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By-Laws of the American Philatelic Society
As Adopted at the Seventh Annual Convention, August 15, 16, 17, 1892, and Amended at the 
Subsequent Conventions, including Amendments 
Adopted at the Twenty-ninth Annual Conven­tion, August 11, 12, 13, 1914.

ARTICLE I.—Capital Stock.
Section 1. Every certificate of stock 

issued by this society shall be for a sin­
gle share only and shall be subject to 
the  following term s and conditions: 
T hat the holder thereof has accepted 
the said certificate w ith the understand­
ing th a t it can be issued or transferred 
only to a person who has been duly 
elected a member of the Society in the 
m anner provided by its By-Laws, and 
who is not the  holder of any other share 
or certificate of its capital stock. That 
no transfer of said stock, or the certifi­
cate thereof, shall be valid unless made 
upon hte books of the Society and sign­
ed by the member transferring  the same, 
or his lawful attorney, and attested by 
the Secretary, and upon re tu rn  of the 
outstanding certificate, which shall be 
cancelled and filed by the Secretary. 
T hat the holder Is liable for the pay­
m ent to the  Society of the annual dues 
provided for by the  By-Laws, until the 
said stock certificate is surrendered to 
the  Society, and is not entitled to vote 
said stock so long as he is in any man­
ner indebted to the Society. That the 
Society has a  first lien on the said stock 
and all increm ents thereof for all indeb­
tedness of the holder to the Society, 
and th a t no transfer thereof shall be 
perm itted so long as the holder is so in­
debted to the Society; and th a t the pos­
session of said certificate shall not be re­
garded as evidence of the ownership of 
the holder, or his righ t to participate as 
a  stockholder, unless it appears upon 
the books of the Society, th a t all said

conditions have been duly complied 
with. T hat the ownership of said stock 
shall a t all times be subject to th e  pro­
visions of the By-Laws. T hat upon the 
expulsion of the holder, or his resigna­
tion, or the dropping of his name from 
the roll of membership for non-payment 
of dues or other indebtedness to the So­
ciety or any of its  departm ents, his 
stock shall revert to the Society, and 
his certificate become and rem ain null 
and void.

Sec. 2. Every certificate of stock 
shall be signed by the President and 
countersigned by the Secretary, and 
sealed with the corporate seal of the 
Society, and shall he duly numbered 
and entered in the stock book to be kept 
by the Secretary for th a t purpose. A 
charge of twenty-five cents shall be 
made for a duplicate certificate in case 
of loss.

Sec. 3. Certificates of stock shall be 
valued a t $1.00 each, and all money re- 
seived for stock certificates as provided 
for by .Article II, Section I, shall be kept 
by the T reasurer in a  separate and in­
violate fund to be known as th e  Stock 
Fund, the Interest of which may be ap­
plied to current expenses; and the  
T reasurer shall place th is fund at in ter­
est in such m anner from tim e to time 
as the Board of Directors may approve 
or direct

ARTICLE II.—Membership.
Section 1. Any person desiring to be­

come a  member of th is Society shall file 
with Its Secretary an  application in the
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form prescribed from tim e to tim e by 
the Board of Directors, signed by one 
member of the Society, and, if the appli­
cant is of legal age, accompanied by one 
or more commercial references, which 
commercial references shall not be the 
firm, or a  member of the firm, of which 
the proposer is a  member, and if th e  ap­
plicant has not attained the age of 21 
years, he m ust accompany his applica­
tion with a  bond signed by some respon­
sible person, obligating him self for the 
proper fullfillm eut of the applicant’s 
prom ises and obligations to the Society 
in case the applicant is adm itted, such 
guaran to r to furn ish  one or more com­
mercial references. Said application 
m ust be accompanied by the  sum  of 
11.00, for one share of stock and the 
am ount of dues for th e  rem ainder of the 
fiscal year, ending August 31, the whole 
to be refunded if admission is refused. 
The Secretary shall acknowledge the re ­
ceipt of each application, stating  the date 
when the applicant will become a mem­
ber, provided no objections are received. 
The Secretary shall cause the name, age, 
occupation, and address of each applicant 
and the name of his references and bonds­
men to be published in the Official Jou r­
nal, and if no objection shall he received 
by the Board of Vice-Presidents within 
one month after publication, the appli­
cant shall become a member In ease the 
Board of Vice-Presidents shall receive 
any objections to the admission of any 
applicant they shall notify the Secretary 
thereof, and proceed to investigate the 
case, and may accept or reject the appli­
cant In their discretion, and shall certify 
their resu lt to the  Secretary, who shall 
thereupon proceed accordingly.

Tn case the Secretary is advised that ob­
jections to an applicant have been re ­
ceived by the Vice-Presidents, he shall 
continue to publish the  applicant’s name 
in the  Official Journal, hut under such c ir­
cum stances the applicant shall not be­
come a member until the Secretary be ad­
vised by the Board of Vice-Presidents th a t 
they, a fter investigation, have accepted 
the applicant.

Sec. 2, As i t  is im portant to the well­
being and prosperity of th is Society th a t 
all members thereof should be persons of 
good repute, every person applying for ad­
mission thereto agrees to become subject 
to such rules of discipline as may be pro­
vided by the By-Laws from  tim e to time. 
All charges of im proper conduct on the 
part of any member of the Society shall 
be addressed in w riting, accompanied by 
affidavit of the tru th  of the charges, and 
all obtainable proof, to the Board of Vice­
Presidents, who shall Investigate and de­
trem ine the same under such rules as they 
may prescribe; and report their findings 
thereon to the Board of D irectors who 
may, in their judgm ent, suspend or expel 
such member, and declare his stock for­
feited to the  Society, and th e ir  action 
shall be final and binding on all parties. 
Should the Board of Directors deem It 
advisable, they may, however, certify 
the case for consideration to the next 
convention of the Society, and such con­
vention shall have the same powers in the 
case as the Board of Directors.

Sec. 3. The annual dues shall be $1.80 
to a ll members, payable in advance, to the 
Treasurer, on the first day of September 
when the fiscal year shall commence; pro­
vided, th a t every new member for any un­
expired portion of the first fiscal year 
after his admission to membership shall 
pay a t the ra te  of fifteen cents per month, 
or fraction thereof, from the date of his 
application.

No assessment other than  the annual 
dues shall be levied except on recommen­
dation of the Board of Directors, pub­
lished in the  call for an annual conven­
tion, sepcial meeting, or m ail vote, and 
adopted by a vote of two-thirds of all the 
stockholders voting thereon; provided, 
th a t the number of affirm ative votes shall 
be not less than one-third of the whole 
num ber of stockholders entitled to vote.

Sec. 4. In  case any member fails to 
pay the annual dues or any indebtedness 
to the Society or any departm ent there­
of, within th irty  days from the tim e the 
same are due, the T reasurer shall notify 
such delinquent member, and unless such



dues or debts are  paid w ith in th irty  days 
thereafter, the T reasu rer shall notify the 
Secretary, by whom his name shall be 
stricken from the  rolls, and his stock 
shall be declared forfeited to the Society, 
and his name shall be om itted from th e  
prin ted  membership list. The Secretary 
shall notify the Sales Superintendent to 
debar from the privileges of the depart­
m ent any member whose name shall have 
been dropped from  the rolls.

Any stockholder or branch society hav­
ing resigned in  good standing, or any 
stockholder or branch society whose name 
shall have been stricken from  the rolls 
for non-payment of dues or debts as 
aforesaid, may be reinstated on paym ent 
of such debts, and $1.00, plus the am ount 
of dues for the rem ainder of the current 
year, and a share of stock bearing the ori­
ginal stock number shall be reissued, and 
in case of reinsta tem ent of a  branch 
society, a  charter certificate bearing the 
original num ber shall be reissued, in  
ease of m inors a  new guaran tee shall be 
required, and in the case of members who 
have been suspended for more than one 
year new references shall be required.

Ail applications for reinstatem ent shall 
be published in the Official Journal and 
treated in the same m anner as is pro­
vided for an ordinary application for 
membership.

Sec. 5. Any stockholder in good stand­
ing may a t any time tender his resigna­
tion to the Secretary, and surrender his 
stock certificate to the Society. All resig­
nations received by th e  Secretary shall be 
published in the next Official Journal, and 
if no objections are received within one 
month of the date of the publication, they 
shah be duly accepted by him, to take 
effect from the date of their receipt, but 
no stockholder will be perm itted to re­
sign while indebted to the Society. In 
case the Secretary is in doubt as to the 
advisability of accepting the  resignation 
of any stockholder, he shall refer the 
m atter to the Board of Vice-Presidents, 
who shall have the power to decide the  
case, and, if they deem advisable, to p re­

scribe conditions on which the resigna­
tion shall be accepted.

Sec. 6. No stockholder of the  Society 
who has not attained the age of twenty- 
one years shall be eligible to any office.

Sec. 7. Any Philatelic Society outside 
the United States and possessions may 
be elected by the Board of Vice-Presidents 
upon the recom m endation of the In te r­
national Secretary, or by the Society in 
convention assembled, as an honorary cor­
responding member, and shall receive 
all publications of the  Society and shall 
be exempt from dues; such honorary cor­
responding mem bership shall not carry 
the righ t to vote or hold stock. A list of 
such members shall follow the branch 
societies in  the annual list of members.

ARTICLE i l l .—Meetings.
Section 1. The annual meeting of the 

stockholders of th is Society, to be des­
ignated as the Annual Convention, shall 
be held each year a t such date and such 
place, within or w ithout the s ta te  of Min­
nesota, as may have been selected by the 
last preceding Annual Convention, and 
the publication in the Officiai Journal of 
the proceedings of the  convention, nam ­
ing such tim e and place, shall be deemed 
sufficient notice of such m eeting; but the 
President shall also issue a call for the 
Annual Convention, stating  the time and 
locality of convening thereof, to be pub­
lished in the num ber of the Official Jo u r­
nal issued not less than  sixty days prio r 
to the holding of such convention.

Sec. 2. Special m eetings of the stock­
holders of th is Society may be called by 
the Board of Directors, or by one hun­
dred stockholders of th is Society. Notice 
thereof sbal! be mailed to each stock­
holder, a t  his last known address, a t least 
sixty days before the date fixed for hold­
ing said meeting, and a copy of such no­
tice shall be published in  the Official 
Journal a t least one m onth before the 
tim e of holding such meeting.

Sec. 3. if In the opinion of the Board 
of Directors i t  should be advisable a t any 
tim e, or in case one hundred stockholders 
so request, the  President shall call for a
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general vote of the shareholders upon any 
desired question. Notice th a t such call 
has been issued shall be given in the 
Official Journal, a t least one m onth be­
fore the date when the vote is to be count­
ed. The vote shall be in the form desig­
nated by the President, with the assen t of 
the Board of Vice-Presidents. The call 
and the form shall each state  the  tim e and 
place a t which the count is to take place, 
and a copy of each shall be mailed to 
every person appearing upon the books of 
the Society as entitled to vote as a  stock­
holder th irty  days before the vote is to 
be counted. The vote shall be signed by 
the stockholder and sent to the Board of 
Vice-Presidents; and no vote shall be 
counted unless in tlie form prescribed a t 
the date when the call was mailed. Any 
stockholder shall have the rig h t to be 
present and witness the count. The re­
su lt shall be certified by the Board of 
Vioe-Presidents to the President, who 
shall announce the resu lt In th e  next 
number of the Official Journal. A m a­
jo rity  of the votes cast shall determ ine 
the question submitted, but the By-Laws 
can be amended only as hereinafter pro­
vided.

Sec. 4. All stockholders of the Society 
who are present a t any of its  meetings 
shall be entitled to participate in the 
proceedings; but only those not indebted 
to the Society shall be entitled to vote in 
person, or by proxy, a t any annual con­
vention, at any special meeting, or upon 
any question subm itted to a  general vote.

No member -f the Society shall be al­
lowed to vote more than fifty proxies.

Sec. 5. A quorum for the transaction 
of business a t any convention or special 
meeting shall consist of lonedtalf the 
stockholders there represented in person 
or by proxy; but the By-Laws can be 
amended only as hereinafter provided.

Sec. 6. No director of th is Society shall 
be perm itted to  act for or vote as proxy 
for any other stockholder of th is Society.

Sec. 7. A t all meetings of the Society 
all questions of order and parliam entary 
law shall be determined by reference to 
Robert’s Rules of Order.

Sec. 8. At all m eetings of the Society, 
all reports of officers and committees and 
all resolutions m ust be presented in w rit­
ing

Sec. 9. A t the annual convention, the 
P resident shall appoint the following 
standing committees:

A Committee on Finance;
A Committee on L ib rary;
A Committee on Sales Departm ent;
A Committee on Branch Societies;
A Committee on Resolutions;
A Committee on Place of Next Conven­

tion; each to consist of th ree  members.
A Committee By-Laws, to consist of the 

President, who shall be chairm an of the 
committee, and four o ther members.

The following shall be the order of busi­
ness:

FIRST SESSION.
1. Call to Order.
2. Reading of Call.
3. Report of Committee on Creden­

tials.
4. Reading of M inutes of last Conven­

tion.
5. P resident’s Address,
6. Appointment of Committees.
7. Reports of Officers.
8. Reports of Perm anent Committees.
9. Communications.

10. Assigned Matters.
11. New Business.

SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS.
1. Call to  Order.
2. Supplem entary Report of Committee 

on Credentials.
3. Communications.
4. Assigned Matters.
5. Unfinished Business.
6. New Business.
7. Reports of S tanding Committees.
8. Reports of Special Committees.
Sec. 10. At all special meetings of the 

Soc ety, the President shall appoint such 
of the  foregoing committees as are neces­
sary, and the foregoing Order of Busi­
ness shall be followed so far as the 
necessities of the occasion will perm it.



ARTICLE IV.— Directors.
Section 1. The Board of D irectors of 

th is  Society shaii be designated as the 
Board of Directors, and shall consist of 
nine members, who shall all be citizens of 
the United States.

Sec. 2. Each Director shall be a  stock­
holder of the Society, and shall hold his 
office un til the  close of the  next annual 
convention, an d  un til his successor shall 
have qualified. At least five of their num­
ber shall he collectors and not dealers by 
profession; and a t least seven of their 
num ber shall be residents of different 
states. Three of the Directors shall serve 
as a Board of Vice-Presidents and m ust 
reside w ithin a radius of th ir ty  miles, 
and in case of the three Vice-Presidents 
being from the same sta te  or locality as 
ano ther candidate for Director, the Vice­
Presidents will take precedence over the 
o ther candidate, even though he have a 
g reater num ber of votes.

Sec. 3. Im m ediately a fte r the annual 
election of Directors, they shall choose 
from  their num ber a President, Secretary, 
T reasurer, and Internationa! Secretary, 
and appoint such officers and committees 
as a re  required by the By-Laws to be ap­
pointed by the Board of Directors. The 
two Directors no t holding any of the 
above offices shall be known as Directors- 
at-large.

Sec. 4. The Board of Directors may 
m eet a t  such tim es as they from tim e to 
tim e determ ine, or whenever called to­
gether by the P resident by a  notice ad­
dressed to each D irector a t  h is last known 
address, by m all or by telegraph, a  suffi­
cien t time before hand to enable him to 
reach th e  place of meeting. Five mem­
bers of the Board shall constitute a  quor­
um for th e  transaction of business.

Sec. 5. To expedíate th e  transaction 
of business by the Board of D irectors they 
m ay take m ail votes upon any question in 
the following m anner; Any member of 
the  Board desiring to subm it any m atter 
for therfr action m ay reduce the sam e to 
w riting  in the form of a  motion and shall 
m all a  copy thereof upon a separate sheet 
of paper to  each member of th e  Board.

Any comments or observations he  desires 
to make thereon m ust be on a  different 
sheet. Upon receipt of such motion each 
member shall w rite upon the sam e sheet 
of paper his vote for or against the same, 
or any correction or am endm ent thereof 
he may wish to make, and forward th e  
same by re tu rn  mail to th e  President, who 
shall in  case any am endm ent shall be 
offered, forthw ith mail, or cause to be 
mailed a  copy of the motion as amended 
to each member of th e  Board who shall 
re tu rn  the same by re tu rn  mall, with his 
vote for or against the  same, or the ex­
pression of his preference for the  orig i­
nal motion. The President shall, upon 
receiving the  ballots of the o ther mem­
bers, certify to th e  Secretary the result, 
accompanying the certificate with original 
ballots. The Secretary shall file the 3ame 
and record the  vote, notifying the other 
members of the Board of the result.

Sec. 6. The Board of Directors shall 
exercise a  general supervision over the  
affairs of the Society and all Its officers; 
may make rules for th e  conduct of busi­
ness in th e  several departm ents not in ­
consistent with these By-laws; m ay re ­
quire special reports from any officer from 
tim e to tim e; may remove any officer ap­
pointed by them as provided by statute, 
fill any vacancy l r  th e ir  own num ber a ris ­
ing from any cause except removal by 
stockholders, as provided by statute, and 
generally m anage and control the  business 
of the Society, as provided by law,

ARTICLE V.—Duties of Directors.
Section 1, President—The President in 

addition to  the general duties of his office, 
shall preside a t all meetings of the  Society 
sign all certificates of stock and all w ar­
ran ts  on the T reasurer for moneys ex­
pended by the Society, as well as con­
tracts, deeds, bonds, notes and other obli­
gations entered in to  by the Society, in­
cluding the  approval of bonds of th e  Sec­
retary, T reasurer and Sales Superinten­
dent, as provided in these By-laws. Prior 
to each annual convention he shall issue 
the call therefor, as provided for in A rti­
cle III, Section 1; shall appoint a commit­



tee of fire members on Credentials, and 
a Committee of A rrangem ents to provide 
suitable rooms and make other p repara­
tions for holding said meeting, the ex­
penses incurred by such committee in 
performance of their duties to be defray­
ed from the general fund of the Society 
At each annual convention he shall ad ­
dress th e  Society on such m atters of in ­
terest as he shall determine.

Sec. 2. Vice-Presidents.—The three D i­
rectors elected as Vice-Presidents shall 
select one of their num ber to act as 
chairm an of the Board of Vice-Prpsidents 
who shall perform all the duties of the  
President in case of the absence, death, or 
disability of the President. The Board of 
Vice-Presidents shall decide all questions 
arising as to the admission of applicants 
for membership, as provided in Article 
II, Section 1, and shall investigate all 
questions of discipline, as provided in 
Article II, Sections 2, 4, and 5, and all 
disputes and difficulties between members 
or officers of the Society, as provided iii 
Article II, Section 2. They shall approve 
the form of ballot to be used a t all elec­
tions and prepare an unauthorized form 
of proxy to be used a t  all conventions.

The Board of Vioe-Presidents from 
time to time, and a t least every th ree 
months, shall make report of their pro­
ceedings to the President, for publica­
tion in the Official Journal, and shall 
m ake a full report of th e ir  proceedings 
to the annual convention.

They shal! keep a m inute book of al! 
proceedings and a file of correspondence, 
which they shall tu rn  over to their suc­
cessors when qualified

All expenses for postage, stationery, 
telegrams, and registry fees shall be cer­
tified by the chairm an, and be paid from 
the general fund.

They shall elect, one of th e ir  num ber to 
act as  recorder, who shall have charge of 
th e ir records and keep th e ir  minutes.

Sec. 3. Secretary.—The Secretary in 
addition to  the ordinary duties of his 
office, shall keep a  record of all proceed­
ings of th e  Society and Board of Direc­
tors, conduct ail correspondence, have the

custody of and preserve all documents, 
have suctody of the corporate seal of the  
Society, seal all documents required to be 
sealed therew ith , keep proper books of is­
sue and transfer of stock certificates, is­
sue all stock certificates, membership 
cards, and receipts, countersign, register, 
and a tte s t all documents signed by the 
President. He shall also keep a set of 
loose leaf ledgers for members in good 
standing, as well as for past members, 
each separate  page of which shall rep re­
sent a  stockholder, and shall have all 
data  regarding his application and adm is­
sion in to the Society clearly se t forth, 
together w ith a  record of the annual pay­
m ent of dues, or the date of suspension, 
expulsion o r reinstatem ent. He shall, u n ­
der the supervision of the President, ed it 
the official m atter published in the Official 
Jou rn al; provided, th a t if there  shall be a 
disagreem ent between th e  President and 
Secretary as to the advislabllity of the 
publication of any m atter, said m atter 
shall be subm itted to th e  Board of Direc­
tors. He shall also receive ali applica­
tions for membership, made publication 
thereof in  the Official Journal, and con­
duct all correspondence in  reference there­
to, as provided in Article IT, Sectionl, 
and notify applicants of th e ir election. H e 
shall furnish a copy of the  Charter and 
By-Laws and the list of members of the 
Society to each mem ber in good standing. 
He shall receive all resignations and ap­
plications for reinstatem ent, etc., as pro 
vided in Article II, Sections 4 and 5, and 
perform  all such duties as are incident to 
his office. He shall pay ail funds collected 
by him  from any source to the T reasurer 
each m onth. He shall prepare and present 
to each arnuial convention, and to any 
special meeting, when so required by the 
Board of Directors, or th e  stockholders 
calling th e  same, the general report of 
the condition of the Society, required by 
law to be made by the Directors, together 
with a  complete financial statem ent of 
th e  transactions of his departm ent for the 
year, accompanied by all of his books of 
account and record. He shall cause to be 
published in each num ber of the Official
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Journal, in addition to the  list of appli­
cants, resignations, etc., of members, a re­
port of all proceedings of the Board of 
Directors, or of the  Society, since his 
last published report. He shall a t all 
tim es be subject to the direction of the 
P resident o r Directors in the performance 
of h is duties. He shall be paid all tran s­
portation expenses to and from the con­
vention, and $5.00 per day during the ses­
sion. He shall be allowed his reasonable 
exponses for postage, stationery and p rin t­
ing, for which purpose $100.00 of the So­
ciety’s money shall be in his hands, which 
fund shall be reim bursed on the first of 
each month by w arran t on the General 
Fund to the extent of the expenses of the 
preceding month, so th a t on the first of 
each month th is fund will always equal 
$100.00. In addition he shall be allowed 
th e  sum of $200.00 per year for his 
fu rth e r use in the prosecution of the du­
ties of his oilice.

He shall give bond to the Society in the 
sum of not less than $500, said bond to be 
obtained a t the  expense of the Society, of 
some Surety Company to be approved by 
the  President.

Sec. 4. T reasurer.—The Treasurer shall 
receive and take charge of all moneys, 
property, and securities of the Society. 
He shall collect all dues and make nionih- 
ly reports of his receipts and disburse­
m ents showing balance of cash on hand, 
to th e  Secretary, who shall publish it in 
the Official Journal. Among his accounts 
shall be kept a separate suspense account, 
to which shall be credited all moneys re­
ceived for other than  current accounts. 
He shall pay out no money except on war­
ra n ts  regularly  drawn on him by the 
President and Secretary, and shail pre­
sen t to the annual convention a complete 
financial statem ent of th e  transactions of 
h is  departm ent for the year, accompanied 
by the proper vouchers, all his books of 
account, a cashier’s certificate of the 
am ount of money on deposit at th e  date of 
such statem ent, and any and all such 
o ther papers and instrum ents as may be 
requisite for a complete auditing of bis 
books and accounts. He shall deposit all

moneys in some bank, to be designated by 
the Board of Directors to the account of 
the Society, and shall give bond to the 
Society in the sum of not less than $8,­
000, said bond to be obtained a t the ex­
pense of the Society, of some surety com­
pany to be approved by the  President. He 
shall be allowed his reasonable expenses 
for postage, stationery, and prin ting, and 
in addition thereto the sum of $25.00 per 
year, which shall be in full for all other 
incidental expenses.

Sec. 5. International Secretary.—The 
International Secretary shall conduct all 
correspondence for the Society o r the 
Board of Directors, with individuals or 
societies in foreign countries. He 3hail 
whenever called on to do so, assist the 
Secretary or any other officer of the So­
ciety, in their correspondence concerning 
the  business of th e  Society and their sev­
eral departm ents. He shall perform  all 
the duties of the Secretary whenever the 
la tte r is absent or tem porarily unable to 
perform his duties. He shall present to 
the Annual Convention a full report of 
the proceedings of his departm ent for the 
year.

He shall report regularly to the Ver­
trauliches Korrespondenz-Blatt th e  chan­
ges in membership so long as th is Society 
continues interested in its  publication. He 
shall, so far as possible, report to the 
Board of Vice-Presidents any publication 
in foreign journals of Items affecting the 
welfare of th is Society or its  individual 
members.

Sec. 6. The two Directors-at-large shall 
have special oversight of all the  branch 
societies, and I t  shall be th e ir  duty to 
promote the organization of such societies.

ARTICLE VI.—Elections.
Section 1. All elections of Directors 

shall be conducted under the supervision 
of the  Committee on Credentials, appoint­
ed by the President for th a t purpose, 
which shall consist of five stockholders. 
The ballot shall be signed by the  stock­
holder voting and delivered to the Com­
m ittee on Credentials, and may be sent to 
the Committee in any m anner desired by



the stockholder, and a t any tim e before 
the closing of the polls for th a t election. 
At all such elections a  plurality  of votes 
cast shall elect, except as provided in Ar­
ticle IV, Section 2, in  regard to Vice-Presi­
dents, bu t no vote shall be counted that 
shall not have been received before the 
closing of the polls, nor shall any stock­
holder be perm itted to vote in any other 
than the  prescribed form, o r  by proxy, or 
to change h is vote a fte r it has once been 
received by the Committee.

Sec. 2. The polls for the annual elec­
tion shall close, a t noon of the  day pre­
ceding the day appointed for the open­
ing of the annual convention, a rd  a t all 
special elections a t such times as shall 
be named in the call for the election.

Sec. 3. The Secretary shall cause blank 
forms for the ballot and proper envelopes 
for enclosing th e  same to be mailed to the 
last known address of each stockholder 
entitled to vote at least sixty days before 
the date fixed for closing the polls, and 
the form  of the ballot shall be designated 
in all published notices of the election.

Sec. 4. The special election to fill va­
cancies in the Board of Directors, pro­
vided for by the statues of the State of 
Minnesota in case of the removal of a 
Director by the stockholders, o r in case 
of the want of a  quorum  of qualified Di­
rectors, shall be conducted as far as pos­
sible in the  same m anner as o ther elec­
tions; bu t in  case the election is called by 
the stockholders, they may prescribe and 
send ou t the form of ballot, necessary en­
velopes for enclosing th e  same, and notice 
of the election, which shall, however, as 
fas as possible, conform to the  ordinary 
forms in use in the Society.

Sec. 5. All special elections of officers 
to be elected by the stockholders shall be 
conducted in the same m anner as other 
elections, bu t shall be called by the Presi­
dent, and notice thereof shall be mailed 
to the last known address of each stock 
holder entitled to role, a t  least sixty 
days p rio r to  the date fixed for the count­
ing of the vote, and shall be accompanied 
by the form of the ballot to be used, pro­
per envelopes for enclosing the same, and

shall designate the tim e and place of 
holding the election, the persons who are 
to act as  Committee on Credentials, and 
such other inform ation as shall facilitate 
the  sending of the vote to  the Committee.

Sec. 6. P rio r to every annual or special 
election, nom inations for the office or 
offieces to be filled may be sent by any 
five members or any branch of the Society 
to the Secretary, and all such nom ina­
tions received by him shall be published 
in  the num ber of the Official Journal 
nearest to sixty days p rio r to the date 
for closing the polls.

Sec. 7. Cumulative voting shall be il­
legal a t any election.

ARTICLE VII.—Officers and Standing 
Committees.

Section 1. In  addition to the  nine 
Directors, the officers of the Society shall 
be:

A Sales Superintendent;
An Exam iner of Sales Books;
An Editor, of the American Philatelist;
An Attorney;
A L ibrarian;
An A ssistant L ibrarian, and
A Counterfeit Detector.
Sec. 2. In addition to th e  officers as 

named in Section 1 of th is Article there 
shall be the following Perm anent Com­
m ittees:

An E xpert Committee;
A Committee on Philatelic L itera tu re;
A Committee on Philatelic Index;
A Committee on Philatelic Hand Books;
A R ecruiting Committee, and
An Obituary Committee.
Sec. 3. All of the officers and Perm a­

nent Committees mentioned in Sections 
1 and 2 of this Article shall be appoint­
ed and subject to removal by the Board 
of Directors, as provided for by the laws 
of Minnesota, and shall m ake a  full re­
port of th e ir proceedings to the Annual 
Convention and to the Board of Directors 
or any special m eeting of the Society, 
when called upon to do so. Their terms 
shall expire when their successors shall 
have been appointed and qualified. In 
case any such officer is tem porarily pre­
vented by sickness o r o ther cause from
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perform ing his duties, the Board of Di­
rectors may, in its discretion, appoint a  
substitute to  act during such incapacity. 
No expense shall be incurred by any 
officer or standing committee appointed 
by the Board of Directors, except for pos­
tal and express charges, until the  same is 
authorized by the  Board of Directors.

Sec. 4. Sales Superintendent.
(a) The 'Sales Superintendent shall 

conduct the Sales D epartm ent in accord­
ance w ith the provisions of this section 
and of the sections of Article VIII of 
these By-laws.

(b) He shall give bond to the  Society 
in the sum of $10,000, for the  stric t 
and faithful perform ance of his duties 
and proper rendering of true  accounts for 
all moneys, stamps, or o ther property re­
ceived by him, w hether for the Society or 
individual owners, and until he has notice 
from the  Secretary of the  Society th a t the 
bond tendered by him, w ithin a reason­
able time, after his appointm ent, has been 
approved and accepted by the President, 
he shall not ask or advertise for, or re­
ceive from the preceding Superintendent 
o r from individual members, any stamps 
o r o ther philatelic property for his de­
partm ent.

(c) The Sales Superin tenden t shall 
on the  first days of October, Janu ary , 
and April, respectively, rnahe to the 
Board of V ice-Presidents a  q u arte rly  re ­
port of the  affairs of his departm ent, 
including a  full and accurate balance 
sheet of such bookkeeping en tries as 
shall sa tisfy  said Board, taken from  his 
books upon the  la s t day of the  preced­
ing m onth; and no t less than tw enty nor 
m ore th an  th irty  days prio r to the  open­
ing day of th e  A nnual Convention he 
shall m ake to said Board an  annual re ­
port, covering the transac tion s of the 
dep artm en t for the  p ast year, and in ­
cluding sim ilar balance sheet or en ­
tries. Said reports  shall be audited by 
said Board, who may a t any tim e m ake 
or cause to be m ade by them selves, or 
a com m ittee, or agent, appointed by 
them , such exam ination as they may 
deem expedient of said Sales Superin­

ten d en t’s books and accounts and of 
th e  affairs of his departm en t, and shall 
cause such an  exam ination  to  be m ade 
in connection w ith  the  aud iting  of the 
annual report, and  shall subm it said an ­
nual repo rt with th e  rep o rt of such ex­
am ination  and th e ir  recom m endations 
on said repo rt and exam ination to  the 
ann ua l Convention. The approval of 
th e  Sales S u p erin ten d en t’s reports  by 
the said Board shall n o t be construed 
as an adm ission by th e  Society of accu­
racy of said repo rts  or as a release by 
the Society of e ith e r said S uperin ten­
dent or th e  su re ty  on his official bond 
from  1 iabillty  to  th e  Society or any 
m em ber thereof for any breach of duty 
on his part.

(d) The B oard of V ice-Presidents 
may for cause suspend the Sales S uper­
in ten den t and requ ire  him to deliver 
and  tu rn  over all accounts, books and 
o ther property  of his departm ent, to ­
gether with all stam ps then in posses­
sion of said departm ent, to them  or to 
such person as they may designate as 
Sales S uperin tendent, pro tem pore, who 
shall exercise ail powers of Sales Super­
in ten den t until the  Board of D irectors 
shall tak e  fu rth e r action in th e  m atter.

(e) The Society shall provide ac­
count books fo r th e  Sales S uperin ten­
dent. Such account books and the cor­
respondence of the dep artm en t shall be 
and rem ain the property  of th e  Society; 
and sha ll a t all tim es be open to the 
exam ination of the  B oard of Vice-Pres­
idents and th e ir  rep resen ta tives duly 
authorized. Except for the purchase of 
such hooks, th e  Sales S uperin tenden t 
shall pay all expenses of the depart­
ment.

(f)  Upon re tir in g  from  office the 
Sales S uperin tenden t sha ll tu rn  over to 
hts successor all Btamps in his hand3 as 
such S uperin tenden t, to gether w ith all 
books of account, official correspond­
ence, papers, in strum en ts, moneys, and 
evidences of indebtedness belonging to 
th e  departm ent, and the  business of the 
departm ent shall th e rea f te r  be conduct­
ed by th e  new Sales Superin tendent.
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All sum s due the departm en t shall he 
collected by the new Sales S uperin ten­
dent, who shall pay therefrom  to his 
predecessor such com m issions as the 
la t te r  may have earned thereon, also 
the  requ isite  paym ents to the Insurance 
Fund, and all balances due from the  
departm en t to m em bers a t the tim e of 
his assum ing the office. Upon a change 
of S uperin tenden ts the Board of Vice­
P residen ts shall give notice to  ail p a r­
ties i n terested , by publication in the 
Official Jou rn a l, calling on them  to file 
w ith the Board a s ta tem en t of th e ir 
claims against the dep artm en t within 
th ir ty  days, so th a t the outgoing S uper­
in ten d en t’s accounts may be properly 
audited and he be given an honorable 
release. The Board of V ice-Presidents 
shall also cause an exam ination to be 
m ade of his books and accounts, and 
upon the expiration of the  period of 
th ir ty  days from publication of the 
above prescribed notice shall send to 
each m em ber who has not filed accounts 
and whose nam e appears on the Super­
in tenden t's  books a  s ta tem en t of his ac­
count, and in defau lt of acknow ledg­
m ent w ith in th ir ty  days th e reafte r, such 
account shall be deemed correct

(g ) The Saies Superintendent shall 
assess a charge of one-half of one per 
cent, upon the  net cash value of all 
books of stam ps sen t him for circulation 
in th e  departm ent, im m ediately upon 
th e ir a rriv ing  in his hands, with a m ini­
mum charge of ten cents per book, and 
shall rem it on re tirem en t of such books 
the sum s so assessed to the T reasu rer 
of the  Society, who shall keep it in a 
special account, known as the  Insurance 
Fund. The Superin tenden t shall re­
ceive all claims for paym ent desired by 
ow ners ou t of the Insurance Fund, for 
w hatever cause, and shall subm it the 
facts and papers of every case to the 
Board of V ice-Presidents, who, if they 
approve, shall certify the  case to  the 
S ecretary  of the Society who shall th e re ­
upon draw  a w arran t upon the T reas­
u re r  against the Insurance Fund, in the 
reg u la r m anner pursued for paym ents

from o th e r funds. If a t  any tim e the 
Insurance Fund becomes insufficient to 
m eet any such w arran t so draw n against 
it, the sum shall be paid the ow ner out 
of the G eneral Fund of the Society, and 
shail subsequently  be tran sfe rred  to th a t 
fund from  th e  Insurance F und , as soon 
as the assessm ents duly collected shall 
juffice.

(h) The S uperin tenden t shall subm it 
to the  E xam iner of Sales Books all 
books seu t in for circulation, remove 
from books sent him for circulation all 
stam ps which are  clearly  and obviously 
counterfe its or non-governm ental re­
prin ts, and re tu rn  all stam ps removed 
by him or by the E xam iner of Sales 
Books, as provided in the  next section, 
a t  once to the  owner of the book from 
which they came, sta ting  the price a t 
which they were m arked, and the  value 
to which the book has been reduced by 
th e ir  rem oval; and he shall place the 
words, “ Specimen Rem oved,” with at 
least one of his in itia ls  in the space thus 
left vacant.

A fine of twenty-five (25) cents shall 
be imposed upon the ow ner of any book 
of stam ps subm itted  for circulation for 
any and every counterfe it contained in 
such book, unless said stam p, or stam ps, 
shall he of less catalog value than tw en­
ty-five (25) cents in which case the fine 
shall he the  catalog value of such stam p; 
such fine to  go to the Exam iner of Sales 
BookB, or such o ther expert as he may 
call to his assistance, sub ject to the  con­
ditions of the following paragraph .

The action of the Exam iner of Sales 
Books or o ther expert shall be final and 
binding upon all parties. In the event 
the ow ner of such stam p or stam ps, so 
removed, being dissatisfied w ith the de­
cision of the expert's  action, he shall 
have a r ig h t to appeal from their de­
cision to  the  C ounterfeit D etector a t his 
own expense, and the  decision of the 
C ounterfeit D etector shall be final. In 
case such stam p, or stam ps, a re  found 
by the C oun terfe it D etector to be genu­
ine, then the fine shall be removed, and
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the expense of the  exam ining shall be 
borne by the  E xam iner of Sales Books.

(i) T he  S up erin ten den t shall furn ish  
to m em bers of th e  Society control 
stam ps, and a t a cost no t exceeding five 
cents each, books for holding stam ps to 
be c ircu la ted  in th is departm en t, of such 
form as may be approved by th e  Board 
of V ice-Fresiden ts; provided, th a t they 
be p rin ted  on one side of the  leaf only, 
contain space for ten  ordinary  adhesive 
stam ps on a page, have successive n u ­
m erals no t less th an  an inch in height 
on the reverse or unused side of each 
leaf, and contain no advertisem ents save 
of th e  Society or Its Sales D epartm ent.

( j)  He may refuse to circu la te  any 
stam ps no t m ounted in ihe books so pro­
vided by him , or books contain ing  an 
excessive am ount of display, notes, or 
rem ark s  by th e  ow ner; or any books for 
any reason previously approved by the 
Board of V ice-Presidents; and he may 
decline to send stam ps to any m em ber 
or to a foreign country when It shall he 
shown to th e  satisfaction  of the Board 
of V ice-Presidents th a t custom s, law s or 
o ther conditions m ake it im practicable 
or undesirab le  for th e  departm en t to do 
business with such a m em ber or in such 
country .

(k )  W hen all th e  preceding du ties 
shall have been sa tisfac to rily  perfo rm ­
ed, as occasion dem ands, or no charge 
or notice to the con trary  be in the  hands 
of th e  Board of V ice-Presidents, the 
S uperin tenden t shall be allowed to re­
tain  for him self a com m ission of twelve 
and one-half per cent, ou t of the 
am ounts rem itted  to  the selling ow ners 
upon the  sales then  settled  for, made 
th rough  the  reg u la r  circuits of th e  de­
partm en t, and already  paid for by cash 
to him . no t including settlem ents ou t 
of th e  Insurance F un d  for th e ft or o th­
er losses of all or any part of th e  cir­
cuit. He shall also receive a sa lary  of 
$25.00 per annum .

Sec. 5. E xam iner of Sales Books—  
The E xam iner of Sales Books shall pass 
upon the  genuineness of all stam ps, etc. 
th a t may be sen t to the Sales Superin­

ten den t before such stam ps, etc., are 
p u t upon the  exchange circuits.

He shall rem ove from  all books all 
stam ps th a t  he considers coun terfe it or 
rep rin t, w ith the exception of rep rin ts  
sold by the  governm ent orig inally  issu­
ing the  stam ps they represen t and re ­
ceivable for postage a t th e  tim e of th e ir 
sale by th a t  governm ent, also all stam ps 
which have been repaired  or m anipu­
la ted  for the purpose of increasing their 
value, unless so m arked by the owner, 
and  re tu rn  them  to the  Sales S up erin ­
tenden t, together w ith the  num ber of 
th e  book from  which they cam e, the 
nam e of th e  ow ner of such book, and 
th e  price a t  which they are  m arked; 
and shall place the  words “ Specimen 
Rem oved,” with a t least one of his in ­
itials, in the space thus left vacant.

Sec. 6. E d ito r of the  Am erican P hil­
atelist.^— The E d ito r  sha ll ed it a ll adver­
tis ing  and reading m atter excepting 
official m a tte r  o rig inating  w ith the 
P res id en t o r Secretary , and shall invite 
lite ra ry  con tribu tions and pass upon the  
sam e for publication.

He shall solicit and arran g e  a ll ad­
vertisem ents. He shall collect a ll mon­
eys due on advertising  accounts and 
shall tu rn  the sam e over to the T reas­
u re r  w ith ou t deduction , im m ediately af­
ter the  issuance of each num ber, ac­
com panied by an itemized sta tem en t 
showing specifically on which con tracts 
paym ents have been m ade and the  sev­
eral am ounts; such moneys to be placed 
in the G eneral Fund. He shall in  gen­
era l act as business m anager in ail m at­
te rs  perta in ing  to the publication of the 
Am erican P h ila te list.

The ed ito r’s com pensation shall be 
$100.00 per year in addition to postage 
and p rin tin g  expenses; which shall be 
paid to  him  by w arran t on th e  general 
fund.

Sec. 7. A ttorney.— The A ttorney 
shall endeavor to collect and se ttle  any 
claim s th a t may be sen t him by mem­
bers of th is  Society against any person 
w hatsoever, o r to recover any stam ps, 
etc., th a t  they are  unable to secure the
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re tu rn  of. I t  shall also he his duty, when 
so ordered by the  Board of D irectors, to 
see th a t proper steps are tak en , and the 
proper au th o rities  notified, to  secure the 
prosecution of any m anu fac tu rer of or 
dealer in forged stam ps, etc.

He m ay charge for his service all ac- 
ual disbursem ents for postage, sta tion ­

ery, etc., and ten per cent of a ll am ounts 
recovered; provided, th a t in case of col­
lections m ade for the  Society he shall 
charge only actual d isbursem ents w ith­
out commission.

Sec. 8. A ssistant L ib ra rian .—-It shall 
be the du ty  of the A ssistant L ib rarian  to 
preserve, and properly care for the rec­
ords of the Society as received from re­
tirin g  officers or hoards, and  he shall 
fu rth e r  receive all g ifts to the  Society of 
prin ted  m atter, and a ttend  to binding 
the sam e, and shall a t proper tim es for­
ward the sam e to the L ib rarian  for per­
m anent care.

He shall also, upon receip t of postal 
notice giving the name of th e  book de­
sired to be taken from the library  advise 
the m em ber of the  cost of carriage, up ­
on receipt of which the book shall be 
forw arded. Ho. shall also keep a record 
of all books passing th rough his hands.

Sec. 9. C ounterfeit D etector.— The 
C ounterfeit Detector shall when called 
upon to do so, pronounce upon the gen­
uineness of the  specimens sen t him by 
members, charging th e re fo r five cents 
for each specimen if five or m ore stam ps 
are  subm itted at one tim e, bu t if less 
than five stam ps are subm itted at one 
time th e  charge shall be twenty-five 
cents; except th a t the prices for ex­
am ination of all surcharges as well as 
cancellations shall be 15 cents per 
stamp Postage or expense of carriage 
m ust in a ll cases be defrayed by owners.

H e shall no t be required  to  pass upon 
the  genuineness of any surcharge or 
stam ps which can be plated . He shall 
also have the rig h t to refu se  to pass on 
such stam ps as in his opinion should go 
to the  E xpert Comm ittee.

Sec. 10. E xpert C om m ittee.— It shal] 
be the  duty of th is com m ittee to  p ro­

nounce upon th e  au then tic ity  of any 
stam p subm itted  for th e ir opinion. They 
shall r e tu rn  to th e  sender a  certificate of 
th e ir findings in each case, th e  sam e to 
bear a  photograph of the stam p in ques­
tion to  be signed by all m em bers of the 
com m ittee. F or the  exam ination of each 
stam p th e  com m ittee shall receive the 
sum of $1.00. T his am ount m ust ac­
com pany each stam p so subm itted .

Sec. 11. Com m ittee on P h ila te lic  L it­
e ra tu re .— I t shall be the du ty  of th is  
com m ittee to  report, th rough  the col­
um ns of the  Official Jo u rn a l, upon ail 
new catalogues, handbooks, m anuals, 
and papers th a t a re  b rough t ou t during  
the  y ea r; to sum m arize the  sam e in 
th e ir  annual rep o rt for publication in 
the Y ear Book, and  to m ake such de­
ductions or suggestions in re la tion  th e re ­
to as m ay, in th e ir judgm en t, seem to 
be w arran ted  or called for.

Sec. 12. Com m ittee on P h ila te lic  In­
dex.— It shall be th e  du ty  of th is com­
m ittee to  compile and  com pare for publi­
cation an index on ph ila te lic  lite ra tu re .

Sec. 13. Com m ittee on P hilatelic  
Hand Books.— I t  shall be th e  du ty  of 
this com m ittee to u n d ertak e  the publi­
cation as opportun ity  offers of P hilatelic  
H and Books th a t shall be of low cost 
yet w orthy of the nam e of the American 
P h ila te lic  Society. The conditions under 
which said  books be issued shall be left 
to  th e  Com m ittee, whose p lans for publi­
cation shall be endorsed by the Board of 
V ice-Presidents before defin ite action be 
tak en ; bu t, in case the  publish ing of 
any such book involves th e  expenditure 
of m oney from th e  treasu ry  of the  So­
ciety, i t  sha ll be necessary for the Board 
of D irectors to consent to  such expendi­
tu re  before the  approval of the  Board of 
V ice-Presidents sh a ll become operative.

Sec. 14. R ecru iting  Com m ittee.— The 
R ecru iting  Com m ittee shall p repare and 
dissem inate li te ra tu re  calcu lated  to  im ­
press upon th e  ph ila te lic  public the many 
advan tages to be derived from  affiliation 
w ith th e  Society. They shall also inves­
tiga te  th e  stand ing  of app lican ts upon 
the request of any officer of the Society.
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Sec. 16. O bituary C om m ittee,— I t  
sha ll be th e  duty of th is  com m ittee to 
secure du ring  the year such facts about 
deceased m em bers as will be of general 
in te rest, to  publish them in the Official 
Jo u rn a l from  tim e to time, and to  bring 
them  to ge ther in th e ir  an n u a l report in 
th e  form of a sum m ary for publication 
in the P roceedings of the Society.

ARTICLE VIII.
Section 1. E very member of the So­

ciety whose dues are  paid for the  cur­
ren t year is en titled  to partic ipate  in the 
privileges of th e  Sales D epartm ent ex­
cept as provided in Article VII, Section 
4, p a rag rap h  j, or un til he becomes a 
deb tor of th e  Society or any of its de­
p artm en ts  of m ore than two weeks’ 
stand ing , or Is suspended by the Board 
of D irectors in  accordance w ith the  pro­
visions of A rticle II, Section 2, of these 
By-Laws, o r  has been dropped from 
circuit lists by the Sales D epartm ent for 
non-paym ent of fines, as provided in 
Section 2 of th is Article.

Sec. 2. A m em ber who desires to be 
placed on c ircu it lists, m ust m ake appli­
cation to the  Sales S uperin tendent, s ta t­
ing his wish and he will be irrevocably 
taken thereby to prom ise and pledge 
him self to abide for so long as he parti­
cipates by ail the rules for the  conduct 
of this departm en t now contained in 
these By-Laws in th is  A rticle or Article 
VII, Section 4, o r elsew here, and any 
which m ay h e rea fte r  be m ade, by am end­
m ent to these By-Laws, or by the Super­
in ten den t for m atter properly w ithin 
his discretion . Every m em ber who re ­
ceives books on circuit agrees to give a 
w ritten  receip t for them  to the preced­
ing m em ber from  whom they are  re ­
ceived, and to take a like w ritten  receipt 
from the  m em ber next on c ircuit to 
whom he delivers them ; to pay a fine of 
ton cents per day for each day a  circuit 
is kept by him over th ree  days, not 
counting Sundays or legal holidays, 
which fines shall be collected by the Sup­
e rin ten d en t and paid over by him to the 
T reasu re r for the Insurance F un d ; to

account for every space from  which he
rem oves stam ps by placing therein  au 
adhesive control stam p fu rn ished  by the  
Superin tendent, and properly cancel­
led, or by w riting his full nam e in ink  
in the  space from  which th e  stam p has 
been rem oved, or by placing th ere in  any 
other m ark  previously approved in w rit­
ing by the S uperin tenden t; and im ­
m ediately upon forw ard ing  a  circuit to 
send to the  S uperin tenden t a report 
sheet containing a  m em orandum  of th e  
total value of all th e  stam ps reported 
upon each time regard less of w hether or 
not he, as an owner, has a t  the sam e 
time stam ps c ircu la ting  in the d ep art­
ment, or any o ther consideration o r debt 
due or claimed by him  from  the  So­
ciety. Every m em ber agrees by his 
participation  in the departm en t to pay 
the Society the full priced value of any 
circuit traced to him , for which he can 
show no w ritten  receip t from any o ther 
m em ber; and the  value of any stam ps 
found by the  S uperin tenden t to be m is­
sing from  books which have passed 
through the hands of said m em ber, 
e ither by reason of the  disappearance of 
any stam p from a space n o t accounted 
for, or the  loss of an  en tire  page ou t of 
a book, or several pages, if he has not 
im m ediately upon receipt of the dam ­
aged book notified the  m em ber pre­
ceding him on circuit, and ad justed  the 
m atter with him. The S uperin tenden t 
shall suspend from participation  in the  
departm ent any m em ber for uon-pay- 
m ent of fines or fa ilu re  to m ake re ­
ports prom ptly, or to accompany them 
with th e  requisite  rem ittance, or upon 
notification from the T reasu rer th a t said 
m em ber has been a  debtor to the  Society 
for more than  two weeks, or a t  th e  re ­
quest of th e  Board of V ice-Presidents, 
and any m em ber so suspended shall be 
restored to the privileges of partic ipa­
tion again, only by a vote of the Board 
of V ice-Presidents, certified to the Sup­
erin tenden t in w riting  before being ac t­
ed on by him.

Sec. 3. Any m em ber who desires to c ir­
culate stam ps in the departm en t m ust
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send them  to the S uperin tenden t m ount­
ed in p rop er books furn ished  for the 
purpose, w ith his nam e on the  cover, 
the  price visible near each specimen, 
and the  to ta l value of th e  book in the 
place provided on its cover. C ounter­
feits, non-governm ental rep rin ts , bulky 
entires, and books excessively w ritten  in 
will not be circulated , and the  S uperin­
tenden t m ay fu rth e r refuse circulation 
in accordance with the  provisions of 
A rticle VII, Section 4, of these By-Laws. 
Every ow ner partic ipating  agress to 
m ake cash rem ittances for any stam ps 
he may buy, during  the tim e bis stam ps 
are  in the departm ent, exactly like any 
o ther purchasing m em ber of th e  Society 
and subm it to  the  assessm ents for the 
Insurance F un d  and S uperin tenden t's  
commission, when made stric tly  in ac­
cordance with the  provisions of the By­
Laws. Claim s for losses shall be m ade 
to the S uperin tenden t, and paym ent ac­
cepted by w arran t on th e  T reasury , as 
provided in A rticle VII. Section 4, of 
these By-Laws. Claims for paym ent for 
substitu ted  stam ps shall alw ays be ac­
com panied by the substitu ted  stam ps in 
the books as received by the ow ner, and 
such sub stitu ted  stam ps shall become 
the property of the Society, to  be sold 
for the benefit of the Insurance Fund 
upon paym ent of the claim m ade by the 
owner.

ARTICLE IX.— Official Jou rn a l.
Section 1. The Am erican P h ila te list 

shall be the Official Jou rn al and shall be 
published as often as once a m onth, and 
more frequently  if the Board of Direc­
to rs  shall so determ ine. I t shall be ed­
ited by tb e  E d ito r and approved by the 
P resident for publication.

The C harter, th e  By-Laws as am ended 
a t the annual convention, the full report 
of tbe convention proceedings, the  rules 
of all departm en ts which may no t be in ­
cluded in th e  General By-Laws, and the 
revised list of members, officers. Branch 
Societies, etc., shall be published as soon 
as practical. The list of m em bers shall 
be arranged  alphabetically , num erically

and geographically; and the  specialties 
of each m em ber, if fu rn ished  by him, 
shall be indicated by proper reference 
m arks. The nam es of m inors shall be 
m arked in the a lphabetical lis t with an 
asterisk , th e  significance of which shall 
be explained in a foot note on each page.

R eports of officers, com m ittees and 
B ranch Societies sha ll be published in 
the  Am erican P h ila te lis t from  tim e to 
tim e, together with such lite ra ry  m atte r 
as the E d ito r may deem expedient, sub­
je c t to the  approval of th e  P residen t,

A dvertising shall be adm itted  sub ject 
to  the approval of the  E ditor, a t a ra te  
to be determ ined by th e  P resident.

Ten copies of each issue shall be sen t 
to each D irector, if he shall so request, 
ten  to the A ssistant L ib rarian , and one 
copy each to such lib raries and o ther in­
s titu tio n s  as may be approved by the 
P residen t. Copies to th e  public, or extra 
copies for m em bers, shall be sold by the  
E d ito r a t  fifty cents for the  issue con­
ta in in g  th e  m em bership list, twenty-five 
cents for the  issue containing the  con­
vention proceedings, fifteen cents for the 
issue containing the By-Laws, and ten 
cents for regu lar num ber w ith o u t sup­
plem ents. The yearly subscription to 
non-m em bers shall be one dollar. The 
proceeds of all sales, subscrip tions and 
advertisem ents shall be tu rned  in to the 
1'reasury, All copies of the  Am erican 
P h ila te list on hand a fte r  one year from 
date of issue shall be tu rned over to  the  
A ssistan t L ib rarian . T he expense of 
publishing the  Am erican P h ila te lis t shall 
be paid from the General F und.

Sec. 2. The Secretary, im m ediately 
a fte r the convention, shall request bids 
for the p rin ting  of the Am erican Phila­
te lis t, and the  con trac t shall be aw arded 
by the Board of D irectors, who may a t 
th e ir  discretion reject any or all bids.

ARTICLE X.— B ranch Societies.
Section 1. Branch societies of th is So­

ciety may' be form ed as follows:-—A 
charte r may he issued by th e  Board of 
Vice-Presidents for such a  branch so­
ciety on form al application to such
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B oard ; provided th a t shall have adopted 
a  nam e and ru les for th e ir  governm ent, 
and shall subm it a copy of th e  sam e 
w ith a list of the m em bers, a t  the  tim e 
the  application is m ade; and provided 
th a t th e  said ru les of the branch so­
ciety are  no t inconsisten t with th e  C har­
te r  and By-Laws of the Society.

Sec. 2. F ive or m ore stockholders re ­
siden t in  th e  locality, or twenty-five 
stockholders residen t in the sam e state, 
shall be necessary before a ch a rte r can 
be granted .

Sec. 3. Local and s ta te  b ranches so 
form ed shall be num bered in regu la r or­
der, in consecutive series, and each shail 
be know n by its num ber, in addition to 
the nam e selected by it ;  provided, th a t 
th e  nam e of the s ta te  branch includes 
the nam e of the  S ta te  for which it is 
chartered .

Sec. 4. Branch societies may adm it 
to m em bership persons no t stockholders 
of the Am erican P h ila te lic  Society, but 
such m em bers shall have no vote on 
m atters  perta in ing  to the Am erican 
P hila te lic  Society.

Each branch shall fu rn ish  to  the Sec­
re ta ry  of the Society the nam e and a d ­
dress of its  Secretary, to whom all offi­
cial com m unication shall be sent. At 
each annual convention said officer shall 
m ake a  report show ing the num ber of 
m eetings his branch has held du ring  the 
year, th e  num ber of m em bers in good 
standing  and any m atte rs  perta in ing  to 
the work of the Branch Society. Upon 
request of the Board of V ice-Presidents, 
the  Secretary of any Branch shall fu r­
nish any inform ation which the Board 
may request perta in ing  to the m em ber­
ship and work of said Branch.

All changes in the by-laws of a branch 
society shall be approved by th e  Board 
of V ice-Presidents before the sam e can 
become effective. In the  event th a t the 
m em bership in any Branch is reduced to 
iess th an  five m em bers or in the event 
th a t  a branch refuses or fails to com­
ply w ith any of th e  above requirem ents, 
the Board of V ice-Presidents may sub­
m it th e  facts to th e  Board of D irectors,

as in the case of a  m em ber, fo r thé  
purpose of having th e  revocation of the 
ch a rte r of such offending branch voted 
upon.

No person, who may be elected an 
honorary  m em ber by any branch, unless 
he or she is a m em ber of the  Am erican 
P h ila te lic  Society in good standing , shall 
be perm itted  to vote or tak e  any active 
p a r t in the business proceedings of the 
branch with which affiliated.

Sec. 5. Each branch society so o rgan ­
ized shall be required  to subscribe for, 
acquire, and hold, in the nam e of such 
branch, one share  of the capital stock of 
th is  Society and may vote the  sam e by 
proxy.

ARTICLE IX .— Property.
Section 1. All officers shall, a t th e  ex­

p ira tion  of th e ir te rm s of office, deliver 
to  th e ir successors all books, papers, 
moneys, and o ther p roperty  in th e ir  pos­
session belonging to th e  Society, and 
they shall not be relieved from th e ir 
bonds or obligations un til th is req u ire ­
m ent be complied w ith.

Sec. 2. The records of the Board of 
V ice-Presidents and of the Board of Di­
rectors shall he tu rn ed  over to th e  As­
sistant, L ib rarian  for safe keeping a fte r  
two years have elapsed from  the  final 
ad justm en t of tlie sub ject of such rec­
ords. These records shall be obtainable 
from the  A ssistant L ib ra rian  a t any time 
th a t  reference to them  is necessary, up­
on w ritten  request of the Board in 
which they orig inated.

Sec. 3. A duplicate form record book 
shall be kept, one by the S ecretary  and 
one by the P residen t, wherein shall be 
securely fixed a duplicate of each form  
or p rin ted  m atter th a t is used by any 
officer to whom is delegated executive 
power. All such blanks or form s shall 
have prin ted  on them  in a  noticeable 
place ‘‘Form  approved by Board of Di­
rec to rs” (date  to fo llow ); said approval 
to apply to th e  necessity of issuing and 
to form , and also to sub ject m a tte r  ex­
cept as otherw ise provided in th e  By­
Laws.
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ARTICLE X II.— Am endm ents.
Section 1. The By-Laws of th is So­

ciety m ay be a lte red  or am ended only 
by the  consent of tw o-th irds of the 
stockholders voting on such a lte ra tion  
o r am endm ents; provided, th a t such 
tw o-th irds sha il constitu te  a th ird  of ail 
th e  m em bers of the Society entitled  to 
vote. A m endm ents may be m ade a t the 
A nnual Convention, or a t  any special 
m eeting, or by a  general vote, as pro­
vided for in  A rticle III, Section 3, and 
the action of the A nnual C onvention or 
special m eeting in am ending the  Ry-

laws shall be final, If such proposed 
am endm ents sha ll have been published 
in the Official Jo u rn a l a t  least th ir ty  
days prio r to the date of such conven­
tion or m eeting. B u t any am endm ent 
to the By-Laws adopted by any conven­
tion or special m eeting which was not 
so published, and any R ules or By-Laws 
passed by the Board of D irectors shall 
be subm itted  to  a general vote, as p ro­
vided by A rticle III, Section 3, in case 
one hundred stockholders en titled  to 
vote sha ll so request of the P resident 
w ithin sixty days from  the  publication 
of the sam e in th e  Official Jou rn al.








