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The eighteenth Report o f  the Conwisbí oners o f  Revenue En

quiry re la tes  e n t i r e ly  to the business in every department of  

the General P o s t - O f f i c e  in London, and shows the extraordinary 

machinery o f  that extensive  establishment. The ordinary b u s i 

ness of  each day i s ,  in l e t t e r s  in the inland o f f i c e  alone,

35, 000 l e t t e r s  rece ived ,  and 4 0,000 sent, (23,475, 000 annually) 

ex c lu s ive  o f  the numbers in the fo re ig n  department, and the 

ship l e t t e r  o f f i c e ,  and a l to g e th e r  independent o f  the two-penny 

p o s t .  The number o f  newspapers d a i ly  var ies  frcm 25,000 to 

50, 000 (on Saturday 40, 000, and on Monday 50, 000), o f  which 

number about 20,000 are put in to  o f f i c e  ten minutes before  s ix  

o ' c l o c k .  A fte r  that hour each newspaper is  charged one h a l f 

penny, which y ie ld s  a revenue o f  f u l l y  £500 a year, and which 

g ives  24 0, 000 newspapers annually put in to  o f f i c e  from s ix  to  a 

quarter b e fo re  e ight  o ' c l o c k .  The revenue der ived  frcm charges 

f o r  ear ly  d e l iv e ry  in London i s  £4,000, and the sum obtained by 

the charge o f  one penny each l e t t e r ,  taken up by the bellmen 

from f i v e  o ' c l o c k ,  when the rece iv in g  o f f i c e s  shut, to  s ix  

o ' c l o c k  when they must despatch a l l  th e ir  l e t t e r s  by the mail-  

ca r t s  to Lombard-street, i s  £3, 000 a year, g iv ing  720, 000 l e t 

ters  annually, or nearly  2,000 d a i ly ,  c o l l e c t e d  in th is  manner. 

The revenue o f  London i s  6 , oo o l .  a week, above 3 0 0 ,000Ï- ft year 

and yet o f  a l l  th is  vast annual revenue there has only been 

l o s t ,  by d e fa u l te r s ,  £200 in 25 years ! !  The franks amount in 

a morning to  4 ,000  or 5,000, or  more. Newspapers can only be

franked f o r  fo re ig n  parts  t o  the f i r s t  fo re ig n  port at which



the mail a r r iv e s .  A fter  th is  they are charged postage ac 

cording to  weight, in consequence o f  which a d a i ly  paper co s ts  

in St. Petersburg L4o s t e r l in g  per annum.

Gentleman’ s Magazine. July ,  1P£9
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THE NEW POST OFFICE.

The magnificent bu i ld ing  recen t ly  opened ae the new metro

p o l i ta n  Post O f f i c e ,  i s  s i tu a ted  near the ju n ct ion  o f  Cheapside 

and Newgate S tree t ,  on the spot formerly occupied by the c o l 

lege  end sanctuary o f  St.  Martin-le-Grand. §

It  i s  one o f  the la rg es t  pub l ic  e d i f i c e s  in the C ity  o f  

London. The a r c h i t e c t ,  Mr. Smirke, has employed in i t s  con

s t ru ct ion  h is  fa v ou r i te  order, the Grecian Ion ic ,  which he has 

a l s o  introduced in h is  new b u ild ings  at the B r i t i s h  Museum.

In a l l  h is  designs he appears to  depend f o r  e f f e c t  more on the 

i n t r in s i c  beauty o f  the order i t s e ù f ,  than on the em bell ish 

ment o f  the subordinate fea tu res .  The p r in c ip a l  f r o n t ,  which 

i s  400 f e e t  in length (and o f  which the centre  and one wing 

are represented in the acccmpa ying view) has a grand and im

p ress iv e  e f f e c t ,  a l ik e  from the con t in u ity  and s im p l ic i t y  o f  

i t s  e lev a t ion ,  and frcm the s o l i d i t y  and magnificence o f  i t s  

p rop ort ion s .  The p o r t i c o ,  which p r o je c t s  with two in t e r 

columns at the s idee ,  and i s  a ls o  recessed, has an a i r  o f  space 

and a depth o f  shadow, that contr ibute  m a ter ia l ly  to  enhance 

i t s  e f f e c t .  I t s  breadth is  seventy, and i t s  depth twenty f e e t .  

Over the doer i s  p laced  a c lo ck ,  with a face  both to  the ex

t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r ;  and on each side are two pedesta ls ,  with 

strong r e f l e c t i n g  lamps. In th is  front  are f o r t y - f o u r  windows.

The east f ron t ,  in F os ter - lan e ,  has upwards o f  180 windows,
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and may be sa id  to  have the same appearance to  the other, as 

i s  usual with the back, o f  ordinary houses. The whole, how

ever, i s  ch a ra c te r ized  with a simple and impressive cheracter  

o f  due proport ion .

The v e s t ib u le  or great h a l l ,  which occupies the centre of  

the e d i f i c e ,  i s  a thoroughfare f o r  the pu b l ic  from one s t r e e t  

to  the other. I t  i s  about e ighty  f e e t  long (which i s  the 

depth o f  the b u i ld in g  throughout),  s ix t y  f e e t  broad (ten l e s s  

than the p o r t i c o ) ,  and f i f t y - t h r e e  f e e t  high in  the centre .

I t  i s  supported by two l in e s  o f  s ix  columns, s im i la r  to  those 

o f  the p o r t i c o ;  and formed o f  Portland stone, upon granite  

p e d e s ta ls .  Next the wall are corresponding p i l a s t e r s ,  or 

antae. The entablature ,  which i s  enriched with ornaments 

from the best  examples, i s  o f  m astic ;  and i s  surmounted by 

an a t t i c ,  on each s id e  o f  which l i g h t  i s  admitted. The dado 

and arch itraves  o f  the doors are o f  g ra n ite ;  and above the 

entrance fron F os te r - la n e ,  which i s  d iv ided  in to  three c i r c u la r  

headed doorways, i s  a g a l l e r y  a f fo rd in g  a ccninun i c a t  ion to  the 

f i r s t  f l o o r  apartments o f  the re sp ec t iv e  wings, and l ig h ted  by 

three c ir cu la r -h ea d ed  windows, corresponding to  the doorways 

b e l ow.

On the north s ide  o f  the v e s t ib u le  are the several re c 

e iv in g  rooms f o r  newspapers, inland and ship l e t t e r s ;  and be

hind these, fu r th er  north, are the i n la n d - l e t t e r - s o r t e r s  and 

l e t t e r - c a r r i e r s '  rooms. These rooms, which extend the whole
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length  o f  the fron t  from the p o r t i c o  t c  the north wing, are 

t a s t e f u l l y  f in is h e d .  The l a t t e r  i s  35 f e e t  high. Their f i t 

t ings  up appear t o  be p e r fe c t  in t h e i r  kind: there are almost 

innumerable boxes, p ig e o n -h o le s ,  drawers, b e . At each end of 

the l e t t e r - c a r r i e r s *  o f f i c e  are p r o je c t in g  c i r c u la r  rooms, or 

bars ,  f o r  the p r in c ip a l s .  The mails are rece ived  at the door

way (in  the eastern or Foster~lane f r o n t )  north o f  the v e s t i 

bu le ,  lead ing  t o  the inland o f f i c e s  -  and are taken into  a room 

c a l l e d  the t i c k  room, where the bags are epened. In th is  part 

o f  the b u i ld in g  i s  a l s o  a spacious o f f i c e ,  appropriated to  the 

correspondence o f  the West Ind ies ;  and a ls o  the co m p tro l le r ’ s 

and m a il -coach  o f f i c e s .

On the south s id e  o f  the v e s t ib u le  are the fo re ig n ,  re 

c e i v e r - g e n e r a l ’ s, and the a ccountant 's  o f f i c e s .  The fo re ig n  

o f f i c e  i s  most ch a ste ly  and conven ient ly  f i t t e d  up; the beauty 

o f  the c e i l i n g  at once a t t r a c t s  a t te n t io n .  At the eastern end 

o f  the f o r e ig n  o f f i c e  i s  a c o r r id o r ,  and the pr ivate  fore ign  

o f f i c e ,  and that of  the p r in c ip a l  c le r k .

At the eastern end o f  the v e s t ib u le  i s  the twopenny post 

department, comprising the rece iv in g ,  s o r t e r s ' ,  and c a r r i e r s '  

rooms. The s o r t e r s '  o f f i c e  i s  about 46 f e e t  by 24 f e e t ,  on 

the plan and f i t t e d  up in the same ju d ic io u s  manner observed 

in  the in land o f f i c e .  There i s  a very novel and admirable 

mode adopted f o r  conveying l e t t e r s  across  the v e s t ib u le  to  and

from the inland, f o r e ig n ,  and twopenny post o f f i c e s ,  in

Jk



small waggons, travers ing  in a tunnel beneath the pavement by 

means o f  machinery: i t  i s  sa id  to  be the invention o f  Mr. 

Barrow.

The c o r r id o r  immediately at the r igh t  hand o f  the p r in 

c ip a l  entrance leads to  the grand s ta ir ca s e ,  the dimensions of 

which are 32 f e e t  by 23 f e e t ;  the steps are o f  s o l i d  masonry, 

and the b a lu s te rs  have a p e c u l ia r ly  massive appearance -  they 

are o f  brass bronzed, and are c y l i n d r i c a l .  on the landing 

there i s  a niche f o r  a gas lamp.

On the f i r s t  f l o o r ,  are the board roan, s e c r e ta r y 's  roan, 

and h is  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e s ,  communicating by long passag/es with 

the s o l i c i t o r ' s  o f f i c e s .  The board roan, which i s  37 f e e t  

long and 24 f e e t  broad, has an ornamental segment c e i l i n g  ( o f  

the form te c h n ic a l ly  c a l l e d  waggon-head) -  the co rn ice  i s  

supported by wainscot p i l a s t e r s ,  the dado and doors are a lso  

o f  wainscot, and the walls  have been painted t o  im itate  the 

wood. A l l  the f l o o r s  throughout the b u i ld ing  are o f  American 

oak.

At the eastern end o f  the h a l l ,  on the north s ide ,  i s  a 

s ta ir c a s e  leading to  the l e t t e r - b i l l ,  dead, m is-sent ,  and r e 

turned l e t t e r  o f f i c e s ;  and across  the g a l le r y  o f  the hall  are 

the o f f i c e s  connected with the s o l i c i t o r ' s  and s e c r e ta r y 's  

apartments, which l a t t e r  are a ls o  approa :hed from the grand 

s t a i r c a s e .

On the second f l o o r  s to ry  and upper story  are sleep ing  

rooms f o r  the fo re ig n  c le r k s ,  who are l i a b l e  t o  be summoned
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to  duty at uncertain  hours. The number o f  these rooms» and 

the extent o f  the accomodations, may be conceived, when i t  is  

s ta ted  that the rooms on each side o f  the g a l le ry , tw o  hundred 

and th ir ty -sev en  f e e t  long, are appropriated to  th is  purpose.

At the south-western extremity of  the bu i ld ing  i s  the 

pr iva te  house o f  the Assistant Secretary .  I t  i s  well su ited  

f o r  the res idence o f  a gentleman’ s family ;  the p r in c ip a l  

roars are in e x ce l le n t  proport ion ,  and the whole i s  arranged so 

as t o  admit o f  f ree  v e n t i la t i o n ,  and rendered as ch eer fu l  as 

the s i tu a t io n  w i l l  admit.

In the basement, the whole o f  which i s  rendered f i r e 

p r o o f  by b r i c k  vau lt ing ,  are rooms f o r  the mail-guards, con

ven ien t ly  furnished with lo ck ers ,  presses ,  and other accomo

dations;  an armoury; and servants* o f f i c e s .  There i s  seme 

ingenious machinery f o r  conveying coa ls  from the c e l l a r s  to  

each story  o f  the bu i ld in g ;  and a very simple yet p e r fe c t  

means i s  provided f o r  obtaining a copious supply o f  water in 

case o f  f i r e ,  and conveying i t  through the b u i ld ing  by means 

o f  those p ip es .  Immediately under the p o r t i c o  are placed 

two large gasometers ( o f  C r o s s ]e y 's  patent) ,  capable o f  r e g is 

ter in g  4,000 cubic  f e e t  o f  gas per hour. The gas i s  supplied 

by the City o f  London Company; and i s  consumed by nearly  a thou

sand burners in the several  o f f i c e s  and passages.

The new Pest o f f i c e  was f i r s t  opened f o r  business on Wed

nesday September 23rd. a short time b e fo re  f i v e  o ’ c lo ck  in
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the morning. The improved system enabled the inland o f f i c e r s  

to  so r t  and arrange the l e t t e r s  by about e ight  o ' c l o c k ,  and at 

h a l f -p a s t  e ight they were ready f o r  del ivery*  In the course 

o f  the morning four  v e h ic le s  were stat ioned  at the back o f  the 

P o s t -O f f i c e ,  b u i l t  a f t e r  the manner of  the Omnibus (a new ob

long v i s - a - v i s  s tage-coach ,  b u i l t  upon a plan l a t e l y  imported 

from P a r i s ) .  In these (which the Post o f f i c e  name A cce le ra 

to rs ,  ) the l e t t e r - c a r r i e r s  having to  d e l i v e r  l e t t e r s  at the 

west and north-western parts  o f  the M etropolis ,  took th e i r  

seats about h a l f -p a s t  e ight  o ' c l o c k ,  two o f  the ca rr iag es  pro 

ceeding up the Strand, and the other two up H olbom . There 

were about fourteen  l e t t e r  c a r r i e r s  in each. At L loy d 's  Coffee  

House, and other p u b l ic  p la ces  in the c i t y ,  the l e t t e r s  arr ived  

f u l l  twenty minutes e a r l i e r  than usual. The mails  re ce iv e  the 

bags, &c. in  P o s te r - la n e .

At the o ld  Post O f f i c e ,  the p or t ion  c a l l e d  the Comptrol

l e r ' s  o f f i c e ,  has been converted in t o  a r e ce iv in g  house f o r  

fo re ig n  and inland l e t t e r s  and newspapers, f o r  the accommoda

t ion  o f  the merchants and others near the Exchange.

Two other branch o f f i c e s  have been es tab l ish ed  at Charing- 

c ro ss ,  next door to  Northumberland House, and in V e re -s tre e t ,  

O x ford -street ,  where l e t t e r s  are rece ived  u n t i l  h a l f -p a s t  

seven in  the evening.
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The P o s t - o f f i c e  system o f  England, p e r fe c te d  as i t  has 

been o f  la t e  years by the suggestions o f  Mr. Palmer, the la te  

m ai l -coach  con tr a c to r ,  i s  considered su p er io r  to that o f  any 

other country.

The mention o f  the o f f i c e  o f  Chief Postmaster o f  England 

occurs in 1581. In 1635, King Charles the F ir s t  d ir e c te d  h is  

"Postmaster o f  England f o r  fo re ig n  parts"  to  open a communi

ca t io n ,  by running posts ,  between London and Edinburgh, Chester, 

Holyhead, Exeter, Plymouth, and Ireland, &c. In 1353-4 the 

p o s t - o f f i c e  revenues were farmed by the Council c f  State and 

P r o te c to r  at £lQ, 000 per annum. In 1656 the Parliament made 

sane enactments f o r  the e re c t io n  o f  a new general P o s t - o f f i c e ,  

which was es ta b l ish ed  at the Restoration in 1660, and from 

that p e r io d  has only changed by a perpetual growth o f  a c t i v i t y  

and u se fu ln ess .  The mail was f i r s t  conveyed by stage-coaches 

on the 2nd. o f  August,17c 5 ; and in 17P9 no le s s  than £30,000 

«as  added to  the revenue by the establishment o f  m ail -coaches .

The p rogress iv e  increase  o f  the Post o f f i c e  r e ce ip ts  has 

been as fo l l o w s  :

1664 . £21, 000 1723 . £ 201,804
1674 . 43, 000 1744 . 235,492
1685 . 65,000 1764 . 281,535
1688 . 76,318 1775 . 345,321
1697 . 9 0 ,505 1785 . 463,753
1710 . 111,461 1793 . 6 07,268
1715 . 145,227 1816 . 2 ,067,940

The Eighteenth Report o f  the Commissiшега o f  Revenue 

Inquiry , which has been recen t ly  printed , i s  e n t i r e ly  devoted 

to  the su b ject  o f  the P o s t -O f f i c e  o f  the United Kingdom. Tne
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Report and i t s  Appendix, which together  occupy no le s s  than 097 

f o l i o  pages, re la te  to  one only o f  three heads in t o  which the 

sub ject  matter i s  d is t r ib u t e d  by the Commissioners, namely,

"The C ir cu la t io n  o f  Cori-espondence within the United Kingdom." 

The remaining two heads Ere, “ The Communications with the 

Colonies and Dependencies of  Great B rita in ,  d i r e c t  and i n t e r 

mediate, inc lud ing  the Internal C ircu la t ion  o f  the C o l o n i e s ;* 

and "The Communications with Foreign Parts, d i r e c t  and from 

the C o lo n ie s . "  The Commissioners e x h ib i t  a comparative s t a t e 

ment o f  the general revenue and expenditure o f  the P o s t - o f f i c e  

at two d i s t i n c t  p er iod s ,  namely, the three years preceding 

the commencement o f  t h e i r  inquiry , and the three years ending 

the 5th. o f  January,1F27. From th is  statement i t  appears that 

in the l a s t  p e r io d  there has been a progress iv e  increase in the 

gross re c e ip ts  in each o f  the three kingdoms; whereas in the 

former p e r io d  there was a progress ive  d e c l in e .  The average 

rate o f  charge upon the gross  re c e ip t ,  during the f i r s t  per iod ,  

was 2 8 £ .1 9 s .4 ^ d . ; during the l a t t e r ,  i t  was only 2G£.17s.9^d. 

The sum disbursed under the d i r e c t i o n  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  

His M ajesty 's  Post-masters-General in Great B r i ta in ,  and I r e 

land, during the l a t t e r  p er iod ,  was, on an average, 67o, 000£* 

per annum. The net revenue o f  1S2F was 1,400,0001*

The fo l lo w in g  abstract  fran the evidence of S i r  Francis 

Free ling ,  w i l l  a f f o r d  a c apprehensive and in s t r u c t iv e  view of 

the conducting o f  th is  g ig a n t i c  engine o f  general in tercourse ,
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and important branch o f  the revenue o f  the country. I t  w i l l ,  

together  with what has already been re la ted ,  demonstrate to 

those who wonder at the s iz e  o f  the new build ing ,  that such 

extensive  business ,  even when conducted in the most s im p l i f ie d  

manner, could  never be accomplished within confined l im i t s .

P r in c ip a l  o f f i c e s.

The I n la n d - o f f i c e ,  the F ore ig n -o fT ice ,  and the Twopenny- 

post  (which i s  now very c o n s id e ra b le , )  are the three great d i v i 

s ions  o f  the Post O f f i c e .

The I n la n d - o f f i c e  d iv ided i t s e l f  into the London-o f f ice ,  

the C o u n tr y -o f f i c e s ,  and the Twopenny-post.

The general departments through which the business o f  the 

I n la n d - o f f i c e  i s  conducted, are the Inlend, the Foreign, the 

Two-penny-post departments, the S h ip - l e t t e r ,  the E y - le t te r ,  the 

D ea d - le t te r ,  the R eturned - le tter ,  the L e t t e r - b i l l ,  the Accoun

ta n t -g e n e r a l 's ,  and the R ece iv er -g en era l 's  o f f i c e s ;  the l a t t e r  

o f f i c e  i s  a Chech upon the Postmasters-general,  and the appoint

ment o f  the Receiver-general i s  not with the P o s t -m a s te r -g e n 

e ra l ,  but with the Treasury.

Letters  sent _ freni London.

W ill  you have the goodness t o  trace  a l e t t e r  from i t s  

being put in to  a rece iv ing-house  in Londen to i t s  being de

l i v e r e d  in the country? -  I f  i t  i s  put in at any d istant re 

ce iv ing -house ,  i t  i s  there stamped and put up in to  a bag, that 

bag not being a c c e s s ib le  to  any indiv idual u n t i l  i t  cares to



the P o s t - o f f i c e .  Those bags are c a l l e d  f o r  by the l a t t e r -  
«

c a r r ie r s ,  who dep os it  sore of them in sacks, which are put in to  

ca r ts  employed f o r  the purpose o f  saving time, in order to 

bring them to the o f f i c e  so  much the e a r l i e r ;  others are brought 

in great sacks by the l e t t e r - c a r r i e r s  on f o o t .  The bags are 

opened by persons appointed f o r  that purpose, and the l e t t e r s  

are tnen thrown in t o  great baskets, in which they are brought 

to the p laces  where they are to  be stamped. The stamping i s  

done by messengers, or by l e t t e r - c a r r i e r s ;  and, as they are 

stamped, one l e t t e r  i s  put in to  a sort  o f  box, which i s  to go 

f o r  loo; and so i t  i s  that we arr ive  at something l ik e  the num

ber o f  l e t t e r s  that are put in to  the P o s t - o f f i c e  of an evening.

There are fou r  or f i v e  stam ping-tables;  and sometimes 

three or four ,  sometimes more persons, are employed at each 

ta b le .  As soon as the l e t t e r s  are stamped, they are taken 

away to  be assorted  in to  18 or 2o d iv is io n s ,  upon ta b les  which 

correspond with what we c a l l  the roads, from which these 

l e t t e r s  are to be sent; the in d iv id u a l  at N o . l .  or 5, or 10, 

as the case may be, comes ex a c t ly  to  h is  ta b le ,  and takes from 

the corresponding number the l e t t e r s  which have been assorted  

in  the manner I have descr ibed .  This i s  done by a h igher 

gradation  o f  s o r t e r s .  There are a ce r ta in  number o f  in d iv id 

uals  assigned t o  a road; they take the l e t t e r s  to the road, 

and there they are assor ted  f o r  the d i f f e r e n t  p laces  along the 

l in e  o f  that road. When the in d iv id u a l  has got the l e t t e r s  

to h is  proper road, he begins with marking them with the rates
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o f  postage; a f t e r  that they are put up in to  the box which bears 

the nane o f  the post  town t o  which they are to  be conveyed.

When a l l  the l e t t e r s  are assorted* i t  i s  h is  duty to  t e l l  up 

the whole in each box, in order to  ascerta in  what sum the p o s t 

master in the country i s  to  be deb ited  with: a f t e r  that comes 

the process  o f  tying them up in bundles, and putting them in t o  

bags and sea l ing  them. The bags are then put, according to  a 

ce r ta in  order, in to  large  sacks belonging  to  the roads; f o r  in 

stance, the C a r l i s le  bag would be put at the bottan o f  what 

we should c a l l  the C a r l i s l e  sack, next to  that Penrith, then 

Appleby, and then Brough, and so on. The заскз are then de

l i v e r e d  to  the guard, and he becanes from that moment respon

s i b l e  f o r  th e i r  s e c u r i ty .  As he comes to each p lace,  the bag 

belonging to  the p lace  i s  taken out; he d e l iv e rs  i t  to the p o s t 

master, with a l l  the bye-bags he may have to  d e l iv e r ,  and takes 

up the bags which i t  i s  necessary he should have from that town 

fo r  the d i f f e r e n t  towns through which the mail coach passes .

Accounts of  Postage.

The c le rk s  making up the bags enter in s l i p s ,  against 

each pos t  town, the amtwnt o f  the whole o f  the le t t e r s  sent 

away from the o f f i c e .  Those s l ip s  then are handed to the 

proper o f f i c e r s ,  in order that they may f in d  th e ir  way to  the 

Accountant-general,  so that they may form the charge upon the 

Postmaster in the country. A sort  o f  w ay-b i l l  i s  sent down, 

sp e c i fy in g  the amount o f  l e t t e r s  charged upon the Postmaster,
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which should correspond in a l l  cases with the s l i p  which goes 

to  the Accountant-general.  I f  we f in d  that the Postmaster is  

in the habit  o f  returning I d . ,  or 2d . ,  or 3 d . ,  even such small 

sums as that, short o f  the o f f i c e  charge, we have recourse to  

th is  p ro cess :  -  unknown to  him, the l e t t e r s  are to ld  ever by 

two or three persons f o r  a ce r ta in  per iod ,  so that we might, 

i f  p o s s ib le ,  swear to  the accuracy o f  our account, and the in 

accuracy o f  h i s .  The Postmasters '  accounts are made up in 

books monthly ; sent, under the signature o f  the o f f i c e r  o f  

the L e t t e r - b i l l  o f f i c e ,  to  the Accountant-general,  and then 

they form part o f  that account which is sen t  down to  the Post

master in the country once in a quarter.  The le t te r -m m e y  

i s  remitted by way o f  instalments, which are regulated every 

quarter.  Where the amount i s  large  we get a remittance cnee 

in fourteen  days; where i t  i s  under £7o a f o r tn ig h t ,  the re

mittance i s  made monthly. There are seme very few instances 

in which an ind iv idua l  does not remit more than once in a quar

ter ,  which was form erly  usual with a l l .  The emoluments o f  

the Postmasters in the country are in  sare instances  in fluenced 

by the amount o f  the remittances; but the dut ies  o f  the Post

o f f i c e s  are so  var ied  in almost a l l  cases ,  that the sa lary  i s  \ 

never s e t t l e d  but on a due cons idera t ion  of  a l l  the circum

stances .  An o f f i c e  where the amount o f  the revenue may be 

perhaps £200» or £300 a year, may from i t s  l o c a l  s i tu a t io n  be 

a great f o r w a r d -o f f i c e ;  f o r  instance ,  the town o f  Huntingdon: 

the mails  arr ive  there in the dead o f  the n ight ,  and a l l  the
I'
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l e t t e r s  fron the north  cerne up to  Huntingdon to  be asserted  

f o r  Cambridgeshire, f o r  S u f fo lk ,  and f o r  Norfolk, and they 

amount to, I may say, thousands; on the return they come from 

Cambridge and N orfo lk  to  Huntingdon, and amount to  as many: 

the re s u lt  i s ,  that the dut ies  at that o f f i c e  are dene at very 

unseasonable hours; o f  course the regu lat ion  o f  the salary  is  

not dependent upon the money that the ind iv idua l  rece ives ,  

because those are a l i  l e t t e r s  In t r a n s i tu , but according to 

the s e v e r i ty  o f  the du t ies  he has to  perform, and the time at 

which they are performed.

L etters  from the C °un t г y .

W il l  you have the goodness to  trace  a l e t t e r ,  put in  in 

the country, t o  i t s  d e l iv e r y  in Lenden? -  I t  i s  dropped into  

the re ce iv in g -b o x  at the P o s t - o f f i c e  o f  the town from which i t  

i s  intended to be sent;  i t  i s  stamped and taxed there by the 

Postmaster or the persons employed by him, a l l  o f  whom take 

the oatřť^of o f f i c e ;  i t  i s  entereu in h is  b i l l  exact ly  in the 

same manner as i s  done in London; i t  i s  enclosed  in a bag, 

which i s  sea led  and d e l iv e re d  to  the guard, put Into h is  sack, 

and conveyed by the m ail -coach  to  London. Having got to  

London, the bags are opened, the l e t t e r s  are t o ld  over, and 

more p a r t i c u la r ly  the paid  l e t t e r s ,  because the Postmaster in 

the country re c e iv in g  so  much money f o r  the paid l e t t e r s ,  i t  

i s  very necessary  that we should see that he has put down the 

r ig h t  amount. A fte r  the l e t t e r s  have been examined and 

stamped, they are d is t r ib u t e d  in to  fourteen  d iv is io n s ,  twelve
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and cne f o r  the twopenny poet .  Each o f  theae twelve d iv is io n s  

i s  then sub -d iv ided  in to  walks (1]8  or 119 in number). They 

are then p laced  b e fore  s ix  c le rk s  c a l l e d  t e l l e r s ,  who charge 

the amounts against the resp ect ive  l e t t e r - c a r r i e r s .  The 

amount against each walk is  entered in a book, and stated  on 

a docket, which i s  d e l iv e re d  t o  another c le rk ,  c a l l e d  the 

check c le r k ,  who a l s o  enters  i t  in h is  book. The l e t t e r - c a r 

r ie r s  then t e l l  the l e t t e r s ,  and report the amount they make 

to  the check c le r k .  I f  i t  agrees with the amount o f  the 

docket he has re ce iv e d  from the t e l l i n g  c le rk ,  the docket i s  

handed to  the l e t t e r - c a r r i e r  f o r  s ignature, and returned again 

to  the ch eck -c le rk ,  and the amount ia thus estab l ished  against 

the l e t t e i —c a r r i e r .  I f  i t  d isagree ,  a f t e r  a second t e l l in g

by the l e t t e r - c a r r i e r ,  the President s e l e c t s  a c lerk  from 

another part o f  the o f f i c e  to  r e - t e l l  the l e t t e r s ,  and decide 

which i s  r ig h t .  The President frequently  r e t e l l s  the l e t t e r s  

h im self .  The t e l l i n g - c l e r k s ,  t o  prevent c o l lu s io n  with the 

l e t t e r - c a r r i e r s ,  are changed almost every day.

.Foreign L e t te rs .

Will you now have the goodness to  trace  the Foreign Letters 

They are depos ited  in the rece iv ing -houses ,  and core up in 

sea led  bags, ju s t  the same as the others .  When a fore ign  

l e t t e r  i s  put in to  the P o s t - o f f i c e  in the country, i t  Is ten

dered at the window o f  the P o s t - o f f i c e  in the country, and paid 

f o r .  I t  then comes up in  what i s  c a l l e d  the paid b i l l  to
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London, and Is  transferred  to  the F o r e ig n - o f f i c e ;  i t  becomes 

v i r t u a l l y  a frank, as i t  forms no part o f  the charge on the

F o r e i g n - o f f i c e .  The bars are made up in the F o r e ig n -o f f i c e

by nearly  the same process  as in the I n la n d -o f f i c e ,  only o f  

course on a smaller s c a le .  We have a Hamburgh mail, a French 

mail, a mail to  Ostend, a mail to  Helvoet, a mail to  Gotten- 

burgh, a mail to  G ibra lter  and Malta, a mail t o  the B ra z i ls ,  

and a mail to  Lisbon, - recen t ly  one to  Buenos-Ayres.

L e t te r s  to  the Colon ie  s .

Letters  are sent to  the Colonies ,  with similar accounts to

the Postmasters, who are our deputies ,  p r e c i s e ly  in the same

manner with the Postmaster of P r i s t o l  or Birmingham, and ac

count f o r  postage in the same way. The remittances are made 

hy every packet, and those balances Ere at present,  c e r ta in ly ,  

in a very c r e d i ta b le  s ta te .  A ll  l e t t e r s  from the Colonies 

are not rece ived  in  the f i r s t  instance by the P o s t - o f f i c e  in 

London; a l l  that can be c i r c u la t e d  sooner by going by the cross  

post ,  are forwarded f r o r  Falmouth by the nearest post -road .

Cross P os t .

Having gone through the d i r e c t  communication, w i l l  you 

descr ibe  how l e t t e r s  are conveyed and checked in going through 

the l in e  o f  cross-ccmmunication? - I w i l l  take the instance 

o f  Nottingham and Derby. The Postmaster o f  Nottingham, who 

sends the l e t t e r s  away, not only in ser ts  the amount in the b i l l  

which accompanies those l e t t e r s ,  but he keeps a voucher, which
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i s  transmitted monthly to  the By and Cross-road o f f i c e ,  in 

which the amount charged on Derby i s  in serted ,  with the day, 

in the column. The Postmaster at Derby, when he rece iv es  

those l e t t e r s ,  puts down the amount in what i s  c a l l e d  the r e 

ce ived  s ide  o f  the voucher. The voucher from Nottingham, and 

a ls o  that from Derby, are transmitted to  the By and Cross-road 

Let t e r * o f f i c e ;  they are there examined to  see whether they 

agree; i f  they do agree, the a count i s  rece ived ,  and the 

deputy is  deb ited  accord in g ly .  There must be a c o l lu s i o n  

between the two p a r t ie s  o f  course , i f  there i s  any fraud.

SURVEYORS.

Have you not Surveyors? - I t  i s  a part  o f  t h e i r  in s tr u c 

t ion  to  look  to  those things accu rate ly  and con stan t ly ,  in 

t r a v e l ; ing through the country: i f  there i s  any thing which 

can in the most remote degree e x c i t e  th e ir  su sp ic ion ,  they are 

to  represent i t  immediately. In a f la rra n t  case, the sur

veyor would at once see i t  was h is  duty to  take charge o f  the 

o f f i c e ,  and he would immediately s ta te  that he had done so. 

Where a man i s  d e f i c i e n t  in his remittances, and where i t  would 

be imprudent to  leave  the revenue t o  g rea ter  hazard, a Sur

veyor is  sent to  take charge o f  the o f f i c e .  The great  secu

r i t y  f o r  the c r o s s -p c s t s  i s  the a t ten t ion  o f  the Surveyors ?

The Surveyors are o f f i c e r s  f ix ed  in d i s t r i c t s ;  there are seven 

o f  them. There i s  s c a r ce ly  a day in the year in which I do 

not rece ive  communica t ion s  from some o f  them.
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Early H istory  o f  the Penny Post .

S ta f fo rd s h ire  Moorlands,
Dec. 1. 1829.

Mr. Urban, -

_ As your a r t i c l e  on the New Post O f f i c e ,  r e la te s  

almost e n t i r e ly  to  i t s  modem economy, and has s ca rce ly  an i l 

lu s ion  to  that important branch, the Twcpennt Post, a few b r i e f  

a dd it ion s ,  with seme n o t i c e s  o f  i t s  ea r ly  s ta te ,  gleaned from 

various quarters, may not be u n in terest in g .

The u t i l i t y  c f  the Post O f f i c e  at the outset ,  seems to 

have been so  l i t t l e  apprec iated ,  that, even so long as th irteen  

years a f t e r  the R estorat ion ,  we f ind ,  from BÍ cine's ■Britannia," 

many people  were almost ignorant o f  i t s  ex is ten ce .  He says ;

■ Por the b e t t e r  information o f  a l l  such as have occasion  
j  o f  conveyance o f  l e t t e r s  in t o  any part o f  England, which before

made use o f  that tedious way by wagon, c a r r i e r ,  o r  stage-coach ,
as not f u l l y  knowing th is  great  conveniency, th is  i s  to  inform 
them that the inhabitants  o f  th is  nation have c f  la te  years, by 
a general P o s t -O f f i c e ,  an exceeding great  converiency in the 
conveyance o f  l e t t e r s  t o  most parts  o f  the kingdom; and that
at such eaeie  rates ,  and with such quick d ispatch , that in f iv e
dayes an answer may be rece ived ,  thourh 250 m iles ;  and, i f  but 
a l e t t e r  o f  a s in g le  sheet o f  paper, f o r  the expense o f  3d . ;  
but i f  o f  a g re a te r  bulk, then a f t e r  the rate o f  Pd. per ounce; 
and i f  under 80 m iles ,  then 2d. f o r  a s in g le  l e t t e r .  And i f  
t o  Scotland 5d . ,  and to Ireland 6d. f o r  s in g le  l e t t e r s .

The p r o f i t s  o f  th is  great O f f i c e ,  by Act o f  Pariiament, is  
granted unto H.R.H. the Duke o f  York, under whom are abundance 
o f  o f f i c e r s ,  who con t in u a l ly  g ive  th e ir  attendance, under a 
yearly  (and seme a weekly) sa lary ,  each being appointed to, and 
knowing, h is  re sp ec t iv e  employment. And, upon the grand Post 
Post O f f i c e ,  which is  kept in  Lmdon, there depends 1P2 deputy
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Postmasters; in England and Scotland, most o f  which keep th e ir  
o f f i c e s  in th e ir  stages,  and have sub-postmasters in  th e ir  
branches out to  Market-towns, not seated in the high roads: 
so that there is  scarce  any market-town o f  note, but hath the 
b e n e f i t  o f  the conveyance o f  l e t t e r s  to  and f r o .

"The answers that are rece ived ,  are d e l iv e re d  ( i f  in Lon- 
aon) to  the l e t t e r - p o r t e r s ,  who sp eed i ly  carry  them, according 
to  the d i r e c t i o n s ,  and ought t o  demand no more ti.an what i s  
charged by the O ff ice  f o r  br ing ing  the same; yet,  i f  one hath 
not a care ,  some o f  them w i l l  require  money where none should 
be p a i d . "

Three years l a t e r ,  an acquaintance with the nature o f  the 

Post O f f i c e  was s t i l l  fa r  from being u n iv e r sa l ly  d i f fu s e d ,  or 

the conductors would not have found i t  necessary t o  publish  the 

fo l low in g  advertisement, which occurs in the London Gazette,

8 A p r i l ,  1678 :

"A ll  persons are des ired  t o  take n o t i c e ,  that there i s  a 
s e t t l e d  and safe  conveyance c f  l e t t e r s  and pacquets by post ,  
three times in every week, upon the usual post -days ,  to  and 
from the C ity  o f  London, and the towns h e r a f t e r  mentioned in 
the counties  o f  Surrey ana Sussex, v i z .  Epson, Leatherhead, 
Darking, G i l fo rd ,  Famham Goaalmln, Haslemore, Midhurst, Pet- 
worth, Horsehsm, Arundal, Stayning, Shoreham, Bridhthelmstone, 
Lewes, and Eastbourne; so that a correspondence may be had 
between a l l  or any c f  the sa id  p la ce s ;  and no money is  re 
quired t i l l  the l e t t e r s  are d e l iv e red ,  and then only such rates 
as are es tab l ish ed  by Act o f  Parliam ent."

The account o f  the Post o f f i c e  in Deleune 's  "Present State 

o f  London," 1681, i s  near ly  the same as that given in the above 

extract  fron  Blune, save that the rate of  conveyance appears to 

have become somewhat more exped it ious  in the lapse o f  eight 

years; f o r  whereas BÍ one boasts  that l e t t e r s  might be sent 250 

m iles,  and answers rece ived  in  f i v e  days, Delaune t e l l e  us that
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answers might then be had in the same time "from a p lace  300 

m iles d is tant  from the w r i t e r s ; "  and "though (he proceeds) 

the number o f  l e t t e r  m iss ives  in England were not at a l l  con

s id era b le  in  our a n ce s to rs '  time, yet i t  i s  now so p rod ig iou s ly  

great ,  ( s in ce  the meanest people have genera l ly  learnt to write)  

that th is  O f f i c e  is  fanned fo r  above 40 or rather bn,000£ a 

y e a r . "

Vfhat he adds, as to  the improvement in c oach-t ravel 1 ing, 

though not immediately connected with the sub iect ,  i s  too ex

q u is i t e  to  be omitted :

"Besides th is  e x c e l le n t  convenience o f  conveying l e t t e r s ,  
there i s  o f  la t e  such an admirable commodiousness, both f o r  
men and women o f  b e t t e r  rank, to travel  from London, and to a l 
most a l l  the v i l l a g e s  near th is  great c i t y ,  that the l ik e  hath 
not been known in the world; and that i s ,  by Stage-Coaches, 
wherein one may be transported to  any p la ce ,  she ltered  from 
fou l  weather, and fou l  ways, f ree  from endamaging one 's  health 
or  body by hard jogg ing ,  or over v io le n t  motion; and th is ,  not 
only at a low p r i c e ,  as about a s h i l l i n g  f o r  every f iv e  miles, 
but with such v e l o c i t y  and speed, as tnat Posts in some fore ign  
cou n tr ies  make not more m iles  in a day; f o r  the Stage-Coaches 
c a l l e d  F ly in g -C oacheş make f o r t y  or f i f t y  miles in a day, as 
from London to  Oxford or Cambridge, and that -n the space o f  
twelve hours (not counting the time f o r  d in in g ) ,  se t t in g  forth  
not too early ,  nor coming in too  l a t e .  Moreover, i f  any gen
tleman ie ş ire  to  r id e  post ,  to any p r in c ip a l  town in England, 
p os t -h orses  are always in readiness ,  ( . ta k in g  no horse without 
the consent o f  h is  owner, which in other K ings ’ reigns was not 
duly observed, ) and only 3d. i s  demanded f o r  every English mile, 
and f o r  every stage, to  the p ost -b oy ,  4d. f o r  con m et in g ."

Delaune, however, devotes h is  c h i e f  attention  to  "that 
ingenious undertaking, the Penny-Post,"  which having, as he 

t e l l s  us heard disparaged by s-cme censorious persona, he "ex

amined the reasons, and found i t  opposed by none but the ignor

ant, or such as p re fe r red  sane p a r t i c u la r  ends be fo re  public
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u t i l i t y ,  who persuaded H.H.H. the Duke o f  York, that i t  damn- 

- i f i e d  the General P o s t - o f f i c e ;  whereupon many act ions  were 

brought, and a chargeable su it  o f  law fo l low ed»"  He then 

upon the authority  o f  "one o f  the gentlemen concerned,"  sub

jo in s  a long narrat ive  o f  i t s  r i s e  and progress ,  the substance 

o f  which I annex :

" th is  usefu l  invention is  l i t t l e  more than a year old, 

being begun in A pr i l ,  1ÕP0. The c h i e f  undertaker that in t r o 

duced i t  in to  p r a c t i c e ,  i s  one Mr. William Dockwra, merchant, 

a native  and c i t i z e n  o f  London, with a numerous family o f  

eight young ch i ldren ;  who being forsaken by some others soon 

a f t e r  i t  becan, and l e f t  t o  s h i f t  f o r  h im self ,  ca rr ie d  on th is  

undertaking s in g ly ,  f o r  above n a i f  a dozen years, at h is  own 

proper charge and hazara, against a l l  the d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  oppo

s i t i o n s  and discouragements, that attended i t ,  though now he 

hath severa l  c i t i z e n s  in partnership with him. But I am tru ly  

informed that the income does not yet amount to  th ree - fourth s  

o f  the necessary charge to  support i t .

"This Penny-Post i s  thus managçd. -  The p r in c ip a l  o f f i c e ,  

to  which a l l  acccmpts, &c., are d a i ly  transmitted, i s  in Lyme- 

s t r e e t ,  at the dwelling-house o f  the sa id  Mr.Dockwra, f o r 

merly the mansion-house o f  S ir  Robert Abdy, knt.

"There are seven sort ing-houses ,  proper to  the seven pre

c in c t s  in to  which the under-takers have divided London, West

minster, and the suburbs, s i tuated  at equal d istances ,  f o r  the 

b e t t e r  maintenance o f  mutual correspondence.



"There are about 4 or 5 On rece iv ing  houses to  take in 

l e t t e r s ,  where the messengers c a l l  every hour, and convey them 

as d irected ;  as a ls o  p o s t - l e t t e r s ,  the writ ing  of  which are 

much in crea se !  by th is  accomodation, being c a r e fu l ly  conveyed 

by them to  the renerai P o s t -O f f i c e  in Lcmbard-street.

"There are a great  number o f  c lerks  and poor c i t i z e n s  

d a i ly  employed as messengers, to  c o l l e c t ,  so r t ,  enter, stamp, 

and d e l iv e r  a l l  l e t t e r s ,  every person entertained g iv ing  £50 

secu r ity ,  by bond, f o r  h is  f i d e l i t y ;  and the undertakers ob lige  

themselves to make good any thing de l ivered  t o  their  messengers 

under the value o f  £10 i f  sealed  up, and the contents endorsed. 

By these messengers are conveyed l e t t e r s  and p a rce ls ,  not ex

ceeding one pound weight, t o  and from a l l  parts o f  London, and 

a l l  p laces  within the b i l l s  o f  m orta l i ty ;  as a lso  to  the four 

towns of Hackney, I s l in g to n ,  South-Newingtcn-Butts, and Lambeth, 

but to  no other towns; and the l e t t e r s  only to  be l e f t  at the 

rece iv ing -houses  o f  those four towns, and not d e l iv ered  in the 

s t r e e t ;  but i f  brought heme to  the houses in those towns, a 

penny more to  be charged.

"They do now use stamps, t o  mark the hour o f  the day on 

a l l  l e t t e r s  when sent out from th e ir  o f f i c e  to  be d e l iv ered ,  by 

which persons are to  expect th e ir  l e t t e r s  within one hour frem 

the time marked thereon, by which the cause o f  delay o f  l e t 

te rs  rray be e a s i l y  d i s c e r n ’ d, v i z . ,  whether i t  be r e a l ly  in the 

o f f i c e ,  or th e ir  own servants with whom the l e t t e r s  are l e f t .

"All  persons are des ired  not to ' eave any l e t t e r s  on
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——  Saturday n ights ,  a f t e r  s ix  o f  the c lo ck  in the winter, 

and seven in the summer, that the poor  men employed may have 

a l i t t l e  time to  provide for  t h e i r  fa m i l ie s  against the Lord ’ s-  

Day, having no le i s u r e  a l l  the week b es id es .

“To the most remote p laces ,  l e t t e r s  go four or f i v e  times 

o f  the day; to  other p la ces ,  s ix  and eight times o f  the day; 

to  inns o f  court ,  and p la ces  o f  bus iness ,  e s p e c ia l l y  in term or 

Pariiament-time, 10 or 12 tiroes o f  the day.

"London extends from Lymehouse t o  the end o f  Tut t i e - s t r e e t ,  

seven miles and a h a l f ,  which extraord inary  length renders 

speedy communication very uneasie and troublesom. Now, to 

keep up a necessary correspondence, the way formerly used was, 

to  h ire  p or ters ,  at excess ive  ra tes ,  to  go on errands, and to 

send servants or apprentices ,  who l o s t  time that should be 

spent to  learn th e ir  trades and b e n e f i t  t h e i r  masters, and 

would often  l o y t e r ,  and get v i c io u s  hab its  and e v i l  company, 

to  th e ir  own and m asters ’ hurt Or e l s e ,  such as cou ld  not 

spare the p o r te r  so much money, nor  kept servants, have been 

fo r ce d  to  sweat and t o i l ,  and leave t h e i r  work f o r ,  i t  may be, 

h a l f  a day, to  do that which now they may perform at the easie  

rate o f  a penny.
"The o b je c t ion s  to  th is  undertaking I have heard o f  are, 

1 s t . ,  from sane sort  o f  p or ters ,  that i t  hinders t h e i r  l i v e l i 

hood; but the porters  are an in con s id era b le  number in respect  

of the whole inhabitants  o f  th is  great  c i t y ,  and a u se fu l  un

dertaking should not in equity  o r  prudence be discountenanced,
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f o r  the p e c u l ia r  advantage o f  some few. Others a l led ge ,  that 

t h e i r  l e t t e r s  are not sp eed i ly  answered, and th ere fore  say they 

m iscarry .  But that may be, because the party i s  not at home, 

and h is  servants do not produce h is  l e t t e r  as they ought, though 

punctua lly  l e f t  by the Penny-Post messenger. Or the party may 

not be at l e i s u r e ,  or not w i l l in g  to  w rite ,  or removed, or 

would pretend he rece ived  i t  not ,  when dun'd f o r  money, which 

he cannot or w i l l  not pay. And indeed I am informed, that 

abundance o f  l e t t e r s  are so i l l  superscribed, o r  uncerta in ly  

d i r e c te d ,  (the p a r t i c u la r  trade o f  the party , the sign, or 

what noted p lace  i t  i s  near, being o m it te d , ) that i t  i s  im

p o s s ib l e  to  d e l i v e r  such, which i s  the fa u l t  o f  the senders, 

and not o f  the o f f i c e . ”

Thus fa r  from Mr. Delaune's zealous v in d ica t io n  o f  the 

novel  undertaking.

James Broughton
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The remains o f  the ancient C o l lege  d i s c lo s e d  on c lear ing  

the s i t e  in 1818 were i l lu s t r a t e d  (with two engravings) in 

our v o i .  LXXXVIII. i i .  272, 393; LXXXIX. i .  pp. 328, 414,

608 ; and an in te re s t in g  volume, by A lfred  John Kempe, Esq., 

F .S.A. was subsequently published, e n t i t l e d  "H is to r ic a l  Notices 

o f  the C o l le g ia te  Church or Poyal Free Chapel and Sanctuary 

o f  St. Martin-le-Grand; with observations on the d i f f e r e n t  

kinds o f  Sanctuary formerly recognized by the C iv i l  Law."

( See v o i .  xcv. i i .  p. 245.)


