
M O RO CCO  : IT S  F O R E IG N  A N D  P R IV A T E  P O STS.

The philatelic history of a country 
closely reflects and illustrates its political 
history, its form of government, and 
often even the customs and character
istics of its national life. In no other 
could we find more substantial evidence 
of this close inter-relation of philately 
and history than in the Empire of 
Morocco.

The government of Morocco is an 
autocracy, subject to religious influences, 
which severely repress all progress; and 
the general system is as corrupt as the 
people' who administer and endure it.

From such a government, and from a 
people notorious throughout several cen
turies for brigandage and piracy, no 
properly organized postal service could 
be expected, and the natural and almost 
inevitable outcome of this lack of proper 
postal facilities was the establishment 
of Foreign Post Offices, supplemented 
by private courier posts—the latter sys
tem giving rise to abuses, corruption, 
and stamp speculation, with the result 
that practically all the “Local” stamps, 
good and bad alike, are under a ban and 
have incurred the disfavour of philat
elists.

In Morocco, not only does the postal 
system illustrate a reactionary and cor
rupt system of government; but the 
picturesque stamps of the private posts 
illustrate the characteristics of the coun
try and the Moorish people, by many 
dainty designs depicting camels, drome
daries, lions, palm trees, Moors, 
mosques, landscapes and seascapes.

The Empire of Morocco is« situated 
in the north-west of Africa, and includes 
the former kingdoms of Fez and 
Morocco; the area of the country is 
about 220,000 square miles, the popula
tion is estimated at about seven millions, 
and the present ruler is Sultan Muley 
Abdul Aziz, who succeeded in 1804.

While Morocco has no proper Gov
ernment postal system, there are ser
vices under the control of the British, 
French, German and Spanish Govern
ments; and besides these foreign post 
offices there were various private posts 
which flourished between 1892 and 1900 
and exploited the resources of the coun
try in general and philatelists in partic
ular, and by the latter were therefore 
condemned to everlasting exec.ration.

But let it be remembered that these 
Moroccan private posts were by no 
means the worst stamp-speculating sin
ners; for, prolific as they were, all their 
records for number of varieties are eas
ily eclipsed by the British P. O.’s in Mo
rocco, from which no fewer than 87 
standard varieties were issued from 1898 
to 1907—and there are more to follow.

The foreign posts of Morocco claim 
priority of place on account of their 
greater importance, the higher status of 
their issues, and last, but not least, the 
greater number of their varieties; but 
we shall deal with the private posts at 
rather greater length, because they are 
known and even less loved!

B R IT IS H  P. O .’S IN  MOROCCO.

Great Britain competes with France, 
Germany and Spain in running courier 
mails along the coast of Morocco; and 
our own country has a long lead of the 
other powers as regards the number of 
varieties issued.

The first specially surcharged stamps 
for the British Agencies in Morocco 
were issued in 1898, when the contem
porary stamps of Gibraltar, bearing 
values in Spanish currency (100 centi-
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m os=l peseta=about 7d), were over
printed at the office of the Gibraltar 
Chronicle, with the inscription, ‘‘Mo
rocco Agencies” ; and no fewer than 70 
varieties of overprinted Gibraltar stamps 
were issued for the British offices in 
Morocco during the period 1898-1906; 
and in 1907 a set of eleven contempor
ary stamps of Great Britain (King Ed
ward VII.) w'ere overprinted with the 
same inscription, but with the addition 
of new values in the Spanish currency. 
There was however a set of seven of our 
late King’s stamps overprinted with the 
inscription “Morocco Agencies,” but 
without any overprint of new values, 
and these latter labels are said to be for 
parcel post.

T H E  FR E N C H  P. O’S.

To our neighbors across the Channel 
belongs the distinction of having issued 
the first series of overprints for Mo
rocco; for as early as 1891 a long set of 
the familiar French “Peace and Com
merce” stamps were overprinted simply 
with a new value in the Spanish cur
rency, there being, curiously enough, no 
name overprinted to indicate the issu
ing of these stamps specially for Mo
rocco. These stamps were succeeded 
by a special series bearing the inscrip
tion “Poste Français Maroc,” with over
printed values in Spanish currency, 
and curiously enough the over
printed “céntimo” values correspond 
numerically with the original “cents” 
values on the contemporary French 
stamps; and this numerical identity 
holds good in all the values except the 
higher ones in “pesetas.”

And whilst speaking of currency we 
might here express how grateful and 
comforting is our feeling that the fol
lowing outlandish currency has never 
been adopted for the currency of any 
Moroccan stamps:—t Mitkal=10  ounces 
"40  blankeels=24 floos=slight!y over 
3d. What a “money” table ! Fancy 
asking for a “ten ounce” postage stamp !

The stamps of the “Sower” type of 
France overprinted “Maroc Gouverne
ment Provisiore 1907” are bogus. Speak
ing of bogus stamps of French origin, 
we might also mention that most of the 
private posts of Morocco were run by 
enterprising French firms, as is evident 
by the characteristic French inscriptions 
“Postes,” or "Chiffre Taxe” (Postage 
Due), found on most of these private 
locals: whilst those of Spanish origin 
are distinguished by the familiar Span
ish inscription “Correos.”

T H E  GERMAN P. O.’S.

Though the "Fatherland” was about 
eight years behind France in the sur
charging of stamps for the Moroccan 
mails, the Germans soon made up for 
lost time in the competition for quantity 
of varieties, for during the period 1899
1907, there were 46 varieties of con
temporary German stamps overprinted 
with the inscription “Marocco,” and new 
values in Spanish currency.

T H E  S P A N IS H  P. O.’S.

Last and least of the foreign offices 
in Morocco come those maintained by 
the Spanish Government, and only thir
teen varieties of Spanish stamps were 
overprinted “Correo Español Marrue
cos,” and this set of thirteen values 
(bic—10 pes.) covers the period 1903-9. 
We might also mention that in the Span
ish fortified seaport and convict settle
ment of Melilla, on the north coast 
of Morocco, special stamps of heraldic

design were issued in 1894 for the Span
ish soldiers in the garrison.

T H E  P R IV A T E  AND LO C A L POSTS.

Having now briefly reviewed the three 
hundred odd issues of the foreign of
fices in the Empire of Morocco, we have 
next to consider a group of about 150 
varieties of stamps issued in the pri
vate local posts of that troubled coun
try, which has been so plagued with its 
Sultans and stamp speculators.

These Moroccan locals are generally 
considered and condemned as utterly 
worthless; but exceptions must at least 
be made in the case of the issues in
scribed “Mazagan-—Maroc,” “Mogador— 
Marakesch,” and “Tanger—Fez.”

Considered as a whole, the Moroccan 
locals are picturesque stamps, and well 
produced; and thus they possess an 
attraction which is as deceptive as that 
of many other beautiful objects. How
ever, as most of these stamps have been 
obsolete for several years, and are by 
no means common, perhaps philatelists 
will eventually favour them with a 
kindlier regard; especially considering 
that the Moroccan private posts com
pare very favourably with the foreign 
posts as regards the number of vari
eties and provisionals issued.

In our review of this interesting group 
of stamps, we purpose adopting the usual 
alphabetical order of classification, and 
instead of confusing the tyro with 
synonyms, we had better follow the 
writer’s usual practice of spelling geo
graphical names as they are spelled on 
the stamps themselves.

Alcazar—Ouassan:—Alcazar is a town 
of the former kingdom of Fez; it is 
situated on the Strait of Gibralter, and 
was taken by Alphonso, King of Portu
gal in 1468. A British consular repre
sentative was established in this town. 
Ouazzan is a small picturesque hillside 
towm, famous as a religious centre.

The pretty set of seven speculative 
stamps (5c—1 franc), issued in 1896 
for the private post, Alcazar to Ouaz
zan are all of one type which bears a 
well engraved picture of a dromedary 
as the central feature of the design.

The issue was suppressed within a 
month of issue by the Shercef (prince 
or ruler) of Ouazzan.

Fes—-M equities:—Fez is a holy city, 
the chief commercial centre, and one 
of the metropolitan cities of Morocco. 
In the 13th century Fez was the capi
tal of an independent kingdom; three 
centuries later it was conquered and 
annexed by Morocco. In 1905, British, 
French and German missions were sent 
to Fez to urge reforms; these the Sul
tan admitted to be necessary, but de
sired a conference of the Powers, 
Britain declined, and the question be
came acute between France and Ger
many, but later on a satisfactory agree
ment was reached, and a British consul 
was established at Fez. Mequinez is 
a royal burying place, about 36 miles 
from Fez, and, like the latter, is a 
metropolitan city.

The locals for Fez and Mequinez con
sist of one set of eight stamps, all of 
one type, bearing a portrait of a Moor, 
and this set was supplemented by a 
corresponding series of eight “Unpaids,” 
which are of a less dainty design, and 
bear the initials “F. M.” as the only 
indication of the post by wffiich they 
were issued.

Fes—Sefro:—Sefro is an inland town



M O RO CCO  : IT S  F O R E IG N  A N D  P R IV A T E  P O S T S .

The philatelic history of a country 
closely reflects and illustrates its political 
history, its form of government, and 
often even the customs and character
istics of its national life. In no other 
could we find more substantial evidence 
of this close inter-relation of philately 
and history than in the Empire of 
Morocco.

The government of Morocco is an 
autocracy, subject to religious influences, 
which severely repress all progress; and 
the general system is as corrupt as the 
people-who administer and endure it.

From such a government, and from a 
people notorious throughout several cen
turies for brigandage and piracy, no 
properly organized postal service could 
be expected, and the natural and almost 
inevitable outcome of this lack of proper 
postal facilities was the establishment 
of Foreign Post Offices, supplemented 
by private courier posts—the latter sys
tem giving rise to abuses, corruption, 
and stamp speculation, with the result 
that practically all the “Local” stamps, 
good and bad alike, are under a ban and 
have incurred the disfavour of philat
elists.

In Morocco, not only does the postal 
system illustrate a reactionary and cor
rupt system of government; but the 
picturesque stamps of the private posts 
illustrate the characteristics of the coun
try and the Moorish people, by many 
dainty designs depicting camels, drome
daries, lions, palm trees, Moors, 
mosques, landscapes and seascapes.

The Empire of Morocco is. situated 
in the north-west of Africa, and includes 
the former kingdoms of Fez and 
Morocco; the area of the country is 
about 220,000 square miles, the popula
tion is estimated at about seven millions, 
and the present ruler is Sultan Muley 
Abdul Aziz, who succeeded in 1804.

While Morocco has no proper Gov
ernment postal system, there are ser
vices under the control of the British, 
French, German and Spanish Govern
ments ; and besides these foreign post 
offices there were various private posts 
which flourished between 1892 and 1900 
and exploited the resources of the coun
try in general and philatelists in partic
ular, and by the latter were therefore 
condemned to everlasting exeejation.

But let it be remembered that these 
Moroccan private posts were by no 
means the worst stamp-speculating sin
ners; for, prolific as they were, all their 
records for number of •varieties are eas
ily eclipsed by the British P. O.’s in Mo
rocco, from which no fewer than 87 
standard varieties were issued from 1898 
to 1907—and there are more to follow.

The foreign posts of Morocco claim 
priority of place on account of their 
greater importance, the higher status of 
their issues, and last, but not least, the 
greater number of their varieties; but 
we shall deal with the private posts at 
rather greater length, because they are 
known and even less loved!

B R IT IS H  P. O.’S IN  MOROCCO.

Great Britain competes with France, 
Germany and Spain in running courier 
mails along the coast of Morocco; and 
our own country has a long lead of the 
other powers as regards the number of 
varieties issued.

The first specially surcharged stamps 
for the British Agencies in Morocco 
were issued in 1898, when the contem
porary stamps of Gibraltar, bearing 
%-aIues in Spanish currency (100 centi-
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mos=l peseta=about 7d), were over
printed at the office of the Gibraltar 
Chronicle, with the inscription. “Mo
rocco Agencies” ; and no fewer than 70 
varieties of overprinted Gibraltar stamps 
were issued for the British offices in 
Morocco during the period 1898-1905; 
and in 1907 a set of eleven contempor
ary stamps of Great Britain (King Ed
ward VII.) were overprinted with the 
same inscription, but with the addition 
of new values in the Spanish currency. 
There was however a set of seven of our 
late King’s stamps overprinted with the 
inscription “Morocco Agencies,” but 
without any overprint of new values, 
and these latter labels are said to be for 
parcel post.

T H E  F R E N C H  P. O'S.

To our neighbors across the Channel 
belongs the distinction of having issued 
the first series of overprints for Mo
rocco; for as early as 1891 a long set of 
the familiar French “Peace and Com
merce” stamps were overprinted simply 
with a new value in the Spanish cur
rency, there being, curiously enough, no 
name overprinted to indicate the issu
ing of these stamps specially for Mo
rocco. These stamps were succeeded 
by a special series bearing the inscrip
tion “Poste Français Maroc,” with over
printed values in Spanish currency, 
and curiously enough the over
printed “centimo” values correspond 
numerically with the original “cents” 
values on the contemporary French 
stamps; and this numerical identity 
holds good in all the values except the 
higher ones in “pesetas.”

And whilst speaking of currency we 
might here express how grateful and 
comforting is our feeling that the fol
lowing outlandish currency has never 
been adopted for the currency of any 
Moroccan stamps:—1 Mitkal=10 ounces 
=40 b!ankeels=24 floos=slightly over 
3d. What a “money” table ! Fancy 
asking for a “ten ounce” postage stamp !

The stamps of the “Sower” type of 
France overprinted “Maroc Gouverne
ment Provisiore 1907” are bogus. Speak
ing of bogus stamps of French origin, 
we might also mention that most of the 
private posts of Morocco were run by 
enterprising French firms, as is evident 
hy the characteristic French inscriptions 
“Postes,” or "Chiffre Taxe” ( Postage 
Due), found on most of these private 
locals ; whilst those of Spanish origin 
are distinguished by the familiar Span
ish inscription “Corrcos.”

T H E  GERM A N P. O.'S.

Though the “Fatherland” was about 
eight years behind France in the sur
charging of stamps for the Moroccan 
mails, the Germans soon made up for 
lost time in the competition for quantity 
of varieties, for during the period 1899
1907, there were 46 varieties of con
temporary German stamps overprinted 
with the inscription “Marocco,” and new 
values in Spanish currency.

T H E  S P A N IS H  P. O.'S.

Last and least of the foreign offices 
in Morocco come those maintained by 
the Spanish Government, and only thir
teen varieties of Spanish stamps were 
overprinted “Corrco Espanol Marrue
cos,” and this set of thirteen values 
(J4c—10 pes.) covers the period 1903-9. 
We might also mention that in the Span
ish fortified seaport and convict settle
ment of Melilla. on the north coast 
of Morocco, special stamps of heraldic

design were issued in 1894 for the Span
ish soldiers in the garrison.

T H E  P R IV A T E  AND LO C A L PO STS.

Having now briefly reviewed the three 
hundred odd issues of the foreign of
fices in the Empire of Morocco, we have 
next to consider a group of about 150 
varieties of stamps issued in the pri
vate local posts of that troubled coun
try, which has been so plagued with its 
Sultans and stamp speculators.

These Moroccan locals arc generally 
considered and condemned as utterly 
worthless; but exceptions must at least 
be made in the case of the issues in
scribed “Mazagan—Maroc,” "Mogndor—- 
Marakescli,” and “Tanger—Fez.”

Considered as a whole, the Moroccan 
locals are picturesque stamps, and well 
produced; and thus they possess an 
attraction which is as deceptive as that 
of many other beautiful objects. How
ever, as most of these stamps have been 
obsolete for several years, and are by 
no means common, perhaps philatelists 
will eventually favour them with a 
kindlier regard; especially considering 
that the Moroccan private posts com
pare very favourably with the foreign 
posts as regards the number of vari
eties and provisionals issued.

In our review of this interesting group 
of stamps, we purpose adopting the usual 
alphabetical order of classification, and 
instead of confusing the tyro with 
synonyms, we had better follow the 
writer’s usual practice of spelling geo
graphical names as they arc spelled on 
the stamps themselves.

Alcazar—Ouassan:—Alcazar is a town 
of the former kingdom of Fez; it is 
situated on the Strait of Gibralter, and 
was taken by Alphonso, King of Portu
gal in 1468. A British consular repre
sentative was established in this town. 
Ouazzan is a small picturesque hillside 
town, famous as a religious centre.

The pretty set of seven speculative 
stamps (5c—1 franc), issued in 1890 
for the private post, Alcazar to Ouaz
zan are all of one type which bears a 
well engraved picture of a dromedary 
as the central feature of the design.

The issue was suppressed within a 
month of issue by the Shercef (prince 
or ruler) of Ouazzan.

Fes—Mequines:—Fez is a holy city, 
the chief commercial centre, and one 
of the metropolitan cities of Morocco. 
In the 13th century Fez was the capi
tal of an independent kingdom; three 
centuries later it was conquered and 
annexed by Morocco. In 1905, British, 
French and German missions were sent 
to Fez to urge reforms; these the Sul
tan admitted to be necessary, but de
sired a conference of the Powers. 
Britain declined, and the question be
came acute between France and Ger
many, but later on a satisfactory agree
ment was reached, and a British consul 
was established at Fez. Mequinez is 
a royal burying place, about 35 miles 
from Fez, and, like the latter, is a 
metropolitan city.

The locals for Fez and Mequinez con
sist of one set of eight stamps, all of 
one type, bearing a portrait of a Moor, 
and this set was supplemented by a 
corresponding series of eight “Unpaids,” 
which are of a less dainty design, and 
hear the initials “F. M.” as the only 
indication of the post by which they 
were issued.

Fes—Sefro:—Sefro is an inland town



iii N. Morocco. The stamps issued un
der the title “Fez—Sefro,” are utterly 
worthless and probably never saw these 
places.

Masagau — Asemour — Marakech:— 
Mazagan is an almost deserted seaport 
near the Atlantic, and was opened to 
foreign trade, and here also a British 
resident was established. The place is 
situated at a distance of about ciglu 
miles from Azemottr, and 120 from 
Marakech the Moroccan capital.

The set of seven speculative stamps 
issued under the above heading in 1898 
are all oblong and of real beauty.

Masagan—Maroc:—This was the first 
and best of the private posts of Moroc
co; the first stamp (25c) appearing in 
1892, and shortly after a new value 
(10c) was made by surcharging.

In 1893 an ugly set of stamps ap
peared, which bore the names “Mazagan- 
Marakech"; and here we might remark 
that “Morocco.” “Maroc(co),” “Marra- 
kesch,” and “Marakech,” are synonyms 
for the capital of Morocco. After the 
issuing of a couple of provisionals, a 
new set of stamps appeared in 1897 
and these latter stamps are of great 
beauty, depicting as they do a char
acteristic Moorish scene.

The set of seven “Unpaids,” issued 
simultaneously with these pictorial 
stamps, arc “nondescript,” stamps which 
hear the familiar French inscription, 
“Chiffre Tax,” and these particular 
“Postage Dues” can be recognized by the 
kneeling dromedary which apparently 
supports a large shield on which is the 
numeral of value.

This private post fitly celebrated the 
incoming of the 20th century by issu
ing another pictorial set of oblong 
stamps, all of which arc bi-coloured and 
of a dainty design,

Mogador—Agidir:—Mogador is a port 
with a small harbour and is an em
porium of trade, Agidir is an inland 
town in the south.

The solitary set of seven stamps, 
all bi-coloured, issued in 1900 from these 
places are all of one type, the central 
feature of the design being an African 
lion.

Mogador—Maroc:—As in the case of 
“Mazagan and Maroc,” which changed 
the spelling of the latter place to “Mara
kech,” so the stamps of “Mogador— 
Maroc” changed to “Mogador—Marra- 
kesch” ; and it really appears as though 
the enterprising “postal officials” of some 
of these private posts created varieties 
simply by changing the spelling of geo

graphical names instead of by the less 
original method of changing paper, 
watermarks and perforations!

The 1895-6 issue inscribed “Mogador— 
Marrakesch” are a handsome set of rec
tangular stamps all of a type bearing 
a design which looks like a panel pic
ture of Paradise !

SaM—Marakech:—Saffi is one of the 
Moroccan ports opened to foreign trade 
and in which a British consular repre
sentative was established. The lovely 
set of seven oblong stamps, issued there 
in 1899, are notable for bearing the fin
est seascape to be seen on any stamp.

Tanger—Arisila:—Tanger is a sea
port and health resort on the Strait of 
Gibraltar, and possesses a castle, and 
the town is surrounded by a wall. It 
was taken by the Portuguese in 1471 
and ceded to Charles II of England on 
his marirage with Catherine; but the 
“merry monarch” did not think the port 
worth the expense of its upkeep, and 
in 1683 he caused the works to be blown 
itp. Arizila is a seaport in the kingdom 
of Fez, and was formerly a Roman 
colony and a place of considerable im
portance ; but now does not contain 
more than 1,000 inhabitants.

The set of eight stamps issued under 
the above heading in 1900 hear a “geo
metrical” design—a marked departure 
from the usual landscape or marine 
view.

Tanger—El Ksar:—El Ksar is an in
land town of minor importance.

The set of eight oblong stamps issued 
from this post in 1898 are of one type, 
the design being that of a ship.

Tanger—Fes:—Palm trees surround
ing a rectangle in which is a large nu
meral of value form the principal feature 
of the design of the set of eight stamps 
(5c—5 francs) issued by the enterprising 
French firm which originated this post 
in 1893; and curiously enough this firm 
and several others apparently forgot 
that Spanish currency not French, was 
in use in Morocco, but this “oversight” 
is a minor matter!

Tangier—Morocco—Laraiche: — Tan
gier, of course, is another form of 
“Tangcr” ; and Laraiche is a strong 
port open to foreign trade, and pos
sesses a castle and a good harbour.

The set of six stamps emanating 
from this source are crudely designed 
and are all of one type; the central 
figure of the design being a full length 
of a creature bearing a remote resem
blance to a human being! The “artist”

from whose inspired soul the design 
came, seems to have intended to cari
cature Peary setting out for the Pole!

Tangier—Telonan:—Tetouan is an
other port in which a British Consul re
sides, and from this port considerable 
communication is kept up with Gibral
tar,

The most striking feature of the set 
of live stamps issued from this source 
in 1897 is the benevolent countenance 
of the lion depicted as lying under the 
shade of a palm tree. The kind creature 
was evidently snap-shotted while indulg
ing in an “after-dinner nap,” and there’s 
a smile that won’t come off! These 
stamps arc also curious as being nonde
scripts ; and the solitary Spanish word 
“Correos” is the sole inscription, ex
cepting the value.

Tetuan—Maroc—Chcchouan:—The set 
of seven stamps bearing the above cum
bersome inscription, together with the 
date “1896” and comparatively small 
figures of value in the lower corners, 
are all of one type—a geometrical rather 
than a pictorial design. Here again 
the values (5 centimes—1 franc) are 
in French currency; but “accidental dis
crepancies” of this sort are not much 
worse than many inverted surcharges, 
etc., in our current catalogues.

Tetouan—El Ksar:—Instead of the 
customary camel or dromedary, a 
mounted horse forms the central fea
ture of the design of the set of six 
stamps issued by the promoters of thfs 
private post in 1897; and this set is the 
last of our list of Moroccan locals.

We might, however, mention the Span
ish stamps surcharged for Tetouan in 
1909, anil these latter like the French 
“Tangcr stamps issued in 1891, though 
really regarded as “government” locals 
are of the same “kidney” as many of 
the private locals we have just re
viewed.

In conclusion, the writer desires to 
express the hope that those of his read
ers who do not exclusively "go by Gib
bons” and banish all private posts from 
off the face of the earth (whilst collect
ing Brunei, Caymans, &c.), may be in
terested in this elementary introduction 
to the issues of the Empire of Moroc
co—a curious country which even in 
the 20th century cannot boast of a 
properly organised government postal 
service; whilst those philatelists who 
have no love for “locals,” will, by learn
ing more about such stamps, better know 
what to avoid.—Stamp Collectors’ Fort
nightly.
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