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F rllow C ollectors: after a  long delay , the International Philatelic 
Union is ready to till the w ant w hich has long been telt am ong co llec t­
ors. It now  has a well organized Board ot Officers in six countries, 
w hich will be increased, until we tru st every civilized country  will be 
included in the Union, W e w ould respectfully ask your co-dperation 
in m aking it a success in every  respect. W e are  aw are that many co l­
lectors’ societies have been started , and in many cases failed, bu t we 
would remind you that nearly  all of these efforts w ere mere local affairs, 
and in many cases w ere started  by dealers for m oney making purposes; 
consequently  they failed to receive the support of co llec to rs; others 
have been started  on the  free-m em bership plan, and failed, because the 
iiVerwted partié* who paid the bills found it did not pay as an adver 
tising medium. The Executive Board o f  this Union is not composed 
of dealers, but of co llecto rs; neither is the official organ published by 
a dealer, but by a well know n collector. T he purpose of this society 
is explained by our m otto: “ Alterum  alterius auxilio v ee t,’* or, “ One 
needs the help of the o th e r ;”  and the num erous failures o f  its p rede­
cessors more fully determ ine us to m ake this a lasting success. T h in k ­
ing it will prove of great benefit to its m em bers as a guard  against 
frauds, as well as an exchange m edium , we would ask you to kindly 
exam ine the Constitution and Rules W e trust you m ay favor us with 
your nam e, and prom ise to do all in our pow er to prom ote the interests 
o f  Philaterly .

TO NON-COLLECTORS.

T he first postage stam p w as issued in England in ISfO, bu t iust when 
or w here stamp collecting began we do not know . Mons. Moens, of 
Belgium, claims to have began collecting in IrtSö, and therefore must 
have been one o f  the first engaged in it At any rate  it orig inated  in 
E urope about that tim e, w hence it extended to America and the rest of 
the w orld. It soon had m any advocates, and some one thinking 
“ stam p collecting” too com m on a term , introduced the  word “  Philat­
e r ly / ’ which has puzzled so m any. It is taken from the G reek P hilo , 
meaning “ lover of.”  and i  elos ( “ tax” », and as m any taxes are  rep re­
sented by stamps, it g ives us a  very  appropriate nam e for lovers o f 
stam ps. Stamp collecting has now  become a pastim e, in which the 
young arid old of every* clim e are engaged. A m ong its advocates are 
the R oyal Fam ily o f E ngland, H is Holiness the Pope, Baron R oths­
child, and Gen W. T . Sherman T he late K ing Victor Emm anuel and | 
A T Stewart w ere active stam p collectors. W e m ight name hun­
dreds of journals published m E nglish, G erm an. F rench , e tc ., wholly 
devoted to Philaterly . Join our ranks, and although you m ay not ob ­
tain a collection equal to the K ing of collectors, who now has 1H.000 
varieties, w e promise you m ore real enjoym ent and useful inform ation 
for the small outlay than you can procure in an y  other m anner.



T he objects  of this Union is to bring; am ateur collectors of stamps, 
coins, etc., in every  part of the world, in direct com m unication, for the 
purpose o f  correspondence for m utual im provem ent and exchange, and 
for protection from dishonest dealers and frauds.

S ectio n  I. All legislative pow ers shall be vested in an International 
Congress, which shall consist o f a Commissioner in each country or 
division, together with a Hoard of Deputies, who shall be appointed by 
the different Com m issioners, in their own divisions, in proportion to 
the num ber o f m em bers residing therein.

§ II. T he Com m issioners shall be elected by ballot, in such manner 
as a m ajority o f the members shall determ ine.

§ H I. T he Com m issioners and Board o f Deputies shall elect a Pres­
ident. V ice-President, Secretary, and T reasurer from their num ber

§ IV. The In ternational C ongress shall have pow er to fix all dues, 
which shall be uniform  throughout the world, and to make all rules and 
am endm ents which m ay be necessary o r proper.

! § V. Alt Officers shall,before entering upon their official duties, sign
the printed oath  o f the Union. ф

§ V I. All Com m issioners shall serve for one year, and shall be eli - 
i gible to re-election.

§ V II, The Com m issioners shall negotiate exchanges for members 
ol the Union.

§ V III. In case of resignation, rem oval, or inability of any officer 
j to discharge the duties of his office, the President shall appoint a suc­

cessor, who shall serve until the next annual election.
§ IX . Each Com m issioner shall have a book in which he shall enrol1 

the name, age and full address, w ith date of joining, o f every member 
in his division, and shall, as often as the President m ay direct, forward 
to him a  list of all new members who may have been enrolled by such 
Commissioner since his last report

§ X. T he Vice President shall superintend all elections.
§ XI* Each Commissioner shall send to the T reasurer on the fifth of 

each m onth, all monies belonging to the Union which may then be in 
his possession, after deducting all actual expenses, for which he will 
sena the T reasurer a  receipted bill.

§ X II. T he P residen t may appoint Commissioners in any country 
not represented.

§ X III. Any person wishing to become a member, must w rite to the 
Commissioner of the division in w hich he resides, with fee for first year 
enclosed, giving nam e, age. em ploym ent and full address, ami also 
promise to obey all rules of the Union, unless conflicting with hissense 
of right.
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1. W hen a  m em ber w ants a correspondent, he should apply  to the 
Commissioner of the Division in whicn he resides, enclosing in every  
instance re tu rn  postage.

2. M em bers should sta te  the num ber ot correspondents w anted, and 
should alw ays w rite to them , and if not sa tisfac to ry , repo rt to the Com 
missioner, who will, if a good reason for rejection oe given, furnish him 
a  suitable correspondent

3. No application will be noticed unless made to the proper Com ­
missioners.

4. After a careful estim ate o f expenses by the Financial Com m ittee, 
it has been thought necessary to hx the annual dues as follows:
A ustralia, ...................  7X  d.
Bulgaria,......... ............. 75 centimes.
C a n ad a ,. ........................ 15 cents.
China, ..  . . . .  ...........15 cents.
F rance, ........................17 sous.
G e rm a n y ,...............  7 groschen.
G reat B ritain...............7J£ d

G reece ,  ...............  1 drachm a.
H olland............. .. 8 stivers.
Japan , ...................  18 sens.
Portugal, ...........  150 reis.
R u ssia ,......................30 copeck.
Spain, ...................  3 real vellón
T u r k e y , ...............  2 piasters.

United States of A m erica,............................ 15 cents
And all o ther couni ries an equivalent am ount, w hich m ust be sent in 

advance to the  respective Com m issioners, or if not represented, appli­
cation should be made to the President.

5. E very  m em ber shall be entitled to the quarterly  list o f  reported 
frauds who have not given a  satisfactory explanation

6. All com plaints m ade against dealers, etc , shall be fully investi­
gated by disin terested  parties, so th a t no innocent person may be 
injured.

7. T he official organ shall be the PhilaUlic S tar, published by the 
Secretary , and all proceedings, etc., w ill·appear therein. Subscription 
price, 9 pence per year, which m ay be sent to any Commissioner in the 
cu rren t m oney of nis country .

8. N ote paper and envelopes w ith  the name o f  the Union printed 
thereon, shall be supplied to m em bers who m ay wish for such, a t a 
very  low rate.

9. A m ajority o f  the In ternational C ongress m ay suspend or amend 
these rules a t any time.

C O M M IS S IO N E R S .
A ustralia, A. Colville, E dna C ottage, Pasco S treet, W illiam stown, 

Victoria.
C anada, W . E. Ellis, Box 446, St. John , N . B.
G erm any, E . VV G rossm an, Salzgasse 8, D resden, Saxony.
G reat Britain, E . F. H erdm an, 10 Lawsbn St., Stockton-on Tees, Eng 
United States o f America, B. T . Burlingam e, 77 W ashington A venue, 

A lbany, N . Y.
Venezuela, Julio Lobo, Sur 4, N o. 58, Caracas, Venezuela.


