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PUBLISHER'S NOTE. 

Owing to many uncontrollable clrcum1tance1, 
this number has been delayed again and again, but 
is now IB&ued In an enlarged and Improved fonn, 
revised and brought up to date, and collectors 
have surely loat nothing by the delay. 

THE PUBLJSHll:R. 



INTRODUCTION. 

From the time [ first began to collect to the 
pre&ent day I have alwa_v& longed for a lland book 
on counterfeits, or a guide on wllal lo roilect. 

True, after I had been a collector a year or more, 
I became aware of works covering this ground, but 
as they were all high priced, large and inconven­
ient, I managed to do without them. 

It was my intention when I first cho&e the title 
of this number of the Library to make It a complete 
li&t of counterfeits with plenty of notes. 

After I had begun on my subject, I quickly be­
came aware of ita immen&e proportion a. 

After considering that what wag mo1t needed waa 
a cheap and handy work, I confined myself strictly 
to counterfeits of today. 

Hoping that this little book may prove ae useful 
to you as it would have been to myself a few year11 
ago, I remain 

Yours in Philately, 
THE AUTHOR.. 
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COUNTERFEITS. 

AFGHANISTAN. 
Genuine stamps of Afghanistan are ecarce and 

any offered to collectoni at a few cents each may at 
once be set down a& bogus. 

ANGOLA. 
The reprints of the early stamps of this colony 

are not easily distinguishable. A good authority 
state& that those on .•moo/lr wlrite paper are re­
print& . 

ANTIGUA. 
The surcharged fiscal of this country used as a 

po~tage stamp has been proven to be unauthentic. 

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
Collectors should be cautious in purchasing the 

186f issue of &tamps of this country. The .sc is 
extensively reprinted. The io and 15c are coun­
terfeited, and can be told by the difference In paper 
and the irregular position of the figures of value. 



6 HANDBOOK ON COUNTERFEITS. 

BADEN. 
The 1 kr., 1853, black on white, is a counterfeit. 
The 3 kr., 1868, rose cou~rfeit is in circulation. 

and can be detected by the cancellation. 
The reprints of the first issue (figure in a circle ) 

are distinguished by their being on heavier paper 
and of a darker color. 

The envelopes are also reprinted, and when en­
tire can be told hy the long and short gum, the 
latter being the genuine ones. The reprints also 
bear the Berlin stamp on the Hap instead of the im­
pression of a clover. 

I BAVARIA. 
Bavaria Return Letter St.amp11 are extensivel,v 

reprinted and counterfeited. Beware of them. 

BERGEDORF. 
Used originals are very rare and scarcely one in 

a hundred cancelled specimens is genuine. The 
counterfeiter even mounts them on original(?) en­
velopes. The genuine stamps have a clear and 
distinct impression, while the reprints are some­
what blurred and indistinct, showing that the 
plates are well worn by frequent use. 

BERMUDA. 
Reliable authority states that the "Three Pence" 

on 1 and ld stamps were printed by some counter­
feiter and are not the silly devke of the govern­
ment. 
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BOLIVIA. 
Beware of the counterfeits of the 1867-71 stamps 

of this country. 

BRAZIL. 
Collectors are cautioned to use care In purchas­

ing stamps of the 18.B i&sue. A forgery of the m 
reis, 18.so issue, is also in the market. It is litho­
graphed on paper similar to the original. The "o" 
is rather botched, but taken all in all, it would be a 
dangerous counterfeit if anything like a quantity 
are placed on the market. 

BREMEN. 
The same stamps that are sold in this country at 

1oc each are sold in Europe at from 40C to $2 each. 
Some term them repr;,11s and as good as the origi­
nals; but as no reprints have ever been made, 
these are counterfeits, even if catalogued and sold 
by dealers. 

The genuine stamps may be recognized by the 
following characteristics; the three types of the 3 
grote, if genuine, all have a plainly visable dot at 
the extremity of the crown. The 5 and 7 grote 
and 5 and 10 i;gr., mui;t always have a frame, or 
small portions of it, to distinguish them from the 
counterfeits. Whereas, in the counterfeits the per­
forating and rouletting are very poor and resemble 
the teeth of a saw, in the genuine they are very 
precise. Most of these counterfeits hail from Ham-
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burg. The envelopes known as the second issue 
are counterfeits and have the stamp on the right. 
and originated in England. 

BRITISH BECHUANALAND. 
It is supposed that about half of the stamps of 

this country are counterfeits. 

BRITISH GUIANA. 
There is a counterfeit one cent of the 186o Issue; 

the waves and sails of the vessel are all coarsel.v 
shaded. This forgery is always postmarked to 
cover up defects, and has a large perforation. 

Fiscal stamps of this country are also atloat. 
adorned with beautiful postmarks, and are only 
marred by the fact that these stamp,; were ne,·er 
allowed to be u 11ed for postal duty. The postmarks 
are bogus. 

BRITISH HONDURAS AND VANCOUVER'S 

ISLAND. 
The forged 3 pence b lue, 1865. can be destin· 

g u ished a& it has five pearls each side of arch, with 
three in center; genuine being six each side of 
arch and four in the center. 

CAPE VERDE. 
Reprint& of Cape Verde ea rly i&Sue& are quite 

plenty and they are more difficu lt to detect than 
some; however a difference in the 50& ls noticeable 
in the reprint, the downward stroke of the figure 5, 
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in most cases slants decidedly, while in the origi­
nals it is nearly always vertical. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
Beware of the surcharged "G" on the stamps ot 

this country. Also fiscal stamps claimed to have 
done postal duty. They have never been available 
for this purpose. 

There should also be more or less care exercised 
in purchasing the Triangular stamps of this coun­
try, as a great many were manufactured in Boston, 
and can be purchased for little or nothing. 

CONFEDERATE STATES. 
Collectors should use great precaution in collect­

ing the5e 11tamps. A Boston dealer extensively ad­
vertises a number of varietiu of these stamps for 
only 10c:. It should be needless to warn collectors 
against such stuff. They are only poorly printed 
copies of the genuine stamps. 

CEYLON. 
Beware of the forged 10 on 16, lilac, provisionals, 

which are always found on the y;mk . CC and crown 
16&., while the genuine are on C A and crown 16e. 
The latter is &earce, um•urcharged, and not easily 
obtainable by the forgers. 

A late forgery ls the 1s 911 Ceylon, which is very 
dangerou1, as the cunning maker actually procured 
the Illar watermarked paper. 
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COREA. 
It is claimed that there are undoubtedl.v genuine 

ones, though there~~ cert.,inly bad ones, and that 
a certain finn in Ch · ·mln · .: : re1, had a lot made 
in Germany. 

COSTA RICA. 
The imitation& of the fin;t issue of Co11ta Rica 

are peor. "Medio Real" looks like a group of In­
dians executing a war-dance and all fine lines are 
imperfect. If you collect 1urcharges you should 
use care on these stamp& a1 there are two types. 
The fin;t, has either "1 CTvo" or "2 CTvos" in 
thick large letten; or a large 5, ro or 20, with the 
letten U. P. U. below and i11 genuine, while the 
second type, without U. P. U., are thoroughly 
bogus. A New York dealer ia reported as offer­
ing the 1882 iuue fraudulently surcharged 1tamp11. 

ECUADOR. 
The "Un real" •lamp of 1865 has recently been 

counterfeited. It i11 printed in both buff and green, 
and i1 &aid to be an excellent imitation and great 
care should be e:a::ercised in purchasing tbese 
1tamp1. 

FIJI. 
Fiji Tiflte.f Exf'ress, •<><ailed reprintl, are noth­

ing more than bad imitatlona, and they have no 
claim whate\·er to be called reprint.a. There are no 
reprints known of the Fiji government iHue11o. 
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Collectors are advised to avoid the surcharged early 
issues as they are extremely "fishy." 

FORMOSA. 
Stamps of this country were ordered by the Go,·­

ernrnent but never did postage duty, as before they 
were ready the intention of the Government was 
changed and they were used only as railway tickets 
on the Formosa Government line. They are 
therefore only "essa.vs" in the language of philate­
lists, and ha'l'e no real philatelic value. 

GAMBIER. 
French stamps surcharged GAMBIER are bogus. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 
A prominent English philatelist, Mr. Giwelb, 

states that the high value British stamps Pur­
charged "I. R. Official," are nearly all counterfeits. 

GUATEMALA. 
The 1872 issue of Guatemala has been imitated. 

The quetzal on the pillar is smaller than in the 
originals. 

HAMBURG. 
Collectors, especially young ones, should be eir;­

tremely careful in collecting theae stamps. Collect 
only such as show clearly the watermark (wavy 
line11) . So much has been written and rewritten 
guarding collectors to beware of these "fl!.mous" 
locals that we do not consider It necessary to go 
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further into the details. but any sensible collector 
will let these stamps se\"erely alone. Because you 
are offered fine cancelled specimens, do not alter 
your cour&e, as the forgers ha,·e put their best 
efforts in this line, and as some of the imitation11 
are made b.v the lithographic process, they are ex­
tremely hard to recognize. The be1t aid to dis­
tinguish them is b)- comparison, when the litho­
graphic counterfeits show less clear execution 
and are of a paler color. Of the l-" sch. other 
counterfeits can be told by the incomplete design 
in the left upper comer. 

HANOVER. 
Of the first and second is1mes only the highe~t 

\•alue (Ein Zehntel Thaler) are reprinted. The re­
printi; can easily be t<.old by their white gum. The 
3pf. , green; 3pf., red and -"gr., black have been 
counterfeited and are offered both lmperforate and 
rouletted. T~ey are difficult to distinguish. but 
can be recognized by the quality of the gum, which 
it is claimed was colored by strawberry juice. 

There are official and unofficial reprint& and 
counterfeits of the em·elopes of this country. The 
counterfeits of the envelope• with clover and horse 
are eai;ily recognized by their cheap and thicker 
paper, u "·ell u from the darker colcr of the stamp. 
In the center of envelope with "Bestellgeld frel" 
and post-horn in a circle the four Line remarka on 
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the back afford a means of didinctlon, inasmuch 
as the words "Vorderseite," "Hannover," 
"Glocksee," "Post-Amte," are slanting and some 
irregular. There is also a difference in color which 
i6 light blue but the counterfeits are ultramarine 
instead. The official reprint is dlstingui6hable 
only by the "long gum" of the flap. The unofficial 
reprint was made from the original die, the sur­
charge is, however, from somewhat smaller and 
lighter faced type and with a period, which is want­
ing in the genuine. 

ITALY. 
The earlier Issues of these stamps. known as 

"Sardinia." are such as should be purchased with 
care. They are exten!'ively reprinted. and bogus 
ones are not unknown. 

JAPAN. 
Many young collectors of my acquaintance, and 

doubtless there are many others, seem to believe 
that all Japanese stamps are genuine. Now this is 
far from being the true state of things. There are 
many counterfeits, and they are very hard to dis­
tinguish from the genuine, the only difference be­
ing that the bogus stamps are not so finely engrav­
ed. The.v are usually found cancelled in perfect 
imitation of the crude style of cancelling in vogue 
at the time the stamps were current, and this is 
therefore no guide to go by. 
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L UBECK. 
Collectors are warned against Lubeck stamps 

postmarked on pieces of paper, the postmarki; on 
which are forgeries. 

MAURITIUS. 
Beware of a magenta Mauritius which is one of 

the red-brown ones with the color chemically 
changed. 

MEXICO.• 
The reprints of the 1856-1863 issue can easily be 

detected by anyone familiar with these stamps. 
A fraudulent &urcharge, large figure 2, on 2 reales 

of 1861 issue, would excite suspicion on sight. 
Parts of tJiese stamps used as postage are of no 

value unless when on original covers, showing 
them to be genuine. 

The 1864 issue are extensively reprinted and are 
very common and should be av oided. The sur­
charged ~ on 1 reale, stamp of this issue is re­
garded by the best Mexican philatelists as bogus. 
The 1866 and 1867 issue remainders are moatly en­
graved and are quite common. T hey are often 
fo und unused and sometimes wi th forged cancella­
tion&. 

•1 am &R•lly indebted to Mr. C. H. Mckeel'• "Notes on the 
Stamp. of Mc:irico" rmm which mOllt of the information on the 
1tamp1 a( this wuntry wao"dcrived.-THI! At1T1101t. 
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The fact that the plates of the first issue of Mex­
ico still exist should be remembered in connection 
with the rare issue of 1867. They have been ex­
tensively reprinted, as well as the high values of 
1856, 1861 and 1862. These reprints are generally 
suppoi;ed to have a fraudulent surcharge in Gothic 
letter&, and can be detected af. It has a heavy, blunt 
appearance, and i1:1 11lightly larger. 

This bogus surcharge has also been applied to 
the genuine stamps of the 1856 issue. As there 
were no remainderi; they are simply counterfeits. 

Good authorities take no stock in the surcharged 
1:1tamps of the 1868 issue. Essays or reprints in 
fancy color& are common and are often offered as 
errors. 

Reprints of the 1872 issue are much better 
printed than the originals and are easily detected; 
another point is the absence of the network ( M()ire) 
~n the back. The "errors" commonly sold of thi11 
issue are bogus. 

The so-<:all ed error .. t-1 """ 10 .. ue roe brown and 
l5C red-brown are not errors at all, but stamps 
that were prepared but never issued, and are there­
fore unworthy of collection. 

Collectors should steer dear of &ul·h "rubbish" 
as the first(?) isaue of the Porte de Mar stamps, 
black on yellow, which, to the great relief of col­
lectors, were dormant for years after they were 
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supposed to have been issued. 
_Beware also of the 188o, color on white, stamp~ 

which were never issued. 

MOLDAVIA. 
The stamps of this country have been forged but 

not reprinted. 

MONTENEGRO. 
Collectors would be doing a wise act to expunge 

these stamps entirely from their collections. 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 

The New Brunswick 1-shilling is counterfeited 
cleverly. It is printed on thick yellowish paper. 
The side letters are not quite true nor Is the 
groundwork perfect. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 
Beware of the stamp1r surcharged 0 S as the sur­

charge is lnvariabl_v forged. 
Sydney Views have been counterfeited by S. 

Allan Taylor so poorly ai; to deceive but few. 
They are all terribly defaced by a fraudulent can­
cellation mark. As these stamps are in no rei;pect 
well imitated, it is unnecesi;ary to speak further of 
them. 

NEVIS. 
The first i&1ue of Nevi11 has been poorly imitated 

by Bo11ton's "prominent" stamp manufacturer. 
The line1 are poorly executed and there are many 
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minor imperfections. Of the last issue the en­
graving Is poor, the paper cheap and the perfora­
tion not clear cut. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 
Collectors should beware or dangerous forged 

early stamps of Newfoundland. 

NICARAGUA. 
In the first issue or Nicaragua the letters of the 

words "Diez centavoi>" are of unequal height, and 
the tree on the mountain is a poor specimen or en­
graving in the bogus stamps. 

PARAGUAY. 
The 1878"'9 provisionals are to be had surcharged 

in every manner, but it is supposed that they are 
manufactured for philatelists, if not worse. They 
are not worth coll cting, ho\liever. 

PERU. 
Peruvian "tamps surcharged with the Chilian 

arms in _vellow, blue, green and violet were never 
authentically issued, and are all bad. 

PORTUGUESE INDIES. 
This colony has had it& crown issues reprinted, 

and they are' not dit<tinguishable without close ex­
amination. Reprintll have the 11ame "outs" as the 
reprints of the other Portuguese colonies. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 
OP this country a large list of bogus stamps la 
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presented. The paper and ink are poor, the shad­
ing blurred, and the letters irregular. 

SALVADOR. 
The J-<:ent brown and 1o-cent orange 1887, and 

the 5 cent blue, 1888 with surcharge "Contra 
sello." are fraud'ulently surcharged. 

SAMOA. 
A well-executed counterfeit set of these stamps 

are in the market. The paper and color are like 
the originals, but the perforation is smaller and 
more regular. The principal point of difference is 
in the line under the word "Samoa," which is 
thicker than in the genuine stamps. It also has 
se\·eral minor points of difference. 

SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
The early issues have been widely counterfeited 

and great care should be exercised in the purchase 
of them. They are mostly cancelled by a set of 
concentric circles or parallel~d bars. There are 
so many different types that it is impossible in this 
book to give minute descriptions. Many of the 
counterfeits of this country were made by S. Allan 
Taylor of Boston, so it is claimed by a prominent 
philatelist. 

SAXONY. 
There are a great many counterfeits of the 3 

pfennig, red, 1850, made by means of photo-t>rint-
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ing. They are very dangerous and need careful 
examination and comparison with original& to 
recognize. 

Beware aho of the splendid forgeries of the 10 
groschen. 

SEDANG. 

Collectors should avoid these so-called stamps. 
They have been reported as having been offered for 
sale at from 35 cents to $3-50 per specimen for the 
set, and less. 

SHANGHAI. 

There Is a dangerous counterfeit of the 10 cent 
Shanghai. 

SIAM 
Surcharged cancelled stampi; of Siam are known 

to be in existence. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA . 

The lp and IS. of the 1855 issue and the 9p. and 
10p. have been counterfeited, but they are on un­
watermarked paper. The 2p. has been fraudulently 
~urcharged with a figure "3·" 

Stamps offered with the surcharge O. S. re­
,·ersed are fraudulently surcharged. 

SPAIN. 

Collectors should beware of early 11tampr; of thi1 
country as there are legion& of bogus it.amp& in 
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txistence. The Don Carlos are counterfeited and 
sold b)' well known English dealers. 

SWEDEN. 
There ii; a very dangerous forgery of the error 

.. Trettio Ore" of 1872, printed in the color of the 
xi ore. and with the figures of value "20." It is 
however rathe1 too dark in color. 

STELLA LAND. 
Stamp collectors are warned against buying the 

stamps of this country. There has been some 
made by a workman in the office where they were 
printed who used the plates and struck off a great 
many copies for speculation . . 

ST. CHRISTOPHER. 
The counterfeits of this country are especiall~· 

·dangerous. There are however defects in both 
paper and perforation. 

ST. LUCIA. 
A large portion of the stamps of St. Lucia. 

(about one fourth ) have been imitated "ith a 
greater or les" degree of succe&I'. A general lark 
of finish in the groundwork. with a deformed nMe 
and black eye in the portrait of "Q!ieen Vic" may 
be ob&erved in all the imitations purporting lo ha,·e 
been i&&ued hy this colony. In the new style 
stamp& of 1884-'90 the dotted bordt>r will be found 
uneven and the paper 10 coarse that the perfora· 
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tion ifi not clear-cut. They are manufactured in 
highly cultured Boston. Beware of them. 

ST THO~AS AND PRINCE 
Reprint!' of the early 11otamps of thi s colony are 

distinguished only with great difficulty , the prin­
cipal feature being a too smooth white paper. 

ST. VISCEST. 
3d Revenue stamps with forged postmark have 

been reported. 
TASMANIA. 

Cle,·er forgeries of the first issue Fourpence 
Orange Tasmania stamps are on the market. 
They are suppo11ed to be Intended more for the ad­
\·anced collector and are not easily di1tingui&hed 
at a glance . They are however all of one type and 
that a type which does not exist on the genuine 
&heets. 

TOLIMA. 
Great care should be exercised in purchasing the 

5tamps of this co·untry. A reliable authority 11tate11 
that the Government of Tolima hu granted to 
Sngr. Traniegas, Veiva, Tolima, perml1111ion to re­
print all the Tolima 11tamp11. A11 most of the 
plates of the old is11ue1 have been destroyed . .. e .. a.~ 
ord~red •eu• jlale$, and therefore the larger por­
tion of hi1 productions will be COUNTERFEITS. The 
others being merely reprints are not worthy the at­
tention of collecton. 
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TUSCANY. 
Collectors should beware of the stamps of the 

1851 type of this country. Tbe bogus 1 quattrino, 
6o crazie and 2 soldi are well known. 

UNITED ST ATES. 
Collectors should use the utmost care with the 

grilled stamps of the 1870 issue. The Assistant 
Counterfeit Detector of the American Philatelic 
Association recently warned the members of this 
society agninst these stamps. He states that they 
have been traced to one John Coumbe, of Rhine­
back, N. Y., who tells a very washy i;tory of 
how he got them in a collection given him a few 
years ago. The grilling is cleverly executed and 
will readily deceive one not acquainted with genu­
ine grilling. The squares are, however, irregular 
in size. 

A New York or Brooklyn party has stamps sur­
charged "Postage Bergen Point, N. J." As they 
were never used they are only an tmposition man­
ufactured by thii; party. 

U. S. Locals. A whole book could be written on 
counterfeits; reprints and made-to-order locals. A 
young collector will in the end find he is better off 
if he never collects these stamps. They are little 
better than the notorious Hamburg locals. 

A counterfeit $12 U. S. newspaper stamp, sup­
posed to have been made In Germany, has the word 
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"Postage" with the letter C instead of G. also one 
of the dollar 11igns ($) has no bars. 

VAN DIEMEN' S LA:SD 
A very dangerous forgery of the 4 pence of 

1853 is in existence. It is lithographed on coarse, 
white paper, closely resembling that used for the 
originals. The letters on the base of the neck are 
more like three dots, and the cross hatching sur­
rounding the central oval is very irregular, espe­
cially immediately above the K!\I of "DtEME:-.'s." 

It is po11tmarked with a cancellation consisting of 
nine bars, forming an oblong with rounded corners. 
printed in black. 

VICTORIA. 
Mr. C. B. Corwin, in a recent number of the 

America• Plti/a/e/1:.t, has the following to 1;ay on 
forgeries of this country: 

"Look out for Victoria postal-fiscal& that have 
been used a11 revenues, the pen and ink cancellation 
removed, and a forged postal cancellation applied. 
A particular favorite with the forgers Is the cancel­
lation •Camperdown, Victoria, Nov. 16, '86.' of 
which I have seen a large number within the past 
few weeks, and all applied on cleared fiscals. I 
have also seen the Melbourne cancelling stamp 
used on theae fmuds ." New Zealand fiscals are 
being manipulated in a i;lmilar manner. 
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COUXTERFEIT NOTES. 

LAW ON COUNTERFEITING. 

The re\'ised statutes of the United State,;, Title 
LXX, Ch . V ., Sec. 5~5. reads as follows: 

"Any penoo who sh.all forge or counterfeit, or lcnowingly utt<r 
or u.., any forged or countc:riei1ed postage stamp of any foreign 
coveromenl, shall be puni•hcd by imprisonment at hanl labor or 
DDl less than two nor mare than ten ye:an."" 

The following clipping from a late issue of a 
well-known stamp pap~r is worth.v of a place in 
every collector's scrap book : 

"S. Allan Taylor, the pttr o( counterfeiters, 1he Pairiarch o( 

Philately 1 hu produced and 11<>ld bot.h at wholeu.le and n:tail, mar• 
couoterfeiu than any other American. The fin1 •tamp journal 
iuued in this country wu publi•hed by him. St:vc:rsl yc:an ago he 
.... arreued for ro,g;n, •tamps and placed u..&r $500 bonds : 
whereupon he Aal to Caoad.. He is now in Bo.too, bul i1 more 
careful than formerly about &10r:11nttt1ng the au1hen1idty of bi> 
•tamps.-

Me81i111. Whitfield, King & Co., recently brought 
civil action again 11t one Torres, a vendor of forged 
Spanish stamps; in Bremen, and recovered the 
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whole of the £8o odd they had paid for stamps , to­
gether with interest from the date they were pur­
chased until it was paid , beside11 costs. Afterwards 
others brought criminal action against Torres for 
making forged stamps . He was found guilt.v and 
11 uffered imprisonment for several months . 

DEALERS IN FAKED STAMPS . 

Forged surcharges, forged postmarks and forged 
11 tamps. It is time we all made a determined effort 
to stop these . I exposed two of the worst offenders 
in the February number of the Stamp Ad1•t'rt1:'"' • 
viz : Benjamin and Sarpy, the fonner of whom I 
undo:rstand is on your side . Now for another.­
Edwin England , Finsbury, London- perhaps the 
arrhfor,rer of the lot. T his m an has gone so fa r 
as to have cards printed something to th is effect: 

EDWIN ENGLA!llD, 

D ea ler in Faked Stamps . 
Q..uotations for surcharges on 11 ppl ication. 

I am t rying to get some of these cards, and if I 
succeed I will send one to vou. I understa nd his 
idea is that if when he sells a lot of these stamps 
he gives the purchaser one of these, that will free 
him from all liability to be prosecuted for obtaining 
money under false pretenses. We have just seen a 
lot of the early Fiji surcharged with V. R. and 2d. 
in red that he sold for some £Jo to a dealer in this 
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city. However they can easily be told as the sur­
charge is in brig/rt red, quite different to the origi­
nals, but the type is a capital imitation. - Cka.<. 'J. 
Pili/lips, in Metropolitan Pllilateli~t. 

A valuable work on the stamps of Peru, issued 
by the Philatelic Society of Lima , contains a list of 
fraudulent surcharges , etc., with which the market 
is flooded. 

OLDENBURG.• 

Both the 1859 and 1861 issues have been forged. 
They are of the same design and only differ in color 
of the paper. Some of the forgeries are remark­
ably well engraved, while others are more coarsely 
and carelessly done. Limited space "·ill not permit 
of an extended description of the differences of the 
originals and imitations. A prominent feature for 
disti nction is the cen tral oval, which in the forgeri es 
is p roportionately longe r and narrower tha n in the 
genuine. The crown a nd coat of arms are conse­
quently more condensed and missha pened. T he 
colors in the forgeries are dull and hazy looking in 
some cases, while others are very bright, but ne\'er 
correi;pond with the color of the genuine i;tamp~ . 

In th,· forgery of the 1 groschen , blue, the legend 
in the upper scroll reads Oldeneurg. 

•Through an ovc:nighl the: above: was omitted from the alphabet· 
ical list.-TH E At.-•HOR, 



HANDBOOK ON COUNTERFEITS . 27 

• • Shall we collect everything in the shape of 
a postage stamp or shall we make certain restric­
tions, here is the point where we must draw the 
line somewheres, and draw it tight as well. I for 
m:• part have marked out m_v course; I only col­
lect the genuine original postal issues and I deter­
mine them In the following manner. 

Of the regular adhesives, I procure a genuine 
original specimen, and under no circumstances will 
I place a reprint in my collection in the place of an 
original, even though the original be unobtainable. 
In some cases it is very difficult to determine a gen­
uine unused original from a reprint. In all such 
instance11 I make it a point to obtain a cancelled 
specimen. and if at all possible, on the original 
letter; of course this occasions some trouble, but 
what a source of pleasure it is when you are posi­
tive your specimen is a genuine original . 

The surcharged stamps have been a great bother 
to collectors, and many counterfeit and bogus sur­
charges have been foisted upon us Now the ques­
tion arises, how to determine the genuine from the 
counterfeits; this is not an easy matter by any 
means; I obtain m_v surcharged specimens in a 
used condition, and 11elect such specimens as have 
a clear post-mark, which one can easll.v see is over 
the surcharge. This I consider the best mode of 
collecting these stamps, and you can alwayi; be 

• 
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sure, if you pursue this method, that you have an 
original 

A"' to essays and proofs, I never collect them; 
they are not genuine postal issues, and have in my 
estimation no philatelic value whatever; they cer­
tainly are not postage stamps, and I have never 
heard anybody claim they were; if we are lo collect 
postage stamps, then let us pass by these essays 
and proofs, and consign them to the same regions 
with reprints and counterfeits -L. D. Roselle, in 
Tiu Pltilalelisl 

It is stated in the preface of an Eastern Cata· 
loi;tue that "any stamp printed from a genuine plate 
is genuine, and it is of comparatively little im­
portance as to the particular date which the im· 
pression is made " This will do very well for a 
dealer's opinion, but collectors view the matter in a 
different light. The champion of the "reprint" 
tells you that you can't get the original, so be sat· 
isfied with a reprint, it is just the same and not one 
in a thousand will know the difference. S. Allan 
Taylor will tell you the same thing, and just as 
truthfully in regard to a fa c.•imile or a counterfeit 
The arguments for the "reprint" arc the same ns 
th o•e for the fac.•imile, counterfeit, photograph or 
n 11y • ubstitue for the genuine article. The col­
l ·.o r of stamps wants the genuine original or 
,,._, e nt all. The petty arguments about the repro· 
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ductions of rare paintings. books, statuary, etc., 
are all very well in their place, but the stamp col­
lectcr finds his pleasure in the pOsl'iession of the 
real and not th~ imitation.< or reproductions .­
P/11'/atelic 'Journal of Amer1'ca. 

ONE CAN CHANGE: 

Carmine and Rose into-brown, orange, yellow, 
gray. 

Brick RNI, Orange and Yellow into-brown, 
(rose), yellow, green, gray. 

Green into--brown, yellow, blue, violet, gray. 
Blue into--brown, orange, yellow, green, violet, 

hlack . 
Ultramarine into--brown, yellow, gra.v. 
Violet inltr-1ose, yellow, green, blue , gray. 
Black stamps are altogether unchangeable. 
By this table one ea~ determine in every case as 

it comes up whether (under a given hypothesis) a 
chemical change of color can have taken place, and 
at the same time I repeat, that the above table 
holds good only for stamps printed in color on 
white, while In those printed in black on colored 
paper every change of color is possible.-Tram­
/,,tcd from Der Plti/a/t'/ist. 

The day when a postmark cancellation on a 
~tamp could be used as a guard against bogus 
stamps was long ago. Today a forger gives as 
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much attention to the cancellation and postmark as 
to the stamp itself and many defects of a poor im­
itation are hidden under them. Collectors should 
therefore be extra careful on deciding the genuine­
ness of doubtful stamps if they are heavily can­
celled or postmarked. 

It is simply impossible for every collector to be 
able to detect every counterfeit offered him, and 
must necessarily depend to a greater or less extent 
-usually greater-to the honesty of the dealer 
from whom he buys his stamps. It is to be la­
mented that "guarantees" are so plentiful, more so 
than redemptions. It ls getting to be a case of 
"who guarantees this stamp?" "I do," replies Mr. 
Jones, the dealer, but as Mr. Jones is a person 
never before heard of, we should ask: "who guar­
antees your· Collectors should be more particular 
and buy only of dealers who have proven by past 
dealings that they are trustworthy and have a rep­
utation at stake. 
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COLLECTORS' DIRECTORY. 

All of the following are active collectors. 

BEARDSLEY, H. C., Box 616, St. Joseph, Mo. 

BERGHOLZ, Chas., Reardon, Arkan~as. 

BIESEMEIR, J. Sam'!, 111 E . Madison St., Chi-
cago, Ill. Care of W. Hill 0& Co. 

BRYDON, W. M., 238 Main St., Danville, Va. 

CORNALL, E., Box 409, Marshalltown, Iowa. 

FERRIS, T . R., 196 Well St., Chicago, Ill. 

FOULKE, Roland R., 3'f03 Hamilton St., Phila., 
Penn. 

FREY, A. R., 499 Vernon Ave., Long Island City, 
N.Y. 

GALLAGHER. Wm., _s23 West :mth St., N. Y. 
City. 

GREEN, Guy W., Stromsburg, Nebr. 

HA YES, J. J., Box 16, Brookline, Mass. 
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HOPPER, Theodore, 1036 Mi&Bouri Ave., Kansas 
City. Mo. 

KLEIN, Eugene S., 17'f2 Missouri Ave., St. Louis, 
Mo. 

KIMBALL, Geo., 64 Campbell St., Newburg, N. Y. 

LEPPNOW, Joseph, 135 East 3rd St., N. Y. City. 

MASON, Roswell B., 1200 Michigan Ave., Chi-
cago, Ill. 

PRICHARD, W. W., Box 475· Ironton, Lawrence 
Co., Ohio. 

Q.!JIMBY, Harry Cole, Lake Village, N. H. 

REYNOLDS, Milo C., Eagle Bridge, N. Y. 

RICE, Joi;. A., Broken Bow, Nebr. 

RINNER, J. S., Coshocton, Ohio. 

RODE, Geo·. W., Hazelwood Ave., Pittsburg, Pa. 

SCOTT, Chas. P., Care of J. Muckleston, Kings-
ton, Ont., Canada. 

STRAIN, Chas. S., Fort Wayne, Ind. Stamp col· 
lector and dealer. 

TURNER, Arthur J., 7 Alder St., Portland, Me. 

WILKINSON, E., Broken Bow, Nebr. 

WOOD, S. H., Mt. Ayr, Iowa. 



TEN DAYS WITH A 

MODERN ST AMP DEALER 

Bb E. P. NEWCOMER. 

It relate;; i.a an original, thrilling manner what was 

seen and heard by the author during a ten days visit 

with a metropolitan stamp dealer. 

Mr. Newcomer, the author, isa well-known philatelic 

~riter whose popularity is rapidly increasing and he has 

placed his best efforts in the work. 

Pria, post fr«, ro ulfts. 



Sto.mp * Deo.Ier5. ~ 

ro11 cannot place a11 adi:cr/1'.•emnrl lo /Jrllrr 

advantage for the money llta11 in !Id.< Lihrar_1•. 

Its circ11latio11 i.< large ou·ing lo c•tens1'1•1! adr•rr· 

li.<ing of llu:• urie.• of hand1• ma111utl.< for '"" 

.<tamp rnllutor. 

IVl1c11 yo11 are i11 nf'rd of Pri11tinc of a11y 

kind you ra'1not do brller titan to so1d ii lo II'. 

IV. 7r;t·etl, Philatelir and JUerranli/e Prinlrr. 

Room 10, 5Ct2 Co11grr.•.• Slrtrl, Portland, .llni11r. 

He ran 11.<11nl~1· snr•e yort money a11d ,:;i?Jc ynu /i11r 

1:•ork. Estimate.• rheerf11lly _ti1nd.•hed 011 am• 

v.•ork you nrrrf 011 nf/•lirntion auomja;11"rd hr 11 

.ctamf> for rrj~v 


