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Perforations Galore
On tbc Last^tUojul (to date) on the Penfonations of the 

“ Holland and Colonies” Stamps

By  A. J. W A R R E N

I N their early struggles tu arrive at a 
satisfactory scheme of perforation the 
Dutch (i.e. Messrs. J. Enschede and 

Sons, of Haarlem) seem to have been par­
ticularly unfortunate, to judge at least by the 
many changes in the gauge made during 
the first twenty years. Let us, however, 
gladly acknowledge that they ultimately 
overcame their difficulties, and since tSSb 
have steadily adhered to one useful gauge.

In England the gauge has been so steadily 
"  14” that our students and advanced spe­
cialists have rather got into the way of 
thinking that the “ perforation” does not 
need to be studied. Our Dutch friends, 
however, have not had that excuse, and 
should long ere this have given a proper 
description of the products of those “ earlv 
struggles.”

Erom time to time, when making displays 
of the stamps of “ Holland ” or “ Colonies," 
1 have shown the result of my studies of the 
perforations “ as faras I had got,” and as 
certain material which 1 have lately secured 
enables me to clear up several points, even 
to showing that some of my conclusions 
have been wrong, I am going to bring ibis 
matter up to date. My conclusions have 
been drawn entirely from my stamps, and 
are, of course, subject to correction front 
inner sources of information not open to me. 

Meantime 1 have to acknowledge the 
help given me on several points by Mr. 
Konİng and Mr. Hohlmeyer, bulb of Amster­
dam, though 1 fear they may be surprised at 
some of my conclusions and perhaps but 
half convinced '

The first perforations we have to deal with 
are the 12Í, x 12. There are three of them : —

rst. In 1864-8 a fairly true “  12̂  x 12,’’ with 
no variations or ] recul i arit ies except the 
kink at the top of the fourth vertical row 
of holes. (Illustration No. 1.*)

2nd. In 1872 S5 the Itetter-known “  I2İ к 12” 
with “  n j  x 12“ in the first column, and 
sundry changes to “  12] x 12“ and “  12J 
>: 12 " in others : one or two of the vertical 

columns are really “  12$.'’ (Illustration 
No. 2. )

3rd. In 1SS5-1S a “  1 2 J x ] 2” with no variations 
horizontally, but occasionally “  114” ’ ver­
tically. (Illustration No. 3.)

These are, of course, three separate 
machines, but as the old idea that Nos. 2 
and 3 are adaptations of No. 1 is not yet 
entirely dead, it may be well to recapitulate 
the reasons against it, the truth of which 
has already been acknowledged in the 
Dutch Tijdschrift.

The machine of 1864 had a horizontal line 
of pins 190 mm. long, thus allowing about 
'8$ mm. between the vertical lines ; the later 
machines arc 209 and 208 mm. long, with 
intervals of, say, 20J mm. Now even if we 
suppose that No, I, having lain idle for four 
years, was to be resuscitated, imagine the 
tinkering that would have had to go on in 
lengthening the horizontal line and shifting 
all the verticals to make it suit the new size 
of stamps 1 Ami even if that were done how 
could the first space have been made to 
gauge tlí.? An a sthetic “ defect,” perhaps,

’ This illusi rat ion İsınken from a line block of the tţţ c. 
«tamps of tlie -tuomi issue, wlot li u as supplied to me by 
Mr. Lincoln.
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7- Line-machine, >4



8. Line-machine, 14, large holes ( 1S74).
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ii, 12. Comb-machine, I3İ> lar ê holes (1875).
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17. Peri. 121, small 
holes (1S85).

ig, 1906. “ Tuberculosis''issue. Perl. 12J.



20. I907. 44 De Ruyter ” issue. Perf. Ï2-J x 12.
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but the woebegone condition of the machine 
did not prevent its doing good work for 
thirteen years. Remember also that from 
1S72 to 1S74 the machine worked with 
“ small pins.”

Some adherents to old ideas may still 
think that the 1S64 machine was revived in 
1SS5. What! after seventeen years’ rest: 
And how about the “ tinkering” work :

Let us rather accept the fact that there 
were three machines,* and call them —

No. i. 12A x 12.
N0.2. ! 2Í XI 2A(wi t h 1IÍXI2,  CtC.).
No. 3. I2İ X  12 B.

We need not delay over the “ ioAx i o ” 
perforation, also produced by a Comb ma­
lline ; it was found unsuitable, probably 

because the holes were too far apart for 
convenient or safe separation of the stamps.

The next group to consider is that of the 
13j., 13A, and 14 perforations, small or large 
holes.

We shall find here a dodging backwards 
and forwards between “ Comb ” and “  Line ” 
machines, the cause of which is, I think, ex­
plained by my newly acquired strips.

If you will look at Illustration No. 1, and 
compare it with No. 10, it can be seen that 
when the stamps have been placed too close 
together we do not get a proper perforation 
between them with the “ Comb." In such a 
case a better perforation was secured by a 
Line machine, as shown in the illustrations of 
“ perf. 14” (see also the use in the nineties of 
the “ 11A” Line machines for various-sized 
stamps). We shall therefore find that a 
“ 13] Comb” had its 'vertical hars removed, 
and was thus turned into a “ Guillotine,’’ 
Probably the“ 13J. Comb ’’ suffered the same 
fate.

The 1867 issue of Holland was first perf. 
12A x 12, and after a year we find the toi 
x 10 perforation in use, anti the 13A (my 

earliest date, February 14, 1869) and the 14, 
used first for the “ Newspaper” stamps of 
January, 1869.

* W«* philatelists are  sometimes puzzled through co n ­
fusion between the perforating *m u h in < and its accessories. 
\\ e funi two different per forat ions, and we s a y  that there 
must h ave been tw o different m ac h in es;  the authorities  
m ay  assure us that they never possessed more than one 
uta* hin e. but if pressed th ey will ac kn ow led ge  that it w a s  
at a certain period, fitted with a new set o f  pins anil a 
new b e d -plate. —  I'  i*. Í/..S. II'.

The “ 13A all round ” was a Comb machine, 
Illustrations Nos. 4 and 5 show this clearly. 
It has hitherto been considered, both by 
myself tutti others, to have been done by a 
Line machine, because we find “ 13A” in 
combination with “  14,” but we come to this 
presently.

The “ i4 all round” was a Line machine, 
in the form of a “ wheel,” the perforation 
running the whole length or width of the 
paper as shown in Illustrations 6 and 7.

Later on, in 1874, we get the “ perf. 14, 
large holes,” which I have always been in­
clined to think was made by altering the 
pins of the existing 14 machine, but Illustra­
tion 8, a corner block of Curacao, shows that 
the perforation was no longer carried through 
the margins.

The “ Newspaper” stamps of 1869 were 
“ perf. 14,” but the issue of the following 
year is found “ perf. 13] all round.” This 
was a Comb machine, see Illustrations 9 anti 
10. The remainders of these stamps were 
perforated, in 1875, with another “ Comb 
134 ” shown in Illustrations 11 and 12; this 
was much the finest perforation of the lot, 
which, however, we never see again.

Why was not the whole issue finished off 
with “ 13I small holes,” both this and the 
“ Postage Dues” of 1870?

Because the vertical lines o f pins vere 
iahen oß  to enable Messrs. Enschedé to get 
on quicker, in 187 t 2, with the other work, 
the stamps of the 1867 issue being too small 
for the Comb. Their work had greatly in­
creased, as stamps were also wanted for 
Dutch Indies, Curaçao and Surinam, and by 
using the “ 13] ” machine as a “ Guillotine” 
for the horizontal perforations, and the “  14” 
for the vertical, the work was done quicker. 
Therefore, “ 13.} x 14 ’’ is found in Holland, 
in 1872, and in Dutch Indies in 1873 4.

1 must produce my proofs.
Look at Illustrations 9 and to (13J Comb), 

and 13 and 14 (t j j  x 14), and you will find 
the same little irregularity in both, in the 
positions of the ninth and tenth holes, count­
ing from the right, and again at the twenty- 
second, twenty-third, and twenty-fourth holes ; 
also note the space between the second and 
third holes from the left.

Illustrations 15 and 16 show the 13^x14 
and 13.I x 14 of Holland, the earliest elate
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said to be 1872. Hut I have no material to 
prove anything about the 13i x 14 ; the 14 
x 13A, and the new discovery, in Holland, 

of 14 x 13I, still await elucidation.
I shall not trouble you about the “ 13  ̂ x 

13 İ to 13A,” large holes. The horizontal 
line is longer, and the spacing wider than in 
the 13i of 1869 One is only inclined to 
wonder how it is that so many of the vertical 
lines gauge “ 13,}.”

Illustrations 17 and 18 show the “ perf. 
12k all round Comb,” first with small holes, 
in 1885, and then large holes, in 1886-7.

The last illustrations, 19 and 20, show the 
“ Tuberculosis” stamps of 1906, perf. 12I, 
apparently done by temporarily removing 
every alternate vertical line of the existing 
machine, and the “ de Ruyters ” of 1907, 
perf. “  12İ x 12,” exceptional size.
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Perforations Galone
O p tbc Last Cllopd (to date) on tbc Pepfopations of tbc 

** Holland and Colonics ” Stamps

By A. J. W A R RE N

IN their early struggles to arrive at a 
satisfactory scheme of perforation the 
1 tuteli ii.e. Messrs. J, Enschedé and 

Sons, of Haarlem) seem to have been par­
ticularly unfortunate, to judge at least by the 
many changes in the gauge made during 
the first twenty years. Let us, however, 
gladly acknowledge that the)' ultimately 
overcame their difficulties, and since t886 
have steadily adhered to one useful gauge.

In England the gauge has been so steadily 
“ 14" that our students and advanced spe­
cialists have rather got into the way of 
thinking that the “ perforation” does not 
need to be studied. Our Dutch friends, 
however, have not had that excuse, and 
should long ere this have given a proper 
description of the products of those “ early 
struggles.”

From time to time, when making displays 
of the stamps of *• Holland ” or “ Colonies,” 
I have shown the result of my studies of the 
perforations “ as far as I had got,” and as 
certain material which I have lately secured 
enables me to clear up several points, even 
to showing that some of my conclusions 
have been wrong, 1 am going to bring this 
matter up to date. My conclusions have 
been drawn entirely from my stamps, and 
are, of course, subject to correction from 
inner sources of information not open to me.

Meantime I have to acknowledge the 
help given me on several points by Mr. 
Ivoning and Mr. llohlmcycr, both of Amster­
dam, though I fear they may be surprised at 
some of my conclusions and perhaps but 
half convinced I

The first perforations wc have to deal with 
are the tel, x 12. There are three of them : —

1st. In 1864-S a fairly true “  12J x 12,“ with 
no variations or peculiarities except the 
kink at the top of the fourth vertical row 
of holes. (Illustration No. 1.*)

2ml. In 1872-S5 the better-known “  12k x 12” 
with “  I1JX12” in the first column, and 
sundry changes to “  I2,j x 12” and “  12J 
x 12 ” in others : one or two of the vertical 

columns are really “  I2j.” (Illustration 
No. 2. )

3rd. In 1885-83 “  12J x 12” with no variations 
horizontally, but occasionally “  lij!” ver­
tically. (Illustration No. 3.)

These are, of course, three separate 
machines, but as the old idea that Nos. 2 
and 3 are adaptations of No. 1 is not yet 
entirely dead, it may be well to recapitulate 
the reasons against it, the truth of which 
has already been acknowledged in the 
Dutch Tijdschrift.

The machine of 1864 had a horizontal line 
of pins 190 mm. long, thus allowing about 
18J mm. between the vertical lines ; the later 
machines are 209 and 208 mm. long, with 
intervals of, say, 2oJ mm. Now even if we 
suppose that No. 1, having lain idle for four 
years, was to lie resuscitated, imagine the 
tinkering that would have had to go on in 
lengthening the horizontal line and shifting 
all the verticals to make it suit the new size 
of stamps 1 And even if that were done how 
could the first space have been made to 
gauge i t i ?  An a-stlietic “ defect,” perhaps,

* T h is  illustration is taken from a fine block o f  the 15 c. 
statii|>s o f  t h e 'ccim d i*sue, which w a s  supplied to me by 
Mr. Lincoln.
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л , i2. Comb-machine, 13J, large holes (1875).
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17. Perf. 12h, small 
boles (18S5),

19. 1906, “  Tubirculiisis ” issue. Perf. 12J.



го. igo7. “  De К uy ter” issue. Perf. t г\ x 12.

G
ib

b
o

n
s 

S
t

a
m

p 
W

e
e

k
l

y
, 

S
eptem

ber 3, 1910.



G ibbons. Stamp W eekly,September 3, 1910,



Р E R FO  R A T  ION S G A Г ,0  R E

but the woebegone condition of the machine 
did not prevent its doing good work for 
thirteen years. Remember also that from 
1872 to 1S74 the machine worked with 
“ small pins.”

Some adherents to old ideas may still 
think that the 1864 machine was revived in 
1885. W hat! after seventeen years1 rest? 
And how about the “ tinkering” work ?

Let us rather accept the fact that there 
«ere three machines,* and call them —

No. I. i : i x  12.
N0.2. 12 A x 12 A (with i 0 x 1 2 ,  etc.).
No. 3. 1 2İ X !2 li.

We need not delay over the “ l o i x t o ” 
perforation, also produced by a Comb ma­
chine ; it was found unsuitable, probably 
because the holes were too far apart for 
convenient or safe separation of the stamps.

The next group to consider is that of the 
13], 13A, and 14 perforations, small or large 
holes.

We shall find here a dodging backwards 
and forwards between “ Comb ” and “ Line ” 
machines, the cause of which is, I think, ex­
plained by my newly acquired strips.

If you will look at Illustration No. 1, and 
compare it with No. 10, it can be seen that 
when the stamps have been placed too close 
together we do not get a proper perforation 
between them with the “ Comb.” In such a 
case a better perforation was secured by a 
Line machine, as shown in the illustrations of 
“ perf. 14” (see also the use in the nineties of 
the “ l i i ” Line machines for various-sized 
stamps). W c shall therefore find that a 
“ 13! Com b” Itati its vertical hars removed, 
and was thus turned into a “ Guillotine.” 
Probably the “ 13), Comb ” suffered the same 
fate.

The 1867 issue of Holland was first perf. 
12A x 12, and after a year wě find the 10A 
x 10 perforation in use, and the 13A my 

earliest date, February 14, 1869) and the 14, 
used first for the “ Newspaper” stamps of 
January, 1869.

* W e  philatelists are sometimes puzzle«! through con­
fusion between the perforating m at hint and its accessories. 
W e find two dif ferent perforations, and we say  that there 
must h a v e  heen two different machines ; the authorities 
m ay assure us that they  never possessed more than one 
j>'a( h in e. but i f  pressed they  will acknow ledge  that it was, 
at a certain period, filte«! with a new set o f  pins and a 
new bed-plate . — Fir. ( i . S . l t ’.

The “ 13i all round ” was a Comb machine, 
Illustrations Nos, 4 and 5 show this clearly. 
It has hitherto been considered, both by 
myself and others, to have been done by a 
Line machine, because we find “ 13i ” in 
combination with “ 14,” but wc come to this 
presently.

The “ 14 all round” was a Line machine, 
in the form of a “ wheel,” the perforation 
running the whole length or width of the 
paper as shown in Illustrations 6 and 7.

Later on, in 1874, we get the “ perf. 14, 
large holes,” which I have always been in­
clined to think was made by altering the 
pins of the existing 14 machine, but Illustra­
tion 8, a corner block of Curaçao, shows that 
the perforation was no longer carried through 
the margins.

The “ Newspaper” stamps of 1869 were 
“ perf. 14,” but the issue of the following 
year is found “ perf. 13.J all round.” This 
was a Comb machine, see Illustrations 9 and 
10. The remainders of these stamps were 
perforated, in 1875, with another “ Comb 
13J” shown in Illustrations n and 12; this 
was much the finest perforation of the lot, 
which, however, we never see again.

Why was not the whole issue finished off 
with “  13] small holes,” both this and the 
“ Postage Dues” of 1870?

because the vertical lines of pins 7,'ere 
laben ofl to enable Messrs. Enschede to get 
on quicker, in 1871 2, with the other work, 
the stamps of the 1867 issue being too small 
for the Comb. Their work had greatly in­
creased, as stainps were also wanted for 
Dutch Indies, Curaçao and Surinam,and by 
using the “ 13J 11 machine as a “ Guillotine" 
for the horizontal perforations, and the “  14 ” 
for the vertical, the work was done quicker. 
Therefore, ‘ 13] x 4 ” is found in Holland, 
in 1S72, and in Dutch Indies in 1873 4.

I must produce my proofs.
Look at Illustrations 9 and 10 (13],Comb), 

and 13 and 14 ( i j j  x 14), and you will find 
the same little irregularity in both, in the 
positions of the ninth and tenth holes, count­
ing from the right, and again at the twenty- 
second, twenty-third, and twenty-fourth holes; 
also note the space between the second and 
third holes from the left.

Illustrations 15 and 16 show the 13JX14 
and 13J x 14 of Holland, the earliest date
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said to be 1872. But I have no material to 
prove anything about the 13i x 14 ; the 14 
x 13A, and the new discovery, İn Holland, 

of 14 x 13}, still await elucidation,
I shall not trouble you about the “ 13! x 

13i to 13A.” large holes. The horizontal 
line is longer, and the spacing wider than in 
the 13i of 1869. One is only inclined to 
wonder how it is that so many of the vertical 
lines gauge “ 13,}."

Illustrations 17 and 18 show the “ perf. 
12i all round Comb,” first with small holes, 
in 1885, and then large holes, in 1886-7,

The last illustrations, 19 and 20, show the 
“ Tuberculosis" stamps of 1906, perf. 12Í, 
apparently done by temporarily removing 
every alternate vertical line of the existing 
machine, and the “ de Ruyters ” of 1907, 
perf. “ 12i x 12," exceptional size.
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