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R ead and t r e a s u r e  i p  the contents! "When through, 
hand to some one who is interested in stamp collecting. It 
will do you good, and your friend, also, to know that thous
ands of stamps on documents and letters, from 1845 to 1865, 
are lying stored away in .-;ome musty old garret, that may he 
worth not only cents, but dollars, and by sending them to 
the publisher of this little circular you will know their value, 
and, perhaps, find ready sale for the same.

For description of all varieties of United States Stamps, 
with their value, I refer vou to mv various catalogues for 
1887. Trice. 25 cents each.

E. B. S T E R L I N G ,
A pril 1st, ISS7. P . O. Box 294, Trenton, X. .1.
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H m n  1 ) 1  I  V f / t  The ONLY Dealer who ever made 
H  1 UNITED STATES STAMPS A SPECIALTY.

T ub  F inest  Stock! Th e  Largest Assortment!
and  a m . at standard  cricks!

I do not aim to undersell any-one, as all my stamps are 
clean, perfect and desirable in every respect, and upon this 
fact I pride myself, or no sale, *

Respectfully,
E. B. STERLING,

Dealer in U. S. Stamps of all Kinds,
P. O. Box 294, Trenton, X. J.



From the Tkk.vton Timks, Saturday, April loth, l»80.

Edward B. Sterling s Peculiarly Profitable Hobby-

A  C ase o f  G reat Im p ortan ce to  the G overn m ent Ferreted  O ut 
b y  Mr. S ter lin g— A  H and som e R ew ard  J u st R e

c e iv e d —W h a t a H obb y h a s G row n to.

E. B. Sterling, the subject of this week's sketch, has been of such 
service to the Governm ent du rin g  the past few weeks as to render this 
article peculiarly appropriate.

Jam es Sterling, the great-grandfather, was a wealthy resident of 
Burlington, through whose patriotism a com pany was formed for 
W ash ing ton’s arm y and at whose personal expense it was equipped 
and m aintained.

Joseph Sterling, the grandfather, was a resident of Trenton and 
was prosperous in m ercantile pursuits, but owing to adverse circum
stances lie was compelled to abandon active business.

W m . H. Sterling, th e  fa ther of our subject, was the proprietor of 
(he well-known S terling’s medicine which at one time had a  widesale. 
W hile  on one of Ins business trips in the lower part of the State he was 
suddenly stricken down, leaving two eiuldreii, a  daughter  and  the son 
who is th e  subject of th is  sketch, dependant upon their own resources.

The m other of K. B, Sterling was Maria Ferrell, of Ewing, a sister 
of th e  late ( ’has. J. Ferrell, who for many years was the respected chief 
clerk in the  Chancery office. She died when Edward was but three 
and a ha lf  years of age. He managed to a t ten d  school until he was 
about thirteen years of age. when it became necessary for him  to quit 
study and seek em ploym ent. This was found with  G. W. Grant, the 
dry  goods dealer, who, however, could not take him for about a mouth  
after his leaving school. Mot willing to lose th is  t im e he hired Ids ser
vices to C. W. Street, who was then  in the auction business In a store 
mi the site of the present W ashington Market, a part of his du ty  being 
to go around with the auction lu ll to announce sides. Before long, 
however, the opportunity  ottered for his going with Mr. Grant. He 
remained here for about five years, but was continually  revolving in his
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» im<l the question :is to how lit' could better iiis condition. To Ihisend 
lu- purchased ;i scholarship in the then  R ider & Allen Business College, 
where fie studied for about three m onths  in the  day classes and about 
th e  same tim e in the night school. H e then found em ploym ent with 
the Lehigh Valley Iiuilroad at the ir  Coal port station, his du ty  being 
the checking o il 'o f  alt the em pty coal cars that were returned from 
South Amboy and k ee p in g s  record of the time they stood idle. Dur
ing his work here he came under the eye of S. B. Packer, Ksq., who 
»tiered young  Sterling a position as book-keeper at the coal wharves at 
an increased salary, and before the  year was up had a further increase 
so th a t  lie received nearly double the first salary. His ability and 
activity m ade him valuable and he remained in this position until Mr. 
Packer resigned his oltlce as shipper, when he was promoted to a still 
better position in the employ of the New York Coal Shippers, who 
leased the wharves here and continued business until the opening of 
the  Packer road at Perth A mhoy, after which the business here was 
abandoned,

Mr. S terling  then found employment with the wholesale firm of 
William Dolton A <’o., with whom lie remained for one year, w hen  he 
applied f o r a  position in the  Trenton Bank. Though the list of appli
cants was large Mr. S terling  was successful, and by ids attention to 
iluty lias risen from the position of Corresponding Clerk to that  of Note 
Teller, which post he h a s  occupied during  tile past live years with great 
credit to himself and the Trenton Banking Company, being to-day one 
of the most efficient and popular olllcials in that well-known institution.

On Septem ber bill, is.'ii, Mr. S terling  was born, and he is therefore 
not yet ;>» years of age. In IsTI he married Miss Bella Aitken, 
daughter of i lie l ion . Robert Aitken, ol’ this city, and  in Janua ry ,  1884, 

large circle of friends gathered at his residence to celebrate (lo ir 10th 
wedding amii versary.

Mrs. S terling lias proven a true helpm ate ami an able counsellor 
and adviser. Pour chi Id ret i. two hoys and  l wo girls, g ladden and  grace 
their home, which is pleasantly located at the corner of Prospect and 
Relievin' avenues, ami which home w a s  purchased from the profits of 
Mr. S terl ing’s hobhv of stamp collecting. To this pursuit iic has for 
some years devoted his evenings and all spare moments not required in 
Ins bank ing business, ami he has so on larged and i ti creased this pursuit 
that  lie s tands to-day the largest individual s tam p collector and  dealer 
iu the country, his only equal being a stock coucernin  New York City.

Mr. Sti rling’s venture in the business of s tam p collecting was con
temporaneous with his venture in the m a tm nouial world, and in both 
the ven tu re  has proven equally happy and prosperous.

T he  fust brunch of philately attacked was that of revenue stamps, 
which were sought, and frequently found, in the most obscure and out - 
ol t lie-way places. By dilligvii •.■dbc he soon had a large collection 
ami by shrewdly exchanging ■•.iplicuti s lie possessed for stamps 
which he did not have, he rapidly buili up the foundation of his present
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prosperous business. l ie  claims that the jitthv ami garrets of Trenton 
are filled with valuable stamps on «*]<I letters and din unieut~ for which 
he will pay fair prices, many stamps from 1 s 11i t«. WH being valuable 
and some worth many dollars apieee. Mr, Sterling foresaw ihecom iim  
importance «1 t uited States stamps and determined to restrict his col
lection to the issues of this eotintry only, 11 may surprise 1 he reader to 
know tha t  this little liobhy represents transactions am ounting from 
ST,000 to S10,Outi a year.

His office is a t  his home ami tiie office hours are from 7.SO in the 
evening to 12 o’clock midnight. An experienced clerk, beside his son 
\Yelliug, assists h im  in his work of assorting, arranging and corres
pondence, T he  daily mail matter t u r n e d  out w o u ld  make quite a 
showing and goes to every nook and corner of the country. His col
lection of proof stumps is the finest in the world and embraces the cele
brated Carpenter collection, the faee denominations of which represent 
over §30,000. Mr. Sterling’s entire stock as a dealer is valued at over 
*10,000. His numerous and various catalogues are considered as the 
s tandard  au thority  all over the United States for values, Ac.

His great ability to detect counterfeits has been utilized by the 
( iovernm ent in over a dozen instances of infringement. Ac. A most 
im portant event occurred in May last, A collection of stamps had been 
sent to  Mr. S terling  for examination. His quick eye instantly sighted 
out a  suspicious beer stamp, which lie found to be counterfeit. He im 
mediately placed himself in correspondence with the Secret Service 
Department and  in less than a week mie- f the largest brewing concerns 
in th e  country was under seizure, the proprietors arrested, convicted 
and a  payment of $30,000 made to the Government. In recognition of 
his services the  Treasurer of the United States sent to Mr. Sterling a 
check for $2,000, which has just been received. This will only serve to 
increase the facilities for business in the future

This is one of the greatest pieces of detective work that lias come to 
the G overnm ent’s notice for years, and the m anner in which the fraud 
was detected and  worked out is highly creditable.

Mr. Sterling has never aspired to political preferment, though in
terested in the success of the Republican party and principles. He is 
also a member of the Board of Trade and a number of Philatelic Asso
ciations. He is a  believer in insurance and is a member of several 
companies and is insured to a good round sum.

During this season he contemplates enlarging his office and beauti
fying it. W hen th is  is done his numerous friends will have the oppor
tun ity  for a peep at his treasures.
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From the Springfield, Mass., Da h .v Kkim' hi.h ’a x , Ajtril 24tli, lssii.

The M ania for S tam p  C ollectin g—-A  F am ou s D ealer in U nitod  
S ta te s  S tam p s, M agazin es and C atalogues.

stamps of i he wnrlil that many are confining the ir  a ttention ami money 
to the slumps of their mvii country. For l-.yetfrs one dealer has han 
dled nothing hut t inted Slates stuitijis, and his business now am ounts 
to $12,0011 a year. This dealer is K. 15. Sterling, of Trenton, N. who 
has done mhre than unyo tho r  person to work up interest in the various 
stam p issues of this country. He deals not only in postage stamps, but 
in revenue stamps, private die proprietary stamps, old stamped paper, 
postage currency of lx» «2, ami < ton federate States stamps, and issues 
catalogues in each of these depart meats. There are many who collect 
only revenue stamps, and for them Mr. S terling’s catalogue describes 
over I,title varieties. He tells an odd story of his skill in detecting coun
terfeits. He was runn ing  through a collection of “ revenues” sent 
him for examination, when lie caught sight of a bogus beer stamp* 
lie  immediately placed himself in correspondence wit It the secret ser
vice department, and in less than a week one of the largest brewing 
concerns in the country was under seizure, the proprietors arrested and 
convicted and a payment of $30,two made to the government. In  re
cognition of hi.s services the treasurer of the Iruited States sent Mr. 
Sterling a check for $2,(100. One of Mr. S terling’s latest hobbies is the 
preparation aud publication of a catalogue of over $00 tin foil labels for 
tobacco, which, of course, are only one form of proprietary stamps. 
His private collections are worth a big sum, among them  being the 
Carpenter collection of prool revenue stamps, representing a face value 
of over f&o.ofm. His stock in trade is worth over $10,000, and a good 
share of his business is with correspondents in foreign countries. H e 
doesn’t give himself up entirely to his hobby, for he has been for some 
years in the  Trenton Banking Company. His “ ollice hours ” for the 
stamp business are from 7:30 I*. M. till midnight, and  he has two 
clerks. He is a native of Trenton , So years old, and  lives in a $10,000 
house at the corner of Prospect and Bellevue avenues, Which has been 
paid for from the profits of Iris hobby,

Mr. »Sterling began business at a lucky time. It was early in 1S74, 
when the contract for m aking and embossing the stamped envelope»

It costs so much now to get even a fair collection of the
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wa* taken by the Plimpton Manufacturing Company, of Hartford, from 
(Jeorge H. Reay, o! New'i ork, wlio had held the contract for four years. 
T he Hartford concern had great difficulty in getting  out the set of 
stam ps required and experimented for some months. D uring the first 
year of Mr, S terling 's business no less titan seven varieties of dies of tin- 
denomination of one cent, t wo cents and three cents were issued on white, 
amber, cream and  orange paper, and one collection in this city lias 30 
distinct specimens of dies and (taper of this IsTt issue, while th e  diifer- 
ent sizes of envelopes carry the num ber up Jo U9. Of course very few 
of some of these envelopes were printed, and Mr, S terling’s energy at 
buying up all he could get at the time hits kept the prices of the 1.H74 
stam ps quite  low, and thus ttrade it possible for almost every collector 
to study from his own collection this most interesting period. The de
par tm ent postage stamps came at the same time, being issued till ]s7!i, 
w hen  the franking  privilege was restored.

Of the hosts of dealers in postage stamps in this country, few can 
¡iflord to issue price catalogues. while no th ing  in the line
of United stamps competes with .Sterling’s new catalogue, which 
describes 886 specimen of postal stamps and  currency, t

The above article about Philately was published al so by the follow
ing well-known and reliable papers :

Springfield. Mass., Weekly Republican, April ,‘iuth, IssU.
Lowell, Mass., Daily Courier,
Mew York C/rnphic. May 1, ps.yi.
Rambert ville, X. .1 , Record, May 1:1, ]n.nu.
Also portions of above article in various other paper.-.
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What the Press and the Public had to say of 
the Merits of Sterling’s Postage Stamp 

Catalogue for 1886.

11 is complete and  in the  best style and execution.
Clarem ont, N. II. b. A. J kdkínk .

it is perfect,—T. C. \ \  ATKINS A (,*(».
New York City.
it is the best I have seen, hi very Collector should have one. 
Altoona, Pa. W. F. l ’KA.SKK.

i t  is very line, and I enclose titty cents, for two more copies. 
Cleveland, Ohio. V. P a jx tkk .

It seems t• ....... to be as jir-rl'cet as a Catalogue eould he.
Sr. Louis, Mi> L‘. H. M f.kkki..

■Thank yon tor your nice Catalogue. B kshik C. S i .ott .
Lock Haven, Pit,
The ISS(> Catalogue is excellent. N Co e .
New York City.
It  even exceeds the previous one, which I hardly  expected. 
B r o o k l y n ,  N . V . H i t., B , M a s o n .

I urn well pleased with it , - T homas C r  N Ni NOH AM.
Mohawk, \ .  V.
I find the arrangement of your Postage Catalogue excellent in 

every respect, and covering ail demands of both the beginner and 
advanced collector. J okki*ii ÜKc iik h t ,

H o b o k e n ,  N . J

Your Catalogue i~ in advance of (lie others ill thoroughness, anil 
is indispensihle to an adI'uneed collector. F. P. l i te n  AUliRox.

Salem, Mass.

ÍI Is quite complete, -\V. W. Ha n i u i .i ..
New York City.
Your Catalogues sent me are the best and  most complete I have 

seen. f  . A. A\ kiqh  r.
Lewistowti, Me.
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1 th ink  it is excellent.- < >. I>, JoNt>.
Utica, N. V,

\  our new Catalogue i- perfection in itself. —( ' r a m ; S. T k in o i .e .
Georgetown, X , V,

f value it  ve ry  h igh ly ,  it is so complete.—W . \Y. N o j .e n .
Cambridge, Mass.

It is very nea t.—E, B. Co r n w e i .e.
ItuhiCOLI, Wig.

From the P i n  j.a t k u c  Winti.n, February, 188«.
W e have jus t  received the fourth edition of Mr. Sterling’s Cata

logue of the  Adhesive Postage and Stamped Envelopes of the United 
States. M any additions have been made, including Telegraph Stam ps, 
Postage ( ’nrreney’, Postal Xotes, etc , and the hook is ornamented with 
the  genial countenance of Mr. Sterling himself. All nolleetors should 
tie supplied witll copies.

From  tiie St a m p  a m » Co in  G azette , Feliruary, l-ssu.
S terling’s Catalogue of U. S. Adhesive Postage and Stamped 

Envelopes is a most excellent and  complete compilation, and will be 
a great help to those especially who are m aking  collections of the 
S tam ped Envelopes of the country.

F rom  the Carson Pmt.ATKi.isT, February, Ism,.
It surpasses all former editions, wlucli were each universally 

regarded as the  he»f at its time of issue.

From th e  Trenton T ri e A m e r i c a n , February, 18X8.
Mr. K. B, Sterling, the well-known collector of United States 

S tamps, has ju s t  issued a new Catalogue, describing over 73« varieties 
in a most interesting way.

From the Trenton State  Gazette, February, LS.s«.
Mr. E. B. Sterling, of this city, lias issued the fourth edition of 

ids Catalogue of C n ited States Adhesive Postage and Stamped Envel
opes, descriptive of over seven hundred and fifty varieties, with 
price, rtc. These stamps range in value from one cent to u hundred 
dollars, a three-cent s tam p of New York city of 1*42 being catalogued 
a t  th e  latter price. Newspaper stam ps of ls73 are worth $3», $40, $38, 
$83 and $7!) each, which is from $4 to kin above their face value. A 
1-eent New York stam p of 184« is worth $10, and  another of the same 
denom ination, bu t on different colored paper, is wortli $13. Mr. Ster
ling is the largest collector of stamps in the t inted States, and his 
book, which sells for 25 cents, is full of interesting information on the 
subject.
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From tIn* Toronto P u í Ea t k u i  J mi knai ,
Every collector of f Tilted States stamps should have one.

From the ( '.yí'ITA i. F r n  I'u 11,.\ i e e is t , February, ISbH.
We have received Hit; ib tul It edition of E. I!. .Sterling’s descriptive 

Catalogue of IT S, Adhesive and Envelope Stumps. It describes over 
750 varieties, and  should he in the hands of every collector of IT S . 
Stamps,

From the T renton T imes, January, ISStí.
H, ]>, Sterling, the philatelist of this city, has just issued a new 

catalogue of postage stamps of the United States. Mr. Sterling’s previous 
compilations have been looked o p o n as  models for completeness, but 
the present publication is by far the most comprehensive of any of its 
predecessors. «

It describes over 75n varieties of United States postage stamps, and 
the description embraces the color, si/e, denomination, price both new 
and used, date  of isstie, ehurueterislies  of tire different dies, ami in fact 
every m inute  particular in reference t hereto.

While revetiin* and proprietary stamps form an endless collection, 
tin* 750 varieties here catalogued are exclusively the postage stamps of 
the I Tided States. These other departm ents sire classified in ot her cata
logues ami make a total of over 1,000 varieties described and priced by 
Mr. Sterling.

The hook just issued is from the press of Edwin Fit/.george, and 
Mr. S terling lias spared no pains or expense in producing» m ost credit
a b l e  publication in its general appearance.

The catalogue is sold at d5 cents post free. A-neat novelty in each 
pamphlet is the insertion of an excellent photograph of the compiler, 
surrounded by a border and  perforated edge similiar to a postage stamp 
and of the same size. M any rate stamps have been added to Mr. S ter
ling’s collection since the  issue of his last catalogue.

From the  Trenton “ S ionaj.,’’ February, T88G.
Not only does the recently issued fourth edition of Mr. E. B. S ter

ling’s catalogue of United States Stamps contain a full and accurate list 
of all stam ps now issued by the  government, but it also abounds in 
valuable information concerning each of the seven hundred and sev
enty-live specimens described. W hen we look through the  neatly 
printed pages of the copy which lies before us we must congratulate 
Mr. S terling  upon the enterprise, industry and  ability which he has 
displayed in the “ make up ’’ of his publication. Otic of the m any no
velties introduced i- Mr. S te r l ing’s photograph upon a s tam p on the 
inside of the front cover of the hook. In every respect this ’80 edition 
is the finest s tam p publication w hich  has been brought to our notice, 
and we sincerely recommend it as a valuable work of reference to all 
who contem plate s tarl ing  or m ak ing  additions to collections.
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From l la-Trod tun “ ¡s iu n a l ,” .April, is»».
“ True merit is everywhere recognized.” This old saying has 

never been more strongly verified th an  recently, when Mr. Sterling 
issued th e  fourth edition of his catalogue of F n ited  States stamps. 
Since the day of issue copies have constantly  been in demand, until at 
present th is  edition is exhausted. This  unprecedented success led Mr. 
Sterling to issue his fifth edition du ring  the Just days of March, A 
copy lies before us. We once thought the fourth to he perfection ; we 
must say th a t  the fifth is superior in every way. Among important 
and valued additions is a full descriptive list of the  stamps of the Con
federate States, which list certainly reflects great credit to the compiler. 
A\ e wish Mr. Sterling the best of success, and hope that his enterprise 
will be rewarded.

From the Tkextox T imes, March, lfesu,
K. li Sterling, the philatelist of this city, has just issued from the 

press the fifth edition of his descriptive catalogue of Adhesive Postage 
and Stamped Envelopes. The fourth edition was issued about January  
1st, an d  was exhausted in two months. I t  was at the time the most 
complete publication of the kind ever issued. T h e  fifth edition, how
ever, is superior to its predecessor in that  it includes a new department 
under the issues of the “ Southern Confederacy.” Nearly one thou
sand varieties are described, and described in such m an n er  as leaves 
nothing to be desired. The face value, date of issue, color, general des
cription of engravings, Ac., size, and price both cancelled and uncan- 
eelled that any  given stamp will bring in the philatelic market.

W ith each catalogue there is a neat s tam p photograph of Mr. S ter
ling, with of his signature.

In  regard to your catalogue, I can only repeat what others have said 
—it is tire most complete one I have seen, and  th in k  every collector of 
U. S. s tam ps and envelopes should have one. Yours respectfully, 

Decorali, Iowa. Hi». C. B u l k y .

I acknowledge the receipt of the  fifth edition of your Standard 
Descriptive and  Price Catalogue (IKHlS), which I consider the brat of its 
kind, and  is certainly everything it claims to be.

New York City. You’’® H ly ,  C h a s . H. Lev y .

Your’s is the best descriptive catalogue of I S .  S tamps that I have 
ever examined. Yours, J. H. H e r  dan  a n .

Pemberton, N. J.

I received both your catalogues of i s .  stumps and revenues, aud f 
must pay you my compliments on the  execution of these works. They 
a r e u n u p ie in  their compilation. Very respectfully,

New York City. H i-inky Clot/.,
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The ( 'at ¡dogiif is very inlm*sttiig, :in• 1 indicates tliat much re
seal'd i ¡mil careful slutly was rei|uii'e<l in its preparation,

Washington, !). 1 S.V.MfEh HODGKINS.

I have been rf<|ut*.-Lo«l to present to you tin; thanks of the (.-¿.tinker 
t ' i ly  Philatelic ,Society tot' the fifth edition of your Catalogue, the best 
of the kind that we have had the pleasure of seeing, ] loping that it 
may reach fifty or more editions. W. A. M acCa m .a ,

Cor. See, of < Junker City Philatelic Society, of l*hila., Pa.

1 was pleased with your lifth edition of Postage Stamps Catalogue, 
and consider it the most complete of any which I have keen.

Washington, I). ('. Yours truly, C> F, Ko thfiu  ns.

They both heat any th ing  I ever saw in the way of catalogues, and 1 
never even dreamed there were so many varieties as you have listed. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. • Yours truly, A. (!. B is h o p .

Have received your s tam p list. Ii is t lie hest list. I ever had the 
pleasure of examining. It should Ik- in th e  possession of every collec
tor, for ii. i- the  most comprehensive hook published oil F . S. Postage 
Flumps. W ishing you success,  I remain, yours truly,

Page Brook, X. Y. I.. V. L im is k v .

i 'h r  Postage and Revenue < ‘at a logues rceci ved. They are the most 
complete I havi- ever seen, and must have rei|Hired a good deal of labor 
in compiling, Fvery collector ought certainly lo possess a copy.

L e n a ,  III. Yours respect fully, I*'. Iv. R ts ix o .

The catalogue is all I hut could be v. isised. 11 should he in the hands 
of all, young and old. Respectfully,

Washington, I), c, ' J, H. HorsTiix.

Your Postage Siam p Catalogue is excellently gotten up.
MI, < 1 Head, Ohio Yours truly, F p w t x T .  Poj.i.ock .

I have examined your Stam p Catalogue for Iss*; with considerable 
care, ii is w ry  complete and acematc, and 1 consider ft valuable to 
collectors. Yours very truly,

Niagara  Falls ,  \  , Y . F u K i u  iitt k i f .  K n r i . i , .

\ our catalogues eame to hand this morning. The labor of compi
lation must h a v e  been very great, hut then it has not been without 
avail, as you h a v e ,  to my mind, a perfect edition of both of your ca ta 
logues, and you d e s e r v e  all t h e  credit you may receive fo rw hat  you 
have done Yours truly, Tnos. p. o w k x .

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pa.



[ beg to acknowledge the receipt of the it fili i < 111 •. • < i of your cata
logue and price list of i 'tiited Stai*-"* 81 amp.* ami tamp>*d eti ■'dopes. i t 
well merit-1 * * 4 (he f.i'tle of " .1 lescrlplive,' : ami is the riufy 11 • : I lui ve c-vet
seen of the  emissions of | lie I lilted Slate« 11 nil does m on i studi designa
tion. It is a n  un fo r tu n a te  fact tha t collectors in general bave not 
devoted to 111i- b ranch of phila te ly  tha t a d d i t i o n  wiiii'h ¡ 'd e m a n d e d  
and  w arran ted  by th e  im por tance  lhereof, and , in i-onsi-(lienee, th e  
average  k n o w ledge  of the subject is not gvni..  I opine Unit th e  diffi
culties experienced in Iden t i fy in g  t | ie  s lum ped envelopes, h e igh tened  
not aided by th e  lists of even the best of the s ta n d a rd  general ‘•utalogues, 
have  been sufficient to discourage m any , even am o n g  th e  faithful, a n d  
produce th e  lack of in t e n s i  above noted. In tin* light of yo u r  exceed
ingly  clear a n d  carefully  compiled catalogo*- then- should In- no diffi
cu lty  w h a te v e r  experienced in th e  ¡dent ì ficai ion o| every s ta m p  and 
s tam ped  envelope issued h\ th is  governm ent.

A word of praise is especially due to the list, of the Confederate 
States. Viewed as an entirety, yiutr catalogue is a most valuable addi
tion to philatelical literature, and should lie in the possession of every 
collector. As u standard of exchange it is invaluable,

Cu-rboudale, Pa. Very t ru ly  yours .  A, F. L a w .

Vì

Your priced catalogue of 1 , 8 .  Revenue Stamps L tin* most com. 
pi etc and unique thing of t lie kind in exist enee. 11 s i no reused size over 
the previous editions exhibits the labor and zeal you have bestowed 
upon its compilation. Your splendid personal collections, especially’ of 
proofs, doubtless aided you considerably, hut even with your knowledge 
and  familiarity with your favorite subject I wonder that you have 
been able to discover and chronicle such a list of differences and oddi
ties. T he study and collecting of the postage tend revenue stumps of 
our own country  certainly furnishes a most interesting and valuable 
branch of the subject of philately any one can pdssibly pursue, and 
large enough to devote all the spare time one ordinarily lias leisure for 
that  purpose.

This  catalogue, with yotti- on the adhesive postage and stamped 
envelopes, m akes a harmonious whole on t he subject of the 1 . 8 .  issues, 
and  they  deserve to be bound together, when, with a few blank leaves 
for the en try  of new postal issues, one may have an accurate and per
fect handbook on all tlie* t ' .  8. stamps, and th e  best guide for their 
arrangem ent in one’s album. Very truly yours,

( ' i t as . A. ( ,'o g m i.x.ms, •
Fort Laramie, Wy. (.'apt, 7th Infantry,

1 have examined it carefully and  am pleased to he alilcv to say that,
to my m ind, your work far surpasses in arrangement, description and
completeness any  oilier catalogue yet published, whether of revenues
Hilly or of postal issues. The service you have rendered to philatelists.
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1 am coil vi need, " i l l  lie duly appreciated, and your work will certainly 
ta k e s  first place to which its merlin entitle i t —in philatelic titeiature.

1 " i l l 's ,  v e r y  t r u l y ,  C . \V . JJk o c k .
r ii i iadelphia , l*a.

Your catalogues received, and 1 th in k  them the most complete cata
logues ol T . S. stamps ever issued, ami don’t see how any collector or 
dealer can allord to he without both <>f them. Yours truly,

Phillipsburg, N. .1. - j ,  a . P e t r i e .

\u u r  catalogue o f  s l u m p s  came very promptly, and I am highly 
pleased with it. Ii is nicely gotten up ami full of very clear descrip
tions, prices, W -. I’espectfully yours, 8. S. B a ker .

Blackstonc, Ya.

’t our catalogues received and the least 1 can say is they are immense, 
and I tail to see why they should not be tiie xlm ulnrd  for the philatelic 
world. Yours truly, L o n S n ik f e x .

Valatie, X . Y .

I do not see how you could have made it so  complete for the price. 
It far surpasses any foreign catalogue of similar scope with which I am  
acquainted. Congratulate you oil your success. Send me, please, the  
tilth edition of your Price Catalogue of adhesives. No family can he 
without your catalogues. Sincerely yours,

Cambridge, .Mass. W A V .  N olen .

T am so well pleased with it th a t  I enclose twenty-five cents for 
your 1886 catalogue of I . S. adhesive and  envelope stamps, confident 
th a t  If it is an y th in g  like your revenue catalogue it is the finest issued.

Flushing, X. V. Yours respectfully, M. T. Hogkkt.

I am very much pleased with it, I think it is the most comprehen
sive aud concise I . 8. catalogue ever published.

Adrian, Mich. Yours, etc., E n w . .1. Etehuins .

N our catalogue just received, aud I think it is the best catalogue 1 
ever hail the honor to look at. Yours, etc., Geo. K. Poole. 

L y n n ,  XIass.

1 th ink  your catalogue is No. 1. Yours truly,,
pulton, N. Y . \V. E. W akkex.

Catalogue received and  I must say it is im mense and  reflects great 
credit on its ambitious author. Respectfully your friend,

Cincinnati, Ohio. R. \v .  Mercer.

I think it is a very good one, the best I have seen.
Yours tru ly , C. T. A i.i.k rt .

Milwaukee, XVis.
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I t  far exceeds my expectations. W ry re s te d  fully, 
Independence, Iowa. . K..M. Th.vSit.

I th ink  it is line, 1 11u< 1 mi looking it over that 1 am tin* owner of 
far more varieties of stamps than  I had know n of before seeing it. 

Taunton, Mass. Yours respectfully, * >. NY. P kui’kk .

I liave thoroughly examined your catalogue and rati say that it is 
truly the finest 1 have ever seen. Yours respeetfully,

Poughkeepsie, N. Y. • 1'• T itnw ukiduic.

Yours at hand  with catalogues of. revenue and  1". S. postage stamps. 
They  are both a marvel of patienee and aeeuraey, and  indispensable to 
any  collector who wishes intelligently to gat her theseeurious and in ter
esting specimens of our war and civil taxes. ! only regret I had not 
one long ago. Sincerely your friend, T. A. H. H a y .

Easton, J'a.
It  seems to be as complete as any th ing  of the kind could well be, 

S taten Island, N. Y. Respectfully, I.koxakh D. W h i t e , .Ik.

After a careful examination 1 th ink  it i~ all th a t  is called for in a 
work of its kind. Very tru ly  yours. If. M oiuttsox.

Xyack-on-Hudson, N. Y.

I will say th a t  f consider your Revenue Catalogue a most complete 
and valuable reference book for both collectors and dealers. The fa ith
ful a ttention to detail places it far in advance of any similar work. A nd 
w h a t  1 say in regard to the Revenue Catalogue may also be tru thfully  
spoken of your Catalogue of IT. 8. Postage Stamps. Yours truly, 

Portland, Me. ■ I'• L. P i’.itiiY.
Your catalogue is certainly a most excellent one, in my opinion, al

though  I am only a beginner in collecting, and perhaps cannot appre
ciate all its merits. Yours respectfully.

Poca, W. Ya. H. L. W a l t s .
They are the best “got up” stam p catalogues I have ever seen, the 

paper being first-class and  the  prin ting  good and clear. If  any th ing ,  it 
is too complete. It almost discourages a small collector to look at it, 
there being so m any  rare varieties. Yours respect fully,

Deposit, N. Y. W il l  C. Mr.vsox.
I t  is jus t  what l, and I suppose many o ther collectors have long 

wanted. It is simple, concise and  comprehensive, and embraces features 
n o t  found in any other catalogue tha t  I have seen.

Comstocks, N. Y. Truly yours, tt. B akkk.

I have both your catalogues, and 1 must say, although it is an old 
story to you no doubt, that you deserve the prestige in the stamp busi
ness of this country, for the able m anner  you have catalogued the large 
num ber of stamps which have been issued.

Claremont, N. Ji. 8 . 15. S i a u - j  o l i i i .
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U i- a marvel of completeness and excellence, which certainly 
m Mies an epoch in philately, no) only in this conntrv bui in the world« 
lor no handsomer or more valuable and painstaking work has been done 
lor our pet bobby in any  laud. It  hue justly won renown for its compiler. 

Spri nglieid, Mass. Very truly yours. .1 a s . B. S m i t h .

Your catalogue received. Am very much pleased wild it.
Knnxville, Teiin. Yours respectfully, S. li. liovn, M. 1».

'• our catalogue is very handsome, and 1 am much pleased w ith  it, 
New N ork I 'ity. Respectfully, .L o n s  F olk .

I received your catalogue some time ago. Am very much pleased 
with it, Very respectfully, B. F (T in atm a m, .1 n.

Nashville, Teun,

\<>iir catalogue of t . S. s tam ps at hand. 1 Itinl il very valuable, 
being complete and comprehensive. Yours truly,

Rockford, II! L. \ W kyhi ' r a .

I th ink  after careful examination of your catalogue of F . S. postage 
stamps, stamped envelopes, &e., th a t  it is the most perfect of any I have 
seen. Your Revenue Stamp Catalogue is arranged in excellent style. 

Philadelphia, Pa. Yours respectfully, (¡no. I,. H i c k m a n .

In regard to your fifth edition catalogue, 1 th in k  it is the best and 
most complete catalogue of li. S. stamps ever published.

( ’inciimati, <>. Yours respectfully, Kmv, J .  W ilson.

1'he catalogues are very line indeed. Far beyond my expectation. 
Marshall. Mich. Yours m ost respectfully, I,. S. Mouki kon .

1 th ink  your catalogue very complete.
Chelsea, Mass. \Y. K. Wa t k in s .

1 our catalogue is the liest and most complete that I have seen. 
Brickpmt, Maine. A lla n  C ii asi-:.

I have just  received your S tandard  Descriptive and  Price Catalogue 
and th ink  that is the most complete 1 have ever seen.

Washington, I). <’. ___ H titu t  Da l l a s .
■ *

Your catalogue, both Postage and Revenue, is a regular s tam p 
encyclopedia. W m. F. Hc t z k ,

F.ric, Pa .

Your catalogues received. They  art; very line. I had  no idea 
American stamps bail advanced so much in value.

New York. P a l j , oeji W i.li.ih r s .
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Please send me your Catalogue of Tin-Foil Tobacco Wrappers. I 
have all your catalogues but this one and prize them all very highly.

Ann Arbor. W ill J. Stanton .

Vour Catalogues are received and examined and very satisfactory. 
The Revenue Catalogue is entitled very justly to be the standard work 
in revenues, and every collector should have a copy ol' it in his pos
session, whether he collects Revenues or not, as it will .give him some 
idea that he may turn to his advantage. It is the only work that 1 have 
come across during my eighteen years’ experience in collecting that i- 
really worthy of the Revenue collector's time and notice. Your Postage 
Catalogue is also very good. • T. .1. M itch eli..

Chicago, III.

Your Catalogue received. 1 would not part with it at ten times 
the amount I paid for it if ¡to other was to lie had. It’s iu valuable to 
collectors who desire to collect all the different varieties. C. B. envel
opes especially. 1 heartily recommend it to every true philatelist.

Chicago, H i . ____________ K. W. Volte.

Your Catalogue is the neatest, best and most complete ever placed 
before the public, ami 1 recommend it to all collectors.

Fort Dodge, Pa. ( . R. S mei.t/.ek.

1 our Catalogue is something i.ctru, and, in a word, pe r i '  >7.
Trumatisburg, X. Y. Lincoln R aim’lkyk.

Your Postage .Stamp Catalogue I think is superb.
Knoxville, Timn. A llkn Lolan .

I think your Catalogue is the most inniji/rfi work of the kind 1 
ever saw : in fact, I can't sec how it can in- improved.

Lynchburg, \  a. R. j .  S xkaii,

Catalogue received. It is the best I have seen, it is indispensable 
to the collector of I , S. stamps. (). Dokmitzkk.

St. Louis, Mu.

J consider your new Catalogue just perfect.
Friendship, X. Y. IIenun L. Dw k . i i i .

1 find, upon a careful examination, tlmt they tire simply perfect, 
and have decided that collectors who have any interest in Failed  
States stamps cannot afford to In* without them. I would not take 
anything for mine. S ami.. 1!. P.kadi oud.

Ottawa, III.

I would say that I think it the best ami most complete work that l 
have ever seen in relation to the P. O. Stamps of the F. S.

North Lent list or. L ewis T, W iiit m  \ .

’i <air catalogue is very nice and aids greatly in distinguishing 
¡sssiies. T jikhkse Mavkii.

Rochester, X. Y.
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Just received your Price ( ulalogue of I . S. Postage Stamps, fifth 
edition, istat, also your Price Catalogue of l . S. Revenue S tam ps, fourth 
edition, 1880. To say that I am  n< ff pleased with them  expresses m y 
appreciation of tJie catalogues mill lit/,

Kvery dealer or eolltelnr of C. S. adhesives should possess them  as 
they are tlie most exhaustive catalogues published upon these two most 
im portant topics of American philately. (). I>. W a l b k id g e .

Marsells, III.

I have made Use of and carefully examined all of your catalogues, 
both Revenue and Postage, and find them  the most complete and  com
prehensive of any  that I have seen.

One great feature is the milHnietrk- sizes of Stamps.
Somerville, Mass. .Jo h n  A. W i i i t n k v .

I fmd it one of the very best and plainest I have seen, especially 
t lie envelopes. ( ‘h a s . E. Osborn .

I'liila., Pa.

1 am more than pleased with it. It is the most complete an d  com
prehensive I . .'■a Catalogue published and  no collector ought to do w ith
out It. \V. F r e n c h .

Hurl laud, W ash. Ter.

I consider it the best catalogue of l . s .  Stamps I have examined.
Rismark, Dak. *• T, \V. MAGIM..

It i> very h a n d s o m e  b e s id e s  a very interesting and instructive book.
Whitby, Canada. ( i. W. Da r t x i l l , J r.

I am very much pleased with t lie catalogue. It is just perfect.
Sm i111port, Pa. K. I.. St o iid a r t .

Think  it (tic lu st I have seen. f ¡rouge ODKbi..
Necdliam, \|ass.

I consider y o u r  catalogue perfect. W. <i. L ac  KENT,
Brooklyn, N. V.

I Inni it very compiti«. I I knkv P. S auk.
New Ila veli.

It surprised me oli accollili of its low prieealnl t h e g r e u t  HUlOllllt of 
care expemleil upon it. The (iovernmeiit eould not give  a  better list 
ami dtsciiption of its issiies, |{. s .  H amht.kton.

Ululalo, N v .

\  olir posi agi and ivveii in- catalogne* werr duly veeeived. I prize 
l lit ui very highly. The pages «Icvoteil io thè Siate issile* in thè reve- 
ntu* «vii a loglio eonluttiing inl'oiuiatioii <>f colisiderahle valile.

Portsmouth, X, H W. P. Yot.xu.
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1 received a copy of you r catalogue ■ ot h edition I am very much 
pleased with it as 1 find a great deal of information iu it about U, 8. 
stamps which cannot he gathered out of any o th e r  catalogue. 

Baltimore. John A. T i i a u i e Lmkk.

Your catalogue has been received and ain well pleased with it.
.Seven Mile, Ohio. W. \Y. W a i .tkk .

After a careful esam inatiou I find your Catalogues of Id S. Postage 
Stamps as good or better than any 1 have examined for advanced stamp 
collectors, and consider it 'indispensable to all who take an interest in 
the collection of rare and ordinary l \  8. postage stam ps for sale or col
lections. Respectfully, Mil,i,ten.

Flag. ( >hio.

I have mot yet had time to carefully inspect your catalogues, hut 
have seen enough to satisfy me that  much more accurate data upon the 
subject of I*. S. stamps and envelopes can he found iu these catalogues 
than in an y  which 1 have yet examined.

Etna, Pa, N. Sv a s u .

I am more than  pleased with it, as it will-he of great value to me,
Sycamore, ill. V kknon A. A i .ke .v

It is a fine one and covers the field more completely than any I 
1 mve k n o w n . J . X . M o ns k.

Lexington, Mass.

I th in k  it is well worth the price.
Mansfield, Ct. Khwakh  T. W kkh,

Our society has tendered you a uuananitnous vote of tlianks for your 
catalogue. Ma i ' kick P .  L e v y .

Xew Milford Conn. See'y Xew Milford Phil. Soc.

On behalf of the men of the 1!. I. Phil,  Society 1 th an k  you fo ra  
new edition so soon. It is a sign of prosperity w hich  I am  pleased to 
see. I am very glad you have put in the Confederates as a legitimate 
part  of a U. 8. collection, in fact, the most interesting part.

Providence, It I, K. B. H a nk s , President It. i. P. 8.

Your Catalogue of U. 8. Revenue Stamps came duly to hand. It
may interest you to know that 1 have used j o u r  catalogues as m y
standards for U. 8. stamps, both postage and revenue,- for several y ea rs ; 
in "fact, ever since I knew  of you. T he description of stamps, especially 
the postage, of which * Uncle 8 a m ” does not allow you to use cuts, is 
very clear to me. Yours very truly, A K. Mi Co u kk i .e.

Hartford, Conn.
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They are carefully gotten lip, ami their scieulitical {if i may use 
the term in this case) arrangement will make their use a necessity to 
t he philatelic, world at large. I therefore* wish them the success they 
so well deserve. ft. i»k I.ai iissk.

Han Francisco, (Jal.

1 ours are ahead  of all in every respect.
Lew iston, Me. F. A. W r i g h t .

I t  is the most complete and  perfect I have ever seen, and  I would 
no t  sell it for double Its cost if i could not get another.

Hartford, Ct. Fred . F. B ennett .
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From the Weekly Edition of the New York 
World, May 19th, 1886.

For the values of old stamps, correspondents should 
consult the catalogues of dealers. The World cannot give the prices 
unless the stamps are sent, as there are variations of color and die that 
m ay m ake a s tam p worth only one cent or fully $100. It  does not wish 
to receive them, on account of the danger of loss. Catalogues cost -•"> 
cents each. K. B. Sterling, of Trenton, N. J . ,  publishes th e  best cata
logue of American stamps, hut his catalogue does not give the price of 
foreign stamps. « * * The price charged by dealers for can
celled American stamps of th e  common issues are as follows :

18*.I. 1 c e n t . B in e ..................... .. .......................... s in
u it r e d ................................................. nl

1.S50. • i i 1 b r o w n ........................................ *> òn

1 855. in 4 <1 g r e e n .......................................... Jo
1851. i^ I t b l a c k .......................................... ................................. 1 1 HI

1800. 34 I I l i b i c i ............................................ .............................  h i (HI
1 857. 1 I t b in e  ............................................ Ilo

I t 11 r e d .......... .................... ............................ ni
t 4 0 I t b r o w n  ......................................................... III»
1 l in 11 g r e e n ............................................................... i.j
t  ( 13 i t b l a c k ............................. ................................ òli

1800. 31 11 l i b i c i ............... .................................................. "ill
1 ( :;<> I I o r a n g e . . .............................................. oil
f 1 on I* b l u e ............. .................................. no

1801. l 11 b l u e * . . . . . . . ................................................. ii-j

180.*!. *» I I b l a c k ............................................................... n j
1801. ;; I I r e d ........................................................................ in

4 1 • » 4 t s c a r l e t . . . . . ............. .................. .................................  in (HI
11 Ó 41 y e l l o w  .............. .................  . . . • * 50
U r> 11 b r o w n ..................................... . là
i t "> 11 red  b r o w n ............................ O'
11 In 14 g r e e n * ........................................ or,
“ 13 1 4 b l a c k ........................................ I ’,

1800. IO * * 44

1801. 34 41 l i l a c .................................. ......... Jo
11 30 4 1 o r a n g e ....................................... .50
I t no b lu e ............................................. ................................  1 50



no
*—i  »—*

1 cent. nine .........................
“ L‘ “ black .............. .........
i 1

*1 * 1 red................................
O

5  “ brown................
* t ~> ‘ ‘ red brown..........  .....
11 in “ green*............... ........ .
l i  

11
it; “ 
15 “

black...........................
( 4

4 * S  “ lilac............................. •
i »

; ; u  “ orange...................
• * !»U “ blue ............................
< t • » (1 grilled rose...............

INI»!». 
11

1 “
*> 4 l

iiutr................ .............
brown ______ . .
blue.

■ 115 
02 
ill
25
50
20

S t

S t

I llll
1 mi
2 50 
5 00

10
05
o|

ii •* ii
in “ o ra n g e ..........................
12 “ g re e n ...........................
15 “ 1 trovi l i : ...................
21 <. green and  purp le* .^
:{u “ red and blue-............
Ìli» 41 blue and c a n n in e . . . ,

Tlu‘ alitivi- ui ISiai m e  ¡ill g rilled , Tin- p la in  v a r ie ty  is vvnrtli a t i t t le  less.

¡■S7ii, preseli l iV.sue, if grilled, worth from 50 emits to &2.50 each, 
according io denomination, Plain ones :

Issi. • > m i l . ( Imeniate.
Ins:;. 5 “ lirowu ..... ol

lo
25
10
50

IsTU, 0 “  carm ine.. . .
ISTI.
|S7H.

1 •

7 “ Vermillion
1-  “ p u r p l e .......
-1 “ violet. . .......
iHl “ carmino....

«

hi
Varieties as high ; v Iililercni ill-signs.

it se prie.es a re condensed from Steri i u g ’s ( 'a taloguc, and  ¡will
shmv (lie rango find give a am era i idea : but every one w ho wishes to 
know exactly what his st:ini|is an- worth slioubl huy a catalogue, with 
ihe  full di'sel i |>tion of each stump, as a slight variation in th e  die or 
i he limiting often makes a very great difference in tin* price. »Stamped 
envelopes are rarer and more precious than stamps. T he minutest 
variation in a die or the etti or size will make one worth from one 
hundred to one thousand  times more than anotbor. Xo general 
description will do. s tam p* nr originili letters or envelopes are worth 
more I liuti whoti detached.



UNITED STATES ENVELOPES, UNUSED, OCTOBER isi, 1886. “ U. S." W atermark.

U.l K. COLON. l*A I'J.Ii. 1 2 3 4 4 1 5  6 7
I

s  0 10 n 12

. • nt ltlue While............... . 5 .............., ................................  5 ......
Ambor..................... .................. 5 ............... 1

■j . f *« Plain Manilla........... A
! “ Third Amber................... .

Brown..... While........................................ 10 III • > A A ...... ft 10 10 5 5
.1 H It Amber....................................... ......  10 O ...... A A ...... A 25 lo ...............

11 .. . ( h ienlili Butt.... .................... to 15 ...............
- * . 1  l i Blue ............. In ...............
■ • u  1 1 Plain Manilla. . 10 10 |o ............... A
.• t. 11 Third Amber....... ................. 5 ...... 5 5 ...... to 10 III ...............
4 ‘■ ( i n rn ,. . White. ................................... .....  10 ... .....  25 1................
4 .. \  n ibcr . 10 ... ....... .....  25 ................
,i • • 0 Plain Manilla. ......  15 ....... 15 15 15 ..............
4 “ ......  15 ....... 15 15 15 .............

Chocolate
1 »row 11 White.. ___  10 111 .......

* i  i t 10 10 ...... •

Total number of varieties 1 i 2 s 1 12 12 1 S K 10 1 2 2
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The Standard 1887 Packets of United Stales 
Adhesive Postage and Envelope Stamps.

N E T  C A S H .

1 s t ,  1 S 6 7 .

Put up and for sale by E, B. STERLING, collector o f and dealer in United 
States Stamps o f all kinds, P. 0. Box 294. Trenton, N. J ., U. S. A.

Xo. 1 'tli'ii'f
101. 10.

Ml*. 1*:..

l*i:5. 1**.

Ini. 1*».

10*\ 10.
l*Hi. II.
107. 1.

Ills, &

100. d

mi. 10.

in . *2*.

i i j . 2».

II::.

IN . 1.

11.*». i.
mi. IS.

117. 1.

1 is. s.

mi. 1,

12«». 

i.t i

1.

i _ i .

1*22. 2"*.

\-y,. OS.

I!, \ r r , ¡ t ! Pri/' r.
U e n u in c  L ocals, in c lu d in g  A llen 's , lioyd 's , H ussey 's , Dung-

lnssj U m p ire  C ity . 4 c ., used  am i u n u se d ............ ................ . (» $ 2A
V a rio u s  issu es, ad h es iv e , Postage iKAk to  IsSJ, le. to  tide.,

used. ............................... ................ ;..... ...............................................  “ ‘ill
T e leg rap h  a n d  (express C o m p an ie s ' F ra n k s ,  in c lu d in g

W este rn  U n io n , A m eriea n  lla p h l.A e ., used a n d  u n u se d , “ Ay
In te r io r  D e p a rtm e n t, c o m p le te  se t. u n u se d , so iree , lit, to

tide..............................................................      “ J  ihi
W ur D e p a r tm e n t, se t, used a n d  scarce , e x c e p t7c...................  "  Ad

“ "  c o m p le te  se t, u n u se d , tin e  a n d  r a re    "  in n
•* “ E n v e lo p es . IsTA, P lim p to n  Series, line

la rg e  m a rg in s ,  on  b lu e , a m b e r , c ream  a n d  ru u n tlla
p a p e r, b o th  u sed  a n d  u n u s e d ....... .............................................. -  1A

Post (M ice D e p a r tm e n t E n v elo p es , line , large  m arg in« , 
co m p le te  se t o f  th e  l*7-'l R euy  Issue. 2c., tic. a n d  tie..
c a n a ry  p a p e r , u n u s e d .......  .........................................   *• Ad

P osta l S e rv ice  E n v elo p es , tine , larg e  m arg in s  on b lu e  a n d
w h ite  p a p e r , u n u sed  n n d  used ...................................................  “ lit

Old Issue E n v e lo p es , tin e , larg e  m a rg in s , 18AA to  lS7d,on
w h ile , b u t t 'a n d  c rea m , u sed ....................................................... *• .‘Ml

P lim p to n  Series o f E n v e lo p es , IX7l-S.'t, on  w h ile , a m b e r ,
c re a m , b lu e , o ran g e , faw n a n d  m a n  ilia , u se d ..................... “ AO

E nv elo p es , v a r io u s  issues rtud k in d s  o f p a p e r, used a n d
u n u se d , ISAA to  d a te , a  very  c h ea p  a n d  d es irab le  p a c k e t, “ 1 no

tie., ISCI, b u ff  e n v e lo p e , t in e  an d  ra re . He., istlti. b u ff  a n d
w h ite  e n v e lo p e ..............................        “ 7A

< 'u m p le te  se t  o f  O ctober d ie , en v e lo p e , w h ite , a m b e r , faw n ,
b lu e , u n u se d  a n d  t in e ........... ..................     “ AO

S a m e  a s  a b o v e , u se d .....  .......................  ............................... ,. “  to
C om ple te  s e t , N o v e m lrc rd ie , env elo p e , tie .and  le.. in w h ite ,
. u m b e r , faw n  a u d  b lue, u n u se d  a n d  f lu e ____ «........  •• An
S e t, N o v e m b e r d ie , 3c., w h ite , a m b e r , faw n  a n d  b lu e , used .

a n d  tin e ........... ......................          “ • In
Set, Huow .v d ie , M ay a n d  J u n e  im p re s s io n s .?e., in  w h ite ,

a m b e r ,  law n  a n d  b lu e , u n u se d , ra re  a n d  t in e ......,............  "  I All
Set, red , re to u c h e d  N o v em b er d ie, tn  2c., w h ite , a m b e r  a n d

faw n , b lue , tine  a n d  u n u se d ........................................................  •* An
Set J u ly ,  I SSI, d ies  e n tire , u n u sed  en v e lo p es tn  w h ite ,

u m b er, faw n  a n d  b lue , ra re  ...................... .... “  2A
A1., a n d  2 l in k , e n tire , u n u sed , en v elo p es , J u n e  rem its,

* w h ite , a m b e r , faw n a n d  b lue, v e ry  ra re . .............................  “  I AO
I 'm is e d  D e p a r tm e n ts— A g ric u ltu re . In te r io r , N av y , Post

O tliee, M late. T re a su ry  an il W a r—a  ra re  a n d  tine  l o t ...... “  non
I' in isrd  I SSI, P . s .  w in k , e n v e lo p es , le., 2c.. le. a n d  Ac., c o m 

p le te  se t. a ll  sizes an d  co lo rs o f p a p e r, a  sp len d id  lin e  
u n d  v e ry  c h e a p ........... ............... .............. ...............  ......................  •• Ann
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THE STANDARD 1887 RACKETS OF

Rare and Obsolete U. S. Revenues.
NET CASH.

1 s t ,  1 8 3 7 .

J>s&“ These Packets contain really good, fine an«I rare Stamps that 
cannot be bought tor double their  value from our retail price lists—have 
been greatly in dem and, and  large numbers have been sold during the 
past year. I am constantly adding large quantities 8. Revenues to 
my stock, hence can always give bargains in this line, and improved 
the variety of th e  Stamps contained in these packets, so th a t  collectors 
will find a splendid assortment to s tart  their Revenue Collections at a 
small outlay.
-V». V oiie tirs, /v ie ,
121. 10 D o cu m en t S tam p . 1st se ries , u n p e rf.. Ir. to  si..-*)..,,....... ........................  «. -j im
12-"*. •"> “ “ -* p a r t  perf., 2. to  7<ie....................... .........1 :,u
I2n. At •• •• •* perf.. lc. to  Ss7.. ......... .................................  I m
127. !•* *• *• 2d series , lo. to  $7......................................................... . ] on
I2S. .7 "  •• 3d series,, to. to  S7............. ...... ..... ....... ...... .......... .. 7;,
I2M. ! •' “ t th  a n d  -7th se ries , in c lu d in g  2c. Roulette«!,,.. . tu t)
130. Jo P r o p r ie ta ry  •• 1st, 2d a n d  3d. se ries , Je. to  Ilk* ..................... ....... . .71
121. -I M atch  •* o n  p la in  o ld  p a p e r ....................................... ..................  1 00
132. In “  on  s ilk  th re a d  p a p e r  , ....... .........................................  t 01
133. 3 •* •• on  p in t, p a p e r ....................  .................................. .",0
t o .  .3 M ed icine  " on  p la in  oh t palter... ....................... ..................,.....  1 7 1
13K. I’> “  " on. s ilk  th read , p a p e r .................. .................................  j no
137. a  •• on  p in k  p a p e r ................... .................... .........................  2 to
I:>s. It> •• -- on  w a te rm a rk  p a p e r ................... ........... ................ . t\
130, I 'ls iy in g  c a rd  *■ o ld , s ilk , p in k  a n d  w a te rm a rk  p a p e r ......... ..............   1 nrl
ltd. In C a lifo rn ia  om l N evada  re v e n u e ........         -j o i
111. In S h o e , e o lta r  a n d  o th e r  license  s ta m p s ...... . ............. ............  Vi
112. 2P K n li r e  s ta m p e d  edieeks, in red . Idnek, o ra n g e , e te  , ,.....„ ......................  j oi
11.3. iii Cut •• *• -- •- v a rio u s  issues, ra re  .70
HI, a  H are  Drools, lJoeiim ein  S ta m p s .................................... ................................  | in
1.4.7. .7 “  '• M ateli S ta m p s  ............................................ .......................... ' j  1,1
1-Si. 7 “ * M ed icine  S ta m p s ........................................................    j  in
117, -7 •• •• P ro p r ie ta ry  .S tam p s.......... ...............................................  2 «»»
US. 3 “  -• .70e.. f l  a n d  M P ro p r ie ta ry  s t a m p s ............ ........................ . 1 n
H it 2.7 *■ “  M ateh . M ed icin e . D o cu m en t. C ard an d  IT o p r le ta ry

S ta m p s ..................... . ......... . ...................................  |n  «Hi

T h e s e  S t a m p s  a r c  in  t in -  l im  st o r d e r ,  a n d  l p r i d e  m y s e l f  u p o n  
s e n d i n g  m il s u c h  S t a m p s  u s  w i l l  b p  a n  o r n a m e n t  to  a n t  C o l le e t i o n .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,  E .  I t. S T E R L I N G ,
< 'ulln for o f  mul Jlrnlei in I 'n ite l State# Stain])* o f  all ICintls.

T h e n  ton, N .  J., 1 '.  S . A .P , O . B o x  - i l l .



Gummed Paper
FOR MOUNTING STAMPS.

22X27 INCHES.

Full) endorsed by ilie leading Collectors as superior to all other 
gummed paper in the market.

it is just what every one needs lor mounting their Stamps* and 
the hinges can be cut to any desired length.

'l’he paper is known as Union Skin, and the gum will not injure 
or discolor the Stamps.

It should be in the hand of e v e n - Collector, for, once used, you 
i annot do without it.

• A  A l i l l i m e t r i e  S e a l e
^ _______ _______  it At  _____________________

I OH MKASI  H I N C  K N V K I . n l ' KS ,  Po s t  « M i l » .  HKV K M  KS ANI»  P o s T A O K  

S T A M P S .  P K I N T K H  <»N <*AI(h l iOAKl* W I T H  KYKIJ ' IT TO H A N G  
I P  ON I »KS K . M i l .  B E ST  T H I N « !  H I T  IN T H I S  P I N K ,

AS Y o r  H K T  U K M t r  IMAVN TO T I I K  KIKIK 
KVKIiY T I M  K*

P R IC E --T E N  C EN TS EACH,
OR. SIXTY CENTS PER DOZEN IN ASSORTED COLORS.

J ia r J U S T  W H A T  Y O U  N E E D !  E V E R Y  C O L L E C T O R  
S H O U L D  H A V E  O N E .

a d d r e s s : E, B ,  Ster l ing ,
DEALER IN UNITED STATES STAMPS OF ALL KINDS,

■ P .  O B o x ,  T r e n t o n ,  N . J .
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pA  PEI! CENT DISCOUNT on all Cash Orders of $10.00 

t lv  and upwards to July 1st, 1887. Revenue Stamps selected

Kit  031 THK

FOURTH EDITION OF STERLING'S DESCRIPTIVE

P R I C E  C A T A L O G U E

OF T H E  U N I T E D  STATES,
JIKSC R I D I N G ,  WI T H  l*KI CK,  O V E H

1600 Varieties  of  Stamps ,
I s  Document, P roprietary, Ma t c h , M atch W rappers , M edicine , 

P laying  Ca o s , P roofs, S urcharges, U nskvekkd 
Pa ir s , and  other Oddities.

B Y  F A R  T H E  L A R G E S T  A N D  M O S T  C O M P L E T E  L I S T  E V E R  I S S U E D .

M B b S W -
E D I T I O N . ♦s*Jl&J'

J T K L I S H K I »  A N D  C O M P I L E D  I»Y

E. B. STERLING,
C o llec to r  of a n d  D e a le r  in  U n i te d  S t a t e s  S t a m p s  o f  a ll  K in d s ,  fo r

C o l lec t io n s  O nly ,

P. 0. BOX 294, TRENTON, N. J., U. S, A,

Price, 2 5 c .— Post-Free.
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REFERENCE LIST
Oh' T H  E

OLI) ^TAMPED PAPER
Oh' T H E

XJr- iteci States.

1 7 5 5  T O  1 8 4 5 ,

C O M P IL E D  A N D  P U D I .I S II K D  BY

EL B . STEI2LIITG-,

Collector of and Dealer in United States Stamps Only.

2?. C. 3 0 Z  2 9 4 ,

T R E N T O N ,  NE W J E R S E Y ,  U. S.  A.

PRICE 5 CENTS.

I uni prepared to furnish all kinds of Rare and  Common United 
Stales Stamped Paper of every description, such as Notes, Checks, 
Bills o f  Lading, I nsurunce Policies, Drafts, Receipts, <ke ,

Parties in need of certain varieties will find it to their  advantage 
to send m e their list of wants, as my stock «s large and  fine and  com
prises every th ing  in th e  line, a t prices th a t  cannot be undersold.

Send for m y various Catalogues and Cists describing just  w hat you 
want. Respectfully,

K. B. S T E R U N U .



S T E R L I N G ’S
S T A N D A R D  D E S C R I P T I V E  A N D  P R I C E

CATALOGUE
o k  'i 'l l  i:

OF Till-; UNITED STATES ONLY.

S I X T H  1 0  S f  e d i t i o n .

D e s c r i b in g  O v e r  1 , 0 0 0  V a r ie t i e s

In  A d h e s i v e s , E n v e lo p e s .  W r a p p e r s , L e t t e r  S h e e t s , P o s t a l s . P o s t a l  a n d  M e t a l 
l ic  C u rre n c y ,  T e l e g r a p h  S t a m p s ,  th e  I s s u e s  of th e  S o u th e r n  C o n 

fed e racy  a n d , a l s o ,  th e  S t a n d a r d  R e fe r e n c e  L i s t  of th e  P r i v a te  
L o c a l  P o s t a g e  S t a m p s ,  b y  H r .  W .  H .  M itch e l l .

C O M  P i  L E D  A N D  P U B L I S H E D  B Y

M ember o f  the Xc-.e J V w r  U U tu r k i l  Satiety, T ru itt,-  e f  th e  A m e , ,\a „  //„ /« te n , A „ ,u iu tia n  
Member o f  the N a tio n a l P h ila te lic  Society e f  X cw  Y ork , Q uaker City Philatelic  

Society o f  P h iladelph ia , A m erican  X u m itm a tic  a m i A rch  celogical 
Society o j  J \e iv  ) o rk t a n ti other Associations.

P O. BOX 294.

TRENTON, N. J., U. S. A.

Price, 25c.—Post-Free.


