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F I R S T  P O S T A L  C A R D  I S S U E D ,

IE ORIGIN AND INTRODUCTION OF THE 

POSTAL CARD,

While ad h es iv e  p o sta g e  s ta m p s  hav e  been in use s in c e
0 it w as ab o u t ttO y e a rs  la te r ,  o n  O ctober 1, Ш>9, w hen  lh e  
it Postal C ard  w as  issued by th e  A u s tr ia n  E m p ire , w h ere  
til th is  d ay  it  is  ca lled  44 K o r re s p o n d e n z -K a r te ”  (c o n e s-  
n clei i ce card ) a s  sh o w n  by th e  il lu s tr a t io n  above.

The c re d it for h a v in g  su c cessfu lly  a g ita te d  its  in tro d u c -  
n belongs to  P ro fesso r E m a n u e l H e r rm a n n , o f  V ienna, 
d A ustria c la im s  fo r h im  th e  h o n o r  o f  h a v in g  in v e n te d  
; Postal C ard.

However, th e  su b je c t o f  in tro d u c in g  in th e  G erm an  m a ils  
í use o f  an  open C o rresp o n d en ce  C ard  w a s  d iscussed  by 
.S tephan , w ho  rep re sen ted  th e  P ru ss ia n  P o s t Office D e­
rmici it a t  th e  G errnau  P osta l C ongress a t  K a r ls ru h e  ( i a d -
1 in iStfcj, fo u r y ea rs  p r io r  to  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  th e  P osta l 
rd in A u s tr ia , w hich  la t te r  c o u n try , u n ti l  1866 a m e m b e r 
the G erm an  C o n fed e ra tio n , w as lik e w ise  rep re sen ted  a t 
it Congress,

While th e  p ro p o s itio n  o f  D r, S tep h an  w as  lis ten ed  to 
th mu i ich in te re s t, th e  idea  o f  se n d in g  open  co rre sp o n d en ce  
ough th e  m a ils  w as such  a  novel o n e  in th o se  d ay s  th a t  it 
s not nćteđ  upon  by th a t  C ongress.



It w as no t u n til  187U Ih a t P o sta l C a rd s w ere introduced 
in  G erm an y , L u x e m b u rg  a n d  S w itze rlan d . D u rin g  the пей 
y e a r  ( 1871) B e lg ium , C an ad a  a n d  D e n m a rk  fell in to  lin» 
w h ile  tlie U n ited  S ta te s  ad o p ted  th e ir  use in 1874 au«i other' 
co u n tr ie s  fo llow ed u n ti l  a t  p re se n t these co n v en ien t cari 
b o a rd s  a re  used  in  every  c iv ilized  co u n try .

I t  w as a g a in  Dr. H ein rich  von S te p h a n , ( la te r  Posting* I 
te r  G en era l o f  th e  G erm an  E m p ire  u n til h is  »death in 
th e  in v e n to r  o f  th e  P o sta l C a rd , w ho  d evo ted  h is energy t 
th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  u n ifo rm  in te rn a tio n a l  p ostage  rates 
h is  u n tir in g  e ffo rts in Jth is d ire c tio n  le a d in g  to  th e  forma­
tio n  of th e  U niversal P o sta l U nion  in  1875.

T h is  a g a in  led to  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  In te rn a tio n a l Postaj 
C a rd s th e  u n ifo rm  ra te  h a v in g  been fixed a t 10 centime 
(F ren ch ) — 2 cen ts , G erm an y  ta k in g  th e  lead  in  th e ir  intro- I  
duCtioii.

T he firs t U nited  S ta te s  U niversa l P o sta l C a rd  (2c blue, I  
w as issued  in  18719, an d  w h ile  C anada in tro d u c ed  a 2c care I 
“ To U nited  K in g d o m ” in  1877 th e  P o sta l U uion  Card was 
n o t issu ed  u n ti l  1879.

W hile  P o sta l C a rd s h av e  been  collected  ever since their
in tro d u c tio n , espec ia lly  in E u ro p e , th e  A m erican  collector 
w as r a th e r  stow  in ta k in g  th em  u p , a n d  it w as n o t until th* 
ea rly  e ig h tie s  th a t  th e y  w ere  co llec ted  to  an y  considerable 
e x te n t, s in c e  w hich  lim e  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  very  fine collec­
t io n s  have  l>eeu fo rm ed .

Som e co llec to rs  con fine  th em se lv e s exclusively  to unused 
c a rd s  on th e  g ro u n d  o f  th e ir  b eau ty  as su c h , w hile  aie«, 
k n o w n  to  th e  w rite r , co llec t th em  on ly  a f te r  they  have door­
po st a l d u ty .

T he g re a t  m a jo r ity , how ever, co llec t bo th  used and un­
used  a n d  th is  is, a c c o rd in g  to  th e  w r ite rs  ex peri emce, the 
m ode to  be reco m m en d ed  fo r th e  reason  th a t  completeness 
is  m o re  e a s ily  a tta in e d .

V arious sch em es fo r  th e  a r ra n g e m e n t o f  a P osta l Card 
co llec tion  h a v e  been re so r te d  to , s . ich as p a s tin g  th e  cards 
iu sc rap  books, w ith  p as te  o r  g u m m e d  h in g es , a  m ode whici 
h a s  lo n g  sin ce  been ab an d o n ed , o w in g  to  th e  in ju ry  donet« 
th e  c a rd s  by th e  p as te

My a d v ice  to  th e  b e g in n e r  is  to  k eep  th e  c a rd s  in large 
m a n ila  envelopes w h ich  can  be b o u g h t in  an y  stationery 
s to re , each  c o u n try  se p a ra te , u n t i l  th e  co llec tion  is fairly oo 
th e  w ay, a n d  th en  a r ra n g e  th em  in  а r e g u la r  Postal Caii 
A lb u m ,  as desig n ed , c o p y rig h te d , a n d  m a n u fa c tu re d  by the 
w rite r.

T hese  a lb u m s hav e  been  in  u se  since 189*2 a n d  have ghee 
u n iv e rsa l sa tis fa c tio n .

As every  co llec to r k n o w s , it  is  im po ssib le  to  build  up a 
com plete  co llec tio n  o f  p o stag e  s ta m p s  on acco u n t o f thegttat 
sc a rc ity  an d  th e  p re v a ilin g  h ig h  p rices o f  hund red s, evea 
th o u sa n d s , o f.s tam ps.

T h is  d o es  n o t ap p ly  to  p o sta l ca rd s , a m o u g  w hich there 
a re  b u t few  g re a t  r a r i t ie s .  B esides th e  h ig h e s t face value« 
a ca rd  is  4 c en ts , a d oub le  P o sta l U nion C ard , w hile  stamps 
ru n  up  a s  h ig h  as , a n d  in  so m e c o u n tr ie s  eveu h igher than 
$5.00. A g a in , th e  co llec to r  o f  P o sta l C a rd s is  n o t troubí« 
a n d  w o rried  w ith  th e  g re a te s t en em y  to  th e  collector, the 
co u n te rfe its .

Som e s ta m p  co llec to rs  w ho  h av e  never seen a foreign 
P osta l C ard  ju d g e  th e m  by th e  d es ig n  a n d  q u a lity  of the 
cheap  p ro d u c tio n s  o f  th e  U. S. p o s t office d e p a r tm e n t

T h is  is  a  g re a t m is ta k e  a s  w ill l>e seen from  th e  few illus­
tr a t io n s  o f  fo re ig n  c a rd s  on  th e  n e x t page.

I a lso  a n n e x  a  p ric e  l is t  o f  c a rd s  o f  th e  cheaper grad» 
su ch  a s  a b eg in n e r g e n e ra lly  ac q u ire s  fo r  a  foundation , aiw 
sh a ll be  p leased  to  receive  y o u r  o rd e rs  w hich  w ill have m» 
p ro m p t a t te n tio n .

T he p rices  g iven  a re  fo r cash . I do n o t accept U.$ 
ca rd s  in  ex ch au g e . A ny in fo rm a tio n  about. Postal Cardi 
w ill be ch ee rfu lly  g iv en  on rece ip t o f  req u est accom pani« 
by a  se lf  ad d ressed ’s ta m p e d  envelope.

H o p in g  to  h e a r  from  you  o f te n , I am

H O W  T O  C O L L E C T

A D V A N T A G E S .

Y ours tru lv ,
A d o l p h  L o h m e v f .r .



ILLUSTRATIONS of foreign  po sta l  
CARDS.

Greece, I9Ü0, carm ine on pearl.

Japan, 1898, mauve on cream.

Venezuela, 1899, carm ine aud black on w hite.



Tr* R I C E  LIST
First colum n for unused, second for used Cards, 

All on buff card board unless otherw ise noted.
Postage extra at th e  rate of Žc for 5 Cards, if 

used and unused m ixed , 1c for 5 Cards if unused. 
Please order by num bers and state “ from list

No. 12.” ------------
United States.

1 1873, lc  brown, large w m k ................  3C
2 “ 1c " sm all “   5c 2c
3 1875, lc  b lack ............................................ 8c ]c
4 1879, 2c b lue.............................................  4c sc
5 1881, lc  black. .............      3c 1c
fi 1885, lc  brown..........................................  2c 1c
7 1887, lc  b lack ........................................... 2c к
8 1891, lc  "   2c jc
9 “ l c  blue, w hite ..........................   2c 1c

10 1892, 1 -(-lc black, reply card.............  4c
11 1893, 2-1- 2c blue, w h ile , reply card., fic
12 1894, lc  black............................................ 2c к
13 1898, lc  '•   2c jc
14 “ 2c blue, crea m ......................   3c
15 “ 1c black, sm all s iz e ...................  2c
16 “ 1 +  le  black, reply card . .. . . . . . .  4c
17 1899, 2c black, no fram e .....    3c
18 1893, 2c green, le tter  sh e e t ...............  5c

Angra.
19 1892, 10 reis g r e e n ................................. 4c
20 1897, 10 " “   3c

Argentine.
21 1892, 2c green............................................  4c
22 189fi, 3c orange...... ............. .................... 4c
23 1899, 4c g r e e n ......................... . 5c

Austria.
24 1809, 2kr vellow and black
25 1871,2kr' “ “ ..
26 1876, t кг brown “ ..
27 1883, 2kr “ “ ..
28 1890, 2kr “ “ ..
29 1891, 2kr “ ” ..
80 1898, 2kr “ “ ..
31 1900, 5 heller green“ ..

Bavaria.
32 1873, 2kr green and black..
33 1876, 5pf “ “ ..
34 1878, 5pf lilac “ ..
35 1879,3pf green “ ..
36 1884, 3pf “ " ..
37 “ 5pf lilac " ..
38 1888, 3pf green “ ..
39 “ 5pf lilac " ..
40 1890, 3pf brown “ ..
41 “ 5pf dark green and b
42 “ lOpf carmine “
43 1900, 2pf gray........................
44 “ 5pf green,..................
45 “ lOpf carm ine..............

Belgium.
46 1873, 5c lilac..........................
47 1877, 5c “ .........................
48 1879. 5c green...................... .
49 1884, 5c “ ........................
50 1887, 5c “ .......................
51 “ 10c carm ine.................
52 1893, 5c green.......................

.................. 3c

.................. 3c

з с
H ack........ 4c

........ 6c
.................. 2c
..................  3c
...... . 5c

3c
2c

a

hi



Bolivia.
Í .53 ]888. íe brown, green ................. .......... 3c
,u IS94, le bistre, pale g re e n . .................  2c
55 " -c b lu e ............................................  4c

Bosnia.
56 1879, 2n brown. .................. ..................

1900, r»li green .........................................  3C
Brazil.

jg 1848, 20 reis brown, w h ite ................. 4c
İ9 18S9, 40 “ blue .................................   õc
il) 1890, 40 “ orange & blue, white.. 5c 
ÌI 1895, 40 “ green  & blue, orange. 4c

British Guiana.
Ì2 1893, 1c gray..............................................  2c
В “ 2c carm ine....... ........................... .. 4C

British Honduras.
4 1898, Ic green .............................. ............  2c

Bulgaria.
0 1879, 10c carm ine and bla
6 1835, öst g reen .....................
7 1893 , 5st “ ......................
8 1896, öst “ and b lue...
9 “ öst “ and r o s e ...

Canada.
1)1871, 1c blue, M, and O...
1 1876, lc “ M ontreal....
i 1882, lc  ultram arine..........
5 1887, lc  “ ............
11892, 1c b lue............ ............ .
i 1895, I c gray.........................
11897, lc  black, J u b ilee ......
i 1898, lc  green and black..
Ì “ Ic carm ine.................
I " 2c orange red ...........
I “ 2c dark b lue............ .

i c k ..................
..................... 4c
..................... 3c
. .................... 4c
............. . 4c

.......... ... 3c
.................  3c
..................... 3c
..................... 2c
....................  2c
..................... 5c
.............. . 4c

5c
5c

3c

4c
2c

3c
2c
Ic
lc
I c
I c
lc
lc
lc

L E T T E R  CARDS.

1893, 3c carm ine, blue...............
1895, Ic black 11 ......... ...

“ 2c green “ .............
1898, lc  black “ .............

“ 2c green  “ ......... .
“ 3c carm ine “ ............

1899, 2c on No. 81...............
“ 2c “ 86....................

Ceylon.
1893, 2c blue, w h ite ................... .
1894 . 5c blue “ ............
1896, 2c yellow  brown, white ..

Chile.
1882, Ic green , g r a y  green .......
" 2c r- se. pate g r e e n ..........

1889. 2c ultram arine, yellow ....
" 3c brown red , g r a y ..........

b-M. 2c ultramarine, pate blue. 
59o, Ic green , pale green .........

China.
1898, lc  carm ine................ ..........

C H E E FO O .
İC  green, w hite ....................

“ ic  verm ilion ,bine, L. C

6c
3 c
4c
2c
4c
6 c
8 c
ÒC

3c
5 c 
2c

3c
5c
4c
6c
4c
3c

2c

2c
3c

5c

5c



C H IN K I ANG.
101 1894, lc  brown, w hile.......................... . з с
102 1898, l e  blue “ ............................ Зс

S H A N G H A I .
102 1893, lc  brown, w hile .......................... з с
104 “ 2c lilac “ ............................  õc
105 “ l c  brown, blue, L. C ................. 3c

' Cuba.
100 1898, õm claret..........................................  2c
107 “ lc  b lue green ..............................  3c
108 “ 2c vio let ......................................... 5c
109 “ 3c brown..........................................  (;c
110 1899, lc  black, on U. S. No. 13........  3c.
H I “ 2c “ “ “ 17.......... 5c

Denmark.
112 1879, 4 ore blue, white ..........................
113 “ 8 “ red “ ......................
114 1887,10 “ “ ....................................
113 1888,3 “ gray, w h ite .......................
116 “ 5 “ green “ .......................

Dutch Indies.
117 1887, 5c green, w h ile ..........................
118 1889, 5c blue, blue............... ...................

Ecuador.
119 1892, 2c brown, blue..............................  3c
120 “ 3c blue, w hite ..............................  5c

Finland.
121 1885, Юр rose................................ .......
122 1888, Юр “ w hite .............................. .

France.
123 1883, 10c black, lavender ..................
124 1890, 10c “ .....................................
125 1892, 10c “ green ish ......................

Funchal.
120 1892, 10 reis green ...................................  4c
127 1897, 10 “ “ .................................. 3c

Germany.
128 1873, ^ g r o  brow n...................................
129 “ 2kr “ .................................... 4c
130 1875, 5pf l i la c ...........................
131 1878, lOpf rose ...................
132 1880, 5pf lilac ............................
133 1886, lOpf rose............................
134 1889, 5pf green .........................
135 “ lO p frose...................... .

Greit Britain.
136 1878, id  brown............................
137 1883, Jd “ ............................
138 1888, id  “ ...............................V.1........ 3c
139 “ id  *• w h ite ...........................  3c
140 1892, Id verm illion .................
141 1895, id  brown, w hite ...........................  3c

Greece.
142 1891, 5 lep ta , black ...............................  3c
143 “ lu  “  bine, yellow ........... .
144 “ 10 “  carm ine, g r a y  bine ....

Guatemala.
145 1875, J real, b lack ...................................  4c
146 1895, 1c brown, w h ite .......................... • c
147 1897, 1c black and lilac, w hile ..........  2c
148 “  3c “ orange, w hite.,... 4c
149 “ 3c “ red, “ ..... 4c



18! 4,

Hawaii.
le verm illion .................................  Зс
2c green,

ıssa.

14,

w hite ............................. õc
Hayti.

Jc blue, w hite ................................  2c
:1c orange, rose .............................  8c
8c g r e e n ,ye llow .......................... 5c

Hungary.
2kr orange and black.................

, 2kr o ra n g e .......................................
188i’ 2kr brown...............................    3c

Italy.
1874, Юс brown............1.........................
1878, Wc “ w hite ....................... . ..
188:1, 10c “ green ...........................
1880, 10c carmine, green ......................

■* 10c “  cream .....................
180) 10c 11 '* .................... 5c

Japan.
1875 'sen orange.....................................  3c

“ lsen b lu e..........  ............................  4c
1876 örin orange, white ........................  3c

'• lsen blue “     3c
1808 lsen brown “     2c
1899 lisen  ultramarine, w hite ...........  3c

Luxemburg.
1880 5c lilac..............................................

“ 10c yellow  b ro w n ...........................
1888 5c green ...........................................
1895 5c “ ............................................. 3c

74
Mauritius.

1879, 2c brown....... ................................  3c
1895, 2c green and b la c k .... .. .. . .........  2c
1897, 2c brown................................ .........  2c

Mexico.
1896,
1898,
1899,

Щь-\

3c brown and red ........................
2c rose and black, w h ite ....... 4c
lc green and blue, “ ............ 2c

2c rose aud red, “ .............  4c
lc green ............................    2c
2c red......................     4c
3c brown ........       5c

Netherlands.
1872,
1878,
1877,

1881,
1887,
1891,

2ic  lila c ... ., ......
5c b lue..............
2Jc lila c .............
■5c blue.......
2£c lilac, pink. 
5c blue, blue... 
5c “ “ ....

1890,

1897,

Newfoundland.
lc  green, w h ite ............................. 3c
2c red, "      4c
Ic g reen ................ ..............   3c

18 0,
1891,
181.2,
1895,
1895,
180..,

Nicaragua.
2c brown...............      3c
2c green and v io let, p in k .........  3c
2c b lue.....................................   3c
2c blue and rose...........................  3c
2c red ..................    3c
2c blue, r o se .................    3c

■

8c
2c
lc

4c
8c
2c
2c
2c

lc

lc

8c
5c
lc

4c

8c
4c
2c
3c
lc
2c
2c

3c

2c



Peru.
200 1897, lc  green and black, w h ite .......  3c
201 “  2c orange “ “   4c
202 1898, lc  red ■« “   3c
203 “ 2c blue " “    4c

Philippines.
1900, lc  black (U. S. N o. 13)..............  3c

“ 2c " X " 17)   5c
“  2 - 2c blue {U. S. No. 11)........  8c

Porto-Rico.
1894, 2c dark b lu e.................................... 3c

“ 3c ca rm in e ....................................  4c
1895, 2c b lue green ..........................   3c

“ 3c red brown.................................  4c
18 '98,, 8 varieties co m p lete .............. 30c
1899, lc  black (U. S. N o. 18) 1............  3c

“ lc “ “ I I .......... 3c
1900, Ic “ (Puerto R ico ).......... 3c

Portugal.
1890, 10 reis brow n................. ...............
1892, 10 “ l i l a c ....................................
1895, 10 “ b lack, green  ........  5c
1896, 10 “ green .......... 3c

Roumania.
1879, 5 bani nlack, rose........... ..........

204
205
206

207
208 
239 
210 
211­

219 
220 
221

222
223
224
225

226 
227 
218 
: 2 )
230 
2  1
231 
233

214
235

236
237
238

239
210
241
242

243
244
245
246

247
248
249
250

1883, 10 “ red, oran ge....................
“ 5 “ b lack , ro se ....,................ 4c

1890. 5 ■' “ ••   4c
1893, 5 “ “ “   3c

“ 10 “ r e d ......................................  5c
1895 5 “ blue, w hite.......................  3c
1899, 5 “ green , “ ........................  3c

Russia.
1879, 3k op black ...................................
1884, 3kop carm ine.................................

S w e d e n .
1881, 6 ore lilac, w hite ...... ...................
1885,5  ore green , “ ...........................
1897, 5 ore “ “ ............................ 3c

S w itz e r la n d .
1374, 5c brown, w h ite ........... ............. .
1875,5c “ " ............................
1379, 5<- b lack ...........................................

“ 10c carm ine....................................
W ü rtte m b er g .

1875, 5pf v io let and black, gray...... .
1876. 5pf “ “ “ ..................
1882, 5pf v io le t.........................................
1890, 5pf green .........................................

SERVICE.
1883, 5pf v io le t .... .. .. .. ............. .............
1890, 5pf “ cream .................... ........
1893, 5pf g r e e n ... ....................................
1897, 5pf “ .................................... .

The above Jepre-ents but a small portion ott 
im m ense M ock of Postal Cards and Letter Car 
w hich coutains over 3000 varieties.

I also carry in Stock S cott’s latest Cataloguei 
Postal Cards, price 25 cents, and the 1899 supp 
m ent thereto, price 10 cents. These should bej 
the hands of every collector.


