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GremmePs Improved 
Stock Book.

The backe of these books are o f double thick 
binder's board, and the new construction of the hinge 
part o f the Stock Book consists in forming the binge 
part o f a metallic base having a series of upwardly 
projecting wire loops, which are riveted to the 
binder’s board ; Hie leaves are held by wire fasteners 
and running through the various loops, each leaf is 
held by these loops and one wire fastener ; thus one 
wire fastener and three loope will hold six pages. 
Each leaf is attached to one o f the loops of each 
hİDge part and held in place by putting the wire 
through said loops above the wire, and removed or 
replaced at will.

FO R  P R IC E S SEE P A G E  Οβ.



P R E F A C E .

“ Minor Varieties,*’ originally pub­
lished in the Pont Opice, is herewith 
presented to the philatelic public in 
hook form. It is the joint work <>ť Mr. 
(íremmel and myself, it being: his idea 
to prepare such an explanation. He 
also furnished the facts in relation to 
many little known varieties. A  few 
slight mistakes and omissions dis­
covered in the monthly articles are 
herein corrected, and one omission, not 
found until our plates had been electro- 
typed (Bulgaria 5c. re-engraved», will 
be found after Western Australia.



PREFACE.

W e present this little work in its 
convenient pocket size, in the hope that 
it will meet with appreciation and 
prove itself valuable to all interested 
in the most charming pastime of stamp 
collecting.

C r a w f o r d  G a p e n .



MINOR V A R IE T IE S

UN IT E D  S T A T E S .

T b e lc . Stamp o f 1851 to 1861.

The one cent stamp, used between 
the years 1851 and 1861, is catalogued, 
both in the imperforate and perforate 
state with a variety defined as “  broken 
circle.”

The definition ie incorrect and only 
serves to indicate to one who knows 
what the difference between the two 
kinds is the one which the catalogue 
calls variety. A  circle is a figure not 
a line.

When this stamp was firet printed, 
the curved line below the lower and
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above the upper label was unbroken as 
in the annexed cut :

When perforation was adopted in 
1857 as a means of separating stamps, 
the same stamp with unbroken lines at 
top and bottom appeared in the per­
forated condition.

The stamps as printed from the plates 
were, however, so near together that 
the perforation cut into the stamps. 
Instead o f setting them farther apart in 
new plates the device of removing por­
tions, in order to provide more room for 
the perforation, was tried. Thisdestroyed 
a part o f the line at the top and liottom 
of the stamp, leaving it as in this cut :
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The ornamentations at the sides of 
the stamps were also removed in greater 
or less degree.

The stamp, then, with unbroken line 
at top and bottom, is the regular speci­
men, whether perforate or imperforate, 
the one with the lines broken is the
variety.

Inasmuch as what we have stated 
above is the history of this variety, it is 
difficult to see how it can exist in the 
imperforate stamp since it did not come 
into being until after the Government 
was perforating all its stamps.

It is possible, of course, that some 
sheets were issued imperforate after 
the process of perforating had been 
adopted.

Collectors should examine the imper­
forate variety carefully to see that it is 
not cut down from the perforate. A
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block or pair is the only really satis­
factory condition in which to have these 
stamps since they were printed so close 
together as to preclude such wide 
margins as will satisfy the collector 
that he has an imperforate in any single 
specimen.

It is well also to scrutinize pairs or 
blocks very closely. I have seen some 
from which part of the lines had been 
scraped in order to produce this vari­
ety, although in most cases the fraud­
ulently inclined persons were not wise 
enough to remove parts of the side 
ornaments as well. Still, the matter o f 
the side ornaments is not an infallible 
test, for they were not removed equally 
in all cases, as it was not so necessary, 
there being more space between stamps 
at the sides than at top and bottom.

W e may mention in passing that
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there are three varieties of this variety. 
One with both top and bottom line 
broken ; one with topline only broken ; 
one with bottom line only broken. 
The first is the common variety, the 
last two are extremely rare.

The supposition is that these having 
only one line broken come from the 
top and bottom of the sheet, it being 
unnecessary to provide room there for 
perforation.

The 3c. o f  1851 to 1881.

The history of the three cent red, 
with and without the outer line, is 
similar to that o f the one cent.

There were no lines, such as are re­
ferred to in the description, on the die, 
but in the preparation o f thspiate, from 
which the printing of the three cent 
stamp was to be done, the surface was



carefully laid off in rectangles as in our 
illustration :
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İ

The die of the stamp was then placed 
accurately in each rectangle, and by a 
process of rocking back and forth the 
plate was made ready for the printing.

The three cent stamp o f 1851 and 
the perforated variety with outer line,
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which is just like it, were both printed 
from a plate thus prepared.

When it was found necessary to pro­
vide more room for perforation, space 
was secured at the top and bottom of 
each stamp by providing a plate in 
which the horizontal guide lines were 
omitted, thus :

The printing then produced the three
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cent stamp without the outer line at 
top and bottom, the common variety of 
the 1857 issue.

Five Cent o f  1857.

The five cent brown of the issue of 
1851 was issued in 1857 in the perfo­
rated condition. The small ornaments 
at the top and bottom of the stamp 
were at first left entire.

The same reason, however, which led 
to the removal o f a portion of the lines 
at the top and bottom, and parts o f the 
ornaments at the sides o f the one cent 
stamp, and the omission o f the hori­
zontal guide lines from the plates in the 
ease o f the three cent, namely, the need 
of more space for perforation, caused 
the preparation of plates in which the 
ornaments at the top and bottom o f the
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stamps were absent. The work of cut­
ting the ornaments from the dies from 
which these new plates were made 
seems to have been performed without 
much care, for we find these five cent 
stamps in various states. They maybe 
spoken o f as ornaments partly removed 
and ornaments entirely removed.

Around the whole outside of the 
stamp there runs a fine line. The hor­
izontal portions only o f this line at the 
top and bottom o f the stamp are in 
some cases removed, leaving little an­
gles in it at what were the two sides of 
the ornaments. This is the stamp with 
ornaments partly removed.

The broader inside line in our illus­
trations represents the body color o f 
the stamp. The cutting away in some



13 MINOR V ARIKTI KS.

instances not only removed the fine 
outer line at the top and bottom of the 
stamp, but also cut off this body color, 
in some instances leaving but a fine 
line of it between the loop-like white 
ornamentation on the stamp and the 
edge ; in others, none at all. The an­
gles in the fine outer line are also gone. 
This may be called ornaments entirely 
removed.

There are a great many small differ­
ences to be noted in the stamps of a 
sheet in regard to the extent to which 
the ornaments have been removed. 
There is often a little difference to be 
observed between the top and bottom 
of the same stamp in cases where the 
perforation does not cut into it so as to 
prevent observation.
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However, the result o f as careful a 
count of a sheet as could be made was, 
ornaments partly removed, forty ; orna­
ments entirely removed, sixty.

The two varieties of the fifteen cent 
stamp of the issue of 1869 are vari­
ously described. Sometimes they are 
called picture framed and without 
frame ; again, they are spoken of as 
with or without the diamond. Along 
the top of the central picture in the 
less valuable variety of this stamp may 
he seen three lines like these in our

cut. This is known as the frame. The 
broader central line divides and forms 
a diamond at the center. These three 
lines are entirely absent in the more

The Fineeu Cent o f  18 69,



14 MINOR V A R IE T IE S.

valuable variety known as without 
frame or without the diamond.

The portion o f the stamp printed in 
brown in this ease has an unfinished ap- 
]«arance along the top o f the central 
picture. The shape o f this unfinished 
part is similar to that o f  the frame 
which has been removed, and is liké 
this cut.

One Cent 1872  and 1882·

The principal difference between the 
one cent stamp o f 1872 and the same 
re-engraved in 1882 is illustrated by 
our cuts, which, although not in the 
least like the stamps themselves, never­
theless will show the way to distinguish 
these varieties. The vertical lines of 
the ground of the one cent o f 1872 are 
very fine and of the same width
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throughout, so that the ground appears 
even and without shading.

The vertical lines o f the one cent of 
1882 re-engraved become coarser as 
they approach the top of the stamp, so 
that it appears shaded.

The printing of the one cent re-en­
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graved is such that in many instances 
the lines run together at the top of the 
stamp to such an extent that it is diffi­
cult to see that they are lines and not 
solid color.

Three Cent 1872  »u d  1882 .

The most noteworthy difference be­
tween the three cent stamp o f 1872 and 
the same re-engraved in 1882 is seen in 
the shadow beneath the oval containing 
the bust.

This is broad and clearly defined in 
the three cent of 1872, beiug caused by 
the presence o f numerous fine horizon­
tal lines crossing the vertical lines of 
the groundwork at right angles.

The shadow beneath the oval in the 
three-cent re-engraved is very faint,
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aud in many instances unobservable, the 
tine cross lines being much less distinct 
and in some cases scarcely to be discov­
ered with a good microscope.

Six Cent 1872 and 1882.

The six cent stamp of 1872 contains 
three distinct grades o f shading. The· 
horizontal lines within the central oval 
are coarse and close together so that

they appear as solid color in many 
cases. The lines on the shield are a 
little farther apart and finer so that one 
sees at a glance that they are lines,
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while the vertical lines on the outer 
frame are even tiner and still farther 
apart. These three ways o f  engraving 
the lines make three shades in. every 
six cent stamp of the 1872 issue.

The vertical lines of the frame were 
so fine that when the plates became worn 
they very nearly disappeared. This is 
the explanation of the so-called “  plain 
frame,”  which is no real variety but 
only a defective specimen.

The six cent o f 1882, re-engraved, 
has horizontal lines equally coarse and 
close together both within and without

the oval; while the vertical lines of the
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outer frame, although slightly farther 
apart, are equally coarse, so that the 
whole stamp appears to be of one shade 
throughout.

Ten Cent 1872 aud 1882 .

The ten cent stamp o f 1872 is quite 
different in its general appearance from 
the later re-engraved specimen. The 
most noticeable feature is found in the 
number of vertical lines between the 
left o f the oval and the edge of the 
shield.

There are six very fine lines in the 
ten cent o f 1872 counting from the oval 
and not counting the line o f the shield.
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The first o f these lines touches the 
oval.

There are only four vertical lines in 
the same portion of the ten cent of 1882 
re-engraved. They are mneh coarser

than in the ten cent o f 1872, and the 
line at the right does not touch the oval.

The ten cent re-engraved, like the 
six cent, is engraved with Нпеб of almost 
equal width throughout, so that the 
shade is about the same in all parts o f 
the stamp, varying elightly on account 
of the lines being a little farther apart 
in some portions than in others.
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Two Cent of 1890, C row nfd .

The variation from the ordinary 
stamp of the issue of 1890 consists in 
the presence of a crown or cap upon 
the top of one or both of the twos.

There are three types :

a. Left two crowned.
b. Right two crowned.
c. Both twos crowned.

This variety was first noticed in the 
summer o f 1893, but has been found 
upon envelopes mailed as early as Oc­
tober, 1892.
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Special Delivery Stamp».

The Special Delivery Stamp of 1885 
was intended to be used only on letters 
that were sent to the larger places 
throughout the country, which on ac­
count of their size or importance were 
designated as Special Delivery Offices, 
and immediate delivery of mail for the 
fee of ten cents represented by this 
stamp, allowed. Hence the inscription 
on the stamp which is in six straight 
lines, reads :

SECURES 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY 

AT A SPECIAL 
DELIVERY 

OFFICE.

The system of special delivery was so 
successful and popular that in 1888 it 
was extended to all post-offices through­
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out the country and the inscription 
changed to tive lines (four straight and 
the last one curved), reading:

SECTJRE8 
IMMEDIATE .
DELIVERY 

AT ANY 
POST OFFICE.

Post ОПсе Seal Stam ps.

The variety of seal stamps catalogued 
as P.Obiturn, differs from others, in hav­
ing the groundwork o f the stamp, ap­
parently behind the lettering, covered 
with repetitions o f the words p o s t  
o b it u m  in minute letters.

11. 8. Revenue Stamps—Varieties o f Paper.

The paper known as “  old ”  is the 
thin, hard paper on which the early is­
sues of revenues were printed.
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Just before the change was made to 
the second issue, a paper, having in it 
fibre's o f silk such as may be seen in 
any United States paper money, was 
adopted, and a few o f the first issue of 
revenues printed upon it and used. 
The stamps o f the first issue on this 
paper are, on account of the short 
time they were used, much scarcer 
than their present catalogue prices in­
dicate.

Another variety of paper is that 
known as water-marked. Large double- 
lined letters, U. S. I. R., are water­
marked throughout the sheet, being 
so placed in relation to each other 
that they read consecutively both 
horizontally and vertically. The 
height of the lettere is about the 
width of the smaller sizes of revenue 
stamps.
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Verteile« o f  Perforation.

Part perforations are the only ones 
requiring mention. These are etamps 
perforated on two opposite sides only. 
The idea seems to have been to perfo­
rate the stamps in such a way that they 
would hold together firmly and yet 
could be easily separated by a single 
clip o f the scissors.

Hence, we find the stamps from one 
to twenty cents perforated either hori­
zontally or vertically, the distance re­
maining to be cut in either case being 
no more than scissors would easily 
cover. The stamps from twenty-five 
cents upwards, however, being so long 
that a straight cut was difficult, were 
always perforated vertically, so that 
their width was all that remained to be 
cut by the scissors.
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Confederat« State·—T en  C ent· w ith  Outer 
Line.

The plate from which this stamp was 
printed was marked off with linee, as 
shown in our cut,

crossing each other at right angles. 
These were apparently guide lines for 
the proper placing o f the die in posi­
tion to make the impression on the 
plate from which the printing was 
done. Because o f this all the lines 
are seldom found around one stamp.
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F O R E IC N .

Tliere are a great many very small 
differences among foreign stamps. 
These are sometimes the result o f a 
separate engraving o f each stamp in a 
plate, the use o f the lithographic pro­
cess, or the printing of stamps from 
ordinary printers’ type and borders. 
These very minute varieties it is not 
our purpose to do more than notice, as 
they are not of interest to any but 
the specialist. Those desiring further 
information in relation to them can ob­
tain it by consulting catalogues for ad­
vanced collectors. We make mention 
of such minute differences in stamps in 
order that our readers may decide what 
varieties are and what are not worthy 
of their attention.
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Argentine R epublic, 5c. 188T end 188».

The groundwork o f the five cent 
stamp of 1867 about the head was made

up of horizontal lines. A  die was en­
graved or the old die was retouched in 
1869 so that this groundwork appeared 
crossed by lines slanting downward 
from right to left. These lines cross­
ing are finer and somewhat farther

apart than the horizontal ones. They
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are distinctly engraved lines whose 
presence or absence is not a fault o f the 
printing as in the case o f some other 
stamps, which have been stated to differ 
in this way in their groundwork, nota­
bly the United States five cent stamp 
brown or blue with Garfield’s head.

15c. 186? and 1882.

The difference between these two 
stamps is the same as in the case o f the 
five cent stamps. The groundwork 
around the head in the 15 cent of 1867 
is made up of horizontal lines, while in 
the 15 cent of 1887 these lines are
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crossed as in the above cut, which illus- 
tratés the five cent with crossed lines.

1 »
Provisional Цс. on 1882 .

The provisional described as “ per­
forated in center ”  might be supposed 
from this description to have some let­
ters or design produced at its center by 
means o f perforation. The fact is, 
however, that the stamp is perforated 
horizontally, the line of perforations 
passing through its center. This was 
done presumably to allow one-half of 
the stamp to be separated from the 
other and used as J cent.
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5 c . o f  1 8 8 8 .

There are two varieties of this stamp, 
one in which, the collar appears at the 
right side of the head only. The other 
has also the point of the collar appear­
ing at the left side o f the head. The 
latter is the common variety.

l c .  1 8 8 8  a n d  1 8 9 2 .

The one cent stamp of 1888 was re­
engraved in 1892. The difference be­
tween these two stamps is very marked,
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the engraving differing throughout, 
while the general similarity is main­
tained. The vertical lines at the right 
or left o f the shield will enable one to 
decide the date o f a specimen. These 
lines in the stamp of 18S8 are very 
fine so that they scarcely appear as lines 
to the naked eye. Not counting the 
line o f  the shield for the outer line of 
the stamp, there are four vertical lines 
between the shield and the edge of 
the stamp.

These vertical lines are much coarser 
in the re-engraved, specimen, and there 
are only two between the shield and 
the outer line o f the stamp.
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. He· W rapper 1884 and 18 8 8 .

The most noticeable difference be­
tween these two stamps is in the line 
between the figures 1 and 2, which, in 
the wrapper of 1884 is curved, while 
in that o f 1888 it is straight, and in the 
shape ,of the figure 2, which will be 
seen to differ materially in the two 
stamps.

Austria—Newspaper T ax  Stamps.

The issue of 1858 was re-engraved 
in 1880. The moet marked difference 
is in the size of the crown between the
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heads of the eagle. The crown in the 
issue of 1858 was large, being much 
greater than the size o f the eagle war­
ranted. This was reduced in the re­

engraved specimens of 1880, in which 
the crown is small and properly pro­
portioned to the rest o f the stamp.

B avaria , 6 K r , B row n, 1849 .

The circle at the center of the ordi­
nary type o f 6 kr. is complete, being

met but not cut off by the lines of the 
frame at the four points of meeting.

Ш
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The 6 kr. variety has its central circle 
slightly cut off or flattened at the four 
points of meeting with the lines of the 
frame.

The 3 kr. blue and the 3 kr. red o f

^ J
the first two issues of Bavaria are the 
same as the 6 kr. brown variety, in 
respect to this flattening or cutting off 
of parts o f the central circle, while all 
the other numerals have the circle com­
plete.

B elgium .—London and B elgium  P rin t·.

The London print of the issue of
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1865 differs from the Belgium print of
1866 in being much clearer in appear­
ance, with the colors of the stamps some­
what lighter.

H razli, 50 , 1 0 0 , 2 0 0 , 300  r ., 1890, 

R e-E ngraved.

The four stamps, re-engràved in 1890, 
are smaller than the same stamps as first 
issued.

The original issue measures about 26 
mm. from top to bottom through the 
«enter of the stamp, while the issue as 
re-engraved measures about 25 mm. 
There are also small differences be­
tween the two issues in the engraving.
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Brem en, 3 and 5 firoM b to .

The two types o f the 5 gr. and the 
three of the 3 gr. stamps differ from 
each other very slightly in minor points 
o f the engraving, too small to be of 
consequence to the general collector.

Rrltlah North Borneo, 3e. on 4c.
R ose, Variety.

The 1886 3c. on 4c. rose, variety, 
differs from the other 3c. on 4c. in hav­
ing a smaller figure 3 in the surcharge.
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B ueno» Л уге·.—P art· and Local lau-” 
presetene.

The Paris impression of the issue o f  
1860 is finer and clearer than the Local 
impression of the same year.

Canada» 1859» 5c. Vermilion, Variety.

The variety o f the five cent vermilion 
of Canada, 1859, differs from the ordi­
nary specimen in having the linee o f the 
oval double instead of single.

This is not a misprint, but a varia­
tion in the plate.
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Colombian Republic.—Ioane of 1881, ( ,

10c. audi lp .

These stamps were engraved sepa­
rately, small differences being thus 
produced resulting in ten varieties each 
o f  the 5c., 10c. and 1 peso.

l u o c  o f 1883 .

There are ten varieties o f each stamp 
o f this issue for the same reason as 
stated in the case o f the issne of 1861.



The star appearing after the word cent 
is also found in some stamps before 
the figure of value.
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Issue o f  1864·

The reason above stated produces 
two varieties of each stamp of this 
issue. One of each kind will be found 
in every pair.

laaae o< 1865 .

Separate engraving produces ten va­
rieties each of the 5, 10, 20 and 50c.
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and six varieties of the 1 peso, differ­
ing but slightly from each other.

Issue o f  1 8 0 9 -7 0 , triangular.

The lettering in one of the two va­
rieties o f this stamp will be found to 
be larger than in the other.

Issue o f 1 8 7 2 -7 4 , 10e.

The most noticeable difference be­
tween the two varieties o f the 10c. o f 
1872 and ’ 74, is found in the size of 
the lettering.
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luene o f  1877» 5 an d  Ю р . re -en cra v ed .

The most marked difference between 
the 5 and 10 pesos o f 1870 and the 
same stamps re-engraved in 1877 is 
seen in the stars above the eagle. They 
are very irregular in form in the issne 
of 1870, while in the re-engraved 
stamps of 1877 they are regular and 
star-like in appearance.

Iasoe o f  1881, 1, 5 an d  10c.

Separate engraving has produced
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two varieties o f each of the 1, 5 and 
10c., differing in minor particulars, the 
most noticeable being in the size of 
the lettering.

Stamp· Гог Beglatered Letter·.—Issue of

1 1870 .

The groundwork around the A  and R  
in the center of these stamps consists 
in some instances o f horizontal lines, 
somewhat finer than those in stamps 
having vertical lines in the ground­
work.
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t u d  ’ 9 0 .

tmtiwtmsmtrK
§
1 5 С». SU g

1'
R. <k Otaba. s«¡ 0- dc А.

о Provisuul.
î

i 5 Cs. SC«.
Ü6¡1

The varieties in the issues of pro­
visional stamps from 1888 to 1890 re­
sult from their being set up from ordi­
nary type and border, which differs 
slightly in type or spacing every time 
it is used.

B olivar.—Issue o f 1 8 6 3 -6 0 , 10c.

The two varieties o f the 10c. of the 
issues of 1863 and 1866 differ in the
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number of stars around the central 
shield, one variety having eight while 
the other has nine. These varieties 
were on the plate side by side and may 
therefore be found in every pair.

C«indliiam arca.—lu n e  o f 1883 , Sc. rc-en· 
craved.

Our cut is of the 5c. re-engraved. 
The original issue of the Sc. of 1883 
differed considerably from this. The 
figures are much more open in the 
lower part, thus : 5 , and the ends of 
the scroll at the bottom containing the 
word Correos are quite different.
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Provisional», 1883 , 50c. and lp .

E
IIMMilOCi. π
KUDTASa i

'l 1 i

Val c v« »rao δ1 i sea.
1СШ0̂ ШГ1̂

The 50с. and 1 peso are type set, re­
sulting in two varieties of each.

T o llm a .—lasu« o f  1870 .

The varieties in the issue of 1870 
result from the use of type and border.

I
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France.—T w o Type«,

The letters J A  SAGE IN Y  appear 
in the lower left corner o f every French 
stamp of the above type, just within 
the outer line of tlie stamp.

The N  of IN Y , in type 1, comes 
under the В o f REPUBLIQUE, thus :

J ASAGEINV
Type 2 differs in having the N  of 

1NV under the U of REPUBLIQUE,
thus: J ASAGEINV

Great B ritain , 1854-6 , 1 p. Red, K e -  
ensraved.

The most noticeable difference be­
tween the original issue of this stamp
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and the ваше re-engraved is in the 
eyelids. The upper eyelid in the 
original issue scarcely can be seen, and 
the lower is invisible. The re-engraved 
has both eyelids very plain.

Greece.—Iw u ei o f  1 8 61 -8 2 .

The Paris print o f the first issue of 
■Greek stamps is a much clearer and 
finer impression than the Athens print. 
A  comparison of the shading on the 
face will help in distinguishing these 
stamps. The lines of shading beneath 
the ear in the Paris print are wider at 
the left than at the right, in some eases 
appearing like fine dots at the right.

V  ,
The shading of the Athens print is
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even throughout, no part o f any line 
appearing wider at one point than at 
another. ^

The Athens print, clear impression 
o f 1S62, is much the same as the Paris 
print in appearance, so far as the shad­
ing is concerned, but the 201 may be 
told by the presence o f figures on the 
back, and the 11 and 21 are of a differ­
ent shade from the stamps printed at 
Paris. It is claimed that these Athens 
prints, clear impression, were from the 
same plate that printed the Paris prints, 
while the stamps of coarse impression 
were from jiew plates made at Athens 
from the original dies.

Issue o f 1 8 86 -9 2 .

The clear and fine appearance o f the
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Belgian print makes these stamps easy 
to distinguish from the poorly printed, 
blotchy stamps of the Athens impres­
sion.

G uatem ala. Imucr  o f 1886 and 1 8 8 7 .

It is somewhat difficult to describe 
the differences between lithographed 
and engraved stamps so that one who 
is not expert can distinguish them. 
The lithographed stamp is smooth and 
the engraved comparatively rough to 
the touch, but the difference in feeling 
is not easily distinguished in many in­
stances by one not expert. There are 
four lines at the top o f these stamps of
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Guatemala, at the left of tlie central 
ornament, and six at the right, which 
show more plainly in the engraved 
stamps than in the lithographed issues.

These lines are apparently coarser 
than the rest of the groundwork in the 
engraved issue, while in the litho­
graphed stamps all lines of the ground­
work appear alike.

H aw aiian  Inland*.—I*.«ne» ISSI to 18β 5 .

All the varieties o f  the early numer­
als o f Hawaii are the result of the use
of type and border.
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Br.  blue, 18ββ, re-lMiiie.

The makers of the plates from which 
the five cent blue o f 1866 was printed 
used guide lines similar to those drawn 
ujion the plate of the United States 
three cent o f 1851. 'These may be 
seen at the corners of the stamp and 
sometimes appear also along the top, 
bottom or sides according, as the die 
was placed for the engraving of the 
plate. The stamp was printed in a dark 
greenish blue. The five cent ultrama­
rine issued in 1882 was from the same 
die, but a new plate was prepared in 
which guide lines were not used. The 
five cent ultramarine therefore difiere
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from the five cent o f 1866 in having no 
outer line.

ъг

When the re-issue o f the five cent o f  
1866 was made it was printed in a clear 
dark blue on white paper from the 
plate of the five cent ultramarine. 
Hence the five cent dark blue re-issue 
differs from the five cent of 1866 in 
having no outer line. This was the 
five cent blue that was surcharged 
“ Provisional Govt.”  there being no 
remainders of the five cent of 1866 
surcharged in this way.

I n d ia  1 8 7 9 .—Ц и п а  b ln «  re -e n g ra v e d .

The one-half anna re-engraved of the
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issue o f 1879 differs very little from 
the original issue of this stampili 1865. 
Our cut is o f the re-engraved specimen. 
The features of the original are smaller 
and more delicate, the nose especially 
appearing smaller in the original than 
in the re-engraved stamp.

F a r ilk o l, 1 8 8 9 .—Re-engraved.

A  comparison of the re-engraved 
stamps with the original issue of 1888 
shows that what were originally orna- 
mei ts have been exchanged for dots in 
the later stamps.

H y d e r a b a d ,  1 8 7 8 -8 T .—E n v e lo p e · .

The principal differences between 
the nine types of these stampsexists in 
the spacing and shape of the letters in 
the English worde upon them “  Post 
Stamp ”  and “  Anna.”
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Travaneore, 1 8 9 2 .— le b . envelope re- 
graved.

This envelope re-engraved ie one 
millimeter greater in diameter than the 
original o f 1890, and the words “  chuck- 
ram ”  and “  one ”  are farther apart in 
the re-engraved stamp.

Liberia.—leene o f 1864 -6 7  Outer Line.

The outer line in these issues is an 
additional fine line passing entirely 
around the stamp about one millimeter 
distant from the outside line of the 
stamp as shown in our cut.



I
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Lu .xeiublirg.-H aarlem  I nip recalo u.

The Haarlem impression of the 
Luxemburg stamps appears coarser, and 
the margins are usually wider than in 
the Luxemburg print.

M au ritiu *.—leene* оГ 1848 aud 1858 .

There are twelve varieties of each tyjte 
o f the one penny red and two pence 
bine stampe of the 1848 and 1858 issues 
o f Mauritius,resulting from the separate 
engraving of each stamp in the plates.
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New Sooth W a le ·.—le in e · o f  Ι8 β Ο -{3 .

The many varieties o f the so-called 
Sydney Views result from separate 
engraving, and frequent re-touching o f  
the plates for the purpose of repairing 
them. Separate engraving caused the 
varieties o f the issue o f 1851-53.

Oldenburg.—1мкпе οΓ 1851 .

The differences between the two 
types of the 1-30 and t-15th silb. gr. 
are slight and o f little consequence to 
the general collector.

P e r · !· .—I·»uea o f 1875 , ’ 78.

Type II. of the Ik carmine of 1875
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has a wider white line around the ćircle 
in the comers containing the figures of 
value than that in the stamp known as 
Type I. The four varieties of all the 
issues o f this type differ in minor points 
o f  the engraving.

laaue o f 1881·

The lithographed and engraved 
stamps of this issue are quite different 
in appearance. The most noticeable 
point is the appearance o f the oval 
around the figure at the bottom o f the 
stamp. Tliis, in the engraved speci­
men, has a groundwork of crossed lines, 
while in the lithographed stamp the 
groundwork is solid color with no 
appearance of lines.
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Philippine Islan d s.—Issues o f 1 8 5 4 -5 9 .

The varieties in the issues from 1854 
to 1859 are the result of separate en­
graving and are of minor importance.

Р о п а к а !.—Issnes o f  1 8 53 -6 6 .

Slight differences are to be found in 
the engraving o f stamps of the various 
issnes between 1853 and 1866 resulting 
in from two to live types of most o f  
the stamps of the five reis value, and 
two types of the twenty-five reis o f 
1855 and 1857.
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Q ueensland.—laan«· o f  1883 and 1892.

The mo6t marked difference between 
the four types of the one penny and 
the two of the four penny and one 
shilling stamps of the issue of Í 883 is 
seen in the lettering. The different 
positions of the L and A in the word 

Queensland ”  in relation to each other 
are particularly noticeable. A  like 
variety will also be found in the three­
pence brown of the issue o f 1892 of the 
same type as our cut.

R ru n lo n . lu n r  of 1852.

Separate engraving produced four
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varieties of each type of the issue o f 
1852.

R ou iu an la .—'Tw enty p a r u  1865 .
fcl

*
\

The appearance of the face is the 
most noteworthy difference between 
the two varieties o f the twenty paras 
of 1865. There is so much difference 
in the engraving that one might almost 
think that two different men were 
depicted in the heads on the two 
varieties o f this stamp.

■м ие» o f 1872 and 1876 .

The Paris print o f the issue of 1872 
is fine and clear while the Bucharest



print is in most cases exceedingly 
coarse and rough in appearance.
Salvador·—Issue o f  167 9 , К e-fin gr«ved 

tn 1881 .

62 MINOK V A R I ETI ESł

The large number of varieties of the 
original and re-engraved stamps of the 
issue of 1S79 differ from each other in 
an indefinable and inextricable way. 
Variations will be found in the scrolls, 
the size and shape of the lettering and 
the appearance of the groundwork at 
the center.
San Clarino.—Provisional Issue of 1892.

The varieties are the result of differ-
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enees in the type used in making the 
surcharges.

Servia.—I m u c  of 1 8 6 6 .

The Viennese impression o f the issue 
of 1866 is much clearer and finer than 
the Servian impression of the same 
year.
.South A fr ic a n  Itep blit-.—Inuue'of 1870.

The Mecklenburg impression is o f 
better quality and appearance than the 
Local impression of the issue o f 1870, 
although the character of the stamp is
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not sneh as to allow 'very tine results 
from the manner of printing.

S w itzer la n d .—/Curici», 1843.

The four and six rappen o f this issue 
are both covered with tine red parallel 
lines which, according to the way in 
which the etamps were printed, are 
sometimes vertical and sometimes hori­
zontal. The five varieties of each value 
are the result o f separate engraving.

I · · · · « ·  o f  18 50-34.

The stamps of the issues from 1850 
to 1852 are described as being with or 
without a frame around the central
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СТО 88. Difficulty in distinguishing 
these stamps will occur unless it is 
understood that this frame is a fine 
black line running around the cross. 
The issue of 1852 is described as with­
out frame, and yet a fine red line of 
the same color as the background of 
the stamp is to be seen surrounding the 
cross in the fifteen rappen. It should 
be remembered that the frame is not a 
frame within the meaning of the de­
scription in the catalogue unless it is 
of different color from the background 
of the stamp.

The ten to forty varieties o f this 
issue result from separate engraving.

T asm an ia .—lasue o f  1863.

The twenty-four varieties of each of
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these stamps were produced by separate 
engraving.

Victoria—la n e  of 1852.

Fifty varieties in both the engraved 
and lithographed stamps result from 
separate engraving.

2 p . laatie o f  1879 .

4 s
The two pence mauve variety of the 

issue of 1879 differs from the original 
two pence mauve o f 1873 in having 
the outer line of the oval double. Two 
tine lines take the place o f the broad 
single line o f  the oval in our cut.
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Weulcrii A u stralia .—11>. ou 3μ. 1885.

The variety o f the one penny on 
three pence issue of 1885 differs 
from our cut in having a figure 1 
slightly shorter and broader than the 
illustration. »

(Omission.)
Bulgaria* 1893 , 5a Orange, Re-engraved.

The semi-circular ornament above 
the 3 A in the issue of 1884 is very 
small.

İBİ
This is over twice the size in the 

5s re-engraved.
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U N ITED  S T A T E S  E N V E L O P E S .

The United States envelopes o f 1853- 
6, known' as the Nesbitt dies, differ 
from each other principally in the sizes 
and shapes o f their labels.

Die 1 has a narrow label at the top 
of the stàmp with curved ends. The 
tope of these curved ends are thirteen 
and one-lialf millimeters apart.

Die 2 lias a narrow label at the top 
of the stamp, with ends which are 
straight lines. The tops of the ends 
are sixteen millimeters apart.

Die 3, known as tne lí die, has a
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narrow label at the top of the stamp, 
with straight ends, as in Die 2, and in 
addition fine lines which cut off the 
four corners.

Die 4 has a wide label at the top of 
the stamp, with ends which are straight 
lines. The tops of the ends are twenty 
millimeters apart.

Die 5 has a label at top, with curved 
lines at the ends, as in Die 1, but the 
tops of the ends are fifteen millimeters 
apart.
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R E A Y  AN D P L I M P T O N  D IES.

The distinctions between the Reay 
and Plimpton dies o f United States 
envelope stamps, and the variations in 
the dies employed by the latter com­
pany are of such a nature as to puzzle 
the ordinary collector. Λ much greater 
interest would exist in the collection 
o f these varieties could collectors feel 
certain of their ability to distinguish 
accurately the different stamps.

The variations between the Reay and 
Plimpton dies, and also the minor va­
rieties of the Plimpton, are to be found 
in all parts of the stamps printed from 
them. Lengthy descriptions may be 
secured from works on U. S. envelopes, 
which describe all these differences ac­
curately. The general collector, how­
ever, wishes to know some one point 
in wliich a given stamp differs from all
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others, so that he may use hie knowl­
edge to decide as to the character of 
the stamps he possesses or desires to 
secure. W e have caused to be prepared 
a series of small cuts which will he 
found, in every instance, to he imper­
fect, not being intended to he illustra­
tions of the stamps or parte of them, 
but which will enable us to indicate to 
collectors differences between the vari­
ous dies o f these United States envel­
opes.

One cent Reay and Plimpton. A 
good means of distinguishing bejween 
the different dies of the one cent at a 
glance is found in the central portion 
of the О in the word one at the bottom 
of the stamp.

The Reay one cent has as this center 
an oval with a dot in its center.

0
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The one cent Die Λ  Plimpton has 
for the center of the О in one a slightly

®
broader oval than that of the Reay, in­
closing a still smaller oval instead of a 
dot.

The inner oval is found connected 
with the outer in many instances by 
fine lines. Sometimes the inmost oval 
is imperfect. The one cent Die В

0
Plimpton has nothing within its cen­
tral owal İn the О of one, but the left 
side of the oval is much wider than the 
right.

A  very fine dot may sometimes be 
seen at the center, and in other cases 
the left side o f the oval is so broad as 
to nearly cover the space making an 
almost solid center.
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T w o  Cent R ear and P lim pton .

<D
The two cent Reay has a small thick 

figure 2 at each side in a circle.

0
The two cent Die A  Plimpton also 

has its figures in a circle, but they are 
very thin, so that the difference from 
the Reay is noticeable.

9
The two cent Die В Plimpton has 

larger figures in long ovale.

9 '

The two cent Die B2 is like Die B, 
but the figure 2 at the left side touches 
the oval.

The two cent Die B3 has the central 
portion o f the О in two formed of net 
work.
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The two cent Die C returns to a 
small thick ligure similar to that of 
the Reay two cent, but it is in an oval.

The two cent Die D has a bust, the 
bottom of which is shaped like two 
semicircles meeting each other at an 
angle.

Three Cent R ear and P lim pton .

The three cent Reay has small thick 
figures at the sides in circle».

The three ceut Die A Plimpton has 
long thin figures of value at the sides 
in ovale.
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®
The three cent Die В Plimpton has 

medium-sized, well-formed figures of 
value in ovals.

The three cent Die C Plimpton dif­
fers from Die В most noticeably in the 
shape of the top of the head. The 
Die В has a head, the top of which ap­
proaches semi circular form. The top 
of the head in Die C rises above this 
somewhat as indicated in our cut.

Three Cent Centennial.

The Hartford die o f the three cent 
Centennial has a single solid line 
beneath the word postage.

The Philadelphia die has a double 
line beneath the word postage.
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Five Cent P lim pton .
P*

The five cent Die A  has figures with 
thick curved tops.

The five cent Die В has figures witli 
long thin tops.

Six Cent Неву and P lim pton.c
The six cent Reay has a neck whicli 

is long at the back with a slight angle 
at one point.

t
The six cent Plimpton has a neck 

short and straight at the back.
Seven Cent Reay and P lim pton .c

The seven cent Reay has figures 
which do not curve up at the bottom. 

t
The seven cent Plimpton has figures 

with ends curving up in a sort of hook.
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T en  Cent Reny and P lim pton .

>
The ten cent Reay has a head at 

center the queue of which is not 
prominent, but lies on the neck at the 
hack.

The ten cent, Die A, Plimpton has a 
very large head, which nearly fills the 
central oval.

The head in the Reay and Die В 
Plimpton rises about to the line a a in 
our cut, while this “  Booby Head ”  
comes as near to the line o f the oval as 
the line b b.

' 1
The ten cent Die В Plimpton has 

a queue which projects noticeably at 
the back of the neck.
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Tw elve Cent R eajrand P lim pton .

C

The twelve cent Reay lias no cross­
bar on the G in the word postage.

G

The twelve cent Plimpton has a 
cross-bar on the G in the word post­
age.

Fifteen Cent Rea j  and P lim pton.

5
The fifteen cent Reay has a figure 

five at the right, which is nearly closed 
in its lower portion.

5
The fifteen cent Plimpton has a 

figure five at the right, which is very 
open in its lower portion.
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T w e n ty -F o n r  C e n t  R e a jr  a n d  P l i m p t o n .

The twenty-four cent Reay has a 
series of small loops just outside the 
central oval.

The twenty-four cent Plimpton has 
a series o f fine points surrounding the 
central oval.

T b lrty  Cent Kray and P lim pton .

The thirty cent Reay has a bust, 
which, at the lower part o f the back, 
is very narrow.

_>
The thirty cent Plimpton has a bust, 

which, at the lower part of the back, is 
quite broad.
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Ninety Cent Rea у and Plim pton.

(
The ninety cent Reay has shields at 

the sides which project very little into 
the central oval.

i
The ninety cent Plimpton has shields 

at the sides which project consider­
ably into the central oval.

T w o  Cent 1884 H c-Touched Die.

I
The ordinary two cent of 1883-4 has 

four wavy lines in the oval border of 
the stamp, which run side by side in 
two pairs. The lines of either pair are
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fine, and always perfectly separated in 
good prints.

l
The two cent re touched die has 

these same lines, but broader in ap­
pearance, and frequently interfering 
with each other in their сбигее around 
the oval.

T w o Cent, 1887 .

\v‘

The two cent Die A of 1887, some­
times called the rejected die, has the 
lower part o f the bust, at its front, 
pointing just above the third of the 
small, wedge-shaped ornaments which 
surround the central oval.

w-
The two cent Die В has the lower 

part of the bust, at the front, pointing



82 MINŐK VAR IE TIE S.

just above the second of the wedge- 
shaped ornaments which surround the 
central oval.

There is adie of this two cent stamp, 
and also one of the one cent of the 
same issue, which have large heads in 
the oval. The size of these heads 
bears about the same relation to the head 
of the ordinary two cent envelope of 
1887 that the so-called “  Booby Head ” 
of the Die A  ten cent bears to the size 
of the head in the ordinary ten cent.

See cut under Ten cent Die A 
Plimpton.
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O F F IC IA L  E N V E L O P E S .

F o il Office Departm ent.

The 2c, 3c and 6c Reay Post Office 
Department envelopes are best distin­
guished from the corresponding Plimp­
ton issue by the measurement of the 
central figure. The Reay figures are 
eight and one-half millimeters high. 
The Plimpton figures are nine and one- 
half millimeters high.

W ar Departm ent.

The distinction of dark red and light 
red is not sufficient to enable a collector 
to decide whether his War Department 
envelopes are of the Reay or Plimpton
issue.

The dark red ink is not so dark but 
that on some shades of paper it appears 
light, and conversely the Plimpton
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stamps described as light red often 
appear fully as dark as some stamps of 
the Rea ’̂ issue.

One Cent Reay and P lim pton.

The letter E in “  one ”  and in “  cent ” 
at the bottom of the Reay is plain and 
well formed throughout.

C

The E in the Plimpton is often 
blurred, the several parts running to­
gether.

I
Specimens of the Plimpton one cent 

are found which have a very good let­
ter E in “ one”  and in “ cent”  but in 
none is it so perfect as in the Reay. 
The Reav has also a pointed nose, and 
a narrower front to the bust.
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T w o  Cent Reay and P lim pton .

The lower part of the bust in the two 
cent Reay has a right angle at the front.

.<

The two cent Plimpton is curved in 
the same place. ^

These correspond with, and have the 
heads of, the Reay and Die В Plimpton 
regular issue of envelopes, but cannot 
be distinguished from each other in 
the same way, as both have the U. S. at 
sides in circles.

Three Cent Reay and P lim pton.

The three cent Reay has a queue 
which projects below the bust.

The three cent Plimpton does not 
have this pro jecting queue.
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SİK «'ent K ety  and P lim pton .

The six cent Reay, like the six cent 
of the regular issue, has a neck long at 
the back.

I
The six cent Plimpton, like the six 

cent o f the regular issue, has a neck 
short at the back.

I

Ten Cent R ear and P lim pton .

The ten cent Reay, like the ten cent 
of the regular issue, has a queue which 
lies close to the head.

\
The ten cent Plimpton, like the ten 

cent of the regular issue, has a queue 
which projects at the back.
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T w e lv e  C e n t  К  ea  у a n d  P l i m p t o n .

The twelve cent Reay has a well- 
formed manlike head with a pointed 
lioße, the bust being shaped at the back 
thus : ^

The twelve cent Plimpton has a 
rounded nose and a childish head, the 
back of the bust being rounded.

b
T h e  F if t e e n  C e n t K e a y  a n d  P J lm p t o n .

The fifteen cent Reay has a neck long 
at the front, with a right angle where it 
joins the bust.

The fifteen cent Plimpton hasa neck 
short at the front, with a curve at the 
point where it joins the bust.

>
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T h e  T w f n t j - f o u r  C e n t  R e a y .

The twenty-four cent Reay has the 
loop-like ornaments around the central

There ie no twenty-four cent Plimp­
ton.

T h e  T h i r t y  C e n t  R e a y  a n d  P l i m p t o n .

The thirty cent Reay, like the thirty 
cent o f the regular issue, has a bust 
narrow at the back.

The thirty cent Plimpton, like the 
thirty cent of the regular issue, has a 
bust broad at the back.

oval.

>>



V A R I E T I E S  O F  P A P E R .

Wove.— Paper of even texture. The 
appearance varies when this paper is 
held to the light. Examples, U. S. 
stamps o f 1851 and, differing from 
them, U. S. Columbian issue.

Repp and Ribbed. — Wove paper 
which has been treated to a process 
in the manufacture, producing raised 
parallel lines on its surface. Stamps 
of Canada and Mexico.

Pelure.— A  very thin or hard variety 
of wove.

Laid.— Paper showing parallel lines 
when held to the light. Seen in linen 
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writing-paper. It is often indistinct 
in stamps, but usually plain in envelope 
stamps described as on laid paper.

Quadrille.— Paper is called quadrille 
when the laid lines cross each other at 
right angles. France 15c, 1892; some 
envelope stamps of Chili.

Batonné.— This paper has parallel 
lines some distance apart like those 
of laid paper, the spaces between 
being (a) o f even texture, called 
wove batonné (b) filled with finer laid 
lines, called laid batonné. See native 
Indian stamps.
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" T H E  P O S T  O F F IC E ."

A philatelic monthly, published in 
the interest of stamp collectors.

Minor V a r i e t i e s  is a sample of 
the articles which generally appear 
in the Post O ffice, and if you be­
lieve that it is worth 25 cents a year 
to you, then send your yearly sub­
scription and receive twelve numbers 
of one of the best stamp papers pub­
lished.

II. G REMME L,

Publisher,
85 Nassau Street,

New York.
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A D V E R T I B E
IN THE

“ P O S T  O F F I C E . ”

Circulation is the Largest o f any Paper 
Devoted to the Interests o f Philately,

THE POST OFFICE circulates throughout 
the entire world, and has a paid-up subscrip­
tion list of over 3,500. All advertising con­
tracts must be made with the Publisher, as 
we do not recognize any advertising agents.

A D V E R T I S I N G  R A T E S .

SPACB. 1 Month. 3 Months. Ö Months. 12 Mon'S.
1 inch. SI 50 $4 05 $7 65 $14 50
2 inches. 2 75 7 40 14 00 26 50
3 inches. 4 00 10 80 20 40 38 40

H column. 5 00 13 50 25 50 48 00
1 column. 0 00 24 30 47 60 86 40
1 page. 16 00 43 20 81 60 153 60

I T  For insertion in any month, copy should 
be in hand by 10th of same month.

H. GREMMEL,
85 Nassau Street, New York, 
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C R E M M E L  S  IM P R O V E D  ST O C K  
BOO K.

(Copyrighted by II. Gremmel. Patent applied for.)

The great drawback o f all the stock 
books which have been offered up to 
date, is the loosening of the slips
pasted on each sheet.

In Gremmer« Improved Stock Book 
slips are NOT pasted, but the entire 
sheet is made out of one piece of paper, 
and the great improvement can be seen 
at a glance. The books are made of 
strong manilla paper, and strongly 
bound in cloth.

PBICES AND SIZES.

No. 1. 5 x 7, holding 5,000 stamps, $1
“  2. 7x10, “  15,000 “  $2
“ 3. 9x12 “  30,000 “  $3
For sale by all Stamp Dealers.
Don’t be deceived, as there are no 

Stock Books which are “ just as good.” 
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POSTAGE STAMP ALBUMS.

W h e n  Y o n  N e e d  a n

ALBUM
B e a r  i x i  u t l íh z l č L “b lb -a ti 

X  а 1 1 о л л /  y o i i

25 per cent. Commission
in foreign stamps,

AT YOUR OWN SELECTION,

ON ANY PRINTED ALBUM.

F H O M  $ 1 . 0 0  T O  $ 1 0 . 0 0  N A C H .

H E N R Y  G R E M M E L ,
85 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK.



P urchasing L ist.

IF  YOU HAVE ANY

DUPLICATES
w h ic h  y o u  w i s h  to  sell, 

th e n  y o p  s h o u ld  

se n d  te n  c e n ts  a n d  g e t  m y

PURCHASING LIST,
w h ic h  g i v e s  y o u  a l l  the  

p r ic e s  I  p a y  fo r  stam ps.

•H. GREMMEL,
85 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK.



G R E M M E L’S

Ш рготей Sineli B o o l
FOR THE POCKET.

If you have duplicates to carry in 
your pocket, then you need one of them.

Size, 3><x6^, holds 1000 stamps, 25c. 

Size, 3 K x 6 &  “ 700 “ 20c.

FOR SALE BY ALL DEALERS.

HENET 6EEMMEL,
85  Nassau Street, N E W  YORK.



ASK YOUR DEALER
/  -------8 F O B -------

GREMMEL’S

IMPROVED

STOCK BOOK,

and if he does not keep them, don't be deceived 
and purchase one which he claims is just as 
good, as Gremmel’s Improved Stock Book has 
no equal.

For prices, etc., see page 90.

F O R  SA L E  B Y  A L L  S T A M P  

D E A L E R S .



S U B S C R I B E

TO THE

POST OFFICE.

O N L Y

T w e n ty - f iv e  C e n t s  a Yea r.

H. GREMMEL,

85 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK


