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“  I  s h a l l , although with g rea t re lu cta n ce ;

vote for tbie Bill, and I earnestly recommend 
your Lordships to do likewise. It is a measure 
which has been most anxiously looked for by the 
country; at the same time it is one on whiclf* 
theie lias been much doubt and on which it 
must be confessed there is increasing doubt.” 
buch was tiie characteristic peroration of the 
speech delivered in the House of Lord» by 
the great Duke of W ellington on the 5th of 
August, 1889, on the second reading of the Benny 
Postage Bill moved by the Prime Minister, Lord 
Meujocrnjj. The victor of Waterloo did not 
see his way to the advantages of cheap postage 
any more than he had foreseen the benefits of Par­
liamentary Reform or of Catholic Emancipation; 
but in the first, os in the last-named, case his 
practical wisdom led him to yield to the force of 
circumstances, and to submit to the inevitable. 
In 1889 lie had asked “  how the King's Govern­
ment was to be carried on ”  unless concession» 
were made to the Catholics ; in 1889 he had 
tacitly to ask how the (¿cekn’s Government was 
to be carried on when he admitted that if the 
Peers rejected the Cheap Postage Bill the 
Ministry, supported by the House of Commons, 
woeid liavo the power to destroy the whole re­
venue of the Post Office, so that the evil which 
he thought the Bill might do if it became law 
might still bo practically effected if it wera 
never passed at all. As it fortunately happened, 
the Bill did pass. It received the Royal assent 
at the end of the Session, and on the 10th 
of January, 1840, the most important social 
measure of the nineteenth century came into 
operation. It is altogether fitting that the 
Jubilee of Postal Reform, which occurs on the 
loth of next month, should be appropriately 
celebrated, and we are glad to learn that the anni- 
veraary is to bo solemnised by a grand banquet, at 
which the Postmaster-General will preside, and 
to v. hich all the living past Postroasters-Goneral 
will bo invited. The dinner will take place on 
the 15th proximo, and will be followed at a later 
diito by a public function to commemorate the 
auspicious event. Of the nature of this function the 
public is for the nonce necessarily uninformed; 

j but we are entitled to hope ana expect that some
¿.¿¿¿twill be taken to mark the occasion in a 
manner both generous and dignified by bestowing 
some substantial reward of a more durable nature 
than mere beef and pudding on the hard-working, 
subordinate officials and letter-carriers of the 
General Post Offco.
_ Ingratitude is an immemorial sin, and it fol­
lowed iu ti e history of mankind close on the heels 
of disol edience. Are wo sufficiently grateful for 
the immense benefits which civilisation has de­
rived from the Penny Post P The young, and 
even the middle-aged, may fail, perhaps, to grasp 
the reW dimensions of the boon conferred fifty 
years ago on the British people by R owland 
H ill aud his fellow-workers ; but the elderly 
must preservw as acute a remembrance of tho 
times when there was no cheap postage as of the 
days when there were no lucifer matches, no 
photographs, no steel peus, no electric telegraph, 
few eteamboats, and fewer railroads. Every­

body knew when the new postage law came 
into force in 1840 that the reformed svsteiirillust 
be worked for some considerable period at a loss ; 
tut few, even to the most sdnguine, among the 
financial prophets could form the remotest idea 
of the cubic ratio of increase which would take 
place in the delivery of letters. In the last year of 
costly postage, 1889, some eighty-two millions of 
letters were distributed, including about six mil­
lions and a half of “  franks.”  In 1840 the distri­
bution rose to a hundred and sixty-nine millions, 
aud in 1851 to nearly six hundred and seventy 
millions. Let this progressive and prodigious in— 
cieast in the national correspondence be contrasted 
with an almost pathetic pa sage iu the Report of 
the Committee on Postage presented to Parlia­
ment at the beginning of 1889. The Committee held 
that the then existing high rates of postage were 
extremely injurious to all classes both in their 
individual and social capacity, interfering, as 
they did, with their progress in moral and intel­
lectual improvement, and in some degree with 
their physical weltare. These high Tates, it was con­
sidered, by restricting the transmission of letters 
of advice, invoices, and orders, were productive 
of a most serious injury to commerce ; they 
tended greatly to restrain the advancement of 
the nution in art and science ; and by circum­
scribing tho operations of the different societies 
instituted for the spread of religion, the dissemina­
tion of morality, and tho promotion of charitable 
objects, they had a deleterious effect on tho 
character of the poorer classes. Independently 
of their more direct influence in checking the 
diflusion of knowledge, they tended also, by 
the obstacles which they opposed to the writing 
and publication of books, to limit and to deterio­
rate education. Moreover they operated to the 
prejudice of health by preventing tho transniis- 
sion of medical advice and of lymph for vaccina­
tion. Again, by occasioning increased expense or 
delay tboy interfered to a serious extent with 
professional legal correspondence. Funder, thoy 
either acted as a grievous ti?. on the jioor, caus­
ing them to sacrifice their little earnings to the 
pleasure or advantage of corresponding with ‘ heir 
distant friends, or compelled thorn to forego^ .oh 
intercourse altogether, thus subtracting from the 
small amount of their enjoyments, and obstruct­
ing the growth and maintenance of their Lest 
aUections. Finally, the Committee thought that 
high postal rates led to the most extensive 
violations and evasions of the statutes for the 
protection of the Post Office revenue, and thus 
impaired that habitual respect for the law which 
it should be one of the first aims of an en­
lightened Legislature to secure. There can be 
little doubt that, were language similar to the 
foregoing used in tho Report of a Parliamentary 
Committee appointed to take evidence on some 
burning social question, there would be found a 
considerable number of critics stupid enough or 
ignorant enough to sneer at the conclusions arrived 
at as being dictated by a “ gushing”  spirit or 
couched in “  high-falutin ” terms. It is certain 
that in 1889 the schoolmaster was really abroad, 
and that a large number of earnest men—such 
as Brougham, B ikkblck, Bowsing, and Row­
land H ill—were enthusiastically anxious for the 
moral and material well-being of their poorer 
fellow-citizens, whose cause they advocated in 
words which to the present somewhat cold­

blooded age may appear, to say the least, effus­
ive. Still, calmly and impartial,y considered, 
the Report of the Committee of 1839 scarcely 
comprises a single grievance which had not then 
its foundation in fact ; and every one of those 
grievances has boon redressed by continuous 
postal reform. »

For a few months prior to the definitive intro­
duction of penny postage the experiment of a 
fourpenny rate was tried. The Government re­
ceived no fewer than two thousand proposals for 
a remodelled postage system, and among the 
opponents of the uniform penny stamp was the 
Secretary of the Geueral Post Office himself, who 
maintained that under tho cheap system tho 
revenuo could not recover itself in less than half 
a century ; that, as regards prepayment, the 
public would object to it, however low the rate 
might be ; aud, finally, that the poor would 
not be tempted, even by the bribe of a largely 
reduced rate, to write letters. To be sure, 
tho worthy official had thus much in favour 
for his concluding argument in the fact that in 
1819 a very large proportion of the poorer classes 
in England were unable to read or to write atalL 
They have since learned both arte, and the penny 
postage stamp has to an immense extent gone hand 
Li hand with the penny newspaper. The unit of 
four farthings for a letter weighing one ounce is, of 
course, still the most conspicuous aud, it may 
be said, the most important factor in modern 
postal economy ; but the colossal administration 
of St. Martin s-le-Grand have never adopted 
the doctrine that a time would come when the 
community would be content to adopt Earl 
R ussell’s memorable advice to political reformers 
“  to rest and be thankful.”  It  is a notable fea­
ture in Poet Office history that, although the 
penny stamp was a reform long and passionately 
agitated, vehemently demanded by tho majority 
of the nation, but bitterly opposed by an influ­
ential minority, the greater number of postal 
facilities granted to the public since iS40 have 
been initiated within the walls of St. Martin’s-le- 
Grand itself, and have been promulgated much 
less in compliance with the reiterated demands 
on the part of the public than as purely adminis­
trative measures, originating with, and developed 
and perfected by, the Postmaster-General and 
his advisers. It was the opinion of Charles 
D ickens that the Circumlocution Office only ex­
celled “  in how not to do it.”  Such a reproach 
cannot assuredly be-levelled at the General 
Post Office, since the aim aud end of every suc­
cessive Postmaster-General, whatever political 
principles he professed, have always been tho 
strengthening of the general efficiency of the 
department and the development of its capacity 
and its resources in aid of the requirements of 
tho community. The newspaper, the book, 
the sample, and the parcel posts; the registra­
tion of newspapers and letters, the money and 
postal order system, post-cards, postal insur­
ances and amuiitm, postal investments in the 
funds, post-office savings-banks, postal telegraphs, 
and the transmission o£ money by the same—all 
tliese distinct and welcome boons have come 
about spontaneously from the great department 
of State, tL«* last of the monopolies of the 
Crown, and the only one that for half a century 
has Been actively ami continuously beneficial to 
all classes of I *  Majesty’s subjects.



t h e  j u b i l e e  o f  t h e  p e n n y  
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This day fifty yearB ago tho public of the 
United Kingdom entered upon the enjoyment of 
the Penny Post. So much has the present' 
system become a matter of course that it costs an 
effort to realize the former state of things, and 
thero is a tendency to forget the debt we owe to 
the remarkable man whoso genius and persistence 
brought about the change. We of this generation 
who have never suffered from the inconvenience of 
high and differential rates find it, perhaps,a little 
difficult to understand the enthusiasm evoked by 
Sir Kowland Hill’ s proposal, and the excitement 
attendant upon its adoption ; still less can we 
understand the vigour with which the scheme 
was opposed by the department which now vaunts 
its results, or the scepticism with which it was 
received by statesmen and politicians. Let us con­
sider for a moment what was involved in Post-Office 
Reform when Sir Rowland Hill urged it upon the 
public, the officials, and the Ministers of the 
early years of the present reign.

Postal rates beforo Sir Rowland H ill ’ s innova, 
tion were regulated by the distance a letter tra­
velled from the post-office at which it was posted, 
by tho number of sheets of paper used for the pur­
poses of tho letter, and by weight, the latter con­
sideration entering but slightly into the question. 
Tho great roads were all carefully surveyed by 
officers of the Post Office—the title of surveyor has 
como down to the present day, though the officer 
now surveys post-offices, not roads—and tables 
of distances were kept for the calculation of rates. 
Over and above tho normal distance-rates, there 
were exceptional charges, such as packet-ratos, 
Id . for crossing the Menai-bridgo and ¿d. for con­
veyance in Scotland on a mail carriage of more 
than two wheels. Indeed, one wonders how letters 
ever reached thoir destination at all, tho time and 
labour involved in justly charging them with post­
age must, one would think, have been so great. 
The public, however, were concerned with the 
practical results of the system, and a few examples 
will show what these were. The lowest rate for a 
letter sent from London to Birmingham was 9d, ; 
if it contained a second sheet of paper, or, as it 
was called in days when one sheet served for both 
letter and envelope, an enclosure, tho charge was 
immediately doubled. From London to Edinburgh 
tho lowest rate was Is. l id . ,  and from London 
to Dublin, where two tol(-bridges and the sea 
had to be crossed, Is. 4d. It may well be 
imagined that with such rateB no one hesitated 
to send his letters by other agencies than the 
Post Office, or that, in spite of stringent 
penalties, infringements of the State monopoly 
were innumerable. Indeed, tho Post Office was 
used to defeat its own exactions. Franking 
was allowed on a prodigious scale, the weight of 
flanked letters in an ordinary mail far exceeding 
that of paying letters ; and ingenious devices 
were resorted to by which the postman was used 
to convoy intelligence gratuitously. Newspapers, 
which might, it is said, bo franked by tho 
use of the name of any peer or member of Par­
liament without his consent, were employed to 
convey personal intelligence by moans of pre­
concerted marks or catch-words. Carlyle and 
Sir Rowland Hill himself tell of their resort 
to this expedient. Blank letters wero sent 
in order to bo refused, the addressee being 
thus assured of the welfare of the sender. 
Letters were sent by carriers, friends took corre­
spondence for one another, and tradesmen enclosed 
private letters in their trade parcels and allowed 
their shoos to be used as receiving houses. It was 
estimated by no less an authority than Mr. 
Cobdon that five-sixths of the letters from Man­
chester to London did not pass through the Post 
Office; while in some towns the post was scarcely 
usod at all. By such means serious inroads 
were made on the Post Office revonuo, so that, 
despite the increasing population, there was an 
actual decrease both in tho gross and net receipts 
between 1815 and 1835. Such a result was alono 
sufficient to condemn the system as a furm of 
taxation. But the stagnation of the Post Office 
rovenuo was amongst the least of the evils of high 
and varying postal rates. Correspondence amongst 
the poor was rendered impossible : as Daniel 
O ’ Connell told Lord Melbourne, to write a single 
letter to a relative in England would have cost an 
Irish peasant a fifth of his week’ s wages. A pecu­
liarly cruel incident of tho system in the case of the 
poor wsb that letters arriving (as wus the rule) 
unpaid, wero often withheld for days, or oven 
weeks, because the money to pay the postago was 
not forthcoming. Imagine the distress of a mother, 
aware that a letter from a distant son or 
daughter, perhaps containing an appeal for instant 
succour, was lying at the post-office, but un­
able to redeem it and thus learn its contents ! 
Amongst those in easy circumstances high

ostal rates had much the same effect as deafness
as on conversation ; they restricted letter-writing 

to really important communications. In social life 
tho expense prevented anything like chatting on 
paper, and in business it impeded the interchange 
of commodities between place and place, and tended 
to maintain many markets of varying prices.

There aro no doubt moments with all of us when 
wo wish the penny post had not been invented ; 
and it may bo true that the ease with which 
frequent notes may be exchanged has killed letter­
writing ; but it would be intolerably irksome— 
how irksome no one brought up under the penny 
post can tell—to bo forced to count the cost of 
every message to a friend or business corre­
spondent. It lias often been said, and probably 
with truth, that there is no moro powerful agent 
in promoting civilization, orderly and kindly 
fellowship between man and man, than facility of 
intercourse ; and intercourse by pen and paper ' 
ranks second only to intercourse by word of 
mouth. It was in the belief that the Post Office 
might be made a potent force in promoting tho 
moral and intellectual progress of the nation that 
Sir Rowland Hill advocuted his scheme, and few 
will be found to dispute that the results have 
justified his hopes.

The Bore need of easier and less vexatious 
means of communication by letter is, perhaps, 
best proved by the enthusiasm evoked from all 
classes by Sir Rowland Hill’ s proposal. His cele­
brated pamphlet, ‘ ‘ Post Office Reform,”  was only 
published in 1837,and on tho ICthof March, 1839, 
The Times was able to writo on the subject in the 
following terms :—

Such is the degree of conviction which is carried to 
all who have bestowed soy thought upon it  that the 
only question is—and it is asked universally—w ill 
these Ministers have the honesty and courage to try 
it ? On a review  of the public feeling which it has 
called forth from men o f all parties, sects, and con­
ditions of l ife , it  may w ell be termed the cause of the 
whole people of the United Kingdom against the small 
coterie of place-holders in St. Martiu’ s-le-Grand and 
its dependencies.
This testimony was justified by the facts, A de­
putation, comprising 150 members of Parliament, 
waited upon Lord Melbourne to urge the intro­
duction of the penny post ; and tho presentation 
of petitions in its favour led-to a remarkable scene in 
tho House of Commons. Only officialsandMinisters 
wore slow to embrace the idea. The then Secretary 
to tho Post Office considered the plan a preposter­
ous one, and foretold a ruinous loss of revenue ; 
and every leading official, with the honourable ex­
ception of Mr. Peacock, the solicitor, followed stilt. 
The Postmaster-General of tho day in no way 
lagged behind in condemning tho scheme, and 
Miss Martineau has left on record an amusing 
account of tho contempt with which it was 
received in the first instance by tho Whig leaders. 
Subsequently, indeed, Lord Melbourne was con­
verted, probably more by tho strong demand for 
tho scheme than by any liking on his own 
part, and he and his colleagues made them­
selves the champions of tho project in Parlia­
ment. But Sir Robert Peel, notwithstanding 
his reputation as an economist and financier, 
opposed the Ministerial proposal both by Bpeech 
and vote. Amongst Ministers and expectant 
Ministers the certainty of an immediate loss of 
revenue and doubts of its speedy recovery were 
probably the most potent reasons against so bold 
an innovation. Had not the country spoken 
clearly and decisively, it would have been long 
before any Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
hnvo been found to throw away a million of income 
merely for the benefit of the country.
, Tho resolution affirming the expediency of “  an 
uniform rate of a Denny postage ”  was passed on
July 5, 1839, and the Act empoweringTthe
Treasury to fix rates of postago m. accordance 
with this principle was passed on the 17th of August 
in the same year. Somo temporary reductions in 
the direction of simplicity and uniformity wero 
mado on the 5th of December, and, as wo have said, 
on the 10th of January, 1840, the penny post becamo 
an accomplished fact. It is said thatthe first letter 
posted at tho new rate was handed in by an old 
schoolmaster of Sir Rowland’ s at the Birmingham 
post-office as the clock struck 12 on the night of 
the 9th. Tho chango had been well advertised, 
and tho General Post Office was naturally besieged 
on tho evening of tho 10th. Over 100,000 
letters—tho ordinary number now is about ton 
times as great—or moro than three times tho 
usual number, were handed in, and the old hall, 
now filled with sorting tables, but then open 
to tho public, was thronged with persons struggling 
to pay their postage, but not too much engrossed 
to give three cheers for the man who had so 
pluckily fought the battle of the public, Tho 
number of chargeablo loiters passing through tlio 
Post Office at once sprang up from not quite
76,000,000 in 1839 to nearly 109,000,000 in 1840. In 

I tho course of seven yeats this number was again 
doubled, and in 1855, when the first annual report 
of tho Postmaster-General was issued, it had 

I reached a total of 443,000,000. In 1839 each 
person in tho United Kingdom wrote on tho 
average three letters in tho courso of the year. In 
1854 the average number had risen to 1C, England 
standing at the head with 19, and Ireland only 
accounting for seven. At the presont day the 
number o f  letters delivered in the United King­
dom has increased to 1,558 millions, more than 
three times tho number of 1854, moro than eight 

l times that of 1840, and more than 20 times 
the circulation in the last year of varying 
rates. The number of letters written per head 
of the population has increased to 42, England 
now giving an averugo of 46. ¡Scotland of 34, and 
Ireland of 20. Great, therefore, as has been the 
increase of population, the spread of education 
and the constant improvement of tho postal 
machinery have caused tho practice of letter­
writing to grow twice as fast Such has been tho 
effect of Sir Rowland H ill’s reform upon the 
primary business of the Post Office—the carriugo 
of lettors.

Beforo the introduction of tho penny post 
the Postmastor-General also carried newspapers, 
and official money orders wero a year or 
two old. When these branches of business 
have boon mentioned, the whole of the services 
rendered by tha Post Office to the public have 
boon told. There is no publishod record of 
tho number of newspapers carried before the intro­
duction of tho penny post, or prior to 1854. In j 
that year it is estimated that 53,000,000 passed ' 
through tho Post Office ; the number at tho present 
day is just threo times as many, although the 
competition of tho railways has now arrested 
the growth of this branch of work. In tho 
year ending January 5, 1840, 189,000 money 
orders wero issued and paid in the Unitod 
Kingdom ; in tho year ending March 31, 1889, 
the number exceeded 9,000.000, although in 
tho meantime banking facilities have been in­
definitely extended, and a moro convenient modo 
of transmitting small sums by post has been given 
to the public. ^

Let us now turn to new fields of labour. In 
1848 the carriago of books and printed matter 
at exceptional rutes was first sanctioned. The 
original idea was to provide a post for manu­
scripts and books of somo bulk, and tho lowest 
rate was 6d., which franked a pound. In 1854, 
the first year for which statistics were published, 
375,000 book-packets passed through tho Post 
Office. Gradually rates were lowered and the 
scope of the post enlarged, until, in 1870, tho 
initial rate of 4d. was introduced. From that time 
there has, in Fact, been a halfpenny circular post, 
although that term is not recognized by tho Post 
Office. Such a post is used to an enormous extent, 
a single firm often posting on one evening thousands 
of circulars at tho General Post Office. Tho total 
number of book-packets and circulars passing 
through the Post Office in the year ending the 31st 
of March, 1889, was 412,009,000. The establish­
ment of the halfpenny circular post was accom­
panied by tho introduction of postcards, or open 
fetters, also transmissible for a halfpenny. The 
total number of postcards now carried by tho 
Postmaster-General exceeds 201,000,1*00. But by 
far the most important addition to the carrying 
work of tho Post Office is the conveyance of light 
parcels. In August, 1883, in response to the ro- 
peated demands of Chambers of Commerce and 
other representatives of tho trade of the country 
and in consequence of tho unremitting exertions 
of tho lato Mr. Fawcett, the parcel post was in­
augurated. At first the maximum weight admis­
sible was seven pounds, and tho rates rose from 
3d, for the first pound by an additional 3d, for 
every two pounds. But before very long the scale 
was improved by substituting gradutions of single 
pounds, and tho maximum weight was raised to 
11 pounds. Parcels aro now carried by the Post­
master-Genera! at tho rate of 3d. for the first 
pound and three halfpence for every subsequent 
pound up to 11 pounds ; and at these rates about
40,000,000 of parcels now pass through tho 
post in the course of the year. With a vast 
carrying agency such as the railway companies 
already in existence it is surprising that the Post 
Office should have been called upon to undertake 
the cartiago of goods in any form. But the utter 
failure of the companies to give the public a 
certain and cheap service for small parcels, and 
the penetrating nature of the machinery of distri­
bution possessed by the Post Office, brought about 
this remarkable extension of State-work, and the 
extent to which the post is used amply justifies 
the innovation. Nor is the benefit to tho public 
to be measured by tho direct services of the parcel 
post alone. Tho competition of the State led to a 
revision of railway rates and the improvement of 
tho railway service. To traders the companies 
can give some facilities and advantages hardly 
within the powers of the Post Office ; and 
it is probable that instead of losing traffic 
they carry more parcels now than ever they did. 
To sum up tho comparison between tho postal 
work proper of the day when Sir Kowland Hiil first 
attacked differential rates and that of tho present 
day—while in 1839 each person in the United 
Kingdom sent on the average but three letters 
and a newspaper or two, at the present time 
each of her Majesty’ s subjects in Great Britain 
and Ireland sends in the course of the year 42 
letters, five post-cards, ten book-packets and 
circulars, four newspapers, and one parcel.

But the good done by the Penny Post is not 
to be measured solely by the increased correspond­
ence of this country. Other countries gradually and 
moro or less thoroughly followed tho example of 
Groat Britain. Uniformity of rates became 
familiar to the statesmen and administrators of 
European States, and at length tho idea was con­
ceived of applying the same principle to the inter­
course of tho civilized world. In 1874 representa­
tives of tho several Post Offices of Europe met at 
Beme, and it was resolved that the countries thus 
represented should form 11 a single postal terri­
tory.”  A Postal Parliament meeting at frequent 
intervals was constituted, laws for the regulation 
of postal affairs within tho countries of the Postal 
Union were then and at subsequent meetings pro­
mulgated, and one rate of 2^d. for the interchange 
of ordinary correspondence (apart from long sea 
voyages and'Other exceptional conditions) was es- 
taelishud. Not only was the international post 
thus put on a rational and simple footing, but a 
most salutary intluenco has been exercised upon 
the internal posts of each country. The interna­
tional parcel post played no unimportant part in 
bringing about the parcel post of Great Britain, 
and many special advantages enjoyed by one 
country have been communicated to others. !





Indeed, at the present day it is the gravamen of 
the charges brought against the British Post 
Office by postal reformers that ’ it has suffered 
itsalf to be outrun by other countries, and that in 
Some instances the conditions of the interna- 
tiodbl post are more advantageous to the public 
than those of the home post. Such complaints 
coaid never have been made had not the Postal 
Union been created, and the Postal Union would 
in all probability never have existed but for the 

| uniform Penny Post. S5
The oarriage of letters and other missives is 

now, however, only one branch of the work of the 
Post Office. We have already alludod to the 
transmission o f money by means of orders issued 
at one post-office and payable at another—a sys­
tem in its infancy in Sir Rowland H ill's day. 
Within the last ten years a great extension of tins 
system has been effected by the introduction of a 
more simple form of order. The older species of 
money order is nayable onlv at a narticular Dost*

I
 office, and various formalities are necessary to ob­
tain payment. The postal order, which eamo into 
use on January 1. 1881, may bo cashed at arty 
of the 9,000 post-offices of the United Kingdom 
whero pecuniary business is transacted. It may 
be obtained for so small a sum as Is. and at a 
minimum payment of a halfpenny, and its use is 
made as simple as possible. Such a method of 
transmitting small sums i3 naturally very popu­
lar ; more than forty millions of postal orders are 
now issued annually, and the amount thus sent 
through the post exceeds £10,000,000, This, how­
ever. is not the only manner in which the 
Post Office acts as the banker of the public. 
The ubiquity of the Postmaster-General’s agents 
suggested nearly 30 years ago the possi­
bility of using post-offices as savings banks. 
Mr. Charles William Sikes, the originator of the

i
dan, roceived the ready support of Sir Rowland 
fill and of Mr. Gladstone, then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. The late Mt. Chetwynd and Mr 
Scudamore threw themselves with characteristic 
energy and ability into the difficult work of adjust­

ing details ; and in 1861 the Postmaster-General 
was authorized to receive money on deposit within 
certain limits and to pay a moderate rate of in­
terest upon it. The great convenience of deposit­
ing in one place and withdrawing money in 
another, the senso of security afforded by banking 
with the State, and the confidence that the affairs 
of a customer of the Post Office would not, as 
might probably be the case in a trustee savings bank, 
become known to his neighbours,combined to render 
the Post Office Savings Bank a signal success.
At the end of 1888 its depositors numbered four 
millions and a half, and it held on their 
behalf £54,000,000. Indeed, so successful has it 
been, that its very success has created alarm, and 
Chancellors of the Exchequer have been heard to 
deprecate the holding of so large an amount liable 
to withdrawal at a few days’ notice. A catastrophe 
which directed the credit of the Post Office Savings 
Bank must, however, be ono which threatened the 
very existence of the nation, and it is impossible 
to contemplate or provide for such a contingency. 
That the PostOffico renders a most valuable service 
to the thrifty of small means is proved by the fact 
that the avorageamount of its customers’ accounts is 
under£14,whtieonein seven of the whole population 
of England and Wales is on its books. The use 
of the Post Office as a savings bank lias also been 
imitated by many of the colonies and Continental 
nations. Italy, one is glad to learn, has a million 
anil a half of depositors in the Post Office Savings 
Bank. In this country of recent years depositors 
have further been encouraged to become fund­
holders. The purchase of Government stock through 
the medium of the Post Office Savings Bank was 
only sanctioned in 1880, and thero are now 
£4 ,000,000 thus invested, the average amount of 
stock held for each depositor being under £ 100.

Less than ten years after post-offices were 
oponed for tho receipt of savings, anothor still 
more striking innovation was made by the Depart­
ment. It having become clear that communica­
tion by electric telegraph was both practicable and 
highly convenient, tho Post Office was called upon 
to undertake this method of correspondence, as it 
already undertook that by letter. The principle 
of uniformity of charge was seen to be applicable 
a3 well to the new as to the old mode of commu­
nication ; tho Postmaster-General was endowed 
with a monopoly of the right to transmit telegrams, 
and was required to send messages throughout 
the United Kingdom at the fixed charge of Is. 
for 20 words. The result was a rapid develop­
ment of telegraphic business. The number of 
telegrams despatched doubled in five years, 
and in tho year 1885 exceeded 82,000,000. 
At that time the minimum charge was 
reduced to fid., and tho number of  ̂telegrams 
now despatched every year is about 58,000,000. 
Mero numbers do not, however, give an 
adequate conception of tho work done. In 
addition to the ordinary telegram of a few words 
the Post Office carries to the newspapers a great 
part of the intelligence they disseminate amongst 
their readers. Press telegrams of thousands of 
words are flashed over the wires during the even- i 
ing and the early morning hours, when other I 
people havo ceased to telegraph. Important papers 
nave wires entirely at their command, by which 
they can communicate directly with correspon­
dents at foreign capitals, and can keep up a 
conversation during the small hours of the night. 
A great speech is m the hands of the printer at 
the otSor end of the kingdom almost before the 

| echoes of the speaker’ s voice havo died away.

Compared with such achievements, the modest. 
work of supplying telegraphic wires and appa­
ratus for domestic purposes is hardly worth men­
tioning, but the Post Offico maintains 17,000 
miles of such wires.

To carry on the gigantic business which has thus 
developed since the introduction of the Penny 
Post, it may bo assumed that a vast increase in 
buildings and staff has been necessitated. On the 
establishment of the Penny Post in 1840 there were 
only 4,028 post-offices ; there are now nearly 18,000, 
besides an equal number of letter-boxes.Many years 
ago the General Post Office overflowed from the 
single building in St. Martin’a-le-Grand into a 
second, and space has recently been clearedforthe 
erection of athird,the area occupied beingthus more 
than doubled ; while a site of nine acres has just 
been secured at Coldbath-fiolda to supplement 
central deficiencies. In largo provincial towns 
there have been proportionate developments. So 
late as 1854 tho whole staff of tile Post Offieo 
numbered less than 22,000 men. At the present 
time there are 58,000 permanent servants of tho 
Post Office, and about 5Q,0C0 persons engaged in 
assisting local postmasters and otherwise in 
carrying on tho work of the Department, though 
not counted as on its establishment. Oi

The receipts and expenditure of tho Department 
havo naturally increased in a manner equally 
remarkable. The introduction of the Penny Post 
did not at first lead to an increase of revenue; 
on the contrary, thero was an immediate loss of 
more than a million on the gross receipts. On 
this point only were Sir Rowland H ill’ s predic­
tions somewhat too sanguine. AVhereas ho was 
of opinion that the gross revenue would recover 
in the course of a couple of years, it was not in 
fact until 1851, the twelfth year after the change, 
that the earlier figures were reached. For 
tho year ending January 5,1840, the gross revenue 
was £2,390,000, while the expenses were about 
£757,000, the net revenue being £1.G33,COO. For 
the financial year ending March 31, 1889, tho 
gross revenue was £11,631,000, tho expenditure 
£8,432,000, and tho net return to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer £3,199,000. Thus increased 
usefulness has not been purchased at the expense 
of those—if there bo any such—who do not avail 
themselves of the services of the Post Office. The 
various transactions of the Post Offico havo been 
made to pay to an extent which even Sir Row­
land Hill could not foresee. In the fifty years which 
have elapsed since the introduction of tho Penny 
Post the letter correspondence of the country has 
multiplied fourteen-fold, exceptional facilities for 
the exchange of hooks, circulars, post-cards, and 
parcels by post have been granted, the Post Office 
has afforded additional facilities for the transmis­
sion of money, has become the banker and broker of 
the wage-earning classes, und has assumed the 
conduct of telegraphic communication. While 
undertaking the burden of these numerous and 
various duties, and thus becoming every year a more 
potent factor in the Bocial and commercial life of 
the nation, it has doubled the amount which it 
contributes in relief of the taxation of the kingdom. 
Such a record of achievements speaks well, alike 
for tho progress of the country and for the 
energy and intelligence with which the Post 
Otlieo has been managed. But it would never 
have been possible but for the genius of Sir 
Rowland Hill, which divined the secret of postal 
success, und the dogged perseverance which led 
him and his friends to leave no stone unturned 
until they had secured that universal Penny Post, 
the jubilee of which we commemorate to-day.

At a meeting of the Balloon Society, held last night 
at St. Jum esVhall, Mr. Pearson H ill, son of Sir 
It on  land H ill, late o f the Secretary’ s Department, 
General Post Office, delivered a lecture nn “  The 
Jubilee of the Peuuy Post,”  The chair was takeu 
by Mr. W. H. Lcfevre, who stated that Sir John 
Pulestou, M .P ., who was to havo presided bad au 
attack of intiuetica. lO .I-tfO  fl

Mr. H il l , in his lecture, said that on January 10. 1840, 
there came into operation iu the United Kingdom a mea­
sure of social reform which, for its wiriespreading in­
fluence on thehappinessof mankind, stood in modern times 
perhaps almost unrivalled. The reform—the uniform 
penny postage system—originated with the late Sir 
Rowland H ill, end iu spite of strenuous official oppo­
sition was carried by biin to completion. Up to and even 
forsomc considerable time alter her Mujesty’ s accession 
there had been no full and tree epistolary intercourse 
except for those who, lik e  members of Parliament, 
had the command of the franks. There were few  ,

people who did not feel the cost of postago a heavy 
item in their expenditure. The lowest rate of letter­
postage between any two port towns in the United 
Kingdom was 4d,, hut that only sufficed for a distance 
not exceeding 16 miles. Beyond that radius the
i>ostal rates rapidly increased, letters from Londou to 
jiverpool or Manchester being subjected to a jiostago 

of l id .  ; while those to the further parts of Scotland 
and Ireland were charged Is. 8d., aDd eveu those 
high charges were at once doubled or trebled if  the 
letter, however light, contained ono or more 
enclosures. Costliness was by no means the only 
fault to be found with the postal service of 
the country as it existed 50 years ago ; ’ J it  
deserved almost equal condcmnatiou on the ground 
of its slowness and inefficiency. Fraudulent 
evasions of the postal duties were matters of daily 
occurrence. Members of Parliament and a few other 
privileged persons, by writing their names on the out­
side of letters, could free them through the post, aud 
people constantly forged such signatures, undeterred 
by the fact that in 1771 the Rev. Dr. Dodd was 
actually hanged at Tyburn for this offence. Many 
ingenious systems of fraud were adopted in commer­
c ia l circles to evade the postal charges. In January, 
1837, Rowland H ill published his scheme in a pam­
phlet which he privately submitted to tho Govern­

ment, through Mr. Charles P . V illiers, hoping that 
the careful examination of his plea, supported as it 
was by an unanswerable array of facts, would suffice 
to insure its adoption. Every possible <li*coura.gemeut 
was showered upon Rowland H ill by the authorities 
of St. M artin’s-’le-Grsud. A friendly hand wus, how­
ever, held out to him by the Commissioners of Post 
Office Inquiry, to whom he gave evidence. The Com­
missioners reported favourably of H ill ’ s scheme, and 
it was eagerly taken up by the public. In Parliament 
Mr. W allace, M .P ., moved for and obtained a Select 
Committee, which in 1838 examined into and strongly 
supported the plan, but the Government were re­
luctant to adopt it. In 1839 Lord Melbourne was 
recalled to take office, ami in the negotiations with 
the R adical members for future support to the Liberal 
Government the bargain was struck that such support 

; should be given provided penny postage was conceded.
1 Mr. Appleton  moved the follow ing resolution

11 This meeting hails with satisfaction the jubilee 
of the great measure of penny postage, so honourably 
associated with the name and services of Sir Lowland 
H ill, aud, in view of the great and benefleeut advan­
tages which have resulted thereby, earnestly recom­
mends still further postal reform between Great Britain 
and foreign countries,*’ lO
Having reviewed the history o f the penny post 
movement, Mr. Appleton gave some interesting 
statistics o f this great improvement. In 1839 the Post 
Office total delivery of letters was 78,000,000 ; in 
1845 the delivery was 271,000,000 ; in 1855,
444.000. 000 ; in 18C5, 079,000,000 ; in 1875,
967.000. 000 : and last year, 1,588,000,000 ; and in ­
clusive of postcards, circulars, newspapers, and book 
packets, the total delivery in the United Kingdom 
was 2,353,000,000. As regards the increased revenue 
of the Post Office, in 1855 the net revenue was 
£401,868 ; in 1805, £1,159,323 ; in 1875, £1,836,387 ; 
and in 1889 the total net revenue of the Post Oti ee, 
including the profit on letters, telegraphs, savings 
bank, postal orders, 4 c . ,  was £3,199,644.

Tbe resolution was carried.

THE JUBILEE OF THE PENNY 
J la A * d o jd  PQ » T ‘  -  / - / T V  l2

(F rom : a. C o e s e s p o n d e n tJ
F ifty  years a g o  to -m orrow — nam ely, on  Fri­

day, 10th Jauuary, 1840—there came into operation in 
this country one of those great measures of social reform 
which may be said to constitute the land marks of 
a nation’s pregress—the Uniform Penny Postage 
System. This measure, originating with a private 
individual, who, up to the age of thirty-seveu, hod been 
& schoolmaster, and who was wholly unconnected either 
with the Post Office or the Government, has, in the 
last half-centurv, revolutionised the Postal service of 
the world, and made the name of its author—the late 
Sir Rowland Hill—a household word in every civilised 
country.

To the present generation the old Postal system, 
which was swept away by Rowland Hill’s reform, is now 
so much a matter of ancient history, and of history 
but little studied, that probably very few have any 
conceptiou of the state of affairs which existed in this 
country at a date no further removed than the early 
years of her Majesty's Reign.

Up to 1340 the Post Office, so far as the poor and 
the lower middle-class were concerned, may be 
said to havo been almost nou-existent. The ratea 
charged on letters were iu those days so exorbi­
tant, especially when compared with the scanty wages 
then obtainable, that correspondence was a luxury far 
too costly for all but the well-to-do. Eveu iu the 
upper middle classes the cost of postago was a heavy 
item of household expenditure, only to be incurred 
after much careful consideration ; but the vast multi­
tude of the lower orders were practically excluded 
from all use of the Post Office. When once their 
families parted off from home it was a separation 
almost like that of death. Tbe hundreds of thousands 
of apprentices, of shopmen, of governesses, o f domestic 
servants were cut off from family relatione aa if seas or 
deserts lay between them and home.

Except in the local town deliveries— technically ! 
known as “ Penuy Posts” —the lowest charge on any 
lotter was 4d., but that only sufficed for a distance of 
fifteen miles; beyond that radius the rates of postage 
rapidly increased with tbe distance tho tetter had to be ; 
conveyed, till letters from London to Liverpool or 
Manchester wore charged lid ., those to Edinburgh or 
Glasgow Is. 4{d., and to Cork or Londonderry Is. 5d., 
and even these exorbitant rates were at once doubled 
or trebled if the letter, however light, contained one or 
more enclosures, or consisted of two or three pieces of 
paper. Thus a letter consisting of a sheet of paper and 
a cheque, with an envelope to enclose them, whioh now 
goes from London to Cork for one penny, would, prior 
to 1840, have been treated aa a treble letter, and 
charged 4s. 3d,, or more than fifty fold the present 

i rate.
' Letters in those daya were almost always sent un­

paid, and were, in many cases, refused by the persona 
to whom they were addressed, especially by those of tbe 
poorer classes, so that the Post Office constantly over­
shot its mark in its endeavour to make a great profit, 
and had to carry the lett-r from the writer to the 
addressee, and, after all, to lose the whole postage. 
The old high rates of postage simply killed all 
domestic or friendly correspondence, or drove it ioto 
illicit channels, aud in proof of this Rowland Hill, in 
1837, drew attention to the remarkable fact that iu the 
twenty years ending with 1835 (during which period 
tbe trado and population of tbe United Kingdom had 
greatly increased), the revenue of the Post Uffice had 
remained stationary. As an instanoe of tbe extra­
ordinary charges sometimes made under the old 
system, it is stated that in 1838 Sir John lurgoyne 
wrote to complain that for a packet of papers sent to 
him at Dublin, from some other port of Irelaod, by 
mail coach, as a letter, instead ef a parcel, he bad been 
charged a postage of eleven peunds. That is to say, 
for a packet which he could es-ily have carried in bie 
pocket, he was charged a sum fir which he could have j 
engaged the whole mail coach.
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THE JUBILEE OF THE PENNY
POST.

--------+ -------------
It is fifty years ago to-day since the )ienny post was 

established throughout the ITnited Kingdom. Post 
Office reform had been for years a burning question, 
and public excitement had reached a great height 
before the views of Mr. Rowland Hill game 1 the day. 
The penny post was not, of course, a complete innova­
tion. It had existed locally for centuries. Early 
in the seventeenth c ntnry there was a licensed 
penny post, with two deliveries a day in the 
metropolis, and private enterprise had, in many dis­
tricts, already supplied to some limited extent the 
demand for cheap communication. But still the 
general charge for the conveyance of letters from 
place to place had remained unehnng d , if it had not 
actually increased in amount. Ho long ago as the 
time of Charles I., private posts were established to 
Ireland and the West of England, at 2d. per letter 
under 80 miles, 4d. unch-r HO miles, and (id. over that 
distance ; while to Scotland the po.-ta.o was fid. But 
fifty years ago th i rates were mo:e than 
doublethe.se. They were charged by distance, and 
since there were only six mail roads going out of 
London and few cross posts, it may be imagined what 
a heavy tax the charges were upon ihu community. 
The introduction of railroads seems at first to have 
increased the rates of postage, for, notwithstanding 
the tx  f)ost facto legislation, fixing the rate at which 
the mails were to bo conveyed, the contracts were 
much higher than those paid the coaches. W e can 
then understand what a tremendous revolution was 
effected by the introduction of a uniform penny rate 
for all half-ounce letters, irrespective of distance. It 
was the beginning of a cheap postage, not only 
throughout England, but throughout the world; fur 
nearly all civilised countries, many of which had

hitherto been somewhat in ad van e in postal matters, 
hastened to copy Mr. Hill’s scheme in most of its 
details.

But if the penny post was .01 ly an extension of a

system slrtady in existence, the penny postage-stamp 
was a wholly novel idea. By common consent Mr. 
Rowland Hill is now admitted to have been its true 
inventor. There had, it is true, been innumerable 
attempts to devise an easy system of franking letteis

in advance, but none of these had come into 
general vogue, and Mr. Rowland Hill’s sug­
gestion as to adhesive labels or stamped paper, 
like so many great inventions, was absolutely

original for all its simplicity. The illustrations 
which we give of the old black penny postage 
stamp (which was soon afterwards, owing to the diffi­
culties of obliteration, changed to brown), of the Mui- 
ready envelopes and covers which were issued on the

same day, the Cth May, 1810, and were o f two values, 
one penny black and twopence blue., and of the pink 
embossed head, which was not issued to the public 
until the following year, v, ill recall the beginnings of 
cheap postage in this country. The Mulrendy enve­
lope seems likely to remain immortal. The design 
has covered the name of the great artist with 
much ill deserved ridicule, for there is some 
ground for believing that it was “  dono hi 
order,”  and, if the current rumour of the time he 
true, to the order of 110 less a personage than tin; 
Prince Consort himself. It is certainly a peculiar 
conglomeration of allegories, and it is not to be 
wondered at that the caricaturists were not slow to 
seize upon its unintentionally humorous features. 
By the side of the finely engraved adhesives of the 
present day, it is singularly primitive in style, not­
withstanding that it was engraved in relief on brass 
with the utmost care and delicacy by Thompson, who 
devoted the labour of twelve entire weeks to its 
execution. The envelopes and covers were printed 
from casts stereotyped, and on Dickenson paper, and 
vere retailed at a farthing over the nominal value. 
Their withdrawal at the end of the year was, perhaps, 
mainly due to the ease with which they were re­
produced, and the extent to which they were adapted 
to trade purposes, as well as to Letch’s inimitable 
caricatures.

It is a far cry from the postal system of to-day, 
with its marvellous developments in capacity and 
speed, to the days of the old mail coaches. But time 
was when they in their turn were looked upon as an 
immense improvement upon their older predecessors. 
Only fifty years ago it was still customary 
to speak of them as “  so rapid a mode of con­
veyance,” and even Mr. Hill relied mainly upon them 
to prove that his plan was financially practicable. 
Our illustration! of the departure of the Royal Mail*

T1IE MLLlEAliV ENVELOPE.

THE ROYAL MAILS FIFTY TEARS SINCE : THE START FROM «0CADILLT.
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from tho General Post-office, and of the West Country 
Mailt from t lie Gloucester Coffee-house, Piccadilly, 
eeein, at the present lime, to belong to tho Middle 

, Ages. Yet, at wo write, it is announced that the 
1’ost-offico authorities arc about to establish a system 
of mail-coaches to rim between Livorj»ool and Man­
chester six nights in tho week. They arc to be not 
ono, but three-horse affairs, and it seems they are in­
tended to be subsidiary lo  the ordinary mail service 
But, be this as it may, the plan seems to indi­
cate an intention to return to old-fashioned ways. 
It is true that for some years a parcels mail 
has rim between Brighton and London and on other 
roads ; and if the system becomes developed, we may 
have a real return to the old coaehing days. The 
four-in-hand and tho coaching clubs will receive a 
new imjielu-i if they can secure mail contracts, and 
many a famous old hostelry, which has degenerated 
into a little more than a “ cyclists’ rest,” may look for­
ward to returning fame and prosperity. There is much 
that is pleasing in the idea that, notwithstanding all 
the developments of locomotion, it should be 
fcaiiblo to return to the old systems, which, in 
these busy bustling days, seem to possess such great 
attractions. But the fact is mainly remarkable as 
illustrative of the freaks played by the whirligig of time. 
But the jubilee of the penny post, if it thus recalls 
“  old-time idylls ”  of the road, reminds us mainly of 
<io enormous developments of the last fifty years. 
We need not go into statistics in order to prove the 
work of the post-office to-day, or what a mighty 
fa' tor it is in the progress of the world. Nor need * e  
labour tho advantages that cheap postage has been 
mainly instrumental in securing. Our postal systems 
are by no means perfect. Postal reform is still in the 
air, us it was fifty years ago ; and it would not be safe 
to speculate as to its future. But for the benefits that 
wo now enjoy we are, without doubt, indebted to tho 
energy, originality, and foresight of Sir Rowland Hill, 
tho pioneer of the p-nny post, and the author of the 
•^nny postage-stamp.

It is greatly to lie hoped that a peaceable solution 
.nay eventually be found for the difficulties which are 
«t present causing serious tension betw-een Great 
Britain and Portugal. It would be humiliating for 
Doth parties, if circumstances were to drive us to 
*-.>izc tho Azores, Madeira, the Cajie de \ erdes, Goa, 
Delagoa Pay, or Quillimane, or to bombard the forts 
at, the mouth of the Tagus ; for it would be, in some 
tort, unworthy of us to attack so weak a Power as 
Portugal. But we have wisely prepared for imme­
diate action, should action lie forced upon 11“ . The 
Raleigh, Curacoa, and Brisk are by this time at 
Velagoa B uy; several vessels of the East Indies 
dquadron arc within easy distance of Boa ; the Ben - 
bow and Colossus are at Gibraltar; and the Channel 
Squadron, consisting of the Northumberland, Anson, 
Monarch, Iron Duke, and Curlew, is also there in a 
position to b? able to strike with equal promptitude, 
either at Iislxm or among tho Islands.

In the meantime, Portugal has been able to do very 
little by way of counter preparation. She has per­
suaded some German torpedo engineers to mine the 
mouth of the Tagus for her ; hut her strongest coast 
battery there, Fort Caxiaq is not yet fully armed, and 
most of the ten or twelve other works dominating the 
river are not exactly of the most modern construction. 
Mine-fields, unless protected by powerful batteries, 
form only a temjiorary obstruction in a channel, and 
our ships could easily get rid cf them. As for the 
Lisbon forts, there is no question that we could blow 
them to dust, though no doubt we should suffer some­
what iu t he process.

A question that arises in many minds in connection 
with such considerations as the above is : How will 
our heavy Ireechloading guns behave, should they 
be tried inaction? And it may l e : hat it was with 
an eye to the contingency of that question receiving 
* practical answer that tho Admiralty despatched the 
Ben bow and the Cohssus to Gibraltar, The Benbow 
carries the two heaviest breechloaders afloat 
in a commissioned whip—two 110-ton guns, 
l ’lie Colossus also carries heavy breechloaders in the 
ihapo of four 44-ton guns. One cannot avoid 
feeling anxious as to the behaviour of the heavier of 
theso monstrous weai>ons. There are expert* who, 
for months past, have been assuring us that the guns 
CO 'd not, with safety, lie fired with full charges 
th oe in half an hour ; and if that assertion be true, 
Ih guns are, of course, no good for fighting purposes. 
Th worst part of the matter is that the exjierts who 
ma e this ominous statement are men who, judged by 
th .r previous careers and performances, should know 
what they arc talking about.

Upon her purely naval defences Boitugal can place 
no reliance whatever. She has one very small and 
rather antique ironclad ; she has four good torpedo- 
boats ; and sho lias one small, but modern, cruiser. 
The rest of her navy consists either of vessels of 
which it can only be «aid that Noah’s Ark was more 
ancient, or of gunboats, most of which are employed 
in her various colonics. It is difficult to realise that 
the Navy which is now represented by this miserable 
flotilla, was once the second in Europe.

The new torpedo gun vessels are, ala* ! not tiie only 
new war ships of which it may bo said that their 
souls are too big for their bodies. In our anxiety, of 
late, to possess ourselves of fast craft, we have 
adopted the bad habit of cramming the largest and 
most powerful machinery into tho smallest and 
lightest possible hulls ; and the consequence is that 
when the machinery is set to work the hull begins to 
slowly shake itself to pieces. It is feareil lest, unless 
steps l>e taken to prevent it, this may lx- the fate of 
the hull of the great torpedo depot ship Vulcan. Her 
framework, therefore, is to bo strengthened by means 
of “ chocks and angles,”

The composite corvettes of the “ G em " class—a 
cla-a which includes the Emerald, Garnet, Ojial, 
Tourmaline, Turquoise, and Ruby—date back only 
as far as the year 1875; yet it is already underetjod 
that not one of these vessels is to be again com­
missioned. The ships arc too slow, and their arma­
ment is out of date. Few, if any of them, can now 
steam at a greater sjx-cd than 10 knots an hour; and 
it is felt that cruisers intended for such work as the 
“ Gem s’’ have hitherto been employed upon, should 
henceforth have an effective speed of at least 14 kuots. 
It is probable, therefore, that tho “ Gem s” will 
gradually give place to the sheathed and copjiered 
shiiis of the “  M ” and “  P ”  classes—the Melpomcnes 
and the Philomels.

The Admiralty contains one of the best naval 
libraries in the world ; yet that library has been most 
scurvily treated by successive Boards. Some of it is 
in one room, some of it is in another; yet more of it is 
in the First Lord’s house or private office, and yet 
more is stored away in certain crowded attics. Then 
there is no proper catalogue of the collection, and t he 
result is that not even the librarian knows exactly 
what is and what is not under his charge. This 
should be remedied for the sake of the treasures which 
the library contains. A  suite of rooms should be set 
aside to serve as a library, and no books belonging to 
the library should be kept in other parts of the build­

ing. The present system has led to the 1ms of a great 
number of volumes, MS. as well as printed.

Until recently the Channel Squadron has been 
entirely composed of obsolete battleships. Last year 
one modem battleship, the Anson, was added; and 
this year the Camperdown, as soon as she can lie 
spared from the Mediterranean, will take the place of 
the Northumberland as first flag-ship. According to 
the Army and Ifary Gaiette, the rejuvenation of the 
Squadron is eventually to be completed by tiie substi­
tution for the Iron Duke and Monarch of the Rodney 
and the H ow e; and to this fleet of four fine 
“ Admirals ”  are to be added a couple of belted, and 
two or three protected, cruisers. When these reforms 
shall have been effected, our Channel Squadron will 
be more nearly what it ought to be than it has been at 
any time during the past twenty years.

There now seems to be little doubt that no more 
110-ton guns will be built for mounting in British 
men-of-war ; and there is even a jiossibility that no 
gun larger than the 12-inch 40-ton breechloader will 
be supplied to tho eight first-class battleships which 
are being constructed under the terms of the Naval 
Defence .Act; for there are signs that the Admiralty 
is at length inclining to the conclusion that all guns 
carried in inen-of-war.-hould, incaseof need, beworkable 
by hand-power alone. In connection with this subject 
it is interesting to note what are the weights of the 
heaviest breechloading guns carried in the fleets of 
the chief maritime Powers. These are as follows :— 
Great Britain, 110 tons ; France, 75 tons; Russia, 
52 tons; Germany, 37 tons; United States, 4G tons; 
Italy, 100 tons; Austria, 48 tons; Spain, 21 tons.
A  striking example of the haste and lock of foresight 
with which some of otir newest cruisers have been de­
signed and constructed may be found in the fact that 
the Barrosa, Barracouta, Blanche, and Blonde, which 
are now nearly ready for commissioning, hate, at the 
last moment, been discovered to be structurally so 
weak that their main deck guns cannot lie fired with­
out actually destroying the fabric of the vessels. To 
remedy this rather important defect, a sum of about 
£3,OUO over and above the original estimate will have '

to be expended upon each ship. W e havn now no 
fewer than eighteen brand-new ships which will have 
to undergo special strengthening ere they can fulfil 
the objects for which they were laid down ; and there 
are horrid rumours abroad to the effect that the Blake 
will 1* found to suffer from similar weakness.

Several important alterations in the armament of 
the belted cruiser Undaunted, have been suggested by 
Captnin fjord Charles Beresford, and have been 
cordially approved by the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty. Commander R ib  rt S. Lowry, 
who is to be Lord Charles Beresford’s chief 
executive officer, and who joined the Undaunted at 
Devonjxjrt, on Tuesday, has greatly distinguished 
himself as a gunnery expert; and, although he has 
not had the good fortune to see war service, wears the 
Royal Humane Society’s bronze medal for having, in 
1873, junqied overboard at sea from the Invincible, 
and saved the life of a boy. Commander Lowry was 
recently first and gunnery lieutenant of the unfor­
tunate Sultan.

MR. BARNUM AS A STORY-TELLER.
---------- *----------

W ith a view to raising funds to assist pc-or Irish 
peasant workers and distressed Irish ladies, Mr. 
Barmim lias agreed to occupy an hour or two on the 
afternoon of Thursday, 30tli January, in relating the 
chief incidents of his life and adventures, and to tell 
many amusingand new anecdotes. Mr. Barnum is an 
exceptionally entertaining story-teller, and as it will be 
the fust and only time that the old man will be seen 
in a London drawing-room in such a character, tho 
limited number of seats available in the mansion at 
Grosvenor Square, which ha* been most kindly lent 
by tho Earl and Countess of Aberdeen, are likely to 
be applied for several times over. Mrs. Shaw, the 
American Lady Whistler, w ill also give her services 
on this occasion. Mr. J. S, W ood, of 2, Prince’s 
Mansions, Victoria ¡Street, S .W ., is organising the 
event.

OF LISBON.

THE VOLUNTEERS.
--------- e------—

AN UNDERGROUND VOLUNTEER RIFLE RANGE.
The underground rifle range, invented by Colonel 

Hadden, of the 4tli Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regi­
ment, is mindly approaching completion. It is 
being constructed in a comer of the capacious parade 
ground of this corps, part of the site of the Old Surrey

Gardens, in Kennington, Much has been written, of 
late, regarding this range, the working of which will 
be a matter of great importance, if the results of the 
shooting prove satisfactory. Tho War Office has 
granted Colonel Hadden permission to pass his men 
through their “ thirdclass”  at this underground range, 
provided that they afterwards fire twenty rounds on 
their “  second class ” at Wormwood Scrubs open air 
range. The targets used arc made of pasteboard fixed on 
canvas, with the bull’s eye one inch in diametor. 
Every care has been taken, and it is ex;>ected that the 
range will beoomo very i>opular. Tho men of the 
corps previously have had to journey down to Milton,, 
beyond Gravesend, at a considerable cost in valuable 
time and money.

The success of the range will be greatly furthered 
by the target (invented by Dr. Stevenson, of W ool­
wich), a sectional sketch of which is given. The 
arrangement and mechanism are alike ingenious. 
The target is so constructed that a bullet fired from a 
Martini rifle with full service charge, at any range, 
pass’ s through the canvas target and glints along the 
slojied iron plate behind, until checked by the catcher 
plate moving on a hinge, which finally deflects it into 
a box of sawdust, where it can be afterwards dis­
covered flattened out. There is no dangerous 
splashing from the bullet possible,

VOLUNTEER OFFICERS AT SCHOOL.
The Volunteer Course of Instruction in Musketry 

at the Hythe School is now closed. The 
school is made up of 70 officers from all parts of 
England and Scotland, and it is acknowledged on all 
sides that tlic practical musketry instruction is a most 
valuable exjierience. The officer students, during the 
term that has just closed, have been exercised with 
machine guns of every type—Maxim, Nordenfeldt, 
and Gardner—and ought to have their heads well 
stocked with the latest scientific information regard­
ing the repeating rifle, A  verysociable time has been 
si>ont this season, especially by the forty officers who 
have to live in barracks—the remainder being 
billeted in the town.

A LOVING CUP FOR THE STAFF.
A  most favourable impression has been created 

among the Volunteer officers at Hythe, by the friend­
liness of the permanent staff off duty. On Monday 
evening a massive silver loving cup was presented to 
the staff mess by tho Volunteer officers, in acknow­
ledgment of having sacrificed the winter’s leave for 
tlicir benefit, and as a return for tho valuable in­
struction received, and in commemoration of the 
auspicious close of the first proper Volunteer Hythe 
Musketry Course. The cup was after a design by 
Flaxman. It weighs 85 ounces, and stands IS inches 
high, tho top being 10 inches across.

DISTRIBUTION OF BIBLES.

Yesterday took place, at the Church of St. Sepulchre, 
Holbom Viaduct, what is probably the final distri­
bution of bibles under the wills of Sir John Fenner, 
Rd. Adams, and Jas. Shaw, who died in the seven 
teenth century, leaving bequests for that purjiose. 
Under a scheme of the Charity Commissioners the 
property from which the funds were derived is hence­
forth to be devoted to other objects. There were 
twenty-seven candidates for the twenty bibles, each 
of whom read a passage from Isaiah to the vicar, the 
Rev. J. Jackson, and the churchwardens, and the 
vicai afterwards delivered an address.

R e n t  R eductions  in  W a le s . — The Duke of West­
minster has granted an abatement of 25 per cent, 
to his Welsh agricultural tenants. Lord Mostyn, 
the Earl of Denbigh, and Sir George Cayley, Bart., 
have granted their tithe payers a reduction of 10 per 
cent.

A Ventilating shaft at firing point.
B Ventilating shaft at target, 
c  Filing point.
D Markers refuge, a niche in the wall, 
e Targets.
P Target end of tunnel.
«  Canvas target.

B Dotted line, showing track of bullet.
■ “ Catcher" on its hinge.
K Bag of sand and sawdust.
L Shape of tunnel os seen from the firing points 
m Gas engine room (for ventilating purposes). 
k Main entrance from the parade ground, 
r The loving cup presented to the Staff i



Raleigh, Curaooa, and Bii>k are by this time at 
Delagoa B a y ; several vessels of the East Indies 
Squadron arc within easy distance of G oa; the Ben- 
bow and Colossus are at Gibraltar ; and the Channel 
Squadron, consisting of the Northumberland, Anson, 
Monarch, Iron Duke, and Curlew, is also there in a 
position to b ■ able to strike with equal promptitude, 
either at Lisbon or am mg the Islands,

In the meantime, Portugal has Imen able to do very 
little by way of counter preparation. She has per- 
Biiaded some German torpedo engineers to mine the 
mouth of the Tagus for her; but her strongest coast 
battery there, Fort Caxia-, is not yet fully armed, and 
most of the t< n or twelve other works dominating the 
river are not exactly of the most modern construction. 
Mine-fields, unless protected by jKiwerful batteries, 
form only a tenqiorary obstruction in a channel, and 
onv shij« could easily get rid i f them. As for the 
Lisbon forts, there is no question that we could blow 
them to dust, though no doubt we should suffer some­
what in the process.

A question that arises in many minds in connection 
with such considerations as the above is : How will 
our heavy 1 r -echloading guns behave, should they 
be tried inaction ! And it may le  d u t it was with 
su eye to the contingency of that question receiving 
a practical answer that the Admiralty despatched the 
Benbow and the Cole ssus to Gibraltar. The Benbow 
carries the two heaviest breechloaders afloat 
in a commission! d sh ip -tw o 110-ton guns. 
The Colossus also carries heavy breechloaders in the 
shape of four 14-ton guns. One cannot avoid 
feeling anxious as to the behaviour of the heavier of 
these monstrous weapons. There are experts who, 
for months past, have been assuring us that the guns 
co ’d not, with safety, 1« fired with full charges 
th oe in half an hour ; and if that assertion lie true, 
Ih guns are, of course, no good for fighting purposes. 
Th worst part of the matter is that the exjicrts who 
ma .c this ominous statement are men who, judged by 
th ir previous careers and performances, should know 
v. hat they arc talking about.

Upon her purely naval defences Poitugal can place 
no reliance whatever. She has one very small and 
rather antique ironclad ; she has four good torpedo- 
boats ; and she lias one small, but modern, cruiser. 
The re-t of her navy consists either of vessels of 
which it can only be said that Noah's Ark was more 
ancient, or of gunboats, most of which are employed 
in tier various colonies. It is difficult to realise that 
the Navy which is now represented by this miserable 
flotilla, was once the second in Europe.

mg. The present system has led to the losso: a great 
number of volumes, MS. as well as printed.

Until recently the Channel Squadron has been 
entirely composed of obsolete battleships. Last year 
one modern battleship, the Anson, was added ; and 
this year the Canipordown, as soon as she can be 
spared from the Mediterranean, will take the place of 
the Northumberland as first flag ship. According to 
the Army and Nary Oazrtte, the rejuvenation of the 
Squadron is eventually to be completed by the substi­
tution for the Iron Duke and Monarch of the Rodney 
and the H ow e; and to this fleet of four fine 
“ Admirals” are to be added a couple of belted, and 
two or three protected, cruisers. When these reforms 
shall have been effected, our Channel Squadron will 
be more nearly what it ought to lie than it has been at 
any time during the past twenty years.

There now seems to be little doubt that no more 
110-ton guns will lie built for mounting in British 
men of-war; and there is even a jiossibility that no 
gun larger than the 12-inch 45-ton breechloader will 
be supplied to the eight first-class battleships which 
are being constructed under the terms of the Naval 
Defence .Act; for there are signs that the Admiralty 
is at length inclining to tho conclusion that all guns 
carried in men-of-war -hould, in caseof need, bo workable 
by hand-power alone. In connection with this subject 
it is interesting to note what are the weights of the 
heaviest breechloading guns carried in the fleets of 
the chief maritime Powers. Those are as follows 
Great Britain, 110 tons ; France, "5 tons; Russia, 
52 tons; Germany, 37 tons; United States, 4G tons; 
Italy, 106 tons; Austria, 48 tons; Spain, 21 tons. 
A  striking example of the haste and lack of foresight 
with which some of our newest cruisers have been de­
signed and constructed may be found in the fact that 
the Barrosa, Barracouta, Blanche, and Blonde, which 
are now nearly ready for commissioning, hav e, at the 
last moment, been discovered to be structurally so 
weak that their main deck guns cannot be fired with­
out actually destroying the fabric of the vessels. To 
remedy this rather important defect, a sum of about 
£3,000 over and above the original estimate will have
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of whom read a passage from Isaiah to the vicar, the 
Rev. .T. Jackson, and the churchwardens, and the 
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THE PENNY POST JUKILEE.
When an institution has survived the wiml 

and the rain of fifty years, and is more prosper­
ous than it was in the hopes of its inventors, 
the honours of a jubilee may he well accorded 
to it. Everybody who opens a letter this morn­
ing should glance gratefully at the (Jueeli s head, 
and, remembering thu isolation of their fore­
fathers, pay it the compliment of remembering 
bow much it has done for the solidarity of the 
race. In another column the history of the little 
“ adhesh o ” is traced for the benelit of the appre­
ciative. What has it not done for us? Everything 
which is recognised as the peculiar glory of the 
Victorian epoch is associated with its use. It 
is the symbol, if not the cause, of advanced 
locomotion, increased industry, the growth of 
education, the diffusion of knowledge, the 
expansion of the sympathy of families and com­
munities. Like the telegraphic wire, it has 
made the world a smaller place to live in ; it has 
robbed us, through information, of some of the 
imaginative wonder which was the privilege of 
generations w ho did not know its use. But, take 
it all in all, it is one of the best institutions 
which the nineteenth century lavs invented.





EarJylu "  th* thirties," however, the attention o f l  
the authorities of St. Martin’s-le-Grand hadbsensome- 
wbat persistently called to the evilsof the then-existing 1 
high rates of postage by the late Mr. Robert Wallace, 
M.F. for Greenock, who compelled the Post Office to 
make some trilling concessions to public demands, but, 
hke many other free lancee, Mr. Wallace was far mora 
skilful in attacking what was defective than in 
devising any satisfactory system to take its place, and 
though, as judged by the experience of later years, the 
old Postal system stood grievously in need o f thorough 
amendment, nothing like a practicable or even well- 
thought-out scheme of Postal reform was forthcoming, 
till Rowland Hill’s celebrated pamphlet (which was 
published early in 1837) fell like a bomb-shell amongst 
the sleepy occupants of St. MartinVle-Grand.

Rowlaud Hill had never been in any way connected 
with the Post Office, bat during such moments of re­
laxation as he coaid afford himself in the course of an
exceedingly busy life, he had, among other questions 
of economic science, frequently turned his attention to 
the possibility of cheapening and extending the Postal 
and other means of communication. He had longcome 
to the conclusion that the old rates of postage were far j 
too high, even if revenue, and not public convenience, 
were the primary object of the Postal Service; bnt 
until 1836 the time for attempting to carry his views 
into effect had not arrived, for the Government had 
always set its face firmly against any proposal ihat 
might jeopardise any large portion of the revenue it 
Was then receiving from the Post Office.

But in tho financial year ending 31st March, 1836, 
there was, fortnnately, a considerable excess in the 
gross revenue of the country generally over the ex­
penditure, and the public, of course, looked to the 
Chancellor o f the Exchequer to grant some important 
relief in taxation. Many suggestions were freely put 
forward, such os the abolition of the tax on windows, 
bricks, paper, and other articles, bat it seemed to Row­
land Hill that no method of employing the surplus 
would be so beneficial os in reducing the heavy tax 
levied on all commercial and domestic correspondence 
by the then high Postal charges. ¡fa

With a view of ascertaining what redaction in the 
Postal rates might bo possible, Rowland Hill set him­
self to study systematically the real working of the 
then Postal system, and in the course of that investiga­
tion he arrived at tho all-important but hitherto un­
suspected fact, that the main cost to the Post Office in 
respect of each letter was in what may be called the 
terminal servioes of collection and delivery, while the 
cost o f conveyance from one Post town to another, 
instead of being, as had hitherto been supposed, the 
principal item of expenditure (the sole ground upon 
which rates rapidly increasing by distance could be 
justified), was so infinitesimal—only the ninth part of 
a farthing per letter even for so long a distance as 
from London to Edinburgh—that it was absolutely 
fairer as regards inland letters to disregard distanco 

1 altogether in fixing their postage, and to adopt a 
uniform rate of postage for letters throughout the 
United Kingdom.

To Rowland Hill himself this discovery was so 
astounding that it was not until he had over and over 
again tested his facts and calculations that ho could 
believe in its accuracy; but every test confirmed his 
conclusion, and he tlins obtained the talisman that 
opened to his view a prospect of Postal reform far 
exceeding anything he had before supposed to ba 
possible, for he at once saw that if a uniform rate of 
postage were established iu place of the complicated 
scale then in furce, the Postal system would be so won­
derfully simplified and cheapened that the rate might 
be a very low one without unduly lowering the net 
revenue of the Department.

Ultimately ho saw his way to fix the unit of charge 
os low as one penny, provided the public conld be 
induced to change its long-established custom of send­
ing its Inters unpaid, and strange to say this change of 
habit—one to which no one nowadays dreams of 
objecting—was by many persons (indeed, by almost 
every person bnt Rowland Hill himself) supposed to 
be a rock upon which the scheme would probably be 
wrecked.

As one method of seenriug easy prepayment of 
postage, Rowland Hill availed himself of an excellent 
suggestion of his friend Mr. Charles Knight, the well- 
known publisher, that stamped covers or wrappers 
should be employed, and while giving his first evidence 
on 13tb February, 1837, beforo the Commissioners of 
Post Office Inquiry (see their Ninth Report, pp. 32-33), 
Rowland HiH hit upon and at once proposed ¿ a  happy 
modification of Charles Knight’s idea which consislod 
of making the stamp adhesive “  by using a bit of 
paper just large enough to bear the stamp, and covered 
at the back with a glutiuous wash, which . . .  by 
appling a little moisture ”  could bo attached to the 
letter. This was the origin of the adhesive postage 
ctamp, now almost nuiversally employed in every 
civilised part o f the world.

I t  would far exceed the limits of this notice to give 
an account of the endless difficulties Rowland Hill had 
to overcome before he conld carry his plan to com­
pletion. The Post-Office authorities of the day 
encountered him with the most determined hostility, 
Lord Lichfield, the Postmaatet General, declaring, as 
regards his plan, that " o f  all the wild and visionary 
schemes he had ever heard or read of, it was the most 
extraordinary." Lord Melbourne’s Government was 
lukewarm, but the public took up the question with the 
greatest earnestness, ami, after a long struggle in and 
out of Parliament, it was carried against the most 
strenuous official opposition.

To give any one au idea of the magnitnde of .the 
results which Rowland Hill’s great reform bos pro­
duced, we would suggest to hqw.to. consider what 
would be the condition of bis ¿wn hi heel ' if the 
present postal facilities were Withdrawn; If, h o f , 
great might be hts anxiety a* regards sick or dying 
members of his family, separated from him, say, no 
farther than Liverpool or GL«g0w is from Londou, he 
could not afford to receive ‘ Rngs from them except 
perhaps, at long and we^y Intervals; if mothers 
were atiU driven, as they uten were in 1837, through 
their longing for nows frjm sons or daughters far away 
to pawn their clothes fc order to pav the postage on 
their children s letter»; and jf( year by year, thousands 
of youths seeking tb means of subdbtenoe away from 
their parents roof t came, through the long enforced 
silence, gradually '¿ranged from all the beet influences 
of home.

The benefit* which the Retained Postal System con­
ferred upon commerce, science, art, education, 4c., 
have been of almost incalculable value; but even if 
these advantages wore left out of consideration, its 
effect upon the domestic happiness of the world would, 
iu our opinion, entitle the uniform Penny Postage 
System to stand pre-eminent amongst the many bene­
ficent measures for which her Majeety’ e Reign will be 
gratefully remembered. V i

To-morrow will be the Fiftieth Anniversary bf

I

I

the introduction of the Uniform Penny Postage 
System. The Institution has become so much a 
fact of everyday life that, except Departmen­
tally, it runs some risk of losing the express 
honour of a Jubilee celebration. Tho morning 
post—with its budget of messages from far and 
near—is a phenomenon which we have come to 
regard as no less natural in its recurrence than 
the rising of the sun. Yet there are multitudes 
of people still living who can recall the time 
when the arrival of a letter was an event of 
rare concern. It requires an effort of imagina­
tion, as well as of memory, to realise that 
that there was a period when, save for the 
wealthy, the circle of interest meant practically 
the surroundings of home and of one’s imme­
díate friends and acquaintances. Those, how- ; 
ever, who desire to do sentimental justice to the 
services rendered to humanity by Sir Rowland 
H ill and his associates in the good work, 
must throw their thoughts back to the 
dark ages before the postman’s knock was 
one of the most familiar of household signs. 
We are apt, as things are, to take our privileges 
for granted. When a mother has to say good­
bye to her son, half the bitterness is taken 
out of the parting by the feeling that 
she will hear from day to day how he 
is getting on at school or college. There 
is parting, but there is no isolation. Families 
may be scattered over the face of the 
United Kingdom, or even over the whole 
world, hut the members may remain, 
if they choose, faithful and sympathetic 
confidants in each others’ joys and sorrows. 
All this, we say, is so well understood that it is 
hard to believe it was ever otherwise. Yet 
half a century ago, for ordinary people, a break 
in the family circle meant, in the majority of 
cases, a harsh rupture of all the old relations. 
It was possible to send letters, no doubt, but the 
cost was all but prohibitive. There was an end 1 
to that daily interchange of gossip and ideas 
which makes up the main interest of domestic 
life. No doubt, the letter when it came to 
be written was, with cultured correspondents, 
a work of art. The extinction of the 
art of correspondence is the price which 
has to be paid for the annihilation of dis­
tance. But, pleasant as it is in these days 
to read the quaint chronicles which our grand­
mothers (when they had tho gift) were wont to 
prepare of all things great and small that came 
within their observation, to the generation which 
had to do without the Penny Post it was the 
long intervals of silence that formed the serious 
feature of the dispensation under which their 
lot was cast. Those who could pay a shilling 
or tenpeuce for each pocket could keep in touch 
with absent friends; but for those to whom a 
shilling represented an appreciable part of 
a day’s income, out of sight meant out of 
hearing.

Hard as it was for the middle classes to bear 
tho expense of correspondence, letters were a 
luxury almost absolutely beyond the reach of tbo : 
poor. The labourer’s son who came up to town 
to better himself was, unless fortune chose to 
smile upon him at the outset of his career, 
as good as lost to his friends arvi kinsfolk. 
In raediffival England, when population -vas 
comparatively sparse and the means of coil.  
nmnication were wholly unorganised, it wan 
possible for the adventurer to send now 
and again a message to his native village by 
some returning acquaintance. Men lived in 
narrower circles then, and were able to keep a 
fairly firm grip upon old comrades. But on the 
eve of the Penny Post, English society had 
become sufficiently large and complex to 
make personal connections rare and difficult. 
Already the individual was lost in a crowd. 
The young fellow in town had either to send 
news of his doings to the old folks at home by 
mail or not to send it at a ll; and, needless to 
say, the inexorable shilling stood, for most of 
the absentees, fatally in the way. Sickness 
might come ; but there was no way of telling 
the homekeeping sister that she was wanted 
to nurse her brother. Absence was, in many 
cases, extinction. For, o f course, the habit and 
instinct of correspondence had no chance of 
being developed under a system which made 
communication the monopoly of the well-to-do. 
When it was impossible to keep up a know- j 
ledge of the course of events by the village fire­
side, affection gradually died away, and if, 
by some happy turn of fortune, the long- 
parted kinsmen met again, there was between 
them the gulf of the long period during which

each bad bad to keep.hi* eepareie pkih, end
form new friendships and dwell amid strange 
scene*. How serious an impediment this placed 
in the way of the healthy expansion and distri­
bution , of the working-class population need 
hardly be pointed out. The families in which the 
virtue* of filial devotion and of parental affec­
tion were strongest—in other words, the element 
which, of all others, it was desirable to intro­
duce into the growing masses of the tow nslj 
were placed under the greatest disabilities. 
Everv one is aware of the reluctance of the self- 
respecting poor, in our own days, to go into 
the Workhouse, They dread—and who doe»
not sympathise keenly with their feari^ th e 
breaking up of the household, and the blow to 
the dearest associations of their modest lives. 
It was with some such feelings that in the 
Twenties and the Thirties the head of a 
family looked at the parting from hiB children. 
To a Devonshire peasant Manchester was then 
almost as remote (in point o f postal space) as 
Australia is to-day; while it would be impos­
sible to find in the present sphere of Interna­
tional Postage operations any antilogy to places

I
 like Belfast or Dundee. Those Who live in 
those exceptional spots where porterage has 
to be paid for telegrams can appreciate 
the expense of ordinary correspondence fifty 

; years ago. There was no more common 
; or moro pathetic incident than the tender 
i to some poor old woman of a letter which 

she knew to be from her long-absent boy, and 
yet was forced, for lack of money, to hand back 
unopened to the messenger. If this cruel tariff 

i limited the opportunities of the poor, it no less 
! gravely interfered with the comforts of the 
' middle classes and the luxuries of the affluent.
| The Penny Post has not directly created 
; the existing network of trade and industry ;
. but it would be impossible to conceive how the 

system could have grown up without it. Think 
of the vast ramifications of commerce, of the 
shoals of letters received and despatched from 

I every establishment, office, or place of buri­
: ness, and then imagine how all this work 
. could be carried on with a system of dear 
postage. Like other blessings, that of cheap 
communication involves abuses. The ease 
with which letters can be despatched has mul­
tiplied letters beyond all reasonable limits of 
necessity. But the excess is no set-off to the 
enormous benefit which society has reaped.

It will be ungenerous to dissociate from the 
commemoration o f the Institution the name of 
the ingenious and indefatigable reformer who 
forced it on the acceptance of the authorities, 
and who made it successful in practice. There 
are some who challenge the claim of Sir 
Rowland H ill to priority in the inven­
tion of the device o f the adhesive
stump. IVe are quite content to accept 
on this delicate matter the deliberate and 
unanimous judgment of his contemporaries. 
Probably there never has been any improvement 
which has not been thought of by more heads 
than one. The credit is given, and is rightly 1 
given, to the man who has not only had 
the idea, but has successfully carried it j 
out in practice. Judged by this test. Sir 
Rowland H ill has an indefeasible title to 
the honour and gratitude o f posterity. I 
The extraordinary development of cheap 
postage is due, of course, to the concurrent 
progress in other fields of art and organisa­
tion. It is the extension of railways and other 
forms of steam locomotion that has brought 
the boon within the reach of all classes, and 
rescued every hamlet in the United Kingdom 
from its pristine isolation. But it was Sir 
Rowland H ill who, in spite of the sneers of 
those who pretended to insight, laid deep 
and firm the foundations of the fabric which | 
has grown with the growth of the nation. The 
introduction of the “  Queen’s Head ”  is the 
starting point of nearly everything that is 
distinctive in the civilisation of the Vic­
torian Age. The Newspaper Post, the 
Book Post, the Parcels Post, have all been 
conclusions to which the rudimentary system 
worked naturally out. That the Post Office not 
only confers inestimable benefits on society, but, 
from the point of view of State finance, is a 
paying concern, testifies to tho economy of 
effort which can bo secured by organisation on 
a sufficiently large scale, and by centralised 
control. But efficiency and profit would 
have been out of the question if some 
simple expedient had not been devised 
by which the public could prepay the 
postage. Very likely, if Sir Rowland H ill 
had not triumphantly fought the battle of 
the uniform penny charge and of the adhesive 
label, some other champion would have arisen 
later. The plan appears so obvious—now 
that it has been justified in use—that one 
almost wonders why nobody thought of it 
before the days of Sir Rowland TTit.t-,







' Jloob tiie same rotioction would apply 
to every advance in tlie appliances of civilisa­
tion. Mankind, fortunately, is content to pay 
its homage to the benefactor when ho appears, 
without vexing itself with the inquiry why ho 
came on the scene so late, or what would have 
happened if he had not appeared when he did.

1 Among nil the worthies whose title to regard 
Englishmen rec gnise as unequivocal, Sir 
Rowland Hill holds a foremost place. ~> t 1

event which deserves celebration, not only, and 
hardly even more, in the countiy of its occur­
rence than throughout the entire civilised world. 
On Friday, January 10, 1840, amid many 
prognostications of failure from the very highest 
authorities, the uniform penny-postage system 
was ushered into existence in England, the off­
spring of the patient inquiry aud far-reaching 
foresight of a projector who had had no special 
or professional training in the subject which he 
had thus mastered, and who, up to the age of 
thirty-seven, had been engaged in other and 
highly-absorbing duties of his own. What has 
beon the fate of this child of Roux and H ill’s 
brain the whole universe of civilisation is wit­
ness. So far from realising the gloomy vaticina­
tion of its parent’s adversaries, it throve ex­
ceedingly and from its birth, even in this country 
alone; and, so far from confining its successes 
within the limits of his supporters’ most enthu­
siastic expectations, it has revolutionised the 
wholo system of communication among men, 
and has virtually made the tour of the educated 
globe. We need not recount anew the history 
of this great achievement. I t  is a subject of 
familiarity as it is a source of legitimate pride to 
the majority of intelligent and decently in­
formed Englishmen ; and the contrast between 
the condition of the poorer and even a large 
portion of the middle classes before and after the 
great reform, is one on which they dwell with 
just satisfaction. No one man, perhaps, has 
ever at a single stroke conferred such a mar­
vellous addition of individual power upon his 
fellow-men. Electric communication, with all 
its vast accomplishments and vaster possibilities, 
is, after all, but an extension of facilities which 
Rowland H ill was the first to create. It an­
swers, as it were, to the acquisition of a language 
new, more compendious, and capable of more 
easy articulation ; whereas the invention of the 
penny post was as the gift of speech to 
the dumb. It gave voice to mute longings 
innumerable, aud brought the wliisper of hope 
and consolation to millions of solitary and 
veaming hearts. Separation for the first time 
ceased to be like death, and space was shorn of 
half its estranging power. The Greeks of the 
injthojKcic age would have made a god of the 
man wtfo could have done this for them, and liis 
name would havo come down to ua encircled by I 
a halo of immortal legend. Timotjheus himself, |

who “  taught to rule, as life directs the 
limbs, The tempest-winged chariots of the 
Ocean, And the Celt knew the Indian,”  was 
scarcely a greater worker of wonders than the 
homely English schoolmaster who first bridgod 
distances for the mass of mankind with written 
speech. He may fairly be called the bestower of 
a new faculty on the “  dim common popula­
tions” of men; for “ correspondence,” their se­
cond form of articulation—a form as familiar now 
to them as speech itself—can hardly be said to 
have existed for the human race at large before 
the invention of the penuy post.

That Rowland H ill’s reform should have 
encountered vehement resistance from Post Office 
officials of high influence and well-deserved autho­
rity is not surprising. Much should be allowed 
for natural prejudice, for the inevitable ten­
dency of the expert to distrust the “  amateur ” 
as Rowland H ill, in effect, wca, and for the mere 
human unwillingness to admit that possibilities 
which had escaped detection by the study oi a 
lifetime could really reveal themselves to un­
trained eyes. We of theso days, who sit com­
placently contemplating tlio broken and balanced 
egg of Columbus, may with much propriety re­
frain from the assumption of any excessive airs of 
superiority. Even in the full consciousness of 
our wisdom after the event, wo Bhould most of 
us do well not to be too confident that we should 
have been on the side of the enthusiastic pro- 

1 jector from 1837 to 1840, and not on that of 
the sceptical official. After all, the truth which 
lay at the basis of the reform is not by auy 
means a self-evident one ; to the contemporaries 
of the discoverer it had rather the appearance 
of a paradox. As a general proposition,no doubt, 
there might have been no very great difficulty in 
believing that the main cost to the Post Office 
ln respect of each letter was incurred under

the head of terminal charges—nut is to Aiay 
collection and delivery—and that thejftx- 
pense of conveyance from one post town to 
another was of altogether inferior importance. 
But to accept the assurance that this latter 
charge was an absolutely infinitesimal fraction of 
the former—that, for instance, in the transmis­
sion of a letter from London to Edinburgh, at a 

1 postage of one shilling and fourpence halfpenny, 
the actual cost of carriage was represented by no 
more than one-ninth of a farthing—was by no 
means so easy m feat of the intelligence. Row­
land H ill, indeed, did not find it so him­
self. On the contrary, so surprising did 
the discovory seem to him that it was not 
until he had over and over again tested his facts 
and calculations that he could believe in its 
accuracy. No wonder, then, that Officialdom 
found it a hard saying, and that they resisted an 
experiment which could not but result, as it 
seemed to them, in a serious loss to the Revenue. 
“  Inventors,” so-called, have abounded in all 
ages. There has probably never been a time 
when some heaven-born genius or other was not 
besieging Governments and Departments with 
his infallible scheme for quadrupling the Revenue, 
paying off the National Debt, or revolutionising 
the methods of one or other of the public services 
to the common and immense benefit alike of the 
State and the citizen. There is another side to 
the famous picture left us by D ickens of 
Daniel Doyce and the Circumlocution Office. 
Nine times out of ten the inventor is of the 
“ pseudo” variety—a foather-hcad or a crack- 
brain—and Officialdom does well to turn a deaf 
ear to him ; but the tenth time he is an inquirer 
who has lighted on a real discovery, and then 
the Minister unfortunate enough to be in office 
at the moment, and to declare of that discovery 
—as did Lord Lichfield, the Postmaster-Gene­
ral, of Rowland H ill’s project—that, “ of all 
the wild and visionary schemes he had ever 
heard or read of, it was the most extraordinary,”  
of course “  damns himself to] everlasting fame.” 
In honouring the inventor let us spare a word of 
pity for the bad luck of his official opponent.

We have, however, the advantage of the men 
of fifty years ago, in that we havo been taught 
prudence in the matter of pronouncing anything 
imjjossible. A whole line of scientific magicians, 
from the fathers of steam and telegraphy down 
to their latest and most astonishing descendant, 
Mr. Edison, have been continually administering 
that lesson to the world, until now the danger 
iB lest man should bo too credulous of the 
sorceries of science, and believe it capable of 
doing more for the advancement and elevation 
of the human race than anything but that human 
spirit itself can ever do. The mental attitude 
of average humanity differs, in short, as widely 
as possible from that which Rowland H ill 
found so discouragingly general even among his 
best-informed countrymen. Scepticism—so far, 
at least, as the actual or promisod miracles of 
the physicist are concerned—is the very last of 
our characteristics ; and contentment with our 
conquests over Nature is the last but one. Most 
of those Englishmen who are “  praising famous 
men ”  to-day, and reviewing with satisfaction 
and, let us hope, with gratitude the blessings 
which have resulted to the world from improved 
facilities of communication, are not in the least 
disposed to remain satisfied with them. To rest 
and be thankful is not in the modern nature. We 
may think ourselves fortunate if wo succeed in 
fulfilling the latter half of the commandment. 
“  Be thankful—yes 1” exclaimed an impassioned 
Countess the other day from a political platform; 
“ but rest?—never!”  Much as the improved 
postal service has done for human prosperity, 
enlightenment, and happiness, we shall not rest 
until we have brought men into closer and 
quicker communication still. The penny post 
itself is, perhaps, only capable of a limited 
amount of further development. An ocean 
penny postage we must sooner or later have, and 
the day cannot, we hope, be far distant when 
communication on theso tonus will be brought 
within reach of every subject of her Majesty, 
whatever spaces of her world-wide Empire may 
divide one correspondent from the other. Be­
yond this, however, the expansion of the postal 
system would seem to be difficult. We caunot 
much cheapen or greatly quicken a transit which 
already approaches, if it has not already reached, 
the maximum of despatch and the minimum of 
cost. The written letter cannot travel much faster 
or,a* much lightorchargcs,o"be distributed with 
greater frequency and regi 'arity than is the 
cetse at present; and for reasod celerity of 
communication we must loos our mighty but 
a till youthful and growing servant, Electricity.
' To the capacities of that magical envoy—the 
vtockery and the despair of the “  light-foot Is is  ” 

f the gods—no one nowadays would venture to 
et bounds.

A J t, ,? H E  p o s t  o f f i c e  a s  s o c i a l i s t .
_  t ■ / ¿ 7 . / ,  i  bp)
I h e  Post Office, whose praises are in all the papers to*day, is ■ 
one great argument which can be adduced from experience in t 
country in favour of State Socialism. Many readers v. 
remember the destructive criticism which Mr. H e r b e r t  S p e n c e r  

*Q one earlier essays to the departments of Static
Officialism, he said, was sluggish and muddling and wasteful 
even when it was not also corrupt and given over to jobbery. In 
every instance but one, it must be admitted that the private* 
enterprise men can make out a good case against the State. The 
administration of justice, its chief concern, is even now a disgrace 
to civilization. The law is uncertain; it is costly ; it is capricious; 
and it is tedious. As for the Acts of the Legislature, they are 
generally self-contradictory, and always obscure. “ Muddle and/ 
Waste ’ is the motto of the War Office; and the best that any! 
one claims for the management of the Navy is that it is not so badĵ  
now as it used to be. But the Post Office is a shining exception. It- 
has created, organized, and controlled a gigantic business with as 
much enterprise and success as if it had been a private venture. 
Fifty years ago its revenue was under i 1/? millions. Last year it 
was nearly 11 .v£ millions. A ll the newspaper articles have been, 
fuM great social benefits which the extension of Post Officej
facilities has conferred on the people at large. These benefits« 
are very great; but they have been twofold, for besides! 
promoting social well-being, the Post Office contributes also 
to tne Exchequer. If it were not for the indirect revenue 
raised by Post Office profits, we should need nearly * yid. 
added to the Income Tax. The business which by able

' and economical management relieves us of so much.,
| direct taxation is one of continually increasing ramifications. 
fT re  State, through its Postmaster-General, is not merely Letter- i 
l carrier, but is also Banker, Stockbroker, Telegraphist, Thrift-pro- 
jmoter, and Parcels deliverer. O f course, we all grumble now and 
^again over Post Office grievances ; but we know all the time that 
con the whole the Post Office is well managed, or at the very 
jworst that it is not very grossly ill-managed, “ I do not»
\understand,” said Mr. Gladstone yesterday in his defence of 
'private ownership as against land nationalization, “ in what way 
1the State is to be made a good and capable landlord.” N o ; but/ 
’ we must admit that in the success of the Post Office the State*
' Socialists have, at any rate, one crumb of experimental comfort.
, Of course, it dees not prove everything for them. But at least it is 
, enough to negative any sweeping proposition made against them,
, The success of the Post Office proves that State-control may tx 
both “  good and capable."

The extension of State-control which js most often argued for 
on the strength ot the Post Office is the case of the railways. If 
the State can make so good a thing for the public out of 
carrying letters and parcels, why (people ask) should it not be 
trusted to make a good thing also out o: carrying persons and 
luggage ? O f course the analogy is not a good one, for many 
reasons into which we need not enter. And of course, too, 
the railways arc an immensely bigger concern than the Post Office. 
The railway receipts for iSSS were close upon 70 millions, or 
nearly seven times as much as the Fost Office receipts. The 
Post Office employs 60,000 permanent hands, and 50,000 
supernumeraries. The rail ways employ nearly three times that 
number of servants. Still the difference, it may well be argued, 
is only one of degree ; and if the State can in one 
Department alone employ 110,000 servants to earn a profit of three 
millions, without the least suspicion of jobbery, why 
should it not te  trusted to employ 300,000 servants, to 
ea n a profit of thirty millions ? We need not pursue 
either the argument for State-control of the railways or the 
answer to it here. But what will occur forcibly to
many minds in connection with the Jubilee of the Penny 
Post is the question whether the time has not come for 
the railways to apply to their business the secret of the Post 
Office. In other words, has not the time come for some unifor­
mity of Railway Rates as applied to passengers ? There was an 

• enthusiast in this matter who once expounded to us his vision 
•of a time when a passenger would merely have to stick a penny I 
'stamp on his hat in order to get carried by railroad from ! 
janv one point in the country to any ether point Letters and parcels 
and goods, being inert matter, have, he pointed out, to be carted—

' ^ f rC? L eXpenSii~ b0thnint0 3 train and outof Passengers pay these expenses ¡¡for themselves out of their stock ol
Vii L r l er2yr H.e° ce- he argued, they ought to be the cheapest of 
all forms of weight to carry. This scheme, we fear, is only a. 
com 1 of distant perfection. But is it not time that some 
syste . railway zones with uniform fares, such as has recently 
been revised on the Austro-Hungarian lines, came within the 
range ft practical railway politics ? .

l b







Som * of th* Anomalies that Led to the
Establishment of a  Universal Postage.
Hie 10th of January is the fiftieth anniversary 

sf the day when the barbarous old postal system 
was discarded to make way for penny postage. 
That the Post Office, over 50 years ago, needed 
■eorganisation is shown by many facts. The 
postal revenue, notwithstanding an increase in the 
population of 30 per cent., for 20 years stood still; 
while that of France, where rates were lighter, 
in 14 years swelled 64 per cent. M Letter­
smuggling,” spite of heavy penalties, had as­
sumed vast proportions. Every kind of fraud 
was practised on the Office; and the verdict of 
public opinion invariably seemed to be—serve 
it rigbtl—Districts in England and Wales larger 
than Middlesex were entirely without postal 
facilities ; while in Scotland und Ireland things 
were even worse. In Ireland eagfr person re­
ceived on an average

A  LETT JR ONCE A TEAR.
In Sabden, a place of 12,000 inhabitants, near 
Manchester, where Cobdeu had his works, no 
sort of postoffice existed. The money order 
system was in force, but was little used. Ten 
gears after 1840, ita business had grown 
twentyfold. As there were no postage-stamps, 
it being considered an insult to the receiver for 
the sender to pay postage on a letter—the post­
man's round was protracted to wearisome ness. 
At each house that he delivered a letter be 
waited to receive the postage in money, and 
many a man whose round lay along lonely ways 
was marked out for attack. It took 15 hours to 
Send a letter from one part of the smaller 
London of those days to another part, and 25 
Honrs to reach the suburbs. Where it was a 
cross post, as that between Uxbridge and 
Gravesend, a letter required two days for the 40 
miles journey.

If to the nch the postman’s knock was not a 
sound of dread it.was because so many of the 
classes sent their letters free—that is, of course, 
at the .

EXPENSE OP THE TAXPAYERS.
Members of Parliament, then nearly always 
wealthy, and the peers of the realm, enjoyed this 
monstrous “ privilege,’’ and often dispensed it 
right and left to people who could as weliafFord 
to do without *‘ franks ” as their donors. So 
comprehensive did the privilege become that 
such things as a greatcoat, a parcel of baby 
Knen, a piano, a feather-bed, several couples of 
hounds, a pair of carriage-horses, and even 
maid-servants have travelled as free letters.

It was to the ears of the masses that the 
jxntman’s knock struck terror. Heartrending 
are the stories told by official and other wit­
nesses examined before the Select Committee 
on Postage of 1837 of the burden the postal tax 
imposed upon the poor. There are, however, 
two bright spdts iu the record : the extreme 
kindness shown by many postmasters (them­
selves often not rich) in the way of trusting 
the poor with unpaid letters whentheirdelivery 
was urgently desired, or when they had laiu 
waiting at the local office for weeks; and the

SCRUPULOUS HONESTY,
with which most of the trusted poor paid back 
the money, frequently by very Blow instalments. 
Often a visit to the pawnshop preceded the 
“  taking-up ” of the rare missive from absent 
relative or friend. Onoe a poverty-stricken 
woman, not liking to come absolutely empty- 
handed, brought with her a spoon as a pledge 
for the postage on a letter sho longed to *• take- 
up,” and offered it to the local postmaster’s 
sister. The latter was probably a kindly soul ; 
for, said the witness, “ My sister did not tako 
the spoon.’’ Sometimes the money could not be 
raised, and tho postmaster was either not good- 
naturedly disposed, or had already overstrained 
his capacity to pay other people’s postage. 
And then the louged-for, long-waiting letter 
was returned unopened, never to be read. 
Sadder still are instances yet to be cited. The 
children of the country poor coming up 
to London and other populous centres in 
search of employment, as they have been 
doing for centuries past, were olten 
heard of by their elders no more.
Great Britain* wss then much less wealthy, 
many things besides postage were dearer, wages 
were lower, and there was less margin for in­
dulgence in the luxury of

COSTLY HOKE LETTERS.
The Irish in Lancashire, said Cobden, were 
practically as much separated from their 
brethren in Ireland as though they dwelt at tho 
Antipodes. And what of those who did dwell 
at the Antipodes or elsewhere? Death-like 
must have been the separation in the days when 
the loz. letter to or from America (now 5d.) 
cost 8s. 8d. We seem to gain some hint of what 
was-the state of things as we read the list

i .^vertisementa in an Irish weekly paper, 
which shows how long - sundered kitb 
snd kin in these better days seek
tidings of each other. Heavy postal rates
severed kindred and friends quite as effectually 
as leagues of ocean. No franking privilege had 
these poor people; no power to send about 
pianos, feather-beds, carriage-horses, and the 
Uko at the expense of the general public. 
Who can wonder that the Bristol poor, 
during the penny postage agitation, were 
eecn signing a petition in its favor 
with an enthusiasm which an eye-witness de­
clared he had never seen equalled ?

"Feople would not writ« oftener than thoy 
do at present, even if their letters were sent 
free,” said one of the many officials who thought 
themselves wiser than Howland Ilill. Clearly, 
this seer had forgotten the golden rule: never 
prophesy unless you know. The lightest inland 
postal charge outside town limits was 4d. lor a 
journey of 15 miles; the heaviest Is. 8Jd., the 
average 6Jd,, or about the third of most work­
ing men’s then daily wages. For distance as 
well as weight was reckoned. No such letters 
as we noli write were ever written then, be­
cause when a missive consisted of more than 
one separate piece of paper each piece was con­
sidered s Qi a ran ant t d  1 lilWU

Thus people as much as possible wrote on a 
single large sheet which they afterwards 
folded and sealed. A sheet of paper, an 
envelope, and stamp such as we now use would, 
under the old system, have made a treble letter, 
on which, if sent the longest inland journey, 
the charge would have been 5s. l§d., or three 
times Is. S^d. A Wolverhampton lawyer sent a 
client in Loudon a letter enclosing a returned 
bill of exchange with a scrap of paper 
fastened to it. The postage came to 2s. 6d., 
or three times the tenpenny rate between 
the two places. Had an adhesive stamp been 
affixed to one of the old sort of letters it could 
no more have prepaid it than a railway ticket 
issued before the invention ot railways could 
have secured & seat in oue of the old stage 
coaches. For a railway ticket in existence be­
fore railways is not a greater anachronism than 
a postage stamp in existence before prepayment 
of letters. It is ouly because the old system has 
faded out of men's recollection that they fail to 
see absurdity in the assertions sometimes igno­
rantly put forward—that postage-stamps saw 
the light years before either uniformity of rate 
or prepayment of postage were dreamed of.

The foregoing is but & sketch of the old state 
of things which the

TORIES or HALF A CENTURY AGO 
moved heaven and earth to retain. Space will 
not permit to tell of all its anomalies 
and injustices; but perhaps enough has been 
»aid to show that the man who was denounced 
ns a mischievous innovator, a revolutionist, and 
the wildest of visionaries knew what lie was 
about. A long up-hill fight of four years led 
to victory, for he was oue of those who, amid 
ridicule and opposition, hold on their way un­
heeding. And he was splendidly helped by 
sympathiser» in every rank of life •

P E N N Y  POST J U B I L E E .

TO THE EDITOK OP THE TIM ES.
S ir,—To those o f us who have not fallen down ami 

worshipped the golden image which the British public 
has set up, this Post Office jubilation appears inex­
pressibly com ic. I have not yot learned w ith e r  they 
arc celebrating the disastrous and ignominious defeat 
of 1840, when, as yoa have pointed out, ever., man 
from top to bottom (except one solicitor) fought L,r 
the old rigim e, or whether they are raising paeans or 
self-praise over the fact that they have maintained the 
postage rate at tho same price for half a century. I f  
the first o f these suppositions be correct, the celebra­
tion would resemble a meeting of the French princes 
to do glory to the centenary of 1789 ; i f ,  on the other 
band, they are rejoicing over 60 years of penny 
postage, 1 should have thought that the demonstra­
tion should rather be one of penitence for an incapa­
city  for business unequalled in the annals of our 
country.

The public, I know, regard this institution as some­
thing almost sacred in its efficacy and virtue, hut 1 
should like to ask whether there is one other institu­
tion or thing connected with communications, educa­
tion, and the progress c f  the people which has 
succeeded in maintaining as complacent an attitude 
of stagnation as her M ajesty’ s Post Office. Of course, 
I am aware o f their extension of the reply post-cards 
system to Celebes, or parcels post to Seychelles, or 
inauguration o f special coach service to Brighton 

, (there being no railway to that place, at present, I 
believe), for these anil other feats have been chroni­
cled by others as w ell as myself in your columns. But 
the question is not so much what remarkable and 
quite useless things have been done as what useful 
and sensible things have been left undone.

The public have never grasped the question o f the 
Post Office ; they are dazzled by the enormity of the 
figures ; they clap their hands over the millions o f news­
papers, and i f  Mr. Kaikes were to announce that he 
had delivered 1,000,000,000 letters last year I have 
no doubt they would insist on making him a duke. 
But, Sir, the Post Office does not write the letters, 
and the only real cause for astonishment is that the 
profit balance at the end of the year is not ten times 
as heavy as it is.

I t  would take up too much o f your space to go into 
details o f the mismanagement by which alone our Post 

' Office profits are kept within measurable compass ; 
but let any business man contemplate the loss involved 
in such proceedings as the follow ing :—

(» )  Borrowing money at 6 per cent, for offices in 
nearly every town in England, instead of obtaining a 
Treasury loan at something under 8 per cent. '

(6) Maintaining the antiquated mail cotiract sysw - 
for over-sea letters.

(e) Maintaining mail-eart contracts and driving 
letters away from main line stations '  or 20 miles, 
winter and summer, to litt le  poky old towns, which 
were postal centres at the beginning o f the century, 
and so delivering the letters at St. Martin’ s at 6 or 6 
in the morning instead o f shortly before midnight.

And, finally, le t some consideration be given to  
over-sea postal rates generally, which, I  believe, w ill 
vie  in grotesque im becility  with anything that Row ­
land H ill was able to expose during bis magnificent 
campaign. 2 - ^

The increase o f  letters during the next ten years 
w ill ,  there can be no question, vastly exceed all 
exoectation or precedent. We  are manufacturing in oar 
education m ills letter-writers at the rate of thousands 
a w eek, and- i f  our Government ever becomes suffi­
ciently enlightened to cease taxing education by seizing 
a profit from the Post Office, and i f  our party polir 
ticians are some day peremptorily forbidden from push­
ing Postmaster-Generals in and out as their wire-pullers 
direct, thore is no reason why even the Post Office 
should not reform, and, marching with the times, 
lower their prices as business increases, and before long 
carry a ll letters, large or small, at a farthing apiece.

U  t  ¡ ¡ a Your obedient servant,
'  ' ! U WALTER COOTE.

St. Cnthbert's, Bournemouth.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIM ES.
Sir,—There are tens of thousands of professional 

men, doctors, lawyers, clergy, k c . ,  and hundreds of 
: thousands o f other people compelled to live in rural 

villages.who have but scant cause for feeling jubilant 
on the occasion of the Penny Post jubilee.

1. W ill it  be believed that in this postal district, 
which is within five miles of Y eovil, and therefore of

. two main railways, we can only communicate with 
London once a day, although there is a second despatch 

. from the post-office at llcbestcr so timed as just to 
! make it useless for Londou letters ?

2. W ill it further be believed that the second delivery 
of letters is so arranged as to make it  impossible for 
outsiders sending for them to receive them in time 
to answer by the same day’s despatch?

3. S till worse, letters from Dorset—from places on 
the railway not more than 30 miles distance—take 36 
to 40 hours to reach this place !

Now that England is covered with such a network 
of railways it ought to be possible for every post-office 
to have at least two communications a day with 
London, and for letters posted anywhere to-day to be 
delivered everywhere in England to-morrow. Where 
is the new Rowland H ill who w ill bring this about ?

Yours, k c ..  HENRY ROE.
Yeovilton Rectory, llchester, Jan. 8. f p
P .S .—The daily London papers are in Y eovil at 

10 a.m. They are delivered here the next morning at 
about 9.

THE POST O F FIC E  A N D  T E E  FBESS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES,
Sir,—Several years since—thanks mainly to a letter 

which you were good enough to insert from me—the 
two journals published by me at thiB office, and conse­
quently, I believe, many other w eekly papers, were 
rescued from the high-handed and unwarrantable inter­
ference on the part of the Post Office authorities which 
is now being renewed, and which 1 think is as un­
called for as it is injudicious.

1 am sure i f  I can once more enlist your most valu­
able assistance, and i f ,  as the result, a properly 
organized opposition on the part of the publishers of 
weekly newspapers is arranged, we shall again suc­
ceed in compelling the Postinaster-Geceral to cease 
from harassing us. I f  we fa il, there is, so far as I 
can see, no act ot high-handed and irresponsible 
authority the Postinaster-Goneral may not commit.

The contention of the authorities at St. Martin’s- 
le-Grand is that the definition of tbo Act of 1870, 
describing a newspaper as a publication consisting 
“  wholly or in great part of news,’ ’ meaus "  wholly 
or in greater part of new s,”  or at any rate that the 
Postmaster-General is at his pleasure so to be allowed 
to  interpret it ; and, secondly, that the matter of 
which papers like the Building N ew  and the Knglith 
Mechanic necessarily for the most part consist is not 
“  news ”  in the meaning of the word intended by 
Parliament.

Our contention is—first, that onr matter is as much 
news ”  to the more lim ited and special circles of 

readers we eater for as intelligence respecting 
ordinary political and general matters is to the 
general newspaper-reading public ; and, next, that 
the Act of Parliament does not say in greater 
jiart,”  bnt in “  great part ”  o f news, and that i f  dis­
cretion is le ft to the Postmaster-General to interpret 
the w ill o f Parliament it it only fair and reasonable 

I that that discretion should be exercised with con- 
side ration. Surely, even i f  the Postmaster-General 

' is to refuse at his sole pleasure to admit newly- 
started journals to the benefits of registration, it was 
never intended that he should be enabled autocrati­
ca lly  to withdraw them from papers lik e  ours, which 
have been in existence 34 years and 20 years respec­
tive ly  ?

There a^p scores of w eekly papers of high standing 
and old existence which are being threatened just now 
as we are, and unless common actioD  is taken we 
shall be beaten one by o»e. We shall, o f course, only 
suffer to a limited extent. The public generally w ill 
have to pay the higher postage^ or they w ill lose 
special features we shall be obliged to omit. Is the 
Postmaster-General thus to be allowed to dictate to 
us what we «ball publish and what we ahall leave 
out ?

I f  so, a censorship of the Press w ill have been 
established which may not improbably extend itaelf 
in unlocked for directions presently. ' 

t am sure i f  we have your aid we shall once again 
> avert this stupid piece of official interference, which 
is only another instance o f the vexatious persistence 
with which St. Martin’ s-le-Grand has always harassed 
newspaper publishers during my 27 years’ experience, 
instead of encouraging and facilitating our work as 
is the case in all other civilized  countries.

I am, fce., E. J. K IBBLEWH1TE.
_ 332. Strand. London, W.C.
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Some of the Anomalies that Led to the
Establishment o f a Universal Postage.
The 10th of January is the fiftieth anniversary 

of the day when the barbarous old postal system 
was discarded to make way for penny postage. 
That the Post Office, over 50 years ago, needed 
»organisation is shown by many facts. The 
postal revenue,notwithstanding an increase in the 
population of 30 per cent., for 20 years stood still; 
while that of Prance, where rates were lighter, 
in 14 years swelled 54 per cent. “ Letter­
smuggling,” spite of heavy penalties, had as­
sumed vast proportions. Every kind of fraud 
was practised on the Oftice; and the verdict of 
public opinion invariably seemed to be—serve 
it right 1—Districts in England and Wales larger 
than Middlesex were entirely without postal 
facilities ; while in Scotland and Ireland things 
were even worse. In Ireland each person re­
ceived on an average

A LETT ill  ONCE A YEAR.
In Sabaen, a place of 12,000 inhabitants, near 
Manchester, where Cobden had his works, no 
sort of postcifice existed. Tho money order 
system wss in force, but was little used. Ten 
years after 1340, ita business had grown 
twentyfold. As there were no postage-stamps, 
it being considered an insult to the receiver for 
the sender to pay postage on a letter—the post­
man’s round was protracted to wearisomeness. 
At each house that he delivered a letter he 
waited to receive the postage in money, and 
many a man whoso round lay along lonely ways 
was marked out for attack. It took 15 hours to 
send a letter from one part of the smaller 
London of those days to another part, and 25 
hours to reach the suburbs. Where it was a 
cross post, as that between Uxbridge and 
Gravesend, a letter required two days for the 40 
miles journey.

If to the rich the postman’s knock was not a 
sound of dread it was because so many of the 
classes sent their letters free—that is, of course, 
at the .

EXPENSE OP THE TAXPAYERS.
Members of Parliament, then nearly always 
wealthy,and the peers of the realm, enjoyed this 
monstrous “ privilege,” and often dispensed it 
right and left to people who could as weliafford 
to do without “  franks ” as their donors. So 
comprehensive did the privilege become that 
such things as a greatcoat, a parcel of baby 
linen, a piano, a feather-bed, several couples of 
hounds, a pair of carriage-horses, and even 
maid-servants have travelled as free letters.

It was to the ears of the masses that the 
jxMtman's knock struck terror. Heartrending 
are the stories told by official and other wit­
nesses examined before the Select Committee 
on Postage of 1837 of the burden the postal tax 
imposed upon tho poor. There are, however, 
two bright spots iu the record : the extreme 
kindness shown by many postmasters (them­
selves often not rich) in the way of trusting 
the poor with unpaid letters whentlieirdelivery 
was urgently desired, or when they had lain 
waiting at the local office for weeks; and tho

8CRUPOLOC8 honesty ,
with which most of the trusted poor paid back 
the money, frequently by very slow instalments. 
Often a visit to tho pawnshop preceded the 
"  taking-up ’’ of the rare missive from absent 
relative or friend. Onoe a poverty-stricken 
woman, not liking to come absolutely empty- 
handed, brought with her a spoon as a pledge 
for the postage on a letter she longed to " take- 
up,” and offered it to the local postmaster's 
sister. The latter was probably a kindly soul ; 
for, said the witness, ” My sister did not take 
the spoon.’’ Sometimes the money could not be 
raised, and tho postmaster was either not good- 
naturedly disposed, or had already overstraiued 
his capacity to pay other people's postage. 
And then the longed-for, long-waiting letter 
was returned unopened, never to be read. 
Sadder still are instances yet to be cited. Tlie 
children of the country poor coming up 
to London and other populous centres in 
search of employment, as they have been 
doing for centuries past, were often 
heard of by their elders no more.
Great Britain* was then much leas wealthy, 
many things besides postage were dearer, wages 
were lower, and there was less margin for in­
dulgence in the luxury of

COSTLY HOME LETTERS.
The Irish iu Lancashire, said Cobden, were 
practically os much separated from their 
brethren in Ireland as though they dwelt at the 
Antipodes. And what of these who did dwell 
at the Antipodes or elsewhere ? Death-like 
must have been the separation in the days when 
the loz. letter to or from America (now 5d.) 
cost 8s. 8d. We seem to gain some hint of what 
was the state of things os we read the list 
of advertisements in an Irish weekly paper, 
which shows how long - sundered kith 
and kin in these better days seek
tidings of each other. Heavy postal rates
severed kindred and friends quite as effectually 
as leagues of ocean. No franking privilege had 
these poor people; no power to send about 
pianos, (feather-beds, carriage-horses, und the 
hko at the expense of the general public. 
Who can wonder that the Bristol poor, 
during the penny postage agitation, were 
seen signing a petition in its favor 
with an enthusiasm which an eye-witness de­
clared he had never seen equalled ?

“ l ’eoplo would not write oftener than they 
do at present, even if their letters were sent 
free,” said one of the many officials who thought 
themselves wiser than Howland Hill. Clearly, 
this seer had forgotten the golden rule: never 
prophesy unless you know. The lightest inland 
postal charge outside town limits was 4d. lor a 
journey of 15 miles ; the heaviest Is. 8Jd., the 
average 6jd., or about the third of most work­
ing men’s then daily wages. For distance as 
well as weight was reckoned. No such letters 
ns we now write were ever written then, be­
cause when a missive consisted of more than 
one separate pieco of paper each piece was con­
sidered i  C

A SEPARATE LETTER.
Thus people as much as possible wrote on a 
single large sheet which they afterwards 
folded and sealed. A sheet of paper, an 
envelope, and stamp such ns we now use would, 
under the old system, have made a treble letter, 
on which, if sent the longest inland journey, 
the charge would have been 5s. l£d., or three 
times Is. 8jd. A Wolverhampton lawyer sent a 
client in Loudon a letter enclosing a returned 
bill of exchange with a scrap of paper 
fastened to it. The postage came to 2s. 6d., 
or three times the tenpenny rate between 
the two places. Had nn adhesive stamp been 
affixed to one of the old sort of letters it could 
no more have prepaid it than a railway tic -t 
issued before the invention of railways could 
have secured a seat in one of tho old stage 
coaches. For a railway ticket in existence be­
fore railways is not a greater anachronism than 
a postage stamp in existence before prepayment 
of letters. It is only because the old system has 
faded out of men's recollection that they fail to 
see absurdity in the assertions sometimes igno­
rantly put forward—that po3tagc-stamps saw 
the light years before either uniformity of rate 
or prepayment of postage were dreamed of.

The foregoing is but a sketch of the old s' ate 
of things which the

TORIES or HALE A CENTURY AGO 
moved heaven and earth to retain. Space will 
not permit to tell of all its anomalies 
and injustices; but perhaps enough has been 
said to show that the man who was denounced 
as a mischievous innovator, a revolutionist, and 
the wildest of visionaries knew what he was 
about. A long up-hill fight of four years led 
to victory, for lie was one of those who, amid 
ridicule and opposition, hold on their way un­
heeding. And he was splendidly helped by 
sympathisers in every rank of life. -

P E N N Y  POST J U B I L E E .

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIM ES.
S ir,—To those of us who have not fallen down and 

worshipped the golden image which the British public 
has set up, this ¡Post Office jubilation appears inex­
pressibly com ic. I have not yot learned w ith e r  they 
arc celebrating the disastrous and ignominious defeat 
of 1840, when, as you have pointed out, ever., nJan 
from top to bottom (except one solicitor) fought ;-,r 
the old régime, or whether they are raising pæans oi 
self-praise over the fact that they have maintained the 
postage rate at tho same price for half a century, i f  
the first of these suppositions be correct, the celebra- 
tiou would resemble a meeting of the French princes 
to do glory to the centenary of 1789 ; if , on the other- 
hand, they are rejoicing over 50 years of penny 
postage, 1 should have thought that the demonstra­
tion should rather be one of penitence for an incapa­
c ity  for business unequalled in the annals of our 
country.

The public, I know, regard this institution as some­
thing almost sacred in its efficacy and virtue, hut I 
should like to ask whether there is one other institu­
tion or thing connected with communications, educa­
tion , anil tho progress c f  the people which has 
succeeded in tnaiataining as complacent an attitude 
o f  stagnation as her M ajesty’ s Fost Office. Of course,
1 am aware of their extension of the reply post-cards 
system to Celebes, or parcels post to Seychelles, or 
inauguration of special coach service to Brighton 
(there being no railway to that place, at present, I 
believe), for these and other feats bave been chroni­
cled  by others as w ell as myself in your columns. But 
the question is not so much what remarkable and 
quite useless things have been done as what useful 
and sensible things have been le ft undone.

Tbe public have never grasped the question o f the 
Post Office ; they are dazzled by the enormity o f the 
figures ; they clap their handsover the millions of news­
papers, and i f  Mr. Haikes were to announce that he 
had delivered 1,000,000,000 letters last year I have 
no doubt they would insist on making him a duke. 
But, Sir, the Post Office does not write the letters, 
and tbe only real cause for astonishment is that tbe 
profit balance at the end of the year is not ten times 
as heavy as it  is.

I t  would take up too much of your space to go into 
details of the mismanagement by wbick alone our Post 
Office profits are kept within measurable compass ; 
but let aDy business man contemplate the loss involved 
in such proceedings as the following :—

(а) Borrowing money at S per cent, for offices in 
nearly every town in England, instead of obtaining a 
Treasury loan at something under 3 per cent.

(б ) Maintaining tho antiquated mail co f.ra ct sys*-«— ! 
for over-sea lettera.

(c) Maintaining mail-cart contracts and driving 
letters away from main line stations 15 or 20 miles, 
winter and summer, to little  poky old towns, which 
were postal centres at the beginning of the century, 
and so delivering the letters at St. Martin’s at 5 or 6 
in tbe morning instead o f shortly before midnight.

And, finally, le t  some consideration he given to 
over-sea postal rates generally, which, I believe, w ill 
vie  in grotesque im becility  with anything that Row­
land H ill was able to expose during bis magnificent 
campaign. 2 .^

The increase o f  letters during the next ten years 
w ill, there can be no question, vastly exceed all 
exoectation or precedent. We are manufacturing in our 
education m ills letter-writers at the rate of thousands 
a w eek, and- i f  our Government ever becomes suffi­
ciently enlightened to cease taxing education by seizing 
a profit from the Post Office, and i f  our party p oli­
ticians are some day peremptorily forbidden from push­
ing Postmaster-Generals in and out as their wire-pullers 
direct, there is no reason why even the Post Office 
should not reform, and, marching with the times, 
lower their prices as business increases, and before long 
carry a ll letters, large or small, at a farthing apiece, 

t o  . /  Of) our obedient servant,
/ V  ‘ f  ■'JV WALTER COOTE.

Bt. Cnthbert’ s, Bournemouth.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIM ES.
Sir,—There are tens of thousands o f professional 

men, doctors, lawyers, clergy, A c ., and hundreds of 
thousands of other people compelled to live in rural 
villages.w ho have hut scant cause for feeling jubilant

I
on tho occasion o f the Penny Post jubilee.

1. W ill it  be believed that in this postal district, 
which is within five miles of Y eovil, and therefore of 
tw o main railways, we can only communicate with 
London once a day, although there is a second despatch 
from the post-office at llcbester so timed as just to 

! make it  useless for  Londou letters ?
2. W ill it  further be believed that the second delivery 

oi letters is so arranged as to make it  impossible for 
outsiders sending for them to receive them in time 
to answer by the some day’ s despatch?

3. S till worse, letters from Dorset— from places on 
the railway not more than 30 mileB distance—take 36 
to  40 hours to reach this place !

Now that England is covered with such a network 
of railways it ought to he possible for every post-office 
to have at least two communications a day with 
London, and for letters posted anywhere to-day to be 
delivered everywhere in England to-morrow. Where 
is the new Rowland H ill who w ill bring this about ?

Yours, A c., HENRY ROE. 
Y eovilton  Rectory, llchester, Jan. 8. 4 q  
P .S .—The daily London papers are in Y eovil at 

10 a.m. They are delivered here the next morning at 
about. 9.

T U E  POST O F FIC E  A N D  T U E  P1ŒSS.
-------- •

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIM ES.
Bir,—Several years since—thanks mainly to a letter 

which you were good enough to insert from me—tho 
I two jo.urnala published by me at this office, and conse- 
| quently, I believe, many other w eekly  papers, were 

rescued from the high-handed and mi warrantable inter­
ference o n th ep a ito f the Post Office authorities which 
is now being renewed, and which 1 think is as un­
called  for as it is injudicious.

I am sure i f  t can once more enlist your most valu­
able assistance, and i f ,  as the result, a properly 
organized opposition on the part of the publishers of 
w eekly newspapers is arranged, we shall again suc­
ceed in com pelling the Postmastcr-Geccral to cease 
from harassing us. I f  we fa il, there is, so far as 1 
can see, no act of high-handed and irresponsible 
authority the Postuoastcr-Goneral may not commit.

The contention of the authorities at St. Martin’s- 
le-Grand is that the definition of tbo Act of 1870, 
describing a newspaper as a publication consisting 
** wholly or in great part of news,”  means “  wholly 
or in greater part of new s,”  Or at any rate that the 
Postmaster-General is at his pleasure so to be allowed 
to interpret it ; und, secondly, that the matter of 
which papers lik e  the Building U n it and the English 
Mechanic necessarily for tbe most part consist is not 
•* news ’ * in tbe meaning of the word intended by 
Parliament.

Our contention is—first, that our matter is as much 
“  news ”  to the more lim ited and special circles of 
readers we cater for as intelligence respecting 
ordinary politica l and general matters is to the 
general newspaper-reading public ; ond, next, that 
the Act of Parliament does not say “  in greater 
jiart,”  but in ** great part ”  of news, and that i f  dis­
cretion  is le ft to the Postmaster-General to interpret 
the w ill o f Parliament it is only fnir and reasonable 

! that that discretion should be exercised with con­
' sidération. Surely, even i f  tbe Postmaster-General 
' is to refuse at his sole pleasure to admit newly- 
started journals to the benefits of registration, it was 
never intended that be should be enabled autocrati­
ca lly  to withdraw them from papers lik e  ours, which 
have been in existence 34 years and 20 years respec­
tive ly  ?

There agp scores of weekly papers o f high standing 
and old existence which are being threatened just now 
as we are, and unless common action is taken wo 
shall be beaten one by one. We shall, o f course, only 
suffer to a limited exteut. The public generally w ill 
have to pay the higher postage, or they w ill lose 
special features we shall be obliged to  omit. Is the 
Postmaster-General thns to be allowed to dictate to 
us what we shall publish and what we shall leave 
out ?

I f  so, a censorship of the Press w ill have been 1 
established which may not improbably extend itself 
in unlooked for directions presently. '

I am sure if  we have your aid we shall once again 
avert tbis stupid piece of official interference, which 

I is only another instance of the vexatious persistence 
with which Bt. Martin’ s-le-Grand has always harassed 
newspaper publishers during my 27 years’ experience, 
instead of encouraging and facilitating Our work as 
is the case in all other civilized countries.

I am, A c ., E. J. K1BBLEWHITE.
„ 332. Strand. London. W.C.
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4  PENNY POSTACE JUBILEE DINNER. *

G E N E R A L  P O S T  O F F I C E ,

i)(h December, ¡SS*).
D e a r  S i r ,

It  is proposed to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the introduction of 

l ’ mform Penny Postage by a Departmental Dinner, to be held at the Holborn 

Restaurant, on Wednesday the 15th January next.

The Right Hon. H. C. Kaikes, M.P., has kindly consented to take the chair, 

and Sir Arthur Blackwood, K.C.B.. the vice-chair, at the dinner.

As the occasion is one which calls for a representative gathering of the 

Department, it is hoped that you will allow your name to be included in the list 

of the General Committee, and that you will lie present at the dinner.

If you will fill up and return the annexed form to Mr. W. G. Gates, who is 

acting as Honorary Secretary, a ticket and further particulars will be sent to you.

I he price of the Tickets will be 10/- exclusive of wine.

The number of covers is necessarily limited to about 250. by the size of the 

room, and therefore application should at once be made for tickets, which will be 

issued in the order they are applied for.

I am.

Yours faithfully,

F. E. B A IN E S ,

Chairman of the Committee.

December, i8Sy.
D e a r  S i r ,

Be so good as to add inv name to the list of the General Committee oi 

the Celebration Dinner of the Jubilee of Penny Postage, and to forward to me a

ticket, for which I enclose value 10 -.

Yours faithfully.

Name

T o  \Y. G . G a t e s , E sq..

Address

l

Secretary’s Office,

General Post Office, 

London.

Noth.—iientlemen wishing to form their own groups at the dinner should notify their wish to the
Honorary Secretary. •
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JU B ILE E  OF UNIFORM PENNY POSTAGE.

D E P j n O T E j M l L  B ij ^ e i *
VENETIAN CHAMBER, HOEBORN RESTAURANT, 

'(Wednesday, iSm¿January, isao.
(Chairman— T H E  R I G H T  H O N .  H E N R Y  C E C I L  R A I K E S ,  M.P. 

Dice-Chairman — SI R A R T H U R  B L A C K W O O D ,  K . C . B .
Chairman of Hinnrr Comntiltrc F. E. B A I N E S ,  Esi| c  B

2 « v .  ¿ Y
a t

6 .30  P.M r o n  / O ' C L O C K  P R E C I S E L Y .

II . (>. (i.l'/hS, Honorary See rotary.

PEJtjty POgi/IQE ¡E DljljiE]\.
1 5 t h  JANUARY, 1890
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Iv'lH Ul> III

Mi . I R HI- -'I Hi I: \ !■' 11>< IN.

(  Sir A kim  k Hi.a* R\voon, K.C.It. 
’ Mr. I t ar  ■• >v i in :.

■4,- '¡Feast . ...................................“ Ti l K I’.v.vi I'OS l \l.\.VJT,RS i .KM
/'■> prop. , /■ • li Al.i. i ■ N i , Ti

7 ,  be > rsp  >, ,fctb to  i i ii . H i., I. SlI.UV I.LI
l ■ .1- 1 II Lvov i i.\\ r \i; . Ka

M > \  1 > \  l . V I I f I I \  .

T o , t s i ..................... rm -:  k i . i i k t . i » o f i  i l l r s  o f  i r e  1*0 - 1  o h - i l k ."
/»• i  p io f-n e it  bv M i.. F . K. 1! m m  . C. 15.

, \ Sir fonn Tn,i i.v, K.C.H./•■ tespoao a to />v ,
■ i Mr. Kdmt m . . .vies.

(l.> i: . . . IV !.,tu . . . .. r. ' . . . .  , . .„Hit.,„i
Mi  . kl< I I \ R I ) S O N .  . ' I M A ,  H H N I - . S ,  a | : l  t  K I . K i ’.
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I mi. Khìht Hon. G. j .  S H A W -L E F E Y R E , M.P.
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he*rti]y for honouring ns with yonr presence to-night, 
(G reet cheering.) .

Ur. Baikks, in responding, sa id ,—I wish to thenk 
you most sincerely for the extremely kind manner in 
which Sir Arthur has proposed my health and in which 
you have received it. I  cannot deny that perhaps I have 
multiplied my duties at the Post Office, and so far de­
prived myself o f any claim  to sympathy. I t  is quite 
true the Postmaster-General has no repose ; pouches 
fo llow  him with unerring accuracy. Entertaining the 
postmen at home at Christmas, I learned that the 
loca l postmaster believed the Postmaster-General had 
asin ecu re until I took the office, and then he realized 
his mistake from simply counting the pouches which 
came from London. Some of my predecessors have 
done more distinguished service to  the State, and if 
their terms of office had been as prolonged as mine 
they might have earned imperishable names. It 
is an easy and pleasant task to encounter criti­
cism when you fee l that you have the whole 
service with you, and as long as you are endea­
vouring to do your duty by every member of the 
service, so long you have a right to count upon 
their cordial end loyal assistance. I have enjoyed 
that privilege in a conspicuous degree, and I am quite 
satisfied that as long as the Department is united we 
shall always be able to meet an enemy in the gate and 
render increasingly valuable service to the country. 
Interesting as this occasion has been, it  is only a 
departmental festival, and it is not to be regarded as 
a full and entire consummation of our wish to do 
honour to the jubilee of the penny post. I trust that 
in the course of the next few months there will be 
a public celebration in which we may he permitted 
to participate, and which will, I trust, assume a really 
national aspect ; and i f  it is carried out 1 hope it may 
not only redound to the honour o f the-illustrious name of 
Rowland H ill , but that it may also be made a means 
of improving the position of many o f the poorer and 
unfortunate servants of tho Department whose difficul­
ties are now but im perfectly met by the fund which 
bears Rowland H ilr s  name. We have had a jubilee 
Sir Arthur did not refer to—that of the telographs, 
and I refer to it for tho purpose of expressing my 
affectionate regard for that brilliant, capable, kind, 
considerate, and disinterested man, my late friend Mr. 
Fatey (cheers), whose valuable assistance on many 
occasions I feel bound to recognize. Nothing w ill 
afford me greater pleasure than that in the coarse of 
the year a real national movement shall be set on 
foot, and that it shall be the means of improving the 
circumstances of the most necessitous and distressed 
members of the service. Once more thanking you, I 
can only wish that there may be present some who 
w ill attain even to the official term of service of Sir 
John T illey  and live to  be present at the next jubilee. 
(Laughter and cheers.)

The company then separated.



rent by a tremendous social explosion, and that 
the French, in their well-known role  of “  Friends 
“  of Humanity,”  are to stop in—no doubt, with 
the applause o f M r . Frederic Harrison and his 
sectaries—to pick up the piecesTj^Thore is just a 
scintilla of truth in this higl»-minded specula­
tion. The German Government have a very serious 
problem to deal with in the labour question. It 
is altogether a different problem from that which 
has—hitherto, at least—presented itself to English 
statesmanship ; for Germany is committed, on 
the one hand, to the policy of “  State Socialism,”  
and, on the other, to thd fostering of native in­
dustries by fiscal measures of protection. The Im­
perial Message shows that theso complications 
gravely preoccupy the Emperor and his advisers. 
How far it will be possible to carry out successfully, 
and in both its branches at the samo time, the 
policy which P rince Bismarck has devised 
and his Imperial master has adopted', it would 
be rash to predict ; but it must be admitted 
that tho Emperor is very resolute in adhering to 
it as a whole. He declares that the Government 
intend to maintain, and even to extend, the 
measures passed in recent years for the benefit of 
the working classes, but are, at the same time, 
determined to tolerate no attempts to disturb 
public order. The strikes, the Emperor says, 
have injuriously checked the revival of trade, but 
a hope is expressed that their renewal will be 
obviated by the judicious concessions of the em­
ployers and the moderation of the employed. The 
difficulty is that a large part of the industrial 
system in Germany is built upon the unstable 
foundations of Protectionism, and that, if em­
ployers are expected to yield  to the increasing 
demands of workmen, they will look in tum for 
increased favours from the State. In the same 
way, the workmen have to pay dearly in the 
price of food for that protective system which, as 
the Emperor argues, has enabled tho agricultural 
interest in Prussia to pull through the recent 

the more thev have thus to

“ preach a sermon on the advantagesof British rule.”  
In the face of this testimony of our late Vice­
Consul at Old Calabar, t l.j attempt of some of the 
champions of the chartered company system to 
represent Lagos as a ^«raying colony must be 
pronounced a failure. < ^  is v pity that the Royal 
Niger Company shoulu* ^ n d  Lhemselves to this 
attempt, which is, sdvely, not necessary 
to their case. Their case is that you cannot 
have an administration without revenue. To 
raise a revenue sufficient to furnish even the 
skeleton cf government over the enormous 
area of the Niger Company’ s jurisdiction, it is 
absolutely necessary to resort to expedients with 
which a small Crown colony on the coast can 
dispense. The Company have foregone the profits 
which, if less conscientious, they might have 
derived from an restricted liquor traffic. So 
far from being u j.-oulous monopolists, the 
Company, it is said, .  -t ;t to their interest to 
encourage other firms to settle in their territory 
and contribute to the heavy expenses of admini­
stration. Their policy, they contend, has been so 
successful that, whereas at the time the Charter 
was granted they had the whole of the trade, they 
now have only fourteen-fifteenths of it. They 
themselves contribute in this proportion to 
the administrative expenditure. The Company 
treat themselves in all respects on the same 
footing as other traders. They duly debit their 
commercial accounts and credit their administra­
tive accounts with the amount of their licence 
fees (one fee of £60 for the whole Company 1), 
and are not allowed by Government to make a 
shilling profit out of the revenue raised by 
taxation.

The denial that the Company is allowed to 
make a profit out of its administrative revenue 
seems to need some explanation, in the light of 
¡t'.-e statement of Sir J. Fergcsson in December, 
1888, that the surplus administrative revenue 
went into the pockets of the Company. But 
we do not presume to pronounce any positive 
opinion upon the merits of the controversy. So 
remote is the scene of action, so conflicting are the 
statements, and so difficult is it to allow for the 
influence of any jealousy which may underlie 
them, that we must await the arrival of more 
authoritative evidence. Such evidence, however, 
will soon be available, in the shape of a report by 
Major MacD onald, the Commissioner appointed 
by the British Government to investigate, in com­
pany with Herr Pcttkamer, the complaints made 
by the German Government against the Royal 
Niger Company. M ajor MacDonald’s mission 
was not merely one of inquiry into the grievances 
of Herr Honigbberg. From him we shall no 
doubt learn the views of the natives, who are the 
only parties concerned whose voices have not 
made themselves heard. We shall learn whether 
the high licence fee has had the effect attributed 
to it, of shutting out the native huckster hailing 
from Lagos and other parts of the coast, who was 
once a regular visitor to tho upper reaches of the 

, Niger. We shall be in a better position to 
learn whether the blessings of the Company’ s 
rule have been purchased too dearly, and whether 
the Company’ s permanent achievements up to the 
present are such as to encourage ua to extend 
their responsibilities. If the verdict is agt :nst 
the Qompany, it may be found advisable to e.ect 
into a new Crown colony, or to annex to Lagos, a 
strip of the Oil Rivers region immediately skirting 
the sea, and to retain the present Protectorate for 
the more uncivilized districts of the interior. 
,But we do not regard the question of the par­
ticular form of government to he set up in 
the Oil Rivers as so important aa the inci­
dental question, upon which this inquiry
promises shed light. Ch de policy of
creating chartered companies .. pon its trial. 
Those who argue as thou^i. to commit tho respon­
sibilities of government to any chartered company 
at all were an evasion o f national duty forget 
that, in remote parts of the world like the Niger 
region, the alternative lies between government in 
this guise and no government at all. But the 
complaints made against the Niger Company are 
certainly calculated to inspire doubts whether a 
chartered company can in all circumstances fill 
with advantage the dual capacity of traders and 
administrators.

A great Humber of officers and ex-officers of the 
General Post Office met last night at the Holbom 
Restaurant to dine together in hononi of the 
jubilee of the penny post, and to exchange assur-
am

come some time without anything to explain why 
it happened at that particular moment. When 
people forget this, and make a great fuss about one 
of these occasional and inevitable failures in tho 
human machinery, they lay themselves open to 
the usual Post Office retort, that the work is enor­
mous, is done under great pressure, and is dis­
figured by a very small percentage of mistakes. 
Under eover of this sound answer to unreasonable 
complaints, the Post Office evades charges of a 
very different kind. What is really blameworthy 
is the admitted and glaring imperfection, not of 
execution, but of plan and system, which fre­
quently gbes on year after year without attempt at 
remedy. To charges of this kind the Post Office 
has no valid answer, and they can be made in 
great numbers. It is merely playing with the 
public to fling a sheaf of statistics at its head. 
We all know that the Post Office is a big concern, 
and that it would be a Herculean task to construct 
the organization d« novo as it now stands. But the 
organization has grown, mainly, by repetition of 
similar parts, and there is nothing superhuman or 
even extraordinary in its direction. The addition 
of a hundred million letters to the number pre­
viously carried means nothing at all, except the 
engagement of a few more men, to be managed in 
exactly the same way and to do precisely 
the same work as the men there already. How­
ever big the business may become, it calls for 
nothing but ordinary business management, with 
adequate division and subdivision of labour. 
We entirely decline to be dazzled or astonished by 
big totals. Nobody goes into ecstasies over the 
London and North-Western Railway, which is a 
business of equal intricacy, and in some respects 
of much greater difficulty. These statistical 
apologies are no apologies at all, save for a certain 
percentage of unavoidable failures in simple 
execution of familiar tasks. They are no answer 
to complaints against the system such as some 
of our correspondents formulate. It is by its mode 
of dealing with such complaints as these that the 
Post Offiee must be judged ; and, it is when so 
judged, there is a great deal in its management 
thatcalla for condemnation,inasmuch as it might be 
reformed, ought to be reformed, and remains unre­
formed only because, whatever may be said at a 
jubilee dinner, there is stupidity or obstructiveness 
somewhese.

Sir Arthur Blackwood is evidently aware that 
there is considerable room for improvement, since 
even into his highly optimistic speech he slipped a 
few sentences of mild,but significant,criticism. He 
confesses that he would like to see the Post Office 
administered on “  something like true commercial 
“  principles.”  He would like to see some portion 
of its large annual profit, which is even larger 
than it seems, because capital expenditure is paid 
out o f revenue, utilized for developing and extend­
ing its work for the public benefit. He confesses 
to a feeling of humiliation when he compares our 
own much-vaunted achievements with those of 
other countries, which, starting far behind us, are 
now leaving us in the rear. All this from the 
Secretary of the Post Office isa  tolerably com­
plete justification for that elaas of complaints 
which we have indicated as reasonable It  may 
be asked with much pertinency;why Sir Arthur 
Blacewood does not remedy the defects he 

admits 1 He says, in effect, that the Post Office is 
not master of its own business. It is hampered 
and interfered with by the Treasury, which treats 
It merely as a revenue-collecting machine, and 
treats it badly even from that point of view. 
There is a net profit of over three millions, whioh 
grows every year. The Treasury will not imperil 
any portion, oven of the annual increment, for the 
sake of improving the postal system. It would be 
interesting to know exactly how far this plea is 
sound. One can hardly suppose that the Treasury 
interferes with all the minute details of postal 
work. For example, when the mails are carried 
through a country town by a train to a distri­
buting centre farther on and are afterwards 
sent back fifteen or twenty miles by a mail cart, 
is the Treasury to blame 1 Cannot the Post 
Office so much as set up a mail-catching appara­
tus at the side of the line without permission from 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer 1 I f it 
cannot, then the sooner some public-spirited Post­
master-General goes on strike by way of protest 
the better will it be for the Post Office and the 
country. The Post Office surplus is very useful, 
and is one of the few bits of indirect taxation that 
pedantry has left us. I f it were sacrificed, we 
should have twopenoe put on the income-tax at 
nnns, ’But. that is no reason whv the davAlonment.

PENNY POSTAGE JUBILEE 
T d  . * DINNER..7ass*< ________ * -------------

Last evening a large part; o f officer* and ex-officers 
o f  the General Post Office dined together at the 
Holborn Restaurant, to celebrate the jubilee of the 
peuny postage. The chair was tsken by the Right 
Hon. H. C. R sikes, M .P ., the Postmaster-General, 
who was supported by two o f his predecessors, the 
Right Hon. Sir Lyon Playfair, K .C .B ., F .R .S ., 
M .P ., and the Right Hon. G'. J. Shaw-Lefevre, M.P, 
The vice-chair was occupied by Sir Arthur Blackwood, 
K .C .B ., secretary of the Post Office, and those present 
included Sir J. T illey , K .C .B ., secretary of the Post 
Office from 1864 to 1880, Mr. Pearson H ill, son o f the 
late Sir Rowland H il), K .C .B ., and late of the 
secretary’ s office in tho General Post Office ; Mr. 
Algernon Turnor, C .B ., financial secretary o f  the Post 
Office ; Mr. H. Joyce, third secretary ; Mr. P. E. 
Baines, C .B ., assistant secretary and inspector-general 
o f mails ; Messrs. E. H. Rea and J, C. Lamb, 
assistant secretaries ; Mr. A. M. Cunynghame, sur­
veyor-general for Scotland ; Mr. H. L. Oresswell, 
secretary for Ireland ; Mr. W . H. Preece, o f the tele­
graphs ; Mr. P hilbrick , Q .C ., Mr. R. Hunter, solicitor 
to the Post Office, and upwards of 250 more members 
and ex-members of the staff, including among the 
retired members Mr. Edmund Vates. The speaking 
was interspersed with quartets and songs, given by 
Messrs. E. Richardson, Sealey, Barnes, and S. Beck ley. 
Mr. W. G. Gates, o f the secretary’s office, had acted 
as secretary of a large general Jubilee Committee.

The Marquis of Harrington had intended to be 
present, but was prevented by his illness. On the 
12th inst., his secretary, Mr. H. A. Laseelles, wrote 
from Devonshire-house to Mr. P, E. Baines :—

“  Lord Harrington has been suffering for some time 
past from a very severe cold , but he hoped to  recover 
from it in tim e to allow  him to come to London to 
attend the Post Office Jubilee dinner. 1 regret to say 
that the cold  has turneu into congestion o f the lungs, 
which w ill o f course make it impossible for him to 
come to the dinner. The last account o f Lord Hart­
ington is a very good o d c , and 1 trust the atta ck  may 
not prove a very severe one.”

Lord Emly wrote from Lim erick expressing regret 
that it was impossible for him to he in London.

The fo llow in g  letters had been received from the 
Dukes o f Argyll and Rutland :—

“  Inveraray, Argyllshire, D ec. 19, 1889.
“  S ir,— I am mnch flattered by the very kind invita­

tion conveyed to me in your letter received to-day, 
and I very much regret that I am unable to take 
advantage o f it . In recent years I have been com-

Selled by my health to give up attending public 
inners, and I shall be in Scotland at the time you 

refer to. I hava a very pleasant recollection  o f my 
time, or rather times, at the General Post Office, 
and of my connexion with its officers. No public de­
partment ia better served—perhaps, few  so w ell, and 
certainly none with such almost unfailing success.

“  Your obedient servant,
“ Argyll.”

113, Cambridge-gate, Regent’ s-park,Dec. 20,1889.
“  Dear Mr. Baines,— It is with very great regret that 

I find myself obliged to forego the pleasure of jo in ­
ing the departmental dinner by which it  is proposed to 
celebrate the jubilee of the penny ppst. An engage­
ment in the country, which I cannot evade or post­

one, w ill not allow  my attendance on January 15. 
.  must, therefore, content myself with asking you to 
be good enough to convey to my kind friend the Post­
master-General, and to  the officers o f the depart­
ment present, my cordial good wishes for their health 
and happiness throughout the new year, and the ex­
pression o f  my confidence, founded on pleasant experi­
ence, that in their hands the great organization, to 
which Sir Rowland H ill ’s_ invention has given so 
enormous a development, w ill in an increasing ratio 
continue to merit and receive the confidence and 
gratitude of the community.

“  I remain, dear Mr. Baines, yours faithfully,
“  Rutland.”

The Chairman, in proposing “  The Health o f  the 
Queen,”  said,—Although the inception o f  the penny 
postage does not exactlysynchronizewith the beginning 
of her M ajesty’s reign, yet that half-centory of pro­
gress which we are met to celebrate to-day coincides 
so nearly with the more than 50 years during which 
Queen V ictoria  has reigned over us as to establish 
something lik e  a special connexion between this 
toast and the occasion which has brought us together. 
I cannot but believe that her Majesty the Queen has 
been no onmoved spectator of the progress o f  this great 
department, which indicates, perhaps, more than any 
other the wonderful march of the civilization  under 
her reign ; and we who are here to-night, being nearly 
all persons in her M ajesty’s service, should be, and 
are, the first to recognize the virtues, the wisdom, and 
the steadfastness which have endeared our Sovereign 
to her people. (Cheers.)

The toast was cordially drunk.
The Ch airm an , in proposing the toast o f  *' The 

Prince and Princess o f W ales,’ ’ said that some anxiety 
had been fe lt  because o f the announcement in that 
morning’s papers as to the state of her Royal High­
ness’s health. He was happy to be able to say, 
however, that the statements in the newspapers 
seemed to have been exaggerated. There was no 
reason to suppose that the Princess of Wales bad gone 
ont of her way to show sympathy with tho Post Office 
by sueenmhing to the epidemic of influenza. (Laughter 
and cheers.)

The toast was warmly responded to.
The Chairman, in proposing the toast o f  “  The 

Post Office,”  said—Before I venture to  address 
myself to the toast which I have risen to propose I 
should like to read to you a short telegram received 
at the General Post Office this morning, which appears 
to me to be exceedingly interesting in connexion with 
the subject of our meeting here this evening. This is 
the telegram “  On the occasion o f the penny post­
age jubilee the Egyptian Administration, which is just 
adopting Rowland H ill ’ s great reform, sends to the 
Department which initiated it half a century ago best 
congratulations and cordial greetings.—SABA Pasha, 

Fiavtrf ”  I *w»v s i««  Vb«*

to  those who have sat for many years in the House 
of Commons that it  was through one o f its oldest 
and moat respected members, the Right Hon. Charles 
Pelham V ilfiers, that Sir Rowland HilJ’s scheme 
was first brought to the knowledge and pressed on the 
attention of the Government of the day. The scheme 
was adopted ; the volume of postage instantly increased 
by leaps and bounds. The revenue, as was expected 
in the first instance, declined, but tho country was 
quite prepared to meet the declining revenue in order 
to secure the great boon which this simple school­
master with no administrative experience, with no 
special advantages of fortune or position, had thought 
out for himself and had verified by a labour and an 
attention to detail which may even be commended to 
the reformers of any other day. From that tim e, as 
we know,the progress has been continually increasing, 
until at the piesent time the letters that are carried 
represent, I understand, 42 letters per annum for each 
head o f the population, whereas at the time before the 
penny post was instituted it was only three. The 
actual volume of letters carried is 20 times what it 
was 50 years ago. I am speaking only o f letters, 
because there are subsidiary services—the postcards, 
the circulars, book post, and parcel post would sw ell 
up the total from l,o00  m illions to 2,365 m illions of 
missives. I may mention to you, what is, I think, 
a very striking fact, that during the short time 
1 have been connected with the postal administration 
o f this country in the course of tne last two years the 
increase in the number of letters annually despatched 
and recejved in the kingdom has been no less than 
172 m illions—that is to say, tuat in those two years 
the increase has been more than tw ice  the whole num­
ber of letters which were posted in the year 1840. 
(Cheers.) I have not come here to-night to  weary 
you with statistics and to give to you the marvellous 
details of the development of this great Department, 
but you may be interested i f  I remind you that at the

?
resent moment there are 18,000 post-offices in the 
Inited Kingdom, as w ell as 20,000 other receptacles 
for letters, and that the force which now carries on 

the postal service o f the country consists o f  58,000 
established officers as w ell as 50,000 other persona 
employed in the service of the Post Office. (Cheers.) 
1 think this w ill justify me in saying that it is prob­
ably to that happy thought, that patient research, 
that heroic persistency of Rowland H ill that this De-

B
irtment has become the most important administrative 
epartment of the State. (Cheers.) Talk of armies ! 
Why the numbers of officers I have just mentioned to 

you, and of whom I suppose I may say I am for the time 
being the commander-in-cbier (cheers), are more 
numerous than any regular forces which the Secretary 
of State for War can show within the compass of her 
M ajesty’ s dominions. The fleets over which the Post­
master-General exercises control are faster, bettet 
found, and more efficient than any which obey the 
bidding of the First Lord o f the Admiralty. (Laughter 
and cneers.) Talk o f the Foreign Office !— or the 
Colonial Office ! Why half o f the work of those D e­
partments is what we make for them and in which we 
have to assist them. (Hear hear.) I believe in fact 
that the growth from this grain o f mustard-seed, this 
little penny post which was invented by the Worcester­
shire school master,has been 6uch that we are approach­
ing a period, if  we have not reached it , when the Post 
Office w ill be regarded with eyes of envy and suspicion 
by every other Department in the State. Let me just 
reca ll the other steps o f  this great Department. After 
the penny post there comes, about 20 years later, the 
institution o f the Post Office Savings Bank. The re­
sult o f that institution, by which the Post Office 
became the banker o f the poor, is that, at the present 
moment .the deposits amount to £62,000,000, and we 
have been ^ble, in consequence o f recent legislation, 
to act not only as the bankers, but also as the broken 
for tho labouring classes, and to invest no less than 
£4,000,000 of their money in the pnblie funds o f the 
country. (Cheers.) Ten years later camte the T e le ­
graphs, and that enormous new Department was added 
to;the control o f the Post Office. D o you suppose that 
the country would have been prepared to confide those 
new and vast fields o f business to the Post Office of 
the day i f  they , had not been thoroughly w ell satisfied 
that tho spirit which had been initiated by Rowland 
H ill was still permeating, as it does to  the present 
day, every branch o f the Department ? (Cheers.) When 
you see a few carping critics who find fau lt, in the 
columns of the daily papers, with the administration 
of this great Department, because they have had to

opinion—be satisfied that they are the very rare excep­
tions, and it ia because that confidence which Row ­
land H ill obtained for the Department has continued 
to subsist that the Post Office has continually had 
fresh fields o f labour thrust upon it. Let me give you 
one fact as regards the Telegraphs, and 1 think it  w ill

E
lease my right hon. friend on my le ft (M r. Shavr- 
ofevre), who took a great interest when he was Post­
master-General in the extension o f our telegraphic 

system at the time the sixpenny telegram was intro­
duced. 1 think you will be glad to know that the 
number o f telegrams sent in the last financial year 
amounted to 57,000,000, and I think my right hon. 
friend may also be congratulated, because I know he 
was rather sanguine on the subject o f the revenue— 
that the revenue, which, when I came into office in 
1886 showed a deficit o f £145,000, mainly in conse­
quence o f the adoption o f the sixpenny telegrams, has 
shown in the last year a surplus of £85,000. 
(Cheers.) Those have been tw o great additional 
labours, the Savings Bank and the Telegraphs, but the 
Post Office has not been id le in other spheres. You 
have a great development of the money order system 
brought about by the institution o f the postal orders. 
I have a figure here about postal orders which w ill 
show the enormous amount o f use made o f this mode of 
transmitting money by the poor. 1 think that last year 
no less a sum than £39,000,000 was transmitted by 
means o f money orders of one class or another. Then 
you have the Parcels Post, o f the enormous convenience 
of which we are all so sensible. W e  cannot a ll perhaps 
achieve the greatest triumphs, hot I may point to 
things that have been done during my own tenure of 
office in the reduction of the price o f  postal cards ami 
the establishment, as I believe, o f  a method o f calcu ­
lation with regard to them which would have satisfied 
the mathematical aptitude o f Sir Rowland H ill  him­
self. We used to pay 8d. per packet o f 12 cards until 
a year ago. It occurred to me that people did not 
calculate money in eightpence* or things in dozens. 
There are only two tilings that I know o f  in this 
country that are counted by dozens,and these are wine 
and silver articles : bat by the arrangement then 
subsisting tho duo-dentTy system o f calculation was



. o : distinguished consideration. So far as 
can be judged from the outside, everything went 
oil very comfortably and jubilantly. Everybody 
who has ever been a Postmaster-General was 
either present, or sent a letter to say how highly 
he thinks of the department. M b . Raikes, the 
present Postmaster-General, was in the chair, and 
discharged his functions in a manner which, ac­
cording to Sib  Abthub Blackwood, will send a 
thrill of pride through the whole organization, 
down to the smallest telegraph-boy. H is own 
health was proposed by the Secbetaby in terms 
which must have sent a similar thrill through his 
own “  Postmagisterial ”  bosom. He has astonished 
S ib  Arthur Blackwood by the rapidity with 
which he mastered the details of the Post Office 
system, and continues to astonish that competent 
critic by his extraordinary laboriousness. We 
learn with something like awe that, while others 
have their month or their fortnight of leisure in 
the year, the Postmaster-General never rests. “  He 
“  is the official Flying Dutchman of modern times, 

for the wheel of the Post Office never stops.”  The 
compliment may seem perhaps a trifle misty, but 
jubilee enthusiasm is notto be too strictly fettered. 
Indeed, it is too beautiful a thing te be submitted 
to cold criticism. It is to be accepted and 
admired. There is a glow of mutual admiration 
and appreciation about the proceedings in that 
dining-room, which must enable the most churlish 
citizen to bear with equanimity any little mis­
takes that may occur in the delivery of his letters 
for some time to come. Who can have the heart 
to complain of tho well-known, hut unsatisfying, 
intimation that his case is receiving attention 
when he knows that a Postmaster-General who 
never rests is toiling to reach its consideration ? 
Who can send indignant letters about local mis­
takes when he finds the overworked Secretary 
bemoaning with gentle dignity the hard fate that 
compels him to read these cruel aspersions T If 
to the outsider the Post Office appears less than 
perfect, he will surely place against his own 
miserably limited experience the assurance, breath­
ing through last night’s speeches, that all is really 
for the best in the best of offices manned by officers 
who command one another’ s reverent admiration.

It is very provoking to have a telegram delayed, 
or an address stupidly misread, or a parcel 
smashed and battered as if it had gone through a 
stene-breaking machine. But reasonable people 
do not, after all, lay very gTeat stress upon these 
things. They know that no human energy or 
ability will exclude accidents. A man may per­
form hia work with the precision of a chronometer 
for days or weeks together, and then, for no reason 
that can be discovered, and in some case of the 
most commonplace kind, he will go hopelessly 
wrong. It is like a billiard player making 
the spot stroke. When he has done it fifty times 
there is no visible reason why he should fail at 
the fifty-first; but fail he does at that or some 
other term in the series. So a man may sort a 
thousand letters, or a hundred thousand, or a 
million without a mistake: but the mistake will

itself should be stopped by a niggardly and 
narrow-minded grasping at the last penny of 
possible profit. Some peoplo who declaim against 
the blindness that opposed Rowland Hill ’s 
ideas are perfectly content to repeat in practice 
the blunders of the obstructives of his day.

E X C IT E M E N T  I N  PO RTU GAL.

(Fbom oce Cokbesfondent.)
LISBON, J a n . 15.

Some allowance must be made for the difference 
between northern and southern blood when con­
sidering all that is passing here and in the 
provinces, and the displays of public and 
private hostility to England. Since the episode 
of the Charles et George nothing has 
equalled the irritation shown throughout Portugal 
even to the smallest village. My telegrams to 
The Time* reflecting the state of public opinion 
foreshadowed these outbursts of anger, which, so 
far, have fortunately proved practically harmless, 
but which may become really dangerous unless 
checked with a firm hand.

Although I and a friend who was with me saw 
no disturbances last night after a walk through 
the length and breadth of the city, it appears that 
there were several demonstrations which we 
missed, and which were only put a stop to after 
the police had taken a large number of the rioters 
prisoners.

To-night there is greater excitement than 
ever in the streets, as the newspapers announce 
the arrival of a British fleet in the Tagus to­
morrow and the immediate departure of Mr. 
Petre. As far as is known at the British Legation, 
whence I  have just returned, there is no truth in 
either statement.___________________

COURT C IR C U L A R :

OSBORNE, Ja n . 16.
The Queen diove out yesterday afternoon, attended 

by the Dowager Lady Waterpark, and Her Majesty 
went out this morning, attended by Miss M cN eill,

General Gardiner arrived at Osborne yesterday from 
Berlin, where he attended the funeral of the late 
Empress Augusta, by tho Queen’ s commands.

Lord Churchill has left Osborne.

O B I T U A R Y .

A  news agency says :—Private intelligence received 
in Cork states tbat Lord Louth is dead. Randal 
Pilgrim  Ralph Plunkett, Lord Loutb, was the 14th 
Baron, and was lorn on September 24, 1868. He suc­
ceeded to the title  in 1883, snd was a lieuteuaDt in 
the 3d Battalion W ilts  Regiment. Until his recent 
death Captain T. O. Plunkett was heir to the title , 
which now passes to Captain Plunkett’s son, Thomas 
Oliver, born in 1867.

T h e  Pboposed Lock at Richmond.— The 
Heston and Isleworth Local Board and the Brentford 
L ocal Board decided yesterday to oppose the introduc­
tion of the B ill for the construction of a lock  and 
footbridgo on the Thames, in the neighbourhood of 
Richmond, on the ground that the scheme, i f  adopted, 
would be detrimental to the best interests o f their 
district«.

A  W u . U i u u t u s *  u  V w v s  w s |  r  ■ *’  4  U i v U V a w * .

among other congratulatory telegrams and messages 
which have been received, a most kind and cordial 
message was received on Friday last, the actnal jubi­
lee day, from our esteemed and respected frieDd Dr. 
von Stephan, the Postmaster-General o f  Germany, 
(Cheers.) I think we are all sensible that what has 
brought us here to-night is not an ordinary occasion. 
Congratulatory banquets, congratulatory celebrations 
have become so common in these days of advanced 
civilization that they seem to some to  have almost 
lost their point and meaning. But in meeting here 
to-night we are celebrating what perhaps, although the 
snbject o f it seems in tae first instance inconsider­
able, bas really been one of the greatest peaceiul re­
volutions o f the century, and we who sit within the 
walls and under the roof of the establishment which 
has benefited so greatly by the foresight and the prac­
tica l genius o f the great man who initiated this re­
form would, indeed.be the most ungrateful o f mankind 
i f  we did not assemble here to-night to  congratulate 
each other upon the progress of his great idea and to 
do honour to his venerated name. (Cheers.) I have 
seen in one o f themany notices with which tha Press has 
teemed a touching anecdote—I am not prepared to 
vouch for its absolute accuracy, but it is one of those 
anecdotes which one wishes to believe to  be accurate 
—that an old schoolmaster of Sir Rowland H ill’ s 
lingered outside the post-office of Birmingham on the 
night of the 9th of January, 1840, with a letter in his 
hand in order to be the first person, when the clock  had 
finished striking 12, to  place it in the box and to send 
a letter under the system inaugurated by his pupil. 
(Cheers.) I am glad to be corroborated by the highest 
living authority on tbat subject, and I only wish to 
point out the interesting succession o f ideas in the 
fact that it was an old master of Sir Rowland H ill ’ s 
who was the first to do honour to bis inventive genius 
on that occasion ; so we, 60 years later, who sit here 
are proud to consider ourselves the pupils o f that dis­
tinguished man. (Cheers.) You are all so familiar with 
the circumstances in which Sir Rowland H ill began 
his crusade for Post Office reform tbat it would be 
idle, and indeed almost impertinent, to  dilate upon 
them to-night. Most of us who are present here to­
night have probably seen tbat most interesting work 
published by Sir Rowland H ill ’ s son, giving a most 
vivid sketch of the difficulties and the embarrassment« 
which attended postal communication 50 years ago. 
We most of us know tbat in those days the charge for 
a letter within the British Islands was multiplied by 
the distance which it had to travel, and I confess 
that I do not greatly blame these Ministers and ad­
ministrators who thought there was a sort o f rude fair­
ness in a system o f that sort. It would look at first 
sight to those who are not versed in the minutiae of 
postal matters as i f  there ought to  be an increasing 
charge for the distance travelled within the British 
Islands ; but it was the courage, the sturdiness, and 
tenacity,as w ell as the inventive facu lty , o f Sir Row­
land H ill that demonstrated that, in point of fact, the 
distance travelled waa almost an infinitesimal element 
in the cost of the transmission of a letter. That was 
the great point tbat had to be established. Sir Row­
land H ill, who was an amateur, who was what I sup­
pose people would have called an outsider, had grasped 
this fact, which had not at this time become patent to 
the officials at 8t. Martin’s-le-Grand. He bad not 
only the ingenuity and the fertility o f resource to dis­
cover and develop this idea, but he had also that rare 
faculty of moderate and reasoned eloquence which 
brought the country at once to bis side. No doubt he 
was a little sanguine ; where is tbe inventor who is 
not a little  sanguine ? He believed tbat tbe revenue 
would recoup itself.within a shorter tim e, than it actu­
ally did recoup itself but tho revenue has more 
than recouped itself, and that tbe net profit npon the 
Post Office at the present time, enormously as its busi­
ness bas increqged, is double what it was at tbat time 
is one of those facts which are familiar to every 
schoolboy in the fourth form. (Cheers.) Sir Rowland 
H ill was aided to a certain degree by circumstances. 
He brought forward bis scheme at a time when public 
opinion was varying rather rapidly between the two 
great parties in tbe State, and no Administration tbat 
could oe formed could be certain very long of con­
tinuous life  ; and it was, perhaps, owing to this, I 
must call it , happy accident on that occasion tbat Sir 
Rowland H ill was able to press successfully on tbe 
Government of tbat day tbe adoption o f his great 
scheme, although it involved, as he wes prepared to 
admit, at e ll event« for the Brat year, e  very 
considerable loss o f  revenue. 1 think it  is gratifying

withheld from the silver while it was applied to tbe 
postcards. It  occurred to me tbat it  would be an 
enormous simplification i f  you put tbe money basis 
on the basis of the shilling calculation, under which 
we count money and i f  you put the basis o f the 
number o f the article supplied on the duo­
denary scale. I f  you wish to buy 100 postcards 
you send 5s., and i f  you want £1 worth of 
postcards you get 400, and I have always fe lt  
that i f  in anything I should have deserved tbe ap­
proval of the great founder of postal reform in this 
matter this is une which would have met with his 
approving regard. (Cheers.) There is another mattec 
whieh is perhaps picturesque, but it  is also practioal, 
and tbat is the establishment of parcels coaches. I 
observed the other day some strictures from some 
antiquated and R ip van W inkle Radical, who was 
shocked at the idea o f reversing the magnificent ra il­
way system by going back to  the old coach-and-four.
I read that letter w ith seme amusement, because it 
showed me how a man who believed himself to be 
possessed of the newest ideas may be tbe representa­
tive o f the most antiquated prejudices. I am happy to 
believe that we have saved a considerable sum of 
money to the State by tbe institution o f the parcels 
coach to Brighton, w e  mean to  save by our parcels 
coach between Manchester and Liverpool. I was 
particularly anxious to run this coacn, because I 
thought it  was the most picturesque and telling  manner 
of brmging boms to the attention of the nation the 
fact tbat in existing circumstances the contract between 
the railways snd the Department is one which is not 
beneficial to  the public service. Then we are always 
told that wc ought to be making a new departure. We 
are always making new departures. If the public only 
knew the secrets of the Post Office they would find 
that there is Department on the face o f the earth 
which is so prone to ventilate and push new ideas. 
We are being held up occasionally hy ill-informed

?
arsons to public obloquy ns i f  we did not go with 
he times, when the fact is that our endeavour is, Dot 
merely to  go with the times, but to  keep ahead of the 

times. But we have a partner—Mr. Jorkins. The Post 
Office is never in the position to give effect to its 
own promptings without consulting that very formid­
able person in the background. (Laughter.) There is 
another Department o f the Government which may 
literally  be’ said to be paved with good inten­
tions, and it is because our good intentions only

f
o to pave that Department that wc have not 
een able to show to the public what we realize 
among ourselves—the strenuous progressive spirit 

which still animates every rank in the service. 
(Cheers.) But it is not only that we have this diffi­
culty at which I have hinted ; we have also difficul­
ties created by those who sometimes wish to  pose as 
postal reformers. There are people, you know, who 
make the best of causes ridiculous, and there are 
those whose advocacy is so unfortunate as to provoke 
hostility  and antagonism. (Laughter.) I would illus­
trate that for a moment by reference to a question o f 
which we hear a great deal in the newspapers, and 
something occasionally in the House o f Commons—the

?
uestiou o f what is called  international penny postage.
am not going to say that there may not be reasons of 

high State policy calling for a great reduction of our 
external postage rates. I do not propose to discuss 
that question here this evening, but I wish to point 
out toe hollowness o f  tbe agitation which has been 
maintained upon this question by simply putting it to 
tbe test of the example o f Sir Rowland H ill. Now,Sir 
Rowland H ill, when he devised the penny postage for 
the Uniter) Kingdom, had satisfied himself of what I 
will ca ll the enormous area o f productivity, which he 
might look to in order to recoup tbe revenue. There 
are 36,000,000 people in the country ; there were 
about 25,000,000 at the time when the penny post waa 
established ; but i f  those 36,000,000 o f people were 
each to write one letter a day—and I think it  is not 
impossible -  if  we may arrive at that happy state of 
inter-communication, we should have a circulation of 
letters nine or ten times greater than that which sub» 
sists at present. In fact, the area of productivity is 
almost immeasurable, and to that Sir Rowland H ill 
looked for the recovery of revenue. Take the cost of 
the Indian post. There are 200,000 British-born per­
sons in India, including the Army. Suppose tbat each 
of them writes a letter by oach post. There are only 
52 poets to and from India in the year, not 365. Sup­
posing four times as many o f the native community 
w rite their letters, say, one a year, yon would have 
one m illion people writing 52 fetters in the year aa 
against 36,000.000 people writing a letter 360.«Mm «,



• je t r .  If you take the case o f  Australia, although
the figures are more favourable to the reform er, 
they still land him in the hopeless position o f inability 
to prove that he has that area of productivity, or any­
thing approaching to it , which Sir Rowland H ill saw 
before nlm when be proposed his scheme. Sir R ow ­
land H ill had satisfied himself that in the British 
Islands the cost o f transmission was so small that it  
might be absolutely disregarded. But in the cate of 
the transmission of a letter between this country 
and India, China, or Australia, we know that the 
cost of such transmission must be three times, 
i f  not more, the total sum which the reformer 
proposes to levy by way of postage. I would sum 
it  up in this way—Sir Rowland H ill proposed 
a  great change because he believed it was for 
the good o f a l l ,  especially  of the poor, at the same 
tim e that it  was shown to increase the revenue. We 
are asked, on the other side, to adopt a change, 
which must necessarily largely diminish the revenue, 
and must do it  for the sake of the few  at the expense 
of the many. (Cheers.) What 1 have said to you has 
no reference to  those larger questions of general State 
p o licy  to  which I  adverted earlier, but I venture to 
believe by conjuring from the shades the venerable 
■hade o f  that great name, and by putting to the test of 
merciless log ic  this bubble which is blown before your 
eyes, i t  has been burst. I  fee l that this occasion is 
one which appeals to us on every side except one ;
ha
po

ripily it does not appeal to us on the side of party 
illtics. You may dwell upon it as the man of busi-

ness, as the fam ily man, as the administrator and 
statesman, as the humble emigrant, but every member 
of the community takes the same interest in this great

S
aestion. We should remember that in the days when 
' was first produced it  stirred the fire eveu of the cold 
intelligence of Harriet Martineau, who spoke in the 

language of romantic aympathy of the wealth of ideas 
that would occupy the weary mind and of pleasures 
which would refresh the sleepless affections. Not only 
did this discovery stir to unwonted expression of fee l­
ing one o f the clearest and keeuest intellects of 
our century, but it actually made my Lords of the 
Treasury themselves turn poets. (Laughter.) In a 
Treasury minute penned on the occasion of Sir Row­
land H ill ’ s retirement from the office he had so long 
adorned, a Treasury minute salutes him, not merely as 
a faithful servant of the country, but as a benefactor 
of the human race. (Cheers.) I t  is with that great 
example before us that every man in this service does 
his daily  work. As long as that example is cherished 
and honoured as i t  is to-day there need be no fear for 
this great Department, which goes step by step and 
stride by stride in advancing the welfare of mankind. 
I ask you to-night to drink the toast of the Post Office 
as one of the first c iv iliz in g  agencies of our century
and as embodying year by year, one after another .those 

•Macpeaceful revolutions which make np the happy history 
of man. (Cheers.)

Sib  A. Blackwood, being called  upon first to 
respond, desired that he should be allowed to yield 
precedence to Hr. Pearson H ill, as the only son o f Sir. 
Rowland H ill. (Cheers.)

Mr. P k a m o n  H i l l  said,—As the representative of 
Sir Bowland H ill ’a fam ily, 1 rise to offer our most 
hearty thanks to the Postmaster-General for his kindly 
reference to my father’s services and to  a ll old 
friends who have assembled here to-night to do honour 
to  bis memory, and to  Sir Arthur Blackwood I am 
•specially indebted for  his thoughtful generosity in 
wishing that I should take precedence in replying to 
the toast with which oar names have been associated. 
The Postmaster-General has made a generous refer­
ence to  the benefits which the world has reaped from 
the uniform penny postage system which it  was Bir 
Row laid H ill ’ s lo t t o  deviso and carry to completion ; 
bat there are one or tw o points connected w ith that 
reform upon which, from my intimate acquaintance 
with my father’ s views, I am perhaps more qualified 
than any one else to bear testimony, and to which it 
may not be out o f place for me to refer to  to-night. 
(Hear, hear.) In all his earnest endeavours to  carry 
his pían to  completion there was one great point of 
which he never lost sight, and that was to do so with 
the least possible injury to  the officers of the Post 
Office, and o f this strong desire on his part I can 
perhaps give a sufficient illustration by stating what 
took  place when, 34 yean  ago, the work of dividing 
London into its ten postal districts was commenced. 
(Hear, hear.) The investigation then made into the 
working of the London district postal system soon 
brought to light endless abuses which had gradually 
accumulated in that department. In those days the 
letter carriers were expected to  perform ten hours’ work 
daily, but i f  employed beyond that time they received 
extra pay ; hut numerous instances were discovered 
where letter carriers received such extra remuneration, 
not only when they did no extra w ork, but when their 
ordinary hours of employment -fell far short of the 
official standard. (Laughter.) '  One glaring case I 
remember, where a letter carrier was found to be 
working only four hours a day instead of ten hours, 
and yet in addition to fn ll pay he was receiving, 1 
think, 28s. a week in addition for extra w ork, not a 
single stroke o f which did he perform. (Laughter.) 
Such an abuse had, of course, to be stopped at once, 
bat in this case, and in a ll others, Bir Rowland H ill 
la id  down the rale that the letter-carrier’ s pay should 
not be reduced if  he were w illing to perform the 
amount o f duty which that pay represented. Again, 
many cases occurred where by simplifications which 
Bowland H ill introduced into the duties of some 
branch department it was found possible to  work with 
a much smaller staff of officers ; but I can remember 
no instance of any officer being turned adrift because 
his work had been abolished. (Cheers.) Places were 
found for redundant officers in other departments of 
the Post Office, or the desired reduction of force was 
accomplished by the simple process of not filling up 
vacancies aa they occurred. (Hear, hear.) 1 need 
scarcely say that it  is impossible for any one to 
reorganise a great institution like the Post Office 
without making many enemies amongst those who 
prefer that things should be le ft  aa they were, and at 
one time it was the fashion o f some newspapers to 
represent Sir Rowland H ill aa a hard taskmaster who 
constantly _ overworked his men and ruthlessly cut 
down salaries. Perhaps the two facts 1 am about to 
mention w ill best show the injustice of any such 
accusation. At the present moment a demand is being 
pat forward on behalf o f the working classes that 
their daily task of laboarsball not exceed eight hours; 
bat more than 34 years ago Rowland H ill, as regards 
the Poet Office employit, anticipated this demaud, 
and reduced the regular working day o f the letter 
carriers from ten hours to eight (bear, hear), and I 
believe títere is still a rule in force at Bt. Martin’s-

from your lips have, I can assure you, gratified us ex­
tremely, ana they w ill give a sincere thrill o f 
pleasure to the many thousands who cannot he with us 
to-night, but who w ill read your words to-morrow. 
(Cheers.) In the discharge o f our arduous duties it  is 
no small encouragement to receive the approbation of 
our political chief ; and I am sure that not only the 
high officers who are gathered here, but also the great 
army o f Post Office servants elsewhere, male and 
female, veteran and juvenile, down to  the most 
diminutive telegraph boy, are grateful to you. 
(Cheers.) And now, Sir, 1 confess to  a feeling o f em­
barrassment and difficulty in attempting to fo llow  my 
friend Mr. H ill ,  upon whom it devolved to speak of 
the achievements o f bis distinguished father, since no 
such deeds of world-wide renown can be pointed to in 
the history o f the M  years which have passed since 
that memorable 10th of January, 1840. It has been 
the duty of the Post Office in succeeding years to 
fo llow  faithfully the lines, which Rowland H ill traced, 
to carry out in their ever-extending ramifications the 
principles he proclaim ed, and to apply them to the 
changing circumstances of each day ana to the require­
ments of the highly organized life  o f modern society ; 
and 1 think, Sir, that not only have you yourself to ­
night, but the Press o f this country also has borne 
witness to the fa ct that that duty has been discharged 
with some measure of success. But i f  such startling 
reforms as uniform penny postage cannot be repeated, 
and if Rowland H ills cannot reappear, the past 50

Í
cars have Dot been without important events in the 
istory of the Post Office or without great and able 
men in the service. Telegraphs, savings banks, parcel 

post, as w ell as great extensions of cheap postage 
rates, have marked those years, and the names of such 
men as Scudamore, Chetwynd, and T illey  are in them­
selves evidence of the ability and zeal for the public 
advantage which have been developed within our 
ranks. (Cheers.) Although a well-abused Department, 
aB I know to my cost by the indignant letters I 
receive when a postcard is misdelivered (laughter), a 
telegram mis-spelled (laughter), a newspaper belated, 
or a parcel damaged, yet, on the w hole, working as 
we do in “  the fierce light that heats ”  upon us from 
every home and from every place o f  business in the 
kingdom (hear, bear), our labours, carried on under 
difficulties o f which the public at large know 
very little , are not unappreciated, and we are glad to 
think that they are favourably recognized. For we do 
claim to be public benefactors. Talk of a free break­
fast table ! What is a free breakfast table compared 
to one loaded with letters, postcards, newspapers, and 
halfpenny circulars ? (Cheers.) The ladies fly to the 
letters we bring them with swifter flight than to their 
cups of tea (laughter), and the man of business turns 
with disgust from his toast and coffee i f  we do not
hand him his daily paper. (Cheers.) N ow , to pass from 

'  '  efits to smaller matters, have we

n ..» ,,A  i , * * . <tii **»V-

these universal benefi 
Dot conferred imperishable fame on politicians 
(laughter) otherwise unknown by furnishing them with 
materials for at least half a hundred conundrums 
wherewith to  scare Fostmastcrs-Gencral out o f their 
five senses ? Where would such individuals bo but for 
the Post Office P (Great laughter.) But, turning from 
the pleasant memories that such achievements as these 
awaken, I desire to say, in all seriousness, that the 
Post Office has a very deep sense of its responsibility. 
We are aware that upon no other Institution or service 
in the country depend consequences affecting so 
keenly and so immediately every home—nay, almost 
every citizen—of this country. I do not undervalue 
the other great Departments of the State, but tbe 
efficiency o f either the Army or the Navy might be 
temporarily affected without tbe nation feeling it. No 
dismay would be experienced i f ,  during January, the 
ubiquitous tax-collector did not v isit our homes 
(laughter) ; but i f  our energies flagged, i f  our 
machinery got clogged, i f  the pulse o f tbe postal 
and telegraph system ceased to beat but for half 
a day, and its circulation by ra il, road, and wire 
were impeded, the very life  of the community would 
stand still. I can imagine no greater disaster than the 
breakdown o f the Post Office system except tbe co- 
temporaneons cessation o f all railway communication. 
We work, therefore, under a sense o f great responsi­
b ility  and with a proud consciousness of the trust 
which our fellow -citizens so generously repose in us. 
We hope to prove ourselves more and more worthy of 
it . We have many critics, many candid friends. We 
touch every imaginable interest and are in contact at 
a ll points with humanity on its most sensitive side ; 
for I  know that nothing raises such passions in the 
human breast or e lic its  such violence o f language as 
the non-receipt of a letter, newspaper, or postcard. 
We are necessarily much critic ized  and closely  
watched. I do not complain of this. (Hear, hear.) 
It is right and good for us. 1 would only ask that 
those who are so ready with blame for our failures— 
for we are not perfect—and for our alleged inability 
to move with the times would remember that, with a 
complicated and highly-organized machinery like 
ours, and working under constant high-pressure, reforms 
and changes must be carefully and slow ly made. (Hear, 
bear.) That which seems very easy to the outsider 
who wants a change of a particular kind affecting bis 
own interests may disturb the balance of working and 
affect the convenience of millions o f persons and a 
revenue and expenditure of millions o f pounds. (Hear, 
hear.) But I do not say this either to  deprecate criti­
cism or to advocate standing still. As the servants of 
tbe State—that is to  say, the State in its character of 
the general public—our one and foremost object should 
be, and, indeed, I may say it  is , to supply the wants 
and to minister to  the convenience of that public. 
(Hear, hear.) Though styled a revenue department, 
and most valuable as a machinery for indirect and un­
fe lt taxation, 1 should deeply regret i f  we came to be 
regarded, or to  regard ourselves, os a mere tax-collect­
ing department. Nothing, in my opinion, would be 
worse for the Department, and consequently for tbe 
public, than for the former to consider as tbe be-all 
and end-all o f tbe Post Office service the extraction 
of a large revenue from the country ; and, indeed, such 
a limitation o f its functions would defeat the very 
object for which it  exists—namely,the greatest possible 
convenience to tbe public by the m ultiplication and 
acceleration o f every form of communication which 
properly falls within its limits. (Hear, hear.) 
Nothing would be so calculated to ch ill the ardour, to 
stunt the energies, and to repress the inventive zeal of 
the officers o f the Post Office as for them to feel that 
there are barriers in tbe path of postal progress whiah 
they are forbidden to surmount. (Hear, hear.) There 
may be many ways in which the service can render 
itself more useful to the community at large, and thus 
minister to the general progress and prosperity of 
tbe country ; and I cannot but regard it aa the 
‘t'ounden i f  not the paramount, dutv o f a great com-

lllneis is the cause o f the latter being absent. 1 am 
sure that I express the hopes of aU that he may 
speedily he restored to public life , o f which he is so 
distinguished an ornament. (Cheers.) My own career 
as Fostmaster-GeDeral was not a long one. I t  did not 
extend over more than a few  months, but my con­
nexion with the Department was not confined to  this, 
for tw ice  I served as Deputy-Postmaster—on the first 
occasion for many months—during illnesses of my 
lamented friend and colleague Mr. Faw cett, whose 
name is imperishably connected with Post Office 
improvements (cheers), and than whom no one since 
Sir Rowland H ill has more adequately grasped the 
needs o f the people, or done more to popularize the 
service and to  increase its functions. (Cheers.) It 
so happened that in my capacity as deputy, or as the 
successor to Mr. Faw cett{ I was largely responsible for 
the regulations to carry into e ffect the parcel post and 
also sixpenny telegrams; and 1 think I may say that I 
had unusual opportunities of forming an opinion as to tbe 
willingness and capacity o f the permanent officials of 
the Department in carrying out such great extensions. 
I have a very vivid personal recollection  of Sir R ow ­
land H ill. I frequently saw him at my father’ s honse, 
when I was a young man, between the years 1848 and 
1855. I have often heard him discuss and explain the 
difficulties which ho encountered in carrying the great 
scheme in the four years before 1840. I reco llect 
w ell his saying on many occasions that what most sur­
prised him was tbe oppositionand obstruction which he 
mot with from the Post Office officials o f that day. He 
was anything hut complimentary to those o ffic ia ls ; 
fortunately tbe genus is now extinct, and i f  there is 
one be would bo worthy o f a place in the museum of 
eccen tricities which turn up in the Dead Letter 
Department. (Laughter and cheers.) Sir Rowland used 
to  say that he could quite w ell understand the opposi­
tion of the Financial Department o f the Government, 
who looked to receiving a large revenue from the Post 
Office, and who feared any measure which might even 
temporarily endanger that revenue. It must be ad­
mitted that Sir Rowland was somewhat over-sanguine 
as to the immediate financial results of the change, 
and, in fact, it was many years before the loss to the 
revenue was recouped. When we blame such great states­
men as Sir Robert Peel for opposing the change in tbe 
interest o f the revenue, we may perhaps reco llect 
that statesmen in the present day have been heard to 
pronounce in tbe most emphatic manner that they w ill 
□rook no interference with the revenue derived from 
the Post Office ; and i f  they had lived 50 years ago 
they would probably have taken the same view as 
Sir Robert Peel and Lord Melbourne. What Sir Row ­
land coold  not understand was how the Post Office 
officials could have ranged themselves in opposition to 
the scheme, why they should have sided with the 
financial authorities, aod have done their utmost to 
defeat the scheme. They must have known the ab­
surdities, tbe inequalities, the com plexities, the 
injustice of the old system, how hardly it pressed on 
the poor, how it was the engine of privilege under 
which one-half oftbe letters forwarded were forwarded 
free of charge under tbe system of “  franking.”  It 
was difficult to  conceive how they could fa il to under­
stand tbe sim plicity and equality o f the new scheme. 
I know nothing more amusiDg than to read the 
evidence given before the Committee of 1838 by the 
Post Office officials. The secretary to the Post Office, 
Colonel Maberley, said that the scheme was utterly 
fallacious,a most preposterous one, utterly unsupported 
by facts, and resting wholly on assumption. Every ex­
periment in the way o f reductions which had been 
made in the Post Office had ahown its fa llacy . If the 
rates were reduced to a penny the revenue would not 
recover itself for 40 or 50 years. The assistant-secre­
tary boldly stated his opinion that there would be no 
increase of correspondence. Every possible objection  
was raised to every part of the scheme. They main­
tained that uniformity would be unjust and im­
practicable ; tbat payment in advance was impos­
sible ; and tbat the charge by weight could not 
be entertained. S ir Rowland H ill not only carried 
bis great scheme, but gavo a great blow to tbe ob­
tuse and ignorant and prejudiced officialism, from 
which it  has, I re joice to think, never recovered. 
It_ survived in fact for a time ; but Sir Rowland in­
spired tbe Department with a new spirit, and founded 
a new school of officials. Up to that time he has 
stated no improvement had ever been devised in 
the Department. Post Office reformers had always 
forced their schemes upon the Department after a long 
struggle. They were taken into the office to carry 
them out, but were later turned adrift. It  is demon­
strable that of late years there has been a great 
change in this respect. All the great changes and 
improvements and extensions have been devised and 
carried out within the Post Office by such men as Mr. 
Chetwvnd, Mr. Scudamore, and Mr. Patey, and I have 
often neard Mr. Fawcett say that he owed a ll his 
schemes to men within the office, and found them the 
most ready agents for carrying them out ; and I can 
bear the fame testimony from my short experience. 1 
desire to  emphasize this, as there is a disposi­
tion in the Press to complain of the tardiness 
of the Post Office to adopt improvements. The 
difficulty does • not rest there. It rests Tather 
with the Financial Departments of tbe Government. 
Every change and improvement costs money ; most of 
them risk for a time some more revenue. I f  it  is 
insisted upon tbat there shall be an ever-increasing 
net revenue, it  stands to reason tbat many reiorms and 
extensions which the public desires must be postponed. 
He would be a bold man who would beard the Chan­
ce llor  o f  the Exchequer and ask him to give up the 
whole o f this net revenue for  Post Office improve­
ments, though it  is to be remarked tbat no other 
country in tbe world draws a revenue from its Post 
Offico. I t  is not, however, necessary to contemplate this. 
What I have at various times suggested is that we 
should estimate at a liberal amount wbat net revenue 
we should draw on tbe average of years from tbe 
Post Office,and that what there is beyond this of grow­
ing net revenue should be applied year by year to  the 
improvements and extensions tbo publie desires. The

£300,000, in 1889 by another £400,000, and in the 
current year I doubt not it  w ill be £500,000, or an m-
crease of £1,200,000 in three years, and tbe net 
revenue is now double what i t  was before the intro­
duction of the penny post. _ I can conceive no better 
way o f celebrating the jubilee or in commemorating 
its great founder than by applying at all events the 
increase in tbe growing net revenue to imports. The 
essence of bis scheme was sim plicity, uniformity, 
universality, cheapness, and there are many directions 
in which these great nrineiplea m u  be carried further

years’ wear and tear o f l i fe .  Reading, writing, an 
arithm etic, as taught in elementary schools, are plant 

‘of weak growth, but they are watered and made t> 
thrive by the penny post. (Hear, hear.) I recollec 
giving Rowland H ill an illustration which please« 
him much. I had been travelling in Norway an< 
Sweden, and found that they were abandoning thei 
Sunday secular schools. On asking the reason 1 wa 
told  that since the intro1’ action o f the penny post the; 
were no longer foiud to be necessary, as cheaj 
letters kept up education better than Sunday schools 
(H ear, hear.) On a «.lay of re jo icin g  and rcroem 
brances lik e  this, let me 6ay a word o f appreciatio. 
o f  one o f tbe greatest and best officials in the histor 
o f the Post Office—I allude to the late Mr. Scuds 
more. (Cheers.) When I entered upon my duties a 
Postmaster-General he was in official difficulties wit 
the Treasury and Parliament, because in his zeal b 
had used the revenue o f the Department for the rapi 
extension of the system o f telegraphs. O f course, tni 
was a grave official error, for the money ought t 
have been voted by the House o f Commons. I enters 
the office believing that I would have much troubl 
with this impetuous secretary, but I le ft  it feeling th 
highest admiration o f his administrative capacity 
and unselfish zeal. The country ow e him a debt c 
gratitude for the rapid and fficient extension of th 
telegraphic system. (Cb- rs.) One night of anxiet 
remains vividly  in my memory. The new Post Offic 
buildings, with their fine telegraphic balls,were ready 
but it was an anxious thing to disconnect the whol 
telegraphic communication of the country and re 
establish it in the new building. Mr. Scudamore wa 
equal to the occasion, and tbe change was made with 
out tbe loss o f  a single message or more than on 
hour’ sdelay. L ikesom ony of our friendsM r. Scudamor 
has gone to the great m ajority, but his memory shoul 
not be forgotten on this occasion. (Cheers.) There i 
one feature of the Post Office which has contribute 
greatly to its success—I allude to  its perfect freedot 
from political action. I believe that the only survive 
o f politics in it  is in the appointment of
messengers by members of Parliament for the district 
This miserablee remnant o f patronage ought to be swep 
away. 1 do not think that I ever knew , and certain] 
never asked, what were the politica l convictions o 
any candidate for office when I had to deal with tb 
patronage, and this must be the practice and experi 
ence of my successors. (Hear, hear.) How differen 
is the administration o f tbe Post Office in the Unite­
States ! At every change of a po litica l party in th 
Presidency there is a sweeping change of officers, o 
the principle that ‘ ‘  spoils belong to the victors.’ 
The present President nas been in office only a fe i 
months, but when I le ft America in November, 17,00« 
postmasters had been dismissed (laughter) becau>, 
they were Democrats, and the party newspapers were 
urging increased activity in tbe process of disorganiza­
tion. It is because our Post Office has been an efficient 
servant of the public, having only one thought as to 
how to  do its duty without fear or favour, that it 
stands so high in public estimation. (Cheers.) Its 
work has been great in the past 50 years, and it is a 
joy for us who are present to-night, to aid in the 
celebration o f the benefits which half a century of 
pure and active administration has conferred on the 
public. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. F. E. B a i n e s  proposed “  The Retired Officers 
o f the Post O ffice,”  and mentioned several to tbe
merits o f whom he paid tributes which were endorsed 
by the company. The deceased included the fo llow ­
ing :— Secretaries :—Colonel Maberly, Sir Rowland 
H ill , F . J. Scudamore, C .B ., Arthur Bcnthall, and C. 
H. B. Patey, C.B. Controllers o f  London Postal 
Service :—W. Bokenham, T. Boucher, and T. Jeffery. 
Inspeotors-General of M ails :—G. Stow (m ail cosches), 
West, and Edward Page. Receivers and Accountants 
General :—Hyde, Chetwynd, Richardson. Surveyors :— 
Gay, Creswell, Johnson, Anthony Trollope, James, 
and Beaufort. Savings Bank :—A. M iiliken , C. 
Thompson, and Ramsay, Telegraphs :—Shaw and 
Sanger. Doctors :—W illiam  Gavin and Waltor Lewis. 
The living included S ir John T illey , K .C .B ., Frederic 
H ill, Francis Abbott, W. J. Page, F. R . Jackson, 
Pearson H ill , H . M ellersh, C. B. Banning, C. 
Teesclale, R . 8 . C olley , J. H. Newman, Ernest 
M illiken , and finally E. Yates, of whom the speaker 
remarked that, finding the yoke o f the Post Office too 
easy, he took on him self the cares of the World. 
(Laughter and cheers.)

S lB  J. Tilley, in responding, said tbat, i f  be were 
a useful servant at the Post Office, he owed such use­
fulness in great measure to  the assistance be obtained 
from those about him. He heard with intense pleasure 
the generous remarks o f Sir L. Playfair about Mr. 
Scudamore. Probably his own knowledge of Sir 
Rowland H ill was larger than that o f any one present 
except the members of his family. With a ll Sir 
Rowland H ill’ s foresight, it was probable he never 
contemplated that the c iv ilized  world would take up 
his scheme in so short a time. When he was first 
appointed the General Post Office occupied tbe site of 
toe present branch office in Lombard-street, and 
his room was the kitchen of the old reotory 
bouse of St. Mary Woolnoth. The personnel was some­
what different from what it  is now. At that early 
date i f  gentlemen wanted to increase their incomes 
they did not write novels or their autobiographies or edit 
editions o f Shelley. The Secretary had occasion to 
send for one gentleman, to whom be said, •* I have 
the greatest admiration for trade and commerce ; but 
you must decide betweeu the Post Office and a cabbage 
stall in the N ew -cu t.”  (Great laughter.) The in ­
creased business was uow carried on as easily as the 
small amount of work that had to be done in Lom­
bard-street. It had grown largely since he le ft the 
office ten years ago, and he believed it  was con­
ducted with greater ability than he could have brought 
to bear upon it. (Cheers.)

Mr. Edmund Y a t e s  also responded, and said it 
was very kind o f the company to drink to the health 
of a body o f bygone and feeble old men, for whom he 
tremblingly returned thanks. He could scarcely bring 
himself to believe that it  was nearly 18 years since 
he gracefully retired from the publio service. In 
that retirement he had acted on the principle of the

E
overbial well-bred dog, who went before he was 
eked (laughter) ; and as soon as he saw his friend 
Bir John T ifiey ’s boots shuffling on tbe floor he made 

bis salaam. Times had changed in the Post Office, 
and he understood that more work was done there than 
previously. So far as he was personally concerned he 
admitted the possibility o f such a change. (Great 
laughter.) His first ch ie f. Colonel Maberley, used to 
impress upon him the necessity of not overworking 
him self ; he had given the Colonel the pledge that 
be would not, and hod solemnly adhered to that sacred
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• year. If you take the c m * o f Australia, although 
¿he figures are more favourable to  the reformer, 
they still land him in the hopeless position o f inability  
to prove that he has that area of productivity, or any­
thing approaching to it , which Sir Rowland H ill saw 
before nun when be proposed his scheme. Sir R ow ­
land H ill had satisfied him self that in the British 
Islands the cost o f  transmission was so small that it 
might be absolutely disregarded. But in the case of 
the transmission of a letter between this country 
and India, China, or Australia, we know that the 
cost of such transmission must be three times, 
i f  not more, the tota l sum which the reformer 
proposes to levy by way of postage. I w ould sum 
it  up in this way—Sir Rowland H ill  proposed 
a great change because he believed it  was for 
the good of a ll, especia lly  of the poor, at the same 
tim e that it  was shown to  increase the revenue. We 
are asked, on the other side, to adopt a change, 
which must necessarily largely diminish the revenue, 
and must do it  for the sake of the few  at the expense 
of the many. (Cheers.) What 1 have said to you has 
no reference to those larger questions of general State 
policy  to which I  adverted earlier, but I venture to 
believe by conjuring from the shades the venerable 
shade o f that great name, and by patting to tbe test of 
merciless log ic  this bubble which is  blown before your 
eyes, it  has been burst. I  fee l that this ocession is 
one which appeals to us on every side except one ; 
happily it does not appeal to us on the side of party 
politics. You may dwell upon it as tbe man of busi­
ness, as the fam ily man, as the administrator and 
statesman, as the humble emigrant, but every member 
of the community takes the same interest in this great 
question. We ihould remember that in the days wheu 
it  was first produced it  stirred the fire even of the cold 
intelligence of Harriet Martineau, who spoke in the 
language o f romantic sympathy of the wealth of ideas 
that would occupy the weary mind and of pleasures 
which would refresh the sleepless affections. Not only 
did this discovery stir to  unwonted expression of fe e l­
ing one o f the clearest and keenest in tellects of 
onr century, but it  actually  made my Lords of the 
Treasury themselves turn poets. (Laughter.) In a 
Treasury minute penned on the occasion  of Sir Row­
land H ill ’ s retirement from the office he had so long 
adorned, a Treasury minute salutes him , not merely aB 
a faithful servant o f the country, but as a benefactor 
of the human race. (Cheers.) I t  is w ith that great 
example before ns that every man in this service does 
his da ily  w ork. As long as that example is cherished 
and honoured as it  is to-day there need be no fear for 
this great Department, which goes step by step and 
stride by stride in advancing the welfare of mankind. 
I ask yon to-night to  drink the toast of the Post Office 
as one of the first c iv ilis in g  agencies of our century 
and as embodying year by year, one after another,those 
peaceful revolutions w hich make np the happy history 
of man. (Cheers.)

S i&  A. Blackwood, being ca lled  npon first to 
respond, desired that he should be allow ed to yield 
precedence to H r. Pearson H ill, as the only son o f Sir. 
Row land H ill. (Cheers.)

Mr. F kabkon H i l l  said,—As the representative of 
S ir Rowland B i l l ’ s fam ily , I  rise to offer our most 
hearty thanks to the Poetmarter-General fo r  his kindly 
reference to my father’s services and to  a ll old 
friends who have assembled here to-night to  do honour 
to  hisi memory, and to  Sir Arthur B lackw ood I am 
•specially  indebted for bis thoughtful generosity in 
wishing that 1 should take precedence in replying to 
the toast with which oar names have been associated. 
The Postmaster-General has made a generous refer­
ence to  the benefits which the world has reaped from 
the uniform penny postage system which it was Sir 
Rowland H ill 's  lo t  to  devise and carry to  com pletion ; 
bat there are one or tw o points connected with that 
reform upon which, from my intimate acquaintance 
with my father’ s v iew s, I am perhaps more qualified 
than any one else to  bear testimony, and to which it 
may not be out o f  place for me to refer to  to-night. 
(Hear, hear.) In a ll his earnest endeavours to  carry 
his plan to  com pletion there was one great point of 
which he never lost sight, and that was to  do so with 
the least possible injury to tbe officers o f  the Post 
Office, and o f this strong desire on his part I can 
perhaps give a sufficient illustration by stating what 
took  place when, 34 years ago, the work o f dividing 
London into its ten postal districts was commenced. 
(Hear, hear.) The investigation then made into the 
working of the London district postal system soon 
brought to light endless abuses which had gradually 
accumulated in that deportment. In those days tbe 
letter carriers were expected to  perform ten hours’ work 
daily, but i f  employed beyond that tim e they received 
extra pay ; but numerous instances were discovered 
where letter carriers received such extra remuneration, 
not only when they did no extra w ork, but when their 
ordinary hours o f employment -fell far short of the 
official standard. (Laughter.) 'O ne glaring case I 
remember, where a letter carrier was found to be 
w orking only four hours a day instead of ten hours, 
and vet in addition to fn ll pay he was receiving, I 
th ink , 28s. a week in addition for extra w ork, not a 
single stroke o f which did he perform. (Laughter.) 
Such an abuse bad, o f  course, to be stopped at once, 
bat in this case, and in a ll others, S ir Rowland H ill 
la id  down the rule that the letter-carrier’ s pay should 
not be reduced i f  he were w illing to  perform the 
amount o f  duty which that pay represented. Again, 
many cases occurred where by simplifications which 
Rowland H ill introduced into the duties of some 
branch department it was found possible to  work with 
a much smaller staff o f officers ; but I can remember 
no instance of any officer being turned adrift because 
his work bad been abolished. (Cheers.) P laces were 
found for redundant officers in other departments of 
the Post Office, or the desired reduction o f force  was 
accomplished by the simple process o f not filling up 
vacancies as they occurred. (Hear, hear.) I  need 
scarcely  say that it  is impossible for any one to 
reorganise a great institution like the Post Office 
without making many enemies amongst those who 
prefer that things should be le ft  as they were, and at 
one time it was the fashion o f some newspapers to 
represent 8ir Rowland H ill as a hard taskmaster who 
constantly overworked his men and ruthlessly cut 
down salaries. Perhaps the two facts I am abont to 
mention w ill best show the injustice o f any such 
accnsation. At the present moment a demand is being 
pat forward on behalf o f tbe working classes that 
their daily  task o f laboursball not exceed  eight hours; 
but more than 34 years ago Rowland H ill, as regards 
the Post Office cm ploy i t ,  anticipated this demaud, 
and reduced the regular working day o f the letter 
carriers from ten hours to  eight (bear, hear), and I 
believe there is still a rule in force at St. Martin’s-r ' . „ j  »*.„*
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with another, finds bis work exceeds eight hours is 
entitled to  apply for re lie f. (Hear, hear.) As 
regards Rowland H ill 's  supposed eagerness to 
eat down the remuneration o f  those employed 
in the postal service, I may mention one fa ct 
to which he once ealled  my attention—v is . ,  
that while he was Secretary o f the Post Office 
the salaries o f every class o f  employ 41 bad been raised 
with scarcely more than tw o exceptions, those excep­
tions being the salaries of the Postmaster-General and 
o f the Secretary himself. (Hear, hear.) And now I 
would lik e  to say a word or two with reference to 
uncomplimentary observations thst are sometimes

1 from you* lips have, I can assure you, grstified us ex­
tremely, ana they w ill give a sincere thrill o f 
pleasuro to the many thousands who cannot be with us 
to-night, bat who w ill read your words to-morrow. 
(Cheers.) In the discharge of our arduous duties it  is 
no sm all encouragement to receive the approbation of 
our political chief ; and I am sure that not only tbe 
high officers who are gathered here, but also the great 
army o f Post Office servants elsewhere, male and 
female, veteran and juvenile, down to the most 
diminutive telegraph ooy, are grateful to you. 
(Cheers.) And now, Sir, 1 confess to a feeling o f em­
barrassment and difficulty in attempting to follow  my 
friend Mr. H ill ,  upon whom it devolved to speak of 
the achievements of his distinguished father, since no 
such deeds of world-wide renown can be pointed to in 
the history of the 60 years which have passed since 
that memorable 10th of January, 1840. It bos been 
the duty of the Post Office in succeeding years to 
fo llow  faithfully the lineB. which Rowland H ill traced, 
to  carry out in their ever-extending ramifications the 
principles he proclaim ed, and to  apply them to the 
changing circumstances o f each day ana to the require­
ments of tbe highly organized lifo  o f modern society ; 
and 1 think, S ir, that not ouly have you yourself to­
night, but tbe Press o f this country also has borne 
witness to the fa c t  that that duty has been discharged 
with some measure o f success. But i f  such startling 
reforms as uniform penny postage cannot be repeated, 
end if  Rowland H ills cannot reappear, the past 50

S
ears have not been without important eveDts in the 
istory of the Post Office or without great and able 
men in the service. Telegraphs, savings banks, parcel 

post, as w ell as great extensions of cheap postage 
rates, have markpd those years, and the names of such 
men as Scudamore, Chetwynd, and T illey  are in them­
selves evidence of the ability  and zeal for the public 
advantage which have been developed within our 
ranks. (Cheers.) Although a well-abused Department, 
as I know to  my cost by the indignant letters I 
receive when a postcard is misdelivered (laughter), a 
telegram mis-spelled (laughter), a newspaper Delated, 
or a parcel damaged, yet, on tbe whole, working as 
wo do in “  the fierce light that beats ”  upon us from 
every home and from every place of business in tbe 
kingdom (hear, bear), our labours, carried on under 
difficulties o f which the public at large know 
very little , ore not unappreciated, and we are glad to 
think that they are favourably recognized. For we do 
claim  to be public benefactors. Talk of a free break­
fast table ! What is a free breakfast table compared 
to one loaded with letters, postcards, newspapers, and 
halfpenny circulars ? (Cheers.) The ladies fly to the 
letters we bring them with sw ifter flight than to their 
cups o f tea (laughter), and the man o f business turns 
with disgust from his toast and coffee i f  we do not 
hand him his daily  paper. (Cheers.) Now, to pass from 
these universal benefits to smaller matters, have we 
not conferred imperishable fame on politicians 
(laughter) otherwise unknown by furnishing them with 
materials for at least half a hundred conundrums 
wherewith to  scare Fostmastcrs-Gencral out of their 
five senses ? Where would such individuals bo but for 
the Post Office Y (Great laughter.) But, turning from 
the pleasant memories that such achievements as these 
awaken, I desire to say, In a ll seriousness, that the 
Post Office has a very deep sense o f its responsibility. 
We are aware that npon no other institution or service 
in the country depend consequences affecting so 
keenly and so immediately every home—nay, almost 
every citizen—o f this country. I do not undervalue 
the other great Departments o f the State, but the 
efficiency o f either the Army or the Navy might be 
temporarily affected without the nation feeling it. No 
dismay would be experienced i f ,  during January, the 
ubiquitous tax-collector did not visit our homes 
(laughter) ; but i f  our energies flagged, i f  our 
machinery got clogged, i f  the pulse o f the postal 
and telegraph system ceased to  beat but for half 
a day, and its circulation by ra il, rood, and wire 
were impeded, the very life  of the community would 
stand still. I can imagine no greater disaster than the 
breakdown o f the Post Office system except the co- 
temporaneons cessation o f all railw ay communication. 
We w ork, therefore, under a sense o f great responsi­
b ility  and with a proud consciousness of the trust 
which our fellow -citizens so generously repose in us. 
We hope to prove ourselves more and more worthy of 
it . We have many critics, many candid friends. We 
touch every imaginable interest and are in contact at 
a ll points with humanity od its most sensitive side ; 
for I  know that nothing raises such passions in tbe 
human breast or e lic its  such violence o f language as 
the non-receipt of a letter, newspaper, or postcard. 
We are necessarily much critic ized  and closely 
watched. I do not complain of this. (Hear, hear.) 
I t  is right and good for us. I would only ask that 
those who are so ready with blame for our failures— 
for we are not perfect—and for our alleged inability 
to move with the times would remember that, with a 
com plicated and highly-organized machinery like 
ours, and working under constant high-pressure,reforms 
and changes most be carefully and siow ly made. (Hear, 
hear.) That which seems very easy to the outsider 
who wants a change of a particular kind affecting his 
own interests may disturb the balance of working and 
affect the convenience of millions of person* and'a 
revenue and expenditure of million* o f pound*. (Hear, 
hear.) But I do not say this either to deprecate criti­
cism or to advocate standing still. As the servants of 
the State—that is to say, the State in its character of 
the general public—our oue and foremost ob ject should 
be, and, indeed, I may aay it  is, to  supply the wants 
and to  minister to the convenience of that public. 
(H ear, hear.) Though styled a revenue department, 
and most valuable as a machinery for indirect and un­
fe lt  taxation, I should deeply regret i f  we came to be 
regarded, or to regard ourselves, os a mere tax-collect­
ing department. Nothing, in my opinion, woald be 
worse for the Department, and consequently for the 
public, than for the former to consider as tbe be-all 
and end-all o f the Post Office service the extraction 
of a large revenue from the country ; and, indeed, such 
a lim itation o f it* functions would defeat the very 
ob ject for which it  exists—namely,the greatest possible 
convenience to the public by the m ultiplication and 
acceleration o f every form of communication which 
properly falls within its lim its. (Hear, hear.) 
Nothing would be so calculated to ch ill the ardour, to 
stunt the energies, and to repress the inventive zeal of 
the officers o f the Post Office as for them to feel that 
there are barriers in the path of postal progress which 
they are forbidden to  surmount. (Hear, hear.) There 
may be many ways in which the service can render 
itself more useful to the community at large, and thus 
minister to the general progress and prosperity of 
the country ; and I cannot but regard it os the 
bcunden i f  not the paramount, dutv o f a crest com­
m ercial ’ department 'l ik e  the Post Office“  to do its 
utmost, without undue interference with private 
enterprise, to invent and bring into operation such 
methods o f general utility as w ill best promote the 
oommun w eal. I believe that there is a variety of 
directions in which the Post Office could render very 
great service to the community whichhaveas yet been 
unattempted, and that, with it* unexampled facility  
for reaching the public in every corner of the king­
dom, it  might do much to help forward the tocial and 
commercial interest* o f the country. (Hear, hear.) 
It i* not for me a* a servant of the State to attempt to 
critic ise  the doing* of my superior*, bat I confess that I

Ulne** is the cause o f the latter being absent. I am 
sure that I express the hopes of aU that he may 
speedily be restored to public life , o f  which be i* so 
distinguished an ornament. (Cheers.) My own career 
as Postmaster-General woa not a long one. I t  did not 
extend over more than a few  months, bat my con­
nexion with the Department was not confined to this, 
for tw ice  I served os Deputy-Postmaster—on tbe first 
occasion for man; months—during illnesses of my 
lamented friend and colleague Mr. Faw cett, whose 
name is imperishably connected with Post Office 
improvements (cheers), and than whom no one since 
Bir Rowland H ill has more adequately grasped the 
needs o f tbe people, or done more to popularize the 
service and to increaae its functions, (Cheers.) It 
so happened that in my capacity as deputy, or as the 
successor to Mr. Faw cett, 1 was largely responsible for 
the regulations to carry into effect the parcel post and 
also sixpenny telegrams; and 1 think I may say that I 
had unusual opportunities of forming on opinion as to the 
willingness and capacity of the permanent officials of 
tbe Department in carrying out such great extensions. 
I have a very vivid personal recollection  of Sir R ow ­
land H ill. 1 frequently saw him at my father’ s house, 
when I was a young man, between the years 1848 ana 
1855. I havo often heard him discuss and explain tbe 
difficulties which he encountered in carrying tbe great 
scheme in tbe four years before 1840. I recollect 
w ell his saying on many occasions that what most sur­
prised him was the oppositionand obstruction which be 
met with from tbe Post Office officials o f that day. He 
was anything but complimentary to those officials ; 
fortunately the genus is now extinct, and i f  there is 
one bo would be worthy of a place in the museum of 
eccentricities which turn up in the Dead Letter 
Department. (Laughter and cheers.) Sir Rowland used 
to  say that he could quite w ell understand the opposi­
tion of the Financial Department of the Government, 
who looked to receiving a large revenue from tbe Post 
Office, and who feared any measure which might even 
temporarily endanger that revenue. I t  must be ad­
mitted that Sir Rowland was somewhat over-sanguine 
as to the immediate financial results o f  the change, 
and, in fact, it was many years before the loss to the 
revenue was recouped. When we blame such great states­
men as Sir Robert Peel for oppósing tbe change in the 
interest of the revenue, we may perhaps recollect 
that statesmen in the present day have been heard to 
pronounce in the most emphatic manner that they w ill 
brook no interference with the revenue derived from 
the Post Office ; and i f  they hnd lived 50 years ago 
they would probably have taken the same view as 
Sir Robert Peel and Lord Melbourne. What Sir Row - 
laud' coaid not understand was how the Post Office 
officials could have ranged themselves in opposition to 
the scheme, why they should have sided with the 
financial authorities, and have done their ntmost to 
defeat the scheme. They must have known the ab­
surdities, tbe inequalities, the com plexities, the 
injustice of the old system, how hardly it pressed on 
the poor, how it w»6 the engine of privilege under 
which one-half ofthe letters forwarded were forwarded 
free of charge under the system of “  franking.”  It 
was difficult to conceive how they could fa il to under­
stand tbe simplicity and equality of the new scheme. 
I  know nothing more amusing than to read tbe 
evidence given before the Committee of 1838 by the 
Post Office officials. The secretary to the Post Office, 
Colonel Maberley, said that the scheme was utterly 
fallacious,a most preposterous one, utterly unsupported 
by facts, and resting wholly on assumption. Every ex ­
periment in the way of redactions which had been 
made in the Post Office had shown its fa llacy . If the 
rates were reduced to a penny the revenue woald not 
recover itself for 40 or 50 years. The assistant-secre­
tary, boldly stated bis opinion that there would be no 
increase of correspondence. Every possible objection 
was raised to  every part of the scheme. They main­
tained that uniformity wonld be unjust and im­
practicable ; that payment in advance was impos­
sible ; and that the charge by weight conld not 
be entertained. Sir Rowland H ill not only carried 
his great scheme, bnt gave a great blow  to the ob­
lase and ignorant and prejudiced officialism, from 
which it has, I re jo ice  to think, never recovered. 
It survived in fact for a time ; but Sir Rowland in­
spired tbe Department with a new spirit, and founded 
a new school of officials. Up to that time he has 
stated no improvement had ever been devised in 
the Department. Post Office reformers had always 
forced their schemes upon the Department after a long 
struggle. They were taken into the office to carry 
them out, but were later turned adrift. I t  is demon­
strable that of late years tbero has been a great 
change in this respect. All tbe great changes and 
improvements and extensions have been devised and 
carried out within the Post Office by such men os Mr. 
Chetwynd, Mr. Scudamore, and Mr. Patey, and 1 have 
often heard Mr. Fawcett say that he owed all his 
schemes to men within the office, and found them the 
most ready agents for carrying them out ; and I con 
bear the same testimony from my short experience. 1 
desire to emphasize this, as there is a disposi­
tion in the Press to  complain of the tardiness 
of the Post Office to  adopt improvements. The 
difficulty does • not rest there. It  rests rather 
with the Financial Departments of tbe Government. 
Every change and improvement costs money ; most of 
them risk for a time some more revenue. I f  it  is 
insisted upon that there shall be an evor-increasing 
net revenue, it  stands to reason that many reforms and 
extensions which the public desires must be postponed. 
He would he a bold man who wonld beard tbe Chan­
ce llor  o f the Exchequer and ask him to give up the 
whole of this net revenue for Post Office improve­
ments, though it is to be remarked that no other 
country in tbe world draws a revenne from its Post 
Office. I t  is not,however, necessary to contemplate this. 
What I have at various times suggested is that we 
should estimate at a liberal amount what net revenue 
we should draw on the average of years from the 
Post Office,and that what there is beyond this o f grow­
ing net revenue should be applied year by year to the 
improvements and extensions tho public desires. The 
present would be a very good opportunity for applying 
this principle, for the net revenue is growing by giant 
bounds. In 1888 the net revenue increased by 
£300,000, in 1889 by another £400,000, and in toe 
current year I doubt not it  w ill be £500,000, or an in­
crease of £1,200,000 in three years, and the net 
revenue is now donble what it  was before toe intro­
duction oi the penny post. I can conceive no better 
way o f celebrating the jubilee or in commemorating 
its great founder than by applying at a ll events the 
increase in the growing net revenue to imports. The 
essence o f his scheme was sim plicity, uniformity, 
universality, cheapness, and there are many directions 
in which these ere at principle* Slav be carried further
to the benefit o f  the ‘ people and tte  improvement of 
trade. (Cheers.)

Sir  Lyos Playfair, in responding, said,—Onr 
chairman has made such an exhaustive speech as to  the 
occasion of tbe jubilee, and the progress o f the Post 
Office during the lost 50 years, that he has left to tbe 
follow ing speakers lit t le  to  say, except to  refer to 
their own memories during that period, i f ,  lik e  
myself, they have lived all through it. In my 
h istorical readings I remember a curious instance o f 
the cost of letters long ago. Six hundred years since, 
on August 17,1290, a letter carrier called on Edward I
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rears’ wear and tear of l ife . Reading, writing, an 
arithmetic, as taught in elementary schools, are plant 
‘o f weak growth, bat they are watered and made t 
thrive by the penny post. (Hear, hear.) I recollec 
giving Rowland H ill an illustration which please« 
him much. I had been travelling in Norway am 
Sweden, and found that they were abandoning thei 
Sunday secular schools. On asking the reason 1 ws 
told that since the intro*1 action o f tbe penny post the 
were no longer fouid to be necessary, as chea 
letters kept up education better than Sunday schools 
(Hear, hear.) On a (lay o f rejoicing and remem 
brances lik e  this, let me say a word of appreciatio. 
o f one o f the greatest and best officials in the histor 
of the Post Office— 1 allude to the late Mr. Scud* 
more. (Cheers.) When I entered upon my duties * 
Fostmaster-Genersi he was in official difficulties wit 
tbe Treasury and Parliament, because in his zeal b 
had used the revenue o f the Department for tbe rapi 
extension o f the system of telegraphs. O f course, tni 
was a grave official error, for the money ought t 
have been voted by the House o f Commons. 1 eDtere 
the office believing that I would have much troubl 
with this impetuous secretary, but I le ft  it feeling th 
highest admiration of his administrative capacity 
and unselfish zeal. The country owe him a debt c 
gratitude for the rapid acri fficient extension of tb 
telegraphic system. (CW  rk.) One night o f anxiet 
remains vividly  in my memory. The new Post Offic 
buildings, with their fine telegraphic balls,were ready 
but it  was an anxious thing to disconnect the who! 
telegraphic communication of the country and re 
establish it in the new building. Mr. Scudamore wa 
equal to the occasion, and the change was made with 
out the loss of a single message or more than on 
hour’ sdelay. Likesom any of our friends Mr. Scudamor 
has gone to the great majority, but his memory shoul 
not be forgotten on this occasion. (Cheers.) There i 
one feature of the Post Office which has contribute 
greatly to its success—I allude to  its perfect freedor 
from political action. I believe that the only surviva 
o f politicB in it  is in the appointment of rura 
messengers by members of Parliament for the district 
This miserable remnaot o f patronage ought to be awep 
away. I do not think that I ever knew, and certain! 
never asked, what were the politica l convictions o 
any candidate for office when I had to deal with th 
patronage, and this must be the practice and experi 
ence of my successors. (Hear, hear.) How differen 
is the administration o f the Post Office in the Unite' 
States ! At every change of a po litica l party in th 
Presidency there is a sweeping chaDge o f  officers, o: 
the principle that “  spoils belong to the victors.’ 
The present President has been in office ODly a fe* 
months, but when I le ft America in November, 17,00' 
postmasters had been dismissed (laughter) becau- 
they were Democrats, and the party newspapers were 
urging increased activity in the process of disorganiza­
tion. It is because our Post Office has been an efficient 
servant of the public, having only one thought as to 
bow to do its duty without fear or favour, that it 
stands so high in poblic estimation. (Cheers.) Its 
work bos been great in the post 50 years, and it is a 
joy  for us who are present to-night, to aid in the 
celebration of tbe benefits which half a century of 
pure and active administration has conferred on the 
public. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. F. E. B a i n e s  proposed “  The Retired Officers 
o f the Post Office,”  and mentioned several to the 
merits of whom he paid tributes which were endorsed 
by the company. The deceased included the fo llow ­
ing :—Secretaries :—Colonel Maberly, Sir Rowland 
H ill, F. J. Scudamore, C .B ., Arthur Bcntball, and C. 
H. B. Patey, C .B. Controllers o f London Postal 
Service :— W. Bokenham, T. Boucher, and T. Jeffery. 
InspeotorB-General o f M ails:—G. Stow (mail coaches), 
West, and Edward Page. Receivers and Accountants 
General :—Hyde, Chetwynd, Richardson. Surveyors :— 
Gay, Creswell, Johnson, Anthony Trollope, James, 
ana Beaufort. Savings Bank :—A. M illiken , C. 
Thompson, and Ramsay, Telegraphs :—Shaw and 
Sanger. Doctors W illiam  Gavin and Walter Lew is. 
The living included Sir John T illey , K .C .B ., Frederic 
H ill, Francis Abbott, W . J . Page, F. R . Jackson, 
Pearson H ill , H . M ellersb, C. B. Banning, C, 
Teesdale, R . S. C olley, J . H. Newman, Ernest 
M iiliken , and finally E. Yates, of whom the speaker 
remarked that, finding the yoke o f the Post Office too 
easy, he took on himself the cares of the W orld. 
(Laughter and cheers.)

SIR J. Tilley , in responding, said that, i f  he were 
a useful servant at the Post Office, he owed such use­
fulness in great measure to the assistance he obtained 
from those about him. He heard with intense pleasure 
th© generous remarks o f Sir L. Playfair about Mr. 
Scudamore. Probably hi* own knowledge of Sir 
Rowland H ill was larger than that of any one present 
except the members o f his fam ily. With a ll Sir 
Rowland H ill ’ s foresight, it was probable he never 
contemplated that tbe c iv ilized  world woald take up 
his scheme in so short a time. When he was first 
appointed tbe General Post Office occupied tbe site of 
the present branch office in Lombard-street, and 
his room was the kitchen of the old rectory 
honse of St. Mary Woolnoth. The pereonncl was some­
what different from what it  is now. At that early 
date i f  gentlemen wanted to increase their incomes 
they did not write novels or their autobiographies or edit 
editions of Shelley. The Secretary had occasion to 
send for one gentleman, to whom he said, *• I have 
the greatest admiration for trade and commerce ; but 
you must decide between tho Post Office and a cabbage 
stall in the N ew -cut.”  (Great laughter.) The in­
creased business was now carried on as easily as the 
small amount of work that had to be done in Lom­
bard-street. It had grown largely since he le ft the 
office ten years ago, and he believed it  was con­
ducted with greater ability than he could have brought 
to bear upon it. (Cheers.)

Mr. Edmund Yates also responded, and said it  
was very kind of tho company to  drink to the health 
o f a body o f bygone and feeble old men, for whom he 
tremblingly returned thanks. He could scarcely bring 
himself to believe that it  was nearly 18 years since 
be gracefully retired from the pnblio service. In 
that retirement he had acted on the principle of the 
proverbial well-bred dog, who went before he was 
k icked  (laughter) ; and as soon as he aaw his friend 
Sir John T ille y ’s boots shuffling on the floor he made 
his salaam. Times had changed in the Post Office, 
and he understood that more work was done there than 
previously. So far as he was personally concerned he 
admitted toe possibility of such a crange. (Great 
laughter.) His first ch ie f. Colonel Maberley, used to 
impress upon him the necessity of not overworking 
himself ; he had given the Colonel tbe pledge that 
he would not, and had solemnly adhered to that sacred
obligation. (Great laughter.)

Sir  A. Blackwood rose to propose the health '
The Postmaster-General,”  and said,— If my unfor-J 

tunate and intolerant principles forbid my asking 7° 
to  pledge Mr. Raikes in flowing bumpers and oo heeH 
taps (laughter), I can none the less invite you to jo**’ 
me in wishing him most heartily a ll happiness aw_ 
prosperity. (Hear, hear.) I t  haa been extremely kiWjl 
of Mr. Raikea to identity himself so thoroughly * linl  
the Department by presiding on the present occasionil 
and tbe postponement o f our gathering for a few d*J*l 
has been w ell worth the advantage of hi* r rc6?” !® I





iti'UrltkiiU but»«< buy ic tic i u am ti wuu, titn ubo unjf
with another, find« hi* work exceeds eight hours is 
entitled to  apply for re lie f. (Hear, hear.) As 
regards Howland H ill 's  supposed eagerness to 
cut down the remuneration o f those employed 
in the postal service, I may mention one fact 
to  which he once ca lled  my attention—v iz ., 
(¿a t while he was Secretary o f the Post Office 
the salaries o f  every class o f  employés bad been raised 
w ith scarcely more than tw o exceptions, those excep­
tions being the salaries o f the Postmaster-General and 
o f the Secretary himself. (Hear, hear.) And now 1 
would lik e  to say a word or two with reference to 
uncomplimentary observations that are sometimes 
made with respect to the officers o f the Post Office 
who long ago, when Rowland H ill ’ s scheme o f postal 
reform first came before the public, met that scheme 
w ith  the most uncompromising hostility and who, to 
quote an amusing expression which I read in one of 
the recent notices of the jubilee o f the penny postage, 
were thereby '• damned to everlasting fam e.’ ’  
(Laughter.) 1 must admit that when some 40 years ago 
I entered the postal service 1 used to regard such 
opposition as something lit t le  short o f sacrilege, but 
I am bound now to say that so long as Colonel 
Maberlv and the other gentlemen who were respon­
sible for the w ell-w orking of the Post Office con­
scientiously believed that the uniform penny postage 
system would be detrimental to the public w elfare, 
such opposition on their part was not only justifiable, 
bnt was the only course they could take with honour ; 
and that Sir Rowland H ill  himself held that view 
w ill, 1 think, he clear when I tell a little  bit of

Sostal history which w ill, I think, be new to most of 
lose here present. One of the most earnest opponents 

o f Sir Rowland H ill in early days was a gentleman 
who has long since passed away, bnt whose memory is 
held in the warmest esteem in the Post Office for his 
sterling worth, not only in official matters, but in bis

S
ivate l i fe .  I need only mention the name of 
r. W illiam  Bokenbam to  awaken the pleasantest 
memories amongst a ll old postal servants here 

present. (Cheers.) Before Rowland H ill became 
Secretary o f  the Post Office, an old gentleman who 
took the greatest interest in his scheme of postal 
reform 6aid to him , “  When you become Secretary of 
the Post Office the first thing you must do is to  get rid 
o f Master Bokenham.”  I am glad to say that, having 
by that tim e learned thoroughly to respect H r. Boken­
ham for his many sterling qualities, one of the first 
things Sir Rowland H ill did after he became Secre­
tary to the Post Office was to raise his salary. 
(Cheers.) I must apologize to you, H r. Raikes, and 
to a ll o ld  friends round St. Martin’ s-le-Grand for 
having already taken up so much of your time, and 
w ill only say, in conclusion, that in the brightness of 
this celebration of the jubilee of the uniform penny 
postage system one cannotinelpdookingback with|amuse- 
ment to the darker days when Rowland H ill 's  Dame 
was not altogether that of a welcom e guest at the Post 
Office—though 1 am sure you w ill believe me that in 
referring to that time I do so in no hostile spirit, hut 
merely for the purpose of heightening the contrast 
between the past and the present. (Cheers.) In those 
days the name of St. M artin’s-le-Grand was associated 
in the mind of Rowland H ill with a sense of trouble, 
vexation, heartburn, and sometimes of grievous in­
justice ; bnt even bad the trials of that period been 
tenfold what they were I am certain that he would 
have regarded them as a light price to pay for the 
cordial respect—-I may almost say veneration—with 
which his memory is now regarded by all who knew 
him, and for the strong friendship which the officers of 
the Post Office have for years past been good enough to 
extend to myself and every member o f S ir Rowland 
H ill ’ s fam ily . (Loud cheers.)

S i r  a . B lackwood , who was most cordially re 
drived, said,—In now rising to 'acknow ledge the toast 
which yon have been good enough to  propose 1 am 
conscious o f tw o very d in in ct feelings— one, that of an 
aaaffected sense o f very great personal inferiority to 
* 7  distinguished predecessor, whose famous reform we 
are met to  celebrate to-night ; the other _ that of 
pardonable pride that I have the honour o f sitting in 
bis chair, who may be said almost to have created the 
vast service to which we belong, and consequently of 
being tiie spokesman o f such a Body as the Post Office 
o f tne present day. (Cheers.) In the name o f that 
•etrice, B it— o f the 100,000 officers of whom yon we 
Hie head—-I desire to return most sincere and hearty 

■" " kind terms in which yon

m ercial department lik e  thn Post Office to do its 
utmost, without undue interference with private 
enterprise, to invent and bring into operation such 
methods o f general u tility  as w ill best promote the 
common w eal. I believe that there is a variety of 
directions in which the Post Office could render very 
great service to the community which haveas yet been 
unattempted, and that, with its unexampled facility  
for reacting the public in every corner of the king­
dom, it  might do much to help forward the social and 
commercial interests of the country. (H ear, hear.) 
I t  is not for me as a servant of the State to attempt to 
critic ize  the doings o f my superiors, but I confess that I 
should lik e  to see the Post Office, which is the greatest 
commercial department in the country, administered on 
something lik e  true com m ercial principles, and & por­
tion at least of its large annual profit (w hich in reality 
is larger than it  seems, owing to the system which 
charges capital expenditure against incom e) utilized 
for developing and extending its work for the general 
benefit of the public. (Cheers.) It may be true that 
in some respects other countries which at first fo l-
low ed us in' the great postal reforms introduced by 
Rowland H ill have, here and there, outstripped us 
and I cannot but confess a feeling of some humiliation 
when attending as representative of this country at 
our great international postal congresses, where all 
the c iv ilized  countries of the world are represented, 
at being asked by my foreign colleagues whether Eng­
land, which had so long been in the van o f postal re­
form, was now going to take a second place. 1 hope, 
for the honour of our country, as w ell as for its advan­
tage, that that w ill never be permanently the case 
(cheers), and I beg to assure you, Sir, that I speak 
the mind of the whole Department when I say that 
Dothing shall be lacking in the way o f a high sense 
o f public duty, o f energy, and, i f  need be, o f inven­
tive sk ill to keep Great Britain in the proud position 
in which the determination and ability  o f Rowland 
H ill placed her—that of the first country in the 
world for the perfection , as it  is for themagnitode, of 
its postal service. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. A. T urnor  proposed “  The Past Postmasters­
G eneral,”  o f whom he said two not the least distin­
guished were present. They regretted very much the 
absence of four others, and had received letters ex­
pressing sorrow that they eonld cot attend. He was 
sure he was expressing the feelings o f  a ll present 
when he said they sympathized with the reason which 
prevented Lord Hartington from being present ; and 
they wished him a speedy and a com plete recovery. 
(Cheers.) Looking at the eminent roll of statesmen 
who had filled the office of Postmaster-General, he 
could not help dw elling on the name o f one who had 
been taken away—a man whom they would always 
regard with affection and respect, one who initiated 
ana carried through great reforms in the Post Office— 
be alluded to  the late Professor Faw cett. (Cheers.) 
The duties o f  a Postmaster-General did not terminate 
with his departure from the office, and the department 
and the public often received valuable aid from those 
who bad held the office. A notable example of this 
was fnrnished by the assistance which Mr. Shaw- 
Lefevre gave to  tho passing of the Sixpenny T ele­
grams B ill,  when there was only an hour and 20 
minutes available for passing it  through the House of 
Commons. I f  it  had not been for bis sk ill and in ti­
mate knowledge of the subject it  was probable 
that the B ill would not have been passed in that 
Session. (Hear, hear.) The duties o f  a Postmaster­
General differed very considerably from what they 
were when Henry V II I .  appointed Sir Brien Tnke at 
a salary of £66 a year, ana designated him “  Master 
o f  the Posts.”  (Laughter.) It was probable the 
greatest anxiety which troubled the breast o f that 
worthy knight was how he should enjoy his salary. 
In the V ictorian era the duties of a Postmaster­
General were far different. The British public desired 
him to do everything and yet wished to  pay for 
nothing. During the last 100 yesrs there had been 38 
Portmasters-Q enekal, and that number gave an average 
reign o f two years, seven months, and 13 days. In the 
fa ce  Of so many changes it  seemed extraordinary that so 
many improvements were made.

H r. Sh a w -L k f e v r r , M .P ., in responding, said,— 
As one of the ex-Postmasters-General, I have the 
honour to return thanks for the very cordial manner 
in which yon have received the toast. I  very much 
regret that tw o o f the most distinguished among our 
number—the Duke o f  Argyll and Lord Hartington—are

to the benefit o f  the peopio and t£c improvement of 
trade. (Cheers.)

Sir  Lyon Playfair, in responding, said,—Our 
chairman has made such an exhaustive speech as to  the 
occasion of the jubilee, and the progress of the Post 
Office during the last 60 years, that he has le ft to the 
follow ing  speakers litt le  to say, except to refer to 
their own memories during that period, i f ,  lik e  
m yself, they have lived all through it. In my 
h istorical readings I remember a curious instance of 
the cost of letters long ago. S ix hundred yearB since, 
on August 17, 1290, a letter carrier called on Edward I, 
with an important letter announcing the arrival of tbn 
Maiden of Norway on the coasts of the kingdom. The 
King, after some grumbling, paid him 13s. 4d ., a large 
sum in those days, for the delivery of the letter. The 
letter carrier was a Scotchman, called  W illiam  Play­
fair, who held the office of letter messenger to  the 
Earl of Orkney. As the name is not common, and as 
he hailed from Scotland, this letter carrier of 600 
years ago may have been my ancestor, and, i f  so. it  
is natural, in the Darwinian process of evolution, that 
1 should have become a Postmaster-General. (Laughter.) 
Unfortunately for myself, a change of Government pre­
vented me from holding this office far more than a lew 
months, so that it is good of you  even to recollect the 
fact that at one lim e I was Postmaster-General. My 
only useful work in regard to the Post Office was prior 
to this appointment. In 1870 I entered into a con­
spiracy with the late Lord Advocate of Scotland, Mr. 
Macdonald, to press upon the Post Office a system of 
open letters, which we called post-cards. At that 
time Mr. Macdonald was not in Parliament, so the 
Parliamentary advocacy of post-cards fe ll upon me, 
but my ally  in Edinburgh was most efficient in getting 
up influential memorials in its favour. Our work was 
short, because Lord Harrington—then Postmaster- 
General—saw the value of the suggestion (cheers), 
and adopted the system of halfpenny post-cards, which 
do w  number 201,000,000 annually, or nearly tw ice 

many as the letters were the year before our
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jubilee. Excuse my egotism in recalling my connexion 
with the introduction o f the post-card, for I value this 
humble service as a pleasant memory. (Cheers.) I 
now turn to my recollections of Rowland H ill, whose 
memory we are now to a great extent celebrating. 
When 1 first came to London, lik e  other Scotch youths 
looking for occupation, the penny post bad beon 
established for one year. It was my good fortune to 
become acquainted with some men of light and lead­
ing, among whom were Rowland H ill, John Stuart 
M ill, Edwin Chadwick, N eil Arnot, and others. We 
formed a club to dine at each other’s houses, calling 
ourselves “  friends in cou n cil,”  in order to discuss 
various econom ical subjects. Among these postal reform 
was one o f  the most prominent. Even at that early 
date the penny post, which bad been so vehemently 
opposed, bad got to the stage when people denied its 
novelty, and decried the merits of Rowland H ill as 
an inventor. A ll successful inventions go through this 
stage o f denial and ingratitude ; why, even a Court 
of law has le ft a solemn decision that Watt did 
nothing to improve the steam engine! (Laughter.) It 
is a matter of perfect indifference to me whether 
Rowland H ill alone, or a dozen men before him, pro­
posed a penny post. As a fact, we know that there 
were private companies which carried letters for a 
penny in various cities. Tho mere idea of making a 
local rate a uniform rato throughout a country was sure 
to suggest itself to some people. When the tree ripens 
much of the fruit gets ready about the same time, but 
it  was Rowland H ill who grasped the idea and made it 
his own, who grappled with prejudice and monopoly, 
who awakened public conviction, who showed that a 
great agitator could be a great administrator, and who 
ultimately conferred -the inestimable blessing of the

5
cnny post on the toiling m illions of the people. 
Cheers.) I reco llect that, at our friendly dinners, 
lowland H ill delighted to discuss the effect of cheap 

postage on the affections and education of the people. 
1 illustrated my own case, which was by no means rare, 
of a fam ily living in India, with whom it  was difficult 
to keep op constant correspondence on account of the 
cost. At that time a letter consisted of a single sheet, 
crossed and often recrossed, and this cramped and 
stunted family affections. A quarter of an ounce of 
love (laughter) even from Scotland cost Is. 4d. ; from 
India much more, whereas now we can get a whole 
ounce of love for Id. (Loud cheers.) As an educa­
tional agency the penny post has been most powerful 
The three R 's  given in our puhllo schools form such

obligation. (Ureat laughter.)
S i r  A. Blackwood  rose to  propose the health ui 

*• The Postmaster-General,”  and said,— If my unfor­
tunate and intolerant principles forbid my asking you 
to  pledge Mr. Raikes in flowing bumpers and no heel­
taps (laughter), I can none the less invite you to join  
me in wishing him most heartily a ll happiness and 
prosperity. (Hear, hear.) It has been extremely kind 
of Mr. Raikes to identify himself so thoroughly with 
the Department by presiding on the present occasion, 
and the postponement of our gathering for a few  days 
has been w ell worth the advantage of bis presence 
which we have thereby secured. The tenure of the 
office o f Postmaster-General by Mr. Raikes has been 
remarkable for this fact—that it  has comprised no less 
than three jubilees. First, his own—for ho completed 
bis 60th year of life  since he came to St Martin’s-le- 
Grand ; secondly, that of her Most Gracious Blajesty’ s 
reign ; and, lastly, the jubilee of the great event we 
celebrate this evening ; and 1 am sure that this o cca ­
sion w ill ever be remembered by him as an interesting 
episode in his Postmagisterial career. I f  Mr. Raikes 
may fairly  be congratulated on bis good fortune in 
that respect, we also may consider ourselves fortunate 
in having so distinguished and able a statesman as our 
present Parliamentary chief. It is a happy co in ci­
dence that the Post Office, which is nothing i f  not a 
literary department, should have at its head the repre­
sentative of one of the most famous seats of learning 
and letters in the world ; and not less fortunate are 
we in having as the Minister responsible to the country 
for our service one who, by his tact and courtesy no 
less than his ab ility ,is so successful in bis Parliamen­
tary conduct of the business of the Post Office. It has 
been my lot to communicate instruction—or, perhaps,
I ought to say, lest I unduly magoify my office, to 
supply information—to several successive Postmasters- 
Genernl, and, without any reflection on his predeces­
sors, two of whom we are proud to hove with us this 
evening, I may say that I never met with any one who 
more rapidly or more completely mastered the compli­
cated details of onr very intricate system. There is 
not one of those details with which the present Post­
master-General is not conversant, and 1 may add— 
what is perhaps of greater importance—there is not 
one of the 100,000 people over whom he presides whose 
interests he is not anxious to promote whenever he can 
legitim ately do so, and for whose welfare he is not 
solicitous. (Hear, hear.) I am sure that uo more 
laborious Postmaster-General has ever occupied Mr. 
Raikes’ s chair in St. Martin’ s-le-Grand. Not only has 
he succeeded to more arduous labours than any of his 
predecessors by the mere growth of Post Office business, 
but he has materially added thereto by the self-imposi­
tion o f branches of work which he telt it  right person­
ally  to undertake ; and the mass of papers which the 
secretaries have to send him every day must make him 
one of the hardest-worked men in the Department. For 
the Postmaster-General can never have a day’ s leave ; 
others may have their month or fortnight, but the Post­
master-General never rests. Ho is the official Flying 
Dutchman o f modern times, for the wheel of the Post 
Office never stops. Once or tw ice , indeed, over­
burdened, he has endeavoured to flee, not leaving his 
address behind : but the Post Office, which is never at 
fault, tracked him to his hiding place wherever be 
was (laughter), on the shores of the Riviera or in the 
fastnesses o f Wales, and delivered to him with unfail­
ing regularity his daily official papers. S till, I know 
that it is for him a work of love no less than o f duty, 
and that, so long as he continues to preside at St. 
Martin’ s-le-Grand, the important service o f which he 
ia the head w ill be most ably administered. Oar re­
spected ch ief is not only a statesman of eminence and 
ability, bnt one who is susceptible to the claims of 
sentiment in even so prosaic a Department as the Post 
Office. This statement w ill ,  I am sure, be appre­
ciated when I say (and I hope Mr. Raikes w ill for­
give me for alluding to it ) that when, on a very 
recent occasion, a candidate for postal employment, 
not perhaps in all respects quite uiBcxccptinnable / 
came forward, bearing fortuitously the name of Row 
land H ill, Mr. Raikes could not bring himself to re 
je c t  a candidate nominally so distinguished at th 
present time. (Laughter.) We wish you, Mr. Raikes 
all health and happiness. Yon w ill shortly have t 
stand a broadside in the shape of the 60 questions oil 
tho honourable member for Canterbury. (Laughter.) II



from tout lip* have, I can assure you, gratified us ex* 
tremely, and they w ill g ive a sincere thrill of 
pleasure to the many thousands who cannot he with us 
to-night, but who w ill read your words to-morrow. 
(Cheers.) In the discharge of our arduous duties it is 
no small encouragement to receive the approbation of 
our political chief ; and I am sure that not only the 
high officers who are gathered here, but also the great 
army o f Post Office servants elsewhere, male and 
female, _ veteran and juvenile, down to the most 
diminutive telegraph boy , are grateful to  you. 
(Cheers.) And now. S ir, 1 confess to a feeling o f  em­
barrassment and difficulty in attempting to fo llow  my 
friend Ur. B i l l ,  upon whom it devolved to speak of 
the achievements of bis distinguished father, since no 
such deeds of world-wide renown can be pointed to in 
the history o f the CO years which have passed since 
that memorable 10th of January, 1040. I t  has been 
the duty o f the Post Office in succeeding years to 
fo llow  faithfully the lines, which Rowland H ill traced, 
to  carry out in their ever-extending ramifications the 
principles he proclaim ed, and to apply them to  the 
changing circumstances o f each day ana to  the require­
ments of the highly organized life  of modern society ; 
and I think, S ir, that not only have you yourself to­
night, but the Press o f  this country also has borne 
witness to the fa ct that that duty has been discharged 
with some measure o f success. But i f  such startling 
reforms as uniform penny postage cannot be repeated, 
nnd if Rowland H ills cannot reappear, tbe past 50 

ears have not been without important events in tbe 
istory of the Post Office or without great and able 

men in the service. Telegraphs, savings banks, parcel 
post, as w ell as great extensions of cheap postage 
rates, have marked those years, and the names of such 
men as Scudamore, Chetwynd, and T illey  are in them­
selves evidence of the ability and zeal for the public 
advantage which have been developed within our 
ranks. (Cheers.) Although a well-abused Department, 
as I_ know to  my cost by tbe indignant letters I 
receive when a postcard is misdelivered (laughter), a 
telegram mis-spelled (laughter), a newspaper belated, 
or a parcel damaged, yet, on the whole, working as 
we do in “ the fierce light that beats ”  upon us from 
every home and from every place of business in tbe 
kingdom (hear, hear), our labours, carried on under 
difficulties of which the public at large know 
very little , are not unappreciated, and we are glad to 
thiDk that they are favourably recognized. For we do 
claim to be public benefactors. Talk of a free break­
fast table ! What is a free breakfast table compared 
to one loaded with letters, postcards, newspapers, and 
halfpenny circulars ? (Cheers.) The ladies fly to the 
letters we bring them with swifter flight than to their 
cups of tea (laughter), and the man o f business turns 
with disgust from his toast and coffee i f  we do not 
band him his daily  paper. (Cheers.) Now, to pass from 
these universal benefits to smaller matters, have we 
not conferred imperishable fame on politicians 
(langbter) otherwise unknown by furnishing them with 
materials for at least half a hundred conundrums 
wherewith to  scare Postmasters-tiencral out o f their 
five senses ? Where would such individuals bo but for 
the Post Office > (Great laughter.) But, turning from 
the pleasant memories that such achievements as these 
awaken, I  desire to say, in a ll seriousness, that the 
Post Office has a very deep sense of its responsibility. 
We are aware that upon no other institution or service 
in the country depend consequences affecting so 
keenly and so immediately every home—nay, almost 
every citizen—of this country. I do not undervalue 
the other great Departments of tbe State, bat the 
efficiency of either the Army or the Navy might he 
temporarily affected without the nation feeling it. No 
dismay would be experienced i f ,  during January, the 
ubiquitous tax-collector did not visit our homes 
(laughter) ; but i f  our energies flagged, i f  our 
machinery got clogged, i f  the pulse o f  tbe postal 
and telegTaph system ceased to beat but for half 
a day, and its circulation by rail, road, and wire 
were impeded, the very life  of the community would 
stand still. I  can imagine no greater disaster than tbe 
breakdown o f the Post Office system except tbe co- 
temporaneous cessation o f all railway communication. 
We w ork, therefore, under a sense o f great responsi­
b ility  and with a proud consciousness o f tbe trust 
which our fellow -citizens so generously repose in us. 
We hope to prove ourselves more and more worthy of 
it. We have many critica, many candid friends. We 
touch every imaginable interest and are in contact at 
a ll points with humanity on its most sensitive side ; 
for I know that nothing raises such passions in the 
human breast or e lic its  such violence o f  language as 
the non-receipt of a letter, newspaper, or postcard. 
We are necessarily much criticized  and closely 
watched. I do not complain of this. (Hear, hear.) 
It is right and good for us. I would only ask that 
those who are so ready with blame for our failures— 
for we are not perfect—and for our alleged inability 
to move with the times would remember that, with a 
complicated and highly-organized machinery like 
ours, and working under constant high-pressure, reforms 
and changes must be carefully and slowly made. (Hear, 
hear.) That which seems very easy to tbe outsider 
who wants a change of a particular kind affecting his 
own interests may disturb the balance of working and 
affect the convenience of millions of persons and a 
revenue and expenditure of millions of pounds. (Hear, 
hear.) But I do not say this either to deprecate criti­
cism or to advocate standing still. As the servants of 
the State—that is to  say, the State in its character of 
tbe general public—our one and foremost ob ject should 
be, and, indeed, I may say it  is , to  supply the wants 
and to minister to  the convenience of that public. 
(Hear, hear.) Though styled a revenue department, 
and most valuable as a machinery for indirect and un­
fe lt taxation, I should deeply regret i f  we came to  be 
regarded, or to regard ourselves, as a mere tax-collect­
ing department. Nothing, in my opinion, would be 
worse for tbe Department, and consequently for the 
public, than for tbe former to coDsider as the be-all 
and end-all o f  the Post Office service the extraction 
of a large revenue from the country ; and, indeed, such 
a limitation of its functions would defeat the very 
ob ject for which it  exists—namely,tbe greatest possible 
convenience to the public by the m ultiplication aad 
acceleration o f every form of communication which 
properly falls within its limits. (Hear, hear.) 
Nothing would be so calculated to ch ili tbe ardour, to 
stunt the energies, and to repress the inventive seal of 
the officers o f tbe Post Office as for them to feel that 
there are barriers in the path of postal progress which 
they are forbidden to surmount. (Hear, hear.) There 
may be many ways in which the service can render 
itself more useful to the community at large, and thus 
minister to the general progress and prosperity of 
the country ; ana I cannot but regard it as the 
fcnunrien i f  not the naramonnt. dutv o f a great com-

Illness is  the cause o f the latter being absent. I am 
sure that I express the hopes o f aU that he may 
speedily be restored to public life , o f  which he is so 
distinguished an ornament. (Cheers.) My own career 
as Postmaster-General was not a long one. It did not 
extend over more than a few  months, but my con­
nexion with the Department was not confined to this, 
for tw ice  I served as Dcpnty-Postmaster—on the first 
occasion for many months—during illnesses o f my 
lamented friend and colleague Mr. Faw cett, whose 
name is imperisbably connected with Post Office 
improvements (cheers), and than whom no one since 
Sir Rowland H ill has more adequately grasped the 
needs o f the people, or done more to  popularize the 
service and to  increase its functions. (Cheers.) It  
so happened that in my capacity as deputy, or as the 
successor to Mr. Fawcett, I was largely responsible for 
the regulations to carry into e ffect the parcel post and 
also sixpenny telegrams; and i  think I may say that 1 
had unusual opportunities of forming an opinion as to the 
willingness and capacity of the permanent officials of 
the Department in carrying out suoh great extensions. 
I have a very vivid personal recollection  of Sir R ow ­
land H ill. I frequently saw him at my father’ s house, 
when I was a young man, between tho years 1848 ana 
1855. I have often heard him discuss and explain tbe 
difficulties which he encountered in carrying the n e a t  
scheme in tho four years before 1840. I reco llect 
w ell his saying on many occasions that what most sur­
prised him was tbe oppositionand obstruction which be 
met with from the Post Office officials o f that day. Ho 
was anything but complimentary to  those officials ; 
fortunately the genus is now extinct, and i f  there is 
one he would be worthy of a place in the museum of 
eccentricities which turn up in the Dead Letter 
Department. (Laughter and cheers.) S ir Rowland used 
to say that he could quite w ell nnderstaud the opposi­
tion of the Financial Department o f the Government, 
who looked to receiving a large revenue from the Post 
Office, and who feared any measure which might even 
temporarily endanger that revenue. It  must be ad­
mitted that S ir Rowland was somewhat over-sanguine 
as to tho immediate financial results o f the change, 
and, in fact, it was many years before the loss to the 
revenuewas recouped. When we blame such great states­
men as Sir Robert P eel for oppdsing the change in tbe 
interest o f the revenue, we may perhaps reco llect 
that statesmen in the present day have been heard to 
pronounce in the most emphatic manner that they w ill 
brook no interference with the revenue derived from 
the Post Office ; and i f  they had lived 50 years ago 
they would probably have taken the same view as 
Sir Robert Peel and Lord Melbourne. What Sir R ow ­
land could not understand was how the Post Office 
officials conld have ranged themselves in opposition to 
the scheme, why they should have sided with the 
financial authorities, and have done their utmost to 
defeat the scheme. They must have known tbe ab­
surdities, tbe inequalities, the com plexities, the 
injustice of the old system, how hardly it pressed on 
the poor, how it  was the engine of privilege under 
which one-half ofthe letters forwarded were forwarded 
free of charge under the system of “  frankiug.’ ’  It 
was difficult to  conceive how they could fa il to under­
stand the sim plicity and equality o f the new scheme. 
I know nothing more amusing than to read the 
evidence given before the Committee of 1838 by tbe 
Post Office officials. The secretary to the PoBt Office, 
Colonel Maberley, said that the scheme was utterly 
fallacious,a most preposterous one, utterly unsupported 
by facts, and resting wholly on assumption. Every ex­
periment in tbe way of redactions which had been 
made in the Post Office had shown its fa llacy. If the 
rates were reduced to a penny the revenue would not 
recover itself for 40 or 50 years. The assistant-secre­
tary boldly stated bis opinion that there would bo no 
increase of correspondence. Every possible objection 
was raised to every part of the scheme. They main­
tained that uniformity would be unjust and im­
practicable ; that payment in advance was impos­
sible ; and that tbe charge by weight could not 
be entertained. Sir Rowland H ill not only carried 
bis great scheme, but gave a great blow  to tbe ob­
tuse and ignorant and prejudiced officialism, from 
which it has, I re jo ice  to think, never recovered. 
It survived in fact for a time ; but Sir Rowland in­
spired tbe Department with a new spirit, and founded 
a new school o f officials. Up to that time he has 
stated no improvement had ever been devised in 
the Department. Post Office retormers had always 
forced their schemes upon the Department after a long 
struggle. They were taken into the office to carry 
them out, but were later turned adrift. I t  is demon­
strable that of late years there has been a great 
change in this respect. All the great changes and 
improvements and extensions have been devised and 
carried out within tbe Post Office by such men as Mr. 
Chetwynd, Mr. Scudamore, and Mr. Patey, and 1 have 
often beard Mr. Fawcett say that he owed all his 
schemes to men within the office, and found them tbe 
most ready agents for carrying them out ; and I can 
bear the same testimony from my short experience. I 
desire to emphasize this, as there is a disposi­
tion in tbe Press to complain of the tardiness 
of the Post Office to adopt improvements. The 
difficulty does - not rest there. I t  rests rather 
with the Financial Departments o f tbe Government. 
Every change and improvement costs money ; most of 
them risk for a time some more revenue. I f  it  is 
insisted upon that there shall be an evor-increasing 
net revenue, it  stands to reason that many reforms and 
extensions which the public desires must be postponed. 
He would be a bold man who would beard tbe Chan­
cellor  o f  the Exchequer and ask him to give up the 
whole of this net revenue for Post Office improve­
ments, though it  is to be remarked that no other 
country in the world draws a revenue from its Post 
Office. I t  is not, however,necessary to contemplate this. 
What I have at various times suggested is that we 
should estimate at a liberal amount what net revenue 
we should draw on the average of years from the 
Post Office,and that what there is beyond this of grow­
ing net revenue should be applied year by year to the 
improvements and extensions tho public desires. The 
present would be a very good opportunity for applying 
this principle, for the net revenue is growing by giant 
bound*. In 1888 the net revenue increased by 
£300,000, in 1880 by another £400,000, and in the 
current year I doubt not it  w ill be £500,000, or an in­
crease of £1,200,000 in three years, and the net 
revenue is now double what it  was before the intro­
duction of the penny post. I can conceive no better 
way of celebrating tbe jubilee or in commemorating 
its great founder than by applying at a ll events tbe 
increase in tbe growing net revenue to imports. The 
essence o f his scheme was sim plicity, uniformity, 
universality, cheapness, and there are many directions 
in which these great principles mav be carried further

years’  wear and tear ot l i fe .  Reading, writing, ani 
arithm etic, as taught in elementary schools, are plant 

'o f weak growth, but they are watered and made t> 
thrive bv the penny post, (Hear, hear.) I recollec 
giving Rowland H ill an illustration which please< 
him much. I had been travelling in Norway ant 
Sweden, and found that they were abandoning tbei 
Sunday secular schools. On asking the reason 1 wa 
told  that since the introduction o f the penny post the; 
were no longer fouid to be necessary, as cbeaj 
letters kept up education better than Sunday schools 
(Hear, bear.) On a «.lay o f rejoioiDg and remem 
brances lik e  this, let me say a word o f appreciatioi 
o f  one o f the greatest and best officials in the histor; 
o f the Post Office—1 allude to the late Mr. Scuda 
more. (Cheers.) When I entered upon my duties s 
Postmaster-General he was in official difficulties w it 
the Treasury and Parliament, because in bis zeal b 
had used the revenue of the Department for tbe rapi 
extension o f the system o f telegraphs. O f course, tni 
was a grave official error, for the money ought t 
have been voted by tbe House of Commons. I entere 
the office believing that I would have much troubl 
with this impetuous secretary, but I le ft  it feeling  th 
highest admiration o f his administrative capacity 
and unselfish zeal. The country owe him a debt o 
gratitude for the rapid and fficient extension of th 
telegraphic system. (Cboi rs.) One night of anxiet 
remains vividly in my memory. The new Post Offic 
buildings, with their fine telegraphic balls,were ready 
but it was an anxious thing to disconnect the whol 
telegraphic communication of the country and re 
establish it in the new building. Mr. Scudamore wa 
equal to the occasion, and the change was made with 
out the loss o f a single message or more than on 
hour ’ m delay . L ikesom any o f our friends Mr. Scudamor 
has gone to the great majority, but his memory shoul 
not be forgotten on this occasion. (Cheers.) There i 
one feature of the PoBt Office which has contribute 
greatly to its success—I allude to its perfect freedor 
from political action. I believe that the only surviva 
o f politics in it  is in the appointment o f  rura 
messengers bv members of Parliament for the district 
This miserable remnant o f patronage ought to be swep 
away. I do not think that I ever knew, and certain) 
never asked, what were the politica l convictions o 
any candidate for office when I bad to deal with th 
patronage, and this must be the practice and experi 
ence of my successors. (Hear, hear.) How differen 
is the administration of the Post Office in the Unite­
States ! At every change of a po litica l party in th 
Presidency there is a sweeping change o f  officers, o 
the principle that “  spoils belong to the v ictors.’ 
The present President has been in office only a fes 
month», but when I left America in November, 17,00i 
postmasters bad beeD dismissed (laughter) became 
they were Democrats, and the party newspapers were 
urging increased activity in the process of disorganiza­
tion. It is because our Post Office has been an efficient 
servant of the public, having only one thought as to 
how to do its duty without fear or favour, that it 
stands so high in public estimation. (Cheers.) Its 
work has been great in the past 50 years, and it is a 
joy  for us who are present to-night, to aid in tbe 
celebration of tbe benefits which half a century of 
pure and active administration has conferred on the 
public. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. F. E. B a i n e s  proposed “  The Retired Officers 
o f the Post O ffice,’ '  and mentioned several to the 
merits of whom be paid tributes which were endorsed 
by the company. The deceased included the fo llow ­
ing :—Secretaries :—Colonel MabeTly, Sir Rowland 
H ill, P. J. Scndamore, C .B ,, Arthur Bcnthnll, and C. 
H. B. Patey, C.B, Controllers o f London Postal 
Service :—tv. Bokenham, T. Boncher, and T. Jeffery. 
Inspeotors-General o f M ails:—U. Stow (mail coaches), 
West, and Edward Page. Receivers and Accountants 
General :—Hyde, Chetwynd, Richardson. Surveyors :— 
Gay, Creswell, Johnson, Anthony Trollope, James, 
and Beaufort. Savings Bank A. M illiken , C. 
Thompson, and Ramsay. Telegraphs :—Shaw and 
Sanger. Doctors W illiam  Gavin and Waltor Lewis. 
The living included Sir John T illey , K .C .B ., Frederic 
H ill, Francis Abbott, W . J . Page, F . R . Jackson, 
Pearson H ill , H , Mellersb, C. B. Banning, C. 
Teesdale, R . S. C olley, J. H. Newman, Ernest 
M illiken , and finally E. Yates, of whom the speaker 
remarked that, finding the yoke of the Post Office too 
easy, he took on himself the cares of the W orld. 
(Laughter and cheers.)

Bi b  J. Til le y , in responding, said that, i f  he were 
a useful servant at the Post Office, he owed such use­
fulness in great measure to the assistance he obtained 
from those about him. He beard with intense pleasure 
tbe generous remarks o f Sir L. Playfair about Mr. 
Scudamore. Probably his own knowledge of Sir 
Rowland H ill was larger than that of any one present 
except tbe members of bis fam ily. With a ll Sir 
Rowland H ill ’ s foresight, it was probable he never 
contemplated that tbe civ ilized  world would take up 
his scheme in so short a time. When he was first 
appointed tbe General Post Office occupied the site of 
toe present branch office in Lombard-street, and 
his room was the kitchen of the old reotory 
house of St. Mary W oolcoth. Tbe personnel was some­
what different from what it  is nnw. At that early 
date i f  gentlemen wanted to increase their incomes 
they did not write novels or their autobiographies or edit 
editions of Shelley. The Secretary bad occasion to 
send for one gentleman, to whom he said, •• I have 
tbe greatest admiration for trade ond commerce ; but 
you must decide between the Post Office and a cabbage 
stall in the N ew -cut.”  (Great laughter.) The in­
creased business was now carried on as easily as the 
6mall amount of work that had to be done in Lom­
bard-street. It had grown largely since be le ft tbe 
office ten years ago, and be believed it  was con­
ducted with greater ability than he could have brought 
to bear upon it. (Cheers.)

Mr. Edmund Y ates  also responded, and said it 
was very kind o f the company to  drink to the health 
o f a body of bygone and feeble old men, for whom he 
tremblingly returned thanks. He could scarcely bring 
himself to believe that it  was nearly 18 years since 
be gracefully retired from the publio service. In 
that retirement he had acted on thu principle of the 
proverbial well-bred dog, who went before he was 
k ick ed  (laughter) ; and as soon as'he saw bis friend 
Sir John T ille y ’s boots shuffling on the floor be made 
his salaam. Times bad changed in the Post Office, 
and he understood that more work was done there than 
previously. So far as he was personally concerned be 
admitted the possibility of such a chnnge. (Great 
laughter.) H is first ch ie f. Colonel Maberley, used to 
impress upon him the necessity of not overworking 
him self : he had given tbe Colonel tbe pledge that 
he would not, and Lad solemnly adhered to that sacred









me that people did sot
money in eightpences or thing« in dozens. 

i only two things that I  know o f in this 
bat are counted by dozens, and these are

M E . RAIKES’S W EEN S AND DUO­
DENARY DELUSION.

7 0  t h e  EDITOR 0 7  THE TIMES.
Biff—I venture to aak you to  reproduce the fo llow - 

ins extract from Mr. Reikea a t the penny postage
jubilee dinner o f last night

“  We u»ed to pay 8d. per packet of 12 cards until 
e year ago. It occurred to 
calculate 
There are
country that T
wine and silver articles ; but by the arrangement 
then subsisting the duodenary system of eelculation 
was withheld from the silver while it wes applied to 
the postcards. It occurred to me that it would he an 
enormous simplification i f  you pnt the money basis on 
the basis o f the shilling calculation, under which we 
count money, and if yon put the basis o f the number of 
the article supplied on the duodenary scale. I f  you 
wish to buy 100 postcards you send 6s., and if  you 
want £1 worth o f postcards you get 400, and 1 have 
always fe lt that i f  in anything I should have deserved 
the approval of the great founder of postal reform in 
this matter this is one which would have met with his 
approving regard. (Cheers,)”

There are sundry other things besides wine and 
"  silver articles ”  Counted by the dosen in this 
country. Mr. Kaikes proclaims his triumphs in whole­
sale selling of postcards ; perhaps he buys his oysters 
by the smack load and his eggs by the ton ; hut most 
people sre content to purchase these commodities by 
the dozen. The count in the flshmarket o f  many 
varieties o f  fish, such as whiting and herring, is by 
the dozen ; the same count holds sway in the vegetable 
market, where carrots, turnips, parsley, t o . ,  ape 
reckoned by the dozen bunches. 411 small articles 
of hardware are counted by the gross, which is a 
multiple of the dosen. So general is the dosen as a 
count that there are varieties o f it , snch as the 
”  baker’ s dozen ”  and the “  d e v il’ s dozen .”

I f  Mr. Raikes when he spoke o f "  silver articles ”  
was alluding to his spoons, he was right ; spoons, 
whether of silver or any other material, baing counted 
by the dosen. Apparently, however, he referred to 
shillings. Shillings are, no donbt, silver articles, 
but they are not habitually counted by the dozen, but 
by the ten and 20, which are respectively the equiva­
lents of the half-sovereign snd sovereign. Not •* silver 
articles ”  it Is, but certain copper articles, pence 
to wit, which are counted by the dosen ; or, in other 
words, op the basis o f the duodecimal calculation, 
which Mr. Raikes would fiud infinitely more symme­
trical than bis vaunted duodenary scale.

According to the former the shilling would, as it 
should, buy 24 postcards, Instead of, as now, 20, and 
£1 worth o f postcards would be 480, Instead o f 400. I f  
Mr. Raikes is obdurate against throwing in the infini­
tesimal value o f the scrap of paper which the stamp on 
it constitutes a postcard, he cannot pretend that 20 
of such scraps represent a value of 2d, But, as is the 
case too often in our complex civ iliza tion , it is on the 
poor man that the brunt of the extortion fa lls. He may 
have neither the need for nor the price of a fid. 
packet ; and when he buys his single postcard and 
finds that he has to pay {d . for the same, he oannot be 
expected to  regard Mr. R aikes’s duodenary scale 
with quite the game gush o f approval as thrilled that 
gentleman last night.

January 16. ^Oj^Yourjjbedient^ervant, 4. P.
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TO THE EDITOR OP THE TIM ES.
Bir,—May I be allowed to write a few  words oi 

the subject o f  further Post Office reforms ?
I read with pleasure the account of the dinne 

lately given to Mr. Raikes and the other leading Pos 
Office authorities, and I hope that many snch demon 
strations may from time to tim e be made, but I shoal< 
be very sorry to think that farther progress in chea] 
postage may not soon be made. I am old enough ti 
have been acquainted with the late Sir Franci 
Freeling and with the farmore celebrated Sir Rowlam 
H ill. I recollect that it was a favourite saying wit] 
S i .P .  Freeling—”  Show me that it w ill pay and : 
w ill establish post offices anywhere.”  Rowlant 
H ill ’ s favourite saying was— ”  Give me the means o 
conveyance and I w ill make the Post Office pay ii 
every part of the w orld.”  I firmly believe that has 
Sir Rowland H ill lived we should long ere this hav< 
had a British penny poet to every corner o f the globe 

It has been demonstrated beyond all quetzion that 
the great expense of conveying and delivering letteri 
is almost entirely that of delivery. The conveyance 
from one part o f the world to  another is by compari­
son insignificant. Such a colony as Australia alone is 
capable, I believe, o f  an enormous increase o f  postal 
revenue, when once letters are taken as other goodi 
by every ship, sailing or steaming, irom England! 
and so to the United States and Canada and every 
British possession in the world ; but there appears 
to bo a great dread of first outlay, which raquires the 
energy o f a dozen Mr. Henniker Heatons to over­
come. It w ill be overcome I have not the smallest 
doubt, but possibly not unless by some great 
chance a second Rowland H ill should arrive and 
Matter a ll these puerile objections to the winds.

. I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
„  THOMSON HANKEY.

69, Portland-place, W .( Jan. 18. V *
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TO  THE EDITOR OP THE TIMES.
flir ,—When the memhera o f a great Government 

Department meet to admire and dine one another over 
achievements with which they had no more to do than 
they had with the building of the Pyramids, and to 
which their eongeners o f 60 years back were bitterly 
opposed, their nnsaimity is wonderful, and we can 
only s»yt “  Wbat a good and joyful thing it is .'»

But when the Postmaster-General hints that he 
ought to have the credit, not only of the ipveption 
of penny postage, e lectric  telegraphy, »mi posts!

o f  the erowth of the population from 
25 to 30 millions, and o f the increased average of 
letters per head, in consequence of his having reduced 
the price of postcards from 8d. per 12 to fid. per 10 
and when he says he would carry out other equally 
revolutionary improvement« but for the Treasury we 
are staggered.

Is i t  the fault o f the Treasury that when we want 
to send letters from England- to India or the East in 
English ships we save money by carrying them to 
Belgium and paying postage them at a far less rate 
for conveyance in the same ships ?

Is it the fault of the Treasury that, while there are 
no foreign parts of the world to which a letter costs 
more than 5d. except the native States of West Africa 
the Orange Free State and Transvaal, the non-German 
parts o f Samoa and Diego Garcia (in my ignorance I 
g ive Mr. Raikes the benefit o f the supposition that 
this important'place does not belong to  us), w e have 
to pay fid. for a letter to any of onr Australian 
colonies, to  New Zealand, Tasmania, Natal, Bechu- 
an.land, Cape Colony, F ij i ,  Bt. Helena, and Ascen- 
slon ? (We can write to Abyssinia for 6d. and to 
Patagonia for 4d.)

Can Mr. Raikes lie  peacefully in hi* bed when he 
reflects that a German can send a letter to Australis 
at a cheaper rate than an Englishman can ?

Can Mr. Raikes say why a single Id . postcard costs 
Id ., while a single jd . postcard costs Jd., or why the 
m illionaire buys the latter at fid. for ten, while the 
poor man, who buys them singly, pay* 7 1 d. for the 
same number ?

Of course, from the moment it was established 
that trade follow s the flag we ought to have 
had Imperial penny postage. Mr. Raikes, how­
ever, darkens thought on this subject by irrelevant 
comparisons o f populations, and remarks on the pains 
Sir Rowland H ill took to convince bis contemporaries 
that penny postage would not involve loss. Population 
has nothing to do with it. Sir Rowland Hill proved 
sufficiently that when a 2$d. rate is reduced to Id. 
an increase of 160 per cent, is certain, and that a 
reduction from fid. to Id. would in a ll probability in­
crease the correspondence six-fold.

Would that the Post Office would learn that an out­
lay o f Id. is never considered even by the poor, 
whereas a disbursement o f Sd. or fid. gives pause 
•ten to  the well-to-do. Your obedient servant,7- I C E  ______ F. T. LAWRENCE,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIM ES.
Sir,—W ill you allow  me to call attention to one of 

the remarks made by Sir Lyon Playfair in his speech 
at the Post Office Jubilee Dinner ? He referred to the 
continuance of the practice o f making the appointment 
of rural post-office officials a piece of “  patronage ’ 
at the disposal of the loca l member o f Parliament 
The mischief of this system lies principally in the con 
nexioo it establishes in the minds of electors all over 
the country between politics and appointments to 
public offices, affording a practical demonstration that 
jobbing is the rule of the public service, which quite 
obliterates a ll that bas been done for 20 year* or more 
to establish the system of appointment and promotion 
on the sole ground of efficiency and merit.

To those who have to administer a publie depart­
ment it is w ell known that there is no greater 
nuisance than the local Parliamentary agent who 
urges his member to promote some job  In favour of a 
voter or his friends, and no greater difficulty in pre­
serving efficiency in the department than the pressure 
put bv the member in question on the political chief 
with that object. If 81r Lyon Playfair would take 
some practical steps to put an end to this ev il, begin­
ning byaking the appointments he refers to entirely 
away *rom the “  Patronage ”  Secretary of the 
Treasury, where it remains as representative of the 
corruption of past times, he would be doing an ex ce l­
lent piece o f servi e.

Your obedient servant,
7  __________  EFFICIENCY.

THE POST OFFICE AND ITS A U
SHORTCOMINGS.

----------- ---------------  I f ' t f C .
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIM ES.

Sir,—I have just risen from reading your moot able 
article on the “  Jubilee Dinner ”  o f  the Poet Office 
official* and Sir A. B lackw ood’ s speech.

You aak how far the plea that the Treasury hampers 
the work o f the Post Office is sound. It is perfectly  
sound and true to the vary fullest extent. For many 
years past I have taken very deep interest in the 
work o f the Post Office, and have done my humble 
part in making its labours known. Though I have 
never had the slightest offioial connexion with the 
Department, either direct or indirect, I have had 
facilitiea , which do not fa ll to  the lo t o f every one, 
of becoming acquainted With the interior work of the 
office.

It is a most indisputable fact that the Treasury doe*
interfere down to  the smallest and most petty detail« 
o f expenditure. Borne time bask the very able ch ie f 
official in one o f the most important towns of the. 
North o f England, whose work since his appoint­
ment to his present poet, pone yean  since, has 
resulted in enormous advantage to  the Department 
and to the public, came to the oenclnaion that in one 
important portion o f the district under his oexe a 
slight extension of the work would be of the greatest 
advantage to a ll concerned. . ‘

The outlay involved was very trifling, the largest 
item being balf-a-crovm a Week to a boy messengers 

The plan met with the fo il  and hearty approval of 
the surveyor of the district and of a ll the officials at 
Bt. Msrtin’ s-le-Grand, bat before it could be carried 
out the sanction of the Treasury had to be obtained.

W ill it  be credited by any one who is ignorant of 
the plans and ways by which the official mind has been 
trained in the way “  how not to do it ”  that a 
correspondence was carried on for more than half a 
year between the Treasury and the various Post Office 
officials before the needful sanction was given ? 1110  
bundle of correspondence at last in its magnitude 
would be astounding, indeed, to one ignorant and 
unlearned in the ways of official routine. 1 could 
give even more telling examples still.

1 do not hesitate to say that the cost of the corre­
spondence and the consequent delay was a loss greater 
than the cost of the boy’s wages for years would 
cover.

I t  is in this way that the very able and xealous 
servants of the Post Office are perpetually hindered 
aud thwarted in their endeavours to carry out changes 
and reforms which no one desires or can appreciate 
more highly than they.

The perfect absurdity o f the present system o f the 
so-called control of the Treasury over the spending 
departments of the Government needs but to be 
brought to light to be at once banished to the limbo 
o f departed fo llie s . 4 /

By all means le t the Treasury keep a very firm 
supervision over the expenditure of every department 
of the Government. I t  is needed. But the gross 
absurdity o f thinking that a Treasury clerk , or any 
number of Treasury clerks, can know better wbat is 
needed for the efficient working of any department than 
those engaged in it is too patent to-be entertained for a 
moment. L et the estimates be prepared as closely 
and as accurately as possible. Let the Treasury 
officials criticize and question them to their hearts1 
content. But, having Men presented to Parliament 
and the needful sanction obtained for the expenditure, 
let a ll further interference on the part o f “  my Lord* 
of the Treasury ”  cease. The saving in stationery 
and in clerk s ’ salaries would be no email one and the 
gain in every other way incalculable.

1 have the honour to  ho your obedient servant, x
ALItUTTlL»

To-day the fiftieth anniversary of t f c l & a .  
bbahment of the Penny Post is practically cele­
brated by the Bazaar in Aid of the Poatmea’a 
Beat Houses, which is to be opened by her Im­
perial and Royal Highness the Duchese of Ennr- 
bueoh, a t  the Ridiug School, Knightsbridge. The 
actual date of the passing of the Bill waa later in 
the y e a r; but “ ’tis fifty years ago, "an d  the occa­
sion is thus a celebration full of suggestiveness, 
which carries the mind back, not merely to the 
days of franked and tenpenDy letters a t the 
beginning of the present reign, but to  the now 
almost inconceivable period when there was no 
post a t all in these islands. The first ante­
cessor of Mr. Raises was Sir B riar T ore, 
“  Magister Nunciorum,” who in 1533 was Royal 
Messenger-General, and kept all the letters of 
the kingdom in one sack. In 1635 two months 
used to  elapse before an answer could be re­
ceived to  an ordinary missive despatched to 
Scotland or Ireland. Charles II . indifferently 
made all the profits of the existing Pott 
Office over to  the Duke of Y o u . Ae late as 
1724 tbe n ett revenue of the m*il« for all the 
kingdom wae only £ 96,340, and Pitt was the 
first Minister who really took the m atter in hand 
seriously. He sanctioned the building of mail- 
coaches, provided them with armed guards, and 
set on foot a regular though expensive service, 
so th at by 1805 the net revenue had grown to 
£ 1,000,000 sterling annually. B ut from th a t 
date to  1839—the year of Rowland H ill’s 
magnificent reform—it is remarkable bow the 
Poet Office system stagnated with us. Suffice it 
to say upon this head th at, albeit the popula­
tion grew from 19,000,000 to 25,000 ,000  between 
1815 and 1839, the revenue from the maih 
increased in the same period by only £ 100,000. 
Then the great reformer arose, and issued his 
epoch-making pamphlet, “  Post Office Reform.” 
A t th at time the rates on letters varied from 4d. 
to Is. 8 d ., and all sorts of annoying restrictions 
prevailed. Rowlahd Hill boldly proposed a 
uniform inland rate of one penny, with s ta in e d , 
covers or envelopes, and, although the proposal 
wee hailed by the public, the officials positively 
hooted a t  the audacious innovation. Never w ar 
the unwisdom of governing men more dads' ‘  

demonstrated. Tbe Poet Office people < 
the scheme as “  ruinous and







Laid L ichfield, Post mas ter-Gen oral, conceived 
that he had settled the question by saying that 
hwhre tunes the bulk of mails then carried—the 
ffclculation of the daring Rowland—would ‘ ' crush 
the ooachea, burst the offices, and destroy all 
revenue. ” Ludicrous, in truth, it is to compare 
the sapient misgivings and terrible objections of 
these official persons with the subsequent course 
of events, and the victory of Rowland Hill. The 
steamship and the railway, however, had arisen 
to help liim ; public feeling was bn his side ; two 
thousand petitions in favour of an uniform penny 
postage poured into the House of Commons in 
one Session, and the measure to give effect to 
the new and great idea was introduced at last 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and carried 
by a majority of one hundred, becoming law in 
August, 1839. On the 10th January, 1840, the 
nsw and cheap rate came into force ; Parliamen­
tary franking was abolished ; postage stamps were 
introduced in May of the same year, and day 
mails were instituted ; but all against the grain 
with the Post Office officials, one of whom wrote,
“  The plan, we know, must fail It is our duty 
to put no obstruction in its way, or the allega­
tion will be made that it has failed in conse­
quence of our reluctance to carry it into fair
execution.” „  . _  ............. 4 *

In a word, the old Post Office, like a bad nurse, 
did all it could, in a negative style, to make the 
infant reform perish, and the officials displayed a 
really monumental stupidity. The new scheme fell, 
also, upon a time of commercial depression, while 
Goclburn, who succeeded Baring at the Ex­
chequer, was secretly against it. Such a young 
H ercules, however, was not to be slain by the 
snakes of dulness and red-tape. On the con­
trary, it strangled them, and at the end of 
two years the London letters had increased 
from thirteen to twenty-three millions, and those 
inland from seventy-five to one hundred and 
ninety-six millions. Even in face of this, the imbe­
cile enemies of the reform protested that it must 
prove a failure ; but seven years latkar the figures 
given above were again nearly doubled ; every 
slow and small improvement and concession made 
to the public being responded to by vast aug­
mentations of letter-writing ;̂ and it is curious 
to note how slowly every fresh idea occurred and 
was adopted. Rowland H ill himself seems tc 
have had no thought at all of Hie adhesive i 
at first; we believe the notion first 
in a suggestion from some outrider that “  ] 
haps the difficulty of stamped covers i 
obviated by using a bit of paper just large eg 
to bear the stamp, and covered at the 
a glutinous wash,” In those fortuitous ŵ  
newspaper letter lay the germ of 
system. Mulrlady designed tjie j
which were called banteringly “  H ill’s sticking- 
plasters,” And now, what a demand! whet a 
sale! Up to 1884 the Post Office had issued of | 
thoee once despised labels thirty-one thousand 
three hundred and two millions—a number more 
easy to write and print than to realise in 
imagination. In 1863 the Post Office bought, 
for £4,000, Mr. Archer’s simple but useful de­
vice for perforating the stamp-sheets, before 
which time we had laboriously to separate them 
with penknife or scissors. Little Zurich was tHe 
first among States abroad to imitate our new 
postage-labels. America did not adopt them 
until 1847, nor France until 1849, and the Sand­
wich Islands used their own stamp before the 
Netherlands possessed any. Within a quarter 
of a century, however, of the advent into 
currency of our first “  Queen's head ” the 
globe had produced 1,391 varieties for itself, 
and there is really a good deal of his­
torical and geographical interest in the more 
complete among the collections which are made 
and offered for sale of all these extremely varied 
impressions. But what a success for Rowland 
Hill t And, when we compare the latest figures 
of the half-century with the earliest, the success 
•wells to a triumph so prodigious that one 

• wonders those wooden-headed officiate of 1839 
did not go before they died to St Martin’s-le- 
Qrand in white sheets of penitence of their own 
remorseful accord. Rowland H ill started with a 
total of chargeable letters at 88,600,000 in 1839, 
and of newspapers at 80,000,000. The returns 
of letters lest year were 1,612,000,000, and of 
newspapers 162,400,000; besides 188,800,000 
post-cards, and 389,600,000 books, and so Cwrtfo. 
And this was the reform which was certain to 
fail" 1 f t f f
l From the same fruitful though simple innova­
tion, from the same “  sweet simplicity ” of the 
penny stamp, have sprung, directly or indirectly, 
all the other postal reforms, including money 
orders, savings-banks, postal telegraphs, post­

post, and we may even say the cheap 
In a measure. It is, in fact,

quite impossible to comprehend in any brief 
review, even by merest enumeration, the enor­
mous area of blessing and benefit, the pro­
digious extension of social, civic, commercial, 
and economical advance, which are due to 
the pregnant brain and simple conception of 
that one clear-headed Englishman. If we 
could, indeed, marshal all the dazzling figures of 
the change, and bring into line the stupendous 
statistics of the Post Office, we should still be 
omitting the wonderful spread of the system all 
over the world, for England can never be de­
prived of the glory of having initiated the modern 
postal system for mankind. The French soldier 
at Toulon who gets a letter from his mother at 
Calais ; the Hindoo sepoy at Peshawur who for 
half-an-anna hears of his dusky wife and children 
at Dum-Dum, may thank Rowland H ill. Con­
sider, moreover, what the penny stamp has 
done for education ; how it has silently urged and 
forced the populations to learn to read and write; 
how it has united families, clasped together the 
mother-country and the Colonies, softened 
absence, and sweetened exile. To human life and 
intercourse this wonderful modern organisation 
has added a new heart, which throbs with a 
“ systole” and “  diastole ” of vigorous daily cir­
culation, keeping up a second social life. It has 
given to the poor as well as the rich a constant 
service of faithful couriers such as ancient 
monarchs never commanded, whose punctuality 
aud honesty are almost always beyond doubt. 
To the State it furnishes year by year a superb 
revenue, and keeps a hundred thousand mills 
busy with the manufacture of note-paper and 
envelopes. It is not perfected yet, until we 
attain all over the Empire—perhaps all over the 
globe—one uniform stamp which will carry a 
letter anywhere and everywhere, for diverse rates 
are an abomination and hindrance. The work, 
however, wrought in fifty years is so astounding, so 
vast, so beneficent, that this Bazaar at Knights- 
bridge becomes to-day the focus for reflections 
which pass quite beyond expression, gathering 
always round those two contrasted figures of 
Rowland H ill, sturdily maintaining his grand 
reform, and Colonel Mabxrly saying to the 
cads of his “  foolish Department,” “  We know 
e plan will fail. ” /f~. I f

The Special Committee, delegated by the^oirt 
of Common Council to consider the question of 
celebrating the Jubilee of Penny Postage, after 
conferring with the Postal authorities, have 
agreed to recommend such a celebration, and that 
2,000 guineas be voted by the Court for this 
object. They moreover suggest that the middle of 
May would be a convenient date for the purpose, 
and that what may be termed the postal attrac­
tions got together for the occasion shall be con­
tinued during the following two day* for tbs 
behoof of the public, who would probably be ad­
mitted to Guildhall by ticket. a

The arrangements for the due celebration of 
the jubilee anniversary of the adoption of Uni­
form Inland Penny Postage, at the Guildhall, to­
morrow evening, are rapidly approaching comple­
tion. In course of preparation for the use of the 
guests is a pamphlet that will be full of interest, 
inasmuch as it comprises a brief and popular 
account of the Post Office Department, together 
with a catalogue of the various exhibits in and 
about the hall; and when it is stated that these 
latter will comprise nearly 600 items, in addition 
to what may be called “  special arrangements, 
it will at once be seen that the attractions for 
the evening—to be continued throughout Satur­
day and Monday—will be considerable.

Among the “  special arrangements” will be the 
following: The Royal mail parcel coach will leave 
Guildhall for Brighton at nine p.m., to-morrow, 
carrying mails made up in Guildhall. Other 
large mail vehicles will stand with lamps lighted 
in or near Guildhall-yard. The corridor will be 
lined with postmen and telegraph-boys in uni­
form. A post-office will be established in the 
north-west corner of the HtiD, and will few the 
three days be designated the Guildhall Post 
Office ; and, in illustration of the postal system, 
public business of all kinds will be conducted 
there, inAliwling the sale of stamps aud postcards, 
the issue of postal orders, the transaction of life- 
assurance and savings-bank business, And the 
issue of telegrams. A special postcard, prepared 
for the occasion, may be bought singly or in 
quantities, and may be written, addressed, and 
posted. *> 0

The Prince of Wales will arrive at half-past 
ten o’clock to-morrow night, and be received by 
the committee and conducted over the Exhibition. 
His Royal Highness will spend about an hour in 
the Guildhall and Council Chamber—where a con­
cert will be given by the Post Office Choir, Su îlar 
concerts win be given in the Council Chamber on 
Saturday and Monday afternoons and evening»» 
by tho same choir, and that of the GuildBa/vJ 
School of Music.

* T ___A -

TU B  PENNY POST.
Last night the Corporation of the City of 

London gave a cunvcrsazione  at the Guildhall in 
celebration of the jubilee of the introduction of 
the inland uniform penny postage. About 3,500 
guests were invited, of whom over 2.000 attended, 
and the occasion was honoured with the presence 
of the Prince of Wales, who arrived at about half­
past 10 o’clock. His Royal Highness, who waa 
received at the entrance of the Guildhall by the 
Lord Mayor and members of tho committee, was 
informed by his Lordship that he had received 
numerous messages of congratulation from all 
parts of the United Kingdom. The general com­
pany began to arrive about 7 o’clock. The guesta 
were received in the library by the Lord Mayor, 
who wore his State robes, and who was accom­
panied by the Lady Mayoress. Mr. Alderman 
and Sheriff Knill ana Mr. Sheriff Hams were also
Eresent, and on the dais were Sir Arthur 

ilackwood (Secretary to the Post Office), Aider- 
man Sir James Whitehead, and many of the chief 
representatives of the Corporation. The Post­
master-General arrived shortly after 9 o’clock.

At the invitation of the Lord Mayor, and to add 
to the interest of the celebration, the Postmaster­
General arranged an exhibition of the processes 
of his department in the Guildhall and in the 
proposed art galleries just constructed by the 
Corporation. In the Guildhall were shown the 
stamping, sorting, and preparation of letters, and 
the making up, reoeipt, and despatch of mails. 
Telegraphs in action were also exhibited, inclnd- 
ing Wheatstone’s circuits, news circuits furnish­
ing intelligence simultaneously to distant towns, 
and ordinary circuits connecting widely separated 
points. Telegraphic communication was main­
tained with several Continental cities. A large 
collection of telegraphs of the past and present was 
displayed ; and the multiplex telegraph, the tele-
fhone, and the phonograph were in operation.
H the art galleries a travelling post-office was at 

work, and models of mail packets of the past and 
present were exhibited. At tho western end of 
the Guildhall there was a fully equipped post­
office, where specially prepared jubilee post-office 
cards could be procured, addressed, and posted, 
and every kind of post-office business transacted, 
the novel accommodation being largely patronized. 
At about 9 o’clock tbe Royal mail four-horse 
parcel coach left Guildhall-yard for Brighton, 
carrying parcel mails made np in the Guildhall ; 
and the mail coach, to illustrate the Royal mail 
coaches of the past, took up and discharged mails, 
passengers, and luggage. Before the arrival of 
the Prin ce of Wales the company was addressed 
in the library by the Lord Mayor,Mr. Raikes, and 
Alderman Sir J. Whitehead. The Lord Mayor 
expressed his high appreciation of the eminent 
services rendorea to civilization by tho late Sir 
Rowland Hill, and Sir J. Whitehead advocated 
the claims wnich the Rowland Hill Benevolent 
Fund had upon the public, its aim being to 
relieve all deserving and necessitous Post Office 
servants.

Tbe Po s t m a st x b -G x h z r a l  said that they were 
there to celebrate a jubilee which nearly coincided 
with that o f tbe reign of our most gracious Sovereign, 
for the Queen had occupied tbe throne less t u n  
three years when the Ministry of that day found it 
possible to introduce that great chance which Sir 
Rowland H ill had so powerfully and disinterestedly 
advocated. It was natural, therefore, that the Royal 
Hou.se of Great Britain should take particular interest 
in this great triumph o f peace (cheers) ; and he wae 
glad to think that, not only had the Lord Mayor 
placed the traditional hospitality of the Corporation 
of this great city that evening at the disposal of those 
who desired to celebrate tbe occasion m so fitting a 
manner, but that the gathering was to be graced by 
the presence of the Heir to the Throne (cheers), who 
would thus show his interest in the great work in 
which they all so largely sympathised. Having 
briefly referred to the important additional duties, the 
responsibility of which tne Post Office had undertaken 
in the last quarter o f  a century—in connexion with 
tho savings banks, the telegraph department, and tbe 
conveyance of parcels—the right hon. gentleman 
alluded to the deep interest which Alderman Sir 
James Whitehead had taken in the Rowland H ill 
Benevolent Pond, and observed that that occasion 
would sufficiently bring home to them the duty— if 
he might say so—or, at least, tbe wish, which must 
pervade every generous breast in tbe country to relieve 
the necessities of those to  whom they v e to  so greatly 
Indebted for tbe beuefite which they a ll in eommon 
enjoyed. (Cheers.) _

During tho evening a pamphlet was circulated 
among the guests giving a brief, but extremely 
interesting, history of the Post Office, tracing the 
marvellous development, especially in recent 
years, of the department, and indicating the 
numerous ramifications of the work which rt now 
performs.

The band of the Coldstream Guards and other 
bands played in various parts of the building.

JUBILEE OP PENNY POSTAGE.
---------------* --------------  5 ,

The brilliant assembly at the Guildhall last even­
ing In celebration of the Jubilee Anniversary of the 

Introduction of Iniaau Uiuruim Teeny Tuecoge was 
certainly one of the moat successful entertainments 
ever given by the Corporation of London. The occa­
sion was one which was sympathetic to the hearts of 
citizens, for the marvellous growth of wealth and tbe 
wide extension of London are almost coeval with the 
penny poat..#e. In 1339 few Londoners who hod City 
business slept beyond the Bills of Mortality, while 
nowadays not only do we have half-a-dozen deliveries 
a-day, but tho telegraph is not quick enough tSe some 
of ns, and we have flown to tbe telephone.
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W h *t number o£ letters passed through the Post Offioe 
In 1$39, when Rowland H ill - th e n  a school master 
wrote hia pu nphlot on postal reform, the manuscript of 
which is displayed in the e ih ib ition — has been re­
corded, but the numbers of last year almost transcend 
imagination. N o less than 850 million letters were 
posted out of London last year, and 690 million deliv­
ered from the country ; while the actual local post 
amounts to over 330 millions. Of mail bags passing 
between office and ofiice in London there are 4,750,000, 
So and from the provinces 4,250,000, to and from 
foreign parts 450,000. The figures as announced in 
total by Mr. Raikes, amazed the distinguished 
assembly which crowded the Library.

W hen the doors were onened there was abundant 
occupation for early arrivals in viewing the complete 
post offices ou the west side of the hall— with examples 
of pillar boxes from the original square ones of 1855, 
through the tall elaborate edifice w ith crown and 
cushion, which formerly stood on London-bridge, 
to the modern useful pillar with its wire 
interior. O r the East side was the Telegraph de­
partment, where every system from Cooke end W heat­
stone s four-needle machine, requiring iOat wires, to 
the present single wire and almost instantaneous 
machine, was exhibited. Several offices were in direct 
com m unica'jo* w ith pests at Aberdeen Bristol, Brigh­
ton, Penzancejiud other distant places to  which congra­
tulatory telegram* were Bent, and the replies returned 
daring the few  minutes thabj spectators waited,
__one sect to  Penzance ran “  Gog and
Magog are enjoying the fu n ,'* 1 to  which the 
Penzance post master »p lie d , “  I  should like 
to  be there also.”  This wm (’  me in three and a-half 
minutes. On the arrival of , >e Prince of Wales, the 
follow ing doggerel rhymes were sent to  every office on 
the system, and though their lines are crooked, their 
sentiment is excellent:—

“  England’s Prince is with ns,
All honour to his name;
May his life continue joyous, 
Ana crown’d with lasting fam e; ’

53

and from 57 towns in the United Kingdom came 
answers of congratulation.

The Lord Mayor arrived about eight o ’ clock and 
was received by the Committee, who preceded him to 
the chair of state on the dais of the Library. Truth to 
say, the reception which lasted nearly an hour 
and a-half, was rather slow, and among the multi­
tude of distinguished guests invited only few  put 
In an eariy appearance. Indeed, for some time 
the Library was scarcely half_ full—for the 
wise ones, knowing how late the Prince was coming, 
discreetly examined the Exhibition during the in­
terval. In the Great Hail they had the advantage of 
the musie o f the Coldstream's band, under Mr. C. 
Thomas, and in the Council Chamber the Post Office 
Choir, conducted by Mr. Beckley, gave two concerts, 
at eight and ten. The Aldermen’ s Room was the 
home of the phonograph, and in ths old Council 
Chamber was a series o f dissolving views representing 
letters famed in the world's history. But still the 
guests poured through the Library, and among tbo first 
distinguished arrivals was Sir Stevenson A. Black­
w ood, K .C .B ., Secretary of the Post Office, in Windsor 
uniform. T o  him succeeded Sir Thomas Chambers 
and hiB daughters; then came Sir Pope Hennessey, 
looking naturally thinner and grayer than when, 
nearly 27 years ago, he led the “  P ope’s Brass Band ’ ’ 
in the House of Commons, and straggled in the causa 
o f Poland. Mr. Henniker Heaton, satisfied with his 
halfway house of 2Jd. postage to the Colonies, 
and Mr. Shaw-Lefevre, an old Postmaster-General, 
were quickly follewed by an interesting group—Mr. 
Row land H ill and M r. Pearsall H ill, sons of the re­
former, with various other members of their family, 
to the number of about fifteen, including Miss Rosa­
mond Davenport H ill, w ho, to the surprise of Mr, 
Lobb, had not brought any knitting. The first A lder­
man to arrivo was Lieut*-Colonel Cowan—but I  think 
he left early, as 1 saw him no more. The Rev. J. R. 
Higgle, M A ,, chairman of the School Board, was re- 
ceive<3 with cheers, as was General Sir Daniel Lyeons, 

the new Constable of the Tower—“  Shifty 
Dan,”  as he is called in the service—now 
unfortunately laid up b y  gout in the tie . 
A fter him came Mr. C. Fielding, the new master of 
the Turners’ Company, only elected on Thursday, in 
succession to Mr. Burdett Contts, M .P ., who, strangely 
enough, was not present. The new Treasurer of Si. 
Thomas’s Hoepital, and Mrs. Wainwright, were 
warmly received, as were the Master of the Butchers’ 
Company and Mr. Arthur A 'Beckett, in military guiss. 
Sir John Coode, G C -M -G ., soon followed, and then 
came Mr. George Spicer and Mr. Alderman Newton. 
L ord and Lady Meath were present, but did not go 
up to the dale, nor did Mr. Staveley Hill, Q.C., M .P.

O.UQK1 a m v e u  rnr. m u  « aio»
ton Lyon with Mrs. John Scott (niece of Sir Rowland 
H ill and wife of Mr. Justice Scott, lately appointed 
by the Government to supervise the judicial system of 
Egypt). Dr. McGeagh (as surgeon of the H .A .C .), 
Dr. W estmacott (as army surgeon-general), and 
Mr. Edwin Freshfield arrived almost together, 
and, Mr. George Sims —  Introduced aa Sir 
George, amid applause—succeeded. Then came 
the master of the -lirdlcrs’ Company and 
M r. and Mrs. “ Tam ’ ’ Read Mr. and Mrs. Pennefeather 
— an appropriate name- -Sir Edmund Hertzlet, Mr. 
H . G. Reid (president of the Institute of Journalists), 
and, amid a flourish of trumpets, Mr. Ceeil Raikes 
himself, the great head of the Post Office—master of 
30,000 men and women and earner of £3,000,000 per 
annum for the nation.

N ow  oame a dilemma ; neither Lord Mayor, nor Post­
Master, nor Sir James Whitehead, knew how to begin, 
and the ladies were so placed that there.was not sitting 
room for them on the daïs ; but after a little manage­
ment the oratorical portion o f the evening’s entertain­
ment commenced.

Tlii' L obd Matos, who was received with cheers, said 
My ijords, Ladies, and Gentlemen,—The committee en- 
Vu. ied with the arrangements for to-day’s celebration 
were good enough to ask me to make a speech. You will 
doubtless he pleased to hear that I  had sufficient fortitude 
and self-denial to resist that very great temptation. My 
reasons were various; firstly, I  thought that there were 
very many in this assembly who have heard at least 
enough of my voice during the current week—(“ No, 
n o ! ’ ’ ) ; then I  thought of the many ladies who are 
amongst this audience; and, lastly, I  thought it would 
be wrong of me to stand between this assembly and the 
two distinguished speakers who will presently address

f
ou, in the persons of the Right Hon. Mr. Raikes, the 
'ostmaster-General—(cheers)—and my excellent friend 
and predecessor the late Lord Mayor—cheers)—who was, 

as you are aware the founder of the Rowland Hill 
Benevolent Fund. Ladies and Gentlemen,—You will, 
perhaps, he asking yourselves why, if I  am not going to 
make a speech, I  must detain you. I  will answer that 
question for you in a moment. I  thought if I  had con­
tented myself with setting before you the mere fact that I  
bad been able to resist that temptation to make a speech 
my silence might be open to misconstruction. There 
might be some doubt whether my heart is in this celebra­
tion, and I  venture, therefore, to tell you that it is, and 
that if  I resisted the temptation it was for the considera­
tion that I  have given you, and I desire to assure you 
that no one in this assembly, or in this country appre­
ciates more than I  do the eminent services of the late Sir 
Rowland Hill. (Cheers.) I  cannot think of him but as 
the greatest benefactor of his time—a man who did more 
than any other in his time in the interest of civilization, 
I  have now the privilege to introduce to you the Post­
master-General. (Cheers.)

The Right Hon. H. C ecil  R a is e s  said: My Lord 
Mayor, my Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen,—The Lord 
Mayor, who hits shown on this occasion no less than his 
usual sympathy with all good works and useful institu­
tions, has almost too modestly restricted his right to 
make a speech to-night. And yet he haB said enough, 
I  think, to satisfy this great and influential audience how 
warmly he sympathizes both with the triumphs and the 
progress of the great institution, the Imperial Post Office, 
and also how sincerely he feels for the objects of the 
Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund— (applause)—which I  
trust and believe must be greatly benefited by assemblies 
like this. We are collected in this ancient and historic 
hall—connected as it is with so many of the greatest and 
most interesting events of our history—to celebrate the 
jubilee of quite a modem institution, but of an institu­
tion which may be said to have done more for the cause of 
universal civilization than almost any other political or 
social discovery. (Hear, hear.) The memory of 8ir Rowland, 
associated as it will always be with the introduction of ths 
penny post, will, I  think, be dear, not only to his own 
country, end not only to those who speak the English 
language in other and distant Continents, but also to all 
those who Bpeak in other tongues and inhabit other 
countries, and who are able to appreciate the greatness of 
that peaceful revolution of which he was the prime 
mover. It it almost impossible at this time of day for 
us to realize the greatness of the change which 
•W been brought about by the eitablishment i f  the penpy

Si t  Although I would not to-night weary an assemblage 
;e this with tedious and tiresome figures, it may be at 

least permitted to me to remind you that, whereas in the 
year immediately preceding the establishment of the penny 
postage, the number of letters delivered in the United 
Kingdom amounted to seventy-six millions (and I  have 
no uoubt that was at the time considered an enormous 
number), the number of letters delivered m this country 
last year was nearly sixteen hundred millions— (applausoi
__twenty times* the number of tetters which passed
through the post" fifty years ago; to these letters must be 
added the six hundred and fifty-two millions of post­
cards andother communications by the half penny post, and 
the enormous number of newspapers, which bring the 
total number of communications passing through the post 
to considerably above two billion. I venture to say that 
this is the most stupendous result of any administrative 
change which tho world has witnessed. (Hear, hear.) it 
you estimate the effect of that upon our daily life, if you 
pause for a moment to consider how trade and business 
have been facilitated and developed, how finally relations 
have been maintained and kept together, if yon for a 
moment allow your mind to dwell upouthischangewhicb is 
implied in that great fact to which I  have last called atten­
tion. I  think you will seo that the establishment of the 
penny post has done more to change—and change for the 
better—Hho face of Old England than almost any other 
political or social project which has received the “ no­
tion of the Legislature within our history. (Uieers.;
I  cannot forget, speaking hero to you to-night, that her 
Majesty’s Government has found m this Jubilee year of 
the penny post a suitable occasion for establishing a 
uniform postage from this country t i  our Colonies 
— (hear, hear) — together with those many great 
nations who are, like ourselves, the members of 
the Postal Union. I  am happy, »deed , that 
the honour has been reserved for myself during 
my tenure of office to be the Minister specially charged 
with the carrying out of this great, and, as I believe, 
beneficial measure. (Cheers.) I  do not know whether it 
is possible for us to-day to forecast what may happen in 
the distant future in the way o f drawing closer those 
family tie® which bind the mother couatry to ner 
daughter colonies, hut if thoW/esult of the
change which is taking place— hope it will 
take place—this year should be m any degree 
commensurate with the change which has 
England since the penny poet was established, l  thin* tnai 
this humble department, whose first duty is to carry your 
letters, to convey your telegrams, and to take care of your 
savings-bank deposits, may claim to have done more 
and to havs laid a deeper and wider basis for 
the great British Empire of the future than 
might have been achieved by the most daring or 
brilliant statesmanship, or by the most successful and 
triumphant war. We are here to celebrate a jubilee 
which nearly coincides with that of the reign of our most 
gracious Majesty, who had only occupied the throne of 
these realms for less than three years when the Ministry 
of that day found it possible to introduce that great 
change which Sir Rowland Hill had so powerfully 
and disinterestedly advocated. Therefore, it is but 
natural that the Royal House of Britain should tako 
particular interest in this great triumph of peace. I  am 
glad to think that not only you. my Lord Mayor, have 
placed the traditional hospitality of the Corporation of 
this great City on this occasion at the disposal of those 
who desire to celebrate the event in a fitting manner, but 
that this assembly is to be graced to-rught by the 
presence o f the Heir to the Throne— (cheers)—who will 
c me here with hie illustrious brother the Duke of 

liuhurgh, who has shown his interest in the great work,

in which all o f us so largely sympathize, sad _ 
with that unflagging interest which distinguishes^ 
desire to add to his information all those items i 
the progress of the postal service which the On . 
this occasion has deigned to receive. I  ought not to de­
tain you by reference to those other branches o f the work 
which have grown up around the Post Office in the course 
of the last quarter o f a century. It would be enough for 
me to remind you how, in 1861, the Post Office, not oon- 
tented with its duty of being the letter carrier for all 
classes, undertook to be also the bankers of the poor; 
how nine years later it accepted the responsibility of 
the telegraphic communication of the United Kingdom; 
how, ten years after that, it dared to enter the field as 
carrier o f parcels for the public generally, and how it 
has been constantly on the watch to extend the scope of 
ita usefulness and bring to bear on the national life that 
nervous organization which it has perfected. So much 
has been done for the public, that while some ladies and 
gentlemen here may say that too much almost has been 
done, at least those of you who think that tho present posts 
a-day are more than the most voracious appetite could 
desire—while so much has been done, and is being done, 
and has still to be done by the Post Office in the interest 
of the public, we hope that the public will not forget 
those—the humblest class of the servants of the Poet Office 
— who form the basis of this great superstructure, and by 
whose labour the great benefits of civilization are carried 
to every corner of the globe. Those of you who may 
have studied the pamphlet which has been circulated this 
evening, or who may have looked at the first pages of the 
catalogue which your committee kindly placed in 
my hand, may realize how much there is still 
to he done to ameliorate the lot of our working 
postmen, to comfort them in their anticipation of 
the future, and to console their declining years. (Cheers.) 
The State is hound to be just before it can be generous. 
The public can afford to be generous before it considers 
whether it will be just—(cheers)—and I  for one am cer­
tain that there can be no j  lister cause for unloosing the 
purse strings of that benevolence which has such high 
tone in the City of London than to amelio­
rate the labours o f those servants of the public, 
for whom the State has not found it possible to 
make a sufficient provision. As you know, there are 
pensionslina f&pdMSZSgfioa tuads ¡i f  which servants o i 
the public may expect to receive a very moderate amount 
o f subsistence when they have served their full time and 
have passed out of the sphere of active usefulness ; but 
there are cases in which a man breaks down, perhaps in 
the middle of his career, or a man has served the public 
without being actually and technically in the service of 
the State, ana who finds when he is incapacitated from 
further public service that no provision exists for 
his necessities, and those of his family. All honour to 
those who, like Sir James Whitehoad—(cheers)—not en­
listed in the actual service of the department, have 
conceived that the great name of Rowland Hill, and 
the magnificent services rendered by him to his country 

' est be ameliorated and assisted by inviting the sym-

S
and kind consideration of the public at large on 
of those servants of the public whose labours have 
been so greatly increased by this reform. I  think, 

my Lord Mayor, that you, as the Lord High 
Almoner o f your countrymen, have never more worthily 
discharged that important function of your gTeat office 
than in presiding over this meeting to-night—(hear, 
hear)—ana I  am satisfied that, however feebly and imper­
fectly I  have attempted to connect in your minds those 
immense benefits and conveniences which have become 
part of our daily lives with the services of a most 
laborious, o f a most hoc e it, and a most dutiful class of 
public servants. The fact that you have been brought here 
to-night, under the presidency of the Lord Mayor, and 
a pin this most interesting and important occasion will 
have sufficiently brought home to von the duty, if I  may 
say it, or at least the wish which must pervade every’ 
generoas breast in this country, to improve the condition, 
to meet the necessities of those to whom we are so greatly 
indebted for the benefits which we all in common enjoy. 
(Cheers.) 5 5

The Loan Mayoh, again rising, said : I  have the honour 
to call upon Sir James Whitehead. (Cheers.)

Alderman Sir Jakes W hitehead said : My Lord Mayor, 
my Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen—I feel somewhat in a 
difficulty in being called npon to address yon on this 
occasion, inasmuch as I  have been preceded by the Post­
master-General, who has, to a very great extent, said what 
I  myself was going to say. I  had been asked, and I  hope

some who are here to-night, that about eight or ten years 
ago I  took part, along with others, in what we felt to be 
a duo recognition o f  the great work that had been done 
by Rowland HU], and starting from the point that we 
desired to erect a statue to his memory and a monument 
to record his good work in Westminster Abbey, we found 
ourselves in course of time in possession of a larger 
amount o f money than we had at first anticipated. 
With a surplus of something like £15,000, it occurred to 
ns that we might possibly perpetuate the memory of 
a great matt, to whom we owe the introduction of the 
uniform system of penny postage iti a manner that would 
be in. accordance with what we believed to have been the 
spirit of his life, and in wbat we believed to bo the de­
sire of his family, and also the desire of a large number 
of the present officials of the Post Office, who de­
sire to keep his virtues and his good deeds 
green in tho recollection of the present generation. 
Well, now, the Corporation have given this conversazione 
just os they always, aa I conceive, do the right thing at 
the right moment, and they have opened their hand, and 
opened their purse in a manner which, I  believe, will 
be well appreciated, not only by the citizens of London, 
not only by the people of the metropolis, but by the greet 
bulk of the English speaking people throughout the entire 
empire. (Cheers.) Now it is notin accordance with the usual 
custom of the Corporation that there should bs any charge 
for admission, or that there should he any collection with­
in the precincts of this Guildhall. But while that is the 
rule which obtains amongst us, we are bound, as we feel, 
to respect the desire and the wishes of those offieials who 
are connected with the Post Office, and to whom we owe 
such an exhibition of ancient and modern postal arrange­
ments and postal facilities as has probably never been

Ethered together at any time under one roof. Well, we 
ow that the postal leaders, the leading officials of the 
Post Office, desire nothing for their own servioes, but they 

do desire that some good ehould arise out of this great 
’ gathering on this occasion, for the benefit o f an institu­

tion—the Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund—which has 
been referred to insnch eloquent and kindly terms by the 
Postmaster-General. (Cheers.) But you may very
reasonably ask. What is the Rowland Hill Benevolent 
Fund—what ie its object and what is its aim ? The Bow- r 
land Hill Benevolent Fond was established in the find' 
instance by a few friends and myself, and it is to-day 
doing an enormous amount of good in proportion to that







Itind* at it* disposal—an amount of good that could not 
possibly, probably hardly, be exceeded by any other 
institution or association possessing so small an amount 
o f money for the purpose of its usefulness. 
N ow  the pamphlet which has been placed in the hands of 
a large number of those who are here to night does I 
convey in clear and concise language what is the object of 
thi* fund, and at the risk of being what the Postmaster­
General desired to avoid, at tho risk of being tedious 
and tireaosise, . I fear I shall be obliged to give 

, you some statistics. The fund, according to the 
hook which has been put into jour h an dsels

available for the relief o f evety class o f officers 
employed by the Post Office, whether in receipt o f a 
pension or not, the only condition being that there shall 
be actual distress on the part of the person relieved, or on 
the part o f the widow or children. Aged persons past 
work and with very small means, ot none at all, and 
widows with young children, and few or no r**ources, 
are the chief recipients of this fund. (Hear, hear.) Iknow  
the public will ask, and perhaps not unreasonably ask, 
why there is a necessity for this. I  know the public 
run away sometimes with the impression that the great 
public departments ought to provide for everybody en­
gaged in the department, and for all who belong either 
directly or indirectly to it. But it is perfectly impossible 
that that can be so, looking at it from a national point of 

. view, and while I am prepared to say that the amount of 
i remuneration given to the servants of the post­

office is not too high, I  am bound to admit 
that the Postmaster - General and those who 
act under him do at all times, so far as I  am able to 
ascertain, pay the full market price for the value of the 
labour they employ in each district where they require 
servants. O f oourse we are aware that the servants of 
the Post Office are some of them in the receipt o f pen- : 
lions, through what is called the superannuation Act, hut 
even if a servant of the Post Office is on the staff it is 
well known that no pension is given until a servant has 
been in the service o f the department for ten years. 
I f  he has been there for lass than ten years 
and he is unfortunately obliged to retire from the service 
he is granted a gratuity, which is equal to one month’s 
salary for every year he has served his country. Of 
course, if  he has served for eight years, aud his salary 
has been at the rate of £6 per month, when he retires 
from the service, he receives a gratuity of £18, 
and everyone who has had auy experience of 
family life must know that there is the possi­
bility that such a sum as that may he swallowed 
up either by the doctor’s bill or by the funeral 
expenses, or by the two put together. (Hear, hear.) The 
Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund comes in under circum­
stances such as these, to give aid to the person who has 
received the pension, and to the widow and children of 
the man who may be taken away. Then again, if  a ser­
vant of the Post Office has served for more than ten 
years, he is entitled to one-sixtieth part of his in­
come for every year he has served. I  may give 
you an example: Supposing he has £120 a-year, 
and has served the Post Office for 15 yetirs, and 
is obliged to retire his pension would be £30. If he had 
served 20 years it would be £40. Now, we know a great 
many men are obliged to retire partly because of delicate 
health, frequently because o f delicate health, and it may 
be the m in has a sick wife and a large family, and that ’ 
he is called upon to look to other and extraneous aid for 
the support of those who are near and dear to him. 
There, again, the Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund 
steps in and gives assistance. Then again, 
if he dies, if  the servant dies, his pension 
dies with him, and the widow not infrequently ha* 
a very hard struggle, and then, again, the Howland Hill 
Benevolent Fund gives such aid as it is able to give 
in accordancs with the fnnds at it s disposal. I will not 
trouble you either with a long dissertation on the wants 
of the servant* or with more figures to illustrate the object 
I  have in view, but I do desire to bring home to you this 
evening that thero is another object—there is a claim upon 
ns which those of us who come here this evening ought to 
some extent, at least, to recognise. We know that the ser­
vants of the Post Office are among the most trustworthy of 
alllabourinirforthepublic good. Weknowthatthey convey 
missives which are of vital importance in commerce, that 
they convey missives which are of an affectionate and 
endearing character, and we know therefore that 
the penny postage service introduced by Sir R ow ­
land Hill, apart altogether from the good that 
has been realized by us as a mercantile nation, 
has tended to knit and hold together whole 
families, who, except for that system, would 
have been very largely divided from each other. 
W e ought, too, as it seems to ms, to show our gratitude 
to the memory of Sir Rowland HiU for tho services of 
those who act so well for ns, and I am satisfied that if we 
who are here to-night decide that, from Otis time, 
we will contribute more largely to the Rowland 
Hill Fund than we have done hitherto, we shall 
not only he showing our gTatitude to those who 
have given u* this marvellous entertainment to-night, 
hut we shall be doing a great service for the publio at 
large. W e shall also be doing something which will 
stimulate the servants o f the public, who are in the ser­
vice of the port offico to perform their duties with as 
much zeal and as much desire to benefit the general 
community at large as those in the service, (Loud 
cheers.) f o Q

The speeches being over, the civic party, with the 
principal guests, retired to the Library Committee- 
Itoom for refreshments, and were only summoned 
thence about twenty-five minutes past ten, when the 
telegraphist had announced the Prinoe's departure 
from Marlborough House. The Lord M ayor and 
Sheriffs met his Royal Highness at the porch o f Guild­
hall, and conducted him to the dais, the Lord Mayor 
having on his arm Mrs. Raikes, while the Prince con­
ducted the Lady Mayoress. Arrived on the dels the 
Lord Mayor addressed the Prince, and presented him a 
oatalogue of the exhibition. He then presented 
Sir James Whitehead and Mr. J. E. Sly, C .C ., mover 
and seconder of the entertainm ent; S irJ . W hittaker 
Ellis, the senior Alderman preaent; Mr. Baines, C.B., 
assistant-secretary General Post Office, and ohairman 
o f the com m ittee; Mr. Toombs, manager London 
D istrict; and Mr. Preece, F .R .S ., chief electrician. 
Immediately the party rose and proceeded through the 
building. The first visit was paid to the A rt Gallery, 
where the Prinoe was greatly interested in the collec­
tion o f artistic, quaint, and ignorant addresses found on 
letters. When a letter is addressed “  Ester Quins taxes, 
Ldn.”  it  require* tome skill to discover that it means 
''A ssessor, Queen’s Taxes.”  When one arrives from 
Italy with aooupie o f pears drawn on it, *' England,” 
it is only our knowledge o f thegreat advertising firm 
that leads us to identify it. Then came the pistole

and blunderbusses formerly carried by the guards of 
the coaches ; placards anuounciug rewards for mail 
robbers ; franks o f C. J. Fox, W . Pitt, and others 
of later date, all of which the Prinoe oare- 
fully examined. He also looked at the old 
accounts of one T. Randolph«, master o f the 
posts, 1566, and another Stephen Lily, 1695. 
Then at Sir Rowland Hill's portrait and his 
wonderful pamphlet which changed the old system, but 
so slowly that there was exhibited the portrait of 
the sole letter carrier in Wolverhampton in 1854. 
In  Wolverhampton of to-day there are over 100 
Post Office employée. The tent of the Post 
Offico Volunteers as used by  them in the 
Soudan detained the Prince, and eometimee he 
entered into conversation with the decorated 
sentries who were with Volunteers the first time 
they received their baptism o f fire. Returning to the 
Grèat Hall after admiring the models and pictures of 
coaches and mail stations, the Prince entered the 
Great Hall, in which was a machine he used to play 
with 40 years ago. He sent off a message to France 
by the Hughes ByBteui, and waited many minutes for 
the reply. Again he stopped at the desk whence ran 
the special wire to the City Press, and accepted a copy 
of the proofs as sent down. One other machine 
attracted his attention, and then he proceeded to 
the Council Chamber, where, after the National 
Anthem he heard a part song. A fter traversing the 
Old Chamber, he retired to the committee-room, 
where he remained for nearly half an hour in con- 
venation  with the principal guests, among whom was 
the Duke o f Teck, who arrived at the last moment. 
I t  was not until half-past eleven that the Prince left, 
expressing himself interested and delighted with the 
whole entertainment—as did all thoss privileged to be 
present, _____________  «

The Lord Mayor informed the Prince of Wales that 
messages of congratulation had been received from all 
the principal municipalities of the United Kingdom, 
and that replies had been forwarded. The tele­
grams referred to included messages from the 
Lord Provosts of Edinburgh and Glasgow, the 
Mayors of Belfast, Nottingham, Sheffield, Cambridge, 
Manchester, Reading, Hastings, Exeter, Bradford, 
Salisbury, Liverpool, Leamington, Cork, Penzance, 
Swansea, Ipswich, Cheltenham, Oxford, Dover, Chester, 
Bath, Newcaatle-on-Tyne, Brighton, Stockport,Limerick. 
Shrewsbury, Sir Albert Sassoon (Brighton), the Lord 
Provost of Dundee, the Lord Provost of Aberdeen, the 
Provost of Inverness, the Lord Provost of Perth, the 
Mayors of Cardiff, Bristol, Winchester, Birmingham, &c.

DUMNO the evening a number of more or less humorous 
messages were dispatched by the officials at Guildhall to 
Aberdeen, Penzance, and other towns with which there 
was direct connexion.

T he Prince of-Wales telegraphed an acknowledgment 
1 of a “ kind message”  to Penzance.

The following are the members of the Committee who 
carried out the arrangements: The Lord Mayor, Aider- 
man Sir J. Whitehead, Bart., F.S.A. (chairman), Alder­
man Sir W . Lawrence, Mr. Alderman Cotton, Alderman 
Sir F . W . Truscott. Mr. Alderman Savory, Mr.
Alderman Gray, Mr. Alderman Renals, Mr. '
Alderman and Sheriff Knill, Mr. Sheriff Harris,
Mr. T . H. Ellis, Mr. C. Barham, Mr. W . H.
Pannell, Mr. J. L. Sayer, Mr. H. Clarke, Mr. A. J . 
Hollington, Mr. J. Bestow, Mr. O. H. Edmonds,-J.F., 
Mr. R. W. Edwards, Mr. D. Barnett, Mr. A. B. Hudson, 
Mr. J. Tickle, Captain H. J. Alfred, Mr. J. F.
Hepburn, Mr. 'A . Purssell, Mr. R. Stapley, Mr.
F. McCarthy. Mr. E. B. I ’Anson, Mr. C. J. Cotb- 
bertsou, Mr. N. Jones, Mr. T . Wildash, Mr. T. Songster, 
Mr. J. Cloudsley, Mr, Deputy Fisher, Mr. L, M. Myers, 
Mr. W . R . Pryke, Mr. C. E. Smith, Mr. M. Wallace, Mr. 
8. Prioe, Mr. J. E. Sly, Mr. Deputy Halse, the Post­
master-General (the Right Hon. H. C. Raikes, M.P.), the 
Secretary of the Post Office (Sir S. A. Blackwood, 
K.C.B.) Post Offioa Committee of Co-operation : Mr.
F. E. Baines (chairman), Major Cardin, Mr. W . H. 
Preece, F.R.S., Colonel Raffles Thompson. Mr. K. C. 
Tombs, and Mr. W . O. Gates, Mr. S. Becklsy, and Mr.
G. A. Ait ken (hon. secretaries).

Mb . Taylob and Mr. Gibbs acted as masters of the 
ceremonies.

Bt wire from Guildhall we received last evening the 
following message “  From G. E. Wood to Editor: Mr. G. 
E. Wood, C.C., was examined on Wednesday and again 
this morning in committee of the House on the Richmond 
Lock and Weir Bill.”

All the refreshments were served from the “ Albion.”  
All the upholstery work, includin' **•- marquee outside

tva Quildbui* su aiauitbij’ t w  r Hues,

monds Bros., acting tinder the directions of the City archi­
tect.

M bssbs. Stbcdwice, of Hammersmith, furnished the 
flo ra l decorations.

T hx badge worn by the members of the committee was 
manufactured by the Abyssinian Gold Company, and is 
a replica of the penny postage stamp at preseut in use, 
enamelled on silver, and with a cross bar in red colour 
beering the words “  Penny Postage Jubilee, 1890.”

The design of the admission ticket is entirely in black 
and tint. In the centre of the top portion ia a portrait of» 
Rowland Hill, the City Arms being in the lower part of 
the card; underneath the portrait ia a facsimile of the 
penny adhesive stamp issued by the post office, bearing 
the letters V. R. in ths top cornen, with the dates 1810­
1890 on either side, and flanked right and left by the two 
hemispheres. Rays of light proceeding from the portrait 
o f Rowland Hill towards the hemispheres, bear the names 
of the chief countries of the world. The whole is sur­
rounded by an artistically engraved border, aud ha* been 
designed and printed by Messrs. Blades, East, and Blades, 
of Abchurch-lans. £,|

T H E  " C I T Y P R E S S "  E X H I B I T .
T he following, prin ted as City Press Extras, was 

distributed during the prooeediDgs to the company 
present at the G uildhall:—

Exhibitions are usually at leaat a month behind, 
and the first day Is simple chaos. There is no rule, 
however, without an exception, and the Guildhall to ­
night is a brilliant exception to the rule to which 
I have referred. The Postmaster-General and Sir 
James Whitehead are up to time aud the Exhi­
bition to celebrate the Jubilee anniversary of the 
introduction of Inland uniform penny pottage Is a 
marvellous example of postal punctuality and electric 
speed. As far as one may judge from a hasty and 
cursory survey of the entire building, everything is

ready, every machine is in working order, and every 
man at his post. Visitors are pouring in by  the 
hundred, and it is expected that within an hour or so 
over three thousand persons w ill have assembled 
beneath the roof of the G uildhalL^^Fhe first 
object which strikes the eye of the visitor as he passes 
the strong cordon of police under Superintendent 
Foster, ia a mail coach, with passengers on top and 
bags o f letters loaded up ready to start for some distant 
and on  known destination. The awning outside the 
Guildhall ia distinguished by a Royal Standard in 
company with two ensigns. A  magnificent crush* 
room has been erected, about three times as large as 
the one in use at U r. Stanley’s recaption, ana Dr. 
Crosby w ill not have to complain to-night that 
after a comfortable dinner at his club he 
has been pitchforked into a football scrimmage. 
Everything proceeds smoothly, and there is no 
crushing or crowding at the windows where the 
hats are received and deposited. The walls of the 
crush-room aro tastefully hung with tapestry and 
Indian drapery, while the floor ia covered with 
crimson carpet, and piled up with the most lovely 
of summer flowers, having a fine background of 
tropical palms, A  hundred men o f the 24th Mid lie- 
sex form a guard of hononr in the vestibule under 
Captain Ogilvie. Along the corridor leading to the 
lib ra ry  are stationed, in military order, about seventy 
postmen and messengers in uniform under Overseer 
Barnes and Inspector Howard. Beyond these and in 
the same line are a number o f telegraph boys, some o f 
them looking remarkably like girls, attired as Eliza­
bethan pages, whose duty i t  is to distribute pro­
grammes to the passers-by. Leaving the Library, 
which is the reception-room for the evening, on the 
left w e pass to the A rt Galleries, which, strangely 
enough, contain anything but piotures. There are, 
indeed, on the walls a few splendid specimens of 
mail packets, which are even better represented in 
models under glass cases. There are an electric engine, 
which works whenever a penny is dropped into the 
slot, also a model travelling post-office, with apparatus 
for receiving and despatching mail-bags, and a model of 
the Liverpool and London mail-coach. There ore 
some grim rusty old blunderbusses, such as were 
probably used to frighten our grandmothers 
or protect the pockets o f our grandfathers as they 
travelled north or eouth, while close by are notice* 
offering rewards, varying from £50 to £200, for the 
apprehension of miscreant« who had waylaid hapless 
post-boys and the benighted mails. The fac similes of 
certain letters which have passed through the Post 
Office form a curious feature. There is a specimen 
penned with an artistic border, “  Sacred to the memory 
of the fine weather, which departed from this land 
June, 1888.”  Perhaps the most interesting object in 
this department is the Arm y Post Office. The interior 
of the tent has a somewhat gloomy appearance, and 
one might almost imagine that the men inside were 
laying some deadly mine for the destruction of Arabi’s 
devoted followers, rather than about to engage in the 
innocent work of flashing home the news of W olteley't 
victory. The men dressed in canvas suits and 
white -helmets are thoee who served on the 
sande of Egypt a few years ago. The large hall is 
brilliantly lighted and in full working order, tele­
graphy at one end and Post Office business at the 
o th er .. The decorations are much the same as at the 

: Stanley reception. The Congo flags have been re­
moved, but theca remain trophies, representing 
England, America, Germany, Italy, Belgium, and 
other nations. A  large temporary gallery at the eaet 
end is draped with crimson cloth and gold fringe, and 
in the opposite gallery the band o f the Coldstream 
Guards is discoursing moat excellent music.

The Guildhall Post Office is doing a roaring trade, 
not to be equalled at St. Martin’s-le-Grand a few 
minntea before post time. There ia an extraordinary 
demand for the Jnbilee penny post-card, for which 
sixpence is charged, and which, owing to the limited 
supply, will, it ia rumoured, be worth at least five or 
ten guineas in a few years’ time. I  hope this informa. 
tion w ill not have the effect of increasing the rush, 
and causing anything like a disaster at the Guild, 
hall. A ll the telegraphic machines, whieh extend 
along two parallel lines down one-half of the Hall, 
are clicking, and messages are being flashed to distant 
parts of the world. The City Press instrument, 
through which this report is being dispatched, is the 
centre of a small crowd of interested observers. 
Lower down score« of postmen are actively engaged 
receiving, sorting, and dispatching letters to diflerent 
towns of the country, and far beyond its borders. A t 
the present moment the ohief interest centres in the 
Library, which has been transformed into a magnifi­
cent reception-room ; curiously euongh, books are 
conspicuously absent, being cloeed in by  a mass of 
crimson drapery. A ll the bay* of the two galleries are 
filled with fair forms and faces, while the body of the 
Library is crowded to euch a degree that the tempera­
ture is anything but agreeable. A t  the far end a large 
dais has been erected, with a background of flowers 
o f almost every colour and variety, red and white, 
— the Corporation colours— naturally predominat­
ing. In front of the gilded chairs stand the 
Lord M ayor— in his State robes— and the Lady 
Mayoress—in a beautiful drees of golden hue, and 
wearing a magnificent necklace of diamonds—receiving 
the guests as the names are announced by the 
masters of the ceremonies. Close by  are the Sword 
and Mace Bearers and the Sergeant-at-Arms, with 
the symbol of civic authority, M r. Alderman and 
Sheriff Knill and Mr. Sheriff Harris, in their scarlet 
robes and chains, Alderman Sir James Whitehead, 
B arb, in black velvet Court dress, with tho obain o f a 
past Lord Mayor, and Sir Stevenson Blackwood, in 
Court dress, with a mass of gold braid. Amongst the 
arrivals are Mr. Rowland Hill, the Misses Davenport 
HiU, Mr. Pearson HiU, Sir G. H. Chubb, Sir Daniel 
and Lady Lytons, the Earl of Meath, Lady W hite­
head, Lady De Kcyser, the Reoorder and the Misses 
Chambers, the Common-Serjeant and Lady Charley, 
Mr. Alderman Evans and Mrs. Evans, _

Since nine o ’clock tbs company In the reception- 
room has been gradually dwindling away, and not 
even the tnuaio of WiUoughby’s string band, and a 
superabundance of the moat brilliant diamonds and





jew els on the loveliest of drees which presents Almost 
everg variety of colour, can stop the exodus. A t last 
the Postmaster-General, the B ight Hon. Cecil Raikes 
has arrived, and the speech-making begins before a 
comparatively meagre audience, the four heralds, in 
scarlet coats blowing a preliminary blait on their 
silver trumpets. The Lord Mayor, stopping to  the 
front of the dais, starts the flood of oratory, standing 
on his right being the Postmaster-General, and on hit 
left bir James Whitehead, both ready to take their 
turn,
. „ T.ho f5>Ilo* ing  mM8*ge was sent by the Prince of 
W ales to the Emperor o f  Germany at 11.4 p.m • 

W e are celebrating the Jubilee of uniform penny 
postage at Guildhall, London, and I  send you my 
warmest greetings on the 50th anniversary o f an 
invention which has had such a marvellous influence 
for good in every country o f the world.”

The Jubilee post-cards were in great demand, and 
the stock was exhausted early in the evening 
Messages and inquiries from  viwtors to friends m 
Aberdeen, Pari«, and Berlin, are being Bent off, and 
answers promptly received. A s an illustration, our 
special sent the following te B erlin : “ I t  is raining 
b  *“ nd o f weather have yon in
B erlin ! The answer was received in one minute : 

A  o rain at a l l ; splendid weather all the day. N ow  
a little fresh outside.”  "

____________________________ _ G 2

The Editor,

“ Daily Graphic,”

Milford Lane,

Strand, W.C.

THE JUBILEE OK TUR PENNY POST: OHE OP THE SPECIALLY PREPARED POST OFFICE CARDS 
3 + 1 » , ¿ A l l  KXHIB1TED AT THE RECENT GUILDHALL CONVERSAZIONE. (¿M p*g* 1&)

As chsirman of the Penny Postage Jubilee Com* 
mittee, Alderman Sir J. Whitehead. ex-Lord Mayor, 
last night entertained about 80 members of the com­
mittee and friends at dinner at the Albion lasers, 
Aldersgate-street, The was supported by
the Bight Hon. H. 0. Kaikes^Postmaster-Geseral), 
Sir Arthur BUokwood (Seeretary of the Poet Offlce), 

-w B".***'°'B ' Mr- Alderman and Sheriff 
Stull, Mr. Sheriff Harris, Mr. Pearson Hill, Mr. 
Herbert Joyoe, Alderman Beoals, Major Cardin, 
Mr. Deputy Halse. Mr. Deputy Fisher, SiT J.Monok- 
ton, Colonel Raffles Thompson Capfain Alford, 
Mesma. B. O. Tombs, H. O. Fischer, John E, Sly, 
J . Clondetley, H. Clarke, A. J. Hollington, 
W, H. Preece, W. G. Gates, G. H Bd- 
“ ood*-t J- L. Sayer, & Wilson, A. Belcher, 

Price. R. W. Edwards. W. Wallace, 
Uwltt HU1- A Aitken, J. Tickle, 

A- B. Hudaon, T. H. Ellis, J. F. Heborn. R. SUpley, 
W. R, Prykn, Sidney Beochley, Thomas Sangster, 
Thomas Wildash. A. PnisseQ. James Bestow, P 
Singleton Knott, L. M. Myers. 0. K. Smith, Neville 
Jones, D. Burnett, 0. J. Cnthbertson. Andrew 
Mttrray, O. Barham. Ice. The loyal toasts having 
been duly honoured, the Chairman (Sir J. White- 
bf“ > Pfojwesd, “ The Post Offloe, and the Health 
of the Peetmaster-Genernl.” Withont wishing to 
*ntor.to® mo«h into controversial subjects, they all 
hoped that the difficulty which had arisen at the 
present timeTn oonaectioo with the cervine of the 
Post-office would he of only a transient character.

th a t fo r the pubiie good i t  would bo soon 
sottlod. (Cheers.) They know tha t a t the present time there was considerable fric tion between em­
ployer and employed in various phases o f commercial 

; he was of opinion in  regard to the prevailing
, eonffict la the postal departesent of this oonhtty, that 
if there was due conciliation on both sides, sad if 
than was n general recognition of the just aspira- 
tMa oa the one side, and what was due to the public 

aad to the taxpayer on the other tide— if the 
subject a t  difficulty was approached in this spirit, ho 
was quite tare that before long the oonfliot would be 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion. (Cheers.) 
They all participated in the edvaatngnsof the last 
60 Tears' develonmant of the post-office, aad were
grateful for the Unfiis which bad been coefcrred 
upon the cam inanity. Personally he looked forward 
to a universal pen ay postage. (Ohoera.)— The Poet- 
■ “ *nf̂ toneral, in reply, said that be did not went 
to chill the chairman's enthusiasm about universal 

W postage, bat there ware some people whs 
jht that their letters ought not only to be 

. Jd at cost price, bat prectioally at a 
|noo which rsprassnted no ravaaus at alL 
While admitting that the Poet Office existed for the 
benefit of the country, and that the authorities 
most he liberal in their treatment of employes bs 

not prepared to aeoept in their entirety either 
the doctrine that the public area entitled to have ita 
letters earned at a ruinous loss to -the revenue, or 
that the services of the Post OSoe employes should 
be remunerated at a price exoeodiag the value of 
their labour, aad with a view to boing made partners 
m the useesm. (Cheers.) Hs was perfectly agreed 
th a t» dealieg with ita sobordinats officers tbs De­
partment of which he happened to be for the 
moraent at the bead should practise a wire liberality, 
when they ware satisfied that they had dene whet 
was right aad just they should not be moved hr any 
cl amour or form of compulsion into doing anything 
more than what wet right and jnsk The relations 
between the authorities of the Post Office end those 
who served it had until tba present moment been 
of especial and happy unanimity. If peraon- 
u noonneoted with the service bed chosen to fled i
happy hunting-gr and within their walls, and if they 
had perverted and misguided tboee whose interest! 
the authorities always had at heart into a position"  ~ — *rw*ines « ’ '• jo  uwi •• UCSIb WW • |WW»IVII
of momentary antagonism to their superiors they 
had only this to oonsider that they trusted to the 
support of the coon try te resist sny such innovation 
and usurpation of that authority which properly be 
longed to the eonstiteted authority. First tad fore­
most amongst those who wished to improve and to 
maintain the position of the Poet Offlce servant were 
those who were charged with that responsibility to 
the Queen aad the country, with that delicate and 
diffinnlt duty of holding the balance between thi 
servant* of tbs public and tbe pubiie, who after all 
*orothe master*—  Mr. W. H. Prceoe gave “ The 
“ rd Mayor and the Corporation of London," foi 
whom Alderman Ren* It and Mr. Depn y Halse re­
sponded.— The Chairman proposed "Success sod 
ptofpority to the Kowlead Hill Benevolent Fuad." 
aad Sir A. Blackwood, in reply, said he believed the 
oalebratkre of the postal jubilee would benefit the 
fond to tbe extent of at least £10,000. (Cheers. ;—  
Mr. S. Prise gave tbe health of the Chairman, and 

afterwards separated. * r r  u i

-------- -1---------
TnF. special post-cards, which were issued to 

the guests at the Postal Jubilee celebration at 
the Mansion House, were collected there and 
then by one or two enterprising gentlemen, who 
have made a “ corner *’ in them for the purpose 
of dis -"-ing of them to collectors. Business is 
business ■ ^  ^

Two letters of thanks and congratulation were ' 
.read from the Postmaster-General in connexion 
wit A the penny postage jubilee at Guildhall. O 
the motion of Mr. Depnty H alse, seconded by : 
Mr. Sly, who took a very active part in arranging ! 
for the conversazione, the letters were ordered to 
be printed in the minutes.

THE
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• COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL.
W hen the minds of those interested in the 

rnral districts of this country are busy over the
VanonB nhksen t i f  f.ilfl f ill,«  nnWi/tn U , a

, y i. e i  ■ —  -
Court of Common Council.—Yesterday, s  

meeting of the Court of Common Council was held 
st Guildhall, the Lord Mayor presiding. The report, 
from the Local Government anil Taxation Committee, 
o f their proceedings in reference to the Central Lon­
don Hallway B ill, now before Parliament, was adopted. 
Replying to Mr. Morton, M .P ., Mr. Alderman Cotton, 
chairman o f tbe F olico  Committee, Baid be knew 
nothing of any petitions having been presented by th* 
City police  for an increase of their pay. Alderman 
Sir James Whitehead moved the adoption of the report 
of the Jubilee Fenny Fostage Committee, in which it 
was stated that on the occasion of the recent celebra­
tion the Guildhall was for three days turned into a 
huge post-office. In addition to the issue and sale of 
special post-cards, 20,508 ordinary post-cards and 
3,845 postage stamps were sold, 445 postal and money 
orders were issued, 200 new savings’ hank accounts 
were opened, and 134 deposits were made in existing 
accounts. Many letters were registered, large numbers 

• of parcels were received and despatched, some 
hundreds of telegrams were received and answered, 
and 190,000 letters were stamped and sent away, of 
which 40,000 were written in the Guildhall. The 
report was adopted, and ordered to be printed. Mr. 
Morton, M .P ., moved that tbe meetings of the Epping 
Forest Committee he open to the public except when 
otherwise ordered by tbe committee. Tbe motion was 
negatived by a large majority. The Court granted 
£262 10s. out of the C ity ’ s cash towards the funds of 
the French Hospital and Dispensary in London. a .

ADHESIVE PO ST A G E  STA M P.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE "C IT Y  PRESS."
B ix ,-

In a late iatns yoa smnoanced th»t «pseimens of Adbetivs 

Psrtige Stampa by Jsnss Okslkxbs from as far bsck «  18S4 
onwards would bs exhibited by a Post Officia officiai, a stringer 

to ma, aà tbs oomiox Oalldliall Exblbltion. Tbls, howsver, ths 

Post (Mie* antborities bave bren plsasad to forbici. The sSsct 

weuM bave bssn te dispai th* last shred of delanion as to tbs 

Adhaalvt Postags Stamp baving bean tbs inventioa of Sir 

Rowland H11L
Y oa ri raspsetfolly,

PATRICK 0HALMBRS,
Wlmbledon,

Mar i2tb, in o . é f t

im
TAGE JUBILEE.¿*>L*

öst was celebrated by a recep-
.fo ^ o T H E  PENNY

The Jubilee of the Pernfy 
tion at Guildhall, on May 10, which was attended by the 
Prince o f Wales, tbe Lord Mayor and civio dignitaries, and 
abont three thousand other guests. In the coarse of the 
evening the Postmaster-General (Mr. Raikes) mode a few 
remarks, showing the wonderful development o f the postal 
service, and expressed gratification at having been able to 
propose a uniform rate of postage to tbe Colonies.

The Lord Mayor’s guests, on this occasion, had the first 
view of an interesting exhibition illustrating the rise and 
progress o f the British postal service during three hundred 
years. The Committee, o f which Alderman Sir James White­
head was the Chairman, had the co-operation of the Post­
master-General, Sir A. Blackwood, Secretary to the Post Office, 
and several o f the principal officials o f the department. There 
was a working post and telegraph service, complete in every 
detail, showing the processes o f stamping, sorting, and prepara­
tion o f letters, the making np, receipt, and dispatch of mails, 
and telegraphs in action. The multiplex telegraph and the 
telephone were in operation in the Art Galleries, a travelling 
post office was shown at work, models o f mail-packets and 
mail-coaches were on view, and there was a display o f 
historical and other curiosities connected with the Poet Office. 
The Prince of Wales exchanged telegrams with Paris. Ten 
thousand Jnbilee post-cards were sold for the benefit o f 
the Rowland H ill Benevolent Fund, which was one o f 
the special objects o f the exhibition. To make tbe illustra­
tions of the service oomplete, a number o f four-horse mail- 
coaches, for which Messrs. Macnamara are the contractors, 
were dispatched dnring the evening from the Guildhall yard, 
with mails which had been made np in the hall. Among tbe 
literary curiosities were the first declared account of T. Ran­
dolph, Master of the Posts in 1566, signed by Lord Burgbley 
and Sir W. Mildmay ; a similar document rendered by Stephen 
Lilly, Receiver-General o f the Post Office in 1695 ; a large 
collection of English and foreign stamps ; pictures illustrating 
the old mail coaching days ; portraits o f celebrities who have 
been connected with the Post Office, among them John 
Brindley, a quaint old letter-carrier, in a tall hat, swallow 
tail, and white trousers, who was actually the only postman 
in Wolverhampton as recently as 1854 ; and the driver of 
a mail-cart, Robert Patón, as he appeared, his face covered 
with icicles, after braving the terrible storm o f March 1, 1886, 
when he left two horses on the road, and went on with a third 
horse. This brave man lost his life  in another perilous 
journey, daring the storm o f Jan. 18 in the present year, 
being found with his neck broken, nnder his overturned 
mail-cart. / ,

The exhibition remained open on Saturday and MondayTI?

H e re  a re  tw o  p ic tu r e s  : A  b r illia n t  co n v e rsa z io n e  a t  t h e  
G u ild h a ll , p a c e d  b y  R o y a lt y , w h ere  tw o  thousand guests 
in  p u rp le  an d  g o ld  w ere c e le b r a t in g  th e  P e n n y  P o s t  J u b ile e . 
T h e  o th e r  p ic tu r e , a  sce n e  o n  C le rk e n w e ll-g re e u , w h ere  o y e r  
o n e  th o u sa n d  p o stm e n  a n d  P o s t  O ffice  employés d e m a n d e d  
p u b lic ly  th a t  th e ir  w a g es  s h o u ld  b e  ra ised  t o  a  m in im u m  o f  
t i* t .^ ty -fo u r  s h illin g s  a  w eek . S ir  J a m e s  W hjteheA ^  
G u iin h a ll, in h is  b e s t  c o im n e rc ia l-t ra v o lle r  s ty le  sa id , “  
m a y  a sk  w h y  i t  is  n ecessa ry  foT u s  to  p le a d  o n  b e h a lf  o f  
R o - la n d  H ill  B e n e v o le n t  F u n d , a n d  m a y  sa y  tliAt th e  S ta t t  
sh o u ld  lo o k  a fte r  its  se rv a n ts  so  th a t  t h e y  m a y  n o t  n eed  

-p u b lic  ch a r ity . B u t  I sa y  th a t  th e  P o s tm a ste r -G e n e ra l, a n d  
t h o s e  t l ia t  w ork  w ith  h im , d o  a t  All t im e s  p a y  th e  fu ll m a rk e t  
p r ic e  fo r  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  la b o u r  t h e y  e m p lo y .”

T h a t  m a y  b e  tru e  in  a  sen se . T h e  q u e s t io n  a r ise s : W h a t  
i s  m a rk e t  p r ic e  ? I s  i t  a  fa ir  l iv in g  w a g e , o r  is  th e  w age  c u t  
d o w n  to  th e  lo w e s t  s ta rv a t io n  p o in t , o w in g  to  c o m p e t it io n  
a n d  th e  p le th o r a  o f  la b o u r  Î A  G o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r tm e n t  
w h ich  m a k es a  h u g e  p r o fit  a s th e  P o s t  O ffice  d oes , s h o u ld  
s e t  th e  e x a m p le  t o  th e  c o u n t r y  o f  p a y in g  a  fa ir 
employés, a n a  th e  co n ce s s io n  o f  th e  d e m a n d s  
m en  w o u ld  b e  a  fa r  b e tte r  c e le b ra t io n  o f  th e 
a n y  c o n v e rs a z io n e  in  th e  G u ild h a ll a n d  tl

Sr e ch e s  o f  d e p a rtm e n ta l ch ie fs  w h o  e v id e n t ly  b e lo n g  
utu&l A d m ir a t io h  S o c ie ty . J / .  '  '
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1. T h e  la te  R o b e r t  P aton , a  M a ll-d r iver , u  h e  appeared  a fte r  the terrib le  S n ow storm  o f  M atch  1, 1886. 
3. T h e  F irs t  P illa r  L e tte r -b o x , 1RM. 4. L o n d o n  P osta l D irectories , 1840-1890.
6. H uber D a le  (h e ig h t  4 f t ,  a ge  51), th o  s h ortest  m an in  th o  P osta l S ervice, 1889.
8. A  L e tte r -w om a n , w ith  B ell, 1768. 9, Jam es N obbs , th e  la st o f  th e  M all-guards, stilt In  th e  sen dee.

I t  L a m p -p ost, L e tte r -b ox , and  F ire -a larm , com bin ed .
IS. A n a ly s is  o f  th e  L o n d o n  to  E d in bu rgh  M all, b e fo re  th e  P e n n y  P ostage R eform .
U . O rig in a l B e ll, need b y  th e  B e llm en  w h o  co llected  letters  h i th e  C ity  in  1840.

2. A  M anchester P ostm a n  In officia l liv ery , b e fore  the P en n y  P ostage R eform .
5. T h e  o n ly  P ostm an  a t  X ew ca stle -on -T y n e , 1834.
7. T h e  L o rd  M a yor 's  Q uests W a tch in g  T e leg ra p h ic  O perations a t  tho G uildhall.

10. A  P oe t  O ffice o f  1790.
11. Old P oet O ffice T im ep iece , In lea th er ease. [K h artou m , J u n e  23. 1884.
14. L ast L e tte r  (In  A ra b le )  rece ived  b y  poet fro m  tho la to D on. G ordon  ; d a ted  
16. J oh n  B rind ley , the o n ly  L ette r -ca rr ie r  la  W o lverh am p ton  In 1834.
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T H E  C O L L E C T IO N  O F  H IS T O R IC A L  
E X H I B I T S  A T  T H E  G U IL D H A L L .

O f  a ll the departm ents o f  G overn m en t w ork , that 
w h ich  com e« c losest to  th e  greatest num ber o f  her 
M ejeetv ’s sub jects  is the P ost Office. D ifficu lt as It 
w ou ld  b e  to  con ce iv e  o f  th e  lim itations w h ich  su r­
rou n ded  the oo llection , transm ission, and d e liv ery  o f 
th e  m ails 50 years ago , even w ith in  the confines o f  the 
U n ited  K in g d om , h ow  im possib le  o f  realisation  the 
fa r  m ore  prim itive  m eth ods o f  a  cen tu ry and tw o  cen ­
turies ago ! W e  have on ly  to  g o  b a ck  a  litt le  m ore 
th a n  250 years to  find  n early  every  m erchant w h o

A Foreion Post-bag.

transacted busin ess b y  correspon den ce  to  a n y  ex ten t 
his ow n  postm aster, d espatch in g  and  rece iv in g  bis 
letters  b y  p r iv a te  carriers, and w hen C harles L  
attem pted  to p n t  a  atop to  th is  p ractice  b y  p roclam a­
tion , the system  o f  posts he established w as litt le  to  
the taste o f  th e  m ercantile  com m u n ity , and scarcely  
less cos t ly  than  th e  private p ost . W ith  the g rea t  mass 
o f  the com m u n ity  ;the rece iv in g  o r  sending o f  a  letter 
w as a rare, a lm ost an u n kn ow n , sensation, a n d  the 
p u b lic  new s con veyed  b y  one such  ep istle  tr ick led  lik e  
a refreshing sh ow er th rou gh  num berless rills , t ill it 
w atered  the parched m in ds o f  the rem otest neighbours 
o f  the recip ient.

I t  w as in  fa c t  exa ctly  250 years  ago  th a t the K in g ’s 
posts  m ay b e  considered to  have bsen fa ir ly  es ta ­
blished as a  settled  institu tion  o f  the cou n try , fo r  than

w ith  oth er adm in istrative  reform s, cou pled  w ith  the 
g row th  o f  rapid  transportation , has led  to  such a vast 
increase in  the w ork  th row n  upon th e  D epartm ent that 
the appliances and m ach inery  adequate fo r  the rou tine 
o f  business in 1840 w ou ld  break d ow n  a t the first 
attem pt to m ake them  subserve the necessities o f  1890. 
I t  is the ch ie f purpose o f  the exh ib ition  a t the G u ild ­
hall to  show  these m odern  appliances, and , secon d ly , to  
con trast them  w ith  th ose  in use in earlier d a y s

B efore passing to  th e  exh ibits, a  few  sta tistics w ill 
be  useful in  im pressing the im agination b oth  w ith  the 
stupendous aggregation  o f  w ork  perform ed b y  th e  P ost 
Office, and w ith  th e  rem arkable grow th  in  th e  am ount 
o f  th is  w ork  since 1840. In  1839 the num ber o f 
letters  w hieh  passed throu gh  the p ost  w as 76,000,000 
in rou n d  numbers. In  one year the num ber rose a t  a 
b ou n d  to  over 168,000,000, m ore than doubling the 
figures o f  1839. B u t these sum s are com paratively  
insignificant in  con trast w ith  the 1,558,000,000 d ea lt  
w ith  in 1889. In  a d d ition  152,000,000 new spapers and 
652,000,000 poet.ca rd s , parcels, and  b ook -p ost m atter 
w ere  sent throu gh  th e  p ost  in  1889, m ak tn gagran d  tota l 
o f  2 ,362,000,000 articles. P ostal orders orig in ated  in 
1881, and last year 178,000,000 w ere issued. T h e  Parcel 
P oet was first estab lished  in 1883, and six years la ter 
handled 39,000,000 parcels . T h e  telegraph ic m essages 
num bered in 1889 a b o u t 62,368,000, a g row th  in  the 
tw en ty  years since th e  G overnm ent acqu ired  the te le ­
graph s o f  750 p er oen t. A n d  how  im possible i t  is  to  
estim ate the benefits  con ferred  u pon  the w age-earn ing 
olaases b y  th e  P oet O ffice Savings B ank, w h ich , first 
opened  in  1881, h o ld  deposits  reach ing the im m ense 
sum  o f  £60 ,000 ,000— verita b ly  the guardian  o f  the 
savings o f  the p eop le . T hese figures w ill  h e lp  to  
con vey  some, b u t  necessarily  an inadequate, n otion  o f  
th e  com plex m ach inery  required to  transact a ll the 
branches o f  so va st a business. T h e  real w on d er is, 
n o t  th a t the P ost O ffice D epartm ent shou ld  m ake any 

Id offer su ch  s ligh t occasion

th e  G reat H a ll has been erected  a cou n terfe it  
presentm ent o f  the P oet Offioe o f  100 years ago , w ith  
its  in qu iry  w in d ow  and a  hanging sign , bear in g  the 
R o y a l A rm s, suspen ded  above. T ne sign Is a  gen u ine 
re lic. G enuine, to o , is  a n otice  b oard  to  prevent 
lo iter in g  before  the Poet Office. “  E very  h a w k er,"  
i t  reads, “  n ew sven dor, Idle, o r  d isorder ly  person w h o 
sh a ll lo iter  on  the pavem ent oppoaite the G enera l P ost 
O ffice, o r  in a n y  pa rt  thereof, w ill be liab le  t o  a p en a lty  
o f  five pou n ds."

O ther genuine and  interesting announcem ents, fu r­
n ished b y  the arch ives o f  the P ost O ffice, are p c  tod 
u p  in  the fron t  o f  th is  ancient structure. H ere  is  an 
*' A cco u n t  o f  th e  D ays and H onrs that the P ost  sets 
ou t  from  the P o s t  O m oe in  O x fo rd ,"  from  w h ich  w e 
learn that the m ail coach  le ft  fo r  B ath , B risto l, and 
“  a ll parts o f  the W e s t "  three  days in  th e  w eek  "  at 
t w o  o ’ c lock  a t  n oon  ; ”  to  L on don  every  d a y  ex cep t  
S aturday , and  oam e in from  L on d on  every  d a y  e x o .p t  
M on day . One p ost  a  day , and that on five d a y s  in 
th e  week on ly , b etw een  L ondon  and O x ford  I T h is  
n otice , though i t  bears no d a te , w as earlier than  the

m istakes, but th a t  it  should 
to  pu b lic  and p riva te  criticism . 

In  t" . . . .

a suggestion o f  th s  nature o f  the w ork w h ich  has to  be 
done : *' T h e  letters w hen posted are o f  course foun d  
all m ixed together, and bearing addresses o f  every  
k in d . T h ey  are first arranged w ith  the postage-stam ps 
all in  one d irection , then th ey  are stam ped (the 
labels, that is  the postage stam p, being
defaced in the process), and thereafter the
letters are ready to  be sorted. T h ey  are con veyed  to  
■ortiog fram es (or tables) w hare a first d iv ia ieu  is 
carried  ou t, the letters  being d iv id ed  Into abou t tw en ty

as now  used b y  th e  P ost Office. F irs t com es a d ou b le ­
shed porcela in  screw  insulator, w h ich  is fixed  b y  
screw ing to  the b o lt  an indiarubber w asher that serves 
as a cu shion  betw een  the insulator a n d  the shoulder o f 
the bolt. O th er exam ples include a single shed p orce ­
lain in su lator used fo r  un im portant a n d  short w ires, a 
post-office term inal, and several earthenw are insulators. 
A rranged behind  these poles is  the Oily Prtt*  w ire. 
T he instrum ent is a  d irect-w ritin g  M orse inker. Its  
advantage over th e  M orse “ e m b o sse r ”  lies in  the

Tra villino Post office, with Wat Sidi Collection and Delivery.

the establishm ent w as p laced  In th e  hands o f  P h ilip  
B urlam aohy, to  he exercised  under the a u th or ity  o f  
the C hief S ecretary  o f  S ta te , though  “  C h ie f Post­
m aster o f  E n glan d  "  is the term  bestow ed  b y  C am den 
o r  one Thornes R an d olp h , in the days o f  E lizabeth . 
In  these ea rly  days, and  n p  t il l  aa late as 1784, the 
m ails appear to  have be«n  carried  en tire ly  b y  
m o u n te d  cou riers, or  p ost-b oys , furnished w ith  relays 
o f  horses. In  this la tter year, how ever, the coach  was 
first utilized  b y  the P ost O ffice, the id e s  h a v in g  been 
suggested , i t  stem s, b y  the custom  o f  tradesm en toeend 
letters  b y  these oonveysuoee , fo r  the sake o f  th e  greater 
speed and sa fety  thus ensured. T h s  p ost-b oy  had 
fa llen in to  condign  d isgrace  w ith  the p u b lic , and M r. 
J oh n  P a lm er, w h o m ade th e  suggestion  o f  th e  change, 
ch aracterized  the post as then  carried  on  as “  a b o u t  
the ( lo w e s t  con veyan ce  In th e  cou n try  I”  T h ere  is a 
singular para llel betw een  the experien ces o f  M r. 
Pafiner a n d  o f  S ir R ow la n d  som e fifty  years later. 
Both p rop osed  to  th e  departm en t radloal re form s ; 
each encountered  the h ostility  o f  the establishm ent, 
end g a in e d  the ear o f  the p u b lic , and each w as a fter­
w ards a p p o in ted  to  inaugurate and  ca rry  ou t  the 
reform s p rop osed  and u rged  b y  him . S ix ty  years ago , 
¡flal&30, the first m ails w ere  con veyed  b y  ra ilw ay. 

F rom  con d ition s  lik e  these to  th ose  o f  t o - i 'a y ,  w h at 
a leap I I t  is statin g a  truism , b u t one w h . ch , a fter 
a ll, few  rea lise , to  say  th a t  n oth in g  so p la in ly  in d i­
cates ou r  com m ercia l and  intellectual p rogram  as the 
developm ent o f  our posta l fa cilit ies , a n d  a t  th e  sam e 
tim e, n oth in g  has had s o  g reat aa  i n t i u r un our 
m aterial progress as th a t particu lar lin e  o f  d e v e lo p ­
m ent. O f cou rse . Increasing facilities  o f  transporta­
tion , b o th  b y  land and w a ter , havs gon e hand-in -h an d 
w ith  th is  developm ent, a n d  the tota l progress is  the sum 
o f m any un its  and infivenosa, b u t  w s  m ig h t have had 
the steam  b oat a n d  th e  ra ilw a y  srith out th e  m odern  

_ * * o h ln « r y  o f  th e  p o s t  O S o e ; and w h at w s  venture to  
say is , {h a t  the enorm ous econom ical s tr id e  o f  th s  last 
fifty  years is due m ors  to  the cheapen ing and  ra p id ity  
o f  com m unication  b y  post, telegraph , and  te lep h on e 
than b y  any other sin gle agency.

) -d a y , scarcely  a  hou sehold  Is so p o o r  and  fr ien d , 
lese and insignificant aa never to  reoeive a  G overnm ent 
m essenger, hearing to  its  vary  d oor  som e w eloom e 
message from  friend  o r  relative a t h om e o r  abroad. 
T he postm an ’ s kn ock  is in  a vary  real a n d  traa ssnas

days o f  p re -p a y in g  stam ps, fo r  i t  con ta ins the in form a­
tion  that w h en  any letters are p a t  in to  th e  offioe 
m arked  “ p r e - p a id / t m t  the m on ey n e t  h an ded  in  at 
th e  sam e tim e th ey  w ill n ot b e  aont. I t  is supposed to 
d a te  from  a b o u t 1790. A  co p y  o f  th e  p r in te d ’1 N otice  
o f  S pecial Instructions to  a ll L etter  R eceivers , 
being th e  announcem ent o f  th e  reduction  o f  postage, 
and bearing d a te  January 2 n d , 1840, is alao show n, aa 
w ell as a  procla m ation  o f  an aw ard  o f  £1 ,000  fo r  the 
d iscovery  o f  the person w h o  sto le  certa in  bank-notes 
from  the Ip ew ich  m ail on its  w a y  from  L on d on  on ths 
n ig h t o f  S eptem ber 11th , the yea r n ot b e in g  g iven . 

C on trasted  w ith  th is  early  and  p rim itive  p oet office 
is show n b y  Us side  th e  arrangem ent o f  a  cou n ter in 
a m odern p oet offioe, w ith  w h ich  we are all eo  fa m ilia r ; 
the h igh  braes railing surm ounted w ith  th e  signs 
w h ich  te s t ify  to  th e  m ultifarious functions o f  th e  d e ­
partm ent to -d a y , the M P arcel P o s t ,”  th e  
ance and A n n u ity  ”  departm en t, the M o n e y  O rder, 
Foetal O rder, and  Savings’ B an k , R eg iste red  L etter«, 
In land  R even u e  S tam ps a n d  L ioenoee, and T elegram s. 
In  the G reat H a ll, to o , are o th er  exh ib its  o f  now  obso­
le te  appliances, such as a  singularly uncouth lookin^  
cum bersom e P illa r  B ox  o f  the date o f  1855, b u t  the 
d isp lay here la ch iefly  o f  apparatus n o w  in  actua l use. 
T he prooess o f  sortin g letters  a t  large receiv in g  offices, 
so  d e ft ly  and  nn iek lv  nerform ed  b y  trained hands. Is 
on e o f  th e

[ q u ick ly  p erform ed  b y  trained hands, is 
ch iefeet o f  m yster ies  to  the un in form ed. 

M uoh lig h t  w ill be ga in ed , esp ec ia lly  aa to  the a p p li­
ance! fo r  fa cilita tin g  that o p era tion , b y  an  in telligent 
stu dy o f  a  g rou p  o f  exh lbita  a t the w eet end  o f  the 

fo r  exam ple, is a  large stand 
ed a t ten p rin c ip a l di 

offices in  th e  Londi 
ite the appllani " 

t te ly  lai

sortin g  offices 
exhibit!

stu dy o f  a  g rou p  
L arge H a ll. H< ,
Illu stratin g th e  w ork  peril 
triot and 160 su b -d iitr io t  •
a re a ; and another s t a n d ------------- —
parcel s o rt in g , large basket«, a p propria te ly  labelled , 
standing u pon  a three-tier fram e w ork . P a ck e t  and 
new spaper sortin g require« a still d ifferent form  of 
con struction , the basket« .b e in g  arranged in lo n g  
row s and tiers , each  labelled , and each  P i t t e d  a t  the 
low er b a ck  ed ge so th a t it  m ay  be t ip p sd  b a c k  and Its 
oontents d ischarged  w ith ou t rem oval from  th e  rack. 
In  fa ct , a ll  th e  appliances for  cancelling  stam ps, sort­
ing  every  species  o f  m atter w h ich  passes throu gh  the 
poet, m odern  p illa r-boxes o f  the Im proved  sty le  now  In 
use, are sh ow n  here and form  an o b je c t  lesson  to  tne 
un in itia ted  o f  the w h ole  process o f  reos iv in g  and dls-
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lots , representing roads or 
a few  large tow ns. T h en  at

__w d iv ision s, and
d ivision a  th s  final

sortation  takes p lace , t o  aocord  w ith  the bags in  w hich 
the letters  w ill b e  enclosed w h en  the p rop er hour o f  
despatch arrives. T h is  seems very  sim ple, does it  n o t?  
B u t before  a sorter is com petent to  d o  this w ork , he 
m ust learn 1 circu la tion ,1 w h ich  is  the techn ical name 
for  this system  under w h ich  correspondence flow s to  Its 
destination , as the b lood  courses throu gh  the b o d y  b y  
neans o f the arteries and vein s.”

ca ted  b y  the m ovem ents o f  one o r  b o th  needles. A n  
alarm  bell was orig in ally  used for  ca llin g  attention , 
b u t  it  was a fterw ards found th a t th e  41 c lick  ”  
o f  the needles a cted  sufficiently w e ll, and the 
alarm bell w as abandoned. In  the case o f  H igh  ton ’s 
single needle instrum ent, show n here, the letters  are 
indicated  b y  the m ovem ent o f  th e  n eed le  from  side to  
side. C ertain letters  are form ed b y  one o r  m ore m ove­
ments o f the needle to  either side, o th er  letters  re ­
quiring com bin ations o f  m ovem ents to  b oth  sides. 
T w o  tapper 44 k e y s  ”  are used to  transm it the signals. 
A  D ering’s s in gle needle telegraph as used b y  the

greater leg ib ility  o f the signals, w h ich  can b e  
read in  any light, and  it  a t the sam e 
time requires m uch less p o w e r  to  w ork  i t .  
I b is  form  o f  instrum ent, w h ich  is  fitted  w ith  a 
signalling k e y  and ga lvanom eter, is gen era lly  used on  
lima o f  m oderate  length , w h ere  the d ire ct  cu rren t is 
su fld en t fo r  a ll purposes. P assing u p  the righ t-h an d  
sld« o f  th e  h a ll, a curious exam ple  o f  th e  w ood p eok er ’s 
determ ination and p ow er  is  show n. T his p ole  w as 
rem oved from lS h ipton -on -S tou r last autum n. I t  nad

E lectric and International C om pany, form s the ad ­
jo in in g  ex h ib it . T his instrum ent differs from  the 
H igh ton  and  the C ook e and W heatstone instrum ent, in ­
asmuch as th e  m ovem ent o f  the needle is effected by  
m eans o f  an electro-m agnet instead o f  a co il. A  B right’ s 
b ell te legrap h ,as  used by the B ritish and Irish  M agnetic 
T elegraph C om pan y, is exh ibited . I t  is  w orked  w ith a 
relay. T he single-needle a lph abet ¡8 p rodu ced  in  this 
case b y  s tr ik in g  tw o  bells o f  d ifferen t tones, the 
ham mers b e in g  actuated  b y  electro-m agnets, each 
w orked  b y  a  r e la y  and local battery- T h e  relay co n ­
sists o f  tw o  electro-m agnetic bobbins p laced  side b y  
^ d e , their en d s  being furnished w ith  pole pieces 
turned in w ards . O ther instrum ents show n in this 
d ivision  include H enley ’s m agneto-e lectricsin gleneed le , 
C ooke and W h ea tston e ’s A B C  telegraph  receiver, 
several C ook e  and W heatstone 's  A B C  transm itters, 
Siem ens’ A B C  transm itter, 1858, a  M orse em ­
bosser, and W heatstone ’s autom atic telegraph 
transm itter. In  this last a pparatus, the trans­
m ission o f  th e  electrical cu rren t is regulated  b y  
the action  o f  three vertical rods, w h ich  are caused to  
m ove up  and  d ow n  b y  the rotation  o f  a  w h ee l w orked  
b y  f^ana. A  s lip  o f  paper punched  w ith  holes corre ­
spon din g to  th e  signals to  be transm itted  passes over 
the upper end  o f  th e  rod  and th rou gh  it  th e  ends o f  the 
rods can pass. N ear this exh ib it  a re tw o  o ld  form s o f  
W heatstone 's  autom atic telegraph receiver and also a  
telegraphic puncher.

C oin ing n o w  to  the m odern apparatus at w ork , there 
is seen oppoeite  t o  the entrance a pneu m atic tube as 
used for  sen d in g  messages from  a cou nter In the post 
office to  an instrum ent or  to  another room  w here the 
rooms are situated  apart from  each  o th er. T h e  m es­
sages in b u lk  are forced  through the braes tube b y  a ir 
pow er, and are received in the cage as show n.

N ear a t  hand is a m odel teleph one exchange, w ith  a 
handsom ely-fitted  G ow er-B ell lou d  speak ing telephone. 
T h e  n ex t stand  contains an ex h ib it  illustrating the 
w ork ing and  mechanism  o f  P reece ’s ra ilw ay B lock 
system . D iagram s o f  the d ow n  and  u p  signals are 
show n on  th e  operator ’s  instrum ent. T w o  levers are 
p rov ided  to  turn 44 off,”  and sw itches are p laced  in 
fron t to  44 op en  ”  or  *' close ”  the line. In  the same 
annexe are show n the m u ltip lex  system  o f  trans­

‘  s ix  messages over one w ire  a t  the same tim e 
ing to  B irm ingham , and th e  H ughes ' ty p e ­
telegraph . The H ughes’ m ach ine is m ainly 

cal, the electrical a ction  b e in g  confined to 
sending a  sin gle short pulsation o f  cu rrent a t the 
Instant th e  ty p e  w heel is in  th e  p rop er  position . 
O nly one w a v e  o f  current Is needed  to  produce 
a  le tter . T h e  transm itter and rece iv er are com bin ed  
in  one apparatus. The signals a re  d ispatched  b y  
w ork in g k eys  sim ilar in appearance to  those o f  a piano. 
T h is  instrum ent Is extensively  used fo r  continenta l 
messages, fo r  w h ich  It is espec ia lly  su itable. S evera l 
form s o f  a cou sd o  or  41 so u n d e r ”  telegraphs are 
shown. T h ese  m achines are w id e ly  used, and over 
long d istances. A  special exh ib it  is m ade o f  the 
W h eatston e autom atic system , so la rge ly  used for  
press telegram s. T he messages h a ve  first to  be  p re ­
pared on  a  slip  o f  paper. T h is  takes th e  form  o f 
perforating the M orse characters a lon g  the slip . T h e  
■lip is  n e x t  passed on to  the transm itter, and the 
message is received  a t the d istant station  In the 
ord inary d o ts  and dashes o f  the M orse cod e . E norm ous 
speed m ay b e  obtained w ith  th is  instrum ent ranging 
from  100 to  400 per m inute in th e  hands o f  the P ost 
Office, and a  speed o f  over 600 w ord s  p er m inute has 
been ob ta in ed  betw een  L ondon  and  B ristol. T o  illu s­
trate the con nexion  o f  the Proas w ith  the telegraph, 
m apparatus is arranged sh ow in g  a  com plete  new s 
dreuit. I t  consists o f  a transm ittin g instrum ent and 

three receivers, representing offioea, say , in  L ondon  
(sending o ffice ), N ew castle , E d in bu rgh , and G lasgow  
(rece iv in g  offices). A  practica l exp osition  o f  th is 
system  is a lso  intended. A lo n g  the farthest stand  are 
p laced cases contain ing specim en s o f d ifferent 
subm arine cables. T h e  m ost in teresting is  the 
p iece  o f  the first cab le  la id  betw een D over 
and C alais in 1850. T h e  gu tta  - perch a  w as 
n o t  p rotected . I t  w as sunk  by  means o f  lead 
w eights attached  at in tervals throu ghou t Its length . 
T h e  oable  w ork ed  for one d a y  o n ly , and  the specim en 
show n w as ptoked up in  1875. A  p ortion  is a lso show n 
o f  th e  first sheathed subm arine oable la id  betw een  
D over and  Calais the year a fter  the layin g o f  the 
before-m ention ed  failure. O th er specim ens in clu d e  
p ortion s  o f  the seven-w ire Ir ish  ca b le , and o f  the first 
cab le  to  H ollan d . In  con n exion  w ith  the cab les is 
show n a  p iece  o f  rock  rem oved  from  a cab le  o ff P o rt­
land. T n e  groove  show s the ou tlin e  o f  th e  sheath ing 
o f the ca b le , and has p rob a b ly  been  out in to  the r o ;k  
by  th e  con tinu ed  fr ic t ion  o f  th e  oable. P ortion s  o f 
a r la l w ires fused b y  ligh tn in g  are a lso show n, together 
w ith  th e  o ld  and new  m eth ods o f  m ak in g jo in ts  in  the 
air lines. T h e  E xch an ge T elegrap h  C om pan y show  
one o f  th eir recently -inven ted  co lum n p rinting te le ­
graph , w ith  transm itter and receiver in op eration . 
P rob a b ly  outside te legraphy s tr ic tly  sneaking, b u t  in ­
c lu d ed  in  the hall, is a m od el e lectric  locom otiv e , lent 
b y  th e  N o rth  London R a ilw a y  C om pany.

I f  w e  w ere to  n otice  th e  exh ib its  in  the order su b ­
stan tia lly  as visitors are d irected  to  progress throu gh  
the several apartm ents, w e  shou ld  b e  lea  first to  the 
A r t  G alleries. H ere  th e  w alls  are .covered  w ith  
engravings, photographs, a n d  paintings, ch ie fly  Ulus-

obta ined . In  oonn exion  w ith  the p ictu red  c____________
should n ot over look  a m odel, enclosed in  a  glass oase, 
o f  the L iverpoo l and London m ail-coach , a  m odel 
o f  the Indian  p ost-cart (w h y  44o a r t ? ” ) ,  from  the c o l­
lection  o f  the South  K en sington  M useum . A special 
in terest m ay be said  to  attach to  a  pa in tin g  (374), re . 
p resenting the last o f  the four-horse R o y a l M ail- 
coaches leaving N ew castle -on -T yne fo r  E dinburgh , 
J u lv  5 th , 1847. T h e  coach  bears the U n ion  J a ck , but 
a t  ha lf-m ast, thus path etica lly  announcing its  ow n 
dea th  before  th e  s tead y  advance o f  th e  iron-horse, 
w h ich , a ccord in g  to  M r, R usk in , has rob b ed  rural 
E ngland  o f  the greater part o f  its  charm .

A m on gst the p ictures is  a  sm all p a in tin g  (N o . 70), 
o n  th e  waU near the e x it  to  the L ibrary , w h ich  w ill 
a ttra ct n o  little  attention . I t  is a  p ortra it  o f  the last 
o f  th e  m ail gu ards, M r. Jam es N obbs , w h o  Is still re .

Analysis of the London to Edinburgh Mail, 
2nd March, 1838.

tained in the service o f the P ost Office. P ossib ly  his 
w h ip-h an d has parted  w ith  som e o f  its  strength , if 
n o t  its  cu nning , or  his shou ld  be  the p ost  o f  responsi­
b ility  on  th e  b o x  o f  th e  R o y a l M ail four-h orse parcellifcy o 

ach,coach , w h ich , in  m em ory o f  o ld  d a ys , starts n ightly  
(for  a b rie f tim e on ly ), a t  nine o ’clook , from  G u ild h a ll- 
yard  for B righ ton , carrying parcels m ail m ade up  in 
the GuildhsdL

T h e  glass cases lin ing the A r t  G a llery  con ta in  a great 
va rie ty  o f  ana  in  con nexion  w ith  th e  h istory  o f  the 
P ost  Offioe, far too  num erous fo r  special m ention , but 
a ll deserving the attention  o f  visitors. T h e  postage 
stam p co lle cto r  m ay here revel in th e  contem plation  o f  
m an y a  cov eted  addition  to  h is  s to ck , < “
con ta in ing n o  l e a  than 8 ,000  stam ps.

Lamp-pc sr, Fire Alarm, and Post box 
Combined.

A  fu ll co llection  o f  E nglish adhesive stamps, from  
1840 to  1890, is show n in Case 1, and in  oon n en on  w ith  
the system  o f prepaying letters w ith  the adhesive 
■tamp is show n the fam ous M alread y  envelope o f  
1810, w ith  an assortm ent o f  th e  oarfeatures w hich 
th is  orn ate  affair called  fo rth  from  the light- 
m inded hum orist« o f  a caricature-lov in g people. In  
other oases are collections o f  b oth  fore ign  and English 
stam ps, specim ens o f 44 F ranks,”  and dated  stam ps used 
in con nection  w ith  them , prin ted  notices issued b y  the 
Poet Offioe ; one, am ongst the earliest, I * * *
ence to  un delivered  letter«, d irectin g  
tim e they shall be reta ined , depend ing upon i 
they be  refused, o r  the person to  whom  sent be dead 
o r 41 gon e aw ay, n o t  know n w h ere ,”  w hether ** not to  
be foun d, o r  ,4n ot called  fo r ."  T h e  P oet Offioe, too ,

ee issued oy  ine 
, being in refer - 
; the length o f  
K upon w hether

C i t o
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A  Foreign Post-bao.

A ttem pted to  p o t  a  atop  to  this p ra ctice  b y  p rocla m a- 
t jon , tb s  system  o f  post* he estab lished  w as little  to  
th e  taate o f  th e  m ercantile  com m u n ity , a n d  aoaroely 
leaa costly  than  th e  p riva te  poat. W ith  th e  great mass 
at the oom m u n ity  ’ the rece iv in g  o r  sen d in g  o f  a letter 
w a s  a  rare, a lm ost an u n know n , sensation , and  the 
p u b lic  new s oon v eyed  b y  one each  ep istle  tr iok led  lik e  
a  refresh ing sh ow er th rou gh  num berless r ills , t il l  it  
w atered  the pa rch ed  m inds o f  the rem otest neighbours 
o f  the recip ient.

I t  w as in fe e t  e x a c t ly  250 years  ago  th a t the K l

Kts  m ay  b e  con sidered  to  h a re  been fa ir ly  estL _______________
b ed  as a  se tt led  Institution  o f  the cou n try , fo r  th en  n otioe , thougl

P oe t  w ss  first estab lished  In 1883. and t ix  y e a n  later 
h an d led  39,000,000 parcels . T h e  te legra p h io  messages 
n u m b ered  in  1889 abou t 02,368 ,000 , a  g ro w th  Id the 
tw e n ty  year*  sin ce  the G overn m en t a cq u ired  th e  tala- 
g ra p h s  o f  700 p er oent. A n d  h ow  Im possib le  It la to  
s tim a te  the benefits con ferred  upon th e  w age-earn ing 
lasses b y  the P ost O ffio t S av in gs B an k , w b loh , first 

op en ed  in  1881, h o ld  d ep osits  reaohlng th e  Immense 
sum  o f  £60 ,000 ,000— ve r ita b ly  the gu ard ian  o f  the 
sav in gs  o f  the peop le. T h ese  figures w i l l  h elp  to  
co n v e y  som e, b u t  ueoesaarily an  Inadequate, n otion  o f  
th e  com p lex  m ach in ery  requ ired  to  tra n sact a ll the 
branch es o f  so  vast a  business. T h e  rea l w on d er la, 
n o t  th a t the P oat O ffice D ep a rtm en t sh on ld  m ake an y 
m istak es, b a t  th a t  it  sh ou ld  o ffer su ch  a light occasion  
to  p u b lic  and  p r iv a ts  cr iticism .

In  th e  G rea t  H a ll has been  erected  a  cou n terfe it

{re se n tm e n t  o f  th e  P ost  O ffioe o f  100 yea rs  ago , w ith  
is  in q u iry  w in d ow  and a  hanging s ign , bearing the 

R o v a l  A rm s, suspended  a b ov e . T h e  s ign  is  a  genuine 
re lic . G en u in e, toe , is  a n o tice  b oard  to  prevent 
lo ite r in g  b e fo re  th e  P ost  Offioe. “  E v e ry  h a w k er.”  so 
i t  read s, '* n ew sven dor, id le , o r  d isord er ly  person  w h o 
■hall lo ite r  on  the pavem ent opp osite  th e  G en era l Poat 
O ffioe, o r  in  a n y  p a rt th ereo f, w ill  b e  lia b le  t o  a pena lty  
o f  five  po u n d s .”

O th er  gen u in e and  inters* tin g  annou ncem ents, fu r­
n ish ed  b y  the arch ives  o f  the Host O ffice, e re  posted 
u p  In th e  fron t o f  this ancient stru ctu re . H ere  is an 
"  A c c o u n t  o f  th e  D ev s  and H ou rs  th a t  th e  P ost sets 
o u t  fro m  the P ost  O ffice in  O x fo rd ,”  fro m  w h ich  w e 
learn  th a t  the m ail coa ch  le ft  fo r  B a th , B risto l, and 
“ a ll p a rts  o f  the W e s t ”  th ree  d ays  in  th e  w eek  “ a t 
t w o  o 'c lo ck  a t  n o o n ; ”  to  L on d on  e v e ry  d a y  excep t 
S a tu rd a y , a n d  oam e in  from  L on d on  e v e ry  d a y  exoept 
M o n d a y . O ne post a  d a y , a n d  th a t o n  five  days In 
th e  w e e k  on ly , b etw een  L on d on  and  O x fo rd  I T h is  

;n i t  bears no d a te , w as e a r lie r  than the

Travelling Post otfice, with Wat Side Collection and Delivery.

the establishm ent i 
B urlam ach y, t o  be  
th e  C hief S ecreta ry  o f State, th ou gh  
VWastAlV E n g la n d  "  +b» baatnms

i p lacsd in  th e  hands o f  P h ilip  
exercised  un der tiie  a u th or ity  o f  

_  1 C h ie f Post*
_____  _____w____ 1 is the term  b estow ed  b y  C am den

on on e T hom as R an d olp h , in the d a ys  o f  E lizabeth . 
I n  these e a r ly  d a y s , and up t ill as la te  as 1784, the 
m ails appear t o  have been ca rr ied  en tire ly  b y  
m ou n ted  cou riers, o r  post-boys, furn ished  w ith  relays 
o f  horses. I n  th is  la tter year, h ow ever, the coa ch  was 
first utilized  b y  th e  P ost Office, th e  id ea  h avin g  been 
suggested, i t  s tem s, b y  the custom  o f  tradesm en  to  send 
letters  b y  th ese  con veyan ces, for th e  sake o f  th e  greater 
speed and sa fe ty  thus ensured. T h e  p o st -b o y  had 
fa llen  in to  con d ig n  disgrace w ith  the p u b lic , and M r. 
J o h n  P a lm er, w h o  m ade the suggestion  o f  the change, 
characterized th e  post as then ca rr ied  on  a t  "  a b o u t  
the s low est con v ey a n ce  in the cou n try  I”  T h ere  is a 
singular p a ra lle l betw een the exper ien ces  o f  M r. 
Palm er and o f  S ir  R ow land som e fifty  y e a n  later. 
B oth  p rop osed  to  th e  departm ent rad ica l reform s ; 
each  en cou n tered  the hostility o f  th e  establishm ent, 
»n d  ga ined  th e  e a r  o f  the public, a n d  each  w as a fter­
wards a p p o in ted  to  inaugurate and  ca rry  ou t  the

. the first m ails  w ere con veyed  
>m con d ition s  lik e  these '

reform s p rop osed  and  urged b y  him . S ix ty  years ago.
* ' “ ‘ "  . 1 by rail

__________ _ ____ „ „  thnan
a leap t I t  Is s ta tin g  a truism , ___ ____________________
*11, few  rea lize, t o  say  that n oth in g  so  p la in ly  in d i­
cate* ou r com m ercia l and inte llectu al program  aa the

■ m e  
on  our

conveyed by railway, 
to those of to-i'ay, what 
em, but one wh en, after

developm ent o f  o a r  postal fa cilit ies , and  a t °m e 
tim e, noth in g haa had so g reat an in flu en t»  .  
m aterial p r o g r e a  as that particu lar Jibe o i  deve lop , 

.m e n 6. O f cou rse , increasing facilities o f  transporta ­
tion , both  b y  land  and  w ater, have g on e  hand-in -h an d  
w ith  this deve lop m en t, and the tota l progress is  the sum 
o f  m any unite and  influences, b u t  w e  o u g h t  have had 
the steam b o a t  a n d  the ra ilw ay w ith o u t  th e  m od em  

. m ach inery  o f  th e  P oet O ffice ; a n d  w h a t  w e  ven tu re  to  
say is, that the enorm ou s econ om ica l s tr id e  o f  th e  last 
fifty  years is due m ore  to  the ch eapen in g  a n d  ra p id ity  
o f  com m on ica tion  b y  post, te legraph , and  te leph one
than b y  an y oth er 

o -a a y , scarcelyT o  
less and

by post, tel eg 
■ ingle agency, 
r a Household ii >r a n d  M e n d ­

icant aa never to  reoefve  a  G overn m en t 
_  . „  t o  its very  d o o r  som e w elcom e

message from  fr ien d  o r  relative a t  h om e o r  abroad . 
T h e  postm an 's  k n o ck  b  in  a v ery  rea l and  true sense

d a ys  o f  p re -p a y in g  stam ps, fo r  i t  con ta in s  th e  in form a­
t ion  th a t  w h en  any le tters  are  p a t  in to  th e  offioe 
m ark ed  " p r e -p a id ,  b u t  the m on ey  n o t  h a n d ed  in  at 
th e  sam e tame th ey  w ill n ot b o  sent. I t  is  su pposed  to 
d a te  fro m  a b o u t 1790. A  c o p y  o f  the p r in te d “  N otice  
o f  S pec ia l In stru ction s  to  a ll L e tte r  R ece iv ers ,”  
b e in g  th e  annou ncem ent o f  th e  redu ction  o f  postage, 
and  h e a rin g  d a te  Jan uary 2 n d , 1840, is  a lso  show n, M  
w e ll  as a  p rocla m ation  o f  an aw ard  o f  £ 1 ,0 0 0  fo r  the 
d is c o v e ry  o f  the person w h o  s to le  certa in  bank-notes 
fro m  th e  Ip sw ich  m ail on its  w a y  from  L on d on  on the 
n ig h t  o f  S eptem b er 11th , the y e a r  n o t  b e in g  given .

C on tra sted  w ith  th is  ea rly  and  p rim itive  p oet office 
b  sh ow n  b y  its  side th e  arrangem ent o f  a cou nter ia  
a m od ern  p ost  offioe, w i t h  w h ich  w e are a ll so  fa m ilia r ; 
the h igh  braes railing surm ounted  w ith  th e  signs 
w h ich  te s t ify  to  the m n ltifs r ion s  fu n ction s  o f  th s  d e ­
p a rtm en t to -d ay , the “  P a rce l P e s t ,"  th e  “  Insur­
a n ce  and A n n u ity  ”  d ep artm en t, the M o n e y  O rder, 
P osta l O rder, and Saving*' B a n k , R eg is te re d  L etters, 
In la n d  R ev en u e  S tam ps and L icen ces, and  T elegram s. 
I n  th e  G rea t  H a ll, too , are oth er exh ib its  o f  n ow  obso­
le te  appliances, such aa a sin gu larly  unoouth  lo o k in g  and 
cu m bersom e P illa r B ox  o f  th e  date o f  1855, but the 
d isp la y  here b  ch iefly  o f  apparatus n ow  in  actua l use. 
T h e  prooees o f  sortin g  letters  a t  U rge re ce iv in g  offices, 
so  d e ft ly  and q u ick ly  p erfo rm ed  b y  tra in ed  hands, is 
o n e  o f  th e  ch ie fest o f  m yster ies  to  the un in form ed. 
M n ch  lig h t  w ill be ga in ed , e sp e c ia lly  as to  th e  a p p li­
ances fo r  fa cilita tin g  that op e ra tio n , b y  an  in telligent 
■tudy o f  a g ro u p  o f  exh ib its  a t th e  w e s t  en d  o f  the 
L a rge  H a ll. H ere , fo r  exam ple , b  a  la rg e  stand 
i llu stra tin g  the w ork  perform ed  a t ten  p r in c ip a l d is ­
t r ic t  and  100 s o b -d is tr ic t  sortin g  offices in th e  London 
area ; and  an oth er stand  exh ib its  the app liances for 
pa rce l so rt in g , U rg e  baskets, ap p rop ria te ly  labelled , 
s tan d in g  u pon  a three-tier fram e w ork . P a ck e t  and 
n ew spaper sortin g  requires a s till d ifferen t form  o f 
con stru ction , the baskets beini
row s  a n d  t iers , each  labelled , am

arranged  in  lo n g  
1 each p lv o t t e d  at the

low er  back  ed ge so th a t it  m ay  b e  tipper! b a c k  and  its  
con ten ts  d ischarged  w ith ou t rem ove] from  the rack. 
In  fa c t , a ll th e  applianoes fo r  cancelling  stam ps, sort­
in g  e v e ry  s p e c ie , o f  m atter w h ich  passes through the 
p oe t , m odern  p illa r-boxes o f  the im p roved  s ty le  now  in 
use , are sh ow n  here and  fo rm  an o b je c t  lesson  to  the 
u n in it ia ted  o f  th e  w h ole  p rocess o f  r e o d v in g  and die-

The Beighton Parcel Matt

the m ost sign ificant evidence o f  n ineteenth  cen tu ry  
gross I t  b  a  d a ily  announcem ent to  everyon e o f  

that th e  w h ole  w orld  b  k n it  togeth er b y  
a  system  a t  onoe com plex and sim ple, a 
p iece  o i  hum an m achinery, stretch in g  o v er  six 
con tinen ts a n d  la b s  o f  the sea innum erable, w o rk ­
in g  w ith  m arvellous precision, certa in ty  and d is ­
p atch , m ak in g m in ds a thousand m iles apart beat to  
the sam e rh yth m  at th e  sam e tim e. I t  b  ju st  this 
close re lation ship  w h ich  the P ostal D epartm ent b e a n  
to  every  m an a n d  w om an that m ak es its  operations, 
even  l b  stupendous statistics, o f  a bsorb in g  interact to  
alL A n d  it  b  ju s t  th is  absorbing in teract w h ich  g ives  
to  the present exh ibition  a t the G u ild h a ll a claim  upon 
general attention  w hich p rob a b ly  n o  other co llection  
o f  ob jects  cou ld  oom mand.

I t b  the P oet Offioe Jubilee E xh ib ition , and m arks the 
fi rst stage in  the history o f  m odern  p o ttin g , w h ich  prac­
tica lly  cam e in  w ith  the reform s o f  S ir R ow la n d  HUL 
T h e  c h id  o f  these reform s, i s  e v e ry b o d y  know s, w as
the in ti --------  '  -
then ex
the in trodu ction  o f  penny postage to  supersede the 
then expensive co s t  o f  letter-postage w h ich  averaged 
about 6 fd . per le tter for all d istances in  G reat B ritain.
On January IGth, 1840, She un iform  rate o f  per 
half-ounoe fo r  prepaid  letters w as estab lished , w h ich

the
in  turn gave p laoe to  a farther reform  in  1871, w hen 
the w eight fo r  a prepaid  letter postage  o f Id . w as in- 
ersased to  on e  oun ce , end  substantially the rates now

Id.

in  f o r a  fo r  in land  postage w er«  established . T he 
cheapening o f  postage rate*, inseparably oonneoted

p a tch in g  posta l m atter. O ne o f  the la tes t  im prove 
m eats  s o  ow n  is a large m od el, h a lf fa ll s ize , show ing a 
co m b in e d  lam p-peat le tter-b ox , and fire a larm .

In  th is  section , though  on  a  re la tiv e ly  d im in b h ed  
sca le , a ll the operations o f  a m odern  P o e t  Offioe are 
being a ctu a lly  carried  on . L etters, p a pers, parcels, 
are b e in g  rece ived , stam ped, s orted , and despatched 
to  th e ir  severa l destinations. T elegram s are reoeived 
and  d e liv ered , posta l and  m on ey  orders issued and 
p a id , ■ tam ps are so ld , letters reg istered , an d , in  fa ct, 
th e  G u ild h a ll P oet O ffioe, b y  special d ispensation  
estab lished  and m aintained fo r  each  b r ie f  epaoe o f 
t im e  as th e  exigencies o f  the oooasion dem an d . Is to  
a ll practica l purposes a genuine branch o f  the dep a rt­
m en t to  w h ich  th e  p u b lic  a re in v ited , and  w here they 
m a y , so  to  speak , get behind  th e  soenes a n d  stu dy  the 
m anipu lation  o f  posta l m atter In all its  stages. 
F in a lly , th e  m odern  m all oeaoh stands in  G u ild  hail- 
y a rd , and  onoe a  d a y  starts w ith  its burden  to the 
sou n d  o f  tb s  post-horn , w h ile  P oet Offioe vane com e 
and go  m u ch  aa though S t. M artin ’s  Is G ran d had 
su d d en ly  ch an ged  plaoee w ith  the abod e  o f  G og  and

process o f  sortin g is to o  oonfusing to  the ou t­
s id er to  be  adequ ately  describ ed  in the Limits o f  such 
s a  a rt ic le  as this, b u t  the oonfusion is  o n ly  in  tha u n ­
in itia ted  m ind . O rder, system , and the p erfection  o f  
rou tin e  m ach inery  m ark the actual op eration . T h e  
fo llo w in g  e x tra ct  from  a description  w r itten  b y  a post­
m aster a to n e  o f  the largest om oea, w ill  beat a an va y
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lota , repraaenting roada o r  desp a tch in g  d iv ision s, and 
a  fe w  la rge  tow n s . T h en  a t  tnaae d iv ision s  tha final 
s o r t it io n  tak es  place, to  a cco rd  w ith  the bags in  w h ich  
th e  le tte rs  w ill  b e  enolosed w h a n  the p rop er h o a r  o f  
d esp a tch  arrives. T h is  seem s v e r y  sim ple, does  i t  n ot ? 
B u t  b e fo re  a sorter is com p eten t to  a o  th is  w ork , he 
m in t  lea rn  * c ircu la tion ,’  w h ich  is  the tech n ica l nam e 
fo r  th is  system  under w h ioh  corresp on den ce  Sow s to  its  
destin a tion , aa the b lo o d  cou rses  th rou gh  th e  b o d y  b y  
m eans o f  th e  arteries and  v e in s .”

greater le g ib ility  o f  the sign a ls, w h ich  can  be 
read in  a n y  lig h t , a n d  i t  a t the
time requires m uch 
A l l  form  o f  instrum ent,

lees p o w e r  to  w ork  It. 
it , w h ioh  is fitted  w ith  a

.¡g u ll in g  k e y  and  ga lvan om eter, is  gen era lly  used on  
Unw o f  m od era te  len g th , w h ere  th e  d ire c t  cu rren t is 
sufloient fo r  a ll purposes. P a ssin g  n p  the r igh t-h an d  
sid i o f the h a ll, a  cu riou s  exa m p le  o f  the w ood p eok er ’s 
determ ination and  p o w e r  la sh ow n . T h is  p o le  w as 
ren oved  from | 8h ip ton -on -S tou r la st autum n. I t  had

PACKET and Newspaper scrìtto!

Packet and Newspapse Sorting.

T h e  ea st.en d  o f  tha G n a t  H a ll  ia d e v o ted  to  the 
d isp la y  o f  telegraph ic apparatus. T h is  e x h ib it  c o m ­
prises specim en s o f  a lm ost e v e ry  k n ow n  form  o f te le ­
graph  instrum ent. I t  m ay  be  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  classes, 
th ose  o f  h istorica l in te re s t—sh ow in g  th e  earliest In­
ven tion s o f  W hea tston e  a n d  C o o k e , w ith  sebeequen t 
im p rovem en ts  b y  them , tog e th er  w ith  th e  p ro d u c ­
tions o f  r iv a l inventors— and  th e  w ork in g  apparatus 
o f  a ll k in d s  as actua lly  n o w  used in ca rry in g  on the 
te legrap h ic ia to ro o u n e  o f  th e  co u n try . C lose  to  the

bees erected  o n ly  three  years. T h e  perfora tion s, 
which even tu ally  resu lted  in a la rge  hole , w ere  m ode 
b y  tbl com m on green  w ood p eck er , o f  w h ich  a stu ffed 
specimen is show n u pon  th e  pole . I t  is su pposed  that 
u s  birds w ere  a ttracted  b y  th e  h u m m in g  o f  the w in e  
predated b y  th e  w in d , and w ere  un der the 
impression that insects w are con cealed  in  the 
interior o f  th e  po le . T h e  fa rth er end o f  the 
hall b  g iv en  up  to  the d isp la y  o f  early] form s 
o f the telegraph instrum ent. T h ere  are several needle

Group or Postmen or the Pant Fifty Y ears.

entrance tw o  m odel te legraph-poles h are  been  erected  
fo r  th e  purpose  o f  illu stratin g the ancient and m odern  
m eth ods o f  insulating aerial Unas. T h e  first pole  
su p p orts  bo few er than s ix teen  oontrivenose form erly  
in  nee, b a t  n ow  d iscarded In fa vou r o f  m ore  effeotive 

T h e y  include a  Up Insulator w ith  a zinc ca p  in
tu e  a b o u t 1850, levera i «périm on s o f  glass insulators. 
W a lk e r 's  d ou b le  cone d ev ice , an ebonite Insulator, and 
a  fe w  m ade o f  earthenw are. T h e  oth er p o le  Is 
eq u ip p ed  w ith  specim ens o f  ins a latori fo r  aerial

telegraphs o f  th  e  C ook and W hea tston e  typ e . One 
dated 1838 is  fitted  w ith  four need  lea. In  th is  lustra

o f  the letters  are Indicated  b y  th e  non 
versenoe o f  tw o  n eedles, w h ile  o th er  letters  are 
indisated b y  the deflection  o f  one n eed le  on ly . F oor- 
line w ires are requ ired , en d  th e  signals are trans­
m itted by  the sim ultaneous depression  o f  tw o  o u t  o f 
ten  finger k eys. A n oth er instrum ent dated  1844 Is 
fitted w ith  cra tch  handles and supp lied  w ith  tw o 

”  T w o  lin e  w ires ere used , and letters  Indl-

ista o f  tw o  s lsotro-m agn stlo  bobbins p laosd  ride b y  
'  'h e ir  ends being furnlshsd  w ith  p ois  p isoss 

Inw ards. O ther instrum ente show n in  th is II vr<Mjjeii
as n t i

A B C  transm itter, 1858, a M orse 
a n d  W heatstone 's  autom atic telegraph 

fitter. In  th is last a pparatus, ths trails- 
o f  th s  electrica l cu rren t Is regulated b y  

o f  three vertioa l rods, w h ich  are caused to  
i up and  d ow n  b y  ths rota tion  o f  a  w heel w orked  

A  s lip  o f  paper pu n ch ed  w ith  holes oorre- 
ponatng t o  th e  signal« to  b e  tran sm itted  i  
he upper en d  o f  tha rod  a n d  th rou gh  it  the ends o f  the 

rods ca n  pass. N ear th is  e x h ib it  are tw o  o ld  form s o f  
W h eatston e ’s  autom atic telegraph  re o e iv ir  and also a
te legraph ic pun cher. 

C om in g  I_  n o w  to  tha m od em  apparatus a t w ork , there  
is  assn op p osite  to  the en tra n t»  a pneum atic tube aa 
used fo r  sen d in g messages from  a ooun ter In tils  poat 
offioe to  an instrum ent o r  to  an oth er room  w here the 
room s are s itu ated  apart from  each  oth er. T h e  me 
sagas in  b u lk  are foroed  throu gh the brass tubs b y  s ir  
pow er , and a re  received in  the cage  as  show n.

N ear a t  hand  is a m odel te leph one exchange, w ith  a
h andsom ely -fitted  G ow er-B ell lou d  sneak ing telephone. 
T h e  n e x t  sta n d  oontains an e x h ib it  illustrating the 
w ork in g  a n d  m echanism  o f  P reece ’s ra ilw ay b lo ck

Analysis or tbs London to Edinburgh Mail, 
2nd March, 1838.

tam ed  in  th e  servios o f  th e  P ost  O ffice. P ossib ly  h is  
w h ip -h an d  has parted  w ith  som e o f  its  strength , i f  
n ot its  cu nning , o r  b is  sh ou ld  be  th e  p ost  o f  rssponsl- 

......................... " foni ‘T h e  n e x t  sta n d  oontains an e x h ib it  illustrating the b ility  o n  th® 1,01 o l  41,0 B o y * 1 M »11 four-horae
ch , w h ich , in  m em ory o f  o ld  d a ys , starts  nightl;

uunuiKUA luca—gw over one wi 
a t  w ork in g  t o  B irm in ghsm , and 
p r in tin g  te legraph . T he H ughes ' 
m echanica l, the electrioal a ction

system . D iagram s o f  the d ow n  a n d  u p  signals are 
sh ow n  on  tha op era tor ’s instrum ent. T w o  levers are 
p rov id ed  to  torn  “ o ff,”  and sw itch es  are p laced  in  
fro n t  to  “ o p e n ”  or  ”  close  " t h e  line. In  the sam e 
annexe a re  show n the m u ltip lex  system  o f  trans­
m ittin g  s ix  m essages o v er  on e  w ire  a t  the same tim e 

‘ the  H nghes ' type- 
m achine Is m ain ly  

. a ct ion  b e in g  con fined  to
send ing a sin gle short pu lia tion  o f  current a t  the 
in stan t the ty p e  w h eel la in  th e  p rop er  position . 
O n ly  one w a v e  o f  currant is  n e e d e d  to  produce 
a  le tte r . T h e  transm itter and rece iv er  are com bin ed  
in  one apparatus. T h e  signals a re  dispatched by 
w ork in g  k eys  sim ilar in appearance to  those o f a piano. 
T h is  instrum ent is exten sively  used  fo r  continental 
m essages, fo r  w h ich  It is esp ec ia lly  su itable. Several 
form s o f  a cou stio  or  “  sounder ’ ’  telegraphs are 
show n. T h ese  m achines are w id e ly  used, and over 
long d istances. A  special ex h ib it  ia m ade o f  the 
W h eatston e a u tom atic sys 
press telegram s.

(fo r  a  b r ie f tim e on ly ), a t  n in e  o 'o lo o k , fro m  G o  
ya rd  fo r  B righton , carrying p arcels  m ail m ade np  in 
the G u ild '

T h e  g lass cases lin ing the A r t  G a llery  con ta in  a r rest  
a rie ty  o f  a n a  in  con n exion  w ith  the h is tory  o f  tb s  

P ost O ffioe, far too  num erous fo r  specia l m ention , b u t  
a ll deserving the attention  o f  visitors, l i e  postage 
stam p  eollector  m ay hers rev e l in  the con tem plation  o f  
m an y a cov eted  add ition  to  h is  s to ck , one album  (113) 
con ta in in g  no leas than 8 ,000 stam ps.

va rie

system , so la rge ly  used 
T he m essages have first to  be

for
pre-

pared on  a  s lip  o f  paper. T h is  tak es the form  o l  
perfora tin g the M orse characters a lon g  the slip.
■lip ia '  "

-  _  .  T h e
n ex t passed on to  the transm itter, and the 

_>  is  received  St the d istan t station  in  the 
ord in a ry  d o ts  and  dashes o f  the M orse  cod e . Enorm ous 
speed  m ay be  obta ined  w ith  th is  instrum ent ranging 
from  100 to  400 p er m inute in  th e  hands o f  t h e P o e t  
O ffice, and  a speed o f  over 600 w ord s  p er m inute has 
been ob ta ined  betw een L ondon  and B risto l. T o  illus­
trate the con n exion  o f  the Press w ith  the telegraph, 
an apparatus is  arranged sh ow in g  a  com plete new s 
c ir c u it  I t  oonslsta o f a transm ittin g instrum ent and 
three receivers , representing offices, say , in  L ondon  
(sending o ffice ), N ew castle , E d in bu rgh , and G lasgow  
(receiv in g  o ffices). A  practica l exp osition  o f  thin 
system  is  a lso  in ten ded . A lo n g  th e  farthest stand are 
p laced  cases containing specim ens o f  d ifferent 
subm arine cab les. T he m ost in teresting is the 
p iece  o f  th e  first cab le  la id  betw een D over 
and C alais in  1850. T h e  gu tta  - percha was 
n o t  p rotected . I t  w as sunk b y  means o f  lead 
w eights a ttach ed  e t  intervals th ron gh on t its length . 
T h e  cab le  w ork ed  for one d a y  on ly , a n d  the specim en 
show n w ss  p ick ed  n p  in 1875. A  p ortion  is  also show n 
o f  the first sheathed  subm arine ca b le  laid  betw een  
D over and C alais the yea r a fter  the laying o f the 
before-m ention ed  failure. O ther specim ens include 
portions o f  th e  seven-w ire Irish cab le , and  o f  the first 
cab le  to  H ollan d . In  con nexion  w ith  the cables is 
sh ow n  a p iece  o f  ro ck  rem oved  from  a  cable o ff P ort­
land, T h e  g ro o v e  shows th s  ou tlin e  o f  the sheathing 
o f  the ca b le , and  haa p rob a b ly  been  out in to the r o ;k  
b y  tha con tin u ed  friction  o f  th e  ca b le . P ortions o f  
serial w ires fu sed  b y  ligh tn in g  are also ehow n, together 
w ith  the o ld  and new  m eth od« o f  m ak in g jo in ts  in  the 
air lines. T h e  E xch an ge T e legrap h  C om pany show  
on e  o f  th eir recently -inven ted  co lum n printing teie- 

’  ‘  ‘  « ra tion .
, b u t in-

graph , w ith  transm itter and receiver in operation . 
P robab ly  outside telegraphy etrictly  speaking, h o t  in ­
eluded  in  the ba ll, is a m odel e le ctr ic  locom otive , lent
b y  th e  N orth  L on don  R a ilw a y  C om pany.

I f  w o w ere to  n otice  the exh ibits  in  the order sub 
stantia lly  aa v is itors  are d irected  to  progrès* through 
the several apartm ents, w e ehon ld  b e  led  first to  the 
A r t  G alleries. H are the w alls a re covered  w ith  
engravings, photograph s, and pain tin gs, ch iefly illus-

Lamp-pcst, Firs Alarm, and Post-box 
Combined.

A  fu ll collection  o f English adhesive stam ps, from  
1840 to  1890, is show n in Case 1, and  in  connexion  w ith  
the system  o f  prepaying letters w ith  the adherira  
■tem p is show n ths fam ous M u lroady en v e lops  o f  
1840, w ith  an assortm ent o f  th e  osrfcatn res w hich 
th is  ornate affair called  forth  from  the Ugfat- 
m inded hum orists o f  ■ caricature lov in g  people. In  
oth er oases are co llections o f  b oth  fore ign  and English 
stam ps, specim ens o f  “  F ranks,”  and dated  stam ps used 
in  con nection  w ith  them , printed  notice* issued by the 
P ost O ffice ; one, am ongst the earliest, being in refer­
ence  to  undelivered letters, d irectin g  the length o f  
tim e th ey  shall be retained, depend ing upon w hether 
they be refused, or  the person to  w hom  sent bo dead 
o r ” gon e aw a y , n ot know n w h ere ,”  w h eth er ’ ’  not to  
be fou n d , o r  "  not ca lled  fo r .”  T h e  Poat O ffice, too,

Sorting Process,]

tre t ir e  o f  the n ow  obsolete features o f  m ail carriage« 
before the in troduction  o f  railw ays, A  strong senti­
m ent, fo r  w h ich  ou r novelists are la rge ly  responsible, 
■till exists fo r  the old  m ail ooach , and it  m ost be  
adm itted  that these view s suggest a  piotursequeness 
in travel b y  h igh  road w hioh  is sad ly  lacking in 
journeying« b y  rail. T he starting or ths R oya l 
m ail coaches, th s  aoanea a t  the relay  stations, the 
adventures o f  the road , m idn ight travel— these and 
m any m ore, here brought together in  profusion, 
present a  s in gularly v iv id  tnttmbl». o f  the varied 
experiences o f  these w hose le t  f t  w as  to  traval 
b y  m ail coaoh , w hen th ey  travelled  a t a ll, 
a t the n ot very  exh ilarating rate o f  ten  m iles an hour, 
though even th a t was considered  a m arvel oI speed 
w hen m acadam ized roads first enab led  It to  be  d ou s , 
in the earlier p art o f  this century.

These p ictures exh ib it , w e should say , abou t every  
w h ich  tiie m ail.ooach bas taken, and b y  ar- 

them  in  chronological ord er a  fa ir ly  true view  
evo lu tion  o f  the m odern m ail-eoaoh could be

form  
ranging
o f  the *

it  seem s, has n ot stasped  the honour paid  to  m ost d is ­
ia and institution* in having base  the

v ictim  o t  th e  jo in t  muse and m usical com poser, though 
the son g  here show n entitled  “ T h e  P oet O ffies ,”  is 
that d ou b tfu l honour bestow ed  b y  the oom io  p oet and 
hi* sym path etic collaborateur. I t  appears to  have 
been com posed  by M r. J . Sanderson , w ritten  by  M r. 
L aw ler, and published b y  M essrs. M on ro  s a d  M ay, 
H olborn  Bars, tint bears do d ate , though It is  plaosd 
a t  a b on t th *  year 1840k

T h ose  w h o  are m ost interested In tb s  curiosities o f  
P ost O ffice w ork in g  w ill linger o v er  th s  hooks o f 
cu rious addresses <33 and  311) t th e  envelope o f  the 
latter (»4 )  w hich  was tw elve  long years In reach in g Its 
destination  ; ths p r is t  o f  tha dorm ouse (145) Whioh 
was entrusted to  ths tender m ercies o f  th s  p o s t  ; the 
tim e-b ill o f  the London and E din bu rgh  m ail ooach 
(181), w hioh  m ade the jou rn ey  ia  42 b o o n  in  1838 ; th* 
nsst o f  th e  tom  t it  that w as b u ilt  inside a la tter-box, 
and the fam ous b ird  Itself, now  praesrvsd In a glam  case 
(213 ) I a  c o p y  o f  the s to co d  ed ition  o f  th e  P od  Ojfio«
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D irectory  issued in  1801, in  w h ich  it  U  at*ted that 
5 ,000  oopiea o f  th e  tiret U n »  had  bean ra id ) M r. 
Punch's oartoon , representing B ritann ia  crow n in g  S ir 
R o w la n d  H ill w ith  a  w reath  o í  laurel, and Punch 's 
fam ou s jo k e  th ereon , in  w h ich  he applauds S ir R o w ­
la n d ’ s a ct o f  s tick in g  on  th e  h ead  o f  a  g ood  Queen as 
m o re  m eritoriou s than C rom w ell s cu ttin g  o ff the head 
o f  a  bari k in g .

A n oth er case on  the n orth  side  o i the g a l le n  con- 
co lle ct ion  o f  objeota.tain s a p articu larly  in teresting co lisen e 

I them  it  th e  o rig in a l T reasury 
* ge (215) da'

_  _  warrant fo r
regu la tin g the rates o f  p osta ge  (215) d a ted  N ovem ber 
2 2n d , 1839, and s ig n ed  b y  L o rd  M elbourne, 8 ir  F . 
B arin g and M r. T u ffn elL  T h is  w arran t d irected  that 
a ll lattara sh ou ld , a fter  D ecem ber 5th , be ch arged
b y  w eig h t, and n o t  aooord ing to  aheaU o f  paper or  on- 
closures, w h ich  calls a tten tion  to  th e  praotioe form erly

Cra ilin g , w han a ren  the n ie  o t  an envelope or  cov er  
ibled the postage o n  the le tte r , and  tw o  en d osa ros  

required  treb le  postage . T h e  prev iou s  rates, h igh
thi h th ey  w ere , on ly  e s tr ia d  a sin gle sheet o f  paper, 

‘  the large square sheets, 
secu red  w ith

lich gave rise to  th e  use o f  the 
fo ld ed  in fou r , a n d  then  
th e  d irection  b e in g  w r itten  on th e  letter h ack .
T h e  Introduction  o f  th e  gu m m ed en velope  Uoom|Mra-
t iv e ly  m od em , b a t  the first envelopes w ere _
sea led  w ith  w a x , and  the ose  o f  w a fers Is w all w ith in  
the m em ory o f  m en  still you n g . T h e  w afer-ssal was 
tha first w hioh requ ired  m oisten ing before  u s e ; and i t  
U possib le  to  understand, i f  n ot to  sym pathise w ith , 
the tow erin g  in d ign ation  o f  a  gentlem an o f the o ld

Old Fillib Boxes.

sch ool, w h en  he first received  a  le tter thus s e a l« ! . 
“ W h a t  does the fe llow  m ean ,”  he exclaim ed, “ by 
sending m e a  le tter lick ed  w ith  his ow n  spittle ! ”

In  the sam e case w h ich  encloses the T reasury 
w arran t referred  to  U a d iary  o f  S ir  R ow land  H ill.

* I t  U opened  a t a page on  w hich  appear« the fo llow in g  
algnificant e n t r y : “ J an u ary  10. R ose a t 8 .30 . 
F enn y postage ex ten d ed  to  the w h ole  kingdom  this 
day . V ery  a b le  a rtic le«  on  th e  su b je ct  In the Chron. , 
A dvtrlu tr, and Globe. ”

T hu s m odestly  d id  ths orig in ator  o f  the penny post 
record  the accom plishm ent o f  b is  task , but w e can 
im agine that he had looked  forw ard  to  th is  tenth d a ;  
o f  Jan uary w ith  an em otion  w h ich , i f  it  finds no 
expression  in his d ia ry , w as not the leas real and 
intense Som eth ing o f  the a n xiety  w hich be  m ust 
have fe lt  as to  the u ltim ate success o f  his schem e, h ow ­
ever great his con fiden ce , is ehadow ed in  the preceding 
en try , w h ich  deale w ith  the then recen t rapid increase 
in  the num ber o f  letters  posted  in the U nited  K ingdom . 
A n  illum inated  co p y  o f  the resolu tion  presenting the 
freedom  o f the C ity  o f  L ondon  to  S ir R ow land  H ill, 
form s another in teresting o b je c t  in th e  same case.

I t  la con sonant w ith  th is  J u b ilee  oeiebration th a t
very  m uch o f  th s  docu m en tary and  printed m atter 

" " ..................................... ra id  bear upon the intro-em braced  in the co llection  shouli
duotion  o f  penny postage, ita Ini 
o f  th e  su b ject, T reasu ry  and P ost  Ôffioe M inutes, R o y a l

ion, the literature

proclam ations, instructions to  officials and servants o f  
the departm ent, and exp lan atory  m atter, officia lly  
issued for  the in form ation  o f  tha public.

T h e  ourioua in such  m atters w ill find  in  the several 
cases d evoted  to  th is  branch  o f  th e  su b ject abundant 
m atter to  arrest attention  a n d  rew ard  scrutiny. B e­
sides the co llection s  furnished  b y  ths G overnm ent, 
m an y priva te  p osssssorso f ourlons fragm ents hearingm an y private poaaaaaore o f  cu rious fragm ents bearing 
upon  the h istory  o f  tha R e form  have sent their posses­
sions to  sw ell the lists  o f  exh ib its , and there can be
n o  d ou bt bu t that the p resent co lle ct ion  is, a t least 
in  th is  feature, the moat oom plete that has bean, or  
fo r  a long tim e w ill b e , ga thered  together.

In  th is  con nection  a v ery  fine p ortra it  in o ils  o f  S ir  
R ow la n d  H ill, pa in ted  b y  J . A . V in tn er, sh ou ld  be 
m entioned. I t  hangs near the cen tre o f  the north w a ll 
o f  the a rt ga llery , A  fine, s tron g, intellectual fa ce  ; 
the head w ell set on  an apparently  robu st b o d y ; ju st  
the typ e  o f  m an to  carry  a  reform  stu rd ily  and ya t 
w ith  fine forbearance and patience, through to  tha 
en d , i f  he had set his h eart upon f t ; a  man to  m eet 
obstacles  un flinch ing ly , to  turn  them  aside g raciou sly , 
i f  possible , b e t  to  turn  them  aside sflsiiSsalls I t  is  
a  genuinely E nglish  faoa in ‘  
end few  w h o realise wl

aem pterion , 
w h at benefite he con ferred  b y  his

_  ju d gm en t and eelf-conndeni
and persistence, w ill pass this p ortra it  b y  w ith ou t ■ 
tow a rd  a ck n ow ledgm en t o f  the d e b t  w e ow e  him.

w ere  issued to  the le tter  carriers and  oth ers  in ths 
ip loy o f  the P o t t  O ffice in  A p r il, 1848, d u rin g  the 
tvalenee o f  the C h artist riots.p re
C urious, to o . Is an orig in a l ball (4 7 ) as used even so 

Iste as 1840 b y  th s  bellm en  w h o  co lle cted  letters.
F roiq  ‘ ho itin eran t bellm an  t o  the p illa r -b ox  iavolves  
a  recon stru ction  o f  street toenea as s tr ik in g  as the 
g row th  o f  correspon den ce w h ich  had crow d ed  the 
form er ou t  o f  exiatenoe as an a ltogeth er obsolete  and 
inadequ ate p leoe o f  m achinery . A  nattered  post-horn , 
w h ioh  aaw service in  th e  earlier y e a n  o f  th is  oentnry, 
has a lso been preserved  and  con tr ib u ted  b y  a  private 
co lle cto r  to the E x h ib it io n ; and a  postm an ’ s  leather 
p ou ch  (148), uaed in  1837, is  equ a lly  in teresting b y  
w a y  o f  com parison.

O ne o f  the m eet a ttra ctive  featu res in  these o ld  
p rin ts  o f  the m ail-coach  d a ys , espec ia lly  to  tho 
L on don er, is the series o f  g lim pses m any o f  them  
o fford  o f  tho appearance o f  o ld  L on d on  streets  and 
bu ild in gs , as, fo r  exam ple , th o  v iaw s o f  the B ull and 
M ou th  In n , w ith  e x ter io r  and  in terior , a t St, 
M artin 'a-le G rand, w ith  tha despatch  o f  th e  malls ; 
the B u ll and M ou th , R egen t-c ircu s , P icca d illy , and 
th e  B righ ton  C oach ; the “  P e a co ck "  a t Islin g ton , 
w ith  th e  N orth -oou n try  m ails ; and others w h ich  are 
sca ttered  here and th ere  on  the walla o f  th e  room .

D eserv in g o f  especial n o te  as a  gr im ly  hu m oroni 
illu stration  o l  the abuse o f  the fra n k in g  system  
is one v iew  ol the E d in boro ’ coach , o f  w h ich  
an illu stra tion  w ill bo  foun d  in  ou r  colum ns. 
T h is  coach  is represented  as bearing 354 lb . o f  postal 
m atter , b u t  note  th e  d isproportion  betw een  the 
quantities  and w eights w h ich  g o  free  and th ose  w hich 
p a y  postage. O f new spapers, there i t s  pa rce l o f  2 ,496, 
w eigh in g  273 lb ., w h ich  p a y  nothing. T h ere  are 454 
fran ked  letters , w e igh in g  47 lb ., and these go  free. 
A s  a  le t -o ff  w e  have from  the gen era l p u b lic  1,555 
letters , w eighing b u t 3 41 b ., and p ay in g  the sum o f 
£ 93  in  postage. W h a t a com m entary upon the system
w h ich  cam e to  an end  w ith  the a d ven t o f  the days

celebrates ? T h ethis ju b ilee  ann iversary  s o  fit ly  
1,555 letters , w h ich  averaged  leas than h a lf an ounce 
in  w eigh t, p a id  an average o f  upw ards o f  a  sh illing 
each.

F ash ion s in  un iform s, i f  n o t  q u ite  so ephem eral as 
those w h ich  regulate the o rd in a ry  a ttire  o f  civ ilians, 
ev id en tly  change from  tim e to  tim e , a n d  a  w ater­
co lou r draw in g , e x h ib it in g  e leven  d ifferen t s ty les  o f  
un iform s fo r  postm en, w ill  1 »  scanned w ith  as m uch 
am usem ent as interest. T h ese  un iform s all b e lon g  to  
the last fifty  y e a n , a n d  d o  n ot represent am on g them  
that n ow  w orn  b y  postm en , so that th e  average 
d u ration  o f  any one s ty le  o f  dress is  b u t  litt le  m ore 
than fou r years. A n oth er , and  earlier fash ion , is 
sh ow n  in  the sketch  (200 ) o f  the poetm an (b u t one 
w as requ ired  fo r  the w o rk ) o f  N ew ea stle -ou -T y n e  in  
1824, w h o  is represented  in a  tall ha t o f  rem arkable 
prop ortion s , and in  th e  a c t  o f d e liv erin g  a  le tte r  a t the 
open  d o o r  o f  a residence.

T w o  small p ictu res , w h ich  w ill b e  fou n d  in  th e  oases, 
illu strate  phases o f  post office  w o rk in g  th a t  a lw ays 
have an a ttraction  fo r  th e  p u b lic . O ne is a  draw in g , 
and represents s ix  gen tlem en  ben d in g  e b o v e  a table, 
w h ereon  lie  the oontanta o f  a  “ dangerous p a ro e l”  
in tha R etu rn ed  L etter  O ffice. In  th is  case tha "  d a n ­
gerous paroel ’ ’ appears to  have con ta in ed  n o th in g  m ore 
perilous than a co lle ct ion  o f  fo rb id d in g  lo o k in g  cru s ­
taceans, w h ich  in v ite  to  b io lo g ica l and , p oss ib ly , to  
p lacatory  studiea. P ost  office officiela, w e  m ay pre­
sum e, a rt  n o t  above e n joy in g  th e  pleasures o f  a  lobster 
salad, aveu though ths post is  the fish in g ground. 
M ueh m ore  delootable, h ow ev er ,is  th e  v iew  g iv en  ns in a  
•mall ph otograph  o f  the “  R etu rn ed  L etter  O ffice L ar­
d er ”  a t  C h n stm as tim e. H ere is a  d isp la y  o f  gam s and 
p ou ltry  w h ich  w ou ld  d o  cre d it  to  an y p ou lterer ’s sh op . 
W h e t  becom es o f  these returned  d e lica c ies?  and bow  
com es is  that those fo r  w h om  th ey  w ere  Intended have 
departed  like an A ra b  w h o  fo ld s  hla tents In the n ig h t 
tim e and leaves no trace  b eh in d  him  ?

T h e  om issions, m istakes, and b lu n d ers  o f  every  sort 
w h ich  m ake a large p a rt o f  th e  business o f  th e  returned 
le tter  o ffice , are often  am u sing as w a ll as perp lexing. 
L arge sum s o f  m oney are freq u en tly  sent un der cov er, 
u pon  w h iob  the sender has fa iled  to  p u t a n y  address 
w h atev er. C urious addresses are b y  no m eans u n ­
com m on, and the greatest in genuity  Is o ften  d isp layed  
in  d eciph erin g  som e o f  the m ore  rem arkable specim ens 
o f  ill-sp e lled  and ign ora n tly -w ritten  addresses. W h o , 
for  exam ple, b u t a tra in ed  hand a t  th e  business w ou ld  
have ever d iscovered  that

2, 3  A d n e  E d le  S treet, 
w ae rea lly  m eant fo r

2 , T h read n eed le  s treet,
o r  th a t

hat th e  o le  oka  O tch n t,
10  B ury ,

s to o d  fo r
T h e  O ld  O ak O rchard ,

T a n b u ry .

O ne gentlem an— o r  cou ld  i t  have been  a  la dy  ?— w h o
in grave d ou b t as to  an address, and w as resolved 

n o t  to  be bau lked  ‘
a r t  o f  the Poetnai

in g  instructions u pon  th e  en'
“ F or  a  gentlem an residí _

------- road , L on don , H a is a shopkeeper.

a n y  la ck  o f  k n ow led g e  on the 
a u th orities , w ro te  the fo llow - 

ivelope : 
lug  m  a street o u t  o t i t i »

neper* and  period ica ls  to  the tra d e , and supplies 
haw kers and  others w ith  oheap p rin ts , som e o i w hich 
era so ld  b y  m en  lo  th « street. H e  has fo r  years  bou gh t
th e  w este  o f  the I llu stra ted — — , th eir p rin ts  printed  

Icularly. H s  is w all know n in  the
w holesa le, l 'oetm an  w ill  ob lig e  i f  be

in enlom a 
lo ca lity — I 
can  find this.

T h e  le tter  w as d elivered .
T h ese  carica i ties o f  the o ffice  lead us b y  a  natural 

oonn exion  to  those rem arkab le  ev id en ces  o f  ch ild lik e  
ooufidenee o f  the a b ility  o f  th e  posta l departm en t to  
fo m is h  a ll aorta o f  in form a tion , m noh aa though  it  had 
tha p ow er  o f  om niscienoe. L on g -lost re la tives appear 
to  be , la  th e  m inde o f  n m s  sim ple fo lk , a lw ays w ithin 
th e  e y e  o f  the P ostm aster-G enera] and  hla subord i­
n ates, aa w itnses the fo llo w in g  naive  requaata :—

** I  w r ite  to  ask y en  som e in form ation  abou t persons 
th a t  are m isting. I  w a n t t o  find o u t  m y  m oth er and 
t itte r*  w ho are in M elbou rn e, in A u stra lia , i believe—

fo ld ed  and  stam ped, w ith  th e  «ddrene w r itten  an the
b eak , a n d  thus consigned w ith ou t oover to  the aero o f  
th e  p oet. U n d ou b ted ly  th e  sm allest le tter aver sent
w as on e  w ritten  on  th t  book  o f  a  penny stam p, i T he 
stam p b earin g  its  message w as
• ' id i .......................

> penny stam p. | The 
_ _  then d rop p ed  in the

le tter  b o x , anil g o t  safe ly  "to its destination .
W e  are fam iliar enou gh w ith  som e o f  the abuse 

launch ed  a t  the P ost O ffice in  a  m ore o r  lass public 
w a y , b u t  the Isolated com plaints, threats, 
anathem as, w h ich  ere  hu rled  by  p riva te  in ­

to — — ; and to  a p p ly  fo r  a ll fines and expenaea
t o ----------- . I f  this Is n o t  d on e, a n d  I  d o  n o t  reoaive
the b ird  b y  th e  end  o f  the w eek , I  shall w rite  to  the 
P ostm aster-G enera l, w h o is a  v ery  Intim ate fr ien d  o f  
m y  fa th er, and ask him  to see th a t  m easures are 
taken against y o u  fo r  n e g le c t  T h is  la n o t  an Id le 
th reat, so  y o u  w ill ob lig e  b y  fo llow in g  th e  abov e  
in stru ction s .”

U n d ou b ted ly  a very  large p rop ortion  o f  the eom - 
p lain te  w h ioh  are addressed to  th e  P o e t  O ffice

Pascal Sorting.

d lv id u a le  w ith  real or  fancied grievances, 
n o  on e heere  o f  outeide the d e p a rtm e n t T h e y  are
n e ith er few  nor a lw ays fram ed in very  courteous 
fo rm , h ow ever. O ne or  tw o  specim ens o f  this class are
w orth  g iv in g  as sam ples. One individual, w h o  seems to 

had a  previous tussle w ith  the 
w rote  ;—
have the auth iride«.

"  I  g o t  DO redress before, b u t  I trust I  shall on 
th is  occasion  ; o r  else there m ust be som ething rotten 
in  th e  S ta te  of Denmark. J u d as  Iscar io t wue a th' f,

authorities  have no other genuine baeit than in the 
fancies o r  va gra n t hum ours o f  those w h o  m ake them . 
A  ca p ita l illu stra tion  o f  th is  tru th  is  afforded  in  the 
a ccou n t g iven  b y  M r. A n th on y  T ro llo p e  o f  a b it  o f  
his ow n  experien ce. T h e  com p la in t cam e from  a 
gentlem an in C ou n ty  C avan , w h o con ce ived  him self.
to  ju d g e  b y  h is  letters , m oat g r ievou sly  in ju red  b y  
tom o posta l arrangem ent. T ro llop e  w ee sent to  have
a personal In terv iew  and appease the o ld  gen tlem an ’s 
w rath , i f  p ossib le . H e  a rrived  a t the squ iro’s  cou n try

Stami-imi nr Hand akd bt “  Pierson Hill ” Machine.

and carried  the hag, and It w ill  ha a  p ity  and er groat 
M andai i f  ha has fou n d  a successor In soma branch o f 
th s  P ost O ffios .”

A n d  another show s a  v ery  inflam ed state <f m ind 
on  th e  su b je ct  o f  a  bu llfin ch  ¡

“  N o t  h a rin g  rece iv ed  tha  lira  bullfinch m m  Honed 
b y  y ou  as having a rr iv e d  a t th s  R etu rn ed  Latter Offios 
tw o  days ago , h av in g  been p osted  ss  a le tte r  contrary 
to  the regulations o f  the posta l system , I  n o w  w rite to  
ask  y ou  to have tho b ird  fed , and forw arded  a t onoe

hts
. the g e n ­

tlem an him self harried  Into the hall. I  a t  onoe began 
to  expla in  m y  business. 1 G od  bless m s t * ho said , 
‘  y ou  are w e t through. J o h n , ga t M r. T ro llop e  som e 
b ran dy  and w ater— vary  h o t  I ’ I  w as beginn in g m y 
sto ry  abou t th o  p ost  again , w hen hs h im self took  o ff 
m y ooat, a n d  suggested that I  should fo  up to my bed­
room before /  troubled myteif with buemees.

t W K B*d ' r0?.?1 i l l  T h en  h e  assured me
* . * , . * "  "  on  bucq a __ni° I  WM «hown, having first

br“ 4 ^ “ dr'W U *r  •JU n d ln 8  “  <*• d ra w - lug  room  fire. W h e n  I  cam e d ow n  I  was Introduced  
,t0 . hif ,  daugh ter, and the three o f  ua w en t 
in to  d inner. I  sh a ll never forg et h it  righteous 
Ind ign ation  w hen I  again b rou g h t up the poetal 
question  on  the departu re  o f  the you n g  la d y . W m  I 
■ueh a  G oth  ae to  contam inate w in e  w ith  business I«4« T w m e wun business I
s o  1  drank m y  w in e , and then heard the you n g  la d v  

her fa th er slept in his arm  chair. I  spent------o i  - - - - - -  — • • . .u v i  o i o j i t  il i U U  a r m -I

a  very  pleasant even in g , b u t m y  h ost w as too  s leepy 
to  hear a n yth in g  a b ou t the P ost O ffioe that n ight. 
«  w as abso lu te ly  necessary th a t  I  should g o

abou t the P ost O ffioe that nig]
_____ . .  -------- - - ’ y  necessary th a t  I  should g o
aw ay th e  n e x t  m orning a fter break fast, and  I  
expla ined  th a t th e  m atter m ust b e  dlecueaed then. H e 

^ ‘ d 1\n d 7 r u t ,8  hie hands in unm lstakeable 
l ' i  r o n t “  ?  * "  í ü f * " ;  .  ‘  B u t w h» ‘  am  I to  ra y  in 
rafd. ? D n n ’t snT™ h"1*  ,  -/ --------------- O  / * “  w se a sc j u a

, , 5 , *  *p *re m ® l f  y ou  W ant an exouse fo r  
you rself. H ere~I s it  a ll day , w ith  n oth in g  to  d o , and

‘ ite r a s a * » ?  * ■ & ! —
distriil t̂H th,, p0,ta‘

n g n t  t h l t  1 •hottld have roDDca m y  fn e n d  o f  his o ccu p ation .”
S cattered  th rou gh ou t the larger ga lle ry  and in  th e  

tw o  sm all room s reached  b y  the etairs, are num erous 
m odels o f  m all steam ers, som e o f  g rea t  size, and  all 
m ost beau tifu lly  m ade and fin ished . T h e  lam est o f  
a ll the m odeU  is  that o f  the “  U m bria  ”  and •* E tru ria ,"  
o f  the C u n trd  L in e, w h ich  stands in  the entrance lob b y  

* ° ‘ rc®|y  in ferior  in size is  the 
sp len d id  m odel o f  the “ O oeanla ,”  o f  the Peninsular 
and  O rien ta l S team  N avigation  C om pany, w h ich

t,hA , Cen,tre o f  th® >»rg® A r t  G allery . 
T h is  .h ip  h  W i t  lon g , 52 ft . broad , and  34 ft . d eep ,

i lV  o f  TIB I'bnf. i l  i v . i i i . _ ?  ___ . .  ■ • - . .  . r io s eb ,  o f  the P®cket “  W ü l i n T 'F ^ “ * 
em p loyed  in  the C on tra ct M ail S erv ice  to  the Penin-■ -  — o e rv ice  la m e  re n in -

^ re P° r.t?  *“  L837 ' Sh® ™  *  P ad d le-w h eel .learner, 
and h er  d im en sions w ere 74 f t  3  in . b y  15 It. 1 tn . b y  
8 f t  4 in ., w ith  a  tonnage o f  206, a n d  develop ing 60 

! " ‘ “ „ I ' “  the “  0 o e *“  ”  h“  *  tonnage oi6 ,362, and her eng ines • ca p a city  o f  7 ,000  £  p . O th er 
m odels o f  Steamers are those o f  th e  “  Ire la n d ,”  the... ,  -  , «• m e  • Ireland, m e
C ity  o f  D u blin  C om p a n y ’s  R o y a l M all steam er, b u ilt  
b y  M essrs. L a ird  B rothers, and  one o f  the “ S co t ia ,"• / ,  “  «  , . 1 * “ u UUC w  sue o co t ia ,
belon gin g  to  th e  British and N orth  A m erica  R oy a l 
M ail S team  I a ck e t  C om pany. F rom  the South  K en- 
stugton .Museum com es a  w ork in g  m odel o f  C ram pton ’e 
engine and a  b eau tifu l m odel o f  the m arine steam  
to ile r . A  v ery  cu rious m odel la th a t o f  a  R e d  Sea 
u n o w , from  th e  tam e co llection .

A scen d in g  n ow  to  th e  sm aller ga lleries , south  o f  the 
m ain p ictu re  g a lle ry , w e  find  som e o f  the m ost 
interesting exh ib its  o f  the co lle ct ion . T h e  larger tent 
Illustrates the A rm y  P ost O ffice, a n d  th is  ten t, w ith  
m “ * t ,o f  ™  »on ten ts , is  a true vetera n , h arin g  seen 
actual serv ice  in the field in  th e  la st E gyptian  ca m ­
paign. H e re  are  sortin g  b oxes  a n d  all the Appliances, 
though on  a necessarily  small sca le , fo r  ca rry in g  on  
nostal op eration s  in  the field. I t  m ay  n o t  be  gen era lly  

**  “  A rm F P ost O ffice C orp s  w as establishedn lnM rnnaisfiniv nl a*!*.»..)__ a ___ ____* > ■o u u y  r u n v m o e  L-orps w as ea 
in  1884, con sistin g  o f  selected  sorters an d  postm en, w h o 
are tra in ed  m em bers o f  the P ost  O ffioe R ifle  l

—  — ■ ■■■ ■ ■! ■«* uv iu  v i mi* m ilita ry  
and the P o s t  O ffios D ep a rtm en t 

B e s id ra th t i v e ry  m odern d eve lop m en t o f  the posta l
rvlce, the room  —  — -------1 '  •------ - -• •

d evoted  to  exam

___ , -------- ----------- — - ------------ -  — „ 1  K IC P OSH
serv ice , the room  w e  are n ow  in  is  a lm ost en tire ly  
d evoted  to  ex em p lify in g  in m od els , p ictu rss, and  f u l i  
size structures, th e  h igh est advan ce  in  th e  d irection  o f  
ta r in g  tim e in the d istrib u tion  o f  posta l m atter. W a

Iror and w ood ; and th is  supports s  n etw ork  o f  rope  
strengthen ed  w ith  ch a in a  A  w rought-lron  fram e 
attached  to the aide o f  th e  ra ilw ay carriage .im p o rt , 
a tradu ctor and a  d e liv ery  arm. T h e  stou t m all-bag , 
filled  w ith  its com plem en t o f  letters , is hung upon the 
d e liv ery  arm , and, aa tha train  flies past tho netw ork  
w e  have already d escribed , the bag Is un hooked  b y  the 
con ta ct, tum bles in to  the net, w h ence  it  is rem oved , and 
taken to  the loca l post-office. T h e  d e livery  arm  is 
then  au tom atica lly  returned to  an upright position 
T h e  operation  thus described  It ex a ctly  reversed  in 
the prooeaa o f  co llectin g  the m ail bags. A n
iron  standard la erected  b y  the aide o f  the

A  Post-office in 1790.

line. T h is  is furn ished  w ith  d e liv ery  arm s, the 
cou n terpart o f  those used in the posta l cars. 
N ets su pported  b y  Iron fram es s tou tly  secured to  the 
t id e  o f  th e  carriage are throw n ou t aa the delivery  
station  is approached  and the suspended bag* are 
cau gh t, detaoned  b y  th e  con cu ssion , and sa fe ly  landed 
in  the net, w h en ce  th ey  ar4 rem oved , opened , and 
their con ten ts  arranged , so rted , fresh m ail bags m ade 
u p , and t o  the operation  continues until the jou rn ey ’s 
end is re tch ed  and tha last bags despatched  to their 
destination . T h is  m echanlosi collection  and delivery  
can  be safe ly  m ade a t  a n ;  speed  up to  75  m ile* an

The Mulxeadv Envelope, 1840.

mean the posta l train  serv ice  and  Its appliances. A  
draw ing hanging upon the w alls show s us the new  
postal tra in  w hich runs every  n ig h t from  K us ton  to  
G lasgow  and A berd een , startin g  a t 8.30, d istribu tin g 
and co lle c t in g  w h ile  ea route, and w ith ou t stopp in g 
the m ail bags from  and fo r  th e  severa l stations It is 
Intended to  serve . T h e  train  is  m ade np  o f  seven 
posta l carriages, each 42 feet long, a n d  o f  tw o  gu ard s ’ 
vans. C om m un ication  Is aontinaons th ron g  b oat five  o f  
t h e «  seven  carriages, so that the sorters oan co m ­
m unicate w ith  eaoh other th rou gh ou t the train.

N ow  le t us turn to  th e  m odel posta l carriages on  ths 
other side o f  the room . T h e n  m odels  are con structed  
on a M ale o f  th ree  Inches to  th e  fo o t , and throu gh  tha 
open  doorw ay s  It la dairy to  see th e ir  in ternal eontteue- 
tion. T h e  tides are lined  w ith  boxes  labelled  w ith  
the nam es o f  tow n s and posta l d lstriota, and 
hare sortin g  goes  on all the n ig h t long, w h ile  
the train  la ru shing on its  w a y  to  the north . 
T he posta l train  is in  Itself a  m arvellous Instrum ent
for econ om izing tim e , and , even  If stops had  to  be 
m ade to  d e liv er  th e  bags m ade up  for  different points  
and  oollact thoaa w hioh oonta insd  m atter fo r  points 

Invefuabl

w h at is n o  donbt^ths m ost in teresting Protore has y e t

s till  fu rth er ahead, f t  w ou ld  b e  esteem ed an 
a d ju n ct  to  th s  ra p id  w ork in g  o f  tha dep a rtm en t 

' ‘  " ig feature hs
B u t

t o b e n o t io e d .  T h is  la th t  a p p a ra ttu fo r  co llectin g  and 
d eliverin g  the le tte r  baga w h ile  tha tra in  Is in m otion .
T h is  sppnratns la sh ow n  in fu ll size, and a  sm all w ork  
Ing m oaol, oonstrueted on  a scala o f  ‘  ', , ____________________________ Inch to the foot,

a lso d isp layed . B rie fly , tha appliances consist o f  a  
1 a  h o o k , or  rap p ort, fo r  t b s  1

is
net and a  h o o k , or  r a p p o r t  fo r  tE s b e g  to  be ca u g h t  
Braids th e  Uns is con stru cted  a  s tou t fram ew ork  o f

hou r, and a t a trial reora tiy  carried  ou t  w ith  all the 
Im proved  appliances a train w as run four mile« in 
3 m inute* 37 seconds and  co llected  fou r packages, ee h 
w eighing 5 5 1 be. In  fa ct i t  Is rare that a bag is n isa-1 
o r  d ropped .

Im provem ents are b e in g  m ode from  tim e to time in 
the details o f  the m echanism  em ployed , the latest 
b e in g  In the con struction  o f  the trod u ctor  w hich 
support* tiro d e liv ery  arm w here the strain  .'Jvrfty 
c o m e s . ' T h e  new est aystem  is being gradu ally ir.tro 
du ced  on  a ll lines in the U nited  K ingdom . A  smell 
m odel b  show n o i the sty le  o f net used for m an y year* 
before  the adoption  o f  the present one. I t  w ill be 
n oticed  that th e  net w ork  o f  ropes wa* to  arranged as 
to  sU oarrih* bag to  fa ll to  the ground. In  w et 
w eather th isriF H  otfeotion abte , and a t all tim e* the 
w ear and tear o f  tn t  h a g  w as greatly increased by 
that cause. T h e  m odern  n e t  doss  n o t  perm it tho 
bags to  ten ch  ths ground . . /

Snob  is, in  hrlef, th s  t r a v e l lW  P °*t office and wav. 
tid e  d e livery  system  o f 1890, a r id  w e m ay very  fitly  
con clude this rev iew  o f  the poets'1)  cd siM f -d f-irffy— '  
y e a n  b y  com paring tha p resen t m ode o f  operations 
w ith  that show n In on e  ot the oolourod prin ts  hanging 
on  the w alls o t  th e  large ga llery  below . T h e  m all, 
coach  is  represen ted  as rattling  through th s  deserted 
streets o t  a  sleeping v illa ge . D aw n se e n »  to  be  ju st  
breaking a long the sk y  line in the d ia tu o e , and  one of 
th e  b o x  parasng e rs is  stretch ing Ms arms and yaw ning 
a fter  the broken d u m ber*  o f  th e  n ig h t  T h s  ooaeh S
ju st p astin g  th s  v illage  p ost  offioe, and tha pnnwn.n 
in  nigh toap  and rob e , is handing ont o f  aa  uppsi 
w in dow  a m eagre-looking poet b a g  to  tha gu ard .
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Old Pillas Boxes.

sch oo l, w han ha first rece ived  a le tter th u s  sealed. 
“ W h a t  does the fellosr m e a n ,"  he excla im ed , “ by  
sending me a  letter lick ed  w ith  his ow n  sp ittle  ! ”

In  the sam e case w h ich  encloses the T reason? 
w arran t referred  to  is a  d iary  o f  S ir  R ow la n d  H ill. 

‘  I t  is  opened a t a  page on  w h ich  appears th e  fo llow in g  
significant e n t r y : “ Jan uary 10. R ose  a t  8.30. 
P enn y postage ex ten ded  to  th e  w h ole  k ingdom  this 
day . \ ery able  articles  on  th e  su b je ct  in  th e  Chron., 
Advertiser, and Globe. ”

T h u s m odestly d id  the orig in ator  o f  th e  penn y post 
record  the accom plishm ent o f  b is  task , but w e can 
im agine that he h od  look ed  forw ard  to  this tenth day 
o f  Jan uary w ith  an em otion  w h ich , if  it  Ends no 
expression  in  h is  d iary , w as  n o t  the leas real and 
intense. Som ething o f  th e  a n xiety  w hich  he m ast 
have fe lt  as to  the ultim ate succevt o f  his schem e, how ­
ever g reat his con fidence, is  shadow ed in th e  preceding 
en try , w h ich  deals w ith  the then recent rapid  increase 
in  the num ber o f  letters  posted  in  the U n ited  K ingdom . 
A n  illu m inated  c o p y  o f  the resolution  presenting the 
freedom  o f  th e  C ity  o f  L on don  to S ir H ow land H ill, 
form s another in teresting o b je c t  in the sam e case.

I t  is con sonant w ith  this Ju b ilee  celebration  that 
very  m uch o f  the docu m en tary and p rin ted  m atter 
em braced  in  the co llection  should bear upon the intro- 
duotion  o f  penny postage, its  Inception, the literature 
o f  th e  su b ject, T reasury and  P ost Office M inutes, R oy a l 
proclam ations, instructions to  officials and servants o f  
the departm en t, and exp lan atory  m atter, o fficia lly 
issued fo r  th e  in form ation  o f  th e  public.

T h e  ourions in  such m atters w ill find in  the several 
cases d evoted  to  this branch o f  the su b ject abundant 
m atter  to  arrest attention  a n d  rew ard  scru tin y . B e­
sides the co llection s  fa m ish e d  b y  the G overnm ent, 
m an y  priva te  possessors o f  cu rious fragm ents bearing 
u pon  tne h istory  o f  the R e form  have sent their posses­
sions to  sw ell the lists o f  exh ib its , and there can be  
no d ou b t b u t th a t the present co lle ct ion  is , a t  least 
in th is  feature, the m ost com plete  that has been, or  
fo r  a  lon g  tim e w ill be, ga th ered  together.

In  th is  con nection  a v ery  fine portra it in o ils  o f  S ir  
R ow la n d  H ill, pa in ted  b y  J . A . V in tn er, shou ld  be  
m entioned. I t  hang« near th e  cen tre  o f  th e  north  w all 
o f  th e  a rt ga llery , A  fine, strong, in te llectu al fa ce  ; 
the head w ell set on  an apparen tly  robu st b od y  ; ju st 
the ty p e  o f  man to carry  a  reform  stu rd ily  and y e t  
w ith  fine forbearance and  patience, th rou gh  to  the 
end, i f  he had set his heart upon i t ; a m an to  m eet 
obstacles  un flinchingly , to  t o m  them  aside g raciou sly , 
i f  possib le , b u t to  t~ m  them  aside effectually. I t  is 
a  gen u inely  E nglish  fsoe  in  featu re and oom plex ion , 
and few  w h o  realize w hat benefits he con ferred  b y  his 
fa r  s igh ted  in tu ition  and ju d gm en t and self-confidence 
and persistence, w ill  pass th is  p ortra it  b y  w ith ou t an 
inw ard  acknow ledgm ent o f  th e  d eb t  w e o w e  him .

£ 93  in  postage. W h a l a com m entary u pon  the system  
w hich  cam e to  an en d  w ith  the a d v en t o f  the devs  
this ju b ilee  ann iversary  so fitly  ce leb ra tes?  T h e  
1,655 letters , w h ich  averaged  less than h a lf an ounoe 
in  w eight, p a id  an average o f  upw ards o f  a  sh illing  
each.

Fashions in  un iform s, i f  n o t  q u ite  so  ephem eral ae 
those w h iah regulate the o rd in a ry  a ttire  o f  civ ilians, 
ev id en tly  change from  tim e to  tim e, and  a  w ater 
oo lou r d ra w in g , e x h ib it in g  e leven  d ifferent sty les  o f  
un iform s fo r  postm en , w il l  b e  scanned w ith  as m uch 
am usem ent as in terest. T h ese  un iform s a ll b e lon g  to  
the last fifty  y e a n , a n d  d o  n o t  represent am ong them  
that n ow  w orn  b y  postm en , so that the average 
du ration  o f  any one s ty le  o f  dress is b u t  little  m ore 
than fou r years. A n oth er , and earlier fash ion , is 
show n in  th e  sk etch  (200 ) o f  th e  postm an (b u t one 
w as requ ired  fo r  th e  w o rk ) o f  N ew ca stle -on -T y n e  In 
1824, w h o  is  represen ted  in  a  ta ll ha t o f  rem arkable 
prop ortion s , and  in  th e  a c t  o f  d e liv erin g  a  le tte r  a t  the 
open d oor  o f  a  residence.

T w o  sm all p ictu res , w h ich  w ill be fou n d  in  the oases, 
illu strate  phases o f  p ost  office w ork in g  th a t a lw ays 
have an a ttra ction  fo r  the p u b lic . One is a  draw in g , 
and represents s ix  gen tlem en  ben d in g  abov e  a  tab le, 
w h ereon  lie  the con ten ts  o f  a  “ dangerous p a rce l”  
in  the R etu rn ed  L etter  O ffice. In  th is  ooee th e  ”  d a n ­
gerous parcel ”  appears to  have con ta in ed  noth in g m ore 
perilous than a co llection  o f  fo rb id d in g  look in g  cru s ­
taceans, w h ich  in v ite  to  b io log ios l a n d , p oss ib ly , to  
p isca tory  studies. P ost office officia ls, w e  m ay p re ­
sum e, are n o t  abov e  en joy in g  the pleasures o f  a  lobster 
salad, even  though the poet is  the fish ing ground. 
M u ch  m ore delectab le , h ow ever,is  th e  v iew  g iv en  us In a 
sm all ph otograph  o f  the “  R etu rn ed  L etter  O ffice L a r­
d er ”  a t C hristm as tim e. H ere  is a  d isp la y  o f  gam e and 
p ou ltry  w h ich  w ou ld  d o  cred it  to  any pou lterer 's  shop . 
W h a t  becom es o f  these returned  d e lica c ies?  and  h ow  
com es is  th a t those fo r  w h om  they w ere  in tended  have 
departed  lik e  an A ra b  w h o  fo ld s  his tents in  th e  n ig h t 
tim e and leaves no draco behind  h im  ?

T h e  om issions, m istakes, and b lu n ders  o f  every  sort 
w h ich  m ake a large p art o f  th e  business o f  th e  returned  
letter o ffice , are o ften  am using as w ell as perp lexing. 
L arge  sum s o f  m oney are frequ en tly  sent under cov er , 
upon w h ich  th e  sender h is  fa iled  to  p a t  any address 
w h atev er. C urious addresses are b y  n o  m eans un ­
com m on, and  the greatest in genuity  is  o ften  d isp layed  
in  decipherin g som e o f  th e  m ore rem arkable specim ens 
o f  ill-spelled  and  ig n ora n tly -w ritten  addresses. W h o , 
fo r  exam ple, b u t a  tra in ed  b on d  a t th e  business w ou ld  
have ever d iscovered  that

2 , 3 A  due E d le  S treet, 
w as rea lly  m eant fo r

2 , T hreadn eedle  s treet,
o r  th a t

hat th e  o le  ok e  O tch ut,
10  B ury ,

s to o d  fo r
T h e  O ld  O ak O rchard ,

T en b u ry .
O ne gen tlem an —o r  co u ld  it  have been  a  la d y  ?— w h o 

w as in  g ra v e  d o u b t  as to  an address, and w as resolved  
n o t  to  be  b au lk ed  by  a n y  lo ck  o f  k n ow ledg e  on  th e  
part o f  th e  P oet O ffice authorities, w ro te  the fo llo w ­
in g  in stru ction s  u p on  th e  e n v e lo p e :

"  F or  a  gentlem an residing m  a  street o a t  o f  Jthe 
------- roa d , L on d on . H e  is a shopkeeper, sells new s­
papers a n d  p eriod ica ls  t o  the tra d e , and supplies 
naw kers a n d  others w ith  ch eap  p rin ts , som e o f  w h ich  
are so ld  b y  m en in  the street. H e  has fo r  years b ou gh t
th e  w a ste  o f  the Illu stra ted ------- , th e ir  prints printed
in co lou rs  p a rticu lar ly . H e  is w e ll know n in  the 
lo ca lity — b e in g  w holesa le. Postm an w ill  ob lig e  i f  he 
can find  this.

T h e  le tter  w as d elivered .
T h ese  cu riosities  o f  the o ffice  lead us b y  a  natural 

con n exion  to  those rem arkable ev id en ces  o f  ch ild lik e  
oon fidenee o f  the a b ility  o f  th e  posta l departm en t to  
furnish  a ll sorts o f  in form a tion , m uch as though it  had 
the p o w e r  o f  om niscience. L on g -lost relatives appear 
to  be , in  th e  m inds o f  som e sim ple  fo lk , a lw ays w ith in  
th e  e y e  o f  the P ostm aster-G enera l and  his su b ord i­
nates, as w itn ess  the fo llo w in g  na ive  requests

"  I  w r ite  to  ask yon  som e in form a tion  abou t persona 
th a t are m issing. I  w a n t t o  find o u t  m y m oth er and 
sisters w h o  ore  in M elbou rn e, in  A u stra lia , i  believe—

Despatches to London District Omets.

In  still other cases arranged  around th e  sides o f  the 
a r t  ga lleries w e  find abu ndant evidence o f  the perils  o f  
the road  in the tim es o f  th e  post cou rier and the m ail 
coach . A  pa ir o f  flin t p isto ls  (4 3 ), carried  b y  the 
gu ard  o f  the m ail coach  running betw een  C lapham  
and Lancaster in  1835 ; a  blunderbuss (48) used b y  a 
gu ard  in a b ou t the yea r 1780, and another (49), 
w h ieh  belongs to  a  m uch later tim e, 1830, are fair 
specim ens o f  th e  un couth  w eapons w ith  w hich  the 
carriers  o f  the R oya l m alls  occasion a lly  h sd  to  figh t 
th e ir  w a y  o v e r  lon ely  m oors and a long forest roads, to  
th e  n o  sm all p tr il  and  d iscom fiture o f  their pessen- 
gers. E ven  n ow  the guards to  parcel coaches 
req u ire  to  be  w ell a rm ed , as w itness th e  revolver (50) 
an a  th e  sw ord -bayon et (5 1 ), w h ich  form  th e  defensive 
w eapon s o f  to  day . C om paring this m odern  sw ord- 
b ay on et  w ith  the out lass (45) used b y  a  m ail coach  
gu ard  In 1800, w e  are able to  say that, though  hum anity 
Is still u n parged  o f  its dangerous c iss ie s , w e are able 
t o  arm  ou r  p rotector«  ra ther m ore e fficien tly  than ou r 
ancestors 00 y e a n  ago. A  cu rious surv iva l from  a th e ft  
perpetrated  u pon  a  p oet-boy  running betw een  S e lb y  
and  Y o r k , w h ioh  occu rred  in 1708, Is th e  m ail-bag 
(158) o f  w h ioh  h e  w as robbed . I t  w as fou n d  in 1876, 
h id d en  aw ay  In the roo f o f  an o ld  pub lic-house , w hen 
th e  U tter  w as  pu lled  d ow n  to  m ake room  fo r  im p rove ­
m ents. One w ou ld  lik e  to  d ow er that o ld  leather bag 
w ith  a t o n n e  and  oth er voool organs, and g e l  its  story . 
A s  an ev id en ce  o f  spec ia lly  perilous tim es, w e  are 
show n an u g ly -look in g  b lu d geon  o r  b a ton , euch as

i f  you  w ou ld  find them  ou t fo r  m e please le t me kn ow  
b y  retu rn  o f  p oet, and a lso you r ch arge  a t  the low est."

“  W e  heard in the pa p er abou t 12 or  14 m onths 
book  M a ry  A n n ------- , tn e  servant g ir l a t London was
dead . P lease send it  t o  the P rinter’s  office b y  return 
o f  post, w h eth er there  w as a  sm all fortun s le ft  
fo r  ------- ”

O thers appear to  h a ve  regarded th e  post-office  as a 
general in q u iry  or  d etection  departm ent. A n d  am ong 
letters  askin g fo r  in form ation  o f  th is  sort the follow - 

be  c ited  as a  fa ir  illustration  : “  I  have justing m ay 1
hearing o f 3  m en that w as drow n ed  abou t 0 

m onths ago. I  hear th ere  w as one o f  the m en w en t under
the nam e o f  J oh n ------- . C ould the m anager o f  the
office g iv e  any particu lars about th a t m an ,-------w hat
he w as lik e , o r  u  there  w as such a  nam e, o r  if  he had 
any frien d . H e  ju st  w en t am lading abou t that tim e. 
I  here enclose a stam p and address to ------- Ac.

O f the attem pts m ade b y  the unscrupulous to  d e ­
fraud  th e  Past-O ffice in on e w a y  o r  another volum es 
m ig h t be  w r itten , b u t  the m ost curious o f  those 
attem pts are  those w h ich  seek to  a vo id  the paym ent 
o f  p rop er  charges fo r  articles o f  value b y  oonceallng 
them  In  the fo ld s  o f  new spapers, book s, and the 
lik e . L oose g o ld  p ieces are occasionally  foun d  thus
enclosed  in a new spaper, or  a  hole  is cu t  in  the leaves 
o f  a  b o o k , valuable jew ellery  inserted  therein, and
then i
v ig ilan ce  o f  the O ffice. Perhaps 
open le tte r  ever sent w as a five-poun d n ote, sim ply

n t fo r  a  sm allerete, in  the h op e  o f  escaping ths 
* • tne m ost valuable

d iv id a o ls  w ith  real or  fancied  grievances, 
n o  one hears o f  outside the departm en t. T h ey  are 
neither fe w  n or alw ays fram ed in very  courteous 
form , h o w e v e r . One or tw o specim ens o f  th is  class ore  
w orth  g iv in g  as samples. One in d iv idu a l, w h o  seems to  
have h o d  a  previous tussle w ith  the authorities, 
w rote

“  I  g o t  n o  redress before, b u t  I  tru st I  shall on  
this occasion  ; o r  else there must be  som ething rotten 
in  the S ta te  o f  Denmark. Judas Is ca r io t  w as a th* f ,

authorities have no other genuine basis than in  the 
fancies or  vagrant hum ours o f those w h o  m ake them . 
A  capital illu stra tion  o f  th is  trn th  is  a fforded  in  the 
account g iven  b y  M r. A n th on y  T ro llo p e  o f  a  b it  o f  
his ow n  experien ce. T h e  com pla in t cam e from  a 
gentlem an in  C ou n ty  C avan , w h o con ce iv ed  h im self, 
to  ju d ge  b y  h is  letters , m ost grievou sly  in ju red  b y  
some posta l arrangem ent. T ro llop e  w as sent to  have 
a personal in terv iew  and  appease th e  o ld  gentlem an 's 
w rath , if  possib le . H e  a rrived  at th e  squ ire 's  cou n try

Stampino by Hand

Pasckl Sostino.

by " Pierson Hill” Machina.

and carried  the bag , and it  w ill  be a p i t y ___1 _ 0 ___ _
scandal i f  he has fou n d  a successor in  som e bn n ch  o f 
the P ost O ffioe ."

A n d  a n oth er show s a v ery  Inflam ed state f f  m ind 
on  th e  su b je ct  o f  a  bu llfin ch  :

M N o t  h a v in g  rece iv ed  the live  bullfinch  
b y  y on  as havin g a rr iv ed  a t th e  R etu rn ed  Lett 
tw o days a g o , h av in g  been posted  as a le tter  ( 
to  the regulations o f  the postal system , I  n ow  
ask y ou  to  h a ve  th e  b ird  fed , and forw arded  y t  once

tioned
Office
trary
ce to

a a j  eu n tin g  car, w e t  through and ch illed  to  th e  bone, 
rill le t  M r . T ro llop e  describe h is  reception  in his

Seaton _  _ _
W e  «rill le t  MrT T ro llop e  describe h is  reception  in  his 
ow n  w ord s  : “  I  w as adm itted by  a bu tle r , b u t the gen 
tleman h im self hurried  in to  the hall. I  a t onoe began  
to  explain  m y  business« * G od  b less m e t '  b e  so ld , 
* you  are w e t  throu gh . J o h n , g e t  M r. T ro llop e  som e 
brandy and  w ater— v ery  h o t ! '  I  w as begin n in g m y 
story abou t the post again , w h en  b e  h im self took  o ff  
m y coat, and suggested that I  should go up to m y bed-  
room before l  troubled m yself with business.

T R E L O A R 'S
CHEVIOT
Are made and kept in Stock in the following Sizes, in all Colourings,

ALL WOOL, FRINGED, AND BORDERED ;—

9 it.
Size. Puiez.

0 in. by 7 ft. 0 in. . . . s e e  se e see £1 1 0
9 ft. 3 in. „ 8 ft. 3 in. . » I 5 6

10 ft. 3 in. „ 8 ft. 3 in. ::: ............ . . . 1 8 0
10 ft. 9 in. „ 9 ft. 9 in. . . . 1 16 6
11 ft. 3 in. „ 8 ft. 3 in. .. see ............ 1 14 0
11 ft. 9 in. „ 9 ft. 9 in. . . . 1. 18 0
12 ft. 9 in. „ 9 ft. 9 in. * - **» ... ............ ... 2 2 0
12 ft. 9 in. „ 11 ft. 3 in. •. . . . 2 8 0
13 ft. 3 in. „ 11 ft. 3 in. .. . . . 2 10 0
14 ft. 3 in. „ 11 ft. 3 in. .. se e ... ... ... 2 14 0

And in otl er sizes. ALL WOOL.
AVO ID  IV IT A T IO N 8 IE W IT H A  M IX TU R E OF COTTON.

The Q Ü E E N  ta y » :— "  The writer o f  i 
finding them wear and I

i note had a  gear'» experience o f  Cheviot Carpet», and 
o i  welt, ha» every real on to he talufied.”

CHEVIOT CARPETS
C A N  B E  O B T A I N E D  O N L Y  F R O M

? R £ L O A  R  «SC S O N S
68, 69, & 70, LffDGATE HILL, LONDON.

A  C a ta lo g u e  o f  all the b e s t  F lo o r  C o v e r in g s  p o s t  free .

ESTABLISHED 1832. ELEVEN PRIZE MEDALS.

"  th s  Best vessel
em p loyed  In th s  C on tra ct M all S erv ice  to  the P sn ln - 
« “ U r p orts  in 1837. She was a  pa d d le -w h ee l steam er, 
and  h er  d im en sions w ere  74 f t  3  In . by  16 I t  I  la . b ,  
8 f t  i  in ., w ith  a tonnage o f  208 , and d evelop in g  60

e v a w iu w n  a n  m o s t )  o i  «HO irelOncl, CDS 
C ity  o f  D u blin  C om p an y 's  R o y a l M all steam er, b u ilt  
b y  M essrs. L aird  B roth er», a n d  o n e  o f  the *• S oo tfa ,” 
b e lon g in g  to  the B ritish  and N o r th  A m erica  R o y a l 
M all S team  P a ck et C om pan y. F rom  the S outh  K en  
alngton M useum  com es  a w ork in g  m od el o f  C rom p ton ’s 
engine a n d  a beau tifu l m odel o f  the m erin o  steam  
boiler . A  very  ca riou s  m odel is  th a t  o f  a R e d  Sea 
D h ow , fro m  th e  sam e co llection .

A scen d in g  now  to  th e  sm aller ga lleries , sou th  o f  the 
m ain p lo tu ra  g a lle ry , w e  6 n d  som e o f  th e  m oat 
in teresting exh ib its  o f  the co lle ct ion . T h e  larger tent 
Illustrates the A rm y  P oet O ffice, and th is  te n t , w ith  
m ost o f  Its oon teu tf, is  n true vetera n , h av in g  seen 
actual se rv ice  In th e  6 e ld  In th e  last E gyptian  cam ­
pa ign . H e re  are sortin g  boxes a n d  all the a p p lia n ce ., 
th ou gh  o n  a noceoaarily sm all sea ls , fo r  ca rry in g  on  
HWtal operation s  in  th e  fitld . I t  m ay  n ot be gen era lly  

.m ow n  th a t an A rm y  P ost  Offioe C orp s  w as established 
in 1884, constating o f  se lected  sorters  and postm an, w h o 
are tra in ed  m em bers o f  the P o e t  O ffioe R ifle V o lu n teer
R eg im en t, and th is  oorps served’ In th iT & jy ptla n  and 
Saaklm  C am paigns in  1884, p erfo rm in g  their w o rk  to  
the en tire  satisfaction  b oth  o f  th s  m ilitary  authoritiesDfKaa Th___ 1___ l.and  th e  P o e t  Offioe D epartm ent.

B etid es  th i i  v ery  m odern  d eve lop m en t o f  th e  posta l
ifVIAA f i t  n  nuMH warm a »  ■ £  1— _ 1_____-  » -  » _

------- ----- ---/  —-MV.U UCVDiUJIUlgilk Ui bile pUBM
serv ice , th e  room  w e  ore  n ow  in  i t  o lm oet en tire ly  
d e v o ted  to  e xem p lify in g  In m od els , p ictures, a n d  fu ff- 
size structures, th e  h igh est a d va n ce  h i th e  d ire ct ion  ol

in  m od ele , i
— --------------------1 — —O~ost a d va n ce  Li W K u
saving tim e  in the d istrib u tion  o f  posta l matters W i

lin e . T h is  is  furnished  w ith  d e liv ery  arm s, the 
cou n terp art o f  those u sed  in  th e  posta l cars. 
N ets  su p p orted  b y  Iron fram es s to u tly  secured t o  the 
s id e  o f  the ca rriage  are th row n  o u t  as th e  d e liv ery  
s ta tion  is  approached  and  th e  suspended ban« are 
ca u g h t, d etoon ed  b y  the con cu ssion , a n d  sa fe ly  landed  
in  th e  n et, w h en ce  th e y  aré  rem ov ed , open ed , and 
th e ir  con ten ts  arranged , so rted , fresh  m ail Dags m ade 
u p . and  t o  th e  operation  continues u n til th e  jou rn ey 's  
en d  is  reach ed  and the last bags despatched  to  th eir 
d estin a tion . T h is  m echanica l co lle ct ion  and d e liv ery  
ca n  b e  sa fe ly  m ade a t a n y  speed  u p  to  75 m iles an

T h k  M u l r k a d y  Envelope, 1840.

m ean th e  posta l tra in  serv ice  and its  appliances. A  
d ra w in g  hanging u p on  the w a lls  show s us th e  new  
posta l train  w hich  ru ns e v e ry  n ig h t from  E aston  to  
G la sgow  and A berd een , s ta rtin g  a t  8.30, d istrib u tin g  
and co lle c t in g  w h ile  en route, and  w ith ou t s top p in g  
the m ail bags from  a n d  fo r  th e  eeveral s ta tion s  i t  is 
in ten d ed  to  serve . T h e  tra in  is  m ode u p  o f  seven 
posta l carriages, each  42 fee t lon g , and o f tw o  gu ard s ’ 
vans. C om m un ication  is  oontiauoua  th rou gh ou t five o f  
these seven  carriages, so  th a t the sorters ngn co m ­
m u n ica te  w ith  each oth er th rou g h ou t the train .

N o w  le t  us turn t o  the m od el posta l carriages on  th s  
o th er  r id e  o f  the room . T h ese  m odels  are con stru cted  
on  a sca le o f  th ree  inch es to  th e  fo o t , and th rou gh  the 
op en  doorw ay s  It  is  easy to  see th e ir  internal con stru c­
tion. T h e  rides are lin ed  w ith  boxes la be lled  w ith  
the nam es o f  tow n s and posta l d istr ic ts , and 
here sortin g  g o e s  on  a ll th e  night lon g , w h ile  
th e  tra in  is ru sh in g on  its  w a y  to  th e  north . 
T h e  p oeto l train is  in  itse lf a  m arvellous instrum ent 
fo r  econ om izing tim e , an d , even  i f  stop« had  to  be 
m ade t o  d e liver  the bags m ade u p  for d ifferent points  
and  co lle c t  those w h icn  con ta in ed  m atter fo r  points 
s till fu rth er ahead, it  w ou ld  b e  esteem ed an invaluable 
a d ju n ct  to  the ra p id  w ork in g  o f  th e  departm en t. B u t 
w h a t is  n o  d ou b t the m ost in terestin g  fea tu re  has y e t  
to  be  n o tice d . T h is  Is the apparatu s  for co lle ct in g  and 
d e liv er in g  the le tte r  bags w h ile  th e  train is  in  m otion . 
T h is  apparatus is sh ow n  in  fu ll  s ize, and a sm all w o rk ­
in g  m od e l, oonstruoted  on  a sca le o f  one in ch  to  th e  foot, 
is  a lso  disp layed . B rie fly , th e  appliances con sist o f  a 
n et a n d  a  nook , o r  support, fo r  tne bag to  be  caught. 
B eside th e  line is  con stru cted  a  s tou t  fra m ew ork  o f

h o u r , and a t  a tria l re cen tly  ca rr ied  ou t w ith all the 
im p ro v e d  appliances a  train  w as ru r  four m ile« in 
3  m in u tes 37 seconds a n d  co lle cted  fo u r  packages, ea< h 
w e ig h in g  55 lbs. In  fa c t  i t  is rare  th a t  a bag is inisvl 
o r  d rop p ed .

Im provem en ts are b e in g  m ade from  tim e to  tim e in 
th e  d eta ils  o f  the m echanism  em p loyed , the latest 
b e in g  in  the con stru ction  o f  th e  tra d o cto r  w hich 
su p p ort«  th e  d e liv ery  arm  w h ere  th e  strain  t'Juefly 
com es. * T h e  new est system  is b e in g  grad u a lly  uvtro 
d u ced  on  a ll lines in  the U n ited  K in g d om . A small 
m o d e l f»B sh ow n  of the s ty le  o f  n et used for m an y years 
b e fo re  the adoption  o f  th e  present one. I t  w ill be 
n o tice d  th a t the n et w ork  o f  ropes w as so  arranged is  
to  a llow  bag to  fa ll t o  the grou n d . In w et 
w ea th er th is  ob je c tion a b le , and  a t  all tim es the 
w ea r and  tear o f  the b ag  w as greatly  increased by 
th a t  cause. T he mode*.u n et d oes  n o t  perm it the 
bags to  tou ch  the grou n d . >

S u ch  is , In b rie f, th e  tra v e llin g  p o st  office and way- 
r id e  d e liv ery  system  o f  1890, atiu  w o  m ay very fitly  
con clu d e  th is  rev iew  o f  the posta l vgftCff-or'Sfty-
yea rs  b y  com  paring th e  p resen t m od e  o f  operations 
w ith  that show n in one o f  th e  co lou red  prints hanging 
o n  the w a lls  o f  the large ga llery  b elow . T h e  m ail, 
coa ch  Is represented as ra ttlin g  throu gh  the deserted 
s treet«  o f  a s leep ing v illa ge . D aw n seems to  be  ju st  
b rea k in g  a lon g  the sk y  line  in th e  d istance, and on e  o f  
th e  b o x  passengers is stretch in g  his arm s and ya w n in g  
a fte r  the b rok en  slum bers o f  the n ig h t  T h e  coach  is 
ju s t  passing th e  village p ost  offioe, and the postm an, 
in  n ig h tca p  and robe, is ban d in g ou t  o f  an upper 
w in d ow  a  m eagre-look in g  p ost  b ag  to  the guard.

JOHN S. FITTER and SON,
ENGLISH AND COLONIALMEAT SALESMEN,

8, 9, and 15, GRAND AVENUE,
LEADENHALL MARKET.

F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  A T  W E S T  E N D  D A I L Y .

COUNTRY ORDERS PRO M PTLY ATTENDED TO.

Parcel# delivered by Carter, Patiereon, and Co., at reduced ratei. 

L I S T  O F  P R I C E S  O N  A P P L I C A T I O N .  

T E R M S — C A S H  O R  R E F E R E N C E .

E X H I B I T O R S  O F  T H E  F I N E S T

N EW  ZEALAN D
MUTTON AND LAMB

A T 4 EXHI BI TI ONS.

H e a lt h e r ie s ............... 1884
C olon ian  and Indian 1883
L iverpool ..............
N ew castle-on -T yne .

1880
1887

BEST ENGLISH, SCOTCH, AND AMERICAN BEEF.

BEST ENGLISH, SCOTCH, AND NEW ZEALAND MUTTON.

L oodou  : Fruited sod  Publiihed b j  W . B . e sd  L. Co l l ih o u d o e , at the O ffio te l the ClTT P a n # , 148 s o d  149, AlderegaW-rtreet, E .C .—N o. 2,360. Saturday, M a j 17th, 1890.
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to------; end to apply for all fines and expenses
to--------- . If this is not done, and 1 do not reoeive
the bird by the end of the week, I  shall write to the 
Postmaster-General, who is a very intimate friend of 
my father, and ask him to see that measures are 
taken against you for neglect This is not an idle 
threat, so yon will oblige by following the above 
instructions. ’’

Undoubtedly a very large proportion of the com­
plaints whioh are addressed to the Post Office

" '  Bed-room 1 ’ I exolaimed. Then he assured me 
that he would not turn a dog out on such a night as 
that, and into a bed-room I was shown, having first 
drunk the brandv-and-water standing at the draw­
ing-room fire. When I came down I was introduced 
to his daughter, and the three of us went 
into dfnner. I  shall never forget his righteous 
indignation when I again brought up the postal 
question on the departure of the young lady. Was I 
such a Goth as to contaminate wine with business I 
So I drank my wine, and then heard the young lady 
sing, while her father slept in his arm-chair. I spent 
a very pleasant evening, but my host was too sleepy 
to hear anything about the Post Offioe that night. 
It was absolutely necessary that I should go 
away the next morning after breakfast, and I 
explained that the matter must be discussed then. He 
shook his bead and wrung his hands in unmistakeable 
disgust—almost in despair. ‘ But what am I to say in 
my report?’ I  asked. ‘ Anything you please/he 
said. * Don’t spare me if you want an excuse for 
yourself. Here I sit all day, with nothing to do, and 
I like writing letters !1 I  did report that he was now 
quite satisfied with the postal arrangements of the 
district; and I felt a soft regret that I should have 
robbed my friend of his occupation.’ ’

Scattered throughout the larger gallery and in the 
two small rooms reached by the stairs, are numerous 
models of mail steamers, some of great size, and all 
most beautifully made and finished. The largest of 
all the models is that of the “  Umbria ” and “  Etruria,” 
of the Cunard Line, which stands in +>■« —‘ 
to the Guildhall

iror and wood, and this supports a network of rope 
strengthened with chains. A wrought-iron frame 
attached to the side of the railway carriage supports 
a traductor and a delivery arm. The stout mail-bag, 
filled with its complement of letters, is hung upon the 
delivery arm, and, as the train flies past the network 
we have already described, the bag is unhooked by the 
contact, tumbles into the net,whence it is removed, and 
taken to the local poet-office. The delivery arm is 
then automatically returned to an upright position. 
The operation thus described is exactly reversed in 
the prooess of collecting the mail bags. An
iron standard is erected by the side of the

„ „ O  „  w m g  - i  P »  -H *  H

- z £ s \  a 3 H s n a v i s 3
t It® J° on3oie;vo V

VI ‘OL V ‘69  ‘89

3Irt
n3

0  3 3  NVDL> a a  » -

O I A 5 E H O
put) JOMl Btltpuif

i jo Mìyun sfim N3SÌ1Ò >U
y h  s-M oiL V xm i a io A v
fto m  p a y  
•• -m E *IJ II 
•• ‘Ut g ’l i  I I  
*• -ut fi «  I l  
-  ’ai 6 ‘ « 6  
* 'tu  c. I l  6 

•nt fi ' ! }  fi 
•nt 6 ‘l i  G 
•ut fi ‘ l i  8 
•ni fi •!} 8 
•ni 0  ‘II L

N>

U>

N>

<1
II
II
II
li
II
il

1/1

•nt fi "U h i  
•Ut fi ‘ l i  E t 
•tn 6 ‘ I l  ZI 
•ut 6 U  SI 
•ut 6 IJ I I  
nt fi " U H  
*tn 6 01
•ut fi •!} 01 
•nt fi •!} 6 

Aq -nt o *U 6 
•uzts

a i  ‘ n o o A L  m v

p o is  Ul PU1B 9pisUi 0JV

. 0 I A 3 H 3
I H A

<Ilon,  p - * ? »  • . r t j r Z ’ J T S S l i
«11 Biqdeote p  adoq\ ^  “ . „ „ « a 'qooq  e jo
pmi *jad«dsM»u e ni pow>low»
eeaeei oqq ^  /  ^  «.asid pio* eeooq ’» W
« « D  ptmoj * ^ 0£ ™ ^ ” eiT  »  sp joj aqq m  u » q i  
9q , ptm ‘“ S ^ ^ z o i S s W  aedoad ,o
Bufieoonoo Aq onpiA jo  s i  Ito® * «d m »? !*
Stym ied eq i ptoav to V *  «P W * S ^ e q *  ,qffim 

seum pa aemorn. m  A .p W t o t a B W «  « D  IO

» ^ “ ^óoe^gm wH ue »u»m  sent ‘Pm W  itr*
•auiti tvq i in , ° ^ L S i  s e *  aaaqt n  ao *eqn 0,1
P ,q  ®q 11 « Z n  saupiDWvd A «  oa!»  «>® °l*q ------ ‘wsm »uqt inoq J0 etnea eqi
eq* jo  aeBeuera « D  ejon saeaqt "oBe sq»uomaapun (tuo* nam oqq jo  ouo « s i  eaeq? aeoq \ ^
6 ?r , r r » p  ~  w  — , ; . * g s « * 3
,snf »Auq I 10} auinw «tolto 

aaou°J *q i n̂ o e , e p  ao Aaiubm I«aaua8
gnome ptry inamqjeaop uoje + r  jeod de  saoqiO 
e se oo® o-ieod aqi pepaeBea oAeq to aw aae

_ „ m  eaoqi aetooqaa *^sod jo  
U »! *on ijo i  Ì J ^ . ^ r e q , ^  «  puae eìrsoid ?*>V 
uatnaa Aq a n y  AaeW *>equopuoq «e lai» ^ a e s ^  q
«qinoui y i ao CI ,n0<l f  _ _  „n e  *isod io  naniej Aq 

Mouq eui tol

S o , .  «IW » I’ “ - “ 1»’ 0 S S

s J P J S n (S l

Sjeqo auoA o s p  —~z e  •
q d e m  aoj quo utaqi pny p in o *  noA n

saouJO 0£>ia*sia «oasoq ox Bxnoxvjfwa

• ■ S L - i g r .  a r ^ u s

ano n eq i Affn e p g e  n i ^ e 8 a u d a n  im » «
eiqe aae e »  ‘ saeteio «nweaney ■» # y ( mpaenB

if- 5SS?
qoeoo n«™  • ^  .¿ ,p -o Ì  io  su odeo*

OAiBuajap aqq nuoj qopi»  iw ^ e q  to aambaa

= s

W «  « =
%  ?a
e62ì V f f J W T R S

S ^ S r S s r s s K S S i r

apaeMaoi pue ‘poj patq eqt *Aeq o\ » M » «  
on l ‘ uitosAe leqeod eqt j o  »uopeù^oa aqi to
enei «  se paqsod ua^l SutAeq ‘o8e i l i p « »  
n  JL o a m e S ^ JfV  paAiaae8^AeqsenoA Aq

qcuyn̂q fe­
™ ’  ■""•„SSTmS V
sino» ut aosseoons e ptmoj eeq eq J1 
™ T i d ^ « i  n i -  « p t n i ‘ »® q ® q ip * H «> p ™

ASI OKIiMWS

—eaejieq 1 ‘« j r ^ T  «I ‘•«uoqpR  
- ut Am SU“ pny

le a e o q js e a to «?  
**-----~t eae ?eqq

sqsanbaa «A» eqs

m
■ -I, - o . »

SI «  • A n « ^ ^ ? l l r ,_ r 7 ,i  . r-a-^M inan aatoessap

te

e
te
l
1
i
I





evening a conversazione will be held at 
the Guildhall, In celebration of the Penny 
postage Jubilee, exactly 'half-a-contury having 
elapsed since the Legislature and Government of 
th iacountiy adopted Mr. Rowland Hull’s 
scheme for delivering letters in any part of the 
United Kingdom at a uniform postal rate of one 
penny. During the celebration of this memo­
rable anniversary, which will be continued 
to-morrow and Monday, the ancient palace 
of our Municipality will be in part converted 
for the nonce into a working post office, 
affording all the latest facilities of postal and 
telegraphic communication to any one who may 
desire to avail himself of them. From the 
establishment organised in the north-west corner 
of the venerable hall—which will for the three 
days of the Jubilee fêtes bear, the title of 
"T h e  Guildhall Poet Office”—it will be poo- 
sible to despatch letters, telegrams, and post­
cards to any part of the world. A t this tempo« 
raiy district office all the branches of the postal 
system will be practically illustrated by the actual 
transaction of business, including the sale of 
stamps and post-cards, the issue of money orders, 
life assurance policies, and savings-bank deposit, 
books, and, we believe, the expedition of news­
papers and parcels, as well as of ordinary corre­
spondence. A  special post-card, purchasable 
singly or in packets, has been prepared for 
the occasion, and may be posted “  on the pre­
mises.”  Large mail vehicles, of the newest 
approved pattern, will stand duly horsed, with 
lamps alight, in and near Guildhall-yard. The 
Royal Mail parcel coach will leave Guildhall for 
Brighton at nine p.m., carrying mails made np 
in the hall itself. Postmen and telegraph boys 
in full uniform will line either side of the corridor 
leading from the chief entrance to the stately 
banqusting-room, in which some five hundred ex­
hibits will be displayed, exemplifying the various 
developments that have accrued in the Post Office 
Department during the past fifty years. Thees 
developments will be described and explained in a 
“  catalogue raisonné ”  specially prepared for the 
use of the Committee’s guests, and attached to  a 
pamphlet containing a popular account—his to- 
rical and statistical—o f the Department. The 
objects in question, practically constituting a 

. “ Post Office Exhibition,”  organised under official 
• auspices, will be inspected this evening by the 
' Prince of Wales, who will also be present at a 
concert given by the Poet Office Choir. It is an­
nounced that musical entertainments of a similar 
character will figure conspicuously among the 
attractions of the Penny Postage Jubilee celebra­
tions during the afternoons and evenings of to­
morrow and Monday next. .73

The achievement thus receiving public com­
memoration at the Guildhall was one of the 
most important and useful reforms ever effected 
by human ingenuity and national enterprise. 
Its results have been productive of incalculable 
benefits, not only to the inhabitants of the 
country in which penny postage took its rise, 
but to mankind at large. At the time of Queen 
V ictoria's accession to  the throne, shortly after 
which Rowland Hill published his memorable 
pamphlet on “ PostOffice Reform,”  no precise 
account existed of the number of letters an­
nually transmitted through the General Port 
Office. From the data o f the London district 
post, however, and from the returns of sums col­
lected for postage, it was roughly estimated that 
about ninety-six millions of letters—over seven 
millions of which were “  franks,”  delivered free 
of charge—had been ported d lying the previous 
yei t , 1830, with a profit to the'State Exchequer 
of nearly sixteen hundred thousand pounds ster­
ling, U*» total cost o f management and distribu­
tion haing a trifle under seven hundred thousand 
pounds. The net revenue derived from this 
branch of the pubiio service had then been prac­
tically stationary for toms twenty-two years, its 
amount, indeed, in 1815 exceeding that of 18S6 
by two thousand and odd pounds. At the latter 
data the rates of postage imposed beyond the 
limits of the London district varied between four- 
pence and one shilling and sjghtpence far a single 
totter written upon one piece of paper not ex-
-eseding an ounce in weight, the addition of a 
second sheet of paper or an enclosure, however 
small—such ss a ticket or visiting-card—consti­
tuting a double letter. The single letter, if at all 
exceeding an ounce in weight, was charged with 
fourfold postage, and the average impoat upon in­
land General Post letters amounted to ninepence 
a-piece. These charges were prohibitive to  the 
poor, as far as epistolary correspondence was con­
cerned, and vexatiously restrictive to the lower 
middle classes. Franks—that is to say, signatures 
of Members of Parliament and official personages 
entitled t o  enjoy exemption from postal charges 
on the condition of inscribing their autographs on 
the badtgof their lettera-woro oagerly sought for

by persons who deemed it no wrong to  detraua 
the revenue, and a large traffic—at once dishonest 
and demoralising—was carried on in theso privi­
leged endorsements. Travellers by stage-coach to 
remote provincial towns were pestered by their 
friendB, acquaintances, and dependents to carry 
and deliver London letters, and vice verstl, thus 
evading the statutory postage-payments. A t 
that time the conveyance of a letter—to Edin­
burgh, let us say—vhileoccupying at least forty- 
six hours, cost twenty-five per cent, more than 
the fee at present demanded for transmitting a 
telegram to  tho Scottish capital in four or five 
minutas. Rowland Hill’s proposal to obviate 
all these inconveniences and malpractices by re­
ducing the primary charge for distribution of 
letters in every post town of the United King­
dom to one penny per half-ounce, and to issue! 
stamped covers at a price including that postage 
— thus collected in advance of delivery—was re­
ceived by the trading community, and even by the 
general public, with great favour. The chief Post 
Office functionaries denounced it as ruinous, and 
held it up to ridicule as visionary. Speaking on 
the subject of Hill’s scheme, from his place 
in the House of Peers, Lord Lichfield, then 
Postmaster-General, deemed himself justified in 
applying to it the terms “  absurd and imprac­
ticable.”  Its adoption was, nevertheless, strongly 
recommended by a Select Committee of the Lower 
House, and was carried by a large majority dur­
ing the following Parliamentary Session. lU »

In January, 1840, the uniform penny rate 
came into operation throughout these islands, 
and Parliamentary franking was abolished. Four 
months later adhesive postage stamps, the in­
vention of Mr. James Chalmers, a Dundee 
printer, were introduced, and found so ready a 
sale that supply was at first unable to meet the 
demand. It is an interesting fact that of these 
“ labels” —which were not sepérable by per­
foration until 1853— over fifty thousand mil­
lions have been printed and issued in this country 
alone between May 1,1840, and the present time. 
"Within ten years of the birth of penny postage 
the number of letters annually delivered by “  the 
Department”  had considerably more than tripled 
itself, and is now estimated, we believe, at be­
tween sixteen and seventeen hundred millions—  
exclusive of postcards, book-packets, and news­
papers, to the number of some six hundred addi­
tional millions—for the current year. The General 
Poet Office, under its present system of organisa­
tion, employs over a hundred thousand persons, 
twenty-two thousand of whom are females, and 
has about seventeen thousand poet offices under 
its control; it has, moreover, established a like 
number of street and road “ receiving-boxes,”  
including the scarlet pillars that adorn our 
thoroughfares in convenient profusion. In its 
capacity as a savings-bank, it is the custodian of 
some fifty millions of public money, yielding an 
income of a million and a quarter sterling, chiefly 
to  the operative classes, in whom the virtue of 
thrift has been greatly encouraged and stimulated 
by this admirable institution. It does an enor­
mous business in money orders and postal orders, 
receiving and paying over thirty millions of pounds 
per annum. For more than twenty years it has 
exercised the exclusive right of public telegraphy 
in the United Kingdom, and within that period 
has reduced the charges of transmission to less 
than a third of their former rates, doubled the 
number of telegraph offices, and more than 
quadrupled that of the messages carried over its 
wires. These developments, may f y l y  be said I 
to  have grown out of Rowland Hill’s penny | 
postage, which itself, by. fasiktatiog s m y  sort) 
of communication connected with business, 
has imparted an extraordinary stimulus to 
♦Jw transactions of oommeree, with infinite 
advantage to  the industry and surprising incre­
ments to  the general revenue of this countfy. 
I t  is to be hoped that Englishmen of the present 
generation who may participate in the “  Penny 
Postage Jubilee Celebration ”  at Guildhall will 
accord due meed of grateful remembrance to the 
eminent patriot and distinguished public servant, 
in recognition of whose unparalleled services Mr. 
G la d st o n e , a few months before he left the Post 
Office, wrote the following generous words: “  He 
Stands pre-eminent and alone among all the mem­

i of the Civil Service ss a  benefactor to the

The inland penny post has become so thorongbly 
familiar to us, it plays so essential a part in the 
transactions of every-day life, that it is not easy 
to realize in imagination the state of things that 
existed before its establishment or that would now 
follow from its loss. We have almost come to 
regard it as working by a natural law, as certain 
in its operation as that which regulates the 
order of the seasons or the alternations -of 
day and night. The Guildhall Postal Jubilee 
of last week reminds us of what com­
paratively recent growth it has in point of 
fact been. If we turn back in thought for a little 
more than a bare fifty years, we find ourselves at a 
time when the inland penny post was unknown in 
use, and was no more as yet than an untried pro­
ject mistrusted and condemned in advance by the 
Post Office official staff. It is well, as 
they are now acknowledging, that this un­
favourable judgment and these gloomy fore­
bodings were not suffered to prevail. The 
scheme was tried, and, as thoy themselves aro 
foremost in demonstrating, it has been more than 
justified by the event. In old days, with an 
average postal charge of 9d. for inland letters, 
there were some 76,000,000 letters and packets 
passing through the Post Office in tho course 
of the year. The number has now risen to 
more than two thousand million, and the net 
revenue of the office has increased at the same 
time to considerably more than double what it was 
previously. It seemed indeed for awhile as if the 
prophets of evil had been in the right. The 
head acting administrator of the Office, Colonel 
M aberly, in his evidence before the Postal Com­
mittee of 1843, referred with unshaken confidence 
to the verdict which he had pronounced before 
the new scheme was tried, and declared that after 
the first week of trial it had become evident to 
him that it must fail. So things went on for a 
time, the business of the Post Office steadily 
increasing year after year, until at length it bad 
reached dimensions which put the enemies of 
the new system to silence, and drove them finally
into the opposite camp. 15

The establishment of the inland penny pest 
was not the only important change started in 
1840. The use of stamped covers and envelopes 
had been of somewhat earlier date. It was not 
until May 1, 1840, that adhesive stamps were 
introduced. The demand for these was at once 
so great that the stamp office was unable to meet 
it, and they have kept their place since in general 
favour. Very different was tho fate of tho Mcl-  
iilady envelope, with its curious allegorical de­
sign, which was introduced at the same time. 
For the first day or two this sold well, but the 
sale soon fell off, and before long came almost to 
an end. The refusal of the public to purchase it 
was so complete as, in Km Rowland Hill’ s 
words, to necessitate the destruction of nearly 
all the vast number prepared for issue. The 
M clbeady envelope has had its revenge since. 
Stamp collectors at the present day would 
gladly purchase for pounds what was once 
unsaleable at a penny. Not unlike this has 
been the restoration of the old stage coach to 
a popularity sentimental for the most part. In 
1810, as the proceedings at the Jubilee remind us, 
it was the regular form of conveyance for letters 
and for passengers. It is confined now almost 
entirely to the latter use. The appearance on 
Friday of the Brighton mail, charged with 
its old freight of letters and parcels and signalling 
its departure by the blasts from the guard’ s 
horn, may have reminded some of the spectators 
of sights and sounds familiar to them in far- 
off days. To the great majority of the crowd 
it can have been only a realistic show, as little 
connected with the facts of every day lifo as tho 
old armour in the Tower of London or the flint 
utensils from the drift.

We have no space to refer at length to the 
successive improvements in onr postal system 
since 1846, or to the many and multifarious ser­
vices with which the modern Post Gffice has been 
charged, and which it performs well and credit­
ably. When we look to tho future, we see cause 
for trust that in more directions than one there 
will be good progress made, and that possibly 
fifty years hence the year 1890 will have 
a jubilee commemoration claimed for it. The 
International Telegraph Conference just opened 
at Paris may be expected to result in the 
cheapening and improvement of one form of 
communication which is growing both in import­
ance and in use, and in the arrangements of 
which there reroaias much yet to be done to 
satisfy the pubiio demand. We can speak 
with more eertainty of the new postal tariff 
between the United Kingdom and the colonies. 
The reduction of charge to the uniform rate of 2$d. 
has been practically obtained after a long struggle, 
and in spite of protestations very similar to 
those uttered in 1840 against 8 a  Rowland





Hill’s scheme, and doomed, we trust, to be no 
less signally falsified. But the doubt comes in 
here whether this is a final reduction, an irredu­
cible minimum below which the Post Office will 
not go. The letter which we publish this 
morning from Mb . Hen hiker H eaton is in 
the old strain of discontent Its view seems to 
be that in the matter o f communication with the 
colonies, nothing is done as long as anything 
remains to be done, and that no la titu de  is due 
for anything short of Imperial penny postage. 
Mb. Hennikeb Heaton repeats this morning his 
arguments for a change which he has long and 
persistently advocated. His trust, however, is 
not in the Post Office, hut in Parliament. If he 
can but obtain a «elect Committee to consider his 
plan, he is confident what their report will be. 
But we must remind him that, under reduced 
postal charges, the experience of the next few 
years will do much either to establish his case 
or to overtnrow it. I f  they bring, as we expect, 
a marked increase in the postal deliveries 
between this country and the colonies, there 
will be more reason than ever for assuming that 
a further reduction will be followed by a further 
increase. The amount at stake is, in any event, 
not large. The Postmasteb-G eneeal puts it at 
£75,000, Mb . Hennikeb Heaton at £45,000, and 
this only for the first year. An Imperial penny 
postage may be thought cheap at either sum. 
But we observe that Mb . H ennikeb Heaton 
professes now to be writing in the interest of the 
inhabitants of the three kingdoms. The colonies 
wish for the change, but they wish England to 
take the lead. We should prefer to discover signs 
of a simultaneous movement, and we have good 
hope that if the present experiment turns out 
well, there will Se no long delay on either side in 
carrying it a stage further. . u

^ i f e ^ o f r A i  J ubilee  Ex h ib it io n .— T he Guild­
hall was densely thronged up to the hour of closing »t 
111 o ’ clock last evening, and many wore the regrets 
expressed that such an interesting exhibition could 
not remain open longer. Xh© misfortune, however, 
was that it was not merely a collection of objects to 
ho inspected, but it was a display nt apparatus and 
scientific instruments the actual working of which 
called for the constant attention and uoceasiug 
activity of detachments from the staff of the l’ ost 
Office, the routine of which, thcieforo, was to that 
extent interfered with, so that the coutinuanco of the 
exhibition was not so simple a matter as some visitors 
might think. 1’Lo working of tho telegraph instru­
ments was watched with great eagerness by as many 
os could crowd around them. The rapidity with which 
complimentary messages were transmitted to, ana 
answers received from, Paris and Berlin, was a never- 
failing source of wonder to many who unexpectedly 
found themselves placed tor once in instantaneous 
communication with thoso capitals# Whilst in̂  th© 
neighbourhood of tho transmitting instruments visitor* 
were to be seen filling up telegraph formi with their 
messages, in other parts tables were besieged by those 
who were addressing letters and post-cards to be 
posted within the building, so that they may be 
delivered with the tjueen's head defaced by the 
jubilee obliterating stamp. There was a great run on 
the penny postage jubilee cards until they were sold 
out, and, as uo more will be printed, the possessors 
consider themselves fortunate in having secured a 
unique souvenir of an historic celebration. One 
exhibit of great interest was the album of the artist 
who makes copies o, the drawings in ink and colours 

I which sometimes ornament the envelopes of lajtcis 
that nass thronob the Oeneral Post Office. '  V

A  P O S T - C A R D  “ R E C O R D . "  7 ?
Mr. Hennikcr Heaton gives me (says a contributor to tiie Sunday T in t'* 

some interesting particulars concerning the adventures of two post-cards, the 
first o f which was posted at Guildhall temporary post-office on May 17. The 
card was addressed to the British Consul at Yokohama, vifi. the United States 
with the request that it might be redirected, via Brindisi, back to London. 
The request was complied with, and the card duly reached London, and 
was delivered to the original sender on July 24, the time taken in transit being 
sixty-eight days, thus establishing a new record for such a novel feat, the cost 
of which only amounted to 3d. The post marks are as follows :—Pennv Postal 
Jubilee, Guildhall, May 17 ; Yokohama, June 21 ; Yokohama, June 21 ; London, 
W., July 24. The second postal card travelled the reverse direction—namely, 
west ward ly. Itwas posted J une 13 to the P.and O. Steamship agents at Singapore, 
viA Brindisi, and duly reached that port July 8. Being then re-posted vih Hong 
Kong and San Francisco, it was delivered in London on the 5th inst., thus going 
round the world in fifty-three days, or fifteen days’ less time than the pre­
ceding card, at a cost o f only 3 %d. The postmarks on this card are-— 
London, S.W., June 13 ; Singapore, July 8 ;  Singapore, July 8 ; London, '\V„ 
August 5. The first card performed its outward journey in 35 days, and 
returned in 33 days ; total, 68. The second card took only 25 days in re.'achitji’- 
Singapore, and 28 on the return journey to London ; total, 53 days, or 15 cuys 
quicker than that going to Yokohama.

$ 0 Those who were not invited on Friday last to the Postal Jubilee held in the 
Guildhall, and those who were but missed their opportunity, will learn with 
mingled feelings o f interest and regret that the special sixpenny postcard issued 
to celebrate the occasion went up in value the same evening to five shillings. 
0 «  the following morning one and two'pounds were asked, and now five 
are wildly talked of. It is understood that the issue of these cards was confined 
to ten thousand, and as every collection o f stamps will be incomplete without 
one, the wild quotation of five guineas may not, perhaps, prove so wild as it 
kffte. I was amongst the invited (writes Mr. A. W. Tuer), but, alas ¡cou ld  not 

I attr 1, and am now in sackcloth and ashes, ¡0 , J '. (jt) X  M a jt  1 _





philatelic Society of HonOon.

E x h i b i t i o n  C o m m it t e e .
O f f i c e s : 4 ,  L o m b a r d  C o u r t , 

L o n d o n , E . C .

S i r ,
I have to inform you that in commemoration of the 

F if t ie t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  of the Introduction of Postage Stamps, an Exhibi­
tion of Postage Labels, Envelopes, Postcards, and Newsbands, as also of 
Proofs, Essays, Philatelic Literature, and other objects of interest in 
connection with the Postal Service, will be opened in London in the month 
of May, 1890 (the Gth of that month being the anniversary of the date of the 
first issue of Postage Stamps to the public), under the auspices and direction 
of the Philatelic Society of London.

A Select Committee of the Society, including the President 
(F. A. P h il b r i c k , E sq  , Q.C.), and the Vice-President (T. K. T a b l in g , 
E s q ., M.P.), has been appointed to make the necessary arrangements and 
to engage a suitable hall or institution at which an exhibition can con­
veniently be held; and full details will shortly be sent to all who are 
disposed to interest themselves in the proposal.

The initial expense entailed upon the Society in carrying into effect 
their projected scheme cannot but be large, although the Committee is 
sanguine that the novelty and national importance of such an exhibition will 
invite considerable public patronage, and that their outlay will be to a great 
extent recouped.

The Committee, however, desire from the first to be placed in a 
jwsition to inaugurate what they venture to submit may lie termed a national 
movement, in a manner befitting the country which initiated so important a 
reform in the Postal system of the world.

I am requested, therefore, to invite support from those interested in 
Philatelic subjects (whether members of the London Society or not), ami am 
authorised to enclose a form, which may be filled in and returned to me, 
containing either a promise of a subscription, however small, towards the 
expenses of the object in view, or a guarantee of a sum (limited to X10), 
which may be called up, if required, by the Committee at a fortnight's 
notice at any time after the 31st March next.

Detailed accounts of the Receipts and Payments incident to the 
Exhibition will be duly published by the Committee, andshould any surplus 
remain after repayment of the “ CJuarantee Fund,” it is proposed that a 
charity or charities in connection with the Post Office shall benefit 
accordingly.

I am, Sir, faithfully yours,
CHARLES COLMAN,

Hon. Sec., inhibition Committee.
12tli January, 1890.





T o  be  filled  up and  retnrned  to  the S ecretary , E xh ib ition  Committee.

philatelic Society of Xonfcon.

EXHIBITION.

To Charles Colman , Esq..

Hon. Sec. Exhibition Committee,

4, Lombard Court, E .C .

1 bey to enclose you the sum oj JL : :

as a donation towards the expenses o f  the proposed Philatelic 

Exhibition.

I  am willing to guarantee the sum o f  A  : :

towards the expenses o f  the proposed Philatelic Exhibition 

payable i f  required on and after the 31 si March next, in 

accordance with the terms o f  the circular letter o f  the Exhibi­

tion Committee, dated the 1 '¿th January, 1890.

Signed... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A dd ress





IPbtlateltc Society of Xonbon
--------------------------

Report of Committee as to Jubilee Celebration,
i s  0  o .

( Adopted at Meeting held 20th December, 1889.)

J T  will be remembered that on the 19th October last, the Committee through the Vice-President, 
reported to the Society that the Right Honble. Henry Cecil Riikes, the Postmaster-General, 

had verbally expressed his own desire, and his belief that it was also the desire of Her Majesty’s 
Government, that the ôOth Anniversary of the introduction of Postage Stamps should be celebrated 
in some fitting manner during the year 1890. The Vice-President further reported that he had 
recently written a letter to Mr. Raikes reminding him of the proposal, and suggesting the co-opera­
tion of this Society in the formation of any scheme which the Government might contemplate ; but 
that no reply had up to that date been received to his communication.

4

Before leaving for India, the Vice-President left instructions that any letter received at his 
residence from the Postmaster-General or from any Government Department upon the subject of 
the proposed celebration .should be at once forwarded to the Secretary of the Society. No such 
letter has been received by the Secretary, and it is to be presumed either that the Government have 
come to no definite conclusion upon the subject, or that unforeseen difficulties have rendered the 
endeavours of Mr. Raikes to carry such a scheme into effect for the present nugatory.

Under these circumstances, the Committee, while they recognize the extreme desirability of 
obtaining the support, if not the entire co-operation, of the Government in this enterprise, are of 
opinion that the preliminary steps towards the object the Society have in view should be no longer 
deferred.

The Committee therefore recommend:—

( 1 ). That the Jubilee Anniversary of the introduction of Postage Stamps should be celebrated 
by an Exhibition of Postage Stamps, Stamped Envelopes, Post Cards1 and Philatelic Literature, 
as well as of all Postal and Philatelic Curiosities and objects of interest, to be held at a suitable 
hall in London during the week ending on the 10th May, 1890.

(2.) That having regard to the extreme difficulty of assembling a large Committee, the 
arrangements for such Exhibition be entrusted to a Committee ot five Members of the Society, to 
be termed the " Exhibition Committee,” any two members of which shall form a quorum for the 
transaction of business.

(:].) That the President and Vice-President of the Society shall be constituted ex-officio 
Members of such Exhibition Committee.

(+.) That it shall bo open to the Exhibition Committee, on the requisition of any two Mem­
bers, to summon a meeting of the full Committee of the Society, to take such further instructions 
as may be deemed desirable upon any questions which may arise in connection with their duties.

(5.) That the Exhibition Committee be appointed by ballot at the first meeting of the 
Society held in the month of January, 1890 ; the names of those desiring to act upon the Committee 
to be left with the Secretary one clear week before such meeting, and such names to be notified by 
him to all Members of the Society in the notice of such meeting.

((i.) Subject to such reference to a full Committee as above mentioned, the whole arrange­
ments and entire management of the Exhibition should be confided to such Exhibition Committee, 
who should be required, however, to rcjiort to the Society for the information of its Members, but





nut fur the purpose uf inviting discussion, from time tu time, the mode ur principle upon which the 
Exhibition is to be carried out, especially having regard tu the nature and manner of the exhibits, 
and any other information which may be usefully conveyed.

(7.) That a fund to be called the “ Exhibition Expenses Guarantee Fund,” be opened under 
the direction of the Exhibition Committee, and a Treasurer thereof be appointed. That the 
Exhibition Committee be requested as soon as possible to communicate an approximate estimate of 
the expenses connected with the Exhibition ; and that thereupon a circular notice be addressed to 
the principal collectors and persons interested in Philately throughout the United Kingdom, 
informing them of the proposed Exhibition, ami inviting their co-operation with the Society in 
defraying the necessary expenses.

(S .) The Committee finally recommend that so soon as the Exhibition Committee are able to 
report upon the general scheme of the Exhibition, communications be addressed by the Secretary of 
the Society to the Postmaster-General and to any Government Departments likely to be interested 
in the project, informing them of the arrangements, with a view to securing their support, and 
expressing the particular desire of the Society to render assistance to any scheme ôf a similar nature 
that may be undertaken by the Government, even at the sacrifice or partial sacrifice of its own 
arrangements.

Dated the 20th December, bSSt),

23, T e l w o r t h  S q u a r e ,

C h e l s e a , S.W.,

« 3

2Hth December, 1H89.

fl>bilatelic Society of XonOon.

D e a r  S i r ,

I have to inform you that the next Meeting 
of the Society will take place at the “ Salisbury” 
Hotel, Fleet Street, on Friday, the 3rd January, ISiK), 
at 7.30 p.m.

The following gentlemen offer themselves for re­
election as Members of the Society :—

I. M r R ichard P earce, of Lanarth House, Holders FI ill, 
Hendon, N.W.,

Proposed by Mr. Nankivell, seconded by the Secretary.
3. M r W illiam Cow land, of No. 20 Bucklersbury, E C., 

Proposed by the Asst. Secretary, seconded by the Secretary.

3. M r W alton R. Burrell, of Bury St. Edmunds. 
Proposed by Mr. Hawkins, seconded by the Secretary.

I have the pleasure to enclose a copy of the 
Report of the Committee upon the proposed celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of the introduction of Postage 
Stamps, and to inform you that this Report having 
been adopted at the last meeting of the Society, the 
Exhibition Committee will be elected by ballot on 
the 3rd January next.

Names of those who desire to serve on this Com­
mittee may be sent to me on or before the 2nd January





next., and will be included in the list from which the five 
members of the Committee will be selected.

The following names have been at present proposed 
to m e:—

The order of business ou the 3rd January will be :•—

I. Election of Members.
2 A ppointm en t o f  E xh ib ition  Com m ittee.

and as the latter subject may invite some discussion no 
other business will be taken.

I am asked to send you the enclosed circular notice 
from Mr. A. F. Basset Hull, a Member of the Society 
resident in Tasmania.

M r . E . 1) B acon.
, ,  M . P . C astle 
, ,  C. CoLMAN.
,, .1. H. T ii.lb ar o .

M r A . W. C hambers.
, E H a w k in s .

„  \V. B. 1 HORN HILL.

I am, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,

DOUGLAS GARTH,
Sfcretan/.
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'201k February, 1S90,

X o n f c o n
f l b b i l a t e l i c  *  E x h i b i t i o n ,

— 1890—

Committee.
F. A. PHILBRICK, Esq., Q.C.
T. K. TAPLING, Esq., M.P.
E. D. BACON, Esq.

CHARLES COLMAN,

M. P. CASTLE, Esq.
D. GARTH, Esq.
J. A. TILLEARD, Esq. 

Esq., Secretary.

E X H IB IT I O N  O F F IC E S  :

4, Lombard Court, E.C.

prospectus.
§N commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the introduction of Postage Stumps.

an Exhibition of British, Colonial and Foreign Postage Stamps, Envelopes. 
Post-cards, Newsbantls, &c., and of Albums, Books and Appliances for their collection, 
of Philatelic Literature, and of curiosities and objects of interest in connection with the 
Postal Service, will be opened at the “ PORTMAN ROOMS,” BAKER STREET. 
LONDON, W., on MONDAY, the 19th MAY, 1890, under the direction and manage­
ment of a Committee of the Philatelic Society of London.

The Committee desire that the Exhibition shall comprise a complete c o l le c t io n  o f  

the Postal issues in all countries during the past 50 years, and with this object they 
cordially invite the co-operation of Collectors throughout the world.

The Portman Rooms have been selected as affording at once ample space for siieh 

an Exhibition, and facilities for displaying all Exhibits in a good light, without, how­
ever, risk of damage from immediate contact with the sun’s rays. The rooms are also 

re.i .lily acjjjubb, biiug close to the Baker Street Station on the Metropolitan Railway, 
and on a line of omnibuses directly communicating with Charing Cross.

v



All Postal Issues will be exhibited under glass and in looked or sealed eases. The 
Committee will employ night and day watchmen, and take every possible precaution ; 
and no stamps, envelopes or other exhibits of a similar nature will be allowed to be 
handled except by the Committee and the Judges; but the Committee cannot under­
take personal responsibility in case of loss.

It is intended that the Exhibition shall remain open to the public until the 
evening of Monday, the 26th May, and Exhibits will be returned to the owners as soon 
as possible after that date.

It is proposed to hand any surplus proceeds of the Exhibition, after payment of 
all expenses and guaranteed sums, to a Charity in connection with the Post Office, to be 
selected by the Postmaster-General.

The Committee have decided that the Exhibition shall be subject to the following 
Rules and Regulations, of which all Exhibitors will be held to have had notice.

“Rules ant> Regulations.

1. — Exhibits in Class I. must be mounted on cards, paper, or loose pages, and in order to 
secure, as far as possible, uniformity in the general appearance of the Exhibition, cards of suitable 
sizes have been provided by the Committee, and can be furnished on application to the Secretary 
at a trifling cost. It will be inconvenient to exhibit cards or sheets exceeding 14 inches in height, 
and the Committee therefore recommend the adoption of mounts of moderate size.

2. — A charge for space occupied by exhibits, or by the cards or other material on which they 
may be mounted, will be made on the following scale :—

For each square foot occupied up to 25 f t . ... ... ... Cd.
„ „ „ where more than 25 ft. is occupied ... 5d.
»» » m »* .j » 50 ,, „ ... 4d,
„ album or volume of stamps exhibited ... ... 2s. 6d.

The above charge will be payable by the exhibitor on sending in his exhibit, and will bo inclusive 
(except in the case of albums) of insurance from risk by fire. Collections in books or albums will 
be insured for such a sum as the owner may desire, the premium being payable by him in 
addition to the charge for the exhibit.

3. — Notice of the character and extent of exhibits, with the value for insurance, should be 
sent to the Exhibition Secretary not later than the 15th March, and the Committee would be glad 
to have earlier notification, if possible, from intending exhibitors. The accompanying form of notice



can be conveniently employed. All exhibits should be delivered, post or carriage paid, at the 
Offices of the Committee, 4, Lombard Court, E.C., on or before the 1st May. In the case of exhibits 
under Class VIII., notice of the character of the article pr oposed to be exhibited should if possible 
be sent to the Secretary before the 1st April, who will then communicate with the applicant with a 
view to its inspection by the Committee, or their agent, who will decide as to its suitability for 
exhibition. All exhibits in this latter Class accepted by the Committee should be delivered, free of 
carriage, at such time and place as the Secretary may notify to the owner. All exhibits will be 
returned to their owners after the close of the Exhibition free of charge, registered or insured, or 
otherwise, as directed, but transmission will in all cases be at the sole risk of the owner.

4. — The Committee reserve the right of rejecting any exhibit, or exhibits, without assigning 
any reason for such rejection. They will endeavour, however, to find room for everything which 
may be deemed worthy of exhibition. All specimens exhibited for competition must be bond fid*' 
the property of the Exhibitor.

*
5. — Albums and volumes of stamps will be exhibited open at the most interesting pages, to 

be varied from time to time during the exhibition by a Member of the Committee. No albums will 
be allowed to be inspected (except by the Judges) unless with the express written permission of the 
owner and at his risk, and then only in the presence of one of the Committee.

<J.— No price or other notification of its being for sale should be affixed to any exhibit, but an 
intimation may be made to the Committee that any exhibit or exhibits are for sale, and they will 
make arrangements accordingly to facilitate this circumstance and the price being made known to 
the public. No exhibit thus sold will, under any circumstance, be allowed to be removed until the 
close of the Exhibition. In all cases of sale, the purchase money w ill be payable to the Committee, 
who will deliver the article to the purchaser, and account to the owner for the price, after deducting 
a commission of 7£ per cent., which will be applied towards the general expenses of the Exhibition.

7. — No dealer will be allowed to compete, except for the prizes given under Class V.

8. — The Judges will be appointed at a Special General Meeting of the London Philatelic 
Society, to be held during the last week in April, and their decision will be in all cases final. In 
making their awards, the Judges will take into special consideration, not only the value and com­
pleteness of the exhibit, but also the neatness and accuracy of arrangement, method of mounting, 
and condition of the specimens submitted.

9. — The following scheme of competition has been adopted by the Committee, who, however, 
specially desire to punt out that exhibits not for competition are also cordially invited.



CLASS I.
Will consist of Special Collections of the Adhesive Stamps of any one o f the countries or combina­

tions of countries named below :—
Group 1.

A fghanistan. _
British Guiana.
Cape of Good H ope and N atal.
Confederate States and Locals.
France including Colonies.
Granada Confederation, including the Various States.
Great Britain.
H awaii.
I ndia and Ceylon.
Japan.
Mauritius.
Mexico and Guadalajara.
N ative States of India including Cashmere.
N ew South W ales.
N ew Z ealand.
Peru and Pacific Steam N avigation Co.
Philippine Islands.
Tasmania.
Transvaal, Boer or N ew Republic.
U nited States of A merica.
U nited States Locals.
V ictoria.

G roup II.

A rgentine Confederation & Republic, Buenos A yres and Coriuentes. 
A ustria, A ustrian Italy, Bosnia, Danubian Steam Navigation Co. & H ungary. 
Bolivia and  Ecuador.
Brazil and Chili.
Canada, N ew Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
G ermany— 1. Bergkdorf, Bremen, B runswick, H amburg, H anover, Lubeck, 

Prussia and Schleswig-H olstein.
„ 2. Baden, Bavaria, German Confederation & Empire, Mecklen­

burg Schwerin & Strelitz, Oldenburg, T hurn and Taxis , 
AND WURTEMBURG.

H olland, Belgium, Congo, and Luxemburg.
Italy, Modena, Naples, Papal States, Parma, R omagna, Sardinia, Sicily, 

and Tuscany.
Labuan and F iji Islands.



Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, British Columbia, and Vancouver Island. 
Portugal, Azores, and Madeira.
Portuguese Indies and other Portuguese Colonies.
Queensland, Samoa, and Tonga Islands.
Roumania and Moldo-Wai.lachia.
Russia (including Locals), Finland, Levant, Livonia, Poland, and Wenden.
San Domingo and Hayti.
Shanghai, China, and Hong Kong.
South Australia.
Spain.
Straits Settlements and Dependencies.
Switzerland.
Trinidad.
T urkey.
Uruguay, Venezuela, and La Gliaiia.
W estern Australia. *

Group III .
Antigua, Montserrat, and British Honduras.
Bahamas and Bermudas.
Barbadoes and Nevis.
Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua, and San Salvador.
Cuba, Porto R ico, and Fernando Poo.
Cyprus, Gibraltar, Heligoland, Ionian Islands, and Malta.
Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, and St. Christopher.
Egypt, Suez Canal, and L iberia.
Griqualand, British Bkchuanaland, Protectorate, and Orange Free State. 
Lagos, Gambia, Gold Coast, Sierra L eone, and St. Helena.
North Borneo, Sarawak, and Siam.
Norway, Denmark, Iceland, and Sweden 
Persia.
G reece, Servia, Eastern Roumelia, Bulgaria, and Montenegro.
St. V incent and St. Lucia.
T urk’s Islands, Tobago, and V irgin Islands.

Note.— Any three countries not enumerated in the above lists, may be shown together tor 
competition as one country in Group III. Exhibitors inay compete in any or all of the above 
Groups, and the number of Exhibits is not limited.

CLASS II.
Will consist of entire Collections of Adhesives, with or without envelopes, Postcards, &c. 

Division  1.— Total number not to exceed 5,000.
2 .— 8,000.



CLASS III.
Will consist of Collections of entire Envelopes and Wrappers 

Division 1 .— One or more of the following countries :—
Austria an*» all States.
Germany and all States.
Mauritius.
Russia, F inland and Poland.

Division  2.— Any four countries not named in Division 1.

CLASS IV.
Will consist of Collections of entire Post-cards and Letter Cards.

Division 1.— One or more of the following countries:-—
Finland.
Germany and all States.
Jamaica, Barhadoes and T rinidad.
Japan.
Luxemburg.
Mexico.
Roumania.

Division 2.— Any six countries other than those given in Division 1.

CLASS V.
For exhibits of Adhesives, Envelopes, Wrappers or Cards by Dealers.

CLASS VI.
For Philatelic Literature and Works connected with the introduction of Postage Stamps in Great 

Britain.

CLASS VII.—For Albums, ¿:c.
Division 1.— The best method or system suitable for mouutiug the Stamps of Class I.

„ 2.— The most suitable Album or Book for Class II.
., ’I.— The best method or system for arranging Classes I I I .  & IV.

CLASS VIII.
Special Arrangements or Groups of Stamps, Stamps on original envelopes or otherwise marking 

historical events, or not conforming with the preceding Classes. Telegraph Stamps. 
Proofs and Essays. Curiosities and Objects of Interest in connection with the Postal 
Service.



la s t of prises.

CLASS 1.

---------- ----------------------

G ro u p  I. Two gold, 2 silver, and 2 bronze medals. 
„ II. One „ 2 „ „ 3  „ „

„ III. Two silver and 4 bronze medals.

A special gold medal, being the Grand Prize of the Exhibition, will be awarded to the most 

meritorious exhibit in any group of this Class.

CLASS II. D iv is io n  1 . Ono silver and 2 bronze medals. 
„ 2. One „ „ 1 „ medal.

CLASS III. D iv is io n  1. One gold and 1 silver medal.
„ 2. One silver and 2 bronze medals.

CLASS IV. D iv is io n  1. One silver and 1 bronze medal. 
„ 2 . ( hie „ ,, 1 „ ,,

CLASS V. Three bronze medals.

CLASS VI. Three bronze medals.

CLASS VII. One Bronze medal for each of the three Divisions.

CLASS VIII. Two silver and 3 bronze Medals.

A limited number of medals will further be placed at the disposal of the Judges, including 
Three Silver Medals for recognition of special services rendered to the Exhibition.

No exhibitor can take more than one prize in each Class, and the Committee reserve to 
themselves the right of withholding medals if the competition in any Class should produce an 
insufficient number of exhibits.







philatelic Eybibition, 1890

To t h e  H o n o r a r y  S e c r e t a r y ,

EXHIBITION COMMITTEE,
4, Lombard Court, E.C.

I desire to become an Exhibitor at the forthcoming Philatelic Exhibition, and I am willing to 

be bound by the Conditions, Rules and Regulations referred to in the Circular Notice issued by the

Committee, and bearing date, the 20th February, ISOO.

I propose to send the following exhibits.

No. o f  Clam*

Character o f  Exhibit#

Approximate »pace required in 
English square feet

Notp.—One foot =  30 centimetres.

Amount o f  Insurance desired

Precautions desired\ in  the return o f  the 
exhibit to the owner

Name o f  Exhibitor in fu ll 

Address ......

. Date.

NOTE.— Exhibits will be returned to the address above given unless otherwise directed in



........



u >

Exhibitors out of the U nited-Kingdom will*»

i

be granted an extension of the time fixed for 

sending in Exhibits.

\ *





87

m m m  p h i l a t e l i c 9

TO BE HELD AT THE PORT MAN ROOMS,
BAKER STREET, W.

The Committee beg to announce that the D uke of E dinburgh has fixed 
12 o’Clock at Noon on M onday, the 19th M ay, for the Opening of the Exhibition by 

His Royal Highness.

The Admission on the day of Opening will he, up to 4 p.m., 5/- by Ticket, 

which will also admit during the whole period of the Exhibition ; after 4 p.m. the 

charge for Admission will be 2/0, and on subsequent days 1/-

Each holder of a -3/- Ticket is entitled to one Lady’s Ticket for the Opening 

Ceremony at the additional price of 2/G. Ladies’ Tickets do not admit the holder on 

any of the subsequent days.

Tickets can now be obtained from the Secretary at the Offices of the Exhibition 

Committee, No. 4 Lombard Court, E.C., and at 'Hie Portman Rooms, Baker Street, W.
i • . i * X

t .  f
The Exhibition will close on the evening of M onday, the 20th M ay .

i

! . - •
{ • i
. i
i •

-
i

• . .  - ^  i

* - -  -  -
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Ipbilatclic Society of XoitDon,

23, Teuworth Square,
Chelsea, S.W.,

3rd May, 18!)0.

Dear S ir,
In connection with the forthcoming Exhibition: 

it is proposed that the Members of the Society 
shall dine together on the same principal that is 
usually adopted on the occasion of their Annual 
Dinner. Thus opportunity will be given for the 
entertainment, by joint or individual invitation, of 
any Foreign Philatelists who may visit the 
Exhibition.

The Dinner will be held at the “ Portman 
Rooms,” in rooms adjoining the Exhibition, on 
Wednesday, the 21st inst., at 7 o’clock p.m. pre­

cisely.

I shall be glad to know, at your earliest con­
venience, whether it is your intention to be present, 
and whether you will bring any, and, if so, how 
many, guests.

I am, dear Sir,
Faithfully yours,

DOUGLAS GARTH,

Secretary.



philatelic Society of Xoithon.
«

Dear S ir,

It has been determined to admit Ladies to 

the Exhibition Dinner on the 21st inst., of which 

I lately sent you notice.

Please let me know, at your very earliest con­

venience, whether you will be present yourself, and 

whether you purpose bringing any guests, whether 

ladies or gentlemen.

A Gentleman’s ticket is 21s.; and a Lady's 

ticket 15s.

1 am, dear Sir,

Faithfully yours,

DOUGLAS GARTH,

23, Tedworth Square,
Chelsea, S.W.,

10th May, 1890.

Secretary.



lPbtlatcltc Society of Xondon.

D ear S ir,
1 am asked to beg that you will make it con­

venient, if possible, to take a Ticket and to be 
present at the Openiug of the Exhibition at 12 
o’clock on Monday, the 19th May, as it is desired 
that the Society shall be as fully represented as 

possible.

I have also to give you notice that a General 
Meeting of the Society will be held at the Exhibi­
tion, on Tuesday, the 20th May, at 8.30 p.m., 
(Morning Dress). I trust you may be able to be 
present, and that you will take the opportunity of 
introducing any Members of Foreign Societies who 

may be visiting London.

I am, dear Sir,
Faithfully yours,

DOUGLAS GARTH,
Secretary.

23, Tedworth .Square,
Chelsea, S.W.,

10th May, 1890.



23, Tedworth Square,
C h e l s e a , S.W.,

10th May, 1890.

iPbitatelic Society of Xcm&ott.

D ear Sir,
I am asked to beg that you will make it con­

venient, it' possible, to take a Ticket and to be 
present at the Openiug of the Exhibition at 12 
o’clock on Monday, the 19th May, as it is desired 
that the Society shall be as fully represented as 
possible.

I have also to give you notice that a General 
Meeting of the Society will be held at the Exhibi­
tion, on Tuesday, the 20th May, at 8.30 p.m., 
(Morning Dress). I trust you may be able to be 
present, and that you will take the opportunity of 
introducing any Members of Foreign Societies who 
may be visiting London.

1 am, dear Sir,
Faithfully yours,

DOUGLAS GARTH,
Secretary.





q /

on W ednesday, M a y  21 s\ 
at the PortmanEDoms,BakerSt,at715.d.Clock.

(jdi'IUtt

GENTLEMAN’S TICKET 21f-
*  C? liTM k.OhOON , _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _  _________

23, T e d w o r t h  S q u a r e ,

C h e l s e a , S.W.,

Y&th December, 1890.

lpbilatclic Society of bonbon.

D e a r  S i r ,

At the next Meeting of the Society, on the 10th 
inst., the Exhibition Committee will produce the balance 
sheet of receipts and payments in connection with the 
recent Exhibition, shewing still a deficit of over One • 
Hundred Pounds, for which the Society is undoubtedly 
liable.

It is wished that, if possible, the necessity should 
not arise for making a compulsory call upon Members of 
the Society to meet this deficiency, and it is hoped that, 
by voluntary contribution of say one-half of the amount 
required, the balance might be satisfied out of the 
general funds of the Society.

May 1 ask you, therefore, to kindly let me know 
before the l!)th inst., whether you would be willing to 
guarantee payment of a subscription payable before the • 
end of the year towards the amount required.

i would point out that if all or the greater portion 
of the Members in Great Britain would subscribe small 
sums ranging from ten shillings to two guineas, accord­
ing to their means, I should probably be enabled to 
report to the next meeting that all further difficulty is 
avoided.

I am, dear Sir,

Faithfully yours,
DOUGLAS GARTH,

Secretary.
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â j£o-

4, Lombard Court,

Gracechurcii Street,

London, E.C.,

J u n e 13 th, i 8go.

Dear Sir,
$

I regret to inform you that the expenditure in connection with the recent 

Exhibition has so considerably exceeded the receipts, that the Committee are necessitated 

to call up the Guarantee Fund, and I shall be glad therefore if you will forward to 

me, as soon as possible, the amount, viz: £  / o  -  “  which you kindly promised.

The Committee used every endeavour to act as economically as possible, compatible 

with a due regard to the success o f the Exhibition, which end, they venture to think, was 

accomplished. I am also desired to inform you the special expenses, attending the Opening 

o f  the Exhibition and the entertainment o f  His R oyal Highness the Duke o f  Edinburgh, 

were defrayed by the Exhibition Committee personally.

The accounts may be inspected at any time at the above office, and a full 

statement o f the same, and a Balance Sheet, will be presented at an Extraordinary 

General Meeting o f the Philatelic Society at an early date.

1 remain,

Yours faithfully,

C H A R L E S  COLMAN,
Honorary Secretary.







"Tï n d ON P H IL A T E L IC  E X H IB IT IO N , 1890.—
a .a a l . .  a f  ( l u  W k  i  n n l i O N i i f D  n f  I k o  V n f r m t i i » ( I n n  ntlo  « le b ro lio u  o f  lha 50th A op lieroa ry  o f  the Introduction  o f

PATE0N9 AL
H  R .IL  the D U R S  at E D IN B U R G H , K.O. ^  

.........  ”  r Majcatgr'a Paatmaater-anuarml.The Right H on. H er 1 .
_ n-hltaition will be opened e t the Portm an R oom s, Itaker- 

î t Î S Î  w 7 S  H B-H . the D U K E  o f E D IN B U R G H , o n  U ooJ a v .lS ih

to th eop eo ln *  ornm im j  by season ticket only, price Se., 
L * I  ticket-holder can  obtain  ladies' tickets a t 2s. ¿4 . eacb  tor

ônotT open ïog  day a fte r  3 o 'c lock  2s. 6<L 

T h e ^ w M d o n 'w n T ^  open iâ ily  from  11 a m . to  g p .m ., and  wlU 

''o B c c À  *4,B  ¿ S n b ïr d - o o u r t Î N R ^  a n d  Portm an  R oom s, Baker­
street, ________________ ---------------------------------------------------------- -

<w

l^ B E N C ®  E X H IB IT IO N .
1^  \  ________________JQ M H  R  W H rT L B Y , Chairman.

T  ONDON P H IL A T E L IC  E X H IB IT IO N . 1 8 9 0 .-
| j  i 0 celebration o f the 50th A nniversary o f  the In troduction  o f  

'postage Stampa P A T R O N S .
H .B .I1 . the D U K E  o f K D IN  B U R G H , K-O .

H er M ajeaty’x P oatm uter-G « aural.
ODen daily. from  11 a m . to  B p.DL, a t the Fort m m  Room®, B eker- 

itreeu Ad ui las ion, Is. ; season tickets, 5«. ; schools h a lf price. A ll 
oouotrie* reprweuted. •ipeolraeos o f  a lm ost s t e r f  postage stam p 
nroduoed during the p*st 50 y e a n  on »lew . Interesting exhibits from  
the General Po«%-offioa, Somerset-house, and the B ritish  Colonies.

The e iiiib ition closes M onday, 2vta  M ay (Bank H oliday), a t 8 p. m.
V S T H IT SU N T ID B  H O L ID A Y S .-S T A N L E Y  and 
%W i r s m i v  k y h i u i t i d v

The Duke of Edinburgh, who is s noted 
collector of postage stumps, opened the 
London Philatelic Exhibition. The exhibi­
tion was one of considerable interest tu the 
public. It contains a moBt complete repre­
sentation of the postage stnmpi oi the world 
during the last 50 years. Mr. Tapling, M.P., 
alone displays a collection which is estimated 
to be worth £50,000. Several of the colonies 
are officially represented, notably New South 
Wales and Tasmania, but the exhibits from 
Sydney were not on view on the opening 
day. Some of the earlier varieties of Aus­

, Italian stamps appear to be valued at from 
I ¿10 to ¿'87 apiece. A sheet of 12 liavaiiaa
stamps was appraised at £100. The Tas- 
insnian collection was much admired. One 
Mauritian slump was valued at 1200. Some 
New South Wales stamped envelopes, issued 
30 vears n^o, were valued at £20 each, and 
indeed have realised that price. , ^  ,

L O N D O N ,  S A T U R D A Y ,  M A Y  2 4 ,  1 8 9 0 .  A . « ™ «

Lo n d o n  p h i l a t e l i c  e x h i b i t i o n , ioto.—
Id celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Introduction of 

Potitage Stamps.
P A T R O N S ,

D .R .H  the D U K E  o f  E D IN B U R G H , ILG .
■ Her Majesty's Piwtmaater-General.

Open, from II a.m. to S p.m. on Thursday uud Monday, and from 
11 &.m. to 10 p.m. ou Friday and Saturday, at the Portm»n Rooms, 
Baker-street. Admission, Is. ; season tickets, 5s.; schools half price. 

, All countries represented, dpecimuna of almost every postage stamp 
produced during the past 50 years on vie*. Interesting exhibits from 
tho General PostOSiee, Snmvrset-house, aod the British Colooies.

The Exhibition closes Monday. 26th May (Bank HolidayK at 8 ptoi.

T . i ^ l n  ̂ ^ ^ r a U c a T o fth e  ̂ SOth  ̂A nniversary of the In u od u cU on  o f  
F o .U n o 8 t . in p . .  p A T R 0 N g

H .R .Q . the D U K E  o f  E D IN B U R G H , K .Q .
H er Majesty's Postmaster-General.

Onen, from U am. to 8 pm. on Thursday aad Monday, ana from 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, at the Port man Rooms, 
Baker-street. Admission, la. ; season tickets, 5s. ; schools half prio«, 
ail countries represented. Specimens of alnfoit every postage stamp 
produced daring the put 50 fear, on view. IoMr«tUig eih biU froin 
the General FoilOalee, S-imereet-bouse, and the Britnh Coloolee.

UThthidon pjnsna Mnndi*. 26th May (Bank Holiday), at 8 am.

T ONDON P H ILA T E LIC  EX H IBI 
L ,  TIO N  1890. .

In celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary o f the 
Introduction of Postage Stamps.

patrons. ___ „  _ ' l l

Open from 11 A.M. to 8 e.m. on Thursday and 
Monday, and from 11a .m. to 10 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, at the Portman Rooms, Baka-Mreet. 
Admission, D . ; season tickets, 5r. , sdicwls, half­
price. All countries represented. Specimens or 
almost every postage stamp produced dunng tb« 
past fifty years on view; Interesting exhibits

General Post Office Somerset Honsc. and O «  
British Colonies. Books o f curious .address« 
shown and Explained by PostOffice 
Colonial and other s t a m p s  perforated A  t ie  buiMli« 
by Perkin, Brown, and Cm1.  f i^ h i » d r o « b ln ^  
and sold for benefit o f a Post Office Chanty. A 
limited number only will be issued. rRank

The Exhibition closes Monjlay, 26th May IBank 
Holiday), at 8 p. m.____________ ___________.___ :-----

To - day the Edinburgh will
»pen the Philatelic Exhibition at the Portinan 

mms, Baker-street It is to be a marvellous 
alrliir altogether, and to eclip.x the exhibition of a 
similar kind which took place very recently in 
Vienna. The committee include the names uf 
several enthusiasts in postage stamp collect­
ing— Mr. F. A. Pbilbrick, Q.C., Mr. T. K. 
Tupling, M.P., Mr. M. P. Castle, and Mr. J. A. 
Tilleard, and others. Some o f the rarest postage 
stamps in existence will be shown, and several 
collections from the Antipodes and other distant 
regions have been brought to England expressly. 
A number o f gold, silver, and bronze medals will 
be awarded for the most meritorious exhibits in 
tho various sections. The exhibition is for the 
benefit of a charity connected with the Post-office, 
and should be successful, for “ philatelists” are 
numerous ; and considering that £25,00ft Ins been 
paid for a single collection of postage stamps, 
some idea of the value placed upon them may bu 
formed.

THE PH ILATELIC  E X H IB It\ ? ? ^ * > .
PENING BY TH E D U K E OF EDINGURGH. 
The Duke o f Edinburgh opened the Philatelic Ex­
bition this afternoon at the Portman Rooms, 
ker-street. Tho Post Office Rifles furnished a 
ard of honour, and upon arrival tho Duke was met 

the Committee, the Postra ister-General, the 
retary of the General Post Office, and the Duke 
Teck, On being conducted to the platform, Mr. 
K. Tapling, M.P., presented him with an address 
plaining the history of the exhibition and thanking 
in for lending a variety of raro specimens from his 
llection.—The Duke o f Edinburgh, in reply, ex­

! his thanks to  the Philatelic Society, declaring 
st such an exhibition could not have boen held at a 
re suitable time, as they bad lately celebrated the 

bilee of the Penny Post. He was very gratified 
think that certain charities connected with 

postal department were to  bo benefilted 
d he had much pleasure in declaring the Exhibi- 
u open. The Duke o f Edinburgh then inspected 
e exhibits, and was afterwards eutortair.ed at 
cheon.

The display is almost unique, comprising every 
riety of etamp from the MulroaJy to the present 

The official exhibits <St the Commissioners of 
land Revenue consist o f »-num ber of frames con­
ning imperforate specimens from each plate from 
ch the issues o f Great Britain have been printed. 
8 in effect an historic exhibit of the adhesive 
P* from their introduction in 1840. The Poet- 
T-General b m  lent a number of specimens of 

•are black penny stamp with the initial V .R. in the 
~ comers, which were intended for official corree- 
ssce, but which were never brought into use, as 

*1 •« a number of curiositios and objects o f into­
t in connection with the postal service. The 
■hits of the Duke of Edinburgh include rare 

is of Cuba, Fernando Po, Gibraltar, and Ice- 
and the Duke of Leinster, the Earl of Kingston, 

Secrstarjr of State for India, and Mr. T . K. Tap- 
M.P., am also among the exhibitor*.

Mr. F. A  Philbrick, Q.C., the Recorder of Col­
chester, heilong been an authority on stamps, of 
which he had formerly a large and very valuable col­
lection. He Is the President of the Philatelic Society, 
which is now holding “ The Philatelic Exhibition” in 
London, partly in commemoration of the jubilee of 
the first Issue of postage stamps. The exhibition was 
opened on Monday by the Duke of Edinburgh. Mr. 
Philbrick, who is e member of the Committee, 
was present. | Q  ̂

» < * T h e  e x h ib i t i o n  o f  p o s t a g e - s t a m p s  w h ic h  t h e  D u k e  o f  E d i n b u r g h ,  
h i m s e l f  a  f a m o u s  c o l l e c t o r ,  o p e n e d  y e s t e r d a y  is  a n o t h e r  o f  m a n y  
r e c e n t  in d ic a t io n s  t h a t  s t a m p - c o l l e c t in g  is  n o  l o n g e r  c o n f in e d  t o  
s c h o o l b o y s .  T h e  p u r s u i t  h a s  b e c o m e  a s  g r a v e  a n d  d ig n i f i e d  a s  th e  
a m a s s in g  o f  a u t o g r a p h s ,  a n d  m u c h  m o r e  c o s t l y .  T h e r e  is , w e  b e l ie v e ,  
a  p r iv a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  in  E n g la n d  v a lu e d  a t  .£ 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,  w h i le  c o l l e c t i o n s  
w h i c h  h a v e  c o s t  h u n d r e d s  a r e  t h o u g h t  n o t h in g  o f .  E v e n  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  H o u s e  o f  R o t h s c h i l d  d o  n o t  d is d a i n  t o  in v e s t  t h e i r  h a r d -e a r n e d  
s a v in g s  in  th e  p r e c i o u s  l i t t le  la b e ls . T h e  p u r s u it  i s  a  v e r y  h a r m le s s  
o n e ,  a n d  k e e p s  o u t  o f  m i s c h i e f  a  g o o d  m a n y  e s t im a b le  p e o p le  w h o  
m ig h t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  t e m p t e d  t o  g d  a b o u t  m a k in g  s p e e c h e s  o r  c o m ­
m it t in g  o t h e r  e n o r m i t i e s  n e a r ly  a s  b a d . M o r e o v e r ,  a c e r t a in  a m o u n t  
o f  h i s t o r y  a n d  g e o g r a p h y  m a y  b e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  s t a m p - c o l l e c t in g ,  a n d  
it  is  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c o r r e c t i v e  to  c o l o u r - b l i n d n e s s .  2e  y
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'  ONDON P H IL A T E L IC  E X H IB IT IO N , 1 8 9 0 .-

In eslebmtioa of the SOth Anniversary of the Introduction of 
Poabtf e flump«.

_____ __  PATHON8. OtL
_  H..R.EL.the DUKE of EDINBURGH, K.O. ^  
The RiÄht Hon, Her Mnjeety'e P<,ifitmaeter-QenenO.

The Exhibition will be opened at the Portmsn Room«, Deber- 
Itreei, W., by U.B.H. tile DLTKE of EDINBURGH, on Monday J 
M>r, at noon.

Aamisaion to the opening ceremony by Benson ticket only, price 5«, 
but n nenton ticket-holder cnu obtain ladies' tickets at 2s. 60. each for 
the opening carenmny.

A liuisaion on opening day after 3 o'clock 2a. $d.
Admission on s u t^e q a t n t  darn  Is.
The exhibition will be open daily from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., and willA lie rnuBui.i“" — ... oy V)n.u unii} irUUl A

close at 8 jim. on Monday, 2-jtft May, 
Office*. 4, Lomb-rcl-cjurt, E.C., and 

street, W.__________________________ Portman Rooms, Baker*

p iK E N C H E X H IB IT IO N  .
JOHN R. WHETLEY, Chairman.

T  ONDoÄ P H IL A T E L IC  E X H IB IT IO N . 1890 —
. wlA In celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the Introduction of 
Postage Stamp*.

PATRONS. QQ
ILR.H. the DUKE of KDINIUTRQH, K.O. “  *  

Her Majesty's Postmaster-General.
Open daily, from 11 a.m, to 8 p.m., at the Portaiin Rooms, Biker­

street. Admission, Is. ; season tickets, 5«. ; ednola half price. All 
countries represented, ripedlmens of almost every postage stamp 
produced during the just 50 years on view. Interesting exhibits from 
the General Poit-odlce, Somerset-house, and the British Colonies.

The exhibition closes Monday, 2otn May (Bank Holiday), at 8 p.m.
V IT H IT S U N T ID K  H O L ID A Y S .- S T A N LEY andI WW IVPIOHV FYHTHITION TWa-'».«» *#-»

j The Duke of Edinburgh, who is ft noted 
collector of postage stamps, opened the 
London Philatelic Exhibition. The exhibi­
tion waa one of considerable interest to »he 
public. It contains a most complete repre­
sentation of the postage stamps oi the world 
during the last 50 years. Mr. Tup ling, M.P., 
alone displays a collection which is estimated 
to be worth 150,000. Several of the colonies 
are oflicially represented, notably New South 
Wales and Tasmania, but the exhibits from 
Sydney were not on view on the opening 
day. Some of the earlier varieties of Aus­

i tralian stamps appear to be valued at trom 
I £10 to £87 apiece. A sheet of 12 Bavariau
stamps was appraised at £400. The Tas­
manian collection was much admired. One 
Mauritian stamp was valued at 1200. Some 
New I'outh Males stamped envelopes, issued 
.ill wars aj.o, were valued at £20 each, and 
:nih-eii have realised that price. , „  ,

. '*  i*-'|

L o n do nHFh Plate l i cTe xh i b itionTwoo.—
In celebration of the 50th Anniversary o f the Introduction of 

I'oetagfr Stamp!.
PATRONS,

H.R.II. the DUKE of KDINRCTRGH, K-Q.
Her Majesty's Postmaster-General.

Open, from 11 *.tn. to 8 p.uL on Thursday and Monday, and from 
11 a. m. to 10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, at the Portaun Rooms, 
Baker-street. Admission, la. ; season tickets, 5a. ; schools half pric*. 
All countries represented. ¡Specimens of alnfo«t every postage stamp 
produced during the past 50 years on view. Interesting exhibits from 
the General Po*t Office, S^raerset-bouse, and the British Colonies.

The Exhibition closes Monday, 26th May (Bapk Holiday), at 8 tun.

London philatelic exhibition, i89o -
In celebration of the SOth Anniversary of the Introduction of Poutago Stamps. "

PATRONS,
H.R.H the DUKE of KDINBt’ ROH, ELG.

Her Majesty a Postmaster-General.
Open, from 11 a.m, to 8 p.m. on Thursday and Monday, and from 

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. ou Friday and Saturday, at the Portman Rooms. 
Baker-street Admission, Is. ; season tickets, 5s. ; schools half pric<*. 
All countries represented. 3peciim>ns of almost every postage stamp 
producod during the past 50 years on vie*. Interesting exhibits from 
1 S.era* Pont Office, Somerset-house. and the British Colonies.

The Exhibition closes Mon Uy, 26th May (Bank Holiday), at 8 pm.

London philatelic exhibi
T IO N  1890.

In celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary o f the 
Introduction of Postage Stamps.

patkons, T t
H.R.M. the Duke of EDINBURGH, K.G.
Her MAJESTY'S POSTM ASTER-GENERAL.

Open from 11 a .m. to 8 i-.m. on Thursday and 
Monday, and from 11 a .m. to 10 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, at the Portman Rooms, Baker-street. 
Admission, I r .;  season tickets, 5s. i schools, half­
price. All countries represented. Specimens o f 
almost every postage stamp produced during the 
past fifty years on vie*'. Interesting exhibits from 
the General Post Office, Somerset House, and the 
British Colonies. Books o f curious addresses 
shown and Explained by Post Office OlficiaJs. Olo 
Colonial and other stamps perforated ih the building 
by Perkin, Brown, and Co.’s first-hand machine 
and sold for benefit o f a Post Office Charity. A 
limited number only will be issued.

The Exhibition closes Monday, 26th May (Bank 
Holiday), at 8 p. M . _____________________________

0 * •<>«»
- day the ■Duke *ot Edinburgh will 
the Philatelic Exhibition at the Portman 

loins, Baker-street It is to be a marvellous 
atAir altogether, and to eclip .e the exhibition o f  a 
similar kind which took place very recently in 
Vienna. The committee include the names o f 
several enthusiasts in postage stamp collect­
ing— Mr. F. A. Philbrick, Q.C., Mr. T. K. 
Tapling, M.P., Mr. M. P. Castle, and Mr. J. A. 
Tilleaul, and others. Sotno o f  the rarest postage 
stamps in existence w ill be shown, and several 
collections from the Antipodes and other distant 
regions have been brought to England expressly, 
A  number o f  gold, silver, and bronze medals will 
be awarded for  the most meritorious exhibits in 
tho various sections. The exhibition is for the 
benefit o f  a charity connected with the Post-office, 
and should be successful, fo r  “ philatelists”  are 
numerous ; and considering that £25,000 Ins been 
paid for  a single collection o f  postage stamps, 
some idea o f  the value placed upon them may bu 
form ed.

\!*U THE PH ILATELIC  E X H IB IT ^ O ^ /? * * !
OPENING BY T H E  DUKE OF EDINBURGH .'

The Duke o f Edinburgh opened tho Philatelic Ex­
hibition this afternoon at the Portman Rooms, 
Baker-street. Tho Post Office Rifles furnished a 
guard of honour, and upon arrival tho Duke was met 
by the Committee, the Postmaster-General, tho 
Secretary o f the General Post Office, and the Duke 
of feet. On being conducted to  the platform, Mr. 
!'■ K. Tapling, M.P., presented him with an address 
explaining the history of the exhibition and thanking

i? °̂.r h id in g  a variety of rare specimens from his 
collection.—The Duke of Edinburgh, in reply, ex­
pressed his thanks to the Philatelic Society, declaring 
that such an exhibition could not have boen held at a 
niors suitable time, as they had lately celebrated the 
jubilee of the Penny Post. He was very gratified 1 
to think that certain charities connected with 
t>ie postal department were to bo benefit,ted 
«nd he had much pleasure in declaring the Exhibi­
tion open. The Duke of Edinburgh then inspected 
|he exhibits, and was afterwards entertained at 
luncheon.

The display is almost unique, comprising every 
variety of stamp from tho MulreaJy to the present 
•ssues. The official exhibits of the Commissioners o fj 
inland Revenue consist of a number o f frames con­
taining imperforate specimens from each plate from 
*hicb the issues o f Great Britain have been printed. 
" inR in effect an historic exhibit o f the adhesive 
•tamps from their introduction in 1810. The Fost- 
jnaster-General has lent a number of specimens of 
■he rare black penny stamp with the initial V.R. in the 
uPPer corners, which were intended for official corres­
pondence, but which were never brought into use, as 
v'ell as a number of curiosities and objects of mte- 
rcot in connection with the postal service. The 
exhibit* of the Duke of Edinburgh include rare 
specimens o f Cuba, Fernando Po, Gibraltar, and Ice­
land, and tho Duke of Leinster, the Earl of Kingston, 
the Secretary of State for India, and Mr. T. K. Tap- 
hug, M.P., are also among the exhibitors.

Mr. r .  A  Philbrick, Q.C., the Recorder of Col- 
cbester, hsn long been an antbority on stamps, of 
which he had formerly a large and very valuable col­
lection. He is the President of the Philatelic Society, 
which is now holding “ The Philatelic Exhibition”  in 
.London, partly in commemoration of the jubilee of 
the first issue of postage stamps. The exhibition was 
opened on Monday by the Duke of Edinburgh. Mr. 
Philbrick, who is a member of the Committee, 
was present. , -%

exhibition o f postage-stamps which the Duke of Edinburgh, 
himself a famous collector, opened yesterday is another o f many 
recent indications that stamp-collecting is no longer confined to 
schoolboys. The pursuit has become as grave and dignified as the 
amassing of autographs, and much mere costly. There is, we believe 
a private collection in England valued at .£ 50,000, while collections 
which have cost hundreds are thought nothing of. Even members of 
the House of Rothschild do not disdain to invest their hard-earned 
savings in the precious little labels. Ihe pursuit is a very harmless 
one, and keeps out of mischief a good many estimable people who 
might otherwise be tempted to g<5 about making speeches or com­
mitting other enormities nearly as bad. Moreover, a certain amount 
of history and geography may be learned from stamp-collecting, and 
it is an excellent corrective to colour-blindness. ¿0 f  fo
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d a y , MAY 20 , 1890. _
OPENING OF TH E LONDON P H IL A T E L IC  

E X H IB IT IO N .

At noon yesterday his Royal Uighnosa the Duka 
of Edinburgh opened at the Portman Rooms, 
Baker-street, the exhibition of postago stamps, 
which the London Philatelic Society has col­
lected by way of colebrating tho 50th anni­
versary of tho invention of tho postage stamp. 
Among those present, in addition to the- 
Duke of Edinburgh, were tho Duke of Teck, 
the Duke of Leinster, tho Earl of Kingston, V is­
count Bangor, the Postmaster-General, V is­
count Barrington, Sir Saul Samuel, tho Agent­
General for Tasmania, Woods Pasha, and Mr. 
Purcell. Tho exhibition committee, all of whom 
were present, consisted of Messrs. Philbrick, Q.C., 
Tapling, M .P ., E. D . Bacon, M. P. Castle, 
Douglas Garth, J. A. Tilleard, and Mr. Charles 
Column, tho honorary secretary. His Royal High­
ness arrived at tho appointed hour, and, having 
boon saluted by a guard of honour appropriately 
supplied by the Post Office Rifles (24th Middle­
sex), was received by the committee and proceeded 
to a dais in the centre of the room in which the ex­
hibits were displayed. By way of inaugurating the 
proceedings Mr. Tapling, M .P., read an address to 
his Royal Highness, in which special emphasis 
was laid upon tho facts that tho postago stamp 
was introduced on tho Gth of May, 1840, 
that gratitude was duo to the Duko of Edin­
burgh tor allowing certain of his stamps 
collected from Uruguay, Cyprus, Gibraltar, 
Heligoland, the Ionian Islands, Malta, .Nor­
way, Denmark, Iceland, and Sweden to be 
exhibited, and that the surplus profits would be 
handed over to various charities connected with | 
tho Post Office. In reply,

The D uke of Edinburgh  said,—Having myself for 
some time lieen interested in the subject to which 
this exhibition is devoted, I was glad to  receive an 
invitation to open it and to have the opportunity of 
inspecting the highly interesting collection  which is 
now to he displayed to the public. The doth anniver­
sary of the introduction of the postage stamp has 
certainly been w ell chosen for the inauguration of 
the exhibition. 1 congratulate you upon the assist­
ance and co-operation so biudly bestowed by the 
postal authorities both of this country and of the 
colonics, as w ell as by the numerous private indivi­
duals who have placed at your disposal their valuable 
collections, aud 1 need hardly say bow much pleasure 
it afforded me to do wbat lay in iny power to assist 
you, 1 heartily wish all success to your efforts, and 
trust that the results w ill very materially conduce to 
the advantage ot the charitable institutions connected 
with the General Tost Office which have been so 
appropriately selected to rcccivo benefit therefrom. 
Tue exhibition is ouo of great ntcrcst not only to 
stamp collectors and to tboso who follow  tho science 
of philately, but also to tho general public. It re­
mains for me to declare this exhibition to be dow 
open.

His Royal Highness thon, in tho company of 
tho members of tho committee, proceeded to mako 
a detailed examination of what is certainly 
tho finest and most valuablo collection of stamps 
ever exhibited. Particular attention was paid to 
the British Guiana collection, in which a pink 
specimen, bearing tho resomblanco of a rudo post 
mark upon a piece of pink paper, is said to bo 
worth 100 guineas. Tho Hawaiian stamps, tho 
collection of Air. Douglas Garth, and tho exhibits 
of Major Evans, which comprise almost, if not 
quite, all tho varieties of local stamps in British 
India, the original sketches for tho Mulrcady 
envelopes, the caricatures received by tho Post 
Otlico utter tho issue of thoso envelopes, and a 
hundred curiosities besides were noticed. Some 
idea of tho value of tho exhibits may bo gathered 
from tho fact that tho whole exhibition is insured 
against firo and burglary to the value of £100,000 
or thereabouts. In a word, this exhibition contains 
everything that the heart of tho stamp collector 
could _possiblv desire.

Tho tour of investigation being completed, 
tho company adjourned to luncheon in tho 
room which was once the Chamber of Horrors. 
After luncheon Mr. Tapling, M .P ., as the 
Postmaster-General afterwards observed, struck 
tho keynote of tho occasion by proposing the 
health of “  Tho Queen and Empress.”  The next 
toast was that of “  Tho Prince and Princess of 
Wales and the rest of the Royal Fam ily,”  in 
reply to which

The Dukk of Edinburgh said,—On behalf o f the 
Prince and Princess of Wales and tho rest of the 
Koyal Family, and on my own behalf, I return you 
sincere thanks for tho kind manner in which you have 
drunk to their healths and to mine. I also assure you 
of the great pleasure which it gives to the Prince of 
Wales and to all of ns to assist in anything which is 
calculated to tend towards the pleasure and the good 
of our fellow-cotmttymen. The Priuce of Wales i^ ' 
now, probably at this moment, engaged at Chatham in 
unveiling tho statne which has Deen erected in 
memory of General Gordon. I need not now allude 
further to the great Englishman whom we all lam ent; 
but it  is one of the great duties and one of the 
privileges o f Royal Princes to do honour to the great 
men who have been their fellow-countrymeD. It has 
also been our custom to lake close interest in the 
Services, as they are called , and to-day Prince 
George of Wales starts in the Thrush, to which com­
mand he has been appointed. I am sure you w ill join 
with me in wishing him a prosperous and pleasant 
cruise. He also is a stamp collector, and ought to 
return with a good collection  from America and the 
West Indies. He is interested in the subject, and bis 
Collection ought to be worth haviDg. 1 w ill now 
Propose you the toast of ‘ ‘ Success to the E xh ib ition /'

* Sir Saul Samuel having spoken 
The Postmaster-General said that the chairman 

XMr. Tapling, M .P .) had struck the keynote of the 
place by proposing the health of the Queen and 
Empress, thus calling attention to tho Imperial scope 
of the exhibition. The society had discovered the 
poetic and the artistic element in a very prosaic 
matter. For his own part he could not claim that 

j during his tenure o f office he had made many contribu­
tions towards philately or, as ho preferred to call it, 
philotely, but he might mention, without breach of 
official confidence, that the design of the threepenny 
postcard, which was his latest contribution, had been 
submitted to her Majesty, that her Majesty had ex­
pressed approval of it, und that he had little  doubt 
that the Duke o f Edinburgh had inherited his taste 
for postage stamps. _ .

Bofore tho company broke up an interesting, if 
desultory, conversation took place concerning the 
meaning of “ philately.”  Certain enthusiasts of 
tho committee maintained that they were right 
and Mr. Raikes wa3 wrong, seeing that tho word 
they intended to reproduce was (piXariXtia, 
which would mean “  a love for freedom from 
taxation.”  Mr. Ralkes’ s word, on the other hand, 
would be fiXoriXua, which may bo interpreted 
into a species of official fondness for taxation, and 
it may safely bo asserted that unless philotely 
had obtained tho mastery over philately, the ex­
hibition which is our subject matter could never 
have come into existence. 104

POSTAGE STAMP EXHIBITIONitíH
IO S. Go. b

t e a 1-/ u . *In the buildings once associated witi 
saud and the Cattle Show, but now changed not only in 
appearance but in name, and known as the Port- 
man Rooms, there has been opened the most splendid 
collection of postage stamps ever gathered together* 
It it the first of its kind in Eugland, but nevertheless it 
transcends in quantity and quality any similar show 
which has been held at Vienna aud other Continental 
capitals. Th&Jubilee of the Penny Post suggested the 
undertaking to Mr. M. P.Castle, a well-known collector, 
and his ideas were warmly taken up by the Philatelic 
Society, which promptly formed an executive com­
mittee, consisting of Mr. P. A. Philbrick, Q.C., Mr. 
T. K. Tapling, M.P., Mr. Douglas Garth, Mr. E. D. 
Bacon, Mr. J. A . Tilleard, and Mr. Castle, with Mr. 
Charles Colman as honorary secretary. As the number 
o f entries soon convinced these gentlemen that large 
premises would have to be secured for their display, the 
Portman Booms were secured, and when the Duke of 
Edinburgh, himself an ardent collector, consented to 
open the Exhibition, the success of the enterprise 
seemed to be a foregone conclusion. It may at once 
be stated that this happy augury has been amply ful­
filled. When it is stated that the accumulated stamps 
are valued at over £100,000, that a heavy insurance 
has been effected at Lloyd’s, and that guardians 
watch the cases day and night, it may readily be 
imagined that visitors can enjoy a long afternoon 
at this wonderful museum with a keen sense ot the 
value o f that which they are inspecting. There was a 
time when stamp collecting was scoffed at as the aimless 
amusement o f schoolboys and very young ladies, hut 
actual experience has shown that it has become 
an art in its development, and one of the most valu­
able aids to geographical knowledge. Last year 
the first stamp auction was held in London, and 
since then sales have been frequent, great prices 
being realised. For instance, last month a Bolivar 
small green 10 cent stamp of the first issue sold for £95, 
a Bolivia 600 cent black for £40, a British Guiana 1353 
4 cent blue for £21, a 4d vermilion, Id Venetian red, 
and 2d rose of Great Britain for £82 Os, a laureate J Id 
Bydney with an error in the impression for £46, a 
Victoria headed oval 6d orange for £87 6s, a Confede­
rate States (used) 5 cent blue for £34, a West Australia 
first issue 2d brouze for £57 6s, a ditto 6d for £80, and a 
Providence black (unused) 10 cent for £34. These sums 
give unmistakable evidence of the keen competition which 
exists among philatelists. Small ¡wonder, then, that 
nowadays bundles o f old letters are carefully overhauled 
by searchers after the forgotten treasures of the en­
velopes, and that the names of collectors such as M. 
Ferrari, of Paris, and Mr. Tapling, M.P., enjoy a 
world-wide fame. At the Portman Rooms the cases 
positively swarm with rarities. There is the only joined 
pair of the unprepossessing pink first issue of British 
Guiana alongside its yellow, green, and blue brethren, 
all the property o f Mr. E. B. Luard; there is 
Major E. B. Evans’s splendid lot of Afghans, somo 
so scarce that only disfigured specimens are known 
to exist. Then, again, there is Lord Kingston’s nearly 
complete set of unused English issue ; there is Mr.
E. D. Bacon’s vast assemblage of Japanese stamps, all 
native made and of endless variety ; there are Mr. 
Tapling’s Reunions, valued at £60 to £70 a pair, and 
his Mauritius, of which he boasts some examples 
to be found in no other English collection, and of 
which some fourteen or fifteen others only are known 
to exist elsewhere. The same amateur's Hawaiian are 
probably unique, one sheet of twelve being ap­
praised at £400; and his New South Wales, including 
an uncut sheet of the first penny stamp, must fill 
the spectator with envy as they lie alongmide of the 
fine assortment belonging to Mr. Castle and Mr. W. B. 
Thornhill. Possibly no one but a connoisseur would 
gauge the value o f those Japanese postcards at £5 a 
piece, or care to expend £30on the yellow shilling label 
o f  Mauritius, or £200 on an unused 2d stamp of the 
same colony. Who but hecould guess that a set of eight 
Austrian envelopes would fetch £50, or imagine a 3d 
“  green ”  of New South Wales represented cash to the

e
ent of from£10 to £15 ? Look, too, at the Duke of Edin- 
gh’s fine row of Greek “  errors,”  Dr. Mailman’s Ame­
rican “ locals,”  Mr. Tapling’s Pacific Steam Navigations, 

and Major Evans’s splendid group of native Indians, in­
cluding those o f Bhopal, Thind, Soruth, ¡Kashmir, 
Nowanugger, Poonch, Sirmoor, Jannaghar, Puttialia, 
Gwalior, Faridkot, Nabha, Chamba, and other Eastern 
States, whose names are certainly not household words 
in Europe. There are such cariosities as uncut sheets

of Philippines, Mulready’s original design for his enve­
lope, belonging to Miss Jaffray ; the Duke of Lein­
ster's inverted “  Black Swan “ ; James Chalmers’s first 
adhesive; Sir Rowland Hill’s unrivalled group of 
models, specimens, and trophies, including the first 
Albert medal ever given by the Royal Society; and last, 
but not least, the large trophy o! forgeries, nearly all 
o f  which are believed to be the work of one Italian en­
graver, some o f whose imitations are very nearly per­
fect. Again, there is the ingenious perforating ma­
chine o f Messrs. Perkins and Bacon, and the great show 
of reprints displayed by the Tasmanian Government. 
Those of New South Wales are on their way, and will 
add greatly,to the interest of the exhibition. The 
exhibits I o f such firms ss Lincoln, Maury, Stafford 
Smith, Pemberton and Wilson, and Stanley Gib­
bons show that the great dealers have not 
neglected their opportunity, and there is Mr.
J. Leighton, F.S.A., with his simple and original 
method of voting at elections by post. Indeed, it is 
almost impossible to give a ,satisfactory idea of tikis 
novel and historical collection. \ 0  I

Punctually at noon the Duke of Edinburgh, who was 
received, by a guard of honour of the 24tb Middlesex 
(Post Cfffiee) Rifles, entered the building, and was re­
ceived by Mr. Tapling and the committee. Among those 
pi «sent were the Duke o f Teck, the Duke of Leinster, 
ruord Bangor, Lord Barrington, Lord Kingston, Sir 
Saul Samuel, Mr. Braddon (Agent-General for Tas­
mania), Admiral Woods, and Sir S. A. Blackwood, who 
were joined later on by Mr. Raikes (Postmaster­
General). Mr. Tapling, when his Royal Highness had 
taken his stand on the flower-decked dais, welcomed the 
Duke in a brief address, in which he pointed out 
the interest which had been aroused by the Postage 
Jubilee. His Royal Highness said in reply :

“  Ladies and Gentlemen—Haring myself for some 
time been interested in the subject to which this exhi­
bition is devoted, 1 was glad to receive an invitation to, 
open it, and to have the opportunity of inspecting the 
highly interesting collection which is dow  to be dis­
played to the public. The fiftieth anniversary o f the 
introduction of postage stamps into the world has cer­
tainly been well-chosen for the inauguration of the 
exhibition. I  congratulate you upon the assistance 
and co-operation so kindly bestowed by the Postal de­
partment, both of this country and of the Colonies, 
as well as by the numerous private individuals 
who have placed Bt your disposal their valuable collec­
tions, and I need hardly say how much pleasure it 
afforded me to do what lay in my own power to assist 
you. I heartily wish all success to your efforts, and 
trust that the results will very materially conduce to 
the advantage of the charitable institutions connected 
with the General Post Office which have been so appro­
priately selected to receive benefit therefrom. 1 have 
now only to declare this exhibition open.”

The Royal party then made a tour of the exhibits, 
the Duke of Edinburgh frequently stopping to discuss 
the technicalities of some of the specimens with 
Mr. Tapling and others. At one o’clock luncheon 
was served to some fifty guests in what was once the 
Chamber of Horrors, but which was now devoted to 
more appetising occupation. A  word of praise 
must be given to Messrs. Maclure for the menus devised 
and executed by them. The coven, illustrative oi the ( 
progress of penny postage, were decorated with “ Queen’s 
beads,”  real aud unused, dating from 1840 onwvds. 
After lunch Mr. Tapling rose, and, having given the 
toast of “  The Queen and Empress,”  which wa* | 
drunk with all honours, added that o f the “  rest of 
the Koyal family, coupled with the name of the Duke 
of Edinburgh.”  His Royal Highness, who was greeted 
with long-continued applause, said,

“  My Lords and Gentlemen—1 return you my sincere 
thanks for the kind manner in which you have drunk 
my health. I also assure you that it give* the greatest 
pleasure to the Pnaoe of Wales and the rest of the 
Royal family to visit any exhibition which tends to the 
good of our fellow-countrymen. I may tell you that 
the Prince is engaged almost at this very moment in 
unveiling the statue of General Gordon at Chatham. I 
need not now allude to the merits of that 
great Englishman whom we all mourn, but it is one of 
the duties and privileges of the Royal Princes to do 
honour to the famous men whom they are proud to call 
their fellow-countrymen. It is, moreover, also our
privilege to be connected with the public services. To­
day Prince George of Wale* starts—nay, probably has 
started—from Chatham in the Thrush, to the command 
of which he has been appointed. I am sure you will 
join with me in wishing him a prosperous and pleasant 
cruise. He also i* a stamp collector, and I hope that he 
will return with a goodly nmuber of additions from 
North America and the West Indie*. I am a collector, 
too, and I have been only too glad to contribute speci­
mens to this fine exhibition. I need not detain you 
longer, for, no doubt, you are all anxious to resume 
your inspection of the treasures in the other room.” 
The Duke resumed his place amid loud cheers.

Mr. Tspling .then proposed “ The Foetal Bystem 
of Great Britain and tht Colonies.”  The Post­
master-General, in responding, said that Mr. Tapliug 
had very happily given her Majesty the title of 
Queen-Empress, thereby alluding to the Greater 
Britain, which owned her sway. He might without in-v 
discretion state that the Queen took the greatest^ 
interest in things postal, and in evidence he re­
lated bow interested she had been in the de­
velopment of the threepenny Australian post-card,1 
which bore a full-length portrait of herself 
on it. Sir Saul Samuel also replied, and, referring to 
the charges that had been made of disloyalty against 
those who had substituted the emu, the platypus, the 
ksugaroo.and the lyre bird forthesovereign’s head on the 
stamps of the Antipodes, asserted that he might say that 
the last-Damed biped possibly typified these calumniators. 
Great laughter followed the worthy Agent-General's 
caustic remark, and then the Royal party again 
circulated through the exhibition, tbe Duke of Teck 
frequently stopping to speak to those Post Office ride- 
men who had served in Egypt. The Duke of Edin­
burgh before leaving intimated his intention of agaiu 
visiting this marvellous proof of civilisation and pro­
gress.
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THE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION,
----------«•--------- tO O f

An exhibition promoted by the Philatelic 
Society * * fi opened yesterday at the Portman Room«, 
Baker-6treet. The first suggestion o f each an exhibition 
was mado by Mr. Castle, and was taken up by 
the Philatelic Society, who determined that it should 
take place in the present year as a suitable com­
memoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the first 
issue of postage stamps. An influential committee was 
appointed, and they issued appeals for co-operation to 
the postal authorities of our Colonies and of foreign 
countries. These appeals were warmly responded to, 
especially by the Colonies, and the collection is by far 
the best ever brought together. Many private col­
lectors have largely contributed from their stores, to 
fill up any blanks that might occur in the continuity of 
the various series of stamps, the Duke of Edinburgh 
(who it an enthusiastic collector) lending a large number 
of specimens from his collection. The stomps are ar­
ranged in eleven rows of glass cases extending the 
entire length of the great hall, and other cases are 
affixed to the walls. Many of the stamps exhibited 
have a large money value from their extreme scarcity; 
and there are some which have never been issued, the 
whole series having been cancelled before they had bees 
placed at the public disposal.

At twelve o’clock the Duke o f Edinburgh took hi s 
place on the platform ; and Mr. T. K. Taplin, M.P., 
Vice President of the Society and Chairman o f the 
Executive Committee, read an address. In the course 
of this ho sketched the history of the exhibition, 
and expressed the thanks of the Society to the postal 
authorities of our own and other countries, and to 
the Duke and other private collectors, who had 
greatly aided, by the loan of rare stamps, to render the 
Exhibition as complete as possible. He hoped that 
the interest of the public in the Exhibition would 
be sufficient to enable a considerable sum to be placed at 
the disposal of the charities connected with the Post 
Office.

The Duke of EniMuruoH replied Gentlemen,— 
Having myself been for some time interested in the sub­
ject to which this exhibition is devoted, I was glad to 
receive an invitation to open it, and to have the oppor­
tunity of inspecting the highly interesting collection 
which is to be displayed to the public. 'The fiftieth anni­
versary of the introduction of postage stamps into the 
world has certainly been well chosen for the inauguration 
of the exhibition, I congratulate you upon the assistance 
and co-operation bo kindly bestowed by the postal depart­
ments of this country and of the Colonies, as well as by 
thenumerous private individuals whohave placed at your ■ 
disposal their valuable collections ; and I need hardly 
say how much pleasure it afforded me to do what lay in 
my power to assist you. I heartily wish all success to I 
your efforts, and tmst that the result will very materially j 
conduce to the advantage of the charitable institutions 
connected with the General Post Office. I now declare 
the exhibition open.

The Duke then proceeded to examine the contents of 
the cases, and appeared greatly interested in this many 
rare specimens, and was particularly pleased with 
uie pencil drawings of the Queen’s head for the various 
senes of stamps, giving, in fact, a chronological seriee 
of portraits. These were executed by Mr. Castle. At 
a quarter to one o’clock the band of tho Post Office 
v olunteers arrived and took their place in the ante-room 
between the great hall and that in which luncheon was 
latd, and at one o’clock some thirty-fire gentlemen sat 
down to luncheon. Among those present were the Duke 
of Teck, the Duke of Leinster, the Earl of Kingston, 
Viscount Barrington, Viscount Bangor, Mr. Kaikos,
Sir Arthur Blackwood, Sir Saul Samuel, Agent General 
tor hew South Wales, Mr. Braddon, Agent General 
for Tasmania, Admiral Woods, and others.—Mr. 
c T^1 N* . the chair, is the owner of one

of the finest collections of stamns in the kingdom, the 
money value of which isestimatedat 50,000/.—The tomato 
of the Queen and the Prince of Wales and all the Royal 
tamfly were duly honoured, and, in answer to the last 
toast, the Duke of Edinburuk returned thanks, and 
assured his hearers of the pleasure taken by the 
rnnee of Wales, by himself, and other members of the 
Koyal family in doing anything in their power to add 
to the pleasure as well as the good of the public. He 
alluded to the fact that the Prince of Wales was present 
that day inaugurating at Chatham the statue of General 
V’^ o n ,  while his son sailed that-day on board the 
1 brush, his first command.—In returning thanks for 
™  toast of “  Success to the Exhibition, ’ propose-1 by 
the Duke of Edikduiwh, the C hairman said the postal 
improvements, as typified by the postage stamp, were 
scarcely inferior in their benefits to the poorer classes 
to the benefits effected by the discovery of printing.— 
the Dckk proposed “  The English and Colonial Stamps 
Dejiartmcnta, coupled with the names of Mr. Koikes 
« O H »  Saul Samuel.—Mr. Raises, in returning thanks, 
«mined to the fact that the present exhibition 
' M y  called to mind tho extent and variety 

mu "°™ 'n'on over which the Queen rules.
The exhibition will remain open to the public for 

, 2Pe i ‘me- The arrangements are all complete, and 
j™ect great credit upon the Committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Philbrick, Q.C., Taj,tin, M.P., Douglas Garth, 

Colman, J. A. Tilleard, M.P., Castle, and E. D. 
*sacon, who have for some time bocn working night and 

to'get through the difficult task o f classifying all 
the exhibit«, and getting all in perfect order for the 
owning day.________¡ f l  (H Q O .

LONDON PHILATELIC ETHTBT- 
TIOH. u - i :

The Duke of Edinburgh, himself an enthusiastic 
collector, opened yesterday, at the Port man Booms 
an exhibition of postage stamps, which has bees got 
together under the auspices of the Philatelic Society 
o f London, and which is the finest exhibition of the 
kind ever held. The Duke, on arriving at the rooms,
was received by the exhibition committee, with Mr. T.
K. Tapling, M .P., at their head, who conducted his 
Royal Highness to a dais, and then read an address, 
in which it was stated that the exhibition was held 
in connection with the 50th anniversary o f the intro­
duction of postage stamps on the 6th May, 1840, an 
event which had proved a blessing second to 
none of the reforms of the psst fifty years. 
On no previous occasion had so large and im­
portant a collection of postal issues and curiosi­
ties been brought together, and it appeared 
appropriate that the capital of England, where poetage- 
stamps were first introduced, should thus be chosen 
for the inauguration of such an exhibition. The 
society had to thank the postal authorities at home 
and in the colonies for their ready co-operation, and 
special thanks were due to bis Royal Highness for 
permitting (he use of stamps from his own oollectioD. 
Stamps from all the countries in the world were here 
represented.

The Duke, in replying, said :—“  Gentleman, I  
thank you very much for having invited me to oom© 
and open this Exhibition, one which will be of great 
interest, not only to stamp collectors and those who 
follow the science of philately themselves, but to the 
genera] public also ; and you could not have selected 
a more suitable time than this—the fiftieth anniver­
sary of the first introduction of postage-stamps. It 
is very fortunate that you have haosuchassistance from 
the postal departments of this country and of the 
colonies, and I am also very gratified to think that 
certain charities connected with the postal depart­
ment will be benefited by the proceeds of the Exhi­
bition. I have now, ladies ana gentlemen, only to 
declare this Exhibition open.”

The Duke was then conducted through the Exhibi­
tion, spending a considerable time in viewing the 
exhibits. The Duke o f  Teck, who had arrived m  the 
interval, and Mr. Cecil Raikes, M.P. (Postmaster­
General), together with Sir S. A. Blackwood (Secre­
tary of the Post Office), also inspected the exhibition. 
A  guard of honour of the 24th Middlesex (Post 
Office) Rifle Volunteers, under the command of 
Major MacGregor, and the drum and fife band of the 
regiment, were in attendance.

W*. POSTAGE STAMPS. Z/+ i' JotU '
When the jubilee anniversary of uniform penny postage war 
being celebrated in January last, tbe occasion was frequently 
incorrectly referred to ns the postage-stamp celebration, but, 
as a matter of fact, that humble though most useful agent in 
the social economy of modern life was not introduced until 
May 1840, being five months later than the inauguration o f 
penny postage. It may be remembered that prepayment was 
o f the essence o f the postal reform o f 1840. but there was 
considerable difficulty in carrying out this part of the plan, 
until Rowland H ill availed himself of the plan, which he 
attributed to his friend Mr. Charles Knight, the publisher, to 
use “ bits o f paper large enough to hear the stamp,-nnd‘ 
covered at the back with a glutinous wash, which might, 
by applying a little moisture, he attached to the letter with­
out a wafer." The idea commended itself to the Com­
missioners of Post Office Inquiry in 18,17, before whom it 
was brought, and a clause providing for the use o f such 
stamps was inserted in the Penny Postage Act. Some 
delay occurred in bringing the proposed stamps into 
use ow ing to the process o f selecting suitable designs, a 
matter that caused considerable competition. The Government 
decided at first to try both the proposed adhesive label and 
a stamped cover, and a proclamation was issued inviting “ all 
artists, men o f science, and the public in general to offer 
proposals as to the manner in which the stamp may be best 
brought into use," prizes o f £200 and £100 respectively being 
offered for the proposals which should be deemed most deserv­
ing of attention. »Some three thousand proposals were sent in, 
and as regards the envelopes the well-remembered but ill- 
fated Mulready envelope was selected, the brief career of 
which is already matter o f history. The postage-label, on the 
other hand, proved entirely successful. The design selected was 
that sent in by Messrs. Bacon and Peteb, being engraved on a 
steel die by Mr. Charles Heath, the portrait, o f the Queen having 
been taken from a drawing by Mr. Henry Corbould from Wyon's 
City medal. The first issue in black, which two years later 
was altered to brown, so as to perfect the process of oblitera­
tion, and the more easily to detect the dishonest use of old 
stamps, is well remembered by most persons, and specimens 
are cherished by stamp-collectors. Since that period postage- 
stamps have undergone many changes that need scarcely be 
dwelt on here, the last alteration being made in 1887, when 
the Jubilee set which are now in use were introduced.

It is curious to note that at first some considerable 
opposition was manifested to the scheme for using postage­
labels ; and among many objections to their use urged by 
the Post-Office Secretary of that day was a remarkable one, 
to the effect that they would not be available for “ half­
ounce letters weighing an ounce or above” ; which was met 
by Rowland H ill with the nai ve reply that “  letters exhibiting 
so remarkable a peculiarity m ight present difficulties with 
which ho was not prepared to deal." The “ small stamped 
detached labels," however, as o f course we know, at once 
became a marked popular success, and in the first fifteen years 
after their introduction more than 3,000,000,000 stamps were 
manufactured in order to meet the general demand, and this 
notwithstanding that in the early years o f penny postage 
prepayment by stamps was not compulsory. The number o f 
postage-stamps used at the present time for ordinary corre­
spondence m aybe gathered from the fact that the total number 
o f letters, packets, <ke., passing through the post to which 
stamps are affixed now averages over 2,000,000,000 in the year, 
which number is exclusive o f 200.000,000 postcards.

As may be imagined, it wns not long before other uses were 
discovered to which postage-stamps could be put, and for many 
years they were freely used for the purpose of making small 
remittances, postmasters being allowed to purchase them from 
the public at a small rate of discount. The subsequent 
expansion o f the money-order system nnd reduction of the 
money-order rates, as well as the reduction of the fee for 
registered letters, greatly lessened the use o f stamps in this 
respect, and the practice has since always been strongly 
condemned by the authorities. The introduction o f postal 
orders for small fixed amounts in 1881 almost wholly removed 
tho necessity for making nse o f stamps in this manner, but 
they have played a most useful part in conjunction with that 
system, as. to the extent of fivepence, they arc allowed to tie 
used i f  affixed to the face o f the postal order to make up odd 
sums not provided for by the system. Their utility in this 
respect has been most marked, and the value o f the stamps 
so used is represented by a marvellously large amount.

In the matter o f  thrift postage-stamps play a very active 
part. The minimum lim it of a deposit in the Post Office 
Savings Bank is one shilling ; but there are many persons to 
whom even this lim it is too high, and to encourage providence 
among this class it was arranged some years ago that slips 
should be issued containing spaces for twelve penny stamps, 
and that any such slip having unused postage-stamps affixed 
to it to the value o f  a shilling should be received as an 
ordinary deposit o f that amount. The plan has proved 
enormously successful, and more than half a million o f money 
bas been saved in the Post Office through tbe simple agency of 
postage-stamps.

In telegraphic matters, as we know, stamps have been 
found extremely useful, and when, in 1870, the Government 
took over the electric wires o f the country it  was at once 
apparent to the authorities that this would be the most ready 
and convenient method o f prepaying telegrams. At first, as 
may bo remembered, distinctive stamps were used with the 
object o f distinguishing between postal and telegraph revenue, 
but other means o f doing this have since been devised, and 
tho introduction o f a unified stnmp which is applicable for 
postal, telegraph, and Inland Revenue purposes has much 
simplified matters.

An interesting feature in the history o f  postage-stamps 
is the new science to which it has given birth, known as 
Philately, which deals with the collection and examination 
o f postage-stamps o f all countries. Stamp-collecting set in 
very soon after the introduction o f the adhesive label, and at 
one time the mania was so great that, as one chronicler tells 
us, crowds nightly congregated in Birchin-lane, to tbe great 
annoyance and wonder o f  the nninitiated, “  where Indies and 
gentlemen o f all ages and ranks, from Cabinet Ministers to 
crossing-sweepers, were busy with album and portfolio in 
hand, buying, selling, or exchanging.”  These scenes were the 
germs of what has since developed into a new and prosperous 
trade. Excitement in this direction does not now pro­
bably run so high, for the mania lias been reduced to 
a dignified science which is represented by several 
societies; and the Philatelic Exhibition, which was opened 
by the Duke o f Edinburgh on May 111 in celebration 
o f the postage-stamp jubilee, has been made highly in­
teresting by the comparison of the results o f  the many 
enthusiasts in this direction. But in its ordinary influence 
the collection of stamps probably affects the younger portion 
more than the adult section o f the community. The fever 
is one from which few schoolboys escape, and, if it tends 
to a greater geographical and topographical interest on their 
part, it must bo admitted that even in this respect the postage- 
stamp is not without practical value. A. G. B.
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The recent Philatelic Exhibition reminds the Ftathered World how great a 

art birds play in what stamp collectors call ‘ philately.” In heraldry the eagle, 
fhTereat emblem of empire, is of the most frequent occurrence. As in heraldry, 

in the science of postagestamps. Naturally enough, it is the empires which have 
rhieflv adopted the eagle for this purpose. The Austrian stamps bear a represen- 
^tion of the Emperor, but they formerly sported the double-headed eagle, therein 
resembling the Russians and the people of Lubeck. The same devtce was 
S  he original stamps of the French colonies. The single headed eagle

S,. heen used for Russia, for the German Empire, and for Venezuela, and, in 
rare însunces, in the land of the Stars and Stripes. The United States 
h a v e 'issued far more postage-stamp varieties than any other country—even 
S t  Britain; but, almost invariably, their stamps represent the head» of 
Pirious Presidents, from Washington to Garfield- lo  the rule of the 
eaede for the empire, China forms the proverbial exception, and uses 
»ha dragon in place of the king of birds. The stamps of Great Britain 
and of our colonies as a general rule use female heads, which are more or less 
nnlike her Majesty; but far more worthy attempts to represent the Queen have 
Sen made in Newfoundland and Canada. Some of our colonies have, 
however shown a little variety. Trinidad and Barbadoes, which are now sadly 
commonplace, formerly used pretty little pictures of Britannia; whilst. in 
commo»F > a beaver and also the Prince Consort, and in Newfound-
2 S a  se™ An emu f, ¡ho™ on one of the new series of New South Wales 

. v.ut from the bird-lover’s point of view, this must give way to Western
J S S S ta i  The »ingle swans there ’ are admirable, and posses, the

and art " o f  one of Congreve’s nymphs. The only other stampsbeaxmg 
th*e S r k o f  the bird, which w e  can at present recollect,, are the gentledoves 
in  tbeembossed stamps of Switzerland and the attractive green wrrots on those of Guatemala. 1 7
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^ A N O T H E R  PO STAL JU B IL E E  C E LE B R A TIO N .
The success of the evening at the Guildhall on behalf of the Rowland Hill 

Benevolent Fund has encouraged the Post Office authorities to further effort. 
Arrangements have now been completed for another far vaster festival to be 
held at South Kensington Museum on an early day in July. The Queen 
having consented to become the patron of the movement, the Postmaster­
General feels himself at liberty to heartily co-operate, and it is intended to 
make the event memorable in the history of the Post Office. The day will 
be one o f general holiday in the Post Office. The Privy Council have lent 
the Museum for the purpose, and an influential committee o f officers of 
the Post Office is filing formed with the intention to make the meeting 
a success. The rai.way companies of the United Kingdom have been 
approached on the subject, and have consented to issue to all officers of the 
Post Office able to obtain leave of absence return tickets to and from London 
at a cost which in most cases will be less and in no cases more than an 
ordinary single fare. The same privilege will be extended to their wives and 
children.

1
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Jubilee of Uniform P e n n y  Postage.—The 
following notice has been issued from the General 
Post Office to branch post-offices: —“  Conversazione 
at South Kensington Museum on Wednesday, July 2, 
1890, under the most gracious patronage of her 
Majesty the Queen.—Special postal jubilee envelope. 
.—An envelope bearing a postage stamp of the value of 
Id. has heen specially designed in commemoration of 
the jubileo of uniform penny postage. 'I he enve­
lope* can lie obtained at this office on July 2 next. 
Each envelope will contain an appropriate corre­
spondence card, and will be sold for a shilling. The 
proceeds, after deducting the coat of production and 
the value of the postage stamp, will he devoted to 
the Howland Hill Benevolent Fund for the relief nnd 
assistance of Post Gllire servants or their widows nnd 
children. The plate of the envelope will be broken 
up immediately, and no further issue will he made. 
Orders in advance will be taken l.ere. as it is not 
improbable that the strictly limited, supply will bo 
exceeded by tbe demaud.”  i f , (, <f0 V * i

Rowland Hill  B enevolent Fund.— We un­
derstand tbat the Baroness Burdett-Coutts, Mr. 
William Lidderdale, and Alderman Sir James White* 
head, D .L ., are about to unite in an appeal to the 
public for fuDds to increase the invested property of 
the Howland H ill Beuevulent Fund, That fund 
amonnts to about £17,000, from which an income is 
derived of a little  more than £600 a year. The fund 
is designed to meet circumstances which the Super­
annuation Act cannot provide for, especially in afford­
ing assistance to widows and orphans of Post Office 
servants. There are probably about 100,000 officials 
in the Post Office ; and it is thought that the jubilee 
year of the adoption of uniform inland penny post­
age affords a favourable opportunity of appealing 
for support to a public always so generous and con­
siderate towards servants of the Post Office. In anti^ 
cipation of this appeal some liberal donations bava 
been received. Her Majesty the Queen is already th« 
patron of tho society, and a contributor to its funds.) 
Lord Rothschild has promised £100, the Philatelia 
Society £50, and the firm of Messrs. B e la Rue and 
Co. have sent to the Post Office the handsome dopetios 
Of £200. AO.L <?0 1 «  J
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TH E JU BILEE OF TH E P E N N Y  POST.
i b b . i j t j .  • ----------- - "A rl

The celebiation of 50 years’ successful work­
ing of the uniform penny post of Sir Rowland 
Hill is to be complotod by the fete to take place, 
m  already announced in our columns, at South 
Kensington on July 2. The programme of this 
entertainment has now been settled in its main 
outlines, and it may fairly be said that it does 
credit to the ingenuity of the Post Office officials 
who hare arranged it. The jubilee has already 
been celebrated by an official dinner, over which 
Mr. Raikes presided, and at which two past Post* 
ruasters-Goneral were among the speakers. It has 
further been commemorated by the reoent enter­
tainment at the Guildhall, an entertainment 
honoured by the presenoe of the Prince of Wales, 
and presenting many unusual features. In  
organizing this entertainment the members of the 
Corporation had the assistance of a Post Office 
committee, and the interesting exhibition of the 
methods and apparatus of the department which 
was to be seen at the Guildhall on the 16th, 
17th, and 19th of May must have rendered it 
difficult to hit upon any further novelty. It 
has, however, been the wish of the Post­
master-General and his staff that all ranks of 
the service should have the opportunity of 
participating in the commemoration of the 
Penny Post. With this object the third and con­
cluding fSte to take place at South Kensington 
has been arranged ; and the inventiveness o f  the 
Post Office seems to have risen to tho occasion.

The entertainment takes place under the ex­
press patronage of the Queen, and the Duke of 
Edinburgh (who will be accompanied by tho 
Duchess) will be the President of the conversazione. 
Amongst the Vice-Presidents, in addition to Mr. 
Raikes, are the Prime Minister, the First Lord of 
the Treasury, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and a long list of past Postmasters-General.

After the arrival of the President a procession, 
headed by the Lord Mayor’ s silver trumpeters of 
the City, attending by kind permission, will be 
formed, and will proceed to a dais constructed at 
the' extremity of the north court of the museum. 
At a signal, a retired officer of the Post Office will 
then deliver to her Royal Highness the Duchess of 
Edinburgh a letter o f  congratulation and thanks, 
signed by the sole surviving brother of the late 
Sir Rowland Hill, and by officers of the Post 
Office still in the full activity of life, some of 
whom date their entry into the service so far back 
as 1829. The signatures, which will be very 
numerous, will, with a single exception, be those 
of officers who entered the Post Office service not 
later than the year 1840. Meantime, the South 
Kensington Museum will have been placed in 
direct telegraphic communication with the Con­
tinent of Europe, and it is anticipated that the 
next event will be the arrival of a telegram direct 
from Russia, the receipt of which will illustrate 
in a very marked way the marvellous agency 
which the telegraphio side of the Post Office con­
trols, and which admits of an almost instan­
taneous exchange of language between points per­
haps thousands of miles apart. When this tele­
gram is delivered, there will be yet another letter, 
which, signed by the Postmaster-General and the 
Secretary of the Post Office, will thank her Royal 
Highness in the name of all the present sorvants 
of the Post Office for her condescension and kind­
ness. Then will be given three cheers for her 
Majesty the Queen, not merely by those assembled 
in the museum, but by Post Office servants 
stationed at the extreme points of the British 
Isles, A telegraphio apparatus will be put in 
motion, which will transmit an electric signal to 
towns selected as representative of the geographi­
cal extremities of the United Kingdom ; Ler­
wick, for example, in the Shetland Islands, in the 
north ; Edinburgh and Glasgow in the north-east 
and north-weBt, Penzance, Portsmouth, and Dover 
in the south, Galway in the west, and Yarmouth 
in the east. Oh the signal so transmitted being 
received at these distant parts, cheers will break 
forth simultaneously with the cheers of the visi­
tors at South Kensington. At other offices not 
telegraphically connected, by concerted arrange­
ments cheers will be given as near as may be at 
the same time, so that throughout the length and 
breadth of the United Kingdom a like tnbute of 
loyalty will be paid at the same moment of time. 
It need hardly be said that these simultaneous 
cheers will not be given by virtue of an official 
order, but as the result of an invitation from the 
officers composing the executive committee to 
their brother and Bister officers throughout the 
serrioe.

In the architectural oourt a thorough going 
post-office w ill be established, at whion all the 
duties proper to a branch post-office and to a dis­
trict sorting-office will be performed; and in 
another part of the building, a telegraphio ciiouit, 
communicating direct with Berlin or some other 
Continental oity, will be set in motion. Other 
branch offices for the sale of the new jubilee en­
velope will be established, and the old Guildhall 
office of 1790 will be reproduced. But the most 
remarkable feature of departmental business will

probably be found in an ambitious attempt ta 
anticipate the next hundred years and to forecast 
the facilities likely to be realised in 1990. It 
will certainly tax the inventive power of the Post 
Offioe to the utmost, not only to .devise, but to 
carry out with any measure of success so highly 
imaginative a p ro ject; but its authors w illbe 
safe in the knowledge that the most severe critio 
will be unable to convict them of error.

The quadrangle of the museum will probably 
be lighted by elecfarioity, and the bands of the 
Grenadiers and the Royal Artillery will be in 
attendance ; while Maoame Valleria, Mr. Sims 
Reeves, and many other artists have generously 
promised to aid a Post-office choir in the concert 
room. ____ __________________  \"bO

JU B IL E E  of UKtFOHM FKN ¡N Y POSTAGE.—
POST OSPICK CON VKRSAZIONB M South Kannacum 

Mara i cd, under the moat grnciou* patrouftj ;e oi Her MAJbtiTY The
SUREN, on Wednesdur. July 2. l&W. in AID or the KOWLA.Nl> 

ILL BENEVOLENT /UNO.
Their Kojrnl Highncases the Duke and Duchets of Rdln- 

burgn have gruricnuUy sign plied their iowntlou of being («resent. 
Fresidsotof the Cunverseziooe—HiA Royal High ness the DUKE of

M* L Q* EDINBURGH. K.G.
“ * •  * *  Vice Ifraudente.

The Right Hon. Henry Cecil Raikes,M.F., Her Majesty • Postmaster­
General. ^

The Most lion, the Marqui« of Salisbury. K.Q.
The Right Hon. W. H. Smith, M.P, 1
The Right lion. G. J. Coachrn, M R  #

And the foltuwiou ex-Poatmnster-Gcorrah Hi* Grace the Duka 
of Arsgll. K.O., K.T., his Grace the Duke of Rutland, O.C.B., the 
Bight IJoo. Lord EluI#. the Right lloo, the Marquis of Hurting- 
toil, M R . the Right Hon. (3, J. iihaw-Luietre, M .R , the Right Hon. 
Sir Lyon Playfair, K.C.R.. M.R

Also his Grace the Duke of Aberoom# (1R., Lis Grace the Duke 
of Marl - orough, his Grace the Duke of Fortlau'l, but Grace the Duke 
of Wellington, tho Meruitis of liioon, K.G., the Marquis of Ureadal- 
tune, ihe Karl of Aahbumham, the Karl of Bradford, the Earl of 
Clarendon, the Earl of Derby, K.G , the Earl of Gainsborough, the 
Karl Grey, K.G., the Karl of Jcrs* j ,  the Karl •spencer, K.G., tli** Karl 
Waldetmtve, Sir Jan** Wbitehesd, B»rl., D.L., Sir Arthur Black­
wood, K C .U , Pea moo Hill, hsq.

Tnc Coinm’ tie** have the pleasu'e of announcing that with great 
liberality and kindnera the following dialing lishril artistes nave 
generously given their services for the occasion :—

Madame Valleria Mr. FredY. King
Madame Annie Marriott Mr. Sydney Beekley
M i» Alice Gomez Mr. J. K. Kayoe (vi din)
Miss Nellie Levey Mr. Leo Htern (violoncello)
Mr. 8ims Reeves Madame Knckenhau* (piano)
Mr. (ten Davies Mr. Allred J .Caldicott, MuaBao.
Mr. Percy Palmer Mr. Arthur Fuwee
The Uatid of the Grenadier Guards (conducted by (.lent. Dan 

Qodlrcy), by p^rtnlatiou of Colonel Trotter ; and the String Baud of 
the Royal Artillery (conducted tij Cavalier Zavertalk by permission of 
the Officer Comaaandin/. will ulav during tnu evening.

Special Stamp C6lioctioa*.->Au extensive collection of British 
stamp* will be kindly lent by the Board of Inland Revenue, and will 
be shown in the Crnlkahaok’s Gallery. The oolleotiou belonging u* 
the Government of Nea South Wales Isas also been lent for the occa­
sion ; and the Post Office collection will likewise lie shown.

The Post Office Cbotr (under the UireoUon of Mr. Sydney Beckley) 
will slug a selection of part songs.

I »ranch uoat offices, a sorting office, and telegraph office* will be 
established in the Museum.

Tnlmrraphic communication with the Continent willbe maintained, 
as at the Jubilee at tbe GuiMhall, coder tho eyee of the visitors.

(t is ponible that while post offices of 1790 and 1890 will ba at work, 
some attempt »ill be made to forecast the progiess likely to be ob­
tained in 1990.

Tickets may now be obtained, price 7s. Sd. each,on application to the 
Hon Recretary, Jubilee Committee, General Poet Office, and at the 
several district and branch post offices In Loudon ; also at the usual 
Lbmriea and agents.

Uniform, lsevge, or evening dress.
The doors of the Museum will be opened at T pm., and carriages 

m«y be ordered for 12 o'clock.

I U B 1LEE o f U N IF O R M  PEN N Y P O S T A G E -
f J  POST OFFICE CONVERSAZIONE at South Kensington 
Museum, under the moot gracious patronage of Her MAJESTY Tho 
OOXEN, on Wednesday, July 2, 1890, in AID of the ROWLAND 
HILL BENEVOLENT FUND.

Their Royal Highnesses the Duke end Duchess of Edin­
burgh bare graciously signified their intention of being present. 
President of tho Conversazione—Hi* Royal Highness the DUKE of 

7 / . A  C O  EDINBURGH, K.G. . 2 * J/ r . . y  u  Vice Pf#iidwit*  \
The Right Hon. Henry Cecil Raikes,M.P., Her Majesty's Postmaster­

Central.
The Moet Hon. the Marquis of Salisbury, K.O.
The Right Hon. W. H. Smith, M.P.
The Right Hon. G. J. Goschen, M.P.

And the following ex-Postmasters-General : —
His Grace the Duke of Argyll. - -

K.O., K.T-
His Grace the Duke of Rutland,

G.C.B.
The Right Hon. Lord Emly

The Rirht Hon. the Marquis of 
Haiticgton, M.P.

The Right Hon. G. J. Shew* 
Lefevre. M.P.

The Right Hon.Sir Lyon Playfair,
K.CÏB., M.R

Also
His Grace the Duka of Aberoorn,

C.B.
His Grace the Duke of Marl­

borough
His Grace the Daks of Portland 
Hit Grace the Duke of Welling­ton #
The Marquis of Ripen, K.O.'
Ths Marquis of Bread albana 
The Karl of Ashburnhem 
The Karl of Bradford 
The Earl of Clarendon

The Earl of Derby, K.O.
The Earl of Üalotborough 
The Earl Gr er, K.G.
The Karl of Jeva»y 
The Earl Hpenoer, K.G.
The Earl Stanbope
The Earl of Strafford
The Earl Walderrave
Sir James Whitehesd, Bsrt.,D.L.
Sir Arthur Blackwood, K.O.B.
Pearson HUI, Esq.

The Committee hare the pleasure of announcing that with great 
liberality and klrdoevs the following distinguished artistes nave 
generously given their services for the occasion : —

Madame VaUeria 
Madame Annie Marriott 
Miss Alice Gomez 
Miss Nslll* Levey 
Mr. Sima Reeves 
Mr. Ben Davies 
Mr. Percy Palmer

Mr. Fredk. King 
Mr. Sydney lk-okley 
Mv. J. K. Payne (violin)
Mr. Leo Stern (violonoeUo) 
Madame Krickenhaus (piano)
Mr. Alfred J.Ouldicott, Mus. Baa 

_______ _______  Mr. Arthur Rogge
The Baud of the Grenadier Guards (conducted Lieut Dan 

Godfrey), by permission of Colonel Trotter, and of the Royal Artillery 
(conducted by Cavalier Zavertal), by permission of ths Officer Com­
manding, will play during the evening.

Special Stamp Col-ectlons — An extensive collection of British 
stamps will be kindly lent by the Board of Inland Revenue, and will 
be shown In the Cruikshaok’s Gallery. The collection l elouging to 
the Government of N*w Sooth Wales has also been lent fur the occa­
sion, and the Post Office collection will likewise be shown.

The Post Office Choir (under the direction of Mr. Sydney Beckley) 
wiU sing a selection of part soogt.

Branch post offices, a sorting offics, and talegraph offioss will ba 
established In ths Museum.

Telegraphic communication with the Continent wOl be maintained, 
as at the Jubilee at tbe Guildhall, under the eyes of the visitors.

It is possibls that while post offices of 1790 and 1880 will be at work, 
some attempt will ba mads to forecast the progress likely to bo ob­
tained in 1990.

Tickets may now be obtained, price 7a 6d_ each,en application to the 
Hon. Hecretary, Jubilee Committee, General Poet Office, and at the 
several district and branch post offices in London ; also at the usual 
libraries and agents.

Uniform. Lords or evening drees.
The doors of the Mu team will be opened at 7 p.zn., and carriages 

may be ordered for 12 o'clock.

T > O S Ì O FFICE J U B IL E E  CO N V E R SA ZIO N E . 
XT At BOOTH KINBItrU'rON MUSEUM, and JaW. lew.

Und«* tke Patron»« of HUM MAJESTY TBB QUKKH. 
T ick«,, p r ie  7». Sd. « o h . m b  now be had on applicati« t» tta» 
Hoaoiarr Boere ta rr. Jubilee Committee, ß.P.O„ London, AO.

F. K. BAINKS, Chairman of Ktecntir« Commit»»
„  W. 6. OATBB, Principal Honorary Secretary.,. (P
Gen ia l  Port OSce. 7th Jane, W>0. r  .. / J l * »

0»  O b 2a* of July of t i »  JubU«*
of Unifonn Penny Postage. A t thia 
moment Measrs. D& la Sue and Co. are 
bttaily engaced in producing, from the de­
sign of Mr. F. E. Baines, C.B., assistant 
secretary at the Post Office, a postal en­
velope of original and attractive character. 
Hus design—ears the Tim etyU  printed in 
a fine tint of bine on white patter, and the 
envelope is o f a larger size than ordinary

the. symbols of Royalty, together with 
the ause, tbe shamrock, and the thistle, which 
were so much admired on the QuiidhslI post­
card. A  lew lines of print at the head of the 
envelope refer to the jubilee, and the date of 
the pending conv erse si one at Booth Kensington. 
That come two sets of illustrations, one imply-
ing a centenary and the ether a jubilee, fn 
tbe former case, a mail coach drawn by 
four horses is ass timed to be making ta t 
Highgate, in 1790, with the North Mail in 
its lockers, and is travelling at a speed of 
ei^ht miles an hoar. As a contrast to 
this, at the foot of the envelope is repre­
sented the special mail train, composed exclu­
sively of Post Office carriages, which leaves 
Boston square every night a* half-past eight 
o’ clock for tbe North.

SPECIAL POSTAL 
r t i . Ç o

JU BILEE ENVELOPE.
\

Encouraged by the extraordinary demand which, 
attended the introduction, on the occasion of the 
recent Fenny Postage Jubilee at the Guildhall,, 
of a special post-card sold only on that occasion, 
the Post Office have resolved on issuing a 
specially designed postage envelope as a prin­
cipal feature of the celebration by the Department 
on the 2d of July of the Jubilee of Uniform 
Penny Postage.

At this moment Messrs. De la Rue and Co., 
who print for the Inland Revenue Department 
supplies of stamps for postal and other purposes, 
are busily engaged in producing, from the design 
of Mr. F . E. Baines, C.B., Assistant Secretary 
at the Post Office, a postal envelope of original 
and attractive character. This design is printed 
in a fine tint of blue on white paper, and the 
envelope is of a larger size than ordinary postal 
envelopes. It is impressed in the usual place 
with a postage stamp of the value of Id ,, and in 
the opposite corner with the same graceful indi­
cation of the symbols of Royalty, together with 
the rose, the shamrock, and the thistle, whioh 
were so much admired on the Guildhall post­
card. A few lines of print at the head of the 
envelope refer to the jubilee, and the date of the 
pending conversazione at South Kensington. Then 
come two sets of illustrations, one implying a 
centenary and tho other a jubilee. In  the former 
case, a mail coach drawn by four horses is 
assumed to be making for Highgate, in 1790, with 
the North mail in ita lockers, and is travelling at 
a speed of eight miles an hour. As a contrast to 
this, at the foot of the envelope is represented the 
special mail train, composed exclusively of Post 
Office carriages, which leaves Eus ton-square 
every night at half-past 8 o ’ clock for the North. 
It is described as approaching Carlisle, and, by 
a curious ooi .cidenoe, there is every probability, 
we understand, that an acceleration of this train 
will coL- nence on the day of the conversazione, 
under which the average speed will possibly be 
48 miles an honr. In  that case, the centenary 
will contrast a speed of 48 miles an hour by mail 
train with a speed of eight miles an hour of a 
mail coach. * '

The jubilee is indicated by two postmen—one 
in the garb of 60 years ago, when the rates of 
postage were various and nigh, and the other in 
the garb of the present day, when letters not over 
an ounce in weight pass at the unifonn postage 
of Id.

Although it is yet more than three weeks before 
these envelopes will be sold to tho pnblic, the 
demand, wo understand, is already very great, 
and tbe estimates formed of the total number 
likely to be absorbed by the publio are already 
greatly in excess of the quantity proposed to M 
printed. There is, consequently, every pro­
bability of the jubilee envolopes—which, by the 
way, will enclose a correspondence card of original 
design—rising in a few months, or possibly weeks, 
to the same high premium of a guinea which has 
already been obtained for the Guildhall post­
cards.

The chief feature of the correspondence card is 
a medallion portrait of Sir Rowland Hill in the 
upper left-hand corner, under which is printed 
the legend, "  He gave us Penny Postage.”  
These words originated, we understand, with tha 
late Lord Mayor, Sir James Whitehead, who has 
for some years taken a deep interest and a “  " 
part in the administration of the “  Rowland 
Benevolent Fund,”  to assist which the 
postal envelope has been devised. 4 >





m T .THE JUBILEE OF THE PENNY
Uj • -------------

The celobiation of GO years’ successful work­
ing of the uniform ponny post of Sir Rowland 
Hill is to be completed by the fete to take place, 
u  already announced in our columns, at South 
Kensington on July 2. The programme of this 
entertainment has now been settled in its main 
outlines, and it may fairly be said that it does 
credit to the ingenuity of the Post Office officials 
who have arranged it. The jubilee has already 
been celebrated by an offioial dinner, over which 
Mr. Raikes presided, and at whioh two past Post* 
niasters-General were among the speakers. It has 
further been commemorated by the reoent enter­
tainment at the Guildhall, an entertainment 
honoured by the presenoe of the Prince of Wales, 
and presenting many unusual features. In 
organizing thiB entertainment the members of the 
Corporation had the assistance of a Post Office 
committee, and the interesting exhibition of the 
methods and apparatus of the department whioh 
was to be seen at the Guildhall on the 16th, 
17th, and 19th of May must have rendered it 
difficult to hit upon any further novelty. It 
has, however, been the wish of the Post­
master-General and bis staff that all ranks of 
the service should have the opportunity of 
participating in the commemoration of the 
Penny Post. With this object the third and con­
cluding fSte to take place at South Kensington 
has been arranged ; and the inventiveness o f  the 
Post Office seems to have risen to the occasion.

The entertainment takes place under the ex-

S
-638 patronage of the Queen, and the Duke of 
dinburgh (who will be accompanied by the 
Duchess) will be the President of the conversazione. 
Amongst the Vice-Presidents, in addition to Mr. 
Raikes, are the Prime Minister, the First Lord of 

the Treasury, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and a long list of past Postmasters-General.

After the arrival of the President a procession, 
headed by the Lord Mayor’ s silver trumpeters of 
the City, attending by kind permission, will be 
formed, and will proceed to a dais constructed at 
the' extremity of the north court of the museum. 
At a signal, a retired officer of the Post Office will 
then deliver to her Royal Highness the Duchess of 
Edinburgh a letter or congratulation and thanks, 
signed by the sole surviving toother of the late 
Sir Rowland Hill, and by officers of the Post 
Office still in the full activity of life, some of 
whom date their entry into the Bervice so far back 
as 1829. The signatures, which will be very 
numerous, will, with a single exception, be those 
of officers who entered the Post Office service not 
later than the year 1840. Meantime, the South 
Kensington Museum will have been placed in 
direct telegraphic communication with the Con­
tinent of Europe, and it is anticipated that the 
next event will be the arrival of a telegram direct 
from Russia, the receipt of which wifi illustrate 
in a very marked way the marvellous agency 
which the telegraphic side of the Post Office con­
trols, and which admits of an almost instan­
taneous exchange of language between points per­
haps thousands of miles apart. When this tele­
gram is delivered, there will be yet another letter, 
which, signed by the Postmaster-General and the 
Secretary of the Post Office, will thank her Royal 
Highness in the name of all the present servants 
of the Post Office for her condescension and kind­
ness. Then will be given three cheers for her 
Majesty the Queen, not merely by those assembled 
in the museum, but by Post Office servants 
stationed at the extreme points of the British 
Isles. A telegraphic apparatus will be put in 
motion, which will transmit an electric signal to 
towns selected as representative of the geographi­
cal extremities of the United Kingdom ; Ler­
wick, for example, in the Shetland Islands, in the 
north ; Edinburgh and Glasgow in the north-east 
and north-west, Penzance, Portsmouth, and Dover 
in the south, Galway in the west, and Yarmouth 
in the east. Oh the signal so transmitted being 
received at these distant parts, cheers will break 
forth simultaneously with the cheers of the visi­
tors at South Kensington. At other offices not 
telegraphically connected, by concerted arrange­
ments cheers will be given as near as may be at 
the same time, so that throughout the length and 
breadth of the United Kingdom a like tribute of 
loyalty will be paid at the same moment of time. 
It need hardly be said that these simultaneous 
cheers will not be given by virtue of an official 
erder, but as the result of an invitation from the 
officers composing the executive committee to 
their brother and sister officers throughout the 
servies.

In the architectural oourt a thorough going 
post-office will be established, at which all the 
duties proper to a branch post-office and to a dis­
trict sorting-office will be performed ; end in 
another part of the building, a telegraphio circuit, 
communicating direct with Beilin or some other 
Continental city, will be set in motion. Other 
branch offices for the tale of the new jubilee en­
velope will be established, and the old Guildhall 
office of 1790 will be reproduced. But the most 
remarkable feature of departmental business will

probably be found in an ambitious attempt to 
anticipate the next hundred years and to forecast 
the facilities likely to be realised in 1990. It 
will oertainly tax the inventive power of the Post 
Office to the utmost, not only to.devise, but to 
carry out with any measure of success so highly 
imaginative a p ro ject; bat its authors will be 
safe in the knowledge that the most severe critio 
will be unable to convict them of error.

The quadrangle of the museum will probably 
be lighted by electricity, and the bauds of the 
Grenadiers and the Roval Artillery will be in 
attendance ; while Madame Valleria, Mr. Sims 
Reeves, and many other artiste have generously 
promised bo aid a Post-office choir in the concert 
room. ______  _______________  \ \ o
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J
UBILEE of UNIFORM FEN N Y POSTAGE -

POST OPFICR C0NVK&3A210NK al South Konrártoa 
Mura ira, under the moti fraciou* paUouaza of Her M A J teT Y T U  
QUEEN, on Wednaadar, July 2, l&b-J, in AID of the HOWLAND 
HILL BEN KVOLKNT XUND.

Their Royal Highnesses the Duka and Duches* of Edin­
burgh have graciouaiy «igniti«*! their inuaitlou of baing praMot. 
President of the Contersazinoe— HI* Koval Highness the DUKE of 

m. f  * EDINBURGH. K.O.* y w  . Vic« Ih addenta.
The Right Hon. Henry Cecil Kaikes.M.P., Her Majesty i PosttnaetaN 

Ganend-
The Moat Hon. the Marquis of Salisbury, IL CL 
The Right Hon. W. H. Smith. M.P.
Tba Right lion. O. J. Ooscben. M.P. ,

And the following ei-Poetmautar-Cteorral* I—His Grace the Duke 
of Argyll, K.U., K.T., his Grace the Duke of Rutland, O.C.R., the 
Right lion. Lord Lully, the Ruhfc lion, the Marquis of Hartley* 
ton. M K , the Right Hon. (J. J. ÜMrLuIfefn, M.P., the Right Hon. 
Bir Lyon Playfair. M.P.

Aim» hi« Grace the Duka of Aberoom* (IB ., Lis Grace the Duke 
of Marl orough, hie Grace the Duke of Purtlao l, his Grace the Duka 
of WelliugUm, the Mamuie of Uinon. K.O., Uie Marquis of Ureadal* 
bane, the Karl of A*hbumh»ru, the E*rl of hradford, tbeEartoi 
Clurendou, the Earl of Derby, K.G., the Rari of Gainsborough, the 
Karl Grtjr, K.U., the Karl of Jersey, the Karl hyencer, K.Ü., Lb»* Karl 
WaJdevruva, Sir Janie* Whitehead, Bart., 0  L , Bir Arthur Black* 
wood. R.C.U., Pearson Hill.

Tun Coin in'ture have too pleasu-e of announcing that with great 
liberality and kimioe** the following distinguished artistes navo 
yeneroo**y given their services for the occasion :—

-----  r * *' Mr. Frtnlk King
Mr. Sydney Beckley 
Mr. J. K. Payne <vi *lin)
Mr. frtrti Stem (violoncello) 
Madame Knckenhaus (yiaoo) 
Mr. Ait red J,Caldino tt. Mus. Ban. 
Mr. Arthur Fave«

. JMadame Valleria 
Madame Annie Marriott 
M i» Alice Gomez 
Miss Nellie Levey 
Mr. Sims Reeve»
Mr. Hen Davies 
Mr. Percy Palmer 
The Band of the Grenadier < Guards (conducted by I .lent. Dan 

Qodlrey), by permission of Colonel Trotter ; and the string Hand of 
the Koyal Artillery (conducted tiy Cavalier Z&ven&l), by permission of 
the tJdicer «¿omaaodinr. will olay during tno evening.

Special Stamp Chl.octions --Au extensive collection o! British 
stampe will be kindly lent by the Board of Inlaad Kt veoue, and will 
be shown in the CruUsbaok'a Gallery, fho oollectiou belonging to 
the Government of Ne* South Wales has also he«o lent for the occa­
sion ; and the Post Office nollecUoo will likewise lie shown.

The Post Office Choir (under the direction of Mr. Bydnej Bockley) 
will slug a selection of part songs.

H reach oo*t offices, a sorting office, and telegraph offices will be 
established in the Museum.

Teltanaphio communkatin© with the Continent will be maintained, 
as at the JubUee at toe Guildhall, coder the eyes of the visitors.

It is possible that while post unices of 1790 sod 1890 w.li be at work, 
some attempt »ill be icado to forecast the progiess likely to be ob­
tained in 1990.

Tickets may now be obtained, price 7a 6d each,on application to the 
Hon ftecrciary. Jubilee Comoduce, General Post Otnce, and at the 
several district and branch post office« in Loudon ; also at the usual 
librnrie« acd agenia

Uniform. Iscvbe. or evening dresa
The doors of the Museum will be opened at 7 p.m., and carriages 

may be ordered for 12 o'clock.________________________________ ____

V U B IL E E o f U N IF O R M  PEN N Y P O ST A G E .—
U  POST OFFICK CONVERSATION* at South Kanilmrtnn 
Mueenm, under the moat frmcious patron»» of Her MAJESTY Tba
SOEBN, on Wedneedof, Jul» 2, 1890, in AID of tht HOWLAND 

ILL BENEVOLENT FUND.
Thalr Royal Hiahnesnc. tba Duka and Dnchees of Edlc> 

burgh have graciously Minified their intention of bafog present. 
Prwldehtof the Ooneereexinne-Hie Royal Higbneaa the DUKE of 

I f . f ]  C J  EDINBURGH. K.O.. v  . y  u  Vica Presidents. I
Tba Rigbt Hon. Hasty Cecil Ralke*.M.P„ Her Majesty’s Postmsster- 

OensraL
The Moat Hon. the Marqule of Salisbury. K.O,
Ths Right Hon. W. H. Smith, M.P.
The Right Hon. O. J. Goachen, M.P.

And the following ax-Postmastan-Oaorrsl
His Greca the Duka of Argyll,

K.O.. K.T.
HU Grace tbs Duka of Rutland,

O.C.B,
The Right Hon. Lord Bmly

The Rieht Hon. tbs MsrqnU of 
Hartlceton, M.P.

Tba Right Hod. G. J. Shan* 
Lafeere. M.P.

The Right HonStr Lyon Playfair, 
K.C.B., M.P.

Also
His Grace the Duke of Aberoorn,

C.B.
HU Grace the Duka of Mart- 

r orough
HU Greca the Duka of Portland 
HU Grace the Duka of Welling­

ton
The Mirquli oí Ripen. K.O.'
The Marnala of Broad al baca 
The Karl of Aabburnham 
The Earl of Bradford 
Tba Earl of Clarendon

Tba Earl of Darby, K.G.
The Earl of Gainsborough 
The Karl Grey, K.G.
The Karl of Jersey 
The Earl Bpenoer. K.O.
The Earl Stanhope
The Earl of Strafford
The Earl Walderrera
Sir Jam « Wtutehe.d, Bert., D.L.
Sir Arthur Blackwood, K.O.B.
Peanon Hill, Kaq.

The Committee have the pleasure of announcing that with groat 
liberality and klndeers the following dittiof tithed artiaieo care 
generously given thalr aerrloaa for the occasion : —

Madame Voller» 
Madame Annie Marriott 
Him Allea Gomez 
MUs Nellie Levey 
Mr. Sima Raeiaa 
Mr. Bea Dari«
Mr. Percy Palmer

Mr. Predi. King 
Mr. Sydney Berkley 
Mr. J. E. Payne (violin)
Mr. Leo Stem (violonorilo) 
Madama Frickeohaua (plano) 
Mr. Alfred J.Oaldicott. li  uà. Baa

__ ____ „ ______ Mr. Arthur Pag»
The Baud of the Grenadier Hoards (conducted by Lieut. Don 

Godfrey), by permission of Colonel Trottar, and of tba Royal Artillery 
(conducted by Cavalier Zavartal), by permission of the officer Com­
mendine. will play during the evening.

Special Stamp Collections— An extensive collection of Brltl.h 
•tamps will be kindly lent by the Board of Inland Revenue, and will 
be shown in the Cruikahaok’s Gallery. The collection belonging to 
the Government of New Booth Wales has alto bean lent for the occa­
sion, and the Post Office collection will likewise ha shown.

The Post OSes Choir (ondar the dir ecu on of Mr. 8ydory Berkley) 
Will sins a selection of port sooge.

Branch poet offices, a sorting office, nod telegraph ofBcao will bo 
established in tha Museum.

Telegraphic communication with the Continent WD1 be maintained, 
as at the JubUee at tbe Guildhall, under the eyes of the vUiton.

It U possible that while poet ontosa of 1790 end USO will be at work, 
some attempt will be made to forecast the pragmas likely to bo ob­
tained In 1990.

Tlcketa may now be obtained, price 7a Sd. each,an application to tha 
Hoo. Secretary, Jubilee Committee. General Poet Otta», end at the 
several district and branch post offices in London ; also at the agliai 
liberi as and agents.

Uniform. Lev6s or availing drees.
The doors of the Mueoom will bo opened at 1 p.m., and carriages

may be ordered fey 12 o'clock.

T S O S I  O F F IC E  J U B I L E E  C O N V E R S A Z IO N E ,
J L  At SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM, Sod Jolv UP0.

Under tke Patronage of HSR MAJESTY TBE QUEEN. 
Tickets pries 7s. Sd. snob, can now be hid on application to tha 
Hoaokary Secretary, Jubilee Committee, G.F.O., London, 1.0.

P. X. BAINES, Chairman of Esecutive Committee. 
W. G. OATHR, Principal Honorary Secretary.. # j t  

fonerai Pott OMoo, 7th June, ISSO. r  -r / ¿ I

am the 2nd of July of tbe JabilA 
of Uniform Penny Poeta««. At thia 
moment Megera. Da la Rue and Co. arc 
botily engaged in producing, from the de­
sign of Mr. F. B. Brino». C.B., asriaUnt 
secretary at tbe Pont Office, a postai en­
velope of original and attractive character. 
Thig design—says tbe T in e^ i*  printed in 
a fine tint o f brne on white paper, gad tbe

tbe gone, the shamrock, and tbe thistle, which 
were so mnch admired on tbe Guildhall poet­
card. A  few lines of print at tba head o f  toe 
envelops refer to toe jubilee, and tbe date of 
the pending oonvergarioTio at Booth Kensington. 
Then come two sets o f illustrations, one imply­
ing a centenary and toe etotr a jubilee. In 
toe former case, a mail coach drawn by 
four bones is assumed to be making for 
Highgate, in 1790, with the North Mail in 
ita lockers, and is travelling at a speed of 
eight miles an hour. As a contrast to 
this, at the foot o f toe envelope it repre­
sented the spesial mail train, composed exclu­
sively of Post Office carriages, which leaves 
E<arion-aquare every night at half-past eight 
o’clock for tbe North.

SPECIAL POSTAL 
f f . t f o -

JUBILEE ENVELOPE.
V

Encouraged by the extraordinary demand which 
attended the introduction, on the occasion of the 
recent Penny Postage Jubilee at the Guildhall, 
o f a special post-card sold only on that occasion, 
the Post Office have resolved on issuing a 
specially designed postage envelope as a prin­
cipal feature of the celebration by the Department 
on the 2d of July of the Jubilee of Uniform 
Penny Postage.

At this moment Messrs. De la Rue and Co., 
who print for the Inland Revenue Department 
supplies of stamps for postal and other purposes, 
are busily engaged in producing, from the design 
of Mr. F. £ . Baines, C .B ., Assistant Secretary 
at the Post Office, a postal envelope of original 
and attractive character. This design is printed 
in a fine tint of blue on white paper, and the 
envelope is of a larger size than ordinary postal 
envelopes. It is impressed in the usual place 
with a postage stamp of the value of Id ., and in 
tbe opposite corner with the same graceful indi­
cation of the symbols of Royalty, together with 
the rose, the shamrock, and the thistle, which 
were ao much admired on the Guildhall post­
card. A few lines of print at the head of tbe 
envelope refer to the jubilee, and the date of the 
pending conversazione at South Kensington. Then 
come two sets of illustrations, one implying a 
centenary and the other a jubilee. In the former 
case, a mail coach drawn by four horses is 
assumed to be making for Highgate, in 1790, with 
the North mail in its lockers, and is travelling at 
a speed of eight miles an hour. As a contrast to 
this, at the foot of the envelope is represented the 
special mail train, composed exclusively of Post 
Office carriages, which leaves Euaton-sqnare 
every night at half-past 8 o’ clock for tha North. 
It is described as approaching Carlisle, and. by 
a curious ooi .cidenoe, there is every probability, 
we understand, that an acceleration of this team 
will cOL' nenoe on the day of the conversazione, 
under whioh the average speed will possibly be 
48 miles an hour. In that case, the centenary 
will contrast a speed of 48 miles an hour by mail 
train with a speed of eight miles an hour of a 
mail coach, '

The jubilee is indicated by two postmen—one 
in the garb of 60 years ago, when the rates of 
postage were various and high, and the other in 
the garb of the present day, when letters not over 
an ounce in weight pass at the uniform postage 
of Id.

Although it is yet more than three weeks before 
these envelopes will be sold to the public, the 
demand, we understand, is already very great, 
and the estimates formed of the total number 
likely to be absorbed by the publio are already 
greatly in excess of the quantity proposed to M 
printed. There is, consequently, every pro­
bability of the jubilee envelopes—wliieh, by the 
way, will enclose a correspondence card of original 
design—rising in a few months, or possibly weeks, 
to the same high premium of a guinea which has 
already been obtained for the Guildhall post­
card*.

The chief feature of the correspondence card is 
a medallion portrait of Sir Rowland Hill in the 
upper left-hand corner, under which is printed 
the legend, “  He gave us Penny Postage.”  
These words originated, we understand, with Urn 
late Lord Mayor, Sir James Whitehead, who has 
for some years taken a deep interest and acti 
part in the administration of the “  Rowland 
Benevolent Fund,”  to assist which the 
postal envelope has been devised.





TUE JUBILEE
iO . é  ¿f 0

ENVELOPE.

On Saturday the stamp factory  o f M essrs. D o L a
Rue and C o ., in  B u n h ill-row , was the scene o f an 
interesting little cerem ony in  connexion w ith the 
specia lly -prepared  Ju b iieo  en velope, a description  
of which has already appeared in The Times. 
O nly a lim ited  number of theso envelopes have 
been prin ted , and they w ill be issued for sale 
at one sh illin g  each at a ll the post-ofScos 
in the U n ited  K in gdom , and at tho core- 
versazione to be held at South K ensington  on 
W ednesday next. T ho authorized number having 
been d u ly  printod, tho p la to  was broken up 
on Saturday in the presence of Sir Arthur B lack ­
wood, K .C .B . (Secretary  o f tho Post Office), Sir 
Jam es W hitehead (chairm an o f the G u ild h a ll 
Jubilee Com m ittee), Mr. F . E . B aines, C .B . 
(A ssis ta n t Secretary o f  the P ost Office, and chair­
man of th o  South K ensington  Jubiieo Executive 
C om m ittee), M r. Robert H unter (so licitor  to tho 
P ost O ffice), M r. Jam es J . Cardin (Receiver and 
A ccountant-G eneral), Mr. J . S. P urcell, C .B , 
(Controller of S tam ps), C olon ol S. Raffles T h om p­
son, Mr. W . T . Shaw (o f  tho firm o f M essrs. 
D o La R u e ), M r. Alexander R ichardson  (head o f 
M essrs. D e La R u e ’ s Stam p D epartm ent), and Mr. 
Page (In lan d  R evenue officer in charge o f tho 
stam ping operations at the factory). M r. W . H. 
Preeco, F .R .S . (C h ie f E lectrician  to tho P ost Office) 
and M r. Toom bs (C ontroller o f  tho London P ostal 
Service) were unavoidably  prevented from being 
present.

Before proceeding to tho actual cerem ony o f broalt- 
tho plate, the com pany were condu cted

tho the proceedings 
cm - cam e to an  en d . 

Thio priv ilege

ing
over tho „ _ . _
various interesting operations by which 
postage Btamps, p o s tc a r d s , w rappers, and 
bossed envelopes are m anufactured . _
o f in specting  these processes and tho m achinery 
by w hich  they are effected is  one w hich  is m ost 
jea lou sly  guarded, tho m ost m inute precautions 
being taken by tho G overnm ent controlling staff, 
as well as by M essrs. D e Ba R u e,tosecu ro  secrecy  
w ith regard to their m othods, as w ell as safety 
for the enorm ous quan tities o f  stam ps w hich  aro 
alw ays m  process o f  m annfacturo. W hen it is 
stated that more than two thousand m illion s o f 
adhesivo stam ps are now issu ed  annually , and 
that o f th is number moro than fifteen hundred 
m illion s  aro penny stam ps, som o idoa m ay bo 
formed o f  tho vastness of th e  interests w hich  are 
involved in  the proper adm inistration  of th is im ­
portant departm ent of the State. All tho d ies  and 
plates aro produced under the im m ediate control 
o f  the In la n d  Revenue officers, and when fin ish ed  
aro retained by them , and o n ly  handed out to tho 
firm for u so  under the authority  o f warrants ro- 
ceivod from  the Inland Rovonuo D epartm ent. 
Even w hen they aro in  uso by tho firm an officer 
is presont where the work is  carried on , and con ­
trols tho operations. A ll th e  adhesivo stam ps 
aro printed on water-marked paper, w hich  is su p -

S
lied  by the G overnm ent, and counted out to 
lessrs. D e  L a  R u e, w ho have to givo a strict 
account of it , either in tho form  o f perfect sheets 

o f stam ps or by  way o f spoilago. Sh ou ld  
a sheet o f  paper by an y  chance bo lost, 
the firm is  h eld  respon sib le  for tho valuo 
o f tho stam ps w hich  sh ou ld  have been printed 
upon it , and it says m uch for tho managem ent o f 
the factory  that tho loss o f a sheet of paper is  
p ractica lly  unknown. All tho finished work is  
subjected to  m ost caroful exam ination  by a h igh ly - 
trainod staff, and stam ps are rejected for tho m ost 
m inute fault. Even the destruction o f such 
rejected stam ps is  tho su bject o f tho so li-  
citfido o f  a responsib le officer, w ho presides 
over a sp ecia lly  constructed crematorium con ­
nected w ith  tho works. Considerable aston ishm ent 
was ev inced  by the visitors on  Saturday at tho 
remarkable expertness o f  tho women w hose 
duty i t  is  to exam ine tho stam ps. So trained 
does the eyo  becom e to  th e  detection o f the 
slightest flaw in the printing or perforation o f tho 
sheets, th at tho process o f in spection  is  carried 
on with a  rap id ity  w hich  to  the casual spectator 
appears little  short o f m arvellous. _

T ho printing plates used  for printing adhesive 
stam ps are of a bright m etal, and each con ­
ta ins as m any stam p-p ieces as there aro to  
bo stam ps npon  tho sheet. Every stam p 
exactly  resem bles tho others, und th oy  are 
a ll absolute fa csim iles o f  th o  d io  from w hich  
tho plate was m ade. T he d io  consists o f a block 
o f steel upon  w hich  a ll th o  work has been m ost 
carefu lly  engraved. T he om bossing o f stam ps 
upon en velopes, the gum m ing o f adhesive stam ps 
and w rappers, the processes o f  glazing and per­
foration, the cutting of post-cards, tho counting, 
boarding, and packing are a ll processes of tho m ost 
interesting character, and servo to im press the 
spectator w ith  a sense, not o n ly  of the m agni­
tude o f  the operations carried on , but a lso  o f the 
perfect d is c ip lin e  w hich is  everywhere enforced. 
T h e factory  is adm irably constructed with a view  
to  the com fort and health o f th ose  em ployed  in  it .

and tho m ost perfoct system  o f protection 
against fire and o f firo extin gu ish ing  app liances 
has boon adopted . A fter the visitors had made a 
tour of the factory , th oy  wero con d u cted  to  the 
room w here the destruction  o f th e  p iato  o f tho 
Ju biieo  en velope w as to  tako p la co . Hero throo of 
the em ployes  wero instructed to  procood with the 
work o f d em olition , and in a few  m inutes tho 
boautifu l engraving was h op e less ly  defacod by 
heavy blow s from iron ham m ers. I t  should bo 
m en tioned  that a ll d isu sod  or w orn-out d ies are 
sim ilarly  destroyed . After tho operation  had boon 
com pleted , S ir Arthur B lackw ood m ade a fow 
observations, in  tho course o f  w h ich  h o  sa id  that 
it  w as rather sad to  havo to destroy so beautiful a 
work o f  art as that produced by M ossrs. D o La 
Rue. T h o y  had, howovor, o n ly  destroyed the 
seed , and tho fruit w ou ld  rem ain, “  a th ing o f 
beauty an d  a joy  for over.”  T h oy  woro glad, as 
p u b lic  o ffic ia ls , to express their acknowledgm ents 
to  M essrs. D o La lin o  for their a id  in  tho produc­
tion  o f th a t beautifu l envelope, w h ich  w ould 
hencoforw ard be fam ous throughout tho British 
E m pirò. S ir  Arthur Blackw ood then  proceeded to 
attach h is  signature, as ono w ho had w itnessed 
the destruction  o f the plato, to  a certificato to  be 
pu b lish ed  for general in form ation. Sir James 
W h iteh ead  also  s ign ed  tho docum ent, and, after 
doing  so, expressed h is  sa tisfaction  a t being pre­
sent on  th at occa sion , and said th at the destruc­
tion  o f th o  plate w ould  give a sp ocia l valuo to tho 
en velop es, w h ich  w ould  bo d isp osed  o f  on J u ly  2 
on bolla li o f  the R ow land H ill B enevolent F und. 
A ll th o  officia ls present then signed  tho certifi­
cato , and aftor th is  had boon don e Mr, Bainos 
ca lle d  for throe cheers for tho firm o f D o  La lino 
and Co. T h eso  woro heartily  g iven , and Mr.up tno place, the com pany were

tho factory by Mr. Shaw , and in spected  tho Shaw  having briofly acknt.wlodgod the com plim ont.
in connexion  with the craom ony
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P e n n y  Postage  J u b i l e e
1 8 9 0

TEN JUBILEE ENVELOPES
AND

TEN CORRESPONDENCE CARDS

p o s t = © f f i c e  J u b i l e e  C o n v e r s a 3 i o n e

AT THE

SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM,
ON

W E D N E S D A Y , the 2nd JU LY, 1890.

U N D E R  T H E  M O ST G R A C IO U S  P A T R O N A G E  OF

H E R  M AJESTY TH E Q U E E N .

Their Royal Highnesses the D u k e  and D u c h e s s  o f  E d i n b u r g h  have 

graciously intimated their intention o f being 'present.

president of tbe Conversa3fone—
H is  R o y a l  H igh n ess  T h e  DUKE O F  EDINBURGH, K.G.

Wlcespreslbents—
T he Right Hon. H EN RY CECIL RAIKES, M.P., H er Majesty's Postmastkr-Gsnerai,, 

The Most Hon. The MARQUIS OF SALISBURY, K.G.
The Right Hon. W. H. SM ITH, M.P.

The Right Hon. G. J. GOSCHEN, M.P.

And the follow in g ex-Postmaxters-Gencral—
His Grace The DUKE OF ARGYLL, K.G., K.T.

His Ghace T he DUKE OF RUTLAND, G.C.B.
The Right Hon. LORD KMLY.

The R ight Hon. The MARQUIS OF HAKTINGTON, M.P.
The Right Hon. G. J. SHAW -LEFEVRE, M.P.

The Right Hon. SIR LYON PLAYFAIR, K.C.B., M.P.

A  Ino

H is Grace The DUKE OF ABERCORN, C.B. 
H is Grace The DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 
His Grace The DUKE OF PORTLAND,
His Grace The DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 
The MARQUIS OF RIPON, K.G.
T he MARQUIS OF BRKADALBANE.
The EARL OF ASHBURNHAM .
The KARL OF BRADFORD.
T hr EARL OF CLARENDON.
T he EARL OF DERBY, K.G.

T he EARL OF GAINSBOROUGH.
T he EARL GREY, K.G.
The KARL OF JERSEY,
The EARL SPENCER, K.G.
T he EARL STANHOPE.
The EARL OF STRAFFORD.
The EARL W ALDEGRAVE.
Sir JAMES W H ITEH EAD , Bart., D.I.. 
Sir ARTHUR BLACKWOOD, K.C.B. 
PEARSON HILL, Es«.



PROGRAM ME.

T he doors of the Museum will be open at 7 p.m.
The usual Cloak R oom  accommodation will be afforded at the entrance to 

the Museum in Cromwell Iload.
lloya l Mail Vans, horsed and the lamps alight, w ill be stationed at various 

points between the Museum and Cromwell Road.
A  Guard o f H onour of the 21th Middlesex (Post-Office) Rifle Volunteers, with 

the Hand of the Regiment, will, with the kind permission of the Colonel com ­
manding, be mounted.

The sale o f the Jubilee Envelope (price Is.) w ill t.ike place at the General 
Post-Offices in the Architectural Court and A rt Library ; and at the branch Post­
Offices which will be found in various parts o f the building. A t  the General 
Post-Offices, all kinds o f business— postal and telegraphic— will be transacted.

In  the Architectural Court too will be established the Sorting and Stamping 
processes, and the Stampers will be prepared to  impress dated stamps of unique 
design on the special envelope, or on postal cards presented with that object.

In  the Library there will be established tw o Post and Telegraph Offices 
— one o f 1790, where there is reason to expect the old rates of postage will still 
p reva il; and one o f the present time. In the Textile  Gallery there may possibly 
be met with a Telegraph Office of 1990, where special facilities for the transaction 
of new developments of Post-Office business will be provided, and where, by 
means o f contrivances which are certainly not as yet publicly known, the 
«x|)octation will be held out of instantaneous communications passing between 
London and all parts of the world by sight and speech, and not by the old-world 
contrivances o f the nineteenth century, and its so-called E lectric Telegraph. 
Moreover, the greatest invention o f the age— the Electrophonoscope, will be 
shown there for the lirst time.

The bands of the Grenadier Guards (conducted by Lieut. Dan G odfrey), by 
permission o f Colonel T ro tte r ; and of the Royal A rtillery (conducted byT 
Cavalier Zavertal), by permission o f the Officer commanding, w ill play during 
the evening.

The Quadrangle will be lighted by the electric light.
The Committee have the pleasure of announcing that with great liberality
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and kindness the following distinguished artistes have generously given their 
services for the occasion :— Madame V alleria, Madame Annie Marriott, Miss 
A lice  Gomez, Miss Nellie Levey, Mr. Sims R eeves, Mr. Ben Davies, Mr. Percy 
Palmer, Mr. Fredk, K ing, M r. Sydney Beckley, M r. J. E. Payne (V iolin), Mr. 
Leo Stern (Violoncello), Madame Frickenhaus (Piano), Mr. A lfred  J. Caldicott 
(Mus. Bac.), and Mr. A rthur Fagge.

Part songs will be sung by the Post-Office Choir.
The line o f procession, and order generally, will be maintained by the 

Gentlemen Marshals, who will be distinguished by wands o f office and rosettes.
A t  8.30 r.M. the R oyal Parcel M ail Coach for  Brighton will be despatched ; 

at 8.40 the Coach for W atford  and at 8.50 the Coach for Oxford.
A n  extensive Collection o f British Stamps, kindly lent by the Board of 

Inland Revenue, will be shown in the Cruik hank’s Gallery. The Collection 
belonging to the Government o f New South W ales has also been kindly lent for 
the occasion ; and the Post Office Collection will likewise ho shown.

Telegraphic communication with the Continent will be maintained, as at 
the Jubilee at the Guildhall, under the eyes of the Visitors.

H er Royal and Imperial Highness tho Duchess of Edinburgh, accompanied 
by the President of tho Conversazione, H is Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, 
will arrive at tho R oyal entrance. The Guard of Honour will give a Royal Salute, 
and tho band will play the National Anthem .

Tho Royal and distinguished party will he received by the Postmaster-General, 
the Vice-Presidents o f the Conversazione, and by the Executive Committee.

A  boiupict will be presented to H er Royal and Imperial Highness by Miss 
Raikes.

Some Presentations will be made to H er Royal and Imperial Highness by His 
Royal Highness the President.

A  procession will then bo form ed :— A  Gentleman Usher, followed by Four 
City Trumpeters (by special permission) in scarlet uniforms, with silver trumpets, 
will lead the way.

H er Royal and Imperial Highness the Duchess o f Edinburgh will be conducted 
by the Postmaster-General, and Mrs. Raikes by l lis  R oyal Highness the President.

On the signal being given for the procession to start, the Trumpeters will 
sound a Fanfare, and the procession will move slowly along the line of march 
indicated by a crimson carpet.

On the Fanfare being concluded, the Band of the Guards will play. The 
Trumpets, on the procession entering the South Court, will again sound a Fanlare. 
On the procession reaching the Southern A rch  of the Italian Court, the Band <>t' 
tho R oyal A rtillery will play the National Antliem.

On reaching the dais at the end of the main avenue, the Postmaster-Genera I 
and the Secretary of the Post-Office will take up a position right and left of the 
d a is ; the remaining gentlemen ranging themselves right and left of the open 
space.



Their Royal Highnesses being seated, a letter will be delivered to H er R oyal 
and Imperial Highness, containing a respectful welcome and appreciation o f 
Her Royal and Imperial Highness’s kindness, signed by old officers o f the Post- 
Office— the first signature being that o f  Mr. Frederic H ill, the sole surviving 
brother of the late Sir Rowland H ill, K .C .B .

A n  officer o f the Post-Office will then deliver a letter. This letter is from 
present servants o f the Post-Office, expressing their thanks to  H er Royal and 
Imperial Highness ; signed on their behalf by the Postmaster-General and the 
Secretary of the Post-Office.

A  telegraph-wire and apparatus will then be brought on to the dais, and on 
Her Royal and Imperial Highness touching the key, an electric signal will be 
sent inviting Post-Office officials in various parts of the British Isles to unite with 
their colleagues assembled at South Kensington in giving simultaneously three 
cheers for Her M ajesty The Queen.

H er Royal and Imperial Highness will probably visit the Music Room and 
then proceed to the Quadrangle. Tho Guards’ Band will play a selection of airs.

There will be a Reception from  7 to  9 p.m., and Carriages may be ordered for 
12 o’clock.

Light Refreshments will be provided.
Uniform, Levee, or Evening Dress will be worn.
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THE p o s t  o f f ic e  j u b i l e e  ^
t . W  CONVEKSAZIONE. t /  ^
jn connexion with the jubilee of uniform penny 

postage» wh\ch is this year celebrated, a monster 
KMttrsazione was last night held at the South 
Kensington Museum, under the patronage of her 
Majesty the Queen, in aid of tho Rowland Hill 
jjenevolent Fund, for the relief and assistance of 
Post-Office servants or their widows and children. 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh was 
president of tho conversazione, and among the 
vice-presidents were Mr. Cecil Raikes, M .P ., the 
Postmaster-General, the Marquis of Salisbury, 
Mr. W. H. Smith, Mr. G. J. Goschen, and tho 
following ex-Postmasters-General The Duko of 
Argyll» the Duko of Rutland, Lord Emly, the Mar­
quis of Hartington, Mr. Shaw-Lefevre, and Sir 
Lyon Playfair. Among the guests invited wero 
the Duke of Abercorn, the Duko of Marlborough, 
tho Duke of Portland, the Duko of Wellington, 
tho Marquis of R ipon, the Marquis of Breadal- 
bano, tho Earl of Ashburnham, the Earl of Brad­
ford, the Earl of Clarendon, the Earl of Derby, the 
Earl of Gainsborough, Earl Grey, tho Earl of 
Jersey, Earl Spencer, Earl Stanhope, tho Earl of 
Strafford, Earl Waldegravo, tho Earl of Winchilsea 
end Nottingham, and Sir Robert Rawlineon.

Tho Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh had an­
nounced their intention of arriving at tho Museum 
at half-past 9, but between 7 o ’ clock and that
hour ample and varied entertainment was pro­
vided for the guests. There was music in plenty ; 
concerts were given at intervals during the course 
of the evening in tho theatre leading out of tho 
galleries of the north cloister, and in these con­
certs Mme. Valleria, Mme, Annie Marriott, Miss 
Alice Gomez, Miss Nellio Levey, Messrs. Sims 
Reeves, Percy Palmer, and Frederick King, Mmo. 
Friekenhaus, Mr. Alfred G. Caldicott, and other 
well-known artists gave their services. Then the 
Post Offico choir, under the direction of Mr. 
Sydney Beckly, performed a selection of glees and 
part songs. In addition to this the band of the 
Grenadier Guards, undorthe directionof Lieutenant 
Dan Godfrey, played throughout the evening, first 
in tlio architectural court, and afterwards in the 
quadrangle, while the string band of tho Royal 
Artillery, under Cavalier Zavcrtal, discoursed 
Gounod and Schubert, Strauss and Verdi, in tho 
Italian court. Apart from tho musical 'programme, 
which, as has boon shown, was extensive, there 
was much amusement, and even instruction, to bo 
found in entertainments and exhibitions which, 
in keeping with the special occasion celebrated, 
wero more or less of a postal character. In the 
architectural court had been established a general 
post-office, at which all kinds of business, postal 
and telegraphic, might bo transacted. Here, as, 
indeed, at the branch post-oilicos, established in 
various parts of tho building, wero to be found the 
commemorative jubilee envelope and Rowland 
Rill correspondence card. This envelope has 
already been described in the columns of The 
Tmes. It will bo sufficient, therefore, to recall 
how it shows in appropriate and artistic design 
tho North Mail in 1790, with four horses- and a 
guard with a blunderbuss, making for Highgato 
»t eight miles an hour, and beneath it tho North 
«ail m 1890, approaching Carlisle at 48 miles 
an hour, with all the perfections of sorting offices, 
nets for catching mail hags cn route, and other 
conveniences nowadays carried on an express 
train. The correspondence card sold with this 
envelopo bears on it a portrait of Sir Rowland Hill, 
beneath which is the legend, “  Ho gave us penny 
postage.”  Tho envolopo and card, which havo 1 
been specially produced for this occasion and the 
uio of which has already been broken up, wore 
, 1 for a shilling ; tho proceeds of the sale
10 go to the benevolent fund, in aid of which the 
conversazione was given.

In the architectural gallery also, and close to 
o general post-office, was a sorting office, 
nero sorting clerks wero actively at work, and 

un'Lre’ Paynicnt of a small fee, stamps of a 
omque design might bo impressed on the jubilee 
arcs or envelopes. There wero throe of these 

rMm e?cb of a different design and bearing
» o f l9 9 o e ly  th °  dat0S ° f  J u ly  2 ’ 1790> 1890T

rr-i^th=  tex*ile gallery had boon placed a tele- 
LJ,, offico> l”  wnich a great number of instru­
ctor! WCre oxhibited illustrating tho latest im- 
tion " f  * , and Perfections made in tho construc- 

oi telegraphic machinery-. Among theseinntr,. LUinauuury. Among tneso
d6T wete two which typified the very last
the i,?P.Inents of telegraphic science. They are 
fcXi.r .8on quadruple* instrument, bv moans ofwhinTT1" 1 <luadnlplex instrument, by means of 
tran»r--£Uj  ra s a g e s , two from each end, can be 
»an,!.- d 3 > on one wire at one and theUrn *•------  upon ___ ___  ______ „  „ „ „
avnnV.!tt0- Tho ot,ler marvel of telegraphy is tho 
tno in„ n*^B rnnltiplox, an instrument which is 
of whinKtl° D °f Profo8Bor Delaney, and by means 
on» «H, " ¡f  messages can bo transmitted upon
dwT!, e,tb®.r from one station or in opposed 

Thl,8 instrument was not fixed for 
oo aSt^ b t ? hot the quadruplex, which

thmn !’ "jessages wen 
ngh the evening.

with the telegraphic office at
- “ öl, messages wero despatched and received all

Close to these scientific exhibits was an enter­
tainment arranged by Mr. W. H. Preece which 
attracted great crowds of visitors throughout the 
nrgnt. This was a telegraph office o f the period 
1990, where was to be seen the latest inven­
tion of Mr. Preeco and Professor Hughes, the 
electrophonoscope, by means of which the opera­
tors at either end of the wire while speaking by 
means of the telephone are by an electric flash re­
vealed to each other throughout their conversa­
tion. In the science library a variety of post 
offices had been established. One of theso repre­
sented a post offico of a hundred years ago and 
considering tho small amount of postal corre! 
spondence of the time, was provided with a more 
than ample staff of specially selected officials 
among them being Mrs. Dion Bouoicault, woll 
remembored as the original “ Colleen Bawn.”  
The officers of this post office were all dressed in 
the costume of the period and seemed in the 
course of the evening to transact a very consider­
able amount of business. There was also close 
to the 1790 post office, and only separated from 
it;by a branch post office of tho present day an 
offico of the period of 1990, where, as was an­
nounced by a placard, business was conducted on 
entirely new principles, and letters (open) of all 
kind sent by the new patent electrotubular-light­
ning express. Among other amusements was the 
phonograph, which as usual attracted many ad­
mirers, while at various hours in the evening the 
Royal parcel mail coaches for Brighton, Watford 
and Oxford were despatched from the main en-’ 
trance of the museum. tÛfa

Very soon after half-past 9 the band of the 
ho° our’ iojmed by the 24th Middlesex 

(Host Office Corps of Volunteers), announced the 
arrival of the Royal party. TheirRoyal Highnesses 
who wero accompanied by Lady Emma Osborne’ 
Colonel Colville, and Lieutenant-Colonel Poore’ 
were received by tho Postmaster-General, thé 
vice-presidents, and the members of the Executive 
Committee in the architectural court ; and a 
bouquet having been offered to the Duchess of 
Edinburgh by Miss Raikos, Mr. F. E. Baines 
Mr. J . J. Cardin, Mr. W. H. Preeco, Mr. S. 
Raffles Thompson, and Mr. R. C. Tombs were 
presented by the Postmaster-Genoral. A proces­
sion was thon formed, tho master of the cere­
monies. Mr. Alan Chambré, followed by four City 
trumpeters, loading tho way ; and tlio Duchess 
of Edinburgh was conducted by tho Postmaster­
General, and Mrs. Raikes by his Royal Highness 
tho President, to a dais erected at the end of tho 
north-east cloister. Here a programme, hand- 
painted on vellum and enriched with a picture of 
tho old General Post Office, St. Martin’ s-le- 
Grand, was handed to her Royal Highness ; and, 
the Royal guests being seated, the ex-guard of the 
London and Exeter mail coach, who began his 
duties in the year 1830, presented to the Duchess 
a letter signed by old officers of tho Post Ofiico 
who ontered the service more than 50 years ago, 
tho first signature being that of Mr. Frederic Hill, 
the sole surviving brother of tho lato Sir Rowland 
Hill, and another signature being that of an 
officer of tho Post Office, Mr. R. S. White, who 
entered tho service in tho year 1818. This letter 
was as follows :—

May it plcaso your Royal ami Imperial Highness, 
w e, the undersigned, who are old officers of the l ’ost 
Office, desire to welcom e your Royal and Imperial 
Highness to this, the celebration o f the jubilee of 
uniform penny postage.

Wo desire to thank jou r Royal and Imperial High­
ness for your condescension in cumin«  awoniut the
officers o f the Post Office and in lending approval to 
tho Rowland H ill Benevolent Fund by your gracious 
presence. lUTS

An officer of tho Post Office then delivered a letter 
of a similar character from presont officers of tho 
Post Office, and signed on their behalf by tho Post­
master-General and tho Secretary of tho Post 
Offico

The Duko of Edinburgh, in reply, expressed, 
on behalf of tho Duchess and himself, his warm 
thanks for the kind terms in which the old and 
present officers of tho Post Offico had addressed 
tho Duchess, and said that ho felt very deeply 
the honour conferred on him by making him tho 
president of this conversazione.

A number of telegrams containing congratula­
tory addresses were then handed in and read by 
Mr. Raikes, from tho President of the United 
Statos, and from tho Postmaster-Gcnoral in 
Washington, and from tho Governors of Now 
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queens­
land, Now Zealand, and Tasmania. Telegrams 
wero also received from the Premier of the Cape 
of Good Hope, Sir John Gordon Sprigg, from tno 
Postmaster-General of Newfoundland, and. lastly, 
from tho telegraph office at Balta Sound, in tho 
Shotland group, tho northernmost point of tele­
graphic communication in tho British I bIcs, 715 
miles distant from London, All these messages 
having boon read and tho Duko of Edinburgh 
having expressed his satisfaction at thoir recep­
tion, a telegraph wire and apparatus was brought 
up on to tho dais, and, on her Royal Highness 
touching a key. a signal was transmitted to tho 
post officos in all parts of tho British Isles invit­
ing tho post offico officials to unito with their col­
leagues at South Kensington in giving simul­
taneously three cheers for her Majesty tho 
Queen.

Tho cheers, which in South Kensington were 
very heartily givon, brought tho ceremonial of the 
evoning to a close. Tho Royal party adjourned to 
tho concert-room, where the Duke and Duchess of 
Edinburgh heard Mr. Situs Reeves, who was in 
excellent voice, sing Lindsay Lennox’ s “  Dream 
Memories,”  “  Tom Bowling,”  and, as a final 
encore, “  Come into tho Garden, Maud.”  Their 
Royal Higlmosses then visited tlio old post offico, 
where a youthful soil of Major Conyers d ’ Arcy 
presented a letter in Russian to the Duchess, and 
before leaving inspected a number of the other 
postal exhibits on view The proceedings termi­
nated soon after midnight. •V'T

Tho Press Association statos that last night tbc staff 
on duty at the Ccntrn! Telegraph Office, which num­
bered upwards of 400, assembled in the central gallery 
at 10 o 'c lo c k , awaiting the signal for cheering the 
Queen, which was to be received from South Ken­
sington. On tho signal being received, the superin­
tendent in charge called for three cheers for the 
Queen. Silence was steadfastly maintained for some 
moments, and then the whole staff o f clerks burst oot 
into a groan. Three cheers for Mr. Kaikes wero then 
asked for, and this was also met by groans, still 
louder than before. Tho men stato that they have no 
feeling whatever o f disloyalty to ber Majesty, but re­
fused to cheer as a protest against the treatment tho 
Btaff are now receiving at the bands of tho heads of the 
departments in tbo Post Office.

The celebration of the jubilee of the penny post was 
carried out in lidinliurgh last night iu accordance with 
tho instructions of tho Postnmster-Geiieral. Loud 
cheers wero heartily given for tho Queen by the 
sorters iu front of thè post-office. The female operators 
and the telegraph message boys song the “  Rational 
Anthem ”  in the instrument room.

Kidderminster, the birthplace of Sir Rowland H ill, 
the postal reformer, joined enthusiastically in the 
jubilee celebrations yesterday. Sir Howland H ill ’ s 
statue and tbe post-office were adorned with flowers. 
In the evening tbe mayor despatched a telegram to 
the Postmaster-General thanking her Majesty the 
Queen for patronising the Rowland H ill Benevolent 
Fund, and thus honouring one of Kidderminster's sous. 
The mayor, at the same time, congratulated the Post­
master-General on the ever-extending progress of tbe 
postal service.

THE POST OFFICE JUBILEE. I 
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The highly successful Reception end Exhibi­
tion hold at Guildhall a few weeks ago to com­
memorate the Jubilee of the Penny Post will be 
■till fresh in the recolleotion of all who took 
pert in the proceedings. But it wee primarily a 
City undertaking, although the Post Office 
authorities rendered invaluable assistance, and 
it was only natural that the staff at Bt. 
Martin's-le-Grand should deeire to hold a 
celebration of their own. Arrangements 
were accordingly begun some time ago, 
and last night a most successful conversazione, 
attended by a large number of guests, was held, 
under the presidency of the Duke of Edinburgh, , 
at the South Kensington Museum. There was 
no idea of making so elaborate a display, tech­
nically and historically, as that at Guildhall, but 
every branch of the postal and telegraphic 
systems at work at the present day were repre­
sented with remarkable completeness, and there 
were even tentative illustrations of the 
Methods of communication which electrical 
science has already foreshadowed, and which, 
there is little doubt, will be developed in a 
startling manner in the future. For ex­
ample, amongst the mAny scientific curiosities 
exhibited was one called the “  Electrophonoscope," 
representing one of the possibilities of the Post 
Office arrangements a hundred years hence. 
Some years ago the late Robert Sabine and 
others experimented in a crude way with sele­
nium in the transmission of sunlight pictures j 
and since then electricians have worked earnestly 
to solve the problem of the transmission of 
sights as well as of sounds. In what way they 
have accomplished the result put forward last , 
evening, Professor Hughes and the electrician of 
the Poet Office, Mr. Preece, and their aiders and 
abettors, Mr. Strot and Mr. Martin Roberts, may 
some day explain. The novel apparatus was 
placed in a small temporarily-curtained room, not 
much bigger than a very large sentry box, hold­
ing an audience of three at a time and the 
attendant who demonstrated the novelty. 
There before you on the wall was a funnel­
shaped disc, brightly illuminated by four 
electrio incandescent lights. You put the 
telephone to your ear, and ring your corre­
spondent up. His face is seen immediately in 
the centre of the diso. You speak, and he replies. 
His countenance changes its expression. He 
laughs, looks solemn, grave and gay by turn. 
And all the unscientific—and more than a few of 
the scientific—went away declaring the electro 
phonoscope to be marvellous indeed. The 
features of the person at the other end, whether 
or not they were transmitted by electricity, 
could not have been more distinct had they bean 
looked at, from a short through the
object lens of a spy-glass.







In the domain of archeology and history we 
have a working Post-office of 1760, with ladies 
in wigs and dimity gowns, the more prosaio 
but business-like office of I860, with young 
ladies serving with more or less suavity, and 
a Post-office of 1990, according to the ideal of 
Mr. Chambre, who hopes that at that distant 
date a machine with the astonishing name of the 
“  Electro-tubular-lightning Express ” will enable 
people to hold almost instantaneous communica­
tion all over the world. The special Jubilee 
envelope, which was on sale, was not a triumph 
of art, but as a memento of the occasion it 
was eagerly bought up. Printed in blue 
ink, it bore well-executed engravings of the 
Royal and Imperial arms, the ordinary penny 
stamp, pictures of the North Mail making for 
Highgate in 1790 at the rate of eight miles an 
hour, and of the North Mail in 1890 approaching 
Carlisle at the rate of 48 miles an houa Then, 
too, the envelope was inscribed with portraits of 
the postman of 1840, and of the letter earner of 
the present day, and those who chose to incur 
the extra expense could have it marked 
with three special stamps, one bearing the 
date 1790, another with the Imperial Crown 
struck in the present year, and a third post­
dated by a hundred years. All these, and the minor 
feature of the display of Post-office resources, 
were extremely interesting and popular, but at 
the same time the characteristics of the evening 
were chiefly social. No little interest was taken 
in the splendidly-horsed mail coaches, which were 
drawn np at various points in the grounds of tile 
Museum, and which were subsequently de­
spatched to Brighton, Watford, Chelmsford and 
Ipswich, and Oxford. Of music there was 
no stint. The 24th Middlesex (Post 
Office) R.V., with their band, furnished a 
mounted Guard of Honour when the Duke and 
Duchess of Edinburgh arrived, and during the 
evening excellent performances were given by 
the bands of the Grenadier Guards and the 
Royal Artillery. At intervals daring the evening 
concerts were given, at which Madame Valleria, 
Madame Annie Marriott, Miss Alice Gomez, 
Mr. Sims Reeves, Mr. Percy Palmer, Mr. Fred. 
King, Mr. Sydney Bleckley, Madame Frickenhaus, 
Mr. J. E. Payne, Mr. Leo Stern, and other artists 
assisted, and were supplemented by the efforts 
of the Post Otfloe Choir, which performed very 
pleasingly a selection of part songs and glees. ' 

The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh arrived 
at half-past nine, and were received by Mr. 
Raikes, M.P. (Postmaster General), Sir Arthur 
Blackwood (Secretary to the Post Office), Mr. 
Tombs (Comptroller), Mr. F. E. Barnes, Colonel 
Thompson, Mr. A. Pamphilon, Mr. J. J. Cardin, 
Mr. A. M. Cunynghame (Surveyor General for 
Scotland), Mr. H. Joyce, Mr. Algernon Tumor, 
and many other officials of the Postal service 
and members of the Executive Committee. At 
the entrance a bouquet was handed to the 
Duchess by Miss Raikes, and the principal 
members of the Executive were then pre­
sented. Next followed the one pioturesaue 
feature of the evening—a procession headed 
by scarlet-uniformed trumpeters with silver 
bugles, who heralded the approach to the 
daw of the Duchess, who was conducted by the 
Postmaster General, and of Mrs. Raikes, who 
wss escorted by the Duke of Edinburgh. All 
along the red-carpeted tine their Royal

a;hneeees received a most cordial welcome, and 
ore they took their seats on the dais the 
audience heartily took up the strains of the 

National Anthem, played by the Royal 
Artillery Band. What followed it was not 
•esy, in the tremendous crush, to understand. 
What was seen waa the delivery to the Duchess, 
by a Poet Office official, of a letter, which 
was understood to convey an address of 
welcome and thanks, the brat signature being 
that of Mr, Frederiok Hill, the sole sur­
viving brother of Sir Rowland Hill. Another 
letter waa delivered, the contents having a 
similar purport, signed by the Postmaster 
General and Sir Arthur Blackwood, on behalf of 
the present servants of the Poet Office. To 
these missives the Duke of Edinburgh, on behalf 
o f his wife, returned a suitable reply. A tele­
graphic wire and apparatus were then brought on 
to  the dais, and the Duchess, by touch­
ing a key, sent an electric signal to 
Post Office officials in various parts of 
Great Britain inviting them to unite with their 
colleagues at South Kensington in giving simul­
taneously three sheers for the Queen. Their 
Royal Highnesses afterwards visited the Exhibi­
tion, and remained till after eleven o’clock, con­
gratulating, before they left, the chief organisers 
of the convertazions on the decided suooeee they 
had achieved. I SO
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The conversazione of the Post Office Penny 
Postage Jubilee, which was held last evening at 
the South Kensington Museum, was a highly 
successful and brilliant event, and was attendee 
by their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess 
of Edinburgh. About 4,000 guests from all 
parts of the United Kingdom were present, and 
were received by Sir S. A. Blackwood, Secretary 
of the Post Office, Mr. F. E. Baines, C.B., the 
Inspector-General of Mails, and chairman of the 
executive committee, and by other officials. 
Sir James Whitehead, one of the promoters 
of the fund, was also present. The other mem­
bers of the committee included Mr. J. J. Cardin, 
Accountant-General, Mr. Preece, Electrician of 
the General Post Office, and Mr. R. C. Tombs, 
Controller of the London District Postal Service. 
Their Royal Highnesses arrived at half-past nine 
o ’clock, and were attended by Lady Emma 
Osborne, Colonel Colville, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Poore. They were received by Mr. Raikes, the 
Postmaster-General, and by the members of the 
committee, a guard of honour being formed by 
the Poet Office Rifle Volunteers. A bouquet was 
presented to the Duchess by Miss Raikes. Pre­
ceded by a gentleman usher, Mr. Cambré, and 
by four City trumpeters in scarlet uniforms, the 
Royal guests passed through the Architectural 
Court, where were stationed some very largely 
patronised sorting, stamping, and special con­
versazione post-offices, into the South Court, and 
thence across the Italian Court, which was 
thronged with people, to the dais in the north­
east cloister. The Duchess of Edinburgh was 
conducted by the Postmaster-General, and Mrs 
Raikes by his Royal Highness the President. On 
the way the band of the Grenadier Guards played, 
and the National Anthem was struck up by 
the band of the Royal Artillery as the procession 
reached the southern aroh of the Italian 
Court. At the dais an iuteresting ceremony 
was performed. An old officer, Mr. Nobbs, who 
has been fifty-four years at the General Post 
Office, clad in his red coat, delivered to their 
Royal Highnesses a letter, which was read. It 
conveyed a respectful welcome to the Duke and 
Duchess, and expressed the hearty appreciation 
of their kindness which was felt by eighty-three 
old servants of the Post Office, all of whom had 
joined between the years 1818-1840, and by Mr. 
Frederic Hill, the sole surviving brother of the 
late Sir Rowland Hill, K.C.B. Mr. Stewart, a 
young postman in the uniform of 1890, next 
handed in a similar letter, which was1 also 
read. It is signed, on behalf of the present 
servants of the Post Office, by the Post­
master-General, the Secretary of the Post 
Office, and by the Inspector-General of Mails 
The Duke of Edinburgh, in reply, expressed the 
pleasure which the Duchess hail in receiving 
these letters, and he thanked them in his own 
behalf for haring invited him to attend the con­
versazione as its president. He added that a 
telegram bad been.sent to his house, and it was 
from the Governor of Cape Colony. He was 
glad to have received this message early, which 
conveyed the congratulations of the colonists, 
from this part of her Majesty’s Empire, for it 
happened that this colony was the first that he 
hod visited. A telegraph lad, Monish, then 
handed in several telegrams, the first coming from 
the postmaster of an office at the extreme 
northern point of the service, being 700 mile« 
distant from London. A  succession of despatches 
were received and read, amongst them being one 
from the Postmaster-General ut Washington to 
the Duke, and one from the Governor of New­
foundland addressed to the Duchess, in which the 
hope was expressed that the Newfoundlanders 
might soon enjoy the benefits of penny postage, 
a wish which created some laughter. The Vice­
roy of India, the Postmaster-General of Canada, 
the Premier of Quebec, and others sent des­
patches to the Postmaster-General. The read­
ing of these messages having concluded, 
the Duchess was requested to touch the 
key of an electric instrument, by means 
of which a signal was sent all over the 
British Isles, as an intimation that all should join 
with their colleagues assembled at South Ken­
sington in three cheers for her Majesty the 
Queen. Hearty cheering thereupon resounded, 
and the names of the Duke and Duchess were 
also warmly applauded. The ceremony coming 
thus to an end, the Royal party was escorted 
first to the Quadrangle, and then upon a tour of 
inspection.

In the Textile Gallery, as part of a highly 
interesting collection of telegraphic instruments, 
illustrative of the various systems in use for the 
last hundred years, there was a most remarkable 
apparatus on view. It is the joint invention of 
Professor Hughes, F .R .8 ., and Mr. Preece,
F .R .8., and carried out by Mr. Stroh and Mr. 
Martin Roberts, of the Post Office. It solves 
the queatidh of visual telegraphy. The sender 
of a message from a distant station appears in 
person before bin correspondent, and with a tele­
phone it ia possible, not only to speak to him, 
but to see him, and to watch the ex­

pression of his featuresjgs It  is a perfect 
complement to the tolepRbfle, and will illus­
trate what telegraphy ia likely to be in 1990. 
There is hardly any need to say that the liveliest 
curiosity was manifested to view this electro­
phonoscope, as it was called, and the dark rooms 
were besieged by visitors. On entering a little 
cabinet one was confronted with a large dark 
mirror, having a telephone at the aide and a pair 
of strong lamps overhead. Directly communica­
tion wag made it was possible to talk over the 
telephone in the ordinary way; but whilst talking 
the speaker could observe the expression upon his 
correspondent’s face at the other end of the wire. 
Like an animated coloured photograph the image 
of this gentleman was seen, perfectly and 
clearly, and at the Bame moment tliis individual, 
whilst addressed by the speaker, could watch his 
face as he spoke. The effect was really marvel­
lous, and appeared almost like witchcraft. Of 
course the two instruments were at no great 
distance apart—perhaps 30ft—but they were not 
in a direct line o f vision. It still remains to be 
seen to what distance light can be transmitted 
by means of electricity. The programme also in­
cluded the provision of three postal offices in the 
Science Library—one dated 1790, being a quaint 
reproduction of the office of a century ago, at­
tended by bewigged ladies and clerks m full- 
skirted coats. The modem office was in the 
charge of Mrs. Dion Boucicault, the original 
“  Colleen Bawn,”  and the office of 1990 was 
typical of electricity, and the ladies behind the 
counter were attired respectively in black ,*scarlet, 
and yellow. Postal cards were despatched,.not 
by tube, as might be supposed, but by boy 
messengers to the Poste Res tan te in the Archi­
tectural Court, where answers of a jocular kind 
were forthcoming. There was. a great demand 
for special Jubilee envelopes, enclosing cards, 
which were obtainable at a shilling eacn. The 
design displayed the contrasts between the 
men and methods of 1840 and those of 
1890—the slow coach being depicted as com­
pared with the mail to the North, approaching 
Carlisle at forty-eight miles an hour, whilst the 
reduction of postal rates from 4d, 8d, Is 2d, and 
2s fid to the uniform penny was also commemo­
rated. The card bore a portrait of Sir Rowland 
Hill, with the quotation beneath it, “  He gave 
us penny postage.”  The other items in the pro­
gramme included the despatch of four-horse 
parcel coaches to Brighton, Ipswich, and to 
Oxford, carrying parcel mails which had been 
made up in the Museum. A large amount of 
general postal business was transacted, for which 
Miss Parsons and Miss Turner were largely
responsible. In the concert theatre there 
waa a succession of musical programmes, 
the artistes who had generously given their 
services including the following: Madame 
Valleria, Madame Annie Marriott, Miss /¿ice 
Gomez, Miss Nellie Lovev, Mr. Sims Reeves, Vr. 
Percy Palmer, Mr. Fredk. King, Mr. Sydney 
Beckley, Mr. J. E. Payne (violin), Mr. Leo Stern 
(violoncello), Madaine Frickenhaus (piano), Mr. 
Alfred J. Caldicott (Mus. Bac.), and Mr. Arthur 
Fagge. Part songs were sung by the Post 
Office Choir. Mr. Sims Reeves had an espe­
cially hearty reception. During the evening 
the stamp collections lent by the Board of In­
land Revenue, the Government of New South 
Wales, and the Post Office were inspected by 
many people, and visitors also availed themselves 
of the opportunity of using the Hughes telegraph 
instrument, which was in communication with 
Brussels and also Berlin. It is expected that the 
Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund will largely bene­
fit by the proceeds of the conversazione.

ThoCentral News says: “ In connection with the 
Jubilee celebration of the Penny Post, held this 
(Wednesday) evening at South Kensington, an offi­
cial intimation was sent to all post and telegraph 
offices, stating that at ten o ’clock work should cease 
fora few moments, and a “  spontaneous”  cheer be 
given at that hour for the Queen. At the Cen­
tral Telegraph Office in Loudon, where the rela­
tions between the clerks, numbering over 2,000, 
and the head officials are becoming severely and 
seriously strained, asingular scene was witnessed at 
the appointed hour. When the signal came,instead 
of cheers there was a storm of howls, hisses, and 
groans and epithets of execration from a staff 
heretofore completely loyal. The demonstration, 
it is understood, was intended to mark the deep 
feeling of indignation which prevails among the 
staff at the vexatious delays interposed by certain 
high officials to tho consideration of the griev­
ances under which the clerks have suffered.”

A conversazione, under the patronage of the 
Queen, was held last evening at South Kensington 
Museum to celebrate the Jubilee of tho uniform 
Penny postage. From 4,000 to 5,000 visitors 
attended, and were much interested in the repro­
duction of a post-office as in the year 1790. to com­
pare with on9 of the present day, as well as by 
other illustrations of the advance in the postal 
system. '^ D





F a r r j n g d o n  H o u s e ,

W a r w ic k  L a n e ,

L o n d o n , E.C.,

July 1 8tk, 1890 .

^Caricature of the Jubilee Envelope and Card, 

by Harry Furniss.

D ea r S ir,

W e  h ave  the p lea su re  to  in form  y o u  that, 

o n  W e d n e s d a y  n ex t, the 2 3 rd in st., w e shall issue co p ie s  

o f  the C a r ica tu re  o f  the J u b ilee  E n v e lo p e  and C a rd , by 

H arry F u r n is s .

T h e  p r ice  w ill he O n e  S h illin g  p er  c o p y , and  as 

the ed ition  w ill b e  lim ited  it w ill be  n ecessa ry  to o rd er  early  

shou ld  you  w ish  a n y  cop ies .

Y o u rs  tru ly ,

J O H N  W A L K E R  & C o .

It w as a happy thought o f  the postal authorities to take advantage o f  th«. 
present stamp mania and produce a Jubilee imitation Mulready envelope, to 
be sold for the benefit o f  the postm en ’s charities. Its success from  a 
m onetary point o f  v iew  was such that all w ere disposed o f before the day 
o f  issue. But what o f  the artistic su ccess?  N ever has there been seen 
anything m ore dam ping to the hopes o f  those w ho believe that progress in 
art is just now  both rapid and assured. Surely upon an object w hich had 
to be com pared with a really artistic w ork (although it did date from the 
benighted era o f  1840), and which w ill go  dow n  to posterity as a specim en 
o f  what can be done in 1890, som e little pains might have been taken by  
the m onopolists o f  Governm ent postage-stam p productions. W h at is the 
good o f  a State-aided school o f  design i f  on  such an occasion its services 
cannot be called upon, and relied upon to produce something which, at all 
events, w ould not irritate, both in colour and com position, the veriest tyro 
in art know ledge ?  16 5



* »
>

G  e a *  .

Z 9  ¿

< / 0  v ^ , , ,  „  ,/
JL





POST .OFFICE JUBILEE CON­
. VESSAZIONE. ,  *?£ 

-jku/y ___•____  3 7  7*
I^pt evening thè authorities of St. Martin’g- 
Granà held their linai jubilation in honour, 

of th* institution of the Penny Post at the 
South Kenaington Museum, and it was eer­
i l y  * very interesting and successful fòie. 
Tbe outside of the Museum looked quite as 
brilliant as the inside,when, as the twilight faded 
iute darkness, the open space in front of the 
building biased out not only with the light of a 
eood many lamps, but with the gorgeous 
«louring of a number of JRoyal Mail vans drawn 
up in the avenue, with conohmeu rigged up in 
their host and lamps all alight. A  guard of 
honour wss furnished by the 24th Middlesex, the 
post Office Volunteers, and outside they made 
things lively with their band, while within the 
bands of the Royal Artillery and the Grenadier 
Guards alternately took up the harmony. Doors 
were open at seven, and from seven till nine Sir 
Arthur Blackwood, K.C.B., and two daughters 
received guests in the court devoted to aucient 
sculpture. The Secretary to the Post Office in 
Court array presented a very fine figure, and 
near him were Mr. F. E. Baines, C.B., one of 
the assistant secretaries, Mr. Algernon Turnor,
C.B., Financial Secretary, both in levee dress, 
»3 well as Sir James Whitehead, Bart., who 
wore in addition to Court dress some of the 
glittering embellishments pertaining to some of 
tbs civic offices, and altogether cut a very 
handsome and imposing figure, Sir James was 
accompanied by Lady Whitehead and two of his 
ions one of them in scarlet uniform. Thus 
there was around Sir Arthur Blackwood a very 
striking party, but on the other side the crimson. 
pathway were the City trumpeters and three or 
fonr Pest Office officials in their scarlet tunics 
and shining chimney-pot hats, and it was 
rsthsr amusing to observe the perplexity of 
•omt of the guests as to whether they should 
turn their deferential attention to the right 
hand or the left, ,

Throughout the extensive range of the courts 
sad corridors of the Museum many hundreds of 
ladiee aud gentlemen must have been scattered, 
and as the evening wore on large numbers 
promenaded in the grassy quadrangle, lighted 
by electricity and enlivened by one of the two 
bands. At different points about the building 
were many displays of interest, constating of 
illustrations of the practical working of the 
Post Office—letter “  sorting,”  and “  facing,”  
and stamping, and sealing up in bags and 
dispatching mails ; while in the textile gallery 
the famous new invention, the electro-phono- 
•cope, was shown for the first time, and at­
tracted a great amount of interest. At 8.30 the 
Royal Parcel Mail coach was despatched for 
Brighton ; at 8.40 the coach for Watford, 
and at 8.50 another for Oxford. There 
were stamp ¡.collections ) {on  view and 
telegraphic matters ware experimentally 
explained, and various other curious and inte­
resting matters were ou view, affording ample 
amusement till the time for the arrival of the 
geests of the evening—the Duke and Duchess 
of Edinburgh. Before their arrival, however, 
Mr. and Mrs, Raikes had put iu an appearance, 
and Sir Lyon Playfair, Lord Emly, Lord Win- 
ehelsea, and several other persons of more or 
less distinction. About ten o’clock the Duke 
sud Duchess arrived, and were received with a 
salute by tha guard of honour without, while 
within the Postmaster-General, the secretary, 
assistant secretaries, and other prominent de­
partmental officials, and Sir James and Lady 
Whitehead met the’ illustrious president of the 
couveraaxioue and the Duchess, to whom a 
bouquet was presented by Miss Raikes, while 
the Duke, as president, presented tothaDachess 
what were understood to be a number of Jubilee 
jnementoea, and a procession was formod, the 
band in the reception room pleying alternately 
the English and Russian national anthems.

At the head of the procession was a geutle- 
man usher, followed by four City trumpeters in 
tbsir scarlet uniforms, wbo gave merry fanfares 
on their glittering silver trumpets. It was 
asserted, and very widely believed, that Lord 
Salisbury was in the processiou. The Premier 
had, indeed, been invited,but wasunabletoeome, 
and tie gentleman who had the honour of being 
luwtsten for the Marquis was in fact 

Bsines. On reaching the dais at tbs 
'ud otthe main avenue the Postmaster-General 
and 8r Arthur Blackwood took up positions 
r,8ht«ad left of the Dnke and Duchess, to 
whon a letter was delivered welcoming tha 
, JJ* guests. This was signed by old officers 

v  > Fort Office, the first name being that of 
( '¿ r*deriok Hill, the sole surviving brother 

^  Sr Rowland Hill, whose son, Mr. Pearson 
<t*uii was among those present last evening, 
♦ri.**1 0De the signatories. An officer of 

* lost Office then delivered a letter from the 
servants of the Department expressing 

“ •u thanks also. This was signed by the 
^^»»ter-Gensral and Secretary. After this 

,  t*®£r*ph wire was brought on to the dais, 
uths Duchess of Edinburgh was invited to 
®  s key, by whioh an eleotrio signal was 

“»««dullover the.British Isles, calling for three 
3** for her Majesty the Queen, an invitation

right heartily ‘responded to in the Museum, 
though unfortunately, its it soon came to be 
known, eliciting something less satisfactory 
from the General Post Office itself. Altogether 
this final celebration of Sir Rowland Hill’s 
great work may be said to have proved a bril­
liant success, and should have aided very 
materially the Post Office benevolent fund, for 
■which it bad been got up. It should be added 
’that at intervals during the evening concerts 
were given in the theatre, aud part songs were 
very effectively sung by the Post Office choir.

------------------------- i 5 1
A Scura XT the Ckktbxx Offici.—Last night the 

staff on duty at the Central Telegraph Office, which 
numbered upwards of four hundred, assembled in the 
Central Gallery at 10 o’ clock, awaiting; the signal for 
cheering the Queen which was to ha received from 

•South Kensington. On the signal being received the 
superintendent in charge called for ’’three cheers for 
the Queen. Silence was, however, steadfastly main­
tained for-some-moments, and than the whole staff 
bu n t out into a groan. Three cheerawere then asked 
for Mr. Kaikee, the Postmaster-General, which was 
also met by groans still londtr thanybefore. The men 
state they have no foaling whatever-of disloyalty to her 

'Majesty, but refused to cheer as a protast against the 
-treatment the staff are now receiving at the hands of 
the heads of the department in the Post Office.

Oeleuesticn at KiMiEiiuiNsima.— Kidderminetsr, 
the birthplace of 8ir Rowland Hill, the poetai reformer, 
joined enthusiastically in tbs Jubilee celebrations 
yeatsrday. Sir RowlaudHiU’ satatueand the Post-office 
were adorned with flowers. In the evening the Mayor 
despatched a telegram to the Postmaster-General 
thanking the Queen for patronising the Rowland Hill 
Benevolent Fund, and thus honouring one of Kidder­
minster’s sous. The Mayor at the same time congratu­
lated the Postmaster-General on ’ the ever extending 
progress o f the poetai service.

POST OFFICE JUBILEE CONVERSAZIONE. 
Ji* *--------♦—  ̂7- 7°-

Under the patronage of her Majesty; a conversazione to 
celebrate the Jubilee of uniform penny postage was held last 
night at South Kensington Museum, and between 4,000 aud 
5,000 ladies and gentlemen were present. Numerous 
features were introduced to  illustrate the rise anti 
development of the postal and telegraphic services. 
In the library were established two post-offices — 
one of tha year 1790, and the other of the pre­
sent time ; and a large sale took place throughout the 
evening, at other offices established in the Architectural 
Court and Art Library, of the “  Jubilee envelopes ”  at Is, 
each. But perhaps the greatest attraction amougthe many 
interesting Bights provided for the visitors was in the Tex 
tile Gallery, where a bold stroke was made in antici­
pating the possible character of telegraphic inter-com­
munication a century hence. Humour and ingenuity 
were here brought into combination to show
how people in future generations may perhaps be 
enabled—by means of an “ electropbonoscope,”  to be 
perfected by some inventor yet unborn—not only to carry 
on a conversation, but to see each other, though separated 
by hundreds or thousands of miles. Large bodies of visitor! 
also thronged the Architectural Court, where the sorting and 
stamping processes were established, and dated stamp* 
of unique design were impressed on such special envelopei 
aud post-cards as were presented for that purpose. Several 
collections of British stamps were on view, the principal 
being that of the Board of Inland Revenue, of the 
Government of New South Wales, and of the Post 
Office. Royal mail vans, horsed and with lamps alight, 
were stationed at various points between the Museum and 
Cromwell road ; telegraphic communication with the 
Continent was maintained, as at the Jubilee at the Guild­
hall, under the eyes of the visitors; and during the 
evening the Royal parcel mail coach for Brighton and ths 
coaches for Catforii and Oxford were despatched.

The Duke of Edinburgh, president of the conversazione, 
who was accompanied by the Duchess of Ediuburgh, 
attended; and the Royal visitor* were received on theii 
arrival by Mr. C. Raikes, the present Postmaster-General, Sit 
Lyon Playfair, M.P. (a former Postmaster-General), Su 
James Whitehead, Sir Arthur Blackwood, and the vice­
presidents and executive committee. A  guard of liouout 
was furnished by the 24th Middlesex (Post Office) Volun­
teers, with the band of the regiment. Her Royal Highness 
was the recipient of a bouquet from Miss Raikes. After 
some presentations had been made, a procession was 
formed, passing, by way of the South Court, to the 
end of the main avenue, where a dais w a s  placed. 
As the Royal and distinguished party passed the 
southern arch of the Italian Court the band of the 
Royal Artillery played the National Anthem. The pro­
ceedings at the ceremony were in complete harmony with 
the idea of a postal jubilee, for, on their Royal Highnesses 
being seated, a letter of welcome was delivered to tin 
Duchess of Edinburgh, signed by old Post Office officials, 
the first signature being that of Mr. Frederic Hill, the sur­
viving brother of Sir Rowland HilL Then cameancrthei 
letter from present servants of the Post Office, signed, ot 
their behalf, by the Postmaster-General and the ¡Secretary. 
A telegraph wire and apparatus were next brought on to 
the dais, and upon her Royal Highness touching the key 
an electric signal was sent inviting post-office officials to 
various parts of Great Britain and Ireland to unite with 
their colleagues assembled at South Kensington in giving 
simultaneously three cheers for the Queen.

The Duke of Edinburgh, briefly acknowledging ths 
letters of welcome, said that be had received a telegram 
from the Governor of Cape Colony—which he first visited 
nearly 20 years ago—wishing every success to their 
gathering.

Their Royal Highnesses, with Mr. and Mrs. Raikes and 
tha executive, then visited the music room and the quad­
rangle, where the bands of the Grenadier Guards and th« 
Royal Artillery played selections.

In addition to the performances of the hands, foot 
concerts were given in the lecture theatre. The Post Office 
Choir, an excellent body of voices, formed from out of tbs 
various departments of the servioe, and skilfully trained by 
Mr. Sydney H. Beckley, sang several part song* at each 
concert with good effect, and the oommittee had 
the advantage of the kind help of Madame Valle:.-ia, 
Madame Annie Marriott, Miss Alios Gomes, Miss

THE DISAFFECTION AMONG TELEGRAPH CLERKS*
AN E X A G G E R A T E D  R E PO R T. 3  /

F r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  a t  t h e  G e n e r a -  P o s t  O f f i c e  ( t h e  Times s a y s ) ,  i t  
g p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  c i r c u l a t e d  b y  a  n e w s  a g e n c y  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  y e s t e r ­
d a y  m o r n i n g  a s  t o  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  s ta r t  a s s e m b l e d  a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  
P o s t  O f f i c e  o n  W e d n e s d a y  e v e n i n g  w a s  a t  o n c e  i n a c c u r a t e  a n d  m i s l e a d ­
in g .  T h e  s t a f f  o f  c l e r k s  p r e s e n t  in  t h e  C e n t r a l  T e l e g r a p h  O f f i c e  a t  t e n  o ’ c l o c k  
o n  W e d n t s d a y  n i g h t  n u m b s  r e d  p e r h a p s ,  4 0 0  A  la r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  
n u m b e r  w e t e  e n g a g e d  a t  t h e  t im e  in  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  r o o m s ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  
g r e a t  p r e s s u r e  o w i n g  t o  t h e  B a r r o w  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  w h ic h  w a s  j u s t  t h e n  
a r r iv in g ,  a n d  t h e r e t o i e  t o o k  n o  p a r t ,  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r ,  in  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  
O t  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  c l e r k s ,  m a n y  e n g a g e d  in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  b u i l d ­
i n g  h a d  e x p r e s s e d  a  d e s i r e ,  w h ic h  w a s  c o m p l i e d  w ith , t o  j o i n  t h e ir  
c o m r a d e s  m  t i e  c e n t r a l  g a l l e r y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  g i v i n g  a n  u n i t e d  c h e e r .  
T h e i r  s t r e n g t h  w a s  a u g m e n t e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  c l e r k s  w h o  w e r e  g o i n g  o f f  d u t y  
a t  t e n  o ' c l o c k ,  b u t  w h o  w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  c h e e r i n g .  A t  t e n  o ' c l o c k ,  b u t  b e f o r e  
t h e  s i g n a l  w a s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  S o u t h  K e n s i n g t o n ,  t b i e e  v e r y  h e a r t y  
c h e e r s  w e r e  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  Q u e e n ,  a n d  a  f e w  m o m e n t s  la t e r ,  w h e n  t h e  
s i g n a l  a r r i v e d ,  t h e s e  c h e e r s  w e r e  t e p e a t e d ,  art p r e s e n t  a p p e a r i n g  t o  j o i n .  
T h e  la s t  c h e e r  w a s , it  is  t r u e , f o l l o w e d  b y  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  h i s s i n g ,  g r o a n i n g ,  
a n d  o t h e r  d i s c o r d a n t  n o i s e s  ; b u t  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h i s  d i s t u r b a n c e  w e r e  s o  m u c h  
in  t h e  m i n o r i t y  th a t  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  d e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  
in  c h a r g e .  N o  c h e e r s  w e r e  c a l l e d  fo r  f o r  t h e  P o s t m a s t e r - G e n e r a l ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h is  a p p e a l  w a s  a n s w e r e d  b y  s t i l l  l o u d e r  g r o a n s  fa l ls  a t  o n c e  t o  
t h e  g r o u n d .

ALLE G E D  INQU1RV BY T H E  CO N TR O LLE R -G E N E R A L.
A n e w ,  a g e n c y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f ir s t  in t im a t io n  w h ic h  M r .  R a i k e s  r e c e i v e d  

o f  t h e  « x  r . i o i d i u a r y  s c e n e  a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  T e l e g r a p h  O f f i c e  o n  W e d n e s d a y  
n i g h t  w a s  c o n t a i n e d  in  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  a f fa i r .  H e  a t  
• n e e  c a u s e d  in q u i r i e s  t o  b e  m a d e ,  a n d  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  d a y  M r .  F i s c h e r ,  
t h e  C h i e f  C o n t r o l l e r  o f  t h e  T e l e g r a p h  D e p a r t m e n t ,  h a d  a n  i n t e r v ie w  w it h  e l e v e n  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m a le  c l e r k s ,  w h o m  h e  c l o s e l y  q u e s t i o n e d  o n  t h e  s u b je c t .  
T h e  c l e r k s  r e p u d i a t e d  a n y  in t e n t i o n  o f  d i s l o y a l t y  o r  d i s r e s p e c t  t o w a r d s  
h e r  M a je s t y  t h e  - u e e n ,  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  w a s  s p o n ­
t a n e o u s ly  m a d e  a s  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  t h e i r  r e p e a t e d  
p e t i t i o n s  f o r  r e d i c s s  01 g r i e v a n c e s  h a d  b e e n  t r e a t e d  b y  t h e  h i g h e r  o f f i c i a l s  o f  
t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e .  M r ,  F i s c h e r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  e x p l a n a t i o n  w a s  n o t  s a t i s i a c t o r y ,  
a n d  t h a t  it  w o u ld  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r m a l l y  t o  p la c e  o n  r e c o r d  a  p r o p e r  d i s c l a i m e r  
f r o m  t h e  w h o le  s ta ff . H e  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  c l e r k s  b e . o r e  h i m  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  s i g n a ­
t u r e s  o f  t h e  s t a f f  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m e m o r a n d u m  :—

We have heard with regret that an unseemly scene took place at the Central Tele­
graph Office last evening, on the occasion ol the postal jubilee, when three cheers were 
railed for her Majesty the Queen, and we desire to dissociate ourselves from what took 
place.

T h e  c l e r k s  a s k e d  a n d  r e c e i v e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  a m o n g  
t h e m s e lv e s ,  a n d  u l t im a t e ly  t h e y  i n f o r m e d  M r. F i s c h e r  th a t ,  b y  e i g h t  v o t e s  t o  
t h r e e ,  t h e y  h a d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  m e m o r a n d u m  w h ic h  h e  
h a d  d r a w n  u p , b u t  t h e y  w e r e  w i l t in g  t o  o b t a i n  s i g n a t u r e s  o f  t b e i r  f e l l o w s  t o  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  e x p l a n a t o r y  s t a t e m e n t

W e, the uu<iersignert members of the staff of the Central Telegraph Office, respect" 
¡ally beg to assure you that, in our own opinion, the spontaneous expressions ol feeling 
given utterance to when three cheers were asked for the Queen at ten o ’clock last night, 
were not in any way due to want of respect or to disloyalty towards her most gracious 
Majesty.

M r . F i s c h e r  a s k e d  f o r  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  e i g h t  c l e r k s  w h o  h a d  v o t e d  a g a in s t  
h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  ; b u t  t h e  c l e r k s  u n a n im o u s l y  d e c l i n e d  t o  g i v e  h im  t h e  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n ,  a n d  M r .  F i s c h e r  t h e r e u p o n  i n l o r m e d  t h e m  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  c i e r k s  w h o  h a d  
a c c e p t e d  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  h a d  b e t t e r  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  m e m o r a n d u m  a n d  o b t a i n  
s ig n a t u r e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  d a y  a  n u m b e r  o f  s i g n a t u r e s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d ,  c h i e . i y  
f r o m  f e m a l e  c l e r k s ; b u t  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o :  t h e  s t a l l  d e c l i n e d  t o  s ig n  t h e  d o c u m e n t  
A  fu ll  o f f i c ia l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  a f f a i r  h a s  b e e n  f o r w a r d e d  t o  M r .  K a i k e s ,  a n d  i s  
n o w  u n d e r  t h a t  g e n t l e m a n  s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

A  M ESSAGE IN RH Y M E .
O n  W e d n e s d a y  n i g h t ,  a m o n g  m a n y  o t h e r  t e l e g r a m s  r e c e i v e d  b y  M r .  R a i k e s  

a t  t h e  P o s t  O f f i i e  J u b i l e e  C o n v e r s a z i o n e  a t  S o u t h  K e n s i n g t o n  M u s e u m ,  w a s  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  :—

The Swansea Telegraph Staff this Jubilee Day 
T o  the Postmaster-General their respects now pay.
At ten the current was sent about,
And tor the Queen we raised a shout.
Such lo;al men we arc sure you will say 
Greatly deserve an increase o! pay.

| Nellie Levey, Mr. Sims ReeveB, whose artistic sing- 
i ing was greatly admired ; Mr. J. E. Payne (violin), Mr. 
Leo Stern (violoncello), Madame Frickeuhaus (pianoforte 
solo); Mr. Alfred Csldieott, Mr. Arthur Fagge, and 
Mr. Twyford accompanists. Mr. Sydney Bcckley, the con 
ductor of the choir, and the possessor of a fine bariton* 
voice, also contributed some songs to the programmes, 
which were heard by relays of auditors, each concert lasting 
from 30 to 40 minutes. ' f c o

The staff on duty at the Central Telegraph Office, winch 
numbered upwards of 400, assembled in the central gallery 
at ten o ’clock last night, awaiting the signal for cheering 
the Queen, which was to be received from South Kensing­
ton. On the signal being received, the superintendent in 
charge called for three cheers for the Queen, but silence was 
steadfastly maintained for some moments, and then the 
whole staff of clerks burst out into a groan. Three cheers 
were then asked for the Postmaster-General, which was 
also met by groans still louder than before. The men 
state they have no feeling whatever of disloyalty to her 
Majesty, but refused to cheer as a protest against tin 
treatment the staff are now receiving at the hands of tbs 
heads of the department.

In many towns throughout the country, the Jubilee was 
celebrated last night, telegrams of congratulation being 
despatched to the Postmaster-General.





THE DAILY GRAPHIC, WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 1890.

:

T h e  Ed ito r,

“ D aily G ra p h ic ,”

M ilford House, Milford Lane, 

S tra n d , W .C.
1890

V l  0 - 0  n e t  G IV I U S F L N H Y  F O S 7 A & L ’

T h e  Jubilee C orresp ondence C ard  as it ought to  be.

THE JUBILEE ENVELOPE AND CORRESPONDENCE CARD AS MR. IIAHUY FURX1S3 THINKS THEY
OUGHT TO BE DESIGNED (PUBLISHED TODAY).

The “  Harry  F urniss ”  J ubilee E nvelope 
anpCard.—We have receiveda specimen of tho above, 
which form a clever caricature ol the original card and 
envelope which was sold to the public ou the lid inst. 
Both envelope and card are grotesquely elaborated 
alter the manner fam iliar to admirers of Mr. Fur- 
niss’ s whimsical drawings, but a comparison of the 
original and caricature is essential to enable ODe to 
realize the oddities o f the latter. On the envelope the 
most conspicuous sketch is a figure o f a prim postman 
of 1840, holding a single letter, “  This stylo 2s, G<1,,”  
balanced, as a companion figure by the postman of 
1890, bent nearly double beneath an enormous sack of 
letters, “  Ib is stylo I d .”  Beneath is the head of the 
Chancellor of tho Exchequer swallowing a train full 
o f gold, representing the Post Office profit of 1890. The 
card shows a fair likeness of the Postmaster-General 
with the legend, “  He did not give us penny postage,”  
this being a burlesque on Sir Howland H ill ’ s likeness 
on the jubilee card. The first 100 copies of the cari­
cature (signed by the artist) have been privately sub­
scribed for by members of the Philatelic Socioty and 
others at hall-a-guiuea each, ?^  ^

The outward add manifest record of tha Poet* 
office Jubilee— or, as U r. Furaiss prefers to call I t  
'the Post-office j n m b l t w a s  tuo envelope aal

post-oard which wee* sold at tho Booth 1_____
Conversazione for a shilling, In aid of tho RoWiaa» 
H ill Fund, Of tbo pitiful character of the design—  
from tho artistic point of viow— «vary person of taeta 
who baa soon it is wall aware j and that they hero 
formed tho subject of a most ingenious and afusinw 
burlesque by Mr. Harry, Furaise will not bo sur­
prising to the admirers of that gentleman’a humour 
and omni-adaptive eldll. Keeping close to tho. 
character of the original—so done that a first glance 
would hardly betray tho carioaturs— he has satirised 
tho “ ovor-work-and-under-pay ”  policy of tho 
department and of tha Govern meat, while strictly 
following the lines of the aenaine article, and hue 
own ingenuiu has been well backed up by Mema

latest “ artistic joke”  are all signed by Urn, and 
these have been taken up— at 10s. fid. each— by U r. 
Tenting, M J ., and tfher member* of the Philatelic 

A  im,t«ed ndtlbA of unsigned copies will

TflF. JU B ILE E  ENVELOPE.
■ TO THE EDITOR OP THE GLOBE.

•Si r ,— Mr. Geo. E. Blanch is clearly wrong in his 
calculations, as there would be only four spans of 75 
yards to five posts, and this gives 300 yards, or 140 
yards short of a quarter o f a mile. Telegraph posts 
along trunk railways are, however, rarely 75 yards 
apart, and frequently not more than 75 feet, so that 
a  train need be o f  no unusual length to cover five 

I posts.— Yours faithfully, B.P.
Blackheatli, July 3. fP fC _____

MR. H*RRY FURNISS’S LAST
PARODY. I £ 6

Is nothing sacred from the caricaturist's pencil ? Is 
nothing safe from his gall-steeped pen? Poor 
Douglas Jerrold—one of tho mainstays of Punch— 
always believed that the comic artist would rush in 
where angels feared to tread, and one day met 
A ’Beckct's quiet statement that he and Leech 
were about to collaborate in a “  Comic His­
tory of England ”  with a cry of anguish. 
“  Great heavens !” he exclaimed, “  what shall we have 
next ? The drollery of Alfred and the fun of Sir 
Thomas More in the Tower, with the farce in the 
background of his daughter begging his poor dead 
head to clasp to a heaving bosom that is convulsed 
with laughter ! W e shall have a comic Sermon on 
the Mount next ! and a Humorous Sacrament on 
a Funny Good Friday !”  Such, so far as 
memory serves, was Jerrold’s outburst on hear­
ing of the proposed “  profanation but the 
result was a popular success, acceptable in the
eyes of a public less morbidly-seiwitive than the

uial w.t
It must b > admitted that Mr. Furniss lias been a bold 

man to seek to parody the “ Jubilee Envelope and 
Corresjxmden.'o Card.” Not that a caricatureof Post 
office proceedings is likely to be looked upon as a blas­
phemy outside t. o walls of that much-talked-of depart­
ment ; for did not Leech and “  Phiz,” and a score of 
smaller men, issue travesties of Maclise’s well-meant 
failure in the illustrated envelope line ? No. 
His courage consists, primarily and chiefly, in 
tackling a subject apparently so barren in good 
ideas, and in seeking, like the dwarf in the fable, 
to squeeze water out of a stone. As I write over my 
own signature, I may bo permitted to state it as my 
opinion that nothing could well be poorer than the 
much-vaunted card and envelope recently issued 
at the Jubilee celebration at South Kensington. 
It is utterly devoid of art and art fitness, and wool« 
do no credit to a second-rate bill head draughtsman 
a> -»vdown in the country. The envelope looks like 
a ch..d’s ill-arranged s. rap-book—the Queen’s head a» 
liigh as the coach, the postmen twice as tall as the 
Queen’s head, and overtopping by eleven-twelfths of 
their length the railway carriages that tear across 
the envelope at the proud Tate of “  forty-eight mile* 
an hour.”  Of the design of the correspondence card 
it ie f  not much that is kinder can be said. A  poor 
invertebrate sort of arrangement—it cannot be 
called a comjiosition — that any visiting - card 
engraver might have produced in a week or two, with 
a not ill-executed portrait of Sir Rowland Hill in tho 
corner. After much labour, the department brought 
forth this mouse, which would be put to shame for 
artistic qualities by any tenth-rate tate in Enrols?; 
and this is the noble work that Mr. Furniss has 
parodied for Messrs. John Walker and Co.

The chief points of tho envelope aro really very 
happily burlesqued. The crown and “  V .R .*’ become 
a clever reference to the recent strikes, in the bar of 
gold poised on the hoads of the three starvelings 
across whoso bodies appear the legend, “ W e if. 
underpaid.” Tho Queens head is omitted ; but is
this a sign of respect or a suggestion o f ------; but, no.
that could not be ! Tho spick and span half-crown 
letter-carrier of 1840 and the wretched, over-worked 
postman of 18!>0 show thopatlios rather than tho fun 
of humour, while the train of gold that rushes into 
Mr. Goschen’s insatiable maw touches on a broader 
aspect of internal politics. Then the 11 Rowland Hill ’  
that rises on the horizon and closes in the view is one 
of those picture puns which Mr. Furniss produces 
with so much facility.

In tho correspondence-card ourcaricaturist continues 
the iiarody—thoseverestpointof which is the (»ortraitof 

"  vt-es, with the legend lveneatli it, “  He did nob 
Postage; ' . hile the skill with which he 

Royal -i into the appearance o f a 
v. ' f :he author of “ Puzzle- 

M. H. Spielmask.
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THE POST OFFICE JUBILEE. 1 f °

The jubilee envelope and correspondence card, and 
the Guildha'l postcard, which we illustrate to-day, 
are three interestingiuementoesof the jubilee of penny 
postage. Since the plates have been destroyed 
the- originals promise to become genuine 
postal rarities. But, apart from their value to 
philatelists, they will interest posterity, which 
will probably enjoy facilities of inter-communication 
almost as far in advance of those of to-day as these 
are upon those of fifty years ago. T o us the difference 
between the old mail coach days—and on the Jubilee 
envelope we have a representation usefully identified 
as “  the North mail making for Highgate at eight 
miles an hour ” — and the mail train, which, 
it may be remarked, arc not fairly represented 
by that described on the envelope as “  ap-

1 »reaching Carlisle at forty-eight miles an hour.” 
t would, however, be rash to predict that the future 

will not witness changes more startling than these. 
But, be this as it may, it will never be forgotten that 
Sir Rowland Hill “  gave us |>enny jiostage,” and even 
in the dim and distant future, whatever its | vista I 
facilities may be, the institution of ]<?nny |>ostage will 
be regarded as one of the distinctive features of the 
Victorian era.

Rome thousands of guests attended the conversazione 
given at the South Kensington Museum last night in 
celebration of the Post Office Jubilee. The Queen gave 
her patr< nage to the gathering, which, towards the end 
of the evening, was attend« d by the Duke and Duchess 
of Kdiiiburgh, the Duke, indeed, being the President 
of the conversazione. Their Royal Highnesses were 
received w ith a Royal salute liy a guard of honour 
coin]ioscd of the 24th Middlesex (Post Office) RiHo 
Volunteers, their band playing the National Anthem. 
The Royal visitors were revived by the Postmaster­
General, the Vice-Presidents, and the Executive 
Committee, a bououot being presented t»> the 
Duchess by Miss Kaikes. Some other pK-sen- 
tations having then taken place at the hands of > '■„ 
president himself, n procession was formed, and, with, 
a fanfare of trumpets by four of the City trumpeters, 
who were there by s|»eeial permission, their Royal 
Highnesses were conducted to a dais at the end of the 
main avenue. Hereab ttcrof welcome and appreciation 
of the Duchess’s kindness was delivered, the signa­
tures being those of old officers of the Poet Office, 
the first that of Mr. Frederic Hill, the sole sur­
viving brother of the late Sir Rowland Hill, K.C.B. 
A letter was also presented from present servants 
of the Post Office, expressing their thanks 
to her Highness. A telegraph wire and ap­
paratus having b«en brought to the dais, the 
Duchess touched a key, which gave an eha-tric signal 
to the Post Office officials in various parts of the 
British Isles to unite with their colleagues assembled 
at South Kensington in giving simultaneously three 
cheers for the tjueen. j | I

Music was provided by the liaiuls of the Grenadier 
Guards, under Lieutenant Dan Godfrey, and of the 
Royal Artillery, directed by Cavalier /avertal ; and 
concert» were given in the theatre, to which Madame 
Valeria, Madame Annie Marriott, Miss Alice Gomez, 
Miss Nellie i/ovey, Mr. Hints Reeves, Mr. Percy 
Palmer, Mr. F, King, Mr. Sidney Bccklev, Mr. J. FI. 
Payne (violin), Mr. Loo Stern (Violoncello), 
Madame Frickenhaus (piano), and Mr. Alfred J. 
Caldicott and Mr. Arthur Fagge had promised their 
services, as well as the Post Office Choir. The 
despatch of the parcel mail coaches to Brighton, M at- 
fort), and Oxford also took place from the exhibition. 
An enormous sale was elici ted of the Jubdee enve­
lop- and cards, and much money was exjiendfd in 
having cards and |>aix<rs stamped with the old stamp 
of 1790, the siss-ial Jubilee stamp, and the future 
on« of !890, Phonographs, and a variety of Oliver 
inventions of the latest kind, served to make the con­
versazione as complete iu novelties and curiosities as 
it was therefore interesting and instructive.

I
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THE POST OFFICE JUBILEE CONVERSAZIONE AT SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM.

THREE ERAS OF POST-OFFICE 
WORK.

• ♦ ----------
Some interest ing comparisons were presented at the 

Penny Postage Jubilee conversazione by the manner in 
which the wonderful advances made in inter-oom- 
munication had been divided into sections. There 
was a representation of a Post-office of 1790, on the 
front which were contemporary notices. One 
painted board of undoubted authenticity conveyed the 
information that in those days every hawker, news­
vendor, dealer, or disorderly person who loitered on 
the pavement oppoeite the General Post-office or in 
any part thereof was liable to a penalty of £5. 
Numerous reward bills gave indication of the felonious 
raids to which the mails were often subject. One of 
these old documents offered no less than £1,000 re­
ward in connection with a robbery of Bank notes

from the Ipswich mail. A  resurrection had also 
taken place of the old stamp of obliteration of 
100 years back, a shield with the upper triangular 
section filled with the crown, flanked by the initials
G. K ,  and the shield proper taken up with the name 
of the office and the date. As the Jubilee envelope, the 
supplies of which ran out very early in the City during 
the day, and which must nave been exhausted at 
night—conveyed, the North Mail used to rumble into 
Highgate at eight miles an hour at that time. 
About the year 1840 the rates of postage ranged from 
4d. up to 2s. (id., while Nott and Gamble’s ponderous 
“  step by step pointer ”  was the stage to whioh the 
telegraph machine had advanced. The subsequent 
developments up to 1867 were shown, including the 
quadruplex and various other systems. _

The present year of grace had illustration 
in a crowd of bustling poetmen and telegraph 
boys, and the less familiar figures of sorters 
and stampers busy at their work. The men jn 
uniform, who emptied the boxes erected in 
various parts of the building of the letters and cards

thrust so unceasingly into them were hardly able to 
display the celerity with which they usually discharge 
their functions. The postal boxes had been made in 
imitation of the old fashioned type, in which the 
wooden tray is too narrow and shallow to at all assist 
the task of emptying, whereas, in the modern pillar 
boxes the pan is broad and capacious. In  tbe Cruik- 
shank’s Gallery there was a model showing how the 
exchange of mail bags is effected by means o f apparatus, 
standards, and nets from railway trains. _ As m a n y » 
750,000 bags are dropped annually in this way. Tbs

S
i reel mail coaches to Brighton, Watford, and 
xford were despatched from the museum during the 
evening, although this style of trans(>ort is really not 

a development so much as a revival from the past. In 
telegraphy, there was the Wheatstone system in work, 
and the present wonderful Hughes machine. This 
contrivance, which has come to lie known as “  the 
tape,” was working with Brussels during the earlier 
hours o f the evening, and afterwards with Berlin. In 
each case, however, no sooner had the message been 
]»Tinted off on the hand of paper than tbe reply was

POSTMASTERS'7# !  BREAKFAST.
(fa u  SPEECH BY MR. RAJKES. *  7 -fo  
Mr. Raises, the Postmaster-General, was the prin­

cipal speaker at a breakfast given to-day by the post­
masters throughout the United Kingdom at Exeter 
Mall. The Chairman, after thanking those present 
for the honour they had done him in inviting him to 
be their guest, said be believed thit wM the Ar»fc 
gathering of postmasters of the United Kingdom. 
He did not know with whom the idea originated, but , 
he could not imagine amorepropersequel totbe feativi- 
ties of last night, when the whole postal service of the 
country was so largely represented at the gathering 
at South Kensington. He would not abuse their 
kindness by venturing to dwell upon any of those 
burning questions which had recently occupied, not 
only the attention of the service, bat also that of the 
public. He would, however, be very ungrateful if he 
did not take that opportunity of saying how greatly 
he and thoea gentlemen on whose experienoe and 
council he had to rely, were beholden to the 
postmasters of the United Kingdom for the admirable 
and loyal co-operation which they had invariably 
received from them. Tb* duties of a postmaster were 
most exacting, and most responsible. Any one who 
had held the office that he had had the honour to 
occupy during the last four years, would know much 
better than the public how great a strain upon the post­
masters was the ordinary discharge of their daily 
duties, and how gn atlythat strain had been intensified 
by recent events, which had called forth as much energy 

. and discretion as could at any time animate any body 
of public servants He must say that, without ex­
ception, the postmasters of the United Kingdom 
had shown those high qualities which were neces- 
(„iry for the dun discharge of their duties. 
and ii«J by their cordial assistance and loyal support 
made it possible for thoee who in timesof considerable 
strain and difficulty had to conduct the affaire of 
great departments, to carry them on in a manner 
worthy of the State and to the advantage of

the public. He spoke o f the enormous strides 
that had been made in every branch o f postal work 
since 1840. and declared that the great demands had 
been fully met. Such was the patriotism and the etpnl 
de eorp* which distinguished postmasters that even if 
too active science or too urgont democracy should cast 
upon the post-office additional burdens, they wouldshl l 
be w illing to do what they could to give effect to tho 
demands and ©T9U to add to  that work* which he he- 
lieyed would now over-tax the energios of ahnos’-
any other class of the public service.—Mr. I .  
Angel, a postmaster in the south-weetern district ot 
London, having thanked Mr. Kaikes for the kind wordi 
in which he had spoken o f their services, Sir A. Black­
wood declared that postmasters were the backbone of the 
postal service. He trusted that the relationship between 
the heads o f the department and the post master, 
throughout the United Kingdom would always b« 
characterised by thesamo friendship that now existed 
— Speeches were afterwards delivered by postmaster« 
from  various parts o f the country, j*7 A

Mr. Baikes, replying to *  rwolntion condsiniliir.: 
hie recent action, «tatee that, so far from attempt - 
ing to suppress mvotings of postmen to discus 
matters affecting their official position, he has re­
scinded tho rule maintained by all his predecessors 
during the last 25 year», under which such meetings 
were strictly prohibited outside a post-office building, 
and has left postmen perfectly free to meet when and 
where they like for such dieoueeions, provided they 
complied with one or two simple regulation*.

instantaneously transmitted, in words which were not 
always correct English, but which showed the good 
intentions of the foreign operators at the other end. 
The phonograph, with its wonderful reproductions of 
voioe and musical sounds, was exhibited, and created 
tbe interest it never fails to arouse. A t the tame 
time, a message had only that very day been received 
from Mr. Edison to say that all existing machines 
might be considered obsolete, as one even more simple 
in adjustment had been devised.

And now as to the future. There was a prophetical 
post office of 1990, in which business was 
conducted on an entirely new principle. Open 
letters were sent by an electrotubular lightning 
express to any part of the world, and a reply was 
found at the Paste Rest ante. Much more interest­
ing was the electrophonosco|ie. By means of this 
contrivance not only could instantaneous communica­
tion be obtained by telephone, but the actual face of 
the interlocutor could be seen. This, the most as­
tonishing invention of the age, was shown for tbe 
first time, . —
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L i  C k fisN U tfc  
/  SPEECHES BY

POSTAL JUBItm .
MR. RAIKES.

Mr. Raikes, the Postmaster-General, was the prin- 
elp»l speaker at a break fast given yesterday by the 

' postmasters throughout the United Kingdom at 
' Exeter Hall. After thanking those present (or the 
honour they bad done him in inviting him to be 
their gneet, Mr. Raikea, said he believed that was 
the first gathering of postmasters of the United 
Kingdom. He did nob know with whom the ides 
originated, but he could not imagine a more proper 
sequel to the festivities of lsst night, when the whole 
postal service o f the eonatry was so largely 
represented at the gathering at South Ken­
sington. He would not abuse their kindness 
by venturing to dwell upon any of those burn­
ing questions which bad recently occupied, not 
only the atten ion of the service, but alio that of 1 he 
public. He would. however, be very ungrateful if be 
did nut take that opportunity of saving how greatly , 
be and those gentlemen on whose experience and! 
counsel he had to rely, were beholden to the poet-1 

1 masters of the United Kingdom for the admirable \ 
and loyal co-operation which they had invariably r e - ' 
caived from them. The duties of a postmaster were 
moat exacting and most responsible. Any one who 
bad held the office that be had had the honour to 
occupy during the last four year», would know much 
better than the'pnblic how great a strain upon the 
postmasters was the ordinary discharge of their 
daily duties, and how greatly that atraiu 
had been intensified by recent events, which 
had called forth as mueh energy and dis­
cretion as could at any time animate any body 
of public servants. He must say that, without ex­
ception the poetmastera o f the United Kingdom 
had shown those high qualities which were neces­
sary for the due discharge of their doties, and had 
by thair cordial assistance and loval support made it 
poaaible for thoae who in times of considerable strain 
and difficulty had to conduct the affairs of great 
departments, to carry them on in a manner worthy 
of the State, and to the advantage o f the pohlio. 
Ho spoke of the enormous strides that bad been 
made in every branch of postal work since 1840, and 
declared that (be great demands had been fully 
met. Bach was the patriotism and the esprit de 
carps which distinguished postmasters thst even if 
too active science or too urgent democracy should cast 
upon tbs Poet Office additional burdens, they would 
•till be willing to do what they could to give affect 
to the demands, and even to add to that work, which 
he believed would now over-tax the energies of 
almost sny other oiass of the public service.— 
Mr. Thomas Angell, of the South-Western District, 
in the name o f all the postmasters of tho United 
Kingdom, proposed a vote of thanks to the Post­
master-General.—Sir A. Blackwood (the secretary of 
the General Post Office) thanked the gathering, and 
•wared the postmasters present that it gave the 
officials of the department great pleasure to meet 
them. He said that he had great sympathy with 
the postmasters of the present day, as they were 
exposed to great pressure from all sides—from St. 
Martio’s-le-Graod on the one hand. and from the 
outside world on the other. There was also a pres 
sure from below, as they were living in days of 
agitation which made it extremely difficult for a 
postmaster to discharge bis duty.—Mr. Walliker 
(Birmingham) proposed a vote of tbaoks to the 
assistant secretaries, which was responded to by Mr. 
Baines.—Mr. Qregson (Burnley) then proposed a 
vote o f thanks to the surveyors, which was duly 
acknowledged : and a vote of thanks having been 
accorded to the committee, on the motion of Mr. 
Nesbitt (Inverness), the oompuy separated.

THE JUBILEE OF THE PENNY POSTfty

In connexion with the celebration of the jubilee of 
the uniform penny pottage, Mr. llaikes, M .P ., the 
Postmaster-General, was entertained at breakfast yes­
terday morning at Exeter-h&ll by a large number of 
postmasters, assembled from various parts of the 
United Kingdom. Mr. Raikes, who occupied the 
chair, was supported by Sir A. B lackwood, secretary 
o f the General Post Office, and a number of the lead­
ing postal officials. I t  was the first assembly of the 
kind ever held, and was termed the Postmasters’ 
Jubilee Breakfast.

After the toast o f “  Her Majesty the Queen ”  bad 
been duly honoured by tho entire audience rising and 
singing the National Anthem, . -

Mr. Ha ik e s , after thanking those present for the 
honour conferred upon him in inviting him there as 
their guest, said that he ventured to avail himself o f 
that opportunity to congratulate them upon what he 
believed was the first gathering of the postmasters of 
the United Kingdom. (Cheers.) He did not know 
with whom the idea originated, but he conld not 
imagine a more proper sequel to the festivities o f the 
previous night, when the postal service of the country 
was so strongly represented at the gathering at South 
Kensington, than that tho postmasters should have the 
opportunity o f seeing and meeting each other, and that 
the superior officers of the department, who had been 
so kindly asked to be the guests, should have an op­
portunity o f seeing face to face so many gentlemen 
with whom they were in constant correspondence, and 
of improving the acquaintance which even in tho 
epistolary form was generally so agreeable on both 
sides. (Cheers.) He would hesitate to abuse their 
kindness by venturing to dw ell upon any of those 
burning questions which recently had occupied the 
attention not ODly of the service, but also o f the 
public ; bat he should be very ungrateful if  he did 
not take that opportunity o f saying how greatly he, 
and those on whose experience and counsel he had 
principally to roly, were beholden to the postmasters 
of tho United Kingdom for the admirable and loyal 
co-operation which they constantly received from the 
members o f the postal service. (Cheers.) That gather­
ing represented not only postmasters from the metro­
polis and the provincial towns o f England, but from 
the sister kingdom also ; some o f their visitorshaving 
come from as far north, as Inverness and as far west 
as Mullingar. It  was therefore a truly representative 
gathering. He knew w ell that the duties of post­
masters were mest exacting, and that they occupied a 
most responsible position. Tho public generally 
appreciated that to a certain extent ; but any one 
who had filled tho office that be had had the honour 
to occupy during the last four years must know much 
better than the public how great was the strain upon 
the postmasters in tho ordinary discharge of their 
daily duties, and how greatly the strain had been in­
tensified by recent events, which had called for all 
tho eq&rgy and all tho discretion which could at any 
time nnimato any official in the public service. Ho 
must say that, without exception, the postmasters of 
the United Kingdom bad by their cordial assistance 
and loyal support made it possible for those who, in 
times o f considerable stress and difficulty, bad to 
conduct tho affairs of that great department, to carry 
them on in a manner advantageous to the public ana 
worthy of tho State. (Cheers.) Such was tho 
patriotism, tho esprit de corps, which distinguished 
the postmasters of the United Kingdom, that even if 
too active science or too urgent democracy should 
cast upon tbo Post Office additional burdens, they 
would s t ill bo w illiog to do what they conld to give 
effect to tho demands, and even to add to that work, 
which he believed would now overtax the energies of 
almost any other class of the public service. So long 
as tbo postal servants fe lt they could render important 
service to tho State and their country, and so long as 
the performance of that service was" recognised and 
appreciated, as he was sure it was, cot only by those 
who were primarily responsible for the duties of the 
department, but also by that large public to whom 
their work was indispensable—so long would they get 
a brilliant example of all that went to make a man in 
the highest sense worthy o f the title  o f a citizen  of 
this great Empire. (Cheers.)

After a few  remarks from Mr. T . M. An g e l  (South­
Western D istrict o f London), and from B in  A . B l a c k ­
w o o d , the company separated.

A dinuer o f the Penny Postage-Tnkilee Committee took 
place last evening at the Albion Tavern, Aldersgatc- 
street. Alderman Sir James Whitehead, chairman of 
the committee, presided, and the guests included 
the Postmaster-General, Sir A. Blackwood, K .C .B ., 
Mr, F. E. Baines, C .B ., Major Cardin, Mr. W. H. 
Preece, F .R .S ., Colonel Raffles Thompson, Mr. R. C. 
Tombs, Mr. W. G . Gates, Mr. Pearson H ill, the 
Sheriffs of London and Middlesex, Mr. Alderman 
Kecals, Mr. Deputy liaise, Mr. J . E. S ly , and Mr. J. 
Gannon.

After the usual loyal toaits had been duly honoured, 
the chairman proposed that of "  Prosperity to the 
Post Office, and the Health o f the Postmaster-Gene­
r a l.”  In the course of his speech he said that every 
one hoped that the difficnlties which had arisen at the 
present time in connexion with the service of the Post 
Office might be of only a temporary character, and that 
for the public good they would be soon settled. I f 
there was duo conciliation on both sides, a generous 
recognition of tho just aspirations and the rights of 
those on tho one side, and o f what was due to the 
public scrvico and tho taxpayer on the other, be was 
quite sure that before long tho conflict would be brought 
to a satisfactory conclusion. (Cheers.)

After the toast had been heartily drunk,
Tho PoBTMAftTKR-GBNlSKAL, in responding, said 

Sir James Whitehead and gentlemen, having regard 
to tho fact that tho postal jubilee o f 1890 had its com­
mencement in tho City of London. I think there is a 
singular appropriateness in the faet that we are gathered 
here this evening to take part in what I may call its final 
ceremony, under the same auspices and within the same 
limits. The Post Office is one c f the institutions not only 
of the _.»untry, but also of the City of London, and 
the singular and generous interest taken in it by the 
City of London showed itself, in the first p lace, by the 
magnificent celebration which took place in the 
Guildhall in May last, and, not exhausted by thnt 
demonstration, has continued to manifest itself until 
that final ceremony under the auspices o f our friend 
Sir James Wbitebcad, whom tba postal service has 
long come to regard as almost one of themselves. Con­
tinuing, Mr. Raikes said,—I do not wish to say any­
thing which might for a moment chill the enthusiasm 
of so ardent a sympathizer of postal progress as my 
fVjnnA Sir .Tames Whitehead : but I am bonnd to sav

that his entbnsiasm for our progrefcs perhaps in some 
respects goes ahead o f what our experience w ill 
warrant. It is true that we earn a very large 
revenue at the pres*ent time, and that on that revenue 
thcro is a very considerable «urelus to the State, 
There are a good npaDy claimants for a share in that 
surplus. There are a geop iffany excellent pedple 
who think that their letters onght to be carried not 
only at cost price, or at less than cost price, but, 
practically, at a price that would represent no 
revenue at a ll ; and there are a good many other 
persons connected with tho Post Office who regard the 
tact that we earn a surplus as one of those damning 
evidences of capitalistic theory which requires to be 
defended by its summary dispersion among those

rrsons. ( "  Hear,”  and cheers,) Now, although 
entirely concur in thinking that the Poet Office 

exists for the benefit o f the country, and at the same 
tim e I think the Post Office should set an example 
of liberal treatment of its employés, I  am not 
prepared to accept in their entirety either the 
doctrine that the public is entitled to have its 
letters carried at a ruinous loss to the revenue, or that 
the servants o f the Post Office should bo remunerated 
for their services at a price far exceeding the value 
of their labour. Sir James Whitehead has referred to 
one of the unsatisfactory features in the position of 
this department in the face of the present jubilee. I 
do not wish to speak of that in any detail or at any 
length ; but, as he has mentioned it, I do not wish to 
appear to shirk it . I am perfectly satisfied that, in 
dealing with its subordinate officers, the department 
o f which I happen to bo for tho moment the bead has 
practised a wise liberality. I think that, when you 
are satisfied that you have done what is right and 
wbat is just, you should not be moved by any clamour 
or by any form of intimidation into doing more than 
what is right or just. The relations between the Post 
Office and those who serve it have been until the 
present moment, I think I may say, o f especial and 
happy unanimity. I f  persons unconnected with the 
service have chosen to find a happy hunting 
ground within our walls, and if they have perverted 
and misguided those whose interests we have 
always had at heart into a position antagonistic 
to their superiors, we bave only this to consider 
—that we trust to the support of the country to 
resist any such invasion and usurpation of that 
authority which properly belongs to the constituted 
authority. (Cheers.) And you may he sure that first 
and foremost o f those who wish to improve and to 
maintain the position of the Post Office servant are 
those who arc charged by their responsibilities to the 
Queen and the country with the delicate and difficult 
duty o f holding the balance between the servants of 
the public and the public, who, after a ll, are our 
masters. (Cheers.) The Postmaster-General con­
cluded his speech by an expression of hope that there 
might long be a continuance of thnt. cordial sympathy 

■ and frimdship which existed between the Post Office 
i and its nenrest and most appreciative neighbour, the 
1 City of London. \S I
. The other toasts included “  The Lord Mayor and 
1 Cor Lt rat ion .”  •• The health of Mr. Pearson H ill ,”

" T h e  Rowland H ill Benevolent Pund,”  "  The Post 
Office Jubilee Committee,”  •* The Sheriffs,”  and 
* Chairman,M the last being proposed by the

Postmaster-Gen e r a l .

THE POST OFFICE JUB.
A  considerable number of postmasters and postmis-

e a X Z . '

from all parts of the United Kingdom assembled 
yesterday morning at breakfast, held in the Lower 
Room, Exeter Hall, under the presidency of Mr. Kaikes, 
the Postmaster-General, and Sir 8. A. Blackwood, the 
Secretary of the General Poet Office. There were also 
present Mr. F. E. Baines, C.B., Inspector-General of 
Mails, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Lamb, and Mr. Yeld, of the chief 
offioe, Mr. H. M. Cunynghame, of Edinburgh, Mr. Wal­
liker, o f Birmingham, Mr. Angel, of Oxford, Mr. Kailton, 
o f Booth Shields, and many others. In proposing the 
health of her Majesty, which was drunk with enthusiasm, 
the Postmaster-General referred to the presence of the 
ladies as being especially appropriate, having regard to 
important part the fairer sex plays in the w oikof the 
Post Office.

Mr. Ra iiss  then said that as they had done Him the 
honour of inviting him not only to be their gui at, but 
also their chairman, he would avail himself of the op­
portunity to congratulate them upon this the first social 
gathering of postmasters oi the United Kingdom. 
(Cheers.) He did not know with whom the idea origi­
nated— (“  Railton ” )—but he could not imagine a more 
fitting sequel to the festivities of the previous night, 
when the whole postal service of the country 
was so largely represented at Boulh Kensington, than 
that the postmaster* should have their own pleasant 
gathering on the following day. He must say without 
exception the postmasters o f the United Kingdom had 
shown those high qualities which were ntet usury to the 
due discharge of their duties. Timv had celebrated the 
Jubilee of Penny Postage, ami, greatly os the public 
had reaaon to laud and extol the name of Sir Rowland 
Hill—(cheers)—for his great discovery and for the rare 
ability which he displayed in giving practical effect 
to it, it required ail the generosity even of a post­
master to join in glorifying the memory of a uiau who 
had so enormously added to their responsibilities. 
(Cheers.) When they saw what the Post Office w is  in 
1790, and when they recalled, as many present no doubt 
could, what it was like in 1840, and noted the enormous 
strides whioh had been made in every direction of postal 
work. When they recollected bow to ordinary postal 
duties bad been superadded all the anxieties and 
labour* connected with an enormous telegraph depart­
ment ; when they remembered that upon the willing 
backs of public servants wae piled by Mr. Fawcett the 
additional harden of the parcel post, and when they bore in 
mind how clad other departments of the Btate, as, for 
instance, the sister branch of the Inland Revenue, was 
to add to the responsibilities of poetmasters by entrust­
ing to them the delicate duties connected with the 
administration of their department—(laughter and 
cheers)—when they considered, also, that not onlv 
was the postmaster uow a postman and a telegraph 
■uperinkrxdent, but a public carrier and the dispenser 
of lioesoea fbr almost every function in life ; and, 
flutter, he waA more and more becoming the banker 
of the poor—(cheers)—he thought they ail of 
them must understand how of the gentleman who 
filled any such position was demanded a combi­
nation o f qualities greater than those which went to 
make up almost any other public functionary, and cer-





tainly greatly exceeding the standard which was gene­
rally (uppoaed to fit a man for a «eat in Parliament. 
(Laughter and cheer«.) These great demand* had been 
met by an unequalled supply, and the service had shown 
that when an essentially all-round man was wanted 
one waa always forthcoming. (Cheers.) He believed 
that such was the patriotism and the esprit da corps 
which distinguished postmasters of the United Kingdom 
that even if a too-active science or a too-ardent demo­
cracy should cast upon the post office yet additional 
burdens that they would still be willing to do what they 
could to give effect to these demands, and even to add 
to that work which now would overtax the energies of 
almost any other class o f public servant. (Laughter 
and cheers.) ,

Mr. A n g e l ,  of Oxford, then thanked the Postmaster­
General for his presence.

Sir 8 . A . B lackwood afterwards expressed his plea­
sure in meeting so many postmasters, who were, he said, 
exposed to pressure from above, outside, and below. 
There was now a new danger— they were in danger of 
being blown tip. They were living in daya of agitation, 
which made it extremely difficult f*r the postmasters to 
discharge their duties to all concerned.

Mr. Raj lton, the promoter o f the gathering, ex­
pressed his gratification at its success, and hoped that 
it would become an annual event.

Mr. Wa l l iu r  gave the healths of Messrs. Joyce, 
Baines, and Lamb.

Mr. B s i n k s ,  replying, ventured to take the compli­
ment as an expression of their belief that the welfare 
and interests of their metropolitan brethren were as 
dear—nay, dearer—to the officials named than their 
own. (Cheers.)

Other toasts followed, Mr. Y bld  replying for the 
surveyors, and Mr. U r a n  for the committee, the latter 
declaring his opinion that never in the history of the 
service was patriotism more necessary; and, speakim  
for himself and colleagues, he assured the Postmaster­
General that they would do their best to uphold the 
discipline and maintain the conditions o f  the depart­
ment to which they belonged.

Three cheers were given for Mr. Raikes, and, the 
chairman and vice-chairman having b>riefly replied, the 
company separated.

Am H r. R a i x w  is d o *, generally . 
with * keen mom of the hoaocou, we n .- 
conclude tk*t he was quite onoooadoo* of the ‘ 
drollery of the ritnatfoo when he roee et the * 
jubilee bnekfeet given by the pcrtw iit iw 
Enp nd to thank th e « for the booonr oc 
ferred on bias by inviting ban to take in. 
place at the table. It  was no doubt a con­
siderate proceeding op the part of the officials 

not to leave the

but no one, surely, oould have been prepare«1 
for so flattering a speech from their distin­
guished guest. If  H r. Baikbs fails to appre­
ciate the services of postmen end of 
telegrepbiate, if he ie even alow to recognise 
the claims of the underpaid Poet Office clerk, 
be is et any rate eloquent in  his ecknowledg- 
ment of the work daily done and “  the 
strain ” endured by postmasters. He seems 
to have been much gratified to see gathered 
at Sxeter H all yesterday many of the Lon­
don and provincial postmasters. It  is “ really 
a representative assembly,” said the autocrat 
of St. Mart in's-le-G  rand. Possibly it  was; 
bat representative of whom p Certainly not 
of the postal service generally. U  told 
those gathered round him that the por aster 
in ’ these days is also a telegraph •perin- 
tendont, a  pnblio earner, the banker of 
the poor, and so forth. Indeed, be 
declared that it required '* a com­
bination of qualities greater ” than
is usually demanded in any other publio func­
tionary for the efficient discharge of duties of 
this kind. H r. R aiku  aims, be says, at 
carrying on the postal eervioe in a manner 
“ advantageous to the publio and worthy of 
ths State.” But the publio, as he ought to 
bare discovered by this time, do net want all 
the advantages to be oa their side. They refuse,

; in order to swell tbe profile of that depart­
ment of the State over which H r. R a iu s  
presides, to oppress either the telegraphists or 
the postmen. It  may appear to Sir Arthur 
B lack w o o d  that it  ** helps to smooth over 

! many difficulties when the postmasters shake 
hands with their chief,” bat that view wilt 
not be shared by tbe generality of people, 
When the telegraphists or when the postmen 
invite Mr. lU n u a  to breakfast, it will show a 

' much smoother state of things than exists et 
prsssnfa The right bon. gentleman waa asked 
yesterday afternoon in the House of Commons 
a question about the telegraphists, and he was 
obliged to admit that the foaling among thies 
officials is still the reverse of satisfactory. 
Last night at tbe dinner given by Sir J a k e s  
Whit*m ad , the PoeTMAJoraa-Oairm. . talked 
of u a wise liberality.” The eoooer ne gives 
proof of his intention to exercise it the more 
quickly will the antagonistic feeling which has 
boon engendered by the contrary pohoy eub- 
mde, and tbe affairs of the department be

TH E PO ST OFFICE JU BILEE. t  J-Qo 
The public, or at any rate a representative portion 

of it, having already celebrated from its point of 
view the fiftieth anniversary of tll^feth of the 
penny post, it waa natural that St. Martiu’s-le- 
Grand should desire to do the same thing from its 
own. The points of view do not always coincide 
with the precision of a skilful piece of dovetailing; I 
but on such occasions what is not exhibited must1 
always be a considerable portion of an exhibition. 1 
The show at Guldhall very kindly left out all I 
visible signs of public grievances, and that 
at St. Martin’e-le-Grand as considerately omitted 
illustrations of the worries which the officials 
of a department in touch with every inhabi­
tant of the country, almost, indeed, of the 
whole world, have daily to undergo. This is 
unquestionably an interesting period of postal 
history, when the penny post itself, with its 
foreign and colonial aoDlications. is eettiQg to be 
regarded as scarcely less obsolete than the working 
Post Office of 1790, exhibited yesterday evening, 
and when zealots for correspondence are already 
dreaming of the reign of the halfpenny through­
out the civilised universe. It may take more 
than another century to establish M. Chambre’s 
exhibit—the “ Elcctro-Tubular-Lightning Ex­
press ”—calculated to convert the whole of human 
life into a whirlpool of correspondence, in which 
having to answer sadden questions all day and 
all night will become almost the sole occupa­
tion of man. But it may be that less than a 
century will suffice for the result; and there 
are more people than is officially assumed who in 
their hearts, though they dare not give their 
sentiments expression, anticipate further facilities 
for receiving communications, and further obli­
gations to answer them, with the reverse of enthu­
siasm. One feature of yesterday’s celebration was 
especially gratifying—the expressions of official 
loyalty from all parts of the country in which, it 
is to be trusted, tbe spirit of insubordination of 
which the lower ranks of the service have been 
giving evidence was merged. It was right to re­
mind the humblest officials that they are units in 

vast system capable of unlimited development by 
ng all concerned a view of the whole machine.

•  L O Y A L T Y *  m . J .

disturbances, whsa »be telegraphists dsclinad «0 
«be Queen, was circulated usoag tbe epsratars M 
tbe Central Telegraph Station ysatunjay for sigw  
tnre. Many refund to sign. Excitement ffifll 
prevails there. ’ . * I T & ^

A. News Agency r a y s T b e  first Intimation which 
Mr. Raikes received of tbe extraordinary goeae at 
tbe Central Telegraph Office on Wednesday night 
was eoatained in tbe newspaper aoooontg of tbe 
affair He at ones censed inquiries to be made and 
in tbe coarse ef yesterday Mr. Fisoher. the Chief 
Controller of the Telegraph Department, bad aa 
interview with 11 representative male clerks, whom 
be closely questioned on tbe subject. Tbe clerks 
repudiated any intention of disloyalty oc disrespect 
toward bar Majesty tbs Queen, and explained that
the demonstration was spontaneously made, aa a pro­
test against the manner in wkich their repeated 
petitions for redress of grievances bad been treated 
by the higher officials of the Pest Office. Mr. 
Fischer said that their explanation was sot satis­
factory, and it would be naeesasry formally to phoe 
on record a proper disclaimer from the whole Staff. 
He requested the clerks before him to obtain 
the signatures ef the staff to the follewiac 
memorandum :—<* We have heard with regret that 
an unseemly soene took place at the Central Tala- 
graph Office last evening, on the occasion of tba 
Postal Jubilee, whan throe cheers wan called for 
bar Majesty the Queen, and we desire to ^  
date ourselves from what took place.’’ Tbs clerks 
asked sad received petaaission to discuss tbe mattes 
among themselves, and ultimately they informed 
Mr. Fischer that by eight votes to three they had 
decided that • they could no« accept tbe 
memorandum which he bad drawn up, bat 
they were willing to obtain signatures of «*-!r fal­
lows to the foUowag explanatory fntrmsat ~ W *. 
the undersigned members of the staff of the Central 
Telegraph Office, raapeetfuUy beg to assure you that 
in oar own opinion tbs spontaneous expressions of 
feeling given utterance to when three chasm were 
asked for tbe Qaaeo at ten o'clock last night, ware 
not fat any »ray due to want o f reaped or to <tis- 
loyally toward. hm Most Gracious Majesty." 
Mx. Fischer asked for tbe names of the eight 
ejerks, who bed voted against bis suggestion, bet the 
-W k . uaaniatonalj dediabd to girahimtLe Infec­

tion, and Mr. Fischer tfaereu-»m informed them
that three clerks who had amwpted bis suggestion 
bad better take charge o K h i memorandum and 
oMain signatures. During tba day a number of 
ngaatues were obtained, chiefly from female clerks, 
bat tbs majority ef tbe staff destined to sign the 
document. A fall official seooont of the affair has 
been forwarded to Mr. Rankes, and is a ss  under that
gen tinmen's consideration. ....

Ths Livarpoel postal clerks were called open to 
tbfy  ob^ ”. *<»• tke Queen at toe o'clock on 

Wednesday night, id connection with the Rowland 
Hill celebration, bat, aa mas the earn also in Traidnsi 
end some other parts ef tbe country, they declined 
to do so, and a significant and eeawwhat rloomv
•deuce prevailed in reepoum to the energetic appeals
of tbe sapenatqodent. It is pretty wall uadsrstoed. 
fro wever.thst tba action of the clerks was m a ow ^  

nired by say feeling of disloyalty, hot was simply 
, * ’/ '* “ * ageieqt what is ceosideiwd to be their oa- 
J .  and arbitrary treatment by tbe "

u n i f o r m  P K W N Y  P O S T A G E -  
R O W L A N D  H IL L  B E N E V O L E N T  F U N D . ■ ■

P atron — H er M A J E S T Y  T he O U E E N
Praaldrnt o f  the S outh  K eoa ia etoo  J u b ilee  C ooV en aziooe__Bis

R oya l H i g h s »  the D U K E  o f  E D IN B U R G H ^ K  O , ™
„  _  V ic»-P atron s  o f  tb e  P uod—  .  /
H er R oyal H i .b o .e e  th- HITCHENS o f  T I C K . . S f l  

HI* 8 . rene Illy  hers* th e D U K E  o f  T E O K  Cl C  a  1 
Sprcial e ffo rt  to  m crea*. the Im .e tu ie o le  <if the Trustees.
R t t n A t  f m . i ,  e  a n . *  f . « . .  a t .  n __________ V  .luucnic too AD v-p tuiCOlB 41X tDP 1 ru*tt €asMiw- - wwu m luticf in'iu

Lidderdalv, E sq., aud Sir Jam 
1*90
.J* bavin» regard to the benrflte which have accrued to

,KJof’t ' n .of W  posts«», and to th^ftUthftU fFnupwd by th? K?rt*nti of the Pott Oihcv* an affnrt 
properly ^  made during thit lb® Jubile- y»ar lo raise th® invested

* - M 2
w i j } ^  further donation.

C h equ e. In aid  o f  the fun d  (cr.M ed L on d on  and W eatm intt.r Dank) 
b* sent to ib ir  J a m - .  W bltebead. Ha»t,, or  to  F. E Maine« Fs.r 

C. H„ General Pn.fc Ottce, w  o  vil| be happy to  receive th> m nn hvhtir
Uo^cKri?« c ^ f ^ D*UnJ ; Me**™. Coi and

Co., liw tehw t , Meura. Cos, Biddolph, and Co,, rbiriijirm u • 
Uessm. Diojadala, C->rnhill ; the Loo oo and Westminster Haoii the 
Cry Ban* tbsiSational ProrlucUl B.nl ,.f Knglan T  theUoLu 
do^jtoie CoMoliOeted Bank hsre a l»  tindl, ittered to m i n

JU B IL E E  o f the U N IF O R M  P E N N Y  POSTAGE*
T he R O W L A N D  H IL L  B E N E V O L E N T  FU N D .

P atron— H er M A J E S T Y  T he Q U E E N .
8p®cfal e ffo rt  to  tncrea*® the ioveetm eot« o f  the Truatees.
T h i. Fund h a . for it .  ob jec t the relief o f  «erran t« o f  th® Poatwoffle® 

throu ghou t the U nited  K ingdom , and thorn form erly its .e r ra n t , 
w ho, through n o  fault o f  their own, b a r .  fa llen  in to n*cmeit<>ua c ir ­
cum stance*. X ta la o -a n d  c h ie fly -a ffo rd , am ittm ee  to their - I d o * ,  
and  orphan«, fo r  whom  o o  prori . 1 0 0  ie m ade under the Superannua­
tion  A ct.

T h e  L**rd M ayor elect, Mr. A lderm an Savory, ha* kindly ennwent^d 
to  the A nnual M eeting o f  tba T rustee. a n d o th * rt  intercated in the 
F ubd baioK held  in the M a n sion .h ou e . on  T u ew la j, 11th Moreutb^r, 
wh*n the E xeofitire  C om m ittee o f  the Mouth K ensington Conver­
sazione will report tha result o f  their efforts. M eanwhile tb t  under­
m entioned D anker, have kindly consented to  reoeiva D O N A ­
T IO N S

The B *nk  o f  E ngland. M e a n . C ox and  C o .. S ir C. R . M cGregor, 
B .r t ., and  C o., M e u ra  C o u tt . and C'o,, Messrs. Hoar® and  Oo., the 
L on don  and W est qi in s ir  r Bank, the City B an c, T he N ational P ro­
vincial B ank o f  E ngland, the Consnlldatt’d B ank, Tha U n ion  Bank 
o f  L ondon , M e u ra  C ox. Hlddulpb, and C o.. M.-s»ra D im tdale, 
Fow ler, Barnard, and D itnadala  Uhe-iuer in aid  o f  the Fund may a tw  
bo sent to  Alder« an 8 ir  Ja»»es  Whitehead* B  » r t , Bu-kl era bury, E .C .; 
o r  to  F. E. bulnea, Esq*. C.B., G en-ral Post-office, KC, 2 S  /C y tl,

-*±- - i
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J UB1LKK of U N IF O R M  P E N N Y  P O ST A G E  
R O W L A N D  H IL L  MEMORIAL nnd HKNKVOLKNT FUND. 

Patron—Her MAJESTY The QUEEN.
8pr>cUl effort to  liter- use the Investm ents o f  tbu Trustees.
E xtra ct from  a  letter from  t te  D u ronesj B urdett-C oi.tf*, W illiam  

Lidderdak*, her;., and Sir Jauit-s W hitehead, llart., dated  N ovem ber, 
1890 : r

"  W e think that, h av in g  regard to  the benefits whlrh liave accrued  
to the public from  the a doption  o f  penny postage. and to the tu iih lu l 
services rendered by the servants o f  the Post Office, an e ffort m ight 
properly be m ade durin g this it f,e Jubile- ) year to  raise the invested
in op eri y o f  that F u n d  from  £17,000, its present am ount, to  such 
h igher am ount as the liberality  o f  the t ubile will a lio ' “

8 E C O N D  L IS T  o f  D O N A T IO N * .
T he Jubilee C elebration  C om m ittee  desire gratefully in A C K N O W  

L E D G E  the lit eral C O N T R IB U T IO N S  which have been m ade tc
3e the 22m

_________ _______ to
this Fund. Amongst the principal donations received since the 22d 
November last are the follow ug

* L O N D O N  L IS T . O  f t / f V .

0 0

52 1C 0

T h o  Bank o f  E n g ­
la n d  .......................... £200

L o u d o n  and C ounty 
B an king C o., L d . . .

D on a tion  from  the B o ­
rough o f  H am pstead 

M eters. Italli B ro th ers ..
M essrs. C assell and C o.,

L d .......................................
In d o-E u rop ean  T e le ­

graph C o., L d . . ,  . .
M esst » .T row er and  Sons 
M essrs. C .T en n «n t, Sous, 

a n d  C o..............................  10 10 0

45
20

10 10 0

10 10 0 
10 10 0

Messrs. P cb cn h sm  and
F ree body . .  . .

T h e  Z-el& ud Steam ship 
C o .(R o ja I D utch  Mail) 

Medan, Currey, H ol­
land, and  Currey . .  

Metwra. A lla tta i Pros..* 
P . P. ICodocatiaihi, ► sq. 
Jam es T . C hance, Esq. 
Messrs. Blades, East, 

und B lades +. . .
Mias B e l l ..........................Messrs. J. R. Jeffrey 

and C o ..............................

£10 10 0 
10 0 0

f  0
5 0 
b 0
6 0

5 0 
0 0

A berd een  —
W . M itchell, E sq. . .

C am i'beltow u —
P. M acktuoon , Esq. . .

C hert sey—
J . A . Tulk, E sq. . .

E d in bu rgh —
M essrs. W . M e Ewan 

and Co. . .  . .
G u ishorough—

J . T . W harton, E s q .. .
H e re fo rd —

C barlcs  G. M artin . .
L in co ln —

M ersrs. C laytoa and 
Shuttlewt.rth . .  

B ig h t Rev. th e  B e b o p  
o f  L incoln . .  . .

Messrs. Sm ith,E llison, 
a n d  Co. . . . .

R ev. W . B prsnger 
W h ite ...........................

L iverp oo l—
Messrs. W . J oh n ston

and  C o.. Ld................
M essrs. A lfred  B oo th  

and  Co. . .  . .
M rs. C carles T urner 
J . R. Sm ith, Esq.,

J .P ..  0 .0 .....................
M essrs D avid Sassoon  

and  Co. . . . .
W illia m  Carter, E sq.,

M .D ................................
M essrs. R obert A le x ­

ander and C o. . .

C O U N T R Y  L IS T .
Messrs. Sm ith, Edwards, 

and Co. . .  . .
B e n ts  Brewery C o.,

L d ...................................
M rs. W . F"W l*r . .  
Messrs. A ndrew , B ell, 

and C o. . .  . .
A  Friend . .  . .
R ob ert  G ladstone,

E sq .. J .P ......................
Messrs. W right, Cross-

ley, and C o ..................
W . IJ. H an ley , E s q .. .  
Messrs. M uir, D uck­

worth, and  C o. . .
Messrs. Jam es M<>m  

and Co. ..  . .
Messrs. Btcssig,Braun, 

aud C ". . .  . .
Mrs. H olt . .  . .

M incbiutm m pton—
M rs. Frith  *. , ,

R u tb lu —
I M rs. Ow> n . .  . .

0 0 i S underland—
I C . M. W rbater, E s q .. . 

0 C T h e  E cho . .  . .
0 0 Sw ansea—

i K. H. O akden, Eeq. . .  
5 0 Tunbridge W ells— 

T hom as S cott, K*i

£ 5  CO 

5 0 0

5 0 0

10 10 0 
5 0 0  

5 5 0

10 10 0 

5 0 0 

5 0 0  

5 0 OÍ

10

10
10

5 0 0

£ 5  0 0

0 0 
0 0

0 0 
0 0

5 0 0

0 0 
0 0

6 0 0 
5 0 0

0 0 
0 0

5 5 0 

5 0 0

5 0 0

H . C olliB ren ton 
Esq . .  

W akefield—
J . Row ley, Esq.

!*Q.
ollinr,

5 0 0 

5 0 0

1C 10 0
5 0 0

6 0 0 
6 0 0  
5 0 0 

5 0 0

A s  the jub ilee year w ill shortly co m e  to  a close  further d on ation s  
w ill t e  thankfully received anil acknow ledged.

C heques in a id  o f  th e  Fund (crossed L on d on  and W estm in ster 
B an k ) may be sent to  Sir Jam es W hitehead, B-»rt., o r  to  F. lv  Haines, 
E sq ., C .B ., General Boat < »like, who will b* happy to  receive them  on  
b eh a lf o f  the prom oters o f  the Fund. T he Bank o f  England ; Messrs. 
C o x  and C o., Chariug-cross ; S ir C. K. M cG regor, Hart., and  C "., 
C harle*«treat, 8 .W . ; Messrs. C ou tts  and  C o ., Strand ; Messrs. C. 
H oa re  and C o., F le e t -s tre e t ; M e-srs.C ox, H iddnlph. and O .,0 h a r in g -  
croas ; Met-nr*. D im sdale, C ornh ill ' the L m d o n  ai d  W estm inster 
B an k , tho C ity Ha* k. the N ational P rov incia l Bank o f  E ngland, tho 
U n io n  Bank, a n d  the C onsolidated  Bank, have a lso kindly o ffered  to 
receive  <lon»Li«>tM.

M d

THE ROWLAND HILL 
MEMORIAL AND BENEVOLENT FUND,

FOR THE RELIEF AND ASSISTANCE OF

1

Post Office servanjs^ id t h e ir W idows & Children.

tJ tf'fa vop f o f  y o u r  attendanceThe Trustees „ ,w w „ _
at the E lb u T H  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  to be held at 
the Egypa>.\nrH all,\fiansion H ouse, on Tuesday, 
N o v e m b e r  n t h , i8<jo, at y .y o  p .m ., when a report 
o f  the proceedings o f  the Trustees and o f  the 
E xecu tive  C om m ittee o f  the (Penny (Postage 
Jubilee Celebration w ill be subm itted.

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor v i li  Preside.

T BENEVOLENT
E E N . 
s Trustee*;

HE ROWLAND HILL
F U N D .

P a t r o n -H e r  M A J E S T Y  T he Q U E E N .
Bpeeial effort to  Increase the investm ents o f  the Trustees.
T h e  R O W L A N D  H I L L  M E M O R IA L  and B E N E V O L E N T  F U N D  

bos fo r  Its ob je c t  the re lie f o f  P ost Office servants throughout the 
U nited  K in gdom  w ho, th rou gh  no fa u lt  o f  their ow n, have fa llen  in to  
necessitous circum stances. 11 also—and chiefly—affords assistance to  
their widow s and  orphans, for  whom  no provision is m ade under tho 
Superannuation A ct. I t  Is m anaged by trustees—well-known gentle­
m en or high standing and repute in  th e  C ity  o f  L on don —to  whose 
benevolent e fforts  on  beh a lf o f  the departm en t the fun d  owes its 
origin.

T here are certainty 50,000, and. cou ntin g tbo*e  em ployed during 
o i l y  a  portion  o f  th rir  tim e, probably 100,000, servants o f  the Post 
Office. In  com parison with the numlver o f  cases needing relief, which 
m ay arise, the incom e a t  th e  d ispoia l o f the Trustees o f  the Fund is 
wholly inadequate.

I t  is thought th a t the jubilee year o f  the adoption  o f  uniform  
inland peuny postage a ffords  a favourable op p ortu n ity  o f  appealing

* * public ‘fo r  support to a public alw ays so generous and  considerate towards 
servants o f  th e  P oet Office,

I t  is sought to  secure to  the trustees a perm anent Incom e o f  not 
le is th a n  £1,000 a year, the equivalent o f  an investm ent o f  £30,000, 
raised os  fo llow s A lread y  invested, £17,000; estim ated probable 
result o f  recent efforts, £10,000 ; rem aining to  be raised, £ 3 ,COG— 
tota l, £30,000.

E xtract o f  a latter from  the Baroness B urdett-C outts, W m . Lidder- 
dale. E sq., s o d  Sir Jam es W hitehead, B art., D .L ., dated  20th J u n e  ; 
1890

“  W e think that, having regard to  tho benefits w hich have accrued 
to  the public from  thn adoption  o f  penny postage, and to  the fa ith fu l 
services rendered by the srrvants o f  the Poet Office, an e ffort m ight 
properly be m ade, during th is  th e  Jubilee year, so raise the in v esu d  
property  o f  that fu n d  from  £17,(SCO, its present am ount, to  such 
h igher am ou nt as the liberality o f  the publio Will allow.*’
President o f  the South K ensington  C onversazione in aid o f  the 

F u n d —H is R oy a l H ighness the D U K E  o f  E D IN B U R G H , K.G.
▼ 1C E -P R E S 1D K N T S

T h e R igh t H ob . H enry Cecil Bailees, M .P ., H er M ajesty's Postm aster­
General.

T h e  M ost H on . the M arquis o f  Salisbury, K .G . .  ( J /J
T he R ight H on . W . H . Sm ith. M .P . » d T T
T h e  JRiffbt H on . G. J . G osehen, M .P,

A n d  th e  fo llow in g  ea-Postm asters-G eneral :
H is  G race th e  D u k e  o f  A rgy ll, 

K .G .. K .T .
H is  G la ce  the D ak e o f  R utland ,

G .C .B .
T he R ight H on. L ord  E m ly 
T he R ight H on. th e  M ai quia o f

H artfngton, M .P . 
The R igh t H

Lefevre, M .P, 
“  l i g h t  Hi 

K .C .B ., M .P.

on. G . J . Shaw-

The R ight H on  Sir L yon  P layfair,

A lso
H is  G race the D ake o f  A b e rco m ,

C .B .
H is Grace the D u ke o f  M arl­

borough
H it  G race the D uke o f  P ortlan d  
H is G race the D uke o f  W ellington

F IR S T  L IS T  o f  V IC E -P A T R O N S . 
T he R ight H on . the E arl o f  D erby. IL G .
T he R igh t R ev. th e  B ish op  o f  L ondon  
’I he L ord  Tw eedm euth

T he M arquis o f  R ipon , K.G.
The M arquis o f  B resdalbane 
The Perl o f  A sh b u rn h a o  
The Earl o f  B radford  
T he E arl o f  C larendon 
The E arl o f  D erby. K .G.
The Earl o f  G ainsborough 
T he Earl Grey, K .G .
T he East o f  Jersey 
The E arl Spencer, K .G .
The Earl Btanhope 
The E arl o f  S trafford  
The Karl W aldegrave 
T he E arl o f  W lnchllsea and N ot- 

tl ogham
Sir Jam es W hitehead. B v r t .D .L  
Sir A rth u r B lackw ood , K .C .B . 
Pearson H ill, Ksq.

T h e  V iscou n t W ly m o u tb  
T he V ery Her. the D ea n  o f  P eterborough  
L ord  A lfred  C hurchill
T he Lady Lyveden 
L ady B roke-M iddieton  
T he H on . Mr. Feliow es 

E dw . A n d erton , Esq.
U sher Bach, Esq.
R evd . W m. Baker, B .D .
W . M. B ell, Esq.
A lb ert  Banister, T
W m . B otlev, E sq., 1 
Mrs. A . C. Bryant

A . R E .

G eo. Burt, Esq.
Dr. A lb e rt  J . Bernsya 
T h os . B . C sliard. Esq.
A m os Cave, Eeq., F .K .Q .3 .
.v aml. Cawston, Ksq.
Jam es C hsdburn, Esq.
A lexr. Christie, Esq.
M rs. R ichard  Coekerton 
J o h n  CoHett, Eeq.
Messrs. C os and Co.
J . M arkham  D ean, Eeq.
Miss T yrw hltt D rake 
T hom ae Drew. Esq.
M rs. Fran ess E. D rew  
Eustace K rltbach, lU q.
Miss Few
Freeland Fllliter, Eeq.
S am uel French, Esq.
A lexr. Fraser, Esq.

P relim inary L ist o f  D onations. 
H er M ost Gracious M ajesty The Queen

H enry Grey, Esa.
H enry H arben, Esq.
W m . H arrison, S sq ., J .P .
Messrs. H urst and Son 

, D on ald  W . O. H ood . Eeq., M .D .
1 Mrs. T h om pcon  J a ct son 

C olon el K ingston 
T . Hay ter Ijewie, F.eq.
Sir C. R . M cG regor,B art.,and  Co. 
T h e  M ayor o f  A ndover 
T he M ayor o f  Eastbourne 
The M ayor o f  O xford  
T he M ayor o f  S tratford -oo-A von  
T he Rev. M other o f  H om erton  

C onvent
S. H ope M orley, Esq.
Messrs. P eterson , L a icg , and 

Bruce
Mise R idley
Mrs. Edw ard Sm ith
G. M ence Sm ith, Eeq.
Mrs. H , A . Sm ith 
Mrs. C. Southgate 
Philip  F. W alker, E sq.
*red . A . W hite, Esq.

T he L ord  R othschild . .  £100 
T he Philatelic S o c ie ty .. 60 
M Berkeley H.U, E sq„

M . D. . . . .  •.
M essrs. De L i  R u e and

C o. ..........................
T he W hitecross Co .L d ., 

W arrington . .  . .
T he Misses D avenport

H ill ..........................
C. P arsons, Esq., D or- 

ch atter (collected by) 
A lexa n d er Fraser, Eeq.
J . M . L loyd , E sq.

0 0 
0 0

5 6 0

200 0 0
5 0 0

2 2 «

The Earl W aldegrave . .  
E. H. Carbutt, Ksq. . .  
Messrs. Brawn, Shipley,

and C o . ..........................
R . R aw lin soo, E sq. . .
W in. List, E sq..................D M ...........................
A ugustus A . Stenger,

J . Thew iis Johnson, 
Esq ., M anchester . .  

Mrs. A . C. Bryant . .  
Mies A n n  F. F ow ler . .  
Messrs. O ox a n d  Go. . .

£25 
. £ 1  

1

25 
3 
2 
1

5 5 0

C heques In aid o f  the fund (crofted  L ondon  a n d  W estm inster Bank) 
m ay be sent So Sir Jam es W hitehead, Bart., D .L ., or  to  F. E. Balnea,
E sq., C .B  , General P oet Office, who will be  happy to  receive them  on 
beh a lf o f  the prom oters o f  th e  fund. Messrs. C ox  aud  Co., o f  C la rin e - 
croes, s e d  S ir C. R . M cG regor, Bart., and C o ., o f  Charle*-street,S .W .,

have kindly o ffered  to  receive subsç ra tion s.

________ . i a t c u t a  o . /  E o  T C íS-Q., U .H .t > C o -T -  O -f

p o . - z X v .c p ~ ,  C * - o f  t - t a

......................I l i iU p .........O  -» .....................................................
o ^ t  t/ L c . iC a -ß -ß -,

« ) C o M .. > ' d / > & o ^ t J L
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JUB1LKK of UNIFORM PKNNY POSTAGE 
HOW LAN D H IL L  Ml M O IflA l. and BENEVOLENT FUND, 

l ’a 'roii—Her M AJESTY The i.»UREN.
8p« cUI effort ui iiicr use the Investments t*f the Trustees.
K.\tract front a letter from tte  Buroiiuas llurdctt-Cnnt's, William 

LiddcrJalc, r sq., and Sir Jam s Whitehead, Bart., datrd November, 
1890 :—

“  We think that, having regard to tho bcm-Gts whMi have accrued 
to the public from the udopliun of p* uny postage, and to the luiihlul 
service» rendered by V  c  servants o f  the Post Office, an effort might 
properly be made during thU it»-e Jubile ) year to  ruise ih* invested 
iiiojjerty of that Fund from £17,(X)0, in  pie»*nt amount, to such 
higher amount as tin* Id e a lity  o f the cuhlic will a llow /'

SECOND J.IST o f DONATION*.
Tho Jubilee CcU-hratmn Committee desire gratefully to ACKNOW ­

LEDGE the literal CON TRIBU TION S which have been made to 
this Fund. Amou nt the priucip d dunatiuna received since tlio 22d 
November last are the follow ng -  /  _ f f V ,

LONDON LIST. C t l . / j t / .  f W  
The Bank o f E n g -___  _ _ ; Messrs. Pcbcnham and

lard ........................£203 0 0 F'reebody .. £10 10 0
London and County The Z elami Steamship

Banking Co., Ld. .. E2 1C 0 Co.(Royal Dutch Mail) 10 0 0
Donation from th- Bo- Me-sr.-». Currey, Hoi-

roii^Li -.f llanii.fteud 45 0 0 la* <1, andCur’rsy .. 5 5 0
Mcesrs. Ualii Brothers.. 20 0 C Menerà. A lbum i itros... 5 5 (i
Messrs. C abell and Co., P. P. Uolocaiiai hi, » sq. 5 i> 0

La!................................... 10 10 0 James T. Chance, F.sq. b 5 0
Indo-Eu rrqean Tele- Messrs. Blades, East,

CrapJi Co., Ij<1............... 10 10 0 and Blades .. .. s 5 0
Merisi a. Ti ower and Sons 10 10 0 Miss B e l l ........................ 5 0 0
Messrs. i'T enn*nt, Sods, Messrs. J. R. J affray

and Co........................... 10 10 0 ami Co. . .  . .  . . 5 0 0
C O U N TRY LIST,

Aberdeen — Mcs-irs. Smith, Edward?:,
W, Mili.ht'll, Esq. . .

ooLO•H and Co. ..  .. 0 0
Camt'beitown— Bent'8 Brewery Co.,

P. Ma ki on on. Esq. , , 5 0 0 I d ................................ 5 0 0
Chert sey— Mrs. W. F-'wler .. 5 0 0

J. A To Ik, Esq. . . 5 0 0 Merits. Andrew, Bell,
Eilinburgh— mid Co. .. 5 0 0

Messrs. W. McEwan A Friend . .. C 0 0
ami Co. ..  . , 10 10 0 Robert Gladstone,

Guishorough— Esq.. J .P . . .  .. 5 0 0
J. T. Wharton, Esq.. . 5 0 0 Mevsrs. Wright, Cross-

Heretord— ley, and Co................. 5 0 0
Charles G. Martin .. 5 5 0 W . P. Hartley, Esq .. 5 0 0

Lincoln— Meagre. Muir, Duck-
Mevsfs. ClaytOT and worth, and Co. .. 5 0 0

Sluittlewnrih 10 10 0 Messrs. James Moss
Bij;ht lie*, the B shop and Co. . .. 5 0 0

ui Lincoln .. .. 5 0 0 Messrs. Blcssig,Braun,
Messrs. Smith,Ellison, Slid C*|. . .  .. 5 0 0

and Co. .. .. 5 0 0 Mrs. Holt . .  .. 5 0 0
Rev. w . Spranger M inch i nb;t m jton —

\S hite ........................ 5 0 0 Mrs. Frith . .  . . 5 0 0
Liver] tool Ruthin —

Messrs. W. Johnston Mr.-. Ow. u . .  . . 5 0 0
ami Co., Ld............... 10 0 0 Sunderland—

M«•!*$rs. A fre-'l Booth c ,  M. Webster, E sq... 1C 10 0
and Co. .. .. 10 0 C The Echo . .  .. 5 0 0

Mrs. Charles Turner 10 0 0 Swansea—
' K. H. Oakdrn, Eeq„ . .  

5 5 0 Tunbridge Wells -
Thomas Sc*»tt, E>q. . .  
Bren ton H. Collin«, 

Esq .. , .  ,,
Wakefield—

J. Hawley, Esq. . .

5 0 t 

0 0 !

0 0 

0 0

5 0 0

5 0 0 

5 0 0

J. lb Smith, Esq.,
J .F .. C C ...................

Messrs.David Sassoon 
and Co, .. . .

William Carter, Esq.,
M D ............................

Messrs, Robert Alex- 
and. rand Co. . .

As the jubilee year uill shortly come to a close further donations 
will !e  thankfully received and acknowledged.

Cheques in »id o f  the Fund (crossed London and Westminster 
Bank) may be sent to  Sir James Whiteh-ad, It irt., or to F. K. Haines, 
Esq., C.B., Central I’w t  (iffne, who will l>* happy to receive them ou 
behalf of the pmumters o f the Fund. The lliuik o f England ; Messrs. 
Cox and Co., Chari iig-cro*s ; Sir C. It. McGregor, Hart., and C**., 
Charles street, S.W. ; Meson. Coutts and On.. Strand : Mcrsrs. C. 
Hoare aod Cu,, F leet-street; Me-srs.Cos, Hiddulph. and C"..Charing- 
cross; Me-src Dimulale, C ornh ill; the London a id  Westcniuster 
Rank, the City hu» k, the N;if nmol Provincial Bank o f England, the 
Union Bank, and the Consolidated Hunk, have also kindly ottered to 
receive donations.

THE ROWLAND HILL 
MEMORIAL AND BENEVOLENT FUND,

FOR TH E RELIEF AND ASSISTANCE OF

Post Office servants' ^  their W idows & Children.
'Y

y  *

The Trustees beg ulft fa v o u r  o f  y o u r  attendance 
at the E hmtli A nnual M eeting to he held at 
the E gyvst\ii^H a ll,\fia n sion  H ouse, on Tuesday, 
JPovembkr n t h , iScjo, at j .j o  p .m ., when a report 
o f  the proceedings o f  the Trustees and o f  the 
E xecu tive Com m ittee o f  the (Penny (Postage 
Jubilee Celebration w ill be subm itted.

T HE HOWLAND HILL BENEVOLENT
FU N D . T  Y Oft

Patron—Her MAJKHTY Tbo QUEEN. /  / / * >
Special effort t<> increase the investment« of the Trustees.
The R OW LAN D H ILL M E M O RIA L and BENEVOLENT FU N D 

has for its object the relief o f Post Office servants throughout tbo 
United Kingdom who, through ao fault o f their own, have fallen» into 
necessitous circumstances. Jt also—and chiefly—affords assistance to 
their widows and orphans, for whom no provision is made under tho 
Superannuation Act. It La managed by trustees—well-known gentle­
men or high standing and repute in the City o f L on 4 on -to  whose 
benevolent efforts on behalf o f  the department the fund owes its 
origin.

There arc certainly SC.000, and. counting tho«p employed during 
only a portion of their time, probably 100.000, servants of the Fust 
Office. In comparison with the number o f cases needing relief, which 
may arise, the income at aha d is penal of the Trustees o f the Fund is 
wholly inadequate.

It la thought that the jubilee year o f  the adoption of uniform 
inland penny postage affords a favourable opportunity o f  appealing 
tor support to a public always ao generous and considerate towards 
servants of the Post Office.

It is sought to secure to the trustees a permanent income o f not 
less'than £1,000 a year, the equivalent o f  an investment o f £30.000, 
ra sed as follows : —Already invested, £17,000 ; estimated probable 
result o f recent efforts, £10.000 ; remaining to be raised, £3,COO— 
Ural, £30,000.

Extract of a letter from the Baroness Burdett*Coutts, Wno. Lidder* 
dale. Esq., and Sir James Whitehead, Bart., D.L., dated 30th Juue ; 
1890

•' W e think that, having regard to tho Irtnefita which have accrued 
to the public from the adoption of jenny postage, and to the faithful 
services rendered by the servants o f the Post Office, an effort might 
properly be made, during this the jubilee year, to raise the in Vested 
property o f  that fund from £17,0C0, its present amount, to such 
higher amount as the liberality o f  the public will allow.”
President of the South Kensington Conversazione in aid o f  tho 

Fund—His Royal Highnesa-tiie D U K E of EDIN BU RGH , K.G.
V IC E -P K  E SI D h 'N TS.

The Bight Hon. Henry Cecil Karkea, M.P., Her Majesty's Postmaster­
General.

The Most Hon. the Marquis o f Salisbury, K.G. „ C l{2
The Right Hon. W . H. Smith’. M. P. > # 7
The Right Hun. G. J. Gosebeo, M.P.

And the following ei-Postmasters-Genera)
The Marquis of Ripon, K.G.
The Marquis of Breadalbau«
The Earl of Ashburnham 
The Earl of Bradford 
The Earl of Clarendon 
'I ha Earl of Derby, K.G.
The Earl of Gainsborough 
The Earl Grey, K.G.
The Kail o f  Jersey 
The Earl Spencer, K.G.
The Earl Stanhope 
The Earl of Stratford 
The Kurl Waldegrave 
The Earl of Wlnchilse* and N ot­

tingham
Sir James Whitehead, B\rt.,D.L. 
Sir Arthur Blackwood, K.C.B. 
Pearson Hill, Ksq.

His Grace the Duke o f Argyll,
K.G., K.T.

H isG hacethe D ik e  o f Rutland,
U.C.B.

The Right Hon. Lord Kmly 
The Right Hon. the Marquis of 

Hartingt^n, M.P.
The Right Hon, G. J . Shaw- 

Lefevre. M.P.
The Right Hon.Sir Lyon Playfair,

K .C.B., M.P.
Also

His Grace the Duke of Abercorn,
C.B.

His Grace the Duke o f Marl­
borough

Ilik «.race the Duke o f Portland 
His Graee the Duke of Wellington

F IR ST  L IST  o f VICE-PATRONS. 
The Right Hon, the Earl of Derby, K.G.
The Right Rev. the Bishop o f Londou
‘l he Js>rd Tweedmeuth
The Viscount W iym outb
The Very Bev. the Dean o f Peterborough
Lord Alfred Churchill
The Lady Lyveden
Lady Broke Middleton
The lion . Mr. Fellow«»

Edw. Andcrton, Esq.
Usher Bach, Ksq.
Revd. Win. Baker, B.D.
W. M. Bell, Esq.
Albert Banister, Esq.
Win. Botley, Esq,, K .A .8.E .
Mrs. A. C. Bryant 
Geo. Burt, Esq.
Dr. A lbert J. Bernays 
Thos. B. CsFard, Ksq.
Amos Cave, Esq., F R.G 9.
Mu»l. Cawston, Esq.
Jaiues Chad turn, Ksq.
Alexx. Christie, Esq.
Mrs. Richard Cockertoa 
John CoHett, Esq.
Messrs. Cox sod Co.
J. Markham Dean, Esq.
Miss Tyrwbitt Drake 
Thomas Drew, Esq.
Mrs. Frances E. Drew 
Eustace Krlebach, Kaq.
Miss Few
Freeland FUliter, Esq.
Samuel French, Ksq.
Alexx. Fraser, Esq.

Preliminary List o f Donations.
Her Mott Gracious Majesty The Queen........................£25

Ilenry Grey. Esq.
Henry Harben, Esq.
Wm. Harrison. Ksq , J .P .
Messrs. Hurst and Son 
Donald W. O. Hood, Esq., M.D. 
Mrs. Thompson Jackson 
Colonel Kingston 
T. Hayfter l*ewis, Ksq.
Sir C. R. McGregor,Bart.,and Co. 
The Mayor o f Andover 
The Mayor o f Eastbourne 
The Mayor o f Oxford 
The Mayor o f  Stratford on-Avon 
The Rev. Mother o f Homerton 

Coovent
S. Hope Morley, Esq.
Messrs. Paterson, La mg, and 

Bruce
M iss Ridley
Mrs. Edward Smith
G, Mence South, Esq.
Mrs. II. A. Smith 
Mrs. C. Southgate 
Philip F. Walker, Ksq.
Fred. A . White, Esq.

The Lord Rothschild .. £100 0 0 The Earl Waldeg rare .. £1 0 0
The Philatelic Society.. 50 0 0 E. H. Carbutt, Esq. .. 1 1 0
M Berkeley FLU, E»iq., Meosis. Broun. Bkipley.

M l» ............................... 5 5 0 •od V o . ........................ 25 0 0
Messrs. 1J, L » Kue mtl R. Rswünaoß, Esq. . . 3 3 0

Co. ........................ 20Ü 0 0 V' Ul. List, Esq................. 2 2 0
The Whitecross Co .Ld., D M ........................ 1 0 Ü

Warrington ..  .. 5 0 0 Augustus A. Stenger,
Thu Misses Davenport Ksq................................. 5 5 0

Hill ........................ 2 2 i J. Thewlis Johnson,
C. Parsons, Esq., D o r Esq., Mam bester .. 5 5 0

cluster (collected by) 13 0 0 Mr?. A. C. Bryaul . .  
Miss Aon F. Fowter ..

2 2 0
Alexander Fraser, Esq, 5 5 0 2 0 U
J . M. Lloyd, Ksq. . . 1 l 0 Messrs. Cox and Co. .. 60 0 0

Cheques in aid o f the fond (ernsred London and Westminster Bank) 
may be sent to 8 ir Jamas Whitehead, Bart., U L ,  or to F. E. Baines, 
Esq., C.B., General Post Office, who will b t happy to receive them on 
behalf o f the promoters of the fund. Messrs. Cox and Co , o f  Chariog- 
ctoms.  sad Kir C. R. McGregor, Bart., and Co., o f Charleaatreet.S.W., 

have kindly offered to receive subscriptions._________ ____

The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor w ill Preside.

m
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MR. R A IKES AND THE POST OFFIC.
i /  / / - f t r .

rial stc
W x

The memorial stone of the now General Post Oflice 
North, which is to be erected on an extensive site 
between Angel-street and St. Martin’B-le-Grand, was 
laid yesterday by Mr. K aikes, M .P ., the Postmaster­
General. Among those present were Sir S. A. B lack­
wood, C.B. (the secretary), Mr. A. Tnrnor, C.B. (the 
financial secretary), Mr. H, Joyce, C .B ., Mr. J. S. 
P urcell, C.B. (Inland Kevenue), Sir. F. E. Baines,
C.B., Mr. E. H. Kea, Mr. J. C. Lamb, Mr. W. H. 
P reece, Mr. R. Hunter, Mr. Percy James, Mr. Pear­
son H ill, Mr. O. W. Smyth, and Mr. H. Tanner 
(architect and surveyor to her M ajesty’ . Office of 
W orks). A  detachment o f the 24th Middlesex (Post 
Office) Rifles, under the command o f CaptaiD Holland, 
formed a guard of honour.

A jar containing a 6et o f the postage-stamps, post­
cards, A c ., o f the United Kingdom, the Jubilee post­
card and envelope, a copy  of the Postmaster-General's 
last report, and the principal newspapers was placed 
in a cavity beneath the stone, which bote the fo llow ­
ing inscription “  This stone was laid by the Right 
Hon. Henry C ecil R aikes, M .P ., her M ajesty’ s Post­
master-General, on the 20th o f November, 1800, the 
Jubilee Year o f Uniform  Penny Postage.”  The stone 
having been laid with the customary ceremonial,

Mr. Raikes observed that the interesting occasion 
which had brought them together was very suitably 
commemorated by tbo inscription on the memorial 
stone. In .that inscription reference was fitly made to 
the fact that the great work of erecting the new Post 
Office was thus auFpiciously begun in the year o f the 
jubilee of the penny postage, that great discovery 
which had revolutionized the communications of the 
United Kingdom and the British Empire, and of the 
whole c iv ilized  world, and which had conferred, 
perhaps, greater blessings on the human race than 
any other institution—at least o f modem times. 
(Cheers.) Having referred with satisfaction to tbo 
presence and to the long and distinguished service in 
the Post Office of Mr, Pearson H ill, son o f the great 
Sir Rowland H ill , the right hou. gentleman congratu­
lated the department on the honours which her Majesty 
had graciously conferred on some o f its eminent 
officers, to signalize the 50th anniversary of the penny '

riost. He thought they might further justly congratu- > 
ate themselves on tho fact that the jubileo year 
of the penny postage had also been the first year 

of the establishment o f what he trusted would 
very soon be a universal postage rate between 
the United Kingdom and her great colonics and 
dependencies. (Cheers.) When the late Mr. Ayr­
ton, 20 years ago, la id the memorial stone of the 
General Post Office West, it was supposed that this 
building would suffice for a very long time—for a 
century, perhaps—to meet the growing requirements o f 
the service, but it had already become almost obsolete 
in its entire insufficiency to cope with the work w h if; 
had to be transacted. He knowthat the British publi' 
had a special attachment to figures as illustrative of 
progress, and therefore he had provided himself with 
a few  statistics, which he thought could not fail to 
impress them. In 180!> the number of postal packets, 
including letters and all other articles transmitted 
through the Post Office, was 5)40,000,000, or 30 per 
head o f the population, while in 1889 the total 
number of packets posted was 2.511.000,000, or 66 j®r 
head o f the population. In 1871 the number of te le ­
grams was nearly 10,000,000, while in 1889 the 
number had increased to  02,500,000, the telegrams in 
the United Kingdom in these 18 years having in­
creased by between 500 and 600 per cent. In 18C9 the 
amount o f money orders despatched represented 
£19,500,000, while in 1889 the amount was 
£42,000,000. With reference to the savings bank 
deposits, they had risen between 1869 and 1889 from 
£13,500,000 to £63,000,000. The gross receipts of 
the Department from all sources fe ll short of 
£5,000,000 in 1869, whereas in 1889 they had 
exceeded £12,000,000. He did not suppose that 
aDy other institution which had over existed could 
point to such a record o f progress in every branch. 
(Cheers.) Having referred to the changes in the 
General Post Oflice West which had been caused by 
tho Government’ s acquisition of the telegraphs, and 
to the enormous increase in the staff o f the Depart­
ment since this building was designed, the right hon. 
gentleman observed that the new structure which 
came to meet their obvious necessities was to be 
called the General Post Office North, which would 
cover a site one acre 821 square yards in extent. He 
was glad to be able to compliment Mr. Tanner for 
having designed a structure which would group very 
harmoniously with the General Post Office West. 
He was satisfied that when the new building 
raised its head in the City of London it would 
be considered worthy of its position, even in a 
City which jierhaps contained a greater number of 
really  beautiful buildings than any city  iu Europe. 
(Cheers.) The General Post Office North was not in­
tended to accommodate the whole o f the persons now 
in the General Post Office West, but several of the 
offices at present in that building would be accommo­
dated hereafter in the new structure, where no fewer 
than 1,550 persons would be engagrd. He feared that 
ho had already detained them too long ( “  No, no ” ), 
but in tho present day everything concerning the Post 
Oflice was read with interest, not only in London or 
in the United Kingdom, but also in even our remotest 
colonies and dependencies. It was usually the custom 
with every one when a letter was detained or a 
parcel had gone astray to enlist in the discussion of 
his wrongs half the Press of the United Kingdom 
(laughter), and therefore it was w ell, when fitting 
opportunity served, to remind the public—and he 
hoped he hail done so with proper modesty—of the 
enormous work which the Post Office did nnd of the 
continually increasing responsibilities and cares of 
those who were in charge of it, to whose services he 
warmly testified. After expressing great regret at the 
absence of so many o f those who witnessed the laying 
o f the foundation stone o f the General Post Office 
West only 20 years ago, the right hon. gentleman said 
he was happy to think that the Postmaster-General of 
that day, Lord Harrington, still lived and flourished. 
(Cheers.) Mr. W alker, the Postmaster of Birming­
ham, who attended the ceremony of 20 years ago, 
was present that day, and he hoped that that gentle­
man might be spared to see the day when bis (the 
speaker's) successor came to lay the memorial stone 
o f the General Post Office South, which ho had no 
doubt would be called for very early in tbo next 
century. (Cheers.)

At the invitation of Sir A. Blackwood three hearty 
cbenrs were given for Mr. Raikes, and the proceed­
ings then terminated.

THE ROWLAND FULL
t i r r . f o .  f u n d .

BENEVOLENT

M3
Tho eighth annual meeting in connexion with the 

Rowland H ill Memorial an'1 Benevolent Fund, for the 
re lie f and assistance of Post Office servants and their 
widows and children, was held yesterday at the 
Mansion-house, under the presidency of the Lord 
Mayor. In opening the meeting the chairman ex­
pressed great satisfaction that the first charitable 
meeting over which he had been called upon to 
preside at the Mansion-house was in aid of the 
Rowland H ill Benevolent Fund, which he felt quite 
persuaded was doing a most excellent work, and in 
which one o f his much respected predecessors, Alder­
man Sir James Whitehead, had shown such great 
interest. Sir Henry W. Peek moved tbo adoption of 
the trustees’ report, which he read. It stated that 
the year 1890, as being that in which hat! l een com­
memorated the jubilee of tho penny postage, would 
long he remembered as one of exceptional interest in 
the history of the fund, particularly ou ncAount o f 
the special efforts which were being made on its 
behalf by the Jubilee Celebration Committee. In­
eluding the balance of £928 brought forward, the 
receipts for tho past year had been £2,710. The 
grants had amounted to £1,051, and the investments 
had been increased by £610. He hoped they would 
agree with him that the report was very satisfactory. 
As one of the trustees he had attended the meetings 
during the year, and he could testify that the 
grants hail all been in respect o f deserving cases. Tho 
administration expenses were extremely small. From 
no part of the United Kingdom were they free from 
applications for assistance. The trustees had much 
pleasure iu announcing that tho Queen had con­
descended to become patron of the fund. Mr. Causton, 
M .B ., seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. Mr. F. E. Baines, C .B ., assistant secre­
tary, General 1’ ost Cilice, and chairman of the Execu­
tive Committee of the Uniform Benny Bostage 
Jubilee Celebration, then made a statement relative 
to the results attending the work of the committee. 
They had, ho sail!, I con greatly helped by the way 
iu which the Baroness Burdett-Coutts, Mr.Lidderdnle, 
and Alderman ¡Sir James Whitehead had put the ease 
before the public, who had supported them hand­
somely. Altogether the fund had benefited to the extent 
of £17,000, and he had much pleasure in asking the 
Lord ¡Mayor to accept en behalf o f the trustees of tho 
fund a cheque for £16.000 oil account. The committee 
would continue in office until tile end o f the jubilee 
year of the penny postage, and they hoped to receive 
still further subscriptions for the benefit o f the fund. 
Alderman Eir James Whitehead pro¡ ose<l the next 
resolution, acknowledging the liberal donations 
which had Leen received from the public, and express­
ing the hope that there would bo a still further 
augmentation of the resources of tho fund. The 
public were now, tho speaker observed, handsomely 
supporting tlie fund, which was intended for tho relief 
of distress among a class of puldic servants to whom 
they were all greatly indebted. The resolution was 
seconded by Mr. R. Gravalt, and was rnirted 
unanimously. On the motion of Mr. J. C. Lamb, 
seconded by Mr. J. J. Cardin, tho trustees were 
thanked for tin ir services in the past year. Sir Arthur 
Blackwood afterwards proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Executive Committee of the Uniform Benny 
Bostngo Jubilee Celebration for their untiring and 
devoted efforts on behalf o f the fund. After acknow­
ledging 1bo deep gratitude of the Cost Office to the 
Corporation of London for tlieir cordial co-operation 
on behalf of the fund, he stated that the unparalleled 
success of the ennnrfazionr  at the Guildhall gave 
them a start which showed them that half their battle 
was wen. The labours of the committee had been 
really arduous, but they had the satisfaction of know­
ing that they had been the means of bringing comfort 
and consolation to many an aching and breaking 
heart, and that they had placed the fund not ouly or, 
an enlarged but on a firm amt permanent, basis, Mr.
D . R . Harvest seconded the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously. On the motion o f Mr. Harvest, 
seconded by Mr. H. llokoby Brice, a vote of thanks 
fo the chairman was passed, and the proceedings thru 
terminated.

| M  A
R ow lan d  Hd.i  B enh volbnt  F u n d .— T he Lord 

Mayor (Alderman and Colonel Davie®, M .P .) presided 
yesterday at the Mansion-house over the 15th annual, 
meeting of the Rowland Hill Memorial and Benevolent 
Bund, of which her Majesty is the patron. According 
to the report, which was adopted on the motion of Sir 
Henry Peek (one of the trustees of the fund), seconded 
by Mr. W. H. Collmgridge (also a trustee), the total 
■□cone of the fund during the year ended dun* 30, 
1897, amounted to £2,557. la  the same period grant® 
were made to needy Cost Office servants and their 
widows and families aggregating £1,973 in 373 cases, 
as compared with a total sum of £1,952 granted in 
1895-96 in 392 cases. Step® had been taken to faring 
the objects o f the fund more prominently before the 
Post Ufliae staff throughout the country, and the 
encouraging fact that the Post Office contributions 
during 1896-97 bad considerably increased was no doubt 
due to such action. The Duke of Norfolk (Postmaster­
General), in moving a vote of thanks to the trustees, 
said he knew how great a boon the fund had been to 
large Dumber® of Post Office employes. In a great army 
of workers such as they had in tho postal service it 
must often happen that caseB arose calling for sympathy 
and help, but which, for certain reasons, conld not bo 
given from official sources. It was in such cases that 
the Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund had been of so much 
value. Mr. Spencer Walpole seconded the motion, and 
in doing so said that in his official capacity, both as a 
member of the Tweedmouth Committee and as secretary 
to the Postmaster-General, he was afraid that at times 
he had to give advice to the Government which was not 
acceptable to  the staff. Therefore he regarded it as a 
great privilege to have the opportunity o f expressing 
publicly tho deep sympathy he felt with all the members 
of the department, and particularly with those who, 
from time to time, became disabled. The motion was 
carried, and the proceedings terminated with a vote of 
thanks to the Lord Mayor. Among those present, in 
addition to the speakers, were Sir Robert Hunter, 
Alderman Sir Stuart Knill, Mr. Lewin Hill, C .B ., Mr. 
Buxton Forman, C .B ., Mr. J J. Cardin, C.B. (Comp­
troller and Accountant-General to the Post Office), Mr.
H. C. Fischer, C .M .G ., Mr. J. C. Badcock (Controllei 
nf the London Postal Service). Mr. A . H. Wilson 
(medical Officer in chief to the Post Office), Mr. 
F. A . K. Layton, and Mr. J. Downes. n

ROWLAND HILL MEMORIAL FUND.
,7  „ + * £  — — ---------------  i q t

Tho annual mooting of tbn Rowland Hill Memorial 
and Benevolent Fuud—which seeks to relic,c Post Office 
servants who, tfcrougn no fault of their own, have 
fallen into necessitous circumstances—was held yea.er- 
tlay at tho Mausion-house, umicr tho presidency o f the 
Lord Mayor (Mr. Alderman Faudel-Phillips), one of tho 
trustees of the fund. Many of tho leadiug officials of 
the Post Office were present, including Mr. Spencer 
W alpole, the Secretary ; Mr. J. C. Lamb and 
Mr. Lewin H ill, Assistant Secretaries ; Sir Robert 
Hunter, Solicitor ; Mr: J . C. Badcock, Controller of 
the Loudon Postal Service ; Mr, Caidm, Receiver 
nnd Accountant-General ; Mr. H . C. Fischer, Con­
troller of the Central Telegraph Department ; Mr. 
Pearson Hill, Mr. J. Philips, Mr. J. Ardron, and Mr. 
F. R, Langton, private secretary to the Postmaster­
General.

The 14th annual report, which was taken as read, 
stated that the income o f the fund during the yi ar , 
ended June 30 last v.as 12,471 6s. 2d ., which included i 
£744 18s. Cd. contributed by servants of the Post ! 
Oflice. In tho course ot tho year grants amounting iu 
the aggregate to £1,952 had been made in 392 cases, 
nearly one-third of the persons assisted being subscribers 
tu the fund. The trustees noticed with satis.action that 
during the past year,as compared with the preceding year, 
tho amount of Post Office contributions had slightly 
increased, and they hoped that as the benefits which 
tho fund conferred tecame more widely known this in­
crease might at least be maintained.

The Loud Mayor, who was warmly greeted on rising, 
■aid it afforded him groat pleasure to take the chair for 
tho first time in the Mansiun-houso at such a meeting. 
He was able to bear testimony to tho admirable manuer 
in which the charity was conducted, audit had onefcature 
which should commend it to the public generally— 
namely, that those engaged in postal work so largely 
contributed to its funds. (Hear, hear.) ¡speaking from 
a large experience of associations of every kind, he 
observed that the weak point usually was that, those 
who received the benefit of charities did not support 
them as they might, aud loft too much to support from 
outside. That, at any rate, was not the cave here, for 
the Post Office servants, very much to their credit, 
supported their own charity thoroughly and well. 
(Hear, hear.) Tho income enabled the trustees to dis- 
peusc something like £5 3s. Cd. per head to relieve each 
applicant, but if the trustees had more money at their 
dnposal they could with great advantage dispense 
£6 3s. 6d. per head. The Post Office was a very 
admirablo institution, and he did not mean to say that 
it did not treat its employes lairly and liberally ; but 
it made no provision for certain of its servants who 
were beyond the radius of its operations—in other 
words, it relieved only those who devoted their whole 
time to the work of the Department. For instance, an 
assistant postman, who was engafceJ only Irom week to 
week, but who migut go on working from week to 
week for 20 years, not being on the regular 6taff, was 
not in care of necessity entitled to relie! from the Bust 

i Office. ¡Such men were left to the Rowland Hill Bund, 
and with a good deal ot juugment and care their 
necessities wero very much relieved. I hough he had not 
been able to take au active share in the management of 
tho fund, he felt deep interest in its work,aud would be 
only too glad to contribute lu any way lie couid to its 
continued usefulness. (1 c .r , hear.)

Mr. CAUSlliS, M .P ., in moving the adoption o f tho 1 
report and balance-sheet, offered in the Lord Mayor, on [ 
bolialf o f all associated with tho luud, hearty cougr&tu- 
lation on his acce-sionto office, and washed him a very 
pleasant and very useful year of office. (Hear, bear.) 
He tailed aticntion to tbadirtv condition o f the Howland 
Hill statue at the Loyal Exchange, and expressed tho 
hope that tue Corporation of Loudon, which did all its 
work so well, would consider whether it could not 
undertake the watchful cam of all the public memorials 
iu its midst. (Hear, hear.)

Kiu Hemiv  Peek  seconded the motion, and sai l the 
position of the fund redounded to the credit o f the 
servants o f the Post Office. ,

The motion wax adopted, and the thanks of the meet- 
mg were conveyed to the trustees of the fund for their 
services, Mr. J . J ox and Alt. G. Jetfeiy, respectively 
the mover and seconder of tlm latter proposal, giving 
several striking instances of the beneficent operation of 
.be fund,

Mr. Spencer WAl.rof.t:, in the absence of the I'o*t- 
naster-Gcneral, moved a vote of thauks to the Lord 
Mayor, and remarked that his Lordship had that day 
ollowed the excellent example of bis predecessors tii 
uaugiirating his year of oflice by presiding over a meet- 
ng of that tund, in which net he had done well. 
Hear, hear.) The fund discharged two objects. It 
telpcd them to commemorate the services ot a great 
nan, whose acrvici® required no eulogy, even it his 
<tatue required washing (laughter), and it ministered to 
die necessities of tha more untortuuatc of Lhu great 
truly of workers ia the Post Office.

Mr. H C. F ischer seconded ilie motion, which, on 
being carried, was brielly acknowledged by the Lord 
Ma\0R.
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fa

T h k  P h i l a t e l i c  S o c i e t y , Lo n d o n ,

E f f i n g h a m  h o u s e ,

A r u n d e l  St r e e t , S t r a n d , W .C .

( D v l ) t b i t i a l l «  (>' o u t m i H r c  :

E . I), Ba c o n . I Ma j o r  ICv a n s . T . W i c k h a m  J o n e s . I R. Pe a r c e ,
m . ] \  Ca s t i .e . | Do u g l a s  c. a r t i i . k . J. N a n k i v e l l . i J. A. T i l l e a r d .

D e a r  S i r .

The Philatelic Society, London, having been founded in 1X69, it has been decided to celebrate 
its Twenty-fifth Anniversary by holding an Exhibition of Postage Stamps.

The last two Exhibitions held by the Society were for the purpose of illustrating its publications, 
and, although most successful, were necessarily limited in their scope.

On the present occasion it is felt that as the object is one in which every member of the Society 
will take a lively interest, the field of the Exhibition should be enlarged so that a much greater number 
may participate in it. while the exhibits should be of a specially' interesting character.

It has consequently been decided that the Postage Stamps portion of the Exhibition shall consist 
of rare stamps only, of any country or countries. It is hoped that with the co-operation of the members 
generally, which is earnestly solicited, a display of stamps may be made which shall worthily illustrate 
the aims of philatelists and maintain the reputation of the Society.

You are invited to place at the disposal of the Exhibitions Committee a selection of your best 
stamps, and to send particulars of the Exhibit you can offer, on the form enclosed, to the undersigned, 
at Effingham House, Arundel Street, Strand, London, W.C. A reply at your car/iest convenience 
is desired, but the form should be returned not later than Wednesday the i.Xth April.

Exhibits from foreign members will be heartily welcomed.
The Exhibition will be held at the Society’s Rooms, and will be open from Tuesday the 8th May. 

to Thursday the lotli May next, inclusive, between the hours of 11 a.m. and 9 p.m. on each day.
Xo charge will be made for admission, and all members will be at liberty to attend. X011- 

members will be admitted 011 presentation of the visiting card of any member, endorsed with the name 
of the person in whose favour it has been given.

Attention is called to the annexed Rules and Regulations, and particularly to the precautions 
which will be taken to ensure the safety' of all Exhibits.

Please also note that, for the purposes of the Exhibition, the Society’s Rooms will be closed, so  
far as their ordinary use by members is concerned, from the 5th to the t ith May, inclusive.

O11 the evening of Monday, the 7th May, it is proposed to hold at the Rooms a Conversazione of 
members and their friends, when the Exhibits will be on view. Special cards of invitation will be issued 
for this evening, for which early application should be made to the Committee, addressed to the 
undersigned.

I am, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,

lath March. /&/ / .  M. P. CASTLE.

P.S. All communications should be marked “ Exhibitions Committee.”
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Rules and Regulations

1. T h e  stam ps to he exhibited  m ust he 
bona fid e  th e  property o f  m em bers o f  the 
Society.

2. T h e  E xh ib itio n s Com m ittee reserve the 
right o f  m a kin g  such a selection from th e 
exh ib its  offered as th e space at their disposal 
or other circum stances may render desirable.

3. A ll stam ps will be exhibited  under glass, 
and in locked  or sealed cases. A night w atch­
man w ill be em ployed, and every reasonable 
precaution taken  to ensure the safety o f 
exhibits, which will not he allow ed to he 
handled  excep t by the C om m ittee ; but no 
personal responsibility in case o f loss or 
dam age w ill be taken hv th e S o cie ty  or 
Com m ittee.

4. T h e  E xh ib ition s Com m ittee w ill arrange 
for an insurance against the risks o f  fir e  ami 
theft w h ile  the exh ib its are in the hands o f 
the S o ciety  by effecting a p o licy  or policies at 
L loyd 's to cover such risks. T h e  am ount of 
the value placed by the E xh ib ito r  upon his 
stamps, for the purpose o f such insurance, 
must be g iven  in sending particulars o f 
exhibits.

5. N o charge w ill be m ade for space, and 
E xh ib itors will not be asked to incur any 
expense in connection with the E xh ib ition

6. A ll stam ps m ust be delivered to th e 
E xhib ition s C om m ittee at the S ociety 's  Rooms, 
Effingham  H ouse, Arundel Street, Strand. W .C., 
free o f  expense, between th e hours o f  u  a.111. 
and 5 p.tn. on Friday the 4th May, or before 
12 noon on S atu rd ay th e  5th May.

7. A ll stam ps should be m ounted upon sheets 
or cards, and 011 one side only. T h e size o f  
these is left to th e discretion o f  E xh ib ito rs : 
ih e  m ost conven ien t sizes for cards w ill he 
10 inches, 12 inches, or 15 inches square.

•S. 11 ex h ib its  m ust be cleared between
to a.m . and 3 p.tn. on Friday, th e irth  M ay 
T h e C om m ittee w ill, i f  desired, return exh ib its 
to th eir owners at the risk o f  th e latter In­
R egistered Parcel P ost.
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Un* Society liy <*f|i ri inji u pnlii-y m polirti s ut 
l.loytl's lo  rnvur stiri] lisks, l lu umoiiut ni 
llu* vnliic p ia m i In llu* lyxhiliilm* upnn liis 
slumps. Ini* Hit* pntposr ni sin li iiisiirniu i*, 
musi In- yivin in siiuliltj» puri irulurs ni 
ux liiliil s.

5. \n rlimyji* svili In* limili* Ini spuri*, unii 
I*.slliliilnis svili uni In* nskrtl In itimi* tins 
expense in mutu i linn svilii tIn* Ivxlliliitinil

<>. \ 11 stumps must hi* ililivri i**l In t In*
I*. vii il ii I mu Sum in il Iri* ul llu* Sui iil v*. linoni'., 
I*, III 11 slmili I lotisu. Ammiri SI u r i . Si 1 mui, W.I ., 
Ini ni rxpm sr, lirlwrrti tin* limits o f  11 n.lll. 
imi ; ]i.m un Ciiilnv llu* 4II1 Mnv. nr ln*lm<* 
11 numi un Suliinlus Un* '¡Ili Mnv.

7, MI .1 timps slionM In* 111<<1111I< il tipun sliurls 
ni curii*., timi m i um* siili* uulv, l lu* si/.«* •>) 
Illesi* is Irli In llu* ilisrrrl imi ul Ivxlliliilols ; 
II11- musi culi veli irli! si/.rs lui rnritx svili In* 
in iurlìi*s, is* mrlirs, nr i1; inrlu-s sipinri*.

S. Il rxtliliits lutisi In* r|r,it«*i| lui svilii 
in n.lll, nini 4 p ili, un l'iuluv. llu* itili M iij 
'fili* Collimili«''* svili, il ilrsirril, il luni rxltiliils 
In Ili«*ir ovvnvrs ut thè risk o f  Un* killer In1 
Ucjrixlcrnl Cu.rrrl Cosi.





Wrappers for Newspapers and other Printed matter.

Regulations under which Sheets of paper for Wrappers for Newspapers, &c., 
are received at the Inland Revenue Office, Somerset House, London, to 
be impressed with Halfpenny or Penny Postage Stamps.

1— The Paper must be white, or the colour of the Official Wrapper and 
free from knots and irregularities, and must be neither folded nor creased.

2—  The size of the sheets must be that of Grown, Double Crown, Demy, 
Double Demy, or Double Royal.

3—  Crown paper can be impressed with 8 stamps; Demy with 6 or 8; 
Double Crown, Double Demy, and i .’ouble Royal Sheets with 8 ,12, or 16 stamps; 
no other numbers can be impressed upon the Sheets. The stamps can be im­
pressed only in the positions and at the distances apart indicated upon pattern 
sheets, which may be seen at the Head Offices at London, Edinburgh and Dublin, 
and at the Stamp Offices at Belfast, Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Glasgow, 
Hull, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, N ewcastle-on-Tyne, Nottingham, 
Portsmouth, Sheffield, Southampton. Wolverhampton, and York,

4— The Stamp will be impressed immediately above the place for the 
address, and near the right-hand edge of the Wrapper. To give space for the 
stamp, any printing upon the sheets should be kept fully 1£ inches clear of what 
is intended to be the right-hand edge of the Wrapper. A  fee of 2/- will be 
charged for Stamping when the value of the stamps does not amount to £10.

5—  Each lot sent in must be accompanied by a sheet marked, to show in 
accordance with which of the official ¡»attems it is desired that the Stamps 
should be placed. The outside of the parcel should be marked also with the 
name that appears upon the Warrant. A small addition for spoilage should be 
enclosed.

6— When the paper is brought to Somerset House for Stamping, a person 
must attend at the Accountant and Comptroller General’s Department (Room 26) 
to fill up the necessary ‘Warrant’ and to pay for the Stamps. Paper cannot 
be received for Stamping (Room 19) before this payment is made.

7—  Persons in the country should not send Wrappers to be Stamped through 
the Post or by carriers, but must employ an agent in London; with the exception, 
however, that in Belfast, Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Dublin, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Hull, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Nottingham, 
Portsmouth Sheffield, Southampton, Wolverhampton, and York, the duty 
may be paid to the Collector of Inland Revenue, the material being thereupon 
forwarded by the owner, securely packed, direct to London, addressed to the 
Inspector of Stamping, Inland Revenue, Somerset House, London, W. (X, 
CARRIAGE PREPAID. The material, when Stamped, will be sent back 
direct to the owner, who will have to pay the return carriage on delivery.—  
M ATERIAL WHICH DOES NOT, IN EVERY PARTICULAR, 
COMPLY W ITH TH ES E REGULATIONS WILL BE RETURNED 
UNSTAM PED A T  TH E  OWNER’S EXPENSE.

8—  It must be clearly understood that all risk in transmission to and fro, 
both as to Stamps and material, is with the owner of the material. The Board 
of Inland Revenue will not accept responsibility of any kind in the matter.

I n l a n d  R e v e n u e , By order of the Board,

S o m e r s e t  H o u s e , L o n d o n . T. N. CRAFER.

October, 1897, Secretary.







P O S T  C A R D S .
REGULATIONS under which Sheets of Cardboard are 

received at the Inland Revenue Office, Somerset House, 
London, to be impressed with Halfpenny Post .Card Stamps.

J.—Forty-Two Stamps will be impressed on each sheet for the ordinary size Cards 
(4f by 2U in.).

2. —Thirty-Six Stamps will be impressed on each sheet for the “ Court” size Cards
(41 by 3| in.).

3. —Thirty stamps will be impressed on each sheet for the “ Court” size Cards with a
margin between tljem for binding purposes.

4. —The sheets must in no case exceed in thickness the “ Stout” Official Post Card,
and they must be of a quality suitable for proper printing.

5 —The sheets must be white, i. e,t not tinted in any way; and -of the size of 30 in. 
by 22 in. or 30 in. by 22£ in. All the edges must be trimmed.

6. —The sheets must be sent in quite blank on both sides. The Royal Arms, as well as
the words “ Post Card” will be printed at this Office on the face simultaneously 
with the stamp.

7. —A fee of Two Shillings and Sixpence per 1003 stamps or part of that
number will be charged for Stamping.

8. — When the sheets are brought to Somerset House for stamping, a person must attend at
the Accountant and Comptroller General’s Department (Room 26) to fill up the 
necessary * Warrant,’ and to pay the amount of the stamps required and the Stamping 
Fees, and the goods must not be left (Room 19) before this payment is made. A  
few extra sheets for spoilage should be included.

9. —Persons in the Country should not send the sheets to be stamped through the Post
or by Carrier, but must employ an agent in London; with the exception, however, 
that in Belfast, Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Hull, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Nottingham, Portsmouth, Sheffield, 
Southampton, Wolverhampton, and York, the Duty and Fees may be paid to the 
Collector of Inland Revenue, the material being thereupon forwarded by the owner, 
securely packed, direct to London, addressed to the Inspector of Stamping, Inland 
Revenue, Somerset House, London, W. C., CARRIAGE PREPAID. The material, 
when Stamped, will be sent back direct to the owner, who will have to pay the return 
carriage on delivery.-MATERIAL WHICH D OES NOT, IN EVERY PAR­
TICULAR, CO M PLY WITH TH ESE REGULATIONS, WILL BE RE­
TURNED UNSTAM PED, AT TH E O W N E R ’S  EXPENSE.

10,— It must be clearly understood that all risk in transmission to and fro, both as to 
Stamps and material, is with the owner of the material. The Board of Inland Revenue 
will not accept responsibility of any kind in the matter.

I n l a n d  R e v e n u e ,

S o m e r s e t  H o u s e ,  L o n d o n . 

January, 1898.

By order of the Board,

T. N. CRAFER

Secretary

N .  B . ___T h e  o u t s id e  w ra p p er  o f  e a c h  se p a ra te  q u a n t ity  o f  C a r d b o a r d  s h o u ld  b e  c le a r ly  m a r k e d  s o  as to  in d ic a t e

w h e th e r  42 , 36 o r  30 s ta m p s  a re  t o  b e  p r in te d  o n  e a c h  s h e e t





R e g u l a t io n s  u n d e r  which P a p e r , Unfolded Pouches, 
E n v e l o p e s , a n d  L e t t e r  C a r d s  are received at the Inland 
Revenue (Mice, Somerset House, London, to be impressed 
with Stamps to denote the Halfpenny or higher rates of 
Postage.

1 ---------A foe ctf 2/- will be charged for Stamping when the value o f  the Stamps to be
impressed does not amount to £10.

2 ----All paper, whether intended for envelopes, letter cards or covers,* must be sent
UNFOLDED and UNCREASED.

3  --- Each distinct size or form of envelope, card or piper, must be marked so as to
indicate the place where the Stamp is required, which must be such as to ensure 
that when the envelope, or paper, is folded and made up, the Stamp shall appear 
in the proper position in accordance with the rules of the Post Office.

4 --- COLOURED paper will not be received for Stamping, nor any paper which
is of TO O  POOR A Q U A LITY  to bear the impression of the dies or 
TO O  LARGE to be dealt with at the machines. If any print be put on the 
paper, ample space for the Stamp must be left free from such print, both on the 
face and underside.

:>-----A small quantity of paper should be sent in excess of the actual quantity required
to be Stamped in order to provide for spoilage. If this be not done, Stamped 
Government Envelopes will be substituted for any which may be spoiled in the 
operation of Stamping.

6  ----When the paper or envelopes are brought for Stamping, a person must attend at
the Department of the Accountant and Comptroller General (Room 26) at this 
Office, to fill up the necessary ‘Warrant’ and to pay the amount thereof. Paper 
cannot be received for Stamping (Room 31) before this payment is made.

7  ---Persons in the Country must not forward direct to this Office material to be Stamped,
but must employ an agent in London; with the exception, however, that in Belfast, 
Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Dublin. Edinburgh, Glasgow, Hull, Leeds, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Nottingham, Portsmouth, Sheffield, 
Southampton, Wolverhampton, and York, the amount of the Stamps required (and 
fees if any) may be paid to the Collector of Inlaud Revenue, the material being 
thereupon forwarded by the owner, securely packed, direct to London, addressed to 
the Inspector of Stamping, Inland Revenue, Somerset House, London, W. C., 
CARRIAGE PREPAID. The material, when Stamped, will be sent back direct 
to the owner, who will have to pay the return carriage on delivery.—MATERIAL 
WHICH DOES NOT, IN EVERY PARTICULAR, COMPLY W ITH 
TH ESE REGULATIONS, WILL BE RETURNED UNSTAMPED, A T  
TH E  OWNER'S EXPENSE.

8------It must be clearly understood that all risk in transmission to and fro, both as to
Stamps and material, is with the owner of the material. The Board of Inland 
Revenue will not accept responsibility of any kind in the matter.

By order of the Board,

T. N. CRAFER.

Secretary.
I n l a n d  R e v e n u e ,

S o m e r s e t  H o u s e , L o n d o n .

October, 1897.

* Halfpenny Wrappers and Post Cards are printed only in sheets. See separate 
Regulations.





PROPOSED REDUCTION OF LOCAL AND OTHER INLAND RATES OF POSTAGE.

T o  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e .

S ir , 5°> Bklsize Park, N.W., 2 7 /// March, 1 8 8 3 .

In the January number o f the Chamber o f Commerce Journal, to which my attention 
has recently been called, the Report of the Postal Committee appointed by the London Chamber 
o f  Commerce appears, in which certain alterations in the inland rates of postage on letters and 
printed matter are recommended. These alterations, doubtless, seem simple and advantageous 
to your Committee, but if adopted they would, I fear, be attended with results so prejudicial to 
the well-working o f the Postal system, that I venture, very respectfully, to ask permission to lay 
beforc you, in this letter, reasons which may, I hope, convince the Chamber of Commerce that 
to attempt to obtain these changes would be unwise.

My apology for thus troubling you, is that one o f the suggestions— that o f a halfpenny rate 
o f postage for local letters in large towns—would, if adopted, be so serious a departure from the 
system of uniform rates o f postage, founded by my father, the late Sir R o w l a n d  H i l l , that 
anxiety to preserve unimpaired the true principle o f his Postal Reforms, renders it almost 
incumbent upon me to point out the evil before it is too late, or indeed before much time has 
been spent unprofitably in seeking to make such a change.

As it is now more than forty-six years since Sir R o w l a n d  H i l l  brought forward his plan of 
Postal Reform, it is perhaps hardly surprising that many persons have forgotten, and many 
others of the present generation have never known, the reasons which led him to recommend the 
adoption o f a uniform  rate o f postage, in place of one depending upon the distance a letter had 
to be conveyed ; and as a statement of those reasons will probably be the best answer to the 
suggestion of your Postal Committee virtually to abandon their teaching, I venture, as concisely 
as possible, to explain them.

At the time Sir ROWLAND HlLL took up the question of Postal Reform (in 1836), the 
following was the general condition of things:— Every post town in the United Kingdom, 
except London, had its local rate of one penny, for letters posted for delivery in the town itself 
or in its surrounding villages—such local posts bearing the technical name of “ Penny Posts.” 
In London, owing to the great size of the Metropolis, the penny local rate had. in the first year 
of this century, been raised to 2d. for the town limits, and 3d. for the suburban or outlying 
delivery, which latter extended to all places within twelve miles of St. Martins-le-Grand.

As regards letters passing from one post town to another, the minimum rate o f postage 
was fourpencc, advancing, step by step, to a maximum of about is. 8d. for each “ single” letter. 
These varying rates of postage having, of course, been adopted under the belief, then 
practically universal, that the greater cost to the Post Office of carrying letters long distances, 
justified a greater charge to the public—an idea which the Report of your Postal Committee 
shows to be not quite so extinct as I had supposed.
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Sir Row land  Hill , starting merely with the strong conviction that the then existing rates 
of postage were too high, and might advantageously be largely reduced, carefully analysed 
the various items of postal expenditure, to sec what simplifications and reductions in each were 
possible. He soon saw that the service the Post Office performed for each letter, was divisible 
into three distinct portions :

1st, The service of COLLECTION, in which were included all duties connected with 
receiving, taxing and sorting the letter in the post offices o f the town in which it 
originated.

2nd, The service of Convevance, in which was included the cost of getting the letter from 
the town of origin to the town of destination, and,

3rd, The service o f DELIVERY, in which all duties connected with preparing the letter for 
the letter-carrier, and dispatching it to its recipient, were included.

The expenditure of the Post Office under the 1st and 3rd services, was obviously common 
to all letters, whether local or other, the cost of conveyance being the only variable quantity.

This cost of conveyance, however, when carefully examined, proved to be infinitesimal—  
only the ninth part of a farthing per letter, even for so long a distance as from London to 
Edinburgh.

If, therefore, argued Sir ROWLAND H il l , two letters be posted in London, one for delivery 
therein, and the other for delivery in Edinburgh, the Edinburgh letter should be charged only 
the ninth part of a farthing more than the local letter, to cover the cost o f conveyance. Jn 
other words, the postage on the two letters should be the same, unless it could be shown how so 
small a sum as the ninth part o f  a farthing could be collected.

The injustice of making any distinction between the postage charged on local letters, and 
on letters going longer distances, having thus been demonstrated, the adoption of a uniform rate 
o f postage became practicable ; and this, as I need not stop to explain, so greatly simplified the 
work of the Post Office, that it became possible to adopt as the unit o f charge for all letters, the 
then lowest local rate of letter postage, namely one penny.

The advantages o f this simplicity, the Report of your Postal Committee— doubtless uninten­
tionally—proposes to sacrifice, and the adoption of their suggestion would, in effect, re-impose the 
unnecessary and unwise distinction between local and other letters, which Sir Row land  H il l ’s 
discovery abolished forty-three years ago.

That the adoption of a halfpenny local rate of postage for letters in large towns, would 
introduce into the postal service endless complications, and be productive of great public 
inconvenience, will 1 think be obvious if I give an illustration of its effect.

The halfpenny rate could not be confined to the towns themselves, but would have to 
be extended, as were the old “ penny posts,” to all places within the free delivery o f the 
particular office. For instance, in London the halfpenny rate would have to be applied, not only 
to letters posted in London for delivery in places like Brixton, Camden Town, Holloway or 
Kensington, but also to those for outlying sub-offices, like Norwood, Hampstead, Walthamstow and 
l'ulham—places which receive probably three-fourths of all their letters from London itself. But 
it frequently happens, from the opening of a new railway, or from the place increasing in 
population, that public convenience is greatly promoted by raising a particular sub-office to the 
position of an independent post town. Richmond, for instance, was a few years ago so detached 
from the London district.

Under the present system of uniform postage, these changes can readily be made when 
required, and the public obtains an unqualified advantage ; but had the scheme for a local half­
penny rate, now proposed, existed when Richmond was made a post town, either the postage on
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all letters between Richmond and London (which then ceased to be local letters) must have been 
doubled—a change sure to have led to public outcry—or, in that and all similar cases, exceptions 
would have to be made in favour o f the inhabitants of those localities ; unless, indeed, to avoid 
these continually increasing exceptional arrangements, all similar postal improvements were 
withheld.

It would be almost a lesser evil, to adopt, at once, a uniform halfpenny rate of postage 
throughout the United Kingdom, as has sometimes been suggested, than to re-impose a system so 
antiquated, irrational and full o f inconvenience.

As regards the further reductions which your Postal Committee advises, in the present rates 
o f postage on printed circulars (which rates are already as low as a halfpenny for two ounces), it 
may perhaps be sufficient to state, that every document passing through the post at the halfpenny 
rate, is already carried at a dead loss to the public—the mere expenses of collection, conveyance 
and delivery exceeding that sum ; while I need not point out that where, as in this case, the 
charge for the service rendered has been reduced below prime cost, any augmentation in the 
number of articles conveyed, increases rather than diminishes the deficiency.

Thus, as regards every trade circular distributed through tiie post, on which a postage of 
only one halfpenny is paid, the community at large is already called upon to bear part of the 
expense, for the benefit o f advertisers— an arrangement the existence of which might have 
been intelligible, while the old ideas in favour o f Protection or Bounties prevailed, but which is, 
manifestly, so contrary to the teachings o f political economy, that any aggravation of the 
mischief, by adopting a rate of postage even less remunerative than that now in force, should, I 
submit, be carefully avoided.

The fact advanced by your Postal Committee, that other countries now charge a lower 
postal rate on printed circulars, is, 1 submit, scarcely of itself a sufficient reason for our 
following in their footsteps. The English Post Office, like many other of our public insti­
tutions, perhaps owes much of its excellence to its having avoided, rather than followed, foreign 
example.

1 lie pecuniary loss now sustained by the public in the conveyance of Newspapers through 
the post at the halfpenny rate, may perhaps fairly be regarded as an additional, but indirect 
vote in favour o f  popular education— but I presume it would hardly be contended, that a 
similar argument can be used in favour o f advertising circulars.

It is important to bear in mind that the recommendation of your Postal Committee is otic 
of simple reduction of charge, and (unlike the case of the Uniform Penny Postage system) is 
unaccompanied by any suggestion o f simplifications in the working of the existing postal 
arrangements, which might counterbalance the diminished productiveness of the proposed 
charge.

As regards the proposals which have sometimes been made, and to which I have alluded 
above, for reducing the postage on all letters in the United Kingdom to a halfpenny rate—a step 
to which the suggestions of your Postal Committee, as regards local letters, would inevitably tend - 
I may as well here point out, that such a change would have the effect not merely of sweeping away 
altogether the net revenue o f the Post Office (now producing more than three millions annually, 
in relief o f taxation), but would change the Post Office from a profitable concern, into a mere 
spending Department of the State.

So long as the penny is retained as the unit o f charge for letters, the Department, being 
well-to-do, can readily and promptly grant additional facilities, ami at once adapt itself to the 
constantly growing necessities o f the public ; but if it became a starved Department, as it would 
under a uniform halfpenny rate, its powers o f expansion would be practically destroyed, and the 
present postal service would become almost crystallised.
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Few people, I would point out, have complained of the penny (which now carries a letter of 

an ounce weight) as an excessive postal charge, and if, as is sometimes urged, the Post Office ought 
not to be a source of revenue, there are other and far better means of disposing of the present 
earnings of the Department, than in simple reductions in the rates of postage.

By granting additional dispatches of mails between large towns, more frequent and more 
rapid deliveries, the net revenue can be reduced almost to any extent desired, but under these 
additional facilities, further profitable postal business will eventually be created, which will, in its 
turn, supply the means for yet further extensions and improvements in the service.

It is sometimes asserted that the net revenue of the Post Office is, in effect, a tax 
on social and commercial intercourse, and as such should be abolished. 1 need not point out 
that if the present earnings of the Post Office (£3,000,000 annually) be swept away, some other tax 
must be imposed upon the public, to make up the deficiency which the withdrawal of that sum 
from the Exchequer would create. It is not, of course, necessary here to consider what that other 
tax should or could be, but I would venture to point out that, if the earnings of the Post Office be 
a tax, it would be difficult to find one which (whether more or less expedient) was, at all 
events, more just No one pays postage who is unwilling to do so. Every one who pays it gets 
an immediate benefit, proportionate to his contribution ; while it is collected in such small sums 
that its impost is hardly felt, even by the poor.

But I venture to suggest whether the earnings of the Post Office, under the present system, 
are really of the nature of a tax. If the Post Office, by virtue of its monopoly of letter con­
veyance, now charged—-as it did prior to 1840— rates of postage higher than those which would 
be demanded by any private company, doing the work equally well, such excess of charge would, 
undoubtedly, be a tax on the public ; but if, as I think is the case, the Post Office performs its 
work cheaper and better than anyone else would do it, the net revenue of the Department seems 
to me to be rather in the nature of a profit on a well-conducted business, and, being paid into the 
public Exchequer, is, inste.rd of a tax, a most valuable and rapidly ¡ncYrrising aid in relief of 
taxation— somewhat similar, indeed, to that obtained by the Australian Colonies, through their 
sales of Crown lands, but differing therefrom, fortunately for us, in being a source of profit 
practically inexhaustible.

To show the possibilities of the Post Office, as a source of relief, in years to come, to the 
taxation of the country, I would point out that from mere expansion and improvement of 
business, the postal net revenue now doubles itself every twenty years. If therefore the Postal 
system can be protected from unwise interference, the net revenue (now £3,000.000 sterling) 
would in another sixty years amount to no less than ,£24.000,000 per annum— an amount 
sufficient to relieve the taxpayers from all charges now made to meet the interest on the National 
Debt.

Improbable as such a result may at first sight appear, it may not seem so extraordinary 
when I point out, that it requires for its attainment little more than that each person in the 
United Kingdom should write, on the average, about five letters per week—an amount of 
correspondence not greater than that of my own household.

With every apology for troubling you with so long a letter, for which the great importance 
of the question at issue will, 1 trust, be deemed a sufficient justification.

I remain, _
Sir,

Your obedient Servant.
PEARSON HILL.
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WILLIAM URIDGE,
1 5 ,  W I D M O R E  R O A D ,

B R O M L E Y -

T he  H o u s e  f o r  t h e

C E L E B R A T E D  2 / -  T E A ,  

Now 1 / l Q  per lb.

PROVISIONS OF FINEST QUALITY.

A G E N T  F O E

W . & A. GILBEY'S W ines and Spirits.

SOLE AGENT FOK

RAGGETT’S NOURISHING STOUT.
h t  s u p p l i e d  t o  C A U T I O N

Her Majesty none genuine
without this murk in

THE QUEER, trade mark. rsd aP°n mr7 llb*1'
Supplied in Screw-stoppered Bottles. 

Impkkiai, P ints 4 / -  per D ozen

G e o r g e  R a g g e t t  & S o n s ' I ó
REGISTERED TRADE LABEL

Medical Opinions. District Agency, Terms, ¿c .
Pages a \  8. Page 4.

WILLIAM URIDGE,
1 5 . W I D M O R E

B R O M L E Y .
Also at CHISLEHURST and BLACKHEATH.



R a g g e t t s  N o u r i s h i n g  S t o u t

RECENT REPORT BY DR, HASSALL, 1887.

111 find Raggett’s Nourishing Stout, taken from 
the present seasor '■ brewin.™" as fine in quality 
as any beer that s of la. > come under my 
notice, combining the flavour auu fragrance of the 
best Malt and Hops, and corroborating in every 
important particular the Analysts of 1860,1870, 
and 1879.

Th is  u n ifo rm  s ta n d a rd  o f  exce llence, which 
I  have observed FOR MORE THAN A  QUARTER 
OF A CENTURY, enables me again to report most 
highly as to its dietetic value.

"ARTHUR HILL HASSELL, M.D., LoND.,
"A n a ly s t  i ‘a ry  C om m ission .' "

E x tra c t  fro m  a le t te r  fro m  th e  P u rveyo rs  to

H E R  M A J E S T Y  T H E  Q U E E N ,
BALMORAL,

M ay 12th, lf)~9.

“ HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN wishes 
for RAGGETT’S NOURISHING STOUT; may we 
ask you to send us a Case by Steamer leaving 
London for Aberdeen on Wednesday next.”

MEDICAL OPINIONS (SELECTED)
FROM THE LATE

SIR WILLIAM FERGUSSON, Bart.,
Serjeant-Surgeon to H r- M ajesty the Q U E E N .

F t t , \V.
“  Novem ber 31 it, 1 8 7 3 .

_ "  I have alw  ,3  used R agg ,...s  Nourishing Stout 
in my own house, andean confidently recommend it."

Dr. F. SYDNEY SMYTH, Brockley.
“  I consider Raggett’s Nourishing Stout as the very 

best Stout, and for several years I have recommended 
no other."

Dr. MORRIS, Spalding.
“ During the past twenty years your Nourishing 

Stout has been extensively used by my patients with 
the best effect. I have very great pleasure in bearing 
my testimony to its value."

Dr. LIONEL WEATHERLEY, Portishead.
“  I have for som<~ rs past - rt. :red my patients 

this admirable b , and fi ty own practical
experience it h. nscome in iractice quite a 
therapeutic agent duiing convalescence."

Dr. LAMMIMAN, Tunbridge Wells.
“ Just a line to bear testimony to the excellence of 

your N o u r is h in g  S to u t .  For some years I have ordered 
no other for my patients— it is so digestible."

Dr. KENNARD, Lambourn
“  I H ave used in my own house for some years your 

Nourishing Stont. and have also advised it being given 
to many of my patients, all of whom, I may say with 
confidence, have been able to digest it, and derive 
great benefit from its use."
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