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Kver since the publication of the first edition o, il*
Universal Standard Catalogue, we liave been constantly
urged by general collectors who do not trouble them
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Notwithstanding the enormous initial expense of
album of this nature, which must necessarily mean
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The first volume, for stamps of Great Britain ad
Colonies, will shortly be ready. Full particulare, pries]
and a specimen page, sent free for the asking.
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PREFATORY NOTE

No Postage Stamps have been more closely
studied, or more abundantly written about, than the
stamps of Great Britain, with which this handbook
deals. It is not claimed, therefore, that new matter
of scientific value is set forth in these short chapters.
This little work is intended as a facile and straight-
forward guide for the young collector of the stamps
of Great Britain. To meet his needs, all the niceties
of ultra-specialism have been omitted, while a short
bibliography of the subject is added for those who
desire to continue the study of this interesting
branch of Philately.

To H R.Il. The Prince of Wales, the compiler of
these pages is indebted for gracious permission
publish, as an appendix, his ‘‘ Notes on the Postal
Adhesive Issues during the Present Reign,” read by
His Royal Highness at the meeting of the Philatelic
Society, London, on 4th March, 1904.

If, in the minds of the stamp-collecting public,
there should remain any doubt of the interest which
the Prince of Wales takes in their hobby, the earnest
Study and painstaking devotion reflected in these
modestly-termed ‘‘ notes” should at once dispel it
To the student, these notes must mark the heir-
apparent to the British throne as a Philatelist of
the first order.

It should be here stated, that the greater part of
this work has appeared in the pages of The Col-
lectors' lllustrated Circular. The illustrations of the
stamps are printed by permission of the Board of
Inland Revenue.
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THE
POSTAGE STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN

CHAPTER |
The Line-Engraved Series, 1840— 1879

The llrst issues of the stamps of Great Britain
were the id. black and 2d. blue of 1840. The head
of the late Queen was drawn by Mr. Henry Cor-
bould, from the City medal portrait which Mr.
Wyon, of the Mint, had prepared to commemorate
the Queen’s visit to the City in 1837. The engine-
turned background was of an extremely fine
character, one of the chief objects in which was the
prevention of spurious imitations. The stamps
were manufactured by the firm of Bacon and
Fetch, and during the forty years the penny stamp
—with divers variations in colour and details of
design—was in circulation, the total number issued
was 20 699,858,040.

The letters in the lower corners of these stamps
require explanation. There were 340 specimens on
each sheet of stamps; these were arranged in
twenty horizontal rows of twelve stamps each. The
stamps on a sheet were each lettered differently.
The first horizontal row of stamps bore the letters—
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(ist stamp) A A, (2nd) AB, (3rd) AC, (4th)AD, and
right on to AL, the twelfth and last stamp in the
row. The second horizontal row began B A, BB,
BC, and so on. Each horizontal row began with a
new letter, and as there were twenty such rows the
last row began with the twentieth letter in the
alphabet—TA, TB, TC, and so on, until the last
stamp in the sheet was lettered T L.

The original purpose of this lettering was to
increase the difficulty of putting counterfeits of these
stamps into circulation. It can readily be seen that
if a forger were to imitate any one of these stamps
and create a great many copies, it could be more
readily discovered from the fact that the lettering on
all the stamps would be identical. Whether this de-
vice really did serve so useful a purpose as was
anticipated is doubtful, but collectors have found
additional pleasure in reconstructing complete sheets
of these stamps, which they are enabled to do with-
out difficulty, as the letters indicate exactly the
position which each stamp occupied on the sheet
before it was first cut up.

Another device to elude the forger was one which
had long been familiar to paper manufacturers, the
watermark ; which, it need scarcely be said, is a
design worked into the paper in the process of manu-
facture. The design of the watermark on these
early stamps of Great Britain was a small crown

(F'g- 47)-
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id. (1840—1879)

The colour of the id. stamp (Fig. i) was at first
black—a colour which, while it did justice to the
excellence of the engraving, was unsatisfactory
from the point of view of the authorities. At first
the stamps were obliterated in red. But it was soon
pointed out to Rowland Hill that the red postmark
could be cleaned off the stamp with comparative
rase. The postmark was then applied in black, but
this did not suit, as it was often difficult to say
whether a stamp had been used or not, the obliter-
ation scarcely being distinguishable on the black
stamp. The only way out of the difficulty was to
print the stamp in a lighter colour, and apply the
obliteration in black. Red was therefore chosen for
the stamp, and the first of the red penny labels
appeared in January, 1841.

The colour was at first a red-brown shade, but
during the many years the first red penny stamp
was in use the tint varied considerably, from a deep-
red-brown to a pale rose colour. The stamps were
issued imperforate, so they had to be cut from the
sheet by the clerks at the post-offices when supply-
ing single specimens or small quantities to
customers.

It was not until 1854 that the system of separ-
ation now so general was introduced to increase the
facility in the use of the little postal labels. Mr.
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Henry Archer, an Irishman, suggested the adoption
of a perforating machine for separating the stamps
on a sheet in 1848. He was permitted to make a
number of trials on sheets supplied to him, and
his early efforts, some of which got into circula-
tion, are known as Archer roulettes, and are
valued among collectors. It was some years before
the system was perfected, but this was done after
the purchase of the invention from Archer for
-0

The first perforated stamps were those of 184,
and the gauge of the perforation .was 16 (Fig 5.
In 1855 the perforation was altered to 14. Early
that year also—in February—were issued specimens
from a retouched die. The old die was provini;
unsatisfactory, in that it did not produce sufficiently
durable plates. The plates made from it at first,
and until about 1852, would give 100,000 good im
pressions ; but during the following two years each
plate would only render about one-quarter of tat
number. Up till the end of its service this am
die had been used to prepare 50,000 engravings
on steel. As soon as it was showing such decided
deterioration a duplicate was made, which Mr. M
Humphry's, the engraver, undertook to retouch ad
so strengthen the lines.

The impressions from the retouched die, a
Die Il (Fig. 6) as it is often termed, may be db
tinguished from the original one. The shading
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about the eye is more defined, the nostril is more
curved, and the band behind the ear is more dis-
tinct.

Tlte Die Il stamps were perforated 16 at first, but
afterwards 14, as in the case of the stamps of the
original die.

In July, 1855, the Die Il stamps appeared with a
new crown watermark, known as the “ large
crown” (Fig. 48).

A further alteration was made in 1864, when,
instead of the stars in the upper comers, letters
were substituted. Thus, there were letters in all
four corners, and the letters diagonally opposite
each other were the same. Thus, if the top letters
were A C, the bottom ones were CA. The object of
this was to prevent people piecing clean portions of
two used stamps together so as to serve as one
unused specimen.

A minute number was also worked into the ver-
tical network on each side of the stamp. These
figures denoted the number of the plate from
which the stamps were printed. Stamps are pro-
curable bearing the plate numbers 71-225, with the
exception of 75, 77, 126, and 128. Specialists in
these stamps like to secure a specimen from each
nu nbered plate.

Before leaving the id. stamp, two interesting
specimens require explanation. One is the id.
black, with the letters V.R. in the upper corners
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instead of the little star ornaments (Fig. 2). This
was intended for use in Government offices, but after
copies had been sent to a number of post-offices as
specimens the idea was abandoned. The stamp was
prepared for use in 1840.

Another interesting stamp is an official imitation
of the id. black. Twenty years after its original
issue—in i860—in order to provide specimens for
some members of the Royal Family, one of tre
plates of stamps then in use was printed in black an
six sheets of paper with the large crown watermark.
The imitation, therefore, has a different watermark
from the original stamp, and, in addition, the water-
marks on the so-called “ Royal Reprints" ae
inverted.

2d. (1840 - 1879)

The 2d. blue stamp of 1840 went through a
number of changes similar to those of the id. black
stamp, but the blue colour was always retained. The
2d. blue of 1840 is shown side by side with the sare
stamp of the following year, which had two white
lines introduced upon it, one under “ Postage" ad
the other over “ Twopence ” (Figs. 3 and 4). A
times the blue colour of the 2d. stamp was so d?
that it was not readily distinguishable from te
black of the td. stamp, especially in artificial light
so the lines were added to alter the effect of the 2
stamp and so make it more easily recognised.
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In 1854 the 2d. stamps were perforated 16, and in
1855. 4 -

In 1855 the watermark was changed to the large
crown, as in the case of the id. stamps, and in 1857
the lines beneath the words “ Postage” and above
I Twopence ” were made thinner.

In 1858 the Egyptian letters were introduced in all
four corners, and the plate number added in the net-
work on each side of the stamp.

The plates of the 2d. stamp bearing these numbers
go from 7 to 9and 12 to 15. Plates 10 and 11 Were
prepared for use, but were rejected by the Commis-
sioners of the Board of Inland Revenue.

Alterations in the rates of postage on letters and
newspapers {inland and foreign) were responsible for
the gradual addition of new values of stamps. In
1870 two stamps were issued which, as they were
printed by Messrs. Bacon and Petch by the same
process as the id. and 2d., may be better described
here than later on.

I£d. (1870)

The first was the lid. stamp issued on the ist of
October, 1870, showing the same head of the Queen
as the other stamps, but this time enclosed in a
shield-shaped border, (Fig. 7). There w'ere three
plates, of which No. 2 was probably useless, as no
trace can be found of its having been put to press.
No. 1 is not numbered, it having been prepared for
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use as early as i860; butit had been at that time
abandoned. The figure 3, however, is to be seen
near the bottom of the network on each side of the
stamps printed from plate 3. The stamps which do
not bear that number are, therefore, to be taken as
impressions from plate . The colour of the ijd.
stamp was rose red.

4d. (1870)

A few days after the issue of the last-named stamp
the first id. stamps were sent out (Fig. 8). These
were small labels of about half the size of the other
values, which gave rise to an amusing complaint of
the meanness of the postal authorities in making
their halfpenny stamps only half the size of the penny
ones. This stamp was also of a rose-red colour, and
the plates were indicated by numbers engraved in
the engine-turned ground work between the medal-
lion and the figure of value. There were twenty
plates, numbered ! to 20 ; but Nos. 2, 7, 16, 17, and
18 were not put to press. The watermark in the
paper on which these stamps were printed consisted
of the word “ Halfpenny" in script. The word
appeared many times on the sheets, and each com
plete word extended over three of the stamps. The
gauge of the perforation was 14.
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CHAPTER 1l
The Embossed Series, 1847—1856

Cntil 1847 the 2d. blue was the stamp of the highest
facial value in use in this country. In that year,
chiefly owing to the requirements of the Colonial
post—one shilling being the postal rate to many of
the Colonies—a shilling stamp was issued. This
and the two following stamps were produced by the
familiar process of embossing.

ISs. (1847)

The is. stamp (Fig. 9), which was of octagonal
shape, was embossed in green on Dickinson paper.
This is a paper which has silk threads running
through it. It is composed of two layers of pulp,
between which are worked, or pressed, in the course
of manufacture, the silk threads. The paper was
invented and patented by Mr. Dickinson, the head
ofa great firm of paper-makers. It was intended to
prevent forgery, which, no doubt, it did so far as the
two English stamps printed on it were concerned.
It defied imitation, and it would net have been an
easy thing for a forger to have secured a quantity
of this paper without arousing suspicion. The paper
wsed for the English shilling stamp was so arranged
thet two threads should appear on each stamp.

Tuo dies were used for this stamp, and the
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use as early as i860 ; but it had been at that time
abandoned. The figure 3, however, is to be seen
near the bottom of the network on each side of the
stamps printed from plate 3. The stamps which do
not bear that number are, therefore, to be taken as
impressions from plate 1. The colour of the ind.
stamp was rose red.

bl. (1870)

A few days after the issue of the last-named stamp
the first 4d. stamps were sent out (Fig. 8). These
were small labels of about half the size of the other
values, which gave rise to an amusing complaint of
the meanness of the postal authorities in making
their halfpenny stamps only half the size of the penny
ones. This stamp was also of a rose-red colour, and
the plates were indicated by numbers engraved in
the engine-turned ground work between the medal-
lion and the figure of value. There were twenty
plates, numbered 1 to 20 ; but Nos. 2, 7, 16, 17, and
18 were not put to press. The watermark in the
paper on which these stamps were printed consisted
of the word “ Halfpenny” in script. The word
appeared many times on the sheets, and each com-
plete word extended over three of the stamps. The
gauge of the perforation was 14.
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CHAPTER 1l
The Embossed Series, 1847—1856

Until 1847 the 2d. blue was the stamp ofthe highest
facial value in use in this country. In that year,
chiefly owing to the requirements of the Colonial
post—one shilling being the postal rate to many of
the Colonies—a shilling stamp was issued. This
and the two following stamps were produced by the
familiar process of embossing.

IS. (1847)

The is. stamp (Fig. 9), which was of octagonal
shape, was embossed in green on Dickinson paper.
This is a paper which has silk threads running
through it. It is composed of two layers of pulp,
between which are worked, or pressed, in the course
of manufacture, the silk threads. The paper was
invented and patented by Mr. Dickinson, the head
ofa great firm of paper-makers. It was intended to
prevent forgery, which, no doubt, it did so far as the
two English stamps printed on it were concerned.
It defied imitation, and it would net have been an
easy thing for a forger to have secured a quantity
ofthis paper without arousing suspicion. The paper
used for the English shilling stamp was so arranged
that two threads should appear on each stamp.

Two dies were used for this stamp, and the
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numbers i and 2 may be seen after the minute initials
W.W. (standing for William Wyon) below the bust.

lod. (1848)

In 1848 as the shilling embossed stamp had been
found serviceable, and as the letter rate to France
was then iod., a stamp, also octagonal in form, wes
issued representing that value (Fig. 10). It wes
embossed in a brown colour on Dickinson paper,
Of the four dies used, Die 1 is indicated by the figure
i after the letters W.W. ; the remaining dies 2,3
and 4 are denoted by figures preceding the initials.

6d. (1854)

No sixpenny stamp was issued in this country
until 1854, when it was prepared chiefly in order to
prepay letters to Belgium, which had just a short
time previously become subject to a sixpenny rate of
postage from Great Britain, (Fig. 11).

The colour of this 6d. stamp was violet. Instead
of the Dickinson paper, the sheets on which tte
stamps were embossed were watermarked with the
letters V.R. (Fig. 49), the pair of the letters appear-
ing on each specimen. Die ! was the only one used
l'or this stamp, the figure being before the letters
W.W. below the bust.
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CHAPTER Il
The Surface-Printed Series, 1855—1880

Commencing with a 4Ci. stamp, issued for the first
time in 1855, a new method was introduced for the
production of the stamps ofthis country. The process
is known as surface printing, and tire design stands
out from the printing plates in relief, in contrast to
the earlier engraving process, where the lines on the
plates were in recess. This method of manufacture
being cheaper than the old style, and equally service-
able, has been in use for printing the stamps of Great
Britain ever since its adoption for the 4d. stamp in
1855-

Odd values of stamps were issued as required,
printed by means of this process, until 1884, when
the issue known as the “ Unified Series ” appeared.

The following stamps belong to the period 1855-
1880, and are here described in the order of their
facial value, each stamp being followed out through
its own series of changes of design, paper, and

other detail.
2id. (1875—1884)

The foundation of the Postal Union (afterwards
known as the Universal Postal Union), led, in 1875,
to the issue of a 2id. stamp for use on letters passing
from Great Britain to certain other countries which,

2
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according to the provisions of the Union, were to ke
subject toan inter-postal rate oi 25 centimes, or 2jd,
The Queen’s profile was in an octagonal frame, with
large coloured letters on a white ground in te
corners. The plate numbers were inserted below the
upper corner letters. These numbers ran from 1to
23 (Fig. 12). The first three plates were impressed
in lilac rose on paper watermarked with the design
of a “small anchor” (Fig. 56). A new paper,
watermarked “ Orb” (Fig. 54) came into use while
plate 3 was still doing service, this plate being
printed on both varieties of paper. Plates 3 to D
were watermarked “ Orb ” and plates 21, 22, and 3
were impressed on a new paper watermarked
“ Crown 1880” (Fig. 59). The colour of the 2d
stamp underwent a change. Plates 1 to 17 were
printed in lilac rose, but in 1880 the colour wes
changed to blue, which was the colour of plates 17to
23, plate 17 being, therefore, issued in both colours.

3d. (1862—1884)

In 1862 a 3d. rose stamp was issued showing tre
Victoria head in an ornamental border, and with
small white letters in trefoil ornaments in exh
angle (Fig. 13). The frame enclosing the portrait
is surrounded by a plain white ground, though trid
specimens were made with this part filled in with a
dotted background. Another trial plate bore o
dots—one before and one after the word “ postage.”
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There was only one plate, however, which was used
for the regular issue, and that was the second which
had been made, and from which the background had
been cleared away. The first plate had been rejected.
The " emblems” paper (watermarked Fig. 53) was
used, and the colour was rose.

Large letters took the place of the small ones in
1805, and the plate number was introduced into the
ornaments at each side of the border enclosing the
portrait. Plate 4 was to the first to be so numbered,
and while this was in use the change was made to
“ spray of rose” (Fig. 55) paper. Plates 4-10 were
issued with large white letters {i.e., on a ground of
colour) on this paper.

With plate 11, in 1873, the large coloured letters
were introduced, and the plate numbers were in
colour on a white ground, instead of being white on
aground of colour. Plate 12 followed, but No. 13
was not accepted, and plates 14 to 20 continued the
series. With the last-named plate the “ crown”
(Fig. 59) paper came into use, plate 20 being printed
0l boththe old and the new papers. Plate 21 was
onthe crown paper only (Fig. 14).

In 1883, plate 21 was printed in a fugitive lilac
colour, with a large-figure “ 3d.” over-printed in
red (Fig. 15). This was done as an additional pro-
tection against cleaning the stamp which was then to
be used both for revenue and postal purposes. This
stamp was on “ Crown ” paper.
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4d. (1855—1884)

The issue of the 4<h stamp of 1855 was rendered
necessary by the reduction of the postal rate to Franc-
from iod. to 4d. The profile of the Queen was in a
large circle, with the word “ Postage " on the upper
curve and “ Fourpence” on the lower curve. The
watermark was at first that known as the “ small
garter ” (Fig. 50). But a more strongly-defined and
larger watermark was introduced the following year,
known as the “ medium garter” (Fig. 51). The
colour of the first 4d. stamp was carmine, and the
paper was a “ safety paper” into which some pres-
siate of potash had been worked in the process of
manufacture. This was to prevent cleaning te
stamps after they had once been used. This safety
paper, which was ofa bluish colour, was only used for
a few months, when in 1856 an ordinary white paper
was substituted. The same year a slightly altered
and enlarged watermark, known as the “ large
garter” (Fig. 52) came into use. The gauge of te
perforation of these stamps was 14.

Small white letters were introduced into the four
corners of the stamp in January, 1862, these letters
being arranged similarly to those of the id. =d
and 2d. blue stamps. The outer line of the border
at the bottom of the stamp, instead of having fairt
perpendicular white lines at regular intervals, ws
made quite solid, and a small indication of te
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number of the plate was introduced instead. Plate
3is indicated by a thin Roman figure | on the solid
portion of the frame close to each of the lower corner
letters. Plate 4 has the figures Il and a white line
across the outer angle of each of the four corners.
The colour of these stamps, from 1862, was orange
red.

The nest variation of design took place in 1865,
the plate number being indicated by figures in a little
circle at each end of the word “ Postage ” (Fig. 16).
The plates thus indicated are numbers 7 to 14, num-
bers 5 and 6 not being known. The letters in the
comers were much larger, and the lower part of the
outer frame was no longer solid, but reverted to its
original marking of perpendicular lines. The colour
of the stamp remained the same—orange red.

With plate 15, issued in 1876, the design was so
altered that instead of the corner letters and plate
numbers standing out in white on a ground ofcolour,
the letters and figures were in the colour, and the
ground was leftwhite. Plate 15 was printed in pale
vermilion at first, and afterwards in sage green.
Plate 16 was only printed in sage green. Plates 17
and 18 were in mouse brown. Plate 17 was the last
tobe printed on “ large garter” paper, and before
plate 17 was superseded the new “ Crown 1880”
watermark (Fig. 59) was brought into use. Both
plates 17 and 18 were printed on this new paper.



2 jpoetage Stampe of Great tritata
(6d. 1856 —1884)

The embossed 6d. stamp of 1854 was replaced in
October, 1856, by a surface-printed stamp of the
same value. The design showed the Queen’s head
in a circle, with the words “ Postage” and “ Six-
pence ” respectively in straight tablets at top and
bottom. There were no letters in the corners ; the
colour was lilac, the perforation 14, and the water-
mark a design known as emblems (Fig. 53), consist-
ing of two roses, a shamrock, and a thistle.
Although the first issue was made on white paper,
specimens are met with which have a bluish appear-
ance similar to that of the blue " safety” paper
already described.

In 1862, small white letters were included in the
design at the corners, and a hyphen was placed
between SIX and PENCE. There is no special
indication of plate 3 (the first plate which bore tre
small white letters), but it can be distinguished from
plate 4, as the latter has a white line across each of
the outer angles of the design.

With plate 5 large white letters and the plate
number in a circle were added (Fig. 17). The plates
ran from 5t0 9. With plate 6, a new paper, water-
marked “ spray of rose” (Fig. 55) came into s,
this plate being issued both on the “ emblems ” and
the new paper. The subsequent plates were only m
“ spray of rose” paper. Plate 7 was not printed
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from, and in plates 8 and 9 the hyphen between Six
and Pence was deleted.

An entirely new type of 6d. stamp appeared in April,
1872, showing the Queen’s head in a hexagonal frame,
but the numbering of the plates was not interfered
with. The new type, printed on “ spray of rose”
paper, and with white letters in the corner, were of
two plates, 11 and 12. Plate 11 was printed ina
buff colour, plate 12 was at first in buff, but this was
changed to grey green. The plate numbers were
just above the lower corner pieces containing the
white letters. In 1874, two years after the alteration
of type, the coloured letters were substituted for the
white ones, and the position of the plate number was
altered to the side angles of the hexagonal frame
(Fig. 18). From plate 13 to plate 17, all of which
were printed in grey green, there was no change, but
with plate 17 the crown watermark (Fig. 59) was
introduced, this plate being printed on both the old
and the new papers. Plate 18, however, was on the
"crown ” paper only.

For the same reason that the 3d. stamp was in 1883
printed in lilac and over-printed with a figure of value
inred, the 6d. stamp (plate 18) went through a sim-
ilar change. The colour of the first printing was in
lilac and of the over-printing red.

8d. (1876—1880)
An 8d. stamp (Fig. 19) was required in 1876 to pre-
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pay Australian letters going via Brindisi. Plate i
was the only one used. The impression was made
in orange on “ large garter” (Fig. 52) paper perfor-
ated 14.

cd. (1862—1877)

A gd. stamp was issued at the beginning of 1862 in
a bistre-brown colour, showing the Royal profile in
a border formed by nine curves. Small white letters
were in the four corners, and two plates, numbers 2
and 3, were used (Fig. 20). Plate 1 being defective
was not put to press. Plate 2 is distinguishable from
plate 3 as the latter has small lines crossing the outer
angles of the stamp. The watermark was the
“ emblems” design (Fig. 53), and the perforation
14.

In 1865 the large white letters were introduced in
the corners, and the plate number “ 4” in a circle
above the lower corner letters. Although at first
printed on the “ emblems” paper, it was in 1869 on
“ spray ofrose ” (Fig. 55).

iod, (1867 —1877)

A iod. brown stamp (Fig. 21) was issued to provide
a convenient means of prepaying letters to Australia
via Marseilles, the rate for which route was iod.
Only plate 1 (that number being indicated by a figure
i in acircle over each of the lower corner letters) and
plate 2 were used, the impression being in red
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“

brown, and the paper “ spray ofrose.” The stamp
exists printed accidentally on “ emblems” paper.
No variation was made in the large white letters
with which the stamp was first issued.

(is. 1856 —1884)

The is. embossed stamp of 1847 was replaced by a
surface-printed stamp in 1856 (Fig. 22). It was
printed in green on the 1*emblems” paper ; six years
later (in 1862) the small white letters were introduced
into the angles and in the oval border enclosing the
Royal portrait was placed the plate number “ 1~
which was not strictly correct, as the first plate, in
use from 1856 to 1862, was unnumbered. Therefore
philatelists take this as plate 2. Another plate was
prepared bearing the figure 2, but this was never
put into use.

Large white letters took the place of the small ones
in 1865, and the first plate for printing these was
correctly numbered “ 4.” This was printed at first
onthe “ emblems ” paper but afterwards on “ spray
of rose.” The following plates 5-7 were also on
paper watermarked “ spray of rose.”

As in the case of the 46. and 6d. stamps, the next
change was to large coloured letters in the corners.
Plates 8-14 bore the large coloured letters, but there
were several other changes during their use. Plate
13 was the last to be printed in green, for an orange
brown colour superseded the green, while No. 13 was
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in use, that number, therefore, being printed in both
colours. In 1881 the “ Crown” paper was used,
plates 13 and 14 being printed in orange brown on
this new paper.

25. (1867—1880)

In 1867 a 2s. stamp was issued (Fig. 23), the need
for higher-valued stamps being particularly felt by
those doing business with the Colonies and foreign
countries. It showed the Queen’s head in an oval
and the corners contained large white letters. Above
the two lower letters was the plate number t, the
only one put to press. The colour of the stamp was
at first blue, but in 1880 it was changed to a red-
brown. The paper was “ spray of rose.”

5s. (1867—1884)

In 1867 a 5s. stamp of larger size than the smaller
values was issued with large white letters in the
corners and printed on special paper watermarked
with a Maltese Cross design (Fig. 57). Plates 1 and
two were impressed in carmine on the cross paper;
plate 3 was not used ; and plate 4was printed on paper
watermarked with an anchor design (Fig. 58). The
perforation of the stamps printed from plates 1 and
two was 15 by 154, impressions from plate 4 being
perforated 14.
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ios. (1878—1884)

A 10s. stamp, similar In size to the 5s., was issued
on September 26th, 1878 (Fig. 24). Plate 1, the only
plate used, was, as in the case of the 5s. stamp,
printed on “ Cross ” paper perforated 15 by 15i, and
afterwards (commencing with February, 1883) on
““Anchor” paper perforated 14. The colour of the
stamp was grey, and the tint of the “ Anchor” paper
varied, being in some cases a clear white, and at other
times having a distinct bluish tinge.

£1 (1878 —1884)

Simultaneously with the issue of the 10s. stamp,
one of the facial value of 1 was put into circulation
(Fig. 25). Plate 1 was printed on the “ Maltese
Cross” and the “ Anchor ” papers, the perforations of
the impressions on the former being 15 by 15i, and on
the latter 14. The bluish and the white colours of the
" Anchor " paper referred to in the case of the 10s.
stamp are equally noticeable in this instance. The
stamp was printed in a brown lilac colour.
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CHAPTER IV

The Surface-Printed Series (continued)
1880 —1901

In 1880, the stamp printing contract with Messrs.
Perkins, Bacon and Co. having lapsed, new stamps
of thevalues éd., id., iid., 2d. and 5d. were issued,
all surface printed.

£d. (1880}

This was issued on October 14th,1880, to supersede
the line-engraved stamp of 1870 (Fig. 26). The de-
sign shows a profile portrait of the late Queen, with
the words “ Postage ” and “ Halfpenny ” in curved
bands at top and bottom respectively. These were
printed at first in a green colour, on “ Crown 1880"
paper, which took 240 stamps to the sheet. The
gauge of the perforation was 14.

On April ist, 1884, the colour of the stamp was
changed to slate blue, but in other respects this issue
was similar to the 1880 stamp.

id. (1880)

On January ist, 1880, was issued a id. stamp in
a Venetian red colour, and showing the Royal Por-
trait in a rectangular frame (Fig. 27). This took the
place of the familiar line-engraved id. red. The words
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"Postage” and “ One Penny” stand out in white
letters on solid bands at the top and bottom of the
border. In the four angles are letters arranged
similarly to the letters on the later id. and 2d. line-
engraved stamps. The paper was the “ Crown 1880 "
and the perforation 14. The stamp is known imper-
forate, as some copies were issued in that condition.

ijd. (1880)

October 14th, 1880, was the date of the issue of the
i{d. stamp, in a slightly different shade of Venetian
red from that of the One Penny (Fig. 28). The por-
trait is in an oval, the stamp being squared up by an
ornamental outer border. The lettering on the oval
band is white, reading “ Postage, Threehalfpence.”
" Crown 1880 " paper was used, with 240 stamps to
the sheet, and the perforation was 14. This stamp
took the place of the if£d. red of the line-engraved
series.

2d. (1880)

The portrait on the 2d. stamp (Fig. 29), which was
issued on December 8th, 1880, to take the place of the
line-engraved 2d. blue, was contained in a frame com-
posed of a curve at top and bottom, joined together
by two straight sides. The colour was carmine, and
the white lettering on the curves read “ Postage
Twopence.” The paper and perforation were
“ Crown 1880 ” and 14 respectively.
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5d. (1881)

This was a new value when issued on March 15th,
1881, and was intended for use on letters going to
India, China, and other foreign parts subject to a

esimilar postal tariff. The portrait was containedina
wavy-lined oval with an outer rim of coloured dots
(Fig. 30). The words “ Postage " and “ Fivepence"
were in white on straight tablets above and below
the oval. The colour was indigo, the paper and per-
foration being similar to those of the preceding
stamp.

From r88i to 1884 a new series of stamps, designed
to serve both postal and fiscal purposes, was in the
process of emission.

id. (1881)

July 12th, 1881, was the occasion of the first issue
of the most familiar of all postal labels, the id. lilac
stamp which did service till the arrival of the stamps
of the present reign. The portrait was in an oval,
and the corners ofthe stamp each contained two
rows of dots at right angles. As first issued, tre
stamps had fourteen dots in each corner. The lilac
was a dullish tint, the paper {Crown 1880,” and tre
perforation 14 (Fig. 31).

About December 12th, 1881, the stamp was issued
with sixteen dots in each corner, and with the letter:
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ing a trifle larger (Fig. 32). In other respects the
stamp was similar in appearance, and the general
public knew no difference in the little label they used
so extensively.

2s. 6d. (1883)

This stamp, which was of a large size, was issued
onJuly 2nd, 1883, showing the portrait in an orna-
mental frame and letters in the four corners, (Fig.42).
The inscription in white letters at the top reads
" Postage and Revenue ” and at the bottom “ 2 Shils
& 6Pence.” The value is also expressed in figures
ina tablet at each side. The colour was a doubly
fugitive purple; the paper, the large “ anchor”
paper, described in a previous article, and the per-
foration 14. This stamp was in use until the issues
of the present reign.

Issue of April ist, 1884

On April ist, 1884, eight stamps, showing the royal
portrait in divers frames, all surface printed on
“crown” paper and perforated 14, were issued. A
od stamp, issued in August, 1883, also belongs to
this series. Two colours of a doubly fugitive nature,
purple and green, were used for the nine stamps,
and four of the values of the series were oblong in
shape. Letters appear in the four corners of the
stamps of each value. These stamps are grouped
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together and are known as the “ unified series”
(Figs. 33-40*
The value and colours of the stamps are :(—
i-W. purple (portrait in shield frame).
2d. purple, oblong (square frame).
2)id. purple, oblong (circular frame).
3d. purple (hexagonal frame).
40. green (oval frame).
5d. green (shield frame).
6d. green, oblong (square frame),
qd. green, oblong (circular frame),
is. green (hexagonal frame).

5s. (1884)

On April ist, 1884, a 5s. stamp, of the same siz
as the preceding one, was issued, showing the profile
of Queen Victoria in a circle, broken by a tablet mn
eachside containing the value “ 5s.” (Fig. 43). The
inscription reads "Postage” (at top) and “ Fwe
Shillings ” (at bottom). The corners contain letters
in colour on a white ground. The colour was car-
mine, the paper “ anchor,” and the perforation 4.

10s. (1884)

Similar in size to the 5s. and 2s. 6d. stamps wes
the ios. stamp, which appeared also on April ist,
1884 (Fig. 44). The portrait in this case was inan
octagonal frame, with tablets containing figures
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value at each side, and the inscription “ Postage " and
“Ten Shillings "*in colour on a ground of white.
The colour of the stamp was a cobalt blue, the paper
and perforation being the same as in the 2s. 6d. and
51, stamps.

£1 (1884)

Also on April ist, 1884, a long oblong stamp of
the facial value of £ i was issued in a brown-lilac
colour, having the Queen’s head in a circle sur-
rounded by a band inscribed in coloured letters,
"Postage One Pound.” Large figures “£1 7
appear on each side, and the remainder ofthe stamp
isfilled up with an ornamental background and a
rectangular frame. The paper was “ Crown 1880,”
with three watermarks to each stamp. The perfor-
ationwas 14 (Fig. 45).

On January 27th, 1891, the stamp was issued in
anew colour, namely, green, but in other respects
the stamp was similar to the first issue.

£5 (1882)

The £5 stamp was issued for sale on March 2Ist,
tS§. It was of a large oblong size, and consisted
ofa circular frame enclosing the portrait, and large
figures "£5 " at each side. The top tablet of this
stamp was inscribed “ Postage,” and the bottom
" Five Pounds.” The colour was orange vermilion,

3
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the paper " anchor” (two watermarks to eah
stamp) and the perforation 14.

Very little use was found for the £5 stamp. A
label of this value was prepared for the cument
King’'s head series, but the stamp of this value lies
been definitely abandoned. No £ stamp will
therefore, be issued for the present reign.

The Issue of 1887

The unified series was anything but satisfactory.
The fact that two colours had to serve for nine starms
of altogether different facial value made the labds
inconvenient, not only to the public, but also tote
postal officials. On this account, therefore, a sies
of new stamps, known as the Jubilee series, was pe-
pared. The issue was made on January ist, 185
They were all printed on “ Crown 1880 " paper, ad
perforated 14. A briefsummary is all that is neces-
sary of these recently current stamps.

id. vermilion altered in 1900 to green).

No change was made in the id. lilac stamp.

ijd. purple (portrait) and green (value and die
branches).

2d. green (portrait) and scarlet (value).

2jd. dark purple on blue paper.

3d. purple on yellow paper.

(In 1891 this stamp was impressed for a short tine
on a very distinct orange-yellow paper.)
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& _green (centre) and brown (outer border and
numerals of value).
4%d. green (centre) and carmine (outer frame).
(Although this stamp is included in this series, it
wes not issued until about September 15th, 1892,
when it was required for parcels post purposes. A
change in parcels rates rendered the stamp prac-
tically useless, and it has since been withdrawn.)
5& purple (head and frame) and blue (figure of
value).
6d purple on dull red paper.
rid purple (central cross and portrait) and blue
(ligure of value)
tod. purple (centre) and carmine (outer frame).
(This was not issued until February 24th, 1890.)
is. green.
(The colour of this last stamp was altered in 1900
togreen and carmine.)
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The whole of the contemplated changes in the
postal issues of the Mother Country, consequent on
the accession to the throne of King Edward VII.,
having been completed, the present would seem to
be a convenient time to put together what is known
of the history of the stamps issued by the home
authorities during the present reign.

As usual, the press was well in advance of the
times, and as early as the month of February, 1901,
there were many rumours and surmises as to the
“inevitable change.” At the same time, that the
authorities were not slow in dealing with the sub-
ject is evident from a reply to questions asked in the
House of Commons by Mr. Henniker Heaton on
the nth March. The Secretary to the Treasury
then stated that the necessary steps were being taken
for the issue of new postage stamps, but it was not
expected they would be ready for some months to
come. The nature of the other questions asked
may be gathered from the replies, in which it was
stated that, except in the case of the '/id., id., and
is. stamps, all adhesives then in use bore figures
clearing indicating their value, and that the same
plan would probably be continued ; that the three
stamps named were of so distinctive a character
that it was not thought necessary to show their
value in figures as well as words ; that it was con-
sidered undesirable that the new designs of the
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"inevitable change.” At the same time, that the
authorities were not slow in dealing with the sub-
ject is evident from a reply to questions asked in the
House of Commons by Mr. Henniker Heaton on
the nth March. The Secretary to the Treasury
thenstated that the necessary steps were being taken
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expected they would be ready for some months to
come. The nature of the other questions asked
may be gathered from the replies, in which it was
stated that, except in the case of the '/id., id., and
is. stamps, all adhesives then in use bore figures
clearing indicating their value, and that the same
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stamps named were of so distinctive a character
that it was not thought necessary to show their
value in figures as well as words ; that it was con-
sidered undesirable that the new designs of the
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proposed stamps should be submitted to the pubic
before adoption ; and that there was no sufficient
reason for altering tlie colour of the id. stamp frar.
mauve to red.

From the last answer it would appear that te
obligations of this country to the Postal Union hgj
been overlooked. The colour of the '/id. stamp hgj
already been changed to green, in conformity with
the arrangements come to at the Berne Convention'.
and the alteration in the id. stamp, although ra
definitely decided upon, had already been so fa
considered, that in 1900 an essay had been prepared
in which the stamp was printed in its ordinar,
colour, but upon red paper.

The first public sign of impending changes wss
a notice in the London Gazette for the 19th Apil,
1901, by which, for the first time in the postal hs
tory of the country, certain stamps were demonetised.
It was intended to leave available only the dieso!
current stamps; viz., the id. of December, 18SL
the 5s., m*. and ,*l of April, 1884; the ;.5d
March, 1882; the iod. of 1890; and the die
values comprised in the "Jubilee” issue of 187
It was no doubt by an oversight that the dies ofte
8d. and 2s. values were omitted, so that thee
stamps still remain available for postage, although

*1T'u¢ Herne Convention of the Universal Postal Union decides
that for unlformltEk/I and conveniente the stamps of the values Jd,
id , and ?%d., or their equivalents should be respectively of tre
colours, gicen, red and blue,
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philatelists would probably hesitate to pass through
the post their unused copies of the brown 2s. !
Meanwhile the authorities had been busily occu-
pied with the question of the new stamps. The
Government contractors prepared and submitted
four designs for the id. stamp, with three-quarter

face and quarter-face portraits of the King looking
to right, and the same with the portraits reversed ;

and in addition two designs for a set of the “ uni-
fied" stamps, from yid. to is., with similar por-
traits looking to right. The portraits were
taken from photographs purchased by the con-
tractors, and the heads were drawn upon a
lithographic stone, and the necessary essays printed
by lithography.

In Messrs. De La Rue and Co.’s designs no
change was contemplated in the frames of the
stamps, and the essays submitted consist, in each
case, of the current stamps with the lithographed
portrait of the King substituted for that of the late
ueen.

On the 2}th May an answer to a further question
in the House of Commons gave the public some
insight into what was being done. The Secretary
tothe Treasury was asked whether the designs for
the new postage stamps had been entrusted to an
*Austrian sculptor, and if so, whether this was due
o Ilit: fact that there was no British artist competent
for the work. Mr. Austen Chamberlain replied
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that it was the case that the portrait of His Majesty
the King, which had been used in the preparation
of the designs toappear on the new postage stamps,
was by a foreign artist, there being in existence an
excellent profile portrait only executed last year by
an Austrian sculptor, resident in London, but thet
it was not to be inferred that no British artist wes
competent for the work.

On the 7th June a further question was asked, ir+
quiring whether the advice of the President of tre
Royal Academy or other distinguished artist had been
taken in regard to the design for the new stamps.
In reply it was stated that the officer responsible for
the new stamps was the Postmaster-General, who
consulted the views of the King as to the portrait ©
be used ; that His Majesty chose one executed in tre
previous year by a gentleman long resident in
London, whose work enjoyed a high reputation in
this country ; and that as the portrait was considered
to be specially well adapted for the purpose, it hd
not appeared necessary to invite designs from ather
artists, or to seek further advice.

The artist to whom reference is made is Herr Bril
Fiichs, who, for the purposes of the new stamps,
prepared an orginal drawing, for which the King
was pleased to grant a sitting.

It was determined to adopt a new design for te
frame of the Jd., id., 2.id., and 6d. stamps, and, in
the case of the bicoloured series, to utilise the dad
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and plates of the Queen Victoria stamps for the
second colours, so that new dies would only be re-
quired for the parts printed in the same colours as
that of the portrait. The design for the new frame
and border was prepared by Messrs. De La Rue and
Co., under Herr Fiichs’ instructions, from a sketch
furnished by him.

From the original sketch a photograph was taken.
The design for the border was also photographed,
and the two prints so obtained were placed together,
and a fresh photographic impression taken of the
whole. This was submitted to the King, and was
approved by His Majesty, the original, with the
written approval, being now in my collection (Fig.
45).

Temporary copper plates were then engraved to
indicate the effect that would be obtained. From
these plates proofs were taken for approval, and
amongst the stamps shown to-night* will be found
three of the proofs referred to. In the first the centre
has been filled in with a photograph of the head,
which will show more clearly the portrait as prepared
by the artist. In the other proofs the head is en-
graved, and although in this operation some of the
delicacy of the original work has been lost, the gen-
eral effect has been retained, and the portrait is sat-
isfactory and pleasing. The third proof only differs
from the second in the posing of the head, and is the

<At the Meeting of the Philatelic Society, «th March, r>o«.
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one approved by Herr Fiiclis on behalf of the King,
subject to a slight reduction in the width of the
wreath, a suggestion made, | believe, by the Queen.

The preparation of the dies was then proceeded
with, and proofs arc shown from the preliminar)'
head dies in the sizes requisite for the various adhesive
stamps. In the engraving of the dies the character
and expression of the portrait has undergone con-
siderable change, and the result is by no means o
satisfactory, in general effect, as in the case ofthe
temporary plates. The new working dies lor the
several values were then put in hand, and | am able
to show proofs from all the dies so prepared.

The first stamp to be completed was the id., which
was registered at Somerset House on the 26th Sep.
tember, 1901, the date of registration of the id. being
the 16th of the following month, I'or the last-named
value it was necessary to consider the question of
colour, and essays were accordingly prepared, con-
sisting of impressions in mauve on white paper, two
shades of mauve on red paper, and seven distinct
tints of pink, lake, or red, on white paper, from which
the choice was made.

Of these essays 1am able to show all except the
one actually chosen, but the copies of the issued
stamps, which are on the same pages with the essays
were taken from the first deliveries at Somerset
House, and form therefore a correct standard of the
colour adopted.
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It was at first in contemplation to issue some of
the new stamps on the King’s birthday, the 9th Nov-
ember, 190t, but it was found impracticable to have
the supplies ready in time, and the first issue was
accordingly postponed to the commencement of the
new year.

The eid. and 6d. values were both registered on
tlie ;rd December, 190r. The sheet of the first named,
registered at this date, is in mauve upon blue paper,
and a few thousand sheets were printed in this colour,
and were delivered at Somerset House. These, how-
ever, were never issued, as it was decided to adopt
a blue stamp upon white paper. Nine essays were
accordingly prepared in varying shades of blue, and
the stamp, in the chosen colour, was re-registered
on the 17th December.

All being now in readiness for the issue of the four
first values, a Notice was published by the General
tost Office on the 17th December, announcing that
on and after the ensuing ist January the four new
stamps would be on sale at the various post offices
in the United Kingdom, and that new stamps of
oilier denominations, also bearing the King’s portrait,
would be issued afterwards.

In tlie Post Office Circular of the same date, post-
masters were informed that during the last three or
tour days of tlie month the controllers of stamps in
London, Edinburgh, and Dublin would be in a
position to supply the new id., id., eid» and 6d.
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stamps. They were directed to apply in the usual
manner, but upon separate requisition forms, headed
"New Stamps,” for a stock not exceeding a fort-
night’s supply, but that no stamp of the new issue
might be sold before the ist January, and counter
clerks were urged to endeavour to get rid of their
old stock by selling it to purchasers who did not
specially ask for the new stamps. Attention was also
called to the necessity for avoiding mistakes, in con-
sequence of the colour of the new 6d. stamp being
similar to that of the then current id. stamp.

The public notice referred to was distributed, with
the circular, for exhibition in all post offices, axd
both the circular and the notice contained a list of
all the adhesive stamps bearing the portrait of the
late Queen, which (with the stamps embossed o
printed on envelopes, wrappers, post cards, and letter
cards) would be still available. The notice con-
cludes, “ No other stamps are valid in payment of
postage ” ; but, as we have seen, this is not accurate,
as the 8d. and 2s. values had not been demonetised
by the order of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue
issued in April, tgot.

The remaining values of the new series appeared
from time to time during 1902, the last of the general
issue ofadhesive postage stamps to be prepared being
the iod., registered on the 28th June and issued an
the 3rd July, 1902, The stock of this value was de-
livered before the stamp had been registered, as also
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was tlic case with the 5d., while the 4d. had actually
been inuse lor a few days before it was registered
at Somerset House.

In the case of the four highest values, the stamps
were prepared and delivered some months before
their issue, which was no doubt delayed, pending the
exhaustion of the stock of the old stamps ofthe same
denominations. Thus the 2s. 6d., registered 27lh
December, 1901 ; the 5s., registered 13th February,
1902; and the 10s., registered on the 25th of the
same month (all of which were delivered shortly after
the dates of registration) were not issued until the
5th April, 1902 ; while the issue of the £>1, regis-
tered and delivered on the 5th March, 1902, was
deferred until the 16th June.

There docs not appear to be anything special to
record in regard to the issued stamps beyond the fact
that it was apparently found that the new working
die for the tod. stamp would not fit the old second-
colour plate, so that a new second-colour die had to
be prepared.

Before leaving the general issue, attention may
ke called to the fact that it was originally intended
toinclude all the values in use at the commence-
ment of the reign, except the t'/r/1., which was no
longer required. A die was accordingly prepared
early in 1902 for the ¢(£5 stamp, but before any pro-
gress was made in the preparation of a printing
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plate it was decided by the Post Office to discon-
tinue the use of this value.

In October, 1902, at the request of the King, who,
it was understood, was of opinion at the time tht
the designs of the Transvaal stamps were to s
preferred to that of the '/id., id., 2x%zd., ad
6d. stamps of this country, an essay was prepared,
with a view to a change in these values. A smll,
temporary engraved plate was made and employed,
in conjunction with the head die of the Transvaal
stamp, and from this impressions were printed in
various colours, the id. duty alone being used to
save time. The idea of change was afterwards
abandoned or postponed, chiefly, it is understood,
on the score of expense.

In the appended lists no description of the stamps
is attempted, but particulars are given of the dates
of the registration, first deliveries, and issue of tre
adhesives for public use.

It will be noticed that the ordinary id. adhesive
stamp was registered for the second time in Sept-
ember, 1903. The reason for this was that it is
proposed to issue small books, containing twenty-
four stamps of this value, to be sold at the price of
2s. }4d. Each book contains four pages of sis
stamps, in two horizontal rows of three stamps,
the pages being interleaved with waxed paper.
The second registration was owing to a new plats
having been made, this being necessary because
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the stamps have to be printed in a special manner
lor making up into books. The sheets are printed
in four panes of sixty stamps, disposed in six
columns of ten stamps. As a margin is required
for binding, each alternate series of three columns
on the plate has the stamps reversed, so that the
books may all open the same way. Thus the water-
mark on each stamp in these columns is reversed,
and an examination of the two panes in my collec-
tion will show that before separation from the third
stamp the fourth stamp in each row is a iéte-biche
variety. The sheets have a narrow margin on the
right and left sides, the space running down the
ventre between the panes being double the width
of the outside margins, to allow for the binding
and stitching of the books.*

1 do not of course claim for these notes the im-

<M. Il. F. Bartlett, the Controller of Stamps, has, since the
wetbove was written, kmdlg_su_plled the following interesting
ceiciiption of the inode ot binding the books ; " Four sheets of
i<ostamps. interleaved with waxed paper, are placed between two
ehtttsof the red cardboard which forms the «over of the books,
ihe theets of cardboard having previously been printed and
arranged to suit the direction of the stamps. The whole thickness
of cardboard, stumps, waxed paper, etc., is then wire-stitched
1 lengthwise in  two operations, each of which makes a line of
stitching down the middle of the sheet of stampa, and down one
sice, so that there are four rows of stitching—two down the mid-
de end one on each side. When this has been done, the sub-
itanee is cut across the narrow way of the sheet into ten
'inverses,* each containing four books of stamps = forty books of
itamps. which are then cut_ug_ into single oooks It will be
obielved that as the wire-stitching must "be in every case on
ibe left of the stamps, so that the books will always open one
way, it was necessary to print so that the King’s Head is re-
«\gried, us shown in"the sheet, and, consequently, the water-
mark is siso reversed/*
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porlance of a philatelic paper, but as all the inform-
ation and dates given may be relied upon u
authentic, | hope that they may be of use in
saving a future historian of the stamps of ths
country a not inconsiderable amount of research
and trouble in connection with the first issues o

the present reign.



Kins’ Edward VII. Adhesive Postas« Stamps

Values. Date of Registration. Date of Kirat Delivery. Date of Issue.

[T FRTTTTT 20th Sept., icot. nth Nov., 1901.4

:j. . . .. 14th OC‘:, 1901. 28th Nov., 1901, Ist Jan., 1902
id. (re-registered) . 18th Sept., 1903 {for books) . . Not yet issued.*
iid. . o ist Feb., 1902. 17th Feb., 1902. 2:st Mar., 1902.
2d. . . .. 1stn Mar,, 1902. 15th Mar., 1902. 25th Mar., 1902.
2id. mauve on blue) 3rd Dec., 1901. . y  « NoOt issued.

2jd. (blue on white) 17th Dec., 1901. 20th Dec., 1901. st Jan., 1902.
an ist Feb., 1902. 17th Feb., 1902. 20th Mar., 1902.
A e 29th  Mar., 1902. 26th Mar., 1902. 37th Mar., 1902.

~Smce this paper was written, thrse books have been issued, the Post Office circular of 15th
March. 1904, announcing them as "NOW on Sale.” The Postmaster General in his report on the
Post Office, dated 9th August, 1904. says : -

"These books have met with a considerable demand, the number sold during the first
month of their issue being 131,130. | propose in the course of a few months, to place on sale
books containing twelve id. stamps and twenty-four Jd. ones, the price of these books also
to be 2s. Ojd. each."

adwels a1J8agey “[IA Q1emo3 Gy
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King: Edward VII. Adhesive Postage Stamps— Continued

5d-
6d.

od.
tod.

6d.

Date of Registration. Date of First Delivery,

3rd May, 1902.
3rd Dec., 190},
5th Apr., 1902.
28th June, 1902.
25th Feb., 1902.
27th Dec., 1901.
13th Feb., 1902.
25th Feb., 1902.
3rd Mar., 1902,

ist May, 1902.

12th Dec., 1901.

7th Apr., 1902.
24th June, 1902.
ist Mar., 1902.

13th Jan., 1902.

25th Feb., 1902. t 5th Apr.,

5th Mar., 1902.

5th Mar,, 1902.

1

Dal* of is?tie.

14th May, 1902.
ist Jan., 1902.
7th Apr., 1902.
3rd July, 1902.
24th Mar., 1902.
1902.

Kith July, 1902.

urellg 1eais) Jo sduwels abeisod
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Appendix B

THE BEST BOOKS ON THE STAMPS OF
GREAT BRITAIN

The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of Great Britain.
By F. A. Piiilurick, Q.C.,and W. A. S. Wkstohy.
Published at ios. 6d. by Sampson Low, London.

The Postage Stamps of the United Kingdom. By
W. A. S. Wkstoby. Published at 5s. by Samp-
son Low, London.

A History of the Adhesive Stamps of the British
Isles. By Hastings Wright and A. B. Creeki ,
Jun. Published at 24s. by the Philatelic So-
ciety, London.



L

o oq b v

-
30~

MO to fHateg
Appendix C
INDEX TO PLATES

id Black 1848 ..........................

|d Blue 1840 without white lines

id. , 1841 with white lines .............
Id. Red 1854, Die I., Perf. 16 .............
id. ,, *855, Die Il., Perf. 14 ............
ibl. 1870, Plate 3 ..o
Jd. Rosercd 1870, Plate 9

Plate Il
is. Green 1847, pair... e
iod. Brown 1848
td. Violet 1854 ..o

lid. Blue 1875 1884, Plate 23  .............

3d. Rose 1862-1884, small white letters...

d " Iarge coloured letters, Plate
3d. Lilac, overprinted “ 3d.” in red

Plate Il
ad Orange-red 1855-1884, Plate 8
6d. Lilac 1856-1872, Plate 5  ............
Ql Buff 1872-1884, Plate 16
8d. Orange 1876  ......cccccovverereriencnn,
9d Bistre-brown 1862, unnumbered plate
iod. Brown 1867, Plate 1 ...
is. Green 1856-1884, unnumbered plate
is. Blue 1867

Plate 1V

ios. Grey 1878

£1 Blue 1878 ...

id. Green 1880

id. Venetian-red 1880

lid. Y 1880

2d. Carmine 1880

5 Indigo 1881

PoK«
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Kig. Plate V pift
3»,. id. Lilac 1880 (July), 14 dots T
32.  id. ,, 1880 December), t6 dots ')
33.  .+g Purple 1884 - 2
34.  2d. « 1884 o
35.  28d Y 1884 2
36 3<. , 1834 3
37. 4d. Green 1834 )
38. s54. . 1834 T
Plate VI
39 6d. Green 1834 3
D e, 184 ;
41, s, . 1884 31
42. 2s. id. Purple 1883 .. T
43. s54. Carmine 1884 .. L2
44. los. Blue 1884 |
Plate VII
45.  £1 Brown-lilac 1884 1

46. Apﬁroved Photographic Proof of the design of
the new King Edward stamp, in the collect-
ion of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales

Pir. Plate Vili

%. Watermark-—Small Crown.
- fo Large Crown.

49- o V.R.

kel 0 Small Garter.

Sl- % Medium Garter.

SE 0 Large Garter.

53 o Emblems.

54- o1 Orb.

55- % Spray of Rose.

0 Small Anchor.
57 0 Maltese Cross.
58- 9 Large Anchor.

59- o» Crown, 1880.



46

45

Piate

VII.



Plate Vill.

F>g 47 F'g- 48 Fig. 49
g5 "
F'g- 53
Fig. 54 Fig- 55 Fig- 56

Fig 57 Fig. 38 Fig 59



STAMP COLLECTIONS

and large lots bought for ready cash to any amount.
Parcels of stamps trom abroal I£)arju<:ularly desired.
All packages sent should be Registered and con-
tain List and lowest price required. Remittance
sent per return of mail.

RARE STAMPS and CURIOSITIES
also desired, for which we will pay very high prices.

The ROYAL POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM

for British and British Colonial Stamps, contains 350
pages, well illustrated, with full catalogue of stamﬁs
on one side and ruled spaces for stamps on the
other page. The most up-to-date and cheapest
album published, price 376 post free.

OATALOGUE of COLONIAL STAMPS,

containing nearly 1000 illustrations, 250 pages,
price 2d. post free.

SELECTIONS of COLONIAL STAMPS8

sent on approval to reliable a%llt_:ants. No rubbish
sent, only nice specimens. fine stock of rare

ps on hand.  Lists of wants will have our im-
mediate and careful attention.

OUR STAMPS

areon sale in nearly 2000 Stationers and Booksellers.
Send your name and address on a postcard, and we
will send you the address of our nearest agent
selling our ‘Stamps, Mounts and Albums.

EDWIN HEALEY & Co,,

(MiAddrtss : 14, WORMWOOD 8TREET, Tilephotte A'o.
miiPvol, A3
LOTCS” OLD BROAD 8TREET, London Will.

LONDON, E.C.

Established orer Z)years.



Which is the Best and Cheapest way
to start a Collection of Stamps?

WHY, UNQUESTIONABLY,
BY BUYING LARGE MIXED SETS,

Thefollmvingarea few marvellously cheap sets of GUARANTEED
GENUINE POSTAGE STAMPS ONLY, without any ent
envelopes, wrappers, post caids, or minor varieties of shades,
perforation, Watermark.

»
Q
—a

60 AUHLtrIt...ccooiiiiins

t 2 o0 30 Luxemburg 7
7 Austrian Italy.. o 6 8 Monaco , 1:
»3 &_ M n o a> Montenegro 36
3a Baden ... 2 6 >35 Nicaragua 160
25 Bava-ia .. 16 3° Norway ol
50 Belgium 3 0 Persia ,. 40
all postally used) 3 Peru 1%
20 Bosnia .. 1 s 2» Philippine Island» 01
20 Brazil 10 12 Porto Rico oi
36 Bulgaria.......cccoveveneee 16 50 Portugal »?
33 Canada .. 3 0 loo Port, 1.olonies 7 *
18 Cuba e 0 6 1o Koman States ri
8 Curacao .. t 3 6» Koumania bi
30 Denmrti K 0 s 30 Kunsta.....e. 0T
»a Dutch Indies r g t 12 Salvador D
23 Ecuador.. 3 0 10 Saxony.. »3
20 inland .,, r 6 20 Servia .. . 11
70 hrance 30 20 South Audtralia 60
40 Germany 20 75 Spain (none punched
63 Great Britain _.. 7 6 0l barred) .. 6 1
SO .. , id. red 1o Surinam 70
Plate Nos, 7 6 50 Sweden 11
60 Holland .. 5 0 ° Switzerland 41
30 Honduras 3 6 20 TUNIS oo le
35 Hungary 3 3 20 Turkey.. 10
30 Icelnnd 6 0 34 Uruguay \ 3
s8 It.ly 2 7 5a Victoria 60
3’ Japan t 4 30 Wuitemburg 1%

CotLicTioN op 1,000 DIFFERENT Postaos Stash,
without any English, neatlty mounted on 33 sheets, ea h contabili
50 stamps (with plenty of room above and below for pricing.-

desired), price 16.-
Postaos Extra on Os0tas unosa S *

W. T. WILSON,

292 BtRCHFIiELO road, Stamp ©ca|er,_
BIRMINGHAM. Eipcrt S Special«

Latest Edtionar Soott*: 6tarcard Cataloaui. 24 rostsH



1904 Catalogue.

Part 1 GREAT BRITAIN AND COLONIES,
post free 2/3.

Pan Il FOREIGN COUNTRIES, post free 2/3.

Stanley Gibbons' Catalogues are the only 'ones in
which the actual selling prices of stamps are all quoted
from stock in haml at the time of going to press, and
theyare the standard upon which all other catalogues
are more or less based.

Our 6rcai Bargain Ser $ Packet Cist
fer 1904 will be sent gratis and post free on receipt of
poctcard  This list contains full details of over 2.000 Sets
and Packets of Stamps at wonderfully cheap prices.

THE IMPROVED POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM,
No. 0. 176 pages, post Iree 1/3 each.

THE STRAND ALBUM. No. 14. 320 pages,
post free 2/11 each.

THE CENTURY ALBUM. No. 21. 622 large
pages, post free 13/4 each. Recently published and
up-fodatc.

Largi Illustrated Prosfectus of Stamp Album, and Collectors’
Requisite, sent post free on demand.
STAMP COLLECTING AS A PASTIME AND
INVESTMENIT, ily E.J. Naskivul How to collect, what to

collet, how to make money in stumpg, and all about stamps,
great eoilectors, &c.

HUH the Prince nf Wales, KT., 4c, referring to sump col-
Iectlg%, wrote .— It is one rd lhe greatest pleasures of my life "
fee Chapter 11. of " Stamp Collecting.”

Profusely illustrated and bound in Art Cloth.
Port free 1/3 each.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd.,
391, Strand, LONDON, W.C.
Ad 198, BROADWAY, NEW YORK. USA



POSTAGE STlIGP COLLECTING

Is now the Fashionable and
Aristocratic Pastime of the day.

HR.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES,

“Itls one ofthe greatest pleasures of my lift.
See Chapter II. of

Stamp Collecting as a Pastime,
By E. J. NANKIVELL,

'PH IS book *florda a peep behind the scenes, and explains bo»
1 s that, after nearly half a century <f existence, Stamp Coll«
ing bas never been moie popular than it is to-dav.

Manya tired woikerin search oi a hobb, has found thai ofa
the relaxations that are open to him none is more attractive o
more satisfying than Stamp Collecting.

SOME OF THE CONTENTS*

I. Stamp Collecting as a IX. The Romance of Slat
Pastime. Collecting.

V. Its Geographical Interest. Ihe Literatur# of Staop»
V. Its Historigal Em~r-posl. $fy Haw to Coiled antfithicxi
V11, Stamps with a History. ollect.

VIII. Gieat Rai ities. XV. Great Collections.
profusely illustrated and well bound in art cloth, price 1/-; post free:
The 1904- PRICED CATALOGUES.

Part I. Gieat Britain and Colonies ... price21
i, Il. Foreign Countries ... [P , ti

Thefollowing Special Collections are offered at very reasonabUfna.

Great Britain and Colonies, a superb extra mint collection
of about 6,00 varieties, all perfectly centred and full gua

replete with gems and ra-iiies ... ... price £3,10
A Specialist's Collection of Gienada . (4M
W . Prince Edward Isles ... " £3*

. New Republic o! South Africa  £401

l. b Cashmere.....ccocoevncnen
Collections of any Country made to order to any amount.

KA /?£) STAMPS Jor advanced collectors at most moderatt fine»

New reocpake Prospectus of Postage Stamp Albums, Catalogs*
Packets, and Sets at cheapest rates, sent gratis and post free*
application to

STANLEY GIBBONS Limited,

391, STRAND, (opposite Hotel Cecil), LONDON,
& 188, BROADWAY, NEW YORK.



W, HADLOW,

iphilatelic Auctioneer & Jieaicr,
12, liz?liaf S77?££7, STRAND, UE<T.

4P
GREAT BRITAIN.
id Black . . . over 1,000 to choose from,
2d. Blue, no lines . 500 . »
id. Red, imperf. ., 20,000 " "

AND MOST OF THE OTHER

GREAT BRITAIN PLATE NUMBERS
IN LARGE QUANTITIES.

Special Line 4d. Vermilion, Plate 15, fine copies,
2/- each.

SPECIAL LETTERS SUPPLIED. LISTS REQUESTED.

Smbrerstmded Jedts of the V- Aates 5 A6

EVERY COPY A GEM,
AND MANY WITH MARGINAL INSCRIPTION.
£6 por SHEET of 240 Stamp».

FINEST STOCK OF

USED GREAT BRITAIN
TO PICK FROM



H. ROSS-SHIELLS & Co

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Stamp "Dealers ¢ Jportery

10. Copthall'Avenue,
LONDON, E.C.

id. Black, 1840, very fine ... each {(
Ditto on original cover ve 2291
id. Rose, 1870, complete set of plate
numbers (15) ....................................... 5.
2d. Blue, complete set of plate num-
bers (7)o, I
Re-constructed plate of id. Venetian
Red, 1880 (240 stamps)  ............. 5
Venetian Reds for plating .. per ico &

SELECTIONS OF

ENGLISH, FOREIGN or COLONIAL STAU

SENT ON APPROVAL.
New Zealand and pence Ceylons a SPECIAL

Stamp Mounts, finest quality, per boti
1,000, 6d.; 5,000, post free, 2/-
Small Size Mounts, 3d. per 1,000;

5,000 for 1/-

High Prices Paid for Old Collectic
and Loose Stamps.

BILL STAMPS WANTED.



Charles Nissen & Qo,

Bealera tn all Stampg

of (great Britain,

77&78, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.

T elephone 5181 Holborn

Almost every variety of the Stamps of
Great Britain is usually in stock, both used
aml unused.

We send on approval to Responsible Collectors
Approval Books or Sheets. Send us your
Mat of wants.

SINGLE STAMPS & COLLECTIONS
PURCHASED FOR CASH.

Priced Catalogue

OF POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, POST CARDS,
OFFICIAL STAMPS, €~c., d-—,

POST FREE.

The value of British Stamps, pricing all the
rare Stamps up to £ibo, see “ The Stamp Col-
1ector's Annual,” Rost Free, /r.



FREDK. R. RINN, ooy s

EaTnBblaLuL i83o. Silvei» Nbdal London, 1.

HIGHEST CLASS STA\/PS
Finest Stock. Choicest Copies. Cheapest Price«.
SEASON 1904-5.

NEW DEPARTMENT.-* MARdeV ell oRVEKT

important to ALL Colleotore.

Special arrangements have row been completed lot the aupptid
Approvai Selections of the Highest Classa» 25 totd
per cent below Current Catalogue quotations.

SPEC/AL OFFERS.

English, 1840, Id, Black, 3d. each ; extra fine, 4d eid

2d. Blue, no lines ... 1/6 to 2/6

1883 2/6 LilaC oo, 3d.
.. 6/- Rose e 4d,
10/~ BlUE...oooveieiiieeeiecie e 2/6
1887, 20/- Green  ...occoeeeevveieenn. &-
1882, £6 Orange  .......cceeeverrenvnen. 32/6

O.W., Official 2d. King's Head ... 31
(Al/ spedally fine copies, -worth twice as much as lit
usual specimens offered.)
HUNDREDS OF OTHER BARGAINS IN
ENGLISH STAMPS.

BRITISH GUIANA, i88a provisionals, t cent., rose. Pair shimiat
both the brig and »hip types side by S|de used postally, \WI'
rare. Only B/l post free. Single copie» of either type, Tl
each. (Gibbon»' cat. price, 6/- each.)

NIGER COAST, Unused & Mint, Wmk. CA,, t/-black, 1/9ad
" " " " a/bolive, 3,9 »
- ,, to/-deep violet. 19/ ,,

CASH WITH ORDER.
Serious Collectors and Large Buyers CAlsave many pourd
y writing
EPWWNN# D MUM Stamp Expert, Duk
Hitull. If. nlldr) and Publisher,

143, Strand, LONDON, W

Information on all Philatelic matters and Expert Adtlcc gfadly e
to all Customers.



EKGLISH

M
moderate prices,

sast en ovalk, - fiis s”éetibas. m jj# 1ssue lynich
im/ bea;('zgfﬂ'llN&i t&IT - Yok y -\
NEW ISSUES 1B'S N1 »B STAMPS (N
' and :speciai:“arc3 8./ aiénte
can be madk ril~r'5”Mbnslary: tifpply
ef New Gol s tey’-eonie : oiit,, 'cair., foe
assured. -. Ci
i'PROVAL SELEC fstemps
afluncntiT
tob of «% a p ‘1iedvE. on
ficaipt of refgre.ae”
SETS AND PAC! imali Price List post/ree

ap!'M»caiilLu



FREDK. R. GINN, ‘e

JWIT! IV
Speciality HIGHEST CLASS STAVP)

finest Stock. Choicest Copies. Cheapest Prices.
SEASON 1904 5.

NEW DEPARTMVENT. AMY™ ~ | .. [E,

Important to ALL Collectors.

Special arrangements have itsw b/ ti . ni{'leted {,T ll-c »-
Approval Selections .! the nghest Qe j: lon
;cr cent belva/ Current Ciit. |hyue jintitio .

SPECIAL OFFERS.

English, 1840, Iti. Black. 3d. each ; extra fine. 4d ac

2d Blue, no lines 1Gto 26

1883. 2 6 Lilac 3d
., 5 - Kose ad

10/ Blue 26

1887, 20 Green 61
1882, £6 Orange 326
O W, Official 2d. King's Head 31

All sf>eiinih: /.ur i i.u, ~tnr/h /:ritr u, tu . sty

itsmtl sftftiturns "//. trti J

HUNDREDS OF OTHER BARGAINS IN
ENGLISH STAMPS

KRITISK GUIANA t , |- o0 f
hidl tild L o ilf >I\/j|Q; M b, >I«Ic ML 71 v
> G 1 pi-* tik» Shi*lka  »-.«* > either ¢ ¢ 2

ic
*I» h  1(- IM»HS*‘:.I'[ mif, 5 ta li.>

NIGER COAST, ( -n/ tr'.Vi»/, Wink. CN1., t b < 19e*
eoliv:, 39

if#/ «l-1p violet, J6-
CASH WITH ORDER.
Serieta Colicelor- an,l Larye Buyers CMMN SRVC MsAny pour.Cl
by witing

rnr ni/ D p|MU Stamp i-xpert. Deit
rnLUA, M. Uinil, and Publisher,
143, Strand, LONDON, W.C

Information on all Philatelic matters au,l Hx;rlm A.lvj.f ulallyj-.fi
tc all Ctutomers



W Il. PECKITT,

Deakr in Rare Stamps,

47, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

Raro Single Stamps and Collections
Purchased for Cash. Ah o* 01

BNAISH STAVES in yreal&arlet boih ihlse&l%j

unused
Books ol id, black and ad. blue, for plating- purposes,
4iit on approval, as well as selections of any issue which
maey be required.

NEW ISSUES, all king's head stamps in
———————————————— STOCK, and special arrangements

ran be made by which an effective and constant supply
a' New Colonial Stamps, as they j ome out, can be
assured. Circular on application.

AFFFQA SELECTK]\IS Books of Mixed Stamps

i to suit the requirements
both of beglnners and of medium collectors, sent on
receipt of reference.

&FIS AN:) PACKETS. A 9@l Price List pﬁfree

on application.

TELEPHONE : TELEGRAMS * CABLES :
3.~ GERHARD. * HECKITT, LONDON."

A Fino Selection of Stamps always on viaw, ranging from
New Issues to the Creatset Rarities.



THE FIFTH (1905) HOIMTIO\ o

UNIVERSAL STANDARD CATALOGUE

postage Stamps of the Ulorid

/N Aoli' READY.
ABOUT 420 PAGES AND 3,000 ILLUSTRATIONL!.

BOUND IN SCARLET COVER

Comprising all Postage Stamps known to be issue ! up;
October, 1904, find giving the price of each

Price post free.

Interleaved Edition, bound in cloth, gilt, 3/6 post fra

W HITFIELD KIN G <fc CO .,

IPSWICH.

TiLtOdrus. V.HITFIELO KING. IPSWICH

See nis« our advertisemeni on second page of co:>s
another most important announcement.



