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HISTORY OF THE POST AGE ST AMP. 

Originated by Sir Rowland Hill. 

Adopted by G reat Britain in 1840. 

Not in general use in t he United States by 

the Government unti l 1847. 

The prepayment of postage by the means 

of adhesive postage stamps ' revolutionized t he 

postal business of the world, making the present 

means of communication possible. 

About 20,000 different postage st amps have 

been issued by all C ountries and Colonie$ since 

1840. 



WHY ARE ST AMPS COLLECTED? 

Almost as soon as stamps came into exist­
:L11ce, there w ere those who began to collect 
specimens from each Country that issued t hem. 

The natural collecting instinct was instantly 
appea led to by these little bi ts of engraved la ­
bds, and as the number of stamps increased t he 
number of collectors multiplied. 

There is something about some people that 
makes them like t he odd, the curious, the fo r­
eign, a.nd Stamp Collectors sprang into existence 
in England, France and the United States almost 
simultaneously. Soon albums w ere publ ished for 
their reception, and catalogues compiled record­
ing the new issues as they appeared. 

Stamp collecting commenced in 1850 and 
has never lost any of its force . Old collecturs 
drop out and two new ones t ake thei r place, 
until tod'4V we could count tht'm by tl1e mil­
lions, and they are in every civilized C ountry 
on the globe. There are serious collectors and 
those who t ake it up only as ~1 passing fancy. 
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The pursuit commends itself to the observ­
ing, systematic and intelligent, but does not ap­
peal to the lazy, careless or thoughtless. 

Parents who have giwn the matter careful 
consideration are usually inclined to encourage 
t heir children in this pursuit, as it trains the 
mind and develops the perct-plive faculties . 

A collector involuntari ly learns much of 
geography, h istory, arms anti fl ags of nations, 
the difference in money systems, the knowledge 
of shades and colors, and many ust::ful facts that 
go to make up a well informed person. 

The profitable side of stamp collectin~ in a 
pecuniary way, Jrns been proved by the fact 
that a cnrefully and well st!lected collection will 
almost always rew ard the mal<.:r by bringing, 
when sold, more t han tl 1e cost of its accu -
mulaUon . 

Th is is in a measure true, from the tact that 
tve: y col lee tor is able to aJd valuable stamps to 
his collection by discovery or other means than 
cash purchase. 

The~e acquisitions are often very valuable, 
anti no olJ file of correspondence can foil 
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to produr~ something of interest to a stamp 

collector. 
As an example of t he wide range the inter­

est in stamp co llecting has taken, we give tile 
following examples from the clients of our pub­
lishers : 

Members of the leading legislative bod ies of 
United Staks, EnglanJ, France and Germany. 

1 
Military and naval officers of various ranks 

1 from ensign t o commander of the above four 
countries, as well as of Italy, Russia aml Austria. 

Members of diplomatic corps and consular 
offtcei·s in almost every country. 

A number of members of the nobility of 
various European countries and younger members 
of the royal families of Great Britain, Hussia and 
Germany. 

The Duke of C ornwall and York heir to the 
British Throne, til e late D uke of Edinburgh, 
Queen of Holland and King of Siam are stamp 
collectors. 

Judges of all rnnks, from the Queen's Bench 
clown toJusticeof the Peace, attorneys, solicitors, 
barri sters and legal authors. The Church gives 



us Bishops, Pries ts, Abbes and Professors-tht' 
Roman, Greek and various Protestant denomi­
nations being represented. Professional peoph.' 
of every class, scientific, medical, a rtistic, 
pedagogical and dramatic. Business men in al ­
most every line, corporat ion officers, bankers, as 
well as the wealthy leisure class, among whom 
the ladies are represented, all have found stamp 
collecting a most fascinating "hobby" and are 
among our correspondents. 

We must not forget His Majesty, The 
American Boy, who is, after all, the backbone 
of st amp collecting. 
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I 
WHAT STAMPS ARE VALUABLE . 

Age does not make a stamp valuable. 
The firs t 1 penny reel, the type issued by 

Great Britain in 1840, is still a very common 
s tamp, because it continued in use for many 
years, and millions of them were printed. 

Scarcity is the keynote of value. 
Stamps whose issue has been limited as to 

number and time of service are naturally scarce, 
and therefore become valuab le for the simple 
reason that there a re not enough to go around 
among the stamp collectors who wa nt them. 

A stamp issued today, that for some reason 
is withdrawn soon after issue, is as likely to be · 
come rare and valuable as some of the old ones. 
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WE P AY CASH F OR. RARE STAMPS. 

How to Find T he m.. 

w~ are in the stamp business and in touch 
with thousands of advanced col lt'ctors in all parts 
of the world, and it is our business to lrnow 
pretty well where to place almost any ran· 
stamp that may be found. 

W e are buying and supplying rariti es con­
stantly, and hold the record in the Unitt'd 
States for two things : 

We have paid t he highest price ever paid 
by a stamp dealer for a single post age stamp, 
and t his was t o take into st ock, and for which 
we had at t he time no immediate customer . 

We reter to the lOc Baltimore , for which 
we paid the party who found it in old corre -
spondence $2,300.00 in cash . 

Some months later w e sold this st amp for 
$4,400.00 which is also t he record price, being 
the highest price ever received by a dealer in 
the United States for a single postage stamp. 

We h ave sold many stamps from $1,000 to 
$3,000 eacll, but, of course, these are stamps 
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that are seldom found . There are many st amps, 
however, for which we P•'Y from SI 00 t o $ 10.00 
each t hat may be found by almost a11yone who 
has access to fi les of correspondence from 1840 
to 1865. 

While the United St ates Government did 
not i ssue st amps until 1847, Local Express 
Compani t'S and Pos tmasters issued many st amps 
from 184 l to 1865 that are very v aluable. 

Envelopes were not in common use then, so 
t ha t many stamps will be found filed aw ay on 
the bacl<s of old let ters and busi ness papers. 

In 1895 we bought qut of one lot of waste 
paper over $30,000 wort h of rare st amps that 
were ready to go into t he furnace as worthl ess ; 
thei r value w as discovered just in time t o save. 

This w as the grea t fi nd of St. Louis Post · 
masters' Stamps of 1845 discovered in the fu r ­
nace room of t he Louisville Court House . The 
exci tement caused by this rare lot w<1s record ed 
by newspapers from the Atlantic to t he Pacifi c. 

These things arc mentioned t o sugge~t 

what may be laying idle in some old garret or 
storeroom to which you may have acc1:ss. 
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During the Civil War, L861- 1865, many of 
the Confedera te postmasters ran out of stamps 
and issued special stamps, privately prepared, 
in their own localities - many of these are 
valuable. 

We issue an illustrated pamphlet (price 10 
cents) that has illustrations of many of the 
stamps that may be found in old letter files. It 
shows what to look for. 



ST AMP COLLECTING A PLEASANT 
PVRSlJIT. 

The charms of stamp co!lecting e1re only 
known to the initiated. 

The way to experience it is t o give it a trial . 
The first thing to do is to buy a stamp 

;!lbum, a complete illustrated catalogue of all 
stamps and a packet of different foreign stamps 
and then arrange y our stamps in the album. 

If you have any of the instincts of a collec­
tor you will enjoy the pursuit and it will while 
away many a winter's evening very profitably. 

Stamp Albums are published from 2Sc to 
$25 .00 each, and special albums even higher. 

We recommend a 75c book. Our Popular 
Stamp Album No. 3, 75c post free, is just the 
thing for a beginner, it has spaces for 6,000 
stamps and is not so good but that you can dis­
card it for a better album when you get further 
along. 

The complete illustrated catalogue costs 58c 
post free. 
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The n as t o the packet of diffe rent foreign 
stamps , sta rt with as big a one as you can <lfford 

It is the cheapl!st wny to buy stnmps cir':d 
the bigger the packet tl1e more you w i ll snve in 
the long run . 

The fo llowing are our principal va ri <.'ty 
packets , the 1,000 or 2,000 are the favorites on 
the s tart but of course the 3,000 or 4,000 woulJ 
be bett er: 

No. 111. 7 5c.-Contains 300 varieties of 
foreign postage s ta mps, including s tamps from 
Argentine Republic, Cuba, C anada (maple lt"af) , 
Chile, Egypt, J a pan, Luxemburg, Mexico, Nor ­
way, Persia , Porto Rico, e tc.- 300 Varieties-75 
cents . 

No. 102. 98c.-Thi!: is a sp~cial packet 
of 400 varie t:es made up as an induceme nt for 
beginne rs w ho are about start ing a collection. 
It incl udes s tam ps from all parts of t he wor ld , 
among which may be mentioned Mexico, 1884, 1 
and 2 pesos, used; Travancore (I nd ia ), 3 varie ­
ties, used; Parngu;ly official; China, regular is­
sue, 1804; Bri tish North Borneo , Uruguay , New­
found lnnJ, de. 
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1000 die- cut gummed hinges for mounting 
, tamps is given free with each of these packets. 
- 400 Varieties and 1000 Hinges-98 cents. 

No. 130. $1.50-Contains 546 varieties of 
1 fo l'(•ign postage stamps mounted in a neat li ttle 

:\lbllm, just the thing to sell out of. This lot 
nw·](ed a t catalogue prices wou ld afford the seller 

1 
:1 J1andsome p rofit ewn if fifty per cent dis­
uiunt were allowed . It contains stumps from all 
parts of the world and is the biggest bargain of t he 
st.:ason. - 546 varieties-$1.50. 

No. ll3, $2.50 - Contains 800 diffe rent 
postage stamps . Big value fo r the money. 
Stamps from all parts of the world. - 800 varie ­
ties-$2.50. 

No. 114. $3.75 - The best packet of 1000 
varieties of foreign postage stamps ever offered. 
A cheaper packet could be made but no better 
vnlue fo r the money is possible.- 1000 varieties 
-S3.75. 

No. 151, $9.85-1500 different foreign 
"tamps arrnn gl'.J alphabetically and mounted on 
sh~ets. Very usefu l for agents or dea lers t o se ll 
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from, as well as for collectors.- 1500 varietil s 
- $9.85. 

No. 115, $15.00-Contai ns 2000 different 
postage stamps from 811 parts of the world. ,.\ 
collection in itself and highly recommended. 
2000 varieties $15.00. 

No. 152, $ 50 .00-A collection of 3000 
different postage stamps . The best value ob· 
tainable.-3000 varieties- $50.00. 

No. 116, $100.00 -A big packet of 4000 
varieties, a regular collection in itself, be ing 
stamps from almost every stamp issuing country 
or colony in the world. A great bargain. 4000 
varieties- $100. 00. 

Order the packet by number and remit the 
price. 

Our motto: " Satisfaction guaranteed or 
money refunded.' ' 
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ohe STAMP DEALER. 

~ 
The regular dealer in postage stamps for 

1...l'lllectors was the natura l result of the develop­
m~nt of st amp coll ecting, meeting the collector' s 
d_•mand by the e mployment of brains and capital 
in the accumulation of stamps from all parts of 
Ule world, wh ich lte is able to supply at a merely 
nominal cos t, compared with the expense that 
would have been necessary w ithout his as­
sis tance . 

Our business was established by C. H. 
Mekee l in 1877, incorporated as a company in 
1889, and ex tends into every part of the civil­
ized world. 

We buy to sell at a profit. Parties having 
valuable s tamps to di spose of can e mploy ou r 
services to advantage. 

W e publish a weekly journal devoted to 
stamp coll ect ing (jbl.00 per ye ar). We have a 
system of equi table exchange , whereby collec ­
tors may increase their collect ions by excha nge 
of their duplicates . 
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We have the best a nd most extensive sys­
tem ever organized for submitting priced Jots of 
stamps to co llectors on approval f o r their 
selection . · 

We publish a price list from which orders 
may be mailed to us for s ingle stamps, packets, 
sets, albums and collectors' supplies. 

Correspondence solicited. 
Business t ransacted only by mail. 
Remittance w!th order. 
Price lists and printed matter free. 

C. H. MEKEEL STAMP 
AND P UBLISHING CO. 

S T . LOUI S, MO., U. S . A . 
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