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THE RETOUCHED 2 CENT ENVELOPE DIES OF THE
SERIES OF 1903,

By LOUIS G. BARRETT.

Since my first short note in Mekeel’s 
Weekly of August 13, 1904, calling atten
tici« to the discovery of the first re
touched die of the then current two cent 
stamped envelope, until the present time, 
over seven years later, the interest in 
these types by collectors has been al
most unprecedented.

With each successive installment of 
the descriptions, which finally carried 
the number of different types up to the 
considerable total of 143, with several 
important sub-varieties, an increasing 
number of collectors found much pleas
ure and interest in collecting and identi
fying these fascinating products of an 
economical (?) postal administration.

Starting out with but 200 working dies 
on a four years contract, and in the face 
of a constantly increasing use by the 
public of these convenient forms of pos
tal stationery, the contractors soon 
found themselves forced to recut many 
of the lines on these working dies or 
“transfers,” owing to the serious wear
ing down of the dies under the heavy 
pressure of embossing and the attempt 
to take about five times as many impres
sions from them as they were fitted 
for.

As stated above, 143 different and dis
tinct varieties are known, several being 
found on more than one “size” and often 
on all four “colors” of the Government
schedule.

Here I wish to impress upon collect
or- the great importance of keeping “en
tire ’ specimens only, and if possible un
used ones, only keeping a used copy in 
the event that an unused one may be 
unobtainable or unless lightly cancelled. 
Many of the identifying features of the 
various types are extremely hard to see 
on heavily cancelled specimens.

The value of keeping only entire en
velopes may be shown by the follow
ing example. If, for instance, a collector 
has a Size 7 envelope of a retouched 
type and he wishes to know which one 
of the 143 it is, he need not look through 
all of the descriptions, but only those ap
pearing on Size 7, viz., Types 8, 11, 45, 
102 and 121, thus at once narrowing the 
field down to five possibilities, and as 
each of these five is sufficiently distinct 
from the others, no difficulty should be 
had in finding the correct type, which 
we will say in this case was Type 8, with a 
tall “I” in the word W A S H IN ^ O N  
and with the two lobes at left end of 
lower ribbon \ftdely separated, the upper 
lobe being quite small and round. Also, 
a familiarity with the different “sizes” 
of envelopes as issued by the Govern
ment will tell him at once that this Type 
8 should be found on the four colors of 
paper, white, amber, blue and buff, used 
for that size 7.

To assist those collectors who may 
not know the different sizes one from 
another, and the colors of paper used 
for each. I give here the whole list as on 
the Government schedule, the dimensions 
being given in inches as there given, and 
in millimeters as known by philatelists. 
1 believe, in this connection, for the pur
pose of measuring “entire” envelopes, the 
system of “inches and fractions” will be 
found more convenient than the milli
meter scale.

Sizes 5, 13 and 3, in the order named, 
are the ones most commonly used.
Size 1, 276x5 Va inches ( 73x134 m.m.) issued in 

white only.

Size 2, 3%х51/г inches (82x139 т .ш .)  issued in all 
four colors.

Size 3. 3 ^ x 5  76 inches (85x149 m.m.) issued in all 
four colors.

3



Size 4, 3-H xS^ inches (92x149 m.m.) issued in 
white and amber only.

Size 5, 3)4x6 5-16 inches (89x160 m.m.) issued in 
all four colors.

Size 7, 3 ^ x S 2 i inches (98x225 m.m.) issued in  all 
four colors.

Size 8, 4 (4 x 9 Yi inches (105x241 m.m.) issued in 
w hite and am ber only.

Size 9, 4)4x10(4 inches (111x257 m.m.) issued in 
white and am ber only.

Size 10, 3 9-16x4^4 inches (90x117 m .m .) issued in 
white only.

Size 11, 4J4x3 Vi inches (10Sxl32 m.m.) issued in 
white only.

Size 13, 3)4x644 inches (95x171 m.m.) issued in 
all four colors.

Size 14, 3)4x6 5-16 inches (95x160 m.m.) issued in 
all four colors.

Size 12, is the m anila newspaper wrapper.

It will be seen at once from the above 
list that some of these sizes only occur 
on white, or on white and amber only, 
so that it will be useless to look for those 
types found on such sizes in blue or 
buff, unless the same type is used on an
other size where blue or buff papers 
would be used.

Many of the varieties are found on all 
four colors of paper; while some that 
shoiild be found on all four, according to 
schedule, have not yet been seen on 
some one or other of them. As, how
ever, even at this late date, varieties are 
being found on papers previously un
known, in remote country postoffices, 
and on the little-called-for sizes at the 
large city offices, it will well repay the 
resourceful collector to get busy and find 
out just what the postoffices in his vicin
ity have on hand in the line of old issues. 
I am sure he wilt find some interesting 
things if the postmaster is approached in 
a tactful and open way, with the reasons 
for his request explained.

I am sure that those collectors who 
have increased their collections to the 
largest extent, will agree with me that 
this search for varieties is one of the 
great fascinations of the gathering of 
these retouched types.

I believe that a summary of the sizes 
with the various “types” found on each

will be of assistance, before proceeding 
with the descriptions of each type. They 
are as follows:
•Size 1; Types 32, 42, 54, 57, 63, 76, 102.
5.ize 2; Types 10, 29, 32, 42, 54, 63. 76, 10S, 126.
Pize 3; Types 17, 20, 38, 42, 43, 84, 102, 124.
Pize 4; Types 16, 34, 76, 112.
Size 5; Types 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 15, 16, IS, 

19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29,
30, 32, 33, 35, 36. 37, 39, 43, 44, 4з’
46, 47, 49, SO, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57,
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64. 65, 66, 69, 70,
72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 82,
83, 85. 86, 87, 88, 89. 90, 91, 92, 93,
95, 96, 97, 98, 101, 102, 105, 106, 
108, 109. 110, 111, 117, 118, 119,
122, 125, 126, 130, 131, 132, 133,
135, 141 (form erly known as Use
“ Re-engraved ”Type) ; 142 (formerly 
known as 2A.) and 143 (form erly 
known as 6Л ).

Size 7; Types 8, 11, 45, 102, 121.
Pize 8; Types 42, 48, 52, 102, 115. 134, 142 (for

m erly known as 2A),
Size 9; Types 3. 113, 120, 140.
Size 10; Types 43, 61, 70.
Size 11; Types 7, 51, 102, 112.
Size 12; Types 11, 13, 45, 102 (ail wrappers).
Size 13; Types 1, 6, 12, 14, 19, 20. 27, 30, 31, 37, 

39. 40, 41, 42, 43, 46, 49, 57, 58, 67, 
68, 70, 71, 81, 94, 99, 100, 102, 103, 
104, 107, 114, 116, 123, 127, 128, 
129, 136, 137, 138, 139.

Size 14; Types 34, 50, 63, 102, 112.

It will be noted that in the above list 
new numbers (viz., 141, 142 and 143) have 
been assigned to those types formerly 
known as “Re engraved,” 2A and 6A re
spectively, which are all distinct types 
and should have been given separate 
numbers in the beginning. The affixes 
A, В or C will thus only be used in desig
nating sub-varieties of type. In the fol
lowing descriptions of types the abbre
viations W„ A., BL., BU. and WR. mean 
white, amber, blue, buff and wrapper re
spectively; also the initials R. and L. 
refer to right and left respectively.

To distinguish the retouched types 
from the printings from the original 209 
transfers before retouching was resorted 
to, it is well to note the shade-lines at 
either end of the lower ribbon bearing 
the inscription TWO CENTS. In the 
original (see Plate I) these consist 
of two long lines conforming to the 
curvature of the end line of ribbon, ard 
a shorter inside line near the bottom of
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Specially drawn for T he P hilatelic Gazette, by Louis G. Barren.
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tl c other two. The tong lines are the 
fr ;i width of ribbon and frequently ех- 
t. ,:d into the upper and lower lines of 
ribbon. In the “retouches” there are 
>!, ce lines of about equal length, al
ti ugh, as in every good rule, there are 
certain exceptions where this is not the 
c?.se. In these exceptional cases, how
ever, there are always other details to 
go by to prove the identity of the variety.

The earliest printings from the orig
inal transfers were in a vermilion shade, 
but the color was changed to carmine 
before any retouching was done, so no 
retouches will be found in vermilion. 
The shades of carmine, however, covered 
an extensive range, from a beautiful clear 
rose or pink through various reds and 
carmines to a fine deep lake or maroon, 
so that besides the varieties of type in 
the retouches, an extensive series of 
shades may well be included in a col
lection, and will be found to add mate
rially to its beauty and interest, espe
cially if unused.

With the assistance of the sketches of 
principal features of each type, and these 
descriptions, I believe collectors will have 
no trouble in identifying their specimens:

TYPE 1; (Size 13 on W . A. BL. B U .)

(a) Lower lobe a t L horizontal and close down 
upon ribbon.

(b) The outer line o f upper ribbon a t L of UN 
of U N IT E D  is stra igh t and form s nearly  a 
right angle with the straight end line o f r ib 
bon.

TYPE 2: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. B U .)

(al R side of A of ST A T E S extends down into 
lower line of ribbon.

(S) L side o f L swallow-tail is nearly straight.
SU B -V A R IE T IES:

2B: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)
A horizontal dash extends inw ard from 
the lower shade-line in L swallow-tail 
towards chin of bust: (T here are three 
distinct stages in the evolution of this 
dash: some specimens only show a small 
hump on the side of the ribbon, others as 
a short blunt line, only about half as 
long as the extrem e type.)

C: (Size 5 on W. BL. BU.)
(Believed to  he a second retouch of 
Type 2) : The bust of W ashington lias 
no eyebrow in profile, nose and fore

head being continuous: nose is sharp and 
sli-h tly  upturned.

T Y P E  3: (Size 9 on W  and A only.)

(a) Both ends of lower ribbon are stra igh t and 
vertical, with sharp lower corner a t L end,

(b ) Three teeth under T W  of TW O  and T S  of 
CEN TS touch lower ribbon.

SU B -V A R IE T Y :
ЗА: (Size 9 on W .)

Has the stra igh t profile noted under 2B.

T Y P E  4: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a ) The lower line of lower ribbon is flat under 
TW O and touches base of W.

(b) C of C EN TS is closed by a hair-line: 1 of 
U N IT E D  is tall.

4A : (Size 5 on W. BU.)
SU B V A R IE T Y :
4Л : (Size 5 on W. B U .)

F irs t tooth down at L is large; no 
shade-lines in either swallow-tails; C of 
CEN TS not closed; N of U N IT E D  very 
thin.

T Y P E  5: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BUT

(a) Lower lobe at L is large and slants sharply 
up from top of ribbon.

(b ) T  of T W O  is tall.

T Y P E  6: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU: Size 13 on 

W. A. BL. BU.)
(a )  Sevens in dates arc broad topped.

(b ) О of T W O  and C of CENTS rounder than 
originals.

(c ) R half of L  swallow-tail is broad.

T Y PE  7: (Size S on W. A. BL: Size 11 on W .)

(a ) L swallow-tail is broad where it jo ins end 
of ribbon.

(b ) 1 and 7 wide ap art in 1732.
SU B -V A R IE T Y :

7A :  (Size 5 on W. A. Size 11 on W .)
Mas the Roman profile as 2C, ЗЛ and 
4A: eleventh tooth down at L is almost 
entirely  missing; no shade-lines in swal
low-tails.

T Y P E  8: (Size 7 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a ) Tall I in W A SH IN G TO N .

(b) The upper lobe at L end of lower ribbon is 
small and round, and is connected with 
lower lobe by a long stem.

SU B -V A R IE T Y :
8Л : (Size 7 on W . BL. BU.)

The tooth a t I. of lower lobe at L end of
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ribbon is entirely m issing: D of 
U N IT E D  is broken: no shade-lines in 
swallow-tails.

TY PE  9: (Size 5 on W. A. BL, BU.)

(a) Tall thin sevens in dates.

(b) ST  of PO STA G E joined at top.

TY PE  10: (Size 2 on BL: Size 5 on W . A. BL.
BU.)

(a) STA TES larger than usual.

(b) TW O  CEN TS low down in ribbon.

(c) Cross-bar of H in W A SH IN G T O N  extends 
beyond the side-lines.

T Y PE  11: (Size 7 on W. A. BL. BU. and W R.)

(a) 7 of 1732 is low down.

(b) L swallow-tail is short.

T Y PE  12: (Size 13 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) C of C E N T S low, touching lower line of 
ribbon.

(b) Top of N of U N IT E D  touches L line of 
ribbon.

T Y PE  13: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU. and W R .)

(a) The two lobes at L end of lower ribbon are 
broad and squatty, with only a  short con
necting stem.

(b) S of C E N T S is tall.

TY PE  14: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) The first fold of upper ribbon a t  R sta rts
back a t a sharp angle; second fold being 
wide. •'

(b) Lower lobe a t R end of lower ribbon n a r
row and slants down to L.

T Y PE  15: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) The letters H IN G  of W A SH IN G TO N  all 
out of alignment.

(b ) L side of upper ribbon curves in suddenly 
a t L of UN of U N ITE D .

T Y PE  16: (Size 4 on W . A : Size S on W. A.
BL. B U .)

(a) F irs t shade-line a t L end of lower ribbon 
extends down into lower line o f ribbon.

(b ) R side o f R swallow-tail points straight 
downward a t tip.

T Y PE  17: (Size 3 on W. A. BL. BU.)
(a) Both ends of lower ribbon and shade-lines 

at both ends slant inward.
(b) Lower lobe a t R narrow  and horizontal.

I'Y PE 18: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) The ones in dates are high up.

(b) Both swallow-tails a re  long, deeply clef: 
and only slightly wavy.

T Y P E  19: (Size 5 on W. A. BL: Size 13 on \Y 
A. BL. BU.)

(a) Spurred tooth in lower L corner.

(b) At I. end of lower ribbon the shade-line 
nearest T of TW O  extends down into lower 
line of ribbon.

SU B -V A R IE T Y :
19A: (Size 13 on W. A. BL.)

Seventh tooth down at L is entirely 
missing.
The tooth in lower L co rner is not 

spurred.

T Y P E  20: (Size 3 on W . B L: Size 13 on W. A. 
BL. BU.)

(a) Shade-lines a t L end of lower ribbon are 
vertical, close together, and close to end of 
ribbon.

(b) Shade-lines a t R end of lower ribbon arc 
wide apart.

(c) Both lobes a t L end of lower ribbon arc 
about equal in size and both slant diagonally 
upward.

T Y P E  21: (Size S on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) Upper lobe a t L end of lower ribbon is 
round and close down against lower lobe: 
and the line a t top of upper lobe points 
directly upwards.

(b) Shade-lines a t L  end of lower ribbon are 
quite close to T nf TW O .

T Y P E  22: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU .)

(a) R half of L swallow-tail is broad with a 
long term inal stroke pointing upwards.

(b) Both ones in dates are low down.

T Y P E  23: (Size S on W . A. BL. BU .)
(a) 2 of 1732 is high up.

(b ) L side of L swallow-tail in tersects the 
rounded end of ribbon under the middle of 
U  of U N IT E D .

T Y P E  24: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a )  Lobes at both ends of lower ribbon have 
peculiar spiral form ation.

(b ) R side of L swallow-tail is very wavy.

T Y P E  25: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) But two shade-lines at L end of lower rib
bon.

8



,.) h  half of L swallow tail is broad in the mid
dle.

E 26: (Size S on W. A. BL. BU.)

.,) The first shade-line at L end of lower rib
bon extends up into upper line of ribbon.

h) L end of upper ribbon slants down towards 
mouth of bust.

! - PE 27: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU: Size 13 on 
W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) T of TW O  very tall.

fb) E of CENTS is tall and leans back towards
C.

TYPE 28 : (Size 5 On W. A. BL. B U :)

(a) Both ends of upper ribbon slant inward and 
upward.

(b) R half o f L swallow-tail is th inner than L 
half.

TYPE 29: (Size 2 on W. B U : Size 5 on W. A. 
BL. BU.)

(a) Divisions of L swallow-tail are short and 
blunt and  wide apart.

(b) E of CEN TS high up and close to C.

TYPE 30: (Size S on W . A. BL. B U : Size 13 on 
W. A. BL. BU.

(a) F irst shade-line a t L  end of lower ribbon 
extends down into line o f ribbon.

(b) Lower lobe at R ra ther large  with upper 
lobe close down upon it.

TYPE 31: (Size 13 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) Upper lobe at R end of lower ribbon is con
nected with lower lobe by a much curved 
stem.

(b) R half o f R swallow-tail is considerably 
longer than L half.

TYPE 32: (Size 1 on W : Size 2 on W. BL. BU: 
Size 5 on W. A. BL. B U .); also P H IL IP 
P IN E S : Size 5 on W.

<.i) The lower line of upper ribbon under TATE 
is straight.

: The first stroke of W of TW O  and S of 
CEN TS touch upper line of ribbon ; E of 
CEN TS leans over towards N ; top of 3 of 
1732 is ilosed like an 8.

TV ". 33: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

( Both ends of L swallow-tail are  heavy and 
slant downward and outward at an angle of 
45 degrees.

r ' R swallow-tails broad and heavy.

SU B -V A R IETY :
ЗЗЛ: (Size 5 on W. A.)

Bust has Roman profile before noted: 
no shade-lines in L swallow-tails.

TY PE  34: (Size 4 on W . A : Size 14 on W . A. 
BL. BU.)

(a) A of ST A T E S is below level of o ther letters 
and close to first T.

(b) T here  are bu t 2yí shade-lines in  ends of 
lower ribbon as on original die, but the 
longer lines a re  shorter than  originals.

TY PE  35: (Size 5 on W. A. BL.)

(a) U pper lobe a t L end of lower ribbon has a 
long curved point.

(b) The R half of R swallow-tail ends with a 
hook, and point of division is fa r from  end 
line o f ribbon.

T Y PE  36: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) L ettering  in both ribbons is sm all: О of 
TW O  nearly round and C of C EN TS quite 
open.

(b) The lower lobe a t L end of lower ribbon is 
“ hump-backed.”

(<-) Both halves o f L swallow-tail are thin while 
those of R are  broad.

SU B -V A R IETY :
36A: (Size 5 on W . A.)

A of W A SH IN G T O N  has no cross-bar. 
like an inverted V.

T Y PE  37: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. B U : Size 13 on 
W .)

(a) The letters T A T E  are close together, both 
S ’s are  far from  them.

(b) R end of upper ribbon is rounded;

(c) Apparently bu t 2 shade-lines at L end of 
lower ribbon, although a third extremely 
fine one may be discerned on extra fine im
pressions.

SU B -V A R IETY :
37Л: (Size 5 on A.)

Lower ha lf of L side of H of W A S H 
INGTON is missing: also top of S of 
C E N T S: No shade-lines in L swallow
tail,

TY PE  38: (Size 3 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) E of STA TES is close to T  and above the 
other letters.

(b) W of TW O has hair-lines extending from 
lower points downward into ribbon line.

(c) F irst shade-line at I. end of lower ribbon 
--xtends up into line of ribbon.
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T Y PE  39: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. 13b* : Size 13 on 
W. Л. BL. BU.)

(a) A of STA TES has long second stroke as 
in Type 2.

(b) L half of L swallow-tail has a double point.

(b) CE of C EN TS low down.

(c) Lower lobe at R end of
a long stem corine ting it w

T Y PE  48: (Size 8 en  W. A.)

(c) 1 of 1732 has a distinct serif. (a) 1 of 1732 İs nearly twice 
figures.

T Y P E  40: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) There is a double-pointed tooth over the ball 
of large num eral in upper R corner.

(b) 2y-t shadc-lhr:s in R end, and 3 in L end 
of lower ribbon.

T Y PE  41: (Size 13 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) b  o f ST A T E S close to T.

(b) The angle of division of L swallow-tail is 
double pointed and close up to end line 
of ribbon.

T Y PE  42: (Size 1 on W : Size 2 on W. A. BL.
BU : Size 3 on W. A. BL. BU : Size 8 on W.
A : Size 13 on VV. A. BL. BU.)

(b) Both halves o f L swallow- 
slender, and point of div 
near end line of ribbon.

TY PE  49: (Size 5 on W. Л. BL 
VV. A. BL. BU.)

(a) Upper lobe at L end of 
large.

(b) The outer shade-line at et 
ribbon extends up into Hr

T Y PE  50: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. 
W. A .)

(a) The 1 of 1732 is low down 
are close together.

(a ) Double pointed tooth below L shade-lines of 
lower ribbon.

(b) E of POSTAGE tips sharply downward.

(b) Both ends of lower ribb 
lower corners and the ou 
each end extends down ii 
ribbon.

T Y PE  43: (Size 3 on W . A. BL. BU: Size 10 on 
W  : . ize 13 on W. A.)

(a) T here arc  long stems between first lobes 
at both ends of lower ribbons, bringing the 
lobes on level with top of dates.

(b) R half o f R swallow-tail is longer than L 
half.

T Y PE  51: (Size 5 on W. A. E 
on W .)

(a) 1 of 1732 is high: 1 o f 17

(b) F irst shade-line at L end 
extends up into linç of 
thickened from above T 
end of ribbon.

T Y P E  44: ( c ize 5 on W. A. BL.)

(a) The two shade-lines at R end of lower rib
bon and outer cne at L end extend upwards 
into line of ribbon.

(b) О of TW O leans tow ards C of CENTS.

T Y PE  52: (Size S on W  A.)

(a) 1 of 1732 is high: A’s : 
PO STA G E nearly solid wl

(b) F irst shade-line at L end 
and ou ter two at R end 
line of ribbon.

T Y PE  45: (Size 5 on W. A : Size 7 on W. 
BU. and W R .)

(a) N of CENTS is short.

(b) The ending of upper lobe at L end of 
ribbon is semi-circular, pointing to the

BL.
T Y PE  53: (Size 5 on W. A. BL,

(a) The R* end of lower ribbo 
slopes inward until meetir 

lower (b) T here  is a very small гел 
k* end of upper ribbon.

T Y PE  46: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. B U : Size 13 on 
W, A. BL. BU.)

(a) Middle shade-line at R end of lower ribbon 
extends up into line of ribbon.

(b) C of CEN TS leans tow ards the L.

T Y PE  47: ( c ize 5 on W. Л. BL. BU.)

(a ) The reverse fold o f upper ribbon at L 
cuts the inner line of ribbon opposite sec
ond stroke of U of U N ITE D .

T Y PE  54: (S ize 1 on W : Size 
Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) T he wo ríl ST A T E S is low 
second stroke of A extern 
ribbon.

(b) The first shade-line at L en 
merges into the end line

TY PE  55: (Size 5 on W. A. B í 
(a) T here  a rc  no shade-lines 

lower ribbon.
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lower ribbon

ib) T of TW O  and T  of CENTS close to up
per line of ribbon.

Y PE 56: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) The upper line of upper ribbon is flattened 
in over ТЕ  of STATES,

(b) T here İs a double tooth under L shade-lines 
of lower ribbon.

I YPE 57: (Size 1 on W : Size 5 on W. A. BU:
Size 13 on W. A. BL.)

(a) The right end of upper ribbon is rounded as 
in Type 50.

(b) Tall S in CENTS and lower line of ribbon 
is especially heavy from E of CEN TS to 
R end.

TYPE 58: (Size 13 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) The en tire  inscription in upper ribbon is 
close to upper line of ribbon.

(b) E o f CEN TS is large and nearly vertical.

TYPE 59: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) The two T ’s in ST A T E S are dropped, giv
ing A the appearance of being high up.

(b) Small lower lobe at L end of lower ribbon.

TYPE 60: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) E of PO STA G E leans back towards the G 
and the G leans back towards the A.

(b) The upper line of lower ribbon humps up 
abruptly over EN of CENTS.

TYPE 61: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU: Size 10 
on W .)

(a) F irst lobe at L  end of lower ribbon is high 
up from  end of ribbon and on level with top 
of 1732.

(b) The О of TW O  low down, also CE of
CENTS.

TYPE 62: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) The ou ter shade-lines at both ends of lower 
ribbon extend down into lower line of rib
bon: the shade-lines at R end are close to
gether and close to end of ribbon.

tb) The bars of E of PO STAGE are not at 
right angles with the back of the letter.

1 'E  63: (Size I on W : Size 2 on W : Size 5 on 
W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) R ha lf o f R swallow-tail shows a double 
line near point o f division.

(b) Upper lobe a t L end of lower ribbon is 
nearly round and quite prominent.

TYPE 6-t: (Size 5 on W. A.)

(a) Lower lobe at L end of 
hunips up as in Type 36.

(b) N of W A SH IN G TO N  is out of alignm ent.

T Y PE  65: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) L end of upper ribbon slants up towards 
nose of bust; left side line of swallow-tail 
extends across it about under middle of U 
of U N IT E D .

(b) Lower line of upper ribbon is flattened un
der A of STA TES.

T Y PE  66: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) C of CEN TS leans towards the E.

(b) A of ST A T E S leans towards second T.

(c) L end of upper ribbon slants uown.

T Y PE  67: (Size 13 on W. A. P,L.)

(a ) Both 7’s in dates are high up.

(b) h irs t tooth down at L is double pointed,

(c) The first and second teeth at upper К 
corner are wide apart with a very small 
point between.

T Y PE  68: ( J z e  13 on W .) V e ry  sc a rc e .

(a) The lower lobe a t R end of lower ribbon is 
nearly horizontal but is triangular in form- 
with its narrow est part towards the stem 
connecting it with the ribbon.

(b) Tlte line indicating the reverse fold of the 
R end of the upper ribbon, immediately to 
L g i E of PO STAGE, is higher than  the 
fold itself, curving down to meet it as in 
Types 43 and 76.

(c) The lower lobe at L end of lower ribbon is 
narrow  and slants up.

T Y PE  69: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) Lower lobe at L end of lower ribbon is 
nearly triangular in form.

(b) N of U N IT E D  is very close to outer Hue 
of ribbon.

(c) TW  of TW O are tall.

TY PE  70: (Size 2 on W : Size 5 on W. A. BL.
BU: Size 10 on W : Size 13 on W. A.)

(a) Seventh tooth down at L is a spurred one.

(b) Lower lobe a t R is of good size and slants 
up: lower lobe at L is nearly circular.

T Y PE  71: (Size 13 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) A of STA TES small with first T close to it,

(b) 17 of 1799 high up.
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(с) С of CEN TS leans towards the E, and N is 
high up.

T Y P E  72: (Size 5 on W. Л, BL. BU.)
(a) The Л and first N in W A SH IN G T O N  arc 

high up and the I is vertical.

(b) There is a spurred tooth at left of lower 
ribbon, and there is a large blunt tooth un
der the space between the S of CENTS and 
R shade-lines.

T Y P E  73: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) The lobes at L end of lower ribbon are 
nearly circular in form.

(b) The 7 of 1799 has a short upward spur at 
too.

T Y P E  74: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) I of W A SH IN G TO N  is tall, as in Type 8.

(b) In n er frame line at L of large num eral 2 
in upper L corner slants, not conform ing to 
the curve of outer frame-line.

T Y P E  75: (Size 5 on W , A. BL. BU.)

(a) Lower lobe at L end of lower ribbon is 
large and horizontal, while the upper one is 
very thin, and slants upward.

(b) The lower line of upper ribbon under T ES 
of ST A T E S is flattened, slanting downward 
to the R.

• (c) Eirst fold of upper ribbon at L is very
small.

T Y PE  76: (Size I on W : Size 2 on W. A. BL. 
B U : Size 4 -on W : Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.)

(a) Both T ’s in STATES are low down.

(b) The shade-lines at L end of lo y er ribbon 
slant diagonally outw ard, into end line of 
ribbon.

(c) Both ends of upper ribbon slant downward.

TY PE  77: (Size 5 on W. A. BL, BU.)

(a) E of PO STA G E close to inner line o f rib 
bon, sometimes touching it.

(b) A of STA TES high and close to first T.

(c) There is a barbed tooth under the space be
tween О of TW O and the C of CENTS.

T Y P E  78: (Size S on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) R half o f L swallow-tail ends in a double 
point.

(b) Lower lobe at L slants upw ard more than 
in any other variety with the exception of 
Type 24.

(c) F irst shade-line at L end of lower ribbon 
extends full width of ribbon.

TY PE 79: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) I of W A SH IN G T O N  hi h up.

(b) N of C E N T S striali and far from T : C lea ; 
back.

(c) Top of first T  of ST A T E S heavy, apppar- 
ently  double.

T Y PE  80: ( ‘‘ize 5 on W. A. BL.)

(a) Lobes at L end of lower ribbon are larg 
and widely separated.

(b) T of T W O  is tall: I of 1799 high up.

(c) 3 of 1732 has a double lower curve.

TYPE 81: (Size 13 on W  A. BL. BU.)

(a) U pper lobe at L term inates in a semi-circu
lar tail.

(b) Shade-lines at R end of lower ribbon are 
curved conform ing to tile rounded low.-r cor
ner of o f the ribbon.

(c) W  of TW O  is tall.

T Y PE  82: (Size 5 on W. A, BL. BU.)

(a) Lower lobe at L is close to  date 1732.

(b) 1 and 2 of 1732 and 17 of 1799 ore high 
u o .

(e) E and T of C E N T S tall.

T Y P E  83: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) E of U N IT E D  has an upw ard spur from 
lower bar.

(b) U pper lobe a t I. is large and term inates in 
a long line pointing diagonally to the L.

T Y P E  84: (Size 3 on W. A. BL. BU.)
(a) There is a large double tooth below C of 

CENTS.

(b) I of U N IT E D  is parallel with stem of T.

T Y PE  85: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU .)
(a) T here is a d istinct branching of the inner 

fram e line ju s t above the large num eral 2 in 
upper R corner.

(b) 1 of 1799 high up; also A of W A SH IN G 
TON.

T Y P E  86: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)
(a) The lobes at L are small and round a 

wide apart, the upper one leaning over > 
the L serrated  border.

(b) R half of L  swallow-tail has a split point.

(c) F inal N of W A SH IN G T O N  is large.

T Y PE  87: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)
(a) There is a double tooth over large numer I 

in upper R corner as in Types 40 and 7 •
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, ii) The l 's  of 1732 and 1799 are  high up.

<c ) Upper lobe at L end is large and round as in 
Type 21.

i у  PE 88; (Size S on W. A. B I .  BÜ.)

(a) 2 of 1732 leans back as in some former 
types.

(b) Both lobes at L slant sharply upwards.

(c) C of C EN TS small and low down.

TYPE 89: (Size 5 on VV. A. BL. BU.)

(a) Second T of ST A T E S has a double top bar.

(b) F irst shade-line at L end of lower ribbon 
extends in to  upper line of ribbon.

(c) 1 of 1799 high and 9’s small.

TYPE 90: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU .)

(a) T of T W O  tall and W leans back: A of 
ST A T E S tall.

(b) CE of CEN TS close, leaving wide space 
between E and N.

(c) Lower lobe at R is extrem ely small.

TYPE 91: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) T here is a long curved inner border line 
at left of large num eral 2 in L corner.

(b) T of TW O  is tall and T of CEN TS leans 
towards S.

TYPE 92: (Size 5 on W. A. BU.)
(a) Both lobes a t L are of good size; the lower 

one is nearly  horizontal, while the upper one 
is close down on it and slants upwards.

(b) R half of L swallow-tail is broad clear to the 
end.

TYPE 93: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. P.U.)

(a) Upper lobe a t L is nearly round  and of 
good size.

(b) F irst N of W A SH IN G T O N  is high up.
(c) Shade lines at L end of lower ribbon slant 

to the left.

TV PE 94: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) ТЕ  of U N IT E D  are close: ТА of STA TES 
are close: T W  of T W O  close.

:t>) II of W A SH IN G T O N  is larger than o ther 
letters,

c) The shade-lines at I. end of lower ribbon are 
long, vertical and close together.

T PE 95: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.)
ta) R half of R swallow-tail term inates in a long 

straight tip, pointing directly  downward.

(b) L end of lower ribbon and the shade-lines at 
that end all slant to the left.

(c) Lower lobe at R is high above ribbon.

TY PE  96: (Size 5 on W. A. BL, B U ;)

(a) An additional tooth lias been cut in L bor
der above base of large num eral 2. Also 
the base of the L num eral 2 th i kens ab
ruptly ju st before jo in ing  the down stroke.

(b ) The R half of R swallow-tail ends in a 
hook as in Type 35.

TY PE  97: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) CE of CEN TS are low,

(b) Upper lobe at L is small and has a long 
curved ending.

(c) Shade lines at both ends of lower ribbon 
are close together and vertical.

T Y PE  98: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) R half of L swallow-tail is broad with very 
little curvature  opposite chin of bust.

(b) W  of TW O  is low, touching lower line of 
ribbon.

(c) Lower lobe at L is large and horizontal 
while lower one at R is thinner and raised 
well above end of ribbon.

T Y PE  99: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) The lower lobe at R is small and close down 
on end of ribbon; while upper lobe is larger 
and at some distance above it, with a long 
curved stem connecting it with the lower 
lobe.

(b) The 7 of 1732 is high and the 3 is so nearly 
closed as to resemble an 8.

T Y PE  100: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. B U .)

(a) The lower line of lower ribbon is heavy, be
ginning at L end and changing abruptly 
into a th inner line under the W of TW O.

(b) The W and О of TW O  both lean back to 
the left.

(c) The shade-lines at L end of lower ribbon 
are nearly the full width of ribbon.

TY PE  101: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.) Also on 
P H IL IP P IN E S : Size 5 on W.

(a) The 3d and 4th teeth down at L opposite 
UN are arrow-headed.

(b) T here is a long hair-line under W  of TW O 
bran hing from the lower line of ribbon 
and running parallel to it.

T Y PE  102: (Size 1 on W : Size 3 m  W . A. BL. 
BU. Size 5 on W. А. B I .  BU. i :: 7 on 
W. Л. BL. BU. Size 8 on W. Л. .ic e  11 on
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W . Size 13 on W . A. BL. BU. Size 14 on 
W . A. BL. and W R .) Also on P H IL IP  
P IN E S : Size 7 on BU.

(a) Differs from tbc original die in having most 
of the lines engraved more strongly; iden ti
fied by the numerous shade-lines in both 
swallow-tails w here originals barely show 
2 or 3 at most. Also shade-lines at both 
ends of lower ribbon have the ou ter two 
long, extending full across ribbon; those on 
originals are shorter.

(b) Tlie lower lobe at L is closed while on 
o rijin a l die it is almost always open.

N ote.— This die was the handiwork of Mr. 
H enry  Mitchell, the engraver of the original, 
some of the worn dies having been re tu rn ed  to 
him for recutting  following his protests on the 
num erous vari ties produced by the contractors 
engravers. T his fact accounts for the sim ilarity 
to the original of this die, the streng then ing  of 
the lines having evidently  been intentional to im
prove the appearance and give impressions less 
liable to show wear and tear as the originals had 
owing to their finely cu t lines.

T here are several varieties o f Type 102, viz.:

102A: (Size 5 on W . A.)
Upper ribbon distinctly broken under E 
of United.

102B: (Size 8 on W .)
ST of PO STAGE very close: large tooth 
under О of TW O .

102C: (Size 5 on W .)
No cross bar to A of PO STAGE.

T Y P E  103: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)
(a) The upper lobe a t R end of lower ribbon 

is large and round ; with spur crossing 
stem.

(b) The inner border line at L of L num eral 2
is divided into hair-lines.

(c) Fragm ents of the old teeth show plainly be
tween the new ones above the word 
ST A T E S.

T Y P E  104: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) EN of CEN TS high up ; T A T E  of 
ST A T E S low.

(b) R end of upper ribbon slants sharply down
ward to the left.

(c) H of W A SH IN G T O N  is high.

T Y PE  105: (Size 5 on W . A. BL. BU.)
(a) TA of STA TES are close and second T tips 

back.

(b) W of TW O low and C of C EN TS closed 
by a hair-line as in Type 4.

(c) Both lobes a t L are round, but the uppe- 
one is the larger.

T Y PE  106: (Size 5 on W. A. BL, B U .)

(a) C of C E N T S tall and leans back; N small.

(b) T  of TW O  is tall.

(c) 1 o f 1732 is low, and 7 and 3 are close.

T Y PE  107: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU .)

(a) Lower lobe at R is large and slants slightly 
upwards.

(b) H of W A SH IN G T O N  is large.

(c) E of C EN TS leans sharply tow ards the 
N.

T Y PE  108: (Size 2 on W : Size 5 on W. A. BL.
BU.)

(a) T he shade-lines at L end of lower ribbon 
are  long and lean to the left.

( b ) I o f  W A SH IN G T O N  is tall as in Type 8. 
and  the II is high.

(c) 7 o f  1732 is high up and close to the 3.

(d) T of TW O  leans sharply towards the W.

T Y PE  109: (Size 5 on Wr. A. BU.)

(a) T hree  very long shade-lines a t L  end of 
lower ribbon.

(b) T  of TW O  low down and W tall.
(e) Second T of ST A T E S leans back towards 

A.

T Y PE  110: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU .)

(a) T he 7 and 2 o f 1732 are  high.

(b) CE of CEN TS are low : S has a double 
lined top.

(c) T  of TW O  tall and vertical.

T Y PE  111: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) L etters in ST A T E S a re  very irreg u lar; E 
has a spur on lower line.

(b) Both halves of R swallow-tail are heavier 
than  the halves of L swallow-tail.

(c) G of W A SH IN G T O N  is high.

T Y PE  112: (Size 4 on W . A: Size 11 on W: 
Size 14 on W .)

(a) T his variety  has an extra  tooth cut at I 
o f L num eral 2 as on Type 96: also sev 
erai additional em bryctic teeth above til1 
mime rah

(b) T here  is a  double tooth at R of R 
num eral 2. Note that this variety is no' 
found on Si~c 5, which is the only SİZ' 
Type 96 occurs on.
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TYI’E 113: (Size 9 on W. A.)

(a) The R skle of R half of L swallow-tail 
is composed of two lines crossing each 
other.

(b) The R half of R swallow-tail has an ad
ditional curved line extending up through 
the shade-lines.

(c) Shade-lines at both ends of lower ribbon 
are very fine.

ТУРЕ 1 H : (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) T here is an extra tooth cut in L border 
opposite the I o f U N IT E D .

(1)) The lobes a t L are large and round  and 
close together.

(c) N of CEN TS is low.

TYPE 115: (Size 8 on W . A.)

(a) A fine horizontal line crosses from  L 
through U of U N IT E D  and reverse folds 
of ribbon, finally m eeting nose of bust.

(b) A high in W A SH IN G T O N .

TYPE 116: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) U of U N IT E D  very large, extending full 
width of ribbon.

(b) TW O low down.

(c) Third shade-line a t L end of lower rib
' bon is short and close down at bottom  of

ribbon.

TYPE 117: (Size 5 on W. A. BL.)

(a) N of CENTS nearly full width o f ribbon.

(b) L end of upper ribbon is straight, slants 
upwards, and form s a sharp outer angle 
with outside line of ribbon.

(c) Second T of ST A T E S leans back sharply.

TYPE 118: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)
(a) Double tooth over R numeral 2 as in 

Types 40, 74, 87.

(b) 2 of 1732 tips back as in Types 46 and 66.

(c) CE of CEN TS low as in  Types 47, 61, 88 
and 97.

TYPE 119: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) There is a double tooth over first S of 
STATES.

(b) W of TW O  tips back towards the T .

(e) Lower lobe a t L slants sharply upwards.

(d) Roth lobes at R are horizontal and wide 
apart.

T Y P E  120: (Size 9 on W. A.)

(a) I of W A SH IN G T O N  leans sharply towards 
the N.

(b) 7 of 1799 is tall and th in  and high up.

(c) Two shade-lines at L end of lower rib
bon are long and thin, touching upper line 
o f ribbon.

T Y PE  121: (Size 7 on W. A. BL. B U ; also on 
P H IL IP P IN E S : (Size 7 on BU.)

(a) Lower lobe at R is large and slants slightly 
upwards.

(b) There is a  spur on lower line of lower 
ribbon under О of TW O .

(c) T he cross stroke of large num eral a t L is 
m ore nearly horizontal than  in o ther cases.

T Y P E  122: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) T he outer border line a t R of R large 
num eral 2 is very heavy.

(b) G of PO STAGE has no cross-bar.

(c) Lower left corner o f lower ribbon is 
sharp  and ribbon has a concave end a t L.

T Y PE  123: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) Both halves o f L swallow-tail are slender.

(b) Lower lobe at L is large and round.

(c) Lower lobe a t  R is b lurred  in appearance.

T Y PE  124: (Size 3 on W. A. BL. BU.)
(a) W  of TW O is tall, being nearly full width 

o f  ribbon.

(b) 7 of 1799 is tall.

(c) Two shade-lines a t R end of lower ribbon 
extend down into lower line of ribbon.

T Y PE  125: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) The first tooth down at L is long, curved, 
and double pointed.

(b) CE of C EN TS close together and leaning 
forw ard.

(c) T here  is a cap on upper line of lower rib 
bon directly over T of TW O .

SU B -V A R IE T Y :
125A: (Size 5 on W . A. BL.)

(a) The two lower shade-lines in  reverse 
fold of upper ribbon a t R of U N IT E D  
extend across the second fold. Usually 
there  is no color in the end of the re
verse fold.

T Y P E  126: (Size 2 on W : Size 5 on W. A. 
BL. BU.)

(a) There is a spur over first tooth from L in 
upper border.
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(b) S of CENTS bas the double lined top 
found on Type 110.

(c) E of STA TES is high and close to 
second T.

T Y PE  127: (Size 13 on W, A. BL. BU.)

(a) H of W A SH IN G T O N  is large.

(b) R half of R swallow-tail is longer and 
broader than L half.

(c) There is a curved hook term inating  R half 
of L  swallow-tail.

T Y PE  128: (Size 13 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) U pper lobe at R is la rre  and nearly vertical.

(b) L half o f L swallow-tail is thin.

(c) There is a spur over R large num eral in 
fro n t of first tooth from R.

TY PE  129: (Size 13 on VV. A. BL. BU .)

(a) The entire  word ST A T E S is low down in 
ribbon.

(b) Both lobes at L end of lower ribbon slant 
sharply upward.

(c) The second or reverse fold of upper rib
bon is wide opposite E o f POSTAGE.

TY PE  130: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)

(a) R swallow-tail and reverse  fold are not 
shaded.

(b ) G of W A SH IN G T O N  is high.

(c) R end of lower ribbon is vertical with 
shade-lines close together.

T Y PE  131: (Size S on W. A.)

(a) T here  are only two shade-lines in L end of 
lower ribbon.

(b) G of POSTAGE high up, touching top of 
ribbon.

(c) F irs t S of STA TES is by itself, and about 
half way between D of U N IT E D  and T 
of STA TES.

(d) E  of CEN TS low.

T Y PE  132: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU.)
(a) A of W A SH IN G T O N  high up  as in 

T Y P E  72.

(b) Both 7’s in dates are tall.

(c) Reverse folds at both ends of upper rib 
bon arc very small.

TY PE  133: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. BU,)
This is a "Second Retouch,” o r  Type 69 recut.

(a) AG of PO STAGE joined.

(b) Lobes a t L end of Tower ribbon, and - 
verse folds and swallow-tails of upper rib
bon are  identical with those seen on 
Type 69.

(e) T he shade-lines in swallow-tails have been 
r c 'u t  however, and show the characteri-'lc 
"th rough  lines” of all the second retouches.

T Y PE  134: (Size 8 on W. A .)

(a) О of TW O  low and C and N of CENTS 
high.

(b) E cf ST A T E S leans back towards the T.

(c) Spur on lower frame line under О of
TW O .

TY PE  135: (Size 5 on W. A. BL. B U .)

(a) Shade-lines a t L end of lower ribbon far 
from  end of ribbon.

(b) B ut two shade-lines at R end of lower 
ribbon.

(c) C of CENTS leans backwards.

TY PE  136: (Size 13 on W. A. BL.)

(a) C of CEN TS high up, and N tall.

(b) О of PO STA G E low down.

(c) The new upper shade-line across R swallow
tail is slightly curved.

T Y PE  137: (Size 13 on W . A. BL. BU .) .

(a) L  stem of U  of U N IT E D  extends into 
o u ter line of ribbon.

(b) 32 of 1732 are  high up.

(e) W  of TW O  tall.

T Y PE  138: (Size 13 on W . A .)

(a) E  of ST A T E S high up.

(b) L  corner of upper ribbon is sharp.

(c) C of CEN TS leans backwards.

(d) All three shade-lines in ends of lower 
ribbon are long.

T Y P E  139: (Size 13 on W . BL.)

(a) The rem ains o f old end lines of upper 
ribbon are plainly seen ju s t  inside the new 
end lines.

(b) Shade-lines a t L end of lower ribbon are 
close to end o f ribbon.

(c) N of U N IT E D  is tali.

T Y PE  140: (Size 9 on W . A .)
(a) T here are but two shade-lines İn ends of 

lew er ribbon, the second one at L nd 
extending down into tower line.
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(b) PO of PO ST A G E  touch.

(c) W of T W O  high up.

W P E  H I :  (Form erly  known as "Re-engraved 
T ype": Size 5 on W. A. B L .)

la) О of T W O  and C of C EN TS round.

lb) All ins rip tions are in b roader lettering, 
W A SH IN G T O N  being especially noticeable.

(c) 2 of 1732 has a long base.

(d) 9’s of 1799 have large round heads.
SU B -V A R IETY  :

TYPE 141Л: (Form erly  “ Re-engraved A .”  Size S
on W. B L.)

(a) A of W A SH IN G T O N  without cross-bar as 
in Type 36A.

TYPE 142: (Form erly  known as 2A: Size 5 on 
W. A : Size 8 on W . A.)

(a) In addition to having long-stemmed A’s, as 
in Type 2, the stem  of P  of POSTAGE 
extends down into lower line  o f ribbon.

(b) R half o f R swallow-tail is broader and 
heavier than  L half.

(c) Three teeth at L of UN of U N IT E D  
touch line o f ribbon.

TYPE 143: (Form erly  known as 6A: Size 5 on 
W. A. BL. B U .)

(a) L swallow-tails have no shade-lines in 
them.

(b) The second fold o f upper ribbon at L of 
E of PO STA G E is very narrow .

(c) О of T W O  and C of CENTS are  broader 
than in most types, but not as round as in 
Type 141.

With the above' 143 varieties the number 
oi varieties known to have been issued is 
complete. It is possible that others may 
h ve been printed and have been used but a 
short time, although with the careful sear~h 
for these varieties by enthusiasts for the 
p. t eight years it is hardly probable they 
c< old have been overlooked, or escaped 
notice up to the present time.

Of the known 143 varieties, some of the 
b'. r ones have certain peculiarities which 
sl w that they Were retouches of earlier 
kr >wn types, thus constituting “Second Re
to: ehes.” These second retottches are 
T; .es 109, 116, 117, 124, 131. 133, 134, 135. 
13 137, 1"8, 139. 140, thirteen in all. As
Hu example compare Type 133 with the

earlier Type 69. when the points of simi
larity will be seen at once.

In the effects of the late Mr. Mitchell, 
engraver of the original dies, were found 
several sheets of paper bearing from five 
to six proof impressions each in color of 
some of the dies already known by col
lectors. Among them were the following 
types, and the corresponding number of the 
die as knoiun by the Government was 
marked on the papers:

Type 124 (G overnm ent die num ber 12).

Type 135 (Governm ent die num ber 119).

Type 136 (Governm ent die num ber 139).

Type 138 (G overnm ent die num ber 120).

Four of them, however, had never been seen 
before, but w ere easily identified as follows:

T Y P E  18 was recut a second time (Governm ent 
die No. 24). I ts  principal differences from Type 
18 were:

(a ) In  the L swallow-tails;

(b) In  upper lobe a t L end of lower ribbon;

(c) In  lettering  and shade-lines in lower rib 
hon, o f which W  of TW O  and N of CEN TS 
were very tall;

(d) E of ST A T E S above T.

Its  points of sim ilarity to Type 18 were:

(a ) INC. of W A SH IN G T O N  on level;

(b) I ’s high in  dates;

(c ) The peculiar shape of R swallow-tail re
m ains the same bu t has been reshaded;

(d ) Both lobes at R and lower lobe a t L are 
the same as before.

T Y P E  66 was recut (Governm ent die No. 56). 
Differences from Type 66:

(a) L ettering in both labels strengthened, N 
of U N IT E D , W  of TW O and N of C EN TS being 
p a rti 'u la rly  noticeable;

(b) Both dates recut; final 9 in 1799 showing 
double;

(c) New shade-lines in swallow-tails and at 
ends of lower ribbon;

(d ) L lobes changed.
Points of sim ilarity  to Type 66:

(a ) Conform ation of end of ribhon a t L, and 
of both swallow-tails as before; also reverse folds 
of ribbon.

(b) L eft end o f lower ribbon has the outward 
slan t peculiar to Type 66.
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T Y PE  73 was reçut (Governm ent die No. 95). 
Differences from Type 73:

(a) Inscriptions in both ribbons changed, re
sulting in taller lettering, N of CEN TS being 
most noticeable;

(b) Shade-lines in both swallow-tails and at 
ends of lower ribbons iccu t, although contour of 
swallow-tails and shape and position of lobes re
main practically as before.

Points of sim ilarity to Type 73:

(a) Spur on top of 7 of 1799;

(b) Spurred tooth under C of CENTS.

TY PE 80 was recut (Governm ent die No, 107). 
Differences from Type 80:

(a) Both swallow-tails with reshading;

(b) UN of U N ITE D  enlarged;

(c) Л serif added to 1 of 1799.

Points of sim ilarity to Type 80:

(a) Peculiar tall form ation of lobes a t L re 
mains

(b) Shade-lines at both ends of lower ribbon 
same as before;

(c) The H high in W A SH IN G T O N .

All of these proofs bore marks in pencil 
calling attention to the most glaring irregu 
larities, showing that they had been struck 
off from dies either in use or about to be 
used, and sent to Mr. Mitchell for criti
cism. As will be seen above, four of the 
eight varieties were identified at once as hav
ing been issued, i.e., Types 124, 135, 136 
and 138. Is it not possible that the other 
four as described above were also used, bin 
have escaped discovery by collectors even 
to the present day?

Or perchance may be lying in some re
serve stock in a large city postoffice or in 
an obscure crossroads office laid aside and 
forgotten on the receipt of the succeeding 
new series of 1907?

From time to time I hear of collectors 
having specimens which they are unable 
to identify as any of the existing known 
types. With this later information at hand, 
some of these unknowns may be found to 
be the same as these proofs thus adding 
another variety to the already long list, so 
that now, eight years after their issue, the 
incentive to discover and collect these inter
esting varities is as keen as ever.


