," Ac. We have found specimens in which the set of threads is 
composed of one blue between two red, as in the paper for the Mulready 
envelopes, pointing to the supposition that some of that paper may have 
been employed ; but such specimens are rare. The date given at the end of 
the pangraph as the probable one when the change was made in the mode 
of cutting die blanks, instead of being the end of 1841, should be “ prior to 
the 1st July, 1841.”

With respect to the paper brought into use when the blanks were cut with 
the threads running parallel to one of the edges, the specimens show that 
the threads were ordinarily two in number, of which one was blue and the 
other what was probably originally light pink, but is now almost white. 
There are frequently traces of other threads, like water-lines, running 
parallel with these threads, and occasionally broken threads ; but thia 
paper, employed down to 1856, does not appear to have been made with 
the same care and accuracy as was shown in the earlier period, when the 
three threads were inserted. Instances are also found where there are three 
red threads, and others where there are two blue ones, pointing to the 
supposition that some of the paper prepared for the Mulready covers may 
alão have been used for these envelopes. '  '
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for that purpose. The sheets were hrst of all nulled by passing 
them over rollers to make the outside smooth and glossy, the 
name were then cut by a machine into strips o f the proper 
breadth, which were again cut obliquely, so as to form lozenges.
Another machine cut out the angular points of folding. The 
blanks were then sent to Somerset House to receive the embossed 
stamp, and returned to Messrs. De La Rue and Co. to be folded 
and made up. й /£ƒ>< g j eru M

Ifocfe. -Twe-sizes were at first issued ; vtz^ f
1. The large size, measuring by 3 f inches, or 133 by 86 ^

millimètres. c f a  fr i*  i~]
2. The amaller size, measuring 4 *b y  2w inches, or 1ÍÓ Ъу Н . 

millimètres.
In July, 1841, another size was added—-
3. The smallest size, measuring 4 by 2£ inches, or ДО* by 6$If.

millimètres. hfcfc-loi.
These were the normal sizes, but many variations are found, ra^ u *

due to thqirregularity in the folding, which, up to the year 1846, /to %J 0 . ^  f  
was done entirely by hand. Thus we find the second size varying n Z 3/^ ) 

■Ŵ fiom 2 to 3 millimètres, more or less, in length and breadth, and J
.. the other sizes 1 millimètre, more or less, in length and breadth,

1 bom the normal sizes. ■ -
As early as the year 1840 Mr. Edwin Hill constructed a model 

of & machine for folding envelopes, an invention for which he 
took out a patent. In carrying out the details he was assisted 
by the advice of Mr. Warren De La Rue, who ultimately pur
chased the patent, and the first machines were set to work on 
the premises o f Messrs. De La Rue and Co. about the year 1846.
By these machines the blanks were folded into envelopes o f the 
several dimensions, all o f an uniform size, at the rate of 2,000 
per hour. They were afterwards gummed by hand, and made 
aP into packets o f twenty-four, after which they were returned 
to Somerset House. They were sold by the Post-office at the 
»te of 2s. 3<L per packet, or at l jd . by single envelope.

Further and important improvements were made by Mr.
Warren De La Rue in the envelope folding machine, which

i

д а  f  « «
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gradually led up to the perfecting of it, as exhibited by him 
at the Great Exhibition of 1851. Placed in the nave of the 
building, it jra s always surrounded by a crowd o f visitors in
terested щ  watching the ease and rapidity with which it 
went through its automatic performances. The blanks being 
supplied to the folding machine, were carried by it, one at & 
time, into a box where a plunger made four creases in it ; two 
short levers then folded down the two end flaps thus made ; a 
gumming apparatus then came up administering a line of wet 
gum to each flap edge, two other levers folded down the other 
two flaps, but only fastening one of them, and finally the enve
lope was drawn asideJby mechanical fingers armed with caout
chouc to make way for another. The whole operation of the 
folding was completed in one second, thus enabling the machine 
to turn out 3,600 envelopes per hour, all folded with mechanical 
exactitude, and securely gummed.

1852 to 1873.— The form o f the blanks used in the new fold
ing machine, which not only folded them, but gummed the 
lower and two side flaps together, differed from the lozenge
shaped blanks hitherto used. The side flaps were cut higher, 
and shaped, and the upper flap was lengthened and made tongue
shaped. This alteration in the form was now carried out in the 
blanks prepared for the Inland Revenue Department, but the 
sizes originally adopted were substantially adhered to. The 
upper flap was also gummod, and a circular device, consisting of 
the national heraldic emblems in white relief on a pink ground 
o f a similar shade of colour to that o f the postage stamp, was 
embossed upon it.*

• The gumming of the upper flap, and the impression of the device 
upon it, so long as it continued to be affixed, was done by Messrs. De La 
Rue and Co. previously to the blanks being sent to Somerset House t» be 
stamped with the embossed postage stamp. Before being forwarded to 
Somerset House for this purpose they were sorted over under the inspection 
of an officer of the Inland Revenue Department, and any that were im
perfect or soiled were rigidly rejected and thrown aaide. So long **
“  Dickinson ” paper was employed these rejected blanks were destroyed, but 
when ordinary paper was substituted, those which had a device embossed
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LETTER AND POST CARDS. X,L  ,£ >  
The POSTMASTER GENERAL, in «jurer to Mr. 

Hlnnie.ee Heaton, said the price of the new letter 
cards was 12s. 4d. per 1000, which amounted to 
6161,13s. td. per million. There waa a prospect that 
lower terms might shortly be arranged. The dimen
sions of the inland post card had been the same from 
the time of its introduction in 1870, and might be con
sidered to afford a reasonable amount of space for a 
written communication at half the ordinary rate of 
letter postage. The inland cards in use abroad were of 
somewhat larger size. The new card for transmission 
abroad, which had just come into use in this country, 
Was of a size midway between the card it replaced and 
the inland mrd.
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lished in 
numbers

OUR P H IL A T E L IC  N E W S-L E T T E R .

the early part of the year 1879, this 
Circular published some remarks on the 
microscopic figures on the then current 
stamps, and first publicly directed the 
attention of philatelists to them. The 
subject was fully gone into in the Postage 
and Telegraph üt amps of Great Britain, 
by Messrs. Philbrick and Westoby, pub- 

1881, and now the presence of the small 
on the dies of the envelopes has been 

examined in the Jubilee Catalogue of the Stamps of 
the United Kingdom by Mr. Westoby, which has just 
been published. We are all awaie that there are two 
dies or types of the head on the one penny envelopes, 
the first o f which lasted from 1841 to about 1865, in 
which the head of the Queen has a wavy curl at the 
back, and in the second this is more bushy. Mr. 
Westoby has given the index numbers of the dies 
employed in the latter of these types, but not those 
made use o f in the first. In the following letter he 
explains all that is known or is likely to be known 
with regard to these, and we therefore publish it for 
the benefit of those who may be interested in the 
study of them.

“  T o the Editor of Alfred Smith & Co.’s Monthly 
Circular.

Dear 8 k —W ill you kindly allow me to explain the 
reasons why in my Jubilee Catalogue of the Stamps of 
the United Kingdom, I did not particularise the

1
l  i

Ti

able number is therefore probably 44.ft Thine 
numbered 54 -tö 66 were registered 1 4 .9.43, I 
more 67 to 79. on 5.9.46, and 12 wore, 80 tol 
3.5 50. When the dates on the dies were intrf 
for the issue of September 1855, five of this lasti 
were drilled lor date plugs and were re-registetq 
55 (after the use of dated stamps began) u 
numbers are indecipherable. From envelop 
ever, which either 1 or Mr. Philbrick have 
numbers appear to have been 86, 87, 88,90 
The next batch consisted of six dies numbered! 
46, ico, 101 and 103, and these were registereul 
55. I have a note ot having seen an envelope <1 
laid paper with tongue-shaped flap and seal, witbl 
dated 10.1.60 from die 102, showing a cucki 
die. but either this die was not registered, or a* 
has been made in the figures by myself or in t*1 
of those registered at Somerset House. 1
115 with the exception oi 107 were registered.





working dies of Die I. in the same manner as I did 
those of Die II. My principal reason is, that it was 
impossible to do it in a satisfactory manner, and there
fore I did not attempt it. Still, as it may be of ser
vice to know how the difficulty arises, I am constrained 
to offer what I have learnt through the kindness of 
the 1 authorities ’ and especially from notes given to 
me by the President o f the Philatelic Society.

The last of the working dies of Die I. as stated in 
the catalogue, bears the index number of 115, while 
the first working die of Die II. was registered in 
August, J864. W e have therefore to deal with 115 
numbers extending over a period of about 24 years.

In registering the dies of envelopes, an impression 
from each die to be registered is struck on a sheet of 
paper on which the imprimatur of the Commissioners 
is written in the form set forth in the Postage and 
Telegraph stamps of Great Britain, page 95, and it 
is now very difficult and in some cases, one might say, 
impossible to decipher the index numbers on these 
impressions. From internal evidence also, it appears 
to be very doubtful whether in the early days of the 
striking, the dres were always registered before the 
striking from them began. The mode of stamping 
originally adopted was by a heavy weight falling on 
the die, which was found to be not only very noisy, 

'but very destructive of the dies and it appears probable 
that during the first two years many dies either gave 
way at once or were discarded before registration. On 
any other hypotheses it appears difficult to account for 
the irregularities in the numbers.

I
 Dies 1, 2, and 3 were registered 20.1.41, and die 4 
on 27.1.41. The registration of no other dies during 
1841 is to be found ; but on 18.1.42 twelve dies were 
registered consisting of 11 to 14, 21 and 23, 31 and 34, i 
43401 and one other, the number of which is inde
cipherable, but as Mr. Philbrick has found an impres
sion from die 44 on a half sheet of“ Dickinson”  paper the 
issue of which dates from March 1844, the indecipher-

‘ţ |i h j M Íkvcu /]) Л 4. . ; .





md this last completed Die 1. between 20.1.41 
and 13 5.62 it appears therefore that out of 115 
numbers 71 only were legistered, and out of 53 
numbers between 20.1.41 and 14.9.43, only 16 are

İ accounted for.
I do not know what the experience o f my fellow 

philatehjts who have pa.d- any attention to the 
numbers on the dies may be. but with the exception of 
impressions from dies 1 to 4, any from dies under 54 
are vity rarely to be mtt with. fco far as I can 
ascertain it was in 1843 that Mr. Edwin Hill began to 
get the new machines on the fly aud screw principle 
to work, and if one might venture on the dangerous 
ground o f theory it is not improbable that the dies 
made for stamping by a falling weight were not adapted 
for the new machines and weie consequently discarded. 
The finding of an in pression from die 44 on a half 
sheet o f “  Dickinson ” paper stamped in 1844 does not 
militate against this theoiy, as the machines were not 
probably all changed at that time.

Unfortunately, unused specimens of envelopes o f the 
early period are rare and the soft “ Dickinson”  paper is 
not well adapted to show up the numbers, while 
envelopes of 1841 and 1842 are ordinarily obliterated 
with the Maltese-cross mark, and this most frequently 
falls inconveniently just over the numbers on the die.

I am, yours &c,
W . A. S. W estoby. 

Folkestone, ist January, 1891.”

H e w  3øøueø.
A R G E N T IN E  R E P U B L IC .

The definitive stamp of  ̂ centavo has been issued







The seal devite used for tifo two larger sizes mew 
. that used for the small size, 12 mm. Working dies op to 
j'have been in use up to September, 1855, as specimens are 
e use of this die both in this issue and the next ; but little 
dence can be placed on the numbers on the undated dies as 
it a die was in use at a particular date. Many dies were not 
others remained in use as long as they were fit for service, 

ţ|ieii repaired or broken up. When required for service, they 
tut indiscriminately. For these reasons it was considered that 
rve no useful purpose to give the dates when the several dies 
penny were registered. It may be remarked that the stamping 
1 done by striking, and the destruction of the dies was much 
in these machines than in those subsequently constructed 
irection of Mr. Edwin Hill.
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The device impressed on the flap was in two sizes; the 
smaller size, measuring 12 mm. in diameter, was applied to the 
envelopes o f the smallest size; while the larger, 
measuring 15 mm. in diameter, was used for those 
of the two larger sizes. Of this latter, two dies, 
or rather two states of the die, may be noticed 
varying in this respect; viz,, that there is ordinarily 
an external line o f colour nearly a millimètre wide surrounding 
the seal, while in some instances this external line is wanting, 
so that the seal is smaller. •

For the benefit o f those who still adhered to the use o f wax, 
or preferred to have their own device impressed upon the flap, 
some envelopes were issued ungummed and without the official 
flap device. W e only know of specimens of the two smaller 
sizes, some of which are found with crests or other devices 
embossed on the flap; hut these flap seals are unofficial, and 
constitute no real varieties. Specimens also are found in 
which the official device is in white relief without any colour ; 
this is owing to the same cause as when the embossed stamp 
itself is in white relief ; viz., by two being accidentally brought 
at the same time under the die charged with colour, the upper. 
one only receiving the colour.

In the year 1860 an envelope o f a new size, manufactured of 
white laid paper, measuring 5J x 3 inches, or 133 x 76 mm., was 
added to the three then in use.

1873. At the commencement of the year 1873 the form of 
the envelopes underwent a change. The side flaps were made
°n the flap were defaced by punching a hole through the centre, and 
»'ere left on the contractor's hands, who from time to time, as the stock 
accumulated, made them up into envelopes, and sold them at a cheap rate. 
Hie fact is mentioned, as we are aware that some collectors attach a cer
tain importance to these envelopes under the idea that they have some 
postal significance, but in reality they are nothing but rejected blanks. 
After the return of the blanks from Somerset House stamped, they were 
folded by the machines, and made up into packets of 24 in each, as 
previously mentioned. In practice they are then either returned to Somer
set House to be put into stock, or are issued direct to the Postmasters on a 
»arrant from the Inland Revenue Department.

N 2
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still higher, and the upper flap cut straight to a point ; but the 
device impressed on it was still retained. The smallest sized, 
(4 x Щ  inches), was discontinued ; but in the month of April, 
1873, a new size, ordinarily called the “  square size,’)/meãiúrmg 

inches or 120 x 9S/*him., was added, made of white 
laid paper of a superior quality, thick and highly glazed. The 
price of the three other sizes was reduced to 2s. 2d. per packet 
o f twenty-four, and that of the square-sized fixed at 2a 3d. per 
packet, which was subsequently raised to 2s. 4d.

• 1874 to 1878. A t the close of the year 1874 the large-sized 
envelope of 5J x 3 f inches, on azure wove paper, underwent a 
trifling modification in shape.* The upper flap instead of being 
cut to a point was rounded off, and has ever since continued to 
be made in this shape ; but no change was made in the other 
three sizes.

A

1878 et seq.— A t the close o f the year 1878 the device of 
the national emblems on the upper flap of the envelope ceased 
to be affixed, and all envelopes have since been issued without 
any device whatever stamped on the flap. The sizes now in use 
are distinguished by the Post-office as follows : —

A. Size measuring 4J x 3ţ-£ inches or 120 x 93 mm. Jf“ »
B. 11 • Ц  * 4 11 133 x 85 m m /
c . 11 5*x  3 11 133 x 76 mm.
D. 9İ 4| x Ц 11 120 x 69 mm. i

the A  size being on thick white laid paper, the В size on azure 
wove, and the C and D sizes on medium white laid paper. <*.

I mpression.— The stamping o f the blanks at Somerset Houee 
was at first performed by ordinary colour-embossing presses 
driven by steam power, the-invention o f Sir William Congreve, 
and improved under the direction o f Mr. Edwin ffilL As the 
blow was given by a falling weight, these presses were found 
not only to knock the dies to pieces very speedily, hnt- to

* We have seen a specimen of this envelope on azure wove paper, with 
pointed upper flap and without the flap device, the stamp on which u 
dated in 1874 ; but the absence of the flap device is doubtless the result 
of an accidental omission on the part of the contractors.
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still higher, and the upper flap cut straight to a point ; hut the 
device impressed on it was still retained. The smallest 
( 4 x 2 $  inches), was discontinned ; but in the month of April, * 
1873, a new size, ordinarily called the “  square sùe,’)rmeàsuriiig ^  
4Şx Щ  inches or 120 x 93^fcm., was added, made of white 
laid paper of a superior quality, thick and highly glazed. The 
price of the three other sizes was reduced to 2e. 2d. per packet 
of twenty-four, and that of the square-sized fixed at 2& 3d. per 
packet, which was subsequently raised to 2a 4d.

* 1874 to 1878. A t the close of the year 1874 the largosized 
envelope of .6$ x 3 f  inches, on azure wove paper, underwent a 
trifling modification in shape.* The upper flap instead of being 
eut to a point was rounded of£ and has ever since continued to 
be made in this shape ; but no change was made in the other 
throe sizes. '

1878 et teq.—A t the close of the year 1878 the device of
the national emblems on the upper flap of the envelope ceased 
to ha affixed, and all envelopes have since been issued without 
any device whatever stamped on the flap. The sixes now in use 
are di^jngmabwl by the Post-office as follows : —
. A. 8iro measuring 4 fx  3$$ inches or 120 x 93 mm.

B. „  . -В Ъ З »  „  1 3 3 x 86 m u '
C. n 3$ x S „  13 3  x 76 mm.

, 1 1  „  Ц * Ц  „  1 Î0  x 69 mm. £ f t
the ▲  ш  being on thick white laid paper, tise В  rise an акте 
wove, and the C and D rises on medium white hid paper. •* 

Tei ■unis—The stamping of tihe blanks at Borneront Horoe 
was at fiiét performed by ordinary colonremboaring prsna 
driven by steam poron, the-invention of S r  William Congreve, 
and improved ondar the direction of Mr. Edwin НШ. As tbs 
blow was given by a frffing weight, than perone were found 
not rody to knock the dies to piana very speedily, but- to

p ito si appsr Isp rot wtthrot tbs tbs stamp saw k x**
ia to  ia W t  ; bat tbs shams* «f tbs fisp devies is doabtism tbs rsott
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Page İSİ, n. The emali eet-sized envelope is also found with “ spamaan ” 
stamped upon it in red similar to the other two sizes, but with the truncated 
side nap. ,
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produce such a deafening noise that Mr. Edwin Hill, with the 
Meistänee of Mr. Ormond №11, devised the machines with 
which the work was subsequently carried on, and which were 
constructed on the " fly  and screw” principle. By these 
machines the embossing in colour is most ingeniously and 
rapidly effected by a series of automatic operations, each 
machine as at present constructed being capable of turning out 
more than 20,000 impressions in an ordinary official day of six 
honra

The colour of the impression was pink, which from the first 
has varied but little except in depth of shade. Occasionally 
copies are found where the pink is of a yellowish tone, while 
others are found of a very bright pink. Specimens are also 
found where the stamp is embossed without colour, but these 
are simply due to an oversight on the part of the boy whose 
duty it is to "fim  out” the blanks for the stamping machine, 
two blanks having been accidentally brought under the die 
together, the upper one of course only receiving the colour. 
These are not varieties properly speaking, but simple errors in 
the manufacture, and as such are generally put aside and care
fully destroyed, though at times* they escape notice and have 
passed through the post Hence they have been chronicled is  
some catalogues as varieties.

SYNOPSI8,
I.

D ie I. Envelopes of “  Dickinson ” paper with various threads, 
cream-coloured. Pointed flaps ; upper flap not gummed. One 
penny, pink (shades).*

* Copi» of the two larger aizea of these envelopes an occasionally met 
with surcharged on the face with specimen in large Boman capitals in red 
extending 52 mm. in length, which were issued to poetmasteгв as standards 
for comparison, and to inform them of the issne. The copies of the smaller 
«ia, 4J x 2| inches, are usually stamped with the die bearing the index 
Dumber 1, while those of the larger size, 5$ x 3g inches, are stamped with 
the die number 4. One rather remarkable variation of this latter, measur- )  
iug ISS x 82 mm., has come under our notice. '
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■

29th January, 1841. .Two sizes :—
1. 4|x2J inches or 120 x 69 mm., varying from 116 x 68 to 120 x 70. /
2. 61x8$ inches or 138x 85 mm., varying from 132 x 87 to 134 x 88.
July 1841.
8. 4x2$ inches or 101 x 64 mm., varying from 103 x 65 to 100 x 62. «

II.
D n  L— Envelopes of “  Dickinson-’' paper with, various threads, 

cream-coloured. Tongue-shaped upper flaps, gummed, and with 
seal device. One penny, pink, varying from full to pale.

18Д1 1852. Three sizes :
i g s n . . 1 . 4 x 2 $  inches. v

I 2. 4 fx 2 £  f,
8. 5$x3g ,,

VARIETIES.

(a) The same, hut without seal device on upper flap, gummed 
and ynguxumed. Two sizes :

^ 1. 4 x 2$ inches. /  *  i  - ■ '  "
2. 4$ x 2 } „

(b) The same, “  Dickinson* paper, whiter, upper flap with seal 
device.

1 . April and May, I860.  ̂ ^  <jTV.fi» J r U . f - b o
Die dated. One size: -1— — x/  i

4x2$  inches. ^  /  ' '  '

III.
Dia L— Envelopes of plain paper. Tongue-ehaped upper 

flaps, gummed, and with seal device on flap. Die dated. One 
penny, pink (shades).

(a) O f cream (nearly white) laid paper.
September, 1855. Two sizes :

1. 4 x 2$ inches. v  .
2. 4 fx 2 *  „  /

(b) Of »rimilsr paper.
^ 1 8 6 0 . One size: 3. 4xa in ch ^  /

(e) Qf azure wove paper.
September, 1855. One size :

H -t-h

4. 6$x8g inches. \T

*/ б и / ÍVWt«-íťfe. <rvL- \y\tfo. f l f o b  ŽJVJ f i ø j i

* Ib< (* ofia. wV* fÜİL,



5 should be substituted in page 24 for I and la , and for 16 and

I.
gurelopee of cream-coloured “  Dickinson ” paper, with threads 

-ţor both of the side flaps diagonally. Pointed flaps ; upper flap 
One penny, pink (shades).

29th January, 1841. Two sizes, 
a j  inches, or 120 x 69 mm., varying from 116 to 129 x 6 8  to 70 mm.

' 5j ,J| inches, or 133 x 8 6  mm., varying from 132 to 134 x 85 to 87 mm.

la .
Dal Envelopes of cream-coloured “ Dickinson” paper, with threads 

-«o r  both of the side flaps diagonally. Pointed flaps, except the 
_j) sc the right, which is truncated ; upper flap not gummed. One 
, pit (shades). . “

(Ц M ayı 1841.
1. 4 j  x 2| inches, varying as above
2. x 3jj inches, varying as above

16.
DnL Envelopes of cream-coloured “ Dickinson” paper, with threads 

- - prallel to one of the sides of the blank. Pointed flaps, except the 
щ to the right, which is truncated ; upper flap not gummed. One 
,pk (shades). лг

/9  43). June, 1841.
1. 4 f  x 2 f  inches, varying as above.
2. 5$ x 3J inches, varying as above.

July, 1841.
1 inches, or 101 x 64 mm., varying from 100 to 103 x 62 to 66  mm.
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The following should be substituted for No. 
181 and 182 :

I. í

1. o f the “  Synopsis,”  pagas ' f

*«. dL f, (ry Cl
D ie I. Envelopes of “  Dickinsc i,”  creaui-coloured paper, with one blue 

between two red threads crossing me or both of the side naps diagonally. 
Pointed daps ; upper dap not gutun ed. One penny, pink (shades).

29th January 1841. Two sizes.
1. 4J x 2Ï incites, or 120 x 69 m l., varying from 116 x 68 to 120 x 70.
2. 5 } x 3§ inches, or 133 x 85 m iţ., varying from Ш  x 87 to 134x 88.

1
D ie I. Envelopes of “  Dickinson ” cream-coloured paper, with one blue 

between two red threads crossing oi e or both of the side daps diagonally. 
Pointed daps except the side dap t( the right, which is truncated ; upper 
Bap not gummed. One penny, pink shades).

(?) May, 184 L. Two sizes.
1. 4 } x 2J inches, or 120 x 69 mm , varying from 116 x 68 to 120 x 70.
2. 5 j x 3jj inches, or 133 x 86 mm , varying from 132 x 87 to 134 x 88.

Julyfl841.
3. 4 x 2 } incites, or 101 x G4 mm., varying from 103 x 65 to 100 x 62.

Ж

УУу *

AU*.

( « i .  tv.

Die I. Envelopes of “ Dickinson 
threads running parallel to the edge ( 
upper dap not gummed. One penny,

(?) End of 184
1. 4 x 2 } inches,
2. 4 f x 2 { „
3. 4 * 3 |  „

1
cream-coloured paper, with various 

one of the side daps. Pointed flaps ; 
pink (shades).

Three sizes.
r ary ing as before.

In IL , Varieties (a), substitute :
Page 182. After line 3 from top in sert-

la .
Die I. Envelopes of “ Dickinson”  paper, with various threads, cream-

coloured. Pointed flaps except the right sídé dap, which is truncated ; upper 
dap not gummed. One penny, pink (shades).

(?) May, 1841. Two sizes.
1. 4J x2| inches, or 120x69 mm., varying from 116 x 68 to 120 x 70.
2. 5}x3|j inches, or 133 x 86 mm., varying from 132 x 87 to 134 x 88.

July, 1841.
3. 4 x 2 } inches, or 101 x 64 nun., varying from 103 x 66 to 100 x 62.

Same page, in II., V arieties, read :
(a) The same, but without seal device on upper flap ; gummed and un

gummed. '
1. 4 x2 } inches.
2. 4 jx 2 f  „
3. 6 } x 3| „

1 д ■ ‘\

J .

_
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Pagre 183. Under V. oí the Synopsis it is stated that the issue on white 
laid paper was nude in March, 1873. Specimens of these envelopes have 
been shown to us, the stamp on which is dated in the previous month of 
February. The date given by us is that of the issue, not of the stamping, 
which must necessarily have preceded that of the issue to the public. The 
same observation applies to the date of the issue mentioned under VI., 
p. 184, as having taken place in November, 1878. Envelopes have been 
shown to us in which the stamp is dated in the months of August and Sep
tember preceding ; and it is said that a copy has been found of one dated in 
May, 1876. This latter, however, no doubt belongs to V., the seal device 
having been accidentally omitted, as in the case of the copy on azure wove 
paper mentioned under that heading.



ENVELOPES AND PAPER WITH EMBOSSED STAMPS. 1 8 3

IV.

Die П .— Envelopes o f plain paper; tongue-shaped upper
flap, gummed, and with seal device on flap. Die dated. One 
penny, pink (shades).

(a) Of white laid paper.
July, 1866. Three sizes :

1. 4 x 24 inches. /
2. 4 fx 2 f „  z '
3. 54x3 „  j

(b) Of azure wove paper.
July, 1866. One size :

4. 54x3* inches. r

N o t e .— Die 150 has been met with showing a flaw in the 
outer margin just above the forehead of the Queen.

V.

Die II .— Envelopes of plain paper ; straight-out upper flaps, 
gummed, and with seal device on flap. Die dated. One penny, 
pink (shades). '

(a) Of white laid paper.
March, 1873. Two sizes :

1. 4j  x 2J inches. ^
2. 64x8 „  у

(b) Of thick white laid paper, (^<ралА 
Y April, 1873. One size:

3. 4 f x 844 inches. v 

(e) Of azure wove paper.
March, 1873. One size : .

4. 54 x 8 f inches, sí 

VARIETY. (ACCIDENTAL.)

/ Of azure wove paper, September, 1874. No seal device on flap.
54 x SJ- inches.

[d) Of azure wove paper, end o f 1874. Upper flap rounded.
5. 54 x 3 f inches, y
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VI.

D ie IL — Envelopes of plain paper ; straight-cut upper flaps, 
gummed, but without seal device on flap. Die dated. One 
penny, pink (shades).

(a) O f white laid paper.
Sej» h November, 1878. Two sizes :

„ i i « ,  1. 4? x 25 inches, y
2 . 4 * 3 *  „  /

(b) O f thick white laid paper, cT q ил/u. «A «ya.
8. 4 f x 3H  inches. /

(c) O f azure wove paper, upper flap rounded.
4. Щ x 31 inches. ✓

*T)oJç_cï- ■. (%%/• lu ***? у c4o-
i** л*» cU jiíé

(f JS

2 . T h e  T w o p e n c e .

Ли, QdcÙuAoLa,
л а й

л Ща <*Ь'су

cti ífivue/UU Но

Date of Issue, April, 1841. 't

D e s i g n .— There is hut one die for this value from which the 
several working dies have been constructed. The design is 

similar to that of the one penny, being of 
the same size and differing only in detaila 
The head of the Queen is furnished with a 
pendent curl of a similar form, but the 
frame ie varied. The inscription p o sta g e  

t w o  p e n c e  instead o f being over the head 
of the Queen, as in the one penny, is below. 

The initials w. w. on the base of the bust, with a full stop alter 
each letter, are sunk, but the numeral denoting the number of 
the working die which precedes them is in relief. 1 /<"** 'u ť

*Thedïe, like Ihat o f tíie%ne penny, was the joint work of 
Mr. W yon and Mr. Deacon.

P a p e r — “ Dickinson” paper was employed, exactly similar 
to that made use of in the first issue o f the one penny, and the 
observations made as to variation in its colour apply equally to 
this.

F orm.— T he envelope was cut in  the same form  as the large



*SD XNVBL0PE6.
İT ANDAKİ}.EDITOR OF THH ST ____

Д1Г_.ч dma ago I wrote to the Postmaster 
TL» suggested thp advisability of issuing » 
luikMinv « m b m a a d  ênvalom ittmn forJr- 1___,  emboseed envelope «temp __
potage, the envelope to be of good tough 
mg. and shaped so u  to allow the ordinary 

note-paper to be folded over in three. I
------ --»л »  »eply that these i

' give 
had

y .y .ia in d  a reply that these envelopes will 
ka iwued, and public notice given aa soon as 

^ jia  ready. At the same time I bad also asked for 
tetaabasmd penny envelope stamp for ordinary

■ e ------ — м а я ^ 1 в  l i i r a  t í i A ------ ---------- -------------------------- 1 ______ 1stance, exactly like the peony pink embossed 
stamp, with the simple substitution of a black 

nfcr a pink one» the name die being used, 
reply is, that the Postmaster General does not 

•Utter* would be any great demand for suchaa - * - . _ л.    a. ? a _   .. tН Щ Р Н *  w w w e w  « w  — ^  “
yd qrĝ ng1 other trifling 
I have given convincing n 

UKtenarem England tens of thoosandsof people 
,ta object to the hideous black-bordered envelopes 
atte «tatom has renderad necessary to those who 
taw the misfortune to be in mourning, and I tbinV it 
aatal be a great boon to those people if they could 
wt end to the nearest Poet Office end purchase a few 
fit* imposed envelopes with Ыаск-bordered penny 

itams, for use while their mourning lasta.
Beef most anxious to ascertain whether there would 

tatti Utisk, a demand for these stamps, I shall be 
«Mody obliged if you will find a oorner in The Stan- 
iai fc* this letter, and then, no donbt, if publia 
«сама (peaks cut in their favour, the Postmaster 
Omni will agree to give them to us.

I am. Sir, your obedient servant,
ANDREW A. W. DREW.

Kiatbohn’s Vicarage, Peokham-iye, February 6*

1fOUSNINQ ÈNVELOPES.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE STANDARD. 
a-Yocr Correspondent this morning (Hr. Drew) 

■bem expending bis energies on getting us s two- 
met btaf-petmy stamped envelope, end not satisfied 
*tt tbit glorious achievement wants also a penny 
“seaming” envelope This latter, though a novel 
tes, a, I think, hopeless, and I quite agree with the

exliathoritios that there would be but little demand 
it Betides, it would not even do what Mr, Draw 
■ppm, viz., get rid of the “ hideous black-bordered 

■relopts," which he dislikes so much, for these would
HU be used for notes sent by hand.

1 mts, tome two vas» ago, to tbs Post Office, sug- 
Rringtbit embossed labels should be issued torfasten-
hf to partais destined for the Parcels Post, but was 
■team, ute Mr. Draw, that thege would be no de
nudi« them. Now I venture to think that these 
sbtb would be of mora use than Mr. Drew’* envelopes, 
■d would meet with a more favourable reception at 
Ito biadi of the public, who would not object to pay 
*  trim halfpenny for the convenience if the Poat- 
Bst-wQtnsM findi himself unable to supply them at 
7*1*1» n]ue of tbe stamp. A great deal, of course, 
tapmds on the quality of the material from which the 

*» manufactured—a good quality of stout 
•mjUsteould answer all purpose*. T
nrtopa Mr. Drew may like to take this idea op ; if 

J*very welcome tő it. I certainly think it ha* 
te* «ance of aueoeaa than his mourning envelopes.

I am, Bir, your obedient servant,
W. CALDEE MARSHALL, Jon."teaiye, /Şifi .
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Page 184. Add to Synopsis :
VARKIES. ťí'W tA ~ 7  

Die not numbered. •*■ *  *»ву fcw w  dm* ■
. (a) Of thick white laid paper.

■ 1879. <** to Ому '<Jo.
■ 4? x 3H inches. t

(ft) Of white laid paper.
June, 1881. ЬгГапм ch~

5İ x 3 inches. (The other size, 4 f x 2| inches, probably exists.)
(c) O f azure wove paper.

1881.
5*x3|.

VII.

Л Л

D i e  II. N e w  S e r i e s . Envelopes of plain paper ; straight-cut upper 
flap, gummed, without seal device on flap. Die not dated. One penny’pmk.

(a) Of white laid paper.
1st July, 1881. Two sizes.

1. x2$ inches.
2. 5 } x 3 „

ftfy ÍŰ

(ft) Of thick white laid paper.
3. 4| x 3H  inches.

(c) Of azure wove paper ;  upper flap rounded.
4. 5 ) x 3j) inches.

In the month of January, 1883, Ле envelopes, Size 1 (4J x 2 f inches) and 
Size 4 (54 x 38 inches), ceased to be manufactured, and a new size, termed 
“  Commercial, was issued, measuring 6| x 3$ inches, of thin white laid paper, 

(d) Of thin white laid paper.
1st January, 1883. One size.

6. “  Commercial,”  5| x 34 inches.

V III.
Die II. 
thout se 

penny, pink.

Envelopes of plain paper ; straight-cut upper flaps, gummed, 
without seal device on flap ; undated, and without index number of die. One

(a) Of thick white laid paper.
1. 4 î x 3)4 inches. Size A. i l v « . 

(ft) Of white laid paper.
2. 54 x 3 inches. Size B. fa  

(c) Of thin white laid paper.
3. 5| x 34 inches. Size “  Commercial.’'

• M K i  
_______ ;



Pag» 185, fifth line from top. For “  The envelopes were mede up,” 4c., 
read “  The envelopes were made up in packets of twelve, and sold at 2s. 2d. 
per packet, or singly at 2Jd. each.”

Shortly after the appearance of this issue an alteration was made in the 
shape of the blanks similar to that made in the two sizes then in use of the 
one penny, the flap on the right being made truncated.

Impbussion.— Further examination, especially of specimens issued prior 
to the alteration in the form of the blanks, shows that the primary colour of 
the impression was not dark blue. The early impressions are m a light 
shade, and the darker one was employed subsequently..

Same page, twelfth line from top. For “ In 1865 the dies,”  & c., read 
“ Two dies were constructed, Nos. 1 and 2, which in 1866 were furnished 
with date plugs, and used for stamping paper and envelopes brought in by 
the public to the Stamp Office of the inland Bevenne Department. Other 
dies were subsequently constructed, as the stamping of the early issues of 
the registration envelopes Tendered them necessary. We accordingly find 
No. 5 at the close of 1883.

The following “  synopsis ” should be substituted for that at page 186

I- .
Envelopes of cream-coloured “  Dickinson ” paper, with threads crossing 

the side flaps diagonally. Pointed flaps ; upper flap not gummed. Twopence, 
light blue.

April, 1841. One size.
6J x 3g inches, or 133 x 86 mm., varying from 132 to 134 x 86 to 88 mm.

II.
Envelopes of cream-coloured “ Dickinson”  paper, with threads crossing 

the side flaps diagonally. Pointed flaps, except the side flap to the right, 
which is truncated ; upper flap not gummed. Twopence, light and dark blue.

(?) May, 1841. One size.
6J x 38 inches, or 133 x 85 mm., varying as in No. I.

• III.
Envelopes of cream-coloured "D ickinson” paper, with threads running 

parallel to one of the sides of the blank. Pointed flaps, except that on the 
right side, which is truncated ; upper flap not gummed. Twopence, light 
and dark blue. ‘  '

(?) June, 1841.
5$ x 3 } inches, or 133 x 86 mm., varying as above.

ftctA- П  . *-• f* b u r

. I t p O .  0
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size of the first issue of the one penny, measuring in like 
manner 5ţ x 3 f inches, or 133 x 86 millimètres. Similar varia
tions from the normal size are found as in the one penny, but 
no other size was ever made for sale tp the public. The 
envelopes were made up in packets o f fnw, and sold at

I l j i s. f i .  per pæket,^ s in g ly  at 2ţd. each. U . ^
■ " Impression.— The^olour of ’Impression, the impression was blue :

a ligh^Mpäiade, however, w asï»tiS ^ eS tly ”employed^* *
The use of the envelope o f this value appears to have been 

very limited. No issue beyond the first was ever made, and the 
sale of it by the Post-office was only continued so long as the 
stock on hand lasted. In 1855 the dies were furnished with date 
plugs, and employed for stamping paper and envelopes brought 
to the Stamp Office for that purpose by the public.

SYNOPSIS.

Envelopes of “  Dickinson ”  paper with various threads, cream- 
coloured. Hand-made with pointed flaps, upper flap not 
gummed. Twopence, blue, dark and light, disu t 4- 2 . .

April, 1841. One size : -,•/wvjviAAt*, .
51 x 38 inches or 133 x 36 mm., varying from 132 x 88 to 134 x 85.

3. One Pennt Half-sheets.

From a design left by Sir Howland Hill it would appear that 
some idea existed o f supplying the place o f the “  Mulready ” cover 
by\ a -similar half-sheet, which' was most probably intended to 
bear an embossed stamp of one penny. The design in question 
consists of a half-sheet of plain azure laid stout paper, measuring 
8} x 7| inches, on which is marked out a space for the address, 
measuring 5^ x 3 f inches ; above, are three marks in pencil de
noting where the silk threads are to pass, and there are two 
similar marks below the address-space. On this address-space

* Copies surcharged with specimen in red similar to that on the one 
penny fee occasionally met with. • '

{u t*  Poitmaater- 
."* w ed  the following notine :—On and 

1 next emboneed envelope* of the “  A ”
* penny «tamp, will be «old at the fol-

c .
J^UisicCt-, i pricei One "  A ”  envelope, lid . ; 

fevelopea, 21d. ; three “  A ”  envelopea, 
■ “ A ”  envelopes, 4*d. ; íve “  A.”  eire- 

ten “  A ”  eave ôjjet̂  lid . Packet of

%
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3A ,

at the foot is p o s t a g e ,  in  large single-lined letters in pencil, and 
in Sir Rowland Hill's handwriting the following memorandum— 
“ Might, 1 think, be reduced in width to 31 inches. March 
3, 41.”

Nothing appears however to have been done till March, 1844, 
when, in consequence of representations made by many mercan
tile firms and others that a stamped cover or half-sheet of lettet 
paper would he of public utility, the Lords of the Treasury 
ordered an experimental issue to be made. These half-sheets 
were of two kinds the one of cream-coloured, stout, nnylywi 
paper measuring У̂ х 7g m enee/the stamp on which was im-
pressed about 3 }  inches from the left side, and 44* inches horn
the top, measuring to the centre o f the stamp, which wps t̂he  ̂
same as that employed for the envelopes, and the other of azure 

Ufp j  Ujp «им. paper, measuring 94 x 74 inches, the stamp on which was im
pressed about 4 inches from the left side and 24 inches from the
top, measured in a similar manner. The paper in both cases 
was wove “  Dickinson ”  paper/two silk threads, one blue and the 
other ewegerred, at a distance o f from 6 to 8 mm. apart, travers
ing the half-sheet horizontally immediately above or under the 
stamp. The stamp was impressed in such a position that when 
the half-sheet was doubled in the form o f a sheet of note-paper, 
and then folded in three, the stam^ was in the right upper 

^corner; but its position was such that it was impossible to 
use the half-sheet as a cover, and to observe at the same time 
the directions of the Post-office, that the stamp should appear 
in the right upper comer. Occasionally they were used as 
wrappers for newspapers, hat thçy do not appear to have ever 
been extensively employed in any capacity, and the favour they 
met with at the hands o f the public was not each as to induce 
the authorities to make any further issne. Unused copies in 
good condition are seldom to he found, and are o f considerable 
rarity. Copies surcharged “  specimen ”  in red, similar to the 
envelopes already described, are also met with.in some nf the
Ьч-gA ftftllţytiQiiH, bit, t.buy я г а  rara, aatb * «»pmimuni WM pTofr-
ably confined-te some o f the -prin cip a lliffwns only.

P age 186, line 14 from  bottom. For “ st&my n read “ stamp.”
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It would appear that about the end of 18Ő9 or early in 1860 
the idea of making a further issue was mooted, and one or two 
copies were produced in January of ̂  that year, on bluish wove 
“ Dickinson” paper, stamped with a dated die, No. of the 
fint type. These however are extremely rare : the specimen 
kom which we take our description bears the date on the die o f 
17th January, 1860, and is stated by Mr. Pearson H ill to be in 
his opinion “  alm ost unique.”

SYNOPSIS.

March, 1844. Half-sheet o f “ Dickinson” paper with em
bossed envelope stamp o f one penny impressed in pink.

One penny, on cream-coloured paper, 9 x 71 inches.
,, on azure wove peper, x 7 J inches.

January, 1860. Similar to the above, but die dated.
One penny, on azure wove paper, 94 x 74 inches.

L



SECTION IIL

ENVELOPES AND PA PEE W ITH EMBOSSED STAMPS.

STRUCK TO ORDER ON PAPER SENT ÍN  BY THE PUBLIC.

W hen it was determined to abandon the farther use of 
“  Dickinson ”  paper for the stamped envelopes, the admission of 
the public to furnish their own paper to be stamped formed put 
o f the contemplated alteration. Accordingly a clause was intro
duced into the Act 18 and 19 V ic., c. 78, empowering the Com
missioners of Inland Eevenue “ under such regulations as the 
Lords o f the Treasury might from time to time make or sanction 
in thiR behalf, to stamp paper which any person may send to 
the said Commissioners for the purpose of being stamped for 
covers or envelopes of lettere, with stamps provided for denoting 
the several rates of postage, on payment o f the amount of the 
stamps required to be impressed on such paper, and in cases where 
such amount shall not exceed £10, upon payment in addition 
thereto o f such fee as the said Commissioners o f Her Majesty’s 
Treasury may direct or authorize to be taken in such cases”

At the time of the passing of the above-named Act, in 1855, 
the only adhesive stamps current were the Id., 2d., 4d., 6cL, and 
la , embossing dies of all o f which existed except o f the four- 
pence. The Commissioners of Inland Revenue therefore ordered 
an embossing die of this latter value to be prepared. At the 
same time the existing dies o f one penny and twopence were 
fitted with moveable date plugs, as were also those of sixpence and 
one shilling, which had been previously employed for embossing 
the adhesive stamps issued by the Inland Revenue Department 
in 1847 and 1848.
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The following notice to the public was then issued ;

Inland Bevernie, Somerset House, 
Oct. 8th, 1855.

The Board o f Inland Revenue have, in conformity with the 
provisions o f the 4th Section o f the 18 and 19 V iet c. 78, provided 
the necessary apparatus for impressing with Postage Stamps 
paper sent in by the public for covers or envelopes of letters.

Notice is hereby given that the Board are now prepared to 
receive paper to be delivered at the Head Office in Somerset 
House, London, for the purpose of being impressed with stamps 
for denoting the several duties on postage, subject to the follow
ing regulations ; namely,

When the amount of the stamps required by any person 
»hall not exceed £10, a fee of Is. will be charged, in addition to 
the duty, if paper of one size only be sent in ; and if more than 
one size be sent in, then a fee of Is. for each size.

On the warrants hereinafter mentioned no fee will be payable, 
hut the sizes o f the paper will be restricted as follows :

When the amount exceéds £10, and is under £20, paper o f 
one size only will be received. I f  the amount exceeds £20, 
and is under £30, two sizes o f paper only will be received ; 
£30 and under £40, three sizes of paper ; £40 and under £50, 
four sizes o f paper ; and not more than four sizes of paper will 
he allowed to be included in any one warrant, of however high 
an amount.

No folded envelope can be stamped, and therefore paper, 
whether intended for envelopes or for letters, must be sent in 
unfolded, and every distinct form o f envelope or paper must be 
marked so as to indicate the place on which the stamp is to be 
impressed, in order that it may appear in the proper position, 
according to the rules of the Post-office, when the envelope or 
letter is folded and made up.

No coloured paper can be received for stamping, nor any 
paper of such thinness as not to bear the impression o f the dies.

Envelopes provided by this Office, with the proper stamps 
thereto, will be substituted for any of those sent in which may 
he spoilt in the operation o f stamping.

It is to be borne in mind that licensed vendors only are 
authorised to sell postage stampe impressed as above mentioned, 
or any other.

By order o f the Board,
T homas K eogh, S ecreta ry .
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Towards the close o f the year 1855 a small sheet was issued 
by the General Post-office to the Postmasters, on which impi«, 
sions o f the three embossed stamps of fourpence, sixpence, and 
one shilling were struck, each surcharged in black with вреспоя, 
and underneath the stampe was the following legend :

“ Embossed postage stamps to be struck on 
“ PAPER AND ENVELOPES.

“  26th November, 1855."

The dates in the dies show that the stamps were struck on 
these sheets in the early part o f the month of December, 1855.

1 .  T h e  T w o p e n c e .

D e s i g n .— No alteration was made in the die£ which had 
hitherto served for the impression of the envelopes on “  Dickin

son ” paper, except that the date plugs were 
inserted by drilling three holes in the upper 
part of the border. The same die numbered
1, followed by the initials w w. in sunken 
letters, and a full stop after the last w, also 
sunk, continued to be used for some yean, 
until this stamp was called into more active 
use for stamping the provisional issue of

registration envelopes in 1877. ,
I m p r e s s i o n .— This stamp has always been struck in light 

Prussian blue.
Half-sheets of laid letter paper, impressed with this stamp 

bearing the date 1861, are in existence, and probably other 
values exist also, on similar half-sheets. The fact is only men
tioned to show that the Inland Revenue Department were ready 
to affix the embossed stamps either on envelopes or on sheets of 
paper for letters or wrappers.

2. T h e  F o u r p e n c b .

D e s i g n .— This stamp much resembles a coin in it s  general 
appearance. The profile o f the Queen to the left appears in

A к
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fa «  i30. ln tne description ui tne •* design " oí the “  twopence ’’ fór 
'ie  'rani “ dies” in the first line, and in the fifth line read “ The ваше 

numbered 1 and 2, followed by the initials W W. in sunken letters, 
lith i  full stop after the last W .. also sunk, continued to be used for some 
ran, until this stamp was called into more active use for stamping the 
и  raional issue of registration envelopes in 1877. At the end of the year 
!&3 the die No. 5 was in use.”
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Same page. To the description of the “  design ” of “  the sixpence ”  add : 
“  Die No. 2 is the only, one which has been employed for stamping envelopes 
and paper brought in by the public to be a tamped, although die No. 3 was 
registered on the 11th January, 1854.”
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nlief on a solid circular ground o f colour, bounded by a single 
Kne, with a small beaded inner circle. On this ground, in the 

upper part, following the contour of the 
circle, is the inscription p o s t a g e  f o u r  

p e n c e  in block letters embossed in white 
relief ; and in the lower part is a reticu
lated ornamental band, pierced with three 
holes to receive the date pluga. The 
initials w.w. appear on the base of the 
bust with a full stop between them, and 

there are also full stops on each side of the numeral which 
precedes the initials.

The die was prepared by Messrs, De La Rue and Co., who 
designed and executed the framework of the border, and added 
the curl attached to the head, which was that of the die engraved 
by Mr. Wyon. X

Impression.— This value has always been struck in vermilion, 
ordinarily of a full tone of colour, but at times varying to an 
omnge-vermilion of lighter tone.

Dies- Nos. 1 and 2 appear to be the QüIy~onée which have 
, Usa employed up to tho pronont timer.

3 .  T h e  S i x p e n c e .

D esign.—The design of this stamp is the same as was em
ployed for stamping the adhesive embossed stamps. That first 
made use of is numbered 2, and on being 
closely compared with No. 1, employed 
for stamping the adhesives, shows some 
slight points o f difference, especially at 
the base of the bust The insertion of 
the date plugs was effected by drilling three 
holes in the die, one of which is imine- 
<liately below the bust, and the two others 
m the framework on either side.

Impression.— The impression is in violet, which was at first
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of a fall deep tone, but afterwards became lighter, and is non 
nearly mauve.

лл0 4. The One Shilling. ( /. •1

D esign.—This die, like that of the sixpence, is the same as that 
employed for stamping the embossed adhesives o f corres ponding

Ö
* value, and o f which we found Nos. 1 and 2 

to have been used for the purpose. The date 
plugs were inserted in holes made in the solid 
octagonal ground, thus greatly disfiguring the 
general appearance of the stamp. Die No. 3, 
appears to be the first which was used for 
stamping envelopes and paper, though die 

J No. 2 is found used in 1873 for stamping 
telegraph forms. ' "

Impression.— The impression is in green, and has not under
gone any noticeable variations, though, as every collector will 
fully understand, there are light and dark shades to be found of 
this value, as is the case with every colour which has to be 
compounded on each occasion of printing off an order.*

5. T he T hreepence.

Date of Iseue, May, 1859.

The preparation of the embossing die of this value, and the 
issue o f paper stamped with it, preceded the issue of the 
adhesive stamp o f corresponding value by a period of nearly 
three years. It was prepared expressly at the instance of 
commercial firms requiring wrappers for newspapers and printed 
matter despatched to the colonies under the then existing high 
rates o f postage.

* Those difference* in shade, which are only due to accidental variation* 
in the compounding of the colours, without serving to mark any epoch in 
the history of the issue or any change of procese in the printing, have not 
been specially mentioned. The fact is recorded that those who care to 
collect such и varieties ” may be aware of their existence.
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Fagi 19t. In the seventh line of the description of the "design " of 
“ the one shilling” read : “ Die No. 3 was registered on the 8th February, 
1863, and, after having heen fitted with date plugs, was given out to the 
(tampers in 1855, and returned in 1875. Die No. 2 was also in use during 
the same period, and we find it in use in 1873 for stamping telegraph forms. 
Beside* these three dies, eight others have since been constructed and regis
tered at various periods, Nos. 10 and 11 being in use at the end of the 
year 1883.”
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D e s ig n .— The embossed profile of the Queen, to the left, 
appears on a solid trilobed ground o f colour, enclosed in a 
giinilarly shaped border filled with a reticulated pattern, so 
inanged as to show p o s t a g e  on the upper lobe, a n d  t h r e e  

pence on the two lower lobes in 
coloured fancy capitals. At the points 
where the lobes meet, the date plugs 
are inserted. The design doubtless 
served as a model for that o f the 
adhesive stamp subsequently issued, so 
for as the shape is concerned, which 
will be more readily recognized on 
turning the stamp upside down. At the base o f the bust are 
the initials w. w., and the figure 1. in reliefi each being followed 
by a full stop.

The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Eue and Co., who 
added a pendent curl to the head struck from Mr. W yon’s die, 
and designed and executed the framing.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The impression is in deep carmine. Copies sur
charged in black with the word s p e c i m e n  are found with the die 
date of 27th May, 1859. These were issued by the Post Office 
to the various Postmasters on small sheets, on which appears the 
legend:

Embossed postage stamp to be struck on 
“ PAPER AND ENVELOPES.

“  May, 1859." '

From official returns it appears that, np to the 31st March, 
1860, 101,554 copies o f the threepenny embossed stamp were 
«truck, while for the entire year, from the 1st April, 1859, up to 
31et March, 1860, the number o f twopenny embossed stampe 
was only 44,774; o f the fourpenny, 20,143 ; o f the sixpenny, 
2,279 ; and o f the Is., 10,615 ; the number of the threepenny 
in 10 months thus exceeding that o f all the other values during 
a period o f 12 months.

ENVELOPES AND PAPER WITH EHBOS8ED STAMPS. 193

о



6 .  T h e  T h r e e  H a l f p e n c e .

Date of Issue, let October, 1870.

The die for this issue was prepared and specimen copiée 
struck from it in April, I860, when the issue o f an adhesive 
stamp o f similar value was contemplated. As, however, the 
issue of this latter did not take place till 1st October, 1870, 
the embossed stamp was not brought into use until the same
time. _

D e s i g n .— The design hears a cognate resemblance to the 
adhesive stamp o f similar value. The profile of the Queen, to 
the left, is upon a solid curvilinear triangular ground of colour, 
surrounded by a pearled border, and enclosed in a similarly 

shaped frame. On cartouches within this 
frame are the inscriptions; on the upper 
side opposite the apex is t h r e e , on the 
left side p o s t a g e , and on the right side 
h a l f p e n c e ,  the rest of the frame being 
filled in with a reticulated engine-turned 
pattern, in which at each o f the angles 
are inserted the date plugs. The inscrip 

tipne, &c., are embossed in white on a solid ground of colour. 
On the base of the bust are the initiale w w, preceded by the 
figure 1. In №  illustration the engraver hae omitted the 
pearled border.

The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Jïue, who designed 
and executed the framing, and added a pendent curl to the 
head, as struck from Mr. W yon’s die.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The colour selected in 1860 was a rose-pink, 
and when the stamp was issued to the public in 1870 it was 
adhered to ; but in 1874 it was changed to a brown o f a warn 
tone, which is still in use for this valua

R e m a r k s .— This stamp is but rarely seen in use, and does 
not appear to have been applied to much practical purpose 
except as an addition to the stock o f collectors.

Д5 tc* (■ ■ 1- 4- Ä о. 2 ' 1 1 , « « .  {A oAe. .
Mr.u/v-u* m* * i  . 7 *  f  • Y - r/ f i S ^
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Ï  Ев FORb lT T İK  СЛЯОЯ İ.ITD , _
IREIОН L M tn iiS .-—Thè following notice hae heen 
‘ Т by order of the Postmaster-General :—Létter 
_  impressed with a benny postage stamp, and two 

lpě» of snvelopea for foreign letters bearing an ею- 
id postage stamp of the valne o f 2Jd., are now on

____at every post-office. The letter cards are banded
ip. packets of ten for la ., and the envelopes (two 
•lies designated “  L ”  and ** И  ” ) in packets o f ten 
foe 2s. z(d. and 2b. 3d. respectively. For. less
.intentilie* than ten the prices w ill be as follows :—  
•better, card*.— 1, l jd . ; 2, 21d. ; 3 , 35d. ; 4, 6d, ; 
» ,  «d. ; 6, 7fd. ; 7. 8Jd. ; 8, SJd. ; 9, l id . Envelo]
"  I  ”  size.— 1, 2Jd. ; 2, 5Jd. ; 3, 8d. ; 4, 1  

Is . l*d . ; 6. l í .  4d. ; 7, Is. 6id. : 8, Is
9, 2s. « U ”  size.— 1, 2*d. ; 2, áid. ; 3. .
- l i d . :  6, Is. lid . ; 6, Is . 4Jd. ; 7, Is . 7d. ;

9Ja. ; 9 , 2a. OJd. The letter cards w ill he 
* to all the regalations affecting letters.

es will not be objected to, hot if an 
raisee the weight of a card above loz., an 

1, or the sneket will bestamp most be.
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7. The Twopenob-Halfpbnny.

Date of Issue, December, 1876.

D b s i o n ,— The design consiste of a profile of the Queen to 
the left, embossed on a solid pointed upright oval ground of 
colour, surrounded by a pearled border, and 
enclosed in a similarly shaped frame with a 
scalloped exterior edge. The ground of the 
frame is in colour, with a reticular engine- 
turned design embossed upon it in white, 
on which is the inscription, in sunken block 
letters in colour, p o s t a g e  t w o  p e n c e  h a l f -  

ритат, round the head. In the frame below 
the bust are inserted the date plugs.

There are no initials on the base of the bust The figure 1 
may be detected, but is scarcely visible on the majority of 
specimens.

The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Bne and Co., who 
designed and executed the frame, and added a pendent curl to 
the head struck from Mr. W yon’s die.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The colour selected was puce verging on lilac, 
somewhat fuller in shade than that employed originally for the 
adhesive stamp o f similar value.

R e m a r k s .— Like the three halfpence, this value is but seldom

In the year 1862 the Inland Revenue Department, which 
professed to exclude coloured paper from the privilege of being 
stamped, permitted tinted paper to pass. Not a few changes

«ud batonnê paper. Since the year 1877 the Inland Revenue

Page 195. At the foot of the page it is stated that since the year 1877 
№ Inland Revenue Department has refused to admit tinted paper to be 

This is not quite accurate. It may be the rule of the Department, 
certainly not the invariable practice, as specimens recently stamped

seen in nee.

could be rang out of the various shades of straw, pink, lilac, 
Une, and sea-green ; hut additional varieties were made, mainly 
for the use and behoof of collectors, by employing wove, laid,

admit tinted paper to he stamped,
о 2

^ y sh ow
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and requires that it should be either white or ordinary azure, 
and of good substance^

The Department includes in the form o f the warrant not only 
stamps of the values of one penny, three-halfpence, twopence, 
twopence-halfpenny, threepence, fourpence, sixpence, and one 
shilling, for which dies have been prepared ; but also eight- 
pence, hinepence, and tenpence, for the two former of which 
they do not possess dies, and for the latter havane ver employed 
the die made for the embossed adhesive lOd. stamp. To 
supply these values, they impress two of the existing values on 
the paper; thus they ordinarily form the eightpence by two 
dies of fourpence, the ninepence by the threepence and six
pence, and the tenpence by the fourpence and sixpence, the 
higher value when it exists being stamped first, and the lower 
value to the left of it. The door once opened to embossing 
two stamps aide by side was not allowed to be shut, and as the 
Department offered no objection to impressing a second stamp on 
paper which had already been once ■stamped, provided that the fee 
charged for changing the die on all orders for less than £10 was

thus offered, and permutations and combinations of all the die 
have been made, o f no conceivable interest or utility except to 
swell the size and expense of collections without adding one 
iota to their real interest That such envelopes may represent 
a postal rate is not to be denied, but that one in a thousand hae 
ever been employed legitimately for prepaying postage is more 
than problematical, and they (Ute'hardly worthy o f a place in a 
collection except to show how fat folly can go. W e give a list 
of those of which the existence is known. W ith regard to the 
values above one shilling,-we have not seen them in combination 
with the moré recently issued l|d. and 2£d., and those in com
bination with other values are mvarwfcly affixed before the 
smaller value, leading to the presumption that they were struck 
on paper already stamped with the smaller value, and this a 
very probable, as these combinations are emphatically what the 
dealers call “  heavy stock."

stamp-dealers availed themselves largely o f the opportunitiespaid,

Page 196, line 6 from  bottom,. For “ invariably”  read “ generally.
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Page 197. To “  synopsis ” oi comoined values add :
Four pence-h&lfpenny . . . 3 d .  and l^d.
Thirteen pence . . . . Id. and la
Thirteen pence halfpenny . . Is. and ljd .
Fourteen pence . . . . 2 d .  and Is.
Fourteen pence halfpenny . . la  and 2Jd.
Fifteen pence . . . . 3 d .  and la.
Sixteen pence . . . . 4d. and la

'  Eighteen pence . . . . 6d. and la- .
N .B.—Where the Id. die enters into these combinations prior to July,

I860, die I. is found ; after that date, die 11.
c2ř>. C^n««L<.. ^  ^  0*f •ил.

■* 2 % +  1 \ d

^  I ' b t S ' - b k - * '
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l \  2 \ x  +  ÄS*. (Uru, .

« л и ч  ^o^/'.ÇÇ I A s+  2 *  t  t-~>  •< * л , .

b * "  9 ^  I S “1 . а ^ О Л ^ Л ^  е̂ л 3  9 c c  л J  «ifi^  ехЛп f i  t
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Envelope, lOd., In blue (error), b y 2d. blue 
(oompound); one o f the rarest envelopes; 
only 6 oopies having been printed in blue 
instead o f in brow n; entire, unused, 
superb

197

1

e n v e l o p e s  a n d  p a p e r  w i t h  e m b o s s e d  s t a m p s .

Twopence . '«
Twopence-halfpenny 
Threepence .
Threepence-halfpenny

SYNOPSIS OF COMBINED VALDES.
. Id.

Fourpenoe-halfpenny 
Fivepence .

Fivepence-halfpenny 
Sixpence-halfpenny 
Sevenpence .

Sevenpence- halfpenny
>1 »  

Eightpence

Eightpence-halfpenny 
Ninepence

ti
Tenpenoe

Id.
2d.
2id.
lid .
2d.
2*d-
3d.
2d.
Id.
Id.
4<L
id .
Ad.
Id.
4<L
ed.
lid .
ad.
4d.
6<L
6d.
3d.
3d.
4<L
la.
la.

and Id.
»  lid- 
„  id. 
„  Id- 
„  2d. 
„  lid .
»  2d.

2d. 
3d. 

. 4d. 
Id. 

lid . 
2id- 

Id. 
ed. 
3d. 

lid . 
6d. 
2d. 
4d. 

2 id. 
3d. 
ed. 
4<L 
ed.

3 V

l ì
• t

J' //-1«.

Thirteenpence 
Fourteenpence 
Fifteenpence 
Sixteen pence 
Eighteenpence 
Two shillings

According to the regulations o f the stamping department at 
Somerset House now in force, if in the process o f embossing a 
blink is accidentally spoilt by an imperfect stamp being 
(fixed, or through any other mishap, the blank is returned to 
the owner with the other stampe, with a notice printed on the 
flee of it that on a fresh warrant being sent in, the value will 
be made good either in реш у stamps or in any way the owner 
desires. Where the stamp has been imperfectly struck it is 
uncharged in black with a hand stamp “  to be transferred.”  

Specimens o f these spoilt stamps are frequently seen in 
collections of postal curiosities.

I +  Ф
I W  —  /5 +  I'*"*

» A  x a + h
&
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STAMPS EMBOSSED FOE PRIVATE FIRMS.

In addition to impressing the ordinary dies on paper supplied 
by the public, the Inland Revenue Department will impress the 
official stamp, surrounded by a circular band bearing the name 
and address o f any private firm, without making any extra charge 
beyond the cost o f engraving the die. Nor do the authorities 
object to private finns adding a similar band themselves to 
stampe already struck by the Inland Revenue Department, 
provided that nothing more than the name and address of the 
firm with its trade or profession appear upon the hand.

In those which are struck at Somerset House, the colour of 
the ring is identical with that of the stamp, the special die 
being so constructed as to permit of its being used in the 
embossing machine at the same time as the official stamp, and 
the whole is effected in one operation.

In the case of those which are of private manufacture, the 
ring is impressed round the official stamp already embossed on 
the paper, and ordinarily in a different colour from that of the 
stamp, and even when it is evidently intended to be similar, 
it fails to be во. In all those which we have noticed the 
pattern of the ring differs from that adop ed by the Inland 
Revenue Department. . *.

Many firms, chiefly publishers, news agents, and India or 
Colonial agents, have taken advantage o f the privilege, which 
acts as a safeguard in insuring the stamps being used in their 
business, while it also serves as a species of advertisement by 
putting their names conspicuously before the public.

To stamp collectors these stamps offer hut little interest except 
as ehowing what the authorities do, or permit to be done ; it 
would not therefore serve any useful purpose to give a list of 
the firms who have availed themselves o f this privilege, and we 
ahali accordingly limit our account o f them to a description 
of the types o f the rings adopted by the Inland Revenue 
Department.

Any paper which the Department would allow for the emboe-
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Page 199, latt paragraph. A stomp of one penny, similar in design to 
the fourpence described by M. Rondot, is to be found. We have only seen a 
cut specimen, and cannot therefore say whether it was stamped on an 
envelope or a wrapper, but it is probable that it was stamped on both.

•Srvtoţfc», ÛLduixj >££». 1* lCj'. /■ !Г$

If d . / № blf-.
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npig of envelopes generally, is admitted for the purpose of being 
embossed with the additional ring, and it may be cut in any 
form adapted either for wrappers or envelopes.

The system commenced early in 1857. The earliest known type 
consists of two plain curved bands, being segments of a circular 
band 3 mm. wide, and having a diameter of 36 mm. or I f  inch 
external measurement Each of these segments measures 28 mm. 
in length, and they are applied one above and the other below the 
official die, each segmental band being outlined by a white line, 
and the ends rounded. The only firm known to have pos
sessed this type is that of W . H. Smith  and S on, whose name 
appears in the upper segmental band, and the address, 186, 
Strahd, W .C., in the lower. The vaines are one penny, pink, 
dated 9.6.57,2d., blue, dated 9.3.57, and Is., green, dated 9.3.57. 
The copies seen by us are all surcharged “  specimen ”  in black 
with a pen and ink, and it seems to be doubtful whether or 
not this type was ever actually used. If not it would more 
properly be referred to under the head of “  Essays," &c.

The next type dates from Joly, 1857, and consists of a plain 
circular band, 4 mm. wide, forming a complete ring of 36 mm. 
diameter, external measurement, round the stamp. The name 
of the firm is on a plain cartouche above the Queen’s head, 
and the address on a similar one below, while between the ex
tremities of the cartouches on either side is an eight-rayed star 
ornament.

This type is found with the names and addresses o f various 
firms both in the home and colonial trades, bat M. Rondot 
{Magasin Pittoresque, 1863, p. 293) in giving an engraving 
(No. 97) of one value, fourpence, struck on an envelope for 
Messrs. Smith, Elder, and Co., speaks of it as made specially for 
them, and designed for Indian postage. This envelope has 
acquired additional celebrity through being described in Lallieťs 
Album as an “  Indian Envelope,” and a place being allotted to it 
in the Indian paga No doubt the whole mistake has arisen 
from the firm having been described in the lower cartouche as 
«ABT INDIA AGENTS.
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The third type is that in use at the present tüne, and 
from 1861. It consists o f a plain circular band, 5 mm vride,

forming a complete ring round the 
official stamp o f 38 mm., or Ц 
inch diameter, external measure
ment. The names and addressee 
are in somewhat larger lettering 
than in the last preceding type, 
and are not within cartouches, 

the two star-like orna
ments are retained. On some ofГПГИЦ1Г
the wrappers of Messrs. Smith, 

embossed in conjunction with the
second type. oj. П**- сгл*-
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SJJCTION IV .

REGISTRATION ENVELOPES.

Prktiodsly to the introduction of the uniform penny-poet 
gyetem all letters containing, or supposed to contain, coin or 
jewellery were registered gratuitously by the Postoffice, as a 
security against loss ; but when the new system came into opera
tion it was considered to be impracticable to continue the service, 
and with the sanction of the Treasury it was dropped. As the 
number of letters containing coin and valuables increased, and 
the depredations also increased in a like ratio, a system of regia- . 
tnitíon was adopted in 1841,4but the charge of one shilling was ( J o u ^ f (ıfy l 
so high that the public did not avail itself to any considerable 
extent of the protection thereby offered ; for though the regis
tration furnished an extra degree of security to the letter during 
ita transit, yet beyond this the Poet-office undertook no farther 
responsibility. In October, 1841, Lord Lowther, the Postmaster
General, proposed to the Lords of the Treasury that he should 
be allowed to use the powers conferred bj 3 and 4 Viet., c. 96, 
a 39, and establish a compulsory registration of letters supposed 
to contain coin or valuables, charging them with the registration 
fee of one ahilling, to be paid by the receiver when not paid hy 
the sender. The proposal was referred to Sir Rowland Hill, 
who, while he considered the principle of compulsory registration 
a fair one, yet was of opinion that so long as the registration 
fee was fixed at one ■ billing sufficient inducement for voluntary 
registration was not held out to the public. He therefore advised 
the Lords of the Treasury to lower the fee ; but as that proposal

\
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was objected to, the question remained in abeyance for 
years.

In  March, 1848, the fee was reduced to sixpence, and in 
-J0 I Augufiti 1862, was still further reduced to fourpence, when 

' "compulsory registration was applied to all letters passing through 
the London office supposed to contain coin or valuables, and in 
the following year it was extended to all inland lettem The 
registration system was also made applicable to packets pausing 
by the Book Poet

On the 1st January, 1878, some important changée were mada 
The fee was reduced to twopence, and the Post-office, although 
reaffirming that it was not responsible for the safe delivery of 
registered articles, expressed its .willingness to make good the 
value o f any so registered which might he loet in transit, to the 
extent of £ 2, on certain conditions, one o f them being that, if 
tiie article consisted o f money, it must, in order to have the benefit 
o f the insurance, be “  enclosed in one of the Registered Letter 
Envelopes Bold by the Postoffice for the purpose.”

It is with these envelopes, then for the first time issued, that
we have now to deal.

The issue to the public took place on 1st January, 1878. 
Капу oi those issued about that period are found bearing od 
tire stamp the dates o f November and December, 1877, but these 
belong to stock which was prepared previously to the 1st January 
in view o f tbo issue to take effect on that day. Two sizes only 
were issued at first ; vis., those distinguished at the Post-office 
by  the letters F and O , the first measuring x 3 J inches, the 
other 6 x 3 f inches, though the actual sizes are frequently found 
to vary a little from the standard. These, as also all the other 
sizes subsequently issued, are made to open at the end, and on 
the closing flap the registration fee stamp of twopence is stradi 
in  relief. They are lined with muslin, and are the invention of 
Messrs, hffcorquodale and Co., who have taken out a patent fix it 
As it haďprevioualy been the practice with the Post-office to lie 
«г.Ь registered letter with a green string, an imitation in Mae 
rè printed on the envelopes, the front being traversed by two



R ïoiât&atioh Кнтжьорхй. P aga SO 1 -t l t .
Since the publication of the work, not only have a large number Ы 

specimens of the eaiiier issues been submitted to ns for inspection, hot 
many changes have occurred amongst those current at that date. Some 
additions have also been made which it is necessary to describe. W e think, 
therefore, that it will be more advisable to re-arrange the “ synopsis” of the 
provisional issue, aud to re-model the section describing the permanent 
шие, rather than to make any attempt to bring the history of tim e 
envelopes down to the present time by meţns of interpolations in and 
additions to the tex t An emendated “ synopsis”  of the provisional issue is 
therefore given in place of that at page 205, and a description of the perma
nent issue supersedes that contained in pages 206 and 207, and in pages 388 
and 384 of the appendix to the work.

Referring to the note at the foot of page 206, farther investigaţia) has 
confirmed the accuracy of what is there stated; viz., that the variations in the 
length of the “  legends,” which we think for distinction sake would be better 
described as the “ instructions,” chiefly depend on the relative distances 
between the words “ officer”  and “ of,”  which are separated fron  one 
another hy the vertical cross line on the face. From the time that thaw 
envelopes were first issued down to July, 1881, when a new mode of manu
facture was introduced, the whole of the inscriptions and the fines were 
printed upon them after they were made up. During this period the 
variations in the length of the lines of the instructions, in the size of the 
type, in the size of the stamp-frames, mid that of the lettering within them, 
were very numerous, hut after the blanks were printed before they wen 
made up into envelopes, these variations ceased, or became inappreciable. 
When tne envelopes were printed after they were made up, the portions of 
the instructions on each side of the vertical cross lines were set up separately, 
and the distance between the two branches of the instructions varied accord
ing to the fancy of the printer. To this source of variety must be added that 
arising from various settings-up of the stamp-frames and the lettering 
within them, which, if taken in combination with the former, produce such 
a mass of specimens of printen’ carelessness, rather than of legitimate 
varieties, that we have refrained from attempting to bring order out of 
this confusion, noting only in the “ synopsis ”  the fact of their existence.

Accurate measurement will also sometimes show slight variations, not 
' exceeding half a millimetre, in the length of the instructions, even when 

printed from the same setting-up; but this may doubtless be attributed о  
tiie shrinking of the envelopes, according as they were printed when dan ? 
or when dry. ,

We have given what we deem to be as nearly as possible the normal 
lengths of the fines of the instructions, with the principal variations as 
observed by us. In the note above referred to, it is stated that the 
measurements are “ taken from the down stroke of the Ţ  to the stop at 
the end of the inscription.” To this should be added, “  or to the extremity 
of the last letter of the line when there is no stop.”

. 4 . 1 . '  - A  . V- . aaaju*. . . . .  J
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now 
used far i*\

bine linee crossing each other at right angles, thus dividing it 
into four equal parallelograms, and the same is repeated on the 
bade, t iu  h o r izo n ta l line not extending over the flap, which »  

left dear for the stamp. The inscriptions on the envelope* are 
tfl printed in blue, varying at flnt in depth of shade, but 
M arly always of a light tone of colour. The paper^used 
thedmanofacture et- them is plain wove of a bluish tings of _
whit*, iul TÎKb JuuuoMki> cLmj- orcLa t—E ^4.  ii. ft i OjuIiuht;

The blanks are cut into shape and lined before they are sent 
to Somerset House to be stamped. From thenoe they are te
temed to the contractors, who close them down, print upon them 
the inscriptions and lines, gum the turn-down flap, and then 
return them to Somerset House to be put into stock.

1. Provisional Issue.

On tiie flap of the envelope is a semicircular cartouche, with 
the words “  f o b  rkhbtration onlt ”  in block letters in white 
relief on a solid blue ground, below which is struck the embossed 
twopenny envelope stamp in blue.
Ibe postage at the ordinary letter 
rate is payable by stampe, as in 
other letten. On the face of the 
envelope, in the upper left com-1 
partment, is the word “ registered" 
in a single-lined rectangular frame, 
and above it are the instructions,
“ this leitek  must be given  to  an

OFFICER OF THE POST-OFFICE TO BE REGISTERED,”  the division 
between the two upper oompartmente made by the string-tine 
tilling between the words “  officer ”  and “  or.”

The registration receipt, given by the office at which a regis
tered letter or document is posted, is a sufficient acknowledgment 
that such an object has been received for tranemienon, but in 
the case of inland postage no similar acknowledgment can be

's
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obtained from the delivering office that the letter has been 
duly delivered. In the case, however, o f letters, &c., despatched 
to countries included in the Postal Union, such an acknowledg
ment is obtainable- by paying, at the time o f posting, 2Jd, for 
the return postage of a form which accompanies the registered 
object to its destination. There are two kinds of this form—one 
in English, and the other in French. It is filled in by the 
despatching officer, stamped with a 2|d. adhesive, and addressed 
to the postmaster of the delivering office, by whom it is re
turned, in due course, with the information recorded in the 
space provided for the purpose, as to whether the object has 
been delivered and to whom, or, in the case o f its not having 
been delivered, how it has been disposed of. When this form 
reaches the despatching office again, the sender is communicated 
with, and apprized as to what has become o f that which he 

' registered.
V a r ie t ie s .— The type o f the word “ Registered”  varies con

siderably, as does also that of the inscription. There are also 
variations in the length of the space separating the word 
“ Officer”  from “ of and again, in the colour of-the impres
sion, which ranges from dark to light blue. To avoid encum
bering the list with too many minutiae,- only those varieties 
which are the most marked w ill be mentioned. These will he 
fotmd to be dependent principally on the type of the lettering, 
on the length o f the inscription, on the form of th< flap, and on 
the construction of the seams.

This “ provisional issue”  continued in use from the 1st 
January, 1878, until the beginning o f the month o f April 
following, when a special stamp was brought into use, and 
substituted for the twopenny envelope stamp with over-arching 
label

In the envelopes as first constructed the edges both of the 
seams and o f the turn-down flap were plain, but w i a view of 
affording greater security against their being opened, the semne, 
in February, 1878, were made with serrated edges, and the flap* 
were acallopped.
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N o.
1 — R m aindtr o f  the valuable collection, m ostly fin e specimens, 

including a number o f  good stamps, entire M ulready cover 
id. black, 6 fc . 149

-  Envelope, lOd. blue x 4d. (error) ; one of
the rarest envelopes In ezlstenoe, only six 
copies with the lOd. in blue having been 
printed. Unused, entire, and very  fine 1

-  Similar envelope, 10d. blue * 2d. Equally
rare and fine

~  Envelopes : id . x  id . ; ad. X  2d. ; 3 d. x  3 d. ; 
ajd. X alfd- » 4 d. X  4 d. ; 6d. X  6d. All in old

I



D u tch  I n d i e s  and P h i l i p p i n e s  : th e co lle ction s. A  useful 

lo t
F ij i : 2d . in b lack  on  12 c . on  6d. with V .R . in  fancy capitals, 

unused, dam aged. A  very rare stam p 

F o r m o s a  : N ative issue, large o b lo n g  b lack  on white «  
entire envelope. V ery fine.

__  1895 . N ative type, green , red and purple, used together
on  en tire, fine and scarce thus

__  E ngraved 20 cash , brow n , and 20 cash chocolate, both
imperforate, unused, very fine 

__  D o . 20 cash  preen and 20 rash brow n, sim ilar
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«ad Со. ЬоИ Are numi nţ contracta noder which many , 
orden bave heen (tren to them during tin current 
jeer. Then are for—(1) Telluna binding, commencing 
April 1, 1884, and terminating March SI, 1894 :April 1, 1884, and terminating March 31, 1894 ; 
(2) ептемреа, commencing September 1, 1891, and 
terminable on aix month*’ notice ; ' (8) memorandum* 
books, commencing January 1, 1888, terminable at 
" i month*’ notice : (41 telegraph forma, oom- 

ing Angut 4, 1888, terminable at aix month#’ 
• ; ana (6) Baring* Bank deposit-books, corn-notice 

mene ing
and (61 Barings Bank deposit-books.
December 1, 1893, and terminating Be 
>93. The approximate total annual rali 

■on* contracts Is £37,000 a year. My bon. fra 
will judge for himself bom my description of 
contracts now mach printing is included therein.

C 'b y  ■ f Ay«« OÙe* ry írd , tr, 3 . am /iityCto.
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. / t u t Ca, /Í4â a .CL ^ (е л л 1 л ^ -

t o u y *  u m j l  f Ř č o ^ S T ť  R ^ l

Synopsis.
I.

Date of issue, let January, 1878.
Flape and seams plain. Two sizes, F and G. Size F measuring 8J by 31 

inches, or 1331 by 824 mm.; and size G measuring 6 by 3J inches, or 1Ш  
by 954 mm. The contractor’s name is omitted in most of the earlier stamped 
copies. Paper, azure wove.

(1) Instructions in Roman type in one line of 112 mm., with full stop at 
the end. No stop after вю ш тввю  in the frame.

Size F. Instructions measuring 108 mm., dark blue. W,

(2) Instructions in block type of 1$ mm. in one line of 118 mm., Without 
any stop at the end. Stop after b b o ib t e b e d  in the f r a m e . /  

Size F. Instructions measuring 116 to-44ipmm., light blue, v f » « « / /  
Size G. Instructions measuring 116 to 119 mm., blue and light b lue.y '

* Copies an  found with a broken E  In the word bboistebed In the instruction!, 
making the word bxoistucd  read as п ю гетга т. This la not the only instance of the

(3) Instructions in block type of 2 mm. in one line of 120 mm, without 
any stop at the end. Stop after r e g is t e r e d  in the frame. lí«* ' ıs t < z о > 

Size F. Instructions measuring 119 to 122 mm., blue and light Ыив.̂ , 
Size Q. Instructions measuring 119 to 122Tmm., blue. *  ̂ ^

‘ The whole of the above were issued simultaneously. ——

Flap scalloped ; seams seriated. Two sizes, F and G.
(1) Instructions in one line of block type same as (2) above.

Size F. Instructions measuring 1184 mm., blue and light bhae. ^
Size G. Instructions measuring 118 to 119 mm., bine and light bhfe. V

(2) Instructions in one line of block type same as (3) above.
Size F. Instructions measuring 119 to 121 mm, blue."^
Size G. Instructions measuring 119.to 121 mm, bine, ||{r 

ЖТЬо whole of the envelopes of this issue were printed from the settinga-op 
of the type used for'(2) and (3) of No. L

C iy . F  ^  t l a t l

<t&lU II- I - у .
ЦМА. ^  Сала *  *■

’ Ж - S fõ w ifj  ^TO*W4- •no Av*-

h' ' лЛаТсЛ,

112 mm., f  „
112 to 114 mm., light blue. /

use o f imperfect type ao long as the printing waa done after the blanka w en folded into
' envelopes.

II.
Date of issue, middle of February, 1878.

5 4v*> <U- fhä Г O&f Ь(МAcaV . йаД-Y  t  TJ^.I
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES. 20 5

/ "

SYNOPSIS.
I.

Date of Issne,' 1st January, 1878.
Plain flap. Plain seams.

Size F. 5J by inches, or 133 by 83 mm.
1. liegend in small letters measuring 108 mm., dark blue.

J 2. ,, „  „  .ţ ţ  11İ mm., dark blue.* *
J 3. ,, „  „  j  1 l í  mm., light blue. No oon-

' Victor's name on enyşlopş.^ f 
In the above three varieties there is in s to p  after registered, ;  

S  4. (a) Legend in small capitals measuring il6  mm., light blue. ^  
(6) „  „  „  118 mm. „

J 6. (a) Legend in large capitals measuring 121 mm. „
(6) „  „  „  122 mm. „ ,

In the last four varieties the contractor’s name is usually omitted.
Size G. 6 by 3J inches, or 152 by 96 mm.

✓  6. Legend in small letters measuring 112 mm., blue.
7. (a) Legend in small capitals measuring П8 mm., light blue.

* 8. (6) „  „  „  118 mm.
Legend in larger capitals measuring 121 mm.

II.
Date of issue, February, 1878. 

Scallopped flap. Serrated seams.
Size F.

s  6. Leğendin small capitals measuring 118 mm., light blue. /
✓  10. Legend in larger capitals measuring 120 mm., „  , Y f  Cul .

Size G.
J 11. Legend in small capitals measuring 118 mm., light blue, i

12. Legend in larger capitals measuring 120 mm., „  * .
* The difference in the length of the legend chiefly depends on the 

words “ Officer” and “ o f ”  being closer or farther apart. The measure
ments are taken from the down stroke of the T to the stop at the end of 
the inscription. Some other varieties may also be made by observing the 
type of the word “  Registered ” in the rectangular frame. A ll these varie
ties are owing to different settings up of the type in the machines by 
which the envelopes are printed singly, and on the first issue there was 
less uniformity in this respect than has since been the case. During the 
firet years of their issue the sale of these envelopes was about 6,000 per 
tiay; but in the following year it increased to about 8,000 out of an avenge 
of 28,000 letters registered per day in the United Kingdom.



2 0 6  P08TAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

2. Permanent Issue.

In April, 1878, the twopenny envelope stamp was replaced by 
a special stamp consisting of the head of

e
the Queen in profile to the left, embossed 
on a solid circular ground of colour, en
closed in an engine-turned border, on 
which is shown the inscription in block 
letters r e g is t r a t io n  t w o p e n c e . The date 
plugs are inserted in the lower part of 
the border.*

V a r ie t ie s .— No envelopes of this issue have been noticed 
which do not bear the contractor’s name under the flap. The 
subsidiary varieties are those dependent on the following ele
ments; viz., the construction of the envelope, and the inscriptions 
on its face, f

SYNOPSIS.

L Scallopped flap. Serrated seams.

(a) Inscription in one line, “ This letter must he given to an 
officer of the Post-office to he registered.”

4 1. Inscription in small block lettem, measuring 118 mm., size F.
4 2. 1 » larger » 1 » 1 121 mm., size F.
+  8. 1 » small 1 » * 1 119 rasa., size 0.

4. » I larger I t Í » 118 mm., size 0.

(6) Inscription in two lines o f capitals, “  This letter most be 
given to an officer o f the Post-office to be registered, and a 
receipt obtained for i t ”

In  the right upper comer, within a single-lined frame, varying 
in size, “ The stamp to pay the postage most be placed here,” in

•**- -*• ■** '• 4 £  .
* The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., the head being

the same aa that of all the emboaaed stamps, with a varied bunch of 
curia.

SX)l*\ I-is, .
J - f O .  .
/ / -  «S. .
f r - f f .  .
[C f-X (t-

fi  ■ 3. 7 ? .  
q.
•7 . H f l .
г . t> - sL. 
ra. /• et.



Djibouti : S urcharged DJ on  5c. O b ock , unused -y i

_  Another lot 24

Falkland Islands : $d. provisional, unused (8 ) ; Straits 
ic. on 6c., unused (6 3 ) ;  B ritish  H o n d u r a s : 6c. 
on io c . on 4d. ( 5 ) 76

Faridkot : C o lle ction , all d ifferen t and unused. C ata
logued £ 3  40

_  A similar lot 40

Ftp: 4d. on 3d. a pa ir ttaperf vertically, reversed surcharge
imperforate id . ( 1  p a ir) and 6d . 5

/
France: 1876 , i c .  green , a ll unused (2 2 ), C h in a  

surcharged on  F r a n c e  various values, unused ( 50) , 
used ( 12 ) 84

Great Br i t a i n : id. black, block of 4 unused, with 
original gum one being damaged 4

— id. and 2 d. various issues unused 18

-  md. octagonal (4) and other E n g lish , som e dam aged 17

— 2jd . plate 23 ( 2) ,  4d . m ouse brow n  and 6d. surcharged,
(2) all unused 5

-  1883, 6d. ( 3) , 5d . (a  p a ir), gd . and 5d. o f  1.880 (p a ir),
all unused 8



152

lis 3d., gd. and rs. unused 

—  3d. block o f 12, gd. block of 4

— Telegraph ^d„ id., 3d., 4d., 6d. and is. 
British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph set of 
English and Irish set of 5, all unused a valuable loi

>53 — Universal Telegraphs, 6d. two kinds and is. 5 kinds, ij 
o f each unused

154 —  Railway Newspaper stamps, South-Western, 2d. (29)
3d. (33), Midland and Grèat Northern id. (33), Grea 
Northern ^d. (30)

155 —  Irish Revolutionary Essays, 24c., lilac and green, vei]
scarce

156 — Envelope stamps on buff paper cut square, td., 2d., 3d.
4d., 6d. and is., scarce

157 —  A similar set on pink paper, rare

158 — Envelopes embossed, the rare square sia
with pink patté on the baok, 2d., 3d., 4d. 
6d.', and is., unused. A  valuable l o t

159 — Foreign Bill stamps, red on lilac, various values, al
unused, from  id . to  3 s ., and 1 life  p o licy  10s., used 160

160  G r e e c e  : A  b o o k  con ta in in g  a num ber o f  scarce stamps 0
* L . ----1 * • - "
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Z Permanent Issue. ,I ,
. D»te ol issue, 1st April, 1878. **•—*“•* h '■ *

Design от Stamp.—In what is termed the “  permanent issue,” the (tamp 
composed of the twopennj envelope stamp, surmounted by a cartouche 
carrying au inscription denoting the purpose to which it was applied, was 
su p ersed ed  by a special stamp showing the head of the Queen in pronle to 
the left, embossed on a solid circular ground of colour, enclosed in an engine- 
turned border, inscribed registration twopence in coloured block totten. 
In the lower part of the border are three small white-lined circles round the 
holes drilled in the die for the insertion of the date-plugs.

P aper.—The paper first used in the manufacture o f the permanent issue 
was wbitR wove, of an azure tint, similar to that used for .the provisional 
issue; but in July. 1881, when the mode of malting np the envelopes was 
changed, a tough thin wove paper, of a yellowish or cream tint, was intro
duced, md has ever since continued to be employed.

Imprrbsion.—Previously to July, 1881, the inscriptions and crossed linea 
on the envelopes were printed after they were folded and the seams pasted 
down ; but after that date they were printed on the blanks before they were 
made np into envelopes. The colour of the impression has varied through 
shades of Prussian blue of all depths, from dark to pale and washy blue ; and 
at the present time (July, 1884) it is French blue, more or less dark.

The imprint. “  McCorquodale and Co., contractors,”  is found 
extremity of the envelope which is Severed by the cloeing flap, 

i w  1680 this firm was converted into a joint-stock company, with 
Kebility, and in the autumn *4 that year the imprint was changed to 
“  McCorquodale and Co. Limited,” in two lines, in ueu of “  McCorquodato 
and Co." OVU a i l .  m o e ta, CLf I «  tUo-fr ctoXZ.

I. The first issue of envelopes with the new stamp was a continuation of 
the provisional issue of the two sizes F and Q, as found under No. II. of the 
“ synopsis” of that iseue, presenting the same variations in the length of the 
line of instructions. The earliest date on the stamp that we have found is 
the 27th March, 1878; and though these envelopes were not commonly 
current till May of that year, yet the date of the issue may fairly be 
assumed to have been on or about the 1st of April, 1878.

II. At the end of May, 1878, an alteration was made in the inscriptions. 
The words “  and a receipt obtained for it”  were added to the previous instruc
tions, the whole being arranged in two lines, and a single-lined rectangular 
frame was introduced into the right upper corner, enclosing the legend. "T h e 
stamp to pay the postage must be placed here,’’ in five lines of small block 
letters. A similar stamp-name has continued to be used throughout the various 
issues down to the present time, presenting, down to July, 1881, numerous 
variations in size, from 20 to 23 mm. wide by 20 to 2ß mm. high, with several 
sizes of the type of the legend within it. The normal lengths of the two lines 
of instructions of the sizes F and G were about 97 and 78 mm., and the 
variations were from 1 to 2 mm. more or less, but there were two marked 
varieties in the setting up of the lines of the instructions. In one the 
initial letters of the words Letter, Ofticer, Post Отпав, R egistered, and 
Receipt were large, measuring 3 mm., and the word Registered was 18 mm. 
in length, while in the other the initial letters of the above words were 
smaller, measuring 21 mm., and the word Registeeid measured 19 mm.

Up to this time sizes F and G were the only ones which had been issued, 
but they were now supplemented by three other sizes, denominated H, I, 
and K, with inscriptions similarly worded, and with stamp-frames in the 
right upper corners. The size of H was 8 by 6 inches, or 203 by 127 
mm., with two lines of instructions in thick dose block type of 3| mm., 
treasuring respectively 144 and 110 mm. The size of I was 10 by 74 inches, 
or 253 bv 177 mm., and that of К 114 by 6 inches, or 292 by 162 mm., the 
instructions on these two latter being printed in two lines of open block type 
of 3 mm., measuring respectively 182 and 110 mm. The construction oi 
these three envelopes dinered somewhat from that of sizes F and G, for 
instead of being closed at the back with one serrated seam down the middle, 
they were closed at the back with a seam along each side, the edge of which 
was scalloped like the edge of the flap.

they were
of the closing flaps was abandoned, and

___________ __________________ jit having been found that the-scalloped
flaps were inconvenient, and were frequently torn at the Post-office where the 
envelopes were sold singly, as well as in packets of a dozen. The attention 
was first тая« ш size r  , issued in November, 1878. and was subsequently 
extended to all the other sizee as the stock of each became exhausted. In 
other respects t t "  issue differed but little from the preceding'one, but there 
are several varieties in the F  and G sizes dependent on the size of the type 
of ,the instructions and of that of the legenda within the sţamj 
Four varieties in the setting up of these latter are found ’  ' '
■ize and width of the type employed.

a r

i
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IV. In July, 1881, another mode of constructing the envelope* was intro
duced, with a new issue of size F, which at that period had for some months 
been out of stock, and has been subsequently applied to sizes G and H, as the 
old stock of these sizes became exhausted. In the new mode of construction 
the long Sap opposite to that on which the stamp is struck, instead of being 
folded down betöre the side flaps were brought over it, was folded down over 
the side flaps, forming a plain seam up each side. The paper used in the 
manufacture, which up to that time had heen wove, of an azure tint varying 
in depth, was replaced by a thin wove tough paper of & cream-coloured 
tone. The inscriptions and the crossed lines were also printed before the 
envelopes were made up, and the variations in the length of the lines and in 
the type of the lettering within the stamp-fTame ceased. The inscription 
was also altered by suppressing the oblong frame enclosing the word 
r e g is t e r e d , and inserting in place of it the words r e g is t e r e d  l e t t e b  in 
large block letters immediately above the instructions.

When the above alterations were made in the manufacture and printing of 
the envelopes, the instructions on size F were changed by the addition of a 
penalty clause, which was abandoned before any issue was made of the other 
sizes. The instructions were as follows : “  This letter must be handed to an 
officer of the Post-office, and a receipt obtained forrt. If otherwise ppsted, 
there will be an extra charge on delivery ; ” and they were printed in three 
lines of block lettere of 2 mm., the two first lines measuring each 100 mm., 
and the third 80 mm. The. stamp-frame in the right upper comer contained 
the ordinary Wend, the word h e b e  at the end of it being sometimes 
followed by a full stop, while at other times there is no stop.

In October, 1881, the penalty clause in the instructions on size, F was 
suppressed, and the form adopted in May, 1878, was again brought intar use, 
set up in two lines of 77 mm. each in small block letters, precedă in the left 
upper comer by the letter R in large block type of 11 mm. The legend in 
the stamp-frame was in small block letters of the same size as those in the 
instructions, and is found both with and without a full stop at the end of it. 
A full stop is generally found at the end of the last lbe  of the instructietij 
birt sometimes thie is wanting ; and the like may be said as to the word 
r e g is t e r e d  in the instructions, which has sometimes a comma after i t ,  b a t  
at other times has none. An error in the date of the stamp exists in those 
stamped on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd February, 7882, the figure “  2,”  denoting 
the month, being inverted. 3». -U c- i t t i  .

In Maren, 1682, the dating of the stamps was diecontinued^and the plug
holes were filled in with pearled ornaments in place of the numerals. Ab this 

j  change came into operation on a certain fixed day, it affected the envelopes 
-! at that time in stock which had not been sent in to he stamped. 

time those of size F, last described, were current, as also those of siže Of of 
the type of May, 1878, the unstamped stock in hand of which was not 
exhausted. No unstamped stock of tne other sizes appears to have been on 
hand, as no further issue of size H was made until December laet, when it 
appeared with inscriptions in the form then current for the sizes F and G, 
and up to tiie present time the sizes I and E have not been issued with 
undated stamps.

In July, 1882, the alterations inaugurated in size F in July, 1881, were 
extended to size G. The mode of construction was altered ; the paper was 
changed to cream-coloured wove ; and the blanks were printed before 
being folded into envelopes. The inscriptions were also altered by the 
introduction of r e g is t e r e d  l e t t e r  above the two lines of instructions, 
which were preceded by a large block letter R of 16 mm. in the left upper 
comer. Two settings up of the inscriptions are found, both of which were 
current at the same time. In one the instructions are in large block letters 
of 2 mm. in two lines, each measuring 101 mm., with a full stop at the end 
of the second line, and there is also a full stop at the end of the legend in 
the stamp frame. In the other the instructions are in smaller type of 1J 
mm., ana are in two lines of unequal length, the first measuring 98 mm., 
and the second 75 mm. There is a comma after r e g is t e r e d , and a full stop 
at the end of the second line ; but there is no stop after h e b e  in the legend 
within the stamp-frame.

VI. In January, 1883, size Q was issued with the large R enclosed in a 
single-lined upright oval of 27 by 22 mm. The letter is rather shorter than 
in the previous issue, measuring 16 mm., but the type is thicker. The instruc
tions are'in two lines of small block type, the one measuring 92 and the other 
72 mm., and there is a comma after the word r e g is t e r e d , and a full stop 

I at the end of the second line; the legend in the stamp-frame is in type of a 
* similar size, and there is no stop after h e r e . A change was also made in 

the mode of printing the inscriptions on the envelopes. Up to that time 
the closing flap on which the registration stamp was etruck was to the left 
of the face; but when the issue of those bearing the R in an oval cora

, menced, the-position of the inscriptions was reversed, and the closing flap 
was consequently to the right of the face.



REGISTRATION ENVELOPES. 2 0 7

IL Scaüopped flap. Scallopped seama 
In May, 1878, three other sizes were issued, each hearing an 

inscription similar to that last described, but in larger type. The 
edgffi of the flap were scallopped, as were also the seams, instead 
of being serrated, as in the smaller sizes. A  similar rectangular 
hame with inscription denoted the place where the postage stamp 
ires to be placed.

«/ Size H. 8 by 5 inches. У
J  „  I. 10 by 71 „  ✓

У  „  К. I l l  by 6 „  ^

111. Plain flap. Serrated seams.
The envelopes being sold singly at the Post-offices as well 

as in packets of a dozen, the scallopped flaps were inconvenient 
in retailing them, many being tom. Accordingly, in August,
1878, the scallopped edges were abandoned, and the flap was 
made plain as at first. rtc

(a) Inscription in two lines as before. The-aisa o f tha-frama Сили dj Л о 
tiraflm ggţhn nd h n n i w * Varies, cu c/ь cU. c i^ q tt, 

srL, iSize F. Stamp fidine 20 by 23| mm. to 2Ц by 26 mm. : —

(ft) Similar inscription, but in larger type. Plain flap.
Scallopped seams.

V Size H. Stamp frame 211 by 26 mm. J
/  )l I* II . и
\f II K. ' II .

___________ _ I ( î  J. üst t 1 ot a . j
fa У uktflrj

3 . C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  P o s t i n g .

Akin to the subject o f the registration of letters which hae 
joet been considered, it seems convenient to refer here to an 
attempt on the part of the Post-office to meet the wishes o f a 
portion of the public by providing an acknowledgment on the 
Put of the office that it had received an ordinary letter for 
hanamiaeion.

When the penny-post system was first established, the idea of 
giving such a receipt was started by Sir Rowland H ill, and by 
the 8th section o f the Act 10 and 11 V ic. c. 86, the Post

VII. About the month of June, 1884, sizes F and G appeared with tome 
slight modifications in the inscriptions, which had been set up afresh. In 
*1*6 F the two lines of the instructions measure 79 and 66 mm., and in size 
G 89 and 67 mm. respectively, and the comma after the word r e g is t e r e d  in 
the second line of the instructions on the latter is suppressed- A full stop is 
also found after the word h e r e  in the legend in the stamp-frames on both tbp 
sizes, but the size of the frame in size F is reduced to 211 x 221 mm. In 
other respects these envelopes do not differ from those issued in 1883, except 
that the paper is thicker and smoother. •
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master-General was authorised to direct that receipts might be 
given for letters at the expense o f the party requiring it; but so 
that the Post-office should not he liable for loss or тшнлянп̂  
and the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes were empowered to 
provide stamps for the purpose.

It was not, however, till the close o f the year 1877 that 
any attempt was made to give effect, to the provisions of the 
Act, when, in consequence of representations made to Lord Johi 
Maimers, the Postmaster-General, that a want existed for a 
system under which receipts might be obtained by the eendere 
of ordinary letters handed to the post for transmission, an 
experimental issue was made of a “ Certificate of Posting.”

The certificate was in the following form :
“  Certificate of P osting.

“  A  (Letter, Newspaper, or Book Packet) not Registered, ad
dressed as under, has been posted at this Office.

“  Address in full . . - . . . Date Stamp”

f

hllL  h

In the right upper comer was embossed a stamp of one 
halfpenny o f the same design and colour as that which bad 
been introduced for stamping post-cards sent in for that purpose 
by the public. Below the stamp was a compartment for the 
date stamp of the office. On the back of the certificate were 
the following instructions :

“  The address entered in this Certificate must be exactly the 
same as that on the Letter, Newspaper, or Book Packet, and it 
must be plainly written in ink.

“  The issue o f this Certificate is not to be regarded as effecting 
Registration, and the Letter, Newspaper, or Book Packet to 
which it refers will be treated precisely as if posted in a letter
box.

“ Letters containing Coin or Jewellery must be registered. 
Any letter for which a Certificate of Posting may have been 
given, and which may afterwards be found to contain Coin or 
jewellery, will be compulsorily registered in accordance with the 
regulations."

0 o t. w f Qf these certificates 15,000 were printed and sent to Liverpool,
tu* •"*- and some other lame towns, but the results could hardly h*



In the monthof March following, size F was also issued with the letter R 
m an oval, and with the instructions printed in a similar way and in type of 
f ø  вцтв size aa size G. The instructions in two lines measure 81 and 64 
mm. respectively, and there is a full stop at the end of the second line, bat 
no atop after b b o is t e r e d , nor is there any stop at the end of the legend In 
the stamp frame.

It should be here noted, that between the date of the issue of size G in 
January, 1883, and that of size F in March following, the colour of the 
impression was altered. Up to that period the colour had been Prussian

If

blue, varying from dark to a washy light blue, but the colour was then 
dtered to French blue. This blue had been partially employed in the

previous year, but .after February, 1883, it was uniformly adopted. About 
the same period also the stamping of the envelopes with the embossed 
registration stamp oft twopence ceased to be doDe at Somerset House. They 
are now stamped by the contractors in French blue, whereas those stamped 
at Somerset House were in blue aDd pale blue.

When the issue of size G with the letter R in an oval was made in 
January, 1883, a hand-stamp with a similar design was supplied to many of

ал.

the principal Post-offices for stamping registered lettere, intended for 
countries within the Postal Union,_wmcn were not enclosed in registration

md _______ ;fvni'

envelopes already bearing a large R on the face. This stamp was applied 
at the left upper corner in black.

In December, 1883, size H was issued, constructed similarly to sizes F and 
G, and with a large R in an oval in the left upper comer. The instructions 
are in two lines of Roman capitals of 2} mm., the one measuring 109 mm., 
and the other 88 mm. There is a comma after r e g is t e r e d , and a full 
stop at the end of the second line. The type of the legend in the stamp 
frame is similar to that in sizes F and G, and there is no stop after herb.

Up to the present time (September, 1884) the old stock of sizes I and К does 
not appear to have become exhausted, as no fresh issue has been seen.

«t . v»yb-lÍÂ 1 *■ г' л -------- ------ 'rftf-
Synopsis, j

Flap scalloped ; seams serrated, Stamp dated. Instructions in one line, 
without any stop at the end. Paper, azure wove

•7"

tfts: -İS

Çİ) Instructions in block type of If mm., as in I. (2) and II. (1) of the . 
provisional issue. /  V

_ 1 *• 1st April, 1878. /
Size F. Instructions measuring 118} mm., blue. J
Size G. Instructions measuring 118} mm., blue (shades). /

(2) Instructions in block type of 2 mm., as in 1. (3) and П. (2) «1 the 
provisional issue.

1st April, 1878. •
Size F. Instructions measuring 119 to 121 mm., blue. 4 /
Size G. Instructions measuring 119 to 121 mm., blue (shades). VV

II.
Flap scalloped. Stamp dated. Instructions in two lines, followed by a 

full stop. Stamp-frame in right upper comer, varying in size, enclosing 
legend in block type, varying from 1} to l j  mm., with no stop at the end. 
Paper, azure wove.

w

(1) Seams serrated. Instructions in block type of 2} mm., with initial 
letters of 3 } mm., and registered measuring 18 mm.

1st June, 1878. —  ,  •
Size F. Instructions measuring 97 and 77 mm., blue (shades). *
Size G. Instructions measuring 97 to 98 and 77 to 78 mm., bine (shades).>/

A
(2) Seams serrated. Instructions in block type of 2} mm., with initial 

letters of 3 mm., and r e g ist e r e d  measuring 16 mm.
1st. June, 1878.

Size F. Instructions measuring 97 and 77 mm., light blue. W  '
Size G. Instructions measuring 97 to 98 and 77 to 78 mm., light blue. ✓

(3) Seams scalloped. Instructions in thick close block type of 3J mm.
1st June, 1878. .

. Size H. Instructions measuring 145 and 111 mm., blue (shades).* *w
* A  specimen hae been shown to ns in which the crossed lines and the inscriptions оц 

the face are all wanting, though the crossed lines are printed on the hack. This CSB 
scarcely be classed as a variety, being clearly doe to an oversight of the printer.
OU» '-iw  *

У

14 «счалил ' fUL I



(4) Seams scalloped. Instructions in open
. 1st June, 1878,

Size I. Instructions measuring 181 
Size K. Instructions measuring 181 and 146 mm., blue.

block type of 3 mm. V y-- »-i ■ Ç • ~>8 I  
i. ЪО-S jA  JføJqi . ƒ%' [Уí /,
and 146 mm., blue. *  '

III.
Flap plain. Instructions in two lines, followed by a full stop. H*‘ ~ r  

frame varying in size, enclosing legend ш block type, varying from I f  to ^
11 mm tjii+k пл efnn af fka апл Ponor OTUM VAvo1} mm., withno stop at the enď. Paper, azure wove.

(1) Seams serrated Stamp dated. Instructions in block type of 2$ m :  
with initial letters of 3} mm., and registered measuring 18jpm.

September, 1878.
Size F. Instructions measuring 97 and 77 mm., blue and light blue, у ,

March, 1879. . ' Jf
Instructions measuring 96 to 99 and 77 to 78 mm., bine andughtbfpe.^

V a r i e t y . ,
June, 1879. Лл I b v

Size F. No stop after instructions, dark mue and blue. > Jrç:

SizeQ.

I (2) Seams serrated. 8tamp dated. Instructions in block type of 2f 
I with initial letters of 3 mm., and registered measuring 16_mm.

1879.
Size F. Instructions measuring 96 to 101 mm. and 77 to 79 mm., light Ыоа^ 
Size G. Instructions measuring 95 to 79 mm. and 77 to 78 mm. „

(3) Seams scalloped. Ins" i in thick, close block type of 3 { mm. 
1879.

Size H. Instructions measuring 144 and 111 uim., bine and light blue.

(4) Seams scalloped. 

Size 1.

V
Instructions in open block type of 3 mm.

1881.
Instructions measuring 181 and 146 mm., blue,,

1879. ,
Size K. Instructions.measuring 181 and 146 mm., blue, w

(5) Same as (11. but starno not dated.
March, 1882. J

’ Size G. Instructions measuring 96 to 99 and 77 to 78 mm., blue and light bine;

11 rW-.re-(6) Same as (2), but stamp not dated
March, 1882. .

Slze G. Instructions measuring 95 to 97 mm and 77 to 78 m m , light blue.
, Varieties. . . .

(a) Seams serrated. Stamp dated Instructions in block type of 2f m m , 
the portion to the JøfLof toe vertical cross-line having л Ш ш  letten of
3 mm., ánd that to the right initial letters of 3J mm. No stop after f

Instructions measuring 98 and 77 mm., light blue.
Í^Stamp dated. Instructions in block type of 2J mm , 
Ppf the vertical cross-line having initial letters of 3 } mm., 
initial letters of 3 mm. Stop after instructions.

íet /
«4 t*i4Æ [
*.

M
İçru. (•

instructions.

Size F
(6) Seams se 

' the portion to thi 
and that to the

tA iu*

/, 1880. \jJ
tv' Size G. Instructions measuring 95 and 77 mm., light bina 

1 v  It is probable that Size G exists in Variety (я) and Size F in V ariety^ f^ . —ч ....
Varieties have been made of an imperfect impression of Size F jíť& nd of

Variety (6), where, after the word r e g is t e r e d  in the frame, there are two ’  _
stops resembling я colon.*- An examination of several specimens shows that 'U w '

due to accidental causes, as the upper point is misshapén, and is not

f i . » ) *

. -

immediately above the lower one.
IV. "TUal̂  i l

Flap plain. Seams plain. Stamp dated ^Instruction^ in three lm »  of «
block type of 2 mm., measuring 100, 100, and 81 mm. Full stop after Я  
and-delivery. Paper, white wove. ~

(1) Stamp frame measuring 22 by 24 mm., with legend in block type of 
, 1J mm., and with stop at the end
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deemed satisfactory. It must be borne in mind that the certifi
cate was only a proof that a letter had been put into the post at 
a certain time, and was more especially useful where letters had 
been entrusted to messengers to post, which must necessarily 
bave been done at a post-office or receiving-house in order to 
obtain the stamp to the certificate ; but as the charge for the 
certificate amounted frequently to 50 per cent of-the cost o f the 
postage, the system failed to attract the favour o f the public. It 
appears that the average daily number of certificates granted at 
Liverpool was twenty-seven; and when, on the 1st January, 
1878, the reduced registration-fee came into operation, the 
average daily number fell to twenty-one, and in March declined 
to fourteen. “  The system having failed to meet any demand on 
the part of the public," as stated in the Postmaster-General's 
Report for the year 1878-9, was abandoned.

In consequence of representations made to the Postmaster
General in 1880, a farther experimental issue of these certificates 
was commenced on 1st January, 1881, limited to Glasgow. The 
design is exactly similar to that o f the former issue, from which 
it can only he distinguished by the date o f the printing, 
and by the initials o f the printer and the number printed 
(15,000), being on the back of the certificate, and not on the 
front, as was the case with the first issue. £) ^  f  a. £ * »

4. Official Envelopes, & o .

Before quitting this branch o f our subject we will add a few
words regarding a class o f stamps which, though not having in 
reality any postal significance, have yet become the object of 
collection among certain amateurs who do not appear to limit 
their collecting to postage adhesive stamps, envelopes, &c., but 
aspire to «ten d  it to the collection, not only o f every thing which 
tarries »o h je e t free o f postage, hut also to things which rather 

irtainA the internal administration o f the Poet-office, and the 
RachjØry it employe in carrying out its vast business. From

Я> ( ťTM /
. Iu Üaİ  Й Л и  «■?

I (i •' ^

f *-  «  ь к ъ  о. а  с , $ *•
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these we w ill only single out two ; viz., “  official envelopes " and 
“ postal orders"— the first because it was made the subject of 
a careful, though imperfect, monograph,* and the second because 
money orders clothed with a stamp, though in reality a tax 
under the guise o f a stamp, have been in use for a long period 
in many parts of the Continent, and by some process, with which 
we are unacquainted, have found their way into collections of 
postage stamps.

1. Every Official Department in the State is furnished with 
envelopes of various sizes, on the upper flaps of which are 
embossed the Royal Arms, with the name of the particular 
office to which they are appropriated. Some of these envelopes 
alsó bear a printed inscription that the Communication is Official 
or “  On Her Majesty's Service,” together with the name of the 
office from which they emanate. Formerly an account was kept 
o f the postage payable in respect of such communications, and 
was defrayed by an annual vote o f Parliament, but at the 
present time they are entitled to pass through the post as if 
prepaid, under certain rules that have been laid down for 
evidencing their origin, which is ordinarily done by a hand
stamp bearing the fa cs im ile  signature o f the Official or of some 

y. one in the Department who is charged with the service Thus 
h u t u t -  , the letters o f the Lord Chancellor, the Attorney and Solidtor

** j r - Generale, the Paymaster-General, the Registrar-General, the 
Registrar of Friendly Societies, the Registrar o f Trades’ Marks, 

v Sk . &C., are stamped with the band-stamp of these functionaries,
h r s l . and on arriving at the Post-office are etamped, ipşo fa d o , in »d

6 ' - . vrifVk a oforrm « nvvims t. dа тп и Плттппш'лоНлпа АТТШПяЬиШwith a stamp “  official paid .”  Communications emanating 
from the Treasury, the Home, Foreign, Colonial, India, and War 
Offices, the Inland Revenue Department, the Council Office, åx. 
Sk . ,  commonly bear a hand-stamp of the fa cs im ile  signature of 
one or more of the officials in the Department whose particular 
province it is to control the correspondence sent out, while other 
Offices, snch as the Admiralty, the Board o f Trade, &c., make 
use of a band-stamp with a special device.. A ll these communi

* See Stamp Collector's Magazine, voL ix. p. 177.



Julv, 1881. “
Size F. Dark blue and blue (shades), r

(2) Stamp-frame measuring 214 by 25 mm., with legend in block type of 
1 mm. No stop at the end.

October, 1881.
Size F. Blue (shades). ' /

R I T " - —
Seams plain. Large R in upper left comer. Paper, white

V/

\
Flap plain, 

wove.
(1 ) Instructions in two lines of 77 mm. each in block type of 1} mm., with 

full stop at the end. /Legend in the stamp-fnune in similar type.
(a) Stamp dated. [Stamp-frame measuring 21 £ and 22 by 24£ mm.

October, 1881.
Size F. Stop after registered and herb. Blue, light and French blue. <  

„  No stop after „  „ Blue ana light blue ^
Varieties.

1. Stop after resisterei) aud here, but no stop after instrnctjnns. 'At
« 8 1 .

Size F. Pale blue. *f U^-.i fu .
2. Stop after registered and here. Figure 2 on stamp inverted. 

February, 1882.

3. No stop after registered or here.

Feoruaiy, 1882. л  
Size F. Pale blue. /  ̂  W i i lT  Ý

. _ stereo or here. Figure 2 on stamp inverted.
b A X ' J n f b -  * 4 "  p eén & iT Я в & Р 1 f f î t ţ ,  , t  e. f  f i  i ' - ı C

(b) Stamp not dated.
Size F. Pale blue.

Stamp frame measuring 22 by 24 mm. 
March, 1882.

R

Size F. Stop after here, blue (shades). - 
„  No stop after „  „  „

Variety. ’
Size F. Colon after here, blue.

(e) Stamp not dated. Stamp frame measuring 21£ by 23£ mm.
Size F. Stop after h e r b , blue. •<

(2) Stamp not dated. Instructions in two lines of 101 mm. in bloek type 
of 2 mm., with legend in stamp-frame in block type of IJ mm. R in block 
type of 16 mm. Full stop after instructions and after here.

Jaly, 1882. r  
Size Q. Blue (shades). ’

(3) Stamp not dated. Instructions in two lines of 98 and 75 mm. in block
type of li  mm., with legend in stamp-frame in similar type. R in block 
type of 16 mm. Comma after registered, and full stop at the end d  the 
instructions. No stop after here. .

. July, 1882.
Size Q. Blue and light blue. 4

VI.
Large block letter R of l£mm. enclosed in an upright oval in left upper 

angle. Flap to the right plain. Seams plain. Stamp not dated. Instruc
tions in two lines, with stop at the end. Stamp-frame measuring 22 by 
24 mm., enclosing legend in block type of l i  mm., without stop after н а м . 

,i Paper, cream-coloured wove.
Í, f instructions in two lines of 92 and 72 mm. in block type of l i  mm.,
‘ * ‘ with comma after registered.

«  January, 1883.
r  Size Q. Blue and French blue (shades). y

(2) Instructions in two lines of 81 and 64 mm. in block type of l i  mm. 
No stop after r e g is t e r e d .

March. 1883. ,
, Size F. Freuen blue (shades). /

(3) Instructions in two lines of 110 and 88 mm. in Roman capitals 
2£ mm. Comma after registered.

December, 1883.
Size H. French blue (shades).



'ff' -  - ' -v
VII.

Letter B in oval, flap, [seama and stamp as in VI. Stop at end of instruc
tions, which measure 79'and 66 mm. in slze F, and 89 and 67 mm. in size G. 
Stop after навя in legend in stamp-frame, which measures 21} x 22} mm in 
size F, and 21} x 25 in size G. Paper white wove, thicker than in VI.

b  \_1 J o ia w W -------June, 1884. *
Size F. French blue (г

t v

Ù

Size G.

H

I

(shades). 
» ✓
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Paye f i i ,  latí line. Mr. Chetwynd, who held the important office of 
Accountant-General to the Post Office, died in December, 1862.
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The following alteration has been made i»  the Rules since the 
present issue was printed.

Inland Registered Letter Post.

FURTHER FACILITIES FOR INSURANCE.

.• WATCHES AND JEW ELLERY.

(1) With the view of affording farther facilities for the transmission
of watches, jewellery, and other small articles of valne in Registered 
Letters, compensation for loss or damage to an amount not exceeding 
£õ will be given without extra payment beyond the Registration Pee 
and the Letter Postage. In the case o f letters containing coin, compensation 
will still be given up to £2 only. '

(2) The arrangement ander which, for а fee of 2<L, compensation will 
be given for loss or damage to an amount not exceeding £10 will 
continue, and, except as altered by this Notice, the existing rules as to 
compensation for loss and damage of Registered Letters will remain 
in force.

The public are reminded that, to secure compensation for damage, 
Registered Lettere must.be securely packed, and the words “ Fragile, 
with Care" must appear on the cover; in Bold tpd legible characters. 
These words should, when possible, be inserted above the address.

N.B.—When a Registered Letter is posted a certificate of posting is 
always given, and when it is delivered a receipt is always taken.

INLAND PARCEL POST-WATCHES & JEWELLERY.

(3) In view of the foregoing regulations, all Packets containing * 
Watches or Jewellery should be sent by the Registered Letter Post 
The Insurance of sucn artides by Parcel Post is accordingly forbidden, 
sad compensation in respect thereof will in no case be paid.

P o ssa, wt. Kros. m ır. D. a s

Post Office N otices.------The Postmasler-
Oenerml has issued a circolar stating that as Christmas 
approaches a large increase always takes place in the 
"m" b"  insufficiently, prepaid letters, books, andnumber of 
«speciali 
abroad, 
transna

1 v * S l l C U S U V i V U V I J  f  I V S S L I  O f  U V V 1 Ö I

lily newspspe rs which are posted for pia 
. Ţhe insufficiently prepaid letters for ini 
inion likewise gTeatly increase in number,

for places 
'  inland

_ „ ír, and
more particularly those containing Christmas cards, 
which are usually heavier than ordinary letters. He, 
therefore, asks the public to make sure that their 
Christmas letters and parcels are fully prepaid. 
Another circular just issued by the Post Uffice states 
,*hat on December 1 the maximum limit of insurance 
value for compensation in the case of the loss or 
carnage of inland registered postal packets .parcel* 

will be raised from £25 to £50. The fees 
W*ble on registration and the respective limits of 
compensstion will be as follows :—For a fee of 2d., 
Iris1* ,°* compensation, £6 ; for 3d., £10 : for 4d., 
i i5 M ’ *20 ? fop 6d., £25 ; for 7d., £30 ; fot

,5 b  : for 9d., £40 ; for 10d., £45 ; for lid .,
! ш  T“e** feea are In addition to the ordinary 
, |~*7*fe payable on each postal packet, hut they 

nelade the ordinary registration fee of 2d. Com- 
P*h*etion up to £2 is granted in the casa of the loss 
r carnage of ordinaiy inland parcels, without the pay- 

°f any fee beyond the ordinary postage.
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8 o ’ clock) he fonod the box Oro lieu open. Tht> 
had been opened at the hinges and not unlocked, 
the drawers had been ransacked too, and the gt 
were scattered about the room. The letter of insti 
tion from Mr. Dodd was with the papers. The wih 
informed the police, and he found that the cash
in which were the tickets from Mr, Dodd and a 
money and jewelry were missing. There woalc 
about £2 15s. of Mr. Dodd’ s money and about £1! 
his. The remainder of the tickets and the letter ş 
also gone with the box. He did not know positi' 
whether he had since seen the tall roan to when 
paid the money. He thought he saw him one n. 
coming out of a cab which stopped at the Hyde-t 
Club, but he was not aure. He did not know wha 
that was before or after the robbery.

Cross-examined by Mr. Finlay, the witness cc 
not say when be was first put into communie»' 
with the solicitor to the petitioner. He had been 
his shop that any persons having transactions 
this kind ”  at elections were liable to get into g 
and he went to Mr. Dale and asked his advice. 1 
wight have been iu September, but be thought it 
October. Mr. Dale was a shoemaker close to I 
He took him down to Mr. Munro.

Did you seek his advice to avoid the d»n»* 
getting into gaol ?—It was to avoid getting 
trouble. ,
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES.

cations, on arriving at the Post-office, are in like manner 
stamped as paid, and pass free to their destination.

In every separate department of the Post-office there is at 
least one chief officer who franks the correspondence emanating 
from that particular department, which is subsequently hand- 
stamped “  o f f i c i a l  p a i d , "  but the ordinary business of the 
“ Returned Letter O ffice" is carried on by simply enclosing 
returned letters in an official cover, on 
which no hand-stamp is impressed. The 
present practice, however, dates only from 
a few years back. Formerly a returned 
letter was encloeed to the writer in an 
envelope with the Royal Arms embossed 
on the flap with the addition o f “ Returned 
Letter Branch," or “  Office,”  o f which 
there are many different types. Hence appears to have sprung 
np a notion that some franking, or at least some postal virtue, 
existed in the seal giving the letter a right o f passing free 
through the poet, a notion, however, so erroneous that it is 
only necessary to say that all such envelopes are simply part 
and parcel o f the internal economy and management o f the 
Post-office, the collection of which ranks in the same category 
as that of any other of the forms issued by the Post-office for 
the transaction o f its daily business.

2. The average value o f each inland money order issued by 
the Post-office being found to be about thirty shillings, it is 
clear that, considering the amount so transmitted through the 
port compared with the number issued, the great bulk of the 
business is due to the large number o f orders for very small 
amounts, and as a boon to the community the experiment was 
hied a few yean back o f reducing the tax upon them. This 
resulted in an absolute loss to the Poet-office, and in 1876 
the tax was raised. The increase o f the tax was, however, 
followed by the necessary consequence, a decrease in the busi- 
U68S. To obviate this, and at the same time to develop« the 
hansmiaeion of small snms, fMr. Chetwynd, the Accountant

- '  p 2
/Йл. tv fr  )



General to the Post-office, put forward a scheme for Postal 
Notes, representing small sums up to £1 , subjected to a 
poundage-tax according to their value. The scheme was 
brought before Parliament in 1879, but the Bill was not 
passed ; but it was again brought forward in 1880, and 
became law under the title o f the “  Postoffice (Money Oiders) 
Act, 1880,” 43 and 44 Viet. c. 33. By this Act the Poet 
master-G eneral, with the consent of the Treasury, was authorised 
to issue orders in the form set forth in the Act, for the purpose 
o f the transmission of small sums, in addition to the money 
ordere already authorised by law. These postal orders are 
exempted from stamp duty, but are subjected to a poundage 
on the following scale ; viz. : O f one halfpenny on orders for la. 
and la  6d. ; of one penny on orders o f 2s. 6cL, ös., and 7a 6d. ; 
and o f twopence on those of 10s., 12a 6d., 15s., 17s. 6cL, and 
£1.

The “ Postal Ordere” were issued to the public on 1st 
January, 1881, and consist of an elaborate design printed in 
blue on thin white paper, the paper for each value hearing the 
watermark “ Postal Order,” with the value in fu ll The whole 
of the design is enclosed in a border composed of a zig-zag 
pattern in which the value in full is repeated many times in 
small letters, and on the left is a compartment marked off by a 
similar border, in the upper part o f which is the head of the 
Queen, while the lower portion is left blank for шthe hand
stamp o f the paying office. Various directions are printed on 
the face, and it is payable at any Postoffice that may he 
designated, within three months from the date o f issue. The 
value in full is in the body o f the note, and also on a tablet, in 
the upper part, which, as also the amount o f the poundage 
inserted below the head o f the Queen, are alf*printed[by » 
second passing through the press.

The design and execution of the work are by Mesara De I* 
Rue and Co., and in both respects reflect great credit upon 
them.

Page 212, last paragraph in the page. The design and execution of Jbe
Postal Orders ” is attributed by mistake to Messia. De La Rue sud w 

That firm supplied the caper only, the work itself being done for the P«*- 
-office by the Bank of England.
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SECTION L 

NEWSPAPER STAMPS.

Although the Postoffice possessed the exclusive privilege o f 
conveying letters at certain rates fixed by the legislature, except 
when entrusted to a private friend for delivery, or sent by 
express, yet it neither had, nor ever claimed to have, any similar 
privilege with respect to the conveyance of newspapers or other 
printed matter. As has been already mentioned,* newspapers 
were taxed with a duty as early as the reign of Queen Anne,, 
and contjnued.to be so taxed down to the year 1855. In con- 
dderation o f this tax they were conveyed by the Post-office free 
of postage charges, the written newsletters, so graphically de
scribed in Lord Macaulay’s H istory o f  Ettgland^b& vm g been 
the ordinary medium of news, until in the reign o f Queen Anne 
they were superseded by printed newspapers, though these are 
níet with occasionally as early as the reign of Elizabeth.

The operation of the Act o f 1839 establishing the uniform 
fate of postage was confined to the postage on letters, and made 
no alteration in the legislation then in force with regard to the 
conveyance o f newspapers, which continued to be governed by 
the provisions of the Act 6 and 7 W ill IV. c. 76. By this A ct. y fiiL  )  
the duties imposed by previous legislation were altered and 
greatly reduced, being thereby fixed at one penny for a sheet

* Sup. p. 16.



containing on one side not more than 1,530 superficial inches of 
letterpress, and at one halfpenny for each supplement not con
taining on one side more than 765 superficial inches. When 
the newspaper consisted o f more than 1,530 superficial inches, 
and did not exceed 2,295, the duty was fixed at three halfpence; 
while if  it exceeded 2,295 superficial inches the duty was two
pence. The payment of these duties was denoted by a stamp 
impressed by the officers of the Inland Revenue Department on 
the sheet on which the newspaper was subsequently printed, and 
the Act provided that after the 31st December, 1836, no news
paper should be printed on paper which was not stamped as 
required by the A ct The impression was uniformly made in 
red by means o f a hand stamp,* except in one instance, which 
will be referred to more particularly hereafter.

The A ct also provided that there should be & separate stamp 
for each newspaper, the die for which should be prepared under 
the direction of the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes at the 
cost o f the proprietor o f the newspaper. In the case of all 
the hand-etampe, the dies, as the records of those sanctioned by 
the Commissioners show, were composite; that is, the centre 
consisted o f a design common to ah, while the name of the 
newspaper was added at the side. A  letter and number are 
found in the upper part o f the central portion of the impres
sion, but this is merely the number of the die, and has nothing 
to do with the appropriation o f the die to any particular 
newspaper.

These impressed stamps were not of a hybrid character, that 
is, partly fiscal and partly postal ; for not only was the tax 
represented by the stamp an undivided one, but no newspaper 
could be published, either for distribution by hand or by post, 
otherwise than on paper duly stamped with the entire duty.

• This rather primitive mode of impressing the stamp continued up t* 
the time when the Stamping Department was put under the s u p e r i n t e n 
dence of Mr. Edwin Hill, who invented a clever little machine worked 
by steam for the purpose. There were eight or nine of these maciimra at 
work, and they saved a vast deal of manual labour, effecting an economy 
in wages of about £2,000 a year.

2 1 4  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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The stamp must be regarded as one purely fiscal, but at the same 
time carrying with it a certain privilege, in virtue of which the 
newspaper was admitted to free conveyance by the post.

In the year 1855 the Government, of which Lord Palmerston 
* was the head, resolved to abolish the duty chargeable on news

papers, and it became necessary to make provision for their 
transmission by the post, inasmuch as if the stamp denoting 
the duty were done away with the privilege of free postage 
attached to it would necessarily drop. In order therefore to 
preserve this privilege, and at the same time to repeal the duty, 
the Act 18 Viet., c. 27, passed on the 15th June, 1855, enacted 
that after 14 days from the passing o f it, it should not be 
compulsory (except for the purpose of free transmission through 
the post), to print any newspaper on paper stamped for denoting 
the duties imposed on newspapers; and further, that every 
periodical" publication which should be printed within the 
United Kingdom on paper stamped for denoting the rate of 
duty imposed under the provisions of the Act 6 and 7 WilL 
iv., c. 76, should be entitled to enjoy the privilege of transmis
sion and re-transmission by the poet between places in the 
United Kingdom postage free for the space o f fifteen days from 
the date o f publication. The Act did not confine the privilege 
to newspapers properly so called, but extended it to any 
“ periodical publication” printed and published at intervals not 
exceeding 31 days. Provision was also made that the pro
prietor or printer of any such periodical publication might 
send to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, or to such 
person as they appointed for the purpose, any quantity o f paper 
to be stamped with an appropriated die, the cost of which was 
to be defrayed by the party sending the paper to be stamped.

Previously to the year 1855 printed matter was not generally 
transmissible through the post, except at the ordinary letter 
rate. The w Book Poet,” as it was termed, had been instituted 
by a Treasury Warrant of the 7th February, 1848, under the 
provisions of which packets consisting o f a single printed 
review or pamphlet, the several sheets o f which, when more
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than one, were sewn or bound together, were admitted to peas 
through the post at the rate of 6d. per lb., provided that the 
packet was span at the ends, and not so closed as to prohibit 
the inspection o f the contents. But little alteration was 
in these regulations until the year 1855, when it became neces- 
вагу, in consequence of the abolition o f the duty on newspapers, 
to give the Book Post a new organization. Accordingly a 
Treasury Warrant was issued, dated the 4th June, 1855, which 
came into operation on the 11th o f the ваше month, fixing the 
rates o f conveyance by the poet o f books, printed matter, 
manuscripts, dec., under certain limitations as to the size of the 
packets. There rates were as follows :

Not exceeding 4 oz., Id.
Exceeding 4 oz. and „  „  8 oz., 2d.

,, 8 oz- ,, ,, ,, 16 oz., 4d.
„  16 oz. „  „  „  24 oz., 6d.
„  24 oz. „  „  „  32 oz., 8tL

And for every additional ţ  lb., and every fractional part of every 
such additional £  lb., an additional rate o f 2d.

The Act 18 Viet. c. 27 having received the Royal Assent on 
the 15th June, 1855, another Treasury Warrant was issued on 
30th June, containing regulations for the transmission of news
papers by the Book Post, at the same rates as were prescribed 
by the last-mentioned Warrant o f the 4th June.

The effect of the Act 18 Viet. c. 27, coupled with the 
regulations made by the above-mentioned Treasury Warrants, 
was that two modes of transmitting a newspaper were open to 
the render, the one dependent on the weight irrespective of the 
size of the sheet, and the other dependent on the size of the sheet 
irrespective of its weight ; for he could either avail himself of 
the Book Post rates, in which care the postage must be prepaid 
by ordinary postage stamps at the rate o f one penny when the 
weight did not exceed 4 oz., of twopence where it exceeded 
4 oz. and was under 8 oz., &c., or he could rend a stamped copy 
o f the newspaper, for which he paid the extra charge for the
stamp on the purchase o f it. This latter mode possessed an
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advantage not shared by the former, as the impressed stamp 
entitled the newspaper to free transmission and retransmission 
through the post as frequently as was desired during the space 
of fifteen days from the date o f publication, while the former 
mode allowed only a single transmission according to weight, 
but irrespective o f the date o f publication. By reference to the 
reports of the Poetmasters-General it is evident that the former 
mode was that which was principally made use o f by the public.

When the Act 18 Y ict c. 27 came into operation some of 
the newspapers which were supplied with paper already 
stamped used up their stock in hand. W ith these we do not 
propose to deal, confining our attention simply to the con
sideration of those stamps which, after the abolition o f the 
duty in 1855, were impressed upon periodical publications for 
purposes solely and exclusively postal 

These Stamps were of two kinds :

1 . T h o s e  I m p r e s s e d  b t  a  H a n d -s t a m p . *

D e s ig n .— The design o f the stamp employed for this purpose 
consisted o f a rose, shamrock, and thistle, surmounted by a 
Crown, while below was the motto, d i e u  e t  m o k  d r o it ,  the 
whole being on a mantle. Above and below were scrolls, on 
which was inscribed the value in full— o n e  p e n n y  or t h b e b - 

h a l o t n c x , as the case might be.t On the left side was the 
name of the newspaper or periodical publication reading up
wards, and on the right side n e w s p a p e r  or p e b i o d i c a i  f u b l i c a - 

nox, as the case might be, reading downwards. (Figs. 1 and 3.) 
The stamp with which the impression was made was a com

* For the sake of distinction we have called this a “ hand-stamp,” though 
m reality it was, as we have seen, impressed by the aid of machinery.

t Prior to the Act of 1855 the only values of this stamp in use under 
the provisions of the Act 6 and 7 Will. IV. c. 78, were one penny for a 
'heet of the size specified, and one halfpenny for a supplement. On the 
°te penny stamp, impressed at Somerset House, the letter A is found on 
one side of the Crown, and the distinguishing number of the die on the 
other side, while in that of one halfpenny the letter is c. When the Act 
of 1855 came into operation the one halfpenny stamp ceased to be used,
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ponte one, similar to that employed previously to the passing of 
, the Act 18 Viet. c. 27, the central portion, in which also the 

number of the die is inserted, being introduced into the special 
stamp belonging to the particular newspaper.

I mpression.— The impression was made by the Tnl«™j 
Revenue Department on the sheets intended to be printed on 
in the same manner as had been done previously to the aboli
tion of the duties, and was во placed on the sheet that when it 
was folded for transmission by post the stamp should be exposed 
to view, otherwise the newspaper would be liable to be charged 
with postage.

The colour of the impression, which for some time previously 
had been carmine-red, was changed to vermilion-red, and was 
made in ordinary printer's ink.

SYNOPSIS.
1st July, 1865, to 30th September, 1870. One penny.

For an ordinary sized sheet. (  ]

1st July, 1856, to 30th September, 1870. Three-halfpence.
! For a huge sized sheet f ^

2 .  T h o s e  w h i c h  w e r e  T y p e - p r i n t e d .

The history o f this issue forma a curious commentary on the 
mode in which, at times, what Mr. C. Dickens termed the 
“  Circumlocution Office,”  is found to he a dog upon progress.

After the invention o f Fourdrinier, by which paper was 
manufactured in continuous rolls, attempts were made to con
struct machines by which it could be printed upon without the 
necessity of previously dividing it into sheets. As early as 
1835 Sir Rowland Hill, assisted by his brother, Mr. Edwin 
H ill, invented a printing machine for this purpose, and took
and the impressed stampa then employed were of the valnee of one pens; 
and three-halfpence, according to  the size of the sheet to be printed on. 
The one penny bore the letter в, and the three-halfpence the letter U 
when impressed at Somerset House. Other letters were made nse of for 
the stamps printed at the offices of the Inland Revenue at Manchester, 
and also at the offioes in Scotland and Ireland.
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out a patent for the invention. Evidently thie invention -was 
ggpecially adapted to the printing o f newspapers ; but as it was 
necessary that these should be printed on sheets of stamped 
paper, it was impossible to apply it to this purpose. In 1836 
Sir Rowland Hill memorialized the Lords of the Treasury to 
insert a clause in the Stamp БШ then passing through Parlia
ment, authorizing the printer of a newspaper to stamp his own 
paper, provided that he could satisfy the Commissioners of 
Stamps and Taxes that no danger o f fraud to the revenue would 
arise. The Treasury refused to comply with the memorial, con
sidering that there were insuperable objections to the plan. W e  
give the sequel in the words o f Mr. Pearson H ill, the only son 
of 8ir Rowland Hill : “  It may not be without interest to show 
bow very easily * insuperable ’ official objections can he overcome 
when those who raise them desire it  Many years afterwards, 
when the proprietors of a London newspaper (T he Tim es) were 
making improvements in their printing machinery, and required 
the very facility for which my father had vainly contended, the 
Board of Inland Revenue, as I am told, on looking into the 
Âet of Parliament on the matter, found that though the printing 
of the impressed stamp at the same time as the rest o f the news
paper was clearly illegal, the only parties who could proceed 
■gainst any newspaper were the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue themselves. Now, as the Commissioners had made up 
their minds to allow the change, not only was an intimation 
given to the proprietors o f the newspaper in question that they 
would not he interfered with, but the officers of the stamp office—  
Mr. Edwin Hill especially— gave most valuable assistance in carry
ing out the improved, though decidedly illegal, arrangement.” * 

The mode in which the stamp was applied was as follows : 
The die was under the charge of an official o f the Inland 
Revenue Department, who was always present daring the process 
of printing the newspaper. The die was inserted in the form 

the right upper comer of the first page ; and as one copy of 
the newspapet was printed at each revolution o f the machine, a 

• Life of Sir Rowland Hill, voL L p. 280.



tell-tale attached to it ehowed the number of copies 0j  
W hen the Act 18 Viet. c. 27 came into operation, and the stamp 
was only necessary on those copies which it was desired shonld 
enjoy the postal privilege authorized by the Act, the die wu 
removed by the officer when sufficient stamped copies had been 
printed, and the printing o f the unstamped1 copies was then 
proceeded with. •

It was in the year 1853 that this privilege of printing the 
stamp with the newspaper was granted to the Tim es. In 1856 
a similar privilege was granted to the Stam ford M ercury, and 
in 1860 to the Illu stra ted  London N ew s.

The mode in which the stamp was applied to the Stamford 
M ercury  and the Illu stra ted  London N ew s differed somewhat 
from that made use o f in printing the Tim es. apparata  ̂
duo to the inventive skill o f Mr. Edwin Hill^ so secured the 
dies that, while they could not be removed, they could be 
worked or not at the pleasure o f the printers o f the paper, but 
when worked the machine of necessity actuated the counter of 
tell-tale. It was very ingenious, and never known to fail v

Four values of the type-printed stamps are to be found ; viz., 
one halfpenny, one penny, three-halfpence, and twopence. The 
first of these was, however, only applicable to a half-sheet sup 
plement, and was solely employed by the Tim es, having been first 
used by that newspaper on the 9th November, 1853. When the 
Act 18 Viet. c. 27 came into operation on the 1st July, 1855, 
this stamp ceased to be used, as supplements o f half-sheets wen 
then no longer issued. Still, as it forms one o f this class of 
stamps, we have included it in our description of them, though 
from careful searches made through the files of the Times ws 
are satisfied that it was never employed after the 30th June, 
1855, and consequently can only be regarded as a fiscal stamp

The one penny stamp was first employed by the Times on 
18th October, 1853, but continued to be used after the Act 
18 Viet. c. 27 came into operation for all such copies as wen 
intended to be forwarded by post under the provisions of that 
A ct
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L Тцв One Halfpenny.
D esign.— The design o f the one halfpenny stamp, which was 

only employed^by the Tim es newspaper^waa similar to that of 
the one penny employed by  the same newspaper, and is » 
flattened circle, as shown in fig. 2, the inscriptions thi 
t i m e s  and s u p p l e m e n t  being inserted in two crescents. In the 
centre are two branches, one of oak and the other of laurel, 
following the curves o f the interior, starting from a knot of 
ribbon at the bottom bearing the inscription d i e u  e t  n o n  dboit, 

Between the upper extremities of these branches is a Crown, 
with the letter H. on one side and the numeral 1 on the other 
side o f the Crown as distinguishing marks of the die.

This stamp, unlike the other values, was impressed in the 
right lower corner o f the last page o f the supplement

IL  The One Penny.
D e s i g n .— There were two distinct designs o f  this stamp :
First, that employed by the Tim es, which was identical is 

design with that of the one halfpenny, except that the word 
n e w s p a p e r  was substituted for s u p p l e m e n t , and the value one 

p e n n y  inserted in two lines under the Crown in lieu of one 

h a l f p e n n y . (See fig. 4.) The die was numbered G. 1 ; hut 
at the end of the year 1858 another die was brought into u» 
numbered G. 3, of a similar design with the first die, but with 
some trifling modifications o f the details.

The second design consists of a double oval or flattened circle, 
between the inner and outer lines of which is the name of the 
newspaper in the upper and n e w s p a p e r  in the lower part 
W ithin the oval are two branches, one of oak and the other of 
laurel, bending so as to follow the curves, and connected together 
at the starting-point hy a knot of ribbon bearing the inscription 
d i e u  e t  m o n  d r o i t . Between the upper extremities of the« 
branches is a Crown, on one side o f which are the die letters, and 
the numbers on the other. Under the Crown is the value, os*
PENNY.
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There are two dies o f this stamp (fig. 7), as used by the 
I l lu s t r a t e d  London N ew s, numbered respectively N. 1 and N. 
2, iKflfarmg from one another in details only. The stamp em
ployed for the Stam ford M ercury  (tig. 12) was numbered Q. 1.*

III. T h e  T h r e e - h a l f p e n c e .

The general design of this stamp is that o f an elliptical arch, 
with the value three-halfpence in a straight label at the foot. 
There are two principal designs, one of which was employed for 
the Times, and the other for the Illustra ted  London N ew s.

1. The design o f that employed by the Tim es in July, 1855, 
consists of an elliptical arch, in which is the inscription t h e  

Tuns n e w s p a p e r  and the value t h r e e -h a l f p e n c e  in a straight 
label below. (See fig. 5.) In the interior are two branches, one 
of oak the other of laurel, connected at the starting-point by a 
knot of ribbon bearing the inscription d i e d  e t  m o n  d r o i t ,  hom 
which springs a spray of rose; while the thistle and shamrock 
are found on either side. Between the upper extremities o f the 
branches is a Crown, with the letter and number of the die K . 1 
on either side. A  second die was brought into use at the end 
of 1858 with the letter and number IL 3, the design o f which 
differs only in some small details.

2. The design o f that employed by the Illustrated  London
Nem (fig. 8) is very similar, save that the whole space on the 
arch is filled by the title of the newspaper, and the word n e w s 

paper is inserted immediately above the label, on which is the 
value in full, thus necessitating a different arrangement o f the 
dements composing the design. There are two dies o f this 
value for this newspaper, distinguished by the letter and 
numerals O. 1 and 0 . 2. -

* This weekly provincial newspaper is one of the oldest. (if not the 
oldest) newspapers in the kingdom, having been published without inter- 
niption for the space of 170 years. It began its career in 1710, as is shown 
by the proprietors possessing voi. vi., published in the year 1715. Its 
circulation is amongst the most considerable of the provincial papers.

_>
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IV . T he T wopence.

The general design o f this stamp is that of an elongated 
octagon, in the lower part o f which is a label with the void 
n e w s p a p e r , the name o f the newspaper being inserted in the 
upper portions between the outer line o f the octagonal frame 
and an interior line forming a border. There are two designa of 
this stamp, one of which was employed by the Times, and the 
other by the Illu stra ted  London News.

1. The design of that employed by the Tim es (fig. 6) has the 
inscription TH E t i m e s  in the upper border ; while the side 
borders are filled in with a conventional ornamentation. To 
the right, in the interior, is a branch o f oak, with a thistle and 
shamrock ; and to the left a branch o f laurel, with a rose and 
shamrock connected together at the starting-point by a knot of 
ribbon, with the inscription d i e u  e t  m o n  d r o i t . Between the 
upper extremities o f the branches is a Crown with the letter and 
number of the die L. 1., under which is the value t w o  pence in 
two lines.

2. The design employed by the Illu stra ted  London N m  
(fig. 9) is similar to the one above described, save that the 
title o f the newspaper fills up the entire space in the upper five 
sides of the octagonal parallelogram. There are two dies of this 
value for this newspaper distinguished by the letter and numerals 
F. 1 and P. 2.

One penny { Times)
9 9  II

One halfpenny .
Three halfpence .

»> •
Twopence . .
One penny (Illustrated London. News)

I»
Three halfpence

9 9

Twopence
I I

One penny (Stamford Mercury)

SYNOPSIS.
G 1 
GS 
H l 
K l 
КЗ 
L I  
N1 
N 2 
O l  
О 2 
P 1 
P 2
Q l

18th O ct, 1863, to Dec., 1858. 
Jan., 1869, to 30th Sept, 187a 
9 Not., 1863, to 30 June, 1855. 
1st July, 1865, to Dec., 1858. 
Jan., 1868, to 30th Sept, 187Ü 
1 July, I860, to 30 Sept, 1870

These were used indiánům- 
• nately between 1860 and 

1870.

1866 to 30th Sept., 1870.
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SECTION IL

NEWSPAPER AND BOOK POST WRAPPERS.

No alteration wae made in the inland Newspaper Post between 
the years 1855 and 1870. By a Treasury Warrant dated the 
14th August, 1856, the Book Post rates were somewhat modi
fied ; and the following scale was fixed to take effect on and 
from the 1st of September then next, such rates to be prepaid 
in stamps :

Weight not exceeding 4 ox, Id.
Exceeding 4 ox and „  „  8 ox, 2d.

„  8 ox „  „  16 ox, 3d.
„  16 ox „  „  24 ox, 4<L
„  24 ox „  „  32 ox, 8d.

Successive Warrants of the 8th April, 1857 ( London Gazette, 
14th April), and 16th October, 1857 (London G azette, 20th 
October), varied these rates and the regulations in some unimpor
tant details, the latter Warrant fixing the progressive rate at 2d. 
per I lb. The first effect of the alteration o f the law it 1855 
had been to increase the number of book packets passing 
through the London office 273 per cent. ; but as the average 
weight had been reduced from 10 ox to 4£ ox, the increase in 
the total weight was only 70 per cent, over the quantity which 
P*aaed through the same office in 1854. The abolition of the 
duty on newspapers had, however, caused a decrease of one- 
fourth in the number of newspapers posted, which was due to 
the railway companies having commenced to carry unstamped 
newspapers at lower rates than they were conveyed by the Post

in  1855 the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire 
Я

1
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Railway Company, began to carry newspaper parcels at lo» 
rates, the prepayment of the carriage being evidenced by a 
special label affixed to the parcel. Other railway companies 
did the same thing, though it was not until some years that the 
use o f these prepaying labels became general ; but in the years 
1867 and 1868 there was scarcely a railway in England or 
Scotland which did not issue labels of various values for the 
prepayment of single newspapers and parcels of newspapers of 
different weights, the charge for a single newspaper being repre
sented by a label of one halfpenny, and for parcels by labels 
proportioned to the weight o f each.

By a Treasury Warrant of the 11th September, 1863 
(L ondon G azette, 29th September), a concession was made to 
the public by allowing samples and patterns of goods of no in
trinsic value to be sent by the post, under certain restrictions as 
to size and up to 24 oz. in weight, at rates equal to three times 
those payable under the Book Post These rates were altered 
by a Warrant dated the 16th August, 1864; and by another 
Warrant dated the 27th December, 1864, prices current were 
placed on the same footing as newspapers in respect of trans
mission by post

The condition that the samples and patterns should be of no 
in trinsic value afforded room, as might easily have been fore
seen, for divergence o f views between the officials and the 
public. After some experience of the friction thus occasioned 
the Treasury removed the obnoxious restriction, and also re
duced the rates by a Warrant dated 20th March, 1865 (London 
G azette, 24th March). By its terms all packets of patterns or 
samples were transmissible by post if sent according to the 
regulations thereby laid down, and not exceeding a certain si» 
and 24 oz. in weight, at the following rates, to be prepaid in 
stamps, viz. :

Exceeding 4 oz, and 
„  8 oz.

16 oz.

Weight not exceeding 4 oz., 2d.
„  „  8 oz., 4d.
»  »  16 °*-i 6*1*
„  „  24 oz., Is.M 9 9
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A certain portion of the public, principally tradesmen, and 
egpectally seedsmen, availed themselves of these cheap rates for 
awning amali parcels, for the transmission of which this post 
became the recognized medium ; but it was abolished in March, 
1871, when the letter rate of one penny for every half-ounce 
was altered to that now in force. 4^

At length the public began to discover that the rates as 
established by the Poet-office for the conveyance of newspapers 
and printed matter were exorbitant, and this was especially felt 
in the Book Post ratés, whea»-»the; minimum charge for the 
transmission by post o f printed matter was the same as for a 
letter of i  oz. in weight ; whereas in France, where the single 
rate on a letter weighing one-third o f an ounce was 20 centimes, 
or nearly 2d., a newspaper weighing four times that weight was 
conveyed for one halfpenny, and printed matter such as 
circulars, invoices, &c., o f the weight of a single letter was 
carried for one-sixth of a penny, and of half that weight for 
one-twelfth of a penny ; while many Continental States afforded 
equal, if not greater, facilities for the conveyance of printed 
matter by the post, especially where it was o f small weight. 
Thousands of circulars were sent to Belgium to be posted, the 
postal rate from thence to England being only £d., while other 
attempts were made to substitute eome cheaper mode for their 
distribution.

Mr. R  Brydone, a native o f Edinburgh, seems to have 
imagined that. the poetai laws did not extend to prohibit private 
individuals from undertaking the conveyance and delivery of 
printed circulars. Accordingly at the end of the year 1865 he 
organized a company, under the name of the “  Edinburgh and 
Leith Circular Delivery Company,” which, in addition to the con
veyance and delivery of small parcels, undertook the delivery of 
circulars for “  door-to-door ” advertisers. Adhesive stamps of 
the value of one farthing were issued by the Company, bearing 
ae a device the arma of Edinburgh and Leith on two shields, 
and are found in red-brown, violet, and green, imperforate ; in 
violet, and green, rooletted ; and in mauve, aud green, perforated

Я 2



11$. These stamps were affixed to the circulars, and some are 
found obliterated with a hand stamp o f “ R . B . fy C o ”

The enterprise appears to have been successful, as a com
petitor sprang up early in 1866, and issued an adhesive stamp 
bearing the inscription “ Clark & Co., Circular and Parcel 
Deliverers, 10, Calton Street, Edinburgh” on a lattice-work 
ground. The whole was printed in blue on white paper; 
but as no value was inserted it is possible that the stamp was 
only employed as a species of advertising ticket.

Early in 1867 the Edinburgh and Leith Company issued two 
other stamps, identical in design with those first issued, but of 
smaller size and somewhat better executed. They were printed 
in both mauve and green, and are to be found imperforate and 
rouletted. Similar companies were also established in Glasgow, 
Dundee, Aberdeen, and Liverpool, all of which issued stampe 
representing a farthing or a halfpenny.

The promoters o f the Edinburgh and Leith Circular Delivery 
Company in 1866 extended the field of their operations to 
London, their aim being, according to their announcement, “ to 
economise the labour and expense, besides securing the regular 
delivery o f open circulars, pamphlets, &c., now so frequent and 
effective a medium of ‘ door-to-door ’ advertising.” The “  London 
Circular and Pamphlet Delivery Company ”  accordingly issued 
two stamps, of the respective values of one farthing and one 
halfpenny, the colour of the first being blue, and that of the latter 
mauve. The design was the same for both, being the arms of 
the City of London in a shield ; above and below were scrolla, 
on the one was inscribed Lo n d o n , and on the other c ir c u la s  

delivery oo., and the value was at the foot. They were issued 
unperforated, as also perforated 12.

Whether the “ London and Metropolitan Circular Delivery 
Company ” was the last-mentioned Company under a new name, 
or an entirely distinct undertaking, does not seem to be clear, 
but it is found, in April, 1867, issuing a prospectus, in which 
the directors state that “ to insurance companies, commercial 
and professional firms, and all who advertise by means of circulari,

228 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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these companies will be of great service. The Company’s stamp 
is affixed to each circular, which will secure ite proper delivery 
to the party to whom it is addressed." The stamps issued by 
Ле Company were similar in design to those of the “  London 
Circular and Pamphlet Delivery Company," and were perforated 
11$. The colour of the one farthing was pink, and that of the 
one halfpenny orange. The name of the Company was subse
quently altered to the “  London and Districts,” and the colour 
of the stamps changed to green for the one farthing, and pink 
for the one halfpenny.

The promoters of these companies next appear to have con
templated extending their operations over a wider field, and 
proposed to distribute circulars not only in London and its 
neighbourhood, but they engaged to make a similar distribution 
in other towns in which branches were established. This was 
to be done by the “  National Circular Delivery Company,” and 
stamps were issued by this Company o f the values of one farthing, 
one halfpenny, one penny, and three-halfpence.

In the month of August, 1867, the proceedings of these Com
panies attracted the notice of the Government, and the Law 
Officers of the Crown instructed the Solicitor to the Post-office 
to take measures for their suppression. One o f the messengers 
of the London and Metropolitan Circular Delivery Company 
engaged in delivering circulars was therefore brought before the 
police magistrate at the head office in Bow Street, on the 30th 
August, 1867, charged with “ delivering letters contrary to the 
privilege of the Postmaster-General,” and was convicted in a 
penalty of £5. The proprietor of the business carried on under 
Ле name of the Company, and who was the virtual defendant in 
the case, eteted that he would take care for the future that no 
circulars but what were open should be sent out for delivery; 
but the presiding magistrate, Sir Thomas Henry, warned him 
»gainst the danger of such a course, and that the Acts 7 W ill ГУ. 
and 1 V iet c. 36 were most stringent Acts, passed on purpose to 
protect the privileges o f the Post-office, and could not be evaded 
щ that way. In fact, the defendant had been keeping a sort



o f little post-office, which neither he or anyone else had any 
right to da

A  series o f stamps, all similar in general design, and of the 
values and colours o f one farthing, green ; one halfpenny, blue ; 
three-farthings, lilac ; and one penny, vermilion, appear to have 
been subsequently issued under the titles of the “ London 
Delivery Company," the “ Dundee Delivery Company,” the 
“  Manchester Delivery Company," the “  Glasgow Delivery Com
pany,”  the “ Liverpool Delivery Company,” the “ Aberdeen 
Delivery Company,” the “  Birmingham Delivery Company,” the 
“ Metropolitan Delivery Company," and the “ Edinburgh and 
Leith Delivery Company,” the word “ Circular” having been 
omitted ; but the above-mentioned prosecution was a death-blow 
to the schemes o f the promotere, who appear to have abandoned 
their expressed intention o f appealing against the decision of 
Sir Thomas Henry, and of involving themselves in the risk of 
further proceedings with so powerful an antagonist as the Crown 
in the litigation.*

Thie attempt to invade the privileges o f the Post-office, 
however puerile it may appear, had nevertheless a certain 
amount of effect in directing the attention o f the public to the 
excessive charges o f the Post-office for the conveyance of 
printed matter o f small weight. Pressure was brought to bear 
on the Government, but the chief merit is due to the Ute Mr. 
Graves, the member for Liverpool, who warmly took up the 
cause o f the advocates for a reduction o f the rates of postage 
on printed matter and newspapers. In April, 1869, he brought 
the question before the House o f Commons, when he produced 
a sheet on whioh were stamps of twenty-five countries, all of 
which were less than one penny in value, and some of them

• The existence of these labels has been mentioned solely because they 
have attracted the notice of some collectera, for the especial benefit of 
whom a large proportion of them seem to have been prepared. To those 
who are curious in the Railway Newspaper Parcel Tickets and these labels 
of the Circular Delivery Companies, a lengthened account of them by 
Dr. Magnus will be found in Le T im brophiU  for 1888, pages 321, 327, 
354, 387, 876, and 884.
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only of the value o f ^ th  o f a penny. The Government promised 
to consider the matter, though the Marquis o f Hartington, then 
Postmaster-General, predicted vastly increased labour and great 

- loss to the Post-office, if the proposed reduction to one half
penny for two ounces was earned into effect ; predictions which 
were by no means verified by the results. In the following 
year the Government brought in a Bill which subsequently, 
on the 9th August, 1870, became the Act 33 and 34 V iet c. 79, 
whereby, on and after the 30th September, 1870, the impressed 
stamp on newspapers was done away with, and any newspaper, 
irrespective of its size or weight, provided that it had been 
previously registered at the General Post-office, was allowed to 
be sent by post for one halfpenny, but if  not so registered it 
became liable to be charged at the Book Post rate fixed by 
the Act at Jd. for every two ounces. Pull effect was given 
to other provisions of the Act by a Treasury Warrant of 
the 26th September, 1870 (London Gazette, 30th September), 
which also contained the regulations* of the Postmaster-General, 
issued with the approval o f the Treasury, in conformity with 
tìie provisions o f the A ch t 1

1. The Н аытипгт W rapper.
Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

The 18th Section of the “ Post-office Act, 1870,” directed the 
Commissioners o f Inland Revenue to provide proper dies and

* The regulation that newspapers for abroad must be posted within 
sight days from the date of publication was made to prevent a too great 
influx on the day the mails were made np for despatch.

t  The reduction effected by the Act of 1870 was a step in the right 
direction ; but when it is considered that the present rate of the Book 
Pott as fixed by the Act is the same as that in force between England and 
the whole of the Continent, as also between England and the United 
States and the other countries in the first class of the Postal Union, it is 
impossible to deny that a further reduction ought to be made, especially 
on printed matter of small weight, and there is no valid reason why a 
»tamp öf one-eighth of a penny should not be allowed to prepay a circular 
of half an ounce in weight



2 3 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

other implements for denoting by stamps or otherwise the duties 
o f postage payable under the Act or any Treasury Warrant h  
the month o f September the following notice, emanating from 
the General Post-office, appeared in the public journals, 
addressed to newspaper proprietors and newspaper agents :

“  In connection with the reduction in the rates of Postage on 
Inland Newspapers, Printed Matter and Patterns or Samples, 
which will take effect on and from the 1st of October, Half
penny Postage Labels and Newspaper Wrappers bearing an 
impressed Halfpenny Stamp will be introduced. A  supply of 
each is in course of issue to Head Postmasters in the Country, 
and to the District Offices and the Receiving Offices in London. 
Previously to the 1st o f October the sale of these Labels and 
Wrappers w ill be confined to Newspaper Proprietors and News
agents, who might possibly be inconvenienced were not time 
allowed for preparation ; but as the Reduction of Postage does 
not commence before the 1st of October, anything bearing a 
Halfpenny Stamp posted before that date will be treated as 
unpaid. . Newspaper Proprietors and News-agents, by applying 
to a Head Postmaster, w ill be able to obtain at very short 
notice any quantity of these Labels or Wrappers. The Wrappers 
(the dimensions of which mo 14 inches by 5 inches) will be 
sold at the following prices : 500 for £1 2s. 6d., 100 for 4b. 6 i, 
50 for 2s. 3d., 25 for la  l£d ., 10 for 5£d., 5 for 3d., 2 for 1JA, 
1 for |cL, but a discount of 1 per cent will be allowed to 
persons purchasing at one time not less than £10 worth of 
either Labels or Wrappers. Newspaper Proprietors and News
vendors who may desire to have their own Wrappers on Paper 
impressed with the Halfpenny Stamp must make application, 
not to the Post-office, but to the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue. Wrappers must be of white paper.” T

Simultaneously with the issue of the above notice from the 
General Post-office the Commissioners o f Inland Revenue 
issued the following :

“ W r a p p e r s  f o r  N e w s p a p e r s  a n d  o t h e r  P r i n t e d  M a t t e r

“  The Board of Inland Revenue desire to give notice that 
s h e e t s  of p a p e r ,  for wrappers for Newspapers, Book Packets, 
and Patterns of Sample Packets, can be i m p r e s s e d  with the 
H a l f p e n n y  P o s t a g e  S t a m p  under the following regulations :
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“ 1st The paper must be white, and must neither be folded 
nor creased.

“ 2nd. The size o f the sheets must be double crown, double 
demy, or double royaL

“ 3rd. Each sheet must be prepared to receive 8, 12, or 16 
stamps. No other number can be impressed ; and the stamps 
can be impressed only in the positions and at the distances 
apart indicated upon pattern sheets, which may be seen at the 
head offices at London, Edinburgh, and Dublin.

“ 4th. The stamp will be impressed immediately above the 
place for the address, and near the right-hand edge, of the 
wrapper. To give space for the stamp, any printing on the 
sheets should be kept 1^ inch clear of what is to be the right- 
hand edge of the wrapper.

“ 5th. Each lot sent in must be accompanied by a sheet 
marked to show in accordance with which of the patterns it is 
desired that the stampe should be placed.

“ 6th The paper must be delivered at the offices above men
tioned in reams o f 480 sheets.

“ 7th Not less than two reams for one description o f wrapper 
can be received for stamping.

“ 8th Any sheets found to have been injured in the process 
of stamping may be returned to this office, with an equal 
number of fresh sheets, on the next occasion of similar sheets 
being sent in, when the stamps will be transferred.

“ 9th When the paper is brought for stamping a person 
must attend at the department of the Receiver-General to fill 
np the necessary warrant, and to pay the amount of the stamps 
required. No discount is allowed.

“ 10th Persons in the country must not send to the offices 
through the post or by carriers, but must send through an 
agent

“  By order of the Board,
“ T .  S a r g e n t , Secretary.

"Inland Revenue, Somerset House, London,
Ш  September, 1870. ” •

Design.— The design consists of the profile o f the Queen to 
the left on a solid circular ground o f colour, with an arched 
band above, on which is the value halfpenny ; the whole

* The ».bove regulations have since been somewhat modified, and not 
1 « than one ream of paper for one description is now received ; nor is 

particular degree of whiteness in the paper rigorously insisted on.



being enclosed in an upright rectangular frame, with the angl* 
rounded

D ie.— The die was engraved by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., 
and furnished with holes to receive the date pluga Casts were 
taken from the die for the purpose o f printing the wrappers.

Those sold by the Post-office are printed and 
supplied to the Inland Revenue Department by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., but those which are 
supplied to the order o f private individuals on 
paper furnished by them are printed at the offices 
o f the Department at Somerset House, under the 
before-mentioned regulations, and of these no 
further mention need be made, except that the 

impression is found to vary rather more in depth of colour than 
in those printed and supplied by the contractors.

.firet Juae,
Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

The date o f issue, 1.10.70, was inserted in the die, and a 
large stock was so printed by the contractors. Specimen prints 
o f the die were officially approved on 4th and 5th July, 1870 *

The impression was in green, on white wove u n  watermarked 

paper.
The wrapper measured 14 inches by 5 inches. It was squire 

at each extremity, and gummed at the top with yellowish gum.*

. A r c o n t i  *§BUUt.

Date of Issue, November, 1870.

Í  In the following month the date plugs were removed, and * 
replaced by florete. Í

♦ These stampe are to be found with various dates during the month 
of December, 1871, and the first three months of 1872. They 
impressed on half sheets of paper, on which were printed forms of certi
ficates connected with the provisions of the Vaccination Acta. It m»y he 
remarked that the colour o f these stamps is ordinarily of a much deep« 
tone than in those composing the general issne.
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Newspaper and Book P ost W rappers (pp. 225-240).
P a g e  Щ .  F irst Issue.— Specimens of this issue are found nieasur^ 

less than 14 inches in length ; but if they are official, they are douDu 
clipped, as only one size of the wrapper with dated stamp was is»1 
officially.
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Page SS5, Second I ssue.— A specimen has been seen of this issue 
measuring 14 by 5 inches, but it is more than doubtful whether any issue of 
this size was ever made officially. ил«* и « .

The Philatdùt, vol. v. p. 29, in chronicling the three sizes of the third 
issue, mentions the largest as being “  2 feet by nearly 5 inches ; ” but this 
must be regarded as an error. The existence of the three sizes of the second 
and third issues, 12 by 5 inches, 9 by 4 inches, and 7 by 4 inches, is however 
fully established, ujh*
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the size of the wrapper was also altered, 
and measured a little less than 12 inches in 
length by 5 inches wide. Two other sizes 
were also introduced, the one measuring 9 
by 4 inches, and the other 7 by 4 inches. &
The wrappers still continued to be cut square 
at the ends, and the top gummed with the 
same yellow gum.

Cbirh jjffsttc.
Date of Issue, January, 1871.

In January, 1871, a slight modification was made in the 
shape of the wrapper. The comers of the gummed end were 
tapered off; but no change was made in any other respect, and 
the wrappers continued to be issued in the thane- sizes, faux/.

The two smaller sizes not appearing to find much favour with 
the pnblic, the issue o f them was discontinued on the 1st April,
1873, and the wrappers were only sold in quantities of twelve, 
et bid., or in multiples of twelve.

/ок гф  ne.
Date of Issue, October, 1875.

In October, 1875, the wrapper appeared with the following 
instructions, printed in three lines of type about midway 
between the stamp and the top gummed edge :

"This wrapper must be used only for Newspapers, or for printed papers 
vhicb may be sent under the Book Poet, otherwise the packet will be 
charged with postage."' *

. • ., Jeene.
Date o f Issue, November, 1875.

In the following month the above instruction/were altered 3 
as follows into a paragraph o f five lines :

"This wrapper may only be used for Newspapers, or for such documents fc**''* /^****-4- 
*• 4r* allowed to be sent at the book rate of postage, and must not™“ * / t W f *  
enclose any letter or communication of the nature of a letter, whether 
»parate or otherwise. I f  this rule be infringed, the packet will be 
«barged u s  letter.”

size U gtvénhn the authority öf L ^ n.U fíř 4 l j tì j
iw Novi tn ber, 1870, p. 581) and it would appear to be lhe only s i»  he I 
“ d seen The other sins ai s in the pneijwion of the aufhore.
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W a*/C

The prices at which the wrappers were sold to the public 
were somewhat modified, and single copies were obtainable at 
the various Post-offices.

__. &  December, 1877, a change was made in the paper, which up
' to this period was nearly white, and was of such inferior quality 
that a large percentage of the wrappers burst in the couree of 
transmission by thé Post-office, to the annoyance of the public 
and loss of time by the officials. A  tougher paper was яд]аф^

‘ fwm  ^  *ke kind generally known as cap paper or whity-brown.*
May, 1879, the colour o f the impression was changed (with

' out any other alteration being made) to red-brown. 'Thoflowa
-eepaere-of-thg wrappers were also slightly-tapered offi^J me iifiw
-tionţwbiisb ЬаЛ l io»........ ... İli I.Iih iA m  nf tfargpTOYİOTB уЯМ;

The authorities in May, 1881, issued a Notice that wrapper» 
of a better quality wifi be issued for sale to the public on the 
1st o f June, and the use of those in stock discontinued after 
the present supply i»  sold off.

Specimens o f the one halfpenny and the one penny wrapper 
next described, in sizes differing from those officially issued and 
without any printed instructions, are to be met with in collec
tions ; but all such have been printed at the request of private 
applicants under the regulations before referred to.

. . - 8YNOPSIS.
O n e  H a l f p e n n y .

W hite paper, square ends. Stamp dated 10.1.70.
1st October, 1870. One size. 14x6  inches, green.

_  lots- „ .  >
&  e tůní

White paper, square ends. No date.
November, 1870. Three sizes. 12 x 6 inches, green. -

9x4  ,, „
7 x 4  ,, i, ^

* Experiments were made on the white paper, and that proposed te be 
substituted, not only by macerating the two kinds in water, and thus ****' 
taming the quantity of fibrous matter contained in each, but the tonsenf 
was further tested by weighting the samples up to the breaking point

J
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■Pogr« S37. Sinopsis,—Under “  Fifth Issue,” in place of (2), (3), and (4), 
reads—■

(2) Whity-brown paper varying in tone ; top comers tapered. Instruc
tions, &C., as in (1).

December, 1877. One size 12 by 6 inches, green.
April, 1879. „  „  red-brown.

(3) Whity-brown paper, stouter and better in quality. In other respecte 
same as (2).

1st June, 1881. One size 12 by 5 inches, red-brown.

О
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' * GEtørt 7****.
^  White paper, top comers tiered . No date.

January, 1871. .Three sizes. 12 x 5 inches, green.
\£“ S íJ  9 x 4 „  „  -

7 x 4  ,, u

Joortÿ 9 ft* ее.
White paper, top comers tapered. Instmctions in three linee.

No date.
1st October, 1876. One size. 12 x 6 inches, green. , /

JFiftb J u u .
(1) White paper, top comers tapered. Instructions in five lines.

No date.
November, 1876. One size. 12 x 5 inches, green,

(av\aj aoferv*1 f
(2) Whity-brown paper, top comers tapered. Instmctions, &c.,

as in (1).
December, 1877. One size. 12 x 6 inches, green. 7  AcsfwvC- 373.

«ц,.Л1 /3 7 9 ’ » • . ’W bfrrovrry, jL^
in (^) ^awea^nmere iilwi tnpifiiiy ч̂х<хл/ел1у <?ч.

May, 1879. One size. 2x6 inches, red-brown. / ulc****-. A h « i
■ , .  . « L H 11ШЦ Tynmar;

W  Paper, whity-brown, stouter nd better quality, top comers
only ta ered. - /

Ы  Jaa«, lggli— Oue sire. M2 x 0 inches, red-brewu.-----

2. T he One Pennt W rapper.
Date of issue, September 18th, 1878.

In the month o f August, 1878, the Postoffice gave notice of 
its intention to issue forthwith a wrapper of the value of one 
penny, principally designed for the accommodation of the 
public in transmitting newspapers under the weight of 4 oz. 
to countries within the postal union, and for printed papers and 
Patterns not exceeding 4 oz. in weight to countries within class 
A  It also serves for patterns to countries within class В where 
the weight does not exceed 2 oz

L
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The issue o f this wrapper was to have taken place on the 1st 
September, 1878 ; but it was not till the 13th o f that month 

. that it was actually sold to the public.
D e s ig n .— Diademed profile o f the Queen 

within a double oval on a solid ground o f 
colour; p o st a g e  in the upper peut of the 
oval border, and o n e  p e n n y  in the lower 
part in block letters, with ornaments at 
the sides.

D ík.— The die, like that o f the one 
halfpenny last described, was engraved by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., and the wrappers supplied to the 
public by the Post-office were in like manner printed and pie- 
pared by that firm.

I m p r e s s io n .— The impression is in red-brown on whity-brown 
or cap paper, and the wrapper measures 12 inches by 5 inches. 
The top edge is gummed, and the comers at the top and bottom 
are tapered off. There are no instructions printed on the 
wrapper. m « <.*r № f-

The authorities at Somerset House imprint this value also for 
the public, on paper supplied by the applicant», under similar 
regulations to those in force for the halfpenny value.

SYNOPSIS.

O n e  P e n n y . ,r .\  frjtrflřrfí.r***'
C 'J Whity-brown paper,^comers tapered.

S  18th ” 'ntem ber, 1878. One size. 12 x  6 inches, red-brown. 

J v A fí/v  t (}iA A ň £j oäU *. U*(j.cG Л ~

/  /Ш -  OKL
37  S p e c ia l  S t a m p s  p o r  N e w s p a p e r s .

Many of the newspaper proprietors and newspaper agents 
availed themselves of the permission to send in paper to the 
Inland Revenue Office to be stamped as wrappers, on which 
was frequently printed the name o f the newspaper or the 
name and address of the agent; but the Tim es and the 
Stam ford M ercury, both o f which, as has been already m®»'



^ .
L Lm̂  ^A ^cnJ^  Q_ ^ ^ 4 jíAaj (»>>1ло1^

( ø(lc*t d -6̂ ' 'UAc—ty л-&* fl^r^. cii+Jn^) <*-* f  *■<■̂ l/Jy C T *  & ‘н л е . 
^  fißt* b ú r  ^TtfCU. t-Гf*Ú uj-J i^>~t f*L •V-w аЫ -г/л^Ц  í^Jítâ>V

Ai«— ^ f l C o - c c - ^

4<Jl  *! г 3, л  t̂ J><v* Зу Кал. / f / ' f  - / j h t  u t ?,
— y Z i - 6 (f-0.

,il: fi:u‘C’i f tb\y\ix^e C4.•!/. д -ť/íy x,1 ( j y h  *  C -itJ - i-м / с d ix * 

' l)u" Ulř n ^ t f t ť -  / и ч л у ^  -lAUne. Õ&<U'1(UJ f j l f '  -IM m ycu r, Ш  

&a fc(\t*>
Pajt !S8. То Impressio»  add :—In 1882 the paper was changed to one 

of a stouter and better quality, similar to that employed for the halfpenny 
»tapper.

la the penny wrappers the lower comers have always been tapered or cut 
off on the slant, but not so much as. the upper comers. This appears to be 
done merely for facilitating the manipulation in the hands of the vendors.

The 8ynopsis should be altered as follows :
O s e  P e r s y .

(1) ffhity-brown paper ; comers tapered. i(
13th September, 1878. One size 12 by 5 inches, red-'brown.

(2) Whity-brown paper, stouter and of better quality. In other respecte 
same as (1).

1882. One size 12 by 5 inches, red-brown.





NEWSPAPER AND BOOK POST WRAPPERS. 239

bad, previously to the 1st October, 1870, employed 
type-printed stampe for the purpose o f prepaying the postage, 
entered into arrangements with the Post-office for the use of a 
special type-printed obliterated stamp of one halfpenny. This 
privilege was accorded to them on condition that the stamps 
should be printed only on those copies which were sent direct 
from the office o f the newspaper to the principal Post-office, 
vhicb had thereby a check on the number bearing the franking 
stamp

Accordingly a notice was issued by the General Post-office, on 
the 30th September, 1870, in the following terms :

“ On and after let October next certain copies o f the London 
Timet and of the Stam ford M ercury Newspapers will bear an 
obliterated Postage Stamp impressed on the Newspaper itself, 
bat this impressed Stamp will be available for soch copies only 
is are posted at the General Post Office, London, or at the 
Head Post Office in Stamford respectively. The Postage on 
copies of the Tim es or Stam ford M ercury posted elsewhere 
most be prepaid either by a Halfpenny Postage Label or a 
Stamped Newspaper wrapper, otherwise they most he charged 
with Postage.”

The design of the stamp made use o f b^the Tim es, and which 
dűl continued to be employed by this journal for all copies 

„ eut by post from the chief office to places within the United 
fi Kingdom^conmsteJof a single-lined rectangular parallelogram, 
^measuring 37 by 2 2 } mm. (fig. 13), within which are two curved 
jj. branches, one of oak and the other o f laurel, connected together 
\ at file starting-point by a knot, in which is a rose, a thistle being 

to the left, and a bunch o f shamrock to the right. Below this 
design and within the parallelogram is “ o n e  h a l f p e n n y , ”  and 
above the design “  t h e  t i m e s . ”  Between the upper extremities of 
the branches is a peculiarly shaped Crown. Over all this is en
graved an upright oval obliterating mark o f ten thick lines, with 
a diamond-shaped blank in the centre, in which is the No. 70, 
denoting the d is t in g u is h in g  number of the newspaper office in 
the chief office at S t Martin’s le Grand. On the left o f this

139, foot o f  the paye. For “ On the left of the diamond-shaped 
"“ j'h в the letter A ; on the right the letter B,” read—
, When this stamp was first brought into use a capital letter A was mtro- 
rjjad on each side of the diamond-shaped blank, but move recently the 

substituted for the A on the right side. These letters doubtless 
***** ** the distinguishing mark of the die employed.”
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diamond-shaped blank is the latter a  ; on the right, the letter 
B. This obliterating mark measures 20 by 24 tnm

The design of the stamp for the Stam ford M ercury ia тегу 
similar to that o f the one penny oval stamp in black previously 
employed for denoting the payment of the postage on this news
paper (fig. 10), and consists o f a branch o f oak and another of 
laurel, connected by a ribbon bearing the motto “  d ie u  гг mon 

d r o i t  " within a double oval frame. The brane es are curved so 
as to follow the contour o f the oval, and in the upper part ia a 
Crown, with the letter в on each side, as the die mark. In the 
upper part of the fiamé is “  s t a m f o r d  m e r c u r y , ”  and in the 
lower part “  o n e  h a l f p e n n y . ”  The obliteration, which is en
graved on the die with which the impression is struck, is similar 
in design to the ordinary oval obliterating stamp, but of smaller 
dimensions than that employed.for letters, which latter measures 
28 by 19 mm., while that of the stamp measures only 20 by 16 
mm. The figures also, representing the number of the obliterating 
stamp for Stamford (742), are only 6 mm. high, while in the 
letter obliterating stamp they are 8J mm. This obliterating 
stamp is so engraved on the die as that the figures occupy the 
blank spaces in the centre o f the stamp.

The Stam ford M ercury ceased to make use of this type- 
printed stamp about two years back, and now employe a wrapper ' 
of white paper on which the ordinary one halfpenny stamp is 
impressed. This stamp is obliterated in black by a small circular 
hand-stamp, of 16^ mm. in diameter (fig. 11), on the exterior of 
which, in a cartouche extending over about three-fifths of the 
circumference, is the inscription “  s t a m f o r d  m e r c u r y . ”  Within 
the circle are the numerals 742, and “ s t a m f o r d ,”  in capitals, 
following the curve of the circle below, the remaining vacant 
spaces in the circle being filled up with obliterating linea



Г rt > A

l 'V ííил а сЛ-L И л а Л кя-cL  t ì ,  (jLkas t^/cőtűTcl O '*  a y *  m s oll f t  k ~ 7 n y

■‘r- Я

•jL:
J

T şs Court Bu&kau (Lim it u ).—A winding-up 
order hering been  made against the company on 
January 24, a  statem ent or affairs has now  been sub
m itted by the secretary and the managing d irector. 
The lia b ilit ie s  are retam ed at £2 ,429 , with assets 
£484 , and, as regards contributories, the totá l de
ficiency  is £6 ,356 . From the observations o f  the 
O fficial R ece iv er  i t  appears that the company was 
incorporated on D ecem ber 19, 1889, with a nom inal 
cap ita l o f  £20 ,200 , d iv id ed  into £1 shares, and was 
form ed to  provide socia l conveniences for  its sub
scribers. The d irectors proceeded to allotm ent on 
M arch 26, 1890, upon a total subscription o f  462 
shares. A fter a b r ie f occupation  o f premises in  Bt. 
Jam es’ s-street, the company removed to  its present 
premises in  Stratton-street, P ic ca d illy , in M ayt 1890, 
the lease o f  whioh appears to  have been acquired by  
certain o f  the d irectors, and by them sublet to  the 
company upon the same terms and at the same rental 
(£1 ,0 00  per annum) as provided in  the lease. Aa a 
part o f  its business the company also published a news
paper entitled  the Weekly Court Directory, to  w hich 
the greater part o f  the unsecured indebtedness relates ; 
but its p u b lica tion  ceased some tim e ago. The 
failure is attributed to  want o f  cap ita l ; and the 
O fficial R ece iv er  states that the circum stances o f  the 

p form ation o f  the company and other matters appear 
! 1 to  require further investisation . i  Í' eji
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IV.

P O S T  C A R D S .

L

INLAND POST CARDS.

The “ Post-office Act, 1870" (33 and 34 Viet c. 79), authorized 
the issue of Post Cards at a postal rate of one halfpenny, and 
by Section 18 gave the necessary powers to the Commissioners 
of Mand Revenue to provide dies, &c., for carrying the pro
visions of the Act into execution.

The Act, which received the Royal Assent on the 9th August, 
1870, provided that it should come into operation from and after 
the 30th September then next. On the 9th of September the 
following notice was issued :

“ p o s t  c a r d s .

“  Pursuant to an Act passed in the last session of Parliament 
(33 and 34 V iet c. 79), P o st  Cards have been prepared for 
correspondence by Post in the United Eingdom after the 30th 
of the present month, stamped with the postage duty o f one 
halfpenny.

“ These cards will be sold without any charge beyond the 
duty. A single card or any number of cards may be purchased, 
but they will be sent out from this office in packets containing 
twenty-four cards, price Is., and in parcels o f twenty packets, 
price £1.* They may be obtained at all Post-offices, and from 
licensed vendors of stamps.
•* In April, 1872, in consequence, as was stated by the Postmaster

General, of complaints of the papermakers and stationers, that their 
bade was seriously affected by the sale of post cards at id. each, without 
№У charge being made for the cards themselves, the price was fixed at 
4d, per dozen, and they were only sold by the Post-office in packets of 
°ae dozen. '

R

ill
\



“ The cards will be also supplied when required in sheets 
containing forty-two cards, and measuring about 29f by 21}. 
Although the cards may thus be obtained in sheets for the 
purpose o f affording facility for printing upon them, each caid 
must afterwards be separated from the sheet, as no combination 
o f cards can pass through the Post-office.

“  Such sheets will be issued only in half-reams, containing 240 
sheets (10,080 cards), duty £21, and will be supplied to the 
public at the Inland Revenue Offices in London, Edinburgh, 
and Dublin, and at the offices o f the distributors and sub- 
dietributors of stamps in the country. A  discount of 4a per 
half-ream will be allowed to pure haséra *

“  When a supply o f cards in sheets is required elsewhere than 
in London, Edinburgh, or Dublin, application in writing must 
be made to the warehouse-keeper at this office, or at the Tnlaiyj 
Revenue Office in Edinburgh or Dublin, as the case may he. 
Such application must specify the quantity required, and the 
town or place having a stamp office to which it is desired that 
the consignment should be made.

“  The applicants w ill have notice when they are to call at the 
stamp office and pay the duty.

“  Post cards cannot be used before the let October.
“  Those made up in packets w ill not be sold before that date ; 

but cards in sheets will be supplied by this office on and after 
26th instant, to enable the public to print on them preparatory 
to their use next month.

“  It is desirable that persons requiring cards in sheets should 
make early application for them.

“  By order o f the Board,
“ (Signed) T. Sargent, Secrdary.

“ Inland  Revenue, Somerset H ouse,
“  9th September, 1870."

T ype  L
Date of Ieeue, 1st October, 1870. ♦

D e s ig n .— The design was prepared, and the cards manufactured 

and printed, by Messrs. De la Rue and Co. In the right upper 
angle is a rectangular stamp 22 mm. by 18 mm., within which 
is a profile o f the Queen to the left on a solid circular ground

• By a somewhat curious coincidence this date was exactly one yev 
-from that when poet cattle were first issued by the Austrian Post-office.
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Same page. To S yh opsib , Type III., add :
Reply Cards, ld. + ld.

2nd October. 1882. Red-brown on thin buff; perforated 6.
n fl stout white ; perforated 7.

1st January, 1883. Red-brown on thin buff ; perforated 5. 
и H „  stout white ; imperforated.

V a e ib t y .
1883. Red-brown on thin buff ; imperforated.
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of colour, b e lo w  w h ic h  is  H a l f  p e n n y  in  c o lo u re d  letters  o n  a 

gtraight w h ite  la b e l. To th e  le ft  of th e  stam p are th e  Royal 
irm e, w ith  p o s t  c a r d  a b o v e , a n d  t h e  a d d r e ss  

oily  то b e  w r it t e n  o n  t h is  s id e  b e lo w  th em .
Under this, to the extreme left, is the word то, 
and the whole is enclosed in a Greek-pattern 
hame measuring 4^ by 2| inches, or 109 by 74 
mm., in the larger sized, and 4$ by 2£ inches, 
or 112 by 65 mm., in the smaller sized cards.
Curiously enough, for Messrs. De La Rue and Co. are nothing 
if not accurate, the inscriptions on the arms display a variety 
of faults, the most remarkable of which is a malformation of 
the N in th e  woTd p e n s e  in the motto on the garter encircling 
the arms, the middle stroke o f which goes from bottom to top 
instead of from top to bottom.

I m pr e ssio n .— The impression was in violet on a  light buff- 
coloured thin card o f 120 to the inch. It was made in two 
sizes, one measuring 4J by inches, or 121 by 87 mm., and 
the other 4| by 2j-£ inches, or 121 by 74 mm. Only one 
edition of the larger size was issued, as it was found that the 
width rendered the cards inconvenient in use. Some variations 
are found as well in the colour o f the impression as in the tint 
of the card. They are printed on sheets composed of 42 cards 
in 7 rows of 6 cards in a row. The official copies registered at 
Somerset House have each card on the sheet numbered in ink 
by hand, the dates of allowance being as follows :—the 6th 
July, 1870, on a sheet o f the “  large size," and the 28th Jim 

'dTth July\ and 17th November, 1870. on three sheets of the 
"small size," numbered from 1 to 12бГ\

T y p e  IL  V -— У 
Date o f  Issue, 1st January, 1876.

On the 1st January, 1875, an alteration was made on the face 
of the card by the suppression of the word “  t o , "  but in other 
inspects no change was made in the type ; and the same die of 
the arma continuing to be used, the malformation of the “  N ”

R 2
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in the garter motto remained. The size of the card was 4| by 
2ţ£ inches.

On the 1st February, 1876, an issue of this type was made, 
printed in red-brown on a thick white card (60 to the inch). 
This issue was announced to the public by a circular horn 
the Post-office, issued a few days previously, to the following 
effect :

“  A  desire having been expressed for a poet card o f a superior 
quality to those now in use, it is intended to issue experi
mentally a limited number of somewhat superior cards on the 
1st February next at the price of 8cL per dozen. These cards 
may be obtained at any of the head Post-offices, and at the 
branch offices in London, and will be sold at the rate of 8d. for 
12 cards, or 4d. for 6 carda The new post cards will be 
designated ‘ stout’ cards to distinguish them from the present 
* thin ’ cards, and they will be subject to the same rules and 
conditions in regard to their transmission by post as the present 
cards. It having been found that the price at which the 
present ‘ thin ’ post cards have hitherto been sold is not re
munerative, the price of these cards has been raised since the 
1st o f January from 6|d. to 7d. for a packet of 12 cards, and 
6 cards may be obtained for 3Jd. No smaller number than six, 
either of the ‘ stout ’ or of the ‘ thin ’ cards, will be sold.” *

Type IIL
Date of Issue, 1st January, 1878.

D esign.— The stamp was changed to one measuring only 
18J x 21 millimètres. The profile of the Queen 
was still in a circle, but the word halfpenny 
was placed in a curved label above the head, 
and the ornamentation in the spandrels was 
altered. The frame or border to the card was 
suppressed, and the legend, though similar to 

that o f the previous issues, was differently disposed, the words
* This rule has been relaxed, and single cards are now sold at the 

Post-offices at the rate of fd. for a thin or stout card, ljd . for 2 thin ones, 
and l^d. for 2 stout ones ; l|d. for 3 thin ones, and 2d. for 3 stout ones ; 
24d. for 4 thin ones, and 2Jd. for 4 stout ones ; 3d, for 6 thin ones, and 
3j(d, for 6 stout ones ; 3Jd. for 6 thin ones, and 4d. for 6 stout ones.
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роет and c a r d  being separated by the Royal Arms, which were 
also re-engraved. In the new engraving of the Arms the tail 
of the lion elands farther away from the mane, the near fore
leg of the unicorn encroaches on the garter enclosing the arms, 
and the malformation of the N in p e n s e  is  corrected.

I m p r e s s io n , & c .— The impression is in red-brown on both 
“ thin ” and “  stout " cards, which are similar in size to those of 
the preceding issue. The official allowance of the impression 
of this issue is dated 24th October, 1877.

SYNOPSIS.

O ne H a l f p e n n y . 

Т у р е  I.
Large Size, 4 j by 3 i inches. ,

1 t f j u C w

1st October, 1870, violet, light and dark shades, on light buff.

Small Size, 4f by 2H inches.
1st October, 1870, violet, light and dark shades, on light boff. ^

,, ,, „  on yellower buff. *
„  lilac (shades) on yellower buff. ^

Type II.
1st January, 1875, lilac (shades) on buff. '
1st February, 1875, red-brown on “ stout” white. *

T y p e  III.
1st January, 1878, red-brown, on “ thin ” buff. S

on “ stout ”  white V

’ i l e  C*eu \ rle

^  ■ - i r d  +  bei. rt'H, (n eÿj

P ost C a r d s  (pp. 241-248).
Pope 245. Add to text :—On the 2nd October, 1882, in pursuance of the 

provisions of the Act 45 Viet. c. 2, double or reply (»st cards, each bearing a 
stamp of one halfpenny, were issued for inland service. The stamp was me 
same as that on the single card, as also the inscription, but with the follew- 
mg additions : On the front portion at the left, immediately under the words 
th e  ad d r e ss , Ac., was a notice in three lines of small block type, (1) t h e  
an n exed  c a r d  (2) is  in t e n d e d  for  (3) t h e  a n s w e r , and on the inside 
portion in the centre under the words t h e  a d d r e ss , &c., was the word 
Reply in fancy capitals. The reply cards were issued in stout white and in 
thin buff, corresponding to the single cards, the stout white being hinged 
wffh a strip of white paper about J inch wide down the fold, perforated 
seven, while the thin buff cards were perforated six down the fold.

In January following the hinge of the stout white card was altered to one 
•nade of a strip of calico, And the perforation was abandoned. At the same 

the number of holes in the perforation of the thin buff cards was 
reduced to about five in the two centimètre space, being placed 4 ram. apart. 
Specimens of this latter card have been found imperforate, but whether this 
u to be attributed to accident or design does not seem clear.

i
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in the garter motto remained. The size of the card was 4| by 
2 ţţ  inches.

On the 1st Februar;, 1875, an issue of this type was mMs, 
printed in red-brown on a thick white card (60 to the inch). 
This issue was announced to the public by a circular hem 
the Post-office, issued a few days previously, to the following 
effect :

“  A  desire having been expressed for a post card of a superior 
quality to those now in use, it is intended to issue experi
mentally a limited number of somewhat superior cards on the 
1st February next at the price of 8d. per dozen. These cards 
may be obtained at any o f the head Post-offices, and at the 
branch offices in London, and will be sold at the rate o f 8d. for 
12 cards, or 4d. for 6 cards. The new post cards will be 
designated ‘ stout’ cards to distinguish them from the present 
‘ thin ’ cards, and they will be subject to the same rules and 
conditions in regard to their transmission by post as the present 
cards. It having been found that the price at which the 
present ‘ thin ’ post cards have hitherto been sold is not re
munerative, the price of these cards has been raised since the 
1st o f January from 6£d. to 7<L for a packet o f 12 cards, and 
6 cards may be obtained for 3|d. No smaller number than siz, 
either of the * stout ’ or of the ‘ thin ’ cards, will be sold.” *

Type IIL
Date of Issue, 1st January, 1878.

D esign.— The stamp was changed to one measuring only 
181) x 21 millimètres. The profile of the Queen 
was still in a circle, hut the word halfpenny 
was placed in a curved label above the head, 
and the ornamentation in the spandrels was 
altered. The frame or border to the card was 
suppressed, and the legend, though similar to 

that of the previous issues, was differently disposed, the worde
* This rule haa been relaxed, and single cards are now sold at th« 

Post-offices at the rate of fd. for a thin or stout card, ljd . for 2 thin one«, 
and l$d. for 2 stout ones ; ljd . for 3 thin ones, and 2d. for 3 stout ones ; 
2Jd. for 4 thin ones, and 2Jd. for 4 stout ones ; 3d. for Б thin ones, and 
Sţd, for 6 stout ones ; 3Jd. for 6 thin ones, and 4d. for в stout onsa.
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foot and c a r d  being separated by the Royal Arms, which were 
algo re-engraved. In the new engraving of the Arms the tail 
of the lion stands farther away from the mane, the near fore
leg of the unicorn encroaches on the garter enclosing the arms, 
and the malformation of the N in p e n s e  is  corrected.

I m p r e s s io n , & c. — The impression is in red-brown on both 
“ thin " and “  stout ” cards, which are similar in size to those of 
the preceding issue. The official allowance of the impression 
of this issue is dated 24th October, 1877. .

— Л-J. u jo  Ci/O

SYNOPSIS. 5/Кг бзъ.Ъ ъъ

O ne H a l f p e n n y .

T y p e  I.
Large Size, 4 f by 3J inches. ..

1st October, 1870, violet, light and dark shades, on light buff.

Small Size, 4 j  by 2 fi  inches.
1st October, 1870, violet, light and dark shades, on light buff. ^

„  „  „  on yellower buff. *
„  lilac (shades) on yellower buff, s

T y p e  II.
1st January, 1876, lilac (shades) on buff. '
1st February, 1876, red-brown on “ stout”  white. v"

T y p e  III.
1st January, 1878, red-brown, on “ thin”  buff.

_ on “  stout ” white S 

О  nn.de.

Í 1Ь *  ■ -Í r d  +  - U -  ^ ctw u , СТА. ^  (rv ffj
X  * *  » ' r» . -  I,

K () „  я »

P ost C ard s  (pp. 241-248).
Page 240. Add to text On the 2nd October, 1882, in pursuance of the 

provisions of the Act 45 Viet. c. 2, double or reply post cards, each bearing a 
stamp of one halfpenny, were issued for inland service. The stamp was the 
same as that on the single card, as also the inscription, but with the follow
ing additions ; On the front portion at the left, immediately under the words 
the  address, &c., was a notice m  three lines of small block type, (1) t h e  
annexed c ard  (2) is in t e n d e d  гои (3) t h e  a n sw e r , and on the inside 
portion in the centre under the words t h e  a d d r e ss , & c., was the word 
Reply in fancy capitals. The reply cards were issued in stout white and in 
thin buff, corresponding to the single cards, the stout white being hinged 
"ith a strip of white paper about 1 inch wide down the fold, perforated 
seven, while the thin buff cards were perforated six down the fold.

In January following the hinge of the stout white card was altered to one 
made of a strip of calico, and the perforation was abandoned. At the same 
tune the number of holes in the perforation of the thin buff cards was 
]™uced to about five in the two centimètre space, being placed 4 mm. apart. 
Specimens of this latter card have been found imperforate, but whether this 
is to be attributed to accident or design does not seem clear.
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POSTAL UNION POST CARDS.

T y p e  I.
D a t *  o f  lean*.— Simultaneously with the issue of the two

pence halfpenny adhesive stamp on the 1st o f July, 1875, a 
postal card o f half that value waв issued for circulation within 
the limits of the countries which had joined the “ General 
Postal Union.”

D e s i g n . — The card measured by 3J inches, or 122 by 87 
millimètres, and had a Greek-patterned frame on the front. 
The design o f the stamp was prepared by Messrs. De La Eue, 

who have manufactured dll the postal cards 
sold by the Post-office ; it shows the profile 
of Queen Victoria to left on a solid ground 
of colour within a circular border, the inner 
line o f which is composed o f pearls, and the 
exterior of a double line. In the upper part 
of this circular border is o n e  p e n n y ,  and in 

the lower f a b t h i n g , in coloured letters, the portions to the 
right and left being intercepted by the exterior frame on the 
one side, and by the line o f an interior frame on the other. 
W ithin this latter is the inscription,

“ FOREIGN POST CARD,
“ FOR COUNTRIES INC1UDED IN THE POSTAL UNION,”

below which, introduced into the interior frame is, “ the
ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.” *

I m p r e s s i o n .— The impression is in red-brown on buff card. 
The official sanction was given to the plate on 13th March, 1875.

SYNOPSIS.
O n e  P e n n y - f a r t h i n g . 

j  1st July, 1875. Red-brown on buff.
* These cards were at first marked to be sold at Is. 4d. per dozen, but the 

price was subsequently changed to Is. 3d. per dozen, and they could be 
purchased singly at the Post-offices at ljd . each. They have now become 
obsolete in consequence of the alteration in the “ Postal Union” card rates.

«г
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Pa^e £50, lcut paragraph in the page. The cards printed by the Chiswick 
Press are not the only ones bearing the Royal Arms admitted to be stamped. 
Other exceptions to the regulation have been admitted, as we have seen 
several specimens with the Royal Arras, some of which are of the exact type 
used by Messrs. De la Rue and Co. in printing the ordinary post cards of one 
halfpenny for the Inland Revenue Department, and were doubtless printed 
by that firm to private order, and afterwards stamped with the embossed 
stamp of one halfpenny.

In 1884 the Inland Revenue again reduced the embossed stamping done 
for the Post Office by that department, and admitted the public to send in 
cardboard to be printed with the halfpenny poet card stamps. In these cards 
the Royal Arms are omitted, thus distinguishing them from those sold by 
the Poet Office,

The following are the regulations, dated 1st April, 1884, under which 
sheets of cardboard brought by the public to the Inland Revenue Office can 
be impressed with halfpenny post card stamps :

1. Forty-two stamps will be impressed on each sheet.
2. The sheets must be white, i.e. not tinted in any wav ; and they must 

be of the following size : 30 in. by 22 in., or 22J in. All edges must be 
trimmed.

3. They must in no case exceed in thickness the stout official post card.
4. They must be sent in quite blank on both sides. The words “  Post 

Card” and “  The address only to be written on this side” will be printed at 
this office on the face simultaneously with the stamp.

5. A fee of one shilling and sixpence for every quire of cardboard (24 
sheets —1008 cards) or part of a quire will be charged for stamping.

6. When the sheets are brought to this office to be stamped, a person 
must attend at the department of the Receiver-General to fill up the 
necessary warrant, and to pay the amount of the stamps required and the 
stamping fees.

7. Persons in the country must not send the sheets to be stamped through 
the post or by carrier, but must instruct a London agent to attend, unless 
they lodge the sheets, and pay for the stamps and fees, as well as the cost of 
the carriage to and from London at the office of Inland Revenue at Edinburgh 
or Dublin, or at one of the following stamp offices ; viz., Manchester, Liver
pool, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, or Birmingham.
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UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION POST CARDS.

W h e n  the provisiona o f the Treaty o f Paris, by which the 
“ Universal Postal U nion” was established in 1878, came into 
operation on the 1st April, 1879, two post cards were issued, 
one of the value of o n e  p e n n y  for countries within class A  of 
the Union, to which the single letter rate was 2£d., and another 
of the value o f t h r e e  h a l f p e n c e  for countries within class В of 
the Union, to which the single letter rate was 4<L Both o f these 
cards were designed and printed by Messrs. De La Rue and Co.

1. The One Penny. .
F ik s t  I s s u e .

Date of Issue, 1st April, 1879.
D e s i g n .— The card measures x 3 } inches, or 122 x 87 

millimétrée. The design o f the stamp in 
the right upper comer is the diademed profilé 
of Queen Victoria to the left, on a solid 
octagonal ground formed by the intersection 
of two rectangular frames. On a tablet at 
the top is p o s t a g e , and on a similar tablet 
below is o n e  p e n n y . The inscription on 
the card is

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

GREAT BRITAIN (GRANDE BRETAGNE)

POST CARD.

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

Impression.— The impression is in brown on a thin card of 
a light buff colour.

The date o f the im prim atur o f this card is the 16th 
December, 1878, and although the inscription was afterwards 
modified, yet only one continuous issue of it is recognized.

They were sold at Is. per packet of 12, or singly at Id. each.
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S e c o n d  I s s u e .
Date of Issue, October, 1879.

D e s i g n .— The general design is identical with that of the 
previous issue; but in deference to the wjphes expressed by 
several patriotic Irish members in the House o f Commons the 
inscription was altered as follows :

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND (GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRELANDS). 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON Т Ш 8 SID E

I m p r e s s i o n ,  &c. — The impression, Ac., was identical with
that of the last issue. ©

* SYNOPSIS.
O n e  P e n n y .

Inscription, “  Great Britain.”  /  
let April, 1879. Brown on light buff.

Inscription, “  Great Britain and Ireland.” ,
October, 1879. Brown on light btiff.^ J

2 . T h e  T h r e e  H a l f p e n c e .

Date of Issue, let April, 1879.
D esign.— The size o f the card is the same 

as that o f the one penny. The design of the 
stampin the right upper comer is thediademed 
profile o f Queen Victoria to the left, on a solid 
circular ground enclosed in an upright pointed 
oval frame, on which is inscribed postage on 
the top and three halfpence in the lower 
part. The inscription on the card is

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE  

GREAT BRITAIN (GRANDE BRETAGNE)

POBT CARD.

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SID E  

I m p r e s s i o n .— 'The impression is in brown on a thin card of 

a light huff colour ; the date of the im prim atur is 16th 
December, 1878.

SYNOPSIS.
T h r e e  H a l f p e n c e  

Inscription, “  Great Britain.” 
Ut April, 1879. Brown on light buff. ✓

¥



řrjorem add :
II.

i as before, with the addition of post c a r d . 
Лишу, 1883.

II

One Penny, brown on light buff. 
ld. + ld. ..

Size, 140 x 80 mm.

perforated 
perforated -*i 

cn



.



,fc' After 11th line from top add :
T h ir d  I sa o k .

Date of issue, 1st January, 1883.
igjm of the stamp is identical with that of the former issue, but the 

‘  rø, vu somewhat modified, and the size of the card increased to 
j щш. A reply card also accompanied the new issue, and the im
, № on stouter card of a lighter shade of buff approaching to Cream 
The inscription on the single card is ;

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE.
POST CAKU— GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

(GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IL A N D E ).
TRK ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

(inscription on the reply card is identical, but in the left lower comer 
j  front portion is in small block letters in two lines “  t h e  a n n e x e d  
из ISTKIDXD—  fo r  t h e  a n sw e r , ”  followed by its equivalent in French, 
p pro lines, while on the inside, or reply portion, immediately under the 
iption is “  r e p l y  ” in fancy capitals. Like the thin reply card of our 
mj, it is not hinged, and was first perforated about five. The per
ii u present js seven.

Oa ƒ l  П р л л л  ДАА-Aaaj^  

4 (Тал «f

’  / 14 .

U ItfMj Гол J {Х̂ *4 
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Saju/̂ л.

Ju t i ,  Z ì

TU
«  ČA?

ОХл.3 tJ
С+г&глл

•
/«•

' i/ а м п а у i m .

'  4 . '

( 3 w  ( ^ЛОЪ«/и ^

.. „  .

Lk&JLfrfrxJLAA c* ( ( l O U S l \ y  (Al

p iel +  I i d . '  lUfJLţ щ 

J k lb  J tl> v iï!U A < 3 b  ,

h i l a .  fr
' K '

N fi.йХКСл. . (f\ (ru n t  »

t b f « s J HB ТННВЕ HAirPK’rOE- ' To be ^ded immediately before
S econd I ssu e .

Date of issue, 1st January, 1883.
t h e f o Ä & t »hose of the previous issue, but 
A reply “ * * ?  8120 ° f the increased to 140 x 89 mm.
similar the ne7  ^ ue’ and the impression was on
»^th^e^crintin^nn °f İhe T® P6? “7 PosUŰ UnionthereD lv^V f h°th single and reply cards are the same. Like
the line of Pe«my. the frent and reply cards are not hinged, andune ot perforations separating the two is about 6.

I r
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To the 8ï  iro peia add : -
S econd Issu e .

Inscription, “  Great Britain and Ireland.”
1st January, 1883. Three halfpence, brown on light buff.

„  „  l jd .+  lid . „  „  perforated 6.

T h e  T w o pen ce .
Date of issue, 1st January, 1883.

The Postal Union card of three halfpence served for the greater portion of 
the countries in Class В of the Postal Union, and to winch the ordinary 
single letter rate was fourpence ; but certain other countries were Comprised 
in aiis class, to which the single letter rate, vid Brindisi, was five pence; and 
for these countries a Postal Union card of two pence was issued, with a 
corresponding reply card.

Design.—The size, colour, and inscriptions of the single and reply cards, 
as also the perforation of the latter, .are identical with those of the one 
penny and three halfpence issued at the same date. The design of the stamp 
in the right upper comer is the diademed profile of the Queen to the left, on 
a solid circular ground, enclosed in a plain circular band, cut away at the 
sides by the lines of the irregularly shaped rectangular frame enclosing the 
whole. In the upper part of this band is po stag e , and in the lower tw o  
pence, in coloured block letten.

Synopsis.
1st January, 1883. Twopence, brown on light buff.

» 2d. +2d. perforated about 5.

. (**f'h * -j.' .

' ' I -  a £  Слл>а ял*, -u-irt

1 ÎU (. 1 ,0  2 o , f ø *

. 1-OÇ б.4',0

JobtU/v- 8 l

З И ы ф ш в ь  й л /и л с  a u J - Ç u »

" lvu.i M>4 ,' t. J. *9 . . Ay > i- Ч-
( t i* -  * * ~ ? * Ь 2 °  , K  ^  '

JL. ЗсI ■ 8 8 0 . 1 y J tu L  co*a

, У  Э°
v a lu t « j l f n đ .

İ j L  Ллл

\4 -f  /4. fi.tfl.

^  cu  ^Cojţta. ctxXd

~ ДаО cv Hí ■

Ш



tvřfOREIQK:
" i p Æ

■Wlqr» if Л е Postmaster-General desires, but dreads, to intro* 
—,  of a gutter artist for our postage stampe, dees be tema

s l ı  the Foreign Postcard ? I was deeply shocked to-day 
ved a packet of these vermilion smudges, in place of the old 
jkfngs. The stamp-design, one may safely say, has 
wbicb it should not have. The design bulges at the wrong 

luuTit contains in the centre a full-length figure of her Majaşty, 
ifmgt a letter or parcel (it is impossible to say which) in à-letter- 
T ̂ defined, but certainly unusual, shape. It will be agreed 
* artist, by thè grossness of his symbolism, has offended, more 
'«anon oftaste ; and we may be allowed to assume that the Post

al has approved at least the spirit of the design. I am not 
up collector, but. I suspect that there are, all over the world, 

0f indolent people who largely judge the art of foreign 
!j,y their stamps and coins; were they old Greeks 
they would be quite right in doing so, but the idea that art. is. à 

fe, and penetrates even to the Mint and the Post Office, has now 
ntly buried. Still it is an eternal idea, and apt very often to get 

, us. I would therefore request the Postmaster-General, as an 
t to attach his personal signature to this vulgar design—if, at 

[ is too enamoured of it to withdraw it. Until' he does one o!
the British nation as a whole will be to some slight extent an 

Г ttøicule abroad.—Your obedient servant, w  ^  p  '
й  •_____î l  ..............

liny one wish fora  proof o f liow inartistic a Government Depart
I be, he has only to disburse а penny in the purchase o f the new 

.t-cJd. One or two receut issues led onç-to hope that better 
as colour was concerned, might be looked'for ; but the new 

11 No terms o f disapprobation can be too strong. Colour, form, 
, lettering, and execution arc all atrocious. The full-length figure 

is apparently taken from $ photograph, and -the background 
the usual photographer's accessories o f pillars, curtain, etc., 

[the portraiture o f half a century ago. Examine the execution 
s, and ft resembles nothing so much as the infantine efforts 

d-eugravings in the ebap-books c f  the last century. As for the 
F—it is of too degraded a character even to speak of. Place 

it the new stamp issued by the Uuited States to celebrate the 
»Centenary, and compare the workmanship and even the taste.
‘ > than a square inch, a picture of Columbus soliciting aid from 

I* reproduced. Mot less Limn twenty figures are graphically 
I oud even their features are animate. It is, o f course, question- 

‘ such a crowded scene isütted for representation upon«stam p ; 
[<эо be no doubt that this jjroduction o f the United States Poet 

us bide our heads in shame and despair. / J .



- , ' TOOLE"* THEATRE.
T O -N IG H T , at 8.45, B u n t 's  new comic play' in three acts, V7A 

Jv^-ÏPO bE m td p ow ^ C o»^ . L̂ 3^  «S ,b T
oon open «t 7.30. Mituiée of W A L K E R . LC 
V E R T  S A T U R D A Y , and W E D N E S D A Y , May 25, at 2.

d a is y 's
DAlSrs

PRINOE a? WALES* THEATRE.
(Proprietor, Mr. K oga*  Ваиса. Manager, Mr. C. J. A a n .)  

ГО-N IG H T, at 8.15, the successful New Comic Opera, by Gao. R . S n «  .„л ». 
.tuie by F. O t stono Саха, entitled n “ ,T

B L U E -E Y E D  S U S A N .
Mr. A R T H U R  R O B E R T S  as Captain Crosstreei 

•oar* opts at 7.50. Box-office open daily from 10 till 10.
SPECIAL M A T IN E E  S A T U R D A Y  N E X T , May 31, a t2.50,

QARRICK THEATRE.
Lessee and Manager, Mr. John H u t

Ť O -N IG H T . at 8.15, an Original Play in Three Acts, written hr Svrm  
itil ltd A  FO O L'S  P A R A D ISE . Mr. John Hare, Messi*. F. К ет, H i R t *  
rereton: Mesdames Olga Nethersole, Beatrice Ferrar, BlakUton, and Kate Rata' 
55, by U Y  D A U G H T E R . M i»  Moodle. M is. W . Fraier, Mr. đ. В « Г Л  
ír . Е . Cantilar) opea daily 10 till 5. Doors open 7.30. No fees. A rri.. ı i - ^ Tír.
оигток

THEATRE.LYRIO
(Mr. H oracn S bdgkr, Leasee and Manag«.)

T O -N IG H T , at 8.80, T H E  M O U N T E B A N K S , bv W . S . G ilbrrt and A tn n  
' “ « *  Geraldine Uinuu-, Aida Jenoure. Eva Mtwre, Jessie Moore, and Lucille s ì S t a  
lopti Brough, Frank Wyatt, 1. Robertson, Fnrneaux Cook, Arthur PUy&ir, ChnS 

î î d Ч “ 5( Monkhoüíe. Musical Director. Mr. Ivan СаМ. P
; 7.40. T H E  S E N T R Y . Mr. j .  Porteous, jsnd Misses M. Field Wisher. Florø» H ' 
•sue Moore. Door* open 7.301 M A T IN E E  E V E R Y  S A T U R D A Y , at 2.30 Boi-oSr ' 
)  a.h. to 10 r.w. '  —

taas iLe.er—(-/6  1 o) 12-01-o ,o  s/u 
tWH—U K  2) 1L S 8-İÎ*  3Я  
:n t ix o -U H  к )  12i5.— İH  Jí 
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РЯ/V A T E  POST CARDS.

Ik June, 1872, the Postmaster-General issued the following 
notice :*

“  Notice is hereby given, that on and after the 17th June 
private cards may be taken to the office o f the Inland Revenue 
to be impressed with a halfpenny stamp under conditions 
which may be learnt on application at the office; and when 
thus impressed, but not otherwise (for adhesive stamps will not 
be accepted in payment of the postage), they may be trans
mitted through the post between places in the United Kingdom 
under the following regulations :

“  1. The words * Post Card ’ and ‘ The address only to be 
written on this side ’ must be printed on the front of the cards, 
as in the case o f the official post card, the Royal Arms being 
omitted ; but there must be nothing else (the address excepted) 
printed, written, or otherwise impressed on the face o f the carda

“ 2. Nothing whatever may be attached to the cards,
“  3. The cards must not be folded, nor may they be cut or in 

any way altered after they have been impressed with the half
penny stamp at the office of Inland Revenue.

“  4. On the back of the cards any communication, whether 
of the nature o f a letter or otherwise, may be written or 
printed ; but such communication must not extend to the front 
side.

“ Private cards will not be supplied to postmasters for sale to 
the public. It must be distinctly understood that no cards, 
except those which are impressed with a halfpenny stamp at the 
office of the Inland Revenue, can pass through the post for the

* The Postmaster-General, in his annual report for the year ending 
31st March, 1873, saye that the permission to allow the public to send in 
their own cards to be stamped was granted in compliance with the urgent 
solicitations of the Committee of Wholesale and Retail Stationers of the 
United Kingdom ; but, he adds, “  of this concession little use has been 
nude.*’



postage of a halfpenny i f  they have anything of the naton of 
a letter written upon them. There вееше to be much mis
apprehension on this poin t”

D e s ig n .— The die for embossing the stamp on cards nnfa 
the foregoing regulations was prepared by Messrs. De La Вщ 
and Co. from the original die of Mr. W . Wyon, and consists of 
the diademed profile o f the Queen to the left 
in white relief on a 'p la in  solid ground of 
colour in an upright oval, outlined by a single 
white line, and measuring 22 } x 18 mm. W ithin 
the oval, and in curves following the contour, 
is h a l f p e n n y  above the head, and p o b t a g e  

below it, in white block letters, the two words 
being separated by a conventional ornament.

The regulation size o f the cards is 4 }  by 2 }  inches (120 by 
72 millimètres).

Impression.— The impression is embossed in white relief on 
a pink ground o f the same tone of colour as that of the one 
penny envelope.

A t first the word “  t o  ” appeared on the face of the cards, but 
this is now for the most part omitted.

There are many varieties, dependent on the mode in which 
the legend is printed, the ornamental character of the type 
employed, and the lines under the word “ p o s t  c a r d . ”  The 
authorities do not object to these provided that they are not 
too obtrusive ; but one s in g u la r  instance of departure from the 
official regulations is worthy o f being recorded. A  supply of 
cards was presented for stamping by the Chiswick Press, of 
21, Cook’s Court, Chancery Lane, on which highly ornamented 

capitals were employed for the letters commencing the words 
p o s t  and c a r d , between which the Royal Arms were intro
duced, which is contrary to the regulations. By some accidental 
oversight the cards were admitted, the presence of the Arms 
being donbtless overlooked at the tim e; and as the precedent 
was once established in favour of the Chiswick Press, the 
authorities continue to stamp for it cards similarly printed,

250 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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PRIVATE POST CARDS. 251

though they refuse to depart from their regulations in favour of 
any other applicante. There are two varieties of these cards, de
pendent on the lettering, but the Royal Arms are found in both.

Coloured and fancy printing is admitted, and a long list of 
varieties might be made by enumerating varieties of lettering, 
lines, ornaments, devices, and colours, but they do not appear to 
us to require any further notice.

The following regulations emanating from the Inland Revenue 
Office are those still in force.

“ Regulations under which post cards brought by the public to 
this office can he impressed with halfpenny postage stampa

“ 1. They must be white, i.e. not tinted in any way.
“ 2. They must be of the same dimensions as the official post 

card ; viz., inches by 2 £ inchea
“ 3. They must not be thinner than the official post card ; viz., 

1 2 0  to the inch ; nor thicker than the telegraph card ; via, 60 
to the inch.

“ 4. The words * p o s t  c a r d  ’ and ‘ t h e  a d d r e s s  o n l y  t o  b e  

w r i t t e n  o n  t h i s  ВШЕ ’ must he printed on the face, as on the 
official post card, but there must be nothing else (the address 
excepted) printed, written, or otherwise impressed on the face 
of the card.

“ 5. All cards must he sent in with evenly cut edges.
“ 6 . At the right upper comer of the face of the card a space 

measuring 1 J  inches from the top edge of the card and 1  inch 
from the side must be left for the stamp, and this space must he 
free from print both on the face and the underside.

“ Not more than 1 0 , 0 0 0  can be received in one warrant.
“ Not less than 480 can be stamped.”
No card other than the official poet cards, or private cards 

stamped as above, is allowed to pass under a halfpenny stamp 
if it beam any communication in the nature of a letter, except 
H be a “ circular letter j"  i.e. a letter having internal evidence 
that it is intended for transmission in identical terms to several 
persons, and the whole or greater part of which is produced by 
means of ordinary typo, engraving, lithography, or any other 
mechanical procesa In this latter case the “  circular letter may 
have an adhesive stamp of one halfpenny affixed to it, or the 
P°*tage may be paid at the Post-office.”
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ESSAYS, PROOFS, AND TRIALS.

Following the order of arrangement laid down at the 
commencement of this treatise, we will now proceed to give a 
short description of some of the principal essays, proofe, and 
trials of postage stamps and envelopes, which we consider are 
chiefly interesting in a historical point of view, as tending to 
throw light not only on the gradual growth of the system, but 
also on certain stages in the production of the stamps ultimately 
issued to the public.

To attempt to give a complete list of all these would not only 
exceed the limits of the present work, but would prove a weari
some and fruitless task, and unnecessary for the object we have 
in view ; hut we shall endeavour to meet the wishes of those 
who take an interest in the subject by chronicling euch speci
mens as are usually met with in collections, while at the same 
time we shall duly record some others which have come under 
our notice, and, after careful examination, appear to deserve 
mention. But very few accounts of English essays have ever 
been published in works treating of philatelical subjects ; these 
few we have consulted j* but our principal sources of informa
tion have been derived from the examination of the contents of

* “ A Descriptive List of the Envelopes, Labels, and Embossed Stamps 
suggested before the issne of the vignette Malready Envelope.”  Stamp 
Collector’s Magasine, voL i. p. 52.

“ Addenda to Mount BrownYs Catalogue.”  By Dr. Viner. Ibid, pp.37, 66.
“ Notes on the Proofs and Essays of Great Britain.” By Mr. Philbrici. 

Ibid, voL vi. p. 130.
Mount Brotõràfs Catalogue. Fifth Edition. March, 1864.
Dr. J. E. Cray’s Catalogue. Edition 1866, pp. 165-162.
Magasin Pittoresque. Par Ы. N. Rondot 1863.
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the best English and foreign collections, and all the specimens 
described have heen examined by us unless the contrary is 
expressly stated. In describing these specimens we have not 
thought it necessary to overload опт pages by entering into the 
minutest descriptive details ; it has appeared to us to be sufficient 
to give only so much as would serve clearly to identify the 
individual specimen, adding to this the mention of any specially 
interesting features.

But very few essays date from a period much anterior to the 
agitation for postal reform, commenced in the year 1837, and 
which culminated in the passing of the Act of 1839, establish
ing a uniform penny postage : the reason being one which we 
have previously stated, that up to this period the Post-office 
was regarded by the public as a mysterious but almost perfect 
machine. When the agitation fairly set in there was no lack of 
advice from crotchet-mongers ; and when, after the Act was 
passed, the Lords of the Treasury addressed their invitation to 
“ artists, men of science, and the public in general," “ My 
Lords” were overwhelmedVith suggestions on all sides. Very 
few of the authors of these, with onfe notable exception, that of 
the late Mr. C. Whiting, gave to their suggestions any practical 
form by sending in actual specimens of stamps or envelopes of 
which they proposed the adoption. Even the “ Mulready ” 
envelope finally adopted, ° ш1 +■» * *-Ьа first prize offerii Ky

” was иигпгНмЦ was sent in to the Treasury in the 
form of a pencil sketch. Ninety-nine per cent, of the rest were 
consigned to the Treasury waste-paper basket, and were never 
heard of afterwards. It is true that several designs appear to 
have been sent in subsequently, but so soon as public opinion 
had declared itself in favour of the adhesive stamps of one 
penny and twopence, and the embossed envelopes of the like 
values, there was nearly an end to any further proposals, as all
*w that the Government had availed itself of the highest 
blent and skill that could be found, and that it was fruitless to 
endeavour to disturb a state of things with which every one 
Appeared to be content
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Doling the subsequent period there has been nothing to call 
for any essays. England has not suffered from political convul
sione. The Sovereign who gave her assent to the Act for 
establishing the uniform penny postage still sits on the throne; 
and whenever the Post-office authorities have been in need of 
an additional stamp, the contractors who supplied the others, 
than whom none better1 could be found, were ready to m iniabr 

to their wants. It was only when it became known that the 
line-engraved stamps were to be replaced by surface-printed 
ones, that any fresh essays were submitted to the authorities, 
and those on a very limited scale, as it could scarcely be sud 
there was an open competition.

The other branch of our subject, viz., the proofs and trials 
made in the course o f producing the stomps and envelopes 
as ultimately issued for public use, seems to us to p om  
peculiar interest, inasmuch as these proofs and trials serre to 
mark the different phases through which the stamp has passed 
before it has become perfectly developed. This part of oui 
subject we believe we have been so fortunate as to he able to 
make comparatively oomplete, or at all events sufficiently so 
to show how the results achieved have been attained.*

With these prefatory remarks we will now proceed with an 
account o f those essaye which belong to the histoiy of tbs 
agitation for postal reform initiated in 1837, and the proposals 
submitted for the approval of the Government and the public 
in that and the succeeding years. As it is not possible to classify 
these in the chronological order of their production, when tbs

* Engravers and printers as a rule keep specimen proofs on plate, Indis 
paper, or on card from every die they produce. Proofs of this kind 
are called die proofs, and are usually taken during the progress of the 
work to judge of the results obtained, and to enable them to form ss 
opinion of the workmanship and of any modifications which have been 
introduced, or which may he deemed necessary. When the die is com
pleted, proofs sue frequently taken before it is hardened, and also after it 
has been hardened. When the Opiate is prepared, the proofs taken to 
decide on colours and other details are called plate proof», to distinguish 
them from those taken from the original die.

[t<**
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A D  H U S I V E  POSTAGE L A B E L S . \
j r \ '  -■ m

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir,—I do not know who invented adhesive postage 

labels, hut it was not Sir Rowland Hill or any of his 
contemporaries. Towards .the end of the reign of 
Louis XVI, they were in use in France ; they were 
oblong, on something like bank-note papei. The 
upper half only was coated on the hack with some 
sort of gnm, and in front was “  Postes,”  then some 
emblems, and then “  Coller la partie supérieure ”  
(stick on the upper half). The second half had no 
cement, but was marked “  Laisser flotter la partie 
inférieure ”  (leave the lower half free). When the 
letter was delivered the postman tore oS the free half 
and thus cancelled the stamp.

The present simple way of cancelling the stamp by 
means of the date is new. The first penny stamps and 
Mulready covers were cancelled by a special device, 
a sort of corrugated Maltese cross. The late Bomba 
of Naples objected to having his portrait spoiled, and 
a glance at a good collection will show you that the 
information round the stamps alone was maculated.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, -
S. G. WOOD. I

109, Highbury New-Dark, N., Jaa. 20, få jo . I
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proposals emanated from  the same person at Tarions periods, we 
ghall describe them under the namee o f  their several authors 
wherever they are know n to us.

When we come to treat the second branch o f  our subject we 
shall adopt a different mode, and endeavour to follow  as far as 
possible the general plan o f  this work, on ly departing from it 
where it is necessary in order to  avoid prolixity, or where 
convenience may require.



U s i .

SECTION L

(i)  ESSAYS AND PROPOSALS SUBMITTED PRIOR TO 1840.

C h a r l e s  W h it in g .

T he late Mr. Charles Whiting, the eminent printer of 
Beaufort House, in the Savoy, Strand, London, was one of the 
first who made proposals to the Post-office authorities to reduce 
the rates for the conveyance of printed matter, and for that 
purpose to employ stamped envelopes, or “  Go Frees.” * These 
were proposed by him as an experiment, which, if successful, 
were to be followed by applying them to written matter, f

Mr. Whiting married the widow of Sir William Congreve, 
the inventoT of the original machines used at Somerset House 
for embossing in colour. Sir William Congreve was also the 
patentee of a process of compound plate printing, whereby 
impressions were struck off in two or more colours at a single 
operation of the press, which was effected by two or more 
plates fitting into each other with great exactness, so as to form 
one complete design.

Compound printing was extensively known from the circum
stance of its being employed in printing the Government labels 
used for denoting the duties on patent medicines. For some 
years these labels had been printed in two colours, the second

* These must not be confounded with a trial obliterating circular stamp 
in black, with go free across the face, and post office round the outer 
edge, on a plain engine-turned groundwork resembling an ordinary office 
seal, the whole being enclosed in an outer circle of dots. It is frequently 
found on the covers bearing the name of Mr. Wyld, subsequently de
aeri bed.

f  Second Report of Committee on Postage, 21st June, 1838. Questions 
11,263-4.
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of which was added to the stamp by passing it through the 
prees a second time. Work thus done always shows its origin, 
and has a tendency to get out of “  register,” as it is termed by 
printers, for the second printing scarcely ever comes exactly in 
its proper place. By the Congreve system this defect was im
possible, and an accuracy as well as clearness before unattainable 
was secured.

Mr. Whiting made his first proposals to the authorities some 
time previous to March, 1830 ; but they were not entertained, 
nor have any specimens of the “  Go Frees” been met with by
us.

In March, 1830, he renewed his proposals, and subsequently 
submitted them to Lord Althorp, Sir Robert Peel, and Mr. 
Spring Rice. He failed, however, to secure the support of any 
of these Chancellors of the Exchequer, the Stamp Office de
claring that the scheme was not practicable, so far as that 
department was concerned.

In the specimens of covers laid before the Committee of 
Postroffice Inquiry in 1837 by Mr. Dickinson, there is internal 
evidence that the designs were the work of Mr. Whiting ; but 
so far as he was personally concerned he does not seem to have 
taken any further steps until he appeared as a witness before 
the Select Committee of 1838, when he produced specimens 
printed by him “  as medicine labels " in two colours, most 
probably by the Congreve process. He added that he proposed 
to print the stamps on bands as used for newspapers, and not to 
paste or affix them as labels on envelopes.

We have not been able to meet with any specimens of the 
stamps submitted by him to the Committee ; but it would appear 
that they were similar to the “ Go Frees.”

In the couree of the proceedings Mr. Whiting also produced 
to the Committee a folio sheet of paper bearing impressions of 
two separate stamps, the иве of which he advocated. They 
were printed on paper specially watermarked “  Post Office," and 
did not resemble the “  Go Frees.” The design was an oblong, 
printed in colours; but the report of the proceedings of the

e



Committee does not mention what the colours were, and with 
the most diligent search we have failed in finding specimens of 
these stamps. The Blue Book, our solo source of information, 
states that one bore the legend “  p o s t  o f f ic e —printed matter 
under one ounce, price I d ;” and the other, “ p o st  office— 
written matter under one drachm, price 2d.”

The agitation set on foot by Sir Rowland НШ for the 
establishment of the Penny Postage has been noticed in our 
introductory chapters, as also how the Mercantile Committee, 
by its Post Circular and other publications, contributed to 
stimulate the proceedings of the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons, and to influence the course taken by the Ministry 
of the day in conceding penny postage.

Mr. Whiting was one of the prominent supporters of the 
movement, and from time to time produced from the resources 
of his establishment various practical suggestions to aid in 
carrying out Sir Rowland Hill’s plans, illustrated by specimens 
of the graphic art, designed either to show the method by which 
the postage might be collected, or to meet some objections which 
arose during the discussions. Several of these specimens were 
circulated by the Mercantile Committee during the progress of 
the agitation.

After the Act for establishing the penny postage had passed, 
Mr. Whiting, in response to the advertisement of the Lords 
of the Treasury, addressed to “  artists, men of science, and 
the public in general,” himself contributed a paper, illustrated 
by specimens, which was adjudged worthy to receive one of the 
premiums awarded by the Treasury, one component element of 
Mr. Whiting’s suggestions being the use of the Congreve 
embossing press, which gave the relief in white on a ground of 
colour, similarly to that subsequently made use of for embossing 
the penny envelopes at Somerset House.

W e will now proceed to describe such of Mr. Whiting’s 
designs as we have been able to examine, taking ’first one 
which was submitted to the Lords of the Treasury in 1839.

258 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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Adhesive Label.
1 . The Royal Crown in a white upright oval disc was sur

rounded by three concentric oval frames, within a square 
measuring ţ ţ  inch or 23 mm., the upper and lower ends of the 
outermost oval line being intercepted by the lines of the square.
The innermost oval frame bore an engine-turned pattern of white 
lines forming small festoons, the outermost a similar pattern in 
lattice-work, while on the middle one, which was solid, was in
scribed, in the upper part, principle suggested, and in the 
lower, beaufort house, in white letters. In small ovals on 
either side were the letters v.r., on white ground, in script 
capitals, and in small coloured squares at the four angles were 
a, 3, c, w, in white, one in each square. The spandrels were 
filled in with horizontal lines.

The die was engraved on metal, and arranged on the Congreve 
principle to print one or two colours as desired. When arranged 
for two colours the impression showed four lanceolate blotches 
radiating from the centre (where they nearly met) towards the 
angles, with four triangular ornaments between them, giving a 
sort of harlequin appearance when striking contrasts of colours 
were used.

The stamps were surface-printed on white unwatermarked 
wove paper, and also on thick card, in blue. Impressions were 
also taken in two colours—blue and red, green and red, and 
black and red.

Embossed Stamp.
2. The head of the Queen to the right,* without diadem, 

with a pendent curl behind, in two concentric oval frames, the 
inner composed of an engine-turned pattern of white lines, similar

'  This essay is remarkable as being an infringement of the numismatic 
rule adopted in Great Britain of representing the Queen looking to the 
kft, each Sovereign looking in an opposite direction to the immediately 
1‘ftceding one. We know of no instance of the Queen being portrayed 
°u a stamp actually issued looking in any other direction than to the left,
'Mept in the cases of some of the Colonial stamps.

S 2

i
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to that m the inner oval of the label last described, the outer of 
an interlacing pattern, similar to that of the frame of the current 

one penny envelope stamp, interrupted at the top by the word 
paid, in large shaded block lettera. The oval measured ex
ternally l-^c by 1Д  inch, or 30 by 33 mm. This design was 
embossed in white relief on coloured ground on unwatermarked 
wove paper, also on thick cardboard. The following colours are 
found : blue, of deep, full, and clear azure shades ; green ; rose
pink; carmine; orange-yellow.

Harwood’s Envelope.

3. A notion being very prevalent, especially amongst persons 
engaged in business, that it was desirable for the letter and the 
address to be on the same piece of paper, to evidence its trans
mission by the post, many of the competitors produced covers, 
inside which the letter might be written, and which when 
folded would show the frank stamp on the outsida With this 
object in view Mr. Whiting prepared the present cover.

The design consisted of an elaborate rectangular transverse 
oblong. The inner space for the address, measuring 4| by 2J 
inches, was covered with a small-patterned engine-turned ground, 
enclosed in a triple frame about inches wide, ornamented 
with a groundwork of a larger pattern. The letters v.R. in 
florid monogram were introduced in ornamented circles at the 
upper left and lower right angles, the other angles being filled 
by similar circles enclosing bunches of rose, shamrock, and 
thistle. These circles were connected on the side margins of the 
frame by scroll-fashioned ornaments, and between them in the 
upper margin was Harwood’s, and in the lower envelope, both 
in large shaded block letters. The whole design measured 8} 
by 7 inches.

The impression was in colour, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

This plate was prepared to execute an order given to Mr. 
Whiting by a stationer named Harwood, and the words “ Har
wood’s Envelope ’’ were inserted in the plate to show how any
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required inscription might be effected. The copies used fot the 
order are in green, other colours are trials. ***■ ta~its.c.L få0-1 * . с с

We have described these essays in the above order because, V fåt j) бигнл*. 
as submitted by Mr. Whiting, the three designs were impressed 
on one sheet of paper. , t

On the one side the design of the cover (No. 3) extended 
over nearly the whole of the surisee of the sheet, leaving but a 
«mall blank margin ; on the reverse side to the right, where 
when folded the stamp would come, the label (No. 1 ) was im
pressed, and in the left upper comer the embossed stamp (No.
2) was struck. On the face of the cover was printed in black,
“ S pecimen  o f  E n v e l o p e , S t a m p , a n d  A d h e s iv e  L a b e l  sug
gested by Charles Whiting to the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury as exemplifying his suggestions for carrying out the 
mechanical requirements of a cheap postage.

We have seen the following combinations :

С от«» . Eniomid Stamp. Adhkeivb Label.

Red-brown Blue Blue and red
И Green and red

Rose »1 II
Blue Rose-pink ft H

We now resume the consideration of the stamps, or the 
adhesive labels, as they were then termed.

Adhesive Labels.
4. A large figure 1 in an upright oval, with p e n n y  in a curve, 

enclosed in an oval frame, within a rectangle nearly square, 
measuring Ц  by 1Д  inch, or 32 by 31} mm., flanked on each 
side by v.n. in small script capitals. A narrow reticulated 
border extends round the rectangle except where intercepted by 
the oval, and within small squares at each angle of it is the 
numeral 1. In the oval frame is the inscription n o t  t o  e x c e e d  
in the upper part, and h a l f  o u n c e  in the lower. The ovtJ 
İnme is composed of an engine-turned linear pattern, showing 
m bicolour printing the words p o s t  o f f ic e , in large block lettere.
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Th© impression was in bicolonr on white wove unwatermarked 
paper, also on white card, and is found as follows :

Groundwork red, lettering blue
f  Э black I) It
II 

I »
green
blue

1)
t t " J 1

on paper.
OMİ «

on card.

5. The design consists of a small circular disc in red, in an 
upright oval black disc, round which are three concentric oval 
borders, all enclosed in an ornamental square black framing in
terrupted by the oval at the top and bottom. A single line 
extends round the whole rectangular frame, which measures 1-’5 
inch, or 34 mm. square. In the interior oval is ounce, with

above and “  ld .”  beloer; in the upper part of the oval band 
p o s t  o f f i c e  p e r m i t ,  in Roman capitals, and in the lower to 
c a r r y  m a t t e r  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  i n  w e i g h t ,  in small block letters. 
AU the inscriptions are in white on particoloured ground, the 
die being on the Congreve principle, printing sixteen irregularly 
shaped red blotches radiating from the oval framing enclosing 
the inside black ovaL 4

The impression was in black, with red blotches, on stoutst 
white wove unwatermarked paper. oÆ » см « 7 íUcA<lív c***~.*i 

This label was circulated attached to the left upper comer of 
a printed circular headed, “  The fears of the paper-makers and 
stationers about collecting postage by means of stamps allayed." 
The circular, after calling attention to J&0 Rowland Hill having 
recommended the use of small adhesive stamps, enlarged on 
their advantage, and combated the idea that any government 
monopoly of stamped covers and paper injurious to the paper 
trade would he created by their adoption.

6 . This design consists of a small white transverse oval, on 
which is “  Id.” in Italic type, surrounded by two concentric oval 
frames—the inner with white engine-turned lines, the outer 
coloured with p o s t  p a i d  above and b e a u f o r t  h o u s e  b e n e a th , 

in white letters; the whole in an oblong rectangular frame, 
measuring |  by Ýs inch, or 16  by 14  mm.
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ESSAYS AND PROPOSALS. 263

The impression is bicolonred on the Congreve principle, and 
eo arranged as to show four oval loops radiating to the angles. 
The paper is white wove and un watermarked. The colours in 
which the impression is struck are red and black, blue and red, 
and red and blue. v

7. This design consists of a small circle, in which is “  Id.” in 
white on a bicoloured ground, enclosed in a white square, in 
which are the words post above, paid below. The letters v.r. 
flank the circle.

The impression is in bicolour, like No. 6, and on similar 
paper.

The colours in which the impression is found struck are red 
and black, blue and red, and red and blue.

 ̂ 7a, Nos. 6 and 7 are printed one under the other, and be
neath are three similar labels of nearly identical patterns—the 
one nearest No. 7, inscribed b e a d f o r t  h o u s e ,  in a circle ; the 
two lower ones showing merely the Congreve dies, with varieties 
of ornament in similar colours to those already described. The 
whole forms a long label with curved ends in a plain rectangular 
outer coloured frame, measuring 3$ by }  inch., or 28 by 19 mm.

In some specimens the Congreve groundwork of the upper 
label is repeated in the two lower ones, with the addition of a 
small reticulated pattern in white lines over the whole surface.

8. The design consists of an oblong, measuring 3| by f  inch, 
or 98 by 19 mm., showing seven circles, of varied patterns of 
lathe work, side by side, having as central devices respectively— 
the first c, in Roman capitals; the second, w in Old English 
type ; the third, w in German text ; the fourth and fifth, о w in 
interlaced Italics ; the sixth, о F w in similar letters, while the 
hut is left blank. They are all printed in bicolour, on a ground
work of four lanceolate ovals, and four irregular figures extending 
beyond the circles.

The impression is on stout white wove unwatermarked paper, 
in bicolours of black and red, A a/* *  ь&л. c. w лща
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2 6 4  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

• 9. On a sheet of white wove un watermarked paper, Ков. 6
and 7 to the left, No. 4 with No. 5 below on the right, are all 
printed in black and red.

Embossed Stamps.
10. Embossed head of Queen Victoria to the right, as above 

described (No. 2), struck in colour, in the left upper comer of 
small-sized envelopes, without any device on flap, and on half
sheets of white wove unwatermarked note paper.

5 ^ -»  ц й М . The impressions are in white relief, embossed on ground of 
1 , rose-pink, green, and dark blue.

On one of the impressions in rose-pink Sir Howland Hill has 
written the following observation : “  There is too much power 
in the engine-work ; it should not be raised up at all, to prevent 
its being electrotyped."

One of the green impressions is embossed on the “ Improved 
Safety Envelope (registered November 18th, 1840, by Mitchell 
and Son, 39, Charing Cross *),” and on this Sir Rowland Hill 
has added a memorandum o f the price, “  9<L per dozen.”

The deep blue impression, from which our description ia 
taken, is numbered By hand, “  enclosure] 1326,” and in the 
place usually occupied by the stamp, the essay No. 7, with 
the lower label b e a u f o r t  h o u s e ,  is pasted on.

11. The design was identical with No. 10, save that the word 
p a i d  was suppressed, and the space occupied by it left blank 
A third oval band was added round the whole, and the stamp 
measured 1 ^  by 1Д  inch, or 34 by 39 mm.

The impression was struck in relief, on a black ground, on 
* yellowish-white wove unwatermarked paper. *

12. The design consists o f an upright oval with plaip ground 
in a wide oval frame, ornamented with engine-turned linear

* This date is interesting, as showing that the design was submitted 
after the failure of the Mulready envelope, and probably before the imw 

, of the one penny embossed envelopes.
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designs. In the upper part of the central oval, on an engine- 
tmned ground, are the letters v.R., separated by a Crown, below 
„ЫсЬ is a curved solid band with the inscription post  o ffice . 
In the lower part 1<L on a solid ground of colour, with h a l f  oz. 

on an incurved tablet below. The stamp measures 1$ by I f  inch, 
or 37 by 44£ mm.

* It is embossed in relief on white wove un watermarked paper, 
without colour, and also with blue and with pink grounds. In 
this latter colour it is found struck on the left upper comer of 
envelopes, and also on Harwood's envelope (No. 3).

13. The design consists of the Royal Ärms and motto in an 
oval-form garter, within a collar of the Order of the Garter, with 
the badge pendent below, surmounted by a Crown and Lion as a 
crest; the whole in an engine-turned circular frame, I f  inch, or 
40 rnm^rn d ia m e te r^ ^ ^

It iseiruck^in relief onw hitow oya unwatermarked paper, 
without mlouB^and аккГ*on -a UatTground, extending to the 
gaiter, which к о п а  solid ground of- colour.**-- cr о

И  Embossed heads of the Queen and Prince Albert to the 
left in white relief, on a solid circular disc of colour, measuring 
lTlj  inch, or 27 mm. in diameter. The Queen is represented. 
with a diadem and a pendent curl behind.

The impression is in white relief on a blue ground, and is 
struck at each angle of the face of an envelope of white wove 
uuwatermarked paper, without any inscriptions or device on 
the flap.

This essay—the only one known where the Queen and the 
Prince Consort are both represented—is of great beauty and 
exceptional rarity. The presence of the head of the Prince 
ehowa that it dates from about 1840. The copy from which 
this description is taken is one of the originals prepared for the 
Treasury, and which happened to be retained by Mr. Whiting, 
by whom it was presented to Mr. Philbrick.

£П4Лх_
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• Covere and Envelopes.
IK. The design consists of an oblong engine-torned rectan

gular frame, measuring 4Д by 2| inches, or 103 by 72 mm., 
within which is an oval engine-turned frame, the interior 
being covered with a minute pattern of similar work. In 
the spandrels are straight tablets ; those in the two upper angles 
are inscribed with p o s t  o f f i c e  and p e r m i t  in white block 
letters, and, on the upper edge of the oval, is a small oval with 
v.R. in monogram of florid Italica In the lower labels an 
“ p r i c e  l d ”  and o u n c e ”  in white Boman capitals, with 
m a t t e r  n o t  t o  b x c e e d  i n  w b i g h t  in smaller lettering in a 
tablet between them. The impression is on white wove on- 
watermarked paper, in black, green, lavender, and blue.

This essay, printed in blue/appeared in the Post Circular, 
No. 12, 30th April, 1839, and was also extensively distributed 
by the Mercantile Committee as a specimen (the word spécikén 
being printed in the border above the v.R.), on a half-sheet of 
paper, with a strongly worded appeal printed on the back, setting 
forth the advantages of a uniform penny post, and demonstrating 
that such stamps, especially if printed on peculiar paper, such 
for instance as “ Dickinson’s," would be practically secure 
against forgery.

It is highly interesting as an illustration of one of the mod» 
adopted to impress the public with the feasibility of Sir Rowland 
Hill’s proposals.

16. The design consists of an oblong frame, measuring by 
3 f inches, or 122 by 91 mm., to be printed on the face of an 
envelope, the centre part showing an oblong white space for the 
addirne, with canţed angles, surrounded by a frame of_ enriched 
scrolbwrofe~ antT ^ ^ W 'oraamenle, wrih^y ^ T e i f âffêgoncal 
figures at the “ Г Р ^ уЧ г^  and marginal wreaths,of foliage and 
fruit /aurrô upd the centre. In tŽ&Tnune a b ov e (the spawjor^j, 
the addresses a small tablet, and in the space below is a cherub 
above an elongated oval tablet. The whole is on an engine-.
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hímed groundwork of a minute pattem, and is surrounded by 
in exterior frame of two plain lines.

The impression is in blue, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

16a. Same as the last in every respect, save that the space 
for the address, and the tablets above and below it, are filled in 
with a solid ground of colour.

The impression is also in blue.

17. The design is of irregular shape, formed by a circle 2f 
inches in diameter, superposed on a transverse oblong, with in
curred angles, measuring 3 by 2 inches. On each side, inter
secting the larger circle, is a smaller one of 1 J inch diameter, 
that on the left having in the centre a group of heraldic 
emblems, and that on the right v. R. in monogram of ornate 
Italic capitala The whole is filled in with an engine-turned 
groundwork of various patterns.

The impression is in blue, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

On the same sheet from which our description of this essay is 
taken are impressions of the stamp No. 1, in red and blue, and 
in blue.

18. The design is a rectangular-shaped transverse oblong, 
measuring 4 } by 3| inches, composed of a minute diamond- 
ehaped pattern of engine-turned work, enclosed in a frame 
I inch wide, composed of curved interlaced lines, with a floriform 
ornament resembling a Tudor rose in each angle.

The impression is in colour, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper. The following colours are found : pale and deep ochre- 
yellow, red, pale blue.

18a. Similar to the last, but the pattern of the groundwork 
end border is slightly modified, and in the angles are conven
tional ornaments with flowers.

The impression is on similar paper, and is in a pale shade of 
blue.
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19. The London and Westminster i 
mentioned, contained, in its issue for
on the New System of Postage. To this article were appended 
specimen sheets of various designs, and amongst others some of 
the principal of those prepared by Mr. Whiting. On these 
sheets we find specimens of relief engraving, and also of 
“ Patent dry coloured embossing and dry stamping without 
colours, as practised at the Stamp Office.”

These include :
First, impressions o f the “ Post Office Permit," No. 15 

above described, with a transverse oval device of engine-turned 
work with “ Id,” in an inner circle; two circular designs of 
elaborate engine-turned work, with “  №  ” and a space left to fill 
in the numeral ; a larger but similar design with no inscription, 
and a head of Mercury with caduceus in a circular medallion, 
all with ornamental borders, and printed in black on white paper.

Second, a large oblong design of geometrical engine-turned 
work, with horder containing a scroll formed of ovals, circles, 
and conventional ornaments, with two others of smaller dimen
sions, all printed in black on the same sheet of plain white

On another sheet, printed on the Congreve principle, with 
combination plates, are Nos. 4, 5, and 7a, in red and black, 
below which are Nos. 12 and 13, both struck in white relief on 
blue ground and in plain white relief.

20. An article by Robert Hupt, on Compound Plate printing, 
was published in the Art Jdumaly iw  1846, This article ex
plained the art of embossing in relief with coloured ground, 
and that of printing from compound plates in several colours at 
one impression after the Congreve system. •

To illustrate these processes Mr. Whiting printed some of 
his most remarkable designs on a sheet of cardboardjnserted in 
the above-named periodical

The designs are enclosed in a highly ornamented emt

paper.

by a rectangular exterior border of ei
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tomed work printed in green, measuring 8| by 1 1  inches, or 
223 by 279 nun. Within the frame is an impression of the 
oval die of the Queen’s head to the right, No. 2, printed in ó~rC* fy t
cumino, below which the essay No. 1 is twice printed, enee in 
Ыне and red, ánxf oaee'iifplam  blue,'ami?below the whole is 
Na 17 in plain blue.л On the reverse is an oblong specimen of 
printing from Congreve plates in red and green, with the in
scriptions, P R IN TE D  В Т  CH ARLES W H IT IN G , BEAU FORT HOUSE,

STRAND, LONDON, FOB PROTECTIO N  A G A IN ST  FORGERY. PATEN T 

COMPOUND P LA TE  P R IN T IN G .

The above specimen, which showe the various styles .and the 
beauty of Mr. Whiting's work to great advantage, Ima-now пя

, fortunately becomi/rare.* - -3fr:
A Reprints.

When the interest attaching to original proofs and essays 
firet led collectors to inquire for specimens of i&h Whiting’s 
productions, as nqpe of those originally taken »omamed, new 
impr ĵonsuMBa^İB tha j jgarn ■863 af lžruck off from ■eeíae'óf 

^tk^lates, before the great fire which destroyed
Iieaufort Housa These reprints are easily distinguishable from 
the originals j by the tones of colour employe^ being much 
brighter and more viriti аяудак They are all
struck on white wove unwatermarked paper.

The following is a list of those which we have seen :
No. 2. Embossed head of the Queen.

Vermilion, deep red, green, ultramarine blue.
No. 12. Id. Iaige oval, emberesed in relief.

White, ultramarine blue, rose, deep red, green.
No. 14. Queen and Prince Albert.*.

.<(**ƒ в ( \ л л с М у е — y-'örMge-yeÜow.'T^^uX^k lßl^  r ^

No. 15. Post Office permit. ^  ^ A««** ţ;
Rose, red-brown.

No. 16. Cover, with allegorical figures and cherub.
Ultramarine blue.TOf-fc. ,

Tlťaíreprinlris on cream-coloured paper, and showý the onter margin 
ef the die? 7*f~r <»' ■ '■ r * ~*r~~—i —p.»**- ■ **Jj
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Guam rw K night.

M«r Charles Knight, of Ludgate Hill, London, publisher to 
the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, under the 
auspices of which the Penny Magazine was established, took 
considerable interest in the movement set on foot in 1834 for 
the abolition of the “ Taxes on Knowledge,” and the reduction 
of the chargee on the transmission of newspapers through the 
post He appears to have suggested that newspapers should 
be allowed to pass through the post for one penny each, and 
that the postage might be collected by means of stamped 
wrappers.

The proposed alteration in the Newspaper Tax was not 
carried out until the year 1837, when the tax on an ordinary
sized newspaper having been reduced to one penny, the im
pressed stamp carrying with it free transit by the post, the 
proposition of Mr. Knight naturally fell through, though it 
does not appear that it ever went farther than a mere suggestion, 
or assumed the form of any direct proposition, much less of 
any actual design.

Stead.

'  Л и  Stead, an inhabitant of Yarmouth, appears, from the
evidence of jfit. Louis, formerly Superintendent of the Mula, 

* given before the Committee on Postage, in 1829, to have pro
posed to the Post Office the principle of collecting postage by 
means of stamps ; but this proposal never seems to have taken 
any more tangible form, or resulted in specimens of any kind 
being produced.

. Q g  T  g . G ray.

Dr. J. К  Gray, F.R.8., of the British Museum, states, in the 
preface to his Catalogue of Postage Stamps, that he believes he 
was the first who proposed, in 1834, the system of a small 
uniform rate of postage to be prepaid by stamps, and that it 
was “ in fact the mere application of the system used with 
regard to newspapers to letters in general.” He also adds that





T .  M .  W e a r s ,

solicitor. 16  B A N K  S T R E E T ,  D U N D E E .

13th Novr. 1908.

U. 4 S

Dear Sir,
I beg to direct your attention to what ie undoubtedly 

a mistake in your and the late Ur Westoby'e work on the stampe of 
this country.

At page 270 you state that Mr Louis gave before the 
Committee on Postage in 1829 evidence that a Mr Stead of Yarmouth 
proposed " collecting postage by means Of stamps."

Evidently relying on this information Messrs Hardy &
B a c o n  i n  t h e i r  w o r k  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 0 ©  a t  p a g e  4 V  s t a t e  m I n  B n g l a n d

Prom investigation which 1 have made at the British
Museum I find that Mr Louis gave his evidence in 183£, and that 
what Ur Stead prpposed were " stamped sheets of paperi!"

You will find in the last number of ? The Stamp Lover 
a communication from m4 on the subject, to which the Editor has 
appended the evidence of Mr Louis dealing with Mr Stead’s proposal.

Yours truly,
Г. A. Fhilbrick, Bsq. ,

К. С
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he found there was no chance of getting attention to the plans 
be suggested without he was able to devote the whole of his 
time and attention to the development of them, which his other 
engagmente precluded him from doing. It is clear, therefore, 
that his suggestions never took the form of any absolute design.

Covers a n d  E n v e l o p e  pju^ s e d  p g n  t h e  L o n d o n  D ib t r ic t  Роет, л

In their Ninth Report, maž  Ža July, 1837, the Commissioners 
of Postoffice Inquiry recommended the adoption of covers of 
the value of one penny and twopence, in which letters not ex
ceeding 1  oz. and 6 oz. respectively might be enclosed for free 
transmission within the limits of the London District post. It 
vas proposed by the Committee that these covers should be 
made of “ Dickinson ” paper, and specimens of the covers, and 
of an envelope constructed out of one of them, were annexed 
to their report. In consequence of the appointment, in the 
month of December, 1837, of a Select Committee to examine 
the whole subject, the recommendations of the Committee 
of Postoffice Inquiry were not carried out, and the designe 
proposed by it were not made use of.

The specimens attached to the report were three in number, 
and are—

First. An elaborate engine-turned rectangular design, measur
ing 177 mm. wide by 218 mm. deep, on half a sheet of letter
sized white “ Dickinson” paper, traversed horizontally by ten 
blue parallel threads, inserted at distances varying from one-half 
to three-quarters of an inch apart. Within this engine-turned 
design is a circular band of similar work, but of another pattern,
20 mm. wide and 93 mm. in diameter, the interior of which is 
left as & blank space for the address. This circular band is 
divided into equal segments by the introduction of four transverse 
ovals, opposite each comer of the rectangle, the major axes of 
which measure 47 mm. These ovals on one side extend into the 
engine-turned work of the interior of the design, and on the other 
we partially superposed on two smaller engine-turned ovals. The 
Urge ovals which intercept the circular border are designed as



follows : The upper left and the lower right show v.r . in script 
capitals, with a Crown between the letters, on a central white 
ground, and the inscription London district post, in white block 
letters, in an exterior engine-turned border, the position of the 
words of the inscription being reversed in the two ovals. In the 
right upper oval and the left lower one, the letters v .r ., separated 
by a Crown, occupy the centre on a white ground, while in the 
border of the former ie introduced not excieding , in white block 
letters, on an engine-turned ground, and one ounce, one pennt 
in coloured letten on a white ground. In the opposite oval the 
inscription is varied, by placing the words one ounce, in white 
block letters on an engine-turned ground, and not to exceed 
one ounce, in coloured letters on a white ground.

The impression of the whole is in yellow-ochre.
Second. The second design attached to the report is an 

envelope, measuring 125 by 91 mm., formed out of the half
sheet just described. As the lozenge-form for the envelope ia 
cut out of the half-sheet diagonally, the silk threads necessarily 
run across the face of the address space in a similar way.

Third. An engine-turned rectangular ornamental frame, 
15 mm. wide, encloses the whole design, which is printed on a 
sheet of “ Dickinson" paper. The frame measures externally 
155 by 237 mm., and the interior is divided into three com
partments of nearly equal size. The upper compartment is 
entirely covered with a moiri pattern in lathe-work. The middle 
one is traversed horizontally by four pairs of silk threads, and 
is left blank for the address, save that at the top is twopence, 
in large block letters, and in each angle is a design in the form 
of a quadrant In the angles of the two upper quadrants are 
the letters v.a, in block letters, with a Crown between them, all 
in white, on a solid ground of colour, enclosed in a curved border 
of engine-turned work, with London district post in two Imee 
in white block lettera. In the two lower quadrants, the lettere 
v .r  with the Crown are enclosed in engine-turned curved 
borders, with the inscription to carry not exceeding 6 
ounces in three lines, in coloured block lettera The lower

2 7 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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c o m p a r t m e n t  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  moiré p a t t e r n ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

u p p e r  o n e ,  e x c e p t  a t  t h e  l o w e r  p o r t i o n ,  w h e r e  a n  o r n a m e n t a l  

ta b le t  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  p o s t  o f f i c e  c o v e r , i n  

c o lo u r e d  b l o c k  l e t t e r s  o n  a  w h i t e  g r o u n d .

/
The impression of this cover is in green.
These designs all bear on the face of them conclusive evidence 

of their origin in the printing establishment of l&r. Charles 
Whiting, and were probabljr^sabmittad t o  the Committee by 

iimaţLjTi conjunction with Mr. Whiting c

ДыУ»<*л4 d.*J~
[(U.
</• 
У .

J a m e s  W t l d . ,

Jfić James Wyld, of the Strand, London, map publisher and ^  t (. (cC tr  
geographer to the Queen, submitted an envelope or cover to the 
Treasury in 1839, the design of which was produced and printed 
for him by *ff. Ghariss Whiting. *

The design itself has been already fully described in the 
account of M » Whiting’s essay No. 16, but as submitted by 

Wyld was modified in the following manner. A ground
work of horizontal lines was introduced into the space left for the 
address, and on the upper tablet was the inscription p o s t a g e  p r e 

p a i d  b y , and in that below the cherub, j a m b s  w y l d , g e o g r a p h e r  (гео^гаДАег 
rfţ. to  t h e  q u e e n , all in white embossed letters on a solid ground 

of colour. The design was made about 3 mm. longer than .the 
essay No. 16 above referred to, by the addition of fouřfineeat 
each of the two ends, so that it measured 126 by 91 mm.

The impression was on a half sheet of white wove unwater
marked letter paper, folded as a cover. Wa hali eve that the 
plate was originally prepared by Ma-C.  Whiting, at the instance 
of ifer Wyld, and Mint M- Whiting himself submitted speci- .
mens without the inscription.

We have seen specimens printed in pale ochre, in blue, and 
in red.

In a copy before us, printed in pale ochre, the upper label is 
defaced by a circular obliterating stamp of 27$ mm. in diameter, 
struck in black. This stamp has V.R. in Italic monogram in the 
centre on a white ground, enclosed in a eolid coloured border,
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•with the inscription c a n c e l l e d  p o s t  p a i d  in white block lettera, 
the whole being surrounded by an external border of engine- 
turned work.

On other copies we f i n d  the circular obliterating stamp pobt 

o f f i c e  g o  f r e e  before described, struck on the upper tablet, 
and sometimes also on the face of the design in addition.

fiJlL ____Specimens MatKmt these obliterating marks «и  not .known «_
aolleettõbs, which would lead to the inference that JAf. Wyld’g 
proposals also included obliteratiftfffihnriis.

W « i M * M  W y o n .

M i r  William Wyon, A .R .A ., Chief Engraver of Seals to the 
Queen and Engraver to the Mint, whose name is so well known 
as the author of the die for the head of Her Majesty on the 
embossed stamps, offered design for an adhesive stamp con
sisting of a helmeted head of Britannia to the left, in a circle, 
within a square of 19£ mm. In the circle above the head is 
p o s t  o f f i c e , and below the head £ oz. o n e  p e n n y . Facing the 
head and within the circle sue numbers composed of two, three, 
or four figures, the signification of which we are unable to ex
plain, further than they appear to represent certain index num
bers. The whole is engraved in anaglyptograph, and is struck 
on white hand-made unwatermarked paper, in black.

This essay is beautifully executed, and is of the highest 
degree of rarity. The specimen before us shows four of these 
stampe, disposed two and two, at distances of four millimètres 
apart, separated by lines, also in anaglyptograph, of about 1 £ 
millimètre broad.

J. W. P a r e e r .

In 1838 Mr. J. W. Parker, printer to the University of 
Cambridge, with a view to assist the movement in favour of 
the plans of Sir Rowland Hill, printed on half a sheet of letter 

jry, I paperja list of books published by him, on the reverse eide of
$J*+I which was the address, “  Mr. John W. Parker, Cambridge Bible 

• л Warehouse^ West Strand, London,” enclosed in a wide oblong
* Г  frame, with the interior angles truncated, measuriDg^abûüt M

l i  /muffir!
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Theby 3 inches, and composed of л diaper-patterned design, 
colour of the impression was^pehre-yellow.

This circular was stitched up in the pamphlet published by 
W. H. Ashurst/^W e and Reasons, &c., and is found opposite b 
to page 30 of the first, and ty page 43 of the second edition. /

S lE V IE R . j. £/‘‘ /8(tö /<Y 6-f
Mr. Sievier, the шшньЫ sculptor, in 1839 proposed the 

adoption of stamps with an embossed centre, such as the Queen’s 
head, the Royal Arms, or any other device, surrounding the 
embossment, with a pattern in two or more colours.

The actual specimen submitted by him consists of an upright 
rectangle with incurved angles, measuring I f  by I f  inch, or 
42 by 37 mm., within which is an oval with a white disc in the 
centre, on which is embossed a many-rayed star device in plain J T Ä  X^<nxt 
white relief. On a solid curved tablet above the circle is 
p e n n t , and in another curved tablet below, p o s t ,  both in white 
block letters. The space between the circle and the oval is filled 
in with an engine-turned reticulated design, and that exterior
to the oval with vertical, Цпеа  ̂ ^

The impression is in rea«browm£jçd blue, the latter being that 
nearer the circle, and so dieposSďŤ® to show a scalloped ex
terior line, the tablets being also in blue. It is printed on a 
half-sheet of ootava white “  Whatman ” hand-made note paper, 
dated 1839. On the rest of the half-eheet is printed a descrip
tion of the proposed plan, with an estimate of the cost of 
production— £30 per million on sheets to fold as a letter;
£ 6  5a per million as separate adhesives, with a guaranteed 
production of a million per day. Copies of the specimen were o^o/ 
stitched up and circulated in No. 65 of the London and West
minster Review, together with specimens of the productions of 

Whiting and others.
IS ■ ■ C h e v e r t o n .,Цр4^(-хл41̂

Mrv Cheverton, who, with Mr. Whiting and Mr. Sievier, 
submitted designs in response to the Treasury advertisement, 
was awarded one of the premiums. ^ İ to*. xi f9if.

* t  2
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We have not been able to see the design Mr. Cheverton sent 
in, bnt it is stated, in the London and Westminster Review, voi. 
xxxiii. p. 504, to have been “ a plan full of originality." Mr. 
Cheverton “  recommended an embossment of a female head of 
the greatest beauty, to be executed by Mr. Wyon, and stamped 
by a peculiar machinery of Mr. Cheverton’s own, which would 
perform the process with great rapidity."

This is all we learn, and the only remark we make is, that 
the integral parts of this plan were carried out in the envelopes 
bearing the Queen’s head, engraved by Mr. Wyon.

J a m e s  C h a l m e r s .

Mr. Chalmers, a bookseller and stationer of 4, Castle Street, 
Dundee, forwarded to the Mercantile Committee a proposal, 
dated 8th February, 1838, which appeared in the Post Circular 
of the 5th April following.

Mr. Chalmers’ proposal was in substance that stamped slips 
should be printed at the Stamp Office on prepared paper, fur
nished with adhesive matter at the back, and issued to the 
public as required ; that these should be affixed to the letters, 
and that the postmasters should stamp them across the face in 
course of transmission. He also contrasted the advantages of 
adhesive stamps over covers and envelopes.

Two specimens accompanied the proposal, consisting merely 
o f square single-lined frames, measuring ţ ţ  inches, or 18 mm., 
enclosing letter press inscriptions in six lines, the one being,
G E N E R A L POSTAGE. NOT EXCEEDIN G H A L F  A N  OUNCE. ONE 

p e n n y  ; and the other being similar, “  one ” being inserted 
in lieu of “ half an,” and “ twopence” for “ one penny.” The 
editor appended ã note to the effect that Mr. Hill did not limit 
his proposals to covers or envelopes, and that adhesive stamps 
were desirable as a method to serve public convenience.

Mr. Chalmers also prepared and sent to the Treasury a small 
8 vo sheet, a copy of which was stitched up with the Post 
Circular for 1838, containing virtually the same proposals, but 
with four similar letter-press specimens, disposed in two rows,



/  (May 6) the postage-stam p celebrates the fifty years' jubilee b f its 
in England. Perhaps w e may conveniently trim by saying that 
r o f its invention belongs to James Chalmers, the bookseller, though 
s i introduction is due to Sir Rowland HilL It has been proved by 

: investigation that Chalmers bad had designs o f postage stamps pro- 
I ill he printing press in 1884. T he first o f  these was round in shape, and 

the postage-stam p collection  q f H err Sicgm und Friedl, in 
near Vienna. T w o four-cornered -specim ens are ih  the 

■ -  —, —reeum, but a third form , that with the effigy o f the Queen 
tn s  probably designed by  the engraver, Bafcm, who had been com m is
'  by Sir Rowland Н Я  to  design an artistic stamp for sticking on letteké ; 
t may have been flie  work o f  Cheverton, who when thé Treasury gave 
I *  August, 1830, that the design for the postage stamp was open to com 

’  İh *  pattern which had on it a picture o f a  fem ale bråd o f  great

y • * .
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slightly varying in the wording, and reading, p o s t  o f f i c e  

u n d e r  H A L F  OUNCE [ o n e , t w o , t h r e e  o z . ]  weight ONE PE N N Y 

[2<L, 4(L, 6d.].
A ll t h e  s p e c i m e n s  w e r e  p r i n t e d  o n  p l a i n  w h i t e  w o v e  p a p e r .

F orrester.

Samuel Forrester, officer of Excise at Falkirk, in a pamphlet 
consisting of ten 8vo pages, dated 14th December, 1839, laid 
before the Treasury his plan for carrying into effect the General 
Fenny Postage. The main feature of his proposal consisted in 
allowing evory jwpaymnlrer to have his paper stamped for postage 
stamps by the Excise officers of the district who charged the 
duty on the paper at the mills, under various safeguards set 
forth in the pamphlet, which contained full details of the mode 
recommended by him for carrying out his plan. He proposed 
that these stamps should be impressed on folio, quarto, and 
octavo sheets, and specimens of such sheets were annexed to 
the pamphlet, on each of which was pasted a fac simile of the 
stamp, printed in lithography.

The design of this stamp, to be impressed on «n  8vo sheet, 
was circular, formed by the inscriptions “ Edinburgh” at the 
юр, and “  No. 326 o c t a v o  J oz.” being eet round in a circle 
measuring about 35 mm. in diameter. Within the circle was 
1st quar.— one fenny— 2 d J uly, 1840, the whole bemg in 
Koman capitals, save the value and size, which were in hinds 
letters. A lithographed copy of the design, on white wove 
unwatermarked paper, was cut round, and pasted on the quarter 
or 8vo sheet, in such a position that when it was folded the 
stamp appeared at the right upper comer of the address.

A second design was printed for the half or quarto sheet— 
<JUART0 being substituted for o c t a v o ,  and J oz. for i  oz.

The third design was similar— f o l i o  and 1  oz. being substi
tuted for the previous size and weight, and the value t w o p e n c e  

for o n e  p e n n y . This was applied to an entire or folio sheet.
The interpretation of the design was as follows : E d i n b u r g h  

showed the collection where stamped; No. 326, the Excise
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number of the mill where stamped; 1 st Quar., the current 
quarter of the year when stamped ; 2nd July, 1840, the day, 
month, and year when stamped. The stamps expressing the 
size of the sheet and weight allowed to be transmitted by the 
various sizes, any overweight could be charged additional 
postage, to be paid on delivery. He further proposed to change 
the colours at the various quarters of the year as a security 
against the use of illegal stamps.

The proposal does not appear to have found favour with the 
Treasury, but in principle some of the suggestions were identical 
with parts of the system adopted.

JT.&' I*J f :

O  B i s s a g a r .

A design bearing this name is before us. The letters V.R.,
' in interlaced Italic capitals, fill a circular disc, covered with an 
arabesque groundwork in bicolour, and beneath the V.R. is 
o. b i s  s a g a r ,  i n v . Bound this disc is the inscription h a l f  

j  o u n c e  o n e  p e n n y ,  in^om an capitals, the whole forming a
design bounded by an exterior circle, 1 inch or 25 mm. in 
diameter.

The impression, in two colours, blue and orange, is on white 
wove unwatermarked paper.

0Ь»ЛЛ. •

ч?А?4аОл. ,

3. Kji-

T. A
U n k n o w n .♦

plain circular band, 25 mm. in diameter, external
measurement, is inscribed g e n e r a l  p o s t  o f f i c e , and is sur
mounted by the Royal Arms with Crown and supporters. This 
is enclosed within a large circle, 51 mm. in diameter, composed 
of two bands—the outer one with a zigzag ornamentation, and 
the inner one with the inscription o n e  p e n n y  h a l f  o u n c e , in 
Boman capitals, on plain white ground. In the centre is a 
blank circular disc, 13 mm. in diameter, towards which coloured 
linee converge irregularly.

The impression is typographed, showing considerable inden
tation, and multicoloured shades, starting from the internal 
white disc with green, and running through orange to red,
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and from dull violet to grey-blue in the outer border. It is 
struck on a half-sheet of rough white hand-made foolscap paper, 
watermarked with the name of the-maker, J. Rump, 1833.

2. The Royal Arms with Crown surmounted by a Lion, and 
with supporters, is embossed in white relief on a solid ground 
of colour, enclosed in an upright rectangular frame with canted 
angles, measuring 1  by 1Д  inch, or 25 by 30 mm. Below the 
supporters is the Royal motto and heraldic emblems, while the 
bareness of the upper part of the design is somewhat relieved 
by the introduction of arabesque ornamentations.

The impression is struck in pink at the left upper comer of 
an ordinary envelope, and on the face of the copy before us is 
written, by Sir Rowland Hill, “ I f it were not for the engine
turning round them they could be electrotyped from paper.”

3. The design consists of two concentric circles, the outer 
one having a diameter of 1 ^  inch, or 30 mm. ; the inner one, 
a diameter of 26 mm. In the upper part, between the circles, 
is the inscription, in Roman capitals, g e n e r a l  p o s t a g e , and in
the lower t w o  p e n c e , the intervals being filled in with diamond- 'CtiUtua.i, 
shaped ornaments. Across the inner circle is Not exc. one 
ounce, in Italics, in a straight line ; above is a star, and below 
“  2d.” The impression is in pale red-brown, and is in ordinary 
type, on white hand-made foreign-post “ Whatman ” paper.

On t h e  c o p y  b e f o r e  u s  is  “ u s e d ”  h a n d - s t a m p e d  i n  b l a c k ,  s h o w 

ing t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  i t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  t o  e f f a c e  t h e  s t a m p .

4. Within tin oval band, inscribed with the motto of the 
Order of the Garter, the minor axis measuring 18$ mm., is the 
inscription V.R.—-f r e e , in two lines, and below j a n  . 1840. j a n .

— o n e  oz., also in two lines. The oval is surmounted by the 
Royal Crown, and underneath it is a bouquet composed of the 
heraldic emblems of the United Kingdom.

The design appears to have been intended for the face of a 
cover, a portion being marked out by a border 3 mm. wide ; but
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the specimen only shows the left upper angle in which the 
design above described is introduced. About three-quarters of 
an inch below the upper frame border there is a partial repetition 
of the border, above which is . inserted the words in pencil, 
i n t e n d e d  d i s t r i c t  s i o n a t u r e . The whole design is drawn by 
hand, in pen and Indian ink, on a piece of azure laid paper, 
and upon the specimen from which the description is taken Sir 
Rowland Hill has written, in pencil, Acknowledge the receipt. 
R . H .

6 . The Royal Arms, with supporters, motto, &c., designed in a 
spreading form, extending 39 mm. long by 16 high, lithographed 
in black on a sheet of coloured note paper, and so placed that 
when the sheet is folded in three the stamp appears in the right 
upper comer of the face. We have seen it on blue and on green 
paper, both chemically prepared, the obliteration being intended 
to be effected by the application of moisture (presumably acidu
lated), which when applied tums the blue paper white aud the 
green paper yellow. The green specimen before us is numbered 
in pen and ink 2780/41.

6 . Somewhat akin to the preceding is a design composed of 
the Royal Arms, with supporters, motto, &c., very erect, and 
finely engraved on copper. The impression is in blue on pink 
chemical paper, and also on yellow chemical paper. On each 
of the four sides is printed “  One Penny ” in small Roman type 
in red.

7. Within an upright rectangular engine-turned frame, 
measuring 1 ^  by l f j  inch, or 36 by 43 mm., are the Royal 
Arms, with Crown and supporters, and motto, enclosed in an 
irregularly oval-shaped fancy frame, all engraved in anaglypto- 
graph. The impression is in deep blue on white wove unwater
marked paper. Above and below the arms are two small tablets, 
with the inscriptions h a l f  o z . and 1  p e n n y  in small white 
block letters on a red ground, and across each angle similar
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talleta are also introduced, the two upper once inscribed re
spectively p o s t  o f f i c e  and 8t a m p , and the two lower ones 
to c a r r y  n o t  and e x c e e d i n g  f  oz. The tablets in red are 
over-printed. i*. v *ícL.

8. The design is somewhat similar to that last described, and 
consists of the Royal Arms, with Crown and supporters, engraved 
on the anaglyptic system, but embossed in relief within a rect
angular transverse oblong frame, measuring I f  by I f  inch, or 
29 by 27 mm. In lieu of the motto d i e d  e t  m o n  d r o i t  the 
words p o s t  o f f i c e  s t a m p  are substituted. The impression is in 
dark blue, on white wove un watermarked paper; and in four 
sides of the frame are introduced tablets, with white block 
letters on a red ground subsequently printed. The inscriptions, 
commencing from the left side, read n o t — e x c e e d i n g — h a l f  

o u n c e .

9. The design is very similar to that last described, the frame 
measuring 1 m. more in height. W ithin a double-lined interior 
frame with truncated angles are the Royal Arms, Crown, and 
supporters, togother with the motto below, engraved on the 
anaglyptic system, and embossed in relief. The arms within the 
garter are in white relief, and the groundwork of the design is 
composed of a small dotted pattern. The impression is on white 
wove unwatermarked paper, and in the margins o f the frame 
are, over-printed in red, commencing from the left, p o s t — o f f i c e  

— s t a m p — o n e  f e n n y . It is found printed in dark blue and 
also in green, both with red lettering.

10. A  rather primitive design is before us, consisting o f a 
small sheet of paper ruled by hand in squares o f f f  inch, or 20 
mm. each, in each o f which is pasted a circular disc of thin 
green paper 17 mm. in diameter. There is nothing to explain the 
object of the design, which it would seem wae intended either 
to be obliterated by a hand-stamp at the post-office, or to show 
the mode in which some proposed design should be arranged on 
the sheet.
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(2) ESSA VS AN D  PROPOSALS SUBSEQUENT TO 1840.

F o r  the reasons given in our introductory remarks, but very 
few essays or proposals were submitted to the authorities sub
sequently to 1840. Some few essays were prepared in 1879, 
when it became known that the typographic system of printing 
was about to be adopted for the twopence and inferior values ; 
but in the absence o f permission from the parties by whom they 
were submitted, we do not feel ourselves at liberty to describe 
those which we have seen.

1 .  M e s s r s . A r c h e r  a n d  B r a n b t o n  (T he “ P rin ce Consort”
E ssays).

In the year I860 Henry Archer, whose name is associated 
with the invention of the perforating machine, entered into an 
arrangement with Bobért Edward Branston, who, with his father, 
were well-known engravers, to engrave a die from which stamps 
might be printed on the surface principle, similar to that then in 
use in France, conceiving that they might be manufactured at a 
lower cost than those produced from steel plates, and that stamps 
printed by the dry process would not present the same difficul
ties in the use of the perforating machine as he had experienced 
in his experimente on sheets printed from steel plates. Bronston 
availed himself o f the assistance of S. W . Reynolds, an engraver, 
but there appears to have been some delay in the preparation of 
the plate, as specimens of the stamps were not ready till 12th 
September, I860, when Archer wrote to the Marquess of Clanri- 
carde, the Postmaster General, to apprize him of the fact In 
March, 1851, Archer and Branston submitted a proposal to the 
authorities to print the whole of the postage stamps required by 
the Inland Revenue Department, on the surface principle, at the 
rate of fourpence-halfpenny per thousand, and a specimen of the 
stamps known as the “  Prince Consort ”  essaye accompanied the 
proposal.
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From the evidence taken before the Select Committee o f the 
House of Commons in 1852, o f which Mr. P. EL Muntz, one 
of the members for Birmingham, was the chairman, it appears 
that the die, as first engraved by Mr. Reynolds, bore a repre
sentation o f the Queen’s head upon it ; for Mr. Edwin Hill, in « 
reply to question 816, saye, “  I cautioned him as soon as I knew Л*,<г(2 
what he was about.” Branston also, in reply to question 516, 
says, “ We were ordered to destroy all the impressions, and 
therefore they have been destroyed;" and then, producing 
specimene o f the Prince Consort essays, he adds: “ These are 
heads of Prince A lbert" From this it may fairly be inferred 
that the imitations bearing the Queen’s head were entirely 
destroyed, especially as no copy is known to have survived.

Whether the specimens then produced to the Committee were 
prepared by Mr. Reynolds or by Mr. Branston is not known, 
but they were shown by the latter as samples o f what might be 
done by employing the dry process or surface printing in their 
manufacture, and were gummed with pure white gum.

The design consists of the head o f Prince Albert to the left, 
on an engine-turned background, the whole being nearly identical 
with that o f ţjyj then current one penny stamp, save that the 
engraving was of a much coarser description. Malusse crosses 
were introduced into the upper angular blocks, the lower ones 
aH bearing the letters F. j. on white letter blocks. The sheets 
were of two sizes— one having twenty rows o f twelve in a row, 
and the other twenty-one o f such rows ; the former were printed 
in red-hrown, the latter in black.. .The size of the stamp is 18J 
by 22 mm. The impressions were struck on ordinary white 
wove unwatermarked paper, and the stamps as produced were 
not perforated. О

2. M e ssr s . B r a d b u r y , W il k in s o n  a n d  Co .

In the year 1861 Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co., bank
note engravers and printers, of Farringdon Road, London, 
designed and engraved in line on a patent surfaced plate a stamp 
representing the value of threepence. The design consists of a



full-faced bust o f an allegorical female, crowned with a wreath 
of rosea, and having a mantle thrown over the left shoulder; the 
head is enclosed in a circle, with a background of fine diapered 
work, all within a double-lined upright rectangular frame, 
measuring 19£ by 24 mm. On a plain curved white tablet 
above the head is p o s t a g e ,  and in a similar incurved tablet 
below t h r e e p e n c e ,  the spandrels being filled in with horizontal 
linea The impressions were taken off in various colours on 
thick cream-coloured unwatermarked paper, and also on card. 
W e have seen the following ; viz. :

Rose-red, blue, ultramarine-blue, green and black, on paper; 
purple and brown On card.

These stamps were engraved for exhibition only, together with 
other specimens o f workmanship executed by the firm, and were 
never submitted to the Post-office authorities.

3. M e s s r s . D e La Eue a n d  Co. (E xperim ental).
Probably somewhere about the latter part o f the year 1861 

Messrs. D e La Eue and Co. designed and engraved a stamp 
which, so far as we are able to learn, was prepared with the 
object of showing the facilities afforded by some other system 
of printing than that which they were then making use of for 
printing the fourpence adhesive postage stamp. In an upright 
rectangle, measuring 18 by 22J mm., is a circle 15^ mín. in 
diameter, in which, on a groundwork o f horizontal lines, is в 
portrait in profile to the left (said to be that o f the King of 
Portugal), the spandrels being filled in with a reticular pattem 
running vertically. On the right and left of the head the 
numeral 3 is introduced in white within a minute double-lined 
circle. Above the head, on a solid straight tablet, is e x p e r i 

m e n t a l  in white block letters, and on another similar tablet 
below p o s t a g e  t h r e e  p e n c e  in two lines. On comparing the 
stamps with each other slight variations may be seen, and the 
experiment, so far as each stamp being a perfect fa cs im ile  of the 
others, cannot be said to have proved successful.

The stamps were printed ten in a row on white wove un-
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ESSAYS AND PROPOSALS. 285

watermarked paper, and were neither gummed or perforated. 
Each stamp is defaced by two white Ц п осЛ и и а д  л е wtjf  the plate 
diagonally. The impressions seen by us are in violet ae£ rose- 
pink̂  Ллл Ж.

4. Messrs. D e L a R ue and Co. (One H alfpenn y).

1AjrÀ*
4*. Cb̂ JSL.

In 1870 Messrs. De La Rue and Co. submitted a design for 
the new value then about to appear. The design consists of an 
upright rectangle, measuring J by £ inch, or 18J by 22J mm., 
in which is the Queen’s head of the usual type to the left, set in 
a plain oval band, touching the outer left vertical and the upper 
lines of the rectangular frame. Four large squares are found 
in the angles for the lettering, the upper right and lower left of 
which are joined by a diagonal line running across the stamp, 
and severing the head and neck. The lower half thus divided 
is rendered on a plain ground o f colour, on which, in large 
figures, is “  Jd.” The right upright border o f the frame has a 
Greek pattem, and in the lower is a plain tablet to receive an 
inscription. The impression is taken from the die on white 
enamelled card in lake and in black. 5

5. W . H. H o o p e r  ( One P enny).

Mr. William Harcourt Hooper, engraver, of 28, Fleet Street, 
London, prepared and engraved on wood a design for a stamp of 
the value of one penny, in 1879.

The design consists o f a diademed head of the Queen to the 
left on a horizontally-lined ground, enclosed in an oval beaded 
frame, with a border of three lines— one thick between two 
thin ones— which at the angles form squares for the lettering. 
Ribbon scrolls respectively inscribed in block letters— p o s t a g e  

on the left one, o n e  on the upper one, and p e n n y  on the right 
one—fill in the sides and top o f the stamp, while the space 
between the lower letter blocks is occupied by a garland of 
oak and bay. The whole forms an irregular upright rectangle, 
measuring J by $ inch, or 19 by 23 mm. The impression is in 
black on India paper, and was taken from the original wood block.



The design is extremely effeotive, and forms a pleasing varia
tion to Л е monotony o f the stamps o f Л е Government seri«. 
The design was not accepted.

6 . U n k n o w n  (L oca l P ostage Stam p).

W e ought not to omit to notice a stamp, dating from 1862 or 
1863, not uncommonly found in collections, but of Ле author
ship o f which we have been unable to ascertain any particulare. 
It is engraved in line ; but from the general inferiority of the 
workmanship, Л е London engravers, to whom specimens have 
been submitted, are of opinion that it is country work. From 
the legend we should be led to suppose that at best it was 
intended as a specimen of workmanship, but it is also possible 
that it was produced solely for Л е behoof or mystification of 
collectors.

The design consists of the Royal Arms in a shield, superposed 
on a circular garter, measuring 20 mm. in diameter, on which is 
inscribed local postage stamp. This is enclosed in an upright 
rectangular frame, measuring 24 by 29 mm., wRh a diapered- 
pattern ground. In  the upper part above, and touching the 
garter, is Л е Royal Crown.

The impression is in various colours, on white wove unwater
marked paper, and the stamps are neither gummed nor perforated. 
W ş have seen impressions in Л е following colours: red, red
brown, pale and slate blue^KÊ -grey^' green ancMorown, in 
many o f which there are several shades.
CoTfM CM*. ■*-*«•< JrJA. <-ало1-
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Lot No.
32 G reat B rjtain : Another good specimen 1

23 — D o ., £1 b row n -lila c on blued  p a p er, fin e  1

24 — 1884-88, wmk. 3 Crowns, £1, the two shades, and
£1, wmk. Orbs, 1891, £1 green, all fine 4

25 —  £5 orange, very fine 1

26 — £5 on blued paper, torn, and 10/-, wmk. Cross,
poor 2

27 — Another, re-perfd. at top, £5 Telegraphs, torn, £1,
wmk. 3 O rbs, very fine, and 8 others 11

28 —  1883-84, pairs o f l£ d ., 2d., 2$d. and 3d., and
singles o f 4d., 5d., 6d., 9d. and 1 /-, all unused, 
with gum 13

29 — Two very fine proofs on glazed card of 
the 3d, plate 5, showing the difference 
between uncoloured and coloured letters
in corners 2

30 — T hree rare E ssa ys, by W a terlow 's, in  green , o f  \ d .,
Ik d ., and 2d. stam ps on on e p iece  3

31 —  P roofs o f the Id ., tw o different colours, im peri,,
on water-marked paper 2

32 — Proofs o f the 1883-84, l jd .  and 2$d., in wrong
colours, im peri., on wm kd., paper 2

33 —  Proofs o f the 1883-84, 3d., in three different
colours, im perf., on wmkd. paper 3

34 —  P roof o f the 1883-84,2 jd ., in dark green, perforated
on wmkd. paper 1

35 — P roof o f the 1892, 4$d., in orange and slate-green,
perf., on wmkd. paper, ra re 1

36 — Collection of, on loose leaves, including 28 unused 268
37 — A very fine Collection, in two plain volumes,

mostly used, and con ta in in g  a fine lo t w ith  
fo r e ig n  postm arks ; the m a jority  o f  the stam ps are 
p ick ed  specim en s, and  th e collection  also in clu d es 
a la rge num ber o f p a irs , strip s, and b locks. A 
valuable lot 2333



L01 No.
4 G reat B ritain : 1841, Id. red-brown, a partly

m ade-up plate o f 196, and 2d. blue, imperi., 
ditto 202 398

5 —  D o ., id . red-brown, rouletted, on entire, scarce l

6 —  2d. blue, plate 13, block o f 10, and four blocks of
4, Id . various plates, all unused 26

7 —  O ctagonal issues, lOd. strip o f four (one torn),, and
single, 6d. (2), and 1/-, tw o pairs, all fine Ц

8 —  D o ., 1 /- g reen , p la te  2, a fin e block  o f  8, bein g  the
2 top  row s w ith  fu ll  m argin s, ra re  8

9 —  2$d . lila c-rose, p la te  2, erro r  o f  le tter in g , L — H ,
F — L , postm arked  “  B 0 2 ,”  ra re  1

10 —  2Jd. lilac-rose, plates 5 ,16 , and 17, rare, all unused
and fine 3

11 —  W m k . m edium  g a r ter , id . carm ine on blue -sa fety
p a p er, u n u sed , and  3 used, none fin e  4

12 — 1855-57, 4d. and 1 /-, 1862, 3d., 4d. plate 14, and
6d. plate 6, all unused, and 4 have gum 5

13 —  4d. sage-green, plate 16, block o f 6, postmarked
Panam a, 10d., block o f 4, postm arked “  C30 ” 
and 2/- blue ditto 14

14 —  2/- blue, a fine block o f 12, postmarked 11 C 38,"
tw o in bottom  row are torn 12

15 —  2 /- brow n , ex trem ely  lig h t p ostm a rk , very  fine 1

16 —  Another overprinted “  specim en,’ ’ with gum, and
fine I

17 —  W m k. M altese Cross, iO/- grey-green and £1
brow n-lilac, f i  ne 2

18 —  A  similar lot 2
19 —  W m k. Anchor, 5 /- rose on white paper, very fin e  1

20 —  Another on blue paper, 5 /- plate 1, a pair, and two
pairs o f plate 2, 5 have foreign postm arks 7

21 —  W m k. Anchor, 10/- grey-green on blued paper,
very fine

5

1



SECTION IL

ESSA ks; PROOFS, AND TRIALS OF THE STAMPS 
ACTUALLY ISSUED.

1. T h e  L i n e - E n g r a v e d  S t a m p s .

W h e t h e r  Mr. Bacon submitted to the Lords of the Treasury 
in 1840 any other designs for the adhesive postage labels 
besides the one which was adopted we have not been able to 
ascertain. Spécim é^-of the work done by his firm were 
circulated in Aho number of the London and W estm inster 
Review, ш  Fobwaiwr 1840, as illustrations of an article on the 
New System of Postage; but it is evident, from the article 
itself, that at that time the proposals made by Mr. Bacon had 
been accepted, and the stamp which afterwards appeared was 
in progress. These specimens consisted o f a group of three 
allegorical figures— Commerce, Plenty, and Art— in a circle 
surrounded by an engine-turned border, and measuring lÿ  inch, 
or 29 mm. in diameter, twice repeated on an octavo sheet On 
the same sheet were the ten commandments, engraved in a circle 
Л  inch, or 14 mm., in diameter, and repeated sixjeyţi times. 
These specimens were circulated to show the facility and the 
accuracy with which designs could be multiplied by Messrs. 
Bacon and Petch’s process.

ţ  đ t O b .

When the engraving of the one penny stamp was in progress 
we find several essays and trials tending to show certain of the 
stages through which the stamp passed, and some experiments 
made during its progress.

«



(а) The mode in which the original die or matrix for the one 
penny and two penny stamps was prepared has already been 
described. After the exact space to be occupied by the en
graving o f the head o f the Queen had been outlined on the 
background o f lathe-work, it was scraped out for the purpose of 
enabling Mr. Heath to engrave the head in the vacant space. 
A t this stage o f the process the upper and lower tablets had not 
been added, but before the colours of the stamps were absolutely 
decided on various trials o f colour were made at that time, struck 
from the background only.

The proofs taken from the engine-turned background, without 
the tablets, and with the space for the insertion o f the engraving 
o f thé head left blank, are on thick spongy white wove paper. 
The following colours have been seen :—

Purple-blue, deep blue, blue, light blue.
Dark brown, red-brown, umber-brown, light umber. 
Brick-red, deep red, pale red.
Black.

These were submitted by the printers pasted on small sheets 
of thick paper in three rows, showing the gradations of colour. 
One of these eheets (unfortunately not quite complete) is before 
us, and its appearance leads us to the belief that there were foun 
or perhaps six, stamps in each row, twelve or eighteen in all, 
besides one in black, which is placed by itself in the margin. 
I f  this conjecture is correct, other shades besides those enumer
ated must have been prepared.

The trials o f colour taken from the background enabled the 
authorities to decide which to adopt for the issue. It will be 
remembered that black was chosen for the one penny and blue 
for the twopence.

(б) Concurrently with many o f these trials, experiments were
also made of obliterating marks to be used in the Post-offices 
for cancelling the stamps ; and to avoid reference to the same 
specimens more than once, these will be noted whenever they 
occur. *

On a pair of the specimens just described, in the lower row,

288 POBTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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ESSAYS, PROOFS, A N D  TR IA LS. 289

»ad extending over both, is an essay of obliteration in black, 
consisting of V. в. in script capitals within a small central cin le, 
round which is a black band, inscribed cancelled post paid in 
white block letters. This is again enclosed in a circular band, 
with an engine-turned device, surrounded by an outer line. The 
whole design measures 28 mm. in diameter.

The Maltese i" in°°|-MI ” "» 'z  afterwards adopted as an 
Effacing mark, is also found on some o f these trials.

(e) At the sale o f the effects of Mr. Charles Heath, after his 
death in November, 1818, two engraver's proofs struck on the 
same card were disposed of, which ultimately passed into the 
collection of the late Mr. Jules Panwels, o f Torquay, and are 
now, it is believed, in the possession o f some members o f his 
family in Belgium.

The firat o f these shows the stamp before the upper and lower 
tablets were added, the background being that o f the type 
subsequently issued. As the head was rather wider than the 
engraver approved, a dotted line to show the extent o f the 
reductions to be made is traced inside the wider outline«. This 
dotted line gives the contour o f the bust as finally issued.

The second shows the head as altered, but with an engine- 
turned background of a different pattern to that adopted, and 
with the words postagi o n *  psbn t  at the foot in one line. 
The head o f this latter, the background of the former, with (he 
tablets added, made np the design as finally approved and 
adopted. Both of these ane struck in black, and being engraver's 
proofs, are probably unique. Por a more detailed account of 
them by the late Mr. Pemberton, вее PhilatdiådtfyoL  i l  p. 16.

(d) It has been previously mentioned (mpra, p. 76) that, 
shout the month o f August, 1840, in consequence o f the diffi
culty of finding effectual means o f preventing fraud by the 
removal of the effacing maries, it was determined to change the 
colour of the one penny stamp from black to red, and at (he same 
time experiments were made with obliterating inks variously 
prepared.

For the purpose of these trials and experiments impressions
v



o f the one реппудТгеге taken by Messrs. Bacon and Fetch on 
plain white wore paperŷ  the npper right comer of the dies 
haying been first covered with wax to prevent a complete im
pression being made. These trials for colour were struck off in 
the various inks and colours then under consideration; the 
adhesive matter or cement was afterwards applied at the back, 
and experimente o f the obliterating marks were made. The 
colours o f these trials ine so numerous and varied that they 
have earned for themselves the title o f the “  Rainbow Series" 
The list subjoined contains the more striking colours ; the letter 
V appended to any implies that varieties of shades and tones of 
the particular colour exist

Red-brown, as issued.
Red-carmine, light and dark, v.
Brick-red, a light shade.
Brown, shades o f reddish, v. - / o -
Brown, shades of umber, v.
Mauve-pink, or rosehortensia.
Purple. п а Ы - *.
Grey, v.
Slate.
Slate-purple, v.
Blue, light and dark, v.
Slate-blue.
Black.

A  specimen is mentioned by M. Rondot (M agasin РШотидш, 
1863, p. 200) with the groundwork in brown and the head in 
pink. This, however, was made by simply inserting the head 
ftom one in the groundwork o f another.

Many specimens, especially the darker shades of brown and 
blue and the red-brown, show the effects of the combined action 
o f the ink and the gum on the back in producing the greenish- 
blue tinge on the paper. Wherever their presence is coincident 
in the white angle squares, as also in the comers and margins to 
which the ink has not extended, the effects o f the chemical 
action are not found. As this point has been fully discussed in

2 9 0  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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treating of the one penny (1840) stamp it is needless to refer to 
it farther here.

Several obliterating marks are found :
1. The Maltees wooo,-eţ croix  pa tee, as then in use.
2. A  series o f seven concentric circles round a solid centre, 

the diameter of the exterior one measuring 24 mm.
These were simply hand stampa The experiments were made 

not only on stamps o f various colours, hut also with various 
kinds of obliterating inks, and were for the most part conducted 
at the Treasury, under the direction of Sir Rowland Hill. 
Specimens o f the one penny black V .R  are found with the 
above obliterations, belonging to sheets which were utilized at 
the Treasury for the purpose of these experiments.

3. A  third kind is peculiar; it presents a series of parallel 
cats through the stamp nearly 2 mm. long, grouped together in 
pairs quite close to each other, each pair being separated from 
each other by an interval o f l£  mm. These cuts веет as if 
made by a spur-wheel, or roulette, which at the same time 
printed a succession o f square black ink marks in line over the 
surface o f the stamp. Whether the puncturing o f the stamp 
wag designed, or arose accidentally from the sharp edges o f the 
roulette, cannot be stated, but of course such a result precluded

f  the use of this kind o f obliteration.
Various other specimens of effacing experiments are found, 

hut the above are those more commonly met with.
(e) When in 1858 it was under consideration to suppress the 

Maltese crosses in the upper angles, and substitute letters in 
their places, and also to insert the number o f the plate on the 
face of each stamp, specimens were printed to show the effect 
of the proposed alteration. For this purpose a roller impression 
of Die 1 o f the one penny (Heath’s original head) was taken, 
from which the Maltese crosses were removed, and an assumed 
plate number o f three figures (1 2  3) was engraved in the reticu
lated framework, the figures being larger and thicker than those 
afterwards adopted. The comer blocks o f the plate were filled 
in with Egyptian or block letters, of a smaller size than those

c  2

ESSAYS, PROOFS, AND TRIALS. 2 9 1



subsequently introduced. The impression was in the ordinary 
red colour, and was taken off on paper watermarked with “ large 
crown ”  inverted. This essay is of exceptional interrat as au 
example o f a stamp printed from Die L , on “ large crown” 
paper, and with letters in all the four angles. It was printed in 
1868, though, as we have seen, the changes were not carried out 
in the one penny stamp till 1861. , „. _  II ■' (trofft»  _ . . . .  «Ж/ Чя.

( f )  For some reason at ntner-wmoh wo-aro unable to state 
trial sheets were struck from Plate .No. 76, approved 7th 
February, 1863, the upper left comer of the dies being waxed 
so as not to take the impression. The blocks in the three other 
comers being blank, and not filled in with the lettering, it is 
evident that the impression was taken off before the plate was 
approved for use.

W e have seen the following, viz. :
1. One penny, carmine-red, on blue laid paper.
2. One penny, blue, on white wove unwatermarked paper.
This latter is of the same shade as the twopence current at

that time, and the specimen we have seen is stamped with a 
trial effacing mark in black, consisting o f a large crown in a 
plain circle, with the word London and the date, 22.6.63, from 
which it appears probable that these sheets were used for the 
purpose o f experiments in effacing marks.

(g ) The British Post-office authorities having determined to 
exhibit İn the Exposition Universelle o f Paris in 1867 a com
plete set o f all the apparatus and material used in the service of 
the Department, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co., at the instance 
o f Mr. Pearson Hill, then Under Secretary to the Postoffice, 
printed in 1866 specimen sheets o f the one penny from Plate 
JNo. 103, Series П ., then current,* both in black and in carmine

* Consequent on the clearness of the impression of these stamps
collecten have frequently noticed that the figure 1 of 103, on the left úde 
of the head, looks as if the up-atroke, or “  eerif ” sa it is termed by 
printers, was on the wrong side of the main line of the figure, but dees 
examination will show that this appearance is created by the reticulated 
groundwork, Mid that the figure itself is merely a hair-lined block figure. 
This peculiarity may be noticed at the left side of clearly-printed penny 
stampe from Platea Noe. 100 to 190 inclusive.
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ied, and o f the twopence, in bine, Plate No. 9. These sheets
—--x.:. _  -*x  -V-----л XU- c « ^ 4were printed on thick yellowish soft ipapoj  ̂which showed the O “*“^  

beauty of the engraving to perfection.*- Tha p°por bom no 
Trntsrmnrh) "™n м  no от&пц»у|ами1 . a* *•

After the close o f the exhibition »few  copies fH nd "°Yg| i»r* ^  
into the. hands of collectors. Specimens o f these stampe asStnot .£•«*'f intotthp^hands of collectors. Specimens o f these stamps ea*yiot-_ , ^
.therefore U> considered ss specially rare. ^  j. »«SSl * -

(A) W e only know o f one proof of Tfee%ne penny stamp i ,  
printed from the plate after the letters in the lower angles had 
been inserted in a different colour to that in which it was 
issued. This was taken off in a dull blue tint from the first 
plate when it was completed, and ready to be printed from, and 
is on the paper employed for the issue, watermarked with a 
“ small crown.” Specimens from this sheet are o f the highest 
degree o f rarity.

(t) In the early part o f the year 1841, when the white lines 
above and below the head of the Queen had been inserted on 
the impression of the twopence, a small trial plate, con
sisting o f twelve stamps in three rows of four in each row, was 
struck off, showing the white lines above and below the head, 
and the Maltese crosses in the upper angles, with the letter 
blocks left blank. The stamps thus produced are not quite in 
true line, nor are they at equal distances from each other. The 
impression was taken off on paper, watermarked with the 
“ small crown” reversed, and the sheet was gummed. The 
colour was blue, o f which two very distinct shades are found.

These proofs are not rare, being ordinarily seen in good 
collections.

( j )  In the latter part of the year 1870, proofs in varions 
colours, of the one_ penny and twopence, were struck off from 
the matrices or original dies as retouched by Humphreys. As 
tbe Maltese crosses on the blocks in the. upper angles were en
graved on the dies and the blocks in the lower angles left blank, 
they appeared во on these impressions, but the white lines, dis
tinctive o f the twopence, and which were only inserted on the 
roller, o f course der not appear.
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These impressions are carefully printed on plate paper, 
mounted on card of a yellowish tone, showing a margin the full 
size o f the steel die of an inch or more all round the impression, 
thus greatly enhancing the effect of the impression.

The word n e w  and the figure 1 were engraved on the die ; for 
(hey appear on the margin, embossed in plain relief, but read
ing backwards. In the twopence the words n e w  D iE^are also
™ И Ь1в- r.

The one penny was printed in black, carmine,^and green ;
The twopence in Hue, black, and green,
Similar proofe were also at the same time struck off from the 

original dies o f the one halfpenny and the three halfpence. 
Those of the one halfpenny were printed in carminef black, 
orange^'ancfblue, the four angles being blank; those of the 
three halfpence were printed, with the four angles in blank, in 
carmine-red, blaçk, Dlue, and green..- ^  « xas, «*. ’W c*

The F orged  One P enny.— From time to time the authorities 
have heen afflicted with scares, which sometimes took the form 
o f fears that the stamps were or might be forged; at others, 
that they were being tampered with by removing the effacing 
marks. One o f these periodical seizures appears to have occurred 
in or about 1860, and the authorities became anxious to kuow 
by experiment how far the forgery of a stamp that would pass 
muster was practicable by ordinary means. For this purpose an 
imitation was ordered to be made by an expert and skilful 
engraver, who was furnished with everything requisite to enable 
him to produce a fa cs im ile  o f the one penny stamp. The 
imitation was purposely left incomplete in one angle ; but the 
impressions taken from the die exhibit differences so palpable 
that the least practised eye could not be deceived by them for a 
moment The result appears to have reassured the authorities, 
and moreover showed the wisdom of employing a portrait as 
the principal feature of the design. It further evidenced the 
propriety not only of retaining the then existing safeguards, but 
rather o f adding to them by the introduction o f others, though
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the greater part of these have heen, we fear, unadvisedly 
abolished in many of the stamps during the past year.

Proofs of the imitation stamp in the colour of the one penny 
were taken from the die on plate paper, and mounted on card, 
and are to be found in official collections.

The Three Halfpence.— (a) In I860 Messrs. Perkins, Bacon 
and Co. were directed to prepare a design for a new value of 
three halfpence. The design, as submitted by them, was only 
what may be termed a scissors and paste adaptation of the then 
current one penny, from a copy of which it was constructed, the 
portions of the lettering which it was desired to hide being 
covered with body colour. The word p o s t a g e  is introduced in 
a curve above the Queen’s head, and below is t h r e e  h a l f p e n c e  

in two lines. White letter blocks are inserted in all the four 
angles, with lettering similar to that then in use on the two
pence. The great similarity of the design with that of the one 
penny caused the authorities to reject it, and to desire another 
to be prepared, in which the difference should be more distinctly 
marked.

(6) The design subsequently selected has been already 
described ; but the reduction of the postage rate contemplated 
in 1860 not having taken effect, the stock was destroyed, except 
some few sheets kept as specimens. Copies surcharged spec м и г  
are common; those unsurcharged are rare. In some the blue 

i'k. action of the gum is much more apparent than on others. The
sheet registered at Somerset House, on which the imprimatur 
is endorsed 22nd March, 1860, is deeply discoloured.

2. The E ив o s s e o  Stamps.

The Tenpence and the One Shilling.— (a) Two designs—one 
for the tenpence and the other for the one shilling—appear to 
have been submitted to the authorities in li&7.by-M » WüliatH- 

The design of both consists of »«Snead of the Queen, 
ай engraved by him for the embossing die of one penny, and
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■was struck in white relief without the addition of any pendent 
curl, in an upright octagon. Within the exterior line of the die 
is a horder, about 2  nun. in breadth, drawn in pen and ink, 
oomposed of zig-zags, with ornaments of dots introduced. The 
octagon measures externally 23 by 25$ mm., and within the 
border, on the plain ground, the value in full is inserted with 
pen and ink in Boman capitals.

( 6 )  In the tenpence the inscription reads downwards— p o s t a g e  

in the left vertical side ; t e n  below the head ; and p e n c e  reading 
upwards on the right vertical side. After the introduction of 
this legend the ground was painted in water-colour a yellow tint 
of green.

(e) In the one shilling the inscription reads upwards from the 
left vertical side, on which is p o s t a g e  ; above the head is o n e , 

and on the left vertical side bhiujng.' The ground is painted 
in yellow buff.

These essays are on thick white unwatermarked paper, and 
are gummed at the hack with a thick coating of yellowish 
gum.

(5) Two copies o f the octagonal die last described were subse
quently struck at a distance of 4 mm. apart on thick cream- 
coloured “ Dickinson” paper, similar to that on which the stamps 
themselves were afterwards etruck and issued^hnt the threads 
passing horizontally acmes the stamps instead of vertically. They 
were struck in plain colour. In one pair the ground is pea-green, 
and was submitted as a trial of colour for the one shilling ; tbe 
other pair, submitted as trials of colour for the tenpence, have a 
ground of yellow in two shades, the one a bright yellow and the 
other chrome yellow.

The hacks of these trials are gummed with good y elio wish - 
coloured gum.

In the stamps as subsequently prepared the « ш ч  octagonal 
«Це was preserved, bnt on the suggestion of Ormond Hill, 

. . rtý^was furnished with an engine-turned border, the work of the
trsa*** late %?M oee, an engraver employecrfor thi« purpose by-Mr?

-Onnnri Hill. *
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(e) Previous to the insertion of the date plugs in the die of 
the one shilling, a proof was, in 185S, struck, in the normal 
colour, green, on white wove unwatermarked paper.

The Sixpence.—A similar proof was struck at the same time 
from Die No. 4 of the sixpence, in lilac, on white wove un
watermarked paper, before the insertion of the date plugs.

ç  3. T he T ype-P rinted  Stakps.

The Fourpence.— (a) The first design prepared in 1856 by 
Messrs. De La Hue and Co., showed the head of the Queen to 
the left in a circle, in an upright rectangular frame o f si-milar 
size with that of the stamp subsequently prepared and issued. 
Above and below the circle are plain straight tablets, touching 
the circle and completing the parallelogram. On the upper 
tablet is p o s t a g e , and on the lower f o u r  p e n c e ,  the spandrels 
being filled in with a reticulated pattern. ^

SbeÇnpreœionjwasrtaken from the die in carmine on white 
enamelled card.

(b) A  trial impression in a dull shade of vermilion was 
taken from Plaţ^No. 8 (supra, p. 116), approved 16th August, 
1866, on a sheet ef white wove unwatermarked paper, which 
was afterwards gummed, but not perforated, fa'?

(c) In August, 1868, proofs were struck fromJDie ÏIL  (supra, 
p. 116) for trials of colour. The impressions, being struck from 
the die, show the letter and date blocks in solid colour. They 
were struck in rose and in blue on white enamelled card.

The Sixpence.— (a) Proofs from Die L (supra, p. 119) were, 
in 1866, taken in emerald green, and also in clear violet of a 
paler shade than that afterwards adopted for the issue. These 
proofs were struck on white enamelled card.

(b) Proofs on white wove unwatermarked paper were taken 
ofi; in two shades of green, from Plate No. 1, approved 29th 
March, 1866,/and also in green on thick soft card.

/ CÚ**-
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On these last proofs experimental trials of obliterations wen 
made. The design of the obliterating stamp consisted of a single- 
line^cîrcle, measuring 1  inch or 25} mm. in diameter, in -which 
was a îhjal Crowi^with the date*2. 4. 56 below. In a curve 
above^was HELMSLET Í̂ÊÍrifime f̂ a post-town in Yorkshire, but 

- с- no obliterating marke of this pattern were ever adopted.
(c) P100^ from Die II., prepared for Plate No. 3, with a 

сдгс̂ м» uvve^.hyphen, were struck off in black, on white wove unwatermarked
paper, previously to the issue. [Vide supra, p. 121.)

(d) Similar proofs were also struck off in August, 1864, from 
Die IIL , prepared for Plate No. 5 (supra, p. 122), the impres
sion from which was approved 30th December following? These

' were struck off in black on white enamelled card, and show the 
die with the letter blocks and all the four circles in blank, and 
also with the upper circles filled in with stars.

. (e) Some sheets for triale of colours were printed from Plate
No. 6 , Issue IIL (supra, p. 122), and from Plate No. 9, Issue
IV. (supra, p. 123). The former are printed on white wove 
unwatermarked paper, and were not gummed or perforated ; the 

" . latter were printed on the paper of the issue watermarked with
“  spray of rose," and were gummed; but not perforated.

These sheets were, we believe, printed in 1870yto assist the 
authorities in deciding upon the colour which should be adopted 
for the new type of this value then in preparation, inasmuch 
&8 so late as April, 1869, a sheet was printed in lilac from Plate 
No. 10 (which was never brought into use) for the reception of 
the imprimatur, and the next plate (No. 11), brought into use 
in January, 1872, was of Type II. The impression from this 
latter plate on which the imprimatur is endorsed is in chestnut- 
brown, one of the shades to be found among the trials printed 
from Plate No. 9.

(1) From Plate No. 6, on white wove unwatermarked paper, 
we find impressions in vermilion, green, and ultramarine blue.

(2) From Plate No. 9, on white wove paper, watermarked 
“ spray of rose,” we find impressions in orange, ochre-yellow, 
brown-red, and clear chesnut-brown.
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The One Shilling.—The first designs for the stamp of this 
value submitted in 1856 show the head of the Queen as finally 
chosen, hut with considerable differences in the construction of 
tbe stamp.

(a) The head is on a groundwork of fine horizontal lines, 
enclosed in a headed circle, touching the sides and top of the 
rectangular frame. Below, in two lines, is postage— one 
s h il l in g , in white block letters, on a straight tablet of solid 
colour. The spandrels are filled in with a reticulated pattern 
somewhat similar to that of Die L

The impression is in red-brown on enamelled card.
On the hack of the specimen from which the above de

scription is taken is a design in pencil of the watermark pro
posed for adoption, composed of the heraldic emblems, disposed 
in a curve both at the top and the bottom of the stamp— a rose 
in the centre, and the thistle and shamrock on either side.

(b) This design is very similar to that ultimately selected, 
hut the oval band enclosing the head is wider, reducing the 
space left for the head. Above the head, on a solid curved 
tablet with rounded ends, is postage, and on a similar incurved 
tablet below one shilling, in clear block letters. The rest of 
the oval band is filled in with a scroll-pattern of fine lines, and 
the rectangular frame is composed of similar lines differently 
disposed. The pattern of the filling in of the spandrels is 
similar to that of the previous essay.

The impression was struck in carmine, on white enamelled 
card. j

(c) This essay is similar to the last, except that the scroll- 
pattern on the sides of the oval border is suppressed, and the 
heraldic emblems of the roee, shamrock, and thistle introduced. 
The rectangular frame is also changed, and composed of three 
coloured lines, the innermost of which is incurved at the angles, 
and a small ornament introduced.

The impression is in pale blue, on white enamelled card.
(d) The next essay presents the stamp as approved and issued 

(see illustration, p. 129), and is printed on glasod̂  white wove
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unwatermarked paper. We have seen it in carmine, in green 
and in ultramarine-blue. o~, «Год

There are white dote in the two lower and^in the upper left 
comers. The specimen printed in carmine is defaced with a 
white cross scratched across the stafnp, and all are found heavily 
effaced with an oval hand-stamped mark/ which is evidently a 
trial o f an obliterating mark. '

(e) A proof impression on thin white wove un watermarked 
paper was taken from the Plate No. 1, in the same shade of 
green as was adopted for the issue. Specimens of these are 
commonly found defaced by an oblique pen stroke across the 
stamp.

The Ninepence.—(a) In 1861 a proof from Die L (supra, 
p. 134) was taken off in black on white wove unwatermarked 
paper. «^ > . .

(b) A  design, differing in many particulars from the stamp as 
issued, was subsequently prepared by Messrs. De La Bue, but 
at what period we are unable to state positively, nor do we know 
with what object it was prepared, unless it were in contempla
tion of the construction of a new type for the value. As a 
matter of course, the sole points of difference are to be found 
in the treatment of the frame, the principal of them being—the 
edge of the nine-curved line surrounding the head is ornamented 
with crescent-shaped dots, instead of consisting of plain lines as 
in the stamp ; the reticulated pattern of the spandrels is vertically 
disposed, but соагвег in design. The inscriptions, postagb, 
nine  penge, are in Roman characters in white, on solid coloured 
tableta In the angle squares the letters are small, and are 
enclosed in single lined circles. The letters on the specimens 
before us, inserted in the upper letter blocks, are v. a . j in the 
lower one, a  o., the signification of which we are unable to 
stata

Copies of this frame were printed in two colours—olive-ochre 
and light brown-red—and the interior portion being removed, 
the frame was pasted on to a head taken from another stamp.
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Xhflt printed in olive-ochre is pasted on to a fiscal stamp pre
pared for the “ Suitors’ Fee Fund account of the Court of 
Chancery that printed in light red-brown, on a head taken 
from a stamp watermarked with “  spray of rose.” The presence 
of this watermark on the head introduced is somewhat remark
able, as it is not found on any stamp prior to 1867. The intro
duction of small lettering, and the absence of any provision for 
the insertion of the number of the plates, would rather tend to 
indicate a retrograde movement. The only supposition which 
appears to us to he probable is, that it was a preliminary design 
for a modification of the ninepence. It will be remembered • 
that the demand for this value suddenly ceased, in consequence 
of a change in the rate of postage, and Plate Ko. 5, approved 
April, 1866, was never brought into use. It may be that an 
intention existed of changing the design of the successor to 
Plate Ко. 6, and that the absence of further call for the stamp 
put an end to the project. W e have chronicled the facts, the 
explanation we must leave to others.

The Threepence. —The die for this stamp was prepared in 
1861, and as the design for the head of the Queen had already 
been accepted, the only portion which gave scope for originality 
was the treatment of the frame.

(a) In the design as at first prepared the trilobed border 
ultimately approved of was introduced into the rectangular 
frame upside down, as compared with the stamp afterwards 
issued. The spaces between the border and the rectangular 
lines of the freme were filled in with a minate groundwork, 
and in the angles were introduced letters reading diagonal-wise,
H. 0, N. T.

Proofs of the die of this border were taken off on whits 
enamelled card in blue and also in carmine.

(Ò) The inner space from tire proof of the border taken off 
in carmine having been removed, the border was pasted on a 
fis. “ Matrimonial Causes ” stamp hearing the approved design of 
the Queen’s head, which was also in carmine. The effect was

I



302 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.

not satisfactory, and it was determined to invert the frame, 
which was accordingly done.

(c) The frame being inverted, the legends were changed so as 
to read properly in the new position of the framework, and as 
so altered, the design was approved. A  plate (No. 1) was con
structed, hut the impressions not being satisfactory it w&8 not 
used, and a second plate (No. 2) was constructed, the impression 
from which was approved 17th October, 1861.

Before the printing had advanced far it was determined to 
suppress the pattern between the trilobed border and the rect

' angular frame, and the die was altered accordingly. Plate No. 
2  appears also to have been altered by scraping away the pattern, 
and in its altered state was again approved 19th March, 1862.

The impressions taken from Plate No. 2, struck previously to 
the alteration, were not only perforated ready for issue, but 
many had been surcharged “ s p e c i m e n  n for distribution to the 
postmasters, and it is believed that a few were actually sent 
out; the bulk, however, of the impression was destroyed. 
These “ specimen" stamps are by no means uncommon, but 

 ̂ copies not so surcharged are very rarely met with.
(d) Proofs from Die IL {supra, p. 138), with solid letter and 

number blocks, were struck in black on white enamelled card
(e) Proofs of Plate No..4, constructed from thé last-mentioned 

die, with the plate number and lettere inserted, were struck in 
November, 1864, on white wove un watermarked paper.

\ " •
Die Proofs of Series Current in 1870.

(a) In the year 1867 proofs in various colours of the tenpence, 
two shillings, and five shillings, issued on the 1st July, 1867, 
were, at the instance of the Post Office, struck from the original 
dies for the Paris Exhibition, the letter blocks and those for the 
numbers of the dies being in blank. The specimens were beau
tifully printed, and the colours displayed great purity of tona

(b) In 1870 proofs in various colours were also taken from the 
whole of the original dies prepared by Messrs. De La Bue and 
Co., belonging to stamps that were then in use. These, taking

t
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Г

them in the order of the facial value of the stamps, were as 
follows : »

(1 ) In 1870, the threepence, Die IL (supra, p. 139), in гиалин 
carmine, black, lilac-rose, yeUoW and brown. СЪ(. 7fi~ аЛМо ^

(2) In 1870, the fourpence, Die IIL  {supra, p. 1 lő ), in 
vermilion, black, ochre-ýellow, and m ^uve^^t f*# * ! t\f OxMs* ftJb*

(3) In 1870, the sixpence, Die 'IV ,, in lilac, mauve, and
brown, teacb- , CajiA***-**- ■ Эе*/, ■
^ (4) In 1870, the ninepence, Die IL {supra, p. 135), in 
bistre, black, mauve, and̂  yellow. c »  ̂  l,.,.

(5 ) In 1 8 6 7  and 1 8 7 0 , the t e n p e n c e  {supra, p . 1 4 2 ) ,  in 
chestnut-brown, black, green, azure blue, lilac-rose, orange, car
mine, bistre, and brown.

(6) In 1870, the one shilling, Die ILL {supra, p. 131), in
green, purple, black, and brown. yUAno.

(7) In 1867 and 1870, the two shillings {supra, p. 143), in 
blue-black, rose-lilac, ochre-yellow, green, and chestnut-brown. *<«1« . ,

(8) In 1867 and 1870, the fivejjhillings {supra, p. 145), in 
carmine, black, brown, blu^green, and orange.

Trials on Paper Chemically Prepared.
Early in 1871 the Post-office authorities, desiring to see 

whether the paper could not be so prepared as to prevent the 
stamps printed thereon from being tampered with, caused sheets 
of the paper then üTcurrent use to undergo a peculiar prepara
tion, which stained them a green hue, more or less intense, the 
fumddaaéf paper issued to Perkins, Bacon, and Co. not showing 
it so much as the wove paper on which De La Bue and Co. . 
printed. tçw o J fA  (м/t  У Ч.

(лл*г ?
Kuti- СиЛЛАжс^ и  Лл •

А

/ita /Usum *РГ? Слл* tWfc. iJZJtSW1АЛ*Д» y О. <Чадч̂ |(«. t
*4. J ím  i W f w Ãc İ) fi И " ^ f  Ifx

CA__f r i a  trinala t V i o n  Т П о Я й  й т Ь м л о Я  t i i n a a  n í  Л . _ ^  å ЛWo -bel in ve that jhe. toûdş^then made embraced those of /и** o-LL 
ix with theTnk; and which were intended to ^ ?Si,*/’ £* fingrediente to mix ***„ r w  u .« » ...«  ™cjt ' //—

j- conduce to the result in view; namely, an immediate detection/,
' if any acid or detergent were applied to the stamp.

From the current plates, and on the paper of the issue thus 
prepared, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co. printed trials as 
under; viz. ;

Ул« V 4 , сАа -̂̂ л.х.-ц •
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iUoJr and the proposed system was in consequence never adopted.

4. T he  “ M u l r e a p y ”  C overs.

1. Two species of proofs only are known of the design for

Mulready, R .A ., the one being an engraver’s prooij and the other 
a printer’s p r o o f ^ ^  ^

(a) Before any stereo plate? were constructed from the wood 
block engraved by fir . John Thompson, a few proofs were 
struck off in black on India paper. These are strictly of the 
class known as engraver’s от artist’s proofs, and are of great 
softness in tone and delicacy in execution. They are of the 
highest degree o f rarity. It is said that six impressions only 
were taken ofli one of which, with the original pencil sketch of 
the design, was sold, in 1864, after the death of Mr. Mulready, 
at the sale of his effects, for twenty guineas.* ^

(b) Proofs were taken from theatoroo plat^before the lettering 
was introduced, both on India paper and on thickish green-grey 
paper. ^ These are printer’s proofs, and are readily distinguieh- 
able from those taken from the wood block by the greater 
thickness of the lines, especially those of the rectangular frame 
inclosing the design, and by the coarser character of the impres
sion generally. Both of these impressione are of considerable 
rarity, though copies are met with in the best collections.

* The origins) block is in the South Kensington Museum.

Id., carmine, from Plate 121. J 
lid . „  „  1 . y
2d., bine „  13. ^

and Messrs. De La Rue and Co.—
3d., carmine, from Plate 5.  ̂ f ţ 
4d., vermilion „ 12. /
ra u w  о у

o^the experiments on the pa^er so prepared was по£misiactory,

7 Г

the face of the cover and envelope made by the late W.
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2. There are several essays o f the component parts o f the 
covers as subsequently issued, some o f which are also applicable 
to the envelopes, o f which, as distinct from the covers, no essays 
are known to exist.

(a) A  half-sheet o f paper, measuring 9 by  8  inches, on the 
lower part o f the face o f which is post tow n— prnny stamp. 
In fourcolum ns, tw o at each end, are tables o f the prices o f the 
stamps, w ith various directions and other information for the 
public, slightly differing in phraseology from those on the covers 
as ultimately issued, and in smaller and thicker type.

There is a space for inserting the address o f the sender of the 
letter, and a notice that if the party to whom it is addressed 
cannot be found, the letter is to be returned to the sender. This 
notice, when the cover is folded, appears on the reverse side.

On the specimen from which this description is taken there 
are pencil lines indicating where the “  Dickinson ” threads are 
to pass, and the schedule of prices has been corrected. On the 
front space Sir Rowland H ill has made the following note, “  A  
design with a figure of Britannia in  the middle. This figure 
constitutes the essential part o f the stamp.”

The impression is in  black on white w ove unwatermarked 
paper.

(b) A  half-sheet o f paper to fold as a cover, with the space on 
the face for the design left blank, with marginal columns o f 
printed matter, as in the covers ultim ately issued, but similar 
in type and phraseology to that o f (a), the columns of printing 
and the address space being framed with thick black linea The 
remainder o f the sheet is covered with a m inate engine-turned 
pattern, w ith an inner fancy-bordering, the word postao к being 
introduced in the same way as it appeared on the covers actually 
issued. W h en  the cover is folded as a letter the hack appears 
entirely covered with the pattern. The impression is in black, 
on plain white wove paper.

(c) This is the same as the last, save that the “  M already ” 
design is introduced into the blank space on the face, and inten
tionally blurred to prevent improper use being made of the

x
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specimen. The printed matter in the columns was reset, with 
some slight differences, and turned so as to read the other end 
uppermost. The impression is in black, on plain white wove 
paper.

(d) This is similar to the last, but the engine-turned pattern 
is suppressed except in one place, shaped like a tablet, a little 
above the head of Britannia. This has evidently been done by 
covering over with paper the parts intended to be left blank, 
The columns of printed matter are separated by thick double 
lines. The impression is in black, on plain white wove paper.

(e) This is similar to the last, except that the tablet is sup
pressed, and the engine-turned pattern is allowed to appear 
about half an inch round the outer edges, and the lines separating 
the columns of print are thick and single. Two thick lines are 
also added on the front, covering the spaces where the engraver’s 
name and the value are usually found. The impression is in 
black, on plain white wove paper.

(ƒ) Similar to (e), save that the whole of the engine-turned 
device appears on the back of the cover when folded, asjft).

All the above are of exceptional interest, and̂  rarity, ..feting 
.ţmbabjb .unique. The design selected was the tablet of (d), 
in which the word postage was introduced, the rest of the 
engine-turned work being effaced, and the tablet enclosed in a 
single-lined frame.

3. In addition to the proofs above described, a proof of the 
twopence was struck in blue, on “  Dickinson ” paper, with two 
pink threads and one blue running vertically down the face of 
the sheet, which measures 8J by 7£ inches. This proof was 
discovered by the late Mr. Pemberton, and described by him in 
the Philatdical Journal, 1872, p. 198.

It is struck from the stereo-plate, and has the value inserted 
on the face, as also the tablet with postage on it, but there are 
no printed instructions at the ends nor any number on the plate, 
such as was introduced in the ordinary impressions. It appears 
to be a printers’ proof from one of the first stereo-plates, and as
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auch is carefully printed. Mr. Pemberton’s account is inaccurate 
во far as it supposes that there are any differences either in the 
printing or the size of the tablet, between this and the cover as 
actually issued. We have carefully examined the specimen 
which is before us, and have ascertained the fact beyond the 
possibility of doubt.

5 . E n v e l o p e s  w i t h  E m b o s s e d  S t a m p s .

1. The One Penny, Die I.—The greater part of the essays and 
trials were made from dies struck by Mr. W. Wyon, without 
the addition of any pendent curl behind the head of the Queen. 
As before stated, the curls were added and varied in the 
secondary dies constructed for each particular value.

The reticulated lathe-work on the border of Die L of the 
one penny was executed by Mr. Deacon (long in the employ of 
the late Mr. Charles Whiting), one of the best engravers of that 
species of work that this or any other country has ever pro
duced; and all that was subsequently produced by Mr. Moss 
and by Messrs. De La Rue suffers in comparison with the beauty 
and finish characterising Mr. Deacon’s handiwork. This is 
apparent not only in Die I. of the one penny, and that of the 
twopence subsequently constructed, but also perhaps even more 
remarkably in some of the various trials and essays made pre
viously to the final acceptance of the design.

We are unable to give the dates when these designs were 
severally executed, but we will endeavour to describe them in 
the order in which we think it probable that they were prepared 
and submitted to the authorities.

(a) The embossed head of the Queen has no pendent curl. 
The specimen shows the full size of the die, which is circular, 
with a diameter of 1 ^  inch, or 37 mm. The border is com
posed of two upright oval bands, the external one measuring 
1İ by 1 ^  inch, or 30 by 37 mm. The interior oval is com
posed of a network of fine lines in chain pattern, and the 
exterior one of a close network of wavy lines, the upper portion

x 2
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of which is cleared to receive ^curved solid tablet, on which is 
inscribed postage one penny m^&oman capitals, embossed in 

, white. At the bottom o f this frame a bouquet o f the heraldic 
flowersns engraved over the network of the border.

* /л The impression is struck in pink, on thick soft white card.
(b) This is the same as the above, but the die is cut away во

as to show only an impression of the shape of the oval. A 
pendent curl is addeTT'resembling that afterwards adapted to 
Die II. *

The impressions from the die as so modified are found in blue 
o f a very pure full tone, in very deep blue/and in a fine choco
late-brown. /

(c) The design resembles (a) in many respects ; the margins
of the die are not removed, and there is no pendent curl. The 
head is surrounded by two oval bands, the innermost being of 
the same pattern as that of (a) and (b), and the pattern of the 
exterior one is also similar to the preceding, but is continued all 
round instead of being cut away to receive the solid tablet The 
legend, postage one fenny, is engraved on the upper part of 
this border in block shaded letters, and the bouquet in the 
lower part is made smaller and less spreading. The impressions 
are struck on thick white wove unwatermarked paper, in bright 
blue, on a half-eheet of rough paper, note size, and in deep blue 
on a half-sheet of glazed note paper, f  оц. ojvw t

(d) The same as the last, with the exception that the margin 
of the die has been removed so as only to show the ovaL The 
eize of the bouquet at the lower part of the exterior frame is 
again reduced ; the upper part is cleared of the design, and a 
solid tablet introduced, with the inscription postage Id :, halp 
оKf all in whiteRGcâT letters. Impressions were struck—

(1) On thin white wove unwatermarked paper, in plain white
relief and in black. ^  ^

(2) On thick white wove unwatermarked paper, in ршх, 
chocolate-brown, pale bine, and deep green.

(3) On laid hand-made paper, in black and pale dull blue.
(4) On thick soft white card, in black.
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(e) The external oval is entirely suppressed, and the impres
sion shows a circular die 1 ^  inch, or 27 nun. in diameter. The 
impression is struck in deep blue^ on thick soft can! ; no letter
ing or value expressed, as.4 — ~  » f

(f) The head, also without pendent curl, is struck on a
circular die of 1J inch, or 32 mm. in diameter. The head is 
enclosed in a single oval border, the minor axis of which 
measures 2 2 J and the major 25 mm., and the border being of 
the same breadth as before, greater width is allowed for the 
head. The pattern of the border is similar to that of the 
interior one in those previously described, but it is re-engraved 
in a superior style. The upper part is removed to receive a 
solid tablet, with the inscription, postage one penny, in white 
Koman capitals. Impressions were struck on thick soft card, in ffa cA 
deep blue and dark Vandyke brown, vo* ul

This is evidently an entirely fresh die, and is remarkable for 
its finish and beauty.

(g) Same as ( / ) ,  but the circular margin of the die has been 
cut away, leaving the oval only. The impression is struck in 
black, on thick white wove unwatermarked paper.

(Л) The same as the last, but the solid tablet is removed, and 
the engine-turned pattern continued round the whole of the oval 
border, and in the upper part the legend postage one penny is 
introduced in the lathe-work of the border in simken block 
letters. The initials w.w. are indented on the base of the bust 
of these specimens. Specimens are found struck—

(1) On yellowish wove un watermarked paper, in pale blue, 
slate-grey, dull brown, and vermilion.

(2) On bluish laid paper, in pale blue and vermilion.
(3) On thick soft yellowish card, in black.
(г) The single oval frame enclosing the head is rather shorter 

than in the last The pattern of the lathe-work is similar, hut 
the upper part is removed to receive a solid tablet, with the in
scription postage one penny in white Roman capitals. The 
exterior line of the oval is beaded. The impreeeion is struck on 
thick soft yellowish card, in pink.
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(j) The head, with a pendent curl similar to that afterwards 
adopted for Die II., is enclosed in an oval border, the solid 
interior ground being not quite so wide as in the preceding 
essay (0 - The lathe-work on the border is of a similar pattern 
to the previous, and is continued all round. In the upper part 
is the legend postage one penny, introduced into the lathe- 
work in large sunken block coloured letters, which are outlined 
by a fine embossed white line in the lathe-work. The impression 
is struck on white wove unwatermarked paper, in black and in 

j ajr ellowish-pink, and on thick soft yellowish card in deep blue 
and dark Vandyke brown.

(A) This essay consists of a design for the oval band only, 
the head not being introduced. A portion of the border, equal 
to about three-fourths of the whole circumference, has the 
«engine-turned work duplicated as in the one penny embossed 
stamp subsequently adopted. An exterior line is added to the 
oval The impression is taken off on thin white enamelled 
card in pale ultramarine-blue.

(1) The head, with the pendent curl of the one penny en
velope, Die L, is introduced into an oval frame similarly 
engine-turned to that last described, but with the duplicated 
portion much closer, and there is no additional external line 
round the border. There are no inscriptions on the border, nor 
are the initials found on the base of the bust The impression 
was struck from the original die, as chosen for the one penny 
envelope before the inscription was engraved on the border, and 
is on white enamelled paper, in bright ultramarine-blue.

(wt) The same as the last (l), but with the legend p o s t a g e  

o n e  p e n n y  engraved on the engine-turned border in sunken 
block letters. The impression was struck from the original die 
as finally approved of, and not from the working die, in which 
the initials and die numbers were introduced. The impression 
is in deep blue, and also in a paler ehade on yellowish soft 
card.

2. The One Penny, Die II.—A new secondary die for the

1 ■
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Ц )  из*л&1 MtuC-k £r ^  CjsÍĵ x/ T ^  TétJsreÃHf* a^Mjv-aJL,

^  iL tim zhr^AA J*lu.K -ф

<ƒ j  j\ K irv ţ î Uk 4&~ и Г& ЛсМ  Lí Q̂j GJ\Ä> (XC<ftta u ^
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onç penny was constructed in I860 by Messrs. De La Rue and 
Co., as mentioned in Sup,, p. 174.

A proof of this die, before the index number of the die or 
the initials of Mr. Wyon were inserted on the base of the bust, 
was struck in plain Telief on white card.

3. The Three Halfpence.— (a) The border for this die was 
engraved by Messrs. De La Rue as a pendant to the adhesive 
stamp of similar value, prepared in 1860 by Messrs. Perkins, 
Bacon and Co.

Proofs of the border as designed were struck off in lilac on 
thick white card, and in yellow and rose-pink on thin white 
enamelled card.

On the two first mentioned specimens from which this 
description is taken, a head of the Queen, cut out from an im
pression struck for some other stamp, is pasted within the 
border, showing the effect the stamp would produce when 
completed.

(b) The design of the bolder last described having been 
approved with some slight modifications, it was engraved on a 
die furnished with a head struck on it from Mr. Wyon’s die. 
Proofs, with the die date of 2nd April, I860, were struck from 
the working die, No. 1 , marked 1  w. w., in rose-pink, on white 
laid paper, of a size resembling the face of an envelope.

A copy o f the l|d. adhesive, surcharged, in black, sproihen, 
in block letters, is usually found affixed to the face o f these 
proofs alongside the embossed stamp.

(c) In August, 1872, proofs were again taken from the same 
working die, marked 1  w. w., in rose-pink, on white laid paper.

Г  —
4. The Threepence.— (a) The border for this die was engraved 

by Mesara De La Rue and Co., and was prepared in a similar 
manner to No. 3 last described. Proofs of this border were struck 
in carmine, on white enamelled card, with a head of the Queen 
pasted in the centre, showing the effect the stamp would produce 
when completed.
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(b) The design last described having been approved, was, with 
some alight modifications in detail, engraved on a die furnished 
with a head struck from Mr. Wyon’s die. Proofs from the die 
as so completed (not from a working die) were struck on white 
enamelled card, in violet and carmine.

5. The Fourpence.—The border for this die was engraved by 
Messrs. De La Rue. Whether any design was submitted to the 
authorities, prepared as in the two previous cases, we are unable 
to say ; but we h^ve before us a proof, from the original die, 
struck in vermilion, on white wove paper.*

6. P roofs op N ewspaper W rappers.

(а) Prior to the die for the halfpenny stamp impressed on the 
wrappers being hardened, a proof was struck, on the 1st June, 
1870, by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., in a full rich tone of 
green, on white enamelled card. The impression shows three 
solid discs of colour where the date plugs were subsequently 
inserted, each being marked with a small white cross.

(б) Another proof was taken from the die after hardening, 
also beidre the date numbers were inserted, and is struck on 
plain yellowish wove unwatermarked paper, in a dull shade of 
blue, being merely a trial of colour.

(c) A proof was struck in black, on white wove unwater
marked paper, from a plate as completed, with the date 1 . 10 . 
70. inserted in the die.

(d) Like the last, but plugs with floriated ornaments, as now 
(1881) in use, are inserted in place of those bearing the date 
numerala The impression is in black on white enamelled 
card.

There exist in Messrs. De La Rue and Co.’s private collection 
proofs of (c) in black on white enamelled card.

* Proofs struck from the original dies are distinguishable from those 
struck from the working dies by the absence of the index number, as m 
the original die neither this nor the initiale are inserted on the base of 
the bust, nor are the holes for the date plugs drilled.
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In the aame collection is also found a similar proof of the oval 
stamp of one penny as employed for the wrapper of that value.

7. P roofs of P ost Cards.

Following their usual practice, Messrs. De La Rue and Co. 
struck proofs in black both before and after the die was hardened.

(a) The first exactly corresponds with the larger-sized card as 
issued, save that it is struck, in black, from the die, on plain 
wove paper of ordinary thickness, before the lines in the stamp 
over the Queen’s face and neck were a little lightened towards 
the left side and lights introduced there.

(b) The second is struck from the die after these alterations 
were made, and is in black on thick buff card, rather deeper in 
shade than that employed for the issue.

This is marked by hand “  No. 2.”
(c) Is from the same die, struck in lilac, on thick white card, 

showing vertical laid lines on its face.
(d) This is the same, and is printed on buff card as issued, 

marked by hand “  specimen proof.” It is finely printed in a 
rich full shade of lilac. The reverse of the card shows horizon
tally-laid lines.

(e) This is similar to the preceding, with the word specimen 
in plain block letters printed across the stamp, and extending 
22 mm.

(ƒ) This is a simple proof, in all respects conformable to the 
issue, save that it was printed in July, 1870. The stamp and 
horder is of a remarkably deep colour, deeper than (d), and far 
deeper than that of any card issued.

The size of the frames in all the above six proofs is 109 by 
74 mm.

(g) This is a proof of the smaller-sized card, the frame 
measuring 112 by 65 mm. This proof was submitted for size 
of the card only, as the border, legend, Royal Arms, and word 
“ To," are introduced, but not the stamp. Below “ To” is an 
ohlong tablet of plain colour, 85 by 11 mm., to show that there



would be room for the address. It is printed in black on 
thickish vertically-laid paper of a light buff tint.

All the above seven proofs have the Royal Arms, with the 
mieformed n of pense in the Garter motto, and the word “ To" 
on the face.

In the archives of the Commissioners at Somerset House, and 
also in Messrs. De La Rue and Co.’s private collection, proofs in 
black, on white enamelled card, from the die of the stamp of 
1878, with halfpenny in a curve above the Queen's head, and 
of the Id., lid ., and l£d. cards are to be found.
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P A R T  II.
Telegraph Stamps.

B eyond a few notices of various telegraph stamps, scattered In the columns 
of the publications devoted to philatelic pursuits, this subject was entirely 
new ground when our work was published in August, 1880. Our venture 
has not tempted other writers into the field, or called forth any criticism 
of a hostile, and but little of any, kind.

The writers are fully sensible that, especially in this part of their work, 
they were liable to many errors, and those which in any way have been 
brought to their attention will be now corrected ; but a confident appeal is 
made to all who can furnish any information to assist in rendering Una por
tion of the book as accurate and complete as possible.

I n  the Philatelic Record for June, 1891, 1 had a short paper on the 
pearlier issues o f the Electric Telegraph Co, ; and I  propose to supple- 

/tatat this with a few  particulars on some o f the other companies’ 
Í stamps, which I  have not seen noted up till now. •f.^e Aft.-ju
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Hi represented the country from  time to  tim e 
iafe of the International Telegraph Congress 
tto conference relating  to  the protection  of 

a cables, and conducted frequent negotiations 
li Pertinentei  Governments on the su b ject ef 

ml telegraphy. There can he no doubt that 
_ j of work, w hich was always increasing, and in 
к took an interne in terest, to ld  on M r. P a rty ’ s 
к About Яте y e a n  ago he suffered from  a very 
•tisek o f  inflammation o f  the lungs, and, 
к his recovery  appeared to  he com p lete , his 
ihon had probably been en feebled . M r. Party 
•oik at the P ost Office up te  the end o f last 

but on Sunday he was pronounced to  he suffer- 
в t return o f  his o ld  oom plaint. His condition

waywt, however, considered to  he in any — . 
ti until very shortly before his death, when the 
id  the heart was found té  be fa ilin g . H e was 

year, and laava* a w idow  and flve м м  
itej « ı s  a vigorous and able adm inistrator, and 
»  w ill be fa it  in  the Departm ent w hleb be ю  
•If served, w hile those w ith  whom he worked 
tig miss and lam ent the gen ia l and m anly cem - 
tetk down la  the prim e o f l i f e .  Mr. P atoy re- 
1 the distinction  o f  the Cem punlorthip of the 
in the year 1188, on  a e tou ot o f  b is services to  
hit.
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PA R T  II.
T elegraph Stamps.

Betond a few notices of various telegraph stamps, scattered in the columns 
of the publications devoted to philatelic pursuits, this subject was entirely 
new ground when our work was published in August, 1880. Our venture 
haa not tempted other writers into the field, or called forth any criticism 
of a hostile, and but little of any, kind.

The writers are fully sensible that, especially in this part of their work, 
they were liable to many errors, and those which in any way have been 
brought to their attention will be now corrected ; but a confident appeal is 
made to all who can furnish any information to assist in rendering this por
tion of the book as accurate and complete as possible.

I n the Philatelic Record for June, 1891, 1 had a short paper on the 
^earlier issues o f  the Electric Telegraph Co. ; and I propose to supple- 

ytnent this with a few particulars on some o f the other companies’ 
f  stamps, which I  have not seen noted up till now. bat**
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io announce the untim ely death e f  H í .
_ feeretary o f  the P oet Office, w hich  

t^dooly on Tharedey afternoon at hie resi- 
taitb Lawn, B iek ley . C h arlei Henry Bennet 

i  м е  o f  the la te  A dm iral C. G . Й. P atey ,
№ entered th e  Poet O ffice at the age o f  19 

is the S ecretary ’ * office in  the year 1863. 
toward« Parliam ent sanctioned the w orking 

the. S ta te , and throughout the arduous 
__ Dpon th e Post O ffice for  som e years, 
tbe necessary purchases from  telegraph and 

R a s ie s  and in organising tb s  new serv ice , 
rendered valuable assistance, and attracted 
of bis official superiors by the energy and 

tyk which be discharged his duties, lit 1877 
^sieted Assistant-Secretary te  the Post 

J i ,  1882 tbe late M r. P aw cett prom oted i 
( post o f  Third S ecretary . Thus during the 

р я  Mr. Patey has taken  an active  part in 
t e f the P ost O ffiee, the general super- 

of tbe télégraphié serv ice  being sp e c ia lly  in  
. When, in 1881, the new ly-in trodu ced  t e le 
I judicially declared  to  be a telegraph , i t  
. Patey ’ sduty to  conduct th e d e lica te  n egetia- 
tbs telephone com panies, w hich resulted  in 

(heir relations w ith  tha Departm ent. A  l it t le  
r telegram s w ere authorized ; and to  M r. 

it fell to  p la ce  the serv ice  on a foo tin g  to  
i I* «ope w ith th e  vaot increase in the number 

■ to be transm itted. U p  to  the very m om ent 
i illness he 'was busily engaged in tbe pend- 

ticms and kfcţang aments in  relation  to the 
working o i tbe Submarine Com panies’ 

He represented the. country from  tim o to  tim e 
of the International Telegraph Congress 

the conference rela ting  to  the protection  o f  
cables, and conducted frequent negotiations 
Continental Governm ents on tbe su b ject e f  
-1 telegraphy. There can he no doubt that 
of work, w hiob was alw ays increasing, aod in 
took an intense in terest, to ld  on M r. P a te y 's  
About five years ago he suffered from  a  very 

ittaek o f  inflammation o f  the lungs, and, 
bis recovery  appeared to  be com p lete , his 
on had probably been en feeb led . M r. Patey 
work at tb e  Post Offiee up te  the end o f  last 

: bet on Sunday be was pronounced to be  suffer- 
■ a return o f  b í«  old  com pla in t. Ula cond ition  
t, however, considered to  be is  any way 

’ until very shortly before his death, when tbe 
tbs heart was found te  b e  fa ilin g . H e wee 

Htb year, and leaves e  w idow  and five sons.
waa a v igorous and e b le  adm inistrator, and 

' will be f e l t  in  tbe Departm ent w h leb  he so 
I f  wrved, w h ile  those w ith  whom b e  worked 

‘* f  mim and lam ent the g en ia l and m anly com - 
■*ok down in  th e prim e o f  l i f e .  M r. P atey  ré

tbe d istinction  o f  the Com panionship o f  the 
is the year 1186, on aeeonnt o f hi* service*  to
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TELE G RAPH  STAM PS.

I .

PRIVATE TELEGRAPH COMPANIES.

It would be foreign to the object of the present work to enter 
into the origin or history of the electric telegraph, or of its 
establishment as a medium of communication ; the fact that 
tbs chargee for the transmission of menages wem in many in- 
stsnces defrayed by means of franked forme or (pedal adhesive 
■ tampe is that which rendere the following short remarks 
germane to the purposes of this treatise.

After the genius and the labours of the telegraph engineers 
had removed the invention from the category of mem scientific 
experiment to that of practical utility, the great railway com
panies wem naturally among the first to adopt the system. Being 
owners of the land bordering on the lines of the railway, they 
ware Mwbbd to place the requisite poles and wires without ob
struction, and the enormous facilities afforded by this system of 
communication in the conduct of their business very speedily 
led to the introduction of telegraph* on all the main tinea.

The railway companies soon perceived that a substantial 
addition to their revenue might he derived from permitting the 
public to transmit messages by their telegraphs, and that the 
telegraphic staff and fixed plant could at the same time serve



their original purpose as an adjunct to the efficient working of 
the railway undertaking.

From these beginnings the telegraph system sprang. Its 
success became so immediately apparent that as early as 1846 
the Electric Telegraph Company was established with statatory 
powers, for the purpose of transmitting inland messages for the 
public, and not merely as an accessory to a railway line.

The example thus set was followed by the incorporation of 
the Submarine, the Magnetic, and the United Kingdom Tele
graph Companies, under various private Acts of Parliament 
Under similar Acts, by Royal Charter, or under the provisions 
of' the Joint Stock Companies Act, 1856, allowing limited 
liability, the British and Irish Magnetic, the London District, 
and various other electric telegraph compdniea were incorporated.

The extensive use which had been made by the public of the 
facilities afforded by the telegraph system induced the United 
Kingdom Electric Telegraph Company to carry its wires along 
the side» of the high roads, and for this' purpose, after obtaining 
the aaeeijt of. ths;local authorities, it prooeeded to set up posts 
and wires by the road sides. In taking this course the Company 
had, however, ignored the rights of the public, which could only 
be abridged by the powers of an Act of Parliament; and in 
consequence it was speedily confronted by an indietment for 
infringing the public right by setting up posts along the sides of 
a high road in the county of Bucks. The case was tried before 
Baron Martin and a special jury at the Bucks Lent Assire« in 
1862,* when the judge directed the jury that tho highway 
extended over the entire »pace between the fences, whether 
metalled and made into a road or not The defendants were 
found guilty, and the Court of Queen’s Bench subsequently 
upheld the view of the judge as accurately defining the law, 
the Court saying that if the defendants wished to act as they 
had done, they must take the constitutional course of obtaining 
the sanction of the Legislature.

• Regina v. The United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Company Limited, 
2 B. and 8 . 647 n.

316 P08TAGR AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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* . w  ^ . k U t ~ -  ? c r i { x ± A ÿ « M ,  C ^ K Ü A  f *  ’  ■ • ’ » ’ Л  ' "  >  / ■ Т ^ . д  /

<Дл 0Lø-*-Q~L-t СОви. о-4-а fır**. П>сп̂<- ff>Ûj[. o&üi f îJO /Ьл*.. 

^Л - få-e/lA.Cyi-åb* .,.: ıj.^.! .., ,̂‘U \_,»_ -W_ •

/e u « -

İftül. tZcuJOf Gï-lrfO .С&гЛА) Хк/̂ &ААъСс * .. {IrTtCfc 6đbf &&*Ţ ltr.

<*JLU> CO-Ь -fii. 4 - I л<~<*П /  С а л /  ' ^ .  "J< 6 f } ,

v  v. K  -  i -  1 '• ' 4J* Л

^  l/л /  Y L̂l*t (il l ÏY.^

C ^ -' V '

ćvi di f 1 Qlv>9 tVïa*A&.b$' Л_

* ^ /L' ^ « Н ачдл. £ ju / f £ l



PRIVATE TZLBQRAPH COMPANIES. 317

Consequent on this decision the United Kingdom Electric 
Telegraph Company applied to Parliament, and obtained an Act 
(25 and 26 V ici c. cxxxi.) conferring on the Company the 
necessary powers to lay telegraph wires in or over streets, roads, 
houses, and by the sides of roads and wastes, making compensa
tion to all persons injured for damage done, giving control over 
the placing of the posts and wires to the local authorities, and 
in the interest of the public at large imposing a msTimnm scale 
of charges for the transmiasion of messages, which the Company 
could not exceed

Several of the electric telegraph companies had previously 
obtained special Acts, and it became an accepted doctrine that to 
enable a telegraph company to work its business efficiently 
Parliamentary powers were necessary, and ultimately nearly all 
the telegraph companies obtained soch powern.

In 1867 the project of vesting the administration of the entire 
inland telegraphic system in the Postmaster-General, on behalf 
of the public, which had for some time previously been advocated 
by the Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce and by the late J. Lewis 
Ricardo, the chairman of the Electric Telegraph Company, was 
forced on the attention of the authorities, the measure being 
eagerly supported by the public. The varying rates charged by 
the different companies, and the delays and irregularities in the 
transmission of messages, formed a well-founded grievance on 
the part of the public, and this, added to the sanguine expecta
tions of the revenne derivable from the system, if placed under 
efficient government working, that had been formed by the 
officials connected with the Post-office, induced the Ministry in 
1868 to bring in a Bill to enable the Postmaster-General to 
purchase the undertakings of the inland telegraph companies. 
This bill subsequently became law as the u Telegraph Act,
1868, ” and under its provisions, and of another Act pawed in
1869, the PoetmasterGeneral, in 1869 and 1870, acquired the 
undertakings of the several companies then carrying on the 
business of transmitting inland telegraphic messages.

Of the companies in existence at the period of the transfer of
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the inland system to the Postmaster-General, the seven under
mentioned were making nee of, or had at some period of their 
career made use of, franked message forms or adhesive stomps for 
franking messages, and it is these which we propose to consider. 

These companies were—  , .
1. T he Electric and International T elegraph Coupant.
2. T he S ubmarine Telegraph Compant.
3. T he British and Irish M agnetic T elegraph Company 

. L imited.
4. The U nited K ingdom Electric T elegraph Company 

L imited.
5 . T he U niversal Private Telegraph Compant Limited.
6. T he L ondon D istrict, afterwards The L ondon and 

P rovincial Telegraph Compant L imited.
7. T he South-Eastern R ailway Company.
In additien-to -the above there was a шприцу  ineorpogtST 

under the nemo (8) Bonelli's Electric Telegraph Com
pany, which had eanaod stamps to he mMmfactorsd in antioipo- 

Aiga  that it would commence Ъ us intan, hut iimamuoh au this 
шшаг-шяй the лаяя, these stamps can only İsı classed n...щг
than» рипрмяЛ for nnnrinn tint гтки- nntllnlly iaauad. 1

1. T h e  E l e c t r ic  T e l e g r a p h  C o m p a n y .

This Company, subsequently known as the Electric and Inter 
national Telegraph Company, was the oldest of all the companies, 
having been İemscb^z&^1846. * Under the powers of its special 
Acts of Parliament, it organized a very extensive system of 
inland telegraphs, and also in connection therewith worked 
Bubmarine cables to several parts of the Continent Mr. John 
Lewis Ricardo was the first chairman of the Company, and so 
continued till 1859, and distinguished himself as one of the 
earliest promoters of the movement in favour of the purchase of 
the inland telegraph system by the government The entire 
undertaking of the Company was, about the close of the year 
1869, acquired hy the Post-office at the price of £2,938,826.
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8. Bonelli’* Blectric Telegraph Company, ТАмЫ 

And eiptmge the entire paragraph beginning at the «ärtwowt̂  tm.
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F R A N K E D  M E S S A G E  P A P E R

In 1851, the year of the Great Exhibition, the Company 
introduced a mode of enabling the public to send telegraph 
messages without the necessity of making the payment at the 
time in cash. For thie purpose it issued a “  franked message 
paper,” at the price of one shilling. On the face of this paper 
it was stated that “  this sheet franks a message not exceeding 
twenty words to any of the Electric Telegraph Company’s 
stations within a circuit of fifty miles,” and that additional 
words were to be prepaid at the rate of 3d. per word. On the 
back were printed Tarions regulations* and instructions, together 
with the tariff of the company’s charges.

The sheet measured 7J by 8| inches, or 18ţ by 22j centi' 
mètres, and was of pink hand-made paper, watermarked with 
tbe name of the Company in double-lined capitals. The face 
was lithographed, but the various notices on the back were 
printed in type.f The sheets bore consecutive numbers im
pressed by an ordinary numbering machine, and the whole was 
authenticated by a hand-stamped fac-eimüe 
signature of the secretary of the Company,
J. 8. Fourdrinier, and by the seal of the 
Company, embossed in blue, in the heading 
of the form. This seal shows on a solid 
circular ground the figure of “ Time,” seated, 
grasping in his right hand a thunderbolt, 
and holding a scythe in his left. Beneath is the motto, “  Ne tentje 
aut perfiee,” and in an outer circular ring is “  Electric Telegraph

* Under the provisions of the Acts of Parliament regulating the tele
graph service as now performed by the Poet-offioe, the Poetmaater-Oeneral 
is protected against responsibility in cases of mistakes, errors, delays, 4c. ; 
but ss this wss not the case with private companies, they protected them
selves by special conditions and regulations, which the sender of the 
message was obliged to accept

t We have not been able to discover who manufactured and printed 
these sheets for the Company, further than to ascertain that they were not 
printed either by Meant. Perkins, Bacon, and Co. or by Mesna. Waterlow
and Sons.*'

1  k/Uùn~r
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Company ”  in the upper pert, with “  Incorporated June, 1846,* 
in the lower part An outer circle, measuring 25£ mm щ 
diameter, with a festooned interior edge, encloses the whola

These forme continued in use till the one shilling rate was 
raised in 1853 to le. 6<L* Specimens are now rare, from the 
fact that when used for a message they were necessarily left 
with the Company, and all messages were destroyed regularly 
at certain interrala Those specimene which are known to 
survive are principally complimentary copies, and marked 
“  Cancelled.”  t

SYNOPSIS.
"Franked тшвадв paper.”—Printed in black on rose-coloured 

hand-made paper, watermarked with the name of the Company, 
and stamped with its seal, embossed in blue.

1851. One shilling.

ADHESIVE STAMPS. *

Ü A  3 “ "
4 m s  in the year 18бф ss — ly ta IBM , the Company com

menced to issue .adhesive stamps to be attached to the paper on 
which the menage was written. These stamps were sold to the 
public by the Company, and franked a message of twenty worde 
within a «armin distance, the prim of the stamp varying in 
proportion. Accordingly three adhesive stamps were issued 
covering the price of a single message of twenty words over 
the several distances prescribed in the current tariff; ». a under 
50, under 100, and above 100 miles. To prepay a menage by

320 P08TAQВ AITO t b l e o b a p h  stamps о т  o b b a t  b b ita ih .

* When then forms were introduced the tariff of the Company for a 
single menage of twenty words was и follows: ^

Within s circuit of 50 miles . . . . 1 0
Beyond 50 milts, and within s circuit of 100 miles. . 2 0
Beyond s circuit of 100 miles . . . . 5 0

t The “ franked menage paper” was, we believe, introduced specially 
tor service at the office of the Company in the exhibition building in Hyde 
Psík, but the use of them must have been considerable, as we have men
a specimen numbered 20,080.
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PRIVATE TELEGRAPH COMPANIES. 321

means o f a stamp to any place within a radius of 10 0  miles 
from the point of depărtare, it was necessary, therefore, to affix 
to it one which the Company sold to the sender for balf-a-crown, 
described on the face of it as a ‘ ‘ Franked Message.” These 
franked message stamps were manufactured by Mesara Perkins,
Bacon and Co., and up prior tm hairp hnnr К+Ьпр—рЬлЛ by mimm
of a transfer from Miengraved plates 0 cÍxaaoC

D esign.— Withinan upright rectangular frame of a reticulated 
design, with ornaments in the form of Maltese crosses in the 
angles, and measuring 52 by 67 mm., is, in the upper part, the 
name of the Company, in 
clear block letters, on an 
engine-turned ground.
Immediately below this 
in a curve is franked 
message, flanked on the 
left with the initialsj. L.R.
(being those of Mr. John 
Lewis Ricardo, the chair
man of the Company), 
and on the right by j. s. f., 
the initials of Mr. John
S. Fourdrinier, the secre
tary.

Below this is an in
scription, varying in each 
of the three stamps. In 
one the inscription is,
“ Of 20 words— under 50 miles,”* while in the others it is, “  Of 
20 words—under 100 miles,” and “ Of 20 words—above 100 
miles.” Then follows a notice from the Company, setting out the 
conditions on which it undertook to transmit the message to 
which the stamp was annexed, followed by a direction to be 
signed hy the sender to forward the message on the Company’s 
conditions, the stamp thus constituting an agreement between it 
and the eender, and thereby limiting the responsibility of the 
Company.

* The legend in the engraving is Incorrect ; the text is accurate.
T

_

ft20 words,Mt exceeding SOmila 
THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Mi Chi

Meertdttff/sáieadmte
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The impression was in black, on unwatermarked coloured paper, 
and the stamps were gummed at the back, bnt not perforated. In 
the right upper comer was “  No.” and they were numbered con
secutively by a numbering machine. The colours were as follows : 

Under 60 miles, pink.
' „  10 0  „  deep-blue.

Above 100 „  white.

A lton) SÍM «.
The stompe above described did not remain long in use, and 

tmriy i n t ö 5 Íf.in consequence of changes introduced into the
Company’s tariff, an al-

m e s s
One shilling

THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY
irili not Ле парапяЫе/Ьг MixUike* votkt 
tra ги пих sinn afunrtpeated Оихадштат 
■whalfvrr так thry may ariar. УопгШЛе 
Company bt rtxpàuibU (òr Mutako m Ле 
tnuiomixxien <fa n•peaUäMaxamnoribrddty 
иЧЛх гпяянйася adetnarj тгргяха txnaa 
rajaim anuwdAuvfaayilutam ııArttrr 
TottaxaiorratnpxaXté.lê вощу txcàu atomt jřS. unlux ate taxerai.
íwiulréÁe annaaui mejaageć? 
a c a o u im x jr fo / Á x  a ů w t  c c m r k tto r u .

teration was made by the 
suppression of that рог 
tion of the design con
sisting of ÿfito words— 
under 60 mflee," &c., and
substituting the value in 
its place. In all other 
respects the design was

theiseuewasbte 
from the импа plate/and
on gimilsr paper. The 
stamps were also num
bered consecutively as 
before ; but as the frank
ing power of the stamp

was now expressed in money, and not in the distance the message 
was to be conveyed, the nhmber was augmented. The series 
consisted of the following values :

f£(j Threepence . . . on light yellow paper
rfçy One Shilling . . . „  fawn . „
fİST One Shilling and Sixpence . „  pink .

t 'SZf T * 0 Shillings. v  ht blue
. ' /v - Three Shillmgs , . „  deep blue

1

Four Shillings. white.
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DISCOVERY OF A STAMP OF THE ELECTRIC 
a, *  TELEGRAPH COMPANY OF 1861.

J *  J k c L Á Í .J J íy fy '
S o m  time since we inserted a paragraph in the Record requesting our 
readers to communicate to us any information they might poetess 
regarding the series of stampe issued by the Electric Telegraph Company 
fitt its Continental Service, the particulars of which may oe found in 
The Póttag« and Telegraph, Stampe af Onat Britain, page ЯS3, whom 
them is an engraving of the sole value then brought to light, and of 
which only one specimen is known to exist The stamp is an oblong 
rectangle 36x28 mm., printed in black, isméd, as stătea on the stamp 
iteelf, m 1681, and bearing the initials B.G. and J.S.F., both in mono
gram. It was known however that them wem three other values—  
eighteen pence, four shillings, and eight shillings—aa the Pc*t-offlce had 
•communicated this fact to thè authors of the above-mentioned work, 
•efter reference had been made to some of the books of the Company that 
had been handed over when the' transfer of the undertaking waa made 
to the Poet-office. The specimen from which the engraving was taken 
wae perforated 12k and was traversed vertically by a thick black line, 
notee a mark of obliteration, bnt as a mom ready mode of distinguish
ing it fron the te d «  lor die Inland Service, the пи  of the Continental 
series being to defray the cost of transmission of despatches to Denmark, 
Hamburg, and Hanover.

Our appeal bore no fruit, and we did not receive a single communica
tion till a few days since, when Ur. Philhrick announced to us that by 
a fortunate chance he had beccane the possessor of а proof copy of the 
highest value, which had been sent in 1861 to the party from whom he 
obtained it by Merem. Waterlow and Sema, who lithographed the stampe 
fat the company. It is a proof, because it is not perforated ; it has no 
control numbers upon it, and no vertical line, but is simply pen-marked 
in red ink, the impression being in black. Of course, this is not 
positive evidence that the issue was in black, though it is highly 
probable that it was, and that the other as yet undiscovered values of 
eighteen peace and four shillings will prove also to be in black.

* The stamp is similar in design to that of the three pence, except that 
the value within the oval, which , is in two Unas of sans-serif tm- 
•coloured capitulai the top embed downwards and the lower arched 
upwards, is changed to **пон т шзшдпвв” similarly placed.
• It is remarkable that after having been 83 yearn in a collection this 

stamp should have come to light in the manner it hae done, and we 
ccmgratulate Mr. Philbrick in having become the ронени  of this long- 
lost variety. The single known specimen of the three pen« Is now m  

. the collocami of M. de Ferrary. .

Ju M*. C*->~ ■/Îic-VUüUy. J íuCâfTbď1 Л

Ý* ! -Z >Vulu

k~nj C i

I 4U J
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Ctørt Jeeur.
In 1861 the Company determined to modify the manner in 

which its responsibility in regard to the message should be 
limited, both in its Continental and inland services, by rendering 
the stamp available for franking purposes only when it was 
affixed to a message written on one of the Company’s printed 
forms, in which the conditions were stated and signed by the 
sender, and not in any other manner.

W ith the view o f keeping the accounts and details o f the two *« 
services separate, a series of stamps specially destined for each 
service was issued, both of which were designed and engraved 
by Mesara Waterlow and Sons, o f Great Winchester Street, 
London, by whom they were printed by lithographie transfer, 
gummed, and perforated.

(1) The Continental Service Stam pe.

D esign.— The design consists of a rectangular transverse 
oblong corded frame, measuring 36 by 26 mm. Within this is the 
value in full, in white block letters, on a transverse oval-shaped 
engine-turned ground, enclosed within a border of pearls. Ex
tending over the top and the two ends o f this oval is the 
inscription T H E  ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH 

company, the initials r. o.* and 
j. s. F., both in monogram, being 
also introduced. On a scroll below 
is, “  This stamp only franks messages 
to the Continent written on the 
Company’s printed forma” In each 
of the lower angles is the date 1861 
on a solid disc, and between these is “  N o.," with a blank left 
for the insertion o f the number, which is done in black by an 
ordinary numbering machine.

The design, as engraved by Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, was 
transferred to stone, with the necessary alterations to adapt it to 
the several values, and was lithographed in colour on white un-

• The initials R. o. are those of the Hon. Robert Grim ston, who in 
1859 succeeded Mr. John Lewis Ricardo ae chairman of the Company.

У 2

:
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waW markedjpeper^and perforated 124.* The stampe were 
surcharged vertically"with a broad black band.

Threepence, black.
Eighteenpence (t) Q

t  Four shillings (1) лл'- •
- Eight „  j f r  O -tćb& L ,

These stamps o f the Continental series were used only for pay
ing the rates on messages to Denmark, Hamburg, and Hanover.

(2) The In land  S ervice Stam pe.

D esign.— The design consists o f a rectangular upright oblong, 
measuring 23 by 314 num, having a white engrailed border. At 
the top is telegraph, and at the bottom 18— stamp— 61, in 
white characters on solid ground. On an irregularly-shaped 
oval blank tablet is inscribed the electric telegraph company, 
in German text, with the initials r. g. and j. s. f. below, 
separated by crossed thunderbolts. Below this is “  No.,” fol
lowed by the consecutive number, which is printed in black 
figures by a numbering machine, while on a solid tablet below 
is the value in full in white block letters. This is followed 
by a notice in small Italics: “ T hie stam p w ill on ly frank  
m essages w ritten on the Com pany's prin ted  form s."

The design, as engraved by Messrs. Waterlo w and Sons, was 
transferred to stone, and the necessary alterations made for 
adapting it to the several values. It was lithographed in colour,

* When the transfer of the undertaking of this Company to the Post
master-General took place, the whole of the papera of the Company 
were destroyed by order of the directors, together with the remaining stock 
of stamps and the plates from which they were constructed. The stamps 
issued by the Company have therefore become exceptionally rare ; and of 
the Continental series, which only continued in use for a short period and 
for a limited purpose, we have not been fortunate enough to be able to find 
any specimens, except one of the lowest value, from which the above en
graving is taken, perforated 12ţ. The denominations of the other values 
have been given to ns by the Post-office by reference to some of the books of 
the Company, which show the various stamps made use of by it. We are 
informed by a gentleman formerly in the service o f the Company that the 
black band drawn aerosa the face of the stampe for the Continental service 
was introduced solely with the view of facilitating the distinguishing of the 
stamps of the two series, and not with the object of cancelling the stamp.
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Page Sti. Foot-note. Since this foot-note appeared we have not been able 
to trace toe existence of «ny copy of toe tone value*, le. «d., 4*., and S*., 
givrai in toe hrt with a queir a* to their colour*, nor to gather any further 
information about them. No specimen of toi* issue is known to m in anr 
Snglnh collection, not excluding that at the General Port Office.
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Page 3*6. Add to the list :
Ten shillings, red-brown.

ThU Tslue hss been produced by its owner to M. Moens, end 
of this series. (See next note bat one.)
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^  on white unwatermarked paper, and perforated 12. Imperforate 
specimens o f some o f the values are occasionally met with, 
though these appear to be proofs; for those which we have 
seen bear no numbers on the face o f them.

On the stamps as at first issued the numbering was printed 
on the engine-turned groundwork, but we have met with copies 
of the one shilling and the four^sïiillings where this ground
work has been removed, and a white tablet introduced to receive 
the numbering. T h e«^ áriTevidently from a second or later 
transfer, as is shown by the numbering, and lead to the supposi
tion that the demand for these two values necessitated additional 
supplies, which were probably not required in  the case o f the 
others, although at the вате time it is by no means improbable 
that among these latter some may exist where a similar change 
was made. No such instances have, however, been met with 
by ns. A  further proof of the unequal demand for some values is 
shown from the circumstance that copies o f the one shilling are 
found perforated 12£, a gauge which, во far as we have been able 
to ascertain, was employed by Messrs. W atţţlow and Co. sub
sequently to that of 12. It is somewhat remarkable that in 
the succeeding issues, or printings off o f these stamps, the engine- 
turned ground was retained or restored in all the values with 
the exception o f the one shilling, as is evidenced from the 
unused copies in hand when the undertaking o f the Company 
was handed over to the Postmaster-GeneraL The various values 
and colours o f the stamps o f this issue were as follows :

Threepence, ochre-brown.
i*~j£.One shilling, orange-yellow* -  ƒ  P Ií '/k

Eighteen pence, roee-pink.
Two shillings, green. • '
Two shillings and sixpence, chocoÄte-brown. nft  ^  
Three shillings, blue.
Four shillings, black.
Five shillings, purple. , . .

v T en  vaa-.ttgurvu. Г  ,
fin ita  я*»*- fţiA. Ä*--#*ЛМ-Ly

This " ■  non-nniy be considered as a^new issue, tak as Mr. 
Henry Weaver had* on the 1st January, 1864, succeeded Mr.
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Fourdrinier in tjie office o f secretary, hiç initials, H. W ., figured 
foťttie4fu\ure on the stamps in place of those o f Mr. Fouidrinier.

N o other alteration was made in the 
design, and the original date of 1861 
was stih retained. The variations in 
colour in many o f the values, especially 
in the three lowest ones, lead to the 
supposition that the stamps o f the various 
values wereprinted off and supplied in 
batches, according to the requirements of 
the Company. A  difference in perforation 

is also noticeable, those first printed being perforated 12}, while 
about the year 1867 a perforation o f 10 was introduced, and so 
continued to the period when the undertaking was transferred to 
the Post-office at the close o f 1869. Jlo *

(h u - -ïw e new valued from the same original plate w oe introduced 
into this issue, the sixpence and the ton shďlÍHgB ; while, on the 
other hand, we fail to find specimens o f the half-crown and five 
shillings, which, though in existence when the undertaking was 
handed over to the Post-office, do not appear to have been re
printed with the initials o f Mr. Henry Weaver.

The following are the values, colours, and perforations of the 
copies which we have seen :

Threepence, ochre-brews. Ferì. 12 } and 10.
Sixpence, bright vermilion 
One shilling, orange-yellow 
Eighteen pence, pale carmine 
Two shillings, green 
Three shillings, blue
Four shillings, black 12}

rtûâ * N° specimen of this ttsmp is found in the Post-office collection, and
L a* i* , we are unable to gins either its rclnnr or its psifa sliuu. All Hrst we 

***" г hnmr in tbnt it iîTţ*~ îrist^p ** use} by the Company when the
undertaking was handed over to the Postmaster-Generalf  and wn birre 
hssn srumrsd by a gitnthmnn
Wiring-^ tbin-impmsinn. and nnt tir thnt brniinjf Or lintH*-*- 8. Fi
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Paye 5«ő. Linee 16 and 17 trom top. These should read, “ One new Tatue 

was introduced into this issue ; namely, the sixpence.”
Insert “ (red-brown ft ” after “ Ten shillings,” in the last line of tiw text. 
The foot-note should be altered as -follows : No specimen of the ten 

shillings value in this or the preceding issue is to be found in the Post Offioe.

. „ J -
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the third issue. If the recollection of our previous informant he implicitly
" i issue ; but we an is- iuuit.it.

ol lection of our previous ш
accurate, this value remains to be found in toe fourth i . 
dined to think it did not exist, as it was not extensively used.
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KïB the courtesy o f Messrs. Waterlow and Sous I have recently 
j  opportunity of seeing the records remaining in their establish* 
Hf the stamps of the Electric Telegraph Company.
L series dated 18— 61, RG— H W , was printed from transfere 
[from one engraving, and the values in the central tablet altered 
L  plate, as required.
(this series I saw the original engraving, with the central tablet 
щ the value, with groundwork without any value inscribed ; the 
r tablet on which the central numbers were printed having also 
ad “ No.” which is printed in the colour of the stamp, 
tproof engraving is in black, on plain wove thick paper of a 
risk tone. The proofs o f the values are on a separate piece of 
ipaper, and run in.two columns, аз follows, viz.,

ONE EIGHTEENPENCE
SHILLING THREE FENCE

TWO BIX PENCE
SHILLINGS HALF Л CROWN

THREE TEN
SHILLINGS SHILLINGS

TO UB FIVE
SHILLINGS SHILLINGS

open block or sans serif letters, as appear on the stamps. The 
is of a distinctly smaller type than that in the earlier series, 

I.S.F., but the letters themselves are somewhat stouter; a fact 
ierto noticed.

the earlier set, which from figures written on imperforate proof 
in the colours o f the issue, seems to date from Âugust, 1862, 

«e shilling had at the left end o f the control tablet the word 
■, abbreviated “  No.” , to which was afterwards added at the right 

i capital “  A.” This “ A ”  does not appear on the imperforate 
of the Is. and 2s., which are so common, but in which the 
' groundwork is le ft
central tablet bad the guüloché work of the ground removed in 

I idling, after the first batch was printed, so that the control figures 
*>rth appear on a white ground. In the collection at the British 
i is an intermediate copy shewing traces of the “  A  ”  which had 

been completely removed, and another copy from which it is 
ly obliterated.

of R. o .— J. 8. F. one shilling there exist, besides the earliest one 
with the coloured tablet, which is found perforated 
13 x 12$, numbers 8230 and 78,627.

“  No. A .” tablet with groundwork.
“ No.”  the A  partly removed, traces of the top and right 

foot of the “ A ”  very visible, tablet plain.
“ No.”  the A  entirely removed, tablet plain, 

bw three are all perforated 12$, and the black control figures are 
hüvely 127,251, 191,437, and 240,667, their sequency giving the 
[ °f the printings. %
be complete letter “  A ,”  therefore, is only found in the second 
<bg with the white tablet of the first series ; is partly removed in 
*ttt printing, and wholly effaced in those subsequent.
1 this series the tablet too is plain in the four and five shilling

В but the ground left coloured in all the others, probably because 
our of the stamps was dark in the former, so that i f  the ground 
bhad been left, the control numbers would be less distinctly seen.
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ADHESIVE STAMPS.

SYNOPSIS.

ƒ  t r e t  J e e u e .

1852. “  Franked Message,” no value indicated. Impression 
in black on coloured paper. Imperforate.

Under 50 miles, pink. “
Under 100 miles, deep blue.
Above 100 miles, white.

A cu x l ЗГмве.
1853. “  Franked Message.” Impression in black on coloured 

paper. Imperforate.
Threepence, on light yellow paper.
One shilling, on fawn paper.
One shilling and sixpence, on pink paper.
Two shillings, on light bine paper.

• Three shillings, on deep bine paper.
Four shillings, on white paper.

QTbirli Ş u tu .
(1) F o r Continental Service.

1861.' Impression in colour on white paper. Perforated 12ţ, *
and probably* 12.* *

Threepence, black.
Eighteenpence (T) i
Four shillings (f> /1*“* С -"****^ '
Eight „  (Î)

(2) F or Inland Service.

1861. Impression in colour on white paper, r . g . — 3 . e. r .

Perforated 12 and some 12$.
^Threepence, ochre-brown, _______ _ _____ £ .

One shilling, orange-yellow! ’
Eighteenpence, roee-pink.

* During the time that the third and fourth issues were current the 
perforations made by Messrs. Wate rio w and Sons went through the <7 'L 
variations of 12,12}, M, and l(b It is impossible therefore to attempt to 
classify tile perforations, especially of the third issue, of which specimens 
are so rare, and the information we have heen able to obtain has been of 
the scantiest possible kind.

*  e>‘
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Two shillings, green.
Two shillings and sixpence, chocolate-brown. 
Three shillings, blue.
Four shillings, black.
Five shillings, purple.
TV*. SÍuLbUws ^<Lrù1 ' VARIETIES,
One shilling, orange-yellow. Imperforate.
Two shillings, Ыне, finvv. „
One shilling, orange-yellow. White tablet Peri. 12). 
Four shillings, black. „  Pert 12.

ioartÿ Juut.
In land  Service.

1864. Impression in  colour on white paper, n. o.— h. w. 
Perforated 12| and 10.

Threepence, ochre-brown. Perforated 12) and 10.
Sixpence, bright vermilion ,, „
One shilling, orange-yellpw ,, „  ,

" ïw o  shillings, green £^U•a.ƒu»ч•. Ao-Aj*^. V?-ip .fi £
Three shillings, blue „  „
Four shillings, black 12ţ

• X*

DIRECTORS' MESSAGE STAMPS.
Special stampe were prepared by the Company for the nee of 

its directors, the name of each particular director appearing on 
the face o f the stamp issued to him. This stamp being affixed 
to a message written on an " (A ) message form,”  and signed 
by the director, franked it to its destination.*

* We are not able to give the date when these stampe were firet isméd, 
but from the fact of the initials of Mr. J. L. Ricardo appearing upon them 
they must have existed prior to 1859. They continued in use until 
the undertaking was handed over to the Poet-office, when the plates 
were destroyed. The stamps were furnished by Messrs. Waterlow and 
Sons, in batches of 100 at a time, as each director required. The specimen 
from which the above engraving is taken was one prepared for the use of 
Captain Huish, one of the directors, whose name appears on the face ;, 
Jmà the other directors, the Honble. R. Grimaton, G. P. Bidder, Esq., Й 
Thomas Brassey, Esq., Ac., were famished with similar stamps with their — 
names inserted on the face, entitling them to send messages written on the 
Company’s forms free o f payment -





IIn  the series RÕ— H W  the shilling has always the control tablet 
white and the A  completely effaced. There is a slight variation also in 
the one shilling of this series from the former, the N  of “  No.” ú  1агвег 
and broader, and there are two dots, not qoite vertically placed under 
the o, in the place o f the one dot of .the J. в. f . set. Although, as above 
stated, the values o f half a crown, four shillings, five shillings, and ten 
shillings were prepared, yet Messrs. Waterlow’s records do not shew 
any printing o f either o f them in this set, nor have any copies been 
found by collectors. A s these last three values were not in great use 
no doubt the stock on hand, when Mr... Weaver became Secretary on 
1 January, 1864, lasted till the Company was transfered to the Post* 
office in December, 1869.

The paper used had the maker’s name watermarked in the sheet in 
open, double-lined Roman capitals, “ Waterlow and Sons,”  parta of 
which may be found on some specimens. *

The following stamps of the Electric and Telegraph Company of the 
last series RQ—  HW , with the date 18— 61 at the ends of the lower 
tablet, all bearing a clean-cut perforation of 15, appear recently to have 
come into the hande o f Mr. Walter Morley. The values and colours 
are as follows :

2 shillings, green.
3 „  blue.

Threepence, brown ochre. 
One Smiling, orange-yellow. 
Eighteenpence, rose. brown-black.

The normal colour o f this last value is a positive black, but in the 
stamps in question this, though termed “ brown,” is really black of a 
clear lightish printing, due probably to the introduction of some ingre
dient into the ink, or more fluid, which gave it a brownish tint, as is 
sometimes seen in black etamps ; e.g. the firsťžO centimes stamp of the 
French Republic. The 2s. 6a. in brown is of а totally different colour, 
a trne brown, but is not known except in the earlier series with the 
initials к. g. and J. & f. The above stamps bear no control numbers.

It will be remembered that Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, who manu
factured the Electric Telegraph Stamps, were in  1869 using a perfora
tion of 10, as is shown by the Bet of British Guiana stamps (1863), which 
were so perforated by them, they having been previously perforated 
12, 12i, and also 13. The firm never made use of a perforation of 15 
until the end o f 1869 or the beginning o f 1870, when they introduced 
a set of punches of that gauge, which was afterwards employed for the 
British Guiana (1863) stamps from 1 to 24 cents.

It must also be remembered that in 1870 the Government had taken 
over the Electric Telegraph Company with the other telegraph com
panies, for at the end of 1869 the Electric Telegraph Company transferred 
its undertaking to the Post-office Telegraph Department, and all stamps 
in stock were destroyed.

From these facts it  appears to be tolerably clear that the stamps in 
question are remainders, which were never in the hands of the Company, 
as they jbear no control numbers, and could not have been perforated by 
the makers till late in 1869 or subsequently. _

These reasons were fully weighed by the members o f the Philatelic 
Society, London, at their meeting on the 27th April ; and it was further 
noticed that the colours were peculiarly light shades of these stampa 
The meeting unanimously agreed that the so-called “  brown”  of the 4a 
was a brown shade of black. It was further considered that although 
the Company was not absolutely transferred to the Government until 
the end o f  1869, yet as the negotiation^ with the Company and the passing 
of the Act of Parliament for the acquirement of the telegraphs had 
been a subject for discussion throughout the year, it would hardly 
be likely that more stamps would oe ordered than were absolutely 
required for the service. The general opinion was therefore that the 
stamps were genuine remainders, but had never been issued by the 
Company for service, and therefore ought strictly to be considered 
rather as interesting curiosities than stamps employed for service.
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D esign.— The design consisted of an upright rectangular 
narrow frame, measuring 25 by 26 mm., composed o f pearls on 
a plain black ground, with Maltese crosses in the angles. W ithin 
this frame is “ No.”  (with consecutive numbering in black), 
below which is the following legend, “  the electric telegraph 
oompy,”  flanked by the initials j . l. r. and j .  в. f. “ D irector's 
Message for the use of [director's name in 
block letters] only. This (A ) message must 
be signed by the Director, and be sent with
out prepayment” No value was indicated.

The stamp was prepared by Messrs,
Waterlow and Sons, and was lithographed 
on blue unwatermarked paper, gummed but 
not perforated. When Mr. Grimston succeeded Mr. Ricardo as 
chairman in 1859, and Mr. Weaver succeeded Mr. Fourdrinier 
as secretary in January, 1864, the corresponding changes were 
made in the initial« o f the chairman and secretary on the stamps 
as fresh supplies were ordered.

SYNOPSIS.

Before 1859. Directors’ message stamp (j . l. r.— j .  s. r .), 
black on bine paper.

1859 to 1863. Directors’ message stamp (a  g.— J. a. f.), black 
on blue paper.* ^  rv<f f/ ,.

1864 to 1868. Directors’ message stamp (a. a .— h . w . ) ,  black 
on blue paper.

2. The Submarine Telegraph Company.

This Company was established in 1850, with the object o f 
working submarine telegraph cables under concessions obtained 
from the French and Belgian Governments, and was the great 
pioneer of submarine telegraphy in this country.

Under the provisions o f the Act o f 1868 the Postmaster

* This has not been seen by us, but we insert it as there can be but 
little doubt of ita existence.
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General acquired submarine cables to Holland and Germany 
from the Electric and from Reuter's Companies, but this Com
pany, not working any separate inland service of its own, and 
not being in competition with the Government monopoly, was 
left in possession o f its cables, and still carries on its business 
between England and Continent, traţismitting through its 
eight or nine cables, which contain\hirty-five conductors, an 
average o f not less than 8,500 messages per day.

The chief offices of the Company were first established at 30, 
Comhill, from whence they were removed to 58, Threadneedle 
Street, and are now at 2, Throgmorton Avenue, all in the City 
o f London.

In November, 1861, during the period when Mr. L. Walter 
Courtenay was the secretary o f the company, Messrs. De La Rue 
and Co. engraved and manufactured for the service o f the com
pany a series o f five adhesive stamps, o f the respective values of 
fourpence-halfpenny, three shillings and ninepence, four shillings, 
seven shillings and sixpence, and eight shillings, the object of 
which was probably as follows : The three shillings and nine- 
pence and four shillings were for the prepayment o f messages of 
ten words to Denmark and Germany respectively, and their 
doubles, seven shillings and sixpence and eight shillings, for 
messages o f twenty words to the same countries, while the 
fourpence-halfpenny was for additional 
words. The four shillings also represented 
the charge to Faria.

The general design o f all these stamps 
is identical, except the variations in the 
valueq sud the number of  wosdo for which 
tho stamp is applicable. There were sepa
rate dies for each value.

D b b i q n .— The design consists o f 8. T. 
in monogram o f fancy capitals, in an up
right solid oval, round which is a serpent 
Above is s u b m a r i n e  t e l e g r a p h  c o m p a n y ,  and below is the 
value in fu ll To the left is u n i n s u r e d  m e s s a g e , and to the
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rigbt the number o f words including address that the stamp 
in question would prepay. Small circles with the value in 
figures are introduced into the spandrels, and a fancy border en
closing the whole forms an upright rectangle, measuring 23 by
Щ  ID E  .

' v Th'e impression was in mauve on white surfaced unwater- ' 
marked paper. The stamps were gummed and perforated 14.

Dining a temporary failure^in the supply o f the four shillings 
( value the eight shillings stamp was utilized by surcharging it in 

red, across the face in four lines, with the words, t e m p o r a r y  

s t a m p  f o u r  s h i l l i n g s ,  the value being also effaced b y  a line.*

SYNOPSIS.

1861-1862. Impression in mauve on plain white surfaced 
paper. Pert 14. ,

Fourpence halfpenny . mauve on white.
Three shillings and ninepence „  „
Four shillings . . „  „
Seven shillings and sixpence . „  ,,
Eight shillings . „  „

/УчЬ ■ Four shillings {surcharged on eight shillings), red on mauve.
<_/- i f  f  z>* ) /гмЛАЛ л* t Ч « н ч „

3. The English and I rish and the British and Irish 
Magnetic Telegraph Companies.

In dealing with these companies, or rather the various 
companies which ultimately became known under the above 
names, it may he convenient to give a short rém m é o f their 
history.

By an Act o f Parliament, passed in the year 1851, the 
Magnetic Telegraph Company was incorporated with a capital

* The use of these stamps must have been very limited. We have 
never met with any specimens, and their very existence is scarcely 
remembered by any one connected with the Company. No copies are to 
be found at the Poet-office, nor have any been preserved by the Company, 
and the whole of the telegrams, papere, and other like documents 
relating to the period when these stampe were in use have been long 
since destroyed.
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of £100,000, and in June, 1852, this Company obtained a 
Royal Charter, onder which the Btyle was changed to that of 
“ The English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company,” the 
liability o f the members being limited, and the capital fixed at 
£300,000.

In  the year 1850 Parliament passed an Act incorporating a 
Company under the style of “ The British Electric Telegraph 
Company,”  with a capital of £100,000; and in the year 1851, 
another Act, incorporating “  The European and American 
Electric Printing Telegraph Company," also with an authorized 
capital o f £100,000. These two last named Companies were, in 
the year 1853, amalgamated by Royal Charter, and formed into 
a new Company, under the name o f “ The British Telegraph 
Company,” with a Capital of £300,000.

On 22nd April, 1857, “ The British and Irish Magnetic 
Telegraph Company, Limited,” with a capital of £600,000, was 
registered under the Limited Liability A ct to carry out an 
amalgamation which bad been arranged between the English 
and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company and the British Tele
graph Company, both o f which consequently became merged in 
the new undertaking, which thus represented after its formation 
the three companies created by A ct o f Parliament and the two 
incorporated by Royal Charter; and it continued to work its 
system o f telegraphs until the whole undertaking was acquired 
in 1870 by the Postmaster-General under the provisions of the 
Act o f 1868.

Mr. Edward Brailsford Bright was the secretary of the 
English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company, and after its 
amalgamation with the British Telegraph Company he became 
secretary and general manager to the British and Irish Magnetic 
Telegraph Company, Sir Charles^Bright being the consulting 
engineer to the new Company, which had its head offices at 2, 
Exchange Buildings, Liverpool, and its central station in London, 
at 58, Threadneedle Street, where also the Submarine Telegraph 
Company was located, the British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph 
Company working in connection with it.

ƒ
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The Rngliah and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company.—
jn mounting the specimens of the stamps of this company at the British 
ÿuseum I was struck with the differences that exist in the numerals of 
rdne, and I at once saw that there were several varieties of each, a fact 
»hich has not heen noticed before. I accordingly asked Mr. Walter 
Harley, of Tottenham, who I knew had some of the “  remainder sheets* 
of these stamps without control numbers, to lend me a sheet of any 
ţglues he possessed. He very kindly sent me an entire one of the 
U, Is. 6d., 2a. 6d., and 4a., and the four bottom rows o f a sheet of 
the 5a, which were all he had of that value.

The stamps are lithographed on thin white wove paper, which is 
entirely without watermark, and there is no marginal inscription to 
any of the sheets. The stamps are arranged in ten rows of ten, in two 
blacks of fifty each, and there is a rather wider space between the two 
blocks than there is between the other rows. The two blocks in the 
case of the la  are inverted, so that the two centre rows of the sheet are 
tíU-bécU. From an examination I have made, I  find that there are 50 
varieties of the “  value ”  for the l a  and 4a ; that is to say, the two 
blocks shew the same varieties. This is not во in  the case of the la  6cL 
and 2s. 6cL, as I  find the “  value ” on every stamp of these two sheets is 
of a different type, thus making 100 varieties of each. Not having 
seen a sheet of the 5a, I cannot say what number o f types there are of 
this value. There are but few, what one would call prominent 
varieties, found, but I have noted the following on the sheet of the 4a : 
The fourth stamp of the second row, and, of course, also of the seventh 
tow, has no tail to the numeral, i.e. 4  instead o f  the usual 4(. Slight 
defects may be found in the “  value ” on some of the stamps, but on 
comparing these with the same types on the second block they are seen 
to be merely due to imperfect printing.

The question of the number o f types may be farther complicated by 
mare than one lithographic stone having been used, and I  believe that 
this actually occurred in the case o f the 4a and 5a My reason for 
thinking so is that in a specimen of the 4a I  have examined in the 
“ Tapling Collection * there is a large period after the stroke for 
shilling instead of the short wavy line which exists on all the fifty 
types on Mr. Motley's sheet I have also seen a copy of the 5a, which 
has a large numeral “  5,”  quite different to the forty stamps on the part 
sheet I have mentioned, the figures o f which are all smaller. N o doubt 
the stone was cleaned after the number of stamps ordered at each time 
bad been struck off, and every fresh printing made would consequently 
•hew new varieties as regards the “  values.”
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In 1853 the English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company 
issued a series o f frank stamps to prepay the chargee on telegrams.
These stamps were prepared by Messrs. Mawdesley and Co., of 2,
Castle Street, Liverpool. They were all identical in design, except 
the figures o f value, the entire series consisting of five values— le., 
la 6d ., 2e. 6d., 4a., and 5a., which latter represented the rate for 
a single message o f twenty words between England and Ireland.

D e s i g n . — The design consists of a long streamer flowing from 
the head of a spear at the left side of the stamp, and making , .
three folds over the face, the background showing a large eight-' s-iU 
rayed star. On a tablet above is p r a n k  s t a m p , and on the 
upper and lower folds o f the streamer 
is the inscription, t h e  En g l i s h  a n d

IRISH MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH CO., the 
middle one bearing the fa c s im ile  

] signature e . b . b r i g h t , s e c y . Below 
this, on the star, is v a l u e ,  the por
tion above being left blank to receive 
the numbering. The figures of value 
are inserted immediately below the 
word v a l u e . The heraldic emblems 
of the rose, shamrock, and thistle 
are twined up the spear on the left side, and also fill in the lower 
part o f the stamp, the background of plain horizontal lines being 
relieved by ten small five-rayed stars distributed in various parta ,
The whole forms an upright rectangle, measuring 35 by 43 mm.

The stamps were printed in colour by lithography, on thin 
white wove unwatermarked paper, and were gummed, but not 
perforated.* The values and colours are as follows :

A One shilling, black. .
q, One shilling and sixpence, lilac. * f İ  л Л с* . Л LLa.o
C  Two shillings and sixpence, blue.
~T) Four shillings, pale red.
£  Five shillings, green.

Û Ha- 4 k ^ j. f'ro  ^  Ou>* ^ 4  ( A-/VA ^  ƒ
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After the English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company 
became merged in the British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph 
Company, in 1857, the rates o f messages were reduced, commenc
ing with a minimum charge o f 6d. for a short distance, and in 
consequence a new set o f stamps was ordered, which, like the 
former, were prepared by Messrs. Mawdesley and Co.

D esign.— The design was much simplified, consisting of an 
upright rectangular frame, measuring 26J by 30 mm. In the 
upper part is a tablet, inscribed frank s t a m p ,  and the value in 

full is in a tablet below. Across the 
face o f the stamp is a tablettfto receive 
the numbering, which is sometimes in
serted in black and sometimes in red, 
and above this is the name o f the Com
pany in block letters, b r i t i s h  a n d  irish 
M AGNETIC TELEGRAPH 0 0 .  LIMITED, while 
below is EDWARD B. BRIGHT, SBCTT., in 
script The rose, shamrock, and thistle 
figure as ornaments in other parts of the 

design, which slightly differs in detail in each vj»lţ& -,
The stamps were lithographed in black, on^ coloured wove

paper, watermarked with^thunderbolts and^ yith  tìie maker's 
пжтпА • They were gummed, and perforated 13}. There arename.
îrwo types

lu**»

------------ --------„  --------- о --------------- , ------- - r ----------------Л- "*
•- с Trwo types o f the eighteenpence— one where the value ıs m 

aO  f c - f  figmee, and the other where it is in full, o f which probably the
"*Ca t***t*~  former is the older, as when the undertaking was transferred to 

b-Æ»«the Post-office a few copies o f the values then current (among 
which the 2«. 6d. and 4s. are not found) were printed as speci
mens, qnd the eighteenpence is that o f the value in fulL These 
reprmEsmay readily he recognized, as they are not numbered 
on the face, and are neither perforated nor gummed.

The 3d., 6d., Is., Is. 6d., 2s., 3s., and 4s. are also found per 
forated 13, instead o f 13}, and probably the other values exist 
similarly perforated. In the absence o f sufficient information we

* M. Moene catalognee the 2«. with special watermark, bnt this is only 
a portion of the papermaker’« вага». W <U« ал(с

T—W  Ptnit.. Jrv Î 4 . ^ 4 /  - rU f ejfc. fi. ТШз •

f+vu S tf^ L - 
ал ■
f* Xf•

\ < if • 

6 ' *



1

,  Л М х с C 4 U v J ( A đ ( ■ j  p Ă v b U .  i u r * ţ ^  J ^ tu  3 ^

au

T**X  . - £ , . • >  fcfr, 2 i o .
ikiAA. ' Í  ■ -V* Y İ  ’ b ú (d  .

^ !'(£».<** i i ’ л *  ■

fU. f i J  f. ^ 4 ^  ^ÍÉLj/io-AA^ й  /йс-'
A k  / ^ jL . £ A V o J  о > Ф | л 4 ^  D w v ^  /^ * -

C ý  и о л ^  /6 Г  лг^у^ол***- r  4 и Л л ~ г^ / 2 Г б у
Л. f«AjW yi u^'Crtx**, tu~- <*̂ *-»» * î /гл^лл /AJ
fMM'^ '^  ^  <74 \ /o tA V K  G ilî^ * U > l /u X /lA ^  ^ P - U . /Л л л м .  < ^JU LTt Cl  ^  СЛ

Sää**—-—
З ^ Ё г ^ к ^ ^ Л  Х % 1 * * $ Я А  ^Vro,

.(?! ÌA-l£ ' «  - .........  -, '
r  -<“ 4  *,•*. tt>  va nlJ  .
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,> J.

*  ta 4uuMu ( ш Я  t cl̂ llJol£a . \ £\ .1
 ̂ř (A ^ f  ал*, t  ;  /3 . i* я /* , <г̂  'й V /  i V

■P<4W « A  Thirteenth line fram bottom. Expunge the irod ÿ maker's,0 
end read : With the vorde, r u n  я ш .  the b u tib b *  iU bhI txlb- / / — M  
J®*™ ,00.1CPA*T> ™ Iwse double-lined capital*. We can vouch for the / 
thunderbolt* and portions of the legend, but give it aa above on the authority '

/»ft
the authority

Note. At end read “ above watermark” for “ paper-maker'» name.”
, - , i Л * *  P. 91, No. 8* (December, 1889), it

appean that the 2a. nüne «aa then fini iwued, and thoee of Sa. and fia.

of AL Moen*.
Note. A tı . _____ .
From a paaaage in X« Timbre 

ppean thj ' "  ‘
suppressed.

taoi

folku  2cc> /f&Ş. wV* . f> ( j t  2j. d ^  .
, > / *  <7

4 /  Í  СьуI . /1ч. к г ч к а л /с  Í W  14

fc JxolllJL £ (íUa*/v- Я а  A > t f í  Г' X o  ̂
>/*■ «-. 3i <4jAi . Л и- 3 tM y * ~ ţi. •

' ^ 4 , ^ 4 *  У - 4 * 1  n j s j * ( ------- a
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Insert the date “ 1869” after the Tvo
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yCa«x  2Ьсг1!^ .



PRIVATE TELEGRAPH COMPANIES. 335

aie unable to determine accurately which of theee perforations 
eame first in point of date, and the same remark applies to the 
numbering in black and red. ""'The existence o f two gauges of 
the perforation naturally leads to the stţgpoption that there was 
more than one printing o f some o f the values ; for it must be 
borne in mind that this issue was in use for many years» •

The following are the values, colours o f the paper, and 
perforations, as found by us :

Threepence, on white. Perf. 13} and 13.
Sixpence, on flesh Perf. 13} and 13.
One shilling, on lavender. Perf 13} and 13'. 
le. 6d., on grey. P erf 13.
One shilling and eixpençe, on grey. Perf 13} and 13.
Two shillings, on bright yellow. Perf 13} and 13.
2s. 6<L, on pole olive-yellow. Pert 13}. -
Three shillings, on pink. Perf 13} and 13.
Four shillings, on pale green. Pert 13} and 13.
Five shillings, on pale blue. Pert 13}.

SYNOPSIS.
Jurat J u t r .

1853. Impression in colour on white peper. Imperforate.
One shilling, black.
One shilling and sixpence, lilac.
Two shillings and sixpence, blue.
Four shillings, pale red.
Five shillings, green.

Arcunk J i m .
1857. Impression in black on coloured paper. Perforated 13}

and 13.
Threepence, on white. Perf. 13} and 13.
Sixpence, on flesh. Perf. 18} and 18.
One shilling, on lavender. Pert 13} and 18.
1*. M ., on grey. Perf. 18., # i
One shilling snd sixpence, on grey. Perf. island 18. ’ /•  . f
Two sh'l’ ings, on bright yellow. Pert 18} andlS. - (  f&Ofj-j ___
2b. fld., on pale olive-yellow. Per£ 18}.
Three shillings, on pink. Perf 18} and 13.
Four shillings, on pale green. Perf 13} and 13.
Five shillings, on pale bine. Perf. 13}.
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4. T he  U nited  K ingdom E lectric T elegraph Company 
• L imited .

This Company was incorporated 24th July, 1860, to work 
several patents for improvements in the art of telegraphy 
granted to Thomas Allan, and to exercise certain privileges 
which had heen conferred on him and his associates by á private 
Act of Parliament. The offices of the Company at the com
mencement were at 101, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, 
London, and William Andrews was the secretary ; hut its head 
office was afterwards transferred to Nos. 237-247, Gresham 
House, and Mr. Andrews was then described both as manager 
and secretary. The main purpose of this Company was to bring 
into operation a low uniform rate o f charge for messages, adopting 
a similar principle to that which guided Sir Rowland Hill in 
establishing the uniform penny postage rate. In 1861, when 
this Company began to transmit messages for the public, the scale 
of charges then in general use hy other companies, for a message 
Dot above twenty words, names and addresses of sender and 
receiver not reckoned, was—

S. if .

For a distance not exceeding 50 miles . . . 1 6
„  „  above 50, but not exceeding 1 0 0  miles 2 0
„  „  „  100 • „  150 „ 3 0

For 150 miles and upwards . ' , . . 4 0
This Company commenced with the experiment of a uniform 

rate of la  for like messages irrespective of distance, hut after 
four yean* experience was compelled, in July, 1865, to revise 
and increase its chargee to the following scale—. . л. d.

For a distance not exceeding 100 miles . . . 1 0
„  „  exceeding 100 miles, not exceeding 200 1 4
„  „  „ 2 0 0  . . . .  2 0

When the Company, in 1869, came to claim compensation 
from the Postmaster-General for the purchase of its plant and 
goodwill, it took great credit to itself for being the pioneer in 
adopting the system of uniform charges, and the large sum of
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The United Kingdom Telegraph Company.—Mr. Bacon 
л done good service in calling attention to the perforation of these 
imps, both of the 1862 and 1863 issues, the sises of which are the 
me, WO x 25 mm. The earlier series has the longer side vertical, the 
tér has the longer side horizontal ; the former is perforated 16 x 15ţ, 
fe latter, evidently by the same machine, the perforation being 
tttaeaL 15} x 16.* - .. - .
* In urns describing the perforations I have adopted the system first 
vised by Dr, Legrand, and universally followed since by all Continental 
İten and cataloguas, viz., to name the vertical side fint, tin horizontal 
le after. There seems to be some little misunderstanding on this point in 
igland, as a different order in naming the sides haa sometimes heen 
[lowed. It im  s matter of indifference which system was adopted at fint, 
it uniformity is certainly desirable, for a variation not only inducea un- 
rtainty, bat also tends to isolate English catalogues and collecten from 
eir Continental amfrèret. I have taken some little pains to trice thè 
atter to ita origin, and find that Dr. Legrand took tae vertical aids to 
essaie fint, because in the great majority of cases that side was longest, 
4 most frequently gave a fall space of 2 can times to be measured. .Wint
er the reason, once adopted, there seems no valid ground for departing 
яп the practice ; it can cause no misapprehension, and a uniform rule is 
rtainly the most convenient. As we adopted Dr. Legrand’a system, and as 
i adoption is universal, then can be no hesitation in taking it aa a whole, 
ir can I see any object in departing from it in this one respect. The matter 
now of more importance to he generally understood than in form» daya, 
len there waa leea attention given to compound perforations than now ; rád 
minuţia are so much regarded I venture to hope all who chronicle inch 
iute will join in making the usage uniform.
Mr. Bacon too is perfectly nght in thinking that the one ahfflinj 
cond issue was not lithograph»!. Mesars. De La Bue Aie ver print» 
lithography. The variety of this stamp mentioned In P. and W., 
339, paragraph immediately above the Synopsis, is typographed, a 

ct we were not certain about when the book was published in 1881. 
The type is quite distinct from the former plate of the shilling of 
is issne, and may be readily recognized by the background, which is 
ore oonrused, and has not the uniform straight bat broken lines of the 
rmer plate. In the secondatile rows have irregular breaks joining the 
»lizontal lines, so as to present the appearance of a maze ; whereas in 
e former, one could passi with a clear ran between the rows, in a 
night line from side to side of the stamp. In the lattes the wav is 
treed, if not entirely stopped, by the breaks which joiá the rows. The 
nation is vera apparent when the two types are placed side by side, 
it is rather difficult to describe succinctly. I nope, however, the 

rks will he dear, and help collectors to distinguish the two

Í

1 have recently met with a proof of the Threepence of this second 
me printed in bright pnrple, bat when the issne was printed for use 
л colours of the former set were adhered to, probably to-prevent 
infusion in the office.
This proof is on white wove paper, un watermarked, and is interesting, 
tire only colour trial of these stamps that has yet oome to light, and 

1 believe chronicled for the first time. ..

i  Я/чЛК . Û-b£J V'Ubò f  «A



The United Kingdom Teleerapb Com pany/^i^Bacon  
ttse done good service in calling attention to the perforation of these 
stamps» both of the 1862 and 1863 issues, the eizes of which are the 
etnie, 30 x 25 mm. The earlier series has the longer side vertical, the 
later has the longer side horizontal ; the former is perforated 15 x 15$, 
the latter, evidently by the same machine, the perforation being 
identical, 15$ x 15.* ' '

* In thus describing the perforations I have adopted the evetem fičet 
deriseti by Dr. Legrand, and universally followed since by all Continental 
«riters and catalogues, viz., to name the vertical side first, the horizontal 
âda after. There seems to be some little misunderstanding on this point in 
England, as a different order in naming the sides has sometimes been 
followed. It was a matter of indifference which system was adopted at first, 
but uniformity is certainly desirable, for a variation not only induces un. 
certainty, but also tends'to isolate English catalogues and collectors from 
their Continental confrère». I have taken some little pains to trace the 
matter to its origin, and find that Dr. Legrand took the vertical side to 
measure first, because in the great majority of cases that side was longest, 
md most frequently gave a fall space of 2 centimes to be measured. Wüst
erer the reason, once adopted, there seems no valid ground for departing 
from the practice ; it can cause no misapprehension, and a uniform rule is 
certainly the most convenient. As we adopted Dr. Legrand’a system, and as 
its adoption is universal, them can be no hesitation in taking it as a whole, 
nor can I see any object in departing from it in this one reepect. The matter 
is now of more importance to be generally understood than in former days, 
when there was less attention given to compound perforations than now ; and 
ав minutiae are so mnch regarded 1 venture to hope all who chronicle such 
points will join in making the usage uniform.

Mr. Bacon too is perfectly nght in thinking that the one shilling 
eecond issue was not lithographed. Messrs. De La Rue & Co. never 
printed in lithography. The variety of this stamp mentioned in P. 
and W., p. 339, paragraph immediately above the Synopsis, is typo- 
graphed, a fact we were not certain about when the book was published 
in 1881.

The type is quite distinct from Ahe former plate of the shilling of 
this issue, and may he readily recognized by the background, which is 
more confused, and has not the uniform straight bnt broken lines of the 
former plate. In the second, the rows have irregular breaks joining the 
horizontal lines, so as to present the appearance of a maze ; whereas in 
the former, one could pass with a clear run between tbe rows, in a 
straight line from side to side of the stamp. In the latter the way is 
barred, if not entirely stopped, by the breaks which join the rows. The 
variation is very apparent when the two types are placed side by side, 
but is rather difficult to describe succinctly. I nope, however, the 
above remarks will be clear, and help collectors to distinguish the two 
varieties.

I have recently met with « proof of the Threepence of this second 
issue printed in bright purple, but when the issue was printed for use 
the colours of the former set were adhered to, probably to prevent 
confusion in the office.

This proof is on white wove paper, unwatermarked, and is interesting, 
as the only colour trial of these stamps that has yeť come to light, and 
is now I believe chronicled for the first time.
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way, th# «treme 
green, peri. » W>- 
1 mint condition,
’ perforation and 
(thrown, 1д «bollar



с

nice'Iot
Native States, surcharged on J 

various - . ,,, ..
166 — the collection including 1 st issue,-Pro-

visionale, etc., a very fine lot . I -
166 —  let issue 4a., cut one comer, hut A * * ‘

ing blue wavy line, and Scinde.
£a. white . â

167 JAPAN, the collection (74), Cut* (Щ, - . ;
Phillipine Islands (32) . _ n

168 LABU AN, 6c. on 8c. entire sheet unused JÖ
169 — 6e. on 8o.pair, unused and

gvm, one stamp being 
charged twice in error

• • ' ' - - . 4SV
• ' . 7 -  - , :
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,£562,264 9a. lid . was awarded to it, an amount not the lees 
eurprimng because it was virtually prescribed by the terms of 
the “  Telegraph Act, 1868,” though in form settled by Mr. F. J. 
Scudamore, acting as arbitrator on behalf of the Government, 
and Mr. A. A. Groll, the Company’s arbitrator. At the period 
when the purchase was made, this and the Electric Telegraph 
Company were the two principal companies engaged in carrying 
on the inland telegraph business of the kingdom, and besides 
being interested in a very extensive system of communication 
over which it had control, it was possessed of some special 
privileges granted by a private Act of Parliament.

From an early period in 1862 the Company adopted the use 
of adhesive stamps, and issued them to Such persons as were 
desirous of employing them.* These stamps were type-printed, 
and were all engraved and manufactured by Mesara. De La 
KBe and Co.

/ir r t  Ustur.
Date of Issue, March, 1862.

D e s i g n . — The general design consists of an upright rectangle 
on an engine-turned ground, with the name of the Company in 
full in six lines, one word in each line, in 
shaded double-lined open Boman capitals, 
surrounded by a solid frame on which 
are inscriptions, that on the upper portion 
of the frame being u n i n s u r e d  m e s s a g e , 

and that on the right i n c l u d i n g  a d 

d r e s s e s ,  both in thin block letters. In the 
lower part of the frame is the value in full,
T H R E E P E N C E , B IX P E N O K , ОГ O N E  S H IL L IN G ,

and on the left side five words, ten words,

*  The use of these adhesive stamps appears to have been considerable, 
as we find from the accounts of the Company for 1864 that a sum of 
£2169 Is. lid . is inserted as representing the amount of stamps sold to 
the public, but not yet presented or used. In subsequent accounts the 
item is dealt with differently, and the amount of stamps in suspense 
cannot be calculated ; the business transacted by the Company was, how
ever, of & very extensive nature.
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or twenty words, the inscription on the left side of the 
varying according to the valne in fall inserted in the lower portion, 
threepence representing five words, sixpence ten words, &c. 
The stamp measures 25 by 30 mm.

The. series consisted o f three vaines ; viz., threepence, sixpence, 
and one shilling, and for each of these vaines a separate die was 
prepared, and the pattern of the background modified in each 
stamp.

The impression wasson white glazed wove paper, not water
marked. The one shilling value was the first which was 
prepared, and. the earliest copies of this show that it was printed 
on a safety paper, similar to that employed for the fourpence 
adhesive postage stamp, though the blue tinge is less marked. 

The colour of the threepence was yellow-ochre, that of the 
sixpence pink, and that of the one shilling pale lilac. Each 
value was subsequently surcharged in black with consecutive 
figures. ILlaj. ^  o t */N  . ?  ■ '—toy  C 7*> ■

The gumming and the general appearance of the stamps show 
plainly the atelier from which they proceeded. Being of a size 
very nearly approaching to that of the five shillings postage 
etamp, they were in like manner perforated 15.

Secant Siane.
Date o f Issue, 1863.

D esign.—The rectangular oblong was made transverse instead 
of upright, and two new values were added. On an engine-

■
 turned groundwork is the name of

the Company in fiili in white Boman 
capitals, similar to those in the former 
issue, in five lines, the words u n i t e d  

k i n g d o m  occupying the first line. 
Below is a white tablet extending the 
whole length of the stamp, on which 

_ is inscribed in coloured block letters, 
“  This stamp will only frank messages sent on the conditions
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United Kingdom Hleotrio Telegraph Company, Limited.
—In the second issue of this company’s stamps If esem. Phil brick and 
Westoby describe a variety of the one shilling, which they consider is 
lithographed from a transfer taken from the original plate, and not 
surface-printed, as the rest of the stamps are. In support of this theory, 
they state that the variety is “ readily distinguishable from the latter 
by the blurred background, and by the paper not having the glaze upon 
it ” I have examined a specimen of the variety in question, and on 
comparing it with an early one shilling of the issne, I find that the 
stamp is printed from a re-engraved die, on which the central background 
bas been entirely altered. From its appearance I believe that this 
variety, like all the other stamps of the company, was printed by 
Messrs. De La Bue & Co., and that it is also surface-printed and not 
lithographed. The specimen in the “ Tapling Collection” is on bluish 
paper.

The perforation of the first issue stamps measures 15ţ horizontally 
and 16 vertically, while that of the second issue is just the converse.

Five" WőR OS" U№fi rises,tc4cu/ùtri&-

LJcfl Triria*' PF/vCfc"aNiHiı/fifO r«es,ßn

Ur /r ťP  KiMOOof* CtťCTU» C rt'1

Сомедл/v umutsa

lí otóul
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printed on the Companys memage form.” The other three aidée 
are enclosed in a solid frame of colour, with floriated ornaments 
in the upper comers. On the frame to the left is u n i n s u r e d ,  

and to the right x b s s a g b ,  both in white block letters, and at 
the top the valne in fall in Roman capitals, also in white.

The background is composed o f short horizontal lines, so 
arranged as to give it a wav^/appearance.*

The impression was on white glazed wove paper, not water
marked. The values and colours were as follows : threepence, 
orange-yellow ; sixpence, rose ; one shilling, mauve ; one shilling 
and sixpence, green ; and two shillings, brown. Each stamp was 
surcharged in black by machine with consecutive numbers. 
The gum was the same as before, and the perforation 15. *

W e have also seen copies of the one shilling, for which 
doubtless the demand was far greater than fer the other values, 
which are apparently lithographed from a transfer from the 
original plate. Though printed in the same colour as the type- 
printed copies, they are readily distinguishable from the latter 
by the blurred background, and by the paper not having the 
glaze upon it as in those previously described. They were 
probably manufactured by another firm than that of Messrs. 
De Ia  Rue and Co.

SYNOPSIS.

1862. Upright rectangular oblong, printed in colour on plain 
white glazed paper. Pert 16.

Threepence, yellow-och*.
Sixpence, rose.
One shilling, violet

VARIETY,

One shilling, violet, on bluish safety peper.

* The disposition of these lines varies somewhat in each vadne, but in 
such small proportions that thongh the form of the wave evidently difién, 
yet it is impossible to point out intelligibly wherein the difference actually 
consista.

z 2
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leeon i Síesue.
1863. Transverse rectangular oblong, printed' in colour on 

plain white glazed paper. Pert 16.

Threepence, orange-yellow.
Sixpence, rose.
One shilling, violet
One shilling and sixpence, green.

■ Two shillings, brown.
■ ■ . ' 'İ -

18G—(1). The same lithographed on plain white wove paper.
Pert 16. . . ....

One shilling, violet

1 (twUrfiř’ 

CttAvCj

.

6 .  T h e  U n i v e r s a l  P r i v a t e  T e l e g r a p h  C o m p a n y .
i

This Company, the head office of which was first at No. 448, 
West Strand, London, and then at No. 4, Adelaide Street, 
Strand, Mr. Lewis Cooke Hertelet being the secretary, was 
formed chiefly for the purpose of putting up private lines of 
telegraph wires and renting the use of them to their customers. 
Its operations, as may be inferred, were mainly confined to the 
larger cities and towns, as London, Liverpool, Manchester, and 
Glasgow. It was moreover the proprietor of the line of tele
graph wires between Glasgow and Helensburgh, N.B., known 
as the^estem  Highland Telegraph ; and this line was worked 
by the*Company until it was purchased by the Postmaster
General, under the provisions of the Act of 1868, for the sum 
of £184,421.

• In 1864 the Company, for the purpose of paying the charges 
f^on messages transmitted on thet line worked by it, issued three 

stampe, of the values of threepence, sixpence, and one shilling, 
the first of which we have not seen, nor is any copy of it to be 
found at the Post-office ; but it was doubtlese of the same design 
as that of the sixpence and one shilling, differing only in the 
insertion of the value. In a list at the Post-Office a fourth 
stamp of the value of ninepence is also mentioned, but we have 
been unable to obtain any other information concerning it.
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Padre ДО. The Unire real Private Telegraph Company n i incorporated 
by special Act, which received the royal aasest on June 7th, 1861, and reten 
to the Company аа haring been previously registered as a limited company, 
under the 19th and 20th viet c, 47, by the same name. It abc mentions a 
patent of Jnne 2nd, 1868, granted to Bir Choříce (then Mr.) Wheatstone for 
a universal telegraph. The capital m  /190,000, in /26 abone, and Sir 

" Charles Wheatstone one of the tirat directors. The Company appears, from 
the statements in the Act, to have been then possessed of a stationary 
engine, placed on the London and North-western Railway Company’s station 
at Camden Town, working a short line to Boston terminus ; and also to he 
storking a line of wires between Blisworth and Northampton, on the samt
rail wail way. 

Bottoiim of „ We have failed to obtain any further details of the 
шперепсе, and an still unable to state their colonia.
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Universal Private Telegraph Company.—In the description 
of these stamps I have not seen it noted that the control number on 
the fid. is in blue, while on the la it is in black. I have never corue 
across specimens of either the 3d. or 9d,

Gordon Smith shewed the only Telegraph Stamps in the room. 
British and Irish Telegraph Company, 6d. and la, control numbers in 
red and in black ; Universal Private Telegraph Company, 6d., control
number in blue (4076) ; la,_ control number in black,j»M543-4) ;

i Telecí ‘  ‘  ...........................United Kingdom Telegraph Company, 3d., yellow, an obliterated copy 
bearing no control number.
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D e s i g n .— The design consists of a white upright oval band, 
enclosed in an upright rectangular frame, composed of rusticated 
ornaments, measuring 27 by 32 mm. In the spandrels are white 
discs, with the figures 1, 8 , 6, 4. On

We are unable to state by whom they were designed and 
manufactured, but most probably in Glasgow, as they do not 
bear the impress of London workmanship.

1864. Lithographed in colour on plain white1 wove paper. 
Pert 12*.

6. The L o n d o n  D i s t r i c t  T e l e g r a p h  C o m p a n y ,  L i m i t e d . 

This Company was established in 1869, under the L im its

with telegraph service at" cheap ratea At fint the chief 
office was at НоГбв, Threadneedle Street, but was afterwards 
removed to No. 90, Cannon Street, both in the city of London. 
The first series of stamps was issued in 1862, and at that tim« 
Alfred Ogan was the secretary to the Company ; and at the date 
of the second issue, in 1865, Charles Curtoys was the secretary

? / o n e  and s h i l l i n g  as the case m a y  be, in coloured block lettera 
The impression is in colour, on/white wove unwatermarkedThe impression is in colour, on/white wove unwatermarked 

paper, . 4 o perforated 1 2 *. '/

SYNOPSIS. , ' .

Threepence, (f). 
Sixpence, brown. 
Ninepence, ( I ) .
One shilling, menve.

Liability Act, with the object of serving the London district
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and manager. Both series were designed and manufactured for 
the Company by Messrs. Truacott and Sons, of Suffolk T-sne, 
London.

An examination of the vaines shows that the standard rate 
o f charge for an ordinary message within the Metropolitan 
district was sixpence, a rate found so convenient to the public 
that by far the largest part of the telegraph business within this 
district was transacted by this Company.

Shortly after the passing of the Act of 1868 the Company 
was re-organized under the name of the “  London and Provincial 
District Telegraph Company Limited,'” with the view of extend
ing its operations to the provinces; but before this extension 
was carried into effect the undertaking was acquired by the 
Postmaster-General, and the working passed into the hands of 
the Post-office. Under its new title the Company did not make 
any issue of stampe.

.VW v v  t r v n r w t r u  и

lix»t ?unte.
Date of leene, 1862.

D e s i g n . —The series was composed of three values—three
pence, fonrpence, and sixpence—all of similar design, with the 

-exception of the figure of value. This design consists of a
large shaded figure of value, 20  mm. 
in height, with D (for pence) added, 
across which is printed in block letters, 
in two lines, “  L O N D O N  D IS T R IC T  TE LE 

G R A P H  O O M P 1. , ”  with the addition 
l i m i t e d  in Italic capitals in a  third 
line. Below is the fac-eimile signature 
a  O ğ a n ,  followed by Secretary in 
Italics. Above these inscriptions is 
“ No.,” with the distinguishing Am 

ber of the stamp filled in by a numbering machine—in red for 
the vaines of 3d. and 4<L, and in black for the 6d. Tbs whole 
is enclosed in a doable-lined upright rectangular âmme, orna
mented in the angles, and measuring 26 by 31 mm.



lu É f ï * * 1  (yibdcO Ч-+ f^Ù

(Яh

l ì t i -  I L  jL ĵ  cl [ / ^ y -  J
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Page З4З. Eighth line from bottom. We ме disposed, however, to think 

timt the set we nave distinguished as (6) —that in which the stampe are 
numbered by hand~-preceded the other set, (a), which is machine-numbered : 
and from the comparative rarity of the sete, infer that the hand-numbered 
■erica had but a brief currency. „  ;  , .

Third line from bottom. After the word "block” insert "and also m 
ordinary figures.” ,

There are two very distinct sets of figures adopted in numbering tills set— 
the one of block figures, large, bold, and legible ; the other of ordinary type 
figures, much smaller. From the numbering on the sperimene we have seen, 
it is proludile that ti» stamps last used bore the smallar figures.
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The stamps were printed by lithography in black, on coloured 
un watermarked paper, were gummed at the back, and perforated 
13.

The following is a list of the values and colours of the 
paper:

Threepence, on bright yellow coloured paper, numbered in

Fourpence, on blue coloured paper, numbered in red.
Sixpence, on vermilion-faced paper, numbered in black.

ДесопЬ ЗГutu. '
Date of Issue, 1865.

D e s i g n .— In the background is a large figure of value, and 
D shaded as in the preceding issue, across which is a solid 
tablet, inscribed in block letters m e s s a g e  

s t a m p ,  on a black ground. In a curve 
above is L o n d o n  d i s t r i c t  t e l e g r a p h , 

with c o m p a n y ,  l i m i t e d ,  within the curve.
Below c h i e f -o f f i c e — 90, c a n n o n  s t r e e t

------No.------ C H A R L E S  O C B T O Y 8 ------ S E C Y . A N D

m a n a g e r —in five lines, all in an upright 
rectangular frame, measuring 32 by 25 
mm., composed of interlacing lines, with 
solid quadrant-shaped blocks in the angles, on which are intro
duced L . D . t .  со. *

There are two sets of the stampe in this issue, which only 
consists of two values— threepence and sixpence—̂ but we are 
unable to state which of the two sets comes first in point of 
dat^ In one the paper is coloured, and the numbers are in
serted by machine, and in the other the paper is faced with 
colour, and thè numbers inserted by hand.

(a) Lithographed in black, on coloured on watermarked paper, 
perforated 114, and gummed. The numbers are inserted by 
m a c h i n e ,  in black, in small block figures.

Threepence, on yellow paper.
Sixpence, on pink paper.

f a  f  tCi <f. г-к.**

H /f'-
/i/oi.



(b) Lithographed in black, on unwatermarked paper, ftu-afl 
with colour, perforated 11$, and gummed. The numbers are 
inserted by hand in black ink.

Threepence, on paper faced with greenish blue.
" Sixpence „  „  vermilion.

These stamps continued to be used by the Company until the 
undertaking was transferred to the Postmaster-General

SYNOPSIS.
JFiret Jøøtte.

1862. Lithographed in black, on coloured paper. Perf. 13.
Threepence, on bright yellow, numbered in red.
Fourpence, on blue, numbered in red.

Printed in black, on paper faced with colour. Pert 13.
Sixpence, vermilion, numbered in black.

Arconti Joene.
1865. (a) Lithographed in black, on coloured paper.

1 1 $. Numbers inserted by machine.
Threepence, on yellow. ,
Sixpence, on pink.

(6) Lithographed in black, on paper faced with colour.
11$. Hand numbered.

Threepence, on greenish-blue.
Sixpence, on vermilion.

7. The South-Eastern R ailway Company.

Following the example of the other main lines of railway, the 
South-Eastern Railway Company had established a system of 
telegraphic communication along its lines of railway, which, 
subject to the requirements o f its own service, it allowed the 
public to use on payment of the rates of charge fixed by the 
Company's tariffi

In the year 1860 the Company opened an office near the camp 
at Aldershot, and for the convenience of the military authorities, 
who were reluctant to deal with cash payments for such small 
amounts, it provided a series of frank stamps, which though

344 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.
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South Eastern R ailw ay Com pany.—About four years ago I 
was fortunate enough to come across a few used specimens of these 
«tamps, which, as collectors of this interesting class of labels know, are 
■among the rarest of the private companies^ With the exception of one 
•copy, which was a duplicate, I passed the specimens on to the late 
Mr. T. K. Tapling, and they are now included in the National 
Collection. Çb-ПаС** • à

On referring to Mesare. Philbrick and Westohyb work, The Pottage 
and Telegraph, Stamps of Great Britain, I find it stated, at pages 346 and 
346 that only 25,000 of these stamps were ever printed. The perforation 
ôf the set is said to be “ 12,” and no mention is made of varieties in the 
control numbçra It will, I think, simplify mattéra if I first of áll 
give a list of the specimens in the collection I have mentioned.

9d., perf. 12, control number 9506 ; used "Jan . 22,”  but no year given.
9(L „  „  (pair) „  9512 к  9518 ., „

 ̂ Is. „  13 „  33,503; used 28.8.5 (05).
la  6d. „  12 „  14,471 ; used 23.1.65.
2a 3d. ,, 9 (pair) „  1040 к  1067 ; used 23.10.64 к  24.1,5 (65).

The collection also contains a damaged but unused copy of the la 
with the perforation cut off, the control number on this specimen, 
being 1249.

From the fact that a copy of the la is found numbered 33,503, it 
follows that there must have been more than 25,000 specimens printed 
in all It seems certain therefore that there were more than, the “ twc 
printings” spoken of by Messia Philbrick and Wes toby.

The perforation, as will he seen, varies from 9 to 13. The low 
control numbers on the two specimens of the 2s. 3d. valne show that 
these were early printed copies. And if the further fact is home in 
mind, that at the time these stamps were issued (Sept. 1st, 1860) 
Mr. Charles Whiting, the printer, was perforating the first adhesives of 
Prince Edward Island with a machine which gauged 9, we may feel 
certain that the stamps first issued were those with this perforation. 
Probably therefore all the six values first bore the perforation of 9; 
hut as some stamps would be more used than others, the later printings 
would not include all the values ; consequently I do not expect full 
sets existed with the other perforations. The stamps being во rare, it 
seems unlikely that collectors will ever know the exact number of 
perforations of the various values ; but when we remember the 
wonderful discoveries that have been made of late years, I do not 
look upon this case even as quite hopeless.

As regards the control numbers, there are three varieties of type. 
The three specimens of the 9d, the la with the number 1249, and 
the two copies of the 2a 3d. have the figure 4 mm. in height On the 
Is. 6d. the numerals are much larger, measuring 4ţ mm. in height ; 
while on the Is., numbered 35,033, the figures are the smallest of all, 
being only 3 mm. in height

The stamps were obliterated in pen and ink with the initials of the 
clerk who received the message, and who usually added the day of the 
month and year.
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created for this special object were equally available for tele
graphic messages over other parte of the Company’s lines.

These stamps were issued on 1st September, I860, and were 
designed and manufactured for the company by the late Mr. 
Charles Whiting.* They remained in use till the 1st February, 
1870, when the Company’s linea of telegraph* were transferred 
to the Postmaster-General under the provisions of the Act of 
1868, and the plates from which the stamps were printed were 
handed over to the Railway Company and destroyed. The use 
of these stamps was small, only two printings, amounting to
gether to 26,000 copies, having been made. *Vf ty

D e s i g n . —The design consists of the arms of the Company with 
supporters, and its motto of o n w a r d ,  on a solid upright oval 
ground, all enclosed in an oval band, in the upper part of which 
on a white ground is s o u t h  

e a s t e r n  r a i l w a y , in coloured 
Old English letters, and in the 
lower part the value in full, in 
white block letters on a solid 
coloured ground. On the solid 
ground within the inner oval 
and immediately above the arms 
is E L E C T R IC  T E L E G R A P H , and be
low p r a n k ,  in small Roman 
capitals. The whole is enclosed 
in an upright rectangular frame, 
measuring 38$ by 46$ mm.,
within which at the left upper corner is “  No.” in white shaded 
letters, and this is followed by the consecutive numbers stamped 
in black. The background within the frame is of a diaper pattem.

The sheet consisted of twenty-four stamps in four rows of six 
in each row, printed in typography on white hand-made paper, 
watermarked with the letters S. К  R. in doable-lined letters one 
above the other in the centre of each stamp.

The colour of the impression varied in the different values, 
which were all exactly similar in type with the exception of the
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Iixu.

sfc—T7

value. The stampa were gammed, and perforated 1 2 . Speci
mens are extremely rare^the copies used in 4b* service haying 
been, as in other like cases, ай  destroyed with the old telegrams 
at certain intervals, and r-the unused pţpc^. in the Qomp 
posaeesjon^was destroyed many years двое,-a

TW g p r r i^ n n “ ^ д д ш т .^  mnut- - 'l̂ nan Int
were not perforated nor numbered,

gfrinh игами
readily 

for issuer

aA- r+e*"-

ItuurUlZ.
a (rOVO.

__ x :imens of typographic art the series may be considered
tary creditable to^ho aapqfnoturor ; andjf^hp^somewhat large 
size of the stamps w not objected to, they are amongst the best 
of the private telegraph stamps.. ■

SYNOPSIS.
1st Sept., 1860. Impression on white hand-made paper, 

water-marked S . K &  Per£ 12.
Ninepence, red.
One shilling, orange-yellow.
One shilling and twopence, black. ✓
One shilling and sixpence, lilac.
Two shillings and threepence, red-brown, s 
Two shillings and ninepence, green, v

8 . Bonelli’s Electric Telegraph Compant Limited.
This Company was incorporated in the year 1861, under the 

Limited Liability Act, 1856, for the purpose of working an 
invention of Signor BonellL Its registered office was at 69, 
Lincoln’s Inô Fields, Mr. Simon Kendall being the secretary 
and solicitor to the Company.

Experimental trials of the invention were made privately, and 
with a certain amount of success, [but the Company’’ never 
arrived at the stage of transmitting messages for the public, nor 
of possessing any line of telegraphic communication. In №  
ticipation, however, of the practical success of the inventionjJthe 
Company caused a aeries of stamps to he prepared by Mesara 
Waterlow and Bona, who designed and printed them.

Design.—The design consists of a figure of Mercury with 
the Caduceus (after the famous statue by Giovanni di Bologna,
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И
^ ilt /a v -o  .Hcruilf̂  (̂ <хсЛ- <ţojjt̂  juоигел* ***/  ̂ ü y  ƒ, ,

û c /u  Л№*»ЛЛЛл)
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Pape d̂ ő. BoMKLLťe Euter ею  Таыоклрв Сомрадг. То the fint 
paragraph under this head add : On June 28th, 1861, the Company obtained 
a spedai Act of Parliament, which recited that they had been incorporated 
for the purpose of working the patent of Chevalier Gaetano Bonrili, and 
gave the Company the powers usual in such oases.

Eighth line from bottom. Expunge the words beginning “ but the Com
pany ," to the end of the sentence, and also to the word “ invention,” in the 
next line ; and in lieu read : 'And the Company established a telegraphic 
communication between Liverpool and Manchester, by which messages wen 
transmitted for the public for two years and upwards. The single rate was 
sixpence, and the tariff just half the charge made by the existing Companies ; 
so that Bonelli's Company attracted nearly all the business, and would 
doubtless have proved a permanent snoceas, had the operations been re
stricted to these two greet commercial dties.

At the end of the paragraph, before Panes, add :. These stamps were 
used on the Company's printed message-form.

r
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fo g o  3*7. Top line. For M drenler " ned “ ovei.”
Bxpunge, from the * in line 12, the entire text end foot-note on this page,

end on pege 348. to end of Synopsis j end in lien substitute :
At the time of publication we ned not been able to discover copies of the 

ninepenoe end one shilling, nor had we found the threepence of the eame 
lesne ее the other values. Further enquiries have put ns in possession of 
the complete series of the four values of the same type ; beddes which we 
bave the threepence also of tire second type, readily distinguishable from 
that of the original issue by being printed in brown.

The series of four values, which we consider the earliest, is well executed 
in lithography, transferred from an engraving on copper. The rectangular 
frame measures 26 a 82 mm. outside measurement, ana has a groundwork of 
minute wavy linea. The spaoes on each tide of the central oval are filled 

' with air ornamental chequered pattern, resembling network. The lower 
tablet bora the consecutive number, printed in small black figures by a 
type numbering-machine. The paper used was plain white wove, without 
watermark, ana the stampe were gummed, and perforated 12}.

The values and colours are as follows :
Threepence, green.
Sixpence, Hurk 

Imperforate copies of the sixpence have been seen by us.

Ninepenoe, azure blue. ■ 
One shilling, vermilion.

Tiri II.

iugular type, if if was still in existenoê  is difficult to conjecture. 
It ia nos unworthy of

186(1).
Type I.

lithographed in colour on plain white paper ; pert 12}. 
Threepence, green. 1 Ninepenoe, asun blue.
Sixpence, black. | One shilling, veraffion.

Т ш и т .
Sixpenoe, black ; imperforate.

1868(1).
Type II.

Lithographed in colour on plain white paper ; pert 13. 
Threepence, reddish-brown (shades).

hr

This type—consisting of only one value, the threepence—differs but 
slightly in design from the foregoing. The lines of the groundwork of the 
exterior frame aro straight, and not waved. The ornamental ground on 
the ride of the central ugura is composed of horizontal lines, portomi, or 
powdered with flewrt-d&lyt. The figure is placed in a circle, rather than an 
owd ; and the execution is much coarser than in the other series. The 
lower tablet is deeper, and the rize of the stamp 26 x  33} mm. The stamp 
is entirely lithographed, and was not first engraved, as the other series. 
The numbering is also by a type numbering-machine, but in much larger 
figures, printed in a full shade of rad-brown ; while the perforation, which 
does not show a dean cut, is IS.

We would refer to an article on the stampa of Bonelli’a Company, in Le 
Timbre Potto, No. 236, p. 77 (August, 1882), in which M. Moens gives some 
valuable information, roo» especially as to toe date of Trae П.

We are unable to offer any satisfactory reason for toe creation of this 
second type. Its restriction to the threepence rather indicates a temporary 
‘  “ in the supply of that value ; but why recourse was not had to the

.  uv, ш note, that while the sixpence and the threepence,
II., are fairly plentiful, the other values have recently appeared in 
snt number to predude their being classed among the “ unattainable»" 

a collection. Stwomis.
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in the Bargello at Florence) in а енюоЬг gaiter, inscribed with 
the motto n o n  u s i t a t a  n e o  t e n u i  f b r a r  p e n n a .  Above is a 
plain tablet, on which is inserted the value in full, t h r e e p e n c e , 

s i x p e n c e ,  Ac., and a similar tablet below is reserved for the 
numbering. The whole is enframed 
in a border, in which are introduced 
e l e c t r i c  on the left, b o n e l l i ’ b  on the 
top, t e l e g r a p h  on the right, and ooT. 
l i m i t e d  at the bottom, in white block 
letters.

Four values were prepared ; viz., three
pence, sixpence, ninepence, and one 
shilling,* but we ham only Ьмл »Ha.

luì i o  meft with copies of the threepence __
and sixpence.iwfuw if\u tdiÀiv* t o d,

These two values differ in the details very considerably. The 
sixpence is better executed, being lithographed from an engrav
ing on copper, while in the threepence this is not the case. The 
fiamé of the sixpence is a rectangle measuring 26 by 32 mm., 
while that of the threepence measures 26 by ЗЗД, owing to 
greater depth being given to the lower tablet. The fiamé of 
the sixpence is also composed of fine wavy lines, and the ground 
of network, while in the threepence the linee of the fiamé are 
straight, and the ground is of horizontal lines powdered with 
fleure de lye. Both are guinmed, and printed on plain white 
paper, but the sixpence is perforated lj^ n d  the threepence ГЗД. 
In the tiŠááepence the numbers are email, preceded by “ No.,” 
and inserted in black by a type numbering machine, while in 
the threepence they axe larger, and inserted in red-brown, by a 
hand machine. , .

* Our authority foT  introduđng\hese two latter values is information 
derived from the Poet-office, of which nevertheless we are inclined to 
doubt the correctness, as it seems simewhat inconsistent that, while the 
two smaller values are frequently met with, the two higher ones have not to 
our knowledge been seen, though in point of ever representing a trionetary 
value all the stampe are on a similar footing, having never been called
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The stamps are readily procurable, having never been em
ployed for telegraph purposes, and having consequently never 
been used or destroyed.

186-.
SYNOPSIS.

Lithographed in ćolour on plain white paper. • / i  / r
Threepence, wxbHgh-brpwn (shades). dW . tft'
Sixpence, black.

,, ,, Unperforated (variety).
Ninepence  ̂ A-ý—Гг/х
One ehiljing g) nye »

' • J-.Í Г-•hř* ■  Ğu 1 Я  I  JlŞ—i
No other designs or proofs for stamps issued by any Private 

Telegraph Company, save those above mentioned, have come 
under our notice, except that we have seen proofs of the stamps 
of The Submarine Telegraph Company struck off in black on 
white enamelled card by Messrs. De La Bue and Co. according— 
to thoif usual piauticE. ил .

Bonelli’s  Electric Telegraph Co.. « Ltd.—The stampe of the 
first issue are uniformly given aa perforated 12$ in Mona J. B. Moens’ 
last edition of hie Catalogue, while the 3d. of the second issue is said to 
be perforated 13. 1 find on measuring the specimens in the “ Tapling 
Collection ” that the perforations gauge as follows :

1861. 3d., 12$, 18.
6d,, 12, 12$.
9d., 12$, 13. 
la ,  12$.

1868. 3d., 12$.
I have little doubt that this list can etili be added to.
Universal Private Telegraph Company.—In the description 

of these stampe I have not seen it noted that the control number on 
the 6d. is in blue, while on the Is. it is in black. I have never come 
across specimens of either the 3d. or 9d.
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TO TUB BDITOB OP THB TIMES.
-Tbc pink paper «applied within the leat few 
l* telegrama U of a most fimij and objeetion- 
•buaeter, and extremely liable to tear, 
m in the habit of receiving a large number of 

- — daily, and many of these form the basis of 
coc tracts. It is therefore of тегу great ha
that telegrams should be neeived in sneh a 
as to be available for keeping without fear 
tion. Por the reason named we diali be 

ll*d to see a change of paper of » nitích bettor 
«ben the next supply of telegraph papers is

Ь>те no doubt that many ot  year naders will 
*itb this view of the metter.

We i n , dir, yours obediently,
A PIKK OP LONDON BSTATE AGENTS.
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A Pariiament«гг peper m  issued yeaten 
containing the following memorandum «n k  
tory of tbe relatione entered into with Q « L  
Holland, Belgium, and France as regarde 
working of tbe submarine telegraph caUes 
those conntriee

On the transfer of the telegraphs to the But. 
1870, tbe Post Ofiee became possessed of tbs a 
known es “  Renter’s cable ”  between Ragland 
Germany, and two cables between EorUnd 
Hollend previously the property of the Electric 
International Telegraph Company. The саЫм 
te een England and Belgium, and between EnglandVm . « «  --------1- - -a ---------.1 4L. о- ı -  T  " İ

f tţ Cr. LPm f  ÍL» fi  Л Í  G n

* * * * * *  «  I t i
*£) «v»», t> P ø -Р

« ЬЛЛк

Prance, remained the property of the Submarine Tel 
grapb Company.

Under en agreement scheduled to the Telegraph ic 
1868. it wee arranged that tbe whole of the cabl 
should be worked end maintained by the 8ubmtHi 
Telegraph Company, and that the .and Hesa ta со 
neliön with the cables should bo maintained by t! 
Poet Office. The agreement provided that the cat 
ings from the cables, after certain deductions for mai 
tonance and working, should bo divided between tl 
Poet Office end the company in tbe proportion s 
forth.

The arrangements thus entered into were to Is 
until the aspiration of tbe concernions granted I

mutoal convenience the arrangements with tbe cosai 
pany have bun extended to the 31st inat. I

In 1884 it became nee emery entirely to renew ool 
of the cables to Holland, and partially to renew tbl 
other. This wee work not coming within the detail 
tion of maintenance, end under the agreement it baJ 
to be undertaken by tbe Poet Office. An espandi tori 
of £45,000 was authorized for the purpose by tbl 
Government of the day. 9

Since 1873 G rut Britain bee been a parta to the Ia| 
tarnation* 1 Telegraph Convention, which regulatei 
the international relations between States wbicl 
possess internal telegraph systems. 9

In the ease of all the Continental European Statesi 
there Is a direct Interchange of telegraphic comi 
Spondenee between neighboaring State«, sad the del 
sire naturally arose that there thon Id be direct trai si 
mission of telegrams between England and bet маме 
neighbours without the intermediary of a private eu  
pany. Re presentations to the same effect were re 
ceived by the Poet Office from Chambers of Commet*

"OOP«
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P O S T -O F F IC E  T E L E G R A P H S .

In July, 1868, the Legislature passed the Act already referred 
to enabling the Postmaster-General to acquire and work electric 
.telegraphs in connection with the administration o f the Post-office.

The leading provisions of the Act authorized the Postmaster
General to acquire the undertakings o f the companies or persons 
engaged in transmitting messages for money by electric or other 
telegraphs, or mechanical agencies, within the United Kingdom, 
vesting them in the Post-office Department, and establishing a 
uniform rate of charge for messages throughout the kingdom.

The vast social and commercial importance of this means o f ( 
communication seemed to justify the step in one point of view, 
while the estimates both of the cost to the country and the 
revenue likely to be realized appeared to ehow that the plan 
would prove a financial success. The fact also that the Govern- , 
ment could protect itself by creating a monopoly was-oohoá-in aid 
by the promoters of the movement.

A  further A ct was passed in 1869, conferring on the Post
master-General the exclusive right of conveying public telegraphic 
messages, and a monopoly was established in favour of the Post
office in regard to such messages similar to that enjoyed by it in 
regard to letters.* .

* On referring to the Act of 18в9 it will be seen that the definitimi of 
“ telegraph” is extremely wide, and so extensive that it has sseeatly- 
been held to cover the telephone, and to confer on the Postmaster-General 
the sok privilege of publicly using this invention, which was not even 
discovered at the time that the Act was passed ; but inasmuch as the 
telephone transmits ттет-дпа "T communications by Ihs-åastmMsatality 

~of electric signals, it bsa hien held ta falljwithin the language employed 
by the Legislature.
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A Parliament paper tr*» issued yesteJ 
containingthe following memorandum *хвьЗ 
tory of the relation* entered into with GsnnJ 
Holland, Belgium, and Frane* aa rem ^ l 
working of the submarine telegraph cablu 
those countries :—

On the transfer of the telegraphs to the Stst, 
1870, the Post Office became post «ned of «hai»! 
known as “  Kenter’* cable ”  between в~»1.«л 
Germany, sud two cable* between EngUad 
Holland previously the property of the Electric 
International Telegraph Company. The cables 
tween England and Belgium, and between England

f (j caAp»  f f

*~if- Inni m» /  Î  t~V • t ьлл*. 
t  « td  .

the international relationa between States el 
posses* internal telegraph systems.

In tbe esse of all the Continental European Sts 
there Is a direct Interchange of telegraphic «
ipondenee between neighl 
sir« natural ly arose that t] ild be direct
mission of telegram* between England and her nein 
neighbours without the intermediary of a privite ea 
рапу. Representations to the same effect wen 
ceived by the Poet Office from Chambers of Commi 
and other bodies in tbe United Kingdom.

It was obvious that tbe eesration of th* mcM  
of the private company might he expected to rida i 
suit* beneficial not only to tbe revenue of the contri 
concerned, bat also to the interest* of the padie, i 
intermediate stage of tranwnimios would be dispsM 
with, the rapidity of eommamlcation would be ii 
proved, and an appreciable reduction in tbs tu 
made possible.

Accordingly negotiations were entered into «itti 
German, Dutch, Belgian, and French Governas* 
and agreements, which will be presented in d 
conns, have been concluded.

With th* Preneh and Belgian Government* мал 
tiens bave been concluded for ths purchase, st i 
}olnt expense of the respective countries, ot t 
cable* of the Submarine Telegraph Company.

In the ease of Holland a half-share in tbn tj 
cable* connecting that country with Great Mtsi 
which at present belong bo the Post Offici, *  
be purchased by the Netherlands Government..

Company has been purchased by the German Oos^^H 
ment, and the cable between Lowestoft and NdÉMHMP 
formerly known as "  Reuter’s cable," will remain 
the property of this country.

A joint interest will thus be crested in the cables, 
and they will be maintained at the joint expense.

Rach oountry will provide, maintain, and work its 
own land lines in connexion with the cables, and any 
additional babies required to meet the increase 
of trame are to be laid at tbe joint expense of the 
countries concerned. '

The charges for telegrams, which are at present 3d. 
per word to Germany sod Holland, 2}d. to France, and 
id. to Belgium, will be fixed uniformly at 2d. per 
word, with a minimum of lOd. for a message.

Direct wires will be established between Liverpool 
and Hamborg and between Liverpool and Havre, and 
various srrsbgements are being concerted with the 
Continental telegraph administrations with the object 

'  * the working of the wires sud increasingof improvise the working of the wi__ 
the speed o f  transmission of messages.

March 19, 1889. Н аяат CaciL Ba i  а  и
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P O S T -O F F IC E  T E L E G R A P H S

In July, 1868, the Legislature passed the Act already referred 
to enabling the Postmaster-General to acquire and work electric 
.telegraphs in connection with the administration of the Post-office.

The leading provisions of the Act authorized the Postmaster
General to acquire the undertakings o f the companies or persons 
engaged in transmitting messages for money by electric or other 
telegraphs, or mechanical agencies, within the United Kingdom, 
vesting them in the Post-office Department, and establishing a 
uniform rate of charge for messages throughout the kingdom.

The vast social and commercial importance of this means of t 
communication seemed to justify the step in one point of view, 
while the estimates both of the cost to the country and the 
revenue likely to be realized appeared to show that the plan 
would prove a financial success. The fact also that the Govern- , 
ment could protect itself by creating a monopoly was enllod in aid itbO riC eøC  
by the promoters of the movement.

A  further Act was passed in 1869, conferring on the Post
master-General the exclusive right of conveying public telegraphic 
messages, and a monopoly was established in favour of the Post
office in regard to such messages similar to that enjoyed by it in 
regard to letters.* .

* On referring to the Act of 1869 it will be seen that the definition of 
“ telegraph’’ is extremely wide, and so extensive that it has měnily. 
been held to oover the telephone, and to confer on the Postmaster-General 
the sole privilege of publicly using this invention, which was not even 
discovered at the time that the Act was passed ; but inasmuch as the 
telephone transmits mi— gn communications by lb» iauli iiinislalilj

-ef electric signals, it has-be— ЬеЫ te fall̂  within the language employed 
by the Legislature.



The anticipations expressed as to the cost o f acquisition of 
the telegraph system were not verified by the result ; for, chiefly 
owing to the large sums awarded -to the various railway com- . 
panies by way of compensation for their telegraphic lines, the 
total price paid far exceeded the estimate, while it was necessary 
immediately to spend large sums on the improvement of the 
service ; and for some years the revenue derived from the 
working was far less than had been aspect« !?* ДАе (L e d o  d ,

Since, however, the working has been in the hands of the 
Post-office, and one control has been substituted, the service, 
both as regards the em ployes and the telegraphic apparatus, is far 
more efficiently performed. Above all, the public now enjoys 
the benefit of a uniform rate of charge, which will doubtless in 
time be reduced, as there is no desire on the part of the authori
ties to continue the present rate any longer than is absolutely 
necessary in a financial point o f view. '

3 5 0  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

* According to official returns recently issued, the receipts of the 
telegraph service during the year ended March 81, 1880, were £1,469,795, 
and the working expenses £1,115,765, of which sum £12,100 was a con
tribution to a depreciation fund to replace submerged cables, leaving a 
balance of profit of £854,030, equal to 3*36 per cent on the capital of 
£10,529,677.
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ТИК ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.
THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S EPIGRAM.

* second manual dinner o f the Institution o f Electrical w
I lut evening at the Criterion Restaurant.; Dr. John. Hoptonaoa, 
i, president, in the chain The principal guest was the Postmaster- 

Mr. Raikes, in returning thanks for the toast o f "  Her Majesty’s
V’ SÇ?llcÍDg ° f  Ç^P^sa o f electricity, said Not only may
1 to ms business in the morning by electricity, not only may he
nânnfartrtrv rnnrbwitjJI k »  k..* k .  —__lí  It—_- a í . : ad van-

• -

n ty

-  '—   UJÍ vtnnuiViiy. UUI VU1Y 1
»manufactory conducted by electricity, but he may have tne 

I «  having his tooth taken «rut by electricity i f  he has 
s of that kind. It is impassible to forecast the enormous 

t this particular branch* o f science. You seem to base 
Ives the attributes o f the whole e f that Pantheon^

01 those influences which in ancient days were «*г 
nate our sublunary life. But if I had to single out among amme 
gıcal deities any one which might seem more appropriately to be 
?n or patroness o f your scienee, I would say that you seem to “  

s borrowed ш a special degree the attributes o f that goddess w ho 
tber—probably thoae o f  os who Mill retain the rudimentary fi-----

■

school tram mg—adapted a threefold name aad a threefold aspect. If 
1 permit me, I will conclude with those two lines with which oar 

f grammar has made us familiar:—
Teiret, lustrat, agit Proserpina, Luna, Dianie,
Ima, suprema, fetas, sceptro, fulgore, sagi rta.

I thought I  ought perhaps venture to strisw 
Per this little paraphrase o f those lines

a
 Out threefold goddess, with her magic spells ' . .
turns storan, enlightens, and impels: 
nie hangs the pMe Exchange opon her string* •

Her tea» chea» cities, and her touch gires wings. 1
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The result was that the north end became the generally 
position, and was beyond question the true liturgical use 
Church o f England, formed as most uses were formed,'not by e 
but,, as the word itself implied, by use. At -this point th 
in Such illustrations as this , court was able to command < 
use. A  large section o f  the Church strenuously argued against 
end, even' when sanctioned and widely adopted, as not fulfilling 
ditions o f the north side. The Church authorities.at the Saväy Con 
favoured the eastward position, and put the fact on г#^1Й.*>ТЙРо 
never afterwards, so far as known, required the north end to 
except once. There were illustrations o f the fact that the 

■ position o f the celebrant was no unfamiliar one. The court conclu 
the term north side was introduced into the nibric and the 
meet doubts which had arisen owing to a general change in the роя 
the holy table. It was at that time perfectly distibct and definite 
application. About eighty years after.the first publication in the 
a seeond general change was made, under authority, in the positio^ 
tables, which were now moved to the east end. This change * 
north-side direction impossible o f fulfilment in the sense originally 
The new interpretation or usage commonly adopted was not 
by any statute or authoritative direction. So far as thé information 
the court extended, the còurt was o f opinion that a certain liberty 
application o f the term existed, a liberty exercised hot without i— 
tion ; this liberty was less and less exercised for a long time, but 
appear to be lost by that fact ór taken away. J ibe court was  ̂
to state that none o f the alternative positions which had been mco
adopted by different authorities in accommodating this rubric to the 

' “  the hoţjr table convoyed any ' '
I t  w as necessary. "  ̂
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THE COST OF THE TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
A Treasury return issued, this morning ahow» that tbe totali 
the Post Office Telegraph Service in the year 1Ş83 amopi 

,526,312, the toUl expenditure having been £166^62 то п  
it amount. The total balance o f expenditure over receipts sii
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SECTION L

TELEGRAPH MESSAGE FORMS.
S ел Ct9c-)

T he first result of the acquisition of the Inland Telegraph 
system by the Post-office was the establishment o f a uniform rate 
of charge for all inland messages, irrespective of distance. After 
considerable discussion in Parliament this was fixed at one 
shilling for every message not exceeding twenty words, exclusive 
o f the addresses of the sender and receiver, which were to be 
transmitted free. When the message exceeded twenty words 
the charge was to be increased 3d. for every additional five 
words, so that for thirty words the charge was Is, fid. ; for fifty 
words, 2s. 6d., and so on.

Prior to the transfer of the system to the Post-office all the 
principal companies furnished the public gratuitously with blank 
forms for the reception o f the messages, and the charges on the 
transmission were paid either in cash or by stamps o f the for
warding company, where such had been issued by it  The 
public therefore had -become accustomed to the иве of these 
message forms when the Post-office commenced to work the 
telegraph system which it had acquired, and similar forme 
drawn up in conformity with the altered circumstances were 
consequently adopted by i t  The forme were printed on 
a sheet o f white wove unwatermarked paper/measuring about 
11J by 8 f inches, or 28 by 22 centimètres, 4nd the space for 
the message was ruled with ten horizontal and five vertical lines, 
so as to admit o f a message of fifty words. Above were spaces 
for the names and addresses o f the sender and receiver, the
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upper portion o f the sheet being occupied by the service 
indications, j.

" 1869-70. On the form 1 я впи1 ifl “  ТпЬиЯ
A  1," a space was left blank in the upper right comer where 
the ordinary dated embossed envelope stamp o f one shilling^/was"" 
struck, sufficient space being left below the stamp for affixing 
adhesive postage stampe representing any extra chargee for 
transmission, porterage, &c. These forms were supplied to the 
public at the price of the stamp only.

Below the space ruled to receive the message was the direction 
that “ when the message is in excess of fifty words the addi
tional words may be written on ordinary paper, attached to the 
message form by pin, or wafer, or gum.”

At the back was printed a notice to the public, setting out 
the rates of charges and the regulations as to porterage and 
delivery. Two blank forme were also subjoined to be filled up 
by the sender, in case he desired either that the telegram ehould 
be delivered by the local post from the terminal office of the 
Post-office, or 4>heuld be forwarded by special means, in which 
case it was necessary to deposit a sum sufficient to defray the 
extra charge.

A similar form, dósig in  tod"“  Fewwwied Inland Уони A,” but
without the stamp embossed thereon, was supplied gratis to the 
public, the charges for transmission o f the message being in this 

. > case wholly defrayed by affixing on the form the ordinary adhe
sive postage stamps to the requisite amount. This was the mode 
usually adopted, as the risk of spoiling a stamped form was 
thereby avoided. As has been previously noticed (page 132), 
it was to this cause that the rapid consumption of the adhesive 
pee tage stamps of one shilling at that period is to be attributed.

. 1871. About the month o f October, 1871,fa^Eght change
was made in the form. The blank forms of request on the 
back of the “ Forwarded Inland Fawn11A 1,” just described, 
were transferred to the front, and introduced in parallel columns 
below the space for the meşeciğe, which was reduced in depth 
and ruled to receive forty words. A  slight addition, relative to the

StyiaM.

1 Virut (MK*, ftsžt- í'Cí 'S t f*  Afri ^
*w ; a  '  i  ' f i  i :  i w .  (v * — ,, *  »

<ju4t E* ^  A !• İ
i  /fc-ч .
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' w ü t  /о

cancellation of the stamps, was made to the notice in the space 
below the embossed stamp, and the instructions for the tilling 
up of the forms of request at the foot were somewhat modified.
The notice to the public at the back was divided into thirteen 
paragraphs, consecutively numbered, but the form in other 
respects was essentially the same as that first issued. This form 
was designated "Чш  warded Inland- Form A,” and was of ţbe 
same size as that first described..

'l/ 187Í. In May, 187$ Smother change was made, the principal
f difference consisting of the suppression of the “ notice ta the 

public " at the back, which was left entirely blank. The form, 
like that last described, was ruled to receive a message of forty 
words, and three paragraphs of directions were inserted at the 
foot, superseding the blank forms of request introduced into the .
preceding form. The size of the sheet remained the same, as 
also the paper, but the position of the embossed stamp was 
altered, tho instructions being printed above the stamp instead 
of below, as in the two preceding forms. This form bore the 
letter “ A " on it in the left upper comer without any other 
designation.

The whole of these three forms were printed and supplied by 
Messrs. Millington and Hutton, wholesale stationem, London, ^  ^
whose imprint appears at the foot of the aaoond-aAd third 
variety» to the right of the front lower margiq^ In the lattai n
it is uso found in German text letters in the centre of the 
lower margin, —j+ь и -м п Г ..ьт ;и д й  *aa*a t . áV-fa 'A
daaetiplíullUB utotionut». —- r  —» «ţ

1874. In 1874 a smaller form was adopted, much less cum
brous than the preceding, and measuring 8| by 5| inches, or 22 
by 1Ц  centimètres, being ruled for thirty words only, and 
designated as A  1. in the left upper comer. The whole of 
the directions were removed to the back j on the front, the 

. office indications were simplified, and the space at the right 
upper comer left entirely free for the stamp. The impression 
was on paper similar to the former issues, and the name of the 
printers, “  Messrs. Millington and Hutton, London,” was inserted 

• 2 a
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аЙ^ел rilM 
fe-lCut.

in the eight-lower margin o f the front, and the right lower 
margin of' the reverse, in Italics.

The stamping of all theee forme with the embossing postage 
die o f one shilling was done at Somerset House by the Inland 
Revenue Department. The forms were sold to the public aitboc. 
singly nt'tho facial vtjUie'o f  the 'stamp, «и- made up into books 
o f .twenty, an(f*perfbrated along the left margin to render their 
severance easy. Interleaved books, furnished with a sheet of 
carbonic, paper for taking off copies of the message, were also 
supplied at an extra charge o f twopence.

As noticed previously under the head o f “ envelopes,” the 
dies were used without reference to their index numbers, of 
which these forms afford a remarkable proof. Thus we find 
Die 7 in use in December, 1869 ; Die Jřd. 5 in 1871 j and 
Die 2 in May, 1873.

187$T WTum-ihft novtffanno n^t.bft iu-мпЫа «if lb* postal and 
telegraph porr ioco wan rrnide in 1876,^ special embossing stamp 
6f the value of one.støilling was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue 
and Co. for the telegraph message forms.

The design consists o f the head of the Queen taken from the 
die executed by Mr. W . W yon, on a solid 
ground, enclosed in a circular border, 
measuring 1 ^  inch, or 27^ mm. in 
diameter. Round the inner circle is a 
row of pearls, and on the border an engine- 
turned pattern, on which ie introduced 
TEbE GflXffee in the upper part and o n e  

s h i l l i n g  below, in sunken block letters. 
Between each word are small circles in which the date plugs are 
inserted.

The impression was in green, on forms similar to those last 
described, and designated officially as A  1, form A  being exactly 
similar, but without the stamp, and supplied to the public free, 
of charge. Form A  1 was to be purchased/Snglyewjn books 
of twenty each, interleaved and furnished with a street of car
bonic paper, for twopence above the facial value oî/bhe stampa

(лЛ
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Poor *5̂ . The paragraph commencing “ 1876 ” «honid be altered to ned : 
“ Probably in preparation for the severance,” Ac.; and the vorde “ vas 
made,” in the next Sue, expunged.

At the end of the sentence add : This die waa pat into пае in September, 
1875, ш appears by varion« dated specimens before ns ; bot ve do not think 
that impressions vere issued for pubhe use táO 1876. Jk

... A

!
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Pag1« d£A Line 2. Dele “  s ” in “  eons.”
From information subsequently derived, it seems both the firms named 

printed these forms, and the fact is clear that they vere used con cu rren tly  
at Somerset House, as is evidenced by sperimene of each maker being fonna 
bearing stamps with identical date-marks.

Line 13 from bottom. The sentence beginning “ Stamped forms A l” 
must be expunged, the stamped form on Lúd paper never having been 
issued for use by the public, the supply of the type current, when we wrote, 
proving sufficient.
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OBITUARY.

Geobob M’Cokquodale, head of the gnat 
Government printing establishment, died 

øføtce, The Gladys, in the Isle of Anglesey, 
Jilt úst. He was bom in 1817, and married 
ţbter of Hr. F. Honan,of Cork, and secondly, 
jpOy, daughter of the Ber. T. Sanderson. He 

Liverpool Volunteer force on its foundation 
„tiring in 1368 as bon. lieutenant-colonel. He 
pğvo printing establishments in London, 
; leeds, Glasgow, and Newtco-le-Willows. 
dto for many years one of the trustees for 
's Railway Guide. He was a D.L. and J.P. 
mhire, and a J.P. for Anglesey, and bad 
sheriff for both counties. He unsuccessfully 
the Newton division of Lancashire in 1885 as 

I, but in the following year, being unable to 
Gladstone's Home Hule policy, be joined 

etpsrty.



of partie* that, for the sake of „  
describe the members returned u ţ 
I Separatiste, dwing as Unionists all 
the Unionist Government and as 84 
who opposa tt. For the Iridi parti 
we ratais the names of Parnellifo, 
Parnsllites. The figures within pang 
the registered electors of each « 
Members who sat in the last Pariim 
languished by an asterisk

ENGLAND (METROPOLU 
WANDSWORTH (17,075)

•Kfabsr, H. 07.) ............
Mayhew, SL (S .)... ...

£  ::

Painajat Majority 
«  1888.O. nop.
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These forms were furnished by Messrs. Millington and Hutton.
' At a subsequent perioďMessrs. James Tniscott and Son^, London, „ 
became the contractors for the supply, as appears by their name
introduced into the left lower margin of the front of the sheet. 
The size of the form was slightly diminished, measuring about 
8g by 5| inches, but in other respects it remained the same.

In January, 1881, an alteration was made by the addition at 
the foot o f the front o f a “ N o t i c e  t o  t h e  s e n d e r  o f  t h i s

' J «

T e l e g r a m . This Telegram will be accepted for transmission 
eub,,ict to the Regulations made pursuant to the 15th Section 
o f the Telegraph Act, 1868, and to the Notice printed « в  the 
back hereof.” This latter Notice was divided into seven separate 
paragrapha The unstamped form is designated A, and the 
stamped form A 1. This form was of the same size as the 
preceding, and was printed by Messrs. James Truscott and Son^, 
whose name appears in the lower margin of the front to the 
right. The whole of the forms printed by Messrs. Truscott agd

* 4

Son^ were on thin white wove unwatermarked papen^y-6x^§! J, J  
In June, 1881, Messrs. Harrison and Sons became Ifm^com

tractors for the printing. The formula as printed by them is
the same- as that last described, but the type is larger, and 
the paper, which is laid, is much whiter and of a superior
quality to that previously em ployed.// Stamped forms A  1 on______  e ______  t*^*AJUjkf6y
this paper wiU-be issued to the public so soon as the stock o f* * .* u * l  iW /t^ /

ù* AvkniiofAyt anil ma kana aanaannanUn l'athe former printing ia exhausted, and wo have oonseqnently 
ňwIudiAI thfifr li»* This form measures
8| by 5J inches.

SYNOPSIS.

1. Forms with embossed postage stamp of one shilling in 
green, on thin white wove unwatermarked paper.

(o) December, 1889. Form A l, Size, 11J by 8f inches.
(6) October, 1871. Form A. Size, 11J by 8| inches ; with thirteen 

paragraphs of instructions on the back.
(e) May, 1873. Form A. Size, H i  by 8{ inches ; with instructions 

on front.
(d) 1874. Form Al. Size, 8J by 5| inches.

2  a  2 v
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2. Fonn with embossed telegraph stamp o f one shilling in 
green, on thin white wove tin watermarked paper.

Aa) Msy> 1874- S~ J Form A l. Size, 8| by 6J inches.
'  (6) / Form A l. Size, 8 i by 64, inches. it

У 44-J*nnery, 1881.— Form A l. Sün, Qj by 6j teebee ţ with “ У otic« tcu
• rninrirr" nn fnrnfr-

^  i* * * -  řV S /o jL /
3. Form with embossed .telegraph stamp of one shilling in 

%n *a > °n _Ä » » fr Jm rf f  -
1 Jane, 1881. Form A I. size, M by-'&J inches ; with ̂  Neţi w to zoadat^’ 

■s ia the k st^ reoedingK^naJ"

Page Д56.̂  J^Alter the date to January, 1876. - ?
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SECTION IL

POSTAL TELEGRAPH CARDS.

A  d e sk s  having been manifested for the supply o f a telegraph 
menage form which persons could conveniently carry about with 
them, and in the event o f being unable or unwilling to send the 
message to a telegraph office might deposit it in the nearest letter
box, a card was prepared and issued, early in 1872, on the back 
of which was printed a notice to the effect, that i f  the card was' 
deposited in a poet-box for the reception o f lettere, it would be’ 
carried at the next clearance to a telegraph office, and the mes
sage inscribed on the card wonld be duly transmitted bý 
telegraph from thence to the address designated. - v

D e s i g n .— In the le ft upper corner was struck the embossed! 
envelope stamp o f one shilling in green, and -» /th e  only 
instance of a stamp being officially placed in that position by 
the British  Post-office. On the front o f the card, to the right 
o f the stamp, were the words “ From” and “ To,” with spaces 
and lines for the addresses.

The card was stout white, 60 to the inch, measuring 4 f by 
ЗДг inches, or 120 by 78 mm., and was ruled for the reception 
of a message of twenty words, four words in each lin o; and 
in a line immediately above the space for the message were 
the following instructions : “  One word only should be written 
in each space from left to right across the card,”  while below is 
a note as to special directions for forwarding the message. On 
the back of the card was p o s t a l  t e l e g r a p h  c a r d , in large 
letters, followed by “  For Inland Telegrams only," the fint two 
words being separated from the last two by the Royal Arms 
with supporters. Below was a notice to the public in four 
closely-printed paragraphs, and a recommendation to insert the 
date and hour o f posting in blanks left for the purpose.

TTi«-* i -у

i



Two Tariøtiee o f this caid are found, due to different settings 
up of the type.

(a ) In the first, prepared in January, 1872, and issued to the 
public on 1st April, 1872, the Royal Arms at the back measure 
22 mm. along the base, and the place where the etamp is em
bossed on the front is marked out on the reverse side by two 
lines at right angles to each other, apparently as an indication

. where the office stamp should be struck. Copies have been 
itr ir t а ing a cupioaa typographical mior in the first word of

/ t h e  line o f instructions immediately above the space ruled for 
the message. The “  e ” in “  One ” ц  n l^ o r , making
the-wcsd readj as “ O nn"jm nrrnr vrhinh ""was corrected as soon 
as it was discovered, <wnrr«I while the impression
was being printed ofi^ specimens with the error are in conse
quence very rare. .

(b ) The second impression, though prepared in February, 
1872, doee not appear to have been issued to the public till 
August, 1874, and is readily distinguishable from the first im
pression, as the card is rather thinner and whiter, and measures 
nearly 2 mm. less in depth. On the reverse side, the Royal Arms 
measure along the base 25 mm., and the whole o f the inscrip
tions are in larger type, though the composition is the same as 
in the previous impression. The two lines ţnarking the place 
of the stamp at the back are -wanting, ovw x-v/eì).

The demand appears to have been but small, and after the 
stock manufactured in January and February, 1872, had become 
exhausted, no more were printed. They were removed from the 
list of stamps sold at the Post-offices some years since, and have- 
pnt. prnnimhlo at any o f ihn offices for a b nig ttiiin-pnnt. 
Specimens consequently eSaXecornwg- scarce.

• SYNOPSIS.
Telegraph cards with embossed envelope stamp o f one shilling 

in green, on white card.
(а) let April, 1872. Arms measuring 22 mm. ^

variety.
Same, with “ One "  on face reading “ Ono.”

(б) August, 1874. Arms measuring 25 mm.
Л *

3 5 8  p o s t a g e  a n d  t e l e g r a p h  s t a m p s  o f  g r e a t  Br it a in .

ƒ
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SECTION IIL

%
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ADHESIVE TELEGRAPH STAMPS.

In 1875, (£s has heen previously seated, the great desirability o f ■ 
separating the accounts of the telegraph1 arid4poataP services Jso 
as to judge of the receipts derived from each resffectivelyţ tras 
so strongly urged on the Government thatlit was determined 
adopt a special set o f stamps for the telegraph service, and-' no 
longer to admit thé payment of the chargee on telegraphic 
messages to be made by the medium o f posWge stampa.

Instructions were in coneequence given to Messrs. De La Bue 
and Co. to prepare designs o f telegraph stamps of the values, of 
one penny, threepence, one shilling, and five shillings, to be 
executed on the typographic, system, similar to that then em-, 
ployed by them for the postage stamps, and to be printed by, 
them on paper supplied by the Inland Revenue Department., 
The values ordered at the time we refer to were afterwards 
supplemented by others o f the values of fourpence, sixpence, 
three shillings, ten shillings, one pound, five pounds, and one 
halfpenny, so that the entire series as in actual use at the 
present timo consisteJof :

1. The One Penny
2. T he Threepence
3. T he One Shilling
4. The Five Shillings
5. The Fourpence
6 . The Sixpence
7. The Three Shillings
8 . The Ten Shillings
9. The One Pound

10. The Five Pounds
11. The One Halfpenny

issued 1st February, 1876.

99 m 99

1st March, 1877.

1st April, 1880.
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Before proceeding to examine each o f these stamps seriatim , we 
shall be enabled to avoid much unnecessary repetition if we com
mence by noticing some features which are common to the stamps 
o f the two services— the telegraph and the postal— and others 
which are peculiar to the telegraph stamps among themselves.

D esign.— In point of general design they resemble those of 
the postal service, insomuch as that they both uniformly bear 
a diademed portrait in profile of the Queen to the le ft; but 
they differ in one unmistakeable particular— that the exterior 
form of the stamp is that of a transverse rectangular oblong, 
and not an upright one. In the ornamentation o f the frame
work enclosing the head there is a general identity o f style and 
that peculiar sameness of effect which «U in e  inspiration^ of 
Mr. Owen Jones, alike dinplay, д Ь ether tf?ay may 
■frirrmry nr htm  hmm filtered through the medium of the 
designer of Messrs. De La Rue and Co.’s establishment

P l a t e .— The plates are constructed in a similar manner to 
those for the postage stamps (p. 103), except with eome modifi
cations consequent on the difference of the shape o f the two 
series, which will be noticed under each head, and a similar 
conventional division o f the sheets into Postoffice sheets is 
adopted in the case of these stamps.

L i t t e r i n g .— Letters throughout all the stampe o f the tele
graph service are inserted into the lower angles only, the first 
letter indicating the place o f the stamp in the vertical row, and 
the second its place in the horizontal row.

J ^ atk Numbers.— Prior to the commencement o f the present" 
yearthe actual number of the plate, and also the official number, 
were introduced into the upper and lower margins of the sheet, 
the plate number occupying the right, and the official number 
the left corners o f the upper margin, the position o f the two 
being reversed in the lower one. These numbers were inserted 
in the same manner as in the postage stamps (p. 105).

P a p e r .— I n  a l l  t h e  v a l u e s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  o n e  

h a l f p e n n y ,  t h e  o n e  p e n n y ,  a n d  t h e  o n e  p o u n d ,  w h e r e  a  c o r r e s 

p o n d i n g  v a l u e  i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  p o s t a g e  s e r i e s ,  t h e  p a p e r  e m p l o y e d



_



Page 361, Lim в. Por “ present year ” read “  year 1880.”
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is the same as that on which the postage stamps of corresponding 
values are printed, the shape of the stamps causing the pane to 
be sideways as compared with the latter. Thus the threepence, 
sixpence, and one shilling telegraph stamps were printed on the 
postage stamp paper, watermarked with the “ spray of rose,” 
until the commencement of the present year^when that water
marked with “  Crown, 1880,“  was substituted. The fourpence 
telegraph stamp as-aţill (June, 1881). printed on the postage 
stamp paper watermarked with the “ large garter," but that 
watermarked with the “ Crown, 1880,“  will doubtless ~be 
substituted as soon aa the stock in hand exhausted. The 
five shillings and the ten shillings are printed on the postage 
stamp paper watermarked with the “  Maltese-cross.” The three 
shillings telegraph stamp, o f the same size as the threepence, 
sixpence, and one shilling, is printed on the postage stamp 
paper watermarked with the “ spray o f rose," but when the 
stock in hand is exhausted will doubtless make ita appearance 
on that watermarked with “ Crown, 1880.” The one halfpenny, 
one penny, one pound, and five pounds are all printed on a 
paper watermarked with “ shamrock,”  specially introduced for 
the one penny, as .yilHiCaotioed hereafter.

Where the paper and the impression of the stamps o f the two 
services are common to each other, it may seem to be somewhat 
anomalous that the changes adopted in the stamps of one service 
are not carried out immediately in those o f the other. But 
although in fact these changes are ordered to be carried out 
simultaneously, yet the exact period when they come into opera
tion, so far as the public iá concerned, is subordinate to differ
ences in the requirements of the two services. Thus the 
consumption o f the one shilling value for the telegraph service 
is very large in comparison with the demand for that value for 
postage purposes; for while Plate No. 13 o f the one shilling 
postage stamp now in use was approved so long ago as May, 
1875, no less than eleven plates o f similar value have since 
that date been approved for the telegraph service. On the 
other hand, the postage stamp of fourpence is extensively

i m .
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used for the single letter rate to countries in the second class of 
the Postal Union, while there is but little demand for it for 
telegraph purposes ; and as regards the one penny telegraph 
stamp, its only use can be as small change to make up a pay
ment, or when a twopenny receipt for a telegram is required. 
These considerations account also for the fact that, while the 
one shilling telegraph stamp was issued on “ Crown, 1880,” in 
March ,lfisC; a like issue of the corresponding postage value only 
took place 15th June; 1881r oubaequont to the-remarks we made-" 
at page 13?, which wero at that time printed ofl: Again, 
the colour of the fourpence postage stamp was changed to 
mouse-brown on the let September, 1880, and the paper to 
“ Crown, 1880,”  on the 1st January last, yet no corresponding 
changes have been announced in the fourpence telegraph stamp 
up to the present time, 30th June, 1881.

C o n t r o l  M a r k s .—The paper introduced for the one penny 
telegraph stamp was watermarked in the upper and lower 
margins of the sheet with the word “ Mark,” over which the 
control mark, similar to that employed for the postage stamps 

t/л bòjJ^f imitatie mutandis, was affixed« (p. 107.) This mark was also
IA affixed on the postage stamp paper given out for the other

telegraph stamps, until the commencement of the present year, 
when the system was abandoned.

The observations made previously (p. 108) with regard to the 
gumming of the type-printed postage stamps equally apply to 
the telegraph stampa The perforation is also the same as for 
the corresponding values of the postage stamps, except so far as 
relates to the one pound stamp, which is perforated 14.

 ̂ ХсЛ , j

1 . T h e  O n e  P e n n y .

D a te  o f  issu e , 1st F e b ru a ry , 1876.

D esign.—The design consists of the head of the Queen, of 
smaller dimensions than in the postage stamp of corresponding 
value, on a groundwork of fine horizontal lines, within a double
lined plain circular band, on which is inscribed, in coloured
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ƒчinAÂ  j /  d e c u s s i .  íMflJL « ic iű íi fcx^ctM tj (M fAlžfcýc)

Ûİ0AnA|и  j  ^ ^ t r ý i f a n d i í u m  ~Tj ( f a  a è è t /T w ^ T - t f f ïèt^Ù & b ~6тошх4х*

j f d á - y d í A- ^^U- L a f^ d k yla jJ  &У Ůru -̂j А^г^тА^екУ

CLo

J P*9« m  Тн» 0 51 Риггт. Before the
Pmgnph onder «The One

f e n n y ”  insert : A t  the end of the year 1881, in conform ity with a  decision 
previously arrived at by the Post Office authorities, the system of separate 
s aromi U and nnnnrqunntlj thr rirrrnnity of nopnratf  stamps— for the postal

İ

and telegraph branches was put on end to ; and notices were issued to all 
postmasters and sellers of stamps, recalling all telegraph stampe in stock 
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block letters, te l e g r a p h s  in the upper part, and o n e  p e n n y  
below. The spandrels are filled in with ornamentation of a 
conventional character. White letter blocks 
are in the lower angles carrying letters in 
colour, and the number of the plate is 
inserted in the circular band on each side.
The exterior rectangular frame measures 
22£ by 18J mm.

P late . —The plate is constructed to admit of the printing a 
sheet of two hundred's tampe in two panes of te&^rows o f ten 
casts in each row. In the upper margin of the sheet is the 
legend t e l e g r a p h s  o n e  p e n n y , in large block letters.

Plates Nos. 1 and 2 were approved 11th August, 1875; 
Plates Nos. 3 and 4, on 16th ; and Plate No. 5, on the 30th ef  
the ямве month.— N* npn,?imvm bavn hf*»" found fam
Plate No. 1, and we hare in cuusetpimice omitted it from the 
synoptical half Plate No. 3 ţs that which is at present in use. 
Plate No. 5 has been diverted to another object, having been 
utilized for the halfpenny value.

P aper .— The paper, as has been previously mentioned, wa8 
specially manufactured for this stamp, andern watermarked with a 
“  shamrock," disposed in two panes of 4sw rows of ten in each 
row, corresponding with the arrangement of the plate panes. 
The sheet measures about 10 by 21 inches.

I m p r e s s i o n .—The colour of the impression is red-brown, 
similar to that employed for the postage stamp (1880) of 
corresponding value.

' SYN O PSIS. .

Paper 
Perf. 14.

watermarked with “ shamrock.” Plates Nos.^2 aad 3. /f-
lst February, 1876. One penny, red-brown.

,  2 . T h e  T h r eepen ce .

Date of issue, 1st February, 1876.

D ê igíÍ —The head of the фЛеп in a circle, with a ground
work of fine horizontal lines, is enclosed in a white transverse-
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pointed oval band. In the upper part of the band ia t e l e 

g r a p h s ,  and in the lower t h r e e  p e n c e ,  in coloured block 
letters. At each angle are plain white 
blocks, the two upper being filled in with 
the number of the plate, and the two 
lower with the ordinary lettering, all in 
colour. The vacant spaces in the design 
are filled in with commonplace ornamenta

tion. The rectangular frame measures 22£ by 18£ mm.
P l a t e .—The plate was constructed to admit o f printing a 

sheet of 240 stamps, divided into twelve smaller sheets of 
twenty each, as in the case of the postage stamp of' like value. 
The pades were arranged ip three rows of four in each row, 
separated from each other horizontally by a space of about half 
an inch, and vertically by a space equal to the width of a stamp, 
each pane consisting of twenty casts, arranged in four rows of 
five in each row, and measuring 4| by 3 ^  inches.* In the 
vertical margins at each end of the pane was printed the legend, 
TELEGRAPHS THREE PENCE

LnpMMİnn. <"■■■■ T4nlL V/i 1

ag,4hosa

t f

«m u  atıf

Plate No. 2 was approved 
^Jlst March, 1876 ; Plate No. 4, oi 

No. 5, on 12th January, 1878; bí 
afr liuun .......glii щ'ГГ

bemfoundibj .
wbu b are re ňstcred at Somerset H ou se ;,/ 
íved kOtbtfå «ber, 1875 ; Plate No. 3, on 

30th July, 1877 ; and Plate 
neither ofthe two last have
Ť T t ť ť S r S p S ffr

Early in the present year (1881) the arrangement of the panes 
composing the plate underwent a modification, consequent on 
the abandonment of the paper watermarked with the “  spray of 
rose,” and the substitution in its place of the “  Crown, 1880,” 
paper. Six panes of 20 casts each were formed into one of 120 
in the same manner as in the adhesive postage stamp of similar 
value (page 140), and ornaments were introduced into the margins

* It must be borne in mind that when the postage stamp paper is 
used for the telegraph stamps that which is the siđe of tlu. sheet ia thn 
postage »»«»nr* becomes the top of the sheet in the telegraph stamps, and 
the watermarks appear sideways on the stamps.
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Раде 364, TkE Threepence. Line 13 from bottom. Since publication 
1re have discovered stampe from Plate 1, which evidently were issued for 
use, although this plate is not found among those registered at Somerset 
House, not does it appear in the collections officially made for the use of the 
Post Office. Ih the autumn of 1881 impressions nom Plates Kos. 4 and 0 
were issued to the public, and impressions from them were those current 
When the telegraph stamps were recalled in December, 1881. „

Proofs in carmine were taken, and exist in the official collections, on paper 
Watermarked Spray of Rose, from Plates Kos. 2,3,4, and 6 ; on that water* 
marked Cfown 1880, from Plates Nos. 3, 4, and 6. These proofs are 
imperforate.

ftaJZa Че^ег^д i 
G*»*** />ojfe*, J

в/илЛ-%у*йлл^ aj Ï Ifö' -t
^  1лЬ . 1 1  л^игя at l b  S  (fi* î

' «ле/1 ‘.

}*AmÁ 3i. Л fàjeoGÃt) IJ. 1.9 f,

l+- İT. f . Я f, 4 / ru t *

6 ~ f/ ft* .



M J ± A a jI s4  á.- <<u>̂ "̂Q- oc pC 3

^  Æê> 3&( <=4 ť.*-«c<Л- .

^  y^Mr^ j W « .  / ^ .

■ - '

1 should read :re 565. Synopsis;
Platee Noe. 1 ,2 , and 3.

Proofe Nos. 2, 3,4, and 6, imperforate.
fi should read e Plates Nos. 3, 4, and б.

Proofe Noe. 3,4, and 5, imperforate.
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ADHESIVE TELEGRAPH STAMPS. 365

showing where the pane might he divided into Poet-office sheets.
At the same time the legends, control marks, and the plate 
numbers on the margins were suppressed.

These changes were carried out while Plate No. 3 was in use.
Paper.— The paper up to the commencement of the present 

year was the same as that introduced in 1867 for such of the 
postage stamps as were at that period arranged in twelve panes, 
watermarked with a “  spray o f rose." Consequent on this stamp 
being a transverse oblong instead of an upright one, the water
marks appear lengthwise.

At the beginning of the present year the paper was changed, 
and that which had been originally introduced in 1880 for the 
postage stampe of one penny, watermarked “  Crown 1880,” was 

. substituted.
I xpression.— The colour of the impression is carmine.

8YNOP8I8. 1,
1. Paper watermarked with “  spray of rose.” Plates Noe.̂ 2 

and ; perf. 14.
1st February, 1876. Threepence, carmina

2. Paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880.” Platej-No. 3 y  S7
1881. Threepence, connine.

3. The O re Shilling .
Date of Issue, let February, 1876.

D esign.— The same small head of the Queen, on a ground
work of fine horizontal lines, is placed within a double-lined 
white upright truncated oval band, in
scribed telegraphs at the top, and one 
shilling below, in coloured block letters.
In the angles of the rectangular frame in
closing this design are white blocks, the 
uppermost bearing the number of the plate, 
and the two lower the letters. The vertical spaces between the 
upper and lower blocks are filled in with an ornamental framing,



3 6 6  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

which is continued along the bottom and top except where in
tercepted by the white border. The stamp measures 22£ by 
18£ mm.

P late.—The plate was constructed to admit of printing a 
sheet of 240 stamps arranged in twelve panes, as in the three
pence last described ; but at the commencement of the present 
year a similar alteration was made in their arrangement, the six 
panes on one side being formed into a single pane of 12 0  casts, 
and the six on the other side t ó a  similar single pane.

Plate Iĵ was approved 38th
' 5 on the aOth^éfo he same month.

1 Л‘$аА September, 1875; Plate No. 4 on the 11th September, 
1876, and Plates Noa 5 and 6 in 1877. O f Plate No. 7 на

on V,n»Ti frnm it Kopti

1875, and Pijte No. 2 
Plate No. 3 was approved

if fts
^  So

Plates Nos. 8 and 9 were approved in 1878, the 
one on the 26th September, and the other on the 15th Novem
ber. Plate No. 10 was approved 19th September, 1879, and 
Plate No. 11, at presant ia aqp, on the 13th May, 1880. The 
impression from this latter on which the imprimatur is endorsed 
ie arranged in twelve panes, on paper watermarked with “  spray 
o f rose.” T l u»a*a. и»’ řt*-S**~*w*o^  r(g/.

P aper.—The paper was the postage stamp paper watermarked 
with the “  spray of rose,".and so continued until the commence
ment of the present year, when that watermarked with “  Crown 
1880" was substituted for it, and the panes of Plate; N(f 1 W K  
were brought together. A device was printed on the margins of 
each pane to indicate where it could be divided horizontally into 
three equal portions, and vertically into two, so as to form six 
Post-office sheets of twenty stampe, each of the facial value of £i.

I mpression.—The impression was in green of a similar tone 
to that employed for the postage stamps of corresponding value,?
Under paragraph headed “ Impbmbior ” dele the last five lines, and insert 

after“ vafue/’ in the second line : Until October, 1880, when—while Plate
No. 10 was being . from—the colour was changed to the same brown*
red as that in wfiich the one shilling postage stamps were then printed.

When Plate No. 11 was put to press the change of watermark from Spray 
of Rose to Crown 1880 took place ; and impressions of It and Plate 12 on 
this paper are to be found.

Oddly enough, Plate No. 12 is also to be found printed m red on paper 
watermarked Spray of Rose ; but we have not been able to find Plate 
No. 11 on paper thus watermarked. o .

In the official collections imperforate copies of proofs, in groen ob Spray 
of Rose, are to be found from Plates Nos. 1,2, 8 ,4, 5, *, 7, 8, 9,10. Il**““ 
12 ; in red, same watermark, Plate No. 12 only ; in red, watermark L!rown 
1880, Plates Nos. 11 and 12.
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Fage S66, Tas Ob e  Shilling. Line 14 should read, after “ trace,” “ of
the registration has been found, but impressions.” _____ ____ .

Line 18. Dele “ at present in use.”
At the ebd of the paragraph add : Impressions from Plate No. 12 vere 

issued in Julj, 1881>
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Pcrøe <J67. Synopsis.
1, Line 2. Obliterate “ (except Piate 7).” Add :

October, 1880. One shilling, light brown-red ; Plates 10 and 12. 
Imperforate proofs, Plates Nos, 1 to 12, green ; No. 12, light brown-red.
2. Should read : Plates Nos. 11 and 12.

Imperforate proofs, Nos. 11, and 12, light brown-red.
T he  F it e  Shillings. Last line but one. Plates 1 ,2 , and 3 are all that
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SYNOPSIS.

1. Paper watermarked with “  spray of rose.” Plates Nos. 1

1st February, 1876. i>ne shilling, green, greyish green (shades).
rjsc .. й '̂А> frv«. « » . AteJî /o. - -  12

2. Paper watermarked with “  Crown 1880.” Plate^Nc? 11 ; v fz. . 
perf. 14.

March, 1881. One shilling, light brown-red.

4 .  T h e  F i v e  S h i l l i n g s .

Date o f  issue, 1st February, 1876.

D e b i g n . —The design consists of the head of the Queen of - 
a similar size to that in the postage stamp of corresponding 
value, with a groundwork of fine horizontal lines enclosed in a 
circle, and within a rectangular trans
verse oblong frame, measuring 30 by 
25 mm. In the angles are solid coloured Л 
blocks, in the two upper of which are 
the plate numbers, and in the two lower 
the letters in white. In the upper and 
lower portions of the frame are tablets 
with the inscriptions t e l e g r a p h s  f i v e  

s h i l l i n g s , in coloured block letters on a white ground, and 
the two vertical sides of the frame are composed of an orna
mental pattern.

P l a t e . —The plate, like that of the postage stamp of corres
ponding value, is constructed to admit of printing a sheet of 
eighty stamps, divided into four panes, each pane consisting of 
twenty casts disposed in five rows of four in each row. Above 
and below each pane is printed in large Roman capitals the 
legend t e l e g r a p h s  f i v e  f r u * * ? *

l_was approveď ØttyAugnst, 1875; Plate No. 2 onPlate-No. 1 w 
tS e ^ tbwW fen^mrnn month) and Plate No. 3, which is that at

f -б t .  '
f y

present in use, on 14th October, 1878. v * -■«<<,/>_— ^  ->4 ^,
Paper.—The paper is the same as that employed for the f t  0

’ y .



)

postage stamps of corresponding value, watermarked with the 
“ Maltese cross.” ■

I m p r e s s i o n . — The colour is pink, similar to that of the 
postage stamps of the same value, and varies considerably in 
depth of shade.

P e r f o r a t i o n . — Like the postage stamps of the 
the perforation is 15. (p. 146.)

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  Maltese cross.”  Plates Nos. 1, 2, 

and 3 ; perf. 15. .
1st February, 1876. Five shillings, pink (shades).

368 POSTAGE AND TELEORAPH STAMPS OF ORE AT -BRITAIN.

Sbk.e-Y' 
same value,

V Ял*. сЛ*л 3 с сХл, .

5 .  The F o u r p e n c e .

Date of issue, 1st March, 1877.
Design.—At the two extremities of a solid tablet, on which 

id the inscription f o u r  p e n c e ,  in white block letters, are the 
letter blocks in white. From these spring an arched solid hand, 
the outermost line of which intercepts the 
line of the transverse oblong rectangular 
trame enclosing the whole design. On this 
band is the inscription t e l e g r a p h s ,  in 
white block letters, and within the send" 
circular space is the head of the Queen in 
a circle 12} mm. in diameter. The upper corners are filled up 
with an ornamental design, and the plate nőmben are inserted 
on white circular blocks in the в paces between the tablet and 
the circle enclosing the head. The stamp measures 22} by 
18J mm.

P l a t e . —The plate, like that at that period used for printing 
the postage stamp of corresponding value, is constructed to 
admit of printing a sheet divided into four panes, each con
sisting of sixty casts, disposed in six rows of ten in each row. 
In the margin at the left end of each pane is the legend t e l e 

g r a p h s  f o u r  p e n c e  in block lettera
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Р&З6 S69- The Fourpenoe. Paragraph 1 , Line 2 should read : But 
this latter was never brought into use.

Add to Synopsis : Imperforate specimens of Plates Nos. 1 and 2, in the 
colour and on the paper of the issue, are to be found in the official collection.

The Sixpence. Line 3 from bottom. The last three words in this line 
should read, “ was that finally in use, no-others were made.”
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ADHESIVE TELEGRAPH ВТАЩ в.

Plate No. 1 was approved on 12th January, 1877, and Plate 
No. 2 on the 18th June, 1877, but this latter ban not yot been imm
brought into use.

P a per .— This is the same as that formerly employed for the 
postage stamp of corresponding value, watermarked with “  large
garter.”

I m pressio n .—The colour of the impression is light sage-green, 
as adopted for the postage stamp of corresponding value at the 
period when this stamp was first issued, the imprimatur of 
Plate No. 1 being in this colour.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  large garter.” Perf. 14. /.

lit Match, 1877. Fourpence, pale sage-green.

369

6 .  T h e  S i x p e n c e .

Date of isme, 1st March, 1877.
D e s i g n . — The small head of the Queen, in a circle 12J mm 

in diameter, is enclosed in a transverse oblong rectangular frame 
of 22£ by 18$ mm., the upper angles of 
which are incurved. The value, six p e n c e ,  

is inserted on a plain white tablet below, 
at each extremity of which are the letter 
blocks ; at the top is a similar tablet in
scribed t e l e g r a p h s ;  while at the lower 
corners of this latter are the plate numbers 
in white circular discs.

P l a t e . —The plate like that for the threepence before de
scribed was originally composed of twelve panes, but at the com
mencement of the present year, when Plate Nq. 2 was brought 
into use, these were united во as to form two panes of 12 0  
casts each. я

Plate No. 1 was approved on the 12th January, 1877, and 
Plate No. 2 on theД 8th June, 1877. This latter«- at present 
in use. H-S d*,.

So long as the stamps were arranged in twelve panes the
2 в
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legend telegraphs six pence was'introduced in the loft margin 
of each pane, but since the panes have been brought together 
not only the legend, hat the control marks and plate numbers, 
both ordinary and official, have been suppressed 4

P aper .—The paper, like that on which thè threepence was 
printed, was, up to ttíe nemmanromm^of the year,' that water
marked with the “ spray of rose," b ű in e k “  Crown, 1880.” cc//eu»| 

I mpression.—The colour of the impression is greenish-grey, 
like that o f the postage stamp of corresponding value.

ST N O P SI8.

(1) Paper watermarked with,“ spray rose.” Plat^No! 1.*£, 
Perf. 14. ‘ *

1st M arch, 187?! Sixpence, greenish-grey.

.(2) Paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880.” Plate No. 2.
Per£ 14. -

1881. Şixpence, greenish-^rey.

3 7 0  POSTAGE AMD TELEGRAPH STAMPS O f GjiKAT BRITAIN.

7. T he T hree  Shillinos.
Daţe of issue,. 1st March, 1877.t # '

D esign .—The head of the Qneen is on a groundwork of fine 
horizontal lines, in &n equilateral octagon of 1 2 ^ mm. in 
diameter, enclosed in aţ. elongated octagonal solid border, the
-------------  exterior lines o f which intercept’ the ex-

teroái linps of the rectangular hame, which 
measures 22£ by 18ţ mm. On this hand 
is the legend telegraphs тшрсЕ Shillings, 
in white block letters. * In the angles are 

. whites blocks, those in timb r e r ones carry
ing the plate niupbeis, and the lower theTeťlera. On each 
side of these blocks angular portions are removed, so as to 
form gaps in the exterior line of the rectangular frame.

Plate..— The plate is constructed to admit o f twelve panes of 
twenty caste in each, in four rows of five in each row, and is 
arranged as in the other stamps where thè plate consists of a 
like number o f panes. , ' 'Í 4.
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P o ÿ e  J7Í. T he  T h e s e  Shillihgs. Line 2  should read, “  the only one 
етег made.”

Line 6. The sentence beginning “  U p  to {”  & c., should be expunged ; and 
in lieu insert : T he dem and for this value did not exhaust the stock  on hand 
in  Decem ber, 1881, when tbe telegraph stamps were recalled, and consequently 
n o printing ever took  place on the paper watermarked Crown 1880. "f

T o  Impression add : Proofs for colour, in a m uch lighter shade of slate- 
blue, ana also in dark lilac, im perforate, watermarked Spray of Rose, have 
also been seen by  us. These are both surcharged diagonally with the word 
EPxciMEN in  black.

T o  Synopsis add : A n  imperforate proof, o f tbe colour and on  tbe paper of 
the issue, is to  be found in the official collection ; and also a  like proof on 
paper watermarked Crown 1880.
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Piate No. 1 was approved 12th January, 1877, and is the 
only one which has as yet been approved.

P a p e r . —The paper is that made for the stamps which are 
arranged in twelve panes, being the postage stamp paper water
marked with the “  spray of rose." *TTp to the present time no • 
ultoiutiuu lias been made in~ the pqpeiT-hut that waturmufksl 
“ Crown, 188ü," will flonbtleflirbe »ııbslilııled so soon as 
stook in band wáfènMfkwl with “ spray of rose " is oAİmmıtodr 4 

I m p r e s s i o n .—The colour of the impression is slate-blue.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ spray o f ròse." Plate No. 1. Perf. 14. 

1st March, 1877. Threeрмме, slate-blue.

ADHESIVE TELEGRAPH STAMPS. 371 '

- 8 . The T en S hillings.
Date of issue, 1st March, 1877.

D e s i g n . —The head of the Queen is of the same size as that 
introduced into the five shillings previously described, and is on 
a groundwork of fine horizontal lines, within an equilateral 
octagon of l-6£ mm. diameter. The 
stamp measures 30 by 25 mm. Above 
the head, a white tablet, in form 
resembling the half of an elongated 
hexagon, carries the inscription 
t e l e g r a p h s ,  and a similar one below 
the inscription t e n  s h i l l i n g s ,  all in 
coloured block letters. In the angles 
are coloured bloche« the upper one» being furnished with the 
plate numbers, and the lower with the letters. The remainder 
of the design consists o f ornamental arabesque work.

P lats.—The plate is constructed in four panes, exactly 
similar to the five shillings previously-described, and in the 
margin at the bottom of each pane is the legend telegraphs 
ten shillings, in Roman capitals.

Plate No. 1, the only one constructed, was approved 17th 
January, 1877. .

2 в 2



3 7 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH StAM P8 OP GREAT BRITAIN.

P a p e r . — The paper is that employed for the postage stamp o f  

corresponding value, watermarked with the “  Maltese erosa.̂  I
(p. 146.)  ̂ '

I m p r e s s i o n . — The impression is in green-grey, similar to that 
of the postage stamp of the corresponding value, and the per
foration is also 15.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ Maltese cross." Plate No. 1. Perf. 15.

1st March, 1877. Ten shillings, green-grey.
____ uwfrii' fvtnfr Ű. JlyL t). Л-4 aJrtw*

9. T h e  One P ound.
Date of Issue, 1st March, 1877.

D E S I G N .— The head of the Queen, on a groundwork of fine
horizontal lines, in a circle of 16 J mm. diameter, is surrounded
by a white transverse pointed oval border, on which is inscribed
t e l e g r a p h s  above and o n e  p o u n d  b e l o w ,  i n  graduated block
coloured letters. This is enclosed in a rectangular transverse

oblong frame,-------»-----------------  ^
measuring 58 by 
2 2  mm., within 
which there is 
an ornamental 
frame extending 
all round, except 
where intercep

ted top and bottom by the exterior lines of the oval band, and by 
solid blocks at the angles. In the two upper of these latter the 
plate number is inserted, and in the two lower the letters. 
Within, on each side of the points o f the oval band, is “  £1 ” in 
white, on a diapered ground.

P l a t e . —The plate is constructed to admit of the printing of 
a sheet composed of ai*4y stamps, in 4w» panef of taarows of 

^  jhsae casts in a row. In the margins at the top and the bottom 
is the legend, t e l e g r a p h s  o n e  p o u n d .

Plate No. 1, the only one constructed, was approved 12th 
January, 1877.

1ПЛДДЛП
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Page S7S. The Ose Podsd. A similar note to the last should be added 
to the Synopsis.
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ADHESIVE TELEGRAPH STAMPS. 3 7 3

Paper.—The paper employed íe that manufactured for the 
one penny telegraph stamp, watermarked with a “  shamrock,” 
hut as the stampe are disposed sideways on the sheet as com
pared with those of the one penny, the watermarks also appear 
sideways on the stamp. Further, as the paper for the one penny 
was prepared to receive two panes of ten rows of ten in each 
row, and three rows of the stamp of £ 1  are only equivalent to 
nine rows of the one penny, one row of the watermarks is left 
clear of the impression, while three appear sideways on each 
stamp.

Impression.— The colour of the impression is brown-violet, 
similar to that of the postage stamp of corresponding value.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ shamrock” repeated three times 

sideways. Plate No. 1. Perl 14.
let March, 1877. One pound, brown-violet

ÆV a-ihfM C*C£ O. _

10. The F ive P ounds.
Date of issue, let March, 1877.

D e s i g n .—The head of the Queen, on a groundwork of fine 
horizontal lines, is enclosed in a circle of similar dimensions to 
that of the five shillings. The circle is set in a transverse 
oblong rectangu
lar frame, the 
exterior measure
ment of which is 
54 by 31 mm.
An ornamental 
frame entirely 
surrounds the 
stamp, and is 
made wider at 
the top and bottom to receive -two plain white tablets 42 mm. 
long, the upper one inscribed teleg&afhb, and the lower five



pounds, in coloured block lettere, while at the ends of the upper 
are solid coloured blocks for the plate numbers, and at the ends 
of the lower similar blocks for the letters. On each side of 
the. circle is “  £5  " in white, on a diapered ground.

P late.— The plate is constructed to admit o f the printing a 
sheet “composed of forty 4 wa stampe, divided into two panes of 
seven vertical tows of three caste in each row. The legend 
telegraphs i l  ve 'pounds is introduced in the margin at the top 
and bottom of the sheet as in the one pound.

Plate No. 1 is the only one which has been constructed, and 
was approved 17th January, 1877.

Paper.— The paper employed is that watermarked with the 
“ shamrock,” manufactured for the one penny telegraph stamp. 
The construction o f the plate "being similar to that of the one 
pound, the impression is ïn  consequence made in the same 

.manner, and the watermarks appear sideways on the stamps ; 
but as the depth o f this stamp does not correspond with the 
«pdţh of the one penny, the watermarks are somewhat irregularly 
disposed on it.

I mpression.— The.colour o f the impression is orange-vermilion, 
the minium of foreign catalogues.

P erforation.— The stamp being exactly double the size of 
the five shillings, is perforated by the same machines, and 
gauges 15 to the two centimètres.

SYN O PSIS.

Paper watermarked with “ shamrock.” Pfote No. 1 ; perf. 15. 
let March, 1877. Five pounds, orange-vermilion.

Ц у и . <L< oMnX- . 0 -Jo-ţd] ̂

11. T he One H alfpenny.
Date o f issue, 1st April, 1880.

P late.— Consequent on the alteration in the telegraph rates 
for messages to several of the countries within the Postal Union, 
which came into operation on the 1st April, 1880, it was

3 7 4  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.
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necessary to provide immediately an additional value o f one 
halfpenny. To effect this a plate of the one penny, No. 5—  
impressions from which had been already 
approved, though the plate itself had not 
been brought into service—was taken, and 
the value removed from the casts composing 
it  In place Of the value so removed block 
letters in type were introduced, and the 
first issue of the halfpenny appeared on a plate numbered 5.

Impressions from the plate as so altered were approved 13th'
March, 1880, and no other plate kas aa yoTŽcon constructed <n Zim*. еосич 

P a p e r . —The paper employed i s  that manufactured for the 
one penny, watermarked with “  shamrock.”

I m p r e s s i o n . —The colour of the impression is orange-vermilion, 
similar to that of the five pounds.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ shamrock.” Plate No. 5 ; pert 14 

1st April, 1880. One halfpenny, о range-vermilion.

„  Š “ 9^ 376', .Тпв 0 ne H alfpenny. Line 8 from bottom should read ; 
N o  other plate was ever constructed."
A n  im perforate proof o f  this value exists in the official collection.
A dd  to  Synopsis : Variety.

-Imperforate. One halfpenny, orange-vermilion.

»



SECTION IV.

ÉSSA VS AND PROOFS OF TELEGRAPH STAMPS.

Í868-9. Shortly after the passing of the “ Telegraph Act, 
18 6 8 ,”  two designs appear to have heen submitted for stamps 
to he used in the service. These designs have not been setto 
by us, but the following is the description of them, taken from 
the Philatelist, voL v i p. 66. 1872 :

L Square. Head of Queen to right, in circle ; value in words 
right and left; roses in upper, shamrock and thistle in lower , 
angles; telegram beneath in graduated capitada Head en
graved in cameo, so as to give the appearance of relief. Printed 
on white card. Öne shilling, black.

„  green.
II. Square. Wreath of oak and laurel leaves, with imperial 

Crown, forming a circle, within a double-lined frame ;. value in 
words in cèntro ; telegram in graduated letters below. Printed 
in colour on White card.

One shilling, black 
„  green.

P r o o f s  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c i a l  D i e s .

Messrs. De La Rue and Co. have in their pattern books a 
specimen copy of every die engraved by them for this branch 
of the eervice, printed in black on white enamelled card. To 
enumerate these would be a needless repetition.

Besides these there is a specimen of the five pound value 
printed from the die as completed, but in gold, as a trial, on the 
paper of the issue, watermarked with “  shamrock.” The speci
men is not however perforated.

The gold used was pure, and the effect very chaste ; but the 
authorities decided against its adoption on account of the expense, 
which was eaid to amount to about sixpence each ! Orange-red 
Was therefore substituted. This trial was printed early in 1877.

No other proofs from the official dies are known.
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A D D E N D A  E T  C O R R IG E N D A .

Page 60, last line but one, for “  imform " read “  inform.”

Page 67, top ; and page 69, foot. With reference to the oval 
shape of the perforations produced in some of the stamps by 
Archer’s machine, we hare had the opportunity, since the above 
pages were printed off, of examining several specimens, and are 
convinced that the irregular shape of the holes is caused by a 
second descent of the round perforating needles, nearly coinci
dent with the first. When a second descent takes place at a 
small interval from the first, the perforation assumes a form 
somewhat resembling the figure в, the cusps made by the inter
secting circles being clearly visible. It is only when a second 
descent of the needles cuts away the paper left between the 
holes that the saw-like or jagged edges referred to on page 69 
are produced. Wherever the shape is other than circular, the 
circumstance is entirely due to irregularities in the process of 
perforation, and not to the needles, which have uniformly been 
round.

Page 83 n. A  further search in the records at Somerset 
House shows that Plate Ho. 1 of the twopence wee completed 
2nd May, 1840 ; but there is no trace that it ever was hardened. 
Plate No. 2 was completed and hardened 31st July, 1840 ; and 
both plates were defaced 27th January, 1842. As it is clear 
from the recorde of ihe Poet-office that twopenny stamps were 
issued in May and June, İ840, these must have been printed 
from Plate No. 1, notwithstanding it had net been hardened ; 
and after making a close examination of the earliest specimens, 
we find the most remarkable confirmation of the fact These
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specimens present a soft appearance, the impression showing 
signs as if the plate had been "taken down” overmuch; while 
as the usage o f the plate proceeded signs of wear become very 
apparent.

Page 104, line 'SO from the top, and page 132 .ÌL+ Since 
these pages were printed off the paper watermarked "Crown 
1880" has, as we surmised, been substituted foe that water
marked with "spray o f rose" in the one shilling, so that the 
whole of the. ordinary-sized stampe are now printed on the 
"  Crown 1880 ”  paper. Marks are introduced into the exterior 
margins o f , each pane o f one hundred and twenty stamps, 
denoting where it may be divided horizontally into two 
equal portions, and each of these vertically into three; the 
entire pane being thus separated into six equal parts, each 
constituting a “  Post-office sheet ” o f the value o f £1.

This issue to the public took place on 16th June, 1881, Plate 
No. 13 being wtiH in use. The colour of the impression, pale 
brown-vermilion, has not been altered. '*

Page 113. íh e  engraving of Die IL  of the fourpence is in
accurate, insomuch as it shows a linear ground on the lower 
portion o f the frame. The ground really is solid, as stated in 
the text

Page 133. Ádd to synopsis of “ one s h i l l i n g  ”  f o u r t h  i s s u e  :

(2) Paper watermarked with "Crow n 1880.”  Plate No. 13. 
Pert 14.

One shilling, pale brown-vermilion.

Page 141. In the synoptical list o f the issues of the three
pence, “ Second Issue”  has been accidentally omitted above 
Die IL , and “ Third Issue” above Die ITL

V 2Ъ<и&
Page 149, last line in page. Plate., No. 22 is  at present in 

dee. Impressions from tin* plate,wete first issued to the public 
oW V at the end of June, 1881.
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Page 160, meert :

18. The One Pennt (1881).

P ostage and Inland Revenue Stam p.

Date of leene, 28th June, 1881.
Early in the month o f June, 1881, the follow ing N otice to 

the P ublic was issued from the Post-office :

“  Use o f  1 d. Adhesive P ostage Stam ps and Id . A dhesive R eceipt 
Stam ps fo r  either receipt or postage purposes.

“  In  future the Ordinary Adhesive Penny Receipt Stamp 
may be used as a Penny Postage Stamp, and the Adhesive 
Penny Postage Stamp as an Ordinary Receipt Stamp.

“  It is understood that for the purpose o f postage the Receipt 
Stamps, in  common with Postage Stamps, must have no printing 
or writing placed on their face by the public.

“  By command of the Postmaster-General.”

The above N otice was grounded on the provisions o f the 
47th Section o f “ The Customs and Inland Revenue A ct, 1881,”  
by which it was enacted, “  That on and after thè first day of 
June, 1881, any stamp duties of one penny, which may legally 
be denoted by  adhesive stamps not appropriated b y  any word 
or words on the face o f them to any particular description o f 
instrument, may be denoted by adhesive penny postage stamps ; 
and on and a ft «  that day postage duties may be paid by  the 
use o f penny adhesive stamps not appropriated by any word or 
words on tire face o f them to postage duty or to any particular 
description o f instrum ent”

It  is clear that the A ct o f Parliament contemplated only the 
admission to the payment o f postage duties o f the adhesive 
“  I nland R evenue ”  stamps, o f which there are several varieties ; 
but under the terms o f the notice issued by the Postmaster
General not only all these, but the one penny “ draft"  and 
“  receipt ” stamps (1863 and 1864), printed in  blue and brown, 
and the “ dratt payable on dehanb or receipt”  stamp o f 
1866, have been admitted to prepay the postage on letters. 
W e give, for reference sake, a list o f those known to ua



L is t o f  stam ps o f  the fa c ia l value o f  one penny, which, under 
the provisions o f  the A ct above referred  to, and the notice issued 
by the P ostm a ster-0 ener cd, have, since the 1st June, 1881, been 
adm itted  to d efra y  a  postage ra te o f  like amount.

3 8 0  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

Date o f laan«. Colour. Paper. Watermark. Legend.
? . * > • « .  I- 1863. B lue B lu ish

(sa fety)
A n ch o r  w ith  

cab le
R eceipt, 1st T ype.

2. 1854. „ 11 11 „  2 n d  T ype.
3. 99 99 W h ite 11 99 19

j .  to - S3. 4. „  B row n W h ite 1» Draft.
t i .  3 . S T .  6. 1854 ƒ  M auve B lu ish 11 D raft payable on dem and 

or re ce ip t
8. , ,  L ila c W h ite it 99 99

я о . + . А г .  7. 1 8 V l  M auve B lu ish 11 In la n d  Revenue.
8. II 1» W h ite 11 99

• A s. 9. 11 11 B lu ish A n ch o r 99
10. II 19 W h ite 11 11

3 0 П.

T

*v tT» ii 99 99 „  1st T ype.
i » 7 1  „ 99 99 „  2n d  Type.

1879. „ 99 9* " >  3rd  iý p e .
14. 1881. „ • 1 O r b * »4- II

The firet ten o f these (Noe. 1 to 10) are of large dimensione, 
measuring 25 by 30 mm., and are all perforated 15. In Noe. 1 
to 6 the Queen’s head to the left is enclosed in an oval hand, 
carrying the legend j but in Noe. 7 to 10 the head is enclosed in 
a circular band. Noe. 11 to 14 are o f smaller dimensions, 
measuring 1 8 } by 2 2 } mm., and perforated 14 ; and the head 
of the Queen in these latter is enclosed in an oval band, carrying 
the inscription. O f these latter, in No. 11 the spandrels are 
filled in with a reticulated pattern ; in No. 12 the spandrels are 
plain, but tire ornament at the corners of the inside line of the

* So long as these stamps were printed on paper watermarked with 
"A nchor,”  the plate was composed o f a single pane of 240 stamps (sup. 
p. 148) ; but when the paper watermarked with "O rb ” was substituted, 
the plats was oompoaed of two panes o f 120 casts each. On the three 
exterior margins of each pane of the printed impressions wss a facsimile 
■guatare o f Sir 7. C. Hentes, the Chairman of the Commissionen of 
Inland Revenue. The fact is mentioned to prevent its being supposed 
that this paper was the same as that employed np to 1881 for the twopence 
halfpenny postage a trupp.
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frame does not extend into the angles, and the oral band and 
inscription are heavy; in No. 13 the comer ornament extends 
into the angles, and the oval band and inscription are lighter ; 
No. 14 only differs from No. 13 in the watermark o f the paper.

The provisions of the Âet o f Parliament before referred to, 
though óf a permanent nature, were only designed to effect a 
transitory purpose, as the further manufacture o f the one penny 
postage stamp (1880) and of the Inland Bevenne stamps of one 
penny was ordered to be stopped, and a new stamp prepared, 
combining the two. Messrs. De La Bue and Co. were charged 
with the design and preparation of this stamp, which was issued 
to the public on the 28th June, 1881, as appears by a notice to 
that effect emanating from the Poet-office.

D e s i g n . — The design consists o f the head o f Her Majesty, 
similar in all respects to that of the “  One Penny, 1880," on a 
groundwork o f coarse lines, enclosed in an 
upright oval, round which is a solid coloured 
band, with the inscription p o s t a g e  a n d  

i n l a n d  r e v e n u e  at the top, and o n e  p e n n t  

below, all in small white block letters. This 
ie superposed on an upright rectangular frame 
measuring 18J by 22£ mm., composed o f two 
lines, with a pearled linear ornament introduced between them, 
the frame extending entirely round the stamp, except where it 
is intercepted on the codes, top and bottom, by  the oval band. 
The spandrels are left plain, nor are there any letter blocks or 
plate numbers on the stamps.* ,

* Though the lines of this stamp are oosraely engraved, yet in general 
appearance it is satisfactory, and the tone o f colour pleasing. Hesan. De 
La Sue and Co., while not deviating from their regular standard, have 
wisely abandoned the meretricious style of ornamentation, which ao mnch 
disfigures the one hallpenny and three halfpenny stampa, and have suc
ceeded in producing a stamp superior in design to any that has appeared 
since the current twopenoe-halfpenny. Still the principal object of a 
portrait on a stamp has been lost sight of. The head on all the postage 
stampe ought to be identical, and that this is not the case, any one will 
perceive on comparing this stamp with those of 1880.
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Plate.— The plate is constructed similarly to that of the 
‘'O ne Penny, 1880,” consisting o f two panes o f 120 casts in 
each pane.

Paper.— The paper is the same as that introduced for the 
“  One Penny, 1880,” described supra, p. 166.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The colour of the impression is lilac, and 
essentially fugitive.

The g u m  and p e r f o r a t i o n  are identically the same as in t h e  

other stamps in Section III . o f similar size.
/Z  • Iİ ? -  JW- f  r/~

/ /Л  k W — . SYNOPSIS. ^S l-

Paper watermarked^vith “ Crown, 1880.”  Pert 14. 
f l  k* t ‘j '  _28th June, 1881. One penny, lilac.

Page 174, Ив» 16 from top. In the latest printed envelopes 
which we have seen of size C (6J by 3 inches), struck from 
dated diee (30 .4 .81 ), the number o f the working die is omitted. 
The вате probably occurs in the other sizes.

Page 176 n. The authorities seem to have at length dis
covered for themselves the troth o f our observation in the note 
to this page. New working dies have been constructed by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., in which the date plugs are no 
longer inserted, and a fresh numbering o f them has commenced, 
1, 2, 3, & C . This alteration, sectoring Idle stamp to what it 
originally was, save in the quality of the engraving of the 
border, may be safely said to he a gnat improvement so far as 
its appearance is concerned. W orking dies with the dates in
serted were last used on 13th May, 1881, on the envelopes 
stamped by the Commissioners o f Inland- Revenue for the 
use o f the Post-office. The dated dies are, however, still 
employed for stamping envelopes and paper brought in by the 
public.

Envelopes without dated dies were issued to the public oii 
let July, 1881.
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Ppge 184. Add to “  Synopsis ”—
(d) O f white,laid,,paper. D ie not numbered.

June, 1881. 5ţ by 8 inches.

Die I I — Envelopes o f plain paper ; straight-cut upper flaps, 
gummed, and without seal device on flap. Die not dated. One 
penny, pink. j ; ...

(a) Of white laid paper.
1st July, 1881. Two sizes :

1. 4$ by 2} inches,
2. 6$ by 8 „ ✓

(b) O f thick white laid paper,* s*j ш л . Д 4 u .
. . 3. 4f by ?b! inches. ✓

(c) Of azure wove paper > upftet.flap rooudeđ. V   ̂̂
! . .  -  4 .- S£ by 8J inches. • r 4 / ^  Unja.

к v '
Page 206, bottom line o f text but two, add to list :

“ Staiyp fraine measuring 21} mnv by 23 mm., size F.”

w* Ыжа*фя

Page 207. For some months past the size F o f the Regis
t r a t i o n  E n v e l o p e s  described in IIL  has been out of stock at 
the Post-office, but since the above pages were printed off has re
appeared with certain modifications in its construction and the 
legend, which will probably, so far as the mode of construction 
is concerned, be extended to such o f the other sizes as have 
hitherto been made up in  a similar, manner ; and the legend w ill 
doubtless be changed throughout the whole o f the five sizes 
issued by the Post-office. As the envelope was constructed, a 
serrated Beam ran horizontally along the reverse side, the side 
flaps being folded down upon the long flap o f the end opposite to 
that on which the stamp was impressed. As now constructed, the 
serrated edges are done away with, and the long flap is brought

* The paper of which this envelope is made is of very superior quality, 
and the “ ivbry finish” of the outer sidp shows the embossed bead to 
great advantage.

-f V e have not- yet seen this envelope, hnt have но donbt of its 
-onstonco. ‘ lx* t~. № 91 ■ )
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over the seam , which is secured by it as it extends to the two 
external edges. The printing o f the legend on the firont and the 
crossed lines is done previously to the Заре being closed down.

The inscription on the face is altered. The use o f Regis
tered” in a single-lined fram #« discontinued, and the envelope 
is headed “ Registered Letter” in large hlock lettering, fol
lowed by the legend in three lines, “ This Letter must be 
handed to an Officer o f the Post Office, and a Receipt obtained. 
I f  otherwise Posted there will be an Extra Charge on Delivery,” 
all in thick hlock letters. The frame enclosing the inaeription, 
“ The Stamp to pay the Postage must be placed here,” 
measuring 214  by 24 mm., béénpies the right upper corner a£ 
the front The addition of a penalty «lanse to the inscription, 
it w ill he seen, is the most striking', feature o f the new issue, 
which w ill no doubt he applied to all the other sizes as fresh 
printings take place. -1

The following addition must therefore he made at p. 207 :
IV .. Inscription in three Шив. Plain flap.. Plain seams.

Sise F. Stamp frame measuring 214 by 24 mm.July. 1881,
Page 237. In “ F iffe  lapu*? after (9).insert—

S (a) Paper, ifta, as in (2) ; top coroem only tapered.
\ One sto. IE h rt inohes, red-brown.

Page 330, line 8 from bottom. Omit "an d  the number o f 
words for which the stamp is applicable."

The design o f the exterior rectangular frame is identical in all 
the values with thè exception o t  the tablet inscribed with the 
value,1 hut the pattern o f the ornamentation and hack-ground of 
the interior is varied in. esek

CONCLUDERÒ NOTICE
Отта thanks are des to IL Upens fur tbs loan of nearly the w 
blocks which, by spsetaJ jsreiei» of tbs Commissionen ., _ r 
Revenue, bave been used for fflnstratiag this work. Ötben bava bswu lent 
to us by Messrs. A. Smith к Co. ; wbBe Mesara. Rwnberton, Wilson, к Co. 
hare contributed tbe plate of watermark*.

21« July, 1881.

of tbe
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PREFACE.
-----4-----

S hortly after the formation of tho Philatelic Society, London, 
its attention was directed to the Postage Stamps of Great Britain, 
and several o f the earliest meetings were devoted to their 
investigation.

The absence of sufficient data, added to the difficulty of 
obtaining reliable information with reference to circumstances 
which had taken place so many years previously, induced the 
Society to postpone the further consideration of the subject ; 
and it was not till 1879 that the then Secretary was requested 
to prepare a digest of such information as had in the meanwhile 
been collected, and submit it for further examination.

On resuming the enquiry, it became evident that the prepara
tion of a comprehensive list of the stamps involved much careful 
and minute attention. A general desire was also expressed 
liiat the work should not be confined to a mere catalogue, 
revised or annotated with such emendations as individual 
members of the Society might suggest at its meetings, 
but that an endeavour should be made to produce a more 
systematic and detailed history of tho various postage and 
telegraph stamps that have been issued, with an account of some 
of the almost unknown, but highly interesting, essays and 
designs which from time to time hail been produced during the 
gradual development of the British Postal System.

a
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The President was unanimously requested to undertake the 
authorship of such a work, hut at his request anothor member 
of the Society was associated with him in the task, and 
the papers in the Society’s possession were placed at their 
disposition.

At an early stage the Authors found that the subject entailed 
so much independent investigation, and opened out such a wide 
field of enquiry, that it was necessary to reconsider the entire 
scope of the contemplated work, which at their instance, and 
with the assent o f the Society, has assumed its present shape.

The volume makes no pretension to literary merit ; indeed its 
very nature involves a certain amount of repetition, not to say 
tautology. Many matters o f detail might possibly have been 
omitted without detriment, but as it was evident that the changes 
commenced in 1880 were only the precursors of others affecting 
the majority of the stamps in use, the Authors, warned by the 
difficulties attendant on their own researches, have recorded 
them, lest what now admitted of easy and accurate explanation 
should in a few years become difficult if not impossible to 
unravel.

While availing themselves of such materials as had already 
been collected, the Authors are entirely responsible for the facts 
stated in the following pages. Their sedulous endeavour has 
been to secure the greatest amount o f accuracy possible in this 
the first connected account of the postage and telegraph stamps 
of Great Britain, to attain which every stamp, unless otherwise 
stated, has been-described from the specimen itself. Care also 
has been taken to refer for information to none but primary 
sources, wherever such were accessible. Some delay has in 
consequence arisen, due partly to the lapse of time, which has 
removed the greater number of those who bore part in the 
original work, and compelled those who survive to consult 
books and other records for the details of transactions which
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had faded from their memory. In addition, all English and 
foreign publications containing any reference to the subject 
have been passed in review, and the Authors believe they have 
not omitted to collate and verify every statement to be gathered 
from these sources which would throw any further light on the 
matter.

The Authors have gratefully to acknowledge the aid that has 
been readily afforded to them by the General Post Office, 
by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, and by the former 
and present contractors for the supply of stamps ; and last, but 
not least, to express their recognition of the assistance rendered 
by their Colleagues of the Society, and more especially their 
great obligations to its energetic Secretary, Mr. Burnett, for 
his invaluable counsel and helps

In now dedicating these pages to the Philatelic Society of 
London, the Authors venture to express the hopo that their 
attempt to record some of the more interesting features con
nected with the issues of the postal and telegraph stamps of 
Great Britain will be deemed not altogether unworthy of the 
reputation of the oldest Society devoted to the Science,

F rederick A. P hilbrick , President.

W. A. S. W estoby.

July, ISSI.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N .

— ♦ —

CHAPTER 1.

THE OLD POST OFFICE SYSTEM,

The exclusive privilege of conveying letters by post, and of 
taking the revenues derived therefrom, has always been claimed 
by the sovereigns of England as a right belonging to them jure 
œronœ, and this royal right and privilege has not only been 
recognised from the earliest times, but has been confirmed by a 
course of successive legislation up to the present day. But 
though the Post Office thus grew up as a royal institution, yet, 
when its business was more fully developed, and its profits 
grew larger, its management was gradually assumed by the 
State, and it has been converted, whether rightly or wrongly, 
into a source of national revenue.

So far back as the reign of King John entries are to be found 
of payments to nuncii for the conveyance of Government 
despatches, and entries of like payments may be traced in an 
almost unbroken series through the records of many subsequent 
reigns. In the reign of Henry III. these messengers commenced 
to wear the royal livery, but were obliged to provide themselves 
with horses until the reign of Edward L, when posts* were

*  T h e  nam e to o k  its  o r ig in  from  th e  posts o r  posila p laced  at intervals 
a lo n g  th e  roads o f  th e R om an  E m pire, w here couriers were k ep t in  readi
ness to  carry  despatches a n d  in te llig en ce  on  b e h a lf o f  the State.



established where horses could be had on hire. In the employ
ment of these messengers may be traced the first germ of tho 
Post Office system in England ; for it is probable that the office 
of “ Master of tho Postes,” instituted by Henry VIII. early in 
the lGtli century (mentioned by Camden in his Annals), origi
nated in the supervision of them, and we find one Brian Tuke, 
afterwards Sir Brian, who was appointed to that office by Henry
V III., described as Magister nunciorum cursorum sive postarum. 
In 1545, Sir Brian Tuke was succeeded by Sir William Paget 
and John Mason, Esq., as joint Masters of the Posts under a 
similar designation ; but it does not appear that these posts were 
employed for any other purpose than for the conveyance o f 
Government despatches, and it was only by degrees that permis
sion to make use of them was extended to private individuals.

A  foreign post for the conveyance of letters from London to 
the Continent existed at the beginning of the 16th century, as 
the Flemings, says Stowe, in his Surveys of London, by long 
custom “  pretended a right to appoint a Master of the Strangers’ 
Post, and that they were in possession of from the year 1514.” 
They retained this privilege down to the year 1558, when 
disputes arose between the Flemings and Italians regarding the 
right of appointing a Postmaster. These disputes were referred 
to the Privy Council, and it was finally settled, in 1581, that tho 
Master of the Posts should have charge of both the English and 
foreign offices, under the title of “ Chief Postmaster.” This 
office was conferred by Queen Elizabeth on Thomas Randolph, 
who in 1567 had succeeded Sir John Mason as Master of tho 
Posts, and who had previously been much employed by tho 
Queen in her Scottish affairs.

Thomas Randolph was succeeded in the office of Chief Post
master by Sir J. Stanhope, afterwards Lord Stanhope ; and in 
1591 a royal proclamation was issued for “ redress of disorders 
in postes which convey and bring to and out of the parts beyond 
seas packets of letters,” and “  particularly to prevent the in
convenience both to our service and the lawfull trade of honest 
merchants, by prohibiting that no persons whatsoever should
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take upon them publicly or privately to procure, bring to, or 
carry out any packets or letters to or from the countries beyond 
the seas, except such our ordinary posts and messengers for these 
parts, as either by our Master of the Postes or the Masters of the 
Postes general of those countries reciprocally should be found 
nominated for that kind of service.” Command was also given 
to all mayors, sheriffs, justices, officers of customs, &c., “  to 
make diligent search of all mails, budgets, and other carriages 
of such disavowed carriers, messengers, or suspected persons, and 
all such so discovered to apprehend and stay.” ,

It is about this period that the first mention is found of 
packets sailing between Liverpool and Dublin, and Holyhead 
and Dublin.

Before the accession of James L, some towns in Scotland 
appointed special messengers to convey despatches to and from 
the Court ; but on his accession the increased intercourse 
between England and Scotland led to an improvement in the 
system of horse posts. Orders were issued for the regular 
supply of horses to all “  riding in post,” authorising the owner 
to charge 2£d. per mile for the hire of each horse besides the 
“  guide’s groats.” Horses were also to be kopt expressly for the 
conveyance of the government despatches, which were to be 
forwarded within a quarter of an hour of their arrival, and 
travel at the rate of not less than seven miles an hour in 
summer, and five in winter.

It would seem that, although the abuses complained of in the 
preceding reign, with regard to letters coming from abroad, had 
been in some measure remedied, yet it was not so with letters 
sent abroad. In 1619 James I. instituted the office of Post
master for foreign parts, who, according to Rushworth, “  should 
have the sole taking up, sending and conveying, of all packets 
and letters concerning his service or business to be despatched 
into forraigne parts, with power to grant moderate salaries and 
he conferred the office on “  Mathewe de Quester the elder, and 
Mathewe de Quester the younger.” This appointment was con
sidered by Lord Stanhope, the Chief Postmaster, as an inter



ference with his privileges, and the dispute was only settled in 
1632, after the accession of Charles I., by the retirement of 
Lord Stanhope, and the assignment of their office by the de 
Questers, under royal sanction, to William Frizell and Thomas 
Witherings, with prohibition to all others to intermeddle there
with “  at their utmost peril.”

It was in the year 1635 that, at the instance of Witherings, 
an attempt was nu de to establish some regular system of inland 
postage, though on a very limited scale. In that year Charles 
I* issued a proclamation ordering his postmaster for foreign 
parts, Thomas Witherings, to “  settle a post or two to run night 
and day between London and Edinburgh, to go thither and 
back again in six days,” and to take with them all such letters 
as should be directed to any post town in or near that road. 
Eight main postal lines throughout England were also authorised 
to be instituted. The rates o f postage to be charged were fixed 
at 2d. for a single letter for any distance under 80 miles, 4d. 
up to 140 miles, 6d. for any longer distance, and 8d. to any 
place in Scotland. It was also ordered that 2 Jd. per mile 
should be paid to the several postmasters for every single horse 
carrying the letters, evidently showing that the sole mode of 
conveyance contemplated was by persons riding on horseback. 
In a subsequent proclamation, issued two years later, a monopoly 
of letter carrying was established, wliich has been preserved 
ever since in all the subsequent legislation regulating the Post 
Office.

In 1640 Witherings, who held the appointments of both 
inland and foreign postmaster, was superseded in both these 
offices for abuse of trust,* and they were sequestered into the 
hands of Philip Burlamachy, a London merchant, who was 
appointed to act in his stead under the immediate oversight of 
the King’s principal Secretary of State.

* “  T h e  rem onstrance o f  the grievan ces o f  all H is M ajesty 's  posts in 
E n g la n d , togeth er w ith  the carryers and others, sustained by  th e  u n law fu ll 
projects  o f  T h om as W ith e r in g s ,"  addressed to  the H ouse o f  C om m on s in 
1640, m ay be foun d in  th e library o f  th e British  M useum .
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When the civil war broke out, the service, such as it was, 
was greatly interrupted. The monopoly of letter carrying, pro
claimed by Charles, gave great offence, and in 1642 a committee 
of the House of Commons was appointed to enquire into the 
matter, of which committee Edmund Prideaux, subsequently 
Attorney-General under the Commonwealth, was chosen chair
man. After no small amount of contention, Prideaux, in 1644, 
was appointed “  Master of the Posts, Couriers, and Messengers ’’ 
by an ordinance of both Houses of Parliament, and proved both 
an able and energetic officer. “  He established,” says Blackstone, 
“  a weekly conveyance o f letters to all parts of the country, 
thereby saving to the public the charge o f maintaining post
masters to the amount of £7,000 per annum.” For many years 
previously the establishment of the post had been a burden on 
the public purse; butin 1649, five years after his appointment, 
the net revenue reached £5,000.

In 1649 an attempt was made by the corporation of London 
to set up a rival Post Office for inland letters in opposition to 
that of the government ; but Prideaux, who had then become 
Attorney-General, invoked the aid of the Council of State, 
which decided that “  the office of postmaster is and ought to 
be in the sole power and disposal o f Parliament.” After this 
decision the corporation post was speedily suppressed, and the 
privilege of the sole right of conveying letters has never again 
been questioned.

In the year 1650 the practice of farming the Post Office 
revenues commenced, a practice which as regards some of the 
bye-posts was continued till the close of the last century. 
A t first the revenues were farmed for £5,000 ; but subsequently, 
up to 1659, they were farmed to Mr. John Manley for £10,000. 
After the accession of Charles II. they wore farmed for £21,500, 
and for a short period for double that amount ; but in the year 
1675 they were, by statute 15 Car. II. c. 14, settled by the 
king upon James Duke of York, afterwards James II., and 
when, on his accession, they reverted to, and again became 
attached to, the Crown, they had reached to £65,000 per annum.



Under the Protectorate, in 1656, an important statute was 
passed, which was afterwards re-enacted by 12 Car. II. c. 35. 
Ey this Act “  to settle the postage of Englaud, Scotland, and 
Ireland,” the Post Office was regularly established by authority 
of Parliament, and it was provided that there should be one 
Post Office, and one officer styled the “ Postmaster General for 
England and Comptroller of the Post Office,” who should have 
the horsing of all through posts and persons riding post. Rates 
of postage were fixed for English, Scotch, Irish, and foreign 
letters, which continued substantially in force until tho reign of 
Queen Anne, and the only non-governmental posts allowed to 
continue were those of the two Universities and the Cinque Ports.

In 1683 a Penny Post for the conveyance of letters and 
parcels between different parts of London and its suburbs was 
started by Robert Murray, an upholsterer, and subsequently 
assigned by him to William Docwray. By it all letters and 
parcels not exceeding a pound weight, or the value of £10, were 
conveyed within the city and suburbs for one penny, and for 
twopence within a circuit of ten miles. It appears, from the 
accounts given of it by Stowe, that district offices were opened 
in various parts of London, and receiving-houses were freely 
established. When its success became apparent, the Duke of 
York, on whom, as has been before mentioned, the Post Office 
revenues had been settled, complained of it as an encroachment 
on his rights. The case was brought before the Court of King's 
Bench, which decided that the new Post Office was an infraction 
of the privileges of the General Post Office and was part of 
the royal establishment, to which it was thereupon annexed. 
The Duke of York, however, appointed Docwray to the office 
of Controller of the District Post, an office which he appears to 
have held for some years. In 1694 a pension of £500 per 
annum was granted to him out of the revenues of the Post 
Office in recognition of his services ; but he does not seem to 
have enjoyed it long, as ho lost his office and emoluments in 
1698, on certain charges of mismanagement being brought 
against him.
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The London District Post, thus commenced, received legislative 
sanction in 1710 by the Act 9 Anne c. 10, and was improved 
in 1794.* The rates were increased in 1801, when it was made 
a Twopenny Post, and though the rates thus fixed ceased to he 
charged when the Act of 1839 came into operation, yet it 
continued to exist for several years after under the name of 
the London District Post, as an independent establishment

• B y  the A c t  9 A n n e  c. 10, th e charge o f  one p en n y  was authorised to 
be lev ied  on  all letters passing or  repassing b y  the carriage ca lled  the 
P en n y  Post, estab lish ed  and settled  w ith in  th e cities o f  L on d on  and 
"W estm inster and borou gh  o f  Southw ark, and parts adjacent, to  be received 
and delivered  w ith in  ten  E n glish  m iles d istan t from  th e  General L etter 
Office in  L on don .

In  1731, b y  A c t  4 Geo. II. c. 33, after re citin g  th at u pon  th e  app lication  
o f  the in habitan ts o f  several tow n s and places, w ith in  ten m iles, to  be 
a llow ed to pay the m essengere one pen n y on delivery , over an d  above the 
on e pen n y paid  on  p u ttin g  such  letters in  th e  post, th is ad d ition a l charge 
was authorised.

B y  5 Geo, I I I .  c. 25, th e w eigh t o f  letters or  packets passing b y  the 
P en n y P ost was lim ited  to 4oz., excep t in  respect o f  such letters or packets 
as had first com e th rou gh  the G eneral Post Office.

B y  an A c t  passed in 1794 an add ition a l ia te  o f  one p en n y  was m ade 
ch argeable on  letters con v ey ed  fremi places b ey on d  the c ities o f  L on d on  
a n d  W estm in ster and  the borou gh  o f  Sou th w ark , in  lik e  m anner as 
letters to these places h ad  been p rev iously  charged w ith  an add ition a l 
p en n y . I t  was a lso m ade op tion a l for persons sen d in g  letters to  pay the 
postage on p ostin g  them , or n ot, as th ey  th ou g h t proper, excep t w hen the 
letters were to  g o  b y  the general or foreign  m ails, in w hich  case th e  pre
p aym en t was m ade com pulsory .

In  1801, b y  41 Geo. I I I .  c. 7, an add ition a l charge o f  on e  pen n y was 
im posed  on a ll letters delivered  b y  th e  P en n y  P ost w ith in  th e  tow n  
delivery , and th e Penny Post becam e th e  T w op en n y  Post. In  1805, b y  
A c t  45 Geo. I I I .  c . 11, the rate for  letters de livered  b eyon d  the lim its  o f  
th o  cities o f  L on d on  and W estm in ster and  the borou gh  o f  S outhw ark  
was raised to 3d.

In  1831 th e lim its  o f  th e T w op en n y P ost were ex ten d ed  to  all places 
w ith in  three m iles o f  the General P ost Office, and  at the sam e tim e letters 
to  be delivered b y  th e general or foreign p ost were exem pted  from  the tw o
p en n y  rates i f  posted  w ith in  the said lim its . T w o  years afterw ards the 
lim its  were again  extended  to  places n o t exceed in g  tw elve m iles from  the 
G eneral P ost O ffice, and  so rem ained u n til the A ct  o f  1839 cam e in to  
operation .



separate from the General Post Office,* chiefly owing to the 
difficulties dependent upon the status of the officials of all 
classes in the two establishments. These difficulties were at 
length overcome, and the Metropolis having been subdivided 
into postal districts, the Twopenny Post, which since 1840 had 
ceased to exist except in name, was merged in the General 
Post, f

According to Chambers, + the first legislative enactment for a 
Scottish Post Office was passed in 1695, prior to which time the 
posts out of Edinburgh had been few and irregular. About 
1700 the posts between the capitals Avere so frequently robbed 
near the Border that Acts were passed, both by the Parliament 
of England and that of Scotland, making robbery of the post 
punishable with death and confiscation of moveables. About 
the year 1750 the mails began to be conveyed from stage to 
stage by relays of fresh horses, and to the principal places by post
boys ; but the greater part were still carried by fooErunners. In 
April, 177G, the modern stage-coach was introduced into Scotland, 
performing the journey from London to Edinburgh in sixty 
hours. It was in the same year that the first Penny Post was 
established in Edinburgh by Peter Williamson, a native of 
Aberdeen ; but his success soon induced others to attempt 
similar undertakings, when the authorities of the General Post 
Office, seeing the importance o f this branch of business as a

* Although the name of “ Twopenny Post ” ceased to exist officially, yet 
letters posted at the receiving-houses of the District Post, the adhesive 
stamps on which were not obliterated there, were post-marked with the 
old T. P. hand-stamp.

t  By a report of a commission of inquiry into the establishment, made 
in June, 1854, it was recommended that the Inland Office and the London 
District Office should be combined on a plan suggested by the Com
missioners. This amalgamation, having been approved by the Lords of 
the Treasury, by a minute dated 28th July, 1854, was commenced to be 
carried into effect by Lord Canning, then Postmaster General ; but was 
not completed till after the appointment of the Duke of Argyll, who 
succeeded him in November, 1855, and under whom the division of the 
Metropolis into postal districts was carried into effect in 1856.

X Chambers’ Encyclopaedia, Post Office.
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source of revenue, gave Williamson a pension for the goodwill, 
and the Penny Post was attached to the general establish
ment.

On the 7th July, 1788, a direct mail between London and 
Glasgow was established. Previously to this the correspondence 
had passed through Edinburgh, where it wa8 detained twelve 
hours.

But little is known of the early history of the Irish Post 
Office. As has been stated before, there is a mention of vessels 
plying between Liverpool and Dublin, and Holyhead and 
Dublin, in the reign o f Queen Elizabeth ; and in the reign of 
Charles I. packets between Chester and Dublin, and between 
Milford Haven and Waterford, conveyed government dispatches. 
After the Kestoration, the rate of letter postage between London 
and Dublin was fixed at 6d.

Early in the reign of Queen Anne, in the year 1705, an Act 
was passed amending the laws then governing the Post Office ; 
but in the year 1710 the whole law was completely remodelled 
by the Act 9 Anne c. 10, which continued to be the basis of all 
future legislation down to the year 1837. By its provisions a 
General Post and Letter Office was established within the city 
of London, from whence all letters and packets whatsoever 
“  may be with speed and expedition sent into any part of the 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to North America and 
the West Indies, or any other of Her Majesty’s dominions, or 
any country or kingdom beyond the seas, and at which office all 
returns and answers may likewise be received.” Chiéf offices 
were established in Edinburgh, Dublin, New York, and in one 
of the Leeward Islands, and the whole were put under the 
control of an officer to be appointed by Her Majesty under the 
great seal by the name and style of “  Her Majesty’s Postmaster 
General.” Bates of postage were settled under the Act for 
letters and packets within the British dominions, and also for 
letters to foreign parts. Authority was also given to erect cross
posts or stages, so that all parts of the country might have equal 
advantages as far as was practicable.



It does not appear that much was done in the way of establish
ing cross-posts until the year 1720, when Ralph Allen, Deputy 
Postmaster for Bath, proposed to the Government to establish a 
cross-post between Exeter and Chester by way of Bristol, 
Gloucester, and Worcester. He further proposed a complete 
reconstruction of the cross-post system, and by his repre
sentations of the advantages which would result from its 
adoption, he induced the Government to grant him a lease for 
life of all the cross-posts which should bo established, at a rental 
o f £6,000 a year. The enterprise proved highly remunerative, 
and at his death, in 1769, when the whole came under the 
control of the Postmaster General, the system had been extended 
over the greater part of the country.*

The rates of postage fixed by the Act of Queen Anne con
tinued in force till the passing of the Act 5 Geo. III. c. 25, by 
which they were fixed at Id. for a single letter under fifteen 
miles, 2d. under forty miles, 3d. under eighty miles, and so on. 
By this Act, sect. 2, authority was given to the Postmaster 
General to establish Penny Posts in other cities or towns, or the 
suburbs thereof, within the United Kingdom, similar to that 
existing in London, where such posts might be deemed by him 
to be advisable. The Act also conferred the exclusive right of 
conveying and collecting such letters and packets within the 
district so soon as a Penny Post was established to serve it. It 
also provided that all letters and packets brought by the 
inland or foreign post to the General Post Office in London, for 
delivery at any place beyond the limits of these departments of 
the General Post Office, and within the limits of a Penny Post 
Office, should be conveyed and delivered by the latter, and 
should be charged one penny for such delivery in addition to 
the rate of postage due to the General Post Office.

The powors thus granted were extensively employed. In 
1835 there wore 1,035 Penny Posts in England, 225 in Scot

* When the “ Bye Letter Office ” was abolished in 1799, and its manage
ment transferred to the General Post Office, the profits had readied to the 
yearly suur of £200,000.
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land, and 197 in Ireland. Many of these were established in 
and about largo towns, such as Liverpool, Birmingham, &c. 
The principle which for the most part guided the Postmaster 
General in authorising them, was to select towns and populous 
neighbourhoods not situated in the direct line o f general post 
conveyances, which were desirous of obtaining greater facilities 
of communication, provided that the establishment of such 
Penny Post would not prejudicially alfect the General Post, 
and that there existed a reasonable expectation that it 
would yield sufficient to pay for its maintenance. This it was 
considered would be the case, if it could be shown that the 
receipts on its first establishment would suffice to cover two- 
thirds of the expenses.

Besides these there were other auxiliary posts, called “ Guarantee 
Posts,” by means of which parties in the country might obtain 
any such additional accommodation as they might desire, on con
senting to bear the additional expense. Many Penny Posts 
existed for some years after the establishment o f the General 
Penny Post, and letters are frequently found among old cor
respondence post-marked with the particular Геппу Post through 
which they passed. These hand-stamped impressions were in 
blue, black, or red ink, the latter being used when the rate had 
been paid on posting. When the General Post extended its 
system by multiplying free deliveries, these smaller posts 
gradually fell before it, and entirely died out about the same 
period as that which witnessed the absorption of the Two
Penny Post by the General Post.

One of the greatest reforms of the postal arrangements during 
the last century was due, not to legislation, but to individual 
talent and enterprise. Up to that period the conveyance of the 
greater part of the mails was entrusted to postboys, riding on 
horseback. The letter-bags were ordinarily stowed away in a 
malle or valise strapped to the saddle, and the letters could 
scarcely have been very numerous, as Mr. Tegg relates that, so 
late as the 22nd February, 1779, an advertisement appeared, 
stating that the postboy carrying the mail had been robbed by



two foot-pads, with crape over their faces, of the whole mail, 
containing the bags for Liverpool, Manchester, Wigan, Chester, 
and thirty other towns, besides the Irish mail.

In the year 1783, Mr. John Palmer, the manager of the Bath 
and Bristol theatres, and a native of the former place, submitted 
to Mr. Pitt, who was then Prime Minister, a lengthy report, in 
which he propounded a scheme for remedying the existing 
glaring defects in the postal arrangements, by substituting 
coaches for the conveyance of the mails in place of the method 
then adopted. To lend to the scheme the prospect of a financial 
success, he endeavoured to show that, if his proposals were 
carried out, the revenues of the Post Office would be augmented, 
and that the public would gladly pay an additional charge for 
an efficient service. The proposals were referred to the officials 
of the Post Office, who in their zeal to smother the scheme 
seem to have outrun their discretion, and to have raised so 
many wild objections that they overstated their case. They 
concluded, however, by pronouncing the plan to be impossible, 
and it is not at all improbable that for this very reason Mr. 
Pitt, who did not know the meaning of the word, believing 
that the scheme was not only practicable, but would turn out to 
be profitable, determined that it should be tried. On the 24th 
July, 1784, the Secretary to the Post Office issued the following 
notice :—

“  His Majesty’s Postmasters General* being inclined to make 
an experiment for the more expeditious conveyance of mails of 
letters by stage coaches, machines, &c., have been pleased to 
order that a trial shall be made upon the road between London 
and Bristol, to commence at each place on Monday, the 2nd of 
August next,” &c. &c.

The coach did not, however, start till the 24th August,f  per

* The Earl of Taukcrville and the Hon. H. Carteret. From the year 
1690 down to 1823 there had ordinarily heen two Postmasters General ; 
but in the latter year the joint postmaster generalship was abolished.

t  Mr. Lewins, from whose work much of the above account is taken, 
says the 8tli August ; but as this was a Sunday, we have consequently 
adopted the date given in other histories of the period.
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forming the journey between London and Lath in fourteen 
hours, and to Bristol in fifteen, the other coach from Bristol to 
London reaching the latter place in sixteen hours, notwith
standing that the Post Office officials had just declared it was an 
impossibility to bring the Bath mail to London in sixteen or 
eighteen hours. On the same day Mr. Palmer was installed at 
the Post Office, under the title o f Controller-General, in order to 
carry out his system, under which the punctuality, speed, and 
security of the post were greatly increased, and its revenues 
proportionately augmented.

The system thus inaugurated was gradually extended through
out the kingdom, until it was in its turn superseded by the 
development of railways, and the consequent establishment of 
travelling post-vans on the principal lines.

The introduction of the mail-coach system was the occasion 
of adding a further charge of one penny on each single letter, 
which was done by Act 24 Geo. III. c. 37. Mr. Pitt, in proposing 
the increase, said that the “  changes he had to propose would by 
no means reduce the number sent. It was idle to suppose that 
the public would grumble at having to pay just one penny 
additional for valuable letters safely and expeditiously con
veyed," an argument which appears somewhat curious when 
read by the light of those made use of in 1837.

The rates were again raised in 1797 and in 1805. In 1812 
a further augmentation took place, and the rates then fixed 
continued to exist with but trifling changes up to the 5th 
December, 1839, when the uniform rate of 4d. was introduced. 
The following are the inland rates immediately prior to that 
period, on a letter consisting of a single sheet under one ounce 
in weight.

Prom any Post Office in England or Wales to any place not
exceeding 15 miles . . . * . . 4d.
Above 15 miles, and not exceeding 20 miles . 5d.

„  2 0  „ „  30 „  . . 6d.

ОCO »  50 „  . . 7d.
»  50 „ OC о • 8d.
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Above 80 miles, and not exceeding 120 miles .
„  120 „  „  170
„  170 „  „  230
„  230 „  „  300

9d,
lOd.
l id .
12d.

And so on in proportion, the postage increasing progressively 
Id. for every single letter for every additional distance of 100 
miles. No letter was to be rated higher than a treble letter, 
unless it should be one ounce in weight ; and all letters of one 
ounce to be rated as four single letters, and every £ ounce 
in excess as a single letter. Scotch letters were taxed with an 
additional id ., which had been imposed as an extra charge on 
letters conveyed by a mail conveyance with more than two 
wheels, thus making the postage from London to Edinburgh 
Is. l jd . for a single letter, 2s. 3d. for a double one, and so on.

The privilege formerly enjoyed by members of the legislature 
of franking and receiving letters free was first claimed by the 
House of Commons in 1660, when a clause was inserted in a 
Post Office Bill o f that year, but was struck out by the House 
of Lords, most probably because no mention had been made in 
it that the letters of that branch of the legislature should also 
pass free. However, Charles II. granted the privilege to 
members o f both Houses by a warrant issued to the Post
master General, and similar warrants were issued in successive 
reigns, until the right of franking became the subject of 
legislative enactment. As at first authorised, the privilege was 
open to abuse ; for though the weight of each letter was not to 
exceed two ounces, yet there was no limitation as to numbers, 
and as it was only necessary that the cover should bear the 
signature of a member, he frequently supplied his friends with 
whole packets at a time. The abuse o f the system had so 
increased that in 1763 it was made the subject of Parliamentary 
investigation, and in the following year, as а means of putting a 
check on the evil, it was enacted, by 4 Geo. III. c. 24, that the 
whole of the address should be in the handwriting of the 
member, and his signature appended. This did not wholly cure 
the evil, and in 1784 it was further enacted that, as an additional
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check, all franks should be dated, and the name o f the post 
town from which the letter was intended to be sent, and the 
day and month, should be written in full, and that the letters 
should be posted on the day they bore date.

In 1795 it was provided that letters franked by members of 
the legislature should not exceed one ounce in weight, and that 
no member should receive more than fifteen each day, nor frank 
more than ten. The privilege remained in force until the 
passing of the Act 2 and 3 Viet, c, 52, when it was abolished, 
and strict limits were placed on official franking.

So long as newspapers were taxed they Avere conveyed with
out charge by the Post Office. A duty of Id. was first imposed 
in June, 1712. In that year Queen Anne sent a message to the 
House of Commons complaining of the “  publication o f seditious 
papers and factious rumours, by which means designing men 
had been able to sink credit, and the innocent had suffered.” 
A committee of the House was appointed to consider how this 
evil could be remedied, and a tax was suggested as the best 
means of curbing these abuses of the liberty of the press. In 
1724 the duty was changed to one penny on every sheet 
of certain dimensions, and a halfpenny on every half sheet. 
On the 28th May, 1776, the duty was raised to l|d., and on 
the 12th August, 1789, to 2d. In 1794 it was increased to 2£d., 
and in May, 1797, to 3|d. The highest rate reached was in 
1815, when the duty was fixed at 4d. In 1836, by Act 6 and 
7 Will. IV . c. 76, the duty was reduced to one penny for each 
sheet o f a certain size, and a halfpenny for a supplement, as will 
be noticed hereafter, until it was finally abolished in 1855, 
though retained optionally for postal purposes until the year
1870.



CHAPTER II,

THE N E W  POST OFFICE SYSTEM.

I s  order to trace the origin of the change etle eted in the Post 
Office system in 1839, it will be necessary to cast a retrospective 
glance at the general state of society in England at that period. 
A  few years previously the Reform Bill had been carried by the 
force of public opinion. An agitation commenced against the 
“ Taxes on Knowledge” had, in 1836, resulted in a large 
reduction in the tax on newspapers, and it was clear that the 
remainder of that tax was doomed, and that the abolition of 
the excise duty on paper was only a question of time. The 
Penny Magazine and other cheap periodical literature had been 
started, and had met with well-merited success. A  system of 
education, commenced in 1834, had received further develop
ment, and had been organized under the direction of a Com
mittee of the Privy Council ; it was said on all sides that the 
“  schoolmaster was abroad.” Everything was to be done for the 
million, who made their voices heard above those of the upper 
ten thousand. Eurther than this, the manufacturing and com
mercial industries of this country were expanding ; some of the 
principal lines of railway had been opened, and increased 
facilities of locomotion had promoted greater intercourse among 
the people. As the railways advanced and extended their iron 
roads over the country, the coaches which conveyed the mails 
were gradually dwindling away before them. A  travelling 
Post Office had been put on the Grand Junction Railway 
between Birmingham and Liverpool on the 1st July, 1837, and 
it seemed that, in face of what the railways would be able to 
carry, the weight of the mails was no longer a matter to be
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taken into account. Many departments of the State had 
heen remodelled and improved ; it would have heen strange, 
therefore, if the Post Office, which by its high charges so 
fettered social intercourse and business transactions, had been 
suffered to escape from becoming the subject of enquiry. 
Yet up to the year 1833 “ the Post Office was regarded by 
the public as a vast and mysterious but nearly perfect 
machine.” *

In that year Mr. Wallace entered Parliament as member for 
Greenock, and almost immediately commenced a series of 
attacks on the Post Office. Among his first recommendations 
was the substitution of a charge by weight in lieu of the 
absurd and troublesome mode of charging by sheet, which not 
only rendered every enclosure subject to an additional rate, 
but involved the examination of each letter by the officials 
aided by a strong light. In the succeeding sessions of Parlia
ment Mr. Wallace advocated other reforms, and was constantly 
on the watch to detect abuses and to direct public attention to 
the anomalies and evils of the existing system. Further, he 
urged the appointment of a Committee of Inquiry into the 
management of the Post Office, which was subsequently granted 
by the Government.

But Mr. Wallace was not the only Post Office reformer of the 
day. As early as 1830 Mr. Charles Whiting, the well-known 
printer, of Beaufort House, Strand, submitted a proposal to the 
Government for the issue of stamped bands to frank a certain 
quantity of printed matter. Later on Mr. Charles Knight, 
the publisher of the Penny Magazine, and the works produced 
under the direction of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, suggested the use of stamped covers, but nothing 
was in reality effected ; while the Government, which was 
quietly receiving a million and a half of net revenue from the 
Post Office, was indisposed to try any experiments which might 
by any possibility jeopardize the receipts, or to initiate any

* Life of Sir Rowland Hill, vol. i. p. 529.
c



reform for which it did not appear that an absolute necessity 
existed.*

At length, in the year 1836, Rowland Hill, the son of the 
master of a school near Birmingham, and himself a schoolmaster 
and teacher of mathematics through all his early years, turned 
his attention to the defects of the existing postal system, and 
soon arrived at a conviction that it not only ought to be, but 
that it was capable of being, reformed. Firm in this conviction, 
and gifted with great perseverance, united to considerable 
powers of organization, he collected with infinite pains such an 
amount of information as satisfied his own mind that cheaper 
postage might be conceded to the public without risk of ultimate 
loss to the revenue. In January, 1837, he embodied his views 
and the results of his investigations in the form of a pamphlet, 
Post Office Reform : its Importance and Practicability. This 
pamphlet was distributed amongst personal friends, members of 
the Government and officials, and such members of Parliament 
and others as were likely to take an interest in the question. 
Rowland Hill, however, soon found out the truth of the 
aphorism, “  that all great reforms take their rise in pressure 
from without, not from within.”  Accordingly, in February, 
1837, another edition of the pamphlet was published and issued 
to the public under the title of Post Office Reform (Second 
Edition). The following brief sketch of the leading arguments 
he employed therein is taken from Chambers’s Book o f Days :+

He saw that the cost to the Post Office of a letter was 
divisible into three branches; first, that of receiving it and 
preparing it for the journey, which under the regime then 
existing was troublesome enough, as the postage varied not

* As instance of this may he cited, that when Colonel Maberly, the 
Secretary to the Post Office, proposed to the Lords of the Treasury to 
charge the postage according to the exact distance between the places 
where the letter was posted and delivered, and not according to the 
circuitous routes that the Post Office, for its own convenience, chose to 
send it, the concession was refused on the ground that it would probably 
entail a loss of £80,000 a year.

f  C h a m b e r s ’s Book oj Days. Edition 1866. Vol. i. p, SO.
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only in proportion to the distance it had to travel, but also 
according as it was composed of one or more sheets of paper, 
even the minutest enclosures being treated as extra sheets, 
and subjecting it to double or triple postage. The duty of 
examining each letter, taxing it, and writing its proper postage 
upon it, was also a complicated transaction, occupying much 
time and labour ; and he showed that each item of the charges 
in this first branch was exorbitant. The second branch was 
the cost of transit from Post Office to Post Office, and this 
expense, even for so great a distance as from London to Edin
burgh, proved on careful examination to be no more than the 
ninth part of a farthing. The third branch was the cost of 
delivering the letter and receiving the postage, more than four- 
fifths of the letters then circulating being sent by the writers 
unpaid. He accordingly addressed himself to the simplification 
of the various processes. If, instead of charging according to 
the number of sheets or scraps of paper, a weight could be fixed, 
below which a letter, whatever were its contents, should only 
bear a single rate, much trouble would be spared to the Office, 
while an unjust mode of taxation would be abolished. But if 
the alteration rested there, a great source of labour to the Office 
would yet have remained, because the postage on each letter 
would still have to be augmented in proportion to the distance 
it had to travel. When, however, he had ascertained that the 
difference between the cost of transit in the case of a letter 
delivered at a distance of a mile from the office at which it was 
posted, and one posted in London and delivered in Edinburgh, 
was the insignificant fraction of a farthing, it became obvious 
that it was “  a nearer approximation to perfect justice to pass 
over this petty inequality than to tax it even to the extent of 
the smallest coin of the realm and a uniform rate followed 
as a necessary consequence. With regard to the third head, all 
that could be done for lessening the cost attendant on the 
delivery of the letter and the receipt of the postage, was to 
devise some plan of prepayment which should be acceptable to 
the public, so long accustomed to throw the cost of corre

li 2



spondenco on the receiver of the letter, and not on the sender. 
It was also necessary that any such plan should avoid charging 
the duty of collecting the postage on the Receiving Office, and 
at the same time should relieve the letter-carriers attached to the 
Distributing Office.

It is by no means surprising that the scheme of reform thus 
portrayed by Rowland Hill, supported as it was by irrefutable 
facts and arguments, should commend itself to the minds of the 
public, whose sympathy was actively enlisted in its support. 
The Government nevertheless, backed up by the authorities at 
the Post Office, regarded it as all but impracticable; and the 
Earl of Lichfield, then Postmaster-General, went so far as to 
say, in the House of Lords, that “ of all the wild and visionary 
schemes he had ever heard or read of, this was the most 
extraordinary."

At the time that Rowland Hill’s pamphlet was published, 
the Committee of Post Office Inquiry, composed o f Lord 
Duncannon (afterwards the Earl of Bessborough), Mr. H. 
Labouchere (afterwards Lord Taunton), and the present Duke 
of Somerset (then Lord Seymour), was holding its sittings for 
the purpose of examining into the condition of the “ Twopenny 
Post." Before this Committee Mr. Hill gave evidence, and 
from the ninth report of the Commissioners, dated 7th July, 
1837, it is evident that his views made considerable impression 
upon them. Not only did the Commissioners recommend the 
adoption of a uniform letter rate of one penny for letters 
under one ounce in weight throughout the metropolitan district 
of twelve miles round the General Post Office, which they con
sidered might with advantage be increased to fifteen, but they 
made it the condition of the enjoyment of this reduction in the 
rate, that letters not exceeding one ounce, in weight should be 
enclosed in stamped covers or envelopes of one penny ; and 
exceeding that weight, and up to six ounces, in similar covers 
or envelopes of twopence. They further recommended that 
these covers should be prepared by the Government, and sold to 
the public “  without any additional charge beyond the respective
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duties of Id. and 2d. ; whilst labels might also be prepared of 
such a form that they could be attached to other envelopes or 
covers of any size or description. ” *

The Commissioners made their report, as before mentioned, 
on 7th July, 1837, and on the 23rd November following Mr. 
Wallace moved for a Committee of the House of Commons—

“ To inquire into the present rates and inodes of charging 
postage, with a view to such a reduction thereof as may be 
made without injury to the revenue ; and for this purpose to 
examine especially into the mode recommended for charging 
and collecting postage, in a pamphlet published by Mr. Rowland 
Hİ1L” ' * “

The Committee was nominated four days after, but did not 
commence its sittings until Parliament reassembled in February, 
1838, when Mr. Wallace was chosen chairman, and thence
forward “ concentrated his indefatigable efforts upon the work.” +

For the purpose of collecting evidence to be laid before the 
Parliamentary Committee in favour of the plan, “  the Mercan
tile Committee on Postage ” was organized. This body, composed 
of some of the leading merchants in London, under the 
presidency of Mr. Joshua Bates, of the house of Baring 
Brothers, raised a large sum of money for defraying the 
expenses of pressing the question on the attention of

* Ninth Report of Commissioners, Ac., 1837, voi. xxxiv. part i. page 
433.

A great deal of controversial discussion has arisen as to how far Sir 
Rowland Hill was the author of the idea, or the inventor, of adhesive 
postage stamps or labels, on which, however, it is no part of our business 
to enter. The invention of stamped covers could certainly not be claimed 
by him or Mr. Knight, as they had been used nearly twenty years pre
viously in Italy. Possibly also the idea of employing adhesive postage 
stamps was not that of Sir Rowland Hill exclusively ; but whether this 
be so or not, it would not detract one atom from his merits as the great 
postal reformer, who gave substantiality to ideas that were even to his 
own mind when proposed to the Commissioners very crude, and who 
initiated a system with which his name will be connected as long as the 
world lasts.

f  See Life of Sir Rowland Hill, vol. i, page 295.



Parliament Ъу petitions, public meetings, and the wide dis
semination of information of all kinds bearing upon the 
proposed plan. The Parliamentary Committee sat sixty-three 
days, concluding its sittings in August. The Committee heard 
evidence, not only from the Postmaster-General, and all the 
principal officers of the Post Office and Stamp Departments, but 
also from Mr. Rowland Hill,* and eighty-three independent 
witnesses of various pursuits and grades, the greater part of 
whom were produced by Mr. W . H. Ashurst, who acted as 
solicitor and parliamentary agent to the Mercantile Committee, 
and published a summary of the evidence given in support of 
the plan, which went through two editions in 1838;+ and it 
need scarcely be said that the great bulk of testimony was in 
favour of a complete and sweeping change. ̂

On the question of a uniform rate the Committee was 
equally divided in opinion, and it was only carried by the 
casting vote of the Chairman. A  uniform rate of twopence 
per half-ounce was affirmed by an equally close division, a penny 
rate having been rejected by six to three. The report of the 
Committee, drafted by Mr. Warburton, was presented to the

2 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

* In Household Words, August 1st, 1857, Mr. Charles Dickens humor
ously relates how, “ before the Committee, the ‘ Circumlocution Office’ and 
Mr. Rowland Hill were perpetually in conflict on questions of fact, and it 
invariably turned out that Mr. Rowland Hill was right in his facts, and 
that the * Circumlocution Office ’ was always wrong.”

f  Facts and Reasons in Support of Mr. R. Hill's Plan for a Universal 
Penny Postage. By W. H. Ashurst. London, 1838.

X As a practical illustration of the anomalous effects of the system of 
charging the postal rates under the then existing conditions of the law, Mr. 
Henry Cole (afterward Sir H. Cole, x.c. n. ), who acted as Honorary Secretary 
to the Mercantile Committee, and Editor of the Post Circular, passed 
through the Post a Lilliputian letter enclosed in a cover, weighing 
altogether seven grains ; but which, being composed of two separate 
pieces of paper, was charged as a double letter. At the same time he sent 
through the Post a huge letter, consisting of a single sheet measuring 35 by 
23 inches ; but which, being just under one ounce in weight, was only 
charged with a single rate. The originals of these were produced before 
the Parliamentary Committee ; but facsimiles showing the gross absurdity 
of the practice were distributed by the Mercantile Committee.
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House in March, 1839, and in substance stated, that as regards 
the scheme proposed by Mr. Row’land Hill, the strange and 
startling facts brought forward by him had been borne out by 
the evidence, and they gave their opinion that the rates of 
postage were so high as materially to interfere with trade and 
commerce ; that illicit means were employed to evade the 
payment of these heavy charges ; and that all classes, for the 
same reason, sought to correspond free of postage when possible ; 
and that altogether the existing state of things acted most 
prejudicially to commerce, and to the social habits and moral 
condition of the people.

The Committee, amongst other conclusions they arrived at, were 
of opinion that the principle of a low, uniform rate was just in 
itself, and when combined with prepayment and collection by 
stamps would be exceedingly convenient, and highly satisfactory 
to the public.

As regarded the rate of charge, the Committee further 
reported that in their opinion the establishment of a penny rate 
would not, after a temporary depression, result in any ultimate 
loss to the revenue. As, however, the terms of their appoint
ment precluded them from recommending any plan which 
involved an immediate loss, they restricted themselves to sug
gesting a uniform twopenny rate.

As soon as the Session o f 1839 commenced, the Mercantile 
Committee was again at work, and public meetings were held in 
various large towns in support of the scheme. Up to July of 
that year no less than 2,007 petitions, bearing 262,809 signatures, 
were presented to Parliament, many of which were from public 
bodies, the Common Council of the City of London being 
amongst the number.

Mr. Hill also contributed his share to the work by issuing, 
on the 13th June, 1839, a paper “ On the Collection of Postage 
by means of Stamps,” in which he indicated the kinds of stamps 
he considered it would be best to employ ; and this he followed 
up by another paper on the 1st July, entitled, “ Facts and Esti
mates as to the Increase of Letters,” in which he predicted that



the result would in the first year show at least an addition of 
fivefold to the number of letters then passing through the Post.*

Although the scheme was neither patronized by the Govern
ment nor by the Opposition, and was discountenanced by the 
whole body of the Post Office authorities, yet in presence of the 
manifest will of the public the Government could no longer 
resist the pressure from without. Accordingly, on the 5th July, 
1839, Mr. Spring Rice, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, moved 
that the House resolve itself into Committee on the Post Office 
Acts. He then explained, that though the Select Committee had 
suggested a twopenny rate, he intended to propose one of a 
penny, because he had been convinced by the arguments and 
evidence laid before that Committee, that the latter expedient 
would involve less loss to the revenue than the former, and he 
concluded by moving a resolution on which to ground a Bill to 
carry this into effect. On the bringing up of the report, the 
resolution was opposed, but was carried by a majority of up
wards of 100, and the Bill passed through its various stages 
without encountering much further opposition either in the 
House of Commons or the House of Lords, receiving the Koyal 
assent on the 17th August, 1839, when it took its place in the 
Statutes at large of the Eealm as 2 and 3 Viet,, c. 52, and is 
intituled, “ An Act for the further Regulation of the Duties on 
Postage until the 5th day of October, 1841.’’ +

The Act, after reciting that it was expedient to reduce the 
present rates o f inland postage on letters to one uniform rate 
of one penny charged on every letter of a given weight, pro-

♦ See Post Circular for 1839.
f  When Parliament was prorogued on the 27th August Her Majesty, in 

her speech on the occasion, referred to the Act in these terms : “  It has 
been with much satisfaction that I have given my consent to a reduction 
of the postage duties. I trust that the Act which lias passed on this 
subject will be a relief and encouragement to trade, and that by facilitat
ing intercourse and correspondence it will be productive of much social 
advantage and improvement. I have given directions that the preliminary 
steps should be taken to give effect to the intention of Parliament as soon 
as the inquiries and arrangements required for this purpose shall have 
been completed.”
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ceeded to authorize the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, 
hy W arrant under the hands of three or more of them, to fix  
the rates, and whether the charge was to he paid on posting the 
letter or on its receipt, until the 5th October, 1841, ten days’ 
notice in the London Gazette being given of the rates and of 
any change therein ; and full powers were given to alter and 
reduce the rates o f postage. The privilege of franking was 
taken away from membeis of both Houses of Parliament, and 
official franking was to be exercised under strict regulations. 
Power was also given to the Lords of the Treasury to issue 
stamped paper and covers for letters, and to provide stamps and 
dies. The duties were constituted stamp duties, and placed 
under the care and control of the Commissioners of Stamps and 
Taxes, and many other provisions wtg-e made by the Act which 
it is not necessary to notice ; but in effect the whole law on the 
subject was amended, and in substance forms the legal basis on 
which the Post Office as at present constituted is regulated.*

The measures which the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 
adopted for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the 
Act will form the subject of the next chapter j but before enter
ing upon these it will be useful to follow the course of legislation 
down to the present day, so far as it may be necessary to show 
what the Post Office really is, and in what its functions consist.

On the 10th August, 1840, the Act 3 and 4 Viet. c. 96, 
intituled “  An Act for the regulation of the Duties of Postage,” 
received the Royal assent By this Act the charges, which by 
the former Act had been only authorized to be made temporarily, 
were rendered perpetual, and further regulations made as to the 
duties on letters and newspapers, whether inland, colonial, ship, 
or foreign. Double rates were imposed on all letters not 
prepaid and on those deficiently paid to the extent of the 
deficiency. Proper and sufficient dies for the rates of one penny 
and twopence, and any other rates or duties of any other value

* The Board of Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes was in 1849 united 
with that of the Commissioners of Excise, and consolidated into one 
Board under the denomination of the “ Commissioners of Inland Revenue."



or amount as might be decided by the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury were authorized to be provided. Heavy penalties 
were imposed on forgers, and persons using stamps fraudulently ; 
provisions were made for the sale of stamps by persons to be 
licensed ; power was given authorizing the preparation of 
“  moulds, frames, instruments, and machinery,” to make paper 
to be used as covers, envelopes, or stamps, which paper should 
“  have such distinguishing words, letters, figures, marks, lines, 
threads, or other devices, worked into or visible in the substance 
of the same, as the Commissioners of Excise* should from time 
to time order and direct,” with power to alter and vary the same. 
The paper when made was to be delivered over to the Com
missioners of Stamps and Taxes, and the improper manufacture 
of such paper, dies, or plates was made felony, and having 
possession of or buying such a misdemeanour. Various pro
visions were also made regulating the postage on newspapers, 
Parliamentary proceedings, &c., and the franking privilege was 
entirely abolished except as regarded official franking.

Many other Acts of Parliament have been passed in suc
ceeding years for the purpose of enlarging the powers of the 
Post Office, and developing the system inaugurated in 1840 ; but 
it would be foreign to the purpose of this treatise to refer to 
them further, especially as they are accessible to all. It is 
sufficient to state that, under the provisions of these various 
Acts, full powers have been conferred on the Post Office, not 
only to carry on its regular business, but to issue money 
orders,+ to receive deposits as a Savings Bank, to insure lives,

*  A t  th is  period  paper was an exciseable article, and cou ld  o n ly  be la w 
fu lly  m an ufactu red  u nder the supervision  o f  th e  Officers o f  th e E xcise.

+ The Money Order Office was originally founded in 1792, by three of the 
Post Office officials, as a private speculation. On the 6th December, 1838, it 
was made a branch of the General Post Office, and organized under the 
direction of a small staff. Its operations are now not merely confined to 
the United Kingdom, but extend to the colonies, and to many of the 
countries within the Postal Union. The growth of its business has been 
very rapid. In 1839 orders were issued for £313,124, while in the year 
ending 31st March, 1880, the amount was upwards of twenty-six millions 
sterling.
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to grant immediate and deferred annuities, to issue licenses for 
the Inland Revenue Department, &c. Wherever powers are 
required which involve any charge upon or risk to its revenue, 
or wherever any alterations pertaining to its structure are 
necessary, the intervention of Parliament must be obtained ; but 
in all that relates to the machinery by which the intentions of 
the Legislature are to be carried into execution, this is effected by 
the powers vested by Parliament for this purpose in the Lords of 
the Treasury ; while all the endless details in the direction and 
management of this vast establishment are in the hands of the 
Postmaster-General.

Resides, therefore, the large body of statute law by which 
the Post Office is governed and its privileges protected, there is 
a much larger administrative one, consisting of Treasury 
Warrants issued by the Lords of the Treasury, under the 
powers conferred upon them by Parliament.* These are pub
lished in the London Gazette from time to time as they are 
issued, and it has been a laborious as well as an uninteresting 
task in compiling these pages to wade through its files, where 
these tautological documente lie buried and well-nigh forgotten. 
Still the work was necessary, as accuracy in dates and other 
details has been thereby in many cases insured.

Ecfore quitting this branch of the subject it appears requisite 
to make some particular reference to an Act passed in 1868, 
empowering the Government to purchase the inland telegraph 
system, which up to that period had been in the hands of 
separate and independent companies, who fixed their own rates 
of charge.

• The relative functions of Parliament and of the Lords of the Treasury 
may be seen more clearly from the following enactment contained in 
34 and 35 Viet. c. 30. By sect, 1 of that Act it is enacted that the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury may from time to time by 
Warrant under their hands reduce the rates of postage to be charged for 
the use of Her Majesty on letters sent by Post between places in the 
United Kingdom, and regulate the scale of weights according to which 
such rates are to be charged ; so, however, that the lowest rate of postage 
be not less than one penny.



By the Act 31 and 32 Viet. c. 110, intituled “ An Act to 
enable Her Majesty’s Postmaster-General to acquire, work, and 
maintain Electric Telegraphs,” called the “ Telegraph Act, 1868,” 
the PostmastenGeneral was empowered to purchase undertakings 
of telegraph companies, and to enter into contracts with certain 
railway companies for the use of their telegraph lines. He was 
also authorized to make regulations for the conduct of the 
business, and to fix charges, as also to enter into special agree
ments with proprietors of newspapers and others. Payments 
were to be made in stamps. The property in telegraph messages, 
as in lettem, was vested in the Postmaster-General, and penalties 
provided against disclosing or intercepting messages.

This Act was amended in the following and subsequent 
Sessions of Parliament, and the whole system of internal com
munication by means of the electric telegraph, so far as the 
general public is concerned, became vested in the Post Office ; 
the payment of the duties on messages being at first made by 
means of the ordinary postage stamps.

There can be but little question that the amount which the 
Government was compelled to pay by way of compensation for 
the purchase of the monopoly enjoyed by the telegraph com
panies was very much in excess of what was contemplated when 
the Act was passed in 1868. It was probably therefore not 
altogether desirable in the view taken by the officials re
sponsible for the purchase, to issue a separate set of stamps for 
this department, and thus distinguish the accounts of the 
Telegraphs from those of the Post Office, and permit the public 
to see the financial result of the transfer of the telegraphs to the 
Government. The confusion in the accounts between the 
telegraph and postal systems at last attracted the attention of 
Parliament, and became the subject of investigation by it ; so 
that since the commencement of the year 1876 the accounts of 
the two systems have been kept entirely separate and distinct, 
and stamps have been issued specially for telegraphic purposes, 
the employment of postage stamps for the payment of the duties 
on messages being now strictly prohibited.
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CHAPTER m .

INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW  SYSTEM.

So soon аз the Act establishing the new system of a uniform 
Penny Postage rate had received the Royal Assent, the Lords of 
the Treasury lost no time in making arrangements for giving 
effect to its provisions, and accordingly the following notice 
appeared in the public journals on the 6th September, 1839 :

“  A coj)y o f the minute o f the Board o f Treasury relative to 
carrying into effect the Act fo r  establishing a reduced 
uniform Rate of Postage.

“  My Lords read the Act for the Further Regulation of the 
Duties of Postage, which received the Royal assent on Saturday, 
the 17th inst.

“  By this Act My Lords are invested with a power of carry
ing into effect the reduced uniform rate of postage contemplated 
by Parliament, either according to Ihe present mode of collecting 
the postage, or by prepayment, collected by stamps, compulsory 
or optional.

“  My Lords feel the importance of the discretion with which 
Parliament has invested them, affecting as it must the con
venience of the public, the collection of the revenue, as well as 
the security and facility of the transndssion of the corre
spondence of the country.

“  In comparing the advantages which may arise from the plan 
of prepayment by means of stamps, if such plan should be 
adopted, much must depend upon the stamp which may be em
ployed. For the convenience of the public, it is of the 
greatest importance that the mode selected should afford every 
facility for obtaining and using the stamp. It is also clear that 
the charge which will fall upon the public in the shape of extra 
payment on account of the stamp itself, in addition to the 
penny rate, must vary according to the nature of the stamp



adopted. In the course of the inquiries and discussions on the 
subject several plans were suggested, viz., stamped covers, stamped 
paper, and stamps to he used separately, and to be applied to aoy 
letter of whatever description, and written on any paper.

“ Before My Lords can decide upon the adoption of any 
course, either by stamp or otherwise, they feel it will be useful 
that artists, men of science, and the public in general, may have 
an opportunity of offering any suggestions or proposals as to the 
manner in which the stamp may best be brought into use. 
With this view My Lords will be prepared to receive and con
sider any proposal which may be sent in to them on or before 
the 15th October, 1839.

“ All persons desirous of communicating with My Lords on 
the subject are requested to direct to The Lords of the Treasury, 
Whitehall, marked ‘ Post Office Stamp.’

“  My Lords will be prepared to award a premium of £200 to 
such proposal aa they may consider most deserving of attention, 
and £100 to the next best proposal.

“  My Lords will feel at liberty to adopt for the public 
service any of the suggestions which may be contained in any 
communication made to them, except, of course, where parties 
have any rights secured by patent.

“ The points which the Board consider of the greatest 
importance are :

“  1. The convenience as regards the public use.
“ 2. The security against forgery.
“  3. The facility of beiDg checked and distinguished at the 

Post Office, which must of necessity be rapid.
“ 4. The expense of the production and circulation of the 

stamps.
“  My Lords will be prepared to receive and consider proposals 

from foreign countries, and they desire that a copy of this 
minute be transmitted to Lord Palmerston, and that his Lord
ship be requested to take such measures as he may deem most 
advisable through her Majesty’s Ministers abroad for the 
purpose of making known the intentions of this Board.

“  They desire also that Lord Palmerston be requested to pro
cure for my Lords through Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris 
information respecting the system of stamps adopted in France, 
and specimens of the stamped impressions used in that country.

“ Transmit a copy of this minute to the Postmaster-General 
for his information and guidance.

“  Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, August 23rd.”
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The public was certainly not behind hand in offering their 
“  proposals and suggestions ” to “  My Lords," who by the 15th 
of October had received offers of advice and assistance from 
some two thousand six hundred “  artists, men of science, and 
the public in general." Amongst these were proposals emana
ting from Mr. Stead, of Norwich; from Mr. Dickinson, the 
paper-maker ; from Mr. Sievier, the eminent sculptor ; from Mr. 
Cheverton, the inventor of a machine for* embossing, &c. &c. ; 
but the greater part o f these proposals and suggestions were not 
accompanied by any designs, and such designs as were sent in 
Avere for the most part pen-and-ink sketches or drawings. In 
боте instances, however, a large number of specimens or illus
trations were submitted for consideration, which was more 
particularly the case as regards the proposals submitted by Mr. 
Charles Whiting, who sent in at least a hundred samples of the 
graphic art, some of which were then in use at his establish
ments, while others embodied his own ideas of the mode in 
which Mr. Rowland Hill’s plan should be carried into effect.

The examination and discussion of such a mass o f proposals 
and suggestions, many of which were as absurd as they were 
impracticable, necessarily occupied a considerable time, and 
already two valuable months had been lost In fact, “  My 
Lords” did not find much wisdom in the multitude of their 
counsellors, and no better suggestions were offered than those 
previously propounded by Mr. Rowland Hill, consisting in the 
adoption o f stamped covers of half sheets o f paper, stamped 
envelopes, and adhesive stamps or labels.*

Before any final decision could, however, be arrived at, it 
was necessary that practical engravers, printers, paper-makers, 
and others, should be consulted, and that various experiments 
should be made. Should it be decided to provide envelopes 
and stamps, the lowest calculation fixed the end of March 
as the earliest possible period at which their issue could 
be accomplished. The public were growing impatient to see

* On the Collection o f  Postage by Means o f  Stamps, by Rowland Hill. 
Bayswater, June 13tli, 1839.



3 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

the new system brought into operation ; but considerable 
difficulty was apprehended in giving immediate and full effect 
to it previously to a decision having been arrived at with regard 
to the stamps. It was anticipated that the substitution of the 
principle of charging by weight for that of charging by separate 
pieces of paper, and the consequent necessity of weighing every 
letter, would entail enormous pressure on the officials when the 
amount of the postage had to be paid in cash, and the postage 
marked on each letter.

Accordingly, as appears from a Minute of the Treasury, dated 
the 12th November, 1839, “  My Lords,” having again met, and 
again read the Act of Parliament, proceeded to discuss the 
question of adopting temporarily some intermediate measure 
whereby the officers of the Post Office might obtain some 
practice in weighing before full effect was given to the uniform 
penny rate. To avoid the risks of “  irregularities which might 
occur, and the inconveniences that might result,” they 
determined to introduce a uniform rate of fourpence for a 
short period,* and gave orders for the preparation of a Treasury 
Warrant to carry it into effect. This Warrant appeared in the 
London Gazette of the 22nd November, 1839, and the material 
parts are as follows :

“  Whereas by an Act passed in the last Session of Parlia
ment, intituled ‘ An Act for the further Regulation of the 
Duties on Postage until the 5th day of October, 1840,’ power 
is given to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
or any three of them, by Warrant under their hands, to alter, 
fix, reduce, or remit, all or any of the Rates of British or 
Inland, or other Postage payable by law on the transmission of 
Post Letters, and to subject such letters to rates of Postage 
according to the weight thereof, and a scale of weight to be

• Mr. Le wins {H er Majesty’s Mails, p. 125) attributes this action of 
the Lords of the Treasury to an intention of establishing a uniform 
fourpenny rate, and that having subsequently discovered the mistake they 
had made, they proceeded to rectify it by the publication of the Warrant 
of 31st January, 1840. This Treasury Minute clearly shows that this 
notion is erroneous, and that the reduction to fourpenee was only intended 
as a temporary measure.
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contained in such Warrant (without reference to the distance or 
number of miles the same may be conveyed), and to fix and 
limit the weight of letters to be sent by the Post, and from 
time to time by Warrant as aforesaid, to appoint at what time 
the rates which may be payable are to be paid ; that is to say, 
whether on posting the letter, or on the receipt thereof, or at 
either of those times at the option of the sender, provided that 
all such Warrants should be inserted in the London Gazette 
ten days at least before coming into operation, and should 
within fourteen days after making the same be laid before both 
Houses of Parliament (if then sitting), or otherwise, within 
fourteen days after Parliament should meet.”

“  And whereas an Act was passed in the first year of the reign 
of Her present Majesty, cap. 34, % intituled ‘ An Act for the 
Regulation of the Duties of Postage and another Act was 
passed in the same Session, cap. 76, intituled ‘ An Act to 
impose Rates of Packet Postage on East India Letters, and 
to Amend certain Acts relating to the Post Office and 
another Act was passed in the first and second years of the 
reign of Her present Majesty, cap. 97, intituled ‘ An Act for 
imposing Rates of Postage on the Conveyance of Letters by 
Packet Boats between places in the Mediterranean and other 
parts.’

“  Now we, the undersigned (being three of the Lords Com
missioners of Her Majesty's Treasury), do, in exercise o f the 
powers or authority in us for such purposes vested in and by 
the said first-mentioned Act, and of all other powers enabling 
us in this behalf, by this Warrant under our hands, order and 
direct that this present Warrant shall come into operation on the 
5th day of December next ; and that all letters not being by 
law specially exempted from postage, which on or after that 
day shall be posted in any town or place within the United 
Kingdom, or within any of the islands of Jersey, Guernsey, . 
Alderney, Sark, and Man, or shall be brought from parts beyond 
the seas to any port or place within the United Kingdom or the 
said islands by any packet boat or private vessel, shall be subject 
to the several regulations and rates hereinafter contained.

“ And we further order and direct that on and after the said 
5th day o f December next the present practice of charging 
the rates of postage on letters transmitted by  the General 
Post consisting of more than one sheet of paper, or containing 
any enclosure, shall be wholly discontinued, and thenceforth 
all letters of whatever description transmitted through the

D



General Post, and legally chargeable ivith postage, shall be 
charged by weight, as hereinafter mentioned.

“  And we hereby fix and limit the following scale of weight 
of letters to be transmitted through the General Post, and we 
subject such letters on and after the said 5th day of December 
next to the following rates of postage ; that is to say :

“  On every letter not exceeding \ oz. in weight there shall be 
charged and taken one rate of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding i  oz., and not exceeding 1 oz. in 
weight, there shall be charged and taken two rates of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 1 oz., and not exceeding 2 oz. in 
weight, there shall be charged and taken four rates of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 2 oz., and not exceeding 3 oz. 
in weight, there shall be charged and taken six rates of postage ; 
and

“ On every letter exceeding 3 oz., and not exceeding 4 oz. in 
weight, there shall be charged and taken eight rates of postage ; 
and for every ounce in weight above the weight of four ounces 
there shall be charged and taken two additional rates of postage, 
and every fraction of an ounce above the weight of four ounces 
shall be charged as one additional ounce.

“ And лее order and direct that no letter exceeding 16 oz. in 
weight shall in any case be fonvarded by the General Post 
between places within the United Kingdom and the said islands, 
or from the said United Kingdom and the said islands to parts 
beyond the seas.

* * * * * *
“  And we hereby fix and limit the following rates of postage 

to be paid to Her Majesty’s Postmaster-General for the use of 
Her Majesty on and after the 5th day of December next on 
the letters next hereinafter mentioned, and we order and direct 
the same to be charged and paid accordingly ; that is to say :

“  INLAND LETTERS.

“  On all letters not by law specially exempted from postage, 
and not exceeding İ oz. in weight, transmitted by the General 
Post between places within the United Kingdom or between 
the said islands, or between the United Kingdom and the said 
islands (not being letters sent to or from parts beyond the seas), 
there shall be charged and taken one uniform rate of postage of 
fourpence, without reference to the number of sheets or pieces 
of paper or enclosures of луЫсЬ the same may be composed, or 
to the distance or number of miles the same shall be conveyed.
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“  On all such letters, i f  exceeding \ oz. in weight, there shall 
be charged and taken progressive and additional rates of postage 
(each additional rate being estimated at 4d.) according to the 
scale of weight and number of rates hereinbefore fixed and 
declared.

* * * * * *
“ And we order and direct that all additional rates now 

payable by law on all letters transmitted by post to or from 
Ireland by way of Holyhead, or in respect of the Menai Bridge, 
and by way of Conway and Chester in respect of Conway 
Bridge, and by way of Milford and Waterford, and also tho 
additional rate of one halfpenny on letters conveyed by the 
post in any part of Scotland by a mail carriage with more than 
two wheels shall on and after the said 5th day of-December 
next be wholly remitted, and shall cease to be payable.

“ That all additional rates for lettem originally sent by the 
General Post to places within the United Kingdom, or the said 
islands, directed beyond the limits of the General Post, and 
delivered by any Twopenny Post or Penny Post, or originally 
sent by any Twopenny or Penny Post, and afterwards passing 
tlirough the General Post, shall be remitted and cease to be 
payable, except on letters franked or exempted by law from 
the General Post rates, but subject to the Twopenny or Penny 
Post rates, which letters shall still continue liable to and charge
able with the Twopenny and Penny Post rates when transmitted 
by any such post.

“ That on all letters not exceeding half an ounce in weight, 
and not being by law specially exempted from the Twopenny 
and Penny Post rates, transmitted by any Twopenny or Penny 
Post in London or Dublin, and not having passed through, or 
being intended to pass through, the General Post, there shall on 
and after the said 5th day of December next be charged and 
taken a rate of one penny only, provided such postage bo pre
paid at the time of posting the same. But in case any letter 
not being by law specially exempted, as aforesaid, transmitted 
by any such Twopenny or Penny Post, shall not be prepaid 
when posted, or shall exceed J oz. in weight, there shall be 
taken the same rate of postage as is now payable by law 
thereon.

“  That on all letters not specially exempted from Penny Post 
rates transmitted by any Penny Post in the United Kingdom 
or the said islands, other than London and Dublin, and not 
having passed through, or being intended to pass through the



General Post, there shall on and after the 5 th day of December 
next be taken a rate of one penny as at present.

“ That no letter shall bo sent by any such Twopenny or 
Penny Post exceeding 4 oz. in weight unless the same shall 
have originally passed, or shall he intended to pass, through the 
General Post, and in such last-mentioned cases not exceeding 
the weight of 16 oz., unless specially authorized by this Warrant 
as aforesaid.

“  That all printed newspapers, Parliamentary proceedings, 
printed votes, and proceedings of the colonial legislatures, 
printed prices current, commercial lists, periodical publications 
posted at Falmouth, unstamped publications, bankers’ parcels, 
patterns, samples, plantation accounts, deeds, books, pamphlets, 
and other printed papers, soldiers’ and seamen’s letters, and 
other letters, articles and things which may now by law be 
sent by post under certain regulations free of postage, or at 
reduced rates of postage, shall continue to have the benefit 
of all exemptions and privileges they now enjoy, and shall, 
if forwarded in conformity with such regulations, be charged 
with the same respective amounts of postage as are now by law 
payable in respect thereof, subject nevertheless to all the 
regulations and liabilities now in force respecting the same.

* * * * * *
“ As witness our hands this 22nd day of November, 1839.

“  M elbourne ,
“  F. B a r in g ,
“  H. TuFNELL.”

At the end of the month of December following, the Lords 
of the Treasury being satisfied with the result of the experi
ment of the fourpenny uniform rate, determined to give full 
effect to the provisions of the Act, and ordered a Warrant to be 
drawn up for that purpose. They also came to the decision of 
providing for the issue of stamped covers, stamped envelopes, 
and adhesive stamps or postage labels ; and at the instance of 
Mr. John Wood, the Chairman of the Board of Stamps and 
Taxes, they decided on the issue by that department of a stamp 
to be embossed on any kind of paper which the public might 
send in for that purpose, under regulations to be made by the 
department. These decisions were embodied in a Minute dated
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26th December, 1839, which, so far as it relates to the pre
paration and application of postage stamps, was to the following 
effect :

“  Their Lordships, upon full consideration, have decided to 
require that as far as practicable the postage of letters shall bo 
prepaid, and to effect such prepayment by means of stamps. 
Their Lordships are of opinion, that the convenience of the 
public will be consulted, more especially at first, by issuing 
stamps of various kinds, in order that everyone may select that 
description of stamp which is most suitable to his own peculiar 
circumstances ; and with a view of affording an ample choice, 
their Lordships are pleased to direct that the following stamps 
be prepared :

“ F irst . Stamped Covers; the stamp being struck on pieces o f  
paper the size o f half a sheet o f quarto letter paper.

“ S e co n d . Stamped Envelopes; the stamp being struck on  
pieces of paper of a lozenge form, of which the stationers and 
others may manufacture envelopes.

“  T h ir d . Adhesive Stamps ; or stamps on small pieces of 
paper with a glutinous wash at the back, which may be attached 
to letters either before or after they are written ; and

“  F o u r th . Stamps to be struck on paper o f  any description 
which the public may send to the Stamp Office for that 
purpose.*

“  The paper for the first, second, and third kinds of stamps to 
be peculiar in its watermark or some other feature, but to be 
supplied to the Government by competition.

“  My Lords direct that the Commissioners of Stamps and 
Taxes and the Commissioners of Excise should receive the 
official directions to take the necessary steps, in conjunction 
with the Postmaster-General, for the preparation of the stamps 
herein enumerated.

“  Although the necessary experiments and investigations 
which have been conducted under the direction of this Board

* This portion of the minute was subsequently modified so far as 
regarded the stamp being struck on any description of paper sent in by the 
public, and was confined to paper supplied by the Government, until, in 
1855, power was given by the Act 18 and 19 Viet. c. 78 to the Commis
sioners of Inland Revenue to stamp paper sent in by the public under 
such regulations as the Lords of the Treasury should make or sanction in 
that behalf.



are already far advanced, My Lorde fear that a considerable time 
will be required for completing the preparation of the dies, 
plates, and machinery (much of which is unavoidably of a 
novel construction) necessary for the manufacture of the 
stamps ; and being desirous of affording to the public with the 
least possible delay the full advantage of the intended reduc
tion in postage, their Lordships propose at once to effect such 
reduction.

“  On the use of stamps, however, My Lords have fully 
decided. They will be prepared with the least possible delay, 
and when ready due notice will be given of their introduction.”

On the day following the date of the above-mentioned minute 
a Warrant was signed and published in the London Gazette, 28th 
December, 1839, which (omitting such formal clauses and regu
lations as do not immediately concern our subject), after reciting 
the powers conferred on the Lords of the Treasury by the Act 
of the previous session in similar terms to the recital in the 
previous Warrant, and also reciting the previous Warrant, 
proceeded as follows :

“  Now we, the undersigned (being three of the Lords Commis
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury), do by this Warrant order and 
direct that the said Warrant of the 22nd dayot November now last., 
and the rates thereby fixed and directed to be charged shall be 
and the same are hereby repealed from and after the 9th day of 
January, 1840 (except as to any letters posted in or brought 
into the United Kingdom on or before that day, and also except 
as to any duties of postage which shall have become due under 
or by virtue o f such Warrant, which may be recovered as if the 
same had continued in force).

“  And wc hereby further order and direct that this present 
W arrant shall come into operation on the 10th day of January, 
1840, and that all letters which on or after that day shall be 
posted in any town or place within the United Kingdom, or 
shall be brought from parts beyond the seas to any port or place 
within the United Kingdom, or shall be sent between the 
United Kingdom and places beyond the seas, or between any of 
the places hereinafter mentioned, shall be subject to the several 
regulations and rates hereinafter contained.

“ And we further order and direct that letters transmitted 
by the post shall not in future be charged with the British rates

3 8  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.



of postage according to the number of inclosures, but by weight, 
as hereinafter mentioned.

“  And we hereby fix and limit the following scale of weight 
of letters to be transmitted by the post, and we subject such 
letters on and after the said 10th day of January, 1840, to the 
following rates of postage ; that is to say :

“  On every letter not exceeding J oz. in weight there shall be 
charged and taken one rate of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding à oz. arid not exceeding 1 oz. in 
weight there shall be charged and taken two rates o f postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 1 oz. and not exceeding 2 oz. in 
weight there shall be charged and taken four rates of postage.

“  On every letter exceeding 2 oz. and not exceeding 3 oz. in 
weight there shall be charged and taken six rates of postage ; 
and

“  On every letter exceeding 3 oz. and not exceeding 4 oz. in 
weight there shall be charged and taken eight rates o f postage.

“  And for every ounce in weight above the weight of 4 oz. 
there shall be charged and taken two additional rates of post
age ; and every fraction of an ounce above the weight of 4 oz. 
shall be charged as one additional ounce.

“  And we order and direct that no letter exceeding 16 oz. in 
weight shall in any case bo forwarded by the post between 
places within the United Kingdom, except addresses to Her 
Majesty, Parliamentary petitions, printed votes and proceedings 
in Parliament, letters addressed to or dispatched by any of the 
Government offices or departments or any public officer having 
now the privilege of franking by virtue of his office, deeds if 
transmitted under all such regulations and restrictions as the 
Postmaster-General shall from time to time appoint, and letters 
to and from places beyond the seas.

“  And we hereby fix and limit the following rates of postage 
to be paid to Her Majesty’s Postmaster-General for the изе of 
Her Majesty on letters posted and transmitted by the post on 
and after the 10th day of January, 1840 ; and we order and 
direct the same to be charged and paid accordingly ; that is to 
say :

“  INLAND LETTERS.

“  On all letters not exceeding £ oz. in weight transmitted by 
the post between places within the United Kingdom, not being 
letters sent to or from parts beyond seas, there shall be 
charged and taken one uniform rate of postage of one penny, 
without reference to the number of sheets or pieces of paper or
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enclosures of which the same may be composed, or the distance 
or number of miles the same shall be conveyed ; and that on 
all such letters, if exceeding £ oz. in weight, there shall be 
charged and taken progressive and additional rates of postage 
(each additional rate being estimated at one penny) according to 
the scale of weight and number of rates hereinbefore fixed and 
declared, provided that such postage of one penny, and such 
progressive and additional postage, be prepaid at the time of 
posting such letters; bút in case such postage on any such 
letters shall not be prepaid when posted, there shall be charged 
on such letters a postage of double the amount to which such 
letters would otherwise have been liable under this present 
Warrant. *

“ That all letters forwarded under the authority of the 
Postmaster-General by private vessels or packet boats, and 
transmitted between places in the United Kingdom, shall be 
considered as forwarded by the Post between such places, and 
be charged accordingly.”

The Warrant, after prescribing the rates by weight on colonial 
letters by packets, and on ship and foreign letters, and ordering 
the suppression of the additional rates on Irish letters in respect 
o f the Menai and Conway Bridges, and on Scotch letters, as also 
on letters beyond the limits of the General Post delivered by

* The rates on inland letters fixed by the above Treasury Warrant 
continued in force till altered by a Warrant dated 18th March, 1865 
(London GazctU, 24th March), when the following rates were fixed, to 
take effect on and from the 1st April, 1865 :

On inland letters sent to or from any part of the United Kingdom— 
Not exceeding in weight 4 oz. . . . Id.

,, л 1 oz. . . * 2d.
i, ,, 14 oz. ■ . . 3d.

and so on in the proportion of one penny for each half-ounce or fractional 
part thereof.

These rates, rising uniformly by half-ounces, were far more equitable 
than those originally fixed in 1840. At the same time also the threepenny 
stamp, which had been issued specially for foreign postage, and was only 
allowed by stealth to do duty for inland purposes, was admitted into 
possession of its full rights.

The last alteration of the rates on inland letters took place on the 5th 
October, 1871, when by Treasury Warrant, issued in conformity with the 
provisions of the Act 34 and 35 Viet. c. 30, dated 16th August, 1871 
(London Gazette, 25th August), the rates now in force were established.
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Twopenny or Penny Posts, or any convention post, and after
wards passing by the General Post, in similar terms to those 
employed in the former Warrant ; proceeds as follows :

“ That on and after the said 10th day of January next the 
privilege of sending and receiving letters by the Post, free of 
postage, whether parliamentary, official, or of any other de
scription whatsoever (except as hereinafter provided), as well 
under an Act passed in the first year of the reign of Her 
present Majesty, intituled ‘ An Act for regulating the sending 
and receiving o f Letters and Packets by the Post free of Duty 
of Postage,” being the 1 Viet. c. 35, as under any other Act or 
Acts now in force, or under any other authority whatsoever, 
shall be wholly suspended during the time this W arrant shall be 
in force ; and that all letters to which any such privileges now 
extend, except as aforesaid, shall thenceforth be charged and 
chargeable with the like rates as any other letters transmitted 
by the Post would be chargeable, under or by virtue of the 
present Warrant,”

The Warrant then proceeds to fix certain rates for the trans
mission by post of the printed votes and proceedings of 
Parliament, parliamentary papers, &c., which by a Treasury 
Warrant of 31st January, 1840, were repealed, and the charges 
fixed at one penny for every 4 oz. These rates have, since the 
alteration in the Book Post rate, been changed to one halfpenny 
for every 2 oz., the prepayment of which is optional, provided 
they are marked “ Parliamentary Proceedings.”

The Warrant then prescribes regulations for preserving the right 
of free transmission of addresses to Her Majesty, the privileges 
granted to members of both Houses of Parliament of receiving 
petitions addressed to Parliament, &c. &c., and declares—

“ That, except in the cases hereinbefore specified, all 
privileges whatsoever of sending letters free of postage shall be 
wholly suspended during the time this present Warrant shall be 
in operation.

* * * * * *

“ As witness our hands this 27th day of December, 1839.
“  M elbourne .
“ F . B a r in g .
“ T hos. W t 8E.”



When the 10th of January, 1840, arrived, the public seemed 
nothing loth to take advantage of the new system, and the 
pressure on the Post officials wás very great, not only at the 
chief offices, but at the metropolitan receiving-houses. The 
Postmaster of one of these latter declared, that were the system 
to last he would not retain his office for £200 a year; the 
letter writers scared away all his customers, and he positively 
sold nothing. On several days he had taken in 2,000 paid 
letters, whereas his former average had been 70. But the scene 
at the chief office in St. Martin’s le Grand is thus described in 
the Westminster Review for February, 1840 : “ A night or two 
after the change to a penny we ourselves witnessed the scene at 
St. Martin’s le Grand. The great hall * was nearly filled with 
spectators, marshalled in a line by the police to watch the 
crowds pressing, scuffling, and fighting to get first to the 
window. The superintending President of the Inland Office 
with praiseworthy zeal was in all quarters directing the energy 
of his officers where the pressure was greatest. Formerly one 
window sufficed to receive letters. On this evening six windows 
with two receivers at each were bombarded by applicants. As the 
last quarter of an hour approached, and the crowd still thickened, 
a seventh window was opened, and that none might be turned 
away Mr. Bokenham made some other opening, and took in 
money and letters himself. To the credit of the Post Office, not 
a single person lost the time ; and we learnt that on this evening 
upwards of 3,000 letters had been posted at St. Martin’s le 
Grand between five and six. A  witness present on the first 
night of the Penny Post described to us a similar scene. When 
the window closed, the mob, delighted at the energy displayed 
by the officers, gave one cheer for the Post Office, and another 
for Rowland Hill.”

* This part of the building, which was one of its chief ornaments, has 
been gradually absorbed by the increasing demand for additional space, 
and has now ceased to exist.
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CHAPTER IV,

THE ISSUE OF POSTAGE STAMPS.

The history of the Post Office, from its earliest times down to 
the introduction o f the present system, might have been 
brought to a close with the last chapter ; but it would scarcely 
be complete without adding a short account of the introduction 
o f postage stamps to the public, though, as the object of this 
treatise necessarily involves a description of the mode in which 
they are prepared and printed, it will to a certain degree be 
anticipating the chronological order of events.

At the present day, when we possoss all the facilities offered 
by the use of postage stampe and stamped envelopes, and 
habitually avail ourselves of the simple procese of dropping a 
letter into the nearest pillar-box franked to its destination, 
little notion can be formed of the inconvenience and trouble re
sulting from the necessity of sending every letter to a receiving- 
house or Poet Office with the cash to pay its postage. To say 
nothing of the waste of time, a great temptation was offered to 
messengers to post the letters unpaid ; but this state of things 
existed from the 10th of January for many weary weeks. 
Meantime Parliament had assembled, and the members of the 
two Houses, who up to that session had enjoyed the privilege of 
franking their correspondence, now found themselves obliged to 
pay their pennies like the rest of the public. As a partial 
remedy for this inconvenience, so far as their correspondence at 
the two Houses of Parliament was concerned, an expedient 
was adopted of issuing prepaid envelopes, though on a very



limited scale. Those issued in the House of Lords Ьоте the 
following superscription, printed in red ink, ordinary type :

4 4  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

( Temporary)
To be posted at the House op Lords only. 

Post-paid.—ONE PENNY.—Weight not to exceed Joz.

A similar envelope, but printed in black, was also prepared 
for the use of members of the House of Commons. The 
superscription on this latter varies from that for the House of 
Lords in the omission of the word Temporary, and the word 
“ C o m m o n s”  is o f course substituted for “ L o r d s .” *

It should be added that these superscriptions were printed 
on the envelopes after they had been folded.

The use of these envelopes must have been very restricted, 
as they are of extreme rarity ; but this may be accounted 
for from the fact that it was necessary that they should be 
posted at the respective Houses of Parliament. Specimens of 
those used at the House of Lords are found on blue-laid and 
thick white wove paper, and of those used at the House of 
Commons on thin white, or bluish-white, wove paper. The 
normal size is about 5 ^ x 3 $  inches, but they vary somewhat, as

• The issue of these envelopes is only mentioned by way of recording 
this temporary expedient. They never formed the subject of any general 
issue, and rank rather as curiosities in the history of the introduction 
and establishment of the Penny Post system than as objects for the general 
collector.
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they were manufactured by hand in days when envelopes may 
be said to have been first invented, for up to that time no such 
coverings had been used except for franked and official letters 
not subjected to postage.

It was not tiU the end of April that tho Lords of the 
Treasury found themselves in a position to fix a day on which 
the stamps could be issued to the public.

The following Notice was thereupon ordered to be issued from 
the Post Office :

“ TO ALL POSTMASTERS AND SUB-POSTMASTERS.
“ General Post Office,

“ 25th April, 1S40.

“  It has been decided that Postage Stamps are to be brought 
into use forthwith, and as it will be necessary that every such 
Stamp should be cancelled at the Post Office or Sub Post Office 
where the Letter bearing the same may be posted, I herewith 
forward for your use an obliterating Stamp, with which you will 
efface the Postage Stamp upon every Letter despatched from your 
Office. R ed C om position  must be used for this purpose, and I 
annex directions for making it, with an impression of the 
Stamp.

“  As the Stamps will come into operation by the 6th M a y , I  
must desire you will not fail to provide yourself with the 
necessary supply of Red Composition by that time.

“  Directions for preparing the Red Stamping 
Composition :

“ 1 lb. Printer’s red ink.
“  1 pint Linseed Oil.
“  Half-pint of the droppings of Sweet Oil.
“  To be well mixed.

“  By Command,
“ W. L. M aberly , Secretary."

On the 29th April the above notice was followed by another, 
in which was enclosed a copy o f each of the Mulready one penny 
and twopenny covers and envelopes, and two copies of the black 
one penny adhesive stamp :
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“ TO ALL POSTMASTERS.
“ General Post Office, 

“ April, 1840.

“ I beg to enclose you two specimens of the Penny and Two
penny stamped Covers and Envelopes, and two of the Penny 
adhesive Labels (the Two-penny one is not yet ready), which I 
must beg you will carefully preserve, in order to compare them 
in case of doubt with the stamped Letters that may pass through 
your Office. In the event of your suspecting that the Stamps 
used on any Letters are forged, you will not detain the Letter, 
but simply take the Address, and report the circumstance to me 
without loss of time, in order that the Party to whom the Letter 
is directed may be at once applied to. You will observe, how
ever, that the adhesive Stamps vary almost in all cases one from 
the other, having different Letters at the bottom corners, and I 
point this out that you may not be misled by this circumstance, 
and be induced to suspect Forgery where the variation of the 
stamps has been intentional. The Numbers on the Covers and 
Envelopes also vary. You will carefully Stamp with the Can
celling Stamp that has been forwarded to you the stamped Covers 
and Envelopes, as well as the adhesive Stamps, the two former 
must bo struck on the ligure of Britannia ; and in the case of 
more than one adhesive Stamp being attached to a Letter, each 
Stamp must be separately obliterated. The use of the Cancelling 
Stamp, however, will not dispense with the use of the ordinary 
dated Stamp, which will be struck on the Letter as usual. When 
the value of the Stamp is under the rate of Postage to which 
the Letter, if prepaid in Money, would be subject, you will 
surcharge the Letter with a Pen in the usual manner.

“ You will acknowledge the receipt of this Letter and the 
Specimen Stamps by return of Post.

“  By Command,
“  W. L. M aberly , Secretary

On the same day the following Notice was issued by the 
Board erf Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes :

“ The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury having 
authorized and directed the use of Stamps for denoting the 
Duties of Postage on and after the 6th of May next, and that 
the sale of such Stamps shall in the first instance be confined to 
London, Notice is hereby given that on and after the 1st May 
next the stamps undermentioned may be obtained at this Office,
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and also at the Sea Policy Office, Bank Buildings, in the City 
of London, in the quantities and at the prices following, viz.

Two reams of Id. Stamps for covers, containing 
80 sheets, or 960 Stamps. . .

Same quantity of Id. Stamps for envelopes 
One ream of Id. Stamps for covers, containing 

40 sheets, or 480 Stamps . .
Same quantity of Id. Stamps for envelopes 
Half a ream of Id. Stamps for covers, contain 

ing 20 sheets, or 240 Stamps . .
Same quantity of Id. Stamps for envelopes 
One ream of 2d. Stamps for covers, containing 

40 sheets, or 480 Stamps . .
Same quantity of 2d. Stamps for envelopes 
Half a ream of 2d. Stamps for covers, contain 

ing 20 sheets, or 240 Stamps . .
Same quantity of 2d. Stamps for envelopes 
Quarter of a ream of 2d. Stamps for covers, 

containing 10 sheets or 120 covers .
Same quantity of 2d. Stamps for envelopes 
Sheet of Id. Labels containing 240 Stamps (per 

sheet) . . . . . .
Same of 2d. . . . . . .
“  To enable any person to sell these Stamps it will be necessary 

that they should obtain licenses as Vendors of Stamps generally. 
“  By Order of the Board,

“  C harles  P r essl y , Secretary.”

The public were informed of the intended issue of the 
stamps by the following notice, which, as shown by a note 
attached to the copy preserved in the Archives of the General 
Post Office, was sent out on the 30th April, 1840 :

"NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

£ s. d.

4 7 0
4 5 0

2 4 6
2 3 6

1 2 4
1 1 9

4 3 6
4 2 6

2 2 6
2 2 0

1 1 4
1 1 1

1 0 0
2 0 0

“ INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL POSTMASTERS.
“  General Post Office,

“ April, 1840.
“ The Lords of the Treasury having fixed the 6th o f  May 

next for the issue of Postage Stamps, on and after that day all 
Letters written on Stamped Paper, or enclosed in Stamped Covers,



or having Stamps affixed to them, the Stamps in every such case 
being equal in Value or Amount to the Rates of Postage now 
chargeable on such Letters if prepaid, will pass Free of Postage 
in whatever part of the U nited K ingdom they may be posted.

“  In those cases where the Value of Stamps on the Letter is 
less than the amount of the Postage to which it would now be 
liable if prepaid, the Letter will be charged double the amount 
of such difference on delivery. An Inland Letter, for example, 
weighing more than Half-an-Ounce, and not exceeding an Ounce, 
if bearing only a Penny Stamp will be charged Twopence on 
delivery.

“ The same regulation applies to letters prepaid by money 
where the full and proper rate of postage has not been paid in 
advance.

“  Stamps may be used for Printed Votes and Proceedings in 
Parliament. I f the Stamps, however, should be less in value 
than the proper rate of Postage to which these documents are 
subject, only the difference, and not double the difference, is to 
be charged.

“  Stamps may also be used on Foreign, Colonial, and Ship 
Letters, &c., outwards. If any Letter, however, addressed to 
Places beyond Sea, shall bear an insufficient number of Stamps, it 
will be sent to the Dead Letter Office, to be returned in all 
practicable cases to the writer. Stamps are not permitted to be 
used on Letters arriving in the United Kingdom/готи the Colonies 
or Foreign Countries. In such cases therefore Letters will be 
chargeable with the same rates as they would be if not bearing 
Stamps.

“ All these Regulations will be applicable to Newspapers in 
those cases where they are liable to Postage.

“  It must be distinctly understood that it is optional with the 
Public either to use Stamps, or to forward their Letters, &c,, 
prepaid or unpaid as at present. 4

“ The instructions issued in December, and on the 4th 
February last, remain in full force, the only alteration being 
that the Stamps are permitted to be used in certain cases instead 
of the Postage being paid in Money.

“  By Command,
“ W . L. M aberly, Secretary
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THE

POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN.

ipart 5.
P O S T A G E  S T A M P S .

T he history of the Post Office as a national institution 
having in the foregoing chapters been brought down to the 
introduction of Postage Stamps, we will now proceed to the 
immediate object of this Treatise ; viz., the examination of the 
various Stamps by which the prepayment of postal rates has 
been and is at present effected in the United Kingdom. A l
though the aim of all these stamps is identical, yet it will 
appear that the means by which the result is attained are diverse ; 
and further, that in certain cases stamps have been expressly 
created to serve special purposes. To avoid confusion and 
afford greater facilities for reference it seems desirable to 
consider them in the following order :

F irst. Adhesive Stamps or Labels.
S econd. Covers and Envelopes for enclosing corresjKmdence.
Third . Newspaper and Book-post Stamps and Wrappers.
F ourth. Post Cards.

It is then proposed to add a short description of some of the 
principal essays, trials, and proofs o f postage stamps and 
envelopes, more especially of those which are chiefly interesting

E



in a historical point of view as tending to throw light, not only 
on certain stages in the production of the stamps subsequently 
issued to the public, but also on the gradual growth of the 
system which called them into existence.

Adopting this order, we proceed to the consideration of the 
Adhesive Stamps or Labels ; and these will be found to con
stitute by far the most important class of stamps employed for 
postal purposes. The most obvious mode of procedure would 
certainly be that based upon the chronological order of the 
various issues; and there can be little doubt but that such a 
mode is not only the most logical and scientific in itself, but is 
one which ought to prevail where the stamps have been issued 
in regular series. In the adhesive stamps of Great Eritain, 
however, not only is there a want of uniformity in the elements 
which make one stamp to differ from another, but the issues 
themselves have been variable in the extreme, one stamp after 
another having been called into existence as it was required 
for the special exigency of the service at the time. A cursory 
view of the entire body of adhesive stamps will nevertheless 
show that there are special features common to many of them, 
and that they are capable of being rationally divided into three 
categories, dependent on the method by which they are 
manufactured. They will consequently be considered under 
the following sectional heads :

S ection I. Line-engraved Stamps.
S ection II. Stamps embossed in relief.
S ection III. Type-printed Stamps.

It will bo found that by adopting this mode of classification 
much unnecessary repetition will be avoided. The chrono
logical order of issue of the several stamps in each section will 
bo observed as far as possible, and cadi value will be examined 
seriatim through all the phrases it has exhibited from the date 
o f its original issue to the present time.
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SECTION I.

L IN E -E N G RA V E D  STAMPS.

T h ese  Stamps consist of—

(1 )  T h e  O ne  P e n n y  .
(2 )  T h e  T wo P ence .
(3 )  T he  O ne H a l f p e n n y

(4 )  T he  T h r ee  H a lfpe n c e

. issued 6 th May, 1840.

. „  May, 1840.

. „  1st October, 1870.
. „  1st October, 1870.

The distinguishing feature o f the stamps in this Section is 
that they are produced from plates engraved in ordinary line 
engraving, in which the lines appearing in colour in the printed 
impression are en creux, or are cut into the plate in intaglio. 
This method, as will be seen hereafter, is the reverse of that 
adopted in typographic or surface printing, where the lines 
appearing in colour in the printed impression are in relief or 
cameo on the plate,

The great problem to be solved in creating an Adhesive 
Postage Stamp was the absolute necessity of providing an 
adequate and unfailing supply of impressions, all o f which 
should be as exact in every respect as if each copy had been 
printed from one original die, otherwise it would he difficult, if 
not impossible, to guard against or to detect forgery. It was 
an every-day business to obtain a few thousand impressions 
from an engraved plate or die ; but it was a complete novelty 
to determine the best means of securing the daily supply of a 
million.

As none of the proposals sent in to the Treasury appeared on 
investigation to answer the required conditions, Mr. Henry

e 2
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Cole, who was acting in that Department as assistant to Sir 
Rowland Hill,* * * § applied to Messrs. Dacon and Petch (now 
Perkins, Bacon, and Co.), of Fleet Street and Wliitefriars, 
London, engravers on and printers from steel plates, f a firm 
principally known as engravers and printers of bank-notes for 
many private and joint-stock banks, by a process introduced 
into England by the late Mr. Jacob Perkins, the original 
founder of the firm. By this process, a design engraved oh a 
steel plate was reproduced on any number of similar plates 
absolutely identical with the original, even to the most minute 
details, so that in fact the number of perfect impressions which 
could be obtained was practically without limit. J Through a 
misapprehension of the requirements of the Lords of the 
Treasury this firm had not sent in any proposal in answer to 
the invitation of “  My Lords,” though specimens of reproduc
tions made by the process had been circulated as illustrations 
to an article on the New System of Postage in the London and 
Westminster Review.§ On its being explained to Mr. Bacon 
that for Adhesive Postage Stamps such as were required, a 
design of about the size of an inch square would suffice, he 
considered that the multiplying process as employed by his

* Sir Rowland Hill was, in September, 1839, attached to the Treasury 
to assist in carrying into effect the new system of the uniform penny 
postage. (See Life of Sir Rowland Hill, vol. i. p. 371.)

f  Report of Committee of 1852. Answer of Mr. Bacon to question 
1692.

% Mr. Jacob Perkins was a native of Massachusetts, and came to 
England in 1819. He was possessed of great inventive talent, not only 
in his own particular profession as an intaglio engraver, but in various 
branches of mechanics. Three of the principal discoveries he brought over 
to this country were :—a method of softening steel, which cuabled him to 
engrave upon it with the greatest facility, and then of hardening it again ;— 
a process by which engraving might be transferred from steel to steel, 
thus multiplying to any extent the plates to be printed from ;—and a new 
and elaborate style of ornamentation by means of geometrical lathe-work. 
This latter, produced by a machine which was an improved adaptation of 
the Rose Engine, was employed in engraving the fine reticulated pattern 
introduced into the background of the stamps in this Section.

§ London and Westminster Review, voi. xxxiii. p. 491.
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firm might be applied to the production of them, and he 
accordingly submitted designs and proposals which were 
ultimately accepted by the Lords of the Treasury, and the firm 
was commissioned to furnish a supply of adhesive stamps so 
soon as the necessary dies had been completed. A  contract was 
subsequently entered into for one year from 13th April, 1840, 
whereby that firm agreed to deliver the necessary quantity of 
stamps, printed and gummed, to the Inland Revenue Depart
ment at Somerset House at the rate o f 7£d. per 1,000, the 
paper being supplied by the Government.* This contract was 
renewed from time to time for various periods and undor altered 
conditions until, on its expiration at the close of the year 1879, 
the Government decided on adopting the typographic or surface 
mode of printing for the stamps in this section which was in use 
for the other values then current, and Messrs. I)e La Rue and 
Co. became the successful competitors for the now contract.

Before proceeding to the examination o f the stamps in this 
Section individually, we will notice some particulars common 
to the whole of them, and commence by giving a brief descrip
tion of the process by which the steel plates employed for the 
production of the impressions were constructed.

Plate.— The original die was the handiwork of the engraver, 
who engraved the proposed design in intaglio on a flat plate or 
block of softened steel, which, when completed, was carefully 
hardened, and constituted what was technically termed the 
“ matrix,” or mother die. By means of powerful pressure, applied 
by a compound lover, impressions from this matrix were taken 
on a “ roller” of softened steel, which evidently were cameo 
impressions of the original die. This roller after having been

* By the contract made between Messrs. Bacon and Potch and the 
Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes (now the Commissioners of the 
Inland Revenue) of the 5th May, 1843, the price was fixed at 6Jd. per 
1,000, and if the annual quantity exceeded thirty-two millions then the price 
was to be 6d. per 1,000. A subsequent contract for five years from the 
5th July, 1851, fixed the price at 5d. per 1,000, with a special stipulation 
that if a more expensive kind of adhesive matter was required than that 
then employed, the Government was to bear the extra cost.



hardened was employed to transfer an impression from its face 
on to a plate of softened steel, and by repeated operations pro
duced as many rows of impressions as were required to compose 
the sheet of stamps, each of which impressions was an exact 
facsimile of the original die. The bur caused by the action 
of the roller was then removed ; the letters in the angles were 
inserted with steel punches, the logeuds on the margins of the 
plate were added, and the plate number, as also the official 
number of the plate, were tilled in. After being hardened the 
plate was fit for use; but in order to insure accuracy in all the 
details, plate-proof impressions were taken off in black ink on 
ordinary paper before any stamps were actually printed from it. 
These having been duly verified were destroyed by the inspecting 
officer always present on behalf of the Inland Kevernie Depart
ment. This system of checking for errors was in all cases 
invariably followed, and proved to be a useful and efficient 
protection against what may be termed errors of engraving.

L ettering.— Letters were at lirst inserted in the blocks in the 
two lower angles oidy of the stamp ; those in the upper angles 
of the one penny and twopence being tilled in with Maltese 
crosses. These letters served to determine the position wliich 
the stamp occupied in the sheet ; but the real object of intro
ducing them was to provide an additional protection against 
forgery, it being “  thought at the time that any considerable use 
or sale of stamps so printed, all having the same letters, and 
being sold separately, not in sheets, would necessarily attract 
attention, and lead to inquiry.”* The sheet (with the exception 
of the one halfpenny) consisted of two hundred and forty stamps, 
disposed in twenty rows, of twelve in each row. The upper row 
bore the letters A.A., A.B., A.C., A.D., dse., up to A.L. ; the 
second row the letters B.A., B.B., B.C., B.D., &c., up to B.L. ; 
the third the letters C.A., &c., up to C.L., and so on to the 
twentieth or last row, which bore the letters T.A., Ac., up to 
T .L .; the first letter denoting the place of the stamp in the 
vertical row, and the second its place in the horizontal row.

4 Evidence of Sir Rowland Hill betoló lho Committee of läö‘2.
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In 1858 the Maltoso crosses in the upper blocks of the two
pence were suppressed, and letters were substituted, an alteration 
which was carried out a few years later in the one penny. This 
latter system of notation, which was subsequently extended, not 
only to all the stamps in this Section, but also to most of those in 
the Third Section, appears at iirst sight rather more complicated 
than the former; but on examination it will be seen that no 
alteration was made in the lettering of the lower angles ; while 
the upper ones were filled in by repeating the same letters, but 
placing them in opposite angles, diagonal-wise. Thus a stamp, 
for example, occupying the third place in the fourth row, which 
under the first system bore the lettem D.C. only in the lower 
angles, continued under the new system to bear the same lettem 
in these angles, while the upper angles would be occupied 
by the same letters transposed ; viz., U.D. There can be no 
doubt but that this latter system presented an additional safe
guard against the fraudulent use of any stamps that might be 
only partially or imperfectly obliterated, a protection not enjoyed 
in au equal legree under the former ; for if by chance a stamp 
of a certain value were obliterated in the upper part only, and 
another of the same value were found obliterated in the lower 
part, the unobliterated portions might bo brought together so as 
to form a stamp which would probably pass muster, and the 
defrauder might allege that the cutting of the stamp was the 
result of an accident; but with the new system such a plea 
became almost hopeless, the chances against the two halves 
bearing the same letters beiug exceedingly roinote, as the 
only stamps in a sheet of two hundred and forty, where the 
letters do not admit of inversion, are the twelve which bear the 
samo letter in all the four angles, thus leaving two hundred and 
twenty-eight stamps in the sheet where different combinations of 
the letters must appear. Instances of the species of improper and 
fraudulent manipulations above referred to are so rare that it is 
presumable that the system proved an almost oifectual protection 
against such artifices.

Plate N umber.— The plates used for printing the stamps in



this Section have always been numbered, by which means a 
register has been kept of the performance of each plate. These 
numbers have followed in consecutive order, except when inter
rupted by some special circumstances. The number is inserted 
in each corner of the margin of the plate within a small line- 
lined circle ; but as regards the one penny and twopence, this 
has not been so from the commencement. In the case of the 
one pemiy the number was originally introduced into the margin 
at all four corners of the plate without any addition, and this 
continued until plate No. 98 of Series II. was reached (10th 
March, 1865), when a line-lined circle enclosing the plate num
ber was added, and continued to the close of the Series at the 
expiration of the contract at the end of 1879.* In the case of 
the twopence the numbers were inserted in the margin at all 
the four angles until plate No. 12 was reached (1st January, 
1868), when the numbers were enclosed in line-lined circles at 
the two corners, similarly to the one penny as above described, 
and so continued down to the expiration of the contract.

P aper .— The paper on which the stamps in this Section wore 
printed was hand-made, with ragged or “ deckel” edges all round 
the sheet, and was manufactured by Messrs. Faircroft and Co. at 
the Hush Mills, near Northampton, under the inspection of an 
otticer of the Inland Revenue Department. The sheets, after 
having been made up into reams of five hundred, Avere forwarded 
direct to the offices of the Department in Somerset House, and 
there counted in and out, every sheet being rigorously accounted 
for.

The colour of the paper was greyish-white, and, like all 
hand-made papers, it has varied considerably in thickness at 
different periods.)

* Coincident with the enclosing of the plate number within a circle, 
another number was introduced into the upper and lower margins, which 
was the “  official ” number of the plate.

f  This is especially noticeable in some of the one penny stamps, 
particularly those printed about the summer of 1870 (plates 139-144, 
Series ii.), which are on comparatively thick paper, differing materially 
from those appearing in the autumn of 1876, which are found oti paper 
so thin as almost to resemble pelure paper.
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W atermarks.— From the first creation of postage stamps in 
England watermarks have been introduced into the paper on 
which they have been printed. These watermarks are produced 
by affixing patterns of the required design on the wire gauze of the 
frame which receives the pulp in the process of the manufacture 
of the paper, and as this is consequently thinner where the 
pattern is affixed an impression is left behind, visible on holding 
the sheet to the light. The patterns themselves (technically 
termed “  bits") are made of thin brass or fine wire, and are supplied 
to the manufacturers of the paper under the direction of the 
officer in charge. They are so arranged on the frame that one of 
the impressions produced shall appear in each space destined to 
be occupied by a stamp, except in the paper manufactured ex
pressly for the one halfpenny (1870). The presence of water
marks in the stamps has always been considered as offering one of 
the most effectual impediments to forgery, and that this opinion 
is well founded is, wo think, amply borne out by experience.

It is evident that the principal danger apprehended by the 
Lords of the Treasury in carrying out the projected issue of 
adhesive pos age stamps was the possibility of forgery, and 
their apprehensions on this head were constantly kept alive by 
the prophecies of croaking alarmists which day by day appeared 
in the public journals. Eveu Sir Rowland Hill himself was 
not free from them.* Every precaution was consequently 
taken to place obstacles in the way of the dreaded evil. The 
danger of fraud did not, however, lie so much in this direction 
as in the fraudulent use of stamps a second time, rendered 
possible either by the omission of the officials to obliterate 
them, or by the removal of the effacing marks when made, a 
species of fraud that fortunately could not be carried on to any 
great extent. Even on the first of these points Sir Rowland

* Sir Rowland Hill, writing in 1871, says: "  My apprehensions, how
ever, happily proved groundless ; only two attempts, so far as I know, 
ever having been made, and both of a very bungling character, though 
in one the author was cunning enough to escape detection. In the other, 
which occurred in Ireland, the offender was convicted and punished ; the 
detection occurred through the fact that a young man had written to his 
sweetheart under one of the forged stamps, and enclosed another for her 
use in reply. ” — L ife o f S ir Hondáiul H ill, vol. i. p. 397.
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Hill himself says, that “  there was a good deal to complain of at 
the outset, so much so that a certain amount of discredit began 
to attach to the stamps as a whole." As regards the removal of 
the effacing marks by cleaning, this was done rather from mis
chievous than from fraudulent intentions, though it was not put 
a stop to until changes had been made both in the oblitérant 
ink and in that used for the impression of the stamps.*

* The effacing marks, as has been mentioned in the introductory 
chapters, were originally ordered to be made in red ink, which was most 
probably chosen by the Post Office officials from the long habit they 
had acquired of stamping in red everything which was paid. This, as 
we learn by an extract from Sir Rowland Hill’s diary, dated 21st May, 
did not prove efficient. “ Several more cases,” he writes, “ of stamps 
wholly unobliterated, or very nearly so, have come within my knowledge, 
and all sorts of tricks are being played by tbe public, who are exercising 
their ingenuity in devising contrivances for removing the obliteration 
stamp by chemical agents and other moans.” The principal chemists of 
the day were consulted, and many experiments made with inks variously 
compounded, while endless suggestions came in from all quarters. Sir 
Rowland Hill at last drew up a Report “  containing all the information 
then possessed, and recommending for the present, obliteration in good 
black printing ink prepared in a peculiar manner, and the printing of the 
adhesive stamps in coloured inks—blue as before for the twopenny ones, 
but red for the penny ones, both colours to be oleagiuous, but at the same 
time destructible, the aim being to render the obliteration so much more 
tenacious than the postage stamp that any attempt at removing the 
former must involve the destruction of the latter.”

The obliteration in black ink began to be brought into use about the 
month of June, and was applied to the stock of stamps on hand. 
“  Within three weeks from the date of the Report а chemist, named 
Watson, had succeeded completely in the removal of this obliteration by 
a process which, though very simple, inexpensive, aud effectual, in 
relation at least to the black stamp,”  proved so slow as to demand nine 
minutes per label in its application, so that the danger to he apprehended 
was not vety formidable. But when Sir Rowland Hill’s own clerk 
succeeded in effecting the operation at the rate of ouc per minute it was 
necessary to reconsider the question, as this rate was quick enough to 
render knavery profitable. At length, it having occurred to Sir Rowland 
Hill that “  os the means which were successful in removing the printing 
ink oblitérant were different from those which discharged Perkins’s ”  ink, 
a secure ink might l>e made by the addition of certain ingredients used in 
this latter to the printers’ ink. “ The device succeeded, and the ink so 
formed proved to all intents and purposes indestructible, ” — L ife o f Sir 
Rowland H ill, vol. i. pp. 399-404.
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Impression.— Tho sheets were struck off by hand-worked 
copperplate printing presses furnished with a back movement, 
by which the sheet was returned to the workman after it had 
received the impression, an invention due to the mechanical 
talent of the late Mr. Jacob Perkins. At the time of the ex
piration of the contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, & Co. 
there were thirty-eight of these presses engaged in printing the ' 
stamps in this Section, each of which was capable of turning 
out from four hundred to five hundred impressions per day.* 
The number of impressions which could be taken from each 
plate before it became unfit for service varied considerably. 
One was known to yield under twenty-four thousand impressions, 
while there are instances of others giving more than a million 
before they were destroyed as unfit for service. The average 
number, however, taken from the plates constructed after the 
deepening of the lines on the die of the one penny and twopence 
was about half a million.

A öheet of stamps printed in black from Die II., prior to the 
adoption of he lettering in the four angles, was exhibited by 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. at South Kensington, from 
which one million of impressions had been taken without any 
appreciable wear o f the plate.

I mprimatur.— Whenever a plate is actually brought into use 
for the first time, copies of the first impressions struck ofT arc 
brought by the officer o f the Inland lievenue Department charged 
with the surveillance of the operations on the premises of the 
contractors to the offices of the Department at Somerset House, 
with his certificate of the date when they were struck off, for the 
purpose of receiving the imprimatur of the Commissioners. This 
imprimatur is endorsed on one of the sheets, being applied by

* Questions have been asked how it was that stamps, especially those 
of one penny, purchased at the 1’ostOffices, frequently bore plate numbers 
lower than those purchased previously ; but it must be borne in mind that 
if thirty-eight presses were employed at any moment printing the same 
value, each press must have been supplied with a plate bearing different 
numbers. This reason is quite independent of the fact that I’ost Offices 
frequently issue fresh stock before the old is exhausted.
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virtue o f the Statuto 3 and 4 Viet., c. 96, and until it is given 
the impressions from the particular plate do not legally denote 
the rate of duty which the stamp purports to represent. In 
short, the Commissioners by this imprimatur allow the impres
sions from the particular plate to represent stamp duties, and 
put them under the protection of the law. The date of this 
imprimatur is necessarily subsequent to the commencement of 
the printing from the plate, but precedes the date of issue to 
the public frequently by some months, and occasionally by years, 
in the case of a continuous issue. Copies of the sheets so struck 
from each plate, with the original imprimatur endorsed, are 
preserved in the arcliivcs of the Inland itevenue Department 
at Somerset House.

G um.— After the sheets were printed and dried, the adhesive 
matter, or, as it is termed in the legend on the margin, the 
“  cement on the back,” was applied by the contractors for the 
printing. The composition originally employed was of a 
brownish-yellow colour, but very deficient in adhesive properties, 
and was moreover exceedingly disagreeable to the taste. Mr. 
Joshua B. Bacon, then senior partner in the firm of Messrs. 
Perkins, Bacon and Co., when examined before the Committee 
of the House of Commons in 1852, in reply to question 1724, 
said, “  Our gum is composed of potato starch, wheat starch, and 
gum.” *■ Before the same Committee, Mr. Edwin Hill, Con
troller of tlie Stamping Department at Somerset House, said that 
the gum was “ potato starch slightly burnt or toasted,” a con
dition implying that it was dextrine, which is starch that lias 
been exposed for a certain time to a heat of about 400° Fall. 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. imform us that up to the 
middle o f the year 1855 the adhesive matter was simply potato

* Mr. Bacon, the soil of Mr. Joshua B. Bacon, and the present senior 
partner in the firm, to whose courtesy we are indebted for many of the 
details wc are able to give with respect to the manufacture of this inter
esting series of stamps, considers that this statement as to gum entering 
into the composition of the adhesive matter was due to some misappre
hension, as lie believes that no gum was ever employed in combination 
with the starch.
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starch,* but that at that period, in order to add to the adhesive
ness of the stamps, a certain quantity of gelatine was added. 
This had the effect of rendering the composition much whiter in 
colour and less disagreeable in use than before, though it was still 
deficient in adhesive qualities. Great dissatisfaction was ex
pressed by the public on this account, as vast numbers of stamps 
failed to adhere, and were found loose in the letter-bags. With 
a view to improve the adhesiveness two coats of the composition 
were applied to the sheets in 1866, and this in some degree 
remedied the evil ; but the long use of the potato starch 
composition was in reality due to the ill-conceived notions of 
economy on the part of the authorities, t

Owing to causes into which it does not appear material to 
oui- present purpose to prosecute any inquiries, necessitating 
chemical research, an action was under certain conditions set up 
between the ink of the impression and the adhesive matter, 
which resulted in a discoloration of the intervening paper, a 
blue or greenish blue tinge being communicated to the stamp. 
In many ease" the tinge might more properly be described as 
green ; but this appearance is due mostly, if not entirely, to the 
yellow hue of the adhesive matter combining with the blue of 
the paper. This discoloration not only varied considerably in 
intensity, but, like all stains made on paper by chemical agency 
of a similar kind, was unevenly and capriciously diffused, a 
condition especially noticeable on the sheets preserved in the 
archives of the Inland Revenue Department at Somerset House,

* Ad account of this substitute for gum may be found in Household 
Words for 15th May, 1852, where it is mentioned that in the second year 
of Messrs. Perkins and Co.’s contract a rumour was spread that the 
adhesive matter on the postage stamps was a deleterious composition 
made from the refuse of fish and other disgusting materials. “  The Great 
British Gum Secret” was then spread far and wide, and the public was 
extensively informed that the postage label poison was made simply of 
potatoes !

Iu commerce it passes under the name of “  British Gum,”  being exten
sively used by calico printers, and is in reality roasted potato starch.

t  See my>’a, p. 63, note.



from which in order to receive the imprimatur the adhe
sive matter was removed from the back. Some o f these are 
blotchy, the blue tinge being in patches ; in others it is much 
more uniformly distributed ; some are deeply stained with the 
colour, while in others there is scarcely any, if any, tinge of 
blue.

The one penny stamps printed in ordinary black printers’ 
ink show no traces of discoloration, nor are any to be found 
in some of the essays printed in red-brown. The earliest 
impressions of the twopence also are free from discoloration, 
though it is apparent in those of a subsequent period, but not 
in an equal degree with the contemporaneous impressions of 
the one penny printed in red-brown and carmine-red. These 
latter scarcely ever fail to show the discoloration, which 
appears to liave reached its maximum point between 1848 and
1852. It then seemed to diminish gradually, but few 
specimens being found deeply blued, and it finally ceased in
1856.

From these appearances a notion sprang up that the one 
penny and twopence had been printed on blue paper. But there 
is not the slightest foundation in fact for this idea, as the paper 
was invariably greyish-white, and the tinge of colour is entirely 
due to the chemical discoloration of the paper in a greater or 
lesser degree.

That this discoloration was caused by the combined action 
of the ink and the adhesive matter is evident, because the 
margins of those sheets over which the adhesive matter has ex
tended are found to be free from discoloration, though a strong 
tinge of blue prevails to the extreme boundary to which the 
printing reaches. So also in many of the essays of colour for 
the one penny printed with a blank corner, the paper is found 
in its pristine condition in every part not covered by the 
impression, even to the blank letter blocks in the angles, while 
the rest over which the ink has passed is deeply discoloured.

Again, the condition of the imprimatur sheets before referred 
to shows that the ink and the adhesive matter did not o f them
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selves and alone combine to produce the discoloration, but that 
the action when set in motion operated with uncertain and 
irregular force. Further, it is clear that when the cause 
operated, the chemical action was set in motion immediately, 
though the discolouring effects developed themselves sub
sequently in a greater degree, and in this subsequent develop
ment it is by no means improbable that atmospheric influences 
wore indirectly concerned.

The real difficulty therefore lies in determining what this 
exciting cause really was, and the solution o f this question 
must be sought for either in the ink, the paper, or the adhesive 
matter, or in some of the elements composing them.

Mr. Edwin Hill, in his evidence before the Committee above 
referred to, attributed the discoloration to the “  alum used in 
she ing the paper,” setting up “  a chemical action between the 
gum and the printing ; ” but this theory seems to bo difficult, 
if not impossible, to reconcile with the facts as disclosed by the 
appearances on the imprimatur sheets, besides which the quantity 
of alum employed in the size is very minute, and would be 
evenly distributed over the paper. Ho further mentioned 
“  that some sheets when gummed presented none o f the 
objectionable appearances, whereas others gummed with gum 
out o f the same cask showed them in a most decided manner,” 
from which he inferred that the exciting cause was not in the 
gum.

Various other theories have been advanced from time to time 
to account for this discoloration, one alleging that it was due to 
iodine, another to the potato starch ceasing to operate after its 
admixture with gelatine ; the advocates of the one theory 
seeming to bo ignorant of the effects that iodine would produce 
on potato starch, and the others arguing rogardless of dates, 
for there is not a trace of blue discoloration to be found on any 
sheet o f the one penny stamps subsequent to the commencement 
of 1857, and yet the first batch of the stamps o f three-halfpence 
printed as essays on 22nd March, 1860, are most deeply tinged 
with the blue discoloration.



W e believe that the exciting cause which set in motion the 
chemical action between the ink and the gum is that which has 
been communicated to us by Mr. Bacon ; namely, that it is due 
solely and entirely to the use o f alum as an ingredient in the 
composition of the ink. This ingredient was introduced in a 
greater or lesser quantity for the purpose of brightening the 
colour of the ink, but the use of it was discontinued after it 
had been discovered that it was injurious to the steel of the 
plates. As far as it is possible to be ascertained, the abandon
ment of the use of this ingredient and the cessation of the 
discoloration were simultaneous. The appearances also of the 
imprimatur sheets tend to confirm this view. The normal colour 
of the impression of the one penny, as will be seen subsequently, 
was red-brown, which in some cases approached to a carmine 
tint. The first sheet where the blue appearance absolutely 
ceases, never to reappear, is printed in quite a different shade, 
being a brick-rod, and no subsequent impressions in red-brown 
are to be found, as the colour gradually fell into a lake-red, and 
so continued to the elose of the contract.

We have possibly been somewhat minute on the question of 
the discoloration o f the one penny and twopenny stamps of 
this section, a discoloration which commenced with the intro
duction of destructible colours in the printing; but it is one 
which has always created discussion, and been the subject of 
controversy among philatelists, and we have therefore thought 
it right to state all the facts which have come to our knowledge, 
and which we have been at some pains to ascertain, as well as 
to indicate the inferences which in our opinion may properly be 
deduced from them.

P erforation. — The sheets after having been printed and 
gummed were returned by the contractors to the Inland Revenue 
Department at Somerset House, there to undergo the final 
process of perforation. Up to the year 1854 the one penny 
and twopenny stamps were issued to the public imperforate ; 
but in that year machines were brought into use for perforating 
the sheets, and the system has now so gradually worked its
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way into the economy o f the manufacture of postage stamps, 
that it may be safely said, nine-tenths of thoso at present in use 
throughout the world are machine-perforated under one form 
or another.

In the year 1847 Mr. Henry Archer, an Irishman, proposed 
to the Marquess of Clanricarde, then Postmaster-General, the 
adoption of a machine invented by him, “  whereby the stamps 
might be separated without tho necessity of using knives or 
scissors.” The matter was referred to Mr. Bokenham, then 
Controller of the Circulation Department at the Post Office, and 
to other officials, who, in their report to the Commissioners of 
Stamps and Taxes made on the 14th October, 1847, stated that 
the machine appeared to be a clever and useful invention ; that 
they were thoroughly convinced that postage stamps separated 
by it, having jagged edges, would adhere to letters far better 
than those cut from the sheet hy knives or scissors ; and they 
concluded by submitting that it was most desirable the in
vention should be adopted. In the report of the Commissioners 
of Stamps and Taxes subsequently made to the Lords of the 
Treasury, the invention is described as being one “  for piercing 
the portions of the paper intervening between the labels by a 
series of cuts, in such a manner as to admit of their being 
detached singly without use of knife or scissors,” a system 
known to stamp collectors as perçage à la roulette, involving 
merely cuts in the paper without removing any portion of its 
substance. On the 7th January, 1848, the report was approved 
by the Lords of the Treasury, stamps subjected to its operation 
were authorised to be circulated, and orders were given that the 
machine should be set up and tried on the promises of Messrs. 
Bacon and Petch, under the superintendence of Mr. Edwin 
НШ, the Controller of the Stamping Department at Somerset 
House.

When a practical trial of the machine was made, it was found 
that tho piercing rollers by which the cuts were made, speedily 
wore out the table on which their edges descended, and but 
few sheets were perforated, as this defect soon put a stop to

F



further experiments.* Archer then, with the help o f a prac
tical machinist, modified the machine by introducing a series of 
lancet-shaped blades, but on trial this also failed, partly from 
the same cause as before and partly from the blades becoming 
blunted against the table.

Examples of the stamps, which are the result of both of these 
experiments, are preserved at the Post Office, and some few 
sheets found their way into the hands of the public, though the 
number must have been very limited, as specimens are exceed
ingly rare, but when found they may readily be distinguished 
from each other. In the first, the cuts vary in length, and the 
distances separating them from each other are unequal, while the 
cut itself is irregular and jagged, and the stamp is seldom left 
square at the angles. In the second, the cuts are straight and 
clean, widening at the extremities, and they are much closer 
together, and at more regular intervals.

In the year 1849 Archer, who from time to time had been 
assisted by the advice and suggestions of Mr. E. Hill, produced 
another machine, constructed on the principle of perforating 
the intervals between the stamps with a series of holes punched 
out of the substance of the paper. The first experiments were 
not successful, but after repeated alterations the machino'was 
got to work. Other difficulties now presented themselves, which 
Archer alleged were owing to obstructions placed in his way by 
the contractors for the supply of the stamps. In this he was 
entirely mistaken, the real cause of the principal difficulty being 
due to inequalities in the sizes of the sheets, arising partly from 
the damping previous to the printing, but chiefly from the plates 
varying in size, according to the amount of prossime employed 
in their preparation. Still the machine itself was far from being 
perfect, as is evident from the trials, which show a series of

* The first apparatus offered by Archer consisted of two machines to be 
used in succession, one containing a roller carrying thirteen little spur- 
wheels placed the width of a stamp apart ; the other with twenty-one similar 
spur-wheels the length of the stamp apart. The sheets wore passed first 
under the roller of the one to have the longitudinal lines of perforation 
pierced, then under the other for the cross lines.
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irregular oval-shaped holes, misplaced moreover -with regard to 
the edges of the stamps, owing to the machine failing to retain 
the sheets firmly in place during the process o f perforation. 
Many sheets were spoiled, but some were allowed to pass, and 
were used in the post. Specimens are o f the oxtremest rarity, 
but when met with may be recognised by the irregularity and 
oval shape of the holes running sideways to the margin of the 
stamp.*

It, however, became apparent in the course of these experi
ments that the new system was free from the great objections to 
which the former one was open, and that the best chance of 
success lay in attempting to improve the last machine. Archer 
having refused to continue his experiments on the premises of 
Messrs. Bacon and Petch, a room was placed at his disposal at 
Somerset House, where Mr. E. Hill could devote more time to 
the supervision of them.

It would be foreign to our purpose to recount here the history 
of the progressive development of the machine, which led to its 
ultimate success; Those curious on the subject may read it at 
length in the Parliamentary Blue Book o f the proceedings of 
the Committee of 1852 ; suffice it to say that the principal 
difficulty was solved by arranging the needles or punches so as 
to be capable of adjustment. These needles were disposed in 
such manner that sixteen holes were perforated by them in a 
longth of two centimetres or 0'7874 inch.

Archer had patented his machine, which was worked by 
hand with tolerable facility, and was at length considered as 
sufficiently satisfactory for practical use. The question then 
remained as to what compensation he should receive, a question 
which in his first proposals he had offered to “  leave open until 
the plan succeeded.” A  long correspondence with the Treasury 
ensued, and in 1852 the matter was referred to a Select Com

* Archer stated, in his examination before the Committee of 1852, that 
during the course of the various trials about five thousand sheets were 
experimented upou. Those which were not spoiled were, he said, partly 
distributed by him, while the rest were sent to country Post Offices for sale,
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mitteo of the House of Commonsj who reported in favour of the 
perforating system. The government, shortly after the report 
was made, settled the question by paying Archer a sum of 
£4000 for his expenses, and for the purchase of the right to 
use his invention during the term of his patent, which has of 
course long since expired.*

As soon as the purchase of the machine and the right to use 
it had been completed, Mr. James M. Napier, the able mechanical 
engineer, was ordered to construct several machines adapted for 
working by steam power, and he modilied the arrangement of 
Archer’s machine very considerably. Mr. E. Hill also suggested 
several improvements in the machines before they left Mr. Napier’s 
workshops, and after the two first were set to work at Somerset 
House considerable alterations and other improvements were 
made by him and Mr. Ormond H ill The machines constructed 
by Mr. Napier perforated sixteen to the two centimètres; but a 
change was tried in the spacing in March 1855, fourteen needles 
boiug introduced into the space before occupied by sixteen, as 
with the closer holes both the steel bed-plates of the machines 
and the perforated sheets were found to be too tender, the 
former frequently splitting, and the latter often tearing too 
readily along the lines of holes, so much so as to render the 
counting of the sheets very difficult. The experiment proving 
satisfactory, a similar change was made in all the machines suc
cessively, and this gauge has ever since continued to be employed 
for the whole of the ordinary sized postage stamps, and is found 
by the public to be convenient in use as permitting an easy 
severance of the stamps ; while at the same time sufficient paper 
is left to prevent this occurring too readily.

* Mr. Onnond Hill, formerly Controller of Stamping at Somerset 
House, to whose kindness many of the details here given are owing, 
informs us that Archer was not possessed of any inventive power or 
mechanical knowledge, but having imagined or picked up a good idea 
was entirely dependent on others for the mode in which it should be 
earned out, and being almost without means he went from one mechani
cian to another, and got each to work for him upon the hope of being 
paid when success was attained. When the Government purchased the 
machine and the right to use it, he told Mr. Hill that he had to pay 
about £2000 amongst the several mechanicians that had so aided him.
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The machines subsequently used contained further and im
portant improvements, devised about six years ago by Mr. Thos. 
Peacock, one of the superintendents in the Stamping Department. 
As so constructed they were extremely ingenious, perforating as 
many as 5500 sheets per hour, instead of the old rate of 3200.* 
The perforating needles at each descent perforate an entire row 
of stamps horizontally, and each side of the stamp longitudinally, 
so that three sides of the rectangle are perforated at each step of 
the process. There is consequently one row of needles as long as 
the horizontal row of twelve stamps on the sheet, and at right 
angles to this are thirteen short rows capable of adjustment in 
such manner as to adapt the machine either to the perforation of 
a sheet where the stamps are close together, or where they were 
printed in separate “  panes,”  as was formerly the case with most 
of the stamps in the Third Section,

Although the actual gauge of the perforations is fourteen, yet 
it not unfrequently occurs that on bringing the edges of two 
stamps together, both of which are perforated to the same gauge, 
it is found that the indentations do not exactly correspond. At 
other times it will be found that though the top line of inden
tations may gauge fourteen, the side ones are somewhat finer, 
and vice versă.f  This arises from a variation in the size of the 
needles where worn ones are replaced by new ones. Instances 
occur occasionally where, by a fault of the perforator, some 
of the rows of stamps have been twice perforated nearly in the 
same spot, the effect of which has been to cut away a portion 
of the first perforation, thus producing a very fine jagged 
edge along two sides, and oval holes at the other two. These 
must be carefully distinguished from the work of Archer’s 
machine, which punched irregular oval holes on all four sides.

* At present, as will be noticed hereafter, almost the whole of the 
perforation is done by the contractors for the printing.

t  According to the system adopted by philatelists no account is taken 
of the size of the perforated holes, the test being only that a certain 
number of holes, large or small, should be found within a certain space. 
This is no doubt a defect in the system, and one which it is easier to point 
out than remedy.



1. The One P enny (1840).
Date of Issue, 6th May, 1840.

D esign. D ie I.— That the design for the adhesive postage 
labels must present a portrait of the Queen seemed to be almost 
a foregone conclusion, against which no argument was admis
sible; but it was also considered that by adopting a portrait, 
with the features of which the officials must necessarily become 
familiar, any forgery of the stamps would bo more readily detected. 
Accordingly the Lords of the Treasury, in accepting the pro
posals made to them by Messrs. Bacon and Petch, selected a 
design embracing the portrait of Her Majesty with a back
ground of ornamental lathe-work. A drawing by Mr. Henry 
Corbould of tho obverse of Mr. William W yon’s Medal,* struck 
in commemoration of Her Majesty’s visit to the City on 9th 
November, 1837, which, following the numismatic rule, repre
sented Her Majesty as looking to the left, was taken as a model 
for this portrait, the engraving of which for the postage label 
was entrusted to Mr. Charles Heath. That eminent artist en
graved it in line upon a steel die, and a finer specimen of engraver’s 
work was perhaps never executed. + The intricate reticulated 
background surrounding the head, and the framework of the 
sides, were engraved mechanically by Messrs. Bacon and Petch 
by the application of one of the inventions of Mr. Perkins before 
referred to. J On a tablet above the head is the word postage,

* This celebrated medal, afterwards engraved by Frecbairn by anaglyp- 
tograph, was the work of Mr. William Wyon, A.R.A., Chief Engraver of 
Seals to the Queen, and Engraver to the Mint, and not only served as a 
model for the head of Her Majesty on the adhesive postage labels, but 
also, as wo shall see hereafter, for that executed by Mr, Wyon for the 
embossed stamps. Mr. Wyon died in 1851.

t  Mr. Heath died 18th November, 1848. He was occupied six weeks 
in the engraving of the head on the die, which, as completed, did not 
include the whole of his labours, as essays show that it was the combined 
outgrowth of two others previously engraved by him. He received the 
sum of fifty guineas for his work.

Î  That this background was considered as one of the principal features 
in the stamp is shown by the following extract from Sir Rowland Hill’s
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in white letters, on a ground of close vertical lines j and below 
is another tablet, with the value in full, one 
pen n y , also in white letters, on a similar ground.
In the four angles are white blocks one-tenth of 
an inch square, for the reception of the letter
ing, which up to the year 1860-1 was confined 
to the two lower blocks, the upper ones being 
filled in with ornaments in the form of Maltese crosses.*

The stamp so completed forms a plain rectangular parallelo-

H istory o f Penny Postage, which we would recommend to the consideration 
of the authorities of the present day, who, in the immunity from fraud 
in the matter of stamps which the Post Office has hitherto enjoyed, seem 
to have forgotten all the precautions which were originally taken to guard 
against it. Sir Rowland Hill writes : “ It will he easily perceived that if 
imitation cannot be effected without resort to the means above described, 
as used in the production of the stamps, forgery is in itself impracticable ; 
since no forger can have the command of very powerful, delicate, and 
therefore costly machinery, requiring for its management skilful and 
therefore highly paid workmen. If the Queen’s head alone constituted 
the effigy, something in imitation might he done by the aid of lithography, 
or some other such copying process ; but this fails when applied to the 
extremely delicate lines already mentioned as constituting the background, 
which in the lithographer’s hands do but smirch the paper.” — L ife o f Sir 
Rowland H ill, voL i; p. 408.

§ The die itself is a plate of steel about a quarter of an inch thick, 
and from two to two and a half inches square, and was engraved in the 
following manner: A rectangular piece of mechanical lathe-work was 
first of all engraved upon it to form the background, a portion of which 
in the form of the profile was scraped out, and on this blank space Mr. 
Heath subsequently engraved the head of Her Majesty. The tablets with 
the words postage and one penny were then added, with blank squares 
in the four comers, in the two upper ones of which Maltese crosses were 
subsequently engraved. The original matrix of the one penny was then 
complete. That of the twopence was made from a reproduction of the 
one penny die, the words two pence being substituted for one penny in 
the lower tablet, and this constituted the original die of the twopence. 
By this means absolute uniformity of design was secured for the two 
values. It ought to be mentioned that one and the same roller impression 
was used to create every one of the two hundred and forty impressions 
forming the plate of stamps, and other impressions on the roller were 
similarly used for other plates. Hence for each plate but one roller im
pression was used.
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gram, measuring about three-fourths of an inch in width by 
seven-eighths of an inch in height, or 18£ by 22£ millimetres.*

Considering the novelty of the task, it must be admitted that 
the result, both as regards design and execution, proved highly 
successful, the best evidence of which is that it retained its place 
in its original form for nearly forty years, during which period it 
was not only the parent of thousands of millions of impressions 
for the requirements o f its own country,t but has served as a 
model for the postage stamps of half the countries o f the world.

D i e  I L — Towards the close of the year 1854 the largo and 
increasing numbers of inferior impressions attracted the notice 
of the authorities, when it was represented to them, that, how
ever fit the original matrix was to produce roller impressions

* It will be observed that the English and French measurements 
frequently differ from each other, as one has not been taken from  the 
other, but both have been taken separately. The French one will conse
quently be found the most accurate, as the scale admits of more minute 
subdivisions than the English, without the necessity of having recourse to 
decimals or very minute fractions.

t  In the L ife o f Sir Rowland S ill  the editor gives a return from the
Board of Inland Revenue of the number of postage stamps issued from 
the 27th April, 1840, to December 31st, 1879, which we here transcribe. 

1,600,276,320 Labels of ................... id .
20,699,858,040

42,638,160
338.620.280 
105,829,824 
168,626,040 
153,815,820
158.721.280 

4,608,720 
7,635,080 
5,963,476

126,968,940
6,475,820
5,174,262

6.014
6.014

*»
»
»
»

Id, 
lid .
2d.
2i«L 
3d.
4d.
Od.
8d.
9d. 
lOd.
Is.
2e.
5s.
10s.
£ 1.

nta a little more than £11 l iThe money value of the above represe: 
millions sterling, of which about 86| millions are contributed by the one 
penny stamps alone.
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adapted to ordinary circumstances, yet that it failed to produce 
them o f sufficient depth to withstand the actual strain on the 
plates, which wore out with such rapidity as speedily to yield 
weak and indistinct impressions.* * * § It was therefore determined 
to construct a new matrix without interfering with the original 
one. For this purpose a reproduction of the original die was 
put into the hands of Mr. William Humphrys, a very skilful 
and careful engraver,! who limited his work to deepening the 
lines on the die, chiefly apparent in the shading of the face and 
the folds of the hair, making some slight alterations in the 
profile of the nose, and rendering the eyelid more distinct, as 
this latter, barely visible in the best of the impressions, was 
entirely invisible in the majority of them. The die thus altered 
was subsequently exclusively used for the construction of the 
platee, of which two hundred and four had been constructed 
from the original matrix. $ Plates constructed from the re
touched die were brought into use at the commencement of the 
year 1855, when a new series was also commenced. Impressions 
from Plate No. 1 of this new series were approved of on the 
15th January, 1855.

The original die will be designated Die L, and the retouched 
die, Die II. ; § and in the majority of cases no difficulty arises 
in discriminating between impressions taken from them. Some

* Between the 12th December, 1848, and the 30th November, 1854, no 
fewer than one hundred and twenty-three plates were constructed.

t  Mr. W. Humphrys was employed by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. 
principally in engraving vignettes for bank-notes and other like securities 
printed by them ; but some of the Colonial stamps furnished by that finn 
were due to his burin. He died at Genoa, 21st January, 1865.

X It must not be supposed that the manufacturers necessarily had re
course to the original matrix whenever it was requisite to construct a new 
plate. This was only necessary when fresh roller impressions were required, 
all of which were taken direct from the matrix.

The actual number of the plates constructed from Die I, was two hun
dred and nineteen, consisting of two hundred and four regularly numbered, 
one duplicate (77B) and fourteen reserve plates, numbered R. 1, lí. 2, etc.

§ To prevent mistakes, the second dies, both of the Id. and 2d., had new 
engraved upon them. (Vide inf., “  Essays,” kc.)



badly-printed impressions from Die II. are, it is true, liable to 
be mistaken for impressions from Dio L, and in such cases 
nothing but careful and minute examination will solve the 
question ; still, as a rule, tho more finished and regular appear
ance of the impressions from Die II. will leave no doubt as to 
the origin of any particular specimen.

P late.— The plate consisted of a single pane o f two hundred 
and forty stamps in twenty rows of hvelve in each row, thus 
having the facial value of £1, and constituting a Post Office 
sheet. On each of the margins the following legend was en
graved in italics: “ Price Id. per label; Is. per голу of 12 ; 
£1 per sheet. Place the label above the address and towards 
the right-hand side of the letter. In wetting the back be 
careful not to remove the cement.” In addition to the plate and 
official numbers there was a floriated ornament on each side- 
margin opposite the point between the tenth and eleventh rows, 
serving to facilitate the division of the sheet in half.

Sometime, most probably in the year 1861, an alteration was 
made in the plates by the insertion of the plate numbers in the 
reticulated framework of tho stamps in minute numerals in 
Avhite, an alteration which had been carried out in the year 1858 

in the two penny value. This was effected 
by engraving the numerals on the roller 
impression used for producing the plate 
prior to its being hardened. At the same 
time the lettering, which up to that time 
had been confined to the two lower angles, 
was extended to the two upper angles, and 
block, or Egyptian, letters substituted for 

the Roman capitals previously employed. These changes were 
effected when Plate No. 69 of the second series appeared, the 
impression from which bearing the imprimatur is not found ;*

• The impression from Plate No, 68, with the imprimatur dated 18th 
January, 1858, as also the impression from Plate No, 72, the imprimatur 
on ivhich is dated 14th March, 1861, are to be found in the archives at 
Somerset House ; but impressions from Plates Nos. 69, 70, and 71 are not

74 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.



LINE-ENGRAVED STAMPS. 75

but it appears that the actual issue to the public did not take 
place until the 15th May, 1864.*

No further change was made during the continuance of the 
contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. Under this con
tract Plate No. 225 was the last constructed, the impression 
from which received the imprimatur on the 31st December, 
1878, so that from first to last four hundred and fifty plates had 
been made ; v iz , two hundred and nineteen for Series L from 
1840 to tho end of 1854, and two hundred and twenty-five 
numbered plates, and six reserved plates for Series II. from 
January 1855 to the end of 1879.

Paper.— The sheet measured twenty inches long by twelve 
inches wide. The space nocessary for so much of the plate as 
was occupied by the stamps was marked out by a watermarked 
border of five parallel lines, interrupted twice on each side and 
once at the top and bottom by the insertion of the word postage 
in double-lined capitals.

Within this border were two hundred and forty small crowns, 
watermarked in the paper, so disposed as that one should fall 
under each stamp. These “  bits ” were made of fine wire, 
twisted by hand into the form of a crown, and varied slightly 
both in size and form during the period they were employed. 
They are readily distinguishable from the pattern next described 
by the invariable presence of a perpendicular line surmounted 
by a cross running down the centre. Certain letters are fourni 
watermarked at the edge of the sheet, but these only refer to 
the accounts kept of the manufacture.
to be found, and unfortunately this is not the only instance of impiessions 
from plates presenting interesting features being omitted in the official 
collection. The alteration above referred to, as we learn from Mr. Bacon, 
occurred on Plate 69. We have not met with specimens bearing a number 
previous to 70; but the engravers in the employ of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon 
and Co. remember the circumstance from the coincidence of the number 
with that of their establishment in Fleet Street, No. 69.

* The records of the Post Office give the date of the issue to the public 
as June, 1864, but it is clear that it was in circulation on 15th May, pre
viously to which time specimens had only found their way into collections 
of amateurs as curiosities.—Lc Timbre-Posle, 1864, p. 43,



Towards the end of the year 1855 the watermarks in the 
paper underwent some modification. The watermarks round the 
sheet were not altered, but the small crowns were replaced by 
others of larger dimensions. The bits for the new watermark, 
which will be designated “  large crown ” to distinguish it from 
“  small crown,” were stamped out of thin brass, and were con
sequently more uniform in their size and form than those made 
by hand, and more visible in the paper,* It is not possible to 
fix the exact date when this change was carried out. The sheet 
printed to receive the imprimatur of Plate No. 23 of Die II. 
is the first on which the “  large crown " is found ; while that 
printed from Plate No. 24, which received the imprimatur on 
the same day, 12th November, 1855, is the last on which the 
“  small crown ” is found in the records at Somerset House. The 
inference to be drawn is, that the printers had a stock of paper 
in hand with both watermarks, and used it indifferently during 
the transitional period.

I mpression. — After many trials the colour chosen for the 
impression was black. About the month of August, 1840, it 
was, for the reasons previously mentioned, determined to change 
it to red, and to print both it and the twopence in oleaginous 
colours, which should at the same time be destructible. The 
stamps in the new colour were ordered to be issued as the stock 
on hand of those printed in black became exhausted, which was 
not, however, till early in the month of January following, when 
the public was furnished with penny stamps of the new colour. 
Although it was first proposed that the colour should be red, yet 
that ultimately chosen was rather a red-brown, which may be 
considered as the normal colour; but during the period that 
this stamp was current this normal colour has wandered through

* Although these watermarks arc the two principal types or pattoms, 
yet several subsidiary varieties of each pattern are found. Thus we find 
at least three distinct varieties in the shape and size of the “ small 
crown," the one last in use in 1855 being wider and deeper than the one 
first employed. There arc also some varieties of the “ large crown,” but 
we have not attempted to chronicle any of these as varieties of watermark, 
contenting ourselves with simply pointing out their existence.
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all shades, from rod-brown to brick-red, and from rose-red to 
lake-rod, in a dark shado of which it finished its career.*

The ink was applied thickly, and was liable to rub oif, as 
most collectors know by experience.

Perforation. —  After the sheets had been printed and 
gummed they underwent the final process of perforation, as 
has been already described. Occasionally it has happened that 
a sheet o f stamps has been accidentally passed over without 
having been perforated, and has been issued in that condition, 
but such an accident has been one of the rarest possible occur
rence. Some sheets of the one penny stamp were so issued in 
March, 1870, but probably the most noteworthy example was 
that which occurred in 1873, when one or two sheets of that 
value, which had escaped perforation, found their way to the 
Cardiff post-office, and were on sale there for a few days. The 
circumstance did not fail to attract the notice o f collectors at the 
time, and it obtained for the stamps in question the singular 
honour of being chronicled in a foreign catalogue as a rare 
local variety  for the town of Cardiff.

SYNOPSIS.
I.

D ie  I .— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Imperforate.
6th May, 1840. One penny, black.

II.
D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Imperforate.

January, 1841 to 1854. One penny, red-brown, brick-red red 
(varying shades of each).

VARIETIES.

1847. Ono Penny, red-brown, roulcUcd (Archer’sfirst machine).
1848. One Penny, red-brown, regular incisions (Archer’s second

machine).
1849. One Penny, red-brown, oval perforations 15 (Archer’s third

machine).
* In the course of the proceedings before the Committee of 1852 some 

sheets of stamps were produced, one of which had been printed ten years 
previously. The evidence given before the Committee tended to show 
that the remarkable variations in colour were in a great measure due to 
the effects produced by time and atmospheric influences on seme of the 
colouring ingredients used in the composition of the ink.
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III.
D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Perforated.

1864-1855. One Penny, red-brown, brick-red (shades), perf. 16. 
1856. One Penny, red-brown (shades), per/. 14.*

IV.
D ie II.— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Perforated.

1855. One Penny, red-brown (shades), perf. 16.
1855. One Penny, red-brown, brick-red (shades), perf. 14.f

* The introduction of a new series printed from Die II. in January, 
1855, the change in the watermark of the paper in November, 1855, and 
the alteration of the gauge of the perforations, which also commenced to 
be carried out in 1855, combined to make considerable confusion in the 
period from 1854 to 1856.

From a comparison of the dates it will be perceived that Die II. was 
brought into use about eleven months before the watermark on the paper 
was changed from “ small” to “ large crown.” Hence we find all the 
varieties we should expect of impressions from Dies I. and II. on paper 
watermarked “ small crown.”

Prior to the 12th November, 1855, we find that seventeen plates con
structed from Die II. had been approved, all the impressions from which 
were struck on “ small crown” paper. On the 12th November, 1855, 
fifteen plates from Die II. were approved, the impressions from ten of 
which are on “ small crown," and the remaining five on “ large crown” 
paper. As at that period not more than about fifteen plates were required 
to be in daily use, it is not probable, though it may be possible, that when 
the “ large crown ” paper was introduced any of the presses wero furnished 
with plates from Die I. After the most careful research we have been 
unable to find any satisfactory specimens from Die I,, either imperforate 
or perforated, printed on paper watermarked “ large crown,” and we have 
such strong doubts of their existence that we have omitted them from the 
list, though they have been chronicled by others.

t  We are aware that an imperforate variety of Die II., watermarked 
with “ small crown,” has been said to exist, and many copies have been 
produced to us in evidence of the fact. After careful examination of the 
specimens, we are convinced that they aro only good impressions from 
Die I. It is, however, by no means beyond the bounds of possibility that 
the variety exists, as a sheet in the early days of perforation might have 
easily passed in an imperforated state, and been so issued, though wc have 
failed to find a copy. Without further evidence of its existence we have 
thought it best to omit it.
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V.
D ie II .— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.” Perforated, 

1666. One Penny, red-brown, brick-red (shades), per/. 16.
1856 to 1864. One Penny, red-brown, brick-red, rose, rose-red 

(shades),^)/. 14.
VARIETY.

One Penny, light rose-red, imperforate.
VI.

D ie I I .— Paper watermarked with “  large crown.” Letters 
in all four angles. Plate numbers on stamps, commencing 
with No. 69, and ending with No. 225. Perf. 14.

15th May, 1864, to 1880. One Penny, rose-red, carmine-red, lake
red (shades of each).

VARIETY.
One Penny, rose-red, imperforate. Plates Nos. 107, 116, and 136.

The following table, composed from an examination of the 
sheets preserved in the archives at Somerset House, may prove 
useful as showing some of the variations in the colour of the im
pressions and of the paper, as also the periods at which certain 
plates were brought into use.

Series I. D ie I. (Heath’s head).
PI. No. 1, approved 27th April, 1840, impression black.

8 , 31st July, 1840 99 99
12 , 25th Feb., 1841, impres. red-brown, paper very blue.
21 , 11th Dec., 1841 »> brick-red M very little trace.
24 , 17th March,1842 >9 red-brown »1 faint trace.
31 , 21st Jan., 1843 »1 deep red-brown D slight trace.
42 , 23rd Jan,, 1844 99 red I» decidedly blue.
53 , 7th Jan., 1845 1» red »9 slightly blue.
65 , 2nd Feb., 1846 99 red-brown 91 much bluer.
73 , 14th Jan,, 1847 99 red 99 slightly blue.
77B , 12th Jan., 1848 99 dark red-brown 99 very blue.
90 , 25th May, 1849 99 brown-red >9 blue.

104 , 12th June, 1850 1) red 99 blue.
112 , 1st Jan., 1851 » brownish-red 99 very blue.
134 , 6th Feb., 1852 M red-brown 99 very little blue.
161 , 14th Jan., 1853 »» reddish-brown 99 slightly blue.
179 , 13th Feb., 1854 99 red 99 some traces.
204 , 30th Nov., 1854 » deep red 99 faint blue.

With this latter plate Series I. ended.



S eries II. D ie II. {Humphrys’ retouch).
PI. No. 1, approved 15th Jan., 1855, impression red-brown, paper blue.
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„  23* ,, 12th Nov., 1855 tt red ft blue.
„  32 ,, 16th Jan., 1856 И red ft faint blue.
„  51 ,, 25th June, 1856 J » red ft slight blue.
The impression from this plate is the last which shows any trace of blue

on the paper.
Plate No. 55, approved 11th February, 1857, impression carmine-red.

,, 61 ,, 18th January, 1858 ,, lake-carmine.
The plate numbers were inserted on the face of the stamps, commencing 

with Plato No. 69, and consequently the colour of the impression will 
thenceforward be apparent from the specimens,

Plate No. 71, approved 14th March, 1861.
75 >» 7th February, 1863.
82 ft 1st March, 1864,
98 ft 10th March 1865.

108 tt 23rd March, 1868.
125 ft 5th February, 1869.
139 tt 2nd February, 1870.
150 tt 24th April, 1871.
156 tt 12th January, 1872.
168 tt 14th October, 1873.
181 tt 13th April, 1874.
187 tt 20th April, 1875.
195 tt 9th March, 1876.
206 tt 10th May, 1877.
213 tt 25th February, 1878.
225 tt 31st December, 1878.

Plate No. 225 was the last of the Series IL, and was in use at the 
termination of the contract at the close of 1879.

The history of the one penny stamp would not be completo 
without referring to the Official one penny stamp, known to 
philatelists as the V.R. stamp, and the Reprint of the one 
penny, in black, on paper watermarked with a “ large crown.”

T h e  Y.R. Sta m p .

Simultaneously with tho issue of the one penny stamp to the 
public in 1840, a stamp expressly intended only for official 
correspondence was also prepared. In design it was an exact

* Plate No. 23 is the first in which the impression appara on paper 
watermarked with the large eratım.
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counterpart of the one penny stamp then issued, with the single 
exception that the upper angles, instead of being completed by 
the insertion o f Maltese crosses, were occupied by the letters
V.1Ì. in Roman capitals. The paper and watermark, the num

ber of stamps on the sheet, and the marginal 
inscriptions, were identical with those of the 
one penny stamp; but in lieu of the plate 
being numbered at the four corners with a 
numeral a capital Л was employed. The pro
ject of franking official correspondence with 
special adhesive stamps was abandoned at the 

outset, and never after carried into execution.* The stamp there
fore which had been prepared for the purpose was not issued, and 
it is believed that but very few sheets were printed. The Con
gress of Philatelists in Paris, in 1878, discussed the question as to 
whether this stamp was ever issued, or was to be regarded as an 
essay ; but the question is really not open to controversy ; for it 
must be regarded as belonging to that category of stamps which, 
after having been officially prepared for issue, have not been put 
into circulation. It has also been attempted to draw an infer
ence in favour of its having been issued for postal purposes,

* When franking by members of the Legislature was abolished by the 
Act 2 and 3 Viet., c. 52, Her Majesty, ever ready to set a good example, 
also abandoned her privilege of franking, and it was determined that all 
other such privileges should cense at the same time. Account was there
fore ordored to be kept in the Government offices of the amount paid for 
postage by each office, and an annual vote for the total was inserted in the 
estimates for the year. This system was afterwards relaxed in favour of a 
few of the principal offices, and one of the officials in each of such offices 
was authorised to frank official correspondence by affixing his signature to 
the face of the letter, which was in practice done with a hand-stamp bear
ing a facsimile of the signature. In 1868 the rule was still further 
relaxed, and the privilege extended to all the departments of the Govern
ment. By the last returns which have appeared in the reports of the 
Postmaster-General (those for the year ending 31st March, 1879), it appears 
that the weight of official correspondence, &c., conveyed during the year 
by the Post Office amounted to about five hundred and eighty tons, the 
postage on which would have been upwards of £108,000, and this was 
independent of the correspondence of the Post Office itself.

О



from the fact that copies are found obliterated with a postal 
hand-stamp. Eut this proves nothing, as some of the printed 
sheets were utilised for experiments in obliterating ink and 
marks. The essay of obliteration most commonly found on the 
stamp is composed of concentric circles, but occasionally the 
croix pâtée is met with. It is also not impossible that some 
copy or other may wittingly or unwittingly have been sent 
through the post, where it would readily have passed undetected 
by the stampers, and have been obliterated as a matter of course.

The sheet preserved in the archives of the Inland Revenue 
Department shows that the impression was struck on 15th April, 
1840, and the plate formally approved on the 27th o f the same 
month.

SYNOPSIS.
1840, Paper watermarked with “ small crown.’” V.R, in 

upper angles. Imperforate.
One Penny, black, (never issued. )

The One Penny R eprint.
A  rather remarkable reprint of the One Penny Stamp in its 

original colour was made in the year 1864. Some o f the 
younger branches of the Royal Family had commenced to form 
a collection o f Postage Stamps, and application was made to 
the Inland Revenue Department for specimens. None of the 
one penny printed in black being found in stock, in order to 
comply with the request preferred on the part o f their Royal 
Highnesses, some copies were ordered to be struck off from one 
of the plates kept in reserve at Somerset House, constructed 
from Die IL, but with the Maltese crosses in the upper angles. 
As the paper watermarked with the “ small crown” had long 
since ceased to be supplied, the impression was made on paper 
watermarked with the “ large crown,”  Specimens of these re
prints are rare, as but few copies were printed. They are mere 
curiosities, never having been intended for issue or to be used 
for postal purposes, and therefore cannot be regarded as stamps. 
Their existence is only recorded here from a desire to make the
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history as completo as possible, and to enable collectors to account 
for their peculiar features should they meet with specimens.*

SYNOPSIS.
18G4. Paper watermarked with “  large crown.” Imperforate.

One penny, black (reprint).

2. The Twopence (1840).
Date of Issue, May, 1840.t

D esign.— D ie I.— The design is identical with that of the 
one penny, the die being, as before stated, a reproduction from 
the original die o f the one penny, the only variation consisting 
in the necessary alteration of the lower tablet, on which the 
value two pence is inscribed in place of one penny. This 
die wiH be distinguished as Die I.

In February, 1841, a slight change was made in the design 
by the introduction of two horizontal white 
lines, the one immediately below, and the 
other above, the upper and lower tablets, 
made by drawing them on a roller impression 
of the matrix, and consequently causing no 
alteration in the die. The change cannot 
be called an improvement, but it is said to 
have been done as a matter of expediency to render the two

* The specimen from which the above description is taken is that in 
the collection of Mr. Philbrick, who received it from the late solicitor to 
the Stamp Office. It is gummed, and bears the lettering of R.H. in the 
lower angles. The watermark of the “  large crown ” is upside down.

f  Wc have been at some pains to endeavour to ascertain the exact date 
when this issue took place. Unfortunately the early stamp records of 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. were destroyed in a fire which occurred 
in their premises in 1857, so that we have been unable to obtain inform
ation from them respecting many early events. Impressions from Platea 
1 and 2 are not to be found among the archives at Somerset House, but 
through the kindness of the head of the Stamping Department there the 
records have been searched, and it has been ascertained that the stamp 
was approved in May, 1840. A minute search in the records of the Post 
Office lias been made, and the Secretary has informed us that the issue took 
place in London in May, 1840, and in the country in the following month.
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penny stamp more easily distinguishable from that of the one 
penny. Plate No. 3, the impression from which was approved 
on the 25th February, 1841, is the lirst on which these lines 
appear, and no change was made either in Plato No. 4 or Plate 5, 
the former of which received its imprimatur on 6th December, 
1849, and the latter on 8th June, 1855.

Plato No. 6 was approved 15th February, 1857, and impres
sions from it are readily distinguishable from those taken from 
Plates Nos. 3, 4, and 5, as the white lines drawn on the roller 
were rendered somewhat lese prominent.

D ie II .— In April, 1858, a new die was made for the two
pence from a reproduction of Die II. o f the one penny, as 
strengthened by Humphrys at the end of 1854. W hy the pre
paration of a new die for the twopence should have been so long 
delayed does not appear; but it was probably owing to the 
demand for the stamps being very limited, and the strain on the 
plates consequently but feeble. This new die will be referred to 
as Die II. to distinguish it from that last described, and it was 
employed for the first time in the construction of plate No. 7, 
completed 18th May, 1858, impressions from which were 
approved 11th June following.*

P l a t e . — The plate consisted of two hundred and forty stamps 
in twenty rows of twelve each, representing a facial value of £2 ; 
but a mark o f division in a wedge-like form was engraved on 
the side margins between the tenth and eleventh rows to indicate 
where the sheet might be separated into two halves, each half 
sheet o f the facial value of £1 being treated by the Post Office as 
an entire and separate sheet for the purpose of office computation. 
The legends on the margins o f the plate were identical with 
those on the plate of the one penny, save the requisite changes 
in value to 2d. per label and 2s. per row of twelve.

The plates were originally numbered by numerals at the four

* It is almost unnecessary to state, that Die II. of the twopence being, 
like Die I., made from a reproduction of the corresponding die of the one 
penny, there were no white lines on the die itself, which continued to be 
inserted in the manner before pointed out.
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comers, but when plate No. 12 was brought into use the plate 
numbers were enclosed in small circles, and the official number 
of the plate was introduced into the margins.

As has been stated above, plates Nos. 1 to 6 were constructed 
from the original die, but when plate No. 7 was constructed 
from Die II. some important alterations were made in the 
stamp, which were subsequently extended to that of one penny. 
The Maltese crosses in the upper angles were suppressed, and 
letters, the reverse of those in the lower angles, were substi
tuted for them, the whole of which were in block or Egyptian 
letters, in lieu of the Roman capitals previously employed. 
At the same time also the number o f the plate was inserted in 
minute figures in the net-work pattern of the frame on both sides.

Plate No. 8 was approved 7th July, 1859 ; and plate No. 9 
14th March, 1861. Impressions from plates Nos. 10 and 11 
are not found at Somerset House, nor have any specimens of 
stamps bearing these numbers been dis
covered, and as no record of the manu
facture of these plates has been traced by 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., we may 
safely assume that they were not constructed.
Plate No. 12 was approved 1st January, '
1868; plate No. 13 on 31st March, 1869; 
plate No. 14 on 24th April, 1871 ; and plate No. 15 on 3rd 
September, 1875. This latter plate was in use up to the ex
piration of the contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., 
at the close of 1879. It may be noticed that on the whole 
of these last three plates the white lines are thinner than on 
any of the former plates.

P a p e r .— The paper employed was similar in all respects to 
that employed for the impression o f the one penny. The first 
plate from which the impression deposited at Somerset House 
was taken off on paper watermarked with a “  large crown ” is 
No. 6, before referred to, but this paper was used during the 
continuance o f Plate No. 5.

I mpression.— The colour originally adopted was Prussian-



blue, which continued with variations of depth of shade to be 
the normal colour up to the expiration of the contract at 
the close of 1879; but of late years the blue was somewhat 
darker and more purple in tone. The ink first employed was 
the ordinary blue printer’s ink, rather pale in colour ; but the 
ingredients were changed at the end of the year 1840, so as 
to render it destructible, and thus avoid the danger of the 
effacing marks being removed by cleaning.

Gum.—The adhesive composition employed was the same as 
that used for the one penny stamps ; but the effect of the 
chemical action between the blue ink and the potato starch is 
not so pronounced as was the case in the one penny stamps ; 
besides which a diffused blue tint is found on many of the 
specimens arising from the absorption by the damped paper of 
a certain amount o f colour. This tint varied in depth, inasmuch 
as it principally depended on the cleaning off of the plate in 
the process of printing.

P erforation .— The observations already made are applicable 
to this value, all the changes in perforation being made simul
taneously with those in the one penny. It does not appear that 
any experiments with Archer’s machines were tried on sheets of 
the twopence, as no specimens have ever been met with.

SYNOPSIS.
I.

D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.” Imperforate.
June, 1840. Twopence, light blue, deep blue (shades).

II.
D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ small crown.”  White lines 

inserted below postage and above tWo pence. Imperforate.
March, 1841 to 1854. Twopence, deep blue (shades).

III.
D ie  I,-— Paper watermarked with “  small crown.” White 

lines, as in II. Perforated.
1854 -1855. Twojience, blue (shades), perf. 16.
1855. Twoj»ence, blue (shades), jw f. 14.
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IV.

D ie  L— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.” White 
lines, as in II. Perforated.

1856. Twopence, blue (shades), perf 16.
1856. Twopence, blue (shades), per/. 14.

V.
D ie  I.— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.”  White 

lines thinner. Perforated.*
1857. Twopence, deep blue, blue, per/. 16.
1857. Twopence, deep blue, per/. 14.

VI.
D ie  II.— Paper watermarked with “ large crown.” White 

lines, as in II. Letters in all four angles. Plate numbers on 
stamps. Plates Nos. 7 to 12f j perf. 14.

July, 1858 to 1869. Twopence, deep blue (shades).

VII.
D ie  II.— Paper watermarked with “  large crown.” White lines 

thin. Plates Nos. 13 to 15 ; peril 14.
1869 to 1880. Twopence, blue, dark blue, violet-blue (shades).

VARIETY.

Twopence, blue, deep blue, imperforate. Plate No. 13.

3. T he T hree H alfpence (1870).

Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

This stamp was originally designed and the die o f it engraved 
hy Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. in 1860, in contemplation

* Plates Nos. 1 and 2 were employed for I., Plates Nos. 3, 4, and 6 for 
II., III., and IV., and Plate No. 6 for V. As this latter plate was brought 
into use so late as February, 1857, it is remarkable as shewing that the 
perforation 16 was still in use in sonic of the machines up to that period, 
though specimens of impressions so perforated are somewhat rare.

t  Plates No. 10 and 11 were not made.



of an alteration in the postal rates, which failed to secure the 
assent of Parliament.*

D esign.— The design consists in a diademed portrait in profile 
of Queen Victoria to the left, engraved on steel in the same 
manner as the die for the one penny, and on a ground mechani

cally engraved after a similar design. The 
head is enclosed by a triangular curvilinear 
band in the form of a shield, the apex resting 
on the exterior line of the rectangular frame 
at the bottom, while the curved line of the 
side opposite the apex touches the exterior 
line of the frame at the top. On this band, 
which is in white, is postage on one side, 

three on that opposite the apex, and halfpence on the other, 
the intervening spaces being filled up with a scroll-patterned 
ornament. The usual white letter blocks are inserted in the 
four angles, and the size of the stamp is the same as that of the 
one penny, measuring 18f by 22J mm.

It may be remarked that the profile, though engraved after 
the model of the one penny, falls very far short of the original. 
The form of the triangular band also necessitated a change in 
the lower part of the bust, which is so shortened as to take 
away the repose which distinguishes that engraved by Mr. Heath.

P late.— The plate consisted of two hundred and forty stamps 
in twenty rows, of twelve in each row, thus presenting the

* A considerable provision appears to have been printed from the first 
plate of the die, which was approved of on 22nd March, 1860. The pro
posed issue was printed in lilac-rose, and perforated 14. The sheet on 
which the imprimatur is endorsed is deeply tinged with the blue discolor
ation, which had at that time absolutely ceased in the case of the one 
penny and twopence. The proposed alterations in the postal rates not 
having been carried out, the stock was ordered to be destroyed, but some 
few sheets were preserved, and copies are also found surcharged with 
“ specimen.” These stamps are not common, and when met with are 
readily distinguishable from the issue of 1870 by the colour of the im
pression. Although the imprimatur sheet and many specimens are 
found deeply discoloured, yet other impressions are found in which the 
discoloration is much less marked.
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facial value of £1 10s., and constituting a Post Office sheet. 
On the top, bottom, and side margins was engraved the following 
legend: “ price 1 |d. per label; Is. Gd. per row of twelve; 
£1  10s. per sheet. Place the labels above the address,” &c., as 
in the plate o f one penny. The plate and official numbers were 
also inserted in the margins, as also the mark indicating the 
point where the sheet was divisible into halves, in the same 
manner as in the plate of the one penny.

I mpression.— The original plate constructed in I860 was em
ployed for printing the first supply of these stamps, and it was 
not until the 13th April, 1874, that another plate appears to 
have received the imprimatur. This was numbered 3, and 
minute figures of 3 were introduced into the reticulated border 
of the stamp in the first entire lozenge immediately above the 
two lower letter blocks. Plate No. 2 is not found, and was 
never used. The stamp was employed on a very limited scale, 
and Plate No. 3 was still in use at the expiration of the contract 
with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co., and most probably its 
issue was due rather to the fact that the die and the plate were 
in existence than from any particular call for its issue on the 
part of the public.

L ettering.— This was precisely similar to that on the one 
penny and twopenny stamps.

P aper .— This was also the same as that employed for the last- 
mentioned stamps, having the samo watermark in the margins 
and the “  large crown ” on each stamp.

The colour o f the impression was lake-red, at times approaching 
very closely to some of the shades of colour of the one penny.

Perforation , & c.— The gumming and perforation were the 
same as in the one penny and twopence.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  large crown.”  Plates 1 and 3, the 

first not numbered on the face ; perf. 14.
1st October, 1870 to 1880. Three halfpence, lake-red (shades).

VARIETY.
Three halfpence, lake-red (Plate 1), imperforate.
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4. The H alfpenny (1870).

Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

D esign .— The die was engraved by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon 
and Co., and the design consists of a diademed portrait in profile 
of Queen Victoria to the left on a white ground within an up
right oval medallion, standing in a rectangular frame, the ground
work of which is mechanically engraved in lattice work. At 
each angle is a white square block for receiving the letters, and 

the spaces on each side between the upper and 
lower blocks are filled in with a solid ground 
of colour, on which “  £d.” is inserted in white. 
The plate numbers are found in the reticulated 
border of the framework on each side in minute 

figures in white, as in the one penny. The stamp measures 
18 mm. in width by 14 mm. in height, and its diminutive size 
rendered it inconvenient in use, though it doubtless was 
acceptable to the officials as preventing confusion.

P late.— The plate consisted of four hundred and eighty 
stamps in twenty rows, of twenty-four in each row, thus pre
senting the facial value of £1, and constituting a Post Office 
sheet. On the top, bottom, and side margins the following 
legend was engraved: “ price  £d. per label; Is. per row of 
2 4 ; £1 per sheet. Place the labels above and at the righ t- 
hand side of the address. In wetting the back be careful not 
to remove the cement.”  The number of the plate was inserted 
in a small circle at each of the four comers of the plate, and at 
the top and bottom between the twelfth and thirteenth stamp 
in the row, a fan-shaped ornament was introduced into the mar
gins, indicating the point of division of the sheet into halves. 
The official number was on the upper margin of the left half, and 
in the lower margin of the right half.

The issue commenced with Plate No. 1, approved on the 
20th June, 1870. Plate No. 2 was never finished ; plate No. 7 
was not made, nor were Nos. 16, 17, and 18, but with these
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exceptions plates numbered in consecutive order followed 
uninterruptedly. Plate No. 20, which was tho last con
structed previously to the expiration of the contract at the 
close of the year 1879, was approved on 31st December, 
1878.

L ettering.— The lettering of the stamps was on the same 
system as that employed for the other values ; but as they were 
more numerous in the horizontal rows, those on the first row 
were necessarily lettered in the lower angles írom A.A. to A.Y., 
and in the upper from A.A. to Y.A.

P aper .— The paper was similar to that on which the one penny 
stamp was printed, though rather thinner. The sheet measured 
twenty-one inches in length by fourteen inches in depth, and was 
watermarked with the word halfpenny  in cursive hand, repeated 
eight times in the length and twenty times in tho depth, so as 
to extend horizontally over tliree stamps. The only watermark 
in the border was at each end of the sheet, whore the words 
“  Postage Stamps ”  in cursive hand are found.

I m p r e s s i o n . — The colour o f the impression was lake-red, 
and varied but little during the continuance of the issue 
except that at times the colour approached more or less to 
rose-red.

P erforation , & c.— The perforation was the usual one of 14. 
The perforation was not made from the top to the bottom of the 
sheet, but from end to end, and it may be remarked that it was 
not continued after the twenty-third row, so that the twenty- 
fourth was only perforated on three sides. The gumming was 
the same as in the preceding values.

R emarks.— This stamp was called into existence when the 
rate on newspapers and book-po3t parcels was reduced, a half
penny then becoming the unit of calculation in respect of them. 
The first order given was for nearly six hundred millions, and 
though, on account of the extensivo use of halfpenny wrappers, 
the demand has not kept pace with the expectations o f the 
authorities, it is still very considerable, and in point of numbers 
ranks next after that o f the one penny.



SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “  halfpenny ” extending over three 
stamps. Plates 1 to 20, except 2, 7, 16, 17, and 18; perf. 14.

1st Oct., 1870 to 1880. Jd., lake-red, rose-red (shades of both). 

VARIETY.

Jd. lake-red, imperforate. Plate No. 5.
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SECTION IL 

EMBOSSED STAMPS.

(1) T he O ne S hilling  . issued 13th September, 1847.
(2) T he T enpence . „  6th November, 1848.
(3) T he S ixpence . „  1st March, 1854.

This Section, consisting of three values only, comprises the 
whole o f the adhesivo postage stamps ever manufactured by the 
Inland Revenue Department, having been embossed in colour 
and gummed on the government premises at Somerset House.

In consequence of a manifest desire on the part o f the public 
that the prepayment of letters by means of stamps, more 
especially as applicable to foreign and colonial letters, should be 
facilitated by the issue of stamps of a higher value than those 
then in use, it was decided to issue a stamp of the value o f one 
shilling, adapted for the prepayment of the then existing single 
letter rates to the United States of America and the Colonies. 
This was followed up in the next year by the issue o f one of 
the value of tenpence, principally intended for the prepayment 
o f the then existing single letter rate to France. The sixpence 
was not issued till some years later, to afford more ready means 
for paying the reduced rate on Belgian and certain other 
foreign letters, as also the registration fee of sixpence, then 
in force. The manufacture of these stamps was undertaken 
by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, and the designs were 
prepared by Mr. Ormond Hill. The dies, so far as related to 
the embossed head of the Queen, were constructed by Mr. 
William Wyon, at the workshops o f the Mint, and his initials



appear on the base o f the Queen’s bust on each working die, 
accompanied by a numeral denoting its index number.* The 
border, or framing, with the reticulated pattern o f mechanical 
lathe-work engraved upon it, was designed and executed by Mr. 
Moss, an engraver since dead. The stamps were struck in 
colour by the colour-embossing presses of the Department, but 
were not much appreciated by the public, as in order to produce 
a high relief, tho paper employed was thick, nearly of the sub
stance of cartridge paper, and this rendered it difficult to make 
them adhere firmly to the letter.

As each stamp was struck separately, the process of the 
manufacture was necessarily exceedingly tedious.

The gum employed was common gum arabic of a yellowish 
tinge, frequently imparting a similar hue to the paper. The 
gum was applied thickly, and the operation was performed after 
the stamps were struck, for the cavities caused by the embossing 
are frequently found to be filled with gum.

Copies of all these stamps are found surcharged specimen. 
Although copies of the one penny adhesive stamp had been 
forwarded to every postmaster previously to its issue, with in
structions to preserve them in order to compare them in case of 
doubt with the stamps on the letters passing through the office, 
yet they do not appear to have been invariably surcharged with 
the word specimen . This surcharge, as applied to adhesives, 
appears first on these stamps, and the Post-office authorities for 
many subsequent years continued to send to all the postmasters 
copios of new values, and frequently of fresh issues of existing 
values so surcharged, attached to a circular giving the notice of 
their issue. The system appears to have now fallen into disuse, 
the last circular of the kind being that which accompanied 
specimen copies of the adhesive stamps o f 10d., 2s., and 5s.,

* The head of the Queen, as engraved by Mr. Wyon, is the same in all 
the embossing dies ; but in the several values the disposition of the back 
hair is somewhat altered, by making some small addition to the oiiginal 
tress, and varying the pendent curls. Further details will be found in 
the account of the embossed envelopes of one penny.
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issued in 1867. It has not been thought necessary to enumerate 
those thus surcharged specimen, but some collectors attach value 
to them, as indubitably showing early printed copies.

1. T he One S hilling  (1847).
Date of Issue, 13th September, 1847.

D esign .— The design consists of a diademed profile to the left 
of Queen Victoria, with pendent bunch of curls embossed in 
white relief on a solid ground of colour, 
enclosed in an octagonal frame, ornamented 
with an interlaced pattern o f fine white 
lines, engine-turned on a solid ground of 
colour, on which is inscribed, in sunken 
block letters, postage on the left vertical 
side, one on the top, and shilling  on the 
right vertical side. The stamp measures 
24 by 27 mm.

The initials w. w. on the base of the bust have a full stop 
after each, and are followed by the die number, all in relief. 
Two dies, numbered 1 and 2, were approved of and used, but 
die No. 2 appears to have been furnished with date numerals at 
the end of 1855, and turned to account for stamping envelopes.

P a p e r .— The paper made use of was thick “ Dickinson”  of a 
light cream colour, manufactured with coloured silk threads 
running in parallel pairs through the sheet, at a distance from 
each other of from 4 to 5 mm., and so arranged as to admit of 
one pair passing through each stamp longitudinally.

I mpression.— A  single impression only from each die is found 
in the archives at Somerset House, struck on a sheet of plain 
paper, on which is endorsed that “  the impressions taken from 
these dies are allowed to denote the duty of one shilling on the 
postage of letters.” It is a curious fact that this endorsement is 
dated the 8th February, 1853.

The stamps were struck on small sheets, about the size of 
half a sheet of note-paper, sufficiently large to admit of twenty 
impressions in four rows of five in each row.



The colour of the impression was green, varying in shades 
from emerald to a full deep tone.

The stamp continued in use until it was superseded, in July, 
1856, by the type-printed adhesive stamp of similar value.

SYNOPSIS.
13th September, 1847. Embossed with coloured ground on 

thick cream-coloured “  Dickinson” paper. Imperforate.
One Shilling, emerald-green to full deep green.
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2. T he T enpence (1848).
Date of Issue, 6th November, 1848.

D esign.— The design diifers but little from that of the one 
shilling, and the size of the stamp is the 
same. A small alteration is made in the 
disposition of the pendent curl, and the 
pattern of the interlaced ornamentation of 
the octagonal frame is vaiied. The inscrip
tion on the frame, in sunken block letters, 
is postage on the left vertical side, ten on 
the top, and pence on the right vertical 
side.

Tho initials w. w., on the base of the bust in die 1, precede 
the numeral denoting the number of the die, and are all in 
relief ; but in the subsequent dies the order is reversed, and the 
numeral precedes the initials. Six working dies were prepared 
and approved, but we have not found specimens of impressions 
from more than tho first four. They were never employed for 
any other purpose than for the embossing this adhesive stamp, 
the only envelopes of the value of tenpence having been stamped 
with a combination of sixpence and fourpence.

P aper .— The paper made use of was “ Dickinson,” similar to 
that used for the one shilling, though some o f the impressions 
are found on comparatively thin paper, and the pair of parallel 
threads are frequently less than 4 mm. apart.
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I m p r e s s i o n .— The sheet in the archives at Somerset House, 
on which the allowance was endorsed, has copies of each of the 
six dies impressed upon it in two rows of three in each row, 
and, like that of the one shilling, is dated 8th February, 1853.

The stamps were struck on small sheets, similar to those on 
which the one shilling were struck, but sufficiently large to 
admit of twenty-four stamps in six rows of four in each row.

The colour of the impression was in chesnut-brown, varying 
in shades.

When the postage to France was reduced from tenpence to 
fourpence, on 1st January, 1855, the issue of this stamp was 
suspended, but the stock remaining on hand was issued for a 
temporary requirement in 1863.

SYNOPSIS.
6th November, 1848. Embossed with coloured ground on 

thick cream-coloured “  Dickinson ” paper. Imperforate.
Tenpenee, chesnut-brown (shades).

3. T he S ixpence (1854).
Date of Issue, 1st March, 1854.*

D e s i g n .— The design differs from that of the two preceding 
stamps, principally in the shape of the exterior frame, the

* The dates of issue of this and the two preceding stamps have been 
erroneously given in almost every stamp catalogue. Those here given 
have been officially supplied to the Society by the Secretary of the General 
Post Office, and may be implicitly relied on. Philatelists had such a 
settled idea that the sixpence was issued in 1842, that when Mr. Pearson 
Hill first mentioned March, 1854, as being the date of issue, but very few 
were so far convinced as to accept it, and the major part of those who did, 
accepted it only sous !>énéfice d'inventaire. To remove any doubts on the 
part of such sceptics, we annex a copy of the following notice of its issue 
as published in the London Gazette :

“  Inland Revenue, Somerset House,
“ February, 1854.

“ Notice is hereby given that the Commissioners of Inland Revenue 
have provided a Stamp for denoting the Value of 6d. for Postage, and 
that such Stamp will be issued to the Public on and after the 1st March 
next. By Older of tho Board,

“ Thomas Keogh, Secretary.”
H



upright and horizontal sides of the octagonal frame remaining 
straight, while the other four are curved. The arrangement of 

the hair of the Queen is again different, 
and the pattern of the ornamentation of the 
border varied. In the lower portion of the 
frame a bouquet composed of the rose, sham
rock, and thistle is introduced. The inscrip
tion on the frame, in sunken block letters, 
is postage on the left vertical side, six on 
top, and pence on the right vertical side. 
The stamp measures 25 by 28 mm.

The initials w. w., on the base of the bust, are preceded by 
the numerals denoting the number of the die, all in relief. 
Specimens printed from die 1 have alone been found by us, 
though M. "Rondot, in his monograph (Magasin Pittoresque, 
1808, p. 222), speaks of die 2 having been in use. At the end 
of 1855, while the issue of this stamp as an adhesive was still 
going on, dio .No. 2 is found furnished with date numerals, and 
employed for printing envelopes, but we have failed to meet 
with any specimen of it as applied to the printing of adhesive 
stamps.*

P aper .— The paper was thick, cream-coloured, frequently 
approaching to straw-colour, hand-made, and watermarked for 
each stamp with the letters УК in single lined capitals, some
what resembling the watermark in use at about the same period 
for some of the fiscal adhesive stamps.

I mpression.— The sheet on which the allowance of the im
pressions from the working dies was endorsed is not to be 
found in the archives at Somerset House.

The stamps, like those of the one shilling, were struck on 
small sheets, adapted to admit of twenty impressions in four 
rows o f five in each row.

* As no registered copies of impressions from the working dies of this 
value are to be found at Somerset House, it is not possible to ascertain 
how many were originally constructed ; but we have seen a proof im
pression from one bearing the number 4.
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The colour first employed was violet, varying only in depth 
of shade ; but afterwards a reddish-lilac was adopted, of which 
several shades are also found. It should further be mentioned 
that the gum on many specimens of the violet impression has a 
greenish tinge.

The amateurs o f misplaced watermarks will find specimens of 
these both inverted and reversed, owing to the stamper having 
taken the sheets either the wrong side upwards or the wrong 
end foremost.

This stamp continued in use until October, 1856, when it was 
superseded by the issue of a type-printed adhesive stamp of the 
same value.

SYNOPSIS.

1st March, 1854.— Embossed with coloured ground on 
thick, cream-coloured, hand-made paper ; watermark “  V R .” 
Imperforate.

Sixpence, violet (shades).
,, reddish-lilac (shades).



SECTION III.

TYPE-PRINTED STAMPS. * 

These stamps consist of—
(1) T he Fourpence . issued 31st July, 1855.
(2) T he S ixpence . 21st October, 1856.
(3) T he One Shilling . 99 1st December, 1856.
(4) The N inepence . >9 15th January, 1862.
(5 ) T he T hreepence . 77 1st May, 1862.
(6 ) T he T enpence . 99 1st July, 1867.
(7) T he T wo Shillings . 99 1st July, 1867.
(8 ) T he F ive Shillings. 99 1st July, 1867.
(9) The Two P ence H alf

penny . 99 1st July, 1875.
(10) T he E ightpence . 99 1st September, 1876.
(11) The T en Shillings . 99 25th September, 1878.
(12) T he One P ound . 99 25th September, 1878.
( 13) T he O ne P enny . 99 1st January, 1880.
(14) T he One H alfpenny 99 October, 1880.
(15) T he T hree H alfpence ■ 99 October, 1880.
(16) The T wopence . 99 November, 1880.
(17) T he F ivepence . 99 15th March, 1881.

On the 1st January, 1855, a reduction in the rate of postage 
to France from tcnpence to fourpence came into operation, and 
there was in consequence a call for the issue of a stamp of this

* In this Section are comprised, not only all the adhesive postage stamps 
actually in use at the present time, but four which, having been withheld 
from further issue, have become obsolete ; viz., the eightpence, ninepence, 
and tenpence, originally issued to supply temporary demands for stamps 
of these denominations, and the two shillings, the demand for which after 
the issue of telegraph stamps became so limited as to gradually dwindle 
into insignificance.
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latter denomination. So small a measure of success had 
attended the issue of the embossed adhesive stamps that the 
Commissioners of the Inland Revenue Department could feel 
hut little encouragement to make further trial of stamps manu
factured by such a tedious and costly process. Independently 
of this, in the interval that had elapsed since the issue of the 
stamps of one penny and twopence in 1840, not only had 
experience been gained from the knowledge o f what was being 
done in other countries whore the new system of adhesive 
stamps had been adopted, but great progress had beon made in 
the art of electro-metallurgy. Still, although the ingenious 
invention for the application of the voltaic circle to multiply
ing copies of plates for engravings had been brought before the 
public in the year 1840, it was not till some years after that it 
received any practical application to the manufacture of postage 
stamps.

In the autumn of the year 1848 the National Assembly in 
France decreed the establishment of a uniform rate of postage, 
to come into effect on the 1st January following. Application 
was at once made to Messrs. Bacon and Petch by the French 
Government to ascertain in what space of time and at what 
price they would undertake to furnish the required provision of 
stamps; but the answers to both these questions were not 
satisfactory, and the negotiation was in consequence broken off. 
The Government, pressed for time, then addressed itself to M. 
Hulot, a French engraver, who, at a time when the Bank of 
France was in immediate want of a supply of small notes, had 
in two months supplied what were required by the aid of the 
electrotyping or galvanoplastie process. M. Hulot saw his way 
to the application of a similar process to the manufacture of 
postage stamps, and succeeded so well in his operations that a 
week before the 1st January, 1849, when the new law was to 
come into operation, all the post-offices in France were provided 
with supplies of stamps, while a surplus of from eight to ten 
millions remained in stock.

Again, in the year 1851, Messrs. Archer and Branston sub



mitted to the Inland Revenue Department a proposition offering 
to print, gum with the best white gum, and perforate, the whole 
of the adhesive postage stamps required by the Department at 
the rate o f 4Jd. per 1,000, provided that they were allowed to 
print them on the surface principle, similar to that adopted in 
France, Specimens of what they professed to be able to 
accomplish by employing this mode of printing were produced 
by them before the Committee of the House of Commons in 
1852. These, known as the “ Prince Albert Essays,” will be 
referred to hereafter. But what doubtless principally influenced 
the authorities in determining in 1855 to make a trial of the 
typographic system was that at this period Messrs. Thomas 
De La Rue and Co., of Bunhill Row, London, were supplying 
the Inland Revenue Department with foreign bill and other 
fiscal adhesive stamps, manufactured by them on this system. 
This firm therefore received instructions in the spring of 1855 
to submit proposals to the Inland Revenue Department for 
manufacturing a stamp of the value of fourpence on the typo
graphic system, bearing in mind that it was absolutely necessary 
that all existing safeguards against fraud should be fully main
tained.

The proposals of Messrs, De La Rue and Co. having been 
accepted, and the design submitted by them approved, the 
stamps were ordered to be printed, and the issue of them to the 
public took place on the 31st July, 1855. In the following 
year the manufacture of the sixpence and the one shilling 
stamps of this Section was also entrusted to the same firm. 
The manner in which these stamps were executed proved so 
satisfactory, both to the public and the heads o f the Inland 
Revenue Department, that, as new values were required, all the 
stamps above the value of twopence were manufactured upon 
the typographic system, and on the termination of the contracts 
with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co., at the close of the year 
1879, for the supply o f the stamps of the value of twopence 
and under, the same system was extended to the whole of the 
various values required for the postal service.
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Before entering upon the consideration of these stamps 
seriatim, it may serve to atoid some useless repetition if we 
notice certain features which are common to the entire group, 
any deviations from which will be noted as we proceed with the 
examination of the several values in detail.

P late .— The process by which the plates are constructed is 
in substance as follows : The design is first of all engraved on 
steel in relief, as in wood engraving, or, as the French term it, 
en épargne. When letters and plate numbers are to be inserted 
in the stamps, holes are cut through the die in the places 
indicated, and the letters and numbers on moveable steel types 
introduced into them. From this matrix as many moulds are 
taken, in soft lead, gutta percha, or some similar material, as are 
necessary to compose a plate of the size required. These moulds 
or little blocks are then arranged in a form, and an electro-cast 
taken from the whole, which, after having been properly backed 
and mounted, constitutes the printing plate. The plates, or 
“ panes,” as they are technically termed, vary in size in the 
different values. In some, the pane is composed of one entire 
electro-cast, while in others it is an assemblage of two or more, 
but this is a matter o f detail and convenience which is not 
material to our subject. Where the entire plate consists of two 
panes only, they are separated from each other horizontally by a 
space equal to a row of stamps ; but when it consists of four or 
more distinct panes a like horizontal interval is left between 
them, and they are usually separated from each other vertically 
by a space of about half-an-inch in width. Thus in the high 
values of five shillings, ten shillings, and one pound, the pane 
consists of twenty casts, disposed in four rows of five in each 
row, four of which panes constitute an entire sheet | in the 
twopence-halfpenny the pane until recently consisted of ninety

* The durability of plates made by the electrotype process will not bear 
comparison with that of steel plates. We have seen that these latter, 
when constructed for printing by the copper-plate printing process, have 
given oft' on an average about half a million of impressions, while the 
electrotype plates do not yield a tenth part of this number when the 
design is of a corresponding degree of fineness.
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six caste, disposed in eight rows of twelve in each row, two of 
which constituted an entire sheet, »but now, like as in all the 
other values, with the exception of the one shilling, the pane 
consists o f one hundred and twenty casts disposed in ten rows 
of twelve in each row, two of which constitute an entire sheet. 
As regards, however, the threepence, fourpenee, and sixpence, 
comprised in this latter category, this has not been uniformly 
the case, and the same remark applies to the eightpence, nine- 
pence, tenpence, and two shillings, now obsolete. So long as 
the fourpence and eightpence were printed on paper watermarked 
with a garter, the panes consisted of sixty stamps, disposed in ten 
rows of six in each row, four of which constituted an entire sheet ; 
while in the threepence, sixpence, ninepence, tenpence, and two 
shillings, the first three o f which were originally printed on 
paper watermarked with the heraldic emblems of the rose, sham
rock, and thistle, and subsequently with a spray of rose, the 
pane consisted o f twenty casts, disposed in five rows of four in 
each row, twelve of which panes placed within the form in four 
rows of three in each row, constituted an entire sheet.* This 
disposition still remains in force as respects the one shilling, 
though a change is said to be imminent.

* The entire sheet must not be confounded with a “ sheet" of stamps 
in Post-office parlance, which consists of a conventional number of 
“ panes, ”  or parts of a pane, and is adopted by the Department as a con
venient mode of calculation when the stamps are forwarded to the various 
Post-offices. Thus the Post-office sheet of one halfpenny, one penny, and 
three-halfpence, consists of an entire sheet of 240 stamps, in two panes 
of 120 each, of the facial value of ten, twenty, and thirty shillings re
spectively ; that of the twopence of half an entire sheet, or one pane of 120 
stamps of the facial value of one pound ; that of the twopence-half-penny 
of half an entire sheet, or one pane of one hundred and twenty stamps of 
the facial value of twenty-five shillings ; that of the threepence and sixpence 
of forty stamps, or one-third of a pane of 120 stamps, but formerly of two 
panes of twenty in each pane, of the value of tea shillings and one pound 
respectively ; that of the fourpence of sixty stamps or one-half of a pane 
of 120 stamps, but formerly of one pane of sixty stamps, of the facial 
value of one pound ; that of the fivepence of sixty stamps, or one-half of a 
pane of 120 stamps of the facial value of twenty-five shillings ; that of the 
eightpence (now obsolete) consisted of thirty stamps (being one-half of a
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L ettering.— Letters are inserted in all the four angles of the 
whole of the stamps comprised in this Section, manufactured 
since the commencement of the year 1862, with the exception 
of the one-halfpenny, three-halfpence, and twopence, produced in 
1880, and the fivepence produced in 1881. The lettering is 
carried out on precisely the same principle as that adopted for 
the stamps in Section L, notwithstanding that for the sake of 
convenience the plate may have been composed of two or more 
panes. Thus, for example, the threepenny stamp, up to the 
year 1881, was printed in twelve panes, arranged on the entire 
sheet in four rows of three in each row ; the lower angles of the 
first row of stamps in the first pane of the first row bore the 
letters a .a ., A.B., a .c., a .d ., the lower angles of the first row of 
stamps in the first pane of the second row, the letters f . a . ,  f . b . ,  

F.O., and F.D.
P late N umber.— In the case of all the stamps comprised in 

this Section, manufactured and issued prior to 1880, the number 
of the plate was introduced twice into the margin of the sheet ; 
namely, above the right upper corner of the plate, and below 
the lower left corner, in white figures, on a solid circular disc 
of the same colour as the impression inclosed in a small 
similarly coloured ring. The official number of the plate 
occupied the other comers, and was inserted in coloured figures 
inclosed in a single lined frame.*

pane of sixty) of the facial value of one pound ; that of the ninepence, 
tcnpence, and two shillings (all now obsolete) of one pane of twenty 
stamps, of the respective values of fifteen shillings, sixteen shillings and 
eightpcnce, and two pounds ; that of the one shilling consists of one pane 
of twenty stamps, of the facial value of one pound ; and that of five shillings 
of one pane of twenty, of the facial value of five pounds. The stamps of 
ten shillings and twenty shillings can he obtained singly by the postmasters 
from the Inland Revenue Office.

* The plate number was inserted at all the four comers in the two first 
plates of the fourpence, issued in 1855. With this exception, the official 
numbers of the plates occupy the cornere alternately with the plate 
numbers. After tlie introduction of the numbers on the face of the 
stamps these plate numbers corresponded with them, except in one 
instance, that of the one shilling mentioned hereafter.
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P aper .— The paper employed from the first for the stamps in 
this Section is machine-made, with watermarks of diiferent 
designs introduced into it, and is manufactured expressly for the 
purpose by Messrs. Turner and Co., of Chafford Mills,Fordcombe, 
near Tunbridge Wells, under the superintendence and control 
of officers of the Inland Revenue Department. Formerly 
watermarks could only be inserted in hand-made paper, but 
under the modern processes of manufacture machine-made paper 
can be as readily watormarked as that made by hand. The 
“ bits” for forming the various watermarks are manufactured by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., and supplied by them to the manu
facturers of the paper under the orders of the officer of the 
Inland Revenue Department.

The paper is wove, and though it may have been occasionally 
noticed that lines are found in it much resembling those in laid 
paper, yet such appearances are entirely due to accidental cir
cumstances, and the paper is not less essentially a wove paper.*

The paper employed prior to that recently introduced, water
marked with “  Crown (1880),” was well made, of fine and firm

* These appearances are more especially noticeable in some of the 
sheets used for printing the plates Nos. 15 and 18 of the twopence half
penny, and other examples might be adduced ; but they arc doubtless due 
to some accidental circumstances, arising probably from unequal pressure 
in the courso of the manufacture, or to inequality in the web of the 
frame. These and such like unintentional deviations are not of sufficient 
importance to be treated as varieties, and are only mentioned for the 
purpose of recording their existence.

It may be mentioned that the web on which the pulp is received is 
formed of fine wire gauze, closely and evenly woven, the small interstices 
permitting the watery portion of the pulp to pass through, leaving the 
solid part behind. This makes plain wove paper, or the papier uni of 
the French. I f  thicker wires, crossing each other at right angles, so as to 
form a series of squares, are introduced in the gauze, the paper is marked 
with squares, the papier quadrillé of the French. Should the warp be 
made of thicker wires than the woof, and thus marked with uniformly 
laid lines, the paper is laid or vergé. And if again still thicker wires are 
introduced into the warp at regular intervals, a lined laid paper is pro
duced, called by the French papier vergé batonné. When these lines are 
introduced in the plain wove paper, it is called by the French, papier 
batonné sans verge ures intérieures, от simply papier batonné.
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texture, of good substance, varying but little in thickness, and 
highly glazed by milling. The first postage stamps manu
factured by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. in 1855 were, as will 
be subsequently more fully noticed, printed on a special or safety 
paper then on trial, which contained a chemical ingredient im
parting to it a distinctly blue tinge. The use o f this paper only 
continued for a few months, and with this exception the colour 
of the paper was uniformly white, or what passes for white.

The paper watermarked with a “  Crown,” introduced with the 
issue of the one penny 1880, and now employed for most of the 
values, is of a very much inferior quality, and of a yellowish- 
white colour ; though thicker in substance, it is less tough, and 
not so highly glazed as before. »

C ontrol, M arks.— These marks were impressed with a hand
stamp on the sheets at the left lower and right upper portions 
o f the margins, and consisted of the word postage, surmounted 
by a crown, with the value of the stamp in figures underneath. 
Where the watermark of “  m a r k ”  was found in the margins, the 
control mark was impressed immediately over it. Up to the 
year 1875 the impression was made in blue ink, but subse
quently in rod, on all the values in this Section, with the 
exception of those of twopence and under. Since the com
mencement of the present year— 1881— the practice has been 
discontinued.

These marks were impressed on the sheets before they wore 
issued to the contractors for the printing, and were found useful, 
not only in checking the sheets on their return to the Depart
ment after having been printed and gummed, but in facilitating 
the supervision by the officer in charge of the printing on the con
tractors’ premises. Stamps of the values of threepence, sixpence, 
ninepence, tenpence, one shilling, and two shillings, were at one 
period all printed on paper with the same watermark. When 
paper for these values was given out by the Department, with 
directions to print a certain number of sheets with one value 
and a certain number with other values, the contractors were 
under obligation to return the proper number of each value, or



to account for any deficiency ; and should this occur it might 
have proved difficult in the absence of the control mark to 
determine to which value it should be chargeable. Now that 
the stamps from one halfpenny upwards, with the exception 
of the five shillings and higher values are, or soon will be, all 
printed on the same kind of paper, it is difficult to conceive 
why the use of this control mark should have been abandoned.

I mpression.— The stamps of all the values except those 
issued in 1880 and 1881 are printed by ordinary typographic 
presses worked by hand, but those issued in 1880 and 1881, in 
which a coarser style of engraving has been adopted, are printed 
by a more rapid process in presses worked by steam. The 
colours employed are all more or less fugitive, showing slight 
differences in tone in the composite colours, but considerable 
differences in shade.

G um.— The gum employed by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. has 
always been white and pure, and has never had the effect of 
producing any discoloration in the paper or the stamps similar 
to that found in some of those comprised in Section I. It is 
also remarkable for its excellent adhesive properties, and being 
tough, does not crack. Further, it is applied very evenly to the 
sheets, and does not cause the stamps to curl. In this respect 
the adhesive labels produced by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. are 
unrivalled, and they may fairly be congratulated on their success 
in this most important branch of the manufacture.

P erforation.— Up to nearly the close of the year 1880 the 
whole of the stamps in this Section then issued were perforated 
on the Government premises at Somerset House by the ordinary 
machines perforating fourteen holes in the space of two 
centimètres, except as regards those of five shillings, ten 
shillings, and one pound, which from their size could not be 
perforated by the same machines as those employed for the 
other values. These latter, as will be noticed hereafter, are 
perforated by the machines used for perforating divers fiscal 
stamps of similar dimensions, in which the needles are so set 
as to produce fifteen holes in the space of two centimètres.
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At the present time the manufacture of the whole of the 
postage stamps having become centred in the hands of one firm, 
the perforation o f all hut the high values o f five shillings, ten 
shillings, and one pound has ceased to he done at Somerset 
House, the contractors being now charged with it. Messrs. De 
La Rue and Co. therefore deliver the stamps to the offices of the 
Inland Revenue Department completely ready for issue. The 
gauge o f the perforation made by the machines employed by 
the contractors remains the same as before.*

1. T he F ourpence.

D esign.— The design consists of a diademed portrait in 
profile o f Queen Victoria to the left, on a groundwork of fine 
horizontal lines within a double-lined circle. Above and below 
the circle are curved tablets, with postage inscribed on the 
upper, and four  pence on the lower, both in white letters on a 
plain solid ground of colour. The whole is enclosed in a 
rectangular frame, measuring 18J- x 22 J mm,, which is inter
cepted at the sides by the circle enclosing the head, and at 
the top and bottom by the curved tablets.

JFiret ЗГввие.
Dato of Issue, 31st July, 1855. f

D ie L — The extremities of the curved tablets above and 
below the circle enclosing the profile of the Queen wore square. 
The spandrels were filled up with a honey-comb pattern, and

• It may havo been observed that wherever the stamps were printed 
in small panes, one and sometimes both of those on the outside of the row 
were perforated on the outer edge at a distance of about a quarter of an 
inch from the impression. This was caused by the adjustment of the 
vertical rows of the perforating needles, necessitated by the stamps 
being printed in paues, separated vertically from each other by a space 
of about half-an-inch.

t In many cases it is difficult to fix the precise date of the issue of any 
particular stamp, as it has frequently made its appearance without being 
preceded by any official announcement, and the issue has not always 
taken place simultaneously in London and the country. This was



small S t Andrew’s crosses placed in all the four comers of the 
frame.

P late.— The plate was constructed to admit 
o f printing a sheet of 240 stamps divisible 
into four smaller sheets of sixty each, and was 
therefore composed of four panes arranged two 
and two, separated from each other longitu
dinally by a space of about half-an-inch 
wide, and by a horizontal space equal to a 
row of stamps. Each pane consisted of sixty casts, arranged 
in ten rows of six in each row, and measured 4| inches wide 
b y  9 i  inches deep. Above each pane was printed postage 
fourpence in capitals, and on the exterior margins, alongside of 
each pane, “ P rice— 4d. per Label— 2s. per Row of Six— £ 1  
per Sheet of Sixty.”

Two plates, numbered 1 and 2, were employed during this 
issue, the first o f which received its imprimatur on 13th July, 
1855, and the second on 29th October, 1855. There is 
nothing on the impressions taken from these plates to indicate 
to which of them they respectively belong,

P aper .— In the early part of the year 1855, as previously 
mentioned, Messrs. De La Rue and Co. were supplying the 
Inland Revenue Department with various foreign bill, chancery, 
common law, and receipt stamps. These stamps were printed 
on stout machine-made paper, watermarked with various

especially noticeable in the case of the twopence (1840). In the present 
case the public was informed of the issue by a notice as follows :—

“  Inland Revenue, Somerset House,
“  24th July, 1855.

“ Notice is hereby given that the Commissioners of Inland Revenue have 
provided a stamp for denoting the value of 4d. for postage, and that such 
stamps will be issued to the Public on and after the 31st of this month at 
the Office of the Distributor of Postage Stamps in this Department and of 
the Distributor of Sea Policy Stamps, New Hank Buildings, City.

“  Further notice will be given of the period when such stamps may be 
procured at the Offices of the Distributors throughout the country.

“ Thomas Keogh,
“ Secretary
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devices. Nearly the whole of them were intended to he 
obliterated with pen and ink, and it had been deemed advisable, 
in order to guard against any attempt to make a fraudulent use 
of a stamp a second time, to devise some means by which the 
removal of the obliterating marks without visible damage to 
the stamp would be impossible. Various experiments had 
been tried for the purpose, and among other expedients it 
was proposed to make use o f a safety paper, into which, 
while in a state of pulp, some chemical ingredient should be 
introduced which would at once show if  any attempt had been 
made to remove the effacing marks by means o f acid, or any 
like detergent. With this view a small quantity of prussiate 
of potash was mixed with tho pulp during the manufacture. 
Though this possessed the desired properties, yet it imparted a 
blue tinge to the paper, generally deepening in tone by time, 
and varying in intensity according to the degree o f its ex
posure to atmospheric influences. Experience, moreover, showed 
that it was almost impossible to insure constant uniformity in 
the distribution and effects o f this chemical ingredient, some 
sheets at times being found deeply coloured, while others, even 
in the same ream, were nearly white.* These and other 
objections to the use of this safety paper had not become patent 
when the postage stamp of fourpence was ordered to be pre
pared in 1855 ; it was only natural therefore that similar paper, 
furnished with a special watermark to distinguish it from that 
destined for the revenue stamps, should have been adopted for 
the new value.

The watermark first employed was a small oval buckled 
garter, the minor axis of the inside ellipse measuring 10 
mm. This will be distinguished as “ small garter.”  Probably, 
in consequence of the watermark being too feeble to be readily

* As it is not impossible that these statements may be at variance with 
some pre-conceivcd opinions regarding this paper, we may say that they 
are not grounded oil any opinions of our own, but have been com
municated to U9 by Messrs. Dc La Rue and Co., after referring to the 
chemist nttached to their establishment.



visible in the thick paper, the size o f the garter was changed 
about the month of March in the following year, and a larger 
one was substituted, the minor axis o f the inside oval measuring 
13* mm. This latter is distinguished as “ middle-sized garter.”

Some of the objections to the safety paper have been already 
mentioned ; but the use of it as applied to this stamp soon 
revealed other imperfections. Not only was it too thick, but 
its hard and highly-glazed surface, presenting an appearance 
resembling enamel, prevented the ink employed in the printing 
(which was pure carmine) from penetrating the dry paper 
sufficiently, and the colour had in consequence a tendency to 
peel off. About the month of June, 1856, the introduc
tion of the chemical ingredient was abandoned, and a paper 
thinner in substance, pure white, and not so highly glazed, 
was substituted. When the substance o f the paper was 
reduced, the bits for producing the watermark of the “  middle
sized garter” were found unsuitable, and early in the year 1857 
new bits were introduced, showing a garter narrower, though 
somewhat larger, than the last, the exterior o f the oval 
extending to the outside line of the rectangular frame of the 
stamp, and the minor axis of the inside one measuring 14* 
mm. This watermark is distinguished as “  large g a r t e r and 
continued to be used down to the close of the year 1880.

These watermarks were arranged in panes o f sixty, each pane 
being bounded by a single lined frame. The sheet was adapted 
to receive four of these panes corresponding to those of the 
plate. The words postage stamps, in cursive hand, were water
marked in the exterior margins alongside of each pane, and once 
at the top and bottom of the sheet, as also in the horizontal 
spaces between the two upper and two lower panes. Of late 
years the word mark, in double-lined capitals, was also inserted 
in watermark immediately before that of postage stamps 
opposite the lower left and upper right panes, and over this the 
control mark was impressed.

I mpression.— During the period that the safety paper was 
employed the colour of the impression was bright carmine.
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When white paper was substituted, the watermark of the 
“  middle-sued garter ” still remaining in use, the colour of the 
impression was carmine of a rosy tint, which, after the advent 
of the “ large gaiter,”  at the commencement of 1857, gradually 
assumed a deep rose-pink, and so continued varying only in 
depth o f tone to the end of the issue.

Second
Date of Issue, 15th January, 1862.

D ie II .— The profile of the Queen was retouched, and the 
line of the circle enclosing it more clearly marked. The curved 
tablets above and below were shortened, and the shape of the 
ends of them altered. The spandrels were 
filled with a wavy reticulated pattern. Solid 
blocks were inserted in the angles of the 
frame, and small lettera in white introduced 
into them. The bottom portion of the frame 
was made solid in place of the linear pattern 
in the design o f the previous issue.

P late.— When this issue took place there seems to have been 
some lack of decision as to the introduction of the plate numbers 
on the face of the stamps. It will be remembered that the in
troduction of these numbers in the stamps originated in 1858 
with the twopence simultaneously with the extension of the letter
ing to all the four angles, and that both of these modifications 
had been extended to the one penny in 1860 or 1861. The four- 
pence, sixpence, and one shilling values in this Section were first 
issued, in 1855 and 1856, without letters in any of the angles, 
but when, in 1861, fresh plates of these values were required, 
the introduction of the letters was evidently decided upon, 
though the question as to the insertion of the plate numbers 
appears to have been left open, or, at any rate, not to have re
ceived a solution till the following year. At the close of the 
year 1861 it was decided to add two new values to the stamps

I



in this Section—the threepence and ninepence— and these, 
together with the second issue of the fourpence, sixpence, and 
one shilling, were issued at various periods in 1862 with letters 
in the four angles, hut none of them, with the exception of the 
one shilling, hore the number of the plate on the face. In the 
case of the fourpence, however, a species of substitute seems to 
have been adopted, as on plate No. 3, with which this issue com
menced, and the imprimatur on the impression from which is 
dated 29th November, 1861, a small hair-lined Roman figure
I. is found at each extremity of the lower part of the frame, 
close to the letter blocks. A  second plate of this issue, plate 
No. 4, was approved on the 27th June, 1862, and on this the 
hair-line Roman figure II. is found along with another mark, 
which we will now endeavour to explain.

Not only were two plates, of what may be termed the small 
letter sei'ies, constructed and authorized for the fourpence, but 
two plates of the same series were constructed and authorized 
for each of the other values ; viz., the threepence, the sixpence, 
the ninepence, and the one shilling. In those for the threepence 
the imprimaturs are dated the 19th March and the 25th August, 
1862 ; in those for the fourpence, the 29th November, 1861, and 
the 27th June, 1862 ; in those of the sixpence, the 17th October, 
1861, and the 15th April, 1862 ; in those of the ninepence, the 
14th November, 1861, and the 8th May, 1862 ; and in those of 
the one shilling, the 8th May and the 16th June, 1862. On 
the second of each of these plates (including the one shilling) 
a special or distinguishing mark was introduced, consisting, 
in the case of the threepence, of a small white dot in the 
solid framing round the profile, immediately under the foliate 
ornament on each side ; and in that of the fourpence, six
pence, ninopence, and one shilling, of a fine white hair-line 
crossing the exterior angle of each of the letter blocks diagonally. 
No more plates were employed for the printing of the stampe 
in this “ small letter series,”  and these marks ceased to be 
used when the introduction of the numbers o f the plates on 
the face of the stamps was applied to the whole o f those then
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current, as was the case when the next issue was brought 
out

I mpression.— When this issue commenced a change was made 
in the colour of the impression, and vermilion-red, varying from 
light to dark, was substituted for the rose-pink of the previous 
issue. Tho colour frequently approached almost to a light tint 
of brick-red.

Cbirb 3fßßoe.
Date of Issue, 1st August, 1865.

D ie  I I L — The die was re-engraved ; the circle enclosing the 
head was reduced in size, so that the frame, composed of a 
fanciful design similar to that o f the first issue, was only 
partially interrupted by the circle and the 
tablets carrying the inscriptions. The tablets 
were also shortened and rounded at the 
extremities, and at the two ends of the upper 
one numerals were inserted in white on a 
solid ground of colour corresponding with the 
number of the plate, and enclosed within a 
small circle marked out by a fine white line. Large letters in 
white, on solid square blocks of colour, were introduced into the 
four angles o f the stamp, and the spandrels filled in with a 
wavy reticulated pattem.

P late.— The plates numbered 5 and 6, which had been pre
pared for the preceding issue, were not used, and this issue 
commenced with plate No. 7, which received its imprimatur on 
the 3rd June, 1865. Plate No. 8 was also brought into use in 
the same year; plates 9 and 10 in 1866; plates 11 and 12 in 
1868; plates 13 and 14 in 1869, the issue closing with the 
latter.

I mpression.— During the continuance of the issue, especially 
while plate No, 11 was in use, the colour of the impression was 
a full and bright vermilion-red, but it gradually degenerated in 
tone, until plate No. 14 shows a very weak shade of vermilion, 
approaching to a pale brick-red.

' I 2
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J F o u c t b  З Г в в к е .
Date of Issue, March, 1876,

D ie IV .— The head of the Queen was slightly changed, and 
the die received other alterations, more particularly observable 

in the filling up of the spandrels, and in the 
point o f the bust touching the circle in which 
it is enclosed. The lettering in the angles 
was also changed by substituting letters in 
colour on a plain white ground for the white 
letters on a coloured ground o f the preceding 
issue. A  similar change was also made in the 
plate numbers.

P late .— The issue commenced with plate No. 15, which 
received its imprimatur 10th June, 1874, though the impres
sions from it were not issued to the public until March, 1876. 
Plate No. 16 was also authorised 4th August, 1874, and plate 
17 on the 30th July, 1877.

In January, 1881, the arrangement of the panes com
posing the plate underwent a material modification, consequent 
on the abandonment of the use of the paper watermarked 
with the garter, and the substitution in its place o f the 
“ Crown, 1880”  paper. While plate No. 17 was in use, the 
electro-casts of the two upper panes were brought together so as 
to form one pane, and the same was done with the two lower 
ones, so that the plate now consists of two panes only, of 120 
stamps in each pane, in ten rows of twelve in each row, the two 
panes being separated from each other horizontally by a blank 
space equal to one row of stamps. On the upper and lower 
margins an ornament is introduced between the sixth and seventh 
stamps in the first and last horizontal rows, as a guide to show 
where the pane may be divided into two equal parts so as to 
form two Post-office sheets of sixty each, of the facial value of 
one pound. The marginal inscriptions and other legends were 
also suppressed, as also the number of the plate corresponding



with that on the stamps and the official number. Plate No. 17 
is still in use.*

P aper.— From 1857 down to the close of the year 1880 the 
paper continued unchanged, being that watermarked with the 
“ large garter.” On the 1st January, 1881, the stamps appeared 
on paper watermarked with “  Crown, 1880,” similar to that 
then in use for the stamps of twopence, 1880, and under that 
value, a description o f which will he found when we come to 
treat of the one penny, 1880, This change was doubtless made 
with a view of avoiding as far as possible the necessity of 
manufacturing special paper for particular values, as the change 
was carried out simultaneously with the threepence and six
pence, and has since been applied to the twopence halfpenny. 
The substitution of this paper necessarily involved the alteration 
in the arrangement of the panes above referred to.

I mpression,— The colour o f the impression was a pale orange
red at the commencement of the issue, but while plate No. 15 
was still in use it was changed to a pale sage-green of a most 
ineffective tone. This change of colour appears to have been 
approved of on the 1st November, 1876, but the issue to the 
public did not take place till the 1st March following. Plate 
No. 17 was approved of during the time that this colour was 
employed, but previously to impressions being taken from it for 
issue to the public the colour was, on the 1st September, 1880, 
changed to mouse-brown, and so continues, though varying at 
times in tone ; a defect inherent to all composite colours.+

* This plate was approved so far back as July, 1877, but the fluctua
tions in the demand for the stamp have been considerable, and have arisen 
principally from the following'-causes. From 1855 to 1870 the single 
letter rate to France was fourpence ; from 1862 to 1878 the registration 
fee on all letters inland as well as foreign was also fourpence. When these 
rates were changed there was a considerable diminution in the demand 
for this value, which will now probably again become larger, since the 
recent alteration in the postal rates to those countries which come within 
the second class of the Postal Union.

+ The proof sheets at Somerset House do not show this colour, being, 
as will readily be conjectured, printed in the colour current at the time of 
their approval.
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SYNOPSIS.
JFiret Jeette.

D ie I.— (1) Paper watermarked with “ small garter,” tinted 
blue more or less deeply. St. Andrew’s crosses in angles. Plates 
Nos. 1 and 2 not numbered. Perf. 14.

31st July, 1855. Fourpenco, carmine (shades).
(2) Paper watermarked with "middle-sized garter,” tinted 

blue more or less deeply. Perf. 14,
1856. Fourpence, carmine (shades).

(3) Paper watermarked with "m iddle-sized  garter,”  white.
Perf. 14. 1856. Fourpence, dull pink (shades).

(4) Paper watermarked with "  large garter,”  white. Perf. 14.
1857. Fourpence, pink (shades).

petoni 3Tß8tif.
D ie II .— Paper watermarked with "large garter,” white. 

Small letters in angles. Plates Nos. 3 and 4, distinguished by 
special marks. Perf. 14.

15th January, 1862. Fourpence, veimilion-red (shades from pale to 
intense). VARIETY.

Fourpence, vermilion-red, imperforate. Plate No. 4.

ffibira Jeeue.
D ie III.— Paper as in preceding issue. Large white letters 

in angles. Plates Nos. 7 to 14. Perf 14.
1st August, 1865. Fourpence, vermilion (pale to dark).

VARIETY.
Fourpence, vermilion, im perforate. Plates Nos. 11 and 12.

JTonrti) ЗГввпе.
D ie IV .— (1) Paper as before. Large coloured letters in 

angles. Plates Nos. 15 and 16. Perf 14.
{«) March, 1876. Fourpence, pale vermilion. Plate No. 16.
(5) March, 1877. Fourpence, pale sage-green (shades). Plate Nos. 15 

and 16.
(c) 1st September, 1880. Fourpence, mouse-brown. Plate No. 17.
(2) Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” Plate No. 17. 

Perf. 14.
1st January, 1881. Fourpence, mouse-brown (shades).
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2. T he S ixpence,

T y p e  1 .

D esign.— The design of the first type of this value consists 
of a diademed portrait in profile of Queen Victoria, to the left, 
on a ground of fine horizontal lines within a circle enclosed in a 
rectangular frame, measuring 18f by 22£ mm. Above and 
below the circle and within the frame are two straight white 
tablets, in the upper of which is p o s t a g e , and in the lower, the 
value in fidi, both in coloured letters. The side framing is of 
fine vertical lines disposed so as to form a species of scroll, and 
the spandrels are filled in with a reticulated design. The circle 
enclosing the profile is about a millimètre smaller in diameter 
than that of the fourpence, and does not touch the exterior line 
of the frame.

JT tre t ЗГбвпе.
Date o f Issue, 21st October, 1856.

D ie  L — The extremities of the two tablets carrying the 
inscriptions were rounded, and the value in the lower, six p e n c e , 

inserted in two separate words. The comers 
o f the frame were ornamented with a floriated 

; the spandrels were filled with a re
ticulated pattern, and rounded at the exterior 
angles.

P late,— The plate was constructed to admit 
o f printing a sheet of 240 stamps divisible 
into twelve smaller sheets of twenty each, 
and was therefore composed of a similar number of panes 
arranged in four rows of three in each row, separated from 
each other horizontally by an interval equal to a row of stamps, 
and vertically by a space o f about half an inch wide. Each 
pane consisted of twenty casts, arranged in five rows of four in 
each row and measured ЗД  inches wide, by 4| deep. In the 
horizontal spaces between the panes of the first and second rows 
was the legend “ P rice— 6d. per label— 2s. per Row of 4— £1 
per Sheet of 40,” and the same legend was repeated between



the panes of the third and fourth rows. In the horizontal 
space between the two middle rows o f panes was postage six 
pence, in capitals at the bottom of each of the three upper panes, 
and repeated again over the top of each of the three lower ones. 
Although two plates numbered 1 and 2 were prepared for this 
issue, yet the first only was printed from, the imprimatur on 
the impression from which is dated 29th March, 1856.

P aper.— The paper specially manufactured for this issue, and 
that of the one shilling next described, was watermarked with 
the heraldic emblems of the United Kingdom, the rose, sham
rock, and thistle, disposed as follows : A rose in each of the 
upper corners, and the shamrock and thistle in the other two 
corners o f the space destined to be occupied by the stamp. 
These watermarks were arranged in panes of twenty, corres
ponding with the arrangement o f the casts on the plate, each 
pane being enclosed in a single lined frame, and measuring 
3y\ inches wide by 4| inches deep. Twelve of these panes in 
four rows of three in each row constituted the sheet, which 
measured about 11£ by 23 inches.

On the side margins of the sheet opposite the exterior panes 
was the watermark postage stamps, in cursive hand, repeated 
twice on each side, extending along the sides of two panes, and 
a similar watermark was placed in each of the three horizontal 
spaces between the rows of panes.

The sheet on which the imprimatur before mentioned was 
endorsed is of the safety paper tinged with blue, manufactured 
in a similar manner to that then in use for the fourpence, but 
watermarked with the “ heraldic emblems.” In the interval that 
elapsed between the date of the imprimatur and the issue of 
the stamp to the public, this paper was superseded by one 
which was pure white, thin, and highly glazed.*

I mpression.— The colour of the impression was dull lilac, 
varying only in depth of shade.

* Notwithstanding that the imprimatur on the impression from plate 
No. 1 of the one shilling was, as will lie noticed hereafter, also endorsed 
on similar safety paper, tinged with blue, watermarked with the heraldic
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letonii *Jeßtte.
Date o f Issue, September, 1862.

D ie II .— The design differed but little from that of the pre
ceding issue. The head of the Queen was retouched, and 
alterations made in the frame surrounding it. The floriated 
ornaments in the angles were removed, and square blocks, with 
small block letters in white on a solid ground 
o f colour, were inserted in place of them. A  
hyphen between the words six and pence in 
the lower tablet was also introduced. The 
spandrels, which in the preceding issue had 
been rounded at the exterior angles, were 
made square, as were also the ends of the 
tablets carrying tho inscription.

P late.— The disposition of the panes remained unaltered. 
The issue commenced with plate No. 3, the imprimatur on the 
impression from which is dated 17th October, 1861. Plate 
No. 4 was approved on the 15th April, 1862, and on this plate 
are found the special marks of the diagonal lines across the letter 
blocks before referred to* as being applied to the second set of 
plates of this issue.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression still remained of 
the dull, ineffective tone of lilac found in the first issue, though 
varying in depth o f shade.

SEbirîı Siößtte.

Date o f Issue, 1st April, 1865.

D ie III. —The die was re-engraved, and the framing again 
altered. The circle enclosing the Queen’s head was reduced in 
size, and some changes carried out in the profile. Large white

emblems, and bore date about three montlis later, yet the most diligent 
search has failed to discover any specimens o f either of these stamps issued 
to the public on this paper. The only inference is that i f  any sheets 
were printed on safety paper save for the official approval o f the plate, 
they must have been destroyed, as also the paper in stock.

* Vide sup., p. 114.



letters, on proportionately large solid coloured blocks, were in
serted in the angles of the frame, the sides of which were 
shortened and rounded off; and in the spaces thus loft, small 
circles were introduced, the two uppermost of which were each 

filled in with an eight-rayed star in white, on 
a solid ground of colour, and the two lower 
ones with the number of the plate, now in
troduced for the first time, also in white on 
a coloured ground. At the point where the 
circle approaches nearest to the upper and 
lower tablets there is a minute disc, with a 

white dot in its centre. The hyphen between six and pence 
was shortened, and made thicker.

P late.— The issue commenced with plate No. 5, the impres
sion from which was approved of on the 30th December, 1864. 
Plate No. 6 was also approved on the 5th December, 1865, but 
impressions from it do not appear to have found their way into 
the hands of the public until April, 1867.

P aper .— Up to the middle of 1867 the paper remained the 
same as in the preceding issues, but about the month of Sep
tember o f that year it was superseded by the paper watermarked 
with a “ spray of rose," which had been brought into use in the 
month of March previous for the printing of the tenpence and 
two shillings issued on the 1st July, 1867. Specimens printed 
from plate No. 5, watermarked with the “ spray of rose,” have not 
been found by us, and it is probable that this plate had ceased 
to be printed from when the paper with the new watermark was 
introduced. Impressions, however, from plate No. 6 are found on 
paper watermarked both with the “ heraldic emblems” and with 
the “  spray of rose.”

In the paper watermarked with the “  spray of rose ”  no altera
tion was made in the panes, which were enclosed in a single-lined 
frame in watermark. In the margins of the sheet the watermark 
o f postage stamps, alongside o f the third and sixth panes, and 
the seventh and tenth, being the two upper right and the two 
lower left, was replaced by m a r k , in double-lined capitals,
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followed by a fac-similé signature of Sir W . H. Stephenson, then 
Chairman of the Board of Inland Revenuo. The control mark 
was impressed over the watermark of mark.

By an accident or oversight, while plate No. 5 was in use, 
some sheets were printed on plain unwatermarked paper, and 
included in a supply sent to Malta, whore English stamps are 
used for correspondence beyond the limits of the island. The 
circumstance has gained for this variety the pseudonym of the 
“  Maltese”  sixpence.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression still continued to 
be a dull lilac, and so remained till about the middle of the year 
1868, when it assumed a much more decided tone, approaching 
to violet.

JFottrtţ) jfeette.

Date of Issue, April, 1869.

D ie IV .— The chief point in which the design of this die 
differed from that of the preceding issue consisted in the sup
pression of the hyphen between six and pence in the lower 
tablet.

P late.— The issue commenced with plate No. 8, the impres
sion from which was approved 23rd January, 1868, as, owing to 
some imperfections discovered in plate No. 7, rendering it unfit 
for use, it was destroyed. Plates Nos. 9 and 10 were approved 
in 1869, but of these the former only was brought into actual 
use, as before it became necessary to print from the latter a new 
type had been decided upon, and the second of these plates 
consequently became useless.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression was the brighter 
tone o f violet, the use of which had commenced in 1868, 
during the preceding issue. The colour frequently assumes a 
purple tone, and the shades of both tones vary in intensity.

Type II.

D esion.— The design of Type IL  consists in the diademed 
portrait in profile of Queen Victoria, on a ground o f fine hori-



zontal lines, enclosed in a white hexagonal frame. The side 
angles of the frame cut the rectangular line enclosing the entire 
design, and the upper and lower portions of the frame are 
carried out to the line at the top and bottom, so as to form 
the tablets carrying the inscriptions, postage in the upper, and 
six pence in the lower, in two separate words.

JFtftb ja a t t e .
Date o f Issue, 1st April, 1872.

D ie  I. T ype II.*— Square lotter blocks were placed in the 
angles, on which were introduced large white letters on a solid 

The two upper triangular spaces, bounded at 
the top by the letter block, and on the sides 
by the line enclosing the design and by the 
border, were filled up with rosaces and or
naments of a conventional character. A  
similar design was repeated in the lower 
triangles, but in place of the rosaces the 
plate numbers wore inserted, in white nu

merals on a solid coloured ground. The size of the stamp 
remained the same as in the preceding issue.

* The following is a copy of the notice issued from the General Post 
Office, announcing the new type :

“ CIRCULAR TO POSTMASTERS WHO OBLITERATE STAMPS.

"SIXPENNY POSTAGE STAMPS.
“  NEW TATTERN.

“ Sixpenny postage stamps differing from the present pattern are about 
to be issued. A specimen is annexed to this notice for the information of 
the postmasters concerned.

“ Any stocks o f the present sixpenny stamps remaining on hand 
should continue to be sold to the public until they are exhausted.

“ General Post Office, “ J o h n  T i l l e y ,
“ March, 1872. Secretary."

These notices are now but very seldom issued. A General Post Office 
circular is scut out weekly to the different Post-offices, and the announce
ment o f  the issue o f any new values or such like information is contained
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P la te .— The issue commenced with plate No. 11, the im
pression from which was approved on 5th January, 1872, 
which with plate No. 12, approved on 22nd April following, 
were the only ones employed during the continuance of this 
issue.

I m pr e ssio n .— The colour of the impression was at first a 
bright chesnut-brown, in which shade of colour it is found 
on the sheets upon which the imprimaturs were endorsed on 
the 5th January and 22nd April, 1872. In the latter part of 
the year 1872 the colour was changed to a pale yellow-brown, 
and, so far as we are aware, stamps issued to the public of the 
colour first adopted are only found on the earlier sheets printed 
from plate No. 11. While this plate was still in use the colour 
was altered to the pale yellow-brown above-mentioned, which 
remained when plate No. 12 was brought into use. While this 
latter plate was still being printed from, the colour of the im
pression underwent a still further change, a greenish-grey being 
substituted, in April, 1873, for the then current pale yellow- 
brown. Specimens are consequently found of impressions from 
plate No. 11 in chesnut-brown and in pale yellow-brown, and 
from plate No. 12 in pale yellow-brown and greenish-grey.

fNptb % 6tíut,

Date of Issue, 1st April, 1874.

D ie II. T ype II .— The profile does not appear to have been 
re-engraved ; but the whole of the frame was altered, and the 
width reduced by half a millimètre. The 
size o f the hexagon was also reduced, so that 
the side o f it nearest to the chignon almost 
encroaches upon it. The lower part of the 
frame was also brought nearer to the base 
of the bust, and the distance between the 
words six and pence in the lower tablet was 
diminished. The triangular spaces were all filled in with 
ornamental work, and small circles introduced into the side



angles of the hexagonal frame, in which were inserted the 
plate numbers in colour on a white ground. The letter blocks 
were also changed, so as to show coloured letters on a white 
ground.

P late.— The issue commenced with plate No. 13, the impres
sion from which was approved on 1st December, 1872, and this 
was followed by plate No. 14, approved 25th July, 1873 ; plate 
No. 15, approved 15th July, 1874; plate No. 16, approved 
10th September, 1875 ; and plate No. 17, approved 13th 
December, 1877. While this latter plate was in use at the 
close of the year 1880, an alteration in the mode of arranging 
the panes was carried out, similar to that already mentioned as 
having been effected in the panes of the fourpence. The six 
upper panes were formed into one, and the six lower ones into 
another pane of 120 casts each, separated from one another 
horizontally by an interval equal to a row of stamps. Orna
ments are inserted in the upper and lower margins, marking the 
points where the pane is to be divided into three strips of four 
stamps wide, each of which makes a Post-office sheet. There 
are no marginal inscriptions, and the numbers of plate cor
responding with that on the stamps, as also the official number, 
have been suppressed. Plate No. 17 is still in use, (May, 
1881); Plate No. 18, approved 5th July, 1880, has not yet been 
brought into use.

P aper .— The paper watermarked with the “ spray of rose” 
continued to be used up to the close of the year 1880 ; but 
about the end of the year 1876 a trifling alteration was made 
in the watermark of the margin of the sheets by the suppres
sion of the facsim ile signature o f Sir W, H. Stephenson, and 
the substitution of Postage Stamps, in cursive hand, in its 
place.

About the close of the year 1880 the paper was changed to 
that watermarked with the “ Crown 1880,” disposed in panes of 
120 in each pane, and stamps on the paper thus watermarked 
were issued to the public on the 1st January, 1881. The use 
o f the control marks was at the same time discontinued.
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I mpression.— The issue commenced with plate No. 13, which 
was approved on 1st December, 1872, before the colour of 
the impression had been changed from light yellow-brown to 
greenish-grey ; but no stamps were issued in the former colour. 
Throughout the whole of the issue, continued regularly through 
plates Nos. 14, 15, 16, and 17, from which latter the stamps at 
present in use are being printed, the colour of the impression 
has remained greenish-grey, varying only in depth of tone. The 
demand for this value has fluctuated much, having diminished 
considerably o f late years, as is shown by the fact that plate 
No. 17 though approved of in December, 1877, has not long 
been called into use. As the postage to the Australian Colonies 
has recently (March, 1880) been fixed at sixpence, an increased 
demand may naturally be expected.

S Y N O P S I S .

T y p e  I .

JF ira t ЗГбсше.

D ie  L — Paper watermarked with “  heraldic emblems,” white. 
No letters in angles. Plato 1 ; perf. 14.

21st October, 1866. Six pence, dull lilac (shades).

å>econt
D ie  II .— Paper as in preceding. Hyphen between six and 

p e n c e . Small white letters in angles. Plates 3 and 4, the 
latter distinguishable by special marks. Perf. 14.

September, 1862, Six-pence, dull lilac (shades).

СПИЛ Эвене.
D ie  III .— (1) Paper as in preceding. Hyphen between six 

and p e n c e . Large white letters in angles. Plates Nos. 5 
and 6. Perf. 14.

1st April, 1865. Six-pence, dull lilac (shades).

VARIETY.

Six-pence, dull lilac ; no watermark, Plate No. 6.



(2) Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.”  Large white 
letters in angles. Plate No. 6. Perf. 14.

October, 1867. Six-pence, dull lilac.
1868. Six-pence, bright lilac.

jfottrtţ) Эвене.
D ie IV.— Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” No 

hyphen between six and pence. Large white letters in angles. 
Plates Nos. 8 and 9. Perf. 14.

April, 1869. Six pence, purple-lilac (shades).

VARIETY.
Six pence, purple-lilac ; imperforate. Plates Nos. 8 and 9.

Type IL
fitti) 3főötte.

D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Large 
white letters in angles. Plates Nos. 11 and 12. Perf. 14.

(a) 1st April, 1872. Six pence, bright chesnut-brown, Plate No. 11.
(J) June, 1872. Six pence, pale yellow-brown (shades). Plates Nos. 

11 and 12.
(c) 1st April, 1873. Six pence, greenish-grey (shades). Plate No. 12.

šifti) ЗГвеае.
D ie II .— (1) Paper as in preceding. Large coloured letters 

in angles. Plates Nos. 13 to 17. Perf. 14.
1st April, 1874. Six pence, greenish-grey (shades).

(2) Paper watermarked with “ Crown, 1880.” Large coloured 
letters in angles. Plato No. 17. Perf. 14.

1st January, 1881. Six pence, greenish-grey (shades).
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D esign.— The design is a diademed portrait in profile of 
Queen Victoria, to the left, on a ground of fine horizontal lines 
within a solid upright oval border. In the upper part of this 
border is p o s t a g e , in small white capitals, and in the lower part
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one shilling, in similar characters, the intervals being filled in 
with white reticulations. The whole is enclosed within a rec
tangular frame, measuring 18£ by 22£ mm.

JFiret 3fßßtte.

Date of Issue, 1st November, 1856.

D ie I.— The exterior line of the solid oval border surround
ing the profile o f the Queen extended beyond the limits of the 
rectangular-lined frame as well at the sides as at the top and 
bottom. The spandrels were filled up with 
a vertical, closely reticulated pattern, detract
ing greatly from the effectiveness of the stamp.

P late.— The plate was constructed to admit 
of printing a sheet of 240 stamps, and was 
composed of twelve panes of twenty casts in 
each pane, arranged in the same manner as in 
the case of the sixpence. Above each of the upper three panes 
was the legend postage one shilling, in capitals, and between 
these panes and the next three panes, “  P rice— Is. per Label—  
4 Shillings per Row of 4— 1 Pound per Sheet,”  while below each 
of these latter panes postage one shilling was again repeated. 
Between the third and fourth row of panes, “  P rice— Is. per 
Label," &c., was also repeated under each pane. If, now, the plate 
were turned upside down, so that the last or lowest panes were at 
the top of the sheet, the legend postage one shilling would be 
found over each of these panes, and under the seventh, eighth, 
and ninth ; the legend therefore appeared twice in the horizontal 
space between the two middle rows of panes, one set of the 
legends being up-side down.

The plate and official numbers were introduced at the comers 
as in the other values. i

One plate only, numbered 1, was prepared for this issue, the 
imprimatur on the impression from which is dated 27th June, 
1856.

P aper.— The paper was the same as that employed for the
к



first issues of the sixpence, being pure white, and watermarked 
with the heraldic emblems of the United Kingdom. Like аз in 
the case of the sixpence, the impression on which the imprima
tur was endorsed was on the safety paper tinged with blue; but 
it does not appear that any stamps were ever issued to the public 
on this paper, the use o f which had been abandoned before the 
issue actually took place.*

I mpression.— The colour of the impression is green, of a dull, 
ineffective tone.

å>cconU 3fßßUf.
Date of Issue, October, 1862.

D ie II.— The profile of the Queen was retouched, the entire 
frame was re-engraved, and the position of the head within the 

oval was altered. The reticulated pattern in 
the spandrels was made fainter and less 
obtrusive, while the oval border was rendered 
more prominent. Solid blocks, with small 
white letters on coloured ground, were added 
in the four angles, and similar blocks for re
ceiving the numbers of the plate were intro
duced into the sides of the oval border.

P late.— The issue commenced with plate No. 2, tho impres
sion from which was approved on the 8th May, 1862. Singu
larly enough, although this plate bears the number 2, and was 
in reality the second plate which had been employed in this 
value, the number on the stamps themselves was 1. Plate No. 3 
was approved on the 16th June, 1862, but it does not appear 
that any issue o f impressions from this plate, the stamps on 
which bear the figure 2, was ever made to the public. These 
latter stamps bore the diagonal special marks which were at 
this period introduced into the second plates of the second 
issue of the fourpence and sixpence, and the second plate of the 
first issue of the ninepence, and the fact is remarkable as being

* As in the case of the sixpence, we have made diligent search for 
specimens of this stamp on blue paper, but have been unable to meet with 
any which were issued to the public. See sup., p. 120 note.
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the only instance where these marks were applied on a stamp 
also bearing on its face the number of the plate.*

I mpression.— The colour of the impression improved during 
the continuance o f this issue, and some fine dark shades of 
green are found.

(Eţjtrb 3ieene.
Date of Issue, February, 1865.

D ie III .— The die was entirely remodelled \ the head of the 
Queen re-engraved ; large solid blocks inserted in the angles 
carrying white letters, and the spandrels 
tilled in with a more effective reticulated 
pattern. The blocks for the plate numbers 
remained as in the preceding issue.

Plate.— The issue commenced with plate 
No. 4, the stamps now bearing a number 
corresponding with-that of the plate. The 
impression from plate No. 4 was approved 28th November, 
1864; that from plate No. 5 on 28th March, 1866; that from 
plate No. 6 on 24th February, 18G9 ; and that from plate No. 
7 on 30th September, 1872.

P aper.— The paper first employed was that watermarked with 
the “  heraldic emblems but in August, 18G7, while plate No. 4 
was in use, and before impressions for the use o f the public had 
begun to be taken from plate No. 5, this paper was superseded 
by that watermarked with a “  spray of rose,” which continued to 
be used throughout the remainder of the issue. Impressions 
from plate No. 4 are therefore found on both kinds of paper.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression at the commence
ment of the issue was a full dark green, but shortly after the 
substitution of the “  spray of rose” paper the colour fell away and 
degenerated into a green of a chalky-blue tone.

P erforation .— Specimens printed from plate No. 4 on “ spray 
o f rose ” paper are to be found imperforate.

* An imperforated copy of this remarkable stamp exists in the collection 
of Mr. Philbrick.
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JFottrtb 3 fe e a e .

Date of Issue, September, 1873.

D ie  IV .— The head of the Queen was again retouched and 
the frame reconstructed. The letter blocks in the angles were 

altered so as to show the letters in colour on 
a plain white ground, and the plate numbers 
inserted in small circular white blocks. The 
pattern in the spandrels and the lettering 
of the inscriptions were slightly modified, 
and the exterior frame bounded by a thicker 
line.

P late.— The issue commenced with plate No. 8, impressions 
from which were approved 30th September, 1872. Plates Nos. 9 
and 10 were approved 10th July and 25th November, 1873; 
plates Nos. 11 and 12 on 23rd April and 30th September, 
1874; and plates Nos. 13 and 14 on 23rd April and 20th 
December, 1875, the latter of which has not yet been brought 
into use.*

P aper.— The paper employed through the continuance of 
impressions from plates Nos. 8 to 13 has remained the same as 
in the previous issue, f

Impression.— The colour of the impression remained of a 
pale, chalky, blue-green tone during the period that the plates 
Nos. 9 to 12 were in use. Plate No. 13 was brought into use 
in 1878, and the impression remained of the same colour until

* The extraordinary demand for this stamp from 1869 to 1876 was due 
to its having been employed to an enormous extent for the payment of 
duties on telegraphic messages. When special stamps were issued for this 
service in 1876, the use of the one shilling value fell off in proportion ; 
and as the postage to China, which for some years was defrayed in a great 
measure by this value, has been reduced, the demand for the stamp has 
become still more limited.

+ Up to the present time (May, 1881) no alteration has been made in 
the paper on which this issue is printed, similar to that adopted in the 
case of the 3d., 4d., and 6d., and which, if made, would necessitate a re
arrangement of the panes. It appears probable that a change will be 
made shortly, either in the paper or in the type itself.
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the 1st October, 1880, when it was changed to a composite 
colour more brown than the light vermilion formerly used for 
the fourpence, and more vermilion than that in which the 
two shillings finished its career; it may bo designated a light 
brown-vermilion.

SYNOPSIS.
JFttßt ЗГввпе.*

D ie I.— Paper white, watermarked with “ heraldic emblems.” 
Perf. 14.

1st November, 1856. One shilling, green (shades).

Artoni)
D ie II,— Paper white, watermarked with “  heraldic emblems.” 

Small white letters in angles. Plates Nos. 1 and 2, the latter 
distinguishable by special marks. Perf. 14.

October, 1862. One shilling, dark green, green (shades).
VARIETY,

One Shilling, green, imperforate, Plate No. 2.

2Шгй ЗГввае.
D ie III.— (1) Paper white, watermarked with “ heraldic em

blems.” Large white letters in angles. Plate No. 4. Perf. 14.
February, 1865. One shilling, dark green (shades).

(2) Paper white, watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Large 
white letters in angles. Plates Nos. 4 to 7.

August, 1867. One shilling, green, light bluish-green (shades).
VARIETY.

One shilling, green, imperforate. Plate No. 4.

lourtb Sißßttt.
D ie IV ,— Paper white, watermarked with “ spray of rose.” 

Large coloured lettem in angles. Plates Nos. 8 to 13. Perf. 14. 
(rt) September, 1873. One shilling, pale bluish-green (shades),

(6) 1st October, 1880, One shilling, pale brown-vermilion (shades).
Plate No. 13.

" We have not included the impression on blue paper in this list, or in 
that of the sixpence, because, as before stated, we have not met with any 
specimens that have passed through the post, but it is possible that such 
may exist.



4. The N inepence.*

D esign.— The design is a diademed portrait in profile of 
Queen Victoria, to the left, on a ground of fine horizontal lines 
within a circular border composed of nine curves inclosed in a 
rectangular frame, measuring 18| by 22| millimètres. In the 
upper part, on a straight tablet, is p o s t a g e , and in the lower a 
similar tablet with n i n e  p e n c e , the letters in both being in 
colour on a white ground.

iftret ЗТввИС"
Date of Issue, 15th January, 1862.

D ie I.— Letter blocks with small white letters on a solid 
ground of colour were inserted in the die of this stamp 

from the commencement, this modification 
having been at the same time made in the 
second issues of the fourpence and six
pence, and subsequently extended to the 
one shilling. The spandrels were filled in 
with a reticulated pattern running horizon
tally.

P late.— The plate was constructed to admit of printing a 
sheet of 240 stamps, and was composed of twelve panes of 
twenty casts in each pane, arranged in the same manner as in 
the two preceding values. Above the middle pane of the first 
row, and on the exterior margins of the two outside ones, was 
the legend postage nine pence ; and under each of those panes, 
in the horizontal space between this and the second row, 
“  P rice— Ninepence per Label— 3 Shillings per Row of 4—  
15s. per Sheet of 20.” In the same space was postage nine 
pence above each pane of the second row, and the same 
arrangement prevailed in the space between the second and

* This stamp was primarily issued for the purpose of prepaying the 
single rate of postage to India and Australia, but when the rate was 
raised to tenpence it fell into disuse, though it continued to be sold at the 
Post-offices till 1877, when it was withdrawn from the list.
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third rows. Between the third and fourth rows the legend, 
“ P r i c e — Ninepence per Label,”  &c., was repeated at the foot 
of each pane in the third row, and at the top of each of those 
in the fourth row, while at the bottom of the plate, under the 
middle pane of the last row, was p o s t a g e  n in e  p e n c e , which 
was also repeated on the exterior margins of the outside panes.

The plate and official numbers were introduced at the comers, 
as in the other values.

Plate No. 1 was not approved, and the issue consequently 
commenced with plate No. 2, which was approved 14th 
November, 1861. Plate No. 3 was approved 8th May, 1862, 
and on the stamps printed from this plate are found the special 
marks of diagonal lines distinguishing the second plates of the 
issues then current.

P aper. —The paper employed was that which was watermarked 
with the “ heraldic emblems,” being that then in use for the other 
values where the plate consisted of twelve panes.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression was at the com
mencement an ochre-brown, but it was subsequently printed in 
a yellower tint, resembling that termed bistre by the French 
collectors.

âeconU 3lßßut.

Date of Issue, 1st December, 1866.

D ie II.— The profile of the Queen was altered, and the frame 
changed. Large letter blocks to carry white letters on a coloured 
ground were placed in the angles. Bracket ornaments were 
inserted in the spandrels, in the angles of 
which circular holes were made, each of 
those in the upper angles being filled in 
with an eight-rayed star ; while the plate 
numbers Avere inserted in the lower ones in 
white figures on coloured ground. The re
ticulated pattern in the spandrels was dis
posed vertically instead of horizontally, as in the die of the 
previous issue.
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P late.— This issue commenced with plate No. 4, approved 
on the 27th February, 1865, and although plate No. 5 was 
approved 24th April, in the following year, it was never brought 
into use.

P aper.— The paper first employed was the same as that on 
which the preceding issue was printed, watermarked with the 
“ heraldic emblems;” but when this was replaced in 1867 by 
that watermarked with the “  spray of rose,” the remainder of 
the issue was printed on this latter paper. Impressions therefore 
from plate No. 4 are found with both of these watermarks.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression was a clear yellow- 
brown during the earlier part of the issue, but became some
what deeper in tone when the last supply was printed.

P erforation.— Specimens of this issue are to be found im
perforate.

SYNOPSIS.

JFtrßt 3ißßue.
D ie I .— Papor watermarked with “ heraldic emblems." Small 

white letters in angles. Plate No. 1 not used. No plate num
bers to plates Nos. 2 and 3, but the latter distinguishable by 
special marks. Perf. 14.

15th January, 1862. Ninepeuce, ochre-brown, yellow-brown (shades).

Seconti üjßßttc.
D ie I I .— (1) Paper watermarked with “ heraldic emblems.” 

Large white letters in angles. Plate No. 4. Perl'. 14.
1st December, 1865. Ninepence, yellow-brown (shades).

(2) Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Large white 
letters in angles. Plate No. 4. Perf. 14.

1st March, 1869. Ninepence, light yellow-brown (shades).

VARIETY.
Ninepence, light yellow-brown, imperforate.
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5. T he T hreepence.

D esign.— The design of this stamp seems to have been sug
gested by the envelope stamp o f the same value which had been 
issued in 1859, as by turning this latter stamp upside-down the 
similarity will be at once appreciable. It consists of the dia
demed portrait in profile of Queen Victoria on a ground of fine 
horizontal lines within a solid trilobed border, the lobes being 
connected at the sides by foliate ornaments, and by a trifoliate 
one at the top. The whole is inclosed in a rectangular frame 
measuring 18| by 22 i millimètres. The spandrels, except where 
occupied, as hereafter described, and the other portions not occu
pied by the design, are left white. In the upper part of the 
border is the inscription three pence separated by the trifoliate 
ornament, and in the lower part postage all in small white block 
letters.

JFtret 3faene.
Date of Issue, 1st May, 1862.

D ie I.— The trilobed border touched the interior line o f the 
frame at the sides and top. In each of the four angles a trefoil 
of diagonal lines was introduced, in which 
letters in white on a solid ground of colour 
were inserted in small white lined circles.

P late.— The plate was constructed to admit 
of printing a sheet of 240 stamps, and was com
posed of twelve panes, arranged in the same 
manner as in the preceding values, where 
the stamps were arranged in a similar number of panes. Above 
the centre pane of the first row was p o s t a g e  t h r e e  p e n c e , and the 
same legend was repeated in the space between the second and 
third rows, above each pane of the third row, and also at the 
foot of each pane of the second row, but in these latter the 
legend was upside down, as also when it was again repeated at 
the foot of the centre pane of the fourth row. In the intervals 
between the first and second and the third and fourth rows is,



“ P rice— 3 pence per Label— 1 Shilling per Eow of 4— 10 
Shillings per sheet of 40.”

The plate and official numbers are found at the comers of 
the sheets, as in the preceding values.

Plate No. 1 was not approved of. Plate No. 2 was prepared 
with a background o f a reticulated pattern, and was approved 
on 17th October, 1801. Impressions taken from the plate ivere 
struck off, gummed, and perforated, and are occasionally met with, 
but they are rare, and were never issued for public use.* The 
effect was not considered satisfactory ; the background was in 
consequence removed from the casts, and the plate as altered 
was approved on 19th March, 1802. Plate No. 3 was approved 
on 25th August following, and on the stamps printed from this 
plate is found a special mark, before referred to, distinguishing 
the impressions from the second plate employed in this issue 
from those taken from the first, and consisting of a small white 
dot introduced into the solid trilobed border immediately below 
the foliate ornament on each side. This latter plate was in use 
for a very short time, and specimens of stamps taken from it 
are exceedingly rare. Imperforate specimens are also known.

P aper.— The paper employed was that which was watermarked 
with the “ heraldic emblems,” being the same as was then in 
use for the other values printed from plates composed of twelve 
panes.

Impression.— The colour of the impression was carmine-pink, 
generally of a light tone, but sometimes very M l and bright.

åtconii ЗГбвое.
Date of Issue, 1st March, 1865.

D ie II .— The border, though reduced in size, and made about 
one millimètre shorter, was rendered more prominent. The 
profile of the Queen was altered, and in lieu of the trefoils in 
the angles, solid square blocks to carry largo lettere in white on

* Copies were sent to the various Post-offices surcharged sp e c im e n . 
Tlie stock printed was destroyed, save some few sheets, which accounts for 
the rarity of the stamp not surcharged.
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a coloured ground were introduced. Tho foliate ornaments on 
the sides of the border were changed, and 
plate numbers in white on a solid ground 
of colour in small white circles were inserted 
immediately above them.

P late.— The issue commenced with plate 
No. 4, which was approved 28th November,
1864, and this was followed by plate No. 5, 
approved 18th October, 1865; plate No. 6 
was approved 8th June, 1868 ; plate No.. 7 on 20th February, 
1869 ; plates Nos. 8 and 9 on 22nd February and 22nd April, 
1872 ; and plate No. 10, Avith wliich this issue closed, on 
6th December, 1872.

P aper .— The paper first employed was that Avatermarked Avith 
the “ heraldic emblems," but about the month of August, 1867, 
Avhile plate No. 4 Avas still in use, and before the issue of any 
impressions from plate No. 5, this paper was superseded by that 
watermarked with a “  spray of rose.” Impressions therefore 
from plate No. 4 are to be found on both kinds of paper.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression did not vary 
during this issue, except in shades of carmine-pink from light 
to dark.

P erforation .— Specimens of impressions from plate No. 5 
watermarked with the “  spray of rose” are to be found imperforate.

Щ)1гЙ 3tøøuc.
Dato of Issue, 15th July, 1873.

D ie III .— The border was again reduced in size, and the bust 
of the Queen within it was reset. Letters in 
colour on a plain Avhite octagonal ground 
Avere substituted in the angles for the white 
letters on a coloured ground o f the previous 
issue, and the plate numbers were altered in 
the same manner.

P late.— This issue commenced Avith plate 
No. 11, Avhich was approved 21st December, 1872. This was



followed by plate No. 12, approved 21st June, 1873. Plate 
No. 13 proved to be defective, and was never printed from. 
Plates Nos. 14 and 15 were also approved in 1873; plates 
Nos. 16 and 17 in 1874; and plates Nos. 18 and 19 in 1875.* 
Since that period the consumption has rapidly diminished, as 
plate No. 20, at present in use, was approved 29th November, 
1878, and plate No. 21, approved 15th July, 1880, has not yet 
been called into requisition.

While plate No. 20 was in use, at the close of the year 
1880, a change was made in the arrangement o f the panes 
similar to that carried out in the sixpence ; the six upper panes 
were formed into one pane, and the six lower into another. 
Ornaments were also introduced into the upper and lower margins 
of the sheets opposite the vertical lines of perforation, between 
the fourth and fifth and the eighth and ninth stamps in the first 
and last rows, to facilitate the division of the pane into three 
equal strips, each forming a Post-office sheet of forty stamps.

P a p e r .— The paper employed at the commencement of the 
issue was the same as that in use at the close of the previous 
issue, watermarked with a “  spray of rose,” and so continued down

* It cannot liiti to bo remarked, from the number of plates constructed 
between 1868 and 1874, that the consumption of this stamp was very 
rapid. It was originally issued exclusively for the payment of foreign 
postage, especially to Belgium and Switzerland, and it was not till the 1st 
April, 1865, that it was officially issued or recognized for inland purposes, 
there being no postage of threepence in the inland rates. By a Treasury 
Warrant, dated 18th March, 1865 (London Gazette, 24th March), the inland 
letter rates were altered from the 1st April then next, and fixed at one 
penny for eveiy half-ounce or fraction of half-ounce. The threepenny 
stamp was consequently admitted to prepay the postage under l i  oz. But 
when the Telegraphs were transferred to the Post Office, in 1869, the same 
cause which acted on the rapid consumption of the one shilling stamps 
operated also on those which represented one-half and one-fourth of a 
shilling. To this must also bo added the reduction of the postage to 
France from fourpence for a quarter of an ounce to threepence for one- 
third of an ounce, which took place in 1870, the effect of which may he 
estimated from the fact that whereas eight plates of the fourpeuce had 
been constructed in four years, from 1865 to 1869, only three have been 
brought into use since.
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to the end of the year 1880, when the paper watermarked with 
“  Crown 1880 ” was substituted in its place. This alteration took 
place while plate No. 20 was in use, so that specimens of stamps 
printed from that plate are found with both watermarks.

Impression.'—The colour of the impression has remained un
altered during the continuance of the issue, and is at present 
carmine-pink, varying in depth of shade.

SYNOPSIS,

f ir s t  ÜJßßttC.
D ie I.— Paper watermarked with “  heraldic emblems.”  Small 

white letters in angles. No plate numbers to plate No. 2, but 
plate 3 distinguishable by special marks. Perf. 14,

1st May, 1862. Threepence, cannine deep to pale (shades).

VARIETY.
Threepence, pale-carmine, imperforate. Plate No. 3.

,%Vţonţt th r u « .
D ie II .— (1) Paper watermarked with “ heraldic emblems.” 

Large white letters in angles. Plate No. 4. Perf. 14.
1st March, 1865. Threepence, carmine deep to pale (shades).

(2) Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Large white 
letters in angles. Plates Nos. 4 to 10. Perf. 14.

1st October, 1867. Threepence, carmine and pale carmine (shades).

VARIETY.
Threepence, carmine, imperforate. Plate 6.

'DV.T-«! Tiiffr***

D ie I I I .— (1) Paper watermarked with “ spray o f rose.” 
Large coloured letters in angles. Plates Nos. 11 and 12, 14 
to 20. Perf. 14.

15th July, 1873. Threepence, full fermine to pale (shades).

(2) Paper watermarked with “  Crown 1880.” Plate No. 20. 
Perf. 14.

1st January, 1881. Threepence, carmine, and light dull carmine.



6. T h e  T e n p e n c e . *

Date of Issue, 1st July, 1867.

D ie .— There is only one die of this value, the design of 
which consists o f the usual diademed profile of Queen Victoria, 
to the left, on a ground of fine horizontal lines within a circle 
enclosed in a rectangular double-lined frame, measuring 19 

by 22-д- millimètres. The circle rests upon a 
straight tablet, on which is inscribed t e n  

p e n c e , and in the upper part is an arched 
tablet with the inscription p o s t a g e , both in
scriptions being in coloured lettres on a white 
ground. The spandrels are not filled in, but 
in the four angles of the frame letter blocks 

are introduced, and above the two lower blocks are small circles 
for the reception of the plate numbers. Both the letters and 
plate numbers are in white on a solid ground of colour.

P l a t e .— The entire plate was constructed to admit of print
ing a sheet of 240 stamps, and was composed of twelve panes 
arranged in the same manner as in the preceding values, where 
the stamps were arranged in a similar number of panes. The 
legends t e n  p e n c e , and “  P r i c e — Ten pence per Label— 3s. 4d. 
per Row of 4— 16s. 8d. per Sheet of 2 0 ” were disposed on the 
plate in a manner exactly similar to that adopted in the plate of 
one shilling.

Plate No. 1, approved 22nd March, 18(57, was the only one

* This value was called into existence to prepay the postage on 
Australian letters viđ Marseilles ; but when the rate to these colonies was 
altered in 1870, the demand for it ceased, and it fell into such disuse that 
in September, 1877, the Post-office withdrew it from the list of those 
required to be kept at the offices, and it is, in fact, “ out of stock.” It 
seems a matter of regret that this should be so, as multiples of the 
Postal Union rate of twopence-lialfpenuy would appear now to be very 
desirable ; but the reluctance to reissue the value doubtless arises from 
the hope that a uniform single rate of twopence will be ultimately 
established for those countries which fall within the first class of the 
Postal Union.
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used : plate No. 2, approved 30th August, 1867, has never been 
called into use.

P aper.— The paper was that watermarked with a “  spray of 
rose,” which was first brought into use with the issue o f this 
stamp and that of two shillings, which appeared at the same time.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression weis red-hrown, 
varying only in intensity of shade.

P erforation.— Specimens are to be found imperforate.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Plate No. 1. Perf. 14. 

1st July, 1867. Tenpence, red-brown (shades).
VARIETY.

Tenpence, red-brown, imperforate.
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7. The Two Shillings.
Date of Issue, 1st July, 1867.

D e s ig n .— There is only one die of this vEilue, the design of 
which consists of the diademed portrait in profile of Queen 
Victoria, to the left, on a ground of fine horizontal lines within 
an upright pointed oval white band, inscribed two  s h i l l i n g s  

above, and p o s t a g e  below in coloured letters, 
inclosed in a rectangular frame, measuring 
18|- by 22\ millimètres. In the four angles 
of the rectangular frame are square blocks 
with white letters on solid coloured ground.
In the spandrels on the inner sides of each 
of the square letter blocks are two circles, 
those in the two upper spandrels inclosing stars, which are 
also introduced into the two lower circles by the sides of 
the lower letter blocks, while in the two upper circles above 
the lower letter blocks the plate numbers are inserted in white 
on solid coloured ground.

P late.— The plate was constructed to admit of printing a 
sheet of 240 stamps, and was composed o f twelve panes,



arranged in the same manner as in the preceding values, where 
the stamps were arranged in a similar number of panes. The 
legends postage two shillings, and “ P rice— 2 Shillings per 
Label— 8 Shillings per Kow of 4— 2 Pounds per Sheet of 20,”  
were disposed in the same manner as those on the ninepence, 
with the exception that in the two upper and two lower outside 
panes postage two shillings was not introduced.

The impression from plate No. 1 was approved 5th April, 
1867 ; plate No. 2 was spoilt in the making; plate No. 3 was 
approved 23rd January, 1868, but was never called into requi
sition, and no stamps have been issued except such as were 
struck off from plate No. 1.

P aper.— The paper was that watermarked with the “  spray of 
rose,” which was introduced for the first time when this and the 
preceding value of tenpence were issued.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression was a clear blue, 
varying from dark to light, and so continued up to January, 
1880, when it was altered to a light red-brown, very similar to 
that previously employed for the tenpence, the issue o f which 
had been discontinued in 1877. This change of colour was 
rendered necessary in order to avoid the anomaly of having two 
stamps of the same colour current at the same time, the colour 
of the twopence halfpenny being changed at that period to blue. 
Its existence, however, in its new colour was of very short dura
tion, as only the first batch was issued, and it was withdrawn Írom 
the list of those sold at the Post-office on the 1st October, 1880. 
Specimens in the later colour have become difficult to obtain.

P erforation .— Specimens of this stamp printed in blue are 
found imperforate.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  spray of rose.” Largo white letters 

in angles, Plate No. 1. Perf. 14.
(a) 1st July, 1867. Two Shillings, dark blue to light blue (shades).

VARIETY.
Two shillings, light bine, imperforate.

(6) 1st January, 1880. Two Shillings, light red-brown.
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8. T he F ive S hillings.

Date of issue, 1st July, 1867.

D ie.— There is one die only for this value, the design of 
which consists of the diademed portrait in profile of Queen 
Victoria to the left on a groundwork o f fine horizontal lines 
within a wide circular border of Greek pattern, with a row of 
pearle on each side. This circular bor
der is enclosed in a rectangular frame 
measuring 25 by 29£ millimètres. In 
the comers are solid letter blocks with 
letters in white, and on white tablets 
between the blocks at the top and 
bottom are the inscriptions postage and 
5 shillings. The plate number is in
serted in the lower part of the circular 
band in white on a solid disc of colour.

P late .— The plate is constructed to admit of printing a sheet 
o f eighty stamps, and is composed of four panes, of twenty 
casts in each pane. The panes are arranged two and two, a space 
equal to the width of a stamp separating the panes from each 
other vertically ; while a space equal to a row of stamps separates 
them from each other horizontally. The casts are arranged on 
each pane in four rows, of five in each row, the pane measuring 
5|j inches long by 5£ inches in depth. Above and below each 
pane is postage five shillings in large capitals ; while on the 
left of each pane is the legend, “ twenty 5s. postage stamps 
£5 ,” running from the bottom to the top ; and on the right side 
is the same legend running from the top to the bottom. The 
usual plate number is above the right upper comer and below 
the left lower corner of the plate, the official numbers of the 
plate occupying the other cornera

The issue commenced with plate No. 1, approved 18th April, 
1867, and plate No. 2 was approved 5th July of the same year. 
Plate No. 3 was injured in the construction, and was destroyed. 
Plate No. 4 was approved 28th November, 1874, but has not

L



yet been brought into requisition, the stamps at present in use 
being those struck off from plate No. 2.

P aper.— The sheet measures about 14 inches wide by 13] 
inches deep, and is watermarked with Maltese crosses, arranged 
in panes to correspond with the number of easts composing the 
panes of the plate, each pane of twenty watermarks being en
closed in a single-lined frame. At the upper right and left lower 
corners of the sheet is the watermark mark in double-lined 
capitals to denote where the control mark was to be affixed.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression is pink, varying 
only in intensity of shade.

P erforation .— The machines used for the stamps of the 
ordinary size not being adapted to the perforation of those of 
the size of this stamp, the Inland Eevenue Department em
ployed for the purpose the machines worked by hand, used 
for perforating life policy and other fiscal stamps of a similar 
size. In these machines the spacing of the needles differs from 
that in the former, giving a perforation of 15 in two centimètres.

Specimens of impressions from plate No. 1 are to be found 
imperforate.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  Maltese cross,” Plates Nos. 1 and 2. 

Perf. İ0. 1st July, 1867. Five shillings, pink (shades).
VARIETY.

Five shillings, pink, imperforate, Plate No. 1.
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9. T he T wopence-halfpenny .*
Date of Issue, 1st July, 1875.

D esign.— There is one die only for this value, the design of 
which consists in the diademed portrait in profile of Queen

* The im m ediate cause of the issue o f  a stam p o f  th is  value is to he 
fou n d  in  the establish m en t o f  the P o s t a l  U n io n  and the adhesion  o f  
O reat Britain to  the term s o f  the treaty.

A Postal Congress, composed of delegates from all the States o f  Europe, 
as also from the United States of America and from Egypt, assembled at
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Victoria to the left on a ground of fine horizontal lines within 
an octagonal border, enclosed in a rectangular 
frame measuring 18£ by 22£ millimètres. One 
of the perpendicular sides of the border bears 
the inscription t w o p e n c e , and the other h a l f 

p e n n y  ; while in the upper part is p o s t a g e , 

and in the lower part 2 -̂d., all in colour on 
a white ground. The lettering in the angles 
is in colour on white blocks, and the plate number, also in

Berne in October, 1874, on the invitation of the German Government. 
The deliberations of this Congress resulted in the establishment of the 
‘ ‘ General Postal Union,” and a treaty was signed on the 9th October, by 
which it was stipulated that the arrangements agreed upon should take effect 
in all the countries except France on the 1st July, 1875; and as regarded this 
latter country, they should come into operation on the 1st January, 1876.

Under the provisions of this treaty an uniform weight of J oz. 
(15 gramme's) was fixed as the unit for a single letter rate of 2Jd., and 
post cards were to circulate at half this rate. The rate on newspapers was 
fixed at Id. for every 4 oz., and that on books, printed matter, and 
patterns, at Id. for every 2 oz.

Another conference was held in Paris in 1878, and in June of that year 
a treaty was signed, or subsequently adhered to, by all the parties to the 
former treaty, with the addition of British India, the colonies of France, 
Spain, Portugal, and Holland, many of the British colonies, Persia, 
Japan, Liberia, Brazil, Peru, Mexico, &c., the new convention receiving 
the name of the “ Universal Postal Union.” By this treaty it was declared 
that all the consenting nations were to be a “ single postal territory for the 
reciprocal exchange of correspondence,” and under its provisions general 
rules have been made and uniform rates and weights established, so far as 
the difference of money and weights in the various countries admitted.

For the countries included in the first class in the Postal Union, which 
comprises all the States of Europe, the United States of America, New
foundland, Canada, with the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, Persia, 
Cyprus, Egypt, the Azores and Madeira, Tahiti and the Marquesas Islands, 
an uniform rate of 2£d. (25 centimes) has been adopted fora letter of 4 oz. 
(15 grammes), of Id, (10 centimes) for a post card and for newspapers of 
4 oz., and of 4d. (5 centimes) for packets of printed matter, &c., of 2 oz.,

The single rate of postage to and from the countries comprised in the 
second class has been fixed at 4d. for a letter of J oz., at 1 Jd. for a post 
card, and Id. for packets of printed matter, &c., of 2oz., and for 
newspapers of 4 oz.

These alterations in the rates took effect on the 1st April, 1879.
L 2



colour, is inserted in the border immediately above the side 
inscriptions. The vacant spaces in the border and in the 
various angles are filled in with ornamental tracery.

P l a t e .— The entire plate as at first constructed consisted of 
192 stamps, divided into two panes of ninety-six stamps in 
each pane, disposed in eight rows of twelve in each row. Each 
pane presented, therefore, the facial value of £1, and constituted 
a Post-office sheet. In the upper margin was the legend “  2^d. 
p o s t a g e  ” twice repeated in large capitals, the official number of 
the plate being inserted between “  2id ,” and “  p o s t a g e , ”  and the 
plate number between “  p o s t a g e  ” and “  2£d.” in the repeated 
legend. Similar legends were found on the bottom margin, the 
official and plate numbers there changing places. In the space 
between the panes equal to that occupied by one row of stamps 
was “  p o s t a g e  t w o p e n c e  h a l f p e n n y  ” in large block capitals, 
extending over the length of ten out of the twelve stamps in 
the row.

In 1881 the arrangement of the plate was altered consequent 
on a change in the paper, and is now constructed so as to con
sist of 240 stamps divided into two panes of one hundred and 
twenty each, in the same manner as in the case of the other 
values where the paper is watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” 
Each pane constitutes a Post-office sheet of the facial value of 
£1 5s. At the same time all the printed legends were sup
pressed, as also the plate numbers in the margin, both ordinary 
and official.

P a p e r .— When this stamp was first issued in 1875, it was 
temporarily printed on the paper then in use for the One Penny 
Inland Revenue stamps, watermarked with an “  anchor.” As 
these latter stamps were printed in sheets of 240, arranged in a 
single pane of twenty rows of twelve in each row, the disposition 
of the watermarks did not coincide with the plan adopted for the 
printing of the stamps of twopence halfpenny, the plate for 
which only covered seventeen rows, including the blank space 
left between the two panes. Three rows of watermarks were, 
therefore, necessarily left blank, which will account for the
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lower margins of the Post-office sheets issued at this time being 
found watermarked with the anchor. This provisional state of 
things lasted till about the month of June, 1876, when a paper 
specially manufactured for this value was introduced similar in 
kind to that in use for the other stamps in this Section, but 
watermarked with an “  orb ”  for each stamp, and was exclusively 
appropriated to this value. The space occupied by each pane 
of ninety-six stamps was marked out by a single line. On the 
right margin of the upper pane, and on the left margin of the 
lower one, the word m a r k  in double-lined block capitals, followed 
by a facsim ile signature of Sir W , H. Stephenson, repeated again 
in the margin opposite the next pane, was watermarked in the 
paper. The control marks were impressed over the word m a r k , 

as in the other values in this Section where a similar watermark 
existed, but at the close of the year 1880 the system was 
abandoned. The sheet measured about 1Ц  by 18 inches.

In April, 1881, the paper was changed, and that manufactured 
for the inferior values of one halfpenny, one penny, &c., water
marked with “ Crown (1880),” was substituted, which is of 
inferior quality and less highly glazed than that previously 
employed. Stamps printed on this paper from plate No. 21 
were first issued to the public 8th April, 1881.

I m p r e s s i o n . — The issue commenced with plates Nos. 1 and 
2, both of which were approved on the 30th March, 1875. 
Plate No. 3 was approved on the 10th June following, and it 
was during the time that this plate was in use that the paper, 
specially manufactured for this value, was introduced. Stamps 
consequently are found printed from this plate both on paper 
watermarked with the “  anchor ” and on that watermarked with 
the “ orb.”  In no value now in use, excepting the one halfpenny 
and the one penny, has the consumption been so rapid as in this. 
Plates Nos. 4 and 5 were approved of in 1875, in addition to 
the three already approved in the same year ; plates Nos. 6 and 
7 in 1876 ; plates 8, 9, 10, and 11 in 1877 ; plates 12, 13, and 
14 in 1878; plates 15, 16, and 17 in 1879; and plates 18, 19, 
and 20 in 1880 ; plate No. 21 is that which is at present in
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use, and was first employed when the paper was changed to 
that watermarked “ Crown (1880).”

The colour first adopted was a lilac tint of pink (the rose- 
lilacé o f the French philatelists), which continued to be very 
uniform during the whole period it was in use, varying only in 
depth of shade. On the 1st January, 1880, while plate No. 17 
was in use, the colour was changed to a bright blue, with a 
view of assimilating it to that in use for the corresponding 
value in the majority of the countries included in the first class 
of the Postal Union.

SYNOPSIS.
I.

Paper watermarked with an “ anchor.” Plates Nos. 1, 2, and
3. Perf. 14.

1st July, 1875. Twopence halfpenny, lilac-pink (shades).

II.
(1) Paper watermarked with “ orb.” Plates Nos. 3 to 17. 

Perf. 14.
1st June, 1876. Twopence halfpenny, lilac pink (shades).

(2) Same paper. Plates Nos. 17, 18, 19, and 20. Perf. 14.
1st January, 1880, Twopence halfpenny, bright blue (shades).

III.
Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” Plate No. 21. 

Perf. 14.
8th April, 1880. Twopence halfpenny, bright blue.

10. T he E ightpence.

Date of Issue, 1st September, 1876.

D esign.— There is but one die for this stamp, the design of 
which consists in the introduction of the conventional type of 
the head of the Queen into a frame of fresh pattern. The 
ground work of fine lines is enclosed in a wide double-lined 
white border, the exterior perpendicular lines of which extend
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to the extreme edge of the stamp. The upper and lower 
portions o f the border are curved, and touch 
the exterior line of the stamp at the top and 
bottom ; in the upper curved part of the bor
der is p o s t a g e , and in the lower e i g h t  p e n c e .

The sides of the border are interrupted in 
the middle by small circles for the insertion 
of the plate numbers, and plain white square 
letter blocks are introduced into the angles.

P l a t e .— The plate was constructed to admit of printing a 
sheet of 240 stamps arranged in four panes of sixty each, as in 
its multiple value of fourpence, but as in Post-office parlance 
thirty of these constituted a sheet, a floriated ornament was 
introduced into the exterior margin of each pane, between the 
fifth and sixth row of stamps, indicating where the division of 
the pane into halves was to be made. At the top and bottom of 
each pane is, “  P r i c e — Eight pence per Label— 4s. per Row of 
Six— 1 Pound per Sheet,” and on the exterior margin of each 
pane is p o s t a g e  e ig h t  p e n c e  in capitals twice repeated, so 
that the legend may be opposite to each half pane. Two plates 
were constructed. No. 1 was approved 7th July, 1876, 
and No. 2 on 11th September, 1876. The first of these was 
only called into requisition, as the demand for the stamp was 
very limited,* and it was withdrawn from the list of those sold 
at the Post-offices on the 1st October, 1880.

P a p e r .— This was the same as that employed for the four- 
pence, watermarked with “ large garter.”

I m p r e s s io n .— The first impressions from plate No. 1 were 
struck in red-brown, and the imprimatur is endorsed on a sheet 
so printed. It was considered, however, that the similarity in 
colour with that in use at the same period for the twopence half
penny would lead to confusion, and the colour was in conse

* This stamp was originally issued for prepaying the single letter rate 
to  the Australian Colonies vid Brindisi, which was reduced in 1876, and 
the demand became subsequently so small that its issue was discontinued 
altogether in 1880. Only a little over 19,000 sheets were ever printed.



quence altered to chrome-yellow.* Specimens of the stamp in its 
original colour are to be met with, but they are exceedingly rare.

SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “ large garter." Large coloured 
letters in angles, Perf. 14. Plate No. 1.

1st September, 187C. Eightpence, red-brown, chrome-yellow.

152 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN,

1 1 .  T h e  T e n  S h i l l i n g s .'!'

Date of issue, 25th September, 1878.

D e s i g n .— There is only one die, the design of which consists 
of the diademed portrait in profile of Queen Victoria to the left, 
on a ground o f tine horizontal lines within a solid border, the 

sides of which are straight, and the top 
and bottom curved similarly to the border 
of the eightpence. On the upper curved 
border in white block letters is p o s t a g e , 

and on the lower t e n  s h i l l i n g s . There 
are solid blocks in the angles for the 
reception of the letters in white, and 
the plate number in white on solid 
coloured ground is inserted in the ex

terior frame immediately below the centre of the lower curved
* The imprimatur on plate No. 2, dated 11th September, 1876, is on a 

sheet printed in chrome-yellow.
t  This value, as also that o f £1, is not included in the list o f  stamps 

issued and sold to the public, not being intended for defraying postage 
on the transmission of letters, but for the use of country and district 
postmasters in facilitating the keeping of their accounts with the Head 
Office. When unpaid or insufficiently stamped letters are transmitted 
from the Head Office to the distributing offices, these latterare charged by 
the former with the postage to be collected. Instead of transmitting the 
money thus received in cash, the distributing office affixes postage stamps 
to the account sent up to the Head Office representing the amount.

These stamps o f ten shillings and one pound are supplied singly by the 
Inland Revenue Department on application from the postmasters, and are 
the only postage stamps supplied to them in smaller numbers than consti
tute a Post-office sheet.
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border.* The exterior frame is zigzag, very heavy, and crowded 
with meaningless ornamental details. The stamp measures 
25^ by 30 millimetres.

P l a t e .— The entire plate consists of four panes, of twenty 
stamps in each pane, which consequently presents the facial 
value of £10. The arrangement of the panes for the formation 
of the plate is precisely similar to that adopted in the preceding 
value o f five shillings, and the legends are similarly disposed, 
and are the same mutatis mutandis. Plate No. 1, the impression 
from which was approved 6th August, 1878, is the only one 
which has been constructed.

P a p e r .— The paper is the same as that appropriated to the 
five shillings of similar dimensions, watermarked with the 
“  Maltese cross.”

I m p r e s s io n .— The colour of the impression is green-grey.
P e r f o r a t io n .— The perforation of this and the next value o f  

One Pound is similar to that of the five shillings.

SYNOPSIS.

Stamp watermarked with “  Maltese cross." Plate No. 1. 
Perf. 15.

25th September, 1878. Ten shillings, green-grey.

1 2 .  T h e  O n e  P o d n d .

Date of Issue, 25th September, 1878.

D e s i g n . —There is only one die, the design of which consists 
of the usual diademed portrait in profile of Queen Victoria, on 
a ground of fine horizontal lines in an octagon enclosed in an 
ornamental rectangular frame, measuring 25J by 30 mm. Above 
and below the profile are two white tablets, on the upper of 
which is postage, and on the lower one podnd , both in coloured

* It is rather remarkable that the letters and plate number should be 
inserted in white on a coloured ground in this and the £1 stamp, when 
this mode of lettering had ceased to be used for the other values since 1872.



block letters. In the angles are solid blocks for the lettering in 
white, and in the middle of each side of the rectangular frame 
are small circles, those at the sides and top being filled in with 

a cruciform ornament, and that at the 
bottom with the number of the plate.

P l a t e .— The entire plate consists of 
four panes of twenty stamps in each pane, 
which consequently presents the facial 
value of £20. The arrangement of the 
panes for the formation of the plate is 
precisely similar to that adopted for the 
preceding value, and the legends are 

similar, mutat is mutandis. In the disposition of the legends 
there is, however, a trifling difference. The legend on the left 
side of each plate, instead of running from bottom to top, as 
in the preceding value, runs from top to bottom, so that on the 
left side of each pane the heads o f the letters are towards the 
stamps on the pane.

Plate No. 1, the impression from which was approved 6th 
August, 1878, is the only one which has been constructed.

P a p e r .— The paper is the same as that appropriated to the 
five shillings, of similar dimensions. Watermarked with the 
“  Maltese cross.”

I m p r e s s io n .— The colour of the impression is brown-violet.

SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “  Maltese cross." Plate No. 1. 
Perf. 15.

25th September, 1878. One pound, brown-violet.

154 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

T h e  O n e  P e n n y  ( 1 8 8 0 ) .

Date of Issue, 1st January, 1880.

D esign.— There is hut one die, the design of which consists 
of a coarsely-engraved diademed portrait in profile of Queen
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Victoria, to the left, on a ground of equally coarse horizontal 
lines in a rectangular frame, measuring 18J by 22£ mm.* At 
the four corners of the frame are square white blocks to receive 
the letters, which are in colour. The sides 
of the frame are composed of a chain pattern, 
with an outer festooned edge, continued also 
at the top and bottom. Solid tablets are in
troduced in the upper and lower parts of the 
frame, on which are respectively inscribed 
postage and one penny in white block letters 
on a coloured ground. There are no plate 
face of the stamps.t

* On the expiration of the contract with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, к  Co. 
for the manufacture of the line-engraved stamps comprised in Section 1, 
the authorities, as has been previously mentioned, came to the determina
tion of substituting surface-printed stamps for these four values. One 
tiling, however, was obvious, that in adopting this system of printing for 
the one penny stamp, the consumption o f which is so enormous (between 
2 and 3 millions per day), it would not be practicable to manufacture them 
in the same mode as was adopted by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. for the 
stamps of twopence-halfpcnny and upwards, the cost of which was at least 
double that of the line-engraved stamps. To enable the stamps to be 
manufactured cheaply by surface printing, whether from steel plates or 
from plates constructed by the electrotype process, it was necessary that 
they should be printed by steam, for which purpose a coarser stylo of 
description of engraving was indispensable. Unfortunately, so faras the 
interests of art arc concerned, the cheapest possible production was aimed 
at, and Messrs. De La Rue and Co. having sent in the lowest tender, the 
manufacture was placed in their hands.

t  In this stamp, though the lettering in the angles is retained, the plate 
numbers are not inserted on the face. In the stamps since issued, not only 
is the plate number suppressed, but tho lettering at the angles also. W o 
have already pointed out the reasons which led to tho adoption o f the 
system of lettering, reasons which when brought to tire notice of the 
present authorities they had entirely forgotten, if they ever knew them. 
In 1839-40 Sir Francis Baring, Sir Rowland Hill, and the authorities at 
Somerset House, combined together to put all obstacles possible in the way 
both of forgery and of the fraudulent use of stamps a second time. We 
have also seen how at subsequent periods other precautions were taken to 
prevent fraud, while experience shows how admirably they have all suc
ceeded. The authorities however of the present day have knocked away
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numbers on the
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P late .— The entire plate consists of 240 stamps in two panes 
o f one hundred and twenty casts in each pane, arranged in ten 
rows of twelve in each row, the entire sheet representing there
fore the facial value of £1, and constituting a Post-office sheet. 
Between each pane is a horizontal space equal to a row of stamps. 
There is no legend on the plate, nor any official or other numbers 
o f the plate introduced, nor are any control marks applied to 
the sheets, the number of the plate being only inserted in pen 
and ink in the margins o f the imprimatur sheets.

Impressions from plate No. 1 were approved 28th October, 1879, 
and up to 18th June, 1880, thirty-three plates had been approved.

P aper .— As the plates are composed o f two panes of 120 
casts in each pane, it was necessary to provide paper specially 
adapted to this arrangement. A new paper was consequently 
introduced watermarked with panes of large-sized crowns, 
measuring about 11 by 11 mm., differing in pattern from those 
previously employed for the one penny, 1840.

This crown will be distinguished as “ Crown 1880." The 
panes, each of 120 crowns in watermark, are not enclosed in 
frames, but at each angle are single lines at right angles to 
each other, about two inches long, marking the space occupied 
by each pane. The word postage, in double-lined block 
letters, is watermarked in the exterior margins of each pane, 
thus appearing six times on the sheet, which measures 11 by 21 £ 
inches.

The paper is machine-made, and at first was white, though 
always inferior in quality to that watermarked with the “  spray of 
rose,” the “ orb,” &a, employed for the higher values. It has of 
late become yellower in tone, thicker, and not so highly finished 
by milling.

the greater part of these approved safeguards at a blow. A  common style 
o f  engraving has been introduced, offering a temptation to forgery ; and 
now that the lettering of the stamps and the numbers on them have been 
done away with, for no other reason than the attendant cost, the sole pro
tection against fraud consists in such as the printing-ink and the effacing 
marks may afford, as the watermark in the paper is only what may be 
termed a non-patent protection.
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I mpression.— The impression is in Venetian red, varying in 
depth of shade. The colour is a fugitive one, turning grey under 
the influence of acid, and .disappearing entirely if ammonia is 
applied.

G um.— The quality and appearance of the gum is the same as 
in the other values in this Section.

P erforation .— This is 1 4 ,  and up to the close of 1 8 8 0  the 
operation was carried out by the perforating machines at 
Somerset House. Since the commencement of the present 
year (1881) it is done by the contractors for the printing, who 
deliver the sheets to the Inland Revenue Department quite 
ready for issue. The perforation remains the same as before in 
point of gauge, and this remark, as also those relating to the 
paper and the gum, is common to all the remaining stamps m 
this Section.

SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “ Crown ( 1 8 8 0 ) . ”  Perf. 1 4 .

1st January, 1880. One penny, Venetian red (shades).

1 4 .  T he O ne H alfpenny ( 1 8 8 0 ) .

Date o f Issue, October, 1880.

D esign.— The design consists of a portrait in profile of Queen 
Victoria to the left, very similar to that on the previous value, 
on a coarsely-engraved horizontal lined ground, enclosed in a 
circle. Above the head is a cartouche, on 
which is postage in white letters on a solid 
ground o f colour, and below is a similar 
cartouche with halfpenny . T o fill up the 
vacant spaces and give the stamp a rectangu
lar appearance zigzag ornamentations of a very 
ineffective character are introduced. The stamp 
measures 18J by 22J millimètres. There are no letters on the 
stamps, nor any plate numbers.

P late.— The plate is similarly constructed to that of the one
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penny, ami consists of the same number of casts, arranged in 
two panes.

The numbering of the plates on the margins of the im
primatur sheets is done by hand with pen and ink, as in the 
caso of the one penny. The impression from plate No. 1 was 
approved 23rd August, 1880; those from plates Nos. 2 and 3 
on the 18th of the same month; and that from plate No. 4 on 
the 1st December, 1880.

I mpression.— This stamp is printed in green of a rather 
greyish tendency. The later printings show the grey beginning 
to predominate more than at first, so that the stamps look 
washed out and feeble in tone.

SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” Perforated 14.
October, ISSO. One halfpenny, green, grey-green.

15. T he T hree H alfpence (1880).
Date of Issue, October, ISSO.

D esign.— The design of this stamp, another of those which 
superseded the corresponding value o f the line-engraved series, 
consists of a portrait in profile of the Queen to the left, similar 

to that on the two stamps just described, on 
a background of coarsely-engraved horizontal 
lines, enclosed in a pointed upright oval solid 
frame, on which İ3 inscribed postage in the 
upper part, and three halfpence iii the lower, 
in small white block letters. The exterior 
lines o f the oval extend to and intercept 

the sides, while the points of the upper and lower extremities 
fall into the bordering of the top and bottom. The lettering in 
the angles is suppressed, and the spandrels are filled in with a 
design of the poorest and most unmeaning description, the in
terior lines being denticulated like those in tho preceding value. 
It may safely be said that the halfpenny and three halfpenny
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aro the least artistic and most unattractive stamps ever produced 
by Messrs. De La Hue and Co. either for this or any other 
country. The stamp measures 18£ by 22£ millimètres.

P late.— The plate is constructed like that of the one penny 
1880, and consists of the same number of casts similarly 
arranged in two panes. The number of the plate is also 
endorsed on the sheets by the hand with pen and ink. Plates 
numbered 1 and 2 were approved of 23rd August, 1880.

I m p r e s s i o n .— The colour of the impression is Venetian red of 
the same tone as that o f the one penny.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” Perforated 11.

October, 1880. Three halfpence, Venetian red (shades).

1G. T he T wopence (1880).
Date of Issue, November, ISSO.

D esign.— The design consists of a diademed portrait in 
prolile of Queen Victoria to the left on a background of 
coarsely-engraved horizontal lines, enclosed in a straight-sided 
frame, the upper and lower portions being 
curved as in the eiglitpence (now obsolete) 
of this Section. The inscription postage is 
on a curved solid tablet above the head, and 
the value, two pence, on a similar tablet 
curved upwards below the head, both the in
scriptions being in white block letters. The 
corners of the exterior lines of the rectangular frame are in
curved, and the interior lines denticulated. There arc no plate 
numbers nor any letters in the angles. The stamp measures 
18a by 22J millimètres.

P late.— The plate is similarly constructed to that of the one 
penny (1880), and consists of the same number of casts arranged 
in two panes. The number of the plate is written with pen 
and ink on the sheets on which the imprimatur is endorsed. 
Plates Nos. 1 and 2 were approved 13th September, 1880.



I m p r e s s i o n . — The colour of the impression is carmine-red, 
rather dull in tone, and difficult to distinguish by gaslight from 
that of the Id. and l£d. The importance of selecting distinct 
colours for different values where much of the work has to be 
done by night seems to have been altogether lost sight of.

• SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” Perforated 14.

November, 1840. Twopence, carmine-ređ (shades).
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17. T he P ivepence.
Date of Issue, 15th March, 1881.

D esign.— The design is the same head of Her Majesty that is 
found in the four stamps last described, on a groundwork of 

coarse horizontal lines enclosed in a single 
lined festooned upright oval which touches 
the upper and lower tablets, on the former of 
which is the word postage in small white 
block letters on a solid ground, and on the 
latter five pence in similar letters on a 
similar ground. On each of the upright sides 

of the oval are 37 dots following the line of the festoons. 
There are no letters or plate numbers, and the spandrels are left 
blank. The stamp measures 18£ by 22£ mm.

P late.— The plate is similarly constructed to that of the one 
penny, and consists of the same number of casts arranged in 
two panes. There are no legends ; but an ornament in the upper 
and lower margins, opposite the line o f perforation between the 
sixth and seventh rows, indicates where the pane is to be 
separated into two Post-office sheets of sixty stamps of the 
facial value of twenty-live shillings.

I mpression.— This is in very dark dull violet, frequently 
scarcely distinguishable from black.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ Crown (1880).” Perforated 14.

Fivepence, dark violet, violet-black.



IL

STA M PE D  CO VEES A N D  EN VELO PES.

T he next branch of our subject leads us to the consideration 
of the stamped covers and stamped envelopes issued on the 6th 
May, 1840, in pursuance of the Treasury Minute of 26th 
December, 1839. As the die -which was at that time ordered to 
be prepared for the use of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Inland Revenue was on its completion applied to envelopes, we 
shall follow up our account of the first issue, commonly called 
the “ Mulready” covers and envelopes, by the examination of all 
such covers and envelopes as were subsequently manufactured 
by the Board of Inland Revenue, and stamped with this em
bossing die, and with those that have since been brought into 
use.

The subject will therefore be treated in the following order:—

S ection L Covers and envelopes commonly called the “  Mul
ready ’’ covers and envelopes.

S ection II. Envelopes and paper with embossed stamps sold 
by the Post-office to the public.

S ection III. Envelopes and paper with embossed stampe 
struck to order on paper sent in by the public.

S ection TV. Registration envelopes.

M



SECTION I.

COVERS AND EN VÉLO PES

COMMONLY CALLED THE “ MULKEADy ”  COVERS AND ENVELOPES.

Date of Issue, 6th May, 1840.

D e s i g n .— Among the designs sent in to the Lords o f the 
Treasury in reply to their invitation, was one for the face of a 
cover and envelope consisting of a pencil sketch by the late 
William Mulready, r , a , ,  which, after having been submitted to 
the Council of the Royal Academy, was ultimately selected by 
“  My Lords,” and the highest prize awarded to it. The actual 
design occupied the upper part and a portion of the sides of a 
space corresponding in size and shape to that of a sheet o f paper 
when folded for address and transmission through the post, and 
was marked out by a single-lined rectangular frame measuring 
6$ by 3y£ inches, or 131 by 83 i millimètres.

In the centre of the group of figures, Britannia is represented 
as dispatching winged messengers to the different quarters of the 
globe, while the figures on each side o f her are emblematical of 
British commerce and communication with all parts of the 
world. To her right are East Indians on elephants directing the 
embarkation of merchandise, Arabs with laden camels, and 
Chinese. On her left, American Indians negotiating a treaty, 
and Negroes packing casks of sugar. On the foreground on one 
side is a youth reading a letter to his mother ; on the other side 
a group eagerly pressing to see the welcome letter. “  The whole 
design," to quote the words of the London and Westminster 
Review of that period, “ is like a pen and ink sketch by a 
distinguished artist, as far removed as possible from the common-
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place designs usually employed in analogous cases. And con
sidering the small space, the mode of printing to be employed, 
and other circumstances necessarily fettering the artist’s powers, 
we think that artists and the public will agree with us that Mr. 
Mulready has produced the very best work of art consistent 
with the conditions within which by the nature o f the case he 
was confined.”

The design, though eminently artistic, was but Ш-adapted to 
the taste of a mercantile community, and proved to be an 
eminent failure, drawing down upon the parties responsible for 
its selection an immense amount o f ridicule in the shape of 
lampoons and caricatures, a result evidently but little appre
hended by them when the choice was made.*

P lates.— The design, after having been engraved by Mr. 
John Thompson, the eminent wood-engraver, was multiplied by 
stereo-plates, the same engraved block serving for both the covers 
and envelopes, as also for the two values of one penny and two
pence, for which latter purposes a portion of the block at the 
lower part of the frame was removed to leave a space for the 
insertion of the value in full, which, in the case of the one 
penny, was filled in with the words postage one penny  in 
ornate Italic capitals, or capitals slanting from right to left, 
while in the twopence the words postage two pence were 
inserted in capitals slanting in the reverse direction, or from left 
to right.

In addition to the design on the face, at a distance of 3 milli
mètres from the lower line of the frame, was a tablet o f mechani
cal lathe-work of a reticulated pattem, in which the word postage 
was shown in large block letters turned towards the facial design.

* So early as the 12th May, six days only after the issue took place, 
there is an entry in Sir Rowland Hill’s journal to the following effect: 
“  I fear we shall be obliged to substitute some other stamp for that designed 
by Mulready, which is abused and ridiculed on all sides. In departing so 
widely from the established ‘ lion and unicorn’ nonsense, I fear that we 
have run counter to settled opinions and prejudices somewhat hastily. I 
now think it would have been wiser to have followed established custom 
in all the details of the measure where practicable.”—Life, vol, i. p. 395.
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This tablet measured 77^ by 17 millimètres, and when the cover 
was folded appeared on the back o f the letter. Below this 
tablet were the index numbers of the plates. In the one penny 
covers the number was preceded by a Koman capital, and in the 
envelopes by an Italic capital. In the covers and envelopes of 
twopence small letters took the place of the capitals. W e have 
found no other letter except A, though it is by no means im
probable that other letters were used, as the number printed was 
very large, in expectation that the covers and envelopes would 
be employed in far greater proportion than the adhesive stamps.

P a p e r — The paper was o f a special character, manufactured 
by Mr. John Dickinson at Nash Mills, King’s Langley, Herts, 
into the substance of which, during the process of fabrication, 
threads of various coloured silk were introduced running through 
the sheets, a species of paper that, from the name of its inventor, 
has become known among philatelists as “  Dickinson paper.” * 
The paper prepared for the covers differed somewhat from that 
prepared for the envelopes in the disposition of the silk threads. 
In the former the silk threads were so arranged that in printing 
the twelve covers on the sheet in three rows, of four in each 
row, three parallel threads of red silk traversed the cover hori-

• Mr. Dickinson took out a patent in 1830 for a method of uniting 
face to face two sheets of pulp, in order to produce paper of an extra 
thickness. “  The sheets of paper pulp were given off by two drums, and 
brought into contact with one another by the pressure of a roller, and thus 
united were carried forward by the felt over a guide roller and onward to 
a pair of pressing rollers, whereby the moist surfaces of the pulp were 
u*ade to adhere firmly, and constitute one thick sheet. This, after passing 
over the surface of hollow drums heated by steam, became dry and com
pact.” The paper for postal purposes was manufactured by Mr. Dickinson 
on a similar system, the silk fibres being introduced between the two 
laminas before they were pressed together. Specimens of this paper were 
produced and shown to the Commissioners of Post-office inquiry in 1837, 
when the question before them was the practicability of employing stamped 
covers for lettere conveyed by the twopenny post. On this point we find 
the following statement in the Ninth Report (voi. xxxviii., part 1): “ Your 
Lordships will perceive, from the evidence of Mr. l ’ressly, the Secretary of 
the Board of Stamps and Taxes, that he also entertains a favourable 
opinion of the proposal, whilst he has at the same time fairly stated such
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zontally above the design, and two parallel blue ones below it. 
In the paper for the envelopes the sheet was traversed by silk 
threads in sets of one red between two blue, disposed in such a 
manner as that one set of threads crossed each o f the two por
tions of the lozenge-shaped parallelogram forming the side flaps 
of the envelope. Although this was the normal disposition of 
the threads, yet examples may occasionally be met with where 
one or more of the threads has been accidentally omitted, or 
their colours transposed, and also where they run vertically 
instead of horizontally, owing to a sheet having been wrongly 
cut. These varieties possess but little, if any, interest to 
collectors, and are adverted to merely to preclude the supposition 
that their existence is unknown.

I mpression.— The sheets both for the covers and the envelopes 
measured about 24 inches deep by 36 inches wide, being adapted 
to receive twelve impressions disposed in three rows of four in 
each row, the design of the face when printed running parallel 
to the longer margins of the sheet. In the sheets of covers 
there was no line of separation between them, but in those of 
the envelopes the lozenge-shaped form was marked out by single 
lines. In making up the form from which the sheet was

objections as he conceived might be raised against the adoption of the 
plan, the first and most important of which is, that the revenue would be 
liable to be defrauded by the forgery of these stamps,

“ With respect to this objection, Mr. Pressly says, ‘ It has occurred to 
me, however, that that might be prevented if the Government manufac
tured а particular paper for such envelopes. There is a paper which has 
been produced to the Commissioners of Stamps for another purpose, and 
it is the best suggestion that occurs to me for the purpose ; viz., by the 
introduction of a silk thread into the рарет, which it is difficult to manu
facture, and very expensive, and with the vigilance of the Excise would he 
almost impossible to forge ; the silk is w oven in the pulp, and it is written 
on with the greatest facility. The manufacturer is Mr. Dickinson, of the 
Old Bailey. ’ ”

The report then proceeds : “ Mr. Dickinson has fully described the mode 
of fabricating the particular description of paper, to which Mr. Pressly 
refere, and we are satislied that, if the use of this paper was confined ex
clusively to stamped covers, it would be almost impossible to imitate the 
paper, or commit any forgery, without detection.”



printed the stereo-plates were not arranged according to their 
numbers, nor indeed by any order or rule whatever ; the combi
nations of numbers of the stereos, therefore, which appear on 
the sheets are entirely fortuitous, and it would be useless to 
attempt to examine them with a view of drawing any inferences 
from the mode in which they recur.

The preparation of the stereo-plates and the printing wore 
entrusted to Messrs. William Clowes and Sons, of Blackfriars, 
London, the colour of the impression being black for the covers 
and envelopes of one penny, and blue for those o f twopence.

There was no legend on the envelopes, but on the end flaps of 
the covers the following notices and directions were printed in 
double columns of type in the same colour as the rest o f the 
impression.

K ates of P ostage.— I nland  letters not exceeding half-an- 
ounco are charged one penny.
Exceeding half-an-ounce, but not exceeding 1 ounce, twopenco.

„  1 ounce „  „  2 ounces, fourpence.
„ 2 ounces „  „  3 ounces, sixpence.

And so on, an additional twopence for every additional ounce. 
With but few exceptions the weight is limited to 16 ounces. 
Unstamped letters are charged double postage on delivery. 
Those insufficiently stamped double the amount of such insuf
ficiency.

Colonial L etters.— If sent by  packet, tw elve times ; i f  by  
private ship eight times the preceding rates.

F oreign L etters.— The packet rates are too numerous to be 
enumerated here. The ship rates are the same for foreign as for 
colonial letters. As regards both foreign and colonial letters 
there is no limitation as to weight. All sent outwards, with few 
exceptions, must be prepaid by money or by stamps ; and those 
going by private ship must be marked “  Ship Letter.”

It is requested that all letters may be fully and legibly 
addressed and posted as early as convenient. Also, that what
ever kind of stamp may be used, it may invariably stand above 
the address, and towards the right-hand side of the letter.

P rices of Stamps.
A t a P ost O ffice.— Labels Id. and 2d. each. Covers ljd . 

and 2Jd. each.
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A t a Stamp D istributor ’s as above, or as follows :
Half-ream or 240 Penny Covers £1 2s. 4d. Penny Envelopes £1 Is. 9d.
Quarter-ream or 120 Twopenny Covers £1 Is. 4d, Twopenny Envelopes 

£1 Is. Id. ’
A t the Stamp Offices in London, Dublin, and Edinburgh as 

above, or as follows : •
2 reams or 960 Penny Covers £4 7s. Penny Envelopes £4 5s.
1 ream or 480 Twopenny Covers £4 3s. 6d. Twopenny Envelopes 

£4 2s. 6d.
Covers may be had at these prices, either in sheets or cut 

ready for use. Envelopes in sheets only, and consequently not 
made up. No one unless duly licensed is authorised to sell 
postage stamps.

The penny stamp carries half an ounce (inland) ; the twopenny 
stamp one ounce. For weights exceeding one ounce use the 
proper number of labels, either alone or in combination with 
the stamps of the covers or envelopes.

M oney.— Coin if enclosed in letters at all should be folded 
in paper, sealed, and then fastened to the inside of the letter ; 
but to avoid risk, a money order should be used whenever prac
ticable.

From the above notices it will be seen that the covers were 
sold separately at the various Post-offices, and by persons au
thorized to sell stamps, at one farthing above the facial value, or 
they could be purchased in sheets, but the envelopes could 
only be had in sheets. In practice, however, these latter were 
sold by many licensed stationers folded and ready for use at 
threepence per dozen over their facial value, the Inland Revenue 
Department allowing a small discount over and above the profit 
on purchasing by the ream.

The imprimatur on the copies of the one penny and two
penny covers registered in the archives at Somerset House, shows 
that impressions both of the one penny in black and the two
pence in blue Avere struck in the presence of a Commissioner on 
the 7th April, 1840, and that both were approved and ordered 
for use, “ with the stereos therefrom,” on the 27th April. The 
impressions arc struck on “ Dickinson” paper, and comprise 
the design of the front only. There are no legends, nor does 
the tablet below the front design appear on the sheet. A
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like pair, with a lozenge-shaped outline marking the form of the 
envelope when opened out flat, is also registered, with the im
primatur endorsed in similar terms.

F ailure of the E xperiment.— The envelopes met with very 
little favour at tÄe hands of the public, who were not prepared 
for the use of them, and regarded them rather as an innovation. 
The covers were chiefly employed by bankers and by insurance 
and other public companies, the latter frequently printing their 
prospectuses on the inside, thus converting them into a medium 
o f publicity. Not a few were used by enterprising stationers as 
advertising sheets, and sold by them at or under their facial value. 
The issue must however be regarded as a failure, and so soon 
as the embossed envelopes were issued the “ Mulready ” covers 
and envelopes fell entirely into disuse, and were withheld from 
circulation. Nearly all the vast stock prepared for issue was 
subsequently destroyed, and it appears “ that a machine had to 
be constructed for the purpose ; the attempt to do the work by 
fire in close stoves (fear of robbery forbade the use of open ones) 
having absolutely failed.” *

SYNOPSIS.

A. Form, Cover or Half-sheet.
6th May, 1840. One penny, black.

Twopence, blue, light to very dark shades.

Б. Form, Envelope.
6th May, 1840. One penny, black.

Twopence, blue, light to very dark shades.

* Life of Sir Rowland Hill, vol. i. p. 395.



SECTION IL

ENVELOPES AND PAPER WITH EMBOSSED STAMPS.

SOLD BY THE FOST-OFFICE TO THF, PUBLIC.

(1) T he O ne P enny E nvelope . issued 29th January, 1841.
(2) T he Two P ence „  . „ April, 1841.
(3) T he One P enny H alf-sheet . „  March, 1844.

Previously to the introduction of the new system, which 
substituted a charge by weight for that by sheet, such things as 
envelopes were scarcely known beyond the limits of official 
departments, and the occasional use of them by those who 
possessed the privilege of franking. Gum was an article seldom 
heard of except in connection with pharmacy, for wafers and 
wax were the recognized means of closing letters so far as that 
was practicable, and were the regular appliances as well of the 
commercial desk as of the library table. Put when it was per
mitted to enclose a letter in a cover without incurring the 
penalty of double postage, the facilities afforded by the use of 
envelopes and the privacy secured by enclosing correspondence 
in them soon produced their effects, and envelopes made their 
way into public favour so rapidly, that stationer after stationer 
set up workshops for the manufacture of them. Many stationers 
had patterns of their own, and registered their designs ; in short 
a new trade was created, which gave employment to hundreds of 
young people of both sexes. At first ornamental adhesive seals 
and enamelled wafers were commonly used for securing the 
flaps, but the greatest improvement was the lengthening of the 
upper flap and the gumming its extremity. From this period



the sealing-wax trade began to suffer most perceptibly, and is 
possibly the only one which may be said to have been ruined by 
the introduction of the penny postage.

When it became evident that the “  Mulready ” envelopes 
had failed to secure the approval of the public, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Sir Francis Baring, assisted by Sir Howland 
Hill, occupied themselves, towards the close of the year 1840, 
in devising some other kind of envelope which should take their 
place. It has been previously mentioned that the Lords of the 
Treasury, by their Minute of 26th December, 1839, had 
directed the preparation of the necessary stamps for the purpose 
of being struck on paper which the public might send to the 
Stamp-office for that purpose. This decision was now modified, 
and “  My Lords ” came to the determination of applying the 
stamp to envelopes to be made from “ Dickinson ” paper, manu
factured in a manner similar to that employed for the “  Mul
ready ” covers and envelopes.*

The die which had been ordered to be constructed was the 
joint work of two artists. The engraving of the head of Her 
Majesty on a steel die had been entrusted to Mr. William 
Wyon, and was a reduced copy of the obverse of his City 
medal, which had also served as a model for the design of the 
one penny adhesive stamp. The matrix prepared by Mr. 
Wyon, from which the punches for producing the head on all 
the embossing dies, both o f the one penny and of all the 
values, have subsequently been constructed, showed the head of 
Her Majesty with a plain tress of hair only. In the dies for the 
several values the arrangement of the hair was varied by the 
addition of pendent curls o f different designs.

The die therefore, as it left the hands of Mr. Wyon, con
sisted o f a reproduction of the head on a plain ground, without 
any pendent curls, which were subsequently added.

* For some years it seems to have been considered that the franking 
power of an envelope was centred in the embossed stamp, and we have 
seen letters passed free through the post with an embossed stamp affixed 
to them that had been cut from an envelope. This practice is now, however, 
declared to he illegal by Act 33 and 34 Viet., c. 79, s. 19.
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Round this solid ground was added a border or framing in 
mechanical engraving, executed by other hands, the design of 
which also varied in the several values.
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1. T he One P en n y .
Date of Issue, 29tli January, 1841.

D esign.— The design consisted of a diademed bust of Queen 
Victoria to the left in white relief on a solid oval ground of 

colour enclosed within an oval border, on the 
solid ground of which is a reticulated pattern 
in white relief, so disposed as to show the in
scription postage one penny in sunken block 
letters. At the base of the bust are the 
initials of the engraver, w. w., in minute 
letters in relief, preceded by a numeral de

noting the number of the working die. The stamp measures 
23 by 27 mm.

D ie L, 1841-1866.— The tress of the back hair o f Her 
Majesty approached near the interior line of the oval frame, 
and was furnished with a pendent snake-like curl ; the reticu
lated pattern on the frame was 2£ mm. wide. .

This die, which we designate Die I. to distinguish it from 
Die IL constructed in 1866, was the joint work of Mr. William 
Wyon, who struck the head upon it and en
graved the pendent curl, and of Mr. Deacon, 
then in the employ of the late Mr. Charles 
Whiting, of Beaufort House, Strand, Lon
don, who designed and executed the oval 
framework.*

1855. An alteration was made in the 
die in September, 1855, by drilling holes in 
the network of the lower part of the border for the insertion of 
the date plugs.

• Although the original or mother die was produced in the manner 
above mentioned, yet the working dies used in the embossing presses by 
the Inland Revenue Department were constructed by Mr. Wyon at the



D ie IL, 1866, et seq.— A  new die was constructed in 1866, the 
head being still struck from that originally engraved by Mr. W. 
Wyon. ; but the addition of the pendent 
curl and the oval framing, with its re
ticulated ornamentation, was the work of 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co. This die is 
readily distinguishable from Die L, not 
only by the different pattern of the curl, 
but by the mechanical engraving of the 
border, which is 3 millimètres wide, and 
is very poorly executed in comparison with that on Die I. 
Greater space is given between the back of the head and 
the interior line of the frame, which is no doubt an im
provement. The initials o f Mr. W yon still appeared on the 
base o f the bust; but since the year 1872 they have been 
omitted, and the index number only retained. Working dies 
from Die II. seem to have been brought into use about October, 
1866 ; the firat index number that has been found by us 
is 140.

P aper , 1841 to 1855.— The paper was manufactured specially 
for the purpose by Mr. Dickinson, and was somewhat similar to 
that used for the “  Mulready "  envelopes and covers. Ordinarily 
two parallel silk threads only are to bo found, one blue and the
Mint up to the time of his death, in 1851, and also for some time after by 
his son, Mr. Leonard Wyon. Consequent on the changes made in the 
administration of the Mint in 1852, a considerable portion of the work, 
consisting of the repairs of the working dies and the construction of new 
ones, was transferred to Mr. Warren De La Rue, f . r .b., engraver to the 
Board of Inland Revenue ; and at present the whole of the work is done 
by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. under his superintendence.

Each die from the first has been marked with an index number. Those 
in use at Somerset House are kept under the care of a special officer, who 
issues them daily to the stampers according to the requirements of the 
work in hand. These numbers, which are found at the base of the bust, 
do not, therefore, offer any certain or reliable test as to the date when the 
impression was struck, as the dies remain in use as long as they continue 
fit for service, a fact which will be readily appreciated by examining 
these numbers in connection with the date dies after they were 
introduced.
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other orange-red, and the envelope was so cut from the paper that 
when it was folded the pair o f silk threads crossed the face 
diagonally in the right upper corner, it being intended that the 
stamp should be impressed over the threads, though many 
specimens are found where the stamp is impressed either above 
or below them. W e have not considered these as constituting 
varieties, as they are simply accidents due to the irregular 
cutting of the blanks for the envelopes.

A  further list of pseudo-varieties might be made by selecting 
examples where the paper-maker has inserted two blue or two 
orange threads instead o f the bicoloured pair, or where he has 
added an extra thread and inserted three. Those who are 
curious in such matters may find these errors fully enumerated 
in Le Timbre Poste for July, 1868, but they do not appear to 
us to call for more than this passing notice.

The colour o f the paper was that known as cream-coloured, 
and it was glazed on one side only. No change was made in 
the colour during the whole period that the “ Dickinson” 
paper was in use, except that it gradually became whiter in tone, 
and it is possibly owing to this that it İs almost uniformly de
scribed as being white, whereas the colour at the commencement 
of the issue was full cream-colour. Varieties have been catalogued 
as being of “  pale straw ” and “  yellow tinted ” paper as distinct 
from the cream-coloured paper, but thero is not the slightest 
foundation for making such varieties, as the additional depth of 
tone is solely due to adventitious causes, partly arising from 
variations in the process of the manufacture, and partly from 
atmospheric influences. These causes acted somewhat capriciously, 
for envelopes of different tones of colour are found which were 
not only in circulation at the same time, but were manufactured 
at the same period, and do not therefore serve to mark any 
epoch in the history o f the envelopes.

1855 et seq.— After an experience of fourteen years the au
thorities determined to abandon the use of the “  Dickinson ” 
paper, and to follow the system adopted in the case of other 
stamps embossed by the Inland Revenue Department, of inserting
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in the working dies moveable date plugs, showing when the stamp 
was struck.* To give full effect to this, powers were obtained 
from Parliament by the Act 18 and 19 Yict. c. 78, more particu
larly referred to hereafter, authorising the Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue to stamp paper brought in by the public for 
that purpose, under certain regulations to be approved of by the 
Lords of the Treasury. At the time this change commenced to 
be carried into effect (September, 1855) there were three sizes 
of the envelopes then current—the smallest size of 4 by 2£ inches, 
the intermediate one of 4£ by 2 J inches, and the largest size of 
61 by 3§ inches. White laid paper was selected for the two 
smaller sizes, and azure wove for the larger size. Although 
the sale of envelopes made from the plain paper continued for a 
short time concurrently with the disposal of the remainder of 
the stock on “ Dickinson" paper, yet we do not find that any 
were issued made from this latter paper stamped with a dated 
die, except some few copies of the smallest size in the year 1860, 
which were doubtless remnants of the unstamped blanks cut for 
this sized envelope remaining in the Office, and were stamped 
hy the Inland Revenue Department more with the object of 
getting rid of old stock than with a view of puzzling collectors 
of stamps. These last envelopes were all stamped with the die 
bearing the index number o f 95, and were dated in April and 
May, 1860.

F orm, 1841 to 1852.— Previously to the envelopes being 
stamped with the embossing die, it was requisite that they should 
be cut into shapes or “ blanks.” The form chiefly current at 
the period of the introduction of these envelopes was similar to 
that of the “  Mulready,” the blanks being cut in a plain lozenge 
shape, the angle flaps when turned down meeting nearly in a 
point, and leaving the overlapping margins very narrow. The 
cutting of the blanks wa3 done by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. 
on their premises, the “ Dickinson” paper being handed to them

* What might be the reason for using these dated dies for Postage 
Envelopes we are unable to state. A date die impressed on a document is 
quite a different thing.
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for that purpose. The sheets were first of all milled by passing 
them over rollers to make the outside smooth and glossy, the 
reams were then cut by a machine into strips of the proper 
breadth, which were again cut obliquely, so as to form lozenges. 
Another machine cut out the angular points of folding. The 
blanks were then sent to Somerset House to receive the embossed 
stamp, and returned to Messrs. Do La Rue and Co. to be folded 
and made up.

Two sizes were at first issued ; viz.,
1. The large size, measuring 5 }  by 3 f inches, or 133 by 86 

millimètres.
2. The smaller size, measuring 4J by 2 f inches, or 119 by 71 

millimètres.
In July, 1841, another size was added—
3. The smallest size, measuring 4 by 2a inches, or 101 by 63 

millimètres.
These were the normal sizes, but many variations are found, 

due to the irregularity in the folding, which, up to the year 1845, 
was done entirely by hand. Thus we find the second size varying 
from 2 to 3 millimètres, more or less, in length and breadth, and 
the other sizes 1 millimètre, more or less, in length and breadth, 
from the normal sizes.

As early as the year 1840 Mr. Edwin Hill constructed a model 
of a machine for folding envelopes, an invention for which he 
took out a patent. In carrying out the details he was assisted 
by the advice of Mr. Warren De La Rue, who ultimately pur
chased the patent, and the first machines were set to work on 
the premises of Messrs. De La Rue and Co. about the year 1845. 
By these machines the blanks were folded into envelopes of the 
several dimensions, all of an uniform size, at the rate of 2,000 
per hour. They were afterwards gummed by hand, and made 
up into packets of twenty-four, after which they were returned 
to Somerset House. They were sold by the Post-office at the 
rate of 2з. 3d. per packet, or at l^d. by single envelope.

Further and important improvements were made by Mr. 
Warren De La Rue in the envelope folding machine, which

N
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gradually led up to the perfecting of it, as exhibited by him 
at the Great Exhibition of 1851. Placed in the nave of the 
building, it was always surrounded by a crowd of visitors in
terested in watching the ease and rapidity with which it 
went through its automatic performances. The blanks being 
supplied to the folding machine, were carried by it, one at a 
time, into a box where a plunger made four creases in it ; two 
short levers then folded down the two end flaps thus made ; a 
gumming apparatus then came up administering a line of wet 
gum to each flap edgç, two other levers folded down the other 
two flaps, but only fastening one of them, and finally the enve
lope was drawn aside by mechanical fingers armed with caout
chouc to make way for another. The whole operation of the 
folding was completed in one second, thus enabling the machine 
to turn out 3,600 envelopes per hour, all folded with mechanical 
exactitude, and securely gummed.

1852 to 1873.— The form of the blanks used in the new fold
ing machine, which not only folded them, but gummed the 
lower and two side flaps together, differed from the lozenge
shaped blanks hitherto used. The side flaps were cut higher, 
and shaped, and the upper flap was lengthened and made tongue
shaped. This alteration in the form was now carried out in the 
blanks prepared for the Inland Kevenue Department, but the 
sizes originally adopted were substantially adhered to. The 
upper flap was also gummed, and a circular device, consisting of 
the national heraldic emblems in white relief on a pink ground 
of a similar shade of colour to that of the postage stamp, was 
embossed upon it.*

* Tlie gumming of the upper flap, and the impression of the device 
upon it, so long as it continued to be affixed, was done by Messrs. De La 
Rue and Co. previously to the blanks being sent to Sonic reet House to he 
stamped with the embossed postage stamp. Before being forwarded to 
Somerset House for this purpose they were sorted over under the inspection 
of an officer of the Inland Revenue Department, and any that were im
perfect or soiled were rigidly rejected and thrown aside. So long as 
“ Dickinson " paper was employed these rejected blanks were destroyed, but 
when ordinary paper was substituted, those which had a device embossed
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The device impressed on the flap was in two sizes; the 
smaller size, measuring 12 mm. in diameter, was applied to the 
envelopes of the smallest size; while the larger, 
measuring 15 mm. in diameter, was used for those 
of the two larger sizes. Of this latter, two dies, 
or rather two states of the die, may be noticed 
varying in this respect; viz., that there is ordinarily 
an external line of colour nearly a millimètre wide surrounding 
the seal, while in some instances this external line is wanting, 
so that the seal is smaller.

For the benefit of those who still adhered to the use of wax, 
or preferred to have their own device impressed upon the flap, 
some envelopes were issued ungummed and without the official 
flap device. W e only know of specimens of the two smaller 
sizes, some of which are found with crests or other devices 
embossed on the flap; but these flap seals are unofficial, and 
constitute no real varieties. Specimens also are found in 
which the official device is in white relief without any colour ; 
this is owing to the same cause as when the embossed stamp 
itself is in white relief ; viz., by two being accidentally brought 
at the same time under the die charged with colour, the upper 
one only receiving the colour.

In the year 1860 an envelope of a new size, manufactured of 
white laid paper, measuring 5J x 3 inches, or 133 x 76 mm., was 
added to the three then in use.

1873. At the commencement of the year 1873 the form of 
the envelopes underwent a change. The side flaps were made
on the flap were defaced by punching a hole through the centre, and 
were left ou the contractor’s hands, who from time to time, as the stock 
accumulated, made them up into envelopes, and sold them at a cheap rate. 
The fact is mentioned, as we are aware that some collectors attach a cer
tain importance to these envelopes under the idea that they have some 
postal significance, but in reality they are nothing but rejected blanks. 
After the return of the blanks from Somerset House stamped, they were 
folded by the machines, and made up into packets of 24 in each, as 
previously mentioned. In practice they are then either returned to Somer
set House to be put into stock, or are issued direct to the Postmasters on a 
warrant from the Inland Revenue Department.



still higher, and the upper flap cut straight to a point ; but the 
device impressed on it was stih retained. The smallest sized, 
(4 x 24 inches), was discontinued ; but in the month o f April, 
1873, a new size, ordinarily called the “ square size,” measuring 
4J x 3-j-j- inches or 120 x 93 mm., was added, made o f white 
laid paper of a superior quality, thick and highly glazed. The 
price of the three other sizes was reduced to 2s. 2d. per packet 
of twenty-four, and that of the square-sized fixed at 2s. 3d. per 
packet, which was subsequently raised to 2s. 4d.

1874 to 1878. At the close of the year 1874 the large-sized 
envelope of x 3§ inches, on azure wove paper, underwent a 
trifling modification in shape.* The upper flap instead o f being 
cut to a point was rounded off, and has ever since continued to 
be made in this shape ; but no change was made in the other 
three sizes.

1878 et seq.— At the close of the year 1878 the device of 
the national emblems on the upper flap of the envelope ceased 
to be affixed, and all envelopes have since been issued without 
any device whatever stamped on the flap. The sizes now in use 
are distinguished by the Post-office as follows : —

A. Size measuring 4J x 3] i  inches or 120 x 93 mm.
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B. y y 4 * 4 У У 133 x 85 mm.

c . >7 5 1 x 3 У1 133 x  76 mm.
r>. 4  *  4 120 x 69 mm.

the A  size being on thick white laid paper, the В size on azure 
wove, and the C and D sizes on medium white laid paper.

I mpression.— The stamping of the blanks at Somerset House 
was at first performed by ordinary colour-embossing presses 
driven by steam power, the invention of Sir William Congreve, 
and improved under the direction of Mr. Edwin Hill. As the 
blow was given by a falling weight, these presses were found 
not only to knock the dies to pieces very speedily, but to

* We have seen a specimen of this envelope on azure wove paper, with 
pointed upper flap and without the flap device, the stamp on which is 
dated in 1874 ; hut the absence of the flap device is doubtless tho result 
of an accidental omission on the part of the contractors.



produce such a deafening noise that Mr. Edwin Hill, with the 
assistance of Mr. Ormond Hill, devised the machines with 
which the work was subsequently carried on, and which were 
constructed on the “  fly and screw ” principle. By these 
machines the embossing in colour is most ingeniously and 
rapidly effected by a series o f automatic operations, each 
machine as at present constructed being capable of turning out 
more than 20,000 impressions in an ordinary official day of six 
hours.

The colour o f the impression was pink, which from the first 
has varied but little except in depth o f shade. Occasionally 
copies are found where the pink is of a yellowish tone, while 
others are found of a very bright pink. Specimens are also 
found where the stamp is embossed without colour, but these 
are simply due to an oversight on the part of the boy whose 
duty it is to “  fan out ” the blanks for the stamping machine, 
two blanks having been accidentally brought under the die 
together, the upper one of course only receiving the colour. 
These are not varieties properly speaking, but simple errors in 
the manufacture, and as such are generally put aside and care
fully destroyed, though at times they escape notice and have 
passed through the post. Hence they have been chronicled in 
some catalogues as varieties.

SYNOPSIS.
I.

D ie I. Envelopes of “  Dickinson " paper with various threads, 
cream-coloured. Pointed flaps ; upper flap not gummed. One 
penny, pink (shades).*

* Copies of the two larger sizes of these envelopes are occasionally met 
with surcharged on the face with specimen in large Roman capitals in rod 
extending 52 mm. in length, which were issued to postmasters as standards 
for comparison, and to inform them of the issue. The copies of the smaller 
size, 4i  x 2| inches, are usually stamped with the die bearing the index 
number 1, while those of the larger size, 5| x 3§ inches, are stamped with 
the die number 4. One rather remarkable variation of this latter, measur
ing 128 x 82 mm., has come under our notice.
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29th January, 1841. Two sizes :—
1. 4f x 2f inches or 1‘20 x 69 mm., varying from 116 x 68 to 120 x 70.
2. x 3jj inches or 133 x 85 mm., varying from 132 x 87 to 134 x 88.
July 1841.
3. 4 x 2| inches or 101 x 64 mm., varying from 103 x 65 to 100 x 62.

II.
D ie L— Envelopes of “  Dickinson” paper with various threads, 

cream-coloured. Tongue-shaped upper flaps, gummed, and with 
seal device. One penny, pink, varying from full to pale.

1851-1852. Three sizes:
1. 4 x2J inches.
2. 4j  x 2J „
3. 5J x 3jj ,,

VARIETIES.

(a) The same, but without seal device on upper flap, gummed 
and ungummed. Two sizes :

1. 4 x2J inches.
2. 4gx2| „

(b) The same, “  Dickinson ” paper, whiter, upper flap with seal 
device.

1. April and May, 1860.
Die dated. One size :

4 x 2J inches.

III.
D ie L— Envelopes of plain paper. Tongue-shaped upper 

flaps, gummed, and with seal device on flap. Die dated. One 
penny, pink (shades).

(a) Of cream (nearly white) laid paper.
September, 1855. Two sizes :

(b) Of similar paper.
1860. One size :

1 .4  x 2J inches. 
2. 4|x2i „

3. 5$ x 3 inches.
(c) Of azure wove paper.
September, 1855. One size :

4. 5£ x 3$ inches.
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TV.

D i e  I I , — Envelopes of plain paper; tongue-shaped upper 
flaps, gummed, and with seal device on flap. Die dated. One 
penny, pink (shades).

(a) Of white laid paper.
July, 1866. Three sizes :

1 . 4 x 2i  inches.
2. 4? x  2 J  „
3. 5Jx3 „

(b) Of azure wove paper.
July, 1866. One size :

4. 5J x 3* inches.

N o t e .— Die 150 has been met with showing a flaw in the 
outer margin just above the forehead of the Queen.

V.

D ie  II .— Envelopes of plain paper ; straight-cut upper flaps, 
gummed, and with seal device on flap. Die dated. One penny, 
pink (shades).

(a)  Of white laid paper.
March, 1873. Two sizes :

1 . 4J x 25 inches.
2. 5J x3 „

(b) Of thick white laid paper,
April, 1873. One size:

3. 4| x ЗЦ inches.

(0) Of azure wove paper.
March, 1873. One size :

4. 51 x 3§ inches.
VARIETY. (ACCIDENTAL.)

Of azure wove paper, September, 1874. No seal device on flap.
51 x 3j inches.

(d) Of azure wove paper, end of 1874. Upper flap rounded.
5. 51 x 3$ inches.



VI.

Die IL —Envelopes of plain paper; straight-cut upper flaps, 
gummed, but without seal device on flap. Die dated. One 
penny, pink (shades).

(a) Of white laid paper.
November, 1878. Two sizes :

1. 4 j  x 2ÿ inches.
2. 5^x3 „

(b) Of thick white laid paper.
3. 4| x 3 ii inches.

(c) Of azure wove paper, upper flap rounded.
4. x 3| inches. •
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2. T he Twopence.

Date of Issue, April, 1841.

D esign.— There is but one die for this value from which the 
several working dies have been constructed. The design is 

similar to that of the one penny, being of 
the same size and differing only in details. 
The head of the Queen is furnished with a 
pendent curl of a similar form, but the 
frame is varied. The inscription postage 
two pence instead of being over the head 
of the Queen, as in the one penny, is below. 

The initials w. w. on the base of the bust, with a full stop after 
each letter, are sunk, but the numeral denoting the number of 
the working die which precedes them is in relief.

The die, like that o f the one penny, was tho joint work of 
Mr. W yon and Mr. Deacon.

Paper— “ Dickinson’* paper was employed, exactly similar 
to that made use of in the first issue of the one penny, and the 
observations made as to variation in its colour apply equally to 
this.

Form.— The envelope was cut in the same form as the large



size of the first issue of the one penny, measuring in like 
manner 5 }  x 3$ inches, or 133 x 86 millimètres. Similar varia
tions from the normal size are found as in the one penny, but 
no other size was ever made for sale to the public. The 
envelopes were made up in packets o f twenty-four, and sold at 
4s. 3d. per packet, or singly at 2|-d. each.

I m p r e s s io n .— The colour of the impression was dark bluo ; 
a lighter shade, however, was subsequently employed.*

The use of the envelope of this value appears to have been 
very limited. No issue beyond the first was ever made, and the 
sale of it by the Post-office was only continued so long as the 
stock on hand lasted. In 1855 the dies were furnished with date 
plugs, and employed for stamping paper and envelopes brought 
to the Stamp Office for that purpose by the public.
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SYNOPSIS.

Envelopes of “  Dickinson ” paper with various threads, cream- 
coloured. Hand-made with pointed flaps, upper Hap not 
gummed. Twopence, blue, dark and light.

April, 1841. One size :
5J x 3| inches or 133 x 86 nun., varying from 132 x 88 to 134 x 85.

3 .  O n e  P e n n y  H a l f -s h e e t s .

From a design left by Sir Howland Hill it would appear that 
some idea existed of supplying the place of the “ Mulready ” cover 
by a similar half-sheet, which was most probably intended to 
bear an embossed stamp of one penny. The design in question 
consists of a half-sheet of plain azure laid stout paper., measuring 
8| x 7 f inches, on which is marked out a space for the address, 
measuring 5^ x 3 §  inches ; above, are three marks in pencil de
noting where the silk threads are to pass, and there are two 
similar marks below the address-space. On this address-space

• Copies surcharged with specimen  in red similar to that on the one 
penny are occasionally met with.



at the foot is postage, in large single-lined letters in pencil, and 
in Sir Rowland Hill’s handwriting the following memorandum—  
“  Might, I think, be reduced in width to inches. March 
3, 41.”

Nothing appears however to have been done till March, 1844, 
when, in consequence o f representations made by many mercan
tile firms and others that a stamped cover or half-sheet of letter 
paper would be of public utility, the Lords of the Treasury 
ordered an experimental issue to be made. These half-sheets 
were of two kinds, the one of cream-coloured, stout, unglazed 
paper measuring 9 x 7 |  inches, the stamp on which was im
pressed about 3 f  inches from the left side, and inches from 
the top, measuring to the centre of the stamp, which was the 
same as that employed for the envelopes, and the other of azure 
paper, measuring x 7£ inches, the stamp on which was im
pressed about 4 inches from the left side and inches from the 
top, measured in a similar manner. The paper in both cases 
was wove “  Dickinson ”  paper, two silk threads, one blue and the 
other orange-red, at a distance of from 6 to 8 mm. apart, travers
ing the half-sheet horizontally immediately above or under the 
stamp. The stamp was impressed in such a position that when 
the half-sheet was doubled in the form of a sheet of note-paper, 
and then folded in three, the stamy was in the right upper 
corner; but its position was such that it was impossible to 
use the half-sheet as a cover, and to observe at the same time 
the directions of the Post-office, that the stamp should appear 
in the right upper comer. Occasionally they were used as 
wrappers for newspapers, but they do not appear to have ever 
been extensively employed in any capacity, and the favour they 
met with at the hands of the public was not such as to induce 
the authorities to make any further issue. Unused copies in 
good condition are seldom to be found, and are of considerable 
rarity. Copies surcharged “  specimen ” in red, similar to the 
envelopes already described, are also met with in some o f the 
huge collections, but they are rare, as the experiment was prob
ably confined to some of the principal towns only.
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It would appear that about the end of 1859 or early in 1860 
the idea of making a further issue was mooted, and one or two 
copies were produced in January of that year, on bluish wove 
“  Dickinson ” paper, stamped with a dated die, No. 97, of the 
first type. These however are extremely rare : the specimen 
from which we take our description bears the date on the die of 
17th January, 1860, and is stated by Mr. Pearson Hill to be in 
his opinion “  almod unique."

SYNOPSIS.
March, 1844. Half-sheet of “ Dickinson”  paper with em

bossed envelope stamp of one penny impressed in pink.
One p en n y , on cream-coloured paper, 9 x 71 inches.

,, on azure wove paper, 94 x 7 4 inches.

January, 1860. Similar to the above, but die dated.
One penny, on azure wove paper, 94 x 74 inches.
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SECTION UI.

ENVELOPES AND PAPEP W ITH  EMBOSSED STAMPS.

STRUCK TO ORDER ON TAPER SENT IN BY THE PUBLIC.

W h e n  it was determined to abandon the further use of 
“  Dickinson ”  paper for the stamped envelopes, the admission of 
the public to furnish their own paper to be stamped formed part 
of the contemplated alteration. Accordingly a clause was intro
duced into the Act 18 and 19 Vic., c. 78, empowering the Com
missioners of Inland Revenue “ under such regulations as the 
Lords of the Treasury might from time to time make or sanction 
in this behalf, to stamp paper which any person may send to 
the said Commissioners for the purpose of being stamped for 
covers or envelopes of letters, with stamps providod for denoting 
the several rates of postage, on payment of the amount of the 
stamps required to be impressed on such paper, and in cases where 
such amount shall not exceed £10, upon payment in addition 
thereto of such fee as the said Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury may direct or authorize to be taken in such cases.”

At the time of the passing of the above-named Act, in 1855, 
the only adhesive stamps current were the Id., 2d., 4d., 6d., and 
Is., embossing dies of all of which existed except of the four- 
pence. The Commissioners of Inland Revenue therefore ordered 
an embossing die of this latter value to be prepared. At the 
same time the existing dies of one penny and twopence were 
fitted with moveable date plugs, as were also those of sixpence and 
one shilling, which had been previously employed for embossing 
the adhesive stamps issued by the Inland Revenue Department 
in 1847 and 1848.
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The following notice to the public was then issued :

Inland Revenue, Somerset House, 
Oct. 8th, 1855.

The Board of Inland Revenue have, in conformity with the 
provisions of the 4th Section of the 18 and 19 Viet. c. 78, provided 
the necessary apparatus for impressing with Postage Stamps 
paper sent in by the public for covers or envelopes of letters.

Notice is hereby given that the Board are now prepared to 
receive paper to be delivered at the Head Oiïice in Somerset 
House, London, for the purpose of being impressed with stampe 
for denoting the several duties on postage, subject to the follow
ing regulations ; namely,

When the amount of the stamps required by any person 
shall not exceed £10, a fee of Is. wül be charged, in addition to 
the duty, if paper of one size only be sent in ; and if more than 
one size be sent in, then a fee of Is. for each size.

On the warrants hereinafter mentioned no fee will be payable, 
but the sizes of the paper will be restricted as follows :

When the amount exceeds £10, and is under £20, paper of 
one size only will be received. I f  the amount exceeds £20, 
and is under £30, two sizes of paper only will be received; 
£30 and under £40, three sizes of paper ; £40 and under £50, 
four sizes of paper ; and not more than four sizes of paper will 
be allowed to be included in any one warrant, of however high 
an amount.

No folded envelope can be stamped, and therefore paper, 
whether intended for envelopes or for letters, must be sent in 
unfolded, and every distinct form of envelope or paper must be 
marked so as to indicate the place on which the stamp is to be 
impressed, in order that it may appear in the proper position, 
according to the rules of the Post-office, when the envelope or 
letter is folded and made up.

No coloured paper can be received for stamping, nor any 
paper of such thinness as not to bear the impression of the dies.

Envelopes provided by this Office, with the proper stamps 
thereto, will be substituted for any of those sent in which may 
be spoilt in tbe operation of stamping.

It is to be borne in mind that licensed vendors only are 
authorised to sell postage stamps impressed as above mentioned, 
or any other.

By order of the Board,
T h o m a s  K e o g h , Secretary.



Towards the close of the year 1855 a small sheet was issued 
by the General Post-office to the Postmasters, on which impres
sions of the three embossed stamps of fourpence, sixpence, and 
one shilling were struck, each surcharged in black with s p e c i m e n , 

and underneath the stamps was the following legend :
“ Embossed postage stamps to be struck on 

“ p a p e r  a n d  e n v e l o p e s .

“ 26th November, 1855."

The dates in the dies show that the stamps were struck on 
these sheets in the early part of the month of December, 1855.

1 .  T h e  T w o p e n c e . v

D e s i g n .— No alteration was made in the die, which had 
hitherto served for the impression of the envelopes on “  Dickin

son ” paper, except that the date plugs were

#
 inserted by drilling three holes in the upper 

part of the border. The same die numbered 
1, followed by the initials w w. in sunken 
letters, and a full stop after the last w, also 
sunk, continued to he used for some years, 
until this stamp was called into more active 
use for stamping the provisional issue of 

registration envelopes in 1877.
I m p r e s s io n . — This stamp has always been struck in light 

Prussian blue.
Half-sheets of laid letter paper, impressed with this stamp 

bearing the date 1861, are in existence, and probably other 
values exist also, on similar half-sheets. The fact is only men
tioned to show that the Inland Revenue Department Avere ready 
to affix the embossed stamps either on envelopes or on sheets of 
paper for letters or wrappers.

2 . T h e  F o u r p e n c e .

D esign.— This stamp much resembles a coin in its general 
appearance. The profile of the Queen to the left appears in
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relief on a solid circular ground of colour, bounded by a single 
line, with a small beaded inner circle. On this ground, in the 

upper part, following the contour of the 
circle, is the inscription postage four 
pence in block letters embossed in white 
relief ; and in the lower part is a reticu
lated ornamental band, pierced with three 
holes to receive the date plugs. The 
initials w.w. appear on the base of the 
bust with a full stop between them, and 

there are also full stops on each side of the numeral which 
precedes the initials.

The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., who 
designed and executed the framework of the border, and added 
the curl attached to the head, which was that of the die engraved 
by Mr. Wyon.

Impression.— This value has always been struck in vermilion, 
ordinarily of a full tone of colour, but at times varying to an 
orange-vermilion of lighter tone.

Dies Nos. 1 and 2 appear to be the only ones which have 
been employed up to the present time.
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3 , T h e  S i x p e n c e ,

D e s i g n .— The design of this stamp is the same as was em
ployed for stamping the adhesive embossed stamps. That first 
made use of is numbered 2, and on being 
closely compared with No. 1, employed 
for stamping the adhesives, shows some 
slight points o f difference, especially at 
the base of the bust. The insertion of 
the date plugs was effected by drilling three 
holes in the die, one of which is imme
diately below the bust, and the two others 
in the framework on either side.

Impression.— The impression is in violet, which was at first



of a full deep tone, but afterwards became lighter, and is now 
nearly mauve,

4. T h e  O n e  S h i l l i n g .

D e s ig n .— This die, like that of the sixpence, is the same as that 
employed for stamping the embossed adhesives of corresponding 

value, and of which we found Nos. 1 and 2 
to have been used for the purpose. The date 
plugs were inserted in holes made in the solid 
octagonal ground, thus greatly disfiguring the 
general appearance of the stamp. Die No. 3, 
appears to be the first which was used for 
stamping envelopes and paper, though die 
No. J2 is found used in 1873 for stamping

I m p r e s s io n .— The impression is in green, and has not under
gone any noticeable variations, though, as every collector will 
fully understand, there are light and dark shades to be found of 
this value, as is the case with every colour which has to be 
compounded on each occasion o f printing off an order.*
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telegraph forms.

5 . T hf, T h r e e p e n c e .

Date of Issue, May, 1859. _

The preparation of the embossing die of this value, and the 
issue of paper stamped with it, preceded the issue of the 
adhesive stamp o f corresponding value by a period of nearly 
three years. It was prepared expressly at the instance of 
commercial firma requiring wrappers for newspapers and printed 
matter despatched to the colonies under the then existing high 
rates of postage.

* Those differences in shade, which are only due to accidental variations 
in the compounding of the colours, without serving to mark any epoch in 
the history of the issue or any change of process in the printing, have not 
been specially mentioned. The fact is recorded that those who care to 
collect such “  varieties " may be aware of their existence.



D e s i g n .— The embossed profile of the Queen, to the left, 
appears on a solid trilohed ground of colour, enclosed in a 
similarly shaped border filled with a reticulated pattern, so 
arranged as to show postage on the upper lobe, and three 
pence on the two lower lobes in 
coloured fancy capitals. At the points 
where the lobes meet, the date plugs 
are inserted. The design doubtless 
served as a model for that of the 
adhesive stamp subsequently issued, so 
far as the shape is concerned, which 
will be more readily recognized on 
turning the stamp upside down. At the base of the bust are 
the initials w. w., and the figure 1. in relief, each being followed 
by a full stop.

The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., who 
added a pendent curl to the head struck from Mr. W yon’s die, 
and designed and executed the framing.

I mpression.— The impression is in deep carmine. Copies sur
charged in black with the word specimen are found with the die 
date of 27th May, 1859. These were issued by the Post Office 
to the various Postmastern on small sheets, on which appears the 
legend :

“  Embossed postage stamp to be struck on 
“  PAPER a n d  e n v e l o p e s .

“  May, 1859.”

From official returns it appears that, up to the 31st March, 
1860, 101,554 copies of the threepenny embossed stamp were 
struck, while for the entire year, from the 1st April, 1859, up to 
31st March, 1860, the number of twopenny embossed stamps 
was only 44,774; of the fourpenny, 20,143; of the sixpenny, 
2,279; and of the 1з., 10,615; the number of the threepenny 
in 10 months thus exceeding that of all the other values during 
a period of 12 months.
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G. T he T hree H alfpence.
Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

The die for this issue was prepared and specimen copies 
struck from it in April, I860, when the issue of an adhesive 
stamp of similar value was contemplated. As, however, the 
issue of this latter did not take place till 1st October, 1870, 
the embossed stamp was not brought into use until the same 
time.

D esign.— The design bears a cognate resemblance to the 
adhesive stamp of similar value. The profile of the Queen, to 
the left, is upon a solid curvilinear triangular ground of colour, 
surrounded by a pearled border, and enclosed in a similarly 

shaped frame. On cartouches within this 
frame are the inscriptions; on the upper 
side ’ opposite the apex is three, on the 
left side postage, and on the right side 
halfpence, the rest of the frame being 
filled in with a reticulated engine-turned 
pattern, in which at each of the angles 
are inserted the date plugs. The inscrip

tions, &c., are embossed in white on a solid ground of colour. 
On the base of the bust are the initials w w, preceded by the 
figure 1. In our illustration the engraver has omitted the 
pearled border.

The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Eue, who designed 
and executed the framing, and added a pendent curl to the 
head, as struck from Mr. W yon’s die.

I mpression.— The colour selected in 1860 was a rose-pink, 
and when the stamp was issued to the public in 1870 it was 
adhered to ; but in 1874 it was changed to a brown of a warm 
tone, which is still in use for this value.

K emarks.— This stamp is but rarely seen in use, and does 
not appear to have been applied to much practical purpose 
except as an addition to the stock of collectors.
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7 . T h e  T w o p e n c e -H a l f p e n n y .

Date of Issue, December, 1876.

D e s i g n .— The design consists of a profile of the Queen to 
the left, embossed on a solid pointed upright oval ground of 
colour, surrounded by a pearled border, and 
enclosed in a similarly shaped frame with a 
scalloped exterior edge. The ground of the 
frame is in colour, with a reticular engine- 
turned design embossed upon it in white, 
on which is the inscription, in sunken block 
letters in colour, p o s t a g e  tw o  p e n c e  h a l f 

p e n n y , round the head. In the frame below 
the bust aro inserted the date plugs.

There are no initials on the base of the bust. The figure 1 
may be detected, but is scarcely visible on the majority of 
specimens.

The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., who 
designed and executed the frame, and added a pendent curl to 
the head struck from Mr. W yon’s die.

I m p r e s s io n .— The colour selected was puce verging on lilac, 
somewhat fuller in shade than that employed originally for the 
adhesive stamp of similar value.

R e m a r k s .— Like the three halfpence, this value is but seldom 
seen in use.

In the year 1862 the Inland Revenue Department, which 
professed to exclude coloured paper from the privilege of being 
stamped, permitted tinted paper to pass. Not a few changes 
could be rung out o f the various shades of straw, pink, lilac, 
blue, and sea-green ; but additional varieties were made, mainly 
for the use and behoof of collectors, by employing wove, laid, 
and latonne paper. Since the year 1877 the Inland Revenue 
Department has refused to admit tinted paper to be stamped,
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and requires that it should he either white or ordinary azure, 
and of good substance.

The Department includes in the form of the warrant not only 
stamps of the values of one penny, three-halfpence, twopence, 
twopence-halfpenny, threepence, fourpence, sixpence, and one 
shilling, for which dies have been prepared ; but also eight- 
pence, ninepence, and tenpence, for the two former of which 
they do not possess dies, and for the latter have never employed 
the die made for the embossed adhesive lOd, stamp. To 
supply these values, they impress two of the existing values on 
the paper; thus they ordinarily form the eightpence by two 
dies of fourpence, the ninepence by the threepence and six
pence, and the tenpence by the fourpence and sixpence, the 
higher value when it exists being stamped first, and the lower 
value to the left of it. The door once opened to embossing 
two stamps side by side was not allowed to be shut, and as the 
Department offered no objection to impressing a second stamp on 
paper which had already been once stamped, provided that the fee 
charged for changing the die on all orders for less than £10 was 
paid, stamp-dealers availed themselves largely of the opportunities 
thus offered, and permutations and combinations of all the dies 
have been made, of no conceivable interest or utility except to 
swell the size and expense of collections without adding one 
iota to their real interest. That such envelopes may represent 
a postal rate is not to be denied, but that one in a thousand has 
ever been employed legitimately for prepaying postage is more 
than problematical, and they are hardly worthy of a place in a 
collection except to show how far folly can go. We give a list 
of those of which the existence is known. With regard to the 
values above one shilling, we have not seen them in combination 
with the more recently issued Ц-d. and 2£d., and those in com
bination with other values are invariably affixed before the 
smaller value, leading to the presumption that they were struck 
on paper already stamped with the smaller value, and this is 
very probable, as these combinations are emphatically' what the 
dealers call “  heavy stock.”
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SYNOPSIS OF COMBINED VALUES.

Twopence .  . • Id. and Id.
Twopence-halfpenny 4 Id. I I lid.
Threepence . « 2d. I I Id.
Threepence-halfpenny . 2£d. 1* Id.

I I  if . lid. I I 2d.
ft ft • 2d. I I lid.

F ourpence -hal fpenny 4 2Jd. I I 2d,
Fivepence . . 3d. I I 2d.

ft • * . 2d. I I 3d.
I I  • • Id. I I 4d.
I I  • • . 4d. I I Id.

Fivepence-halfpenny 4d. I t lid.
Sixpence-halfpenny * 4d. I I 2id.
Sevenpence . • 6d. I I Id.

I I  • * • Id. I I 6d.
I I  • • . 4d. ft 3d.

Sevenpence-halfpenny . 6<L I I lid.
>1 I I . lid. I I 6d.

Eightpence . . 6d. I I 2d.
ft • * 4d. I I 4d.

Eightpencc-halfpenny • 6d. I I 2 id.
Ninepenco . • 6d. I I 3d.

> j  * • . 3d. I I 6d.
Tenpence . , * 6d. I I 4d.

>? • • • . 4d. I I 6(L
Thirteenpencc , Is. I I Id.
Fourteenpcnce . . Is. I I 2d.
Fifteenpence . è Is. I I 3d.
Sixteenpence . • Is. I I 4d.
Eighteenpence . • Is. I I 6d.
Two shillings . . Is. I I Is.

According to the regulations of the stamping department at 
Somerset House now in force, if in the process of embossing a 
blank is accidentally spoilt by an imperfect stamp being 
affixed, or through any other mishap, the blank is returned to 
the owner with the other stamps, with a notice printed on the 
face of it that on a fresh warrant being sent in, the value will 
be made good either in penny stamps or in any way the owner 
desires. Where the stamp has been imperfectly struck it is 
surcharged in black with a hand stamp “  to be transferred.” 

Specimens of these spoilt stamps are frequently seen in 
collections of postal curiosities.



STAMPS EMBOSSED FOR PRIVATE FIRMS.

In addition to impressing the ordinary dies on paper supplied 
by the public, the Inland Revenue Department will impress the 
official stamp, surrounded by a circular band bearing the name 
and address of any private firm, without making any extra charge 
beyond the cost of engraving the die. Nor do the authorities 
object to private firms adding a similar band themselves to 
stamps already struck by the Inland Revenue Department, 
provided that nothing more than the name and address of the 
firm with its trade or profession appear upon the band.

In those which are struck at Somerset House, the colour of 
the ring is identical with that of the stamp, the special die 
being so constructed as to permit of its being used in the 
embossing machine at the same time as the official stamp, and 
the whole is effected in one operation.

In the case of those which are of private manufacture, the 
ring is impressed round the official stamp already embossed on 
the paper, and ordinarily in a different colour from that o f the 
stamp, and even when it is evidently intended to be similar, 
it fails to be so. In all those which we have noticed the 
pattern of the ring differs from that adopted by the Inland 
Revenue Department.

Many firms, chiefly publishers, news agents, and India or 
Colonial agents, have taken advantage of the privilege, which 
acts as a safeguard in insuring the stamps being used in their 
business, while it also serves as a species of advertisement by 
putting their names conspicuously before the public.

To stamp collectors these stamps offer but little interest except 
as showing what the authorities do, or permit to be done ; it 
would not therefore serve any useful purpose to give a list of 
the firms who have availed themselves of this privilege, and we 
shall accordingly limit our account of them to a description 
o f the types of the rings adopted by the Inland Devenue 
Department.

Any paper which the Department would allow for the embos-
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sing of envelopes generally, is admitted for the purpose of being 
embossed with the additional ring, and it may be cut in any 
form adapted either for wrappers or envelopes.

The system commenced early in 1857. The earliest known type 
consists of two plain curved bands, being segments of a circular 
band 3 mm. wide, and having a diameter of 36 mm. or 1$ inch 
external measurement. Each of these segments measures 28 mm. 
in length, and they are applied one above and the other below the 
official die, each segmental band being outlined by a white line, 
and the ends rounded. The only firm known to have pos
sessed this type is that of W . H. Smith and Son, whose name 
appears in the upper segmental band, and the address, 186, 
Strand, W.C., in the lower. The values are one penny, pink, 
dated 9.6.57, 2d., blue, dated 9.3.57, and Is., green, dated 9.3.57. 
The copies seen by us are all surcharged “  specimen ”  in black 
with a pen and ink, and it seems to be doubtful whether or 
not this type was ever actually used. If not it would more 
properly be referred to under the head of “  Essays,” &c.

The next type dates from July, 1857, and consists of a plain 
circular band, 4 mm. wide, forming a complete ring o f 36 mm. 
diameter, external measurement, round the stamp. The name 
of the firm is on a plain cartouche above the Queen’s head, 
and the address on a similar one below, while between the ex
tremities of the cartouches on either side is an eight-rayed star 
ornament.

This type is found with the names and addresses of various 
firms both in the home and colonial trades, but M. Rondot 
{Magasin Pittoresque, 1863, p. 293) in giving an engraving 
(No. 97) of one value, fourpence, struck on an envelope for 
Messrs. Smith, Elder, and Co., speaks of it as made specially for 
them, and designed for Indian postage. This envelope has 
acquired additional celebrity through being described in Lallieťs 
Album as an “  Indian Envelope,” and a place being allotted to it 
in the Indian page. No doubt the whole mistake has arisen 
from the firm having been described in the lower cartouche as
KAST INDIA AGENTS.
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The third type is that in use at the present time, and dates 
from 1861. It consists of a plain circular band, 5 mm. wide,

forming a complete ring round the 
official stamp of 38 mm., or 1| 
inch diameter, external measure
ment. The names and addresses 
are in somewhat larger lettering 
than in the last preceding type, 
and are not within cartouches, 
though the two star-like orna
ments are retained. On some of 
the wrappers of Messrs. Smith, 

Elder, and Co. it is found embossed in conjunction with the 
second type.



SECTION IV.

REGISTRATION ENVELOPES .

Previously to the introduction of the uniform penny-post 
system all letters containing, or supposed to contain, eoin or 
jewellery were registered gratuitously, by the Post-office, as a 
security against loss ; but when the new system came into opera
tion it was considered to be impracticable to continue the service, 
and with the sanction of the Treasury it was dropped. As the 
number of letters containing coin and valuables increased, and 
the depredations also increased in a like ratio, a system of regis
tration was adopted in 1841, but the charge of one shilling was 
so high that the public did not avail itself to any considerable 
extent of the protection thereby offered j for though the regis
tration furnished an extra degree of security to the letter during 
its transit, yet beyond this the Post-office undertook no further 
responsibility. In October, 1841, Lord Lowther, the Postmaster
General, proposed to the Lords of the Treasury that he should 
be allowed to use the powers conferred by 3 and 4 Viet., c. 96, 
s. 39, and establish a compulsory registration of letters supposed 
to contain coin or valuables, charging them with the registration 
fee of one shilling, to be paid by the receiver when not paid by 
the sender. The proposal was referred to Sir Rowland Hill, 
who, while he considered the principle of compulsory registration 
a fair one, yet was of opinion that so long as the registration 
fee was fixed at one shilling sufficient inducement for voluntary 
registration was not held out to the public. He therefore advised 
the Lords of the Treasury to lower the fee ; but as that proposal



was objected to, the question remained in abeyance for some 
years.

In March, 1848, the fee was reduced to sixpence, and in 
August, 1862, was still further reduced to fourpence, when 
compulsory registration was applied to all letters passing through 
the London office supposed to contain coin or valuables, and in 
the following year it was extended to all inland letters. The 
registration system was also made applicable to packets passing 
by the Book Post. .

On the 1st January, 1878, some important changes were made. 
The fee was reduced to twopence, and the Post-office, although 
re-affirming that it was not responsible for the safe delivery of 
registered articles, expressed its willingness to make good the 
value of any so registered which might be lost in transit, to the 
extent of £2, on certain conditions, one of them being that, if 
the article consisted of money, it must, in order to have the benefit 
of the insurance, be “  enclosed in one o f the Registered Letter 
Envelopes sold by the Post-office for the purpose.”

It is with these envelopes, then for the first time issued, that 
we have now to deal.

The issue to the public took place on 1st January, 1878. 
Many of those issued about that period are found bearing on 
the stamp the dates of November and December, 1877, but these 
belong to stock which was prepared previously to the 1st January 
in view of the issue to take effect on that day. Two sizes only 
were issued at first ; viz., those distinguished at the Post-office 
bÿ the letters F and G, the first measuring 5^ x inches, the 
other 6 x 3 f inches, though the actual sizes are frequently found 
to vary a little from the standard. Those, as also all the other 
sizes subsequently issued, are made to open at the end, and on 
the closing flap the registration fee stamp of twopence is struck 
in relief. They are lined with muslin, and are the invention of 
Messrs. M’Corquodale and Co., who have taken out a patent for it. 
As it had previously been the practice with the Post-office to tie 
each registered letter with a green string, an imitation in blue 
is printed on the envelopes, the front being traversed by two
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blue lines crossing each other at right angles, thus dividing it 
into four equal parallelograms, and the same is repeated on the 
back, the horizontal line not extending over the flap, which is 
left clear for the stamp. The inscriptions on the envelopes are 
all printed in blue, varying at first in depth of shade, but now 
nearly always o f a light tone of colour. The paper used for 
the manufacture of them is plain wove of a bluish tinge of 
white.

The blanks are cut into shape and lined before they are sent 
to Somerset House to be stamped. From thence they are re
turned to the contractors, who close them down, print upon them 
the inscriptions and lines, gum the turn-down flap, and then 
return them to Somerset House to be put into stock.

1. Provisional Issue.

On the flap of the envelope is a semicircular cartouche, with 
the words “  for registration only ” in block letters in white 
relief on a solid blue ground, below which is struck the embossed 
twopenny envelope stamp in blue.
The postage at the ordinary letter 
rate is payable by stamps, as in 
other letters. On the face of the 
envelope, in the upper left com
partment, is the word “ r e g i s t e r e d ”  

in a single-lined rectangular frame, 
and above it are the instructions,
“  THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO AN 
OFFICER OF THE POST-OFFICE TO BE REGISTERED,” the division 
between the two upper compartments made by the string-line 
falling between the words “ officer” and “ of.”

The registration receipt, given by the office at which a regis
tered letter or document is posted, is a sufficient acknowledgment 
that such an object has been received for transmission, but in 
the case of inland postage no similar acknowledgment can be



obtained from the delivering office that the letter has been 
duly delivered. In the case, however, o f letters, &c., despatched 
to countries included in the Postal Union, such an acknowledg
ment is obtainable by paying, at the time of posting, 2|d. for 
the return postage of a form which accompanies the registered 
object to its destination. There are two kinds of this form— one 
in English, and the other in French. It is ö led  in by the 
despatching officer, stamped with a 2|d. adhesive, and addressed 
to the postmaster of the delivering office, by whom it is re
turned, in due course, with the information recorded in the 
space provided for the purpose, as to whether the object has 
been delivered and to whom, or, in the case of its not having 
been delivered, how it has been disposed of. When this form 
reaches the despatching office again, the sender is communicated 
with, and apprized as to what lias become of that which he 
registered.

Varieties.— The type of the word “  Registered " varies con
siderably, as does also that of the inscription. There are also 
variations in the length of the space separating the word 
“ Officer”  from “ o f ; ” and again, in the colour o f the impres
sion, which ranges from dark to light blue. To avoid encum
bering the list with too many minutiæ, only those varieties 
which are the most marked will be mentioned. These will be 
found to be dependent principally on the type of the lettering, 
on the length of the inscription, on the form of the flap, and on 
the construction of the seams.

This “ provisional issue” continued in use from the 1st 
January, 1878, until the beginning o f the month o f April 
following, when a special stamp was brought into use, and 
substituted for the twopenny envelope stamp with over-arching 
label.

In the envelopes as first constructed the edges both of the 
seame and of the turn-down flap were plain, but with a view of 
affording greater security against their being opened, the seams, 
in February, 1878, were made with serrated edges, and the flaps 
were scallopped.
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SYNOPSIS.
I.

Date of Issue, 1st January, 1878.
Plain flap. Plain seams.

Size F. 5| by 3J inches, or 133 by 83 mm.
1. Legend in small letters measuring 108 mm., dark blue.
2. „  ,, ,, 112 mm., dark blue.*
3. ,, ,, ,, 112 mm., light blue. No con

tractor's name on envelope.
In the above three varieties there is no stop after registered.

4. (a.) Legend in small capitals measuring 116 mm., light blue.
(b) „ „  „ 118 mm. „

fi. (a) Legend in large capitals measuring 121 mm. „
(fi) „ „  „ 122 mm. „

In the last four varieties the contractor’s name is usually omitted.
Size G. 6 by 3 f inches, or 152 by 96 mm.

6. Legend in small letters measuring 112 mm., blue.
7. (a) Legend in small capitals measuring 116 mm., light blue.

(b) „  „ „  118 mm. „
8. Legend in larger capitals measuring 121 mm. „

II.
Dato of issue, February, 1878.

Scallopped flap. Serrated seams.
Size F.

9. Legend in small capitals measuring 118 mm., light blue.
10. Legend in larger capitals measuring 120 itim., „

Size G.
11. Legend in small capitals measuring 118 mm., light blue.
12. Legend in larger capitals measuring 120 mm., „

* The difference in the length of the legend chiefly depends on the 
words “ Officer” and “ of” being closer or farther apart. The measure
ments are taken from the down stroke of the T to the stop at the end of 
the inscription. Some other varieties may also be made by observing the 
type of the word “  Registered ” in the rectangular frame. All these varie
ties are owing to different settings up of the type in the machines by 
which the envelopes are printed singly, and on the first issue there was 
less uniformity in this respect than has since been the case. During the 
first years of their issue the sale of these envelopes was about 6,000 per 
day; but in the following year it increased to about 8,000 out of an average 
of 28,000 letters registered per day in the United Kingdom.
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2. P ermanent I ssue.

In April, 1878, the twopenny envelope stamp was replaced by 
a special stamp consisting of the head of

e
the Queen in profile to the left, embossed 
on a solid circular ground of colour, en
closed in an engine turned border, on 
which is shown the inscription in block 
letters registration twopence. The date 
plugs are inserted in the lower part of 
the border.*

Varieties.— No envelopes of this issue have been noticed 
which do not bear the contractor’s name under the flap. The 
subsidiary varieties are those dependent on the following ele
ments ; viz., the construction of the envelope, and the inscriptions 
on its face.

SYNOPSIS.

I. Scallopped flap. Serrated seams.
(a) Inscription in one line, “  This letter must be given to an 

officer of the Post-office to be registered.”
1. Inscription in small block letters, measuring 118 mm., size F.
2, „  larger ,, ,, 121 mm., size F.
3. ,, finaali ,, „  119 mm., size G.
4. ,, larger ,, ,, 118 mm., size G.

(b) Inscription in two lines of capitals, “  This letter must be 
given to an officer o f the Post-office to be registered, and a 
receipt obtained for it.”

In the right upper comer, within $ single-lined frame, varying 
in size, “  The stamp to pay the postage must be placed here,” in 
small block letters.

Stamp frame measuring 204 mm. by 234 mm., size G.
,, ,, 214 mm. by 26 mm., size G.

* The die was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., the head being 
the same as that of all the embossed stamps, with a varied bunch of 
ourls.
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II. Scallopped flap. Scallopped seams.
In May, 1878, three other sizes were issued, each bearing an 

inscription similar to that last described, hut in larger type. The 
edges of the flap were scallopped, as were also the seams, instead 
of being serrated, as in the smaller sizes. A  similar rectangular 
frame with inscription denoted the place where the postage stamp 
was to be placed.

Size H. 8 by 5 inches,
„  I. 10 by 7J „
„  К. Щ  by ß „

III. Plain flap. Serrated seams.
The envelopes being sold singly at the Post-offices as well 

as in packets of a dozen, the scallopped flaps were inconvenient 
in retailing them, many being toni. Accordingly, in August, 
1878, the scallopped edges were abandoned, and the flap was 
made plain as at first.

(a) Inscription in two lines as before. The size of the frame 
for affixing the adhesive stamp varies.

Size F. Stamp frame 20 by 23J mm. to 21£ by 25 mm,
, ,  Ï ,  n  , ,  t )  '

(b) Similar inscription, but in larger type. Plain flap. 
Scallopped seams.

Size H. Stamp frame 21J by 25 mm.
I, 1. 5J ,»

IT
: t  t> i t

3. Certificates of Posting.
Akin to the subject of the registration of letters which has 

just been considered, it seems convenient to refer here to an 
attempt on the part of the Post-office to meet the wishes o f a 
portion of the public by providing an acknowledgment on the 
part of the office that it had received an ordinary letter for 
transmission.

When the penny-post system was first established, the idea of 
giving such a receipt was started by Sir Rowland Hill, and by 
the 8th section of the Act 10 and 11 Vic. c. 86, the Post



master-General was authorised to direct that receipts might be 
given for letters at the expense of the party requiring it ; but so 
that the Post-office should not be liable for loss or miscarriage, 
and the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes were empowered to 
provide stamps for the purpose.

It was not, however, till the close of the year 1877 that 
any attempt was made to give effect to the provisions of the 
Act, when, in consequence of representations made to Lord John 
Manners, the Postmaster-General, that a want existed for a 
system under which receipts might be obtained by the senders 
of ordinary letters handed to the post for transmission, an 
experimental issue was made of a “  Certificate of Posting.”

The certificate was in the following form :
“ Certificate of Posting.

“ A  (Letter, Newspaper, or Book Packet) not Registered, ad
dressed as under, has been posted at this Office.

“  Address in f u l l ........................................Date Stamp.”
In the right upper comer was embossed a stamp o f one 

halfpenny of the same design and colour as that which had 
been introduced for stamping post-cards sent in for that purpose 
by the public. Below the stamp was a compartment for the 
date stamp of the office. On the back of the certificate were 
the following instructions :

“  The address entered in this Certificate must be exactly the 
same as that on the Letter, Newspaper, or Book Packot, and it 
must be plainly written in ink.

“  The issue of this Certificate is not to be regarded as effecting 
Registration, and tho Letter, Newspaper, or Book Packet to 
which it refers will be treated precisely as if posted in a letter
box.

“ Letters containing Coin or Jewellery must be registered. 
Any letter for which a Certificate of Posting may have been 
given, and which may afterwards be found to contain Coin or 
jewellery, will be compulsorily registered in accordance with the 
regulations.”

Of these certificates 15,000 were printed and sent to Liverpool, 
and some other large towns, but the results could hardly be
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deemed satiefactory. It must be borne in mind that the certifi
cate was only a proof that a letter had been put into the post at 
a certain time, and was more especially useful where letters had 
been entrusted to messengers to post, which must necessarily 
have been done at a post-office or receiving-house in order to 
obtain the stamp to the certificate ; but as the charge for the 
certificate amounted frequently to 50 per cent, o f the cost o f the 
postage, the system failed to attract the favour of the public. It 
appears that the average daily number of certificates granted at 
Liverpool was twenty-seven ; and when, on the 1st January, 
1878, the reduced registration-fee came into operation, the 
average daily number fell to twenty-one, and in March declined 
to fourteen, “  The system having failed to meet any demand on 
the part of the public,” as stated in the Postmaster-General’s 
Eeport for the year 1878-9, was abandoned.

In consequence of representations made to the Postmaster
General in 1880, a further experimental issue of these certificates 
was commenced on 1st January, 1881, limited to Glasgow. The 
design is exactly similar to that of the former issue, from which 
it can only be distinguished by the date of the printing, 
and by the initials of the printer and the number printed 
(15,000), being on the back of the certificate, and not on the 
front, as was the case with the first issue.

4. Official Envelopes, &c.
Before quitting this branch of our subject we will add a few 

words regarding a class of stamps which, though not having in 
reality any postal significance, have yet become the object of 
collection among certain amateurs who do not appear to limit 
their collecting to postage adhesive stamps, envelopes, &c., but 
aspire to extend it to the collection, not only of every thing which 
carries an object free of postage, but also to things which rather 
pertain to the internal administration of the Post-office, and the 
machinery it employs in carrying out its vast business. From

P



these we will only single out two ; viz., “ official envelopes” and 
“ postal orders”— the first because it was made the subject of 
a careful, though imperfect, monograph,* and the second because 
money orders clothed with a stamp, though in reality a tax 
under the guise of a stamp, have been in use for a long period 
in many parts of the Continent, and by some process, with which 
we are unacquainted, have found their way into collections of 
postage stamps.

1. Every Official Department in the State is furnished with 
envelopes of various sizes, on the upper flaps of which are 
embossed the Royal Arms, with the name of the particular 
office to which they are appropriated. Some of these envelopes 
also bear a printed inscription that the communication is Official 
or “  On Her Majesty’s Service,” together with the name of the 
office from which they emanate. Formerly an account was kept 
of the postage payable in respect of such communications, and 
was defrayed by an annual vote of Parliament, but at the 
present time they are entitled to pass through the post as if 
prepaid, under certain rules that have been laid down for 
evidencing their origin, which is ordinarily done by a hand
stamp bearing the fa cs im ile  signature of the Official or of some 
one in the Department who is charged with the service. Thus 
the letters of the Lord Chancellor, the Attorney and Solicitor- 
Generals, the Paymaster-General, the Registrar-General, the 
Registrar of Friendly Societies, the Registrar of Trades’ Marks, 
&c. &c., are stamped with the hand-stamp of these functionaries, 
and on arriving at the Post-office are stamped, ipso fa c to , in red 
with a stamp “  official paid.” Communications emanating 
from the Troasury, the Home, Foreign, Colonial, India, and War 
Offices, the Inland Revenue Department, the Council Office, &c. 
&C., commonly bear a hand-stamp of the fa cs im ile  signature of 
one or more of the officials in the Department whose particular 
province it is to control the correspondence sent out, while other 
Offices, such as the Admiralty, the Board of Trade, &c., make 
use of a band-stamp with a special device. All these communi

* See Stamp Collector’s Magazine, voL ix. p. 177.
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cations, on arriving at the Post-office, are in like manner 
stamped as paid, and pass free to their destination.

In every separate department of the Post-office there is at 
least one chief officer who franks the correspondence emanating 
from that particular department, which is subsequently hand- 
stamped “ official paid ,” but the ordinary business of the 
“ Returned Letter Office” is carried on by simply enclosing 
returned letters in an official cover, on 
which no hand-stamp is impressed. The 
present practice, however, dates only from 
a few years back. Formerly a returned 
letter was enclosed to the writer in an 
envelope with the Royal Arms embossed 
on the flap with the addition of “  Returned 
Letter Branch," or “  Office,”  of which 
there are many different types. Hence appears to have sprung 
up a notion that some franking, or at least some postal virtue, 
existed in the seal giving the letter a right of passing free 
through the post, a notion, however, so erroneous that it is 
only necessary to say that all such envelopes are simply part 
and parcel of the internal economy and management of the 
Post-office, the collection of which ranks in the same category 
as that of any other of the forms issued by the Post-office for 
the transaction of its daily business.

2. The average value o f each inland money order issued by 
the Post-office being found to be about thirty shillings, it is 
clear that, considering the amount so transmitted through the 
post compared with the number issued, the great bulk of the 
business is due to the large number of orders for very small 
amounts, and as a boon to the community the experiment was 
tried a few years back o f reducing the tax upon them, This 
resulted in an absolute loss to the Post-office, and in 1876 
the tax was raised. The increase of the tax was, however, 
followed by the necessary consequence, a decrease in the busi
ness. To obviate this, and at the same time to develope the 
transmission of small sums, Mr. Chetwynd, the Accountant-
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General to the Post-office, put forward a scheme for Postal 
Notes, representing small sums up to £ 1 , subjected to a 
poundage-tax according to their value. The scheme was 
brought before Parliament in 1879, but the Bill was not 
passed ; hut it was again brought forward in 1880, and 
became law under the title of the “  Post-office (Money Orders) 
Act, 1880,” 43 and 44 Viet. c. 33. By this Act the Post
master-General, with the consent of the Treasury, was authorised 
to issue orders in the form set forth in the Act, for the purpose 
o f the transmission o f small sums, in addition to the money 
orders already authorised by law. These postal orders are 
exempted from stamp duty, but are subjected to a poundage 
on the following scale ; viz. : Of one halfpenny on orders for Is. 
and Is. 6d. ; o f one penny on orders o f 2s. 6d., 5s., and 7s. 6d. ; 
and o f twopence on those of 10s., 12s. 6d., 15s., 17s. 6d., and 
£ 1 .

The “  Postal Orders ” were issued to the public on 1st 
January, 1881, and consist o f an elaborate design printed in 
blue on thin white paper, the paper for each value bearing the 
watermark “  Postal Order,” with the value in full. The whole 
of the design is enclosed in a border composed of a zig-zag 
pattern in which the value in full is repeated many times in 
small letters, and on the left is a compartment marked off by a 
similar border, in the upper part o f which is the head o f the 
Queen, while the lower portion is left blank for the hand
stamp of the paying office. Various directions are printed on 
the face, and it is payable at any Post-office that may be 
designated, within three months from the date of issue. The 
value in full is in the body of the note, and also on a tablet, in 
the upper part, which, as also the amount o f the poundage 
inserted below the head of the Queen, are all printed by a 
second passing through the press.

The design and execution of the work are by Messrs. De La 
Rue and Co., and in both respects reflect great credit upon 
them.
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III.

T H E  N E W S P A P E R  A N D  B O O K  P O S T .

SECTION L

NEWSPAPER STAMPS.

A l t h o u g h  the Post-office possessed the exclusive privilege of 
conveying letters at certain rates fixed by the legislature, except 
when entrusted to a private friend for delivery, or sent by 
express, yet it neither had, nor ever claimed to have, any similar 
privilege with respect to the conveyance of newspapers or other 
printed matter. As has been already mentioned,* newspapers 
were taxed with a duty as early as the reign of Queen Anne, 
and continued to be so taxed down to the year 1855. In con
sideration o f this tax they were conveyed by the Post-office free 
of postage charges, the written newsletters, so graphically de
scribed in Lord Macaulay’s H istory o f  England, having been 
the ordinary medium of news, until in the reign o f Queen Anne 
they were superseded by printed newspapers, though these are 
met with occasionally as early as the reign of Elizabeth.

The operation o f the Act of 1839 establishing the uniform 
rate o f postage was confined to the postage on letters, and made 
no alteration in the legislation then in force with regard to the 
conveyance of newspapers, which continued to be governed by 
the provisions of the Act 6 and 7 W ill IV . c. 76. By this Act 
the duties imposed by previous legislation were altered and 
greatly reduced, being thereby fixed at one penny for a sheet

* Sup. p. 15.



containing on one side not more than 1,530 superficial inches of 
letterpress, and at one halfpenny for each supplement not con
taining on one side more than 765 superficial inches. When 
the newspaper consisted of more than 1,530 superficial inches, 
and did not exceed 2,295, the duty was fixed at three halfpence; 
while if it exceeded 2,295 superficial inches the duty was two
pence. The payment of these duties was denoted by a stamp 
impressed by the officers of the Inland Revenue Department on 
the sheet on which the newspaper was subsequently printed, and 
the Act provided that after the 31st December, 1836, no news
paper should be printed on paper which was not stamped as 
required by the A ct The impression was uniformly made in 
red by means of a hand stamp,* except in one instance, which 
will be referred to more particularly hereafter.

The Act also provided that there should be a separate stamp 
for each newspaper, the die for which should be prepared under 
the direction of the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes at the 
cost of the proprietor of the newspaper. In the case of all 
the hand-stamps, the dies, as the records of those sanctioned by 
the Commissioners show, were composite ; that is, the centre 
consisted of a design common to all, while the name of the 
newspaper was added at the side. A letter and number are 
found in the upper part of the central portion of the impres
sion, but this is merely the number of the die, and has nothing 
to do with the appropriation of the die to any particular 
newspaper.

These impressed stamps were not of a hybrid character, that 
is, partly fiscal and partly postal ; for not only was the tax 
represented by the stamp an undivided one, but no newspaper 
could be published, either for distribution by hand or by post, 
otherwise than on paper duly stamped with the entire duty.

• This rather primitive mode of impressing the stamp continued up to 
the time when the Stamping Department was put under the superinten
dence of Mr. Edwin Hill, who invented a clever little machine worked 
by steam for the purpose. There were eight or uine of these machines at 
work, and they saved a vast deal of manual labour, effecting an economy 
in wages of about £2,000 a year.

214 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.



NEWSPAPER STAMPS. 2 1 5

The stamp must he regarded as one purely fiscal, but at the same 
time carrying with it a certain privilege, in virtue of which the 
newspaper was admitted to free conveyance by the post.

In the year 1855 the Government, of which Lord Palmerston 
was the head, resolved to abolish the duty chargeable on news
papers, and it became necessary to make provision for their 
transmission by the post, inasmuch as if the stamp denoting 
the duty were done away with the privilege of free postage 
attached to it would necessarily drop. In order therefore to 
preserve this privilege, and at the same time to repeal the duty, 
the Act 18 Viet., c. 27, passed on the 15th June, 1855, enacted 
that after 14 days from the passing o f it, it should not be 
compulsory (except for the purpose of free transmission through 
the post), to print any newspaper on paper stamped for denoting 
the duties imposed on newspapers; and further, that every 
periodical publication which should be printed within the 
United Kingdom on paper stamped for denoting the rate of 
duty imposed under the provisions of the Act 6 and 7 W ill 
iv., c. 76, should be entitled to enjoy the privilege of transmis
sion and re-transmission by the post between places in the 
United Kingdom postage free for the space of fifteen days from 
the date of publication. The Act did not confine the privilege 
to newspapers properly so called, but extended it to any 
“  periodical publication ” printed and published at intervals not 
exceeding 31 days. Provision was also made that the pro
prietor or printer of any such periodical publication might 
send to the Commissioners o f Inland Revenue, or to such 
person as they appointed for the purpose, any quantity of paper 
to be stamped with an appropriated die, the cost of which was 
to be defrayed by the party sending the paper to be stamped.

Previously to the year 1855 printed matter was not generally 
transmissible through the post, except at the ordinary letter 
rate. The “  Book Post,” as it was termed, had been instituted 
by a Treasury Warrant of the 7th February, 1848, under the 
provisions of which packets consisting of a single printed 
review or pamphlet, the several sheets of which, when more
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than one, were sewn or bound together, were admitted to pass 
through the post at the rate of 6d. per lb., provided that the 
packet was open at the ends, and not so closed as to prohibit 
the inspection of the contents. But little alteration was made 
in these regulations until the year 1855, when it became neces
sary, in consequence of the abolition of the duty on newspapers, 
to give the Book Post a new organization. Accordingly a 
Treasury Warrant was issued, dated the 4th June, 1855, which 
came into operation on the 11th of the same month, fixing the 
rates of conveyance by the post of books, printed matter, 
manuscripts, &c., under certain limitations as to the size of the 
packets. These rates were as follows :

Not exceeding 4 oz,, Id.
Exceeding 4 oz. and „  „  8 oz., 2d.

„  8 oz. ,, ,, ,, 16 oz., 4d.
„  16 oz. „  „  „  24 oz., 6d.
„  24 oz. „  „  „  32 oz., 8d.

And for every additional lb., and every fractional part of every 
such additional | lb., an additional rate o f 2d.

The Act 18 Viet. c. 27 having received the Royal Assent on 
the 15th June, 1855, another Treasury Warrant was issued on 
30th June, containing regulations for the transmission of news
papers by the Book Post, at the same rates as were prescribed 
by the last-mentioned Warrant of the 4th June.

The effect of the Act 18 Viet. c. 27, coupled with the 
regulations made by the above-mentioned Treasury Warrants, 
was that two modes of transmitting a newspaper were open to 
the sender, the one dependent on the weight irrespective of the 
size of the sheet, and the other dependent on the size of the sheet 
irrespective of its weight ; for he could either avail himself of 
the Book Post rates, in which case the postage must be prepaid 
by ordinary postage stamps at the rate of one penny when the 
weight did not exceed 4 oz., of twopence where it exceeded 
4 oz. and was under 8 oz., &c., or he could send a stamped copy 
o f the newspaper, for which he paid the extra charge for the 
stamp on the purchase of it. This latter mode possessed an
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advantage not shared by the former, as the impressed stamp 
entitled the newspaper to free transmission and retransmission 
through the post as frequently as was desired during the space 
o f fifteen days from the date of publication, while the former 
mode allowed only a single transmission according to weight, 
but irrespective of the date of publication. By reference to the 
reports of the Postmasters-General it is evident that the former 
mode was that which was principally made use o f by the public.

When the Act 18 Viet. c. 27 came into operation some of 
the newspapers which were supplied with paper already 
stamped used up their stock in hand. With these we do not 
propose to deal, confining our attention simply to the con
sideration of those stamps which, after the abolition of the 
duty in 1855, were impressed upon periodical publications for 
purposes solely and exclusively postal 

These Stamps were of two kinds :

1. Those Impressed by a Hand-stamp.*
Design.—The design o f the stamp employed for this purpose 

consisted of a rose, shamrock, and thistle, surmounted by a 
Crown, while below was the motto, dieu et mon dboit, the 
whole being on a mantle. Above and below were scrolls, on 
which was inscribed the value in full— one penny or three- 
halfpence, as the case might be.+ On the left side was the 
name o f the newspaper or periodical publication reading up
wards, and on the right side newspaper or periodical publica
tion, as the case might be, reading downwards. (Figs. 1 and 3.) 

The stamp with which the impression was made was a com

* For the sake of distinction we have called this a “  hand-stamp," though 
in reality it was, as we have seen, impressed by the aid o f machinery, 

t  Prior to the Act of 1855 the only values of this stamp in use under 
the provisions o f the Act 6 and 7 Will. IV . c. 76, were one penny for a 
sheet of the size specified, and one halfpenny for a supplement. On the 
one penny stamp, impressed at Somerset House, the letter A is found on 
one side of the Crown, and the distinguishing number of the die on the 
other side, while in that of one halfpenny the letter is c. When the Act 
o f 1855 came into operation the one halfpenny stamp ceased to he used,



posite one, similar to that employed previously to the passing of 
the Act 18 Yict. c. 27, the central portion, in which also the 
number of the die is inserted, being introduced into the special 
stamp belonging to the particular newspaper.

I mpression.— The impression was made by the Inland 
Revenue Department on the sheets intended to be printed on 
in the same manner as had been done previously to the aboli
tion of the duties, and was so placed on the sheet that when it 
was folded for transmission by post the stamp should be exposed 
to view, otherwise the newspaper would be liable to be charged 
with postage.

The colour of the impression, which for some time previously 
had been carmine-red, was changed to vermilion-red, and was 
made in ordinary printer’s ink.

SYNOPSIS.

1st July, 1855, to 30th September, 1870. One penny.
For an ordinary sized sheet.

1st July, 1855, to 30th September, 1870. Three-halfpence.
For a large sized sheet.

2. Those which were Type-printed.
The history o f this issue forms a curious commentary on the 

mode in which, at times, what Mr. C. Dickens termed the 
“  Circumlocution Office,” is found to be a clog upon progress.

After the invention of Fourdrinier, by which paper was 
manufactured in continuous rolls, attempts were made to con
struct machines by which it could be printed upon without the 
necessity of previously dividing it into sheets. As early as 
1835 Sir Rowland Hill, assisted by his brother, Mr. Edwin 
Hill, invented a printing machine for this purpose, and took
and the impressed stamps then employed were o f the values of one penny 
and three-halfpence, according to the size of the sheet to be printed on. 
The one penny bore the letter в, and the three-halfpence the letter l, 
when impressed at Somerset House. Other letters were made use of for 
the stamps printed at the offices o f the Inland Revenue at Manchester, 
and also at the offices in Scotland and Ireland.
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out a patent for the invention. Evidently this invention was 
especially adapted to the printing o f newspapers ; but as it was 
necessary that these should be printed on sheets of stamped 
paper, it was impossible to apply it to this purpose. In 1836 
Sir Rowland Hill memorialized the Lords of the Treasury to 
insert a clause in the Stamp Bill then passing through Parlia
ment, authorizing the printer of a newspaper to stamp his own 
paper, provided that he could satisfy the Commissioners of 
Stamps and Taxes that no danger of fraud to the revenue would 
arise. The Treasury refused to comply with the memorial, con
sidering that there were insuperable objections to the plan. We 
give the sequel in the words of Mr. Pearson Hill, the only son 
of Sir Rowland Hill : “  It may not be without interest to show 
how very easily ‘ insuperable ’ official objections can be overcome 
when those who raise them desire it. Many years afterwards, 
when the proprietors of a London newspaper (The Times) were 
making improvements in their printing machinery, and required 
the very facility for which my father had vainly contended, the 
Board of Inland Revenue, as I am told, on looking into the 
Act of Parliament on the matter, found that though the printing 
o f the impressed stamp at the same time as the rest of the news
paper was clearly illegal, the only parties who could proceed 
against any newspaper were the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue themselves. Now, as the Commissioners had made up 
their minds to allow the change, not only was an intimation 
given to the proprietors of the newspaper in question that they 
would not be interfered with, but the officers of the stamp office—  
Mr. Edwin Hill especially— gave most valuable assistance in carry
ing out the improved, though decidedly illegal, arrangement.” * 

The mode in which the stamp was applied was as follows : 
The die was under the charge of an official o f the Inland 
Revenue Department, who was always present during the process 
of printing the newspaper. The die was inserted in the form 
at the right upper comer of the first page ; and as one copy of 
the newspaper was printed at each revolution of the machine, a 

* Life of Sir Rowland Bill, vol. i. p. 230.



tell-tale attached to it showed the number of copies taken off. 
When the Act 18 Viet. c. 27 came into operation, and the stamp 
was only necessary on those copies which it was desired should 
enjoy the postal privilege authorized by the Act, the die was 
removed by the officer when sufficient stamped copies had been 
printed, and the printing of the unstamped^ copies was then 
proceeded with.

It was in the year 1853 that this privilege of printing the 
stamp with the newspaper was granted to the Times. In 1856 
a similar privilege was granted to the Stamford Mercury, and 
in 1860 to the Illustrated London News.

The mode in which the stamp was applied to the Stamford 
Mercury and the Illustrated London News differed somewhat 
from that made use of in printing the Times. An apparatus, 
due to the inventive skill o f Mr. Edwin Hill, so secured the 
dies that, while they could not be removed, they could be 
worked or not at the pleasure of the printers of the paper, but 
when worked the machine of necessity actuated the counter of 
tell-tale. It. was very ingenious, and never known to fail.

Four values of the type-printed stamps are to be found ; viz., 
one halfpenny, one penny, three-halfpence, and twopence. The 
first of these was, however, only applicable to a half-sheet sup
plement, and was solely employed by the Times, having been first 
used by that newspaper on the 9th November, 1853. When the 
Act 18 Viet. c. 27 came into operation on the 1st July, 1855, 
this stamp ceased to be used, as supplements of half-sheets were 
then no longer issued. Still, as it forms one o f this class of 
stamps, we have included it in our description of them, though 
from careful searches made through the files of the Times wo 
are satisfied that it was never employed after the 30th June, 
1855, and consequently can only be regarded as a fiscal stamp.

The one penny stamp was first employed by the Times on 
18th October, 1853, but continued to be used after the Act 
18 Viet. c. 27 came into operation for all such copies as were 
intended to be forwarded by post under the provisions of that 
A ct
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I. The One Halfpenny.
Design.—The design of the one halfpenny stamp, which was 

only employed by the Times newspaper, was similar to that of 
the one penny employed by the same newspaper, and is a 
flattened circle, as shown in fig. 2, the inscriptions the 
times and supplement being inserted in two crescents. In the 
centre are two branches, one of oak and the other o f laurel, 
following the curves o f the interior, starting from a knot of 
ribbon at the bottom bearing the inscription dieu et mon droit. 
Between the upper extremities of these branches is a Crown, 
with the letter H. on one side and the numeral 1 on the other 
side o f the Crown as distinguishing marks of the die.

This stamp, unlike the other values, was impressed in the 
right lower corner of the last page o f the supplement
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II. The One Penny.
Design.—There were two distinct designs of this stamp :
First, that employed by the Times, which was identical in 

design with that of the one halfpenny, except that the word 
newspaper was substituted for supplement, and the value one 
penny inserted in two lines under the Crown in lieu o f one 
halfpenny. (See fig. 4.) The die was numbered G. 1 ; but 
at the end of the year 1858 another die was brought into use 
numbered G. 3, of a similar design with the first die, but with 
some trifling modifications of the details.

The second design consists of a double oval or flattened circle, 
between the inner and outer lines of which is the name o f the 
newspaper in the upper and newspaper in the lower part. 
Within the oval are two branches, one of oak and the other of 
laurel, bending so as to follow the curves, and connected together 
at the starting-point by a knot of ribbon bearing the inscription 
dieu et mon droit. Between the upper extremities o f these 
branches is a Crown, on one side of which are the die letters, and 
the numbers on the other. Under the Crown is the value, one 
penny.
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There are two dies of this stamp (fig. 7), as used by the 
Illustrated London News, numbered respectively N. 1 and N. 
2, differing from one another in details only. The stamp em
ployed for the Stamford Mercury (fig. 12) was numbered Q. 1.*

III. T he T hree-halfpence.

The general design o f this stamp is that of an elliptical arch, 
with the value three-halfpence in a straight label at the foot. 
There are two principal designs, one of which was employed for 
the Times, and the other for the Illustrated London News.
, 1. The design o f that employed by the Times in July, 1855, 
consists of an elliptical arch, in which is the inscription the 
times newspaper and the value three-halfpence in a straight 
label below. (See fig. 5.) In the interior are two branches, one 
of oak the other of laurel, connected at the starting-point by a 
knot of ribbon bearing the inscription dieu et mon droit, from 
which springs a spray of rose ; while the thistle and shamrock 
are found on either side. Between the upper extremities o f the 
branches is a Crown, with the letter and number of the die K. 1 
on either side. A second die was brought into use at the end 
of 1858 with the letter and number K. 3, the design of which 
differs only in some small details.

2. The design of that employed by the Illustrated London 
News (fig. 8) is very similar, save that the whole space on the 
arch is filled by the title of the newspaper, and the word n e w s 

p a p e r  is inserted immediately above the label, on which is the 
value in full, thus necessitating a different arrangement of the 
elements composing the design. There are two dies of this 
value for this newspaper, distinguished by the letter and 
numerals O. 1 and O. 2.

* This weekly provincial newspaper is one o f the oldest (if not the 
oldest) newspapers in the kingdom, having been published without inter
ruption for the space of 170 years. It began its career in 1710, as is shown 
by the proprietors possessing voi. vi., published in the year 1715. Its 
circulation is amongst the most considerable of the provincial papers.
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IV. The Twopence.
The general design o f this stamp is that of an elongated 

octagon, in the lower part of which is a label with the word 
n e w s p a p e r , the name of the newspaper being inserted in the 
upper portions between the outer line of the octagonal frame 
and an interior line forming a border. There are two designs of 
this stamp, one of which was employed by the Times, and the 
other by the Illustrated London News.

1. The design of that employed by the Times (fig. 6) has the 
inscription the times in the upper border ; while the side 
borders are filled in with a conventional ornamentation. To 
the right, in the interior, is a branch o f oak, with a thistle and 
shamrock ; and to the left a branch o f laurel, with a rose and 
shamrock connected together at the starting-point by a knot of 
ribbon, with the inscription dieu et mon droit. Between the 
upper extremities of the branches is a Crown with the letter and 
number of the die L. 1., under which is the value two pence in 
two lines.

2. The design employed by the Illustrated London News 
(fig. 9) is similar to the one above described, save that the 
title of the newspaper fills up the entire space in the upper five 
sides of the octagonal parallelogram. There are two dies o f this 
value for this newspaper distinguished by the letter and numerals 
P. 1 and P. 2.

SYNOPSIS.
One penny (Times) , . , G 1

,, ,, . . . G 3
One halfpenny . . . . H i
Three halfpence . . . . K 1

„  . . . .  КЗ
T w o p e n c e ........................................L I
One penny (Illustrated London News) N 1

18th Oct., 1853, to Dec., 1858. 
Jan., 1859, to 30th Sept., 1870. 
9 Nov., 1853, to 30 June, 1855. 
1st July, 1855, to Dec., 1858. 
Jan., 1858, to 30th Sept., 1870. 
1 July, 1855, to 30 Sept, 1870.

>»
Three halfpence

tt
Twopence

N 2  
О 1 
О 2 
P 1

These were used indiscrimi- 
■ nately between 1860 and 

1870.

¥ 2 )
One penny (Stamford Mercury) . Q 1 1856 to 30th Sept., 1870.



SECTION IL

NEWSPAPER AND BOOK POST WRAPPERS.

No alteration was made in the inland Newspaper Post between 
the years 1855 and 1870. By a Treasury Warrant dated the 
14th August, 1856, the Book Post rates were somewhat modi
fied ; aud the following scale was fixed to take effect on and 
from the 1st of September then next, such rates to be prepaid 
in stamps :

Weight not exceeding 4 oz., Id.
Exceeding 4 oz. and „  „  8 oz., 2d.

„  8 oz. „  „  16 oz., 3d.
„  16 oz. „  „  24 oz., 4d.
„  24 oz, „  „  32 oz., 8d.

Successive Warrants of the 8th April, 1857 (London Gazette, 
14th April), and 16th October, 1857 (Landon Gazette, 20th 
October), varied these rates and the regulations in some unimpor
tant details, the latter Warrant fixing the progressive rate at 2d. 
per £■ lb. The first effect of the alteration of the law in 1855 
had been to increase the number of book packets passing 
through the London office 273 per cent. ; but as the average 
weight had been reduced from 10 oz. to 4^ oz., the increase in 
the total weight was only 70 per cent, over the quantity which 
passed through the same office in 1854, The abolition of the 
duty on newspapers had, however, caused a decrease of one- 
fourth in the number of newspapers posted, which was due to 
the railway companies having commenced to carry unstamped 
newspapers at lower rates than they were conveyed by the Poet
office. In 1855 the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire

<3
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Railway Company began to cany newspaper parcels at low 
rates, the prepayment of the carriage being evidenced by a 
special label affixed to the parcel. Other railway companies 
did the same thing, though it was not until some years that the 
use of these prepaying labels became general ; but in the years 
1867 and 1868 there was scarcely a railway in England or 
Scotland which did not issue labels of various values for the 
prepayment of single newspapers and parcels of newspapers of 
different weights, the charge for a single newspaper being repre
sented by a label of one halfpenny, and for parcels by labels 
proportioned to the weight of each.

By a Treasury Warrant o f the 11th September, 1863 
(London Gazette, 29th September), a concession was made to 
the public by allowing samples and patterns of goods o f no in
trinsic value to be sent by the post, under certain restrictions as 
to size and up to 24 oz. in weight, at rates equal to three times 
those payable under the Book Post. These rates were altered 
by a Warrant dated the 16th August, 1864; and by another 
Warrant dated the 27th December, 1864, prices current were 
placed on the same footing as newspapers in respect o f trans
mission by post.

The condition that the samples and patterns should be of no 
iiitrinsic value afforded room, as might easily have been fore
seen, for. divergence o f views between the officials and the 
public. After some experience of the friction thus occasioned 
the Treasury removed the obnoxious restriction, and also re
duced the rates by a Warrant dated 20th March, 1865 (London 
Gazette, 24th March). By its terms all packets of patterns or 
samples were transmissible by post if sent according to the 
regulations thereby laid down, and not exceeding a certain size 
and 24 oz. in weight, at the following rates, to be prepaid in 
stamps, viz, :

Weight not exceeding 4 oz,, 2d. 
Exceeding 4 oz. and „  „  8 oz., 4d.

»  8 oz. „  „  16 oz., 8d.>9



A certain portion of the public, principally tradesmen, and 
especially seedsmen, availed themselves of these cheap rates for 
sending small parcels, for the transmission of which this post 
became the recognized medium ; but it was abolished in March, 
1871, when the letter rate of one penny for every half-ounce 
was altered to that now in force.

At length the public began to discover that the rates as 
established by the Post-office for the conveyance of newspapers 
and printed matter were exorbitant, and this was especially felt 
in the Book Post rates, where the minimum charge for the 
transmission by post of printed matter was the same as for a 
letter of £ oz. in weight ; whereas in France, where the single 
rate on a letter weighing one-third of an ounce was 20 centimes, 
or nearly 2d., a newspaper weighing four times that weight was 
conveyed for one halfpenny, and printed matter such as 
circulara, invoices, &c., o f the weight o f a single letter was 
carried for one-sixth of a penny, and of half that weight for 
one-twelfth of a penny ; while many Continental States afforded 
equal, if not greater, facilities for the conveyance of printed 
matter by the post, especially where it was of small weight. 
Thousands of circulars were sent to Belgium to be posted, the 
postal rate from thence to England being only £d., while other 
attempts were made to substitute some cheaper mode for their 
distribution.

Mr. R  Brydone, a native of Edinburgh, seems to have 
imagined that the postal laws did not extend to prohibit private 
individuals from undertaking the conveyance and delivery of 
printed circulars. Accordingly at the end o f the year 1865 he 
organized a company, under the name of the “  Edinburgh and 
Leith Circular Delivery Company,” which, in addition to the con
veyance and delivery of small parcels, undertook the delivery of 
circulars for “ door-to-door” advertisers. Adhesive stamps of 
the value of one farthing were issued by the Company, bearing 
as a device the arms of Edinburgh and Leith on two shields, 
and are found in red-brown, violet, and green, imperforate ; in 
violet, and green, rouletted ; and in mauve, and green, perforated
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n | - These stamps were affixed to the circulars, and some are 
found obliterated with a hand stamp of “  R. B. fy Co."

The enterprise appears to have been successful, as a com
petitor sprang up early in 1866, and issued an adhesive stamp 
bearing the inscription “  Clark & Co., Circular and Parcel 
Deliverers, 10, Calton Street, Edinburgh” on a lattice-work 
ground. The whole was printed in blue on white paper ; 
but as no value was inserted it is possible that the stamp was 
only employed as a species of advertising ticket.

Early in 1867 the Edinburgh and Leith Company issued two 
other stamps, identical in design with those first issued, but of 
smaller size and somewhat better executed. They were printed 
in both mauve and green, and are to bo found imperforate and 
rouletted. Similar companies were also established in Glasgow, 
Dundee, Aberdeen, and Liverpool, all o f which issued stamps 
representing a farthing or a halfpenny.

The promoters of the Edinburgh and Leith Circular Delivery 
Company in 1866 extended the field of their operations to 
London, their aim being, according to their announcement, “ to 
economise the labour and expense, besides securing the regular 
delivery of open circulars, pamphlets, &c., now so frequent and 
effective a medium of ‘ door-to-door ’ advertising.” The “  London 
Circular and Pamphlet Delivery Company ” accordingly issued 
two stamps, of the respective values of one farthing and one 
halfpenny, the colour of the first being blue, and that of the latter 
mauve. The design wa3 the same for both, being the arms of 
the City of London in a shield ; above and below were scrolls, 
on the one was inscribed London, and on the other circular 
delivery co., and the value was at the foot. They were issued 
unperforated, as also perforated 12.

Whether the “  London and Metropolitan Circular Delivery 
Company ” was the last-mentioned Company under a new name, 
or an entirely distinct undertaking, does not seem to be clear, 
but it is found, in April, 1867, issuing a prospectus, in which 
the directors state that “ to insurance companies, commercial 
and professional firms, and all who advertise by means of circulars,
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these companies will he of great service. The Company’s stamp 
is affixed to each circular, which will secure its proper delivery 
to the party to whom it is addressed.” The stamps issued by 
the Company were similar in design to those of the “  London 
Circular and Pamphlet Delivery Company,” and were perforated 
11|. The colour of the one farthing was pink, and that of the 
one halfpenny orange. The name of the Company was subse
quently altered to the “  London and Districts,” and the colour 
of the stamps changed to green for the one farthing, and pink 
for the one halfpenny.

The promoters of these companies next appear to have con
templated extending their operations over a wider field, and 
proposed to distribute circulars not only in London and its 
neighbourhood, but they engaged to make a similar distribution 
in other towns in which branches were established. This was 
to be done by the “  National Circular Delivery Company,” and 
stamps were issued by this Company of the values of one farthing, 
one halfpenny, one penny, and three-halfpence.

In the month of August, 1867, the proceedings of these Com
panies attracted the notice o f the Government, and the Law 
Officers of the Crown instructed the Solicitor to the Post-office 
to take measures for their suppression. One of the messengers 
of the London and Metropolitan Circular Delivery Company 
engaged in delivering circulars was therefore brought before the 
police magistrate at the head office in Bow Street, on the 30th 
August, 1867, charged with “ delivering letters contrary to the 
privilege of the Postmaster-General,” and was convicted in a 
penalty of £5. The proprietor of the business carried on under 
the name of the Company, and who was the virtual defendant in 
the case, stated that he would take care for the future that no 
circulars but what were open should be sent out for delivery; 
but the presiding magistrate, Sir Thomas Henry, warned him 
against the danger of such a course, and that the Acts 7 Will. IV. 
and 1 Viet. c. 36 were most stringent Acts, passed on purpose to 
protect the privileges of the Post-office, and could not be evaded 
in that way. In fact, the defendant had been keeping a sort



of little post-office, which neither he or anyone else had any 
right to do.

A  series of stamps, all similar in general design, and of the 
values and colours of one farthing, green ; one halfpenny, blue ; 
three-farthings, lilac ; and one penny, vermilion, appear to have 
been subsequently issued under the titles of the “  London 
Delivery Company,” the “  Dundee Delivery Company,” the 
“  Manchester Delivery Company," the “  Glasgow Delivery Com
pany,”  the “  Liverpool Delivery Company,”  the “  Aberdeen 
Delivery Company," the “  Birmingham Delivery Company,” the 
“  Metropolitan Delivery Company,” and the “  Edinburgh and 
Leith Delivery Company,”  the word “ Circular” having been 
omitted ; but the above-mentioned prosecution was a death-blow 
to the schemes of the promoters, who appear to have abandoned 
their expressed intention of appealing against the decision of 
Sir Thomas Henry, and of involving themselves in the risk of 
further proceedings with so powerful an antagonist as the Crown 
in the litigation.*

This attempt to invade the privileges of the Post-office, 
however puerile it may appear, had nevertheless a certain 
amount of effect in directing the attention of the public to the 
excessive charges of the Post-office for the conveyance of 
printed matter of small weight. Pressure was brought to bear 
on the Government, but the chief merit is due to the late Mr. 
Graves, the member for Liverpool, who warmly took up the 
cause of the advocates for a reduction of the rates of postage 
on printed matter and newspapers. In April, 1869, he brought 
the question before the House of Commons, when he produced 
a sheet on which were stamps of twenty-five countries, all of 
which were less than one penny in value, and some o f them

* The existence of these labels has been mentioned solely because they 
have attracted the notice o f some collectors, for the especial benefit o f 
whom a large proportion of them seem to have been prepared. To those 
who are curious in the Railway Newspaper Parcel Tickets and these labels 
o f the Circular Delivery Companies, a lengthened account o f them by 
Dr. Magnus will be found in Le Timbrophile for 1868, pages 321, 327, 
354, 367, 375, and 384.
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only of the value of ^ t h  of a penny. The Government promised 
to consider the matter, though the Marquis o f Hartington, then 
Postmaster-General, predicted vastly increased labour and great 
loss to the Post-office, if the proposed reduction to one half
penny for two ounces was carried into effect ; predictions which 
were by no means verified by the results. In the following 
year the Government brought in a Bill which subsequently, 
on the 9th August, 1870, became the Act 33 and 34 Viet. c. 79, 
whereby, on and after the 30th September, 1870, the impressed 
stamp on newspapers was done away with, and any newspaper, 
irrespective of its size or weight, provided that it had been 
previously registered at the General Post-office, was allowed to 
be sent by post for one halfpenny, but if not so registered it 
became liable to be charged at the Book Post rate fixed by 
the Act at £d. for every two ounces. Full effect was given 
to other provisions of the Act by a Treasury Warrant of 
the 26th September, 1870 (London Gazette, 30th September), 
which also contained the regulations* of the Postmaster-General, 
issued with the approval o f the Treasury, in conformity with 
the provisions of the Acht

1. The Halfpenny Wrapper.
Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

The 18th Section of the “ Post-office Act, 1870,” directed the 
Commissioners o f Inland Eevenue to provide proper dies and

* The regulation that newspapers for abroad must be posted within 
eight days from the date of publication was made to prevent a too great 
influx on the day the mails were made up for despatch.

+ The reduction effected by the Act of 1870 was a step in the right 
direction ; but when it is considered that the present rate of the Book 
Post as fixed by the Act is the same as that in force between England and 
the whole of the Continent, as also between England and the United 
States and the other countries in the first class of the Postal Union, it is 
impossible to deny that a further reduction ought to be made, especially 
on printed matter of small weight, and there is no valid reason why a 
stamp of one-eighth of a penny should not be allowed to prepay a circular 
of half an ounce in weight.



other implements for denoting by stamps or otherwise the duties 
of postage payable under the Act or any Treasury Warrant. In 
the month of September the following notice, emanating from 
the General Post-office, appeared in the public journals, 
addressed to newspaper proprietors and newspaper agents :

“  In connection with the reduction in the rates of Postage on 
Inland Newspapers, Printed Matter and Patterns or Samples, 
which will take effect on and from the 1st of October, Half
penny Postage Labels and Newspaper Wrappers bearing an 
impressed Halfpenny Stamp will be introduced. A  supply of 
each is in course of issue to Head Postmasters in the Country, 
and to the District Offices and the Receiving Offices in London. 
Previously to the 1st o f October the sale of these Labels and 
Wrappers will be confined to Newspaper Proprietors and News
agents, who might possibly be inconvenienced were not time 
allowed for preparation ; but as the Reduction of Postage dues 
not commence before the 1st of October, anything bearing a 
Halfpenny Stamp posted before that date will be treated as 
unpaid. Newspaper Proprietors and News-agents, by applying 
to a Head Postmaster, will be able to obtain at very short 
notice any quantity of these Labels or Wrappers. The Wrappers 
(the dimensions of which are 14 inches by 5 inches) will be 
sold at the following prices : 500 for £1 2s. 6d., 100 for 4s. 6d., 
50 for 2s. 3d., 25 for Is. l£d., 10 for 5£d., 5 for 3d., 2 for l^d., 
1 for fd., but a discount of 1 per cent, will be allowed to 
persons purchasing at one time not less than £10 worth of 
either Labels or Wrappers. Newspaper Proprietors and News
vendors who may desire to have their own Wrappers on Paper 
impressed with the Halfpenny Stamp must make application, 
not to the Post-office, but to the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue. Wrappers must be of white paper.’ ’

Simultaneously with the issue of the above notice from the 
General Post-office the Commissioners of Inland Revenue 
issued the following :

“ W rappers for N ewspapers and other P rinted Matter.
“ The Board of Inland Revenue desire to give notice that 

sheets of paper, for wrappers for Newspapers, Book Packets, 
and Patterns of Sample Packets, can be impressed with the 
H alfpenny Postage Stamp under the following regulations :
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“  1st, The paper must be white, and must neither be folded 
nor creased.

“  2nd. The size of the sheets must be double crown, double 
demy, or double royal.

“ 3rd. Each sheet must be prepared to receive 8, 12, or 16 
stamps. No other number can be impressed ; and the stamps 
can be impressed only in the positions and at the distances 
apart indicated upon pattern sheets, which may be seen at the 
head offices at London, Edinburgh, and Dublin.

“  4th. The stamp will be impressed immediately above the 
place for the address, and near the right-hand edge of the 
wrapper. To give space for the stamp, any printing on the 
sheets should be kept 1^ inch clear of what is to be the right- 
hand edge of the wrapper.

“  5th. Each lot sent in must be accompanied by a sheet 
marked to show in accordance with which of the patterns it is 
desired that the stamps should be placed.

“  6th. The paper must be delivered at the offices above men
tioned in reams of 480 sheets.

“ 7th. Not less than two reams for one description of wrapper 
can be received for stamping.

“  8th. Any sheets found to have been injured in the process 
of stamping may be returned to this office, with an equal 
number of fresh sheets, on the next occasion of similar sheets 
being sent in, when the stamps will be transferred.

“ 9th. When the paper is brought for stamping a person 
must attend at the department of the Receiver-General to fill 
up the necessary warrant, and to pay the amount of the stamps 
required. No discount is allowed.

“  10th. Persons in the country must not send to the offices 
through the post or by carriers, but must send through an 
agent.

“ By order of the Board,
“  T. Sargent, Secrdary.

“ Inland Revenue, Somerset House, London,
9th September, 1870.” *

D esign.— The design consists of the profile of the Queen to 
the left on a solid circular ground of colour, with an arched 
band above, on which is the value h alfpenny  ; the whole

* The above regulations have since been somewhat modified, and not 
less than one ream of paper for one description is now received ; nor is 
any particular degree of whiteness in the paper rigorously insisted on.



being enclosed in an upright rectangular frame, with the angles 
rounded.

D ie .— The die was engraved by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., 
and furnished with holes to receive the date plugs. Casts were 
taken from the die for the purpose of printing the wrappers.

Those sold by the Post-office are printed and 
supplied to the Inland Revenue Department by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., but those which are 
supplied to the order of private individuals on 
paper furnished by them are printed at the offices 
of the Department at Somerset House, under the 
before-mentioned regulations, and of these no 
further mention need be made, except that the 

impression is found to vary rather more in depth of colour than 
in those printed and supplied by the contractors.

.fle e t ^Teette.
Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.

The date of issue, 1.10.70, was inserted in the die, and a 
large stock was so printed by the contractors. Specimen prints 
of the die were officially approved on 4th and 5th July, 1870.

The impression was in green, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

. The wrapper measured 14 inches by 5 inches. It was square 
at each extremity, and gummed at the top with yellowish gum.*

åbecont Звене.
Date of Issue, November, 1870.

In the following month the date plugs were removed, and 
replaced by florets.

* These stamps are to be found with various dates during the month 
of December, 1871, and the first three months of 1872. They were 
impressed on half sheets of paper, on which were printed forms of certi
ficates connected with the provisions of the Vaccination Acts. It may be 
remarked that the colour of these stamps is ordinarily of a much deeper 
tone than in those composing the general issue.
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The size of the wrapper was also altered, 
and measured a little less than 12 inches in 
length by 5 inches wide. Two other sizes 
were also introduced, the one measuring 9 
by 4 inches, and the other 7 by 4 inches.*
The wrappers still continued to be cut square 
at the ends, and the top gummed with the 
same yellow gum.

Date of Issue, January, 1871.
In January, 1871, a slight modification was made in the 

shape of the wrapper. The corners of the gummed end were 
tapered off ; but no change was made in any other respect, and 
the wrappers continued to be issued in the three sizes.

The two smaller sizes not appearing to find much favour with 
the public, the issue of them was discontinued on the 1st April, 
1873, and the wrappers were only sold in quantities of twelve, 
at 6£d., or in multiples of twelve.

JFonrtţ)
Date of Issue, October, 1875.

In October, 1875, the wrapper appeared with the following 
instructions, printed in three lines o f type about midway 
between the stamp and the top gummed edge :

“ This wrapper must be used only for Newspapers, or for printed papers 
which may be sent under the Book Post, otherwise the packet will be 
charged with postage.”

JFiftj) jjeene.
Date of Issue, November, 1875.

In the following month the above instructions were altered 
as follows into a paragraph of five lines :

“ This wrapper may only be used for Newspapers, or for such documents 
as are allowed to be sent at the book rate of postage, and must not 
enclose any letter or communication of the nature of a letter, whether 
separate or otherwise. If this rule be infringed, the packet will be 
charged as a letter.”

* This latter size is given on the authority of M. Mahé (see TimbrophiU 
for November, 1870, p. 591), and it would appear to be the only size he 
had seen. The other sizes are in the possession of the authors.



The prices at which the wrappers were sold to the public 
were somewhat modified, and single copies were obtainable at 
the various Post-offices.

In December, 1877, a change was made in the paper, which up 
to this period was nearly white, and was of such inferior quality 
that a large percentage of the wrappers burst in the course of 
transmission by the Post-office, to the annoyance of the public 
and loss of time by the officials. A  tougher paper was selected 
of the kind generally known as cap paper or whity-brown.*

In May, 1879, the colour of the impression wae changed (with
out any other alteration being made) to red-brown. The lower 
comers of the wrappers were also slightly tapered off, a modifica
tion which had been made at the close of the previous year.

The authorities in May, 1881, issued a Notice that wrappers 
o f a better quality will be issued for sale to the public on the 
1st of June, and the use of those in stock discontinued after 
the present supply is sold off.

Specimens of the one halfpenny and the one penny wrapper 
next described, in sizes differing from those officially issued and 
without any printed instructions, are to be met with in collec
tions ; but all such have been printed at the request of private 
applicants under the regulations before referred to.

SYNOPSIS.
One Halfpenny.

fu re t J a a u e .
White paper, square ends. Stamp dated 10.1.70. 

let October, 1870. One size, 14 x 5 inches, green.

åernnlj J a e n e .
White paper, square ends. No date.

November, 1870. Three sizes. 12 x 5 inches, green.
9x4 „  „
7x4 „  „

• Experiments were made on the white paper, and that proposed to be 
substituted, not only by macerating the two kinds in water, and thus ascer
taining the quantity of fibrous matter contained in each, but the tenacity 
was further tested by weighting the samples up to the breaking point.
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C & ir i ЭГввве.
White paper, top corners tapered. No date.

January, 1871. Three sizes. 12 x 5 inches, green.
® ^  ) )  »I

7*4

JFottrtb ЗГввие.
White paper, top cornel’s tapered. Instructions in three lines.

No date.
1st October, 1875- One size. 12 x 5 inches, green.

JFiftb ЗГввае.
(1) White paper, top comers tapered. Instructions in five lines.

No date,
November, 1875. One size. 12 x 5 inches, green.

(2) Whity-brown paper, top comers tapered. Instructions, &c.,
as in ( I ) .

December, 1877. One size. 12 x 5 inches, green.

(3) Paper, &c., as in (2 ); lower comeis also tapered.
May, 1879. One size. 12 x 6 inches, red-brown.

(4) Paper, whity-brown, stouter and better quality, top corners
only tapered.

1st June, 1881. One size. 12 x 5 inches, red-brown.

2. The One Penny Wrapper.
Date of issue, September 13th, 1878.

In the month of August, 1878, the Post-office gave notice of 
its intention to issue forthwith a wrapper of the value of one 
penny, principally designed for the accommodation of the 
public in transmitting newspapers under the weight of 4 oz. 
to countries within the postal union, and for printed papers and 
patterns not exceeding 4 oz. in weight to countries within class 
A. It also serves for patterns to countries within class В where 
the weight does not exceed 2 oz



The issue of this wrapper was to have taken place on the 1 st 
September, 1878; but it was not till the 13th of that month 
that it was actually sold to the public.

Design.—Diademed profile of the Queen 
within a double oval on a solid ground of 
colour; postage in the upper part of the 
oval border, and one penny in the lower 
part in block letters, with ornaments at 
the sides.

Die.—The die, like that of the one 
halfpenny last described, was engraved by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., and the wrappers supplied to the 
public by the Post-office were in like manner printed and pre
pared by that firm.

Impression.—The impression is in red-brown on whity-brown 
or cap paper, and the wrapper measures 12 inches by 5 inches. 
The top edge is gummed, and the corners at the top and bottom 
are tapered off. There are no instructions printed on the 
wrapper.

The authorities at Somerset House imprint this value also for 
the public, on paper supplied by the applicants, under similar 
regulations to those in force for the halfpenny value.

SYNOPSIS.

One Penny.
Whity-brown paper, corners tapered.

13th September, 1878. One size. 12 x 5 inches, red-brown.
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3. Speoial Stamps for Newspapers.
Many of the newspaper proprietors and newspaper agents 

availed themselves of the permission to send in paper to the 
Inland Revenue Office to be stamped as wrappers, on which 
was frequently printed the name of the newspaper or the 
name and address of the agent ; but the Times and the 
Stamford Mercury, both of which, as has been already men
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tioned, had, previously to the 1st October, 1870, employed 
type-printed stamps for the purpose of prepaying the postage, 
entered into arrangements with the Post-office for the use of a 
special type-printed obliterated stamp of one halfpenny. This 
privilege was accorded to them on condition that the stamps 
should be printed only on those copies which were sent direct 
from the office of the newspaper to the principal Post-office, 
which had thereby a check on the number bearing the franking 
stamp.

Accordingly a notice was issued by the General Post-office, on 
the 30th September, 1870, in the following terms :

“  On and after 1st October next certain copies of the London 
Times and of the Stamford Mercury Newspapers will bear an 
obliterated Postage Stamp impressed on the Newspaper itself, 
but this impressed Stamp will be available for such copies only 
as are posted at the General Post Office, London, or at the 
Head Post Office in Stamford respectively. The Postage on 
copies of the Times or Stumford Mercury posted elsewhere 
must be prepaid either by a Halfpenny Postage Label or a 
Stamped Newspaper wrapper, otherwise they must be charged 
with Postage.”

The design of the stamp made use of by the Times, and which 
still continuée to be employed by this journal for all copies 
sent by post from the chief office to places within the United 
Kingdom, consists of a single-lined rectangular parallelogram, 
measuring 37 by 22£ mm. (fig. 13), within which are two curved 
branches, one of oak and the other of laurel, connected together 
at the starting-point by a knot, in which is a rose, a thistle being 
to the left, and a bunch of shamrock to the right. Below this 
design and within the parallelogram is “  o n e  h a l f p e n n y , ”  and 
above the design “  t h e  t i m e s . ”  Between the upper extremities of 
the branches is a peculiarly shaped Crown. Over all this is en
graved an upright oval obliterating mark of ten thick lines, with 
a diamond-shaped blank in the centre, in which is the No. 70, 
denoting the distinguishing number of the newspaper office in 
the chief office at St. Martin’s le Grand. On the left of this



diamond-shaped blank is the latter a  ; on the right, the letter 
в. This obliterating mark measures 20 by 24 mm.

The design of the stamp for the Stamford Mercury is very 
similar to that of the one penny oval stamp in black previously 
employed for denoting the payment of the postage on this news
paper (fig. 10), and consists of a branch of oak and another of 
laurel, connected by a ribbon bearing the motto “ d i e u  e t  m o n  

d r o i t  ” within a double oval frame. The branches are curved so 
as to follow the contour of the oval, and in the upper part is a 
Crown, with the letter в on each side, as the die mark. In the 
upper part of the frame is “ s t a m f o r d  m e r c u r y ,”  and in the 
lower part “  o n e  h a l f p e n n y . ”  The obliteration, which is en
graved on the die with which the impression is struck, is similar 
in design to the ordinary oval obliterating stamp, but of smaller 
dimensions than that employed for letters, which latter measures 
28 by 19 mm., while that of the stamp measures only 20 by 16 
mm. The figures also, representing the number of the obliterating 
stamp for Stamford (742), are only 6 mm. high, while in the 
letter obliterating stamp they are 8£ mm. This obliterating 
stamp is so engraved on the die as that the figures occupy the 
blank spaces in the centre of the stamp.

The Stamford Mercury ceased to make use of this type- 
printed stamp about two years back, and now employs a wrapper 
of white paper on which the ordinary one halfpenny stamp is 
impressed. This stamp is obliterated in black by a small circular 
hand-stamp, of 16| mm. in diameter (fig. 11), on the exterior of 
which, in a cartouche extending over about three-fifths of the 
circumference, is the inscription “ s t a m f o r d  m e r c u r y . ”  Within 
the circle are the numerals 742, and “ s t a m f o r d ,”  in capitals, 
following the curve of the circle below, the remaining vacant 
spaces in the circle being filled up with obliterating lines.
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IV.

P O S T  C A R D S .

L

INLAND POST CARDS.

The “ Post-office Act, 1870” (33 and 34 Viet. c. 79), authorized 
the issue of Post Cards at a postal rate of one halfpenny, and 
hy Section 18 gave the necessary powers to the Commissioners 
of Inland Revenue to provide dies, &c., for carrying the pro
visions of the Act into execution.

The Act, which received the Royal Assent on the 9th August, 
1870, provided that it should come into operation from and after 
the 30th September then next. On the 9th of September the 
following notice was issued :

“ p o s t  c a r d s .

“  Pursuant to an Act passed in the last session of Parliament 
(33 and 34 Viet. c. 79), Post Cards have been prepared for 
correspondence by Post in the United Kingdom after the 30th 
of the present month, stamped with the postage duty of one 
halfpenny.

“ These cards will be sold without any charge beyond the 
duty, A single card or any number of cards may be purchased, 
but they will be sent out from this office in packets containing 
twenty-four cards, price Is., and in parcels of twenty packets, 
price XL* They may he obtained at all Post-offices, and from 
licensed vendors of stamps.

* In April, 1872, in consequence, as was stated by the Postmaster
General, of complaints of the papermakers and stationers, that their 
trade was seriously affected by the sale of post cards at id . each, without 
any charge being made for the cards themselves, the price was fixed at 
6Jd. per dozen, and they were only sold by the Post-office in packets of 
one dozen.

R
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“ The cards voll be also supplied when required in sheets 
containing forty-two cards, and measuring about 29£ by 21J-. 
Although the cards may thus be obtained in sheets for the 
purpose of affording facility for printing upon them, each card 
must afterwards be separated from the sheet, as no combination 
of cards can pass through the Post-office.

“  Such sheets will be issued only in half-reams, containing 240 
sheets (10,080 cards), duty £21, and will be supplied to the 
public at the Inland Revenue Offices in London, Edinburgh, 
and Dublin, and at the offices of the distributors and sub
distributors of stamps in the country. A discount of 4s. per 
half-ream will be allowed to purchasers.

“  When a supply of cards in sheets is required elsewhere than 
in London, Edinburgh, or Dublin, application in writing must 
be made to the warehouse-keeper at this office, or at the Inland 
Revenue Office in Edinburgh or Dublin, as the case may be. 
Such application must specify the quantity required, and the 
town or place having a stamp office to which it is desired that 
the consignment should be made.

“ The applicants will have notice when they are to call at the 
stamp office and pay the duty.

“  Post cards cannot be used before the 1st October.
“ Those mádé up in packets will not be sold before that date ; 

but cards in sheets will be supplied by this office on and after 
26th instant, to enable the public to print on them preparatory 
to their use next month.

“  It is desirable that persons requiring cards in sheets should 
make early application for them.

“  By order of the Board,
“ (Signed) T. Sargent, Secretary.

“ I n l a n d  R e v e n u e , S o m e r s e t  H o u se ,
“  0ÍA September, 1870.”

Type L
Date of Issue, 1st October, 1870.*

Design.—The design was prepared, and the cards manufactured 
and printed, by Messrs. De la Rue and Co. In the right upper 
angle is a rectangular stamp 22 mm. by 18 mm., within which 
is a profile of the Queen to the left on a solid circular ground

• By a somewhat curious coincidence this date was exactly one year 
from that when post cards were first issued by the Austrian Post-office.
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of colour, below which is half penny in coloured letters on a 
straight white label. To the left of the stamp are the Royal 
Arms, with post card above, and the address 
only to be written on this side below them.
Under this, to the extreme left, is the word to, 
and the whole is enclosed in a Greek-pattern 
frame measuring \\ by 2-£ inches, or 109 by 74 
mm., in the larger sized, and 4 f by 2£ inches, 
or 112 by 65 mm, in the smaller sized cards.
Curiously enough, for Messrs. Do La Rue and Co. are nothing 
if not accurate, the inscriptions on the arms display a variety 
of faults, the most remarkable of which is a malformation of 
the N in the word pense in the motto on the garter encircling 
the arms, the middle stroke of which goes from bottom to top 
instead of from top to bottom.

Impression.—The impression was in violet on a light buff- 
coloured thin card of 120 to the inch. It was made in two 
sizes, one measuring 4|- by 3| inches, or 121 by 87 mm., and 
the other 4 f by 2j-| inches, or 121 by 74 mm. Only one 
edition of the larger size was issued, as it was found that the 
width rendered the cards inconvenient in use. Some variations 
are found as well in the colour of the impression as in the tint 
of the card. They are printed on sheets composed of 42 cards 
in 7 rows of 6 cards in a row. The official copies registered at 
Somerset House have each card on the sheet numbered in ink 
by hand, the dates of allowance being as follows :—the 6th 
July, 1870, on a sheet of the “ large size,” and the 28th June, 
4th July, and 17th November, 1870, on three sheets of the 
“  small size,” numbered from 1 to 126.

Type II.
Date of Issue, 1st January, 1875.

On the 1st January, 1875, an alteration was made on the face 
of the card by the suppression of the word “  то,” but in other 
respects no change was made in the type ; and the same die of 
the arms continuing to be used, the malformation of the “ N ’’

r 2



in the garter motto remained. The size of the card was 4 f by 
inches.

On the 1st February, 1875, an issue of this type was made, 
printed in red-brown on a thick white card (60 to the inch). 
This issue was announced to the public by a circular from 
the Post-office, issued a few days previously, to the following 
effect :

“  A desire having been expressed for a post card of a superior 
quality to those now in use, it is intended to issue experi
mentally a limited number of somewhat superior cards on the 
1st February next at the price of 8d. per dozen. These cards 
may be obtained at any of the head Post-offices, and at the 
branch offices in London, and will be sold at the rate of 8d. for 
12 cards, or 4d. for 6 cards. The new post cards will be 
designated ‘ stout' carde to distinguish them from the present 
‘ thin’ cards, and they will be subject to the same rules and 
conditions in regard to their transmission by post as the present 
cards. It having been found that the price at which the 
present ‘ thin’ post cards have hitherto been sold is not re
munerative, the price of these cards has been raised since the 
1st of January from 6|d. to 7d. for a packet of 12 cards, and 
6 cards may be obtained for 3£d. No smaller number than six, 
either of the ‘ stout ’ or of the ‘ thin ’ cards, will be sold."*

Type IIL
Date of Issue, 1st January, 1878.

Design.— The stamp was changed to one measuring only 
18£ x 21 millimètres. The profile of the Queen 
was still in a circle, but the word halfpenny 
was placed in a curved label above the head, 
and the ornamentation in the spandrels was 
altered. The frame or border to the card was 
suppressed, and the legend, though similar to 

that of the previous issues, was differently disposed, the words
* This rule has been relaxed, and single cards are now sold at the 

Post-offices at the rate o f fd . for a thin or stout card, l jd .  for 2 thin ones, 
and l jd .  for 2 stout ones ; lfd . for 3 thin ones, and 2d. for 3 stout ones ; 
2Jd. for 4 thin ones, and 2fd. for 4 stout ones ; 3d. for 6 thin ones, and 
3Jd. for 5 stout ones ; 3Jd. for 6 thin ones, and 4d. for 6 stout ones.
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post and card being separated by the Royal Arms, which were 
also re-engraved. In the new engraving of the Arms the tail 
of the hon stands farther away from the mane, the near fore
leg of the unicorn encroaches on the garter enclosing the arms, 
and the malformation of the n in pense is corrected.

I m p r e s s i o n ,  & c .—The impression is in red-brown on both 
“  thin ” and “  stout ” cards, which are similar in size to those of 
the preceding issue. The official allowance of the impression 
of this issue is dated 24th October, 1877.

SYNOPSIS.

One Halfpenny.
T y p e  I.

Large Size, 4 f by 3£ inches.
1st October, 1870, violet, light and dark shades, on light buff.

Small Sise, 4 f by 2f§  inches.
1st October, 1870, violet, light and dark shades, on light buff.

„  „  ,, on yellower buff.
,, lilac (shades) on yellower buff.

T y p e  II.
1st January, 1875, lilac (shades) on buff,
1st February, 1876, red-brown on “  stout ” white.

T y p e  III.
1st January, 1878, red-brown, on “ th in”  buff.

„  „  „  on “  stout ”  white



II.

T y p e  I.
Date of Issue.—Simultaneously with the issue of the two

pence halfpenny adhesive stamp on the 1st of July, 1875, a 
postal card of half that value was issued for circulation within 
the limits of the countries which had joined the “  General 
Postal Union.”

Design.—The card measured 4|^ by 3| inches, or 122 by 87 
millimetres, and had a Greek-patterned frame on the front. 
The design of the stamp was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue, 

who have manufactured all the postal cards 
sold by the Post-office ; it shows the profile 
of Queen Victoria to left on a solid ground 
of colour within a circular border, the inner 
line of which is composed of pearls, and the 
exterior of a double line. In the upper part 
of this circular border is one penny, and in 

the lower farthing, in coloured letters, the portions to the 
right and left being intercepted by the exterior frame on the 
one side, and by the line of an interior frame on the other. 
Within this latter is the inscription,

“ FOREIGN POST CARD,
“ f o r  c o u n t r ie s  in c l u d e d  in  t h e  p o s t a l  u n io n , ”

below which, introduced into the interior frame is, “  the 
address o n l y  to b e  written on this side.” *

Impression.—The impression is in red-brown on buff card. 
The official sanction was given to the plate on 13th March, 1875.

SYNOPSIS.
One Penny-farthing.

1st July, 1875. Red-brown on buff.
* These cards were at first marked to be sold at Is. 4d. per dozen, but the 

price was subsequently changed to Is. 3d. per dozen, and they could be 
purchased singly at the Post-offices at 1RL each. They have now become 
obsolete in consequence of the alteration in the “ Postal Union”  card rates.

POSTAL UNION POST CARDS.
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U N I V E R S A L  P O S T A L  U N I O N  P O S T  C A R D S .

W hen the provisions of the Treaty of Paris, by which the 
“ Universal Postal U nion” was established in 1878, came into 
operation on the 1st April, 1879, two post cards were issued, 
one of the value of one penny for countries within class A  of 
the Union, to which the single letter rate was 2£d., and another 
o f the value of three halfpence for countries within class В of 
the Union, to which the single letter rate was 4d. Both of these 
cards were designed and printed by Messrs. De La Rue and Co.

1. The One Penny.
F irst  I ssue.

Date of Issue, 1st April, 1879.
Design.— The card measures 4^$ x 3$ inches, or 122 x 87 

millimètres. The design of the stamp in 
the right upper corner is the diademed profile 
o f Queen Victoria to the left, on a solid 
octagonal ground formed by the intersection 
of two rectangular frames. On a tablet at 
the top is postage, and on a similar tablet 
below is one penny. The inscription on 
the card is

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
GREAT BRITAIN (GRANDE BRETAGNE)

POST CARD.
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

Impression.— The impression is in brown on a thin card of 
a light buff colour.

The date of the imprimatur of this card is the 16th 
December, 1878, and although the inscription was afterwards 
modified, yet only one continuous issue of it is recognized.

They were sold at Is. per packet of 12, or singly at Id. each.



S e c o n d  I s su e .
Date of Issue, October, 1879,

Design.— The general design is identical with that of the 
previous issue ; but in deference to the wishes expressed by 
several patriotic Irish members in the House of Commons the 
inscription was altered as follows :

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND (GRANDE BRETAGNE ET IRELANDE). 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.
Impression, & c. — The impression, <fcc., was identical with 

that of the last issue.
SYNOPSIS.

O ne P enny.
Inscription, “  Great Britain.”

1st April, 1879. Brown on light buff.
Inscription, “ Great Britain and Ireland.”

October, 1879. Brown on light buff.
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2. The Three Halfpence.
Date of Issue, 1st April, 1879.

Design.— The size of the card is the same 
as that of the one penny. The design of the 
stampin the right upper corner is the diademed 
profile of Queen Victoria to the left, on a solid 
circular ground enclosed in an upright pointed 
oval frame, on which is inscribed postage on 
the top and three halfpence in the lower 
part. The inscription on the card is

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
GREAT BRITAIN (GRANDE BRETAGNE)

POST CARD.
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

Impression.— The impression is in brown on a thin card of 
a light buff colour ; the date of the imprimatur is 16th 
December, 1878.

SYNOPSIS.
Three Halfpence.

Inscription, “  Great Britain.”
1st April, 1879. Brown on light buff.



IV.
P R I V A T E  P O S T  C A R D S .

In June, 1872, the Postmaster-General issued the foUowing 
notice :*

“ Notice is hereby given, that on and after the 17th June 
private cards may be taken to the office of the Inland Revenue 
to be impressed with a halfpenny stamp under conditions 
which may be learnt on application at the office ; and when 
thus impressed, but not otherwise (for adhesive stamps will not 
be accepted in payment of the postage), they may be trans
mitted through the post between places in the United Kingdom 
under the following regulations :

“ 1. The words ‘ Post Card’ and ‘ The address only to be 
written on this side ’ must be printed on the front of the cards, 
as in the case of the official post card, the Royal Arms being 
omitted ; but there must be nothing else (the address excepted) 
printed, written, or otherwise impressed on the face of the cards.

“  2. Nothing whatever may be attached to the cards.
“  3. The cards must not bo folded, nor may they be cut or in 

any way altered after they have been impressed with the half
penny stamp at the office of Inland Revenue.

“  4. On the back of the cards any communication, whether 
o f the nature of a letter or otherwise, may be written or 
printed ; but such communication must not extend to the front 
side.

“  Private cards will not be supplied to postmasters for sale to 
the public. It must be distinctly understood that no cards, 
except those which are impressed with a halfpenny stamp at the 
office of the Inland Revenue, can pass through the post for the

* The Postmaster-General, in his annual report for the year ending 
31st March, 1873, says that the permission to allow the public to send in 
their own cards to be stamped was granted in compliance with the urgent 
solicitations of the Committee of Wholesale and Retail Stationers of the 
United Kingdom ; but, he adds, “ of this concession little use has been 
made.”



postage of a halfpenny if they have anything of the nature of 
a letter written upon them. There seems to be much mis
apprehension on this point.”

Design.— The die for embossing the stamp on cards under 
the foregoing regulations was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue 
and Co. from the original die of Mr. W. Wyon, and consists of 
the diademed profile o f the Queen to the left 
in white relief on a plain solid ground of 
colour in an upright oval, outlined by a single 
white line, and measuring 22£ x 18 mm. Within 
the oval, and in curves following the contour, 
is halfpenny above the head, and postage 
below it, in white block letters, the two words 
being separated by a conventional ornament.

The regulation size of the cards is by 2ý inches (120 by 
72 millimètres).

Impression,— The impression is embossed in white relief on 
a pink ground of the same tone of colour as that of the one 
penny envelope.

A t firet the word “  to ” appeared on the face of the cards, but 
this is now for the most part omitted.

There are many varieties, dependent on the mode in which 
the legend is printed, the ornamental character of the type 
employed, and the lines under the word “ post card.” The 
authorities do not object to these provided that they are not 
too obtrusive ; but one singular instance of departure from the 
official regulations is worthy of being recorded. A  supply of 
cards was presented for stamping by the Chiswick Press, of 
21, Cook’s Court, Chancery Lane, on which highly ornamented 
capitals were employed for the letters commencing the words 
post and card, between which the Royal Arms were intro
duced, which is contrary to the regulations. By some accidental 
oversight the cards were admitted, the presence of the Arms 
being doubtless overlooked at the time; and as the precedent 
was once established in favour of the Chiswick Press, the 
authorities continue to stamp for it cards similarly printed,
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though, they refuse to depart from their regulations in favour of 
any other applicants. There are two varieties of these cards, de
pendent on the lettering, but the Royal Arms are found in both.

Coloured and fancy printing is admitted, and a long list of 
varieties might be made by enumerating varieties of lettering, 
lines, ornaments, devices, and colours, but they do not appear to 
us to require any further notice.

The following regulations emanating from the Inland Revenue 
Office are those still in force.

“  Regulations under which post cards brought by the public to 
this office can be impressed with halfpenny postage stamps.

“  1. They must be white, i.e. not tinted in any way.
“  2. They must be o f the same dimensions as the official post 

card; viz., 4 f  inches by 2£ inches.
“  3. They must not be thinner than the official post card ; viz., 

120 to the inch ; nor thicker than the telegraph card ; viz., 60 
to the inch.

'* 4. The words ‘ post card ’ and ‘ the address only to be 
written on this side ’ must be printed on the face, as on the 
official post card, but there must be nothing else (the address 
excepted) printed, written, or otherwise impressed on the face 
of the card,

“  5. All cards must be sent in with evenly cut edges.
“  6. A t the right upper comer of the face o f the card a space 

measuring 1  ̂ inches from the top edge of the card and 1 inch 
from the side must be left for the stamp, and this space must be 
free from print both on the face and the underside.

“  Not more than 10,000 can be received in one warrant.
“  Not less than 480 can be stamped.” _
No card other than the official post cards, or private cards 

stamped as above, is allowed to pass under a halfpenny stamp 
if it bears any communication in the nature of a letter, except 
it be a “ circular letter;” i.e. a letter having internal evidence 
that it is intended for transmission in identical terms to several 
persons, and the whole or greater part of which is produced by 
means of ordinary type, engraving, lithography, or any other 
mechanical process. In this latter case the “  circular letter may 
have an adhesive stamp of one halfpenny affixed to it, or the 
postage may be paid at the Post-office.”



v.
ESSAYS, PROOFS, A N D  TRIALS.

F ollowing the order of arrangement laid down at the 
commencement o f this treatise, we will now proceed to give a 
short description o f some o f the principal essays, proofs, and 
trials of postage stamps and envelopes, which we consider are 
chiefly interesting in a historical point o f view, as tending to 
throw light not only on the gradual growth o f the system, hut 
also on certain stages in the production o f the stamps ultimately 
issued to the public.

To attempt to give a complete list of all these would not only 
exceed the limits of the present work, but would prove a weari
some and fruitless task, and unnecessary for the object we have 
in view; but we shall endeavour to meet the wishes of those 
who take an interest in the subject by chronicling such speci
mens as are usually met with in collections, while at the same 
time we shall duly record some others which have come under 
our notice, and, after careful examination, appear to deserve 
mention. But very few accounts of English essays have ever 
been published in works treating of philatelical subjects ; these 
few we have consulted ;*  hut our principal sources of informa
tion have been derived from the examination of the contents of

* “ A Descriptive List of the Envelopes, Labels, and Embossed Stamps 
suggested before the issue of the vignette Mulready Envelope.”  Stamp 
Collector's Magazine, vol. i. p. 62.

“ Addenda to Mount Browne’s Catalogue.” By Dr. Viner. Ibid, pp. 37,56.
“ Notes on the Proofs and Essays of Great Britain." By Mr. Philbrick. 

Ibid, voL vi. p. 130.
Monni Broumc's Catalogue. Fifth Edition. March, 1864.
Dr, J. E. Cray's Catalogue. Edition 1866, pp. 166-162.
Magasin Pittoresque. Par M. N. Rondot. 1863.
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the best English and foreign collections, and all the specimens 
described have been examined by us unless the contrary is 
expressly stated. In 'describing these specimens we have not 
thought it necessary to overload our pages by entering into the 
minutest descriptive details ; it has appeared to us to be sufficient 
to give only so much as would serve clearly to identify the 
individual specimen, adding to this the mention of any specially 
interesting features.

But very few essays date from a period much anterior to the 
agitation for postal reform, commenced in the year 1837, and 
which culminated in the passing of the Act of 1839, establish
ing a uniform penny postage : the reason being one which we 
have previously stated, that up to this period the Post-office 
was regarded by the public as a mysterious but almost perfect 
machine. When the agitation fairly set in there was no lack of 
advice from crotchet-mongers; and when, after the Act was 
passed, the Lords of the Treasury addressed their invitation to 
“ artists, men of science, and the public in general,” “ My 
Lords" were overwhelmed with suggestions on all sides. Very 
few of the authors of these, with one notable exception, that of 
the late Мг. C. Whiting, gave to their suggestions any practical 
form by sending in actual specimens of stamps or envelopes of 
which they proposed the adoption. Even the “  Mulready ” 
envelope finally adopted, and to which the first prize oifered by 
“  My Lords ” was awarded, was sent in to the Treasury in the 
form of a pencil sketch. Ninety-nine per cent, of the rest were 
consigned to the Treasury waste-paper basket, and were never 
heard of afterwards. It is true that several designs appear to 
have been sent in subsequently, but so soon as public opinion 
had declared itself in favour of the adhesive stamps of one 
penny and twopence, and the embossed envelopes of the like 
values, there was nearly an end to any further proposals, as all 
saw that the Government had availed itself of the highest 
talent and skill that could be found, and that it was fruitless to 
endeavour to disturb a state of things with which every one 
appeared to be content.



During the subsequent period there has been nothing to call 
for any essays. England has not suffered from political convul
sions, The Sovereign who gave her assent to the Act for 
establishing the uniform penny postage still sits on the throne ; 
and whenever the Post-office authorities have been in need of 
an additional stamp, the contractors who supplied the others, 
than whom none better could be found,' were ready to minister 
to their wants. It was only when it became known that the 
line-engraved stamps were to be replaced by surface-printed 
ones, that any fresh essays were submitted to the authorities, 
and those on a very limited scale, as it could scarcely be said 
there was an open competition.

The other branch of our subject, viz., the proofs and trials 
made in the course o f producing the stamps and envelopes 
as ultimately issued for public use, seems to us to possess 
peculiar interest, inasmuch as these proofs and trials serve to 
mark the different phases through which the stamp has passed 
before it has become perfectly developed. This part of our 
subject we believe we have been so fortunate as to he able to 
make comparatively complete, or at all events sufficiently so 
to show how the results achieved have been attained.*

With these prefatory remarks we will now proceed with an 
account of those essays which belong to the history of the 
agitation for postal reform initiated in 1837, and the proposals 
submitted for the approval of the Government and the public 
in that and the succeeding years. As it is not possible to classify 
these in the chronological order of their production, when the

* Engravers and printers as a rule keep specimen proofs on plate, India 
paper, or on card from every die they produce. Proofs of this kind 
are called die proofs, and are usually taken during the progress of the 
work to judge of the results obtained, and to enable them to form an 
opinion of the workmanship and of any modifications which have been 
introduced, or which may be deemed necessary. When the die is com
pleted, proofs are frequently taken before it is hardened, and also after it 
has been hardened. When the plate is prepared, the proofs taken to 
decide on colours and other details are called plate proofs, to distinguish 
them from those taken from the original die.
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proposals emanated from the same person at various periods, we 
shall describe them under the names of their several authors 
wherever they are known to us.

When we come to treat the second branch of our subject we 
shall adopt a different mode, and endeavour to follow as far as 
possible the general plan of this work, only departing from it 
where it is necessary in order to avoid prolixity, or where 
convenience may require.



SECTION I.

( ì )  E S S A  r s  A N D  P R O P O S A L S  S U B M I T T E D  P R IO R  T O  18 4 0 .

Charles W hiting.
The late Mr. Charles Whiting, the eminent printer of 
Beaufort House, in the Savoy, Strand, London, was one of the 
first who made proposals to the Post-office authorities to reduce 
the rates for the conveyance of printed matter, and for that 
purpose to employ stamped envelopes, or “  Go Frees.” * These 
were proposed by him as an experiment, which, if successful, 
were to be followed by applying them to written matter, f

Mr. Whiting married the widow of Sir William Congreve, 
the inventor of- the original machines used at Somerset House 
for embossing in colour. Sir William Congreve was also the 
patentee of a process of compound plate printing, whereby 
impressions were struck off in two or more colours at a single 
operation of the press, which was effected by two or more 
plates fitting into each other with great exactness, so as to form 
one complete design.

Compound printing was extensively known from the circum
stance of its being employed in printing the Government labels 
used for denoting the duties on patent medicines. For some 
years these labels had been printed in two colours, the second

* These must not be confounded with a trial obliterating circular stamp 
in  black, with 00  f r e e  across the face, and post o f f ic e  round the outer 
edge, on a plain engine-turned groundwork resembling an ordinary office 
seal, the whole being enclosed in an outer circle of dots. It is frequently 
found on the covers bearing the name of Mr. Wyld, subsequently de
scribed.

t Second Report of Committee on Postage, 21st June, 1838. Questions 
11,263-4.
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of which was added to the stamp by passing it through the 
press a second time. Work thus done always shows its origin, 
and has a tendency to get out of “  register," as it is termed by 
printers, for the second printing scarcely ever comes exactly in 
its proper place. By the Congreve system this defect was im
possible, and an accuracy as well as clearness before unattainable 
was secured.

Mr. Whiting made his firet proposals to the authorities some 
time previous to March, 1830 ; but they were not entertained, 
nor have any specimens of the “ Go Frees” been met with by 
us.

In March, 1830, he renewed his proposals, and subsequently 
submitted them to Lord Althorp, Sir Robert Peel, and Mr. 
Spring Rica He failed, however, to secure the support of any 
of these Chancellors of the Exchequer, the Stamp Office de
claring that the scheme was not practicable, so far as that 
department was concerned.

In the specimens of covers laid before the Committee of 
Post-office Inquiry in 1837 by Mr. Dickinson, there is internal 
evidence that the designs were the work of Mr. Whiting ; but 
so far as he was personally concerned he does not seem to have 
taken any further steps until he appeared as a witness before 
the Select Committee of 1838, when he produced specimens 
printed by him “  as medicine labels ” in two colours, most 
probably by the Congreve process. He added that he proposed 
to print the stamps on hands as used for newspapers, and not to 
paste or affix them as labels on envelopes.

We have not been able to meet with any specimens of the 
stamps submitted by him to the Committee ; but it would appear 
that they were similar to the “ Go Frees.”

In the course of the proceedings Mr. Whiting also produced 
to the Committee a folio sheet of paper bearing impressions of 
two separate stamps, the use of which he advocated. They 
were printed on paper specially watermarked “  Post Office,” and 
did not resemble the “  Go Frees.” The design was an oblong, 
printed in colours; but the report of the proceedings of the

s



Committee does not mention what the colours were, and with 
the most diligent search we havo failed in finding specimens of 
these stamps. The Blue Book, our sole source o f information, 
states that one bore the legend “  post office— printed matter 
under one ounce, price I d j” and the other, “ post office— 
written matter under one drachm, price 2d.”

The agitation set on foot by Sir Rowland Hill for the 
establishment of the Penny Postage has been noticed in our 
introductory chapters, as also how the Mercantile Committee, 
by its Post Circular and other publications, contributed to 
stimulate the proceedings of the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons, and to influence the course taken by the Ministry 
of the day in conceding penny postage.

Mr. Whiting was one o f tho prominent supporters of the 
movement, and from time to time produced from the resources 
of his establishment various practical suggestions to aid in 
carrying out Sir Rowland Hill’s plans, illustrated by specimens 
of the graphic art, designed either to show the method by which 
the postage might be collected, or to meet some objections which 
arose during the discussions. Several of these specimens were 
circulated by the Mercantile Committee during the progress of 
the agitation.

After the Act for establishing the penny postage had passed, 
Mr. Whiting, in response to the advertisement of the Lords 
of the Treasury, addressed to “  artists, men of science, and 
the public in general,” himself contributed a paper, illustrated 
by specimens, which was adjudged worthy to receive one o f the 
premiums awarded by the Treasury, one component element of 
Mr. Whiting’s suggestions being the use o f the Congreve 
embossing press, which gave the relief in white on a ground of 
colour, similarly to that subsequently made use of for embossing 
the penny envelopes at Somerset House.

We will now proceed to describe such o f Mr. Whiting’s 
designs as we have bèen able to examine, taking first one 
which was submitted to the Lords of the Treasury in 1839.
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Adhesive Label.

1. The Royal Crown in a white upright oval disc was sur
rounded by three concentric oval frames, within a square 
measuring j|  inch or 23 mm., the upper and lower ends of the 
outermost oval line being intercepted by the lines of the square. 
The innermost oval frame bore an engine-turned pattern of white 
lines forming small festoons, the outermost a similar pattern in 
lattice-work, while on the middle one, which was solid, was in
scribed, in the upper part, p r i n c i p l e  s u g g e s t e d ,  and in the 
lower, b e a u f o r t  h o u s e , in white letters. In small ovals on 
either side wore the letters v . r . ,  on white ground, in script 
capitals, and in small coloured squares at the four angles were 
a , 3, c, w, in white, one in each square. The spandrels were 
filled in with horizontal lines.

The die was engraved on metal, and arranged on the Congreve 
principle to print one or two colours as desired. When arranged 
for two colours the impression showed four lanceolate blotches 
radiating from the centre (where they nearly met) towards the 
angles, with four triangular ornaments between them, giving a 
sort of harlequin appearance when striking contrasts of colours 
were used.

The stamps were surface-printed on white unwatermarked 
wove paper, and also on thick card, in blue. Impressions were 
also taken in two colours— blue and red, green and red, and 
black and red.

Embossed Stamp.
2. The head of the Queen to the right,* without diadem, 

with a pendent curl behind, in two concentric oval frames, the 
inner composed of an engine-turned pattern of white lines, similar

* This essay is remarkable as being an infringement of the numismatic 
rule adopted in Great Britain of representing the Queen looking to the 
left, each Sovereign looking in an opposite direction to the immediately 
preceding one. We know of no instance of the Queen being portrayed 
on a stamp actually issued looking in any other direction than to the left, 
except in the cases of some of the Colonial stamps,

8 2



to that in the inner oval of the label last described, the outer of 
an interlacing pattern, similar to that of the frame of the current 
one penny envelope stamp, interrupted at the top by the word 
p a i d , in large shaded block letters. The oval measured ex
ternally 1-̂ y by 1 ^  inch, or 30 by 33 mm. This design was 
embossed in white relief on coloured ground on unwatermarked 
wove paper, also on thick cardboard. The following colours are 
found : blue, o f deep, full, and cloar azure shades ; green ; rose
pink ; carmine ; orange-yellow.

Harwood's Envelope.

3. A notion being very prevalent, especially amongst persons 
engaged in business, that it was desirable for the letter and the 
address to be on the same piece of paper, to evidence its trans
mission by the post, many of the competitors produced covers, 
inside which the letter might be written, and which when 
folded would show the frank stamp on the outside. W ith this 
object in view Mr. Whiting prepared the present cover.

The design consisted of an elaborate rectangular transverse 
oblong. The inner space for the address, measuring 4& by 2£ 
inches, was covered with a small-patterned engine-turned ground, 
enclosed in a triple frame about 2£ inches wide, ornamented 
with a groundwork of a larger pattern. The letters v . r . in 
florid monogram were introduced in ornamented circles at the 
upper left and lower right angles, the other angles being filled 
by similar circles enclosing bunches of rose, shamrock, and 
thistle. These circles were connected on the side margins of the 
frame by scroll-fashioned ornaments, and between them in the 
upper margin was h a u w o o d ’s , and in the lower e n v e l o p e , both 
in large shaded block letters. The whole design measured 8| 
by 7 inches.

The impression was in colour, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

This plate was prepared to execute an order given to Mr. 
Whiting by a stationer named Harwood, and the words “  Har
wood’s Envelope ” were inserted in the plate to show how any
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required inscription might be effected. The copies used for the 
order are in green, the other colours are trials.

W e have described these essays in the above order because, 
as submitted by Mr. Whiting, the three designs were impressed 
on one sheet of paper.

On the one side tho design of the cover (No, 3) extended 
over nearly the whole of the surface of the sheet, leaving but a 
small blank margin ; on the reverse side to the right, where 
when folded the stamp would come, the label (No. 1) was im
pressed, and in the left upper comer the embossed stamp (No. 
2) was struck. On the face of the cover was printed in black, 
“ S pecimen of E nvelope, Stamp, and A dhesive L abel sug
gested by Charles Whiting to the Lords o f H err Majesty's 
Treasury as exemplifying his suggestions fo r  carrying out the 
mechanical requirements o f a cheap postage.

W e have seen the following combinations :

ESSAYS AND PROPOSALS. 2G1

Сотке. E u b o 88k d  S t a m p . A d h k 81y e  L a b e l .

Red-brown Blue Blue and red
5» it Green and red

Rose 11 >» it
Blue Rose-pink ft ft

W e now resume the consideration of the stamps, or the 
adhesive labels, as they were then termed.

Adhesive Labels.

4. A large figure 1 in an upright oval, with penny in a curve, 
enclosed in an oval frame, within a rectangle nearly square, 
measuring 1  ̂ by 1 ^  inch, or 32 by 31£ mm., flanked on each 
side by vai. in small script capitals. A  narrow reticulated 
border extends round the rectangle except where intercepted by 
the oval, aud within small .squares at each angle o f it is the 
numeral 1. In the oval frame is tho inscription not to exceed 
in the upper part, and half ounce in the lower. The oval 
frame is composed of an engine-turned linear pattern, showing 
in bicolour printing the words tost office, in large block letters.
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The impression was in bicolour on white wove unwatermarked 
paper, also on white card, and is found as follows :

Groundwork red, lettering blue i
„  black „  „  j on paper.

„  blue „  ,, ) oncard-

5. The design consists of a small circular disc in red, in an 
upright oval black disc, round which are three concentric oval 
borders, all enclosed in an ornamental square black framing in
terrupted by the oval at the top and bottom. A  single line 
extends round the whole rectangular frame, which measures If*® 
inch, or 34 mm. square. In the interior oval is ounce, with 
“ I ” above and “ Id.” below; in the upper part of the oval band 
post office permit, in Roman capitals, and in the lower to 
carry matter not exceeding in  weight, in small block letters. 
All the inscriptions are in white on particoloured ground, the 
die being on the Congreve principle, printing sixteen irregularly 
shaped red blotches radiating from the oval framing enclosing 
the inside black oval.

The impression was in black, with red blotches, on stout 
white wove unwatermarked paper.

This label was circulated attached to the left upper comer of 
a printed circular headed, “  The fears of the paper-makers and 
stationers about collecting postage by means of stamps allayed.” 
The circular, after calling attention to Sir Rowland Hill having 
recommended the use of small adhesive stamps, enlarged on 
their advantage, and combated the idea that any government 
monopoly of stamped covers and paper injurious to the paper 
trade would be created by their adoption.

6. This design consists of a small white transverse oval, on 
which is “  Id.” in Italic type, surrounded by two concentric oval 
frames—the inner with white engine-turned lines, the outer 
coloured with post paid  above and beaufort house beneath, 
in white letters; the whole in an oblong rectangular frame, 
measuring £ by Д  inch, or 16 by 14 mm.
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The impression is bicoloured on the Congreve principle, and 
so arranged аз to show four oval loops radiating to the angles. 
The paper is white wove and unwatermarked. The colours in 
whicli the impression is struck are red and black, blue and red, 
and red and blue.

7. This design consists of a small circle, in which is “ Id." in 
white on a bicoloured ground, enclosed in a white square, in 
which are the words post above, paid  below. The letters v.r . 
flank the circle.

The impression is in bicolour, like No. 6, and on similar 
paper.

The colours in which the impression is found struck are red 
and black, blue and red, and red and blue.

7a. Nos. 6 and 7 are printed one under the other, and be
neath are three similar labels of nearly identical patterns— the 
one nearest No. 7, inscribed beaufort house, in a circle ; the 
two lower ones showing merely the Congreve dies, with varieties 
o f ornament in similar colours to those already described. The 
whole forms a long label with curved ends in a plain rectangular 
outer coloured frame, measuring by J inch,, or 98 by 19 mm.

In some specimens the Congreve groundwork of the upper 
label is repeated in the two lower ones, with the addition of a 
small reticulated pattern in white lines over the whole surface.

» 8. The design consists of an oblong, measuring 3£ by $ inch, 
or 98 by 19 mm., showing seven circles, of varied patterns of 
lathe work, side by side, having as central devices respectively—  
the first c, in Roman capitals; the second, w in Old English 
type ; the third, w in German text ; the fourth and fifth, c w in 
interlaced Italics ; the sixth, c f w  in similar letters, while the 
last is left blank. They are all printed in bicolour, on a ground
work of four lanceolate ovals, and four irregular figures extending 
beyond the circles.

The impression is on stout white wove unwatermarked paper, 
in bicolours of black and rod.



9. On a sheet of white wove unwatermarked paper, Nos. 6 
and 7 to the left, No. 4 with No. 5 below on the right, are all 
printed in black and red.

Embossed Stamps.

10. Embossed head of Queen Victoria to the right, as above 
described (No. 2), struck in colour, in the left upper corner of 
small-sized envelopes, without any device on flap, and on half
sheets of white wove unwatermarked note paper.

The impressions are in white relief, embossed on ground of 
rose-pink, green, and dark blue.

On one of the impressions in rose-pink Sir Rowland Hill has 
written the following observation : “  There is too much power 
in the ongine-work ; it should not bo raised up at all, to prevent 
its being electrotyped.”

One of the green impressions is embossed on the “  Improved 
Safety Envelope (registered November 18th, 1840, by Mitchell 
and Son, 39, Charing Cross *),” and on this Sir Rowland Hill 
has added a memorandum of the price, “ 9d. per dozen.”

The deep blue impression, from which our description is 
taken, is numbered by hand, “  enclosure] 1326,” and in the 
place usually occupied by the stamp, the essay No. 7, with 
the lower label beaufort bouse, is pasted on.

11. The design was identical with No. 10, save that the word 
p a i d  was suppressed, and the space occupied by it left blank. 
A  third oval band was added round the whole, and the stamp 
measured l T7ff by 1 reff inch, or 34 by 39 mm.

The impression was struck in relief, on a black ground, on 
yellowish-white wove unwatermarked paper.

12. The design consists of an upright oval with plain ground 
in a wide oval frame, ornamented with engine-turned linear

* This date is interesting, as showing that the design was submitted 
after the failine of the Mulready envelope, and probably before the issue 
of the one penny embossed envelopes.
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designs. In the upper part of the central oval, on an ongine- 
turned ground, are the letters v.r ., separated by a Crown, below 
which is a curved solid band with the inscription post office. 
In the lower part Id. on a solid ground of colour, with half oz. 
on an incurved tablet below. The stamp measures 1J by 1J inch, 
or 37 by 44£ mm.

It is embossed in reliof on white wove unwatermarked paper, 
without colour, and also with blue and with pink grounds. In 
this latter colour it is found struck on the left upper comer of 
envelopes, and also on Harwood’s envelope (No, 3).

13. The design consists of the Royal Arms and motto in an 
oval-form garter, within a collar of the Order of the Garter, with 
the badge pendent below, surmounted by a Crown and Lion as a 
crest; the whole in an engine-turned circular frame, I f  inch, or 
40 mm. in diameter.

It is struck in relief on white wove unwatermarked paper, 
without colour, and also on a blue ground, extending to the 
garter, which is on a solid ground of colour.

14. Embossed heads of the Queen and Prince Albert to the 
left in white reliof, on a solid circular disc of colour, measuring 
1TV inch, or 27 mm. in diameter. The Queen is represented 
with a diadem and a pendent curl behind.

The impression is in white relief on a blue ground, and is 
struck at each angle of the face of an envelope o f white wove 
unwatermarked paper, without any inscriptions or device on 
the flap.

This essay—the only one known where the Queen and the 
Prince Consort are both represented— is of great beauty and 
exceptional rarity. The presence of the head of the Prince 
shows that it dates from about 1840. The copy from which 
this description is taken is one of the originals prepared for the 
Treasury, and which happened to be retained by Mr. Whiting, 
by whom it was presented to Mr. Philbrick.



Covers and Envelopes.

15. The design consists of an oblong engine-turned rectan
gular frame, measuring 4 i  by 21 inches, or 103 by 72 mm., 
within which is an oval engine-turned frame, the interior 
being covered with a minute pattern of similar work. In 
the spandrels are straight tablets ; those in the two upper angles 
are inscribed with post office and permit in white block 
letters, and, on the upper edge of the oval, is a small oval with 
v.r. in monogram of florid Italics. In the loweT labels are 
“ price l d ” and “ I ounce”  in white Roman capitals, with 
matter not to exoeed in weight in smaller lettering in a 
tablet between them. The impression is on white wove un
watermarked paper, in black, green, lavender, and blue.

This essay, printed in blue, appeared in the Post Circular, 
No. 12, 30th April, 1839, and was also extensively distributed 
by the Mercantile Committee as a specimen (the word specimen 
being printed in the border above the v.r .), on a half-sheet of 
paper, with a strongly worded appeal printed on the back, setting 
forth the advantages of a uniform penny post, and demonstrating 
that such stamps, especially if printed on peculiar paper, such 
for instance as “  Dickinson’s,”  would be practically secure 
against forgery.

It is highly interesting as an illustration of one of the modes 
adopted to impress the public with the feasibility of Sir Rowland 
Hill's proposals.

16. The design consists of an oblong frame, measuring 4J by 
3| inches, or 122 by 91 mm., to be printed on the face of an 
envelope, the centre part showing an oblong white space for the 
address, with canted angles, surrounded by a frame of enriched 
scroll-work and foliate ornaments, with groups of allegorical 
figures at the upper angles, and marginal wreaths of foliage and 
fruit surround the centre. In the frame above the space for 
the address is a small tablet, and in the space below is a cherub 
above an elongated oval tablet. The whole is on an engine-
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turned groundwork of a minute pattern, and is surrounded by 
an exterior frame of two plain lines.

The impression is in blue, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

16a. Same as the last in every respect, save that the space 
for the address, and the tablets above and below it, are filled in 
with a.solid ground of colour.

The impression is also in blue.

17. The design is of irregular shape, formed by a circle 2g 
inches in diameter, superposed on a transverse oblong, with in
curved angles, measuring 3 by 2 inches. On each side, inter
secting the larger circle, is a smaller one of 1£ inch diameter, 
that on the left having in the centre a group o f heraldic 
emblems, and that on the right v.r . in monogram o f ornate 
Italic capitals. The whole is filled in with an engine-turned 
groundwork o f various patterns.

The impression is in blue, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

On the same sheet from which our description of this essay is 
taken are impressions of the stamp No. 1, in red and blue, and 
in blue.

18. The design is a rectangular-shaped transverse oblong, 
measuring 4J by 3| inches, composed of a minute diamond
shaped pattern of engine-turned work, enclosed in a frame 
£ inch wide, composed of curved interlaced lines, with a floriform 
ornament resembling a Tudor rose in each angle.

The impression is in colour, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper. The following colours are found : pale and deep ochre- 
yellow, red, pale blue.

18a. Similar to the last, but the pattern of the groundwork 
and border is slightly modified, and in the angles are conven
tional ornaments with flowers.

The impression is on similar paper, and is in a pale shade of 
blue.



19. The London and Westminster Review, as has been before 
mentioned, contained, in its issue for February, 1840, an article 
on the New System of Postage. To this article were appended 
specimen sheets of various designs, and amongst others some of 
the principal of those prepared by Mr. Whiting. On these 
sheets wo find specimens of relief engraving, and also of 
“ Patent dry coloured embossing and dry stamping without 
colours, as practised at the Stamp О thee.”

These include :
First, impressions of the “ Post Office Permit,” No. 15 

above described, with a transverse oval device of engine-turned 
work with “ Id.” in an inner circle ; two circular designs of 
elaborate engine-turned work, with “  №  ” and a space left to fill 
in the numeral ; a larger but similar design with no inscription, 
and a head of Mercury with caduceus in a circular medallion, 
all with ornamental borders, and printed in black on white paper.

Second, a large oblong design of geometrical engine-turned 
work, with border containing a scroll formed of ovals, circles, 
and conventional ornaments, with two others of smaller dimen
sions, all printed in black on the same sheet of plain white 
paper.

On another sheet, printed on the Congreve principle, with 
combination plates, are Nos. 4, 5, and 7«, in red and black, 
below which are Nos. 12 and 13, both struck in white relief on 
blue ground and in plain white relief.

20. An article by Robert Hunt, on Compound Plate printing, 
was published in the Art Journal in 1848. This article ex
plained the art of embossing in relief with coloured ground, 
and that of printing from compound plates in several colours at 
one impression after the Congreve system.

To illustrate these processes Mr. Whiting printed some of 
his most remarkable designs on a sheet of cardboard inserted in 
the above-named periodical.

The designs are enclosed in a highly ornamented embossed 
frame, surrounded by a rectangular exterior border of engine-
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turned work printed in green, measuring 8J by 11 inches, or 
223 by 279 mm. Within the frame is an impression of the 
oval die of the Queen’s head to the right, No. 2, printed in 
carmine, below which the essay No. 1 is twice printed, once in 
blue and red, and once in plain blue, and below the whole is 
No. 17 in plain blue. On the reverse is an oblong specimen of 
printing from Congreve plates in red and green, with the in
scriptions, PRINTED BY CHARLES WHITING, BEAUFORT HOUSE, 

STRAND, LONDON, FOR PROTECTION AGAINST FORGERY. PATENT 

COMPOUND PLATE PRINTING.
The above specimen, which shows the various styles and the 

beauty of Mr. Whiting’s work to great advantage, has now un
fortunately become rare.

Reprints.
When the interest attaching to original proofs and essays 

first led collectors to inquire for specimens of Mr. Whiting’s 
productions, as none of those originally taken remained, new 
impressions were, in the years 1862-3, struck off from some of 
the plates, before they perished in the groat fire which destroyed 
Beaufort House. These reprints are easily distinguishable from 
the originals by the tones of colour employed, being much 
brighter and more vivid than in the originals. They are all 
struck on white wove unwatermarked paper.

The following is a list of those which we have seen :
No, 2. Embossed head of the Queen.

Vermilion, deep red, green, ultramarine blue.
No. 12. Id. large oval, embossed in relief.

White, ultramarine blue, rose, deep red, green.
No. 14. Queen and Prince Albert.*

Orange-yellow.
No. 15. Post Office permit.

Rose, red-brown.
No. 16. Cover, with allegorical figures and cherub.

Ultramarine blue.
* This reprint is on cream-coloured paper, and shows the outer margin 

of the die.



C harles K night.

Mr, Charles Knight, of Ludgate Hill, London, publisher to 
the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, under the 
auspices of which the Penny Magazine was established, took 
considerable interest in the movement set on foot in 1834 for 
the abolition of the “ Taxes on Knowledge,” and the reduction 
of the charges on the transmission of newspapers through the 
post. Ho appears to have suggested that newspapers should 
be allowed to pass through the post for one penny each, and 
that the postage might be collected by means o f stamped 
wrappers.

The proposed alteration in the Newspaper Tax was not 
carried out until the year 1837, when the tax on an ordinary
sized newspaper having been reduced to one penny, the im
pressed stamp carrying with it free transit by the post, the 
proposition of Mr. Knight naturally fell through, though it 
does not appear that it ever went further than a mere suggestion, 
or assumed the form of any direct proposition, much less of 
any actual design.

Stead.

Mr. Stead, an inhabitant of Yarmouth, appeal's, from the 
evidence of Mr. Louis, formerly Superintendent of the Mails, 
given before the Committee on Postage, in 1829, to have pro
posed to the Post Office the principle of collecting postage by 
means of stamps ; but this proposal never seems to have taken 
any more tangible form, or resulted in specimens of any kind 
being produced.

D r. J. E. Gray,
Dr. J. E. Gray, f.r.s., o f  the British Museum, states, in the 

preface to his Catalogue o f Postage Stamps, that he believes he 
was the first who proposed, in 1834, the system of a small 
uniform rate of postage to be prepaid by stamps, and that it 
was “  in fact the more application of the system used with 
regard to newspapers to letters in general.” He also adds that
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lie found there was no chance of getting attention to the plans 
he suggested without he was able to devote the whole of his 
time and attention to the development of them, which his other 
engagments precluded him from doing. It is clear, therefore, 
that his suggestions never took the form of any absolute design.

C o v e r s  a n d  E n v e l o p e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  L o n d o n  D is t r ic t  P o st .

In their Ninth Report, made in July, 1837, the Commissioners 
of Post-office Inquiry recommended the adoption of covers of 
the value of one penny and twopence, in which letters not ex
ceeding 1 oz. and 6 oz. respectively might be enclosed for free 
transmission within the limits of the London District post. It 
was proposed by the Committee that those covers should be 
mado of “  Dickinson ” paper, and specimens o f the covers, and 
of an envelope constructed out of one of them, were annexed 
to their report. In consequence of the appointment, in the 
month of December, 1837, of a Select Committee to examine 
the whole subject, the recommendations of the Committee 
of Post-office Inquiry were not carried out, and the designs 
proposed by it were not made use of.

The specimens attached to the report were three in number, 
and are—

First. An elaborate engine-turned rectangular design, measur
ing 177 mm, wide by 218 mm. deep, on half a sheet of letter
sized white “ Dickinson” paper, traversed horizontally by ten 
blue parallel threads, inserted at distances varying from one-half 
to three-quarters of an inch apart. Within this engine-turned 
design İs a circular band of similar work, but of another pattern, 
20 mm. wide and 93 mm. in diameter, the interior of which is 
left as a blank space for the address. This circular band is 
divided into equal segments by the introduction of four transverse 
ovals, opposite each comer of the rectangle, the major axes of 
which measure 47 mm. These ovals on one side extend into the 
engine-turned work of the interior of the design, and on the other 
are partially superposed on two smaller engine-turned ovals. The 
large ovals which intercept the circular border are designed as



follows : The upper left and the lower right show v . r . in script 
capitals, with a Crown between the letters, on a central white 
ground, .and the inscription Lo n d o n  d is t r ic t  p o st , in white block 
letters, in an exterior engine-turned border, the position of the 
words of the inscription being reversed in the two ovals. In the 
right upper oval and the left lower one, the letters v .r ., separated 
by a Crown, occupy the centre on a white ground, while in the 
border of the former is introduced n o t  e x c e e d in g , in white block 
letters, on an engine-turned ground, and o n e  o u n c e , o n e  p e n n y  

in coloured letters on a white ground. In the opposite oval the 
inscription is varied, by placing the words o n e  o u n c e , in white 
block letters on an engine-turned ground, and n o t  t o  e x c e e d  

o n e  o u n c e , in coloured letters on a white ground.
The impression of the whole is in yellow-ochre.
Second. The second design attached to the report is an 

envelope, measuring 125 by 91 mm., formed out of the half
sheet just described. As the lozenge-form for the envelope is 
cut out of the half-sheet diagonally, the silk threads necessarily 
run across the face of the address space in a similar way.

Third. An engine-turned rectangular ornamental frame, 
15 mm. wide, encloses the whole design, which is printed on a 
sheet o f “  Dickinson ” paper. The frame measures externally 
155 by 237 mm., and the interior is divided into three com
partments of nearly equal size. The upper compartment is 
entirely covered with a moiré pattern in lathe-work. The middlo 
one is traversed horizontally by four pairs of silk threads, and 
is left blank for the address, save that at the top is t w o p e n c e , 

in large block letters, and in each angle is a design in the form 
of a quadrant. In the angles of the two upper quadrants are 
the letters v .r ., in block letters, with a Crown between them, all 
in white, on a solid ground of colour, enclosed in a curved border 
of engine-turned work, with Lo n d o n  d is t r ic t  p o st  in two lines 
in white block letters. In the two lower quadrants, the letters 
v . r . with the Crown are enclosed in engine-turned curved 
borders, with the inscription t o  c a r r y  n o t  e x c e e d in g  G 
o u n c e s  in three lines, in coloured block letters. The lower

2 7 2  POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.



ESSAYS AND PROPOSALS. 273

compartment is covered with a moire pattern, similar to the 
upper one, except at the lower portion, where an ornamental 
tablet is introduced with the inscription p o s t  o f f ic e  c o v e r , in 
coloured block letters on a white ground.

The impression of this cover is in green.
These designs all bear on the face of them conclusive evidence 

of their origin in the printing establishment of Mr, Charles 
Whiting, and Avere probably submitted to the Committee by 
Mr. Dickinson in conjunction with Mr. Whiting.

J a m e s  W y l d .

Mr. James Wyld, of the Strand, London, map publisher and 
geographer to the Queen, submitted an envelope or cover to the 
Treasury in 1839, the design of which was produced and printed 
for him by Mr. Charles Whiting.

The design itself has been already fully described in the 
account of Mr. Whiting’s essay No. 16, but as submitted by 
Mr. W yld was modified in the following manner. A  ground
work of horizontal lines was introduced into the space left for the 
address, and on the upper tablet was the inscription p o s t a g e  p r e 

p a id  b y , and in that below the cherub, j a m e s  w y l d , g e o g r a p h e r  

t o  t h e  q u e e n , all in white embossed letters on a solid ground 
o f colour. The design wa3 made about 3 mm. longer than the 
essay No. 16 above referred to, by the addition of four lines at 
each of the two ends, so that it measured 126 by 91 mm.

The impression was on a half sheet o f white wove unwater
marked letter paper, folded as a cover. W e believe that the 
plate was originally prepared by Mr. C. Whiting, at the instance 
of Mr. Wyld, and that Mr. Whiting himself submitted speci
mens of it without the inscription.

W e have seen specimens printed in pale ochre, in blue, and 
in red.

In a copy before us, printed in pale ochre, the upper label is 
defaced by a circular obliterating stamp of 27£ mm. in diameter, 
struck in black. This stamp has V.R. in Italic monogram in the 
centre on a white ground, enclosed in a solid coloured border,

T



■with th e  in sc r ip t io n  cancelled p o s t  p a id  in  w h ite  b lo c k  letters, 

th e  w h o le  b e in g  su rr o u n d e d  b y  an  e x te rn a l b o r d e r  o f  e n g in e - 

tu rn e d  w o r k .

On o th e r  co p ie s  w c  f in d  th e  c ir c u la r  o b lit e r a t in g  stam p p o s t  

o f f ic e  g o  f r e e  b e fo r e  d e s c r ib e d , s tru ck  o n  th e  u p p e r  ta b le t , 
a n d  so m e tim e s  a lso  o n  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  d e s ig n  in  a d d it io n .

Specimens without these obliterating marks are not known in 
collections, which would lead to the inference that Mr. W yld’s 
proposals also included obliterating marks.

W il l ia m  W y o n .

Mr. William Wyon, a . r . a ., Chief Engraver o f Seals to the 
Queen and Engraver to the Mint, whose name is so well known 
as the author of the die for the head of Her Majesty on the 
embossed stamps, offered the design for an adhesive stamp con
sisting of a helmeted head of Britannia to the left, in a circle, 
within a square of 19J- mm. In the circle above the head is 
post office, and below the head J oz. one penny. Facing the 
head and within the circle are numbers composed of rivo, three, 
or four figures, the signification o f which we are unable to ex
plain, further than they appear to represent certain index num
bers. The whole is engraved in anaglyptograph, aud is struck 
on white hand-made unwatermarked paper, in black.

This essay is beautifully executed, and is of the highest 
degree of rarity. The specimen before us shows four of these 
stamps, disposed two and two, at distances of four millimètres 
apart, separated by lines, also in anaglyptograph, of about 1J 
millimètre broad.

J. W. P arker.

In 1838 Mr. J. W . Parker, printer to the University of 
Cambridge, with a view to assist the movement in favour of 
the plans of Sir Rowland Hill, printed on half a sheet of letter 
paper a list of books published by him, on the reverse side of 
which was the address, “  Mr. John W . Parker, Cambridge Bible 
Warehouse, West Strand, London,” enclosed in a wide oblong 
frame, with the interior angles truncated, measuring about 4£
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by 3 inches, and composed of a diaper-patterned design. The 
colour of the impression was ochre-yellow.

This circular was stitched up in the pamphlet published by 
W . H. Asliurst, Facts and Reasons, &c., and is found opposite 
to page 30 of the first, and to page 43 of the second edition.

S i  EVI ER.

Mr. Sievier, the eminent sculptor, in 1839 proposed the 
adoption of stamps with an embossed centre, such as the Queen’s 
head, the Royal Arms, or any other devico, surrounding the 
embossment, with a pattern in two or more colours.

The actual specimen submitted by him consists of an upright 
rectangle with incurved angles, measuring 1| by 1  ̂ inch, or 
42 hy 37 mm., within which is an oval with a white disc in the 
centre, on which is embossed a many-rayed star device in plain 
white relief. On a solid curved tablet above the circle is 
p e n n y , and in another curved tablet below, p o s t , both in white 
block letters. The space between the circle and the oval is filled 
in with an engine-turned reticulated design, and that exterior 
to the oval with vertical lines.

The impression is in red-brown and blue, the latter being that 
nearer the circle, and so disposed as to show a scalloped ex
terior line, the tablets being also in blue. It is printed on a 
half-sheet of octavo white “ Whatman ” hand-made note paper, 
dated 1839. On the rest of the half-sheet is printed a descrip
tion of the proposed plan, with an estimate of the cost of 
production— £30 per million on sheets to fold as a letter; 
£6  5s. per million as separate adhesives, with a guaranteed 
production of a million per day. Copies of the specimen were 
stitched up and circulated in No. 65 of the London and West
minster Review, together with specimens of the productions of 
Mr. C. Whiting and others.

C h e v e r t o n .

Mr. Cheverton, who, with Mr. Whiting and Mr. Sievier, 
submitted designs in response to the Treasury advertisement, 
was awarded one of the premiums.

T 2



W e have not been able to see the design Mr. Cheverton sent 
in, but it is stated, in the London and Westminster Review, voi. 
xxxiii. p, 504, to have been “ a plan full of originality.”  Mr. 
Cheverton “ recommended an embossment of a female head of 
the greatest beauty, to be executed by Mr. Wyon, and stamped 
by a peculiar machinery of Mr. Cheverton’s own, which would 
perform the process with great rapidity.”

This is all we learn, and the only remark we make is, that 
tho integral parts of this plan were carried out in the envelopes 
bearing the Queen’s head, engraved by Mr. Wyon.

J a m e s  C h a l m e r s .

Mr. Chalmers, a bookseller and stationer of 4, Castle Street, 
Dundee, forwarded to the Mercantile Committee a proposal, 
dated 8th February, 1838, which appeared in the Pod Circular 
of the 5th April following.

Mr. Chalmers’ proposal was in substance that stamped slips 
should be printed at the Stamp Office on prepared paper, fur
nished with adhesive matter at the back, and issued to the 
public as required ; that these should be affixed to the letters, 
and that the postmasters should stamp them across the face in 
course of transmission. He also contrasted the advantages of 
adhesive stamps over covers and envelopes.

Two specimens accompanied the proposal, consisting merely 
of square single-lined frames, measuring inches, or 18 mm., 
enclosing letter-press inscriptions in six lines, the one being, 
GENERAL POSTAGE. NOT EXCEEDING HALF AN OUNCE. ONE 
p e n n y  j and the other being similar, “  one ” being inserted 
in lieu of “  half an,” and “  twopence ” for “  one penny.” The 
editor appended a note to the effect that Mr. Hill did not limit 
his proposals to covers or envelopes, and that adhesive stamps 
were desirable as a method to serve public convenience.

Mr. Chalmers also prepared and sent to the Treasury a small 
8vo sheet, a copy of which was stitched up with the Post 
Circular for 1838, containing virtually the same proposals, but 
with four similar letter-press specimens, disposed in two rows,
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s l ig h t ly  v a r y in g  in  th e  w o r d in g , a n d  rea d in g , p o st  o f f ic e  
u n d e r  HALF OUNCE [ o n e , TWO, THREE OZ.] w e ig h t ONE PENNY
[2d., 4d., 6d.].

All th e sp e c im e n s  Avere p r in te d  o n  p la in  w h ite  w o v e  paper.

F o r r e s t e r .

Samuel Forrester, officer of Excise at Falkirk, in a pamphlet 
consisting of ten 8vo pages, dated 14th December, 1839, laid 
before the Treasury his plan for carrying into effect the General 
Penny Postage. The main feature of his proposal consisted in 
allowing every papermaker to have his paper stamped for postage 
stamps by the Excise officers of the district who charged the 
duty on the paper at the mills, under various safeguards set 
forth in the pamphlet, which contained full details of the mode 
recommended by him for carrying out his plan. He proposed 
that these stamps should be impressed on folio, quarto, and 
octavo sheets, and specimens of such sheets were annexed to 
the pamphlet, on each of which was pasted a fa c simile of the 
stamp, printed in lithography.

The design of this stamp, to be impressed on an 8vo sheet, 
was circular, formed by the inscriptions “ Ed i n b u r g h ”  at the 
top, and “  No. 326 o c t a v o  i  oz.” being set round in a circle 
measuring about 35 mm. in diameter. Within the circle was 
1 s t  q u a r .— o n e  p e n n y — 2 d  J u l y , 1 8 4 0 ,  the whole being in 
Homan capitals, save the value and size, which were in block 
letters. A  lithographed copy o f the design, on white wove 
unwatermarked paper, was cut round, and pasted on the quarter 
or 8vo sheet, in such a position that when it was folded the 
stamp appeared at the right upper corner of the address.

A  second design was printed for the half or quarto sheet— 
q u a r t o  being substituted for o c t a v o , and | oz. for 4 oz.

The third design was similar— f o l io  and 1 oz. being substi
tuted for the previous size and weight, and the value t w o p e n c e  
for o n e  p e n n y . This was applied to an entire or folio sheet.

The interpretation of the design was as follows : E d in b u r g h  

showed the collection where stamped ; No. 326, the Excise



number of the mill where stamped ; 1st Quar., the current 
quarter of the year when stamped; 2nd July, 1840, the day, 
month, and year when stamped. The stamps expressing the 
size of the sheet and weight allowed to be transmitted by the 
various sizes, any overweight could be charged additional 
postage, to be paid on delivery. He further proposed to change 
the colours at the various quarters of the year as a security 
against the use of illegal stamps.

The proposal does not appear to have found favour with the 
Treasury, but in principle some of the suggestions were identical 
with parts of the system adopted.

C . B lSSAGAR.

A  design bearing this name is before us. The letters V.R., 
in interlaced Italic capitals, fill a circular disc, covered with an 
arabesque groundwork in bicolour, and beneath the V.R. is 
c. B i s s a g a r , mv. Round this disc is the inscription h a l f  

o u n c e  o n e  p e n n y , in Roman capitals, the whole forming a 
design bounded by an exterior circle, 1 inch or 25 mm. in 
diameter.

The impression, in two colours, blue and orange, is on white 
wove unwatermarked paper.

U n k n o w n .

1. A  plain circular band, 25 mm. in diameter, external 
measurement, is inscribed g e n e r a l  p o s t  o f f i c e , and is sur
mounted by the Royal Arms with Crown and supporters. This 
is enclosed within a large circle, 51 mm. in diameter, composed 
of two bands— the outer one with a zigzag ornamentation, and 
the inner one with the inscription o n e  p e n n y  h a l f  o u n c e , in 
Roman capitals, on plain white ground. In the centre is a 
blank circular disc, 13 mm. in diameter, towards which coloured 
lines converge irregularly.

The impression is typographed, showing considerable inden
tation, and multicoloured shades, starting from the internal 
white disc with green, and running through orange to red,
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and from dull violet to grey-blue in the outer border. It is 
struck on a half-sheet of rough white hand-made foolscap paper, 
watermarked with the name of the maker, J. Rump, 1833.

2. The Royal Arms with Crown surmounted by a Lion, and 
with supporters, is embossed in white relief on a solid ground 
of colour, enclosed in an upright rectangular frame with canted 
angles, measuring 1 by 1 ^  inch, or 25 by 30 mm. Below the 
supporters is the Royal motto and heraldic emblems, while the 
bareness o f the upper part of the design is somewhat relieved 
by the introduction of arabesque ornamentations.

The impression is struck in pink at the left upper comer of 
an ordinary envelope, and on the face of the copy before us is 
written, by Sir Rowland Hill, “  I f  it were not for the engine
turning round them they could be electrotyped from paper.’'

3. The design consists of two concentric circles, the outer 
one having a diameter of l f^  inch, or 30 mm. ; the inner one, 
a diameter of 26 mm. In the upper part, between the circles, 
is the inscription, in Roman capitals, general postage, and in 
the lower two pence, the intervals being filled in with diamond
shaped ornaments. Across the inner circle is Not exc. one 
ounce, in Italics, in a straight line ; above is a star, and below 
“  2d.” The impression is in pale red-brown, and is in ordinary 
type, on white hand-made foreign-post “  Whatman ” paper.

On the copy before us is “ used”  hand-stamped in black, show
ing the manner in which it was proposed to efface the stamp.

4. Within an oval band, inscribed with the motto of the 
Order of the Garter, the minor axis measuring 18£ mm., is the

' inscription V.R.— free, in two lines, and below jan  . 1840 . jan . 
— one oz., also in two lines. The oval is surmounted by the 
Royal Crown, and underneath it is a bouquet composed of the 
heraldic emblems of the United Kingdom.

The design appears to have been intended for the face of a 
cover, a portion being marked out by a border 3 mm. wide ; but



the specimen only shows the left upper angle in which the 
design above described is introduced. About three-quarters of 
an inch below the upper frame border there is a partial repetition 
of the border, above which is inserted the words in pencil, 
intended  district signature. The whole design is drawn by 
hand, in pen and Indian ink, on a piece of azure laid paper, 
and upon the spocimen from which the description is taken Sir 
Rowland НШ has written, in pencil, Acknowledge the receipt. 
R. H .

5. The Royal Arms, with supporters, motto, &e., designed in a 
spreading form, extending 39 mm. long by 10 high, lithographed 
in black on a sheet of coloured note paper, and so placed that 
when the sheet is folded in three the stamp appears in the right 
upper corner o f the face. W e have seen it on blue and on green 
paper, both chemically prepared, the obliteration being intended 
to be effected by the application of moisture (presumably acidu
lated), which when applied turns the blue paper white and the 
green paper yellow. The green specimen before us is numbered 
in pen and ink 2780/41.

6. Somewhat akin to the preceding is a design composed of 
the Royal Arras, with supporters, motto, &c., very erect, and 
finely engraved on copper. The impression is in blue on pink 
chemical paper, and also on yellow chemical paper. On each 
of the four sides is printed “  One Penny ” in small Roman type 
in red.

7. Within an upright rectangular engine-turned frame, 
measuring 1^- by 1Ц inch, or 36 by 43 mm., are the Royal 
Arms, with Crown and supporters, and motto, enclosed in an 
irregularly oval-shaped fancy frame, all engraved in anaglypto- 
graph. The impression is in deep blue on white wove unwater
marked paper. Above and below the arms are two small tablets, 
with the inscriptions h alf  oz. and 1 fenny in small white 
block letters on a red ground, and across each angle similar
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tablets are also introduced, the two upper ones inscribed re
spectively post office and stamp, and the two lower ones 
to carry not and exceeding f  oz. The tablets in red are 
over-printed.

8. The design is somewhat similar to that last described, and 
consists of the Royal Arms, with Crown and supporters, engraved 
on the anaglyptic system, but embossed in relief within a rect
angular transverse oblong frame, measuring I f  by I f  inch, or 
29 by 27 mm. In lieu of the motto dieu et mon droit the 
words post office stamp are substituted. Tho impression is in 
dark blue, on white wove unwatermarked paper; and in four 
sides of the frame are introduced tablets, with white block 
letters on a red ground subsequently printed. The inscriptions, 
commencing from the left side, read not— exceeding— h alf 
ounce.

9. The design is very similar to that last described, the frame
measuring 1 m. more in height. Within a double-lined interior 
frame with truncated angles are the Royal Arms, Crown, and 
supportem, together with the motto below, engraved on the 
anaglyptic system, and embossed in relief. The arms within the 
garter are in white relief, and the groundwork of the design is 
composed of a small dotted pattern. The impression is on white 
wove unwatermarked paper, and in the margins o f the frame 
are, over-printed in red, commencing from the left, post— office 
— stamp— one penny. It is found printed in dark blue and
also in green, both with red lettering.

10. A  rather primitive design is before us, consisting of a 
small sheet of paper ruled by hand in squares of inch, or 20 
mm. each, in each of which is pasted a circular disc of thin 
green paper 17 mm. in diameter. There is nothing to explain the 
object of the design, which it would seem was intended either 
to be obliterated by a hand-stamp at the post-office, or to show 
the mode in which some proposed design should be arranged on 
the sheet.
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(2 ) E S S A  y s  A N D  P R O P O S A L S  S U B S E Q U E N T  TO  18 4 0 .

For the reasons given in our introductory remarks, but very 
few essays or proposals were submitted to the authorities sub
sequently to 1840. Some few essays were prepared in 1879, 
when it became known that the typographic system of printing 
was about to be adopted for the twopence and inferior values ; 
but in the absence of permission from the parties by whom they 
were submitted, we do not feel ourselves at liberty to describe 
those which we have seen.

1. Messrs. Archer and Branston (The “ Prince Consort "
Essays).

In the year I860 Henry Archer, whose name is associated 
with the invention of the perforating machine, entered into an 
arrangement with Robert Edward Branston, who, with his father, 
were well-known engravers, to engrave a die from which stamps 
might be printed on the surface principle, similar to that then in 
use in France, conceiving that they might bo manufactured at a 
lower cost than those produced from steel plates, and that stamps 
printed by the dry process would not present the same difficul
ties in the use of the perforating machine as he had experienced 
in his experiments on sheets printed from steel plates. Branston 
availed himself of the assistance of S. W. Reynolds, an engraver, 
but there appears to have been some delay in the preparation of 
the plate, as specimens of the stamps were not ready till 12th 
September, 1850, when Archer wrote to the Marquess of Clanri- 
earde, the Postmaster General, to apprize him of the fact. In 
March, 1851, Archer and Branston submitted a proposal to the 
authorities to print the whole of the postage stamps required by 
the Inland Revenue Department, on the surface principle, at the 
rate o f fourpence-halfpenny per thousand, and a specimen of the 
stamps known as the “  Prince Consort ” essays accompanied the 
proposal.
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From the evidence taken before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons in 1852, o f which Mr. P. H. Muntz, one 
of the members for Birmingham, was the chairman, it appears 
that the die, as first engraved by Mr. Eeynolds, bore a repre
sentation of the Queen’s head upon it ; for Mr. Edwin Hill, in 
reply to question 816, says, “  I cautioned him as soon as I  knew 
what he was about." Branston also, in reply to question 516, 
says, “ W e were ordered to destroy all the impressions, and 
therefore they have been destroyed and then, producing 
specimens of the Prince Consort essays, he adds : “  These are 
heads o f Prince Albert.” From this it may fairly be inferred 
that the imitations bearing the Queen’s head were entirely 
destroyed, especially as no copy is known to have survived.

Whether the specimens then produced to the Committee were 
prepared by Mr. Reynolds or by Mr. Branston is not known, 
but they were shown by the latter as samples of what might be 
done by employing the dry process or surface printing in their 
manufacture, and were gummed with pure white gum.

The design consists of the head of Prince Albert to the left, 
on an engine-turned background, the whole being nearly identical 
with that of the then current one penny stamp, save that the 
engraving was of a much coarser description. Maltese crosses 
were introduced into the upper angular blocks, the lower ones 
all bearing the letters f . j . on white letter blocks. The sheets 
were of two sizes— one having twenty rows of twelve in a row, 
and the other twenty-one of such rows ; the former were printed 
in red-brown, the latter in black. The size of the stamp is 18^ 
by 22 mm. The impressions were struck on ordinary white 
wove unwatermarked paper, and the stamps as produced were 
not perforated.

2. Messrs. Bradbury, W ilkinson and Co.
In the year 1861 Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co., bank

note engravers and printers, of Farringdon Road, London, 
designed and engraved in line on a patent surfaced plate a stamp 
representing the value of threepence. The design consists of a



full-faced bust of an allegorical female, crowned with a wreath 
of roses, and having a mantle thrown over the left shoulder; the 
head is enclosed in a circle, with a background of fine diapered 
work, all within a double-lined upright rectangular frame, 
measuring 19£ by 24 mm. On a plain curved white tablet 
above the head is postage, and in a similar incurved tablet 
below threepence, the spandrels being filled in with horizontal 
lines. The impressions were taken off in various colours on 
thick cream-coloured unwatermarked paper, and also on card. 
W e have seen the following; viz. :

Rose-red, blue, ultramarine-blue, green arid black, on paper ; 
purple and brown on card.

These stamps were engraved for exhibition only, together with 
other specimens of workmanship executed by the firm, and were 
never submitted to the Post-office authorities.

3. M essrs. D e La R ue and  Co. (Experimental).
Probably somewhere about the latter part of the year 1861 

Messrs. De La Rue and Co. designed and engraved a stamp 
which, so far as we are able to learn, was prepared with the 
object of showing the facilities afforded by some other system 
of printing than that which they were then making use of for 
printing the fourpence adhesive postage stamp. In an upright 
rectangle, measuring 18 by 22£ mm., is a circle 15£ mm. in 
diameter, in which, on a groundwork of horizontal lines, is a 
portrait in profile to the left (said to be that of the King of 
Portugal), the spandrels being filled in with a reticular pattern 
running vertically. On the right and left of the head the 
numeral 3 is introduced in white within a minute double-lined 
circle. Above the head, on a solid straight tablet, is experi
mental in white block letters, and on another similar tablet 
below postage three pence in two lines. On comparing the 
stamps with each other slight variations may be seen, and the 
experiment, so far as each stamp being a perfect facsimile of the 
others, cannot be said to have proved successful.

The stamps were printed ten in a row on white wove un-
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watermarked paper, and were neither gummed or perforated. 
Each stamp is defaced by two white lines drawn across the plate 
diagonally. The impressions seen by us are in violet and rose
pink.

4. Messrs. Е е La Rue a n d  Co. (One Halfpenny).

In 1870 Messrs. Ее La Rue and Co. submitted a design for 
the new value then about to appear. The design consists of an 
upright rectangle, measuring f  by -J inch, or 18J by 22J mín., 
in which is the Queen’s head of the usual type to the left, set in 
a plain oval band, touching the outer left vertical and the upper 
lines of the rectangular frame. Four large squares are found 
in the angles for the lettering, the upper right and lower left of 
which are joined by a diagonal line running across the stamp, 
and severing the head and neck. The lower half thus divided 
is rendered on a plain ground of colour, on which, in large 
figures, is “  |d.” The right upright border of the frame has a 
Greek pattern, and in the lower is a plain tablet to receive an 
inscription. The impression is taken from the dio on white 
enamelled card in lake and in black.

5. W. H . H ooper (One Penny).

Mr. William Harcourt Hooper, engraver, of 28, Fleet Street, 
London, prepared and engraved on wood a design for a stamp of 
the value of one penny, in 1870.

The design consists o f a diademed head of the Queen to the 
left on a horizontally-lined ground, enclosed in an oval beaded 
frame, with a border of three lines— one thick between two 
thin ones— which at the angles form squares for the lettering. 
Ribbon scrolls respectively inscribed in block letters— postage 
on the left one, one on the upper one, and penny on the right 
one— fill in the sides and top o f the stamp, while the space 
between the lower letter blocks is occupied by a garland of 
oak and bay. The whole forms an irregular upright rectangle, 
measuring f  by J inch, or 19 by 23 mm. The impression is in 
black on India paper, and was taken from the original wood block.



The design is extremely effective, and forms a pleasing varia
tion to the monotony o f the stamps of the Government series. 
The design was not accepted.

6. Unknown (Local Postage Stamp).

W e ought not to omit to notice a stamp, dating from 1862 or 
1863, not uncommonly found in collections, but of the author
ship of which we have been unable to ascertain any particulars. 
It is engraved in line ; but from the general inferiority of the 
workmanship, the London engravere, to whom specimens have 
been submitted, are of opinion that it is country work. From 
the legend we should be led to suppose that at best it was 
intended as a specimen of workmanship, but it is also possible 
that it was produced solely for the behoof or mystification of 
collectors.

The design consists of the Royal Arms in a shield, superposed 
on a circular garter, measuring 20 mm. in diameter, on which is 
inscribed local postage stamp. This is enclosed in an upright 
rectangular frame, measuring 24 by 29 mm., with a diapered- 
pattern ground. In the upper part above, and touching the 
garter, is the Royal Crown.

The impression is in various colours, on white wove unwater
marked paper, and the stamps are neither gummed nor perforated. 
W e have seen impressions in the following colours : red, red
brown, pale and slate blue, black-grey, green and brown, in 
many of which there are several shades.
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SECTION II.

E S S A Y S , P R O O F S , A N D  T R I A L S  O F  T H E  S T A M P S  

A C T U A L L Y  IS S U E D .

1. The Line-Engraved Stamps.
W hether Mr. Bacon submitted to the Lords of the Treasury 
in 1840 any other designs for the adhesive postage labels 
besides the one which was adopted we have not been able to 
ascertain. Specimens of the work done by his firm were 
circulated in the number of the London and Westminster 
Review, in February, 1840, as illustrations of an article on the 
New System of Postage ; but it is evident, from the article 
itself, that at that time the proposals made by Mr. Bacon had 
been accepted, and the stamp which afterwards appeared was 
in progress. These specimens consisted of a group of three 
allegorical figures— Commerce, Plenty, and Art— in a circle 
surrounded by an engine-turned border, and measuring 1£ inch, 
or 29 mm. in diameter, twice repeated on an octavo sheet. On 
the same sheet were the ten commandments, engraved in a circle 

inch, or 14 mm., in diameter, and repeated sixteen times. 
These specimens were circulated to show the facility and the 
accuracy with which designs could be multiplied by Messrs. 
Bacon and Petch’s process.

When the engraving of the one penny stamp was in progress 
we find several essays and trials tending to show certain of the 
stages through which the stamp passed, and some experiments 
made during its progress.



(a) The mode in which the original die or matrix for the one 
penny and two penny stamps was prepared has already been 
described. After the exact space to bo occupied by the en
graving of the head of the Queen had been outlined on the 
background of lathe-work, it was scraped out for the purpose of 
enabling Mr. Heath to engrave the head in the vacant space. 
At this stage of the process the upper and lower tablets had not 
been added, but before the colours of the stamps were absolutely 
decided on various trials of colour were made at that time, struck 
from the background only.

The proofs taken from tho engine-turned background, without 
the tablets, and with the space for the insertion of the engraving 
of the head left blank, are on thick spongy white wove paper. 
The following colours have been seen :—

Purple-blue, deep blue, blue, light blue.
Dark brown, red-brown, umber-brown, light umber. 
Brick-red, deep red, pale red.
Black.

These were submitted by the printers pasted on small sheets 
of thick paper in three rows, showing the gradations of colour. 
One of these sheets (unfortunately not quite complete) is before 
us, and its appearance leads us to the belief that there were four, 
or perhaps six, stamps in each row, twelve or eighteen in all, 
besides one in black, which is placed by itself in the margin. 
If this conjecture is correct, other shades besides those enumer
ated must have been prepared.

The trials of colour taken from the background enabled the 
authorities to decide which to adopt for tho issue. It will be 
remembered that black was chosen for the one penny and blue 
for the twopence.

(b) Concurrently with many of these trials, experiments were 
also made of obliterating marks to be used in the Post-offices 
for cancelling the stamps ; and to avoid reference to the same 
specimens more than once, these will he noted whenever they 
occur.

On a pair of the specimens just described, in the lower row,
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and extending over both, is an essay of obliteration in black, 
consisting of V. в . in script capitals within a small central circle, 
round which is a black band, inscribed c a n c e l l e d  p o s t  p a i d  in 
white block letters, This is again enclosed in a circular band, 
with an engine-turned device, surrounded by an outer line. The 
whole design measures 28 mm. in diameter.

The Maltese cross, or croix pâtée, afterwards adopted as an 
effacing mark, is also found on some of these trials.

(c) At the salo of the effects of Mr. Charles Heath, after his 
death in November, 1848, two engraver’s proofs struck on the 
same card were disposed of, which ultimately passed into the 
collection of the late Mr. Jules Pauwels, of Torquay, and are 
now, it is believed, in the possession of some members of his 
family in Belgium.

The first of these shows the stamp before the upper and lower 
tablets were added, the background being that of the type 
subsequently issued. As the head was rather wider than the 
engraver approved, a dotted line to show the extent of the 
reductions to be made is traced inside the wider outlines. This 
dotted line gives the contour o f the bust as finally issued.

The second shows the head as altered, but with an engine- 
turned background of a different pattern to that adopted, and 
with the words p o s t a g e  o n e  p e n n y  at the foot in one line. 
The head of this latter, the background of the former, with the 
tablets added, made up the design as finally approved and 
adopted. Both of these are struck in black, and being engraver's 
proofs, are probably unique. For a more detailed account of 
them by the late Mr. Pemberton, see Philatelist, vol. ii. p. 16.

(d) It has been previously mentioned (supra, p. 76) that, 
about the month of August, 1840, in consequence of the diffi
culty of finding effectual means o f preventing fraud by the 
removal of the effacing marks, it was determined to change the 
colour of the one penny stamp from black to red, and at the same 
time experiments were made with obliterating inks variously 
prepared.

For the purpose of these trials and experiments impressions
u



of the one penny were taken by Messrs. Bacon and Petch on 
plain white avo ve paper, the upper right corner of the dies 
having been first covered with wax to prevent a complete im
pression being made. These trials for colour were struck off in 
the various inks and colours then under consideration ; the 
adhesive matter or cement was afterwards applied at the back, 
and experiments of the obliterating marks were made. The 
colours of these trials are so numerous and varied that they 
have earned for themselves the title o f the “ Rainbow Series.” 
The list subjoined contains the more striking colours ; the letter 
v appended to any implies that varieties of shades and tones of 
the particular colour exist.

Red-brown, as issued.
Red-carmine, light and dark, v.
Brick-red, a light shade.
Brown, shades of reddish, v.
Brown, shades of umber, v.
Mauve-pink, or rose-hortensia. .
Purple.
Grey, v.
Slate.
Slate-purple, v.
Blue, light and dark, v.
Slate-blue.
Black.

A  specimen is mentioned hy M. Rondot (Magasin Pittoresque, 
1863, p. 200) with the groundwork in brown and the head in 
pink. This, however, was made by simply inserting the head 
from one in the groundwork of another.

Many specimens, especially the darker shades of brown and 
blue and the red-brown, show the effects of the combined action 
of the ink and the gum on the back in producing the greenish- 
blue tinge on the paper. Wherever their presence is coincident 
in the white angle squares, as also in the corners and margins to 
which the ink has not extended, the effects o f the chemical 
action are not found. As this point has been fully discussed in
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treating of the one penny (1840) stamp it is needless to refer to 
it further here.

Several obliterating marks are found :
1. The Maltese cross, or croix pâtée, as then in use.
2. A  series of seven concentric circles round a solid centre, 

the diameter of the exterior one measuring 24 mm.
These were simply hand stamps. The experiments were made 

not only on stamps of various colours, but also with various 
kinds of obliterating inks, and were for the most part conducted 
at the Treasury, under the direction of Sir Rowland Hill. 
Specimens o f the one penny black V.R. are found with the 
above obliterations, belonging to sheets which were utilized at 
the Treasury for the purpose of these experiments.

3. A  third kind is peculiar; it presents a series of parallel 
cuts through the stamp nearly 2 mm. long, grouped together in 
pairs quite close to each other, each pair being separated from 
each other by an interval of 1^ mm. These cuts seem as if 
made by a spur-wheel, or roulette, which at the same time 
printed a succession of square black ink marks in line over the 
surface of the stamp. Whether the puncturing of the stamp 
was designed, or arose accidentally from the sharp edges of the 
roulette, cannot be stated, but of course such a result precluded 
the use of this kind of obliteration.

Various other specimens of effacing experiments are found, 
but the above are those more commonly met with.

(e) When in 1858 it was under consideration to suppress the 
Maltese crosses in the upper angles, and substitute letters in 
their places, and also to insert the number of the plate on the 
face of each stamp, specimens were printed to show the effect 
of the proposed alteration. For this purpose a roller impression 
of Die 1 of the one penny (Heath’s original head) was taken, 
from which the Maltese crosses were removed, and an assumed 
plate number of three figures (1 2  3) was engraved in the reticu
lated framework, the figures being larger and thicker than those 
afterwards adopted. The corner blocks of the plate were filled 
in with Egyptian or block letters, of a smaller size than those
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subsequently introduced. The impression was in the ordinary 
red colour, and was taken off on paper watermarked with “  large 
crown” inverted. This essay is of exceptional interest as an 
example of a stamp printed from Die L , on “ large crown” 
paper, and with letters in all the four angles. It was printed in 
1858, though, as we have seen, the changes were not carried out 
in the one penny stamp till 1861.

(ƒ  ) For some reason or other which we are unable to state 
trial sheets were struck from Plate No. 75, approved 7th 
February, 1863, the upper left corner of the dies being waxed 
so as not to take the impression. The blocks in the three other 
corners being blank, and not filled in with the lettering, it is 
evident that the impression was taken off before the plate was 
approved for use.

"We have seen the following, viz. :
1. One penny, carmine-red, on blue laid paper.
2. One penny, blue, on white wove unwatermarked paper.
This latter is of the same shade as the twopence current at

that time, and the specimen we have seen is stamped with a 
trial effacing mark in black, consisting o f a large crown in a 
plain circle, with the word Lo n d o n  and the date, 22.6.63, from 
which it арреагз probable that these sheets were used for the 
purpose of experiments in effacing marks.

(g) The British Post-office authorities having determined to 
exhibit in the Exposition Universelle of Paris in 1867 a com
plete set of all the apparatus and material used in the service of 
the Department, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co., at the instance 
o f Mr. Pearson Hill, then Under Secretary to the Post-office, 
printed in 1866 specimen sheets of the one penny from Plate 
No. 103, Series II., then current,* both in black and in carmine-

• Consequent on the clearness o f the impression of these stamps 
collectors have frequently noticed that the figure 1 o f 103, on the left side 
of the head, looks as if  the up-stroke, or “ serif”  as it is termed by 
printers, was on the wrong side of the main line o f the figure, but close 
examination will show that this appearance is created by the reticulated 
groundwork, and that the figure itself is merely a hair-lined block figure. 
This peculiarity may be noticed at the left side o f clearly-printed penny 
stamps from Plates Nos. 100 to 199 inclusive.
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red, and of the twopence, in blue, Plate No. 9. These sheets 
Avere printed on thick yellowish soft paper, which showed the 
beauty of the engraving to perfection. The paper bore no 
watermark, and was as thick as ordinary card-board.

After the close of the exhibition a few copies found their way 
into the hands of collectors. Specimens of these stamps cannot 
therefore be considered as specially rare.

(A) We only know of one proof of the one penny stamp 
printed from the plate after the letters in the lower angles had 
been inserted in a different colour to ,that in which it Avas 
issued. This Avas taken off in a dull blue tint from the first 
plate Avhen it was completed, and ready to be printed from, and 
is on the paper employed for the issue, watermarked with a 
“  small crown.” Specimens from this sheet are of the highest 
degree of rarity.

(г) In the early part of the year 1841, when the white lines 
above and beloAv the head of the Queen had been inserted on 
the roher impression of the tAvopence, a small trial plate, con
sisting of twelve stamps in three roAvs of four in each row, was 
struck off, showing the white lines above and below the head, 
and the Maltese crosses in the upper angles, Avith the letter 
blocks left blank. The stamps thus produced are not quite in 
true line, nor are they at equal distances from each other. The 
impression was taken off on paper, watermarked with the 
“ small crown” reversed, and the sheet was gummed. The 
colour Avas blue, of which two very distinct shades are found.

These proofs are not rare, being ordinarily seen in good 
collections.

(j)  In the latter part of the year 1870, proofs in various 
colours, of the one penny and twopence, were struck off from 
the matrices or original dies as retouched by Humphreys. As 
the Maltese crosses on the blocks in the upper angles wore en
graved on the dies and the blocks in the lower angles left blank, 
they appeared so on these impressions, but the white lines, dis
tinctive of the twopence, and which were only inserted on the 
roller, of course do not appear.



These impressions are carefully printed on plate paper, 
mounted on card of a yellowish tone, showing a margin the full 
size of the steel die of an inch or more all round the impression, 
thus greatly enhancing the effect of the impression.

The word new and the figure 1 were engraved on the die ; for 
they appear on the margin, embossed in plain relief, but read
ing backwards. In the twopence the words new die are also 
visible.

The one penny was printed in black, carmine, and green ;
The twopence in bluç, black, and green.
Similar proofs were also at the same time struck off from the 

original dies of the one halfpenny and the three halfpence. 
Those of the one halfpenny were printed in carmine, black, 
orange, and blue, the four angles being blank ; those of the 
three halfpence were printed, with the four angles in blank, in 
carmine-red, black, blue, and green.

The Forged One Penny.— From time to time the authorities 
have been afflicted with scares, which sometimes took the form 
of fears that the stamps were or might be forged ■ at others, 
that they were being tampered with by removing the effacing 
marks. One of these periodical seizures appeal's to have occurred 
in or about 1860, and the authorities became anxious to know 
by experiment how far the forgery of a stamp that would pass 
muster was practicable by ordinary means. For this purpose an 
imitation wae ordered to be made by an expert and skilful 
engraver, who was furnished with everything requisite to enable 
him to produce a facsimile of the one penny stamp. The 
imitation was purposely left incomplete in one angle ; but the 
impressions taken from the die exhibit differences so palpable 
that the least practised eye could not be deceived by them for a 
moment. The result appears to have reassured the authorities, 
and moreover showed the wisdom of employing a portrait as 
the principal feature of the design. It further evidenced the 
propriety not only of retaining the then existing safeguards, but 
rather of adding to them by the introduction of others, though
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the greater part of these have heen, we fear, unadvisedly 
abolished in many of the stamps during the past year.

Proofs of the imitation stamp in the colour of the one penny 
were taken from the die on plate paper, and mounted on card, 
and are to be found in official collections.

The Three Halfpence.— (a) In 1860 Messrs. Perkins, Bacon 
and Co. were directed to prepare a design for a new value of 
three halfpence. The design, as submitted by them, was only 
what may be termed a scissors and paste adaptation of the then 
current one penny, from a copy of which it was constructed, the 
portions of the lettering which it was desired to hide being 
covered with body colour. The word postage is introduced in 
a curve above the Queen’s head, and below is three halfpence 
in two lines. White letter blocks are inserted in all the four 
angles, with lettering similar to that then in use on the two
pence. The great similarity of the design with that of the one 
penny caused the authorities to reject it, and to desire another 
to be prepared, in which the difference should be more distinctly 
marked.

(iЪ) The design subsequently selected has been already 
described ; but the reduction of the postage rate contemplated 
in 1860 not having taken effect, the stock was destroyed, except 
some few sheets kept as specimens. Copies surcharged specimen 
are common ; those unsurcharged are rare. In some the blue 
action of the gum is much more apparent than on others. The 
sheet registered at Somerset House, on which the imprimatur 
is endorsed 22nd March, 1860, is deeply discoloured.

2. T h e  E m b o sse d  S t a m p s .

The Tenpence and the One Shilling.— (a) Two designs— one 
for the tenpence and the other for the one shilling— appear to 
have been submitted to the authorities in 1847 by Mr. William 
Wyon. The design of both consists of the head of the Queen, 
as engraved by him for the embossing die of one penny, and



was struck in white relief, without the addition of any pendent 
curl, in an upright octagon. Within the exterior line o f the die 
is a border, about 2 mm. in breadth, drawn in pen and ink, 
composed of zig-zags, with ornaments of dots introduced. The 
octagon measures externally 23 by 25J mm., and within the 
border, on the plain ground, the value in full is inserted with 
pen and ink in Roman capitals.

(b) In the tenpence the inscription reads downwards— postage 
in the left vertical side ; ten below the head ; and pence reading 
upwards on the right vertical side. After the introduction of 
this legend the ground was painted in water-colour a yellow tint 
o f green.

(c) In the one shilling the inscription reads upwards from the 
left vertical side, on which is postage ; above the head is one, 
and on the left vertical side shilling. The ground is painted 
in yellow buff.

These essays are on thick white unwatermarked paper, and 
are gummed at the back with a thick coating of yellowish 
gum.

(Ď) Two copies of the octagonal die last described were subse
quently struck at a distance of 4 mm. apart on thick cream- 
coloured “ Dickinson” paper, similar to that on which the stamps 
themselves were afterwards struck and issued, but the threads 
passing horizontally across the stamps instead of vertically. They 
were struck in plain colour. In one pair the ground is pea-green, 
and was submitted as a trial of colour for the one shilling ; the 
other pair, submitted as trials of colour for the tenpence, have a 
ground of yellow in two shades, the one a bright yellow and the 
other chrome yellow.

The backs of these trials are gummed with good yellowish- 
coloured gum.

In the stamps as subsequently prepared the same octagonal 
die was preserved, but on the suggestion of Mr. Ormond Hill, 
was furnished with an engine-turned border, the work of the 
late Mr. Moss, an engraver employed for this purpose by Mr. 
Ormond Hill.
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(c) Previous to the insertion of the date plugs in the die of 
the one shilling, a proof was, in 1855, struck in the normal 
colour, green, on white wove unwatermarked paper.

The Sixpence.— A similar proof was struck at the same time 
from Die No. 4 of the sixpence, in lilac, on white wove un
watermarked paper, before the insertion of the date plugs.

3 . T h e  T y p e - P r i n t e d  S t a m p s .

The Fourpence.— (a) The first design prepared in 1855 by 
Messrs. De La Eue and Co., showed the head o f the Queen to 
the left in a circle, in an upright rectangular frame o f similar 
size with that of the stamp subsequently prepared and issued. 
Above and below the circle are plain straight tablets, touching 
the circle and completing the parallelogram. On the upper 
tablet is postage, and on the lower four pence, the spandrels 
being filled in with a reticulated pattern.

The impression was taken from the die in carmine on white 
enamelled card.

(b) A  trial impression in a dub shade of vermilion was 
taken from Plate No. 8 (supra, p. 115), approved 15th August, 
1865, on a sheet of white wove un watermarked paper, which 
was afterwards gummed, but not perforated.

(c) In August, 1868, proofs were struck from Die III. (supra, 
p. 115) for trials of colour. The impressions, being struck from 
the die, show the letter and date blocks in solid colour. They 
were struck in rose and in blue on white enamelled card.

The Sixpence.— (a) Proofs from Die I. (supra, p. 119) were, 
in 1856, taken in emerald green, and also in clear violet of a 
paler shade than that afterwards adopted for the issue. These 
proofs were struck on white enamelled card.

(b) Proofs on white wove unwatermarked paper were taken 
off, in two shades of green, from Plate No. 1, approved 29th 
March, 1856, and also in green on thick soft card.



On these last proofs experimental trials o f obliterations were 
made. The design of the obliterating stamp consisted of a single
lined circle, measuring 1 inch or 25£ mm. in diameter, in which 
was a Royal Crown, with the date 2. 4. 56 below. In a curve 
above was helmsley, the name of a post-town in Yorkshire, but 
no obliterating marks of this pattern were ever adopted.

(c) Proofs from Die II., prepared for Plate No. 3, with a 
hyphen, were struck off in black, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper, previously to the issue. ( Vide supra, p. 121.)

(d) Similar proofs were also struck off in August, 1864, from 
Die III., prepared for Plate No. 5 (supra, p. 122), the impres
sion from which was approved 30th December following. These 
were struck off in black on white enamelled card, and show the 
die with the letter blocks and all the four circles in blank, and 
also with the upper circles filled in with stars.

(e) Some sheets for trials of colours were printed from Plate 
No. 6, Issue III. (supra, p. 122), and from Plate No. 9, Issue 
IY. (supra, p. 123). The former are printed on white wove 
unwatermarked paper, and were not gummed or perforated ; the 
latter were printed on the paper of the issue watermarked with 
“  spray of rose,” and were gummed, but not perforated.

These sheets were, we believe, printed in 1870, to assist the 
authorities in deciding upon the colour which should be adopted 
for the new type of this value then in preparation, inasmuch 
as so late as April, 1869, a sheet was printed in lilac from Plate 
No. 10 (which was never brought into use) for the reception of 
the imprimatur, and the next plate (No. 11), brought into use 
in January, 1872, was of Type II. The impression from this 
latter plate on which the imprimatur is endorsed is in chestnut- 
brown, one of the shades to be found among the trials printed 
from Plate No. 9.

(1 ) From Plate No. 6, on white wove unwatermarked paper, 
we find impressions in vermilion, green, and ultramarine blue.

(2) From Plate No. 9, on white wove paper, watermarked 
“  spray of rose,” we find impressions in orange, ochre-yellow, 
brown-red, and clear chesnut-brown.
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The One Shilling.—The first designs for the stamp of this 
value submitted in 1856 show the head of the Queen as finally 
chosen, but with considerable differences in the construction of 
the stamp.

(a) The head is on a groundwork of fine horizontal lines, 
enclosed in a beaded circle, touching the sides and top of the 
rectangular frame. Below, in two lines, is postage— one 
shilling, in white block letters, on a straight tablet of solid 
colour. The spandrels are filled in with a reticulated pattern 
somewhat similar to that of Die I.

The impression is in red-brown on enamelled card.
On the back of the specimen from which the above de

scription is taken is a design in pencil of the watermark pro
posed for adoption, composed o f the heraldic emblems, disposed 
in a curve both at the top and the bottom of the stamp— a rose 
in the centre, and the thistle and shamrock on either side.

(b) This design is very similar to that ultimately selected, 
but the oval band enclosing the head is wider, reducing the 
space left for the head. Above the head, on a solid curved 
tablet with rounded ends, is postage, and on a similar incurved 
tablet below one shilling, in clear block letters. The rest of 
the oval band is filled in with a scroll-pattern of fine lines, and 
the rectangular frame is composed o f similar lines differently 
disposed. The pattern of the filling in of the spandrels is 
similar to that of the previous essay.

The impression was struck in carmine, on white enamelled 
card.

(c) This essay is similar to the last, except that the scroll- 
pattern on the sides of the oval border is suppressed, and the 
heraldic emblems of the rose, shamrock, and thistle introduced. 
The rectangular frame is also changed, and composed of three 
coloured lines, the innermost of which is incurved at the angles, 
and a small ornament introduced.

The impression is in pale blue, on white enamelled card.
(d) The next essay presents the stamp as approved and issued 

(see illustration, p. 129), and is printed on glazed white wove



unwatermarked paper. W e have seen it in carmine, in green, 
and in ultramarine-blue.

There are white dots in the two lower and in the upper left 
corners. The specimen printed in carmine is defaced with a 
white cross scratched across the stamp, and all are found heavily 
effaced with an oval hand-stamped mark, which is evidently a 
trial of an obliterating mark.

(e) A proof impression on thin white wove unwatermarked 
paper was taken from the Plate No. 1, in the same shade of 
green as was adopted for the issue. Specimens of these are 
commonly found defaced by an oblique pen stroke across the 
stamp.

The Ninepence.— (a) In 1861 a proof from Die I. {supra, 
p. 134) was taken off in black on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

(ò) A  design, differing in many particulars from the stamp as 
issued, was subsequently prepared by Messrs. De La Rue, but 
at what period we are unable to state positively, nor do we know 
with what object it was prepared, unless it were in  contempla
tion of the construction of a new typo for the value. Аз a 
matter of course, the sole points of difference are to be found 
in the treatment of the frame, the principal of them being— the 
edge of the nine-curved line surrounding the head is ornamented 
with crescent-shaped dots, instead of consisting of plain lines as 
in the stamp ; the reticulated pattern o f the spandrels is vertically 
disposed, but coarser in design. The inscriptions, postage, 
nine pence, are in Roman characters in white, on solid coloured 
tablets. In the angle squares the letters are small, and are 
enclosed in single lined circles. The letters on the specimens 
before us, inserted in the upper letter blocks, are v. a. ; in the 
lower one, c. o., the signification o f which we are unable to 
state.

Copies of this frame were printed in two colours— olive-ochre 
and light brown-red— and the interior portion being removed, 
the frame was pasted on to a head taken from another stamp.
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That printed in olive-ochre is pasted on to a fiscal stamp pre
pared for the “ Suitors’ Fee Fund account of the Court of 
Chancery that printed in light red-hrown, on a head taken 
from a stamp watermarked with “  spray of rose.” The presence 
of this watermark on the head introduced is somewhat remark
able, as it is not found on any stamp prior to 1867. The intro
duction of small lettering, and the absence of any provision for 
the insertion of the number of the plates, would rather tend to 
indicate a retrograde movement. The only supposition which 
appears to us to be probable is, that it was a preliminary design 
for a modification of the ninepence. It will be remembered 
that the demand for this value suddenly ceased, in consequence 
of a change in the rate of postage, and Plate No. 5, approved 
April, 1866, was never brought into use. It may be that an 
intention existed of changing the design of the successor to 
Plate No. 5, and that the absence of further call for the stamp 
put an end to the project. W e have chronicled the facts, the 
explanation we must leave to others.

The Threepence.—The die for this stamp was prepared in 
1861, and as the design for the head of the Queen had already 
been accepted, the only portion which gave scope for originality 
was the treatment of the frame.

(a) In the design as at first prepared the trilobed horder 
ultimately approved of was introduced into the rectangular 
frame upside down, as compared with the stamp afterwards 
issued. The spaces between the border and the rectangular 
lines of the frame were filled in with a minute groundwork, 
and in the angles were introduced letters reading diagonal-wise, 
и. Ü. N. T.

Proofs of the die of this border wore taken off on white 
enamelled card in blue and also in carmine.

(ib) The inner space from the proof of the border taken off 
in carmine having been removed, the border was pasted on a 
5s. “ Matrimonial Causes ” stamp bearing the approved design of 
the Queen's head, which was also in carmine. The effect was



not satisfactory, and it was determined to invert the frame, 
which was accordingly done.

(c) The frame being inverted, the legends were changed so as 
to read properly in the new position o f the framework, and as 
so altered, the design was approved. Л plate (No. 1) was con
structed, but the impressions not being satisfactory it was not 
used, and a second plate (No. 2) was constructed, the impression 
from which was approved 17th October, 1861.

Before the printing had advanced far it was determined to 
suppress the pattern between the trilobed border and the rect
angular frame, and the die was altered accordingly. Plate No. 
2 appears also to have been altered by scraping away the pattern, 
and in its altered state was again approved 19th March, 1862.

The impressions taken from Plate No. 2, struck previously to 
the alteration, were not only perforated ready for issue, but 
many had been surcharged “  specimen ” for distribution to the 
postmasters, and it is believed that a few were actually sent 
out; the bulk, however, of the impression was destroyed. 
These “ specimen” stamps are by no means uncommon, but 
copies not so surcharged are very rarely met with.

(d) Proofs from Die II. (supra, p. 138), with solid letter and 
number blocks, were struck in black on white enamelled card.

(e) Proofs of Plate No. 4, constructed from the last-mentioned 
die, with the plate number and letters inserted, were struck in 
November, 1864, on white wove un watermarked paper.

Die Proofs o f Series Current in 1870.
(a) In the year 1867 proofs in various colours of the tenpence, 

two shillings, and five shillings, issued on the 1st July, 1867, 
were, at the instance of the Post Office, struck from the original 
dies for the Paris Exhibition, the letter blocks and those for the 
numbers of the dies being in blank. The specimens were beau
tifully printed, and the colours displayed great purity of tone.

(b) In 1870 proofs in various colours were also taken from the 
whole of the original dies prepared by Messrs. De La Kue and 
Co., belonging to stamps that were then in use. Those, taking
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them in the order of the facial value of the stamps, were as 
follows :

(1) In 1870, the threepence, Die II. {supra, p. 139), in 
carmine, black, lilac-rose, yellow, and brown.

(2) In 1870, the fourpence, Die III. {supra, p. 115), in 
vermilion, black, ochre-yellow, and mauve.

(3) In 1870, the sixpence, Die IV., in lilac, mauve, and 
brown.

(4) In 1870, the ninepence, Die II. {supra, p. 135), in 
bistro, black, mauve, and yellow.

(5) In 1867 and 1870, the tenfence {supra, p. 142), in 
chestnut-brown, black, green, azure blue, lilae-rose, orange, car
mine, bistre, and brown.

(6) In 1870, the one shilling, Die IIL  {supra, p. 131), in 
green, purple, black, and brown.

(7) In 1867 and 1870, the two shillings {supra, p. 143), in 
blue-black, rose-lilac, ochre-yellow, green, and chestnut-brown.

(8) In 1867 and 1870, the five shillings {supi-а, p. 145), in 
carmine, black, brown, blue-green, and orange.

Trials on Paper Chemically Prepared.
Early in 1871 the Post-office authorities, desiring to see 

whether the paper could not be so prepared as to prevent the 
stamps printed thereon from being tampered with, caused sheets 
of the paper then in current use to undergo a peculiar prepara
tion, which stained them a green hue, more or less intense, the 
hand-made paper issued to Perkins, Bacon, and Co. not showing 
it so much as the wove paper on which De La Rue and Co. 
printed.

W e believe that the trials then made embraced those of 
ingredients to mix with the ink, and which were intended to 
conduce to the result in view •, namely, an immediate detection 
if any acid or detergent were applied to the stamp.

From the current plates, and on the paper of the issue thus 
prepared, Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co. printed trials as 
under ; viz. :

ESSAYS, PROOFS, AND TRIALS. 3 0 3



304: POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

Id., carmine, from Plate 121. 
l£d. ,, ,, 1.
2d., blue „  13.

and Messrs. De La Rue and Co.—
3d., carmine, from Plate 5.
4d., vermilion „  12.
6d., lilac „  9.
Is., green „ 4.

Thes stamps were gummed, but not perforated. The result 
of the experiments on the paper so prepared was not satisfactory, 
and the proposed system was in consequence never adopted.

4 . T h e  “ M u l r e a d y ”  C o v e r s .

1. Two species o f proofs only are known of the design for 
the face of the cover and envelope made by the late W . 
Mulready, r.a., the one being an engraver’s proof, and the other 
a printer’s proof.

(a) Before any stereo-plates were constructed from the wood 
block engraved by Mr. John Thompson, a few proofs were 
struck off in black on India paper. These are strictly of the 
class known as engraver’s or artist’s proofs, and are o f great 
softness in tone and delicacy in execution. They are of the 
highest degree of rarity.. It is said that six impressions only 
were taken off, one of which, with the original pencil sketch of 
the design, was sold, in 1864, after the death o f Mr. Mulready, 
at the sale of his effects, for twenty guineas.*

(b) Proofs were taken from the stereo-plate before the lettering 
was introduced, both on India paper and on thickish green-grey 
paper. These are printer’s proofs, and are readily distinguish
able from those taken from the wood block by the greater 
thickness of the lines, especially those of the rectangular frame 
inclosing the design, and by the coarser character of the impres
sion generally. Both of these impressions are of considerable 
rarity, though copies are met with in the best collections.

* The original block is in the South Kensington Museum.
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2. There are several essays of the component parte of the 
covers as subsequently issued, some of which are also applicable 
to the envelopes, of which, as distinct from the covers, no essays 
are known to exist.

(a) A  half-sheet of paper, measuring 9 by 8 inches, on the 
lower part of the face of which is post town— penny stamp. 
In four columns, two at each end, are tables of the prices of the 
stamps, with various directions and other information for the 
public, slightly differing in phraseology from those on the covers 
as ultimately issued, and in smaller and thicker type.

There is a space for inserting the address o f the sender of the 
letter, and a notice that if the party to whom it is addressed 
cannot be found, the letter is to be returned to the sender. This 
notice, when the cover is folded, appears on the reverse side.

On the specimen from which this description is taken there 
are pencil lines indicating where the “  Dickinson ” threads are 
to pass, and the schedule of prices has been corrected. On the 
front space Sir Rowland Hill has made the following note, “  A  
design with a figure of Britannia in the middle. This figure 
constitutes the essential part of the stamp.”

The impression is in black on white wove unwatermarked 
paper.

(5) A  half-sheet of paper to fold as a cover, with the space on 
the face for the design left blank, with marginal columns of 
printed matter, as in the covers ultimately issued, but similar 
in type and phraseology to that of (a), the columns of printing 
and the address space being framed with thick black lines. The 
remainder o f the sheet is covered with a minute engine-turned 
pattern, with an inner fancy-bordering, the word postage being 
introduced in the same way as it appeared on the covers actually 
issued. When the cover is folded as a letter the back appears 
entirely covered with the pattern. The impression is in black, 
on plain white wove paper.

(c) This is the same as the last, save that the “  Mulready ” 
design is introduced into the blank space on the face, and inten
tionally blurred to prevent improper use being made of the

x



specimen. The printed matter in the columns was reset, with 
some slight differences, and turned so as to read the other end 
uppermost. The impression is in black, on plain white wove 
paper.

(d) This is similar to the last, hut the engine-turned pattern 
is suppressed except in one place, shaped like a tablet, a little 
above the head of Britannia. This has evidently been done by 
covering over with paper the parts intended to be left blank. 
The columns of printed matter are separated by thick double 
lines. The impression is in black, on plain white wove paper.

(e) This is similar to the last, except that the tablet is sup
pressed, and the engine-turned pattern is allowed to appear 
about half an inch round the outer edges, and the lines separating 
the columns of print are thick and single. Two thick lines are 
also added on the front, covering the spaces where the engraver’s 
name and the value are usually found. The impression is in 
black, on plain white wove paper.

(ƒ) Similar to (e), save that the whole of the engine-turned 
device appears on the back of the cover when folded, as (h).

All the above ате of exceptional interest and rarity, being 
probably unique. The design selected was the tablet o f (d), 
in which the word p o st a g e  was introduced, the rest of tho 
engine-turned work being effaced, and the tablet enclosed in a 
single-lined frame.
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3. In addition to the proofs above described, a proof of the 
twopence was struck in blue, on “  Dickinson ” paper, with two 
pink threads and one blue running vertically down the face of 
the sheet, which measures 8$ by 7£ inches. This proof was 
discovered by the late Mr. Pemberton, and described by him in 
the Philatelical Journal, 1872, p. 198.

It is struck from the stereo-plate, and has the value inserted 
on the face, as also the tablet with postage on it, but there are 
no printed instructions at the ends nor any number on the plate, 
such as was introduced in the ordinary impressions. It appears 
to be a printers’ proof from one of the first stereo-plates, and as
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such is carefully printed. Mr. Pemberton’s account is inaccurate 
so far аз it supposes that there are any differences either in the 
printing or the size of the tablet, between this and the cover as 
actually issued. We have carefully examined the specimen 
which is before us, and have ascertained the fact beyond the 
possibility of doubt.

5 . E n v e l o p e s  w it h  E m b o s s e d  S t a m p s .

1. The One Penny, Die —The greater part of the essays and 
trials were made from dies struck by Mr. W. Wyon, without 
the addition of any pendent curl behind the head of the Queen. 
As before stated, the curls were added and varied in the 
secondary dies constructed for each particular value.

The reticulated lathe-work on the border of Die I. of the 
one penny was executed by Mr. Deacon (long in the employ of 
the late Mr. Charles Whiting), one of the best engravers of that 
species of work that this or any other country has ever pro
duced; and all that was subsequently produced by Mr. Moss 
and by Messrs. De La Rue suffers in comparison with the beauty 
and finish characterising Mr. Deacon’s handiwork. This is 
apparent not only in Die I. o f the one penny, and that of the 
twopence subsequently constructed, but also perhaps even more 
remarkably in some of the various trials and essays made pre
viously to the final acceptance of the design.

W e are unable to give the dates when these designs were 
severally executed, but we will endeavour to describe them in 
the order in which we think it probable that they were prepared 
and submitted to the authorities.

(a) The embossed head of the Queen has no pendent curl. 
The specimen shows the full size of the die, which is circular, 
with a diameter of 1T\  inch, or 37 mm. The border İ3 com
posed of two upright oval bands, the external one measuring 
1^ by 1 ^  inch, or 30 by 37 mm. The interior oval is com
posed of a network of fine lines in chain pattern, and the 
exterior one of a close network of wavy lines, the upper portion
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of which is cleared to receive a curved solid tablet, on which is 
inscribed postage one penny in Roman capitals, embossed in 
white. At the bottom of this frame a bouquet of the heraldic 
flowers is engraved over the network of the border.

The impression is struck in pink, on thick soft white card.
(b) This is the same as the above, but the die is cut away so 

as to show only an impression of the shape of the oval. A  
pendent curl is added resembling that afterwards adapted to 
Die II.

The impressions from the die as so modified are found in blue 
o f a very pure full tone, in very deep blue, and in a fine choco
late-brown.

(c) The design resembles (a) in many respects ; the margins 
of the die are not removed, and there is no pendent curl. The 
head is surrounded by two oval bands, the innermost being of 
the same pattern as that o f (a) and (b), and the pattern o f the 
exterior one is also similar to the preceding, but is continued all 
round instead of being cut away to receivo the solid tablet. The 
legend, postage one penny, is engraved on the upper part of 
this border in block shaded letters, and the bouquet in the 
lower part is made smaller and less spreading. The impressions 
are struck on thick white wove unwatermarked paper, in bright 
blue, on a half-sheet of rough paper, note size, and in deep blue 
on a half-sheet of glazed note paper.

(d) The same as the last, with the exception that the margin 
of the die has been removed so as only to show the oval. The 
size of the bouquet at the lower part of the exterior frame is 
again reduced ; the upper part is cleared of the design, and a 
solid tablet introduced, with the inscription postage Id., half 
oz., all in white block letters. Impressions were struck—

(1) On thin white wove unwatermarked paper, in plain white 
relief and in black.

(2) On thick white wove unwatermarked paper, in pink, 
chocolate-brown, pale blue, and deep green.

(3) On laid hand-made paper, in black and pale dull blue.
(4) On thick soft white card, in black.
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(e) Tho external oval is entirely suppressed, and the impres
sion shows a circular die 1 Jg inch, or 27 mm. in diameter. The 
impression is struck in deep blue, on thick soft card ; no letter
ing or value expressed.

( / )  Tho head, also without pendent curl, is struck on a 
circular die of İJ inch, or 32 mm. in diameter. Tho head is 
enclosed in a single oval border, the minor axis of which 
measures 22£ and the major 25 mm., and the border being of 
the same breadth as before, greater width is allowed for the 
head. The pattern of the border is similar to that o f the 
interior one in those previously described, but it is re-engraved 
in a superior style. Tho upper part is removed to receive a 
solid tablet, with the inscription, postage one penny, in white 
Roman capitals. Impressions were struck on thick soft card, in 
deep blue and dark Vandyke brown.

This is evidently an entirely fresh die, and is remarkable for 
its finish and beauty.

(g) Same as (ƒ  ), but the circular margin of the die has been 
cut away, leaving the oval only. The impression is struck in 
black, on thick white wove unwatermarked paper.

(A) The same as the last, but the solid tablet is removed, and 
the engine-turned pattern continued round the whole of the oval 
border, and in the upper part the legend postage one penny is 
introduced in the lathe-work of the border in sunken block 
letters. The initials w.w. are indented on the base of the bust 
o f these specimens. Specimens are found struck—

(1) On yellowish wove un watermarked paper, in pale blue, 
slate-grey, dull brown, and vermilion.

(2) On bluish laid paper, in pale blue and vermilion.
(3) On thick soft yellowish card, in black.
(i) The single oval frame enclosing tho head is rather shorter 

than in the last. The pattern o f the lathe-work is similar, but 
the upper part is removed to receive a solid tablet, with the in
scription postage one penny in white Roman capitals. The 
exterior line of the oval is beaded. The impression is struck on 
thick soft yellowish card, in pink.



( j ) The head, with a pendent curl similar to that afterwards 
adopted for Die II., is enclosed in an oval border, the solid 
interior ground being not quite so wide as in the preceding 
essay (г). The lathe-work on the border is of a similar pattern 
to the previous, and is continued all round. In the upper part 
is the legend postage one penny, introduced into the lathe- 
work in large sunken block coloured letters, which are outlined 
by a fine embossed white lino in the lathe-work. The impression 
is struck on white wove unwatermarked paper, in black and in 
a yellowish-pink, and on thick soft yellowish card in deep blue 
and dark Vandyke brown.

(k) This essay consists of a design for the oval band only, 
the head not being introduced. A  portion of the border, equal 
to about three-fourths of the whole circumference, has the 
engine-turned work duplicated as in the one penny embossed 
stamp subsequently adopted. An exterior line is added to the 
ovaL The impression is taken off on thin white enamelled 
card in pale ultramarine-blue.

(l) The head, with the pendent curl o f the one penny en
velope, Die I., is introduced into an oval frame similarly 
engine-turned to that last described, but with the duplicated 
portion much closer, and there is no additional external line 
round the border. There are no inscriptions on the border, nor 
are the initials found on the base of the bust. The impression 
was struck from the original die, as chosen for the one penny 
envelope before the inscription was engraved on the border, and 
is on white enamelled paper, in bright ultramarine-blue.

(m) The same as the last (l), but with the legend postage 
one penny engraved on the engine-turned border in sunken 
block letters. The impression was struck from the original die 
as finally approved of, and not from the working die, in which 
the initials and die numbers were introduced. The impression 
is in deep blue, and also in a paler shade on yellowish soft 
card.
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one penny was constructed in 1860 by Messrs. Do La Rue and 
Co., as mentioned in Sup., p. 174.

A proof of this die, before the index number of the die or 
the initials of Mr. W yon were inserted on the base of the bust, 
was struck in plain relief on white card.

3. The Three Halfpence.-— (a) The border for this die was 
engraved by Messrs. De La Rue as a pendant to the adhesive 
stamp of similar value, prepared in 1860 by Messrs. Porkins, 
Bacon and Co.

Proofs of the border as designed were struck off in lilac on 
thick white card, and in yellow and rose-pink on thin white 
enamelled card.

On the two first mentioned specimens from which this 
description is taken, a head of the Queen, cut out from an im
pression struck for some other stamp, is pasted within the 
border, showing the effect the stamp would produce when 
completed.

(b) The design of the bolder last described having been 
approved with some slight modifications, it was engraved on a 
die furnished with a head struck on it from Mr. W yon’s die. 
Proofs, with the die date of 2nd April, 1860, were struck from 
the working die, No. 1, marked 1 w. w., in rose-pink, on white 
laid paper, of a size resembling the face of an envelope.

A  copy of the 1 Jd. adhesive, surcharged, in black, s p e c i m e n , 

in block letters, is usually found affixed to the face of these 
proofs alongside the embossed stamp.

(c) In August, 1872, proofs were again taken from the same 
working die, marked 1 w. w., in rose-pink, on white laid paper.

4. The Threepence.— (a) The border for this die was engraved 
by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., and was prepared in a similar 
manner to No. 3 last described. Proofs of this border were struck 
in carmine, on white enamelled card, with a head of the Queen 
pasted in the centre, showing the effect the stamp would produce 
when completed.



(6) The design last described having been approved, was, with 
some slight modifications in detail, engraved on a die furnished 
with a head struck from Mr. W yon’s die. Proofs from the die 
as so completed (not from a working die) were struck on white 
enamelled card, in violet and carmine.

5. The Fourpence.— The border for this die was engraved by 
Messrs. Do La Rue. Whether any design was submitted to the 
authorities, prepared as in the two previous cases, we are unable 
to say ; but we have before us a proof, from the original die, 
struck in vermilion, on white wove paper.*

6. P roofs of N ewspaper W rappers.

(а) Prior to the die for the halfpenny stamp impressed on the 
wrappers being hardened, a proof was struck, on the 1st June, 
1870, by Messrs. De La Rue and Co., in a full rich tone of 
green, on white enamelled card. The impression shows three 
solid discs of colour where the date plugs were subsequently 
inserted, each being marked with a small white cross.

(б) Another proof was taken from the die after hardening, 
also before the date numbers were inserted, and is struck on 
plain yellowish wove unwatermarked paper, in a dull shade o f 
blue, being merely a trial of colour.

(c) A  proof was struck in black, on white wove unwater
marked paper, from a plate as completed, with the date 1. 10. 
70. inserted in the die.

(d) Like the last, but plugs with floriated ornaments, as now 
(1881) in use, are inserted in place of those bearing the date 
numerals. The impression is in black on white enamelled 
card.

There exist in Messrs. De La Rue and Co.’s private collection 
proofs of (c) in black on white enamelled card.

* Proofs struck from the original dies are distinguishable from those 
struck from the working dies by the absence of the index number, as in 
the original die neither this nor the initials are inserted on the base of 
the bust, nor are the holes for the date plugs drilled.
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In the same collection is also found a similar proof of the oval 
stamp of one penny as employed for the wrapper of that value.

7. P roofs of P ost C ards.

Following their usual practice, Messrs. De La Rue and Co. 
struck proofs in black both before and after the die was hardened.

(а) The first exactly corresponds with the larger-sized card as 
issued, save that it is struck, in black, from the die, on plain 
wove paper o f ordinary thickness, before the lines in the stamp 
over the Queen’s face and neck were a little lightened towards 
the left side and lights introduced there.

(б) The second is struck from the die after these alterations 
were made, and is in black on thick buff card, rather deeper in 
shade than that employed for the issue.

This is marked by hand “  No. 2.”
(c) Is from the same die, struck in lilac, on thick white card, 

showing vertical laid lines on its face.
(d) This is the same, and is printed on buff card as issued, 

marked by hand “  specimen proof.” It is finely printed in a 
rich full shade of lilac. The reverse of the card shows horizon
tally-laid lines.

(e) This is similar to the preceding, with the word s p e c im e n  

in plain block letters printed across tho stamp, and extending 
22 mm.

(ƒ) This is a simple proof, in all respects conformable to the 
issue, save that it was printed in July, 1870. The stamp and 
border is of a remarkably deep colour, deeper than (d), and far 
deeper than that of any card issued.

The size of the frames in all the above six proofs is 109 by 
74 mm.

(g) This is a proof of the smaller-sized card, the framo 
measuring 112 by 65 mm. This proof was submitted for size 
of the card only, as the border, legend, Royal Arms, and word 
“  To,” are introduced, but not the stamp. Below “  To ” is an 
oblong tablet of plain colour, 85 by 11 mm., to show that there



would be room for the address. It is printed in black on 
thickish vertically-laid paper o f a light buff tint.

All the above seven proofs have the Royal Arms, with the 
misformed n  of p e n s e  in the Garter motto, and the word “  To ” 
on the face.

In the archives of the Commissioners at Somerset House, and 
also in Messrs. De La Rue and Co.'s private collection, proofs in 
black, on white enamelled card, from the die of the stamp of 
1878, with h a l f p e n n y  in a  curve above the Queen’s head, and 
o f the Id., H d., and l jd ,  cards are to be found.
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TELEGRAPH STAMPS.

I .

P R IV A T E  T E L E G R A P H  C O M PA N IE S.

It would be foreign to the object of tho present work to enter 
into the origin or history of the electric telegraph, or of its 
establishment as a medium of communication ; the fact that 
the charges for the transmission of messages were in many in
stances defrayed by means o f franked forms or special adhesive 
stamps is that which renders the following short remarks 
germane to the purposes of this treatise.

After the genius and the labours of the telegraph engineers 
had removed the invention from the category o f mere scientific 
experiment to that of practical utility, the great railway com
panies were naturally among the first to adopt the system. Being 
owners of the land bordering on the lines o f the railway, they 
were enabled to place the requisite poles and wires without ob
struction, and the enormous facilities aiforded by this system of 
communication in the conduct of their business very speedily 
led to the introduction of telegraphs on all the main lines.

The railway companies soon perceived that a substantial 
addition to their revenuo might be derived from permitting the 
public to transmit messages by their telegraphs, and that the 
telegraphic staff and fixed plant could at the same time serve



their original purpose as an adjunct to the efficient working of 
the railway undertaking.

From these beginnings the telegraph system sprang. Its 
success became so immediately apparent that as early as 1816 
the Electric Telegraph Company was established with statutory 
powers, for the purpose of transmitting inland messages for the 
public, and not merely as an accessory to a railway line.

The example thus set was followed by the incorporation of 
the Submarine, the Magnetic, and the United Kingdom Tele
graph Companies, under various private Acts of Parliament. 
Under similar Acts, by Royal Charter, or under the provisions 
o f the Joint Stock Companies Act, 1856, allowing limited 
liability, the British and Irish Magnetic, the London District, 
and various other electric telegraph companies were incorporated.

The extensive use which had been made by the public of the 
facilities afforded by the telegraph system induced the United 
Kingdom Electric Telegraph Company to carry its wires along 
the sides of the high roads, and for this purpose, after obtaining 
the assent of the local authorities, it proceeded to set up posts 
and wires by the road sides. In taking this course the Company 
had, however, ignored the rights of the public, which could only 
be abridged by the powers of an Act of Parliament; and in 
consequence it was speedily confronted by an indictment for 
infringing the public right by setting up posts along the sides of 
a high road in the county of Bucks. The case was tried before 
Baron Martin and a special jury at the Bucks Lent Assizes in 
1862,* when the judge directed the jury that the highway 
extended over the entire space between the fences, whether 
metalled and made into a road or not. The defendants were 
found guilty, and the Court of Queen’s Bench subsequently 
upheld the view of the judge as accurately defining the law, 
the Court saying that if the defendants wished to act as they 
had done, they must take the constitutional course o f obtaining 
the sanction o f the Legislature.

* Regina ». The United Kingdom Electric Telegraph Company Limited, 
2 B. and S. 617 n.
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Consequent on this decision the United Kingdom Electric 
Telegraph Company applied to Parliament, and obtained an Act 
(25 and 26 Viet. c. cxxxi.) conferring on the Company the 
necessary powers to lay telegraph avires in or over streets, roads, 
houses, and by the sides of roads and wastes, making compensa
tion to all persons injured for damage done, giving control over 
the placing of the posts and wires to the local authorities, and 
in the interest of the public at large imposing a maximum scale 
of charges for the transmission of messages, which the Company 
could not exceed.

Several of the electric telegraph companies had previously 
obtained special Acts, and it became an accepted doctrine that to 
enable a telegraph company to work its business efficiently 
Parliamentary powers were necessary, and ultimately nearly all 
the telegraph companies obtained such powers.

In 1867 the project of vesting the administration of the entire 
inland telegraphic system in the Postmaster-General, on behalf 
of the public, which had for some time previously been advocated 
by the Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce and by the late J. Lewis 
Ricardo, the chairman of the Electric Telegraph Company, was 
forced on the attention of the authorities, the measure being 
eagerly supported by the public. The varying rates charged by 
the different companies, and the delays and irregularities in the 
transmission of messages, formed a well-founded grievance on 
the part of the public, and this, added to the sanguine expecta
tions of the revenue derivable from the system, i f  placed under 
efficient government working, that had been formed by the 
officials connected with the Post-office, induced the Ministry in 
1868 to bring in a Bill to enable the Postmaster-General to 
purchase the undertakings of the inland telegraph companies. 
This biU subsequently became law as the “ Telegraph Act,
1868, ” and under its provisions, and of another Act passed in
1869, the Postmaster-General, in 1869 and 1870, acquired the 
undertakings of the several companies then carrying on the 
business of transmitting inland telegraphic messages.

Of the companies in existence at the period of the transfer of



the inland system to the Postmaster-General, the seven under
mentioned were making use of, or had at some period of their 
career made use of, franked message forms or adhesive stamps for 
franking messages, and it is these which we propose to consider.

These companies were—
1. T he Electric and I nternational T elegraph Company.
2. T he S ubmarine T elegraph C ompany.
3. T he British and I rish M agnetic T elegraph Company 

L imited.
4. T he U nited K ingdom E lectric T elegraph Company 

L imited.
5. T he U niversal P rivate Telegraph Company L imited.
6. T he L ondon D istrict, afterwards T he L ondon and 

P rovincial Telegraph Company L imited.
7. T he South-Eastern R ailway C ompany.
In addition to the above there was a company incorporated 

under the name o f  ( 8 )  B o n e l l i ’ s  E l e c t r ic  T e l e g r a p h  C o m 

p a n y , which had caused stamps to be manufactured in anticipa
tion that it would commence business,, but inasmuch as this 
never was the case, these stamps can only be classed among 
those prepared for service but never actually issued. 1

1. T he E lectric T elegraph Company.

This Company, subsequently known as the Electric and Inter
national Telegraph Company, was the oldest of all the companies, 
having been founded in 1846. Under the powers of its special 
Acts of Parliament, it organized a very extensive system of 
inland telegraphs, and also in connection therewith worked 
submarine cables to several parts of the Continent. Mr. John 
Lewis Ricardo was the first chairman of the Company, and so 
continued till 1859, and distinguished himself as one of the 
earliest promoters of the movement in favour of the purchase of 
the inland telegraph system by the government. The entire 
undertaking of the Company was, about the close of the year 
1869, acquired by the Post-office at the price of £2,938,826.
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F R A N K E D  M E S S A G E  P A P E R .

In 1851, the year of the Great Exhibition, the Company- 
introduced a mode of enabling the public to send telegraph 
messages without the necessity of making the payment at the 
time in cash. For this purpose it issued a “  franked message 
paper,’1 at the price of one shilling. On the face o f this paper 
it was stated that “  this sheet franks a message not exceeding 
twenty words to any of the Electric Telegraph Company’s 
stations within a circuit of fifty miles,” and that additional 
words were to be prepaid at the rate of 3d. per word. On the 
back were printed various regulations* and instructions, together 
with the tariff of the company’s charges.

The sheet measured 7J by 8 f inches, or 18J by 22| centi
metres, and was of pink hand-made paper, watermarked with 
the name of the Company in double-lined capitals. The face 
was lithographed, but the various notices on the back were 
printed in type.f The sheets bore consecutive numbers im
pressed by an ordinary numbering machine, and the whole was 
authenticated by a hand-stamped facsim ile 
signature of the secretary of the Company,
J. S. Fourdrinier, and by the seal of the 
Company, embossed in blue, in the heading 
of the form. This seal shows on a solid 
circular ground the figure of ‘ ‘ Time,” seated, 
grasping in his right hand a thunderbolt, 
and holding a scythe in his left, beneath is the motto, “  Ne tentas 
aut p e r f i c e and in an outer circular ring is “  Electric Telegraph

* Under the provisions of the Acts of Parliament regulating the tele
graph service as now performed by the Post-office, the Postmaster-General 
is protected against responsibility in cases of mistakes, errors, delays, Ac. ; 
but as this was not the case with private companies, they protected them
selves by special conditions and regulations, which the sender of the 
message was obliged to accept.

t  We have not been able to discover who manufactured and printed 
these sheets for the Company, further than to ascertain that they were not 
printed either by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co. or by Messrs. Waterlow 
and Sons.



Company ”  in the upper part, with "  Incorporated June, 1846,” 
in the lower part. An outer circle, measuring 25J mm. in 
diameter, with a festooned interior edge, encloses the whole.

These forms continued in use till the one shilling rate was 
raised in 1853 to Is. 6d.* Specimens are now rare, from the 
fact that when used for a message they were necessarily left 
with the Company, and all messages were destroyed regularly 
at certain intervals. Those specimens which are known to 
survive are principally complimentary copies, and marked 
“  Cancelled, " t

SYNOPSIS.
“ Franked message paper.”— Printed in black on rose-coloured 

hand-made paper, watermarked with the name of the Company, 
and stamped with its seal, embossed in blue.

1851. One shilling.

A D H E S I V E  S T A M P S .

JFirßt Şfaeuc.
Late in the year 1851, or early in 1852, the Company com

menced to issue adhesive stamps to be attached to the paper on 
which the message was written. These stamps were sold to the 
public by the Company, and franked a message of twenty words 
within a certain distance, the price of the stamp varying in 
proportion. Accordingly three adhesive stamps were issued 
covering the price of a single message of twenty words over 
the several distances prescribed in the current tariff ; i.e. under 
50, under 100, and above 100 miles. To prepay a message by

* When these forms were introduced the tariff of the Company for a 
single message of twenty words was as follows:

». d.
Within a circuit of 50 miles . . . . 1 0
Beyond 50 miles, and within a circuit of 100 miles. . 2 6
Beyond a circuit of 100 miles , . , . 5 0

t  The “ franked message paper” was, we believe, introduced specially 
for service at the office of the Company in the exhibition building in Hyde 
Park, but tho use of them must have been considerable, as we have seen 
a specimen numbered 29,930.
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means of a stamp to any place within a radius of 100 miles 
from the point of departure, it was necessary, therefore, to affix 
to it one which the Company sold to the sender for half-a-crown, 
described on the face of it as a “  Franked Message." These 
franked message stamps were manufactured by Messrs. Perkins, 
Bacon and Co., and appear to have been lithographed by means 
of a transfer from an engraved plate.

D esign.— Within an upright rectangular fiamé of a reticulated 
design, with ornaments in the form of Maltese crosses in the 
angles, and measuring 52 by 67 mm., is, in the upper part, the 
name of the Company, in 
clear block letters, on an 
engine-turned ground.
Immediately below this 
in a curve is f r a n k e d  

m e s s a g e , flanked on t h e  

left with theinitialsj. l . r .

(being those of Mr. John 
Lewis Ricardo, the chair
man of the Company), 
and on the right by j . s. F., 

the initials of Mr. John
S. Fourdrinier, the secre
tary.

Below this is an in
scription, varying in each 
of the three stamps. In 
one the inscription is,
“  Of 20 words— under 50 miles,” *  while in the others it is, “  Of 
20 words— under 100 miles,” and “ Of 20 words— above 100 
miles.”  Then follows a notice from the Company, setting out the 
conditions on which it undertook to transmit the message to 
which the stamp was annexed, followed by a direction to be 
signed by the sender to forward the message on the Company's 
conditions, the stamp thus constituting an agreement between it 
and the sender, and thereby limiting the responsibility of the 
Company.

* The legend in the engraving is incorrect ; the text is accurate.
Y
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The impression was in black, on unwatermarked coloured paper, 
and the stamps were gummed at the back, but not perforated. In 
the right upper comer was “  No.”  and they were numbered con
secutively by a numbering machine. The colours were as follows : 

Under 50 miles, pink.
„  100 „  deep-blue.

Above 100 „  white.

âetonU Jßßue.
The stamps above described did not remain long in use, and 

early in 1853, in consequence of changes introduced into the
Company’s tariff, an al
teration was made by the 
suppression of that por
tion of the design con
sisting of “  20 words—  
under 50 miles,” &c., and 
substituting the value in 
its place. In all other 
respects the design was 
identically the same, and 
thoissue was lithographed 
from the same plate and 
on similar paper. The 
stamps were also num
bered consecutively as 
before; but as the frank
ing power of the stamp 

was now expressed in money, and not in the distance the message 
was to be conveyed, the number was augmented. The series 
consisted of the following values :

Threepence . . . on light yellow paper
One Shilling . . . „  fawn „
One Shilling and Sixpence . „  pink „
Two Shillings . . . „  light blue „
Three Shillings . . „ deep blue ,,
Four Shillings. . . „  white „
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©ţiirii 3Teetir.
In 1861 the Company determined to modify the manner in 

which its responsibility in regard to the message should he 
limited, both in its Continental and inland services, by rendering 
the stamp available for franking purposes only when it was 
affixed to a message written on one of the Company’s printed 
forms, in which the conditions were stated and signed by the 
sender, and not in any other manner.

With the view of keeping the accounts and details o f the two 
services separate, a series of stamps specially destined for each 
service was issued, both of which were designed and engraved 
by Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, o f Great Winchester Street, 
London, by whom they were printed by lithographic transfer, 
gummed, and perforated.

(1) The Continental Service Stamps.
D e s i g n .— The design consists of a rectangular transverse 

oblong corded frame, measuring 36 by 26 mm. Within this is the 
value in full, in white block letters, on a transverse oval-shaped 
engine-turned ground, enclosed within a border of pearls. Ex
tending over the top and the two ends of this oval is the 
inscription THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH 
company, the initials r. g.* and 
j. a. F., both in monogram, being 
also introduced. On a scroll below 
is, “  This stamp only franks messages 
to the C ontinent written on the 
Company’s printed forms.”  In each 
of the lower angles is the date 1861 
on a solid disc, and between these is “  No.,” with a blank left 
for the insertion of the number, which is done in black by an 
ordinary numbering machine.

The design, as engraved by Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, was 
transferred to stone, with the necessary alterations to adapt it to 
the several values, and was lithographed in colour on white un

* The initials p.. o. are those of the Hon. Robert Grimston, who in 
1859 succeeded Mr. John Lewis Ricardo as chairman of the Company.

y 2



watermarked paper, and perforated 12£.* The stamps were 
surcharged vertically -with a broad black band.

Threepence, black.
Eighteenpence (?)
Four shillings (?)
Eight „  (?)

These stamps of the Continental series were used only for pay
ing the rates on messages to Denmark, Hamburg, and Hanover.

(2) The Inland Service Stamps.
D e s ig n .— The design consists of a rectangular upright oblong, 

measuring 23 by 31 £ mm., having a white engrailed border. At 
the top is t e l e g r a p h ,  and at the bottom 18— s t a m p — 61, in 
white characters on solid ground. On an irregularly-shaped 
oval blank tablet is inscribed t h e  e l e c t r i c  t e l e g r a p h  c o m p a n y , 

in German text, with the initials r . g . and j . s. F. below, 
separated by crossed thunderbolts. Below this is “  No.,”  fol
lowed by the consecutive number, which is printed in black 
figures by a numbering machine, while on a solid tablet below 
is the value in full in white block letters. This is followed 
by a notice in small Italics : “  This stamp will only frank  
messages written on the Company's printed form s.”

The design, as engraved by Messrs. Waterlow and Sons, was 
transferred to stone, and the necessary alterations made for 
adapting it to the several values. It was lithographed in colour,

* "When the transfer of the undertaking of this Company to the Post
master-General took place, the whole of the papers of the Company 
were destroyed by order of the directors, together with the remaining stock 
of stamps and the plates from which they were constructed. The stamps 
issued by the Company have therefore become exceptionally rare ; and of 
the Continental series, which only continued in use for a short period and 
for a limited purpose, we have not been fortunate enough to be able to find 
any specimens, except one of the lowest value, from which the above en
graving is taken, perforated 12J. The denominations of the other values 
have been given to us by the Post-office by reference to some of the books of 
the Company, which show the various stamps made use of by it. We are 
informed by a gentleman formerly in the service of the Company that the 
black band drawn across the face of the stamps for the Continental service 
was introduced solely with the view of facilitating the distinguishing of the 
stamps of the two series, and not with the object of cancelling the stamp.
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on white umvatermarked paper, and perforated 12. Imperforate 
specimens of some o f the values are occasionally met with, 
though these appear to he proofs ; for those which wc have 
seen bear no numbers on the face of them.

On the stamps as at first issued the numbering was printed 
on the engine-turned groundwork, but we have met with copies 
of the one shilling and the four shillings where this ground
work lias been removed, and a white tablet introduced to receive 
the numbering. These are evidently from a second or later 
transfer, as is shown by the numbering, and lead to the supposi
tion that the demand for these two values necessitated additional 
supplies, which were probably not required in the case of the 
others, although at the same time it is by no means improbable 
that among these latter some may exist where a similar change 
was made. No such instances have, however, been met with 
by us. A  further proof of the unequal demand for some values is 
shown from the circumstance that copies of the one shilling arc 
found perforated 12-’-, a gauge which, so far as we have been able 
to ascertain, was employed by Messrs. Waterlow and Co. sub
sequently to that of 12. It is somewhat remarkable that in 
the succeeding issues, or printings off of these stamps, the engine- 
turned ground was retained or restored in all the values with 
the exception of the one shilling, as is evidenced from the 
unused copies in hand when the undertaking of the Company 
was handed over to the Postmaster-General. The various values 
and colours of the stamps of this issue were as follows :

Threepence, ochro-brown.
One shilling, orange-yellow.
Eighteenpence, rose-pink.
Two shillings, green.
Two shillings and sixpence, chocolate-brown.
Three shillings, blue.
Four shillings, black.
Five shillings, purple.

JFourtb Reiette.
This can scarcely be considered as a new issue, but as Mr. 

Henry Weaver had, on the 1st January, 1864, succeeded Mr.



Fourdrinier in the office of secretary, his initials, H. W ., figured 
l’or the lutare on the stamps in place of those of Mr. Fourdrinier.

No other alteration was made in the 
design, and the original date of 1861 
was still retained. The variations in 
colour in many of the values, especially 
in the three lowest ones, lead to the 
supposition that the stamps of the various 
values wereprmted off and supplied in 
batches, according to the requirements of 
the Company. Л difference in perforation 

is also noticeable, those first printed being perforated 12 }, while 
about the year 1867 a perforation of 10 was introduced, and so 
continued to the period when the undertaking was transferred to 
the Post-office at the close of 1869.

Two new values from the same original plate were introduced 
into this issue, the sixpence and the ten shillings ; while, on the 
other hand, we fail to find specimens of the half-crown and fivo 
shillings, which, though in existence when the undertaking was 
handed over to the Post-office, do not appear to have been re
printed with the initials o f Mr. Henry Weaver.

The following are the values, colours, and perforations of the 
copies which we have seen :

Threepence, ochre-brown. Perf. 12£ and 10.
Sixpence, bright vermilion „  „
One shilling, orange-yellow „  „
Eighteen pence, pale carmine „  „
Two shillings, green „  „
Three shillings, blue „  „
Four shillings, black 12£
Ten shillings*

• No specimen of this stamp is found in the Post-office collection, and 
we arc unable to givo either its colour or its perforation. All that we 
know is that it was an existing value as used by the Company when the 
undertaking was handed over to the Postmaster-General, and we have 
been assured by a gentleman formerly attached to the Company, that it 
belonged to this impression, and not to that bearing the initials J. S. F.
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ADHESIVE STAMPS.
SYNOPSIS.

JFiret 3fßßue.
1852. “ Franked Message,” no value indicated. Impression 

in black on coloured paper. Imperforate.
Under 50 miles, pink.
Under 100 miles, deep blue.
Above 100 miles, white.

SeconH 3Neue.
1853. “ Franked Message.” Impression in black on coloured 

paper. Imperforate.
Threepence, on light yellow paper.
One shilling, on fawn paper.
One shilling and sixpence, on pink paper.
Two shillings, on light blue paper.
Three shillings, on deep blue paper.
Four shillings, on white paper.

CEbtrt ЗГбвМ'
(1) For Continental Service.

1861. Impression in colour on white paper. Perforated 12*, 
and probably 12.*

Threepence, black.
Eighteenpence (?)
Four shillings (?)
Eight „  (?)

(2) For Inland Service.
1861. Impression in colour on white paper, r .  g .— j. s. f . 

Perforated 12 and some 12*.
Threepence, ochre-brown.
One shilling, orange-yellow.
Eighteenpence, rose-pink.

* During the time that the third and fourth issues were current the 
perforations made by Messrs. Waterlow and Sons went through the 
variations of 12, 12İ, 13, and 10. It is impossible therefore to attempt to 
classify the perforations, especially of the third issue, of which specimens 
arc so rare, and the information we have been able to obtain has been of 
the scantiest possible kind.



Two .shillings, green.
Two shillings and sixpence, chocolate-brown.
Three shillings, blue.
Tour shillings, black.
Five shillings, purple.

VARIETIES.
One shilling, orange-yellow. Imperforate.
Two shillings, blue. ,,
One shilling, orange-yellow. White tablet.
Four1 shillings, black. „

JFonrtb 3fßßuc.
Inland Service.

1864. Impression in colour on white paper, r. g.— h. w. 
Perforated 12£ and 10.

Threepence, ochre-brown. Perforated 12* and 10.
Sixpence, bright vermilion ,, ,,
One shilling, orange-yellow ,, ,,
Two shillings, green ,, „
Three shillings, blue ,, „
Four shillings, black 12J
Ten shillings (?)

DIRECTORS' MESSAGE STAMPS.
Special stamps were prepared hy the Company for the use of 

its directors, the name of each particular director appearing on 
the face of the stamp issued to him. This stamp being affixed 
to a message written on an “ (A) message form,” and signed 
by the director, franked it to its destination.*

* Wc are not able to give the date when these stamps were first issued, 
but from the fact of the initials of Mr. J. L. Ricardo appearing upon them 
they must have existed prior to 1859. They continued in use until 
the undertaking was handed over to the Post-office, when the plates 
were destroyed. The stamps were furnished by Messrs. Waterlow and 
Sons, in batches of 100 at a time, as each director required. The specimen 
from which the above engraving is taken was one prepared for the use of 
Captain Huish, one of the directors, whose name appears on the face ; 
but the other directors, the Honble. R. Grimston, G. P. Bidder, Esq., 
Thomas Brassey, Esq., &c., were furnished with similar stamps with their 
names inserted on the face, entitling them to send messages written on the 
Company’s forms free of payment.
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D esign.-—The design consisted of an upright rectangular 
narrow frame, measuring 25 by 26 mm., composed of pearls on 
a plain black ground, with Maltese crosses in the angles. Within 
this frame is “ No.” (with consecutive numbering in black), 
below which is the following legend, “  the electric telegraph 
compy,”  flanked by the initials j . l. r, and j . s. f. “ D irector’s 
M essage for the use of [director’s name in 
block letters] only. This (A) message must 
be signed by the Director, and be sent with
out prepayment.” No value was indicated.

The stamp was prepared by Messrs.
Waterlow and Sons, and was lithographed 
on blue unwatermarked paper, gummed but 
not perforated. When Mr. Grimston succeeded Mr. Ricardo as 
chairman in 1859, and Mr. Weaver succeeded Mr. Fourdrinier 
as secretary in January, 1864, the corresponding changes were 
made in the initials of the chairman and secretary on the stamps 
as fresh supplies were ordered.

SYNOPSIS.

Before 1859. Directors’ message stamp ( j .  L. a — j . s. f.), 
black on blue paper.

1859 to 1863. Directors’ message stamp ( r. g.— j . s. f.), black 
on blue paper.*

1864 to 1868. Directors’ message stamp ( r. g.— h . w.), black 
on blue paper.

2. T he S ubmarine Telegraph Company.

This Company was established in 1850, with the object of 
working submarine telegraph cables under concessions obtained 
from the French and Belgian Governments, and was the great 
pioneer of submarine telegraphy in this country.

Under the provisions of the Act of 1868 the Postmaster

* This has not been seen by us, but we insert it as there can be but 
little doubt of its existence.

CAPT? HUISH
-------■ ONLT. ------

Bri* ÍA) «ie ja Ade Brut be
rf*tedVrtb*BK*rt«r
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General acquired submarine cables to Holland and Germany 
from the Electric and from Reuter’s Companies, but this Com
pany, not working any separate inland service of its own, and 
not being in competition with the Government monopoly, was 
left in possession of its cables, and still carries on its business 
between England and the Continent, transmitting through its 
eight or nine cables, which contain thirty-five conductors, an 
average of not less than 8,500 messages per day.

The chief offices of the Company were first established at 30, 
Comhill, from whence they were removed to 58, Threadneedle 
Street, and are now at 2, Throgmorton Avenue, all in the City 
of London.

In November, 1861, during the period when Mr. L. Walter 
Courtenay was the secretary of the company, Messrs. He La Rue 
and Co. engraved and manufactured for the service of the com
pany a series o f five adhesive stamps, of the respective values of 
fourpence-halfpenny, three shillings and ninepence, four shillings, 
seven shillings and sixpence, and eight shillings, the object of 
which was probably as follows : The three shillings and nine- 
pence and four shillings were for the prepayment of messages of 
ten words to Denmark and Germany respectively, and their 
doubles, seven shillings and sixpence and eight shillings, for 
messages of twenty words to the same countries, while the 
fourpence-halfpenny was for additional 
words. The four shillings also represented 
the charge to Paris.

The general design of all these stamps 
is identical, except the variations in the 
values and the number of words for which 
the stamp is applicable. There were sepa
rate dies for each value.

D esign.— The design consists o f S. T. 
in monogram of fancy capitals, in an up
right solid oval, round which is a serpent.
Above is submarine telegraph company, and below is the 
value in full. To the left is uninsured message, and to the
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right the number of words including address that the stamp 
in question would prepay. Small circles with the value in 
figures are introduced into the spandrels, and a fancy border en
closing the whole forms an upright rectangle, measuring 23 by 
42| mm.

The impression was in mauve on white surfaced unwater
marked paper. The stamps were gummed and perforated 14.

During a temporary failure in the supply of the four shillings 
value the eight shillings stamp was utilized by surcharging it in 
red, across the face in four lines, with the words, temporary 
stamp four shillings, the value being also effaced by a line.*

SYNOPSIS.

1861-1862. Impression in mauve on plain white surfaced 
paper. Perf. 14.

Fourpence halfpenny . mauve on whit*.
Three shillings and ninepence ,, ,,
Four shillings . ,, „
Seven shillings and sixpence . ,, „
Eight shillings . „  ,,
Four shillings (surcharged on eight shillings), led on mauve.

3. The English and I rish and the British and Irish 
M agnetic Telegraph Companies.

In dealing with these companies, or rather the various 
companies which ultimately became known under the above 
names, it may be convenient to give a short resume o f their 
history.

By an Act of Parliament, passed in the year 1851, the 
Magnetic Telegraph Company was incorporated with a capital

* The use of these stamps must have been very limited. We have 
never met with any specimens, and their very existence is scarcely 
remembered by any one connected with the Company. No copies are to 
he found at the Post-office, пот have any been preserved by the Company, 
and the whole of the telegrams, papers, and other like documents 
relating to the period when these stamps ivere in use have beeu long 
since destroyed.



of £100,000, and in June, 1852, this Company obtained a 
Royal Charter, under which the style was changed to that of 
“ The English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company,1’ the 
liability of the members being limited, and the capital fixed at 
£300,000.

In the year 1850 Parliament passed an Act incorporating a 
Company under the style of “ The British Electric Telegraph 
Company,” with a capital of £100,000 ; and in the year 1851, 
another Act, incorporating “  The European and American 
Electric Printing Telegraph Company,” also with an authorized 
capital of £100,000. These two last named Companies were, in 
the year 1853, amalgamated by Royal Charter, and formed into 
a now Company, under the name of “ The British Telegraph 
Company,” with a capital of £300,000.

On 22nd April, 1857, “ The British and Irish Magnetic 
Telegraph Company, Limited,” with a capital of £600,000, was 
registered under the Limited Liability Act to carry out an 
amalgamation which had beon arranged between the English 
and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company and the British Tele
graph Company, both of which consequently became merged in 
the now undertaking, which thus represented after its formation 
the tliree companies created by Act of Parliament and the two 
incorporated by Royal Charter; and it continued to work its 
system of telegraphs until the whole undertaking was acquired 
in 1870 by the Postmaster-General under the provisions of the 
Act o f 1868.

Mr. Edward Brailsford Bright was the secretary of the 
English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company, and after its 
amalgamation with the British Telegraph Company he became 
secretary and general manager to the British and Irish Magnetic 
Telegraph Company, Sir Charles Bright being the consulting 
engineer to the new Company, which had its head offices at 2, 
Exchange Buildings, Liverpool, and its central station in London, 
at 58, Threadneedle Street, where also the Submarine Telegraph 
Company was located, the British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph 
Company working in connection with it
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firet 3tøtte.
In 1853 the English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company 

issued a series of frank stamps to prepay the charges on telegrams. 
These stamps were prepared by Messrs. Mawdesley and Co., of 2, 
Castle Street, Liverpool. They were all identical in design, except 
the figures of value, the entire series consisting of five values— Is., 
Is. Gd„ 2s. Gd., 4s., and 5s., which latter represented the rate for 
a single message of twenty words between England and Ireland.

D esign.— The design consists of a long streamer flowing from 
the head of a spear at the loft side of the stamp, and making 
three folds over the face, the background showing a large eight- 
rayed star. On a tablet above is frank stamp, and on the 
upper and lower folds of the streamer 
is the inscription, the English and

IRISH MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH CO., the 
middle one bearing the fa csim ile  
signature e. b. bright, secy. Below 
this, on the star, is value, the por
tion above being left blank to receive 
the numbering. The figures of value 
are inserted immediately below the 
word value. The heraldic emblems 
of the rose, shamrock, and thistle 
are twined up the spear on the left side, and also fill in the lower 
part o f the stamp, the background of plain horizontal lines being 
relieved by ten small five-rayed stars distributed in various parts. 
The whole forms an upright rectangle, measuring 35 by 43 mm.

The stamps were printed in colour by lithography, on thin 
white wove unwatermarked paper, and were gummed, but not 
perforated. The values and colours are as follows :

One shilling, black.
One shilling and sixpence, lilac.
Two shillings and sixpence, blue.
Four shillings, pale red.
Five shillings, green.
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ã>econ& Ofsetle.
After the English and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company 

became merged in the British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph 
Company, in 1857, the rates of messages were reduced, commenc
ing with a minimum charge of 6d. for a short distance, and in 
consequence a new set of stamps was ordered, which, like the 
former, were prepared by Messrs. Mawdesley and Co.

D e s i g n .— The design was much simplified, consisting of an 
upright rectangular frame, measuring 26} by 30 mm. In the 
upper part is a tablet, inscribed f r a n k  s t a m p , and the value in 

full is in a tablet below. Across the 
face of the stamp is a tablet to receive 
the numbering, which is sometimes in
serted in black and sometimes in red, 
and above this is the name o f the Com
pany in block letters, b r i t i s h  a n d  i r i s h  

MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH CO. LIMITED, while 
below is EDWARD B. BRIGHT, SECTY., İn  

script. The rose, shamrock, and thistle 
figure as ornaments in other parts of the 

design, which slightly differs in detail in each value.
The stamps were lithographed in black, on coloured wove 

paper, watermarked with thunderbolts and with the maker's 
name.* They were gummed, and perforated 13}. There are 
two types of the eighteenpence— one where the value is in 
figures, and the other where it is in full, of which probably the 
former is the older, as when the undertaking was transferred to 
the Post-office a few copies of the values then current (among 
which the 2a. 6d. and 4s. are not found) were printed as speci
mens, and the eighteenpence is that of the value in fulL These 
reprints may readily be recognized, as they are not numbered 
on the face, and are neither perforated nor gummed.

The 3d., 6d.y Is., Is. 6d., 2s., 3s., and 4s. are also found per
forated 13, instead of 13}, and probably the other values exist 
similarly perforated. In the absence of sufficient information we

* M. Moens catalogues the 2s. with special watermark, but this is only 
а portion of the pupermaker's name.
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are unable to determine accurately which of these perforations 
came first in point of date, and the same remark applies to the 
numbering in black and red. The existence of two gauges of 
the perforation naturally leads to the supposition that there was 
more than one printing of some of the values ; for it must be 
borne in mind that this issue was in use for many years.

The following are the values, colours o f the paper, and 
perforations, as found by us :

Threepence, on white. Perf. 13| and 13.
Sixpence, on flesh. Perf. 13J and 13.
One shilling, on lavender. Perf. 13J and 13.
Is. 6d., on grey. Perf. 13.
One shilling and sixpence, on grey. Perf. 13J and 13.
Two shillings, on bright yellow. Perf. 13£ and 13.
2s. 6d., on pale olive-yellow. Perf. 13£.
Three shillings, on pink. Perf. 13| and 13.
Four shillings, on pale green. Perf. 13§ and 13.
Five shillings, on pale blue. Perf. 13£.

SYNOPSIS, 
f i r ß l  3ffíBUC.

1853. Impression in colour on white paper. Imperforate.
One shilling, black.
One shilling and sixpence, lilac.
Two shillings and sixpence, blue.
Four shillings, pale red,
Five shillings, green.

Sm ntt
1857. Impression in black on coloured paper. Perforated 13£ 

and 13.
Threepence, on white. Perf. 134 and 13.
Sixpence, on flesh. Perf. 13 J and 13.
One shilling, on lavender. Perf. 134 and 13. 
lí. 6d., on grey. Perf. 13.
One shilling and sixpence, on grey. Petf. 134 and 13.
Two shillings, on bright yellow. Perf. 13J and 13.
2s. 6d., on pale olive-yellow. Perf. 13J.
Three shillings, on pink. Perf. 134 and 13.
Four shillings, on pale green. Perf. 134 and 13.
Five shillings, on pale blue. Perf. 134.
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4 . T h e  U n i t e d  K in g d o m  E l e c t r i c  T e l e g r a p h  C o m p a n y

L i m i t e d ,

This Company was incorporated 24th July, 1860, to work 
several patents for improvements in the art of telegraphy 
granted to Thomas Allan, and to exercise certain privileges 
which had been conferred on him and his associates by a private 
Act of Parliament. The offices of the Company at the com
mencement were at 101, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, 
London, and William Andrews was the secretary ; but its head 
office was afterwards transferred to Nos. 237-247, Gresham 
House, and Mr. Andrews was then described both as manager 
and secretary. The main purpose of this Company was to bring 
into operation a low uniform rate of charge for messages, adopting 
a similar principle to that which guided Sir Rowland Hill in 
establishing the uniform penny postage rate. In 1861, when 
this Company began to transmit messages for the public, the scale 
of charges then in general use by other companies, for a message 
not above twenty words, names and addresses of sender and 
receiver not reckoned, was—

For a distance not exceeding 50 miles . .
„  „  above 50, but not exceeding 100 miles
»  „  „  100 „  150

For 150 miles and upwards . .

This Company commenced with the experiment of a uniform 
rate of Is. for like messages irrespective of distance, but after 
four years’ experience was compelled, in July, 1865, to revise 
and increase its charges to the following scale—

For a distance not exceeding 100 miles .
„  „  exceeding 100 miles, not exceeding 200 1 4
„  „  „ 2 0 0  . . . .  2 0

When the Company, in 1869, came to claim compensation 
from the Postmaster-General for the purchase of its plant and 
goodwill, it took great credit to itself for being the pioneer in 
adopting the system of uniform charges, and the large sum of

d.
6
0
0
0

s. d. 
1 0
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£562,264 9s, l id . was awarded to it, an amount not the less 
surprising because it was virtually prescribed by the terms of 
the “ Telegraph Act, 1868,”  though in form settled by Mr. F. J. 
Scudamore, acting as arbitrator on behalf of the Government, 
and Mr. A. A. Croll, the Company’s arbitrator. At the period 
when the purchase was made, this and the Electric Telegraph 
Company were the two principal companies engaged in carrying 
on the inland telegraph business of the kingdom, and besides 
being interested in a very extensive system of communication 
over which it had control, it was possessed of some special 
privileges granted by a private Act of Parliament.

From an early period in 1862 the Company adopted the use 
of adhesive stamps, and issued thorn to such persons as Avere 
desirous of employing them.'*' These stamps were typo-printed, 
and were all engraved and manufactured by Messrs. De La 
Rue and Co.

JFtret teette.
Date of Issue, March, 1862.

D esign.— The general design consists of an upright rectangle 
on an engine-turned ground, with the name of the Company in 
full in six lines, one word in each line, in 
shaded double-lined open Roman capitals, 
surrounded by a solid frame od Avhich 
are inscriptions, that on the upper portion 
of the frame being uninsured message, 
and that on the right including ad
dresses, both in thin block letters. In the 
lower part of the frame is the value in full,
THREEPENCE, SIXPENCE, ОГ ONE SHILLING,
and on the left side five avords, ten words,

• The use of these adhesive stamps appears to have been considerable, 
as we find from tbe accounts of the Company for 1861 that a sum of 
£2169 Is. lid. is inserted as representing the amount of stamps sold to 
the public, but not yet presented or used. In subsequent accounts the 
item is dealt with differently, and the amount of stamps in suspense 
cannot be calculated ; the business transacted by the Company was, how
ever, of a very extensive nature.

Z



or twenty words, the inscription on the left side o f the frame 
varying according to the value in full inserted in the lower portion, 
threepence representing five words, sixpence ten words, &c. 
The stamp measures 25 by 30 mm.

The series consisted of three values ; viz., threepence, sixpence, 
and one shilling, and for each of these values a separate die was 
prepared, and the pattern of the background modified in each 
stamp.

The impression was on white glazed wove paper, not water
marked. The one shilling value was the first which was 
prepared, and the earliest copies of this show that it was printed 
on a safety paper, similar to that employed for the fourpence 
adhesive postage stamp, though the blue tinge is less marked.

The colour o f the threepence was yellow-ochre, that of the 
sixpence pink, and that of the one shilling pale lilac. Each 
value was subsequently surcharged in black with consecutive 
figures.

The gumming and the general appearance of the stamps show 
plainly the atelier from which they proceeded. Being of a size 
very nearly approaching to that of the five shillings postage 
stamp, they were in like manner perforated 15.

å*mnU ЗГветс*
Date of Issue, 1863.

D e s i g n .— The rectangular oblong was made transverse instead 
of upright, and two new values were added. On an engine-

turned groundwork is the name of 
the Company in full in white Homan 
capitals, similar to those in the former 
issue, in five lines, the words u n i t e d  

k i n g d o m  occupying the first line. 
Below is a white tablet extending the 
whole length o f the stamp, on which 
is inscribed in coloured block letters, 

“  This stamp will only frank messages sent on the conditions
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printed on the Company's message form ." The other three sides 
are enclosed in a solid frame o f colour, with floriated ornaments 
in the upper corners. On the frame to the left is uninsured, 
and to the right message, both in white block letters, and at 
the top the value in full in Roman capitals, also in white.

The background is composed of short horizontal lines, so 
arranged as to give it a wavy appearance.*

The impression was on white glazed wove paper, not water
marked. The values and colours were as follows : tlireepcnce, 
orange-yellow ; sixpence, rose ; one shilling, mauve ; one shilling 
and sixpence, green ; and two shillings, brown. Each stamp was 
surcharged in black by machine with consecutive numbers. 
The gum was the same as before, and the perforation 15.

W e have also seen copies of the one shilling, for which 
doubtless the demand was far greater than for the other values, 
which are apparently lithographed from a transfer from the 
original plate. Though printed in the same colour as the type- 
printed copies, they are readily distinguishable from the latter 
by the blurred background, and by the paper not having the 
glaze upon it as in those previously described. They were 
probably manufactured by another firm than that of Messrs. 
I}e La Rue and Co.

SYNOPSIS.

JFiret 3íueue.
1862. Upright rectangular oblong, printed in colour on plain 

white glazed paper. Perf, 15.
ThrcejKmce, yellow-ochre.
Sixpence, rose.
One shilling, violet

VARIETY.
One shilling, violet, on bluish safety paper.

* The disposition of these lines varies somewhat in each value, but in 
such small proportions that though the form of the wave evidently differs, 
yet it is impossible to point out intelligibly wherein the dilforence actually 
consists.

Z 2



âieconí 3íeeue.
1863. Transverse rectangular oblong, printed In colour on 

plain white glazed paper. Perf. 15.
Threepence, orange-yellow.
Sixpence, rose.
One shilling, violet.
One shilling and sixpence, green.
Two shillings, brown.

186—(Î). The same lithographed on plain white wove paper. 
Perf. 15.

One shilling, violet.

5. 'The U niversal P rivate T elegraph C ompany.

This Company, the head office of which was first at No. 448, 
West Strand, London, and then at No. 4, Adelaide Street, 
Strand, Mr. Lewis Cooke Hertslet being the secretary, was 
formed chiefly for the purpose of putting up private lines of 
telegraph wires and renting the use of them to their customers. 
Its operations, as may be inferred, were mainly confined to the 
larger cities and towns, as London, Liverpool, Manchester, and 
Glasgow. It was moreover the proprietor of the lino of tele
graph wires between Glasgow and Helensburgh, N.B., known 
as the Western Highland Telegraph ; and this line was worked 
by the Company until it was purchased by the Postmaster
General, under the provisions of the Act o f 1868, for the sum 
of £184,421.

In 1864 the Company, for the purpose of paying the charges 
on messages transmitted on the line worked by it, issued three 
stamps, of the values of threepence, sixpence, and one shilling, 
the first of which wo have not seen, nor is any copy of it to be 
found at the Post-office ; but it was doubtless of the same design 
as that of the sixpence and one shilling, differing only in the 
insertion of the value. In a list at the Post-Office a fourth 
stamp of the value of nincpence is also mentioned, but we have 
been unable to obtain any other information concerning it.
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D e s i g n .— The design consists of a white upright oval hand, 
enclosed in an upright rectangular frame, composed of rusticated 
ornaments, measuring 27 by 32 mm. In the spandrels are white 
discs, with the figures 1, 8, 6, 4. On 
the oval bandis the inscription u n i v e r 

s a l  at the top, p r i v a t e  to the right, 
t e l e g r a p h  below, and c o m p a n y  on the 
left. The interior of the oval has a 
groundwork of lines radiating towards 
the centre, which is interrupted by a 
plain white tablet, on which is the 
consecutive number in blue. Above 
this tablet is six, and below p e n c e , or 
o n e  and s h i l l i n g  as the case may be, in coloured block letters.

The impression is in colour, on white wove unwatermarked 
paper, and the stamps are gummed and perforated 12J.

We are unable to state by whom they were designed and 
manufactured, but most probably in Glasgow, as they do not 
bear the impress of London workmanship.

SYNOPSIS.

1864. Lithographed in colour on plain white wove paper. 
Perf. 124.

Threepence, (?).
Sixpence, brown.
Ninepence, (?).
One shilling, mauve.

6 . T h e  L o n d o n  D i s t r i c t  T e l e g r a p h  C o m p a n y , L i m i t e d .

This Company was established in 1859, under the Limited 
Liability Act, with the object of serving the London district 
with telegraph service at cheap rates. At first the chief 
office was at No. 58, Throadneedle Street, but was afterwards 
removed to No. 90, Cannon Street, both in the city of London. 
The first series of stamps was issued in 1862, and at that time 
Alfred Ogan was the secretary to the Company ; and at the date 
o f the second issue, in 1865, Charles Curtoys was the secretary



and manager. Both series were designed and manufactured for 
the Company by Messrs. Truscott and Sons, of Suffolk Lane, 
London.

An examination o f the values shows that the standard rate 
of charge for an ordinary messago within the Metropolitan 
district was sixpence, a rate found so convenient to the public 
that by far the largest part of the telegraph business within this 
district was transacted by this Company.

Shortly after the passing of the Act of 1868 the Company 
was re-organized under the name of the “  London and Provincial 
District Telegraph Company Limited,” with the view of extend
ing its operations to the provinces ; hut before this extension 
was carried into effect the undertaking was acquired by the 
Postmaster-General, and the working passed into the hands of 
the Post-office. Under its new title the Company did not make 
any issue of stamps.

Ü ret
Date of Issue, 1862.

D esign.— The series was composed of three values— three
pence, fourpence, and sixpence— all of similar design, with the 
exception of the figure of value. This design consists of a

large shaded figure of value, 20 mm. 
in height, with D (for pence) added, 
across which is printed in block letters,
in two lines, “  LONDON DISTRICT TELE
GRAPH compt.,”  with the addition 
limited in Italic capitals in a third 
line. Below is the facsim ile signature 
a. OGAN, followed by Secretary in 
Italics. Above these inscriptions is 
“ No.,” with the distinguishing num

ber o f the stamp filled in by a numbering machine— in red for 
the values of 3d. and 4d., and in black for the 6d. The whole 
is enclosed in a double-lined upright rectangular frame, orna
mented in the angles, and measuring 26 by 31 mm.
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The stamps were printed by lithography in black, on coloured 
unwatermarked paper, wore gummed at the back, and perforated 
13.

The following is a list of the values and colours of the 
paper :

Threepence, on bright yellow coloured paper, numbered in 
red.

Fourpence, on blue coloured paper, numbered in red.
Sixpence, on vermilion-faced paper, numbered in black.

âttonïi 3fcene.
Date of Issue, 1865.

D esign.— In the background is a large figure of value, and 
D shaded as in the preceding issue, across which is a solid 
tablet, inscribed in block letters message 
stamp, on a black ground. In a curve 
above is London district telegraph , 
with company, limited , within the curve.
Below CHIEF-OFFICE— 90, cannon street 
—  N o.— CHARLES CURTOYS —  SECY. AND 
manager— in five lines, all in an upright 
rectangular frame, measuring 32 by 25 
mm., composed of interlacing lines, with 
solid quadrant-shaped blocks in the angles, on which are intro
duced L. D. T. CO.

There are two sets of the stamps in this issue, which only 
consists of two values— threepence and sixpence— but we are 
unable to state which of the two sets comes first in point of 
date. In one the paper is coloured, and the numbers are in
serted by machine, and in the other the paper is faced with 
colour, and the numbers inserted by hand.

(a) Lithographed in black, on coloured unwatermarked paper, 
perforated 11£, and gummed. The numbers are inserted by 
machine, in black, in small block figures.

Threepence, on yellow paper.
Sixpence, on pink paper.



(b) Lithographed in black, on unwatermarked paper, faced 
with colour, perforated 11£, and gummed. The numbers are 
inserted by hand in black ink.

Threepence, on paper faced with greenish blue.
Sixpence „  „  vermilion.

These stamps continued to be used by the Company until the 
undertaking was transferred to the I’ostmaster-General.

SYNOPSIS.
.firet ЗГввве.

1862. Lithographed in black, on coloured paper. Perf. 13.
Threepence, on bright yellow, numbered in red.
Fourpence, on blue, numbered in red.

Printed in black, on paper faced with colour. Perf. 13.
Sixpence, vermilion, numbered in black.

â e c o n lJ  З Г вви с.

1865. (a) Lithographed in black, on coloured paper. Perf.
n * .  Numbers inserted by machine.

Threepence, on yellow.
Sixpence, on pink.

(b) Lithographed in black, on paper faced with colour. Perf. 
114. Hand numbered.

Threepence, on greenish-blue.
Six prence, on vermilion.

7. T he South-E astern R ailw ay C ompany.

Following the example of the other main lines of railway, the 
South-Eastern Railway Company had established a system of 
telegraphic communication along its lines of railway, which, 
subject to the requirements of its own servico, it allowed the 
public to use on payment of the rates of charge fixed by the 
Company’s tariff.

In the year 1860 the Company opened an office near the camp 
at Aldershot, and for the convenience of the military authorities, 
who were reluctant to deal with cash payments for such small 
amounts, it provided a series of frank stamps, which though
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created for this special object were equally available for tele
graphic messages over other parts of the Company’s lines.

These stamps were issued on 1st September I860, and Avere 
designed and manufactured for the company by the late Mr. 
Charles Whiting. They remained in use till the 1st February, 
1870, when the Company’s lines of telegraph were transferred 
to the Postmaster-General under the provisions o f the Act of 
1868, and the plates from which the stamps were printed were 
handed over to the Railway Company and destroyed. The use 
of these stamps was small, only two printings, amounting to
gether to 25,000 copies, having been made.

D esign.— The design consists of the arms of the Company with 
supporters, and its motto of onward, on a solid upright oval 
ground, all enclosed in an oval band, in the upper part of which 
on a white ground is south CXA_AJ\-У/А_А_Г

EASTERN RAILWAY, Ш Coloured
Old English letters, and in the 
lower part the value in full, in 
white block letters on a solid 
coloured ground. On the solid 
ground within the inner oval 
and immediately above the arms 
is ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH, and Ъб- 
low frank, in small Roman 
capitals. The whole is enclosed 
in an upright rectangular frame, 
measuring 38£ by 46£ mm., 
within which at the left upper corner is “  No.” in white shaded 
letters, and this is followed by the consecutive numbers stamped 
in black. The background within the frame is of a diaper pattern.

The sheet consisted of twenty-four stamps in four rows of six 
in each row, printed in typography on white hand-made paper, 
watermarked with the letters S. E. R. in double-lined letters one 
above the other in the centre of each stamp.

The colour of the impression varied in the different values, 
which were all exactly similar in type with the exception of the

r V V tT l /x íV lA T lV V V V V V V V V V V V W X r iA r O



value. The stamps were gummed, and perforated 12. Speci
mens are extremely rare, the copies used in the service having 
been, as in other like cases, all destroyed with the old telegrams 
at certain intervals, and the unused stock in the Company’s 
possession was destroyed many years since, except a few copies 
preserved as specimens of the engraver’s work. These latter 
were not perforated nor numbered, and may thus he readily 
distinguished from those which were actually prepared for issue. 
As specimens of typographic art the series may be considered 
very creditable to the manufacturer ; and if the somewhat large 
size of the stamps is not objected to, they are amongst the best 
of the private telegraph stamps.

SYNOPSIS.
1st Sept., 1860. Impression on white hand-made paper, 

water-marked S. E. R. Perf. 12.
Ninepence, red.
One shilling, о range-yellow.
One shilling and twopence, black.
One shilling and sixpence, lilac.
Two shillings and threepence, red-brown.
Two shillings and ninepence, green.

8. B onelli’s E lectric T elegraph  Company L imited.
This Company was incorporated in the year 1861, under the 

Limited Liability Act, 1856, for the purpose o f working an 
invention of Signor Bonelli. Its registered office was at 69, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Mr. Simon Rendali being the secretary 
and solicitor to the Company.

Experimental trials of the invention were made privately, and 
with a certain amount of success, but the Company never 
arrived at the stage of transmitting messages for the public, nor 
of possessing any line of telegraphic communication. In an
ticipation, however, of the practical success of the invention, the 
Company caused a series of stamps to he prepared by Messrs. 
Waterlow and Sons, who designed and printed them.

D esign.— The design consists of a figure of Mercury with 
the Caduceus (after the famous statue by Giovanni di Bologna,
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in the Bargello at Florence) in a circular garter, inscribed with 
the motto non usitata nec tenui ferar penna . Above is a 
plain tablet, on which is inserted the value in full, threepence, 
sixpence , &c., and a similar tablet below is reserved for the 
numbering. The whole is enframed
in a border, in which are introduced ;VW/NAAAAA/W ̂

electric on the left, bonelli’s on the 
top, telegraph  on the right, and co\ 
limited at the bottom, in white block

J  [vSIXPENCE 3 !  \

letters. 1 р И Щ щ  i 1
Four values were prepared ; viz., three- ■ I S P p i  2 ?

pence, sixpence, ninepence, and one 
shilling,* but wo have only been able
to meet with copies of the threepence
and sixpence.

These two values differ in the details very considerably. The 
sixpence is better executed, being lithographed from an engrav
ing on copper, while in the threepence this is not the case. The 
frame of the sixpence is a rectangle measuring 26 by 32 mm,, 
while that of the threepence measures 26 by 33£, owing to 
greater depth being given to the lower tablet. The frame of 
the sixpence is also composed of fine wavy lines, and the ground 
of network, while in the threepence the lines of the frame are 
straight, and the ground is of horizontal linos powdered with 
fleurs de lys. Both are gummed, and printed on plain white 
paper, but the sixpence is perforated 13 and the threepence 12|. 
In the threepence the numbers are small, preceded by “ No.,” 
and inserted in black by a type numbering machine, while in 
the threepence they are larger, and inserted in red-brown, by a 
hand machine.

* Our authority for introducing those two latter values is information 
derived from the Post-office, of which nevertheless we are inclined to 
doubt the correctness, as it seems somewhat inconsistent that, while the 
two smaller values are frequently met with, the two higher ones have not to 
our knowledge been seen, though in point of ever representing a monetary 
value all the stamps are on a similar footing, having never been called 
into use.



The stamps are readily procurable, having never been em
ployed for telegraph purposes, and having consequently never 
been used or destroyed.
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SYNOPSIS.
186-. Lithographed in colour on plain white paper.

Threepence, reddish-brown (shades). Pcrf. 13.
Sixpence, black. Perf. 12J.

„  ,, Unperforated (variety).
Nincpence (?)
One shilling (?)

No other designs or proofs for stamps issued by any Private 
Telegraph Company, save those above mentioned, have come 
under our notice, except that we have seen proofs of the stamps 
of The Submarine Telegraph Company struck off in black on 
white enamelled card by Messrs. De La Rue and Co. according 
to their usual practice.



IL

P O S T -O F F IC E  T E L E G R A P H S .

In July, 1868, the Legislature passed tho Act already referred 
to enabling the Postmaster-General to acquire and work electric 
telegraphs in connection with the administration of the Post-office.

The leading provisions of the Act authorized the Postmaster
General to acquire the undertakings o f the companies or persons 
engaged in transmitting messages for money by electric or other 
telegraphs, or mechanical agencies, within tho United Kingdom, 
vesting them in the Post-office Department, and establishing a 
uniform rate of charge for messages throughout the kingdom.

The vast social and commercial importance of this means of 
communication seemed to justify the step in one point of view, 
while the estimates both of the cost to the country and the 
revenue likely to be realized appeared to show that the plan 
would prove a financial success. The fact also that the Govern
ment could protect itself by creating a monopoly was called in aid 
by the promoters of the movement.

A  furt lier Act was passed in 1869, conferring on tho Post
master-General the exclusive right of conveying public telegraphic 
messages, and a monopoly was established in favour of the Post
office in regard to such messages similar to that enjoyed by it in 
regard to letters.*

* On referring to the Act of 1869 it will be seen that the definition of 
“ telegraph ” is oxtremely wide, and so extensive that it has recently 
been held to cover the telephone, and to confer on the Postmaster-General 
the sole privilege of publicly using this invention, which was not even 
discovered at the time that the Act was passed ; but inasmuch as the 
telephone transmits messages or communications by the instrumentality 
of electric signals, it has been hold to fall within the language employed 
by the Legislature.
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The anticipations expressed as to the cost o f acquisition of 
the telegraph system were not verified by the result ; for, chiefly 
owing to the large sums awarded to the various railway com
panies by way of compensation for their telegraphic lines, the 
total price paid far exceeded the estimate, while it was necessary 
immediately to spend large sums on the improvement of the 
service; and for some years the revenue derived from the 
working was far less than had been expected.*

Since, however, the working has been in the hands of the 
Post-office, and one control has been substituted, the service, 
both as regards the employes and the telegraphic apparatus, is far 
more efficiently performed. Above all, the public now enjoys 
the benefit of a uniform rate of charge, which will doubtless in 
time be reduced, as there is no desire on the part of the authori
ties to continue the present rate any longer than is absolutely 
necessary in a financial point o f view.

* According to official returns recently issued, the receipts of the 
telegraph service during the year ended March 31, 1880, were £1,469,795, 
and the working expenses £1,115,765, of which sum £1*2,100 was a con
tribution to a depreciation fund to replace submerged cables, leaving a 
balance of profit of £354,030, equal to 3*36 per cent, on the capital of 
£10,529,577.



SECTION I.

TELEGRAPH MESSAGE FORMS.

The first result of the acquisition of the Inland Telegraph 
system by the Post-office was the establishment of a uniform rate 
of charge for all inland messages, irrespective of distance. After 
considerable discussion in Parliament this was fixed at one 
shiffiing for every message not exceeding twenty words, exclusive 
of the addresses of the sender and receiver, which were to bo 
transmitted free. When the message exceeded twenty words 
the charge was to be increased 3d. for every additional five 
words, so that for thirty words the chaige was Is. Gd. ; for fifty 
words, 2s, 6d., and so on.

Prior to the transfer of the system to the Post-office all the 
principal companies furnished the public gratuitously with blank 
forms for the reception of the messages, and the charges on tho 
transmission were paid either in cash or by stamps of the for
warding company, where such had been issued by it  The 
public therefore had become accustomed to the use of these 
message forms when the Post-office commenced to work the 
telegraph system which it had acquired, and similar forms 
drawn up in conformity with the altered circumstances were 
consequently adopted by it. The forms were printed on 
a sheet of white wove unwatermarked paper, measuring about 
1 Ц  by 8J inches, or 28 by 22 centimètres, and the spaco for 
the message was ruled with ten horizontal and five vertical lines, 
so as to admit of a message of fifty words. Above were spaces 
for the names and addresses of tho sender and receiver, the



upper portion of the sheet being occupied by the service 
indications.

18G9-70. On the form known as “ Forwarded Inland Form 
A  1,”  a space was left blank in the upper right comer where 
the ordinary dated embossed envelope stamp of one shilling was 
struck, sufficient space being left below the stamp for affixing 
adhesive postage stamps representing any extra charges for 
transmission, porterage, &c. These fom s were supplied to the 
public at the price of the stamp only.

Below the space ruled to receive the message was the direction 
that “ when the message is in excess of fifty words the addi
tional words may be written on ordinary paper, attached to the 
message form by pin, or wafer, or gum.”

At the back was printed a notice to the public, setting out 
the rates of charges and the regulations as to porterage and 
delivery. Two blank forms were also subjoined to be filled up 
by the sender, in case he desired either that the telegram should 
be delivered by the local post from the terminal office of the 
Post-office, or should be forwarded by special means, in which 
case it was necessary to deposit a sum sufficient to defray the 
extra charge.

A  similar form, designated “  Forwarded Inland Form A,” but 
without the stamp embossed thereon, was supplied gratis to the 
public, the charges for transmission of the message being in this 
case wholly defrayed by affixing on the form the ordinary adhe
sive postage stamps to the requisite amount. This was the mode 
usually adopted, as the risk of spoiling a stamped form was 
thereby avoided. As has been previously noticed (page 132), 
it was to this cause that the rapid consumption of the adhesive 
psstage stamps of one shilling at that period is to be attributed.

1871. About the month of October, 1871, a slight change 
was made in the form. The blank forms of request on the 
back of the “ Forwarded Inland Form A 1,” just described, 
were transferred to the front, and introduced in parallel columns 
below the spaco for the message, which was reduced in depth 
and ruled to receive forty words. A  slight addition, relative to the
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cancellation of the stamps, was made to the notice in the space 
below the embossed stamp, and the instructions for the filling 
up of the forms of request at the foot were somewhat modified. 
The notice to the public at the back was divided into thirteen 
paragraphs, consecutively numbered, but the form in other 
respects was essentially the same as that first issued. This form 
was designated “ Forwarded Inland Form A ,” and was of the 
same size as that first described.

1873. In May, 1873, another change was made, the principal 
difference consisting of the suppression of the “ notice to the 
public ” at the back, which was left entirely blank. The form, 
like that last described, was ruled to receive a message of forty 
words, and three paragraphs of directions were inserted at the 
foot, superseding the blank forms of request introduced into the 
preceding form. The size of the sheet remained the same, as 
also the paper, but the position of the embossed stamp was 
altered, the instructions being printed above the stamp instead 
of below, as in the two preceding forms. This form bore the 
letter “ A 1' on it in the left upper corner without any other 
designation.

The whole of these three forms were printed and supplied by 
Messrs. Millington and Hutton, wholesale stationers, London, 
whose imprint appears at the foot of the second and third 
varieties to the right of the front lower margin. In the latter 
it is also found in German text letters in the centre of tlm 
lower margin, with the word “  manufacturing ” added to their 
description as stationers.

1874. In 1874 a smaller form was adopted, much less cum
brous than the preceding, and measuring 8 f  by 5 f  inches, or 22 
by 14£ centimètres, being ruled for thirty words only, and 
designated as A  1. in the left upper comer. The whole of 
the directions were removed to the back; on the front, the 
office indications were simplified, and the space at the right 
upper corner left entirely free for the stamp. The impression 
was on paper similar to the former issues, and the name of the 
printers, “  Messrs. Millington and Hutton, London,” was inserted

2 A



in the right lower margin o f the front, and the right lower 
margin of the reverse, in Italics.

The stamping of all these forms with the embossing postage 
die of one shilling was done at Somerset House by the Inland 
Revenue Department. The forms were sold to the public either 
singly at the facial value of the stamp, or made up into books 
of twenty, and perforated along the left margin to render their 
severance easy. Interleaved books, furnished with a sheet of 
carbonic paper for taking off copies of the message, were also 
supplied at an extra charge of twopence.

As noticed previously under the head of “  envelopes,” the 
dies were used without reference to their index numbers, of 
which these forms afford a remarkable proof. Thus we find 
Die No. 7 in use in December, 1869 ; Die No. 5 in 1871 ; and 
Die No. 2 in May, 1873.

187 6, When the severance of the accounts o f the postal and 
telegraph services was made in 1876, a special embossing stamp 
of the value of one shilling was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue 
and Co. for the telegraph message forms.

The design consists of the head of the Queen taken from the 
die executed by Mr. W . Wyon, on a solid 
ground, enclosed in a circular border, 
measuring 1T̂  inch, or 27£ mm. in 
diameter. Round the inner circle is a 
row of pearls, and on the border an engine- 
turned pattern, on which is introduced 
telegraphs in the upper part and one 
shilling below, in sunken block letters. 

Between each word are small circles in which the date plugs are 
inserted.

The impression was in green, on forms similar to those last 
described, and designated officially as A  1, form A  being exactly 
similar, but without the stamp, and supplied to the public free 
of charge. Form A  1 was to be purchased singly or in books 
of twenty each, interleaved and furnished with a sheet of car
bonic paper, for twopence above the facial value of the stamps,
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These forms were furnished by Messrs. Millington and Hutton. 
At a subsequent period Messrs. James Truscott and Sons, London, 
became the contractors for the supply, as appears by their name 
introduced into the left lower margin of the front of the sheet. 
The size of the form was slightly diminished, measuring about 
8g by inches, but in other respects it remained the same.

In January, 1881, an alteration was made by the addition at 
the foot o f the front of a “ N otice to the sender of tois 
T elegram. This Telegram will be accepted for transmission 
subject to the Regulations made pursuant to the 15th Section 
o f the Telegraph Act, 1868, and to the Notice printed on the 
back hereof.”  This latter Notice was divided into seven separate 
paragraphs. The unstamped form is designated A, and the 
stamped form A 1. This form was of the same size as the 
preceding, and was printed by Messrs. James Truscott and Sons, 
whose name appears in the lower margin of the front to the 
right. The whole of the forms printed by Messrs. Truscott and 
Sons were on thin white wove unwatermarked paper.

In June, 1881, Messrs. Harrison and Sons became the con
tractors for the printing. The formula as printed by them is 
the same as that last described, but the type is larger, and 
the paper, which is laid, is much whiter and of a superior 
quality to that previously employed. Stamped forms A 1 on 
this paper will be issued to the public so soon as the stock of 
the former printing is exhausted, and we have consequently 
included them in our synoptical list. This form measures 
8 g by 5 £ inchea ‘

SYNOPSIS.
1. Forms with embossed postage stamp o f one shilling in 

green, on thin white wove unwatermarked paper,
(a) December, 1869. Form Л1. Size, 11J by 8£ inches.
(è) October, 1871. Form A. Size, 1Ц by 8£ inches; with thirteen 

paragraphs of instructions on the back.
(c) May, 1873. Form A. Size, 11J by 8f  inches ; with instructions 

on front.
(d) 1874. Form Al. Size, 8f  by inches.
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2. Form with embossed telegraph stamp of one shilling in 
green, on thin white wove unwatermarked paper.

(а) May, 1876, Form Al. Size, 8f  by 5 j  inches.
(б) Form Al. Size, 8j  by 5| inches.
(c) January, 1881. Form Al. Size, 8J by inches ; with “  Notice to

sender” on front.

3. Form with embossed telegraph stamp of one shilling in 
green, on white laid paper.

June, 1881. Form Al. Size, 8| by 5Ï inches ; with “ Notice to sender,” 
as in the last preceding.
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SECTION IL

POSTAL TELEGRAPH CARES.

A  desire having been manifested for the supply of a telegraph 
message form which persons could conveniently carry about with 
them, and in the event o f  being unable or unwilling to send the 
message to a telegraph office might deposit it in the nearest letter
box, a card was prepared and issued, early in 1872, on the back 
o f which was printed a notice to the effect, that if  the card was 
deposited in a post-box for the reception of letters, it would be 
carried at the next clearance to a telegraph office, and the mes
sage inscribed on the card would be duly transmitted by 
telegraph from thence to the address designated.

D esign.— In the left upper corner was struck the embossed 
envelope stamp of one shilling in green, and is the only 
instance of a stamp being officially placed in that position by 
the British Post-office. On the front of the card, to the right 
o f the stamp, were the words “ From” and “ To,” with spaces 
and lines for the addresses.

The card was stout white, 60 to the inch, measuring 4| by 
3 j\y inches, or 120 by 78 mm., and was ruled for the reception 
of a message of twenty words, four words in each lino; and 
in a line immediately above the space for the message were 
the following instructions : “  One word only should be written 
in each space from left to right across the card,” while below is 
a note as to special directions for forwarding the message. On 
the back of the card was postal telegraph card, in large 
letters, followed by “  For Inland Telegrams only,”  the first two 
words being separated from the last two by the Itoyal Arms 
with supporters. Below was a notice to the public in four 
closely-printed paragraphs, and a recommendation to insert the 
date and hour of posting in blanks left for the purpose.



Two varieties of this card are found, due to different settings 
up of the type.

(а) In the first, prepared in January, 1872, and issued to the 
public on 1st April, 1872, the Royal Arms at the back measure 
22 mm. along the base, and the place where the stamp is em
bossed on the front is marked out on the reverse side by two 
lines at right angles to each other, apparently as an indication 
where the office stamp should be struck. Copies have been 
found showing a curious typographical error in the first word of 
the lino of instructions immediately above the spaco ruled for 
the message. The “  e ”  in “  One ” is a defective letter, making 
the word read as “  Ono,” an error which was corrected as soon 
as it was discovered, and as this occurred while the impression 
was being printed off, specimens with the error are in conse
quence very rare.

(б) The second impression, though prepared in February, 
1872, does not appear to have been issued to the public till 
August, 1874, and is readily distinguishable from the first im
pression, as the card is rather thinner and whiter, and measures 
nearly 2 mm. less in depth. On the reverse side, the Royal Arms 
measure along the base 25 mm., and the whole of the inscrip
tions are in larger type, though the composition is the same as 
in the previous impression. The two lines marking the place 
of the stamp at the back are wanting.

The demand appears to have been but small, and after the 
stock manufactured in January and February, 1872, had become 
exhausted, no more were printed. They were removed from the 
list of stamps sold at the Post-offices some years since, and have 
not been procurable at any of the offices for a long time past. 
Specimens consequently are becoming scarce.

SYNOPSIS.
Telegraph cards with embossed envelope stamp of one shilling 

in green, on white card.
(a) 1st April, 1872. Arms measuring 22 mm.

VARIETY.
Same, with “ One ” on face reading “ Ono."

(Ò) August, 1874. Arms measuring 25 mm.
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SECTION III.

ADHESIVE TELEGRAPH STAMPS.

I n 1875, as has been previously stated, the great desirability of 
separating the accounts of the telegraph and postal services so 
as to judge of the receipts derived from each respectively, was 
so strongly urged on the Government that it was determined to 
adopt a special set of stamps for the telegraph service, and no 
longer to admit the payment of the charges on telegraphic 
messages to be made by the medium of postage stamps.

Instructions were in consequence given to Messrs. De La Hue 
and Co. to prepare designs of telegraph stamps of the values of 
one penny, threepence, one shilling, and five shillings, to be 
executed on the typographic system, similar to that then em
ployed by them for the postage stamps, and to bo printed by 
them on paper supplied by the Inland Revenue Department. 
The values ordered at the time we refer to were afterwards 
supplemented by others of the values of fourpence, sixpence, 
three shillings, ten shillings, one pound, five pounds, and one 
halfpenny, so that the entire series as in actual use at the 
present time consists o f:

1. The One Penny
2. Тпе Threepence
3. The One Shilling
4. The Five Shillings
5. The Fourpence 

The Sixpence 
The Three Shillings 
The Ten Shillings 
The One Pound

10. The Five Pounds
11. The One Halfpenny

6.
7.
8.
9.

issued 1st February, 1876.

1st March, 1877.

1st April, 1880.



Before proceeding to examine each of these stamps seriatim, we 
shall be enabled to avoid much unnecessary repetition if we com
mence by noticing some features which are common to the stamps 
of the two services— the telegraph and the postal— and others 
which are peculiar to the telegraph stamps among themselves.

D esign.— In point of general design they resemble those of 
the postal service, insomuch as that they both uniformly bear 
a diademed portrait in profile of the Queen to the left; but 
they differ in one unmistakeable particular— that the exterior 
form of the stamp is that of a transverse rectangular oblong, 
and not an upright one. In the ornamentation o f the frame
work enclosing the head there is a general identity of style and 
that peculiar sameness of effect which all the inspirations of 
Mr. Owen Jones alike display, whether they may have been 
primary or have been filtered through the medium of the 
designer of Messrs. Dc La Rue and Co.’s establishment.

P late.— The plates are constructed in a similar manner to 
those for the postage stamps (p. 103), except with some modifi
cations consequent on the difference of the shape of the two 
series, which will be noticed under each head, and a similar 
conventional division of the sheets into Poshoffice sheets is 
adopted in the case of these stamps.

L ettering.— Letters throughout all the stamps of the tele
graph service are inserted into the lower angles only, the first 
letter indicating the place of the stamp in the vertical row, and 
the second its place in the horizontal row.

Plate N umbers.— Prior to the commencement of the present 
year the actual number of the plate, and also the official number, 
were introduced into the upper and lower margins of the sheet, 
the plate number occupying the right, and the official number 
the left corners of the upper margin, the position of the two 
being reversed in the lower one. These numbers were inserted 
in the same manner as in the postage stamps (p. 105).

P aper,— In all the values, with the exception o f the one 
halfpenny, the one penny, and the one pound, where a corres
ponding value is found in the postage series, the paper employed
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is the same as that on which the postage stamps of corresponding 
values are printed, the shape of the stamps causing the pane to 
be sideways as compared with the latter. Thus the threepence, 
sixpence, and one shilling telegraph stamps were printed on tho 
postage stamp paper, watermarked with the “ spray of rose,” 
until the commencement of the present year, when that water
marked with “ Crown, 1880,” was substituted. The fourpence 
telegraph stamp is still (June, 1881) printed on the postage 
stamp paper watermarked with the “ large garter,” but that 
watermarked with the “ Crown, 1880,” will doubtless be 
substituted as soon as the stock in hand is exhausted. Tho 
five shillings and the ten shillings are printed on the postage 
stamp paper watermarked with the “  Maltese cross.” The three 
shillings telegraph stamp, of the same size as the threepence, 
sixpence, and one shilling, is printed on the postage stamp 
paper watermarked with the “ spray of rose," but when the 
stock in hand is exhausted will doubtless make its appearance 
on that watermarked with “ Crown, 1880.”  The one halfpenny, 
one penny, one pound, and five pounds are all printed on a 
paper watermarked with “ shamrock,” specially introduced for 
the one penny, as will be noticed hereafter.

Where the paper and the impression of the stamps of the two 
services are common to each other, it may seem to be somewhat 
anomalous that the changes adopted in the stamps of one servirò 
are not carried out immediately in those of the other. But 
although in fact these changes are ordered to bo carried out 
simultaneously, yet the exact period when they come into opera
tion, so far as the public is concerned, is subordinate to differ
ences in the requirements of the two services. Thus the 
consumption of the one shilling value for the telegraph service 
is very large in comparison with the demand for that value for 
postage purposes; for while Plate No. 13 of the one shilling 
postage stamp now in use was approved so long ago as May, 
1875, no less than eleven plates o f similar value have since 
that date been approved for the telegraph service. On the 
other hand, the postage stamp o f fourpence is extensively



used for the single letter rate to countries in the second class of 
the Postal Union, while there is but little demand for it for 
telegraph purposes ; and as regards the one penny telegraph 
stamp, its only use can he as small change to make up a pay
ment, or when a twopenny receipt for a telegram is required. 
These considerations account also for the fact that, while the 
one shilling telegraph stamp was issued on “ Crown, 1880,” in 
March last, a like issue of the corresponding postage value only 
took place 15th June, 1881, subsequent to the remarks we made 
at page 132, which were at that time printed off. Again, 
the colour of the fourpence postage stamp was changed to 
inouse-brown on the 1st September, 1880, and the paper to 
“ Crown, 1880,”  on the 1st January last, yet no corresponding 
changes have been announced in the fourpence telegraph stamp 
up to the present time, 30th June, 1881.

Control M arks.— The paper introduced for the one penny 
telegraph stamp was watermarked in the upper and lower 
margins of the sheet with the word “  Mark,” over which the 
control mark, similar to that employed for the postage stamps 
mulatte mutandte, was affixed, (p. 107.) This mark was also 
affixed on the postage stamp paper given out for the other 
telegraph stamps, until the commencement of the present year, 
when the system was abandoned.

The observations made previously (p. 108) with regard to the 
gumming of the type-printed postage stamps equally apply to 
the telegraph stamps. The perforation is also the same as for 
the corresponding values of the postage stamps, except so far as 
relates to the one pound stamp, which is perforated 14.
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1. The One Penny.
Date of issue, 1st February, 1876.

Design,— The design consists of the head of the Queen, of 
smaller dimensions than in the postage stamp of corresponding 
value, on a groundwork of fine horizontal lines, within a double
lined plain circular band, on which is inscribed, in coloured
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block letters, telegraphs in the upper part, and one penny 
below. The spandrels are filled in with ornamentation of a 
conventional character. White letter blocks I v ^ / V V A ^ - - '  » / \ r  r\s-\r\ 
are in the lower angles carrying letters in 
colour, and the number of the plate is 
inserted in the circular band on each side.
The exterior rectangular frame measures 
22£ by 18£ mm.

P late.— The plate is constructed to admit of the printing a 
sheet of two hundred stamps in two panes of ten rows of ten 
casts in each row. In the upper margin of the sheet is the 
legend telegraphs one penny, in large block letters.

Plates Nos. 1 and 2 were approved 11th August, 1875; 
Plates Nos. 3 and 4, on 16th ; and Plate No. 5, on the 30th of 
the samo month. No specimens have been found printed from 
Plate No. 1, and we have in consequence omitted it from the 
synoptical list. Plate No. 3 is that which is at present in use. 
Plate No. 5 has been diverted to another object, having been 
utilized for the halfpenny value.

Paper.— The paper, as has been previously mentioned, was 
specially manufactured for this stamp, and is watermarked with a 
“  shamrock,” disposed in two panes of ten rows of ten in each 
row, corresponding with the arrangement of the plate panes. 
The sheet measures about 10 by 21 inches.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression is red-brown, 
similar to that employed for the postage stamp (1880) of 
corresponding value.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  shamrock.” Plates Nos. 2 and 3. 

Perf 14.' ' 1st February, 1876. One penny, Ted-brown.

2. The Threepence.
Date of issue, 1st February, 1876.

Design.—-The head of the Queen in a circle, with a ground
work of fine horizontal lines, is enclosed in a white transverse-



pointed oval band. In the upper part of the band is tele
graphs, and in the lower three pence, in coloured block 

letters. At each angle are plain white 
blocks, the two upper being fdled in with 
the number of the plate, and the two 
lower with the ordinary lettering, all in 
colour. The vacant spaces in the design 
are filled in with commonplace ornamenta

tion. The rectangular frame measures 22£ by 18£ mm.
P late.— The plate was constructed to admit of printing a 

sheet of 240 stamps, divided into twelve smaller sheets of 
twenty each, as in the case of the postage stamp of like value. 
The jianes were arranged in three rows of four in each row, 
separated from each other horizontally by a space of about half 
an inch, and vertically by a space equal to the width of a stamp, 
each pane consisting of twenty casts, arranged in four rows of 
five in each row, and measuring 4| by 3 ^  inches.* In the 
vertical margins at each end of the pane was printed the legend, 
TELEGRAPHS THREE PENCE.

Impressions from Plate No. 1 havo not been found by us, and 
are not among those which are registered at Somerset House; 
Plate No. 2 was approved 10th October, 1875 ; Plate No. 3, on 
21st March, 1876 ; Plate No. 4, on 30th July, 1877 ; and Plate 
No. 5, on 12th January, 1878; but neither of the two last have 
at present been brought into use.

Early in the present year (1881) the arrangement of the panes 
composing the plate underwent a modification, consequent on 
the abandonment of the paper watermarked with the “  spray of 
rose,” and the substitution in its place of the “ Crown, 1880,” 
paper. Six panes of 20 casts each were formed into one of 120 
in the same manner as in the adhesive postage stamp of similar 
value (page 140), and ornaments were introduced into the margins

* It must be borne in mind that when the postage stamp paper is 
used for the telegraph stamps that which is the side of the sheet in the 
postage stamps becomes the top of the sheet in the telegraph stamps, and 
the watermarks appear sideways on the stamps.
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showing where the pane might be divided into Post-office sheets. 
At the same time the legends, control marks, and the plate 
numbers on the margins were suppressed.

These changes were carried out while Plate No. 3 was in use.
P aper.— The paper up to the commencement of the present 

year was the same as that introduced in 1867 for such of the 
postage stamps as were at that period arranged in twelve panes, 
watermarked with a “ spray o f rose.” Consequent on this stamp 
being a transverse oblong instead of an upright one, the water
marks appear lengthwise.

At the beginning of the present year the paper was changed, 
and that which had been originally introduced in 1880 for the 
postage stamps of one penny, watermarked “ Crown 1880,” was 
substituted.

I mpression.— The colour o f  the impression is carmine.

SYNOPSIS.
1. Paper watermarked with “  spray of rose.” Plates Nos. 2 

and to 3 ; perf. 14.
1st February, 1876. Threepence, carmine.

2. Paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880.” Plate No. 3 ; 
Deii 14™ ' ‘ 1881. Threepence, carmine.

3. T he One Shilling.
Date of Issue, 1st February, 1876.

D esign.— The same small head o f the Queen, on a ground
work o f fine horizontal lines, is placed within a double-lined 
white upright truncated oval band, in
scribed telegraphs at the top, and one 
SHILLING below, in coloured block letters.
In the angles of the rectangular frame in
closing this design are white blocks, the 
uppermost bearing the number of the plate, 
and the two lower the letters. The vertical spaces between the 
upper and lower blocks are filled in with an ornamental framing,



which is continued along the bottom and top except where in
tercepted by the white border. The stamp measures 22A by 
18| mm.

P late.— The plate was constructed to admit o f printing a 
sheet of 240 stamps arranged in twelve panes, as in the three
pence last described ; but at the commencement of the present 
year a similar alteration was made in their arrangement, the six 
panes on one side being formed into a single pane of 120 casts, 
and the six on the other side into a similar single pane.

Plate No. 1 was approved 28th May, 1875, and Plate No. 2 
on the 30th of the same month. Plate No. 3 was approved 
2nd September, 1875; Plate No. 4 on the 11th September, 
1876, and Plates Nos. 5 and 6 in 1877. Of Plate No. 7 no 
trace has been found, nor have any impressions from it been 
seen by us. Plates Nos. 8 and 9 were approved in 1878, the 
one on the 26th September, and the other on the 15th Novem
ber. Plate No. 10 was approved 19th September, 1879, and 
Plate No. 11, at present in use, on the 13th May, 1880. The 
impression from this latter on which the imprimatur is endorsed 
is arranged in twelve panes, on paper watermarked with “  spray 
o f rose.”

P aper.— The paper was the postage stamp paper watermarked 
with the “ spray of rose,” and so continued until the commence
ment of the present year, when that watermarked with “  Crown 
1880" was substituted for it, and the panes of Plate No. 11 
were brought together. A  device was printed on the margins of 
each pane to indicate where it could be divided horizontally into 
three equal portions, and vertically into two, so as to form six 
Post-oftrce sheets of twenty stamps, each of the facial value of j£1.

I mpression.— The impression was in green of a similar tone 
to that employed for the postage stamps of corresponding value, 
but in the month of March, 1881, simultaneously with the 
alteration in the paper and with the issue of impressions from 
Plate No. 11, the colour was changed to a light brown-red, 
similar to that on which the postage stamps of one shilling are 
at present printed.
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SYNOPSIS.
1. Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Plates Nos. 1 

to 10 (except Plate 7); perf. 14.
1st February, 1876. One shilling, green, greyish green (shades).

2. Paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880.” Plate No. 11 ; 
peri. 14.

March, 1881. One shilling, light brown-red.

4. T he F ive Shillings.
Date of issue, 1st February, 1876.

D esign.— The design consists of the head of the Queen of 
a similar size to that in the postage stamp of corresponding 
value, with a groundwork of fine horizontal lines enclosed in a 
circle, and within a rectangular trans
verse oblong frame, measuring 30 by 
25 mm. In the angles are solid coloured 
blocks, in the two upper of which are 
the plate numbers, and in the two lower 
the letters in white. In the upper and 
lower portions of the frame are tablets 
with the inscriptions telegraphs five 
shillings, in coloured block letters on a white ground, and 
the two vertical sides of the frame are composed of an orna
mental pattern.

P late.— The plate, like that of the postage stamp of corres
ponding value, is constructed to admit of printing a sheet of 
eighty stamps, divided into four panes, each pane consisting of 
twenty casts disposed in five rows of four in each row. Above 
and below each pane is printed in large Roman capitals the 
legend telegraphs five shillings.

Plate No. 1 was approved 5th August, 1875 ; Plate No, 2 on 
the 30th of the same month, and Plate No. 3, which is that at 
present in use, on 14th October, 1878.

P aper.— T he paper is the same as that employed for the



postage stamps of corresponding value, watermarked with the 
“  Maltese cross."

Impression.— The colour is pink, similar to that of the 
postage stamps of the same value, and varies considerably in 
depth o f shade.

Perforation.— Like the postage stamps of the same value, 
the perforation is 15. (p. 146.)

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “  Maltese cross.”  Plates Nos. 1, 2, 

and 3 ; perf. 15.
1st February, 1876. Five shillings, pink (shades).
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5. T he F ourpence.
Date of issue, 1st March, 1877.

D esign.— At the two extremities of a solid tablet, on which 
is the inscription four pence, in white block letters, are the 
letter blocks in white. From these spring an arched solid band, 
the outermost line of which intercepts the 
line of the transverse oblong rectangular 
frame enclosing the whole design. On this 
band is the inscription telegraphs, in 
white block letters, and within the semi
circular space is the head of the Queen in 
a circle 12£ mm. in diameter. The upper corners are filled up 
with an ornamental design, and the plate numbers aro inserted 
on white circular blocks in the spaces between the tablet and 
the circle enclosing the head. The štamp measures 22£ by 
18£ mm.

P late.— The plate, like that at that period used for printing 
the postage stamp of corresponding value, is constructed to 
admit of printing a sheet divided into four panes, each con
sisting of sixty casts, disposed in six rows of ten in each row. 
In the margin at the left end o f each pane is the legend tele
graphs four pence in block letters.
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Plate No. 1 was approved on 12th January, 1877, and Plato 
No. 2 on the 18th June, 1877, but this latter has not yet been 
brought into use.

P aper,— This is the same as that formerly employed for the 
postage stamp of corresponding value, watermarked with “  large 
garter.”

I mpression.— The colour of the impression is light sage-green, 
as adopted for the postage stamp of corresponding value at the 
period when this stamp was firet issued, the imprimatur of 
Plato No. 1 being in this colour.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ large garter.” Porf. 14.

1st March, 1877. Fourpence, pale sage-green.

6. T he S ixpence.
Date of issue, 1st March, 1877.

D esign.— The small head of the Queen, in a circle 12£ mm. 
in diameter, is enclosed in a transverse oblong rectangular frame 
of 22£ by 18£ mm., the upper angles of 
which are incurved. The value, six tence, 
is inserted on a plain white tablet below, 
at each extremity of which are the letter 
blocks ; at the top is a similar tablet in
scribed telegraphs ; while at the lower 
corners of this latter are the plate numbers 
in white circular discs.

P late.— The plate like that for the threepence before de
scribed was originally composed of twelve panes, but at the com
mencement of the present year, when Plate No. 2 was brought 
into use, these were united so as to form two panes of 120 
casts each.

Plate No. 1 was approved on the 12th January, 1877, and 
Plate k o. 2 on the 18th June, 1877. This latter is at present 
in use.

So long as the stamps were arranged in twelve panes the
2 в



legend telegraphs six pence was introduced in the left margin 
of each pane, but since the panes have been brought together 
not only the legend, but the control marks and plate numbers, 
both ordinary and official, have been suppressed.

Paper.— The paper, like that on which the threepence was 
printed, was, up to the commencement of the year, that water
marked with the “ spray of rose,” but now “ Grown, 1880."

I mpression.— The colour of the impression is greenish-grey, 
like that of the postage stamp of corresponding value.

SYNOPSIS.
(1) Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose.” Plate No. 1. 

Perf. 14.
1st March, 1877. Sixpence, greenish-grey.

(2) Paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880.” Plate No. 2.
Perf. 14. .

1881. Sixpence, greenish-grey.
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7. T he  T hree S hillings.
Date of issue, 1st March, 1877.

D esign.— The head of the Queen is on a groundwork of fine 
horizontal lines, in an equilateral octagon of 12-t mm. in 
diameter, enclosed in an elongated octagonal solid border, the 

exterior lines of which intercept the ex
ternal lines of the rectangular frame, which 
measures 22£ by 18J mm. On this band 
is the legend telegraphs three shillings, 
in white block letters. In the angles are 
white blocks, those in the upper ones carry

ing the plate numbers, and the lower the letters. On each 
side of these blocks angular portions are removed, so as to 
form gaps in the exterior line of the rectangular frame.

P late.— The plate is constructed to admit of twelve panes of 
twenty casts in each, in four rows of five in each row, and is 
arranged as in the other stamps where the plate consists of a 
like number o f panes.
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Plato No. 1 was approved 12th January, 1877, and is the 
only one which has as yet been approved.

P aper.— The paper is that made for the stamps which are 
arranged in twelve panes, being the postage stamp paper water
marked with the “  spray of rose.” Up to the present time no 
alteration has been made in the paper, but that watermarked 
“ Crown, 1880,”  will doubtless be substituted so soon as the 
stock in hand watermarked with “  spray of rose ” is exhausted. 

I mpression.— The colour of the impression is slate-blue.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ spray of rose." Plate No. 1. Perf. 14. 

1st March, 1877. Threepence, slate-blue.

8. T he T en S hillings.
Date of issue, 1st March, 1877.

D esign.— The head of the Queen is o f the same size as that 
introduced into the five sliillings previously described, and is on 
a groundwork of line horizontal lines, within an equilateral 
octagon of 16| mm. diameter. The 
stamp measures 30 by 25 mm. Above 
the head, a white tablet, in form 
resembling the half of an elongated 
hexagon, carries the inscription 
telegraphs, and a similar one below 
the inscription ten shillings, all in 
coloured block letters. In the angles 
are coloured blocks, the upper ones 
plate numbers, and the lower with the letters. The remainder 
of the design consists of ornamental arabesque work.

P late.— The plate is constructed in four рапез, exactly 
similar to the five shillings previously described, and in the 
margin at the bottom o f each pane is the legend telegraphs 
ten shillings, in Roman capitals.

Plato No. 1, the only one constructed, was approved 17th 
January, 1877.

2 в 2
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P aper.— The paper is that employed for the postage stamp of 
corresponding value, watermarked with the “  Maltese cross.” 
(p. 146.)

I mpression.— The impression is in green-grey, similar to that 
of the postage stamp of the corresponding value, and the per
foration is also 15.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarked with “ Maltese cross.” Plate No. 1. Perf. 15. 

1st March, 1877. Ten shillings, green-grey.

9. The One P ound.
Date of Issue, 1st March, 1877.

D esign.— The head of the Queen, on a groundwork of fine 
horizontal lines, in a circle of 16| mm, diameter, is surrounded 
by a white transverse pointed oval border, on which is inscribed 
telegraphs above and one pound below, in graduated block 
coloured letters. This is enclosed in a rectangular transverse

oblong frame, 
measuring 58 by 
22 mm., within 
which there is 
an ornamental 
frame extending 
all round, except 
where intercep

ted top and bottom by the exterior lines of the oval band, and by 
solid blocks at the angles. In the two upper of these latter the 
plate number is inserted, and in the two lower the letters. 
Within, on each side of the points of the oval band, is “ £1 ” in 
white, on a diapered ground.

P late.— The plate is constructed to admit of the printing of 
a sheet composed of sixty stamps, in two panes of ten rows of 
three casts in a row. In the margins at the top and the bottom 
is the legend, telegraphs one pound.

Plate No. 1, the only one constructed, was approved 12th 
January, 1877.
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P aper.— The paper employed is that manufactured for the 
one penny telegraph stamp, watermarked with a “ shamrock,” 
but аз the stamps are disposed sideways on the sheet as com
pared with those of the one penny, the watermarks also appear 
sideways on the stamp. Further, as the paper for the one penny 
was prepared to receive two panes of ten rows of ten in each 
row, and three rows of the stamp of X I are only equivalent to 
nine rows of the one penny, one row o f the watermarks is left 
clear of the impression, while three appear sideways on each 
stamp.

Impression.— The colour of the impression is brown-violet, 
similar to that of the postage stamp of corresponding value.

SYNOPSIS.
Paper watermarkod with “  shamrock ’’ repeated three times 

sideways. Plate No. 1. Perf. 14.
1st March, 1877. One pound, brown-violet.

10. T he F ive Pounds.
Date of issue, 1st March, 1877.

D esign .— The head of the Queen, on a groundwork of fine 
horizontal lines, is enclosed in a circle of similar dimensions to 
that of the five shillings. The circle is set in a transverse 
oblong rectangu
lar frame, the 
exterior measure
ment of which is 
54 by 31 mm.
An ornamental 
frame entirely 
surrounds the 
stamp, and is 
made wider at 
the top and bottom to receive two plain white tablets 42 mm. 
long, the upper one inscribed t e l e g r a p h s , and the lower f i v e



pounds, in coloured block letters, while at the ends of the upper 
are solid coloured blocks for the plate numbers, and at the ends 
of the lower similar blocks for the letters. On each side of 
the circle is “  £5 ” in white, on a diapered ground.

P late.— The plate is constructed to admit of the printing a 
sheet composed of forty-two stamps, divided into two panes of 
seven vertical rows of three casts in each row. The legend 
telegraphs five pounds is introduced in the margin at the top 
and bottom of the sheet as in the one pound.

Plate No. 1 is the only one which has been constructed, and 
was approved 17th January, 1877.

P aper.— The paper employed is that watermarked with the 
“  shamrock,” manufactured for the one penny telegraph stamp. 
The construction of the plate being similar to that of the one 
pound, the impression is in consequence made in the same 
manner, and the watermarks appear sideways on the stamps ; 
but as the depth of this stamp does not correspond with the 
width of the one penny, the watermarks are somewhat irregularly 
disposed on it.

I mpression.— The colour of the impression is orange-vermilion, 
the minium of foreign catalogues.

P erforation,— The stamp being exactly double the size of 
the five shillings, is perforated by the same machines, and 
gauges 15 to the two centimètres.

SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “ shamrock.” Plate No. 1 ; perf. 15.
1st March, 1877. Five pounds, orange-vermilion.
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11. T he One H alfpenny.
Date of issue, 1st April, 1880.

P late.— Consequent on the alteration in the telegraph rates 
for messages to several of the countries within the Postal Union, 
which came into operation on the 1st April, 1880, it was
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necessary to provide immediately an additional value of ono 
halfpenny. To effect this a plate of the one penny, No. 5—  
impressions from which had been already 
approved, though the plate itself had not 
been brought into service— was taken, and 
the value removed from the casts composing 
it. In place of the value so removed block 
letters in type were introduced, and the 
first issue of the halfpenny appeared on a plate numbered 5.

Impressions from the plate as so altered were approved 13th 
March, 1880, and no other plate has as yet been constructed.

P a p e r .— T h e p a p er  e m p lo y e d  is  th a t m a n u fa ctu re d  fo r  th e  

o n e  p e n n y , w a te rm a rk e d  w ith  “  s h a m ro ck .”
Impression.— The colour of the impression is orange-vermilion, 

similar to that of the five pounds.

SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “ shamrock.” Plate No. 5 ; perf. 14. 
1st April, 1880. One halfpenny, orange-vermilion.



SECTION IV.

1868-9. Shortly after the passing of the “ Telegraph Act,
1868,”  two designs appear to have heen submitted for stamps 
to he used in the service. These designs have not been seen 
by us, but the following is the description o f them, taken from 
the Philatelist, voi. vi. p. 56. 1872 :

I. Square, Head of Queen to right, in circle ; value in words
right and left ; roses in upper, shamrock and thistle in lower 
angles ; t e l e g r a m  beneath in graduated capitals. Head en
graved in cameo, so as to give the appearance of relief. Printed 
on white card. One shilling, black.

»  green.
II. Square. Wreath of oak and laurel leaves, with imperial 

Crown, forming a circle, within a double-lined frame ; value in 
words in centre ; t e l e g r a m  in graduated letters below. Printed 
in colour on white card.

One shilling, black.
„ . green.

P roofs from the O fficial D ies.
Messrs. De La Rue and Co. have in their pattern books a 

specimen copy of every die engraved by them for this branch 
of the service, printed in black on white enamelled card. To 
enumerate these would be a needless repetition.

Besides these there is a specimen of the five pound value 
printed from the die as completed, but in gold, as a trial, on the 
paper of the issue, watermarked with “ shamrock.” The speci
men is not however perforated.

The gold used was pure, and the effect very chaste ; but the 
authorities decided against its adoption on account of the expense, 
which was said to amount to about sixpence each ! Orange-red 
was therefore substituted. This trial was printed early in 1877.

No other proofs from the official dies are known.

ESSA r ø  AND PROOFS OF TELEGRAPH STAMPS.



A D D E N D A  E T  C O R R I G E N D A .

Page 60, last line but one, for “  imform ” read “  inform.”

Page 67, top ; and page 69, foot. With reference to the oval 
shape o f the perforations produced in some of the stamps by 
Archer’s machine, we have had the opportunity, since the above 
pages were printed off, o f examining several specimens, and are 
convinced that the irregular shape of the holes is caused by a 
second descent o f the round perforating needles, nearly coinci
dent with the first. When a second descent takes place at a 
small interval from the first, the perforation assumes a form 
somewhat resembling the figure 8, the cusps made by the inter
secting circles being clearly visible. It is only when a second 
descent o f the needles cuts away the paper left between the 
holes that the saw-like or jagged edges referred to on page 69 
are produced. Wherever, therefore, the shape of the holes is 
found other than circular, the circumstance is entirely due to 
irregularities in the process of perforation, and not to the 
needles, which have uniformly been round.

Page 83 n. A  further search in the records at Somerset 
House shows that Plate No. 1 of the twopence was completed 
2nd May, 1840 ; but there is no trace that it ever was hardened. 
Plate No. 2 was completed and hardened 31st July, 1840 ; and 
both plates were defaced 27th January, 1842. A s it  is clear 
from the records of the Post-office that twopenny stamps were 
issued in May and June, 1840, these must have been printed 
from Plate No. 1, notwithstanding it had not been hardened ; 
and after making a close examination of the earliest specimens, 
we find the most remarkable confirmation of the fact. These



specimens present a soft appearance, the impression si lowing 
signs as if the plate had heen “ taken down” overmuch; while 
as the usage of the plate proceeded signs of wear become very 
apparent.

Page 104, line 20 from the top, and page 132 n.t Since 
these pages were printed off the paper watermarked “ Crown 
1880 ” has, as we surmised, been substituted for that water
marked with “  spray of rose ” in the one shilling, so that the 
whole of the ordinary-sized stamps are now printed on the 
“ Crown 1880” paper. Marks are introduced into the exterior 
margins of each pane of one hundred and twenty stamps, 
denoting where it may be divided horizontally into two 
equal portions, and each of these vertically into three; the 
entire pane being thus separated into six equal parts, each 
constituting a “ Post-office sheet” of the value of £1.

This issue to the public took place on 15th June, 1881, Plate 
No. 13 being still in use. The colour of the impression, pale 
brown-vermilion, has not been altered.

Page 113. The engraving of Die IL of the fourpence is in
accurate, insomuch as it shows a linear ground on the lower 
portion of the frame. The ground really is solid, as stated in 
the text.

Page 133. Add to  sy n op s is  o f  “ o n e  s h i l l in g ”  f o u r t h  i s s u e :

(2) Paper watermarked with “ Crown 1880." Plate No. 13. 
Perf. 14.

One shilling, pale brown-vermilion.

Page 141. In the synoptical list o f the issues of the three
pence, “  Second Issue ” has been accidentally omitted above 
Die II., and “  Third Issue ” above Die III.

Page 149, last line in page. Plate No. 22 is at present in 
use. Impressions from this plate were first issued to the public 
at the end of June, 1881.
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Pago 1 6 0 ,  insert :

1 8 .  T he O ne P enny ( 1 8 8 1 ) .

Postage and Inland Revenue Stamp.
Date of Issue, 28th June, 1881.

Early in the month o f  June, 1 8 8 1 ,  the following N o t i c e  t o  

t h e  P u b l i c  was issued from the Post-office :

“  Use o f Id. Adhesive Postage Stamps and \d. Adhesive Receipt 
Stamps for either receipt or postage purposes.

“  In future the Ordinary Adhesive Penny Receipt Stamp 
may he used as a Penny Postage Stamp, and the Adhesive 
Penny Postage Stamp as an Ordinary Receipt Stamp.

“  It is understood that for the purpose of postage the Receipt 
Stamps, in common with Postage Stamps, must have no printing 
or writing placed on their face by the public.

“  By command of the Postmaster-General.”

The above Notice was grounded on the provisions of the 
47th Section of “ The Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1 8 8 1 , ”  

by which it was enacted, “  That on and after the first day of 
June, 1 8 8 1 ,  any stamp duties of one penny, which may legally 
be denoted by adhesive stamps not appropriated by any word 
or words on the face of them to any particular description of 
instrument, may be denoted by adhesive penny postage stamps ; 
and on and after that day postage duties may be paid by the 
use of penny adhesive stamps not appropriated by any word or 
words on the face of them to postage duty or to any particular 
description o f instrument.”

It is clear that the Act of Parliament contemplated only the 
admission to the payment of postage duties of the adhesive 
“  I n l a n d  R e v e n u e  ” stamps, of which there are several varieties ; 
but under the terms of the notice issued by the Postmaster
General not only all these, but the one penny “  r e c e ip t  ” and 
“ d r a f t ”  stamps ( 1 8 5 3  and 1 8 5 4 ) ,  printed in blue and brown, 
and the “ d r a f t  p a y a b l e  o n  d e m a n d  o r  r e c e ip t  ” stamp of 
1 8 5 6 ,  have been admitted to prepay the postage on letters. 
W e give, for reference sake, a list of those known to us.



380 POSTAGE AND TELEGRAPH STAMPS OP GREAT BRITAIN.

List o f stamps o f the facial valíte o f one penny, which, under 
the provisions o f the Act above referred to, and the notice issued 
by the Postmaster-General, have, since the lsf June, 1881, been 
admitted to def ray a postage rate o f like amount.
Date o f  Issue. Colour. Paper. W aterm ark. Legend.

1. 1853. Blue Bluish
(safety)

Anchor with 
cable

Receipt, 1st Type.

2. 1854. 11 11 tl ,, 2nd Type.
3. I f 11 White I t I I  I f

4. I t Brown White I t Draft
6. 1856. Mauve Bluish 11 Draft payable on demand 

or receipt
6. I t Lilac White r * If If
7. 1857. Mauve Bluish 11 Inland Revenue.
8 . J ! 15 White I t t l

9. I I I t Bluish Anchor It
10. 11 11 White 11 »1
11. 1871. 11 11 11 ,, 1st Type.
12 . 11 I t И 11 ,, 2nd Type.
13. 1879. 11 11 11 „  3rd Type.
14. 1881. >1 11 Orb* >1 11

The first ten of these (Nos. 1 to 10) are of large dimensions, 
measuring 25 by 30 mm., and are all perforated 15. In Nos. 1 
to 6 the Queen’s head to the left is enclosed in an oval band, 
carrying the legend ; but in Nos. 7 to 10 the head is enclosed in 
a circular band. Nos. 11 to 14 are of smaller dimensions, 
measuring 18J by 22£ mm., and perforated 14; and the head 
of the Queen in these latter is enclosed in an oval band, carrying 
the inscription. Of these latter, in No. 11 the spandrels are 
filled in with a reticulated pattern ; in No. 12 the spandrels are 
plain, but the ornament at the corners of the inside line of the

* So long as these stamps were printed on paper watermarked with 
“ Anchor,” the plate was composed of a single pane of 240 stamps (sup. 
p. 148) ; but when the paper watermarked with “ Orb" was substituted, 
the plate was composed of two panes of 120 casts each. On the three 
exterior margins of each pane of the printed impressions was a facsimile 
signature of Sir J. C. Herries, the Chairman of the Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue. The fact is mentioned to prevent its being supposed 
that this paper was the same as that employed up to 1881 for the twopence 
halfpenny postage stamp.
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frame does not extend into the angles, and the oval band and 
inscription are heavy ; in No. 13 the corner ornament extends 
into the angles, and the oval band and inscription are lighter ; 
No. 14 only differs from No. 13 in the watermark of the paper.

The provisions of the Act of Parliament before referred to, 
though o f a permanent nature, were only designed to effect a 
transitory purpose, as the further manufacture o f the one penny 
postage stamp (1880) and of the Inland Eevenue stamps of one 
penny was ordered to be stopped, and a new stamp prepared, 
combining the two. Messrs. De La Eue and Co. were charged 
with the design and preparation of this stamp, which was issued 
to the public on the 28th June, 1881, as appears by a notice to 
that effect emanating from the Post-office.

D e s ig n . —The design consists o f the head of Her Majesty, 
similar in all respects to that of the “ One Penny, 1880,” on a 
groundwork of coarse lines, enclosed in an 
upright oval, round which is a solid coloured 
band, with the inscription p o s t a g e  a n d  
INLAND REVENUE at the top, and ONE PENNY 
below, all in small white block letters. This 
is superposed on an upright rectangular frame 
measuring 18J by 22| mm., composed of two 
lines, with a pearled linear ornament introduced between thorn, 
the frame extending entirely round the stamp, except where it 
is intercepted on the sides, top and bottom, by the oval band. 
The spandrels are left plain, nor are there any letter blocks or 
plate numbers on the stamps.*

• Though tho lines of this stamp aro coarsely engraved, yet in general 
appearance it is satisfactory, and the tone of colour pleasing. Messrs. De 
La Rue and Co., while not deviating from their regular standard, have 
wisely abandoned the meretricious style of ornamentation, which so much 
disfigures the one halfpenny and three halfpenny stamps, and have sue. 
ceeded in producing a stamp superior in design to any that has appeared 
since the current twopence-halfpenny. Still the principal object of a 
portrait on a stamp has been lost sight of. The head on all the postage 
stamps ought to be identical, and that this is not the case, any one will 
perceive on comparing this stamp with those of 1880. .



P l a t e .— The plate is constructed similarly to that of the 
“ One Penny, 1880,” consisting of two panes of 120 casts in 
each pane.

P a p e r . — The paper is the same as that introduced for the 
“ One Penny, 1880,” described supra, p. 156.

I m p r e s s io n .— The colour of the impression is lilac, and 
essentially fugitive.

The g u m  and p e r f o r a t io n  are identically the same as in the 
other stamps in Section III. of similar size.

SYNOPSIS.

Paper watermarked with “ Crown, 1880.” Peri. 14.
28th June, 1881. One penny, lilac.

Page 174, line 16 from top. In the latest printed envelopes 
which we have seen of size C (5£ by 3 inches), struck from 
dated dies (30. 4. 81), the number of the working die is omitted. 
The same probably occurs in the other sizes.

Page 176 n. The authorities seem to have at length dis
covered for themselves the truth of our observation in the note 
to this page. New working dies have been constructed by 
Messrs. De La Rue and Co., in which the date plugs are no 
longer inserted, and a fresh numbering of them has commenced, 
1, 2, 3, &o. This alteration, restoring the stamp to what it 
originally was, save in the quality of the engraving of the 
border, may be safely said to be a great improvement so far as 
its appearance is concerned. Working dies with the dates in
serted were last used on 13th May, 1881, on the envelopes 
stamped by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue for the 
use o f the Post-office. The dated dies are, however, still 
employed for stamping envelopes and paper brought in by the 
public.

Envelopes without dated dies were issued to the public on 
1st July, 1881.
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Page 184. Add to “  S y n o p s is  "—

(d) Of white laid paper. Die not numbered.
June, 1881. 5| by 3 inches.

Die II.— Envelopes of plain paper ; straight-cut upper flaps, 
gummed, and without seal device on flap. Die not dated. One 
penny, pink.

(a) Of white laid paper.
1st July, 1881. Two sizes :

1. 4ÿ by 2f inches.
2. Ы by 3 „

(b) Of thick white laid paper.*
3. 4§ by 3tt inches.

(c) Of azure wove paper ; upper flap rounded.t
4. by 3§ inches.

Page 206, bottom lino of text but two, add to list :
“ Stamp frame measuring 214 mm. by 26 mm., size F.”

Page 207. For some months past the size F of the R e g is 

t r a t io n  E n v e l o p e s  described in III, has been out of stock at 
the Post-office, but since the above pages were printed off has re
appeared with certain modifications in its construction and the 
legend, which will probably, so far as the mode of construction 
is concerned, be extended to such of the other sizes as have 
hitherto been made up in a similar manner; and the legend will 
doubtless be changed throughout the whole of the five sizes 
issued by the Post-office. As the envelope was constructed, a 
serrated seam ran horizontally along the reverse side, the sido 
flaps being folded down upon the long flap of the end opposite to 
that on which the stamp was impressed. As now constructed, the 
serrated edges are done away with, and the long flap İ3 brought

* The,paper of which this envelope is made is of very superior quality, 
and the “ ivory finish” of the outer side shows the embossed head to 
great advantage.

t  We have not yet seen this envelope, but have no doubt of its 
existence.



over the seam, which is secured by it as it extends to the two 
external edges. The printing of the legend on the front and the 
crossed lines is done previously to the flaps being closed down.

The inscription on the face is altered. The use of “  Regis
tered ” in a single-lined frame is discontinued, and the envelope 
is headed “  R e g is t e r e d  L e t t e r  ” in large block lettering, fol
lowed by the legend in three lines, “ This Letter must be 
handed to an Officer of the Post Office and a Receipt obtained. 
I f  otherwise Posted there will be an Extra Charge on Delivery,” 
all in thick block letters. The frame enclosing the inscription, 
“  The Stamp to pay the Postage must be placed here,” 
measuring 21£ by 24 mm., occupies the right upper comer of 
the front. The addition of a penalty clause to the inscription, 
it will be seen, is the most striking feature of the new issue, 
which will no doubt be appliod to all the other sizes as fresh 
printings take place.

The following addition must therefore be made at p. 207 :
IV. Inscription in three lines. Plain flap. Plain seams. 

July. 1881. Size F. Stamp frame measuring 214 by 24 mm.

Page 237. In “ Eifth Issue” after (3) insert—
3 (a) Paper, &c., as in (2) ; top comers only tapered.

One size. 12 by 5 inches, red-brown.

Page 330, line 8 from bottom. Omit “ and the number of 
words for which the stamp is applicable.”
_ The design of the exterior rectangular frame is identical in all 
the values with the exception of the tablet inscribed with the 
value, but the pattem of the ornamentation and back-ground of 
the interior is varied in each.
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CONCLUDING NOTICE.
O u r  thanks are due to M. Moens for the loan of nearly the whole of the 
blocks which, by special permission of the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue, have been used for illustrating this work. Others have been lent 
to us by Messrs. A. Smith & Co. ; while Messrs. Pemberton, Wilson, & Co. 
have contributed the plate of watermarks.

21st Ju ly, 1881.
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