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PREFA CE

This catalogue Inis been compiled on the following principle :
·* That the pet per or  other műtermi ott whteh 

I’ittNCll’LH itu itiniJhesree * stump is impresseli Joes not 
of form part o f  the stump. " This principle may

сом Fi lation* be best illustrated by taking two envelopes, one 
of which is franked with an adhesive stamp and 

the other with an impressed stamp. If we take away in each 
ease the envelope, we find that there is left in one case a stamp 
consisting of impression, paper and gum, and in the other merely 
an impression without greater substance than a thin film ol ink. 
In the case of an adhesive stamp, paper and gum are given in with 
it, but in the ease of the impressed stamp only the impression is 
supplied, as, except in rare cases, the purchaser must supply his 
own stationery or pay for that supplied by the Post Office.

It follows from this principle ;
(it) That tinadhcsive impressions on coloured paper are not 

thereby constituted varieties, but are to be avoided (as in the case 
nf a stained adhesive stamp) as the true colour of the impression is 
injured.

Ih) That when two or more impressions are made on the same 
piece of paper, they no more constitute a distinct variety than 
would two or more adhesive stamps gummed to one piece of paper.

The collection of tmadhesivc stamps impressed on small squares ol 
white paper is recommended because :

why (« ) It 's an impossibility to collect the inipres-
iMi'HKSSioNS sion without any paper at all. 
should ок (Л) л  small white margin improves the appear- 
cur solaio-: ance.

(c) It is the general practice,amongst stamp 
collectors of all countries to collect unadhesive stamps cut square 
(we do not speak here of stationery collectors). Of course, before 
cutting a stamp from a piece of stationery, it should be ascertained 
whether it has a greater value entire to a stationery collector than 
cut to a stamp collector.

ł The term "  unadhestve ” has been adopted, not because it is the most 
accurate, but because it is most likely .to convey our meaning clearly.
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(tl) The inclusion o f the entire paper or envelope on which the 
stamp is impressed converts the stamp collection into a collection 
of either stamps + waste paper, or, if the paper be classified as 
well as the stamp, into a collection o f stamped stationery, which 
is the province of the stationery collector and not o f the stamp 
collector.

This is a catalogue of stamps compiled for stamp collectors and the 
classification is therefore based on the stampsand 

plan of not on the documents to which they are attached. 
CATALOGUE Although this book is described on its title page as 

a catalogue o f ·· Unadhesive Postage Stamps," 
it has been decided to give both the words “  Postage ”  and 
·· Stamps ’ ’ a wider signification than would he expected from their 
respective definitions in the dictionary. The word '· stam ps”  has 
been extended to include the Mulready designs, whilst the word 
“  postage "  has been taken to include stamps issued for the purpose 
of collecting postal fees, such as those of registration. The chapter 
dealing with varieties o f restricted franking power has heen added, 
as many collectors arc interested in them, hot we do not consider 
their presence necessary in a collection, although they are occasion 
ally of value, in throwing a side light on the history o f a die.

The general plan of the catalogue may be gathered from the 
Table of Contents.

Unfortunately but very little information from the official records 
at Somerset Mouse has yet been made public, and 

official, although the necessary permission has been courtc- 
KECOKDS. ously granted by the Hoard o f Inland Revenue, it is 

to he feared that a long period must elapse before 
the information will be ready for publication. We have therefore 
decided not to delay any longer the publication o f the present 
edition, which has been under consideration already nearly two 
years.

In the absence of a general philatelic index, very few references 
to other publications have been made ; in fact, there is very little 
information of value to looit for, as hitherto the subject has 
always been treated from the point of view  of the stationery 
collector and the variations in the stamps left severely 
alone. Reference has chiefly been made to the Rnğlish 
Specialists' Journal (1895-97), lin e n 's  Weekly C ircu la r (1897 
99), l iv e  и 's Weekly Stamp News (1899 to ilåte) and to the 
Author’s private collection. The chapter relating to stationery 
surcharged for use in the Colonies has been extended by the aid of 
Messrs. Senf Bros.’ well-known catalogue, from which most of 
the prices in that section are taken. I have also to express my 
indebtedness to Mr. Oswald Marsh for allowing me to inspect his 
collection and stock and for furnishing a number of dates earlier
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than those I had succeeded in finding : also to a wide circle of 
readers of Kw cn's Weekly Stump News who have furnished me 
with most of the earliest postmarks of the Edwardian dies.

It should be stated that the prices are not based on anyone's 
selling prices, hut are intended to reflect the comparative rarity 
of the various stamps, as judged by the difficulty I have had in 
tinding a page o f each (more or less) for my private collection.

In conclusion, I express the hope that critics wHl treat the work 
leniently, as it is a pioneer effort, dealing with a subject that is 
almost entirely new.

H . I . 'E s t u .w o i ·: K w k n .

Norwood, 17.8.05.
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PART I.

Mulready

Envelopes and Letter Sheets.

¡810, May 6th. For the letter-sheets, design as illustrated ; for 
the envelopes the same design without the postal regulations at 
the sides.

Entire,
Id, black.

1 (a) Envelope ..............................................
2 (b) better-sheet

2d. blue.
3 (a) Envelope
4 (b) better-sheet

Both envelopes and letter-sheets were printed 
and were made of Dickinson paper—wove with silk thread

Unused, Used.
10 0 15 0
30 0 50 0

10 0 10 0
20 0 40 1)

1 in sheets of 12

Period  o f use.—The .Mulready stationery met with ridicule fruiti 
the public, and the unsold stocks were withdrawn from the Post 
Offices in 1841 and destroyed. An immense number of caricatures 
appeared during that period, for a description of which reference is 
recommended to The Mulretidy Rnvelapc ilin i Us Caricatures (by 
Major Evans, published 1891).

Die-N iniihers.* — Each die had a separate number, which was 
engraved just over the rectangular design inscribed “ POSTAGE. 
Twelve dies placed together formed a plate for printing purposes. 
The following die-numbers are known :

•The author would he skid to hear from collectors or others havind the 
folli,wind for disposal Id, covers, dies Ili- 37, 411, 43, 44. 219, 220, 221, 224 . 242, 
252; Id. envelopes, dies 133, 194, 275. 277, 285, 2N7, 303. 305, and, of course, any 
numbers not yet listed.
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( i )  id. Covers,, letter “ A "  (R om u n ).

! 2 — 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 — — 14 15 1« 17 18 19 _
lil 22 23 24 25 26 27 — _ 30
31 — — 34 35 36 37 — _ 40
— 42 43 44 — — 47 — _ 50
sı — — S4 — — 57 — __ _
— — 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70
71
81

— — — — 76 77 78 79 SO

( i i )  2d. Covera, tetter “  :ii "  (R om un ).
90

01 92 — 94 95 96 
— 103 104 105

97 98 99 —

(  i l i )  ld. Huv i.'loftes. tetter ·· A " (  l  till ie ) ·

131 132 133 134 135 136 137 138 139 140
141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150
151 — 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160
161 162 163 164 165 166 167 ___ ___ 170

— 172 173 174 175 176 177 178 179 ISO
181 182 183 — — 186 187 ___ 189 ___

— — 193 194

( iv . )  2d. .Envelopes, letter · 1 “ к ”  ( I ta l ic ) .

201 202 203
195 196 197 198 199 

208 209
200
210

(v . )  Id. Covers, continued :—
219 220

221 — 223 224 226 — 228 229 230
231 232 233 234 235 236 237 238 239 240
241
251

242
252

243 244
254

246
2,55

247 — 249 250

(v i . ) Id. E n w  lopes, con tinued : —

275 —  277 278 __ _
-- - -- 284 285 287 — —

— 293 — — 298 —

— 302 — 305 — — — — —

—  —  .— — — —  —  — -- ___

321
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Mulready envelopes and letter-sheets were printed in blocks of 
twelve, three rows of four, and it would be interesting to know how 
the various plates were made use of. Up to the time of going to 
press, we have only obtained information o f the following : —

Id. Cover. Id. Cover.
25 19 30 26 57 64 63 34
16 21 24 27 50 67 65 66
23 22 18 17 54 69 68 35

2d. Cover. Id. E nvelope.
92 90 97 104 133 134 173 141
»4 103 96 105 132 135 138 142
95 98 99 91 131 136 139 140 ?

Id. Envelope. Id. E nvelope.
167 165 158 170 172 175 164 174
162 160 155 159 182 181 176 177
163 157 161 166 179 178 180 189

2d. E nvelope.
196 200 199 195
203 202 201 198
210 197 209 208

For most of the information relating to this section, the author 
İs indebted to Major Evans.
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ISSU ES OF T H E  REIGN OF Q U EEN  V ICTORIA . 

II,—General or Envelope Series.

Ы.
1872-1902.

Id.
1841-1902.

2£d.
1876-1902.

3d.
1859-1902.

2d.
1841-1902.

4d.
1855-1902.

6



id .
1870-1878.

V, — P o s t c a r o  

ld.
1870-1878.

S k r ik s .

Ή
1875-1870.

Ud.
1879-1892.



I SS U HS O F TH H  REIG N  OF KING E D W AR D  V II. 

I I .— General or E nvelope Series .

id·
Since 1902.

'

!

Id.
Since 1902.

l$d.
Since 1902.

6d.
Since 1902.

1 Od.
Since 1902.

2d.
Since 1902.

1/-
Since 1902.

8



III , — R e g is t r a t io n  E n v e l o p e  S e r i e s .

3d.
Since 1902.
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PART II.

I.—T H E  G E N E R A L  OR “  E N V E LO P E  "  STAM PS.

Section 1.—Issues of the Reign of Queen V ictoria.
These stamps are of ten values, and were used principally fur 

stamping envelopes, letter-sheets and various other postal covers 
and papers. The id. value was also used for stamping post cards 
and certificates of posting; the 6d., 1 Od. and 1/- for telegram 
forms, and the 2d. and 4d., during a short period, on registration 
envelopes.

The first dies* were of the values of Id. and 2d., and were 
employed in 1841 to stamp envelopes and letter-sheets sold by the 
post office. In 1855 the right to provide their own paper and 
envelopes for stamping was conceded to the public, three new 
values of 4d., fid. and I/- being brought into use and subsequently 
others. From 1855 till recently all the dies employed were dated, 
but latterly this practice has been abandoned. It is worthy of 
note that the fid., I Od. and 1/- values are o f the same type as the 
three embossed adhesive stamps issued in 1847-54.

HALFPENNY.
For the first few years this value was used exclusively in 

stamping post cards at Somerset House at the order of the 
public, who supplied the material. In October 1877, and again 
in December 1880. it was employed in stamping certificates of 
posting. Erom 1884 to 1892, the dies o f this value were not 
employed, but since this latter date the colour has been changed 
and they are new used for various purposes.

I .-P 0 8 T  OFFICE SERIES (1893-1902}.
The unnumbered dies were employed solely for stamping 

envelopes solil through the agency of the Post Office. The various 
dies arc quite indistinguishable, as they very rarely show any signs 
o f wear.

Unused. Used.
S. d. s. d.

5 id . vermilion, no die No. (2.1.93) ... ... 0 2 0 1
6 id. green, no die No. (20.3.01 ?) ... 0 2 0 1

* With rare exceptions, all dies have their die-number embossed at the hase of
the bust, either with or without the initials of tile engraver, WAV. (William Wyon).
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II.— SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES (1870-1902).

The dies in use ;it Somerset House have always been numbered, 
except for a short time during I893-94. when the letters “  SH * *’ 
were substituted. In the first cijţlit dies tbe curl at the back of 
the head is almost detached.

F irs t group, nuth scnti-tU’Uicluul cu rl um l w ith tlit’-ii tun bers.
Unused. Uscii,

s. d. 8. d.
4d. pink, undated, with dle-number.

7 Die I (17.6.72* to 5.82 ?) .........................  »  9» 0 6
(it) no traces of wear have been observed.

8 Die 2 (19.4.82 ? to 8.83 ?l ... ... 2 0 I (’
(«/) short dash slanting upwards and attached 

to the left side of the vertical stroke of 
the T  of *' postage “

(fit small dot under hrst N of ** halfpenny.”

9 Die 3 (6.82 ? tu 8.33 ?) ......................... lo 0 3 H
(ol dot under left crossbar of T  of “ Postage." 
(h) dot under KP of ” halfpenny.”
(c) dot under PH of ** halfpenny.

10 Die 4 (9.83 ? tu 31.3.84 ?) ......................... 1(1 0 3 (i
(iti No traces of wear have been observed.

11 Die 5 (9.S3 ? to 31.3.84 ?) ......................... ID 0 3 t

( « )  small ilut under 1·' nf "halfpenny" in later
impressions.

12 Die ti (unknown in pink).
13 Die 7 (11.7.84 ? to ---- ?l ......................... 60 0 40 Ü

14 Die 8 (unknown in pink).

Ąd. vermilion, undated, with die-number.
15 Die ft (9.12.92 ? to 10.93 ? j ......................... 4 0 1 «

(o) dot N .W . of A of “ half/’
(ft) two dots under right ornament.
(i f dot near chin.
(</> dots under LK  of ·· halfpenny.” 
ie) two dots under N of “ halfpenny."
(/ ) dot over (» of ·* Postage."

Ιβ Die 7 (unknown in vermilion).

17 Die 8 ( .93 ? to 2.94 ?) ......................... H> <> 3 <’
(u ) dot at back of neck, over GK of "  Postage."

Dates.— From 1.4.84 to ISH‘2, the 4d. dies were not employed for 
. ny purpose. Stamping envelopes, etc., at Somerset House with

•The dates without a query are official, whilst those with a query are the 
rliest dates of postmark which have yet been observed, 

f Prices.—The prices are for specimens w ith legible die-numbers. Dies 3,4 and
• .ire very rare in such condition. All prices throughout the Catalogue are subject
to wide fluctuation.
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dies of this value is sani to have commenced about 10.92, but the 
earliest date we have noticed is 9,12.92.

Marks o f W ear.— Most dies may be identified by means of slight 
defects in the design or by marks of wear, w hich sometimes become 
very plain. The latter are o f course absent from early impressions, 
which generally, however, have the compensating advantage of 
clearer die-numbers.

Colour and Paper.—The colour is almost invariably a very pale 
pink, but some of the Certificates of Posting were stamped in a 
brighter shade. Die 1. can alone be obtained on paper, but it is 
quite easy to thin down the impressions on card, as the layers of 
paper forming the card peel ott readily without injuring the im­
pression, provided o f course the operation is not performed too 
liberally.

SECOND CROUP, WITH “ S.H." INSTEAD OF NUMBER.
CURL 80LID.

In 18911 a new hatch of dies was made and instead of a die- 
number the letters “  S .H ." (·· Somerset House ” ) were engraved 
at the base of the bust. These dies show a great many marks by 
which they may be readily separated from one another. Sis 
varieties have been found and as the numbered dies ended with
N o .  8 
“  S .H .

and  ree< »m m en eed  w ith  N o  
d ie s  w e r e  N o s . 9 , 10, 11, 12

. 15, it is 

. 13. 14.
su p p osed

Unused, 
s. d.

th a t  th e

Used, 
s. d.

J il. v e r m il io n ,  u n ita te li, w ith  “  S> .H . "

18 D ie  9 ? (3 1 .7 .93  ? t o  1.94 ?) .. 10 0 7 8

(»0 dot opposite forehead. 
ih) dot over A (* of “  postane.*’ 
(c| dot at N \V. corner o f H of 
(«/) dot over A o f ·· postage." 
(e) dots in front o f neck, etc.

postage."

19 D ie  10 ? ( 12. 1.94 5 to  3.94 ?! ... 10 0 3 0

(</) dot between P and К of ·· halfpenny.*' 
(/») dot between A and 1« o f ·· postage.'* 
(cl dot between left ornament and Hose- 
(«0 dot S .W . o f left ornament, etc.

20 D ie  11 ? ( 18. 1.94 ? to  3.94 ?) ... 10 0 2 0

(a ) dot at back o f neck.
(h) dot under H of “  Halfpenny, 
(e) dot between К of ** postage ’ * and hair, etc

21 D ie  12 ? (22 .2.94 ? to  4.94 ?) .. . U ) 0 5 <i

(*/) dot under right foot o f "  halfpenny.

22 D ie  13 ? ( 11.4.94 ? t o  5.94 ?) ... 10 0 2 0

(i/) dot or scratch near top o f curl opposite 
top o f right*hand ornament.

(h) two dots under Hrst N of ** halfpenny.** 
(c) dot at back of neck. etc.
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Unused.
S. d.

Die 14 ? (Two stiltes ?).
'JU 1st suite ? (18.4.94 ? to 5.94 ?) .............. 7 (i

(•i) two or three Jots, in form t»f trumnie, to 
left of right ornament.

(Λ) dot in fr«»nt of nose.
(c) one or two dots under chin.
|i/| dot near throat.
<e) two dots in front of chin.
{ / )  dot in front of eye.
(jg) dot halfway between chin and left orna* 

ment. etc·

Used, 
a.  d.

1 6

24 'Jnd state ? (7.5.94 ? to 7.94 ?) ... ... 5 0 1 0
(nil dot near eye.
(η) four dots, one below the other, round left 

side of right ornament.
(o) two dots under KP of "  halfpenny.“
( p) dot over <i of “ postage.“

Dú·-it tını bars.— As already stated the above dies do not bear 
their numbers and although they are probably dies 9 to 14 it is not 
known for certain which is which.

Colour.— The shade of vermilion is practically uniform.
Murks o f  WV.tr. Under each die-number we give the most 

prominent marks which develop on the .lies. Fortunately, the 
dies are very rarely met without one or more of these marks.

THIRD CROUP, WITH DIE NUMBERS. CURL SOLID.
Early in 1894 the system of numbering the dies was resumed, 

the earliest number of the new series which is known being No. 15. 
The series was continued without further change, except as 
regards colour, down to 1902, when it was superseded by that with 
the head o f King Edward.

4d. vermilion, undated, with die-number.
25 Die 15 (7.7.94 ? to 9.94 ?) ......................... 40 0 20 0

Usually m» murks. In lute impressions :—
( « 1 1 dot at foot between C) und S of "  Postage. “
</»> dot at back of neck.
(c) two dots between curl and ornament.
(«/) dot N N W  nf A uf "  Postage.“
(»·) two faint dots opposite К o f "  Postage.“
( ƒ ) faint dots between A and (i of "  Postage.“

26 Die 16 (6.11.94 ? to 11.94 ? ) ............  60 0 40 0
(<f) two very faint dots N.K. of <î o f "  postage.'*
(6) dot close under right ornament.
(c) faint dot between nose and H «if ** halfpenny.“

27 Die 17 (3.8.94 ? to 11.94 ? ) .............  20 0 5 0
(ti) white dot halfway between throat and P of 

“  postage.**
(h) faint dots over О and К of “ postage."

28 Die 18 (23.7.94 ? to 11.94 ? ) ............  20 0 5 0
(o ) dot in front of eye.
(b) dot between top bar of right ornament and rim 

of stamp.
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Unused. Used
s. ű, s. d.

29 Die 19 (9.11.94 ? to — .96 ? ) ......................... 3 0 0 6
(л) 1894 state, marks a to c.
(в) 1896 M ,, g, h.
(c) 1897 ,, ,, m to o.

(a) dot between chin and 1* o f “ postage *' (1894).
\h) dot to left of upper tip of right ornament,
(c) dot between (» of “ postage “ and curl.
(g ) dot close «ver bridge of nose (18%).
(h ) dot W .N .W , of upper tip of right ornament.
(ш) large dot over PC) of “ postage ” (1897).
Oil large scratch over A of “ postage.“
(o) dot N .W , of right ornament, etc.

30 Die 20 (21.1.95 ? to 4.95 ?) ... ... ... 20 0 5 0
(if) dot S.B. оf T «if “ postage.”

31 Die 21 (12.1.95 ? to 11.95 ?) ... ... ... 0 9 0 4
(a ) 1894 state, marks с/ to c,
(в) 1896 ,, ,, no marks observed.

(</) dot under right ornament (18%).
(6) dot SAW  of foot of left ornament.
(с) и/>г»и/8.95; dot attached to lower edge of loop 

of P of “ postage.'*
((f) ditto*, second dot to left of dot if.
(e) about 9.95 ; prominent white scratch con­

necting lowest bar of right ornament 
with rim of stamp.

No marks, impression quite clear (1896).

32 Die 22 (16.2.95? to 12.97?) .............. 0 9 0 3
(a ) 1895 state, marks ¡t to d.
(в) 1897 „  „  m, it.

(ii) dot under A of “ halfpenny” (1895).
(/>) dot close under chin.
(c) ami of 1896, two dots at back of neck.
[tl) stop after Hrst N of “ halfpenny.”
(mi) faint dot over OH of “  postage "  (1897),
(m) dot under H of “ halfpenny.”

33 Die 23 (30,1.96 ? to 4.98 ? )......................... 0 6 0 3
(л) 1896 state, marks и to t\
(и) 1897 ,f ,, m to o,

(a) dots at back of head (1896).
(/*) dot N .W . of upper tip of right ornament.
(c) dot S.H. of lower tip of left ornament.
(mi ) dot S.B. of H of “ halfpenny” (1897).
(if) dot N .E, of A of “ postage.”
(o) dot in front of tip of nose.

34 Die 24 (12.12.95 ? to 11.96 ?) ... .. . 0 9 0 4

(if) one or two dots under curl.
(b) various dots under ENN of “ halfpenny.”

35 Die 25 (— .5.96 ? to 6 .9 8 ? ).. ,  ... .. . 0 6 0 3
(if) dot underehin (18%).
(5) dot S.E. of left ornament.
(e) large dot or dash N .W . of centre of right 

ornament.
(d) end of 18%. dot over ТА of “ postage.” etc.
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Unused. Used,

s. d. s. d.
Die 26 (5.12*96 ? to 12.97 ? ) .........................  4 0 0 4
(a ) 1896 state, marks t/. b.
(B) 1897 ,, ,, w , и.

(tf) dot close under P nf ·· halfpenny "  (1896).
(/;) dot S .W . of centre of right ornament.
(»«) dot under I* of *· lialfpenn> "  further aw ay ( 1897).
(»/) dot under EN of *’ halfpenny."

37 Die 27 ..........  .................................... (Unknown)
38 Die 28 (10.5.97 ? to 4.99 ? i ........................ 4 » 0 b

(./) two dots, far apart. S.H. of curl.
(h) two Jots following V of "halfpenny." 
(c) dot over PO of ** postage."

39 Die 29 (19.11,97 ? to 7.98 ? ) ......................... 7 6 0 b
(»/) two dots in front of throat.

40 Die 30 .......... . .................................... (Unknown)
41 Die 31 (dated copies not seen) 10 0 4 0
42 Die 32 (5.4.98 ? to 6.99 ?■ ......................... 2 0 0 6
43 Die 33 (17.9.98 ? to 11.99 ? ) ......................... 2 0 0 9

(«4) dots at back of neck (1898).
(6) white smudge on rim. under ТА of ‘•postage.* 
(e) dot before eye.

44 Die 34 (19.12.98 ? to 11.99 ?) .............. 0 4 0 2
(a ) 1898 state, marks </,
(в) 1899 ,, M in, i i .

(«/) d<tt to left of centre of right ornament (1898).
(m) dot over A(i of ** postage '* (1899 ?).
(u) dots S .W . of right ornament.

45 Die 35 (31.1.99? to 7.00?) ......................... 0 9 0 3
(A) IS98? state, marksa, b.
(B) 1900 ? „  nt, n .

(a ) dot over P of '* postage "  (1K9H).
(Л) various dots to right of curl.
(m) dot between P of "  postage ” and throat (1900?).
\n) dot between N and S' of ** halfpenny."

46 Die 36 (25.10.98 ? to 3 .0 0 ? ) ............ , () 4 0 3
(w) dot N E  of upper tip of left ornament (1898).
(/i) dot under HA of "  halfpenny."
(c) dot in front of chin.

•17 Die 37 (7.10.98? to 9.00?) .........................  0 4 0 2
(A) 1898 state, marks a, 6.
(в) 1900 ? „  „  m.

(ii) Jot over P  of “ postage "  (1898).
(ft) dot over lì of "  postage."
(ж ) Jots under chin (1900 ?).

18 Die 38 (9.12.98? to 5.00?) ......................... 2 0 0 3
(a ) 1898 state, marks n, b.
(i.) 1S9H ? „  ., g ,h .
(C) 1900 ? ,, „  II, in, It.

(ti) dots in front of lip (1898).
(b ) two dots over G of "  postage."
(g) dot before P  o f "  postage "  (1899). 
ih ) dot NH of right ornament.
(w ) dots before chin (1900?).
(o) white blot under bust near die-number.
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Unused. Used.
s. j. S- d.

49 Die 39 (5.10.99 ? to 8.00 ?) ... .............  2 0 0 4
(a ) 1S99 state, marks a.
(в) 1900 ? ,, ,, tti, ft, o.

(»/) dot N.H. of left ornament (1899). 
(or) dftt between A and G of ’* postage * 
(о) dots over G t>f ” postage.”
(««) dot in front of throat.

' ( 1Э00 ?).

50 Die 40 (dated copies not seen) ... ... 2 0 1 0
51 Die 41 (13.1.00 ? to 2.01 ?) ... . 2 0 0 6

(</) dot under NY of *· halfpenny .”

52 Die 42 (-.4 ,00  ? to 2.01 ?i ... ,.. ... 1 6 (1 4
(■A) 1900 state, marks a, b. 
(ft) 190-1 ? in.

(./) dot under NN of * 'halfpenny ”  (1900).
I/#1 dot over right ornament.
(»f)dot over fî of "  postage ”  (1901 ').

53 Die 43 (17.1.01 ? to 4.01 ?) ... ... ... 1 H 0 4
(«/) dots in fr«»nt of throat.

54 D ie 44 (14.8.00 ? to 4.01 ? ) ............................  0 9 0 2

(о) dot over nose,
(/») dot over serif of G of '* postage."

55 Die 45 ( 4.1.01 ? to 5.01 ? ) ......................... 1 0 0 15
(o) dot «»ver ΤΑ « Τ ’* postage.”
(/«> dot between H and A of “  halfpenny.”  etc.

56 Die 46 ( 5.5.00 ? to .01 ?) ... ... ... 1 6  0 4
to) large blot to right of top bar of H r»f ** postage.”
(/«) dot after V of ·* halfpenny.”  etc.

57 Die 47 (21.11.00 ? t o — .01 ?)   1 0  0 4
(«0 dot in front of throat, etc.

58 Die 48 ( 8.10.00 ? to 3.01 ? ) .............  ... 0 9 0 3
(a ) 1900 s ta te , m ark  a .
(в) 1901 ? „  1, ///.

(о) white blotch S.K. of curl (1900).
0*t) white dots under A, l- and NN of ”  half­

penny "  (1901).

59 Die 49 (15.3.01 ? to 3.01 ? ) .........................  0 6 0 2
(o) dot under NN of ” halfpenny ”  (rare).
(b\ in green only ? white dots between curl 

and ornament.

60 Die 50 (21.3.01 ? to 5.01 ? ) .........................  1 0  0 2
(o) dot S.W. of centre of right ornament.
(6) in green only ? Dot at back of neck.
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Unused.
ч. d.

iii Die 51 (15.5.01 ? to 5.01 ?| ... ... ... 0 3
(a ) 1901 state, marks </, b.
(is) 1901 ? . .  ,, m. » .  o.

(u) dtit in front of forehead (UH)ll.
{h) i n a r c a i  *ш1у? Dot S.H. of left ornament.
(in)dot under first \ of *' halfpenny "  (IVK)1).
(и) stop before К of ** halfpenny."
(o) about 1У02 ? Dot under second N of ■■ half­

penny."

«2 Die 52 (13.5.01 ? to 5.01 ? ) ......................... 0 H
(A) 1901 state, markì/.
{(») 1901 ? „  „  hi .

Ы I dot on dots S .W . of ri^ht ornament.
(in ) in tfreen only  ? Dot at bad* of neck.

63 0 ic 53 (no dated copies seen) ... ... О I
(o) dot S.H. of curl.
</>) dot N .H . o f left ornament.
(c) dots under chin.

H4 Die 54 (13.3.01 ? to 5.01 ?) .............. ... 0 4
(*/) dot to right of curl.
(fi) various d«»ts mi ground between neck and 

right ornament.

U sed. 
s. d.

0 3

0 2

0 2

4d. green., undated, with the numbers.
65 Die 49 ( 4. 1.02 ? to ,02 ?) ............. о 0 0 6
Kb Die 50 (25. 7.01 ? to .02 ?) ............. 0 4 0 2
67 Die 51 ( — . 6.01 ? to 3.02 ?! ............. η 6 0 2
68 Die 52 i l l .  9.01 ? to 2.02 ?) ............. 2 1) 0 6
69 Die 53 I 7. 6.01 ? to .02 Jé 0 2 0 1
70 Die 54 ( 8.10.01 ? to .02 ?) -  - (1 3 0 1
71 Die 55 ( 7. 1.02 ? to .02 ?! 0 3 0 2
72 Die 56 (18. 1.02 ? to 02 ?! ............. 0 3 0 2

(,/) dot after К uf ** paslage 
(fi) dot ander hast, m er ST of *' postage," etc.

78 Die 57 (15.11,01 ? to — .02 ?) .............. 1 0 0 3

(ti) dot at back of neck.
(fi) litrze scratch N.H. of H nf ·· postage.”

74 Die 58 (10.4.02 ? to — .02 ? i .......................... I I )  0 6
(ri) faint dot over LF  of "  halfpenny.”

75 Die 59 ( . 1.02 ? to 31.12.02 ?) .............. 0 4 0 4
(η) dot opposite’ front of Crown.

76 Die 60 (10.1.02 ? to — .02 ? ) .........................  7 6 4 0
(ft) dot to right of H of ”  postage.”
(a) dot to left of lowest bar of right ornament.

Marks o f Wear. Commencing with dies 19 and 21 a system ol 
re steeling the dies was introduced. Whenever a die became worn, 
it was re-coated, thus enabling it to be used for a short while 
longer, although of course its life was by no means doubled. In 
the case o f some dies, this process may have been repeated several
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times, anil each time a different set of marks of near developed. 
Whereas dies 15, Iff, 17, 18 and '20, like their predecessors, were 
only in use three or four months, dies Iff and '21 to ¡18 were 
employed for periods ranghi}· from one to three years fas far as 
can he judged from the dates o f postmarked copies- official 
information is unfortunately at present unavailable). Commencing 
with die .49 the period of employment is again reduced to less than 
a year, and hut few of these later dies have heen met with showing 
more than one set o f marks. We have attempted above to describe 
such o f the states as we have met with, hut fear the list is 
incomplete. It will he observed from the list that the only dies 
of w hich two or more states are as yet known are Nos. 19. 2 l, '22, 
23, 25, 26, 34, 35. 37. 38. 39. 42. 48. 51 and 52.

ONE PENNY.

This value was in uninterrupted use for a period of nearly 61 
years, and the last issue scarcely differed from the first, the shape 
of the curl at the back of the head being the only important 
modification of the original design. During its long life, it passed 
through the following stages.

1K4I to 1859. Undated. With die-numbers. Used only for stumping Post 
Oftice stationery.

1855 to 1885. Dated. With die-numbers. Used only for stamping at 
Somerset House except from 1859 to 1881, when it was also used for 
stamping Post Oftice stationery .

1881 to 1882, Undated. With dic-numbers. Used only for stamping Post 
Oftice stationery.

1882 to 1902. Undated. No die numbers. Used only for stamping Post Oftice 
envelopes, except from 1885 to 1892, when it was used also at Somerset 
House.

1892tnH)№. Undated. Lettered "  SH.”  Used only at Somerset House.

It will be convenient to deal with the various dies in the above 
order.

l. -P O S T  OFFICE SERIES <1841-1859!.
Undated. W ith die numbers.

Colour.— The colour varied considerably. The first impressions 
were pale pink, changing, about 1845-6, to a peculiar whitey-pink 
shade. Since 1846 the colour gradually became darker, impressions 
in 1859 being generally rose-pink.

Dies.—The numbers run from 1 to 91. but the majority of the 
earlier dies were defective and never approved. There are ten
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distinct sots of dies. The die numbers are followed by the letters 
W AV. (initials of the engraver, William Wyon) and by stops in 
various positions.

Ibist marks,— All dies up to and including No. 57 may be found 
with the Maltese Cross postmark in black.

Curl. All dies have the same type of curl at the back of the 
head itliis type was not. in fact, changed until 1866).

Silk-threads. As the dies of this series were only employed for 
stamping Post Office Stationery, they almost always have one or 
two silk threads running through them. This affords a ready 
means of sorting them when the die numbers are not clear. The 
threads run diagonally in envelopes and horizontally in letter- 
sheets; in the latter case they sometimes missed the stamp.

Id. rose, undated, with die-numbers.

( i 'i ) “  W A V .”  tit end ; stop ö fte r each 1Г.
Earliest Latest U nused. Used.

Ole Approved. date of use.* date of ime.*s. d. s. d
nil I W AV . 20.1.41 27.11.41 ? 4 0 2 0
102 2 W AV. 5. 7.42 ? 5 0 2 0
103 3 W AV. 2.12.41 ? 20 0 3 0

( i i . )  Same, but stops before each IV.

11)4 4 .W AV 27.1.41 28.12.41 ? — 5 0 2 0

flit. )  Sinne, but stop utter each \V tint/ </ th ird midu-ay between
the die-number and firs t IV’ .

HIS 11 .W AV. 18.1.42 20 0 2 0

( iv . )  Sanic, but stop a fter each W  only (as in group i.J.

106 12 W AV. 18.1.42 —  — (Unknown)
1(17 14 W AV. 15. 4.42 ? — 20 0 4 1)
ms 21 W AV. 8. 5.43 ? — 20 0 4 n
lop 22 W AV. — — 20 0 4 0

( v . J  In it ia ls  1VU' .spread out . Stop a fter each.
111) 23 W AV. 18.1.42 6. 7.42 ? 4 0 2 0
111 31 W AV. 18.12.42? — to 0 4 0
1 12 33 W AV. 17. 5 44 ? — HI 0 4 0
113 34 W AV. —  — III 0 4 0
114 43 W AV. —  — 10 0 4 0
1 ! ă 51 W AV. 6. 5.43 ? — 10 0 2 0
lifi S3 WAV. 20.10.43 ? in 0 2 0

\ n U ·.— Dit-s 5 to 10. 13, 15 to 20. 24 to SO, 32, 35 to 42. 44 to SO anil 5*2 were never 
a;' -oved, and consequently never brought into ose.

These are the earliest and latest dates of ose we have observed on postmarked 
copies.
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(v i . )  "U ·.W ”  ut extreme etui : ¡lie nuiiiher in centre.
Karliest Latest L’nused. и.ed.

Die. Approved. date of ose. date of use. s. d s. d.
117 54 W AV. 14.9.43 20. 3.44 ? Η) 0 1 0
118 55 W AV. „  2. 4.44 ? — 5 0 1 0
119 5(4 WAV. ,. 12. 5.44 ? 5 0 1 0
120 57 WAV. ., 10. 3.44 5 10 0 1 0
121 58 WAV. .. 7.12.44 ? — 5 0 1 0
122 59 W .W . ,, 27.10.44 ? — 10 0 1 0
1211 60 WAV. .. 19.12.44 ? — 15 0 5 0

( v i i . )  Suine, hut itic im inher moved clone to ‘ W AV .”
124 61 WAV. 14.9.43 17.12,45 5 __ 5 0 i 0
125 62 WAV. „  21.3.46? — 5 0 f 0
126 63 W .W . ,, 24. 2.46 5 — ñ 0 1 6
127 «4 W AV. „  18.10.45? __ 5 0 1 0
12S 65 W AV. „  14.12.45 ? — 5 0 1 0
129 <46 WAV. ,, 24.11.46 ? — 5 0 1 0

(v i i i . )  W ith larger in il utla “  11' И ** tinti ito Stops.
130 <47 W W 5.9.46? 15.11.46? — 5 0 1 0

( ix . )  Silim· i is v i i . hut in itia ls  not (¡Ulti so close to cml. Ulli!
no stop a fte r second IV.

131 6« W AV 5.9.46 6. 2.47 ? — .49 ? 3 0 1 0
132 69 W AV „  12. 1.47 ? .49 ? 2 0 0 9
133 70 W .W 9. 5.47 ? — .49 ? 2 0 0 6
134 71 W AV „  16, 2.48 ? .49 ? 2 0 0 9
135 72 W AV ,, 29. 2.48 ? — 4 0 2 0
136 73 WAV 22. 8.48 ? .50 ? 2 0 0 9
137 74 W AV ,, 7. 6.50 ? — 2 и 0 6
133 75 W .W ,, 14.10.49 ? .54 ? 2 0 0 6
139 76 W AV „  14.1 1.49 ? — .52 ? 2 0 0 6
140 77 W .W ,, 12. 9.50 ? _ 10 0 5 и
141 78 W .W ,, 9. 5.51 ? — .54 ? 2 0 0 6
142 79 WAV ., 6. 3.52 ? — .53 ? 2 0 0 6

(x . )  Same, hut w ith stop a fter euch İV AV
143 80 W .W . 3.5.50 6.52 ? — .55 ? 2 0 0 4
144 «1 W .W . „  4.11.52 ? — .55 ? 2 0 0 4
145 82 WAV. ,, - . 3.55 ? — .59 ? 2 0 0 4
146 83 W AV. ,, — .12.55 ? .57 ? 2 0 0 4
147 84 W AV. ,, 17.10.55 ? — .59 ? 2 0 0 4
14« 85 WAV. „  IS. 4.55 ? .58 ? 2 0 0 4
149 8(4 W .W . „  21. 9.55 ? — .59 ? 2 0 0 4
150 87 W AV. „  4.10.55 ? — .58 ? 2 0 0 4
151 88 WAV. •4 1
152 89 W AV. », Dies 88 to 91 were not employed until
153 90 WAV. ,, i after they had been drilled for date plu ríS·
154 91 WAV. „  1

I D ík 57 is the last yet found s  tth Maltese Cross postmark.



O n e  P f.n n v  E n v e l o p e  D i e s . 21

Marks nf W ear.—The dies very rarely show any marks of wear. 
Tlu following are the chief marks which have been noted, but in 
some cases they only exist on the very latest impressions.

Die II. White dot near rim of oval, under Die-number.
Die 21. The outer line is broken at foot, «lightly to left.
Die 22. White hairline across outer white circle of stamp. 5mm. below P of 

“ Postage."
И:е 23. White Jot under network 7mm. from P of ·· postage.”
Die 34. White dot* under network at foot.
Die 43. White dot under network 4mm. from P of ** postage/'
Die 64. White scratch on ^rminJ to left of neck.
Die 71. Prominent white dot in centre of ground under bust.
Die 72. White dash near n«>*e : dots on ground near Y of ,ł penny, etc.
Die 76. White dots on ground opponile P of ** postage.“
Du* 77, White dot on ground under \VW.
Die 7H. White dots attached to run opposite lower left corner of bust ; latest 

impressions, also have a prominent vertical scratch attached to rim. under 
the die-number.

Die 7H. White dot on ground opposite A of ** postane,’* etc.
Die 61, White dot on {¿found near throat.

II. SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES H856-1885!.

Also employed for Post Office stationery from 1859 to 1881. 

Dated. W ith die-iumihers.

The history of this series may be divided into three groups, 
fi) Dies employed solely at Somerset House, from 185b to end 

of ISSO. Nos. 92, 99. 101,'94.
liii Dies employed generally, 1859 to IKS! Nos, 8b to 219 ? 
fiii) Dies employed solely at Somerset House, from 1881 to 1885, 

N us. 220 to 228.
The dies may be divided into two principal types.

Type i. Type if·

I, Curl as in the preceding issue. Nos. 8b to 116.
11. Curl more solid. Nos. 140 to 228 ; commencing with 

No. 156 the “ W A V .”  is omitted.
I'aper. Owing to these dies having also been used for stamping 

public stationery at Somerset House, they may be found on a 
great variety of different qualities o f paper, including coloured 
papers. It is advisable to collect them only on white paper, as 
otherwise it is impossible to distinguish the correct shade o f the 
impression. The silk-thread paper ceased to be used for the Post 
OIA ее envelopes in I860, and the dated dies are rarely found on it.
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Onte F igures .—The figures of the date-plugs were of several 
types. The years '55, '56, '57, '58, '59, '60, '61 were In small type 
with serifs, the **6 '' terminating at the top in a small dot, w h ils t 
the later years were all in sans-serif figures, several sizes occurring 
(after 1870 ?). The days and months formed a second set. the 
numbers under 10 having large figures (l| or IJnim. talig whilst 
those above 10 w ere smaller (Imm. tall). About 1877. a new set 
of date-plugs for the days and months was introduced, the figures 
being all of the same size 11 mm. tall) and sans-serif. Both series 
of date-plugs for the days and months continued to be used 
indiscriminately until the system of dating ceased in 1885.

FIRST PERIOD, 1866 to 1859. 
id. rose, dated, with die-number.

(д-/.) Thin euri [Type 1.1 u itli in itia ls  UMY.
Karl iest Latot Unused. и M i d .

Die. Kê iHtcred. date of use . date of use*. s. d. s. J.
155 92 WAV. » .  10.55 I».2.5b 3.8.56 10 0 3 0
156 95 WWW (never approved).

6157 94 w.w. 12.11.55 8.4. 58 23.1.60 2 0 0
158 95 W AV. ,, I see lie low)
159 96 WWW ,, (see below)
160 97 WAV. 9.10.55 (see below I
I6I 98 WAV. ,, (never employ ed)
162 99 WAV. 1.12.56 24.12.58 10 0 3 и
166 I00 WAV. 12.1 1.55 (see below )
164 I0I W AV. 9.10.55 26. 4.56 10. 5.58 5 0 1 (j
166 102 WAV. (see ;below )
166 105 W AV. 12.11.55 (see below)

SECOND PERIOD, 1859 to 1881.
(X i.) A’em ainiug dies o f  group xi . now brought m to use.

158 95 WAV. (see above) 20.7.59 22.11.62 1 6 0 4
157 96 W .W . „  20.5.59 50. 7.60 2 6 0 9
160 97 W .W . ,. 7.4.59 21. 7.60 2 6 0 9
165 loo w.w. 17.9.59 25.10.60 2 6 0 9
165 102 w.w. ,, 26.5.59 50. 9.63 2 6 0 ti
166 105 WAV. ,, 50.3.60 5. 6.61 2 6 0 в

( x i i · ) V m il i te  i:/ it  İCS o f О fit ser ies  ( x .J  f i t t e d  W ith  d o t e -p lug s.

167 86 WAV. (see above) 2. 4.60 15. 7.62 3 0 0 6
168 87 WAV. (unknown )
169 88 W AV. 2. 6.60 2.12.62 2 0 0 6
170 89 WAV. t 12.10.60 20. 3.62 3 0 (1 6
171 90 W AV. ţ , 2.10.60 12.12.62 3 0 0 6
172 91 WAV. ,, 8. 8.61 28.11.62 3 0 0 6

(x i i i . ) W i t h  stops before  in itia ls  U 'HV*
175 104 AV.W 13,5,62 4.6.62 16.6.66 2 0 0 9

* These are the earliest and latest Jutes we have found embossed on the stamps.
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( X IX'. f И İtil sfoţis İH'lt ire (lini iti ter unt  lit is .
burliest Latest U mised. Usi•d.

Die. Heetste reti date of use date of use. s. d. я. d.·
174 105 W .W 13. Я.32 Ib.2.33 25. В. 35 2 0 0 9

Λ ;·. ; h iit i i i ls  и ’ititi ut stnhs. /n illi ind the U'. \\\ is tlnuhlv UH*
t" ‘essiti inul tlu figure “  / “  is nu seti : nt «/о• UHI the " / " is
it!\n nu.sctl tiitJ is struck it secanti i une tu the corree/ /rís i t ion.

1 lurs.
175 106 W W ld.5.62 19.12,62 IS. 9.35 1 6 0 b
176 Ю7 W W (never employed \
177 108 W W dl). 4.6d 12.* 5.35 d о 0 9
I7S 109 W W 2. d.6d 2». 12.35 2 0 tl 3
179 110 W W 22. 4.63 25.1 1 35 2 0 0 6
ISO 1 1 1 W W ? 25.1 1.65 20. 7.bb d 0 0 9
IS1 112 W W 1. 6.65 10 5 bb 2 0 0 3
182 1 ld W W 12. 6.65 29. 7.bb 2 0 0 b
INd 114 W W ? 2. 6.65 2- 8.33 2 0 0 6
184 115 W W ? 8. 4.64 9 .10. bb 2 0 0 b

Dies 113 to 139 appear never tu have heen made.

Mtirks aj И Vi ƒ r. The impressions cm Post Office stationery 
rarely show any marks of wear, whereas those struck at Somerset 
House are generally more or less worn. It may he that at Somerset 
House the dies are frequently called upon to stamp paper of an 
unsuitable cjualitv and therefore meet with more wear and tear. 
The follow ing arc the more important marks in dies Kb to 115 dated.

Die KS. \N hite d"t on {¿fount! to i*i{*ht of "  \\ AS 
Du N9. While dot on {{round m fro it ·>f c\ t : cte.
Div -M l. Numerous white dots throughout the hack {¿round.
Die White dot :it hack of neck.
Die 95. White Jot t«· Igft of chin : in later impressions, white dash SAV. of 

chin.
Die iki. White dot just over head.
Die 100. Outer nm of ní amp indented opposite year.
Die 101. White dot under rim Hmm. below Y of ' penny.' later, numerous w hite 

dots on {¿round.
Die 102. White curved line 2mm. lon{* estenuine vertically under ON of "One."

The mark on die 102 is very prominent and is mentioned in most 
catalogues under the description «it ” flaw in the d ie."

Col in'. Until 1859 the colour varied between dull red and pink, 
hut commencing with this year (when post-office stationery com­
menced tn he stampedi the colour remained a fairly uniform pink 
until earlv in 1864 when it was changed to pale pink. From about 

64 to 10.65 it was a whitish or “ milky "  pink, but in the latter 
.ir it lost the pink shade and became a very dull rose. Dies 104 

■ i 115 all occur in the milky pink shade and \os. I 11 to 1 15 in the 
II rose (possibly also the others except perhaps Nos. 106 to 108).

¡M e s .— D i« 92 is supposed to have been brought into use in 
55, but the earliest copy yet found has the date 19.2.56,
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U-v í .) Tyjn· I I , .  with solul curl. -Initials И 'Н ' w ithout .stops.

id . rose, dated. Type II.
lseK a r l i i 'S Latest 1 mined.

Die. ItrSİştercJ. J a t e  of u h · · da te  o f  use. #· d. я.

1 NS 140 W A V 10.6,64 28. 12.67 14. 11.67 2 0 η Я
1 sts 141 W A V 5. 10.66 Ito. 4.67 • t 0 0 9

IN7 142 W A V 25. 7.66 14. 6.67 \ ь 0 9
INN 14П W A V ( n e v e r  a p p r o v e d ) .
Istı 144 W A V ( ..  .. 1.
Hm 145 W A V 17. 1.65 28. 12.66 22. 6.68 2 0 0 9

н и 146 W A V S. 1.67 16. 5.6Ν 3 0 1 0
192 147 W A V 15. 5.67 Ilo. 7.68 2 0 0 9

19.4 14X w w ( n e v e r  a p p r o v e d ) .
194 149 W A N ' 17. 1.65 16. 7.67 4. 11,69 2 0 0 9
19л 15» W A N 14. 11.68 10.1 1.69 S 0 η 9

196 151 NN NV 4. 9.68 26. 8.71 2 0 0 9

197 152 NNAN 21. N.6S 111.1 1.71 2 0 0 b
H in 1.511 NN'NN 1. 10.68 8. 10.70 3 0 1 0

199 154 NNNN 2. 7.69 2П. 4.72 1 b 0 b

2 0 « 155 NN AN 4. 1.71 20. 12.72 1 6 0 (i

Murks o f l l Y i t r . W  e h a v e  n o t  n o t i c e d  a m  m a r k s  o f  w e m i n  t h e

« İH » VC- i l i e s . b l i t  111 ti ie 15 0  t h e  o u t e r  ι i i n  o f  t h e s t a m p is b r o k e n
el W ; i  у F o r  : s p a c e >f H m m .  a b o v e  t h e  l e t t e r  ( i  o f · ·  р о м а ц е . ' T h e

a t e s t i l a t L U 11« IW l l w i t h o u t  t h e  b r e a k  is 1.4.68.
Colour. I'lie colour is the some dull red in which the lost 

impressions from the preceding цгоир o f dies were mode. It 
shows о д reo ter tendency to become brown by oxidation than 
the shades of earlier years.

fx v i i . j  Type 11. continua l. W ithout U 'H ‘ . 
id. rose, dated. Without W.W.

201 Die 156 2o. 1.71 21. 12..72 1 6 0 4
202 Die 157 (not approved 1
20П Die 158 6. 10.71 22 7.711 1 6 0 1
204 Die 159(not approve d)
205 Die- 161) 1 )
206 Die 161 — 21. 12.71 8. !П..711 1 6 0 4
207 Die 162(not approved)
208 Die- Kill III. 8.72 Π. •у.74 П 0 1 II
209 Die 164 — 10. İl. 711 ni. 5, 7П 2 0 0 li
210 Die 165 (not approved|
2! 1 Die 166 — 26. 11.711 16. 5,.74 2 0 0 li
212 Die 167 — no. 7.7П no. 3 75 2 0 0 li
2111 Dies 168 to I7J) (not appi

1.
■öved).

214 Dic- ISO — 10.711 8. R.75 1 0 0 4
215 Dic 181 — 28. 10.711 16. 9 .75 1 0 0 4
216 Die 182 — 9. 2.74 9. 2. 74 Il 0 1 II
217 Die 1811 — 211. 6.74 in. b..7.4 1 0 0 4
218 Die 184 ti­10.74 5. 12.76 1 0 0 4
219 Die 185 - lo. 8.74 14. 11 .76 1 6 0 4
220 Die 186 — 29. 4.75 7. 7..76 1 0 0 4
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THIRD PERIOD, 1881 to 1885.
/)/, .4 tiiipluyi’il i it Somerset House only.

Since about 2.81 such o f the dies of the above senes as were still 
in use (Nos. 217. 218 and 220) together with the dies recorded 
below were employed at Somerset House onl\.a separate series of 
dies beίημ ereated'for use m stamping Post (Ulice stationer} .

Id. rose, dated. With dic-nunibers (continued).
(XX.) Above series <1 tlies cunt nmeit.

Kurliest Latent Unused. Used.
Die*. He«istcred date of use. date of use. S. d. s. d.

255 Die 221 12. I.SI 8. 5,82 ·) 0 1) 0

256 Die 222 26. 2 82 27. 6.82 o (1 1 (1

257 Die 228 12. 8.81 81.12.82 4 0 I к

258 Die 221 18. III.SO 28.12.81 я η ·) η

259 Die 225 20. 2.82 5.11.84 40 0 20 0
2(d) Die 226 21. 2.82 9. 4.82 Я 0 •ì 0

281 Die 227 15. 1.8.4 26. 2.85 ч η 0 0

262 Die 228 9. 6.82 2. 5.84 К) 0 3 0

Marks o f  Wear. These dies ulsoslmw comp;ir:itively few murks 
of wciiг . The following may be specially mentioned :

Die TJ2. White dot S.K. of curl.
Die 'ZÏ1- Li late impressions there is a clear white dot on ground opposite tort- 

head and T of ·· postale.'* , ,
Dil- 22S. Dill snudar t·. that »i die '227 but on «round between forehead and л  

of о postage."

III. POST OFFICE SERIES, 1881.
Karly in 1891 the Post Office envelopes ceased to be stamped 

with dated dies and a new series was brought into use, the lust
eltes of

id.
which

rose,
were }>iven out to the stampers on 28.2.S I. 

undated, with die-numbere.
Issued to Withdrawn Unused. 

Kckiistercd. Stampers. front use. s. d.
Used- 
S. d

277 Dic- I I2.6.SI 23.3,81 — 10 0 я о
278 Dic 2 ,, 15 0 5 1'
279 Die- 2 ,1 — 7 6 3 о
280 Die 4 ,, 7 tf 3 0
281 Die 5 ,, — 7 в 3 0
282 Dic- 6 10 0 5 о
282 Dic 7 4.4.SI 7 (S 3 о 

5 0284 Die 8 15 0
285 Die 9 — 7 в 3 о
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Kcgistercd.

jNb Die 10 —
2S7 Die II
2 SS Die 12 —
•JS9 Die 18 —
290 Die 14 —
291 Die 15
292 Die Ifi
298 Die 17
294 Die IS —
29 ñ Die 19 —
29b Die 20 —
297 1 >ie 21 —
298 Die 22
299 Die 23
;« И > Die 24
8« Η 1 )ie 25
8112 Die 20 —
:m Die 27
804 Die 28
at iã Die 29
80b Die Ж! —
807 Die 31
80S Die 32
809 Die 33
810 Die 34 —
81 1 Die 3.5 —
812 Die 3(1

Iчипе*J t«i Withdrawn 
Stamper,. frum usc*

4.4.81

5.4.81 
1.7.SI

K i.S.SI

Unused. Used.
S .  d .  S .  d .

( Unknown)
( 4» )
( .. )
8 0 ·) 0
8 0 2 0
1 t'nknow n)
ã 0 о 0
ã 0 2 0

10 0 4 0
1 Unknown)

10 0 4 0
2 0 1 0
V 0 1 0
·» 1) l 0
·» 0 I 0
·) (1 1 0
7 b 3 0
7 b 3 0
4 0 •t 0

lo 0 8 0
8 0 «; 0
ã 0 0
7 b 8 0
1 Lui» now I!)

10 о 5 0
1L nknow n )
7 ti 4 0

The above series of vlies is ol considerable rarity. Ί he envelopes 
stamped with it were issued to the public on 1.7.SI and remained 
m use only a short time i tint tl INN4 ?|.

Mtu-k.s o f  W m r*—The only die which lias been noticed to show 
marks of wear is No. 14. which has a white dot on the ground 
opposite NN of ** Penny.

IV,- POST OFFICE SERIES, 1884 7 TO 1902.
Alsu emfiloyctl ut Sonicrsi t House. I.S.SÜ to tSS'.t ?

Since 1882 or IS*44 (authorities differ), the Id. envelope dies were 
deprived also of their die-numbers, the dies being thus minus date, 
minus initials and minus die number, the three means by which the 
identity of each die was kept separate.

Id. rose, ululated. No die-number.
Various dies, indistinguishable ... ·■· 0 2 0 I

Murks o f  UYnr. This stamp is rarely seen show ing marks of 
wear. Probably several hundred dies were matle use of and there 
is consecjuently not the slightest means ol distinguishing between 
them. Some of these dies were also employed at Somerset Mouse 
r stamping public stationery from 1885 to 18S9 and may be found 

a considerable variety of shade.
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V. SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES, 1889 ? TO 1902«

In order* tn distinguish between the dies employed at Somerset 
House and those used at Messrs. De Ja Kue &· Co.’ s establishment 
tostam p Post Ofiice stationerv. the initials **S ll were inserted 
iit the former. This change was made about 1889 or earlier.

Id. rose, undated. W ith initials “  SH ·
3I4 Various dies« not yet distinguished ... 0 8 0 2

Marks of Wear. Most of the dies showed marks of wear, but 
no attempt has yet been made to identify them, and as it is 
probable the total number cmpln\ed between ISN9 and 1902 was 
considerable, such a task would he far more difficult than in the 
case of the eight Ad. SII dies. The earliest date of use o f an SH 
die we have met with is S.1.90.

THREE HALFPENCE.

The first dies «»f the three halfpence value had been engraved 
and registered in 1880 but a contemplated change in the postal 
rates being postponed, they were not brought into use until twelve 
years later. The early history of tliis value is in faet similar to 
that of the corresponding adhesive stamp, except that the lilac 
colour was not changed before issue as in the case of the latter, 
the alteration being for some reason or other delayed until the die 
had heen in use two years. The Mil. dies have never been used 
for stamping other stationery than that supplied by the public.

SO.MKKSKT HOUSK SLU IK S  O N LY .

Earliest Latest Unused. Used 
daU- *. date *. Š. il. s. it.

» ,  7.72 7 .11.73 I 6 5 0
(see below) (Unknown)

l£d. red-brown, rose-brown.
453 I \V\V — 1». -1.75 29. 1.8(1 1 0  1 0
354 2 W W  11.2.87 1-1.5.90 2 0 0 9

• These are the earliest and latest dates, embossed on the stamps, which
*  e have observed.

I Ad. lilac-rose.

Die. Registered.
351 1 W W  2. 4.8(1
352 2 W W
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MiU'k* о/ И '('(tf0,— Die I nui\ he distinguished hy a white dot 
opposite and to the ri^ht of the hrst I . of PHXCK. hi later im­
pressions this dot develops into a scratch N or 4 millimetres long, 
the letters A L F  and H A LF  become joined, and the outer line 
breaks above the letter R of TU FF I*'. In die 2 there is a white 
Jot opposite T  of postage, and ад.мм at the end of the word. The 
miter line is broken opposite the rieht-hand and below the lower 
date-pluj*.

Colour. Dies 1 and 2 were both registered in lilac-rose 011 
2.4.(■>(). A considerable number of impressions were also struck on 
this day and overprinted ** Specimen |4 -1. Dies are all from 
die I and have the year "  Wl "  in figures of the earliest type (see 
note to Id. rose on раде 22). The shade varied during IN72, but in 
IS7N was uniformly a pale lilac rose. From IS7ñ to ISX4 (?) the 
eolour was a dark red-brown, but since the latter year it became a 
light red-brown, almost rose brown.

Type //. Outer line rem·ived. 
I^d. red-brown, dated.

355 Die ii WAV inever used ?1
35« Die 4 WAV’ ? 
357 Die 5 WAV ?

1 ) 
1.11.9« Hi. 3.92 4 (1 :t 0

lAd. yellow, dated.
358 Die 5 WAV ? 1 1. 5.92 li. 2.9-1 1 « 1) 9

lttd. \ el low. 9 dot Horets.
;i.59 "Die 5 WAV 5 . 4.94 > 21) 0 10 1)
3H0 Die (i WAV ? . .99 _  30 0 20 0
:ili| Die ·' SH "  ? . -98 > 1 <i 0 9

lid . yellow, with arrow heads. 
302 "D ie 9 ? - .  6.01 } .— .03 ? 5 0 3 0
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Murks o f wear,—■'The principal marks of wear are as follows :
Die 5 (ti\. Sometime between A .4.92 and 11,5.92. the nm of the stamp is indented 

above the date-plu^ tontainin^ the day of the month : </'1 White dot nL.ir 
tip of crown ; (cl White dot on ground opposite P of "  pence’* ; I*/1 White 
dot in front of nose ; (r) in later impression« (with florets), the rim of the 
stamp is broken under the lowest floret.

Die 6. No marks.
Die “ S R ."  This is presumably, either die 7 or К : (./) White dots or smudge 

betw een the hair and the ri^ht hand florets : (hj Kim of stamp slittiti) broken 
at low est tip.

Die 9, The '* W .W .“ is omitted after the die-number ; no marks of wear.

Cotoar. The colour was orange-yellow down to about 9.02. when 
it was changed to a pale yellow.

TWO PENCE.

The twopenny envelope stamp. like the penny, was first intro­
duced to stamp the post «»Hice envelopes which superseded the 
Mulready covers in 1841, hut the demand for those of the higher 
value was so small that the sale was soon discontinued. In 1885 
the dies were again brought into use. hut only for stamping 
stationery taken for that purpose to Somerset House by the public.

POST OFFICE SERIES, 1841.

2d. blue, undated, with Die No.
401 Die I W AV. И  black-blue (4.41)
402 „  (ft) blue ..............
403 .. (e) light blue
404 Die 2 W AV. (ft) blue (4.41 » ...

Unused. Used
d. s. d.

4 0 Ill 0
4 0 III 0
4 0 III 0
(i 0 15 0

Paper,- The impressions were only made on silk-thread paper, 
the threads running diagonally either across the stamp or just 
above it.

Marks o f  λΥι ιΐΐ'. In the light coloured impressions, die 1 generally 
has a white dot under the bust, over \V< ) of “ T w o 4* (mark a).

Period of use. The printing of the 2d. envelopes ceased İn 1S41 
and the stock was withdraw n from the post offices not long after.
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SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES, 1855-1902.
In 1855 the two vlies 1 timi 2 were drilled for date plu^s ;,n‘ l 

formed the commencement of a series which remained in use until 
1802. For some reason unexplained, die 2 was brought into use 
before die I ·

It./ With tlii llllllllu'r t IJU'l ! yds lift etili О/ itlise.
2d. blue, dated.

Earliest Latest Unused.
Keqistcfed. J jlc c f ич·. ' viate «»f use.* s. d.

4(15 Die I WAV. 27. 2.Ш 18.10.81 1 0
I л i Karly state, marks«/ ни/, 
mi Latest state, marks i/ to/.
ICl Krror. dated 81.10.8Î for 18,10.SI ... £5

(,ii as in the undated ini|>roMnns. 
tk\ u hite dot S.W . «if t uri.
(c ) one »u* two white dots on ground opposite \

*»f "  Pence.”
t « / l  white dot opposite mouth.
(e) white Jot «m ed¿¿e of ground over PH of 

*· Pence "  (from 4-H4»
(ƒ ) white dot between network and oval Hmm. 

above last К uf “  Pence '* (after 5.78

406 Die 2 W AV. — 25.10.55 28. 1.88 5 0
(А ) 1Я5Х state, marks «/ to /.
(H| 1882 stilte, marks ƒ t« » /.

(,/) white smudge .it left end of Ii.dc «if bust (indis· 
tinet in 1661 and missing subsequentl\ I,

{hi white Jot attached to inner oval above P  of 
·' Pence.**

(i I white dot on ¿¿round under die-ntimher (IK58 
only >).

i t i )  three white dots in front of Crown (IH5K only r>
((·) white dot behind curl Iconimenccs Ν.ΗΙ Ί.
( t ) w hite dots in front of nose, near oval (S.til >).
(i’l ¿¿round covered with white «lots, ¿¿om¿¿ the 

stamp the appearance "f  beinj* in a snow­
storm (5.62 Ί.

I Jt i A «if “  Postage ** broken (from 11.4.62 ft.
(/) dot to left of network Hmm. above P o f” Post- 

a¿¿e ” (from 4-62 ').
( j  ) the cur! at the hack of the head «- very faint 

and broken (earliest dale. S. 12.621.
(A) white dash attached to oval above tip of 

frow n  (from I2.t»2 *).
(/I white dot benind neck (from Г2 62 .').

Used.
S .  d ,

о 8

C>

4 υ

•These are the earliest and latest dates, embossed on the stamps, which
have observed.
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Murks o f  U'ctrr. Impressions of die 2 dated 1855. 1856 und 1857 
have not been seen, except the "  specimen "  impressions o f 25.IO.5S, 
which show no marks nf wear. W ith tins exception, the earliest 
impression known is dated 8. 12.58.

Date figures.- The year is in figures with serifs until 12.61 ; 
afterwards in plain figures. The day and month previous to 1878 (?) 
arc in figures with serifs : afterwards in plain figures.

Colour. The colour until about 1864 was blue to dark blue : from 
about 1865 to 1877 !?j light blue : after 1877 i3i milky blue to pale 
blue.

Special uses. On certain davs during IS77 and 1878 die 1 was 
used for stamping registration envelopes, but such impressions in 
variably had a circular band inscribed ■* l'o r Registration Only 
round the upper half. (See ·· Registration linvelope Stamps."!

( i i . )  Sitnie us in цгаир i.. but with thicker outer hue.

2d. blue, dated, continual.
Karlic st Latest Unused. 

Die. He^istered. dale of use*, dale of use*. s. d.
407 D ied W .W . 5 8.2.82 17. 1.87 2 ()

Used, 
s. d.
1 о

(tf) white dot between network and inner oval, 
to left of UK of ** Кейсе

|/i) white dot between network and outer while 
oval between the date-pUftfs of the month 
and year.

408 Die 4 W . W . 3 —  U  nknown!
4(18 Die 5 W .W . ? 20. 12.88 81. 10.85 40 0 10 0

(./) the miter tine is broken twice under the letter
G of *· Kostane."

(6) white dots on ground over KN of ** Pence,”

Sf>ťci<il uses. From November 1S77 to March 187X dies 3. 4 ami 
ñ were used for stampiti}* registration envelopes, but with a circular 
band inscribed “ For Registration O nly”  attached. So far as is 
known, die 4 was never used for any other purpose.

• These are the earliest and latest dates embossed on the stamps, which we haw
observed.
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('•»/olir. 1 ’util 1SS4 the colour \\;is :i Ildiit hitte ; from 1885 to
İN.S7 it ranged from a milky to pale greenish blue ; afterwards it 
.inaili became a lij^lit blue but paler than before.

Vtirk* o f  wi'itr. — For the marks oecurrinn during the 1877-78 
period, see under ·· Ke^istration Knvclope Stamps."

fta/in s. The year is uniformly in sans serif Hyjures, but 
the lieu re s for the days and months are sometimes of one type and 
sometimes o f the other.

i l i l . )  Thiel.' outer Hue its in i t . ;  il ie-nnmber clone 
to m i l i t i l i  WAV. tit ri/<iit limiti t int.

2d. blue, dated, continuat.
Karhest t «atest I'fUMct). Used.

|),c. Keţpstered dale of ич· viate uf use.* s. d. s. d.

İKİ |)ic β W AV . ? 24.10.87 10. 0.92 I H  1 0
(,<) white dut under nune (from 5.КУ>).
(/.) white dt »t behind neck (frum 5.НУ?).

411 Die 7 WAV. II. 4.89 14. 4.91 2 (4 1 «
(./) outer İme «>f st;imp cut into,, under () of

1 «  I».
th) lung white scratch opposite forehead.
(v) white dot under bust (Florets issue only).

2d. lake, dated.
112 Die (4 WAV. 1 1. 5.92 22.1 1.93 1 (4 1 0
41 :< Die 7 W AV. 19. 9.92 1. 2.94 1 0 0 9

2d. lake, with 5 dot Florets
4 1 4 Die 14 W AV. 21. 3.94? 31). 8.95? £5 (40 0
m Die 7 W AV. 21. 3.94? 31). 8.95? £5 20 0

2d. lake, with 9 dot Florets.
41(4 Die <4 W AV. — ( Unknown.)
417 Die 7 W AV. 7. 2.94? 5 20 0 2 0
4 IS Die 8 W AV. ? .— .98? — . — .02 0 9 0 6

(.i) sometimes a white dot under bust, over () of 
•Two/*

‘ hite Honres.— In the tinted impressions, the year figures are 
up fnrniiv sans-serif anil those o f the day and month almost 
in .iriably so.

These are the earliest and latest date»,emhn.4*ed on the stamps, which we have
·■!· rved. In the undated dies, the dates are those of postmarks.



34 Twopence Halfpenny l· 'svelo pe Dies.

TWOPENCE HALFPENNY.
This value was added to the series in 1877 or two years after the 

adhesive postage stamp of the same value was issued.

SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES. 1877-1902.

2Ad. lake, lilac-rose, dated.
Earliest Latest Unused. I *cd. 

Approved. d;ite <*f use.* date of tısı·.* s. d. s J
28. :L7ti 29. :L77 1.12.90 1 0  1 0

the lowermost curve of the series surround­
ing the stamp begin* to break ·η 5.7K. the 
greater part breaking away altogether 
soon after.

the row of dots bordering the inner ground is 
smudged opposite I* of ** Postage."

5 28. 2.91 28. 8.92 2 0 I »
white dot in front of forehead, 
white dot under right extremit) of hase of 

bust.
white dot on ground over head, under hrst I’. 

of “ Pence."
The marks are rarei) very clear.

24d. blue, dated.
453 Die 2 — 4. 4.92

24d. blue, with 5 dot florets.
454 Die 2 — 21. 3.94 ?

24d. blue, with 9 dot florets.
455 Die 2 — 7- 2.94 ?
456 Die 3 ’ .12.00?

No marks of wear.
Colour. The early issues varied considerably in shade between 

deep lake (ISS4i and light pink (1887|. The shade was generali) 
medium lake or lilac-rose. In 1892 the colour w as changed to gn y· 
blue, which was altered toa brighter shade in 1894.

Date figures. In the dated impressions the year is always m 
sans-serif figures, but the days and months are sometimes in one 
type and sometimes in another.

* These arc* the earliest ;tnd latest dates, embossed on the stumps, which c
have observed. In the undated vlies, the dates are those of the postmarks.

IS. 10.93 1 6 1 о

30. 8.95 ? 1 6 1 «

1 0 0 6
_, — .02 2 о 1 0

D ie
451 Die 1

(a )

(h)

452 Die 2
(at
('»I

<c)



Т и н к е  P e n c k  E w k l o i k  D i k s . 35

I ssi/vN.— Impressions were made in various colours from die - 
i id ‘¿‘{,2.91, on envelopes f** commercial size) of thin wove or laid 
paper* the former watermarked '* De la Кие Л* Co. Extra To , . · 
aiul tlíc latter ·· De la Kue λ* Co.. London.

24d. Essays in various colours.
I’ll use .1.

s. J.
Used
K. il

Die 2. bright-yellow 23.2.91 £5 —
; vermilion .. —
I ,, bright rose .cs —

These were presumably essays for the Post Office envelopes 
issued m 1892. Proofs of die I on la id pa per, dated IH.12.78. arc 
known (ISO ·).

POST OFFICE SERIES, 1892-1902.

480 2Ad. blue, undated ... ... ... .·· 0 5 0 3

It is not known whether more titan one die was employed. 
Impressions have not been noticed showing any marks of wear. 
Stamped envelopes of this value have now been withdrawn from sale.

THREE PENCE.

This value was added to the series in 1Я59 or some three years 
before the first adhesive stamp of the same value appeared. As a 
ci m sequence there was a very larjje demand. From May 1859 to 
‘fist March I860, no fewer than İOİ.554 impressions of the 3d. 
\ due were struck, whereas for the whole year from 1st April 1859 
I·· 31st March 1880, the quantities printed of the other values were 
imK as follows: 2d. 44,774. 4d. 20.143, Hd. 2,279, I/- 10,815. A
circular was sent to Post Offices inscribed :

“  Embossed postage stamps to he struck on 
Ι Ά Ρ Κ Κ  Λ \  IJ E N V E L O P E S .

·· May, 1859/1

at id hearing an impression of the 3d. stamp, die L dated 27.5.1859 
;n ! overprinted *ł S PE C IM E N / '
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SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES, 1869-190Î.

( i . )  D i t i i i i H i h , ) ·  precatai by "И " . IV’ . "

Harliesi Latest I ’nnseJ. l\ed
Ucj*istcrcd. date of use.* date of use.* S. tl. H. d.

471 Die WAV. 1 20.5.59 1 1. 8.59 IS. 7.87 1 6  1 и
472 in ) ·· Specimen " — 27. 5.59 2 6

1.г 1 after IWVi there is kjeneralK a croup of w hite
spots be hm J the neck, opposite NC of
·’ Pence."

473 Die WAV. 2 — — ( Unknown)
474 Die W AV. 3 — — 1 I, )
475 Die W AV. 4 — — ( .. )
476 Die WAV. 5 ? 12. 2.68 27. 5.74 7 6 2 6

( i i  I  nicU In the outer line, abm ι· (I  of “  Ihist.ifje." 
(ft) nu spermiens uf this elle* lnne yet heen found 

with legible die-numher.

477 Die W AV. β ? 26.4.75 15.11.92
(if) white spot under the chin.
<4 wbite Juts on ciljjc “ f ^rniiiid «»ppiisite C ;ind 

К of “ Pence."
(c) in 1KH2 the impression becomes very much 

worn.

478 Die WAV. 7 22.11.92 1. 2.94
(•f) in the floret impressionsa white spot develops 

«»n the ground opposite brst I*, of *’ Pence." 
(/i> latest impressions have a \er\ spotty 

appearance.

3d. rose, with 5 dot florets.
479 Die W AV. 7 — — .— .945

3d. rose, with 9 dot florets.
4SO Die W AV. 7 .— .98 5

I 0

I H

I О

1 0

I 0

I о

0 9

0 9

( ii.J Dic-numbcr without ·* WAV. 

3d. rose, with 9 dot florets, continual.
4SI Die 8 ? 15. 6.01 — . .03?

No marks of importance.
o :*

* These arc the earliest and latest dates, embossed on the stamps, which we
have observed.
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olmtr. The impressimi down to about 1S70 was darlı rose, hut 
afterwards it became distinct!} paler. Dark impressions again 
u n ir in IW*2, followed by fluctuations between dark rose and 
exceedingly pale “ m ilky" pink in ISAM. Since ISfl.’f a fairly uniform 
medium shade of rose has been maintained.

issues. In 1’ hi I hr íe к and Wcslnby s Po s tilge ılıtıl 7i/cc,‘ru/>/i 
Stomp* o f  ( ¡ r , -ut Hi ¡h im  it is stated that *· the border for this die 
was engraved by Messrs. De la Hue Л Co., and was prepared in a 
smular manner to No. d last described. I ‘roofs of this border were 
»truck in carmine, on white enamelled card, with a head of the 
(lucen pasted in the centre, showing the effect the stamp would 
produce when completed. The design having been approved, it 
was. with some slight uiodiflcations in detail, engraved on a die 
furnished with a head struck from Mr. Wynn’s die. Proofs from 
the die as so completed (not from a working ilici were struck on 
white enamelled card, in violet and carmine.’ ’

FOURPENCE.

This value was brought into use shortly after the issue of 
adhesive stamps of the same value. Λ notice was sent to 
Postmasters at the end of IXãã, inscribed :

Km bossed postage stamps to be struck on 
“ PA PK U  A N I) KN VK K O PE S

■■2(itb November 18S5.”

The notice bore impressions of the td., βιΙ. and I ■ dies, bearing 
dates between 5.12.1RS5 and S.12.1S5A.

DIE PROOF.

it. Dic-i iii ii ihcr foliował liv **.M".H‘ *’ with stop before cuch U .

4d. vermilion, without date holes.
Sul Die I .W AV — — CIO

(d) broken S tn · ’ Postage."

hie* 2. 3, 4 were :ilso made imci ¡ill four dies were drilled with 
d;t holes about 1855. During this process flic die-numbers were 
m i wed and in replacing them afterwards a transposition occurred, 
the above die being numbered '* 4 * * and one of the other dies и I.'



:w I'oi'KI'ENNY KXVELOI'E Dies.

SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES, 1855-1902.

{ t i . )  Die iiiiiiilier preeeileil hy stop inul fo llim e li hy '*.U".U 
Dies J..İ.I lo f  ultiéit ıhı· ·· I "  ts really Die ! described above).

( i . )  Without s t o p  before ilie iliniiher D ie I (really Die ! hut u tth 
ou о  t h e r  mul init ia ls 011 1) 1  I I  a  I ly  heloiif)i ;í ,l¡ to the ululateli Die I ).

4d. vermilion, dated.
Registered Karl iest 1 late 

« »f use. *
1. at est 

1 b u  of use
Unused.

• s. d.
Used, 
s. d.

5<>2 D i,· :> .w .w  ? 21.1 l . « l S. 0.7S 1 о 1 (I
504 1 it i “  Spec imen " 7 .12 .55 S .12.55 2 « 1 0

(if) dol before I’ of ·· Postage (sinic IHIİ3 '). 
ih) Unt tınılır tlu- husi. over tbc ver. t re d.ıtır plu*·, 
(ij sc r;ıt eb ;it tbc bink "f  the nei к. nc;»r tbc 

engraver's initials.
Id ) co loured  dot on li ft arm o f T  o f ·· Postage

( s in ce  JK5.S-)
I ι-l dot or scratch on cd**c · f *;murul !ll ; min, 

under I* of ·· Postage "  (this mark occurs 
on tbc other dies also.t

5(14 Die .4.W AV III 3 '24.5.84 29. 7.89» 2 О
17.10.94 — ,

I,O tbc S of '* Postage “ is very defective in the 
centre.

505 Die 1AVW |4| ? 11.11.89 — . .94? 4 0

(,/) white dot on lowered*·« of bust, in centre.
(/»I white sır.ıtıb under left foot of Λ of *' Post­

age." Marks <r anil h rareK nhmv on 
impressions betu een about |KlH) and İKHN.

(cl since about IH*tK. outer line broken SPI of 
centre date plu*·.

(</) later, outer line broken N К of К in "  Postage."

4d. vermilion, with 9 dot florets,
50« Die IAVAV (4) — . .94 — 1 0
507 Die .4.W AV ? — . 0.01 ? — 4 β

1 II

1 ti

η 9
О

No marks of importance.

Colour. The silitele was changed :ibmtt IS70 from vermilion·! d 
to orm ile-vermilion.

• These are the earliest and latest dates, embossed on the stamps» which vc
have observed.
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I sM/v-”»' tifiti Proofs. The follow inj» note is from Philbrick and 
WY-tnhv’s РочМ/У ami Telegraph Stamps o f  the CiritcJ Κιηχ- 
■,,ιΐ! *· The border for the 43. die \v;is engraved by Messrs. l)e
I , Кue. Whether any design was submitted to the authorities, 
prepared as in the case of the 3d., we are unable to sa\ ; but we 
¡,,\e before us a proof, from the original «.lie. struck in vermilion, 
(,n white wove paper. Proofs struck from the original dies are 
j,4.tmł*uishahle from those struck from the working· dies by the 
,h^enee of the index number, as in the original die neither this 
(1l,r the initials are inserted on the base of the bust, nor are the 
l1(ile-s for the date pities drilled.

SIXPENCE.

The sixpence was one of the original valuesof the series, the first 
die" having been originali) made for printing the IS54 adhesive 
pistare stamps.

ADHESIVE POSTACE STAMP SERIES.
I N C L I  I >1 N< ¿ I ' R i l l i l S .

Imii* the sake of convenience we jjroup in this series .ill impress* 
urns made before the dies were drilled with date plu^s. The 
impressions intended for use as adhesive stamps ma\ be dis­
tinguished by beinj» on paper watermarked опее to each
stamp.

f i . )  D i c n n n i h e r  tnlfoiceii hy \Y\Y without stops.

6d. violet (shadesi, undated.
Kei"stercd * hirst used Last used'

,Ì’ I Die 1 W’W 11.1.54 30.1.54 8.1.57 AS л 0
Vj ■ Die ‘1 WAV * » 11 nlinmvn)
v s Die Я WAV 1 .. 1
vji Die 4 WAV ·· £10

s .ul\ siie 1 v ,is used for the* adhesive stamps. The number of
.ut sive impressions issued was 3.7IS.2H0,

* These arc <-№-. ial dates.
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SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES, 1855-1902.
Thore was very little demand for the 6d. dies until 1885. when 

telegram forms belati to be stamped with this value. The dies were 
then worn out very quickly. Until about April ISSO the impress, 
ions on telegram forms were nitide in quite a distinct shade, 
mauve, but after that date, the colour became a bright violet and 
has since remained fairly uniform with that of the impressions 
struck tit Somerset House on public stationery.

( i . i  Ciottiiiiu'tl. D ie -number followed 1>у 1ГИ" 
without shifts.

6d. violet, dated.
Unused. v>.•d.

He eiste red. Hirst used.* Last used.* s. d. s. d.
531 Die 2 \V\V .11.55 16. 8.87

(л| violet/Specimen* 5 .12.55 ? 7.12.55 ? 2 (i
(it) brown-violet 27.10.63 ? 20 0 20 0
(c) dark lilac 23.3 .61 5 5. 7.88 ? 5 0 5 0
(D| bright violet 28. 3.71 ? 4. 8.85 ? 2 0 2 0
(к) mauve 15. 9.85 3 10. 3.87 ? 5 0 5 0

(ti) after about IKHtt there is usually a small white
dot on the outer white Ime оf the stamp
under and to the left of the rose in the
heraldic eiтМетн at foot.

532 Die 3 W AV. 31. 8.85 14. 8.88
(a ) violet — — (Unknown)
< It) mauve — — 1 0 1 0

533 Die 4 W AV. 31. 8.85 2. 2.87 ı
i l(i. 8.87 18.10.87 j

(a ) violet — — 10 0 10 0
(u) mauve — 1 0 1 0

(ti) during 18KH-H7 there is и prominent white 
scratch across the ground in front of 
the eye.

(b) the back ground generally is very spotty.

( i i . )  Die-number without initials.
534 Die 5 13.11.85 14 . 9.86 28. 1.88

(a ) violet —  — (Unknown)
(в) mauve — — 4 0 4 0

(«/I white Jot midway between back of neck and 
C of ** Pence·“

'These are official dates, except the few cases queried
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UniINCd. Used,
Kcitistered. Firs! used.* Last used.* s. d. s. d.

53.5 D ie  6 13.11.85 2. 2.87 25. 7.87
ΙΛΙ v io le t __ — 40 0 20 0
(n) mauve — 40 0 20 0

5:to D ie 7 25. 4.S7 25. 7.87 28. 1.88
(л ) violet — (Unknown)
in ) m auve — — 40 0 20 »

5И7 Die 8 25. 4.87 18.10.87 23. 8.*88
(A) violet — 15 0 10 0

III) mauve 15 0 10 0
l./l lifter 11.N7 Iliire are a number of "  hite klots

on the armimi in front of the face.

.4: is D ie 9 2.4. 4.87 28. 1.88 17.10. SS
(a ) violet — 20 0 20 »
Ilı) m auve — - 20 0 2(1 0

hi) w hite dot near SAW  corner оf bust.

539 D ie  in  25. 4.87 28. 1.88 17.10.88
(л ) vio let — — 40 0 20 0
In) mauve — 40 0 20 ()

54(1 D ie 1 1 25, 4.87 23. 8.88 15. 3.89
(a ) violet — 40 0 20 0
(it) m au ve — 40 0 20 »

(■i) white dut to left of centre date plug.
541 D ie  12 25. 4.87 17.10.88 15. 3.89

( a ) v io let — — 40 0 20 ()
( hi m auve — — 40 0 20 II

542 D ie  13 4. 5.88 17.10.88 15. 7.89
(a ) violet — — 40 0 20 »
( h ) m au ve — 40 0 20 II

54.4 D ie  14 4. 5.88 15. 3.89 27. 8.89
( a ) v io let — 10 0 5 0
( b ) m auve — — 10 0 5 0

1*0 lar^e white dot oil »¡round oppostte О <»f
■· Postage ** (after 4.К9Я.

544 D ie  15 4. 5.88 15. 3.89 13. 8.90
( a ) v io let — — 10 0 .5 »
( HI m auve — — 10 0 5 1)

545 D ie  Ui 4, 5.88 15. 7.89 27. 9.90 40 0 5 0
51(4 D ie 17 27. 8.89 « .  1.91) 40 0 ,5 и
547 D ie  18 H. 1.90 27.10.90 40 0 5 0

(a) white scratch in front of forehead.
548 D ie  19 3. 1.90 13. 8.90 23. 3.91 40 0 5 »
549 D ie  2(1 27. 9.90 24. 4.91 3 0 2 0

(wl larcc white dot below left h.nul corner of bust.
550 D ie  21 3. 1.9» 23. 3.91 2I>. 1.92 3 0 2 »

(i/| lar»*c white Jot on »¡round opposite P of
*' Postage.”

551 D ie  22 3. 1.9(1 24. 4.91 27.11.91 3 0 2 0
(iO two white dots close together on ground 

under S of ■· Six “ (after 10.91 *').

‘These are official dates, except the few cases queried.
D
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Я 5.4

IİL-gÎHten.'J. First used.* I..ist used."

Die 23 ił. 1.90 27.11.HI Hi.l2.H2
(,<) titis die has a string of three duts from the 

bottom of the chin to the left-hand corner 
of the hunt.

D ie  24 3. 1.90 2 « .  1.92 22. fi.ИЗ
(a ) W i t h  d ie -n u m b e r  —  —
(n )D ie - N t i .  r e m o v e d  2 0 .10.92? 1 0 .П .Н 2 ?

(,r| white dot under lip of ehm,
(/,) from 2l).10.tU or earlier In III II iilor later the 

die-mimlier was removed from the die.

I .

21. 7 .HI

l  nused. 
s. d.

2 <>

554 D ie 25
1o l tw

555 D ie 2(4
(«<) Int

556 D ie 27
557 Die- 28
558 D ie 29
559 D ie 80

İtin pi ot eti 
only with florets.

Lined, 
s. d.
2 0

I fi 
l (I

.91 KI. I 2.H2 if. 2.И4 ? 3 0 2 11
dots on ground SAV. of nose.

.HI 22. fi.H3 (i. 2.94 ; 3 о 2 (1

6d. violet, with 9 dot florets.
5 (SO D ie  25 7. 2.94 ? 12. 2.94 l i n i illnw  111

561 D ie  2fi 7. 2.H4 ? 9. 2.94 CHI C5

562 D ie  27 13. 2.H4 —  ? 15 0 III 0
ml white dot SAV. o f chin.
l/ι) white dot S K. curl. The impressions with

S dot Horets are more spotty than those
«  ith 9 dots.

568 D ie  28 9 . З.И4 28. 4.И4 40 0 10 0
■,/) usually no marks ; late impressions have a

^roup o f white dots in front o f the chin.

,564 D ie  29 28. 4.94 13. 8.94 20 0 5 0
(,/) white dot on edge o f «round. · ipposite К of

·· Pence.“
(/») white dot near ed «e  o f «round. S.K. of N o f

·* S ix.”

565 D ie  20 11 n k iio w n )

6d. violet, with 5 dot florets.
566 D ie  27 21. 3.94 ? 28. 4 ,H4 15 0 HI 0

567 D ie  28 11 nU nm vn )

56S D ie  29 ( )
569 D ie  30 -A- 4.94 14.11.94 20 0 10 0

(,i) white Jot on ground at hack of neck.

These are official dates, except the few cases queried.
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6d. violet, without date holes
Г misi;•d. Used.

licqistered. First used.' Last used.* S. tJ. S. d.
570 Die 31 13. S.!»4

(л ) 1 N94 stntc 13. 8.94 27. 7,113 »> 0 2 0
lin  1H97 N. 7.97 14. 2.mi 1 ti t ıs

(.n Ш4. White blot attached to inner octaqon.
under X of ·· Sty."

<M w hite dot <uv сч1це of qround ·opposite first H
of - 1 ’ence."

(ut) 18117 White dot on qr« Kind above hair at
back · if head.

571 Die 42 1,4. 8.94 14.11414 27, 7.Я5 4 0 4 0
572 Die 4.4

(a i I.Sşı4 stn tc 12.11 4M 20. 4,05 4 1) 2 0
(it( 1X95 „ 4. III. SIS is . s.m i 4 0 2 o

iff) 1.VM ? White dot IIL'.H- s.Ikl- 11d ground nppo-
site ST of ·· 1

(in) 1895 ' White dot 1.11 iir.'un.l at S.K. corner
of bust.

574 Die 44 1.4. 8.94
( л ) 1895 st me­ 27. 7.‘ 13 10. 7.Oli ·> 0 1 (i
liti 1 N97 S. 7.117 20. 3.98 • » 0 1 fi

1КЧ5' While Jnt in centre of ¿»muml under 
bust.

[Ii) white d«»t «m ground under riţţht-hand corner 
nf bust.

Un) 1KÎ)7 > White dot over hair at b.nik 1 if lll.nl

574 D ie 33 14. 8.94 27. 7.113 4.10,113 4 0 2 II

(K| 'ahíte dot at upper tip I l f  .fuss.

S 75 1 )lL 31. 13. 8.94 13. 10.11,3 IS. s i i l i 4 0 2 0

(k İ iл hite dot under c uri.

578 D ie 37 2 2 .11.95 10. 7.111. 8. 7.117 2 0 1 «

|κ| .л hite dot at hack of neck.

~Ί~ D ie 38 22.11.95 IS. 8 .9 « 13. 10.11« V 0 1 «
57 S D ie 31) ,, 10. 8.97 2 0 1 «
579 D ie 4() is . 10.9« S. 7.117 2 (1 1 «
5X0 D ie 41 10. 8.97 29.11.98 2 0 1 «

(./I white dot at hack of neck, near finii of bust.

’These are official dates, except ihe few cases queried.



44 T en Pence Envelope D ies.

L‘ nused. Used.
Registered. First used.* Last used.* a. d. s. d.

581 Die 42 22.11.95 29. 3.98 26. HI.98 3 0 2 0
582 Die 43 29. 1.98 26.10,98 — .-.(H i? 4 0 3 0
583 Die 44 11 29.I I .98 14. 2.99 3 0 2 0
584 Die 45 ,, 14. 2.99 —.- .0 0  ? 3 0 2 I!
585 Die 46 ,, .— .00? 2 0 1 (Ì
586 Die 47 ,, - .8 .0 1 ?  — . .02? 2 0 1 6
587 Die 48 , , — .—.— .— .02? 4 0 3 0
588 Die 49 p - . -  .— .02 ? 5 0 4 0
588 Die 50 • »
590 Die 51 i v.
591 Die 52 Never brought
592 Die 53 ff into use.

593 Die 54 ,, )
Ί  he later dies show few or no marks of wear.

TEN PENCE.
The dies o f this value were originally made for the purpose of 

printing the adhesive stamps issued in 1848. A fter the issue of the 
latter was suspended in 1854. no dies of this value were used for 
35 years. It was only in 1888 that they were again brought into 
use. this tinte for the purpose of stamping foreign telegraph forms, 
although they were also allowed to he made use of for stamping 
private stationery.

ADHESIVE POSTACE STAMP SERIES
INCLUDING PROOFS.

This series is not really separate from the envelope series, as 
both are exactly alike, but it is more convenient to deal with the 
dies in two groups.

( i . )  Without die-number or initials  "  U'. U V
iod. red-brown, undated.

601 Die — 23. 5.48 3. 1.48?
N ote .— It tins been suggested that this is die 1 in an early state.

( i t . )  With dic-nttmhcr preceded by “ Ur.UV*
I0d. red-brown, undated, i-otiti it uni.

602 Die W AV. 1 — 3. 1.48? 14. 3.50 £20 £5

‘These are official dates, except the feu cases queried.
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f iu\) With dic-ntanbcr followed by “  W .U V*
There arc impressions in the Archives at Somerset House of six 

ches struck on one piece of paper, dated 8.2,58. As the die-numbers 
are unfortunately indistinct, it is not know n whether the impressions 
are from dies I to 6 or from dies 2 to 7 but the latter ¿group appears 
to us the more likely, as the position of the die-number and initials 
is exactly the same on all six dies.

10d. red-brown, undated, continual.
Unused. Used.

Hegistered. Hirst usud.* Last used.* S .  d. s. d.
(>0.4 Die 2 W AV, 8.2.53 4. 5.50 15. 12.52 £5 15 0
Bo 4 Die 3 WAV. S. 2.58 S. 12.54 £5 15 о
805 Die 4 W AV. 8.12.54 28. 4.55 £5 20 1)
H0 6 Die 5 W AV. 1 —
B()7
H0H

Die R W AV. ,. i 
Die 7 WAV. .. i See below.

A few adhesive stamps arc said to have been made from die 5, 
hut we have never seen one. The following quantities o f lOd. 
stamps were ordered to he printed.

1847 480,000 1851 384.000
1848 none 1852 335,000
1849 none 1853 708,000
1850 192,000 1854 768,000

The adhesive stamps were issued to the public from tí.11.48 to 
about 1855, the distribution to postmasters ceasing in 8.55. A 
re issue took place in ISR2and 1863, but was limited to remainders 
of the old supply, no fresh stock being created.

SOMERSET HOUSE SERIES, 1889-1902.
After an interval of more than 30 years, the use of dies of this 

value was restored, but almost solely for tile purpose of stamping 
foreign telegram forms (white for tfio use of the Stock Exchange 
and y ellow; for the use of the public).

lOcJ. blue, undated.
609 Die 5 W AV. — 18. 3.89 — . 5.92 ? 40 0
RIO Die В W AV. — — £10

« )  0 
£10

lOd. brown, undated.
RII Die 5 W AV. — .5 .9 2 ?  I3.1I.93

(a ) With die-number and " W A V . ”
(ft) Die-number and “ W A V .”  removed

(a) white Jut on ground opposite P  of "  Postage,” 
lb) Jong white scratch under curl.

Rl2 Die 6 W AV. —
RI3 Die 7 W AV. — 13.11.93? 18. 1.02

5 0 4 0
5 0 3 0

(Unknown)
4 0 4 0

t The impressions on yellow paper are of very little value as the true colour of 
die stamp is indistinguishable.

‘These nre ofhcial dates, except the few cases queried,
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Discontinuance. - 1 n January 1902. the following notice was 
posted up at Somerset House :—

“  18th January 1902, From this date the use o f the Hid. 
Postage Die will he discontinued. By order.”

It continues İn use, however, for stamping telegram forms.

ONE 3HILLINC.
The 1/- value was one of the Hrst values brought into use. Dies 

1, 2 and .4 had heen made about 1847. hut only the first two were 
actually employed in printing the adhesive postage stamps which 
appeared in that year. Die 8 was accordingly fitted with date- 
plugs and included in the set of dies brought into use in 1855 for 
stamping envelopes.

ADHE8IVE POSTACE STAMP SERIES
including pkoofs.

f i . )  Die-number preceded by "  U'. U ”  without stop after second IF.
18. green, undated.

Unused. Used.
Registered, First used.* Last used.* s. d. s. d.

621 D ic W .W I  25.6.47 21.6.47 28.4.55 £10 5 0
( i i . )  Same, but initials  “ IF .IF .”  thicker and each followed by

a stop.
18- green, undated, continued.

622 Die W .W . 2 8.2.53 23.2.54 8.1.57 £10 5 0
623 Die W .W . 3 ,, — — (Unknown)
Proo fs .— Proofs of Die 2 occur on laid paper, usually overprinted 

“  Specimen ”  (£5j.
Public Issue.— The Adhesive I/- stamps were first issued to the 

public on 11.9.47, in sheets of 20 stamps disposed in five rows of 
four. The quantity printed was 373,000 sheets or 7,460,000 ini 
pressions, hut only 5,655,240 appear to have been issued (see The 
Adhesive Stamps o f the Hritish Isles, p. 67). The creation 
warrants were for the following quantities : —

1847 40,000 sheets 1852 46,000 sheets
1848 none 1853 64,000 ,,
1849 none 1854 82,000 ,,
1850 16,000 sheets 1855 45,000
1851 32,000 185« 48,000

No stamps were printed subsequently to 10.56.

‘ These are ofticial dates, except the few cases queried.
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SOMERSET HOUSE 8ERIES.

Hi.) Group ii.. i t i n t i n n i l i . Thicker nut l i l t s  · * ł\r. ł \ with stop
after each IV,

t - green , dated.
Barlicst Latest Unused. Used.

Registered, date of use. date of use. s. d. s. d.

824 Die W .W . 3 — 9.11.55 28.9.75 5 0 5 0
(в) “  Specimen ’ 1 7.12.55 — 3 0

i Ш . ( Sinne as in primp i. Thin initials with no stop after
secanti IV.

825 Die W AV  4 29.6.89 29.6.69 31.7.74 20 0 1 0
(VJ(4 Die W AV .4 .. 15 0 2 0

(¡V.) Thicker initials, as in printp it., hut no stop after second
\V, us in group i .

627 Die W AV 6 2.7.74 31.7.74 7.1.82 10 0 5 0
(</) white *J<»t on ground above forehead.

30 0628 Die W AV 7 2.7.74 31. 7.74 31.8.75 40 0
629 Die W AV  8 ,, 8.11.81 13.3.82 £5 80 0
«30 Die W AV  9 13.(4.82 8(1 0 30 0

(</) white dots on A of "  Pustage."
(h) w hite dot under nose.
(c) white dot tn front of eye.
(i/) white dot on outline N.l*. of se.·onJ I of

"  Shilling.”

(v.) Thinner in itials apain as in primp iii.

«401 Die W AV  10 9. 2.82 13. 8.82 3.12.83 io 0 5 0
«32 Die W AV  11 21.10.84 5 0 3 0
«33 Die W AV 12 ,, 3.12.84 14. 3.85 5 0 3 0

(n) after 2.Й5.1лгце white blot ncaredge1j f  ground
opposite forehead.

(04 Die W AV 13 » .  2.82 21.t0.84 29.10.90 3 0 2 0
(,() white dot sometimes on ground under die-

number.

(v i. ) Thicker initials, with stop after each IV.

«35 Die W AV. 14 17.12.84 14. 3.85 18.10.93?
( λ ) With W AV. and die No. 3 0 2 0
(ii) WAX’, and die N'o. removed (1891-92) 3 0 2 0

(,<) white hhit in front of eye.

C36 Die W AV. 15 17.12.84 (Never brought into use).
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t/- green, with 5 dot florete,

637 Die WWV. 14

Harl iest
Approved. date *»f пне.

. -.94 ?

Latest Unused. Used,
date of use. s. d. s. d.

4 Ü 3 0

1/· green, with 9 dot florets.
638 Die WWW 14 — — . .94 ? — .12.00? 4 11 4 0

(v i i . )  In it ia ls  W .U ’ . without stops (? ).

1/- green, without date-holes.
639 D icW W KS 2 9 .1.98 - .1 2 .0 0  ? .02 ?

(a ) With \VW and die-number removed 20 0 20 0
I » )  ,, replaced (3.01) 40 0 30 0

040 Die W W  17 29.1.98)
641 Die W W  18 ,, Never brought into use.
642 Die W W  19 .. I
When telegram forms ceased in 1885 to he stamped with dies of 

this value, the major portion of their usefulness disappeared ; in 
fact only two dies were brought into use after that date.

The values are the same as in the Victorian series—Jd., Id,, !Ąd.. 
2d., 2Jd., 3d.. 4d., 6d.. lod., I/-,— but the Hid. value is not available 
for stamping public stationery.

There are two sets of dies : —
1. With initials “  HR ”  embossed at the base of the bust, 

employed at Messrs. De la Rue Λ Co.'s works at Bunhill 
Row for stamping Post Office stationery (values Jd,, Id. 
only).

¡1. With die-numbers embossed at the base of the bust, 
employed at Somerset House for stamping public stationery 
(all values except the 10d..) and Post Office telegram forms 
(6d. and lOd. values only).

S k c t io n  II.

Is s u e s  o f  t h e  R e i g n  o f  R in g  E d w a r d  V II.
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HALFPENNY.

I . —Past Office Senes of Dies. 
td. green, dies BR.

Unused* Used.
s. d. a. d*

fisi (a) dark green, 7.1.02 (official datel 0 2 0 1
fiä'2 (b) yellow-green 0 t 0 I

It is supposed that these dies are \"os. I to fi. fil to 42, missing 
front the public series, but as they do not show the numbers and 
rarely have marks of wear, they are undistinguishable.

I I . — Public Series о/ Pies.

4d. dark green, with die-number embossed 
at base of bust.

Registered. Hardest postmark seen.
9 0to.4 Die 7 I I .  4.02 I) 4

854 Die 8 29. 1.02 0 9 0 4
855 Die 9 13. 2.02 1) 9 0 4
858 Die 10 7. 2.02 0 9 0 4
857 Die 11 19. fi.02 0 9 0 4
fi.SS Die 12 15. 2 02 1) 9 0 4
859 Die Ifi 15. 7.0fi 3 0 0 fi
880 Die 14 18. 4.02 1) 9 0 4
881 Die 15 9. 5.02 0 9 0 4
fifi'2 Die Ifi 2fi. 5.02 0 9 0 4
fififi Die 17 19. 6.02 1) 9 0 4
(ifit Die 18 fid. 5.02 0 9 0 4
885 Die 19 25. 7.02 0 9 0 4
888 Die 20 18. 7.02 0 fi 0 3
887 Die 21 13. 9.02 0 fi 0 3
888 Die 22 20. 2.011 0 fi 0 3
(i(i9 Die 23 27. 9.02 0 6 0 3
fi70 Die 24 25.10.02 0 9 0 3
fi/l Die 25 28. 2.03 0 ii 0 3
B72 Die 2fi 5. 9.03 0 в 0 3
87.4 Die 27 fill, 7 (Ifi 5 0 0 4
87 4 Die 28 29. 8.0fi 0 fi 0 3
875 Die 29 5. 9.03 0 fi 0 3
87 8 Die fill 5. 9.03 0 9 0 4
877 Die 4fi 15.11.02 0 fi 0 3
fits Die 44 21. 2.03 0 fi 0 3
fi/9 Die 45 5. 9.03 0 fi 0 3
fisi) Die 4fi 13.ll.0fi 0 fi 0 3
fifil Die 47 2fi. 9.03 3 0 0 4
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682 Die 48
Rv^mtereJ Earliest postmark

3.11.03
seen.

Unused, 
s. d. 
0 6

l  scd. 
s. J.
0 3

683 Die 49 — 23.10.03 0 9 0 4
684 Die 50 — 13.11.03 0 6 о 3
685 Die 51 — 9. 4.04 1 0 о 3
686 Die 52 — 24. 3.04 0 6 0 3
687 Die 53 — 9. 7.04 0 6 0 3
688 Die 54 — 7. 7.04 0 6 о л
689 Die 55 — 1 1. 8.04 1 6 0 3

Ad. yellow-groon.
690 Die 46

same.
3. 3.05 10 0 3 0

691 Die 47 — — (Not yet seen)
692 Die 48 — 5. 1,05 0 9 0 4
693 Die 49 — — (Not yet seen)
694 Die 50 2. 1.05 0 6 0 2
695 Die 51 9. 1.05 0 4 <» 2
696 Die 52 — 18. 1.05 3 0 1 0
697 Die 53 — — (Not yet seen)
698 Die 54 — 5. 1.0.5 0 4 0 2
699 Die 55 — 29.12.04 1 0 0 2
700 Die 56 3. 1.05 0 4 0 2
701 Die 57 — 31. 3.05 0 4 0 2
702 Die 58 — 4. 7,05 0 4 0 2
703 Die 59 — — (Not yet seen)
704 Die 60 — 1. 5.05 0 4 0 2
There are several shades both o f the da 

Kroen.
ONE PENNY.

к green and the yellow-

I .  — Post Office Scries o f  Dies.
751 Id. carmine, dies HR. (21.1.02) .............. 0 2 О I

It is supposed that these dies are Nos. I to 6 and 31 to 42, which 
are missing from the public series, but as they do not show num­
bers and rarely have marks of wear, it is impossible to distinguish 
between them.

I I .  — Public Series o f  Dies.
1d. carmine, with die-number embossed at

base o f bust.
Registered. Earliest postmark seen.

752 Die 7 -  1. 3.02 .............. 0 9 0 4
753 Die 8 — 28. 2.02 .............. 0 9 0 4
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Unused. Used.

7Я4 Die 9
Registered. Hardest postmark

17. 2.02
seen. H.

0
j.
8

Я.
0

d.
4

7 55 Die 10 — 10. 2,02 5 0 2 0
755 Die 1 1 — 7. 2.02 0 9 0 4
757 Die 12 — 14. 3.02 0 9 0 4
75S Die 13 — 13. 2.02 0 9 0 4
759 Die 14 — 18. 4.02 0 9 0 4
7 HO Die 15 — 30. 5.02 0 9 0 4
7ΠΙ Die 18 — 5. 9.02 3 0 1 0
782 Die 17 — 12, 8.02 0 9 0 4
763 Die 18 — 30. 7 02 5 0 I 0
<84 Die 19 — 23. 7.02 5 0 1 0
7(15 Die 20 26. 7.02 0 9 0 4
"(Hi Die 21 — 7. 8.02 0 9 0 4
787 Die 22 — 8. 8.02 0 9 0 4
788 Die 23 — 20. 9.02 0 9 0 4
7 88 Die 24 — 27. 9.02 0 9 0 4
770 Die 25 — 3. 1.03 0 9 0 4
771 Die 28 — fi. 2.03 5 0 1 0
772 Die 27 — 20. 2.03 0 9 0 4
773 Die 28 — 7. 3.( 3 to 0 5 0
774 Die 29 — 13. 3.03 0 9 0 4
775 Die 30 — 15. 8.03 0 9 0 4
778 Die 43 — 7. 1.03 0 8 0 3
777 Die 44 — 15.11.02 0 4 0 3
778 Die 45 — 16. 9.03 3 0 1 0
778 Die 48 — 6. 8.03 2 0 0 3
780 Die 47 — 8. 8.03 0 8 0 3
781 Die 48 15. 8.03 5 0 1 0
782 Die 49 — 25. 7.03 0 6 0 3
782 Die 50 — 20. 6.03 0 6 0 3
784 Die 51 — 18. 7.03 2 0 1 0
785 Die 52 — 8. 8.03 2 0 0 3
788 Die 53 — 25. 7.03 0 6 0 3
787 Die 54 — 10.10.03 0 6 0 3
788 Die 55 — 10.10.03 0 6 0 3
788 Die 56 — 23. 1.04 0 6 0 3
780 Die 57 — 17.10.03 0 4 0 2
781 Die 58 — 10.11.03 0 4 0 2
782 Die 59 — 9. 4.04 0 4 0 2
788 Die 60 — 2. 5.04 0 9 0 2
781 Die HI — 23.10.04 0 4 0 2
785 Die 62 — 9. 9.04 0 4 0 2
788 Die 83 — 8.10.04 0 4 0 2
787 Die 64 — 12.10.04 0 9 0 3
788 Die 65 — 27.10.04 0 4 0 2
798 Die 66 — 4. 1.05 0 4 0 2

L p to tlít: time o f going to press (14.8.05) no dies above No. fifi 
buv. been scen, although over seven months have now elapsed 
»nee that die was recorded. N ew  dies w ill be chronicled as soon 
as they appear, in E w c n ' s  W eek ly .  S t a m p  N e w s .



52 King's Head Envelope Dies.

THREE HALFPENCE.

/. - Public S c r ia  o f Dies.
I^d. yellow.

Die
Registered. Rarliest postmark seen.

1 — 20. 9.02 ............

CnUSvd.
s. J.

c*
L«cd. 
s. d.
II 2

(A) orange-yellow 1 0 0 6
(в) pale yellow ................................. 1 0 0 6
lc| brownish-yellow... 1 0 II 6

2d. lake.
826 Die 1
827 Die 2

TWO PENCE.

I,  —  Public Serien o f  Dies

21. 2.03 .............. C* 0 4
19.12.03 .............. 0 9 0 6

TWO PENCE HALFPENNY.

ƒ.— Post Office Series o f  Dies.
Dies 1 and 2 have been reserved for stamping post office 

stationery.

“ C ” indicates that the die is in current use.
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24d. (blue 7)
831 Die “  HH ”  (1) ! registered. but not yet
832 ,, (2} i brought into use.

There is no present prospect of envelopes stamped from these 
dies being issued by the Post Office, as the sale for the Queen's Head 
Envelopes of this value was so small as hot to justify the con­
tinuance o f stocking it. It is possible, however, a supply may be 
printed for the Levant Post Offices, but in that case they will be 
surcharged 40 paras as before. The two dies will probably be 
indistinguishable.

l í . — Public Series o f  Pies.

2Ad. ultramarine.“ L'niiscd. Used.
H. .1. s. d.

833 Die :3 25. 2.03 C. 0 4
(A) bright ultramarine 1 0 0 (5
(1·) lilac-ultra marine... 1 0 0 fi
<C) pale ultramarine... i о 0 β

THREE PENCE.

/.—  Public Series o f  Dies.

3d. chooolate-brown.
Siti Die 1 — 21. 2.03 .............. 2 0
837 Die 2 — end 12.03 .............  C

1 6 
0 5

FOUR PENCE.

I ,— Public Series o f  Dies.
id. vermilion.

84: Die 1 — 21. 2.03 .............. C 0 0
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SIX PENCE.

/. Pub lic  Series o f  Dies.
Unused. Used.

S .  d .  S .  d .

6d. violet.
846 Die 1 _ 23. 2.02 ... 3 0 1 6
847 Die 2 — 21. 6.03 ... 3 0 1 6
84 S Die 3 — 21. 6.03 3 0 1 6
849 1 >ie 4 — 14. 6.03 3 0 1 6
850 Die 5 — 14.11.03 3 <1 I 6
851 Die 6 — 30.10.03 3 0 1 6
852 1 >ic 7 — 19. 9.04 3 0 1 tí
853 Die 8 9. 9.04 C 0 H

Books of telegram forms stamped with all the 
still on sale at post offices throughout the

e dies are probably
country

TEN PENCE.

/. Pub lic  Series o f  Dies.
10d. red-brown.

Stil Die I —  2.It).OH ..............
Impressions from the I Oil. die can only be obtained 

forms.

t ■— Public Series o f Dies.
18. yellow-green.

866 Die 1 —

C
on

I 0 
telegram

I 624. 9.03 C
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PART 111.
REGISTRATION ENVELOPE STAMPS.

S U C T IO N  I ,  —Issues o f  tin Reían o f  Queen Victoria.

Special envelopes for registered letters were first issued by the 
Post Office on January 1st, 1878. Temporary use was made of 
envelope dies for the purpose of stamping the first issues, the 
special dies not being ready until March. 1878.

PROVISIONAL SERIES.

Made with dies of the envelope series.

For the first few days. Die 1 of the I’d. envelope series, which 
was then in use for stamping public stationer) , was made use of. 
Orders were however given to prepare dies 8, 4 and 5 u bieli were 
in reserve at the time and as soon as these were available, die 1 
uns restored to its ordinary employment, although subsequently 
again made use of for a few days.

Before printing from these rites a moveable band was affixed 
round the upper portion of the che. Ol these bands, there appear 
to have been at least four and they were generally affixed to the 
s.one dies. The bands show the following marks :

H a n »  1.
(a) 21.11-77. No marks?
lin 22. 11.77,—White shuidge between Land Y of "  Only.”
lei 22,11.77. White dot to rieht of upper tip of N of ” Registration."
Ul) 12.12.77. Semi-colon between X and I- of ” Only.

H a n d  I f .
(„I 22.11.77. White dot over second I of ” Registration,”
(/»121.12.77, Hot between R and lí of '* Registration.”
lel IS. 1.78. White wear spilt on under edge of line under F of "  For.”
(cf) 24. 1.7Н. White dot under В of "  Registration.

Hanu III.
(a) 24.11.77.—No marks V
(/»I 21.12.77. Faint while dot before loot of I· of " bor.
(el 18. 2,78, — Faint obite dot under L\ "f  ” Only.

Hand IV. (It is not quite certain if this is distinct from Band 
III, W e have only seen one specimen.)

(,/) 26. 11.77. White· dot over (» of ** Ксц,!ч1г;,* '" г1-
(/,) 26,11.77.— Dot under пц1и tip of К of ‘ Registration.”

In thickly inked impressions the marks are seldom discernible. 
Tí band described above as IV. cannot be cither I. or II.. and is 
pr< i;iblv not III. as the latter appears to have been appropriated to 
dk S from 24.11.77 onward.
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871

2d. blue, envelope dies, dated.

Hegistercd.
Die 1 WAV.
(a ) W it h  band 1.
( » I  .. III.

Earliest Latest
Unpost · 
marked.

Post­
marked.

date seen. date seen. s. d. S .  d .

21.11.77 23.11.77 15 0 5 0
8. 3.78 13. 3.78 15 0 5 0

(,,) '21.11.77.—White dot on ground opposite PR 
of ** Pence."

(/>) 22.11.77.—White dot between network and 
inner oval opposite hair at hack of head. 
On 8.3.78 the dot connects the network 
and oval.

872 Die 3 W A V .
(A) W ith  band IV . 23.11.77 26.11.77 40 0
(HI 1. 10.12.77 24. 1.78 5 0

(C) 11. 6. 3.78 12. 3.78 10 0
(«/) 25.11.77.—White dot to left *»f network be­

tween C and E of "  Pence."
(/») Left arm of W  of “ T w o " broken. (Only occasionally distinct.) 
(c) White dot above and below network between month and year.

873 Die 4 W AV . —
(a ) With band II. 23.11.77 1.3.78 5 0 Ί Ο

(<r) 27.12.77.—White dot oser month.
(Μ 28.12.77.—White wedge attached to inside 

edge of oval opposite C of ** Pence."
(c) 6. 2.78. Two white dots on ground over T

of “ Tw o."
(</) 19. 2.78.—Outer line cut through under A of 

** Postage."
(t*) 19. 2.78. -  ( inter line cut through over the year.

874 Die 5 W AV. —
(a ) W ith hand 111. 24.11.77 7.3.78 5 0 3 «

(«/) 10.12.77. -T w o  white dots at back of neck, 
opposite *" W .W ."

(/i) 13.12.77.—White dot on rim of stamp over 
space between month and year.

(c) 21.12.77.— Him of stamp cut or indented three 
times under GE of “ Postage.” Known 
dated this day. both with and without 
breaks.

Proof. — A proof of die 3 is known on laid paper, dated 28.3.78 (60 ·)·
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Pates o f  S tam ping .—The following is a list of the dates of
stamping we have met with. Tile list is probably far front
complete.

true. Dies. Date. Dies. Date. Dies.
21.11.77 1 3. 1.78 4 15. 2.78 4. 5
22.11.77 1 4. 1.78 nil. Its. 2.78 nil.
23.11 77 1. 4 5. 1.78 nil. IS. 2.78 5
24 11.77 5 7. 1.78 nil. 19. 2.78 4. 5
28.11 77 3 8. 1.78 nil. 20. 2.78 nil.
27.11.77 nil. 9. 1.78 nil. 21. 2.78 4
28.11.77 nil. 10. 1.78 nil. 22. 2.78 4. 5
28.11 77 nil 11. 1.78 nil. 23. 2,78 nil.
За. 11.77 nil. 12. 1.78 nil. 25. 2.78 4, 5

1.12.77 nil. 14. 1.78 nil. 26. 2,78 4
3.12.77 nil. 15. 1.78 4. 5 27. 2.78 4, 5
4.12.77 nil. 18. 1.78 5 28. 2.78 nil.
5.12.77 nil. 17. 1.78 4 1. 3.78 4. 5
8.12.77 nil. IS. 1.78 4. 5 2. 3.78 nil.
7.12.77 nil. 19. 1.78 nil. 4. 3.78 nil.
S. 12.77 nil. 21. 1.78 nil. 5. 3.78 nil.

10,12.77 3, 5 ■JO 1.78 3. 5 6. 3.78 3. 5
11.12.77 3, 5 23. 1.78 3 7. 3.78 3. 5
12,12.77 nil. '24. 1.78 3. 4 8. 3.78 1. 3
13.12.77 3, 5 25. 1.78 4 9. 3.78 nil.
14.12.77 3. 5 28. 1.78 nil. 11. 3.78 I
15.12.77 3, 5 28. 1.78 5 12. 3.78 1. 3
17.12.77 nil. 29. 1.78 4 13. 3.78 1
IS. 12.77 3, 5 30. 1.78 nil. 14. 3.78 nil.
19.12.77 3, 5 31. 1.78 5 15. 3.78 nil.
20.12.77 3, 5 1. 2.78 4. 5 16. 3.78 nil.
21.12.77 4. 5 2. 2.78 nil. IS. 3.78 nil.
22.12.77 4. 5 4. 2.78 4 19. 3.78 nil.
24.12.77 4. 5 5. 2.78 4 20. 3.78 nil.
25.12.77 nil. 8. 2.78 4. 5 21. 3.78 nil.
28.12.77 nil. 7. 2.78 4. 5 22. 3.78 nil.
27 12.77 4 8. 2.78 4 23. 3.78 nil.
28.12.77 4 9. 2.78 nil. 25. 3.78 nil.
29,12.77 4. 5 tl. 2.78 nil. 26. 3.78 nil.
31 12.77 4. 5 12. 2.78 5 27. 3.78 special series

1. 1.78 nil. 13. 2.78 nil. commenced ?
2. 1.78 nil. 14. 2.78 4. 5 28. ,4.7<S (proof) :*

As far as is known die 4 never survived the heavy «o rk  to which
it was exposed during this period, 11.77 to 3.78. At all events it 
lias never been seen without the registration band. Dies 1, 3 and 
5 w ere however all subsequently used without the band for stamping 
stationery brought in the ordinary way for that purpose to 
Somerset House. It is a mystery which has never been solved, 
winch die (if any) was in use at Somerset House for stamping 
public stationery whilst die I was being employed for the registra­
tion envelopes. Die 2 had been in use from 1Я55 to 1862 and it is 
supposed that with the exception of the registration-stamp days die 
I was in uninterrupted use from ISíi2 till about 1885.

К
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SPECIAL RECI8TRATI0N STAMPS.
The earliest date o f an impression from one of the special d io  

which has yet been found is 27.3.78, although the issue of tin: e 
envelopes is supposed to have commenced on 1.4.78.

f i )  Curl tilm osI detached. W ith  die-numbers.

2d. blue (shades). Dated.
H:irl*est

Relateret!. date seen,
875 Die 1 — ?

(л I blue, sea-blue 28. 8.78

L* npf ist­ Post
Latest ni arked. markei

date seen s. d. К .  t

15. 5.79 0 9 0

(,/) small white hook attached to inner circle 
opposite first E o f-Pen ce/* (Sec mark 
cl, die 2).

(b) after 7.78 «roup of white dots and general
signs « if wear over first date hole-

(c) after 7.5.79 white dot opposite the A of
** Registration ” and near the crown.

876 Die 2 — ?
(л) blue, sea blue 27.3.78 31.5.79 0 9 0 4

(i/) short white bar slanting upwardsand attached 
to inner circle opposite P E  of “ Pence *’ 
lower than the hook in die 1.

(/j) after 18.9.78 a mark similar to a V turned 
sideways appears opposite the S  of 
-  Registration.”

(c) after 27.11.78? Ulne line over RE of 
·* Registration “ broken.

877 Die 3 — ?
(a) blue, sea-blue 21.5.79 19.10.80 0 9 0 4

Ri) 15. 8.79. White dot on ground opposite C of
-  Pence.”

(/») 26. 5.80. Rine circle cut through over CH of
-  Pence.’*

(c) 31. 7.80. White dot on «round under base of 
bust.

(t/) 8. 9.80. —White dot opposite forehead, etc.

878 Die 4 -  ?
(a) blue, sea-blue 24. 7.79 24. 1,81 0 9 0 4

( « )  17.10.79.—White dot on inner edge of white 
circle under P of '* Pence.”

(b) 31. 1.80.—White dot on «round under R of
-  Registration.”

(c) 14. 4.80.—Two white dots on ground opposite
nose.

(if) 19. 5.80.—This die begins to show general 
signs of wear.
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Hnrlicst IA illesi
C »post­
marked.

Post­
marked.

Registered, date seen. Jate seen. s. J. s. d.
Die 5 ?
(a ) blue, dull blue 18. 2.81 80. 8.82 0 9 0 4
(в) lilac-grey 10, 2.82 21. 2.82 20 0 10 0
(C) error, “ 2 4 inverted 1. £.82 8. g.82 40 0 30 0

(u) State A. IK.2.81 to 1.12.81. — Dot on ground 
opposite RK oř '* Registration."

161 Stati; В. 12.1.82.—No marks?
İr) Krom 1.2.82. White Hot on ground opposite 

G of "  Registration.’’
8S0 |)ie (j ? Only employed with florets ?
Dittes.—The above dies are known bearing: dates in the following 

months :—
Die 1. 3.78 t.1 5.79 except 2.79.
Die- 2. 3.78 to 5.79 1.79. 2.79
Die 3. 8.79 to 10,80
Die- 4. 7.79 to 1.81 .. 12.79, 8.80.
Die 5, 2.81 to 3.82 ,, 4.81. 5.81.

Die 5 in violet is only known dated 17.2.82 and 21.2.82. Impres­
sions in dull blue are also known dated 17.2.82 as well as 
intermediate days.

P roo f,— A proof of die I. dated 27.8.78, ts known on laid paper 
(40/-). ’

2d. blue, with 9 dot florets.

Registered.
Karliest 

postmark seen.

Un post­
marked. 

S- d.

Post* 
marked, 

s. d.
SSI Die 5

(a) pale blue . .82 2 0  0 15 0
SS2 Die 8

(A) pale blue 5.6.82 о 2 0
(в) green 22.3.84 5 о 3 0
(C) slate-grey 28.4.84 15 0 lo o

(it) in the цгесп arnJ цгсу impressi«ms tbc ground 
is usually very spotty, but there ;ire no 
prominent marks.

//.— W ithout litf-n iim ber.
About 1888 or 1884 four dies were brought into use without die- 

number and as they fall between Nos. fi and 11. it is presumed 
they are dies 7, 8, 9, 10, Although it is quite easy to distinguish 
between them by means of marks of wear, it is not known which 
die is which. The order tentatively allotted to them in this cata­
logue İs based on the shades in which the impressions are found. 
One of the dies occurs in four shades, blue, grey, violet-blue, pale 
blue, the order o f these colours being fairly definitely established 
In a comparison of the marks of wear. One of the other dies is 
found in grey only and is put second, whilst a third is found in 
grey and violet-blue and is accorded third place, as die 9. The 
remaining die (10 ?) is only found in the later violet-blue shade. It
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is supposed that the first of these dies lasted a much longer time 
than the others, as it is the only one found in the pale blue shade 
used for die 11.

2d, blue, With 5 dot florets, (In the very earliest impres­
sions, the centre floret has 9 dots but the four small dots 
were worn away or removed almost immediately).

Un post- Post· 
Harliest marked. marktı!.

Registered. postmark seen. s. d. s. J.
883 Die 7 ?

(a ) blue 17.4.84 20 0 lá 0
State Í., showing marks a, b.

„  ii. „  a, b, c.
,, iii. ,, „  b, c, d. e, f.

(HI slate-grey 20.3.84 5 0 3 11
State iv., showing marks c. d. e, g.

„  v. „  „  d. c, g, h.
(C| violet-blue 10.5.84 4 0 2 *1

State v., showing marks d, e, g, h.
(L>) pale blue 7.5.84 2 0 2 0

State v., showing marks it. c, g, h.
„  vi., „  ,, d, c, g, h, i.

(,/) white dot SAV. o f foot o f T  o f ••Two.'“
(h) white blot on line under second H o f* · Pence," 
(O  white dot opposite К o f ** Registration.”  
j (/» R o f ** Registration”  i tit at top. 
te) line under T  o f “ T w o ”  cut through.
( ƒ ) dot opposite nose (c hanges to ц).
(g ) twin dots opposite nose.
ih)  dot a becomes an inverted comma.
if) white dot tinder curl.

2d. blue, with 9 dot florete.
884 Die 8?

(a ) slate-grey 28.4.84 5 0
State i. No marks. (Rare).
State ii. Marks a, b.

885

(и ) К o f *· Registration ”  broken at top. 
ih) white dot at back o f foot o f neck.

Die 9 ?
(a ) slate-grey 16.4.84 30 0

State i. Marks a, b. c, ü.
(В ) violet-blue 10.5.84 10 0

State i. Marks a. b, c. cl.
State ii. Marks a, b, c. d. e, f.

(</) white blot over first Horet.
ib) C )  c»f ·* Registration ** cut through at foot.
(c) tw о white dots opposite I -N o f ·· Pence.”  
iti) left upper tip o f N o f ”  Pence ”  broken.
(c) outer line broken over 2nd R o f ·* Regis­

tration.”
(/ )  snow -storm on the background.
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NS6 Die
<A )

Un post­ Post­
H.irlicst marked. marked.

Registered. postmark seen.
10 ?

s. d. s. d.

Violet-blue 
State i. 
State ii. 
State iii. 
State iv. 
State v.

17.3.84
Marks b.
Marks a, b. c.
Marks c, d. c.
Marks c, d, c, f. 
Marks c, d , e. f, ft.

5 0 3 0

(</) very famt white Jot opposite eye.
(b) ditto on {¿round opposite КС» of ·· Regis­

tration.”
(c‘) white Jot on ground S.K. of N of *' Regis­

tration.*’
(</) white dot on {¿round opposite T\V of •’ Two.” 
(e) white dot on {¿round opposite end К *·ί 

** Pence-”
( ƒ ) two white dots opposite forehead.
(g ) snow-storm o f w hite dots on centre {¿round.

The four unnumbered dies are all very scarce in the earliest 
state with clear network. Λ good test is the network before the 
letter A o f “  Registration.”  If the stamp is at all worn, it will be 
separated from the latter by a white border.

T y p e  II.
Soliti curl at back of head. 

I)ie-numhers restored.

2d. blue, with 5 dot florets (usually reduced by wear to 3 
or 4 dots and sometimes to none!.

NS7 D ie  11
( a ) blue 9.7.84

State t. X<i marks.
State ii. Mark a.
State iii. Marks a, b.

ini pale blue 
State iii. 
State iv. 
State v. 
State vi. 
State vii.

9.6.85
Marks a, b.
Marks a, b, e, d.
Marks a, b, e. d, c. 
Marks a, b, c. d, e. f. 
Marks a, b, e. d, e, f. g.

(.;) white dot on {¿found under N o f “  Regis­
tration.”

(6) white dot on ground under IS  o f “  Regis­
tration.”

(c) line over hrst T  o f ** Registration ”  cut 
through.

(i/) first dot in first floret disappears, leaving 
three clear dots. In the other florets, 
the dots are all blurred and smudged or 
missing.

(e) (» o f *’ Registration ”  broken at foot.
( /  ) white dot under curl.
(jf) white scratch between hair and P  o f 

”  Pence.”

() 9

0 9

0 6

0 4
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2d. blue, 9 dot florets.
X. nptiSt-

Earliesl marked.
Registered. postmark seen. s. d.

888 Die 12
(a ) blue 14.5.85 2 0

<tf) white scratches on ground opposite К of 
16 Registration

16} white blot under PH  o f Pence.’ '
(c) w hite dot close to forehead.

889 Die 13
(a ) blue 14. 9.85 1 0
|B) violet-blue 29.12.85 15 0

(</) two or three white dots at back o f neck, 
opposite C o f *’ Pence."

(/,>) white dot on ground under PA  of ”  Regis­
tration."

(e) line over C of “  Pence "  broken.

2d. blue, with Б or 9 dot florete or both mixed.
890 Die 14 — — .— .86? 3 0

(A) darb blue, Horets, 9, 9, 5 dots.
(a)  white dot or dots under chin, 
tl>) white blot on white line over Hrst Horet.

T y p e  I I I .

Curl itt Intel: o f haul almost detached.
891 Die 15 — - . - . 8 6 ?  3 0

(a ) dark blue, florets, 5, 9, 5 dots.
<«/) white dot under ( i  of “  Registration.”
(M white blot «ui white circle under second I <>f 

** Registration.”

892 Die 16 — - . — .87? 3 (I
(a ) dark blue, with 9 dot florets (no marks).
(B) ,, ,. 5 dot ,, (mark ci).

(a ) faint white tint under euri.

893 Die 17 -  - .— .87? 4 l.
(a ) dark blue, with 9 dot florets.

(«/) cut in blue line under I ( )  of “  Registration.”
(I>) white dot oppi site HC o f "  Registration.”

894 Die 18 — 3.10.88 4 0
(л) dark blue, with 9 dot florets.

[tt) white dot on blue line under HA o f 11 Regis* 
t ration.”

(b) two w hite dots on ground over centre floret.

895 Die 19 — — .— .88? 4 0
(a ) dark blue, with 9 dot florets.

(it) white dot opfosite forehead.
(),) white dots under chin.

896 Die 20 -  -  .89 ? 4 0
(a) dark blue, 9 dot florets (worn).

(u) network connected with white circle, between 
two first florets.

Host- 
marked. 

N. J.

1 0

«I 6 
10 (I

2 0

2 0

2 0

3 0

3 0

3 0

3 0
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U n post·
Karl iest marked.

Registered. postmark secu. s· d.
897 Die 2t — — ,— .90? 4 0

(a ) ultramarine. 5 dot florets.
(a)  triangle o f white dots on ground over ri^ln 

floret.

S98 Die 22 — —>— ,90? 4 0
(a ) ultramarine, 5 dot florets.

<«/) white dot on ground opposite tip of crown.
(/») t) of ** T w o” broken at top.

.499 Die 23 — — .· .90? 4 0
(a ) ultramarine, 5 dot florets.

(«/) corner of bust connected by white line with 
white circle over right floret.

900 Die 24 — 14. 1.91 3 0
(a ) ultramarine, 9 dot florets.

(</) white dot on ground just under lips.
(/>) outer rim of die indented opposite right floret.
(c) blue line over S of *’ Registration "  broken.

I *ost · 
marked, 

s. d.
3 0

3 0

3 0

о 0

Т уре  IV.

Curl ut hack o f  hcail attached hy threat!.·,·.*

901 Die 25 -  — , — .91 ? 
(a ) ultramarine, 9 dot florets.

3 0 2 0

( « )  A of '■ Wvpistr.itHtí · broken at t. p 
(b ) white dots ir front of throat.

902 Die 26 — — .— .92? 
(a ) ultramarine, 9 dot florets ?

20 0 20 0

903 Die 27 — — .— .92? 5 0 4 0
(a ) ultramarine, 9 dot florets.

(,i) lar>*ti white dot on sr,,un4 opposite <> of 
"  Registration."

(6) white dot to right of base of bust.

904 Die 28 - — — .— .93? (Unknown)
(a ) ultramarine, 9 dot florets ?

905 Die 29 — .— .93? 10 0 5 0
(a ) ultramarine, 9 dot florets ?

(«/) white Jot on ground opposite eye.
(bj white dot on ground opposite second К of 

** Pence."

* Illustrations of eleven different types of curls which are found fin the 
I inhossed Envelope Stamps of Great Игнат are illustrated ín I / E we n ' в 
W eekly Circuiti  r for 5.3.98. The types are as follows :■—11 ) Found on ^d. dies I to 
S. also on 2,.d.. 3d., 4d. dies ; (2) Other Ad. dies ; (3) Karl) Id. and all 2d. ; in those 
■ the Id. the dot at the end of the curl is absent : (4> Ul. after 1888 and l£d. : {5) 
« : dies only ; (8) Hid. : (7) 1/-: <S) Registration dies 1 to Ю; (9) ditto, dies 11 to 14; 
i ; U) ditto, dies 15 to 24: (111 ditto, dies 25 to 29, Worn or thickly inked itn- 
I 'essions occasionali) provide exceptions. See also “ The Dies Used on Registered 
I nvclopes of Great Hritain.** an illustrated article by Mr. O. Firth (London  
t i t i la  telist. 4.98/102, 5.98/128).
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9(1«
907
908
909
910
911
912

Die 30 Never brought into use ? 
Die 31.
Die 321

Die 34 Never completed ?

Die 35 I 
Die 36

t v i>i·: v .
Sm aller design, w ithout florets.

2d. grey-blue, blue, bright blue.
Earliest Unused. L N ed .

Registered. postmark seen. s. <j. s. d.
913 Die 37 — - ,  .94 5 *> 0 0 9
914 Die 38 — . .94 ? 2 0 0 9
915 Die 39 — . .95 ? 2 0 0 9
916 Die 40 — . .94 ? 2 0 0 9
917 Die 41 — — . — .95 ? 1 6 0 6
918 Die 42 — . ,96 ? 1 « 0 6
919 Die 43 15. 1.97 2 0 0 9
920 Die 44 — . .99 ? 2 0 0 9
921 Die 45 . .94 ? 2 0 0 9
922 1 )ie 46 — — ( Unknown)
923 Die 47 — 11. 3.95 1 « 0 (i
924 Die 48 — — (Un known)
925 Die 49)i
926 1)ie 5(1 J

927 Die 51 Never brought
928 Die 52 into use.
929 Die 53 1
930 Die 54 1
The above dies were not brought into use in the order of the

numbers, as in 1894 we find dies 37, 38, 40 and 45 in use followed
by 39. 41 and 47 in 1895. if indeed these three dies 1liad not been
introduced during 1894. During 1896 dies 41 and 42 only appear to 
have been in use, followed by die 43 (chronicled in L 'Estrange 
Bwen's Weekly C ircu lar o f 15.1.97) and dies 37, 38 (brought back 
into use again). Die 50 was recorded in Bwen's Weekly Circular 
of 20.11,97, but this must have been a mistake, as the die was 
never given out to the stampers. W hen Bwen's StatutariI Priced 
Catalogue о/ the Stamps ami Postmarks o f the United Kingdom  
was published in 1898, dies 44, 46. 48 were unknown, and although 
over three years subsequently elapsed before the Queen’s Head 
dies were withdrawn from use, only one of these dies, No. 44. 
appears to have been requisitioned.
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S E C T IO N  I I . — Issues o f  the Reign o f K ing  Edward V I I .

3d. brown ("  Registration Two Pence— Postage One Penny.")
Earliest Unused. Usci.

Registered. postmark scen. s. d. S. d.
931 Dic- 1 — 13. 2.02 1 0 0 6
932 Dic 2 — 17, 6.02 0 9 0 3
933 Dic- 3 — 20.10.02 0 9 U 3
934 Dic- 4 — 16. 6.03 0 9 0 3
935 Dic- 5 — 17. 9.03 0 9 0 3
936 Dic 6 — 2.11.03 0 9 0 3
937 Dic- 7 — 14.1 1 03 0 9 о з
936 Dic 8 — 12. 2.04 0 9 0 3
939 Dic- 9 — 4. 3.04 0 9 0 3
940 Dic lo — 5. 3.04 0 9 0 3
941 Dic- 11 — 28. 4.04 0 9 0 3
942 Dic 12 — 4. 7.05 0 9 0 3
The following notice concerning the introduction o f the 3d. 

envelopes was issued by the Postmaster-General.

No. I.

R E G IS TE R E D  LE TT E R -E N V E LO P E S .

Introduction o f a combined Registration and Postage Medallion.
It has been decided to substitute for the present medallion 

value 2d.) on Registered Letter Envelopes a Brown Medallion 
(value 3d.), denoting a registration,fee of 2d. and postage Id.

The price of the new Envelopes of all sizes will consequently he 
Id. per envelope more than the prices of the old ones, and will be 
as follows

[Here follows a table.]

When the new envelopes arc used, no adhesive stamps will as a 
rule be necessary, but in cases where a registration or insurance 
Fee of more than 2d. is paid or the postage is more than Id., 
adhesive stamps to the value required should be placed on the 
envelope immediately to the left of the Medallion. The new 
envelopes will be on sale at all Post Offices in the course of the 
next few weeks.

By Command of the Postmaster-General.
General Post Office,

2!st January, 1902.
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PART IV.
WRAPPER 8TAMPS.

S U C T IO N  I .—Issues o f  tin· U n ga  o f  Queen V ictoria .

The wrapper series o f dies arc of two values only, 4d. and Id., 
and were used for post office or private wrappers, vaccination 
certificates and other government papers.

ONE HALFPENNY.

( i )  W ith  date “  1.10.70” engraved in the design.

The dies of this design were exactly alike and were only used for 
stamping post office wrappers. The dies were approved on 4 and 
5.7.70, and were in use during October and November, 1870, only.

Unused. Used.
S .  d .  S .  d .

951 ¿d. green, dated 1.10.70 2 0 I I '
These dies were impressed, not embossed.

( i t . )  W ith dates on moveable plugs.

These dies were only employed for stamping vaccination cer­
tificates.

4d. pale green, dark green.
Burliest date. Latest date.

952 Die 1 (unnumbered) 9.12.71 21. 3.72 2 0 1 0
953 Die 2 (never brought into use ?)
954 Die 3 (numbered) 23.1.72 21.3.72 2 0 1 0
The figures are 2mm. high instead of 24mm. as in the preceding

group. The design (except the head) is embossed instead of im­
pressed, and is otherwise slightly different, the base o f the bast 
being solid instead of lined. The dates known are as follows
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Dies Dies Dies

9. 12.71 1 19. 2.72 3 ь. 3.72 з
12. 12.71 1 20. 2.72 3 7. 3.72 3
13. 12.71 1 21. 2.72 3 8. 3.72 5

14. 12.71 1 22. 2.72 1 II. 3.72 3

lã. 12.71 1 23. 2.72 3 12. 3.72 1, 3
19. 1.72 1 24. 2.72 3 13. 3.72 3

20. 1.72 1 26. 2.72 3 14. 3.72 3

22. 1.72 1 2S. 2.72 3 16. 3.72 3

23. 1.72 3 29. 2.72 3 18. 3.72 1
24. 1.72 3 a 3.72 1 19. 3.72 3

2ã. 1.72 3 4. 3.72 3 20. 3.72 1
27. 1.72 3 5. 3.72 3 21. 3.72 1
29. 1.72 3

In the cases queried \vc are indebted t «  Morley's Catulogiie for 
the date, but u n fo rt u nat elv it is not stated which die or dies were 
used.

(H i. )  UmUiti il dies (ind isi in f¡u isluible).

These dies were in general use from 1871) to 1902. They are in­
distinguishable and it is unitown how many were made.

Unused. Used.
s. ,1. s. cl.

955 Ąd. green, undated, type 1.
(a ) yellow-green (pale and dark) ... 0 4 0 2
(n) pale green (shades) 0 4 0 2
(C) dark green ( ,, ) 0 4 0 2

956 Ąd. brown, undated, type 1. (1879)
(a ) red-brown (pale and dark) 0 4 0 2
(в) dark brown 1 0 0 e
(c) lilac-brown 1 0 0 i-i
( w) grey-brown 1 0 0 6

957 Ąd. brown, undated, type 11. (6.83.)
(a) red-brown (pate and dark) 0 3 0 2
(u) orange-brown 1 0 0 (3

958 Ąd. green, undated, type II. (16.4.01 ?).
(a ) dark green 0 6 0 2
(B) green (shades) 0 8 0 2

Colour.— On Post Office wrappers the stamp is generally in a 
medium or yellow-green shade until 1879 and later in pale red-
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brown. It is on Government papers and private wrappers that the 
stamps occur in a large variety of shades, although many of the 
impressions arc spoilt by being on coloured paper (especially 
Government papers, which are blue, yellow, white, pale green, dark 
green, pale rose, and dark rosel. The private stamping is not con­
tinuous, and there is apparently no attempt to keep the colour of 
the ink uniform.

Varieties .— The base of the bust is either lined or solid, more 
frequently the latter. The solid appearance is probably due to the 
die being worn, or to too much ink having been applied,

Period  o f  и se.—Since June, 1883, dies o f type i. were only used 
for stamping private (as distinguished from post oftice) stationery.

Types.—Type II. may be distinguished from type I. by the 
arrangement of the arabesque work over the word “  halfpenny." 
In type II. the lines under this word are further apart than in 
type I, In type II. the ribbons are lined horizontally ; in type I., 
vertically.

ONE PENNY.
One Penny wrapper dies were brought into use in 1878, wrappers 

stamped with them being lirst issued to the public on 13.9,78. 
Until September, 1888, dies of this value were only employed for 
stamping post office stationery, but from that date they were also 
used for stamping government and public stationery, and the 
colour has varied in shade to a greater extent.

Id. red-brown, undated, issued 13.9.78.

Unused.
s. d.

Used, 
s. d.

(A) pale red-brown ... 0 4 0 2
(B ) dark red-brown ... 0 4 0 2
(c) brown (1895 ?) 1 0 0 8
(D ) orange-brown (1897 ?) ... 1 0 0 6

Shades C and I) only appeared after 1888, but we arc unable to 
say the exact date. The number o f different dies is unknown.

I I . — Issues o f  the reign o f  K in g  Edward VI I .
In January or February, 1902, wrappers stamped with the 

Kind’s Head dies made their appearance, and probably at the same 
time the dies for stamping public stationery at Somerset House 
were changed, but we have no information of the exact date of the 
change. The earliest postmark known on a Ąd. King's Head 
wrapper stamp is 5.2.02.
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960 Ąd. dark green (1.02 ?)
(a ) dark shades 
(в) paler shades

961 Ąd. yellow-green (27.12.04 ?)
(л) dark shades
(B) pale shades ..............

962 Id. red (2.02 ?)
(a ) bright carmine ...
Ib ) red ...
(c) orange-red

Shades В and C of the Id. red are 
apart from post office) stationery.

Unused, 
s. d.

Uscii.
s. J

1) 2 0 1
0 4 0 1

0 2 0 1
0 3 0 1

0 о 0 1
0 6 0 4
1 0 0 6

ily  found on private (as

PART V.
P08TCARD SERIES.

S E C T IO N  l .— Issues o f the Feign o f  Queen V icto ria .
The postcard scries comprised dies o f the value of 4d .. Id., 1 |d., 

lAd., 2d., and 3d. The Id. value has been used to stamp letter- 
cards and the Penny Postage Jubilee envelope and card in addition 
to postcards ; the other values are found on postcards only.

HALFPENNY.

F irs t design. Value at foo t.
971 Ad, violet (1,10.20 to 12.771 .............. 0 2 0

(a) violet, pale and dark.
(it) red-violet.

972 Ad. brown ( 1.1.75 to 12.77) .............. 0 3 0
The number of dies made is unknown, and as they rarely show 

marks of wear, it is doubtful if any considerable proportion of them 
could be identified. The first die was registered 6.7.70.

.

IHALF PÉÑÑY1
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M eliti ni s o f Cancelling. — Some novel methods of cancelling post 
cards were tried in London, Birmingham, Manchester and 
Liverpool from 1K70 to 1874. In the first a portion of the card was 
snipped out close to the stamp, the part cut out being of three 
designs, viz. : 1

1

H
U

=—
Í1i

L In shape of an inverted L'.
2.- Like an inverted V with upper strokes continued perpen 

d icul art у .
d. Like the neck and upper half of a bottle.

In the second method 
designs being employed.

О

4.— A single hole.

stamp itself was perforated, three

O
о о o o

о D о o
> c ■> ° o

C* O _  o
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5. — Small or large holes arranged in the form of an anchor.
usually very defective and rarely showing the full 
complement of holes.

6. — In the shape o f an inverted orb.
These cancellations were only used for the Ad. violet cards, the 

brown cards being presumably too thick.

Si\'oittl Design. Smutter. Vit tin· iti tof>.

This design was in use from 1.1.78 until 1902 for stamping post­
cards sold by the post office and since 1,4.84 for stamping private 
postcards. It underwent slight modifications in 1888 and 1899. 
The three types are illustrated.

r
Type I. Type I!. Type III.

It is not known how m;my dies were made of each tepe nor
whether they are distinguishable.

973 4d, brown, type 1.
“ (a ) red-brown 
(в) lilac-brown 
i c ) chocolate

Harhest Unused. Used.
postmark. ». d. ». d.

1. 1.78 0 (i 0 2
22,12.89 ! 0 0 4
14. 9.8(1 1 (i 0 f>

Type I. has only six curves at either «»f the upper 
corners. Since 1.4.Sí it was in use for 
stamping* private as well as Post Office 
cards and since 12.87 has been used for 
that purpose exclusively. The first die of 
type I. was registered on 24.10.77.

974 £d. brown, type II.
(л) red-brow n, shades 25.1.88 0 4 0 2

Type 1J. and III. may be distinguished from 
type l- as they have part of a seventh 
white curve at each upper corner. In 
type II, the white line just within these 
curves is narrower than in type 111- 
Dies of type II. were only used for 
stamping post office cards.

975 4th brown, type III.
"*{A) red brown, shades 4.2.93 0 4 0 2

Por means of distinguishing type III. see note to 
type II. Dies of type III. were only 
used for stamping post office stationery.
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Earliest Unused. UscJ.
postmark. s. d. s. J.

97(5 Ąd. green, type 1. —  .— .01 ? 4 0 0 lì
977 type 11. 31. 1.1)1 0 6 0 2
978 ». type 111. 31. 1.01 0 6 0 2

Type Í. o f the Atl. green was only used at Somerset House fur 
Stamping private postcards.

ONE PENNY.

F irs t Design. U rtili o f  (Juren V ic to r iii.

i

Peritili o f Use

979 ld. brown 1.4.79 to 1892 0 4 0
980 ld. blue 2.7.90 only 1 6 1
981 ld. rose i 19.5.90 only 1 0 2* 0

i — ,92 to — .02 »
The number of dies is unknown. A few  of them show marks 

of wear.

Sccoinl D r sign. F u ll length P o rtra it o f  Quern V ictoria .

980 Id. red (1892 to 1899).
0 6 0 2(л) vermilion-red

(n) orange-red 0 4 0 2

981 Id. carmine (1899 to 1902) .. 0 (i o :i

Impressions of the Id. red are known on thin paper, probably 
proofs (10/-).

* These prices arc for specimens on blue card, but impressions arc also known
on buff (the Guildhall Cards. 10/0) and on white paper (proofs. 20/0).
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Unused.
s. d.

ONE PENNY FARTHİNC.

981 ljd . red-brown (1.7.75 to 4.79) ... ... I tì
The Hrst die was registered on 13.3,7.5.

ONE PENNY HALFPENNY.

982 l,4d. brown (1.4.79 to — .92) ... ... ... О й
The Hrst die was registered oil 18. 12,78.

TWOPENCE.

983 2d. brown (1.1.83 to - . 9 2 ) ......................... 0 8

THREE PENCE.

984 3d. red (1.9.89 to - .92) .........................  0 9
985 3d. chocolate-brown (proof ?) ... ... 20 0
This value was withdrawn when the Id. cards in the same

made their appearance.
F

Used.
s. d.

1 0

0 6

0 8

0 9 

design
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S E C T IO N  I I . — Issues o f  the reign o f  K ing  Edward VIJ.  

ONE HALFPENNY.

986 Jd. dark green (17. 1,02?)..............

Unused, 
s. d,

... 0 2

Used, 
s. J. 
0 1

987 Ąd. bright green (—,— .04 ?).............. ... 0 6 0 3
988 |d, yellow-green (21.12.04 ?).............. 0 2 0 1
989 Id. rose (30. 1.02?)... ... 0 3 0 2

The number of dies made is unknown, but it is doubtful if they 
could be distinguished.
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PART VI.

N EW SPA PER STAMPS.
NEWSPAPER SERIES.

From 1712 to 1855 newspapers were taxed with a duty, which 
was collected by means of a stamp impressed in the upper right- 
hand corner of each paper. Itt consideration of this tax, they were 
conveyed free o f charge through the post. These stamps are, 
nevertheless, purely fiscal, and will not he further mentioned in 
this catalogue. The duty was abolished by an Act passed on dune 
15th, 1855, which, however, provided that in order to retain the 
privilege of free transmission by post , newspapers could he stamped 
as heretofore. This privilege was also extended to any “  periodical 
publication "  published at intervals not exceeding thirty-one days. 
These latter may be considered as postage stamps. This system 
of stamping newspapers remained in force until October, 1870, 
when the Newspaper and Honit Post was established, and the postal 
rate reduced to Ąd. Since then the Tim es , the 1 ¡lustrateti London 
Sexes, and the Stam ford Mercury have alone been printed on 
specially stamped paper.

F irst P eriod, 1855-1870.
Newspapers bearing any of the dies of this period could be sent 

through the post free o f charge for fifteen days from date of publi­
cation, during which period the same newspaper could be forwarded 
any number of times. In consequence o f this the stamps were 
never cancelled.

I .— Genera! Dies.

I(Ю2 Id. vermilion, various dies (1.7.55 to 80.0.70) 0 В
lood Ud. vermilion, various dies (1.7.55 to 30.9.70ı I 0 

The name of the newspaper was printed at the left side of the 
stamp and the word “  newspaper "  or “ supplement” at the right- 
hand side. Impressions previous to 1855 are purely fiscal in
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character and were made in brick-red, whereas those with postal 
value in more of an orange-red or vermilion shade.

//.—Sfaccia! Dics f o r  certa in News faa faers.
The Times (1.7.55 to .'10,9.70).

These stamps were first impressed on the Tunes newspaper on 
18.10.55. but previous to 1.7.55 they represent the newspaper duty 
and not postage. The ¿d. die which was impressed on supple­
ments was not used after 1855.

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

1101 ^d. black, die HI (not used after 1.7.55) ... 30 0
1102 Id. black, die G l (18.10.53 to 12.58) ... 10 0
1103 „  die G3 (1.59 to 30.9 .70 )..............  10 0
1104 lid . black, die HI (1.7.55 to 12.58)..............  25 0
1105 „  die КЗ (1.59 to 30.9.70)..............  8 0
1106 2d. black, die 1.1 (1.7.55 to 30.9.70) ... 15 0

The new dies G3 and КЗ were registered 25.3.58.

Illustrated  London News (1860 to 30.9.70).

1111 Id. black, die N1
1112 ,, die N2
1113 1 id. black, die Ü1
1114 „  die 02
1115 2d. black, die P I
1116 ,, die P2

The first die of each valu registered 8.2.58.

0
0
3
5
5
7

Stam ford Mercury (1860 to 30.9.70).

1121 Id. black, die Ql (— .60 to 30.9.70)... 
This stamp was registered 22.2.59.

30

6
6
0
0
06
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S econd P erio d , 187» t o  P resent  Day .
On October 1st. 187». the newspaper and book post was estab­

lished whereby it was provided that a newspaper previously 
registered at the Genera! Post Oftice, could be forwarded by post 
for one halfpenny. This rate could either be prepaid by adhesive 
stamps, or (under certain conditions), stamps could be impressed 
on the newspaper as heretofore. The Tinu's and the Staili funi 
.Mercury alone availed themselves of this latter method. The 
peculiarity of these stamps is that the cancellation was engraved 
on the die and printed at the same time as the stamp.

Tlie Times (1,10.70 to present day).

Type i . - T I t c  leaves over N  V o f  "  Halfpenny "  are spread out and 
extend too Jar to the ri^ht. The bar o f  the postmark covers 
the upper h a lf o f the letters "  H A l.F P E  "  o f  "  H a lfpenny."

Unused. Used.
к .  d .  N .  d .

1131 Ąd. black, die ΛΑ ......................................... — ã 0
1182 İd. „  die AB .........................................  -  1» »

Type ¡¡.— The leaves over N Y  o f "  Halfpenny ”  are condensed (as 
in the illu s tra tion ) .  l ia r  o f  postmark as before.

I 138 Ąd. black, die AA ... ... ... ... — ã 0

Type H i.— Leaves as before, but the bar o f  the postmark covers 
the lower h a lf o f the letters " H A  L .F PE  ' ’ o f  "H a lfp e n n y ."

1134 Ąd. black, die AA ......................................... — »  6
Too much importance should not be attached to differences in the 

size of the letters or to breaks in the letters and lines. Ί  he first 
die AA was registered 30.».7».

Stam ford Mercury (1.10.70 to 1878.)

1141 Ąd. black, die BB ....................................  — 20 0
The number “  742’ ' is that allotted to Stamford in the list of 

Post Oftice numbers.
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Since 1878 the Stam ford Mercury  has ceased to make use o f this 
special stamp but is still allowed to use ·* pre-cancclled ”  wrappers. 
These are ordinary wrappers, franked occasionally with adhesive 
stamps but usually with an impressed stamp, the stamps being 
cancelled before the wrappers are used, with a special type of post­
mark only used in tlie Stam ford Mercury oftice. These varieties 
therefore correspond to the ·' pre-cancclled stamps ”  so well-known 
in the United States and Canada.

The Jd. brown is known in both types, and both the Queen's 
Head and Kind’s Head varieties of the Ąd. green newspaper stamp 
probably exists, in addition to certain o f the adhesives in use 
during the same period, but they cannot rank as distinct stamps.
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I,— STAMPS RESTRICTED TO USE BY CERTAIN FIRMS.

From 1857 to 1880, envelopes and wrappers could be embossed 
at Somerset House with a ring inscribed with name, address, and 
trade surrounding the ordinary envelope stamp. Several firms 
availed themselves of this privilege, principally as a means of 
advertisement. The best known are perhaps .Messrs. W . H. Smith 
and Son, Smith, Elder and Co., and Grindlay and Co. (·· The 
Home News ” ), In the case of these firms the ring was affixed to 
the stamping die, and the impression made at the same time with 
the same ink and consequently in the same shade of colour. Many 
other firms however obtained envelopes which had been stamped 
in the ordinary way, and afterwards privately printed a ring round 
the stamp. These varieties may generally he distinguished by the 
fact that the ring is in a different shade to the stamp, and occasion­
ally overlaps it. The envelope stamps which may be found with 
officially printed rings are those o f the values of Id., ljd ., 2d., 2d.. 
3d., 4d., 6d. and 1/- in use during the above-mentioned period. 
Three or four copies of the ¿d. envelope are also known, and are 
probably proofs.

II. 8TAMP8 RESTRICTED TO U8E BY CERTAIN GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS.

A dmiralty.

lieg  ist n it ion E  uvelo fie.
Unused- Used.

S .  Ü .  8 .  l i -

1201 3d. brown, overprinted “  Admiralty Offi­
cia l," die-number unknown ... ... 20 0 10 0

P o s ta n t i .

1202 4d. green. King's Head.
(a ) Overprinted “ Admiralty Official,” type I. 10 0 5 0
(в) Ditto, type II., narrow M in “ Ad­

miralty ”  (11.1.04 ?) ..............  30 0 15 0

Inland Revenue.

Envelope. Circular design.
Earliest 

Postmark seen.
1208 green, no value expressed — .11.04 — 0 6
1207 carmine, no value expressed 21.11.04 — 0 6

References to these “ stamps” were made İn Ewen's Weekly 
Stamp News, Nos. 271, 272, 273, 275.



Stamps of Restricted Franking Power. 81

III. -8TAMPS RESTRICTED TO USE AT CERTAIN FOREICN 
POST 0FFICE8.

B r it is h  P o s t  O f f i c e s  in  t h e  L e v a n t .

40 
PARA8

Envelope (1893).

1211 2Avi. blue, overprinted 40 paras

REGN

40 PARAS.
Registration  Envelope (1902).

3d. brown, surcharged above and below 
“ Regn. Fee —40 Paras.”

1212 Die 2 (—.02 ? ...............................................  0 9 0 9

IV.-STAM P8 RESTRICTED TO USE IN CERTAIN BRITISH 
COLONIES AND PROTECTORATES.

Unused.
S .  J .

0 4

FEE.

Used.
S .  d .

0 4

В HC H U Λ N' A L A N I).

W H U 4

V %
EQUE σ

Ad. ОП 2d. blue, surcharged as above in black (1887). 

1221 Die .................................................................  1 6 2 6
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B R IT ISH  BECHUANALAND.

£
4d. vermilion, envelope die, surcharged as 

above in black.
Unused. Used. 

Earliest date. Latest date. s. d. s. d
1226 Die 4 28. 2.89 1 3 1 6

3d. brown, King's Head die ( 1903) surcharged 
“  duty -İd.”  in black.

1227 Die — ? 1 0  1 0

V // / / / / / / /Z
BRITISH

виним
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Surcharged as above in black (1886). The 
Id. is without the diagonal lutes.

1231 id. brown, type II.. yucca's Head
1232 Id. brown, Queen's Head

Surcharge in red (1893).
1233 Id. brown, Queen's Head

Envelope Stom p.

Unused. Used.
s. d. s. d.

0 3 0 6
0 4 0 8

0 3 0 6

Surcharged “  Bechuanaland Protectorate ”  
in black (1901).

1236 Jd. green, unnumbered die ... ... ... 0 6 1 0

Pas tenni Stu m p».

BRITISH BECHUANALAND
_ríV¡^ _

Гр  o  s t a  ò  Ej

Overprinted as above in black (1887).
1237 Id. brown ............................................... 0 5

1238 Id. vermilion (1894) ... ... ... ... 0 8
1239 “  Three Half Pence "  on Id. vermilion (1894) 1 0

1 0

2 0 
1 6
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Overprinted “  Bcchuanaland 
in black (1901).

1240 4d. green, King's Head
1241 Id. carmine, ,,

Unused. Used.

Protectorate
J. s. d.

0 3 0 6
0 4 0 8

C YPR U S .
Registration Envelopes (1880) with overprint 

“  Cyprus’ " to right and left o f stamp 
in blue.

2d. blue, type ii.
Earliest date. Latest date.

3  6 6 0

1251 Die 1 22.4.79 3  6 6 0
1252 Die 2 5.4.79 3 6 6 0

Wrapper S tam p , overprinted in brown 
“  Cyprus ” to left o f stamp.

1254 Id. brown (1880) ....................................  0 3 0 fi

--------- C Y P R U S---------
Postcartl Stamps, overprinted to left of 

stamp *' Cyprus ”  in blach.

1256 Ąd. brown, type ii ? (1880) ... 0 6 1 (I
1257 Id. brown (1880) .............. 0 3 1 II
1258 l£d. brown (1880) 0 4 1 fi

G O LD  COAST. 
Registration Stamps (1888).

Overprinted as above in black (1888). 
1261 2d. blue, die 16 ........................ 1 0  2 0
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GOLD COAST COLONY.
Unused. Used,

s. d. s. d.
Overprinted as above in black (1891). 
2d. blue, type ii., overprint 54mm. long.

1266 Die 2 4 .......................................................... 1 0 2 6

2d. blue, type ii., overprint 64mm.
long (1893).

1267 Die 25 ........................................................... 1 6 2 (1
1268 Die 2 9 .................................... 2 » 2 6

2d. blue, type iii.
1269 Die —  ? (1894)............................................... 1 0 1 6
1270 Die 45 ? (1901)... .................................. . 1 0 1 6

3d. brown, King’s Head.
1271 Die — ? (1902)............................................... 0 9 1 0

N IG ER  COAST.

Registra tion  Envelope Stamp.

N I G E R  C O A S T  
PROTECTORATE

Overprinted as above in black (1894).

2d. blue, type iii.
1281 Die 45 ... ...............................................  1 0 2 0

Postcard Stam p.

NIGER COAST PROTECTORATE
Overprinted as above in black (189.·)).

1282 Id. vermilion, Queen’s Head ... ... 1 0 1 6
Earliest postmark seen 6.6.95.

O IL  R IVE R S  PRO TEC TO RATE .

Registration Envelope.

Overprinted in black (1892).
2d. blue, type ii.

1286 Die — ? ............ I 6 5 0
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B R I T I S H  P R O T E C T O R A T E

OIL RIVEK.S
Po.stciirds. Overprinted ;is nbove in hkicU.

L*ıı«ısi4İ. (Ч..1
s. J. .1.

1JS7 Ad. brown, type iii. 1 1 S9.41 ... ............  1 n 1 ь
I2SS ïd. vermilion |IS92) ... ... ............. 9 N 1 li

7 Λ ΊΛ  L A M ).
/ i t r t js .

Z U  L U  L A N  D

Z U L U L A N D
1291 Ad. red brmvn. i \ pc in. ( IK9d) ... ... О I
1292 lil.  v e rm il io n  ilS 9 . 'ii ... ... ... O (S

I П 
I n



WORKS BY H. L’ ESTRANGE EWEN.

Standard Catalogue of British Stamps and Postmarks,

(The  first Special Catalogue of British Stamps ever published.)

1st Edition, July 1893, 16 pages - 6d.
2nd „  July 1894, 20 pages - I/-
3rd „  March 1895, 38 pages - 1/6
4th „  August 1895, 100 pages - 1/6
4th „  in French - 1/8
•4th „  in German - - 1/-
5 th „  . October 1896, 220 pages 2/6
6th „  March 1898, 210 pages - 2/6

Albums for British Stamps. A ll out of print.

History of Railway Letter Stamps.
October 1901, 430 pages - 21/-

Priced Catalogue of Railway Letter Stamps.
1st Edition, May 1903, 44 pages 2/6
2nd „  October 1904, 55 pages 3/6
3rd „  1905, in preparation 2/6

Priced Catalogue of Unadhesive Postage Stamps of the 
United Kingdom.

1st Edition, September 1905. 86 pages 2/6

P E R IO D IC A L  P U B LIC A T IO N S
Under the Editorship of H. L 'E S T R A N G E  E W E N

English Specialists’ Journal,
Nov. 1895 to Dec. 1897, No. I, 4, 15, out ol print ; 2 to 17. 
6d. each.

Ewen’s Weekly Circular, 16.10.97, to 23.9.99, out of print. 

Ewen’s Weekly Stamp News,
30.9.99 to date. Nos. I to 223, 3d. each ; 224 to dale, IAd. 
each ; per annum 4/4.

Obtainable from E W E N ’S C O L O N IA L  S T A M P  M A R K E T . Ltd.. 

32. Palace Square, Norwood, London, S.E,



WANTED TO PURCHASE for my 
Private Collection:

Nearly all Stamps Listed in 
this Catalogue,

u s i l i  A NU U N USKIK

In many cases even the commonest varieties 
are wanted for Karly Dates, Shades, 

Marks of Wear, etc.

Miscellaneous lots of Stationery purchased. 

Duplicates for disposal at a large discount.

H. L’ESTHANGF EWEN,
32, Palačo Square, Norwood, London, S.F.


