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ABOUT THE OOLOR~ OF STAMPS 

~;:::;;;;;;;=;-HERE is no suhjed d irectly con
! nected with philatc lv n bout 
' which so much iµ: norance is shown 

by c0 llectors as the subject of co l
or. A11cl even c::italogue makers, 
who know so much about <l:ltes, 
issues and perforations, are often 
vague in t he ir descriptious or col-

ors of postage stamps. This is partly d11e to ignor
ance or r.arelessness~ and in part to tl1e cnmpll'!x 
nature of the su bjcr.t of col or, si nee various f erms 
han; been used on tlie one hand to <lescribe a sin
gle color, nnd a variety oC shades on the othe r a re 
often designat.ecl by a single term. Under thecir
cumstancei::, the r.o11ector who really learns to dis
rriminate between one distinct color nnd ;1n0ther 
such as Yiolet and reLl, 1'01· insta1we, or gree11 and 
blue, is better off than the one wlw tries to mem
orize a lot of techn ical names wi thont being able 
to tell whn t primary colors go to make up the pe
culiar s hade he has learned the name or. 

011e should so familiarize himself with t.he ap
pearant:es oft.he common colors of ret1 1 orange, vi
olet, blue a11d green, in all thefr Ynri e ty of shades, 
that. when a p eacock blue is shown him, he would 
be able to analyze the color and tell what two dis-



tinct colors go to make up tha t. particular shade of 
blue. For such col ors as bi ue and green, red find 
green, red and yelJow, etc., etc., jn combination 
make the variety of peculiar shades and colon~ 
which bear so many distinct names. The follow. 
ing table of colors is designed to help one aqui re 
such a knowledge of colors, wit.h the aid of such 
stamps as can be purchased for a sma ll sum. 

Collectors of envelopes and minor varieties need 
also to k11ow somethin~ nl>C'lut paper a ud to d istin 
guish betwee11 wove and laid varieties. The form
er is the more common kind , ordinarily used for 
book and newspaper work. Its close network of 
fiber has the appearance of cloth, while in ]aid 
paper the fiber runs iu even, parallel Jines. 



A Color Table 

Col or Definition Examples 

Am ber, a. fa int yellow. See example under buff. 

Bistre, a brown prepared from the soot of 
wood. Cape G. H . '81, 2p, 

Bavaria '62, 9kr. 
Blaok. Porto Rico '90, t m 
Blue. V arious shades ranging from light to dark 

blue. See ult.ramarine also. 
Blue Green, a green with a blu ish tint. Japan 1883, 

25s. 
Blue Lilac, a violet of bluish tint. Japn.u '83, Ss. 
Brick Red, a reddish brown. Philippjnes '98, 80c. 
Bronze Green, a lustrous, olive green. France '76 lf. 
Brown. Various shades from pa.le or light to deep 

or dark brown. 



Brown Lake, a brown sca rlet. U. S. 1902, 61'. 
Brown Lilac, a viole t of brownish tin t. Porto Rico 

'82, 4m. 
Brown R o e, a rose of brownish tint. Mexico 108, 

20c. 
Brown Violet., a brown ish purpl e. Japan '99, 3s. 
Buff, a vari e ty of tints from light yellow to grny. 

Belgium newspaper, 1869, 5c. 

C'ur minc, a deep pink. u. s. 1902, 2t'. 
France 1900, 101-, 
Fi nlanu '89, lOp. 

Uarmi11c Hu~<· , he tw<-'e 11 p ink :in<l Carmine. J apn11 
1890, +:;. 

Chocolate , a bnl\n1 of reddish li nt. U. S. l 895 5c. 
Oi t ron, a n ol ive bistre. 
Olnret., n reel purple. 
Coppe r R Ni, n brownish rose. 

Porto Tiico 1890, le. 
lT. S. 1898, Omaha 

is~ue, 2c. 
Crimson , a rod of pmplish t.int. See Lake. 

Drab, a11 olive brown. 
Dull Blue. 

Gt. Britain 1880, 4p. 
Fr::ince 1903, 25c. 

~num\ld U reen, a bluish greon. Cuba 1896, lOc. 
F inland '85, 5p. 

Faw n, a 1 ig:h t chocolate. brown. 

Gold. Switzeda11d 1862, lf. 



Grny, a mixture of black and white . . Japan '99 5r. 
Oray Blue, a blue of grayish tint. P orto Rico 

1882, 5c. 
Urny ureen, a gree n of gray ish tint.. P orto Rico 

1882, l e. 
(:ray Lilac, a lilac of grayish tin t. See Slate. 
<hay Viole t ) a lilac of gray ish tint. U. S. 1898, 

'l'rans.Missippi, lOc. 
(ireen. Various shades fro m pale orljghtgreen to 

dark or deep green. 
li11]j go Blue, a deep blue. 
Lnke, a deep red of purplish tint .. 

P eru 1895, ik. 
Argentine 

1877, 8c. 
L1vender1 a s la te violet. French Colonies '81, lOc. 
Lil ac, a recldish p11rple. Gt. Britaiu, 1883, 2tp 
Lil nc Brown, a lilac of b rownish tint. P orto Rico 

Lil:l c Red. See m aroon. 
1881, 6m. 

Lilac Rose, a rose with a touch of blue . Porto Rico 
1890, 2m. 

l\lngenta, a deep crimson wit.h a little blue added. 
U. S. Columbus issue, Sc 

)fo uYc, a shade midway between lilac and pnrple, 
An equal mixtue of blue and red. 

~ l n roon, red with a touch of black . Hungary. 
1901, 5kr 

Ochre, a grayish yellow. Greece 1896, Olympia n 

OliYe, a brownish green. 
games, 1 l. 

U. S. 1898, 15c 
U. S. 1902, 15c. 



Olive Bistre, a light, greenish brown. Spain, ,97. 
25c de l>. 

Olive Brown, a green brown. 

Olive gray, gray with a touch of olive. Philippines 
1892, 2 4-8c. 

Olive green , a green of olive tint. 

Orange, a mixture of red and yellow. U. S. 1898, 
Omaha issue, 4c. 

Orange Browu, a mixture of red, blue and yellow. 
U. S. 1902 10c. 

Egypt Official, 1802. 
Orange Red, a light vermilion. 

Orange Yellow, a, yellow with a touch of red. 
Portugal 1894, 5r. 

Pink, a light rose t.int ofred. U.S. envelope 1861 3c. 

Plum, a brownish lilac. Venezuela , 1889, 2e 
Pruss ian Blue, a deep shade of blue. 

Puce, a rich, reddish purple. Japan 1876, 8s. 

P urple, a mixture of red and blue. U.S. 190~ , 3c. 

U.S. Columbus, 6c. 



Red, a variety of shades, from light., or bright red 
to deep, or dark red. 

Red Brown, a brown of reddish tint. Ja pan 1899, 50s. 
Red Violet, a reddis11 purple. 
Reseda, an oJi,·e g reen. Belgium 1893 20c. 
nose, a deep pink . Belgium 1900, lOc. 
Rose J.,iJac, a pinkish purple. Mexico, 1898, l Oc. 

Sage Green, a deep green, sl ight.Jy on the olive. 
U.S. 1898, 50c. 

Saln1011, a yellowish pink. 
Sapphire, a pale blue. 
Scarlet, a rose red . 

Sea. Ureen, a yellow green. 

Porto Rico 1894, 2m. 
u. s. 190 .!, $2.00. 

Costa Rica 1863, 2r. 

Slate, n. bluish gray. Cape Gd. Hope 1885, tp. 
Slate Blue, a. gray blue. Cul1a 1S9G, 5c. 
Slate Green, a gray green. Bulgaria 1886, 2s, 

Fra1we 1903, 15c. 
Slate Violet, a lavender. Brnzil 1866, SOr. 

Ultramarine, a light. blue .Japa n 1899, l ;\s. 

Venetian Re<l, a Hght red- brown. 

\'erm iJion , a bright orange-red . U.S. 1879, :Zc. 

Violet., a reddish purple. U.S. 2c. Columbus issue. 
France 1908, 30c. 

Violet Blue, a blue with a touch of pu rple. Cuba 
1894, l e. 



V iolet. Brown, a brown with a touch of violet. 
Porto Rico 1891, 2m

1 
France 1903, 20c. 

Yellow, a variety of shades, from light, or lemon 
yellow to orange. 

Yellow Bistre, a light brown of yellowish t.int. 
Yellow Brown, a l ight chocolate shade of brown. 

Porto R ico 1890. le. 
Yel low Green, a green with a greater per ce11t of 

yellow t.han blue. Costa Rico '80, 20c. 
Yellow Orange, an orange with a small per cent 

of red. Brazil w rnpper, '94, 4Qr 



SOl\lE SAMPLES OF PAPER 

Laid Pa per 

Amber Paper 

Fawn Paper 

Wove Paper 

This book is printed 
on a rough finish 
Wove paper. Hold to 
the light.. 

Cream Paper 

Manila 




