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S t a m p  C o l l e c t i n g  c o n s iö c v e ö  a s  a  

S c ie n c e .

By A LEX A N D K R  N. Y . HOW KI.L.

P R E F A C E .

The author had rather that the following pages 
should speak for themselves than that lie should 
speak for them. They are intended to supply what 
he has found to be much needed— a firs t book for 
Collectors of postage stamps, as easy and as readable 
as the subject will allow. If the Collector wishes 
to become an eminent Philatelist, he must first master 
the science, and if he would master the science he 
must take notice of all those minor details which, by 
the uninitiated, are deemed simply unworthy of 
remark.

The subjects of watermark, perforation, and tint 
are, to the ordinary Collector, so many bugbears, the 
easiest way to conquer which is to leave them alone ; 
but, to the more advanced Philatelist, these form the 
main interest, the very essence of his hobby—nay, by 
taking notice of these and the other details to which 
attention is drawn in the following pages, stam]) 
collecting is not a hobby, but a science. It is this 
fact which caused the author to select the title 
under which this work appears, but how far he 
has succeeded in proving that stamp collecting is a 
science, he must leave to the main body of Collectors 
to decide. If he has not succeeded in his object, it is 
only because the language which he has used is not 
sufficiently clear, and not on account of any defect in 
Philately.
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From the elder Collectors he requests (and will no 
doubt obtain) a candid expression of their judgment 
but, at the same time, he would beg them to remember 
that he has undertaken a somewhat difficult task, 
namely, to make the subject interesting to mere 
beginners, and thereby to draw more to the ranks of 
existing Philatelists and to a study which has afforded 
to those who embrace it, hours of intellectual recrea­
tion and real enjoyment.



I N T R O D U C T O R Y  C H A P T E R .

It has been said, with a considerable degree of 
trut!), that every person, at some period o f his 
existence, becomes possessed with a desire to colled 
something, and tli.it this desire i> not satisfied until 
its victim has hoarded together a quantity of whatever 
he thinks he must collect. I!ird> eggs, seaweed, 
leaves, butterflies, and many other things are eagerly 
sought after by their respective Collectors, But tew 
(very few) of these aspirants gel beyond the prelimi­
nary step, and do no more than collect ; thev ham 
neither the uses nor scientific names of the things 
which they gather together. The young botanist who 
has massed together a multitude of leaves, knows not 
to what order to assign them, and is simply lost when 
asked for their scientific names. He can tell you that 
this is an elm leaf, this the leaf of the horse chestnut, 
but he is absolutely unaware whether it is an Æ sculas 
Ohiotensis, or an Æ sculas > uhlcunda, or rosea !

Postage stamps may be included among the objects 
which at one time or another almost every Englishman 
has a desire to collect ; but, in the vast majority of 
cases, he does no more than collect ; he is like the 
youthful botanist, he is unaware of the scientific value 
of the things which he is collecting. Watermarks, 
perforation, and the other details to which the 
reader’s attention is drawn in the course of this little 
work, are unheeded by him, and the consequence is 
that in the course of a few months he grows dissatisfied 
with his progress, finds no amusement or instruction 
in his work and often, in a fit of temper, casts the 
whole of his Collection into the fire !

An old proverb says, “  I f  you wish a subject to be 
well understood, commence at the beginning,” and as 
the present work is addressed chiefly to those Collec­
tors who fall under the somewhat ambiguous epithet 
of “  beginners” it is advisable that 1 should act upon
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the advice given therein, and begin at the commence­
ment, for if beginners are left to comprehend Philately 
by their own intuitive reason, they will never do it.

To commence at the beginning of Philately it will 
be necessary to define the word, and to find out from 
whence the early stamp Collectors obtained it.

Now, these primitive Collectors seem to have had 
considerable difficulty in finding a word, or series of 
words, which would thoroughly express their meaning 
of stamp collecting. At first they termed it merely 
stamp collecting·, then they altered it to the French 
timl> roma nie, but this word seemed to savour some­
what of a state of lunacy, and Collectors did not relish 
the appellation of timbromaniacs, which they must 
inevitably have obtained. The next step was to call 
them Timbrophilis/s, and a stamp journal was pub­
lished in Paris, under the title of “ Timprophile ” This 
word, however, did not satisfy the learning of the 
Parisian savants, as it was one of a heterogeneous 
composition, partly French and partly Greek. Failing 
to find any word in the French language which would 
give the requisite qualification to timbre, these Philolo­
gists brought down their Scapulas, and found a Greek 
word “  telos” (a tax). This, of itself, compounded 
with “ philos” (a friend), would not exactly do. 
Fortunately, the word “  ateleia,” signified exemp­
tion from tax and, by a considerable stretch of 
imagination, and a good deal of deductive reasoning 
which the premises scarcely seemed to bear out, the 
word “  Philately”  was applied to the study of stamps.

So much for the derivation of the word.
Now, as to its definition.

Philately may be defined as “ the art of collecting, 
examining, and arranging the various postage stamps 
of the world.” This definition will exclude that class 
of persons who only collect stamps. To constitute a 
Philatelist, there must be three things— (i) the 
collection; (2) the examination ; and (3) the arrange­
ment of stamps, and if these three things are carried
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out in a sensible manner, Philately ceases to be a 
pastime and becomes a science.

Dr. Gray very justly observes that “  postage stamp 
collecting is not confined to this country, or to a single 
class, for Collections are frequently to be seen in the 
drawing-room of the luxurious, the study of the 
enlightened, and the locker of the school boy,” and 
although this was written at a time when stamp 
collecting was a perfect mania, and probably every 
school-boy was hoarding together everything which 
he could lay his hands upon, in the shape of a stamp, 
yet it may in a reduced degree be accepted as 
applicable to the present state of Philately.



C H A P T E R  I.

Т П К  U S KS OK IM! I f .A TEI .Y.

Having derived and defined the word Philately, we 
will now turn our attention to those things which are to 
he learned through its instrumentality, for, although 
the more advanced Philatelists laugh at the idea of 
Philately being studied because it inculcates know­
ledge, yet we must not forget the fact that knowledge 
is more easily attained when it is brought before us in 
some pleasing manner, and even if that is no reason 
why Philately flourishes, yet we must not overlook the 
fact that it is capable of affording instruction tempered 
with amusement.

“ The use of collecting any kind of object,”  says Dr- 
Gray, " i s  to educate the mind and the eye to careful 
observation, accurate comparison, and just reasoning, 
on the differences and likenesses which they present, 
and to interest the Collector in the design or art 
shewn in their creation or manufacture, and the history 
(and geographical situation) of the country which pro­
duces or uses the object collected. Postage stamps 
afford good objects for all these branches of study, as 
they are sufficiently different to present broad outlines 
for their classification, and yet some of the variations 
are so slight as to require the most minute examina­
tion and comparison to prevent them from being over­
looked.”  There is at the present time no civilized 
country or State which has not issued postage stamps, 
and there are also a great many semi-civilized ones 
which now require spaces in our albums. As an 
example of these, Cabul and the Transvaal may be 
mentioned, each of which has issued a large number of 
stamps, all greatly resembling one another, and driving 
many an enquiring Collector to the point of despair.

Collectors will naturally enquire “  why have some
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countries considered it necessary in so few years as 
have passed since they came into use, to make so 
many changes in the design o f the stamp used (as 
Spain lias done) while other countries have never made 
the slightest alteration (as is the case with Greece) ? 
Such changes generally mark some historical event 
of importance, as the accession of a new Sovereign, a 
change in the form of Government, or the absorption 
of a smaller State into a larger one, a change in the 
currency, or some other Revolution.”

“  The manner in which the stamps are arranged and 
kept will show the industry, judgment, neatness, and 
taste of the Collector,” but the size of a Collection is 
not much to be proud of—a long purse without much 
of either industry or intelligence can secure a large 
Collection. Rut to have a judicious selection, even if 
not including many rare and costly stamps, so as to 
give amusement and instruction, is a far worthier aim, 
and is within the reach o f almost every one.

C H A P T E R  II .

OK F O R G E R IE S , AND T H E  M EA N S FOR 

T H E IR  D ET EC T IO N .

Probably there is no other body of persons which 
has been so much imposed upon as Philatelists. There 
are, unfortunately, a class of people in the world who 
make it their business (or a part thereof) to forge 
stamps, and not only forge, but they have even the 
audacity to invent and circulate other values and 
designs than we find in the genuine. These inventions 
are termed “ bogus stamps,” and sometimes for brevity 
“  bogies." In collecting, therefore, we have to steer 
clear of forgeries and these bogus stamps. Some of 
the forgeries are so poorly-executed as to be able to 
deceive only the very unsuspecting Collector, whilst 
others are engraved or lithographed as well as, and in 
some cases even better than, the originals. But these



forgers are beginning to find out that it is no use 
copying stamps or making new values, so they have 
commenced making stamps for countries which have 
never issued any, and it is, therefore, impossible to 
compare them with the genuine ones, and the tedious 
process of writing to the authorities in the country 
thus represented has to be gone through. As an in­
stance of these inventions (which by-the-bye are termed 
“  soi-disant "), I may mention those for the Island of 
Cyprus, which appeared about the end of the year 
1878, the design of which was “  C- G.” in monogram ; 
the letters were said to mean “  Cyprus Government.”  
This stamp was never in use in the Island, and was 
simply an invention by some forger.

To guard against forgers, we have to examine several 
things, viz., ist, the paper on which the stamp is 
printed ; 2nd, the gum ; 3rd, the manner in which the 
stamps are divided from each other on the sheets ; 4th, 
the watermark ; 5th, the manner of printing ; and 6th, 
the obliterating mark, when the stamp purports to have 
passed through the Post, besides, of course, the design 
and colour of the stamp.

Each of these we will now briefly consider. First 
then, of

T H E  P A P E R  ON W HICH T H E  STA M P IS P R IN T E D .

Of this there are several varieties, but those chiefly 
used are wove and laid.

Wove paper is that which shows a uniform texture, 
and it is this style of paper which is usually used for 
printed books.

L aid  paper shows p a ra llel lines, and is usually found 
in note paper.

Other kinds of paper are quadrille, which shows 
lines crossing one another so as to form a pattern of 
rectangles, and båtonne, with lines placed at equal 
distances, as is found in foreign note paper.

it  is seldom that the forgers can obtain a paper 
having the same style, &c., as that upon which the 
genuine stamps are printed, and so, very often, a mere

jo  Stam p Collecting considered as a Science.



glance at the paper will enable the Collector to detect 
a forgery.

T h e  G um .
Secondly, the gum has to be considered, and this 

test is most useful, not only in discovering forgeries, 
but in dividing originals from reprints.

Reprints are stamps which have been printed from 
the original die (and, therefore, cannot be considered 
as forgeries) either for the purposes of the State which 
used them (as when the die then in use becomes 
broken, and recourse has to be had to the old die) or 
for the “  benefit of Collectors.” Of course stamps re­
printed for the so-called “ benefit of Collectors" ought 
not to be collected, since they were never either in use 
or intended for use in the Post Office. But stamps re­
printed for the use of the State and which are again 
being used, must be considered as genuine stamps. 
But in this case we have two distinct issues of one 
design, with one or more issues intervening. How, 
then, are we to tell the second issue from the first ? 
Here the gum sometimes comes to our assistance, as 
it now and then happens that the first issue had a gum 
having a different colour to that used on the second, 
as is the case in the first issue of Portugal, with head 
of Queen Maria, where the first issue has a very brown 
gum, but in the reprints the gum is white.

In many cases it is impossible, at least as far as I 
know, to detect a reprint from an original, and in cases 
of this description it is, of course, advisable to accept 
only used specimens, as they are sure to be originals

Again the gum is a most useful test in discovering 
forgeries. For it is next to impossible for the forgers 
to get the same kind of gum as that used on the 
genuine stamps. In the 1853 issue of Hanover a rose 
coloured glim was used, but in the forgeries the gum 
İs decidedly white. This will show how useful it is 
not to take all the gum from a stamp previously to 
placing it in a collection, as thereby the only test may 
be destroyed by which to discover whether it is a re­
print, a forgery, or a genuine stamp.

T h e  D ivisio n  of t h e  S ta m ps.
Thirdly, the manner in which the stamps are

Stam p Collecting considered as a Science. 1 1
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divided from one another has to be considered, and 
we may conveniently divide the various methods into 
three main parts, viz., A . Imperforate, B . Rouletted, 
and C. Perforated.

A . I m per fo r a te .
It is hardly necessary to explain that the term 

Imperforate is used when the stamps are not divided 
at all from each other (except by the narrow slip of 
plain paper left between the stamps), so that in order 
to separate one stamp from another the paper has to 
be cut. This method has been superseded almost 
entirely by the two others. The Republic o f France 
used this method for its Colonies so as to distinguish 
the stamps of the Mother country from those of its 
dependencies, so long as the design was the same for 
both, but now the Colonies of France have been pro­
vided with a separate design the stamps are per­
forated.

lì. R o u letted .
Rouletted is where the paper is pierced with a 

number of cuts, no portion of the paper being re­
moved. The French term this “ percé en ligues." In 
some stamps the cuts are made over coloured lines, 
and in others there are no such lines. The stamps of 
T hurn  and  T a x is  give examples of both these 
methods. Many countries have adopted this method, 
and have given up perforating their stamps, as, for 
instance, Brazil, which was, by-the-bye, the second 
country in the world to issue postage stamps, Great 
Britain being the first.

Rouletting certainly seems to be the best possible 
method when the paper is at all thin.

C. P e r fo r a t e d .
Perforated is where the stamps are divided by 

means of holes punched in the paper, as in our own 
stamps, a portion o f the paper being removed. There 
are several varieties of perforation, of which the 
following are the chief :— Pereé en serpentine or 
Serpentine Perforation, like the i860 issue of Finland, 
a most curious manner of perforating. Pereé en pointe 
(pointed perforation) where the ends of the teeth are

1 2 Stam p Collecting considered as a Science.



pointed instead of rounded, like some of the I .a 
G u a ir a  stamps. Perei en scie is where the edges of 
the stamps fit into each other, like a saw, as in the 
last issue of Brunswick. Perei en arc is where there 
is one stamp perforated in the ordinary way, but the 
other has a series of scallops, fitting into the inden­
tations in the first, as in the last issue of Hanover. Fin  
perforation is where the paper is only pricked, no 
portion of it being removed, the edges being thus 
jagged.

M e a su r e m e n t  of P erfo ratio n .

The perforation has to be measured, that is, we 
have to find out the number of dents in a certain space. 
This space has now been fixed, by universal consent, 
at two centimetres. We have, therefore, to mark off 
two centimetres of the stamps, and then count the 
number of dents in that space. This can be easily 
done, thus :—Take one of the present issue ol English 
stamps, which are perforated 14 (except the 5s., 10s., 
£ 1 ,  and ^ 5 ,  which are perforated 15), and count off 
14 dents (or 15 in the high values mentioned), and 
mark the exact space which they occupy on a piece of 
card. That space will be two centimetres, or nearly 
three quarters of an inch.

This degree of perforation is a most necessary thing 
to be noted, since it is very often the only means of 
distinguishing two distinct issues. This is the case in 
the first two issues of perforated stamps for Great 
Britain In the first of these issues the degree of 
perforation was 16, but in the second it was 14, and 
yet both of these ought to be collected, as they are, in 
fact, two distinct issues, and the perforation is the only 
means of distinguishing them.

The perforation will also often enable forgeries to be 
detected, because the forgers very seldom hit upon the 
exact degree of perforation and indeed until very 
lately, the perforation of forgeries was that known as 
“ pin perf.” (above described), but, as I said before, 
forgers have to be more careful now than formerly, and 
so they have had to adopt a better class of perforation.

Statnp Collecting considered as a Science 13
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There is one class of perforation which is extremely 
perplexing to Collectors, and that is called

C ompound P er fo r a tio n .

It is where several degrees of perforation are used 
upon the same sheet, as is the case with the 1862 issue 
of Antigua, where the stamps are perforated in every 
combination from 14 to 15 J, on the same sheet. It 
is very perplexing, because the stamps so perforated 
are extremely difficult to arrange with any degree of 
clearness, and there is one guide lost in discovering 
forgeries, since, if the stamp be perforated, say 15, in 
the instance given you cannot say for certain (if there 
is nothing else to go by) whether it is genuine or not.

The perforation is now usually done by machinery 
and, therefore, in describing the degree of the per­
foration it is usual to have the letter “ m ” before the 
degree, as “ m . 14 ” which means “ machine perforated 
with Г4 dents in the space of two centimetres.”

Fourthly, we must consider
T h e  Wa t e r m a r k .

This is a mark formed in making the paper, and is 
produced by a pattern made of thin brass, of the 
required design, being placed upon the wire gauge of 
the frame which receives the pulp from which the 
paper is made. The paper is consequently thinner 
where this pattern (or “ bit,” as it is technically termed) 
is placed, and upon holding the sheet up to the light 
the mark will, as a rule, be seen, but in some cases it 
is extremely difficult to discern, as in the case of the 
Western Australia (early issues) and the Imperforate 
Gambia Stamps, one issue ol which is said to be 
watermarked with a “ c. c and crown.

'Phis “ c. c. and crown” is, in fact, the most widely 
distributed watermark, and Mr. Pemberton states in 
his Handbook (Introduction, Page 5.), that İt 
means “  Crown-colony ” and it is used for most of our 
current Colonials. The “  star ” watermark was formerly 
much used, but it has almost been superseded by the 
“  c. c. and crown.”
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Some countries do not now have any watermark 
for their postage stamps, although they did at one time, 
for instance— Belgium, Chili, Cuba, and Prussia, and 
some countries have never used any watermark at all, 
as Austria, France, Turkey, &c. The United States 
of America has a watermark for its envelope only.

Switzerland has an embossed device instead of a 
watermark, but it answers the same purpose, viz., a 
test against forgeries.

A capital article on “ Wa t e r m a r k e d  Stamps ” is 
to be found in the Philatelic Record, Voi :., page 65. 
It is as follows:—

“  Now that a fair proportion of F.nglish Collectors 
have taken to collecting upon more intelligent 
principles : to mounting their stamps properly, instead 
of gumming them down in albums: and to paying 
some attention to paper, watermarks, and perforation, 
we are inundated with specimens of rare and 
unchroniclcd watermarks, which we are requested to 
make known forthwith in the interests of Philately. 
Unfortunately we are obliged in almost every case to 
damp the ardour of the discoverers, by the assurance 
that they have found ‘ marc’s nests;’ and so often have 
we to point this out to our correspondents individually, 
that in mercy to them and to ourselves, we now call 
their attention collectively to the following facts.”

“  First. Certain stamps or sheets of stamps are 
watermarked with symbols, figures, numerals, words, 
or lines, with a view to the prevention of counter­
feits. Sometimes, one stamp receives by mistake the 
watermark intended for another. Notable instances 
of these errors are to be found in the Australian 
stamps.”  (Sec post Cap. 4 errors). “  These varieties 
are always worthy of note, and we shall at all times 
be glad to see specimens hitherto unchroniclcd.”

“  Second. Although many stamps are not water­
marked as stamps, yet they are in most cases printed 
upon watermarked paper, and in many instances we 
find them bearing a single letter, numeral, or part of 
an ornament, which has no connection with the
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stamp as a stamp, but which forms a portion of the 
watermark applied to the paper as paper. These 
fragments of watermark are generally found on those 

’ stamps which arc printed near the edges of the 
sheets, where the paper is usually watermarked. 
Examples of such stamps are frequently found 
amongst the Austrian halfpenny, and other unwater­
marked Ceylon, British Guiana, Canada, Natal, and 
other issues. For a list of watermarked stamps, we 
refer our readers to the last edition of Pemberton’s 
Stamp Colicelor s' Handbook."

Watermarks are one of the chief tests against 
forgeries, for the forgers cannot possibly obtain the 
watermarked paper, and therefore in forgeries the 
watermark is never found. In the forgeries of 1855 
issue of Spain there is something which has a very 
strong resemblance to the watermark (loops) but 
which can with care be discovered not to be one. 
It was found by means of a die of the shape of the 
watermark being pressed with tremendous force 
against the back of the stamp, thus causing the 
paper to be thinner at that part, and when held up 
to the light, it has the appearance of the watermark. 
Some of these forgeries passed through the post. 
They are lithographed, and are extremely rare.

“  D ickinso n  ”  Pa p e r .

I may be excused a slight innovation here to 
mention what is known as “  Dickinson ” paper, but 
it was the precursor of watermarks as applied to 
postage stamps, and therefore it ought to be included 
amongst them. Its peculiarity consisted in its having 
one or more silk threads interwoven with the paper, 
placed there as a prevention against forgery. We 
find this paper used in the first issue of envelopes for 
Great Britain. It was abandoned with the adhesive 
octagon i od. and is . values in 1842, but it was 
again used in the id. envelope dated the 14th 
May, 1 8Ó2. This was the last time it was used in 
English stamps. This envelope is undoubtedly a 
great curiosity and is extremely rare.
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T h e  Man n er  ok P r in t in g .

In the fifth place we must consider the manner 
in which the stamp is printed

“  There are four primary modes in which stamps 
have been, and are, manufactured ; by copperplate 
printing, by lithography, by typography or surface 
printing, and by embossing. Some stamps are made 
by a combination of two of the above modes.” — 
Monthly Circular, Jan u ary , 1882.

In copper (or steel) plate engraving the design of 
the stamp is cut into the plate, so that upon the ink 
being applied the lines are filled with ink, the paper 
is then pressed into these lines with a few thick­
nesses of felt, and the ink is thus taken up out of 
them. This is also termed “  taile douce ” engraving. 
By this system of printing stamps, those parts of the 
stamp which are coloured stand out very slightly 
from the paper.

In lithography (or as it is sometimes called 
“ chemical printing ” ) the design of the stamp is 
drawn on a peculiar sort of stone with a resinous ink.

Lithography depends upon the following principles, 
i. The facility with which calcareous stones imbibe 
water. 2. The great disposition they have to adhere 
to resinous and oily substances ; and 3, the affinity 
between oily and resinous substances, and their 
power of repelling water.

After the design has been thus drawn on the stone, 
water is applied to the stone, but which, of course, 
does not stay over the greasy design. The ink is 
then rolled over it, and only inks the design, the ink 
not adhering to the wet stone. From this it will be 
seen that in lithography the design is neither cut 
out of the plate (or stone), as in copperplate engrav­
ing, or raised above the plate, as we shall see is the 
case in surface printing, but is quite level with the 
stone, and through this the stamp appears to be, and 
is, perfectly flat.

Almost all forgeries are printed in this way, since 
the forgers cannot go to the expense of engraving a 
plate for the purpose.

Stam p Collecting considered ns a Science.
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We now come to typography, or surface printing, 
otherwise termed “  Epargué."

In this method the plate is cut in the same way 
as a wood block, that is, those portions of the stamp 
which are to be coloured, are raised above the level 
of the plate ; or rather, those parts of the stamp 
which are not to be coloured are cut away, leaving 
the design of the stamp raised. It is, therefore, like 
printing from ordinary type.

As the design is raised on the plate, so it is some­
what depressed in the stamp, the pressure of printing 
causing the unprinted parts to sink dowm into the 
die, and thus stand out from the coloured portion. 
It is therefore just the reverse of copperplate printing.

The remaining system of printing stamps is that of 
embossing them. This system is more usually em­
ployed for envelopes than stamps, and when used 
for stamps it is generally combined with a frame 
printed by one of the other modes. A glance at the 
stamps oí Sardina, Russia, and Portugal, will explain 
my meaning.

O lU .lT E R A T IO N  M A R K .

Finally, we have to consider the obliterating mark, 
when the stamp purports to have passed through the 
Post-office.

Forgers are now learning to be more careful in this 
matter also, for now many of the genuine post-marks 
are forged. They used to obliterate their forgeries 
with any design they liked, as in the case of the 
Sicilian forgeries, where they used a horse shoe mark, 
not at all like the handsome obliteration mark to be 
found on the genuine. This horse-shoe mark is quite 
enough to condemn any stamp upon, as it was never 
used by any country as an obliteration mark.

The study of the various obliterating marks alone 
would be a very interesting one, but, in a work like the 
present, it cannot be treated so as to be of any use, 
and to give a list of the various marks which have 
been used would occupy far too much space to 
warrant my introducing it.
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I may, however, be permitted to describe a fa n  
of the many designs which have been used as 
obliterating marks.

The present manner of obliterating stamps in 
England is by means of a block which contains a 
letter and some figures, which mark the postal 
district in which it was originally stamped. In 
France, down to 1876, a block having sharp 
prominences in it was used. These prominences 
punctured the stamp, and so entirely prevented its 
being used again, as the ink could not be cleaned 
out. But, since 1876, tlie French postal authorities 
appear to have used merely a block containing 
the name of the office in a circle.

The State of Guatemala uses a large five rayed 
black star ; and the United States of Amerit a use 
a block which blots almost the entire stamp.

T he E n g ravin g  of t h e  Stam p.

With a view to the detection of forger íe«, the design 
of the stamp must be noted with very g n a t care, for 
in this lies the chief lest, and unless the Collector has 
a very minute description of the genuine stamp he 
should compare his specimen with one of undoubted 
authenticity.

Amongst other things the number of lines of which 
the background is composed, the lines of the face, the 
distance between letters and words must be very 
carefully noted.

In that very valuable work 'A lbum  W eeds'' by the 
Rev. R . B. Earde, will be found a minute dissection 
of a large number of genuine stamps and their 
corresponding forgeries, and a mere glance at that 
work will prove how much lies in the design of the 
stamp by which a forgery can be detected

I can here do no more than mention the fact that 
these minor details must be noticed, and must refer 
the reader to thea forementioned “  Album Weeds” for 
further information on the subject.

c
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C H A P T E R  III.

OF V A R IE T IE S  A N D  T H E I R  C O L L E C T IO N .

The question as to whether these should or should 
not be collected is one which it is very difficult to 
answer, and as it could never be permanently decided, 
it is best that every Collector should answer it for 
himself, and collect, in fact, whatever his fancy and 
means allow him. This being so, I will not endeavour 
to succeed in that in which persons far more competent 
than I have failed, but in this Chapter will endeavour 
to lay before the intelligent beginner a description of 
the various varieties by which he will be assailed in 
his progress of collecting.

In an article “ On the Collection of Varieties,” by 
“  Pendragon ” in the Stamp Collectors' Afagazine for 
ist August, 1 868, page i 16, the writer says:—

“ The term varieties, as understood by English 
Collectors, comprises all those departures from the 
normal type, either in design, colour, or shade of paper, 
which are indicative oi a distinct phrase ot the stamp’s 
existence, although a purely accidental deviation on the 
p a rt o f those by whom it was issued" (The italics are 
my own).

This definition of the term does not contain all 
those varieties which I shall have occasion to mention 
in the course of this Chapter, and I think that the 
sentence which I have placed in italics, is somewdiat 
misleading, but I have given it, as without it the 
quotation would not be complete. As a matter of fact, 
there are many varieties which are sent forth to the 
world entirely with the knowledge and intention of 
the authorities, such as an alteration in the degree 
of Perforation, Sic. “  Pendragon ” here refers more 
particularly, I should think, to E rro rs , but although 
errors are varieties, yet all varieties are not errors.

I would also point out that when the term “  variety ’’ 
is used, a complete alteration is not meant, but only an 
alteration in some minor detail. But to proceed.



Stam p Collecting considered as a Science 21

V a r ie t ie s  ok D e sig n ,

That is, some minor alteration from on«· type am 
not a complete alteration of the type, although that 
would, of course, Ite a variety of design, but not in 
the sense here meant.

Some of these alterations are intentional and some 
are not. Of the former, or intentional kind, we may 
take the Knglish stamps, wherein at one time small 
letters were used in the angles, then larger letters, and 
finally large letters on a white ground. No other 
alteration was made in the type of the stamps, and 
so this, according to my definition, creates a variety ot 
design. There are also two varieties of the present 
issueof One Penny stamps. The first and r rer variety 
(issued on the jSth June. iT  i m
d . . round t he ft am :
in use, and was issued on the 14Ы CRmbei, 1 ¡.

Unintentional varieties of design chiefly occur in 
such stamps as are engraved or printed separately, as 
the New Caledonia (i860), the provisional Hritish 
Guiana’s (1862), the early Mauritius, the Providence, 
Rhode Island, &c,, and also in surcharged stamps 
wherein often several varieties ol type in the surcharged 
have been used, either at one or at various times, as 
ín the stamps of Griqualand West. Hut in those 
stamps which are engraved separately it is hardly 
right to term them varieties, as there is no nonna/ 
type from which they depart.

V a r ie t ie s  ok C o lo ur .

These occur where the same design has at various 
times been printed in various tints. There are very 
few Collectors (if any) who do not notice mam 
changes in colour as from red to blue, hut there are 
many who ignore varieties merely in the tint of the 
colour as between dark blue and light blue; lilac, 
violet, and mauve ; these latter especially as the sun 
will often turn a dark violet into a mauve or lilac. 
Notice the Sandwich Islands t cent, violet, 18 7 1, 
which is to be seen in every tint of violet, mauve,
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lilac, and grey. 1 have seen this stamp almost white, 
through being exposed in shop windows in the sun.

Changes in Colour (unless they are errors) are ot 
course intentional, but mere alterations in the Tint, 
are very often perfectly accidental, as they often occur 
through a fresh supply of ink being commenced.

V a r ie t ie s  ok P a p e r .

These occur through a fresh style of paper being 
used, or through a fresh colour or tint being given to 
it. We have already described the various kinds of 
paper so it will be needless to recapitulate them ,but as 
to the colour or tint of the paper, this is fresh to us.

Some stamps are printed on tinted paper, and 
consequently that tint shows through the stamps in 
the plain portions, as for instance in the French stamps 
(last type). Here an alteration in the tint of the 
paper will materially affect the appearance of the 
stamp, as in the i centime black on lavender, and 
black on blue, and in the to, 25, and 35 centimes 
( 1X77) all printed in black on different coloured paper. 
Hut in other stamps, as in the early English, the tint 
of the paper is hardly noticeable through the 
impression, and can only be seen at the back·

We now arrive at those varieties not mentioned by 
"P en draron ," viz. those of perforation, watermark, 
and manner of printing.

First as to

V a r ie t ie s  ok P erforation ·.

By these we mean differences in the decree of 
perforation. Many stamps have appeared at different 
times, with a different degree of perforation to that in 
which they had before been used. For instance the 
One Penny, Great Britain, of 1854, was perforated 16, 
but that of 1855 was perforated 14, and yet there was 
no other alteration in the stamp.

According to “ Cheth,” in the Stamp Collectors' 
Magazine, for August 1868, page 128, the stamp leaves
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off at the edge of the border, and does not extend to 
the perforation, but with this I cannot agree, and 
must contend that the stamp includes the whole of 
the article as sold at the Post Office, since I believe 
that the I’ost Office officials would not allow a stamp 
to prepay a letter if they noticed that it had the 
perforation cut off, and if this be true, the stamp does 
extend to the perforation.

Cheth further says, “ I hold that if I rut out the 
stamp all round doseto  the outer line of the device,
1 still have a perfect specimen of the stamp ” I doubt 
if there are many persons who would say this now. 
To cut the perforation off a stamp is to completei¡1 spoil 
its value, and 1 would strongly urge upon Collectors, 
not to do such a silly thing.

In varieties of perforation, as in those of colour, we 
have the same two divisions, vi/ : those intentional 
on the part of the Authorities, and those uninten­
tional. Of the former a change in the degree of 
perforation is an example of the latter, the variety of 
compound perforation, which was noticed in an early 
part of this work.

Besides these varieties of the degree of perforation 
which we have hitherto been considering, the Collector 
will find many stamps perforated in various ways by 
various methods and it is for him to decide whether 
he will or will not collect these varieties. Thus there 
is the curious perforation of Messrs. Susse which is to 
be found on the third type of French stamps, and the 
roulette perforation of the Grand Hotel, besides the 
official perforation adopted in 1862. Also the various 
perforations to be found on the Great Britain One 
Penny stamp of January, 1841, viz: 1847 Roulettcd by 
Archer’s first machine; 184.8 Regular incisions by- 
Archer’s second machine ; 1849 Oval perforations 
made by Archer’s third machine.*

* Mr. Hcriry Archer, who is here referred to was die inventor 
and patentee of the perforating Press. After several trials (of 
which the above-mentioned stampsarc the outcome), lie succeeded 
in the system of perforating, which is now used for almost all 
stamps. The Government purchased the ¡intent tor £ ‘\ooo in 
1852.



V a r ie t ie s  of W a t e r m a r k ,

These usually consist of the mark being of a 
different size (of course I do not here refer to 
changes of watermark). Of these different sizes, we 
have a very good illustration amongst our own stamps. 
Thus there is the One Penny of 1855, with a small 
crown, and that of 1856 with a large crown, the 
Twopence altered in like manner. Again, the 
Fourpence of 1855 was watermarked with a large 
garter; that of 1856 with a “ middle-sized'’ garter; 
and that of 1857 with a large garter.

Besides these there are some minor changes in 
watermarks, which are only noticeable with great care. 
The chief of these is to be observed in many of our 
Colonials, which have been watermarked at one time 
with CC. and crown, and at another with CA. and 
crown {vide habuan for instance). The change in 
the letter is often very difficult to detect, and in some 
cases it cannot be said for certain which letter is used 
on a given stamp.

V a r ie t ie s  in  t h e  M a n n e r  of P r in t in g .

It sometimes happens that a stamp has been 
printed in two ways ; one by engraving, and the 
other by lithography (for instance, the 1871 issue of 
Hungary).

The short sketch which I have given in another 
place of the manner of printing by these two 
methods will, I think, enable a Collector to discern 
between the two stamps.

So much for varieties proper.

C H A P T E R  I V .
E R R O R S .

The one remaining subject of varieties is of the 
improper kind, if I may use the expression. 1 refer to 
errors. These are purely unintentional and acci­
dental on the part of the authorities and consist 
chiefly of mistakes in colours, watermarks, perforation, 
and engraving ; and it is not difficult to give instances 
of all these classes of errors.
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Taking them in their order, we have first :—
E rro rs of C olour.

These chiefly occur through one die of a stamp 
getting included in a plate of another value, and being 
printed along with it. Therefore, in every sheet so 
printed there is one stamp (no more) printed in its 
wrong colour. Thus, for instance, there is the 
20 centimes black of France (1849 issue) being 
printed in blue, the colour of the 25c. ; also the 
20c. of 1876 in brown, the colour of the 30c. 
Again, in Western Australia there is the Twopence 
printed in mauve, the colour of the Sixpence. These 
will be sufficient to show the meaning.

Next we have :—
E rr o r s  of Wa t e r m a r k .

These are caused by the wrong paper being used 
for printing the stamps upon. In Victoria this has 
been very usual, for there is the Twopence water­
marked Threepence, and the Fourpence watermarked 
“  5/- ”  ; the id., 2d., and 6d. watermarked “  4 ’ ’ ; the 
2d. and 6d. watermarked “ 1 ” ; the id. and 2d. 
watermarked “ 6 ” and “ 8 ” ; the 6d. watermarked 
“ 3d.” and “ 4d.” ; the pd. watermarked “  iod.,”  
&c., &c., the whole making a terrible list of errors.

E rro rs of P e r fo r a tio n .

These usually consist in some sheets being 
issued imperforate when they are usually per­
forated This is, I believe, the only error which has 
ever occurred in English stamps, for in 1873 some 
sheets of the One Penny stamp were issued at Cardiff, 
which had escaped perforation.

Lastly, as to
E rro rs of E n gravin g .

These consist of some word being spelled wrong, 
or something of that sort. Thus, there are the Two 
Schilling of Lübeck with the value as 2^ at the sides 
The Oldenberg stamps with the value spelled wrong ; 
the i j  Schilling of Bergedorf with a final “ E  ” to 
Schilling, and many others
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.Many stamps have been described as errors of 
engraving which are in fact only defects in printing, 
owing to some letter being badly printed. Thus, there 
arc the Spanish stamps with the word “  Correos ”  
spelled, or apparently spelled, “  Corr/os,” “  Corr/os,”  
“  Corr/os,’’ “  Correes,” & c., &c. These arc collected 
by very advanced Collectors, but on account of 
their great value, the beginner had better not trouble 
about them.

C H A P T E R  V .
S U R C H A R G E D  ST A M PS.

In Heraldry, “  the sister science to Philately,” the 
word surmounted is used instead of surcharged, and is 
defined in lioutelPs H eraldry as “  one bearing or charge 
placed upon another of a different tincture.”

It happens in some countries where the Post Office 
resembles the commissariat department of some 
armies, in not being well managed, that at times 
stamps of one denomination are found to be out of 
stock, and in order to supply the demand, resource 
has to be had to some means to supply the required 
value. The most usual plan adopted in these cases 
has been to surcharge the stamps of a higher value, 
with the value required, and to sell them at the 
reduced price. Instances of this practice are so 
common that it will not be necessary for me to point 
out any particular case. As far as I can recollect at 
the present moment, there has never been a genuine 
case in which a low value has been surcharged with a 
higher one, for if this were done, it will be at once 
seen that anybody would make considerable profit by 
forging the surcharge and placing it on genuine 
stamps. The stamps usually used for surcharging 
purposes are those of a high value which is compari- 
tivcly seldom required.

The Collector who takes notice of varieties of 
surcharge will find plenty to amuse him, for in 
almost every case in which stamps have been 
surcharged, several different types of surcharge are to



he found. These varieties consist chiefly in the size 
of the type used for the surcharge, in the number of 
lines which it occupies, and the colour of the 
surcharge.

The use to which surcharging has heen applied is 
not confined to providing a value which has become 
exhausted. There are others, to which the Collector 
must pay attention. Thus it happens that instead of 
using a postage stamp of higher value to supply the 
place of a stamp out of stock, the authorities have 
pressed into postal service a fiscal (or receipt) stamp, 
of the same value as the postage stamp required, Ip- 
surcharging the fiscal with the word “  postage,” and 
when so surcharged it can only be used for postal 
purposes. The stamps of Natal show numerous 
instances of this practice.

Another use to which surcharging has been put is 
to make the stamps of one country do duty for 
another by surcharging either certain lettersor the name 
of the country in which such stamps are to be used. 
Thus, there are the stamps of the Cape o f (food Hope 
surcharged with a G . IV., and others with a G. only, 
for use in Griquatand West ; the stamps of Cape l ent 
surcharged G U IN E , for use in Guinea ; and the Indian 
stamps surcharged with a Crown, for use in the Straits 
Settlements.

Another use of surcharging is to change the currency 
as from Pence to Cents. See Mauritius 1S7S issue for 
an instance of this.

Another use of surcharging is to show a change in 
the Government of a country, Thus we have the 
Transvaal stamps surcharged V .R ., showing that it 
was under the protection and Government of England, 
and a still later instance of the Peruvian  stamps 
surcharged with the arms of Chili.

In almost all these cases we find many varieties of 
type used in the surcharge, consequent on the printing 
office not being able to supply sufficient of one type.

In two or three countries the ordinary postage 
stamps have been surcharged with some word, or 
series of letters, to show that they are intended for use 
in the Government offices only. Thus there arc the

u
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British Guiana stamps surcharged O FF IC IA L , the 
Cejlon with S E R V IC E , the Indian with ON 
and other cases

It certainly seems open to question whether such 
stamps as these should be collected, as it does not 
matter to a Philatelist whether the stamp in his 
collection has (ranked a Government despatch, or a 
citizen’s letter, and it is to this that the matter leads.

Where there are two stamps, the same in every respect 
except that one has a surcharge which shows that it 
was used by the State, and the other has no such sur­
charge, it seems to me that to collect both is only to waste 
time and money. Of course where the official stamps 
arc different from the ordinary issues (as in the case of 
the United States’ Department stamps) both should be 
collected, but, in my opinion, it is useless to collect 
both in other cases.

The Collector must decide for himself whether he 
will collect every variety of size, position, colour, &c., 
or confine his acquisitions to one variety only. The 
multiplicity of surcharges of late has made it very 
difficult to ascertain how many varieties there are in 
each case, and of course until this is done, it is difficult 
to tell a forged surcharge from a genuine one.

It is naturally a more easy thing to put a forged 
surcharge on a genuiue stamp than to forge the 
whole affair and, undoubtedly, in a large number of 
cases this has been done—and this may possibly 
account for the many varieties which there are in 
some cases. In collecting used specimens of 
surcharged stamps, care must always be taken to 
ascertain that the obliteration is over the surcharges, 
as, if it is not, the surcharge is a forgery. It may have 
happened that in some few cases stamps have had 
forged surcharges placed on them, and have then been 
obliterated afterwards, but this could only have been 
done when the forger had some “  friend at Court,” 
and, of course, in this case it is almost impossible to 
say whether it is genuine or not, unless the whole of 
the various types are known.

28 Stam p Collecting considered as a Science.
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C H A P T E R  VI .
OF LO CALS.

A Local stamp is one which will not frank a letter 
so as to enable it to be delivered out of the town, 
district, or State in which it is issued, without 
additional payment. The chief Locals to which 1 

shall draw attemion in the course of this Chapter are 
those of the Confederate States, the United States, 
and of Russia.

The cause of the issue of these stamps is stated to 
have been “  the vastness of the country, and the 
incapacity of the Government Post Office, to cope 
with any very great difficulties,”

So many of these stamps are bogus, that many 
Collectors decline to take notice of Locals at all.

C o n fe d e r a t e  S tates L o cals.
In the case of the Confederate Locals the majority 

of them are very scarce, and it is this cause, perhaps 
more than any other, which has prevented their being 
collected by many. They consist tor the most part 
ol the name of the town and of the Postmaster, in a 
linear frame, but some few of them (as Mobile) have 
a design. They are printed on a variety of papers 
and colours, consequent on their being issued at so 
many different places. The authenticity of some of 
these has been fully proved, but that of others is open 
to doubt. In some few cases they consist merely of 
the postmark which was used in the office, and in 
these cases it is absolutely impossible to ascertain 
whether it is the postmark used as such, or the post 
mark used as a stamp, and the best that can be done 
in such cases is to refuse to have anything to do with 
them.

U n ited  S t a t es  L ocals.
The number of these is legion, and the value of 

them nil, the reason being that most of them are only 
fancy stamps made to sell. Genuine originals used  
are among the very rarest of stamps, but most of them 
have been reprinted, so that unused specimens are not



uncommon, and forgeries arc also rife. This is so 
much the case that very little interest can he taken in 
these Locals.

There are, however, a few, issued by Messrs. Wells, 
Fargo, and C ompany which deserve attention at the 
hands of Philatelists, and this is chiefly because 
genuine specimens of their stamps are obtainable. 
The stamps, or rather surcharges, consist of an 
oblong label (imprinted on the United States 
envelopes) containing an inscription varying with the 
destination of the letter. Thus we have “  Over our 
California and Coast Routes” ; “ For Mexican Parts,”  
i4rc., iVc. The same firm also issued some adhesives, 
consisting in design of a courier, representing, 
probably, the mode in which the Rocky Mountain 
mails were carried.

These are, almost, the only United States Locals 
which it is worth while noticing. As I said before, 
the large majority are only fancy stamps made for 
sale, and are of course not worth having.

R ussian  L ocals.

These stamps include the most curious specimens 
o f design which have ever been issued in the shape of 
postage stamps, and it is, possibly, this fact alone 
which causes them to be collected. In these, as in 
the United States Locals, many are bogus, and used 
specimens of genuine ones are very scarce.

These stamps are used by the various districts of 
the Russian provinces, and a vast number of their 
districts have issued separate designs. The issue of 
their Locals was authorised by a decree of the 5th 
September, 1S70, which decree enacts, by implication, 
that the Imperial arms are in no case to be used 
upon them.

Only one thing can be said in favour of their 
labels, which is, that they are comparitively cheap 
unused, and anyone wishing to collect them will not 
have much difficulty in getting a very good number.

1 had almost forgotten to mention the so-called 
Hamburg Locals, the “  complete set of 116  ” of which 
is usually sold for one shilling and sixpence, unused.
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This fact alone is sufficient to prove their worthless 
character. Dr. Gray says “  The entire rejection of 
these pernicious fabrications is strongly to be 
recommended. They are a positive disfigurement to 
every Collection into which they are admitted.” 
After this, any remarks by me would be useless.

C H A P T E R  V I I .
OF ST A M P E D  EN V ELO PE S.

Hitherto our attention has been directed towards 
one branch only of Philately, namely, adhesive stamps 
but there are other branches which now require our 
attention. This Chapter treats of postage envelopes, 
that is, of such envelopes as have a stamp to prepay 
the postage impressed in them. Postage envelopes 
were in fact issued before postage stamps— die curious 
envelopes used in Sardinia for a short time being 
issued in the year 18 19 , while postage stamps were 
not issued until the 6th May, 1840, but at this latter 
date stamped envelopes Were first issued in England. 
Postage envelopes have, however, never had the 
immense circulation which postage stamps have had, 
one reason for which may be that the stamp which 
is impressed in them is valueless when severed from the 
envelope, and consequentlyif from any cause the envelope 
is spoiled, the stamp is lost. There is in fact so very little 
demand for stamped envelopes, in this country at 
least, that at many of the small Post Offices they are 
not even kept in stock.

There were formerly very few Collectors who took 
the trouble to collect stamped envelopes, one of the 
chief reasons of which was that it was considered 
useless to collect so much stationery, and some 
Collectors even went so far as to say that to collect 
stamped envelopes in their entire state was to defraud 
the waste paper basket of so much waste paper. The 
consequence of this was that the majority of those 
Collectors who did take notice of envelopes, only 
collected a very small part of them, namely, the 
impressed stamp, and cut away the rest of the 
envelope. This mutilation was vastly propogated by 
those who should have done all in their power to stay
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it, for those who published Albums, actually allowed 
spaces for cut copies of envelopes, thus causing those 
Collectors who used these albums either to cut down 
their envelopes, or to leave the spaces blank and to 
keep their envelopes in a separate album.

At length, some Collectors raised their voices against 
this mutilation, and then began a wordy warfare 
which has probably not even yet ended, for now and 
then a Collector protests against collecting so much 
stationery. However, that may be, it has certainly 
now been decided that all those Collectors who want 
to have a valuable collection of envelopes, must have 
envelopes entire. In my opinion it is as bad to cut 
down an envelope as it is to cut the perforation from 
off a postage stamp, which practice, at one time, was 
likely to gain ground, but has now been stopped.

In consequence of the mutilation which envelopes 
suffered at the hands of former Collectors, it is, in 
some cases, difficult to obtain entire specimens, except 
at great outlays of cash, and a plan has been devised 
by a member of the London Philatelic Society ( 'Ir . 
M. P. Castle) by which cut specimens may be mounted 
so as to present the appearance of entire envelopes 
(Vide Philatelic Record, Vol. II., page 1 1 3).

Now, although this plan adds considerably to the 
“  unity of effect ” of a Collection, yet it does not, of 
course, add to its value, for at the most the envelopes 
are forgeries with genuine stamps, and the effect of 
former mutilation is still felt.

The sameness in design in stamped envelopes may 
perhaps account for the fact that they arc not collected 
by many Pilatelists. I f  any one looks at a Collection 
of envelopes, they cannot help being struck with the 
fact that they nearly all have the same shape and 
design in the stamp. The shape is in almost every 
case oval, and the design the head of some celebrity 
who can also be found in the adhesives as well, so that 
in the opinion of many Collectors to collect both 
adhesives and envelopes is useless.

In envelopes, as in adhesives, there are many minor 
details which must be carefully noted. Thus there 
are watermarks (in a few), tresses, surcharges over
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the stamp of certain words, the position of the stamp, 
the size o f the envelope, the fact of its being adhesive 
or not, the paper used for the envelope, and several 
other details, which must all be carefully looked into 
in order to ascertain the date ot issue and consequent 
value of the envelope. I f  we cut down our envelopes 
all these details are at once lost, and the value gone 
in a great measure.

Besides ordinary stamped envelopes, there are 
registration envelopes. Great Britain was the first 
country to introduce these, the issue taking place on 
the ist January, 1878, and, although some of these 
bear the date of November and December, 1877, Уе1 
this only points to the fact that they were printed  on 
those dates in readiness for issue on the ist January, 
1878. These envelopes have now been adopted by 
several other countries, to which they are supplied by 
the Patentees, Messrs. M'Corquodale and Co. They 
are lined with muslin, to render them extra secure, they 
originally being intended to carry coin

In these envelopes also there are many minor details 
to which the Philatelist should give notice. Thus in 
those issued for this country there are some with a 
plain flap, and others with the flap scallopped ; some 
with serrated seams, others with scallopped seams, 
besides differences in the inscription, size of letters, 
&c.

In envelopes alone there is quite sufficient work for 
any ordinary Collector, without adhesives or postcards. 
In fact, these three branches of Philately have each 
their own admirers, who take but little notice of the 
other branches.

C H A P T E R  V I I I .
OF PO STCA RD S.

Although England had the honour of introducing 
postage stamps to the world, she was not equally 
fortunate with regard to postcards, but was in fact 
exactly one year behind.

Postcards, the invention of Dr. E . Herrmann, were 
first issued by Austria, on the ist October, 1869, and
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since that time they have been adopted by almost 
every stamp-issuing State.

In postcards, probably, there is a far larger field for 
the zeal of the industrious Philatelist, than in either 
of the other branches of Philately. The vast 
multitude of varieties which have already been issued 
give plenty of room for diligent study. Those long 
lists of varieties which from time to time appear in 
the pages of the Philatelic Record and other stamp 
papers will prove the truth of this insertion. Thus 
there arc sixteen varieties of the first issue of 
Mauritius and about fifty varieties of Bavarian post­
cards.

It would appear that forgers have not yet turned 
their attention to this branch of Philately, for the Rev. 
R . B. Earće, who probably knows more about 
forgeries than any man living, says that he has not 
yet met with any forged postcards.

Some years ago (I believe in 1872) a variety of post­
cards was issued known as a “  reply card,” by which 
two cards fastened together at the top, could be sent 
through the post, one card having the communication 
upon it, the other one being for the reply. Both 
these cards were stamped as a single one would be. 
The benefit of these “  reply cards ” was so much felt 
that they were soon adopted by many States, including 
England, but it would appear from official statistics 
that they are not much used in this country.

It cannot be said of postcards as it can of 
envelopes that they present any degree of similarity, 
in fact many Collectors collect postcards on account 
of their great diversity of design, and in many cases 
they are fine works of art. A  glance at the post­
cards of Nicaragua, Newfoundland, Uruguay, and 
other American States will prove this, and one cannot 
help wondering how it is that Great B rita in  should so 
long have used the ugly cards which she has, since 
they are used in larger quantities than any other post­
card, for in the year ending 31st March, 188 1, 
according to the Postmaster-General’s 27th report, 
there were delivered by the Post Office in the United 
Kingdom, 122,884,000 postcards alone.
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C H A P T E R  IX .
E SSA Y S, PRO O FS, A N D  T R IA L S .

An essay in the sense here used means a design 
sent in to the authorities for a postage stamp, 
envelope, or postcard. There must be some difference 
between it and the stamp actually issued, or it is not 
an essay.

An essay is usually imperforate, or unwatermarked, 
so that it is not difficult to tell it from the stamp 
actually issued. As it is, it is not a postage stamp, 
and has no business in a collection of postage stamps 
only. The more advanced Philatelists, however, 
accept an essay as showing the progress made in the 
design of a stamp.

In that vety valuable work lately published by the 
London Philatelic Society, on the Postage and 
Telegraph Stamps o f Great B rita in  there is a list of 
the more important English essays inserted there, 
because the authors believe them to be "  chiefly 
interesting in a historical point of view, as tending to 
throw light not only on the gradual growth of the 
system, but also on certain stages in the production of 
the stamps ultimately issued.”

Proofs and trials of stamps actually issued are also 
collected by some Philatelists. At page 293 of the 
before-mentioned work the authors say “  these proofs 
are not rare, being ordinarily seen in good collections 
but in reading the work, wc must not forget that the 
authors are two of the chief English Philatelists, so 
when they use the term good collections we may take it 
to mean “ the collections of advanced Philatelists.”

The Collector, for whom these pages are intended, 
had better leave essays, proofs, and trials alone, as he 
will find plenty to collect in adhesives, envelopes, and 
postcards. In fact, if he styles himself a postage 
stamp Collector he has nothing to do with essays, Ac., 
which are not postage stamps, and in collecting them 
he would only be increasing his collection with 
something which has no business there.

I think that I have now gone through the whole of
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the various classes of varieties, errors, and branches of 
Philately, which will trouble the Collector. The 
Collector has now to decide which of these he will 
collect, and having made up his mind thoroughly, the 
next thing to do is to obtain his album and rule it.

Having thus briefly discussed the chief tests against 
forgeries, and the subject of varieties, we will now 
turn our attention to that all-important subject the 
“  arrangement of a collection ” and in this we shall 
include— t 1 ) style of the album ; (2) the ruling
of the album ; and (3) the manner of inserting the 
stamps İn the album.

C H A P T E R  X .
O F T H E  A LBU M .

First, then, as to the style of the album. Although 
some may be inclined to think that the album is but 
a small item in a Collector’s paraphernalia, and is of 
very little moment, I must contend that it is one of 
the most important, as on the style of the album 
depends, in great measure, the enjoyment to be 
derived from the collection. I )ealers have done a 
great deal to retard Philately by publishing bad 
albums, although I must admit that the cost is very 
moderate for the work in them, but very dear for their 
amount of usefulness. Albums have been, and still 
are, I believe, published, which contain but a few 
pages allowing, for instance, one page holding some 
twenty stamps for Spain, which country has issued 
over two hundred varieties.

It would be useless for me to give a description of 
the various albums which have been published, as I 
think that no album has yet been published which can 
be thoroughly recommended as good for its purpose.

I recommend all Collectors to have an album made 
expressly fo r  them, and to rule it themselves. That is 
the course which 1 myself pursued, and I am thorougly 
satisfied with the result. The album which is in five 
volumes was made for me by Messrs. Partridge and 
Cooper, the well known Law Stationers of Chancery
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Lnne, London,and thccost was ten shillings pervolume. 
The paper used is the best white laid Solicitors' Draft 
Paper, and the size of each page is 8 inches by 10 
inches. There are 3S0 pages in each volume, and a 
guard between every leaf.

This style of album, strongly bound, l can safely 
recommend to any Collector.

Some albums are made with screws to fasten the 
leaves together. These may be all very well for very 
advanced Collectors, but for the majority an ordinary 
well made book album is sufficient,

C H A P T E R  X I .
T H E  R U L IN G  O F T H E  A LBU M .

It is absolutely necessary for the Collector to decide 
what he intends to collect, before ruling bis album, 
and then to rule his album to suit his owm require­
ments. The album, such as 1 have described in the 
preceding Chapter, will, of course, be sent from the 
manufacturers in a plain state, that is, the leaves will 
be only plain paper. Some Collectors advise that the 
album should be left in this state, and the spaces for 
the stamps only pricked out, but with this method the 
stamps are liable to be placed out of square a little (I 
mean, not parallel to the sides of the album). For 
this reason I recommend the Collector to rule his 
album with ink, leaving a small margin all round.

Before doing this he should purchase one of the 
best catalogues which he can obtain (that by Capt. 
Evans, recently published by Messrs. Pemberton, 
Wilson, and Co. can be safely recommended). From 
this he should rule his album, allowing a space a little 
larger than the stamp which is intended to go in it for 
each stamp, and not rule all the spaces the same size. 
It will look better, perhaps, to have them all the same 
size on one page, but not all through the book, or else 
some stamps will have little margin round them, and 
others a great deal.

Having ruled a page, let him take the catalogue 
and enter the stamps in the album in strictly chrono-



logical order. In the first space he should write a 
brief description of the first issue for that particular 
country, giving the date, watermark, perforation, See., 
and in the next spaces mark the value and colour of 
each stamp of that issue. That being ended, a 
description of the next issue should be given, and the 
values and colours of it, and so on right through the 
country, placing varieties, errors, iVc. (if he intends to 
collect them, or such of them as he does intend to collect) 
in their proper places. Then, if the country is still 
issuing, leave a number of pages blank for future 
issues, and then proceed with the next country.

The Album will then appear as follows. Take 
for instance the country of Austria.*

If  this method is carried out the Collector will 
have a space in his album for every stamp which he 
intends to collect, and the space which it is to occupy, 
marked with its value and colour. I f  he does not 
collect varieties of paper, perforation, Sec., they will 
not be mentioned. No difficulty will then be found 
in inserting a stamp in its proper place, and the stamps 
will never want re-arranging. On purchasing, or other­
wise becoming possessed of a stamp, all the Collector 
would have to do, is to place it in its proper space, 
hitherto kept vacant for it-

I strongly advise that the stamps should be put in 
chronological order, or there will always be a difficulty 
with new issues. Dr. Gray, in his catalogue, has 
divided newspaper, and other stamps from the general 
issues. With this plan I thoroughly disagree, as it is 
sure to lead to difficulty in future, since there will be 
no place İn which to put new general issues.

The ruling should also be strictly geographical, that 
is, the countries should be placed in proper order. 
My own album, as I said before, is in five volumes, 
and it is divided as follows :— Voi. I., Europe ; Voi. 
IT., Asia and Africa (of course divided); Voi. III ., 
America, and Vol. IV., Australia Vol. V. is for 
bostcards, Envelopes, Sec. (These latter I do not

38 Stam p Collecting considered as a Science.

* See engraving.



collect much, so require little space for them, or of 
course they would require many volumes). In addition 
to these divisions, Africa, I have divided into North, 
East, South, and West, placing each country in its 
own position, therefore it is no use looking for 
Gambia where Griqualand is, or near the Egyptian 
stamps. America is divided into North, Central, and 
South. Hut the chief difference in my plan, to others, 
is in the Islands, which are arranged according to their 
several seas. Thus there are “  Islands in the Atlantic," 
“  Pacific,” “  Mediterranean,’ ' See., so it is no use 
looking for Cape Verd along with the Ceylon stamps.

Such an album as this, is almost permanent, for 
sufficient space can be left after each country, as will 
take many years to fill up, and then extra leaves can 
be put in, or a new volume started.

The advantage of it is very great, as you have spaces 
only for such stamps as you intend to collect. I f  you 
do not collect varieties of perforation See., they will 
not be mentioned, and the labour of ruling it will 
become a pleasure as the work advances—at least I 
found it so. The names of the countries can then be 
“ texted ”  and if the whole has been neatly ruled with 
a ruling pen in double lines, the appearance of the 
album will be all that can be desired.

C H A P T E R  X I I .
T H E  M A N N ER  O F IN S E R T IN O  ST A M PS IN 

T H E  A L B U M .
The early Philatelists did this in a very short time, 

by simply sticking the label flat into the album, and 
often used so much gum in so doing, as to produce 
many interesting varieties of discolouration, but as they 
became more learned they found that by so doing 
they were hiding two of the most important parts of 
the stamp, the watermark and the gum , so they 
adopted various methods whereby this evil should be 
prevented

Some cut out the paper of the album at the back 
of the stamp, and left it sticking by its edges only,
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and others proposed (if they did not carry into effect) 
an alburn having slits on the pages, in which the stamps 
might slide and so be removed at pleasure.

But undoubtedly the best, cheapest, and easiest 
system which has yet been invented is that known as 
the HINGE SYSTEM .

In this method a piece of thin paper, a little smaller 
than the stamp to be mounted is fastened to the top 
of the stamp at the back, so that most of the paper 
shows over the top of the stamp, thus :—
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The paper which thus shows over the top of the 
stamp, when looking at its face, is then turned back, 
over the back of the stamp, until none of the mount 
is to be seen. It will then appear as follows : —

A small drop of gum is placed on the spot marked 
“  A ” in the second figure, and the stamp is then 
fastened into the album by the mount, which is not 
seen. The stamp can then be raised for the watermark 
to be seen without trouble and it can be removed by 
simply taking the mount out of the album, which is 
therefore not hurt in any way, nor the label damaged 

Very few “  beginners” think anything at all about 
watermarks, perforations, &c., and never dream of

Mount

Back
of

Stamp.
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mounting their stamps, but after they have collected 
some hundreds of varieties, and begin to take some 
interest in collecting, they are very sorry that they did 
so fasten them down, as in removingthem they are sure 
to spoil many.

There is one thing that beginners rarely think of, 
and that is that water should never touch the Jace o f the 
stamps since many arc printed in soluble colours, and 
even those which are not so printed are very likely to 
smudge when wetted.

Probably there are few Collectors who are not 
aware that Russian stamps are completely spoilt by 
being placed in water, but probably few are aware of 
the reason of this. Now, it appears from recent 
investigations upon this subject that the paper upon 
which Russian stamps are printed is first coated with 
gum, and over this gum is spread fine powdered chalk, 
and on this chalk the design is printed. Now when 
one of these stamps is placed in water, the gum is 
softened, and allows the chalk, with the design, to float 
away.

I think that the plan for mounting stamps before 
described is equally applicable to envelopes and post 
cards, only stronger paper should of course be used. 
I f  the mount is fastened to the back of the post card 
or envelope at the side nearest to the edge of the leaf 
in the album they will not be found to fly open when 
the page is raised, which they are sure to do if 
mounted by the top.

In addition to this, by the hinge system the whole 
face of the post card, &c., is kept clear, instead of 
being partly hid, as is the case in a system proposed 
a short time ago, by which they were fastened in by 
means of bands.

C H A P T E R  X I I I .
W H AT IS TO B E  L E A R N E D  BY  M EA N S OF 

P H IL A T E L Y ?
Having now cleared the way through the arrange-



ment of the collection, we will again resume our 
subject “  What is to be learned by means of Philately?

First then as to Geography. A knowledge of this 
may be easily obtained, at least so far as concerns the 
position of the various countries, if the stamps are 
properly arranged, in the way previously mentioned. 
The usefulness of this method is not only found when 
Geography is being learned, but it will always be 
lound, as the Collector will not forget his Geography 
so easily. How many persons on leaving school and 
going into business, forget what they have learned, 
and could not tell you where Antigua is ! By means 
of Philately this knowledge would be retained, and 
the Collector would be able to answer the question at 
once.

Likewise from the obliteration of many stamps the 
names of the chief towns of the various countries will 
be retained.

The insertion of a few maps into the album will aid 
the Collector in this respect, and will not be at all 
objectionable, if placed along with the countries 
stamps. Thus put a map of France along with the 
French stamps, and so with the other countries. The 
map can be fastened on to one o f the guards easily, 
and can be obtained the same size as the album.

Next as to History. You will probably have 
thought that Philately cannot teach very much with 
regard to this most important item of education. 
Certainly this is very true if we arc to consider the 
good old times before the late Sir Rowland Plili 
introduced the system of cheap postage which has 
occasioned such a revolution in the whole civilized 
world, for before that time Philately gives merely the 
weakest help with regard to history, but if we consider 
the period of time which has elapsed since the cheap 
rate of postage was introduced, then we may safely say 
that this science (if I may be permitted to call it such) 
can teach a very great deal, provided that the labels are 
arranged in strictly chronological order, for out of 
chaos nothing definite can be deduced. In other
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words Philately will give us a History o f our own 
times.

A few instances will give a very good idea of how 
Philately manages to do 'his.

Opening our album at Prance, we find that the first 
stamps issued hear the profile of 1 .1 hert у and that they 
were issued in 1S49. Prendi history tells us that on 
the 24th February, 1 84s, a sudden Revolution over­
turned the Monarchy, and established a Republic. 
It was that Republic which issued the first French 
postage stamps. We sec in our albums that this 
Republic lasted till 1S52, when we find a Presidency 
constituted, and the profile of Napoleon 111. used asa 
design. In 1853 the Republic and Presidency was 
abolished, and an F.mpire raised, the general design of 
the stamp being the same, but the word ‘‘ kmi'IRk"  used 
instead of “  к imun." In t N70 we find tliata Republic 
was again raised, and this is the last entry, for that form 
of Government still exists in Fiance.

Again, if we turn to Alsace and Lorraine we find 
the date of the issue to be 1S70 which shows the date 
of the German army entering these States in their 
conquering march towards Paris: these stamps having 
been issued by the Germans in order to carry the 
soldiers’ letters at a very low rate.

Turning to Spain we find in a good collection a 
very large number of stamps, indeed more than for 
any other country. Here we see that stamps were 
first issued on the ist January, 1850, in the reign of 
Queen Isabella I I ,  whose not very handsome 
physiognomy adorns (or at any rate forms the subject 
of) the stamp. As the reader will know, on the 30th 
September, 1S6S, the Queen left Spain in consequence 
of a Revolution, and this is shown in our albums by 
the issue of ist October (the very next day), that of a 
provisional Government, when we find all the postage 
stamps then in use surcharged with the words 
Hahilitado fo r  hi Nación (for the use of the Nation). 
This was probably done to hide the face of Her 
Majesty, who had somewhat gone down in public 
opinion. On the ist January, 1870, wc find the profile
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of Liberty on the stamps showing that the Government 
was a Republic. On the 4th August, 1870, Amadeus, 
Duke of Aosta, accepts the Crown, but no stamps 
were issued with his portrait until ist October, 1872. 
On the 11th February, 1873, this King resigned, and 
on the ist July following we find the figure of Liberty 
seated, as the design for the stamps, showing that 
there was again a Republic. On the 30th December, 
1874, Alfonso accepts the Crown, reigning under the 
title of Alfonso X II. He died in 1885. Hisportrait 
is on the stamps issued on ist August, 1875.

From 1873 to 1875 several stamps were issued by 
the outlaw Don Carlos for use in the Basque 
Provinces, and these stamps are obliterated in thirteen 
different ways. In these stamps we find some of 
those minute varieties of design which I mentioned in 
Chapter I I I .  Thus, in the issue of February, 1875, we 
find that the oval contains 30 lines, and that the angle 
of the neck is between the 5th and 6th lines, but in 
the issue of the following July the oval contains 44 
lines, and the angle of the neck is on the 9th line.

I will give one more instance only in connection 
with this branch, and that will be the case of the 
Peruvian stamps surcharged with the arms of Chili.

These stamps were issued during the latter portion 
of 1881 and are of a somewhat historical importance, 
on account of their marking the time at which the 
Chilians conquered the Peruvians, and took possession 
of their territory.

This surcharging of their stamps must have been 
almost as humiliating to the Peruvians as it was to the 
old Romans to walk under the yoke, to which punish­
ment the Roman prisoners were often subjected by 
the Gauls and other nations against whom the Romans 
waged war

These four instances of France, Alsace, Spain, and 
Peru will give a very fair idea of what may be learnt 
of H istory by means of Philately. Many other instances 
could be given, as Canada, Confederate States, Cyprus, 
Fiji, Transvaal, &c., &c., but the four which I have 
given will suffice. France and Spain probably afford
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the best illustrations, as those two countries have 
undoubtedly had their share in changes in Government 
during the last thirty years, besides having each issued 
a large number of stamps.

In addition to the branch of History which I have 
hitherto treated of, there is another, and equally 
important one, namely, the form of government of 
each country, and the King or Kmperor. Philately 
will teach this also. A glance at the stamps of a 
country will generally tell what the form of govern­
ment is, of what country it is a dependency, and the 
name of the Chief can also usually be ascertained 
from them, or at least this can be ascertained from 
the description placed betöre each issue, as before 
described, for by refering to such description it will be 
seen whose portrait is on the stamps. But the 
Philatelist will not have to refer to his album every 
time he wants to know anything of this sort, for if he 
studies his stamps at all he will be able to recollect 
in an instant what the design of any country’s stamps 
is.

C H A P T E R  X I V .
HOW A P L A T E  FO R  PR IN T IN G  STAM PS 

FRO M , IS  M AD E.
At this point it may be interesting (at the expense 

of a slight digression) to explain how a number of 
stamps, all exactly alike, may be produced from one 
original die.

I f  a person takes a sheet of English stamps he will 
find that it is composed of a number of stamps all 
exactly alike (except in the letters in the angles), and 
he will at once see that it would be utterly impossible 
for any person to engrave so many dies all exactly 
alike.

The manner in which it is done in steel plate 
printing is as follows :—

The engraver engraves ¿we die on a block of softened 
steel in intaglio, that is, the design is cut into the 
plate, as in copper plate engraving. This block of 
steel when engraved is carefully hardened by re­
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carbonising the steel. This die is termed the m atrix. 
The matrix being hardened is employed to give cameo 
impressions of itself to a roller of softened steel. This 
roller is then hardened in like manner as was the 
matrix, and is used in turn to gite impressions (of 
course this time in intaglio) to a plate of softened 
steel as many impressions as there are rows of stamps 
to the sheet. This plate, therefore, has a number of 
impressions all exactly alike, each being an exact 

facsim ile  of the original die or matrix. This being 
done, the letters in the angles are inserted with steel 
punches, the inscription round the plate is added, and 
the illaté hardened. It is then ready for use.

The lettering used in the late issues of English 
stamps was placed there as a protection against forgery, 
since the forgers would probably be unable to go to 
the expense of having a complete plate of dies, as by 
means of these letters each stamp was different from 
the others. In the first stamps issued, letters were 
only placed in the lower angles, but in 185S the 2d. 
value was issued with the letters in all four angles, and 
on the 15th May, 1S64, the id. value was likewise 
altered. This insertion of the letters in all four angles 
was a very great improvement, as it was now made 
much more difficult to place together the unobliterated 
halves of two stamps (or the letters to match, for if the 
letters at the top were e  к those at the botton would 
have to be к. e .

The method of multiplying a die just described is 
that employed in steel plate engraving. In surface 
printing another plan is adopted, namely, the electro­
type process.

In surface printing, as before described, those 
portions of the stamp which are to appear in colour 
are raised above the rest of the plate. A number of 
moulds of this one die are then taken in sheet lead, 
and then placed together in the form required for the 
plate. In these moulds, those portions which were 
raised in the die, are sunken. Metal is then deposited 
on these moulds by the aid of a voltaic battery, 
and a plate is thus formed which is therefore a scries
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of reproductions of the matrix. The system of 
reproduction used in the lithographic mode of printing 
is different from either of those before described.

In this method a transfer is employed. This transfer 
is either made from an original drawing on the stone 
or from a design engraved on metal The transfer is 
done as follows : — An impression of the design is taken 
on prepared paper. This is laid on the stone, damped 
and pressed. The paper is then removed from the 
stone, to which the impression on it is found to be 
transferred. A number of these transfers are made so 
as to form a plate, and having been prepared, it is then 
fit for printing from.

C H A P T E R  X V .
A G L A N C E  AT TH E H IS T O R Y  OF T H E  

EN G LISH  POST O FF IC E .
Although the subject to which I now ask the 

reader’s attention is not prim å facie connected with 
the science of Philately, yet it may perhaps be 
interesting at the present time (when correspondence 
is so frequent that 33 letters is the average number 
annually delivered to each person in the United 
Kingdom) to take a very brief glance at the history 
of that Post Office which deals with more letters than 
any other, ..nd more especially because it was that 
office which first issued postage stamps, and thereby 
gave the foundation to the science of Philately.

The reader will naturally be aware that for the 
information which is contained in this chapter I am 
entirely dependent on the statements of others, in fact 
anyone who writes a history must be guilty of 
plagiarism. He may clothe his statements in fresh 
language, but still they are not his own, and it may be 
taken for granted that he copied them from some- 
other author.

When we consider the state of Society as it existed 
anterior to the seventeenth century, we cannot be 
surprised that we hear nothing of a Post Office before 
that period. In fact few of the motives to written
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communication could be said to exist. Literature 
and science dwelt only in the convent and the cell. 
Neither the serf nor the lord had power, even if they 
had the desire, to write letters. It was the business 
of the State alone which demanded correspondence.

The expenses of the establishment of nuncii, 
charged with the conveyance of letters, formed a large 
item in the charges of the Royal Household. As early 
as the reign 01 King John ( 1 19 9 — 12 16 ) the payments 
to nuncii for the carriage of letters may be found 
enrolled on the Close and Mixed Rolls, and these 
payments may be traced in an almost unbroken series 
through the records of subsequent reigns.

Hut, as correspondence grew, it is easy to see that 
economical arrangements for its transmission would 
grow likewise. The Statute 2 & 3 Edw. V., Cap. 3 
( 1 548), fixed one penny per mile as the rate to be 
charged for the hire of post horses. In 1581 one 
Thomas Randolph is mentioned by Camden as the 
Chief Postmaster of England. The earliest recital of 
the duties and privileges of a Postmaster seems to 
have been made by Jac. I. but as late as 1644 it 
appears that the Postmasters’ duties were not 
connected directly with letters.

A Parliamentary Resolution entered on the Journals 
of the Commons states that “  the Lords and 
Commons finding by experience that it is most 
necessary for keeping of good intelligence between the 
Parliament and their forces that post stages should 
be erected in several parts of the Kingdom, and the 
office of Master of the Posts and couriers being at 
present void, ordain that Edmund Prideaux, Esquire, 
a Member of the House of Commons, shall be and is 
hereby constituted Master of the posts, messengers, 
and couriers.”

This gentleman first established a weekly conveyance 
of letters into all parts of the country, thereby saving 
to the public the charge of maintaining Postmasters, 
to the amount of j £ 7,000 per annum,

But the most complete step in the establishment of 
a Post Office was taken in 1656, when an Act was
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passed “ lo settle the postage of England, Scotand, and 
Ireland.” It enacted, inter alia, that “  there shall he 
one General Post Office, and one officer styled the 
Postmaster-General of England and Comptroller of 
the Post Office.”

These arrangements were confirmed in the first 
year of the Restoration, by an Act which was repealed 
by 9 Anne, Cap. 1 1.

From г 7 11 to 1838 upwards o f 150 Acts affecting 
the Post Office were passed, and in the first year of 
Her present Majesty 93 of these were repealed.

I must necessarily omit reference to a great many 
improvements which were made in the Post Office 
before 1838, but for an account o f these I must refer 
the reader to The Postage and Telegraph Stamps o f 
Great Britain  and The Penny Cyclopedia, Voi. 
18, pages 453 to 459. It is from the latter work that 
most of this information is obtained.

We will now consider the plan which was proposed 
by Mr. Rowland Hill, and which was ultimately 
adopted in great measure

Mr. Rowland Hill, a gentleman wholly unconnected 
with the Post Office, up to that time, brought forward 
in 1836 a plan calculated not only to increase the 
utility of the Post Office İn the promotion of all the 
objects of civilization, but to change the whole 
management of the institution. It was, at first, 
privatelysubmitted to tbeGovernmcnt,and subsequently 
published in a pamphlet entitled Vost Office Reform— 
its Importance and Practicability. In a short time 
three editions were issued. The main features of Mr. 
Hill’s plan which, putting aside the merits of the 
suggestion of a uniform rate, were discussed with 
singular moderation, acuteness, caution, and sound 
reasoning, proposed to effect :— 1. a great diminution 
in the rates of postage ; 2, increased speed in the 
delivery of letters ; and 3, more frequent opportunities 
for their despatch. He proposed that the rate of 
postage should be uniform , and not, as then, according 
to distance ; to be charged according to weight, and 
not, as then, according to the number of enclosures ;



and that the payment should he made in advance, 
and not, as then, on delivery. The means of doing 
so by stamps were not suggested in the first edition of 
the pamphlet.

Mr. Hill showed, on undisputed data, that the 
actual cost of conveying letters from London to 
Edinburgh, when divided among the letters actually 
carried, did not exceed one penny fo r  thirty-six letters !

The publication of this plan excited a strong public 
sympathy in its favour, especially with the commercial 
classes of the City of London. Mr. Wallace, M .P., 
moved for a Select Committee to enquire into its 
merits, on the 9th May, 1837 ; this motion fell to the 
ground, butin the December of the same year the 
Government assented to the appointment of a Select 
Committee to enquire into and report upon the plan. 
In the Session of 1837 five petitions were presented to 
the House of Commons in favour of the plan. In 1838 
upwards of three hundred and twenty were presented, 
of which seventy-three were from Town Councils, and 
nineteen from Chambers of Commerce.

After sitting upwards of 63 days, and examining 
Mr. Rowland Hill and 83 witnesses, besides the 
officers of the Departments of the Post Office, and the 
Excise, the Committee presented a most elaborate 
report in favour of the whole plan, confirming, form 
authentic and official data, the conclusions which Mr. 
Hill had formed from very scanty and imperfect 
materials.

The appearance of the Committee’s Report seemed 
to inspire the whole country with confidence in the 
plan. Petitions in its favour to the number of two 
thousand were presented to both Houses of Parliament, 
in the Session of 1839.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought forward 
a Bill to enable the Treasury to carry the plan into 
effect, which was carried by a majority of 100 in the 
House of Commons, and passed into law on the 17th 
August, 1839.

In the following month an arrangement was made
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which secured Mr. H ill’s superintendence of the 
working out of his ow'n measure

On the 5th December, 1839, as a preparatory 
measure, to accustom the Department to the mode of 
charging by weight, the inland rates were reduced to 
a uniform charge of four pence per half-ounce. This 
measure continued in force until the 10th January,
1 840, when a uniform rate of one penny per half-ounce 
payable in advance, or two pence payable on delivery, 
came into operation ; and on the 6th May, stamps 
and the Mulready envelopes and covers were 
introduced.

In the year 1839, the estimated number of letters 
delivered in the United Kingdom was 76,000,000 
besides 6,563,000 franks, being equal to 3 for every 
person. In 1840, the first year of the Penny Postage, 
169,000,000 were delivered and no franks, being equal 
to 7 for every person, but in the year ending 31st 
March, 18 8 1, there were delivered 1,176,423,600 
letters alone, being equal to 34 to every person, 
122,884,000 post cards, 248,881,600 book packets 
and circulars, and 133,796,100 newspapers, thus 
getting a total of 1,681,985,300 articles delivered in 
the United Kingdom from 31st March, 1880, to 31st 
March. 18 8 1.

Sir Rowland Hill states in his History o f the 
Penny Postage, Vol. I. page 529 that up to the year 
1833 “ the Post Office was regarded by the public, as 
a vast and mysterious but nearly perfect machine.*’ 
Lord Lichfield in 1839 denounced Mr. Hill’s scheme 
as one of the most wild and visionary he had ever 
heard of. After this the reader may be somewhat 
surprised to hear that in the year 1881 the clear profit 
to the nation by the Post Office amounted to three 
million seventy-one thousand five hundred and 
twenty-five pounds !

It may perhaps be interesting to give the dates on 
which the various values of English Postage Stamps 
were firs t  issued. They are as follows :—
One Penny— 6th May, 1840

G
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Two Pence— May or June, 1840 
One Shilling— 13th September, 1847

This stamp was issued lor the prepayment of letters 
to the United States of America, the single rate then 
being is.

Ten Pence-—6th November, 1848
For the single letter rate to France as then existing. 

Six Pence— ist March, 1854
For the Registration Rate as then existing.

Four Pence— 31st July, 1855 
The reduced rate from iod. to 4d., of letters to 

France, required this stamp.
Nine Pence— 15th January, 1862

For the single letter rate to India and Australia, as 
then existing. (Withdrawn from circulation in 1877). 

Three Pence— ist May, 1862
For postage to Belgium and Switzerland.

Two Shillings— ist July, 1867
(Withdrawn on ist October, 1880).

Five Shillings— ist July, 1867 
Three Half pence— ist October, 1870 
H alf Penny— ist October, 1870 

For new rate for Newspapers.
Two Pence Half-penny— ist July, 1875

For the reduced rates to Countries in List A . ofthe 
Postal Union.

Eight Pence— ist September, 1876
For single letter rate to Australia (via Brindisi) 

(Withdrawn in 1880).

One Pound5'  1 25th M e m b e r , .878
These are not mentioned in the Postal Guide, but 

are sometimes used for heavy Foreign Postages.
Five Pence— 15th March, 1881

For double rate to Countries in Postal Union, list A. 
Five Pounds—April, 1882 

Probably for official use.

In Sir Rowland Hill’s History o f the Penny Postage, 
there is a return from the Board of Inland Revenue,
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of the number of postage stamps issued from the 27th 
Aprii, 1840, to 31st December, 1879. It is as 
follows :—
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1,600,276,320 Labels of Ad.
20,699,858,040 Я id

42,638,160 łł .åd.
358,520,28° >1 2d.
105,829,824 łł 2.ţd.
i 5 8.5 26<°4 ° Ił 3d-
· 5 3 ·8 ι 5 ,82° łł 4 d.
158,721,280 łł 6d.

4,608,720 »» 8d.
7,635,08° »» 9 d.
5 .9 63 .4 7 6 łł tod.

1 26,968,940 łł ÍS.
6 ,4 7 5 .8zo Ił 2S.
5,174,262 ł> 5*·

6,014 łł IO S.

6,014 łł

C H A P T E R  X V I .
T H E  SH A P E S AND D E SIG N S OF PO STA GE 

STA M PS.
The shape of almost all postage stamps which have 

been issued is rectangular. This was the shape used 
at first, and it has continued to he used by the large 
majority of countries. The other shapes used have 
been square, oblong, circular (very rarely), triangular, 
and oval.

The shapes used for some of the Russian locals are, 
as before mentioned, very peculiar, and if it were not 
for the worthless character of many of these labels, 
they would deserve more attention than they usually 
receive. Among them there are diamonds, ovals, 
squares, scalloped circles, stamps with counterfoils, 
& c., &c.

But as to the design of the various stamps The 
design chiefly used is the profile of the reigning Prince, 
or of some other celebrity, or of some figure allegorical 
of the form of Government, as of “ Liberty’ for a Repub­
lic By the law of the United States the portrait of a
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living person cannot be placed on the stamps. I do 
not know of any other country wherein a like law 
prevails.

Great Hiitain being the first country to issue postage 
stamps was the first to use the portrait of the Queen 
as the design. Brazil was the next country to issue, 
but there it was thought not loyal to strike the head 
of the Sovereign every time a stamp was obliterated, 
so they adopted a new design, consisting of large 
figures of value, which, having been reduced in size 
several times, were at last, in 1866, discarded, and the 
head of the Emperor used instead.

In many countries the Arms of the State have been 
used as the design, in others only an inscription 
within a frame (vide Sirmoor). Allegorical designs 
have been used by several States, as for the Cape of 
Good Hope a figure of Hope, for Western Australia 
(Swan River Settlement) a swan, for Egypt a pyramid 
and sphinx. Landscapes have formed the design for 
other stamps, as for Siberia and Nicaragua. New' 
Brunswick has used a train and a steamship as design. 
Newfoundland has used a bunch of flowers, a cod fish, 
a seal, and a yacht ; New South Wales, a view of 
Sydney ; Nowanugger, a sword. Peru has used 
pictures of llamas, trains, &c.

The United States of America has used various 
designs, including a courier on horseback, a railway 
train, an eagle, a steamship, copies of celebrated 
pictures, Src.

But almost all countries have now adopted the 
portrait of the Sovereign as the design, and although 
many Collectors would like to see the Heraldic Arms 
of the States used instead, 1 must say that 1 prefer the 
portraits, since the Arms of a State would not alter, 
and consequently we should lose a very important 
part of the historical value of our stamps ; besides, 
the portrait of a Sovereign can he quite as well 
engraved as the Arms, and can form a very handsome 
stamp, although our own are very far from that degree 
of beauty. Thus, look at the stamps of Brazil, 1878



issue, and the 1882 issue of the Sandwich Islands, all 
of them very handsome stamps, and which would be a 
credit to any country.

It is a very great pity that England has not adopted 
a better class of design than she has, for undoubtedly 
the present issue of postage stamps for this country 
(I mean the id ., id., 1 Jd ., and 2d. values—the other 
values are much better) are about as badly engraved a 
set as it would be possible to find in any civilized 
State. The old 2^d. and the 2s. values are worthy of 
any country, and it would be a great deal better if 
the other values were brought up to these in fineness 
of engraving.

C H A P T E R  X V I I .
T H E  C O LO U R S O F PO ST A G E STAM PS.
The last subject to which I shall refer in the present 

work is that of the colours of postage stamps.
I do not mean the chemical constituents of the 

colours, for that has been treated of in a very elaborate 
manner in the pages of the Philatelic Record, but I 
mean the names by which the various colours and tints 
are known.

These are called by such a number of names that 
it is often quite impossible to understand what tint is 
meant, there being no standard by which to go. In 
a paper read before the Congress of Philatelists, held 
in Paris in 1878, the 2j-d. 1874 issue of Great Britain 
was cited as an example, and it was said that in ten 
catalogues this one stamp (and no change in colour) 
was described in seven different ways— viz. claret, dull 
pink, lake, rose, lilac, violet !  pink, and red brown ; 
and again, the three cents of Curasao was called buff, 
grey, bistre, and stone ; and the two lepta of Greece 
was called cinnamon, light buff, bistre, dark bistre, and 
pale bistre.

Now, is it to be supposed that all these different 
terms are used to describe one colour?—viz., seven 
terms for one colour, tour for another, and five for a 
third. In the 2 id . Great Britain example, pink and
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violet are certainly rather far apart, and I don’t think 
that anyone ever saw this stamp in a violet, unless it 
were a “  chemical ” variety.

Many schemes have been proposed by which to 
arrive at some certainty as to a colour, but they have all 
fallen through on account of the cost. One, which is 
in my opinion the best, J have seen already employed 
for another purpose.

Messrs. Winsor and Newton, the eminent water 
colour makers, have issued a “  trade book ” which 
contains a sample o( every colour they make. Г  om­
me nein g at the top it appears in its deepest colour, 
and at the bottom it has arrived at a mere light 
stain.

Surely something of this description could be 
utilized for our purpose, and by means of naming the 
various colours, and numbering the various tints, there 
could be no mistake. Then, instead of calling a 
stamp a “  pink ”  (which someone else would call a 
“  claret "  or a “  violet ! ” ), we should call it “  Red 
No. 10 ,”  etc., red being the foundation colour of 
pink, and 10 being the number of the tint. Or, better 
still, it could be done as follows :— Call the founda­
tion colour of vermilion, carmine, pink, e tc , red, but 
as a vermilion will never come into a carmine, they 
must be divided ; therefore, call vermilion “  Red No. 
i , ”  carmine “  Red No. 2,” and so on. Then the 
deepness of the colour could be described by a letter, 
as “ Red No. ia " could be taken for very deep 
vermillion, and “ Red No. i m ”  for very pale ver­
milion, the intermediate tints being named by the 
other letters, and named on the plates.

I f  this were done, and a ll catalogues were compiled 
from the plates, there could be no mistakes as to 
colours, and one great enemy of Philately would be 
vanquished.

It has been stated that there are 100 varieties of 
tints in stamps, and that therefore to produce 500 
copies of the work 50,000 operations would be neces­
sary. But surely, if Messrs. Winsor and Newton can 
do it for a trade book, Philatelists ought to be able to
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do it for their own universal use.
How do Messrs. Winsor and Newton produce their 

book ? When this is answered Philatelists ought at 
once to utilize the method for their purpose.

Stam p Collecting considered as a Science.

C O N C L U S I O N .

I have now arrived at the conclusion of this little 
work, although much more could be written on the 
subject.

I have endeavoured to lay before the young 
beginner the true theory and practice of stamp col­
lecting, and if I have led any Collector to see that 
there is something higher, something more scientific, 
and something more useful in his hobby than he 
before thought, my task will not have been a useless 
one. Convinced myself that stamp collecting is the 
coming science, I  have endeavoured to convince 
others as well. But the longer that Collectors remain 
separate and non-communicative, so much the longer 
will the science remain unknown as a science.

I have yet to see the Encyclopædia in which the 
word “  Philately ”  is even mentioned, but I trust that 
Ín the present issue of the Encyclopedia Britannica  
some mention, at any rate, will be made of it.

Stamp collecting is known to almost every one by 
name, but by name only.

I once had the pleasure of reading a Paper on the 
subject of “ Philately”  before a Society in this town 
(Portsmouth), and in the discussion afterwards it was 
the general opinion that there was more in the subject 
than was generally supposed, and that it was very 
strange that the word was not to be found in any 
Encyclopædia. Before I had commenced reading my 
Paper I believe no one in the room knew' what it was 
to be about, as I had only given the title of it as 
“  Philately considered as a science," and had refused 
to explain the word. The consequence was that many 
came out o f sheer curiosity to find out, who, if I  had



called it Stamp Collecting, would not have come, and, 
in all probability, if that had been the title, 1 should 
not even have been allowed to read it

Unless Collectors work together, and that earnestly, 
the longer will it remain unknown, but only so much 
the longer, as I am sure that it will one day be as 
much recognised as Heraldry or Numismatics, and 
then the savants, the scientists, and the world, will 
wonder how it was that so useful, so interesting, and 
so instructive a hobby could have remained hidden so 
long.
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(1876), and many other rare stamps. Post free, S l­

itto . 9 .— The 3 d. Packet of unused Stamps, containing 12 varie­
ties, including Costa Rica, Tunis, Bulgaria, Greece, Porto Rico, &c.

Post free, 4d.
N o . 1 0 — The 3 d. Packet of unused Stamps, containing 18 

varieties, including Brunswick, Hamburgh, Nicaragua, Argentine, 
Grtece unpaid, Monaco, óre,— Post free, 7d,

NO. 12 .— The 2/6  Packet of unused Stamps, containing 36 
varieties, including Bolivar (figure of Justice), Brazil Journal, Cash- 
mere, surcharged Siam, Luxemburg surcharged S.P., Nicaragua 
1 8 6 1, Set of 3 Turkey, Argentine Republic, 2 Servía obsolete, &c.

Post free, 2/6.
35 Denmark Locals, post free, 4d.
Prepared Stamp Mounts, post free, iod. per ι,ΟΟΟ.

IT.X j _ F O R D H A M ,
FOREIGN STAMP IMPORTER,

21, Moor Oaks Road, S H E F F I E L D ,  England.



Advertisements,

A L L E N  &  Co.,M ,Lodgate Bill, LONDON, E.C.
Wbolosalo and Retail Dealers in Foreign Stamps.

C h e a p  L o t i  t e n t  o n  A )rp ro v a l to D e a le r t . S h e e ts  o f  S t a m p s  te n t  to C o lle c to r» ,

Japan Teleg., 6, 10, 15, .t 25 3/- 1,000 
„  10, 15,35 2/- „
„ 9 sorts (mixed) 3/- ,,
,, sets of 10 20/- 100 sets

Postcards, 3 values ... 12/- 1000
Ibsen, green...............  1/6 100
15 „  violet .. ... 1/4 ,,
25 „ green...............  1/9 „
2 ,, r o s e ...........  4/- ÏOOO
5 rin. grey ..............  1/6 100

100 Stamps to sell at Jd.......................1/.
100 „ „ Id................ 2'.
100 „ „  l id .......................3/.
100 „ „ 2d...................... 5/-
100 „ „ 3d......................7/6
Italy Parcel Post (Cards 1 25) 1/4 100 
Hungary Telegraphs, assorted Od. 100
CONTINENTALS (good mixture) 9d. 1

A . n  « Mt

Cape of Good Uope id ., Id.. A 2d.
(equal of each) 6d. 100; 3/6 1,000 

Sets of 15 Heligoland nnuBed 4/9 dòz. setá 
,, 4 Mexico, 1864 „ 4/- ,,
,, 4 Danube ,, 3/6
,, 10 Japan Telegraphs 2/9

P ackktm—

"i ť  
!>

20 varieties 
30 
50 
75 

100 
150 
200 
250 
500

4d. do*. ; 
6d. „
v - \ 7
1/9 „ 
2/6 „ 
V  l>
e/6 ,,
1/6 each
5/G

21- 1Ö0

7/i'·:;
i fi·«  

i ·
i 'aí tø

T h e  above Pack  ott coatai u no B m jl i ih ,  

,000 ; 10,000 6/- ; 20,000 10/. ; 50,000 20/.

T. H . T H O M PSO N  & CO., 
WHOLESALE STAMP DEALERS, 

B ishop A uckland.
A large Stock fo r  R etail Dealers always 

on hand. Send L ist o f reqicirements.

H. T. Hom ewood, C hichester,
DIRECT STAMP IMPORTER.

·· » l í  , -, . r i i  ' ,-’l У 'У η
No R eprin ts  or R em ainders. G enuineness 

of every  S tam p guaran teed . : : i * * ; ¿J»



Ađverlisemmti.

t W t  8 E 8 T  BARGAINS IN

PORTUGUESE COLONIALS
» » »  » W T T T T T  T T T T T T T T T T T T T » »  щг т m w w r »  » τ ι

D O N ’T M ISS T H IS  !!!
.. Λ8 !·■> .•  У * Г Т Т Т^ W W W W W W Г Т Т ТТУ ¥■ >¥<>

SO Ш Е  PORTUGUESE COLONIAIS
SENT ON APPROVAL,

ALL. C R O W N  T Y P E , as follows.

Angola, 1870— 20, 20, 25, 100, 200, 300 reis.
Cape Verd, 1876— 5, 10, 20, 20, 25, 25, 40, 100 reis.
Guine i88ò (iurcharged)— 20, 20, 25, 25, 40, юэ, 200, 300 reis. 
Portuguese ladies, 1882— 1$, 4ł .  6 reis; i, 2, 4, 8 tangas. 
Ma caù, 1884— 5, 25, 25, JO, ΙΟΟ reis.
Morambique, 1876— 5, to, 20, 25, 50, too, 200, 300 reis.
St. Thomas and Prince, 1870— 5, 20, 25, 25, 50 reis.
Ťitítóř (¿uncharged)— 5, 25, 50, too reis.

Vitle ¿no Lot (Catalogued at ¿ 3  13s. Od.)

PRICE 20/- ONLY.
FRED H I N D U , ORE, BASTINGS.

M e n tio n  t h is  P a p e r .



T A Y L O R  BROS.,
43, C oltart Road, L IV E R P O O L ,

Q‘ ■' |Ί | I ϋ,·,! ' * Τ ιW holesale an d  R etail Foreign & Colonial 
Postage S tam p D ealers & I m p o r te d  t T

Stamps Bought and Bold. Exchange solicited with advanced Collectors.

TO D ealers.— Unused 'W eet Afrio&n imported at low rate*.
- ■ ■ ' · - · -  ■ - ■ · -Μ· ·/

ΐ ν Ο Ί * 3 E  τ

tgr O ur A pproval Sheets co n ta in  only 
cleáb specim ens of G enuine S tam ps m ark b a  
at low  prices, and  good d isco u n t a llow ed . 

W rite  for one to -d ay .
N O R T H E R N  S T A M P  CO., 

Gt. H orton , Bradford.
B R IG H T  & SON,

T he A rcade, B ournem outh .
V  SPECIALITY.—Baro Europeano ani Old Colonials.

Choice selections sent on Approval on receipt of satisfactory references.____
Postage Stamp АГЬш П в.— Large Stock of English and Foreign.

List free on application.
Special L in e .— Large 4to, 2.500 engravings, 735 pages, onljr f ¡ 6 .

T. A. IN N E S  & CO.
V n m il* .  Oo*t» Rio», and Argentine, 3/4 100. Oosts R ies 1/4 İM.
Continentals SJ9 10,000, Carri»?· paid.
Th· DMALKR’B PACK HT of 600 splendidly ».sorted slaap», inoludlng Yenesuela, Ooata 

Ble», Argentin», СЫН. Coba, Dutch Indi·», Parto Rioo, Bulgaria, Ag ypt, Uonsao, Tonte, Hexleo, 
Tukey (old), Lnxemhnrg, Bervi·, Boenia, До., До., 10/3. Oerrfage pale.

Waite tor onr Oh»ap Approvai Bheeta—larg» Dìioonnt.
Hpaolal Packet, including Porto Rico, Cuba, Vénéinél». Hextoo, Oost» Rica, Java, Segnata···, 

Punía, Hona··, Oklll, Bulgaria. Hawaii lilas, Luxemburg, Berrie, Де., post free, β-1. аПв‘-* Uíf‘ 
BüBBHR STAMP DBPARTMBNT.—Agents wanted. 60 per cent, Oonuniuloo, and List· 

lupplled (without our name) tree. Appiу  b j  letter, âli kinde o f Borine·· Stampe from If·· 
Monograme from 1/. BelMnklng Stamp Pads from l /β. Type Ca»ei from S/6.

T. Innas ft Oo., 67« Danmark öt., Camberreli, London, 8.1.



Advertisements.

C A R L H Y L L E S T E D ,
3. Forhaabningsholms Allee, Copenhagen, 7., Denmark,
PAS the Largest Stock of any Dealer in Scandinavia 

He offers used and unused Danish, Swedish, Finnish 
Norwegian, and Iceland Stamps, Cards, and Envelopes, at 
low prices. Price List free on application.

I send Approval Sheets to Collectors, postage paid both ways, with 
50 ^  discount. Agents wanted in Schools and Colleges. Senf’s and 
other Albums supplied retail at wholesale prices. Consignments 
wanted from abroad for cash or good exchange. References in all 
countries. Member of the S rd e li TimbrophiU <i'Echantes.

B U Y , SK LÍ., AND EXCH A N G E COMMISSIONS.
g . LESLIE, 390, Clapham Eoal, LONDON, S.W.

G . J .  K I R K E ,
' 8 0 , G rove R oad, B ow , L O N D O N .

S C A R C E  CO LO N IALS and P R O V ISIO N A L S only kept. 
SE LE C T IO N S ON A P P R O V A L  to R E SP O N SIB LE  PERSONS.

C ro ss all R e m itta n c e s  $· Co

S. F. BICKERS, Cotham Road, COTHAIÆ, Bristol.
Purchasing Agent to the International Philatelic Union. Consignments of well 
'mixed Stamps, especially NEW ISSUES and Provisionals, solicited from all part», 
used and unused. Good bonus and prompt cash for all parcels. All kinds of 
Stamps purchased for oash, or taken in exchauge. ESTABLISHED 1880.

S. 7 . BICKERS, Cotham Road, GOTHAM, Bristol.

The Sunderland Foreign Stamp Company
Are prepared to buy up old collections of Foreign Stamps. Our sheets of Stamps 
are marked at the lowest prices possible, and we solicit a fair trial, 9Ц%  discount

AGENTS WANTED IN SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.

Address—31,̂  WEST SUNNXSIDE, Sunderland.



A iv e r  t í  s emmi s.

C H E V E L E Y , W IL S O N  & CO., 
Stamp Auctioneers, Dealers, and Experts,

03 St 04, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C.,
AND

6, WESTMINSTER ROAD, BIRMINGHAM.
1. W holesale D e p a r tm e n t .  Wholesale List for Dealers gratis and post

free on application.
2, Hetail Departm ent —List of Cheap Sets and Packets gratis ami post

free on application. Sheets and Selections scut on approval against 
satisfactory references or deposit.

8· A gency D e p a r tm e n t .—Agents wanted in all Schools and Colleges, also 
Shopkeepers in every town to sell stamps on commission. 25 per cent, 
allowed on the amount of all sales.

4. Purohase and E xch an ge  D epartm ents.—List of prices which we 
allow in Cash or Exchange for nil kinds of stamps, gratis nnd post free.

6. A uction D e p a r tm e n t .  —C. W. к  CO. respectfully offer their services 
to Collectors and Dealers, for the disposal e-f »II kinds of stamps, envelopes 
Post Cards, Ac., in Collections, or otherwise, by Public Auction at their peri­
odical Halos which are heti in London, ami are attended by every important 
buyer of Stamps İn the metropolis, and a great numi» r of provincial and 
Foreign Dealers and Collecters, thus affording the very best outlet, 
especially for desirable and rare varieties.

Terms for includ ing Stamps, &c ,in these Sales. -A commission of 
15 per cent, on the amount realised ; bu t not less than 1/6 w ill be charged 
on any single lot. This charge covers all kxpenses.

0. W. к  Co. do not recommend their clients to put reserve prices on their lots 
as a rule, but in cases where this is done, and the stamps are not sold or 
aro bought in by tho owner, the charge is 7i per cent, on the reserve price. 

Special terms for Large Collections on application.
MODERATE ОНА UGES. PROMPT SETTLEMENTS.

Lots should bo calculated as to be worth, on tho average, not less than £1 per 
lot, nnd the stamps should be sent loose.

O. W. <t Co. undertake all tho work of arranging and mounting.
6. Commission Purchasing D epartm ent.—We attend all Auction ·

Sales held iu London, and undertake to examine all lots with the greatest 
oare, and execute commissions for buyers who cannot attend personally. 
Terms—10 per cent, on the amount of purchases.

7. Departm ent for H igh-class Stamps, V aluations, & Opinions.
In order to supply the wants of advanced oollootors, O. W. к  Co. have, 
in addition to their fine stock of rarities, a series of small books containing 
a splendid collection of the stamps of each country accurately and scien­
tifically arranged in respect of varieties of paper, watermark, perforation, 
Aro. ¡Stamps and Collections valued, or examined as to genuineness, at 
moderate oharges.

Communications fo r  Depar ime it N o. 7 io be addressed to Birmingham : 
all other communications to the London Office,



¿ Ш ш в в И .

CHAS. F. P O S T L E T H W A IT S
STAM P IM PORTER & COLONIAL AGENT.

61, H am plon Road, F o rest Gate, LONÛpN.
RETAIL LIST, 24 pages, containing full particulars of over 500 Packets, Sete of 

Stamps, Albums, Ac., gratis on application.
WHOLESALE LIST gratis and post free to any dealer on application. 
EXCHANGE LIST, H pages, highest possible prices, price 2d. post free.

Н Р 1 С 1 А Ы Т 1 Ш ·
10,000 Hamburg Local Stamps (100 kinds, well mixed) B. for 25/-

RSKXED STAMPS* F r ø  APPROVAL ЯНБВТЯ
Used and Unused, in very large variety. All good saleable stam ps.

par doz. par 100 par 1,000
Stamp· to retail at NOT LESS than id. each .............. 0 2 1 0 ■ 0

It Id. 0 i 2 0 16 ·
·· Ud. M 0 c 3 0 34 0

2d. 0 8 а о 38 0
3d. 0 10 c e 60 »
id. 1 4 8 Я 80 0
Cd. 1 3 16 0

It »» H • I 1/. ft ··· ·*» 4 0 30 0

C O L L B C T ł O R S .
SOO VAHI1TIKH. including many rsrliioa, naad and unoaed poat free, 4/6.
1,000 „ many rariliea. • В l at orar £6 ... ... ... ,. 15/6.
1.600 ,. £10 ... ··/■
2,000 „ It M ,. £15 ... ... II £4 10/·
Large Stock of rarities, old and high value Coloniale, Native Indian States, Ao. 

Selections of Stamps (either Wholesale or Retail ; sent on approval on reoeipt of 
deposit or satisfactory references.

AGENTS wanted all over the globe for the sale of good Stamps—Commission S6% 
Must furnish first-class references.

British East Africa ( let issue) —
i anna on Id., 7/6 each ; 60/- doz. 
1 „ 2d., 17/6 each
4 ,, 5d., 15/- ,,

The Complete Set of 3 for 37/6.

Cape G. Hope triangular, set of 6 ... 8/6 
Gt. Britain Id. black, V.R., fine ... £5

,, £5 orange ...............35/-
Griqualand, fine set of 16, inclnd-

ing errors, Ac. ...............10/-

Foreign Correspondence, Exchange Consignm ents, &o., solicited.

Highest Cash or Exchange Prices given for all kinds of Stamps in any quantity.

E S T A B L I S H E D  1885.

* r Please note change o f Address.



Advertisements.

CLARKE 4 CO., 26, Cambridge Rd., Lee, Londoc, S.E.
OÍFKB“  doz. 100

Амт«·, Ж raía, Я kinds Od. 3/6
,· 80 «« ... ... ... .·. 1/. 7/6

* Briti sh Worth Borneo, * cent ross., ii/ł 2/9
‘Bruii Journal, new lune. 30 green 1« 7/6 
Japan, Ifi sens g r e e n ..............................0/8 1/3

,, Ifi „ violet ... ... ... 0/3 1П
,. SO „  bilie ...........................  0,6 4/.
-, ifi „ graan.......................о/з ı/з

‘Maxie·, 1804,1 real rsd ._ ... O lio  н о
* „ „ S reale b in e .............. 1/0 7/fi
* „ 4 „ brown ... 0/10 β/β

dos. 100
‘ Mexico, 1864. 1 раю black ... ... 1/. 7/fi
•  „  1882.5 cente yellow  I/O 10/8
• .. „  10 „ bilie ...............  1 /e 10/6
• ,, 12 .. brnwh ... 2/8 17/H
* „  ., le „  fed brown ... j /ц 17 Ц
•I ’a rsg o a r . 5 reales y e l lo w ...............  ]/, 7/4
* „  10 „  brow n.............  1/9 13/0
Persia assorted... ......................0/8 4/0
•Philippines, 1889, 4 kinds ... _. 0/İB fi/9
* ,, 1880.4 kinds ... ... p/fi 8/0
•Portuguese, 160 reis... .............  1/0 7/6

i'or all others please refer to our Wholesale List sent post freo on application.

ST U B B S, SON, & CO.,
Stam p E xperts, Im p o rte rs, and  V aluers, 

Tho Arcade, Novrport-oa-Uak, Jdou.,
Desire to aooept A gencies for Postage Stamp Album s and 

W holesale and B eta il Lists o f  Stamps. <fco.

M l s n n s a p  ť o l l e c e o a v a i  p e s s d  *  l i  i w  I

Books with Stamps (sets and singly) from id. to 20/- each, sent to 
responsible Collectors only, on receipt of references.

Sheets of cheaper Stamps sent to beginners on 2 weeks’ approval. 
No Stamps at less than One Penny. All genuine. No rubbish sent.

TAYLOR & Co., Tejuca, Shawlanda, G lasgow .
___________________ K x i t w b l t M l k e a  Д И К О .

EDW ARD FIL D E S, F oreign  Stam p Dealer, 
39, Alma Streit, Socles, England.

Waited .—Consignments of New Issues and Provisionals (not European). 25% 
commission over face given for low values New Issues, and 50% for Provisionals 
if sent aa soon as issued. Cash per return mail.
X· F I L D E 8 ,  ΕοοΙθΒ, i f t m b e r  I . P . U , ,  L iv e r p o o l  P S . ,  and M a n c h e tte r  P . S .

All Foreign  S tam p C ollectors should  w rite  
for Sheets and  Sets on A pproval.

J. R. L E R E S C H E ,
2} Mapesbury R d .f Brondesbury, London,

z s r . w .



AdverHúmente.

G. B U R R O W ,
Importer ¡f Dealer in Foreign Stamps,

120, Grange Rd., Birkenhead,
(M .I.P .U . A* Hon. Sec. T.iverponl Philatelic Society),

Holds о Large Stock of KAUE aud CHEAP STAMPS. Packets and Sets very 
cheap—send Id. for List. Selection against Cash Deposit or satisfactory 
reference. Does NOT deal in forged and bogus Stamps, Good Stamps of 
all kinds wanted—Cash or Exchange. Collections bought. Dealers and 
Collectors abroad send offers.

X  W E  Е К Г Т Е Ж Л Э  X
Making a new departure in Packots this season, by doing away with the useless 
common continentals, locals, ,tc ., and making oar packets up of really g o o d  stamps 
o n l y . We start with our N.D. Packet No. 1, which contains 20 magnificent 
specimens, each value lid ., total value 2/G, sent po.-,t free for 1/- P.O.

.A .. W .  H E Y B O T J R H  &  C O . ,
27, Queen A rn e’s Place, Bush H ill Park, EN FIELD.

Stam ps G iven A w ay !
A  Packet of 20 Genuine Stamps, all different, including Colonial( 

Victoria, Australia, &c., Price Lists, and Apppoval Sheets, 
will be sent free to anyone sending id. stamp for postage to—

J .  Chester Levick, Stamp Dealer, l·' ortonWoodseats, Sheffield.

.TOIIIV II. JO H N S O N ,
WHOLESALE AND НЕТ AIL FOREIGN STAMP DEALER,

5 9 , Oak Street, SO U TH PO RT,
Is open to P U R C H A SE Parcels of Stamps from any part of the 

World. Sheets of Stamps sent on Approval. Agents wanted.

H A R R I S O N  «Sc С О .,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL STAMP MERCHANTS, PHILATELICAL AND 

GENERAL PUBLISHERS,
4 , B A C H E L O R ’S W A L K ,  D U B L IN .

Offices of “ HARRISON’S PHILATELICAL MONTHLY,” Pnce Id. 
Printed in Euglish, French, and German.



lan d  from 1551 to 1887,”
I; N A TH A N  H EY WOOD (Member of the London Numismatic Society). 

Price Threepence.

N u n n 's  P h ila te lica l A n n u a l,”
For the Years 1884-6.

'»stains over 50 pages of firet-dess, useful, and instructive articles by the best 
writers. The cheapest sixpenny-worth of Philatelic literature ever produced. 
Vide Press.

Price 7d. (lit· cents).

“  Stamp-CollectiDg considered as a Science.”
B y A L E X A N D E B  N . Y. HOW ELL.

This W ork forms a most exhaustive and instructive Volume.
Price 7d

“ T he  N u m ism atic  M agazine,”
An Illu strated  M onthly Journal devoted en tirely  to Coin

Collectors),
Published on the First Day of each Month. Single Copies, A 

Annual Subscription, 2/6, post free. 
lDV ERTISEMENTrl of Coins, Medals, or Tokens, Wanted or for Sale, Id. for 

every Four Words or part of Four Words. Special terms for Displayed 
Advertisements.

THERD EDITION.

‘H ow to D eal in  Foreign Stam ps,
By “ M ulready.”

With this work as a guide the. veriest novice may at once learn how to become 
a successful deáler, :

Price Ąd.

‘C ats; 
a

to m ake them  
a >»

B y M BS. K IN CH AN Ţ.
co mplete Treatise on the Breeding and Management of the Oat. Over 60 pages.

Price 7d.
x;;ř .K:



Adver t icemen t s.

G. B U R R O W ,
Importer z Dealer in p'oreign Stamps,

120, Grange Rd., Birkenhead,
( M . J . P . f . /Л-«. AV t. I . i r t r p  - I  PhU-:ltli; .Scciety),

H o ld sa  Large Stock of И AI» К atei  < 'H EA P S I  AM I'S Parkets and Sets very 
cheap—кеш! Ы f<>r Li-t. S ·! ·  etimi a^tiia i Cadi Deposit or satisfactory 
referencí:. Docs NOT deal in forced arci Ιιι·.;ιι- St.ııııps. (tood Stamps of 
all kinds wanted ('ash or Exclaim;·:. Collection-, bought. Dealere and 
Collectors abroad send o Ih r-.

X  W E  I N T E N D  X
M aking a nevo d«,»irilire in Гм eket s this season, by doinu away with the useless 
common continental-, locals, Ac., and ninking oa r  packets n p  of really good stamps 
oNi.Y. AVe start with our N D. Tacket No. 1, which contains 20 uıaguiücent 
Bpeciuicns, клеи valne l i d . ,  loial valne 2 ,'ϋ, м-nt po-t free for 1 - Г.О.

_A_ "W. H E Y B O I T B W  &  С О . ,
27, Queen A r n o ’s P lace , Bush H ill  Park, E N F IE L D .

i S l ; « n i ] » ! s  < j i i v « ‘i i  g V w u . y  !

A  Packet of 20 Genuine Stamps, all different, including· Colonialf 
Victoria, Australia, S c ., Price Lists, ami Apppuval Sheets, 
will be sent free to anyone sending id. stamp for postage to—

J. Chostor Lcvick, Stamp Dealer, > ortonWoodsoats, Shoffisld. 

.TOUTS IÏ. .lOlJLISrSOTS,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL FOREIGN STAMP DEALER,

5 9 , O idi S t r e e t ,  S O U T H P O R T ,
Is open to PUR.C11A SK  Parcels of Stamps from any ¡tart of the 

World. Sheets of Stamps sent on Approval, Agents wanted.

H A B B I S O N  &: G O .,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL SI AMI’ MERCHAN TS, PI1ILATELICAL AND 

GENERAL PUBLISHERS,
4 , B A C H E L O R ’S W A L K ,  D U B L IN .

Oflices of “ HARRISONS ITiILAT’ELICAL MONTHLY," Price Id. 
Printed in English, French, and German.



C- И. Nunnas Püblications-Cí«/mw¿
NEW EDITION—BEVI8ED AND CORRECTED.

‘The F ive-S h illing  Pieces of E n g ­
land  from 1551 to 1887,”

!j N A T H A N  H E Y  W O O D  (Member of the London Numismatic Society).
Price Threepence.

‘N u n n ’s P h ila te lica l A n n u a l,”
For the Years 1884-5.

hataics over Ml pages of first-class, useful, and instructive articles by the beat 
writers. The cheapest sixpenny worth of Philatelic literature ever produced. 
Vide Press.

Price 7d. (14 cents).

"Stamp-Collecting considered as a Science."
By A L EX A N D ER  N. Y. HOW ELL.

This W ork forms a most exhaustive and instructive Volume.
Price 7d

“ T he  N u m ism atic  M agazine,”
An Illu strated  M o n th ly  Jou rn al devoted entirely  to Coin

C ollectors),
Published on the Гш-t Day of each Month. Single Copies, 21d. 

Annual Subscription, 2,6, post free.
,DY I'.RTISEMENTri of Coins, Medals, or Tokens, Wanted or for Sale, Id. for 

every Four Words or part of Four Words. Special terms for Displayed 
Advertisements.

THIRD EDITION.

“H ow to D eal in Foreign S tam ps,”
By  “ M ulready.”

¡Will, this work as a guide the veriest novice may at once lenrn how to become 
a successful dealer.

P r ic e  Jp l.

“C ats; how  to m ake them  both 
a p leasure and  a profit.”

B y  M E S. K IN C H A N T .
1 complete Treatise on the Breeding and Management of the Cat, Over 60pages.

price 7d.



C. T-I. Nunn’ s TPublic at ions—Continued.

“ T he  Ş tudy  of P h ila te ly .”
By ARTHUB J. PALETHORPE.

Tlii·· «oik i» и iot, t readable and interesting, consisting of about 40 page«, uni fon 
iu size with “ The History of the Mulready Envelope.”

Price 6<l.

“ T he  Sydney V iew s,”
By 1'. MARTIN WEARS,

Being the History of the fu>t şeıies of the Stamps of New South Wale 
( film tratad j, 30 pages in Wrapper.

Price Gd.

“ T he P h ila te lic  Referee.”
VOL. I.— Neatly bound in paper cover f36 large pages) Price 6d,

“ T he P h ila te lic  Referee.”
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