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P R E F A T O R Y  Ν Ο Τ Ε .

For several years an important scientific icori' 

m the history o f  the postal issues o f Hayti, has 

cm in preparation. To make this hook more 

uccptahlc, and to, in some small measure, pave 

the way fo r  it, the follow ing elementary treatise 

"is been written. Herein w ill he found all the 

hitu, which w ill appeal to the mind o f the 

'aural collector. Should the reader desire to go 

üeper into the subject, and we consider the 

'•abject not unworthy o f closer study, let him 

r her look out fo r  the long-expected collaborated 

ulunic from the pens of Messrs. Alexander 

Holland, Joseph II. heavy, and J .  F . Rich, 

ƒ the Boston (U .S .A .)  Philatelic Society.

A knowledge o f the country itself adds to 

the fascination o f the study o f its stamps, and 

! very pleasing account o f the country, the stamps 

af which this book deals is contained in Heskcth 

Pritchard’s “  Where Black Rules White.’’



The Postage Stamps of Hayti.

CHAPTER I.
Introduction—T h e S to ry  o f  Hayti.

H ayti, the “ land of high h i l l s , i s  a country which 
cannot fail to have a distinct attraction for all whi 
are privileged to know its stirring history, and its 
present system o f  government, its scenic grandeur, 
and the richness o f its soil as yet undeveloped anć 
uncultured.

The island of Hayti is the only independent ont 
of the West Indies and İs largest but one of the group, 
its area being approximately 29,000 square miles. A 
better idea of its extent may be gained from compari­
son with the size of Scotland, which has an area oi 
30,000 square miles. The western portion of the 
island is occupied by the Haytian Republic (area 
10,204 square miles), and the eastern by the 
Dominican Republic (18,645 square miles).

In the Haytian Republic, with which this book is 
concerned, the negro predominates, representing 
about 90 per cent, of the population ; there are 
mulattos and whites, but both of these classes are

t  So called by the original Indian inhabitants from “  ai,”  land, 
and “  ti,”  high.
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kept strictly under the control of the blacks. The 
government is entirely İn the hands of the blacks, 
and they will not permit any encroachment upon their 
authority by the white inhabitants. No white man is 
permitted to hold oftice under the government, neither 
may hr vote

Although Roman Catholicism is supposed to be 
the religion of the country, the grossest heathenism 
prevails. Snakes are the object of worship of most of 

I the coloured inhabitants, and this vandoux worship is

I
 believed to be secretly encouraged (or was recently) 
by the government.*

This island was discovered on St. Nicholas Day, 
December 6th, 1492, by Columbus, who on that day 
arrived at a natural harbour, which he named St. 
Nicholas, at the north west extremity of the island. 
He styled the island H ispánok, and planting across 
In· took possession of it on behalf of his Spanish 
sovereigns. The wreck of the Santa Maria off Cape 
Haitién, on Christmas Eve, 1492, left Columbus and 
Ь s men with but one vessel, the Nina, in which to 

turn to Spain, and so a number of the men were 
iliged to remain on the island in a fort built of the 
reckageof the vessel and styled Ea Navidad. When 
olumbus was able to reach the island on his second 
vpedition, the little colony of enforced settlers was 
о more, and every man had been massacred by 
armaba, the leader of a tribe of Indians in the

* Hcslccth Pritchard’s “ Where Black Rules White.”  1900



interior of the island. This, the first attempt at the 
colonization of America, disastrous though it was, led 
Columbus to establish another colony there on a mort 
secure basis.

The emigration of Spaniards to the West Indie-; 
and their treatment of the original natives, caused th: 
gradual extinction of the latter. Negroes were brough: 
in to fill their places. The Spaniards increased ir 
numbers, and massed chiefly in the east of the island 
while French settlers found wealth in the cultivation 
of the western end.

The difference between the two nationalities led to 
much strife, and in 1697 the Treaty of Ryswick gav; 
the western portion of the island to France ; but 2; 
there was no satisfactory settlement on the boundary 
line, there was still trouble between the settlers in the 
east and the settlers in the west.

The slave traffic had increased greatly, and oneo 
the chief results was that the negroes were growing 
more numerous, and gradually realised that they ha; 
power to resent the cruelty of and slavery demanded by 
their white taskmasters, and when in 1795 the Treaty 
of Basle gave both parts of the island to France, tfc: 
negroes, under Toussaint (who took the name cB 
l’Ouverture, as he was to open to his fellow blacks lb; 
door of a better future), were ready to withstand th 
arrival of the French army sent to tike over tb I 
island. The betrayal of Toussaint l’Ouverture, ho* j 
ever, soon followed, and the army for a time held fu I
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ś*ay until they became demoralised by fever, and 
ultimately left the island.

The independence of the blacks was declared on 
January ist, 1S04. The first President was Dessalines, 
who, despite his savage and evil nature, is still 
regarded as the hero of the Republic.

In 1S44 the Dominicans became independent, and 
formed a Republic of their own. Of the subsequent 
history of the Uaytian Republic it is unnecessary to 
treat. Suffice it to say that it has been none too 
creditable. Twice its black rulers have endeavoured 
to make it an Empire, but for the greater part of the 
time it has been a Republic. Most of its Presidents 
have met with violent ends, and civil war has raged 
even in the few years of the present century, which is 
not yet five years old.

Hayti’s capital is now Port au Prince ; its President, 
General Nord Alexis ; its coinage is denoted in 
centimes and gourdes. The gourde is the Haytian 
equivalent of the dollar. Nominally, therefore, the 
money values are, 100 centimes = 1  gourde =  4/2. 
But the actual value of the gourde is doubtless 
considerably lower than 4s.



CHAPTER II.
T he  F irs t S ta m p s—T he  L ib e rty  Head S e r ie s -  

Im p e rfo ra te ,

In view oí the fact already stated 
that of the 600,000 people in the 
Republic of Hayti, ninety per cent 
are negroes, the amount of ¡tosu 
business done was, and is now, no 
very great. This will account fc- 
the comparative scarcity of man; 
of the early issues.

Hayti joined the Postal Union in July, iSSr 
previous to which time no postage stamps were 
issued. The few inland communications that weit 
carried on were paid for on acceptance by the posti 
officer receiving the letter. The nations that were 
represented in Hayti by consuls were enabled to re­
ceive letters through the agency of those consuls 
Most of the foreign correspondence was with England 
France, and the United States. Letters for these anć 
other countries were stamped on board ship, ari 
received the impress of a band stamp bearing thej 
amount of postage and the word “  Steamship I 
English mail packets to and from America called a: 
certain ports in Hayti where were offices at which; 
English stamps were sold and letters were collected 
the postal rate for which was 1/- per half ounce
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The first of these offices was opened at Jacmel 
in iS65, and another at Port au Prince, the capital, 
«as established four or five years later. The office 
a: Jacmel used a duplex postmark which may be 
distinguished by the number “ C59,” and Port au 
prince used the number “  E53.” English stamps 
i seel in Hayti may therefore be distinguished by these 
marks. both these offices ceased to exist when 
Hayti joined the Postal Union.

In 1881 Hayti was under the Presidency of 
Salomon, who was at the height of his popularity 
irhen the matter of producing stamps came under 
:onsidcration in the Senate.

Many members of the Senate were in favour of 
.presenting the President’s portrait on the stamps, 
ut he did not desire this, and proposed in lieu 
hereof the design of the arms of the Republic.

Before the final decision of the Senate was arrived 
,t it was suggested to the President, by means of a 
putation of influential residents, that a series of 

(ortraits of past Presidents and heroes should be 
laced on the stamps as suitable memorials of the 
reat men of the Republic,
General Salomon, however, would not countenance 

be issue of stamps bearing portraits cither of himself 
r his predecessors. He, however, put forward a 
iew suggestion, namely, that the head of the Liberty, 

typical of the Republic, should be represented on 
е stamps. He pointed out that, as they had
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imitated France İn adopting French weights an; 
measures, code books, and even language, the 
could not do better than adopt also the idea cl 
placing the head of Liberty on their stamps.

This suggestion found greater favour in the Seiu:; 
than any of the other proposals, and was according 
adopted. The foremost Haytian sculptor, M. b 
foresterie, was immediately commissioned to preps·· 
the design of the stamp with a representation oí ¡ 
profile to left of a female head, typifying Liber 
He succeeded in producing an admirable desip 
which shows the profile to great advantage. It. 
skilfully outlined, and printed boldly and clean 
The shading on the face is produced by horizons j 
lines, and that on the neck by oblique lines. It 
needful to note these phases of the shading as thr 
vary in the later issues of the stamp.

As will be seen from the accompanying illustrati: 
the effigy is encircled by a band on which is inscribí 
“  Poste Republic DTIaiti.” The lower portion ofh \ 
circular band is partly covered by a shield outlined - 
colour. On this shield is the numeral of value wh: 
is in all cases represented by very bold figures. & 
each side of the shield containing the numeral is u 
word “  cent.”, which is a contraction for centin: 
In the upper corners of the stamp are representatie: 
of the Haytian flag, and above each word “ cent, 
а . · .  triangular heap of cannon balls. The cap 
Liberty, which breaks through the middle of the t,:
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marginal line and touches the circular band, completes
the design.

The design for the first issues of these stamps was 
engraved upon wood, the execution of which process 
was entrusted to Monsieur G. Richard, a Parisian 
engraver. The printing plates were formed of separate 
electrotypes, which fact in some measure accounts for 

I the irregularity of the positions of some of the stamps 
on a sheet. The complete sheet, it is believed, con­
sisted of three hundred stamps in six panes of fifty 
stamps each.

The shield portion of the design of each of the 
I stamps was pierced in each of the three hundred 

blocks in order to allow the figures denoting the 
} facial value to be changed at will. Into the piercings 

were dropped small metal plugs for impressing the 
numeral denoting the value of the stamps to be 

i printed.
This method of making the same blocks serve for 

the impression of all the values has given rise to a 
considerable number of minor varieties and curious 

j errors. The plugs are not all exactly alike, some of 
I the numerals being unequal in thickness or broken 
, in outline. A close examination of the stamps 

will prove the existence of varieties of this 
i nature, but the study of these is not entered 
i upon here. In other cases the plugs have not been 
I fastened properly in the piercings, and have conse- 
j quently produced slanting figures of value. Again,
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specimens may be found with the figures touchini 
the side outlines of the shields.

The constant interchanging of these plugs aly 
caused considerable damage to the outlines of tht 
shields in which they were enclosed. This is not o: 
so frequent occurrence in the issue now under con 
sideration as in the subsequent issues. The imperfec 
fitting of the plugs has, in some cases, broken tht 
lines of the shield, while in others it has raised line 
which are superfluous.

The paper on which the stamps of the first issur 
were printed was white. Previous to the impressici 
of the design, however, a lithographic impre­
sión was made to tint the paper on the surface 
These impressions, which vary considerably in in­
tensity, give the stamps an oily appearance. Somt 
specimens of the first two values of the series (the ic 
vermilion and the 2c. violet) have been found with 
the impression on the wrong side of the paper. Thii 
is to say they have been found with the desigr 
printed on the white surface of the paper, while tht 
lithographed surface (which ought to have been oi 
the face of the stamps) is on the back.

The impression of the design proper was made b 
surface printing, and this work was carried out b 
M. Richard’s firm in Paris.

The postmarks, which are to be found on tht 
stamps of this series, consist of two concentric circle- 
Within the inner circle is the date in three lines,
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jiving tìie day, month, and the year. Between the 
I two lines of circumference is the name of the post 

town. These obliterations mostly bear the following 
inscriptions : —

Port au Prince. 1 1aiti.
Cap Haitién, Haiti.
Les Cayes. Haili.
Jacmel. Haiti.

The quantities that were printed of the stamps of 
this issue were as follows :—

ic., 300,000. 5c., 150,000.
2C-, 150,000. 7c., 250,000.
3c., 150,000. 20c., 25,000.
Total for the six values, 1,025,000.

In point of rarity the 20c. stamp naturally comes 
first, then the 5c., 7c., 3c., 2c., and ic. That the 5c. 
'stamp is rarer than the 7c. one is evidenced both by 
the corresponding numbers printed and the quotations 
in the current catalogues.

None of these stamps, however, are expensive. 
Indeed, there is not a single stamp of Hayti quoted 
a: a higher sum than 16/- (the 20c. of the issue 
under discussion) in one of the leading English
catalogues.

1881 S um m ary . Im p e rfo ra te .
Ic., vermilion on buff.*
2c., purple on mauve.
3c., bistre on buff.
5c., цгееп on light green.
7C., bitte on greyish.

20c., brow n on yellowish.

'The second colour, printed in italics, represents the shade of 
ttie lithographic impression with which the paper is tinted.
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CHAPTER III.
T he  L ib e rty  Head S e rie s—P e rfo ra te d . 1882-3.

This first series of Haytk 
stamps remained in use in tk 
imperforate condition until th; 
latter end of 1882, when sois; 
of the values appeared with ¡ 
perforation gauging 13Ţ  Alit·.· 
stamps of the series are ra 
known to have been uniform, 

perforated until more than a year later.

The design on the stamps of this perforated emissio: 
is in every respect similar to that on the imperforati 
issue of 1S81. The mode of printing, size of tk 
complete sheet and arrangement of panes remains 

/ unchanged. The plugs, however, that were used fer 
placing within the pierced shield for denoting tb 
value of the stamps vary very much more than di: 
those of the earlier issue. A glance at a smi 
quantity of stamps of the same denomination of th 
issue will show very clearly some of the more market 
differences in the impression of the figures denote 
value. In this series also are to be found mos 
frequently than in the earlier issue cases of droppe:! 
raised, and slanting figures. Again, the broken, ber: 
and imperfect shields are more commonly met wić
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in this issue. The greater frequency of these varia­
tions in the impressions is undoubtedly due to the 
fact that the plates from which these specimens were 
printed were the same that had already been used for 
minting the earlier emission. Continued wear and 
.he use of the same electrotypes to print each of the 
values naturally caused additional defects in the 
plates and in the resultant impressions.

The paper used in the production of this issue is 
slightly thinner. To its white surface the tint 
impressions were applied by the lithographic process, 
as in the foregoing issue. On an average, however, 
the lithographic impressions are not so deep as in the 
imperforate issue, although some specimens may exist 
showing the tints in the deepest form.

Of the impression and the colours of these stamps 
he same remarks apply as those already given in 
onnection with the earlier issue.

To the philatelic varieties represented in the 
ammary of the 1881 emission are, in the case of this 
¡¡sequent issue, to be added those varieties due to 

he irregular working of the perforated machine causing 
occasional double perforation, and sometimes 

émitting the perforation on one or more of the sides 
bf the stamp.

There is no complete record that can be applied to 
his series of stamps with regard to the number sup- 
iked to the Haytian postal authorities, M. Richard



20

(ut supra), however, in 1SS3 sent 
quantities to the Republic :—

the followin.

IC., 206,000
2C., 105,000
3C., 70,000
5c-> .............................. 157,000
7c., 71,000

20C », 33,000

Total, 642,000
If more than these quantities were 

no evidence to denote the number.*
printed, there:

S um m ary  1882. L ib e rty  Head S eries . P e rfo ra ted  13·
ic., vermilion on buj) i 
2c., purple on ¡miuz:е.
Зс., bistre on buff.
5c., bright green on lightgrtm .
7c., Antwerp blue on ulti amarine ash.

20c., red brown on buff.
Issue o f  1883 .

The next series of Haytian stamps İs an isst: 
similar in design and colour, but which lacks tit: 
lithographic surface impression, which was a featim 
of the earlier stamps. They are generally describe: 
as “  on white paper.” There is not the same extensiv 
variety of shades to be found in these stamps, tie 
probably to the smallness of die issue.

1883 S um m ary . No L ith o g ra p h e d  Im pression.
ic., vermilion. 5c., green.
2c., purple. 7c., blue.
3c., bistre.

* It is, however, very probable that more were printed,ł j 
this consignment was much smaller than the preceding 0' I 
quoted elsewhere. Not only so, but that these stamps were, 
use fora long time is evinced by the frequent occurrence 
postmarks on these dated as late as 18S7.
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The L ib e rty  Head S eries—Re-engraved 1886-7.

The next variation in the “  Liberty head ” type of 
Haytİ stamps was caused by the hard use to which 
the plates were put. It must be remembered that 
the plates already used had to serve not for stamps of 
one denomination only, but for the stamps of the 
entire series. The interchanging of the plugs that 
denote the numerals had the result of damaging the 
itlines of the shield to such an extent that the plates 

became in time quite unsuitable for further impres­
sions. Consequently new plates were required, and 
a new die was prepared. This time instead of piercing 
the shields on the plate as before, the numeral of 
ialite was included in the die itself—thus doing away 
with the necessity for changing the numerals in the 
plates.

In preparing the new die, several variations from 
the original design were made. First the shading on 
the face, instead of being composed of horizontal 
lines, now consists of dots arranged in lines, which 
may he said to run both horizontally and vertically. 
On the neck the lines are horizontal, while în the 
former issue they were oblique. The face on these 
stamps has not the “  full ” appearance that ¡s notice­
able in the preceding series. The lettering varies 
slightly, and there is an apostrophe after the 1) of
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D’Haiti instead of a dot. The figures are regular, anč 
there are no superfluous lines about the shield.

In other respects the stamps were produced in th* 
same manner as the preceding ones. They wer; 
printed in sheets of 300 stamps, divided up into sit 
panes of fifty stamps each. The paper is white, an: 
has a lithographed impression, which exists İn differer 
degrees of intensity. There are only two values c 
this re-engraved series, namely, the 1 centime and th; 
2 centime. The colour of the 1 centime varies fror 
bright vermilion to pale red, and that of the 2 centim;· 
from deep purple to pale violet.

It is estimated that about 310,000 of the íe., an: 
180,000 of the 2C. stamps were printed.

1886 S um m ary . T h e  R e-engraved Issue
lc., vermilion oil buff.
2c., purple on mauve.

1887. 6c. La rge  N um era l.

In 18S7 a new 5 centire; 
stamp was issued, combining i: 
its design the chief features of the 
issue just described. The numea 
value is considerably larger tha. 
that of the 5c. stamp in either th 
1S81 or the 1SS2 issues, and tb·-1 
lettering shows a slight variation 

also. Λ long apostrophe takes the place of the dt 
on the earlier issues after the letter I) of D’Haití'
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The lines of the ornaments upholding the shield are 
not so pronounced on this new stamp, causing the 

; ornaments to appear somewhat different. The paper 
ís the same as before, being white with a tinted litho- 

! graphic impression. The colour is green, and varies 
: from deep to yellow-green.

1887 S um m ary. La rge  N um era i.
5c.. deep green on ¿men.
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CHAPTER V.
T h e  P res iden t S a lom on  S eries, 1887-1890. 

Issue o f  1887.

The next issue of Haytia 
stamps hears as its distinguish«; 
feature the portrait of Preside 
Salomon, “  a notorious sedan 
of snake worship, beneath whose 
iron hand the country groans 
for years, and public execution 
and robbery were the order 
the day.”*

As already mentioned, when Hnsyti first joined ώ 
Postal Union in 1 881, President Salomon was aversi 
to the representation of his features on the stamps c 
the Republic. Yet in 18S7 he suffered a change c 
be made in the then current stamps, and a new sérií 
bearing his portrait was put forward.

According to a correspondent of M. Victor Fir 
drin, the reason for this reversal of the President 
views on stamp portraiture is a curious one.

When the first series of stamps bearing the header 
Liberty were put into circulation some one in th: 
island stated that the head on the stamp resemble:!

“ Ilesketh I’rilchard, “ Where Iilack rules While.”
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t'at of Madam Salomon. By and by this statement 
spread, and one journal pointedly remarked that "the 
Tresident would not have his portrait on the stamps, 
küt he put his wife’s on instead. That is not what he
Ibis asked for.’·

This was one only of many similar attacks on the 
President, whose numerous enemies were quick to 
take up the cry.

Salomon was finally bound to admit that the like­
ness, by a singular coincidence, was very marked, 
and at last agreed to the portrayal of his features on 
■ he issue of i SS7.

The central feature of the design is the full-face 
portrait of the President, who bears on his coat and 
font three decorations. Two shields in the upper 
toraers enclose numerals of value, while a third, 
»earing a similar numeral, is placed below the portrait 
oval. The inscription H A IT I, in outline capitals, 
occupies the top line, while the value in words is in- 
icribed on a curved band which is intersected by the 
third shield containing the numeral of value. T here 
ire two scroll ornaments beneath the band containing 
the latter inscription. With the exception of the one 
centime stamp all the word inscriptions of value are 
in Mock capitals, and appear once only on each stamp. 
■The words “  UN CENT,” which appear twice on the 
(tamp, are in sans-serif capitals.

The stamps are well printed, and the series consists 
Of stamps of four denominations—one, two, three,
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and five centimes. Each of these has its distinctiv; 
colour, viz., lake, violet, blue, and green respective.; 
The last two of these colours cannot be said to van 
much, though the one centime lake and two centim; 
violet are found in numerous shades. As is frequent 
the case with stamps printed in violet, it is difficult' 
get specimens of the stamps in the true original shade 
It is possible to form a long and distinctive series. 
violet shades, and equally possible to arrange anoth; 
series of purple tints. The one centime stamp varit 
in hue from deep lake to salmon pink.

These stamps are all on stout white paper, andı» 
thickly encrusted on the back with a yellows; 
mucilage. The perforation, which is clear as 
regular, gauges 14. The stamps are somewhat large 
than those of previous issues, and have a brighter a:: 
more finished appearance. None of the stamps è 
this series have yet attained any degree of rarity, bí 
there is little likelihood of any large quantity j 
remainders being suddenly thrown upon the marke. 
If there were any remainders they would proba! 
have been sold by the Haytian authorities before no» 
They have already disposed of some disused stock : 
later issues, and it is not likely that any latent stod 
of the “  Head of Salomon ” type would be pasir: 
over when raising funds by the sale of remainders.

Minor varieties of these stamps (apart from shad; 
are scarce. The 3 centimes blue stamp İs known .
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ţ\;s! imperforate. The 5c. green is also known in 
[his condition, but it may be a proof.

Summary 1887 Issue. Head o f  S a lom on, 
i centime deep lake, 
a centimes violet blue.
5 ,, indigo.
5 ,, deep green.

1890 P rov is iona l S tam p.

Throughout all the issues of 
Haytian stamps there is ample 
evidence that the 1 centime and 
2 centimes stamps were the most 
widely used. All the surcharges 
which have been found necessary 
to alter the facial value of any of 
the stamps have consisted in the 

•verprinting of a higher value in order to reduce it to 
the 2 centimes denomination. The surcharges are 
all similar, and consist of a bold figure “ 2 ,” above 
jthich is the w.ord DEUX and below CENT, in 
bbok capitals.

It was three years alter the appearance of the 
Salomon type of Haytian stamps that the stock of two 
Centimes stamps became exhausted. It was therefore 
decided lo issue a provisional stamp in the form of a 
¿rcharge on one of the higher values pending the 
Completion of the new series which did not appear 
emil the following year. The surcharging was done 
by means of a hand stamp, and the results form a
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lasting testimony to the carelessness of the postal oftj 
who was entrusted with the task of surcharging J  
stamps. All sorts of freak surcharges of this s: j |  
exist. There are double and even triple surchii; 
others are deficient in one or more of the Iec; 
which go to make up the overprint, while others:, 
the surcharges inverted or printed side ways, 
first or last letters of D EU X are frequently mi: 
(D EU  or EUX), and similarly the first and . 
letters of CEN T, are sometimes absent.

Another error is the omission of the sürek: 
entirely from one or more oí the stamps on the s- 
This, of course, is distinguishable when the st­
are in pairs, one of the pair being surcharged 
not the other.

The surcharge was only applied to one stam; 
the Salomon head type. This İs the three cent: 
blue on which the overprint İs in red.

From time to time there have been suggestief 
the existence of an error in the colour of the 
charge, and that it was to be found in black. T- 
is no reliable authority for accepting these sugget: 
of the existence of such a variety. In all proba': 
the supposed existence of a black surcharge has: j 
caused by the dark appearance of some oí 
surcharges through oxidisation. It is well hr. 
that red, owing to its metallic origin, is one o: 
worst of colours when exposed for any great tin;



L  air. It frequently happens that these red sur- 
L j-j.cs have a dull brown or a rust-red appearance, 
L í ¡t is just possible that the oxidisation has in 
Lie cases gone so far as to produce what to the 
Lrained eye appears to be a black surcharge.

1890 S um m ary. Red S urcha rge ,

z centimes on 3c., indico.
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CHAPTER VI.
T h e  Palm  S e r ie s -B ra n c h e s  O u tsp read , 1891-2.

Like the life of the poi:;· 
man in Gilbert and Suliin; 
opera, the life of the l'resfe 
of the Haytian Republic was a: 
a happy one. For many years; 
President has actually died 
office, the majority being assi- 
inated, dethroned, exiled, 

driven to commit suicide. Salomon’s end was (so;, 
as the Presidency of Hayti was concerned) his fi .: 
to Cuba, sadly wounded by his sometime subject 
During the latter part of his reign he enjoyed lití 
popularity, and was the subject of much enn;;: 
liven the presence of his portrait on the stamp- 
the 1887 issue gave rise to many jealousies, and it. 
not surprising to find that after a comparatively she 
run the Salomon head type comes to an abre: 
conclusion. When he was obliged to flee, 
was not convenient to the new powers to conţin. 
using the stamps with the Ex-President's portrait 
but they could not well afford a new scries until tit- 
old stamps had been used up. It is related that thf 
got over the difficulty by insisting on the Salom:; 
stamps being affixed to the letters and postal packet
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|..:de down. It is said that letters bearing the 
i 3mps the right way up were in some cases charged 
írj! le postage on delivery, just as though no postage 
fcd been paid.

In lieu of the President’s poitrait on the next issue 
the central feature of the design is formed by 

#e Arms of the Republic, a much more stable 
•  trade mark” than the head of a President which 
light at any moment be disconnected from the other 
4 members.”

The Arms of the Haytian Republic show a palm 
(tev, with branches outspread, and two guns pointing 
1  opposite directions from the palm tree. A back- 
jr md is formed by several republican flags and two 
ţ  ars In the front are two anchors, one on each 
ide of a drum. The palm tree, it should he men­
tioned, is surmounted by a representation of the Cap 
oí Liberty as typical of republican freedom.
Ί The Arms design is enclosed in a circular scroll 
bprder, ornamented with leaf decorations. In the 
Lo upper corners are large shield designs, from each 
of which the figure of value stands boldly out 
i Joining the two shields is a small band, on which 
il inscribed “ C E N T .,” being, of course, the con­
tention for centime. A white oblong tablet stretches 
¿ross the whole length of the design at the foot­
ed bears the inscription “ Republique D’Haiti.”

The perforation of these stamps is 13. A much 
thinner and lighter mucilage was used for the gum-
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ming of these stamps than for those of the last isr¿ 
The facial values of the stamps ranged from i to- 
centimes, the colours being purple (íe.), blue (2c 
lilac (3c.), orange (5c.), red (7c.). There are shat 
of all these colours, but they are by no means * 
numerous as those of the previous issues, as there, 
not so much solid colour on these stamps as onta 
earlier ones. Thus the shades are less noticeable.

Of varieties there are few, The ic., 3c., and y. 
exist imperforate vertically, while the 7c. is known; 
the imperforate condition.
S um m ary . 1891—Palm  Series. B ranches Outsprec

1 centime, purple.
2 centimes, blue.
3 centimes, lilac.
3 centimes, slate.
5 centimes, orange.
7 centimes, vermilion.

1892. Red S urcha rge .
As in the ease of the previous issues the supplyз 

2 centime stamps first became exhausted, and the] 
centime lilac stamp was accordingly surcharged w: 
the usual “ Deux 2 Cents.” hand stamp. This *- 
done in 1892.

S um m ary  1892. Red S urcharge.
2c. on 3c., lilac.
2c. on 3c., slate.



CHAPTER VII.
The Palm S e rie s—B ranches D ro o p in g , 18Θ3.

In 1893 the stamps of the 
palm  type underwent a modifica­
tion in design. In the last series 
the palm tree, which forms the 
central portion of the design of 
the arms of the Haytian Republic, 
had its branches outspread. In 
the altered design the branches of 

Ihe palm are drooping. An additional branch was added 
lo the palm in the new design, making ten brain lies 
îr. all, instead of nine as in the 1891 issue. The 
lemaining portion of the arms design has been 
«lightly darkened and contracted, giving the stamps a 
Inure finished if less artistic appearance. The two 
tuns occupy the same position in the foreground with 
the drum and anchors as they did in the previous 
«sue, and the background is formed by the arrange­
ment of five flags and a spear on each side of the 
balm tree. The cap of Liberty which surmounts the 
■ aim tree is biought into greater prominence in this 
»sue than in the last by the re-arrangement of the 
falm blanches.
I The frame design, in which is enclosed the new 
Irms design, is similar in all respects to that of the 
»sue of 1891, and the numerals of value remain 
■ nchanged also. The colours have been varied and 
In additional stamp (the 20 centimes one) included in

33



34

the series. All the colours, save that of the i cernir,·, 
are of a regular shade, the íe. purple varying fron ; 
purple to a brown lilac shade.

It is on the margins oí this series that the mctbtc 
of numerical registration of sheets is first noted. T: 
stamps are perforated 14, and although there ï  
innumerable varieties caused by deficient perforáln­
ia the following issue, this emission is comparativi 
free from them. The 1 centime exists mi perfori 
all round, and the 3 centimes lilac stamp has be 
found imperforate vertically.

Of the inscriptions on these stamps the first Id- 
word ( '¡.ní ) is in block capitals, and the orb 
(“ Republic D’H aiti”) is in tall thin letters, a vr 
prominent apostrophe being used after the letter I)

The paper on which these stamps are print: 
appears to be of a whiter surface than that oí. 
former issue, and is somewhat thicker. Urn 
gummed the paper is very liable to crack, and з 
least crease makes an ugly crack in the paper.

It is in connection with this issue that the i 
reference has to he made to the sale of Hap 
remainders. Until within a few years hack 
conduct of the Post Office in Hayli was all that co: 
he desired even by a stamp collector, but there· 
not wanting at the present time unmistakable s- 
that the Republic has been influenced by the pi i 
made by the neighbouring Republic of St. Don,4 
out of the sale of postage stamps. On only '
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'casions, however, so Гаг as can be ascertained, bas 
úe Ciovcrnment sold lhe stocks of remainders to 
; latdic speculators. The chief reason for this 
ercim· moderation on the part of a small republic 

a ill protáhly be found in the suggestion that they 
lave scarcely had any remainders to sell. In a recent 
оелгапгс of old stock, however, the oiticials came 
.-toss a parcel of the sheets of the 20 centime brown 
c.amp of the issue under consacratimi. These were 
old, t '"other with several other lots to he named 

|l vTcafter, to an American stamp-dealer, and the only 
patement as to the number of stamps thus sold that 
Iran he obtained is the vague information that the 
¡apply was “ very limited.” As, however, they are 
É ¡a" offered for sale in considerable quantities, it 
iiotrltl appear as though the number was by no means 
Imali. These were sold at a figure well under the 
facial value, and are being retailed at a low ¡irice also. 
I p to the present date, however, none of the other 
ramps of the series have been sold as remainders, 
lud it is to he assumed that there are none left in 
Luck at the Post Office, or they would have been 
cleared out at the same time that the 20 centimes 
kamps were sold.
jurnmary Issue o f 1893. B ranches of Palm  D ro o p in g .

1 cemime purple.
2 centimes indigu.
3 centimes lilac grey.
5 centimes и range.
7 centimes scarlet.

20 centimes brown.
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CHAPTER VIII.
T h e  Palm  S e rie s—B ranches D ro o p in g , 1896-98

In 1896 the dies were re-engraved and the stair,t 
were printed in new colours. There are several mi: 
points in which the new stamps differed from those: 
1893, although tlicry are most readily distinguish;:: 
by their colours. The inscriptions have been slig:.. 
varied in the re-engraving. The “ C ” in Cent, it:: 
so well rounded. The words “  Republique d’Hr. 
which were displayed in the previous emission 
elongated capitals, are on this series in square capia 
making the inscription appear to be more spread . 
In the numerals of value several variations occ 
These are chiefly noticeable in the i, 2, 5, and: 
centimes stamps. In the 1 centime stamp the a 
of the i extends out from the stem of the figurer 
than does the serif in the last issue. The ball of: 
numeral 2 in the two centimes stamp of 1S9: 
different from that of the 1893 issue. The line 
which it is formed in the previous issue falls air: 
perpendicularly, while in the 1896 issue İt curve 
ward, giving the figure a more curved and gra« 
form. There is no noticeable variation between: 
figures 3 on these two scries, but the 5 has a she 
stroke at the top in the later issue. It hi: 
elongated appearance, while the figure 5 in the prev
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şsue was well rounded and adequately filled the shield 
\ ‘ ж е  allotted to it. The figure 7 is not varied, but 

■he line forming the ball of the 2 in 20, on the highest 
! valued stamp of the series, curls inwards instead of 
3 dropping almost straight down as it did in the 
: -evious issue. The bar at the foot of the figure is 
■-.orter than in the earlier stamps.

The shading of the design is slightly deeper than 
] :n the case of the previous issue, and this has the 
: v-fTect of showing up the outlines of the design more 
■. porously than before.

The colour of the 1 centime stamp varies from a 
Jit turquoise to a deep blue-green. That of the 

: centimes stamp ranges from light orange-brown to a 
reddish chocolate-brown. The 3 centimes stamp is 
printed in a drab-lilac colour which varies considerably 
π intensity of shade. The colour of the 5 centimes 
-tamp is slate green, and varies but slightly in shade.
1 he colour of the 7 centimes stamp varies from a 

I -ht toa brownish-grey, and the 20 centimes stamp 
9 varies in tint from a pale orange colour to a brick-
■ red.

The paper on which the stamps of this issue are 
j  anted is somewhat thinner than that of the last
■ J  series, and the adhesive matter is but a slight layer of 
Я 'bin gum in the place of the thick cracking mucilage

that was used for the last issue.

The perforation of the stamps is 13Ą.
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It is in this series of stamps that the first rea 
formidable array of minor varieties of perforati 
occur. They are very numerous in this issue, Th 
exist imperforate, and partly imperforate, and in sor; 
cases have double and triple perforations.

Λ curious stamp in the album of the writer is ; 
specimen of the i centime stamp which has bet: 
surcharged with the familiar superscription ‘ Deux: 
Cents.” in red and partially washed off.

At no time in the history of the Haytian 1’ 
Office have stamps of a low face value been sr 
charged in order to raise the nominal value. It ha 
always been the practice to use the surcharge ' 
reduce rather than raise the value. There is r 
official emission of such a surcharge, and one c·: 
only surmise that its issue was caused either by car·, 
lessness or by fraud on the part of a postal offici: 
The familiar hand-stamp for surcharging the :: 
centimes orange stamp of this issue would lie lying;· 
the office, and any employee might take it into h· 
head to use it for the purpose of manufacturing: 
variety that, so far as the writer lias ascertained, 
unique. The stamp is unused, and someone no; 
familiar with the love of the philatelist has been tryir. 
to rul) away the intruding superscription.

Another curious variety that is evidently caused ’ 
a deficiency in the inking of the plates is that whic 
shows the xalue in the shields of the i centin', 
stamp in outline numerals.
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The rerent sale of remainders by the Haytian 
• .stai authorities chiefly affects the issue now under 

.nsideration. T he stamps of this series, of which 
■ mainders have been sold, are the 3, 5, 7, and 20 
oitimes ones. The entire lot of the remainders 
ive been sold to an American dealer, and no details 

of the number or of the price at which they were 
=old have been stated.

Sum m ary. Issue o f 1896 . Re-engraved.
1 centim е, lieht blue,
2 centimes, red-brown, 

drab-lilac, 
slate-green.
В rey- 
.»range.

18 9 8  S u rch a rg e d  in red

Tiie need for an extra supply 
of 2 centimes stamps was again 
felt in 1S98, and the remainders 
of the two 20 centimes stamps 
of the 1893 and 1896 issues 
were overprinted with the usual 
“  Deux 2 Cent.” surcharge, which 
was applied in red.

S um m ary 1898. S u rcha rged  in red.
2 centimes on 20 centimes, brown.
2 ,, 20 ,, orange.

fwffUBlKJUF 0 H/Tnj
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CHAPTER IX.
T he  P rov is iona l S eries o f  1898.

The sixth issue of Hayta; 
Stamps opens a new epoch ; 
the philatelic history of this R; 
public. It is the first series 
these Stamps into which an 
“ stamp dealing for collector- 
has been introduced, and co- 
sequently to the philatelist itta 
but little interest.

The new stamps were issued in March, 1898, ar, 
bear a new design, the central feature of which is s: 
the arms of the Republic. Hitherto on the stan; 
showing the “ arms ” of Hayti the palm tree des:;· 
has been on a plain white background, but in f 
scries now under consideration the background is ? 
graved with horizontal lines.

The arms design is Smaller and more compact tte 
that of the former issue, and the frame consists of 1 
arched curve above, and of an ornamental leaf-то 
design below.

The numerals in the last issue were in colour и 
the white backgrounds of the shield design, but inti 
series they stand out in white on a coloured circuì;
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background enclosed in a somewhat ornamental
lorder.

There is one numeral on each side of the top 
jcrtion of the stamp, and connecting the two circles 
Containing the figure is a hand of colour hearing in 
»hite the contraction “  Cent.”

On an oblong tablet below is the following inscrip­
tion of two lines :—

KKl’UIll.lOUK.

d’H A ITI.
This is the only series on which two lines are 

d voted to this inscription, for on the earlier stamps 
bearing the ‘ arms” design the inscription was in one 
Joe of small capitals. In the Liberty head series it 
las in one circular band, while on the type showing 
i.e head of President Salomon the name “ Haiti ” 
f  one was used.

The paper is thinner and whiter tiran that of the 
previous issue, and the gum is but a thin coating of a 
Colourless mucilage. These are the only stamps of 
Baiti that are on watermarked paper. The water­
mark shows the initials of the “  Republique d’Haiti,” 
lamely, К.П. The letters are large capitals of an 
elongated Grecian pattern.

The gauge of the perforations of these stamps is 11, 
» 1 is uniform throughout.

The stamps, which are of attractive appearance, 
fere engraved in taille douce by the Compagnie 
Ihnraise des papiers Monnaies. The imprint of



this well-known stamp-producing company is to - 
seen on the lower margin of each sheet of the star 
Each sheet consisted of too stamps in ten rows of'- 
labels each.

Of the colours of these stamps it may be said :. 
they are among the brightest of tints. The 
centime stamp is printed in an attractive shade . 
ultramarine, and the two centime stamp is in а г 
less pretty brown rose. The three centime stan 
in rather an uncommon philatelic shade of v. 
The five centime stamp is in the usual green col . 
which has been used for all the five centime star 
of Hayli except two. These exceptions, it will b-.· 
membered, were in the issues of 1891 and г 
when in each case the colour was orange The so- 
centime stamp is in grey, and the twenty centime 
is printed in light orange.

Of minor varieties there are only a few. Thea 
centime stamp is frequently found with a perfora:: 
through the centre, hut this is obviously a cáseo: 
accurate setting of the perforating machine, and: 
not intended for a “  bisected provisional,” as s : 
collectors have supposed.

An interesting variety of the five centime sta: 
shows a distinct double impression. The Compar 
Française des papiers Mommies pi inted the follo» 
quantities of these stamps : -Of the one centimer 
three centimes stamps, 20,000 each ; of the 
centimes, 500,000 ; of the five centimes, 440,0:·



I ; of the stven and twenty centime stamps, to.ooo 
ft h.

these would not seem exorbitant numbers for one 
İS : of stamps, but when the fact is taken into con- 
g :,ition that it was really only a provisional issue, 
tf numbers were needlessly great. I he issue was 
•  '·. ¡nit forward in order to serr e the postal needs of 
ţ  Republic until the full series showing the Presi­
di : s portrait then in preparation by the American 
Łnk Note Co. was ready.

hiked, in (he same year the new series was ready 
»η! issued even before they had required to draw 
iq :i the stock of t, 3, 7, and 20 centime stamps of 

March (1S9S) series. All that time the post 
of\ s  held sufficient slocks of the previous (1S96) 

[*  : of these four denomiations. So that there was 
;á v no use for the t, 3, 7, and 20 centimes stamps 
!■  tais series.

! he result of this unnecessary printing was that 
A ; were soon transferred to the hands of a private 
JjŁculator Ibr philatelic purposes. The 1, 3, 7, and 
»  M-ntinu s stamps were never sold at the post offices 
Щ the ordinary way, but almost the entire issue of 
:%:ti was sold to a private speculator.
■ According to a correspondent of the Monthly 

Arm  1/, 650 (of each) were forwarded to lierne to 
Шке the issue legal in the eyes of the Poslal Union, 
ж- were given away to friends by the Director of the 
ilytian Post Office, and the remaining 9000 were

4 3
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retained by the person who bought the stock, In; 
case of the i centime and 3 centimes stampst:.- 
would be a surplus of 19,000 instead of 9000 for u. 
to the speculator. They are evidently being 
loaded ” with care, for they are rarely to be hai 
prices that are not well inflated.

It is interesting to note, however, that the : 
office piasses these stamps when franking letters ·; 
as though they were of full postal value. T: 
accounts for the used specimens that are occasioni 
seen.

The other two stamps, the 2 centimes brown* 
and the 5 centimes green, were used to a consider; 
extent, though not nearly to the extent of the mır 
printed. Λ great number of them were solo 
remainders a few yeats ago.

S um m ary. Issue o f  M arch , 1898. Watermarked!!
P e rfo ra ted  11.

1 centime ultramarine.
2 centimes brown-rose.
3 centimes violet.
5 centimes green.
7 centimes grey.

20 centimes orange.
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CHAPTER X
The P res ident Sam Series, 1 8 9 8 -9 9

The stamps last described were, as already stated, 
ív,vrtly issued for a brief space of lime while a com­
pete and elaborate series was being prepared. The 
] reduction of the new stamps was entrusted to the 
American Bank Note Company, a firm which makes 
е general practice of inscribing its name under each 
camp. The stamps are quite different from all 
turnier issues, and the most important change is the 
•portrayal on some of the stamps of the then head of 
tiic Haytian Republic. The last and only real portrait 
that had hitherto appeared on the stamps of Hayli 

jwas that of Salomon, whose ignominous flight 
ended his presidential career not long after the stamps 
m question had been issued. Since then two im-
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portant leaders had passed through terms of oř-; 
as President. The immediate successor to Salor · 
was General Legitime, who, like his unhappy ;·■ 
decessor, was compelled to take refuge in flir 
When he (led to New York, President Ilippe · 
succeeded to the headship of the State. This H 
polyte, although he was the fourteenth President > 
the Black Republic, was the first and only’ one» 
actually died a natural death while in office, and ni 
being a particularly humane ruler it was more Ihr 
likely that he died before his political enemies hr 
sent him in the road his predecessors trod. К 
successor, General Sam, proved a more worthy in­
in every way, acquiring Iris unenviable distinction; 
1896.

President 'Piresias Augustin Simon Sam is h 
subject of the design on the second series of porta 
stamps issued by the Haytian Republic, To amp!.· 
the stamp portrait, the following pen picture of : 
President may be quoted from Ilesketh Pritchard 
“  Where Pdaek rules White: ” :—

“ When 1 passed the white palace the Preside: 
was silling on the balcony playing draughts. Hu 
a full-blooded negro, with a heavy face and hut 
negro mouth, set between a grey beard and grey ha 
brushed up from his forehead. He must weigh do- 
upon r 8 stone. He is a superlative specimen of h 
race, and the black faction in Hayti have at lea 
secured an admirably representative figurehead. 1



¡ au· th:' clear it must be explained that Hayti Гог 
: .c black, as differentiated from the mulatto or 
, 1 aired man, is the watchword of the great majority 

I  in the Republic.”
The same writer refers to the superiority of 

i л rader of President Sam. He says :

¡ “ There is in the constitution a law abolishing the 
jenalty of death for political misdemeanours, but it 
vas ignored by every President without exception who 
l as held power in the island until (ieneral Sam, who 
;■  now at the head of the Government, came into 
chce. To his credit be it said that he usually sends 
l.w political enemies to prison instead of shooting 
! л-m out of hand against the crumbling arsenal wall, 
.'’ar tlu- immortal principles of his predecessors, 
¡Salomon and Hippolyte. I could name one gentle­
man at least who, if lie succeeds to the presidential 
Pair, which is quite on the cards, will revive the good 
Pd customs of the past.”

The portrait of President Sam, on the new stamps 
i Hayti, showed a semi profile of the head and bust 

of the chief of State. He is in military uniform, and 
his features have a somewhat fierce expression. The 
portrait is enclosed in a circle, which occupies the 
upper portion of the stamp, and is surim unte«! by a 
semi-circular band containing the inscription R k- 
I’fiii.tgUK ο’ Ι Ιλ π ι. In each corner of the stamp is 
the figure denoting the value, and the lower portion 
of the design consists of a part of the “ arms” of the
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Republic. Across the bottom of the slamp is ц. 
word centim e or cen tim es, spelt, for the first timei 
the history of the Haytian stamps, in full.

All the stamps of the series, however, do not sha 
the President’s portrait. A few show a large and» 
type of the arms design. The chief feature of tha 
stamps is the design of the arms occupying a posila 
similar to the portrait on the other specimens. Ъ 
motto of the Republic appears for the first time 
these stamps, and is perhaps scarcely appropri 
when the unhappy internal troubles of the cour 
are taken into consideration. It is in I'rench- 
“ L ’U nion ελίτ ι.λ F ouce.” The word ‘ ‘ centime 
is on a curved band at the bottom of the de·: 
instead o( a straight one as on the portrait stamps.

The series consists of stamps of twelve denom:: 
tions. The portrait type was used at first for aí 
these except the fourth, seventh, eighth, and nh 
stamps of the series. A distinctive colour was ca 
for each value, and the stamps were printed in shs 
of too. The stamps are of a large oblong shap 
and the gauge of the perforation is 12 through« 
The perforation, as also the shades of the stamps, 
uniform. I have never seen an undoubtedly impc 
forate specimen of any of the stamps, although 
have several which are said to he sucii variet« 
Previous issues have included stamps of 20 centim 
in value ami less, and it is in this issue that the val; 
gourde appears for the first time. The gourde isti
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lominai equivalent of the American dollar, and con- 
■sts of юз centimes, which are equivalent not to 

j  ench centimes, but to American cents. In nearly 
■ tery Ollier matter the Haytians have adopted French 
Principles, but so far as money is concerned they 
Lve imitated the United States.

Şummary Issue o f  1898- T w o  Types. P o rtra it o f  

P res ident and A rm s  D esign.

1 centime, ultramarine, President's portrait.
2 centimes, orange, President’s portrait.
3 centimes, green, President’s portrait.
4 centimes, red, arms design.
5 centimes, red-brown, President's portrait.
7 centimes, grey, President’s portrait.
S centimes, carmine, arms design, 

to centimes, orange-red, arms design.
15 centimes, olive, arms design.
20 centimes, black. President’s portrait.
50 centimes, rose-brown, President’s portrait.

I gourde, lilac, President’s portrait.

Issue o f  1898.

Among the stamps of the 
scries printed for the Haytian 
Republic by the American 
Bank Note Company were 
four labels denoting the 
amount due on the delivery 
of a letter in case of insuffi­
cient or entire neglect of pay­
ment ofpostage. These stamps,

Unpaid Stamps.
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which are of the 2, 5, 10, and 50 centime denomij 
tions, are all of a similar design. They are admir̂  
examples of labels issued for the purpose of denet 
postage due, the central feature of the design a 
sisting of a bold and readily distinguishable nuraq 
denoting the number of centimes demanded bp 
Post Office. The stamps are similar in size to; 
other stamps of the American Bank Note Compr 
series, being of the upright oblong pattern, andet: 
specimen bears the firm’s imprint in small cap:; 
beneath the stamp design.

The numeral of value stands boldly out upo; 
finely engraved background of networked des; 
enclosed in a rectangular frame.

The bands at the top and bottom give the me 
“ C h if f r e ” and “ T a x e ” respectively, while atei 
side is the word “ Postes.” At each of the h 
corners the initials of the Republic d’Haiti, R> 
are given in small squares. Under the numeral: 
curved band bearing the two-lined inscription “Cs 
times a P ercevoir,” as on the familiar “ unpa 
stampus of the French Republic. The colour of: 
two centime stamp is a greenish-black, of the : 
centime stamp an orange-brown, the ten centim; 
bright orange, and the fifty centime slate. 1Ì 
shades of each of the colours are quite uniform.

The gauge of the perforation is the same as 
the prepaid postage stamps of the series of ň 
namely, 12.
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Summary. Issue o f 1898- Postage due.

2 centimes, greenish-black.
5 centimes, orange-brown, 

to centimes, orange.
50 centimes, slate.

Issue o f 1899- Postal U n ion  C o lou rs .

The recommendations of the Conference of the 
Universal Postal Union at Washington, with regard 

I ju the uniformity of the colours of all stamps of 
I -tain denominations, gave occasion for a change of 
C »lour and type of three of the postage stamps of the 
İ89S issue.

These were the 1 centime, 2 and 5 centimes stamps, 
which were all produced by the American Bank Note 
Company in the new colours, the type being changed 
1 5 the arms design at the same time.

The new colours are yellow-green for the 1 
fj intime stamp, lake for the 2 centimes, and light blue 
fcr the 5 centimes stamps. The gauge and the 
lerforation and the size are uniform with those of the 
irevious issue.

lummary. Issue o f  1899. Postal U n ion  C o lou rs . 
A rm s  Design.

i  I centime, yellow-green,
i 2 centimes, lake.

5 centimes, light-blue.I
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CHAPTER XI.
T he  “ P rov is iona l G o v e rn m e n t"  Series, 1902.

There were during lyoo several rumours «he 
gave rise to the belief that the stamps of the last sers 
had been withdrawn. These were to some ate 
based on the information that a quantity of the star; 
being consigned to the Haytian postal authorities ·.< 
the American Bank Note Co. had been stolen.

The story will be best understood from the folia 
ing two quotations from correspondence addressed : 
the Editor of MekeePs Weekly Stamp Nervs. Ch 
correspondent wrote :—

“ A gentleman just arrived from Hayti informsa 
that the entire recent issue has been declared v« 
The reason of this is said to be that a case of staru 
shipped to the Haytian (îovernment by the Amera 
Bank Note Co., on the steamer Andes, about a mod 
ago, was rifled of its contents while in transit. Ъ 
purser of the ship was said to he implicated, к 
stolen stamps were placed on the market in H.: 
the Second Director of l ’ostes assisting in the s-; 
He is said to have sold the stolen stamps from: 
Post office at 50 percent, discount in Haytian mor.:

“  W hen the facts became known the postal offic; 
refused to recognise the stamps of this issue ¡ 
postage, and seized the stamps wherever found. T:
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-jn- was arrested and punished (à la Hayti). I am 
old that whatever property belonging to the guilty 
¡ardes can he found is seized and they are turned 
-drilt, frequently first receiving a flogging. The 
eternati ve would be wasting away uncared for in a 
pngeon. This would be less satisfactory to the officials, 
tad besides necessitating trial, conviction, etc.

" We were unable to learn what stamps are being 
t d. One informant demanded that his letters 
s ..uld be forwarded bearing the stamps which he had 
innocently bought off a postal official, and, being 
m American citizen, they acceded to his demands.”

Another letter appeared a short time afterwards 
( intradicting the chief statements in the foregoing 

¡Atter. According to the second correspondent the 
fallowing are the principal facts of the affair : —

"O n opening the 5 cases o f stamps received from 
Й к· American Bank Note Co. it was discovered that 
i me of the cases had been opened, the inner tin case 
9 ut open, and 2X7 sheets of 100 stamps each, of the 
s c. value, had been extracted therefrom. Notice o f 
j lis fact was sent to the American Bank Note Co. 
ft few days before the issue was placed on sale at the 
lost Office the Director General of Posts learned 
Şat some of these stamps had been offered and sold 
в a commercial house by a relative of a clerk era- 
loved in the steamship company’s office, and, on 
iquiry and search being made, some of these stamps 
■ ere found in the possession of the party accused and
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were seized. In the meanwhile the steamer, havzj 
left here for other ports in the island, reached Jara* 
a letter was given to the Jacmel courier, but, as ta 
couriers are foi bidden to deliver letters receive 
outside office direct, he handed it over to the Direca 
General. This letter proved to be from the afee 
mentioned clerk, and addressed to the purser ofs 
steamer, informing him that the theft had be 
discovered, and advising him not to return here.

“ A preliminary hearing of the case took pk 
before the examining judge (Juge d’Instruoti* 
whose function corresponds in a measure with tha:: 
the grand jury in the United States, but it sta 
sufficient proof was wanting to have the parties i 
plicated here held for trial. However, the clerk a 
been dismissed by the agent of the steamship cotnpr 
and I am told the agents in New York have done: 
same for the purser. No one has been flogged: 
has had their property seized, nor has any one 1« 
obliged to appeal to their American citizenship: 
have their letters, franked with these stamps, 
warded.”

The latter of these two communications mustkr 
been the more correct as the stamps remained : 
changed until the formation of the Provisional Go»-; 
ment and the downfall of President Sam.

Antenor Finnin, the Haytian plenipotentiary 
Paris, was recalled, and arrived in May, 1902, at0 
Haitién. The political situation of the Republic«
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I very grave one, and for some months a grievous
t vil war waged.

The whole series of stamps current 
tail May, 1902, were surcharged in 
back with the inscription MAI —
(:L Pre. —1902, in three lines, and 
inclosed in a lined border with 
Handed corners. Both the ordinary postage stamps 
tid the unpaid letter stamps received the surcharge.

All the usual abnormal varieties which are to be 
I and İ11 similarly overprinted stamps are to be found 

this series. The chief errors of surcharge are 
j luble, inverted, and broken impressions of the 
c erprint. Λ few have also been seen with the 
(rrchnrge in red instead of black.

S u m m a ry  1902 Irsue.
Revisionai G overnm ent, su rch a rg ed  on prev ious Issue.
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1 centime, yellow green.
2 centimes, lake.
3 1 · green.
4 Ił red.
5 1» light blue.
7 » » grey.
8 1 * carmine.

10 t 1 orange.
>5 1 1 olive.
20 ,, black.
50 » · rose-brown.

1 gourde, lilac.
Unpaid Stamps.

2 centimes, greenish-black,
S ,, orange-brown.

10 ,, orange,
io ,, slate.



CHAPTER XII.
T h e  C om m e m o ra tive  Series, 1904·.

The Independence of the Island of Hayti, as sut1 
in the introduction, was declared on January ist,i·:. 
The centenary of the event suggested to the Hay 
Government the idea of commemorating the ar: 
versary hy the issue of a series of stamps. The sehr 
was, of course, no new one, having been tried in к. 
other States, some of which are only too glad to L 
the excuse of a national commemoration for the i- 
of a new set of stamps to sell to collectors, and c- 
replenish their depleted treasuries.

When the idea of a commemorative scries was b 
mooted, it was decided to adopt a suggestion, wtr 
had been rejected by a former President— Salomo:- 
that portraits of the chief heroes of Hayti should 
depicted on the stamps.
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The distinguished blacks 
who are thus honoured on the 
commemorative series of 1904 
were Toussaint L'Ouverture, 
who refused to hand over the 
reins of government to the 
French when the peace of 
Hasle liad placed the entire 
island in the hands of that 

nation. He was betrayed and taken prisoner by the 
French, and died in captivity.

Dessalines was the first President—a negro ruler, 
hut without the administrative capacity of Toussaint. 
He was Imitai, corrupt, and venal. His end was 
assassination. Potion succeeded Dessalines. Unlike 
the majority of his successors, he died from fever. 
Thus the trio portrayed on this commemorative series 
is suggestive of patriotism on the part of these negro 
self-rulers, and displays to the outside world the 
founders of a republic which has not its parallel in the 
wide world-

The stamps were issued first with 
1 blue overprint applied by hand 
stamp, inscribed “ Poste Payé, 1S04- 
1904.” But afterwards they were 
issued without this disfigurement.
The story of the occasion for the use of this 
special mark seems to have been that, as the 
Haytian authorities would not or could not go to the

IMPOST Ü5 

I2  I’ M fE *
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expense of the production of the stamps themsdri 
M. Borno, a millionaire, kindly placed the necesa- 
funds at the disposal of the government. He vis::- 
Paris and gave the order for the manufacture ; 
100,000 sets of stamps to M. Cote, an engraver ¿a 
printer. These were despatched from the Hajtr 
Embassy in three consignments, and with the 1 
sending the plates were included. The latter те 
defaced by the postal authorities at Port au Prince

M. Borno, who was not to receive any cash pajare 
for the stamps, was instead to receive a portion . 
the issue. These were delivered to him in it: 
condition. To render M. Borno's stamps useless:: 
postal purposes, therefore, the Haytian Governine 
at first overprinted those which were to be sold ate 
post offices in Hayti, and only those thus marked τα 
available for postage. M. Borno, it would seem,:.: 
unjustly protested against this move, and persuac:. 
the Government to do away with the overprint. Th 
the stamps have been issued for postal purposes, bo: 
with the overprint and without it.

The stamps proper are bi-coloured, with the exet: 
tion of the i centime, which is the only one without 
portrait. It bears a design of the Arms of Hayti: 
place of the portrait. All are perforated 1 2.

It need hardly be said again here that the surcharp 
— especially as they were applied with hand stamps- 
are in all sorts of positions, and may be had with evej 
possible variation. There are also two types of Ď
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•cĥ r,:e which are impressed from two different 
jndstamps.

mmary 1 9 0 4 , Com m em orative Issue. P e rfo ra te d  
1 2 . Overprinted in Blue.

I cerime,· green (Arms design),
;  ct i times, fuse and black (Toussaint L'Ouverture), 
г „  blue and black ,,
- maroon and black (J. J . Dessalines),

to ,, Vellow and black ,,
20 ., slate and black (A. 1'etion).
г j ,, olive and black ,,

The Same. W ith o u t S u rcharge .

t centime, green.
2 centimes, rose and black.
a
7

io
2 0

to

blue and black, 
maroon and black, 
yellow and black, 
slate and black, 
olive and black.
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CHAPTER XIII.

The P resident N o rd  A le x is  S eries, 1904.

At lhe same time as : 
Вппю was ordering the ·„·. 
ceding series, he order« 
second series for general. 
with a portrait Upon all 
values of the present head 
the Republic, General X- 
Alexis.

President Nord Alexis was an old man when 
was elected to the Presidency in 1903, his aged, 
being eighty-three. He was the son of Baron X 
Alexis, a high dignitary in the reign of Ite 
Christophe, and colonel of one of the regiments of :: 
guard of the Prince Royal. The President's mte 
was a daughter of Baron I’avie, and a god daughtc 
the Emperor Dessalines.

The present Nord Alexis was horn at Cap Hat:..: 
on the 2nd August, 1820, and at the age of ninete 
commenced his military career—one of the few can ; 
open to Haytians— as a private in the Haytian infam.' 
and later passing into the cavalry. He became offe 
of gendarmes in 1843, and two years later olitami 
his captaincy, and was attached as aide-de-camp 1



t müilarv establishment of the Chief of State, then 
C :> ral Prince Louis Pierrot, whose daughter Amelia 

! I married.
■ İh· betaine adjutant at (’ap Haitién in 1S47, and 
t a the Umpire was founded took rank asa Chevalier 
ř old Nubility, and the two premier orders of the 
Í  Arc were conferred upon him. lie  had then 
ft:: mand of the communes of Plaine-du Nord and 
β· V· ul du Nord.

lu the Revolution of 1S65 lie fought against the 
1* .'miunaries, and along with Salita ve, Seïde Télé- 
j -.к·, and l.aforét, made an admirable but unsuc- 
t dul defence. Sainare and he were obliged to 
e lurk on the American boat De Soto, which 
t 1’; d them at Monte < liristy.

Il· returned with Sainare when the latter came into 
i.nvr in 1867, and suppressed the tacos Rebellion; 
t 1868 he became Minister of War for the Provisional 
(Avernmcnl of St. Marc, All through the many 
fiunges of rulership the fortunes of Nord Alexis rose 
»•id fell. Under the rule of Michel Hominguc lie 
» is tried by a ( Muncii of War at the instance of Septimus 
p.mieau, one of Michel’s supporters, and condemned 
I" fivv years' imprisonment. Later, in 18.So and 1883, 
t - persecutors again thrust him into prison.

Hi- furnier companion Seïde Télémaque sent for 
bin to assist him in a revolutionary movement in 
j'SS, and on President Salomon s llighl Télémaque 
»ad Legitime were both candidates for the Presidency.

( η
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l he two parties went to arms and Télémaque 
killed in the conflict. 'I he following year, unda -¿ 
Presidency of General Hippolyte, Nord Alexis t| 
made delegate extraordinary and returned to 
command. Hippolyte died in office, probably 
only instance of a President’s natural death in off. : 
Hayti’s history. 'I iresias Augustus Simon Sam · 
ceived the public vote, and Nord Alexis <ontir.·,: 
in his duties.

Then on the downfall of General Sam, Nord Лк. 
enlisted his sympathies with the Provisional Gove 
ment, and in spite of his eighty-two years he leć 
band of patriots in the ruinous civil war wL: 
followed, and ultimately was recognised and pr 
claimed as the Chief of State. Thus in his eig" 
fourth year he received the highest honour which: 
country could confer upon him, an honour wr. 
must have required as much valour to accept as : 
had displayed in the field, fraught as the high affin 
not only with difficulties innumerable but 1 
personal danger.

This is a brief outline, as much as can be venu: 
upon liere, of the career of the veteran who 
portrayed on the stamps issued for general use in io: 
Except for the portrait the stamps of this series. 
similar in design to the commemorative stan 
described in the previous chapter.

Neither of the issues can be called attractive^ 
as both were largely stamped with the hand-stair



1 fure use, they are not ornaments to the stamp album, 
r.rithcr are they highly desirable acquisitions to any 
ж dolinu. The same remarks about the “  Poste 
İhye “ mark apply to this series as to the preceding 
c v. It was at first intended to withhold the President 
s'" >rd Alexis series until the 1898-9 series was entirely 
»vhausted. Hut the instability of the position of head 
I?the Republic: is such that the authorities were pro­
hibir wisely advised in getting the President Nord 

qftleUS series in use at once and ill withdrawing all the 
: $ irplus stock of the 1898-9 issue.

The stamps of the present series are in one colour 
¡inly, and, like the commemorative issue, are per­
forated 12.

Summary 1904 . General Issue. P erfo ra te d  12 . 
Portrait o f General N o rd  A lexis, w ith  o v e rp r in t in blue.

1 cemime green.
2 centimes red.
S centimes dec*]) blue.

10 centimes orange-brown.
20 centimes orange.
50 centimes violet-brown.

The S am e—w ith o u t O ve rp rin t.

1 centime green.
2 centimes red.
5 centimes deep blue.

10 centimes orange-brown.
20 centimes orange.
50 centimes violet-brown.



CHAPTER XIV.
Essays.

Several interesting essays have been made by ^ 
postal authorities, which have not been put in; 
currency at any time. These were probably ir.i; 
about the time of the withdrawal of the Salom; 
head stamp as they all show the same border, ta 
central portion of the design only being change: 
This, it may be conjectured, was the first expedic 
that occurred to the minds of the postal authorities! 
the time when Salomon having been forced to s«i 
shelter from his enemies in flight, the stamps bcarq 
his portrait became useless. There are two varieta 
of type, and both are illustrated here. The first ist 
form of the Arms design, rather more elaborate; 
detail and certainly finer in execution than that wise 
was actually adopted (1891). To judge from the pro: 
impression, however, its chief drawback as a posu. 
stamp was the intricacy of the design which by rea· : 
of the vast amount of detail compressed into so sm̂ 
a space rendered the features of the stamp anythin 
but prominent. Every specimen the writer has set: 
of essays of this type has been taken from a L· 
intended for a stamp of the denomination of thm 
centimes, and this has been tried in many colours.

The second type of essay showing the border of tbt 
1887 issue has as its distinguishing feature a numea
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The centre of the stamp formerly occupied by :·. 
President’s portrait İs here devoted to a large miro·, 
standing boldly out upon a back ground of horizon» 
lines. While doubtless for postal clerks this dc; . 
may have proved of advantage it cannot be wonders 
that a stamp of more patriotic interest was preferir, 
and so this essay was discarded in favour of the sen 
showing the Republican arms. The writer has tr 
strips of three of these essays, each strip bes 
properly perforated and affixed to a card One is ; 
a blue and the other of red colour, and each is of · 
five centimes denomination. The illustrations on " 
preceding page also include three proof impress : 
of the issued “  Salomon ” series.

There is another essay in the form of a surcharge: 
the type of 1898 showing the portrait of President Sí:

The 70 centimes orange stamp issued for fisa 
purposes appears to have been used on some occasi:: 
for postal duty. Several copies postally used г 
known, but by what authority they were so utilised: 
not certain.



CHAPTER XV
F orge ries  and B ogus Stamps.

As in the case of many small republics Hayti has 
rroved rather a happy hunting ground for the forger 
■ 'postage stamps. The products of the counterfeiters, 
!o«cver, have liad in the main for their object the 
¡eírauding of the postal authorities, not merely the 
¡wmclling of stamp collectors. Thus it happens that 
he great majority of known forgeries of Haytian 
amps have passed through the post and bear genuine 
östmarks.
The most notable of Haytian forgeries are the com­

ic te counterfeited sets of the Liberty head type, 
rhese were long regarded as genuine varieties, differing 
»om the normal specimens in perforation. The gauge 
tí the genuine stamp was 1 3 A, of the forgeries 16 and 
L  The complete set exists perforated 16, aiid all 
bvc· the t centime stamp are known in the gauge 14.

! The following summary of the chief points of 
d erence has been drawn up by a writer in the 
J.inbrt l ’oste. The translation is that of the Monthly
I t  .miai*

I “The letter ‘ R ’ of Republique ” is too narrow ; the 
fc ‘ IT of that word has the upper limb longer than 
th lower, instead of the contrary being the case ; the

* M onth ly  Journal, VuL XM p. 6&.
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* Q ’ appears to be smaller, and its tail İs a!; 
straight ; the last ‘ E ’ has the lower limb no lor, 
than the upper.

“  The ornaments at each side of the shield. 
smaller than in the genuine.

"T he profile has a pointed nose, with no w 
nostril; the lips are thin and the chin too large 
two locks of hair by the side of the ear are short: 
hang down.

“  The lines of shading on the face are the sac. 
in the genuine.

“ The letters of the word ‘ Cent.’ are too thick 2 
letters ‘ C ’ wider and more open, and the letten 
have the horizontal hars too heavy.

"T he piles ol cannon balls are closer together

“ Of the numerals—the ‘ 1 ’ is too thick; the 
too wide ; the ‘ 3 ’ too small (41nın. high inste.:. 
4¿mm.) ; the ‘ 5 ’ has too wide a head, and the sa 
is the case with the 1 7 ’ ; in the ‘ 20 ’ there is a dc- 
at the left-hand end of the foot of the figure ‘ 2.’

"T h e  stamps are lithographed and transfer1 
direct to the stone, with the numerals inserted in 
transfer ; there are, therefore, no differences of : 
between the designs of the various values.

“ The paper is white, speckled; the perfon: 
varies.



"  1. Perforated 16

IC., bright vermilion-red.
2C,, deep violet.

3 C >yellowish grey.
ŚC., pale yellow-green.

7c·, bright blue.
20C., red-brown.

" 2 ,  P e r fo ra ted

2C* i deep violet.

3 C- , pale brown.

5C . pale yellow-green.

5cm, bright yellow-green.

;<· , blue.
7C.,, bright blue.
7c-i, deep blue.

20C. , red-brown.”

There has been circulated amongst stamp collectors 
rd  ihat is of an entirely fraudulent character. As 
generally the case with bogus stamps it is poor both 
design and in execution. The label bears a repre­
: utıun of a female head looking to left, possibly 
['.ended for liberty. 1’he inscription reads “ Maravedís 

Marquato |. Hayti Pommare.”
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8TAMPS FOR SALE from 20/« upwards, seitab'; I 
Collectors and I lealers.

Fiscal, Revenue and Telegraph Stamps Bought 2 
Sold. Consignments invited.

John Jam es Coates
4, Southwark Street, LONDON BRIDGI

Established 1870..............



“ De Nederlandsche Philatelist,”
MONTHLY JOURNAL FOR COLLECTORS.

i Officin! Organ o f  “ H olland it»"  S t a m p  C olleotors '  
S o c ie ty .

Editors LEON DE R AAY. В. H A L B E R T S T A D T .
Publishers N. Y A A R  &  C O ., A m ste rdam .

SUBSCRIPTION—One Shilling per Annum free.
Monthly A'eview of Reviews in l -our Languages, 

j EsiKange .1 ¡/dresses, free competition of good Stamps among 
its Subscribers.

A D V E R T IS E M E N T  R A T E S  Per line, 3ti. ; i  page, 6/- ;
j-page, 10/·; Whole page, 17/-. Discount, 3 times, 20 per 
cent. ; t> times, 33 per cent. ; 12 times, 50 per cent.

BpMimen Copies free on application to  N YAAR & C O ., Am ster­
dam, H olland. Sole Agents fo r  Holland o f Book, “ The Postage 
Stamps of H ayti."

№ Junior Philatelic Society
Over 360 Members. Annual Subscription, 1 /0 .

F O R M  o f  A P P L I C A T I O N .

I Sir,— K indly pu t my name before y o u r  next meeting as an 
A ffian t! f o r  Membership in  the Ju n io i Ph ila te lie  Society. 1 
t*. .( I 0, the am ount o f  my f ir s t  a n nu a l subscription, entitling  
fit  to all the advantages o f  membership t i l i  October ist next. I  
.undertake to g ive  the Secretary not less than one month's notice 
V at any tim e /  should desire to resign my membership oj 
I r  Society.

S ign ed ............................  .........

«
Adılı ess

To Mr. H. F. JOHNSON, tton. Secy.,
4, Portland Place North, Clapham Road, S.W,



All kinds of Collections and Loose Stamps puretta 

Also Common British Colonials, In quantity, 
up to 20,000. Submit Samples, with lowest Cash Pm

P i P  Е  C  1 Д  H  Λ  П  G  Д  I  N .

S E T S  O F  V A R IO U S  C O L O N IA L S  A L L  DIFFERÌ«*

10 f o r  1J. 75 f o r  2 0  20  f m  3d.

4 0  fo r  40. 50  fo r  6d  WO f o r  1 5

POSTACE OH EACH SET, Hi. EXTRA.

Selections of Colonials sent on approval at 50 э 

cent, discount off current Catalogue. 
Price List, with an Unused Stamp, gratis  and postín

H. SCOTT, 122 Earl S t., Edgware R d ., London,II

H .  ROSS-SHIELLS &, CO
10 COPTHALL AVENUE. LONDON. EC.

6 British Central Africa, Niggers, 1897, id., ìli..
1900, id., 4d., 6d. 2  9  por sot.

5 British Central Africa, King, single watermark,« 
2d., 4d., Cd., and 1s. 2  6  per set.

7 Britlah South Africa, 1898-1902. d., 1d., 2d., !ţ
4d., 6d., is. 9 d . per set (Ю sets, 6  61 

3 Seychelles, Provisionals, 1901. 3c. on 10c., 3c. I
16c., 3c. on 36c. 1 /3  per set (10 sets, 10 ·1

Θ Transvaal, 1902-3. Ad., id ., 2d., 2 ‘ d., 3d., 4d., И 
1/-, 2 /-. Single w aterm ark. 2 / -  por ill

F I T  Λ  IVI P  M O U N T S ,  th e  Finest m ade In Bo·» 
1000. Od. per box; 5 for 2 -. Sm aller elze, 3d, per IS 
5000 for 1 -,



English Stam ps.
"^ IX K Ş r '

UT UST FILLED FROM ANY CATALOGUE AND SENT ON APPROVAL. 

ÕUR PRICES a r e  LOWER THAN ANY OTHER DEALERS.

|)Ш Г“  A Trial w ill Convince you.

•ftning m the way of the fo llowing

Line Engraved. Scarce Post M a rks  on same.

All Plate N um bers  R econstructed  Plates, 

Telegraph S tam ps. C o llege  Stamps.

Postal Fiscal S tam ps. F o re ign  P ostm arks. 

Envelopes, E n tire  o r  C ut Square.

,, d iffe re n t die num bers.

Posi C ards, & c ., &c PRICE LIST FREE.

R E V E N U E  S T A M P S .
Almost all OFFICIALS in Stock.

И» of WantB carefully attended to.

Hleotions and Loose Lots of A l l  Countries bought.

'Karles Nissen 8¿ Co.
77 & 78 High Holborn, LONDON, W.C.

j  /(y, //olbortt.



Charles Nissen & Co,
. . .  Dealers in all kinds of STAMPS. . . .

Specialists in English. 

Philatelic Publishers. .

77-78 High Holborn,
____ _____  L O N D O N ,  w.c.


