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Own CATALOG
of the adhesive POSTAGE STAMPS

of ALL NATIONS of the WORLD
Togciher, Post Free,
BOth Bo Oks { not sold separately ) I2C
Itis the latest edition, Tully illustrnled. de.
scribing and pricing the stamps ns they shoutd be,
inboth used anil unused conilition, complete fram
At Z Leading catslogs of the world have been
consulted and thousands of stamps examined, in
order that the prices given shall be consistent and
reflect the actual state of the market, Fictitious
values placed on stamps of minor varicty have been
overlooked and an aticmpt made o give the best
sverage price far the uverape specimen of cach dis.
tinctiscue. The illustraticnsare profuse and the
system of classification unique. This catalog is a
necessity tn every collector and the prace 1s within
the reachofall. “Refore weinnavated this reduced
Fncr edition, no complete cotulng cruli he heught
or legs than about 50 cents. Invest 12 cents in this
Ereat cataleg and you will gave, in huving or trad.
Ing siamps, manv times the value of these books,
in a few duys, by keeping posted on prices.
Fill outthe conpon betow. Do itto.ainy!

Lunticinen @ Enclosed 15 12¢ [coin or stamps |
for the two books pricing the stamps of ull
mnitions,
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If you haven’t cur
price list of Stamps
and Stamp Publica-
tions, send for it at

once.




How To SCIENTIFICALLY

RE PR &L R
DAMAGED STAMPS

ALSO NOTES ON
WATERMARK
REVEALER

And Other Philatelic Matters

Price, 8 Cents







How To SCIENTIFICALLY RREPAIR
Dayagep Stamrs

HERE is a marked dif-
ference betweenadam-
aged stamp scientifi-
cally mended and one
which has been repaired
by some novice in a
careless manner. The
former may be worth
nearly its catalogue val-
ue. The latter,origin-
ally in the same mutilated condi-
tion, may still be worthless.
There are several expert repair-
ers in this country who can take
a stamp in very bad condition and
so skilfully repair it that it will
pass for a perfect specimen. In
Europe the art has even surpassed
that of this country. A rare Haw-
aiian 13c stamp carefully pieced
together by a  European stamp
doctor sold shortly for $1000. Col-
lectors can add to the attractive-
ness of their collections hy fol.
lowing the directions given below,

Jut-round envelopes can be
mounted on square pieces of pa-
per of the same calor hy cutting n
hole in the paper o nearlv the




size of the stamp to be mounrtea,
then scraping the edges on the
back of the stainp to the thinness
of tissue paper, and gluing the
stamp over the hole cut in the
square piece of paper. Whendry,
the stamp should be placed face-
up on a stone, or other hard sur-
face, and with the handle of a
knife or of a pair of shears the
edges of the stamp pressed firmly
into the paper on which the stamp
is mounted. This pressing should
be done after the mending of ev-
ery stamp, whether envelope or
adhesive,

Pieces of perforation taken
from sheets of unused stamps
or from torn Continentals should
be kept to mend stamps with
which have lost a partof their
perforation. Liquid glue is better
than mucilage and a waterproof
cement can be bought which will
enable the mended stamp to be
sonked without coming apart.

Almost every common stamp
which is imperfect should be kept
to furnish “patches” for valualle
stamps  with pieces missing,
These patches must be of the
same shade and color of the stamp



to be repaired, so you cannot save
too many.

Then a bit of cancellation

over a mended stamp which shows
where it has been repaired, often
covers up the conspicuoussspot.
A drop of writing ink put on and
then hlotted off will sometimes
sullice Fivecent’s worth of print-
er’s ink will cancel a thousand
stamps, but it must be used spar-
ingly. When mixed with glycerine
it makes an ideal cancelling ink,
such us used in the post office.

But when the damage is
only atear,and none of the stamp
is missing, a little cement on a
piece of paper glued to the back
of the stamp will repair it. Then
the stamp should be ironed as ex-
plained above. For a hasty repair,
a piece of hinge or gum paper is
maoistened and stuck on the back.
Most stamps are damaged while
being removed from the envelope
and tlie dumage is usually a tear;
Tt no matter how long it may be
the stamp can, in most cases, be
repaired so that its condition will
not he detected.



To REVEAT WATERMARKS

If you are interested in water-
marks you will be unable to de-
tect all of them without some
artificial means. The best “re-
vealer’” is undoubtedly benzine
(or naphtha), apintof which can
he bought for 5¢ at the paint shop
or erocer’s. PPour about half a tea-
spoonful on the stamp and place
the stamp face down on asmooth
black surface, which hold in vari-
ous positionsuntil the light strikes
it just right and the watermark
becomes visible.

Most philatelists unse a hbenzine
eup, in place of a flat surface, in
which to place the stamp to be
examined. A good benzine cup
usually costs from twenty five
gents to half @ dellar, but the fol-
lowing cup will cost you only
vour time. Take a thin glass tum-
bler (an old one will do which is
nicked or eracked at the top, pro-
vided the bottom and the sides
within an inch of the bottem are
whole) and cut the glass off about
an inch from the bottom. This is
done by heating the glass careful-
Iy and runninga wet string around
the tumbler where it is to be cut.
The moistened string instantly
separates the glass. The tumbler



can first he heated in an oven,
but eare must be taken not to get
the glass too hot or else it will
crack,

Cut out a round piece of paper
a little larger than the bottom of
the tumbler and ink it 8o that it
will be entirely black, and also
blacken the bottom of the cup by
smoking it. On the black side of
the paper spread some mucilage
and stick it to the bottom of the
cup on the underneath side.
When dry, trim off the edges of
the paper that protrude and your
cup is complete,

The stamp to be examined is
placed face downward in the cup
and just covered with benzine,
The liquid makes the paper semi-
transparent and this paper,
being thinnest where the water-
mark occurs, causes the black
background of the cup to show
through in this particular spot in
the stamp.

The watermark is made in the
paper before the stamp is printed
thereon and while it does not con-
cern the beginner, it is often
sought after by the advanced col-
lector, or specialist, with a good
deal of interest. On British Col-
onial stamps we find the greatest



number of watermarks, the most
common ones being a crown and
C. C. underneath, or a erown and
C. A, The first, which was used
down to about 1882, stands for
Crown Colony and this was after-
wards changed to the latter,
meaning Crown Agents for the
Colonies. These agents supply the
stamps to the various Knglish
colonies.

It sometimes happens that the
watermark determines the value
of the stamp, as usually those
stamps containing the earliest
watermark are more valuable than

the lattter issues. For instance,
the 1p stamp of the first issue of
Lagos, watermarked with a crown
and C. C. is considered twice as
valuable as the same stamp issued
in 1882 with the crownand C. A.
watermark. However, the differ-
ent values placed on stamps of
different watermarks are largely
fictitions and do not interest the
majority of collectors. Every col-
lector, however, should under-
stand what is meant by the term
“watermark,” abbreviated “wm.,”
and also be able to detect them,
should oceasion require.



SUCCESSFUL STAMP AGENTS.

There is no article which sells so
readily among boys as the postage
stamp, no article on which a larger
prolit can be realized, and none which
can be handled wilh greater ease. An
agent can always carry his stock with
him, yet is never bothered with its
weight or bulk, An approval sheet,
wlen folded up, fits nicely in a coat
pocket and that is a good place for it
whén no customers aro ill‘t‘llll’lll,

Put the pocket is no place for the
shect when a prospeetive buyer is
about. The agent who is looking for
business must, like the merchant who
displays his wares in the store win-
dow, have his goods always in sight
An agent, to make a sunecess of the
husiness, must be eternally on the
alert for a trade and never let a good
opportunity for sale or exchange pass
without making the most of it.

The most successful agents are not
content to sell merely to a few of
their most intimate friend collectors,
hut are constantlv on the lookout for
new customers. One customer usual-
lv knows of another, and is willing to
mention his name, and so on. By
means of this information a large list
of buyers is gradually secured and a
good business established. The wid-
er the agent's acqnaintances extend,
the more business will be the resull.

A stamp agent, like any suceessful
person in business. must push his
business alonz. No business will push
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itself—the pushing is done solely by
the man back of it,

The successful stamp agent, further-
more, is the person who knows some-
thing about the goods he is selling.
A buteher who dian't know the differ-
ence between a rump and sirloin cut
of beef wouldn't stand a very good
show in the meat business. A stamp
agent who knows nothing abouc
stamps himself ecannot impart much
information to others who are exam-
ining his wares. Such an arent often
feels doubtful about the very stamps
he has for sale, is suspicious of the
dealer who has supplied his stock,
and is envious of his neighuor who
may be acting as agent for some oth-
er house. One of his customers, who
perhaps knows no more about stamps
than he, but who pretends to know a
great deal, tells him this specimen is
priced too high; another, that this is
a mere continental; a third, that such
and such an unused stamp is a coun-
terfeit. And in a very short time the
poor agent is so much confused by
this unreliahle information that he
does not know what he is doing.

The cost and time reauired to be-
come posted on matters philatelic is
not great, and the time is pleasantlv
spent. A priced catalogue and a small
handbook defininz and explaining the
ardinary terms used by collectors will
supply the necessary information.
The illustrations in the catalogue
snon enahle a collector to heeome fa-
miliar with the different tyvpes and to
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mame the country from which each
stamp comes.

An agent thus inforined will under
ordinary circumstances be more suc
cessful than a mere ignoramus. H
can meet every criticism from a cus
tomer and is in a beiter position t¢
judge of the actual value of the goods
he is handling.

Agents who know what they are
selling and wha are willing to push
the business, usually make a grand
sucesss ol it.  They  find collectors
evervwhere, but especially among the
hoys in schoois. On Saturdays and
holidays the gymnasium and play-
grounds abound with enilectors, Many
a stamp agent, while attending school
or to other duries, carns in spare mo-
ments nmot oniy mere pocket money
but dollars and cents which go tow-
ards his own comfort and support, or
the support of others.

While John Wanamaker was
postmaster-general, complere sels
of eardboard proofs, each contain
ing 211 different examples of U.
S. stamps, were issued by the
wovernment. The average price
of such sets is now about $%35.00.

The plates from which these
proofs were printed have since
been destroyed, the original dies
alone remaining in the possession
of the authorities,



AN ELABORATE COLLECTION.

The Earl of Crawford recently ex-
hibited his collection of United States
stamps before the members of the
London Philatelic Association, who
were amazed at the completeness and
size of this magnificent collection. His
United States stamps are contained in
40 large volumes, the first 23 being de-
voted to the stamps used only by the
publie, the remaining books to official
stamps, including official seals, un-
paid, periodical and department
stamps. Each book is also filled with
much Listorical data regarding the va-
rious issues, and the stamps are large-
ly in blocks, to show their arrange-
ment on the sheet, mode of separation,
etc. Some space is given to the gov-
ernment reprints, and all varieties of
perforation, water-mark and paper are
shown. Not only the general issues of
department stamps are collected, but
also full sets of those surcharged
“specimen"” and various other novel-
ties, Just think of 40 volumes for his
['nitesd States stamps alone! What
must be the size of his general col-
lection?
GREAT AMOUNTS INVYESTED IN

STAMPS.

A firm which recently retired from
business reports having received since
1877 over onme million dollars from
cash sales. The business was estab-
lished at a period when stamp collec-
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tors were few and the business was
in its infancy. A prominent English
dealer who visited this country not
long ago reports having sold $23,000
worth of stamps here in just two lots,
not to mention numerous smaller
sales.

A small collection of 150 stamps
was purchased by a young collector
not long ago for a few dollars. Only
one stamp in the lot was worth any-
thing, hut that was an 18561 Hawailan
stamp of mvch valne. Any dealer
would have offered hundreds of dol-
lars for that stamp. A gentleman
found a hook of about 200 stamps he
had collceted when a small boy., Nonw
of the stamns were then worth more
than 10c each, but on pricing them re-
cently he found one catalogued at $50,
one at 225, three at $10 and the bal-
ance at various prices down to $5.

STAMPS HAVE AN EDUCATIONAL
VALUE,

In a certain school foreign stamps
are used as a lhelp to the study of
geography. Edueators are beginning
to recoznize, and make use of, the in-
formation stored up in the tiny bit of
paper called a postage stamp, School
boys who collect stainps are always
the best scholars in geography, they
take a great interest in historical stud-
fes, and develop a taste for the ar-
tistie, since postage stamps are the
produet of the hizhest artistie attain-
ment of the world's greatest artists,
the designs and plates costing more
than for any other work of art.



GREAT AMOUNTS INVESTED IN
STAMPS.

Two “Post Office” Mauritius stamps,
the 1p and 2p of the 1817 issue, were
sold a few years ago to a Parisian
dealer for the snug sum of $4500
each. This is the highest price known
to have been paid for single stamps.
The next highest price on record is
for the 10c¢ U. S. Postmaster's stamp
igsned in Baltimore, of which only one
specimen is known to exist. This was
sold not long ago in New York for
$4500,

Three “Post Office” Mauritius
stamps were sold in England recently
for an average price per stamp of
about $4000. Probably the next high-
est price ever paid for a single stamp
was $3700, which went for the 2¢ Ha-
waiian stamp of the first issue. At
a London auction sale 32000 was paid
for a 4p Western Australian stamp of
the first issue with inverted center,
of which only eight specimens can be
located.

Immense sums have been paid for
entire collections. Mr. M. P. Castle
recently sold his collection of Euro-
pean stamps for no less than $150,-
000. The same gentleman disposed of
a collection of Australian stamps for
$50,000. Herr von Ferrary bought
Judge Philbrick’s collection for $40,.-
000, Dr. Lerrand of PParis sold a col-
lection some vears ago for about
§37,000.

It is not at all uneommon to hear nf



an eudre colection bringing from
$5000 to $25,000, although we doubt if
the average collection is worth over
$5. Besides stamp collecting, a great
interest is taken in the collection of
stamp literature, and we might men-
tion many a library worth almost as
much as the colleciion owned by the
same individual.

THE TRUTH ABOUT REPRINTS.

Some collectors are still ignorant of
the meaning of the term reprint, or
re-impression, associating it with coun-
terfeit. Reprints are impressions from
the original plates, blocks or stones,
from which stamps were printed, tak-
en after the issue of the stamps had
ceased, and are printed as specimens
or curiosities for sale to collectors.
Counterfeits, on the other hand, are
not printed from the original plates,
but are mere imitations. In 1899,
when our government sold out a part
of its stock of remaining newspaper
stamps to collectors, it was found nee-
essarv to strike off certain values from
tne old plates to complete sets. These

reimpressions were simply *‘reprints.”

Unused specimens of the 1857 60
issue of U. 3. stamps now in collec-
tions were obtained largely trom
Southern post oflices after the issue
had been demonetized owing to
the outbreak of civil war.



SPECIMEN STAMPS

Collectors often ask the ques-
tion: *“Have specimen stamps
any actual value?’ All stamps
printed from the original plates
certainly have a value, but 1t is
not always easy to estimate that
value unless the number of
stamps issued is definitely known
and the estimator keeps in touch
with the popular demand. Deal-
ers are hetter judges of valnes
than collectors because they
have the best chance to test the
relation between the supply and
demand of a certain issue,

Unused stamps of British col-
onies surcharged “specimen” have
bheen distributed from time to
time throughout the Postal Union
for the information of govern-
ment officials, but sooner or later
they fall into the hands of collec-
tors. As the number of each val-
ue printed is usually less than
1000 copies, the supply is obvi-
ously insufficient to go round.
Among specialists these stamps
are quite necessary to complete a
collection. but owing to their
searcity, they are seldom listed
in the catalogues.



WHO COLLECT STAMPSY

. Everybody. Nobody is too poor to
collect the common stamps of North
America or Europe. Nobody is too
tich to fail to derive a benefit from
a pursuit which enteriains, instructs
and is, under certain conditions, profit.
able, A conservative estimate places
the total number of collectors in
America alone at 200,000, In Europe,
the number is still zreater. The Prince
of Wales, Prince Gustav Adoll of Swe-
den, the Mikado of Japan, Prince Dam-
rong of Siam and many dukes, earls,
counts, barons and baronets join
hands with the every-day people in
the most popular pursnit of the pres-
ent time. The schoolboy is no longer
alone an advocaie of the charms of
philately. His sister, his older broth-
er, and many of his friends are as en-
thusiastic collectors as he.

Philippine Aguinaldo stamps are
not regarded by most collectors as
anything more than speculative
labels, and few catalogues even
mention them.

The proverbial “Stamp Season”
now lasts all the year.



The Japanese soldiers are usually
paid in paper money, the bills being
similar to the one reproduced in the
accompanying picture. These bills aje
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JAPANESE PAPER MONEY.

much more convenient for them to car
ry than gold or silver, and they are ne
gotinable at any place in the empire.
They answer just as well as comn in
supplying the needs of the soldier foi
the mikado. Like nearly everything
Japanese, they are artistie In design.



Latest Edition
is the most com-
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| |
It contains plenty
|Bl 1 ] of room, is print-
’ ed on good paper
3 and is strongly [

bound. Theil- |

| lustrations and dates are special features.
| In strong, flexible cardboard covers, of artis-
| tic design, only

This is the latest of several most successful editions
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The “NEW IDEA™
contains regular print-
ed spaces for all dis-
tinctive issues of U,
5. stamps, including
invelopes, Spaces are
als 1 provided for rev-
enucs, locals, depart-
ments, etc., and In
the back is plenty of
room for duplicates.
minor  varicties, or
whatever you please.
Is printed on good
paper: the covers are
of strong, flexible
card, beautifully
pn't‘ncl.l in two colors,
This album will held
over 1200 stamps and
for the money is a
great bargain. Lat-
est edition, postpaid,

18 Cents



The “WASHINGTON" Album

For the Stamps of the

UNITED STATES and the U. S. COLOKIES

ontaing regular
spucues, with de.
scriptions, for
all the United
States  stumps,
including gen.
eral issues commemorat.
ive issues, departinentals,
locals, revenucs, envelope
stamps, etc,, also illustrat-
cd pages for the stamps
of the Hawaiian Islands,
Porto Rico, the Philippine
Islands, cie., to whi '1 are
added extra pages tor Cuba
and duplicates, minor vuri.
cties, etc. The pages
are full size, measur-
ingabout ® by 11} in-
ches,and the printing
is on ope side of the
page only. The paper
15 of superior quality and
the printing first class, The
book is strongly bound in
artistie, “alf.cloth covers
and ought to sell for $r.00;
utwe have sct a popular
price on it that every collec-

tor may possess a copy. Th' 5
the latest and best edi cj
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large and beautiful album,
on out, postpaid {or only
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THE OMECGA 245 ALBUM

AT A GREAT BARGAIN
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pages measuring glg by 1113 inches, pm{u:cly illustrat.

ed with the types  of the various issues of postage stam| s

of all natinns, beneath which is given the date of issue /i
each series, together with other valuable information—a bock
elegantly printed on heavy, superior paper, handsomely and dur:
ably bound, at a price never before imagined. While this album
is designed to hold as extensive a collection as 5000 varieties,
even a few hundred specimens make a hetter disp:lay in this book
than in any other large album published. Over two hunared
countries are represented.  Regular spaces for U. S. envelopes.
and revenues are iocluded, Complete and up-to-date in every

respect.
Bound in artistic board covers, cloth 9 cis.
backs,(actually worth about $1.25) postpaid

CHE latest edition of this large album, containing full-sized




