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No. XXXI.

An. Act to amend tlic law relating to the Post Office ;
to provide for the issue of Postal Notes, and for the
exemption of the same from Stamp Duty ; and for other
purposes in connection therewith. [Assented to, 13th
June, 1803.]

E it enacted hv the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with
3)~J the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legis-
lative Assembly of New Sontii JNMales in Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows :—
1. This Act may be cited as the “ Postage Acts Amendment Gomeonetaid
Act, 1803,” and shall come into force on the iirst day of July, one *bnlul”
thousand eight hundred and ninety-three, which day is in this Act
referred to as the commencement of this Act.
2. 11l this Act--- Interpretation of
“ Govcmor-in-CounciT” means the Governor with the advice o fuus
the Executive Council.
“ Prescribed” means prescribed by this Act or the regulations
made thereunder.
“ Principal Act” means the “ Postage Act, 1867.”
3. Aliy publication Coming Within the following description Definition ol news-
shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deemed a newspaper, that is to mle' ,pic
sny,
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say, any publication which consists wholly oi* principally of political
or other nows, or of articles relating liiereto, or to other current topics
with or without advertisements, provided—

(7t) That it he published in the Colony in numbers at intervals
not exceeding one month.

(A) That the full title and date of publication be printed at the
top of the first page, and the whole or part of the title and
the date at the top of every subsequent page.

And the following shall for the purposes of this Act be deemed
a supplement to a newspaper, that is to say, a publication consisting
wholly or in great part of matter like that of a newspaper, or of
advertisements, printed on paper stitched or unstitched; or wholly or
in part of engravings, prints, or lithographs illustrative of articles in
the newspaper : Provided that such publication as aforesaid he in
every ease published with the newspaper, and have the title and date
of publication printed at the top of every page; or, if it consists of
engravings, prints, or lithographs, at the top of every sheet or side.
Rogietrmtiooor nens- 1 The proprietor or printer of any newspaper may at such
papere. time, and in such form, and with such particulars as may he pre-
scribed upon payment of a fee of five shillings, register it at the
General Post Office, and the Postmaster-General may from time to
time revise the register and remove therefrom any publication which
by reason of tiu» proportion of advertisements to other matter therein
or for any other reason is not within 1he description aforesaid, and any
publication lbr the time being on the register shall for the purposes of
this Act be deemed a registered newspaper.

Free transmission d- No newspaper shall lie entitled to free transmission under

ﬁg?vs%‘ggggr of section two of llie Act thirty-seventh \ictoria number one, unless such
newspaper and every supplement thereto have heen printed in New
South Wales from type set up in New South Wales, or from stereotyped
plates made therefrom, and such newspaper has been registered in
accordance with the preceding section, and the Postmaster-General is
hereby empowered to require from the sender of any newspaper
claiming exemption from postage satisfactory proof that the newspaper
and supplement have been printed as herein provided.

Newspapers returned 0. The exemption from postage conferred by section two of the

E‘r’ogf;’g’fofgfe”ts Act thirty-seventh Victoria number one shall not extend to newspapers

which are being returned by any news agent or vendor of newspapers
to the proprietor or editor, or any person connected with the manage-
ment thereof ; hut such newspaper shall be carried and delivered
subject to such terms and conditions and such rates of postage as may
be prescribed.

I'ojt cards, 7. The Governov-in-Couneil. may cause post cards and stamped
envelopes to be prepared and issued, and may, by notice in the Gazette,
make such regulations as he mny think lit to make for the transmission
of the same by post, for the delivery thereof, for the return thereof in
certain cases totin* sender, and for other matters in connection therewith.

Undlained letter*, 8. (i) Every letter, packet, and newspaper which remains

&e. olekgptartamundelivered at the General Post Oilien or at any post office to which

sunt to oberai Postthe so1110 has Ixm'm trasrmttccl for delivery sitali, save as m this or

Ollke. the Principal Act otherwise provided, be kept thereat for delivery for
such itme as may be prescribed. And as soon as possible after the
expiration of such time the postmaster at every sitcli post office as
aforesaid shall transmit to the General Post Office every letter, packet,
and newspaper that has been kept for the prescribed time, and there-
upon every such letter, packet, and newspaper so transmitted as
aforesaid, and am letter, packet, ornewspaper which remains undelivered
at the General Post Office beyond the prescribed time shall be dealt
with a« in iho Principal Act provided with regard to letters, packets,
and newspapers required h\ the said Act to he transmitted to the
General Post Office. (u)
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(n) WIinn on any <4ter or packet there is an indorsement bT*™, JE, nay ko
bv the sender to the effect that if such letter or packet remains returnedto sender if
undelivered lor a certain specified urne, not less than ten days, it may tbhvou
be returned to him, the postmaster at the post office toninoli the
same lias been transmitted for deliven shall, if it remains undelivered
for the time so specified forthwith transmit the same to the General
Post Office. Thereupon any such letter or packet so transmitted as
aforesaid, and any such letter or packet which remains undelivered at
the General Post Office for the time so specified shall, unless the same
be reasonably suspected to have hoen posted, or to contain any
enclosure, in fraud or violation of this or the Principal Act or any
regulation thereunder, or of any Act relating to tlie Customs, shall he
returned to the sender thereof; hut, if lie refuse to receive the same,
it may he opened, and it and its contents may be dealt with and
disposed of in the prescribed manner, and the sender shall be liable
to pay any postage and fees due thereon, and such postage and fees
may be recovered summarily before a stipendiary or police magistrate
or any two justices of the peace.

9. Every postmaster may refuse to receive, or to transmit by Heaw letters,
post, any letter, packet, or newspaper exceeding the weight prescribed,
or of inconvenient form or dimensions, or containing or reasonably refused
suspected to contain any article likely to injure any person or the
contents of the mail bags.

10. Except as expressly provided by this orthe Principal Act, or by Postage to ke pre-
arrangement made with the Postmaster-General in the United Kingdom , 1111 by eaB
or with Tiie proper authorities of any British possession or foreign
country, the postage upon every letter, packet, and newspaper, and all
fees (if any) upon every letter, packet, and newspaper shall lie prepaid
by affixing thereon postage stamps not obliterated or defaced.

11. If any letter or packet posted for delivery in New South "Wales Toan ad country
bears ‘insufficient or no postage stamps, or is not prepaid bv money, it pa*brr
shall nevertheless be regularly transmitted and delivered, but before
such delivery there shall be paid double the amount of postage
which sliall have been omitted to he prepaid, and the sum to he
so paid shall he written on such letter or packet by the postmaster
who transmits the same : Provided that postage on loose letters
received from masters of vessels from places beyond the Colony .may
bo collected on delivery, at the rate chargeable fo the place whence
such letters are received.

12. Notwithstanding anything in this or the Principal Act, it Prepayment of
shall be lawful for the Postmaster-General, to authorise'any postmaster s>
or other officer of the post office to accept money in payment in eases
where a large quantity of letters, packets, or newspapers are brought to
the post by or on behalf of one person or firm, but the postmaster
or other officer sliall he required to demand and receive in money in
respect of each letter, packet, oV newspaper the full amount of postage
to which it shall be liable, and to mark the same as prepaid.

13. Every master or person in charge of any vessel about to Payment toreuter
depart from any port in New South Wales to any other port or place,u'48d
uho shall receive on hoard thereof any mail-bag, mail-box, or mail-
parcel, for the purpose of conveying the same according to the direction
thereof, shall be entitled immediately to demand and receive from the
person tendering or delivering the same for the carriage thereof pay-
ment at such rates as may from time to time he prescribed. But
nothing herein contained shall entitle the master or person in charge
of any vessel under contract for the carriage of mails to receive any
payment as aforesaid.

14. Notwithstanding anything in sections forty-six and fifty Amival ad
of the Principal Act, it shall he lawful for the Postmastei’-Generat, ° ~
in eases of vessels winch are known or reasonably believed to have no
mails on hoard, to authorise the proper officer ¢ the Customs to
permit any such vessels arriving at any port in New South Wales

to
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to report without requiring the declaration to he signed, and the
certificate to he delivered, as provided by section forty-six of the said
Act ; and it shall be in the discretion of the Postmaster-General to
require less than twenty-four hours notice of the intended departures
of vessels if he shall he of opinion that the full period of twenty-four
hours, as provided in section fifty of the Principal Act, is not necessary
in the public interest.

i'tircel post. 15. The Govcrnor-in-Counoil may establish a parcel post for the
transmission and delivery of parcels not exceeding fifty pounds in weight,
and may, for that purpose, by noiice in the Gazette, make, rescind,
and alter regulations prescribing the conditions under which such
parcels may be received, transmitted, delivered, returned to the senders,
or otherwise disposed of, and fixing the rates or fees to he charged for
the transmission, delivery, return, insurance, or registration of such
parcels, and prescribing the mannerin which such rates or fees are to
be paid, and the arrangements as to the collection of any customs
duties, or any other duties or fees which may lawfully be payable in
respect of any such parcel.

Regulations for issua 10. The Governor-in-Council mav, for the transmission of small

of postal notes. sums through the post office, by notice in the G(izette, make regulations
for the issue, payment, and cancellation of transferable orders for the
payment of certain fixed amounts not exceeding twenty shillings.

Arrangements for ~ Such orders shall not he subject to stamp duty and shall be called postal

payment of postal - notes. The Governor-iu-Council mav make arrangements with the
Postmaster-General in Ihc United Kingdom, or with the proper
authorities of any British possession or foreign country, for the reciprocal
payment of postal notes by means of the post office, and for the
accounting for and transmission of monevs connected therewith. And
in respect of all such postal notes, the Postmaster-General shall charge
and levy a commission at such rate as may be prescribed, and all
moneys received on account of such commission shall he paid into the
Treasury and form part of the Consolidated Kevernie Fund. Everv
such postal note shall ho deemed a valuable security within the
meaning of any Act now or hereafter in force relative to larcenv, and
the prosecution for and punishment of that olienee.

Amount aeoa Of 17. No monev order shall be granted for a larger sum than

Morey onere. twenty pounds, and, after the commencement of this Act, the Post-
master-General or other officer in charge of the Money Order Office
may levy and receive in respect of all money orders issued a com-
mission at such rate ns may be prescribed, and such commission shall be
paid into the Treasury and form part of the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Prohibition from 18. Letters, packets, or newspapers containing indecent or

A Vv A W obscene publications, writings, prints, paintings, photographs, litho-
graphs, engravings, books, cards, or other articles or matter of an
indecent or obscene character, and the contents of such letters, packets,
or newspapers, whether the same be posted in the Colony or elsewhere,
shall for the purposes and within the meaning of this and the
Principal Act be deemed to have been posted, and t be in fraud
and violation of the said Acts. Post-cards and parcels shall for
the purpose of this section be deemed packets.

Prohibition from ID. If the Postmaster-General has at any time reasonable

aamjirng an lotbney nTOimM(j to suppose imv person to be engaged in receiving anv money
or valuable thing as or lor tini consideration lor any assurance, under-
taking, promise, or agreement expressed or implied to pay or give,
or to procure or induce any other person to pay or give, any money or
valuable tiling on any event or contingency of or relating to any
horse-race, or other race, or any light, game, sport, or exercise, or to
he engaged in promoting or carrying out any scheme connected with
any such assurance, undertaking, promise, or agreement as aforesaid,
or any lottery, game of chance, or unlawful game, or ju receiving
money under pretence of foretelling future events, or to be engaged
in any illegal or fraudulent business or undertaking, then the said

Postmaster-Gencrai
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Postmaster-General may, if he think fit, by notification in the Gazette,
order that no letter, packet, newspaper, or parcel, addressed to any
such person, either by his own or any fictitious or assumed name, or
to anv address without a name shall be registered or delivered to any
such person. Tlic notification shall specify every name, whether real,
fictitious, or assumed, and every address in respect of which the order
is made ; and the order shall upon notification thereof continue in force
until the Postmaster-General shall cancel it, which he is hereby
empowered to do by notice in the Gazette; and if while such order
is in force any letter addressed to any such person by any name,
or to any address, so specified as aforesaid, be received at any post
office, it shall not he delivered to the person to whom or at the address
to which it is addressed, hut shall at once he sent to the dead letter
office in Sydney, and shall, if it were originally posted in New South
Wales, be opened, and immediately returned to the sender, or if not
originally posted in New South Wales be returned unopened to the
eolouy or country whence it originally came. While such order is
in force no money order shall he issued in favour of any person
with respect to whom the order has been made, and no money order
shall he paid to any such person. But nothing in this section shall
have any application to any association legalised by the Act fourteenth
Victoria, number thirteen.

20. From the commencement of this Act, the following sections Repeal of
of the Principal Act shall he and the same are hereby repealed, that iseetlal-
to say sections eight, nine, twelve, fifteen, eighteen, twenty, so much
of section twenty-seven as is contrary to the provisions of tins Act,
sections twenty-eight, twenty-nine, forty, and forty-eight, and also so
much of section two of the Act thirty-seventh of Victoria number one,
as is inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.

21. No charge sitali be made on letters and packets readdressed No acdtiod

.. it . * i 4 stage required on
betdre delivery and again forwarded by post. _ View ed letters.

22. The Governor-in-Council may from time to time, by notice in Regulatior,
the Gazette, make regulations for the registration of newspapers under
this Act, for fixing the terms and conditions of the conveyance and
delivery of newspapers, and the rates of postage payable in respect of
newspapers printed abroad and posted in the Colony or printed and
registered in the Colony and posted after the expiration of seven days
from the date thereof, or in respect of newspapers falling within the
provisions of section six, provided that in flic case of such last-
mentioned newspapers the rate of postage shall not exceed one hall-
penny for each newspaper; for fixing the time for which unclaimed
letters, packets, and newspapers shall be kept for delivery at the
General or any post office; for fixing the maximum weight of letters,
newspapers, and packets; for the disposal of the contents of letters
which have been returned to the sender, and which the sender
refuses to receive ; for fixing the rates payable to the masters of
vessels for the carriage of mails, and the rate of commission payable
on the issue of money orders; and generally for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this Act ; and may impose a penalty RrHt/,
not exceeding fifty pounds for the breach of any regulation under this
Act, which penalty may be recovered by summary procedure before
any Stipendiary or Police Magistrate.

SYDNEY :
Printed ami Published by Chaki.es Pottku, Government Printer.— 1809.

[Price>G</]



