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STAMP COLLECTING

— AND —

HOW TO COLLECT.

- L~z

M Y DEAR READER:
Have you ever Lad
an opportunity to uahke
a collection of postage
stumnps? No! Then you
have missed t/r most. Tas-
cinating pursuit in which
a4 boy everengiyed. You
say you have friends who
are collectors, but you
never tried it vourseit?
Ab, yes, you probably
never had a chance to
From Indin look intothe subject. bt
now that you have alittle spare time, we will
talk it over and then you will know all about it.
‘I'he postage stamp at a ficst glince seems to
lie a very insignificant thing. butin these days
that little one inch piece of paper is as power-
ful in its sphere ax the greatest king on earth.
The postage stammp when properly attached
tu a letter, will carry it safely to the utter-
mo=t ends of the glohe. The swiftest stean-
boat=. the fastest raillroads. the most enduring
animals are engnged to carry it. The most
perfect safeguards that human ingenuity can
davise are thrown about it. and life it~elf will
be <acrificed in order to protect the missives
hearing that little stamp.




To send a letter to
China through any other
medium than by a stamp
would cost many, many
dollars, but by attaching
this little piece of paper
it will go anywhere for a
few cents, while the power
of governments will be
lent” it for protection.
Isu't it a wonderful litile thing when we look
at it right?

Where is the boy who would not like to
travel over the whole earth. gathering and
kesping from each country, something which
belonged to each place? Few of usca trave:
thus, but at a small expense we can collect the
stamps from every clime, each bearingits 0w
distinctive picture or wording, and formn u
when together, an exhibition pleasing to the
eye, instructive to the mind, and descriptive
of t.éxe far away lands of which we delight t
read.

A collection of postage stamps differs in an
essential point from any
other collection. Were
you to collect mu erals.
coins, butterflies or any
thing else. it would re
quire large space in which
to keep them, hut vour
stamps are all mounted in
one book, and a few mo
- ments is all that is neces-
From Persia.  gary to find any country

AS AN INSTRUCTOR.

A collection of postage stamps will impart
more knowledge to a boy in one week than he
will get from his school books in many
months, and do vou ask why ?

Because his eollection is his tov. and all the
knowledge he can gain from it is taken as a




pleasure, whereas his books are considered a
task.

He will learn all he
can regarding his
stamps because he 18
interested in them, and
it is a pleasure to learn,
and learning obtained
in this manner is per-
manent.

Do you ask what can
he learned from post-
azestampsy More than
I could tell you in hours.

Neariy every new issue of postage stamps.
put out is issued for some reason. A new king
v the throne; a revolution in progress; a cen-
t ‘nnial of some great event; a jubilee. Of such
events the collector learns through his stamps.
I'his is history.

Atl civilized countries issue postage stamps.
anl the collector becones familiar with the lo-
cation of each place, its principal cities, it cli-
mite, area, und many other poiuts regarding
each country. This is geography.

I'he styles of engraving, printing. kind of
paper. how perforated, coats of arms, flags.
names of the rulers and great men on the
stamps, kinds of money used, postal arrange-
ments between the different countries, thir is
weneral knowledge, in which the stamp col-
lector will find that he far excels his elders.

Oun the stamps of Egvpt we find the ancient
pyvramids. on Turkey the star and crescent.
China and Japan with their hieroglyphics.
while England and her vast possessions portray
the face of their honored gqueen.

On the United States stamps are seen the
portraits of her great men from Washington to
Grant; on Spain we gaze at her baby king.
T'he designs in fact are =0 numerous as to pre-
sent & panorama of notable facts, faces and
events 1n the world's history.




AS A PASTIME.

The collecting of postage stamps, while

Leing one of the most elevating and instruct-

‘ 1IVve  pursnuits,
is stil] one
which seems
to eclipse ev-
erything else
: N : inthe pleasure
TCARE OF (OOD HOPE™ ’if’ﬁﬁg it.iri';.l:i
From Afrita. nmense g!'O\\'f}l

is the best proof of this assertion.

Postage stamps were first used about fifty
yeurs ugo, and since that time the number of
collectors has increared. until vow they are
numbered by the hundreds of thousands.
there being in our country alone from fifty to
one hundred thousand.

‘I'he pursuit is ro fascinating that thousands
have continued it from their boyhood day~
down through the prime of life, and they are
more interested now than ever.

When a boy starts a stamp collection, he
finds the pleasure so great, that he prefers it
to all other pastimes, and thousands could
testify to the absorbing interest it creates.

AS AN INVESTMENT.

All things that give pleasure require the ex-
pending of a little money, and in most casex
this money once spent is gone forever. but in
<tamp collecting it is different.

The stamps which you buy now and from
which you get ro much pleasure, five years
hence will probably be
worth doubletheir present
value Thisis because new
stamps are isrued and the
old ones are alwavsgetting
searcer.

I'he set of stampsi.sued
by the Unitel States in
1870 conld at that time be




bought for 25 cents, while the set is now
worth nearly »40. Thousandx of other stamps
increase in the same way. .

Many boys have formed collections and
years after have sold them for much more
than they cost.

When a boy begins collecting. he will often
hunt up from old letters valuable stamps
which he can either sell or trade for a large
number of others. His triends will obtain
stamps for him, and when he gets duplicates
he can trade them off for others, or by acting
as ageat for & stamp dealer he can earn enough
money to pay for forming a fine collection.

Stamp collecting opens many ways in which
a# boy can earn money. It makes him brighter
and gives him a knowledge of business methods
which is of great value to him.

As an investment stamp
collecting gives bhetter re
turns than many a bank
I'he few pennies paid here
and there for stamps are
not wmisced, but in a short
time the collection is worth
many dollars, angi it can
be sold at any time.

From Japan.
Again, the many stamps
which a collector gets for ) CENT
nothing. and those which he
obtaing by trading, these
amount to more 1n value
than those which he buys.
Once having started, it is
surprising how fart a col-
lection will grow both in DAMUY PATMUE
number and value. OUE VL au

People Who are Stamp Collectors.

Many think that all stamp collectors are
young boys, but this is a great mistake,
as thousands of middle aged and old men



are interested in the pursuit and have val-
uable collections.

Among my own ac-
quaintances I could
name a dozen law-
yers, while bankers,
merchantr, book-
keepers, and in fact
every branch of mer-
cantile life is repre-
sented, these men
finding stamp col-
lecting & pleasing
change for their
tired brains.

In England more .
than one member of '
the nobility posesses
a collection, the
Duke of Edinburgh . F. DEATS.
heing hionorary president of THE PHILATELIC
SocIeTY of London.

In fact it is
only the bLetter
class of people
who take to
atamp collect-
ing, there being
&0 much of his-
torical interest
about it that
2 those who fol-
_low the pursuit
arc ones iuter-
ested in learn-
ing.

Lawyers es-
¢ pecially reem to
HENKY CLOTZ. tuke to stamyp
collecting and no profession is more noted for
intellectual ubility than this.

The American Philatelic Ascociation — i«
national society — has as ils preside. t My
John K. Tiffany, a lawyer of St. Louis.




HOW TO BEGIN A COLLECTION.

Now having seen what stamp collecting
really is, let us eee how you would begin a col-
lection.

The first thing you need is a postage stamp
catalcgue, as this describes every postage
stamp that has been issued and if you have any
~tamp you are in doubt about, the catalogue
will quickly enlighten you, as it shows pic-
tures of all stamps.

The price of the catalogue is only twenty-
five cents, and it can he had from the
address on back of this pamphiet.

THE STAMP ALBUM.

The next thing is a postage stamp album,
and these are made in all sizes and styles tc
suit from thesmallest to the largest coliection

An album bolding about
2,000 stamps can be bought
for fifteen cents, and from
this sum they go to 25 ct= .
50 ¢ts., Th cts.  Albums at
these prices are good for
beginners. but they only
have a certain number of
. - gpaces and do not include
From Turkey allstampsissued.

An album which has printed spaces for
every stamp ever issued, can be hought for
$1.50, or the rame album with beautiful cloth
and gold covers coste $2.50.

Any of these albums we will forward or
receipt of the price.

These albums have the name of thecountry.
the date of issue. the value, and even a pict-
ure of the stamp in the spaces, so it is the
aasiest thing in the world to place each stamyp
in its right place.
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MOUNTING STAMPS.

Betore you place any stamps in the album,
all the paper should be vemoved from the
backs of the stamps. To do thi<. put themw in
acup of water and in a short time the paper
will come off, after which allow the ~tiimps to
e,

‘I'he stamps ure placed in the album by using
a small narrow strip of gummed paper about
this size :

This is called a * hinge,” one-half of the
strip being pasted to the upper part of the
stamp ' back) and the other half to the album
as per illustration given on the following page
of thix pamphlet The stamps are nounted
in this way so thev can be turned up to see the
back, a dif you des~ire to place a hetter «peci-
men in the space. vou -:an do so without hurt-
ing the one already in, as yon only have to
tear the hinge in removing the stamps.

‘I'ke hinges are furnished by all stamp deal-
ers, at onfy ten cents per thousand. Don't
put badly torn stamps in vour album. as they
hurt the looks of the whole page. Put in only
perfect epecimens and those with the lightest
cancellation. If you put a poor specimen in
at first. put a better one in as soon ax you can
obtain one.

In mounting stamps. put them squarely in
the centre of the spaces. as only in this way
do they look well.

\When your collection is well mounted. even
though it be small in pumbers, your friends
will take preat interest in looking it over. and
vou should show it to visitors as it often leads
to them obtaining stamps for you.



WHERE TO OBTAIN STAMPS.

BACK or
S7Am e 5

§

l SPAacs /i~

AL Bum

-

If youareinacity where
foreign steamers arrive. by
calling at the oftices yvou
can learn when the ships
are due, and then by call-
ing again and asking in a
respectful manner for the
stamps from their letters.

ou will often get a num-

er.

If you know of any mer-
chant or any one else in
{our town whogets foreign
etters, ask for the stamps
—nothing is oblained with-
out usking.

If you have parents,
grandparents. relatives or

riends who have any old
letters stowed away, hunt
them up and obtain the

rtamps. Often very valuable stamps are

tound in this way which can
he exchaneed 1or many oth-
ers or #old. It vou find a
stamp which is valuable or
which you d» not ind men-
tioned in the catalogue of
stamps. it 18 alwaye best to
leave it on the eavelope un-
til vou write your dealer
about it aud accertain 1ts
value.

There are miilions of old

ctamps  stowed away in sapdwich islande

+runks and boxes. and these

+he collectors should bring to light. as they

are worth money.

BUYING STAMPS.

If you cannot obtain stamps in any of the
waye mentioned above, you can purchare



thew at a small outlay, all dealers selling
thewn in & variety of ways.
- ' At the beginning
of a collection it is
well to purchase
some cheap packets
of stamips, as from
these you will ger.-
erally obtain some
duplicates which are
good for trading.

I'wo kinds of packets are sold, one %eing
« assorted,’’ containing several stanips of one
kind. and the other being *“ all different.”” I
vou want packets with duplicates you should
order the assorted kind.

Packets are sold from five cents up, and .
variety of them are offered by all dealers.

{t you desire to buy stamps singly, you can
order the ones you want from the dealer’s
list.

Tu buying single stamps an excellent method
is to select them from ‘‘approval sheets.”
'hese are rheets of rtamps with the prices at-
tached, sent aut by the dealers, and you tuke
trom them the stamps you want, returninyg
the balance with the cash
tor those removed from the
~heet.

In buying in this way you
have an opportunity to see K Fu: S
the stamps, unc"l: it;1 you do RERRIAWE
uot like some of the speci- e A
mens vou need not iake ,w %
them. On these approval [IURERIERIE
~heets the dealers allow from
oue-quiarter to one-third re- From Australia.
duction on the price of the stamps, and by
watting vour friends to buy from your sheet:
the percentage of reduction is your profit. So
it vou sell one dollar's worth a d the dealer
illows you one-third off. youn make a profit ot
33 cents tor your trouble. By selling stamps




in this way you can make enough money to
buy a large number for yourself.

TRADING STAMPS.

Every collector accumulates a number of
duplicate stawmps, and these he should trade
with the other collectors for stamps not i1 his
collection, ‘I'he basis for trading should al-
ways be the catalugue prices of the stamps;
thus it you have a stamp priced at four ceuts
you should not trade it for one worth only two
cents. hut you should get stamnps to the same
vitlue forit,

For trading it is best to have a small book
which can be carried in the coat pocket, in
which your duplicates should be attached
with hinges. In this way you can readily
show them. while the book will keep them
clean and in good condition.

GENERAL REMARKS.

If there are no collectors in your neighbor-
hood or town, show this pamphlet to your
friends or have them write to the address on
thie back fora copy. They will like the pur-
st and will want to start a collection at once
—all boys do. and once vou have started, you
will see more pleasure in it than any partime
vou ever heard of. You will want to he
trading all the time. whue stammp after stamp
will be added to your growing collection.
Now one from Asia. then from Australia,
another from South America, and right after
it one from India. while Africa. Ceuntral
America, Oceanica, ave from the uttermost
ends of the earth the specimens roll in to
please the fancies of the ardent collectors,
while they,

Pleased, delighted, enraptured,
Gather them in,

And spread the glad tidings
Philutely 1s King !



S where to Bay.

Collectors are often puzzled as to the best
place for buying stamps and for your benefit we
would recommend the J. W. Scott Co., Lim-
ited, a very large company incorporated under
the laws of the State of New York and under
the management of the oldest dealer in the
business. The retail storeis at 163 Fulton Street,
two doors from Broadway. New York City.

This company sella everything relating to the
gursuit and generally at lower prices than others,

hould you need a new stamp album they can
sell you one at 10c., 15¢., 25c., H0c., §1.50, $2.30,
$8.60, £5.00. £12.00 or $25.00.

Their Cutalogue is a model of neatness, com-
bining all desirable features in a book of this
nature. Itis illustrated with thousands of pic-
turee of foreign stamps and gives the %:')ica at
which any stamps ever issued can be bought.
It notes all varieties of watermarks, perforations,
etc., and has been noted as a model for which
ninety per cent. of all the stamp catalogues pub-
lished have been compiled. It is sent post free
on receipt of 23c.

Amateurs about starting a collection usually

refer to commence with packets. These can be
ught at from 10¢. to $10.00 each, lists of which
will be supplied free on application.

In conclusion we would say that stamp collect-
ing is the pursuit of the day; one which will never
die out and one which yvou will never tire of, if
you use this little book as & guide. To stamp
collectors living in New York and vicinity, we
extend a cordial invitation to visit our office,
whether you wish to buy or not.

To collectors who wish to buy, bat who cannot
call on us, we would say that we take equal pleas-
ure in rending out price-lists and should you see
fit to favor us with your order they will be filled
as carefully as though you were here to person-
ally superintend.



i this way vou can make enouch money to
bay a large nimber for yourselt.

TRADING STAMPS,

Fvers cobector acemmnbites a number of
Aduplivine ~tarps, and these he shoula tride
with the other colectors for stamps not i his
wneetion. 1 hie basis for !rullllg should al
wvs bee the catidogne prices of the stunp- .
Uris 00 Vil five oSt atup peveed at fooe cenrs
v ~h'v bd not trwle 1t for otie \LUI‘HIHI.! T\
centss b you shonid get stamps to the siame
Vitalues Sente it

Foor tralinge 1t s best 10 have a stadl book
whieh i bwe virried in the coit |nn'|\‘c1, i
whoodlo vora dupieines choubd be attacherd
with e~ I this wiy Vou e re:udily
~how Chens whize the Look will keep them

ez ated i wood candition.

GENERAL REMARKS.

1 there wmt no coljeetors in yonr neirhhor-
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tererads or huve thens write 1o the wlidress on
e b s oraccopy They wiil like the pnre
<t and W Dwant 1o st aceollection at onse

adl bonos doe and onee von have started, von
Wit see ere pleasure inat than any pee tinge
vt ever heardt of 0 Yono o will want 1o e
tecding all the thne, whine stianp after stanigp
witl be colded to vour prowing collection.
Now one from Asi then from Australia,
aeother troms Sonth Aerici, and right atter
itoone from Dadin, while  Ateiea. Centeal
\Veriei, Oveaniei. ave from the nttermost
cuds of the earth the specimens roll in te
povise the fancies ot the ardent collectors.
white they
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Wheoere to Buy.

Uollectors are often puzzled as to the hest
place for buying stamps and for your benefit ve
would recommend tie 1. W, Scott Co., Lini-
ited, a very targe company incos perated under
the lawe of the State of New York and under
the managerient ot the bl -1 dealer in the
busines=. “The vetail ceorais at 162 Fultor: Street,
two doors from Droad vay. New Yerk Cly .

This company sells every thing relating 1o the
pursait and generally at lower prives (nan others.
Should you need a new stamyp wlbian they can
gell veutone at YL 15 | ey, Tle , $1.50. 230,
T3.090. 25,00, £12,00 or 325 o0,

Their Cotalogue is & model of neatness, comn-
bining all desivable feutures in w book of this
nature.  Jtis illustrated with theusands of pic-
rures of foreign stanps and vives the price nt
which any stips ever issued can he vouwht.
It noutes all varieties of waiermark~ perforations,
ete., und has bear voted s a0 model for whish
ninety per <ent. of ull the stamp  atalogues puli-
lished have been compiled, Jt 1< sent post reev
un receipt of 25c.

Amateurs abont starting & callection usually
preler to commence with packets. These can he
bought at from ik, te £10.00 pach. iisr= of which
wili be supplied tree on application.

In onciusion we woull =iv that stamp colinet-
ing - the pursnit o7 the day: one which wiil never
die ouf and one shich vou wili never tire of, if
vou u<e this hitle book 2+ a guile. o ctamp
collector= living in New York and vicinity, we
extend a cordial Invitation to visit our office,
whether you wish ta iy or not,

To coliectors who wish to buy, but who cannot
call on s, we would sae that wo take equal pleas-
ure in seuding out price-lists and ~Lould you teo
tit 1o favor us w. L your order they will be nlled
as earefu:ly as though you were here to person-
atly superirtend,




Money in Stamps and Coins.
‘I'o those who do not desire to form a col-
lection, but still are alive to the advantages of
making money out of coins and stamps, we
direct them to the following books published
at 10c. each.

SALEABLE STAMPS,

PRICES PAID
By the J. W. Scott Co., I'd,
For all Postage Stamps a special price perpiece
heing quoted for all the more desirable Stamps
and i bulk price per 100 offered for common
varieties.

Al dealers lurge and small bhaving Stamps
to sell <hould secure this book betore dis-
posing of the stock elsewhere. Price, 0.,
post tree.

—THE —

POCKET MANUAL

OF AlL

American Coins,

Worth over face value.
Price - - - 10 CenTs,

This iz the latest, hest and most completo
list ever produced. Itis beautifully illustrated
with the types ot all Mmerican Coins. and
gives the price we pay for each date.

A careful study of its pages will convinee
all that wo pay the hizhest price for all vari-
eties of American Coins,

Invaluable to Bankers. Brokers, Merchants,
Country Storekeepers. anil all hundling much
nmoney.

THE J. W. SCOTT CO,, L'Dp,
163 Fulton St. New York.



